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Apple is being sued by a subsidiary of China’s 
broadcasting regulator over a propaganda  
film more than 20 years old, in the latest  
legal wrangling for the tech giant in China in 
recent weeks.

A Beijing court says the case has been brought 
by a production center that alleges that Apple 
has infringed its exclusive online rights to 
broadcast a film that depicts Chinese fighting 
against Japanese soldiers in northern China in 
the early 1930s.

The plaintiff is also suing the developer and 
operator of the Youku HD app available on 
Apple’s App Store that it says enabled users to 
watch the film and caused it “huge economic 
losses,” according to the Beijing Haidian District 
People’s Court.

APPLE SUED IN CHINA 
OVER SHOWING OF WAR 
FILM FROM THE 1990S
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The court says it has accepted the case 
brought by Movie Satellite Channel Program 
Production Center that comes under the State 
Administration of Press, Publication, Radio, 
Film and Television.

The plaintiff alleges that Apple has infringed 
its exclusive online rights to broadcast “Xuebo 
dixiao,” which loosely translates as “Bloody 
Fight with the Fierce Enemy” and was first 
shown in 1994.

The production center is also suing Heyi 
Information and Technology (Beijing) 
Company Ltd., which developed and  
operated the  
Youku HD app, the court said in an online 
statement Thursday.

The app is sold by Youku.com, according to 
information on Apple’s iTunes site. The Youku 
site is one of China’s best known movie and 
TV program streaming sites and is owned by 
Youku Tudou Inc., which is listed on the New 
York Stock Exchange.

The plaintiff wants the two companies to 
immediately stop broadcasting the film and 
is seeking compensation of 50,000 yuan 
($7,500) plus its “reasonable expenditure” of 
20,158 yuan ($3,000) in attempting to stop the 
infringement of its rights, the court said.

Emailed requests for comment to Apple 
spokespeople were not answered Saturday, 
and a spokesman for Youku Tudou was not 
able to immediately comment.

Apple Inc. has recently faced legal setbacks 
and other obstacles in China, its second-
biggest global market.
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In April, it suspended its iBooks and iTunes 
Movies services, reportedly due to an order by 
Chinese regulators.

In May, a Beijing intellectual property tribunal in 
Beijing ordered Apple to stop selling its iPhone 
6 and iPhone 6 Plus in the city after finding 
they look too much like a model made by a 
small Chinese brand. Sales of the phones are 
continuing while Apple appeals.

Also that month, Apple suffered another setback 
when a court ruled that a Chinese company is 
allowed to use the iPhone trademark on bags, 
wallets and other leather goods.
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NEW APP LETS USERS TRACK SHARKS 
AND REPORT SIGHTINGS
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A Massachusetts nonprofit is launching a 
new smartphone application so beachgoers 
along the East Coast can report their own 
shark sightings.

The Atlantic White Shark Conservancy says users 
of Sharktivity will become “citizen scientists,” 
providing valuable tracking data for researchers 
trying to better understand the animals. The 
Chatham-based organization says the app is free 
and currently only available for Apple products.

It’s being launched as Cape Cod’s waters begin 
to warm and great white sharks begin to appear 
in earnest.

Greater numbers of the powerful sharks are 
being spotted each year near the Cape Cod 
shoreline because of a booming population of 
seals, one of their favorite delicacies.

Shark researchers counted 141 different great 
whites off Cape Cod last year, up from 80 the 
previous year.
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The first American death involving a car in 
self-driving mode presents a dilemma: How 
aggressively to embrace the potentially life-
saving technology after a fatal crash. The 
driver’s history of speeding further complicates 
the question.

The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration is investigating the design and 
performance of the Tesla Model S vehicle’s 
“Autopilot” system after announcing the 
death of a driver on Thursday. The system was 
engaged at the time of the crash, but that is only 
part of the story.

TESLA DRIVER’S DEATH ON 
‘AUTOPILOT’ TRIGGERS 

PROBE, DILEMMA
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The driver, Joshua D. Brown, a 40-year-old 
technology company owner from Canton, 
Ohio, was so enamored of his sedan that he 
nicknamed it “Tessy” and praised the Autopilot’s 
safety benefits. Brown published videos on 
Youtube of himself behind the wheel with the 
system active.

He was killed May 7 in Williston, Florida, when 
his car’s cameras failed to distinguish the 
white side of a turning tractor-trailer from a 
brightly lit sky and didn’t automatically activate 
the brakes, according to statements by the 
government and the automaker. Brown didn’t 
take control and brake, either.

Brown’s family said in a statement that it 
wanted to help the government and Tesla so 
that “information learned from this tragedy will 
trigger further innovation which enhances the 
safety of everyone on the roadways.”

His death comes at an awkward time for the 
U.S. government and car makers.

NHTSA Administrator Mark Rosekind was 
expected later this month to announce 
guidelines on self-driving cars for states 
and automakers. The transition to the new 
technology could radically transform how 
people travel in the future.

Rosekind has stressed the potential life- 
saving advantages. In theory, automated 
vehicles will eliminate the human errors  
that are responsible for an estimated 94 
percent of traffic fatalities. With more than 
35,000 people killed on the nation’s roads 
last year, the benefits could be enormous. 
Still, experts say some crashes and deaths will 
continue occurring.
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Expecting “defect-free,” self-driving cars 
is unreasonable, said Timothy Carone, a 
Notre Dame professor and author of “Future 
Automation: Changes to Lives and to 
Businesses.” Still, he said the technology will 
become safer as it matures.

A former NHTSA administrator, Joan Claybrook, 
said the government should ensure car 
companies test self-driving software to 
eliminate defects before vehicles hit the road. 
She said automakers shouldn’t make guinea 
pigs of their customers.

“There is nothing unique about software that it 
can’t be tested,” Claybook said.

Friends described Brown as having a “need 
for speed,” and state records obtained by The 
Associated Press show he had eight speeding 
tickets over six years.

Terri Lyn Reed, an insurance agent in 
northeastern Ohio who insured Brown’s 
business, described her friend as “kind of a 
daredevil” who loved excitement and speed, 
and was fearless. A former employee of Brown’s, 
Stan Staneski, said Brown drove fast, but he 
considered him a safe driver.

But the truck driver in the wreck, Frank Baressi, 
62, of Palm Harbor, Florida, recalled Brown 
driving quickly when the accident occurred: “He 
went so fast through my trailer I didn’t see him.”

Baressi also told the AP that Brown was “playing 
Harry Potter on the TV screen” at the time of the 
crash. Baressi acknowledged he couldn’t see the 
movie, only heard it.

The Florida Highway Patrol confirmed 
Friday that it found a portable DVD player in 
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Brown’s car after the accident, but agency 
spokeswoman Sgt. Kim Montes said 
investigators could not confirm whether it was 
playing when the vehicles made contact.

Baressi is the owner of Okemah Express, a 
trucking company with one truck and one 
driver, himself. Federal records don’t identify 
drivers by name, but they show Okemah and 
its driver were cited for seven violations during 
four traffic stops over the past two years. The 
most serious violation was in January when 
a Virginia state inspector ordered the driver 
off the road for being on duty more than the 
legal limit of 14 hours in one day. The driver 
was also cited for ignoring a traffic-control 
device in March and an improper lane change 
in December. An inspection last year found the 
truck’s tires were going bald.

An attorney representing Brown’s family said 
no decision had been made about whether to 
sue anyone.

“Once the complete investigation results are 
published, we’ll obviously evaluate all the data 
and the conclusions and make our decision 
from there,” Paul Grieco said Friday.

In addition to its cameras, the Model S has 
radar sensors that could have spotted the 
trailer. But Tesla Motors CEO Elon Musk wrote 
on Twitter that the radar “tunes out what 
looks like an overhead road sign to avoid false 
braking events.”
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HERE COME THE VIRTUAL  
REALITY OLYMPICS...  
FOR SAMSUNG USERS
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Athletes in Rio will compete to be the fastest 
sprinter and highest jumper at the Olympics 
this August. But there’s another test underway 
as well: How well can virtual reality capture 
sporting events?

NBC says it will provide 85 hours of virtual reality 
programming during the Rio Olympics in August 
- though only to users of Samsung Galaxy 
smartphones and the Samsung Gear VR headset. 
It’s the first time Olympics programming will be 
available in VR.

Virtual reality coverage of sports, essentially 
360 video, has been growing since VR headsets 
such as the Samsung Gear and Oculus Rift 
became widely available earlier this year. Sports 
broadcasters are betting that virtual reality will 
be the next big game-changing way to watch 
sports. But right now, the audience is limited to 
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those that have smartphones and VR headsets, 
which can be pricey.

Still, coverage is growing. In May, NBC broadcast 
the Kentucky Derby in 360 video. The NBA has 
broadcast some of its games in virtual reality, 
and Fox Sports broadcast VR streams from the 
U.S. Open at Oakmont in June.

Gary Zenkel, President, NBC Olympics, 
said Rio will be a showcase for the 
“cutting-edge” technology.

The Olympics video, which will be presented on 
delay during the games, will include opening 
and closing ceremonies, men’s basketball, 
gymnastics, and track-and-field events. Other 
virtualized sports will include beach volleyball, 
diving, boxing and fencing. NBC will also release 
VR highlight packages of those sports.

The VR video itself will be captured by Olympic 
Broadcasting Services, a unit of the International 
Olympic Committee that provides video feeds 
to international broadcasters. Viewers will need 
Samsung devices and the NBC Sports app. 
Samsung is the official smartphone sponsor of 
the 2016 Olympics in Rio. Compatible phones 
include the Samsung Galaxy S7, Galaxy S7 Edge, 
Galaxy S6, Galaxy S6 Edge, Galaxy S6 Edge+ and 
Galaxy Note 5 phones.

