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Celebrate springtime  
with zesty lime and  
mustard yellow shades

AS FAMILY LIFE evolves and  
we accumulate stuf, most of us 
could do with more space in our 
homes. When Joanna and Mikko 
Laukkanen had this problem they 
thought big – with dramatic 
results. Now their 1930s terraced 
former council house is  
60 per cent larger thanks to  
an imaginative loft conversion 

and ground floor extension. The finished result is stunning 
– light-filled, stylish and practical. Turn to p128 to see how 
they did it and then pull the dustsheets of your renovation 
and enter our 2016 Renovation of the Year competition.

Judging a ‘Design a Blind’ competition, I was impressed 
by the standard of the entries from young designers. Their 
brief was to look at the evolution of Scandi style, and to think 
more generally about trends and colours that might be 
big this summer. Then they had to fuse the two to create  
a stunning yet commercial design for a Roman blind.

Talented designer Charlotte Beevor joined me on the 
judging panel, together with Hillarys head of design Sarah 
Quilliam. The winning entry, by Rich Turner, will be put into 
production by this successful curtain and blind manufacturer 
as part of the 2016 Hillarys collection (see right).

May is the month when gardens burst into life. Suddenly 
the grass needs weekly mowing, the spring bulbs have 
finished flowering, shrubs are sprouting new growth and 
forgotten perennials are emerging along with wildlife 
that’s been hidden away through early spring. 

Our HB project this month, ‘Gardens’, is an easy-to-follow 
guide to taming this outdoor space to make it your own. 
‘Minimum efort must reap maximum reward’ is our  
maxim and gardening expert Caroline Tilston has made  
lots of suggestions to help you garden in an eicient yet 
sustainable way that respects wildlife. Our plant ofer,  
on p122, will also help give your garden a colour boost.

Have a wonderful month making the most of where  
you live both inside and out. 

Julia Goodwin, Editor
Follow me on Twitter  
@JuliaHouseBEd 

1 Discover the Natur range of 

blinds at Hillarys 2 Catch the 

light on these glass Jelly vases 

(H25cm) by Patricia Urquiola, 

£81 each, Heal’s 3 Butterfly by 

Matthew Williamson Tropical 

bedset, £50, Debenhams 

4 Geometric embroidered 

Citrine cushion, by Christiane 

Lemieux, £40, House of  

Fraser 5 Shaftesbury painted 

cupboard, £1,299, Next  

6 Go for Italian style with the 

Tempo sofa, £3,010, Natuzzi
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M A I L  F R O M  Y O U

Towards the end of last year we bought our first home. It 
needed a full renovation but we had a limited budget so did 
most of it ourselves, spending evening and weekends working 
on the property. Now it’s finished I’m so proud of what we’ve 
achieved – the efort was all worth it! Agnieszka Olek , Surrey
*Well done Agnieszka! Sounds as though you’ve done a great 
job. See Readers Homes for more renovation stories plus details 
of our Renovation of the Year 2016 
competition on page 128. Ed
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PROPERTY UPDATE

This month’s prize
Our star letter writer wins £100 of  
Pyrex products from the Glass and 
Asimetria bakeware collections;  
@PyrexUKOicial; pyrexuk.com

I’d like to thank the team  
at Leekes in Pontyclun.  
My husband damaged his 
recently acquired and 
much loved leather swivel 
chair, making it unusable. I 
called the store we bought 
it from and a replacement 
part plus fittings were 
delivered within a week. I 
was so impressed by their 
speed! Coral Walker, Porth 

If you’d like to thank 
someone for help 
or brilliant 
customer 
service, 
email or 
write to Say 
a Special 
Thank You at 
the address 
below. If your letter  
is printed, we’ll send  
them a bouquet from the 
House Beautiful range at 
Flowers Direct (0333 003 
0501; flowersdirect.co.uk)

SAY A SPECIAL 
THANK YOU

Share with us
We love to hear from you via Facebook, Twitter, email or letter

Online you loved…

BEDROOM COLOURS – YOUR FAVOURITES
Jacquie Pouty… Rose hues and tones of grey by far… Lovely  
Mary-Ann Gangen… My daughter loves different shades of purple, 
her bedroom is lilac Denise Pocock… Tones  
of grey Adrienne Lennon… Rose hues  
Vanessa Roberts… Blue and white Joy  
Lehr-Smith… Mocha mix and tones of grey  
Michelle Cuthbert… Blue and white…  
always Cheryl Kelly… Purple all the way

Sign up for House Beautiful’s free weekly e-newsletter by simply texting HB followed by your email address to 84499  
Texts to this number are charged at your standard network rate, never more. Standard network rates vary depending on your phone provider. By texting into this service you are opting 

 in to receive messages from us by email and SMS. You can opt out from SMS by texting STOP to 84499 and from email by clicking ‘unsubscribe’

Get the look 

with the 

Ikea Stuva 

loft bed

A new kitchen 

can transform 

a home My daughter has a 
small bedroom and 
we wanted to make 
the best use of space 
by combining a  
bed and storage,  
but didn’t have the 
budget to invest in a 
bespoke unit. Instead, 
we made our own out 
of flatpack shelves 
and a single bed and 
it looks great!
Anna Adams, London

What’s your 

favourite 

scheme?

SET 
WORTH 
£100

 facebook.com/HouseBeautifulUK     @HB          pinterest.com/house_beautiful 

 @housebeautifuluk      house.beautiful@hearst.co.uk      House Beautiful, Hearst Magazines House, 72 Broadwick Street, London W1F 9EP

CONNECT WITH HOUSE BEAUTIFUL

STAR 
LETTER 
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M A Y  T R E N D

WHAT’S HOT

SOFT PASTELS
Combine delicate sky blues and gentle rose pinks to create a soothing scheme

‘Keep the look  
simple and restrict 

pattern to a minimum. 
Team block colours with 
subtle geometric shapes 

and prints.’
KIERA BUCKLEY-JONES, 

INTERIORS EDITOR

BLOCK PARTY
For an instant room update, invest in 

the Olli Ella kilim rug (120cm x 200cm) 

in the Nova design. It’s lightweight so 

perfect for the warmer months, £175, 

Cuckooland. Give a nod to retro design 

with this Aspen armchair, £1,295, 

Content by Terence Conran
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1 The striking design of this wire nest of tables is all the better in pink, £79, Marks & Spencer 2 Wonderfully versatile, this Coolie hat  

pendant can be hung on its own or as a group over a dining table, from £48, Pooky 3 Fold this Urban Striped throw in dusky pastel shades 

over the arm of your sofa, ready to snuggle, £119, Lexington 4 Blousy roses will look heavenly in this Hexagon vase, £27, Ferm Living  

5 Serve your favourite dishes in this Hugo platter, which would make a stunning table centrepiece, £44, Amara 6 Place a white or blue  

candle in this gorgeous concrete candleholder, £25, Holly’s House 7 Interesting angles give this desk lamp a cool edge, £99, Rigby & Mac  

8 Inspired by traditional Spanish hydraulic tiles, this Geometric Houses cushion would add pretty pattern to your sofa, £55, Furnish  

9 Keep clutter at bay and use this felt basket to store bits and pieces out of sight, £25, Nordic House

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE 
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Bold chevrons make these 

bamboo baskets stand out,  

£38 for the pair, MiaFleur 

Handy for paperwork, these 

Bingham bamboo and white 

plastic baskets, from £20 at 

Habitat, are stylish too 

Combining style with 

practicality, these blue and 

white woven plastic baskets are 

just £7 for two, George Home

STORAGE BASKETS

PERFECT CURVE
Anthropologie has two 
delightful new ranges  
– the exotic Paradise 
Found crockery (left) and a 
more muted hand-painted 
stoneware collection 
featuring the Milos vase 
(above), £10 for H13cm.

3 of the best… 

Gorgeous pieces from pared-back Scandi furniture to Persian-inspired bedlinen 

DESIGN NEWS

NEW LOOKS

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

HOT PICKS

BOOK CLUB
To coincide with the 
paint company’s 70th 
anniversary, Farrow & 
Ball How to Decorate 
(£30, Octopus) is packed 
with tips such as how to 
choose the best colours 
for a north-facing wall, 
and how to create colour 
accents in any room.

Furniture Village. It will look 

stunning above a dining table. 

3 WHITE MAGIC

This simple dining chair made 

from carbonised bamboo, £20 

for two from the Aalto collection 

at Cox & Cox, works well in a 

pared-back scheme. The range 

also includes a dining table, wall 

rack, clothes rail and stools.

4 SUBTLE SHADES 

Bring a sense of serenity to  

your bedroom with Fable’s  

new bedroom textile collection. 

Inspired by the historic gardens 

of Shiraz in Iran, it includes this 

Charbagh quilted silk and voile 

throw in Duck Egg Blue, £195; 

and the Kalim embroidered 

cushion, £45.

Paradise Found crockery, 

from £16 for a side  

plate at Anthropologie,  

is inspired by tropical  

flora and fauna

1

3

4

2

1 GOLD RUSH 

Add a special touch to your 

living room with this faux-

bamboo, mirrored-glass side 

table, £140, from the Luxe 

collection at Oliver Bonas. 

2 STATEMENT LIGHT 

Create an industrial feel with 

this gloss white metal and wood 

effect Gaucho pendant, £69, 
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BARGAIN NEWS

NEW IN

PERFECT TONE
Selecting colours to 
update your home  
is easy with the new 
Hemsley paint range 
from Homebase. It comes 
in 56 muted and timeless 
colours gathered into  
14 collections of four 
coordinating tones.  
Walls (left) in Cheriton 
Bloom and Yenston  
Tide; skirting in China. 
Matt emulsion is £27.99 
for 2.5L; eggshell is 
£12.99 for 750ml.

ACCENT PIECES

1 TANGERINE DREAM

Make a statement on your 

dinner table with this zingy 

colour. The 12-piece glazed 

stoneware Hutton dinner 

service includes four dinner 

plates, four side plates and  

four bowls, £25, Next Home. 

2 OUT OF AFRICA

Evoke thoughts of sunny 

FULL  
CIRCLE

To celebrate 50 years  
in business, LSA 
International has 

launched Utility and 
Circle, two smart new 
collections of multi-
purpose containers.  

Made from glass, enamel, 
porcelain, wood and 

leather, they can be used 
for serving, storage and 

display. Circle holder with 
ash handle (above), £40.

beaches and bustling bazaars 

with this Moroccan-tile-inspired 

polycotton bedding set, £14.99 

for a single and £19.99 for  

a double, with matching 

cushions, £12, all from BHS.

3 WALLFLOWERS 

Fill your home with flowers and 

wildlife with this Nature Trail 

wallpaper decorated with 

Treat yourself…

... to this glittering metal and 

glass Biba trinket box, £25, 

House of Fraser. 

A round-up of the hottest homeware – all at great prices

butterflies and dragonflies. It’s 

£15 a roll, Graham & Brown. 

4 INTO THE WOOD

These beautifully simple 

Lumberjack candle holders by 

Normann Copenhagen come  

in ash, stained or natural oak in 

three sizes, and look super-stylish 

singly or grouped together.  

From £18 each, John Lewis.

1

2

4

3

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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1 Place one of these grey and white long-arm lamps either side of the bed, £135 each, Idyll Home 2 Save space with a set of Loft mugs 

that stack up on top of each other, £15 for four, Marks & Spencer 3 Bring on-trend faceted accessories into the bathroom with this soap 

dispenser, £22; and tumbler, £14; both House of Fraser 4 John Rocha’s chevron cushion, £38 from Debenhams, will add a delicate, 

understated pattern to a sofa or armchair 5 This handy tray table comes in different sizes, from £119, Skandium 6 With one straight 

edge, this mantel clock, £42, Black by Design, can sit smartly on a shelf 7 These lovely ceramic Midilicious bowls will bring texture  

to your dining table, £29 each, Smug 8 Graffiti-style patterns create a contemporary feel. Silo shade, £45, Habitat 9 Slender and  

stylish, this Lyon Beton concrete chair oozes industrial chic, £349, Amara

LIGHT AND SHADE

Bring modern elegance to your home with soft chalky whites and smudged greys

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

ON TREND
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DECO UPDATE

STITCHED UP
Get creative with this season’s bright, embroidered fabrics

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

1 Jane Churchill’s Fontana, £95, is a modern twist on chintz 2 Nikki, £56 from Clarke & Clarke would work well as living room  

curtains 3 The ikat-inspired Misura comes in six colours, £85, Romo 4 Be on-trend with the chevron and squares design of Bijar, £34,  

Clarke & Clarke 5 Feathers look contemporary on Casamance’s Grenade Feathers, £117.70 6 Ribbon, from Paperchase  

7 Make a statement with a large-scale chevron embroidered fabric. Inca in Citrus, £34, Clarke & Clarke 8 Tissus Essaouira in yellow  

has a handcrafted feel, £170, Abbott & Boyd 9 Aymara Olivine features folk-inspired circular motifs, £64, Villa Nova 10 White embroidered 

leaves on a green cotton background look fresh. Woodland Walk Fern, £68, Sanderson 11 Danton has a pixelated pattern, £130, Romo 

12 With its large pattern and metallic thread, GP & J Baker’s Farley Stripe, £119, would bring a regal quality
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Botanical prints, shades of green and organic textures 

combine to create naturally beautiful schemes

Petal power
Brighten up a corridor with a 
floral-themed print and fresh 
blooms and green foliage  
on a chunky wooden chest 

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N
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Plant life MODULAR SEATING 
WITH A WOVEN BASE IS THE 
FOCAL POINT FOR A RELAXED 
LIVING AREA. TERRACOTTA, 
GALVANISED METAL AND 
GREEN GLASS ACCESSORIES 
COMPLETE THE LOOK

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  PA G E



Forest feel
Use the same wallpaper 
in two colours to create 
an unusual feature wall. 
Contemporary furniture 
complements the 
woodland pattern
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Rustic retreat THIS IS A GREAT 
LOOK FOR A GARDEN ROOM OR 
CONSERVATORY. TIMBER-CLAD 
WALLS BRING A COSY FEEL TO  
A SUMMER DINING AREA

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N



Scale up! TRANSFORM A BEDROOM  
WITH AN OVERSIZED BOTANICAL PRINT 
MURAL TEAMED WITH BEDLINEN IN 
NEUTRAL SHADES AND GREEN HUES



Wood works
This woodgrain-patterned 
wallpaper is a fitting backdrop 
for a study that features 
beautiful timber pieces

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N
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Where to buy everything

Forest feel
Walls papered in Woodland Toile 215716 Ivory/Charcoal and 215720 
Cream/Green; both £54 for a 10m roll, Sanderson. Chair, rug and 
coffee table, as above. Coco long leg console, £398, Holly’s House. 
Galanthus Varieties print, £45, Royal Horticultural Society. Mossebo 
frame, £17, Ikea. On console: Demi John vase, £35, Cox & Cox. 
Esterban green recycled glass vase, £30, Habitat. On mantel  
(l-r): Lava recycled glass vases, from £5, Soak & Sleep. Aged metal 
candlestick, £20, Cox & Cox. Renu jug, £9.95, Design Vintage. 
Cylinder mirror, £51, Out There Interiors. On coffee table, as above

Rustic retreat
Cobber kitchen table, £575, Loaf. Raw iron chair (near), £120, 
Design Vintage. Old school metal-framed chair, £99, Rockett St 
George. Sintra green side plates, £8 each; Sintra green dinner  
plate, £10; Sintra green teacup and saucer, £10 each; Suvi Rattan 
carafe, £12; all Habitat. Poseidon tumbler in English Green and  
Light Green, £8 each; both Heal’s. Decorative glass bottle in  
Green, £19.95, Graham and Green. Teardrop recycled glass vase, 
£18.50; Aurelia brushed silver cutlery set, £55 for 16 pieces;  
Grey linen napkins, £30 for four; all Cox & Cox. Lamp and small 
wooden stool, find similar at Home Barn

Petal power
Drawers, find similar at Home Barn. Snowdrop print, £245, Lilly Loray. 
On chest (l-r): glass vase, £10, Design Vintage. Ingefära plant pot, from 
£1.50 for 10.5cm dia, Ikea. Vintage dairy bottle, £17.50, Home Barn. 
Faux deer skull in dome, £69; Waterlily ceramic plate, £14; both Rockett 
St George. Aqua bottle, £25 for five, Home Barn. Aged plant pot, find 
similar at Dobbies. Ingefära plant pot, as before. Plants, from £1, Ikea

Plant life
Walls painted in Yeabridge Green estate Emulsion, £39.50 for 2.5L, 
Farrow & Ball. Bowen rattan seats with cushions, £295 each; Bowen 
rattan ottoman with cushion, £195; all Habitat. Lounge chair,  
£895; Alburni table, £462; Indah hide rug, £835; all Heal’s. A-Line 
shelf, £550, Graham and Green. Rattan shade, £70, Habitat.  
On sofa (l-r): Kulgam grey/white cushion cover, £49, Luma. Botanist 
embroidered cushion, £14, Sainsbury’s. Haveli cushion cover, £49, 
Luma. Syssan cushion, £12, Ikea. Linen Lines cushion, £19.99, Zara 
Home. Alpaca blend throw, £90, Northlight Homestore. On coffee 
table: Tumblers, £8 each; tequila jug, £70; all Heal’s. On top shelf: 
Pots, £21 for three, Rockett St George. On second shelf: pot, from  
£1, Dobbies. Vintage bottles, find similar at Home Barn. Ingefära  
plant pot, from £1.50 for 10.5cm dia, Ikea. Heritage twine, £3.50, 
Paperchase. Third shelf: Socker plant pot, from 95p for 10.5cm dia, 
Ikea. Faux deer skull in dome, £69, Rockett St George

Scale up!
Plate 23 Reeves collection mural, from £60 a sq metre, Surface View. 
Haslemere double bed, £509, Soak & Sleep. Zinc tray table, £80; 
seagrass pouf, £110; both Design Vintage. On bed: Grey linen double 
duvet cover, £85; grey linen pillowcases, £24 for two; both Soak & 
Sleep. Light Green stonewashed linen pillowcases, £24.99 each, 
LinenMe. Cotton cushion in Grey, £40, Cox & Cox. Twill Linen cushion 
cover in Leaf, £45; Vice Versa linen throws in Absinthe and Cream, 
£260 each; all The Conran Shop. On bedside table: vase, £35, Cox  
& Cox. On pouf: lambswool throw, £69, Northlight Homestore

Wood works
Walls papered in Curio Zebrawood 107/1004, £80 a 10m roll,  
Cole & Son. Desk, £345; chair, £235; both Rockett St George.  
Wooden shelves with leather strap, from £48, Graham and Green.  
On upper shelf: Terracotta pot, from £1, Dobbies. Vase, £8, Soak  
and Sleep. On lower shelf: Western Red Cedar print, £35, Evermade. 
Wonky earthenware olive oil vessel, £18, Home Barn. Metal plant pot, 
£21 for three, Rockett St George. On desk: Plant pots, Ikea. Wooden 
hand, £22, Present & Correct. Perpetual Calendar, £12, Rockett St 
George. Oscar task lamp, £55, Soak & Sleep. Heritage twine, £3.50, 
Paperchase. Notebook, £7.85; patterned pen, £3.50; paper clips,  
£8.50; coloured clips, £3.50 each; green pencil case, £14; all Present  
& Correct. Ginger preserving pot, £15, Home Barn  HB

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE  FIND MORE GREAT STYLE IDEAS AT housebeautiful.co.uk
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Use bold colours and large-scale prints to transform your decorating 

scheme with advice from these inspiring designers

Designs on pattern

Vibrant designs  

with oversized 

proportions and 

bold florals 

including Catherine’s 

Tropicalia, £85 a 

metre, Kitty McCall

N E W  S E A S O N  T R E N D S 



BOLD COLOUR

SIMPLE TASTES

KATE FARLEY, 42, studied printed textiles 

and surface design and has worked as a 

freelance designer. She launched her first 

printed fabric interiors collection in 2012.

What or who inspires you? My parents built a 

timber-framed house for our family including all 

the furniture, and I’ve inherited their ‘can-do’ 

attitude. I enjoy learning and always strive for 

creative challenges. At art school I’d spend hours 

in the library working my way along shelves of 

Featuring interesting 

irregularities, Kate’s 

Construct hand 

screenprinted cotton 

cushions, £76 each

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

CATHERINE NICE, 34, set up her 

own company, Kitty McCall, in 

2010. Previously she worked as  

a print designer for fashion  

and interior brands.

What or who inspires you? I love 

the variety of print and colour used 

by Marimekko, and I love Matisse’s 

sense of colour; all you have to do  

is look at his work and it brings a 

sense of joy. This is something I really 

strive for in my work. I like to mix 

colour, scale and texture. My ethos  

is more pattern plus more colour 

equals more joy.

What’s your home like? I live  

with my husband and two children 

in the coastal town of Folkestone  

in Kent. We’ve just bought an 

Edwardian four-bedroom house  

that needs a full renovation. Our 

style is very eclectic and our home 

will reflect that. I collect a diverse 

range of furniture, art and found 

objects and they’ll feature together 

with colourful art and bold 

statement pieces, all against a 

backdrop of plain white walls.

Favourite objects in your home 

Our G Plan swivel chairs because 

they’re just so comfortable.

The new big trend Bold oversized 

florals with a twist, amplified blooms 

in vibrant colours and exaggerated 

proportions are all popular at the 

moment. My Tropicalia fabric (left) 

sits within this trend and is my 

current bestseller.

Favourite design I love our range 

of Benchairs. They’re beautiful 

vintage mid-century chairs with 

sleek, structured lines. I can’t wait  

to get a set re-upholstered for our 

new dining table.

TIP Layer, layer, layer. Layering 

prints and patterns in different scales 

is the perfect way to keep interiors 

looking modern and interesting.

books, discovering artworks and artists such 

as Eduardo Chillida, Ellsworth Kelly and 

Charles Rennie Mackintosh, who showed  

me what was possible with drawing. 

What’s your home like? I live with my family 

in an Edwardian semi with a converted loft 

studio in Birmingham. I dream of pared-back 

domestic simplicity, but have a constant battle 

with tides of stuff. As a collector of things that 

might one day be useful, I’m partly to blame.

Favourite object in your home A length  

of handprinted cloth of the design, Tistlar, 

created by Dagmar Lodén, now hanging in 

our front room. I love its colours, pattern, 

quality and scale.

The new big trend Graphic pattern is always 

popular, but my new patterns have hand-

drawn lines showing interesting irregularities 

rather than soulless, computer drawn ones.

Favourite design My Construct design. I’ve 

worked with a social enterprise group to 

make the fabric into cushions (above).  

TIP Take a long-term view when you buy; 

choose something you’ll love and enjoy for  

years to come.
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JANE BONSOR, 38, worked as a fashion 

buyer and product developer before  

setting up Korla in 2013. 

What or who inspires you? Colour in nature, 

architecture and art. I love Matisse for his vibrancy 

and try to keep the ethos of wabi sabi in mind; 

embracing the beauty of imperfection. 

What’s your home like? I live in a 1960s flat in 

west London at the moment with my husband 

PLAYING WITH SCALE

ARTISTIC QUALITY

SARAH FOTHERINGHAM, 30, was  

born in Singapore and grew up in 

India and England. After studying 

illustration and working as a freelance 

in the UK, she returned to Delhi to 

work at an ad agency. There she met 

MANINDER SINGH and together  

they set up Safomasi in 2012. 

What or who inspires you? Safomasi’s 

style is eclectic, global and illustrative with 

storytelling an important part of each 

design. Travelling and observing different 

cultures and landscapes is how I get my 

inspiration. The four months I spent 

travelling in India before settling in Delhi 

changed so much for me. I’d always loved 

observational drawing, but before India 

most of my illustrations were black and 

white line, but you can’t see India in black 

and white! So I finished my travels with  

a sketchbook full of colourful felt tip 

drawings. Now colour is a big part of 

what goes into Safomasi’s prints.

What’s your home like? Maninder and  

I live in a rented two-bed flat in South Delhi 

within a small community of low-rise 

apartments. We have off-white walls and 

simple, minimal furniture but with areas  

of colour from our textiles and prints by 

our friends, many of whom are artists and 

designers. Our favourite part of the house 

is a little balcony we’ve filled with plants 

where we sit out in the cooler months. 

Delhi can be hectic so we wanted to  

make our home a calm and cosy oasis.

Favourite object in your home? My Blue 

Willow teacup and saucer: a gift from my 

parents that’s so quintessentially English. 

My grandparents had it at their home in 

Devon and it inspired the Cream Tea Tea 

Towel from our Salcombe collection. 

The new big trend Designs that people 

can relate to in some way. One of our most 

popular designs is Regatta, inspired by 

yachts racing in Devon, which has a touch 

of nostalgia and reminds people of scenes 

from their childhood or family holidays.  

Favourite design The Estuary Walk quilt. 

It depicts the countryside around Salcombe 

in Devon where my family go on holiday. 

TIP Pick something that you really love.  

If it makes you happy, I believe it will work 

with whatever else you have going on. 

The Poodle floor cushion, which 

has a peace sign on the underside, 

is £70; Big Spots cushion with Zen 

Onsen Garden landscape print  

on reverse, £38; both Safomasi

Feminine but not girly… 

Jane’s headboard fabric is 

Alana in Chalk Pink and 

Steel, £59 a metre. Cushions 

(l-r) Leina in Chalk Pink and 

Steel, Portia in Chalk Pink 

and Weave in Charcoal,  

£69 each; all Korla
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ABIGAIL BORG, 29, set up her own 

fabric and wallpaper business in 2009 

after working at the Cath Kidston 

studio. She is a previous Young 

Designer of the Year winner. 

What or who inspires you? Botanical 

gardens – I have a big folder of flowers and 

foliage I intend to draw one day. My design 

style has always been quite detailed and 

intricate and everything is hand-drawn. 

What’s your home like? I live in a flat in  

a converted Victorian house in Moseley, 

Birmingham. It has traditional high ceilings 

and big windows, and contains a real mix 

of styles. I’m in an ongoing battle with  

my boyfriend about the amount of ‘stuff’ 

in the flat. I’m of the ‘more is more’ 

persuasion, while he would probably be 

quite happy in an empty flat. I like to go  

to craft fairs and flea markets, and forget 

what I’ve already bought and end up with 

duplicates and triplicates of things. 

HAND DRAWN

Favourite object in your home? I’ve 

started to go a little houseplant crazy.  

I love the fresh colours and sculptural 

shapes they bring to our home. My 

favourite is a Fiddle Leaf Fig, which I’d 

wanted for ages, and was thrilled  

to pick up at a local garden shop. 

The new big trend Fabrics with 

darker backgrounds have been popular 

in the past year or so. I’ve also seen an 

increase in clients asking for custom 

colourways. I love offering this service. 

It’s great working with clients on a 

bespoke colour palette to complement 

their existing interiors. 

Favourite design My Muscari (above) 

in four colourways, each with just two 

colours. All our other fabrics have a far 

bigger colour palette, so this was a real 

change, and challenge, for me.

 TIP If you like a pattern, then stick 

with it! It’s what makes your interior 

special and unique to you.  HB

and three children, but we’re planning to move 

to an Elizabethan house in Buckinghamshire 

soon. Our home is filled with contemporary art, 

antique textiles and modern fabrics.

Favourite object in your home? When we lived 

in Singapore, a pair of huge hornbill birds would 

come and sit at our window. When we moved 

back to England I found one in a taxidermy sale.  

It reminds me of a time when my children were 

small and we lived in a faraway land. 

The new big trend Mixing prints in the same 

colours but different scales. Customers like prints 

that play with scale, such as our Alana design,  

a reinterpretation of kilim weaves, used alongside 

its scaled-down sister design, Leina (both left). 

Favourite design Leina and Alana in the pink 

and grey palette are feminine without being girly. 

Being teamed with greys and charcoals gives  

it an earthy edge. The Portia Pink is based on a 

natural chalk colour and is easy to incorporate 

into lots of schemes as it’s so light and fresh.

TIP Do you like it? Does it make you happy 

when you look at it? If it does, buy it.

W
O

R
D

S
 J

U
L
IA

 E
V

A
N

S
. 
P
H

O
T
O

G
R

A
P
H

 S
O

P
H

IE
 M

U
T
E
V

E
L
IA

N
. 

F
O

R
 S

T
O

R
E
 D

E
T
A

IL
S
 S

E
E
 W

H
E
R

E
 T

O
 B

U
Y

 P
A

G
E

Abigail with her intricate 

floral prints – Friti 

cushion, £65; wallpapers 

including Muscari 

Mustard, £95 a roll,  

and fabrics including 

Mathilda Mint, £75 a 

metre; all Abigail Borg
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C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

Influential interior designer Nina Campbell creates stunning room schemes 

for the rich and famous, including royalty, but comfort comes first

I 
f there’s one piece of advice Nina 

Campbell would offer to someone 

about to buy or decorate their home it 

would be: see the potential. Take the 

‘poky little house’ in Chelsea she now lives in 

and loves. Capitalising on her interior 

designer’s sixth sense, she instantly visualised 

transforming the down-at-heel rooms and 

making the most of the tiny dimensions with 

natural light. It also helped that she was 

smitten with the glorious magnolia in the 

back garden: ‘I loved the tree with its huge 

pink saucer-like flowers. And you could 

barely see another house, only gardens, 

which is amazing in the centre of London.’

Nina, one of our most elegantly influential 

interior designers, has worked her style 

charm on some of the most prestigious 

addresses in Britain and around the globe. 

She’s put up curtains for Rod Stewart and 

the Duke and Duchess of York (‘doing  

that was enormous fun – we went round 

choosing furniture from the royal 

storerooms’), created perfect moods for  

the Hotel de Vigny in Paris, the Villa Nova  

in Barbados and the Connaught in London’s 

Mayfair, and collaborated with Osborne & 

Little, Ted Baker and Smallbone of Devizes. 

The daughter of a British colonel father 

and an American mother, she started 

designing young. ‘I always chose my own 

décor for my bedrooms as a child,’ says Nina, 

who has been in the business of creating 

living spaces for 50 years and continues 

working with her team to create fabulous 

fabric and wallpaper collections, as well  

as overseeing her shop in London’s 

Knightsbridge. ‘When I was 10, I had a lovely 

sophisticated grey and white toile wallpaper 

decorated with ladies playing tennis. 

‘To be honest, I think my mother, who  

was very stylish and worked for Queen 

magazine [now renamed Harper’s Bazaar], 

orchestrated my choice!’ 

Nina, who is divorced, has three children 

– ‘Rita, a designer in her own right, my son 

Max, who manages the business side of 

Nina 

Putting the  
heart into home

Nina chose a 

chintzy look for her 

own bedroom with 

soft blues and pinks  

in her Penrose 

wallpaper design 

WORDS KERRY FOWLER  PHOTOGRAPHY SIMON BROWN
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Nina’s Cathay 

Parade fabric frames 

the dining room 

window, while a 

vintage film poster 

dominates one wall. 

The eyecatching  

pot on the side 

table is by Kate 

Malone



‘You need to have a 
spark, a flash of 

something that looks  
a bit unplanned,’  

SAYS NINA

Campbell, and my daughter Alice, who is  

in charge of our PR’ – began her interior 

design career with an apprenticeship at 

Colefax and Fowler.

 ‘Learning about pattern and colour was 

all part of the job,’ says Nina, who’s 71 this 

month and as creatively energised as ever. 

Her training in the post-war austerity years, 

coupled with a growing demand for her 

interior design talent – her first customers 

included Michael Heseltine’s wife and some 

pretty chi-chi Mayfair nightclubs – were  

the launchpad for a sophisticated Who’s 

Who of a client list. 

Her ethos, though, has always been  

to create a home that doesn’t just look 

beautiful, it also works for the customer. ‘I’m 

interested in the practicalities and how the 

house is used,’ says Nina. ‘I like to sit on a 

chair and imagine I’m the client. I ask them: 

“What do you really do when you get home 

– do you kick your shoes off, put your feet 

on the sofa, sit on the bed…?” 

‘With a house I worked on in Maine in 

the US, I actually went and stayed with the 

family, so I had a real experience of their 

life. You have to make people feel secure  

so that they say what they really want and 

don’t just go along with what you suggest.  

There’s no point in having a showcase as  

a home – we all need to feel that it’s our 

space when we shut the door.’

Her own bijou house, totally transformed 

from its previous life as artist Sir Frank 

Dobson’s studio, is her haven. ‘I’m now at 

the point where I don’t have any children 

living at home, so it’s just about me,’ says 

Nina. ‘The upstairs is given over entirely  

to my bedroom, bathroom and walk-in 

dressing area. I felt a chintz moment coming 

on so I used a paper from my range called 

Penrose. It’s a very soft pale blue and pink 

and flowery all over.

‘The bathroom was decorated by a painter 

I’ve worked with all my life. It’s pink lacquer, 

with a mirrored chest for the basin and 

mirrored doors, which I keep open. My house 

is all about mirrors, lightness and space.’

Nina, who cuts a striking and stylish figure, 

with or without her trademark heart-shaped 

glasses, loves to entertain and invite friends 

round for lively, lengthy dinners.

‘The ground floor of my home is all  

about entertaining,’ she says. ‘I’ve had 

parties in every house I’ve lived in and  

now christenings and grandchildren’s parties 

have been added to the list. I think it adds  

a happy atmosphere to a home.’

Her dining room is awash with light that 

floods 

Dramatic black 

Bovary Magnolia 

Campbelli wallpaper 

from Nina’s own 

range makes a 

stylish statement  

in the loo

‘When I’m doing a 

dinner, I love sliding 

the doors back to 

reveal the pretty 

table,’ says Nina
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Metallics suit all types of home, 
from urban to traditional, and work 
well with neutrals, where a touch of 
gold or silver will instantly lift and 
lighten a room. The key is to be subtle 
and sophisticated. Torosay wallpaper, 
£59 a metre. Napkin, £10.95.

NINA’S  
SPRING TREND 

PREDICTIONS

in from the French windows and is bounced 

back by the huge beautiful mirrored cabinet 

where she stores her much-loved china. The 

dining and living areas are divided by 

stunning sliding etched glass panels.

‘I love the fact that when I’m doing a 

dinner I can shut the dining area off and then 

when we’re ready to eat, I can slide the doors 

back and reveal the table,’ says Nina. 

