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The NRA, the foremost guardian of the traditional American right 
to “keep and bear arms,” believes every law-abiding citizen is 
entitled to the ownership and legal use of fi rearms, and that 

every reputable gun owner should be an NRA Member.

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
130th Year of Publication

56

N
a
ti

o
n
a
l 

A
rc

h
iv

e
s 

P
h
o
to



I wish to reserve ___ of the “Ducks Unlimited Tribute to Waterfowl Shotgun,” a 
working Browning Silver Hunter™ 12-Gauge Shotgun, at the current issue price of 
$2,195.* My deposit of $195 per shotgun is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance at the 
rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying charges. Certifi cate of Authenticity 
included. Thirty day return privilege. 

T�Check enclosed for $___________ .

T�Charge payment of $ ___________ to: 
 T VISA   T MasterCard   T AMEX   T Discover
 
No. __________________________________________  Exp. ___________

BARREL LENGTH: 28”  •  GAUGE: 12  •  CHOKE: THREE INVECTOR-PLUS CHOKE TUBES  

*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verifi cation 
prior to shipment. Shipping and handling will be added to 

each order. Virginia residents please add sales tax.

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

Daytime Telephone No. ( ________ ) ________________________________

America Remembers®

10226 Timber Ridge Drive • Ashland, Virginia 23005
www.americaremembers.com

To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

America Remembers® and Ducks Unlimited Present

The migration of North American waterfowl is among the most beautiful and awe-inspiring spectacles in all of nature. It’s not 
uncommon to see large fl ocks of geese overhead, as they gracefully move through the sky. It’s a sight that always stirs a special feeling,

and reminds us a change of seasons is in the works.

Through the tireless efforts of Ducks Unlimited, leader in wetlands conservation, our knowledge and respect for the
preservation of North American waterfowl has grown dramatically over the years. Their results have been

extremely successful, and so today, outdoorsmen and wildlife lovers alike are able to continue to enjoy the grace and 
beauty of America’s abundant waterfowl.

 If you’re a waterfowler, you certainly know and appreciate the many accomplishments of Ducks Unlimited. 
Because of their work, generations of sportsmen have been able to enjoy the waterfowling experience. Each year 

they can count on waterfowl fl ying south in the fall and returning north in the spring. For the waterfowl hunter, 
the fall migration is an experience that is anticipated for weeks, even months in advance.

  Now, America Remembers and Ducks Unlimited are pleased to announce the Ducks Unlimited 

Tribute  to Waterfowl Shotgun, an exclusive Tribute honoring North America’s magnifi cent waterfowl 
and Ducks Unlimited’s unmatched role as the leader in wetlands conservation. Since Ducks 

Unlimited’s founding in 1937, they have become the world’s largest private waterfowl and wetlands
conservation organization and have contributed to the conservation of more than 13 million

acres of prime wildlife habitat across North America. They are a volunteer-based non-profi t
organization with more than 647,000 dedicated members, and one mission: to conserve, 

restore, and manage wetlands and associated habitats for North America’s waterfowl.

For this Tribute, we’ve selected the Browning Silver Hunter™ auto-loading
12-gauge shotgun. The Silver Hunter™ maintains Browning’s legendary

reputation for quality-built fi rearms and is a trusted favorite among countless
 American sportsmen. Craftsmen  commissioned specifi cally for this project

by America Remembers adorn each of these handsome Tributes with 
artwork in stunning 24-karat gold and nickel, and a blackened patinaed 

background to highlight the remarkable details. The Tribute
exquisitely captures some of America’s favorite waterfowl 

species on a classic shotgun.

Only 300 Available

The Ducks Unlimited Tribute to Waterfowl 
Shotgun will be the envy of many an outdoorsman

and collector, but only 300 will have the opportunity
to own one. Send us your reservation today,

or call us toll-free at 1-800-682-2291 so
 that we may prioritize your order. We will 
arrange delivery of your working Tribute

through a licensed fi rearms dealer of
your choice. If for any reason you are
not completely satisfi ed with your Tribute
after personal inspection, you may 
return it to us in original unfi red

 condition within 30 days for a 
complete and courteous refund.

©AHL, Inc.
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WALTHER
 The .45 ACP PPQ

A FIRST FOR

THE COVER: Walther may have had plans for a double-
action version of the P.38 pistol chambered in 
.45 ACP before World War II, but it never saw 
production. Now, using the polymer-frame, 
double-action PPQ pistol, for the fi rst time in 
company history Walther fi nally has a .45 in 
its catalog. For more on the PPQ chambered 
in .45 ACP, turn to Field Editor Wiley Clapp’s 
report beginning on p. 56. Photo by Forrest 
MacCormack. Design by David J. Labrozzi.

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Wayne R. LaPierre, Executive Vice President



Nosler.com     ■     800.285.3701

Introducing Nosler Ballistic Tip Ammunition
Long before the term “free range,” we were fi nding ours down range. That’s why Nosler BT Ammunition, 

with its unique polymer tip, delivers the accuracy, consistency and lethal punch to put meat in 

the freezer. So don’t let anyone ask where your food comes from. They can fi nd their own hunting spot.
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Five Steps To Take If Your Gun Is A Lemon
What do you do with a new or used gun that turns out to be a lemon? Go to 

americanrifl eman.org/lemon and follow these fi ve steps to extricate yourself 

from this sour situation.

Tested: Ithaca Model 37 
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Inland Mfg. makes replicas of the World War II-era M1 carbine 
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replica of the 12-ga. Ithaca Model 37 “trench” gun. Check it out at 

americarifl eman.org/ithacatrench.
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14th year, American Rifl eman TV brings you a Feature, 

a “Rifl eman Review” and an “I Have This Old Gun” 

segment in each show. To preview upcoming episodes, 
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THE KEEFE REPORT

It’s not often a company gets a 
second chance at a fi rearm intro-
duction. Soft launches, sure; but 

bringing a gun back after a recall in 
the age of Internet jackals looking to 
make a name for themselves? Good 
luck with that. But that is exactly what 
Remington is facing with its reintroduc-
tion of the R51 pistol. We had never seen 
such a major launch botched in this age 
of opinions spreading faster than the 
bubonic plague in medieval Calais. 

If the new R51 is to be a success, 
here’s the fi rst clue: The guns have to 
work, and they have to work fl aw-
lessly. They can’t function only when 
fed specifi c loads, and they can’t fail 
with just a hint of a limp wrist or an 
improper grip. No one will blame the 
shooter for lacking fundamentals. 
They will blame the gun.  

The R51 is unusual because it’s the 
fi rst gun since the John D. Pedersen-
designed Model 51 was discontinued in 
1935 to use his hesitation lock, which 
allows a gun that is lighter and thin-
ner than comparably powered guns. It 
was that kind of thinking that placed 
Pedersen alongside two even more sig-
nifi cant contemporaries named John—
as in Browning and Garand.

But when Remington scaled up 
Pedersen’s design up to take the pres-
sures and power of the 9 mm Luger 
cartidge, the pre-production, hand-
tuned guns that went out to some 
within the fi rearm press worked very 
well. But in production, the company 
could not make all of them work all 
the time. Remington’s engineers have 
made some alterations to the guts of 

the gun, changing angles and cam 
surfaces, to make sure it works. 

Modern software used by engineers 
greatly reduces the time it takes 
to design and produce a new gun. 
Computer modeling predicts stress 
points, wear, fatigue, etc., but that is 
with a simulated gun working with 
simulated materials in a, well, simula-
tion. You can learn some things, yes, 
but not everything. And not in the real 
world. These days, success and profi t-
ability are determined by the number 
of guns sold at the peak of consumer 
interest, therefore mass production 
now occurs quickly in order to ensure 
that new guns are available right as 
potential customers wants them—sup-
ply when you have serious demand. 

Remington knows it had a serious 
problem on its hands. You fi nd out 
just how good a company’s corporate 
character really is when you, as a 
consumer, have a problem. Customers 
who sent their R51s back are getting 
some accessories thrown in that do 
not usually come with new guns. And 
they received replacement guns before 
the gun press did. And a substantial 
number of gun owners who liked the 
R51 enough on fi rst blush decided 
to wait and see what would hap-
pen. Will the new guns work the way 
they should? I believe the R51 has a 
legitimate second chance because its 
lines, ergonomics and handling are 
very good for a gun of its chambering 
in the eyes of those seeking a small, 
controllable, carry-friendly 9 mm. 

Remington has a lot riding on 
this. It’s a second chance the fi rearm 
market seldom gives. No company is 
fl awless, nor is any particular design. 
But, this time around, the R51 had 
better be so close that no one can tell 
the difference. 

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL REMINGTON 
MODEL 51 SECTIONAL VIEW
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The Armed Citizen®

OFFICIAL JOURNAL

 Studies indicate that fi rearms are used more than 2 million times a year for personal protection, 
and that the presence of a fi rearm, without a shot being fi red, prevents crime in many instances. 
Shooting usually can be justifi ed only where crime constitutes an immediate, imminent threat 
to life, limb, or, in some cases, property. Anyone is free to quote or reproduce these accounts. 
Send clippings via e-mail to armedcitizen@nrahq.org, or by mail to “The Armed Citizen,” 11250 
Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400. For bonus features, visit “The Armed Citizen Blog” at 
americanrifl eman.org. View this column online at nrapublications.org.

 If you have a firsthand “Armed Citizen” experience, 
call NRA-ILA PR/Communications at (703) 267-3820.

S
neaking into someone’s home overnight turned out to be a poor decision for a bad guy 

in  Snellville, Ga. Shortly before 4 a.m. one day in July, a husband and wife were awak-

ened by the sound of someone attempting to break into their home. The male home-

owner retrieved his gun and went to investigate. He discovered a man had put a ladder up 

against the house and was attempting to climb through the window of the master bathroom. 

The resident fi red at the would-be burglar, and one of the homeowners called 911. While the 

police were interviewing him, the armed citizen said he was unsure whether the shot had hit 

the man who was breaking in. A subsequent search found the bad guy lying dead on the roof. 

Offi  cers determined that the homeowners were within their rights to defend themselves, and 

they were not charged. (Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Atlanta, Ga., 7/29/16)

A 
good guy with a gun kept a 

multiple-victim shooting near 

a Lyman, S.C., nightclub from 

becoming worse. One man got into an 

argument with another outside the club. 

He pulled out a gun and fi red multiple 

times into a crowd, injuring three people. 

One bystander, who was carrying legally, 

returned fi re, striking the shooter in the leg 

and ending the gunplay. (FoxCarolina.com, 

Charlotte, N.C., 6/26/16) 

Y
ou’ve heard of being in someone’s 

doghouse? Well, criminal 

behavior put one suspect on top 

of someone’s doghouse in Lady Lake, 

Fla. A homeowner was pulling into his 

driveway, with his wife and mother-in-

law in the car, when he noticed that the 

door of a client’s car he was repairing 

was open. A moment later, he saw a 

trespasser—dressed only in a tank top 

and underwear—running away from the 

car and into the backyard, busting open 

a gate in his attempt to fl ee. The armed 

citizen pulled his gun and directed the 

thief to freeze. The suspect, who had 

climbed on top of a doghouse to try to 

get away, stayed on that perch until the 

police arrived and took him into custody. 

(Sun  Sentinel, Palm Beach, Fla., 7/21/16)

O
hio offi  cials recently awarded 

armed citizen Dylan DeBoard 

with a Citizens Award of Valor 

for his role in saving a police offi  cer 

who was struggling to arrest a drug 

suspect. Cpl. Michael Wheeler, of the 

Mount Vernon Police Department, was 

trying to apprehend a man in June. 

The suspect became aggressive and, 

during the ensuing altercation, tried to 

grab the policeman’s  fi rearm. DeBoard, 

who carries legally, approached with his 

handgun at the ready and ordered the 

bad guy to stop what he was doing. The 

alleged criminal raised his hands and 

Wheeler completed the arrest without 

further incident. (Mount Vernon News, 

Mount Vernon, Ohio, 7/26/16) 

M
aternal love knows no bounds, 

as a defensive shooting in 

Oregon shows. A mother and 

her two children returned home one 

weekend and stumbled upon a stranger 

in her 10-year-old daughter’s bedroom. 

The woman drew her gun and fi red one 

shot, killing the intruder. Portland police 

investigated and said that the man 

apparently entered the home by climbing 

in through a back window. The mother 

and her children had only recently moved 

into the home, and neighbors said some 

squatters had been there off  and on 

while the house was vacant. (KOIN.com, 

Portland, Ore., 6/26/16)

P
olice said they won’t charge a New 

Mexico man who shot someone to 

protect his daughter. Albuquerque 

law offi  cers responded to a “shots fi red” 

call and found a 40-year-old man with 

multiple gunshot wounds to his legs. The 

investigation revealed that the wounded 

man, an ex-boyfriend of the daughter, 

was armed and was trying to gain entry 

to the residence.  The man had a history 

of allegedly making threats against the 

woman, and police said the father will not 

be charged. (KRQE.com, Albuquerque, 

N.M., 6/24/16)

D
etroit carjacking suspects got 

a surprise when they picked an 

armed citizen as their target. Two 

men in a vehicle drove up near a man 

in his car late one evening. One of the 

criminals then got out, walked toward 

his target, pulled a gun and ordered 

the driver to exit his car. The motorist 

acted like he was complying, but he held 

a surprise for his attackers—he had a 

license to carry and was armed. After he 

got out of his automobile, the assailant 

and the driver exchanged gunfi re, with 

the attacker taking a shot to the body. 

