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editor's note

A
s we head into winter, it’s important to maintain our outdoor areas 

so it doesn’t become a rush to get them ready when spring comes 

around. So how do you give your backyard the TLC that it deserves 

during the cooler months? Our Maintenance Guide this issue is a 

great place to start. Learn how to freshen outdoor furniture, care for pavers, 

revive timber surfaces and change your cladding in no time. 

Plus, put away that take-away pizza menu, as we’ve got something better 

in store. Nothing beats the flavour (and smell) of a delicious wood-fired pizza 

and the process of making it in your own backyard is just as special. We take 

a look at seven wood-fired and pizza ovens that are not only handy at making 

a gourmet meal but will also look good in your outdoor space — perhaps even 

becoming a centrepiece — and even keep you warm.

No matter where you live (or plan to live) or what your style, our designer 

gardens features this edition have got you covered. In the Melbourne suburb 

of Malvern East, we escape to a garden that’s full of whimsy and intrigue. The 

first thing you’ll notice is the amazing collection of sheep sculptures that are 

made out of wire and beads. Along with a comprehensive selection of plants, 

this garden will send you on a path of discovery. 

In Sydney, we go behind the scenes of a completely revamped backyard 

complete with a modern outdoor play area for the kids, pool, firepit and 

gorgeous cement bowls filled with succulents.

Our backyard revolutionaries this issue include American couple Ashley and 

Jason who found the simpler, healthier way of life they craved in rural Italy. We 

visit their beautifully restored stone farmhouse. Amazingly, it’s more than 300 

years old!

An often overlooked element of outdoor areas is lighting, but it’s worthy of 

special attention. Our lighting feature shows how you can utilise your space 

day and night as well as how lighting can contribute to the look of your garden. 

The right lighting can enhance certain features, add safety and make your 

outdoor area functional at night.

So, whether you want to maintain the work that you’ve already done or are 

thinking of starting a brand-new project, there is plenty to inspire you in this 

issue of Backyard. Happy reading. 
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The Lifestyle Modular Outdoor kitchen range 113A Fairford Rd, Padstow (Just off the M5 Motorway) 
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Specialists in bamboo and sustainable materials
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The House of Bamboo® has been in the bamboo 
industry for over 50 years and is recognised 

today as one of Australia’s leading suppliers.

Shading | Fencing | Cladding | Privacy Screens

Showroom opening hours: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 9am-3pm Find us on Facebook!
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VIVA MEXICO 

Mexican-inspired birthday 

parties, baby showers and 

weddings are fast becoming 

a trend. As the culture is 

so full of life, colour and 

flavour, it’s little wonder that 

people are using its style 

to create a fun atmosphere 

and party vibe. However, 

there is no reason for it to be 

exclusive to events. Why not 

brighten up your backyard 

with some vibrant Mexican 

flavour? The Mexican Flags 

and Woven Hammock from 

The Toucan Shop create 

an uplifting feeling and 

deliver a welcome splash of 

colour to this outdoor space. 

thetoucanshop.com

Renowned online furniture retailer Milan

Direct has recently launched its new online 

DIY store, MD Finishings. As well supplying 

a wide range of interior items from shower 

heads to wallpaper, the website supplies 

a variety of outdoor finishings including 

raised garden beds, pet enclosures, fencing, 

solar lighting and sandpits, perfect for that 

backyard renovation or DIY project. Pictured 

is the Glowpear self-watering urban garden 

planter, which comes with a convenient 

built-in water reservoir and can be wheeled 

indoors at night or when the weather is a bit 

wild. mdfinishings.com.au

FOLLOW US

facebook.com/
BackyardGardenDesignIdeasMagazine

http://www.completehome.com.au/
outdoor-living 

don't miss 
a beatKeep in touch to keep up-to-date

DO IT YOURSELF
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SPACE
FOR LIVING

This year, Pantone released not one but two colours of the year! Rose Quartz (soft pink) and

Serenity (sky blue) are complementary shades that were chosen to represent compassion

and respite in turbulent times. So how do these colours translate to the garden? Why not

start by planting some pretty Flower Carpet Appleblossom from Tesselaar. This resilient

rose experiences a very long blooming period, so you can enjoy its full colour for longer.

Tesselaar’s vibrant Blue Storm Agapanthus would look great planted alongside the

Appleblossom, beautifully offsetting its gorgeous pink hues. tesselaar.com

IN THE NICK OF TIME
Made of 40mm-thick, premium-quality synthetic turf, the NicNic 

turf rug allows you to have a splash of green in your courtyard 

or on your balcony without the muss and fuss of real grass. Or 

you can use it inside the house to bring a touch of the outside in. 

NicNic is available in four shapes and two sizes (large 1.8m x 1.8m 

x 40mm, small 1.5m x 1.5m x 40mm). Your kids — two-legged and 

four-legged — will love them too. arkofurniture.com.au

MORE ENERGY 
Energy consumption is becoming an increasing 

concern for homeowners. In response to this, 

Clipsal by Schneider Electric has launched an 

app that allows you to manage your home’s 

energy, anytime, anywhere. Wiser Link lets you 

measure and monitor your electricity, gas and 

water use from wherever you are as long you 

have access to an internet connection. From 

heating and cooling to hot water and lighting, 

this user-friendly app will let you know how 

much energy each electrical device in your home 

is using and who in your family is consuming the 

most. Now you can take control of your energy 

use and reduce your bills from your hammock 

or deck chair while using your smartphone or 

tablet. schneider-electric.com

COLOUR INSPO

While moss on the ground is often seen as a pest as it can create a slippery hazard 

in your garden, there are certain plants that you can intentionally grow between your 

pavers. The pavers in this garden by Scenic Blue Design have Soleirolia soleirolii 

(baby’s tears) growing between them. This beautiful emerald-green evergreen has tiny 

leaves that create a soft velvet-like carpet. This creeping groundcover is most suited 

to areas that are out of direct sunlight and is relatively low-maintenance as it doesn’t 

need to be pruned. scenicbluedesign.com.au

EVERGREEN BABY

BDI141_008-009 Space for living.indd   9 4/1/2016   3:13:54 PM
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the Makers
Not only does it make great-tasting food and provide a fun outdoor 

activity, a pizza or wood-fi red oven adds character to your backyard 
and can even become a feature 

MEXICAN FLAVOUR
Fitting hand in glove with its coastal location, this enchanting 

garden on Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula is a testament to 

creative design and canny plant selection. Reminiscent of a 

Mexican adobe, this unique pizza oven is like a work of art. 

Under the guiding hand of designer Clive Abben of Abben Art 

Garden Design, the pizza oven and outdoor seating area were 

built by local craftsmen and the structural steel panels made 

by a local artist. As sustainability was a major focus of the 

design, the pizza oven doors were taken from an old wood-

burning stove and recycled pier timbers were used to build 

the seating area. “The homeowners’ brief was for a relaxing 

getaway from the hustle and bustle of city life. Somewhere 

they could use for entertaining or unwinding,” says Clive. 

abbenartgardendesign.com.au

BDI141_010-018 Makers.indd   10 3/30/2016   4:05:25 PM
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BUEN PROVECHO
Located in the leafy sandstone suburb of 

Hunters Hill, Sydney, casa McDonough 

is situated at the end of a quiet cul-

de-sac. Built in the 1950s, the home 

is filled with treasures collected from 

around the world, creating an intimate 

atmosphere with particular reference 

to Mediterranean and South American 

influences. Known for their amazing food, 

including the Spanish classic paella, 

homeowners Mac and Mardee cook 

wood-fired pizza in their own pizza oven 

imported from Italy, clad with Spanish 

hand-painted and -glazed decorative 

marble tiles that evoke a Mediterranean 

ambience. Alongside the pizza oven, 

there is a paella cooker and, of course, 

a barbecue, allowing for the preparation 

of a varied menu depending upon the 

occasion. woodfireovens.net

BDI141_010-018 Makers.indd   11 3/30/2016   4:05:27 PM
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THE
MAKERS

KITTED OUT
Installing a pizza oven doesn’t necessarily 

require a designer and it needn’t be 

shipped from an exotic location overseas 

either. For those partial to a little 

DIY, wood-fired oven specialist The 

Melbourne Fire Brick Company offers 

several options. The company’s flagship 

item, the PreCut Brick Oven kit, caters to 

those seeking an authentic Italian-style 

brick oven, minus the work involved in 

creating it. Many people find the idea of 

cutting bricks, making formwork and 

designing an oven from scratch to be too 

challenging, so this is the ideal solution. 

The kit comes with bricks carefully cut 

to size, formwork and specially designed 

tools to make building easy. To guide 

you through the process, it also comes 

with easy-to-follow written and video 

instructions. melbournefirebricks.com.au

BDI141_010-018 Makers.indd   12 4/5/2016   2:03:42 PM



FIRE PITS CHIMINEAS PIZZA OVENS

QUALITY FIRE PITS
• Australia’s Largest Range
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AUSSIE HEATWAVE CHIMINEA
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• Premium Quality • 20 Yr Guarantee
• Optional BBQ & Pizza Oven Attachment

MORSO KAMINO
• Outdoor Fireplace

• Wood Fired
 • Cast Iron Construction

ZESTI PIZZA OVEN
• Australian Made

• Fully Assembled & Portable
• Superior Quality & Performance

MORSO GRILL
• Wood Fired Oven

• Heating & Cooking
• Sleek Compact Design

Aussie Heatwave Fireplaces P/L
41 John St, Oakleigh VIC
(5 mins from Chadstone)

SPECIALISTS IN OUTDOOR WOODFIRED HEATING & COOKING
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Phone: 1800 331 336
www.aussieheatwave.com.au
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*Conditions Apply
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CLEAN LINES
With the perfect mix of greenery and built environment, this 

striking project in New Zealand fulfilled the homeowners’ 

dream for a comprehensive outdoor cooking area. The project 

was a collaboration between Celia Visser from Celia Visser 

Design, who designed the outdoor kitchen and dining area, 

and landscape designer Andrew Barrowcliffe, who worked 

on planting and paving. Three distinctive cooking appliances 

were incorporated into the design — a wood-fired pizza oven 

combined with a fireplace, a gas barbecue with hobs and a 

charcoal barbecue — so that the homeowners have multiple 

cooking options. The outdoor kitchen is highly functional, 

complete with a double sink as well as drawers and cupboards 

under each bench. Extra preparation space is provided on 

either side of the pizza oven and fireplace. Due to the clean 

lines and pared-back colour palette used in the design, the 

clients selected a sophisticated stainless-steel pizza oven. 

visserdesign.co.nz
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Specialising in authentic Italian style Brick Oven kits, 
PreCast Pizza Ovens and refractory materials for the 
construction of Wood Fired Ovens and Fireplaces.

OUR AIM IS SIMPLE: TO MAKE IT AFFORDABLE TO BUILD THE HIGHEST QUALITY WOOD FIRED OVENS AND FIREPLACES

p. 03 9703 1758  www.melbourne� rebricks.com.au
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BLACK BEAUTY
Sturdy and long-lasting, a cast-iron wood-fired oven will add 

a bold and authentic appearance to your alfresco cooking 

area. The Morso Forno grill is made from solid enamelled 

cast iron, which provides a superior grilling platform. Here it 

is positioned on the Morso outdoor table but it can also come 

fixed on a base with three legs made from teak that are held 

together with a stainless-steel ring. The grill comes with 

a coal insert and grate made from cast iron. The special 

surface of the grill grate has innumerable small pores that 

absorb the fat and flavouring from the meat — a unique 

feature that ensures the meat is grilled to perfection in its 

own juices — unlike stainless-steel grates where the meat is 

not grilled but roasted. woodpecker.com.au
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THE
MAKERS

CENTRE STAGE
Notice how this wood-fired oven has 

become the centrepiece of this outdoor 

area? It has been cleverly built into 

this outdoor benchtop with matching 

materials to create a cohesive overall 

look. The various screening plants behind 

add a nice touch as well, with the green 

of the plants adding vibrancy to the 

otherwise neutral palette. It seems that 

everything was catered for in this design. 

When in use, the flickering flames from 

within the oven become mesmerising 

with a simply divine wood-fire fragrance. 

When designing your own space, don’t 

forget to provide somewhere to store 

wood so that it is easily accessible. 

gardenridge.com.au

BDI141_010-018 Makers.indd   17 4/1/2016   3:15:46 PM
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PERSONAL STYLE
These days, there are myriad outdoor 

oven styles and finishes to choose from 

so it all depends on the materials and 

colour scheme used in your outdoor 

area. Ovens can be constructed from fire 

bricks, clay or a range of chic, refractory 

and insulating materials that create a 

thermal blanket trapping and retaining 

heat. Finishes can include rendered, 

brick or stylish stainless-steel, which is 

increasingly becoming popular in modern 

backyards. Stainless-steel arches and 

trims result in a contemporary, sleek 

wood-fired oven, which complements 

the stainless-steel alfresco kitchens and 

barbecues that are also in vogue. For a 

clever twist on the traditional style, some 

contemporary wood-fired oven domes 

come in a wide range of designer colours, 

to match any decor. Pictured is the Z1100 

Aztec on a trolley. aussieheatwave.com.au

BDI141_010-018 Makers.indd   18 4/1/2016   4:16:14 PM
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ABOVE Jason and Ashley’s dream to set up a cooking school has become a reality.

20 | BACKYARD

This American couple fo
simpler, healthier way of life they 
craved in rural Italy

dreaTHE 
LIVING 

Words & photos: sandy moore

A
shley and Jason Bartner kicked off a 

three-month Italian food adventure 

with planned cooking and produce 

classes on farms, nonnas and 

artisans to visit and secrets to be gleaned from 

great Michelin chefs, who were allowing them 

into their kitchens.

In their first week, they headed to the 

country. The moment they pulled off the rural 

lane and arrived at La Tavola Marche, with 

its beautiful 300-year-old stone farmhouse, 

they knew instantly they were in for a treat. 

They were welcomed by the happy hosts’ 

beaming smiles and “buongiorno” said with 

such Italian-sounding accents that they almost 

forgot they were Americans.

The couple spent their honeymoon in Italy 

and fell in love with the country and everything 

about it. “Not only was Italian food not what we 

expected, but tomatoes tasted like tomatoes,” 

says Ashley. “It was the first time we’d eaten 

food based solely on the season. It seems 

so simple!

BDI141_020-023 BR Ashley & Jason.indd   20 4/4/2016   3:29:48 PM
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BACKYARD 
REVOLUTION

Striking and edible 
zucchini blooms.

The joy of harvest time.

BDI141_020-023 BR Ashley & Jason.indd   21 4/5/2016   2:03:02 PM
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“We knew then we wanted to become as self-

sufficient as possible,” she says. So they went back 

to the US, cancelled their cable TV subscription, 

enrolled in an intensive nine-month Italian 

language class, sold everything and moved to the 

other side of the world, not knowing a soul.

Jason, a former classically trained French 

chef, and Ashley, who has a background 

in marketing and public relations, make 

an amazing team. Armed with only their 

enthusiasm and a passion to learn, they soon 

won over the hearts of locals, who took them 

under their wings and shared Italian philosophy 

and food secrets.

Jason and Ashley’s dream was to set up an 

organic farm stay (agriturismo) with a cooking 

school and it was now becoming a reality.

AGRITURISMO BEAUTY
Take a beautifully restored stone farmhouse 

with wood-beam ceilings, tiled floors, numerous 

fireplaces, a large open kitchen and dining 

room, all with rustic ambience, then nestle it 

in 100 hectares of picturesque rolling hills and 

farmland in a truffle-rich valley in Le Marche. 

The result? Bliss!

Le Marche is the third region, alongside 

Tuscany and Umbria, that makes up the 

area, lying on the eastern side of central Italy 

between the Adriatic Sea and the Apennine 

mountain chain. While the Adriatic coast has 

been known as a sun and beach mecca for 

years, inland you will find places where time 

really has stood still. And much of it remains 

unspoiled by mass tourism.

To be listed as an agriturismo means you 

must be a real farm, run by real people, and 80 

per cent of the food you serve to guests must be 

from your own land or grown in the local area.

“We are now a proud organic farm,” says 

Ashley. “We grow our own food and we are 

amazed at the sense of pride that brings. There 

is nothing more basic than returning to the 

kitchen with a full crate of vegies freshly picked 

from the garden ready to create dinner!”

ORGANIC WAYS
In moving to Italy, Jason and Ashley were 

chasing a simpler, healthier way of living. 

“In the kitchens of New York, it’s more about 

what’s in style,” says Jason. “Here, it’s about 

what’s in season. We cook and grow totally 

with the season. It’s about taking the freshest 

possible ingredients that the Earth is 

giving you and doing the least amount 

with them.”

Jason believes his job now is to get out 

of the way, taking the ego out of the kitchen. 

“Nature has made perfect ingredients, so 

why would I want to transform them into 

something else? All I want to do is cook 

them to highlight them and make them the 

best they can be. It’s a fundamental change 

in thinking.”

The couple are members of the Slow 

Food International organisation, whose food 

philosophy is to bring pleasure back to the 

table, educate consumers, defend agricultural 

biodiversity, build strong food communities and 

create a system that makes good, clean and fair 

food available to all.

“Everyone has a fundamental right to 

pleasure and, consequently, the responsibility 

to protect the heritage of food, tradition and 

culture that make this pleasure possible,” says 

Ashley. The movement is founded on the concept 

of eco-gastronomy recognition with strong 

connections between plate and planet.

“We try to eat as close to a zero-km diet 

with as little impact as we can,” says Ashley. 

This is achieved by using the produce from 

their organic farm, seed saving, raising free-

range chickens for eggs (and, later in the 

season, chicken broth) and even sharing 

with neighbours.

“We compost, recycle and use natural 

mineral water from the sulphur spring for 

drinking, bathing and the swimming pool. We 

reuse grey water in the garden, compost or 

recycle practically all waste and support local 

farms and artisan producers,” she says.

PERFECT PRODUCE
Jason and Ashley’s farm produces organic 

edibles including potatoes, onions, tomatoes, 

lettuces, melons, zucchini, garlic, squash, 

pumpkins, carrots, radishes, cucumbers, 

eggplant and beans — just to name a few. 

As 40 per cent of the world’s food is thrown 

away as waste while people starve, it’s 

amazing how simple, achievable lifestyle 

techniques can make such a difference to 

all humans.

During a lovely walk in the backyard, 

we found wild edibles such as greens, 

dandelions, asparagus, berries, nuts, 

peaches, apricots, apples, plums and fennel. 

Numerous species of fungi and truffles 

grow wild there too. “Our oak trees hide 

these culinary diamonds, just waiting to be 

discovered,” boasts Ashley.

In the winter months, Jason and Ashley 

make their own sausages and salami from 

scratch, curing them in the cool winter 

breeze that passes through the rafters of the 

house. The cupboards heave with preserved 

tomatoes and other produce from the 

garden. They “jam, jar and preserve” to 

extend the season.

“The crop we’re proudest of? Tomatoes!” 

says Ashley. “We grow over 12 heirloom 

varieties and normally about 400 plants 

each season. We also grow about 600 onions 

a year. It’s a labour of love and we are 

greatly rewarded!”

The look of the soil with its big, greyish, 

clay-like clumps was very foreign to us 

Australians, but when we saw the produce, 

we realised how naturally rich and fertile it 

is. To get the very best results, Ashley and 

Jason use only aged manure from cows and 

horses that graze nearby, and the crops are 

rotated each season.

On the question of pests, Ashley 

laughs, “We grow enough extra for the 

bugs and porcupines to get their fair 

share too.”

Boots at the ready for 
mushroom hunting.

The exquisitely 
restored farmhouse.
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INTO THE KITCHEN
So with our crates full of freshly picked

vegetables, the cooking began! We helped

prepare a multi-course dinner for the in-

house guests and any local drop-ins. It may

seem a lot, but it’s all small serves and

designed to be eaten over a long time, with

wine and good conversation.

There was a cute little framed blackboard

at the entrance to the dining room

announcing what was on offer for the night.

Dinner was the whim of the garden and chef

Jason in collusion with today’s harvest and

markets. It’s a great way to eat.

Jason and Ashley’s vision for the future is

to continue teaching guests to shop locally,

grow what they can and eat seasonally. This

was the perfect way to begin our Italian food

adventure and, with their generous hints,

tips and knowledge shared, we knew we had

more exciting times ahead.

