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M
aking the most of your outdoor space all year 

round can be achieved with the right balance 

of shade and shelter. Getting the best out 

of that space takes good planning as well as 

selection and placement of materials, furniture, 

lighting, heating and cooking appliances. To fi nd out more 

about how Australians use their outdoor spaces, we asked two 

couples to open their homes to us for this issue. In both homes, 

all these elements have been carefully considered and creatively 

applied, and demonstrate the lifestyle benefi ts of outdoor rooms 

fi rst-hand.

First, we visited the Tilston residence on Queensland’s Gold 

Coast. Rosemary and John spend many months of the year in 

their fabulous outdoor space enjoying the pool and entertaining 

area with their family and friends. Rosemary designed and 

furnished the space, and her designer eye ensures it works 

perfectly and always looks beautiful whether enjoying a quiet 

breakfast for two or a pool party with friends. 

Next, we visited Mac and Mardee McDonough’s home in 

Sydney’s Hunters Hill, which is a magnet for serious foodies. 

Style gurus in business, this couple entertains with great fl air. 

On the day we visited, they created a wonderful Mediterranean-

inspired spread for guests to make their own pizzas for lunch. 

This garden oasis sees many such gastronomic occasions 

prepared in the McDonough’s custom pizza oven, paella oven 

or barbecue, and when the temperature falls, the fi repits are 

fi red up so the party never stops!

Next issue, we’ll be including more personal projects from 

around the country, so if you have your own that you’d like to 

share with our readers, please write to me and you may even 

fi nd yourself in the pages of Outdoor Rooms magazine. 

If, like me, you are about to start your own project and need 

some ideas, the fabulous projects we’ve selected this issue will 

provide lots of inspiration. I plan to have my outdoor space in 

northern New South Wales completed in time for spring. At 

present, I’m also considering including a swimming pool to 

give some relief from the region’s hot summers. I hope to share 

my project with you next issue — there’s nothing like putting 

something in writing to get you motivated!

Enjoy this issue.

Kate St James, FDIA

Editor-in-Chief
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Decorative metal screening and décor that
will transform your outdoor space.

Tombo Design specialises in architectural and decorative

metal privacy screens for residential and commercial use.

The company also produces an array of metal wall art, garden 

features, fi re pits and illuminated pieces so you can create a 

fully coordinated look to enhance any outdoor space.
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MAIN EVENT
Not just an accessory for the pool, cabanas are 

proving themselves as worthy competition

Words John Storch Photography A Total Concept



T
he perfect oasis, a cabana off ers a space that is purely 

designed for relaxation and taking the time to unwind. 

In this case, a cabana was placed away from the pool 

to ensure striking views of the natural surroundings.  

Senior design manager of A Total Concept 

Landscape Architects + Swimming Pool Designers Shaun Wright 

was commissioned to incorporate a cabana on this North Shore 

Sydney property for the owners, their children and guests to enjoy.

“Not all cabanas need to be adjacent to pools,” says Shaun. 

“This cabana was set separate and elevated from the pool to take 

advantage of the magnifi cent district views. I also set this cabana

to the rear of the property to visually maximise the lawn and 

garden between the residence and outdoor room.”

The cabana also doubles as a study and a games/sleepover 

16
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OPPOSITE A plant box bursting with greenery is an easy way to add colour
ABOVE A pool table is a great and fun addition to the cabana
LEFT Large, open windows let streams of light into the space 

›

room for children — far enough away so that music and electronic 

games are not heard in the home, but still close enough for 

parents to know their kids are safe. Additionally, the cabana has a 

private large timber entertaining deck set within the native gardens 

also designed by A Total Concept.

The contemporary, Australian-style cabana includes features 

such as 900mm x 900mm sandstone stepping stones, polished 

concrete fl oors and automatic windows. The cabana’s high ceiling 

enables airfl ow throughout the structure and visually increases 

the size of the space. A well-equipped work shed and separate 

bathroom are also linked to the cabana. 

A wall-mounted LCD television, built-in cabinetry, comfortable 

The gardens also provide a mix of 
perfumed fl owers and 
designated vegetable gardens for 

added interest
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lounge and pool table were incorporated to ensure family fun 

is well catered for. Ceiling fans and radiant heaters keep guests 

comfortable no matter the weather. At night, the cabana is well lit 

with concealed strip lighting and LED downlighting for functional 

 The contemporary, 
Australian-style cabana 

includes features such 
as 900mm x 900mm sandstone 
stepping stones, polished concrete 
fl oors and automatic windows

purposes and sits within the surrounding lawn and garden areas 

that are also well lit with energy-effi  cient LED lighting.

The surrounding gardens feature Australian native plantings, 

some of which include grass trees, spider lily, ti-tree, dianella, 

coastal rosemary, Gymea lily, bush orchids and king orchids 

together with some old favourites such as lavender and frangipani. 

The gardens also provide a mix of perfumed fl owers and 

designated vegetable gardens for added interest.

The end result of the works designed by A Total Concept is

a beautifully integrated space for the owners and their family to 

relax, unwind and entertain in.  

Outdoor room and garden design A Total Concept Landscape 

Architects + Swimming Pool Designers

Email  design@atotalconcept.com.au

Website atotalconcept.com.au

A plush rug brings a luxe
element to the space
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BONDI DAYS 
A pool, outdoor kitchen and a calming 

atmosphere — what more could you want 
from a slice of outdoor heaven?

Words Annabelle Cloros Photography Danny Kildare
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L
iving in Bondi comes with many perks — great 

restaurants, a positive vibe and, of course, the famous 

beach. But if dodging tourists and spending time on

a crowded beach doesn’t appeal to you, creating your 

own private oasis is the perfect plan B.

Masterminded by Iconic Landscaping, this Bondi Junction 

home boasts the ideal space to unwind and spend lazy summer 

days outside. With a body of work including a pool, entertaining/

dining area, barbecue and pavilion, there’s no need to leave 

home for a sunny day by the water.

Armed with a brief to create an area that’s family friendly, 

director of Iconic Landscaping Nathan Boutros says the

project had two purposes — to be “family friendly, where

the kids had their area and [where] the adults could have

an entertainer’s paradise”.

Beginning the project with land that was “blank and very 

steep”, the space has now been transformed into a modern area 

where the L-shaped pool is the centrepiece. Situated on the right 

side of the garden, the pool can be directly accessed from the 

outdoor dining area with just a few steps. Surrounded by a glass 

fence and lined with hedges and lush green plants, there’s also 

an outdoor shower for swimmers to rinse off  before heading 

back indoors. Grey tiles were used to pave the pool area, which 

complement the bright blue colour of the water.

Directly behind the pool sits a cabana with a timber fl oor and 

other timber accents throughout. Providing shade on those 

scorcher days, occupants have the choice of working on their 

tan or relaxing on the lounge in the cabana. The structure adds

a beachy feel to the garden, which has a modern aesthetic, 

With a body of work including 
a pool , entertaining/dining 

area , BBQ and pavilion , there’s 
no need to leave home 

for a sunny day by the water

RIGHT Brilliantly lit up at night, it's easy to imagine summer barbecues 
under the stars in this stunning outdoor space

22
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it to the environment in which it exists. 

To match the paving in the pool area and garden stairs, large 

stone pavers extend from the back steps of the home and over 

the manicured green lawn, creating a feeling of cohesion.

An outdoor kitchen is a luxury all homes should invest in. 

Complete with a rangehood, cooking area, barbecue, sink and 

dining table, the outdoor kitchen provides the family with

a space to dine outside overlooking the picturesque garden

and inviting pool.

Combining all the elements necessary for a peaceful day in 

the garden or a dinner party at night, this home now houses a 

stunning outdoor room that suits just about any occasion. 

Design and construction Iconic Landscaping

Website iconiclandscaping.com.au

Situated on the right side of the 
garden , the pool can be 
directly accessed from 
the outdoor dining area with just 

a few steps 

ABOVE Get some vitamin D or relax in the shade — the choice is yours!
BELOW Protruding plants add a rustic element to the modern space

24
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When it comes to offering protection for your outdoor areas from harsh sunlight, 

strong wind and rain, Outrigger Awnings has everything covered. Since 1994, Sydney 
based Outrigger has been designing and manufacturing stylish custom-designed fabric 
structures for domestic and commercial applications. Our extensive range of motorised and 
manual awnings utilise the highest quality rainproof and shade fabrics that will last from 18 
to 20 years. Outrigger currently manufacture retracting awnings and sails, batten awnings, 
outdoor blinds, cantilevered awnings and stylish carports. Why not create your own outdoor 
room as an additional living area to be enjoyed all year round.

Call us now or visit our website for your free design consultation.

PROTECTION
      STYLE &

Tel. (02) 9905 8473
www.outriggerawnings.com.au



NEW BEGINNINGS
Nathan Burkett and his design team set out to turn 

an empty space into something special

Words Annabelle Cloros Photography John Wheatley





Zen-like in aesthetic, this outdoor 
space is ideal for peaceful moments



F
or a young family, creating an outdoor space that 

is both safe and aesthetically pleasing is a delicate 

balancing act, which is why award-winning designer 

Nathan Burkett and his team were brought in to 

conjure a space that creates architectural features out 

of the natural landscape.

The purpose of the space was two-fold according to Nathan, 

who was tasked with producing “an entertaining area for family 

and friends and creating a stunning architectural feature when 

viewed from the inside of the home”. 

As a new build, the block was a clean slate, but sloping levels 

posed a challenge for Nathan and his team. To overcome this, 

they worked with existing wall structures to create a feature and 

elevate the pool area, leading to the creation of two separate 

spaces — a child-friendly grass area and a formal pool.

As the space features materials including glass, timber, 

concrete and stone tiling, furnishings in teak were used to 

balance and soften the industrial feel. With a focus on utilising 

mature tree plantings where possible, crab apple trees, oak

trees, irises, lilly pillies and fi cus hedging were planted along

with ornamental pear trees. 

A key feature of the space is the outdoor room that leads 

off  the living area. The room contains a custom-designed in-

built barbecue area with a rendered back wall, stainless-steel 

benchtop and Corten steel cabinetry. Bringing the outdoors in, 

the space is essentially a glass box that enables the garden to 

be experienced all year round. “I like to ensure the garden looks 

equally impressive from the inside, as typically in Melbourne, 

many gardens are enjoyed from the inside just as much as they 

are from the outside,” says Nathan.

The unique pool area is surrounded by timber lounges and 

matching timber slats that adorn the fence. A concrete slab 

was created along the contours of the land’s natural slope and 

surrounds the perimeter of the pool.

To address environmental concerns, a fully automated irrigation 

system connected to underground water tanks was installed.›

LEFT This space is the ideal place to kick back with a good book and relax
BELOW Bright accessories liven up the neutral area

Outdoor Rooms 
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Lined with plants and timber details, the 
pool area is the perfect combination of 

traditional and modern accents

Outdoor Rooms 



The system senses when it’s raining and switches on

and off  accordingly.

It’s safe to say this young family will be enjoying their 

immaculate garden no matter the season, spending quality time 

together in their unique outdoor abode that can be experienced 

indoors and out. 

Design and construction Nathan Burkett Design

Website nathanburkett.com.au

“I like to ensure the 
garden looks equally 
impressive from the 

inside, as typically in Melbourne, 
many gardens are enjoyed from the 
inside just as much as they are from 

the outside” — Nathan Burkett

Outdoor Rooms 
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BAYSIDE BLISS
There’s nothing like being transported to a new 

world in your very own backyard
Words Annabelle Cloros Photography Patrick Redmond



C
reating a space that is equally as stylish as your 

own home ensures both outdoor and indoor 

spaces fl ow with ease. With hints of timber, a 

neutral colour scheme and wide open spaces, this 

project is living proof of a cohesive vision.

