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We didn’t. Introducing Mu-so Qb by Naim. The compact wireless music system
designed by our specialist audio engineers in England. Its powerful digital brain delivers

the most exceptional quality in sound, commanding 300 watts of power to create
an immersive sonic experience that has to be heard to be believed.

Why compromise?
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Your speaker
Your choice
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Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Ford Mustang range: urban 14.1-28.0 (20.1-10.1),
extra urban 28.8-41.5 (9.8-6.8), combined 20.8-35.3 (13.6-8.0). Official CO2 emissions 306-179g/km.

The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results (EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008),
are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience.
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Rob Leedham, Editor / @robleedham

It’s happening again. As I write this letter to you, 
Christmas is but a week away and I’m full to the brim 
with festive cheer. Well, that and mince pies, spiced ales, 
cranberry-infused cheeses and all the good stuff that 

comes around this time of year.
By the time you read this, things are gonna be very different. 

The next time I see my gran she won’t be chirping on about how 
nice it is to see me. She’ll be prodding at my belly and asking me, 
“What kind of food do you eat up in London?” 

Yep. Something has to change, so I’ve done my research in 
advance. That’s why this month’s mag goes big on the best fitness 
trackers and smartwatches to keep you in shape, whether your 
New Year’s resolution is leaping from couch to 5K or you already 
do open-water swimming for fun. Like a lunatic.

If that all sounds like too much effort, there’s plenty in this issue for 
couch potatoes too. From our pick of the finest shows and movies 
on Netflix to an e-readers group test, there’s loads here that doesn’t 
demand you move your sweet cheeks an inch. Given how often 
my fitness plans fall to pieces, that’s just as well really. 

Anyway, Happy New Year, dear reader. May your self-imposed 
fitness inspiration outlast my own... and let’s both agree not to talk 
about such things again once February rolls along. Deal?

Welcome

If you know your 
gadgets, you could 
be on our panel 
of tech experts: 
find out more at 
techpanel.co.uk 

WANT TO 
REVIEW 
STUFF?

GET THIS 
MONTH’S 
DIGITAL EDITION

WAIT, 
HOW DO 

I GET THAT 
COVER?!?
SEE P94

Stuff is also available for 
iPad or iPhone – download 
it from the App Store, or 
turn to p94 for this month’s 
subscription offer. 

Android fan? Stuff is also 
available on Google Play, Zinio 
and Exact Editions. 
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I BECAME A 
CLASSIC CAR 
OBSESSIVE
I’ve been angling to indulge 
my inner Clarkson for some 

time now, and this month I found the perfect 
motor to do so: a 1976 Austin Allegro.  
An absolute steal for just six grand, this 
classic takes me back to my carefree ’70s 
childhood gallivanting around Sherwood 
Forest in my camo shorts. The best thing 
about my Allegro? I managed to find one  
in this gorgeous burnt sienna colour. Why 
oh why don’t people make square steering 
wheels any more?   
Marc McLaren, Editor, Stuff.tv

I MET A MAN  
WHO WANTS  
TO LIVE FOREVER 
Everybody’s making future 
plans, but few are quite as 

ambitious as Oxford Uni professor Anders 
Sandberg, who’s signed up to a cryogenics 
programme. As part of the V&A’s The 
Future Starts Here exhibition, he’s lending 
his cryogenics bracelet for display – it has 
instructions to preserve his body in liquid 
nitrogen so he can be resurrected in the 
future. Paris Hilton is also among the 2000 
people to have signed up. I wonder what 
the two will talk about in the year 4018?
Natalya Paul, Social Media Editor

I FOUND SOME 
VEHICULAR  
VA-VA-VOOM
Baguettes. Thierry Henry. 
The pencil sharpener. 

France has given us many good things,  
but the Alpine A110 beats them all. Renault 
has now resurrected its old performance 
brand with a focus on seriously clever 
weight reduction instead of hefty hybrid 
engines or electric motors. The resulting 
two-seater weighs so little you’ll want to  
tie it down on windy days, and is brilliant fun 
to throw around corners. Good luck finding 
anything better for less cash.
Tom Morgan, Reviews Editor

I WENT GREEN  
IN AMSTERDAM
It’s not what you think. 
Instead of flying over to  
the Netherlands’ capital  

city I got the Eurostar instead, and it was  
a total revelation. Aside from planet-saving 
niceties, the trip cost the same as a ticket  
to Heathrow, and saved me a load of 
legroom bother, plus I got free Wi-Fi for  
the entire journey – and it even worked  
in the tunnel, which is a feat of techy magic 
that I found absolutely amazing. My fiancee 
was less elated, but did appreciate that she 
could still watch Dynasty on Netflix. 
Rob Leedham, Editor

How we got into top gear for the new year
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A lid’ll go 
a long way

The name ‘Roadster’ 
means this is Tesla’s first 

convertible – the glass roof 
can be tucked away in the 

boot when you want 
to wave smugly at 

other drivers. 

From the central driver’s seat flanked by touchscreens to the 
swooping bodywork outside, Tesla’s first semi-trailer truck 
looks less like a lorry and more like a fighter plane. Its four 
electric motors deliver more power and speed than any diesel 
truck, letting it hit 60mph in 5 secs when running solo, or 20 
secs when towing a full load. Add to that a 500-mile range, and 
it’s hard to believe this isn’t the stuff of sci-fi.

A WHOLE LORRA LORRY TESLA SEMI
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U F F 20 PAGES 
OF THE BIGGEST 
STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH

Fossil-fuel cars have just taken another 
step towards endangered species status, 

after Elon Musk revealed Tesla’s new 
open-top electric champion. The Roadster 

has some terrifying numbers that dwarf 
anything produced by pure petrol power. 
Top speed? Over 250mph, delivered by 

one motor up front and a further two in the 
rear. 0-60? A ridiculous 1.9 secs, thanks to 

all-wheel drive. And all that grunt won’t 
come at the expense of range either: a 

200kWh battery pack will be good for up 
to 620 miles between top-ups. Tesla 

reckons it’s the fastest production car in 
the world, although given that it hasn’t 

built any yet that’s not strictly true. If the 
Roadster can live up to the lofty claims, 

though, it’ll be quicker than million-pound 
hypercars from the likes of Porsche, 

McLaren and Ferrari. Production won’t 
begin until 2020, but if you’re feeling flush, 

Tesla will happily take £38k as a deposit 
right now. Tell yourself you’re just doing 

your bit for the planet. 
As hot as… global warming x10

from US$200,000 /
stuff.tv/Roadster

ROOFLESS 
FINISHING 

TESLA ROADSTER

HOT
FOUR

#1

Back-seat 
thrivers

Normally a roadster only 
has two seats, so you have 

to pick one friend per ride to 
show off its monster speed. 
This is a full four-seater, so 

gloating is a lot more 
efficient.
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Travel back in time 10 years and tell 
someone that £500 is considered cheap 

for a smartphone in 2018 – they’ll probably 
have a mild heart attack. Still, there’s no 

disputing the Honor View 10’s bargain 
potential. This 5.99in-screened flagship 
borrows a fair whack of tech from parent 
company Huawei’s Mate 10 Pro. Here you 
get a metal frame instead of glass, and it’s 

an LCD screen rather than an in-vogue 
OLED type. But those all-important 

super-skinny bezels are present, a Kirin 
970 CPU delivers plenty of power, and 

Android 8 Oreo is on board too. Throw in 
a 3750mAh battery, Honor’s distinctive 

colours and a real-life headphone jack, and 
you’ve got an eye-catching phablet that 

wouldn’t feel at all embarrassed about 
showing its spec sheet to a Samsung 

Galaxy S8 – especially when you factor 
in the ace card: the 16MP + 20MP rear 
camera setup is AI-assisted, so it can 

recognise things like plants, dogs and cats,  
then tweak settings automatically to get 

a better shot. It’s at this point that your 
new-found 2008 friend will make a call 

to get you sectioned. 
As hot as… time-travel holidays

£450 / stuff.tv/View10

WE’D BE 
HONORED 

HONOR VIEW 10

HOT
FOUR

#2

You remind 
me of my X

The Honor View 10 riffs on 
a few iPhone X party tricks. 
You can unlock your phone 
with your mug, and the 3D 

Facial Animation feature 
plonks your face on a 

cartoon animal. 

The 7X, meanwhile, is Honor at its bargainy best. With a 5.93in 
screen and skinny bezels, as well as slightly higher than Full HD 
resolution, this is exactly what you want from your mid-range 
phone. It’s got the same 16MP+2MP dual-camera setup as 
the Honor 6X, but swaps out plastic for an aluminium frame. 
A Kirin 659 CPU is hardly mindblowing, but 4GB of RAM and 
64GB storage should compete with more pricey blowers.

HONOR 7X  £270 / hihonor.com
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“We built this city, we built this city 
on sausage rolls.” You could make an 

argument that such a song deserves to 
exist, but as far as we know the Greggs 

glam rock band remains but a daydream. 
These are, though, the words a lot of 

people apparently belt out whenever 
the big-hitting chorus kicks in. With 

Cotodama’s Lyric Speaker in your living 
room, you’ll never mess up the words 
again. Launched last year in Japan, its 

translucent screen displays the lyrics to 
a song as you’re listening to it, thanks to 

a Wi-Fi hook-up to the iOS/Android app. 
Fonts and animations are automatically 

selected based on the mood and tempo of 
the melody. It won’t work for every song 
ever written, but the Lyric Speaker draws 

on Japanese company PetitLyrics’ 
database of two million, so you’d think 

most of the classics are covered. At over 
£4000 it’s very much a luxury purchase, 
but you’ll forget all about the price when 

you realise Smells Like Teen Spirit had 
nothing to do with containers. 

As hot as… 30 people rammed into 
a single karaoke booth

£4320 / stuff.tv/LyricSpeaker

CASH AND 
KARAOKE 
COTODAMA

LYRIC SPEAKER

HOT
FOUR

#3

Happy 
memory

Reels of AI-assisted pics are 
useless if you’re being ordered 
to delete them for space. The 
View 10 arrives with 128GB 

of storage, and there’s 
even a microSD 

card slot. 
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If you spend every day sitting in front of 
a Windows 10 laptop, we hope there’s 

more excitement elsewhere in your life. 
If not, you might at least pick up HP’s new 

Snapdragon 835-powered Envy x2 
hybrid. Qualcomm’s silicon might usually 
show up in smartphones, but HP reckons 

this super slab has the grunt to run 
Windows 10 S – or Windows 10 Pro if you 
want to upgrade later – and give you up 

to 20 hours of fun between charges. 
All this sits behind a 12.3in 1920x1280 

touchscreen, with 8GB of RAM and 256GB 
of on-board storage, making it a potent 

work machine  when paired with the 
detachable keyboard. Watch out, iPad Pro, 

there’s a new kid in town.
As hot as… a fire-breathing processor

£999 / stuff.tv/Envyx2

ENTER THE 
(SNAP)DRAGON

HP ENVY X2

HOT
FOUR

#4

Everything 
hinges on this

Unusually, the hinge is part 
of the detachable keyboard 

cover rather than the machine 
itself. Sounds fiddly to us, but 

HP reckons it supports a 
wide range of viewing 

angles.

You’re 
in charge

Once you’re used to all-day 
battery life, you’re not going 

to enjoy being tethered to the 
mains – so HP’s fast charging 

tech promises a 90% 
re-juice in as many 

minutes. 



Monitor Audio and Roksan have joined forces, bringing together fabulous sound and elegant
design offering the ultimate in musical involvement, audio engineering and user flexibility.

Speakers shown are Monitor Audio’s Silver 100; Electronics shown are Roksan’s K3 Series.

Perfect Partners

monitoraudio.com roksan.co.uk



18

V I T A L S T A T S

 MekaMon
£300 / mekamon.com

YOUR FAITHFUL FIGHTIN’  
FOUR-LEGGED FRIEND

● AR you kidding me?
Such orientation talents are 
essential due to the augmented 
reality stuff that provides  
much of MekaMon’s fun factor. 
Communicating with a companion 
app running on your phone via 
Bluetooth, your MekaMon can 
battle a bunch of 3D models in 
AR, fragging away at virtual alien 
foes superimposed onto your 
bedroom floor in single-player 
story and arcade modes. 

● Gunfight at the IR corral
Things get even tastier for those 
with a MekaMon-owning mate, 
because a pair are able to duke  
it out in a duel, using IR blasts as 

virtual cannons and their supreme 
mobility to skulk around defences.

● We are the mods
The MekaMon’s maker, Reach 
Robotics, is promising deep 
customisation both physically  
and in-game – you’ll be able  
to clip mods onto your ’bot to 
change its appearance, and deck  
it out with different abilities and 
weaponry using add-ons in the 
app. The overall idea is to bring 
gaming-style personalisation  
to a real-world robot. Further 
firmware upgrades and mods  
are expected to follow – your  
cat should probably start looking 
for hiding places now.

The MekaMon is a spindly 
spider-style walker with 
some of the best battle 
skills we’ve seen this side 
of Robot Wars
● Four legs good
Each of MekaMon’s four legs has 
three moving joints, and it can flip 
over and then right itself, making 
it one of the most manoeuvrable 
consumer robots we’ve ever 
clapped eyes on. And speaking 
of eyes, the plastic beast  
‘sees’ potential hazards, rival 
MekaMons and other objects 
with four IR sensors, allowing  
it to orientate itself within its 
environment.

A PAIR OF 
MEKAMONS 
CAN DUKE IT 

OUT IN A DUEL 
WITH INFRARED 

CANNONS

The articulated legs 
allow you to adjust 

height, gait and 
stance, and there are 
over 70 animations 

 in total – that’s more 
than your dad has 

dance moves.
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BEST ’BOTS 

Built for speed 
EE HAWK

Budget smartphones don’t usually scream ‘speed demon’ , but EE’s 
Hawk might well buck that trend. Despite its low price, the Hawk is a 

Cat 6-capable handset, which means it can handle 4G+ downloads at 
up to 300Mbps – that’s an entire HD movie in a few minutes. It also 

comes with Android 7.1, although the processor and 2GB of RAM are 
unlikely to set the world alight. The 5in 1280x720 screen is a slight 

downer too, but at this price it should be capable enough, and on the 
plus side we really like its stylish glass-backed design. Other highlights 

include a 13MP rear camera, 8MP front-facing effort and 2500mAh 
battery… plus the fact that it’s named after a cool bird of prey. 

£150 / ee.co.uk

Built to spill
RAZER BLACKWIDOW ULTIMATE

 
They say three things are certain in life: death, taxes and knocking a full 
can of Irn-Bru all over your keyboard. The latter is a constantly looming 

threat for PC gamers, especially the type prone to wildly lashing out 
when a sniper takes them out for a fourth straight round. But Razer has 

responded, building its BlackWidow Ultimate mechanical keyboard to 
withstand spillages. With an IP54 resistance rating for water and dust, 

you shouldn’t be taking this thing in the bath, but a splash or two 
shouldn’t cause it any grief. Aside from that selling point, you’re also 

getting Razer’s backlit green keys, which are programmable and can be 
customised to produce animated effects such as waves and ripples.

£110 / razerzone.com

● Anki Cozmo
The dinky desktop robot with 
the plus-sized personality, 
Cozmo is a toy with bags of 
character and, thanks to its 
companion app, the potential 
to help kids of all ages (including 
35 and above) grasp some 
programming basics.
£160 / anki.com

● Ubtech Stormtrooper
Stormtroopers are usually 
associated with intimidation 
and poor marksmanship, but 
this cutesy 11in robot could 
change all that. Armed only 
with facial recognition smarts 
and an AR app, it’ll follow your 
voice commands to the letter.
£300 / ubtrobot.com

● Sphero Ollie
A ruggedised off-road take 
on classic app-controlled 
robo-ball Sphero, the 
cylindrical Ollie can trundle 
along at a frankly ridiculous 
14mph, with its chunky tyres 
ensuring it’ll stay rolling no 
matter how uneven the terrain. 
£80 / sphero.com
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1 Foreo Luna Play Plus
A cleansing routine sounds as 
fun as skateboarding on sand, 
but giving your mug daily scrubs 
with one of these is all that’s 
required to unclog your pores. 
£39 / amazon.co.uk

2 Braun BT3040 
Beard Trimmer
Whether you’re stubbly, beardy 
or somewhere in between, this 
trimmer gives you more precision 
than you’ll know what to do with.
£33 / braun.com

3 Philips Smart 9500
Spent the last month chomping 
through chocolate like a cow does 
grass? It’s the ideal time, then, to 
get a toothbrush that gives you 
feedback on your brushing habits. 
£360 / philips.co.uk

4 Philips SW7700
This Star Wars-themed shaver 
moves each hair into optimum 
cutting position, so you won’t need 
to use (the) force. If only Luke had 
one before going to Ahch-To.
£100 / philips.co.uk

5 Beard Buddy
Thought you’d long outgrown 
wearing a bib? Think again. Attach 
this to any mirror before you 
shave to create a safety net for 
your falling face fuzz.
£12.99 / firebox.com

6 Truefitt & Hill 
Ultimate Comfort Balm
This aftershave balm is made 
for those with sensitive skin, 
because itchy red blotches are 
bang off-trend for 2018. 
£25 / truefittandhill.co.uk

Start the year right with 
these grooming goodies 
to keep you fresh-faced

BATHROOM 
BOOSTERS
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DROP EVERYTHING 
AND DOWNLOAD...

iOS users aren’t short of music-making apps 
to satisfy their chart-topping ambitions. 
For kids, though, much of this software can 
overwhelm. Not so Bandimal. 

This delightfully ridiculous app lets you 
easily compose catchy loops that always 
sound great, while watching cartoon 
beasties bopping to the beat.  Fire up a 
new composition and an animal appears 

in the first track. You can then set a note in 
each of the eight slots, to sound when the 
playhead moves over it. Swipe the animal 
away and you get another.

There are no ads, you can never get 
anything wrong, and it’s just endlessly 
entertaining to watch an electro-panda’s 
eyes pop out every time it makes a noise. 
You don’t get that with GarageBand. 

Bandimal £3.99 / iOS

Moddin’ life
POLAROID INSTA-SHARE MOD
Not long ago Fujifilm launched the Instax Share SP-3, a mini 
printer that connects to your phone wirelessly and fires out 
old-school square snaps. Polaroid’s Insta-Share has gone one 
better. With this Mod attached, your Moto Z phone becomes the 
printer. It outputs 2x3in photos onto smudge-free Zink paper, 
seamlessly hooking up with your Facebook, Instagram and 
Google Photos accounts. Just snap it to the back of your phone, 
click the button to launch the camera, and you’re away. You can 
even customise your snaps with various filters and effects for 
a clash of the vintage and modern.
£119 / motorola.co.uk

Modern life
LIFEPRINT 3X4.5

To say instant photo printers are all the rage right now would 
be an understatement filed in the same category as “grilled 

cheese is nice”, but Lifeprint products have a USP: augmented 
reality. Available exclusively from Apple, its latest printer can 

produce larger 3x4.5in Zink images than the old model’s 2x3. 
And it has Wi-Fi as well as Bluetooth, so photos can be printed 
from anywhere in the world. Then, pointing at the snaps using 

Lifeprint’s AR app brings them to life Harry Potter-style. You 
can print a still from a video, Live Photo, Snap, Vine or Instagram 

story, then use your iPhone to blow your gran’s mind. 
£160 / lifeprintphotos.com

VS

Both of these 
printers use ink-free 
Zink colour film – no 

cartridges required. And 
Zink has a self-adhesive 

back, so you can spam 
your flat with your 

elite selfies. 
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The bigger picture in tech

THE FURZE IS STRONG WITH THIS ONE
Thought you were just about done 
with Star Wars fever? You obviously 
haven’t seen this extraordinary 
replica of Kylo Ren’s TIE Silencer 
from The Last Jedi. The life-size 
model was masterminded by 
YouTube loon Colin Furze, took 
seven weeks to build and weighs 
around seven tonnes. Everything 

that Furze and his team used to 
assemble the spacecraft, from the 
operational LED lighting and welding 
gear to the paint and hulking steel 
frame, was sourced from eBay. 
We’re not exactly sure what 
happens to it now. Presumably 
it’ll join the (also massive) AT-ACT 
already in Furze’s back garden. 
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MAVIC PRO GETS 
A WINTER COAT 
Immortalising your gnarly 
lifestyle from bold angles 
is easy with DJI’s compact 
drone, but we wouldn’t take 
the new all-white version 
on a snowboarding holiday 
– you’ll never find the thing. 
It’s pretty, though, and DJI 
has kindly chucked in a 
couple of extra batteries. 

APPLE TV PRIMED 
FOR VICTORY 
After what feels like decades 
(it’s actually been about 
two years), there’s finally 
an Amazon Prime Video app 
for Apple TV. The two tech 
giants have been engaged 
in a comically long-winded 
stand-off, but appear to 
have found a resolution. No 
more AirPlaying Mr Robot.

BLUE PLANET 2 
GOES ULTRA-iPLAYER 
The Beeb has made 
Sir David Attenborough’s 
watery spectacular Blue 
Planet 2 the first show to 
be streamable in 4K HDR 
on its iPlayer platform. 
Who said you need flippers 
and a smelly wetsuit to 
see eye-poppingly vivid 
coral reefs?

NEWS FEED



24

1

4

7

2

5

8

3

6

9

A P SP
This month’s mobile must-downloads

1 Streaks Workout
£3.99 / iOS
One of our favourite iPhone apps 
returns to bring more pain. Now you 
can create workouts based on timed 
sets and reps, partake in planks, 
and have the app helpfully bark 
“EXERCISE!” when a new set begins.

4 Canva
£free (IAPs) / Android
Finally on Android, Canva is about 
design for the rest of us. Grab a 
template, pinch, tap, pretend you 
know what you’re doing, and in 
a few minutes you’ll be the proud 
owner of a new digital poster.

7 Duke Dashington 
Remastered
£free / Android, iOS
The bushy-moustached Duke 
has no patience for inching 
along. Instead he dashes through 
dungeons, grabbing bling before he 
becomes a buried treasure himself.

2 Insight Heart
£1.99 / iOS
When Apple unleashed the ARKit 
developer framework, it probably 
didn’t expect the killer app to be 
a beating heart that levitates above 
your dinner table. Still, more hygienic 
than an actual heart being there.

5 Lego AR Studio
£free / iOS
As Lego goes AR, it’s on a mission 
to surprise. Here, the virtual kits all 
have controllable elements – and 
the fire station scene includes a 
building that catches alight. Please 
just remember it’s not real.

8 Rez Infinite
£8.99 / Android + Daydream
The Dreamcast’s finest game hits 
Android – sort of. You’ll need a 
Daydream headset to experience 
this astonishing music/shooter 
mash-up… and then you’ll never 
want to take it off again.

3 AIO Launcher
£free (IAPs) / Android
Spend hours every day tweaking 
widgets? Got a new admiration for 
minimalism? This launcher is for 
you, stripping your homescreen 
back to a scrolling list of vital info 
and installed apps.

6 Million Onion Hotel
£3.89 /Android  ●  £3.99 / iOS
Another match game? Yawn. How 
about one that’s a whack-a-mole 
set in a hotel sucked into another 
galaxy where the mafia scrap over 
magical onion soup? At least, we 
think that’s what’s going on.

9 Far From Noise
£2.99 / iOS
A mindfulness take on Lifeline-style 
adventures, this one finds you 
teetering on the brink. It’s one to 
help you mull the meaning of life, 
and be glad you’re not in a Citroen 
about to tumble off a cliff.

VINTAGE 
PORT

GRID 
AUTOSPORT 
ON MOBILE

We’ve heard 
people bang on 

about mobile not 
being for ‘proper’ 
games so many 
times we want 
to bean them 

with a console – 
a really heavy 
one. Still, now 

Grid Autosport is 
here, they might 

finally shut up. 
This racer, 

available for 10 
quid on iOS (and 
due on Android 

in the first half of 
this year) isn’t 

a simplified 
take on the 

Codemasters 
AAA hit – it is 

the Codemasters 
AAA hit. 

Everything’s 
accounted for: 
100 cars and 
100 circuits; 
an absurdly 

customisable 
difficulty setup, 

and blindingly 
gorgeous 

graphics. Only 
now, this is 

all running on 
a smartphone. 

It’s quite the 
sight to behold 
– and there’s 

not a whiff 
of freemium 

either.
£9.99 / iOS
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As someone who rewards 
himself for 10 minutes on 
the rowing machine with 
a Twix, I’m perhaps not 
Apple’s target market for 

GymKit, the tech that’s now rolling out in 
Virgin Active gyms nationwide. Even so, 
it’s easy to see why its introduction to the 
fitness world is interesting. 

Smartwatches are great at hoovering 
up stats outdoors, but gym gear leaves 
them cold – even if your Apple Watch can 
fire calorie and step counts at you all day 
long, the standard workout app can’t 
track a treadmill’s incline. Likewise, your 
Apple Watch can’t give your gym machine 
the lowdown on your general fitness 
(or lack thereof). But, as long as you’re 
running watchOS 4.1 and using a 
compatible machine, these are now 
annoyances of the past. 

The GymKit process is much like using 
Apple Pay. Tap your Watch on a cardio 
machine’s NFC logo; it’ll beep and bring 

up a confirmation screen. Prod this and 
you’re ready to go. A combination of 
Bluetooth and NFC keeps your data 
syncing between the machine and 
your Watch in real time. A treadmill’s 
dashboard, for example, will display the 
heart-rate reading coming from your 
wrist. Hit pause for a breather and the 
Watch will pause too. When you check 
your Activity app later on, you’ll find that 
the additional stats have been logged in 
your Workout. 

What this means, Watch owners 
about to start a 2018 fitness regime, 
is that you can now get the same kind 
of data from workouts as you’ve been 
getting from outdoor runs. No slacking!

GYMKIT KEEPS YOUR 
DATA SYNCING BETWEEN 
THE CARDIO MACHINE 
AND YOUR APPLE WATCH

#29 APPLE GYMKIT
Matt Tate

DECIPHER
ALLOW ME TO EXPLAIN…

Smarter than you look
MISFIT COMMAND

Smartwatches are getting more feature-packed all the time, but not 
everyone wants an ostentatious fluoro-chunk on their wrist. So the 

Command – arguably Misfit’s most desirable timepiece yet – is sleek 
and subtle. Mind, it does have a busier face than the old Misfit Phase, 

with more visible details and a sub-eye with icons for each notification. 
If you receive a text or call, for example, the corresponding graphic will 

light up to let you know. The Command can also track your activity, 
while a button on the side can be customised to perform different 

functions, such as activating your phone’s camera or pausing songs. 
And the cherry on top? Apparently it tells the time pretty well too. 