A farm-to-table experience is enriching

and the interaction with locals gave us a

deeper understanding of the real Italian

culture. As a bonus, it was away from

the tourist hotspots, so offered a quiet,

harmonious ambience.

La Tavola Marche agriturismo, organic farm, inn

and cooking school: latavolamarche.com

“The cupboards heave
with preserved tomatoes
and other produce from

the garden”

Bountiful organic 
tomato harvest.

A beautiful 
zucchini plant. 

The farmhouse. 
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ABOVE Organic practices can be employed even in the most formal of gardens.
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This Melbourne heritage garden is 
testament to the benefi ts of organic 
gardening beyond the vegie patch

tapestryA RICH
Words: Tom Remfry 
Photos driano Vittorio

A
rare, heritage-style garden with a 

jewel-like presence, Wendouree is 

situated in the heart of  Camberwell’s 

“Golden Mile”. My company, Tom’s 

Secret Garden, has managed this large-scale 

ornamental garden since 2009, including the 

implementation of a completely organic and 

sustainable approach that ensures all of the 

plants are maintained in superb health with 

minimal intervention outside their natural 

growth habits.

I was recommended to the owners of the 

property, the Hunt family, to bring to life the 

environmentally sensitive planting scheme 

and to also develop an organic kitchen garden. 

Both ornamental and edible garden areas are 

now flourishing — so much so that the owners 

won the Sustainable Gardens Category Gold 

Award in Boroondara’s Sustainability Awards, 

2011. Tom’s Secret Garden also received the 

Landscape Management and Maintenance 

Award 2011 at the Victorian Landscape Awards.

The beautifully designed outdoor spaces 

display a rich tapestry of ornamental and 
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Holly’s bountiful 
potato harvest.
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“The success of this
garden depends onthe
completely organic

approach to optimal soil
quality, which in turn
ensures plant health.
The soil is nurtured

bythe addition of organic
manures to all garden
beds in combination
withworm-rich,

well-formed compost”
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edible plants that are in complete harmony 

with the home’s lacy Victorian charm. Under 

the austere leafy canopy of a 100-year-old 

liquidambar are plants such as palmgrass 

(Setaria palmifolia) and Mexican lily 

(Beschorneria yuccoides), providing a distinct 

foliage contrast that sets the scene for a 

graceful space, divided by a dromana gravel 

pathway that carefully moves forward to a 

levelled, bluestone-paved forecourt.

Here, one can pause to take in a refreshing 

vista of Helleborus orientalis ‘Honey Joy’, 

Plectranthus ecklonii, Hydrangea quercifolia 

‘Snowflake’, rhododendron varieties and 

the hanging, polished, bead-like flowers 

of Pieris japonica.

The edible garden features kiwi fruit vines, 

a Washington navel orange tree, a Eureka 

lemon tree, established crabapple trees and 

several varieties of raspberries, blueberries 

and strawberries.

SUSTAINABLE SUCCESS
The success of this garden depends on the 

completely organic approach to optimal soil 

quality, which in turn ensures plant health. 

The soil is nurtured by the addition of organic 

manures to all garden beds in combination 

with worm-rich, well-formed compost, made 

on site from shredded leaf litter layered in 

open cypress sleeper-framed boxes. Plus, 

careful plant selection, companion planting 

and crop rotation all ensure soil health.

Rarely is there an issue with pests thanks 

to the strength within the established natural 

ecosystem. This, in conjunction with the 

creation of effective microclimates, keeps soil 

pathogens out and potential pests at bay.

Any pests that do turn up can be managed 

organically using homemade chilli and garlic 

sprays or, in the case of slugs, stout or dark 

ale in disguised containers can be placed 

at ground level as an effective bait. Organic 

soap sprays control both woolly aphid and 

black spider mite. Potential diseases can 

also be managed through careful pruning 

and offsite disposal or burial at a depth of 

300mm or more.

Making your own compost from leaf litter 

and kitchen waste is a great way to reduce your 

carbon footprint and nurture your garden at the 

same time. Another is to grow your own edibles, 

be it a few terracotta pots of courgettes, beans 

and tomatoes on a small patio or a large-scale 

productive garden of broad beans, broccoli, 

beetroot, potatoes and carrots that will feed a 

family of five —  like this organic garden. 

The garden is drip-irrigated with the option 

of rainwater or mains water. Currently, concrete 

tanks with a combined capacity of 50,000 litres are 

the main sources of water for the garden and are 

cleverly located under the owners’ tennis court at 

the rear of the property. This supply is also used 

to top-up ponds and water bowls on the property.

Chillies are colourful
and ornamental.

The glorious and 
stylish edible garden.

The artichoke is an 
architectural plant that 

looks superb anywhere.
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Water features are important elements of 

any organic garden. Not only are they essential 

in helping to create microclimates, but they 

offer somewhere for native birds and insects 

to drink and bathe.

Other important features for attracting birds, 

butterflies and bees to the garden are nectar-

rich, flowering native plants such as grevilleas 

and callistemons or long-flowering exotics such 

as pretty salvias.

With Wendouree as a superb example, 

clearly a garden can be a safe haven for 

your family and friends and also a healthy 

ecosystem that supports birds, insects and 

other important species, ensuring biodiversity 

and a sustainable future. 

Tom Remfry is a multi-award-winning 

horticulturist, garden designer and director 

of Tom’s Secret Garden.

Tom carefully 
planting seedlings.

BELOW Garden art, like this unique scarecrow, 
adds interest to the vegie patch.

TOM’S TIPS
 1   Establish a healthy soil. Soil is a vital, 

living entity and when carefully managed 
can allow plants to flourish.

2  Create your own compost and 
worm farm — it can be very rewarding. 

3 Grow flowering plants, such as salvias 
and grevilleas, to provide opportunities 
for nectar-feeding birds, such as the 
Eastern Spinebill.

4 Allow plants to self-seed as a cost-free way 
of gaining new seedlings; excess seedlings 
can be easily removed or given away.

5 Grow your own organic produce: a 
terracotta tub of lettuce or herbs is 
an effective way to reduce your 
carbon footprint.

6  Establish a pond or water bowl for birds 
and encourage butterflies to frequent 
your garden by planting scented species.

7  Collect onsite rainwater and monitor your 
tank levels to ensure effective use and 
allow for rain refill.

8  Connect with like-minded gardeners, join 
a horticultural association or become a 
member of a seed savers network.
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COUNTING SHEEP
Th is artistic garden is contemporary yet whimsical

A comprehensive collection 
of plants makes for a 
completely lush space.
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Words: APRIL OSSINGTON 
Photos ATRICK REDMOND

a
garden can really add character to 

a home and can sometimes even 

become a local landmark or point 

of interest. Every once in a while, a 

garden comes along that is truly special; one that 

completely transforms a space and impresses 

from every vantage point; that leads visitors on 

a path of discovery and inspires them. Located 

approximately 12km east of the Melbourne CBD 

in the suburb of Malvern East, this project by Lisa 

Ellis of Lisa Ellis Gardens is a beautifully balanced 

fusion of contemporary and quirky styles. 

With a keen appreciation for art and sculpture, 

the clients were keen to invest in their garden to 

add further enjoyment to their home life. The brief 

was for a modern garden that would incorporate 

their existing sculptures — a collection of 

beaded wire sheep. “The planting is striking yet 

whimsical,” says Lisa. “The playful and surprising 

inclusion of the sheep in the garden usually 

brings a smile to first-time visitors.”

The once drab brick driveway has been 

transformed into a garden, which made sense 

from a practical point of view as the clients 

already accessed their garage from the back 

lane. A clever lighting plan was selected to not 

only enhance the garden and facade of the home 

There is certainly an abundance of green 
in this garden making it seem full of life.

Made from wire and 
beads, the sheep 
sculptures add a unique 
twist to the garden.
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TOP This whimsical garden impresses from every angle.  
ABOVE The timber screening adds an interesting element. 
BELOW Baaaaah! 
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This little black 
lamb has popped 
up its head as if to 
say “hello”. 
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in the evening, but also enable access and aid

visibility along paths. LED garden lights were fitted

throughout the garden by Gardens at Night. The 

speckled light fitting adds a magical touch to the 

space at night. 

“Planting is the hero in this garden,” says 

Lisa. “The mix of foliage planting is both soft and 

striking, with the different textures and forms 

of the plants bringing a harmonious feel to the 

landscape.” The garden designer added to the 

pre-existing Murraya paniculata hedges to create 

some green blocking that acts as a backdrop to the 

“whimsical planting”. 

The design comprises two gardens areas, 

the Sheep Sculpture Garden at the front of the 

property and the Maple Walk down the right-hand 

side of the home. The Maple Walk features highly 

advanced, majestic-looking Full Moon maples on a 

bed of shade-loving plants, while offset bluestone 

steppers feature throughout the trees. “This 

planting brings depth and scale to the space,” says 

Lisa. “It also provides new focal points outside the 

windows where trees have been positioned for best 

effect.” The plant palette includes Japanese iris, 

Japanese box and old-fashioned favourites such 

as Aucuba and Geranium ‘Rozanne’. The Sheep 

Sculpture Garden features three beautiful upright 

Liriodendron tulipifera ‘Fastigiata’ (tulip trees).

Laid by the team at Hamilton Landscapes, 

bluestone paving was selected to create a 

contemporary aesthetic in the garden and 

complement the facade of the home. On the 

driveway, the seemingly random placement of 

bluestone pavers in an ashlar pattern works to 

“loosen up the layout”. This creates an interesting 

and dramatic effect. Radial-sawn timber screens 

were used to conceal the roller door and utilities 

area at the end of the former driveway. This alcove 

was also designed to house the worm farm.

For Lisa, her favourite part of the design is the 

reaction from visitors. “Most visitors to the garden 

gasp with delight when they view the bejewelled 

sheep on the Scleranthus biflorus lawn. While it’s 

surprising and playful, the sophisticated planting 

palette of greens, soft greys, blue and white 

ensures that the overall effect is still elegant.”

The clients are delighted at how often passers-

by and visitors comment on their beautiful garden. 

More importantly, though, the new design has 

contributed to the ongoing enjoyment of the 

owners’ landscape and brought a great deal more 

pleasure to their  home life. 

 “Th e playful and surprising inclusion of th e 
sheep in th e garden usually brings a smile to 

fi rst-time visitors”

ABOVE  A sheep nibbles at a bit of pillowy “grass”.
BELOW This planting scheme works well against 
the bluestone pavers, creating a contemporary look.
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It’s all in the curves
Designed around a circular lawn area, th is garden is perfect 
for both  entertaining and quiet contemplation 



Pretty as a picture— the garden has both
cottage style and arid zone succulent

plantings that work well together.

DESIGNER GARDENS
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The featured espaliered planting 
on the masonry wall adds a 

Mediterranean feel to the garden.

A generous row of Gaura 
lindheimeri ‘Siskiyou Pink’  

hugs part of the grassy curve.

36 | BACKYARD

Words: CARROL BAKER
Photos: KATRINE MARDINI

T
asteful, charming and easy on 

the eye, this enchanting modern 

garden in Sydney’s inner west is a 

pure delight.

The first thing you notice when you 

step into the space is the sense of quiet 

welcoming and calm that the garden 

exudes. Many elements within the space are 

understated, warm and simplistic. It is also 

a very versatile garden that serves many 

functions — such as productive garden 

and entertaining area — and has plenty 

of lush, grassy lawn, providing a feeling 

of spaciousness.

According to landscape designer Steve 

Warner from Outhouse Design, with the 

homeowner’s children growing up, the 

existing garden needed an overhaul to reflect 

their changing lifestyle. “It was goodbye 

cubby house and welcome entertaining 

space,” he exclaims. “This change also 

enabled our client who is a keen gardener 

to be more hands-on in the garden and 

create a space that she could develop over 

time.” The garden will evolve as plants 

mature, so there will be ample opportunities 

for the homeowner to give her green thumbs 

a workout!

When planning the design and layout, 

Steve deliberately threw a curve ball into the 

mix. The resulting tightly clipped, circular 

lawn is now a focal point of the space. “The 

circle draws you into the open lawn area, and 

with the depth of the garden beds you feel 

that you are wrapped in planting,” he says. 

“The cobblestone lawn edge reinforces the 

shape and creates a visual connection to the 

paved area.”

The lush, green lawn invites you to sit, 

relax and scrunch your toes in the soft grass 

as you read a book or lie back in the warm 

winter sunshine and watch the clouds swirl 

by. It’s also a wonderful place to share a 

relaxed springtime outdoor picnic with family 

and friends.

One of the main considerations of the 

design was balancing the three elements: the 

planting, the open lawn and the entertaining 

area. The spaces needed to stand up on their 

own separately, but still flow cohesively, 

and Steve was up to the challenge. “The 

lawn area is slightly higher than the rest of 

the garden, but the strong shape enabled 

us to create a step connection from the 

entertaining space,” he says.

The diverse range of plants throughout the 

garden ticks all the boxes for adding colour, 

texture, fragrance, movement and inviting 

bees and birds into the space. Careful plant 

selection has ensured the garden will have 

splashes of colour all year round. There are 

many feature plantings, including 
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This garden demonstrates the 
importance of balancing height and 

form to create an attractive landscape.  

The shape of the garden works 
well with the architectural 
style of the home.    
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ABOVE Dining alfresco style is made easy
with a well-positioned table and chairs.
LEFT Splashes of colour and texture are
provided by many different styles of plantings.

A row of pavers around 
the circular lawn defines 
its curved shape.
 

 

Take a seat under a leafy 
tree — the perfect spot to 

admire the garden.  
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Echium candicans ‘Pride of Madeira’, which 

introduces spring colour with its purple flower 

spikes; Gaura lindheimeri ‘Siskiyou Pink’, 

which features as a border to the curved 

grassy area; Clivia miniata, which adds a 

dash of vibrant colour; and Cercis Canadensis 

‘Forest Pansy’, which brings rich colour and 

texture to the garden with its green, heart-

shaped leaves that turn a deep red in autumn.

Additionally, a lilly pilly hedge features 

as a backdrop to the outdoor dining area, 

its defined, curved shape adding a hint of 

formality to the space. And, as a second 

seating space, a timber garden seat sits 

under a beautiful leafy tree, providing a 

restful area to relax and enjoy the garden. The 

primary boundary property walls are simple 

timber fencing and masonry with a clean 

render wall featuring a “hot production wall” 

for the espalier citrus.

This suburban sanctuary also does far 

more than pay lip service to sustainability. 

Designing a space that’s eco-friendly was 

key to the garden design. Water tanks are 

fitted to harvest rainwater, and a worm farm 

developed to recycle kitchen scraps so the 

nutrient-rich worm juice can be used to boost 

plant growth. A composting area has also 

been developed, and the garden beds are 

well mulched to retain moisture. In keeping 

with the sustainability philosophy, many 

productive plantings also feature, such as 

mint, bay laurel and apple, with lavender and 

jasmine planted to create fragrant pockets in 

the garden.

Overall, the blend of hard and soft 

landscaping elements gives the space 

balance. Large modular pavers from Eco 

Outdoor curve around a section of the circular 

grassy feature lawn. This large-format paving 

adds the illusion of more space, while the 

quirky pattern and diverse colour palette add 

interest. Adding the final touch to the space, 

a timber table setting with chairs and bench 

seats creates an informal alfresco dining 

space. Here, guests can relax after dinner and 

enjoy the calming atmosphere that’s a delight 

to the senses .
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Paved steppers through
parts of the garden
show you the way.
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 “Th e fi rst th ing you notice 
when you step into th e 

space is th e sense of quiet 
welcoming and calm th at th e 

garden exudes”
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Creative courtyard
Despite its compact size, th is garden has everyth ing you 
could possib ly desire, fr om a water feature to a lemon tree
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The fencing provides a 
delightful tropical feeling. 
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Words: APRIL OSSINGTON
Photos: Patrick Redmond

I
n this day and age, garden design has become more about

making the most of the space you have available. “Waste

not, want not” as the saying goes; there is less of a focus

on having that large sprawling lawn and more on making

each space useful. When a space has a purpose, you are

more likely to use it and thus you can truly appreciate every

inch of it. When something is appreciated, you are more

likely to take care of it and so a beautiful relationship with

your garden begins. Your garden can provide you with many

years of joy and play host to a whole range of activities from

family gatherings and parties to relaxing mornings with the

paper and a cup of tea.

This courtyard garden in Hawthorn, Victoria, was designed

and constructed by Paal Grant of Paal Grant Designs in

Landscaping in conjunction with the studio’s highly skilled

construction team run by Paal’s brother, Mayhew Netherway.

Besides making optimum use of the small space, the brief

included designing a decking area with custom seating for

outdoor entertaining and dinner parties. This was to include

a pergola that would one day be covered in wisteria. Also

high on the agenda for the homeowner was a seamless

transition from indoors to the outdoor decking area. To

contribute to the relaxing nature of the garden, a Zen water

feature made from large granite stone and pebbles was also

incorporated. It would become the centrepiece of the space.

In addition, bamboo screening panels create privacy for the

garden and add an unmistakable tropical atmosphere, which

is only enhanced by the Asian-inspired planting scheme.

“A modern colour palette was chosen to complement the

renovated single-fronted weatherboard house,” says Paal.

This screen not only provides 
privacy from the neighbours 
but doubles as a work of art. 

ABOVE Strategic lighting adds function and beauty at night time. 
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The Zen water feature 
dazzles at night.  

“In th is day and age, garden design 
has become more about making th e 

most of th e space you have available”
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A popular choice for contemporary gardens, honed bluestone

pavers provide a clean aesthetic. Designed by Paal himself,

custom-made Corten steel screening lines the back of the

pergola, providing privacy from the neighbouring property

and adding an interesting design element. Visible from the

kitchen and living area in the house, this artistic screen

features a mirror at the back, which reflects light. Matching

screening has been used to section off the shed that houses

a separate toilet and small art studio, while a clothes line

service area is located behind the bamboo screen in front of

the shed. The laser-cut design looks like a tree shaking in a

gentle wind, adding to the relaxing ambience of the space.

The homeowner also requested a small patch of lawn for her

dog, which also works to add greenery to the area. A line of

round bluestone steppers creates contrast with the bright-

green grass and adds yet another interesting element to the

space. To add the finishing touch, low-voltage lighting was

placed in different areas of the garden to illuminate certain

plants and aid visibility at night.

“The planting scheme features plants and foliage that

give the garden a subtle oriental ambience,” says Paal. Acer

palmatum ‘Blood Good’ and repeated use of Himalayan

non-evasive clumping bamboo are teamed with Buxus balls,

Nandina domestica ‘Gulf Stream’, Asparagus meyeri ‘Foxtail 

Fern’ and Euphorbia x martinii. Chinese star jasmine and 

Myoporum parvifolium has been used as groundcover, while 

Cephalotaxus harringtonia (upright Japanese plum yew), 

Arthropodium cirratum (New Zealand rock lily), Loropetalum 

chinense rubrum ‘China Pink’, Baby bay tree and society 

garlic also feature.

While the homeowner wanted the large overgrown yucca 

to be removed completely, Paal pruned it to create an 

attractive sculptural feature, which, he says “gives great 

height and contrast to the design”. Retaining some of the 

original charm of the garden, the existing lemon tree was 

also clipped to a compact shape to make room for the other 

plants to gain light.

“The garden feels like a great place to be in,” says Paal. “It 

works well as extra room to socialise or relax from the hurly 

burly of the outside world.”

Another screen conceals a 
separate toilet and small 

art studio.

A varied selection of plants add 
texture and life to this garden. 

ABOVE Timber and Corten steel work together to add warmth to the 
entertaining area. 
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Free Call 1800 819 003  www.earthlife.com.au

“I have been a keen home gardener for 30 years and have used just about every type of 
fertilizer on the market. For many years now I have been using Earthlife products and have 
found them to be superior to any other product that I have used. The plants in my garden 
are healthier now that I have healthy soil. They are stronger and brighter, tougher and more 
resilient to pests and diseases.”   Paul Setch
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This gorgeous space 
is teaming with 
different plants.



THE RIGHT BALANCE
Th is backyard delights fr om every angle

DESIGNER GARDENS
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The designer’s goal 
was to entice the family 
outside to enjoy their 
deck and pool.

The perfect spot for

those chilly nights.