The injured bad guy climbed back into 

his car and his accomplice took him 

to a hospital. Police later arrested the 

suspects.  (The Detroit News, Detroit, 

Mich., 7/26/16)
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T
here is no greater danger to Ameri-

can liberty and to the security of our 

nation than a Hillary Clinton admin-

istration. To see the future if Hillary were to 

take the White House, look no further than 

her record—her long history of abuse of 

power, deception and corruption.

On Second Amendment-protected 

liberty, not even President Barack Obama 

can top her lifelong, anti-freedom record. 

As President Bill Clinton’s fi rst lady, she 

was instrumental in his unrelenting gun- 

ban policy and is credited by the media 

as being the inside force behind his hos-

tility toward peaceable gun owners.

As a U.S. senator, Hillary was deeply 

allied with her fellow New Yorker, Chuck 

Schumer, and demanded national gun 

owner licensing and fi rearms regis-

tration as a “good fi rst step.” In her 

campaign for the presidency now, she 

embraces what would be her last step, 

her ultimate goal—a confi scatory fi re-

arms destruction program modeled on 

Australia’s plan, where a million fi rearms 

were taken from licensed owners and 

destroyed. Translated into comparable 

U.S. confi scations, Hillary would take and 

destroy 40 million fi rearms owned by 

law-abiding Americans.

If she could, Hillary would ban every 

gun, destroy every magazine and run 

our entire law-abiding fi rearms industry 

into the ground.

In all of this, Hillary’s attacks are de-

signed to erase our fundamental right to 

survive and protect ourselves. She has said 

the U.S. Supreme Court was wrong in rec-

ognizing the Second Amendment as a 

fundamental individual right guaranteed 

to every American to protect themselves 

and their families and their communities.

But Hillary’s danger to America goes 

beyond the threat she poses to the 

Second Amendment.

Just look at Hillary’s scandal-ridden 

tenure as the U.S. secretary of state, a 

tenure defi ned by a pattern of mocking 

the rule of law, an approach that goes 

to the heart of destroying our national 

security. As we are seeing—with new 

revelations unearthed nearly every 

day—the hallmark of her tenure as sec-

retary of state was one of lawlessness, 

corruption and lies.

Were she to assume the highest offi  ce 

in the land, that abuse of power would 

spread to every level of government 

agencies weaponized to attack groups 

like the NRA that Hillary has declared as 

the “enemy.” And were she to pack the 

federal courts, abuses would be rubber-

stamped as the law of the land.

There has never been a sense of 

public service in Hillary’s behavior. There 

is only personal greed, a lust for power 

and a shocking arrogance. It’s how 

she’s able to look Americans in the eye, 

with a straight face, and deliberately lie 

about her attempts to hide her offi  cial 

email. Think about the destroyed offi  cial 

government records, her personal server 

tucked away in a closet in her home, 

intended to hide offi  cial communication 

from any public view.

Think about the serial breaches of 

national security laws where Hillary 

used an unsecured, unencrypted per-

sonal email system sending classifi ed 

texts to individuals who possessed no 

security clearance.  

Think about the vulnerability to 

hackers. Think about illegal handling of 

classifi ed documents that were declared 

by the courts as too sensitive ever to see 

the light of public day.  

In all of this, after months of investi-

gations by hundreds of FBI agents, what 

many experts saw as clearly criminal acts 

didn’t rise to the level of prosecution.

All of this prompted U.S. Rep. Jason 

Chaff etz, R-Utah, chairman of the House 

Oversight and Government Reform 

Committee, to conclude: “It seems that 

there are two standards. … It seems to a 

lot of us that the Average Joe, the average 

American, if they had done what you laid 

out in your (FBI’s) statement, that they’d 

be in handcuff s.”   

That rebuke brought into sharp 

focus the nation’s cultural divide be-

tween Washington elites and average 

citizens—who gets protected and who 

goes to prison—in a deceit that defi nes 

these national elections.

This is the same Justice Department 

that oversaw the Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives’ (ATF) 

“Fast and Furious” scheme by which fi re-

arms were feloniously purchased from 

licensed dealers under the watchful eyes 

and approval of federal agents, and ille-

gally smuggled into Mexico. That smug-

gling operation resulted in the murders 

of countless Mexican nationals and was 

discovered only after the murder of a 

U.S. Border Patrol agent on our soil.

Hillary: Contempt for the Truth
and American Freedom

standing guard
By Wayne LaPierre, Executive Vice President     

If she could, Hillary Clinton would ban every gun, destroy every 
magazine and run our entire law-abiding fi rearms industry into 
the ground. But her danger to America goes beyond the threat 
she poses to the Second Amendment.
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It’s the same Justice Department that 

has done nothing to prosecute the rogue 

leaders in the ATF who dreamed up and 

executed this murderous scheme.

It’s the same Justice Department that 

refuses to prosecute armed violent fel-

ons who are making our cities war zones.

This is the same Justice Depart-

ment—if Hillary takes the White 

House—that will become an instru-

ment of retribution against those who 

oppose Hillary and those who fi ght for 

the Second Amendment.

From her throne at the State Depart-

ment, Clinton’s history is littered with 

failures. The 13 hours of Benghazi, all of 

Libya on fi re, all of Syria on fi re, a nuclear 

Iran, a brazenly emboldened Russia, an 

expansionist China.

You can bet that Obama’s weakening 

of the U.S. military—with a severe reduc-

tion in forces, coupled with failure to 

update equipment and resources to the 

most modern standard—will be ampli-

fi ed in a Clinton presidency. All of this 

in the face of the Islamic terrorist threat 

that is now operating on our shores.

As secretary of state, Hillary lied 

to the families of the fallen heroes of 

Benghazi while standing in front of 

their fl ag-draped caskets, claiming that 

a video inspired the terrorist violence, 

yet did nothing to protect these brave 

Americans when they pleaded for help 

in staving off  the terrorist attacks.

As NRA members—as patriotic Amer-

icans who love our country and cherish 

our freedoms—we must use our power 

at the ballot box to stop Hillary’s plans 

to erase the Bill of Rights and impose her 

cynical and deceitful mindset that will 

surely guide her policy decrees from the 

White House. 

On Nov. 8, “We the People” get the 

last word by voting to elect Donald J. 

Trump as president. And we must vote 

to retain and expand our pro-freedom 

U.S House and Senate, or all that we’ve 

fought for and accomplished these past 

decades and throughout our lifetimes 

will be lost. Standing together, using 

the power of our votes, we will save our 

freedom and our country.
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N
ever before has there been such a 

stark contrast between presidential 

candidates over the future of the 

Second Amendment. With Donald Trump, 

the nation’s fi rearms owners have a true 

champion who has repeatedly pledged 

to preserve the Second Amendment by 

assuring that impending U.S. Supreme 

Court vacancies will be fi lled with justices 

who will preserve our unique liberty.

With Hillary Clinton, we see a force that 

would bring darkness to the rights and 

freedoms that the U.S. Supreme Court 

memorialized twice in the landmark Heller 

and McDonald decisions that recognized 

the Second Amendment as guarantee-

ing an individual right to keep and bear 

arms. More than that, those decisions 

guaranteed the individual right to armed 

self-defense, something that Clinton, with 

her phalanx of armed security, despises. 

“The Supreme Court is wrong on the 

Second Amendment. And I am going to 

make that case every chance I get.” In one 

sentence, uttered behind closed doors 

of a New York big-donor klatch, Clinton 

defi ned her vision for our future. 

As for Trump, in his unrehearsed, off -

the-cuff , straightforward campaign style, he 

never fails to repeat his promise to protect 

the Second Amendment and to bring 

oppressive government to heel. Ending 

the abuses installed by President Barack 

Obama’s regime is the biggest challenge to 

restoring American freedom.

Trump isn’t just running against Clinton: 

he is running against eight years of 

Obama’s radicalizing the very government 

that is supposed to serve the people.

The massive crowds who come to rallies 

to hear Trump’s message of freedom are 

people who have become the target 

of Obama’s ruthless policies to destroy 

American exceptionalism. We are forgot-

ten Americans whose jobs and liberty are 

under constant attack by Obama’s radical 

bureaucracies operating beyond the 

rule of law. Yet, we have been summarily 

dismissed, insulted, and labeled by the 

New York Post as “trash voters.”

Obama’s post-2008 boast of “funda-

mentally transforming the United States of 

America” was a declaration of cultural war 

against the very people who build and 

serve our nation every day. And if Clinton 

ever becomes president, all the uncon-

stitutional actions of Obama’s executive 

branch will be increased exponentially.

Transformation? Look no further than 

all of the unconstitutional executive 

orders designed to disarm Americans.

Who would have ever thought that the 

Social Security Administration would be 

leading eff orts to disarm older Americans 

who rely on family members or friends to 

help handle their personal aff airs?

Who would have ever envisioned the 

Department of Veterans Aff airs using the 

same rationale to outlaw fi rearms owner-

ship by men and women who served 

and fought for this nation? 

Who would have ever thought that 

agencies of the federal government would 

be denigrating and usurping the role of 

local police—men and women who every 

day put their lives on the line for our safety?

Who would have ever thought that the 

federal agency designed to insure bank de-

posits would be using its power to coerce 

banks into denying service to law-abiding 

segments of the fi rearms trade or to 

depositors who are gun owners? It is called 

“Operation Choke-Point” and it is ongoing.

All of these abuses of power should 

be investigated and dealt with by the 

U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ). But it 

hasn’t happened on Obama’s watch, and 

it won’t happen under Clinton.

Trump in the White House will stop all 

of this, and I’m putting my money and my 

vote on Trump to make federal bureaucrats 

who have abused the power of govern-

ment accountable. As for Obama’s gun-ban 

executive orders, which Clinton threatens 

to increase, Trump has promised to rescind 

them all as a fi rst order of business.

In my memory in politics, which goes 

back to the 1960s, no presidential can-

didate has been as unabashedly proud 

of the NRA and our role in preserving all 

American liberty. We are, after all, the old-

est civil rights organization in the nation.

In his acceptance speech before the 

Republican National Convention, Trump 

proudly embraced the NRA’s endorse-

ment to a roaring crowd. This was an 

historic fi rst. And in every campaign ap-

pearance he recognizes the nation’s gun 

owners for the political force that we are.

His message is one of solidarity with 

the savviest, most committed political 

freedom fi ghters in the nation. Led by 

the 5-million-members-strong NRA, gun 

owners can stop the Clinton machine, 

and we can elect a pro-gun president 

who will Make America Safe again.

We can do it by mobilizing our friends, 

our co-workers and colleagues to go to 

the polls in massive numbers to repudi-

ate Obama’s transformation, to reject 

Clinton’s promise of more of the same, 

and to support Trump’s solemn pledge to 

return America to its rightful place as the 

freest nation on earth.  To do so, each NRA 

Member must lead in the fi ght to elect  

pro-freedom majorities in the U.S. House 

of Representatives and Senate to secure 

our rights and future!
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political report
By Chris W. Cox, NRA-ILA Executive Director

Hillary Clinton, Democratic Machine 
All in for Gun Control in 2016

T
oo often, newspapers report on 

fi rearm-related issues ignorantly or 

with deliberate dishonesty. But the 

headlines shortly after the Democratic 

National Convention (DNC), held this 

year in Philadelphia, told a true story—

one that every American gun owner needs 

to understand. From The New York Times: 

“After Years of Setbacks, Democrats 

Again See Gun Control as a Winning 

Issue.” From The Washington Post: “For 

Democrats, gun control is no longer a 

third rail.” And from the Los Angeles Times: 

“About Time for Gun Control.”  

Simply put, the Second Amendment—

and your God-given right to defend your 

life and the lives of your loved ones—is on 

the ballot in November. That’s not an over-

statement; that’s the plain and simple truth.

There was plenty of talk about gun 

control at the DNC, and I’ll turn to that 

shortly. Talk, when it comes to politicians, 

can be cheap. But their actions and the 

company they keep speak volumes, and 

in the case of Hillary Clinton and the re-

lentless focus on gun rights throughout 

the week at the DNC, eliminating your 

freedom is clearly priority number one.

And so it seemed more than coinciden-

tal that just as members of the Democratic 

Party were gathering in Philadelphia to 

coronate Hillary Clinton as their presiden-

tial nominee, the Obama administration 

once again released a sweeping gun 

control measure by executive fi at. With 

little fanfare or warning, the U.S. State 

Department’s Directorate of Defense 

Trade Controls (DDTC) issued a “guidance” 

document that sought to turn gunsmiths 

into regulated fi rearm  “manufacturers” for 

purposes of U.S. laws governing the import 

and export of military materials. DDTC’s 

guidelines drag small businesses that 

perform relatively simple work on existing 

fi rearms into a regulatory regime that 

requires thousands of dollars in annual 

registration fees. Gunsmiths who fail to pay 

could be looking at 20 years in prison and/

or a $1 million fi ne. 

And then there was Clinton’s choice 

of a running mate—Tim Kaine, former 

governor of Virginia and current U.S. 

senator from that state. Perennially “F” 

rated by the NRA during his tenure at 

both the state and federal levels, Kaine 

has proudly voted time and again 

against Second Amendment-protected 

freedoms. Clinton herself alluded to this 

when she announced he would be her 

running mate. “[B]ehind that smile, Tim 

also has a backbone of steel,” she told a 

cheering crowd. “Just ask the NRA.”

I don’t know about Kaine’s “back-

bone,” but his anti-gun bona fi des are 

ironclad. As Virginia governor, Kaine 

vetoed a bill that would have protected 

the right of Virginians to keep their 

own guns in their own cars. That same 

session, he also vetoed a bill that would 

have allowed concealed carry permit 

holders to carry concealed handguns 

into restaurants that serve alcohol, pro-

vided they didn’t drink on the premises. 