Designed and constructed by Victorian company Custom 

Outdoor Living, inspiration struck from the will to create

a modern and sophisticated area. “The brief from the client was 

to provide an outdoor covered area that matched the existing 

dwelling and had to be ‘sexy’,” says Custom Outdoor Living’s 

senior draftsman Steve Mann.

Maintaining the style of the Bayside house was essential for 

the homeowners. “The upper structure has a rendered fi nish to 

match the existing structure, which is supported by stained timber 

posts that penetrate through the decking,” says Steve.

The outdoor area consists of a pool, covered dining area 

with barbecue and table as well as a statement fi replace clad by 

natural stone to match the one within the existing residence. 

“Other luxuries that serve this area include a ceiling fan, heaters, 

speakers along with downlights,” says Steve. The success of an 

outdoor room limits the need to head indoors, providing guests 

with the opportunity to dine under the stars or just enjoy

a family barbecue. 

Outdoor Rooms 
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Inspiration
Custom Outdoor Living

The gas fi replace is the standout 
element of the outdoor room , 

surrounded by stone, its 
rustic feel extends 

itself to the rest of the 
area which heavily features 
stained timber that contrasts 
against the deep blue pool

RIGHT A generous outdoor living 
room invites family and friends
to enjoy nights outside
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The outdoor area contains an expansive lounge area as well 

as a dining table. The barbecue space also houses mini fridges, 

which are ideal for storing extra drinks as well as catering for an 

outdoor event. 

The gas fi replace is the standout element of the outdoor room, 

surrounded by stone, its rustic feel extends itself to the rest of the 

area which heavily features stained timber that contrasts against 

the deep blue pool.     

    Not without its challenges, fi re separation was an obstacle 

that had to be overcome. “While adequate fi re separation is 

provided to the upper structure, a half-height fi re-rated wall 

is implemented due to the decking joining the residence and 

boundary,” says Steve. “As the wall encroaches on the allowed 

height, approval is required from the local council for a building 

permit to be issued. This process is undertaken by Custom 

Outdoor Living and is one of the services provided to cut through 

the red tape and take the headache out of the process.”

There’s nothing better than walking out of your home and into 

your outdoor area — especially one that brings all the creature 

comforts of your home outside. 

Design and construction Custom Outdoor Living

Website customoutdoorliving.com.au

Outdoor Rooms 
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Inspiration
Custom Outdoor Living

“The brief from the client was to 
provide an outdoor covered area 
that matched the existing 

dwelling and had to be 
‘sexy’” — Steve Mann ,

senior draftsman

ABOVE Outdoor speakers bring the 
entertainment outside without the hassle of 
extension cords  



www.lifestylebbqs.com  The Australian Barbeque 

AUSTRALIAN MADE  BBQS & OUTDOOR KITCHENS

AUSTRALIAN MADE | FACTORY DIRECT | 25 YEAR WARRANTY

The Lifestyle “Designer Series” 
Outdoor Kitchen range

OPEN: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Sat 9am-2.30pm

SYDNEY PLEASE CALL: 9773 6245 | AUST WIDE CALL TOLL FREE: 1300 849 790
113A Fairford Rd, Padstow (Just off the M5 Motorway) 
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A Real BBQ Factory
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Waterproof Laminex® cabinets coupled with elegant aluminium framed 

glass doors in the colour of your choice.

An Australian made BBQ, your choice of additional appliances and stone 

benchtops complete the best quality most durable outdoor kitchen you can buy.

Talk to the experts at Lifestyle BBQs on 02 9773 6245 to discover how 

you can create your ideal Outdoor Kitchen.

Avalon



GARDEN SYMPHONY
The confi dent blend of colours, textures and materials work 

to create a harmonious whole

Words Karen Booth Photography Tim Turner

The design is contemporary 
with an Asian-inspired twist 
provided by the bamboo 
and Japanese maples
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T
he warm, natural tones of the timber and the rich 

greens of the foliage are off set by the cool grey 

concrete table and rust fi nish of the wall art and 

fi repit. The result is a harmonious symphony of 

materials, colours and textures.

Of modern style, this rear garden is proof you can inject some 

industrial chic into a garden design and still have a welcoming 

space. Designed by Steve Taylor of COS Design, and built by 

Matt Seymour and Apex Landscapes’ construction team, this 

multi-level outdoor retreat strikes just the right note whether 

entertaining or relaxing with family.  

“The main goals were to create a multi-functional outdoor 

entertaining area, which would include a swimming pool and 

alfresco dining area, turn the change in backyard levels into an 

asset and make the space much more private,” says Matt. 

While this garden is replete with exemplary features, perhaps 

the most arresting is the fl oating concrete dining table and 

barbecue benchtop. The benchtop, into which a streamlined 

Electrolux teppanyaki-style barbecue has been integrated, 

overlaps the table, making the most of the space and 

referencing the various layers of the overall garden design.

Adding to the urban styling, there are several items of decor 

boasting a natural rust fi nish. This includes the laser-cut wall 

panel that draws the eye to the dining area, the sculptural 

ABOVE The fl oating barbecue benchtop makes it possible
for the chef to speak with guests while cooking 
RIGHT A sunken planter with a glass wall was cleverly 
incorporated into the design of the swimming pool

Outdoor Rooms 
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The garden design features a variety 
of seamlessly connected levels and 
distinctive outdoor rooms



planters placed nearby and the shallow bowl-style, wood-

burning fi repit. The fi repit is the focal point of the conversation 

area located on the next level down from the dining space. This 

area features a built-in timber bench topped by cheery custom-

made seat cushions. 

The bench, along with all the other timber elements, were 

built using merbau timber. The warmth of the timber contrasts 

with the cooler tones of the custom-cut bluestone paving and 

pool coping. Bluestone was also used for the vertical feature 

panel in the wall above the pool, the raised planter box beside it 

and the platform upon which the fi repit stands.   

For privacy, a mix of vertical timber screens, rendered walls 

and stands of mature bamboo were employed. The planting, 

which also includes feature Japanese maples (one of them in

a planter box located next to the pool steps), gives the garden 

an Asian-inspired ambience w hich is accented by cycads

and succulents.

As with many gardens, the clean lines and tranquil feel of the 

end result belies the complexities and hard graft involved in its 

construction. “As the property is in a fl ood zone, we spent a lot 

of time before the construction process could begin dealing 

with council building surveyors and engineers,” explains Matt. 

“Once we did get to the construction phase, we had access 

issues to deal with. All materials had to be brought in using 

wheelbarrows and a crane was needed to bring in the bluestone 

pieces for the fi repit area.”

Clearly, the considerable eff ort expended was well worth it as 

the family now has a contemporary garden. 

Design and construction Apex Landscapes

& COS Landscapes Website apexlandscapes.com.au

LEFT The sculptural polygonal 
planters are from the Boulder 
collection by Hive

ABOVE Matching beanbag-style 
outdoor chairs and an ottoman 
provide a comfy place to sit on 
the sun deck

This multi-level outdoor 
retreat strikes just the right note 

whether entertaining or relaxing 
with family
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The beauty of stone 

Boral is a registered trademark of Boral Limited or one of its subsidiaries.

Cultured Stone® is a trademark or registered trade mark of Boral Stone Products LLC.

       is within reach

Discover more at www.boral.com.au/culturedstone
or call 1300 134 002

The authentic beauty of Boral Cultured Stone® works in harmony with other building 

materials to create design features with dramatic visual appeal. With versatility that 

extends from feature walls to fireplaces, Cultured Stone® is an affordable way to 

create an inspiring look both indoors and out.

Cultured Stone® is a revolution in stone, brought to you by Boral.



THE HIGH LIFE
A creative and calming garden space that’s 

the perfect oasis for relaxing afternoons

Words Karen Booth Photography Natalie Hunfalvay
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M
aking the most of a small outdoor space can 

be a challenge at the best of times, but when 

that space is perched on a rocky outcrop, the 

task is even more testing. But this garden in the 

northern Sydney suburb of Killarney Heights 

proves that in the hands of a creative designer, the more diffi  cult 

the challenge, the more innovative the solution. 

“The area was originally an unusable sloping rock shelf 

perched high above the home,” explains Josh Harrison of 

Harrison’s Landscaping. “The homeowners’ brief was to create 

a level covered entertaining area that provided views down 

towards the tranquil waters of Middle Harbour.”

In keeping with the architectural style of the house and its 

modern interior, the new entertaining area is of contemporary 

design and provides for the family’s need for a space that would 

function as an extension of the home. 

“The cabana is the focal point of the space and provides 

protection from the elements. The corner of the cabana is 

cantilevered to avoid the need for a post in the middle of the 

tiled area,” explains Josh. “The cantilevered timber bench seat 

was designed as a focal point for the lounging area and to 

create the illusion of increased space as it ‘fl oats’ out from the 

wall. Also, the natural spotted gum hardwood used for screening 

is a beautiful contrast with the contemporary rendered walls.”

A newly installed metal spiral staircase with decorative railings 

provides access to the entertaining space from the existing 

swimming pool area located on the lowest level of the property. 

Josh chose a spiral staircase as it takes up less room than

a traditional staircase.

“Access was defi nitely a challenge on this project,” he says. 

“We couldn’t even access the new space until the spiral staircase 

was installed and even then, all materials had to be carried up in 

buckets by hand. This made careful planning essential.

“From a design aspect, we needed to be careful not to 

clutter the space,” continues Josh. “It’s only a relatively small 

area, so we spent a lot of time playing around with the layout 

to ensure we made the most of every centimetre and delivered 

a design that would make the space feel as open and as large 

as possible.”

From an unusable rock 
shelf with a steep slope to 

a modern outdoor 
entertaining space

LEFT Bottled planters add a quirky element to the space
OPPOSITE A rustic staircase leads up to the entertaining area

›
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The palette of materials and colours was developed with care. 

Josh wanted a light-coloured paving tile, but he didn’t want 

something that would refl ect the sun’s rays too much, causing 

glare and heating up the space. He chose travertine tiles from 

Eco Outdoor and opted for a large format (800mm x 800mm) 

to help make the space seem bigger than it really is.

The walls are a combination of painted rendered block 

to match the home and sandstone to match the bush 

surroundings. The fencing is a horizontal hardwood slat screen 

to provide privacy and block out any unsightly aspects from 

neighbouring properties. 

“Due to the high winds that assail the garden, the cabana 

is constructed around a steel frame. “We tried to use hardy 

materials such as masonry surfaces and hardwood timber

as the space is exposed to the elements,” says Josh. “The 

last thing we wanted to create for the family was a high-

maintenance garden.” 

The planting is a mix of traditional species including murraya 

and magnolia along with hardy coastal plants such as frangipani 

and native tree ferns. This complements the style of the home 

while creating a link to the native bush surroundings. 

ABOVE Rustic furniture provides a vintage-esque feel to the garden
BELOW Hamptons-style chairs invite you to sit back and enjoy the viewIn the hands of a creative designer, 

the more diffi cult the challenge,
the more innovative

the solution
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ARUNDEL ALLURE
Overlooking the 14th tee amid rolling green fairway 

and occasional grazing kangaroos, this home on 
Arundel Hills Golf Estate is one to admire 

Words Sam Broxton Photography Clive Buxton





B
uilt 15 years ago, this house boasts a Neoclassical 

style with an under-roof patio supported by colonial 

pillars. The original homemakers had treated the 20 or 

so metres from the patio to the golf course as dead 

ground. It was a grassy slope with its centre fl ower 

bed planted out with undistinguished shrubbery. And while the 

middle distance outlook was pleasing, the immediate foreground 

added no character and wasn’t a useable space for recreation. 