ABOVE Succulents in concrete bowls 
add a contemporary touch to the garden.

Words: Karen Booth 
Photos: PETER BRENNAN

F
rom the front garden with its lush garden 

beds to the poolside deck at the rear, this 

home is embraced by inviting outdoor 

spaces that entice the eye and soothe the 

senses, no matter what your vantage point.

Designed by Mike Cass, director at Mike Cass 

Creative, and built by Design-It Landscapes, the 

gardens have a look that is modern and fresh. 

They are also multifunctional and abound with all 

the features the family needs to make spending 

time outside a pleasurable experience.

“As there was limited usable area, the 

plan was to reclaim space through terracing 

and retaining,” explains Mike. “We also wanted 

to provide for a mix of functions and features 

and include elements to draw the eye so that 

there was something special to look at from 

every angle.”

    Achieving a sense of balance and proportion was 

integral to Mike’s design, as was the creation of 

engaging colour contrasts. The latter was largely 

accomplished through the use of multi-layered 

planting. The plant palette, which adds detail to the 

overall design, was carefully selected and includes 

lilly pillies for up-close framing, giant bromeliads 

for focal plants, white mondo grass and tricolour 

jasmine. For privacy around the tight boundary, 

Design-It Landscapes planted slender weaver’s 

bamboo. Of special note are the concrete bowls of 

succulents that are not only on trend, but also add 

interesting curves to the design. 

At the rear of the home is a swimming pool, a 

deck (built of spotted gum hardwood, as were the 

pontoons in the front garden) and a patio, which 

is the prime outdoor entertaining area. “Here, 

you will find a large outdoor kitchen complete 

with workbench, fridges, barbecue and outdoor 

sink, along with a handmade pizza bar, built in the 

traditional form … brick by brick,” says Mike.

As the entertaining area leads straight into the 

home, ensuring a seamless connection between 

the outdoor elements and the home’s interior 

was essential. One way this was achieved was by 

using the same cladding that was used externally 

in the interior kitchen, lounge and ensuite — an 

example of the thoughtful and creative approach 

Mike Cass Creative and Design-it Landscapes are 

known for.

When in doubt, you can’t go 
wrong with succulents.
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The orange panels on the kids’ 
play set is in keeping with the 
facade of the home as well. 

The grey and bright 
orange colour scheme 
makes for an ultra-
modern facade.

 “Achieving a sense of 
balance and proportion was 
integral to Mike’s design, 

as was th e creation of 
engaging colour contrasts”
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The kids’ play area has plenty to keep the 

young ones entertained while not detracting 

from the contemporary garden design. The 

lines and angles created by the swing set are 

decidedly modern and this is only enhanced by 

the random panels of bright orange and yellow. 

This chic orange colour also complements the 

facade of the home where it is used sparingly 

though still delivers a great impact. Cushiony 

grass surrounds the play area, ensuring a soft 

landing for little ones, and the addition of an 

enclosed spring-free trampoline is a nice touch 

that still provides ultimate safety. 

The side entrance of the house leads 

straight into an intimate space complete with 

two stools and a firepit. While only small, the 

timber boardwalk contributes to the feeling 

that you are walking into an entirely different 

area if coming from its adjoining zones. The 

surrounding planting creates shelter and a 

feeling of solitude despite the space’s location 

at the front of the home.  

Design nuances including randomly shaped 

pavers and the strip of grey pebbles that line the 

pool area adds interest to this backyard — setting 

it apart from the average landscape design. From 

timber and sandstone to metal and brick, this 

garden is full of different shapes, textures and 

colours, delighting guests as they walk through. 

How beautiful and 
serene is this space?

A great vantage 
point for the pool.
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The ideal space for a chat 
with friends or family.
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An outdoor entertaining 
area fit for a king.
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Words & PHOTOS:
SALLY PLOTTEL

d
esiring a cool and tranquil garden 

to inhabit during the summer 

months, these Balwyn, Victoria, 

homeowners commissioned 

the team at Canterbury-based landscape 

design company Ian Barker Gardens to 

redesign their rear and front gardens. 

“This property already had an existing 

formal layered planting scheme in place, 

which was inherited from a previous 

owner, so we had to make sure the new 

garden stayed true to this and integrated 

seamlessly,” says director, Ian Barker.

In the rear garden, the clients were after 

an outdoor area that was both beautiful 

to look at from within the house and that 

would entice people to go outside. “This 

family love being outside in the warmer 

weather and they really wanted a space 

where they could sit informally under the 

shade of the two large mature elm trees,” 

explains Ian. “Their key request was for the 

elm trees to be retained and the garden to 

remain a calm and peaceful space.”

In addition to this, the clients also

wanted to introduce some softness to 

the garden by incorporating several 

flowering plants into the planting palette, 

all while keeping to the overall formal and 

traditional style. 

Ensuring the view from the 

lounge room out to the garden was a 

showstopper, Ian and his team designed 

a spectacular water feature, which has 

become the focus of the garden. The 

feature consists of a 290mm-deep, 

rectangular, black-tiled pond constructed 

on a 100mm reinforced-concrete base 

with masonry block walls, and finished 

with a polished black granite exterior. 

Three white granite water bowls sit atop 

the surface of the pond, giving the illusion 

they are floating. Water flows out of the 

bowls into the pond, and then again over 

the edge of the pond and into a hidden 

reservoir below. 

When the water feature is turned on, 

the sound of running water and the lovely 

ripples created on the surface of the 

pond produce the tranquil atmosphere 

“Th e manicured hedging  reinforces th e formal 
style of th e space and ties in with  th e existing 

garden, ensuring a consistent look”

ABOVE The water feature can be seen and heard from the indoors.
BELOW The landscaping of this area creates clean, modern lines.
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Nothing beats the serene 
sounds of trickling water.
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Pretty in pink.

Nice curves, 
don’t you think?

The water feature provides the ultimate 
white noise for the garden and inside.
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the homeowners were looking for. When the 

feature is turned off and the water is still, the 

pond is still a sight to behold, resembling black 

glass and providing a mirror image 

of the bowls, the sky and the magnificent 

trees above. 

Surrounding the pond is a hedge of clipped 

Buxus sempervirens (English box), which 

encases the garden beds to the right of and 

opposite the water feature. “The manicured 

hedging reinforces the formal style of the space 

and ties in with the existing garden, ensuring a 

consistent look,” explains Ian. 

A small, existing deck was removed and 

replaced with bluestone paving and brick 

inserts designed to match and extend 

seamlessly from the original paving in the side 

garden. A paving step was also added between 

the lounge room entrance and the garden in 

order to provide a seamless transition between 

the garden and the house. 

Fulfilling the clients’ wishes, an intimate 

seating area designed to fit three to four people 

is positioned to the left of the water feature 

and directly under one of the large elm trees, 

making it a cooling spot to sit and relax in 

summer. “The seating area is out of view from 

within the house, so it doesn’t detract from 

the visual impact of the water feature, but is 

close enough that the peaceful atmosphere 

created by the running water can still be 

enjoyed,” says Ian. 

When it came to the planting, Ian and his 

team introduced some lush and leafy, as well 

as flowering plants to the mix in order to soften 

the space, as per the owners’ request. In doing 

this, careful consideration had to be given to 

choosing plants that would complement and 

enhance the existing formal planting scheme, 

rather than clash with it. 

Three Cercis canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’ trees 

were placed in different garden beds as anchor 

points, creating balance and harmony. When in 

leaf, these trees add beautiful colour and texture 

ABOVE Rounded hedges add a curvaceous aesthetic and work to soften the space.
BELOW RIGHT These crisp white flowers complement the classic look — lovely.
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Perfectly manicured 
hedges create a neat 
and clean aesthetic. 

to the garden, and they produce stunning pink 

blossoms in early spring. 

The garden beds contain a mixture of 

flowering plants including Helleborus x hybridus 

(Winter rose), Hydrangea quercifolia (Oakleaf 

hydrangea), Arthropodium ‘Te Puna’ (dwarf New 

Zealand rock lily), Liriope muscari ‘Royal Purple’ 

and Clivia miniata (Kaffir lily). 

In the rear garden bed, Buxus spheres of 

varying sizes were planted in amongst the 

softer planting, and in front of the pre-existing 

pleached Ficus hillii hedge to add structure and 

create sculptural interest.“The Buxus spheres 

also tie in with the front and side garden areas, 

echoing the shape of the existing standard 

figs and newly planted Buxus spheres in pots,” 

explains Ian.  

Just as the clients had envisioned at the 

outset of the project, the design team at Ian 

Barker Gardens successfully managed to create 

a beautiful and peaceful space that is still in 

keeping with the traditional, structured style of 

the existing home and garden. “The garden is 

incredibly functional, flows brilliantly and has 

plenty of planting to soften the hardscaping,” 

says Ian. “We believe the overall result is a 

carefully considered, cohesive space that has 

some serious wow factor.”

A well-rounded garden. 
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Words: Danielle Townsend

“S
tone has an organic and 
timeless look which fi ts 
into most outdoor areas,” 
says Amber’s natural 
stone manager, Ryan 

Adams. “The natural variation in stone also 
gives an individual feel over time, particularly 
as stone develops a natural patina. 
Stone will generally have a non-slip fi nish, 
which makes it a practical choice for 
outdoor areas.”

Geographic location is an important 
factor when choosing stone, which can be 
eroded by salt if not sealed properly. Stone 
surrounding a saltwater pool also requires 
specialised sealers to address erosion risk.

When looking for the most ideal surface 
for a path, Ryan recommends multi-sized 
pattern stones. “Selecting a French or Roman 
pattern can give your path another point of 
interest and will also help accommodate any 
curves,” he advises.

“When it comes to pools, limestone, 
travertine and sandstone are all great 
products. Not only do they look great, they 
also do not conduct heat and will stay cool 
to the feet, even on the hottest days. Granite 
is another safe option as it is an extremely 
non-slip surface.”

For driveways, natural stone cobbles — 
granite and quartz, for example — are a 
practical and attractive option that can 
give a landscaping project a continual 
wow factor.

CHOOSING STONE
Natural stone is available in what seems 
to be an infi nite variety of paving, walling, 
furniture and garden decor and includes 
locally quarried products as well as imported 
stone. Natural stone may not always be 
the cheapest option but the eff ect can’t be 
compared to many manufactured products. 
On the following pages we discuss some 
of the most often-used natural stones.

Boasting a beautiful blend of colours 
— greys, blues, golds and silvers 
— Wistow bluestone complements 
many different styles.

Crafted by
MOTHER NATURE
For your outdoor space, nothing beats the timeless 

beauty and grace of natural stone or granite

This Travertine has interesting 
colour variations. ambertiles.com.au
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EXPERT TIPS
Also consider the stone’s porosity, durability,
maintenance requirements, colours, the area
it will be used in, what it will be used for and,
of course, your budget. It’s best to speak to
an expert who can guide you in these areas.

BACKYARD 
ESSENTIALS
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Nothing beats the 
authentic look of 

natural stone.

 “Th e natural variation in stone also gives an 
individual feel over time, particularly as stone 

develops a natural patina”
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SANDSTONE
Sandstone is a traditional Australian favourite 
suitable for architectural applications and 
landscaping as well as statues and garden 
ornaments. It’s available in hues such as cream, 
salmon pink and soft orange, with veins of lighter 
or darker shades washed throughout. Sandstone 
is offered in sawn dimension-cut pieces for a 
more formal look. For a rustic look, flagstone can 
be used for crazy paving in a variety of shapes and 
sizes. Sandstone is quite porous and stains if not 
properly sealed or regularly cleaned. 
glenicebuckdesigns.com.au

ABOVE, RIGHT & BELOW The homeowners’ love of timber and raw materials is 
echoed throughout this design, with the landscape featuring a selection of natural 
finishes such as sandstone coping, which works harmoniously with the pool tiles and 
colour scheme of the flora, resulting in an elegant space. urbanescape.com.au

BELOW The sparkling water of the understated glass tile used in this geometric-
shaped swimming pool contrasts beautifully with the blond sandstone paving of the 
external paved areas. atotalconcept.com.au
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ABOVE Love the varying tones on this limestone wall by Cinajus. cinajus.com
BELOW Bluestone is the perfect backdrop for this firepit area.

BLUESTONE
A strong and dense fine-grain type of basalt available in various shades 
of grey. It works well with a variety of styles and can be used indoors and 
outdoors. With high salt resistance and low porosity, it’s ideal for wet areas. 
Available in numerous textures ranging from smooth, honed surfaces to 
coarser sawn finishes, it’s mainly used as paving, pool coping or wall capping. 
glenicebuckdesigns.com.au

LIMESTONE
Limestone has a granular 
texture with bands of colour 
throughout. Similar to sawn 
sandstone, it can be quite 
porous. However, sealants 
help prevent staining. Often 
used as paving in a range 
of finishes, it can also be 
used for coping and walling. 
glenicebuckdesigns.com.au
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www.tesselaar.com

Available NOW at all leading Garden Centres

Visit our website for the entire range of  
Anthony Tesselaar Plants

TMGreat for decks
and balconies

PERFUME

Daphne

TM

Sweet
Perfume
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FOR THE DRIVEWAY
Amber Tiles has released the first available 
driveway-safe Bluestone range. It eliminates the 
need for concrete slabs, giving it an aesthetically 
pleasing European look while being cost-effective 
and easily installed.
    Made from dense bluestone, each tile is unique 
and beautifully coloured in tones of grey and 
black. The natural stone is finely grained with a 
textured, timeless appeal.
    Available in a tumbled finish, the tiles are 
40mm thick and 200mm x 100mm, have 
impressive slip and scratch resistance and 
are perfectly suited to any indoor or outdoor 
application. The bluestone range is also ideal for 
connecting internal and external spaces for fluid 
indoor to outdoor living.
    “This is a staple material that has continued 
to transcend design trends and gives a warm, 
authentic appeal to any home,” says Amber’s 
natural stone product manager, Ryan Adams.
ambertiles.com.au 

Bluestone makes for an 
impressive entrance to 
your home.
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create your perfect  
outdoor space...
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TRAVERTINE
A denser form of limestone with a marble-like finish, travertine is available in 
stronger colours including ivory, pale coffee or beige and is without the granular 
variance of limestone or sandstone. It’s usually sold as dimension-cut pieces 
with either a smooth finish or more weathered appearance where the stone 
has been tumbled to leave it pitted and aged. Travertine can be used for paving, 
coping or walling. glenicebuckdesigns.com.au

GRAPHITE
Graphite is a naturally occurring form of crystalline carbon. It is a native
element mineral found in metamorphic and igneous rocks. While it’s very soft
and light, it’s also extremely resistant to heat which makes it quite versatile
and suitable in very hot climates. It has a steel grey to black colouring with a
metallic finish or lustre to it.

GRANITE
Granite is available in a variety of earthy colours, from soft grey and bluish–
brown to cream with varying amounts of the smaller crystals and aggregates
showing. Use inside or outside and choose from a wide range of finishes
including sandblasted, honed and ribbed for a different texture, feel and look.

glenicebuckdesigns.com.au

The Autumn travertine was laid here in a French 
pattern around the pool and on the patio to 

ensure a seamless transition between spaces. 
sandandstonelandscapes.com.auP
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ABOVE “Natural stone was used here extensively,” says Nathan Hunt from Outdoor 
Domain Designs. “This includes Barossa river pebbles, 3.5-tonne granite boulders, 
basalt paving, edging and cut steppers of granite and Kanmantoo Bluestone random 
steppers.” Landscape design and construction by Outdoor Domain Designs. 
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ABOVE Antique Stone products were skilfully used for the update to this Sydney 
home. Designed and constructed by Beecraft, Graphite stone was used at the 
front entry which makes for a contemporary yet timeless introduction to the home. 
antiquestone.com.au
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Words: Carrol Baker

C
oastal landscapes can be tranquil and

striking — places of ethereal, wild

beauty that are home to a rich diversity

of plant life. Australia’s rugged

coastline is also where most Australian’s

choose to live; in fact, 85 per cent of us live in

locations that either hug the coastline, or are

within cooee of it.

The plants that grow beachside are

resilient and low to the ground, or naturally

wind pruned. They often have small, leathery

or furry leaves, to withstand salt spray, and

tapered or gnarly trunks.

Thanks to Mother Nature, salt, sand and high

winds make designing your own coastal garden

a challenge. However, Myles Baldwin, award-

winning horticulturalist, landscape designer,

and author of Australian Coastal Gardens, says 

with the right mix of elements, it is possible 

to design and create a delightful garden by 

the sea.

According to Myles, the most critical issue 

is soil. “At times, you can have virtually no soil; 

pure rock or a garden landscape that’s like a 

giant sand dune,” he says. To overcome this, 

Myles suggests adding a good organic compost 

— and lots of it. “Use compost that breaks down 

— not budget woodchips, which won’t add any

nutrients to the soil.”

If you are in a rocky area, setting up adequate

drainage is crucial. Treat your landscape like a

giant pot — add heavy gravels or commercial

drainage products to create the right soil

profile, suggests Myles.

The type of plants you choose is also

important. “Salt-laden wind takes particles

of salt and disperses it all over your plant

material, burning trunks and leaves,” says

Myles. “Overhead sprinklers can reduce the

effects of salt; however it’s an expensive option,

and wastes water.”

This is where the right plant selection comes

into play. Suitable plants for coastal areas

include coprosma, Christmas bush, coastal

rosemary, banksia, casuarina and various

succulents. If you’re looking for more ideas, 

Myles suggests taking note of what’s growing 

wild along coastal areas near you. “If they grow 

there, they should grow in your garden.”

One of the most destructive elements in 

coastal landscapes is high winds. To overcome 

the ravaging effects of winds, create a 

windbreak using architectural elements such 

as man-made screening, organic windbreaks 

with strategic placement of rocks or hardy 

BY THE SEA
Beautify your coastal garden
with sturdy plants that look great

MYLES’ TOP TIPS
Soil is king. Aim for good drainage and the 

right nutrients, and protect your soil because it 
can literally blow away in the wind.

Remember intimate space. Even if you 
have pristine beach views and beyond, have 
foreground planting in the garden to provide 
context to the coastal view.

If something doesn’t grow, don’t persist with 
it. Save the heartache and move on.

salt-tolerant plants to dissipate (rather than 

completely block) the wind.

GET THE LOOK
You can virtually create any look you desire in 

beachside landscapes, from traditional coastal, 

contemporary, Mediterranean, cottage or even 

oriental-style gardens, if you have the right mix 

of elements — develop the soil profile, form 

windbreaks and select the right plants.

If you feel like taking a walk on the wild side, 

and getting a little creative, it’s fine to step 

outside the traditional range of costal plants 

too. New Zealand Phormium, Dracaenas and 

even hydrangeas will also grow in coastal areas, 

explains Myles.

Coastal gardens can be attractive 
and functional — before you start 
your project  think carefully about 
what to plant as the garden is 
exposed to the elements.

BDI141_068-071 BE Coastal garden plants.indd   68 3/30/2016   4:12:58 PM



BACKYARD | 69

BACKYARD 
ESSENTIALS

Sculpted edges look great, and they 
help to not only define but contain, 

garden beds  planted out with grassy 
or strappy leaf plants.  

Create a holiday at home with 
gorgeous coastal plants. 
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WESTRINGIA
Grey BoxTM Westringia fruticosa ‘WES04’ PBR (white
flowers from September to May), grows to 30-45cm,
and Aussie BoxTM Westringia ‘WES08’ PBR (mauve
flowers throughout spring/summer), grows to 70-
95cm, are excellent choices for hedges, borders,
containers and mass planting in coastal gardens.
They are also great alternatives to exotic box plants,
as they have faster establishment and low water
requirements. Note: in Queensland and Northern
NSW, Aussie BoxTM can grow up to 50 per cent
larger in good free-draining soils, so pruning
is recommended.

PIG FACE 
Aussie RamblerTM Carpobrotus glaucescens 
‘CAR10’ PBR is a native prostrate creeping 
succulent that has long trailing stems up to 
2m in length. It produces extra-large, showy 
pink flowers in spring and autumn. It grows 
to a height of around 20cm and is excellent 
as a sand-dune stabiliser or for any-low 
maintenance coastal garden. Pig Face is the 
common name for Carpobrotus glaucescens.