Both measures later became law without 

any detriment to peace or good order in 

the commonwealth.  

Kaine’s record has been no better in 

the U.S. Senate. Against the NRA’s oppo-

sition, he supported Sonia Sotomayor’s 

appointment to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

And at her fi rst opportunity, she voted 

against the individual right protected 

by the Second Amendment. Kaine also 

voted for bans on private fi rearm sales 

and supported limiting the number of 

rounds a law-abiding person could carry 

in a fi rearm for self-defense.

I could go on, but suffi  ce it to say that 

Kaine is no friend to gun owners. 

Both Clinton and Kaine nevertheless 

voice respect for the Second Amendment, 

just as Barack Obama did before them. 

But even as the national Demo-

cratic Party pushes to destroy the Second 

Amendment, gun control advocates 

obscure their true intentions with carefully 

crafted messages. That’s why they speak 

of “gun violence prevention” rather than 

“gun control.” That’s why they re-cast gun 

restrictions as “closing loopholes” or merely 

“common-sense” approaches to controlling 

violent crime. And that’s why a woman the 

media described as a former Democratic 

delegate and a volunteer organizer for 

Clinton told an investigative journalist 

that Clinton “for sure” would support ban-

ning guns but had to couch that agenda 

in benign phrases. “You say [stuff ] like that 

and people will buy into it,” she explained. 

But make no mistake, if pro-gun 

voters buy into the Clinton/Kaine act 

this November, they might  never get 

another chance to get it right. The next 

president will decide whether we have 

a Supreme Court that does or does not 

believe in the Second Amendment. 

And Hillary Clinton, Tim Kaine and the 

Democratic Party machine have made 

their position unmistakably clear.
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              Chris Cox 
One-on-One With Donald Trump
ELECTION 2016:

T
his year’s race for the White House is like no other in our history. Hillary Clinton 

has made it clear that if elected, she will come after our firearms freedom on her 

very first day in office. So it’s no exaggeration to say that the Second Amend-

ment is on the ballot this November. Recently, I had the opportunity to sit down with 

Donald Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, to discuss our right to keep and 

bear arms and what’s at stake in this election for America’s gun owners.

Chris Cox:  Mr. Trump, I’d like to begin with an issue of 

concern to many gun owners. In your 2000 book, “The America 

We Deserve”, you stated that while you oppose gun control, you 

support the federal ban on semi-automatic firearms—the so-

called “assault weapons” ban—and also support a longer wait-

ing period to purchase a firearm. During this election, however, 

you’ve repeatedly pointed out you oppose gun and magazine 

bans and only support background checks that are instant, 

accurate and fair.  Would you say your position has evolved on 

these issues?

DJT:  Absolutely. Over the past 15 years I’ve learned a great 

deal about how we can protect the good people of this country 

from those who mean to do us harm. Gun control is not the 

answer—protecting the rights of law-abiding citizens is the 

answer. Furthermore, gun bans don’t work. Studies were done 

after the 1994 “assault weapons” ban expired. They clearly 

showed that the ban didn’t protect anyone, didn’t reduce 

crime. It just made it harder for law-abiding citizens to protect 

themselves with the firearm of their choice. Like with all things, 

I believe in what works, and gun bans don’t work.

I have two sons who don’t just believe in the Second 

Amendment, they live it. They hunt, target shoot, shoot com-

petitively and carry firearms for personal protection. They’re 

NRA members and so am I. I also have a concealed-carry per-

mit. Our commitment to the Second Amendment is  

unshakable.

Chris Cox: As you know, the future of our firearms freedom 

hangs in the balance with the passing of Supreme Court Justice 

Antonin Scalia—the author of the Heller decision—which held 

that the Constitution guarantees the individual right to keep 

and bear arms. I have a couple of questions related to the 

Supreme Court, but first, do you agree that the Second Amend-

ment guarantees a fundamental, individual right to own and 

use firearms for lawful purposes? 

DJT: Without question. Unlike Hillary Clinton, I believe the 

Second Amendment protects an individual right and the D.C. 

gun ban overturned in Heller is exactly the kind of law the 

Second Amendment was meant to prohibit. Let me be clear 

about this—Heller wasn’t about a “reasonable restriction” as 

Hillary tries to argue—the D.C. law banned guns in the home. 

As a result, D.C. residents were completely defenseless against 

violent criminals breaking into their homes. Hillary believes 

that the Supreme Court was wrong in the Heller decision, 

which she has said many times. She will appoint judges who 

will effectively abolish the Second Amendment—that’s the 

stake in this election.

Chris Cox: In addition to the Scalia vacancy, many suggest 

the next president could nominate three or even more addi-

tional justices to the Supreme Court. Will the Second Amend-

ment and the Heller decision play a role in who you decide to 

nominate to the Supreme Court? 

DJT: One hundred percent. I will appoint judges who will 

preserve our Second Amendment-protected rights—Hillary 

Clinton will appoint judges who will eliminate them.

Chris Cox: There are a number of laws and regulations 

that gun control groups have been pushing for years. I’d like to 

discuss a few of them to get your views. First, do you support 

so-called “universal” background checks?

DJT: There can never be a so-called “universal” background 

check, because criminals obviously ignore gun laws. That’s 

what makes them criminals. The research shows that they find 

someone with a clean record—a “straw purchaser”—to get a 

gun for them. Or they get a gun from the black market. Or they 

steal it. We also know that background checks haven’t stopped 

the mass shooters we’ve seen. In each case, they either passed 

a federal background check or stole the guns they used. 

Under current law, purchasing a firearm from a dealer 
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requires a background check, whether in a store, at a gun show 

or anywhere else—but some want to take that a step further 

so that even if a firearm is transferred from a father to a son as 

a gift or between lifelong friends on a hunting trip, the federal 

government has to intervene and approve the transfer in 

advance. That burdens law-abiding citizens but doesn’t impact 

criminals. I don’t support that.

Chris Cox: What about gun owner licensing and/or registration?

DJT: I don’t support restricting the constitutional rights of law-

abiding citizens by creating a national government registry. 

One thing that gun control supporters never point out is that 

gun control costs us lives every day. Every time a law-abiding 

citizen has their right to defend themselves taken away, they 

are put at risk. That terrible tragedy in New Jersey—Carol 

Bowne, who was killed in her own driveway while waiting for a 

gun permit—is a tragic example of how gun control costs lives.  

But the American people get it. Poll after poll shows a ma-

jority of Americans continue to be opposed to invasive restric-

tions on their constitutional right to keep and bear arms. They 

believe, as I do, that all of us have the right to defend ourselves 

and that the government should not be in the business of tak-

ing that right away, any more than we would let them regulate 

and restrict any of our other core freedoms out of existence.

Chris Cox: After the recent tragedy in Orlando, Fla., Presi-

dent Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton and their allies tried to 

distract attention away from their failed terrorism policies by 

calling for more gun control. In addition to calling for a new 

ban on semi-automatic rifles and for expanded background 

checks, they pushed for a proposal to ban people on secret 

government lists from purchasing firearms. What’s your posi-

tion on that issue?

DJT: Terrorists should not be able to buy guns, legally or ille-

gally. Period. We must make sure that doesn’t happen, and we 

all agree on that goal. At the same time, we have to protect the 

rights of law-abiding Americans. These are not mutually exclu-

sive ideas—we can do both. Unfortunately, Obama and Hillary 

will do anything to distract attention away from their failure to 

stop the spread of ISIS and defeat terrorism.  They also don’t 

want to talk about the threat, not only of terrorists with guns, 

but terrorists with explosives—like at the Boston marathon 

bombing—and terrorists with trucks—like in Nice, France—or 

terrorists with any other means of attacking our people. They 

want to disarm Americans but continue policies that allow ter-

rorists into our country.

Chris Cox: President Obama has made a habit out of using 

his “phone and pen” to implement gun control through execu-

tive orders, bypassing Congress and the will of the people to 

advance his anti-gun agenda. All presidents have used execu-

tive orders at some level, but none have gone to the lengths 

that Obama has on gun control. Do you have any plans with 

respect to executive orders on guns if you win the election?

DJT: First, I will undo President Obama’s executive orders 

on guns. Second, I will look for ways to restore the Second 

Amendment-protected rights of law-abiding citizens, by undo-

ing restrictions put in place by the Obama administration’s 

federal agencies and pursuing avenues that protect Americans’ 

constitutional rights in ways that make us all safer.

Chris Cox: You came out early in the primaries with a posi-

tion paper on the Second Amendment, including your support 

for Project Exile—enforcing current gun laws against criminals 

with mandatory jail time. Is that something you’ll push for if 

elected president?

DJT: I think the major failure of gun control supporters is the 

constant push for new gun laws instead of focusing our efforts 

on prosecuting violent criminals. Federal prosecutions under 

Obama have plummeted, and all he does is ask for more gun 

control. It makes no sense. Project Exile was a program that 

had great success because it’s simple—if you’re a felon caught 

with a gun or committing another crime with a gun, there’s a 

mandatory sentence of at least five years waiting for you. And 

those cases are prosecuted in federal court. When you see vio-

lent crime exploding in a place like Chicago, it’s ridiculous that 

they aren’t taking those criminals off the streets with the laws 

already in place. I’ll make that a priority in a Trump administra-

tion. My Justice Department will focus on prosecuting violent 

criminals. We will make it happen.

Chris Cox: Is there anything else you want our readers to 

know about this election?

DJT: This election means everything for the future of our 

country. Not just gun rights, but also many other issues. The 

Supreme Court will be shaped for a generation by the next 

president. Our standing in the world will be shaped—at a 

critical and dangerous time—by the next president. And the 

Second Amendment itself hangs in the balance with who we 

elect as the next president. Your freedoms are hanging by a 

fraying thread. Every freedom-loving American must vote, and 

they need to get their friends to vote. We can’t let the freedoms 

secured by those in uniform be surrendered at the ballot box. 

I promise your readers, and all of America’s law-abiding gun 

owners, that when I win the White House with your votes, our 

Second Amendment rights will remain protected and I will do 

all in my power to advance the cause of freedom.

First, I will undo President Obama’s 
executive orders on guns.
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READERS WRITE

“Readers Write” affords members an opportunity to comment on material published in
American Rifl eman. Single-topic letters are preferred and may be edited for brevity. Send letters to: 
Readers Write, NRA Publications, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400 or e-mail us at 
publications@nrahq.org.

Historical Perspective

Ijust received the latest issue 
and was immediately thrilled 
with what I had to read. I was 

pleased to learn of the new Colt 
Commander, but most importantly, 
I enjoyed “Sniping: The Quest For Accuracy” (August 2016, p. 56) by Martin 
Pegler. It was refreshing to see a writer talk about precision shooting from the 
perspective of the cartridge—and an historical perspective, at that. 

Also, I loved Garry James’ short “I Have This Old Gun” piece on the Lee-Speed, 
and I’ve been reading and watching Garry James (“Tales of the Gun”) since high 
school. And, just as many people refer to John Browning as the Leonardo da Vinci 
of fi rearms, I, for one, consider James to be one of the da Vincis of fi rearm history 
(along with National Firearms Museum Curator Doug Wicklund).

I fi rst discovered the Lee-Speed in my favorite hunting memoir: The Man-
Eaters of Tsavo. The author, Lt. Col. John Patterson, DSO, killed two vicious 
lions with this gun—a true testament to the rifl e and the .303 British cartridge. 
Thank you for this issue. Keep up the good work.

MICHAEL G. WILLIAMS, VIA EMAIL

In Praise Of 
The .222 Rem.

I just read Layne Simpson’s article 
“The .222 Remington Story” 
(August 2016, p. 60) about that 

venerable cartridge, and must say that, 
although I am 73 years old, I have 
never seen a better report on it.

My fi rst rifl e was a Remington 700 
ADL in .222 Rem. It was a transition gun that was fi tted with a 722 24" barrel 
from the factory. I scoped it with a Bushnell 2.5-8X and went shooting. The accu-
racy was astounding with 50-gr. Remington softpoints, so I took it varmint hunt-
ing. My fi rst trip yielded 39 groundhogs for 40 shots at ranges out to 300 yds.

I shot the barrel out (about 1,000 rounds), and had it replaced with a Sako 
sporter barrel. Now this RemSak shoots sub-1/4" groups with factory 50-gr. 
hollow points.

Eventually I started reloading and stopped at two loads with Sierra’s 53-gr. 
hollow-point that produced around 2900 f.p.s., and I could no longer read the 
groups with the 8X scope, which was replaced with a Unertl 1¼  " 14X Target.

I went to work for Pete Dickey at Firearms Int’l and had access to Sako rifl es and 
barrels. I had an L46 and L461 in .222 Rem. and scoped them with Unertl 2" 15X 
Ultra-Varminters. The .222 Rem. cartridge became the benchmark for all others I 
have used. So far none have come close to the consistent accuracy of old “triple 2.” 
Thanks for the well-written, enjoyable article. It brought back some great memories.

PETER VALENTINE, VIA EMAIL

Pete Dickey was also technical editor of American Rifl eman from 1977 to 1994.
—THE EDS. 
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HISTORICAL

y the early 19th century, the longarms being offered 
to the discerning civilian shooter had improved beyond 
all recognition compared to those then in military 
service. In Europe and America, the smoothbore flint-
lock musket had remained the preeminent longarm for 

several reasons. Firstly, and most obviously, was that of cost. 
Over many decades they had been issued in colossal numbers, 
and to replace them with more modern types was financially 
prohibitive for most governments. Secondly, while the rifled 
barrel was becoming far more affordable, it was still primarily 
the preserve of the sporting shooter, with little interest being 
shown by the military. After all, linear warfare was still the 
preferred method of fighting, and of what use was an expen-
sive-to-produce rifled arm when speed of loading was still of 
greater importance than accuracy? Besides, actually teaching 
the common soldier to shoot properly would imply that he 
possessed a level of intelligence that was clearly unlikely. The 
regular soldier existed to carry loads, obey orders and, above 
all, not think for himself.

