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EDITOR’S 
NOTE

Just a few weeks ago, I was granted a grateful 
opportunity which I gladly accepted; an 
invitation from Edutorque, to speak students 
of Mayflower Secondary School, about my 
occupation as an automotive magazine editor.

Truth be told, I always had a little stage fright 
since young. Although I am often loud and brash 
with friends, I pipe down a fair bit when all ears 
are on me. Again, there is this particular feeling of 
apprehension; how seriously would they take me, 
the mad ramblings from thirty year-old man, more 
than half their age, blabbering incessantly, on and 
on about cars and there they would be, laughing 
inside or texting away on their mobile phone while 
hoping that time would pass quickly…

That was not what happened however, when 
I started speaking in front of the class of thirty 
Secondary Four students. Not only were they 
all ears, they had also posed several questions 
with regards to how, with my credentials, did I 
managed to turn my passion into an occupation. 
Smiling, I answered them with every ounce of 
honesty; a lot of determination, boldness and a 
generous dash of luck.

Today, Wheels Asia has taken on a new face, 
thanks to revised marketing strategies and a 
bold move forward, possibly one of the first to 
generate automotive and cycling content, bundled 
neatly for the reading pleasure of those who want 
to seek true mobility in this urban landscape, 

IF YOU BELIEVE

while emphasising that cars and bicycles 
can truly be integrated to provide seamless 
access while supporting an outdoor lifestyle 
that is growing rapidly throughout the world.

What better way to kick off May’s issue than 
the review of the outstanding Toyota Prius, a 
car that is still committed to doing what it was 
originally intended for, as its driving properties 
get a significant bump. Understanding that it 
takes time to convert one, why not a Suzuki 
Ciaz in the mean time? If driving frugally is still 
not in your genes, then you’ll appreciate the 
Kia K5 Optima and the Lexus IS Turbo, great 
sedans in their own right that appeal to their 
respective publics. Want something bigger for 
the outdoors? We have the Volvo XC90 in T5 
form covered too.

We also revisit one of the lasts, a naturally-
aspirated V8 in the form of a coupe, the Lexus 
RC F in anticipation of what we can expect from 
its four-door sedan sibling, the mighty GS F in all 
its 2UR-GSE glory. Our writers debate, whether 
it is prudent to splash the cash on a brand new 
set of wheels, or one that you’ve always been 
dreaming of, albeit in second-hand condition. If 
that isn’t enough, how about some inspiration to 
mod your Audi (if you have one), with a hardcore 
example from ST Powered?

On the cycling side, we duly cover the 
amazing Slovakian, Peter (Sagan) the Great, 

who recently came on tops for the world’s tours 
in terms of points. Just how amazing this man’s 
talent is, we will never know. If talent isn’t your 
thing, not to worry, we’ve got all the accessories 
and bicycle mods neatly covered, so you’ll know 
how to spend the cash wisely to upgrade your 
ride to win your own race.
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LETTER OF THE MONTH

MAILBAG
POST YOUR QUESTIONS

Send all letters as 
Word attachments to: 
mailbag@regentmedia.sg  

Subject line: Wheels Mailbag

              US ON FACEBOOK AT 
www.facebook.com/wheelsasia
          U

f

Dear Editor, Lately, my eight year-old Toyota Altis 
broke down on me while I was on the highway.

As said, I was driving as per normal, when 
suddenly I was alerted to this icon that had 
popped up on my dashboard, represented by 
a thermometer. I was then alerted to an acrid, 
burnt smell, which prompted me to quickly 
pull over to the side of the road. Upon popping 
the bonnet, I was attacked by strong fumes 
emitting from the engine bay.

Not knowing exactly what the problem is, I 
subsequently called the tow truck and had my car 
towed to the nearest workshop. The workshop 
mechanic ran a diagnostic and informed me that 
the car had suffered a high-temperature burnout. 
While I am not entirely knowledgeable when it 
comes to cars, what exactly does it mean? The 
mechanic then informed me that he needs to 
perform a full engine inspection and check the 
radiator for signs of leakage.

I am certain that my Toyota is capable of 
finishing its entire COE lifespan but this is a first 
for me. What exactly seems to be the problem? 
I am sure my car is more capable than this. 
Could it be just a one-time issue? – Edwin Chai

The trend of people looking to renew or 
extend their COE is on the rise, given that 
new vehicles are harder to purchase, thanks 
to stringent loan regulations and the stagnant 
(otherwise upward price trend) COE levels.

With many cars heading for the 10-
year mark in recent times, given that 
the cheap COE bubble burst around 
this time, it isn’t uncommon to see 
cars, such as yours still in the hands of 
its first or second owner. This creates 
even more stress and pressure for the 
current owner, for the onus is on the 
individual to properly maintain the car 
till the day comes when the decision 
to renew or to scrap has to be made.

Back to the topic, when you mentioned 
that your car was smoking on the side 
of the highway; that icon that lit on your 
dashboard means that your temperature 
levels are overheating. This could be due to 
several contributing factors, such as water 
pump failure, a leak in the hoses carrying 
coolant or a severely corroded radiator that 
is leaking coolant to critical levels.

When an engine overheats, basically 
the cooling capacity is insufficient to quell 
the searing temperatures generated from 
combustion. Prolonged exposure to high 
amounts of heat can melt pistons and 
damage critical engine components, often 
detrimental and catastrophic in nature.

My advice is to let the mechanic 
open the lid of the engine and check 
for deformed or melted components. 
If stopped in time and allowed to cool, 
these might not suffer any major damage 
at all. Damaged engine parts should 
be replaced, regardless whether the 
car is about to reach its 10-year tenure, 
since these have a tendency to go at the 
wrong moment. Allow the mechanic to 
inspect your relevant pipings, as well 
as the radiator too for signs of corrosion 
that can cause trouble in the long term.

Here’s to the wellbeing of your car, 
I certainly have faith that the trusty 
Toyota will last you for ten years and who 
knows, if you choose to renew it, for 
many more years to come! – Editor  

// May 201608

http://www.f
mailto:mailbag@regentmedia.sg


10PM (HK/MY/SG) | 9PM (BKK/JKT/PH)
SAME DAY TELECAST AS THE U.S.



IN THE SCENE

Launched late last month at the 
Old Kallang Airport, the BMW 
M2 made its official appearance, 
marking landfall here in Singapore. 
The M2 makes good reference 
to the 1M and the classic 2002 
turbo, hence its compact coupe 
form, amidst bulging proportions.

Powered by a newly-developed, 
twin-turbo 3.0 litre inline-six 
cylinder engine, the BMW M2 
devel-ops 370bhp along with 
465Nm of peak torque, making 
it zero-to-hundred dash in just 
4.3 seconds. Along with an 
overboost function, peak torque 
can hit 500Nm in short bursts. 
Of course, this is made possible 
with the optional seven-speed 
M Double Clutch Transmission 

(M DCT) and Launch Control.
Combining expertise from other 

BMW M models, the M2 coupe 
comes equipped with forged 19” 
alloys, M Servotronic steering 
with two settings and suitably 
effective M compound brakes 
to haul its rampaging form.

The new BMW M2 Coupe is 
not only the direct heir to the 
successful BMW 1 Series M 
Coupe, but also in its underlying 
philosophy, a descendant of the 
original E30 BMW M3 and the 
BMW 2002 turbo. The latter 
caused a sensation over 40 years 
ago, embodying the commitment 
of what is now BMW M GmbH to 
outstanding dynamics, unbeatable 
agility and optimal car control.

Held at the Marina Bay Sands 
Expo and Convention Centre on 
Tuesday, 12 Apr 2016, the spec-
tacular launch event of the new 
generation Porsche 911 model 
range saw over 800 Porsche 
own-ers, enthusiasts, and special 
guests witness the unveiling of 
six high-performance variants, 
the 911 Carrera, 911 Carrera 
S, 911 Carrera S Cabriolet, 911 
Carrera 4S, 911 Targa 4S and 
the top-of-the-line 911 Turbo. 

Guests were treated to a 
stunning multimedia launch 
sequence that truly exemplified the 
underly-ing spirit of performance 
and innovation that drives every 
new model Porsche release. 

As part of the launch sequence 
choreography, six distinguished 
Porsche owners had the privilege 
of being among the first in 
Singapore to drive the latest 911.

This new unveiling captures the 
Porsche 911’s legendary status 
as Porsche’s flagship model, 
and is the result of decades of 
experience distilled into one 
compact and purebred sports car 
making one steady step forward 
into the future. The design, engine, 
chassis, interior, a considerable 
num-ber of components in the 
new 911 have been improved 
and enhanced to deliver an even 
better driving experience, more 
driving comfort and pleasure.

M2 TO NONE

THE TURBOCHARGED 
ERA OF 911S

// May 201610
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IN THE SCENE

More racing is sure to rev-up 
petrolheads at the 2016 Formula 
1 Singapore Airlines Singapore 
Grand Prix, held from September 
16-18, with Ferrari Challenge Asia 
Ferrari Challenge Asia Pacific 
joining the TCR International Series 
and Porsche Carrera Cup Asia as 
the event’s official support races.

The Ferrari Challenge Asia 
Pacific, part of the Prancing Horse’s 
one-make series, returns to the 
event for the first time since 2012. 
The entry list is sure to feature a 
number of top drivers from around 
the world – each of whom will 
race identical Ferrari 458 Challenge 
EVOs, complete with 4.5-litre V8 
engines putting out 570bhp.

Also returning to the Formula 
1 Singapore Airlines Singapore 
Grand Prix official support race 
bill is touring car championship, 
the TCR International Series. The 

global series made its Singapore 
de-but last year, and impressed 
trackside race fans with its 
field of 2.0-litre turbocharged 
production touring cars from 
major manufacturers Ford, Honda, 
Opel, SEAT and Volkswagen.

Porsche Carrera Cup Asia 
completes the official support 
race line-up at the 2016 
Formula 1 Singa-pore Airlines 
Singapore Grand Prix.

Now in its 14th season, the 
Porsche Carrera Cup Asia is a 
blockbuster category – with some 
of the best sports car drivers in the 
business going wheel-to-wheel 
in identical Porsche 911 GT3 Cup 
cars. Based on the road-going 911 
GT3 model, these single-seater, 
near standard race cars fea-ture 
3.8-litre six-cylinder boxer engines 
and put out a maximum 460bhp at 
7500rpm for serious performance.

The fourth, redeveloped generation 
of the mid-engine sport coupé 
has a more striking, athletic and 
efficient appearance. Just a few 
weeks after the debut of the new 
718 Boxster, the new 718 Cayman 
is extending the new model series. 

The same new four-cylinder 
flat engines with turbocharging 
as in the 718 Boxster are being 
de-ployed in the 718 Cayman. As 
a result, coupé and roadster have 
an identical engine output for the 
first time. The entry-level version 
starts with 300hp from two litres of 
displacement. The S model delivers 
350hp with a displacement of 2.5 
litres, 25hp more power compared 
to the predecessor models.

Lateral rigidity and wheel 
tracking have been improved in 
the completely retuned chassis 
of the 718 Cayman; springs and 

stabilisers have been designed 
to be firmer and the tuning of 
the shock absorbers has been 
revised. The steering, which 
has been configured to be ten 
per cent more di-rect, enhances 
agility and driving fun.

Inside, revisions are visible for 
both the 718 Cayman and the 718 
Boxster, such as the upper part 
of the dash panel, the new sport 
steering wheel used on the 918 
Spyder. The Connect module, 
for example, includes special 
extensions for smartphones, such 
as Apple CarPlay and the smart-
phone storage compartment. For 
the first time, the hard-top is priced 
below the roadster in a similar way 
to the 911 models. 718 Cayman 
pricing starts at SGD 253,988, 
and the 718 Cayman S costs 
SGD 311,788, excluding COE.

MORE EXCITEMENT  
AT THIS YEAR’S F1 SGP

THE NEW CAYMAN  
HAS ARRIVED

// May 201612
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THE PRIUS 
EFFECT

No longer a subject of laughter, the fourth coming 
Toyota Prius has a serious attitude towards driving 

dynamics and fuel efficiency

TEXT AND PHOTOS AARON HIA

COVER CAR





COVER CAR

The TNGA platform has granted more 
living space in the Prius to sit four adults 
comfortably, with little leg accosting at 
the back. Thanks to the repositioning of 
the fuel tank, there is now additional boot 
space, 56 litres more of it, done without 
sacrificing space for passengers. The 
interior of the Prius has been dutifully 
updated to match its advanced capabilities. 
A few notable mentions include the 
electronic wire-shifting gear lever, which 
only requires a flick of the finger to operate 
the car’s transmission. With the finger 
shifter mounted on the lower region of the 
dash, space is freed up on the awkwardly 
coloured centre console, which allows 
for placement of personal items. Plastic 
is generally soft to touch, making it very 
acceptable, given its mass market stature. 

While the new Prius retains the 1.8 
litre, naturally-aspirated inline four, it has 
been specifically upgraded internally 
with Toyota’s vortex tumble tech to 
deliver not just greater fuel efficiency, 
but smarter delivery too, along with 
a 23bhp bump. The Prius’s battery 
has been dutifully updated to deliver 
outstanding torque from standstill, 
working in unison with the 120bhp petrol 
motor and the silky-smooth CVT to 
quickly achieve a top speed of 180km/h. 
Although this isn’t “Tesla-fast” fast, 
the Prius had the basic attributes of an 
energetic car, which responded very 
willingly to the faintest of throttle inputs.

The new Prius has three driving modes, 
namely Normal, EV and Sport Mode, all 
of which adjusts the valvetrain timing and 
power delivery of both engine and battery 

arrying the founding 
principles of Akio 
Toyoda, Toyota is 
one of the exemplary 
role models in the 

automotive industry. In today’s 
extremely competitive environment 
where brands are fighting for every slice 
of the pie, Toyota’s gift of foresight and 
hard work has put it at the forefront of 
car brands, despite its massive model 
line-up for the masses. Undoubtedly, 
the company is best remembered 
for making a particular hybrid so 
popular that it sticks in your head like 
a song that you’ve been hearing on 
the radio for the past few weeks.

As accurate as far-sightedness goes, 
the Toyota Prius is a spot-on product for 
the future. The oil crisis of the 1970s 
gave faint hints of what the future might 
behold and before most companies 
started taking notice, Toyota embarked on 
a project to develop a fuel efficient hybrid, 
a viable first for the world. Sure, while 
the first generation model was generally 
built for the purpose of conserving as 
much fuel as possible, the Prius of 
today has taken on its own identity, as 
we experienced before back in October 
2015, when we were invited to test drive 
the Prius in its native country of Japan, 
on the roving circuit of Fuji Speedway.

The design language of the Prius 
bears stark resemblance to its sister 
brand, beginning with sharp and bold 
lines located along the front and rear 
of the car. Interestingly, the car takes 
on an almost concept-like finish with 

its pointed headlights and trapezoidal 
rear tail lamps. Making a sharp detour 
away from its predecessor’s hatch-
line, the new Prius adopts a more 
coupe-like appearance, along with an 
identical disappearing roofline from its 
sister brand. Contours on the bonnet, 
front bumper, along the side panels 
are strategically positioned to amplify 
the strong stance of the body.

As another first, the fourth generation 
Toyota Prius is the first amongst many to 
utilise Toyota’s new chassis architecture. 
Dubbed TNGA or Toyota New Global 
Architecture, the Prius’s existing 
capabilities have just been enhanced, 
while adding an enjoyable driving 
dimension to it. This is made possible 
due to an increase in body rigidity, 
the repositioning of the battery to 
reduce body roll. Other less noticeable 
aerodynamic points include sculpted 
side-mirrors and a flat floor that greatly 
improve the car’s slipperiness at high 
speeds, which then leads to a reduction 
on reliance on petrol consumption.

Driver’s view forward is excellent 
with minimal distraction, with the 
centre-mounted display while necessary 
information is concentrated onto 
a heads-up display which displays 
battery power consumption, speed 
and engine revolution. Complementing 
this intelligent forward display is an 
energy efficient monitor that displays 
fuel consumption, battery usage 
and an analysis on driving habit, 
which comes in extremely handy in 
further improving fuel efficiency.

Looking sleeker and 
smarter with every 
passing generation, 
while taking care 
of Mother Nature

// May 201616



Audi RS6 Avant 4.0 (A)

Arrow-
shaped 

headlights 
are a 
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the new 
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Sharp 
trapezoidal 

LED tail 
lights that 
will surely 
catch the 

attention of 
many



COVER CAR

The heads-up display 
that provides only the 
necessary driving 
information without 
distracting the driver

The flat floor 
panel dramatically 
improves the Prius’s 
aerodynamic profile 
at higher speeds

The electronic 
drivetrain shifter that 
only requires a flick of 
a finger to shift

to suit individual driving preferences. 
Engaging Sport Mode unleashes the full 
potential of the motor while working in 
harmony with the battery, while Normal 
Mode smartly utilises battery power 
to provide instantaneous acceleration 
from standstill and only allowing the 
petrol motor to kick in when heavy 
throttle input is applied. EV Mode works 
solely on battery power and is only 
usable if there is sufficient charge left to 
deliver absolute fuel economy. Battery 
power is not only regained through the 
sneaky Hybrid Synergy Drive, but also 
through regenerative braking action.

The TNGA platform provides a wealth 
of other benefits; not only does the Prius 
and its occupants sit 24mm lower to 
achieve a better centre of gravity, the 
introduction of the double-wishbone 
suspension at the rear, providing optimum 
ride handling and supreme control at 
speeds, making the Prius impeccably 
smooth-sailing through the roads at 
any speed. While it isn’t up there with 
the sharp-handling characteristics of 
performance-oriented sedans, there is 
a significant improvement in cornering 
finesse as compared with its predecessor. 
The brakes feel more organic, coupled 
along with an au natural steering feel, 
the Prius feels firmly connected to the 

It sounds so unearthly 
quiet, thanks to a 
specially designed 
frame, that makes 
you wonder if there 
is an engine beneath 
the bonnet at all

// May 201618



Toyota Prius 1.8 (A)

AT A GLANCE

IN A NUTSHELL

ENGINE 1,798cc, naturally-
 aspirated inline four
POWER 120bhp
TORQUE 124Nm
TOP SPEED 180km/h
TRANSMISSION CVT automatic

TESTDRIVE & ENQUIRIES
Borneo Motors

PLUS 
Improved driving dynamics, 
even better fuel efficiency

MINUS 
Its concept-like appearance might not 

appeal to everyone

VERDICT 
A worthy successor to the world’s best 
hybrid, upping the mass-selling hybrid 

benchmark once again

TEL 6631 1188

driver’s hand and feet inputs. As a bonus, 
the car is hushed at most speed ranges, 
thanks to a specially outfitted, reinforced 
frame, insulating materials and the use 
of eco-friendly tyres, so much so that 
one would probably question if there 
is an engine in the bonnet upfront.

Our short stint with the Prius through 
the daily congestions of traffic in both 
urban and expressway environments 
netted us an incredible figure of 3.7 
litres per 100km of fuel, which roughly 
translates to 27km per litre of fuel. To 
add to our amazement, 230km was 
travelled on before the fuel gauge 
showed any sign of depletion. 

Loving the earth is one thing, to 
enjoy the drive is another. Apart from 
the greatly-appreciated CEV rebate, we 
never expected “The Prius Effect” to 
actually affect us this much. With rising 
petrol prices and increase in indistinct 
offerings, the fourth generation Prius 
will no longer be the subject of laughter, 
having taken on its own identity and 
putting a clear message out there to both 
existing and new competitors, that it will 
stand out amongst the field and continue 
to be the world’s best-selling hybrid for 
many, many more years to come. 

19May 2016 // 





Lexus IS 200t 2.0 (A)

the face-lifted IS isn’t a stranger on our 
roads for slightly over a year, this latest 
variant that we tested, certainly feels 
almost quicker by standards; that’s 
because it has received the blessings 
from the force-induction realm.

The IS is Lexus’s entry-level sedan 
that has been around for almost two 
decades. Produced as a sporty, sedan 
that isn’t cumbersome, reasonably 
luxurious and fun to drive, the IS has 
been the staple Lexus icon for years. 
Even till today, none of that original 
essence has been lost, only that its 
appeal has been greatly increased, 
thanks to the maker’s move up the ranks 
of luxury cars in terms of affordability, 
style and most importantly, reliability.

The IS is one that strikes a very sporty 
pose, thanks to its athletic stance and 
relatively-optimum wheelbase. Lexus’s 
design language has bestowed the 
IS’s visuals with an eclectic mix of 
sharp angles with well-placed curves, 
making it look extremely sharp when 
viewed from multiple angles; from 
its arrowed headlights to its sleek 
tail lights, the Lexus IS simply turns 

n today’s ever-stringent 
and increasingly 
complex regulations 
governing carbon 
emissions, vehicle 

manufacturers are taking all sorts 
of actions that stem from millions 
of dollars and the race against 
time to develop engines that not 
only emit less noxious fumes, but 
also give extra mileage before the 
inevitable visit to the petrol station.

Lexus has been on our radar in recent 
years and needless to say, the brand 
has been performing remarkably well 
in many aspects of its realignment 
with the modern times. Well-known 
for its range of unbelievably smooth 
and plush, naturally-aspirated engines 
fit for the discerning individual, Lexus 
has taken up its next quest in its 
commitment to delivering engineering 
and craftsmanship excellence, and 
that is dabbling with turbochargers.

Bold and decisive, Lexus has adopted 
a two-prong approach to its latest fleet 
representatives, in both aspects of 
styling and powerplant nature. Although 

NOW IS 
THE TIME

Ditching its naturally-aspirated powerplant for a more 
efficient and exhilarating drive, the Lexus IS gets its 

first taste of turbocharged power

TEXT AND PHOTOS AARON HIA
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FIRST DRIVE

Sharp headlights 
accentuate the 
car’s sharp driving 
characteristics

Toggle between the 
main focus and driving 
information with the 
informative dashboard

Plenty of space for 
two luggages or your 
bulky whatnots

AT A GLANCE

IN A NUTSHELL

ENGINE 1,998cc, turbocharged 
 inline four
POWER 241bhp
TORQUE 350Nm
0-100KM/H 7secs
TOP SPEED 230km/h
TRANSMISSION 8-speed automatic

TESTDRIVE & ENQUIRIES
Borneo Motors

PLUS 
Crowd-inducing looks, packs a meaner punch 

thanks to its turbocharged nature

MINUS 
A slightly muted engine tone, as compared to 

its brawny V6 predecessor

VERDICT 
Fuel-efficient while packing great engine 
performance, the Lexus IS Turbo is an all-

rounder luxury sedan, hands-down

TEL 6631 1388

heads wherever crowds are present.
Expect nothing less from its interior, 

as your eyes meet stitched leather and 
soft plastic, making it an extremely 
hospitable place to climb into, even 
the standard floor mats feel like a 
welcome rug for the tired feet. Space 
is reasonable for a load of four adults, 
with little leg-accosting at the back. 
Ventilated seats up-front are also 
a much-appreciated feature in this 
typically humid climate. As with most 
sporty sedans, the driver’s position 
is not compromised in any way and 
offers a great view upfront, with the 
centre console’s bank of buttons neatly 
placed for easy operation without 
having to peel one’s eyes away to 
function the audio or climate controls.