INDIAN HAWTHORNE 
Cosmic PinkTM Rhaphiolepis indica ‘RAPH02’ PBR is a super-tough shrub that tolerates weather extremes. 
It has masses of pink flowers in spring and summe r and grows 50-80cm. Plant with Cosmic WhiteTM 
Rhaphiolepis indica ‘RAPH01’ PBR (grows 1.5-2m to a width of 1.5m) with its evergreen foliage and large, 
white spring flowers for height and colour contrast. Note: both of these plants rarely if ever produce seed, 
so are safer near bushland. Indian Hawthorne is the common name for this plant species. 

LOMANDRA
NyallaTM Lomandra longifolia ‘LM400’ PBR and
Lomandra longifolia ‘Katrinus Deluxe’ PBR have a
high tolerance for salt-laden winds. Nyalla’s foliage
looks like a grass tree but it’s trunkless and has
beautiful blue-grey foliage with small, yellow flowers
and grows to 80-90cm. ‘Katrinus Deluxe’ produces
masses of stunning yellow perfumed flowers in
spring and grows to 70cm.

Grey Box is ideal for hedges.

Cosmic White looks 
like fluffy, white clouds.

Aussie Rambler adds a touch 
of femininity to the garden.

Perfect for creating texture.

INSPIRATION
Take a look at our top pics 
for a coastal garden

BDI141_068-071 BE Coastal garden plants.indd   70 4/4/2016   3:34:11 PM



BACKYARD 
ESSENTIALS

BACKYARD | 71

Windswept coastal 
landscapes can emulate 
a frothy, foamy sea.
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Words: Vanessa Portelli

S
electing the right outdoor lighting 
to suit your budget and style 
can often be an overwhelming 
process. For this reason, it is not 
uncommon to fi nd that exterior 

lighting frequently falls by the wayside when 
budgeting for a landscape design. 

Brisbane-based designer Nick Moore says 
outdoor lighting is extremely important as 
it can add dimension to a seemingly fl at 
and dull exterior. While architectural lighting 
is predominantly used along pathways or 
staircases, decorative lighting adds to the 
overall atmosphere of a space in addition 
to casting practical illumination. “The 
availability of good landscape lighting 
products has exploded in the last few years,” 
says Nick, emphasising that it “doesn’t 
require massive expenditure to get eff ective 
landscape lighting”. 
    In saying that, it is essential that quality 
is not compromised in favour of price. 
Considering that exterior lighting is constantly 
exposed to the elements, a certain level 

of quality is required to ensure longevity. 
Additionally, for those residing in coastal 
areas, it is imperative that marine-grade 
stainless-steel fi nishes are used. 

It’s also important to recognise that no 
matter how well built or innovative your 
selected products are, it means nothing if 
your outdoor lighting isn’t properly installed. 
Taking this into consideration, it is vital 
to seek advice and source a landscape 
contractor who can confi dently tackle the job 
for an appropriate price. If you fi nd yourself 
unsure about installation, Nick advises that 
you simply “allow for conduit through your 
landscape such as into garden beds and 
along and under paths so you’ve still got the 
option post construction”. 

Another aspect of the design process 
that must be carefully considered is lighting 
placement. “I’d say spend more on less, get 
better products, but also limit placement to 
key areas. Good lighting is like cooking — it’s 
very easy to oversalt the broth,” says Nick. 
In keeping with this less-is-more approach, 
something as simple as the installation of 

PATH TO 
ILLUMINATION
Enhancing the natural surroundings of your 
landscape has never been easier with these 
simple styling and installation tips

The PORT outdoor lamp 
from Koda Lighting is 
a versatile, portable 
product that is ideal for 
subtly illuminating a space. 
kodalighting.com.au

BELOW Afrodita outdoor wall light (CIM 59393/Z5/37) 
from Custom Lighting has an exceptional light output, 
ideal for lighting the way around your home’s exterior. 
customlighting.com.au
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boundary or pathway in your garden. Brilliant 
Lighting provides garden bollards in a range 
of different designs that will suit a variety of 
backyard styles. brilliantlighting.com.au

The WIND 4050 lamp from Koda Lighting 
has a fibreglass shade that is extremely 
durable. kodalighting.com.au
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uplights against a dry-stone wall can be all 
it takes to create a stunning feature in your 
outdoor area. 

With an abundance of styles to choose 
from, designers Kim Bristow and Anya Hagen 
from Graphite Interior Design reinforce the 
importance of continuity. Outdoor lighting 
should freely follow on from the style adopted 
inside the home as “your exterior space is an 
extension of the interior design”. In light of 
this, it is important to opt for traditional light 
fi ttings if your interior space channels a more 
classic design. However, if you’re looking to 
create a contemporary vibe, exterior fl oor and 
table lamp lights are increasingly becoming 
popular choices, with several innovative 
design developments occurring in this area. 
    Exterior applications of LED lighting are also 
currently on trend. While installation of LED 
systems can be more expensive, the price is 
off set by its economic value and its diversity in 
application and designs. 

The Paloma illuminated planter by Serralunga 
1825, available from Kellock Trading, is a 
playful, decorative outdoor lighting option. 
kellocktrading.com.au

Stump by Duncan Meerding Design is 
an experiment in the way light filters 
objects. duncanmeerding.com.au
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The unique ground-to-ground structure of 
HALLEY 4150 from Koda Lighting will create 
a feature in your backyard. The row of LEDs 
will also illuminate the area well, making 
HALLEY 4150 ideal for dusk garden parties. 
kodalighting.com.au

“Spend more on less, get 
bett er products, but also limit 
placement to key areas. Good 
lighting is like cooking — it’s 

very easy to oversalt  th e broth ”
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BRIGHT IDEAS
Cleverly positioned lighting can not only make a space more 
usable at night but add style as well. It can also provide the 
ultimate feature for your garden or highlight certain elements 
which may otherwise fade into the background. Lighting can 
certainly add that wow factor or even create cohesion in a 
space. A critical element to this landscape design by Celia 
Visser Design and Andrew Barrowcliffe was the lighting, which 
along with the music, can be operated by iPhone. Underlit 
stone paving provides an interesting feature and an almost 
magical feeling — not to mention some additional functional 
lighting to illuminate the space at night. LED lighting has been 
incorporated into these double umbrellas from ShadowSpec, 
which are both flexible and remote-controlled. Notice as 
well the small strip of LED lighting on the table that adds the 
finishing touch to this outdoor dining area. visserdesign.co.nz
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Words: DANIELLE TOWNSEND

I
t's no secret that the backyard is at 

the mercy of all the elements, from 

the unforgiving summer sun to lengthy 

periods of rain. Here, a little bit of TLC 

certainly won't go astray. The following tips 

will keep your outdoor areas looking great 

for years to come.

PAVING
To ready outdoor areas for alfresco living, 

Boral recommends spring-cleaning paved 

areas to wash away the remnants of 

winter and protect pavers during summer. 

“Prevention is best when caring for pavers,” 

says Charlie Condo, national general 

manager of Boral Masonry. “Regular 

maintenance helps keep pavers in top 

condition and protect against damage from 

summer outdoor activities, such as drips and 

spills while barbecuing.” 

KEEP IT UP
In our time-poor world, low-maintenance is the golden phrase.
With a small amount of eff ort, your spaces can sparkle again

You can perfect your 
pavers with a little 

elbow grease. 

EXPERT TIPS TO 
CARE FOR PAVERS

Sweep paved areas with a stiff-bristled broom 
to remove leaves, dust and other debris. Don’t 
use acid washes or a high-pressure cleaning 
apparatus to clean pavers without engaging 
a professional, as they can cause irreparable 
surface damage if used incorrectly. 

To avoid rust stains, make sure metal outdoor 
furniture and barbecue bases are properly 
covered and always clean stains before they 
harden or dry.

If laying new pavers, seal them after installation 
with a penetrating sealer. Re-seal concrete 
pavers as required, taking special care in 
heavy-wear areas, such as around pools and 
thoroughfares. A reputable sealing company can 
provide advice. 

If building or renovating, cover the paved 
areas during construction to protect against the 
damaging effects of mortar, oxides and cement. 
boral.com.au/pavers 

Charcoal-coloured pavers 
are super modern.
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SELECTING A
COATING

Whether oil- or water-based, always
purchase the best coating system you
can afford. 

Do not mix water-based and oil-based
coatings; stick to what was last used to
coat the deck. 

Darker pigments are better able to resist
UV damage, so are more suitable for areas
in full sun. 

Use sample pots to test colour finishes
prior to final application.

Consider the needs of the space. Specialty
coatings with inbuilt slip resistance, UV filters
and extra moisture resistance are available.
tenaru.com.au

DECKING
A deck, whether new or existing, is central to

Australian outdoor entertaining. According

to Tim Orbell of Tenaru Timber & Finishes,

the key to achieving a professional-looking

result is ensuring that the timber decking is

well seasoned, free from natural extractives

(tannin) and clean. “Coating unseasoned

timber results in the premature degeneration

of the applied coating and within a short

period of time will leave discolouration and

staining under the coated surface.”

It is preferable that hardwood decking

timber is left to season naturally over three

to six months after installation. “Many people

assume that decking timber does not need to

be seasoned because it is kiln dried during

the manufacturing process, but this is not

the case,” says Tim. “Proper seasoning is

particularly important for oily, tannin-rich 

timbers — such as merbau — which have 

become a very popular choice for decking in 

recent times.”

Thorough cleaning not only rejuvenates 

old decking by drawing out dirt and grime, 

but also allows the new coating to properly 

penetrate and adhere to the timber for long-

lasting protection.

TIMBER COATING
Prepping the deck and navigating through 

an endless range of timber coatings can be 

daunting. Here, Tim reveals his tips to help 

homeowners choose the perfect finish.

• Quality coatings save time and money: 
The price of coatings can vary considerably 

and this is usually a good indicator of quality. 

Inexpensive decking oils need to be applied 

every few months to maintain an attractive 

finish, while top-quality timber coatings

are much more durable and offer superior

protection against water, UV light, dirt and

grime. Using a premium coating should only

mean recoating every 12–18 months, saving

time and money in the long run.

• Water-based for convenience, oil-based

for a natural look: Water-based coatings

are an attractive choice with fast drying

times and simple clean-up. But, while oil-

based coatings require longer drying times,

they offer greater durability and longevity as

well as a more natural-looking end result.

Homeowners with existing decks should stick 

with the most recently used coating type —

whether oil- or water-based. Those looking

to change between coating systems will need

to completely strip the existing coating back

to bare timber prior to recoating, which will

ensure optimum adhesion.

• Look beyond in-store swatches when

choosing colour: When selecting colour,

consider the deck’s location, exposure to

weather and the natural variations of timber

species. Coatings with darker pigments

are better able to resist UV damage and

therefore require less maintenance. This

makes them ideal for hotter climates and

areas exposed to full sun.

Due to the natural colour and grain

differences of various timber species, the

final look of a coating can vary dramatically

from deck to deck. Sample pots are the

best way to gain an accurate idea of the

final colour.

• Consider the function of the space:

Timber exposed to extreme heat and

weathering will benefit from coatings

with added UV filters.

This impressive deck has been finished with a 
coating from the Sikkens range. tenaru.com.au

A beautiful deck is 
worth the effort. 
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DO IT LIKE A PRO
The key for all DIY deck installations is to
alternate panels, mixing lengths and blending
boards from different batches to avoid blocks
that are too light or too dark. Alternating the
variations will create symmetry and the look of
a hardwood deck. trex.com; replas.com.au

HOW TO BUILD A COMPOSITE DECK
Whether you’re replacing a tired old deck or 

building something new, a deck provides a cost-

effective way to achieve additional living space 

and is the ultimate way to enjoy the Australian 

lifestyle. A composite decking product such as 

Trex is made specifically for DIY projects and is 

low-maintenance and easy to install.

• Step 1: While constructing a new deck can 

be a major undertaking, the planning process 

doesn’t have to be, thanks to a wealth of online 

tools and resources available. It’s now possible 

to design the deck of your dreams entirely on 

your favourite electronic device, courtesy of 

visual social channels such as Pinterest and 

digital apps including the Trex Visualizer for iPad. 

This virtual resource allows users to experiment 

with the colours of various deck elements, as 

well as different railing configurations, to design 

a completely customised outdoor living space. 

Once the user has created an ideal design 

scheme, the finished photo may be saved to 

the iPad and shared with friends, family or 

potential contractors.

• Step 2: Before you start, make sure your 

plans are council approved to cover structure, 

materials, setbacks and construction standards. 

Some projects don’t require approval but check 

with your local council first.

• Step 3: Choose your preferred direction. This 

will depend on your home’s orientation but think 

about where you will get sun, shade, exposure 

to the elements and the most enjoyment from 

your deck.

• Step 4: Once you’ve chosen the style of deck, 

carefully measure the area where it will be 

built. Write down the width, length and height 

before drawing up a plan. This will guide you on 

how much material you need and ensure that 

everything is cut to fit.

• Step 5: Ensure a suitable foundation for the 

deck. If replacing an existing deck and the 

foundation and framing system are sound, 

simply remove the old deck boards and replace

them with new composite planks. If starting 

from scratch, check local building codes to 

make sure your frame and foundation are 

compliant. A frame inspection may be required

before you continue your deck build. Also, don’t

start digging without checking for underground

cables and water or gas pipes. To avoid a 

dangerous and costly mistake, check with

your local utilities provider if you’re unsure of

where cables and pipes might be located on

your block.

• Step 6: Laying the first deck board is critical to

success. To make sure all boards sit correctly,

run a line of string from one side of the deck

to the other to help establish a straight

starting point.

• Step 7: It is important to have a secure

starting point for the first clip to allow the

boards to sit neatly beside one another. Trex

Hideaway Hidden fasteners secure each deck

board to the next without leaving any visible

fasteners on the surface of the deck. Rather

than driving nails or screws through the face

of each board, these clips are tucked into

the grooves on the sides of each board and

screwed down to the joist.

• Step 8: Follow the decking manufacturer’s

guidelines for gapping. Proper gapping

between boards is necessary for drainage and

the natural thermal expansion and contraction

of decking boards. Gapping

also allows for the shrinkage of a wood

joist system.

• Step 9: Continue laying and fastening boards

according to plan until you have completed

your deck.

• Step 10: Enjoy your beautiful new outdoor

living space.

trex.com; replas.com.au

Trex composite decking is made from 95 per cent recycled 
content, so is a responsible use of resources. Composite 

deck boards are easy to cut and drill with standard tools and 
require less maintenance than timber. A special protective 

outer shell resists cracking, fading and warping. There’s no 
need for re-staining each year, no peeling paint or protruding 
nails. Trex boards have naturally occurring colour variations. 

LEFT Composite decking provides the look of timber 
without the upkeep. 
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FINISH IN TIME 
FOR winter
With the freezing, wet winter months looming, 
now is the perfect time to protect your favourite 
outdoor spaces with Quantum Timber Finishes.

Made in Australia to suit our extreme weather 
conditions, Quantum Timber Finishes have 
been developed using the latest technological          
advances and renewable resources to protect 
your outdoor living and entertaining spaces for 
years to come.

Available in 32 beautiful transparent colours as 
well as Natural. Quantum’s Timber Plus range 
for doors, windows, pergolas, feature walls and 
decking made from Bio Based resins hits the 
spot for environmental responsibility.
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REVITALISE A HARDWOOD DECK
If a deck is in need of a lift, set aside a few 

hours to clean the timber before recoating. 

Sikkens recommends the following tips to 

revive a deck. 

What you’ll need:

A hose or pressure washer

Stiff-bristled brush

Detergent

Sikkens Cetol BLX-Pro

What to do:

Clean the entire deck with a hose or pressure 

washer to remove all contaminants, dirt 

and grime.

Scrub with a stiff-bristled brush, using a 

mixture of mild detergent and water.

Rinse with a hose or pressure washer until 

soap suds are removed. When completely dry, 

apply a liberal coat of Sikkens Cetol BLX-Pro in 

the desired colour, in the direction of the grain. 

For best results, apply two coats in total, with 

two hours between each coat.

For hardwood decks that are weathered or 

grey, a cleaning product such as Sikkens Cetol 

BL Deck & Wood Cleaner needs to be applied 

before recoating. This fast-acting gel brightens 

and revitalises grey and weathered timber, in 

preparation for application of the recoat.

Neglected decks that are peeling, flaking 

or blistered need to be sanded back to bare 

timber before applying Sikkens Cetol BL Deck 

& Wood Cleaner. For areas affected with mould 

or mildew, these must be properly treated 

before recoating, otherwise mould 

will continue to grow underneath the 

fresh paintwork. sikkens.net.au

CLEAN UP
Uses for pressure washers include cleaning 
fencing, patios, garage doors, driveways, exterior 
bricks, panels, walls, pavers, decking and rinsing 
outdoor furniture.

Bosch’s extensive range of AQT high-pressure washers 
differs in the flow rate and pressure that each model 

delivers, but all offer a spray gun, accessories and 
high-pressure hose that can be stored in a space-

efficient way on the tool. bosch.com.au

First scrub.

Then rinse.
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TURF TECHNOLOGY
Turf reinforcement has come a long way 

in the past few years and its use is now 

mainstream. According to All Stake Supply, 

the solution for worn-out turf is using 

reinforced systems to provide 

turfed driveways. 

For residential use, the simplest turf 

reinforcement is an extruded plastic mesh, 

TR4, made from 100 per cent recycled, UV-

stabilised high-density polyethylene. The 

plastic mesh reinforces the turf and is ideal 

for pedestrian and light vehicle use, and 

allows turf to survive the rigours of dogs and 

chickens in a confined backyard. 

The reinforcement mesh is placed over 

turf, pegged and lightly top-dressed. Dog-

tough reinforced turf allows for a beautiful 

lawn in the backyard. 

In the past, it was almost impossible to 

grow turf in small to medium yards — dogs, 

chickens and a backyard resulted in a dust 

bowl. The semi-rigid plastic mesh protects 

the ground from being compacted, prohibits 

dogs from digging up the lawn, and stops the 

grass stolons, leaves and roots from being 

scratched out by chickens. 

Mesh-protected turf is super wear tolerant, 

yet still soft for dogs to lie on. The lawn 

covers the mesh, so dogs and children just 

feel the soft grass. 

TR4 has been tested and works with 

a whole host of turf varieties including 

Palmetto SS100, Sapphire B12, Sir Walter 

Buffalo, Kenda Kikuyu KIK203, Nara Native 

Turf MAC03 and Empire Zoysia SS500. 

Benefits of grass and reinforced mesh 

compared to concrete include water 

penetration, resulting in cleaner storm water, 

better-irrigated adjacent gardens, 

a cooler environment, more green space and 

more natural surrounds.

ARTIFICIAL LAWNS
Homeowners are turning to artificial lawn for 

lush, green grass rather than a dry, brown patch 

of dirt. Australian Outdoor Living chief executive 

officer, Chris Taylor, says there’s been renewed 

interest in artificial lawn across the country. 

“Over the past year, we’ve seen a noticeable 

increase in the number of homeowners looking 

to take advantage of the benefits of artificial 

lawn,” he says. 

“Artificial lawn is a highly popular alternative 

to traditional lawn. It is the natural-looking 

solution that will provide lush, green grass all 

year round. Cost-effective, low-maintenance 

and hassle-free, it requires no mowing, edging, 

watering or fertilising. 

“Families with children and pets can also 

enjoy peace of mind knowing that pesticides 

aren’t required for upkeep of the lawn. With no 

grass seeds or messy cuttings, this means no 

itching from allergies and no prickles.” 

Chris says that despite advancements in 

technology and the sophistication of artificial 

lawn, many DIY homeowners fall for common 

traps while installing it themselves. “The easiest 

way to avoid a potentially costly DIY mistake is to 

leave it to the professionals,” he advises. 

Australian Outdoor Living’s new range of 

artificial lawns incorporates three types of 

lawn — Augusta 35, St Andrews 30 and Fairway 

— and is ideal for all outdoor areas such as 

landscapes, playgrounds, roof areas and patios. 

The range is built to survive harsh UV rays and 

is perfectly suited to Australian backyards with 

high sun exposure. With a unique thatching fibre 

tufted into the base with a rubber infill to give a 

soft, natural feel, these lawns contain more yarn 

per square metre for better coverage while also 

providing the same springy supportive features 

as natural lawn. Augusta and St Andrews have 

a 35mm and 30mm pile height respectively, as 

well as brown thatching between thin green 

blades for a natural finish. St Andrews is ideal 

for high-traffic areas — where children and pets 

may play or run across it — as it can withstand 

the impact and maintain its shape and realism. 