Nevertheless, despite the military’s requirements, 
technology marched inexorably forward, and within 
the commercial gun trade, firearm design and function 
continued to improve. By the late 1820s, percussion, or 
caplock, ignition was being widely adopted. Not only did 

it markedly improve the speed of loading, it no longer cre-
ated a blinding, flinch-inducing flash just in front of the 
shooter’s face. Of greater significance was that, for the first 
time, a caplock longarm could be carried loaded and primed 
almost indefinitely without moisture entering the priming 
pan, which could, and often did, render the main charge 
useless when it was most needed. 

Eventually, these advances could no longer be ignored 
by even the most obdurate ordnance boards, and percus-
sion rifles began to gradually appear in arsenals across 
Europe. However, what was to eventually revolutionize 
warfare was not so much the method of igniting a musket, 
but the bullet that it fired. 

As so often happens, two near-parallel inventions by 
different men, expatriate German Henri-Gustave Delvigne 
(1799-1876) and Frenchman Louis-Etienné de Thouvenin 
(1789-1882), paved the way for the perfection of a new form 
of projectile that was to revolutionize the art of accurate 
shooting. Delvigne invented a system whereby the breech 
plug of the firearm was slightly smaller than the internal 
diameter of the bore, creating a narrow lip. When seated 
(with two or three hard blows), the bullet skirt deformed on 
the lip, causing it to grip the bore of the musket. He later 
improved the process by introducing a hollow-based conical 
bullet (a type already in production in England as a result 
of experimental work by Capt. John Norton and gunmaker 
William Greener) and, in an attempt to prevent undue defor-
mation, Delvigne placed a wooden sabot in its base.

The biggest advancement in precise, aimed fire before the American Civil War  
wasn’t made to the rifle itself—it was made to the bullet. Ever heard of the Minié ball?

BY MARTIN PEGLER

The Enfield Pattern 1851 rifle-musket—as used by the British dur-

ing the Crimean War (l.)—combined rapidity of loading and long-

range accuracy. It was soon followed by the Pattern 1853 (above.)
Rifle courtesy of the  
National Firearms Museum

“Comrades” by Robert Gibb depicts men of the 

Black Watch 42nd (Royal Highland) Regiment 

of Foot during the Crimean War, a war in which 

the British employed the increased range and 

accuracy of the Pattern 1851 rifle-musket.

"Comrades" courtesy of
the Black Watch Museum, blackwatch.co.uk
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AMMUNITION

he .222 Rem. cartridge, designed by Mike Walker of 
Remington, was introduced in 1950 in that company’s 
Model 722 rifle. The gun was only a couple of years 
old at the time, and it would soon be joined by oth-

ers chambering the new cartridge. Sako, which began 
exporting its L46 rifle to the United States in 1949, added 
the .222 shortly after the gun’s introduction. My early 
example in .218 Bee has the thin barrel typical for those 
rifles, but my 1952-vintage .222 has the optional heavy 
barrel for that caliber.

Other rifles of both foreign and domestic manufacture 
followed, and finding an accurate one was not difficult. 
Among those I have shot through the years, Remington’s 
Models 722, 700, 600, 788 and 40X ranked highly in accu-
racy, as did several Sako L46 and L461 rifles.

The Marlin 322 built on the Sako L46 action was quite 
nice, but accuracy was short-lived because of accelerated 

.222 Remington Story Though overshadowed by the .223 Rem., the .222 Rem. is a 
real performer that many shooters know little about—yet, for 
four decades, it held the record for the smallest five-shot group 
fired at a 100-yd. registered benchrest match.

BY LAYNE SIMPSON

The

Photos by author

The author’s 1952-production  

Sako L46, chambered in .222 Rem. 

and topped with a Weaver K12 

scope, is still accurate more than 

six decades after it was made.

Model: CM9093 • 3.0” Barrel • 9 mm 
Shown with optional grip and magazine accessories 

www.kahr.com



For the full story on the Heat Shield™ tip and ELD-X™ bullet, 
go to hornady.com/heat-shield 800.338.3220 | HORNADY.COM

ELD-X
™

EXTREMELY LOW DRAG EXPANDING BULLETS WITH HEAT SHIELD™ TIP

N E V E R  C O M P R O M I S E
A T  A N Y  D I S T A N C E

Conventional polymer tips melt in fl ight! 
Hornady® engineers, using Doppler radar discovered that ALL commonly used 
polymer tips are affected by aerodynamic heating – they melt and deform in 
fl ight leading to both BC and accuracy loss. To counter this effect, Hornady 
identifi ed a heat resistant polymer and developed the Heat Shield™ tip. This tip 
resists aerodynamic heating and creates the PERFECT MEPLAT. Combined with 
its secant ogive profi le, AMP® jacket and optimized boattail, the ELD-X™ 
bullet delivers fl at trajectories, match accuracy and unparalleled lethality 
at ALL practical ranges.

THE FIRST ALL-RANGE HUNTING BULLET - ELD-X.™

Ava i lab le as component bu l le ts o r i n fac tory - loaded Prec i s ion Hunter™ ammun i t ion .

1800 fps 2660 fps

• Revolutionary Heat Shield™ tip forms the 
perfect meplat.

• Doppler radar verifi ed, best-in-class BCs 
over entire trajectory.

• Streamlined secant ogive, AMP® jackets and 
optimum boattail for match-accurate results

• InterLock® ring works to keep the core 
and jacket together.

• Reliable, controlled expansion delivers 
lethality at ALL practical distances.
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Lewis Guns Head To Old Mexico

After the March 9, 1916, attack on Columbus, N.M., 
by Pancho Villa’s followers resulted in the deaths of 
18 Americans, the United States had had enough, 

and the “Punitive Expedition, U.S. Army” was launched to 
end the Mexican bandits’ depredations. Led by then Brig. 
Gen. John J. “Black Jack” Pershing, the U.S. Army was 
able to take its small arms on a shakedown cruise before 
America entered the Great War the following year. In 

addition to the Model of 1903 Springfi eld rifl es and Model 
of 1911 pistols, the U.S. Army also took suppressed sniper 
rifl es, Colt and Maxim belt-fed machine guns, as well as 
the Benet-Mercie Model of 1910 machine rifl e. What most 
folks don’t know is the Army also took 33 Lewis guns for 
cavalry use. For more on the guns used in Mexico, turn to 
Field Editor Bruce N. Canfi eld’s story “1916: Guns On The 
Border” on p. 60.

National Archives photo 
courtesy of Armor Plate Press



THE LEGENDARY REMINGTON MODEL 700. 

With more than 5,000,000 sold to date, the Model 700 

is more than an American icon, it’s the most popular 

bolt-action of all time. Each built on the strongest 

DFWLRQ�HYHU�FRQFHLYHG��WKHUHōV�D�FRQƓ�JXUDWLRQ�IRU�HYHU\�
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HYHU\�GD\��WKDQNV�WR�\RX�

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA BY AMERICAN WORKERS

NEW MODEL 700® AWR

MODEL 700®  SPS

MODEL 700® CDL



The award winning beast-like Mk47 MUTANT was spawned from 
two of the world’s greatest platforms, genetically re-engineered 
for AR15 accuracy and relentless AK47-like reliability with the 
legendary 7.62x39mm caliber. Accepts standard AK magazines 
and drums. Available in eleven well-equipped models.

 

 

 

CMMG’s Mk47 MUTANT
was awarded the 2016

American Rifleman Golden Bullseye Award

Tactical Gun of the Year 

Ħ AKS13 KRINK model shown with optional equipment.

Learn More At:

CMMGinc.com

AR15
7.62x39mm
[bolt face]

Mk47
7.62x39mm
[bolt face]
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NRA Grades Politicians On Guns

The NRA Political 
Victory Fund (NRA-
PVF) is NRA’s politi-

cal action committee. The 
NRA-PVF grades political 
candidates on the issue of 
gun rights—irrespective of 
party affiliation—based on voting records, public statements and their 
responses to an NRA-PVF questionnaire. With the 2016 election loom-
ing, visit nrapvf.org for the latest information and guides to better 
inform your ballot decisions. 

Ruger Extends 2 Million Gun Challenge

As seen in these pages, Ruger has dedicated itself to the political 
fight by its donation of $2 to NRA-ILA from each firearm sold 
between the 2015 and 2016 NRA Annual Meetings and Exhibits. 

The goal was met, and Ruger CEO Mike Fifer has announced the com-
pany will extend the challenge through 
October with the goal of selling 2.5 
million guns and raising $5 million for 
NRA-ILA. ruger.com

Gander Mountain  
Partners With NRA

The National Rifle Association is pleased to 
announce an industry partnership with 
Gander Mountain. Customers at Gander 

Mountain stores and online shoppers may pur-
chase a discounted membership and, in addition 
to their NRA member benefits, in-store sign-ups 
will receive a $10 Gander Mountain gift card. 
gandermountain.com

Crimson Trace Corp., an indus-
try leader in laser sighting 
systems and tactical light-

ing, is set to become part of Smith & Wesson 
Holding Corp., a publically traded company. 
This move, based on an approximately $95 
million purchase, will expand the firearms 
manufacturer into its fourth division, Electro 
Optics. smith-wesson.com

S&W Acquires Crimson Trace



BarnesBullets.com

1-800-574-9200

 Available in 5.56mm 52-grain OTFB and 300 AAC Blackout 90-grain OTFB loads.

BARNES RANGE AR AMMUNITION.
It’s Fast. It’s Flat. It’s Accurate. Perfected for 

the competitive AR shooter, these zinc-core 
bullets are made to shatter range records, not 

steel targets. Priced affordably while maintaining 
our legendary standards for precision.



NRA Member Special Offer!

FLYING OFF THE SHELVES AT LOW PRICES

 Vault Verifi cation: UAMRFCK1016   •  Off er Expires: 10/28/16
1.800.822.4653

Price subject to change    •     Availability not guaranteed    •     No dealers please

Check /
Money Order

*Spot Price- the daily quoted market price of precious metals in bullion form. Spot price determined solely by Universal Coin & Bullion® at time of transaction. 
 Please read important customer disclosures on our website or that accompany products purchased, including arbitration agreement.  Coin images are not to scale.  Silver Basis: $19.83

FREE
SHIPPING

Select Orders Over $99
(Up to 25 coins)

Composition:  99.99% pure silver

Mintage: Limited to 1 million coins

Artist:  DC Comics/Warner Bros

Weight:  1 oz (31.11 g)

Face Value:  5 dollars (CAD)

Edge:  Serrated

The reverse image features Super-

man’s iconic S-Shield. The obverse 

features the effi  gy of Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II by Susanna Blunt.

                   Security features such as the precision

                   radial line pattern and the micro-engraved 

textured maple leaf mint mark all combine

to off er peace of mind to the secure investor.

+ + + + +

+ + + + +

ASK ABOUT A

GOLD & SILVER IRA

Shop
      Online  The Exclusive Precious Metals & Rare Coin Expert of NRA Publications

Follow Dr. Mike Fuljenz

Beaumont, TX

TM/MC & © DC Comics. (s16).

500
Coin Monster Box

Call For Availability
& Pricing!

SILVER UP
47%1/01/16 - 8/01/16

IRA
APPROVED

2016 Canada 1oz Silver $5 SUPERMANTM BU

As low as

$300
Over Spot
Price*
each

                       check /wire price 

limit 25 (coin tube) per household

THE MAN OF STEEL.  

THE POWER OF SILVER.

TM

 PROUD SPONSOR:

Eddie Eagle GunSafe® Program

��+
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The Micro 9™ family puts 

9mm power and Kimber 

dependability in a classic, 

compact package.

Micro 9™ Stainless 

Rosewood grips; satin silver fi nish 

W H A T  A L L  G U N S  S H O U L D  B E
T M

©2016, Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and specifications are for reference only and subject to change without notice.

M A DE  I N  A MER IC A

(888) 243-4522

kimberamerica.com

KIMBER MICRO
light. compact. powerful. available in .380 acp and now 9mm.

The 2016 Micro 9™ Family

Micro 9™ Crimson Carry

With Crimson Trace Laser Grips

Micro 9™ Two-Tone

Rosewood grips; matte black slide 

For a look at our many Micro pistols, 

please visit www.kimberamerica.com
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Aaron Lewis Is NRA Country 
His brand new album “Sinner” blasts through today’s 

Country music doldrums like a shot of 100-proof whiskey, with 
the singer making zero compromises with either himself or 
the restrictions of a format that seems to have abandoned its 
rougher tendencies in favor of pop and ‘70s rock inclinations 
largely lacking in grit. Lewis, who fronted the wildly success-
ful rock group Staind, has sales of 13 million albums world-
wide and four consecutive top-three debuts on Billboard’s Top 
200, including the single “It’s Been Awhile,” which remains 
the most-played rock song of the decade. He recently had 
some time to catch up with NRA Country’s Vanessa Shahidi. 

NRAC: “We know you’ve been hard at work in the studio 
on new album ‘Sinner’ and we love the lead single ‘That 
Ain’t Country,’ tell us what else your fans can expect on 
this new project?”

AL: “I think the fans can expect another record reminis-
cent of the country of yesteryear. Willie Nelson is on the 
record. Vince Gill is singing the harmonies on ‘That Ain’t 
Country’. Alison Krauss is all over the record! I’m pretty 
excited about it.”