Rear-wheel driven 
cars and their 
intrusive tunnel 
nature, still plenty 
of space for two 
adults behind
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Lexus IS 200t 2.0 (A)

While the older IS plays the visuals 
to the newer IS like the other half of a 
Siamese Twin, the similarities end here. 
Nestled longitudinally under the bonnet 
of the IS Turbo is a force-fed, 2.0-litre 
Atkinson-cycle engine that produces 
241bhp and 350Nm to boot. Such 
figures are for real, since the eight-speed 
automatic gearbox helps launch IS Turbo 
from naught to a hundred in seven 
seconds flat; pretty impressive for a car 
that has been decked with swathes of 
leather and typical creature comforts. 
Although we didn’t break any records or 
laws, the stated top speed is 230km/h.

Given its sporty stance and flaunty 
visuals, it would be a shame if the IS 
Turbo had no Sport Mode; but thankfully, 
it allows for two degrees of sporty 
driving; Sport Mode which unlocks 
higher engine revolutions for stronger 
per-gear pulls and Sport Plus mode that 
unleashes the full characteristics of 
the turbocharged inline engine. There 
is also an ECO mode that swaps gears 
earlier without over-reliance on higher 
engine revolutions. This allowed us to 
clock a fuel-sipping figure of 10.8km 
per litre, despite our driving antics.

The handling is nonetheless a hallmark 
of Lexus’s commitment towards 
delivering an all-rounded package, and 
at most speeds is pretty pliant. Driven 
close at its limits, it still takes quite a bit 
of extremity to get its rear-wheel driven 
nature to reveal its character. Even so, 
the IS Turbo handles itself magnificently 
regardless of the attitude behind the 
wheel. Even though one could applaud 
the Takumi for creating such a hushed 
cabin atmosphere at typical expressway 
speeds, the gearhead within would 
probably wince at the muted tones 
of the inline motor, which becomes 
nothing more than a slight drawl when 
tapped upon for overtaking, unlike the 
outgoing V6 powerplant that it replaces.

There isn’t really much you can fault 
the IS Turbo for. Even for the critics, it 
is hard to find a car that not only drives 
just as balanced as this, but moves just 
as fast as it looks without becoming 
overbearing or tiring to drive, after long 
days at the office, or even for a trip 
up-North to neighbouring Malaysia. 
The Lexus IS Turbo will surely cut it for 
millenials who hunker after a sporty, yet 
affluent set of continental wheels. 
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Kia Optima K5 2.0 (A)

a 12-disc CD-changer made it all the more 
attractive. Surprisingly, it was very reliable 
and it never once broke down on us. 

Then came November 2004 when we 
welcomed another Korean car into the 
family: A Kia Cerato. Dad went for the car’s 
preview, liked it, was offered a good price 
to trade-in the Spectra, then went ahead 
to place an order for one; and little did he 
know he was among the first 20 to take 
delivery. So for once, dad (and me) was 
driving a ‘rare’ car (in his words anyway). 
What made him so attracted to the Cerato? 
First, the design; secondly, the spacious 
and premium cabin. Thirdly, the standard 
accessories: 15-inch OZ alloys, foglamps, 
reverse sensors, fully leathered interior, 
Kenwood DVD player, window tints; all 
these for less than $68k, with COE.

You should be able to see where I am 
going with this; Kia, through all these years, 
has been rather clever at catching the 
audience. Their cars are not bad lookers, 
come with a good list of accessories 
and, most importantly, are priced very 
affordably; both Kias in the family were 
priced almost $20k cheaper than a Toyota 
equivalent. This fact alone makes a whole 
lot of difference for the average family man.

This plot is carried on to this 
latest Optima K5. At first glimpse, 

adge-conscious drivers 
are usually at the losing 
end these days, as they 
usually put too much 
emphasis on brand 

rather than, well, value-for-money. While 
it’s true sticking to a familliar brand will 
usually give you great security and peace 
of mind, do you know that brands from 
Korea, once perceived as unreliable 
and undependable, have improved so 
much over the past two decades?

And I dare say that simply because I have 
very good experiences with them. 

August 2002 was the year my family 
welcomed our first Korean car: A Kia 
Spectra. Mind you, that was a big 
gamble taken by my dad, at a time when 
reliability was still questionable. Perhaps 
the brand’s acquisition by a more trusted 
local dealer offered more confidence, 
which, along with thousands of other 
consumers, made Kia the best-selling car 
brand during that era. A decently styled, 
mid-size family sedan that was priced at 
less than $62k with COE and came along 
with a “long” list of accessories definitely 
made it value-for-money; 15-inch alloy 
rims, reverse sensors, tinted windows, 
foglamps, fully-leathered interior and a 
mid-range Pioneer audio head-unit paired to 

NO
BANK-BREAKER

Kia’s updated Optima K5 not only proves you don’t need 
a lot of money to get a lot out of a car, but also how 

satisfying the Korean can be when you’re behind its wheel

TEXT AZFAR HASHIM PICTURES COURTESY OF KIA AND AARON HIA
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FIRST DRIVE

LED daytime running 
lights are a standard 
on the new Optima

Analog and digital 
working harmoniously 
to provide much-needed 
driving information

Soft to touch, the leather-
clad steering wheel is a 
pleasure to grip

AT A GLANCE

IN A NUTSHELL

ENGINE 1,999cc, naturally 
 aspirated inline four
POWER 161bhp
TORQUE 196Nm
0-100KM/H 10.5secs
TOP SPEED 202km/h
TRANSMISSION 6-speed automatic

TESTDRIVE & ENQUIRIES
Cycle & Carriage Kia

PLUS 
Handsome exterior, practical and comfortable 

interior, decent performance

MINUS 
Rough-sounding engine higher up the rev 

range, boot space not the biggest in its class

VERDICT 
Overlook the minor shortfalls and the Optima is 

one of the best large sedan money can buy

TEL 6427 8888

it’s a handsome looking car; it looks 
proportionate, detailed and may even 
pass off as a European car. Although it 
looks largely unchanged, for 2016, it gets 
a new pair of headlamps (including newly-
designed LED daytime running lights), 
a slimmer but more pronounced grille, 
restyled bumper (which also meant the 
demise of the cob LED the pre-facelift 
model was renowned for) and inclusion 
of front sensors to aid parking. 

For the rear, the Optima now gets a pair 
of slimmer taillights and a longer chrome 
strip at the bottom part of the bumper; 
the latter to add a touch of class, perhaps. 
To further compliment its suave exterior, 
17-inch alloys wrapped in 215/55/17 
Continental ContiPremiumContact 
rubbers are a factory standard.

Updates are not limited to the car’s 
exterior though. Inside, the dashboard 
seems less cluttered than before, with the 
air-con vents placed horizontally, the audio 
head-unit taking precedence on the top 
part of the central console with controls 
for the climate control located at the 
bottom of the stack. The steering wheel 
is different too, getting a matt chrome 
accent (instead of piano black inserts) on 
top of being chunkier than before. 

Rear seat passengers get to enjoy 
class-leading leg, head and shoulder 
room space and this is true, even with 
three seating abreast. With rear air-con 
blowers, you should be able to beat the 

Plenty of space 
for long journeys 
in the Optima
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Kia Optima K5 2.0 (A)

tropical heat; sometimes appreciated even 
more during longer drives. The 510-litre 
boot should be up to task for your daily 
needs, and with 60:40 split, it will come 
in handy for those IKEA shopping days. 

Powering the Optima K5 is a 
naturally aspirated 2.0-litre four cylinder 
inline engine, featuring Continuous 
Variable Valve Lift (CVVL). Paired to 
a 6-speed automatic, power output 
is a decent 161bhp while torque 
some 196Nm. Standstill to 100km/h 
is dispatched in 10.5 seconds, while 
top speed rated at 202km/h.

For most, the numbers above may 
not seem that impressive but frankly 
speaking the Optima’s performance 
is respectable enough for our roads. It 
does not feel lethargic or underpowered, 
and the transmission is constantly in-
tune with the correct gear. Overtaking is 
surprisingly a cinch too, draping the fact 
that it weighs in at more than 1.4 tons.

Also standard here is the ‘Drive Mode’. 
You can leave it to run on its own, or 
swap between ‘Eco’ and ‘Sport’; what 
this does is adjust both the transmission 
and steering weight according to 
your mood. Honestly speaking, this 
compliments the electric power steering 
as you get to choose how you want 
the steering to feel as you drive along; 
but at low speed or during parking in 
any mode, the steering wheel turns 
feather-weight, making it oh-so-easy to 
manoeuvre, especially in tighter spots.

Out on the expressway, the cabin is 
brilliantly insulated against wind, road 
and tyre noise, meaning you can hold 
decent conversations. However when 
you need more power to overtake 
and give the accelerator a hard stomp, 
the engine sounds a tad raucous, 
particularly beyond 4,500rpm.

In terms of handling, the Optima K5 is 
highly capable, the chassis offering a high 
level of stability even along fast curves. 
The steering, although coming across as 
artificial most of the time, still manages 
to provide direct responses. In fact, the 
entire car does not understeer easily, 
choosing to break away progressively 
instead with only the screeching tyres 
warning you to not be overly enthusiastic.

As a large sedan, the Kia Optima K5 is a 
decent buy that will not disappoint. It may 
not be big on power, but in terms of quality 
and price, this car scores very highly. 
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Suzuki Ciaz 1.4 (A)

t one point not too distant 
ago, smaller capacity 
engines were the norm, 
usually in the form of 
1.2 to 1.5 litres in size, 

mostly naturally-aspirated. Today however, 
all that has changed slightly, albeit 
dramatically with regards to performance, 
with the addition of turbochargers to 
these engines, whose capacity figures 
have not been altered significantly. Fuel 
consumption has decreased too, thanks 
to massive improvements to increase the 
turbocharger’s reliability. With so much 
proven hype about turbochargers, why 
not just equip every car with one then?

That may not necessarily hold true in 
every instance, especially if there are 
equal improvements in other aspects 
of building a fuel efficient car, such as 
lightweight manufacturing processes, 
intelligent engine electronics, etc. There 
are other tangible benefits as well, such as 
tolerable engine temperatures in constant 
start-stop traffic, lesser wear and tear 
parts to replace; some of the things that 
translate to low maintenance costs. Surely 
in today’s costly COE environment, high 

car ownership costs are here to stay and 
the timely arrival of a certain Suzuki will 
offer potential car buyers a realistic buy.

Catering to the South-East Asian 
populace, the Suzuki Ciaz is a compact 
sedan that ticks almost every single box 
for a hopeful individual, searching for his 
first set of wheels for the family, or for 
every other practical reason that could 
be cited. The Ciaz joins the present 
Suzuki line-up, largely dominated by 
hatchbacks and crossovers to provide a 
sedan option for the traditional who has 
not been swayed by the crossover trend.

Although the Ciaz does not wear a 
crisp tuxedo with the looks to kill, it does 
give a warm and friendly vibe with its 
rather family-orientated appearance. To 
endow it with a slightly sportier finish, 
there is the RS bodykit that adds lower 
bumper lips, side skirts and a tail spoiler.

Spanning 4,505mm with a wheelbase 
of 2,650mm, the Ciaz is undoubtedly 
longer than most of its rivals, Japanese 
and Korean alike. Needless to say, all 
this translates into generous cabin 
dimensions, typically unheard of in 
most compact sedans. Leg room is 

GRA-CIAZ, 
SUZUKI!

In today’s complex world of forced induction, Suzuki 
hits the bread and butter populace with a thrifty offering 

of naturally aspirated goodness and affordability 

TEXT AND PHOTOS AARON HIA
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FIRST DRIVE

Great fuel frugality, 
almost 300km on half 
a tank of fuel

More storage options 
like the centre bin to tuck 
valuables out of sight

The RS kit includes a 
neat spoiler on the rear

aplenty in the back row, with just about 
enough for two adults to even fold their 
legs. Boot space can be applauded 
as well, with 495 litres that allows for 
more than just a weekend’s worth of 
groceries. This also translates into two 
foldable bicycles, assuming if you’ve 
got the stowing positions right, because 
the rear seats are not collapsible.

Although the interior is decked mostly 
in harder plastic, it does provide quite 
a fair bit of storage options, such as a 
small centre bin for hiding valuables, 
as well as bottle holders on every door 
panel, making this relatively suitable 
for long road trips, sans the portable 
lavatory. Even for its price-tag, the 
Ciaz still gets a fair degree of steering 
controls that manage the Clarion head 
unit that also incorporates GPS-based 
navigation and Bluetooth functionality.

Despite its size, the Ciaz keeps its 
weight to a paltry 1025kg, thanks to the 
utilisation of clever metal sheeting and 
construction. This, along with a 91bhp, 
130Nm, 1.4 litre K series motor mated 
to a four-speed automatic gearbox, the 
Ciaz gets it from sleeper to naughty in 
slightly over twelve seconds. Although 
nothing that sends the mind reeling 
and the eyes popping from their 
sockets, what truly impresses though, 
is the car’s capability to deliver its own 
kind of absolution; fuel efficiency.

Amazing seating 
space behind for two 
adults and a minor
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Suzuki Ciaz 1.4 (A)

AT A GLANCE

IN A NUTSHELL

ENGINE 1,373cc, naturally-
 aspirated inline four
POWER 91bhp
TORQUE 130Nm
0-100KM/H 12.4secs
TOP SPEED 180km/h
TRANSMISSION 4-speed automatic

TESTDRIVE & ENQUIRIES
Champion Motors

PLUS 
Generous interior space, great fuel frugality

MINUS 
Hard plastic-clad interior, rear seats 

do not collapse

VERDICT 
A viable option from Suzuki if you’re looking for 

a sedan that helps deal with practical needs 
while saving the dollars for the long run

TEL 6631 1118

Into peak hour drawling and fast-paced 
highway mooting, the Ciaz managed 
to clock savvy 15.8km per litre figure, 
along with 293km on half a tank of 
fuel. We reckon that under the hands 
of a conservative driver, this S-badged 
Japanese sedan could clock slightly more 
than 600km on a full tank before throwing 
in the towel for visit to the petrol station. 
The figure derived from the three-day 
driving stint puts substantial proof into 
Suzuki’s stated figure of 18.5km per litre. 

Of course the Ciaz rides like how every 
practical car should be; relatively supple 
on most roads to keep passengers 
pleased but firm enough for scooting out 
or in of slip roads without losing precious 
speed. Cabin insulation is relatively 
decent, thanks to its choice OEM fitment 
of noise-insulating tyres, but wind 
noise does inevitably penetrate when 
you’re chuffing the Ciaz in high gear. 

All in all, the Suzuki Ciaz does offer a 
really solid proposition under a hundred 
thousand dollars, very much so if you are 
hunting for your first car, looking for loads 
of space for ferrying the family or the 
bicycle, planning for the long term with 
low monthly fuel costs, do keep this frugal 
Japanese sedan in your watch list. 
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Volvo XC90 T5 2.0 (A)

output has been increased, wisely 
given the bigger and heavier vehicle 
that it is now attached to. The engine 
now churns out 254bhp, 9 more horses 
than the other Volvo T5 cars, but torque 
remains unchanged, at 350Nm.

The thing is, the XC90 is a fairly 
sizeable car, and its kerb weight slightly 
edges past two tonnes, which is pretty 
heavy indeed. As a result, the XC90 T5 
doesn’t feel particularly urgent when 
pushed. Certainly, there is enough 
grunt for most driving situations, but 
there’s very little hint of boost from 
the turbocharged engine. Instead, it 
prefers to do things via the smooth 
route, delivering its power in an unfussy 
fashion. Compared to the more powerful 
T6 model which has a bit more pep, 
the T5 just feels like it doesn’t like 
to be rushed about unnecessarily.

As you’d expect then, the XC90 
isn’t exactly what you’d call exciting 
to drive. It corners neutrally, without 
drama, but you definitely can notice 
the size and weight, and it’s probably 
not advisable to behave like a hooligan 
in this car. The trade-off however 
is an excellent ride, with the XC90 

he XC90 is Volvo’s latest 
and current greatest 
thing on the block, and 
it’s no surprise that the 
company is making 

much effort in pushing the model into 
the consciousness of the car buying 
public. Certainly, a car that’s this much 
of a breakthrough for the brand deserves 
as much success as its strong-selling 
predecessor, and Volvo is doing as much 
as it can to ensure that the new XC90 
gets as much attention as possible.

Right now, locally, you can have the 
XC90 in up to seven different variations, 
with a choice of trim levels and engine 
options. Sitting at the top is the flagship 
T6, with its storming 320bhp petrol 
engine guaranteeing you plenty of 
oomph, while there are also D4 and D5 
diesel models for the environmentally-
conscious. Sitting in the middle though 
is this, the XC90 T5, ostensibly the 
‘base’ model of the range for those who 
insist on their XC90 being petrol-driven.

While the XC90 T5 shares essentially 
the same engine as the other T5-
badged models in the Volvo line-up, in 
this particular instance the unit’s power 

FIVER
NINER

Volvo’s XC90 gets a new T5 engine, but will the 
turbocharged four-pot be enough to move this gentle 

giant of an SUV?

TEXT AND PHOTOS BEN CHIA
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FIRST DRIVE

Nonetheless 
sophisticated, despite 
looking lesser than its 
T6 sibling’s offering

Digital climate control 
for the passengers 
seated behind

About the only row 
of buttons you’ll ever 
see on the XC90

being an utterly comfortable car on 
the wide open highways, thanks to 
its well-damped suspension that 
soaks up bumps without a fuss.

On the inside, there are some clear 
differences between this T5 and its 
more expensive siblings. The first 
one you’ll notice is the instrument 
panel, which is smaller and not the 
full digital set you’ll get on the T6 and 
D5. The sunroof is also absent on 
this car too, while a less noticeable 
change is the leather upholstery, 
which is of the regular variety rather 
than the more premium Nappa trim.

But other than that, the XC90’s cabin 
remains a very classy place to be in. 
Volvo saw fit to give this particular car 
wood trim to adorn the dashboard and 
centre console, and it gives the car a 
very inviting feel, almost akin to being 
welcomed to a Scandinavian lodge. 
The Sensus multimedia infotainment 
system, consisting of a large iPad-esque 
screen in the middle of the dash, is also 
present here, and enables occupants to 
control almost all of the car functions 
through it. It’s something that should 
delight the smartphone generation.

At the back, there is adequate room 
to accommodate five other passengers 

Still enough 
space for adults 
on the third row
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Volvo XC90 T5 2.0 (A)

AT A GLANCE

IN A NUTSHELL

ENGINE 1969cc, turbocharged 
 inline four
POWER 254bhp
TORQUE 350Nm
0-100KM/H 8.2secs
TOP SPEED 215km/h
TRANSMISSION 8-speed automatic

TESTDRIVE & ENQUIRIES
Wearnes Automotive

PLUS 
Comfortable ride, nice cabin ambience

MINUS 
Engine doesn’t feel urgent enough, feels heavy

VERDICT 
For the unfussy SUV driver who needs a 

comfortable and soothing ride, the XC90 T5 
offers plenty to meet your needs 

TEL 6473 1488

in relative comfort, and those sitting in 
the third row will be pleased to note 
that there are air con vents specifically 
catering to them, a boon in our hot 
weather. It’s not the roomiest third row 
by any means, but it should suffice 
for small kids or short journeys.

Despite its ‘entry-level’ status, 
the XC90 T5 is still well-packed with 
features, and one which should be 
immensely useful to most drivers 
should be the adaptive cruise control 
system, which can adjust the following 
distance between you and the car in 
front by adapting the speed accordingly 
when cruise control is activated. Other 
nifty features include voice-activated 
controls for various vehicle functions, 
and a speed limit detection system 
which informs you of the current speed 
limit on the road you’re on, by reading 
the signs via a front-mounted camera.

By all accounts, the T5 will probably 
appeal to the majority of XC90 buyers, 
given that it offers most of the car’s good 
points with minimal drawbacks. Indeed, 
unless you absolutely need the power 
of the T6, or the frugality of the diesels, 
chances are, the XC90 T5 should have 
more than enough for what you need. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOS AARON HIA

V  FORCE
In a world where turbocharged motors are 

gradually taking over their naturally-aspirated 
rivals, Lexus is a keeper of balance as it retains its 

artisanal V8 for its coveted F series





feature
TEXT AND PHOTOS AARON HIA

I
t isn’t a surprise to hear the faint 
whisper of a blow-off valve on the 
streets these days. As force-fed 
motors gradually fill the caverns 

of common cars’ engine bays, their 
naturally-aspirated rivals, are slowly 
but surely, bidding adieu. Once fitted 
to game-changing sports cars of the 
past, many once naturally-aspirated 
sports cars are gradually making the 
change to incorporate turbocharged 
technology to make the same power, 
but in a more efficient manner.

Only a handful of car makers today 
continue producing highly efficient, 
naturally-aspirated V engines. While it 
is necessary to recognise the good that 
turbocharged engines have given us 
today, there is still that old school charm 
that only naturally-aspirated engines 
can provide; that seemingly endless 
stream of power even till the higher, 
nether regions of the tachometer.

“The pursuit of perfection” has led 
Lexus to the high perch today, amongst 
the established marquees, renowned for 
their distinct styling, exquisite finishing 
and driving excellence. From the birth 
of its first premium sedan, Lexus has 
come a long way with its comprehensive 
range of models to cater to the market’s 

ever-increasingly diverse expectations, 
placing emphasis on creating a holistic 
experience that would calm the mind, 
stir the soul and excite the senses.

Tapping onto the invaluable lessons 
learnt from the first Lexus LS, the 
company then transferred its precious 
DNA nucleotide onto each successive 
model, resulting in cars that performed 
better than ever. Eventually, all this 
stemming resulted in the formation of 
Lexus F, a division that was solely in-
charge of developing high-performance 
variants of their standard counterparts. 

Easily recognisable for the signature 
Lexus F badge on the front fenders, 
these were often the “fastest of the 
fastest” amongst their peers, which 
was made possible with highly intricate 
and carefully crafted motors. The 2007 
Lexus IS F for example, was christened 
with a high-revving V8 motor, while the 
highly-anticipated Lexus LF-A coupe, 
possessed a dynamic V10 motor that 
sounded absolutely amazing at the 
tethers of its engine revolution.

Fast forward to 2014, Lexus 
launched the RC coupe, available in 
several engine trims, notably the 3.5 
naturally-aspirated V6 and the 5 litre 
V8 behemoth, one that could only be 

found in its mightiest form, the RC F. 
While both look almost identical, the 

RC F is ostensibly chunkier, deriving its 
masculine image from bulging fender 
arches and beefier tyres; all necessary 
to provide extensive grip under extreme 
duress. The front of the car is angulated 
and sharply cranked in Lexus’s new 
design language to provide a concept-
like, futuristic image of how forward 
they have become, making it extremely 
eye-catching and outstanding. The 
rear features a retractable boot spoiler 
that offers minimal drag resistance 
while attempting the quarter mile 
and much-needed downforce for 
attacking long, sloping corners.

The adjustable boot 
spoiler neatly tucks 
out of sight for the 
clean look, and 
comes out to play 
when additional rear 
downforce is required
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Revisited:  Lexus RC F

As the top-tier model in its class, the 
RC F receives the illustrious V8 motor, 
a painstakingly crafted mechanical work 
of art that combines the immense pride 
and extensive skills of the Takumi, along 
with state-of-the-art cylinder technology. 
This 5 litre, naturally-aspirated engine 
pulls no stops at making absolute power, 
producing 470bhp along with 530Nm of 
pure, concentrated torque, all available 
from a wide engine revolution band. 
Naturally, all that pent-up torque from 
the V8, along with its methodically 
sorted 8-speed automatic transmission, 
propels the 1.8 ton RC F from standstill 
to a hundred in a mere 4.5 seconds.