£135 / misfit.com

Beaming bargain
BENQ W1700

Let’s be clear about this: £1499 is a lot of dosh. Have you ever thought 
about how many Freddos you could buy for that much money? But in 
the world of 4K HDR projectors, £1499 sounds like a bit of a steal, and 

that’s the asking price BenQ has slapped on its W1700. Claimed to 
feature true 8.3MP Ultra HD resolution, the projector should make 

movies pop, especially when you factor in CinematicColor tech 
that endeavours to produce colours that meet Hollywood’s high 

standards. It’s already on sale so big-screen hunters should be 
able to go out and buy one right now, unless of course that Freddo 

proposition is just too tempting… 
from £1499 / benq.co.uk
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BMW i8 Roadster 
BMW might have chopped the top 
off its sportiest hybrid, but the i8 
Roadster keeps the iconic scissor 

doors of the coupé. 3D-printed 
aluminium body panels sit over 
a carbon-fibre tub, with a petrol 

engine driving the rear wheels and 
an electric motor sending power 

to the front. The folding roof 
electrically drops in 16 seconds 
so everyone can see you being 

all environmentally friendly… 
well, as much as you can be in 

a 374bhp supercar. 
from £124,730 / bmw.co.uk

Land Rover Range Rover 
SVAutobiography

Prefer being driven to actually 
driving yourself, but think a 

Rolls-Royce sits a little too low 
to the ground? The Range Rover 
SVAutobiography Is the luxury 

high-rider you’ve been waiting for. 
It’s like a health spa on four wheels, 

with aeroplane-style seats that 
give hot stone massages at the 

push of a button. The built-in fridge 
should keep your bubbly chilled, 

and the 557bhp supercharged V8 
will keep your chauffeur happy. 

from £167,850 / landrover.co.uk 

Chevrolet Corvette ZR1 
Convertible

Lopping the top off a car usually 
means it gains a load of extra 

weight to reinforce the bits that are 
left. Not so with the 2019 Corvette, 
the first ZR1 since the ’70s to have 
a folding roof. Chevvy reckons the 
aluminium frame is tough enough 
to take it, so the convertible only 

weighs 27kg more than the coupé. 
It’s got the same supercharged 

6.2-litre V8 engine under the hood, 
with enough grunt to get you to 

60mph in less than three seconds.
from £93,000 / chevrolet.co.uk

Subaru Ascent
The SUV is as American as apple 

pie, bald eagles and XXXL clothing 
– which must make the Subaru 
Ascent the Uncle Sam of big and 

tall cars. And that’s not just 
because its seven seats give 

it some serious road presence. 
No, it’s because this thing has a 

ridiculous 19 cup-holders. Nineteen! 
You’d be able to keep a small town 
hydrated with one of these. So it’s 
a good job it’ll still fit in a drive-thru 
lane, with driver-assist technology 
present to help you squeeze though.

from US$35,000 / subaru.co.uk

Whether you’re a V8 purist or gearing up to go 12v 
electric, these are the motors to get revved up about

LA AUTO 
SHOW 2017

B E S OT F
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Jeep Wrangler JL 
Jeeps have been conquering 
mountains, fording rivers and 

shrugging off the elements for 
decades, but the JL will be the first 
to do it without belching fumes. It’s 
not going to out-Prius a Prius, but 
a mild hybrid system should keep 
the 2-litre turbocharged engine 

in check with petrol-free coasting 
when you’re not stamping on the 
accelerator pedal. You get plenty 

of mod cons behind the removable 
door panels too – not bad for 

an off-road beast.
from $26,995 / jeep.co.uk

Bollinger B1
Yes, it sort of looks like a Land Rover 

Defender made out of Meccano, 
but beyond the “I just can’t put my 

ruler down” styling the B1 is as 
future-friendly as they come. 

It’s fully electric, so with no bulky 
engine taking up room under 
the bonnet you get a second 

cavernous storage area to sling 
your stuff. A ‘headgate’ up front 

to match the tailgate at the back, 
if you like. And it’ll wade through 

3ft-deep water without 
electrocuting you. 

£tba / bollingermotors.com

Toyota FT-AC concept 
Scaling rocky ridges and crossing 
vast deserts is pretty pointless if 

you can’t snap a selfie while you’re 
there. Toyota’s concept SUV lets 

you leave the camera at home, 
because it has a load of ’em built 

into the bumper and door panels. 
They shoot in infrared for exploring 

at night, and pop off so you can 
hook them up to a mountain bike. 

The fog lights do a similar trick, 
and the built-in Wi-Fi hotspot 
lets you upload your clips from 

just about anywhere.
£tba / toyota.com

Volkswagen ID Crozz
The Crozz won’t take over your 
commute with its autonomous 

driving modes for a few years yet. 
But that isn’t going to stop VW 

letting loose its all-electric SUV 
before the end of the decade. Twin 

motors should deliver plenty of 
power, fast charging will get you 
80% refuelled in half an hour, and 

you’ll manage 300 miles between 
top-ups. Flashy extras like voice-
activated doors and a retractable 

steering wheel might not make the 
cut for launch day, though.
£tba / volkswagen.co.uk
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The long-running series’ first 
instalment to debut on the 
current generation of consoles, 
Monster Hunter: World pits you 
– and up to three friends, when 
played with maximum fun in 
mind – against giant, majestic 
and often bizarre creatures in 
multi-stage battles.

Having ploughed several 
hours into the PS4 beta, we 
are happy to report that the 
addictive, rewarding and plain 
weird Monster Hunter special 
sauce is very much in evidence 
here, despite Capcom’s decision 
to make this the biggest, boldest 

and most Western-pitched title 
in the series yet. 

With a vast, lushly vegetated 
open-worldish map to explore, 
we were initially concerned that 
tracking down targets would be 
a tricky task, but the addition of 
Scout flies (a green-tinged cloud 
of smart bugs that highlight 
creatures’ footprints, dung 
and other telltale signs) make 
locating your mark a simple but 
involving process – a lot like the 
The Witcher 3’s investigation 
sequences, in fact.

The real meat of Monster 
Hunter: World comes in its 

fights. These marathon boss 
battles can stretch on for ages, 
requiring you to use your main 
weapon – of which there were 
over a dozen in the beta, all with 
complex move sets to master 
– alongside traps and other 
tools to weaken your prey while 
dodging to avoid attacks. It’s a 
bit like Dark Souls if every single 
baddie was an enormous, scaly, 
fire-breathing boss.

Despite being just a glimpse 
of the full game, the beta showed 
how challenging, exhilarating 
and rewarding taking down a big 
beast feels. Bring on the hunt.

FIRST PLAY MONSTER HUNTER: WORLD PC, PS4, XBOX ONE
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SOULCALIBUR VI
PC, PS4, Xbox One
Twenty years on from the release of 
the original, Bandai Namco’s brawler is 
battling back onto the scene – and back 
to its roots. Built on the Unreal Engine 4, 
Soulcalibur VI will revisit the events of 
the original game, with a familiar cast of 
characters and reworked swordplay.

MEDIEVIL (REMASTERED)
PS4
Another game that debuted 20 years ago, 
MediEvil was a beloved hack-and-slash 
adventure developed in house by Sony 
for the original PlayStation – and now, like 
quite a few classic Sony games, it’s coming 
back as a remaster that’ll put 4K meat on 
the original’s standard-def bones.

JANUARY
● LOST SPHEAR
● DRAGON BALL FIGHTERZ
FEBRUARY
● SHADOW OF THE COLOSSUS REMAKE
● METAL GEAR SURVIVE
MARCH
● SEA OF THIEVES
● NI NO KUNI II: REVENANT KINGDOM
● FAR CRY 5

BEST OF THE GAME AWARDS ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIRST LOOK YOU TREAD ON MY DREAMS

INCOMING

Brit developer Media Molecule 
has just given the world its 
first glimpse at a title that 
makes its previous efforts 
– the cutesy LittleBigPlanet 
and Tearaway platform series 
– look about as simple as a 
game of noughts and crosses. 
Dreams takes one of LBP’s 

core concepts – that at the 
heart of every gamer there’s 
a frustrated creative genius – 
and dials it up to 11.

While LBP came with a 
basic selection of level design 
tools and textures built in, 
Dreams hands players not 
only a palette of pre-made 
assets but also the ability to 
create their own 3D objects, 
compose their own musical 

scores and set their own 
scripting triggers and switches. 
The result is near-infinite 
potential – to build game 
levels and also to create short 
Pixar-esque movies.

These creations can also 
be exported for other Dreams 
players to use in their own 
worlds, which means you’ll be 
able to save time by grabbing 
any prop, texture or melody 

you find. There are even plans 
to let you 3D-print your 
designs, bringing them out 
of the virtual realm.

‘Game’ seems too narrow 
a term to encapsulate what 
Media Molecule is shooting 
for here (although a pre-made 
game mode is promised). 
‘Game changer’ might 
be more accurate for this 
colossal project. 

DREAMS
PS4

BAYONETTA 3
Switch
Bespectacled bullet-botherer Bayonetta 
is back – or at least, she will be at some 
point in the not-too-distant future. A 
teaser trailer revealed that Bayonetta 3 
is currently under development for Switch 
and, while we don’t know a release date, 
our trigger fingers are already itching.
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Reely useful
GARY 2.0
How much time do you reckon 
you’ve wasted untangling 
earphones? Actually, don’t 
guess – we don’t want to ruin 
your month. Gary 2.0 aims to 
slash waiting times for your 
music. Just place the wires over 
the inner hook and it will reel 
them in. The next time you 
need them, tug the end and 
they’ll unravel tangle-free. 
from £9 / kickstarter.com

Technical wizardry
YEEHAW WAND 
This gadget resembles a 
children’s hairbrush, but 
waggle it near your phone 
and the Yeehaw app will 
track its movement and build 
a virtual object on the screen. 
Once you’re happy with your 
creation, you can make it 
with a 3D printer, or send 
it to Yeehaw, who’ll ship your 
masterpiece right back to you.
from $99 / yeehaw3d.com

Buddy up
VINCI 2.0 

HEADPHONES 
The world wasn’t ready for the 

original Vinci smart headphones. 
Those huge cans featured a voice 
assistant and a 3.2in touchscreen 

that alerted the entire bus to 
your power ballad playlist. The 
Vinci 2.0 buds have an equally 

enviable feature set, but these 
look like something you might 

actually wear in public. Support 
for both cellular and Wi-Fi means 
you can go for a jog without your 

phone while issuing orders to 
Alexa. Or you can control Spotify 

with gestures. Add in noise 
cancellation, all-day battery life 

and a full helping of fitness-
tracking tech, and you’ve got 
headphones from the future.

 from US$89 / shop.vinci.im

S T A R ET NM U
The latest startups, crowdfunded projects and plain crazy ideas

KICK-

STA
RTER

KICK-

STA
RTER

KICK-

STA
RTER

Switch to Pi
PIP
Pip encourages kids to play 
games… then tear them to 
pieces and figure out how 
to make them on their own. 
It may look like a Switch 
knock-off but this is actually 
a Pi-powered unit where you 
can learn, invent, code, and use 
the PipHAT add-on to control a 
game of Space Invaders using 
electric paint and a banana. 
from £150 / curiouschip.com

KICK-

STA
RTER

A bounty of battery
CHOCOLATE 
HUB 2 
From above, this little device 
looks like a massive bar of 
chocolate… but chomp down 
on it and your teeth will get a 
nasty shock. This is actually 
a Qi charging pad on which to 
plonk your shiny new phone, 
with enough ports along its 
sides to serve as a hub for any 
under-equipped MacBook. 
from $89 / 23devices.com

INDIE-

GOGO
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Eyes on the skies
DJI GOGGLES RACING EDITION

Imagine the outrage if Lewis Hamilton had to steer his Mercedes with 
a remote control. And yet drone racers are expected to stay grounded 
while their mini ’copters speed through the air. DJI’s solution? Goggles 
that give you a first-person view of your device and let you control it 

using a head-tracking gimbal mode. And now DJI has given those 
goggles an update by introducing the Racing Edition. Transmission 

resolution is 1280x960, and with latency as low as 50ms everything 
should look super-smooth as you take those corners. There’s a control 
range of up to 7km and, best of all, they play nice with non-DJI drones so 

nobody will be excluded from your F1-rivalling races.
£549 / dji.com

Gimme belter
PRO-JECT ROLLING STONES 

RECORD PLAYER
If you’re after a disc-spinner that pays tribute to one of the biggest 
rock’n’roll bands the world has ever seen, your options have just 

doubled. Following a previous Beatles-themed turntable, Austrian 
brand Pro-Ject Audio Systems has launched its Rolling Stones Record 

Player. It’s essentially a special edition of Pro-Ject’s (very good) 
Debut III, but with John Pasche’s iconic tongue-and-lips logo taking 
pride of place on the glossy base. Getting it hooked up to a high-end 

hi-fi system is a painless process, so you can have a full-blast 
Jagger interrupting your neighbours’ peaceful afternoon in no 

time at all. Pity they didn’t paint it black.
£329 / henleyaudio.co.uk

Freefly? Don’t they make gear for all 
the bazillion-dollar blockbusters?
Correct. Stroll onto any Hollywood film set 
and you’re bound to spot a Freefly Systems 
drone or gimbal that would probably shift 
for something well into five figures. That 
Captain America’s most action-packed 
scenes are wobble-free probably owes 
as much to Freefly’s stabilisation tech as 
it does to CGI. The slightly more affordable 
US$299 Freefly Movi is a ‘cinema robot’ 
designed for budding auteurs who do their 
shooting on an iPhone. 

Gotcha. So it’s a gimbal for my phone?
Well, that’d be underselling this product 
somewhat… although a custom-built 
gimbal is definitely involved, with a pair 
of motors inside the unit working to stop 
your phone jumping around during that 
killer shot. And it should be good: the 
software that makes it work draws from 
Freefly’s years of experience in the 
business of filming footage as smooth 
as a James Bond chat-up line. 

I see. So with one of these in hand I’m 
heading straight for the big time? 
The best gimbal in the world can’t rescue 
a turkey, but the idea is that your project 
will look like something shot using far pricier 
equipment. You can pan, rotate and tilt the 
system at the touch of a button, and its 
L-shaped design means you can rest it 
on a surface when handheld shooting isn’t 
required. Saves lugging a tripod around. 

I can already taste my cinematography 
Bafta. Anything else? 
In the app, you have a variety of shooting 
modes to mess around with. ‘Echo’ lets you 
manually select your start, end-point and 
duration, so Movi will automatically move 
exactly when you need it to. Another mode, 
‘Orbit’, keeps the shot fixed on your subject 
while you circle. You’ll be dizzy, but at least 
it will look great. A small price to pay for 
Hollywood fame.

 WTF IS 
THE FREEFLY 
MOVI 
STABILISER?
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New year, same you

THE INPATIENT 
Manage to finish the 
PSVR version of Resident 
Evil 7 with a clean pair  
of underwear? Congrats, 
you’re braver than us.  
For your next scare fix, 
consider The Inpatient,  
a hospital-based 
psychological horror 
made by the same people 
behind cult PS4 hit Until 
Dawn. It’s even set in the 
same universe.

IT (BLU-RAY) 
It did the clowning 
industry no favours at all, 
but last year’s big-screen 
adaptation of Stephen 
King’s famous novel was  
a commercial and critical 
success. And now you’ll 
be able to let Pennywise 
into your home. 

LUMIERE LONDON
Back for a second  
year, Lumiere London 
essentially turns the city 
into an art installation. 
With contributions from 
more than 40 artists, 
you’ll be able to see 
famous landmarks on 
both sides of the Thames 
in a whole new light. 

THE GO! TEAM: 
SEMICIRCLE 
The band behind  
the LittleBigPlanet 
soundtrack are back  
with their fifth album, 
which will add to their 
collection of energetic 
foot-stompers. If you’re 
unfamiliar with the band, 
we advise you buy a pack 
of fizzy sweets and a 
skipping rope before 
pressing play. 

COCO
Pixar rarely releases a dud 
movie, and its latest is as 
visually delicious as any 
of its previous hits. Coco 
follows a 12-year-old 
music lover on a journey 
through the land of the 
dead (yes, a bit like The 
Book of Life). It’s a love 
letter to Mexican culture, 
and Americans have been 
banging on about how 
great it is for months. 

9 years ago 
Liam Neeson 

stars in  
Taken

22 years ago 
Dragon Ball Z ’s 
original run in 
Japan ends 

24th 

19th

THEN

THEN

ALSO IN 
CINEMAS:
Early Man 

Downsizing
The Post

Molly’s Game
Insidious:  

The Last Key

 CATCH  
THEM LIVE:

18 Jan, 
Banquet 
Records, 
Kingston

22 Jan,  
Rough Trade, 

Bristol

● 
NEXT 
ISSUE
March
The 100  
best apps  
On sale 
01/02/18

18th 

19th

Watch 
The Commuter 

in cinemas

Play Dragon 
Ball FighterZ

NOW 

NOW 

15th

JAN
YOUR MONTH 
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If you like coffee, or tea, or carrots that haven’t 
gone all brown and soft and yucky because 
they’ve been sitting at the bottom of the fridge 
for two months, then this month’s competition 
prize – a trio of connected gadgets from kitchen 
specialists Smarter – is for you. 

The Smarter Coffee, as you might have twigged 
from the smartphone leaning against it in the 
picture, is no ordinary caffeine-pusher. You can 
use your phone to set it brewing from your bed, 
and this second-gen version can respond to the 
likes of Alexa, Google Assistant and IFTTT.

The iKettle offers the same level of remote control 
over the water for your afternoon cuppa, while the 
wireless FridgeCam lets you check on the contents 
of your fridge from anywhere – no more “Do we 
need Babybels?” panic in Asda – and will even help 
you track expiry dates to avoid wastage. 

Visit smarter.am to find out more about all three 
Smarter kitchen gadgets.

HOW TO ENTER
For the chance to turn your kitchen into 
a smart tech superhub, just head over to 
stuff.tv/win and answer this question: 

WHAT ARE NAIVE PEOPLE 
SOMETIMES URGED TO 
WAKE UP AND SMELL?
A … The coffee
B … The breath of a 
panting wolfhound
C … The lead singer of 
Echo & The Bunnymen
Terms & conditions 1 Open to UK residents aged 18 or over. 
2 Entries close 11.59pm, 8 Feb 2018. 3 Prizes are as stated. 
4 Prizes are non-transferable. 5 Only one entry per person. 
For full Haymarket terms and conditions see stuff.tv/win
Promoter Haymarket, 69 London Road, Twickenham TW1 3SP

HURRY! 
COMPETITION 

CLOSES 
8 FEBRUARY 

2018

W I N

SMARTER 
COFFEE 
2ND GEN
RRP £180

FRIDGECAM
RRP £150

iKETTLE 
3RD GEN
RRP £100

WIN A SMARTER COFFEE, iKETTLE 
& FRIDGECAM, TOTAL VALUE £430
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Cycling
Gobble up the miles 

with a little help 
from some of this 
bike-friendly tech

Smarts
For those who want 
a wrist-companion 

with brains to 
match the brawn

p44

p36

p38
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35

Strap yourself in for our rundown of the finest

fitness trackers available to the human wrist

S U R V I V A L  O F 

T H E  F I T T E S T

Invisibles
Discreet trackers 

that let you pretend 
you’re just wearing 

a watch

Running
What to wear when 

you’re pounding 
the pavements 

like Rocky

Swimming
Take the plunge into 
tracking your pool 
performance with 

one of these

p42

p36

p40
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Dull work
The Vivosport’s screen 

isn’t exactly a beacon of 
brightness, but it still 

shows your daily activity 
stats along with your 

running heart-rate 
zones. 

Tap and run 
You’re just two presses 

of the middle button 
away from getting a 
speedy GPS fi x and 
heading out on the 
road – perfect for a 
quick pre-work jog.  

Slim fast
The 935’s optical 
heart-rate sensor 
doesn’t protrude 

quite as much as its 
predecessors, making 
it more comfortable 

for 24/7 use.

3

1

2
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£470 / stuff .tv/Garmin935
� is fl agship Forerunner 
makes other running trackers 
look about as sophisticated 
as your old stopwatch-toting 
PE teacher. � is is no 
wrist-hogging monster 
either: you get a full running 
coach in a watch that won’t 
look out of place at work.

� e problem with most 
serious running watches: 
wear one in the pub before 
you’re in Mo Farah shape and 
you’ll look the picture of ‘all 
the gear, no idea’. � e Garmin 
Forerunner 935 addresses 
this. It’s incredibly slim and 
light for a watch of such 
run-tracking power. 

Battery life sets it apart 
from cheaper Garmin watches. 
With up to 24 hours of GPS 
tracking, the Forerunner 935 
can easily survive a couple 

of marathons, not just your 
puny jog around the park.

Breakdown cover
� is tracker will also help you 
get to the start line without 
any injuries – Garmin’s new 
‘training load’ feature tells you 
whether you’re overdoing it 
or just toying with the pain 
barrier. � ere’s an altimeter 
too, so you get extra credit 
for climbing up stairs. 

� e Forerunner 935’s solid 
heart-rate sensor means you 
can leave the chest strap at 
home, though stat scientists 
can still hook one up via 
ANT+. It will even fl ing out 
notifi cations just as happily 
as an Android Wear band. It’s 
not cheap but, boy, is it good.

£200 / 
stuff .tv/PolarM430
At less than half the price 
of the biggest hitters, this 
is a smash for hobbyist 
runners looking for 
novice-friendly guidance.
 
If you don’t need your 
running watch to analyse 
your vertical oscillation or 
last a full weekend of hike 
tracking, then the Polar 
M430 is hard to beat. It 
has almost everything 
we’re after, including GPS 
and wrist-based heart 
tracking. Eight hours of 
GPS use will do the job 
for long-distance jogs 
too, although the M430’s 
key appeal is how good it 
is for beginners. 

A digital personal trainer 
will guide you through the 
run up to a 5K, a marathon 
or anything in between. 
It’s eff ective, and arguably 
less annoying than a real 
personal trainer.
Stuff  says ★★★★✩

£170 / stuff .tv/Vivosport
It looks like a fi tness 
band, it feels like a fi tness 
band – but the Vivosport 
crams more power into 
its slimline profi le than 
a Kenyan distance runner.

For a lot of runners, the 
Vivosport will be just as 
useful as a Forerunner 
935, but for £300 less. 
It’s only 10.9mm thick, yet 
Garmin has shoehorned 
in GPS, an altimeter and 
a heart-rate sensor. 

OK, you’ll only wring 
eight hours of full run 
tracking from a single 
charge and, putting our 
Gok Wan glasses on, it’s 
not the prettiest fi tness 
band around. But even 
when you’re using it for 
notifi cations you’ll get 
around a week of normal 
use between charges, 
and it’s a lot more capable 
than most trackers in this 
weight category.
Stuff  says ★★★★✩

THE STAT 
SUPREMO 
GARMIN FORERUNNER 935

NOW TRY THIS: MAKE RUNNING ACTUALLY FUN

THAT 
PERSONAL 
TOUCH
POLAR 
M430

SLENDER 
BUT 
SMART
GARMIN 
VIVOSPORT 

What’s the easiest way to get fi t and thin? Grab some trainers, 

your front door keys and one of these run-obsessed trackers… 

1

Stuff  says ★★★★★ 
A piece of running 
watch royalty

STEP IT UP Garmin Index Smart Scale
These scales combine nicely with your 
Forerunner to give you ludicrously detailed 
stats in Garmin’s Connect app. 
£150 / garmin.com

<< Run An Empire
This real-world strategy game, not unlike the board 
game Risk, will quite possibly see you sprinting down 
a local road just to conquer your neighbour’s territory. 
£free / iOS

Nike+ Run Club
An app that connects you to a community of runners: 
it tracks runs on its own, lets you unlock achievements, 
and has league tables to let you get ultra-competitive.
£free / iOS, Android

2 3
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£260 / stuff .tv/ElemntBolt
Bikers! It’s time to look 
beyond the watch face and 
embrace the possibilities of 
the cycle computer. � is 
system packs in a handlebar 
hub, heart-rate strap and 
sensors galore to help you 
measure… well, everything 
bar what you drank at the 
pub stop.

� e best tracker choice for 
cyclists isn’t one you wear 
on your wrist. Why so? First, 
taking your hands off  the 
bars is not a great idea. 
Wrist-worn heart-rate 
sensors are also renowned 
for struggling with road 
vibrations. And anyway, now 
you can Robocop-up the bike 
itself with sensors.

� e Wahoo Elemnt Bolt 
Bundle gets you the lot. At 
its heart is the aerodynamic 

cycling computer, which 
mounts on your handlebars, 
has built-in GPS for reliable 
route-tracking and lasts 15 
hours off  a charge. 

A sensor adventure
� en there are the secondary 
sensors, which wirelessly 
link up to the Bolt hub. � e 
Cadence and Speed sensors 
help with distance readings 
and monitor your pedalling 
speed – the pros don’t pedal 
harder, they change gear, so 
a cadence sensor will teach 
you to do the same. 

Lastly, there’s the Wahoo 
Tickr, a chest-strap heart 
sensor that’s as accurate as 
anything you’ll fi nd outside 
a paramedic’s bag.

£219 / 
stuff .tv/SuuntoWristHR
� is Strava-friendly 
tracker off ers high-end 
cred at a sensible price. 

OK, it’s more of a triathlon 
watch than a cycling 
specialist, but this Suunto 
has all the sensors you 
need to slurp up some 
lovely data and pour it 
into your favourite biking 
apps. Older Suunto 
watches struggled with 
their heart-rate sensors, 
but this one’s fi ne – and 
you can always hook 
it up to a Bluetooth HR 
strap, cadence sensor 
or power meter for more 
intense stats. 

� row in the option of 
GPS waypoints, and what 
you have is a watch that’s 
pretty similar to the 
Garmin Fenix 5 but at a 
much lower price… which 
is handy if you also have 
half an eye on that new 
Rapha softshell jacket. 
Stuff  says ★★★✩✩

from £free / iOS, Android
Wallet not in the mood to 
shell out on new gadgets? 
Download Strava and 
become obsessed with 
segments, trophies and 
karma instead.

� ere’s already a decent 
slab of cycle-tracking 
hardware in your pocket. 
It’s not quite as convenient 
or well-connected as a 
bike computer, but your 
phone does boast some 
super-motivating cycling 
apps – and the best of 
these is still Strava. Its 
free version chops your 
GPS-tracked route into 
little chunks, so you can 
compare yourself against 
others and mutter about 
that Colombian climber’s 
impossible times. 

� e £5.99/month 
Premium service unlocks 
advanced coaching, stats 
like your ‘suff er score’ 
and beacons for beaming 
your location to friends 
in case you go careering 
straight off  a cliff .
Stuff  says ★★★★★

THE STAT-LOVING 
SUPERCOMPUTER
WAHOO ELEMNT BOLT BUNDLE

NOW TRY THIS: REINVENT YOUR RIDE 

BIKING 
BESTIE 
SUUNTO SPARTAN 
TRAINER WRIST HR

KING OF 
THE APPS
STRAVA 

Three diff erent approaches to tracking your pedal power will give you 

all the stats you’ll need for your next crack at the Tour de France

1

Stuff  says ★★★★★ 
A one-box route to a 
truly tech-packed bike

NOW ADD THIS Wahoo KICKR SNAP
Weather still looking decidedly duck-friendly? 
This indoor trainer feels like the real thing, 
except you can watch telly at the same time.
£500 / wahoofi tness.com

2 3

<< Relive
Most cycling apps turn your epic fi ve-hour cycle into 
a squiggle on a map. Relive makes it suitably dramatic 
by converting your route into a video.
£free / iOS, Android 

The Suff erfest  
This app for your iPhone and laptop combines serious 
training routines, and not just for your bike – there’s a 
yoga element too, and even coaching for your brain. 
£free / iOS, macOS, Windows
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Chase and status
Strava’s main feed 

mixes your recent rides 
together with those 

you follow, so you can 
ensure you still hold the 
record on that segment 

near the offi  ce. 

Greyed escape
� e two side buttons 
let you zoom in and 

out of maps, and 
the black and white 

screen is easy to read 
even in beaming 

sunshine.

Untapped talent
� e Suunto’s screen 
isn’t touch-sensitive, 

but we prefer 
navigating sports 

trackers with trusty 
buttons rather than our 

sweaty fi ngers.

2

3

1
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A bold Moov
Get the Moov Now and 
Moov HR Sweat bundle 

(£104), and you’ll get 
swimming heart-rate 

readings to analyse 
how much eff ort 

you’ve put in.

Guiding light
� e Gear Fit2 Pro’s 

curved AMOLED screen 
is one of the brightest 
on any fi tness tracker, 

which makes it readable 
even when the sun’s 

beating down. 

Chilled beats
� e Apple Watch is one 
of the few trackers on 
the market that logs 

your heart rate during 
swims, which is handy 

for accurate calorie 
burn stats. 

1

2

3
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T H E  S P E C I A L I S T S

£209 / stuff .tv/GearFit2Pro
Most fi tness bands still need 
their swimming armbands, 
but the Gear Fit2 Pro is one 
of the few that thrives in the 
pool. And it’s not half bad on 
dry land either…

Did you know that normal 
water-resistance isn’t good 
enough for swimming? Even 
if you can dunk a wearable 
in 1m of water, that doesn’t 
mean it can hack the pool. 
� e Fit2 Pro has full 5ATM 
(50m) water-resistance, 
making it ready for anything 
bar deep-sea diving. 

It’s just as happy with open 
water-swimming, using GPS 
for tracking, as it is in the 
pool. � ere are a couple of 
extra-thoughtful features 
too: a ‘water lock’ mode that 
turns off  the touchscreen to 
prevent bubbles prematurely 

ending your workout, and 
an app called Speedo On 
that comes pre-installed.

Speedo torpedo
Don’t worry: this app has 
nothing to do with overly 
tight swimming trunks. 
It’s more like a Strava for 
swimmers, letting you track 
distance, strokes, lap times 
and Swolf score, which is 
a handy estimate of your 
effi  ciency (see below). 