NRAC: “Tell us about your favorite hunt or outdoor 
memory of 2016 so far?”

AL: “I chased and fi nally killed (after a sordid story of 
nerves, misses and crazy schedules) a whitetail that scores 
somewhere around 210 inches and was 23 points.“

NRAC: “What is your favorite personal fi rearm?”

AL:  “My Benelli M2 Field 20 ga.”

Visit aaronlewismusic.com for the latest news and 
tour dates.

For more information, visit nracountry.com, follow on 
Twitter @NRACountry, and NRA_Country on Instagram 
and Snapchat. 
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Take your clays or upland adventures to a distinct new level with the striking looks and unwavering 

reliability of the Viper G2 Bronze. Brilliantly designed and rigorously tested for functionality with 

virtually any load, this newest member of the growing Viper G2 family of semi-autos is available 

in 12, 20 and 28 gauge—each appropriately scaled for optimum balance. 

FEATURES:

— Durable Cerakote finish

— High Grade Select Turkish 
Walnut with cut checkering 
and high-gloss finish. 

— Includes 3 Choke Tubes 
(IC, M & F), choke box 
and wrench 

— 5 Year Warranty

BRONZE BEAUTY OUTSIDE.

VIPER INSIDE.

Viper G2 Bronze

TRISTARARMS.COM1816 Linn Street, North Kansas City, MO  64116  •  816.421.1400
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Cutting Big-Bore AR Recoil

Bryce Towsley’s recent article concerning big-bore
AR cartridges (July 2016, p. 62) compelled me to
tinker a bit more with my own, a 450 Bushmaster

Carbine. I had previously changed-out the factory furniture
and added a few accessories to make the rifl e a bit more 

southpaw friendly, but nothing had been done yet to tame
this Thumper’s heavy recoil—which seemed like a fun and
appropriate project for this gun.

Now, .450 Bushmaster recoil is by no means punishing, but
it is relatively stout compared to a .223 Rem.-chambered AR. 

The 450 Bushmaster Carbine (above, top) in its 

factory form, is a semi-automatic AR design that 

uses a large .45-cal. bullet and produces recoil 

unlike that of the standard .223 Rem. Taming that 

recoil is what the author set out to accomplish 

(above, bottom) by simply replacing a few parts. 





[Advertorial]

“Embrace your Pioneer spirit with the 
Pioneer family of side-by-sides from Honda.”

Kim Rhode Prevails

Honda salutes the pioneering achieve-
ments of clays-shooting legend Kim 
Rhode, a fi xture on the Olympic scene 

for two decades. Mirroring the Honda 1000’s 
never-say-die dependability is Rhode’s record-
setting string of six straight berths on the U.S. 
team, medaling each and every time. 

Fittingly, she’s a fan of the Calamity Jane 
quote, “I fi gure if a girl wants to be a legend, 
she should go ahead and be one.” Four years 
after winning her fi rst World Championship 
at age 13, the California native began writing 
Olympic history, winning the double-trap gold 
in 1996 in Atlanta, a feat bookended this year 
in Rio with a bronze medal. 

At the London 2012 Games, not even the 
theft of Rhode’s prized  shotgun or a breast can-
cer scare could stop her from winning Olympic 
gold. That year she posted an Olympic and 
World Record qualifying score in skeet, as well 
as fi nishing ninth in trap shooting—making 
her the fi rst ever to compete at the Olympics in 
all three shotgun disciplines. Rhode is still the 
youngest female gold medalist in the history 
of her sport.

Even so, Rhode says, “It’s not necessarily 
the medals you cherish, but the journey that 
goes into it and overcoming those obstacles. 
Winning is what makes it that much sweeter. 
The harder the obstacle to overcome, the 
sweeter the victory. It’s what makes each 
Olympian come back again and again.” Part of 
that journey comes off the range as she often 
devotes her time to promote the sport she 
loves to anyone whowill listen.

Honda’s Pioneer 1000 also turns heads with 
performances that never quit no matter how 
diffi cult the journey. The trail-blazing side-by-
side ensures that outdoorsmen conquer the 
forbidding obstacles that form the boundary 
between participation and accomplishment. 

—JOHN PARKER, MANAGING EDITOR, 
SHOOTING SPORTS USA
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A time-honored method of dampening recoil is 
to simply add weight, but as this 16" carbine was 
always intended to be lightweight and handy, I 
made it a point from the outset to cut the recoil 
without adding undue extra weight. And while the 
host gun for this project is a big-bore, the basic 
principles behind these modifi cations should apply to 
any AR-15.

Starting from the front of the gun, I fi rst 
replaced the fl ash hider with a more effi cacious 
muzzle brake. There aren’t tons of big-bore muzzle 
device options on the market today, but Grizzly 
Gunworks (grizzlygunworks.com) offers several 
quality models in either thread-on or clamp-on 
confi gurations. Available in 7075 aluminum and 
416 stainless steel, I selected a threaded, alumi-
num Defcon 1 brake (MSRP $200) for this project 
that weighed a scant 2.8 ozs.—only 0.4 ozs. more 
than the factory device. Lateral blast was, naturally, 
increased, but rearward push and muzzle rise were 
noticeably mitigated.

Next, I swapped out the factory buffer for a 
hydraulic replacement; I chose Kynshot’s RB5005 Marksman Recoil Buffer 
(kynshot.com). Typical buffers use internal weights to slow the speed of the recoil-
ing bolt carrier group, but hydraulic designs incorporate a piston that absorbs some 
of the energy before it can be transferred into the shooter’s shoulder. Built from 
corrosion-resistant 17-4 stainless steel, the RB5005 (MSRP $140) is designed for use 
with collapsible-stocked AR-10s, but is equally compatible with big-bore AR-15s. 
Installation was no different than with a standard buffer, and at 4.8 ozs., the 
hydraulic upgrade added only 1.8 ozs. to the weight of the rifl e. Kynshot guarantees 
its product for 10 years or 1 million rounds. 

Finally, I replaced the aftermarket buttstock that I had previously installed 
on the rifl e with a recoil-reducing replacement: the FAB Defense GL Shock 
(fab-defense.com). An internal chrome-silicon alloy spring absorbs a portion 
of the recoil before it reaches the operator. This collapsible buttstock also fea-
tures two small watertight storage compartments and can be mounted to both 
mil-spec and commercial buffer tubes. The GL Shock (MSRP $110) weighs in at 
10.6 ozs., only 0.9 ozs. more than the stock it replaced.

Each of these products individually is capable of producing a tangible impact on 
felt recoil—operating synergistically, the recoil reduction was substantial. The 
.450 Bushmaster’s recoil is often equated to that of a 20-ga. shotgun fi ring a target 
load, and prior to the modifi cations, I found that to be a pretty apt comparison.

With the above equipment installed, I would now characterize the recoil as 
being quite comparable to .30-30 Win. through an old lever-action—an impres-
sive feat given how much more energy the .450 Bushmaster generates. Making 
this all the more satisfying is the fact that it was accomplished while adding 
less than 4 ozs. to the existing overall weight of the rifl e.

Most shooters who press their big-bore ARs into practical use do so within 
the realm of hunting, and it is here that the value of these alterations really 
shines through. The ability to keep the gun’s sights on-target during fi ring 
was greatly improved, allowing follow-up shots to be made much more quickly. 
Reliability was not negatively impacted; the rifl e ran 100 percent prior to these 
installs, and has run 100 percent since them.

Big-bore cartridges bring a lot more potency to the AR platform, but at the 
cost of controllability. However, with the right accessories and parts upgrades, 
we can take much of it back. 

 —KELLY YOUNG, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

GRIZZLY GUNWORKS

DEFCON 1

KYNSHOT RB5005
MARKSMAN RECOIL BUFFER

FAB DEFENSE

GL SHOCK



pioneer.honda.com PIONEER IS ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES (SIDE-BY-SIDES) CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE RESPONSIBLE. 
ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE NETS AND DOORS CLOSED. AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS AND BE CAREFUL 
ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH THE SAFETY VIDEO “MULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES: A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATION” AND READ THE OWNER’S MANUAL BEFORE OPERATING 
THE VEHICLE. NEVER DRIVE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, ON PUBLIC ROADS OR WITH MORE THAN ONE RIDER PER AVAILABLE SEAT. DRIVER AND PASSENGER(S) MUST BE TALL ENOUGH 
FOR SEAT BELT TO FIT PROPERLY AND TO BRACE THEMSELVES WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON THE FLOOR. PASSENGER(S) MUST BE ABLE TO GRASP THE HAND HOLD WITH THE SEAT BELT ON AND BOTH 
FEET ON THE FLOOR. RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT WHEN DRIVING. 600 lbs. max bed capacity for California models. Pioneer™ is a trademark of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. ©2016 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. (6/16)

THE PIONEER 1000. IT’S REAL. IT’S BIG. IT’S HERE.

This is the side-by-side you’ve been searching for. A best-in-class 999cc engine. An industry-fi rst 

6-speed fully automatic Dual-Clutch Transmission. And well over one full foot of ground clearance. 

It gives you legendary performance, for the most legendary off-road adventures.
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Stevens S1200 Semi-Automatic Shotgun

The Stevens S1200 is an inertia-driven 12-ga. shotgun with a rotating bolt and 3" chamber. 
Options include either a 26" or 28" barrel and stock options that feature black synthetic, walnut 
or two variations of Mossy Oak camoufl age. Pricing starts at $573. Contact: Savage Arms;

(800) 370-0708; savagearms.com.

Chig’s Grips

Chig’s Grips offers handmade stock panels for a variety 
of Ruger handgun models at affordable prices. Available 
in a plethora of different woods and acrylic, stocks 

are made to accommodate single-action revolvers (Vaquero, 
Single-Six, Blackhawk), double-action revolvers (SP101, 
GP100, Super Redhawk) and semi-automatic (SR1911) models. Price: $20-$60 (varies 
by model and material). Contact: Chig’s Grips; (573) 286-2352; chigsgrips.com.

Chaos Inc. AK Apollo 11380 Fore-end

Compatible with most of the many variants of the AK-pattern rifl e, the 
Chaos AK Apollo 11380 is a lightweight fore-end made from 6061 alumi-
num alloy. Hard anodized with a non-refl ective fi nish, the AK Apollo offers 

9" of Picatinny rail along its top surface and KeyMod rail-attachment slots at the 
3-, 6- and 9-o’clock positions. Price: $190. Contact: Chaos Inc.; (812) 250-4919; 
chaosus.com.

• Less Than 1” Wide
• Striker-fi red Operating System
• Short Trigger Pull and Reset
• Ambidextrous Magazine Release
• Stainless Steel Chassis
• Bright Orange Front Sight 

• Rated for +P Ammunition 
• Snag-Free Sights 
• Ambidextrous Slide Catch
• Custom Texture Grip 
• Interchangeable Back Straps
• 2 Magazines Included 

More features than any other sub-compact pistol.
100% made in the USA and assembled by Veterans.

honor defense



®

Specially formulated 

clean-burning propellant

 Total Synthetic Jacket (TSJ™) 

polymer coating eliminates lead 

and copper fouling

Lead bullet core 

drastically reduces splashback 

on steel targets

Reduces friction for 14 percent cooler 

shooting and longer barrel life

 Reloadable Federal® 

brass case

Catalyst™ high-performance 

lead-free primer

A SMOOTHER 
WAY TO SHOOT

The exclusive polymer coating in 

all-new American Eagle® Syntech™ 

prevents harsh metal-on-metal 

contact between the bullet and barrel, 

eliminating copper and lead fouling. 

Combined with clean-burning powders 

and the Catalyst lead-free primer, 

Syntech loads keep your gun cleaner, 

longer, so you can shoot more—and 

shoot better. Available in 9mm, 

40 S&W and 45 Auto.

For more information, visit federalpremium.com.

™
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Celestron Elements 
Thermotorch 10

A fl ashlight that does 
more than just 
provide light, 

the Thermotorch 10 
utilizes a 10,000 
mAh lithium 
rechargeable battery 
to power the fi ve-watt Cree XLAMP 
LED. Three light settings start at 60 
lumens for low, 100 lumens for medium 
and its high setting blasts out 300 
lumens for up to eight hours. The light 
doubles as an electronic hand warmer 
and triples as a charging station for 
other devices. Under the rear cap are 
two USB charging ports and a series of 
lights for monitoring charge capacity. 
A nylon sheath is included, and overall 
weight of the unit is 17 ozs. Price: $70. 
Contact: Celestron; celestron.com.

RangeMaxx 
3-Gun Case

Designed to 
simultaneously 
transport the 

modern sporting rifl e, 
shotgun and handgun 
that a 3-Gun com-
petitor needs for an 
event, the RangeMaxx 
3-Gun Competition 
Gun Case can accom-
modate a wide variety 
of fi rearms and sport-
ing applications. The 
case features a divided 
main compartment 
for two long guns and 
three exterior pockets 
for handguns or other 
small items. Price: $80. 
Contact: Bass Pro Shops; 
basspro.com.

©2015 BROWNING AMMUNITION

B X R  D E E R

Rapid Expansion. Rapid Recovery.

BROWNINGAMMO.COM

� YES! Send me MAN AT ARMS, THE NRA JOUR-
NAL FOR THE AMERICAN ARMS COLLECTOR.
One-year subscription (6 issues) for only $32.00 in U.S.A.,
Possessions and Canada (foreign orders add $10.00 postage).
Attn: First-time subscribers only — order now and
get a free bonus issue when you mention this ad!