While it is easy to blitz the sprint 
record like a walk in the park, the 
same cannot be said for a car that has 
no balance or finesse, hence Lexus’s 
approach to refining the RC F for 
tackling corners. To give the car the 
accuracy it needs to nail the apexes, 
Lexus gifted the RC F with a host of 
cutting edge cornering weaponry; 
properly-sorted Brembo brakes and 
the Torque Vectoring Differential (TVD) 
that operates accordingly to the three 
driving modes (Standard, Slalom and 
Track) to make short work of every 
environment that the RC F treads upon.

The interior is everything you’ll 
ever expect in true Lexus tradition. 
Refined, opulent and classy, swathes 
of stitched, premium leather can be 
found on the dashboard, the hugging 
sports seats, only to be complemented 
by sections of carbon fibre bits to 
reiterate the car’s athletic character. 

To distinguish itself from the common 
car, the tachometer sits squarely in 
the centre, alongside a speedometer 
that exceeds the 200km/h mark and an 
electronic multi-info panel that displays 
critical and essential information, 
such as engine temperatures, torque 
distribution, and G-force measurement.

To drive the RC F on a daily basis is 
very imaginable and tempting, because 
it is virtually impossible to resist the 
hearty pull of its intricately-carved V8 
heart that responds to every prod of the 
throttle with absolute eagerness. Never 
for once does the naturally-aspirated 
engine feel lethargic, complementing 
neatly with its eight-legged gearbox to 
make good of every bit of its 530Nm of 
torque, quickly pulling its mass out of 
the corners without hesitation. Every 
up-shift and down-shift from either 
the gear lever or paddle-shifters lets 
loose the snarling growl of the V8, 
allowing you to realise the motor’s 
gargantuan potential as the body fights 
to make sense of the astounding speed 
the car develops in each sprint.

Cornering is almost a cinch in the 
car, despite its 1.8 ton form. The RC F 
handles tight corners and gets out of 
a fudge in quick succession, thanks to 
its TVD function that rapidly sorts the 

massive torque going through its rear 
wheels. Little will you find yourself in 
a sticky situation, since the RC F stays 
relatively planted when driven eagerly, 
yet allows you to explore new horizons 
when driven enthusiastically. Body-roll 
is kept to a minimal in Sport Plus mode 
and the brakes feel incredibly firm when 
halting the beast from its bull-run.

Arguably the most performance-
oriented Lexus currently in its line-up, 
the RC F will soon have another sibling 
to stand proud together in the form 
of the GS F sedan, a symbol of the 
brand’s relentless chase for excellence. 
This will carry the same attributes as 
its coupe brethren, albeit the practical 
capability to haul four passengers along.

To climb the lesser-travelled road 
to perfection requires even greater 
detail, an undying passion and a no-
compromise attitude, to which not 
many manufacturers of today are willing 
to embark. As the world gradually 
succumbs to the side of force-induction, 
Lexus remains absolutely focused and 
committed to delivering its statement 
of craftsmanship, in the form of its 
highly-acclaimed naturally-aspirated 
engines that have and will continue to 
etch and invoke memories for driving 
enthusiasts all around the world. 

7,000rpm of naturally-
aspirated goodness, 
so feel free to milk 
that mighty V8 motor
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bhp, 0 to 
100km/h 
in just 

3.6 seconds, a top speed of 318km/h, 
the new Audi R8 Spyder with its V10 
naturally-aspirated engine merges 
impressive performance with the 
allure of open-top driving. It’s striking 
design and high-end technologies 
demonstrate the concentrated 
expertise of the premium brand.

Dry, the two-seater weighs just 
1,612kg. Its strong backbone is 
the newly developed Audi Space 
Frame (ASF) using the multi-material 
construction principle, made from 
aluminium and carbon fibre.

The aluminium components make up 
79.6% of its weight. In a progression 
from the R8 Coupé, they form a lattice 
that Audi’s engineers have used to 
incorporate specific reinforcements 
especially into the sills, A-posts 
and windscreen frame. Innovative 
manufacturing methods lower the 
weight of individual components by up 
to ten percent. As a result, the highly 
rigid body weighs a mere 208kg, and its 
torsional rigidity has increased by over 
50% compared with the previous model.

The mighty mid-engine with dual 
injection system sets the tone in 
the new Audi R8 Spyder V10. The 
naturally-aspirated 5.2-litre engine has 
a dynamic throttle response. Its roar, 

which can be optionally amplified by a 
sport exhaust system with gloss black 
tailpipe trims is goosebump-inducing. 
540hp of power and 540Nm of torque 
at 6,500rpm deliver phenomenal road 
performance: from 0 to 100km/h 
in 3.6 seconds and a top speed of 
318km/h. Efficiency technologies 
such as the new freewheeling mode, 
where the R8 coasts with the engine 
decoupled, also promote fuel efficiency 
by ten percent compared with the 
predecessor model. The new R8 Spyder 
consumes 11.7 litres per 100km, 
corresponding to 277g of CO2 per km.

Behind the V10 there is a seven-
speed S-tronic with lightning-fast action, 
which the driver controls electrically 
by a drive-by-wire system. The dual-
clutch transmission directs forces to a 
newly designed quattro drive system 
with an electro-hydraulically activated 
multi-plate clutch at the front axle. 
The all-wheel clutch, water-cooled for 
maximum performance, distributes the 
drive torques fully variably according 
to the driving situation – in extreme 
cases, up to 100% to the front or 
rear wheels. The intelligent control 
system is incorporated into the Audi 
drive select system, which offers four 
modes ranging from overtly dynamic to 
comfort-oriented. In conjunction with 
the optional R8 performance leather 
steering wheel, three more driving 

programs are available: dry, wet and 
snow. They make handling even more 
precise and stable, to match the specific 
conditions of the road being travelled.

The R8 Spyder has a lightweight 
cloth hood tapering into two fins. These 
stretch the cloth so that it, along with 
the large hood compartment cover, 
harmonizes perfectly with the athletic 
design of this high-performance sports 
car. An electro-hydraulic drive opens 
and closes the hood in 20 seconds 
up to a speed of 50km/h. The rear 
window, sunk into the bulkhead, can 
be retracted and extended. With all 
windows up, the air stream strokes the 
body with a minimum of turbulence.

The build quality of the new R8 
Spyder, which is extensively hand-built 
at a manufactory near Neckarsulm, is 
of the highest standard. The driver and 
passenger sit on sport seats or bucket 
seats with a more highly contoured 
seat shape, for superior lateral support. 
Over and above the extensive standard 
equipment, customers have almost 
unlimited scope to tailor both the 
interior and exterior to their individual 
preferences. Add-on body components 
such as the front spoiler, the diffuser and 
the new sideblades are also available 
in carbon. LED headlights with newly 
developed laser technology maximize 
visibility and range for the driver, 
bringing increased safety at night. 

Combining lifestyle 
and the fast life, 
the R8 Spyder 
has become even 
more desirable

SPYDER  SENSE
The ever-popular German sports car has arrived to shake the league of sports cars, even 

more so with the addition of its convertible variant
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I
f you’re wondering why we’re 
bringing you another motor show 
feature from Bangkok, here’s the 
thing: Thailand has a large enough 

car market that it has the capacity to 
hold two motor shows annually. There’s 
the Motor Expo, usually held around 
November or December each year, 
and the Bangkok Motor Show, usually 
taking place in April. According to an 
industry insider familiar with the Thai 
market, the Motor Expo is typically 
targeted at people from the motor trade, 
while the Motor Show is a more ‘legit’ 
event for customers and enthusiasts.

Here are some of the cars that caught 
our eye at the 2016 Bangkok Motor Show.

Subaru Forester
More of a facelift than a full model 

change, the ‘new’ Subaru Forester was 
unveiled at the Bangkok Motor Show amid 
much fanfare, complete with a media 
test drive event organised  outside the 
exhibition halls. The key changes to the 
updated Forester include a redesigned 
front end, with a new grille and lights, 
while the rear has also been slightly 
retouched. Inside, the cabin has been 

completely revised, with the use of better 
quality materials clearly noticeable to 
give the Forester a more upmarket feel. 
Engine options remain unchanged, with 
the choice of a naturally-aspirated 2.0-litre 
with 150bhp, and the turbocharged 
2.0-litre XT model with 240bhp both 
available. The facelifted Forester is 
now available on sale in Singapore.

Honda Civic
Probably the most highly anticipated 

new car among many buyers and 
enthusiasts alike, the all-new Honda 
Civic made its South East Asian debut 
at the 2016 Bangkok Motor Show. 
Featuring a new sleek and stylish look, 
the tenth-generation Civic looks set to 
recapture the magic from years past, 
and reverse the lacklustre sales of the 
ninth-generation model. Engine line-ups 
are yet to be confirmed for our market, 
but in Thailand the new Civic is available 
with a 1.8-litre naturally-aspirated 
petrol with 141bhp, and a new 1.5-litre 
turbocharged four-pot that produces 
173bhp, and it is most likely the latter 
engine that will debut first when the car 
arrives here in the next few months.

Mercedes-Benz 
C-Class Coupe

Sitting stealthily on the Mercedes-Benz 
stand is the all-new C-Class Coupe, and the 
Bangkok show car was nicely finished in a 
matte black paintwork complemented by 
yellow strips and highlights, and a sporty 
AMG kit. Engine options are expected 
to mirror that of the C-Class sedan, and 
expect to see the new C-Class Coupe 
arrive here before the end of the year.

Rolls-Royce KoChaMongKol 
Extended Wheelbase Ghost

A long name for a unique car, the 
Rolls-Royce KoChaMongKol Extended 
Wheelbase Ghost was created especially 
for Thailand. Finished in English White 
paintwork, the KoChaMongKol Ghost 
features hand-drawn motifs of the 
elephant, a highly revered animal in the 
Kingdom for centuries. The interior is 
finished with special natural grain leather 
in Smoke Grey and Dark Spice mix, with 
Mandarin stitching and seat piping for 
contrast. The Mandarin RR monogram 
is embroidered into the headrests, 
while the elephant motifs can also be 
seen on the veneers of the interior. 

One could expect to 
see these offerings in 
Singapore some time 
in the near future, with 
the exception of the 
Rolls-Royce, of course

BANGKOK 
EXTRAVAGANZA

Bangkok has not one, but two motor shows annually. We head back to the Land of Smiles to 
bring you some highlights from the 2016 Bangkok Motor Show
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Bayerische Flugzeugwerke AG was 
established as a successor to the 
aircraft manufacturer Gustav-Otto-
Flugmaschinenfabrik. This company 
would eventually evolve to become 
Ba yerische Motoren Werke, or 
BMW, and thus its founding date is 
regarded as the establishment of the 
BMW Group that we know today.

The round logo, with the 
letters BMW, and the 
stylised propeller, designed 
with the Bavarian national 
col-ours of blue and 
white, is first registered 
as a patented trademark. 
By the end of the 1920s 
the logo is being used in 
advertising for the company.

The first motorbike 
produced by the 
company, the BMW 
R 32, is presented at 
the German Motor 
Show in Berlin. The 
R 32 features a 
horizontally opposed 
twin-cylinder four-
stroke Boxer engine.

The first units of the 
BMW i8 plug-in sports 
car hybrid are handed 
over to customers at 
BMW Welt in Mu-nich.

BMW celebrates its 
100th anniversary 
with a gala event at 
Munich’s Olympiahalle 
multi-purpose arena.

START

The sixth-generation BMW 7 Series is 
launched, and BMW’s flagship luxury 
sedan continues a long tradition of 
leading the way in automotive innovation, 
with the new model introducing 
breakthrough features such as gesture 
control, remotely controlled parking, and 
a body structure with carbon core.

The BMW i3 enters production 
in Leipzig, marking a new era in 
sustainability motoring for the 
company. The i3 is the first car from 
the company that was designed 
from the ground up to be powered 
by an all-electric drivetrain.

A 100 YEARS  
OF INNOVATION

We look back at some of the key milestones in the history of BMW, from its humble 
beginnings to the automotive leader it has become today
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The Future of Mobility
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BMW enters automobile 
production by 
manufacturing the 3/15 
PS, a licensed version of 
the Austin Seven from 
Britain. Within four years 
BMW would go on to 
build its own in-house 
designed car, the 3/20 PS.

The first BMW to sport 
a six-cylinder engine, the 
BMW 303, is unveiled at the 
International Motor Show 
in Berlin. It is also the first 
car to feature the signature 
kidney-shaped grille that 
has since adorned all BMW 
cars even up till today.

BMW premieres the 
1500 at the Frankfurt 
International Motor Show, 
which heralds the start of 
the ‘New Class’ which was 
to prove to be a pivotal 
point in BMW’s success.

BMW M GmbH is established, 
and the company is put in 
charge of BMW’s motorsport 
activities, developing race 
cars, as well as producing 
sporty models for road use. 

BMW presents its first ever 
all-wheel-drive model, the 325i 
all-wheel-drive. 1985 also marks 
the debut of the BMW M3, 
a car that would capture the 
imagination of driving enthusiasts 
for many years to come.

The first of the new 
MINI rolls off the 
assembly line at the 
comprehensively 
modernised production 
plant in Oxford, 
United Kingdom, 
the original home of 
the classic Mini.

BMW presents the vehicle concept of 
the Sports Activity Vehicle at the Detroit 
Auto Show. The BMW X5 combines 
sportiness typical of the brand with 
the versatile qualities of an all-wheel 
vehicle and thereby es-tablishes a new 
market segment with this concept.

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Limited comes under the 
auspices of the BMW 
Group, and the first car to be 
pro-duced from the company 
in the new era at Goodwood 
is the Rolls-Royce Phantom.

BMW i is established, a new 
sub-brand dedicated to innovative 
automobile technology developments, 
such as mobility services and 
electrically powered automobiles. 
Sustainability will be a core philosophy 
driving the BMW i brand.

At the Olympic Games in Munich, 
a BMW 1602 Elektro is used as a 
support vehicle for the marathon 
race. This is the first pure 
electrically powered automobile 
under the BMW brand.

BMW marks its 
racing debut with 
the 2.0-litre BMW 
328 sports car. With 
Ernst Jakob Henne 
at the helm, the car 
wins the Eiffel Race 
at the Nurburgring 
with a start-to-
finish victory.
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P
addle shifters have 
come a long way, 
since their induction 
into the Formula 

1’s seemingly non-exhaustive list 
of driving tech wizardry. These 
seemingly, non-disruptive, steering 
mounted switches are possibly one 
of the biggest game-changers to the 
course of automotive history and 
are possibly the culprits behind the 
extinction of the stick-shifting.

The inevitable outcome of rapidly 
advancing technology and the means to 
manufacture automatic transmissions 
and their related gadgetry on a 
massive scale have led to paddle-
shifters finding homes in typical cars 
that ply the road on the daily basis. 
Paddle-shifters, once thought as 
equipment only available on race-bred 
cars, are a reality in passenger cars. 

If you must know, paddle-shifters 
provide automatic transmission 
users with the capability to select 
individual gears when the need 
arises. This is especially important 
in hilly terrain, of which Singapore is 

devoid of. This situation then created 
a rift of neglect, with the paddle-
shifter function sitting all forlorn, 
as the automatic transmission’s 
synapse and response time improved 
tremendously, so much so that it does 
not warrant the paddle-shifters’ use.

I have to argue to disagree with the 
notion that using the paddle-shifters 
signifies an aggressive driving mood. 
Driving with paddle-shifters is possibly 
the closest you can get to manually 
switching the cogs in a world riddled 
with automatic gearboxes. In fact, 
swapping each gear individually will 
allow you to experience a part of the 
engine and gearbox that you’ve never 
felt before, the peak torque as the 
revolutions rise, how each gear swaps 
to the next ever-so harmoniously...

Maybe I sound like I am speaking 
in riddles, or dreaming of utopia, but 
truth of the fact is, driving doesn’t get 
more exciting than being in full control 
of your car. Paddle-shifters allow for a 
quick overtaking move at your absolute 
convenience; tap the left paddle just 
once, watch the revs climb, hit the 

signal indicator and give the throttle 
a boot full and complete it by shifting 
up once again to quell the revs, before 
signalling back into the middle lane.

Now, apart from piling on the 
revs and working the fuel injectors, 
paddle-shifting also helps to save a 
little brake pad skin. This technique is 
commonly known as engine-braking, 
something that manual car drivers 
perform in their hey days to help the 
car decelerate naturally and is still 
utilised in motorsports. Downshifting 
engages the lower cog, which runs 
smaller than the higher cog, effectively 
using the engine’s retarding forces 
to slow the car’s speed. In today’s 
automatic cars however, the trouble of 
clutching in to swap gears is negated, 
making it a lot easier to perform engine 
braking, allow you to relief the brake 
pads of the hard stomping action that 
so many of us are accustomed to.

If you are just as motor-headed 
as me, paddle-shifting is almost an 
absolute on the race circuit, allowing 
you to perform engine-braking and 
selecting the right gear for the right 

TEXT AND PHOTOS AARON HIA

PADDLES, USE THEM
Our man says that the flappy paddles should be used, even for the 

normalcy that is street driving
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corner, rather than relying on the car’s 
natural instinct to upshift whenever 
the right opportunity comes along. 
This would roughly put you on par 
with the manual-totting cars. Afterall, 
driving is an experience, not a chore.

The whole idea of Formula 1 bringing 
technology down to the masses is true 
after all. Don’t get me wrong, paddle-
shifters don’t make your car any faster 
or racier, but they serve a purpose 
far greater than looking just fancy 
on your steering wheel. For fellow 
readers who have no paddle-shifters, 
the step-tronic gear shifting technique 
is just as equally exciting. Meanwhile 
for me, I will just envy modern day 
cars with built-in paddle-shifters while 
dreaming of such technology on my 
gated transmission hatchback… 
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N
on-drivers seem to 
think driving is like 
a walk through a 
secret garden; they 

have this warped impression that 
everything is simple and dandy as “you 
just sit, steer, accelerate and brake”.

Yeah right.
As somebody who spends half of 

his day behind the wheel on the road 
(testing cars, attending one press event 
to another, heading to photo-shoot 
locations), I can tell you that driving is 
more than meets the eye; and I’m sure 
the majority of readers are nodding 
your head in agreement right now.

Besides sitting on the driver’s 
seat to control the steering wheel, 
accelerator, brake and for cars with 
manual transmission, clutching in and 
out, changing gears, you also have 
to concentrate on the road ahead 
and even your surroundings. As 
you can see, that’s a lot of physical 
coordination at play, which should 
also explain how driving does tire 
you at times. For parents driving their 
children around, it takes even extra 
effort having to constantly check 

on the kids and entertain them.
Then there will be occasions when 

the whole world decides to go against 
you, ending up with you having to 
race- I mean rush, from one place to the 
other; I’ve been through such situations 
before hence whenever I notice a car 
being driven as though from a scene 
of Fast & Furious, I would try my best 
to give them the right of way. Why so? 
Firstly, you wouldn’t know what sort 
of emergency they’re in. Secondly, I 
don’t need to be involved in an accident 
with such said car(s) in case the driver 
loses self-control in their haste. 

Sometimes, being tailgated and/
or at the receiving end of a series of 
flashing headlamps is highly irritating; 
however with my capability of being 
Zen these days, I could actually 
remain calm and give them the right 
of way. (If I were younger, a flying 
finger or fist of fury would ensue…)

But of course, how could you miss 
the sort of driver who hogs the fastest 
lane at crawling speed, those who stick 
to the speed limit, or go even slower, 
without a care in the world. Again, at 
this age I would simply practice some 

patience and find a way to pass them, 
no point getting all worked up because 
no matter what you do, there will 
always be more of them. Hence, move 
along and don’t waste your energy.

What I’m trying to get at here is 
the fact that I am more patient and 
understanding towards other road 
users. However, the growing frustration 
now is towards pedestrians.

Yes, you’re reading that right, pedestrians.
The ones who do not take caution 

at zebra crossing and always assume 
vehicles would stop to let them pass. 

Them who dash across the road without 
thinking twice, most times coming 
eerily close to being another statistic. 

They who still insist on crossing 
the road dandily despite the red 
man already coming on.

The sort who walk on the road 
(instead of pavement) looking 
at their phones and not paying 
attention to their surrounding.

Last but not least the nonchalant 
ones who, despite knowing that a car 
is reversing in or out of a parking lot, 
will walk directly behind/in front of the 
said car. This particular type poses the 

TEXT AND PHOTOS AZFAR HASHIM

PEDESTRIANS, PLAY YOUR PART!

While frustration with other road users seem already mind-numbing, 
the issue with deer-like pedestrians are of another concern
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biggest danger to drivers; uncountable 
times, I’ve faced them. Even after 
making sure it is all safe and clear, like 
haunting spirits, they would appear out 
of nowhere! If not for (a) a good set of 
reverse sensors, (b) eyes that rove for 
moving objects and (c) reflexes, the 
inevitable would’ve happened for sure.

And here’s the worst thing: If a driver 
hits a pedestrian, even if it’s not the 
driver’s fault or fully the driver’s fault, 
the arms of the law will still reach for 
the driver. Google search such cases 
in the past and you’d be surprised 
how the driver either gets the full 
liability or the bigger accountability. 

I don’t know about you, but this 
particular bit of the law can come across 
as unfair for drivers. It’s just unfortunate 
the law constantly thinks that the person 
behind the wheel should always be 
extra careful and responsible; so when 
coming into contact with a ‘defenseless’ 
pedestrian, the driver will be blamed.

Because of that, I urge you dear 
pedestrians to please be careful and 
spare a thought for us drivers. While we 
constantly have to keep a look out for 
you, as it is our responsibility and also 
because the law requires us to, please 
do your part to make the roads even 
safer. Be more alert, be less selfish. 
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O
utside of Wheels 
Asia, I do write 
about motoring stuff 
elsewhere as well. 

Some of it are similarly to the content 
here, namely automotive news and 
reviews and such, but increasingly, 
I’ve also been asked to contribute 
opinion pieces about various hot button 
topics pertaining to transport issues in 
Singapore. Sort of like a slightly more 
serious version of this column, with a 
bit of in-depth analysis, you might say.

Like anything in Singapore, there’s 
always plenty to talk about when it 
comes to transport. In fact, I’ll probably 
argue, especially transport, because 
it’s one of the things which I daresay 
the majority of the population are 
unsatisfied with. Almost every aspect 
of our transport system has grounds 
for criticism, and it seems that we 
have a long way to go before we can 
call our transport system world-class.

Some of these problems stem from 
operational issues, but a lot of them 
are actually results of flawed policies, 
some of which can come across as quite 
bizarre to anyone who’s not familiar 

with the workings of our country. For 
us residents, knowing how this place 
is run, we can only really shrug our 
shoulders and hope that things change 
for the better (which they often do 
not), in the meanwhile trying our best 
to raise the issue in a bid to influence 
the authorities to see some sense.

Take the topic of green motoring 
for example, a relevant issue given 
the recent hoopla over Tesla here 
in Singapore. For the uninitiated, 
here’s a quick rundown: someone 
here decided to self-import a Tesla 
Model S into Singapore. Like with all 
cars here, the Model S was subject 
to homologation tests to ensure that 
it was compliant for our roads. After 
many months of delays, mainly because 
this ‘new-age’ Model S electric car 
bamboozled all the authorities and 
sent them into a confused tizzy, the 
car was certified as ‘polluting’ and 
slapped with a surcharge, because 
of the unusual way the authorities 
measured the electric car’s emissions.

There’s a lot written about this saga 
elsewhere already, inciting plenty of 
debate and talking points, so I shall 

not go into them further. But for me, 
such an incident clearly illustrates how 
outdated our authorities are when it 
comes to transport matters, and how 
stubborn they can be when they come 
across something which goes against 
the grain. Anything that is out-of-the-
ordinary from their narrowly-defined 
scope of regulations is viewed with 
disdain and suspicion, somehow.