Other Olympics sponsors have been jumping 
on the virtual reality bandwagon too. Kellogg’s, 
which sponsors Team USA, shot Olympics 
contender Tom Shields in 360 video as he 
practiced underwater for a marketing effort that 
appeared online and at an event in New York.

The Olympics will take place in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, on Aug. 5 to 21.
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When Cornelia Yzer woke to the news that 
Britain had voted to leave the European Union 
her initial reaction was disappointed. As an 
anglophile she was saddened by the thought of 
Britain leaving the club.

Then Berlin’s economy minister reached for the 
phone and got busy luring companies from 
Britain to the Germany capital.

“The decision (to leave the EU), which I regret, 
was taken by Britain,” Yzer told The Associated 
Press. “So there can’t be any surprise that those 
who see themselves firmly anchored inside 
the European Union - and that’s the case for 
Germany and its capital Berlin - now want to 
make sure that they’re a home for businesses 
that say ‘we need to be in.’”

BERLIN AIMS 
TO LURE BRITISH 
STARTUPS FEARFUL 
OVER BREXIT
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Yzer (pronounced EE-ser) isn’t the only official 
on the continent hoping for a bonanza from 
Britain’s exit, informally known as Brexit. Cities 
such as Frankfurt, Paris and Amsterdam have 
already been jostling to tempt banks away from 
London, Europe’s biggest financial hub, with 
the promise of protecting their much-cherished 
access to the other 27 EU markets.

Berlin stands little chance of competing for 
a piece of the lucrative banking pie. But Yzer 
believes multinational companies - from airlines 
to pharma firms - will see the advantage of 
basing their European headquarters in the 
capital of the EU’s biggest economy.

Its image as a relaxed and relatively affordable 
city may also convince tech companies, 
particularly startups, to relocate. Berlin is already 
home to online retailer Zalando, language-
learning service babble and audio sharing 
platform SoundCloud. Last year, Berlin startups 
attracted more investment than those in based 
in London.
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“We have always advertised Berlin to London’s 
startup scene,” said Yzer, who now plans to 
open an office in London that will talk up the 
city’s advantages over its British rival and assist 
companies in relocating.

“Call it an economic embassy for Berlin,” she said.

One of the key benefits that Berlin’s business 
ambassadors will tout is access to the EU’s 
single market that ensures the free movement 
of labor and capital. This was one of the main 
reasons British businesses wanted to remain in 
the EU, even as voters saw in it the cause of mass 
immigration.

“The prevailing feeling here in Berlin is that with 
the Brexit, London has more or less taken itself 
out of the race,” said Lukas Kampfmann, co-
founder of Factory Berlin, a company that rents 
space to tech firms.

London and the EU are likely to spend years 
haggling over trade tariffs and labor permits, 
creating uncertainty for U.K. companies wanting 
to do business on the other side of the channel.

“Once a Brexit has been done it’s not going 
to get easier for London-based companies to 
do business in the world but probably harder,” 
said Kampfmann.
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Still, convincing companies to move to the 
continent may not be so easy.

Paris, where officials announced over the 
weekend that they were rolling out the red 
carpet to British banks, is hampered by France’s 
high labor costs and taxes. The country also 
has a reputation for being slow and difficult to 
reform to keep up with global economic shifts.

Those who know Berlin have likewise 
questioned whether it can match the 
cosmopolitan and dynamic air of London. The 
city’s new airport is years behind schedule, 
English isn’t universally spoken and bureaucracy 
can be cumbersome.

“Why is London attracting startups? It has to 
do that the framework, the rules are flexible 
enough that a small company can come in and 
can create something without a lot of red tape,” 
said Artur Fischer, the co-CEO of the Berlin 
Stock Exchange.

“Over the medium and long term I can see 
that Berlin will benefit,” he said. “But there is no 
reason why companies should leave tomorrow 
and desperately look for another place to be. 
London is still London and it’s still functioning 
very, very well.”

Even those who believe in Berlin are keen to 
avoid any impression of Schadenfreude.

“I can tell you that everyone here in Berlin would 
have preferred for the UK to stay within the EU 
because we believe that the European Union 
would have been stronger with Great Britain,” 
said Kampfmann. “But if that is the vote then 
obviously we will have to accept that as well and 
try and make the best out of it.”
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The New York Lottery has created a new instant 
game allowing players to use mobile phones 
in conjunction with a traditional scratch game 
- something lottery officials say is a first in 
the nation.

The game announced Tuesday is called Gold 
Castle. It contains a bar code that can be 
scanned by a smartphone to create an image of 
a castle on the phone screen. Players then touch 
the castle to reveal prizes.

The $5 game is sold at traditional lottery retailers 
and can be played like a normal instant game. 
Users wishing to use their smartphones to 
unlock the new features must download a free 
Lottery app.

Lottery Director Gardner Gurney says that if the 
game is successful the Lottery may consider 
other types of the augmented reality games.

NEW YORK 
LOTTERY TO OFFER 
NEW INSTANT 
GAME USING 
CELLPHONES
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Any pet owner who’s imbued their furry 
or feathered friends with deep thoughts 
and mysterious intentions will relate to the 
imagination behind “The Secret Life of Pets .”

It may not have the emotional resonance of 
a Pixar movie, but with its playful premise, 
endearing performances and outstanding score 
by Alexandre Desplat, “Pets” is fun, family (and 
animal)-friendly fare.

People’s favorite non-speaking companions 
are brought to life here by Illumination 
Entertainment (the studio behind “Despicable 
Me”) and given voice by an all-star cast that 
includes Louis C.K., Kevin Hart, Jenny Slate and 
Albert Brooks.

PET LOVERS WILL DELIGHT 
IN ‘SECRET LIFE OF PETS’
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Plot-wise, “Pets” follows the path Pixar set with 
talking toys 20 years ago in “Toy Story”: Two 
would-be rivals fighting for the love of their 
owner are forced to unite for a common cause.

Little terrier Max (C.K.) is the top dog in the life 
of his owner, Katie (Ellie Kemper), and a leader 
among the other house pets in their New York 
City apartment building, including neighbor 
Pomeranian Gidget (Slate), and the fat cat 
next door, Chloe (Lake Bell). But his exalted 
position is threatened when Katie brings 
home a giant, fluffy mutt named Duke (Eric 
Stonestreet). Like Woody and Buzz, Max and 
Duke are instantly at odds.

The rival pups are trying to sabotage each 
other when they become separated from their 
dog walker and captured by animal control. 
This sends them on an adventure into the 
animal underworld: literally the underground 
headquarters of a bitter bunny named Snowball 
(Hart) and his team of Flushed Pets. Abandoned 
by their former owners, their motto is “liberated 
forever, domesticated never.”
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Max and Duke try to fit in, but Snowball soon 
observes, “You’ve got the scent of domestication 
all over you,” and sends his army of rogue 
animals after them. At one point, the little rabbit 
steals a bus.

Meanwhile, the other pets from Max and Duke’s 
apartment building notice the two are missing 
and set out to find them. Gidget, who has a not-
so-secret crush on Max, leads a menagerie that 
includes Chloe the cat, Mel the pug, Buddy the 
dachshund and a guinea pig named Norman.

They enlist the help of Tiberius the hawk 
(Brooks) and Pops (Dana Carvey), the 
wheelchair-bound basset hound who knows 
every animal in New York.
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Desplat’s jazzy, energetic score amplifies 
the urgency and excitement as the chase 
continues through the city, and clever 
animation highlights the quirkiness of animal 
behavior. Though the characters in “Pets” are 
entirely anthropomorphized - they speak 
English and can operate electronics - they 
retain some recognizable animalism. When 
Pops wants to shut down one of his famous 
parties, for example, he turns on the vacuum 
cleaner. Dogs in hot pursuit of their friends 
are suddenly distracted by butterflies. And 
Buddy’s movements are especially amusing, as 
he navigates his elongated dachshund body 
around corners and down stairs.

It’s fun to imagine what pets get into when 
no one is home, and “Pets” does a great job of 
taking that idea to an extreme. And you thought 
Fluffy and Fido just spent the day napping.

“The Secret Life of Pets,” a Universal Pictures 
release, is rated PG by the Motion Picture 
Association of America for “action and some 
rude humor.” Running time: 91 minutes. Three 
stars out of four.

MPAA Definition of PG: Parental guidance 
suggested. Some material may not be suitable 
for children.
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Since its inception in 2015, Apple Music has 
gone from strength to strength. Despite tough 
competition from the likes of Spotify, Google 
and Tidal, Apple has managed to grow to over 
13 million paying subscribers in little over a 
year, and it shows no signs of slowing down. Yet, 
despite achieving its growth organically, Apple 
is now preparing a $500 million takeover bid 
for Jay-Z’s streaming service TIDAL.

Launching in Scandinavia as WiMP, Tidal was 
bought by ‘Crazy in Love’ hitmaker Jay Z for 
$54 million last March, who offered to put the 
musicians at the forefront of the streaming 
service. A public launch featuring the likes of 
Madonna, Drake, Rihanna, Beyonce and Daft 
Punk had everybody talking, and music icons 
each signed a ‘declaration of support’ and 
offering exclusive music, videos and content and 
in return receiving equity and a larger royalty 
fee. However, despite some exclusives – Beyonce 
dropped her new album Lemonade exclusively 
on the streaming website earlier this year – Tidal 
has failed to make waves. With only 4.2 million 
subscribers, the user base is small in comparison 
to Spotify, but Apple thinks this is the final piece 
of the puzzle to compete globally.