With an innate sense of fun – ‘You need 

to have a spark, a flash of something that 

looks a bit unplanned’ – Nina brings glorious 

life-enhancing colour to every part of her  

home and also likes to install pieces and 

paintings that evoke happy memories.

‘There’s a photograph of my father taken 

by Norman Parkinson that I love. It’s in my 

bathroom so I look at it every day,’ she says. 

‘I also have a lovely clock that was my 

grandmother’s that my aunt gave to me.  

She said “I want to give it to you now  

before I die, so I can enjoy the pleasure of 

giving it to you.” So that’s rather special.’

Nina’s latest interiors range of fabrics  

and papers, glimmering with metallics and 

sumptuous with colour and flamboyant style, 

has been inspired by sources from the past.

‘I came across some watercolours in the 

portfolio of a great uncle, and they formed 

the basis of one design,’ says Nina. 

‘And I found a piece of satin that I thought 

was rather Jean Harlow – it was beaded and 

very glamorous. It wouldn’t have made a 

fabric but works wonderfully as a paper.’ 

 With her extraordinary and colourful 

experience in the business of enhancing our 

homes, Nina still puts comfort high on her 

list of priorities. ‘Beau Brummel said that  

it’s fine to take four hours to arrange your 

cravat but once you leave the house you 

mustn’t fuss with it. I think that really applies 

to a room,’ she says. 

‘You can spend hours making it look 

right, but once people come to the house, 

how irritating would it be if the host started 

fussing about with the cushions… I want  

to know my guests are comfortable from 

the moment they arrive.’ HB

Mint green and 

mustard yellow 

contrast beautifully. 

The antique screen  

is in Nina’s Cawdor 

stripe, while the 

Lehman bench  

is upholstered in 

Boxgrove fabric

Blush pink is the new neutral and 
such a welcoming tone. Well-chosen 
pieces will help lift a room – anything 
from a vibrant accent chair to 
accessories that ofer highlights of 
colour. Tagus wallpaper, £59 a roll. 
Pink Sapphire bud vase, £14.50.

We’re seeing the influence of boho 

florals and paisleys on the catwalks 
transfer into interiors as mid-century 
furniture silhouettes and retro colours. 
Look out for dark green, navy and 
deep blue accented with bold corals 
and mustard. Penrose wallpaper, £67  
a roll. All shop.ninacampbell.com
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H O M E  L I F E

An adventurous couple with a shared vision have turned their  

Victorian home into something extraordinary

WORDS ROHINI WAHI   PHOTOGRAPHY BIRGITTA WOLFGANG/SISTERS AGENCY 

PRODUCTION JULIA MINCARELLI/SISTERS AGENCY

FAMILY TIME

Kate and her husband 

Ewan designed the 

space to suit family  

life with their children 

Agnes, three, and  

Arlo, two



KITCHEN/DINER

Concrete dominates 

but is softened with 

a palette of greys 

and whites, warmed  

by bespoke elm 

wood cupboards

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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‘The architect is there to guide and inspire and 
hold your hand through it all. If they’re not doing 

that, it’s worth finding another one,’ SAYS KATE

KITCHEN

Herringbone wall  

tiles, wood panelling  

and concrete combine  

to create a symphony  

of elegant finishes. The 

wooden bowls were a 

wedding present and  

the framed coral print  

is from Maison Artefact



OPEN SPACE

Light streams in from  

the garden. The KV1  

gold taps by Vola add  

warm highlights

KIDS’ CORNER

Kate reads with 

Agnes and Arlo 

in the kitchen

DINING AREA 

Two industrial lights 

from Urban Cottage 

Industries hang above 

the dining table. The 

J77 chairs are by Hay

F
rom the outside it looks like a typical Victorian terraced  

house, built in 1880 for commuters from Shepherd’s Bush  

into central London. And inside, at the front, is a living room 

with a traditional fireplace, bright cosy furnishings and an 

overspill of colourful vintage toys. But venture just a little further and 

you’ll find a stunning ultra-modern extension featuring concrete 

flooring, seating and walls, elm wood cupboards and floor-to-ceiling 

glazing that opens up the back of the house to a lovely garden view.  

The intriguing mix of old and new continues upstairs, creating an 

absolutely spectacular family home.

Ideas for this imaginative design came from owners Kate Thompson, 

37, who has a background in art and fashion marketing, and her 

husband Ewan, 33, who works as a fund manager. The couple bought 

the 180-square-metre property for £830,000 when Kate was heavily 

pregnant with their first child Agnes. 

Amazingly, Kate and Ewan didn’t even manage to view the whole house 

before they put in their offer as the rooms were all rented out individually, 

but they saw enough to inspire a vision of how they could recreate it as a 

family home. ‘We lived there for 18 months before the plans were drawn 

up. It helped us understand how the layout would work best and how, 

once we’d had children, we’d think differently about using the space and 

the practical issues that would arise,’ says Kate.

‘Originally we began renovations with a different architect as we 

thought we had everything planned out and just needed someone to  

put it into the right format for building regulations. But increasingly, we 

became worried that they didn’t share our vision.’ 

Then the couple met up with innovative architects McLaren.Excell  

who not only understood their vision, C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

H O M E  L I F E



but also added to their ideas. McLaren.Excell like to integrate the history 

of a house by leaving a rough brick wall in one room or having visible 

pipes in a bathroom. ‘It’s so important to pick the right architect,’ says 

Kate. ‘They intuitively understood what we wanted but also pushed our 

boundaries. They’re there to guide and inspire and hold your hand 

through it all. If they’re not doing that, it’s worth finding another one.’

The main elements of the renovation were the kitchen extension at  

the back of the house, the guest bathroom and the loft conversion. ‘For 

the extension we wanted something very clean and modern compared  

to our living and sleeping areas, where we have all our colourful things.  

It was to be as natural and tonal as possible with lots of light, and to 

contrast with the Victorian part of the house where we were keen  

to restore the period features,’ explains Kate.

‘Overhead units in the kitchen were a no-no as they would block out  

the light, but we did want to include wall-to-wall cupboards to maximise 

storage space and create a pared-back modern look. When we got married 

we had so many bits and pieces but nowhere to put them – in the end Luke 

McLaren, one of the architects, actually made our cupboards himself so 

they’re totally bespoke.’

For the seven months that the builders were on site Ewan stayed in the 

house while Kate, who was pregnant with Arlo, decamped to her parents 

house in Shropshire with Agnes. ‘It was winter and the house had no roof, 

so it was tough, especially when I moved back with a three-week-old baby, 

with builders everywhere and all of us living and sleeping in one room.’

Designing the window seats and benches took into account the fact  

that a young family would be living here – Agnes is now three and her 

brother Arlo is two – with sitting, reading, talking, playing and resting 

areas. There’s also a large window 

READING AREA

Books abound in  

the living room  

with its traditional 

Victorian features

PLAYROOM

A 1950s Danish sofa  

from Max Inc in Shepherd’s  

Bush sits well with the 

vintage desk and chair

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

TRAVEL DETAILS

The vintage-style 

framed map is from 

The Conran Shop
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LIVING ROOM

A neutral palette with colour 

accents in the furnishings 

creates a homely living area. 

The sofa and yellow cushions 

are from sofa.com, and the 

chevron rug is from Zara Home

H O M E  L I F E
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ECLECTIC MIX

Made from the side of an 

old cart, the headboard 

adds a rustic touch. The 

table lamp was a gift from 

Vintage Wedding List

LOFT 

BATHROOM

The exposed and 

painted bricks from 

the wall of the loft 

add texture to the 

sleek scheme

seat that projects into the garden. ‘The new extension is very minimalist 

and we like the contrast with the adjoining rooms, which are filled with 

colours and collections from our travels,’ says Kate. 

On the upper floors the bathrooms were also designed by architects 

McLaren.Excell. The guest bathroom walls are coated in Tadelakt, a 

waterproof plaster from Morocco that is applied seamlessly to create  

a beautifully smooth surface, and the loft conversion features  

grey-washed timber and painted brick.

‘We just loved the idea of mixing old and new. It meant we would be 

able to reveal the structure of the original house but also do something 

quite different and modern, so you feel at once removed from the 

traditional Victorian house but still very much part of it,’ says Kate.

‘Now we’ve finished the inside, our next project will be to improve the 

outdoor area and add more plants. The terrace is already beautifully edged 

with greyish-green-leaved varieties such as lavender and thyme, and we’d like 

to add a tree to create shade and higher bushes at the end for privacy. 

‘We say that even if we won the lottery now, we’d never move from 

here. A lot of love and thought have gone into this house to make it work 

for us, and we’re absolutely thrilled with the results.‘ HB

Find out more about the architects at mclarenexcell.com 

GUEST BEDROOM

Filled with finds from the 

couple’s travels, the room 

features some curious 

objects, such as the 

19th-century buoys from  

a junk shop in Sri Lanka

‘Even if we won the lottery, we’d never 
move. A lot of love and thought have 

gone into this house,’ SAYS KATE

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

H O M E  L I F E





HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Sarah and Max McKean, 

both 65, property restorers

THE PROPERTY

A two-bedroom apartment 

in the lower half of a 

detached Grade II listed 

cottage in Mousehole,  

Cornwall 

PRICE £195,000

MONEY SPENT £40,000

WHAT IT’S WORTH NOW

£295,000

KITCHEN AREA

Exposed copper 

pipework adds an 

industrial edge. Sarah 

lined the walls with the 

1970s pine floorboards 

that she took up from 

the living room

R E A D E R  H O M E
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C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

SEASIDE SCENE

Mousehole in West 

Cornwall was described 

by Dylan Thomas as 

‘quite the loveliest 

village in England’

Coastal charm
Tucked away in one of Cornwall’s prettiest villages, this seaside 

cottage combines historic beauty with reclaimed chic

WORDS KATHARINE SORRELL/NARRATIVES  PHOTOGRAPHY POLLY ELTES/NARRATIVES

W
ander around the Cornish village of Mousehole and 

you’ll be lost in minutes. Unexpected cul-de-sacs 

and narrow lanes combine with rambling vistas, 

steep hills and sudden views of the sea – it’s all part 

of the charm of this picture-postcard spot, pronounced ‘mowzell’ and 

described by Dylan Thomas as ‘quite the loveliest village in England’. 

No wonder Sarah and Max McKean fell in love with the place.

Just a few seconds from the harbour, Wesley House is an historic 

listed building. Built in the 1840s from granite, it has sash windows, 

wooden floors, quaint alcoves and a huge inglenook fireplace. But 

when Sarah and Max bought the ground-floor apartment in  

April 2014 it was in need of some work. 

‘We knew Mousehole well as we’d owned a holiday let there  

for several years,’ says Sarah. ‘In fact we nearly bought the upstairs  

of Wesley House three years ago. It’s a stunning location, secret and 

quiet but close to the harbour.

‘When we heard that the ground floor apartment was for sale  

we were intrigued. We could see immediately that it had a fabulous 

kitchen/living space and good ceiling heights, and it was very light for 

such an old building. It also had a lovely feel about it. ‘However the 

kitchen, bathroom and floors in the sitting room and bedrooms all 

had to be replaced. The master bedroom needed rewiring and there 

was a big hole in the wall where the previous owners had tried to 

find the original fireplace. And while the huge granite fireplace in the 

living room was lovely, the chimney had to be rebuilt and re-lined.’

As soon as their offer was 

WELCOME

Sarah relaxing at 

her seaside home
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accepted, Sarah and Max started planning the overhaul. The work 

went smoothly, taking less than three months from start to finish. 

‘Our builder was brilliant,’ says Sarah. ‘As a Kiwi ex-paratrooper  

he was very disciplined and efficient! If we weren’t there, he  

would email updates and photos and ask for decisions. He was 

always amenable and enthusiastic.’ 

The biggest change was to the bathroom, which started out as  

a tiny room with a sliding door that led into a lobby area and an 

enormous airing cupboard beside it. Sarah and Max replaced the 

door, took out the lobby and cupboard, and created as much space 

as possible by installing underfloor heating, an end-to-end bath with 

a monsoon shower and wall-mounted taps, a back-to-wall WC and  

a countertop basin on a reclaimed wood shelf. An unusual touch is 

the heavily layered, painted wooden boards that Sarah used to clad 

the walls, which had been saved from various trips to reclamation 

yards over the years. ‘I wanted a really textured look,’ she says. 

Sarah used a similar technique in the kitchen/dining area, where 

she lined the walls with 1970s pine floorboards taken up from the 

living room. Painted white, they give a rustic yet contemporary feel, 

perfectly complementing the simple painted kitchen by British 

Standard. The pièce de résistance, however, is the industrial-style 

copper pipework with taps to match. ‘We wanted a 1920s exposed 

plumbing look,’ says Sarah. ‘The taps with extended necks took  

some finding, and then we had to get them de-chromed to take 

them back to the brass underneath.’

Meanwhile Sarah had to find replacement flooring for the living 

room. ‘I happened to see some reclaimed oak parquet on eBay just 

half an hour before the auction 

KITCHEN AREA

The wall and floor 

cupboards are by  

British Standard and 

painted in Carbon  

Blue by Fired Earth

LIVING ROOM

By replacing the pine 

floor with dark-stained 

reclaimed parquet, Sarah 

dramatically changed the 

look of the room. The 

painting above the 

fireplace is by local artist 

Beccy Marshall

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E



‘I’d close my eyes and  
visualise the look I wanted  

in each room,’  
SAYS SARAH

DINING SPACE

The huge table came 

with the house, having 

been made for the 

previous owner, and the 

chairs are restored eBay 

finds. Sarah bought the 

Ranarp pendant lamp 

from Ikea and the rug  

is from HomeSense

L I S T E D  A P A R T M E N T
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L I S T E D  A P A R T M E N T

closed,’ she remembers. ‘I rushed around checking measurements 

then put in a very optimistic bid of £54 and won! Even more 

amazingly, the parquet was in Penzance, just down the road. It was 

definitely my best buy – in fact the glue we used to lay it cost six 

times as much as the wood!’

The living room was completed with a log burner, wooden shutters 

and a large, ‘squishy’ sofa, while in the bedroom Sarah replaced the 

plastic flooring with boards reclaimed from a Cornish vicarage. She 

opted for a metal bed, some quirky pendant lampshades from Ikea 

and wallpaper by painter/printmaker Mark Hearld. 

Every room at Wesley House features an eclectic mix of furnishings 

that ranges from high street bargains to vintage finds, accessorised 

with old books and a mix of artworks. Sarah particularly loves 

handmade, original and unusual pieces such as the industrial-style 

coffee table with red legs that she bought in Home Barn, 

Buckinghamshire, one of her favourite shops. 

‘I enjoy mixing things up and collect pieces whenever I can,’ she  

says. ‘There were umpteen visits to reclamation yards and numerous 

internet searches as well as lots of magazine surfing. I’d close my  

eyes and visualise the look I wanted in each room and when I saw a 

potential item I’d try to imagine it in that space. I also really believe  

in having good, original art on the walls, and we have tried to buy  

work by Cornish artists.

‘We’re so happy with the house now – it looks just like the picture  

I had in my head at the beginning. A feeling of freedom and space 

floods over us here – this really is what life should be like.’ HB

MAIN BEDROOM

Mark Hearld’s Harvest 

Hare wallpaper for St 

Jude’s and a steel-frame 

Annabelle bed from 

Marks & Spencer create 

a relaxed, country feel

BATHROOM

Sarah clad the walls 

with reclaimed painted 

floorboards, perfectly 

offset by contemporary 

white tiles from B&Q 

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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R E A D E R  H O M E

STUDY AREA

The wall has been 

painted in Rolled Steel 

by Sanderson. ‘I saw it 

in a magazine and loved 

the sheen,’ says Polly

GOING UP
A smart loft conversion raised the game for this stylish apartment

WORDS AND STYLING JACKY PARKER  PHOTOGRAPHY BILL KINGSTON



C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Polly Holmes, 39,  

director of a branding  

and design agency

THE PROPERTY

A three-bedroom Victorian 

flat in Kensal Rise, London, 

bought in 2005 

PRICE £250,000

MONEY SPENT £85,000

WHAT IT’S WORTH NOW

£750,000

KITCHEN

Cupboard doors 

made by Yealm 

Kitchens were 

spray painted to 

match the Silestone 

Marengo worktop. 

The parquet floor is 

from Flooring First
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A
t first Polly Holmes couldn’t have been 

less interested in the upstairs flat. ‘I’d 

looked at the flat next-door-but-one  

and had told the estate agent I wasn’t 

interested as I didn’t want to live above a shop or café 

because I have a phobia about rodents,’ she says.

‘Then I was looking online and saw photographs  

of this flat and really liked what had been done to  

it.’ The previous owner, a photography director on  

a design magazine, had taken down the internal  

walls and transformed the previously drab two-

bedroom property into a stylish apartment with a 

large open-plan kitchen, dining and living space,  

with original sash windows at either end of the  

room through which light flooded. 

Inspired by what she saw Polly decided to view  

the property. ‘As soon as I walked in I forgot about 

any potential pest problems and knew I would buy  

it,’ she says. ‘I was with a work colleague who said  

“if you don’t buy it, I will!”’  

Although Polly loved the layout and the stylish  

grey palette, she was keen to make the space her 

own. So before moving in, she designed the decor  

in her head, and scoured flea markets and antiques 

shops for quirky and unusual furnishings. ‘It was 

great, but very minimal and there was no colour,’  

she says. ‘I have  

LIVING ROOM

A fire surround 

bought at Sunbury 

Antiques market in 

Middlesex has been 

painted in the same 

Sanderson Indigo 

as the walls 

VINTAGE FINDS

Polly loves picking  

up unusual pieces, 

such as the drinks 

trolley, at antiques 

markets

FAMILY 

TREASURES

Polly brightened  

up the landing area 

with her Granny 

Lucy’s mirror and  

a shelf her mum 

bought more than 

40 years ago

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E



V I C T O R I A N  F L A T

LIVING ROOM

Upholstered in vibrant 

purple velvet from a 

fabric warehouse, the 

footstool and Graham 

and Green sofa bring 

rich colour and texture 

to the room

‘I’m constantly updating but I don’t like 
disposable culture. I’d rather recover or 

repurpose something,’ SAYS POLLY



60  housebeautiful.co.uk

more things, and I had a vision of exactly how I wanted 

it to be, so couldn’t wait to get started.’ 

A few years after moving in, Polly was ready to 

redecorate and expand, and she looked into converting 

the loft into a main bedroom with ensuite. ‘Having seen 

what had already been achieved with the space,  

I knew there was the potential to do more with it,’ she 

says. ‘I drew rough plans, commissioned an architect 

and tried to imagine how it would look.‘

Around the same time Polly met her former 

boyfriend, Seb Barnett, who had refurbished some 

properties of his own. He looked at Polly’s plans for  

the loft, offered some ideas and advice, and ended  

up project managing the build. 

‘Seb altered the layout of the ensuite and suggested 

hanging bifold doors between it and the bedroom to 

make the most of the space,’ says Polly. ‘This was a 

better solution – it’s always worth getting a second 

opinion. I also realised that, although I have vision with 

regard to aesthetics, I struggle to get my head around 

drawings, so I had 3D renders done of everything to 

help me envisage how it would look.’

In the main bedroom Polly opted for exposed brick 

walls to enhance the loft feel and, although she 

originally had her heart set on painted floorboards,  

in the end chose engineered oak flooring. ‘I saw 

something 

MASTER BEDROOM

Polly’s made the loft 

bedroom her own with  

a purple bedspread from 

Restoration Hardware  

in New York over a Loaf 

bed. She bought the silk 

cushion fabric in Shanghai

V I C T O R I A N  F L A T

LOFT ROOM

Shoes are cleverly 

displayed in an 

antique glass- 

doored cabinet 

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E
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V I C T O R I A N  F L A T

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

similar in a neighbour’s loft conversion,’ she says. ‘Even 

with wear and tear it looked amazing; it was such great 

quality and the natural light picked up the different 

tones. It also meant I could have underfloor heating.’ 

Once the smart oak flooring upstairs had been 

installed, Polly felt the painted floorboards downstairs 

looked scruffy so she upgraded to solid oak parquet. 

She then realised it was time for the kitchen to be 

replaced with a handmade one.

‘I went for a dark grey kitchen as the downstairs  

is open plan and I didn’t want anything bright or  

white to stand out. I’m not a big cook, so I felt  

the kitchen should be a subtle part of the space  

rather than the focus,’ says Polly. 

A study area was created in an alcove and stylishly 

defined with a teal blue wall, while in the sitting room 

Polly opted for a moody backdrop teamed with rich 

hues and warm metallics. The dining table and chairs 

were spray painted to add colour and give them a  

new lease of life. 

‘I have so many ideas, I’m constantly updating  

but I don’t like disposable culture. I’d rather recover  

or repurpose something,’ says Polly. ‘It’s definitely 

worth looking at the potential in something and 

investing in what you already have.’  HB

BATHROOM

Mirrored-effect 

doors were created 

by Yealm Kitchens  

at a fraction of the 

price of readymade 

ones Polly had seen 

in a shop

GUEST BEDROOM

Vibrantly coloured 

curtains and walls painted 

in Thai Sapphire from 

Little Greene create a 

dramatic space. The 

watercolour of the London 

skyline is by Cate Parr

FINISHING TOUCH

The glass bowl belonged 

to her gran. ‘She always 

had it filled with white 

flowers on a side table,’ 

says Polly
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R E A D E R  H O M E

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

Labour of love
Renovating this gorgeous 18th-century cottage wasn’t easy, 

but it was definitely worth the effort

WORDS JANET MCMEEKIN  PHOTOGRAPHY JEREMY PHILLIPS

ENTRANCE

Extending the bay 

window and adding 

a new porch has 

enhanced the front 

of the cottage

W
hen Nicky Keen walked into her new home  

to find the remains of a collapsed lath-and-

plaster ceiling strewn all over the living room, 

she began to wonder whether her dream of 

living in a character cottage was turning into a nightmare.

‘I was really puzzled when I opened the front door and 

noticed the most horrendous smell,’ she recalls. ‘Seconds  

later, as I walked into the living room, I was shocked to come 

face to face with a scene of devastation.

‘It transpired that the pipes in the bathroom above must  

have been leaking for weeks and the lath and plaster was 

absolutely sodden. A large part of the floor had fallen  

down under the weight and everything below was ruined,  

including the recently purchased sofa and carpet.’ It was the 

latest in a long line of problems she and her husband David  

had encountered since they’d moved into the cottage from 

their Victorian terraced house near Solihull, where they’d  

lived for more than three years. 

‘We’d got that house to the stage where it was just perfect, 

but when our first son, George, came along, the steep stairs 

and downstairs bathroom meant it was no longer ideal. And 

we’d also begun yearning for a home in the countryside.’

Having stumbled upon the pretty village of Appleby Magna  

in Leicestershire, the pair viewed three properties there. ‘This 

centuries-old cottage really spoke to us,’ says Nicky. ‘It had  

a lovely feel, off-street 



HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE

Nicky Keen, 37, who owns 

interior design company 

Joy Interiors, her husband 

David, 37, a civil servant 

manager, and their sons, 

George, 10, Ollie, six and 

three-year-old Ellis

THE PROPERTY

A four-bedroom, semi-

detached cottage, dating 

from around 1750 

PRICE £249,000

MONEY SPENT £75,000

WHAT IT’S WORTH NOW

About £400,000

LIVING AREA

After the ceiling collapsed, 

destroying the new sofa 

and carpet below, Nicky 

bought a replacement 

covered in Duck Egg fabric 

from Laura Ashley. The pine 

blanket box is an eBay find. 

Cushions and throws are 

from Joy Interiors



66  housebeautiful.co.uk

WORKSPACE

Travertine flooring 

is teamed with 

jaunty Roman blinds 

in Henley Stripe 

fabric from Susie 

Watson Designs

ENTRANCE

Knocking down a 

wall and moving 

the staircase has 

brought more  

light into the 

entrance area

DINING AREA

‘We bought the table 

from an antiques shop,’ 

says Nicky, who used the 

leg colour as inspiration 

for her scheme. The 

Roman blind fabric is 

Vanessa Arbuthnott’s 

Cow Parsley



P E R I O D  C O T T A G E

parking and there was a good school nearby. ‘Another bonus 

was that it came with planning permission to extend and we 

could see it had a wealth of potential. The plumbing wasn’t 

great, the electrics were awful and it needed a damp-proof 

course, but we relished the challenge.’

Feelings of elation swiftly turned to disappointment when 

the Keens moved in on a bitterly cold January day in 2007. ‘It 

was a disaster,’ says Nicky. ‘We knew we were buying a house 

with issues but we hadn’t realised how many. 

‘The cottage was freezing and the boiler wasn’t working. 

When we lit the woodburning stove, smoke billowed out.  

We discovered that it had seized up and was unusable – a far 

from ideal situation as we had a small baby.’

The Keens managed to get the boiler fixed quickly and the 

family lived there for the next two months. ‘The plan had 

always been to move out to my parents’ house nearby while 

the new kitchen was installed and the cottage damp-proofed,’ 

Nicky explains. To gain more space and light, builders removed 

a wall and shifted the staircase to one side. Once the building 

work was finished, Nicky began redecorating. 

‘All went smoothly until that day when I popped over to  

the cottage to do some more painting and discovered that  

the ceiling had fallen down. Luckily, my parents were happy  

for us to stay with them until it was repaired!’

After three months, the family moved back in and soon 

Nicky was thinking about the next phase of renovation work. 

‘I’d always had a passion for interior design and wanted space 

to set up a business from home,’ she says. In 2009, after their 

second son Ollie was born, radical plans were drawn up to 

enlarge the cottage.

Planners agreed that the Keens could extend on all three 

sides of the property to create a larger kitchen/dining area at 

the rear, a new front porch that would lead into an office space 

for Nicky, plus a utility 

KITCHEN

Original kitchen  

units made in tulip 

wood were repainted 

in Farrow & Ball’s 

Skylight. The 

flagstones are from 

Floors of Stone

‘My aim was to create a cosy, welcoming home with modern country 
touches that would be practical for our growing family,’ SAYS NICKY

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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room and downstairs cloakroom. Enlarging the front bay 

window would also increase the size of the living room. 

Upstairs one of the bathrooms would be transformed  

into a fourth bedroom. The proposed double-height 

extension would create additional space for a bigger  

main bedroom with an ensuite, as well as a new family 

bathroom. Work began in March 2012 and was finished  

just in time for Christmas.

‘At that stage I was establishing my new venture,  

Joy Interiors, and I knew this was going to be the ideal 

opportunity to source fabrics and soft furnishings to 

showcase in our remodelled cottage,’ says Nicky. 

‘My aim was to create a cosy, welcoming home with 

modern country touches that would be practical for our 

growing family. Looking back, the legs of an old kitchen 

table that we bought at an antiques shop were the starting 

point. The soft shade of green set the tone for the muted 

palette of pale greens, blues and heathers throughout  

the downstairs of the cottage,’ Nicky adds.

These days, this charming labour-of-love cottage is a  

far cry from the dark and oppressive property the Keens  

first viewed. ‘Getting to this point has had its problems  

and living in the cottage was, at times, virtually unbearable, 

particularly as four of us were squeezed into two bedrooms,’ 

says Nicky. ‘Thankfully, despite the upheaval, it all went 

smoothly with no hiccups.

‘We love living in an historic home that holds so many 

stories within its walls, and feel that we’re not only doing 

our bit to preserve history but also giving this wonderful 

cottage back its heart.’ HB

 For more information about Joy Interiors, visit  

joyinteriors.co.uk or call Nicky Keen on 0797 166 3753 

MAIN BEDROOM

‘I wanted the scheme 

to be relaxing but was 

mindful of not making 

it too feminine,’ says 

Nicky. The bedlinen is 

from Cabbages & Roses
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GEORGE’S BEDROOM

Nicky chose Galerie Stars 

wallpaper from John Lewis 

and rugs from Cox & Cox 

for the boys’ rooms

OLLIE’S BEDROOM

Stars feature on the walls, 

floor and bed, which is 

from Feather & Black 

BATHROOM

Fixtures and fittings came 

from Victoria Plumb. The 

Roman blind is in Vanessa 

Arbuthnott’s Flora fabric. 

Nicky sourced the tiles from 

Walls and Floors

OUTDOOR SPACE

George, Ollie and Ellis 

enjoy playing with their 

guinea pigs, Sniffle and 

Snuffle, in the spacious 

back garden
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BRICKS + MONEY
Stay up to date with the latest property and financial news

TWITTER TALK

Your house can be a TV 
star, says Jeremy Leaf, 
former RICS chairman and 
north London estate agent

@HB: What’s the best way to 

make my home famous? 

@jeremyleaf: Live in a house that 

needs radical #improvement or 

#decluttering or is already really 

unusual or particularly stunning 

@HB: How do I approach TV or 

film production companies?

@jeremyleaf: Send good photos  

of your house and yourself as well 

as your CV, include interesting/

heartrending info about your life 

@HB: Where can I apply for  

a chance to take part? 

@jeremyleaf: Make a note of 

companies that produce suitable 

TV programmes and keep an eye 

on their social media

@HB: What will boost my 

chances of being chosen?

@jeremyleaf: Being eccentric or 

sympathetic and having been 

through difficult times

@HB: Practical considerations?

@jeremyleaf: Parking for several 

large production vehicles is a plus 

@HB: What puts producers off?

@jeremyleaf: If you’re inflexible 

or have a house not capable of 

#transformation 

@HB: Would my children  

have to take part?

@jeremyleaf: You can negotiate 

who takes part but producers 

often like to include family 

members to add interest

@HB: Do I get any control? 

@jeremyleaf: Once you agree  

to take part it’s unlikely that  

you’ll have any control

@HB: If I’m picked how can  

I make it all run smoothly?

@jeremyleaf: Keep neighbours 

informed so they’re not unduly 

disturbed. Remove prized 

possessions in case of damage

It’s estimated that up to 400,000 homes in 

England and Scotland could be paying the  

wrong Council Tax, mostly due to errors in 

original assessments. In some cases, this means 

householders have paid thousands of pounds too 

much, and may be entitled to a refund. In others, 

they may have paid too little, and could face 

higher bills if they challenge their banding. 

Council Tax bands range from A, the cheapest, 

for properties valued at more than £40,000, to  

H, for properties worth more than £320,000. 

‘The level your Council Tax band is set at varies 

depending where you live,’ says Nick Hill from  

the Money Advice Service, moneyadviceservice.

org. ‘Welsh homes were re-evaluated in 2003,  

so are less likely to be in the wrong band, while 

homes in Northern Ireland pay rates instead.’

HOW YOUR BAND IS ASSIGNED
The crucial point is that your home isn’t banded 

on its current market value, but what it was worth 

on the open market on 1 April, 1991, the date 

Council Tax was introduced. Properties that didn’t 

exist then but have been built, or altered since, are 

assessed as though they did. Any rise or fall in 

house prices, caused by changes in the housing 

market, doesn’t affect the Council Tax valuation.

HOW DO I CHECK MY BAND  
AND THE 1991 PRICE ? 
Visit gov.uk/council-tax-bands. ‘You’ll find a free 

historic estimate of your home’s value at the last 

sale by using comparison websites such as 

zoopla.co.uk. You can then use this to work out 

the 1991 value with the help of the dedicated 

calculator on moneysavingexpert.com,’ says Nick 

Hill. ‘Then compare it to the Council Tax band 

limits using the grid devised by consumer 

association Which? at which.co.uk.’

I THINK I’M PAYING TOO MUCH 
If you want to compare your property with 

neighbouring homes, use their address instead.  

The information is freely available. Or you could 

ask your neighbours directly. But tread carefully as 

ARE YOU PAYING TOO 
MUCH COUNCIL TAX?

you might all lose out. For instance, if you’ve 

converted the loft to add an extra bedroom,  

the band may have changed to reflect the fact 

that a bigger house is worth more, but the new 

band would only come into effect once the 

property was sold. So if you recently bought the 

house, your band may well be higher than your 

neighbours’ even if they too have an extra 

bedroom but have been living in the house  

from before the room was added. 

‘If you challenge the amount you’re paying, 

there’s a chance it could go up instead of  

down,’ warns Nick Hill. ‘Or, it could be that your 

neighbours’ Council Tax will go up and yours will 

remain unchanged, so consider carefully how 

strong your claim is before pushing ahead.’ 

WHAT ABOUT NEW PROPERTIES?
If you’re moving into a new home, or a house 

that’s been renovated recently, it may not have 

been assigned a band yet by the local authority,  

or it may have a provisional banding. Ask the 

vendor or contact the local authority. 

CAN I CHALLENGE THE BANDING?
Yes, in England, contact the Valuation Office 

Agency and in Scotland go to Scottish Assessors. 

Find contact details at gov.uk. 

WHAT IF I HAVEN’T PAID ENOUGH?
‘You shouldn’t be asked to pay backdated tax, as 

the error isn’t yours,’ says Nick Hill. ‘But you’ll 

need to pay more from your next bill.’

It’s the one bill we all have to pay, 
but check you’re not handing  
over the wrong amount 

Bands only 
change when 
the property 
is sold

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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My daughter’s a first-time buyer and is interested in 
buying a property via the Help to Buy scheme, but  
as we live on the outskirts of London, prices are still 
unafordable. Is there any other assistance available?

In February, the London Help to Buy scheme was introduced for 

first-time buyers and home movers. It’s similar to the original Help to 

Buy scheme but reflects higher property prices in the capital with a 

40 per cent interest-free equity loan, as opposed to 20 per cent. The 

borrower needs only a five per cent deposit, so it’s good news if your 

daughter has limited funds. She can then take out a mortgage to 

cover the remaining 55 per cent, which means she’ll access cheaper 

mortgage rates than if she just had her five per cent deposit. 

Only newly built homes up to a value of £600,000 can be 

bought via the scheme. The equity loan is interest-free for the first 

five years after which interest will be charged if she hasn’t been 

able to repay it. The rate will be 1.75 per cent of the loan’s value in 

year six, increasing each year in line with inflation. Your daughter 

will have to repay 40 per cent of the value of the property at that 

time as opposed to the amount she borrowed, so if prices have 

gone up significantly she may have to pay back much more. 

Is there housing help 
in the capital?