Electric cars are not new. They’ve 
been in existence for the better part of 
a decade now. To say that there is no 
system to regulate them here speaks 
poorly of a supposedly forward-thinking 
first-world country. And it’s such a 
shame, because if anything, Singapore 
is clearly the most ideal place for electric 
cars to flourish. It’s a small country, 
and therefore the majority of drivers 
cover relatively short distances on their 
journeys, perfectly within range of most 
electric cars. Charging shouldn’t be 
a problem too, given that most folks 
merely drive to and from work and home, 
and leave their cars parked for hours 
on end, so with well-located charging 
points, nobody has to worry about 
recharging their electric vehicles here.

TEXT BEN CHIA PHOTOS MANUFACTURERS

GOING BLUE OVER  GOING GREEN

For all the talk about Singapore going green, the notable lack of action in this 
area has been especially disappointing
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But with every new breakthrough 
technology, there always has to be 
some form of assistance to get it off the 
ground. Electric cars need the obvious 
infrastructure set up, in the form of 
charging points and such. Basically 
they need somewhere to ‘fuel up’, like 
petrol stations for normal cars. And yet 
EV charging points have been slow to 
proliferate here, with only a handful of 
them located in some shopping malls and 
office buildings, set up by private entities. 
The authorities thus far have been 
reluctant to commit to public charging 
points, and no wonder, with the Ministry 
of Transport’s stance being that when 
it comes to cars, they want to remain 
‘technology neutral’, not favouring any 
form of technology over another, hence 
their reluctance to provide support.

It results in a ridiculous chicken-and-
egg situation, especially given that the 

majority of people here live in public 
housing. Car buyers are unwilling to 
opt for electric cars, with the lack of 
charging points a genuine worry. The 
dearth of electric cars meanwhile 
makes it financially unviable for any 
private company to step in and set 
up an entire electric car charging 
infrastructure around the island. 
Something has got to give in order to 
break out of this ridiculous state of flux.

There are more silly policies regarding 
the regulation of electric cars here 
too, but let’s reserve that discussion 
for another day. Meanwhile, let’s just 
hope that the automotive industry 
is able to exert enough pressure 
onto the authorities to make them 
see the light with regards to electric 
vehicles. Otherwise I’ll just be talking 
about the same old thing again 
and again for years to come. 

53May 2016 // 



feature
TEXT BEN CHIA AND JONATHAN TAN PHOTOS JONATHAN TAN

B
y and large, prospective 
car owners are either 
going to be eye-balling 
COE (Certificate of 

Entitlement) prices in the hope of 
getting a new car at the lowest possible 
price, or trawling the classifieds for a 
great deal on a car that’s pre-owned.  

The idea here, is that if you have 
$50,000 to stump up for a ride; 
would it make better sense (or cents) 
to go for a car that’s fresh off the 
factory line, or is it an opportunity to 
make a move for a fancier car that 
you’ve always wanted, albeit a little 
matured in age and condition. 

With some three years left on the 
clock, Ben’s old Mitsubishi Lancer is 
running onto the tail end of its lifetime 
and he’s on the passive lookout for 
his next ride. With COE prices likely 

BEN CHIA

JONATHAN TAN

to inch downwards following recent 
announcements of an increased 
quota, the money could go a long 
way towards sorting out the down-
payment for a brand new ride. 

By contrast, Jonathan and his dad 
have recently used that same amount 
of money to pay for a new family car 
in full. And the W211 Mercedes-Benz 
E200 Kompressor that recently joined 
the family checked one off the bucket 
list for his dad, who’s always wanted 
a car with the three-pointed star. 

BC Hey man, nice car you got there!
JT Thanks. It’s a 2008 Mercedes-

Benz E200 Kompressor, and I got it for just 
$50,000! It helped that we knew the seller 
and was able to get a ‘friendship’ price!

BC Cool. Any problems with it so far?
JT Well, there are a couple of 

things… scratches on the front fender, 

side skirt, a broken side signal cover, 
peeling upholstery and even a weird 
dangly bit of cable at the rear bumper. 
Don’t even get me started on the 
other scratches on the windows…

BC Ah, you see, this is why I’m 
always wary about getting a second-
hand car. There’s always bound to 
be problems that you’ll have to fix. I 
should know. When I got my own car 
I spent quite a big chunk of money 
afterwards doing it up, just to get it 
up to decent condition. Thankfully I 
had the spare funds then to mend it, 
but it was more the inconvenience, 
the fact that the car had to spend 
time in the shop, that annoyed me.

Whereas for a brand new car, 
everything is, well, brand new. It’s in 
perfect condition, fresh from the factory 
and ready to go. You don’t have to worry 

Let’s Talk!

SAME OLD BRAND  
NEW DEBATE

The boys question the cents and sensibility of buying a car brand-new or pre-loved.
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Let’s Talk: New Car vs Old Car

E-Class as we know it had sorted out 
all the major faults with the electronics. 
The really sweet deal here is that 
because we’re acquainted with the 
previous owner, we know that the 
car has been very under-utilised. How 
has it clocked just 46,000km after 
all this time? The car though, could 
have been kept in better condition. 

BC I can see how some can be 
tempted to go for a car like yours. A lot 
of people justify it with “For less than 
the price of a new car, look at what you 
can get!” But like I mentioned earlier, 
a used car often comes with baggage, 
and it’s often not so simple financially 
than simply paying the sticker price.

The price you paid for the Merc is 
only about enough to make the down-
payment for the Ciaz here, and you’ll 
have probably have to finance the rest 
of it if you want to drive away with 
the brand new car. But think of the 
other costs. Like you detailed earlier, 
there’s a number of things to fix with 
the Mercedes, and by the time you’re 
done with it, and having to account for 
larger servicing costs, the final amount 
you’ll end up paying could be much 
more than you’ve expected. Whereas 
for a new car, you more or less already 

What it be then, 
a brand new car 
without the hassle 
and fuss of having to 
worry about repairs, 
or a second hand 
car that you’ve been 
so long to own on 
the bucket list? Our 
writers debate this 
out with the Suzuki 
Ciaz RS and the 
W211 E-Class from 
Mercedes-Benz

much about it for the next few years, 
except for regular routine servicing. 
Especially a simple Japanese car like 
this Suzuki Ciaz here, designed to be at 
your service for your daily driving duties, 
nothing more nothing less. Besides, 
collecting a brand new car from the 
dealership is always an experience 
to savour, and you’ll feel assured, 
knowing that you’re the first owner to 
be enjoying your sweet, sweet ride.

JT You’re absolutely right to say 
that nothing beats the feeling you 
get when you collect the keys to a 
spanking new ride, complete with 
the smell of freshly tanned leather. 
But on my end, it pains me to know 
that after emptying out my savings, 
I’ve still got to deal with financing 
the car for a couple more years. 

I do hear your point that whenever we 
buy an older car, there’s a huge degree 
of uncertainty because we never know 
exactly what’s going to happen to it, 
or if there are any maintenance issues 
to deal with. That’s where research 
comes in to know a little bit more about 
the model and ownership history. 

In this case, the W211 was 
manufactured in 2008, and is the face-
lifted version of this third-generation 
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know what you’re getting, since the 
payments are pretty much already set 
in stone for the next couple of years. 
There’s a less likely chance of nasty 
surprises, and you can keep motoring 
on with fewer issues to worry about.

Also, with Singapore’s COE system as 
it is, a brand new car gives you a fresh 
10 year COE to drive on, whereas for a 
used car, you have to make do with the 
remaining tenure, in your case a mere 
30 months, I know these two cars are 
not really an apple-to-apple comparison, 
but this does impact on a hidden cost of 
motoring: depreciation, i.e. how much 
money you lose over the years. Right 
now, the Ciaz will shed about $9,000 a 
year, but your E-Class loses a whopping 
$25,000 a year or so if driven to the end. 
Of course this is just a simple calculation, 
not accounting for other factors like 
PARF and scrap value (which complicates 
things and may result in a lower figure), 
but you broadly get the picture.

JT It is definitely a gamble that 
we’ve made with an old car. But at least 
for the money we’ve paid, my dad’s 
got to finally own a car with the three-
pointed star on the bonnet. It’s a bit of 
a life-long aim for him and it does make 
sense. After all, the W211 E-Class is a 
very reliable car that’s very comfortable 

on the inside, rear-wheel driven and with 
a capable-enough performance from that 
1.8-litre supercharged engine putting 
out some 181bhp. Of course, we won’t 
know exactly how well it still holds its 
power, but everything still works fine, 
and I do hope it continues to do so. 

Aside from the obvious aesthetic 
maintenance that’s wanting, the 
drivetrain, suspension, brakes and other 
bits that are essential to operating the 
car safely still check out. And with an 
appointment already made at the body 
shop, the car’s going to get a makeover 
which will see it look as good as new. 

Should the car continue to drive 
well without any major problems, 
renewing its COE is definitely on the 
cards. And for the price we’ve paid, 
it’s a really good deal given that we’ve 
got the prestige factor, the emotional 
factor, performance and comfort factor 
all checked off. The downside, as 
you’ve rightly pointed out is its age. 

BC Fair enough, I can see that the 
car is still in decent nick, and mostly runs 
well still. But you can’t deny that it does 
feel its age a little bit. I mean, it does 
lack a fair bit of amenities that newer 
cars these days get. Even a supposedly 
basic car like the Ciaz here comes with 
modern stuff such as a reverse camera, 
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Let’s Talk: New Car vs Old Car

satellite navigation and Bluetooth 
connectivity, all items your E-Class lacks. 

Indeed, you only need to look at 
the generation of E-Class that came 
after yours to see how fast automotive 
technology has moved on in recent years. 
That particular model has stuff such as 
radar-guided cruise control, engine start-
stop, and lane departure warning systems. 
And if you wait for the brand new model 
coming soon, you’ll even get things like 
semi-autonomous driving and self-
parking. In no time yours will look like an 
antiquated showpiece from another era.

JT Think of it as an arms race, 
where there will always be newer, 
better, bigger, cooler gadgetry. Does 
it matter, sure it does, but what’s 
important is really how the car drives. 
And I’m sure that a purist like you will 
appreciate the honesty of a good drive 
first, before being swayed by amenities 
that come with new cars these days. 

While my Mercedes is a lot more 
basic that the Ciaz here, it’s got an 
aftermarket reverse camera and a sturdy 
on-board computer to track essentials 
like speed, frugality and range right on 

the dashboard. Plus, this is a car that’s 
actually desirable and not an option 
we’re going for because of price. 

The little niggles definitely exist, but 
with an older car, I can definitely drive 
with a little less anxiety. Scratches 
won’t weigh on my conscience as 
much as it will if it happened to a 
new car, and if anything untoward 
does happen, I can still scrap the car 
without any big losses. *touch wood*

Ultimately, while there’s nothing wrong 
with buying a car for practical reasons, 
there are choices that can be made. Do 
we go for something new for practical 
reasons, or because we actually desire 
the machine? Or could we instead make 
a move for something older but one that’s 
going to hit the spot where satisfaction is 
concerned. With some effort, it can be a 
rewarding experience that could perhaps 
be more rewarding. Not to mention, it 
could be possible for us to be able to own 
several different cars in our lifetime.

It’s a balance to be found, but I think 
we’re definitely in agreement that 
as long as that car can drive well, it’s 
one that will do well for the driver. 

New or Old? Our writers debate between getting a car of your dreams, albeit 
second-hand or a brand new car, with only the down payment settled.
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BlackVue: Above The Horizon Dealers’  Appreciation 2016

L
oud cheers and 
fanfare erupt from 
a ballroom, perched 
on a high balcony 

from the classy beach, overlooking 
the Southern coast of Singapore, 
as attendees clinked wine glasses, 
beating the tropical heat and 
relished in the moment of success, 
joy, celebrating yet another good 
year with BlackVue Singapore.

As the leading in-car DVR (digital 
video recorder) brand here in 
Singapore, BlackVue Singapore 
was extremely pleased to host 
this celebratory lunch for its much-
appreciated and valued dealers here 
in Singapore on the 20th of March 
2016 at the up-class resort hotel of 

Shangri-La Rasa Sentosa.
Breaking the session proper, 

Mr Gary Chia, Product Manager 
for Wow! Gadgets Pte Ltd, 
took to the stage and thanked 
everyone for their presence and 
continuous support for the brand, 
reinforcing its strong standing in 
the market with multiple video 
recordings showing instances 
where the brand’s DVRs faithfully 
safeguarded the individuals that 
had purchased them, through 
instances that were by no means, 
faulted by themselves.

Mr Chia then took the opportunity 
to introduce a suite of exciting 
products for the year ahead, 
which included the BlackVue Fleet 

Management systems that allow 
managers a more holistic control over 
their fleet of commercial vehicles. 
Enhancements include the release of 
the DR650GW-2CH IR cameras that 
promise even greater clarity in dark 
environments, which doubles as a 
great parking camera with compatible 
accessories, such as the screen 
display. Thanks to BlackVue’s savvy 
“Over the Cloud” function, managers 
can now monitor their commercial 
fleet live, which seamlessly and 
instantaneously tap onto the 
online storage function available, 
saving critical files that cannot be 
tampered or deleted by accident.

Mr John Lee, Deputy Head of 
Pittasoft’s overseas sales was 

the special guest for the day, as 
he gave dealers a further insight 
into the Korean company’s values, 
reinstated the company’s utter 
commitment to its products and 
happily announced its newly-
found partnership with the world-
renowned Formula Drift competition.

Apart from an afternoon of 
tucking in, partying and exciting 
magic shows, Mr John Lee took 
to the stage once again to present 
awards to fellow dealers as a token 
of heartfelt appreciation for their 
unwavering support. Later, a Bingo 
draw that was conducted before 
the end of the lunch saw fellow 
dealers walking away with prizes 
that many could only envy. 

BLACKVUE: ABOVE THE HORIZON
DEALERS’ APPRECIATION 2016

BlackVue Singapore celebrates yet another successful year with its dealers 
as it looks to continue leading the in-car DVR race
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B
lack suits, sharp ties, 
flowing gowns and the 
clinking of cocktail glasses 
are just accessories to the 

resounding celebration that happened on 
the 13th of March at the Shangri-La Hotel 
Orchard’s Tower Ball Room. Celebrating 
its 15th anniversary here in Singapore, 
Bridgestone Tyre Sales Singapore had 
cordially invited its fellow dealers and media 
for a night of celebration with the stars.

Mr Michael Tan, Managing Director of 
Bridgestone Tyre Sales Singapore Pte Ltd 
taking to the stage and warmly thanked 
everyone for their kind attendance. It has 
been a good 15 years since Bridgestone 
Tyre Sales Singapore Pte Ltd opened their 

doors, back in 2001. To celebrate such 
a significant milestone for the company, 
the order for this year’s celebration was 
a little more special; a black tie event 
to commemorate 15 good years of 
overwhelming sales and support for the 
world-renowned tyre manufacturer.

To add verve to such a momentous 
occasion, an LED dragon dance troupe 
was invited to perform the opening 
ceremony, as well as local celebrity, Ms 
Liu Ling Ling, who performed for the 
audience of the night, who tucked into 
a hearty full course of delectable dishes 
that tickled every heart and belly.

What would a night of celebrate 
be without the people that helped 

write the success for Bridgestone 
Tyre Sales Singapore Pte Ltd, than 
the staff and its treasured dealers? 
Awards were presented to the Top 
Achievers, while a lucky draw was 
conducted to bated breaths, as the 
bonus lucky draw prize, two Bridgestone 
incentive trip tickets worth $12,000 
was given out to the lucky ones.

Amidst the cheerful vocals, the 
joyful banter and clinking of glasses, 
many dealers doused in the joyous 
spirit as they look forward to the 
year ahead with Bridgestone, the 
one trusted tyre manufacturer who 
puts immense passion into making 
journeys great and memorable. 

BRIDGESTONE 15TH  
ANNIVERSARY DINNER  2016
Just as glitzy as it gets, the glamour at Bridgestone’s 15th Anniversary Dinner reaches an all-
new high as the world-renowned tyre manufacturer celebrates yet another successful year
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Bridgestone 15th Anniversary Dinner  2016

BRIDGESTONE 2015 TOP ACHIEVERS 
(IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)

01 AIK KOON TYRE & BATTERY 
 CO PTE LTD
02 AUTO-PIT (S) PTE LTD 
03 BENG HENG TYRES 
 BATTERIES PRIVATE LIMITED 
04 C-H-NEO TRADING
05 CLH TYRES TRADING 
06 EVERFIT MOTOR PTE LTD
07 FREEWE PTE LTD 
08 GATEWAY-RIKEN 
 TIRES PTE LTD  
09 H TYRE PTE LTD  
10 HOCK THYE SENG 
 CO PTE LTD
11 HWA KONG TRADING 
 CO PTE LTD  
12 JURONG TYRE 
 SERVICE PTE LTD
13 KHAI WAH BATTERY 
 & TYRE PTE LTD 
14 L S TYRES & 

 AUTOMOTIVE PTE LTD 
15 LEE BENG TYRE 
 & BATTERY CO 
16 SOUTH EAST TYRE CO
17 SUM SOON TYRES & 
 BATTERY SERVICE 
18 TOM’S TYRE PTE LTD  
19 TONG HIN & CO
20 TS AUTO ACCESSORIES 
 & TRADING
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YELLOW FEVER

M
ention ‘quattro’ to 
any car-speaking 
individual and there 
is instant recognition. 

Audi has been touting its permanent, 
intelligent all-wheel drive system since 
the days of Group B long-gone and 
that has paid off handsomely. Today, 
all that supreme rallying technology 
from the German automotive giant 
has now been commercialised for 
the public roads, increasing the 
thrill and exhilaration that one can 
surely derive from driving an Audi.

Seated as one of the top tier sport 
models in Audi’s line-up, the S3 
inherits much of Audi’s sporty DNA, 
accumulated from its entries into 
multiple motorsport disciplines. Take 
its 2 litre TFSI engine for example, its 
capabilities are almost surreal, churning 
350Nm of usable torque from just 
2,500rpm, all thanks to a methodically-
sorted array of technology, ranging 
from turbocharger to reinforced cylinder 
block technology. All this comes inline 
with Audi’s quattro tech to provide 
maximum performance and pleasure 
in any environment imaginable.

In today’s relatively high COE 
(Certificate of Entitlement) environment, 

The outgoing premium compact class Audi S3 gets a dose of tuning 

goodness to complement its already-brilliant Quattro system

Text and photos AARON HIA

t ing premium compact class Audi S3 gets a dose of tuning 
tt ystem

it isn’t hard to find cars that are reaching 
the twilight of their lifespan. As long 
as they’re properly taken care of, any 
car can outlast its 10-year tenure and 
this yellow Audi S3 is one that has 
been left in the possession of Chee 
Chong, who is by no means any lesser 
of an automotive enthusiast. Previously 
the owner of a Suzuki Swift Sport, 
Chee Chong carried the passion and 
enthusiasm of automotive tuning 
over to his new continental machine. 
Although parts and means of tuning 
were slightly different, these were easily 
negated by the fact that Chee Chong 
did extensive reading-up while leaving 
the tuning to the expert hands over at 
ST Powered, a renowned car tuning 
specialist workshop here in Singapore.

Wanting to build something feisty, yet 
casual enough for street driving, Chee 
Chong set out to further strengthen 
the engine’s integrity by fitting proven 
aftermarket parts, such as strengthened 
engine and transmission mounts. A set 
of valve springs from Ferrea replaced 
the stock set of springs, due to their 
improved heat-resistant properties 
that ensures stability in high engine 
revolution situations. Retaining the stock 
turbocharger, power is simply upped 

by the fitment of a Blitz open-pod air 
intake filter, fitted to a Password JDM 
reducer connected by an ITG piping 
kit. An Audi RS4 fuel return valve is 
installed to provide stable fuel pressure 
as the final piece of the air-fuel mixture 
puzzle, while a custom tune from the 
genius at ST Powered harmonises both 
parts. With power taken care of, the 
stock clutch was replaced with a reliable 
piece from DXD, a Stage 3 Endurance 
pack that could easily take the high-
revving punishment from the TFSI 
engine, alongside a BSH Bulletproof 
PCV Revamp that takes care of common 
issues such as boost and oil leaks.

As most gearheads would say, 
“Power is nothing without control” and 
Chee Chong knows dearly, since he 
went through the period with the Swift 
Sport, which relied mostly on cornering 
abilities to keep up with the folks with 
larger capacity engines. To keep the car 
propped up against lateral G forces, a set 
of premium KW Clubsport coilover was 
installed. Citing reasons that the car would 
be on the public roads more than the track, 
the Clubsport variant is the best choice he 
could settle for without rattling each and 
every bone in his body. Complementing 
the coilover was a set of thick, H&R 

The outgoing S3 
remains a fun car to 
drive, especially after 
extensive tuning 
and customisation 
by its owner
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Audi S3 2.0 (A)

anti-roll bars in the front and rear and 
SuperPro’s lower control arms upfront. To 
add an even greater dimension of control, 
a Haldex controller and a Peloqin ATB 
differential was installed to provide the 
desired amount of traction as Chee Chong 
wished for. Like adding the final dash of 
salt and pepper, a set of Spoon’s rigid 
collars was installed to properly align the 
subframe’s geometry with the chassis. To 
keep braking practical, a set of Hawk HP 
Plus brake pads was installed, since these 
provided more than sufficient braking 
power with good anti-fade properties.

The exterior of the S3 has been left 
relatively unscathed, save for a few 
cosmetic touch-ups and decals all around 
the car. What sticks out the most, is the 
set of pristine Enkei RS05RR multi-
spoked wheels that neatly complement 
the stocky outlook of the car. These 
are dutifully shod in Michelin rubber.

Inside the S3 is where signs of track 
fever is clearly present; with the rear of 
the car almost stripped clean, save for the 
set of Bose speakers that survived the 
lightening process. The stock leather seats 
have since been replaced with a set of 
hugging full bucket seats, a Recaro for the 
driver and a limited edition Bride Japan Zeta 
III for the passenger. To allow Chee Chong 
to view the full engine vital stats of the car, 
the Ultra gauge provides a telling list of 
critical engine information, while the 52mm 
Defi boost gauge displays boost pressure.