However, laying down half a billion dollars for 
just four million customers guarantees nothing 
– all could flee to Spotify, or leave streaming 
entirely. While some customers cite exclusives 
from the likes of Kayne West and Rihanna as 
incentives to sign up, others enjoy the lossless 
quality sound available on the service. Will 
Apple be able to live up to Tidal’s quality 
service if a takeover is successful, and will Tidal 
really help drive Apple ahead of Spotify in the 
streaming game?
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SPOTIFY CONTINUES TO THRIVE

As of March this year, Spotify has a whopping 
30 million paying subscribers to its platform, 
despite facing growing competition from Apple 
Music, Google, Amazon and TIDAL. Thanks to 
a strong marketplace position, backing from 
industry and a wave of advertising campaigns 
tailored towards young people, Spotify has 
managed to fight off the competition and 
generate growth. Perhaps some of this growth 
can be accounted to the changing face of online 
music, with more people than ever happy to 
cough up $9.99 to listen to their favorite Rihanna 
song, or perhaps it comes down to Spotify 
being a stronger force than initially reckoned. 
Although some figured Apple would quickly 
take charge when it announced its streaming 
service in 2015, Spotify has proven that good 
marketing, a good quality service and great 
music is enough to keep its customers happy.

In recent weeks, Apple has hit the headlines 
after playing dirty, blocking Spotify’s latest 
update from its operating system. As is always 
the case on iOS, Apple takes a 30% cut on all 
in-app subscriptions, but Spotify is fighting 
back, claiming it is unfair for competition. Both 
European and US Federals are now on the 
case in what will be an interesting legal battle. 
Whether it’s right for Apple to take a split of its 
competitors profits remains to be seen.
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APPLE AND ITS ACQUISITIONS

If Apple does go ahead and take over Tidal, it 
won’t be the first time the Cupertino firm has 
acquired another company. Of course, Apple’s 
acquisition of Beats saw a three billion dollar 
deal, which encompassed Beats Music and 
Beats Electronics, but it has famously taken 
over other firms since its inception, the first 
being Network Innovations back in 1988. 
More notable examples include Siri, which is 
now an integral part of Apple’s offering, and 
most recently LegbaCore, a firmware security 
company Apple hopes to use to bolster the 
security of its iOS devices.

APPLE MUSIC IS FACING  
GROWING COMPETITION

Although Spotify is considered its biggest rival 
with over 30 million subscribers, it’s not the 
only service Apple Music faces competition 
from. Similarly to Apple Music and iOS, Google’s 
Play Music All Access, which offers a similar 
unlimited music streaming service from $9.99 
per month, is baked directly into Android. 
When you compare the operating system 
marketplace, Google is miles ahead with 
Android (65.58%) compared with Apple’s 
27.24%. As well as its market share, however, 
Google has the infrastructure and advertising 
power to generate speedy growth. For example, 
as part of its 4th July celebrations, the Alphabet-
owned company has announced a four-month 
free trial on its Google Play streaming 
service, taking aim at Apple’s already-generous 
three-month offering. What’s more, this offer 
is advertised on Google’s homepage, the most 
visited website in the world. 
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Other competitors come in the form of Amazon 
and Microsoft, with the former reportedly 
working on its own standalone music 
streaming service after its all-in-one Prime 
package failed to make waves. Amazon Prime 
Music is currently offered as part of its Prime 
service, however by differentiating from the 
main Amazon brand, the firm hopes to ‘bring 
customers closer to Amazon’ and offer a genuine 
competitor to Spotify and Apple. Microsoft 
Groove, on the other hand, is now offering 

14-day free trials and recently signed up big 
players like Adele, Rihanna and Beyonce to their 
streaming service, with many positive reviews 
from tech analysts.

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE OF 
STREAMING INVOLVE?

Whether you’re a fan of Apple Music, or you prefer 
Spotify, the recent flurry of streaming activity 
can only mean one thing – a better service for 
consumers. With very little difference between 
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the two big players, Apple and Spotify must now 
take aim and try to differentiate their products 
from one another to attract more customers 
and build their market shares. One area Apple 
wants to do this in is sound quality, and with 
TIDAL already offering a lossless, high-resolution 
audio subscription for $20 per month, the 
Cupertino firm’s rumored takeover bid makes 
perfect sense. As well as this, Apple is reportedly 
planning to deliver its own high-resolution 
audio streaming via its Lightning port. It has 

been all-but confirmed that the audio jack will 
be removed from Apple’s iPhone 7 when it is 
announced in September, but will this make way 
for a Lightning port audio connector?

Although some were initially sceptical of a 
streaming-only world, and Taylor Swift herself 
sticking her two cents worth into the mix, the 
rise of online streaming also appears to be a 
positive step for artists. Global music revenues 
increased by 3.2% in 2015 and digital revenues 
overtook physical sales for the first time. IFPI’s 
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Global Music Report also showed a 10.2% rise 
in digital revenues to $6.7 billion, and a 45.2% 
rise in streaming revenue, which helped boost 
music industry revenue to $15billion, the first 
year-on-year growth in two decades. After years 
of online piracy, it’s clear a Netflix-obsessed 
generation now values music as a service and is 
willing to pay for it; music to Apple’s ears.

However, streaming music isn’t the only 
thing Apple could choose to focus on in the 
future. Recently-unveiled YouTube RED offers 
a hybrid of both music streaming and Netflix-
style streaming and delivers ad-free music 
videos, exclusive movies and other content 
from the billion-user website. Google has yet 
to unveil subscriber figures for the new RED 
service but claims it has added an extra 10% 
in additional revenue to its creators thanks 
to RED subscriptions. Apple’s newly-unveiled 
Apple TV puts ‘apps at the center’ of television, 
and has paved the way for more streaming 
in the future – but will Apple take the plunge 
itself and follow YouTube’s path? ESPN has 
already confirmed that it is in talks with Apple 
to provide a streaming service, and new rumors 
are suggesting Apple might buy HBO, the 
makers of Game of Thrones, to give them a 
head start into the marketplace.   Regardless of 
which route it chooses, it’s clear that music isn’t 
the only thing Apple wants to stream, but only 
time will tell whether an on-demand world will 
keep Apple at the top spot.

by Benjamin Kerry & Gavin Lenaghan
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Keith David spent years flying around the 
globe on covert missions, making life-and-
death decisions and overseeing multiple units 
unleashing airstrikes against insurgents. The 
former Navy SEAL now realizes it was the perfect 
training for a career in Silicon Valley.

A growing number of U.S. special forces 
veterans are veering off the traditional path 
of working for private security firms and 
law enforcement agencies, and instead are 
heading into the tech industry. Companies are 
discovering their abilities to build teams and 
think outside the box make them a good fit for 
the innovative businesses.

“It’s very adaptable and flexible, especially a 
startup, so it’s kind of like the Wild West where 
there are not a lot of rules,” David, 32, said of 
Silicon Valley, where he has worked at a robotics 

FROM SEALS TO 
STARTUPS SPECIAL 
OPS DRAWN TO 
SILICON VALLEY
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startup since October. “It’s more about getting 
things done and executing them. It’s very much 
like the SEAL teams in that there is not a lot of 
control from the top down.”

There is no hard data, but anecdotally Silicon 
Valley businesses and special forces’ veterans 
say they are seeing more former SEALs, Army 
Rangers and other special ops seeking jobs at 
the likes of Facebook, Airbnb and small startups.

“Special ops work in this blend of a big 
traditional structure and a small agile team. 
They grow up in this gray area that is a mix of 
big and stable and fast and light,” Chris Fussell, 
a former SEAL and managing partner of the 
McChrystal Group founded by retired Gen. 
Stanley McChrystal. The consulting firm works 
with Silicon Valley companies.

Former Marine Don Faul said he estimates 100 
special operations veterans have gone into the 
tech industry in the past year or two. Faul - who 
served in a Force Reconnaissance company, 
which is similar to the SEALs - has worked at 
Google Inc., Facebook and Pinterest, and now is 
COO of Athos, a wearable technology startup.

The military veterans fill a gap in leadership skills 
for many tech companies, especially startups 
that formed around an idea and are thin on 
structure, Faul said.

On the flip side, Faul said the former special 
warfare operators might end up being good 
connections for the Pentagon, which opened 
an office in Silicon Valley a year ago to woo 
tech companies into working with the Defense 
Department to get more cutting-edge gadgets 
into the military but has struggled to win over 
the companies.
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A number of groups in the past three years have 
cropped up to groom veterans for tech jobs, 
including The Honor Foundation, which helped 
David, the former SEAL.

David, who spent nine years in the Navy, went 
from managing multiple military units in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere in the Middle 
East to directing marketing, robotics and other 
departments at Anki, a startup that makes 
smartphone-controlled toy cars.

Anki received hundreds of resumes when it 
posted an opening for a program manager. 
The company interviewed a dozen candidates, 
including domain experts and engineers,  
said Craig Rechenmacher, Anki’s chief 
marketing officer.

David has a degree in chemistry and 
biology, and did not tick off many of the job 
qualifications. But Rechenmacher said he “blew 
them away with his passion and his ability to 
translate his military skills to the real world.”

“We needed someone who could work  
with multiple disciplines and bring everyone 
together to work for one common vision,” 
 he said.

Tech companies have been slow to tap into 
the military because veterans often do not 
know how to market themselves, said Joe 
Musselman, founder of The Honor Foundation, 
which offers a 15-week course to active-duty 
and retired special ops to help them transition 
to their next career.
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That’s particularly true for Navy SEALs. The elite 
warfighters spend years on secret missions and 
cannot publicly identify themselves or talk about 
what they do, living an underground life, unlike 
others in the military. When they get out, they 
struggle to write a resume (like putting “sniper” 
as a skill) or learn to say something other than 
“I am not able to tell you about that” in an 
interview, Musselman said. Some have gone 
dressed in a suit and tie and find themselves 
greeted by CEOs in shorts and flip-flops.

It’s also an adjustment for the workplace given 
the public’s view of SEALs as either celebrities, 
hardened killers or both.

In The Honor Foundation’s course, SEALs go to 
companies so both sides can get to know each 
another. The San Diego-based foundation now 
offers its courses in Virginia Beach, Virginia, and 
is one of four groups to receive a grant from 
Silicon Valley venture capitalist Marc Andreessen 
and his wife, Laura, who want to see more 
veterans in tech jobs.