PROPERTY FINANCE 
SPECIALIST
Melanie Bien

Money expert and founder  

of Bien Media

Exposed ceiling timbers, 

flagstone floors, leaded 

windows, window seats 

and panelled antique 

doors feature in this 

part-thatched property.  

It has four bedrooms, 

including one in the loft 

with Velux windows, and 

a kitchen with an Aga 

and walk-in pantry.  

Knight Frank, 

01789 297735

CONVERTED vicarages

FENITON OLD VILLAGE, HONITON, DEVON

WROXTON, NEAR BANBURY, OXFORDSHIRE 

This elegant four-bed, 

two-bathroom house  

is packed with period 

features including  

a panelled drawing 

room and a stunning 

reception hall. 

Underfloor heating in 

the recently refitted 

kitchen/breakfast  

room is another plus.

Whitton & Laing, 

01392 976721

Set in a walled garden, 

this spacious former 

manse is full of character 

and charm. With four 

bedrooms and a further 

bedroom/study and three 

reception rooms, it’s a 

warm and welcoming 

family home. The village 

of Ceres is a few minutes’ 

drive from St Andrew’s. 

CKD Galbraith,  

01334 659980 

CERES, NEAR CUPAR, FIFE 

HOPTON CANGEFORD, LUDLOW, SHROPSHIRE 

Huge windows flood 

this four-bed Victorian 

property with light. 

Downstairs features 

flexible living space with 

a drawing room, dining 

room and a living room 

currently used as a 

study. All three rooms 

have wooden floors and 

woodburning stoves.  

Strutt & Parker,  

01584 873711

PROPERTY gossip
Original features are a great asset to any house, but this 
property has one of the most unusual. Dracup’s Cottage in 
Bridgnorth, Shropshire, is for sale complete with a 28ft cave.  
It was created underneath this two-bed home by former owner, 
artist Antony Dracup, who transformed the house before his 
death in 2002. Son Dennis says his father had chiselled much  
of the basement by hand: ‘His persistence was rewarded with 
noticeably stronger chest muscles and extra living space.’ 

Such a noteworthy addition to a cottage helps to justify  
the price tag of just under £200,000. ‘This wonderful cave 
forms a stunning lounge/living space with ornate vaulted 
pillars,’ says Matthew James at estate agents Nock Deighton. 
‘It’s unlike anything else you’re likely to see.’

£595,000

 £795,000

OFFERS OVER £575,000

 £660,000

This basement 
was chiselled 
out by hand
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Beautiful bedrooms
Create a stunning scheme with these great ideas from the latest interiors trends

RUSTIC RETREAT 
Layer up colour and play with print for a modern country 

scheme. Team wooden pieces with grey painted furniture 

and create eyecatching displays with clusters of vases.
Pendant lights, £85 each; house tealight holders, from 

£22; Rosie Mustard polka dot vase, £15; Rosie petal detail 

vase, £20; wooden houses, from £12; bed and bedding, 

from a selection; beech leaf cushion, £20; mohair check 

cushion, £24; mohair check throw, £60; Coral knit throw, 

£60; floral print basket, £20 for two; Oliver milk bottle 

vases, from £12; wooden bird bookends, £45; all Dickins 

& Jones Home at House of Fraser 

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N
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‘Traditional checks, vibrant quirky motifs and pretty blossom 
prints can be layered for a fresh, spring-like feel.’ 

SUE ROBERTS, DIRECTOR OF HOME DESIGN, HOUSE OF FRASER

This traditional Welsh pattern has stood 

the test of time. Berry Red Cobweave 

throw, £58, The British Blanket Company

Rather than using your smartphone to 

wake you up, set an alarm clock, £4.99, 

Homesense, for old time’s sake

Enjoy your cuppa in this personalised  

Alphabet Letter mug with a pretty floral 

background, £4, Matalan 

Admire the grain of the reclaimed timber 

in this trusty Rolly drawer unit. It’s the 

perfect storage piece, £245, Loaf 

Skilled artisans in Rajasthan have crafted 

the Tali Block Print rug in natural jute 

using traditional methods, £120, Nkuku

Position this Iona bench (H44cm x 

W240cm), crafted from solid fir wood,  

at the foot of a bed, £259, Made

Add a tactile element with this 

handwoven cushion cover, £34, West 

Elm, in a geometric Broken Arrow print

For a quirky touch, use this Alfred  

floor light on a tripod as a bedside 

lamp, £475, Laura Ashley

Cool grey linen adds a modern edge  

to this classic Lincoln Clarissa Club 

chair, £745, Alexander & Pearl

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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‘Nature is a green thread running through this spring’s collection. I love 
the authentic look of natural materials and the positive feeling they bring.’

EVELINA KRAVAEV SÖDERBERG, HEAD OF DESIGN, H&M

Nkuku’s Uka Stripe cup, £6.95, is perfect 

for jasmine tea, your morning coffee or 

as a simple storage pot

Make a bold statement with this striking 

Sanderson Manila rug (140cm x 200cm) 

in a jungle design, £409, Amara

Set the mood with soft candlelight in 

these Retreat Diamond lanterns, £35 for 

large; £25 for small, Laura Ashley 

Choose industrial style with a glam twist 

in a gorgeous copper colour. Arlington 

pendant, £120, BHS

Go for modern colonial style with  

this Holmsel armchair in vivid  

green, £40, Ikea

Kickstart a relaxed tropical look in your 

bedroom with this patterned green leaf 

cushion cover, £6.99, H&M

Opt for a beautifully made investment 

piece such as this Ercol Shalstone 

dressing table, £650, John Lewis

Keep a lid on your washing with  

this stylish John Rocha laundry bin 

(60cm x 41cm), £60, Debenhams

Try tropical prints in soft, subtle greys for 

an understated look. Bedspread, from 

£36, Secret Linen Store

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E



PALM HOUSE
Evoke the warmth of sunnier climes 

with vibrant leaf prints in shades  

of green. Mix with plain bedlinen, 

layering different tones and contrast 

with wood and organic textures. 
Duvet cover set, from £24.99; linen 

cushion covers in Light Petrol, £7.99 

each; linen pillowcases, from £7.99; 

dressing gown, £24.99; throw, 

£39.99; all H&M 

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N 



MONO MINIMALIST 
Create a sense of calm with a monochrome 

scheme softened with pale grey and warm wood. 

Keep the look light with a neutral base and add 

pattern with subtle stripes and graphic motifs. 
Valetta double storage bed in Liquorice  

Pure Belgian linen, £1,190, sofa.com
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‘Unstructured linens are a key trend this season. Choose a headboard 
with removable covers – natural linens work well as an upholstery fabric.’

EMMA WILLIAMS, HEAD OF BUYING, SOFA.COM

Handmade in the UK, this Eucalyptus 

candle, £24, Plum & Ashby, with mint 

and citrus notes, will burn for 40 hours 

This simply stylish Nordic chair,  

£129, Cult Furniture, has a wonderfully 

textured woven seat 

Everything looks good in stripes especially 

this fine-bone-china shade. Circle Line 

small table lamp, from £162, Original BTC

In a versatile mix of neutral shades, this 

Colca pure wool rug makes a striking 

focal point. From £349, West Elm

A repeat leaf-print pattern on 

this black and white cushion cover, 

£3.99, H&M, is smart and understated 

On cool summer evenings, snuggle up in this 

handwoven pure wool Sail Grey throw in a 

subtle geometric pattern, £120, Murmur

Keep books or beauty products and 

other paraphernalia in this large wire 

basket, £19.99, H&M

Lose yourself in this mesmerising Nest 

screenprint (50cm x 70cm) in Sheer 

Slate, £45 unframed, Bold & Noble

Eight drawers offer plenty of 

compartmentalised space in this 

numbered metal chest, £399, BHS





House Beautiful MAY 2016 81

S
T
Y

L
IN

G
 K

IE
R

A
 B

U
C

K
L
E
Y
-J

O
N

E
S
. 
P
H

O
T
O

G
R

A
P
H

Y
 R

A
C

H
E
L
 W

H
IT

IN
G

S T Y L E  I N S P I R A T I O N

Get the look Select fabrics in white, pale grey and golden yellow, and 
choose a textured rug in a soft neutral shade. Introduce lemon and mustard 
hues in the accessories to add a touch of spring joy

Sherpa weave rug (1.7m x 2.4m) by 
Armadillo,£675, Northwood. Murmur rule 
cushion, £40, Houseology. Mrs Peel lozenge 
design grey, yellow and white wallpaper, £55 
a roll, Fired Earth. Squares cushion cover, 
£3.99, H&M. Hustle at 5pm matt emulsion, 
£38.50 for 2.5L, Fired Earth. Paintbrush, 
stylist’s own. Beech bowls, from £15 each, 
Heal’s. Bloomingville Carla dot plate, £12, 
Amara. Sketchbook, £19.95, Holly’s House. 
Yellow Little Trees fabric and Grey Ditto 
Dusty fabric, both £73 a metre, MissPrint 

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

MASTERCLASS
MOODBOARD

BE INSPIRED BY OUR COVER TO CREATE A MODERN 
COUNTRY SCHEME USING SOFT GREY AND YELLOW
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Walls painted in Bone eggshell, £53 
for 2.5L, Fired Earth. Conran Yellow 
Moon wall art, £85, Marks & Spencer. 
Curtains, find similar plain linen blend 
curtains at John Lewis. Sherpa weave 
rug by Armadillo, £675, Northwood. 
Carpet, find similar in the House 
Beautiful collection at Carpetright. 
Fowey sofa in Remo Linara Primrose, 
£1,923, Sofas & Stuff. Cushions (l-r): 
Naima, £24, Barker & Stonehouse. 
Woven striped, £19.50, Marks & 
Spencer. Optic Sandstone by Eleanor 
Pritchard, £124, Heal’s. Seville in Mist 
Grey and Ecru, £95, Niki Jones at 
Clippings. Grey merino wool throw, 
£85, Holly’s House. Pebble table by 
Ligne Roset, £1,594, Heal’s. Lene Bjerre 
Abella bowl cup, £6.60; jug, £31; 
both Houseology. Beech bowls by 
Owen Thomas, from £15 each; Kahler 

Living room Combine neutral walls and floors with occasional 
furniture in handcrafted wood. A classic, squashy sofa in a bold  
and zesty yellow makes a striking focal point

white vase, £32; all Heal’s. Sketchbook, 
£19.95, Holly’s House. Urchin knitted 
pouffe, £69, Barker & Stonehouse.
Oak and hazel desk, £1,495, Heal’s. Tuva 
desk lamp, £40, Cox & Cox. Small white 
beaded basket, £38.50 for two, Holly’s 
House. Kahler large vase, £60, Heal’s. 
Dinton chair, £175 for two, Marks & 
Spencer. Murmur rule cushion (on chair), 
£40, Houseology 



Round and round 
Crafted by hand, this timeless 

pendant also comes in green, 

rose, black and grey. Muuto 

Ambit white pendant light, 

£209, Rume 

Two tone
This grey and white jug 

has a Scandinavian feel.  

Use it for milk or pop 

some blooms in it.  

Lene Bjerre Abella  

jug, £31, Houseology 

Pot luck
Made from hand-

thrown terracotta, this 

vase has an intricately 

etched design and is 

finished with a bright 

glaze. West Elm 

Honeycomb short 

shoulder vase, £19, 

John Lewis

Accent lighting
Designed by Sir Terence 

Conran, this stunning 

lamp has a white, bone 

china shade and yellow 

cotton-braided flex. 

Hector Bibendum 

table light, £166.80, 

Original BTC 

Keep warm
It’s always worth having a cosy throw to hand for 

cooler evenings. This snuggly hand-woven blanket 

has a lovely brushed wool finish. Molesworth  

wool blanket, £285.96, Coast New Zealand 

Graphic print
This cushion would update a sofa, or 

add two or three for an eyecatching 

effect. Geometric cushion, £40, 

Living by Christiane Lemieux  

at House of Fraser 

Sitting in style
Elegance meets comfort with this deep-

seated sofa that has smart wooden turned 

legs. Islay three-seat sofa in Lemon 

brushed linen cotton, £1,410, sofa.com

Delicate lines 
A subtle abstract pattern adds interest to this  

long-pile rug that’s super soft underfoot. House 

Doctor Kuba rug, £199, AtNo67 Concept Store

Retro design
The soft woodgrain on this solid oak coffee table 

gives it subtle texture. Hammond coffee table, 

£349, Swoon Editions 

Colour up
Simple shapes in a  

striking, sunny hue  

create a dramatic effect.  

‘Yell-ow!’ screen print,  

£11.15, art4lifeGmbH  

at Etsy. A4 oak-effect 

frame, £8, Hobbycraft

House Beautiful MAY 2016 83
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Get the look Pale grey and bare wood work well together,  
and adding copper accents will bring a modern twist. Include  
a marble surface for beautiful natural pattern and texture

Exhibition marble tiles, 
£124.93 a sq metre, Fired 
Earth. Croft Collection 
storage jar, from £8; 
Queensberry Hunt butter 
dish, £20; both John Lewis. 
Alvin chopping board,  
£25, Habitat. Drawer knobs, 
£4.90 for two, H&M. Marne 
jug (holding flowers), £12, 
Habitat. Jansen + Co copper 
tray, £29.95, Houseology. 
Courbe grey bowl, £5; Enno 
textured bowl (inside), £7; 
both Habitat. Linen table 
runner (under bowls),  
from a selection at LinenMe. 
Crackle fabric and Polka  
fabric, both £9.95  
a metre; Hinchcliffe  
& Barber songbird  
ditsy mug, £15;  
all John Lewis

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E



Farringdon sideboard, 
£1,000; Farringdon 
dining table, £980; 
Farringdon loom weave 
armchair, £360; 
Farringdon loom weave 
dining chair, £520 for 
two; copper pans, from  
£20 each; Geometric 
teapot, £37.50; 
chopping board, £50; 
glass storage jars from 
£10 each; Tri-ply silver 
pans, from £40 each; 
Geometric soup plate, 
£9; Geometric dinner 
plate, £8.50; Geometric 
side plate, £7.50; glass 
jug, £25; Cavendish 
tumblers, £10 each; 
copper juicer, £18; 
marble board, £30; 
glass vase, £17;  
all J by Jasper Conran  
at Debenhams 

Kitchen Team a pale grey wall colour with darker painted furniture, 
combine classic white tableware with contemporary glassware and finish the 
look with copper cookware to add a warm contrasting zing
86  housebeautiful.co.uk
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Metal element
Available in three sizes, this table 

has a galvanised zinc top and oak 

legs. Daddy zinc dining table, 

from £895, Loaf 

Bright ideas
Enamel pendants are on trend and 

look great in kitchens. Place this 

vintage design above your table for 

dramatic effect. Industrial pendant 

light, £288, Skinflint Design 

Display here
With its hint of Scandi styling, 

this cabinet will look beautiful 

filled with pretty glasses and 

tableware. Colton oak and 

glass cabinet, £795, Habitat

Take a pew
This woven-seat chair  

is beautifully made  

and very comfy. Croft 

collection Islay dining 

chair, £125, John Lewis 

Dine in style 
This plate is crafted from 

vitreous porcelain. Teema 

dinner plate, £15.50, 

Cloudberry Living 

Get cooking
Copper-bottomed cookware is longlasting 

and great for even heat distribution. 

Three-piece copper-base pan set,  

£99, Marks & Spencer 

Copper tones
A hammered surface adds 

texture while reflecting the light.  

Tray, £39.95, MiaFleur 

Triple efect
Fill these stylish jars with kitchen essentials. 

Linea Acacia jars, from £14 each,  

House of Fraser 

Refreshment time
Choose a pitcher with a textured 

finish. This design has beautiful 

ribbed sides and is perfect for 

iced tea, water or juice. Iittala 

Aino Aalto pitcher, £89, 

Cloudberry Living 

Chop chop
Wood is naturally anti-bacterial 

and adds texture to a scheme. 

Natural Elements Acacia 

wood board, £29.99 for  

a set of three, Very 

88  housebeautiful.co.uk
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4

RELAXED 
SUNDAY BRUNCH 
Set your table for a leisurely mid-morning feast

E S S E N T I A L  K I T

1 Ceramic Scandi white teaspoons, £5.95 for 

four, Nordic House 2 Natural Canvas sugar 

bowl (shown holding raspberries), £10, Denby 

3 Sahara and Blossom Pink jam pot, £31.50, 

Branksome China 4 Acacia honey dipper (in 

honey pot), £28, Alessi 5 Jason Atherton  

Lazy Susan with marble inset, £98 (whole  

set not shown), John Lewis 6 Dickins & Jones 

blue check toast rack, £16, House of Fraser  

7 Mervyn Gers white dinner plate, £18; and 

side plate, £15, both Heal’s 8 Natural linen 

Lara napkins, £5.49 each, LinenMe 9 Brighton 

stainless-steel table knives and forks, £6 each, 

Habitat 10 Turned wood maple egg cups, £1 

each, Re 11 Natural Canvas textured cups, £12 

9

2

5

10

8

1
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16

15

17

19

20

18

each; and matching saucers, £10 each, Denby 

12 Canteen Splash cereal bowls, £6 each, 

John Lewis 13 Glass jug, £12.99, H&M Home 

14 LSA International Coro assorted tumblers, 

£16.50 for four, Amara 15 J by Jasper Conran 

salt and pepper pinch pot set on a wooden 

stand, £20, Debenhams 16 Natural Canvas 

cafetiere, £75, Denby 17 Canteen Splash 

mug, £6, John Lewis 18 Cream red stripe linen 

runner in Antico Uno, £23.99, LinenMe 19 

Natural Canvas textured saucer, £10, Denby  

20 Stonewashed linen tablecloth in Optical 

White, from £54.99, LinenMe  
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P A I N T  S H A D E S

Industry experts suggest how to create impact using bold colour combinations 

Leather 191 Absolute 

matt emulsion, £38  

for 2.5L, Little Greene

VIVID ACCENTS
Use highlights sparingly to add impact

Ravishing Red Aura  

matte, from £64 for  

3.87L, Benjamin Moore

This fabulous pink originated in 
the 1970s when vibrant colours 
fought for attention. In today’s 
interiors, bright hues such as 
Leather (above) are best used to 
punctuate an otherwise muted 
palette, to bring intrigue and 
surprise to a scheme. 
DAVID MOTTERSHEAD
LITTLE GREENE

With just a hint of orange, 
Ravishing Red is youthful, 
cheerful and exuberant. 
Inherently warm, it comes 
to life in a monochromatic 
scheme. Inject geometric 
shapes and greenery from the 
outside for a modern look.
HELEN SHAW
BENJAMIN MOORE

Mrs Booth matt  

emulsion, £38 for  

2.5L, Fired Earth

Sweet Dreams matt 

emulsion, £13.94 for  

2.5L, Colours at B&Q

RICH MIX
Be adventurous and combine matt and metallic finishes

Flamboyant combinations are 
becoming popular and Sweet 
Dreams (above) is a versatile 
colour that complements 
brighter tones. It looks great 
teamed with metallic accents 
and robust materials such as 
concrete used for accessories.
JEMMA CHALMERS 
B&Q

Inspired by the colour of a 
statue of Turner’s mistress, 
Mrs Booth is an energetic teal, 
reminiscent of the ocean and 
sunny days at the seaside. It’s 
best added sparingly – but is 
so versatile you’ll find yourself 
using it throughout the home.
ROB WHITAKER
FIRED EARTH

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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Tweety low sheen 

emulsion, £42 for  

2.5L, Konig Colours

SUNNY FAVOURITES
Team yellow and grey for a contemporary look

Tibetan Gold (above) is a  
rich egg yolk yellow that will 
add positivity to a room. It’s a 
fantastic choice for a window 
surround where it will reflect 
and intensify the light. Deep 
greys have a calming influence 
and allow it to take centre stage.
JUDY SMITH  
CROWN PAINTS

Bold but soft, Tweety is a happy, 
sunshine yellow that’s not too 
zingy. Ideal for brightening up 
north-facing rooms, it will glow 
at night under lamp light, and 
be bright and purposeful in the 
day. A great complement to a 
modern grey and white scheme.
VANESSA GALLOWAY  
KONIG COLOURS 

Tibetan Gold gloss,  

£18.47 for 2.5L, Crown 

Paints at Homebase

A SENSE  
OF DRAMA

Colour highlighting is an easy 
way to bring a room to life. It’s 

quick and you don’t have  
to spend a fortune as just one  
pot of paint can completely  
transform a skirting, door  

or window surround.

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE FIND MORE COLOUR INSPIRATION AT housebeautiful.co.uk

COLOUR CLASH
Go all out with shades that sing

Blamanche Alterior  

matt, £36.50 for 2.5L,  

Eico Paints

Flame Frenzy 5 matt 

emulsion, £24.49 for  

2.5L, Dulux

Flame Frenzy (above) is a 
warm orange with slightly 
peachy tones. It’s a real 
statement shade so rather  
than allowing it to overwhelm  
a scheme, use it sparingly to 
create visual layers and accent 
your room’s best feature.
MARIANNA SHILLINGFORD 
DULUX

Warm, welcoming and 
fun Blamanche is inspired 
by children’s party food. 
Experiment with it and cheer 
up a room by teaming it with 
other brights, or use it to 
highlight a piece of furniture  
or architectural detail.
RISHI SUBEATHER
EICO PAINTS





ON THE SHELF
Innovative shelving will take care of your belongings  

and update the look of your room 

COOL COLLECTION 
Functional and flexible, this range of 

Scandi-style shelving can be added to 

with extra doors, glass fronts, low units 

or even a desk extension. Copenhagen 

wall system in White, Ash Grey and 

oak veneer (H227.5cm x W222.5cm 

x D39cm), £4,439, BoConcept

S T O R A G E  U P D A T E



1 CLOSE FIT
Finished in a neutral shade, this smart  

mix of fitted wardrobes and open shelving 

hugs the awkward sloping angle to create 

maximum storage. The range, available in 

five colours, also includes home office 

furniture. Harpsden wardrobes, from 

£3,000, Hammonds

2 CUBE ROOTS
Play around with the shapes, sizes and 

colours of this cube system to get the look 

that’s right for your room. Form Konnect 

Grey Oak Effect three-cube shelving 

units (H35.2cm x W103.2cm x D31.7cm), 

£20 each; white internal cube divider, 

£7; pack of three Form White Cube 

shelves, largest (H30.1cm x W60.1cm  

x D12.1cm), £27; all B&Q

3 INDUSTRIAL CHIC
If you want a rustic look, this unit made 

from reclaimed fir on a hand-welded metal 

frame, could be just the thing. Two pairs of 

bookends are included (not shown). High 

Five shelving unit (H180cm x W90cm x 

D32cm), £495, Loaf

4 PERFECTLY PLANNED
Working from home is a pleasure with this 

extensive built-in desk and shelving range 

designed to blend seamlessly with your room. 

Roma Grey home office and living space 

concept, from £3,000, Neville Johnson

(From top) Turn a bathroom into a 

clutter-free zone with this bamboo and 

white furniture. Three-tier unit (H87cm 

x W37cm x D37cm), £60, BHS 

Zoning areas of your room is easy and 

effective with a room-divider shelving 

unit that lets the light flood through.  

Kallax shelving unit (H147cm x 

W147cm x D39cm), £75, Ikea

Create your own look with separate 

base and top units. Wall storage 

(H150cm x W140cm x D42cm),  

£791, The Dormy House

1

3 4

2

FLEXIBLE  
SHELVING

Take control of clutter with  
these clever pieces
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HB PR JECT

GARDEN

Planning, planting and inspiring ideas for flowers,  
shrubs, fruit, vegetables and more…
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MONTH-BY-MONTH ADVICE FROM HOUSE BEAUTIFUL’S 
GARDENING EXPERT CAROLINE TILSTON



JAN/FEB
Frost-dusted winter 

gardens have their 

own stark beauty

Shrubs 

It’s time to prune deciduous 
shrubs and fruit trees, before the 
sap starts to rise and the buds 
break. Cut out anything that’s 
dead, diseased or damaged.   
Also look at the shape of trees 
and shrubs – rounded is usually 
best, with no crossing branches. 
However if you’re dealing with  
a large tree it’s probably better  
to leave it to a tree surgeon. 

Perennials

If you want to grow something 
a bit diferent, think about 
planting seeds, as it gives you 
an enormous range of options.   

Fruit and vegetables

The vegetable garden is all 
about preparation at this time 
of year, but there are a few 
things you can start to sow.  

Digging is the thing to do now. 
Leave the soil in rough chunks 
and it will be broken down by 
the weather in time for sowing. 

Potatoes, onion sets and 
shallots can be planted in a  
few weeks so it’s a good idea  
to order them now. 

Cut back autumn-fruiting 
raspberries. These flower and 
fruit on this year’s growth, so  
if you cut back the old stems, 
you’ll encourage new growth 
and get a better crop. 

Sow early crops of hardy 
broad beans outdoors.

If you don’t have much space, 
investigate dwarf vegetables.

Keep going with successional 
sowings of hardy broad beans.

If you have room under cover, 
you can sow tender vegetables 
such as tomatoes, chillies, 
peppers and cucumbers.

 You can also start on some of 
the more hardy vegetables that 
just need a bit of protection, 
such as broad beans, beetroot, 
carrots and early peas. 

Hedges 

This is a good month to plant 
hedges. It’s worth looking out 

It might be cold but the garden is starting to  
come alive, so get digging, feeding, mulching  
and pruning in preparation for the year ahead

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 

…get ready to feed your plants. They’re  
about to have a huge growth surge and  
it would really help them get of to a good 
start. If you have time, dig in well-rotted 
organic matter but, for a quick fix, sprinkle  
a balanced fertiliser onto the soil.

for bare-root plants as they’re 
cheaper than pot-grown ones. 
They’re dug up from the field 
and posted directly to you so 
they miss out on all the costs  
of watering and re-potting that 
bump up the price of container-
grown plants. The availability  
of bare-root plants depends  
on the weather but they should  
be around until the end of 
February and into March.  

Roses 
If you didn’t do it in autumn, 
this is the time to prune roses 
and other summer-flowering 
shrubs such as late clematis and 
buddleias. This pruning is for 
flowers and there’s a simple way 
to approach it; every time you 
make a cut, and always cut just 
above a bud, imagine a new 
stem coming from that bud with 
a season’s growth with a flower 
on the end of it. So if you want 
your flowers dotted around the 
plant, prune as far down to  
the ground as you can get. 

Hellebores

Available in a range of colours, 

hellebores are welcome in  

the darkest part of the year. 

They also work perfectly in 

containers and can be moved 

to the front of the border for 

winter. Helleborus niger 

(above) is also known as the 

Christmas rose and flowers 

from late winter to spring. 

Helleborus niger, £6.99, 

Van Meuwen 
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MARCH
Perennials and bulbs 

If you haven’t cleared away  
the dead stems from last year’s 
perennials, now’s the last 
chance to do it before the new 
growth comes through and 
makes it really tricky to see 
what’s what. Get to grips with 
plants such as echinacea and 
rudbeckias and cut them  
back as close as you can  
to the ground. 

Also, keep an eye out for 
plants that you can divide. Look 
for any congested clumps of 
perennials such as persicaria, 
geraniums, daylily and iris – in 
fact, pretty much anything with 
lots of stems. Dividing a plant 
will keep it healthy and enable 
you to double your stock! 

Fruit and vegetables

Sow lettuces, tomatoes, salads 
and cauliflowers under cover.

Outside, you can sow peas, 
carrots, beetroot, summer  
and autumn cabbages, herbs, 
leeks, spinach, turnips, spring 
onions, broad beans, Brussels 
sprouts and parsnips. 

This is also a good time  
to start planting out early 
potatoes, onions, garlic and 
shallots. Permanent crops, such 
as asparagus and strawberries,  
can also be planted now.

Roses 
March is the latest you should 
plant bare-root roses. These are 
usually purchased by mail  
order and arrive, as the name 
suggests, not in a container  

As the weather warms up and  
the days get longer, the focus  
is on planting and sowing

but with their roots exposed,  
so it’s very important to get  
the plants into the ground as 
soon as possible. 

Roses appreciate well-drained, 
rich earth, so pile in plenty of 
well-rotted manure or other soil 
improver before you plant. 

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 
…plant summer bulbs such as gladioli, crocosmia, 
lilies and agapanthus outside. You can pretty 
much forget about them once they’re in and 
they’ll be a wonderful surprise when August 
comes. Or put some dahlias in pots under cover 
where they can start to grow. They can then be 
planted out once the danger of frosts has passed. 

Magnolia ‘Black Tulip’
The stunning flowers of Magnolia ‘Black Tulip’ are as big as your 

hand and a gorgeous dark purple, which looks great against the 

zingy greens of euphorbias and the reds of early tulips. It’s best 

sited in a sheltered spot and although it can get to eight metres 

tall, it’s slow-growing and can be pruned for a small garden. 

Magnolia ‘Black Tulip’, £49.99 for a 2L pot, Crocus

PLANT
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Barrel planter,  

from £14.99; 

watering  

can, £10.49; 

accessories,  

from a selection; 

all Dobbies
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APRIL

Shrubs 

Some people say it’s best 
to cut lavender back in 
autumn but April is a 
better option, especially  
if you live in a frost-prone 
area. If you prune in 
autumn, all the new cuts 
you make will be exposed 
and open to infection 
through winter, but prune 
now and the plant can 
start growing quickly. Just 
turn a blind eye to the 
dead stems during the 
winter months. Lavenders 

Things are really hotting up in the 
garden, with sowing, planting and 
weeding all well under way

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 
…grab your hoe and get stuck into a little  
light weeding. It’s not perhaps the most 
exciting part of gardening but if you catch  
the weeds before they have a chance to  
flower and set seed it will save you a lot of  
time and pay dividends later in the year. 

are notorious for getting 
straggly and leggy and the best 
way to avoid that is to give them  
a really hard prune. Look for  
the lowest little bud on each 
stem that’s about to sprout  
and cut just above it. 

Perennials 
Direct sow annuals such  
as nigella, cosmos and 
Californian poppies in any gaps 
you have in the beds. These are 
the ‘throw and sow’ seeds and 
couldn’t be easier. Just ensure 
that as far as possible the 
ground is clear of weeds, 

A swathe of white, 

orange and yellow 

spring bulbs

Tulipa ‘Jan Reus’
April is in the middle of the tulip 

season. One of the best is  

the deep crimson Tulipa ‘Jan 

Reus’. Like the rich purple of 

the magnolia recommended 

for March, this intense colour 

will work brilliantly with so 

many of the others – orange, 

lime, red and cream – in the 

garden in spring. Tulipa ‘Jan 

Reus’, 15 bulbs, £6.50; 30 

bulbs, £12.95; Sarah Raven

well-fed and raked, and then 
sprinkle the seeds on the 
surface. They should germinate 
in a matter of days.

Fruit and vegetables

This is the month to start of 
most sowings – broad beans, 
beetroot, Brussels sprouts, 
broccoli, cabbages, carrots, 
leeks, parsnip, peas and 
spinach. Also plant out seed 
potatoes and raspberry  
and blackberry canes.

There’s still time to put 
strawberries and asparagus into 
permanent beds. Now is also 
the ideal month to plant globe 
and Jerusalem artichokes.

Under cover, keep sowing  
any tender vegetables you want 
to grow, such as aubergines, 
sweetcorn and melons.

Don’t forget to put in a  
few sunflower seeds. They’ll 
brighten up the patch and  
can fit in the smallest space. 

The Posh Shed 

Company bird box, 

£35, perches above 

a sea of lavender 
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A mix of purple and 

white alliums, irises 

and Mathiasella 

bupleuroides  

‘Green Dream’ 

creates a gorgeous 

spring display

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 

…gather the equipment you’ll need for watering. Even if we have 
a wet summer get water butts in place. Also consider installing 
an afordable automated watering system such as those made by 
Gardena or Hozelock, which will make watering more eicient. 

Shrubs

Once spring-flowering shrubs 
such as Japanese quince, 
choisya and ribes have flowered 
you can cut them back. When 
frosts have passed, prune  
tender penstemon, caryopteris 
and fuchsia. Prune congested 
Clematis montana after 
blooming and tie in summer-
flowering clematis regularly.

Perennials and bulbs 
May is the time to get going 
with perennials as the ground is 
warm and they’ll start growing 
more quickly. Only plant out the 
ones that can stand a little frost,  
but if your garden is generally 
frost-free, tender plants such as 
dahlias can be put out too.

Keep mulching before the 
plants grow too much and you  
can still get in between them 
and see what you’re doing. 

Spring bulbs have stopped 
blooming and will be looking  
a bit ropey now but try to leave 
the foliage in place as these 
leaves will make the food the 
bulb needs to produce flowers 
next year. It’s fine to cut of the 
flower heads and that should 
help them look a little better. 
Once the leaves have turned 
yellow they won’t be producing 
food any longer so they can  
be cut down.

Stay on top of the weeds  
if you can. A quick hoe once a 
week will keep them at bay and 
will mean they don’t compete 
for water, light or nutrients with 
the plants you want to grow. 

Buy extra plants if you  
need an easy fix. Little plugs  
of sweet peas are handy for  
slotting into any spot where 
they’ll have something to climb 
up, and will give enormous  
joy as the year goes on.

It’s a good idea to get ahead  
of the game by putting in 
supports. Once plants have got 

MAY This is the busiest month, with plenty  

to do and lots to enjoy – just watch out  

for any unexpected late frosts
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A Japanese cherry tree 

laden with pink blossom 

that echoes the beautiful 

colour of the Tulipa 

‘Angelique’ naturalised  

in the grass beneath it
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Ceanothus ‘Concha’ 

These evergreen shrubs have intense blue and purple blooms 

and the May-flowering ones are particularly vibrant. Ceanothus 

‘Concha’ is, perhaps, the best of all with its amazing flowers 

that almost cover the shrub. The common name for these 

plants is Californian lilac, which gives a hint as to their only 

downside – the fact that they’re slightly tender – so tuck them 

into a south-facing spot, sheltered from the worst of the 

weather. Ceanothus ‘Concha’, £14.99 for a 2L pot, Crocus

going it’s really diicult to try  
to prop them up and they may 
already be damaged. Look at 
putting in canes or pea sticks 
next to sweet peas, climbing 
roses, runner beans and peas, 
and tie the plants in to them  
as necessary. 