With up to nine hours of 
use with GPS tracking on, 
there’s just enough juice for 
a swim across the Channel. 
And there are great apps for 
running, hiking and day-to-
day tracking too, along with 
offl  ine Spotify support.   

from £329 / 
stuff .tv/AppleWatch3
It’s far from the cheapest 
swim tracker around, 
but the Apple Watch has 
some pretty nifty tricks 
for swimmers.

Not many people will 
be buying an Apple 
Watch just to track their 
breaststroke, but it’s one 
of the best watches for 
casual swimmers. Its 
accelerometer does a 
cracking job of counting 
strokes and lengths, even 
automatically dividing up 
your eff orts by stroke 
type. � en, when you 
boldly venture into 
outdoor lakes, the GPS 
pings a satellite every 
time your crawl arm 
comes out of the water 
to help it log accurate 
distances. 

And because all of this 
is baked into the Watch’s 
software, you don’t even 
have to mess about with 
third-party apps. 
Stuff  says ★★★★★

£46 / stuff .tv/MoovNow
Mix some smart software 
with an intelligent coin 
and you get the perfect 
budget tracker for 
anyone dipping their 
toes back into swimming. 

� ere isn’t much point 
in tracking your swims 
if your style is best 
described as ‘drowning 
hippo’. Enter this handy 
little swimming coach. 
Like the Apple Watch, 
the Moov Now can 
automatically recognise 
your swimming stroke, 
along with more specifi c 
data like your distance 
per stroke (DPS). At the 
end of your report you’ll 
even get little coaching 
tips on your form. 

OK, there’s no GPS for 
tracking outdoor swims, 
but the Now packs in 
a lot considering it’s a 
little plastic disc with 
a six-month battery life. 
You’ll be bagging distance 
badges in no time.
Stuff  says ★★★★★

THE POOL-LOVING 
FITNESS TRACKER
SAMSUNG GEAR FIT2 PRO

NOW TRY THIS: FIND YOUR INNER SWOLF

SPLASH 
THE CASH
APPLE WATCH 
SERIES 3

GET ON 
THE COACH
MOOV 
NOW 

Bashing out a few lengths of the pool is a great way to get all-round fi t 

without breaking your body – so here are the best swim-friendly trackers

1

Stuff  says ★★★★✩ 
It turns out trackers 
and water do mix

USE IT WITH Finis Duo
IPX8 water-resistance and bone-conduction 
headphone tech mean the Finis Duo mp3 
player can be used in the pool. 
£111 / amazon.co.uk

1. What it is 
Swolf is short for ‘swim golf’ and 
is another way to judge swimming 
skills. It’s all to do with effi  ciency, 
rather than counting lengths.

2. How to get it 
Some swim trackers will work out 
your score. Otherwise just add your 
strokes per length to the amount 
of time it takes to swim a length. 

3. How to use it 
The lower your score the better, 
hence the golfi ng link. Comparing 
scores is fun, but like a daily steps 
goal, the aim is self-improvement.

2 3
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£170 / 
stuff .tv/VivomoveHR
Two little taps turn this 
from a classic analogue 
watch into a fi tness-
tracking smartwatch. 

� e Vivomove HR 
manages to hide its 
smarts even better than 
the Nokia Steel HR. Until 
you double-tap the face 
it looks just like a plain 
analogue watch. � ose 
taps, though, make white 
OLED characters appear 
at the bottom of the face. 
� is lets you see your 
activity count, the date, 
your heart rate and even 
your stress level. 

OK, the fl oating display 
isn’t clear in all conditions, 
but it does also serve 
up phone notifi cations. 
And your stats end up 
in the same Connect 
app used by Garmin’s 
hardcore running watches. 

£170 / stuff .tv/SteelHR
� is apparently analogue 
watch has secret 
heart-tracking skills 
and is a Steel in more 
ways than one…

� is is a smarter kind of 
hybrid smartwatch. On 
the face of it, the Steel 
HR looks like a minimalist 
analogue ticker. But press 
the crown and you’ll wake 
a secret OLED screen 
that’ll show your heart 
rate, steps and a digital 
clock (just to confi rm 
you’re defi nitely running 
late). Keep your hands off  
the crown and you’ll get 
almost a month’s use 
between charges. 

Even with plenty of 
heart scanning and crown 
clicking, you should get 
around ten days of use. 
� is is all-day tracking 
hidden behind a very 
pretty face.

£100 / stuff .tv/AltaHR
Fitbit’s band squeezes in 
a heart-rate sensor but 
is small enough to quietly 
go about its excellent 
sleep-tracking work.
 
Like a weightlifting champ, 
the Fitbit Ionic is powerful 
but not subtle. Looking 
for something that’s 
about half the weight 
but still has Fitbit’s ‘wear 
and forget’ brilliance? Get 
the Alta HR. Its battery 
lasts a week on a single 
charge and, most 
impressively, it auto-logs 
everything from runs to 
sleep quality. 

You’ll barely need to 
interact with it, though 
there’s always a screen 
on hand to tell you the 
time or give you a quick 
stats hit. It’s a shame the 
Alta HR isn’t waterproof, 
but otherwise this is the 
best low-key band about.    

£355 / stuff .tv/SekelSteel
Kronaby’s super-stealthy 
watches will happily track 
your steps as you strut 
your stuff  down a fi lm 
premiere’s red carpet.

Kronaby makes stylish 
watches for people who 
don’t want to show off  
their inner nerd. � ere’s 
no screen, just a pair of 
hands for the time. Press 
a button, though, and the 
hands will show another 
timezone or how close you 
are to your steps goal. 

� is watch also crams 
in a lot of smarts – get a 
notifi cation and you’ll feel 
a buzz, with the hands 
swivelling into position to 
tell you it’s someone 
important. With the 
ability to control music, 
fi re off  IFTTT commands 
and control your phone’s 
camera, the Sekel is smart 
in both senses of the word. 

THE SECRET 
GARMIN
GARMIN 
VIVOMOVE HR

WORK OF 
HEART
NOKIA 
STEEL HR

BANDY 
IT ABOUT
FITBIT 
ALTA HR 

TRACKING 
TRENDS
KRONABY 
SEKEL STEEL 

Not all fi tness trackers shout “I’m sporty!” or condemn you to wearing 

a hulking ring of plastic – meet the stealthiest sports watches in town

321 4

Stuff  says ★★★★✩ 
All the tracking with 
none of the effort

Stuff  says ★★★★✩ 
A fine Garmin-lite 
tracker for newbies

Stuff  says ★★★★✩ 
Super styling, if a
little low on smarts

Stuff  says ★★★★✩  
A gadgety delight, 
but short on fitness

<< Motiv Ring
One of the better pieces of secret fi tness-tracking 
tech we’ve seen, this ring somehow crams in a 
heart-rate sensor, step tracker and sleep monitor.
US$199 / mymotiv.com 

Bragi Dash Pro 
Not content with being a more than decent pair 
of wireless earphones, the Bragis pack a heart-rate 
monitor and the ability to track your swimming laps. 
€349 / bragi.com

OR TRY THESE TEENY TRACKERS  
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Silent alarm
� e Nokia’s vibrate 

motor handily rumbles 
for texts, calls and 

calendar alerts. It sadly 
doesn’t do the same 

for WhatsApp 
messages, though. 

Button boon
Excitingly, you get to 

assign a bonus function 
to the buttons either 
side of the Kronaby’s 

crown – music controls, 
for example, or a 
camera trigger.  

Time to wake up
� e Alta HR’s screen 
means it can double 
up as a watch, but it 
sometimes takes a 

few double-taps 
to convince it 

to wake up.

Watch closely
Raise your wrist or 

double-tap the lower 
half of the screen, and 

the Vivomove HR’s 
screen will appear. It’s 

a bit tricky to read in 
sunlight, mind. 

3

2

4

1
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Bright idea
� e Vivoactive 3’s 

screen isn’t as sharp 
as some rivals’ displays, 

but transfl ective tech 
means it actually gets 

clearer the brighter 
the sun shines.

Bands on the run
� e availability of 

a huge wardrobe of 
hot-swappable bands 

means the Apple Watch 
can change between 
sporty and smart in 

a few seconds.

Wrist easy
� e Ionic is super-

comfortable and has 
two side buttons for 

starting and stopping 
workouts, which saves 

you from faffi  ng with 
the touchscreen.

It’s your turn
Rotate the bezel to 

cycle through the Gear 
Sport’s menus – it’s 

hands-down the best 
smartwatch interface 

we’ve had the pleasure 
of using so far.

2

4

1

3
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If Superstars ever did 
a smartwatch special, 
the Apple Watch would 
top the podium. It has a 
motivational rings system, 
great swim-tracking and 
now GymKit for hooking 
it up to gym machines. 

Right now, the Ionic is 
focused more on casual 
exercise than serious 
training. It’s a brilliant 
‘wear and forget’ tracker, 
with SmartTrack eerily 
in tune with whatever 
activity you’re doing. 

If there’s one smartwatch 
that really understands 
what hardcore sporty 
types want, it’s this. You 
get rock-solid GPS, a killer 
13-hour battery life and 
real buttons for starting 
and ending sessions.

Rather than giving you 
loads of third-party stuff , 
this Samsung pushes you 
towards built-in sports 
apps for running, cycling 
and the like. As with Apple 
Health, you can then sync 
these to other services.

� e Series 3 raises the 
bar for smartwatch IQs 
with features like Apple 
Pay and phone-free voice 
calls if you get the 4G 
model. � e only downer? 
Its battery life takes 
a beating in return.

� e Ionic still has its 
smartwatch ‘L’ plates, 
with only limited phone 
notifi cations. Still, you get 
Fitbit Pay and storage for 
music to keep you happy 
while you wait for Deezer 
to arrive in a few months.

� e Vivoactive 3 handles 
phone notifi cations 
and has a big library of 
third-party apps in the 
Connect IQ store. � e 
vast majority of these are 
fi tness-related, though, 
and it lacks music storage. 

� e Gear Sport’s 
smartwatch game is 
slightly better than its 
fi tness-tracking one. Its 
screen and UI are among 
the best around, and it 
supports offl  ine tunes 
from Spotify Premium. 

� e Apple Watch still has 
a lengthy lead when it 
comes to apps. Not all 
of the thousands on off er 
are great, but it has a 
good mix of stalwarts 
(eg: Dark Sky, Strava) and 
quirky fare like Standland.

� irsty for apps? � e 
Ionic will leave you feeling 
parched, with FitbitOS 
only off ering a handful of 
options. � e likes of Nest 
and TripAdvisor are on the 
way, but only by “the end 
of 2018”. Get a move on.  

Garmin’s smartwatches 
aren’t blessed with 
dazzling screens, but the 
Connect IQ store serves 
up a decent crop of apps, 
widgets and watch faces. 
Still, don’t expect a full 
smartwatch experience.

Tizen OS might be slick, 
but its third-party apps 
don’t fi ll in its functionality 
gaps as well as those 
from Android Wear or 
the Apple Watch. � ere 
are big gaps too, including 
the juggernaut Strava.

SMARTWATCH OR FITNESS BAND?

BATTERY 
BONANZA
GARMIN 
VIVOACTIVE 3
£280 / 
stuff .tv/Vivoactive3

TRACKER’S 
DELIGHT
FITBIT 
IONIC 
£300 / 
stuff .tv/FitbitIonic

APP 
HAPPY
APPLE WATCH 
SERIES 3 
from £329 / 
stuff .tv/AppleWatch3

SPOTIFY
STREAMER
SAMSUNG 
GEAR SPORT
£299 / 
stuff .tv/GearSport 

Sports watches can be fi tness bores, but these ones also have the 

brains to run your non-sweaty life. Which one is our champion? 

So the answer to your fi tness tracking conundrum 
is to just get an Apple Watch? It’s not quite as simple 
as that. The Series 3 cherry-picks the best bits from 
fi tness bands and sports watches, but it’s not for 
everyone. Smaller, cheaper bands like Fitbit’s Alta HR 

are better at background health tracking – and 
seasoned athletes will prefer the battery life and 
buttons of a fl agship Garmin. Still, if you can’t bear 
the thought of exercising without wrist-based music 
or weather apps, it’s the best all-rounder out there. 

321 4

Stuff  says ★★★★★ 
Still the reigning 
smartwatch champ

Stuff  says ★★★★✩ 
A cracking tracker 
with limited smarts

Stuff  says ★★★★★ 
For sport, this could 
be your dark horse 

Stuff  says ★★★★✩ 
Doesn’t perform 
as well as it looks



GET THE BEST GADGET 
DEALS WITH STUFF

Ever wondered what’s up with the links in Stuff? We’ve got a team of retail pros who 
scour the web to find you the best gadget deals – visit any stuff.tv link in this issue and 
you’ll be taken to the best deal for that product. If you make a purchase, we may get a 

small commission. It’s that simple, and has no impact on how much you pay.

In the mag
We pick out the 
best price for 
every featured 

product

Online
Choose from 
our roster of 
great-value 

retailers
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T E ST E D  A P P S

MAKE IT A 
NEW YEAR’S 
REVOLUTION

● Lingvist
We get it – you’re busy. That’s 
why, even though learning 
a new language has been on 
your list for years, you’ve never 
got beyond “Où est le pub?” 
Lingvist is designed to shoehorn 
mastering French, German or 
Spanish into odd moments, 
welding a new language to your 
brain with repetition and machine 
learning. It works très bien.

Stuff says ★★★★✩ 
£free (IAPs) / Android, iOS 

● Alarmy
You want to get up earlier, 
but that snooze button’s so 
tempting. Alarmy’s having none 
of it. This app has you shake your 
phone dozens of times – or 
stomp about in a daze until you 
manage to snap a photo of your 
toilet – before it’ll shut up. It’s 
hugely annoying and you’ll hate 
it, but Alarmy will help you stop 
being late for work.

Stuff says ★★★★★
£free (IAPs) / Android, iOS 

● Smiling Mind
There are loads of apps to help 
you fulfil a resolution to regularly 
take a bit of a breather and 
de-stress… and then they ruin 
it all with anxiety-inducing 
subscription fees. Not Smiling 
Mind – a meditation app created 
by a non-profit, and designed to 
help you relax even if, on a typical 
day, you only have a few minutes 
to spare.

Stuff says ★★★★✩
£free / Android, iOS

● Pennies
Saving more or spending less. 
Chances are one of those will 
be on your list at some point. 
But tracking money is a tedious, 
thankless task – unless you’ve 
got Pennies installed. This app 
is budgeting designed for actual 
humans, marrying usability 
with flexibility. And it totally 
won’t judge you when you buy 
a massive new Lego kit.

Stuff says ★★★★★
£3.99 / iOS

● Habitica
Forming good habits is tough, 
whatever pursuit you have 
in mind. Habitica can help by 
transforming goals and to-do 
lists into an RPG. Check off 
tasks and you level up. Join 
with friends to give monsters 
a kicking, powered by your good 
deeds. Yes, it turns out all you 
need to be truly motivated is 
a tiny hero clutching a sword.

Stuff says ★★★★✩
£free / Android, iOS

For once, actually keep your resolutions 
beyond the 8th of January – installing 

some of these helpful smartphone 
apps might make all the difference

Mini meme 

● Streaks Workout
Do exercise. Get fit. You’ve 
been meaning to for ages, and 
installed loads of apps. But some 
need kit, and others require going 
outside into the wet and cold. 
Bleh. With Streaks Workout, you 
only need a floor. Choose the 
exercises you’re happy with, and 
let the app rip. Just be aware the 
30-minute routine is called ‘Pain’ 
for a reason.

Stuff says ★★★★★ 
£3.99 / iOS



Read it, like it, share it

Everywhere you are
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Sky and the 
family’s tone

ike toothbrushes, 
dogs called Dog and 
ex-hurdler Marina 
Stepanova, Sky’s 

Soundbox comes from the 
school of literal naming. It 
delivers sound. From a box. 
Based on its dimensions alone, 
then, it’s a bit of an oddity: not 
bar-shaped like a soundbar, but 
not big enough to support a TV 

and qualify as a soundbase. Don’t 
worry too much about all that, 
though, because the Soundbox 
promises to give your telly the 
audio it’s long deserved. 

This thing’s design isn’t the 
biggest curveball that Sky is 
throwing, however. That’ll be 
the pricing. The Soundbox 
is £249 for existing and new 
Sky Q Multiscreen customers, 

and £299 for existing Sky TV 
subscribers. For everyone else? 
An eye-watering £799. 

That expensive base price is 
easier to swallow once you learn 
that it’s made by Devialet. This 
French brand is like the cool 
rich kid of the hi-fi world… only, 
having realised its customer 
base is limited to owners of 
bank accounts with multiple 

zeros, it’s now on a mission to 
make “smaller, lighter and more 
affordable” products. 

The Soundbox is a win-win 
for both collaborators, then. 
Devialet gets the attention of 
over 20 million Sky subscribers, 
while Sky can leave its speaker 
in safe hands. But can this pairing 
challenge Kim and Kanye as the 
ultimate power couple?
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from £249 / stuff.tv/SkySoundbox
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24 hours with the
Sky Soundbox

Meh
Evil

Good

Jeremy Clarkson’s voice has never 

been so clear…
 unfortu

nately.

Setup is crazy-sim
ple. I’v

e ju
st g

ot to
 

hook it u
p to

 a TV w
ith

 an HDMI cable.

A £550 discount fo
r b

eing a Sky Q 

multir
oom customer? I fe

el spoilt.

It’s
 quite

 an odd size and shape, 

though. W
here th

e hell d
o I p

ut it
? 

I’v
e settl

ed fo
r t

he te
levision cabinet. 

It’s
 compact e

nough to
 squeeze in. 

I’m
 m

ighty
 im

pressed by how th
is 

small b
ox can fill

 a ro
om w

ith
 sound…

…but it
’s not q

uite
 as punchy in th

e 

low end as, say, th
e Dali K

ubik One.

It’s
 tim

e to
 put m

y fe
et u

p and w
atch 

The Grand Tour fo
r a

 proper te
stin

g.

I can’t b
elieve how guttu

ral cars’ 

engines sound w
ith

 th
is speaker. 

 1min 4mins 12mins 20mins 35mins 40mins 1hr 4hrs 7hrs 

Down in front!
Its rather compact 375x210mm 
proportions mean the Soundbox 
isn’t much bigger than a Sky Q 
box itself, but it’s still too deep 
to sit in front of a TV. Instead, it’s 
designed to perch on a rack just 
in front of your telly. 

Woof diamond
The Soundbox has a sealed 
enclosure and uses Devialet’s 
push-push woofer tech to deliver 
deep bass response from a 
closed cabinet. Class D amplifiers 
animate six 3in woofers and three 
2in full-range drivers.

1 2
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STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
A one-of-a-kind smash-hit TV 
sound booster that’s astoundingly 
good value for Sky Q customers

There are two ways to look at the 
Soundbox. Not in Sky’s camp and 
don’t plan to be? Then it’s not quite 
special enough to justify the full 
price. But if you are a Sky customer? 

Well, that’s a different story. The £249/£299 
price tag makes it a steal – the audio quality 
you’re getting here is way above anything else 
at that cost. @marc_mclaren

Been w
oken by th

e kids’ carto
ons. 

Good jo
b you can put lim

its
 on volume.

…but if
 you’re

 a Sky customer, i
t’s

 

a genuine bargain. 

The ‘S
peech’ sound m

ode helps a lo
t 

with
 m

umbly dialogue.

It’s
 m

idnight. T
im

e fo
r ‘L

ate Night’ 

mode to
 re

duce Ju
rassic Park

’s ro
ars.

Overall, t
his speaker is

 ju
st n

ot w
orth

 

the fu
ll £

799 asking pric
e…

11hrs 13hrs 21hrs 23hrs 24hrs
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Speech marks
The jewel in its sonic crown is its 
penchant for vocal delivery. This 
is good news if you like the sound 
of Clarkson’s voice even more 
than he does, because it really 
captures his gusto and anchors 
it with impressive weight.

Drop the bass
The Soundbox does lack absolute 
bass and dynamic punch. This 
comes to the fore when cranes 
creak during Death Note’s action 
climax, and as buoyant basslines 
come into play when we stream 
Kendrick Lamar’s Humble. 

Big noise
The compact Soundbox shouldn’t 
be underestimated because of its 
size. Compared to bog-standard 
TV speakers it has the quality to 
be called experience-changing. 
Just don’t expect actual surround 
sound – it’s no miracle-worker. 

■ Late Night
Neighbours complaining 
that you’re keeping them 
up with your midnight 
movie marathon? ‘Late 
Night’ mode reduces the 
speaker’s bass levels so 
your TV won’t give your 
house a shake-down.  

■ Speech
The Soundbox’s ‘Speech’ 
mode will give dialogue a 
boost, gifting you a better 
chance of deciphering 
Matthew McConaughey’s 
mumbles and Michael 
Cera’s whispers without 
having to cup your ear.

■ Q Sound
‘Q Sound’ mode creates 
a more involving audio 
experience: it identifies 
the metadata of the 
content you’re watching 
and matches it to one 
of three sound profiles: 
sport, music or cinema.

■ Kids
Children can get so excited 
by a Dora the Explorer 
sing-a-long that they’ll 
be tempted to turn up the 
sound to ear-damaging 
decibels. ‘Kids’ mode will 
limit how high they can 
crank the volume. 

Press ‘?’ on your Sky remote and some audio settings 
for the Soundbox will pop up. Here’s what they do:

Speakers Six 3in woofers, three 2in full-range drivers 
Connectivity HDMI in/out, optical, USB, Bluetooth 
Enhanced audio compatibility Dolby Digital Plus
Dimensions 375x210x95mm, 4kg

King of the mode

Tech specs

4

5

3
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These are the other boxes your television shouldn’t live without

Xbox One X
£450 / xbox.com

What’s the story? 
Microsoft’s latest console is the real 
4K deal, serving up a level of graphical 
prowess that Sony’s PlayStation 4 Pro 
simply can’t compete with. From Call of 
Duty: WWII to Star Wars Battlefront II, 
last year’s biggest games play best on 
the One X. Not enough oomph for ya? 
This Xbox also comes with an Ultra HD 
Blu-ray player and Dolby Atmos support.

Is it any good? 
As a piece of gaming hardware and home 
cinema companion, the One X can’t be 
faulted. It’s compact, runs like a near-silent 
assassin and elevates the likes of Forza 
Motorsport 7 and Halo 5 to jaw-dropping 
new heights. The one problem? Sony’s 
PS4 has amassed a hoard of must-play 
exclusives, from Horizon Zero Dawn to 
Gran Turismo Sport, and Xbox’s offering 
looks rather dismal in comparison. 

TECH SPECS
Max resolution 4K Ultra HD 
Processor 2.3GHz octa-core AMD Jaguar
Storage 1TB Optical drive 4K Blu-ray, 
DVD Inputs 3x USB 3.0, 1x HDMI 
Dimensions 300x240x60mm, 3.81kg

Sky Q
from £20 + £20/month / sky.com

What’s the story? 
In all likelihood, this is the reason you’re 
looking at the Soundbox in the first place. 
Sky’s next-gen telly-box has been built 
to excel at multiroom, catch-up TV and 
4K content, so your peepers can be fixed 
on a screen at every opportunity. Given 
how much good stuff there is screening 
across all of Sky’s myriad channels, that 
doesn’t sound like such a terrible fate.

Is it any good? 
Still lumbered with an old Sky+ HD box? 
You won’t regret this upgrade. Even if 
you’re not signed up to Sky’s top-tier 
footie and cinema packages in Ultra HD, 
this is just a faster, slicker box to live 
with. Combined with the new Fluid 
Viewing synergy between extra Mini 
boxes and your own tablets, it’s never 
been easier to watch your favourite 
telly wherever you please. 

TECH SPECS
Max resolution 4K Ultra HD 
Max recording time 350 hours in HD 
Storage 2TB 
Inputs 1x HDMI, 1x USB
Dimensions 330x210x43mm, 1.7kg

Apple TV 4K
from £179 / apple.com

What’s the story? 
If you own a 4K telly, then the chances 
are it’s already got most of the streaming 
apps you need. But what if you’re missing 
Amazon Prime Video, want to buy the 
latest flicks in Ultra HD or are desperate 
to showcase your latest holiday photos 
to a room full of bemused relatives? 
Then Apple’s latest little black box is 
well worth checking out. 

Is it any good? 
You’ll need to have wholly bought into 
Apple’s ecosystem to get the most out 
of the TV 4K – iPhone, MacBook and 
all. If that sounds like you, then this is 
a silky-smooth telly-watching tool, 
allowing you to pause a film and continue 
watching it on your iPad or iPhone. And if 
you’ve invested in a decent iTunes library 
over a few years, all your titles will be 
upgraded to 4K for free where available. 

TECH SPECS
Max resolution 4K Ultra HD 
Processor Apple A10X
Storage 32/64GB
Inputs 1x HDMI, 1x Ethernet
Dimensions 35x98x98mm, 425g

The alternatives: 
3 awesome TV add-ons

Stuff says ★★★★★
A truly great console that deserves 
more amazing games

Stuff says ★★★★★
Our favourite subscription TV 
experience by a long way

Stuff says ★★★★✩
Finally, a 4K telly-box that’s worthy 
of the Apple hardcore

F I R ST  T E ST  S K Y  S O U N D B O X

BEST FOR
APPLE 

ADDICTS

BEST FOR
VARIETY

BEST FOR
GAMING



DIGITAL EDITION

Available from the App Store, Google Play 
Newsstand and Kindle Newsstand
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� e projector
Electrohome Projection

Some mornings are so tough it takes 
a mammoth eff ort just to turn your head 

to check the time. Luckily, as well as 
charging your phone, this alarm clock 

will project the time onto your bedroom 
ceiling – so you’ll see how late you are for 

work as soon as your eyes creak open. 
£19.96 / amazon.co.uk

� e rise-and-shiner
Philips Somneo

You know those days when you wake up in 
a bad mood? Perhaps it has something to 

do with the rude awakening your alarm 
insists on giving you. Avoid biting your 

colleagues’ heads off  in the morning by 
coming round to the gentle simulated 
sunrise of this genius wake-up light. 

£150 / philips.co.uk

� e simple stylist
London Clock Forme Analogue

Nobody wants to wake up next to 
something frightful – which is why you 
shouldn’t have a mirror on your bedside 

table. � is suave clock, however, won’t scare 
anyone. Inspired by Scandinavian craft, the 

curvaceous wooden base helps to complete 
its simple yet elegant design.
£30 / londonclock1922.com

� e classic clanger
Acctim Zeno Twinbell London

Sure, this is possibly the most stereotypical 
design there is for an alarm clock, but that 
doesn’t stop the Twinbell being a cutey. Its 
painted metal casing and chrome features 

give it a classy fi nish, and since it’s available 
in grey as well as this muted blue it’ll feel 

right at home in most bedrooms.
£16 / johnlewis.com

� e hide-and-seeker
Clocky Robot

You’ve probably slammed the snooze 
button so often now that you can do it in 
your sleep… but that kind of defeats the 
purpose, doesn’t it? Clocky makes you 

work for that extra few minutes in bed by 
jumping off  the table and wheeling around 

the bedroom like a hyperactive child.
£33 / robotshop.com

� e bedside butler
Amazon Echo Spot

An alarm clock is the perfect home for 
Alexa. She can give you a weather forecast, 
read out the news or even let you show off  

your bed hair to your friends with video 
calls. Best of all, though, you can silence the 
alarm by issuing a voice command. No need 
for blindly swatting for the snooze button. 

US$130 / amazon.com

Ryan Jones has the best 
bedside tickers to ensure 

you’re never late again

� e block-head
Gingko Cube Walnut Click Clock

Home so minimalist that anything more 
ornate than a plain block of wood would 
upset your interior design consultant’s 

chakras? � is digital ticker looks like a bare 
cube of walnut, only displaying the time 

once you clap your hands. � ere are marble, 
maple and copper options too.
£30 / gingkoelectronics.com

� e foghorn
Sonic Bomb SBB500SS

If you’re a really heavy sleeper, you 
probably don’t care for stylish smart-arse 
clocks – you just want to be able to wake 

up on time every morning. � e Sonic Bomb 
has such a loud alarm that not even your 
grandpa dosed up on sleeping pills would 

be able to snore through it.
£32 / amazon.co.uk

  1   Radio daze
If you’re getting a digital alarm clock, there’s a 
decent chance it’ll play old-fashioned FM radio. 
Check first, though – and also make sure you 
can get a decent FM signal in your bedroom.