On a recent evening, two dozen SEALs in the San 
Diego course discussed their future plans.

Among them was Garret Unclebach, a SEAL who 
just left the Navy. He said among his ambitions is 
to work for an independent lab called X that is run 
by Google’s new parent company, Alphabet Inc.

He never considered the tech industry until  
he met an X official through the foundation. 
They talked about the lab’s 2-year-old “Project 
Loon” program, which aims to get people 
internet access in remote areas of the world by 
deploying clusters of balloons about 60,000 
feet above the Earth that act as floating cell 
towers. When a balloon is ready to come down, 
a parachute attached to the top is deployed.

As a master jumper, Unclebach, 26, saw a good 
fit since he knows h’ow to ensure parachutes 
deploy correctly, something his life depended 
on in the military.

“It would be an incredible opportunity to work 
there,” he said.
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The FBI won’t recommend criminal charges 
against Hillary Clinton for her use of a private 
email server while secretary of state, agency 
Director James Comey said Tuesday, lifting 
a major legal threat to her presidential 
campaign. But Comey called her actions 
“extremely careless” and faulted the agency 
she led for a lackadaisical approach to 
handling classified material.

Comey’s decision almost certainly brings the 
legal part of the issue to a close and removes 
the threat of criminal charges. Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch said last week that she would 
accept the recommendations of the FBI director 
and of career prosecutors.

NO CHARGES 
RECOMMENDED 
IN CLINTON EMAIL 
PROBE, FBI SAYS
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“No charges are appropriate in this case,” Comey 
said in making his announcement.

But Comey made that statement after he 
delivered a blistering review of Clinton’s actions, 
saying the FBI found that 110 emails were 
sent or received on Clinton’s server containing 
classified information. He added it was possible 
that people hostile to the U.S. had gained access 
to her personal email account.

“Although we did not find clear evidence that 
Secretary Clinton or her colleagues intended to 
violate laws governing the handling of classified 
information, there is evidence that they were 
extremely careless in their handling of very 
sensitive, highly classified information,” he said.

Yet after criticizing Clinton, her aides and the 
department for their actions, he said that after 
looking at similar circumstances in past inquiries, 
the FBI believed that “no reasonable prosecutor 
would bring such a case.”

Comey made the announcement just three days 
after the FBI interviewed Clinton in a final step 
of its yearlong investigation into the possible 
mishandling of classified information.

He said he shared the FBI’s findings with no 
one else in the government before making his 
announcement, which came just hours before 
Clinton was to travel with President Barack 
Obama on Air Force One to campaign together 
for the first time this year.

The declaration from Comey is unlikely to wipe 
away many voters’ concerns about Clinton’s 
trustworthiness, especially since the FBI director 
so thoroughly criticized her actions before 
delivering his verdict.
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“There is evidence to support a conclusion 
that any reasonable person in Secretary 
Clinton’s position ... should have known that an 
unclassified system was no place” for sensitive 
conversations, Comey said.

Nor will the recommendation stop Republican 
presidential candidate Donald Trump, who has 
called for criminal charges, from continuing 
to make the server a campaign issue or 
suggesting Clinton was helped by a Democratic 
administration. After Comey’s announcement, 
Trump tweeted, “The system is rigged ... Very 
very unfair! As usual, bad judgment.”

Clnton’s personal email server, which she 
relied on exclusively for government and 
personal business, has dogged her campaign 
since The Associated Press revealed its 
existence in March 2015.

She has repeatedly said that no email she sent 
or received was marked classified, but the 
Justice Department began investigating last 
summer following a referral from the inspectors 
general for the State Department and the 
intelligence community.
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The scrutiny was compounded by a critical audit 
in May from the State Department’s inspector 
general, the agency’s internal watchdog, which 
said that Clinton and her team ignored clear 
warnings from department officials that her 
email setup violated federal standards and 
could leave sensitive material vulnerable to 
hackers. Clinton declined to talk to the inspector 
general, but the audit said that she had feared 
“the personal being accessible” if she used a 
government email account.

The Clinton campaign said agents interviewed 
her this past Saturday for three and one-half 
hours at FBI headquarters. Agents had earlier 
interviewed top Clinton aides including her 
former State Department chief of staff,  
Cheryl Mills, and Huma Abedin, a longtime  
aide who now is the vice chairwoman of 
Clinton’s campaign.

Lynch said Friday that she would accept 
whatever findings and recommendations were 
presented to her. Though she said she had 
already settled on that process, her statement 
came days after an impromptu meeting with 
Bill Clinton on her airplane in Phoenix that she 
acknowledged had led to questions about the 
neutrality of the investigation.
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“Captain Fantastic “ is about the fantasy of being 
able to create a perfect world for your children, 
and the crushing realization that such control is 
ultimately impossible. Ben (Viggo Mortensen) 
pursues this ideal in a particularly extreme way 
- by removing his family from society altogether 
and creating his own little utopia in the Pacific 
Northwest wilderness.

We meet the family in the midst of a hunt. 
They’re all covered in camouflaging mud. The 
eldest, Bo (George MacKay), slaughters an 
animal, and Ben tells him that he is a man now. 
Primitive though the ritual may be, this family is 
not. Far from it. They are survivalist philosopher 
kings - highly educated and extremely 
self-sufficient.

MORTENSEN FLIRTS 
WITH UTOPIA 
IN ‘CAPTAIN 
FANTASTIC’
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Ranging in age from single digits to late teens, 
the six children, Nai (Charlie Shotwell), Zaja 
(Shree Crooks), Rellian (Nicholas Hamilton, 
who resembles young River Phoenix), Vespyr 
(Annalise Basso), Kielyr (Samantha Isler) and Bo 
have been molded in Ben’s very specific image. 
And, for the most part, they worship their father 
and their lifestyle - Noam Chomsky day and all.

The casting director should win an award 
for finding these truly excellent young 
performers, who shine alongside the always 
wonderful Mortensen.

But the cracks are starting to show in this 
little family unit, and not just because normal 
hormones and attitudes are emerging.

“I’m not a Trotskyist any more. I’m a Maoist!” Bo 
says in an angsty teenage huff at one point.

No, there is something more serious festering. 
Their mother, Leslie (Trin Miller), has been away 
for three months, hospitalized with severe 
depression. The kids miss her dearly, and her 

absence is becoming an issue. But we never get 
the chance to really meet her. Ben finds out early 
in the film that she’s killed herself.

He tells the kids this fact very frankly. Ben never 
lies to his children. He trusts that they can 
handle the truth, whether it’s the circumstances 
of their mother’s death and mental illness or the 
littlest one asking what rape is.

The death forces the family out of their little 
paradise and into the real world to attend her 
funeral in Arizona - even though Leslie’s grieving 
father Jack (Frank Langella) has threatened to 
arrest Ben if he shows up. But, c’mon. It’s their 
mother. Of course they’re going to go.

“Grandpa can’t oppress us!” the 
youngest exclaims.

So, they pack up their rickety green school bus 
and venture down from their ivory tower to go 
south, into the depths of the America that Ben 
hates. The younger ones have been so sheltered 
that they’ve never heard of Coke or Nike, or seen 
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an obese person. Things get especially tense 
when they meet Ben’s sister (Kathryn Hahn) and 
her family and disrupt their suburban normalcy.

While the kids seem happy, all outsiders are 
pretty much in agreement that Ben is unfit to 
parent. Unlike Harrison Ford’s unsympathetic 
“Mosquito Coast” protagonist, however, Ben 
clearly loves his family deeply and genuinely 
thinks that his way is the best way. This struggle 
between the individual parent and society’s 
expectations is one without an easy resolution. 
Both are right and wrong.

The film veers into cloying sentimentality a 
little too often, and, some might tire of Ben’s 
philosophies. But, that also just means that 
there’s room for his character to grow too.
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“Captain Fantastic” is the second feature from 
writer-director Matt Ross (his first was the affair 
drama “28 Rooms), who is currently best known 
for his acting. In addition to over two decades 
in the movies, Ross plays the tech titan Gavin 
Belson on HBO’s “Silicon Valley.” I imagine a film 
of the caliber of “Captain Fantastic” is bound to 
change that - this is no flash in the pan success. 
It’s a single, beautifully realized vision with edge 
and a true heart.

“Captain Fantastic,” a Bleecker Street release, 
is rated R by the Motion Picture Association of 
America for “language and brief graphic nudity.” 
Running time: 118 minutes. Three and a half 
stars out of four.