The property’s new owner Rosemary Tilston was dissatisfi ed 

with the appearance of the space, and saw the opportunity to 

make a big impact on the lifestyle of the home. Rosemary sought 

advice from three landscape designers — none of whom off ered 

a solution that quite worked for her. 

“I decided not to completely adopt any of the options they 

presented, but I did get value for money because I learned 

something from each,” she says. “The designs also gave me

the confi dence that I wasn’t missing a big opportunity we 

hadn’t imagined,” she says.
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Integrating the pool 
with the patio was 
key, which was achieved by 

retiling the patio in the same tiles 
as the pool surrounds
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“We decided a pool was essential in the Queensland climate, 

and were also convinced that we could make it a feature that 

would work in the day and in the evening.”

While golf courses can provide attractive vistas during the day, 

they are essentially a black void at night. Rosemary opted for both 

underwater pool lighting and deck lighting to create atmosphere in 

the evening when the summer weather encourages alfresco dining.
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RIGHT Pops of colour are added to the space through accessories
BELOW Large doors encourage indoor−outdoor living

The far side of the pool wall 
is partly out of the ground . 
This enhances the 

Neoclassical look of 
the home from the golf course



Get the Look

- Pool from Majestic Pools & Landscapes. 

majesticpools.com.au

- Pool fence from Platinum Glass Fencing & 

Balustrading. platinumpoolfencing.com.au

- Lounge and chaises by Amore 

Furnishings, available at Stylistic Furniture. 

stylisticfurniture.com.au

- Centaurus tiles from National Tiles. 

nationaltiles.com.au 

- Taubmans Rialto paint. taubmans.com.au 

- Umbrella from Bunnings. bunnings.com.au

- Above-ground lighting from Beacon 

Lighting. beaconlighting.com.au 

- CalidoRay pool lighting from Astral Poo l. 

astralpool.com.au

A key decision had to be made regarding levels. Rosemary 

decided to set the pool about 1m below the patio and use the fi ll 

from the pool to level a patch of lawn adjacent. This also means 

the far side of the pool wall is partly out of the ground due to the 

slope. This enhances the Neoclassical look of the home from the 

golf course and has the added benefi t of heating the pool water 

as the morning sun warms the pool wall.

Integrating the pool with the patio was key, which was 

achieved by retiling the patio in the same tiles as the pool 

surrounds and using a glass fence about 1.5m from the patio’s 

edge. This has created a terraced outlook and means people on 

the patio can look down over the pool, enhancing the impact of 

the lighting in the evening.

New furniture was brought in for the patio consisting of an 

outdoor all-weather lounge setting with a mid-height table that 

serves as both a coff ee and dining table.

“The table is quite important in my conception of the patio 

use,” says Rosemary. “It’s versatile enough to eat from, to have tea 

from or for our grandchildren to sit down and draw on.”

Planting around the pool edge was designed to create privacy 

without greatly impeding the view. To maintain a subtropical feel, 

there has been liberal use of golden cane palms.

The result is an outdoor space that can be lived in and enjoyed 

any time of day, from sunrise to sunset. 
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ARTISTIC AMBIENCE
For fashion design duo Mac and Mardee McDonough, 

creating fabulous looks is an everyday event. And when it 
comes to their home and garden, the pair’s design skills are 

just as striking

Words Kate St James, FDIA Photography Marian Riabic



A 
chance meeting in Sitges, south-west of Barcelona 

in Spain, during the 1970s was the beginning 

of a lifelong partnership for Mac and Mardee 

McDonough. Two of Australia’s fashion leaders, 

the pair specialise in high-quality leather and textile 

fashion goods and apparel through their boutique label Estilo 

Emporio based in Sydney.

Acknowledged by their friends as fashion virtuosos as well 

as passionate foodies, their home is a special place where they 

entertain with as much style and pizazz as they put into their 

very own label.

Located in the leafy sandstone suburb of Hunters Hill, 

Sydney, Casa McDonough is situated at the end of a quiet 

cul-de-sac. Built in the 1950s, the home’s interior is fi lled with 

treasures collected from around the world, creating an intimate 

atmosphere with particular reference to Mediterranean and 

South American infl uences.
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To protect guests from the sun , 
a shade sail provides 

ample cover, and when the 
going gets hot , the nearby swimming 

pool provides instant relief

ABOVE Mardee and Mac enjoy
a glass of wine while their pizza
oven cooks up something special

RIGHT A feast for the senses, bright 
colours create a welcoming and 
warm atmosphere
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Purchased by the couple in the 1980s and extensively 

 renovated, the home’s kitchen is a place where food is prepared 

and shared with love. Moving outside through wide French 

doors, more exciting culinary opportunities await in a recently 

upgraded space created to indulge your tastebuds. Known for 

their amazing food, including the Spanish classic paella, Mac and 

Mardee cook wood-fi red pizza in their own pizza oven imported 

from Italy, clad with Spanish hand-painted and glazed decorative 

marble tiles that evoke a Mediterranean ambience. Alongside the 

pizza oven, there is a paella cooker and, of course, a barbecue, 

allowing for the preparation of a varied menu depending upon 

the occasion.

Everything in this space was selected for its beauty and to 

enhance the outdoor living and dining experience. Marble pavers 

feature throughout, refl ecting the Carrara marble dining tabletop, 

which sits on a forged-iron base. Forged-iron chairs are fi tted with 

thick cushions to ensure dining is comfortable and never rushed. 

To protect guests from the sun, a shade sail provides ample 

cover, and when the going gets hot, the nearby swimming pool 

provides instant relief. 
›
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LEFT A delicious spread of 
sumptuous ingredients for making 
wood-fi red pizzas
BELOW A mossy corner of the 
garden is a green oasis

BOTTOM The pizza oven is a 
stunning addition to the space
RIGHT Mac sets to work on making 
the dough for the pizza bases



The garden is dotted with colourful exotic plants and natives 

including wisteria and bougainvillea. Fruit trees and herbs grow 

in the well-supplied kitchen garden and one wall is covered with 

a native hedge to provide privacy from adjoining properties. 

Colourful tableware from Mexico, napery from Paris and fresh 

fl owers from the early morning markets refl ect the natural 

landscape and set the scene for the feasts to come. Guests 

are encouraged to create their own pizza toppings, which they 

can construct from the array of delicious ingredients provided 

including caramelised eschalots, macadamia pesto and slow-

oven-dried tomatoes. They are then invited to share their various 

creations with each other along with the delicious wines chosen 

by the hosts to complement the fare.

This beautiful outdoor area is used throughout the year for 

family dining and entertaining. Even in winter, with the addition 

of fi repits and braziers — and perhaps a rug or two — guests can 

be certain of a warm welcome in this unique and comfortable 

outdoor room. 
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Built in the 1950s, the home’s 
interior is fi lled with 

treasures collected from around 
the world , creating an intimate 

atmosphere with particular reference 
to Mediterranean and South 

American infl uences



Outdoor Rooms 

63

Inspiration
McDonough Residence

GET THE LOOK
- Dining table from Le Forge. leforge.com.au

- Dining chairs from Le Forge. leforge.com.au

- Cushions from Bromley & Tate Interiors. 

bromleyandtateinteriors.webs.com

- Pavers from Stone Factory. 

stonefactory.com.au 

- Decorative tiles imported from Spain

- Pizza oven from Vesuvio Wood Fire Ovens. 

woodfi reovens.net

- Tableware purchased by Mardee in Mexico

- Napery purchased by Mardee in Paris

- Forged-iron candlesticks by Bernt Berentsen



Bliss LED lights from Thermofi lm. 
thermofi lm.com.au
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LET THERE 
BE LIGHT

Connect your indoor and outdoor 
spaces with ample lighting outside

Words April Ossington
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A
s the boundaries between indoors and out continue 

to blur, adding suffi  cient lighting to your outdoor 

room is becoming increasingly important. These 

days, an outdoor area is considered an extension of 

the home, and carefully selected lighting can create 

a seamless fl ow between indoors and out.

Aside from functionality at night, outdoor lighting can be used to 

create ambience and atmosphere in your outdoor room. Clipsal’s 

series of LED dimmable downlights work well in covered alfresco 

settings as not only are they stylish, but they’re also an energy-

effi  cient option compared to other traditional solutions. “Using 

the lights with the Clipsal universal dimmer can ensure the perfect 

ambience is easily achieved no matter what time of the day or night,” 

says Clipsal by Schneider Electric vice president David Gardner.

Clipsal’s exterior wall light range can add the right amount of 

light to highlight these features. “Using lighting outside your home 

is a great way to illuminate the key features you want to show off  — 
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LEDlux Kube wall bracket from 
Beacon Lighting

Bliss LED lights from Thermofi lm

whether it’s intricate brickwork, detailed doorframes or an area of 

landscaped garden,” says David. 

Sick of tripping over things and digging around for your keys in the 

dark? There’s a solution for this everyday dilemma. “Motion sensors 

are a great alternative to hunting for a switch in the dark,” says David. 

Using directional detection technology, Clipsal Infrascan motion 

sensors can be set so they don’t respond to general movement 

such as trees blowing in the wind. With added security benefi ts, the 

sensors will turn on a light and illuminate the outside area when you 

walk into the space and turn off  when you leave. The sensors can 

be teamed with any of the Clipsal outdoor lighting range and are 

available in weatherproof options as well. clipsal.com
›
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THE FUTURE IS NOW
With increasing concerns about the environment and the cost 

of energy, LED lighting is a popular solution for use outdoors. 

An extremely energy-effi  cient choice, LEDs use approximately 

85-per-cent less energy than halogen or incandescent lighting, 

which means signifi cant savings on your power bills. Additionally, 

LEDs have a much longer lifespan when compared with other 

types of lighting. Ultimately, these factors contribute to reducing 

landfi ll and cutting greenhouse emissions. Although LED lights 

are more expensive to purchase initially, you won’t have to 

replace the globes nearly as often, making them more cost 

eff ective in the long term.

While people are making a concerted eff ort to reduce the 

chemical load in their homes, lighting is sometimes overlooked. 

In the case of outdoor lighting, the greatest impact is on the 

environment. A compact fl uorescent light (CFL) is another 

energy-saving bulb that is gaining popularity, though, like some 

other more traditional light sources, it can be detrimental to the 

environment and potentially your health. CFL bulbs contain a 

cocktail of hazardous substances including mercury, which has 

Bliss LED lights from Thermofi lm

LEDlux Helley II 
twin spotlight from 
Beacon Lighting. 
beaconlighting.com.au
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LEDlux Deta 650mm 
bollard from Beacon Lighting

been linked to serious health problems and long-term damage 

to the environment. When a fl uorescent light is broken, its 

toxic vapours quickly escape and can be inhaled and absorbed  

through the skin. Unlike CFLs, LED bulbs don’t contain chemicals 

such as lead or mercury and use about 30-per-cent less energy. 

Furthermore, LEDs don’t emit infrared radiation or UV rays, 

which mean they won’t readily attract bugs. In comparison to 

fl uorescent and incandescent bulbs that are easily broken when 

dropped on the ground, LED bulbs are diffi  cult to crack.