  2  Power nap
A lot of modern alarm clocks have a USB port 
for charging your smartphone, so you can 
sleep soundly knowing you’ll wake up to a 
mobile companion with a full battery bank.  
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  3  Silent night
If you’re an analogue fan but can’t stand the 
tick-tocking of a clock while you’re trying to  
get to sleep, make sure your alarm clock’s 
hands have ‘silent sweep’ movement.

  4  Sleep talking
You’ll find a lot of alarm clocks that have Alexa 
built in now. Amazon’s own Echos offer the 
greatest range of AI powers, but there are many 
alternatives if you fancy a different design.

UPVOTED
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The drinking buddy
The Barisieur

If you’re anything like us, you’re 
not truly awake until you’ve had  

a few sips at something hot. 
That’s why the designer behind 
the Barisieur decided to mash 

together an alarm clock and  
a coffee/tea brewer, which 
guarantees you’ll have your 

caffeine fix waiting for you as 
soon as you open your peepers.

£340 / barisieur.com
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UE’s latest tube of audio power hides 
mystical new powers (well, Alexa) 
in an impressively rugged shell

■ Ultimate Ears has taken one of 
its most popular portable speakers, 
the Boom 2, and upgraded it with 
Alexa smarts. That means the 
built-in assistant will be with you 
wherever you have Wi-Fi; and the 
speaker’s tough, water-resistant 
construction means Alexa can be 
as adventurous as you are.

■ If you’ve used an Amazon Echo, 
you’ll have a good idea of how Alexa 
works here. All the usual commands 
work, just with a slightly longer 
delay before you get a response. 
It’s only when you try to play music 
that you’ll notice the Blast’s real 
weakness: at launch, it doesn’t 
support Spotify. You’re limited to 
Amazon Music, iHeartRadio and 
TuneIn. Beyond that, it’s back to 
Bluetooth streaming from a phone. 

■ The Blast’s directional mics don’t 
seem to be all that accurate, at least 
when there’s a bit of ambient noise. 
With the music volume high, Alexa 
struggled to hear our commands. 

■ The sound is clear and precise, 
with great balance and impressive 
bass for a compact speaker. And 
there’s no distortion no matter how 
loud you crank it.

■ The PartyUp pairing mode 
that lets you hook up multiple 
UE speakers is missing, which is 
a shame – but in most situations 
a single speaker will do anyway. 
This thing gets seriously loud.

We’ve been fans of the Boom 2 and Wonderboom speakers for a while now, and the 
Blast looks set to join that list. It keeps the same life-proof construction and is as 
easy to lug around as a bottle of water, but gains useful extras like Alexa integration 
and the option of cable-free charging. If all that’s higher on your list of wants than 
Spotify playback and accurate listening mics, the Blast is an easy buy.

It’s not perfect, 
but you can’t go 
far wrong with a 

Boom that listens
Tom Morgan

The Blast Jedi

STUFF SAYS One of our favourite rugged speakers gains some handy smarts ★★★★✩

Speakers Two 35mm active 
drivers, two passive radiators  
Connectivity Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
Battery life Up to 12 hours 
Resistance IP67 (dust, water to 1m)
Colour options Dark grey, green, 
white, red, blue, yellow 
Dimensions 188x68x68mm, 640g

■ Busk inductor 
Get the Power Up charging dock 
(£35) and you can swap out that 
D-ring for an inductive charging 
ring – now pop the speaker on 
the dock and it’ll start recharging. 
Or you can just use the included 
microUSB power adaptor.

■ Totally clips 
A handy D-ring on the bottom 
of the speaker lets you attach 
it to a carabiner clip and hook it 
onto a bag for ultimate portability. 
And the base is also where 
the Blast hides its wireless 
charging skills…

£200 / stuff.tv/UEBlast

Tech specs

BUILT TO BLAST
� e Blast is about the 

same size as the UE Boom, 
with the same chunky 

controls. Its power button 
lights up whenever Alexa 

is listening for your 
instructions.
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Acer’s headset hits most of the right notes, but for now at least it isn’t the one 
we’d choose above all others. The Dell Visor is slightly cheaper and arguably a bit 
more comfortable to wear – and the entire Windows Mixed Reality platform is still 
lacking in content. Until we’ve seen the full effects of SteamVR support, the Oculus 
Rift remains the best buy in this price range.

Windows into  
another reality 

will soon be 
much clearer

David Ludlow

Blue on the face

STUFF SAYS A simple way to get into VR, on a platform with great potential ★★★★✩

Display 1440x1440 LCD x2 
Sensors Accelerometer, gyroscope, 
magnetometer, proximity sensor 
Field of view 100° Connectivity 
Bluetooth, USB, HDMI, 3.5mm audio 
out Batteries AA x6 (inc controllers) 
Dimensions 196x107x95mm, 350g

■ Steamy Windows
SteamVR support for Windows 
Mixed Reality was still in beta at 
time of testing, and we had some 
issues getting titles to work 
properly, but full support should 
increase the range and quality 
of available games.

■ Shiner in your hand
Aside from the Acer branding, 
the controllers are generic types 
with the usual triggers, grip 
buttons, joysticks and touchpads, 
surrounded by a ring of LEDs 
used by the headset’s cameras 
for motion tracking. 

£400 / stuff.tv/AcerHeadset

Tech specs

■ With its bright blue plastic finish, 
the Acer Mixed Reality Headset 
looks a little like an ’80s vision of 
what a futuristic VR device might 
look like. Not that we’re complaining: 
we like a bit of sci-fi retro. 

■ As with the other ‘mixed reality’ 
headsets doing the rounds right 
now, the truth is that this is really 
about VR – for now there’s no 
overlaying of real and virtual 
worlds, although Microsoft plans 
to add this to the Windows Mixed 
Reality platform in time. 

■ No need for external sensors: 
cameras at the front of the headset 
provide position and controller 
tracking. You just have to plug two 
cables (HDMI and USB) into your 
Windows 10 PC to get going. It’s 
smartly designed so the weight 
isn’t constantly pushing against 
your face, and a hinge lets the 
entire headset flip up so you can 
quickly check in on the real world. 

■ The twin 1440x1440 screens 
drop you inside a crisp 3D world. 
Sure, if you focus hard you can 
see the pixels, but as soon as your 
eyes relax the image is impressively 
clear – and motion tracking is just 
as good as on the HTC Vive.

■ The controllers are chunky but 
comfy – and they work brilliantly, 
whether you’re using the triggers 
to shoot in Space Pirate Trainer or 
moving your hands to assemble a 
proton pack in Ghostbusters VR.
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Our favourite 
mini music 
makers prove 
you don’t need 
88 keys and 
a cape to be 
an electronic 
noise-wizard 
in 2018
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THE iPAD ALTERNATIVE
Novation 
Launchpad
£free (IAPs)
The iOS version of 
Novation’s groove 
machine makes things 
even simpler: tap the 
screen a few times and 
your debut single is just 
about there, unless you 
start getting crazily 
avant-garde ideas like 
changing to a different 
chord. If you do want to 
turn this into a genuine 
creative tool, a £3.99 
IAP lets you import 
your own samples.
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DESOLATION ROWS
The 32 buttons let you 
navigate the Circuit and 

audition new sounds, 
while the top two rows 

double up as a 
keyboard for your 
plaintive melodies. 

CHIMES 
OF FREEDOM

It’s barely bigger than 
a tablet and can run on 

six AA batteries for 
tune-tweaking on the 
bus – just add blingy 

DJ headphones. 

inviting for novices but not limiting if 
you already know your hi-hats from 
your high-pass filters. Build a drum 
loop, add a bassline, play some lead 
lines over the top then mess it all up 
with effects. And then, if you’re as 
inept as me, have a break and let 
your housemates enjoy the silence. 
£255 / novationmusic.com

“Sounds like a hard Super 
Mario level,” said a friend 
of my first attempt at 
creating an original song 
with this clever synth, 

sampler and sequencer. I didn’t ask 
him to elaborate. The Circuit is so 
colourful it makes Skittles look bland; 
more importantly, it’s intuitive and 

Novation Circuit
Natalya Paul, Social Media Editor 
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buy this: Korg’s faithful (if cleverly 
miniaturised) remake of the MS-20 
monophonic synth, complete with 
twin voltage-controlled oscillators 
and independent high-pass and 
low-pass filters for total sonic control. 
It doesn’t sound quite as good as the 
frogs, but it’s a lot less messy.
£544 / korg.com

If you want to make 
genuine analogue 
squelchy-boopy-farty 
noises, you have three 
options. One, head to the 

nearest pond after dark and step on 
some frogs. Two, go for the cheap and 
simple Arturia MicroBrute. Or three, 
stop namby-pambying around and 

korg ms-20 mini
Richard Purvis, Production Editor

TANGLED UP 
IN YELLOW

You get 10 patch cables 
for tweaking the circuit 

to your own warped 
ends. Most of the good 
stuff happens without 

them, though. 

MY BACK PAGES
The Mini ships with a 
reprint of the original 
MS-20 user manual 
from 1978. As this is 
basically the same 

synth, it’s all you need 
to read.

THE iPAD ALTERNATIVE
Korg iMS-20
£28.99
Buy the software 
version of the MS-20 
and your analogue 
purist friends will hate 
you forever. But it might 
just be worth it – firstly 
because they’re silly 
and need to get a grip, 
and also because, as 
well as recreating all 
the fruity retro sounds 
of the hardware synth 
in digital form, Korg’s 
app includes a drum 
sequencer and even 
a pair of on-screen 
Kaoss pads.
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famously heard in the first verse of 
Space Oddity, is so simple even a 
talented sheep could get a tune out 
of it – but the addition of analogue 
synth tricks like an envelope and 
low-pass filter, plus built-in delay, 
have turned this little buzz-box into 
a properly versatile noise machine. 
£60 / dubreq.com

As a humble Welsh 
bumpkin, to whom 
mains electricity is still 
something of a novelty, 
I need a synth that gets 

me from A to ‘Bzzzz’ without too 
many confusing knobs and buttons. 
This new evolution of the legendary 
Stylophone, invented in 1968 and 

stylophone gen x-1
Ryan Jones, Staff Writer

GROWIN’ IN 
THE WIND

The new Stylophone 
is a fair bit bigger than 
previous reissues, with 

a 24-note range instead 
of just 20, and needs 

four AA batteries. 

BALLAD OF 
A THIN PEN

The stylus you use 
to play the Gen X-1 
is hard-wired, and 

therefore can’t be lost. 
Take that, Samsung 

Galaxy Note 8. 

THE iPAD ALTERNATIVE
Stylo-101
99p
In all honesty, we’re 
hardly busting to 
recommend a virtual 
Stylophone when the 
real thing is so cheap, 
so portable and so 
fantastic… but this 
cheap download could 
be a useful backup in 
case your Gen X-1 falls 
down a well. Similarly 
filtered-up, it’s billed 
as a cross between 
a Stylophone and 
the Roland SH-101 
monophonic bass 
synth of the early ’80s.
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as it sounds, particularly when you 
discover that the free software 
includes a sound called ‘Slide into 
Wobble’. It’s a loveable little thing 
even when turned off, but connect 
it to GarageBand or one of Roli’s other 
modular blocks and you’ll soon enter 
a noodling twilight zone. 
£280 / roli.com

Why has Roli seemingly 
crossed a keyboard with 
a memory foam mattress? 
There is method behind 
its apparent musical 

madness. The Block’s squidgy silicone 
keys can be prodded, stroked and 
wiggled to bend a note’s pitch or add 
vibrato. And yes, that is as satisfying 

Roli Seaboard Block
Mark Wilson, Features Editor

DON’T PLINK 
TWICE, IT’S ALRIGHT
The 28cm-wide Block 

easily slips into a 
rucksack, even if you 

add extra Roli modules 
to create a futuristic 

busking rig. 

ABSOLUTELY
SWEET MIDI

This is a MIDI controller, 
so you’ll need software 
to provide the sounds. 

Roli’s free Equator 
Player soft synth has 

over 200 of them.

THE iPAD ALTERNATIVE
Roli Noise
£free 
The Seaboard Block 
is a keyboard that 
behaves almost like 
a tablet already, so 
getting your head 
around the iOS version 
is easy – just pretend 
your iPad has a weirdly 
bumpy screen. Roli’s 
Noise app lets you 
choose between 
Seaboard and 
grid-based Lightpad 
interfaces for each 
virtual instrument, and 
build tracks with up to 
four of them at a time.
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just Hammond-inspired schmaltz. 
There are five organ types to flip 
between, with distortion and vibrato 
effects plus a row of ‘drawbar’ sliders 
letting you dial in a suitably twisted 
sound when it’s time for your garage 
rock frenzy. Or you could just plod 
along to Light My Fire for all eternity. 
£254 / uk.yamaha.com

Think organs… think 
Sunday school, Smooth 
FM and A Whiter Shade of 
Pale. Just run your fingers 
across this Yamaha and 

you’ll feel the need, the unrelenting 
need for cheese. Resist it, however, 
and you’ll find yourself a delightful 
synth that can do loads more than 

Yamaha reface rc
Rob Leedham, Editor

THE TINES THEY 
ARE A-CHANGIN’ 
Not feeling very 

organ-ish tonight? 
Plug in a USB MIDI 

cable and use the YC 
as a controller for all 

your soft synths. 

STUCK INSIDE 
OF MOBILE

You can’t store settings 
on the keyboard, but 

the free Soundmondo 
app lets you save and 

share sounds via 
iOS devices.

THE iPAD ALTERNATIVE
Organ
£free (IAPs)
This simple freebie 
makes the most 
of the iPad’s screen 
dimensions by giving 
you a two-layered 
keyboard with 
separately selectable 
registers – plug it into 
a PA and you could 
conceivably play it at 
a wedding, as long as 
it’s nobody you like all 
that much. The basic 
organ sound is free; 
another 11 are available 
at 99p each or £4.99 
for the full set.
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■ Snap it up
Small design changes can 
make a big difference, and you’ll 
see that in Oreo’s Camera app. 
It’s now much faster to switch 
between camera and video 
modes, and zooming’s simpler 
too – you can still pinch the 
screen, but double-tapping 
takes you to 50% zoom… and 
back. Do this repeatedly to feel 
like you’re in Wayne’s World.

■ Think links
Text selection has a hint of 
intelligence lurking under the 
surface in Oreo. When you 
select some text, you still get 
the usual cut, copy and paste 
options; but if your text is part 
of an address, Oreo will add a 
tappable link to Maps. Similarly, 
phone numbers and URLs 
respectively get Phone and 
Chrome links. 

THE BASICS 

SECURITY GUARD

■  Add source to taste
One of the big advantages of 
Android is being able to install 
software from anywhere… but 
that’s a danger too. Luckily, 
Oreo dispenses with a big 
‘unknown sources’ switch: you 
now permit APK installation on 
a per-source basis – handy for 
grabbing just the odd few apps 
from trusted places.

■ Fill the blanks
If you’re running a third-party 
password manager, you can 
select it in the Settings app: go 
to System > Languages & Input 
> Autofill service. Well-behaved 
apps will then use the details 
you’ve stored for logging in.

Lucky enough to have Oreo on your phone or tablet? 
Craig Grannell has found all the best bits you need to 
get the most from the latest Android operating system

■ Play it cool
When you want to pretend 
you’re being productive but 
actually watch cat videos, 
Oreo’s picture-in-picture 
mode is just the ticket. In 
supported apps, set a video 
playing in full screen, hit Home, 
and you’ll be in PiP heaven. 
The ‘supported’ bit is the snag. 
Bafflingly, YouTube wasn’t on 
the list at the time of writing, 
although Facebook was.

■ Press your point
Icons on the homescreen or in 
the app drawer are now more 
talented. A long press provides 
access to recent notifications, 
a shortcut to the widgets 
menu, and sometimes extra 
commands as well. With 
Twitter, for example, you can 
kick off a search or new tweet; 
with Settings, you can jump to 
Wi-Fi and battery settings.

■ Unleash the geek
As ever, Android buries quite 
a few settings in its developer 
mode – and the process for 
activating this mode is now 
slightly different. In Settings, 
go to System > About phone. 
Tap seven times on ‘Build 
number’ and confirm your 
pin. Now you’ll see ‘Developer 
options’ among the System 
categories – allowing you to, 
for example, disable system 
animations or keep the screen 
awake during charging.

BETA YOURSELF

Open drawers
If you want fast access to 
the app drawer, Oreo isn’t 

bothered about where you 
perform the swipe-up 

gesture: from the bottom, 
halfway up, whatever, 

it still works.
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■ Don’t ask Wi
If you commute with Wi-Fi 
disabled in order to save your 
battery, and get all grumpy 
when you have to turn it back 
on when arriving home, be 
grumpy no more. Oreo’s Wi-Fi 
preferences automatically turn 
it back on when you’re near 
high-quality saved networks.

■ Put a ring on it
There were always ways of 
shoving custom ringtones on 
to an Android device, but they 
were a faff. Oreo makes the 
process comically simple. In 
Settings, go to Sound > Phone 
ringtone, and tap ‘Add ringtone’. 
Now load your best belch noise.

GRIDRUNNER
There’s no better way to 
test Oreo’s APK security 
smarts than grabbing 
Gridrunner from the 
‘Donate’ section of 
minotaurproject.co.uk 
– and if you rotate your 
device to landscape 
mode, you can get a 
version of the 1980s 
VIC-20 original.
£free

NETFLIX
Picture-in-picture mode 
could, of course, be 
used to have something 
educational running in 
the corner of your screen 
while you get on with 
work. Or you could just 
run the latest Netflix 
Originals series while 
simultaneously hurling 
spoilers at social media.
£free

1PASSWORD
With its cross-platform 
support and really nice 
interface, this is a top 
password manager. It 
can also house payment 
card details, software 
licences and more. 
Pre-Oreo, using it on 
Android required some 
messing about; not now.
£free
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APPS THAT 
LOVE OREO

■ Feel the power 
In Settings, the Battery screen 
has been pepped up. Alongside 
the time since your last charge, 
it displays your active screen 
time, so you can find out if 
background apps really are 
hammering your battery. 

■ Tidy app a bit
In the Storage section of 
Settings, apps are no longer 
lumped together. Games and 
‘Movie & TV apps’ get their 
own sections – useful, since 
they’re usually the biggest 
space-hogs. Tap an item 
to access its stats, and tap 
the info button to reveal an 
uninstall option.

■ Filter your flash-ups
Oreo introduces notification 
channels within apps – so, for 
example, you’ll only get Twitter 
alerts from DMs. To set them 
up, go to Settings > Apps & 
notifications > App info, pick an 
app, and tap ‘App notifications’. 

■ Snooze, don’t lose
For those rare notifications 
that are actually important, 
Oreo lets you snooze them 
until later. Do so by carefully 
dragging a notification left or 
right and tapping the clock. 
That’s it snoozed for an hour.

■ Don’t be driven dotty
When an app has an active 
notification, its icon sports 
a dot – handy if you use the 
aforementioned long press. 
But if the dots annoy you, they 
can be disabled: in Settings, 
go to Apps & notifications > 
Notifications, and switch off 
‘Allow notification dots’.

MESSAGE 
CENTRE
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Roku’s new magic streaming wand 
lets you keep all your 4K TV sources 
in one neatly accessible place

■ It’s 2018 and 4K content has 
arrived – there’s now stacks of 
it waiting to be streamed online. 
Team a 4K streaming subscription 
with a device such as the new 
Roku Streaming Stick+ and you’ve 
got enough Ultra HD box-sets to 
last a lifetime of bingeing. 

■ While the Amazon Fire TV and 
Chromecast Ultra require mains 
power, the Stick+ comes with a 
USB cable that can be plugged into 
your TV for a much tidier solution 
(though there’s also a plug if you 
prefer). That chunky cable houses 
a wireless amplifier that will help to 
boost Wi-Fi strength – important 
for a stable 4K picture. 

■ It comes with a small remote 
that covers all the basics, and even 
automatically programmes itself 
to be able to control your TV’s 
volume. There are four shortcut 
buttons too, with Netflix joined 
by the lesser-known YuppTV, 
Red Bull TV and Rakuten. 

■ Setting up is as easy as following 
the instructions that pop up on 
your TV screen when you plug it 
in. You’ll want to make sure you’re 
plugged in to an HDCP2.2-capable 
HDMI input in order to get 4K (at 
30fps or 60fps). 

■ The interface might not be 
the most inspiring but it’s clean, 
clear and completely impartial. 
That means you’ll get the same 
experience no matter which of 
the apps you subscribe to, which 
is certainly not the case when 
using Amazon Fire TV. 

■ In picture terms, the step up to 
4K from the Full HD Roku Express 
(£30) is clear. The picture is so 
much crisper and more detailed, 
while HDR images have loads 
more impact. 

This is a simple way of getting pretty much every streaming app you could want on 
your TV, filling any holes in your 4K telly’s smart offering and providing a clean and 
easy interface in the process. If you fancy streaming Sky content as well Netflix 
and Amazon, or enjoy some of the smaller apps such as Mubi or Crunchyroll, the 
Streaming Stick+ brings all of it together in a reliable and easy-to-use package.

Worth getting? 
Depends how 

many 4K sources 
you’ll be using…

Verity Burns

Let’s Stick together

STUFF SAYS A great choice for managing 4K content from multiple sources ★★★★✩

■ Spiritin’ the Sky
You also get the full line-up 
of catch-up services like BBC 
iPlayer, ITV Player, All 4 and 
Demand 5, plus the Sky Store 
and Now TV. We’re pretty sure 
that’s the widest selection going 
on any streaming device. 

■ It’s raining menu
The homepage is well laid out, 
displaying your downloaded apps 
in grid form alongside a simple 
menu. Most streamed 4K content 
currently comes from Amazon, 
Netflix and YouTube, and the 
Stick+ gives access to them all.

£80 / stuff.tv/RokuStickPlus
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G R O U P  T E ST  H I - F I  S P E A K E R S

What’s the story?
Since the dawn of time itself, the hi-fi holy 
trinity has been a music source, an amp and 
a pair of speakers. At least, you’ve needed all 
three to have a proper system… until the KEF 
LS50 Wireless came along. Why? This set 
of speakers works as an amp and streamer 
as well, which is about as revolutionary as it 
gets in the high-falutin’ world of audio.

Are they any good?
KEF’s original LS50 speakers were already 
special, but these Wireless numbers are on 
another level. You’ll mainly control them via 
KEF’s own app (with Tidal support), which 
can be a tad fiddly. Still, the sound you get 
from these speakers more than makes up 
for any fussiness. They dig up a smorgasbord 
of detail, rendering an expansive soundstage 
that’s neatly layered and nicely defined.

Price £2000 (pair) / kef.com

Stuff says ★★★★★
Stunning – this is what the future of hi-fi 
looks and sounds like

What’s the story?
So you’ve decided to embrace your inner hi-fi 
nerd, but you’re scared to ask your wallet for 
permission? Best plump for the Spektor 2s. 
These affordable passive speakers offer 
everything you could possibly expect for 
the money, from ported bass tuning through 
to 13cm mid/bass drivers and 25mm soft 
dome tweeters.

Are they any good?
They are indeed. While not quite up to the 
audio standards of premium models, these 
speakers look the part and won’t dominate 
a room. More importantly, they sound 
great for the price, with superb clarity and 
precision. What’s most impressive is the 
way they deal with dynamics, handling both 
large-scale swings and low-level subtleties 
with equal skill. 

Price £199 (pair) / dali-speakers.com/uk

Stuff says ★★★★★
A generous pair of budget speakers that 
go big on entertainment

What’s the story?
The only problem with those Dalis? Sooner 
or later you’re gonna think about upgrading 
them. Plump for these KEFs instead and 
you’ll likely hold onto them for a lot longer. 
With elegant looks and stunning sound that 
belies their modest price, they’re a clear cut 
above the mid-range hi-fi crowd. You won’t 
find better without spending a lot more.

Are they any good?
Aside from their sleek, minimal design, what 
really makes the Q350s stand out is their 
finesse and subtlety. Stick on the Interstellar 
soundtrack – our go-to pick for orchestral 
revelry – and the nuance is stunning: ambient 
noises, metronome ticks and thumping beats 
all blend together in stirring fashion. The 
scale of the sound is massive, giving these 
KEFs the ability to fill a room with ease.

Price £530 (pair) / kef.com

Stuff says ★★★★★
If you’re following the Goldilocks formula for 
your hi-fi setup, these will prove ‘just right’

KEF LS50 Wireless Dali Spektor 2 KEF Q350

Hi-fi speakers
3 OF THE BEST

Fancy reclining in a leather armchair at the heart of a proper home audio setup? 
Prepare to dig deep and get yourself a pair of these hi-fidelity air-shifters…

BEST FOR
SOUND

BEST FOR
VALUE

BEST FOR
BUDGET 
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Microsoft’s latest laptop/tablet hybrid pushes things 
forward with extra power and refinement… is this 
top-spec version really a MacBook slayer?

2 Ballad of easy wider
The screen is gorgeous: a 13.5in 
panel with a 3:2 aspect ratio 
that’s ideal for working on two 
things side by side. Resolution is 
3240x2160, short of 4K but more 
than enough for image editing 
and normal video production. 
Text is of course pin-sharp.

3 Love is the keys
The Surface Book 2’s keyboard 
is a joy to type on. Each backlit 
key has a reassuring amount 
of depth, and feels pleasingly 
chunky to hit. There’s a lot more 
feedback here than you get from 
the butterfly keys on Apple’s 
latest MacBooks.

1 Alloy from the other side
Both the 13.5in tablet and its 
keyboard base are machined 
from magnesium alloy, with a 
hinge connecting the two. It’s 
gorgeous, and a lot more sturdy 
than the old version – the top 
part doesn’t wobble whenever 
you tap the touchscreen.

Microsoft has been slowly but 
steadily converting artists, audio 
pros and digital dabblers away 
from their precious MacBooks 
for a few years now. 

The Surface Pro might have 
done a lot of that heavy lifting, 
but it was the Surface Book that 
delivered performance as well as 
portability – and now there’s a 
second-gen version with even 
more grunt. 

Don’t think of it as a mere spec 
bump, though: the addition of 
some arty accessories makes 
the combination of a tablet’s 
ease of use and a laptop’s power 
even more potent than it was 
before. Simply put, the Surface 
Book 2 is an absolute prince of 
productivity… even if that means 
it might be overkill for many of us, 
especially given the huge price it 
commands in this no-compromise 
configuration – double the £1499 
of the base model. 

And don’t worry if you’re 
already on Team Windows: this 
is a slick-looking machine whose 
angular lines mean there’s no 
mistaking it for a curvy MacBook. 

£2999 / stuff.tv/SurfaceBook2

Book in advance

1

3
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STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩
A flexible and portable productivity 
powerhouse… but one that comes 
with a hefty price premium
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Tech specs

4 Tales of spanky power
The fully loaded review model 
seen here has an eighth-gen 
Intel Core i7 quad-core CPU, 16GB 
of RAM and 1TB of SSD storage. 
So yeah, this thing is fast. It 
happily chews up Photoshop 
batch processing jobs even in 
tablet mode.

5 Wicked gamer
Connect the base and Intel’s 
integrated graphics are disabled 
in favour of a much more powerful 
Nvidia GTX 1050 with 2GB of 
dedicated memory. This is a 
competent mid-range card that’ll 
handle a lot of games at medium 
or high detail settings. 

Still
, 4

.2GHz fro
m a ta

blet? That p
uts 

a lo
t o

f d
esktop PCs to

 shame…

The Surface Book 2 is overkill if you 
spend most of your time staring at 
emails, and it’s not a true gaming 
PC either… but for forward-thinking 
developers and designers this is a 

tantalising MacBook Pro alternative, especially 
with the Pen and Dial. It could be the device 
that finally gets people switching from macOS 
to Windows. @TomMorgan3

■ Groove is in the art
The Dial is a more exciting 
accessory altogether. 
You can rotate and click 
to change Photoshop 
brushes, screen 
brightness and volume, 
or to zoom and scroll in 
any application.

■ My art will go on
The Surface Pen remains 
mostly unchanged from 
last year, with many 
thousands of levels of 
pressure-detection and 
a magnetic dock that lets 
you store it on the side of 
the machine.

■ Two arts beat as one
With the Pen in one hand 
and the Dial pressed 
on the screen with the 
other, the Surface Book 
2 becomes an artist’s 
drafting table updated 
for 2018. We like this way 
of working. A lot.

■ Arts don’t break
As always, latency 
between stylus and 
screen is some of the 
lowest in the business, 
helping you to concentrate 
on your lines rather than 
waiting for the digital ink 
to start flowing.