Citing a possible COE renewal 
scenario, Chee Chong has further plans 
to keep his S3 in-check with the latest 
developments from Audi, as the newer 
S3 gradually becomes a common sight 
on the roads. With that in mind, you 
can be pretty sure that this particular 
2007 Audi sportback will continue to 
roam the roads for quite a while! 
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 Ducatus 5W50 Engine Oil
Packed with lubricating goodness for 
your car’s engine, the Ducatus 5W50 
promises ultimate euro specifications. 
Made with PAO, Ester and other 
premium additives, the engine oil 
possesses excellent oil temperature 
regulation as well as viscosity to reduce 
fluidity and lack of pressure.
UTS
Tel: 6844 2806 or 6844 2860

 Ducatus 5W40 Engine Oil
This fully-synthetic petrol engine oil is 
formulated with superior additivies. The 
5W40 variant provides excellent engine 
performance and is highly suitable 
for engines equipped with emission 
controlling devices. Good to know that 
it also meets the latest API standard EU 
specifications such as the EURO 4 engine 
emissions requirement.
UTS
Tel: 6844 2806 or 6844 2860

 Combat Ant Killing Bait Strips
Ants are a common issue, especially if you park 
in woody and shady areas. Not that they want 
to, but cars provide a liveable and conducive 
environment to build their colonies, which can 
lead to a bigger problem. Combat Ant Killing 
Bait Strips is specially designed for use in hard-
to-reach places and formulated to eliminate the 
ant colonies in just hours.
Sensatec (Asia) Pte Ltd 
www.facebook.com/armorallsingapore

 Advanti Racing 20th 
Anniversary Rim

To celebrate the milestone that is the brand’s 20th year, Advanti Racing is 
releasing this milestone edition rim to commemorate the brand’s coming. 
Influenced by the powers of success, strength and swift decisiveness, 
this multi-spoked rim, crafted with DST technology possesses the right 
characteristics of a sporty rim. Available in 17” and 18” dimensions in 
various offsets and specifications.
www.facebook.com/yhisingapore
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 DR650GW-2CH
The BlackVue DR650GW-2CH is a sleeker, 
more compact option of its predecessor. 
Not only is it all-black and more stealthy, 
it sports improvements, such as a clearer 
video and improved recording bit rate. 
As usual, it possesses a forward facing 
camera with a 2.4MP Sony EXMOR 
CMOS Sensor that records away in 
intense 1920 x 1080 Full High Definition 
quality. Aside from the usual parking 
and event modes, the camera allows 
one to connect via WIFI for the ultimate 
convenience of playing live or recorded 
videos, as well as seamless transferring 
of video files without the removal of the 
micro SD card.
Wow! Gadgets Pte Ltd 
Tel: 6100 9691

 DL330A Driver State Monitor
The Vuemate DL330A comes with high performance camera, 
SOC and an image processor, intelligently detecting a driver’s 
state like drowsiness, negligence in keeping eyes forward, and 
face departure by monitoring the driver’s face, eyes and pupils 
in real-time while driving. It cognitively alerts the driver to the 
danger of each state by both the indication LEDs and various 
warning sounds from a built-in loudspeaker.
Wow! Gadgets Pte Ltd 
Tel: 6100 9691

 Delphi Battery
Car batteries are probably one of the most hard-worked 
components, yet overlooked and stretched for long 
periods of time. Delphi batteries are one of the best in 
the business, providing much needed electrical-juice to 
your car. Patented technologies and features ensure that 
Delphi batteries do not lose their stored voltage through 
extended periods of time. These are maintenance-free 
and sealed for an ease of mind as well.
UTS
Tel: 6844 2806 or 6844 2860

 Combat Roach Killing 
Bait Strips

Consuming food in the car can lead to 
bigger problems, especially if they are 
not properly taken care of afterwards. 
Hidden scraps will attract roaches, while 
can pose a hygiene issue and are hard 
to eliminate afterwards. Combat Roach 
Killing Bait Strips is perfect for placing in 
hard-to-reach places in the cabin, while 
working quickly to eliminate the source 
of the problem with its fast working and 
effective formula.
Sensatec (Asia) Pte Ltd 
www.facebook.com/
armorallsingapore
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 Alpha Bravo Dover Backpack
Designed so well it’s practically a work of art, 
TUMI’s Alpha Bravo Dover will certainly up 
the cool factor. A new addition to TUMI’s best-
selling Alpha Bravo collection, the slim backpack 
sets a new sophistication for day bags with its 
distinctly stylish detailing. The well-organized 
interior is just big enough to store everything 
you will need, with dedicated spaces for a 
laptop, gadgets and other essentials.

 myMeiryo
The new Nakamichi myMeiryo 
is a rounded Bluetooth speaker 
that is only the size of the palm 
of your hand. At 260g, the 
portable speaker is lightweight 
and compact, allowing it to be 
carried around with you easily 
in your bag. With a wireless 
transmission working up to 
10 meters, myMeiryo is an 
ideal home audio speaker for 
your apartment, where it can 
be moved easily from room to 
room with 3 hours of non-stop 
music enjoyment. The speaker 
also supports MP3 music 
playback, and micro SD/TF 
cards of up to 16GB.

 Galaxy J1 4G
The new Galaxy J1 (2016) 4G boasts a 4.5-inch SUPER 
AMOLED Display, assuring users of a greater viewing 
experience. With Dual SIM with MicroSD Slot capabilities, 
the new Galaxy J1 (2016) 4G offers added versatility. 
Simply double-tapping the home button enables the quick 
capture of a selfie or wefie.

 TG-870
Designed for the adrenaline junkie, the TG-870 
offers the ultimate rugged compact camera for 
the active, the new TG-870 features the widest 
lens of any compact digital camera with a 
21mm 5x zoom. Its standout features include a 
180 degree flip-up screen, Wi-Fi compatibility, 
GPS, and a new 920k dot LCD screen with a 
2.6x brightness-boost function that enhances 
outdoor visibility.
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 Galaxy TabPro S
Powered by Windows 10 to support LTE 
Category 6 capabilities for the fastest network 
speeds, the Galaxy TabPro S comes with 
enhanced features and long-lasting battery life, 
ideal for millenials seeking convenience and 
performance. Its first 2-in-1 premium tablet 
featuring a seamless integration of laptop and 
tablet capabilities and is available in colour 
options of black and white.

 Racing DISC
Primed to provide a premium and contemporary 
feel, The Red Bull Racing DISC features a 
grey perforated leather upper and a full bootie 
construction for ultimate fit and comfort. 
Equipped with the new lighter and smaller 
Disc system that only consist of five parts, the 
new mechanic is much quicker and smoother 
to secure and fasten. Additional design 
features include the must-have PUMA’s iconic 
Formstripe on the outer side of the shoe and 
subtle Red Bull Racing branding on the heel.

 a6300
Featuring a newly developed 24 Megapixel 
APS-C sensor and a completely revamped 
‘4D’ AF system, the a6300 sits at the top of 
Sony’s APS-C mirrorless lineup.  It is equipped 
with the world’s fastest (0.05-s) autofocus 
with the world’s most (425) phase-detecti 
on AF points, exemplary image quality and the 
ultimate in 4K recording.
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 Trek Émonda SLR 9
Two important things have changed about 
this bike since we tested the 2015 version 
in issue 208: it now comes in this very cool 
matt powder blue colour instead of the boring 
black-on-black. Given the high spec – 6.1kg, 
Dura-Ace Di2, Bontrager Aeolus 3 carbon 
clinchers, sub-700g frame in 700 OCLV carbon 
fibre, along with great ride quality. Even more 
dramatic is the price reduction to the range-
topping, sub-5kg SLR 10 halo model which 
is now more attainable and still lavished with 
ultra-light parts from Tune. 
www.trekbikes.com

 Met Rivale and Manta
The Manta and Rivale were 
developed together and share the 
same profile. MET describe the 
Rivale as an ‘open aero’ helmet, 
combining an aero shape with full 
venting, and the Manta as ‘closed 
aero’ for maximum drag reduction. 
The 254g Rivale is said to save 
3W at 50kph; the 243g Manta is 
claimed to save a significant 10W 
at 50kph over all of its rival aero 
road helmets. MET employed 
a NACA vent (seen on the roof 
of the Bugatti Veyron supercar 
among many other motorsport 
and aerospace uses) at the top to 
achieve cooling airflow without 
adding drag. We’ve been wearing 
the Manta and found it very light, 
comfortable and noticeably fast. 
www.met-helmets.com

 Scicon AeroComfort 2.0, 
World Champion edition
This is the most limited of editions – Scicon made just 
this one and they kindly let us photograph it before 
presenting it to Peter Sagan, whose entire life must 
now be rainbow striped. The AeroComfort 2.0 has 
an internal stability system, exterior protectors and 
robust wheels. It’s used by seven top teams. If a 
world title is out of your reach. 
www.sciconbags.com
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 Sram Red eTap
Sram’s first electronic groupset one-ups rivals with 
wireless shifting – a godsend to mechanics and 
frame designers. Each derailleur has its own quick-
release battery; they’re interchangeable and last 
some 60hrs. The levers use coin batteries which last 
years. The shifting system is genius: press the right 
lever to go down the block, the left to go back up, 
both together to shift the front derailleur. It should be 
impossible to mis-shift. Auxiliary ‘Blip’ shift buttons 
can be added wherever you like. The weight penalty 
versus mechanical Red 22 is just 77g.  
www.sram.com

 Selle Italia Net
Okay, so at 361g this isn’t one for your best race bike 
but it’s an interesting innovation that’s deserving 
of some attention. Selle Italia conceived their new 
concept Net saddle to be more comfortable and 
durable, and have greater design possibilities along 
with a lower CO2 footprint, achieved by keeping all of 
the production in Italy. The Net is completely recyclable 
and no toxic bonding agents are used. The mesh 
surface is easy to print on, enabling some wild designs, 
and it’s so cheap you can buy one for a stocking filler.  
www.selleitalia.com
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BIKE 
OF THE 

MONTH
OF THE 

1 2 3

I
taly’s Wilier-Triestina has more 
than a century of distinguished 
bike-making history in its 
palmares, but has garnered all 

sorts of unexpected publicity in recent 
months. Wilier bikes featured in a 
cycling-themed episode of ITV’s quirky 
Midsomer Murders, and a Wilier was 
also chosen by a young Belgian rider 
for her unauthorised experiment in 
motorised cyclo-cross. Perhaps more 
pertinently, Wilier makes some cutting-
edge pro-level road bikes such as this 
Zero.7, with its sub-800g frame. 

In creating the Zero.7, Wilier’s 
designers took the integrated cabling 

(1), integrated fork and improved 
aerodynamics they had developed for 
the company’s Cento bikes, this time 
using smaller diameter – and thus lighter 
– carbon fibre tubing, which is allowed 

SPECIFICATION
Weight 6.7kg (L)
Frame 60-ton 
carbon, SEI film
Fork HM Carbon 
Wheels Campagnolo 
Shamal Mille 
Gears Campagnolo 
Record
Brakes Campagnolo 
Record
Finishing kit
FSA Energy bar  
and stem,  
Custom Superlogic 
Carbon seatpost, 
Selle Italia  
SLR saddle

by the use of a ‘special thermoplastic 
material’ during the manufacturing 
stage. This ‘helps to create a uniform 
pressure along the inner carbon walls of 
the frame’, which Wilier says combines 
sufficient stiffness in crucial areas with 
that low frame weight. This stiffness is 
reinforced by the oversized BB386Evo 
bottom bracket, a standard that Wilier 
developed along with FSA, while 
another less obvious design feature is 
the lowered down-tube. This segues 
into a lengthened head-tube (a claimed 
14 per cent torsionally stiffer, of course) 
and blends into the fork in a manner that 
reduces aerodynamic drag.

Stiffness can translate to an 
uncomfortable ride, and where Italian 
competitor Bianchi has its ‘Countervail’ 
technology, Wilier uses its own 
comfort-increasing SEI – ‘Special 

Elastic Infiltrated’ – film, a viscoelastic 
film that sits between the layers of 
carbon and is claimed to increase the 
material’s shock resistance and its 
ability to bend without breaking, while 
reducing the risk of delamination. 

Our Zero.7 is built up with 
Campagnolo’s Record groupset (2) 
and Shamal Mille wheels with ceramic 
bearings – ‘Ultra Smooth Bearings’, no 
less – that Campag says are 50 per cent 
smoother than standard bearings. But it’s 
available in more than 20 configurations 
from Wilier’s UK distributor ATB Sales.

If you fancy yourself a bit of an artist – 
and can bear the three-month lead time 
– you could go for Wilier’s nifty custom 
configurator, which allows you to colour 

just about every part of the frameset 

independently (3), though we’d 
recommend doing this sober…

WILIER ZERO.7
Lightweight Latin master available in numerous builds
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Wilier says its 
manufacturing 

combines stiffness in 
key areas with low 

frame weight
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Incredibly aero; superb 
handling; comes with a 

Quarq power meter

PROS

Price; small  
weight penalty

CONS

Raises the bar for aero 
road bikes in terms of 
speed and ride quality

VERDICT

The new Specialized 
Venge Vias is claimed to 
be a minute faster than 
the old bike over 40km 
and two minutes up on 

a Tarmac. It features dramatic aero 
features such as an integrated stem, 
aero brakes, dropped seatstays and 
internal cabling. Between their new 
bike, wheels, tyres, helmet, shoes and 
road skinsuit, Specialized say they can 
save you a huge five minutes in 40km.

To launch the Vias, Specialized 
invited us to their California HQ and 
‘Win Tunnel’, followed by a day of 
highly measured F1-level McLaren 
modelling validation testing, and 
then a big day of charging around 
the mountain roads of Santa Cruz.

We first measured in the wind 
tunnel our total drag on a Vias with 
aero-road clothing, then our drag 

on a Tarmac in regular kit. McLaren 
engineers took this data and plugged 
it into their model. The next day 
we rode two 20km time trials on 
the same course. McLaren and 
Specialized boffins drove the course, 
recording air density, wind direction 
and wind speed to add to their model. 
I diligently rode in the same position 
and kept the power smooth.

McLaren’s data model calculated a 
corrected difference of 2m24s for my 
rides, and an average 2m00s across 
the 12 riders tested. It also told us 
that I’d have needed to average 35W 
more on the Tarmac to equal my time 
on the Venge. Remember that this is 
complete set-ups (helmet, clothing, 
bike, wheels); the bike is worth 
around half the difference – that’s still 
huge in 20km. Best of all, this fast 
bike rides brilliantly. The geometry 

carries over from the Tarmac and the 
headtube and BB rigidity are near 
and above the Tarmac, respectively. 
This means nimble handling and 
excellent power transfer. And the 
wheels, as deep as they are with 
525g rims, accelerate surprisingly 
easily. Once up to speed, they fly. 

Contrary to most, the aero V-brakes 
are surprisingly good, with plenty of 
power and easy modulation. On a long 
and twisting descent the Venge Vias 
was a revelation, combining a TT bike’s 
speed with the Tarmac’s handling to 
yield a Strava KOM on a 10km descent. 

The build kit is very impressive, even  
at this price: the brilliant Dura-Ace Di2, 
superb new S-Works Power saddle, 
carbon S-Works cranks and, best of all, 
a Quarq power meter. That’s awesome.

The S-Works Venge Vias isn’t 
super-light but it is almost certainly the 
fastest road bike I have ever ridden, 
and a lot of fun too.

Specialized say that 
the Venge Vias is 
very nearly as fast 
as their Shiv TT bike

The unusual bar 
allows the stem to be 
flat but makes position 
changes trickier

www.specialized.com

Specialized 
S-Works Venge Vias
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Looks sharp; 
handles heat well

PROS

Genius integration; 
comfort; value

PROS

Legs ride up

CONS

Stabbing yourself 
with safety pins to 
make all your other 

kit feel this good

CONS

Fancy but slightly 
flawed kit for hot days

VERDICT

Good kit that’s 
elevated to 

greatness by two 
little poppers

VERDICT

This is Italianissima kit, very Italian. It’s 
snazzy-looking, highly technical and has a 
few ‘just because’ flourishes, such as the 
raised lettering and patterns on the chest.

The full-zip jersey is made from very thin 
Skinlight fabric with mesh inserts under the 
arms and Northwave’s Burnout perforation 
treatment on the back. The latter signifi-
cantly boosts ventilation without the need 
for extra panels and seams, keeping the 
weight and complexity down and avoiding 
potential chafing points. It really works and 
felt good on some of the warmest days the 
mild UK weather could muster.

The Galaxy jersey is race fit rather than 
full-on aero. It’s comfortable and sits well 
when riding, though the Air Grip sleeve 
ends are a bit fussy and don’t lie as lightly 
or as close as a raw cut sleeve. Two addi-

This jersey fastens to the 
bibshort with poppers on the 
rear hem. It’s brilliant (and 
something we’ve been suggest-
ing for years); the only ques-
tion is why it took so long for 
anyone to put it in production. 
It figures that serial innova-
tors Cannondale got here first 
and that they nailed it in one.

This isn’t about aero; it’s for 
comfort. Every jersey rides 
up, regardless of cut or silicon 
grippers. Cannondale’s haughtily 
titled ‘System Integration’ pop-
pers simply keep the jersey 
where you want it to be. It can’t 
ride up or rotate, and heavily 
laden pockets bounce less. 
There are two sets of snaps on 
the short so you can choose 

tions we always appreciate are the reflec-
tive details and a zipped pocket for keys.

The short is made from PowerPlus 
fabric, ergonomically shaped with North-
wave’s Biomap tech and supported by 
wide and soft bib straps; it feels good as 
soon as you pull it on. Thanks to the Car-
bon Tech pad, it gets better when you’re 
riding and impresses more as the hours 
pass. The pad has a maximum thickness 
of 13mm where needed and drops to 
4mm elsewhere to reduce bulk. This, and 
the very high 120kg/m3 density, makes it 
very comfortable on long rides.

The short is let down by the absence 
of leg grippers. There are wide elastic 
sections but they have no silicone, so they 
ride up. If you have short legs it’s probably 
less of an issue. 

the height to suit you and your 
riding position. The poppers 
are very light and in no way 
intrusive so you don’t have to 
use them. You get most of the 
comfort (if not aero) benefits of 
a Castelli Sanremo Speedsuit 
while retaining the practicality 
of separate items. Cannondale 
have applied it to all of their 
Elite and Performance kit.

Joining your jersey and 
bibshort is so effective that 
we expect to see it widely 
copied very soon, especially 
on aero race jerseys where 
it will have the added benefit 
of holding the fabric flat. 

The Performance 1 jersey 
is race fit, so it’s snug but not 
skin-tight aero. It comes up 

quite big and I had to drop to 
a small to get the same fit as 
most brands in medium. There’s 
a zipped key pocket in addition 
to the usual three, which are 
slightly shallow. It also comes in 
blue and white as main colours.

The bibshort is excellent. 
The straps and leg grippers are 
both wide so they spread their 
pressure and stay put and don’t 
cut in. The pad is Cannondale’s 
new Speed Save Cham-
ois – it’s dense, well shaped 
and comfortable for hours.

 ‘System Integration’ 
poppers keep the jersey 
in place. This is a bigger 
innovation than disc 
brakes for the road

The pattern on the back is 
where the Burnout perforation 
treatment is applied

The gripper-less bibshort 
hasn’t even started riding up in 
this photo. It got awkward

www.cannondale.com

Cannondale Performance 1 
jersey and bibshort

www.northwave.com
Northwave Galaxy kit
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Highly evolved style, 
construction and 

performance

PROS

It won’t be cheap,  
or even just  

slightly expensive; 
thin grippers

CONS

Takes riding kit to new 
heights of style and 
price, and you’ll love 

riding in it

VERDICT

Chapter Three is the style-driven result 
of a collaboration between David Millar 
and Castelli. “I spent my entire career 
dressed as a human billboard,” quips 
Millar on the brand’s website. “From 
now on I want to wear something subtle 
and understated.” Millar also says that 
he was keen to continue working with 
Castelli, following seven seasons of 
contributing to race kit R&D, and to 
develop product using the best materials 
but with a focus on riding, not racing.

The name of the collection refers to this 
new phase of Millar’s career, the previous 
two being as a professional before and 
after his ban. ChptIII launches with seven 
pieces, all known by codes: Rocka bad 
weather jersey (1.61), summer jersey 
(1.22), bibshort (1.11), base layer (1.81), 
arm (1.91) and knee (1.92) warmers, and 
socks (1.93). Everything has received 
meticulous attention to detail and is 
exactly to Millar’s specification, even 
the socks. Millar recalled a favourite 
race sock from some years ago and 
Castelli tracked down the Italian 
manufacturer and asked them to resume 
production of the discontinued line.

For us, the highlight is the 1.61 Rocka 
jersey (the only item given a name). It’s 
a windproof and water repellent jersey, 

similar to Castelli’s famous Gabba 
but reinterpreted by Millar. The fabric 
is thinner and lighter, the shoulders 
are fully articulated for freedom of 
movement and there’s a large storm 
flap that fixes to the same button either 
around the front or behind the neck 
when not required. We had perfect 
weather to test the Rocka – 10ºC with 
showers – and it’s brilliant: windproof, 
breathable and it repels rain sufficiently 
to stop you getting soaked through. 
From cooler summer days to milder 
winter ones and everything in between, 
the Rocka is as useful as it is stylish. 

The bibshort uses your waist size and 
is very slim fitting, to the extent that you 
have to be careful pulling it past your hips. 
Once on, it’s fantastic. It’s made from a 
single piece of top-grade Lycra. It’s slightly 
thicker than most race shorts, precisely 
because it isn’t intended for racing on 
hot days in Spain, but riding hard on a 
UK summer’s day it’s very comfortable, 
helped by the wide and soft bib straps. 
The pad is Castelli’s Progetto X2 Air and 
it’s superb. We do praise a lot of inserts, 
including the two others on these pages, 
but what I especially like about Castelli’s 
pad is how it feels equally good on a range 
of saddles (so it’s likely to also suit more 

people) and that it lasts really well. My 
oldest short by far is Castelli and it’s still 
going strong. When a bibshort costs as 
much as the 1.11 is expected to, it’s good 
to know it will last. Our only niggle is the 
grippers, which are effective but thin. They 
don’t cut in, as such, but you can always 
feel them. Wider grippers sit more lightly.

The 1.22 summer jersey is 
astonishingly thin, light and slender. It 
has a button-over collar than can also 
fasten to the chest to stop it flapping 
when not needed. There’s a small 
front pocket and two inside pockets 
for storing the arm and leg warmers. 
It’s cut slightly squarer in the shoulders 
for a ‘shirt-like’ look and achieves this 
without compromising ride comfort.

Surprisingly, the coordinating arm 
and knee warmers are made from 
Castelli’s Thermoflex fabric, not the 
water resistant Nanoflex which might 
have combined more logically with 
the Rocka jersey. They’re warm and 
windproof, of course. The base layer is 
unbelievably light and very effective.

As we go to press, the full price 
list is still to be announced, with 
the exception of the 1.22 jersey. As 
for the rest, if you have to ask…

Both jerseys have 
small front pockets 
suitable for keys or a 
bank card

The base layer’s 
graphic is derived 
from Millar’s ride data 
from the 2014 Vuelta

www.chpt3.com
DM: Chapt lll by Castelli
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Vent it out with some the 
Morvelo Unity Evo kit, the 
latest superlight edition 
handmade in Europe. Look 
out for thoughtful details like 
the unique slit ventilation that 
opens when stretching your 
arms. Or the mesh side and 
rear panels which increase 
the ventilation and comfort 
during your ride. For your one 
stop cycling apparels shop, 
visit Velo Velo Singapore at 
Blk 18 #04-05 Midview City, 
18 Sin Ming Lane Singapore. 
We carry a comprehensive 
collection of European, 
Australian, American and 
local Singapore labels like 
Morvelo, Babici, Biciclista, 
Defeet Socks, Machines for 
Freedom and RedWhite. 
For every SGD200 spent, 
enjoy free global shipping!
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The heat is on.



2 0 1 5

FIVE REASONS  
PETER SAGAN LOSES RACES,  AND

 WHY HE WON 
 THE WORLDS

Did Peter Sagan finally crack the secret of how to win big at the 
World Road Race Championships? Procycling looks back over the 

career of the Slovak, analysing the reasons he has often come 
up short when it counts but showing how he learned from past 

experiences to win the rainbow jersey



 Sagan’s Worlds win
 was a dramatic way 

to break his major 
one-day race duck



Stage 6 of the Tour
was a classic 
example of the field 
racing against Sagan

We’ve broken down Peter Sagan’s results  
in a slightly different way, to illustrate how 
consistent his placings are and also to ask 
if they cost him wins. The results are taken 

from the last two years. For comparison, 
we’ve shown Alexander Kristoff’s results 
over the same time frame. Results in GCs 

and TTs have been stripped out – we’re only 
comparing road racing tactics.