Fruit and vegetables

When sowing seeds, don’t use 
them all at once. It’s easy to tip 
out the entire contents of the 
packet, but it’s a better idea  
to plant just a few at a time. 

Successional planting – or 
following one crop with another 
– is key, especially at this time  
of year. Sow a few seeds of  
each crop every week or even 
every fortnight.  

Make sure they’re kept 
watered; tiny seedlings can wilt 
and die in a matter of hours on  
a hot day. Watch the weather 
and be prepared to water in 
both the morning and evening  
if you’re able to.

Sow these crops a few at a 
time: beetroot, purple sprouting 
broccoli, broad beans, carrots, 
lettuces, spinach, salad leaves, 
leeks, chard, seed potatoes and 
salad crops. 

Once the risk of frost has 
passed, put outside tomatoes 
that have been sown under  
cover. Also plant outdoors 
strawberries and any hardy 
vegetables, such as beetroot, that 
have been sown under cover.

It’s time to earth up potatoes 
when the shoots are about  
20cm tall. Draw up the soil 
surrounding the plant and pile  
it over the top. Do it again about 
a month later. This will prevent 

sunlight, which would turn 
them green and inedible, 
getting to the potatoes.  

There are lots of vegetable 
plug plants available if you 
haven’t had time to sow your 
own. With these you miss out  
all the fiddly bit of sowing and 
trying to keep the delicate 
seedlings alive and, as they  
tend to come in packs of six  
or so, you avoid having huge 
numbers of plants to look after 
and find space for. 

Plugs are especially useful for 
tender plants such as sweetcorn 
and chillies, which need to be 
sown under cover. If you don’t 
have much room, they’re perfect 
to put into containers outside 
once all risk of frost has passed.
 Pests and diseases 
This is the month slugs and 
snails will really start feasting 
on all the new growth your 
plants are producing. There are 
many ways to get rid of them 
but probably the most efective 
is the old-fashioned beer trap. 
Just sink a plastic cup half-filled 
with beer into the ground to lure 
the slugs to a boozy end. 

Also worth a try are copper 
rings, which are efective in 
protecting particularly 
vulnerable plants such as 
hostas. And if all else fails, 
chemical pellets are available; 
they do a good job but can 
endanger wildlife. 

Watch out for airborne pests 
such as greenfly that love all the 
new growth and will suck the 
life out of it if given the chance. 
They’re flying at this time of 
year, looking for a spot where 

PLANT
OF THE 
MONTH

Hanging baskets add 

colour. Find a good 

selection at Dobbies

Plant leek seedlings in 

a sunny sheltered spot

Keep plants from 

sprawling with a steel 

border restraint, £25, 

Harrod Horticultural

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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‘Fill gaps in your borders with 
bedding plants. These only grow 

and flower once, giving you 
freedom to change your display 

every year.’ David Domoney 
A stepped lawn is  

edged with a border 

filled with purple and 

white flowers backed  

by a hornbeam screen
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make sure any seed mix you  
get is right for your soil and 
conditions – usually they’re 
mixtures of less vigorous 
grasses and lovely wild flowers 
such as poppies, vetch, daisies 
and yellow rattle. 

You don’t need a huge garden 
to do this, just a few square 
metres, and you may even want 
to turn over all your lawn to  
wild flowers. It’s much better for 
wildlife and is also quite low 
maintenance. Leave the meadow 
to flower and seed, then cut  
back in late summer. 

Roses 

To get ahead of the pests, try  
and spray roses fortnightly with 
a fungicide to prevent black spot 
and keep an eye out for greenfly. 

Bedding plants 

Once the risk of frost has passed, 
plant up and put out summer 
bedding. There is such a huge 
variety of plug plants available 
it’s not easy to know where to 
start, but the easiest to look after 
are tender geraniums, also called 
pelargoniums. They come in 
either trailing or upright 
varieties and will withstand a 
certain degree of neglect, which 
plants like lobelia just won’t take. 

If you’re putting bedding 
plants or hanging baskets in the 
shade, impatiens (busy lizzies) 
are perfect, especially the white 
flowered ones, as they lighten  
up and thrive in darker corners.

Finally, use this month to 
experiment. As bedding plants 
grow quickly and are temporary, 
you’ll soon discover what works 
and what doesn’t, and any 
mistakes won’t last for too long. 

they can raise their enormous 
families. The generations that 
come later in the year don’t have 
wings so it’s important to try to 
catch flying insects now. They 
cluster on the plant; when you 
see them, spray with diluted 
washing-up liquid, or try one  
of the sprays on the market. 

Lawn 

The grass will shoot up in May 
so get mowing now and do it 
every week if possible. If you 
get caught out and discover a 
jungle where the lawn used to 
be, raise the height of the cut 
on the lawnmower as far as 
possible – ideally you shouldn’t 
cut more than a third of the 
grass blade at once. Then with 
the following cuts, gradually 
bring it down to normal.  

Many robotic lawnmowers 
are available now from 
companies including Flymo, 
and Bosch. They’re safe to use 
and help in keeping the lawn 
looking good. May is also the 
month to weed and apply feed 
to the lawn. As it’s growing so 
well, the grass should fill the 
gaps left by any weeds that are 
killed of. Choose a dry day and 
follow the packet instructions 
when applying chemicals. 

Annuals 
Direct sow hardy annuals such 
as nasturtiums, poppies, nigella 
and cosmos. They can either  
be mixed up together or sown 
in drifts, or they can be planted 
in pots for use in windowboxes 
or hanging baskets. 

Wild flowers 
This is a good time to sow a wild 
flower patch or meadow. Just 

Aubrieta grows 

in the cracks 

between bricks. 

Once it’s 

flowered, cut  

it back hard

Soft purple scabious 

and easy-to-grow 

nasturtium are a 

lovely combination

The 48cm Super Recycler 

mower is light to use 

and chops grass cuttings 

to mulch, £589, Toro
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JUNE Midsummer sees the garden at the peak of its 
glory, with roses looking particularly beautiful. 
There’s still time for a last big push to sow annuals

A summer border  

with a beautiful mix, 

including geraniums, 

achillea, salvia and 

Dictamnus albus
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such as hardy geraniums and 
alchemilla, can be cut back very 
hard. They will regrow, look a lot 
better, and may even re-flower. 

If you’re planting perennials, 
make sure the plant and the 
ground are both well watered 
before they go in. Water again 
afterwards and keep an eye on 
them for signs of stress. At this 
time of year, and if the sun is out, 
it would be diicult to overwater. 

Plant summer bedding if you 
haven’t already, and keep sowing 
annuals in situ if needed.  

Cuttings

This is the time of year to take 
semi-ripe cuttings. These are 
created using this year’s growth 
while the stem is still a bit soft, 
and the technique is ideal for 
plants such as lavender, box, 
passion flower and heather. 

Take a non-flowering shoot 
and trim of about 10cm, cutting 
just below a leaf node. Remove 
the lower leaves and place the 
cut end in a container with 
cutting compost. Then wait to 
see if it will root and take up 
water before all of its water is 
lost through the leaves. 

There’s more chance of 
success if you keep everything 
moist, so slip a plastic bag over 
the top of the container and put 
it in a sunny spot to keep a good 
sauna-like atmosphere inside.  

Shrubs 

If you haven’t cut back your  
box bushes or hedges already, 
Derby Day, on 4 June, is 
traditionally the last chance  
to do so. Topiary shapes can be 
tricky to cut well at first, but with 
practice – and special topiary 
shears – you’ll find it gets easier.  
If you’re not sure about getting 
a decent shape it’s possible to 
buy frames; you simply place 
them over the plant and cut 
what comes through the frame. 

Perennials and bulbs 
Deadheading is a bit of a chore 
but it’s essential to keep plants 
such as roses, cosmos, tender 
geraniums, knautias and sweet 
peas flowering. If you leave the 
flowers to set seed, the plant 
will think the season is over 
and stop producing more, but 
if you cut them of it’s likely to 
keep flowering. 

Spring bulbs such as 
snowdrops and bluebells, 
which tend to clump, can be 
divided now once their leaves 
start to go yellow. Dig up the 
bulbs, divide them carefully 
either into individual bulbs  
or small batches and plant 
them again, giving them more 
space to grow. They will put  
on a much better display if  
they have a bit more room.

Early-flowering perennials, 

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 

…this is the last chance to grow flowers from seed.  
And though it’s late in the season, it can be a  
surprisingly good time to get reliable results.  

Lettuce ‘Green Frills’, 

peas, kale ‘Nero di 

Toscana’ and salad 

leaves in raised beds

Gorgeously scented 

sweet peas Lathyrus 

odoratus scramble 

up a wicker support

Geranium ‘Rozanne’ ‘Boskoop Giant’ blackcurrant

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E
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Rosa ‘Madame Alfred Carrière’
This climber, an old favourite, is yet to be beaten. Its romantic 

double white flowers are beautifully scented and it can be trained 

through a tree, over an arch or up a wall. Rosa ‘Madame  

Alfred Carrière’, £20.50 for a pot, David Austin Roses

Fruit and vegetables

Continue planting salad crops 
in succession.

Cover fruit trees, gooseberries 
and currant bushes with nets.  

Sow runner beans and 
French beans in lines or with  
a wigwam of bamboo canes. 
An old trick is to line a trench 
with newspapers before 
putting back the last of the soil 
so the water stays in place. Be 
especially vigilant about 
watering during dry spells  
as beans really like to have 
their feet damp at all times. 

Don’t forget pumpkins and 
squashes – sow now and they’ll  
be ready for Halloween.

Plant out late seed potatoes; 
chitting – leaving them in a 
warm, dark place to sprout – isn’t 
needed at this time of year.

Plant out tender plants such 
as courgettes, squash, tomatoes 
and sweetcorn, now that risk  
of frost has passed.

Sink a long cane into the 
ground alongside tomatoes 
and water well; regular watering 
is key with tomatoes. 

Don’t forget the second 
earthing up of potatoes to keep 
the light away from the tubers. 

Watch out for really hot days, 
which can dry out young plants. 
If the temperature goes up, try 
to water twice a day. 

Harvest/enjoy 
Strawberries should be ready  
to pick – make sure there’s 
straw under the plants to keep 
the fruit of the soil and look out 
for runners. If you peg them 
down, they’ll root and will soon 

be ready to repot and make new 
plants. Check for grey mould, 
especially in wet weather and  
remove any fruit that have it. 
Don’t compost them or the 
mould will get into your heap. 

When the flowers of potato 
plants go over it’s time to start 
digging up the tubers. There’s 
no need to dig them up at once, 
just take them as you need. 

In early June, try making 
elderflower cordial. It’s easy and 
has a lovely summery taste. 

Lawn 
Have you ever walked around  
a National Trust garden and 
wondered why the lawn looks 
so good? Well, one of the 
secrets is to mow pretty much 
every day. Keeping the lawn so 
well trimmed stops the weeds 
and encourages the grass to 
grow thickly. Daily mowing is 
probably too much for most  
of us, but weekly should be 
possible, and it will help the 
lawn look healthy and lush.

As summer goes on, the lawn 
may become very dry. In this 
case, raise the height of the cut 
for a while. This will be less 
stressful for the grass and it  
will withstand drought better. 

If the grass is starting to  
look less fresh even though it’s 
being well-watered, it may need 
a summer lawn fertiliser. This 
feed has a lot of nitrogen, which 
will encourage top growth, and 
midsummer is the perfect time 
to apply it. Follow instructions 
on the packet and remember  
to water it in well after the 
application if it doesn’t rain.

PLANT
OF THE 
MONTH

Jewel-like  

strawberries 

overhang the side  

of a raised bed

A well-ordered veg 

patch with onions 

in the foreground 

and canes for beans 

to grow up 
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Spikes of blue, 

white and purple 

delphiniums add 

height to borders

Shrubs 

Prune early summer-flowering 
shrubs such as philadelphus, 
ribes and weigela after they’ve 
blossomed, so they can put on 
new growth this year that will 
hold the flowers next summer. 
As well as cutting back for 
shape, look for any damaged or 
dead shoots and cut them out. 

Perennials 
Keep up with deadheading 
bedding plants, sweet peas and 
roses. The flowers on dahlias 
will need to be cut of once 
they’ve started to fade. 

Many of the traditional 
English cottage perennials such 
as lupins, delphiniums and 
geraniums are starting to look 
past their best now so cut them 
right back down and they’ll 
resprout. They may not flower 
again but they’ll look a lot better. 

It’s the last chance to sow  
any annuals such as cosmos  
or nigella in the flower beds.  

Fruit and vegetables

Water and feed everything 
regularly, especially tomatoes, to 
avoid problems. Also tie them in 
to their canes and pinch out the 
side shoots if necessary. 

The last sowing of French 
beans and carrots can be  
done now. Transplant purple 
sprouting broccoli and winter 
leeks to their final position,  
or buy them as plugs from a 
garden centre or nursery.

Keep sowing seeds for  
salads, a few at a time, as well  
as autumn crop peas, turnips 
and spring cabbages. 

Keep an eye on apples and 
plums to make sure there are 
not too many on each stem and 
thin out if necessary – just three 
or four is enough.

There should still be some 
strawberries ripening. Check 
there is enough straw under  
the plants to keep fruit of the 

JULY This is one of the most productive  
months in the garden, but there’s still  
time to plant and plenty to enjoy

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING…

…go into borders, lift leaves and have a look around. Often it’s not  
a good idea to go looking for problems, but in the garden it pays  
to have a rummage, as the fresh growth of the past months can hide 
and feed pests, and weeds can grow unseen under it.
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Harvesting peas

Roses are the 

epitome of summer 

but check for pests 

and diseases in July

Early plums will start 

to ripen this month

Pick courgettes before 

they get too big

Agapanthus 
‘Northern Star’ 
Agapanthus look exotic 

with their white and 

blue blooms, but are 

surprisingly easy to  

grow. They like being 

confined within pots  

and love the sun, but 

some are tender so the 

containers may need  

to be brought in over 

winter. There are some 

hardy varieties and 

Agapanthus ‘Northern 

Star’ with lovely dark 

blue/purple flowers is a 

favourite. Agapanthus 

‘Northern Star’, £7.99 

for a 9cm pot, Crocus

soil. If you’ve been pegging 
down the strawberry runners,  
by now they should have 
formed enough roots to enable 
you to transplant them, either to 
pots to keep safe until they can 
be put in the ground, or straight 
into a new strawberry bed. 

Harvest 
Strawberries and other soft  
fruit should be ripe and ready  
to collect now. 

Pick and freeze or dry herbs 
so they can be used later. 

Harvest courgettes before 
they get too big and keep 
digging up potatoes as and 
when you need them.

A lot of the earlier-sown 
vegetables will be ready in July, 
for instance peas and broad 
beans, French and runner 
beans, globe artichokes, carrots 
and beetroot.

Keep an eye on fruit;  
cherries, peaches, gooseberries, 
raspberries and early plums are 
really starting to ripen.

Watering 
This is something that’s easy  
to do, but easy to get wrong,  
and often the main problem is 
underwatering. If you spray an 
area of planting for one minute 
and move on, the water is 
unlikely to have gone deeper 
than a few millimetres into the 
soil, so won’t have penetrated 
anywhere near the roots. 

You need to water like a rain 
cloud. One way to test this is  
to put a jam jar in among the 
plants you’re watering and stop 
when there’s about 2cm of water 
in the jar. That’s likely to take 
about 10-20 minutes on each 
area, which is understandably 
daunting. It’s one of the reasons 
why leaky hose systems, which 

deliver water to the soil via a 
porous hose and operate at the 
turn of a tap, are so appealing. 

It’s a good time to get rid  
of strongly growing perennial 
weeds such as ground elder  
and bindweed. Use a systemic 
weedkiller such as glyphosate 
that will enter the weed through 
its leaves and should kill it of. 

Bulbs 

There’s still time to plant 
summer bulbs for very late 
flowers. Try gladioli with deep 
colours including dark purple 
Gladiolus ‘Espresso’ or the 
beautiful Gladiolus communis 
subsp. byzantinus with its 
magenta flowers. 

And this month is the perfect 
time to plant bulbs that will 
bring colour in autumn; for 
instance colchicum, sternbergia, 
amaryllis and nerine will flower 
in September and October.  
The nerines are particularly 
welcome as they have all the 
head-turning joie de vivre of the 
early summer blooms with their 
blasts of pink and white and can 
make a real diference to the 
garden as winter draws in.

Roses 
July in rose-growing circles is 
known as the month for black 
spot. If you find it, remove the 
afected leaves and spray the 
plant with fungicide. The same 
goes for another fungus, 
mildew, which can also become 
a problem in July if the roses are 
stressed by having too much or 
too little water. Try to spray the 
fungicide early in the morning 
so you don’t afect any bees that 
might be buzzing around the 
plant. Finally don’t forget to 
deadhead the roses to keep 
them flowering. 

PLANT
OF THE 
MONTH

H B  P R O J E C T  G A R D E N
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J U L Y

‘Deadheading bedding plants and 
border perennials is important to 
keep your displays looking fresh 

and tidy. Get more flowers in 
borders, containers and hanging 
baskets by adding a liquid feed 

once a week.’ David Domoney

Lawn 

Keep mowing the lawn if it’s not 
parched and, if it’s looking tired, 
July is the last opportunity to 
apply a summer fertiliser. 

If it’s dry you may need to water 
your lawn. Use a specialist lawn 
weedkiller if necessary. 

Hedges

If you have a conifer hedge, 
especially a leylandii one, keep a 
close eye on it at this time of year 
for cypress aphids. It’s diicult to 
see the aphids themselves so look 
for brown patches in the hedge and 
a black sooty mould along the stem. 
If you find it, the best thing to do is 
prune out any brown shoots and 
spray afected areas with pesticide. 
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Shrubs 

Prune summer-flowering  
shrubs such as buddleia, 
fuchsia, caryopteris and 
wisteria as soon as they’ve 
finished blooming. This means 
there will be plenty of time for 
new growth that will carry the 
flowers next year. When you’re 
pruning, give the plant a good 
shape and remove any diseased 
and damaged branches. 

Perennials 
Try to keep them looking fresh. 
The diference between a 
garden that’s watered and fed 
and one that isn’t is never more 
obvious than in August. 

Deadhead lilies, annuals, 
roses and dahlias to encourage 
further blooming. Many plants 
in the garden will produce more 
flowers if you deadhead, but 
even if they don’t, removing 
decaying stems will make the 
garden look better. Plants that 
don’t need deadheading tend  
to be the ones that have very 
small flowers, such as lobelia, 
oxalis and gaura. 

If you want to add to your 
garden at this time of year, visit 
your local garden centre and  
see which late-summer 
perennials are looking good. It’s 
fine to plant them now, as long as 
you can keep them well watered. 
They tend to be the ones with 
bright colours such as red hot 
pokers, rudbeckias and achilleas. 
These are coming into their own 
now and will continue through 
to autumn. If you’d prefer 
late-flowering plants in cooler 
colours, opt for white and pink 
Japanese anemones and gauras 
and purple Verbena bonariensis, 
Russian sage and nepeta.

Collecting seeds is easy and 
rewarding. It’s worth trying with 
any flowering plant and you  
can find details of how to treat 
specific seeds online or in books. 
Make sure the seed is ripe before 

Red hot pokers and 

scarlet Monarda 

 ‘Party Girl’ bring  

vibrant summer  

colour to the border  

AUGUST Water, harvest and deadhead 
to keep your garden blooming 
throughout this dry sunny month
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you gather it and do it on a dry 
day. Store in paper bags so any 
moisture can escape. Write the 
name of the seed and the date  
on the bag and then store in a 
cool, dry place. Some seeds may 
need to be kept very cold for a 
number of weeks so it’s worth 
putting these in the bottom of 
the fridge for winter.  

Fruit and vegetables

Keep watering and keep picking. 
Try to harvest courgettes 
regularly so they produce more 
flowers and fruits. 

Blackberries, raspberries, early 
apples and pears will all be ready 
now. If a gentle twist will remove 
them, then they’re ready to pick. 

Harvest sweetcorn as it 
becomes ripe – this is when the 
juices inside the corns are milky. 
If there’s no liquid, it’s too late. 

Tomatoes ought to be 
reddening up now and ripe  
for harvesting. 

Remember to swap, freeze 
and dry any fruit or vegetables 
that you have a glut of. 

Carrots and beetroot can be 
harvested as needed.

Lift and store potatoes. Dry 
onions, shallots and garlic when 
the leaves are yellow. Hang 
them or store in hessian sacks.

Keep picking beans or they’ll 
stop producing fruit.

It’s the last hurrah for sowing 
lettuce and other salad leaves, 
spinach, chard and beetroot, 

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 

…deadheading plants will ensure they remain 
productive and keep the garden looking beautiful 
through to autumn. Use secateurs and cut of the 
flower and its stalk to just above the next bud.

It’s possible to find a 

clematis in flower all 

through the year and 

the viticellas are the 

stars of late summer. 

They are tough plants, 

but their flowers are 

elegant and stunning. 

Clematis viticella 

‘Madame Julia 

Correvon’ (top), £9, 

from a selection at 

Taylors Clematis 

and don’t forget to make sure 
tomatoes are watered and fed. 

There’s still time to transplant 
the runners of strawberry 
plants, either into their new 
positions or into containers.

Plant Christmas potatoes 
now. These are tubers that have 
been cold stored by suppliers 
and if planted now should be 
ready in three months. Put 
some in over the next few 
weeks for Christmas lunch. The 
idea is that the tubers form 
before the first frosts. Once the 
tops have died down you can 
lift the potatoes, but leave it as 
long as possible so the flavour 
and texture isn’t compromised. 

Hedges 
If the weather isn’t too hot and 
dry it’s time to cut hedges of 
yew, beech and hornbeam. 
Many of the great gardens have 
miles and miles of hedges to  
cut – hopefully your task will  
be easier! However it’s worth 
thinking about cutting to a line, 
as the professionals do, if you 
want a really straight top to 
your hedge. Simply use long 

poles with lengths of string 
between them to mark the 
shape. Sometimes the hedge 
trimmer will cut into thin air  
or just catch thin growth, but 
where the hedge has grown 
strongly you may be cutting 
inches back. 

Indoor bulbs/plants 
Houseplants might like a trip 
outside at this time of year and 
you can use them to fill in any 
gaps left by early summer 
flowers that have gone over. 

Think about what to do if 
you’re going on holiday. What 
will happen to your grass while 
you’re away? Is there a danger 
you’ll come back to a meadow? 
If it’s possible, the easiest thing 
to do is to get someone to cut 
the lawn for you, and they may 
need to water it too if the 
weather is particularly hot. 

With other plants, a timed 
leaky hose system is the most 
eicient way to keep them 
watered. The best advice is to 
experiment in the weeks before 
you go so you can be sure you’re 
not over- or under-watering. 

PLANT
OF THE 
MONTH

Clematis 

viticella

Statuesque Lilium ‘Conca 

d’Or’ in front of conifer
Give raspberries a gentle 

twist to see if they’re ripe

Keep lawns well watered 

and deadhead plants
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Marrows hang from an 

arch ready for picking. 

Orange rudbeckias line 

the pathway

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 

…pick and dig up all the crops that  
are coming through. If you don’t  
eat it the slugs will!

SEPTEMBER There’s plenty of produce  

to enjoy and this is the month  

for lawn care
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areas that are bare or patchy. If 
you’ve got a lot of thatch in your 
lawn – old grass along the top  
of the soil – it might be a good 
idea to scarify the lawn. It’s  
hard work but not technically 
diicult. Just get a spring-tined 
rake and rake it out. It leaves  
the lawn in a bit of a mess in the 
short term but in time it will 
look healthier and greener. 

Another treatment that 
creates a short-term mess but 
has long-term benefits is 
aerating or spiking the lawn.  
If it’s prone to waterlogging or  
a lot of moss grows in it, it may 
be compacted. Spiking it with  
a garden fork will help to get 
water and air through the soil. 

Roses 

Have a go at taking rose 
cuttings – it isn’t as diicult or 
time-consuming as you might 
think. Look for long, healthy 
stems and cut of about 30cm 
just below a leaf node with  
a straight cut. 

Now take of the thorns and 
any leaves except one at the top. 
Plant a few of the cut stems 
around the edge of a pot filled 
with gritty compost. Water  
well and place outside to catch 
the rain. You may need to check 
on them a few times but they 
should root on their own over 
the winter and be ready  
to be planted individually  
next summer.  

Harvesting 
Dig up any remaining potatoes 
so they don’t get eaten by slugs. 
Leave the Christmas potatoes, 
which should still be forming. 

And swap, freeze, pickle or 
store any gluts of vegetables 
you may have.

Flowers

If you have a wildflower area, 
now is the time to cut it back. 
Use a strimmer and be sure to 
rake of the cuttings – the idea  
is to take the nutrients away  
so brutish weeds can’t thrive.  

Perennials

September and October are  
the perfect months to divide 
clumps of perennials. 

If you see any gaps, look in 
your local nursery for autumn-
flowering plants such as asters 
and rudbeckias, to give one last 
blast of colour before the frosts. 

It’s still worth deadheading 
dahlias, roses and even sweet 
peas to keep them flowering for 
another few weeks. 

Fruit and vegetables

When beans and peas have 
finished, cut of their tops but 
leave the roots as they will 
return nitrogen to the soil. 

Marrows and pumpkins 
should be picked but left in a 
sunny spot for a few days to 
harden up before being stored. 
Left out they may start to rot 
before Halloween. 

Bedding

Heartsease is the loveliest viola 
with a mix of yellow, white and 
purple in its delicate flowers. 
Have a go at sprinkling some 
seeds into trays and place on  
a sunny windowsill. You should  
get a crop of beautiful flowers 
that you can use for winter pots 
and hanging baskets. 

Lawn 
This is the time to sort out the 
lawn. Grass has an autumn 
growth spurt about now so any 
stress you put it under should 
grow out before winter sets  
in. Re-sow or lay new turf on 

Dahlias 

Dahlias are Marmite plants – you 

either love them or hate them. Big, 

bold and bright, they come into 

their own now, just as the garden 

needs a boost. There are endless 

sizes, shapes and colours but look 

out for Dahlia ‘Arabian Night’ (top)  

at its sultry, burgundy best now.  

Or try Dahlia ‘Happy Single First 

Love’ (bottom) for its simple apricot 

flowers and dark foliage.

Both are £6.50 (plus postage) for 

three tubers, from a selection at 

Rose Cottage Plants

PLANT
OF THE 
MONTH

Cure harvested pumpkins 

in a warm greenhouse or 

on a windowsill

Don’t let the slugs get 

the last of the potatoes

Orange and purple 

dahlias create a 

colourful display with 

Verbena bonariensis

Pansies and violas 

give months of colour
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Harvest pumpkins 

when their skins  

start to harden

Plant bulbs – outside for 
spring and inside in pots 
for winter colour OCTOBER

‘October is a good month for 
planting large trees and shrubs.  
It gives their roots time to get 

established before winter sets in.’ David Domoney
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Pick pears before they’re 

fully ripened or they’ll 

turn mushy on the tree 

Cabbages and 

cauliflowers can be 

harvested into winter

Perennials 
This is the time to order or buy 
your spring bulbs. Plant now  
and you’ll have flowers from 
February to May. The general 
rule is to plant at twice the depth 
of the height of the bulbs, so 
bigger bulbs go deeper into the 
soil, with the pointed end up. 
They can be planted together, 
but the order of flowering is:
January: winter aconites
February: snowdrops/crocuses
March: dafodils
April: tulips
May: alliums

Bulbs planted in the lawn can 
look pretty, but you won’t be able 
to mow until after the flowers are 
gone and the leaves yellowed. If 
you cut the leaves of too early, 
the bulb won’t be able to make 
the food it needs to store for 
growing next year. You could 
leave a swathe of lawn for bulbs 

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 

…cover anything that might be damaged by frost.  
Most herbaceous perennials will be wintering 
underground and can be protected with a layer of 
bark compost. Bring small succulents indoors and 
protect larger plants such as tree ferns where they 
stand by tying horticultural fleece around their tops. 

and keep the rest of the grass 
cut. Another solution is to turn 
your lawn into a wild flower 
meadow so the summer flowers 
take over from the bulbs and 
grow up around them. 

Lift tender summer bulbs 
such as gladioli and dahlias  
and store in a cool, dry place. 

 Traditionally this is the 
month to cut back perennials, 
but a new school of thought  
says leaving the dead stems is 
good for wildlife and may also 
provide protection for the roots. 
Traditionalists will claim the 
stems harbour pests and 
diseases. Horticulturally it 
makes little diference when 
they’re cut back as long as  
it’s done before new growth  
starts next spring. 

Fruit and vegetables

Garlic bulbs and onion sets 
should be planted now, and 

Gaura 

This is an amazing plant 

– it has a delicate filigree 

of flowers all the way 

through from May and 

will still be going strong 

until the first frosts.  

The more usual white 

variety is called Gaura 

lindheimeri ‘Whirling 

Butterflies’ (above), 

though there are pink 

ones available too. 

Gaura lindheimeri 

‘Whirling Butterflies’, 

£5.99 for a 9cm pot, 

Crocus

PLANT
OF THE 
MONTH

transplant spring cabbages  
to their final position.

Harvesting 

Dig up temporary summer 
crops – runner beans, root veg  
such as carrots and beetroot, 
and pumpkins and squashes.

Leave vegetables that can  
be harvested into autumn and 
winter, such as Brussels sprouts, 
cabbages and cauliflowers.

Pick the last of any summer 
crop fruits such as raspberries, 
apples and pears. 

Lawn 
Clear away the leaves as any  
left on the lawn will damage it.

Indoor bulbs

Experiment with bulbs in pots – 
try something unusual, or go for 
tried-and-tested crocuses, tulips 
and dafodils. These will flower 
indoors earlier than they would 
outside, so in January you’ll 
have your own preview of spring. 

Prepared bulbs – usually 
amaryllis and hyacinths – have 
been through a series of cold 
treatments to trigger the 
growing process and can be  
in flower for Christmas. When 
you plant them, remember they 
can get very top heavy so make 
sure the soil and pot are weighty 
enough. Finish of the top of the 
soil with a layer of grass or moss.
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NOVEMBER
A circular lawn is  

edged with sedum,  

stipa gigantea and a 

stunning liquidambar

Winter cabbages 

planted out in 

summer can be 

harvested from  

now until March

Perennials and bulbs 
Sweet peas can be sown outside 
but they do need some winter 
protection either under cloches 
or in a cold greenhouse. 

This is the absolute last 
chance to plant most spring 
bulbs but the best time to  
plant tulips. If there’s no room 
in the garden try putting some 
into containers. 

Fruit and vegetables

Plant out winter onion sets  
and garlic cloves.

Plant soft fruits such as 
raspberries and blackberries. 
If you have cloches you can 
sow broad beans and peas. 

Keep an eye on Brussels 
sprouts and cabbages, and  
if birds find them delicious,  
cover them with netting. 

Hardwood cuttings

Try taking hardwood cuttings 
of deciduous shrubs and fruit. 

Lawn

Crisp edges make a lawn seem 
tidier and fresher, even on dull 
winter days. When night-time 
temperatures fall to near 
freezing and below, the lawn 
will stop growing so it’s worth 
cutting the edges now as they 
should stay trim until the end 
of winter. 

Leaf mould

A very easy way to make leaf 
mould is to rake up damp 
leaves, put them in a bin bag 
with a few air holes and tie  
the top. By next autumn you 
should have magically 
produced crumbly leaf mould 
that can be used as a mulch. 

Bedding

Plant out winter bedding. 
Pansies and violas look 
delicate but polyanthus and 
primroses have the edge for 
presence. A new type of plant 
to watch out for is the double 
primrose. It’s available in many 
colours and is so beautiful it 
looks like winter roses. 

The garden starts to retreat but 
there’s time to experiment – take 
cuttings or plant up pots with bulbs

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 
…put prepared ‘Paper White’ dafodils – which 
means they’ve been specially treated to flower 
quickly – in a pot. Keep indoors and they should 
be flowering for Christmas. 

Liquidambar 
If you see a small rounded 

tree with amazing autumn 

colour of purples, reds and 

orange, it’s probably a 

liquidambar. Slow-growing 

with shiny bright green 

maple-like leaves in spring,  

it will eventually reach 25 

metres. Liquidambar 

styraciflua ‘Worplesdon’, 

£49.99 for a 5L pot, Crocus

PLANT
OF THE 
MONTH
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DECEMBER

A hornbeam arch 

frames a pathway

Sunflower seeds 

are perfect for birds

Perennials 
Containers that stay outdoors 
all winter need to be raised up 
with pot feet so they don’t get 
waterlogged.

It’s not too late to plant up a 
window box or hanging basket 
with winter bedding. 

Cut back ornamental grasses 
and bamboos if needed.

Order your seed catalogues; 
these are all available online, 
but it can be more fun to pore 
over a paper version. 

Fruit and vegetables

Leeks, Brussels sprouts and any 
Christmas potatoes should be 
ready to be dug up now. 

It’s a good time to prune 
apple and pear trees. The idea 
is to form an open, cup shape 

It’s a quiet month in the garden 
but on nicer days it’s worth 
getting out to repair and clear

IF YOU ONLY DO ONE THING… 
…hang out a bird feeder – somewhere you can 
see it but that the cats can’t get to. There are 
lots of diferent ways to help birds through 
winter but a feeder is easy and rewarding. It’s 
also one of the simplest methods of attracting 
a good variety of species. You’ll probably see 
sparrows, and maybe finches and blue tits too. 
The ones that come will depend on what food 
you put out – see labels of bird food for details.

In mild winters this lovely 

cherry blossom can flower 

continuously from December 

through to March and make 

you think spring is on its way. 

It’s really worth finding a 

space for it, even in a 

container, where it will be 

happy for several years. 

Pink-flushed Prunus  

× subhirtella ‘Autumnalis 

Rosea’, £74.99 for a  

10L pot, Crocus

PLANT
OF THE 
MONTH

with no crossing branches. 
There’s probably also a 

lot of cleaning up to do  
as well as sweeping away 
dead leaves.

Tidying up 
Now that a lot of the 
growth has died away, 
there’s an opportunity to 
take a good look at the 
hard landscaping in the 
garden – the fences, paths 
and seats – to make sure 
they’re all in good 
condition for next year. 