Call 1-800-999-4697 or (401) 597-5055
Or mail to: Man at Arms/NRA Pub., 54 E. School St., Woonsocket, RI 02895

Name

Address

City State Zip

� Payment Enclosed (Make check or Money Order payable to Man at Arms)

Charge my: � VISA � MasterCard � Amer. Express

Credit Card Number Exp. Date

GUN
COLLECTORS
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Inforce WML White

The Inforce WML White is a 200-lumen gun-mounted light that attaches 
quickly to any MIL-STD 1913 Picatinny rail segment. This lightweight, 
compact unit weighs only 3 ozs., measures 4.1" long, and offers easy acti-

vation with constant-on, momentary-on and strobe modes. Available in black 
and fl at dark earth. Price: $150. Contact: Emissive Energy Corp.;
(401) 294-2030; inforce-mil.com.

Hydrapak Seeker Ultralight Collapsible Water Container

Weighing only 1.7 ozs. and collapsing to fi t into its own included palm-size stuff sack, 
the Hydrapak Seeker fl exible water container features radio-frequency-welded ther-
moplastic polyurethane and comes with a no-leak guarantee. The 10"x5.3" container 

can be frozen or fi lled with warm water, and its 42 mm cap is compatible with similar-size 
water fi lters. Top and side fabric loops allow for attachment to a pack or for hanging the unit 
from a tree. Price: $18. Contact: Hydrapak; hydrapak.com.

Hornady Hot Tub Sonic Cleaner

The Hornady Hot Tub is a 9-liter sonic cleaner that, when combined with One 
Shot Sonic Clean solution, removes carbon residue and other debris from 
both internal and external surfaces, and can accommodate items as large as 

a 16" AR-15 upper receiver. Available in both 110- and 220-volt confi gurations. 
Price: $625. Contact: Hornady Mfg. Co.; (308) 382-1390; hornady.com.

One look at the large diameter polymer tip and you’ll 

see the difference. Deer Season XP by Winchester 

Ammunition is not a marketing gimmick. The big-

ger tip delivers bigger impact with rapid expan-

sion, huge wound channels and short blood trails. 

Manufactured specifi cally for terminal performance 

on whitetails, blacktails and mule deer, Deer Season 

XP was engineered to drop deer where they stand. 

Deer Season XP is the latest innovation in our 150 

year history and another reason we’re known as 

Winchester, The American Legend.

Celebrating 150 years of 

legendary excellence

©2016 Olin Corporation

when you purchase Winchester Deer Season XP
®
 

Centerfi re Rifl e Ammunition. For more information 

visit winchester.com.



An elite rifl e and carbine 

silencer, it fast-attaches to 

an array of host fi rearms 

within seconds. Secured by 

the 90 Tooth Ratchet Taper 

Mounting system, its Inconel 

baffl e core and fortifi ed blast 

baffl e deliver exceptional 

signature reduction. See it at 

Advanced-Armament.com.

Fully-welded, 718 Inconel baffl e
core minimizes  back pressure 
and heat degradation. 

Re-designed blast baffl e features 
2x the impact-absorbing 
thickness and strength.

Fast-attach 90 Tooth Ratchet 
Taper allows secure installation 
and removal in 2 seconds.

TWO SECONDS

 TO ATTACH.
 TWO DECADES OF RADICAL 

SCIENCE AT

ITS CORE.
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SOG Prophet 33 Pack 

Tactically oriented but multi-use, the Prophet 33 is a capable and rugged 
pack built from Kodra 5000 nylon by SOG. Padded shoulder straps and hip 
belt allow for a traditional and comfortable carry, and are quickly stowable 

to create a duffl e with carry handles. Hydration and MOLLE compatible features 
along with generous pockets throughout contribute to its utility. The 33-liter 
Prophet is available in two colors, black and gray. Price: $230.
Contact: SOG Specialty Knives & Tools, LLC; sogknives.com.

Wheeler Professional Digital Trigger Gauge

For gun tinkerers, a trigger pull gauge is a valuable tool. Wheeler Engineering has a digital 
gauge that is folding, compact and comes in a foam-lined case. The gauge tests trigger 
weights from 0 to 12 lbs. and has a 0.5 percent accuracy rating. The digital readout displays 

three modes: minimum and maximum, average and live readings. Price: $80. Contact: Battenfeld 
Technologies, Inc.; (573) 445-9200; wheelerengineering.com. 

Benchmaster Pistol Rack

Perfect for freeing up the clutter in any gun safe or cabinet, the Eight Gun Vertical 
Pistol Rack from Benchmaster effi ciently organizes eight pistols and is designed to 
accept pistols of any chambering. The unit presents pistols muzzle down in a vertical 

position, with slots below to accommodate additional magazines. Price: $62. 
Contact: Altus Brands, LLC; (800) 891-3660; benchmasterusa.com. 

�
AMERICAN 

MADE COLT.COM     800.962.COLT             FACEBOOK.COM/COLTFIREARMS             @COLTFIREARMS

COLT SUPPORTS MILITARY FAMILIES BY DONATING PART OF 
EACH COMMERCIAL FIREARM SALE TO FOLDS OF HONOR.

BUILT ONE AT A TIME, PROVEN EVERY ROUND™

��
AMERICAN 

MADE COLT.COM     800.962.COLT             FACEBOOK.COM/COLTFIREARMS             @COLTFIREARMS

COLT SUPPORTS MILITARY FAMILIES BY DONATING PART OF
EACH COMMERCIAL FIREARM SALE TO FOLDS OF HONOR.

Our newly redesigned Defender® is everything you love about our traditional 
1911 style pistol, in an even more comfortable package with our new front carry 
cut. Ergonomic, controllable, concealable. Available only at Colt Stocking Dealers.



Join Ruger and help us raise $5,000,000 for the NRA.

RUGER.COM/2MILLION

060116© 2016  Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.

 Due to the overwhelming enthusiasm and support surrounding the 2 Million Gun 

 Challenge, we have decided to extend the challenge period through the end of the 

year! Every new Ruger® fi rearm sold will continue to be matched with a $2 donation by Ruger to the NRA Institute for Legislative 

Action (NRA-ILA), and all of your independent donations will continue to be added to the total challenge donation amount.

IN SPONSORSHIP OF THE 

JOIN US
IN OUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE NRA-ILA.
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Where Can I Get  . . . ?

A failure to fi re can occur at any time and for myriad reasons. And, depending on the rifl e, having 
the right tool for the job can quickly rectify such a stoppage. U.S. Tool and Design’s Manual Bolt 
Extraction Device can be tapped with a hammer to apply leverage and force against the bolt car-

rier group of an AR-15-style rifl e, easily freeing a seized bolt. Price: $35. Contact: U.S. Tool and Design; 
ustoolanddesign.com. 

Where Can I Get  . . . ?

The one-piece, solid, brass, roller-bearing greasing tool from BMG Repair is an answer 
for those looking to properly maintain the M14/M1A action and, more specifi -
cally, the roller bearing attached to the bolt’s right locking lug. After removing the 

bolt from the action, fi ll the cupped area of the knurled brass tool with manufacturer-
suggested lubricant and then simply press the bolt’s roller bearing into the grease-fi lled 
recess. Price: $15. Contact: Big Mike’s Armory & Repair; (260) 417-2885; bmgrepair.com.

SecureIt Tactical Fast Box Model 47 

A heavy-duty gun safe small enough to be secreted under a bed or inside a 
closet, the SecureIt Tactical Fast Box Model 47 can accommodate fi rearms 
up to 46½" in length. Quick access to the fi rearm can be made via either a 

programmable combination or a key, and a vertical kit is offered that allows two 
long guns to be stored upright. Price: $299 ($48 for vertical kit). Contact: SecureIt 
Tactical; (800) 651-8835; secureittactical.com.

INNOVATION THAT GOES 
BEYOND INVENTION

THE MEPROLIGHT FT BULLSEYE – A REVOLUTIONARY, LOW 

PROFILE, OPTICAL PISTOL SIGHT FEATURING A BULLSEYE RETICLE 

AND OPERATES IN DAY AND NIGHT CONDITIONS.

themakogroup.com/meprolight



 You can send your child to visit 
Ronald Reagan’s California ranch 
to learn about the 20th Century’s 
greatest president. What better way 
to celebrate freedom than by walking 
in President Reagan’s footsteps 
and learning about the ideas he 
championed?
 At a Young America’s Foundation 
High School Conference at the 
Reagan Ranch, the student in your 

life will expand his or her knowledge 
of economics, American history, 
personal responsibility, and President 
Reagan’s lasting accomplishments 
through a series of innovative 
lectures, discussions, and briefi ngs.
 For dates and information, and to 
register a student for this invaluable, 
historical experience, please contact 
Young America’s Foundation’s 
conference director at 800-USA-1776.

4HE�2EAGAN�2ANCH�#ENTER��s������3TATE�3TREET��s��3ANTA�"ARBARA��#ALIFORNIA��������s�����53!����
.ATIONAL�(EADQUARTERS��s��������#OMMERCE�0ARK�$RIVE��3IXTH�&LOOR��s��2ESTON��6IRGINIA��������s�����53!����

For information and to apply for this and other conferences, please visit YAF.org or contact 

Conference Director Jolie Ballantyne at 800-USA-1776 or jballantyne@yaf.org

——  Use off er code NRA16 to save 15%  ——

www.yaf.org
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The California-Friendly Creedmoor

A recent “Latest Loads” column featured the 
6.5 mm Creedmoor cartridge capped with Hornady’s new 
143-gr. ELD-X bullet; however, the lead-core projectile 

cannot be used in California’s condor zone, ecological reserves 
and wildlife areas. Moreover, some hunters prefer to use lead-
less bullets due to their high-retained weights, which increases 
penetration depths. Whatever the reason, the recipe below is 
for you. Featuring the streamlined, all-copper Barnes 127-gr. 
Long-Range X Bullet (LRX), when propelled to 2705 f.p.s., the 
projectile—which has a ballistic coeffi cient 
(BC) of .468—drops 4.4", 18.9", and 42.2" 
at 300, 400, and 500 yds., respec-
tively—when zeroed at 250 yds. The 
corresponding comeups in m.o.a. 
are 1.4, 4.5, and 8.1. And, with 
nearly 1,000 ft.-lbs. of energy 
still available at 500 yds., this 
“eco-friendly” load is bad news 
for all but the largest non-
dangerous, big-game species. 

—AARON CARTER, FIELD EDITOR 

6.5 MM CREEDMOOR

BULLET: BARNES 127-GR. LRX
PROPELLANT/CHARGE: ACCURATE 

2700/41.7 GRS.
PRIMER: FEDERAL GM210M
CASE: HORNADY

CASE TRIM-TO LENGTH: 1.920"
CARTRIDGE OVERALL LENGTH: 2.720"
VELOCITY @ 10' (F.P.S.): 2705
ENERGY (FT.-LBS.): 2,063
ACCURACY: 1.07"
USES: BIG-GAME HUNTING (DEER, ELK, FERAL 

HOGS, BLACK BEAR, CARIBOU, ETC.)
NOTES: 24"-BARRELED WEATHERBY 

VANGUARD SYNTHETIC TOPPED WITH A 
LEUPOLD 3-9X 40 MM VX-2 RIFLE-
SCOPE.  *AVERAGE OF FIVE CONSECUTIVE, 
FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 100 YDS.

WARNING: Technical data and information 
contained herein are intended to provide 
information based upon the limited experience 
of individuals under specifi c conditions and 
circumstances. They do not detail the com-
prehensive training, procedures, techniques 
and safety precautions that are absolutely 
necessary to properly carry on similar activity. 
READ THE NOTICE AND DISCLAIMER ON 
THE CONTENTS PAGE OF THIS MAGAZINE. 
ALWAYS CONSULT COMPREHENSIVE REFER-
ENCE MANUALS AND BULLETINS OF PROPER 
TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, PROCEDURES, 
TECHNIQUES AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS BE-
FORE ATTEMPTING ANY SIMILAR ACTIVITIES.
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R
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Citizens of this great nation are more than justifi ed in 
their pride for a country that so vigorously fought for its 
independence, and to this day still fi ercely defends its 
treasured American way of life.  Now, you can honor the 
legacy of this proud land and the freedoms won, with our 
new custom jewelry design—the “Don’t Tread on Me” 
Men’s Pendant.

HANDCRAFTED IN AN EXCLUSIVE DESIGN

Crafted of durable solid stainless steel, our shield-shaped 
pendant features a striking sculptural image inspired 
by the famous rattlesnake on the Gadsden Flag, which 
was created during the Revolutionary War by American 
General and statesman Christopher Gadsden. The snakes 
threatening look along with the words “DON’T TREAD ON 
ME” stand out in raised relief against an image of Old 
Glory. The combination of the shield shape, a symbol 
of protection, and the bold and burnished symbols of 
our fi ercely won independence make this a magnifi cent 
statement piece of patriotic pride. Adding to the meaning 
and value, the pendant is fi nely engraved on the reverse 
side with “GOD BLESS AMERICA,” and the look is 
completed with a matching 24" stainless steel open 
linked chain. 

AN EXCEPTIONAL VALUE... 

AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME

This sharp looking pendant is a remarkable value at 
$89, payable in 4 easy installments of just $22.25* 
and backed by our unconditional 120-day guarantee. 
It arrives in a velvet jewelry pouch and gift box along 
with a Certifi cate of Authenticity. To reserve yours, send 
no money now, just mail the Priority Reservation. This 
is an exclusive Bradford Exchange design—you won’t 
fi nd it in stores. So don’t miss out—order yours today! 