There are a few conclusions we can draw 
from these numbers. First, Kristoff wins 

more bunch sprints than Sagan. Second, 
they contest around the same number of 

finishes at the front of races as each other. 
Third, Sagan gets considerably more top 

placings (2nd-7th, where he has been in the 
mix for the win) than Kristoff: 53 placings 
against 25). Would Sagan win more races  

if only he tried to win less often?
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Peter Sagan ///// Why he won the Worlds

Sometimes there’s not much you can do 
about coming up against a stronger rider 
(although paradoxically, Sagan’s rivals have 
won plenty of races when faced with that 
scenario). The 2013 Tour of Flanders was 
the best illustration of how Sagan’s tactical 
failings in the past have left him exposed.

In the run-up to the race, Sagan had 
looked strong and confident, and he was 
a genuine favourite for the win. He’d 
been fifth the previous year and a week 
before he’d broken his Classics duck in 
Gent-Wevelgem with a solo win, two 
days after coming second behind Fabian 
Cancellara at E3. But the warning signs 
were there – while Sagan looked strong, 
Cancellara had been imperious at E3, 
winning by a minute.

At Flanders, Sagan marked 
Cancellara. This showed he was the 
best of the rest, and the pair hit the 

The Liquigas team went into the 2012 
Milano-Sanremo with a very strong but 
fatally flawed double team leadership 
strategy. Their two main riders, Sagan 
and Vincenzo Nibali, didn’t quite have the 
standing and reputation that they do now 
(Sagan was still young, and Nibali two 
years away from his biggest triumph at 
the Tour de France), so the management 
were possibly justified in thinking that the 
best plan would be to allow Nibali to use 
his climbing and descending strength to 
follow the attacks over the Poggio, and 
save Sagan for the sprint. The problem 
was that Nibali was so strong on the 
Poggio that he launched what turned out 
to be the race-winning attack. Nibali was 
followed by Simon Gerrans, then Fabian 
Cancellara, but he’d sealed his fate, and 
that of Sagan. In that company the Italian 
had no chance of finishing higher than 
third of three in the sprint to the line.

Sagan was indeed strong enough to 
win the sprint but it was only for fourth 
place, two seconds behind winner 
Gerrans. Sagan couldn’t chase into the 
finish, because Nibali was ahead. Nibali 
couldn’t work in the break, because Sagan 
was behind. In hindsight, Liquigas’s best 
chance of winning the race would have 

been for Nibali to have stayed with the 
bunch and helped pace Sagan back.

A similar thing happened to Sagan in 
the 2013 Strade Bianche, with better 
results for the team, although similar 
frustration for Sagan. His team-mate 
Moreno Moser attacked from a lead group 
which also contained Sagan. Nobody 
wanted to chase, because it would have 
handed victory to Sagan, so Moser stayed 
away to win. Sagan demonstrated who 
the strongest rider in the race was by 
attacking up the final climb to Siena to 
finish second, not at all far behind Moser. 

1
HE GETS 
TRAPPED 
TACTICALLY

The biggest misconception about Peter 
Sagan, one that might even be shared by 
the rider himself, is that he is a sprinter. 

Of course he’s a fast finisher, and he 
has won some bunch kicks, but he gets a 
relatively low return from his sprints. In 
the last two seasons, he’s won five bona 
fide bunch sprints and six sprints from 
small groups. Against this, on a further 53 
occasions, he’s sprinted for first, not won, 
and finished in the top seven. His 11 
sprint wins against 43 defeats compares 
unfavourably with Mark Cavendish who, 
even as a less dominant sprinter than he 
used to be, has 24 wins against 16 

defeats in sprints in the same period.
Sagan usually finds a way not to win a 

sprint, whether he’s in a full peloton or a 
small group. There just always seems to 
be one rider who’s faster. In the 2013 
Milano-Sanremo, he was one of six riders 
in the final breakaway. He’d diligently 
tracked his Classics nemesis, Fabian 
Cancellara, all the way over the Poggio 
into San Remo. And then Gerald Ciolek, 
hiding at the back of the group, out-
sprinted him. The 2013 Tour de France 
was a similar story, almost every day: for 
four of the first five road stages he 
finished second or third each time, only 
taking his first stage win of the race into 
Albi on stage seven after his Cannondale 
team put the bunch sprinters out of the 
race over a series of mid-stage hills. And 
then in subsequent Tours, he simply 
never got his stage win, despite an 
almost unprecedented run of top-five 
placings. In the last two Tours, he’s been 
in the top five 20 times and won no 
stages. Over these 20 stages, 13 
different riders have beaten him for the 
win. It’s not as if he has a particular 
nemesis who is a bit better than him 
– it’s more that Sagan’s rivals often gang 
up on him. Of course, there is a side 
benefit to being a consistent sprinter – 
he’s been unassailable in the Tour’s green 
jersey competition for four years.

3
…OR HE’S THE 
SECOND 
STRONGEST RIDER

2
HE’S OFTEN THE 
SECOND-FASTEST 
SPRINTER…

Team tactics have 
hindered Sagan, 
such as at Strade 
Bianche in 2013
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Peter Sagan ///// Why he won the Worlds

last climb, the Paterberg, together. But 
Cancellara was stronger. All Sagan’s 
tactics (or lack thereof) guaranteed was 
that he had an excellent view of 
Cancellara’s race-winning attack. 

Sometimes Sagan has given as good as 
he has got, however. At the 2012 Tour of 
California, he won four consecutive stages. 
Each time, Heinrich Haussler was second. 
It’s easy to criticise riders for not managing 
to crack stronger or better individuals but 
sporting logic often wins out.

Peter Sagan is one of the best uphill 
sprinters in the peloton. And there was a 
period, which reached its zenith in the 
2012 Tour de France, where he was the 
best. A combination of brute strength and 
fearlessness gave him two stage wins in 
three days at the start of the race.

However, that fearlessness has 
sometimes translated into 
overconfidence. In the 2012 Amstel 
Gold Race, which had its finishing line at 
the top of the Cauberg, not further along 
the road as it does now. Sagan led out 
the final dash for the line but couldn’t 
hold his speed, while Enrico Gasparotto 
and Jelle Vanendert rushed past. His 
body language betrayed him – instead of 
standing and sprinting, with the aim of 
holding maximum speed to the line, he 

4
HIS TIMING  
IS OUT 

5
OTHERS RIDE 
AGAINST HIM

stood up, then had to sit down again as 
his deceleration took hold. 

One of the surest ways of winning a 
bike race is to have Peter Sagan in the 
next group down the road. Zdenek 
Štybar and Rubén Plaza both won Tour 
stages this year by attacking, while 
everybody else behind looked at Sagan.

In the past, Sagan has not done a very 
good job of hiding the fact that he is 
extremely strong and this knowledge 
changes the way his rivals race. Though 
a significant number of Sagan’s high 
finishes come when he’s beaten in a 
sprint (see graphic), he’s also vulnerable 
in small groups, when chasing attacks is 
often left to him. Other riders realised 
this as early as the 2012 Tour de France. 
Sagan had already won three stages – 
two uphill finishes and a reduced bunch 
sprint – when he managed to haul 
himself over some hard Pyrenean climbs 
on stage 14 to Foix, in the company of 
an escape with Luis León Sánchez, 
Philippe Gilbert, Sandy Casar and Gorka 
Izagirre. The sprint would have been a 
formality but when Sánchez attacked, 
they all looked at Sagan, just as Sánchez 
had anticipated, and that was that. It 
was a sneak preview of countless 
subsequent defeats.

SO HOW DID SAGAN  
WIN THE WORLDS?
If the Worlds had come down to a bunch 
sprint, Sagan would likely have added 
another top five to his huge collection.

There are two reasons Sagan wins less 
often than he used to. First, there’s a 
combination of the above reasons – he’s a 
great all-rounder who’s not quite the 
fastest sprinter. Second, his rivals ride to 
make him lose, even when it guarantees 
defeat for themselves. And third, his rivals 
have, to a certain extent, caught up. In 
2012, with Philippe Gilbert showing less 
good form than he had the previous year, 
Sagan had a monopoly on uphill finishes 
and small group sprints. But now there 
are others who can survive as well as 
Sagan on difficult terrain and then 
out-sprint him; in John Degenkolb, 
Alexander Kristoff and Michael Matthews, 
Sagan faces a golden generation of tough 
rivals with similar skills.

Sagan’s solution at the Worlds was to 
win solo, something he has occasionally 
done in the past but never to such 
devastating effect. His sprinting ability 
means that he is happy to finish in a 
group but in Richmond his only chance 
was to harness that uphill explosiveness 
on the 23rd Street climb. Add to that his 
characteristically headlong descent 
down the other side and, for once, 
Sagan didn’t have to worry about which 
of his rivals would outsprint him.

There’s one more thing, which we 
found when searching for a dynamic 
image of Sagan for the cover of our 
October issue. During races, he is 
often invisible – difficult to pick out. 
He can’t hide his strength but he can 
save it. According to his coach at 
Cannondale, Sebastian Weber, Sagan 
is very efficient at hiding away in the 
bunch. With a small and underpowered 
team at the Worlds, Sagan had to use 
his resources efficiently – for all that 
he’s developed a reputation as 
tactically vulnerable, he has a strong 
understanding of peloton dynamics. 

Will we see more solo attacks from 
Sagan in the future and less contesting 
of sprints he’s probably going to lose? 
Perhaps. But in a demonstration that 
maybe Peter Sagan just can’t help 
himself, in his next race, the Abu Dhabi 
Tour, he sprinted for the win twice. Both 
times, he was second. 

Consistent placings 
may not be great 
for his palmarès but 
mean he owns four 
green jerseys
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The Sooner The Better     
“I got back on a bike as soon as I 

could after a training accident that 

punctured my lung,” explains King 

of a horror crash in late 2014 that 

nearly ended her career. “I was 

back on my bike while still actually 

in the hospital a couple of days 

after the crash. It was good for the 

lung to do some exercise to reduce 

the risk of a chest infection.”

Find Your Feet   
“It was 10 weeks before  

I was training properly again. At 

first I took my bike in the car to a 

quiet stretch of road where I knew 

I wouldn’t be worried about cars 

flying by. I took a wide position away 

from the kerb so that any vehicles 

that wanted to pass me had to 

wait. It was all about restoring my 

confidence in the saddle again.”

Strength In Numbers     
You may still feel vulnerable for 

some time after an accident, 

so it may be wise to not go out 

alone at first. “Recovery rides 

following an injury or after a crash 

require a step-by-step approach 

and some riders find it more 

comforting to go out with a team-

mate or fellow cyclist at first 

for the peace of mind.” 

Little by little      
As you begin to regain your 

fitness, you’ll be able to increase 

your workload steadily, but you 

should take care not to overdo 

things. “I took the advice of the 

medical team, who stressed it 

was important that I built up my 

distances and intensity gradually, 

taking care not to push myself too 

hard, too soon,” confirms King.

 Dani King after a less
 dramatic fall during

 a track event in 2014

The Sooner The Better     
“I got back on a bike as soon as I 

could after a training accident that 

punctured my lung,” explains King 

of a horror crash in late 2014 that 

nearly ended her career. “I was 

back on my bike while still actually 

in the hospital a couple of days 

after the crash. It was good for the 

lung to do some exercise to reduce 

the risk of a chest infection.”

Find Your Feet   
“It was 10 weeks before  

I was training properly again. At 

first I took my bike in the car to a 

quiet stretch of road where I knew 

I wouldn’t be worried about cars 

flying by. I took a wide position away 

from the kerb so that any vehicles 

that wanted to pass me had to 

wait. It was all about restoring my 

confidence in the saddle again.”

Strength In Numbers     
You may still feel vulnerable for 

some time after an accident, 

so it may be wise to not go out 

alone at first. “Recovery rides 

following an injury or after a crash 

require a step-by-step approach 

and some riders find it more 

comforting to go out with a team-

mate or fellow cyclist at first 

for the peace of mind.” 

Little by little      
As you begin to regain your 

fitness, you’ll be able to increase 

your workload steadily, but you 

should take care not to overdo 

things. “I took the advice of the 

medical team, who stressed it 

was important that I built up my 

distances and intensity gradually, 

taking care not to push myself too 

hard, too soon,” confirms King.

Dealing with the impact of a major crash isn’t just about physical recovery, 
as Dani King, Olympic gold medallist and Wiggle High5 pro, reveals...

GET BACK ON THE BIKE



Mimic Your Climbing Style 
“Because your speed is lower when 

climbing, a low and aerodynamic riding 

position is not as important as on the 

flat,” says Peter Giddings of Honed 

Coaching (honed-coaching.com). “To 

help build strength and coordination in 

your pedalling muscles as you would 

use them on a climb, aim to ride your 

efforts or intervals with your hands 

on the tops of the bar to mimic a 

more upright climbing style. Don’t be 

tempted to move your hands, as riding 

on the tops also bumps up the wind 

resistance, which you want.”

Lower Your Cadence 
“The challenge on longer climbs is 

keeping a strong pace, even when you’re 

running out of gears and the gradient 

is still biting,” says Giddings. “To build 

the fatigue resistance and endurance 

needed, train at least once per week 

at a lower cadence of 65-75rpm in a 

higher gear. If you are new to riding, 

make it a normal endurance ride, but 

experienced riders should try low 

cadence threshold intervals for bigger 

gains. Don’t aim to repeat this low 

cadence when you get to an actual climb, 

as it will more rapidly fatigue muscles.”

Mix It Up
“I’d recommend combining short and 

long intervals,” says Ric Stern of RST 

Sport (rstsport.com). “The short ones 

would be five or six four- or five-minute 

efforts, ridden as hard as possible, 

with a minute off between each. The 

long ones would be 12 to 20 minutes 

as hard as you can, two or three times 

so you do 40-50 minutes in all, with a 

couple of minutes rest between each 

effort. A third option would be three or 

four 30-second sprints as hard as you 

can. This interval training mix is good 

for both hills and the flat.”

Arm Yourself 
“If you don’t climb regularly or 

haven’t done it for a while, your arms 

can get sore very quickly during 

extended stints out of the saddle, 

and can struggle to support you,” 

says Stern. “One really cold winter 

I didn’t fancy going out in the snow 

and ice so I just stuck to the turbo for 

three months. When I got back on 

the road my fitness was okay but at 

the first hill I came to I had massive 

pains across my arms and back. The 

following winter I did press ups and 

tricep dips and it helped a lot.” 

 Or alternatively, 
 you could train with
 your brake jammed

 on like a young 
 Chris Froome!

BOOST YOUR CLIMBING WITHOUT HILLS
If you’ve got a hilly ride lined up for the summer, but live where molehills are the closest you 
can get to cols, there is plenty you can still do to simulate the suffering...
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 Team Wiggins
 pro Andy 
 Tennant

Vary The Aero 
“Different disciplines and 

regulations mean pros 

especially have to know 

how to adjust their best 

aero position from race to 

race,” says Tennant. “I have 

a checklist for whatever bike 

I’m riding, which involves 

whatever I need to adopt 

the ‘turtle’ position, tucking 

the head and neck down and 

shrugging the shoulders.” 

Picture The Pro 
“Look at [Olympic team 

pursuit gold medallist] Ed 

Clancy, who has a great aero 

position on the bike despite 

having pretty broad shoulders. 

He gets close to the top-

tube and stays there,” says 

Tennant. “You need to find 

the position that works best 

for you, but the principles of 

tucked arms and low body are 

the same on track and road for 

pros and amateurs alike.”

Try The Track 
“Riding on a track is a great 

way of perfecting your position, 

as it allows you to develop your 

understanding of aerodynamics 

and body shape,” says 

Tennant. The consistency of 

the surface lets you steadily 

work on a time-trial posture 

where your back is flat and 

your shoulder and head area 

is narrowed. “Track times can 

also highlight how effective 

any changes you make to your 

position are.” 

Assume the position 
“Go through a checklist in 

your head once you find a 

position you’re able to ride in 

for a decent amount of time,” 

says Tennant. Cover your 

brakes with your gloved hands, 

get your forearms parallel 

to the ground, switch to the 

drops and back again to avoid 

cramping or muscle ache, 

push your chin down towards 

the stem while trying to keep 

looking ahead to shrink your 

frontal area.

Dress The Part 
You can reduce drag by opting 

for a narrower bar, wearing an 

aero helmet and going for tight 

but comfortable clothing. “Look 

to reduce any ‘snags’ in your 

clothing from loose pockets 

and even thick seams. The 

turbulence around your legs 

when pedalling makes it hard to 

be ‘more aero’ in this area, but 

you can tuck in on descents, for 

example, and keep the cranks 

level to cut drag.”

 If you want to go clipless,  
 you’re going to need cleats

FIT CLEATS TO 
YOUR SHOES

A Perfect Match    
If you’re turning to clipless pedals for the first time, you 
need to make sure your shoes will take the cleats required. 
Shimano SPD-SL, Look and Time pedals are the most 
common systems and all require a three-bolt cleat on the 
shoe, while Speedplay cleats require a four-bolt fixing. 
Not many shoes are made that way, so Speedplays come 
with an adapter that can be fitted to three-hole fixings. 
Shimano’s SPD commuter/off-road system, meanwhile, 
uses just two holes and a smaller cleat. Cleats will also 
be colour-coded to show if they allow ‘float’ and if so how 
much. Float allows your feet to move around a little, while 
zero-float cleats lock you into position.

Turn The Screw    
Before attaching the cleat to the shoe, grease the 
threads of the bolts to prevent seizing. Now loosely 
attach the cleats to the soles and position them roughly 
before tightening the screws as a trio, moving between 
them until all bolts are tight. The angle of the cleat 
should match the natural standing position of your foot, 
so if your feet point in or out set the cleat position to 
match. Don’t go too extreme in your positioning – you 
can always make fine adjustments later.

Into Position    
Pop your shoes on and swing your leg over your bike. 
Stick the bike in a turbo if you have one, or lean against 
a wall, and start pedalling (backwards if you aren’t 
fixed into a turbo) to see how things feel. Are you 
comfortable? Are your shoes rubbing against the frame 
or the cranks? If you decide to adjust the cleat position, 
do so incrementally and keep trying them out.

There’s a knack to getting truly aero – Team Wiggins rider 
Andy Tennant shares some pro tips on cheating the wind

REDUCE DRAG
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Helping you be the  
rider you want to be
by leading the way in bike fitting. 

LOUE Bicycles Fit Lab is dedicated to providing 
professional bike fitting services for cyclists. We seek 
to provide the highest standards of bike fitting services 
for all our clients. Our bike fitting protocol is based on 
a combination of cycling experience, knowledge and 
technology, to provide the best bike fit for their needs. 

We want to help fellow cyclists enjoy every moment 
on their bicycles, and be able to “Smile on the Miles”.

Services range from cleat adjustments to full 
custom frame builds. Contact us today to see what 
we can do for you. Our prices start from just S$150.
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Find That Sweet Spot   
Boosting your lactate threshold 

will allow you to produce more 

power for longer, which means 

you’re faster and stronger 

for longer. “This can be done 

through ‘sweet spot’ training 

– intervals designed to build 

lactate threshold during a ride 

of just over an hour,” says 

Wakefield. Here’s how:

Warm up: 10 mins Z2 100rpm

Drills: 5 minutes Z4 102rpm, 

5 min recovery 5 x 5 minutes 

sweet spot Z3/4 with 3-minute 

recoveries 100rpm

Cool Down: 5 minutes Z1

Total Time: 62 minutes

Hill Starts  
In the build-up to a sportive, 

incorporate these shorter, sharp 

hill climb sessions into your 

training. “You needn’t spend a 

great deal of time on these in 

one go, but they’ll improve 

your climbing and recovery 

ability. Gradually increase the 

duration of the efforts.”

In the Zone...
Zone 1 – Energy output with 

an estimated 4 out of 10 rate of 

perceived exertion (RPE) or 60-65% 

of your maximum heart rate (MHR).

Zone 2 – A more challenging 

65-75% MHR are that’s a good 

base training zone with a middle 

amount of stress – 5-6/10 (RPE). 

You should still be able  

to hold something akin to  

a conversation in this zone.

Zone 3 – The effort ramps  

up to what you’d probably perceive 

to be around 7 out of 10 or 75-82% 

of MHR. The target zone for 

developing aerobic capacity. 

Zone 4 – This is the one your body 

will know as the ‘burning zone’ as 

you reach a hearty race pace of a 

lung-busting 9 out of 10 perceived 

exertion – or for those of you 

donning a monitor that’s 92-98% 

of your MHR.

How pedalling can cause Achilles 
problems in cyclists

FLIGHT ACHILLES
TENDINOPATHY

What Is It?    
The Achilles tendon joins the heel bone to the calf 
muscle, and its function is to bend the foot downwards 
at the ankle. Achilles tendinopathy is common in 
runners, but pedalling can cause pain and swelling 
in cyclists. Symptoms usually come on gradually. The 
pain can make it difficult to walk and the tendon may 
feel tender. Tendon rupture presents as severe pain 
around the heel that comes on suddenly and needs 
immediate medical treatment.

What Causes It?    
Achilles tendinopathy is believed to be the result 
of numerous tiny injuries to the tendon that haven’t 
completely healed. The Achilles tendon also 
weakens with age, making it more susceptible 
to injury. This is more likely to happen if you only 
ride at weekends or if you suddenly increase the 
intensity of training. Weak or tight calf muscles, 
a saddle that is too high, or cleats too far forward 
can contribute to the problem. Some antibiotics are 
known to increase the risk of Achilles tendinopathy.

How Can I Treat It?   
Initial treatment involves rest, painkillers and applying 
ice packs. It is essential to correct any errors in bike 
setup – it may be worth getting a professional fitting. 
An exercise programme to stretch the tendon can 
help recovery and prevent recurrence. Suitable 
exercises are available here: bit.ly/10wRdlW. Medical 
interventions include shockwave therapy, shoe inserts 
and GTN patches (a drug normally used for the heart). 
Most cases will settle in three to six months. 

30-Minute Hill Repeat

Warm up: 10 min Z2 100rpm

Drills: 4 x 2 minute hill repeats 

70rpm with 3-minute recoveries

Cool Down: 5 minutes Z1

Total Time: 32 minutes

Cadence Revival  
Working using a mix of high- 

and low-cadence drills helps 

engage specific muscles. 

Low-cadence sessions will 

work fast-twitch muscle 

fibres; higher cadence 

works slower fibres.

Cadence with Tempo

Warm Up: 5 minutes 

Z2 100rpm

Drills: 10 minutes Z3 102rpm, 

3 minutes recovery

5 x 1 minute fast pedalling 

115+rpm with 1-minute 

recoveries5 x 1 minute slow 

pedalling 50rpm with 1-min 

recoveries10 min Z3 107rpm, 3 

minute recovery

Cool Down: 10 minutes Z1

Total Time: 58 minutes

HOW TO MAXIMISE
EVERY RIDE...
Focused drills can help you make the most of your time. 
Coach Rob Wakefield [propello.bike] reveals the best 
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W
ith the tropical 
sun torching 
and scorching 
everything in 

its path the moment it rises above 
the horizon, the onus is on the cyclist 
to find a pair of sunglasses that can 
effective reduce unwanted glare, 
while staying fit and firm for the ride, 
regardless of the terrain or discipline.