MPAA Definition of R: Restricted. Under 17 requires accompanying 
parent or adult guardian.
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iOS

#01 – NBA LIVE Mobile
By Electronic Arts
Category: Games
Requires iOS 7.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#02 – Snapchat
By Snapchat, Inc.
Category:  Photo & Video
Requires iOS 8.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#03 – Messenger
By Facebook, Inc.
Category: Social Networking
Requires iOS 7.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#04 – Instagram
By Instagram, Inc.
Category: Photo & Video
Requires iOS 7.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#05 – CSR Racing 2
By NaturalMotion
Category: Games
Requires iOS 8.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#06 – Facebook
By Facebook, Inc.
Category: Social Networking
Requires iOS 7.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#07 – Google Maps
By Google, Inc.
Category: Navigation
Requires iOS 7.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#08 – YouTube
By Google, Inc.
Category: Photo & Video
Requires iOS 8.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#10 – live.ly
By musical.ly Inc.
Category: Photo & Video
Requires iOS 8.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#09 – Boomerang from Instagram
By Instagram, Inc.
Category: Photo & Video
Requires iOS 7.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.
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#01 – OS X El Capitan
By Apple
Category: Utilities
Compatibility: OS X 10.6.8 or later

#07 – Slack
By Slack Technologies, Inc.
Category: Business
Compatibility: OS X 10.9 or later, 64-bit processor

#08 – Fotor Photo Editor
By Chengdu Everimaging Science and Technology Co., Ltd
Category: Photography
Compatibility: OS X 10.7 or later, 64-bit processor

#09 – Microsoft OneNote
By Microsoft Corporation
Category: Productivity
Compatibility:  OS X 10.10 or later

#02 – Xcode
By Apple
Category: Developer Tools
Compatibility: OS X 10.11 or later

#10 – Full Deck Solitaire
By GRL Games
Category: Games
Compatibility: OS X 10.7 or later, 64-bit processor

#04 – Microsoft Remote Desktop
By Microsoft Corporation
Category: Business
Compatibility: OS X 10.9 or later, 64-bit processor

Mac OS X

#03 – Kindle
By AMZN Mobile LLC
Category:  Reference
Compatibility: OS X 10.8 or later

#05 – The Unarchiver
By Dag Agren
Category: Utilitiess
Compatibility: OS X 10.6.0 or later, 64-bit processor

#06 – App for Instagram
By Joacim Ståhl
Category: Social Networking
OS X 10.7 or later, 64-bit processor
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#04 – 7 Minute Workout Challenge
By Fitness Guide Inc
Category: Health & Fitness / Price: $2.99
Requires iOS 6.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#05 – THE GAME OF LIFE Classic Edition
By Electronic Arts
Category: Games / Price: $0.99
Requires iOS 5.1.1 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch

#06 – Sky Guide: View Stars Night or Day
By Fifth Star Labs LLC
Category: Reference / Price: $2.99
Requires iOS 8.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#07 – Akinator the Genie
By Elokence
Category: Entertainment / Price: $1.99
Requires iOS 7.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#08 – Facetune
By Lightricks Ltd.
Category: Photo & Video / Price: $3.99
Requires iOS 7.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#09 – Geometry Dash
By RobTop Games AB
Category: Games / Price: $1.99
Requires iOS 5.1.1 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#10 – Plague Inc.
By Ndemic Creations
Category: Games / Price: $0.99
Requires iOS 6.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#01 – Minecraft: Pocket Edition
By Mojang
Category: Games / Price: $6.99
Requires iOS 8.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#02 – Heads Up!
By Warner Bros.
Category: Games / Price: $0.99
Requires iOS 7.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

#03 – Perchang
By Perchang
Category: Games / Price: $1.99
Requires iOS 8.0 or later. Compatible with iPhone, iPad, and iPod touch.

iOS
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#05 – The Sims™ 2: Super Collection
By Aspyr Media, Inc.
Category: Games / Price: $29.99
Compatibility: OS X 10.9.2 or later

#06 – Magnet
By CrowdCafé
Category: Productivity / Price: $0.99
Compatibility: OS X 10.8 or later, 64-bit processor

#09 – App for WhatsApp
By Bastian Roessler
Category: Social Networking / Price: $1.99
Compatibility: OS X 10.11 or later, 64-bit processor

#08 – Pixelmator
By Pixelmator Team
Category: Graphics & Design / Price: $29.99
Compatibility: OS X 10.9.5 or later, 64-bit processor

#10 – External Editors For Photos
By Karsten Brunse
Category: Photography / Price: $0.99
Compatibility: OS X 10.11 or later, 64-bit processor

#04 – Final Cut Pro
By Apple
Category: Video / Price: $299.99
Compatibility: OS X 10.10.4 or later, 64-bit processor

#07 – Duplicate Photos Fixer Pro
By Systweak Software
Category: Photography / Price: $0.99
Compatibility: OS X 10.7 or later

#03 – Disk Cleaner
By Pocket Bits LLC
Category: Utilities / Price: $5 .99
Compatibility:OS X 10.8 or later, 64-bit processor

#02 – Logic Pro X
By Apple
Category: Music / Price: $199.99
Compatibility: OS X 10.10 or later, 64-bit processor

#01 – GarageBand
By Apple
Category: Music / Price: $4.99
Compatibility:OS X 10.10 or later

Mac OS X
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Movies
TV Shows&

Trailer

Rotten Tomatoes

91%
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Green Room

A band find themselves trapped in the green 
room of a neo-nazi bar after witnessing a 
murder there. 

FIVE FACTS:
1. Anton Yelchin plays the main role of Pat. 
Yelchin sadly died in a freak car accident on 
June 19th 2016 at age 27.

2. The script  terrified Patrick Stewart so much 
that he locked up his house and turned on 
the home security system – encouraging him 
to play the role. 

3. The stance of the machete wielder in the 
poster references The Clash’s iconic “London 
Calling” album cover with bassist Paul 
Simonon smashing a guitar.

4. Anton Yelchin and Patrick Stewart are 
both veterans of the Star Trek series. Yelchin 
plays Pavel Chekov while Stewart played 
Jean-Luc Picard.

5. Yelchin’s final film appearance to be 
released before his death on June 19, 2016.

by Jeremy Saulnier
Genre: Thriller
Released: 2016
Price: $14.99

59 Ratings
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Cast Interview
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The Phenom

After being demoted to the minor league, 
a baseball player begins to see a sports 
psychologist, where hidden conflicts are 
soon brought to light. Can he let go of his 
past to secure his future in the game?

FIVE FACTS:
1. Ethan Hawke has also starred in The Purge, 
Sinister, and Assault on Precinct 13. 

2. The father of Paul Giamatti – who plays 
Dr. Mobley – was the Commissioner of Major 
League Baseball.

3. Giamatti has also starred in Saving 
Private Ryan, 12 Years a Slave, and Straight 
Outta Compton.

4. A promo reel for the movie was shown at 
the 2015 Cannes Film Festival, which led to 
multiple international presales.

5. Jonny Simmons, who stars as Hopper 
Gibson, has also starred in Whiplash, Scott 
Pilgrim vs. The World, and 21 Jump Street. 

by Noah Buschel
Genre: Drama
Released: 2016
Price: $14.99

50 Ratings

Rotten Tomatoes

87%
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Trailer
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Clip of the Movie
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Genre: Rock
Released: Jul 01, 2016
16 Songs
Price: $11.99

1367 Ratings

California 
Blink-182

With a new vocalist and guitarist at hand, 
the seventh studio album from seminal 
pop-punk band Blink-182 showcases their 
talents as musicians, yet still has a hint of 
pop-punk silliness. 

FIVE FACTS:
1. Original vocalist and guitarist Tom DeLonge 
left the band, to be replaced by Matt Skiba – 
the vocalist/guitarist for Alkaline Trio.

2. The band were initially known as Blink 
until an Irish band of the same name 
threatened legal action. 

3. A wide array of musical artists have cited 
the band as an influence, including Grimes, 
Mumford & Sons, and a myriad of modern 
pop punk acts.

4. Four of their albums have gone multi-
platinum across the world, selling up to 
15 million copies.

5. The recipients of 9 awards, including 3 
MTV awards. 

‘Bored to Death’ 
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‘No Future’
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Freetown Sound
Blood Orange 

The third studio album from Blood Orange 
– a moniker of the multi-talented Devonté 
Hynes – is a blend of sometimes solemn, 
sometimes uplifting neo-soul, and is the 
perfect album to begin exploring his 
mystifying discography with.

FIVE FACTS:
1. The album is named after Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, where Hynes’ father was born.

2. Features Carly Rae Jepsen, Zuri Marley, 
Debbie Harry, Nelly Furtado, writer Ta-Nehisi 
Coates, slam poet Ashlee Haze, and others.

3. Has written and contributed songs to a 
wide array of notable acts, including Florence 
and the Machine, Kylie Minogue, and The 
Chemical Brothers.

4. Hynes scored the 2013 film Palo Alto, 
directed by Gia Coppola and starring 
James Franco.

5. When he first announced the album’s 
release on Instagram, Hynes wrote that the 
album was intended for those who had been 
told they were “not black enough, too black, 
Too queer, not queer the right way.”
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‘Augustine’

Genre: Alternative
Released: Jun 27, 2016
17 Songs + digital booklet
Price: $9.99

80 Ratings
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Interview with Hynes 
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Tarzan didn’t roar and The Big Friendly Giant 
didn’t stomp.

Instead, “Finding Dory” led the box office for the 
third straight week, taking in $51.4 million over 
the four-day July 4th weekend according to final 
studio tallies Tuesday. The weekend’s big-budget 
debuts, the King of Jungle makeover “The 
Legend of Tarzan” and Steven Spielberg’s “The 
BFG” both failed to be major draws.

“Tarzan” fared better than some expected, 
though, grossing $46.6 million. Spielberg’s 
Roald Dahl adaptation simply flopped with just 
$22.7 million.

Given its low budget, the horror sequel “The 
Purge: Election Year” was the biggest winner of 
the new openings, scaring up $36.1 million over 
the holiday frame.

BOX OFFICE TOP 20: ‘TARZAN,’ 
‘BFG’ DROWNED BY ‘DORY’
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The top 20 movies at U.S. and Canadian theaters 
Friday through Monday, followed by distribution 
studio, gross, number of theater locations, 
average receipts per location, total gross and 
number of weeks in release, as compiled 
Tuesday by comScore:

1. “Finding Dory,” Disney, $51,436,383, 

4,305 locations, $11,948 average, 

$381,785,985, 3 weeks.

2. “The Legend of Tarzan,” Warner Bros., 

$46,582,405, 3,561 locations,  

$13,081 average, $46,582,405, 1 week.

3. “The Purge: Election Year,” Universal, 

$36,139,295, 2,796 locations,  

$12,925 average, $36,139,295, 1 week.

4. “The BFG,” Disney, $22,716,809,  

3,357 locations, $6,767 average, 

$22,716,809, 1 week.