A safer option than halogen lighting, LED lighting doesn’t 

generate heat and operates at a much cooler temperature. 

Additionally, unlike fl uorescent lighting, LEDs light up instantly 

rather than gradually increasing in brightness, which can be 

irritating if you need to carry out a task quickly. “The recently 

released LEDlux downlights work similarly to common halogen 

downlights but use 85-per-cent less energy, last 25 times longer 

and operate at a much cooler temperature, making them a 

safer option,” says Denise Hammond, product knowledge 

development specialist at Beacon Lighting.

“Beacon has a wide range of practical exterior LED lighting to 

aid with cooking on the barbecue or to fl ood the back garden 

with light for a family get-together or game of backyard cricket,” 

says Denise. “There are now dimmable LED lights to provide 

the same degree of control you would associate with the old-

fashioned energy-sapping incandescent or halogen lighting,” she 

adds. “LED is the future and the future just got brighter.” 

LEDlux Bilboa wall light
from Beacon Lighting
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9

5

5 Add some colour and personality to your outdoor area with the Solvinden 
solar-powered lights. Featuring LED globes and lanterns in red, yellow and 
white, these l ights are ideal for the party season. ikea.com/au/en 6 Featuring 
automatic dusk-to-dawn operation, the Arlec LED stainless-steel glass-tier 
solar path light from Bunnings includes two LEDs per lamp, weatherproof 
stainless-steel fi ttings and a toughened-glass lens. bunnings.com.au 7 The 
durable Arlec 12V tier path lights from Bunnings are made from impact-
resistant plastic and come with high-intensity halogen globes. This four-pack 
garden light set was designed to consume little energy. bunnings.com.au 8 
The Solvinden solar-powered half globe makes a contemporary addition to 
your outdoor room with its clean, round shape and white colour. It comes 
with a rechargeable battery that stores energy from the sun. ikea.com/au/en 
9 Providing safety and visibility at night, the Solar Magic stainless-steel step 
light from Bunnings is ideal for highlighting step and boundary areas. With no 
wiring required, it is suitable for pets and children. bunnings.com.au

6

9

SOLAR SOLUTIONS
With no cables necessary, solar lighting is a great 

solution for your outdoor area and most options are 
available in LED 

4

2

3

1 The Solvinden solar-powered lighting chain from IKEA features 12 LED globes and an on-off  switch. Perfect for 
parties or simply making the outdoors seem a little more magical, the chains provide light for 12 hours when fully 
charged. ikea.com/au/en 2 Available at Bunnings, the Solar Magic 27cm dual-function stainless-steel bollard is perfect 
for decorating your garden or outdoor entertainment area. Its dual-function switch enables you to choose between 
white light for everyday use or coloured lighting for parties and special occasions. bunnings.com.au 3 With no cables 
necessary, the Solvinden solar-powered in-ground light off ers an easy way to light up an area in the garden or on the 
patio. This product uses LED globes that require a recharging time of nine to 12 hours. ikea.com/au/en 4 Using LED 
technology and powered by the sun, the Solar Magic LED stainless-steel solar wall and fence light from Bunnings is not 
only functional, but highlights your outdoor area, too. bunnings.com.au 

1
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O U T D O O R  H E A T E R S

address: 27 Rosalie Street, Springvale VIC 3171
phone: (03) 9562 3455  email: sales@heatstrip.com.au

Classic Max

Heating with Style

Heat your entertaining area for 75% less than bottled gas with 100% more style.
Heatstrip® by Thermofilm is the cost effective electric 
radiant heater that unites efficiency with style.
Ideal for your al-fresco and outdoor entertaining area, 
pergola, patio, balcony. Even your garage, shed or 
hard-to-heat indoor space.

Heatstrip runs at a quarter of the cost of bottled gas,  
is more efficient over a larger area and won’t corrode.
It’s easy to install and operate, an optional controller 
adjusts the timer and warmth levels. 
For more information go to www.heatstrip.com.au



WARM IT UP
An increasing number of outdoor spaces feature 
fully equipped outdoor kitchens and living areas, 

giving us more incentive to venture outside
Words April Ossington
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Heatstrip heating from 
Thermofi lm. thermofi lm.com.au
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1

4

HOT PROPERTY
Don’t let your fi tted-out cooking space go to waste when the 

temperature drops. Just make sure your alfresco areas are heated, so you 
can dine outdoors whatever the weather

1 There’s nothing quite like sitting around a roaring fi re at night, and you can 
create that camp-fi re vibe in your own backyard with a fi repit from Tombo 
Design. Featuring a unique cut-out design, it doubles as an interesting focal 
point for your outdoor room. tombodesign.com.au 2 Available in three 
diff erent confi gurations and fi ve unique fi replace options, the Fire range 
from Real Flame off ers a stylish way to heat your outdoor area. With the 
environment in mind, each fi replace is available in natural gas, though it is also 
available in LPG if preferred. Design options include scoria, glass fragment, 
driftwood (natural gas only), river pebbles and glazed pebbles. realfl ame.com.
au 3 The Heatstrip Classic from Thermofi lm is a stylish electric radiant heater 
that provides even and comfortable heat. With a unique slimline shape and 
black facade, the unit blends elegantly into any decor. It’s one of the most 
energy-effi  cient heaters available in Australia, with running costs starting 
from just 30 cents per hour — a fraction of the cost compared to gas-bottled 
patio heaters. The Heatstrip Classic can provide comfortable heating within 
undercover alfresco dining and barbecue areas, patios, verandahs, courtyards 
and balconies. thermofi lm.com.au
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4 The latest addition to Thermofi lm’s range, the Heatstrip Max is suitable for 
diffi  cult-to-heat exposed outdoor sites and areas with high ceilings, such as 
pergolas and balconies along with indoor spaces including garages. Using 
unique low-glow heating technology, the heating element provides a mild and 
unobtrusive glow and energy is directed towards producing heat rather than 
unwanted light. The dual-element design allows for a very compact unit while 
maintaining maximum effi  ciency. 5 The Brasa Murano fi replace features a 
chic design with tempered, safety glass panels that allow for maximum fi re 
visibility. This ventless fi replace is transportable and suitable for outdoor 
and indoor use. Place it in an existing masonry hearth as a replacement 
for a traditional log or gas unit or use it as a portable fi replace. Available at 
BeyondCool. beyondcool.com.au
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While the barbecue has been integral to the Australian way of life for years, 

alfresco dining has become much more sophisticated. “Outdoor dining has 

been taken to a whole new level, with outdoor kitchens and rooms two of 

the hottest design trends of recent years,” says Andrea Mead from Heatlie 

Barbecues. “The evolution of the humble pergola-covered patio into a fully 

functioning outdoor space — complete with barbecue, fridge and dining 

area — has transformed the way we eat outside, making alfresco dining the 

preferred option for many Australians.” 

Although the traditional barbecue is still a must-have, many of the units 

on the market today can be used to cook anything from pizzas, roasts and 

vegetarian dishes to seafood and desserts, opening up a range of possibilities 

when it comes to outdoor dining. 

“A barbecue with a solid-steel hotplate and roasting hood is ideal for 

cooking a range of foods,” says Andrea. The hotplate can be used to cook 

stir-fries, pizza, seafood and steaks as well as bacon and eggs, pancakes, 

omelettes and fl at breads. “With the roasting hood down, you can use your 

barbecue to roast lamb, chicken, beef and whole fi sh — you can even use it to 

bake a lasagne or create desserts like sticky date pudding,” adds Andrea. 

1 Stylish and constructed of stainless steel, Heatlie’s Island Gourmet Elite can be dropped directly into any type of benchtop including timber, laminate, granite 
and Caesarstone, and comes fully assembled, making installation a breeze. Its solid-steel hotplate with optional roasting hood is ideal for cooking all types of 
foods, and the steel ribbon burners prevent charring, eliminate hot and cold spots and ensure food is cooked evenly. Hard-wearing and easy to clean, Heatlie 
Barbecues are available in LPG or natural gas and come with a fl ame-failure feature that shuts off  the gas if the fl ame goes out. heatlie.com.au 2 Ideal for 
catering for large groups, the Heatlie Roaster can cook everything from a whole snapper to legs of pork and lamb. Favoured by caterers due to its durability and 
stainless-steel construction, this unit works just like a fan-forced oven. It comes with a roll-top hood, removable legs for easy transportation and a removable 
burner for easy cleaning. As the Roaster can reach 200 degrees Celsius in three minutes, there’s no need to preheat. A range of accessories is also available, 
including end tables and a bain-marie along with a double-up rack, which increases cooking capacity.

Photography by 
Michael Mullan

2

1

BEAUT BARBIES
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3 The Smart Barbecue from MyAlfresco features a double-layer grill hood, fi ve stainless-steel 
burners and a cast-iron plate. Its ceramic-porcelain fl ame tamers protect the burners by 
evaporating fat and juices created by cooking. This unit also includes a stainless-steel rotisserie 
burner, warming rack and removable grease tray and comes with a PVC cover. myalfresco.
com 4 Available in stainless steel and enamel, the Artisan Signature 3000E four burner from 
BeefEater Barbecues features four powerful burners, a roasting hood made from durable 
stainless steel, rust-free cooktops, quartz start ignition and anti-fl are technology. beefeaterbbq.
com 5 Utilising the latest technology, the smokeless charcoal barbecue from LotusGrill off ers 
instant, safe, smokeless and even portable charcoal cooking. Unlike conventional charcoal 
barbecues that cook in 30–45 minutes, the LotusGrill cooks in three minutes and uses 90-per-
cent less charcoal. It comes in a range of colours and is safe for young children as the sides stay 
cool to touch while cooking. Available at Zimba. zimba.com.au

4

3

5
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MY SPECIALITY
While the barbecue may be an Aussie staple, there 

are plenty of other nifty outdoor cooking appliances 
available for specialised culinary tasks

1 The outdoor gas pizza oven from Hark is ideal for entertaining as it not 
only cooks pizzas, but roasts, too. With Piezo ignition for an easy start, this 
gas-powered oven features double walls, enamel-coated roast racks, a 
sturdy stand and handy storage shelf. Its ceramic pizza stone creates crisp 
pizza every time. hark.com.au 2 Baby is the latest addition to the Vesuvio 
wood-fi red oven range from Italian company Valoriani. With the ability to 
use wood, gas or a combination, this garden oven off ers an aff ordable and 
environmentally friendly way of cooking when the right kind of wood is used. 
The versatile oven is suitable for baking, braising, stewing, sautéing, grilling, 
smoking and roasting while searing in juices, maintaining moisture and fl avour 
and preventing food from drying out. woodfi reovens.net 3 Nothing beats 
freshly cooked hot chips, but frying can be messy in the kitchen and create
a lot of heat. The outdoor fryer from Hark is the perfect solution, allowing you 
to boil and fry outside in the open air. Featuring a quick-drain basket with
a heat-resistant handle, it’s suitable for cooking anything from fi sh to hot 
dogs. 4 Ideal for lovers of fi shing and seafood, Hark’s outdoor crab cooker 
is best for cooking yabbies, crabs and lobsters. The 28.5L pot is powered by 
a high-pressure burner and can boil 25L of water in just 16 minutes. 5 The 
Heatlie Hotbox is ideal if you need to heat large amounts of food and keep it 
at a desired temperature until ready to serve. Available in two sizes for gas and 
one for electric, the Hotbox comes fully assembled and ready to use. 