Fairway has a 19mm pile height, making it 

ideal for outdoor spaces such as playgrounds. 

Lead and heavy-metal free, the range comes 

with a guarantee of up to seven years. 

TOP FIVE 
LAWN MISTAKES
• Inadequate drainage — without drainage, 
the lawn will pool water and cause 
irreparable damage. 

• Uneven surface — do it the right way 
and use a spirit level or risk unsightly 
lumps and bumps. 

• No weed matting — weed matting 
helps prevent unwanted weeds from 
growing through the lawn.

• Unsecured lawns — it’s important to 
secure the lawn to avoid trip hazards if 
the edges start to curl. 

• Inaccurate measurements — plan ahead 
to avoid unnecessary waste and careless 
mistakes. australianoutdoorliving.com.au

TURF TIPS
• The best time to install turf is in spring, 
summer and very early autumn. Avoid mid to 
late autumn and winter. 

• Do the backyard in two sections, so that 
dogs have somewhere to go while the 
grass establishes itself within the mesh. 
Establishment could take up to four weeks. 

• Use Buffalo in shade and Kikuyu in full sun, 
except in Queensland, where Empire Zoysia and 
Nara native turf are best. allstakesupply.com.au
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FRESHEN FURNITURE
In one weekend, old outdoor settings and rusty 
fixtures can look new and bright colours will pop 
against a freshly painted neutral table or planter 
pot with Hammerite Direct to Rust Metal Paint in 
Cream. DUALTECH technology provides two-way 
protection by repelling water and preventing rust, 
keeping the metal stronger for longer. 
    Suitable for indoor and outdoor metal items 
including chairs, tables, gates, gardening tools, 
lamps and plant pots, this one-tin solution performs 
as a primer, undercoat and top coat, saving time 
and money. It’s available in paint or aerosol, in a 
range of colours, in smooth or hammered finish. 
hammerite.com.au

REVIVE TIMBER
Achieving a superior timber finish on vertical 

surfaces is often a frustrating and time-

consuming task. Preparing vertical timber 

typically results in a messy and less-than-perfect 

finish. Formulated especially for vertical timber 

surfaces, Intergrain RevivaGel high-strength 

timber preparation product prepares and revives 

vertical timber surfaces so they are ready to take 

on coatings, such as a protective  oil or stain. The 

gel means no drips and it won’t damage glass, 

which makes it ideal for doors and window 

frames, as well as fencing, screens, outdoor 

furniture and other vertical timber surfaces. 

intergrain.com.au

To use:

 1 Apply the gel neatly, without diluting. 

 2 Leave on for 15 minutes.

 3 Scrub off. CHANGE YOUR 
CLADDING
Scyon cement composite cladding is lightweight 
but heavy duty in performance and gives homes 
an architecturally designed look. Panels and 
boards can be mixed and matched to create a 
wide variety of styles and moods. The cladding 
comes pre-primed and is a wonderful canvas 
for durable exterior paint. 
    “An estimated 85 per cent of Australian 
homes are built with timber structures,” says 
Christian Hansen, Scyon marketing manager. 
“The walls attach directly to the frame, taking 
up less space than brick veneer cladding 
or double-brick walls, while offering brace 
support to the frame. Nailing on Scyon’s large 
panels and slot-together boards takes much 
less time than building brick by brick and you 
can let your imagination run wild with colour.” 
Installation is quick and easy with a nail gun to 
timber, or screws to steel frames. 
    All Scyon walls are resistant to termites, 
moisture damage, rot, fire and impacts when 
installed and maintained correctly. They resist 
shrinking, swelling and cracking, so hold paint 
longer to minimise ongoing maintenance. 
Choose from four different designs. 

HOW TO PAINT 
A GARAGE DOOR 
Materials:

Wire brush or sandpaper 

Bucket

Dishwashing detergent

Hammerite Garage Door Paint

Newspaper or drop sheet 

Paint brush 

Method:

Remove rust and loose paint with a wire brush 

or coarse sandpaper.

Using water and a diluted detergent, wash 

down thoroughly to remove all dust, grease and 

dirt, which may prevent the paint from sticking 

to the surface. Rinse with clean water.

Place a drop sheet or newspaper around the 

surrounding area to catch spills or drips.

Ensure the garage door is completely dry 

before painting.

For best results, apply two coats of 

Hammerite Garage Door Paint. Apply second 

coat after 16 hours. hammerite.com.au
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A
ustralian summers are scorchers 

so it’s imperative we have adequate 

shading in our yards. Not only 

does this provide relief from the 

unforgiving heat, but it also helps us maintain 

a cooler temperature inside our homes. 

However, with more shade in our yards 

comes the drawback that our plants may not 

be getting the required sunlight they need to 

survive. Luckily, there are varieties available 

that are not only beautiful, but also thrive in 

the shade.

Little PhilTM Philodendron ‘PHIL01’ PBR 

is a newer form of Philodendron that is far 

more compact than other varieties and only 

grows to approximately 35cm high and 35cm 

wide. The leaves of the Little Phil plant 

do not elongate like other Philodendrons, 

meaning they fare better than others in low 

light levels. This plant is best suited to an 

area that receives light to moderately heavy 

shade and is the perfect addition to shaded 

landscape gardens. Little Phil is better suited 

to warmer parts of Australia and in colder 

climates is better grown as an indoor or patio 

plant, or in a well-sheltered garden.

Tough native shade plants are hard to come 

by but there are a few strappy leaf Lomandra 

varieties available today that love shade.

MontyTM Lomandra montana ‘LLM500’ PBR 

is a low-growing, compact, wide-spreading 

form of Lomandra montana that grows to a 

height of approximately 30cm and a width 

of 60cm. The Monty plant thrives in areas 

that receive light to heavy shade and is ideal 

for mass planting in either residential or 

commercial gardens.

Another Lomandra that performs extremely 

well in shady areas is Tropic CascadeTM 

Lomandra hystrix ‘LHWP’ PBR. This variety is 

well suited to tropical and subtropical regions 

and has a shade tolerance of more than 

70 per cent. Tropic Cascade has beautiful 

green, weeping foliage and large, fragrant, 

yellow male flowers that will not produce 

seed. Some of the other advantages of Tropic 

Cascade are that it can handle periods of 

“wet feet” and has survived at temperatures 

as low as -4°C. Note: in southern states 

this plant is sold as Southern CascadeTM 

Lomandra hystrix ‘LHWP’ PBR.

The third of our shade-loving Lomandras 

is Katie BellesTM Lomandra hystrix ‘LHBYF’ 

PBR. Not only does this plant tolerate areas 

that receive heavy shade, but it is also the 

best-performing, evergreen Australian 

native rain garden plant. Katie Belles is an 

extremely versatile plant that performs well 

in both wet and dry conditions and produces 

masses of stunning highly perfumed flowers 

Make the most of a sheltered spot in your garden with these shade-loving plants
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from September to November — sometimes 

even repeat flowering in autumn. Katie Belles 

is a larger Lomandra, growing 1.5-1.8m high 

and 1.2-1.5m wide.

While the above plants are exceptional 

performers in the warmer parts of Australia, 

there are also those varieties that do well in 

the country’s colder climates.

If you are looking for a plant to give your 

landscape or garden a tropical feel but also 

one that will handle colder temperatures 

(and of course loves shade), then look 

no further than Emerald Arch® Dianella 

tasmanica ‘DT23’ PBR. This plant can create 

a warm, tropical feel for colder climates 

and will tolerate those heavily shaded areas. 

Emerald Arch has majestic, broad-arching 

leaves and produces blue/yellow flowers from 

September to November. This shade-loving 

flax lily has stunning deep-green foliage for 

most of the year, grows to a height of 55cm 

and a width of 50cm and, best of all, has 

low water requirements once established.

Want to add a little colour to your garden? 

Consider TasredTM Dianella tasmanica 

‘TR20’ PBR or BlazeTM Dianella tasmanica 

‘NPW2’ PBR. 

Tasred is a tough and reliable strappy leaf, 

shade-loving plant for those colder climates. 

It will often get a red base in colder climates 

or even change from green to green with 

reddish tinges at times. It has a dense, tidy 

appearance with beautiful wide leaves, grows 

to a height of 45cm and a width of 40-50cm 

and produces large purple berries in spring 

and summer. 

Blaze is a heat- and cold-tolerant strappy 

leaf plant that has beautiful deep-purple 

foliage throughout most of the year. This 

plant tolerates light to heavy shade, grows to 

a height of 45cm and a width of 40-50cm and 

produces deep-purple berries in spring or 

summer. Blaze is an excellent feature plant 

in gardens and will provide colour contrast 

with green, strappy leaf pla nts.

Liriopes such as Just RightTM Liriope 

muscari ‘LIRJ’ PBR, AmethystTM Liriope 

muscari ‘LIRTP’ PBR, Pink PearlTM Liriope 

muscari ‘VS0001’ PBR, Pure BlondeTM Liriope 

muscari ‘LIRBLONDE’ PBR, IsabellaTM Liriope 

muscari ‘LIRF’ PBR and SilverlawnTM Liriope 

muscari ‘LIRSS’ PBR are tough exotic plants 

that will not only thrive in Australia’s harsh 

conditions, but will also tolerate up to 90 per 

cent shade. Isabella and Silverlawn are also 

excellent choices as lawn substitutes for 

those tricky shaded areas where traditional 

lawns won’t grow. Best of all, both can be 

kept tidy by simply mowing with a catcher 

mower once a year. 

So if you have a yard or garden that 

receives heavy shade and require plants that 

will not only create a beautiful landscape but 

also love being sheltered, you can’t go wrong 

with any of the above.
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E
njoying a range of different cuisines 

outdoors with friends and family is a great 

Australian pastime, and what better way to 

enhance this experience than with a state-

of-the-art, yet affordable, outdoor kitchen? And for 

those who enjoy the taste of wood-fired pizza (and 

let’s face it, who doesn’t?), a wood-fired oven will 

make the perfect addition.

Australia’s premier wood-fired oven specialist, 

The Melbourne Fire Brick Company, offers the 

eager home entertainer and avid cook several 

options, but one of the most popular is the 

company’s complete wood-fired oven installation 

service. The installation arm of the business 

has been steadily growing, and for good reason. 

Australians spend a lot of time on their decks or 

out in their backyards and they need to know that 

their new wood-fired oven not only looks amazing 

but that it has also been expertly installed, 

ensuring maximum functionality and longevity. 

The experienced staff at The Melbourne Fire 

Brick Company can help you with the whole 

process. They can work with you to design the 

perfect wood-fired oven, one that will meet your 

lifestyle needs and perfectly complement your 

outdoor entertaining area. They can also help 

you with choosing the right location for your new 

oven, laying foundations, building a solid stand 

and trimming your wood-fired oven to give your 

outdoor entertaining area a fully finished, fully 

integrated appearance.

Whatever option you choose, whether it’s a 

custom design and full installation, or you prefer 

to go down the DIY route, there is no denying 

there is something about cooking with fire that 

draws people in, taking them back to simpler 

times. It also engages people, acting as a talking 

and gathering point. The glow of embers at night 

is always a drawcard. Then there is the bonus of 

having an additional open-flame heat source in 

the cooler months, completing the full sensory 

experience and adding to the ambience.

Complete your outdoor kitchen with a quality wood-fired oven

GET THE LOOK
THE MELBOURNE FIRE 
BRICK COMPANY
Phone (03) 9703 1758
Email sales@melbournefirebricks.com.au
Website melbournefirebricks.com.au
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A
lthough perhaps not critical in 

the short term, there are those 

jobs in the garden that make a big 

difference long term. And while 

we gardeners usually have the essentials 

covered — water, weeds, trimming etc — 

 we’re often so busy with the here and now 

that we forget to step back and take stock. 

What follows is designed to help us do just 

that, to spot what is and isn’t working and 

how to fix it. 

MESSY EDGES
By messy edges, we’re talking along paths 

or where lawns are meant to end. If you’ve 

noticed that too much of your time in the 

garden is spent sweeping garden debris off 

the paths or tidying the edge of the grass 

after mowing, then it’s time to do something 

to sort it out. Take a deep breath and invest 

in a physical barrier between the lawn and 

the garden beds. There are lots of options 

out there, from DIY edging kits to top-end 

paved strips, and they all reduce lawn edging 

to something that happens while you mow. As 

for constant path sweeping, often the problem 

comes from the level of the garden bed being 

higher than the path. Wind, rain or even foraging 

birds quickly move debris and mulch onto the 

paving. The fix is to adjust the soil level so 

that it’s lower than the path. And if that’s not 

possible, some raised edging will sort it.

Another great alternative is living edges. 

Garden maintenance can be reduced by 

planting the right plants along the edge of a 

path or lawn. The trick is to pick something 

that is dense enough to do the job such 

as Storm agapanthus or any of the Flower 

Carpet roses. Both will keep the weeds down 

and the mulch in place, and are both the 

calibre of plant that deserves to be noticed at 

the front of the garden bed.

THE LACKLUSTRE ENTRANCE 
If you feel that arriving home is an anticlimax, 

maybe your entrance needs a little window 

dressing. This is an easy, fast way to make 

a difference to your home’s appearance and 

the result is instantaneous. There’s usually 

enough room beside any front door for one pot 

filled with something lovely such as a Sweet 

Fix those niggling issues in your garden so you can simply sit back and enjoy it

Keeping your path edges in order 
can be as simple as planting the 
right plants. Here, Blue Storm 
agapanthus is doing all the hard 
work while looking fantastic.
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Spot Calypso rose. Use the same sense you’d

bring to play if you were deciding to redecorate

your living room and take your cues from

the colour of the door. Pick a pot and plant

to suit and voila, you’ll have a much more

welcoming entrance. If you have steps leading

up to the front door, just multiply the number

of planter pots so that you have one on each

step. Or if you’re blessed with a large terrace,

try positioning two large planters overflowing

with a collection of glorious plants. Sweet Spot

Decorator roses are ideal for adding a blast of

colour to any entryway.

WATER WOES
Water can be a problem when there’s too little

of it or even too much. Do you struggle with

giving your thirsty plant-filled garden enough

water? Or is your headache based on a soggy

patch that routinely kills each plant you try to

grow there? The solution lies in understanding

what’s going on. If you live where water is

scarce, tackle the problem head on. Take stock

of the plants you’re currently trying to keep

alive and note which ones are described as

drought-tolerant. Keep those but replace any of

the thirsty, sensitive plants with more of these

drought-tolerant varieties. Seek advice from

your garden centre if you’re not sure. Or if too

much water is your issue, ask the nursery staff

about plants that thrive in a wet environment.

Tropicanna canna is one plant that loves both

conditions. Plant this canna in a wet or dry

environment and stand back to watch a thing

of great beauty unfold.

THE SCENTLESS GARDEN
It’s something too many of us experience

despite loving the idea of walking through an

outdoor space filled with perfumed air. Perhaps

we get distracted by other factors when

choosing plants to add into the mix, but the fact

is, fragrance is incredibly important. So, unless

we actively go looking for it, we’ll end up with

a garden that lacks a key dimension. This is

where things get a little tricky. If a plant isn’t in

bloom at the garden centre, how can we test its

scent? Try walking around your neighborhood

and be attentive to what your nose tells you. Or

do some research online. Make a list and keep

it in your purse or wallet so that when you’re

next at the garden centre, you know what you’ve

come to find. Two fragrant suggestions are

Fairy Magnolia and Daphne Perfume Princess.

Despite its delicate demeanor, Fairy Magnolia is

a great landscape workhorse. It can be grown

as a perfumed hedge — trimmed to any size

or left loose — or treated as a garden shrub.

Perfume Princess is fast becoming known as

one of the best of the Daphne varieties. Grow

it in pots by the front door to spice things up

or line it up as a hedge to edge the front path,

creating a gloriously scented entrance.

ABOVE Getting this close to the new Daphne Perfume 
Princess is a heady experience. 
LEFT Sweet Spot Decorator roses make a beautiful 
addition to any entryway.

The versatile Tropicanna 
canna features beautiful, 
vibrant leaves.
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Fairy Magnolia is not only 
beautifully scented but can also 
serve as a low-growing hedge.
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W
hether you’re in need of supplies 

for a small garden project or a 

major garden overhaul, Menai 

Sand & Soil is the place to visit. 

This landscape and building supply yard is 

set on two acres in Lucas Heights, south-

west of Sydney, and has more than 60 bins 

of bulk product, including a great variety of 

garden mulches, soils and sands that are 

always in stock.

On average, Menai Sand & Soil sells more 

than 1000 tonnes of bulk products each week, 

so you can be assured the company has your 

needs covered. You can either have delivery 

arranged, using one of the available trucks, 

which can transport three to 30 tonnes, or you 

can have your trailer or truck loaded by one of 

three on-site loading machines. 

Menai Sand & Soil not only carries all your 

general landscape and building supplies, it 

also specialises in the supply of pebbles. This 

includes a fully imported polished range of 

pebbles, which saves you money, as well as 

the company’s exclusive Super Grey pebble. 

This pure-grey pebble has proven to be a very 

popular choice, complementing modern home 

and garden designs. In all, Menai Sand & 

Soil stocks more than 20 types of pebbles, in 

different colours and sizes, ensuring you will be 

able to find a product to suit your needs.

When you visit the supply yard, don’t forget to 

peruse the company’s display of pavers, granite 

pillars, large feature rocks and sandstone 

products. Menai Sand & Soil also has a wide 

range of retaining wall products, including Adbri 

retainers, Besser blocks, dry-pressed bricks, 

sandstone dimensional blocks and treated pine 

sleepers. What’s more, the company also stocks 

gabion cages, along with a choice of sandstone 

and bluestone rock that can be used as fill.

While the emphasis is on landscape materials, 

Menai Sand & Soil also offers hand-carved statues 

that make excellent garden features. And if you 

need a new pot for your yard, the company’s range 

is extensive and ever-growing so you can match 

your decor to your new paving or walling.

No matter what your needs (whether it’s help 

with drainage, turfing or paving), experienced 

staff members are always on hand to provide 

expert advice and assistance. So whether you’re 

simply contemplating your next outdoor project 

or you’re ready to make a start, Menai Sand & 

Soil can supply all the products needed to take 

you from start to finish.

Everything you need to complete your next garden project is in the one handy location
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I
f you’re considering introducing a water feature 

into your garden, or any decorative element for 

that matter, it’s important you select something 

that works with the existing landscape. To do 

this there is much to consider, including size, 

scale and sight lines, so you need expert advice.

Water Features Direct, a Melbourne-based 

business, has been supplying water features 

Australia-wide for more than 10 years. The 

range is extensive and includes water walls, 

tower water features as well as architectural 

bowl and pot fountains.

While integration within the overall 

composition of the garden is the goal, a water 

feature should be the hero of a garden space, 

drawing the eye. This is why placement is 

so important, as is the careful selection of 

materials and finishes. Water Features Direct’s 

products are available in a plethora of different 

materials (such as natural stone, reconstituted 

stone, resin, GRC, copper and terrazzo) in a 

diverse array of designs and colours.

Many are handcrafted, making it possible to 

customise a water feature to suit your specific 

needs. You can also coordinate your new water 

wall or fountain with one of Water Features 

Direct’s stylish pots or pieces of garden art.

The project showcased here features 

a selection of Water Features Direct’s 

products, from the pool’s sheer-descent 

water feature to the wall water feature in 

copper Magnolia design. Copper Grape Vine 

sculptures (which can be made to any size) 

grace one wall while the Gentong pots and 

planters (hand-made from reconstituted 

stone) complete the picture.

Not only does Water Features Direct offer 

design expertise and a stunning array of water 

features, the company supplies everything 

needed to install a water feature, whether 

you’re a DIY enthusiast or a landscaper. The 

company also recently opened a Sydney outlet, 

Designer Water Features, which provides the 

same level of expertise and customer care.

Use water features, pots and outdoor art to enhance your garden’s ambience

GET THE LOOK
WATER FEATURES DIRECT
195-197 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill Vic 3068
Website waterfeaturesdirect.com.au

DESIGNER WATER FEATURES
Unit 4, 181-187 Taren Point Road,  
Caringbah NSW 2227
Website designerwaterfeatures.com.au
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D
o you want a natural, eco-friendly way 

to block out an unsightly view or add 

privacy to an outdoor entertaining 

area? If so, bamboo screens are ideal. 