Feeling arty? The Surface Book 2 comes with a Surface 
Pen, and also plays nicely with the Surface Dial (£90)… 

Peripheral visionary

5

Display 13.5in 3240x2160 LCD touchscreen 
Processor Intel Core i7 8th gen RAM 16GB GPU Nvidia 
GeForce GTX 1050 Storage 1TB SSD OS Windows 10 
Connectivity USB 3 x2, USB-C, headphone jack, SD card 
reader, Surface Connect x2 Battery life Up to 17 hours 
Dimensions 312x232x23mm (15mm as tablet), 1.9kg
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The Punisher
Happy gun lucky

The Punisher is the ‘hero’ 
every gun-toting American 
male thinks he can be when 
confronted with the slightest 
sniff of danger. This isn’t just 
a show about Frank Castle 
killing a lot of bad guys in 
various ways, though – it  
also deals with some of the 
big issues that face veterans 
returning to US soil. So not 
your usual inconsequential 
Marvel action-fest, then. 
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Don’t settle for televisual mediocrity: stick with our pick 
of the best TV shows and movies that Netflix has to offer

Bright
Good cop, badass cop

After the shambles that was 
Suicide Squad, Will Smith 
and director David Ayer 
have teamed up again in 
the infinitely better Bright. 
A buddy cop movie starring 
Smith and an Orc called Nick, 
it tells the story of a routine 
night patrol that takes 
a turn for the fantastical. 
What follows is the closest 
the Fresh Prince has ever 
come to panto, which is all 
fine by us. Alas, there’s no 
Carlton cameo.

American Vandal
Draw your weapons

Who drew the dicks? It’s 
a question that’s troubled 
teaching staff since the dawn 
of time itself, but perhaps 
never more so than in 
true crime mockumentary 
American Vandal. A riotous 
send-up of Serial, Making 
A Murderer and the onslaught 
of real-life whodunnits 
that followed in their wake, 
this eight-episode series 
investigates the aftermath of 
a very phallic act of vandalism 
to joyously crass effect.

Okja
Food for thought

It’s no great secret that 
Netflix craves an Oscar and 
will stop at nothing to get 
it, Frank Underwood style. 
Thankfully, this self-funded 
tale of a giant GM pig and her 
tween companion is a great 
marker for its cinematic 
ambitions. With a fine cast 
(including top turns from Jake 
Gyllenhaal and Tilda Swinton), 
brisk narrative pace and 
great visual effects, a golden 
statuette might not be far off 
for the streaming titan.

B I N G E
L I K E

A  P R O
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T H E  B E ST 
T E L L I E S  TO 
WAT C H  O N

Better Call Saul
Law, what is it good for?

Set six years before the 
events of Breaking Bad, 
Better Call Saul follows the 
early legal career of former 
conman Saul Goodman 
(then known as Jimmy McGill). 
While the stakes rarely get 
as bum-clenchingly high 
as they are for Walter White 
and friends, this show is 
funny, engrossing and 
almost as binge-worthy 
as its predecessor. It’s three 
seasons in, and we’ll happily 
take a whole bunch more.

Stranger Things 2
The beast is back

How do you follow up a 
cultural phenomenon? 
Stranger Things 2 doesn’t 
concern itself with such 
navel-gazing worries, and 
instead continues to strut 
to the beat of its own weird 
drum. The chills are dialled 
down in favour of fantastical 
world-building this time 
around, but naturally those 
Demogorgons are still up to 
no good and Eleven remains 
the world’s No1 Eggos fan. 
This is still a sci-fi delight.

LG OLED55C7V
£1599 / lg.com
After a flurry of price drops 
late last year, LG’s entry-level 
OLED telly is now borderline 
affordable.
Stuff says ★★★★★

SAMSUNG UE32M5500
£299 / samsung.com
If all you need is a tiny HD 
telly for your boudoir, then 
this 32in Samsung will do 
the business.
Stuff says ★★★★★

SONY KD-55A1
£2799 / sony.co.uk
The gold standard for 4K 
tellies right now – this 
Sony looks the part in 
every respect.
Stuff says ★★★★★

SAMSUNG 
UE40MU6400U
£479 / samsung.com
A fab small 4K TV that will 
squeeze into any home and 
won’t set you back too much.
Stuff says ★★★★★

Happy Valley
It really is grim up north

Kind of like a West Yorkshire 
take on Fargo, Happy Valley 
is an unremittingly grim 
and gritty crime drama that 
tempers the nuts-and-bolts 
police procedural stuff with 
cracking characterisation, 
snappy dialogue and real 
human emotion. Less dry 
than Line of Duty and less 
silly than Luther, this is 
perfect box-set material 
if you’re seeking a realistic 
cop show with bite, heart 
and beauty.

Mad Men
You’ve never ad it so good

Not since The Sopranos has 
there been a mainstream TV 
show where so much goes on 
behind the surface. Mad Men 
is, on the face of it, a drama 
about people who work in 
advertising in 1960s New York. 
But just as The Sopranos used 
the mob to examine wider 
themes, Mad Men explores 
capitalist America, family and 
identity in the modern world. 
You could call it existentialist 
if you were feeling fancy; we 
just call it brilliant.

Rick and Morty
Bad grandpa

The much-anticipated third 
season of this animated 
comedy series continues in 
the same riotous vein. Despite 
being rooted in sci-fi staples 
like multi-dimensional travel, 
Rick and Morty is chiefly 
concerned with being hilarious 
and irreverent as it follows the 
adventures of a sociopathic 
booze-addled inventor and 
his grandson. If you thought 
Back To The Future’s incest 
subplot was weird, you ain’t 
seen nothing yet.

People Just 
Do Nothing
Shout out to Chabuddy G

This mockumentary about 
West London pirate garage 
radio station Kurupt FM is a 
wickedly funny examination 
of the same kind of hubris 
and self-delusion exhibited 
by David Brent in The Office. 
The fact that the Kurupt crew 
clearly do know their Artful 
Dodger from their Pied Piper 
– they’ve performed live at 
events in character – adds 
an extra layer of authenticity 
to the whole thing.
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Freaks and Geeks
Noughties but nice

A cult comedy show that first 
aired in 1999-2000, this Judd 
Apatow-backed affair features 
a who’s-who of fresh-faced 
noughties stars including Seth 
Rogen, Jason Segel and James 
Franco. More importantly, 
it’s riotously funny, as Linda 
Cardellini does her best to 
sabotage her star mathlete 
status and pursue life as a 
slacker because life is more 
fun when you’re a loser. 
A heartwarming butterfly-
turned-caterpillar story.

Mindhunter
Killer intellects

One day David Fincher will 
go and direct a Pixar movie 
or Paddington 3, but until then 
Mindhunter concerns itself 
with delving into the psyches 
of famous ’70s serial killers 
to find out what makes them 
quite so horrendous. It’s a 
grimly fascinating premise 
for a police procedural drama, 
and one that gets all the more 
compelling as the season goes 
on. What separates man from 
monster? Maybe not as much 
as you’d think.

Orphan Black
Send in the clones

When petty crook Sarah 
witnesses the suicide of a 
woman who looks identical 
to her, she isn’t troubled by 
philosophical questions; she 
just sets about nicking her 
identity and emptying her 
bank accounts. Naturally, that 
brings its own complications, 
and before long she’s winging 
it uncovering a conspiracy of 
human cloning. Unlike some 
high-concept shows, Orphan 
Black’s been thought through 
beyond its initial premise.

Star Trek: Discovery
To boldly reboot

The most intriguing concept 
for a Star Trek offshoot in, like, 
forever, Discovery plunges 
you straight into an all-out 
war and ditches the standard 
episodic format in favour of a 
single story played out in full. 
It’s set a decade before the 
original team of Kirk, Spock 
and the gang set out on 
the Enterprise; and despite 
plenty of nods to the past, 
the format gives this show 
space to develop without the 
pressures of limited time.
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The Breakfast Club
Brat Pack furniture

Teen movies will come and 
teen movies will go, but there 
will only ever be one The 
Breakfast Club. If you haven’t 
yet seen John Hughes’ story 
of five misfits stuck together 
in Saturday detention, 
then consider this less 
of a recommendation and 
more of an instruction. Three 
decades on, this remains 
a movie that’ll warm your 
cockles from head to toe. 
You only need be young at 
heart to enjoy it.

Hunt for the 
Wilderpeople
Gangstas’ paradise

Taika Waititi hit the big time 
recently with Thor: Ragnarok, 
but that bombastic romp has 
nothing on 2016’s Hunt For 
The Wilderpeople, a charming 
trot around the New Zealand 
countryside starring a young 
wannabe hoodlum called 
Ricky, a grouchy father-figure 
called Hec and a dog called 
Tupac. Even now we still 
find ourselves chuckling 
over its best quips. In a 
word: majestical. 

John Wick
The dog days are over

Keanu Reeves was put on this 
Earth to stare vacantly into 
the middle distance and kick 
ass, and his first turn as John 
Wick delivers both of these 
things in spades. Truly, it’s 
this flick’s fight scenes that 
elevate it into the realm of 
modern action classics like 
The Raid and Dredd. Every 
punch and volley of gunfire 
makes you gasp in horror, 
grasp your popcorn bowl 
tighter and lean further into 
your telly. Brilliant stuff.

It Follows
The porking dead

For all their blood and guts, 
horror movies can be a tad 
prudish when it comes to 
fornication. More often than 
not, getting your rocks off is 
going to get you killed shortly 
afterwards. It Follows offers 
a neat twist on this law: 
here, getting fruity with 
the wrong person will saddle 
you with a killer curse that 
stalks its victims slowly but 
incessantly. And so this indie 
chiller is stacked to the max 
with creeping dread.



BEST OF NETFLIX

75

M O V I E S

Ant-Man
Small but fighty

The Marvel universe is now 
so sprawling that it would 
take a superhuman just to 
keep up with its relentless 
output. Want to skip straight 
to the good stuff? Trust in 
Paul Rudd’s comedic powers 
and Ant-Man will deliver 
a rollicking good time for 
two hours. With enough 
smart one-liners to shake 
a can of pesticide at and 
plenty of explosive action 
to boot, it really is a great 
anty-dote to boredom.

Spy
You only laugh twice (not really)

Yes, it’s another espionage 
spoof. Yes, it’s got Jason 
Statham showcasing his 
comedic chops. And yet, 
against all odds, Melissa 
McCarthy’s Spy is a world 
removed from the likes of 
Goldmember and Johnny 
English. Why? The gender 
swap works a treat, the Stath 
chews up the scenery in 
righteous fashion and the 
jokes are actually funny. 
Sounds easily done when 
we put it like that, doesn’t it?

The Big Lebowski
Bowls to the wall

Does anyone not like the Coen brothers? Maybe there’s a 
woman somewhere in Minnesota who refuses to watch their 
films because Joel didn’t ask her to the prom in 1971. Anyway, 
The Big Lebowski remains as watchable as ever. It stars John 
Goodman, Jeff Bridges and Steve Buscemi in a daft – and 
admittedly somewhat bewildering – story of money, revenge, 
mistaken identity and bowling.

Pulp Fiction
Bloody good

Tarantino’s slump might 
be over, but there’s still no 
topping his second feature. 
As brutal as it is quotable, 
Pulp Fiction captures Quentin 
at his best – when his third 
acts were about 30 minutes 
shorter and all the foot fetish 
stuff was still under control. 
So go on, why not reacquaint 
yourself with Uma, Samuel 
and John, and remember 
why this movie’s poster still 
adorns every self-respecting 
student dorm.

Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens
Rey of light

Remember how hyped you 
were for the first new Star 
Wars movie in ages? And 
then it actually turned out 
to be good! Halcyon days, 
friends. Well, now you can 
recapture a little bit of that 
fervour by watching Finn, Rey 
and the gang discover the 
joyous ways of the Force all 
over again on Netflix. Oh, and 
Adam Driver in full on ‘emo 
Vader’ mode – proof that 
miracles still do happen.

T H E  B E ST 
T V  S O U N D 

K I T

SONOS PLAYBAR
£699 / sonos.com
Don’t bother with the recent 
PlayBase – get this excellent 
soundbar instead. The perfect 
addition to your Sonos system.
Stuff says ★★★★★

ACOUSTIC ENERGY 
AEGO SOUNDBAR 
£179 / acoustic-energy.co.uk
It might be on the small side, 
but don’t underestimate this 
soundbar’s huge sound.
Stuff says ★★★★✩

SONY HT-ST5000
£1289 / sony.co.uk
Dolby Atmos skills elevate 
this soundbar/sub combo 
to joyous heights. Your telly 
couldn’t ask for better.
Stuff says ★★★★★

SKY SOUNDBOX
from £249 / sky.com
So long as you’re signed up 
to Murdoch’s TV empire, Sky’s 
new soundbar is a good deal. 
Read the full review on p49.
Stuff says ★★★★★
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ONE 
ANKER POWERPORT 
QI 10

� is charging plate comes 
without frills but will get the 
job done. Its soft exterior 
will keep your glass-backed 
X from slipping off , while 
the ‘breathing’ blue LEDs 
show you charging status. 
Oh, and it can do 10W fast 
charging – overkill for this 
7.5W iPhone but likely to be 
handy for future releases.

£18.99 / amazon.co.uk

TWO
MAGBAK 

What at fi rst glance appears 
to be just a nice minimalist 
case actually contains strong 
magnets that let it attach to 
any metal surface – perfect 
for slapping your X on the 
fridge while you’re whipping 
up a spag bol. It’s compatible 
with wireless charging and 
comes with two MagSticks, 
which let you attach it to 
non-magnetic surfaces.

€40 / 1lss.com

THREE
MOSHI IONBANK 5K 
X GREY JASON WU

Given just how lovely the 
iPhone X’s display is, we 
wouldn’t blame you for 
abusing it until the battery 
is in serious peril. � is sleek 
5150mAh battery pack will 
top you up without proving 
to be an eyesore of an 
appendage. It’s designed by 
Jason Wu, who’s quite a big 
deal in high fashion.

£100 / moshi.com

FIRST GET 

THESE…

from £999 / vodafone.co.uk
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3 SHADOWS REMAIN £free

� is creepy interactive 
adventure from the makers 
of Fruit Ninja puts the X’s 
augmented reality talents 
to full use by ‘projecting’ 
its playing area – a series 
of 3D rooms packed with 
objects – onto a real-life 
surface in your house. In order 
to explore the game and interact 
with items, you move your 
iPhone around and tap on the 
various objects on screen.

5 IKEA CATALOGUE £free

We all love Ikea – it’s an 
amusement park of retail 
bliss, with cheap meatballs 
on top of all the shopping 
splendour. One snag: you never 
know quite how that furniture 
will look in your fl at until you 
bring it home. � is app solves 
that, letting you drop perfect 3D 
versions of items into view via 
AR. Wonder no more… and don’t 
waste time clumsily building 
something you’ll hate.

1 TRANSPARENT EARTH 
£free

� is simple freebie app uses the 
iPhone X’s augmented reality 
smarts to approximate what’s 
on the other side of the planet 
based on where you aim the 
camera, answering the lifelong 
question: “What would happen 
if you dug a hole all the way to 
the other side of the Earth?” 
Well, you’d burn up in magma, 
of course. But don’t tell that to 
young kids.

4 SNAPSEED £free

Google’s photo editor is 
typically approachable. Need 
to crop or rotate an image, or 
add a fi lter? It takes a couple 
of taps. But Snapseed goes 
further than most freebies: 
there’s a powerful curves 
tool; fi lters can be tweaked 
and fi ne-tuned; and best of 
all, Stacks enable you to view 
and adjust previous edits. 
� at’s a pro-level feature set 
in a free app.

2 CLIPS £free

Apple’s simple, speedy and 
versatile video recorder and 
editor is like iMovie’s rebellious 
teenage cousin – packed with 
zany fi lters, warped animations 
and off -beat eff ects. Its 
standout feature, though, 
is Selfi e Scenes – only available 
to those armed with an 
iPhone X – which uses the 
TrueDepth Camera System 
to place you inside animated 
360° scenes.

6 NOTCH REMOVER 99p

Not everyone is a fan of the 
iPhone X’s screen ‘notch’ – 
many think it intrudes on that 
lovely screen’s orderly shape 
like an unwanted, unwashed 
guest at a swanky dinner party. 
� is app modifi es your X’s 
wallpaper to hide the off ending 
protrusion within a simple black 
strip. Whether you think such 
a basic solution deserves 99p 
of your cash… well, that’s for 
you to decide.

NOW
 

DOW
NLOAD  
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PAIR UP 

THESE…
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SONY 
MDR-1000X
Perhaps the best 
Bluetooth noise-
cancelling cans on 
the market, these 
ear-envelopers 
excel at shutting 
out the world and 
sound beautiful.
£250 / sony.co.uk

URBANISTA 
SEATTLE 
WIRELESS
Style-wise you 
can’t fail with sleek 
black on-ears, and 
these budget cans 
have a surprisingly 
involving sound.
£60 / 
urbanista.com

SOUNDMAGIC 
E10BT 
These might not 
be ‘true’ wireless 
buds like Apple’s 
own AirPods, being 
wired to a battery 
module, but they 
are hard to beat 
at this price.
£60 / soundmagic 
headphones.com
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24 hours with 
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A chic street snapper with 21st-century functionality, 
this compact system camera could be your ideal first 
foray into the world of the legendary German maker

2 The littlest hobo
With Leica’s new 18mm f/2.8 
pancake lens attached, the CL 
is barely bigger than a premium 
compact camera, making it 
ideal for travelling. With an 
equivalent focal length of around 
27mm, this lens is a good choice 
for all-round use.

3 That was the tweak that was
There are two dials on the top, 
with buttons in the centre – you 
use these to change aperture, 
shooting mode, shutter speed, 
ISO and exposure compensation. 
A long press on the right-hand 
button opens up a list of extra 
shooting options. 

1 Points of view
The CL is based on a traditional 
rangefinder-style design, with 
a flat build and the viewfinder 
over on the left. If you like to 
compose shots with your right 
eye, this is great for keeping the 
left one clear to watch the scene 
unfolding in front of you.

Nobody can deny that Leica 
makes absolutely gorgeous gear. 
When you think of a classic retro 
camera, it’s probably something 
Leica-esque that comes to mind. 
But the company that basically 
invented the compact camera 
made a very futuristic snapper 
with its recent TL2.

That touchscreen-equipped 
marvel felt like a perfect melding 
of system cam and smartphone 
tech, but the lack of a built-in 
viewfinder made it feel a bit too 
stripped down. And so, enter the 
Leica CL. 

Internally the two cameras are 
pretty much identical, but it’s how 
you use the CL that sets it apart 
from the screen-only setup of 
the TL2. It adds a few buttons 
and, crucially, a digital viewfinder. 
There’s the same 24MP APS-C 
sensor, the same Maestro II 
image processor and the same 
lens mount as the TL2.

At £2250 without a lens, this 
isn’t one for budget buyers… 
but can it compete with the likes 
of Sony and Fujifilm in the upper 
branches of the CSC tree?

£2250 (body only) / stuff.tv/LeicaCL

Leica virgin?
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■ Tree hugger
Exposure is reliably well 
balanced and detail is 
rendered superbly by 
the CL’s sensor. Zoom 
in to images at 100% and 
you can see that fine detail 
is resolved particularly well 
at lower ISOs.

■ Night crawler 
You can confidently use the 
CL at up to ISO 6400 and 
be sure of decent prints at 
A4, but don’t expect too 
much – ISO 12,800 and 
25,600 are best reserved 
for when you’re desperate 
to get the shot.

Sensor 24MP APS-C Processor Maestro II
ISO range 100-50,000 
Display 3in LCD touchscreen, 1040k dots
Video 4K @ 30p, 1920x1080 @ 60p Burst rate 10fps
Autofocus Contrast-based, 49 points
Dimensions 131x78x45mm, 403g 

STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩
It’s a pricey street shooter, but 
that red dot brings superb image 
quality and super-easy handling
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Tech specs

4 Screen fest
Also on top of the camera is a 
small LCD screen showing current 
settings. It’s a great way to see 
what you’ve got selected before 
lifting the camera to your eye to 
shoot. If the camera notices you’re 
shooting in low light, this screen 
will illuminate automatically. 

5 Tappy days
The back of the CL is quite a 
departure from the TL2, seeing 
as there are actually a few 
buttons to pay attention to… 
but don’t worry, the screen is 
still touch-sensitive. Among 
other functions, you can use 
it to set your autofocus point.

It’s
 tr

icky to
 switc

h betw
een using 

screen and butto
ns to

 set A
F points.

Buying a Leica is about more than 
just taking nice pictures – that red 
dot is a status symbol, and whether 
the CL technically merits its very 
high asking price is questionable. 

But the handling system is intuitive, image 
quality is excellent, and this is a far more 
affordable route into the Leica club than 
the wallet-pulverising M10. @AmyDavies

■ Scene stealer
There are a few different 
film settings to choose 
from, but the standard 
setting does a good 
job for the majority of 
ordinary scenes – if you 
need extra saturation, pop 
it into Vivid mode.

■ Colour picker 
Automatic white balance 
is fine on the whole, but 
there are times when 
overcast skies create a 
more orange-like tint than 
we’d like. Still, switching 
to a specific white balance 
setting sorts that out.

It comes as no surprise that image quality is very good 
indeed – you don’t pay over £2k for the red dot alone…

Why we’re Leica likers
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G R O U P  T E ST  C H E A P  L A P TO P S

Unless you’re designing Tesla’s new space-moped, a basic laptop 
might be all you honestly need. So which is the budget machine to buy?

Affordable 
foldables

81

WHAT 
TO LOOK 

FOR

PROCESSING 
POWER

You don’t need a lot 
of grunt for scrolling 

through Facebook, but 
a meaty CPU will make 

a big diff erence with 
image editing and 

games.

STORAGE 
SPACE

Most decent laptops 
have at least 128GB of 
space for your holiday 

videos. SSD types ares 
much quicker than 

traditional hard drives 
at loading apps.

SCREEN 
RESOLUTION

Don’t expect a 4K 
display in this price 
range, but Full HD 

resolution (1920x1080 
pixels) should keep 

your photos and fi lms 
looking crisp. 
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POWER ON 
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Asus VC239H
£124 / asus.com
Dump that dull display 
for… another Asus? 
Yes, but this one is 
great. It’s a 23in 1080p 
IPS screen, boasting 
all the good stuff  the 
laptop itself lacks: 
strong contrast, lifelike 
colour and Full HD. 
� at’s more like it.

STUFF SAYS Plenty of performance per pound, but it’s not the slickest ★★★✩✩

What’s the story?
� e Asus VivoBook X405 is a 
laptop that seems a bit better 
on paper than it is in person. But 
that’s not so bad, because on 
paper it looks amazing. 

An Intel Core i3 processor and 
a 128GB SSD for under £400? 
� at’s some fancy talk right 
there. � is kind of spec gets 
you just about unbeatable 
performance for the cash. 
However, there’s more to your 
laptop-using experience than 
how quickly apps load and run, 
and this is where the Asus loses 
its edge.  

In pictures the X405 looks 
like one of Asus’s ZenBook 

TECH SPECS
Display 14in 1366x768 
Processor Intel Core i3 
RAM 4GB Storage 128GB SSD 
OS Windows 10 Dimensions 
326x226x19mm, 1.3kg

Asus VivoBook X405  Price £399 / stuff.tv/X405

G R O U P  T E ST  C H E A P  L A P TO P S

NOW ADD THIS

laptops, with a fancy circular 
brushed fi nish on the lid. Back 
on Earth it’s an all-plastic laptop 
with a style that’s not exactly 
super-coherent.  

Is it any good?
� e plastic build brings a cheap 
feel: parts of it fl ex too much 
under fi nger pressure and the 
keyboard feels a little ‘budget’ 
too, the keys ringing hollow as 
you type. You can add to this a 
poor-quality screen that looks 
washed out or shadowy when 
viewed from a slight angle. 
Contrast is bad, and so is colour 
saturation… but it is at least 
pretty bright. On the whole, 

while some of the internal 
components may not be cheap, 
this Asus is not a reassuring 
laptop to interact with. 

Still, if you can overlook the 
lack of gloss, the VivoBook 
X405 will outperform most. 
And it has a good array of 
connections, including USB-C 
and full-size HDMI to let you 
plug in a nicer-looking screen. 

SOCKET SET
With the best 

connectivity on test, 
including Ethernet, SD 
and USB-C, the X405 
is an obvious choice to 

turn into a sneaky 
desktop.

RIM’LL FIX IT
A NanoEdge display 
with slim surrounds 

lets Asus pack a 
14in screen into the 

footprint of a trusty old 
13in laptop, for better 

portability.



BEST FOR 
HOT- 

DESKING

h l et  
from £75 / herschel.eu
We love a good laptop 
bag, but a lot of them 
are too nerdy-looking. 
� e Herschel Retreat 
looks great, comes 
in a wide range of 
colours and has a 
fl eece-lined sleeve 
designed for laptops 
of up to 15 inches. 

G R O U P  T E ST  C H E A P  L A P TO P S
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STUFF SAYS A near-perfect budget laptop, apart from that basic screen ★★★★✩

What’s the story?
Few laptops make a plastic 
casing look as good as the 
Lenovo IdeaPad 320S. � is 
is a cheap laptop that won’t 
make you embarrassed when 
you whap it out in a coff ee shop 
among all the MacBooks. It even 
has a slim-surround screen like 
the latest high-end models. 

At 1.7kg and 19mm thick this 
is not the thinnest or lightest 
around, but we lugged it around 
in a rucksack without having 
to beg anyone for a shoulder 
massage in the evening. 

� e big surprise is that, while 
the IdeaPad 320S has a Pentium 
processor, its performance is 

TECH SPECS
Display 14in 1366x768 
Processor Intel Pentium 
RAM 4GB Storage 128GB SSD 
OS Windows 10 Dimensions 
327x237x19mm, 1.7kg

Lenovo IdeaPad 320S  Price £329 / stuff.tv/IdeaPad320S
NOW ADD THIS

rock solid. We’re used to 
Pentium and Atom laptops 
running like couch potatoes 
with knee problems, but the 
320S feels just as smooth as a 
laptop with a pricier Core i3 CPU. 

Is it any good?
Did we say ‘smooth’? Well, that 
is until you start stressing the 
little guy. Games and taxing 
apps run better on rivals with 
full Intel Core CPUs. But for 
typing, emails and the lightest 
of light gaming, it’ll do the job. 
Even the trackpad and keyboard 
feel good. 

� e only big drawback with 
this Lenovo is the screen. Despite 

a sharp, slim-bezel look, the 
display itself isn’t sharp or 
modern. It’s a fairly low-res 
14in LCD that does not look 
good unless viewed dead-on, 
and even then, contrast and 
colour are not great. 

� e IdeaPad 320S looks great 
from a distance, but there are 
compromises when you’re 
actually using the thing. 

LIFTING THE LID
� e lid looks just like 

the rest of this plastic 
laptop, but it’s actually 

made of coated 
aluminium for better 
resilience and a more 

expensive feel.

BASE PLAYER
A key part of its 

recognisable look, the 
Lenovo’s keys are 

rounded at the bottom. 
It doesn’t aff ect typing 
feel much, but softens 

the style. 
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SMART 

STUDENTS
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STUFF SAYS A good screen and slick build are eye-openers at the price ★★★★★

What’s the story?
� e fi rst time you see the Acer 
Swift 1, you might think “Surely 
they got the price wrong?” 
It’s not often an all-aluminium 
laptop with a sharp screen lands 
at under £350. But it’s true: Acer 
has waved its price-shrinking 
wand again. 

How? Well, let’s get the bad 
bit out of the way fi rst. � e 
Swift 1 has a Pentium 4420 
CPU, making it the least powerful 
laptop in this test. 

Don’t expect to edit video 
or play high-end games on the 
Swift 1. � at said, Windows 10 
runs well, and it’s fi ne for light 
duties. And it will hack Skyrim 

Acer Swift 1  Price £330 / stuff.tv/Swift1

G R O U P  T E ST  C H E A P  L A P TO P S

at 720p with all the fancy eff ects 
turned off . Just. 

Is it any good?
With 64GB storage you can’t 
install all that much on this 
laptop anyway – there are 
compromises. But if you ask 
us, the pay-off  is worth it. First, 
there’s the screen: a 1080p IPS 
panel with good contrast and 
passable colour, it wouldn’t 
look too out of place on a proper 
luxury laptop. 