2

1

3

5

4

specialised culinary tasks

4
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L E D  F u r n i t u r e  &  D e c o r a t i v e  L i g h t i n g

These cordless, ultra low voltage lighting products 

use an intuitive remote to control colour and light 

intensity (with up to 15 colour options and 

multiple mood settings).

Made from durable UV stabilised PE 

plastic and electrically rated for outdoor 

use, the Bliss range can be used anywhere 

around the home.  

•  Use as furniture or as a feature for 
your outdoor entertaining area,  
in the garden or around the pool

•  Mood lighting for living rooms and 
kids bedrooms

•  Ultra low voltage LED’s with 8+ 
hours battery life once charged

•  Multiple colour, brightness and 
mood settings

t: (03) 9562 3455   f: (03) 9548 3979 

/Thermofi lmAustraliaPtyLtd   

e: sales@thermofi lm.com.au    

www.blissproducts.com.au

Introducing the new range of Bliss indoor & outdoor LED furniture and illuminated décor.



The Murray wall art 
from Entanglements. 
entanglements.com.au
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OFF THE WALL
Whether you want to create a focal point, the illusion 
of space or express your personal style, wall art and 

mirrors are no longer exclusive to the indoors
Words April Ossington
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S
o, you’ve created a fully functional outdoor room, but 

you can’t escape the feeling it needs a little extra fl air. 

From decorative metal art and mirrors to Perspex art, 

there are plenty of durable artistic items to add that 

fi nishing touch. Personalise your outdoor room with 

the latest in outdoor decor.

1 Add a bit of enchantment to your outdoor area with the XL Summer Branch 
Deco from Entanglements. This laser-cut wall art comes in a textured, natural 
rust fi nish and is available powder-coated. entanglements.com.au 2 Inspired 
by origami, the Stellar screen in Rosella from Tait creates mesmerising lines 
and shadows. madebytait.com.au 3 The Contemporary Kuranda square 
artwork from Cosh Living features diff ering shades of green for a fresh look. 
coshliving.com.au 4 Crafted using laser-cut oxidised metal in a variety of 
styles, Stylish Outdoors’ wall art ranges from contemporary to nature-inspired. 
The Surf Wave Screen Number 5 (pictured) can be used by itself or coupled 
with other panels from the same collection to form a continuous wave. 
stylishoutdoors.com.au

2

1

3

4
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It’s not just about aesthetics when it comes to choosing the 

perfect piece — there are myriad reasons to bring art into your 

outdoor space. Director of Entanglements Metal Art Studio 

Helen Neyland suggests using architectural screens to defi ne

or divide existing areas in a decorative manner. Want to create

a feature for an enclosed space or bring a distant wall into 

focus? Entanglements’ range of wall art is laser-cut from oxidised 

metal and available in a range of interesting patterns from 

contemporary abstracts to stylised fl ora and fauna.

The right materials can enhance the natural aspects of your 

outdoor space and stand the test of time. Entanglements uses 

laser-cut, oxidised metal in its screens and metal art, which 

possesses a rare beauty that complements natural elements. 

For ultimate durability, Helen suggests choosing an item that is 

powder-coated. 
›

5 The Abstract Annapurna square artwork from Cosh Living casts pretty 
refl ections in certain lights. 6 When mounted, the Abstract Lhotse panoramic 
artwork from Cosh Living looks as if it is fl oating off  the wall. 7 The Xanthoria 
panel from Entanglements will make the ultimate statement piece for your 
outdoor room with its unique design. This architectural wall art is available with 
LED strip lighting for extra eff ect at night. 

7

6

5
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MIRROR IMAGE
If you’re not into alfresco wall art, a garden 
mirror can add ambience and dimension to 

your outdoor room

T
here are several reasons to incorporate an outdoor mirror into your 

alfresco area, with the most obvious being a nice way to fi ll up a bare 

wall. Following the trend of indoor–outdoor living, it’s another way 

to create an indoor feeling in your outdoor room. If your outdoor area 

is a small or awkward space, a cleverly positioned mirror can create the 

illusion of more space and even trick the eye into thinking it’s a diff erent shape. 

An eff ective way of making a space seem brighter, a garden mirror can also be used in 

a dark area to obtain the refl ection of light. Additionally, it’s a nifty way of extending and 

enhancing a pleasant view and covering up or drawing the eye away from an unpleasant one.

1

3

2

4

1 Suitable for use indoors and out, the Trandby mirror from IKEA is handmade, 
making each one unique. Made without lead, this simple yet chic mirror was 
constructed with a safety fi lm that reduces damage if the glass is broken. 
ikea.com/au/en 2 Featuring an enchanting design, the large Scrolled Gate 
mirror from Rivas Design instantly opens up an outdoor dining area. This 
grand and stylish mirror is the ultimate statement piece for a large space. 
rivasdesign.com.au 3 The perfect addition to a minimalist design aesthetic, 
the Contemporary mirror from Rivas Design makes a great impact in a set 
of three. This hot-dip galvanised mirror is available fi nished in black or black 
brushed with copper. 4 The Triple Cross garden mirror from Rivas Design 
(pictured in a set of two) is the ideal addition to a dark space in your outdoor 
room. Featuring a simple, geometric design, its repeat pattern allows you to 
use one or multiple mirrors to suit your exact area. 
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STEP INSIDE YOUR 
OUTDOOR ROOM

ALL THE INFORMATION AND INSPIRATION 
YOU NEED TO CREATE AN OUTDOOR ROOM 

THAT IS AS UNIQUE AS YOU ARE

Available at paperpocket.com.au/books  
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masterpiece

Stylish, sophisticated and sure to stand 

the test of time, this enticing outdoor room 

is a masterpiece of modern design

The design is clean and 

sophisticated, from the 

custom-designed kitchen to 

the new playroom and pool.

OUTDOOR ROOMS  �  61
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in part, over the dining table. Both the table and the kitchen cabinetry are in 
fresh, crisp white which is nicely contrasted by the black Volley chairs from Tait; 
also Tait’s Breeze sofa that takes pride of place in the adjacent lounge area.

Providing strategically placed pops of colour, there is a Tait Box plant pot in 
vivid orange, planted with Sansevieria, and orange-patterned scatter cushions 
on the sofa. To enhance the outdoor entertaining experience, speakers were 
fitted in the outdoor room and a television placed in the playroom, which can 
be viewed from the lounge area or the spa.Running alongside the outdoor room and past the manicured lawn is a series 

of bluestone steppers which lead from the patio to the new pool located at 
the foot of the garden. Ensuring a co-ordinated look, the same bluestone was 
used for the paving in the outdoor room and the patio that runs along the back 
of the home. For partial shade and to create visual interest, laser-cut Ink Blot 
screens from Lump Sculpture Studio were incorporated into the pergola roof 
that covers the patio.

Providing a pleasing outlook during the daylight hours, the planting palette 
is an engaging mix that includes a border hedge of dwarf lilly pilly, mondo grass, 
bird of paradise and Buxus spheres. For night-time appeal, lighting was installed 
throughout the outdoor room, the patio and the rest of the landscape. Now 
the owners have the modern outdoor retreat they craved and a space that 
takes them effortlessly from day to night. �

TOP From the clean-lined, eight-person dining table, you can see past the lounge area and into the playroom.
ABOVE The outdoor room was designed so that it provides a pleasing view through the glass doors of the home.

OPPOSITE The patio at the back of the home is paved in large-format bluestone pavers that give a timeless look.

Project design
COS Design 
www.cosdesign.com.au 

Project constructionEsjay Landscapes
www.esjaylandscapes.com.au

rrrppppppppp
eeeddddddd aa
iisssss eeeen

offf  mmmmmmmmoOUTDOOR  
ROOMS

 

ONLY 
$19.95



NO ORDINARY 
KITCHEN

An outdoor kitchen is a must-have for those who

love to entertain under the stars

Words Celia Visser





Outdoor Rooms 

88

Inspiration
Celia Visser Design



T
he brief was to fulfi l the client’s dream of the 

ultimate outdoor kitchen, dining and entertainment 

area. Three distinctive cooking appliances were 

incorporated into the design — a wood-fi red pizza 

oven combined with a fi replace, a gas BBQ with 

hobs and a charcoal BBQ — so they have multiple cooking 

options. In addition to food, drinks are also well catered for, 

with a special shed wine cellar designed to hold 2,000 bottles.

Materials throughout this impressive creation were chosen for 

their low maintenance and longevity. Another critical element 

to the overall design is the lighting, which — along with the 

music — can be operated by iPhone. Double umbrellas, 

which are both fl exible and remote-controlled, were chosen 

to provide shade. Finally, to meld the whole design together, 

a landscape designer was engaged to work on the plant ing 

and paving. Bold style and an eye for detail have resulted in a 

stunning kitchen paradise and timeless garden that respond 

brilliantly to both the site and the brief. 
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Bold style and an eye for detail 
have resulted in a stunning 

kitchen paradise

ABOVE Large umbrellas are great for 
shade in the summer months and 
protection against the weather

LEFT A wood-fi red pizza oven is 
a fabulous addition to an outdoor 
kitchen that never goes out of style
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 Another critical element to the 
overall design is the lighting, 

which can be operated 
by iPhone

GET THE LOOK
- Cabinetry PSP Techlam Neu (exterior)

PSP Corlite (interior) psp.co.nz

- Benchtops PSP Techlam Neu &

SJ Crosbie stainless steel.

psp.co.nz; crosbiestainless.co.nz

- Handles Katalog. katalog.co.nz

- Oven Zesti wood-fi red pizza oven.

zesti.com.au

- Gas cooktops Electrolux.

electrolux.com.au

- Charcoal BBQ Eva Solo. evasolo.com

- Wine cellar Vintec Espace. vintec.com.au

- Refrigerator Fisher & Paykel. fi sherpaykel.com/au

- Sink Häfele Silgranit White Metra 9. hafele.com.au

- Taps Grohe. grohe.com

- Lighting Lighthouse Remuera.

lighthouselighting.co.nz

- Table and chairs ECC. ecc.co.nz

- Umbrellas Shadowspec. shadowspec.com.au

- Covers The Kiwi Canvas Company 

shadesalesauckland.co.nz

Outdoor Rooms 

91

Inspiration
Celia Visser Design

FAR LEFT A full outdoor kitchen 
makes entertaining easy
LEFT Pizzas can be made entirely 
outdoors with a sink and plenty of 
room to prepare ingredients

BOTTOM Lush mondo grass and 
stepping stones bring a structured 
element to the space



Cabana creations
A cabana is the ideal space to spend quality 
time with family and friends all year round

Words John Storch Photography A Total Concept

JOHN STORCH

A family cabana enables you 
to get the most out of your 
space as well as unify your 

outdoor area with your home

F
amily cabanas don’t need to be associated with pools. In 

fact, the majority of A Total Concept’s designs are stand-

alone structures used as entertaining spaces, studies or 

even games and children’s sleepover rooms.

Often, the family cabana has a large timber or paved 

entertaining deck set within garden areas to create ambience 

and privacy. They’re great socialising hubs for friends and family 

to spend time relaxing in and enjoying the outdoors. A family 

cabana enables you to get the most out of your space as well as 

unify your outdoor area with your home. 

As a cabana is able to be used in summer for shade and in 

winter for warmth, its usability extends through all seasons. As

a major investment, gone are the days of dropping in a cabana 

as an afterthought that’s selected from a catalogue. Most people 

work with an experienced landscape architect to ensure the 

correct size and inclusions are considered and that the cabana

is integrated into the outdoor space. 