And if you’re looking for a wide selection of 

quality bamboo screens, Bamboo Habitat’s 

range is as extensive as it is impressive.

Bamboo Habitat offers an easy-to-manage 

panel width of 1.2m. This makes the panels 

lighter and installation simple. It also allows 

you to give full rein to your creativity as the 

screens can be joined for a continuous, 

seamless look or framed for a more 

structured style.

In addition, you also have a choice of pole 

thickness and height. This allows you to 

customise a screening, fencing or cladding 

solution to perfectly fit your outdoor design. 

You can also avail yourself of Bamboo Habitat’s 

personalised custom-made service should your 

requirements fall outside their standard range.

The majority of the range is now smoked 

using traditional firing methods. This gives 

the bamboo screens a wonderful earthy scent 

and a scorched woody-brown tone — the 

perfect natural backdrop to plantings, garden 

art or water features.

The Smoked Congo screen, featured here, 

is comprised of 30mm full bamboo poles with 

a staggered finish at the top, which ranges 

from 1.8m at its shortest point up to 2.1m at 

the tallest point. The result is a stylish screen 

that is perfect for disguising raking, sloping or 

uneven fence lines.

All Bamboo Habitat screens are strung 

internally with 3mm galvanised wire which 

ensures they stay structurally sound for 

around 15 years, even near salt water or in 

sandy and windy environments. To protect the 

finish, Bamboo Habitat offers an exclusive UV-

resistant tinted Bamboo Honey marine varnish 

to keep the colours of the bamboo screens 

looking fresher longer.  

For customers in the Sydney metropolitan 

area and on the New South Wales South Coast, 

Bamboo Habitat offers an installation service 

and for those unable to collect their screens 

from the company’s Sydney warehouse, door-

to-door delivery can be arranged. 

Bamboo screens offer natural beauty and complement any garden style

GET THE LOOK
BAMBOO HABITAT 
Phone (02) 4294 1385 
Email info@bamboohabitat.com.au 
Website bamboohabitat.com.au 
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Words: CLAIRE BICKLE

T
he concept of the greenhouse is hardly 

new. Roman historian Pliny the Elder 

described a structure that supplied the 

emperor Tiberius with cucumbers all 

year round. In medieval Italy, hothouses or giardini 

botanici were built to nurture exotic plants that 

explorers brought back from the tropics.

As glass-making techniques advanced during 

the 17th century, so did the construction of 

greenhouses in England and on the Continent 

— one of the largest was built at the Palace 

of Versailles. But it wasn’t until the Victorian 

era that the greenhouse truly came into its 

own, exemplified by immense structures like 

London’s Kew Gardens and the Crystal Palace.

In the Netherlands, one of the birthplaces of 

the modern greenhouse, industrial greenhouse 

agriculture has developed to the point where 

an estimated 10,500 hectares (0.25 per cent of 

the available land) are under glass, producing 

millions of plants a year.

The technology blossomed during the past 

century with the arrival of geodesic domes 

and the use of polyethylene film, acrylics or 

polycarbonate sheeting over a framework of 

extruded aluminium, galvanised steel or PVC 

piping. Now the greenhouse was no longer the 

preserve of the very rich; in fact, any gardener 

could install one inexpensively in their backyard.

HOW GREENHOUSES WORK
The idea of the greenhouse itself may not be new, 

but what is new is the modern concept of the 

“active” greenhouse in which the temperature can 

be controlled.

Until fairly recently, greenhouses were no 

different from a car parked in the sun with its 

windows rolled up, storing heat from the sunlight 

streaming in through the glass. Insulated from 

wind, pests, precipitation (rain, snow and frost) 

and the outside ambient temperature, the 

greenhouse traps warmth, which is unable to rise 

past the roof, and ideally releases it slowly.

We say “ideally” because the problem with 

a translucent structure is that, while it readily 

absorbs solar energy, the flipside is that it’s also a 

poor insulator. Hence, especially in a cold climate, 

the heat generated can be lost before the sun 

comes up and the process begins again.

This is why the modern active greenhouse uses 

heating, ventilation and misting to control the 

conditions within.

WHAT TYPE OF GREENHOUSE?
Greenhouses come in all shapes and sizes and 

they can be surprisingly cheap to construct. 

Whether freestanding or just a lean-to, there’s a 

greenhouse to suit every budget. First, let’s look 

at materials.

• PVC pipe is cheap, lightweight and easy to 

work with. Jointed together and covered with 

shadecloth, it can be a very serviceable semi-

permanent solution. If where you live is subject to 

high winds, however, you might need to consider 

something a little more robust.

• Wood is a bit more expensive but much sturdier. 

With the right tools, a DIY carpenter can readily 

put together a framework out of recycled building 

materials — except, of course, wood treated with 

CCA (copper chrome arsenate), which can leach 

arsenic into your greenhouse soil.

• Metal is pricier still, but is strong, stable and 

ideal for a larger, more permanent structure, 

especially if you intend to use heavy glass panels.

• Glass or polycarbonate? Glass looks great 

but requires an expensive metal frame and 

foundation. Not only that, it doesn’t have the 

thermal properties of polycarbonate and you 

might have to install elaborate temperature 

control — or at least add shadecloth — to 

safeguard your plants against burns or scalds. 

In contrast, polycarbonate blocks 99 per cent of 

the sun’s UV rays, resulting in a diffused light 

that’s kinder to plants. It’s lightweight and not 

as brittle as glass, so it’s easier and cheaper to 

work with, and has a reasonable lifespan of 15 

years or more. Fibreglass is even cheaper and 

offers similar benefits, but lasts about a third of 

the time.

CLIMATE CONTROL
A passive greenhouse working on simple solar 

heat capture can artificially extend growing 

seasons and provide a productive source of 

edibles all year round. But, as mentioned above, 

heating, ventilation and misting are key to 

controlling the weather in an active greenhouse. 

This is where things can get even more expensive.

THE INDOOR 
OUTDOOR GARDEN
Buy or build a greenhouse to extend both your 
growing season and your plant repertoire

A greenhouse helps you 
to have a flourishing 

garden year round. 
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• Heating allows you to grow exotics and other 

warmth-loving plants, but it can be very costly to 

install gas or electric heating and a thermostat and 

the ongoing energy costs are hefty. Remember, too, 

that translucent walls are not good insulators, so 

some of the hard-won heat will be lost. One way 

to capture warmth is to install a chicken coop 

in the greenhouse to retain the heat chooks 

generate that would otherwise be wasted. 

Solar heating, which seems funny since the 

greenhouse itself is a solar heater, is available 

from some greenhouse suppliers.

• Ventilation is important to the health of 

plants; without it, things can get excessively 

humid, causing mould and other problems. 

Commercial enterprises use costly 

computerised ventilation, but air circulation 

can be provided by exhaust fans or simple 

adjustable louvres in the sides or roof. You can 

also open a door and/or hinged windows during 

the day, closing them before the temperature 

drops in the afternoon.

• Misting provides the all-important water plants 

need to thrive. A drip irrigation system, if you 

can afford it, will provide moisture uniformly 

throughout the greenhouse and much more 

efficiently than using your garden hose.

SITE, SUN AND SIZE
It goes without saying the ideal greenhouse 

location is one that has full sun and good 

drainage and is sheltered from the wind. A lean-

to arrangement attached to the existing house 

can take advantage of utilities such as gas 

and electricity.

As with anything, it’s a good rule to buy 

or build bigger than you think you’ll need as 

your indoor garden will tend to grow to fill the 

available space. A larger space can even be more 

economical to operate, at least on a cost-per-

square-metre basis.

BELOW Lettuce in cold frame — ideal 
for an impromptu salad at home.

SUN POWER
Recent developments in solar technology 
have solved a few problems. Until fairly 
recently, rooftop solar panels weren’t viable 
for greenhouses as, being opaque, they 
stopped the sun reaching the plants below.
    New developments involve cylindrical 
photovoltaic modules that, as well as 
generating electricity, allow sun to filter 
through. Not only that, they can also be used 
to control shading.
    Thousands of hectares are already under 
solar arrays in Europe, generating multiple 
megawatts and keeping greenhouses cool 
in summer and warm in winter. These 
sophisticated systems adjust according 
to the angle of the sun as it changes 
throughout the year, maximising the 
amount of energy harvested.
    The best part for backyard gardeners is 
that the solar greenhouse provides a method 
of power heating, ventilation and watering 
systems that won’t run up huge energy bills.

The Grow station from Maze is a simple 
alternative. mazeproducts.com.au
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POSSIBLE ISSUES
The protective environment of the greenhouse 

can attract pests, while its warm, humid 

atmosphere favours the growth of plant 

pathogens. Before your crop is affected, it’s 

wise to nip these invaders in the bud.

One way to combat pests is with biological 

control agents — in other words, predatory 

insects that won’t harm your crop but will eat 

the pests’ larvae or grubs. Aphidius (Aphidius 

colemani), for example, specifically bred for 

greenhouses, is a parasite of many aphid 

species. Also available in Australia is Encarsia 

(Encarsia formosa), a tiny wasp that parasitises 

the eggs of greenhouse whitefly.

Dealing with disease can be a little trickier 

but manageable. If you need to, contact your 

relevant Department of Primary Industries (DPI) 

for plant disease information and identification. 

Here’s a link to the NSW DPI’s detailed advice 

on crop hygiene and dealing with pests 

and diseases: dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/

horticulture/greenhouse/pest-disease

SOME DEFINITIONS
• Cold frame: A transparent structure built low 
to the ground, creating a microclimate to protect 
delicate plants from extremes of cold and wet.
• Conservatory: The descendant of the orangery 
or pergola, the conservatory is a glazed lean-to 
attached to a house, often used as a potting 
shed or greenhouse or just for entertaining. The 
terms solarium, sunroom and orangery are used 
interchangeably to describe the same structure. 
(A good percentage of murders in Agatha 
Christie novels occur in the conservatory 
— but don’t let that put you off.)
• Glasshouse and hothouse: Alternative terms 
for greenhouse.
• Hoop houses, igloos, polytunnels or tunnel 
houses: Low-tech structures less than 
three metres in height, usually made from 
polycarbonate (or bird netting or shadecloth) 
stretched over U-shaped polypipe (plastic tubing) 
frames. These entry-level greenhouses tend 
to have poor ventilation and other drawbacks, 
particularly when it comes to pest control. On the 
plus side, they can easily be added to or moved 
around when necessary.
• Lean-to: Where space is at a premium, the 
lean-to greenhouse can be attached to an 
exterior wall of a balcony or courtyard. Modern 
versions are made from galvanised steel with 
clear, UV-treated polycarbonate panels and come 
in all sizes.
• Orangery: Originally intended, as the name 
implies, for the cultivation of fruit trees, 
orangeries became more and more elaborate 
over time. Louis XIV had 3000 orange trees under 
glass at Versailles. Later orangeries were grand, 
classically inspired conservatories. These days, 
orangeries are marketed as sunrooms as well 
as greenhouses.
• Shade houses and screen houses: Structures 
covered in woven or insect-screening materials 
rather than glass or plastic, allowing sunlight, 
moisture and air to pass through while providing 
some protection against excessive sun and 
extreme weather. In hot climates, shade houses 
are often used with hydroponic systems.

All the great estates had an 
orangery, like this one at 

Gunnersbury Park, UK.

How nice is this white 
Greenhouse from Sproutwell? 

sproutwellgreenhouses.com.au
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Australia’s largest and very best Aluminium 
Greenhouses supplier for Hobbyists, Professional 

Gardeners, Commercial Growers, Schools and 
well known Television Gardening Programs.

Mayfair Designer SeriesMayfair Des igner Series 

408-410 Princes Hwy, Offi  cer VIC (5min from Berwick)

1300 657 174  I  info@sproutwellgreenhouses.com.au

www.sproutwellgreenhouses.com.au

Our Mayfair Designer 
Series Glasshouses looks 
at home in modest of the 

most ostentatious 
surroundings, made to 

the highest specifi cations. 
With old fashioned elegance 
they may be solely used to 
grow seeds or propagate 
plants. Perhaps you are 
a specialist grower of 

have some prized plant 
specimens, this is the 

greenhouse to show them 
off  or just possibly to sit 
in your favourite garden 

chair with tea or 4 o’clock 
beer and admire your 

surroundings.

NEW

A NEW and exciting range has arrived at Sproutwell Greenhouses!
Visit www.sproutwellgreenhouses.com.au for more information!

Sproutwell.indd   1 01-Apr-16   4:47:53 PM



104 | BACKYARD

photos: DIANE NORRIS

M
any of us already

know what we need

in terms of garden 

tools, but let’s go over 

the basics for those starting out. 

If you’re like many gardeners, 

you probably already have a few 

hand-me-downs and various bits 

and pieces. But, just as every good 

cook equips their kitchen well, the 

same applies to gardening.

The range of tools now 

available is enormous, so the 

choice is somewhat daunting. Try 

to source the best you can afford. 

Be frugal, though, and buy only 

what you need. Tools need to be 

well constructed, durable and 

ergonomically designed.

Good-quality tools can be 

quite expensive but with proper 

care will be around for many 

decades and won’t be damaged 

under pressure like cheaper 

ones. There are wooden-handled 

tools and more lightweight

aluminium types, some made in 

Australia (still), while others, also 

of premium quality, come from 

Germany, Poland and England.

Whether you’re digging a hole, 

raking up leaves or pruning, the 

job is always easier when you’re 

working with the right equipment.      

Here’s a brief guide to what 

is needed to make life easier in 

the garden. 

CHOOSING TOOLS
When selecting tools, ensure they 

are sturdy, durable, functional 

and comfortable to use. Test 

them for weight while in the 

shop and make sure the length 

of the handle is suited to your 

build. Some tools can easily 

be adjusted to suit more than 

one gardener if they have a 

twisting lever adjustment on the 

TOOL MAINTENANCE
With proper care, your tools should last for decades. They should always be 
wiped down or washed to remove soil or mud after use and then stored in a 
shed or under cover. Wooden handles need wiping over with a cloth dipped 
in linseed oil every few months. 
    Sharpen blades at least once a year or whenever you notice they are 
becoming blunt. Don’t stand tools on their blades — hang or store them with 
their handles down.
    No matter how good your tools are, to work easily and efficiently they 
must be kept dry, lubricated and sharp.

Quality stainless-steel 
hand tools from Digadoo.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS
Jobs in the garden are easier and done more effi  ciently if you stock your 
shed with good tools from the start. Try to buy the best you can aff ord, 

as they will be with you for years to come

The trusty garden rake.
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handle that allows the tool to be 

shortened or lengthened. Some 

are ergonomically designed and 

others are angled to reduce stress

on the wrist.

WOLF-Garten produces a range

of tool heads that fit onto the 

one handle. One or two handles 

in different lengths allow you to 

interchange at will. These are 

particularly useful if storage 

space is limited.

Speaking of storage, always 

keep your garden tools and 

equipment in a shed, under a 

carport or somewhere out of the 

weather as the elements will 

damage them. Consider installing 

a tool rack, which can be as 

simple as nails or screwing hooks 

hammered into a wooden beam, so

you can hang your tools up and off 

the ground. Shelves are also handy.

THE ESSENTIALS
• Spades and shovels: Unless 

you have a totally no-dig garden, 

a good spade and shovel are 

essential. They serve a variety 

of purposes, from breaking soil 

and shifting compost to mixing 

concrete and scooping leaves.

A spade generally has a 

relatively flat blade, straight edges 

and, usually, a shorter handle than 

MUST-
HAVE 
GARDEN 
TOOLS
• Spade
• Fork
• Hand tools
• Secateurs
• Gardening knife
• Hoe
• Mattock
• Garden rake
• Cultivator

Tilling time: a
handy cultivator.

a shovel. Spades are better suited 

to moving material such as soil, 

sand or mulch. 

Shovels usually have longer 

handles to get deep into holes 

and a rounded or pointed blade, 

though the square-blade shovel 

is gaining popularity.

For most people, a 72cm handle 

length is ideal. The best blades are 

made from stainless steel and the 

best handles are hardwood. The 

top of the handle, where your 

hands grip, can be T-shaped or 

D-shaped, so you need to choose 

which feels best for you.

• Garden forks: A good fork is as 

important as a spade as it’s used 

for many different tasks. When 

autumn comes, gardeners need 

to work the ground thoroughly 
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in preparation for the following year and a 

good digging fork will be worth its weight 

in gold. Use your fork to dig up weedy soil 

and separate the weeds by shaking them 

vigorously, dislodging all the dirt from 

their roots.

Forks are designed to make turning the 

soil easy and they allow you to mix in compost 

and manures well. Never try to dig earth 

that is rock-hard with a garden fork until it is 

softened by rain or watering.

• Hand tools: Hand tools are essentially 

small working tools that suit digging around 

and planting in more confined spaces or 

working with smaller plants. The main types 

of hand tools include the trowel (a little 

spade), the hand fork, the hand cultivator 

(like a clawed fork) and various sorts of 

scoops. It’s also possible to get hand forks 

and trowels with long handles. The best hand 

tools are made of stainless steel.

• Secateurs: A detailed coverage of pruning 

tools was in our last issue but the need for a 

good pair of secateurs cannot be overstated. 

Secateurs are small, easy-to-use cutters that 

come in a wide variety of shapes, sizes and 

applications. They are one-handed, two-bladed 

devices for cutting material up to about 15–

20mm in diameter. Typically, the cutting blade 

is on the upper side with the leverage from the 

lower blade. Look for ergonomic design and 

sturdy construction with a comfortable feel, 

weight and size. Make sure that there is a 

safety catch and that replaceable blades are 

available, preferably of stainless steel, so 

you can sharpen or change them. There 

are also ratchet-operated secateurs 

designed for gardeners with arthritis 

or hand/wrist injuries.

• Garden knife: Knives may not enjoy the 

glory of other tools but a garden knife is 

useful for many tasks, from cutting twine, 

opening bags, dividing plants and cutting 

rootballs to harvesting fruit and vegies. You 

can buy specialised garden knives but an 

old kitchen or bread knife serves the 

purpose well.

• Hoes: Hoes are for the backbreaking job of 

scraping out weeds without having to bend 

down to pull them out. There are several 

types of hoes — square, wide, V-shaped and 

bar-shaped — and they all do an excellent 

job. Generally, a rolled-steel blade riveted to 

a wooden handle will be the sturdiest.

• Mattocks: A mattock is a hand tool with 

a chisel-like blade at one end of the head 

and a broad blade at the other end. It is 

particularly good for digging or breaking up 

moderately hard ground or removing strong 

tree roots or stumps. The broad-bladed end 

can be used as a hoe as well. Look for a 

strong hardwood handle that sits securely in 

the mattock head.

• Rakes: There are many different rakes but 

generally there are three main types: garden 

rakes, lawn rakes and leaf rakes.

* Garden rakes are mainly used for moving or

levelling soil.

* Lawn rakes are similar but have stronger,

sturdier, heavier heads.

* Leaf rakes, as the name suggests,  are for

raking up leaves.

• Cultivators: A garden cultivator is used to 

till soil and break up the top layer of dirt. It 

can also be used to mix soils with manures 

and fertilisers in preparation for planting. 

Freshly tilling the soil leaves ample room 

for nutrients, air and water to flow around 

the plant’s roots. This is also beneficial for 

decreasing the likelihood of weeds.

Some cultivators are hand tools. They 

may have a fixed-prong head or a rotating 

mechanism that acts like a mini-tiller, and a 

sturdy metal or wooden handle.

Other garden cultivators are powered by 

small motors and controlled by an operator 

walking behind them. They cultivate the soil 

and break up lumps and clumps. These are 

ideal for large gardens. 

TOOL TIPS
• Make sure your tools are always sharp.
• Purchase sturdy tools so that they last.
• Ensure that they are comfortable to use.

Garden tools, if 
looked after, will
last many years.
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G
lobe artichokes are such handsome 

vegetables it can be hard to bring 

yourself to harvest them. Grown 

for their huge, globe-shaped buds, 

they make a tasty and exotic vegetable served 

steamed or boiled with a dash of butter.