Most people would care less to 
invest in a good pair of sunglasses, 
since the mentality is that any pair of 
tinted sunglasses is good enough. Little 
consideration is taken into account, the 
invisible enemy that is ultra violet rays, 
otherwise known as UVB. While strong 
light is blocked by the darkness of tint, 
the fact remains that it does not help in 
effectively reducing these strong UVB 
rays. In fact, darker doesn’t necessarily 
mean better. The darker the sunglasses, 
the more your pupil will dilate to 
compensate for the lack of light, greatly 
increasing the risk of UVB entering.

Rudy Project has been in the business 
of providing the lovers of outdoor sports 
with absolute protection for many 
years now. Since its founding back in 
1985, Rudy Project has committed 
itself to the highest levels of research 
and development, creating eyewear 
and helmet products for the masses; 
from athletes to the casual and leisurely 
folk who want to enjoy the outdoors 
without compromise or discomfort.

As with cyclists attempting to ride 
the sunny outdoors, we faithfully 
test one of Rudy Project’s popular 
cycling sunglasses, the Tralyx, a 
sunglass that looks just as fast as 
how your riding speed should be. In 
fact, looks can be deceiving, since 
there is more technology packed 
into the Tralyx than meets the eye.

At first glance, the Tralyx possesses 
a relatively sweptback frame, obviously 
for aerodynamic reasons. Dubbed the 
PowerFlow System, its swept design 
serves two other purposes; one of 

which is to provide a clear depth of 
peripheral vision for the wear, while 
the multiple vents positioned on the 
frame help dissipate excess heat around 
the eyes. In Rudy Project’s terms, 
looking suave does play a practical 
role, especially when every ounce of 
concentration is required to win the race.

What makes it exceptionally 
comfortable to wear is its Adaptive Tips, 
which allows one to flex the ends of the 
Tralyx to fit any face shape. Along with 
the adjustable ErgoNose nosepiece that 
caters to different nose shapes, the 
Tralyx is possible the most customisable 
pair of sunglasses that sits securely on 
the wearer’s face without the need for 
constant readjustment, something that 
will be duly treasured when having both 
hands on the handlebar is an absolute.

The Tralyx offers a higher level 
of customisation, with the ability to 
interchange lenses quickly. For rides 
that last during the day, the non-
polarised contrast lenses will suffice, 
with its light transmitting figure of 
22% to keep out harmful UVB rays 
that accompany the intense daylight.

On long rides, the Tralyx simply 
fades away on the face. Not only is 
it remarkably light, its RP-D centred 
optics ensures that there is minimal 
chromatic distortion, something 
commonly found on cheap lenses, 
allowing you to properly judge the 
distance ahead to the next junction or 
apex. Personally, I had the impression 
that I had left the sunglasses at the 
previous rest point, before realising 
that the Tralyx was securely fastened 
to my face, thanks to its lightweight 
and full-peripheral vision qualities.

Sudden spike in temperatures and the 
intense heat generated from workout 
(40km on average), it is sometimes 
unavoidable that the lenses mist slightly. 
These are not an issue however, the 
moment you hit the pedals, as the vents 
demist the lenses almost instantly.

If you’re thinking of investing on a 
pair of sunglasses for that impromptu 
Gran Fondo in a few weeks time, 
the Rudy Project Tralyx might yet be 
the best investment you’ve made 
for your eyes, as sworn by riders 
from Bora-Argon and Astana. 

The Tralyx combines 
ultimate face fitment, 
while offering great 
protection for the 
eyes against the 
harsh outdoors 
without feeling like 
you’re wearing it

LASER-SHARP FOCUS
Great vision produces great results and Rudy Project knows 

exactly what cyclists need to keep absolute focus on the roads
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Simply answer the following question, 

fill in your details and mail the coupon to:

Regent Media Pte Ltd 

20 Bedok South Road, Singapore 469277

WHEELS ASIA / RUDY PROJECT 

PROMOTION

QUESTION

The Tralyx has vents incorporated through the entire chassis to enhance 

air circulation while ensuring maximum aerodynamic efficiency and without 

disturbing vision.

 True    False

*Closing date: 31st May 2016. Winners will be notified by post.

Name NRIC Gender
 

Email  Contact 

Address  

   Postal Code

PERSONAL PARTICULARS

TERMS & CONDITIONS:

 staff of Regent Media and sponsor

 is not transferable or exchangeable  

 for cash

 to be collected at address stated on  

 notification letter

 right to replace items with those of  

 similar value

 final and no further queries will 

 be entertained

 promotional purposes

WIN 
a pair of Rudy Project Tralyx Sunglasses

The TralyxTM redefines the pinnacle of eyewear bike technology. Outstanding lightweight styling and phenomenal 
comfort are combined with unobstructed wide peripheral field of vision and unparalleled heat dissipation solutions 
thanks to the innovative Power Flow system: vents have been scientifically incorporated through the entire chassis 

to enhance air circulation while ensuring maximum aerodynamic efficiency and without disturbing vision.

HOW TO WIN

worth 
S$399

gh the entire chassis 
rodynamic efficiency and without disturbing vision.

Prize sponsored by:
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ARTDESHINE BODY
GLOSS COATING

PROSPEED SPECIALIST

SPARK CAR CARE
a)

b)
c)
d)

SPARKS & POSH MOBILE 
CAR CARE SERVICES

HUPER OPTIK 
SINGAPORE PTE LTD

V-KOOL (SINGAPORE) PTE LTD

THE GARDEN SLUG

FORTIS HOSPITALITY

D’SKIN

JEAN YIP LOFT

 SHOU SLIMMING CENTRE

TK TRICHOKARE

LIFESPA

SPA ELEMENTS | 
ELEMENTS CHIROPRATIC

HERTZ CAR RENTAL

WHEELS ASIA

www.wheelsasia.sg

marketing@regentmedia.sg
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Credit Card No.:

Expiry Date:  Amount:

Signature:   Date:

Go online
e-shopping.sg

or Email
subscribe@

media-group.com.sg

Fax to

Singapore
65-6449 9945

Malaysia
603-4292 6251

Call Hotline

Singapore
65-6241 2673

Malaysia
603-7954 8989

Mail to
Regent Media Pte Ltd 
20 Bedok South Road, 

Singapore 469277

Regent Media Sdn Bhd 
Unit 6.02 Level 6, Menara 
Maxisegar Jalan Pandan 
Indah 4/2 Pandan Indah 

55100 Kuala Lumpur

PLEASE TICK ACCORDINGLY

Singapore, 1  years subscription, 12 issues for S$48

Malaysia, 1  years subscription, 12 issues for RM144

*Rates are inclusive of postage in SGP and MY

Name NRIC DOB

Email Mobile Tel

Address

  Country Postal Code

PERSONAL PARTICULARS TERMS & CONDITIONS:
 

 May 2016

applicable to readers residing in 

Singapore & Malaysia

 by post 

 are to be collected at address stated 

YOUR PAYMENT OPTIONS

CHEQUE

Singapore: Regent Media Pte Ltd

Malaysia Amount:

SUBSCRIBE 
and receive a carton of Monster Energy Drink

Tear into a can of the meanest energy drink on the planet. Monster Energy packs 
a powerful punch but has a smooth easy drinking flavour. * Based on a first come first serve 

basis, while stocks last

4 WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE

Gender Age Group Occupation Annual Income

 Male  Below 30  Executive  Below $50,000

 Female  Management 

 Professional 

 Above 50  Businessman  Above $150,000

*Online subscribers enjoy a 20% discount off the subscription rates but are not entitled to any subscription or promotional gifts

Prize sponsored by:

worth 

S$60 
when you subscribe 

to Wheels Asia 
for 1 year

w
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ALFA ROMEO

$139,800 1368 135/207 8.2

$155,800 1368 170/218 7.7

ALFA ROMEO

Giulietta MultiAir 1.4 TB (A) $113,800 1368 170/218 7.7

Giulietta MultiAir 1.4 TB QV Line (A) $121,800 1368 170/218 7.7

Giulietta 1.8 QV Turbo (A) $152,800 1742 237/244 6.6

4C 1.8 Turbo (A) NA 1742 237/258 4.5

AUDI

A1 Sportback 1.0 (A) $112,000 999 95/186 10.9

A3 Sedan 1.4 Ambiente Plus (A) $154,750 1395 122/211 9.3

S3 Sportback 2.0 (A) $221,250 1984 285/250 5.0

S3 Sedan 2.0 (A) $224,850 1984 280/250 5.0

RS3 Sportback 2.5 (A) $282,800 2480 367/250 4.3

A4 1.4 (A) $161,800 1395 150/210 8.5

A4 1.4 Design (A) $171,900 1395 150/210 8.5

A4 2.0 Design (A) $229,300 1984 252/250 5.8

A4 Avant 2.0 (A) $212,750 1984 211/232 7.4

RS4 Avant 4.2 (A) $468,350 4163 450/250 4.7

A5 Coupe 2.0 (A) $241,950 1984 211/245 6.5

A5 Cabriolet 2.0 (A) $277,450 1984 211/238 7.3

A5 Sportback 1.8 (A) $214,200 1798 170/220 8.4

A5 Sportback 2.0 (A) $242,550 1984 211/241 6.6

S5 Coupe 3.0 (A) $329,650 2995 333/250 4.9

S5 Cabriolet 3.0 (A) $374,250 2995 333/250 5.4

S5 Sportback 3.0 (A) $320,950 2995 333/250 5.1

A6 1.8 (A) $211,750 1798 190/233 7.9

A6 2.0 (A) $234,400 1984 252/250 6.7

A6 3.0 (A) $344,900 2995 333/250 5.1

A6 Avant 1.8 (A) $231,800 1798 190/225 8.2

A6 Avant 3.0 (A) $356,200 2995 333/250 5.3

RS6 Avant 4.0 (A) $529,300 3993 560/250 3.9

A7 Sportback 2.0 (A) $283,000 1984 252/250 6.9

A7 Sportback 3.0 (A) $364,800 2995 300/256 5.6

A8L 3.0 (A) $397,200 2995 290/250 6.2

A8L 4.0 (A) $518,500 3993 420/250 4.7

S8 4.0 (A) $656,900 3993 520/250 4.1

Q3 1.4 (A) $168,300 1395 150/200 8.9

Q3 2.0 (A) $188,900 1984 170/212 8.2

Q5 2.0 180bhp (A) $196,950 1984 180/205 8.2

Q5 2.0 230bhp (A) $217,250 1984 230/222 7.1

SQ5 3.0 (A) $300,250 2995 354/250 5.3

Q7 2.0 (A) $289,600 1984 252/233 7.1

Q7 3.0 (A) $346,600 2995 333/250 6.3

TT Coupe 2.0 (A) $245,600 1984 230/250 5.6

TT Roadster 2.0 (A) $250,700 1984 230/250 5.6

BENTLEY *prices not inclusive of COE

Continental GT 4.0 V8 (A) NA 3993 500/303 4.8

Continental GT 4.0 V8 S (A) NA 3993 520/309 4.5

Continental GT 6.0 (A) NA 5998 567/318 4.6

Continental GT 6.0 Speed (A) NA 5998 617/318 4.2

Continental GT Convertible 4.0 V8 (A) NA 3993 500/303 4.8

Continental GT Convertible 4.0 V8 S (A) NA 3993 520/308 4.7

Continental GT Convertible 6.0 (A) NA 5998 567/314 4.8

Continental GT Convertible 6.0 Speed (A) NA 5998 617/325 4.4

Flying Spur 4.0 V8 (A) NA 3993 500/295 5.2

Flying Spur 6.0 (A) NA 5998 617/320 4.6

Mulsanne 6.75 (A) NA 6752 506/296 5.3

Bentayga 6.0 (A) $900,000 5950 600/301 4.1

116d 1.5 (A) $125,800 1496 116/200 10.3

218i Active Tourer 1.5 Business (A) NA 1499 136/205 9.2

218i Active Tourer 1.5 Luxury (A) NA 1499 136/205 9.2

216d Active Tourer 1.5 (A) $143,800 1496 116/195 10.6

216d Grand Tourer 1.5 (A) $158,800 1496 116/192 10.9

218i Coupe 1.5 Sport (A) $150,800 1499 136/210 8.9

220i Coupe 2.0 Sport (A) $181,800 1997 184/230 7.0

218i Convertible 1.5 Sport (A) $171,800 1499 136/205 9.6

220i Convertible 2.0 Sport (A) $196,800 1997 184/231 7.5

i3 Electric Range Extender - Suite (A) $205,800 647 170/150 7.2

318i 1.5 Sport (A) $168,800 1499 136/210 9.1

320i 2.0 Sport (A) $190,800 1998 184/235 7.3

330i 2.0 Sport (A) $220,800 1998 252/250 5.8

340i 3.0 Sport (A) $256,800 2998 326/250 5.1

320i Gran Turismo 2.0 (A) $216,800 1997 184/229 7.9

328i Gran Turismo 2.0 (A) $242,800 1997 245/250 6.1

420i Coupe 2.0 Sport (A) $220,800 1997 184/237 7.3

428i Convertible 2.0 Sport (A) $274,800 1997 241/250 6.4

420i Gran Coupe 2.0 (A) $210,800 1997 184/236 7.6

520i 2.0 Edition Sport Pro (A) $227,800 1997 184/233 7.9

528i 2.0 Edition Sport Pro (A) $249,800 1997 245/250 6.2

528i Gran Turismo 2.0 Luxury (A) $288,800 1997 245/240 7.0

535i Gran Turismo 3.0 Luxury (A) $344,800 2979 302/250 6.1

640i Convertible 3.0 Pure Experience (A) $401,800 2979 320/250 5.5

640i Gran Coupe 3.0 Pure Experience (A) $370,800 2979 320/250 5.4

740Li 3.0 Pure Excellence Design (A) $444,800 2998 326/250 5.6

X1 sDrive18i X Line 1.5 (A) $164,800 1499 134/200 9.7

X1 sDrive20i 2.0 (A) $180,800 1998 189/225 7.7

X3 xDrive28i X Line 2.0 (A) $257,800 1997 241/230 6.7

X3 xDrive35i X Line 3.0 (A) $300,800 2979 302/245 5.7

X4 xDrive28i X Line 2.0 (A) $270,800 1997 245/232 6.4

X4 xDrive35i X Line 3.0 (A) $311,800 2979 306/247 5.5

X5 xDrive35i 3.0 (A) $332,800 2979 306/235 6.8

X5 xDrive50i 4.4 (A) $419,800 4395 450/250 5.0

X6 xDrive35i 3.0 (A) $365,800 2979 306/240 6.4

X6 xDrive50i 4.4 (A) $465,800 4395 450/250 4.8

Z4 Roadster sDrive20i 2.0 (A) $236,800 1997 184/232 7.2

Z4 Roadster sDrive28i 2.0 (A) $259,800 1997 245/250 5.5

Z4 Roadster sDrive35i 3.0 M Sport (A) $329,800 2979 340/250 4.8

i8 Pure Impulse (A) $569,800 1499 228/250 4.4

BMW ALPINA  

B3 Bi-Turbo 3.0 (A) $353,800 2979 404/305 4.2

B3 Bi-Turbo Touring 3.0 (A) $378,800 2979 404/305 4.2

B4 Bi-Turbo Coupe 3.0 (A) $363,800 2979 404/305 4.2

B4 Bi-Turbo Convertible 3.0 (A) $388,800 2979 404/305 4.5

D5 Bi-Turbo 3.0 (A) $378,800 2993 350/278 5.1

B7 Bi-Turbo 4.4 (A) $628,800 4395 535/312 4.6

XD3 Bi-Turbo 3.0 (A) $378,800 2993 350/253 4.9

BMW M 

M3 3.0 (M) $348,800 2979 425/250 4.3

M4 Coupe 3.0 (M) $358,800 2979 425/250 4.3

M4 Convertible 3.0 (M) $398,800 2979 425/250 4.6

M5 4.4 (A) $468,800 4395 560/305 4.3

M6 Coupe 4.4 (A) $522,800 4395 560/250 4.2

M6 Convertible 4.4 (A) $567,800 4395 560/250 4.3

M6 Gran Coupe 4.4 (A) $544,800 4395 560/250 4.2

X5 M 4.4 (A) $499,800 4395 575/250 4.2

X6 M 4.4 (A) $524,800 4395 575/250 4.2

X5 M 4.4 (A) $499,800 4395 575/250 4.2

X6 M 4.4 (A) $524,800 4395 575/250 4.2

BMW M PERFORMANCE 

M135i 5dr 3.0 (A) $201,800 2979 320/250 4.9

M235i Coupe 3.0 (A) $211,800 2979 322/250 4.8

M235i Convertible 3.0 (A) $226,800 2979 322/250 5.0

X5 M50d 3.0 (A) $374,800 2993 381/250 5.3

X6 M50d 3.0 (A) $399,800 2993 381/250 5.4

CHEVROLET

Sonic Sedan 1.4 LTZ (A) $93,999 1398 99/175 12.9

Cruze 1.4 Turbo (A) $104,999 1362 138/204 10.4

Cruze 1.6 (A) $97,999 1598 115/185 12.5

Cruze Station Wagon 1.4 Turbo (A) $108,999 1362 138/202 10.8

Orlando 1.4 Turbo LS (A) $110,999 1362 140/191 11.2

Malibu 2.4 LTZ (A) $128,999 2384 180/NA 9.0

Captiva 2.4 LT FWD (A) $140,999 2384 167/181 10.8

CHRYSLER

300C 3.6 V6 (A) $268,000 3604 282/240 7.7

Grand Voyager Diesel (A) $213,000 2776 175/185 12.8

CITROEN

C4 Cactus 1.2 PureTech Shine Edition (A) $103,988 1199 80/172 15.0

C4 1.2 (A) $106,988 1199 130/197 11.5

C4 Picasso 1.6 BlueHdi Seduction (A) $110,988 1560 120/189 11.3

Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 BlueHDi Comfort (A) $126,988 1560 120/189 11.5

Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 THP Intensive (A) $137,988 1598 165/189 10.0

FERRARI *prices not inclusive of COE

California T 3.8 (A) $905,000 3855 553/316 3.6

488 GTB 3.9 (A) $995,000 3902 660/330 3.0

488 Spider 3.9 (A) NA 3902 660/325 3.0

FF 6.3 (A) $1,441,000 6262 652/335 3.7

GTC4Lusso 6.3 (A) NA 6262 680/335 3.4

F12berlinetta 6.3 (A) $1,500,000 6262 740/340 3.1

FORD

Fiesta 1.0 EcoBoost Titanium (A) $91,888 998 99/180 10.8

Focus Hatchback 1.6 Titanium (A) NA 1596 123/194 11.5

Focus Saloon 1.6 Titanium (A) NA 1596 123/196 11.5

Focus Wagon 1.6 Titanium (A) NA 1596 123/193 11.9

Grand C-Max 1.5 Titanium (A) $129,888 1498 148/199 10.5

Kuga 1.5 Titanium (A) $135,888 1498 180/200 9.7

Mondeo 4dr 1.5 GTDI Titanium (A) $133,888 1498 158/214 9.1

Mondeo 5dr 1.5 GTDI Titanium (A) $138,888 1498 158/214 9.1

HONDA

Jazz 1.3 (A) $87,999 1318 99/175 12.9

Jazz 1.5 RS (A) $91,999 1498 128/196 9.6

City 1.5 (A) $94,999 1497 120/192 11.0

Mobilio 1.3 RS Basic (A) $102,999 1318 99/175 12.9

Mobilio 1.5 RS Luxe (A) $104,999 1498 128/196 9.6

Accord 2.0 (A) $139,999 1997 153/NA NA

CR-V 2.4 (A) $140,999 2354 160/185 10.5

Odyssey 2.4 EX-S (A) $140,999 2354 174/196 11.5

Odyssey 2.4 EXV-S (A) $149,999 2354 174/196 11.5

Odyssey 2.4 EXV-S Navi (A) $153,999 2354 174/196 11.5

Legend 3.5 (A) $344,999 3471 308/NA NA

FORDFORD  Regent Motors   
Tel: 6376-2233

HONDA
HONDA Kah Motor   

Tel: 6840-6888

CHEVROLETCHEVROLET Alpine Motors Pte Ltd   
Tel: 6511-3033

AUDIAUDI Premium Automobiles   
Tel: 6566-1111

BMW Perfomance Motors   
Tel: 6319-0100

BENTLEY *prices not inclusive of COEBENTLEY Wearnes Automotive   
Tel: 6378-2628

CITROENCITROEN   CYCLE & CARRIAGE  
 Tel: 6479-2792

CHRYSLERCHRYSLER   Jeep Automotive of Singapore 
Tel: 6479-3333

ALFA ROMEO
ALFA ROMEO EuroAutomobile

Tel: 6474-2200

BMW M 
BMW M Munich Automobiles

 Tel: 6899-6996

BMW ALPINA
BMW ALPINA Munich Automobiles

 Tel: 6473-7117

BMW M PERFORMANCE 

BMW M PERFORMANCE 
AUTOMOBILES

Munich Automobiles
 Tel: 6899-6996

FERRARI *prices not inclusive of COEFERRARI  Ital Auto   
Tel: 6475-1118

*prices not inclusive of COE
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ALFA ROMEO

$139,800 1368 135/207 8.2

$155,800 1368 170/218 7.7

ALFA ROMEO

Accent 1.4 GL 4dr (M) $83,999 1368 99/185 11.8

Accent 1.4 CVT 4dr (A) $85,999 1368 99/185 11.8

Accent 1.4 GL 5dr (M) $83,999 1368 99/185 11.8

Accent 1.4 CVT 5dr (A) $85,999 1368 99/185 11.8

Elantra 1.6 GLS (A) $88,999 1591 126/195 11.6

Elantra 1.6 S (A) $92,999 1591 126/195 11.6

Elantra 1.6 Elite (A) $100,999 1591 126/195 11.6

Veloster 1.6 MPI (M) $98,999 1591 130/195 10.7

Veloster 1.6 MPI (A) $100,999 1591 130/190 11.5

Veloster 1.6 GDI Turbo (A) $117,999 1591 183/200 10.3

Sonata 2.0 MPi (A) $112,999 1999 152/200 12.4

Sonata 2.0 MPi Sunroof (A) $122,999 1999 152/200 12.4

i40 Wagon 2.0 (A) $117,999 1998 166/200 10.9

Tucson 2.0 GLS (A) $112,999 1999 153/181 11.1

Tucson 2.0 GLS Sunroof (A) $122,999 1999 153/181 11.1

Tucson 2.0 CRDI (A) $129,999 1995 182/201 9.3

Santa Fe 2.2 GLS Sunroof (A) $158,999 2199 197/203 9.6

Santa Fe 2.4 GDI Sunroof (A) $153,999 2359 176/190 10.6

Genesis 3.8 GLS Grand (A) $249,888 3778 311/240 6.5

INFINITI

Q50 2.0T (A) $173,800 1990 205/245 7.2

Q50 2.0T Premium (A) $180,800 1990 205/245 7.2

Q50 2.0T Sport (A) $193,800 1990 205/245 7.2

Q70 2.5 Premium (A) $224,800 2495 219/231 9.2

Q70 3.5 Hybrid Premium (A) $301,800 3498 360/250 5.5

Q70 3.7 Premium (A) $291,800 3696 320/250 6.2

QX80 5.6 (A) $415,800 5552 400/210 7.6

JEEP

Cherokee 2.4 Limited (A) $208,000 2360 174/175 NA

Cherokee 2.4 Trailhawk (A) $218,000 2360 174/175 NA

Grand Cherokee 3.6 Summit (A) $298,000 3604 286/206 9.1

Grand Cherokee 6.4 SRT8 (A) $360,000 6424 470/NA NA

Wrangler Sahara 3.6 (A) $218,000 3604 284/180 8.1

Wrangler Sahara Altitude III 3.6 (A) $228,000 3604 284/180 8.1

Wrangler Unlimited Sahara Diesel 2.8 (A) $238,000 2776 200/172 10.7

Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon 3.6 (A) $253,000 3604 284/180 8.9