Select a company that specialises in this type of design and is 

capable of helping you with as much or as little of the project 

as you’d like. Landscape architects cover a broad range of areas, 

so it’s important to check the one you’re dealing with has good 

knowledge and experience in this particular area.
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A simple family cabana may be little more than a shed at the 

back of the garden, providing a quiet and discreet spot to sit 

out of the sun and read, or it may be an elaborate and intricate 

entertainment facility for parties and special occasions.

A large family cabana may incorporate a luxurious bathroom 

with toilet, shower, bath and basin amenities together with 

kitchenette facilities including bar fridges, BBQs and pizza ovens, 

dishwashers and sinks as well as bunks for sleepovers and tables 

and chairs for entertaining purposes.

Flexibility of use is the number one consideration for any 

family cabana. As children grow up and leave home, ensuring the 

cabana remains a focus of the house with multiple purposes — 

from a family entertaining space with pool table and fl at-screen 

TV to a guest bedroom, gym, art or yoga studio — is vital. The 

possibilities are endless.

The trend for a family cabana has been fuelled by the desire 

to turn our outdoor spaces into personal oases, places  to

escape from the hectic pace of life that are separate from both 

home and work. 

John Storch is principal of A Total Concept Landscape Architects 

+ Swimming Pool Designers, a multi-award-winning practice 

that he established in 1993. John specialises in the integration 

of external areas for projects ranging from family homes and 

elaborate residential properties to boutique and resort-style 

developments both in Australia and overseas. 

atotalconcept.com.au

My tip:
Creating a cabana that is designed 
for a range of purposes is key to its 

relevancy in the future
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Vegetarian 
delight

Bring your veggies outside and embrace meat-
free barbecuing for fresh and healthy meals

Words Andrea Mead

T
hink “barbecue” and most of us will expect meat to be 

on the menu. But with Roy Morgan Research recently 

fi nding that almost 10 per cent of Australians identify 

as vegetarian, it’s a good idea to have a few veggie-friendly 

barbecue dishes up your sleeve.  

Likewise, people who are vegetarian shouldn’t shun the 

barbecue. Modern barbecues with solid-steel hotplates such as 

Heatlie’s Island Gourmet Elite are ideal for cooking vegetable 

stir-fries, pancakes, omelettes and fl at breads — basically 

anything you can cook in a frypan or wok.

A solid-steel hotplate is also a much healthier option than an 

open-grill barbecue as food isn’t exposed to the naked fl ame, 

which can cause carcinogens. A good-quality hotplate will also 

require a minimal amount of oil for cooking — I use a light olive 

oil spray on the hotplate before cooking stir-fries and most 

vegetable-based dishes and fi nd this works a treat. A barbecue 

with a roasting hood is also a vegetarian’s friend, enabling 

you to bake dishes such as spinach and ricotta ravioli, veggie 

lasagne or moussaka. 

Whether you’re a vegetarian, are planning to entertain veggie-

loving guests or just want to get more out of your barbecue, 

why not try some of these tasty meat-free ideas?

PIZZA PERFECT

People are often surprised when I tell them I cook pizza on 

my barbecue hotplate. It’s so easy and a great option for 

vegetarians and carnivores alike. Simply roll your dough (either 

homemade or store bought) to fi t your pizza. I fi nd a thin 

base works best on the barbie. Top with a generous layer of 

tomato sugo (sauce), then fresh, ripe tomatoes and chunks of 

mozzarella, taking care not to overload the base with too many 

ingredients or it may go soggy. Cook for 15–20 minutes with 

the hood down, checking regularly and scatter fresh basil leaves 

ANDREA MEAD
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over before serving. If you don’t have a hood, allow an extra 

5–10 minutes. Another veggie-friendly topping is fi nely sliced 

Kipfl er potatoes sprinkled with extra-virgin olive oil and sea salt. 

VEGETABLE SKEWERS

Cut red onion, capsicum and zucchini in large chunks and 

soak in a vinaigrette of 80 per cent red wine vinegar and 20 

per cent extra-virgin olive oil, one red chilli and two sprigs of 

rosemary and thyme for as long as possible — a day is great. 

When you’re ready to barbecue, assemble the vegetables and 

cherry tomatoes onto wooden skewers, alternating between the 

various ingredients. Cook on a low hotplate and turn frequently 

until the vegetables start to caramelise and are just cooked. 

Drizzle the reserved vinaigrette over the skewers and serve with 

a green salad. 

BARBECUED VEGETABLES

Chop potatoes and pumpkin into chunks and tumble into a large 

roasting dish. Add quartered red onions, chunks of zucchini, 

a few whole, unpeeled garlic cloves and scatter with some 

fresh rosemary. Drizzle with extra-virgin olive oil, a squeeze 

of lemon, sea salt and freshly ground black pepper. Place the 

baking dish on the barbecue with the hood down and cook for 

approximately 40 minutes on a medium heat or until vegetables 

are just tender. Crumble over feta and cook for a further 10 

minutes. This veggie feast is great served with fresh basil pesto 

or a chimichurri sauce made from parsley, garlic and vinegar 

along with warmed fl at bread.

HALOUMI BURGERS

Slice haloumi into 1cm-thick pieces and cut a red or yellow 

capsicum into strips. Fry the haloumi on the hotplate until 

golden brown and the capsicum until just soft. Cut sourdough 

buns in half and briefl y toast on the hotplate before removing. 

Assemble the burgers with salad greens, haloumi and capsicum, 

topping with a dollop of pesto or tomato chutney. You could 

also add grilled eggplant, zucchini or fi nely sliced pumpkin to 

your burger. 

 

Andrea Mead owns and manages Heatlie, a producer of quality 

Australian-made barbecues. She is an avid barbecue cook and 

outdoor entertainer and fi res up her Island Gourmet Elite most 

weekends for family and friends. heatlie.com.au

Barbecued fi eld mushrooms 
stuffed with roasted 
capsicum and couscous
Serves fi ve

Ingredients

• 250g couscous

• 1 red capsicum

• 1 green capsicum

• 5 fi eld mushrooms

Method 

1. Prepare couscous according to

packet instructions.

2. De-seed red and green capsicums and cut 

in half. Roast capsicum on hotplate until 

medium soft, then remove and cut into small, 

even pieces — approximately 2cm squares. 

Remove stems from the fi eld mushrooms 

and wash caps carefully.

3. Mix roasted capsicum and couscous in

a bowl. Place mixture evenly inside the fi ve 

fi eld mushrooms, then place on hotplate

on a high heat until cooked.

4. Serve with a green salad and 

natural yoghurt.
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COURTYARD 

KITCHEN

NATALIE BOOG

PUBLISHED BY MURDOCH 

BOOKS

RRP $40

Courtyard Kitchen by Natalie 

Boog features more than 80 

recipes that use herbs and 

potted fruits to inspire modern 

foodies who crave the taste 

of the country in their home 

cooking. Herbs and potted fruits thrive in small, easy-to-maintain 

spaces — in courtyard pots and troughs or on decks, balconies 

and window boxes. Herbs, in particular, are inexpensive to pot and 

grow and add wonderful fl avour to the simplest dishes. Courtyard 

Kitchen is prefaced with simple tips and hints on selecting the best 

herbs for your space along with setting them up and maintenance. 

The book includes essential information on seasons, cropping 

times and basic plant care. There’s also a wealth of simple fresh 

food recipes with clever fl avour-matching ideas based around 

a specifi c herb or potted fruit theme. There are easy-to-follow 

recipes for delicious dishes including risottos, roasts, pizzas, salsas, 

salads and even sweet treats.

SHED
SIMON GRIFFITHS

PUBLISHED BY PENGUIN AUSTRALIA

RRP $40

Peek inside some of Australia’s most intriguing and varied sheds 

with photographer Simon Griffi  ths. In Shed, Simon travels across 

Australia to fi nd a mix of unique spaces including a Barossa shed 

in its last stages of decay as well as interesting work areas and 

unique creative studios. 

A few are decorative, but 

most are workday spaces 

built to serve a purpose. 

We store things in them, 

work in them and some are 

old, forgotten and falling 

apart, but Simon says 

“modern sheds keep being 

built and people keep 

inventing new uses for old 

sheds”. A shed is a place 

of possibility; they cross all 

social boundaries and are 

beautiful in their own way. 

Simple or fancy, Simon and 

each owner teach us that 

every structure has a story. 

SECRET GARDENS
ALAIN LE TOQUIN & YVES-MARIE ALLAIN

PUBLISHED BY ABRAMS BOOKS

RRP $60

Secret Gardens profi les 14 private oases — extraordinary 

examples of contemporary landscape design that are 

inaccessible to the public and have never or very rarely been 

featured in any publication. From France, Spain, Italy and 

Belgium to Germany and the Caribbean, these gardens off er a 

range of horticultural and conceptual diversity. The designers of 

each garden refl ect on the steps that went into bringing each 

garden to life. They detail their clients’ expectations, the creative 

thread of each project, the necessary constraints set forth by 

the terrain and the owner along with the unexpected events that 

had to be accommodated. Plans, sketches and personal notes 

off er additional insight into 

the creative process. The 

book concludes with the 

biographies of some of the 

most famous landscape 

architects today. Each one 

presents their vision of 

garden planning, off ering 

commentary on some 

of their most signifi cant 

accomplishments.

THE HEART OF 

THE GARDEN
DAVID KIRKPATRICK
PUBLISHED BY PENGUIN 

AUSTRALIA

RRP $40

The Heart of the Garden is 

a collection of 20 diff erent 

garden designs ranging 

from a sleek, modern 

Mediterranean-inspired 

courtyard to a rambling 

family space. Complete 

with landscapers’ plans and 

plant lists, this is a treasure 

trove of inspiration and 

information. David Kirkpatrick invites you to begin by considering 

just what it is you want for your ideal outdoor space. He also 

off ers a wealth of practical solutions to site planning, water 

conservation, working with pools and water features, shading 

and groundcovers as well as fi nding the perfect spot for outdoor 

seating. Beautifully photographed by Julie Renouf, The Heart 

of the Garden welcomes you to a world where gardens are not 

just patches of lawn, paving and beds, but places that soothe the 

soul, restore the spirit and delight the eye.

GOOD READS
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Outdoor screening, heating, kitchens and more
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PHOTO FINISH
Create another world in your own backyard with these unique photo screens

L
ooking for a simple way to liven up an uninspired 

section of your garden or cover an unsightly wall? 

Outside In Art has developed a new concept for 

use around the home. These photographic garden 

screens are inspired by art technique trompe-l’œil, 

which translates to “deceives the eye” as they create an optical 

illusion of depth on a fl at surface.

Outside In Art transforms an otherwise dull space in your 

garden into an exciting focal point. It almost looks as if you 

can step into the gorgeous photographs, like something out 

of Alice in Wonderland, further creating an illusion of extra real 

estate in your backyard.

Customers can choose from 30 images, each carefully 

selected for their 3D qualities, beauty and for their sense of 

openness and adventure. The images come in four diff erent 

sizes and orientations, although custom sizes are available on 

request. These photographic screens are made from building-

grade aluminium composite panel with full-colour digital prints 

made on fi ve-year premium vinyl. The screens are laminated 

to protect against UV rays and scratches and can be easily 

cleaned without damage to the print.

Purchasing and installing is as easy as selecting your image, 

its size and orientation, keeping in mind the space you want 

to change. Attach the screen and sit back and enjoy your new 

view. The screens can be easily attached to any timber, steel, 

brick or substrate surface as long as it’s fl at. The company also 

supplies aluminium panel trims and joiners for the perfect fi t. 