Don’t spend too much time admiring them, 

though, as once the green bud scales start to 

open, the flower is maturing and will soon sport 

a purple thistle flower.

Use a sharp knife to pick the buds with some 

stem attached. Expect to harvest about six 

artichokes in the first year but that’s not the 

end. This truly clever vegetable is a perennial 

so keeps growing and producing year after year. 

Depending on the plant’s variety and vigour, 

you’ll reap between eight and 30 or more buds 

from one large plant.

To enjoy their succulent flesh, pull apart each 

“leaf” to eat the fleshy leaf base, then tackle the 

heart of the bud. Avoid the “choke”, the fibrous 

centre of the flower.

Even after the buds have been picked and 

eaten, the spiky silver green leaves continue to 

look good, which is why they are often grown in 

the ornamental garden.

ARTICHOKE LABEL
Common name: Globe artichoke
Botanical name: Cynara scolymus
Group: Perennial
Requires: Sun to part shade, well-drained soil
Dislikes: Poor drainage
Suitable for: Vegie or ornamental gardens in cool to 
temperate climates
Habit: Perennial clump to 1.5m high 
and 1m wide, flowers spring to summer
Needs: Deep watering at planting 
and when dry
Propagation: Best from offshoots planted any time, 
or sow seed in spring
Difficulty: Easy

AROUND THE GLOBE
This good-looking and incredibly versatile vegetable 
is simply delicious — why not plant one today?

THE OTHER
ARTICHOKE
So good they named it twice? Not really, but
there are two artichokes — both handsome but
very different. The other artichoke, Jerusalem
artichoke (Helianthus tuberosus), is a tall
perennial that covers itself with yellow sunflowers
in autumn. Beneath the soil are small edible
tubers. Dig them in late autumn and winter when
the top growth dies down. Eat them boiled or
baked. Save the biggest for replanting, although
normally there are many remaining overlooked in
the soil, so this plant tends to spread through the
garden at will.

An artichoke stands 
tall and proud. 

GROWING GUIDE
In the vegie garden, artichokes do best in 

their own bed as they need space for their 

leafy growth and strong root system.

Once plants are growing well they form 

side shoots, which can be detached and 

replanted. If a friend or neighbour is already 

growing artichokes, ask for some offshoots 

from their clump to plant in your garden. 

Alternatively, buy plants from nurseries 

including mail-order specialists or grow them 

from seed sown in spring. Look for named 

varieties such as ‘Green Globe’ and ‘Imperial 

Globe’. For a touch of colour, ‘Purple’ has 

purple buds.

To prepare for planting, select a sunny but 

sheltered spot with deep, well-drained soil. 

Plants cope with afternoon shade. Dig over 

the soil, removing weeds and forking in well-

composted organic matter. Water offshoots 

well as they have minimal roots so are prone 

to wilting.
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M
ulch is not compost and compost is 

not mulch. There, I’ve said it. That 

said, compost technically can be 

used as a mulch, but there are a few 

drawbacks, such as lack of weed suppression 

because the compost creates a water-absorbing 

base for weed seeds to bed into and germinate.

Another catch is that during heavy downpours 

it won’t really slow the rain down and there will 

inevitably be erosion caused by rain and wind.

Compost is best applied to garden beds before 

your mulch of choice is spread. Then the compost 

can feed your plants while breaking down and 

adding vital organic matter to your soil, rather 

than be washed or blown away.

THE BENEFITS OF MULCHING
Mulching in the home garden is just re-creating 

the natural fall of leaf litter in our forest 

ecosystems. The benefits include:

• Preventing erosion from wind and rain.

•  Protecting soil from severe temperature

fluctuations.

• Stopping excessive weed growth.

•  Helping the soil retain moisture around the

root zones of plants — Mulching just 6cm deep 

can reduce moisture evaporation from the soil by 

up to 60–70 per cent.

•  Creating a micro ecosystem for beneficial

fungi and insects to dwell in.

•  Improving soil structure and releasing

nutrients as they decompose.

MULCHING MATTERS
Get the lowdown on when and how to mulch 
your garden so that your soil is at its best

•  Allowing plant roots to more effectively use

the top few centimetres of soil where there can 

be abundant nutrients.

•  Slowing water runoff down by helping 

with infiltration.

•  Keeping certain crops such as strawberries

and cucumbers off the soil and less susceptible 

to fungal and bacterial diseases.

•  Providing minerals (if using pebbles, gravel or

crushed brick as mulch).

CHOP AND DROP
Plants such as comfrey and a variety of 
legumes can be cut and placed around fruiting 
trees or in garden beds to act more like a 
slow-nutrient-release mulch than a weed-
suppressing one.
    Materials such as cardboard and paper can 
also be used effectively under other mulching 
materials, but they really need to be torn into 
smaller strips to allow water to penetrate the 
soil. Wet down before using.

Claire feeding her annual flowering 
seedlings with a pelletised manure 

fertiliser before mulching.
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For balcony gardeners, potted plants 

benefit from being mulched just as much 

as those in the ground. With pots it’s best to 

use finer mulches, though, such as chopped 

sugarcane or tea-tree, or you can get creative 

with decorative pebbles or glass beads. Even 

good old nut shells can work — just make sure 

they’re not from salted nuts as the salt will 

burn the plants.

POSSIBLE DRAWBACKS
There are not many negatives about 

mulching except when certain mulches are 

laid on too thick. This can create a watertight 

layer (thatching) and water and air may 

have difficulty penetrating to reach the 

roots of plants.

During extended periods of drought you may 

need to pull back the mulch and hand-water 

individual plants to ensure their root zones are 

receiving adequate water. Even using a rake or 

garden fork to loosen mulch that has thatched 

can be helpful.

Grass clippings used as a mulch can be 

guilty of doing this, so they are really best 

composted and used underneath mulch rather 

than as a mulch on their own.

High-carbon mulches such as woodchip, 

pine bark, sawdust and the like can draw 

nitrogen out of the soil, but applying a fertiliser 

high in nitrogen before spreading your mulch 

can abate this.

Seeds that require broadcasting may have 

difficulty germinating where there is a thick 

layer of mulch, as it can prohibit the seeds 

from finding a suitable moisture-absorbing 

layer to bed into.

Certain types of mulch may also be dusty; if 

this is the case, wet down before applying and 

wear a dust particle mask.

    Some wood-based mulch can attract and 

harbour white ants (not for long if you have 

chooks freeranging, which can then mean 

you’ll find mulch broadcast all over the place 

as your feathered friends hunt for termites). 

Keep these types of mulches away from 

wooden structures.

Remember, too, that compost, mushroom 

compost and composted pine bark fines 

(small particles) can create a water-

absorbing layer that makes an ideal weed 

seed germination layer.

WHICH MULCH?
• Organic mulches: Organic mulches that 

decompose readily add nutrients to the soil 

reasonably quickly while breaking down. 

Lucerne, pea straw, rice hulls, composted pine 

bark fines, straw and sugarcane are some 

of the most common organic mulches used 

in gardens.

These mulches not only perform the 

various tasks of moisture conservation and 

weed suppression, but as they break down 

they actually add nutrition to the soil, in turn 

feeding your plants.

The trade-off is that these organic mulches 

don’t last as long as some other organic mulch 

options because they break down more quickly 

and therefore need to be topped up at least 

annually and possibly more often.

Organic mulches that decompose more 

slowly and eventually add nutrients include 

pine bark, woodchip, forest mulch, hoop pine, 

tea tree and sawdust. Bark-type mulches come 

in an array of grades, from fine to medium and 

coarse. Coarse forms allow water to penetrate 

through to the soil more easily.

Wool mulch mats are made from pure wool 

and recycled wool waste and are often used on 

revegetation projects where plants largely have 

to fend for themselves. These mulch options 

are effective and slow to break down. They 

can also provide excellent coverage and stop 

erosion on sloping sites without being washed 

away. Wool is biodegradable and will also 

release nutrients into the soil when it finally 

does break down.

These are just some of the organic mulches 

that have a reasonably long life as garden 

mulch. They can save you money in not having 

to replace mulch as often and less time spent 

on maintenance.

The trade-off for using these mulches is 

the very reason they last longer: they have a 

higher carbon content compared with mulches 

that decompose more readily. This means it’s 

advisable when spreading these mulches to 

apply a nitrogen-based fertiliser underneath, 

such as blood and bone or pelletised chicken 

manure, to combat the nitrogen drawdown 

when it occurs.

• Inorganic mulches: This includes pebbles, 

stones, glass beads, scoria, gravel and 

crushed brick. These types of materials take a 

very long time to break down, which is great, 

but if they are likely to be littered with leaves 

Coarse sugarcane works well around perennials and permanent plantings.

Lucerne hay adds nutrients galore as it 
breaks down.

During times of drought it’s always a good idea to 
pull the mulch back to check soil moisture.
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Scoria comes from volcanic rock.

Litter from the chicken coop can be used as
a nutrient mulch.

Straw is generally used on seasonally 
changed gardens.

Forest mulch is generally a high-carbon mulch.

White quartz can be used in rockeries or pots.

Coarse organic sugarcane.

and debris the effect can be lost, with the 

garden surface looking like a big mess. Plus, 

it can be very hard to remove the leaves from 

the pebble/gravel areas. Still, they do look 

very decorative and remain functional when 

used in pots.

Stones and gravel allow water to easily 

pass through into the soil and some types 

can actually add beneficial minerals and 

trace elements to soil as they very slowly 

break down over time. This would be fairly 

minimal, though.

All these inorganic choices will deliver 

most of the benefits of mulching.

HOW TO MULCH
We sometimes assume that everyone 

knows how to mulch, but if you are new to 

gardening you may never have had the need 

or opportunity to apply mulch before. First, 

remove any weeds or grass growing in the 

bed you are going to mulch. I find it’s a good 

idea to give the garden a really good soaking 

before laying the mulch, too.

How thick? Generally, it should be 4–8cm 

thick. Be sure to keep the mulch away from 

trunks and stems, as it can cause collar rot 

and similar fungal issues by creating moist 

areas around vegetation.

In cold climates, thick mulching can 

actually slow plants’ growth because it can 

keep the soil cooler for longer as the season 

moves from winter into spring.

With the exception of inorganic types, no 

matter what mulch you choose, topping up 

will be necessary to maintain the desired 

thickness. And remember: if you want to 

use compost to feed your plants it’s best 

applied before the mulch. Also remember 

that high-carbon organic mulches need a 

nitrogen-based fertiliser applied under the 

mulch layer.

I find open bales of lucerne, garden-

grade straw or sugarcane are generally the 

cheapest way to buy them and they come 

apart easily in biscuit squares, which can be 

laid down on the garden and then loosened 

up for spreading.

MULCH MAINTENANCE
A nice, thick layer of mulch doesn’t mean you 

never have to water. In fact, as mentioned, 

thick mulch can even act as a barrier for 

water or rain penetration and absorption 

and you may need to actually pull it back and 

hand-water around root zones, then put 

it back.

It’s advisable in any event to pull mulch 

back regularly to check soil moisture, 

especially during times of drought and hot 

or windy weather. 

NITROGEN 
DRAWDOWN: WHAT 
DOES IT MEAN?
As soon as you apply mulch to garden soil, 
organisms get to work on breaking it down. 
This is when nitrogen drawdown occurs. The 
soil bacteria and fungi need soluble nitrogen 
from the soil to help break down the carbon 
component of the mulch. The more carbon in 
the mulch, the more nitrogen is used up by the 
soil organisms.

SAY NO TO 
BLACK PLASTIC
Being impervious, plastic will stop water and 
air from penetrating the soil and reaching 
the plant roots; a large proportion of water 
will just run off. Black plastic can also heat 
up substantially in the summer months and 
cause soil-life imbalances in the top layers of 
the soil.
    Keep in mind also that the use of petroleum-
based products in its manufacturing is 
expensive and there are issues surrounding its 
lack of biodegradability.
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your garden in a 
new light

OUTNOW
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Backyard Makeovers shows you how 

to take your dated, old or impractical 
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T
rees are tall, handsome and spreading 

and most need a bit of space to reach 

their full splendiferous potential. Fruit 

trees, particularly, like a bit of room 

around them to spread their branches, grab 

sunlight and produce bountiful crops.

If space is scarce, though, or a dull wall needs 

dressing up, espalier is the way to go. Trees can 

be espaliered whether they are evergreen or 

deciduous, but here we’ll focus on taming fruit 

trees and show you how to create a beautiful 

edible espalier.

The technique of espalier is thought to have 

started with the Romans. During the 17th century, 

it was widely used in Europe to produce fruit 

along courtyard walls. Of course, the espaliering 

techniques have been used in viticulture (grape 

growing) for centuries.

In horticultural terms, espalier simply 

means controlling plant growth with branches 

tied to a frame so they grow on a flat plane — in 

a two- rather than three-dimensional way. One 

central stem acts as the leader of the tree and a 

number of paired horizontal branches are trained 

to spread.

Espaliers can grow against a structure (a wall 

or fence) or they can be created on a free-standing 

structure, such as a frame, gate or trellis. 

Different patterns can be created, too — diamond 

patterns, for example — but the easiest and best 

for fruiting plants is horizontal parallel stripes.

FRUITFUL ENDEAVOUR
Save space while creating a beautiful feature by  growing fruit trees against a wall or on a trellis

ESPALIER 
ESSENTIALS
• Gate, wall, fence or frame.

• Shovel or spade.

• High-quality, sharp secateurs such 

as those made by Felco and other 

good brands.

• Budding tape or soft-tying tape.

• A fruit tree of your choice.

• At least two or more metres of space 

to create the espalier.
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Assess the tree: Look for a healthy fruit tree with 
a straight central trunk, evenly spaced lateral 
branches and a good graft. We chose a bare-
rooted pear (Pyrus communis, Beurré Bosc). 
Winter is the perfect time to find bare-rooted fruit 
trees to espalier.

Firm and tie: Gently firm the soil around the trunk 
with your hands. Do not tread in with booted feet.

Steady the trunk: Tie the trunk to the centre of 
the frame with budding tape in a figure-of-eight 
method. This will hold the tree upright and steady.

Planting time: Dig a deep, wide hole. Back-fill 
with soil from the hole mixed with about 20 
per cent organic planting compost. Plant about 
10–20cm away from framework and in the centre 
of the espalier frame. Make sure trunk is upright 
and straight.

WHAT TO DO

EDIBLES TO 
ESPALIER
• Apple: This tree is excellent to 

espalier. You may need another 

apple type as a pollinator or look for 

a double- or triple-grafted plant.

• Pear: Has pliable, long branches 

perfect for espaliering, with 

numerous budding points.

• Cherry: This is a wonderful fruit 

but only suitable for cold climates. 

Starkrimson is an excellent choice.

• Fig: This strong-growing edible plant 

is suitable for tall espaliers with low-

branching horizontal arms.

• Persimmon: This is a beautiful fruit 

tree; the Oriental persimmon is one 

of the best fruit trees for a large, 

informal espalier.

Young plants make for 
the supplest espalier.

Always make cuts at an 
angle and above a bud.
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BASIC NEEDS
When buying a fruit tree it’s essential that you read the attached label 

thoroughly to ensure the plant is suitable to your climatic zone. All fruit 

trees favour full sun and need to be planted in well-drained and well-

worked soil. This means compost mixed in with the existing soil and 

regular fertilising.

If using a grafted specimen, care must be taken to plant the bud 

union (graft) well above the soil level. A good rule of thumb is to plant 

the tree at the same depth as it is in its container.

When you buy a fruit tree to espalier, look for one with a straight 

central trunk and lateral branches on each side of the trunk. Also 

check that the graft is clean, well-joined and free of disease.

Some fruit, such as apples, needs another tree nearby for 

pollination. But there are fruit trees now available with two or 

three varieties grafted onto the one rootstock to create a self-

pollinating specimen.

TRAINING
It’s best to train trees into espalier while the plant is young and flexible. 

The juvenile branches can be carefully bent and tied with budding tape 

to the wire or support without fear of them snapping. An espaliered 

fruit tree requires pruning at least two or three times a year to maintain 

its shape.

As the fruit tree grows, loosen the ties and remove any unnecessary 

branches. Don’t tip-prune branches of the espalier until they reach the 

desired length.

Mature espaliered fruit trees require a strong support, especially when 

laden with fruit. As mentioned, you can affix strands of wire to a wall or use 

a free-standing structure. Of course, you can use recycled supports, such 

as wrought-iron gates, reclaimed builder’s reinforcing steel or farm gates.

Thank you to horticulturist Danny Browning from Hargraves Nursery, Dural, 

NSW, for friendly, expert advice on fruit tree espaliers. hargravesnursery.com.au

You can even grow a fruit 
tree on a spare gate. 

65 7

Lateral thinking: Look and then carefully bend 
the lateral branches to assess the position where 
they will be tied off.

First snip: Using sharp secateurs cut the 
leader (centre stem) above the top lateral 
branch. Make sure the cut is above a bud 
and at a 45-degree angle.

Tie branches: Working from the trunk, tie each 
lateral branch into position using budding tape. 
Space each tie no less than 20cm apart.
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Clip excess: Using sharp secateurs, cut the tip
off the branch at a 45-degree angle and adjacent
to an outward-facing bud.

All tied: Make sure all the lateral branches
are tied off securely and the tree looks upright
and even.

Easy espalier: Mulch with organic sugarcane 
mulch and water in well.

ESPALIER ON A WALL
It’s simple to fix wires or trellis on a wall. 
You will need:
•  12- to 14-gauge galvanised wire (medium–high 

tensile)
•  Double-pointed staples (for securing wire to wood) 

OR
•  Wall mounts (for fixing wire to masonry or concrete)
•  Wire clippers or pliers
•  Tape measure

To make the pattern you require, use wire, pull it taut 
and fix in place with staples. Ask a tradesmen or 
garden expert at your local hardware store for advice.

Recycled farm gates or wrought 
iron make ideal supports.

Create a pretty 
feature on a 

bare wall. 
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g
rowing your own food can, at times, 

be hampered by forces beyond 

your control. It might be prevailing 

weather conditions, such as wind or 

frost, or marauders, such as birds or rabbits. 

And, of course, the pests and diseases some 

plants endure from time to time cause angst.

Frost can cause considerable damage to 

crops but there are steps you can take to 

prevent the problem. And in the summer 

months, you can use similar methods to 

protect crops from heat, sun, wind and wildlife.

Many Australian gardens, particularly 

those inland, experience frost. It forms when 

liquid water cools into solid ice crystals, 

usually when the weather is calm, the ground 

is moist and overnight temperatures fall 

to 0°C or lower. In Australia, a mild frost 

occurs at temperatures from 0°C to –3°C; at 

temperatures below –3°C, it’s called a hard 

or severe frost.

Some plants are extremely frost-sensitive 

and may be severely damaged and even killed 

UNDERNEATH THE ARCHES
Protect your precious plants from damaging weather conditions

The protective covering on this arch 
can be pulled away to each side of the 
garden bed during the day.
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MATERIALS
∙ Star pickets, hardwood garden 

stakes or lengths of builder’s 

reinforcing steel.

∙ Flexible poly pipe, which is still sold 

in imperial measurements, so 1½-

2in diameter is a good size. A larger 

diameter is less flexible.

∙ White bird netting, shade cloth or 

hessian. Shade cloth is available in 

various weave-weights — lightweight 

30 per cent is ample.

by only slight or mild frosts. Many tropical 

plants, such as banana, are affected by 

minor frost.

At the same time, there are lots of 

frost-hardy plants that survive frosty nights 

without damage: plants such as cold-climate 

conifers, winter deciduous trees and shrubs, 

and various fruit trees.

Check the frost-tolerance of your edibles 

and other plants so you can be prepared 

for cold conditions and organise suitable 

protection well ahead of the first cold snap.

WHERE DOES FROST OCCUR?
Coastal areas are usually frost-free due to 

the ocean’s influence but winter frost is often 

frequent and severe in areas of south-eastern 

Australia, central Australia and Tasmania. 

It’s also prevalent in higher-altitude regions, 

including the southern highlands of New 

South Wales, the ACT and nearby areas, 

western regions of the Great Dividing Range 

and even into Queensland.

Gardens near valley bottoms, creek lines 

and dips in the ground that collect cold, moist 

air known as “frost pockets” are more prone to 

frost damage. You often see icy frost patches in 

uneven garden terrain.