Add to that the all-aluminium 
shell with its simple anodised 
design and you have something 
a bit special. You could tell a 
friend it cost hundreds more 

without being called a liar…or 
being looked at as if you’d just 
bought some “£2000” speakers 
from a man in a van. 

� e keyboard and trackpad 
are perfectly sound, and there’s 
even a USB-C port. Battery 
life of 7.5 hours is decent rather 
than mind-blowing, but the only 
thing to really put you off  is that 
cap on performance. 

NEW FOLDER
� e 1080p IPS screen 
is great quality for the 
cash, and it folds back 
almost fl at for easier 

sharing of what’s 
on screen.

GLEAM BROTHER
� e Swift 1’s anodised 

aluminium is a lot 
shinier than that of 

a MacBook, but from 
arm’s length this laptop 

has a premium look.

Sandisk Fit Ultra 128GB
£39 / sandisk.co.uk
One of the Swift 1’s 
biggest issues is limited 
storage. � is little USB 
stick lets you add a 
whopping 128GB to 
the memory banks… 
and it’s so small you 
can just keep it stuck 
in the port 24/7 like a 
mini hard drive.

NOW ADD THIS

TECH SPECS
Display 13in 1920x1080 
Processor Intel Pentium 
RAM 4GB Storage 64GB 
OS Windows 10 Dimensions 
320x230x15mm, 1.3kg
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STUFF SAYS Pay more to get more with this solid, feature-packed hybrid ★★★★✩

What’s the story?
If you’re willing to stretch the 
budget a little, this Dell gets you 
a lot more than your average 
aff ordable laptop. For a start it’s 
a 2-in-1, with a hinge that lets 
the screen fl ip all the way over. 
And you also get a touchscreen. 
It’s no iPad, but after a years of 
being unconvinced, we actually 
fi nd laptop touchscreens 
useful… sometimes.

� is is an all-plastic laptop, 
but Dell has added enough 
design quirks to make it seem 
more than just a generic model. 
Sharp edges come up against 
rounded-off  parts, and it all 
works together in surprising 

Dell Inspiron 13 5000  Price £549 / stuff.tv/Inspiron13

harmony. � ere are even some 
hints of higher-end hardware 
here too. � e keyboard has a 
backlight and the screen off ers 
1080p Full HD resolution. 

Is it any good?
� e display’s colours are a wee 
bit undersaturated… but then, 
they are in every single cheaper 
laptop, and usually more than 
this. � e combination of a 
glossy fi nish and low maximum 
brightness doesn’t help this Dell 
outdoors, though. You’ll barely 
see what’s going on if you’re 
using it in full sunshine.

Real-world battery life of 
around 6.5 hours isn’t going 

to get most people through a 
full day’s graft either. However, 
thanks to a Core i3 CPU and SSD 
storage, Windows 10 runs like 
a dream. 

� is laptop could do with a 
USB-C port, though. You get 
traditional USBs and an HDMI 
slot – fi ne for now, but two 
years down the road you might 
be wishing for an upgrade. 

HINGE WATCH
� e screen hinge can 

be folded to any angle, 
which is handy for 

watching movies on 
cramped train or plane 
tables, or propping up 

in the kitchen.

LIGHT RELIEF
A two-level white 

keyboard backlight 
makes it much easier 

to write in the dark 
without paccking yor 
eemails with typoos. 

Whoops, sorry.

Corsair Harpoon
£28 / corsair.com
Fancy a spot of laptop 
gaming? A mouse is 
highly recommended… 
and Corsair’s Harpoon 
is one of the best 
budget options. It has 
6000dpi resolution, six 
customisable buttons 
and a funky light-up 
logo on the back. 

NOW ADD THIS

TECH SPECS
Display 13.3in 1920x1080 
Processor Intel Core i3 
RAM 4GB Storage 256GB SSD 
OS Windows 10 Dimensions 
324x225x20mm, 1.6kg
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Asus ZenFone 4
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It may not have the svelte looks to compete with 
the latest flagships, but the Asus ZenFone 4 is 
powerful enough to be a mid-range contender

2 What can you do? 
All the little extras you’d expect 
from a good mid-range phone are 
here: there’s a good fingerprint 
scanner on the front, NFC, 
Bluetooth 5.0 and a USB-C port 
rather than the older microUSB 
kind. The highlight is 64GB of 
storage – that’s loads. 

3 What are you looking at?
The 5.5in 1920x1080 IPS display 
is pretty sharp, but we’d be 
complaining if it had anything 
less given the price. And we’re 
not wowed by the colours, which 
are a little less eye-pleasing than, 
for example, those of the cheaper 
Moto G5S Plus.

1 What’s in the box?
The ZenFone 4 has a pretty 
traditional screen-to-bulk ratio. 
It feels a little boxy for something 
only 7.7mm thick, but it’s smart 
enough and only a shade bigger 
than the OnePlus 5T. It has Gorilla 
Glass 4 plates on the front and 
back, and aluminium sides. 

Are you tired of having a phone 
your friends recognise? Is the 
sheer weight of that iPhone 
cred getting you down? An Asus 
ZenFone 4 is one way to get back 
to your humble roots: it’s a phone 
only the nerdiest of mobile lovers 
would recognise. 

It’s not like Asus is a phone 
newbie, though – ZenFones have 
been around since 2014; you just 
don’t see them on UK shelves 
that much. The ZenFone 4 is the 
series’ big return to our shores. 
And with hardware that stacks up 
well against rivals from OnePlus, 
Honor and Motorola, and a price 
to match, it’s a welcome one.

This is part of a growing army 
of phones that look and feel quite 
expensive but don’t get close 
to the scary prices of today’s 
priciest models. It costs around 
£450: not cheap, but a lot more 
affordable than an iPhone X. So 
if you’re not fussed about living 
right on the sharp edge of tech, 
bear in mind that just a year or 
two ago the ZenFone 4 would 
have looked right at home next 
to the big flagships.

£450 / stuff.tv/ZenFone4

Zenny thing goes

3
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■ Fly by night
It doesn’t always find the 
optimum settings with its 
very first shot, but you 
can get seriously detailed 
night photos with this 
phone. Here it actually 
beats the OnePlus 5T, 
which doesn’t have OIS.

■ Sparkling dual
The primary 12MP sensor 
has phase-detection 
autofocus and – a killer 
feature – optical image 
stabilisation. This is 
teamed with a less fancy 
8MP wide-angle camera 
with a 120° field of view. 

■ Selfie-effacing
The front camera is just 
decent, with the sort of 
solid but not brilliant 8MP 
hardware you’d expect at 
the price. Selfies look OK, 
but tend to appear a bit 
weak or washed out with 
less than perfect lighting.

■ Snappier snaps
The very best phones 
have slightly better, more 
natural colour in certain 
conditions, but this is one 
of the better cameras 
you’ll find at the price. 
And it’s quick, with only 
a smidge of shutter lag.

Its brain may not have class-leading chops, but the 
ZenFone 4’s camera specs are hard to argue with 

Screen 5.5in 1920x1080 IPS LCD 
Processor Snapdragon 630 octa-core 
OS Android 7.1.1 with ZenUI 
Cameras 12MP + 8MP rear, 8MP front Battery 3300mAh 
Storage 64GB, expandable via microSD RAM 4GB
Dimensions 155x75x7.7mm, 165g

STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩
A potent enough phone, if a little 
too stuck in its ways to really 
punch above its price
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Zen and the art

Tech specs

4 What lies beneath?
The ZenUI interface is not as 
good-looking as vanilla Android, 
but our grumbles are mostly 
about appearances – there’s 
very little bloatware, it’s quick, 
and Asus hasn’t made any real 
Android-mauling moves like 
getting rid of the apps menu.

5 What are you playing at?
This phone costs as much as 
the OnePlus 5T but has a much 
less powerful processor: the 
Snapdragon 630 is used in some 
significantly cheaper phones. But 
who’s going to notice that this is 
a low-powered phone? High-end 
games run almost bizarrely well.

Last n
ight’s

 low-lig
ht s

hots are re
ally

 

good to
o, plus th

ere’s 4K video.

The ZenFone 4 isn’t about to launch 
Asus out of the shadows and into 
the pockets of millions of people 
who thought they only made 
laptops… but it’s a solid phone in 

its own right. Even if the design isn’t exactly 
dynamic, a night-ready camera, good build 
quality and lots of internal storage make this 
a totally sound buy. @wwwdotandrew
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STUFF SAYS Google Assistant can’t save these earphones from disappointment ★★✩✩✩

Google’s new smart earbuds promise 
high-quality audio, AI skills and snug 
comfort… but deliver mostly frustration

■ The Pixel 2 is an almost perfect 
smartphone – which makes 
Google’s Pixel Buds all the more 
baffling. These new Bluetooth 
earphones are meant to be the 
ideal partner for your new Google 
phone. But, despite their Google 
Assistant smarts, they don’t sound 
great and don’t fit so well either.

■ A rough poll of Stuff HQ 
delivered an even split between 
those who found the fit to be OK 
and those who really struggled. 
Since you place them on your 
outer ear, they don’t sit very 
snugly. In the wrong lugs, they’ll 
never feel truly secure.

■ They’re not completely wireless 
as there’s a band linking the two 
’phones, but they’re sleek and 
come in a fabric charging case that 
can top up their battery four times 
over. You’ll get about five hours of 
music off one charge.

■ They connect to your phone in 
seconds and boast a special power 
that you won’t find in any normal 
earphones: Google Assistant. Yes, 
by tapping and holding on the right 
bud you’ll awaken Google’s rival to 
Siri and Alexa, to use just as you 
would on your phone. 

■ Sound quality is decent but, like 
a bad pub DJ, the Buds overdo the 
bass to the point where it’s faintly 
preposterous. The Horrors’ V 
album seems as though it’s been 
mixed for Ministry of Sound instead 
of your sleepy commute. 

From Maps to Drive, Google has a history of making products that aren’t that great to 
start off with and end up being awesome. The trouble with its Pixel Buds is that you’re 
being asked to pay money for that awkward first step. We’re just not convinced by 
Google Assistant on these buds, and there are plenty of other Bluetooth earphones 
that won’t prove so heavy-handed with your music. 

If these Buds are 
the future, we’re 

fine with the 
present for now

Rob Leedham

We’ve had it up to ear

Colours Black, white, blue 
Connectivity Bluetooth, USB-C 
charging Battery Buds 120mAh, 
case 620mAh Dimensions 
Buds 20x20x21mm, 14g; 
case 66x66x29mm, 43g

■ Bud none the wiser
Then there’s the real-time 
Google Translate, saving you 
from having to navigate foreign 
lands using loud, slow English 
that no one understands anyway. 
Despite repeated efforts, we just 
couldn’t get this to work.

■ Bud wiser
From texting to checking the 
weather, having Google Assistant 
on board lets you do loads of stuff 
without touching your phone. 
Generally this works OK, though 
having to tap a Bud to wake it up 
can mean knocking it loose.

£159 / stuff.tv/PixelBuds

Tech specs
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Nikon’s D850 has the specs to make 
it the ultimate all-round DSLR… so 

can it match up to expectations?

■ The ultra-high detail of a 45.7MP 
sensor, a speedy burst mode, 4K 
video and an optical viewfinder 
with super-high magnification… 
the Nikon D850 wants you to cross 
every other camera off your wish 
list with a big black marker pen. 
On paper, this is about as good an 
all-round DSLR as you can buy. 

■ The D850 is covered in a vast 
array of dials and buttons, putting 
pretty much every control you could 
want at the tips of your fingers. It’s 
a comfortable camera to use for 
long periods of time, and is sealed 
against the assorted delights of 
the great British winter.

■ The amount of detail the D850 
can resolve is simply awesome. 
Its all-purpose metering system 
ensures well-balanced exposures 
with superb precision in shadow 
and highlights. Colours are rich 
and punchy, having a nice level of 
vibrancy without being unrealistic.

■ As well as offering super-high 
resolution, this is a camera that 
copes pretty well with fast-moving 
subjects. It can shoot at up to 9fps, 
and the AF system is the same one 
found in the fantastic D5.

■ Having such a powerful sensor 
means massive file sizes, but you 
can shoot in lower-res modes 
and still have access to RAW files. 
There’s also a silent mode for not 
disturbing anyone at your grandad’s 
bowls tournament. 

The Nikon D850 has a load of excellent features that will appeal to anyone who’s 
looking for a camera that can shoot in pretty much any situation. Minus points are 
hard to find; and while it may not be able to compete with the Sony A9 when it 
comes to fast frame-rates, the D850 is still a dream upgrade for Nikon shooters 
thanks to a very capable AF system, a super-hi-res sensor and a brilliant design.

For pro-friendly 
features, this is 
pretty much as 
good as it gets

Amy Davies

A dream cam true

STUFF SAYS A beast of a full-frame camera for both pros and keen amateurs ★★★★★

Sensor 45.7MP CMOS ISO 
range 64-25,600 (32-102,400 
expanded) Displays 3.2in tilting 
LCD touchscreen, optical viewfinder
Video 3840x2160 @ 30p 
Burst rate Up to 9fps AF points 153 
Dimensions 146x124x78.5mm, 1kg

■ Armed to the tilt
In a first for this camera series, 
the D850’s 3.2in screen is both 
tilting and touch-sensitive. While 
a fully articulating screen might 
have been better for framing 
images in portrait format, a tilting 
one is still very useful.

■ Zoom with a view
The D850 is equipped with the 
highest-magnification optical 
viewfinder ever found on a Nikon 
DSLR camera. It’s exceptionally 
crisp and clear for composing 
images, and also shows some 
information about settings.

£3499 (body only) / stuff.tv/D850

Tech specs
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If you really love reading, 
then Amazon’s new Kindle 
Oasis is for you. Made for 
the kind of person who 
can name at least one 
Balzac novel or knows the 
entire Mills & Boon archive, 
this premium e-reader is 
a clear step up from the 
2016 iteration. 

It has a bigger screen 
and battery, and a new 
ability to survive a dunk in 
the deep end. Amazingly, 

this means the Oasis 
is Amazon’s very first 
waterproof Kindle, and 
thereby the ultimate 
poolside companion for 
posh folk. It even supports 
audiobooks over Bluetooth. 
Just be aware that the 
basic Kindle costs a quarter 
of the price.

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
An essential purchase 
for proper bookworms

OK, nothing beats the smell of real, grubby paper… but if you want to 
fit your personal library in a suitcase, you need one of these e-readers

FUEL FOR LOVE
That bigger screen 
size has also allowed 
more room to fit in a 
bumper battery that 
will see you through 
six weeks of use. Just 
enough time to finish 
Lord of the Rings.

READING ROOM
Amazon has ditched 
the old Oasis’s 6in 
screen for a larger 
front-lit 7in panel so 
it can fit more words 
on each page, leaving 
you with less swiping 
to do.

SHOW AND TELL
Pair the Oasis with 
a speaker or your 
wireless headphones 
via Bluetooth, and 
you’ll be able to tune 
in to your Audible 
audiobooks straight 
from the device.

Amazon Kindle Oasis
£230 / stuff.tv/Oasis

TEST
WINNER
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■ Comics by 
Comixology
The most 
popular app 
for all things 
Marvel and DC 
does a great job 
of displaying 
comics from 
Comixology’s 
website.
£free / iOS, 
Android, Kindle

■ Readly
Although Stuff 
may be the 
best magazine 
in the universe, 
it’s not the only 
one. Readly is 
a subscription 
service for 
checking out 
the rest of ’em.
£7.99/month 
/ iOS, Android

■ Audible
If you’re the 
type who likes 
to delegate 
at work, then 
why not do the 
same for your 
reading with 
Audible’s 
200,000 roster 
of audiobooks?
£7.99/month 
/ iOS, Android

Picking up the cheapest 
Kindle doesn’t mean 
settling for less. Despite 
its chubby plastic build, 
it’s more than enough for 
all but the most dedicated 
literary nerds. 

With the same E Ink 
anti-glare technology as 
Amazon’s best e-readers 
and an ample 6in display, 
this does a great job of 
displaying any ebook you 
please using the same 

slick operating system as 
Amazon’s other Kindles. 
Its one major shortcoming? 
The lack of a backlight 
means you’ll need to be 
in a well-lit room to skim 
through a few pages before 
bed. But considering this 
Kindle’s price, that’s a fair 
enough compromise by us.

Amazon Kindle
£60 / stuff.tv/Kindle

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
A fuss-free budget option 
for infrequent readers

Look, there’s no doubt that 
an E Ink screen is far better 
for your peepers if you 
tend to devour your reading 
list at a rate of knots. But 
then again, a Kindle won’t 
stream the Champions 
League for you once your 
favourite character’s been 
bumped off. 

When you think about it, 
Apple’s basic iPad isn’t such 
a bad e-reader after all. 
It’s got a huge array of apps 

for books, comics and 
magazines, and it’ll cater 
for all your Netflix bingeing 
needs too – so you can 
congratulate yourself with 
a movie after finishing a 
lengthy tome. Best of all, 
its 9.7in display is pin-sharp 
and perfectly tuned for all 
your appy pursuits.

Apple iPad
£339 / stuff.tv/AppleiPad

STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩
A versatile tablet that’ll 
serve your reading needs

And you thought the Kindle 
Oasis was pricey, right? 
In fairness, the ReMarkable 
Tablet is no ordinary 
e-reader. It’s a design 
tool first and foremost, 
and now comes with 
a stylus in order to draw 
out your artistic side. 

Scribble across its 10.3in 
panel and it feels as though 
you’re actually putting pen 
to paper. Once you’re done 
sketching your heart out, 

you can happily take a 
break and flick over to an 
ebook instead. You won’t 
be able to read anything 
bought from the Kindle 
Store, though, as only 
EPUB files are supported. 
Still, this tablet remains 
a unique device for those 
creative sorts.

ReMarkable Tablet
£579 / stuff.tv/ReMarkable

STUFF SAYS ★★★★✩
Expensive, but a marvellous 
E Ink slab for arty whimsy

Not so long ago, Kobo 
made the only waterproof 
e-reader around. Since 
Amazon rocked up with 
its new Oasis, the Aura 
H2O isn’t quite so special… 
even if it does cost 80 quid 
less than the ultra-deluxe 
alternative.

Taken as an affordable 
device for clumsy swots, 
this remains a tantalising 
proposition. Its 6.8in screen 
is bigger than any similarly 

priced Kindle, the 1GHz 
processor makes Kobo’s 
simple UI load quickly, and 
books appear on screen in 
a flash. It can also survive 
1m underwater for up to 
30 minutes. Just remember 
most Kindle ebooks you’ve 
bought won’t transfer over 
to the Aura.

Kobo Aura H2O
£150 / stuff.tv/AuraH20

STUFF SAYS ★★★★★
The waterproof e-reader to 
get if the Oasis is too pricey
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DAY 01

(ALMOST) A YEAR WITH THE NINTENDO SWITCH

£280 / stuff.tv/NintendoSwitch

Our 2017 gadget of the year is about to celebrate its first birthday, so Rob Leedham 
refreshes our verdict on the console based on several months of ‘arduous’ testing

Here we go again. Nintendo’s 
second crack at a hybrid console 
is out now, and this time it might 
actually sell a few units. While 
you could play the Wii U either 
on your couch in front of the 
TV or in another nearby room, 
the Switch is properly portable 
in the same way your phone is. 
You can play it on the bus, during 
your dinner break at the office or 
even while sat on the toilet. Plus 
it’s already got one of the best 

ever The Legend of Zelda games 
to its name. 

How could this thing not be 
a smash hit? In fact, I can think 
of quite a few reasons why. It’s 
barely an HD machine in a 4K 
console age, its battery life is 
seemingly so-so, no one has 
a clue how its online multiplayer 
will work, there are only 13 games 
due out for it at launch, and that 
kickstand on its backside is so 
flimsy it may as well be made of 

Twiglets. Actually, that’s being 
unfair… on Twiglets.

So is the Switch going to be 
a success? Don’t ask me, I don’t 
know anything – except that 
I can’t stop finding new dogs 
to pet in Breath of the Wild. My 
grand face-off with Calamity 
Ganon can wait a little longer.

Time for the first proper test of 
any portable console: a long-haul 
flight. I’m on the way to Florida 
and have hours to kill – far more 
than the Switch’s battery life can 
match if you’re playing the likes of 

Mario Kart 8 Deluxe or Zelda. 
So far, it seems as though those 
games will net you just over three 
hours’ worth of play until flailing 
the Master Sword around or 
barraging Luigi with red shells 
takes its toll. I’m going to have 
to invest in a charger before my 
next trip to Trumpland.

For now I dig into the simpler, 
NES-like 2D platformer Shovel 
Knight instead, and squeeze 
in around seven hours of play 
before the thing finally conks out. 
It’s certainly a more appetising 
way to pass the time than 
chewing through this airline’s 
godforsaken imitation of lasagna.

A Switch in time

There are plenty more games in the 
Switch’s pipeline, including new Metroid 
Prime, Yoshi and Pokémon titles

DAY 68
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DAY 200
The Premier League season is 
back, and aside from delivering 
an unending procession of goalless 
Southampton games it’s given me 
a reason to rip my Switch out from 
its dock underneath the TV. Now 
that I need some distraction on 
the train to St Mary’s Stadium, 
I’ve razzed through Sonic Mania, 
Stardew Valley and Rayman 
Legends instead of getting on 
with editing magazine pages for 
Monday. I’m sure Production Ed 
Rich will understand…

DAY 201
Actually, it turns out he’s not so 
keen on the idea.

DAY 285
More bad news for my limited 
time-management powers: 
Wolfenstein 2 and Bayonetta 3 
are coming to the Switch this year. 
Goodbye, social life.

Having lived with Nintendo’s 
latest invention for some time 
now, I’ve grown very fond of it. 
As have half of Stuff HQ, who’ve 
been swayed enough to buy their 
own Switches as more must-play 
games have joined the party. It 
might not be flawless, but the 
Switch is totally unique right now.

DAY 160
The squid shooter Splatoon 2 is 
out today, so you might assume 
Nintendo would have sorted out 
the Switch’s online multiplayer 
setup. If only. As it turns out, plans 
for a paid-for service are still up in 
the air and the only way to enable 
voice chat for the game is via an 
app of dubious quality. It’s a right 
old mess, but at least the servers 
are stable – and it seems I’m pretty 
good at bombarding Inklings with 
colourful gloop.

DAY 182
My single greatest worry for the 
Switch a few months ago? No, 
it wasn’t that I’d try to blast that 
kickstand into the cosmos and 
end up doing myself a wrong ’un; 
it was that Nintendo wouldn’t be 
able to deliver enough games for 
its surprisingly popular hybrid. 

But if the early signs augured 
towards a Wii U-like demise, the 
E3 expo in sunny LA points in a 
more cheery direction altogether. 
Not only does Super Mario 
Odyssey allow you to play as a 
chuffing T. Rex – thereby granting 
it ‘instant classic’ status – but there 
seems to be plenty more in the 
pipeline, including new Metroid 
Prime, Yoshi and Pokémon titles. 
There really is no shortage here.

STUFF SAYS
Nintendo’s 
‘play anywhere’ 
gamble looks 
to have paid off 
in the charming 
Switch
�����

01 Hybrid design works an 
absolute treat
02 Battery life is surprisingly 
robust for this portable
03 There are loads of great 
games to play now

04 Online multiplayer 
remains a complete mess
05 That damned kickstand 
collapses all the time

Donut of Truth™

Display 
6.2in 
1280x720 
LCD touchscreen 
Storage 
32GB, expandable 
via microSD
Processor 
Nvidia Tegra 
Battery life 
4310mAh
Connectivity
USB-C, HDMI, 
Wi-Fi
Dimensions 
(with Joy-Cons) 
239x102x13.9mm, 
398g

Tech specs
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his Star Wars shooter has 
a lot in common with the 
Death Star. When working 

as intended, both are monsters in 
their respective fields… but where 
the Death Star had a terrible design 
flaw that ultimately left it in ruins, 
Battlefront II has something similar: 
microtransactions. 

By including the option to use 
real money to purchase upgrades, 
the balance in player power has 
become frustratingly lopsided. Buy 
Darth Vader and you can butcher 
your way through rebel armies 

between coughs. Or you could 
purchase power-ups called Star 
Cards, which arm you with the 
likes of an Acid Launcher or speedy 
health regeneration. These things 
undoubtedly bring with them an 
overwhelming advantage. 

At the time of writing, the ability 
to use real-world cash for these 
upgrades has been suspended; 
but that’s done little to solve the 
issue, as it still takes a long, long 
time to raise the in-game currency 
yourself. Anyone who has already 
poured many hours into the game 

will still be overpowered by those 
who bought their strength.

Forget about the progression 
system, though, and this is a 
fantastically fun game. With five 
online modes, there’s plenty to 
keep you hooked for weeks. Chief 
among them is the epic 20v20 
Galactic Assault, where you’re 
assigned objectives such as taking 
down an AT-AT Walker and invading 
Naboo’s Royal Palace. 

Classes add a lot of variety too. 
The Specialist’s sniper rifle means 
straying from Hoth’s trenches will 

likely leave a laser burn in your head, 
while the Death Star II’s corridors 
are ideal for the Heavy’s shield. 

If you want a Star Wars game 
with an addictive multiplayer mode, 
then Battlefront II delivers. Maps 
are diverse, shooting is tight and 
matches can be incredibly tense. 
Sadly, the flawed progression 
mechanic overshadows all of this, 
especially if you care about topping 
leaderboards. Now we truly know 
how the Empire felt when the Death 
Star blew up in its face. 
Ryan Jones

STUFF SAYS The unfair progression system ruins an otherwise fun online shooter ★★★��

Star Wars 
Battlefront II
Every fan dreams of lightsaber duels, spaceship dogfights and battling on Endor… and 
DICE’s new online multiplayer shoot-up has it all – but it also has a rather nasty dark side

PC, PS4, Xbox One / 
stuff.tv/BattlefrontII

T
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Fans asked for a single-player 
campaign three years ago with 
the previous Battlefront, and 
now DICE has delivered. Taking 
place after the events of the 
Death Star’s destruction in 
Return of the Jedi, it sees you 
play as Iden Versio, commander 
of the Empire’s infamous 
Inferno Squad. It’s an intriguing 
premise, but this story quickly 
turns predictable. 

For someone who supported 
the annihilation of multiple 
planets, Versio sure is a 
righteous stickler – not 
that she gets a huge amount 
of screen time during the 
four-hour story. 

Rather than following one 
cohesive narrative, Battlefront 
II ’s campaign is a disjointed 
tour around the galaxy that 
stars Luke, Leia and Han Solo 
just as much as it does Iden. 
That’s fine if you want to step 
into these heroes’ shoes for 
the umpteenth time, but not 
if you’re hoping for something 
with more impact than a series 
of bombastic set-pieces.

While there are a few high 
points during the campaign, 
including an epic battle in 
Naboo, there are just as many 
tedious low points to counter. 
Iden Versio’s adventure is 
average at best, then, and 
certainly not good enough on 
its own to make Battlefront II 
an essential purchase.

A walk on the 
Dark Side

Starfighter Assault allows 
you to engage in explosive 

online space battles.

It’ll take 12 hours of play 
before you earn the dosh 

to buy Vader or Luke. 
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ay back in 2011, Skyrim 
absolutely blew us away. 
We called the fifth Elder 

Scrolls title “not only the best 
game in an awesome series, 
but perhaps one of the greatest 
games ever created”. 

A lot can happen in seven 
years, though. This was before 
open-world greats like The 
Witcher 3 and Zelda: Breath of 
the Wild had raised the bar all over 
again. So, are a few new coats of 
graphical polish and the Switch’s 
added portability enough to 
demand you dive back into this 
epic adventure? Yes, as it turns 
out – they absolutely are.

The fact that you can now play 
Skyrim anywhere on the little 
Nintendo console is, quite frankly, 
amazing. This is the exact same 
game as ever, complete with 
Dawnguard, Hearthfire and 
Dragonborn expansions, 
squeezed into a single Switch 
game cartridge. OK, so it’s not 
quite so graphically stunning as 
the PS4 and Xbox One Special 
Edition versions that scale all 
the way up to 4K, but better 

weather and lighting effects have 
still carried across. 