For a truly unique look, Outside In Art can custom produce 

screens of any size and image provided you can supply

a high-resolution 300DPI picture. 
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For more information

Outside In Art

Phone (03) 9395 3229

Email info@outsideinart.com.au

Website outsideinart.com.au



Outside In Art was born from an idea to 
create an illusion of depth, somewhat like 
a trompe l’oeil (pronounced tromploy) - 
Alice in Wonderland feel.

We have carefully selected 30 different 
images that can be adjusted to any of 
the selected sizes, to favour both the 
landscape or portrait aspect. These 
photographic panel screens are made 
from building grade Aluminium Composite 

Panel, with full colour digital print protected 
with a matt roll laminate to protect from UV 
with a 5 year guarantee not to fade and 
scratch, allowing for easy cleaning if need 
be without any risk of damaging the print.

These screens can be easily attached to 
timber, steel, brick and any substrate that 
is fl at. We also supply Aluminium panel 
trims and joiner, that fi t the panel perfectly 
for that professional look.

We help you build beautiful spaces for your home...

Change your backyard by adding a beautiful feature wall...

Contact Alison McKenzie  I  0411 179 847  I  info@outsideinart.com.au  I  www.outsideinart.com.au

NEED STOCKISTS IN ALL STATES



DOWN THE GARDEN PATH
A well-designed garden is a breath of fresh air in a concrete metropolis 

G
OODMANORS pool + garden are market leaders with 

an emphasis on providing complete residential design, 

construction and solutions.

 
The company’s strength lies in its ability to complement 

existing architecture, blending the aesthetics of a pool and 

garden with practical living requirements. The renovation 

process is simplifi ed by merging the design of outdoor spaces 

with a swimming pool and spa under a single contract.

Their team has an extensive knowledge base underpinned 

by 28 years of experience, allowing for the creation of 

outdoor areas that incorporate a range of hard and softscape 

elements and fi nishes.

GOODMANORS’ pool and garden construction teams

are supported by landscape architects and designers to

create timeless gardens. The company’s proven track record 

of client satisfaction is testament to their construction team’s 

strong eye for detail and emphasis placed on skill along

with craftsmanship.

The planning team is able to take you from concept design 

through to council submission, engineering and complete 

project certifi cation if required. Combined with concise 

and detailed contract administration, these factors make 

GOODMANORS pool + garden a renovating force to be 

reckoned with.
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GOODMANORS pool + garden is a member of Landscape 

Contractors Association NSW, Swimming Pool and Spa 

Association NSW and the Housing Industry Association — all 

industry bodies which underline the company’s high regard 

for quality in workmanship, professional service and regard for 

the environment. This is also refl ected in the multiple awards 

won by the GOODMANORS construction division from the 

LNA Awards for Excellence as well as the NSW Swimming Pool 

and Spa Association and National Swimming Pool Awards. 
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For more information

GOODMANORS pool + garden

Address 32 Halloran Street, Lilyfi eld NSW 2040

Phone (02) 9818 3377

Email gardens@goodmanors.com.au

Website goodmanors.com.au



WOOD YOU PREFER ...
Knotwood’s state-of-the-art timber-look aluminium systems combine 

design aesthetics with low maintenance

A 
deck, verandah or patio can elevate your outdoor 

living environment to a whole new level of 

comfort and style. If well fi nished, it will add 

enormous value to your home. 

There’s no denying the warm look and natural 

appeal of timber. But a common dilemma is that all timbers 

require constant care to keep them looking new. Without 

ongoing maintenance, the crowning glory of your outdoor 

living area can quickly become your biggest problem. The 

solution? Knotwood wood-look aluminium decking.  

Knotwood decking is a low-maintenance alternative to 

timber that will save you time and money. Knotwood is made 

from high-quality Australian aluminium and is fi nished to look 

just like wood. The decking comes in more than 30 realistic 

timber-look colours, giving you the warm appearance of 

timber without any of the drawbacks of natural wood. It also 

comes in a comprehensive range of powder-coat colours, 

which means you can be assured of fi nding a fi nish to match 

your vision. 

Knotwood decking is not only extremely low maintenance, 

but easy to work with, cutting labour time and costs. Add to 

this the fact that you won’t ever have to paint, stain or oil it 

and you can start to see why so many people love having a 

Knotwood deck. With Knotwood, you won’t be paying for your 

deck over and over in maintenance costs as it will continue to 

look as new as the day you installed it. You also have the peace 

of mind that comes with knowing that all Knotwood products 

are covered by a 15-year manufacturer’s warranty.

Knotwood decking can be easily adapted to any project big 

or small, and the interlocking boards create a smooth, uniform 

fi nish, which means no screws or rivets in sight as is the case 

with a regular timber deck. The sealed decking surface is not 

just waterproof, but resistant to fi re and ember attack. This 

surface also allows the space underneath to be used as an 

alfresco area, giving you greater design fl exibility.

Additionally, the Knotwood range of products includes 

shutters, fencing, privacy screens, cladding and balustrading, 

allowing you to create a seamless, uniform fi nish throughout 

your whole outdoor area. With Knotwood, the only limit is

your imagination. 

For more information
Knotwood 

Phone 1300 KNOTWOOD 

Email sales@knotwood.com.au 

Website knotwood.com.au
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LED DOWN THE PATH
Decorative and versatile, Bliss LED lighting is the perfect solution

for outdoor illumination

W
ith 26 years’ industry experience, Thermofi lm 

is a family-owned company that specialises 

in Australian-made and -engineered indoor 

and outdoor heating, decorative furniture 

and lighting solutions. The organisation has 

the reach and drive of a large business while still maintaining

the personal connection of a small company. 

Thermofi lm’s new Bliss LED decorative lighting is both 

versatile and portable, making it ideal for lighting outdoor get-

togethers or setting diff erent moods. The Bliss light is an ultra-

low-voltage lighting solution that looks beautiful in the garden. 

Perfect for lighting outdoor entertaining areas or mood lighting 

for living rooms and kids’ bedrooms, this portable light is easily 

rechargeable via an induction dock or plug-in adapter.

Drawing on elements of fun and relaxation as well as 

elegance and style, the Bliss LED range provides an option 

to suit any family or lifestyle. Each model comes with various 

modes to h elp complement your mood and occasion such 

as a gentle white light for emphasis, slow fade for a relaxing 

atmosphere or disco mode for a party.

These cordless, ultra-low-voltage lighting products use an 

intuitive remote to control colour, intensity and mood setting. 

Made from durable UV-stabilised PE plastic and electrically rated 

for outdoor use (IP68 for water submergibility on some models), 

the Bliss range can be used anywhere around the home. 

For more information

Thermofi lm Australia

Email sales@thermofi lm.com.au

Website blissproducts.com.au
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QUALITY & INTEGRITY
Tombo Design is renowned for consistently delivering high-quality designer 

metal screens time and time again 

D
ecorative metal screening can be used to create 

attractive garden rooms, lend defi nition to outdoor 

spaces and add more privacy to your home. Melbourne-

based company Tombo Design specialises in architectural and 

metal privacy screens that can convert a basic backyard into 

something special.

Tombo Design screens are available in a wide range of fi nishes, 

from powder-coated to oxidised metal, in an array of distinctive 

designs. If you require something unique, the company can 

produce made-to-order pieces for residential landscapes or 

commercial projects.

In addition to its screen range, Tombo Design produces metal 

wall art, garden decor, fi repits and illuminated bollards, so you can 

create a coordinated and consistent look for your outdoor space. 

The company has a number of diff erent designs available to suit

a wide variety of outdoor settings or, if you prefer, supply your own 

artwork and Tombo Design can adapt it to suit your needs.

The Tombo Design team has more than 30 years’ experience in 

metal work and fi nishing, so you can be assured you will receive 

fi rst-class quality. The highly skilled in-house designer is also at 

the ready should clients require a custom-made piece or design 

advice. Privacy screens and other outdoor decor items — which 

are locally designed and made in Melbourne’s south-eastern 

suburbs — are available Australia-wide.

Committed to meeting the needs of its clients, Tombo Design 

is constantly adding new designer pieces to its already impressive 

product range. To keep in the loop of new lines or to fi nd your 

local stockist, visit the Tombo Design website. 

For more information

Tombo Design

Address 13 Johnston Court,

Dandenong South Vic 3175

Phone (03) 9793 5500

Email sales@tombodesign.com.au

Website tombodesign.com.au
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TOUCH THE POWER
Modernise your home with this intelligent, energy-saving lighting 

and appliance control system

W
ith electricity prices at an all-time high, it’s 

more important than ever to minimise and 

be mindful of your energy use. The new 

Envirotouch range of energy-saving timer 

switches gives you the power to control the 

usage of energy throughout the workplace and home, with a 

simple point-of-use control.

With convenient countdown options, you can select a time or 

cycle on the Envirotouch for automatic turn off . And it can even 

be used as a normal on–off  switch, too, helping you reduce 

energy costs, greenhouse gas emissions and product burnout. 

Suitable for use with a large number of diff erent features, the 

Envirotouch works with products including indoor and outdoor 

lights, small appliances, heated towel rails, fans, air conditioners 

and heaters.

Envirotouch can be retrofi tted and the installation is the same 

as a standard switch in new projects. The system also features 

imminent turn-off  technology to warn you when the light or 

appliance is about to turn off . 

For more information

Thermofi lm Australia

Phone (03) 9562 3455 

Email sales@thermofi lm.com.au 

Website envirotouch.com.au
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DRESS UP 
YOUR OUTDOORS

THE GARDENS COVER THE FULL GAMUT, FROM 
LARGE-SCALE, TRADITIONAL FORMAL GARDENS TO 

FRENCH-STYLE SMALL COURTYARDS AND SEMI-FORMAL 
FAMILY GARDENS, PROVING THAT THE FORMAL APPROACH 

IS WELL SUITED TO GARDENS OF ANY SIZE OR PURPOSE. 

Available at paperpocket.com.au/books  

DENS OF ANY SIZE OR PURPOSE. 
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122    �  FORMAL GARDENS

FORMAL GARDENS  �  123  

the tropics

An elegantly simple, formal landscape layout 

works in complete harmony with a lush, 

layered tropical planting scheme

By using mature plants, 

especially the palms, the 

new outdoor spaces have 

a well-established look.

FORMAL GARDENS �  123  

An elegantly p

works in complete harmony with a lus ,

layered tropical planting scheme
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148    �  FORMAL GARDENS

FORMAL GARDENS  �  149  

A pretty parterre and a Mediterranean-inspired planting palette ably designed to create year-round interest

perfection

Each garden bed is edged with English box, which acts as a foil for the straight white pebble paths.

wwwwiiittthhh 
aaa fffooooiill fo

paaatttthhhsss.

 

ONLY 
$19.95



A CLEAR VISION
For Australian company Clear Edge Glass Systems, providing quality and 
locally made products with superior customer service goes hand in hand

I
n a country famous for its outdoor lifestyle, you 

can now seamlessly integrate Clear Edge Glass 

Systems into an outdoor area, resulting in a space for 

homeowners to enjoy the seasons in all their glory — 

rain, hail or shine.

Archie Shaw, owner of Clear Edge Glass Systems, put his 

15 years of experience to the test by developing the only 

Australian-made clear-edged glass slide and stack system —

a product that was noticeably missing in the Australian market. 

With years of training in the UK, Germany and experience 

working in the European and Australian fenestration industry, 

it‘s safe to say he was the right man to get the job done. 