Patios and paths can  
be scrubbed with a stif 
broom or blasted with a 
pressure washer.  

Treat any wooden 
structures in the garden, 
such as sheds, fences, and 
trellis, with preservative. 

Clear out the garden 
shed and make sure it’s 
secure for winter.  

Lawn 
Stay of the lawn as much 
as possible, as frosty or 
waterlogged grass is easily 
damaged. If you have to go 
across it, try laying boards 
down temporarily. 

Indoor bulbs  

and plants 
Create indoor displays for 
winter tables. Brightly 
coloured stems and 
berries look beautiful and 
are a great substitute for 
cut flowers in winter.

Winter-flowering 
cherry
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Fabulous free*  fuchsias for you

Bring gorgeous colour to your garden with 

these nine free* fuchsias, which come with 

a 60-minute DVD packed with fuchsia-growing 

tips! These easy-to-grow, longlasting winter 

hardy bush plants are perfect for baskets and 

include three each of the following:

Delta’s Sarah This unique semi-double has 

purple-blue flowers from June to September.

Shrimp Cocktail Marbled hot pink petals  

fuse with a candy blush on this beautiful flower.

Dollar Princess Cerise, pink and purple double 

blooms on this long-flowering fuchsia create 

impact from June to November. 

Why not enjoy these other great offers?

FUCHSIA ‘BEAUTY QUEEN’

White petals make a dramatic contrast with 

brilliant pink sepals on ‘Beauty Queen’, which  is 

the largest flowering hardy fuchsia. Height and 

spread: 60cm. Supplied as postiplugs. Buy three 

for £9.99; nine for £14.99 (saving £14.98)

BEGONIA ‘APRICOT SHADES’

This begonia will billow out of your hanging 

baskets, patio pots or window boxes, giving 

month after month of radiant blooms come  

rain or shine. Trailing to 30cm. Supplied as 

jumbo plug plants. Buy five for £9.99;  

15 for £14.99 (saving £14.98)

DWARF VERBENA ‘LOLLIPOP’

Hardy dwarf verbena is perfectly proportioned  

for patio pots and the front of borders where it 

creates a delicate, airy effect. Supplied as jumbo 

plug plants. Height and spread: 60cm. Buy three 

for £9.99; six for £14.99 (saving £4.99)

*FOR JUST THE COST OF POSTAGE

Liven up your garden with nine easy-to-grow hardy plants

ORDER ONLINE at www.thompson-morgan.com/NM13 ORDER BY PHONE on 0844 573 1686  
(quote NM13). Minimum order is £10. ORDER BY POST Fill in the coupon below. Please send order  
and payment to: House Beautiful free hardy fuchsias, Dept NM13, PO Box 162, Ipswich IP8 3BX. 
PAYMENT If paying by cheque, please make payable to Thompson & Morgan and write your name and 
address on the back. Or you may complete your credit/debit card details. If in the event of unprecedented 
demand this offer is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable substitute varieties. Please note 
that your contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich IP8 3BU. 
TERMS & CONDITIONS Available on request. All offers are subject to availability. Calls cost 7p per minute 
plus your telephone provider’s access charge. Offer closes 7 May. Orders will be despatched from April 2016.

I enclose a cheque for £_______ made payable to Thompson & Morgan with my name and full  

address on the back. Or charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro:

Card number _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   Start date _ _  /  _ _  Expiry date  _ _  /  _ _   

CSC _ _ _  Maestro issue no _____  Signature ____________________________________ NM13

Price Qty Total

TCK47347 Fuchsia ‘Beauty Queen’ x 3 £9.99

TCK47348 Fuchsia ‘Beauty Queen’ x 9 £14.99

TCK13005 Begonia ‘Apricot Shades’ x 5 £9.99

TCK42127 Begonia ‘Apricot Shades’ x 15 £14.99

TCK47663 Verbena ‘Lollipop’ x 3 £9.99

TCK47664 Verbena ‘Lollipop’ x 6 £14.99

TCF62455 9 FREE* hardy fuchsias plus DVD 

(Worth £30.96) Only one application per reader

FREE 1 FREE

Total £

Title                Initial                   Surname                                                        _______________        

Address                                                                                                                                                               

Postcode                                                 Phone number                                                                                                 

Email                                                                                                                                                        

R E A D E R  O F F E R

Fuchsia  

‘Dollar Princess’
Fuchsia  

‘Shrimp Cocktail’

Fuchsia  

‘Delta’s Sarah’

WORTH  
£30.96

JUST SEND *£5.65 
FOR POSTAGE

£5.65*

Fuchsia ‘Beauty 

Queen’

Verbena 

bonariensis 

‘Lollipop’

Begonia ‘Apricot 

Shades’

Postage
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ROOFS
TRADE SECRETS… 

Essential yet often overlooked, your roof keeps 

your home watertight and is integral to its 

exterior style, say our experts

E X P E R T  A D V I C E



1 PLAN THE DESIGN
Roof design is about both shelter and 

appearance. The overall look – the angle,  

the way it meets the walls, the eaves, 

whether or not there’s an overhang –  

plus the roofing materials, flashings, 

chimneys, gutters and roof windows  

all affect how well it functions.

Your local planning office will expect  

the height of a new roof to be similar to the 

buildings around it. The materials need to 

blend in with location, local style and to 

match the roofs nearby if in a Conservation 

Area. Roof windows are usually allowed, 

although balconies are less likely to be 

approved, and neither can overlook 

neighbouring properties. Converting a  

loft space usually comes under permitted 

development but check with the council  

if you’re unsure. 

Roof design should reflect how the house 

relates to its location. For example, if there’s 

a stunning view, the roof should frame that 

view – a monopitch (single sloping roof) 

does this really well – or flat roofs can 

double up as a roof terrace. When buildings 

are extended the roof is sometimes the last 

design consideration and yet it can have the 

biggest impact. A rooflight can draw light 

into a staircase or allow a view of the sky 

from the bedroom or bathroom. 

Before you start the design process, 

create a moodboard of images showing 

roofs that you like. For example, in an 

extension you might want to match or 

contrast the new roof covering with your 

existing roof. Slate and clay tiles are the 

most common but it’s also possible to use 

sheet metal such aluminium, copper and 

zinc. If the appearance is more important 

than budget, a real zinc roof is hard to beat 

– it looks contemporary and engineered, 

flat, grey and matt and will weather 

beautifully over time.

Modern roofing materials such as single 

membrane products have had a huge 

impact on roof shape. They can be cut, 

welded and moulded to any shape such as 

asymmetrical dual-pitched, monopitch and 

curving hyperbolic roofs.

If a site has trees close by it may be best 

to avoid valley gutters – two dual pitch 

roofs that are joined by a gutter – as these 

will fill up with leaves and be awkward  

to clear. Roofs that abut a wall should 

always slope away from it. 

Above all, make the roof work hard  

for you; sometimes the best views are from 

the top of the house and locating windows 

carefully at this level could add to the 

enjoyment of living there.

MARK CAMILLIN, ARCHITECT,  

CDMS ARCHITECTS C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

2 CHOOSE THE RIGHT MATERIALS

Handmade slate 

Handmade clay

Handmade cedar 

Double Roman interlocking concrete

Multi-coloured fibre cement 

Machine-made concrete 

The average detached home needs  

about 8,000 roof tiles. They tend  

to be made from natural materials  

such as slate, clay and cedar shingle or 

manufactured materials such as concrete 

or cement fibre composite – a tile that 

looks natural but is lightweight. We  

stock around 14 tile styles in up to nine 

colourways each so there’s lots of choice.

Roof pitch is an important factor when 

selecting tiles because the wrong ones can 

cause drainage problems. Slate and clay 

tiles, which are hung so they overlap, 

usually need a roof pitch of 30 degrees. 

Some manmade tiles interlock and work 

well on a shallower pitch, with the bonus 

that you can use fewer. A steep roof,  

such as a monopitch, is highly visible so 

choose tiles that complement the design.

Handmade slate or clay tiles cost 

around £1,000 for 1,000 tiles and take 

longer to hang than machine-made. The 

work is done by a specialist heritage 

roofing contractor and this may be 

essential for planning consent. 

The term ‘handcrafted’ indicates the 

tile has been dealt with by hand at some 

point in the production process. 

Machine-made tiles are the most 

affordable option and concrete is the 

cheapest, although over time they start  

to degrade in appearance and structure. 

Clay is more durable and the industry has 

come a long way in producing longlasting, 

more visually appealing clay tiles. 

SIMON BRAITHWAITE, CATEGORY 

MANAGER, TRAVIS PERKINS

Pick the best material you can afford and that suits the style of your home

House Beautiful MAY 2016 125
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Get at least three quotes for your 
roof repairs so you can be sure the 
price is right, and don’t be afraid to  
ask questions. If you’ve never dealt  
with contractors before, download  
the free TrustMark mobile app from 
trustmark.org.uk to help you. NFRC 
trade members working on domestic 
properties are also members of 
TrustMark. 

If more than 50 per cent of your  
roof needs refurbishing you’ll need  
to notify Local Authority Building 
Control. Or you can use a roofing 
contractor who's a registered member 
of CompetentRoofer, which means 
they can self-certify for Building 
Regulations on refurbishment work. 
Homeowners will also receive a free 
10-year warranty. Find registered 
members at competentroofer.co.uk.

Green roofs and solar installations 
will increase the structural load of the 
roof, so use a company that follows  
the Green Roof Organisation (GRO) 
Code – visit greenroofcode.co.uk – and 
a product that comes with a warranty.

3 KNOW THE COST 
If you need to have your house re-roofed, 

a roofing contractor will first have to strip 

the existing roof, then de-nail the rafters 

and lay a breathable membrane, such as 

Roofshield, over the top of the existing 

joists. Thin timber battens will then be 

nailed in rows for the tiles or slate to fix 

to with galvanised nails that won’t rust. 

Finally the roof is slated or tiled. 

A pitched roof is made with a 

framework of timber joists fixed to the  

wall plates of the house. Rigid insulation, 

such as Celotex, is fitted between the 

ceiling joists to keep the roof warm, and 

in the case of a loft room, between the 

sloping rafters too. 

Costs vary depending on materials. 

Re-tiling a three-bedroom house would 

cost around £6,000-£7,000 plus VAT using 

lightweight cement fibre tiles, which are 

the most cost effective. Re-roofing using 

new timbers would require a covered 

scaffold called a top hat and this would 

cost around £20,000 plus VAT.  

On average a single-storey extension 

with a glass reinforced plastic (GRP) flat 

roof is likely to set you back around 

£1,500-£2,000 a square metre. 

JAMES SCOTT, MANAGING DIRECTOR, 

IMMACULATE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

4 MAKE IT LAST
Although built to last, roofs are at the mercy  

of the weather. Signs indicating problems  

are leaks or condensation on the ceilings, 

especially around the edges. If you can get 

into your loft safely, look out for warning 

signs such as insulation that’s gone black and 

damp timbers. Daylight creeping through a 

gap may suggest a tile is missing. Don’t be 

tempted to climb on your roof if you suspect  

a problem; use binoculars from the ground.

Look for missing, loose or broken tiles, 

crumbly mortar and render, and broken or 

missing flashings. On a flat roof, ponding  

and moss build-up are problem indicators.

Some smaller, lower level jobs, such as 

clearing gutters and debris, could be tackled 

with the use of a ladder, but much larger 

repairs, such as replacing tiles, mortar and 

flashings will require the use of scaffolding. 

Check with the contractor what provisions 

for health and safety are in place. Owners of 

period properties will require the skills and 

expertise of specialist roofing contractors and 

these can be found on the National Heritage 

Roofing Contractors’ Register. Search for 

these and all NFRC trade members in your 

area on nfrc.co.uk.  HB

BILL JENKINS, TECHNICAL MANAGER, 

NATIONAL FEDERATION  

OF ROOFING CONTRACTORS

Penmaen cottage in 

Snowdonia has been 

reslated, in keeping 

with its original style, 

by Jordan Heritage 

Roofing

Originally made from 

clay dug from marl 

pits, clay tiles can now 

be machine made as 

well as handcrafted
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ONLY NATURAL
A 1970s bungalow in the 

Surrey countryside has  

been remodelled to create a 

light-filled, open-plan space 

featuring stylish timber-framed 

windows and doors

‘Timber windows work beautifully 
in both modern and traditional 

contexts, giving the house a soft 
contemporary look while retaining 

the warmth of a family home.’

ALEXANDRA HULL, DESIGNER, 

BACK TO FRONT

I
t would have been 

wrong not to choose 

high quality, beautiful 

windows,’ says Nina Jex, 

who lives with her husband 

and two children in their 

recently renovated home 

where she holds pop-up  

art exhibitions. 

‘We worked with architects 

Back to Front to update the 

property inside and out, 

adding a zinc roof, cedar 

cladding and a small extension. 

‘The window frames were a 

key part of the scheme and it 

was the look of the wood that 

sold the windows to us – the 

design is lovely and the finish  

is to a very high standard.

‘As well as the environmental 

benefits and security features, 

there was a vast selection of 

paint shades and we opted 

for this soft greeny grey. We 

wanted the flexibility to be able 

to change the colour in, say, 10 

or 15 years’ time.

‘We’re enjoying all the light 

and feeling part of the garden,’ 

says Nina. ‘I won’t be rushing 

to cover up the windows with 

curtains or blinds!’

Visit woodwindowalliance.com for a list  

of members, who all meet strict quality, 

performance and sustainability criteria.

The green-grey 

paint on the 

window and 

door frames 

tones pleasingly 

with the 

limestone 

flooring in the 

kitchen/living 

area and the 

cedar cladding 

outside

H O U S E  B E AU T I F U L  P R O M O T I O N



Be inspired by this wonderful  
renovation and then send  

us yours – see p132

TRANSFORMED
HOMES
CLASSIC  ● CONTEMPORARY

HOME PROFILE

WHO LIVES HERE 

Joanna Laukkanen, 44, 

director of analyst relations 

at BT Group, her husband 

Mikko, 38, director of Lucent 

Architecture, and their 

children, Dashiell and Ava

THE PROPERTY 

A 1930s terraced former 

council house in North 

Sheen, west London, that’s 

been extensively renovated 

to add 60 per cent more 

space. They bought it in 

2010 for £572,000 and 

spent £215,000, excluding 

architects’ fees. It’s now 

valued at £1.2 million

R E N O V A T I O N  O F  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 6  C O M P E T I T I O N



THIRTIES 
REMIX

An imaginative loft conversion and a  

ground-floor extension have transformed a former 

council house, doubling its size and value
BRIGHT SPACE

The house now 

has a dramatic 

kitchen/diner

WORDS PHILIPPA STOCKLEY  

PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID BUTLER AND MARCIN NOGA

NEW ADDITION 

Stunning and  

light-filled, the  

back of the house  

has been completely 

reconfigured
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R
un-down ex-council houses aren’t exactly inspiring,  

but in 2009 this was exactly what Joanna and Mikko 

Laukkanen were looking for. 

Both Finnish, they’d met in a London pub, and when 

they married, lived in Joanna’s flat in a listed Georgian building, 

where their son Dashiell was born. When Ava, now seven, arrived, 

the couple realised they needed something bigger, but were 

gazumped on the first property they liked. After spending more 

than a year looking, they found the perfect place – a three-bedroom, 

neglected ex-council terrace built in the 1930s, ripe for renewal. 

‘It was in such a state,’ says Joanna. ‘Every tiny room was a 

different bright colour, with a matching carpet. There was one  

small bathroom upstairs, the kitchen was disgusting and the  

garden a jungle. But it was exactly what we wanted.’

The couple put in an offer and were gazumped again, but this 

time they increased their offer and got their house in 2010. When 

they first moved in they gave it a coat of whitewash to make it 

bearable, while Mikko put in lawful development certificate 

applications to the council for a loft conversion, plus an extension 

and a studio in the garden. To his surprise, the planners rejected  

his application, but he appealed and won. 

Although they were finally given the green light in 2011, they 

didn’t start work until 2013, setting aside four months to do a 

transformation that would add 60 per cent more space. They created 

a main bedroom and ensuite in the loft and extended out by four 

metres at ground level to make a vast kitchen/living space with six 

Velux rooflights and big bi-fold doors. A loo was built in the 

cupboard under the stairs, and the foot of the staircase was curved 

to make room for a cupboard by the front door. They also built a 

home office, with a loo and storage, at the end of the garden.  

Joanna took the children away for a month while the demolition 

was taking place, and Mikko stayed on site, though once the entire 

LIGHT AND OPEN

Mikko and Joanna in 

the vast kitchen/living 

area on the extended 

ground floor

KITCHEN/DINING AREA

The couple weren’t 

afraid to make bold 

structural changes. The 

white leather corner 

sofa is from Dwell and 

the oak flooring is 

from Jordan’s Wood 

Flooring
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WHAT IS A LAWFUL development?
 

If you think your renovation falls within permitted development rights 

– alterations or extensions that can be done without planning permission 

– you can apply for a Lawful Development Certificate beforehand, which 

you can show to subsequent buyers to prove that you acted lawfully. It’s 

not obligatory, but good for peace of mind. Visit planningportal.gov/uk.

TURN THE PAGE FOR DETAILS OF OUR COMPETITION

back wall of the house had come off, he had to slide down a 

scaffolding pole instead of taking the stairs. The family then  

moved into a flat while the renovation work was completed. 

‘We had 10 builders working six days a week,’ says Mikko, who 

project-managed, as well as surfing the internet for bargains. Every 

day he’d show Joanna things he’d found online – from lamps and 

light sockets to loos and sinks – for her to chose between.  

While they didn’t compromise on quality, especially in the fabric of 

the house, they did look for cheaper alternative ways to do things. 

For instance, Joanna wanted three particular pendant lights over the 

kitchen units, but each cost hundreds of pounds, so Mikko took two 

lamps apart and built her something that looks identical, for £60 each. 

He found bargain loos on eBay and sourced basins to match. For 

the kitchen, they tracked down a firm in Southampton that made 

wooden carcasses, which they topped with white Silestone. Mikko 

hid all the pipework and cables and put in as much glass as possible. 

In the sunny main room, a smart trick was running a band of 

mirror round the walls, a bit like a frame. This bounces light and 

foxes the eye, increasing the sense of space. There’s also concealed 

coving lighting, plus dimmable downlighters and pendants. 

Not everything went to plan. They discovered the interior doors had 

been discontinued once half had been fitted. ‘We were livid,’ says 

Mikko, who spent two days trying to find another supplier, finally 

tracking down two doors with one company and one with another. 

Finishing just two days before Christmas, they were laying  

the last bit of the floor when Joanna’s parents arrived. ‘They  

just couldn’t believe the transformation,’ she says. ‘Terraced  

houses can sometimes be quite deep and dark, but we wanted  

a place with plenty of light and we have it!’

 Email Mikko Laukkanen at mlaukkanen@gmail.com 

WHAT IT COST (excluding labour)

LIVING ROOM

This space shows

few traces of the

house’s 1930s origins

BEFORE

Every room 

was dominated 

by a different 

bright colour
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Velfac rear elevation, office  

windows and glass doors.............. £18,090

Kitchen .......................................... £7,270

Bathroom and two WCs ................. £1,256

Interior doors ................................. £1,900

Cedar cladding .................................. £611

Velux skylights ................................ £5,553

Balau decking ................................ £1,160

TOTAL ......................................... £35,840

LOFT BEDROOM

Floor-to-ceiling 

windows in the 

cool and stylish 

main bedroom 

frame the view

R E N O V A T I O N  O F  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 6  C O M P E T I T I O N

House Beautiful MAY 2016 131



WHAT WE’RE LOOKING FOR…
One winning project and two runners-up  

in each of these two categories. 

Period home Enter this if you’ve renovated 

whole or part of a house built up to and 

including 1929.

Modern or new-build home Enter this if 

you’ve revamped whole or part of a house 

built in or after 1930, or built a new one. 

We’re looking for creativity, imaginative use  

of materials and design in adapting an existing 

house for modern family life while still being 

sympathetic to its character, clever use of 

budget, great workmanship, good green 

credentials, and wow factor. 

WHAT YOU’LL WIN 
2 x FIRST PRIZES
● £2,500 of DFS furniture One winner  

from each category will win £2,500 worth  

of vouchers to spend on DFS furniture, 

including the House Beautiful collection  

of sofas and beds.
● Afternoon tea at Highgrove Each winner 

plus guest will be invited to visit Highgrove 

Renovation of the Year 2016
Tell us how you’ve revamped a room or transformed your home  

and you’ll have the chance to win one of these amazing prizes

House in Gloucestershire, the family home of 

Prince Charles, to tour the gardens and enjoy 

afternoon tea in The Orchard Room. The visit 

will take place in July. 
● £100 of Burleighware Each winner will 

receive £100 of vouchers for Burleighware 

valid at either the online shop or the 

Middleport Pottery shop.

4 RUNNERS-UP
● £1,250 of DFS furniture Two runners-up 

from each category will win £1,250 worth of 

DFS vouchers.
● Afternoon tea at Highgrove Each runner-up 

plus guest will be invited to visit Highgrove 

House. The visit will take place in July. 
● £100 of Burleighware Each winner will 

receive £100 of vouchers for Burleighware  

to spend as above.

THE JUDGES 

Julia Goodwin, House Beautiful editor, Ros 

Kerslake, chief executive of Prince Charles’s new 

charity Heritage Renewal UK, Brian Berry, chief 

executive of the Federation of Master Builders, 

and Kellie Wyles, head of brands, DFS. 

TO ENTER  
Send your name, address and contact details 

with photos and a clearly written description of 

your project in no more than 250 words. Please 

include details of the condition of your project 

before the renovation started, what happened 

during the transformation, any professional 

help, the cost, how long it took and how you 

feel about the finished result. Include colour 

photos with before shots if possible. The 

closing date is 2 June, 2016.

● Enter by post: Send to Renovation of  

the Year 2016 Competition, House Beautiful, 

72 Broadwick Street, London W1F 9EP 

Enter by email: Just put ‘Renovation  

of the Year 2016’ in the subject line and  

email to house.beautiful@hearst.co.uk

Enter online: Go to housebeautiful.co.uk 

and search for Renovation of the Year 

competition 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS The judges’ decision is 
final. All entries must be of UK houses. No photos  
can be returned. Entrants must be 18 years or over. 
Transport to and from Highgrove House is not provided. 
See p8 for full terms and conditions.

Winners can 

choose from  

DFS sofas such  

as the Cassidy…

Take afternoon  

tea at Highgrove 

House

…or beds 

including the 

Benedict 

TRANSFORMED
HOMES
CLASSIC ● CONTEMPORARY

Select your 

favourite 

Burleighware 

pattern

P
H

O
T
O

G
R

A
P
H

S
 A

 L
A

W
S
O

N
; 
R

A
C

H
E
L 

W
H

IT
IN

G
; 
C

A
R

O
LY

N
 B

A
R

B
E
R

132  housebeautiful.co.uk

R E N O V A T I O N  O F  T H E  Y E A R  2 0 1 6  C O M P E T I T I O N





134  housebeautiful.co.uk

M O N O C H R O M E  K I T C H E N

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

Bespoke units and cheerful wallpaper 
connect a long kitchen/dining space.

Amanda Alexander, 52, and her husband 
Jef, 55, live with their son Isaac, 11, and 

Amanda’s three daughters, Charlotte, 30, 
Holly, 26, and Georgia, 24, in a five-bedroom 

detached 1970s house in Chestfield, Kent. 
When the couple bought the property in 

March 2010 it hadn’t been updated since it 
was built and they were particularly keen to 
change the dark, dated kitchen. It was quite 
separate from the rest of the house, so they 

opened it up to the dining room and garden 
and commissioned bespoke units.

INTO ONE
TWO

ACTION PLAN 

REMOVE KITCHEN/DINING ROOM WALL

REPLACE WINDOWS WITH FRENCH DOORS

DESIGN A SOCIABLE LAYOUT

ADD UNITS TO LINK THE TWO SPACES

BEFORE
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FLOORING
Stone-effect 

ceramic tiles 

look great but 

are easier to 

maintain than 

the real thing

ISLAND
A sink here, with 

the cooker and 

fridge opposite, 

provides the ideal 

working triangle

FRENCH DOORS
Blinds give privacy 

while the wooden 

frame adds warmth

BREAKFAST BAR
The family can enjoy 

snacks while taking in 

the view of the garden

LIGHTING
Hung low over  

the island, the  

industrial-style 

pendant adds a  

modern edge



136  housebeautiful.co.uk

This was a big project to take on 

When our son Isaac came along we realised we’d outgrown our 

previous home by the coast so we looked inland, where we were able 

to get more for our money, and bought this house. It needed so much 

work and there was pine cladding on all the walls and ceilings, which 

made it feel dark and enclosed. My daughter said it looked like an old 

people’s home and we couldn’t possibly live there, but it had so much 

space I could see it had the potential to become a lovely family home.

Where did you begin? 

As a priority we worked on making the lounge habitable. Then we 

tackled the kitchen, which was smelly and vile. There was just a small 

cooker sitting on the worktop; we weren’t sure if it was safe, so rather 

than taking a risk we cooked on two gas rings for about six months.  

It took that long because we had to move all the gas pipes, plumbing 

and electrics, and measurements for the new units couldn’t be taken 

until the walls had been plastered and the floor tiles laid.

How did you open up the space? 

We knocked down the wall between the kitchen and dining room  

and opened up the space to the hallway by removing a section of 

partition wall. With four children I didn’t want lots of little rooms with 

doors, as nobody shuts them anyway! Next the builders took out the 

windows and installed two sets of French doors to let in more light 

and make access to the garden easier. 

Your bespoke kitchen was a big investment

I had an off-the-peg kitchen in my last house and after five years the 

hinges were dropping and the doors had become loose. We decided 

to invest in a bespoke kitchen as they’re much more durable, the 

drawers have proper dovetailed joints and you can always re-paint  

the fronts. They also make the best use of the space. A friend 

recommended a local kitchen maker, Richard Rose, and I was so 

impressed by the craftsmanship that I didn’t get any other quotes. 

The layout was a challenge

Yes, as the room is so long it was difficult to work out how to make  

the dining space feel connected to the kitchen. Also there were 

pipes coming down from the upstairs that would have been  

too expensive to move so we had units built around them, and  

this also linked the two spaces.

It looks stunning 

The designer created exactly what I wanted. He was so enthusiastic 

and very patient as I kept changing my mind. At first I wanted a 

curved end unit next to the fridge, but then I quite fancied a larder.  

He came up with some excellent ideas, such as the fridge housing 

that extends right up to the ceiling and the cooker hood that hides  

all the workings of the extractor fan. He also designed moveable 

shelves inside the cupboards for flexibility. Everything was built in  

his workshop and then it took only three days to fit.

What’s your final verdict? 

Being able to design the kitchen ourselves was ideal as we now have  

a space that works perfectly for us as a family. And that’s important 

for us as it’s always where everyone congregates. 

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL SAYS…

‘Adding French doors to the garden has brought lots of light into 
the room and means there’s scope for the bolder details, such as 

the fabulous wallpaper and blackboard wall.’ 

WINE COOLER
Placed between the 

kitchen and the dining 

area, it’s accessible 

from both areas

NOTICEBOARD
Blackboard paint 

creates a surface for 

making a note of 

shopping lists and 

important dates

WALLPAPER
A quirky design  

with a fresh yellow 

accent has been 

hung at either end 

of the long room  

to link the two 

spaces together 
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M O N O C H R O M E  K I T C H E N

Units..... ...................£14,750
Worktops ...................£4,250
Flooring .....................£1,500
Wall tiles........................£171
Appliances .................£4,656
Sink and tap................. .£355
Wallpaper......... .............£224
Total .......................£25,906

WHAT IT COST

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

IN
DETAIL

GET THE LOOK

THE NEW LAYOUT
Removing the dividing wall has made a lighter, 

sociable kitchen that connects with the garden

SHOPPING LIST 
Bespoke oak units painted in  

Clock Face by Little Greene, 

£14,750, Richard Rose Furniture 

and Kitchens. Wilton cup 

handles, £9.20 each; Hetton 

cabinet knobs, from £6.20 each; 

both Hinges & Brackets. Granite 

worktops, £4,250, Luxury Stone. 

Oxedia ceramic floor tiles, £50  

a sq metre; Original Style wall 

tiles, from £57 a sq metre; both 

Kent Tile Centre. Similar fridge-

freezer, Rangemaster DXD910, 

£2,078, Discount Rangecookers. 

Similar cooker, Rangemaster  

Elan 110 dual fuel range cooker, 

£1,979, The Gas Superstore. 

Similar wine cooler, Rangemaster 

88680 45-bottle wine storage, 

£599, Range Cooker King. Villeroy 

& Boch Cisterna 60 undercounter 

sink, £269, Simply Kitchen Sinks. 

Similar tap, Caple AVE4/BN 

brushed nickel dual-lever kitchen 

tap, £86, Appliance House. 

RANGE COOKER
Amanda saved money 

by buying a secondhand 

model from a friend for 

just £300 

Eco Classic clock, £19.95, 

Swanky Maison

Ceramic milk jug and sugar 

jar, £18 each, Quince Living

Cream Classic 90GT  

stove, £995, Belling
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UNITS
Painted with Little 

Greene’s Clock Face 

and fitted with a 

combination of  

cup handles and 

round knobs, the 

cupboards are  

smart and stylish

Harlequin Brighton wallpaper, 

£32 a roll, Tangletree Interiors. 

Colours chalkboard paint,  

£8.21 for 500ml, B&Q. Similar 

pendant, Battersea light, £60, 

Garden Trading. Similar bar 

stools, Wenge bar stool, £89.99, 

Atlantic Shopping. Luxaflex sheer 

roller blinds, from £60; curtains 

made up in Romo Dune Mimosa, 

£32.50 a metre; both Emanuel’s. 

Montague Lloyd Loom dining 

chairs, from £195 each,  

Neptune. Console table, £149, 

Union Furniture. Thomas Kent 

Camden clock, £42, Red Candy. 

Croft collection Aspen Leaf  

table runner, £16; placemats, 

£16 for two; Arran linen napkins, 

£5 each; Puritan side plates,  

£6 each; sugar bowl, £12; 

Dandelion stoneware mugs,  

£3 each; all John Lewis. Set  

of three Charcoal Weave tea 

towels, £6, Sainsbury’s  HB
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NOTEWORTHY

A central point for letters and notes, the  

Luns writing/magnetic board, £17 from 

Ikea, is also a great place to hang your keys

HANGING AROUND

Itemise lists and chores to ensure everything 

is running smoothly. Kitchen Notes,  

£17.94, Chalkboards UK

COUNTRY LOOK

Made from solid pine, this Chalkboard 

Organiser by Lebu Furniture, £65 from Etsy, 

would be a stylish addition to a rustic scheme

TIME TABLE

Keep track of the family’s daily 

activities and chores with the Weekdays 

Chalkboard, £50, Cox & Cox

PERFECT POCKETS

Slot paperwork and smaller items  

such as pens in the Felt wall organiser,  

£8 from Hema

Keep on top of daily 
tasks with these stylish 

noticeboards

Take
NOTE

AT THE LEDGE

Not only can you make notes on the 

Big:Ledge shelf, £81.60, Clippings, there’s 

also space for ingredients and oven gloves

MODERN METAL

A geometric pattern is a stylish backdrop  

to getting organised. Umbra Trigon  

bulletin board, £35, Red Candy

WIRED UP

With its burnished steel finish, the  

Neatfreak, £95 from Loaf, would give a 

modern industrial edge to your kitchen

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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F A M I L Y  K I T C H E N

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

Inspired by Californian kitchens, this 
large open-plan space is perfect for 

family life and entertaining.
Raisa Ali, 43, and her husband, Akbar, 44,  
live in a five-bedroom detached home in 

Kingston, Surrey, with their sons, Yusef, 12, 
and twins Zain and Zakir, nine. Raisa is 
from California and was attracted to the 

spacious rooms and potential for 
renovation in the 1960s house.

DREAM
AMERICAN 

FLOORING   
With so much white 

elsewhere in the room, 

the contrast of the oak 

floor brings warmth

TABLE 

Colourful chairs are 

the focal point of the 

dining area. A solid 

wood table is perfect 

both for messy art 

play and dinner 

parties for 10! 

WALL COLOUR 
Raisa has chosen an 

off-white in a matt 

finish. It’s lovely and 

light, but less stark  

than a bright white
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ACTION PLAN 

FIND AN ARCHITECT WITH THE RIGHT VISION

FINALISE PLANS; GET PLANNING PERMISSION 

DECIDE ON ZONES FOR THE LARGE SPACE 

FIND A BUILDER AND RENOVATE KITCHEN

BEFORE
ISLAND
An island separates 

the kitchen and 

dining spaces  

and includes a 

breakfast bar for 

less formal meals

PENDANTS 
Lined with purple,  

a stylish trio hang 

above the island

COOKER 

A large range cooker 

caters for big parties.  

It has separate ovens  

so the capacity can be 

scaled up or down

WALL LIGHTS 
The mood in the room 

can be altered thanks 

to a range of lighting 

options. Wall lights 

give a subtle glow in  

the evening 
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Paint .............................£298 
Units ........................£16,570
Worktop, sink, tap ......£4,300
Appliances .................£6,137 
Flooring .....................£3,990 
Lights ............................£265 
Total .......................£31,560

WHAT IT COST

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

GET THE LOOK

THE NEW LAYOUT
In the large square room there’s plenty 

of space for cooking, eating and relaxing

SHOPPING LIST 
Walls painted in Cornforth White Modern emulsion, £74.50 for 5L, 

Farrow & Ball. White and grey gloss units, £16,570; Silestone Okite 

Bianco 30mm worktop, sink and tap, £4,300; all Verdi Kitchen 

Design. Integral fridge and freezer, £850 each, Miele. Mercury 

dual fuel 1200cm range cooker, £3,755; matching cooker hood, 

£682; both Aga Twyford. Massive Eusebi One Light pendants in 

Purple, £135 for three, Wayfair. Anglepoise 1228 wall lights in Ice 

White, £65 each, Amazon. Calvin Klein Haze rug in Indigo, £600, 

Funky Rugs. Oak table, £800, Top Furniture. Philippe Starck Kartell 

Masters dining chairs, £150 each, John Lewis. Long Island sofa 

with cushions, £3,900, Roche Bobois. Yellow cushions made in 

Harlequin Sira fabric remnant, £20 a metre, eBay  HB

Stourton white enamel 

pendant, £64.99, 

Dowsing & Reynolds 

Studio sofa in Whitewell Linen, 

£1,229, Sofas By Saxon

What drew you to this house? 