A quick recap on the story: you 
play as a Dragonborn caught in 
the midst of a civil war – and just 
as you begin to think this is a 
game about siding with either 
the rebels or the Empire, along 
come the dragons… 

Breath of the Wild might be 
bigger, and The Witcher 3 bigger 
still, but even now Skyrim still 
feels like somewhere you could 
happily get lost in. Journeys 
between locations feel epic, 
especially the winding climb up 
the 7000 steps to the summit of 
the Throat of the World.

And when you’re facing off 
against Tamriel’s many beasts 
and degenerates? Skyrim’s various 
control schemes for Switch work 
brilliantly – even if the Joy-Con 
motion controls feel a bit gimmicky 
after a while.

It was the pinnacle of RPGs 
when it launched; and while 
that might not be the case any 
more, Skyrim is still up there with 
the best of ’em.
Rob Leedham

STUFF SAYS A fantasy epic in the very best way, Skyrim is just stunning on Switch ★★★★★

The Elder 
Scrolls V: Skyrim
The new Switch version of this classic fantasy adventure allows you to slay 
some dragons on the train to work – but does it work in the portable format?

W

Switch / stuff.tv/Skyrim

There’s a huge 
variety of 

landscapes, 
and the scale 

of this game is 
simply epic.

Want to get 
some Zelda 

gear for your 
Dragonborn? 

Just hook up a 
suitable Amiibo.
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eed for Speed already 
shared a lot of features 
with the Fast and Furious 

films. They’re both obsessed with 
fast driving, crazy customisation 
and OTT action – but this latest 
entry gets closer than ever to 
matching the automotive carnage 
of Dom Toretto and crew. 

Payback is a story-driven 
revenge tale, putting your ragtag 
team of drivers up against an 
underground gambling cartel. 
What wanton act of villainy kicks 
off this quest for retribution? Well, 
it seems one of your crewmates 
stole a rather fancy Koenigsegg 
supercar from under your nose. 
That’s all – nobody died – but 
apparently it’s enough to make 
you risk life and limb in all manner 
of insane set-pieces. Cue chaotic 
story missions ripped straight from 
the silver screen. Annoyingly, the 
best bits of these stunts are usually 
taken over by cut-scenes, leaving 
you to watch rather than pull off the 
exciting moves yourself.

Beyond the big story objectives, 
the more familiar racing is decent 
enough. The series has always had 

wild, arcade-style handling, with 
dramatic oversteer and cars 
that are eager to drift around 
every corner… and Payback is 
no different.

However, rather than buying 
specific bolt-ons to upgrade your 
ride, you have to improve your 
cars with Speed Cards – random 
awards that determine top speed, 
braking power and handling. Yep, 
just like Battlefront II, Payback is 
obsessed with loot crates, drip-
feeding you bonuses for logging in; 
but unless you have deep pockets, 
the Premium boxes that help keep 
your bank balance in the black are 
permanently out of reach. 

This uncompromising focus on 
loot crates and randomly awarded 
stats upgrades saps away a lot 
of the fun, slowing down your 
progress when you should be 
building up a garage of supercars 
and custom creations. In this sense 
Payback is a bit like the blinged-out 
cars the series is famous for: look 
beyond the bonkers body kit and 
you’re still just driving the same 
Mk1 VW Golf as your grandad.
Tom Morgan

STUFF SAYS A potentially enjoyable racer is foiled by a mountain of loot crates ★★★✩✩

Need for Speed: Payback
EA’s latest racer is all about raw power and Vegas-style glitz… but 
its flawed gameplay might leave you wishing you’d taken the bus

PC, PS4, Xbox One / stuff.tv/Payback

N

Every car 
has a tank of 

nitrous, letting 
you boost for 
an extra shot 

of speed.

Certain rides 
are reserved 
for drifting, 
drag racing 
or off-road 
adventures. 
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Google Pixel 2 XL
from £799 / google.com

Google didn’t quite get there first 
time around, but with the best 
hardware powering the best 
version of Android you’ll find on 
any phone anywhere, the Pixel 2 
XL feels like the full package. If only 
it had a design to rival Samsung’s 
S8 and Apple’s iPhone X…

OnePlus 5T
from £449 / oneplus.net 

Building on its reputation for great 
value, OnePlus’s new deal is one 
of the best so far. It’s whacked a 
new AMOLED screen onto the 5, 
as well as upgrading the dual-lens 
camera and giving it some nifty 
facial recognition skills. Best of all, 
there’s no price hike from the 5.

Apple iPhone X
★★★★★ from £999 / apple.com
An awesome iPhone that goes toe to toe with 
Android’s best… but costs almost double the S8. 

Honor 9
★★★★★ £380 / hihonor.com
The new Honor serves up quality flagship features 
for half the price of some wallet-depleting rivals. 

HTC U11
★★★★★ £500 / htc.com
This glass-backed beauty aims to please with 
a squeeze – and it takes a mean photo too.

Samsung Galaxy Note 8
★★★★★ £869 / samsung.com
It’s super-massive and super-powered… but 
super-pricey compared to the Galaxy S8.

Huawei Mate 10 Pro
★★★★★ £699 / huawei.com
An all-round monster of a phone with a fantastic 
battery, massive power and a great camera.

Google Pixel 2
★★★★✩ from £629 / google.com
If you want a phone with a phenomenal camera and 
a superb software experience, look no further.

Apple iPhone 8
★★★★✩ from £699 / apple.com
The new entry-level iPhone offers more than you’d 
expect, but it’s still pricey and has a dated design.
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TOP TENS    SMARTPHONES

FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW PHONES, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/SMARTPHONES

Samsung Galaxy S8
£509 / samsung.com

You don’t need us to tell you that the Galaxy S8 
is a bezel-less thing of wonder. Just look at it: 
glorious! And beneath that gorgeous facade 
lies an equally sumptuous blend of power and 
performance. With enough oomph to run any 
app you please, and a point-and-shoot camera 
to rival both the iPhone X and the Google 
Pixel 2 XL, this really is an astoundingly good 
comeback after Samsung’s Note 7 woes. 
We’d have accepted nothing less.

● NOW ADD THIS  DeX Station 
Hook up a monitor, keyboard and 
mouse to this puck-sized device 
for an almost complete computer 
experience via your Galaxy S8. 
£140 / samsung.com

Stuff says ★★★★★
It’s beautiful… and it’s hands-down the 
best phone you can buy right now

Stuff says ★★★★★
An OLED display, dual-lens cam and 
facial recognition? What a bargain!

Stuff says ★★★★★
This Pixel offers an incredible camera 
and the definitive Android experience

102

Holler “Hey Bixby!” at 
your S8 and its voice 
assistant can dictate 
texts, suggest pubs 
and much more. 

You can customise 
the S8’s screen-
edge feeds for the 
weather, news and 
other notifications.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Hold down the S8’s 
‘recents’ key and tap 
the multi-window 
button to open two 
apps at once.

BARGAIN 
BUY
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MOBILE 
PORTS

Grand � eft Auto: 
San Andreas
Rather than shaking 
in your cowboy boots 
in anticipation of Red 
Dead Redemption 2, 
you can go and enjoy 
another Rockstar 
classic – as San 
Andreas is available 
on mobile. � at’s 
right, you can take 
part in an epic police 
chase while sitting at 
the back of a bus.
£6.99 / iOS
£4.99 /Android

Crazy Taxi Classic
We could never be 
real-life taxi drivers, 
listening to grumpy 
passengers blaming 
us for the traffi  c. But 
this Sega game is 
much better – you 
can crash through 
a garden fence for 
a shortcut without 
the consequence of 
getting arrested.
£free / 
iOS, Android

Tomb Raider
While Lara Croft may 
have looked as if 
she was drawn by 
a hormone-fuelled 
schoolboy in her 
earlier games, the 
adventures she went 
on were more fun 
back then: not only 
did she discover 
Atlantis, but she 
also fought dinosaurs 
with pistols.
99p / iOS, Android

Star Wars: Knights 
of the Old Republic
Time was, Star Wars 
games didn’t have 
money-pinching loot 
boxes. Instead they 
had incredible stories 
and galaxy-hopping 
adventures. Good job, 
then, that you don’t 
need a time machine 
to play the best one 
of all.
£9.99 / iOS  
£8.99 / Android

Final Fantasy VII
� ere are actually 
eight Final Fantasy 
games to choose 
from on mobile, but 
the seventh version 
is clearly the best. 
A remake for the PS4 
is coming, but you 
can’t blame us for 
being impatient to 
play this turn-based 
smash again.
£15.99 / iOS  
£11.99 / Android

Sonic the 
Hedgehog Classic
� e blue hedgehog 
has hit more career 
speed-bumps than 
Jeremy Clarkson. 
Luckily for Sonic, 
we can play his fi rst 
outing on our phones 
to remind us of his 
heyday. We’ll take 
that over watching 
old Top Gear on Dave. 
£free / 
iOS, Android

ANIMAL 
CROSSING: 
POCKET CAMP
Camping fun… except 
that you have to build 
the campsite.
£free / iOS, Android

FIRE EMBLEM 
HEROES
The ‘Diet Coke’ version 
of the strategic Japanese 
RPG is a lot of fun – even 
without permadeaths. 
£free / iOS, Android

SUPER 
MARIO RUN
Found every Power 
Moon in Odyssey? Get 
more Mario action with 
this 2D platformer.
£free / iOS, Android

SAVE UP TO 53% BY SUBSCRIBING AND GET STUFF DELIVERED FOR FREE: THEMAGAZINESHOP.COM/STUFF
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BEST FOR
PLAYING 

COPS AND 
ROBBERS

Not a fan of mobile games? 
Fortunately for you, these 
classic console titles have been 
ported to your phone, so you’re 
not stuck with Candy Crush
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Apple iPad Pro 10.5in
from £619 / apple.com

The 9.7in iPad Pro was already sitting comfortably as our 
favourite tablet, but that wasn’t good enough for Apple. Rather 
than giving its flagship tablet a few minor tweaks, it introduced 
a bigger screen and an immensely potent processor. In fact, this 
device is so powerful and flashy that it’s even blurring the lines 
between tablet and laptop. If you only want to browse social 
media and watch Netflix, the 10.5in iPad Pro is overkill; this is 
for those more interested in creation than consumption. 

Urbanista Seattle Wireless
£60 / urbanista.com

Urbanista makes affordable headphones that sell in the kind of 
high-street shops where you won’t usually find hardcore hi-fi 
nerds – so it’s a real surprise that the Seattles are some of the 
best-sounding affordable wireless cans around. They have a far 
more expansive and involving soundstage than most sub-£100 
pairs – they’re full and rich-sounding, with the sort of tasteful 
bass drive that will please the masses without turning off the 
chin-stroking crowd. 

Stuff says ★★★★★
The iPad Pro puts all other tablets to shame – it’s 
unbeatable as a multimedia machine or creative tool

Stuff says ★★★★★
Bags of style and fantastic sound quality at the right 
price – these Urbanistas are an absolute steal

Samsung Galaxy Book 10.6in
★★★★✩ from £499 / samsung.com
A clear improvement on Samsung’s first 
attempt at a Windows tablet. 

Sony WF-1000X
★★★★★ £200 / sony.co.uk
The best-sounding wireless in-ears we’ve 
heard, with superb noise-cancellation. 

Amazon Fire 7
★★★★✩ £50 / amazon.co.uk
Flawed, yes, but this is the best ultra-cheap 
tablet you can get – and now it has Alexa.

SoundMagic E10BT
★★★★★ £60 / soundmagicheadphones.com
A Bluetooth version of some of the best 
affordable in-ears available.

Stuff says ★★★★★
Seriously classy in-ear headphones

Stuff says ★★★★✩
An affordable iPad with plenty of power

Stuff says ★★★★★
A premium price, but a fantastic pair of cans

Beyerdynamic Byron
£45 / europe.beyerdynamic.com
These earphones have a sound we defy 
you not to like, with great mid-range detail 
that outdoes our long-term favourite 
SoundMagic E10Cs. They’re the kind of 
in-ears you can happily wear all day.

Apple iPad
from £319 / apple.com
The glare-prone screen feels like a backward 
step for Apple, but on the whole it’s hard to 
grumble at the new iPad’s marriage of form 
factor, power and app ecosystem. You simply 
won’t find a better tablet for the price.

Sony WH-1000XM2  
£330 / sony.co.uk
Sony has given its previous over-ears a 
series of tweaks rather than a substantial 
upgrade, but that’s still resulted in a premium 
pair of noise-cancelling cans. Plus, they have 
an outstanding 40-hour battery life.

Stuff says ★★★★★
The first genuine rival to Apple’s iPad Pro

Samsung Galaxy Tab S3
£600 / samsung.com
The Tab S3 is powerful and has a gorgeous 
screen, while the bundled stylus is a welcome 
extra that you don’t have to be an artist to 
appreciate. It doesn’t do half-measures, which 
is rare in an Android tablet.
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Fitbit Alta HR
£100 / fitbit.com

For casual exercisers, The Alta 
HR is one of the best and most 
motivational health monitors 
around. The heart-rate tracking 
adds some genuinely insightful 
meat to your stats, and it has an 
almost uncanny ability to tune into 
the type of exercise you’re doing.

Nokia Steel HR
£170 / nokia.com

Like a watch from a James Bond 
film, this analogue device looks 
rather normal yet hides a hi-tech 
secret… but rather than firing 
missiles, it will reveal a hidden 
OLED display if you give the crown 
a tap, showcasing heart-rate, daily 
steps or incoming calls and texts. 

Garmin Vivosmart 3
★★★★✩ £90 / garmin.com
It could be more fun and less fiddly, but this is 
one of the most useful fitness bands around.

Samsung Gear Fit2 Pro
★★★★✩ £209 / samsung.com
Want to track your swims, analyse your sporting 
stats or play Spotify? This Pro has you covered.

Garmin Vivomove HR
★★★★✩ £170 / garmin.com
Another tracker disguised as a basic analogue 
watch: double-tap the screen to see your stats.

Fitbit Flex 2 
★★★★✩ £60 / fitbit.com
Fitbit’s cheapest tracker is also one of its few 
water-resistant models.

Misfit Shine 2  
★★★★✩ £50 / misfit.com
A waterproof fitness tracker that you can wear 
24/7 without recharging.

Timex IQ+ Move
★★★★✩ £105 / timex.co.uk
One of the classiest ways to track your steps. 
Just don’t expect full smartwatch features.

3

Moov Now
£46 / moov.cc

Slow and steady wins the race, and the Now has 
gone on to prove that with a marathon-like pace 
helping it finally make it to the top of this list. 
We’ve long considered this tracker a bargain, 
but further reductions have helped it enter the 
realm of ‘downright steal’. OK, so it doesn’t have 
a screen or smartphone skills, but with guided 
voice coaching, a six-month battery and solid 
waterproofing, it has everything you’d ever 
want in your perfect fitness tracker.

1

● NOW ADD THIS  
Moov HR Sweat
This sweatband holds a heart-rate 
reader and offers super-intensive 
workouts to get you in shape.
£76 / moov.cc

Stuff says ★★★★★
A bargain-tastic fitness band that does 
more than just track your steps

Stuff says ★★★★✩
‘Style over substance’ is the motto 
of Nokia’s subtle fitness tracker

Stuff says ★★★★✩
A fine all-rounder with excellent 
autopilot tracking

Fitbit Charge 2
★★★★✩ £100 / fitbit.com
A no-nonsense middle ground between 
smartwatch and fitness tracker.

Use the gradually 
increasing exercise 
intensity levels 
to keep pushing 
yourself harder. 

Improve your 
swimming times 
by monitoring your 
stroke rate and 
distance per stroke.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

The Moov Now’s 
motion sensors can 
give you feedback 
to improve your 
running technique.

BARGAIN 
BUY

2

HOT 
BUY

NEW

BARGAIN 
BUY

NEW

NEW
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LG OLED55C7V
£1599 / lg.com

This C7 is our pick of the current 
LG range. Why? Because it offers 
the exact same picture quality as 
its bigger siblings – including the 
outrageously priced Wallpaper 
TV – but for a fraction of the 
price. Sure, the E7 has significantly 
better audio, but we’d recommend 
you use a soundbar regardless 
of your TV pick, so there’s no real 
reason to snub the C7. 

Sony KD-49XE9005
£1199 / sony.co.uk

This Sony might lack the trendy 
OLED powers found in most of 
2017’s top-end tellies, but it still 
offers one of the best pictures 
around. That’s thanks to 4K HDR 
skills that make big movies even 
more astounding. Plus, the 20W 
speakers built into the XE9005 add 
plenty of gravitas to your home 
cinema experience. For the money, 
you won’t find a better TV.

Samsung UE40MU6400U
★★★★★ £479 / samsung.com
Most 4K TVs are frickin’ huge, but this 40in set 
will fit in any lounge – and it’s ultra-affordable. 

Samsung QE49Q7F
★★★★★ £1249 / samsung.com
The Q7F proves that QLED is more than just a 
marketing ploy. The 55in model is great too.

LG OLED65W7
★★★★★ £6999 / lg.com
The new benchmark in TV design and picture 
quality, but ridiculously pricey. 

Samsung UE55MU8000
★★★★★ £1099 / samsung.com
Thought mid-range meant middle of the road? 
This fine Samsung will make you think again.

Panasonic TX-55EZ952B
★★★★✩ £1999 / panasonic.com
HDR niggles and a tricky setup process keep the 
EZ952 just behind the best. 

Panasonic TX-40DX700B
★★★★✩ £730 / panasonic.com
A good option if you’re looking for a more 
compact 4K telly, but the HDR isn’t great. 

Toshiba 49U7763DB
★★★★✩ £499 / toshiba.co.uk
Performance isn’t premium, but you’ll struggle 
to find a 49in 4K TV for a better price. 
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SONY KD-55A1
£2799 / sony.co.uk

LG has been sitting pretty on top of our TV 
chart for yonks now – its decision to go OLED 
has proved a mighty successful one. But LG’s 
dominance is finally over, as Sony blasts away 
the competition with its very first attempt at 
an OLED telly. With an outstanding picture and 
design, packaged with a clever speaker system 
that vibrates the whole screen, the A1 comes 
out on top in almost every single category. This 
is the TV to beat. 

1

● NOW ADD THIS  Sky Q 
Once you’ve got a 4K TV, you’ll want 
access to the best 4K content. Sky Q 
is a good bet for watching and recording 
all your favourite shows and films.
from £20 + £20/month / sky.com 

Stuff says ★★★★★
Sony’s first crack at OLED turns out to 
be the greatest TV we’ve ever seen

Stuff says ★★★★★
One of the best TVs available in the 
not-so-astronomical price bracket

Stuff says ★★★★★
LG’s best-value 2017 OLED came 
close to topping our list
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BUY

BARGAIN 
BUY

Don’t like the 
kickstand? Use 
a standard VESA 
mount to get it on 
your wall instead.

There are a few 
modes worth 
tinkering with; use 
the THX app to 
tweak your settings. 

TIPS & 
TRICKS

We suggest turning 
off the Light Sensor, 
as it can adversely 
affect the contrast 
performance.
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STREAMING SySTEM PRIcE SPEAkER SAvING

£250 - £499........................... SAVE £100
£500 - £999........................... SAVE £200
£1000 - £1499 ...................... SAVE £300
Over £1500 .......................... SAVE £400

SAvE uP To £400
on Speakerswhen purchased

togetherwith selectedStreamingSystems*

AMPlIfIER PRIcE SPEAkER SAvING

£250 - £499........................... SAVE £100
£500 - £999........................... SAVE £200
£1000 - £1499 ...................... SAVE £300
Over £1500 .......................... SAVE £400

SAvE uP To £400
on Speakerswhen purchased

togetherwith selectedAmplifers*

Av REcEIvER PRIcE SPEAkER SAvING

£500 - £999........................... SAVE £200
£1000 - £1999 ...................... SAVE £300
Over £2000 .......................... SAVE £400

SAvE uP To £400
on AVSpeakerswhen purchased

togetherwith selectedAVReceivers*

ExamplE:
Yamaha RX-A670
AV Receiver - £699

+
Focal SIBEVODolbyAtmos5.1.2

AV Speaker Package - £1099
Total Price £1798

YoupaY £1598
SavING£200

ExamplE:
NAD C 368

Amplifier - £799
+

KEF Q350
Speakers - £529
Total Price £1328

YoupaY £1128
SavING£200

ExamplE:
Naim Uniti Atom

Streaming System - £1999
+

Monitor Audio Silver 50
Speakers - £499
Total Price £2498

YoupaY £2098
SavING£400



 

6

9

5

4

7

10

HOT 
BUY

2 HOT 
BUY

NEW

8

3

Microsoft Surface Laptop
from £959 / microsoftstore.com

Putting carpet on a laptop and 
restricting it to Windows 10 S 
sounds like a disaster on paper. 
Yet the Surface Laptop is a 
fantastic portable machine with 
everything you’d possibly need 
to meet that deadline in a hurry 
or watch a film or two. 

Asus ZenBook UX310UA
from £600 / asus.com

Asus has hit that price sweet spot, 
undercutting the competition and 
making potential MacBook Air 
buyers think twice before hitching 
their wagon to Apple and macOS. 
There’s little else out there that’s 
better without spending a whole 
lot more money.

Dell XPS 13 (2016)
★★★★★ from £1099 / dell.co.uk
An excellent Windows 10 Ultrabook, small in size 
and great in stature. 

Apple MacBook
★★★★★ from £1149 / apple.com
A Kaby Lake processor keeps the standard 
MacBook competitively brilliant. 

Lenovo IdeaPad 320S
★★★★✩ from £400 / lenovo.com
Cheap and cheerful makes for a refreshing 
combination, especially if you’re on a budget.

Razer Blade Stealth
★★★★✩ from £1000 / razerzone.com
This jet-black slab of laptop loveliness is 
purpose-built for on-the-go gamers. 

Microsoft Surface Book 2
★★★★✩ from £1499 / microsoft.com
A productivity powerhouse that’s flexible and 
portable, but it carries a hefty price premium.

Apple MacBook Pro 15in with Touch Bar
★★★★✩ from £2349 / apple.com
A flawed masterpiece, but one that’s packed 
with power and is fantastic to use. 

TOP TENS    LAPTOPS

FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW LAPTOPS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/LAPTOPS 

Apple MacBook Pro
from £1149 (13in) / apple.com

The MacBook Pro didn’t really need a big update, 
but we’re not moaning that Apple decided to 
give it one, especially since it comes at no extra 
charge. With the new Kaby Lake processor 
giving the Pro a big boost in power, this is a 
monster of a laptop – even without the Touch 
Bar. When you factor in the gorgeous display, 
fantastic keyboard/touchpad combination and 
slick design, putting the MacBook Pro at No1 
was the easiest decision we’ve ever made.

1

● NOW ADD THIS 
Satechi Type-C USB 3 Hub 
Two ports not enough? This hub adds 
loads more and sits snugly against 
the MacBook Pro’s side.
£31 / satechi.net

Stuff says ★★★★★
Performance, portability and a sensible 
price make this the king of laptops

Stuff says ★★★★★
MacBook styling, but not 
for MacBook money

Stuff says ★★★★★
Microsoft’s carpet-covered laptop 
is an ultra-portable stunner

108

Who needs a Touch 
Bar? You can log into 
your Mac with your 
iPhone’s Touch ID 
using the MacID app. 

The universal 
clipboard lets you 
copy text on your 
iPhone and paste it 
directly to your Mac.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Acer Swift 3 (2017)
★★★★✩ from £600 / acer.com
There are sharper-looking, brighter-screened 
laptops, but the Swift 3 undercuts them all.

BARGAIN 
BUY

BARGAIN 
BUY
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THE BIG 
QUESTION

HOW CAN I SAVE A 
SMALL FORTUNE?

FOR 
SMARTER
SPENDS

YOU NEED 
A BUDGET
US$6.99/month / Windows, macOS
We all have a spontaneous side 
to us when it comes to spending 
money, whether that means 
buying a bonanza chocolate bar 
or a £5000 television.

With the You Need a Budget 
app, you can become more 
effi  cient at managing your cash. 
With its ‘Give every dollar a job’ 
motto (don’t worry, you can 
easily pretend it says ‘pound’), 
it encourages you to plan every 
expenditure in advance. 

Don’t think that means you’ll 
only be reserving your money 
for boring stuff , though. You can 
assign your earnings to diff erent 
categories, so you could create 
a budget for dining out or that 
upcoming cinema trip you’re 
eagerly awaiting. And because 

£free / Android, iOS
If you’re uncomfortable with 
budget management services 
harming your carpe diem spirit, 
then perhaps Money Dashboard 
will serve you better.

� e app simply tracks your 
fi nances by linking to your bank 
accounts. You’ll need to type in 
your details and passwords, but 
it’s all safe and secure – the app’s 
a ‘read only’ service so they can’t 
sneakily pinch your coppers.

Your fi nances are presented in 
colourful graphics and pie charts, 
which is great for counteracting 
the pain of fi nding out you’ve gone 
way over budget. 

£free / Android, iOS
Like Money Dashboard, Wally is 
a great option for tracking all of 
your fi nances in one secure place. 
It has a couple more skills as well, 
though, being able to track your 
spending by location so you can 
see where you bought that round 
of shots on the pub crawl.

� is app even lets you keep 
snaps of your receipts. � is will 
come in handy if you suspect 
you’ve been overcharged. 

you’ll know you’ve the money to 
spend on these luxuries, you can 
enjoy them without guilt.

While you do get a free trial for 
34 days, it costs $6.99 a month to 
retain the service. But that might 
not be such a high price when the 
creators claim the average user 
saves over £2000 after nine 
months. � at’s a whole lot of 
chocolate to be getting on with.

FOR 
PERFECT 

PLANS

FOR
FLEXIBLE
FUNDS

You’re able to link multiple bank 
accounts to the service, so you 
can see all of your finances in one 
place. With the mobile app (iOS 
and Android) you can even keep 
track of your budgets on the 
move, so you can remind yourself 
of your finance diet anywhere.

Trying to save up for a house or a 
luxury cruise? Money Dashboard 
has a goal-tracking feature, so 
you can get updates on how well 
you’re doing at reaching that 
magic number. You’ll be able to 
afford an iPhone X in no time.

SPECIAL SKILL 
SYNCING FEELING

SPECIAL SKILL
GOAL TRACKING

MONEY
DASHBOARD

WALLY

SLYER 
BUYER

Groupon
What’s 

the point in saving 
money if you’re 
sat bored at home? 
With Groupon’s 
bulk-buying power 
you can cut your 
spending while still 
enjoying yourself, 
thanks to endless 
deals on products, 
restaurants and 
even holidays.
£free / iOS, Android

PriceSpy
With this 

clever app you can 
instantly find the 
best price for a 
particular product, 
so you won’t be 
fooled by one 
retailer’s devious 
marketing. Simply 
type in what you 
want or scan in the 
barcode and you’ll 
get a list of the 
best deals on offer.
£free / iOS, Android

Stocard
You could 

be losing money 
every week just 
by repeatedly 
forgetting to put 
your loyalty cards 
in your wallet. This 
app allows you to 
digitally store them 
all in one place, so 
you’ll always have 
an excuse to pop 
into Starbucks.
£free / iOS, Android
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Naim Mu-so
£995 / naimaudio.com

How much for a wireless speaker?! 
Well, yes, but what a wireless 
speaker it is. Naim has ploughed 
all of its high-end hi-fi experience 
into delivering a beautifully made, 
great-sounding device with 
AirPlay, Spotify Connect and 
aptX Bluetooth all on board. 

Riva S 
£199 / rivaaudio.co.uk

With six drivers pumping out music 
with a tonal fidelity unrivalled by 
similarly priced speakers, this Riva 
is a must-have for sound nerds. 
Take into consideration the 13-hour 
battery life and a USB port on the 
back to charge other devices, and 
it’s also a great travel companion. 

Naim Mu-so Qb
★★★★★ £499 / naimaudio.com
Complements its big brother’s more refined 
character with a confident presentation. 

Google Chromecast Audio
★★★★★ £30 / google.com/chromecast
Stream Spotify to your old hi-fi with this smart 
and highly affordable dongle.  

Jam Heavy Metal
★★★★★ £65 / jamaudio.com
Classy sound and design at a bargain price: this 
is the best affordable Bluetooth speaker. 

KEF Muo
★★★★★ £179 / uk.kef.com
The Muo sounds as good as it looks… which is 
very nice indeed. 

Bowers & Wilkins T7
★★★★★ £300 / bowers-wilkins.co.uk
There are a million portable Bluetooth speakers 
in the world, but few classier than the B&W T7. 