5. “Independence Day: Resurgence,”  

20th Century Fox, $21,681,926,  

4,091 locations, $5,300 average, 

$77,838,999, 2 weeks.
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6. “Central Intelligence,” Warner Bros., 

$15,405,059, 3,166 locations,  

$4,866 average, $94,842,133, 3 weeks.

7. “The Shallows,” Sony, $10,528,240, 

2,962 locations, $3,554 average, 

$36,779,887, 2 weeks.

8. “Free State Of Jones,” STX 

Entertainment, $5,302,556,  

2,781 locations, $1,907 average, 

$16,368,267, 2 weeks.

9. “The Conjuring 2,” Warner Bros., 

$4,516,713, 2,008 locations,  

$2,249 average, $95,950,251, 4 weeks.

10. “Now You See Me 2,” Lionsgate, 

$3,703,623, 1,788 locations,  

$2,071 average, $59,443,068, 4 weeks.
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11. “Swiss Army Man,” A24, $1,673,746, 

636 locations, $2,632 average, 

$1,828,034, 2 weeks.

12. “Our Kind Of Traitor,” Roadside 

Attractions, $1,208,306,  

373 locations, $3,239 average,  

$1,208,306, 1 week.

13. “X-Men: Apocalypse,” 20th Century 

Fox, $1,113,712, 630 locations, 

$1,768 average, $153,711,167, 6 weeks.

14. “Me Before You,” Warner Bros., 

$1,014,281, 523 locations,  

$1,939 average, $53,901,076, 5 weeks.

15. “Captain America: Civil War,” Disney, 

$951,229, 367 locations,  

$2,592 average, $405,599,617, 9 weeks.
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16. “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: 

Out of the Shadows,” Paramount, 

$941,965, 719 locations, $1,310 average, 

$79,689,467, 5 weeks.

17. “The Jungle Book,” Disney, $783,587, 

294 locations, $2,665 average, 

$359,618,185, 12 weeks.

18. “Warcraft,” Universal, $607,565, 

411 locations, $1,478 average, 

$45,896,490, 4 weeks.

19. “Love & Friendship,” Roadside 

Attractions, $513,593, 185 locations, 

$2,776 average, $12,658,917, 8 weeks.

20. “Alice Through the Looking Glass,” 

Disney, $464,580, 192 locations, 

$2,420 average, $75,744,909, 6 weeks.

Universal and Focus are owned by NBC Universal, a unit of Comcast 
Corp.; Sony, Columbia, Sony Screen Gems and Sony Pictures Classics 
are units of Sony Corp.; Paramount is owned by Viacom Inc.; Disney, 

Pixar and Marvel are owned by The Walt Disney Co.; Miramax is owned 
by Filmyard Holdings LLC; 20th Century Fox and Fox Searchlight are 

owned by 21st Century Fox; Warner Bros. and New Line are units 
of Time Warner Inc.; MGM is owned by a group of former creditors 

including Highland Capital, Anchorage Advisors and Carl Icahn; 
Lionsgate is owned by Lions Gate Entertainment Corp.; IFC is owned by 

AMC Networks Inc.; Rogue is owned by Relativity Media LLC
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Athletes in Rio will compete to be the fastest 
sprinter and highest jumper at the Olympics 
this August. But there’s another test underway 
as well: How well can virtual reality capture 
sporting events?

NBC says it will provide 85 hours of virtual reality 
programming during the Rio Olympics in August 
- though only to users of Samsung Galaxy 
smartphones and the Samsung Gear VR headset. 
It’s the first time Olympics programming will be 
available in VR.

Virtual reality coverage of sports, essentially 
360 video, has been growing since VR headsets 
such as the Samsung Gear and Oculus Rift 
became widely available earlier this year. Sports 
broadcasters are betting that virtual reality will 
be the next big game-changing way ato watch 

NETFLIX TO MAKE  
DEBUT ON  

COMCAST’S X1  
BOX LATER  
THIS YEAR
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sports. But right now, the audience is limited to 
those that have smartphones and VR headsets, 
which can be pricey.

Still, coverage is growing. In May, NBC broadcast 
the Kentucky Derby in 360 video. The NBA has 
broadcast some of its games in virtual reality, 
and Fox Sports broadcast VR streams from the 
U.S. Open at Oakmont in June.

Gary Zenkel, President, NBC Olympics, said Rio will 
be a showcase for the “cutting-edge” technology.

The Olympics video, which will be presented on 
delay during the games, will include opening 
and closing ceremonies, men’s basketball, 
gymnastics, and track-and-field events. Other 
virtualized sports will include beach volleyball, 
diving, boxing and fencing. NBC will also release 
VR highlight packages of those sports.

The VR video itself will be captured by Olympic 
Broadcasting Services, a unit of the International 
Olympic Committee that provides video feeds 
to international broadcasters. Viewers will need 
Samsung devices and the NBC Sports app. 
Samsung is the official smartphone sponsor of 
the 2016 Olympics in Rio. Compatible phones 
include the Samsung Galaxy S7, Galaxy S7 Edge, 
Galaxy S6, Galaxy S6 Edge, Galaxy S6 Edge+ and 
Galaxy Note 5 phones.

Other Olympics sponsors have been jumping 
on the virtual reality bandwagon too. Kellogg’s, 
which sponsors Team USA, shot Olympics 
contender Tom Shields in 360 video as he 
practiced underwater for a marketing effort that 
appeared online and at an event in New York.

The Olympics will take place in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, on Aug. 5 to 21.
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Soaring over Jupiter’s poles, a NASA spacecraft 
arrived at the solar system’s largest planet on a 
mission to peek behind the cloud tops.

The final leg of the five-year voyage ended Monday 
when the solar-powered Juno spacecraft fired its 
main rocket engine and gracefully slipped into orbit 
around Jupiter. Mission controllers celebrated when 
Juno sent back radio signals confirming it reached 
its destination.

“We’re there. We’re in orbit. We conquered Jupiter,” 
Juno chief scientist Scott Bolton said during a post-
mission briefing.

In the weeks leading up to the encounter, Juno 
snapped pictures of the giant planet and its four 
inner moons dancing around it. Scientists were 
surprised to see Jupiter’s second-largest moon, 
Callisto, appearing dimmer than expected.

The spacecraft’s camera and other instruments were 
switched off for arrival, so there weren’t any pictures 
at that key moment. Scientists have promised close-
up views of the planet when Juno skims the cloud 
tops during the 20-month, $1.1 billion mission 
managed by NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

The fifth rock from the sun and the heftiest planet 
in the solar system, Jupiter is what’s known as a gas 
giant - a ball of hydrogen and helium - unlike rocky 
Earth and Mars.

With its billowy clouds and colorful stripes, Jupiter 
is an extreme world that likely formed first, shortly 
after the sun. Unlocking its history may hold clues to 
understanding how Earth and the rest of the solar 
system developed.

Named after Jupiter’s cloud-piercing wife in Roman 
mythology, Juno is only the second mission 
designed to spend time at Jupiter.
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Galileo, launched in 1989, circled Jupiter for 
nearly a decade, beaming back splendid views 
of the planet and its numerous moons. It 
uncovered signs of an ocean beneath the icy 
surface of the moon Europa, considered a top 
target in the search for life outside Earth.

Juno’s mission: To peer through Jupiter’s 
cloud-socked atmosphere and map the 
interior from a unique vantage point above 
the poles. Among the lingering questions: 
How much water exists? Is there a solid core? 
Why are Jupiter’s southern and northern lights 
the brightest in the solar system?

“What Juno’s about is looking beneath 
that surface,” said Bolton of the Southwest 
Research Institute in Texas. “We’ve got to go 
down and look at what’s inside, see how it’s 
built, how deep these features go, learn about 
its real secrets.”

There’s also the mystery of its Great Red Spot. 
Recent observations by the Hubble Space 
Telescope revealed the centuries-old monster 
storm in Jupiter’s atmosphere is shrinking.

The trek to Jupiter, spanning nearly five years 
and 1.8 billion miles (2.8 billion kilometers), 
took Juno on a tour of the inner solar system 
followed by a swing past Earth that catapulted 
it beyond the asteroid belt between Mars 
and Jupiter.

Along the way, Juno became the first 
spacecraft to cruise that far out powered by 
the sun, beating Europe’s comet-chasing 
Rosetta spacecraft. A trio of massive solar 
wings sticks out from Juno like blades from a 
windmill, generating 500 watts of power to 
run its nine instruments.
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In the coming days, Juno will turn its 
instruments back on, but the real work won’t 
begin until late August when the spacecraft 
swings in closer. Plans called for Juno to swoop 
within 3,000 miles (5,000 kilometers) of Jupiter’s 
clouds - closer than previous missions - to map 
the planet’s gravity and magnetic fields in order 
to learn about the interior makeup.

Juno braved a hostile radiation environment to 
reach Jupiter. Engineers prepared by housing 
the spacecraft’s computer and electronics in a 
titanium vault. Even so, Juno is expected to get 
blasted with radiation equal to more than 100 
million dental X-rays during the mission.

Like Galileo before it, Juno meets its demise in 
2018 when it deliberately dives into Jupiter’s 
atmosphere and disintegrates - a necessary 
sacrifice to prevent any chance of accidentally 
crashing into the planet’s potentially habitable 
moons. Since launching in 2011, NASA’s Juno 
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spacecraft has been cruising toward the biggest 
planet in the solar system. On Monday, Juno 
performed a nail-biting move that placed it into 
orbit around Jupiter to explore its cloud-covered 
atmosphere and interior makeup.

Here are a few key numbers about the $1.1 
billion mission:

- 1.8 BILLION MILES (2.8 BILLION 
KILOMETERS)

That’s the total distance traveled from launch 
to arrival. Juno’s journey wasn’t a straight shot. 
Because the rocket that carried Juno wasn’t 
powerful enough to boost it directly to Jupiter, 
it took a longer route. It looped around the inner 
solar system and then swung by Earth, using our 
planet as a gravity slingshot to hurtle toward the 
outer solar system.