Check forecasts daily. Cloud cover can 

prevent frost, but clearing skies overnight can 

mean frost and some protection may be needed.

WHAT DOES FROST DO?
Frost can sometimes freeze the water in the 

crowns and leaves of succulent plants, such 

as aloe vera, causing splitting and rotting. 

Unexpected frost, sometimes even in frost-

free zones, can damage or even kill mature 

trees such as mango. And even cold-hardy 

fruit trees for temperate zones, such as 

cherry, plum or peach, can be marred if a late 

or unexpected frost occurs.  This can cause 

flowers to burn and die, reducing crops.

Plants can be hurt by frost-burn too. This 

occurs when water within a plant’s cells 

exits, then freezes. When the water melts and 

evaporates, the dry cells collapse and die.

Soft, tender shoots are very susceptible to 

frost-burn. You will particularly notice this in 

the early morning when plants thaw. If plants 

are affected by frost, try misting them with 

cool (not cold) water to help prevent them 

dehydrating as they thaw.

FROST PROTECTION
Plants can be protected by moving them (if in 

pots) to a sheltered spot such as a verandah, 

by wrapping them in hessian or shade cloth 

overnight or by making a little temporary 

shelter — again, only for night-time covering.

Seedlings can simply be housed in a small 

greenhouse, under an umbrella or solid 

cloche (which can simply be a glass jar) or 

with a recycled door or window, held up by 

bricks, positioned over them.

A good tip is to keep an old bed sheet at 

hand to throw over plants in an emergency. 

Similarly, straw or lightweight mulch can be 

scattered lightly over seedlings.

For permanent protection, install a small 

greenhouse or glasshouse. There are many 

types and sizes available. 

Lisa Cowley from Sproutwell says the 

company’s mini greenhouse is very popular 

because it’s ideal for propagation and 

winter seedling protection, particularly in 

small spaces.

POLY PIPE ROTECTION
Here’s an easy poly pipe arch to erect 

over your vegie beds if you need to protect 

them from frost or, in summer, from sun or 

birds. These arches can be left in position 

during winter and/or summer for covering 

with bird netting, hessian or shade cloth as 

required. Make your arches as small or as 

large as you like.

This plastic guard can have 
netting for summer and shade 
cloth during winter.
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BENEFITS 
OF FROST
There are some benefits to early frosts:

• They help gardeners by stopping the 

spread of weeds.

• Some edibles, such as parsnip, get 

a richer flavour with a winter frost.

• Intense frost can kill many 

overwintering insect pests and 

their eggs which means less work.

1 2

6

3

5

4

If the garden bed is bare, rake to a smooth finish 
as a proper start for future planting. Otherwise, be 
careful not to damage edibles if they are already 
in the ground. Hammer-in stakes (we simply used 
hardwood garden stakes cut into 50cm lengths) 
at intervals you think are appropriate for the poly 
pipe arches. If the structure is large — say, if you 
want to protect a fruit tree — you will need stakes 
1.8m in length hammered 50cm or more into the 
ground. Position the stakes, in pairs, opposite 
each other, about 1.5–2m apart, along each side 
of the garden beds.

Determine the length of pipe needed — that 
means arch the poly pipe over the garden, 
making sure it clears plants well. If constructing 
a walk-in arch, make sure it’s high enough for 
comfortable access.

For a neat finish, purchase eyelets and punch 
them through a fold-over hem at the bottom of 
the shade cloth or simply tie off with twine or 
clip with clothes pegs or clasps. Remember: the 
shade cloth is to be in place overnight only, so it 
has to be easily pulled back or removed. Placing 
rocks or bricks around the edge is OK if you have 
nothing else and a frost is imminent — something 
is better than nothing. You can devise really 
stylish mini-protection houses for winter edibles.

Place each end of the poly pipe over its 
corresponding stake, as shown here. Put all 
the poly pipe arches on before measuring and 
attaching the shade cloth. You can brace each end 
of the arches with hardwood stakes to make them 
sturdier, especially in windy conditions.

Cut poly pipe with sharp secateurs to the required 
lengths, making sure the lengths are close to 
identical in size.

Measure and cut the shade cloth to the length 
of the completed tunnel of arches, adding about 
50–100cm extra as a fold. You can cut it longer if 
you want to close off each end.

A simple wire foundation
for winter protection. 

BUILD A POLY PIPE ARCH
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T
here would hardly be a person in 

Australia who hasn’t eaten garlic 

in some form or another. It is an 

inexpensive and popular herb that is 

available year round. Some love it, some find 

it far too strong and there is the odd person 

who is allergic to it. It’s one of the oldest 

cultivated plants with reports of it being 

grown around 7000 years ago. It has become 

a major ingredient in the food of nearly all 

cultures and there are myriad health benefits 

and numerous anecdotes and claims about 

its powers.

The plant is a monocot and is in the genus 

Allium, which includes onions, leeks and 

chives. It is in the family Alliaceae, though 

there is still some debate on this. Allium

is the Latin word for garlic. All members 

of the genus have strap-like leaves, a bulb 

or bulbous growth at the base of the stem 

and the characteristic onion or garlic odour. 

There is some debate as to the size of the 

genus — from 200 to 800 species.

There are three garlics generally available 

in Australia: pearl, common and elephant or 

Russian garlic. The latter looks like a normal 

clove on steroids but is actually a form of leek 

(A. ampeloprasum) with the characteristic 

thick fleshy stem of the leek and a garlic-like 

bulb at the base. The bulb consists of 4–6 large 

cloves about the size of a plum. It has a very 

mild garlic flavour that is great in salads or 

baked whole. This is only occasionally available 

in the shops, so is best grown at home.

The pearl or single-clove garlic is a small 

bulb about the size of a large cherry. It has 

a slightly milder taste and can be used 

wherever normal garlic is used. It is also 

quite nice baked whole and certainly much 

easier to peel. This variety is hard to buy 

in the nurseries but often turns up in the 

supermarket or greengrocer. There are a 

couple of herb growers, such as Renaissance 

Herbs, that occasionally have it.

Common garlic, or Allium sativum, 
is the variety we are most familiar with. It 

comes in two groups, soft neck and hard 

neck, which refers to the flexibility of the 

dried stem. Soft-neck garlic has a hollow stem 

with no rigidity, whereas the hard-neck stem 

has a stiff neck that stands out from the bulb. 

Soft-neck varieties generally bulb earlier, have 

multiple layers of cloves — hence the other 

common name, artichoke garlic — and store 

longer. Some say they taste better but the 

flavour is more influenced by planting time, 

cultivar, winter and spring weather, nutrient 

levels, harvest time, storage and myriad 

other factors.

GROWING IT
Garlic likes open, well-drained soil with good 

moisture during the main growing period. It 

prefers a temperature range of 10–25°C for 

active growing but responds well to a cold 

spell before growing. This is why it’s best 

planted in late autumn to mid-winter. It’s 

said that for southern Australia it should be 

planted on the shortest day and harvested on 

the longest day. However, for best results it’s 

best to plant some every three to four weeks 

from late April to late June then harvest over 

a longer period in late spring and summer, 

thereby ensuring a longer supply of fresh 

garlic. The plants will put on some root growth 

before going dormant for winter. Then, as 

soon as the weather warms up in spring, 

the growth will take off. At this stage, a good 

SIMPLE 
PASTA TOSS
Blend or crush 2 cloves of garlic, 2cm of 
ginger and 1 tablespoon of olive oil. Finely 
chop 2 teaspoons of your favourite fresh 
herbs and add them to the paste. Add the juice 
of one small lime. Let the mix sit overnight. 
Cook your favourite pasta — finer forms are 
better. Toss the pasta in the mix and serve 
with fresh crusty bread.

s
This cooking staple certainly packs a fl avour punch 

A small amount of 
garlic can instantly 
transform a dish. 

 BACK TO 
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balanced fertiliser should be applied. Put 

in your diary to finish planting on the last 

weekend of July.

When the leaves turn yellow it’s time to 

harvest your plants. The globes will be a 

little smaller than those available in the 

greengrocer but will taste a lot better. Gently lift 

the plant with an open fork, being careful not to 

damage the bulbs. Hang it in a warm, dark place 

where it can mature and dry. Once it has dried 

out, cut off the long neck, remove any excess soil 

and store in a calico bag in the pantry.

The hard-neck variety will produce a long 

scape just before harvest. This

is the precursor to the flower and should be 

removed to improve bulb size. It

has a fresh garlic taste and is excellent 

in salads or added late in a stirfry.

Indeed, all the leaves and any flowers 

(of both soft and hard neck) also have 

the classic garlic flavour but milder than 

the cloves.

I like to blend it with some fresh ginger 

and olive oil into a paste. Mix this paste with 

fresh herbs such as basil, coriander, sage or 

dill and use that as a base for a pasta sauce.

Garlic has plenty 
of medicinal 
properties as well. 

Garlic and tomato — talk 
about a match made in heaven. 

BELOW It’s the ideal time to 
plant garlic in your garden. 
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WORK IT
Perfect for the DIY enthusiast, the Worx WX373.2 20v brushless
hammer drill is the solution to all your hand-held drilling needs.
This impressive drill boasts a massive power output, extended
runtime and longer motor life. It produces up to 25 per cent more
power, up to 50 per cent longer runtime per charge and up to
10 times the motor life expectancy than its equivalent brushed
drill driver. Ideal for tackling larger jobs, it features the latest in
brushless motor technology while being more compact, efficient
and powerful than its predecessors. A match for almost any
material, it’s suitable for wood, concrete or steel. worx.com

ON THE GRID
Grid’s clean lines and flexible modular elements
beautifully complement its softer side to create a cosy
lounge atmosphere driven by a unique, contemporary
look. Grid is a high-quality outdoor lounge setting with
powder-coated aluminium frames, water-safe nautical
cushion technology and teak tabletops. The coffee table
is fitted with three contrasting materials including
natural teak, charcoal stone and a tray for bits and
pieces. coshliving.com.au
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SUPPLY 
Keep your best friend hydrated 
all day long with the state-of-
the-art Torus water bowl, which 
replenishes its water supply 
each time your pet takes a drink. 
Available in 1L or 2L varieties, 
each bowl has a hidden reservoir 
of water that automatically 
dispenses water without a power 
source or batteries. This is 
particularly useful on those long, 
hot summer days when pets need 
a constant supply of water. Now 
you can have the peace of mind 
that your pet will have access to 
fresh water, even when you’re 
not around. The Torus bowl is 
available at PETstock stores 
nationally. petstock.com.au

Stuff 
backyard 

WASTE NOT
A wondrous herb, the leaves, stems and bulbs of wild garlic (or ramson) are all edible. They can 
be used in a salad, as a herb, boiled as a vegetable, used in soups or as an ingredient for pesto in 
lieu of basil. In Russia, the stems are preserved by salting and are eaten as a salad. The flowers 
are also edible. Like the common form of garlic we use, wild garlic has many medicinal values but 
contributes in a much milder way, making it an ideal accompaniment to any dish. The leaves are 
also used as fodder. Cows that have been fed on ramson produce milk that tastes slightly of garlic, 
and butter made from this milk used to be very popular in 19th-century Switzerland. To grow, sow 
six seeds between the distance of 30cm in early autumn and spring. They love very fertile soil and 
you need to ensure they receive plenty of water. During the growing period, hill the plants with soil 
two or three times higher with each hoeing. This forces the leaves higher up the plant, resulting in 
extra-long blanched stalks, yielding greater edible portions. rangeviewseeds.com.au
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THE SUN
Rainbow Power Company (RPC) has 
been at the cutting edge of solar design 
and installation since 1987. Today is no 
different, with the company offering a 
wide range of on- and off-grid solutions 
designed to help you save money, live 
green and better power your lifestyle. 
For complete grid independence, RPC’s 
ingenious online calculator allows you to 
input your unique power requirements 
and geographic location, resulting in a 
solar power system designed especially 
for you. Plus, experienced staff are 
always at the ready to assist throughout 
the entire design process. If you’re just 
after a small-scale set-up, solar is now 
simpler and more affordable than ever 
with RPC’s quality and effective Plug ’n’ 
Play systems. rpc.com.au

WILD ROSES
To keep your roses looking their best, after 
pruning, it’s a good idea to feed them weekly with 
a liquid plant food. Yates Thrive Roses & Flowers 
Liquid Plant Food contains the ideal combination 
of nitrogen for healthy green leaves, phosphorus 
for a strong root system and potassium for an 
abundance of beautiful flowers and promoting pest 
and disease resistance. It’s also boosted with trace 
elements for extra plant vitality. yates.com.au

SIMPLE COMPOSTING 
The Composting Cannon makes composting as simple, clean and efficient as can 
be. Compost is created exactly where you need it so you never have to turn it, shovel 
it or move it anywhere. The system’s unique design allows you to create fertile 
hotspots anywhere in your garden. The kit comes with galvanised steel mesh caps 
that cover the top of the cylinders so pests can’t get in. The plunger and mesh lids 
are also reusable. You can even order a cylinder-only pack containing three new 
cylinders and start the process again in another section of your garden. Simple! The 
Composting Cannon works so well because it attracts worms to where they naturally 
live, creating healthier soil right where your vegetables are growing. Healthier soil 
is achieved by natural worm movement as they circulate through the garden bed. 
Simply put your scraps in the cylinder, tamp it down and, as it gets broken down and 
used, just add more. compostingcannon.com.au

MODERN CLASSIC
Even with today’s huge range of styles and materials, sometimes a landscape design 
cries out for pots made from traditional terracotta. These handmade landscape-size 
classic terracotta pots in Moka and Plain are made by an Italian company for the 
European market and are perfect for Mediterranean-style gardens. Complete with 
the odd artisan hand mark, these pots have tons of character providing a beautiful 
rustic element to your garden. Unlike cheap alternatives, the surface will hold and 
will age beautifully over time. These pots are also frost-resistant, making them ideal 
for cooler parts of Australia. martinkellockpots.com.au
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NOW SCREENING
The Sienna Series delivers an elegant update to House of Bamboo’s versatile range of overhead shade and
privacy screens. The range offers a selection of aesthetic and practical functions for the outdoor setting of any
modern home. Graceful, curved 316 stainless-steel frames are now fitted with shading from 2mm aluminium
laser-cut screens, allowing clients to choose from a range of artistic designs. These shade frames come in
brushed silver aluminium, or can be powder-coated to any colour of choice for contrast or harmony in pool,
deck or garden settings. houseofbamboo.com.au
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EASY PEASY
EZ-FLO belongs to a class of technology that helps
save irrigation water. It works in a complementary
way with other water-smart technologies, such as
evapotranspiration (ET) controllers, rain sensors,
smart meters and moisture sensors. Nutrients,
applied little by little, every time you irrigate, will
promote stronger root growth and healthier plants,
which will eventually require less water. EZ-FLO
is a world leader in fertiliser-injection equipment
(fertigation) for the horticultural industry. The
company’s 20-year history of unsurpassed quality,
reliability and ease of use has set it apart from many
competing systems. Fertigation systems are available
for virtually every type of application from small home
gardens to acreages. ezflofertilising.com.au

TWO NEW
The original innovators of sustainable hardwood 
screening panels, OUTDECO has revolutionised its 
modular screen format, releasing two new size ranges. 
The company has expanded the possibilities of the 
classic modular repeatable format with six impressive 
new designs. This means you get greater design 
options and value for surface area, as well as economic 
installation. With four new designs, the 1800x600mm 
series is a great size format for many projects. 
Featuring a longer architectural proportion, it can 
repeat vertically or horizontally with a whole new style. 
It gives greater coverage for larger installations with 
the same easy-to-handle, sturdy integrity of the classic 
OUTDECO look. The complete range, including the new 
1800x1200mm series and the original 1200x600mm, is 
available through stockists Australasia-wide. Pictured 
is the Mountain Ash design. outdeco.com

FLAT OUT
Potential effects of El 
Niño in Australia include 
reduced rainfall and warmer 
temperatures so, while you 
want to keep your backyard 
green and lush, it’s a good 
idea to save water wherever 
you can. The Flat Soaker 
hose enables you to water 
garden beds while reducing 
water wastage. Simply lay 
the hose out in a straight 
line or gentle curves, 
connect to a Hoselink-fitted 
hose and turn the water on 
lightly. The internal hose 
fills and lets water seep 
through the outer nylon 
evenly along the length of 
the hose. The Flat Soaker 
can be used above or below 
mulch and is ideally paired 
with a timer. It’s available 
in 7.5m and 15m lengths. 
hoselink.com.au

TO THE MILL
As Australian as lamingtons, dirt roads and kangaroos, these genuine 
Australian made windmills are faithful handmade replicas of the windmills 
that have graced the Australian skyline for nearly a century. Before 
electricity was available to drive pumps or large machines to build dams, 
the windmill had become a vital component of rural life, pulling water 
from bores and wells. The Glenview range of windmills comprises genuine 
replicas of the famous outback Southern Cross windmills. The 12in desk 
model would make an ideal gift, while the dramatic 7ft and 9ft models 
can be supplied with a pump kit for a garden pond or feature waterfall. 
Available in five sizes. glenviewproducts.com.au
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Make my day.

Douglas 
DONATE NOW AT
rspca.org.au/donate
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CUSTOM MADE DECORATIVE SCREENS | WALL ART | LETTERBOXES | FIRE PITS | GATES | FENCES | SCREEN DOORS | GARDEN FEATURES - THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS

3/169 Newell Street, Cairns | pp 0400999 7266 1288 | innnffo@@occeaanbluuuelivingg.com.aau | wwww.oceanblueliving.com.au
Australia Widee Deliveryy | 100%% AAustraliannn Made

CHECK OUT
OUR CURRENT
CREATIONS
ON FACEBOOK

or email us at:
customerservice@rainchains.com.aurainchains.com.au

Inspect our full range at:

Replace your downpipes with decorative 
water features that will add individuality 
to your house and garden. You can install 
a rain chain anywhere along a gutter and 
direct water into the drain or into one of 
our attractive copper or aluminium bowls.

They are easily installed with supplied 
hooks or an optional gutter adapter.

Run rainwater from your chain into 
a barrel, a pond, or onto a garden bed.

easy to install

save water

FREE POSTAGE 
in Australia

RAINCHAINS.COM.AU
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CREATIVE AUSTRALIAN LIVING

Backyard

To advertise in the new-look Backyard 
magazine, call Miriam Keen on (02) 9887 0604 

Email: mkeen@universalmagazines.com.au 

Outdoor Artwork
Stylish and Practical

Weathervanes • Windsocks • Sun Dials • Model Windmills • Water Pumps • Gate & Fence Panels

View the entire Glenview range online at

www.glenviewproducts.com.au
For more information call Bob on 02 9449 9892
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www.lightsite.com.au

137 Alexander Street, Crows Nest, Sydney, NSW 2065
t. 02 9436 4516  f. 02 9906 2667  e. sales@lightsite.com.au

Gorgeous outdoor lights

p: 0417 252 622  e: info@rolaway.com www.rolaway.com

INCL.20M OF HOSE & FITTINGS
AUTO RETRACT & LOCK 

15YR WARRANTY* 
EASY TO INSTALL AUSTRALIAN MADE

If you haven’t seen one...
we designed it that way

IT’S OK!

15YR WARRANTY *

“ A L M O S T  I N V I S I B L E ”

BDI136_DIRECTORY TEMPLATE.indd   128 04-Apr-16   9:26:08 AM



Like Pebbles , over 11,500 dogs now have new happy homes

www.DoggieRescue.com
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DESIGNER GARDENS 
— WHO TO CONTACT

Counting sheep (page 28) 

Lisa Ellis Gardens

lisaellisgardens.com.au

It’s all in the curves (page 34)

OUTHOUSE Design

outhousedesign.com.au

Creative courtyard (page 40)

Paal Grant

paalgrant.com

The right balance (page 46)

Design-it Landscapes

designitlandscapes.com.au

Classic beauty (page 52)

Ian Barker Gardens

landscape.net.au
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YARDWARE:  Outdoor Design Centre, 6 O’Riordan Street, Alexandria (02) 9310 2666

www.yardware.com.au
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DISPLAY, SALES & WAREHOUSE
32 Bryant Street, Padstow NSW 2211
Ph: 02 9773 5677 Fax: 02 9773 5644
Email: info@cinajus.com Online Catalogue: www.cinajus.com
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