Crafted in Gleaming, 
Tough-as-an-American, Stainless Steel

��

Dramatically Detailed with
Proud Patriotic Images and Words 

of Historical Importance
��

Finely Engraved on 
the Reverse Side with: 

“GOD BLESS 
AMERICA” 

Actual size

A Custom-Crafted Jewelry Exclusive
from The Bradford Exchange

“Don’t Tread On Me”
Men’s Pendant

www.bradfordexchange.com/19636

Arrives in a 
jewelry pouch 
and custom 
box with a 

Certifi cate of 
Authenticity

©2016 The Bradford Exchange  01-19636-001-BIBR

*Plus $9.98 shipping and service.    Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of your jewelry after 
we receive your initial deposit.  Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

 01-19636-001-E24802

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 
60714-1393

PRIORITY RESERVATION                            SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.  Please reserve the “Don’t Tread On Me” Men’s 

Pendant for me as described in this announcement.

Please Respond Promptly



FAVORITE FIREARMS

Nearly every shooter has a favorite fi rearm. If you would like to share the experience of owning yours 
with other American Rifl eman readers, or on americanrifl eman.org, send a sharp color photograph of the 
gun, accompanied by its story in fewer than 400 words, with your name, address and daytime telephone 
number to: Favorite Firearms, American Rifl eman, National Rifl e Association, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fair-
fax, VA 22030-9400. Photos and submissions cannot be returned and may be edited for clarity and brevity.  

As a young boy, I attended the 
high power matches at the Blue 
Ridge Rifl e Range in Connecticut 

with my father. The gun club my dad 
belonged to participated in the event, 
and it was always exciting for me. At 
the end of the day, we would head off 
to a nearby fi eld where the club mem-
bers practiced hitting hand-thrown 
clays. I enjoyed my fi rst experience 
shooting clay birds in that fi eld. 
Nothing compares to the feeling of 
bursting that bird into a million pieces 
when you nail that shot!

My father appreciated my innate 
ability for breaking clays, and for 
my 16th birthday he presented me 
with my fi rst shotgun. It was a High 
Standard Flite King in 20 gauge. I was 

in love. About four years later, one of 
the club members made me an offer 
to purchase the gun, as he wanted 
to start training his young son how 
to shoot clays and thought it would 
be the perfect starter gun. By then I 
was looking to buy a 12 gauge, and 
that sale defi nitely helped pay for a 
new gun. Now fast-forward to my 40th 
birthday, when my father surprised 
me with a Remington 870, and my 
love for sporting clays was renewed. 
In addition, a rekindled bond between 
my father and I blossomed as we again 

began shooting clays together as often 
as we could.

A few years back, the gentleman who 
bought my fi rst gun all that time ago 
asked if I would like to have it back. I 
couldn’t even believe the offer. I had 
fondly thought of that 20 gauge over the 
years, and had always been sorry that I 
ever sold it. Now I have it back in my col-
lection, and it is once again my favorite 
fi rearm. Over the years I have purchased 
many shotguns, but I will always get a 
kick out of shooting “my fi rst love.”

FREDERICK WAHLERT, VIRGINIA

Reunited With A First Love
NRA member photo

not easily

rATtLEd.

xpr
™ rifle

 
when that trophy buck slips into view, discover the

 
confidence that comes from THE reliability AND

 
accuracy OF THE XPR.™ Make sure you xprience Performance

 
on your next hunt.

winchestErguNS.com

winchester is a registered

trademark of olin corporation

scope mounts

and rings

not included.



See our entire line of 
high performance custom rifles and pistols at…

That's why discriminating shooters whose jobs, professional success or personal safety depend on super accurate, super
dependable firearms are willing to stake their lives and their livelihoods on Les Baer Custom 1911 pistols. 
From cops, tactical operators and military special ops guys to firearms trainers and serious competitors, they know that Les
Baer 1911s have been delivering superior performance and unquestioned reliability for more than a quarter-century. More
than thirty custom 1911 models are available, all combining traditional 1911 toughness with Les Baer's trademark 
craftsmanship and attention to detail. 
Models include:

www.lesbaer.com
Office Hours: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Central Time

Les Baer 1911 
Premier II©

The flagship of our entire
1911 line.

Les Baer 1911 
Boss .45

Built for high performance
and lots of muscle

Les Baer 1911 
Ultimate Master
Available in 5" or 6"

New! Les Baer 
.38 Super Stinger
Compact size, high 

performance caliber

Also available: Les Baer AR-Style Semi-Auto Rifles
More than twenty models of breathtakingly accurate rifles in multiple 
caliber choices, barrel lengths and mission-specific options, including:

.308 Cal Monolith  SWAT Model With Mid-Length Barrel

.223 or .204 Ruger Super Varmint ModelLes Baer
CustomMonolith .308

Semi-Auto SWAT Model

Les Baer
Custom AR

Super Varmint
Rifle

Performance. It’s Everything.

1804 Iowa Drive • LeClaire, Iowa 52753
Ph: 563-289-2126 • Fx: 563-289-2132

Email: info@lesbaer.com
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A Spanish Belgian?

QThis handgun has been in the 
family for as long as anyone 
can remember, which likely 

takes it back before World War II. 
Little is known beyond its .32 ACP 
chambering. I would like to get it 
into shooting condition, if possible, and herein lies the chal-
lenge: What is it, and who will work on it?

At first blush, it appears to be an early Browning-
designed FN; however, the design mimics the Colt 1903 
Pocket Hammerless more so than FN’s early 7.65 mm semi-
automatics. The Bakelite stocks are presumed to be original 
to the gun, and have a bull in the oval where the FN or Colt 
logo would appear. I’ve read that many Spanish companies 
during that era paid little attention to copyrights, and 
even included the original manufacturer’s rollmarks. Other 
than the aforementioned slide markings, the number “83” 
appears in several locations (as detailed in the attachment), 
there is a “4” under the left grip, “FEU” and “SUR” near the 
safety, and the 3" barrel has “7^” stamped on the chamber 
area. The recoil spring guide looks unique, as it has a tiny 
screw on the muzzle end that helps hold the gun together, 
and the breech end appears to consist of multiple tiny parts 
including an internal spring. Disassembly begins by rotating 
the barrel with the slide locked open. The wooden stocks are 
a homemade replacement.

AThis is a very interesting pistol. I have conferred 
with the editor of AUTO-MAG, a publication devoted 
to the history of semi-automatic pistols, and with 

the owner of a website in Belgium devoted to Belgian 
pistols. He also has published a multi-volume set of books 
devoted to Belgian pistols. And I have a great amount of 
references on Belgian pistols. None of us has ever seen 
reference to a pistol like this. Maybe “83” is the serial 
number, and very few were made?

There was a well-known manufacturer of pistols like 
this in Belgium by the name of 
Manufacture Liegeoise d’Armes a Feu. 
You can see your pistol has almost 
the exact name, except that Liegoise 
(Liege) is listed last. A pistol of this 
age (1918 to about 1930) would have 
Belgian proofmarks if it were made in 
Belgium.

We think your pistol was made in 
Spain. Part of the reason is the stock 
with the bull on it. An example of 
such a stock that I found in reference 
materials was on a pistol made or 
marketed by a Spanish group Sociedad 
Espnola de Armas y Municiones. 
Additionally, the Spanish did not use 
proofmarks during that period, and 

they were notorious for copying other makers and using all 
sorts of variations of names on the slide.

The knurled ring at the muzzle is quite unusual, and 
is not seen on the run-of-the-mill Spanish handguns, or 
Belgian models for that matter. So, this is a puzzler.

Concerning the broken parts, you would have to find 
a skilled gunsmith to fabricate parts since it will be very 
unlikely anyone would have parts for this unusual gun.

—MICHAEL F. CARRICK, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

NRA member photos

Although of Browning 

design and marked in 

the manner of a Belgian 

maker, this pocket pistol 

is likely of Spanish origin. 
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River Canyon Bowie Knife $79*

Rating of A+
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Y
ou are a man of the wilderness. The only plan you have is to walk up

that mountain until you feel like stopping. You tell your friends that

it’s nothing personal, but this weekend belongs to you.

You’ve come prepared with your River Canyon Bowie Knife sheathed at

your side. This hand-forged, unique knife comes shaving sharp with a

perfectly fitted hand-tooled sheath. The broad stainless steel blade shines

in harmony with the stunning striped horn, wood and bone 

handle. When you feel the heft of the knife in your hand, you know that

you’re ready for whatever nature throws at you.  

This knife boasts a full tang blade, meaning

the blade doesn’t stop at the handle, it runs

the full length of the knife. According to

Gear Patrol, a full tang blade is key, saying “A
full tang lends structural strength to the knife,
allowing for better leverage ...think one long
steel beam versus two.”

With our limited edition River Canyon
Bowie Knife you’re getting the best in 21st-

century construction with a classic look

inspired by legendary American pioneers.

What you won’t get is the trumped up price

tag. We know a thing or two about the

hunt–– like how to seek out and capture an

outstanding, collector’s-quality knife that

won’t cut into your bank account.

This quintessential American knife can be yours to use out in

the field or to display as the art piece it truly is. But don’t wait.

A knife of this caliber typically cost hundreds. Priced at an 

amazing $49, we can’t guarantee this knife will stick around for

long. So call today!

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the knife in your

hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the craftsmanship. If you

don’t feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 60 days

for a complete refund of the sale price. But we believe that once

you wrap your fingers around the River Canyon’s handle, you’ll

be ready to carve your own niche into the wild frontier. 

When it’s you against nature, there’s only one tool you need:

the stainless steel River Canyon Bowie Knife—now ONLY $49!

How to Be Cut Off From Civilization

BONUS! Call today and you’ll
also receive this genuine
leather sheath!

What customers are saying
about Stauer knives...

�����
“First off, the shipping was fast
and the quality is beyond what
I paid for the knife. Overall I
am a satisfied customer!”
— D., Houston, Texas

TAKE 38%
OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your

INSIDER
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

From the thousands of questions and letters on guns, ammunition and 
their use that American Rifleman receives every year, it publishes the most 
interesting here. Receiving answers to technical and historical questions is a 
privilege reserved to NRA members.

Questions must be in the form of letters addressed to: Dope Bag, NRA Publica-
tions, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-9400; must contain the member’s 
code line from an American Rifleman or American Hunter mailing label or 
membership card; must be accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed, legal-size 
envelope; and must be limited to one specific question per letter. Non-members 
may submit a question with a membership application. We cannot answer 
technical or historical questions by telephone, e-mail or fax, and we cannot place 
even an approximate value on guns or other equipment. Please allow eight to 10 
weeks for replies.

“Questions & Answers” is compiled by staff and Contributing Editors: 
Bruce N. Canfield, Michael Carrick, Garry James, Charles Pate, Charles E. 
Petty, John M. Taylor and John Treakle.

Colt .41 Derringer

QCould you provide any information regarding the 
firearm I have enclosed photos of? It appears to be 
.41-cal., and it may have been assembled from two dif-

ferent derringers, as the barrel serial number does not match 
the serial number of the receiver. Any information that you 
could provide would be greatly appreciated.

AThis pistol is a Colt 3rd Model Derringer, but the model 
is more commonly referred to as the Thuer Derringer 
after the weapon’s designer, Alexander Thuer. The 

pistol has a brass frame which was either bare or nickel 
plated, and a nickel-plated or blued steel barrel. Production 
of the pistol ceased in 1912 after about 48,000 had been 
made. There were two basic types with the first having a 
raised area, or bolster, on the forward underside of the frame 
into which the barrel screw passes. The first type also had a 
shorter and more vertical hammer spur than did later pistols. 
The second type does not have the bolster on the frame. Early 
second type pistols had the shorter hammer, while later guns 
have the hammer like the one in your example.

The numbers on the frame and barrel should match, so 
you are correct in saying that this example has parts from 
two different pistols. By submitting a request to the Colt 

Archives Department at P.O. Box 1868, Hartford, CT 06144, 
additional information regarding the pistol may be available.

—CHARLES PATE, CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 

The Colt 3rd Model Derringer fires a  

.41-cal. rimfire cartridge.

The next generation, state-of-the-art CQB Bullpup design 
is here in the TAVOR X95®. Further refi ning the bullpup 
design to a more compact, familiar, modular and 
modern design. Tri-rail forearm, modular TAVOR style 
trigger guard, traditional AR-15/M16 ambidextrous mag 
release location, lighter trigger pull. IDF proven, now 
available for US customers.

IWI US, Inc.  |   info@iwi.us  |  www.iwi .us

IWI US, INC.

NEXT
GEN TAVOR

 X95®

INNOVATE. OPTIMIZE. PERFORM.
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HANDGUN

The PPQ is Walther’s 
contender in the modern 
service pistol market. 

But the line now offers something we’ve not 
seen before from the German gunmaker—a .45.

Back before World War II, the Shooter’s Bible promised the Walther P.38, 

chambered in 9 mm Luger (r.), would soon be available in .45 ACP. That 

gun was never made, and the PPQ is Walther’s fi rst factory .45. 

A BIG FIRST 
FOR

BY WILEY CLAPP, FIELD EDITOR

Photos by Forrest MacCormack
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I
t’s right there in black and white: 
“[I]t has been experimentally made 
and found to be 100% satisfactory 
for use with the Super .38 and .45 

automatic cartridges and pistols in these 
calibers will be available about the middle of 
the year.” Thus read descriptive copy on p. 146 
of the nation’s largest gun catalog. The comment 
related the virtues of the new P.38 pistol from 
Walther and appeared in the venerable Shooter’s 
Bible in 1939. That pre-World War II catalog was 
the 31st in a series that continues today, although 
its status as a true catalog has changed a bit. A 
publication of the A.F. Stoeger Co. of New York, this 
thick volume was initially both catalog and reference 
book. It fi lled a huge space in Depression-era America 
that had only the magazine you now hold as a source 
of defi nitive fi rearm and ammunition data. Stoeger was 
an important importer of European arms, including the 
products of Germany’s Walther. In its day, the P.38 was 
a milestone pistol, so a .45 ACP or .38 Super version 
might have sold well in America.