Sony PS-HX500
★★★★★ £249 / sony.co.uk
Convert your vinyl to hi-res digital audio with 
this great-sounding, affordable turntable. 

UE Wonderboom
★★★★★ £69 / ultimateears.com
This little speaker might look cute, but it’s a sonic 
grenade – one you can deploy anywhere. 

Sonos multiroom 
system
from £149 / sonos.com

If you want to pretend your favourite band is 
playing in your living room, there’s no better 
option than a Sonos wireless speaker. They 
look great, work with your smartphone and 
boom out your tunes with dazzling finesse 
– from the compact and Alexa-compatible 
One (£199) to the flagship Play:5 (£499) and 
the TV-friendly Playbase (£699). 

● NOW ADD THIS  Spotify Premium
Sick of playing your iTunes library 
on repeat? Sign up to Spotify for 
more new music than you could 
ever possibly listen to.
£9.99/month / spotify.com

Stuff says ★★★★★
Infinite music in every room without the 
need for custom installers? Sign us up!

Stuff says ★★★★★
The top small wireless speaker for 
real sound-hounds

Stuff says ★★★★★
A wireless speaker that can make 
a valid claim to be genuine hi-fi

With iPhones and 
Android devices, 
you can control your 
Sonos speakers from 
your lock screen.

Sonos speakers 
use a feature called 
Trueplay that tunes 
the sound to your 
room’s acoustics.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

HOT 
BUY

HOT 
BUY
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The price 
of love

It’s expensive being 
an audiophile. Really 
good turntables can 
cost thousands of 
pounds, and that’s 
not even including 
an amplifier and 
speakers. You can 
get turntables for 
under £100 with 
built-in speakers, but 
audio quality is often 
poor and they can’t 
be upgraded. Get a 
£200-£300 model 
and you should hit 
the sweet spot for 
price and quality. 
● Get this: 
Rega Planar 1
£248 / rega.co.uk

Hold on, 
arm comin’

Placing the tonearm 
onto the outer rim 
of a record is simple 
enough but can be a 
daunting process for 
beginners – after all, 
one slip and Cliff’s 
Greatest Hits will 
be ruined forever. 
Buy an automatic 
turntable and you 
needn’t worry: the 
tonearm will make 
its own way to the 
record when you set 
it spinning, and lift up 
once it’s finished.
● Get this: 
Audio Technica AT-LP3 
£199 / 
audio-technica.com

Shut up 
and drive

There are two main 
types of turntable: 
belt drive and direct 
drive. The latter uses 
a motor under the 
centre of the platter 
to turn it directly; this 
method gives you 
a consistent speed 
and allows you to spin 
your vinyl manually 
to create DJ sound 
effects. But belt drive 
types can sound 
better, because an 
elastic belt turning 
the platter will absorb 
unwanted vibrations.
● Get this: 
Rega Planar 2
£375 / rega.co.uk

Could USB 
the one? 

Upset that you can't 
pack up a turntable 
and listen to it on the 
bus? You can now get 
USB models that will 
convert your vinyl 
into mp3 files. Just 
hook one up to your 
PC and you’ll be able 
to rip all your tracks 
digitally. Quite often 
this feature means a 
turntable will take a 
hit on affordability or 
performance, but not 
so this Sony, which 
can create hi-res wav 
or dsd files.
● Get this: 
Sony PS-HX500
£249 / sony.co.uk

Pick up 
the phono

A preamp, or phono 
stage, is needed to 
bump the signal from 
your turntable up to a 
level that will drive an 
amp. Some turntables 
have a phono stage 
built in, but dedicated 
units sound better.
● Get this: 
Rega Fono MM MK3
£198 / rega.co.uk

● 180g VINYL
Some hi-fi snobs swear that 
heavyweight vinyl sounds 
better; others argue it makes 
no difference as the grooves are 
the same depth. Either way, it’s 
less likely to get warped.

● A DJ SLIPMAT
Your new turntable should come 
with a mat to stop the vinyl slipping 
on the platter. But if you need to 
cue records for DJ’ing purposes, 
you’ll need a felt slipmat with less 
grip than a rubber or cork type.

HOW 
TO BUY A 

TURNTABLE

Hardcore audiophiles will tell 
you turntables off er the best 
sound quality… but deciding 
which one to buy can put 
your head in a 33rpm spin

FOR THE RECORD… BEYOND THE GROOVE…

NOW 
ADD 

THESE

JARGON 
BUSTER

54321

Tonearm
The arm that holds 
the needle on the 

record. Its movement 
can be manual 
or automatic.

Platter
Where your vinyl sits. 
The platter is powered 
by a motor to spin the 

record around at a 
steady speed.

Cartridge
A magnetic device 
that converts the 

vibrations of a needle 
(aka stylus) into an 

electrical signal. 
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PlayStation 4 Slim
★★★★★ £224 / playstation.com
Haven’t got a 4K TV? This is the best way to 
enjoy PlayStation’s brilliant exclusives. 

Xbox One S
★★★★★ £224 / xbox.com
No longer our Xbox of choice, but the One S 
remains a serious affordable option. 

FOR FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/GAMES-MACHINES & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/GAMES

PlayStation 4 Pro
£300 / playstation.com

As a gaming platform, PlayStation 4 is the best around – which 
makes the PS4 Pro the best of the best. Games optimised 
for the new console look stunning on a 4K HDR TV, and are 
substantially improved by the extra grunt inside this slightly 
bigger machine. Sure, it can’t match the Xbox One X for sheer 
power or resolution, but it makes up for that with an impressive 
line-up of games – including Uncharted 4, Horizon Zero Dawn 
and Bloodborne – and virtual reality support. 

1

Stuff says ★★★★★
The system for console gamers who have a 4K TV 
and want the best catalogue of games on offer

Stuff says ★★★★★
This 2-in-1 console is the real deal

Stuff says ★★★★★
A 4K monster held back by its game catalogue

Nintendo Switch
£280 / nintendo.co.uk
Nintendo’s console has earned a promotion 
in our list after it impressed us with a growing 
list of fantastic games. Plus, no other device 
here offers the joy of portable gaming. Train 
journeys will never be boring again. 

Xbox One X
£450 / xbox.com
There’s no doubt the Xbox One X is the 
most powerful console here, capable of 
producing stunning 4K visuals… but it simply 
doesn’t have the line-up of games to usurp 
the PS4 Pro from top spot.

Horizon Zero Dawn
★★★★★ £33 / PS4
The mechanical animals might be the bait, 
but it’s the story that will get you hooked.

Cuphead
★★★★★ £17 / Xbox One, PC
With vintage cartoon artwork, this punishing 
yet stupidly fun indie title is a joy to play. 

Super Mario Odyssey
£42 / Switch

This is a crazily enjoyable video game – one that’s big and silly 
and totally essential if you’ve already got a Switch. Not only does 
it show off what Nintendo’s portable console is capable of, but 
it also reminds you why Mario has endured for so long now. 
Roaming free around vast new kingdoms and possessing all 
sorts of critters with your magic hat just feels great. If you’re 
looking for some modern platforming action, you simply won’t 
find a better option than Odyssey.

Stuff says ★★★★★
Eccentric, unpredictable and riotously entertaining, 
Mario’s return is ridiculously good fun

Stuff says ★★★★★
A ‘greatest hits’ from Forza’s past

Stuff says ★★★★★
Zelda goes open-world in sublime fashion

Forza Motorsport 7
£32 / Xbox One, PC
This hyper-realistic racer looks absolutely 
jaw-dropping, especially when played on 
the Xbox One X, but it’s not just its graphical 
power that’s in top gear – this is gaming 
nirvana for proper petrolheads.

The Legend of Zelda: 
Breath of the Wild
£48 / Switch, Wii U
Link’s first foray into an open-world 
adventure is an epic success. With hidden 
treasures, delightful puzzles and stunning 
landscapes, you’ll lose many hours in Hyrule.

NEW

TOP TENS    CONSOLES                          GAMES   TOP TENS
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Read it, like it, share it

Everywhere 
you are

Ryan Jones
Staff Writer

There are certain people who 
will refuse to play any game 

that doesn’t have ultra-realistic visuals. 
Problem is, aside from forking out big cash 
on a specialised PC, there are few options 
to get your games running in 4K…

Microsoft’s new monster machine is 
the first console that can achieve native 
4K. Play Assassin’s Creed Origins on the 
Xbox One X, and you’ll be able to trick your 
grandma into thinking you’re watching a 
history documentary. 

The X factor
There’s no denying that the One X can 
serve up a tasty picture, but that doesn’t 
mean deciding whether to upgrade is 
straightforward. For starters, there’s little 
point in spending £450 on this powerhouse 
if you don’t own an Ultra HD TV. And even if 
you do have a full 4K setup, there are very 
few games that will take full advantage of 
the One X’s muscle. 

Our greatest concern, though? There 
are very few promising exclusives heading 
Xbox’s way in the near future. The PS4 Pro 
might be lacking in the ‘oomph’ department, 
but you can’t fault its bounty of upcoming 
titles. So it comes down to this: would you 
rather have the best visuals in the console 
business, or a broad catalogue of games? 

You’d think after spending close to £500 
on a console you wouldn’t then have to 
splurge out on batteries too. Sadly, the 
idea of bundling in a rechargeable controller 
is still incomprehensible to Microsoft. But 
here to save us from battery-hoarding hell 
is Venom’s charging station. Including two 
rechargeable battery packs, it means you’ll 
never have to go hunting for AAs again. 
£14.99 / amazon.co.uk

Should I upgrade?
XBOX ONE X

Pick it up cheap
VENOM XBOX ONE 
DOCKING STATION

DO IT!

HOLD 
OFF!

Native 4K

Pricey for 
a console

Lack of 
exclusives

Ultra HD 
disc drive

SHOULD I UPGRADE?    TOP TENS

Power play
Venom’s battery 

pack will give your 
controllers 18 hours 

of life between 
charges.



3

4 4

5 5

2 2

3

NEW

HOT 
BUY

HOT 
BUY

HOT 
BUY

114

BARGAIN 
BUY

BARGAIN 
BUY

Sky Soundbox
★★★★★ from £249 / sky.com
If you have a Sky Q subscription, you can get 
this fantastic audio booster on the cheap.

Philips Hue Starter Kit
★★★★★ from £60 (white) / meethue.com
Become an indoor god with the smartest 
way of lighting up your home remotely. 

Apple TV 4K
★★★★✩ £179 / apple.com
Streaming boxes might be on the way out, 
but Apple’s 4K version still has its uses.

Amazon Echo Dot
★★★★★ £50 / amazon.co.uk
Despite the influx of new Amazon Echo 
speakers, the diddy Dot remains our favourite.

TOP TENS    HOME CINEMA       SMART HOME    TOP TENS

FOR FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HOME-CINEMA & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/SMART-HOME-DEVICES

Sky Q
from £20 + £20/month / sky.com

Sky Q works flawlessly and could change the way you watch 
TV – especially now 4K’s arrived. With Sky Movies’ huge range 
of films and Sky Sports’ frequent doses of football and F1 now all 
in stunning Ultra HD, there’s something for everyone to treat their 
eyes with. And 2TB of storage means you can record 350 hours’ 
worth of entertainment, so you’re unlikely to be sweating over 
which show needs deleting. Factor in its multiroom skills, and 
Sky Q is undoubtedly the best TV experience you can get.

Tado Smart Thermostat
from £199 + installation / tado.com

It might not be as pretty as the Nest 3.0, but Tado has quietly 
evolved into the best all-round smart heating system around. 
Like autopilot for your boiler, it senses when you’re leaving 
home or coming back thanks to the app’s geolocation and can 
learn your behaviour regardless of how unpredictable your 
routine is. Tado’s gadgety goodness is second to none, with 
the option of zonal control for individual rooms and voice smarts 
from the likes Alexa and Google Assistant.

1 1

Stuff says ★★★★★
You’ll have to cough up for a subscription, but this is the 
best box for watching both live and recorded shows 

Stuff says ★★★★★
Tado roasts the competition with its combination 
of simplicity and smarts

Stuff says ★★★★★
A whole lot of under-telly hi-fi for the money

Stuff says ★★★★★
A neat security cam with loads of features

Stuff says ★★★★★
An ace streaming stick with a voice assistant 

Stuff says ★★★★★
A smart thermostat with Alexa compatibility

Q Acoustics Media 4
£269 / qacoustics.co.uk 
This soundbar has won awards two years in 
a row from our friends at What Hi-Fi? The 
Media 4 combines subtle detail with precise 
surround effects to be the best-sounding 
and best-value soundbar you can buy.

Netatmo Welcome
£120 / netatmo.com
Netatmo’s smart cam has face recognition 
capability, and the usual motion and noise 
detection is easy to control. You can also 
remotely monitor your house to keep the 
paranoia at bay while on holiday. 

Amazon Fire TV Stick
£40 / amazon.co.uk
With fast, reliable performance and most 
of the major services included – as well as 
a veritable feast of other apps, games and 
curios - this is the best option out there for 
expanding the horizons of your old HD TV.

Nest 3.0
£239 with installation / nest.com
This is one of the smartest thermostats on 
the market. Nest learns your habits – when 
you’re in, when you’re likely to need a lot of 
hot water and so on – so it can control the 
boiler to save you energy and money. 
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Hacksaw Ridge
Try to complete Call of Duty without 

a fi rearm. Impossible, right? Yet 
Desmond Doss, a Christian pacifi st, 

managed to earn a Medal of Honor by 
doing the same thing – but in the 

actual war. Here’s the fi lm to prove it.

Monsters
Here’s the fi lm that landed director 

Gareth Edwards the Godzilla gig, with 
CGI critters that look scarily real. Mind 
you, even with monsters running riot 
in the streets, we’d take this America 

over the one with Trump in charge.

The Good Place (S2)
Kristen Bell’s less-than-angelic 

character apparently manages to 
secure a place in heaven in this Netfl ix 

original. Perhaps that will give you 
hope after egging your 90-year-old 

neighbour’s house last year.

Gremlins
� ere’s a surprising number of 

similarities between a mogwai and 
a teenager. � ey both love a midnight 

snack, are practically nocturnal and will 
turn into raging monsters if you spray 
them in the face with a garden hose.

Manchester by the Sea
While Ben Affl  eck is running around as 
Batman, his younger brother Casey is 
stuck raising an orphaned child in this 

fi lm. But since Casey won an Oscar, we 
know who got the better deal. Ben, of 

course. He’s bloody Batman!

Moonlight
Remember last year’s big fl ap at the 
Oscars when La La Land was named 
Best Picture by mistake? Well, here’s 

the fi lm that actually won, and 
deservedly so, becoming the fi rst ever 
LGBT-themed fi lm to take the award.

Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2
How do you top a Marvel fi lm that 

features Chris Pratt and an intelligent 
tree? Why, it’s simple: assign Kurt 

Russell to the role of Pratt’s dad, and 
turn the ‘intelligent tree’ into an 
adorable prepubescent sapling.

The Simpsons (S29)
What’s yellow and has been 

dominating pop culture for almost 
30 years? No, not Elton John’s teeth. 

It’s � e Simpsons, as the cartoon 
family continues its crazy success 

into a 29th season.

Kong: Skull Island
Despite an all-star cast including Tom 

Hiddleston and Samuel L Jackson, that 
towering ape still manages to steal the 
show. Sure, even a chimp could follow 
the plot, but for explosive action this 

is a monster hit.

NETFLIX AMAZON 
VIDEO NOW TV

We’ve got monsters of all 
shapes and sizes on display 
this month, from light-dodging 
fl uff balls to a walking, talking 
tree person from space

NEW TO STREAMING    TOP TENS115
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BARGAIN 
BUYYuneec Typhoon H

★★★★✩ £999 / yuneec.com
The Typhoon H is a fantastic hexacopter 
that’s let down only by slow charging. 

Fujifilm X70
★★★★★ £399 / fujifilm.eu
A very nice little camera with a big sensor 
delivering excellent image quality.

GoPro Karma
★★★★✩ £1050 / gopro.com
A simple all-in-one drone system for GoPro 
fans, but it’s still flying in DJI’s slipstream.

Fujifilm X100F 
★★★★★ £1329 / fujifilm.eu
The best street shooter around if you don’t 
need the flexibility of interchangeable lenses.

TOP TENS    DRONES           COMPACT CAMERAS   TOP TENS

FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST SMART HOME TECH, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/COMPACT-CAMERAS

1 1

Stuff says ★★★★★
The Mavic Pro is the ultimate hobbyist drone

Stuff says ★★★★★
Flexible and reliable, this is a brilliant camera

Stuff says ★★★★★
A serious quadcopter that anyone can fly 

Stuff says ★★★★★
 A star performer when it comes to the basics

DJI Mavic Pro
£759 / dji.com
Despite the tiny proportions, DJI hasn’t had to 
make any sacrifices for the Mavic Pro. In fact, 
it’s got more tech packed inside it than the 
Phantom 4 – and the foldable arms and 
compact controller add to its portability. 

Panasonic Lumix TZ100
£525 / panasonic.com
This stylish Panasonic is one of the best 
premium superzoom cameras around, 
succeeding in delivering superb image 
quality, user-friendliness and versatility 
in a compact, sturdily built body.

DJI Phantom 4
£1000 / dji.com
The autonomous modes make this a fine 
choice for anyone looking to make their first 
flight as a drone pilot. That doesn’t mean 
it’s solely for beginners, though – pros will 
appreciate the extra tech too. 

Panasonic Lumix LX100
£499 / panasonic.com
One of the most capable premium 
compacts on the market. It can capture 
4K footage, but its superb stills and HD 
video performance are what make this 
Panasonic stand out.

Sony DSC-RX100 V
£949 / sony.co.uk

We wouldn’t recommend buying this update if you already 
own the Mark IV model, but a few improvements have ensured 
that Sony remains the top dog in our compact camera list. The 
RX100 V is one of the best point-and-shoots we’ve ever seen, 
with a flexibility that few pocket cameras can muster. While 
you do have to pay a hefty sum for that versatility and all-round 
performance, we reckon it’s the camera to buy if you want 
fantastic-looking snaps from your holidays. 

DJI Spark
£405 / dji.com

The Spark is the most user-friendly drone for beginner pilots. 
Don’t want to use a clunky controller to navigate? Use your 
smartphone instead, or even just wave your orders at it via 
gesture controls. Plus, it’s extremely diddy and will easily fit 
in a backpack. True, its 15-minute fly time is frustratingly short 
and the gesture system needs some fine tuning, but you’ll be 
having so much fun taking aerial shots that you’ll soon forget 
these forgivable flaws. Just make sure to buy a spare battery.

Stuff says ★★★★★
A perfect beginners’ drone, the Spark has flown down 
from gadget heaven and into our No.1 spot

Stuff says ★★★★★
A small improvement over the RX100 IV, but Sony’s 
getting closer to premium point-and-shoot perfection
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FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW CAMERAS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/SYSTEM-CAMERAS

Nikon D850
£3499 / europe-nikon.com

This super-cam has a tonne of 
fantastic features that will appeal 
to anyone looking for a shooter 
that can excel in pretty much any 
situation, be it landscapes or fast 
action. If you can stomach the price 
tag, the Nikon D850 is the best 
DSLR you can buy today.

Fujifilm X-T2
£1323 / fujifilm.eu

The X-T2 is an excellent lesson in 
how to upgrade an already great 
gadget. The X-T1 was itself a 
brilliant camera, so Fuji gave it 
superb video and autofocus 
skills to go with the already top 
weatherproof build. Sure, it’s pricey, 
but it’s also worth every penny.

Panasonic Lumix GH5
★★★★★ £1599 / panasonic.com
A compact system camera that can shoot 4K 
video at 60fps as well as taking great stills. 

Sony A6500
★★★★★ £1279 / sony.co.uk
A cracking system cam for action photography, 
but stick with the A6300 if your budget is tight.

Fujifilm GFX 50S 
★★★★★ £5999 / fujifilm.eu
It’s not cheap, but no camera we’ve tested takes 
better photos than this.

Canon EOS 80D  
★★★★★ £974 / canon.co.uk
The 80D is so easy to use that even a toddler 
would get some great shots with it. 

Nikon D500
★★★★★ £1799 / europe-nikon.com
The best APS-C camera you can buy, and well 
worth its slightly painful price tag.

Sony A9
★★★★★ £4499 / sony.co.uk
A pro camera capable of insanely speedy still 
shooting, but at a rather hefty price. 

Canon EOS 200D
★★★★✩ £509 / olympus.co.uk
A great option for beginners who want 
DSLR-style handling and features.
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Fujifilm X-T20
£799 / fujifilm.eu

Coming with the same 24.3MP APS-C sensor 
and processor as the X-T2, plus a touchscreen 
(which its sibling lacks), the X-T20 will leave 
you with a lot more spare cash in your account. 
And for most people, the model will deliver 
results that are just as good as its pricier big 
brother’s. With well laid-out controls, a huge 
viewfinder, excellent autofocus and access 
to superb lenses, the X-T20 is just one more 
fantastic mirrorless camera from Fujifilm.

1

● NOW ADD THIS 
Manfrotto 190 Go! Carbon Fibre Tripod
You no longer have an excuse for 
wobbly photos with this carbon-fibre 
tripod. It weighs just 1.65kg. 
£235 / manfrotto.co.uk

Stuff says ★★★★★
The X-T20 nails the sweet spot between 
price and performance

Stuff says ★★★★★
A dream of a camera that barely 
strays from perfection 

Stuff says ★★★★★
If money’s no object, this should be 
top of your DLSR wishlist

For aperture-priority 
shots, set shutter 
speed to auto and 
turn the lens ring to 
the desired f-number.

Pressing the Q 
button will open a 
custom menu, giving 
you quick access to 
loads of settings.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Tapping an area on 
the 3in touchscreen 
will let you set the 
focus point or take 
an instant shot.

HOT 
BUY

117 SYSTEM CAMERAS    TOP TENS
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Raspberry Pi Zero W
from £9.60 / raspberrypi.org

It might be nearly twice the price of 
the original Pi Zero, but when you’re 
still getting change from a tenner 
the wireless Pi is fantastic value. 
Simplicity is key, with no need to 
mess about with dongles or hubs. 
This also means your Pi projects can 
be squeezed into smaller places. 

UE Wonderboom
£69 / ultimateears.com

If you want a cheap portable 
Bluetooth speaker, you can’t go 
wrong with either the Jam Heavy 
Metal or the UE Wonderboom. 
But the latter makes this list for 
its funky design and waterproofing. 
As it’s Stuff’s reigning hi-fi gadget 
of the year, this is a super bargain.   

Moov Now
★★★★★ £46 / moov.cc
The best budget tracker you can buy – gives 
most Fitbits a run for their money.

Amazon Echo Dot
★★★★★ £50 / amazon.co.uk
This smart home assistant is a lot smaller than 
the full-size Echo, but it’s a much bigger bargain.

Beyerdynamic Byron
★★★★★ £45 / europe.beyerdynamic.com
The best-sounding earphones you’ll be able to 
find at this bargain price.

Vodafone Smart Prime 7
★★★★★ £75 / vodafone.co.uk
Despite decent specs, this smartphone is 
dirt-cheap compared to the competition

Ikea Tradfri 
★★★★✩ from £15 / ikea.com
Philips Hue might have colour-changing bulbs, 
but Ikea’s Tradfri smart lights are crazy cheap.

Hyperkin Smartboy
★★★★✩ £50 / funstockretro.co.uk
Miss your Game Boy? This Android add-on lets 
you play your old cartridges on your phone.

Amazon Fire 7 
★★★★✩ £50 / amazon.co.uk
It may not be the best tablet you can buy, but 
it’s ultra-cheap and has Alexa hiding inside.
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SNES Classic Mini
£80 / nintendo.co.uk

Why bother splashing out over £200 on a 
games console when you can get the SNES 
Classic Mini for a fraction of that? Especially 
when you get 21 classic titles pre-installed on 
this nostalgia-inducing machine, including the 
likes of Super Metroid, A Link to the Past, Super 
Mario World and the never-before-released 
Star Fox 2. And with two controllers bundled in 
the box, you’ll be able to start the Super Mario 
Kart action right away. 

1

● NOW ADD THIS  
8Bitdo Bluetooth Retro Receiver
Fed up of those short cables? Use 
this clever device to connect most 
modern controllers wirelessly. 
£16.14 / 8bitdo.com

Stuff says ★★★★★
With 21 classic games installed, gamers 
won’t find better value anywhere

Stuff says ★★★★★
Our absolute favourite hi-fi 
gadget – and for under £100 

Stuff says ★★★★★
The Pi Zero was already brilliant; 
wireless add-ons make it better

Chickens killed you 
in Zelda again? You 
can rewind up to five 
minutes and pretend 
it never happened.

For full-fat nostalgia 
you can read the 
instruction manual 
for each of the SNES 
games online.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Stop trying to raid 
Bowser’s castle in 
one sitting, and use 
one of the four save 
slots to take a break.

FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THESE GADGETS, AND TO EXPLORE MORE TOP TEN LISTS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10
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ON SALE 
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THE 100 
BEST APPS

LINK YOUR SONOS 
TO YOUR iPHONE

FIND OUT WHO’S USING 
YOUR NETFLIX ACCOUNT

Want to play the likes of 
Netflix and YouTube audio 
on your Sonos speakers via 
your iPhone? Here’s a quick 
guide to setting it up: 

● If you have an Apple 
AirPort Express…
For the fi rst option you’ll 
need an AirPort Express 
Wi-Fi base station and 
a Sonos speaker with a 
line-in port. Hook up your 
speaker to the AirPort 
and select ‘Line-in’ as 
the music source in the 
Sonos app. � en grab 
your Apple device, click 
on the AirPlay icon and 

select AirPort Express 
as your audio content 
source. Now you can use 
AirPlay-compatible apps 
such as Apple Music with 
your Sonos speaker.

● If you don’t have an 
Apple AirPort Express…
� is option lets you link 
any Sonos speaker to 
your iPhone. Download 
the AudioBridge tool from 
audiobridge.site and you’ll 
be able to route audio to 
your speaker via AirPlay. 
It costs £8.99, but that’s 
a lot cheaper than an £89 
AirPort Express.

Hang on a sec – you’ve 
never watched Sense8 on 
Netflix. Someone’s clearly 
hijacking your account! 
Here’s how to catch those 
leeches in the act: 

● Hide…  
Log into your Netfl ix 
account on a desktop. 
� en click your name 
in the top right corner 
of the screen and select 
‘Account’. Near the 
bottom of this page, you’ll 
fi nd a link called ‘Viewing 
activity’. Press it. You’ll 
be given a long list of 
shows that you’ve seen, 
along with the dates you 
viewed them. Select ‘See 
recent account access’ 
and you’ll see more info… 
including IP addresses.

● …and seek
If you want to locate 
someone who’s accessed 
your account, copy the IP 
address and paste it into 
whatismyipaddress.com 
– it will then track the 
cheeky bleeder down.
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recognise that place – it’s London. 
Surely no one still gets taxis there?
No, not since Uber swooped into the 
UK’s capital and instantly undercut 

the diesel-powered competition with its fleet of 
cheap and mostly cheerful Prius drivers. “How do 
they manage it?” we wondered. “You really don’t 
want to know,” replied the ride-sharing app. Alas, 
we found out, via a string of controversies that 
really dented our enthusiasm for the post-cab 
age. And before you say it, settling for the night 
bus is not an acceptable backup – have you seen 
the riff-raff recently? So, back to taxis it is…

This one appears to have gone electric.
It certainly has – and we were getting quite 
excited about these new TX Taxis until we 
remembered the real issue with black cabs: 
getting charged £20 for a trip to the other side 
of Oxford Street. A few electric motors aren’t 
likely to change that. But then we remembered 
something else: London breaching its annual air 
pollution limit just five days into 2017. That’s just 
not capital, and demands a new emissions-free 
era for the city. Luckily, these hybrid cabs are 
a completely different beast to the lumbering 
rust-buckets of old.

But will they go south of the river?
Yep. They’ve got an electric range of 120km, 
and come with free Wi-Fi and a panoramic 
sunroof – so you can keep an eye on your 
penthouse apartment in The Shard from 
anywhere in the city, and update your LinkedIn 
profile with a lengthy squall of faux-inspirational 
tosh at the same time.  

When can I hail one of these things down?
They’re crawling around Piccadilly Circus as we 
speak. And don’t worry, it isn’t just a Lahhndon 
thing: there are plans for worldwide export. [ W
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NEXT BIG THING?

electric black cabs
I
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