3-2-1: A LOOK AT 
NASA’S JUPITER 

MISSION BY  
THE NUMBER
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- 3,100 MILES (5,000 KILOMETERS)

That’s how close Juno will fly to Jupiter’s cloud 
tops. It’ll pass over the poles 37 times during 
the mission on a path that avoids the most 
intense radiation.

- 48 MINUTES, 19 SECONDS

That’s the time it took for radio signals from 
Jupiter to reach Earth. During the encounter, 
Juno fired its main engine for about a half hour 
to slow down. By the time ground controllers 
receive word, the engine burn was completed, 
placing Juno in orbit.

- 20 MONTHS

That’s how long the mission will last. Because 
Juno is in a harsh radiation environment, its 
delicate electronics are housed in a special 
titanium vault. Eventually, Juno will succumb to 
the intense radiation and will be commanded to 
plunge into Jupiter’s atmosphere to avoid any 
collision with the planet’s moons.
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- NINE

Juno carries a suite of nine instruments 
to explore Jupiter from its interior to its 
atmosphere. It will map Jupiter’s gravity and 
magnetic fields and track how much water is 
in the atmosphere. Its color camera dubbed 
JunoCam will snap close-ups of Jupiter’s swirling 
clouds, polar regions and shimmering southern 
and northern lights.

- THREE

Three massive solar wings extend from Juno, 
making it the most distant solar-powered 
spacecraft. The panels can generate 500 watts of 
electricity, enough to power the instruments.

Online:

Mission page: http://tinyurl.com/
Jupitermission
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A medical implant that slowly dissolves into 
the body could be the answer to long-standing 
safety concerns with devices used to treat 
clogged arteries.

But not so fast, say experts.

Abbott Laboratories’ newly-approved Absorb 
stent comes with one important caveat: it 
hasn’t yet been shown to be safer than older 
metal implants.

The Food and Drug Administration approved 
the device Tuesday for patients with coronary 
artery disease, the artery-narrowing condition 
that causes about 370,000 U.S. deaths each 
year, according to government figures. The new 
stent is designed to gradually dissolve over 
three years.

Currently-available stents are permanent, 
mesh-wire tubes that hold open arteries after a 
procedure used to clear fatty plaque.

Experts describe Abbott’s device as an 
important step in finding a better approach to 
treating the leading cause of death in the U.S.

“This is presumably a better technology going 
forward, at least that’s the theory, but it will 
take years to prove,” said Dr. George Vetrovec, 
professor emeritus at Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Vetrovec was part of an FDA advisory 
panel of cardiologists who overwhelmingly 
endorsed the device in March.

The Absorb stent, already sold in Europe and 
Asia, is made of a degradable material that’s 
designed to stay intact for one year then break 
down over the next two years.
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Use of metallic stents surged in the early 2000s 
as a treatment for people who suffered a heart 
will prevent many of those late events,” said Dr. 
Gregg Stone, of Columbia University Medical 
Center, who helped conduct the pivotal trial of 
Absorb. Stone was not paid by Abbott for his 
work on the trial.

Some Wall Street analysts are betting that 
products like Absorb will allow companies to 
raise prices and boost revenue.

“The key for the stent market will be whether 
pricing returns to rational levels and the success 
of the new bio-absorbable stent platforms,” 
states Evercore ISI analyst Vijay Kumar, in an 
investment note. He says a “perfect storm 
of events,” including safety concerns and 
the economic downturn led Abbott and 
competitors Medtronic Inc. and Boston Scientific 
Corp. to slash prices in recent years.

Stent sales fell roughly 30 percent to $4.1 billion 
in 2014 from 2006 levels, according to Evercore.

Abbott said it does not disclose the price of its 
stents. Hospitals often bill $30,000 for stenting 
procedures, which includes the costs of the 
stent, medical staff and other equipment 
and services.

Chicago-based Abbott controls a little more 
than a third of the U.S. stent market. More than 
a dozen medical device makers are working on 
their own dissolving stent technologies.
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A federal appeals court ruled Tuesday that work-
related emails on a private account used by the 
White House’s top science adviser are subject to 
disclosure under federal open records laws.

The three judge panel sided with a conservative 
think tank that had filed a lawsuit seeking emails 
from John Holdren, director of the White House 
Office of Science and Technology Policy.

The ruling overturns a lower court judge that 
said Holdren’s office did not have to comply with 
the Freedom of Information Act request from 
the Competitive Enterprise Institute.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia rejected the agency’s argument that 
emails on a private server were outside the 
government’s control.

COURT RULES 
AGAINST WHITE 
HOUSE SCIENCE 
OFFICE IN  
EMAIL CASE
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The court said the agency does not necessarily 
have to disclose the emails, but must search 
through them and determine whether any are 
subject to public disclosure requirements. It 
sent the case back to the lower court to make 
that determination.

Media organizations including The Associated 
Press, The New York Times, The Washington 
Post and the American Society of News Editors 
have backed the lawsuit.

“If the agency head controls what would 
otherwise be an agency record, then it is still 
an agency record and still must be searched or 
produced,” Judge David Sentelle said.
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The dispute involves emails Holdren sent and 
received on an account run by the Woods Hole 
Research Center, a nonprofit climate change 
think tank based in Falmouth, Massachusetts.

Sentelle said the ruling serves the purpose  
of federal open records laws, which help  
the public keep track of what the government 
is doing.

“If a department head can deprive the citizens 
of their right to know what his department is 
up to by the simple expedient of maintaining 
his departmental emails on an account in 
another domain, that purpose is hardly 
served,” he said.
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Apple wants to encourage millions of iPhone 
owners to register as organ donors through 
a software update that will add an easy sign-
up button to the health information app that 
comes installed on every smartphone the 
company makes.

CEO Tim Cook says he hopes the new software, 
set for limited release this month, will help ease 
a critical and longstanding donor shortage. 
He said the problem hit home when his friend 
and former boss, Apple co-founder Steve 
Jobs, endured an “excruciating” wait for a liver 
transplant in 2009.

“Watching and seeing him every day, waiting 
and not knowing - it stuck with me and left an 
impression that I’ll never forget,” Cook told The 
Associated Press. Cook was so concerned that he 
offered to donate part of his own liver, although 
Jobs refused.

APPLE URGES ORGAN 
DONATION VIA NEW 

iPHONE SOFTWARE
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Jobs died of complications from pancreatic 
cancer in 2011, two years after receiving a liver 
transplant in Tennessee that was credited with 
extending his life. He enrolled in that state’s 
registry after doctors advised him the lengthy 
waiting list in California meant he wouldn’t live 
long enough to get one in his home state.

Now, donation advocates are hoping the new 
sign-up method will appeal especially to young 
adults who already use their smartphones for all 
kinds of online transactions.

“Younger Americans are not registering at the 
same rate as they have in the past,” said David 
Fleming, chief executive of Donate Life America, 
a nonprofit national donation registry that’s 
working with Apple.

More than 120,000 people in the United States 
are waiting for a life-saving organ transplant, 
Fleming said, while on average 22 die each day 
without receiving one.

Apple is adding the option to register with Donate 
Life by clicking a new button within the iPhone’s 
Health app, which was introduced in 2014 as a tool 
for recording and managing a variety of health 
and fitness data. Another new button will link 
to information about organ donation. If a user 
registers as a donor, the app can add that fact to 
an optional “emergency information” display that 
can be seen when the phone is locked.

The software will come to all U.S.-based iPhones 
this fall when the company releases the next 
major update to Apple’s mobile operating 
system, known as iOS 10. It’s being released this 
week to software developers and soon after 
that to iPhone owners who have requested early 
access to a test version of iOS 10.

Image:  Monica M. Davey
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Apple Inc. isn’t the first tech giant to embrace 
organ donation. Facebook added a feature in 
2012 that lets members of the social network 
display their status as registered donors, 
and share links to registries in their states or 
countries. Johns Hopkins University researchers 
later reported the feature spurred thousands 
of new registrations, although the volume 
gradually fell from a one-day peak of 13,000.

Donate Life worked with Facebook on that 
project and has tried to improve on it, Fleming 
said. For example, there was no national 
donor registry when the Facebook feature 
was introduced, so users initially had to click 
through multiple links to sign up in their states. 
Donate Life now operates a national registry, 
which medical groups can search, along with 
individual state registries, to confirm whether 
a recently dead person had agreed to donate 
organs. The iPhone app lets users enroll directly 
with that national registry.

140



Image: Gary He

Several apps related to organ donation are 
available for competing Android phones, 
but Fleming suggested the iPhone app may 
be more effective because “you don’t have 
to download something or do something 
additional to get access to it.”

After Jobs received his transplant, health 
experts noted that most people can’t afford 
to travel outside their home state for a new 
organ. Jobs lobbied in 2010 for a California 
law that encouraged more people to register 
as donors in his state, telling audiences that, 
“as a transplant recipient, I know how precious 
this gift of life is.”