I was brought up in California, but when we moved to England seven 

years ago with Akbar’s job and realised we were going to be staying 

for a while, we decided to put down roots. We’d been living in an 

Edwardian house and as Americans, we don’t have as many opinions 

about the age of a house – we’re more interested in what it has to 

offer. I wanted at least four double bedrooms, and nice big rooms,  

or at least the ability to create them. I know some people aren’t keen 

on 1960s and ’70s houses, but for me they offer a lot of flexibility.

You carried out extensive renovations…

Initially we were just going to alter the downstairs, but once we found 

our architect, Leigh Bowen of 50 Degrees North, we ended up having 

a lot more work done than intended. As well as changing the ground 

floor rooms we did a loft conversion, added a porch, renovated every 

room, landscaped the garden and went from four bedrooms to five. 

In the back of the house we wanted light-filled areas for cooking, 

eating and relaxing, with bi-fold doors opening to the garden. 

Within the kitchen dining area, what was your priority?

Space! Everything in California is big: big sofas and tables so lots  

of people can sit down, big work surfaces, lots of appliances. We 

extended two metres into the side return and took down internal 

walls to create an almost square area.  

How easy was it to plan out the space?

It made sense to have the eating area next to the bifolding doors, 

which we open up when the weather’s good. The kitchen is at the 

back, where the old living room used to be. We have another living 

room at the front of the house but it’s hardly used now. I wanted an 

island to separate the spaces, and then the sofa area nicely takes up 

the rest of the room with access to the utility room and cloakrooms.

The injections of colour are quite subtle

I thought the chairs around the table would be the right place for 

colour. I saw the orange one initially, and liked the modern classic 

design, but was thrilled to find this range in so many sunshine colours. 

Then I echoed the shades with pictures and frames on the wall behind. 

How long did it take?

The whole build took seven months and we moved out for part of that 

time. It was scary coming to visit when there was no roof on. We’re so 

pleased we went for the complete renovation as it feels like a different 

house and the large kitchen living space is a huge success. It’s light  

and bright and sometimes it feels just like my sunny American home. 

Building Living Space 020 8892 1121; buildinglivingspace.com; 

50 Degrees North 020 8744 2337; 50degrees.co.uk

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL SAYS…

‘A classic scheme of white with wood  
has been given individuality with the 
multi-coloured chairs. A long skylight 
brings light into the back of the room.’ 

F A M I L Y  K I T C H E N

BI-FOLD 
DOORS 
The family can 

enjoy views  

of the garden 

through the 

floor-to-ceiling 

windows

Bohemian 

chrome bar 

stool, £252, 

Sweetpea & 

Willow

IN
DETAIL
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FOODIE HEAVEN 

Turn your kitchen into a rustic retreat with  

a farmer’s market-inspired Country Fayre 

framed print, £19.99 for three, Dunelm

SCENIC VIEW

Lose yourself in a Scottish countryside 

landscape. Loch Tarbert, Isle of Jura framed 

print by Stephen Millership, £52, Art Rookie

BIRD WATCH

Bring the beauty of nature and wildlife inside 

with The British Coast: Sea & Estuary Birds 

unframed print, £35 from Bold & Noble

VINTAGE FIND

Reprinted in the original 1950s colour palette, 

this Contemporary Furniture framed print,  

£25, Heal’s, will complete a mid-century look

MASTERPIECE

Why not frame a print of your favourite 

artwork? Art.co.uk has a huge selection. 

Sunflowers by Claude Monet, from £31.99

Brighten up your kitchen 
with a colourful  

gallery wall

In the
FRAME

ANIMAL FARM

Know your rump from your loin with the 

Coconutgrass Butcher’s Kitchen framed print, 

£29.95, notonthehighstreet.com 

PACK YOUR BAGS 

Dream of your next holiday destination 

with the Nick Cranston Luggage Tag NYC 

framed wall art, £49, Oliver Bonas

TAKE A LINE

Painterly patterns are an interesting way of 

bringing texture into a kitchen. Three Oares 

framed wall art, £38 for two, Broste

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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Get in the mood for summer with cool 

bedlinens, stylish tableware, fresh scents, 

and sparkling glass accessories from The White 

Company. And with this 20 per cent discount 

for House Beautiful readers, updating your 

home for the new season couldn’t be easier. 

For bedrooms there’s a gorgeous range of 

linens and throws in subtle white and greys,  

all in tactile natural fabrics. Turn every meal 

into a celebration with elegant glassware 

and special table linen. Let the Fresh Fig 

range of home fragrances bring the scents 

of Provence to your home. Or envelope 

yourself in the softest of towels after a 

blissful soak in Spa bath products. You can 

see the full range at thewhitecompany.com.

Transform your home with this fabulous offer

ENJOY 20% OFF
at The White Company

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR 20% DISCOUNT
Take this voucher into any of The White Company stores, enter code 

AL297 at thewhitecompany.com, or quote it when calling 020 3758 9222.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS This offer is valid on full-priced items only and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 
Offer excludes giftwrap, gift vouchers, mirrors, all furniture, beds, mattresses, upholstery and made-to-order items. Offer 
excludes our clearance and concession stores. Standard free delivery is valid for online, telephone, and store mail orders to the 
UK mainland only. This voucher cannot be exchanged for cash. All orders are subject to stock availability and we reserve the 
right to withdraw, amend or extend offers at any time, without prior notice. Offer expires midnight 9 May 2016

Canvas 

placemats, £12 

for two; napkin 

set, £20 for four

Hurricane vase, £20; 

tealight holders, from  

£5; bud vase set, £18 for 

two; vases, from £12 

R E A D E R  O F F E R

Scissor-cut glass 

bowl, £60; 

wooden salad 

servers, £15

Selection of white  

and grey stripe 

towels, from £8;  

bath brush, £12



A sun-filled, south-facing 
extension makes a stunning  

family kitchen.
Hilary Ford, 54, and her husband 

Glenn, 50, live with their two 
teenage children in their 1970s 

home in the Scottish seaside town 
of North Berwick. They bought the 
property in 2013 with the intention 
of renovating it and getting a large 

kitchen extension built at the  
back. Now they have a bright,  

airy space where they can  
live, cook and entertain.

SPACE
NEAT

ACTION PLAN 

FIND EXPERTS TO HELP WITH THE DESIGN

ADD AN EXTENSION WITH A PITCHED ROOF

CHOOSE A NEUTRAL SCHEME

ADD A CONTRAST COLOUR

BEFORE

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  N E X T  P A G E

WALLS 
A pure white emulsion 

keeps the look clean

E X T E N D E D  K I T C H E N



TRIPLE-GLAZED DOORS
Aluminium frames ensure  

a smart, modern look  

WORKTOP
Silestone looks smart 

and is a practical, 

low-maintenance 

option

FLOOR
Flecked ceramic tiles 

are more forgiving 

than pure white and 

don’t mark so easily

UNITS 
Hilary was drawn to  

the metallic Cubanit door 

finish because it adds a 

hint of glamour while 

remaining neutral
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Why did you decide to buy a modern house?

I grew up in a cold farmhouse and our previous home was a period 
property. It was beautiful but the maintenance was never-ending  
so we decided to go for a complete change and opt for a modern 
property. Also we wanted a more minimalist style, and a house  
that feels light and spacious. 
You changed the layout of the rooms 

Originally the sitting room was at the back of the house, which is 
south-facing, and the kitchen was at the front. As we enjoyed both 
the light and the view of the garden we decided to swap the rooms  
so the kitchen is at the rear. We extended at the back and into the 
side return and doubled the size of the old living room.
What help did you get?

We hired architectural consultant Rick McQueenie of REM 
Associates. He suggested we have a roof that pitches upwards  
away from the building to increase the height of the glass wall and 
maximise the view of a nearby landmark, North Berwick Law. He  
also added side doors to ensure that the room never gets too hot.
Did you have a clear idea for the colour scheme?

I wanted a neutral backdrop and an accent colour. The white walls and 
Silestone worktops are timeless and at the moment the accent is green 
but it can be changed easily. To some extent the garden inspired me.
There seems to be no shortage of storage

When we planned the layout we made sure to include plenty of 

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL SAYS...

‘This elegant scheme is light and bright but has enough 
tone to keep it interesting. Glossy surfaces create delicate 

reflections that make the space seem even larger.’

generous-sized drawers and cupboards. A bespoke double pantry 
unit with sliding pocket doors was created as well, to house  
all those kitchen bits and pieces that clutter up worktops.
Are you happy with the open-plan layout?

Yes, I think it works really well and suits us as a family. I can get on  
with the cooking while the children do homework or watch TV.  
The whole space is the focal point of the house now.
Was it easy to choose a kitchen company?

We contacted three showrooms and Kitchens International was the 
most responsive. Designer Heather Oliver came to see us at home 
and listened closely to what we wanted. Later she showed us a 3D 
mock-up on screen in the showroom, which was really useful and  
meant we could tweak the layout to get exactly what we wanted.
How long did the work take?

The kitchen was part of a renovation project involving the whole 
house, so it took seven months and we did move out. The windows 
caused a delay as we had to change our supplier halfway through.  
We hadn’t planned to fit the kitchen until the glass was in but in the 
end we had to, and wrapped up the cabinets to protect them.
Everything seemed to go to plan…

Fortunately yes. Glenn and I had renovated a few other properties 
before we tackled this one – we make a good team and don’t argue. 
We knew what we wanted but our architectural consultant and 
kitchen designer both gave us lots of helpful ideas as well.

EXTENSION
Larch cladding gives  

a warm, rich finish

FAMILY SPACE
A corner sofa by the 

TV defines a cosy area

148  housebeautiful.co.uk



SHOPPING LIST 
Walls in Pure Brilliant White matt emulsion, £16.97 for 2.5L, Dulux. Porcelain floor 
tiles, £44 a sq metre, CTD Tiles. Cubanit Gloss kitchen units by KI Collection, 
£219.60 for a 600mm base unit; Silestone Blanco Zeus, Leather finish worktop, 
£650 a sq metre; Siemens integrated dishwasher SN66M050GB, £480; Siemens 
EH975ME11E Panoramic hob, £953; Blanco Andano sink, £465; Hansgrohe Focus 
tap, £180; Zip DOMBC4 boiling and chilled water HydroTap, £3,214; Siemens 
KI81RAD30 larder fridge, £1,016; Siemens HB63AB551B single oven, £727; 
Siemens HB34D553B combi steam oven, £1,179; all Kitchens International. Café 
pendants, from £66 each, Cotterell & Co. Bar stools, £70 each, Dwell. Barcelona 
chair, £435, A Modern World. Sofa, £4,000; Lugano TV unit, £579; Adria nest of 
tables, £349; all BoConcept. Butterfly chairs, £170 each, Iconic Interiors  HB

WHAT IT COST
Kitchen units  ..........  £11,600
Work surface   ............£3,705
Appliances   ...............£4,355
Sink and taps   ............£3,859
Floor tiles   .................£1,232
Furniture   ..................£6,742
Total   ......................£31,493

THE NEW LAYOUT
Now the rectangular space is divided roughly  

into quarters, each with a different function

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

IN
DETAIL

Buffalo 1 marble-effect 
pendant, £119.40, 
Dar Lighting

Eames-inspired 
Peppermint dining chair 
with Eiffel metal legs, 

£69, Cult Furniture 

Crackle vases, £25 
for a set of three, 
Debenhams

 

GET THE LOOK

HIGHLIGHTS
Pendants over the 

island are lined with 

green, Hilary’s chosen 

accent colour

SLEEK FINISH
Wooden finishes and 

lime chairs warm up 

the cool, elegant space

Sign up for House Beautiful’s free weekly e-newsletter by 
simply texting HB followed by your email address to 84499  

Texts to this number are charged at your standard network rate, never more. Standard 
network rates vary depending on your phone provider. By texting into this service  

you are opting in to receive messages from us by email and SMS. You can opt out from 
SMS by texting STOP to 84499 and from email by clicking Unsubscribe
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WOOD WORKS 

Durable and hardwearing, this Acacia 

board from Dunelm is great value at 

just £6.99 for the small size 

PICTURE THIS

When it’s not in use, hang this beautiful 

piece like a work of art. Master Class mango 

wood round serving board, £54.99, Very

TWO-TONE

A mix of light and dark wood is  

a contemporary look. Large chopping  

board, £14.99, H&M Home 

SHAPELY LIVING

The ICTC Rustic olive wood paddle chopping 

board, £35, John Lewis, is carved to follow 

the stunning natural grain 

RURAL DETAILS

Opt for this rustic design as the  

finishing touch to a country scheme. 

Chopping board, £10, Hema

OPTICAL ILLUSION

This eyecatching shape is a practical and 

versatile design. Marble and wood 

hexagonal chopping board, £45, Trouva 

PERFECTLY FORMED

The 22cm-long hand-carved walnut board, 

£30, Such & Such, is ideal for chopping 

garlic, spices and herbs and serving cheese

FAMILY FEAST

There’s plenty of room for chopping and 

serving on this 60cm-long acacia platter 

board, £45, Gray & Willow at House of Fraser

Preparation boards this 
stylish deserve to be kept 

out on display

Chop
CHOP

C H O O S E  T H E  B E S T
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Elegant Gild  
mirrors teamed with 

luxuriously soft towels 
and vintage-style 
accessories look 

glamorous 

DESIGNER 
DETAILS

Transform your bathroom into an indulgent, 

modern and sophisticated space

C
reate a contemporary, 

designer look in your 

bathroom with a 

stylish freestanding 

bath as the focal point. The 

stunning London design (above) 

cleverly combines classic 

curves and clean lines with a 

small base area, so it gives the 

illusion of spaciousness without 

compromising on volume. 

This season’s trend of intricate 

patterns teamed with simple 

accessories in soft colours is 

ideal for a modern spa-style 

room. The Moroccan-influenced  

Hammersmith floor tiles (above 

and right) add interest and look 

fantastic with plain walls.

Metallic finishes bring glamour 

and the Gild mirrors (right), which 

will withstand heat and humidity, 

are the perfect finishing touch. 
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For more details and to find your nearest store, visit bathstore.com. There are 173 stores 

nationwide, where you can see the products, speak to the experts about bathstore’s  

3D design and installation services, and make your dream bathroom come true.

H O U S E  B E AU T I F U L  P R O M O T I O N



3 OF A KIND... FRIDGE-FREEZERS 

 White-painted units are  

a timeless classic, which 

makes them a good long-

term investment. They create 

the illusion of space and 

allow the focus to fall on 

eyecatching finishing touches 

and luxury materials.

A walnut worktop adds 

depth to an all-white scheme. 

For continuity, unit interiors 

on the Linear kitchen (left) are 

finished in the same wood.

If you’re planning on 

having timber worktops 

check if the kitchen company 

can make a dining table  

top in the same wood.

Keep full-height units in a 

block to create an ultra-clean 

and contemporary look.

The classic working 

triangle is considered an  

ideal kitchen layout so 

position the fridge, sink,  

oven and hob on one side  

of the island or you’ll be 

forever walking round it.  

Incorporate a pantry 

cupboard with concealed 

hinges, deep drawers and 

built-in spice racks to store 

dried food and crockery.

Think beyond accessories 

when personalising a white 

kitchen with colour and go for 

vibrant furniture, appliances 

or even light flexes. 

OPT FOR WHITE  
Create a light, sociable space with the help of this advice 

from Chris Mossop, kitchen designer at Harvey Jones 

GOOD 
IDEA Swan’s new  

counter-top Halogen 
Oven and Air Fryer, 

just £49.99, uses heat, 
convection and 

infrared to cook up to 
40 per cent faster with 

little or no oil.

l With a bold retro look, this 

model has a 70/30 fridge 

freezer split and comes in 

three colours. The fridge has a 

bottle rack and three in-door 

shelves. Energy rated A+. 

Breeze Retro in Black,  

£699, Britannia Living

l Precise temperature control 

and a filter that absorbs the 

ethylene that comes off fruit 

and veg ensure food stays 

fresher for longer. Energy 

rated A+++ - 20%. Ultima 

XUL85T3U WOJH fridge-

freezer, £549.99, Hotpoint 

l Constantly opening the 

fridge door reduces its 

efficiency so this model has  

a second door for storing 

frequently used items. Energy 

rated A+. LG Door-in-Door 

GMJ916NSHV fridge-

freezer, £1,799, Currys

FLORAL ART
Designer Ted Baker has 
collaborated with British 
Ceramic Tile to create  
a spectacular patterned 
glass panel that works as 
either a standalone piece 
of art or a splashback. 
Decorative as well as 
hardwearing, the 600mm  
x 750mm Floral Shadow 
ArTile, £250, can be placed 
behind a sink or hob to 
bring standout vintage 
style to a scheme.  

Linear painted kitchen 

in Pure White, from 

£18,000, Harvey Jones
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Best new trends, expert advice and  
time-saving innovations

Kitchen
NOTEBOOK
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ENJOY FANTASTIC 
DISCOUNTS
Save 10 per cent on carpets from the House Beautiful 
collection and a generous 20 per cent on our rugs

C
reate a stunning new look with a fitted carpet or give  

a room an instant update with a stylish rug. As there 

are so many gorgeous colours and designs in the 

House Beautiful collection at Carpetright, there’s bound to  

be something perfect for your home.

With this great discount, every reader can get 20 per cent  

off all House Beautiful rugs with Carpetright. Select from plain 

textures, elegant patterns or on-trend geometrics, all in a 

range of colours, sizes and prices. If you want to update all 

your flooring, take advantage of this special 10 per cent 

discount on the rest of the House Beautiful flooring range 

including carpets, vinyls, laminates and engineered woods.

To get 20 per cent off House Beautiful rugs or 10 per cent 
of all other House Beautiful flooring, take this voucher 
into one of Carpetright’s stores or enter voucher code 
CRHB0416 at carpetright.co.uk

TERMS AND CONDITIONS This discount is valid from 1 April until 31 May 2016. Offer excludes 
underlay, accessories, fitting and delivery. Rugs and engineered wood range are in-store and 
call-to-buy purchases only. Voucher not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. 

HOW TO CLAIM YOUR DISCOUNT 

the collection - only at
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In pure wool, this chic stripe 

design, Residence, looks lovely  

in a living room. And thanks to 

the hardwearing textured loop 

pile, it’s also perfect for high-

traffic areas such as hallways.  

It costs £32.99 a sq metre. 

Sofa, from £3,590; stars cushion, 

£125; pitcher, £58; lamp, £725;  

all Another Country. Stool, £479, 

Heal’s. Stripe cushion, £65; tray, 

£30; both Tori Murphy. Teapot, 

£36; mug, £55; plate, £38; all 

Native and Co 

WIN £2,000 WORTH OF  
HOUSE BEAUTIFUL FLOORING

PLUS SIX RUNNERS UP WILL EACH WIN A HOUSE BEAUTIFUL  
FIRST LIGHT RUG, WORTH £139

From luxurious carpets and rugs to wood, laminate and vinyl, the House Beautiful 
flooring collection has a look and style to suit every home. Now readers have  
a chance to win £2,000 worth of flooring. And six runners up will each win a  

120cm x 170cm rug from the First Light range, made from 100 per cent wool, in  
a soft pattern that features the colours of the sea. For your chance to win, text 

HBWIN followed by a space and then your answer to the question below and your 
name and address to 88600 (£1.50 plus usual network operator rate)* or call 0905 
789 0101 (80p a min plus your telephone company’s network access charge)* and 
give your answer. Calls should last no longer than two minutes. Phone lines are 
open 1 April 2016 and close 31 May 2016. Or post completed coupon to House 
Beautiful/CPHSBN16088, Worksop S80 2RT for receipt before 3 June 2016.
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£2,000

WORTH OF 
FLOORING

TO BE 
WON

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr ________________  First name ____________________________Surname 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________Postcode 

Telephone __________________________Email    

TERMS AND CONDITIONS Prizes are non-transferable and no cash or other alternatives will be offered. If the value of the order 
is more than the value of the prize, you must pay the difference in price by cash, cheque, debit or credit card at the time of placing 
your order. If the value of the order is less than the value of the prize, a credit note for any balance of £100 or more will be issued 
by Carpetright plc and will be sent to you by post within 28 days. Prizes must be claimed by 31 May 2017. *Calls from mobiles and 
other networks may cost more. If you phone or text your entry after the advertised closing date, you won’t be entered but you will 
be charged. The winners will be selected at random from all correct entries after the closing date. Service provider: Spoke (0333 
202 3390). The prize is as stated and is not transferable. For full terms and conditions turn to p8. DATA PROTECTION We will use 
the information you supply to process your competition entry. For our privacy policy, visit hearst.co.uk/dp

Team a carpet in a 

neutral shade with 

dark walls. Leeds 

Textured Loop carpet 

from the House 

Beautiful collection, 

£24.99 a sq metre. 

Brunel desk, £495, 

Heal’s. Black vintage 

globe, £275; Retro 

chair, £70; both 

Graham and Green 

Question:  What are rugs in the First Light range made from? 
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Planning and design tips  

for updating with a classic 

suite from Edouard Whyte, 

bathroom buyer at B&Q  

Freestanding baths are in 

vogue and incorporating one 

into your scheme creates a 

luxurious, relaxing scheme.  

For smaller bathrooms go  

for a back-to-wall design.  

The rim of a freestanding 

bath doesn’t come with 

pre-drilled tap holes so you can 

choose where taps are placed. 

Alternatively floorstanding  

taps look elegant in traditional 

or modern schemes. 

A dark-coloured wall 

behind a basin or toilet can 

work well and will emphasise 

the silhouette of a classic suite 

without making the room feel 

too closed in. If you prefer 

pale walls choose dark floor 

tiles and extend the colour  

up a third of the wall.  

Add interest to white wall 

tiles by adding a graphic border 

at floor level to mimic skirting. 

Stick with the same range but 

opt for different colour tiles and 

matching accessories. 

Underfloor heating is ideal 

for bathrooms and both electric 

and water systems can be 

used with additional heating 

such as a heated towel rail. 

Labour and installation 

costs are generally the biggest 

expense when fitting a new 

bathroom. B&Q’s Homefit 

service is a Which? Trusted 

Trader and offers a five-year 

workmanship guarantee. 

NEW VICTORIANA

LEAN-TO 
SHELVING
Good storage is key to 
creating a clutter-free 
bathroom that’s both 
stylish and inviting. BHS’s 
new Bamboo and White 
collection includes a 
storage ladder shelf unit 
(H180.5cm x W46cm),  
£80, that leans against the 
wall and needs no further 
support. It also has a 
handy three-tier shelving 
unit (H87cm) for £60.

Duchess bath, £378; 

bath feet, £73; 

Timeless chrome 

bath shower mixer, 

£125; all B&Q

l When space is tight 

wall-mounted taps allow 

for a narrower basin or 

vanity unit. This sleek 

design has single-lever 

operation and requires 

two bar pressure. 

Mazaro single-lever 

built-in basin mixer, 

£323, Sottini

l A black handle, cylindrical 

body and elongated spout 

give this chrome tap 

contemporary good looks. It 

requires minimum one bar 

pressure and there’s a taller 

option for deck-mounted 

freestanding basins. Cyclo 

basin monobloc mixer, 

£284, Abode

3 OF A KIND... MODERN BASIN TAPS

l This basin mixer comes 

in four new metallic 

finishes to bring standout 

style to a basin. It features 

water-saving technology 

and needs a minimum  

one bar pressure. Allure 

Brilliant Soft Graphite 

single-lever basin mixer, 

£744.67, Grohe

Can’t imagine 
it? A new interactive 
feature on Twyford’s 

website enables you to 
create a virtual bathroom 

from its Energy range. Just 
visit twyfordsbathrooms.

com to find out  
more.

LATEST 
TREND

Innovations and expert advice to refresh 
the look of your room 

Bathroom
NOTEBOOK
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H I - T E C H  I D E A S 

Get the  
job done! 

1 WHAT LIES BENEATH 

Before you even think about 

drilling or hammering in a nail, 

it’s important to know what’s 

behind the wall, and there’s  

a gadget designed to do this.  

The battery-powered Black & 

Decker BDS300 3-in-1, £39.95 

from Amazon, will find live 

wires, studs and pipework.  

It’s like x-raying the wall.  

2 BUILD IT

An electric drill is an essential 

piece of kit. Ideally choose  

one with a hammer setting  

and a spare rechargeable 

battery so you don’t have to 

wait for the drill to charge 

before using it. Great for jobs 

such as hanging shelves, putting 

together flatpack furniture  

or laying new decking in the 

garden. Try the Bosch PSB 17 

LI-2 Ergonomic Hammer Drill 

Driver, £139.99, as it’s so 

powerful you won’t have to 

exert yourself while using it  

and the ergonomic shape 

means it’s comfortable to hold. 

3 A QUICK TURN

Painting a wall is fantastically 

satisfying, but cleaning the 

brushes afterwards can be a 

chore. The answer is to use a 

roller and brush cleaner that 

simply fits onto a drill. Try the 

Dandy Pro Paint Brush and 

Roller Cleaner, £18.99 from 

Amazon, which spins to clean  

in as little as 60 seconds.

4 SQUEAKY CLEAN

A ‘mouse’ sander is a much 

quicker option than relying on 

sandpaper and elbow grease – 

and easier on the hands – and  

it will get into little nooks and 

crannies. Try the Ryobi Corded 

Multi Sander EMS180RV, £46 

from B&Q, for fine finishing  

and paint removing, as well  

as detail sanding.

5 JET POWER 

It’s easy to clean large surfaces 

such as the patio or a fence 

using a pressure washer with a 

brush fitting. They’re also good 

for preparing areas such as a 

wall you’re repainting, as they’ll 

remove dirt and grime. The  

Vax VPW4C PowerWash 3 

Complete, £149.99 from Argos, 

has a long, 10-metre hose and 

six tools that help the water jets 

to cut through hard-to-clean 

surfaces. It also has a detergent 

nozzle for cleaning solutions.  

6 LEVEL BEST 

One of the handiest gadgets you 

can have when doing DIY is a 

spirit level. And now you can get 

SMART LIVING
The latest in clever home technology and the most stylish gadgets around 

‘The May bank holiday is 
an ideal time to crack on 
with big and small DIY 
projects,’ says Kerrie 
Hanafin, author of 
Haynes Women’s Home 
DIY. Here she shares  
her advice on the best 
tools for a swift and 
stylish finish

2

3

5

KERRIE’S
TOP TIP

‘Make a plan to ensure you’ll be 
able to achieve what you want in 
the time you have available, and 

allow a little contingency. There’s 
nothing worse than having to  

go back to work before the 
plumbing is finished and  

the water’s not  
back on!’

1

4

6

7
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l RHS GROW YOUR OWN 

An invaluable iPhone app for 

anyone growing their own 

fruit and veg. It’s packed 

with expert advice from the 

RHS and offers ideas on 

what to plant based on your 

level of expertise, space and 

time available. A calendar will 

help you maintain your crop.

l GARDENING 

REFERENCE GUIDE!

Use this app for iPhone to 

discover useful information 

on how to care for and 

cultivate the flowers and 

plants in your garden. It 

gives the water, soil and 

light requirements for  

more than 1,500 species.  

l BASF WEED ID APP 

If you want to identify a 

particularly persistent weed, 

try this app for iPhone and 

Android, which is a reference 

guide to the major broad-

leaved weeds and grass 

weeds in the UK. It features 

up to 140 species and has 

more than 1,000 images.   

an app on your phone that does 

the job. Make sure pictures, 

shelves and mirrors are straight 

with the Spirit Level app by 

Integrasoft and Carlos Hernandez 

(http://apple.co/20xzmN7) if you 

have an iPhone, or the Bubble 

Level app (http://bit.ly/1PYdL9e)  

if you use an Android device. 

7 MEASURE UP  

No more awkwardly hooking the 

end of a tape measure over an 

edge only to have it ping back 

just as you’re about to read it  

– laser measures are far more 

convenient and accurate. The 

Leica DISTO D2 Laser Distance 

Measurer, £147 from Amazon, 

has a range from 0.05m to 60m 

and accuracy within 1.5mm. It 

can display three measurements 

simultaneously and has a 

calculator function too.  

3 OF A KIND... GARDENING APPS 

8 TUNE IN 

And finally, rather than working 

in silence, get yourself a good 

radio! It makes any DIY day go 

so much faster and helps keep 

you motivated and your work 

rate up. Play BT, £80, is one of 

the latest designs from Roberts 

Radio. With DAB/DAB+/FM  

and small enough to fit in your 

hand, it has a robust body  

that will withstand any knocks 

and bumps while you work.  

You can also connect your 

smartphone, tablet or MP3 

player to the radio via  

Bluetooth and stream your 

personal music collection. 

When it comes to battery life, the 
most sophisticated smart devices 
can be surprisingly disappointing. 
If you regularly find yourself 
frustratingly low on juice when 
you’re out and about, try using  
a portable leather organiser such 
as the leather Knomad design 
from Knomo, £97 from QVC. It 
can hold an iPad Air or iPad Mini 
as well as other essentials such as  
an Android or Apple smartphone, 
credit cards and passport, and has 
a battery pack with two USB ports 
to keep electronics charged.

A clutch such as HALO’s Ladies 
3000 mAh Portable Charger  
with RFID Purse, £27 from QVC 
(right), is a great option too. It 
will charge your electronic 
devices and has a special lining 
that protects your contactless 
payment and travel cards from 
electronic pick-pocketing. 

Alternatively, the MiPow Power 
Tube 3000 portable charger for 
iPhone, £49.99 from Apple (right), 
is sleek enough to slip into your  
handbag and charge your phone 
up to six times before needing to 
be charged itself. It can also be 
used as a selfie stick remote or 
powerpoint slide controller. 

STYLISH  

ON-THE-GO  
CHARGERS 

Above: HALO Ladies 3000 
mAh portable charger. 
Left: The MiPow Power 
Tube 3000

8

LATEST
TREND
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EXACT FIT 
Building from scratch gave one couple the 

chance to create a forever house that will 

adapt easily to their future needs 

WORDS MAIRI MACDONALD  PHOTOGRAPHY DOUGLAS GIBB
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B
uilding a house that perfectly suits our needs would  

appeal to many of us, but for Elaine and Andrew Torrance  

it had added attraction. Andrew, a retired management 

consultant, suffers from rheumatoid arthritis and wanted  

a house that would be right for him now, but easy to alter in the 

future. ‘With rheumatoid arthritis, even basic tasks such as standing, 

bending, climbing stairs and walking are a challenge,’ he says.

He’d lived in the same Victorian terraced house near Kelso in the 

Scottish Borders, with wife Elaine, a social worker manager, for 20 

years, and they both fancied a change. Although they wanted to  

stay in the same area, their priority was to find a warm, light, 

easy-to-maintain house close to local amenities. 

When nothing fitted this criteria, the couple considered building 

from scratch. ‘It was the last thing we wanted to do,’ says Andrew,  

‘but then we heard about a plot of land on the outskirts of the village 

that was about to come on the market and we thought it could work.’

The Torrances’ offer of £95,000 for the land was accepted and  

in the summer of 2008 it became theirs. They immediately put their 

house up for sale. ‘However, it was the wrong time to sell as nothing 

was moving,’ explains Andrew. Unable to finance the build of their 

new house without money from the sale of their home, they used 

the time to find an architect, design the house and apply for  

planning permission. 

After talking to several architects, they employed Keith Renton, 

who specialises in energy-efficient homes. ‘Elaine and I wanted a 

traditional house built in a contemporary way. Keith listened to us 

carefully and came back with a design that incorporated everything 

we needed and more, but which was very different from what we’d 

imagined,’ says Andrew. ‘But 

VILLAGE HOUSE 

Built close to the local 

community, the new 

low-maintenance home 

has lots of space and all 

the eco features Elaine 

and Andrew asked for.  

A Spanish slate roof 

blends in with the local 

buildings. Access to the 

front door is via a porch 

that houses Andrew’s 

mobility scooter, which 

can be recharged via  

an outdoor plug

FLEXIBLE FUTURE

The couple feel 

reassured the house 

will make life easy as 

their health changes
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then any contemporary design was going to seem radical to us – we 

just weren’t used to modern houses. However, after talking to a few 

of Keith’s clients, we became committed to his design.’ 

As the plot had been sold with outline planning permission  

for a four-bedroom house, and the local planning office was  

a great supporter of Keith Renton’s eco houses, consent  

was granted with very few changes.

By the time the couple’s home eventually sold three years later, they 

were in a position to go ahead. ‘We put our furniture into storage and 

moved into a rental house nearby,’ says Andrew. ‘The project was finally 

underway.’ Work started on the foundations in May 2012. Although 

the plot had been sold with services, when it came down to it the 

electrics weren’t suitable for a residential property. Having to bring 

electricity to the house was an unexpected expense, as was the sewage 

pump that the planning office insisted on rather than a septic tank. 

‘The project was growing before our eyes,’ says Andrew. 

To keep costs under control, the couple insisted that if any aspect  

of the build increased, a saving had to be found elsewhere. ‘Our 

message was clear – the house had to come in on budget,’ says 

Andrew, who organised regular project management meetings with 

the architect and builder to discuss progress and problems, review 

costs and set the key timescales for the next stages. 

The main eco features of the house include a super-insulated 

concrete slab for the foundations, triple glazing, a heat recovery  

and ventilation system and high levels of insulation. The air-tight 

building is also positioned to face south west with windows on  

every side except north to maximise solar gain.

Although Andrew is relatively mobile at the moment, the house  

has been designed to accommodate C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

OPEN SPACE 

Focused around the 

woodburning stove  

set under the staircase, 

the living room features 

oak flooring, which  

adds warmth to the 

modern space

‘We used to spend more than £2,500  
a year on oil and now all we pay for is logs for  

the woodburning stove,’ SAYS ANDREW

ADAPTABLE LAYOUT 

Folding doors separate 

the living room and 

study, which has its 

own access to the hall 

and could work as a 

bedroom if needed
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his needs now and in the future. ‘We don’t plan on moving so it had to 

suit both Elaine and me in our retirement,’ says Andrew. With this in 

mind, the inside has easy wheelchair access, and an open-plan living 

room with folding doors that open to a study, which could become  

the main bedroom. In the corner there’s space for a lift shaft. Opposite  

the study is a large wet room. The main hall leads from the front door 

through to the living room with the staircase rising straight up. 