Designed to enclose balconies, alfresco areas, pool houses 

and patios, Clear Edge Glass Systems has created a highly 

specialised product that is intended to enhance homeowners‘ 

outdoor living experience.

Keeping manufacturing in Australia, Clear Edge proudly 

supports local business. Extensive testing took place in

a top facility in Melbourne where the system tested at 3.3kPa 

positive and negative pressure with no failure — an impressive 

achievement that demonstrates the benefits of local products.

The system has a number of key features including the 

System closed
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For more information

Clear Edge Glass Systems

Address 20/32 Silkwood Rise, Carrum Downs Vic

Phone (03) 9770 8164

Email info@clearedgeglass.com.au

Website clearedgeglass.com.au

ability to extend to heights of 2800mm with unlimited width 

and move around curves and 90-degree angles, allowing for 

glass-on-glass corners.

Clear Edge Glass Systems can be installed onto existing 

balustrades and be retrospectively installed into an opening. 

The glass panels easily slide along a trip-free floor track

and completely stack away, re-opening the room to its

original form.

Clear Edge Glass Systems enhance homes and provide

a luxe outdoor experience that encourages homeowners

to enjoy the beauty of their natural surroundings. 

System open
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TAKE COVER
There are various ways to seek shelter from nature’s elements. Here, we 

explore the range of shading systems on the market and discover the best 
options for the diff erent spaces in your home



OUR HOUSE
From the windows to the balcony and the garden, here are some shading 
options for all of your outdoor spaces that will not only protect you on the 

outside, but shelter your home on the inside, too

O
utdoor living is integral to the Australian lifestyle and 

we should have access to our outdoor spaces all year 

round. Whether it’s escaping the heat in summer or 

sheltering from the winter chill, exterior shades are an ideal way 

to create versatile and fl exible outdoor rooms.

WINDOWS & DOORS
Shading windows and doors will reduce or maintain the 

temperature within a home as well as limit the glare and 

harshness of low-lying sun. UV light can have a detrimental 

eff ect on furniture and artwork, causing fabrics to fade and 

some pieces to become weak and fragile. Internal curtains 

and blinds are a suitable solution, however, more versatile and 

functional options do exist.

Awnings can be installed as permanent, demountable or 

retractable sources of shade over the exterior of windows and 

doors. They can be cut to a variety of sizes and shapes to suit 

diff erent homes and most boast sturdy construction, making 

them ideal for standing up to high winds and heavy downpours. 

Retractable awnings have the advantage of shading an area 

from heat or rain when needed.

Exterior shutters and straight-drop blinds are other options for 

shading your windows and doors, keeping your home cool in summer 

while insulating it in winter.

Both awnings and blinds are available in a range of materials that 

refl ect UV light and reduce glare, therefore increasing the energy 

effi  ciency of your home.

BOTTOM LEFT Cabana designed by Gardenridge 
Landscape Design. gardenridge.com.au
BELOW Downee’s Easyshade motorised folding-arm 
awning and pergola system is constructed from powder-
coated aluminium and stainless steel. downee.com.au
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COURTYARDS, PATIOS & BALCONIES
Mostly used for relaxing and entertaining, courtyards, patios

and balconies will need protection from the elements.

Folding-arm retractable awnings are a popular choice for this 

along with pergolas or pergola awnings.

A pergola is a shading system that tends to be an extension of

a building supported by pillars and an open lattice roof. 

Constructed around the direction of the sun, pergolas allow light 

into your outdoor space while off ering protection from the sun. 

Retractable pergola awnings are ideal for those excessively hot, 

cold or rainy days. For larger outdoor areas that are prone to high 

winds, pergolas are a lot sturdier than awnings and can often create

an outdoor sanctuary as side screens can be added if you require 

even more protection.

ABOVE Conservatory designed and constructed by 
Acorn Garden Houses. acorngardenhouses.com.au
RIGHT Outdoor pavilion designed by Gardenridge.
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GARDENS & OPEN SPACES
If you’re lucky enough to have a large garden and need more 

protection than a traditional umbrella, there are many options 

available to you. A freestanding pergola or gazebo can create

a secluded outdoor oasis to enjoy all year round.

Gazebos come in a range of shapes and sizes and in various 

styles and materials. From thatched roofs to a sturdier timber 

or steel structure, gazebos are ideal for enjoying all the best 

elements of the outdoors while keeping you cool and sheltered. 

Due to their sturdy structure and weather-resistant qualities, 

gazebos are able to accommodate sound systems, outdoor 

televisions and other electronic devices, turning your space into 

an entertainer’s haven.

ABOVE Markilux conservatory awning. markilux.com.au
RIGHT Markilux Syncra is a freestanding pergola-style 
structure with retractable awnings. It’s pictured here

with an integrated spotline heating system
TOP MIDDLE Markilux’s folding-arm awning is available 
in a range of quality, colourful fabrics that are durable 

and refl ect UV light
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CONSERVATORIES
You may think a conservatory is a room suited to an old-

fashioned style of home, however, these sun rooms are the 

perfect addition for those living in cooler regions such as 

Tasmania and New Zealand.

Conservatories are light-fi lled, closed spaces that meld 

indoors and out. Usually surrounded by glass windows or the 

more modern alternative — strong vinyl glazing, conservatories 

protect occupants from the cold and wind but may need to 

be shaded during the warmer months. Conservatory awning 

systems are suitable for small or large spaces, can be installed 

either on the inside or outside and are fully retractable. These 

types of awnings can also be used to shelter skylights and extra-

large windows. 

ABOVE Luxafl ex Evo Cable straight-drop awning. luxafl ex.com.au
BELOW Gazebo by Austin Developments. balistylecabanas.com.au
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Gnome: humanoid fi gurine wearing a 
pointy hat displayed for the purpose of 

ornamentation in gardens

Complete gnome



Sign up at completehome.com.au/enews-letter-join

Completehome

Completehome eNews: bespoke eNewsletters 
packed with articles and advice for your dream 

home sent directly to your inbox



EssentialsEssentials
The

Lifestyle BBQs outdoor kitchens 
If you love lazy days around the pool, why not extend 
your time outside with an Australian-made outdoor 
kitchen? While the kids are splashing in the pool, you 
can relax with a cold drink as you prepare dinner 
for the family outside. Rather than settling for an 
imported product that’s not designed for Australia’s 
harsh climate, talk to the team at Lifestyle BBQs. The 
company has been making barbecues and outdoor 
kitchens in Sydney for 37 years and is an expert in the 
industry. Lifestyle BBQs delivers Australia-wide and is 

happy to help you select the right product.
LIFESTYLE BBQS | LIFESTYLEBBQS.COM

UE Megaboom portable speaker
Ultimate Ears is expanding its line up of multi-award-winning 
mobile speakers with the UE MegaBoom. This next generation 
of portable wireless speakers delivers more power, sound and 
bass than ever before, blasting 360-degree sound with heart-
pounding bass. With a waterproof and stain-resistant acoustic 
skin and a durable grab-and-go design, UE MegaBoom is 
lightweight, features a 20-hour rechargeable battery life and 
100ft wireless Bluetooth range, so you can keep the party going. 
UE MEGABOOM | ULTIMATEEARS.COM/EN-AU

Heatlie’s Island Gourmet Elite
Stylish, hard-wearing and Australian made, Heatlie’s Island 
Gourmet Elite is the ideal choice for outdoor kitchens. The 
stainless-steel unit comes fully assembled and can be installed 
directly into any type of benchtop, even timber and laminate. 
When it comes to cooking, Heatlie’s solid-steel hotplate and 
steel ribbon burners eliminate hot and cold spots, preventing 
charring and ensuring food is cooked evenly. The Heatlie Island 
Gourmet Elite is easy to clean, features a built-in fl ame-failure 
safety device and is available in LPG or natural gas with optional 

roasting hood and cabinet.  
HEATLIE | HEATLIE.COM.AU
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CLEAR EDGE GLASS SYSTEMS
Clear Edge Glass Systems is proud to introduce the 
fi rst Australian-made clear-edged glass slide and 
stack system to the market. Transform your outdoor 
entertainment area into an all-weather retreat with 
the installation of Clear Edge Glass Systems. Whether 
you‘re having a relaxed time with family or hosting
a party, Clear Edge Glass Systems have you protected.  
By simply sliding the glass panels into place, an area 
can be partially or completely enclosed. When shut, 
the clear-edged glass panels form one sheer glass 
expanse with no unsightly uprights. When opening the 
system, the innovative track design allows the glass 
panels to slide, turn and stack away, re-opening the 
area completely. Clear Edge Glass Systems have been 
designed, developed and tested for tough Australian 
conditions, leading to a high-quality product that adds 

sophistication to any home or architectural project.
CLEAR EDGE GLASS | CLEAREDGEGLASS.COM.AU

OUTDECO Herringbone
Expanding on its collection of modular outdoor hardwood 
screens, OUTDECO has added a new design to its already 
impressive range. Herringbone is the company’s unique play on 
an architectural pattern that is contemporary, uber chic and of 
ancient artisan style. The geometry is simple and the design’s zig-
zag pattern will break up large, imposing rectangular surfaces as 
well as complement foliage. The design achieves an 80 per cent 
privacy level and has a mid-range visual impact for artistic eff ect. 
OUTDECO | OUTDECO.COM.AU
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SUBSCRIBE
Ensure your great outdoors is the most 

glamorous room this winter!

SKY HIGH STYLE
From plain to paradise, this transformation proves 
that when it comes to balconies, the sky’s the limit

Words Tom Lockley Photography Natalie Hunfalvay

The entranceway to the balcony includes a large 
sandstone step, hardwood timber deck, and three 

pots at the end of the decking that are planted with 
Buxus balls and Dichondra ‘Silver Falls’ 

While the stvyle is quite 
, it is also 

very warm and 

A
mid the bustling streets of Sydney, atop a modern 

unit block, sits a balcony unlike any other. 

Josh Harrison of Harrison’s Landscaping has 

transformed an empty concrete balcony into an 

inviting, versatile outdoor space that encourages 

both relaxation and entertainment.

“I was asked to create a lush, stylish entertaining space with 

both dining and lounging areas that was inviting and would be 

used to soften the vast amounts of plain concrete and boring 

floor tiles,” says Josh.

The balcony is wrapped around the north-east corner of 

the building, allowing for spectacular morning sunlight and 

uninterrupted views of Randwick Racecourse. The style of this 

space needed to suit the social appetite of the clients while still 

celebrating the breathtaking view and visual openness of the 

angled roof.

 “I love the contrast between the bench seats and the balcony 

itself, I think it’s a great example of effective balcony/rooftop 

garden design,” says Josh. The natural element combination of 

sandstone, potted plants and hardwood timber used throughout 

the balcony invites the homeowners to unwind by creating a 

tranquil and comfortable atmosphere that contrasts with the 

busy city below. As Josh explains: “Even though you look out 

towards the city, it’s a very relaxing place to be.”

The minimalist styling of the balcony garden 
is designed to draw nothing away from the 

magnificent view

48
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Harrison’s Landscaping
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Outdoor Rooms 



 Ideal for outdoor kitchens

 Ready to install into any benchtop,  
including timber, MDF and granite

 Sleek and modern stainless steel design

 Easy to clean and maintain

 LPG or natural gas

 Solid, durable and Australian made

 Hood and freestanding cabinet also available

For more information and stockists visit:  

www.heatlie.com.au  
or email info@heatlie.com.au
Ph 08 8374 1999

Island Gourmet Elite

(08) 8376 9330
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