Cook said he hopes the iPhone app will bring 
“a substantial increase” in registrations, which 
in turn should “save lives and save people 
from that excruciating wait and wondering 
what’s going to happen.”
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CAN’T STOP THE FEELING!
Justin timberlake

H.O.L.Y.
Florida GeorGia line

ME TOO
meGhan trainor

ONE DANCE (FEAT. WIZKID & KYLA)
drake

CHEAP THRILLS (FEAT. SEAN PAUL)
sia

DON’T LET ME DOWN (FEAT. DAYA)
the Chainsmokers

THIS IS WHAT YOU CAME FOR 
 (FEAT. RIHANNA)
Calvin harris

RIDE
twenty one pilots

LET IT GO
James bay

JUST LIKE FIRE
p!nk
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IF I’M HONEST
blake shelton

BLURRYFACE
twenty one pilots

BLACKSUMMERS’NIGHT
maxwell

TRAVELLER
Chris stapleton

YOU SHOULD BE HERE
Cole swindell

THE GETAWAY
red hot Chili peppers

HERO
maren morris

25
adele

NOW THAT’S WHAT I CALL MUSIC, VOL. 57
various artists

TRUE SADNESS
the avett brothers
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CAN’T STOP THE FEELING!
Justin timberlake

THIS IS WHAT YOU CAME FOR
(FEAT. RIHANNA) 
Calvin harris

ME TOO 
meGhan trainor

JUST LIKE FIRE 
p!nk

THE SOUND OF SILENCE
disturbed

THIS ONE’S FOR ME AND YOU
(FEAT. NEW EDITION)
Johnny Gill

MESSIN’ AROUND (WITH ENRIQUE IGLESIAS)
pitbull

SHE’S GOT A WAY WITH WORDS
blake shelton 

HUNTIN’, FISHIN’ AND LOVIN’ EVERY DAY
luke bryan

WORK FROM HOME (FEAT. TY DOLLA $IGN)
FiFth harmony
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OH BABY!
keepinG up with the kardashians, season 12

DEVIL MAY CARE
the last ship, season 3

SUNDOWNER
preaCher, season 1

SNOW YOU DIDN’T! PT. 2
keepinG up with the kardashians, season 12

STEEL CALZONES
the real housewives oF new york City, season 8

GAMBIT
hell on wheels, season 5

WELCOME TO YOUR NEW HOME
dark matter, season 2

EPISODE 6
biG brother, season 18

BEDLAM
pretty little liars, season 7

1206
the baChelorette, season 12
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NIGHT
elie wiesel & marion wiesel

HITCHED, VOLUME 1
kendall ryan

BETRAYAL
Fern miChaels

FIRST COMES LOVE
emily GiFFin

MAGIC
danielle steel

FOREIGN AGENT
brad thor

THE TRIAL: A BOOKSHOT
James patterson & maxine paetro

ME BEFORE YOU
JoJo moyes

THE GIRLS
emma Cline

PACKING LIGHT
ally vesterFelt
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A Northern California man who said Google was 
“watching him” faces federal charges in three 
late-night attacks on the company’s Silicon 
Valley headquarters, including accusations of 
tossing Molotov cocktails and opening fire on a 
building, authorities say.

No one was hurt in the attacks that took place in 
May and June, though one of the Internet search 
giant’s self-driving cars was destroyed by fire.

Raul Diaz, 30, faces an arson charge in the first 
attack that began shortly before midnight 
May 19 at the company’s massive campus in 
Mountain View, California, according to a federal 
complaint. An employee called police after 
seeing a man throw a beer bottle at a Google 
mapping car and then watching the area burst 
into flames. The fire bombs landed at the rear of 
the vehicle, which sustained minimal damage.

Police say they recovered fragments from two 
bottles of Blue Moon beer.

CALIFORNIA MAN 
FACES CHARGE 

IN ARSON 
AT GOOGLE 

HEADQUARTERS
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Charges in two later attacks are pending.

The second incident happened June 4 at 
about 11:30 p.m., federal authorities said. Two 
witnesses reported hearing gunshots about 
half a mile away from where the fire broke 
out, and police arrived to find five bullet holes 
in Google office windows. Surveillance video 
captured what appears to be the same SUV 
captured on video May 19.

Authorities believe a .22 caliber handgun was 
used during the attack.

Police were called a third time about 2 
a.m. June 10 after a Google self-driving car 
was destroyed by fire. Surveillance video 
captured a young Hispanic man approaching 
the car with what looked like a squirt gun 
with a long tube and then a bright flash of 
fire. The same SUV was also recorded on the 
surveillance video.

On June 30, shortly after midnight, Mountain 
View police pulled over a 2004 Volkswagen 
Touareg they said Diaz was driving on the 
Google campus. The arresting officer said he 
could see a gun case and a cylinder with wires 
coming out of it that was later determined to 
be a pipe bomb, according to a search warrant 
affidavit filed with a federal court.

Johnny Luu, a Google spokesman, said a self-
driving car was not involved in any of the 
incidents and said he had no other details about 
what happened.

According to the affidavit, Diaz told 
investigators he was responsible for all three 
attacks and was planning another before he 
was stopped and arrested.
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“Diaz told officers that his motivation behind 
the attacks was that he felt Google was 
watching him and that made him upset,” the 
affidavit stated.

Agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives were called to 
investigate the bombs and met with Google 
security and local police on June 15 to  
review surveillance video, according to  
court documents.

Diaz made a brief appearance in a San Jose 
federal court Friday, but didn’t enter a plea. He 
remains jailed and is represented by federal 
public defender Varrel Fuller, who didn’t return 
a phone call Tuesday.
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Within 24 hours of Britain’s vote to leave the 
European Union, London-based technology 
startup Netz saw five investors suspend 
hundreds of thousands of pounds in  
promised money.

Now the company, which provides data to 
financial companies on potential customers, 
can’t hire the candidates it had lined up. And 
should it eventually get the needed investment, 
it will face the risk of not being able to tap 
enough talent as Britain’s departure from the 
EU could make it more difficult to hire from the 
bloc’s other 27 countries.

IN BREXIT, LONDON 
STARTUPS SEE RISK _ AND 

SOME OPPORTUNITIES
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“The people we want to hire, are they still 
interested in coming to London? There is a lot 
of uncertainty from a regulatory point of view,” 
said CEO Frank Bertele, a German national. 
Since the vote, he has accelerated plans to 
expand into the U.S.

Britain’s decision to break away from the EU 
has created huge uncertainties for businesses, 
and there is no more vulnerable a period for 
a company than its infancy. Survival depends 
on getting the timing right in attracting 
investment, hiring workers, and spending on 
office space and equipment. London’s tech 
companies will scramble to cope - though 
true to the startup community’s culture of 
adaptability, many are looking to the tumult 
also as a source of opportunity for new 
business and to gain ground on the less nimble 
established companies.

Among the top concerns for startups in London 
is hiring. Being part of the EU guarantees free 
movement of workers, without the hassle and 
costs of visas or work permits. The tech sector is 
particularly dependent on accessing talent easily. 
A 2015-survey by Wayra, a startup incubator, 
found that one third of employees in tech 
startups in Britain are from outside the country, 
and one in five comes from another EU nation.

The concerns about the potential effect of 
a British EU exit, or Brexit, come as the U.K. 
tech industry is already experiencing a talent 
shortage. To help with that, the government 
allows firms to speed up recruitment of 
nationals from outside EU. Job search engine 
Adzuna shows there are around 35,000 open 
software positions in London.
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DueDil, a financial technology startup, has 
doubled its staff every year for the past five 
years, with 20 percent coming from other EU 
countries. It is growing far too quickly to have 
the luxury of waiting for Britain’s relationship 
with the EU to be clarified over coming months. 
As a result, it has hastily drafted a plan for a 
European office. It will decide in the next few 
weeks whether that will be in Dublin, Berlin or 
another European city.

“If it hadn’t been for Brexit, we would probably 
have hired more people in London,” said Damian 
Kimmelman, CEO of DueDil.

According to Pat Saini, the head of the 
immigration team at law firm Pennington 
Manches, it costs upward of 5,000 pounds 
($6,650) in visa costs and related fees to hire a 
person from the U.S. or another country outside 
the EU. “If EU nationals, with Brexit, end in the 
same category as nationals from outside the EU, 
then companies relying on EU labor will have to 
wait longer and pay extra for workers,” she said.

For some startups, however, the uncertainty has 
not been all bad.

Netz saw the number of customer requests 
quadruple since last week’s vote. Wealth 
managers and financial advisors in particular 
have flocked to Netz to find potential new 
clients from the startup’s database. And one 
of the five investors who had suspended their 
involvement in the company has since changed 
his mind and decided to back Netz regardless of 
the uncertainty.

DueDil landed three contracts in two days 
from investment-keen American equity firms 
that wanted to profit from the drop in the 
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British pound and access DueDil’s database of 
detailed information about private firms  
in the U.K.

And by nature of being small, startups have a 
flexibility to adapt to new situations and take 
advantage of changes in the market in a way 
that would take longer for big companies with 
thousands of people on their payrolls.

“When people start realizing that these 
obstacles in front of them are opportunities, 
startups are the ones that best can exploit 
them,” said Kimmelman.

Some are concerned that an EU exit means 
London will lose its luster as a vibrant tech 
hub. London’s finance technology industry  
is particularly at risk. In the past year, 
companies in Britain attracted one third of  
the venture capital invested in European 
startups, according to the venture capital 
database CB Insights.

Neil Rimer, co-founder of venture capital firm 
Index Ventures, says that’s unlikely in the 
longer run as it will be in the interest of the 
British government, whatever the future trade 
relations with EU countries, to keep attracting 
talent and encourage startups.

“Whoever ends up doing the negotiations  
are not interested in standing up the flow  
of people coming to work,” he said. “I think 
they will work very hard to preserve that kind 
of mobility.”

For his firm, Index Ventures, which has  
$1.25 billion to invest and has backed  
startups like Dropbox and Skype, Brexit is 
business as usual.
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A report by the organizers of the Davos forum 
says the United States, Singapore, Finland, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and Israel 
are getting the biggest bang for their buck in 
economic and digital innovation.

The Geneva-based World Economic Forum 
says in its new Global Information Technology 
Report released Wednesday that trends suggest 
individuals, not business or government, are 
driving the digital revolution and an already 
large gap in infrastructure between rich and 
developing countries is widening.

WEF competitiveness chief Margareta Drzeniek-
Hanouz says “government or businesses are 
not leveraging digital technology sufficiently.” 
She said developing nations could benefit by 
providing more affordable access.

7 COUNTRIES BENEFIT MOST FROM 
TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION
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