The kitchen and utility room are accessed through the living room 

and directly from the garden. Upstairs are three bedrooms, one with  

an ensuite and a dressing room, a large family bathroom and linen 

cupboard. ‘We have two grown-up sons, so one day we may convert 

the large attic space into rooms they can use when they come to  

stay with their families,’ says Andrew.

The exterior is low-maintenance, finished with silicone render and 

locally sourced Scottish larch, which over time will weather to a striking 

grey, while the windows and doors are timber and triple-glazed with  

a powder-coated aluminium cladding that doesn’t need painting. 

Energy from solar panels on the roof is sent to the national grid  

and generates a small income, which more than covers the cost of  

the electricity used when there’s limited sunshine. ‘We used to spend 

more than £2,500 a year on oil in our old house and now all we  

pay for is the logs for the woodburning stove,’ explains Andrew. 

Including the land, the total build cost was £345,000.

‘We were fortunate to have a brilliant workforce,’ says Andrew.  

‘I found the whole process hard on my health, but living in this 

wonderful house has made a significant difference to me already, and 

it’s reassuring to know it will continue to adapt to our needs.’  HB

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

WIDE CORRIDORS 

The open-plan layout 

makes it easy for Andrew 

to get around

TIMELESS DECOR

Colourful wall tiles 

add interest to the 

simple white Shaker 

kitchen from 

Howdens 

EASY ACCESS

The wet room has 

been designed to 

accommodate a 

wheelchair
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Q & A  A D V I C E

 We also answer 

questions on property 

law, eco design, 

mortgages, gardening, 

architecture, cleaning, 

building, interior design 

and more. Email your 

questions to house.

beautiful@hearst.co.uk, 

post to House Beautiful, 

72 Broadwick Street, 

London W1F 9EP,  

or tweet @HB using 

#asktheexperts

DIY guru Jo Behari suggests simple bank holiday projects to update your home

ASK THE EXPERT

Creating your own Roman blinds is a great, and not 

too challenging, project for a spare evening or bank 

holiday weekend! When choosing your fabric, a stiff 

material is best as it holds its shape more – calico or  

a heavy cotton is ideal. 

You might also want to add a lining, which will stop 

light coming through and provide additional weight. 

The only sewing involved is creating a neat hem on the 

edge of the fabric. But if you aren’t a good sewer, you 

can use iron-on bonding or fabric glue instead. 

Next, fix wooden battens that are about 2cm square 

to the top and bottom of the fabric using glue or Velcro. 

Glue rods of dowelling onto the back at 20cm-30cm 

intervals for each blind segment. Screw eyelets into 

either end of the dowelling rods and the bottom 

batten to create the foundation of the mechanism. 

You’ll need a blind pulley, which you can buy  

from most haberdashers. Fix this to the top batten 

and thread through the eyelets of each dowelling  

rod and round the bottom batten to finish your blind. 

This is a relatively simple process, but you can make 

it even easier by buying Roman blind kits online and 

assemble according to the instructions.

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Make a blind for 

your home

DIY EXPERT
Jo Behari

Championing 

women in  

the home 

improvement 

industry

ABOUT JO

Can I make a Roman blind without sewing?
I’d love to update my bathroom with some Roman blinds, and I’ve heard they can  
be made without a sewing machine. What fabric should I use and how is it done?

● Find more tips in Jo’s 

book, The Girl’s Guide 

to DIY (£12.99, New 

Holland Publishers) 

DIY
SPECIAL
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The first thing to do is clean  

the grout lines as this always 

freshens up a room. Be warned, 

it can be time consuming! 

The best method is to make  

a paste of bicarbonate of soda 

and white vinegar. If you have 

white grout, add a splash of 

bleach. Spread this onto the 

grout lines and leave to soak  

in, preferably overnight if you 

can. Scrub off with warm water 

using an old hard-bristled 

toothbrush. If any stubborn 

stains remain, repeat using a 

more industrial cleaner. HG  

has some fantastic products  

and its grout cleaner will work 

wonders on most stains. 

To tackle the tiles themselves, 

give them a good clean and a 

polish – again I’d recommend 

the HG tile cleaner. You then 

have a number of options. 

Painting them is an obvious 

choice and it will be easy now 

they’re clean.

You could go for the blanket 

approach by painting them all  

in one colour, or you could pick 

out a few tiles to paint, bringing 

colour in subtly. Whatever you 

choose, it’s important to buy 

paint specifically for tiles. 

Ronseal has a great range with 

lots of colours to choose from. 

An alternative to painting  

would be to apply tile stickers, 

which can be a good way to 

bring some pattern into your 

kitchen. Buy stickers that are the 

right size for your tiles so there’ll 

be no cutting to do and the 

grout lines will be clear. They’re 

easy to apply and easy to remove 

if you change your mind! 

Kitchen tile revamp
I have plain white ceramic tiles with a gloss finish  
in my kitchen. They’re looking a bit tired but, rather 
than replacing them, I’d like to see if I could revive 
them somehow. What’s the best way to do this?

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E

Door-fitting is  

an awkward job 

that needs some 

expertise

In all honesty, replacing doors is 

a pretty big job and, especially in 

the case of an old property, it’s 

probably better to seek the help 

of a professional carpenter. 

However, there are a couple 

of things you can do to help  

the process. Go to a reclaimed 

timber yard for your doors, 

where you’ll be able to get help 

in finding doors to roughly fit 

your frames, which will make  

it easier for the carpenter to cut 

them down to size. You can also 

find a great selection of period 

knobs and handles at local 

reclamation yards or online. 

Sourcing these things yourself 

will save you money and enable 

you to maintain the original 

character of the property. 

If you’re still keen to hang the 

doors yourself, it may be worth 

checking out your local college 

for a quick carpentry workshop 

to learn the basics. Door fitting 

does involve lots of measuring 

and chiselling, so it’s worth 

getting help on this one – there 

are few things as annoying as a 

door that won’t close properly!

Replacing 
interior doors
For a long time, we’ve 
been meaning to 
replace the internal 
doors in our house. 
It’s an old building 
and we’re expecting 
to discover some 
sloping levels. Shall 
we attempt to do it 
ourselves?

With time and 

effort you can 

achieve great 

results

Q & A  A D V I C E
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Preparation is 

key for this 

tricky job

When it comes to painting a sash 

window, time and preparation 

are the key factors as rushing will 

leave you with windows that stick. 

Painting can take quite a while 

and windows need to be left open 

to dry, so start early in the day. 

First, sand all the surfaces.  

As there are so many nooks and 

crannies, it’s better to do this  

by hand. Start with a coarse 

sandpaper (around 60/80 grit), 

and work up to a finer texture of 

120. If the windows have been 

painted in the past and the layers 

are really thick, you could apply 

paint stripper such as Nitromors.  

Then clean them thoroughly 

and leave to dry. If they’ve been 

painted before, you won’t need 

a primer or undercoat on the 

inside unless you’re changing 

the colour dramatically. Use an 

undercoat if you’re painting the 

exterior as it will make the finish 

more weatherproof. For the 

inside of the window, start by 

painting the top of the bottom, 

inner sash and then the sides, 

being careful not to put too 

much paint in the runners. Slide 

the window halfway up so you 

can get to the bottom part. Run 

the paint very slightly over the 

glass to form a seal so water 

doesn’t get in. 

Next, repeat the same  

method on the top, outer sash. 

Throughout the process, clean 

the runners of excess paint  

to prevent sticking and, once 

finished, leave to dry with the 

windows slightly open, moving 

them every now and again. 

Once dry, paint the runners.  

If the sash cords are exposed, 

you can either remove them if 

you have experience of doing so,  

or you can use a small brush to 

carefully clean them, taking care 

to wipe off excess paint as you 

go. If you’re painting the outside 

too, make sure you do so safely. 

It’s expensive, but I’d recommend 

hiring a scaffold tower to reach 

the higher floors.

How to paint sash windows
Our wooden sash windows are in need of a first coat of 
paint. I’m worried about damaging them, clogging the 
mechanisms with paint and not being able to open them 
again! Is there a correct technique I can use?

and cornicing, but adding about 

15cm to allow for trimming. 

Multiply the height by the 

number of drops and you’ll get 

the total number of metres you 

need. Standard wallpaper comes 

in rolls of 10m x 53cm, so check 

your rolls and adjust your maths 

if you’re using a wider roll. To 

prevent wastage, you should 

also try to subtract the area of 

the windows and doors. 

When buying wallpaper, 

select from the same batch 

number as there may be slight 

variations in pattern and colour 

in different batches. It’s always 

better to buy more of the same 

batch number in case something 

goes wrong – you can always 

return unused rolls. You might 

want to keep one back in case 

you need it for future repairs. HB 

Measuring up 
for wallpaper
How can I make sure I’ve 
bought the right amount 
of wallpaper?

When measuring anything, I 

always go by the logic ‘measure 

twice, cut once’ – or often in my 

case, measure three times and 

then get someone else to check 

just to make sure! 

To begin, I like to sketch out a 

plan on paper that includes each 

wall measurement. First measure 

the width of the room and divide 

by 53cm, the width of a standard 

roll of wallpaper. This will give you 

the number of drops you need. 

Then measure the height of the 

room, excluding skirting boards 

Sign up for House Beautiful’s free weekly e-newsletter by simply texting HB followed by your email address to 84499  
Texts to this number are charged at your standard network rate, never more. Standard network rates vary depending on your phone provider. By texting into this service you  

are opting in to receive messages from us by email and SMS. You can opt out from SMS by texting STOP to 84499 and from email by clicking ‘unsubscribe’

Allow for the 

pattern repeat 

when making 

your calculations
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1

2

3

Stylish and ecofriendly ideas for your home and wellbeing

LIVING WELL

2 IN DISGUISE

Ikea has created a hardwood worktop  

that doesn’t have a huge impact on the 

environment. With a 3mm layer of solid oak 

mounted onto a particleboard base it looks 

and performs just like the real thing (see 2 and 

main pic, above) and can even be re-sanded 

and varnished. Mollekulla worktop (L186cm 

x D63.5cm x H3.8cm), £130, Ikea

3 RECYCLED RESIN

Quartz worktops made from crushed  

stone, porcelain and glass offer the ultimate 

in sleek, seamless finishes. Silestone has 

developed Eco Line, made from at least 50 

per cent recycled materials and vegetable 

resin. Silestone Eco Line is available in  

14 colours (shown here in Riverbed),  

and starts at £500 a sq metre

1 ENDURING LUXURY

Kitchen designer Roundhouse has started 

working with Spekva, a Dutch company 

whose hardwood manufacturing process 

reduces wood waste while creating a worktop 

stronger than solid timber. Each Spekva 

worktop comes with a fantastic 30-year 

guarantee. From £450 a linear metre. 

Kitchens from £40,000, Roundhouse

The latest longlasting, smart and sustainable worktops for your kitchen
HARD WORKERS
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Nature’s 
plastic
A natural biodegradable 
plastic alternative, made 
from bamboo powder, 
corn starch and rice 
husks, has been used to 
create the Nubu kitchen 
storage range. The small 
storage containers are 
£9.99 each, the bread bin 
is £39.99 and the compost 
caddy £35.99, all Typhoon

Smarter 
showering
The Hydrao learning 
showerhead makes it 
even easier to save water 
thanks to built-in LED 
lights that flash red when 
you’ve used 50 litres – 
more than enough for  
a wash but less than the 
80-litre average for a 
bath. What’s more, the 
showerhead can also 
connect to a smartphone 
app to record your water 
use and savings. It’s  
£67 from hydrao.fr.

GEORGE TSIANTAR 

runs an innovative 

architectural practice 

in Altrincham, 

Cheshire. He reveals 

why architects are 

designing quieter 

buildings, and  

the benefits more 

peace can bring

Reducing noise can help everyone 
in your home feel happier!

SOUND ADVICE 

HEALTHY HOME

Studies show that noise can have an effect  

on a person’s health – a mobile phone ring can 

cause a spike in blood pressure for instance 

– but is it something planners fully consider?

Under the Building Regulations (part E) and 
certain planning laws, architects have a duty to 
consider how noise travels between buildings 
and between rooms in the same building, and  
the proximity of external noise and the internal 
areas of a building. We also need to consider  
the arrangement of rooms, so that noisy areas 
aren’t put too close to quiet ones.  
How is noise categorised?  
Noise between two properties is ‘airborne 
sound’ made from voices, TVs, radios etc. 
There’s also impact noise, for instance from 
footsteps between floors in flats, which requires 
a higher level of sound insulation. But it’s 
important to realise that a low consistent noise 
– a motorway for example – can pollute much 
more than intermittent or incidental noises, 
such as a train passing every hour.
What steps can be taken to reduce noise 

levels inside a house? 

Sound-attenuating fibreglass quilts laid between 
floor joists and above ceilings do a lot to reduce 

airborne sound 
between rooms. Also 
quilt laid between stud walls will help, especially 
if extra-dense plasterboard such as Gyproc 
Soundbloc is then applied. Another way to sound 

insulate is to put fitted wardrobes in bedrooms 

against party walls. Updating from single- to 
double-glazed windows will also have a huge 
impact, keeping both sound and heat within  
the home. Specialist acoustic laminated glass, 
such as Pilkington Optiphon, can ofer excellent 
noise reduction. Installing heavy tight-fitting 
fire doors is another way to make a big 
diference, while impact noise from floors can 
be reduced dramatically with thick carpets and 
even thicker underlay. One major improvement 
that can be made to older houses is to screw 
down floorboards to stop them creaking.
What if you have a noisy teenager? How  

can you stop them driving the neighbours 

mad with their drum kit, for example?

You can apply double layers of dense 
plasterboard to your stud walls and to the 
ceilings to reduce noise travelling. In extreme 
cases you could fit a suspended ceiling hung 
with rubber ties to totally isolate the floor from 
the ceiling, but in that instance it’s best to  
buy the teenager an electronic drum kit with 
headphones instead of an acoustic one – as I did!
If you do just one thing to help reduce 

unwanted noise at home what should it be?

Make sure your washing machine is level and  
on a rubber mat, or invest in a good quality  
totally silent extractor fan for the bathroom.

Visit tsiantar.com. George is also  

an ambassador for Pilkington glass,  

pilkington.com

FAB 
FACTORY

Moduleo’s ecofriendly vinyl 
flooring uses up to 50 per cent 

recyclable material, and the 
company’s wind-powered factory in 

Belgium has saved 13.3 GWh of 
energy – the annual equivalent 

use of more than 2,000 
families. 
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TWITTER TALK
The harvesting of rare 
plants and seeds for food 
and manufacturing must 
be controlled, says Bryony 
Morgan, executive oicer 
at fairwild.org 

@HB We’re used to seeing  

FSC and Fairtrade logos on 

our ethical products, but 

what is FairWild?

@FairWild A scheme designed  

to ensure ingredients – plants, 

fungi and lichen – are sustainably 

harvested from the wild

@HB So are there problems 

with how certain ingredients 

are found and harvested?

@FairWild Many wild species  

are under pressure and demand 

for natural ingredients is rising. 

They’re often collected by the 

poorest members of society

@HB How are you  

tackling this? 

@FairWild Some companies 

aren’t aware they use wild 

ingredients, so we’re raising 

awareness among them

@HB Which wild plants are 

most under threat?

@FairWild Some are shown on 

the IUCN Red List, for example, 

Houpu Magnolia, which is used 

in cosmetics. But many species 

haven’t been assessed yet so the 

situation is unknown

@HB Where will we find  

the FairWild logo in the 

supermarket?

@FairWild On some herbal teas 

– showing that ingredients such 

as liquorice root are sustainably 

harvested and fairly traded

@HB Which product would 

you like to see the FairWild 

logo associated with?

@FairWild This year the first 

products from India’s Western 

Ghats mountains, a UNESCO 

World Heritage site, may reach 

market – a real achievement

Visit fairwild.org  HB

FOR ART’S SAKE
Show of prints and posters with these frames and accessories

POSTER DISPLAY

The Wooden Art Hanger from Todd Jarvis & Co 

is handmade using sustainable ash or sapele 

wood. It’s £30 from notonthehighstreet.com

SHELF EXPRESSION

A simple way to display photos or ornaments, 

the Deep Picture Ledge is made from salvaged 

wood and is priced from £49, West Elm

READY ROLLED

Handmade in Indonesia, this Fairtrade 

frame, £12 from Fresh Cargo, is made with 

folded and rolled recycled paper 

FEATURE WALL

Display cards, postcards or your child’s 

masterpieces on the Umbra Hangit. Forty mini 

pegs hold artworks in place, £20, Umbra 

SEE-THROUGH STYLE

Made with recycled glass, sari fabric and zinc, 

these are ideal for postcards, letters and pressed 

flowers. From £12.95, Decorator’s Notebook

WASTE NOT

This Chocolate Fudge photo frame, £25, Free 

Range Frames, is handmade from reclaimed 

architraving that would otherwise end up in a skip

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

BUYER’S GUIDE

S U S T A I N A B L E  H O M E
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FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE

OUTDOOR TIDY-UP

Donate plant pots and garden 

tools to community centres, 

residential homes or voluntary 

gardening schemes. 

Building materials, tiles, carpet, 

wheelbarrows or lawnmowers, 

either in working order or for parts, 

could find a new home through uk.

freecycle.org or look for local ‘free to 

a good home’ groups on Facebook. 

Donate bikes to re-cycle.org, 

which sends reconditioned models 

to Africa to help people find work. 

Dispose of motor oil and toxic 

chemicals such as weedkiller safely. 

Contact your council’s refuse 

department for advice.

Charities including workaid.org 

and twam.co.uk (Tools with a 

Mission) donate unwanted tools  

to projects here and abroad. 

Have a garage sale – literally. 

PASS IT ON SUPER STORAGE IDEAS

Ever emptied your shed or garage only to lose motivation and 
cram those half-empty paint pots, outgrown bikes and unused 
tools back in again? Here’s how to have a successful clearout…

The home edit
Advice and solutions to create a streamlined home

l Keep smaller 

garden accessories 

in one place with 

this stylish set. 

Sophie’s Sea Green 

gardener’s jar, 

£11.95, Sophie 

Conran

l If you need more shed space, the 

Sentry Garden store shed (179cm x 

78cm) in Putty Grey, £169.99 from 

Homebase, is the answer. Shelving 

and a cubby hole provide storage 

for all sorts of equipment

l This potting table 

incorporates space 

for gardening 

accessories and tools. 

Aldsworth eight-

drawer storage unit, 

£330, Garden Trading

W
O

R
D

S
 J

A
Y

N
E
 D

O
W

L
E
. 
P
R

O
D

U
C

T
 R

E
S
E
A

R
C

H
 A

M
Y

 N
E
A

S
O

N

Wall-mounted 

shelving keeps floor 

space free of clutter. 

Colworth shed 

storage unit, £55, 

Garden Trading

The key to decluttering outside 

spaces is to do it in small chunks, 

advises upcycling expert Alexandra 

Campbell. ‘There’s always an  

excuse to put of spending a whole 

morning clearing the garage or 

shed,’ says Alexandra, whose blog 

themiddlesizedgarden.co.uk deals 

with keeping order outdoors. 

‘There are fewer reasons to put  

of spending 15 minutes on it. I set 

myself short sessions on a regular 

basis – one week it was 15 minutes 

after lunch every day. Just one 

session filled the car boot with  

stuf that needed to go to the tip.’

As decluttering expert Phil 

Gaughan of Clutter Cleared 

identifies, the challenge with 

keeping outbuildings in order is  

that they’re separate from your 

home. ‘Generally sheds and garages 

are at the bottom of the garden or  

down the side of the house,’ says 

Phil. ‘They’re out of sight, but not 

necessarily out of mind. The 

problem becomes two-fold; clearing 

them is one of those jobs we put of, 

but we keep piling more into them.’

Most importantly, clearing out 

your garage and shed can save you 

money. If you can’t find your spade 

or garden chair cushions, chances 

are you’ll end up replacing them. 

‘Also, if you clear it out, think of all 

the space you’ll have in your garage,’ 

says Phil. ‘You could even put your 

car in it and save on car insurance!’



These mouthwatering and nutritious main meal  

recipes make healthy eating a treat

GOURMET
GREENS

COOK’S NOTE

 Serve with soured cream  

or Greek yogurt, sustainably 

sourced caviar (try Mottra 

caviar) and smoked wild 

salmon for a celebration, or 

with roasted tomatoes and  

a large mixed salad for  

lunch or a light supper.

SERVES 4-6

3 medium (850g-900g total)  

   baking potatoes

30g butter

3 heaped tbsp finely  

   shredded sage

1 medium leek (about 150g),  

   trimmed slightly, halved   

   lengthways and thinly sliced

200g Brussels sprouts,  

   trimmed, quartered (or  

   halved if using baby sprouts)  

   and steamed until just tender

1tbsp wholegrain mustard

Sea salt and freshly  

   ground black pepper

1 Preheat the oven to 180°C 

(160°C fan, gas mark 4).

2 Use a small knife to cut a 

cross into each potato, or prick 

a few times with a fork, and 

roast for 1-1½ hours, or until just 

tender. As soon as they’re cool 

enough to handle, scoop out the 

insides and mash with a fork, 

leaving them very lumpy. 

Increase oven temperature to 

220°C (200°C fan, gas mark 7).

3 While the potatoes are 

baking, heat a third of the butter 

in an ovenproof frying pan 

(about 24cm) and fry the sage 

for a minute or two. Add the leek 

and a large pinch of salt, and 

cook over a medium heat until 

tender. Scrape into a large bowl 

and set aside.

4 Increase the heat in the pan, 

add half the remaining butter, 

shake off any excess water from 

the sprouts and sauté until 

nicely browned. Scrape into the 

bowl with the leeks. Add the 

crushed potatoes to the bowl 

with the mustard and some salt 

and pepper and mix well.

5 Heat the remaining butter in 

the pan and, once it’s very hot, 

spoon in the potato mixture (you 

should hear it sizzle) and press it 

down with the back of a large 

spoon until it’s smooth and 

compact. Transfer to the oven 

and bake for 30min, or until the 

edges and top are golden brown 

– cover with foil for the last few 

minutes if it gets too dark on top.

6 Remove from oven and allow 

to cool for at least 5min, before 

using a spatula to loosen the 

cake around the edges and, if 

possible, along the base. Place 

a plate on top and flip it over to 

release. Slice and serve.

Brussels sprout, leek and potato cake
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SERVES 4

450g (1 bunch) asparagus (not  

   the tender or fine version),  

   tough part of stalks removed

2 medium courgettes  

   (300g-350g), sliced diagonally  

   into 1-1.5cm slices

Grapeseed oil, or cooking oil  

   of your choice

30g flaked almonds,  

   toasted in a dry frying  

   pan until golden

FOR THE DRESSING

1 garlic clove

3tbsp extra virgin olive oil

1tbsp tarragon vinegar 

   or cider vinegar

½tsp Dijon mustard

1tbsp finely chopped  

   tarragon leaves

1tbsp finely chopped chives 

1tbsp finely chopped parsley

Coarse sea salt and freshly  

   ground black pepper

1 Steam the asparagus until  

just tender. Refresh under cold 

running water and blot dry with  

a sheet of kitchen paper.

2 Heat a griddle pan until hot,  

then toss the courgette slices  

and asparagus spears in a little 

grapeseed oil. Place on the 

griddle in such a way as to 

achieve the most attractive grill 

pattern, allowing for one turn  

to create a criss-cross effect.

3 Turn each courgette slice 

once, and the asparagus spears 

a couple of times, making sure 

you don’t turn or move the 

vegetables too early, or you may 

not get proper grill marks. A few 

minutes on each side should be 

about right. Set aside and keep 

warm. (Alternatively, you can cook 

the vegetables on a barbecue.)

4 Meanwhile, mash the garlic 

with a pinch of coarse sea salt, 

using a pestle and mortar. 

Scrape into a glass jar, add the 

oil, vinegar and mustard with 

some black pepper, screw the  

lid  on tightly and shake until  

the dressing is mixed well and 

emulsified. Stir in the herbs.

5 Toss the griddled vegetables  

in the dressing and arrange on  

a serving dish. Scatter over all  

the toasted almonds and serve.

Chargrilled courgettes and asparagus with tarragon dressing

COOK’S NOTE

If you can’t find fresh  

tarragon, you could use finely 

chopped fresh marjoram or 

thyme, and add a pinch of 

ground aniseed. You can make 

the dressing and grill the 

vegetables in advance, but  

keep them all separate  

until serving. 

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E



SERVES 2

FOR THE BASE

1 medium cauliflower,  

   florets only 

1 medium egg, lightly beaten

1tsp dried mixed Italian herbs  

   (oregano, marjoram, basil etc)

20g ground almonds

20g finely grated Parmesan  

   cheese (optional)

Sea salt and freshly ground  

   black pepper

FOR THE TOPPING

1 large red onion, peeled  

   and sliced and cut in half  

   through the core

Coconut oil, ghee or high- 

   quality extra virgin olive oil

400g cherry tomatoes,  

   halved

2 garlic cloves, pressed or  

   mashed

200g chard, chopped into  

   small bite-sized pieces (chop  

   stalks separately if thick)

Large handful (about 50g) of  

   pitted Kalamata olives

TO SERVE (OPTIONAL)

Crumbly goat’s cheese 

Chilli olive oil

Grain-free cauliflower ‘pizza’ with chard and olives

COOK’S NOTE

 The steamed cauliflower 

does take a long time to cool 

down, so you could prepare  

it in advance and keep it 

refrigerated until you’re  

ready to use it.

1 Preheat a pizza stone (or 

heavy, flat baking tray) in the 

oven at 220°C (200°fan, gas 

mark 7). Blitz the cauliflower  

in a food processor until it 

resembles couscous, then 

steam in a sieve or steamer 

over a small amount of 

simmering water until tender. 

Allow to cool completely.

2 Spoon the cauliflower into a 

nut milk bag or several layers  

of muslin and squeeze out all 

the liquid. You should end up 

with 200g cauliflower ‘flour’. 

This process can seem 

laborious, but is essential  

to achieve a good result.

3 In a bowl, combine the ‘flour’ 

and the remaining ingredients 

for the base, with a pinch of salt 

and pepper, and mix well. Using 

your hands, press the dough 

onto a large piece of oiled 

baking parchment, to about 

5mm thick. Slide the baking 

parchment onto the hot pizza 

stone or baking tray in the oven 

and bake for 10min. 

4 Remove from the oven, flip 

over and peel off the parchment. 

Return to the oven by sliding 

onto the pizza stone or baking 

sheet directly, then bake for 

another 5min or until golden and 

crispy around the edges.

5 While the base is baking, 

gently cook the onion in a pan 

with some oil or ghee and a 

pinch of salt over a low heat. 

Once soft and translucent,  

turn up the heat to medium  

and add the tomatoes. 

6 When the tomatoes start to 

soften, add the garlic and cook 

for another 2-3min. Add the 

chard and cook until wilted.  

Stir in the olives, remove from 

the heat and keep warm.

7 When the base is cooked, 

remove from the oven and allow 

to stand for a couple of minutes 

before topping with the chard 

mixture. Sprinkle on crumbly 

cheese and chilli oil, if using.
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COOK’S NOTE

If you can only find 

whole ancho chillies, 

grind them to a powder in 

a spice grinder or strong 

blender, or use a sharp 

knife to chop finely. 

Scallops with fennel relish and chunky parsnip mash
SERVES 2 (OR 4 AS A STARTER)

300g-350g (about 4) parsnips,  

   trimmed and roughly chopped

Handful of lamb’s lettuce  

   (mâche), roughly chopped

Glug of extra virgin  

   olive oil 

Good grating of nutmeg 

Butter, for frying

8 scallops

FOR THE RELISH

1 fennel bulb (360g-380g), stalks  

   discarded and fronds  

   reserved for garnish

2tbsp extra virgin olive oil

2tbsp finely chopped red onion

1-2tsp ancho chilli powder (see  

   cook’s note)

1 large ripe, but not too soft,  

   pear (about 200g), peeled  

   and diced

3tbsp tangerine juice (from  

   1 tangerine)

3tbsp orange juice (about  

   ½ a large orange)

1tbsp lime juice (from 1 lime)

2tbsp very finely chopped  

   mixture of dill, coriander  

   and/or parsley

Sea salt and freshly ground  

   black pepper

1 For the relish, peel the outer 

layer of the fennel bulb using a 

vegetable swivel peeler to get rid 

of any tough, stringy bits, then 

separate the layers and cut into 

small dice. Heat the olive oil in  

a pan and gently fry the diced 

fennel and chopped onion with  

a pinch of salt until soft. Add the 

chilli powder (or chopped chillies) 

and fry for a further 1-2min.

2 Add the pear and all the citrus 

juices and simmer over a medium 

heat, stirring regularly, until the 

juices have reduced to give a 

concentrated relish. Season with 

salt and pepper and stir in the 

fresh herbs. Set aside.

3 Meanwhile, cook the parsnips in 

a little water until tender, then drain 

and mash using a potato masher. 

Stir in the chopped lamb’s lettuce, 

olive oil, nutmeg and some salt, 

then cover and keep warm.

4 Heat a knob of butter in a 

cast-iron or other heavy-based 

frying pan over a medium-high 

heat until frothy. Season the 

scallops with salt and black 

pepper before placing in the hot 

pan. Fry for 1-2min, then turn 

them over, reduce the heat a little 

and cook for a further 1-3min, 

depending on their size, or until 

just cooked. Take care not to 

overcook them.

5 Serve the fried scallops on a 

mound of parsnip mash, topped 

with the fennel relish.

D E L I C I O U S  F O O D

C O N T I N U E D  O V E R  P A G E



SERVES 4

A little olive or coconut oil,  

   or butter

1 leek, trimmed, sliced in  

   half lengthways and sliced  

   across into half-moons

2 celery stalks, trimmed  

   and roughly chopped

2 medium onions (about 200g),  

   roughly chopped

2 large garlic cloves,  

   roughly chopped

2 large potatoes (about  

   400g), peeled and cut  

   into medium dice

1 litre fish or vegetable stock 

125ml dry white wine  

   (or extra stock)

1tsp fennel seeds, toasted in a  

   dry frying pan for 1-2min until  

   fragrant, then finely ground

2 bay leaves

300g (1 medium bunch) spring  

   or collard greens, very finely  

   shredded

300g undyed smoked haddock  

   fillet, cut into bite-sized pieces

Sea salt and freshly ground  

   black pepper

FOR THE WATERCRESS 

SNOW

100g watercress

60g almonds, toasted in a hot  

   oven for 7-8min (reserve  

   half for garnish)

Squeeze of lemon juice

1 garlic clove, finely chopped

Pinch each of sea salt and  

   freshly ground black pepper

1-2tbsp extra virgin olive oil

1 In a small food processor,  

blitz all the watercress snow 

ingredients, except the olive oil. 

Scrape down the sides a few 

times, then stir in the olive oil 

until it just reaches a sauce-like 

consistency. Transfer the mixture 

to a flat, shallow container and 

place in the freezer for a 

minimum of 6 hours.

2 When you’re ready to make 

the soup, heat the oil or butter 

in a large saucepan over a 

medium heat. Add the leek, 

celery, onions and garlic with  

a pinch of salt and sweat until 

soft and translucent. Add the 

potatoes and cook a little 

Spring greens and 
smoked haddock 
soup with 
watercress snow

COOK’S NOTE

The watercress snow 

makes enough to serve 8, but 

the extra will keep well in the 

freezer for at least a couple of 

months. You’ll need to make it 

the day before, to allow for  

freezing time. 

longer, resisting the urge to stir.

3 Add the stock, wine, ground 

fennel seeds and bay leaves, 

and bring to the boil. Reduce 

the heat and simmer for about 

20min with the lid ajar until the 

potatoes are tender.

4 Remove the bay leaves and 

blend the soup until smooth. 

Add salt and pepper to taste, 

and a little hot water if it’s too 

thick. Return the soup to the 

pan and stir in the greens. 

Simmer until tender, then either 

remove half the soup and blend 

again or use a stick blender to 

partially blend the soup in the 

pan; you want a smooth soup 

with bits of greens to chew on.

5 Add the fish and simmer for  

a few minutes until it’s cooked 

through or flaky. Be careful not 

to overcook it, as it will become 

dry and stringy.

6 While the fish is cooking, 

remove the watercress snow 

from the freezer and cut half into 

chunks (return the rest to the 

freezer for another occasion). 

Process the chunks in a blender 

to make a frozen powder or use 

a sharp knife to chop it up.

7 Serve the soup hot with a 

generous amount of watercress 

snow and the reserved toasted, 

chopped almonds.  HB

Recipes taken 

from Good Better 

Green by Zita 

Steyn (£16.99, 

Quadrille), with 

photography  

by Nassima 

Rothacker.
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HOME COMFORTS
Stylish living ideas

SLEEP BEAUTIFULLY WITH HYPNOS 
Luxury bed manufacturer Hypnos has been making beautiful made-to-measure beds in the UK for over 100 years, combining 

traditional skills with innovation, style, and using only the finest natural and sustainable materials available. 

Internationally renowned as the leading specialists in producing handcrafted, sumptuous pocket spring beds, Hypnos believes in 

quality, comfort and detailed hand tailoring above all else, helping you to get a beautiful night’s sleep. 

Proud holders of a Royal Warrant, Hypnos specialises in creating bespoke beds tailored to your personal comfort level, size, shape 

and taste, meaning you can create a supremely stylish and comfortable bed that will allow you to wake up feeling refreshed. 

To find your dream bed, visit www.hypnosbeds.com

COCO JACKET 
Our interpretation of the classic COCO jacket 

includes the boxy shape but we added some 

design features of our own.

Readers offer: enter code: READ2016 and 

receive 10% discount. Available from our 

online store www.originalblues.uk or phone 

on 020 8813 7766.

NATIONWIDE
Enjoy outdoor living all year round with a 

stunning Contemporary Veranda. Nationwide 

offers a selection of frames, as well as a choice 

of either a glass or polycarbonate roof. 