KIA

Forte K3 1.6 EX (A) $86,999 1591 128/190 11.6

Forte K3 1.6 SX (A) $92,999 1591 128/190 11.6

Carens 2.0 GDI (A) $108,999 1999 164/200 10.8

Optima K5 2.0 (A) $119,999 1999 161/202 10.5

Sorento 2.2 EX CRDi (A) $150,999 2199 197/203 9.6

Sorento 2.2 SX CRDi (A) $160,999 2199 197/203 9.6

Sorento 2.4 EX GDI (A) $146,999 2359 185/195 10.2

Sorento 2.4 SX GDI (A) $156,999 2359 185/195 10.2

LEXUS

CT200h Executive (A) $173,000 1798 136/180 10.3

CT200h Luxury (A) $193,000 1798 136/180 10.3

NX200t Classic (A) $210,000 1998 234/200 7.3

NX200t Executive (A) $218,000 1998 234/200 7.3

NX200t Luxury (A) $233,000 1998 234/200 7.3

NX200t F Sport (A) $233,000 1998 234/200 7.3

NX300h Executive (A) $231,000 2494 194/180 9.2

NX300h Luxury (A) $244,000 2494 194/180 9.2

RC350 Luxury (A) $319,000 3456 312/230 6.3

RC F (A) $439,000 4969 470/270 4.5

ES250 Executive (A) $213,000 2494 184/207 9.8

ES250 Luxury (A) $225,000 2494 184/207 9.8

ES300h Executive (A) $223,000 2494 205/180 8.5

ES300h Luxury (A) $235,000 2494 205/180 8.5

GS F (A) $454,000 4969 470/270 4.6

LS460 SWB (A) $498,000 4608 382/250 5.7

LS460 LWB (A) $551,000 4608 382/250 5.7

LS600h (A) $645,000 4969 445/250 6.3

LOTUS *prices not inclusive of COE

Elise 1.6 Club Racer (M) $169,668 1598 134/204 6.5

Exige S 3.5 V6 (M) $330,668 3456 345/274 4.0

Evora S 3.5 IPS (A) $368,668 3456 350/277 4.8

Evora 400 3.5 IPS (A) $433,668 3500 400/280 4.2

MAZDA

2 1.5 Hatchback Standard (A) $96,888 1498 103/168 12.5

2 1.5 Hatchback Deluxe (A) $102,888 1498 103/168 12.5

3 1.5 Hatchback Standard (A) $104,888 1496 118/180 11.8

3 1.5 Hatchback Deluxe (A) $112,888 1496 118/180 11.8

3 2.0 Hatchback Sport (A) NA 1998 162/208 8.9

3 1.5 Sedan Standard (A) $99,888 1496 118/180 11.8

3 1.5 Sedan Deluxe (A) $105,888 1496 118/180 11.8

3 2.0 Sedan Sport (A) NA 1998 162/208 8.9

5 2.0 (A) $113,888 1999 142/186 12.4

6 2.0 V (A) $124,888 1998 155/205 10.5

6 2.0 V Executive (A) $129,888 1998 155/205 10.5

6 2.5 V Premium (A) $135,888 2488 187/250 8.1

6 2.5 R Luxury (A) $148,888 2488 187/250 8.1

6 Wagon 2.5 R-Grade Luxury (A) $144,888 2488 185/250 8.2

Biante 2.0 Deluxe (A) $137,888 1998 149/176 12.7

CX-5 2.0 (A) $131,888 1998 153/187 9.5

CX-5 2.0 Premium (A) $139,888 1998 153/187 9.5

CX-5 2.5 Luxury (A) $145,888 2488 185/198 9.2

CX-5 2.2 Diesel (A) NA 2192 173/204 9.4

MX-5 2.0 (M) NA 1998 160/214 7.3

MX-5 2.0 (A) NA 1998 160/198 8.0

MERCEDES BENZ

A180 Style (A) $135,888 1595 121/202 9.1

A45 AMG (A) $271,888 1991 360/250 4.6

B180 Style (A) $149,888 1595 120/200 9.1

B180 Urban (A) $156,888 1595 120/200 9.1

B200 Style (A) $159,888 1595 154/220 8.4

B200 Urban (A) $167,888 1595 154/220 8.4

CLA180 (A) $165,888 1595 121/210 9.2

CLA200 (A) $171,888 1595 154/230 8.5

CLA250 Sport (A) $184,888 1991 208/240 5.2

CLA45 AMG (A) $285,888 1991 360/250 4.6

CLA200 Shooting Brake (A) $166,888 1595 154/225 8.7

CLA250 Shooting Brake 4Matic (A) $190,888 1991 208/240 6.8

CLA45 AMG Shooting Brake 4Matic (A) $289,888 1991 360/250 4.7

GLA180 (A) $166,888 1595 121/200 8.7

GLA250 4Matic (A) $191,888 1991 211/230 7.1

GLA45 AMG 4Matic (A) $272,888 1991 360/250 4.8

C180 Avantgarde (A) $176,888 1595 154/223 8.5

C180 Exclusive (A) $179,888 1595 154/223 8.5

C180 AMG Line (A) $190,888 1595 154/223 8.5

C200 Avantgarde (A) $207,888 1991 184/235 7.3

C200 Exclusive (A) $210,888 1991 184/235 7.3

C200 AMG Line (A) $220,888 1991 184/235 7.3

C250 Avantgarde (A) $221,888 1991 208/250 6.6

C250 AMG Line (A) $235,888 1991 208/250 6.6

C63 AMG (A) $428,888 3982 469/250 4.1

C63 S AMG (A) $448,888 3982 503/250 4.0

C200 Estate Avantgarde (A) $209,888 1991 181/233 7.5

GLC250 4Matic (A) $220,888 1991 211/222 7.3

SLK200 (A) $253,888 1796 184/237 7.0

E200 Edition E (A) $262,888 1991 184/233 8.4

E250 Edition E (A) $273,888 1991 204/242 7.5

E63 AMG S (A) $534,888 5461 585/250 4.1

E250 Estate Elegance (A) $245,888 1991 204/242 7.5

E400 Estate Avantgarde (A) $296,888 2996 329/250 5.4

E200 Coupe (A) $251,888 1991 184/237 8.3

E250 Coupe (A) $262,888 1796 204/248 7.6

E200 Cabriolet (A) $261,888 1991 184/237 8.6

E250 Cabriolet (A) $277,888 1796 204/240 7.8

CLS400 (A) $347,888 2996 329/250 5.3

CLS400 Shooting Brake (A) $357,888 2996 329/250 5.3

GLE400 4Matic (A) $335,888 2996 329/247 6.1

GLE400 Coupe 4Matic (A) $345,888 2996 329/247 5.9

GLE450 AMG Coupe 4Matic (A) $375,888 2996 362/250 5.7

S350L BlueTec (A) $424,888 2987 255/250 6.8

S400L (A) $441,888 2996 328/250 5.5

S400L Hybrid (A) $461,888 3498 306/250 NA

S500L (A) $571,888 4663 455/250 4.8

S600L Maybach (A) $788,888 5980 530/250 5.0

S500 Coupe (A) $608,888 4663 455/250 4.6

SL400 (A) $450,888 2996 328/250 5.2

SL500 (A) $578,888 4663 435/250 4.6

SL63 AMG (A) $788,888 5461 537/250 4.3

SL65 AMG (A) $963,888 5980 630/250 4.0

GL350 BlueTec 4Matic (A) $407,888 2987 258/220 7.9

GL400 4Matic (A) $413,888 2996 328/250 5.4

GL63 AMG (A) $637,888 5461 557/250 4.9

AMG GT S (A) $678,888 3982 503/310 3.8

MINI

One 1.2 (A) $118,300 1198 102/195 10.2

One 5 Door 1.2 (A) $121,300 1198 102/192 10.5

Cooper 1.5 (A) $129,300 1499 134/210 7.8

Cooper 5 Door 1.5 (A) $132,300 1499 134/207 8.1

Cooper D 1.5 (A) $130,300 1496 116/200 9.2

Cooper S 2.0 (A) $155,300 1998 192/233 6.7

Cooper S 5 Door 2.0 (A) $158,300 1998 192/230 6.8

Cooper John Cooper Works 2.0 (A) $182,300 1998 228/246 6.1

Cooper Clubman 1.5 (A) $148,300 1499 134/205 9.1

Cooper S Clubman 2.0 (A) $175,300 1998 192/228 7.1

Cooper Countryman 1.6 (A) $154,300 1598 120/182 11.6

Cooper S Countryman 1.6 (A) $176,300 1598 184/210 7.8

Cooper Paceman 1.6 (A) $154,300 1598 120/184 11.5

Cooper S Paceman 1.6 (A) $176,300 1598 184/212 7.8

MITSUBISHI

Attrage 1.2 (A) $79,999 1193 77/170 14.0

Lancer EX 1.6 Sports (A) $89,999 1590 119/180 13.6

ASX 2.0 (A) $103,999 1998 154/190 11.5

Outlander 2.4 G-Line (A) $119,999 2360 165/195 11.2

INFINITIINFINITI Wearnes Automotive
Tel: 6430-4840

JEEPJEEP Jeep Automotive of Singapore 
Tel: 6479-3333

KIAKIA Cycle & Carriage Kia   
Tel: 6471-0002 / 6745-0002

LEXUSLEXUS  Borneo Motors
Tel: 6631-1388

ALFA ROMEO
HYUNDAI Komoco Motors

Tel: 6475-8888

LOTUS *prices not inclusive of COELOTUS Richburg Lotus Singapore
Tel: 6283-7067*prices not inclusive of COE

MAZDA
MAZDA Trans Eurokars

Tel: 6603-6118

MERCEDES BENZ
MERCEDES-BENZ   Cycle & Carriage  

 Tel: 6298-1818

MINIMINI Eurokars Habitat Pte Ltd
  Tel: 6473-3777

MITSUBISHIMITSUBISHI  Cycle & Carriage Automotive  
 Tel: 6473-9722
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ALFA ROMEO

$139,800 1368 135/207 8.2

$155,800 1368 170/218 7.7

Note 1.2 CVT (A) $79,988 1198 78/NA NA

Note 1.2 DIG-S Supercharged (A) $83,988 1198 98/167 12.0

Almera 1.5 Comfort (A) $89,988 1498 99/170 13.3

Almera 1.5 Premium (A) $91,988 1498 99/170 13.3

Sylphy 1.6 Premium (A) $96,988 1598 114/180 11.7

Sylphy 1.8 Premium (A) $105,988 1798 129/186 11.4

Sylphy 1.6 SSS DIG-T (A) $121,988 1618 188/205 8.4

Juke 1.6 (A) $98,988 1598 117/170 11.5

Qashqai 1.2 DIG-T (A) $103,388 1197 114/173 12.9

Qashqai 2.0 Premium (A) $115,988 1997 144/184 10.1

X-Trail 2.0 Premium (A) $120,988 1997 142/180 12.1

Teana 2.0 (A) $122,988 1997 134/190 12.1

Teana 2.5 (A) $130,988 2488 173/210 10.1

Teana 3.5 (A) $178,988 3498 249/210 7.9

Elgrand Highway Star 8-seater 2.5 (A) $155,988 2488 170/180 12.6

Elgrand Highway Star 7-seater 2.5 (A) $161,988 2488 170/180 12.6

GTR Black Edition 3.8 (A) $474,988 3799 485/310 3.8

OPEL

Meriva 1.4 Turbo (A) $103,800 1364 118/185 11.9

Zafira Tourer 1.4 Classic Turbo (A) $133,800 1362 120/188 13.0

Insignia 1.6 Turbo (A) $133,800 1598 168/210 9.9

PEUGEOT 

308 1.2 PureTech Allure (A) $112,900 1199 129/200 10.2

308 SW 1.2 PureTech Allure (A) $115,900 1199 129/200 10.7

3008 1.6 e-HDi ETG (A) $115,900 1560 115/183 12.6

508 1.6 EAT6 Allure (A) $139,900 1598 162/210 8.9

508 1.6 BlueHDi EAT6 Allure (A) $129,900 1560 118/210 12.1

508 SW 1.6 EAT6 Allure (A) $146,900 1598 162/210 8.9

5008 1.6 e-HDi ETG (A) $124,900 1560 115/183 13.3

PORSCHE  *prices not inclusive of COE

Macan 2.0 (A) $230,088 1984 233/223 6.9

Macan S (A) $278,788 2997 335/254 5.4

Macan S Diesel (A) $263,088 2967 255/230 6.3

Macan GTS (A) $326,488 2997 360/256 5.2

Macan Turbo (A) $379,888 3604 400/266 4.8

718 Boxster (A) $258,788 1988 295/275 4.7

718 Boxster S (A) $316,588 2497 345/285 4.2

Cayman S (A) $316,788 3436 325/281 4.9

Cayman GTS (A) $361,688 3436 335/283 4.8

Cayman GT4 (M) $432,688 3800 385/295 4.4

911 Carrera Coupe (A) $446,488 2981 365/293 4.2

911 Carrera Cabriolet (A) $509,788 2981 365/290 4.4

911 Carrera S Coupe (A) $508,488 2981 414/306 3.9

911 Carrera S Cabriolet (A) $572,588 2981 414/304 4.1

911 Carrera 4S Coupe (A) $544,088 2981 414/303 3.8

911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet (A) $607,488 2981 414/301 4.0

911 Carrera Turbo Coupe (A) $743,288 3800 532/320 3.0

911 Carrera Turbo Cabriolet (A) $812,988 3800 532/320 3.1

911 Targa 4 (A) $544,688 2981 272/287 4.3

911 Targa 4S (A) $607,488 2981 414/301 4.0

Cayenne (A) $297,788 3598 295/230 7.7

Cayenne S (A) $398,288 3604 414/259 5.5

Cayenne GTS (A) $486,888 3604 434/262 5.2

Cayenne Turbo (A) $588,088 4806 500/278 4.7

Cayenne Diesel (A) $304,488 2967 259/221 7.3

Cayenne Diesel S (A) $408,688 4134 382/252 5.7

Panamera S (A) $511,188 2997 420/287 5.1

Panamera 4S (A) $531,688 4806 414/286 4.8

Panamera GTS (A) $623,588 4806 434/288 4.4

Panamera Turbo S (A) $870,288 4806 562/310 3.8

Panamera Diesel (A) $363,888 2967 296/259 6.0

Panamera S E-Hybrid (A) $496,188 2995 333/270 5.5

RENAULT

Clio 1.5 dCi (A) $110,999 1461 88/176 12.9

Megane 1.5 dCi GT-Line (A) $120,999 1461 110/190 11.9

Fluence 1.5 dCi (A) $111,999 1598 112/185 11.0

Fluence 1.5 dCi Privilege (A) $118,999 1598 112/185 11.0

Kadjar 1.5 dCi (A) $124,999 1461 110/181 11.7

Grand Scenic 1.5 dCi (A) $132,999 1461 110/180 14.3

SSANGYONG

Tivoli 1.6 (A) $119,888 1597 128/175 NA

Stavic 2.0 eXDI 7-Seater (A) $149,888 1998 153/181 NA

Stavic 2.0 eXDI 9-Seater (A) $152,888 1998 153/181 NA

SUBARU

WRX 2.0 (A) $141,600 1998 268/240 6.3

WRX 2.0 (M) $141,600 1998 264/NA NA

WRX STI 2.5 (M) $179,600 2457 296/255 5.2

XV 1.6i-S (A) $101,800 1600 114/175 13.1

Levorg 1.6 GT-S (A) $126,800 1600 168/210 8.9

Forester 2.0i-L (A) $113,800 1994 150/185 12.7

Forester 2.0 XT (A) $125,800 1994 240/221 7.5

Legacy 2.5i-S (A) $122,800 2498 173/210 9.6

Outback 2.5i-S (A) $125,800 2498 173/198 10.2

BRZ 2.0 (M) $133,600 1998 200/226 7.6

BRZ 2.0 (A) $133,600 1998 200/210 8.2

SUZUKI

Swift 1.4 GLX Plus (A) $88,900 1372 95/165 12.3

Swift 1.4 GLX Premium (A) $91,900 1372 95/165 12.3

Swift 1.4 GLX Plus Special Edition (A) $91,900 1372 95/165 12.3

Swift 1.4 GLX Premium Sp' Edition (A) $93,900 1372 95/165 12.3

Swift Sport 1.6 Plus (M) $98,900 1586 136/195 8.7

Swift Sport 1.6 Premium (M) $101,900 1586 136/195 8.7

Swift Sport 1.6 Plus (A) $101,900 1586 134/185 8.7

Swift Sport 1.6 Premium (A) $104,900 1586 134/185 8.7

S-Cross 1.6 2WD Plus (A) $100,900 1598 115/170 12.4

S-Cross 1.6 2WD Premium (A) $105,900 1598 115/170 12.4

S-Cross 1.6 P'Roof 4WD Plus (A) $106,900 1598 115/165 13.5

S-Cross 1.6 P'Roof 4WD Premium (A) $110,900 1598 115/165 13.5

Ciaz 1.4 Plus (A) $94,900 1373 91/180 12.4

Ciaz 1.4 Premium (A) $97,900 1373 91/180 12.4

Vitara 1.6 Plus (A) $107,900 1586 118/180 13.0

Vitara 1.6 Premium (A) $111,900 1586 118/180 13.0

TOYOTA

Vios 1.5 Elegance (A) $102,888 1495 107/170 12.0

Avanza 1.5 (A) $112,888 1495 99/165 15.0

Corolla Altis 1.6 Standard (A) $109,888 1598 121/180 10.7

Corolla Altis 1.6 Elegance (A) $116,888 1598 121/180 10.7

Prius C 1.5 (A) $105,888 1497 100/170 10.7

Prius 1.8 (A) NA 1798 120/180 NA

Wish 1.8 Standard (A) $115,888 1794 132/180 11.3

NISSAN Tan Chong Motors Sales
Tel: 6266-7711

OPEL

$

OPEL   Auto Germany Pte Ltd   
Tel: 6922-3288

PEUGEOTPEUGEOT Autofrance   
Tel: 6376-2288

RENAULT
RENAULT  Wearnes Automotive  

 Tel:6471-3313

SSANGYONG
SSANGYONG       Motorway Group 

Tel: 6468-2200

SUBARUSUBARU  Motor Image Enterprises   
Tel: 6473-0333 / 6417-0333

SUZUKI
SUZUKI  Champion Motors   

Tel: 6631-1118

TOYOTATOYOTA    Borneo Motors  
 Tel: 6475-1288

PORSCHE  *prices not inclusive of COEPORSCHE  Stuttgart Auto Pte Ltd   
Tel: 6363-0911 / 6472-4433

*prices not 
inclusive of COE

Wish 1.8 Elegance (A) $118,888 1794 132/180 11.3

Camry 2.0 (A) $138,888 1998 147/190 11.0

Camry 2.5 (A) $142,888 2494 181/205 9.5

RAV4 2.0 Premium (A) $155,888 1987 150/185 10.7

Previa 2.4 7 Seater Standard (A) $167,888 2362 168/180 11.5

Previa 2.4 8 Seater w MR (A) $173,888 2362 168/180 11.5

Alphard 2.5 Elegance (A) $194,888 2494 180/170 11.3

Vellfire 2.5 Elegance (A) $194,888 2494 180/170 11.3

Fortuner 2.7 (A) $188,888 2694 163/175 12.4

VOLKSWAGEN

Polo 1.2 TSI (A) $93,300 1197 89/184 10.8

Beetle 1.2 TSI (A) $117,800 1197 105/180 10.9

Beetle 1.4 TSI (A) $134,300 1390 160/207 8.3

Golf 1.2 TSI (A) $99,300 1197 104/192 10.2

Golf 1.4 TSI (A) $109,300 1395 122/203 9.3

Golf 1.4 TSI EQP (A) $115,800 1395 122/203 9.3

Golf 1.4 TSI R-Line (A) $129,800 1395 122/203 9.3

Golf Variant 1.4 TSI R-Line (A) $133,800 1395 122/205 9.5

Golf GTI Cabriolet 2.0 TSI (A) $176,800 1984 210/235 7.3

Scirocco 1.4 TSI (A) $117,800 1390 160/218 8.0

Scirocco 1.4 TSI EQP (A) $132,300 1390 160/218 8.0

Scirocco R 2.0 TSI (A) $190,800 1984 253/250 6.0

Jetta 1.4 TSI Trendline (A) $103,300 1390 121/202 9.8

Jetta 1.4 TSI Highline (A) $114,300 1390 122/202 9.8

Jetta 1.4 TSI Sportline (A) $119,300 1390 122/202 9.8

Passat 1.8 TSI Comfortline (A) $145,800 1798 178/250 7.9

Passat 1.8 TSI Highline (A) $150,800 1798 178/250 7.9

Passat 2.0 TSI Exclusiveline (A) $172,800 1984 217/246 6.7

Passat Variant 2.0 TSI R-Line (A) $184,300 1984 217/244 6.9

CC 2.0 TSI R-Line (A) $173,300 1984 210/240 7.3

Sportsvan 1.4 Comfortline (A) $116,300 1395 125/200 9.9

Sportsvan 1.4 Highline (A) $130,300 1395 125/200 9.9

Tiguan 1.4 TSI EQP (A) $138,800 1390 158/198 8.9

Tiguan 2.0 TSI R-Line (A) $169,300 1984 200/210 7.4

Phaeton 3.6 V6 (A) $350,800 3597 280/250 8.9

Phaeton 3.6 V6 LWB (A) $372,800 3597 280/250 8.9

Phaeton 4.2 V8 LWB (A) $394,800 4172 335/250 6.9

VOLVO

V40 T2 (A) $145,000 1498 122/190 9.8

V40 T2 R-Design (A) $155,000 1498 122/190 9.8

V40 Cross Country T5 (A) $170,000 1969 245/210 6.1

S60 T2 (A) $155,000 1498 122/195 10.2

S60 D4 (A) $160,000 1969 190/230 7.6

S60 T5 Drive-E (A) $170,000 1969 245/230 6.3

S60 T5 R-Design (A) $183,000 1969 245/230 6.3

V60 T5 Drive-E (A) $185,000 1969 245/230 6.4

V60 Cross Country T5 Drive-E (A) $195,000 1969 245/210 6.6

S80 T5 Drive-E (A) $170,000 1969 245/230 6.5

XC60 T5 Drive-E (A) $205,000 1969 245/210 7.2

XC60 T5 R-Design (A)  $220,000 1969 245/210 7.2

XC60 T5 Ocean Race Edition (A)  $215,000 1969 245/210 7.2

XC90 D4 Momentum (A) $285,000 1969 190/205 9.2

XC90 D5 Momentum (A) $315,000 1969 225/220 7.8

XC90 D5 Inscription (A) $335,000 1969 225/220 7.8

XC90 T5 Momentum (A) $285,000 1969 254/215 8.2

XC90 T6 Momentum (A) $315,000 1969 320/230 6.5

XC90 T6 Inscription (A) $335,000 1969 320/230 6.5

XC90 T6 R-Design (A) $335,000 1969 320/230 6.5

VOLKSWAGENVOLKSWAGEN  Volkswagen Centre Singapore   
Tel: 6474-8288

VOLVOVOLVO Wearnes Automotive 
Tel: 6473-1488
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