Combine your Veranda with heating, lighting or 

even sliding glass doors so that no matter the 

season, you may relax in comfort come rain or 

shine. Each Veranda has a five year guarantee 

and is fitted by fully qualified Nationwide 

Veranda installers.

Nationwide is currently holding a Spring Sale, 

with discounts of up to 25%. To request a free 

brochure visit Nationwideltd.co.uk or call 

0800 179 9628.

FLOOR 
FRIENDLY…
The SEBO automatic X4 Pet 

Boost takes the hard work 

out of housework. Easy to 

use, its computer control 

system automatically 

ensures optimum 

performance, whilst a 

unique boost button gives 

more intensive cleaning for 

stubborn fibre and pet hair. 

It goes flat to clean under 

furniture and comes with 

an instant use wand, 

extra-long hose system 

and mini turbo brush. An 

odour filter ensures that 

even smells cannot escape 

from this high quality 

cleaning machine. Made 

in Germany it is backed by 

a free five year guarantee.  

Call 01494 465533 or 

visit www.sebo.co.uk
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ON HAND

With a one-click detachable handle, this  

set goes from hob to oven and the table 

with ease. It saves space too. Tefal Ingenio 

three-piece set, £40 from Argos

MIX IT UP

Not only does the Chef’n Emulstir dressing 

mixer, £18.50 from Selfridges, mix salad 

dressings smoothly and evenly, it can also  

be used to store them in the fridge 

SIDE ORDER

With their gently dipped edges to rest a spoon 

on, these Porcelain Folded Apple bowls with 

spoon by Sue Weston, £27 from Thanda,  

are perfect for serving vegetable sides 

NEAT HEAT

A double layer of tin on this Large Heat 

Diffuser, £10.97 from Lakeland, prevents 

food from burning, sticking or boiling over 

when simmering on the hob

QUICK MASH

Prepare light and fluffy mash from all 

types of vegetables with the Masha, 

£34.99 from The A Range, which 

features a special aerator blade

These handy gadgets will 
help you on your way to 

eating five a day 

Clever
PREP

STONE BAKED

Achieve that perfectly crispy base 

every time with the Judge 33cm Pizza 

Stone, £14.50 from Harts of Stur, 

complete with serving rack

EASY PEEL

The stainless-steel blade on the classic 

 Oxo Good Grips Swivel Peeler, £4.99  

from John Lewis, will easily get to grips 

with your vegetables

SMOOTH OPERATOR

Dry out a cauliflower pizza base (see our 

cookery pages for recipe) with the Kilner 

Muslin Square, £1.99 from Robert Dyas. It can 

also be used to strain preserves and jams

FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY PAGE
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PULLMAN EDITIONS
Pullman Editions designs striking original 

limited-edition posters that capture the enduring 

appeal of Art Deco. Their newly-commissioned 

posters feature glamorous winter sports and 

summer resorts around the world, as well as the 

world’s greatest historic automobiles.

Over 100 designs available to view and buy 

online at www.pullmaneditions.com

Priced at £395 each.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T  F E A T U R E

IDEAS FOR MAY
Finishing touches for your home

JOY HOME BOUTIQUE
An exciting new home accessory website with 

a passion for beautiful interiors offering a 

vibrant and inspiring range of home 

accessories that brings joy to your home and 

helps you to create the home you’ve always 

dreamt of. Joy Home Boutique provides a 

range of inspiring brands such as Voyage 

Maison, Bronte by Moon and Bloomingville as 

well as offering British made home 

accessories from individual artists and makers.  

For more information call 0333 355 1474 or 

visit www.joyhomeboutique.co.uk

SHADOWBRIGHT
Shadowbright 

make lampshades 

by hand using 

traditional 

methods. 

This includes 

traditional hand 

stitched 

lampshades 

made from 

beautiful high 

quality fabrics 

such as Liberty 

(as pictured here). 

Shadowbright 

also make 

contemporary 

lampshades in a 

wide range of 

stunning fabrics 

to complement 

the décor in your home. Custom order carried 

out at reasonable prices. A wide range of 

shapes and sizes of shades are available. Visit 

the website at www.shadowbright.co.uk 

and use code HOUSE10 for a 10% discount on 

your first order.

SWOON EDITIONS
Swoon Editions is an online furniture brand that 

enables people to buy beautifully handcrafted 

furniture at honest, reasonable prices. The 

made-to-order Winston armchair, shown here in 

Granite velvet and dark beech, is a modern update 

on the iconic chesterfield. Every detail was pored 

over, from the exaggerated scrolled arms to the 

feather-filled cushions. Available in two sizes and 

22 sumptuous textiles – from £649 including 

delivery. Readers also save £20 on orders over £200 

with voucher code HOUSEBEAUTIFUL. To order, go 

to swooneditions.com/housebeautiful or call 

020 3137 2464. Offer expires on 05.05.16.

“CHANCES ARE” - OIA, 
SANTORINI, GREECE 
Joelle Joy is a fine art photographer, 

specialising in three-panel canvas art. 

She creates unique home décor by 

capturing nature from exotic locales. 

A large variety of her affordable 

original art is available to ship 

worldwide, including many statement 

pieces to fit your home or business. 

To purchase art or learn more about 

her photography, contact her at 

www.joellejoy.com or visit 

www.joellejoy.etsy.com

MARBLE AND MINT
Personally sourced colourful and quirky vintage 

Berber rugs and Moroccan homewares. 

We also offer a collection of newly woven Beni 

Ouarain rugs, and can provide a custom

made service for these. 

We have a vast range of rugs available to us in 

Marrakech, if there is something special you 

are looking for please get in touch, we would 

love to hear from you!

info@marbleandmint.co.uk

0044 (0)7746 727536

www.marbleandmint.co.uk
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Home Directory

Live life in luxury.

www.buttonandsprung.com

03333 201 801 To view our entire range or to order your free colour brochure 

call 01443 771222 or visit www.thomaslloyd.com

Great British

Furniture Makers of Fine Leather Furniture

for Generations

● British Standard tested and approved  ● Made in our own

UK factory  ● Direct from the factory prices  ● 21 day 

money-back promise  ● 2 year guarantee

CHESTERFIELD 3 SEATER SOFA

WAS £1299 - NOW ONLY £899

Madrid-
sofa was

£369 - 
now only 

£269
SOFAS & CHAIRS DIRECT

For a free brochure call 01685 844944
or visit www.oakridgedirect.co.uk

CONTEMPORARY SOFAS DIRECT FROM
THE MANUFACTURER

www.trulylovelycandles.co.uk

07801 801975 

HOME INTEREST
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The Foxham Sofa/Sofa Bed in Textured Linen Magnesium

Sofa Beds | Sofas | Beds

Call us on 0845 468 0577 or visit willowandhall.co.uk

Luxury 14cm deep
mattresses on all

our sofa beds

Over 35 years
of quality British
craftsmanship

Extensive fabric
and customisation

options

Exceptional value 
compared to the

high street

www.kirkdale.co.uk
FOR A FREE BROCHURE CALL 01495 243999

Woburn 3 seater sofa was £599 - NOW ONLY £449

by 

No risk 21 day moneyback home trial  . 5 year hardwood frame guarantee

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

For a free colour brochure call 01495 244226 or visit www.sofasofa.co.uk

GREAT BRITISH SOFAS

FLORENCE

3 seater sofa

was £1099 - 

now £799

SUBSCRIBE TO ONE OF OUR
TOP-SELLING MAGAZINES

VISIT

www.hearstmagazines.co.uk
OR CALL

0844 848 1601
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MYLLBANK

BOARDING

CATTERY

A family run establishment
located in the peaceful

countryside just off junction
10 ( M20). Grooming and
special dietry requirements

can be catered for.
competitive rates.

www.myllbankcattery.co.uk

01233 732284

ALBION
Request your brochure on: 01255 831605

or go to: www.albionbathco.com

What makes an Albion bath unique?
Our exclusive bath material creates a diference you can feel....

Leicestershire - London

WHATWE DO IS SIMPLE –WE BUYCANCELLED FURNITURE ORDERS,

OVERRUNSAND RETURNED PRODUCTS FROM THE LEADING

HIGH STREET STORES – ANDALL SOLD ...

... UPTO 60% OFFTHE RETAIL PRICE.

DEFINITELYWORTHALOOK IN STOREAND ONLINE!

SEE IT, LIKE IT, BUY IT, TAKE ITWAYTHE SAME DAY (or we can arrange delivery)

www.trade-secret.co.uk

BATHROOMS

SERVICES BEDS & BEDDING
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#LETSMAKEADIFFERENCE

T H E  N E P A L  E A R T H Q U A K E  A P P E A L  S C A R F  P R O J E C T

printedandco.co.uk
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8A COLLECTION OF DIGITALLY 

PRINTED SILK SCARVES
DESIGNED AND PRODUCED IN

 SC
OT
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ND N E P A L 

EARTHQUAKE 
A P P E A L

ALL PROFITS
GO STRAIGHT

DE
C

TO THE

200
Years
British
CRAFTSMANSHIP

Lighting the way it should be...

www.darlighting.co.uk
sales@darlighting.co.uk | 01295 672200   där

®

Interior design service and online shop

www.hilowinterior.com

WANTED: Explorers to cook in acid, 

eat dirt, invent cheese and map poo. 

Change the way your kids think about 

food forever. Hardback & eBook out now.

www.missionexplore.net

FOOD 
KATHARINE 

DAVIES 

PHOTOGRAPHY
Based in Sherborne, Dorset. 

Specialising in natural reportage, 
lifestyle and portrait photography. 

01935 813374

info@katharinedaviesphotography.co.uk

www.katharinedaviesgraphy.co.uk

LAMPS & LIGHTING

INTERIOR DESIGN

GIFTS

BLINDS & SHUTTERS

*T’s & C’s apply.

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR  
CALL 0800 587 6438 OR VISIT HILLARYS.CO.UK

up to  *

You’ll love what we do

Carpets  I  Blinds  I  Curtains  I Shutters
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COVELLI TENNANT

Vintage Textiles & 
Bespoke Upholstery

07855 256 007

07971 043 916
www.covellitennant.com

Presentation 
Skills 

Expert coaching 

from a leading 

presenter on a 

dynamic approach 

to the skills and 

techniques that really 

make the difference

www.rossedmonds.com

www.performancedialogue.com

www.imageprofessional.co.uk
CALL 01273 494396 NOW

Train to be an Image
Consultant & Personal
Shopper with leading
industry experts
Image Professional™

Do You Love Style& Fashion?

Start earning money doing a
job you’ll love...

• Wide range of bespoke designs available

• Huge choice of frame colours & weatherproof finishes

• Manufactured in all shapes & sizes to suit your home

•  Our glass verandas can be converted into an open  
glass room at any time

• Optional energy efficient heating & lighting

• Professionally installed by skilled craftsmen

• 10 year guarantee

ENJOY YOUR 
GARDEN ALL 
YEAR ROUND
WITH A GLASS 

VERANDA FROM

20%OFF
*

SALEUP 
TO

CALL US TODAY FOR A
FREE BROCHURE AND NO 
OBLIGATION QUOTATION

QUOTING HB07/04

edenverandas.co.uk

0800 107 2727

*Correct at time of printing, please see website for latest offers. Terms & conditions apply. 

“Top quality reasonably priced!”

Curtains, blinds and pelmets etc

made to measure & installed.

Thousands of fabrics, poles etc.

Call now for a home visit by a

professional Interior Designer

0208 688 6282 01372 723 640

Croydon Epsom

fabricworldlondon.co.uk• Redesign your own home

or start a new career

• Expert tutors

• Recognised qualiications

Free info 0800 378 281

or 01409 220 415

Or email info@regentacademy.com

www.regentacademy.com

Interior Design
Home-study courses

Large stocks of designer fabrics at competitive 
prices with a bespoke curtain making service. 

55 Church Street, Malvern, Worcestershire, WR14 2AA

01684 573635, 
www.gordonsmithmalvern.co.uk

Pimpernel Aubergine/Olive 224491

020 7403 7368        www.whirlygig.biz

Garden Design
Landscaping

Whirlygig

Come and cook!
020 7439 5500 

www.goodhousekeeping.co.uk/
institute/cookery-school

CONSERVATORIES

COURSES

GARDENS

SOFT FURNISHINGS
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How to Become a
Successful Writer!

Your 

Photo

Here

If you’ve ever fancied being a writer but don’t

know where to start – here’s the answer. For the

past twenty-seven years The Writers Bureau

has been running a home-study Creative

Writing course that teaches ordinary people

how to write, get published and earn an extra

income. 

‘Most people can be taught to write for

publication,’ claims Susan Busby, Head of

Britain’s largest writing college, ‘as long as they

want to write, are willing to learn and put in the

time and effort required. Our students prove that.

They come from all walks of life and have very

different educational backgrounds. Yet, after

studying with us many will see their name in print

for the first time.’

The Creative Writing course offered by The Writers

Bureau covers all genres – articles, short stories,

novels, books, scripts etc. so students get a chance

to explore all types of writing to find where their

interests and talents lie. 

Students also receive individual, personal tuition

from a professional writer who gives guidance on

style, technique and marketing.

‘The course gives a student confidence in their

work and the know-how to increase their chances

www.writersbureau.com

Freepost RSSK-JZAC-JCJG

The Writers Bureau
Dept JM7416
Manchester M3 1LE

Freephone 0800 856 2008

of publication,’ explains Susan. ‘Unfortunately,

the untrained writer is more likely to have

their work returned to them, not because they

can’t write, but because they haven’t followed

the rules of the publishing world. And that, in a

large part, is what we teach – how to make your

work acceptable to those who will pay for it.’

The college also provides a whole support

system to novice writers that includes their

tutors, their advisors, free resources and chance

to converse with other writing students on their

website.

The Writers Bureau is so confident in the

training and support it provides that they give

an amazing money back guarantee – if a student

doesn’t earn their fees back through published

writing by the end of their course the college

will refund them in full. Plus, the course comes

on 15-day trial so you can see for yourself the

quality of the training on offer.

To find out more about how The Writers Bureau

can help you become a successful, published

writer contact them for a free prospectus:

0800 856 2008

www.writersbureau.com 

Why Not Be A Writer?
First-class home-study course gets you a flying start. Earn
while you learn. Expert tutors, personal guidance, help to sell
your writing and much more! It’s ideal for beginners.
Details free. No cost. No obligation. Send the coupon, call
or click NOW!

www.facebook.com/writersbureau

www.twitter.com/writersbureau

Members of BILD 
and ABCC

email: 16W1@writersbureau.com  
Please include your name and address

Name .........................................................................................................
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)

Address .....................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................

Email ........................................................................................................

Postcode

by Marian Ashcroft

Writers
Bureau

Years of
Success27

Rachael Dove  “I won the 2015 Flirty Fiction Prima
Magazine and Mills and Boon competition. The prize
was £500, a three page feature in the magazine and the
chance to work with Mills and Boon on my book. 

“Also I have three stories in three anthologies with other
authors – we’ve raised almost £2,000 for cancer
charities”

Katherine Kavanagh  “I have been publishing my
own niche website for circus critique. This work has led
to recognition in my field, with work offers ranging from
writing book reviews for scholarly journals to running
master classes for young people. I have had two paid
writing residencies at festivals this year and have been
employed to write tweets. Payments total £2575, plus
expenses for travel, tickets to events and payments in
kind in the form of review copy books.”

Please Quote

JM7416

3 WAYS
TO BUY

quality & value

feel good furniture

ONLINEPHONESHOWROOM

cyan.co.uk | 020 8655 6240
Unit 8 Gateway Business Park Station Approach Coulsdon Surrey CR5 2NS

Showroom Open Monday - Friday: 9am-5pm • Fast Nationwide DeliveryCS164 £404.99

LT602 £189.99
includes free cushion

LT604 £214.99
with wheels & free cushion

CS221 £714.99
excludes parasol & cushions

LT176 £220.00
includes free cushion

Cushions & Parasol sold separately unless otherwise stated. All items except Sun Lounger delivered assembled for your enjoyment. Prices include VAT but exclude delivery.

Sustainably Sourced

Grade A Teak &

Woven Furniture

GENERAL INTEREST
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WHERE TO BUY 
Building Living Space 020 8892 
1121; buildinglivingspace.com 

Cabbages & Roses 020 7352 
7333; cabbagesandroses.com 

Carpetright 0330 333 3444; 
carpetright.co.uk
Casamance 0844 369 0104; 
casamance.com 
Cate Parr cateparr.co.uk
Chalkboards UK 01384 445844; 
chalkboardsuk.co.uk
Clarke & Clarke 01706 242010; 
clarke-clarke.co.uk 
clippings.com 020 7060 7422
Cloudberry Living 0330 123 3301; 
cloudberryliving.co.uk 
Clutter Cleared 01226 792080; 
cluttercleared.co.uk
Coast New Zealand 
coastnewzealand.com
Cole & Son 020 7376 4628;  
cole-and-son.com
Conran Shop (The) 0844 848 
4000; conranshop.co.uk 
Content by Terence Conran  
020 8150 8380; 
contentbyterenceconran.com 
Cotterell & Co cotterellandco.com
Cox & Cox 0844 858 0734; 
coxandcox.co.uk
CP&J Baker 01202 266700; 
cpjbaker.co.uk
CTD Tiles ctdtiles.co.uk
Cuckooland 01305 231231; 
cuckooland.com
Cult Furniture 020 8185 6960; 
cultfurniture.com 
Currys 0344 561 0000; currys.co.uk 

Dar Lighting darlighting.co.uk
Debenhams 0844 561 6161; 

debenhams.com
Decorator’s Notebook 0774 828 
4474; decoratorsnotebook.co.uk
Denby 01773 740899; denby.co.uk
Design Vintage 01273 558675; 
designvintage.co.uk 
Discount Rangecookers 
discountrangecookers.co.uk
Dobbies 0131 561 6406;  
dobbies.com 
Dormy House (The) 01264 
365808; thedormyhouse.com 
Dowsing & Reynolds 0113 
8199985; dowsingandreynolds.com
Dulux 0333 222 7171; dulux.co.uk 
Dunelm 0345 165 6565; dunelm.com
Dwell 0845 675 9090; dwell.co.uk 

EBay 0843 506 8868; ebay.co.uk
Eico Paints  

0845 073 9432; eico.co.uk  
Emanuel’s emanuels.co.uk
Etsy etsy.com 
Evermade evermade.com

Fable 0845 6030 861;  
yourfable.com

Farrow & Ball 01202 876141; 
farrow-ball.com
Feather & Black 01243 380600; 
featherandblack.com
Ferm Living 00 45 7022 7523; 
fermliving.com
Fired Earth 0845 293 8798; 
firedearth.com 

Flooring First 020 8830 9782; 
flooringfirst.co.uk
Floors of Stone 01509 234000; 
floorsofstone.com
Free Range Frames 
freerangeframes.co.uk
Fresh Cargo freshcargo.co.uk
Funky Rugs 0845 838 7816; 
funkyrugs.co.uk
furnish.co.uk 0345 544 4044
Furniture Village 0800 804 8879; 
furniturevillage.co.uk

Garden Trading 0845 608 4448; 
gardentrading.co.uk 

Gas Superstore (The) 
thegassuperstore.co.uk 
George Home 0800 952 3003; 
george.com 
Graham & Brown 0800 328 8452; 
grahambrown.com/uk
Graham and Green 020 8987 
3700; grahamandgreen.co.uk 
Grohe 0871 200 3414; grohe.co.uk 

H&M 0344 736 9000; hm.com/gb
Habitat 0344 499 1111; 

habitat.co.uk
Hammonds 0800 021 4360; 
hammonds-uk.com
Harlequin 0845 123 6815; 
harlequin.uk.com
Harts of Stur 0800 371 355; 
hartsofstur.com
Harvey Jones 0800 389 6938; 
harveyjones.com 
Hay hay.dk
Heal’s 020 7896 7451; heals.com
Hema hemashop.com/gb
HG 01206 822744; uk.hg.eu
Hillarys 0800 916 6524; hillarys.co.uk
Hinges & Brackets 
hingesandbrackets.co.uk
Holly’s House 020 7736 2222; 
hollys-house.com
Home Barn 01628 474011; 
homebarnshop.co.uk 
Homebase 0345 077 8888; 
homebase.co.uk
HomeSense 01923 473561; 
homesense.com
Hotpoint 0330 134 7405;  
hotpoint.co.uk 
House of Fraser 0345 602 1073; 
houseoffraser.co.uk
Houseology 0330 363 0330; 
houseology.com

Iconic Interiors  
iconicinteriors.com

Idyll Home 01270 812717; 
idyllhome.co.uk 
Ikea 020 3645 0000; ikea.co.uk

Jane Churchill  020 7318 6000; 
janechurchill.com

John Lewis 0345 604 9049; 
johnlewis.com
Jordan’s Wood Flooring 020 
8944 9710; jordanwoodfloors.co.uk
Joy Interiors 0797 166 3753; 
joyinteriors.co.uk 

Kartell kartell.com
Kate Farley katefarley.co.uk

Keith Renton keithrentonarchitect.
co.uk; 01361 810271
Kent Tile Centre kenttilecentre.co.uk

Kiki Voltaire 0794 661 8907;
kikivoltaire.com
Kitchens International 
kitchensinternational.co.uk
Kitty McCall kittymccall.com 
Konig Colours 01280 847166; 
konigcolours.co.uk
Korla 020 7603 7498; korlahome.com 

Lakeland 01539 488100; 
lakeland.co.uk 

Laura Ashley 0333 200 8009; 
lauraashley.com
Lexington 00 46 8 54 55 58 00; 
lexingtoncompany.com 
Lilly Loray 01788 486001;  
lillyloray.com
LinenMe 020 8133 3853;  
linenme.com 
Little Greene 020 7935 8844; 
littlegreene.com
Loaf 0845 468 0697; loaf.com
LSA International  
lsa-international.com 
Luma 020 8748 2264; lumadirect.com 
Luxury Stone luxurystoneltd.co.uk

Made 0344 257 1888; made.com
Maison Artefact 

maisonartefact.com
Marks & Spencer 0333 014 8000; 
marksandspencer.com
Matalan 0333 004 4444; matalan.co.uk
Max Inc 0797 312 1879; maxinc.co.uk
MiaFleur 0116 298 6393; miafleur.com 
Miele 0330 160 6600; miele.co.uk 
Mini Moderns minimoderns.com
MissPrint 01277 350581;  
missprint.co.uk 
Moduleo moduelo.co.uk 
Murmur 0333 200 7331; 
bedeckhome.com

National Trust Shop  
shop.nationaltrust.org.uk

Native & Co 020 7243 0418; 
nativeandco.com
Neptune 01793 427450;  
neptune.com

50 Degrees North 020 8744 2337; 
50degrees.co.uk

A Range (The) 0345 467 6743; 
thearange.co.uk

Abbott & Boyd 020 7351 9985; 
abbottandboyd.co.uk
Abigail Borg 0779 303 3922; 
abigailborg.co.uk 
Abode 01226 283434; 
abodedesigns.co.uk
Aga Twyford 01568 611124; 
twyford-cookers.com 
Alessi 00 800 22 88 28 28; alessi.co.uk 
Alexander & Pearl 020 8508 
0411; alexanderandpearl.co.uk 
Amara 0800 587 7645; amara.com 
Amazon amazon.co.uk
Another Country 020 7486 3251; 
anothercountry.com
Anthropologie 00800 0026 8476; 
anthropologie.eu
Apple 0800 039 1010; apple.com/uk 
Appliance House  
appliancehouse.co.uk
Argos 0345 640 3030; argos.co.uk
art.co.uk 020 8435 6556
At No 67 Concept Store 0751  
857 5580; atnumber67.co.uk
Atlantic Shopping 0121 230 1644; 
atlanticshopping.co.uk 

B&Q 0333 014 3098; diy.com
Barker & Stonehouse 0333 

920 6705; barkerandstonehouse.co.uk 
Beccy Marshall at Sandpiper 
Gallery 01736 732441; 
sandpipergallery.co.uk
Belling 0844 815 3746; belling.co.uk
Benjamin Moore 01753 575756;
benjaminmoorepaint.co.uk
BHS 0344 411 6000; bhs.co.uk
Black By Design 01889 502716; 
black-by-design.co.uk
BoConcept 00 45 7013 1366; 
boconcept.co.uk
Bold & Noble 01462 339011; 
boldandnoble.com
Bosch 0844 892 8979; 
boschappliances.co.uk 
Branksome China 01993 882251; 
branksomechina.com
Britannia Living 0844 463 9705; 
britannialiving.co.uk 
British Blanket Co (The) 
thebritishblanketcompany.com
British Standard by Plain 
English 020 7870 7688; 
britishstandardcupboards.co.uk 
Broste brostecopenhagen.com

P22
Naturally stylish

P81
Bright ideas



House Beautiful MAY 2016 193

COMING NEXT MONTH

A RIGHT 
ROYAL TREAT!

June issue ON SALE 5 MAY

CELEBRATE 
DECADES OF DESIGN

AMAZING READER HOMES
STUNNING ROOMS 

TRANSFORMED

FREE MAGAZINE
CREATE MORE SPACE  

IN EVERY ROOM 

Neville Johnson 0161 873 8333; 
nevillejohnson.co.uk
Next 0333 777 8000; next.co.uk
Nitromors from Homebase
Nkuku 01803 866847; nkuku.com
Nordic House 01872 223220; 
nordichouse.co.uk
Northlight Homestore 01235 
848192; northlighthomestore.com 
Northwood 020 7833 2000; 
northwoodhome.co.uk
notonthehighstreet.com  
0345 259 1359 

Octopus octopusbooks.co.uk
Oliver Bonas 020 8974 0110; 

oliverbonas.com
Olli Ella 020 7713 8668; olliella.com 
Original BTC 010993 882251; 
originalbtc.com
Out There Interiors 020 8099 
7443; outthereinteriors.com 
Oxo 0114 242 0405; oxouk.com

Paperchase 020 7467 6200; 
paperchase.co.uk

Peony & Sage 01289 388650; 
peonyandsage.com
Persephone Books 020 7242 
9292; persephonebooks.co.uk
Plum & Ashby 020 8988 5222; 
plumandashby.co.uk 
Pooky 020 7351 3003; pooky.com
Present & Correct 020 7278 
2460; presentandcorrect.com

Quince Living quinceliving.co.uk
QVC 0800 514131; qvcuk.com 

Range Cooker King 
rangecookerking.co.uk

Re 01434 634567; re-foundobjects.com 
Red Candy 0121 224 7728; 
redcandy.co.uk
REM Associates rem-associates.co.uk
Richard Rose Furniture and 
Kitchens richardrosefurniture.co.uk
Rigby & Mac 020 8761 1011; 
rigbyandmac.com 
Robert Dyas 0800 707 6677; 
robertdyas.co.uk 
Roberts Radio 0333 014 2505; 
robertsradio.co.uk 
Roche Bobois 01932 251420; 
roche-bobois.com
Rockett St George 01444 
253391; rockettstgeorge.co.uk
Romo 01623 756699; romo.com 
Ronseal 0114 240 9469; ronseal.co.uk 
Roundhouse roundhousedesign.com
Royal Horticultural Society 
01483 211320; rhsshop.co.uk
Rume 01273 777810; rume.co.uk 

Safomasi safomasi.com
Sainsbury’s 0800 636262; 

sainsburyshome.co.uk
Sanderson 0844 543 9500; 
sanderson-uk.com
Secret Linen Store 01243 
606245; secretlinenstore.com 
Selfridges 0800 123400;  
selfridges.com
Silestone silestone.co.uk
Simply Kitchen Sinks 
simplykitchensinks.co.uk
Skandium 020 7935 2077; 
skandium.com 

Skinflint Design 01326 565227; 
skinflintdesign.co.uk
Smug 020 7354 0253; ifeelsmug.com
Soak & Sleep 01483 437762; 
soakandsleep.com
sofa.com 0345 400 2222 
Sofas & Stuff 0808 178 3211; 
sofasandstuff.com 
Sophie Conran 0843 227 1461; 
sophieconran.com 
Sottini 01482 449513; sottini.co.uk 
Spekva spekva.dk
St Jude’s 01603 662951; 
stjudesfabrics.co.uk 
Stephen Millership 0793 604 0638;
stephenmillership.com
Such & Such 020 366 53452; 
suchandsuch.co
Sunbury Antiques Market 
01932 230946; sunburyantiques.com
Surface View 0118 922 1327; 
surfaceview.co.uk
Susie Watson Designs 0844 980 
8185; susiewatsondesigns.co.uk
Swan 01733 404703; swan-brand.co.uk
Swanky Maison swankymaison.com 
Sweetpea & Willow 0345 257 
2627; sweetpeaandwillow.com 
Swoon Editions 020 3137 2464; 
swooneditions.com

T K Maxx 01923 473561;  
tkmaxx.com

Tangletree Interiors  
tangletree-interiors.co.uk
Ted Baker tedbaker.com
Thanda 0773 857 3307; thanda.co.uk
Top Furniture 01889 560990; 
topfurniture.co.uk
Tori Murphy 0795 868 8519; 
torimurphy.com 
Trouva 020 7193 6444;  
trouva.com
Typhoon typhoonhousewares.com

Umbra umbra.com 
Union Furniture 

unionfurniture.co.uk
Urban Cottage Industries 
urbancottageindustries.com

Vanessa Arbuthnott  
01285 831437; 

vanessaarbuthnott.co.uk
Verdi Kitchen Design 020 8688 
8336; verdikitchens.co.uk
Very 0844 822 2321; very.co.uk
Victoria Plumb 0344 804 4848; 
victoriaplumb.com 
Villa Nova 01623 756699;  
villanova.co.uk
Vintage Wedding List 
(The) 0774 777 3787; 
thevintageweddinglist.co.uk
Vola vola.com

Walls and Floors 01536 
314730; wallsandfloors.co.uk

Wayfair 0800 169 0423;  
wayfair.co.uk
West Elm 0800 404 9780;  
westelm.co.uk

Xavier & Me xavierandme.com
Yealm Kitchens 01752 

872404; yealmkitchens.co.uk

Zara Home 0800 026 0091; 
zarahome.com
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W H A T  M Y  H O M E  M E A N S  T O  M E

Keith Stephenson (right), 49, 

and Mark Hampshire, 48, the 

creative force behind textiles 

and wallpaper company Mini 

Moderns, live above their 

studio in south east London

MINI MODERNS

WHERE WE LIVE
Keith We’ve been here for 12 years and the 

building has been really good to us. It’s a 

mews house and we used to have the ground 

floor solely as the studio, but as our business 

grew it became our warehouse too. We live 

upstairs. There are three bedrooms and two 

bathrooms on the second level, and the top 

floor, which covers the entire footprint of the 

building, is our living, dining and kitchen area. 

Mark Our home is in a communal courtyard 

with 15 other work units, so we’re in a little 

creative hub. It was a new build and very well 

designed but the interior fittings weren’t so 

good. We changed the kitchen and have 

reconfigured the two bathrooms – one is  

now a wet room and the ensuite has become 

a glamorous utility with tiny white wall tiles, 

dark grey matt floor tiles and a German 

enamel bucket sink. We’ve also made major 

changes to our big living area.

Keith There was a partition wall on the top 

floor that we’ve removed, and we now have 

five skylights, plus our original balcony, which 

add loads of light and make the room look 

much bigger. It’s quite a wow. 

Mark It’s so light we’ve gone darker with 

colour. Most of the room is in our Welsh Slate 

paint and we have a feature wall in our 

Festival print, which is grey and mustard. It’s  

a comfortable space with a Robin Day Forum 

sofa and chairs, two Scandia armchairs, my 

mum’s G Plan sideboard and String shelving 

that holds the objects we’ve collected.

Keith I’m like a cat, I don’t like change. Mark, 

though, mixes things up a lot! But we always 

work out ideas together. Everything we buy 

for our home means something. And we have 

a big vinyl collection because we love music.

OUR INSPIRATION
Keith We met in the ’90s in a branding agency 

and we’ve always worked together. Our 

downtime at home is when we get to think 

about new design ideas. We have the same 

cultural references so if I describe something 

as, ‘like that nightclub in Newcastle’, Mark 

knows what I mean. We just really enjoy each 

other’s company and make each other laugh.

Mark Our designs are playful, sometimes a  

bit cheeky. We do patterns that have stories.

Keith We both design, but Mark is also 

creative director. We create everything 

together, that’s the fun part!

Mark I can’t draw so Keith illustrates 

everything. Once he’s finished I go all bossy 

and look over his shoulder and say ‘No, that 

doesn’t look right…’ I do the colourways 

– Keith likes monochrome! Each season I try 

to add a few new colours into the collection.

Keith We wanted to be pop stars really, so  

we treat our collections like albums and 

release singles from them. We love coming  

up with titles such as: Our Adventure Is 

About To Begin; or Nana. We grew up at a 

time when 1950s furniture and clothes were 

called secondhand not vintage, and we’re 

absolute social history buffs – music, clothes 

and culture are all really important to us both. 

HOME LIFE
Keith Our neighbours are brilliant. Most  

of them work as artists, photographers and 

designers, so we skills-swap. We also take  

it in turns to have dinners at each other’s 

places. The houses all have the same layout, 

but after our renovation work ours looks 

dramatically different! 

Mark Camberwell Arts Week Open Studios 

takes place twice a year and we like to get 

involved. It’s a lovely thing the residents can 

do together. And we do like to entertain. In 

summer we have drinks on the balcony 

before we sit down to eat. Our dining table 

is 1960s Danish, and seats up to eight, so  

we can have fairly lively dinner parties. 

Keith We’re telly addicts and also listen to  

our records a lot. Anything from The Mamas 

& The Papas to Super Furry Animals. And 

some too embarrassing to mention…  

For information about Mini Moderns 

visit minimoderns.com

Keith and 

Mark’s home 

features their 

quirky prints 

and pieces in 

the mid-

century style 

that inspires 

them. The 

Pavilion linen 

lampshade, 

above, is £75

Mini Moderns’ 

Backgammon 

wallpaper is teamed 

with tangerine, 

patterned bedding. 

Keith and Mark love 

their vinyl collection. 

Enamelware kettle, 

£39.95; storage pot, 

£23.95, with Paisley 
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