But it never happened. There is no surviving sample 
of any version of the P.38 in either chambering. The 
main history of the company mentions some pre-war 
interest in such a gun and the possibility of prototypes, 
but if they ever existed, they didn’t survive the war. 
Also, that same history shows a pistol named the Big 
Bore. Designed in the mid-1990s concurrently with the 
Walther P99, the Big Bore was similar in appearance to 
the M1911 in .45 ACP. But Walther didn’t offer its ver-
sion of the Government Model commercially. Ergo, no 
Walther .45s. But Americans love their .45s, despite the 
rising popularity of 9 mm Luger pistols. For a company 
that seeks a decent chunk of the American pistol mar-
ket to not have a .45 ACP option is risky. Thus—for the 
very fi rst time—American Rifl eman offers a review of a 
new Walther pistol marked with the company’s banner 
logo and, yes, it is a .45.

The new pistol is a version of the PPQ model, suit-
ably altered to accept the larger cartridge. To under-
stand the PPQ 45, we have to take a brief look at the 
recent history of 
service pistols 
in general and 
Walthers in 
particular. Most of the interest in 
modern semi-automatics for police, 
military and civilian use began in the 
1950s and ’60s, and a particular style of 
gun began to appear. It was nearly always a 
9 mm Luger with high-capacity magazine and 
double-action/single-action (DA/SA) trigger system. By 
the end of the ’70s, most police agencies were armed 

with just this sort of handgun. In the ’80s, a different 
style of gun emerged, typically with the same type of 
9 mm magazine, but using various kinds of internal 

mechanisms, often with simplifi ed trigger systems. 
In the ’90s, we began to see new chamberings 

to match up with service pistol magazines 
and double-action-only (DAO) triggers. 

Walther came in a little late, but 
in time for the U.S. pistol trials 

with its P88 series. That evolved 
into the P99, which featured an 
unconventional and highly com-
plicated DA/SA trigger system. 
Our subject pistol—the PPQ 45—is 
a direct descendant of the P99, 
with a strong resemblance in 

ergonomics, fi nish and general appear-
ance, but with a much simpler DAO 
trigger system. The striker-fi red PPQ 
was fi rst introduced as a 9 mm Luger 
and then as a .40 S&W.

In either chambering, the PPQ was a 
very appealing package, with full-size 
pistols weighing around 30 ozs. and 
dimensions in line with most of the 

contemporary models. In 9 mm Luger, 
the PPQ had a 15-round capacity, which 

dropped to 11 when the gun was chambered for the larger 
.40 S&W cartridge. Now that the even larger .45 ACP 
round fi ts a PPQ, we have an even bigger pistol.

Walther’s PPQ in .45 ACP is a large automatic pistol. 
It would fi t into a box measuring 7.4" by 5.8". Thickness 
across the twin slide locks measures 1.3". It is a recoil-
operated gun, operating on the basis of the time-proven 
tilting barrel principle pioneered by John Browning. 
Weighing 28 ozs. with an empty magazine, the PPQ 45 
takes a double-column magazine of 12 rounds. Among 
modern pistols chambered for this venerable cartridge, 
this is one of the higher capacities. Like most of its con-
temporaries, the big PPQ has a polymer receiver, topped 
with a steel upper and barrel unit. 

The sights on the top of the slide are the familiar 
three-dot type. In an unusual touch, 

the rear sight is adjustable for 
windage by means of a screw on 

the right side. Elevation adjust-
ments require substitution of 
different front side blades—a 

higher one will lower the point of 
impact, etc. There is a slightly elevated 
serrated rib running between the 
sights. The fl ats on the sides of the 
slide are a bit different than many 
competing models. Instead of 

AMERICANRIFLEMAN.ORG OCTOBER 2016



OCTOBER 201658

WALTHER’S PPQ 45

being parallel and dead fl at, they are 
slightly rounded and angled inward. 
It gives the gun a sort of pagoda look. 
Also note that there are large cocking 
serrations on both sides and ends of 
the slide. There’s a lot for the shooter 
to grab when he runs the slide on this 
one. Machined from high-quality steel, 
the slide also has an interesting exter-
nal extractor—a massive one—at the 
lower rear corner of the ejection port. 
The spring-loaded striker is contained 
within the slide, as is the barrel and 
recoil spring, captive on the guide rod. 
Finally, Walther designers beveled and 
relieved the ejection port.

The receiver, molded from a high-
strength polymer material with steel 
inserts, has some great ergonomic 
features. Pistols can tend to skid 
around in the shooter’s grasp, particu-
larly when hard-recoiling ammunition 
is in use. To counter this, the PPQ’s 
molded polymer frame has surface 
texturing comprised of raised dots and 
crescent-shaped lines. They are quite 
small and are placed in patterns that 
are cross-directional. The resulting 
surface is not particularly aggressive, 
but nonetheless seems to anchor the 
gun in the hand very well, even under 
heavy recoil. There are very slight fi n-
ger grooves on the frontstrap, which 
carry over to the sides of the grip. To 
the rear, the backstrap has a slight 
“S” curve with a deep pocket that 
takes the web of the shooter’s hand. 
In an attempt to tailor the grip to all 
different-size hands, Walther design-
ers worked a replaceable backstrap 
feature into the PPQ. There are three 
different sizes available. And while 
the trigger guard’s hooked shape is 
inexplicably dated, the high-hold 
relief under it is excellent. Another 
useful feature is the three-slot acces-
sory rail under the front edge of the 
frame that can mount a light, laser or 
combination thereof. 

Inside the molded frame is a metal, 
rack-like assembly, held in place by a 
pair of sturdy pins, that constitutes 
the serialized receiver. Along with the 
necessary levers and related parts that 
make up the gun’s lockwork, it fi ts 
into recesses in the polymer frame, 
with the serial number visible through 
a window in the frame’s tang. 

Running the PPQ 45 is pure fun for 
a .45 guy. With an empty gun (slide 
locked back), the shooter inserts a 
fully loaded magazine, then grasps the 
slide with an overhand grasp, pulls all 
the way back and releases. The slide 
will close, chambering the top round. 
There are matching bilateral slide 
locks on the pistol, and they are there 
to lock the slide back. If you run the 
gun to empty, they will automati-
cally do just that. Note that the new 
Walther does not have any kind of 
manual thumb safety for the shooter 
to manipulate prior to fi ring.

While the process of fi ring the gun 
is straightforward—simply draw, aim 
and press the trigger—it requires a 
bit of discussion relative to one of 
its salient features, which is its short 
trigger reset position. After the fi rst 
shot, the shooter must fi rst release 
the trigger at least to the reset before 
pressing it again to fi re a subsequent 
shot. And while almost all shoot-
ers let their trigger go all the way 
forward, that simply isn't necessary 
on this pistol. The Walther DAO trig-
ger action, which completes the twin 
functions of cocking the striker and 
releasing it, allows the shooter to pull 
the trigger all the way back (fi ring a 

round) and then let it go back only 
a fraction of an inch before it resets. 
If he chooses to let the trigger go all 
the way forward, the internal safeties 
will kick in and he will have to sweep 
the trigger completely through its 
long arc in order to fi re again. The 
advantage of the former method is 
simply faster shooting. With practice, 
someone "shooting to reset" can get 
two aimed shots out of the Walther in 
less than a second. 

When I was growing up as a pistol 
competitor and carrying a pistol in 
combat, I never heard any discus-
sion of such a procedure. That’s 
mainly because our games did not 
require blinding speed. In modern 
times, we are much more concerned 
with combat shooting in the Modern 
Technique. Many pistol manufac-
turers are now emphasizing short 
trigger resets in their marketing 
efforts. With its PPQ line, regardless 
of chambering, Walther is one such 
maker. I have fi red many of these 
models, as well as many of their 
competitors. The reset is so short—
and so light—that it may be the 
quickest of them all.

Obviously, this is an important 
feature. There are a number of other 
features that commend the newest 
PPQ. Ergonomics, the physical relation-
ship between the gun and the gunner 
are excellent. The butt section fi ts the 
hand well, placing the shooter’s mitt 
in position to perform the up-and-
back trigger sweep that delivers the 
fi rst shot. Another important factor in 
semi-automatic pistol performance is 

The PPQ has distinctive grasping grooves at its front (l.), easing press checks, and rear (r.), 

along with generous bilateral slide lock levers and a reversible magazine release (top). 

AMERICAN RIFLEMAN
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recoil recovery. This brings us back to 
that all-important aspect of ergonomics 
again. The Walther, properly handled, 
stays put in your hand when fi red and 
doesn’t lift a straightened arm off tar-
get. That’s particularly true when fi red 
in a proper two-handed grip. 

At the range, I did a fair amount of 
informal shooting to get a feel for the 
pistol. This included shooting at those 
orange polymer gizmos, dirt clods, 
etc. I also tried to induce malfunc-
tions by limp wristing the gun and 
shooting upside down and even side-
ways. It never balked. For accuracy, 
it was a solid bench and sandbags. 
Accuracy was excellent, probably just 
a little more than 2" on the average 
for fi ve consecutive, fi ve-shot groups 
at 25 yds. Shooting an old favorite 
load from Jeff Hoffman’s Black Hills 
Ammunition, I got one group of about 
1¼". The gun will shoot.

The future of this nice new gun is 
dependent on two things. One is fi eld 
performance. How well will the gun 
hold up to thousands of rounds down 
range under rough fi eld conditions? 
You never know about that until a 
bunch of cops really beat the heck out 
of their guns. Second is the number 
of these things put in the hands of 
shooters of every stripe, which tends 
to develop a reputation. The guns 
are well named (PPQ stands for Police 
Pistol, Quick), and I think they’ll do 
well. And Walther has fi nally deliv-
ered the .45 it promised us more than 
three-quarters of a century ago. 

.45 ACP
CARTRIDGE 

VEL. @ 10'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY

(FT.-LBS.)
GROUP SIZE (INCHES)

SMALLEST      LARGEST      AVERAGE

FEDERAL GUARD DOG 
165-GR. EFMJ

1072
8 SD

421 1.49 2.09 1.82

BLACK HILLS 
230-GR. JHP

822
9 SD

345 1.29 3.19 2.29

AMERICAN EAGLE  
230-GR. FMJ

825
9 SD

348 1.53 3.40 2.59

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 2.47

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 SHOTS FROM A 4.25" BARREL FIRED OVER AN 
OEHLER MODEL 35P CHRONOGRAPH AT 12 FT. ACCURACY RESULTS FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, 
FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 25 YDS. FROM A SANDBAG REST. TEMPERATURE 68° F. HUMIDITY: 40%. 
ABBREVIATIONS: EFMJ (EXPANDING FULL METAL JACKET); FMJ (FULL METAL JACKET); 
JHP (JACKETED HOLLOW POINT); SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.) 

IMPORTER: WALTHER ARMS, INC. (DEPT. AR), 7700 CHAD COLLEY BLVD.; 
FORT SMITH, AR 72916; (479) 242-8500; WALTHERARMS.COM

MANUFACTURER:  WALTHER, 
ULM GERMANY

CALIBER: .45 ACP
ACTION TYPE: 

RECOIL-OPERATED, 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
CENTER-FIRE PISTOL

FRAME: POLYMER

RIFLING: 1:16" RH TWIST

MAGAZINE: DETACHABLE 
BOX; 12-ROUND

CAPACITY

SIGHTS: WHITE, THREE-DOT; 
FIXED FRONT, DRIFT-
ADJUSTABLE REAR

TRIGGER: DOUBLE-ACTION-
ONLY; 5-LB., 9-OZ. PULL

WIDTH: 1.3"
WEIGHT: 28 OZS.
ACCESSORIES: OWNER'S 

MANUAL, LOCKABLE 
CASE, CABLE LOCK, 
SPARE MAGAZINE 

MSRP: $699

SPECS

7.4"

5.8"

4.25" 

The recoil-operated, striker-fi red PPQ 

employs a Browning-style tilting barrel. 

There is an articulated safety blade in the 

trigger’s front, but no separate manual 

safety. The author found the gun’s poly-

mer frame has excellent ergonomics.
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HISTORICAL

 1916 

BY BRUCE N. CANFIELD, Field Editor

A century ago, Mexican bandits 
were a clear and present danger 

to the citizens of the United States. 
The U.S. Army’s “Punitive Expedition” 

sought to end the violence, and American 
troops used rifl es, pistols and machine guns 

that would soon see service in the trenches of France.

Historical photos courtesy of Armor Plate Press; 
M1911 courtesy of Rock Island Auction Co.
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n the second decade of the 21st century, the border between the 
United States and our neighbor to the south has been the subject of 
contentious debates and a great deal of angst. The concerns primar-
ily involve the safety of American citizens and, in the eyes of some, 
an affront to our national sovereignty from the misdeeds of crimi-
nal elements crossing the border from Mexico. It may be surprising 
to some, but this issue also plagued our nation during the second 
decade of the 20th century as well. But 100 years ago, the lawless-

ness wasn’t perpetuated by vicious drug cartels as is the case today. 
Rather, the problems were due to violence and unrest stemming from 
the ongoing Mexican Revolution.

In 1913, the sitting government, headed by President Francisco 
Madero, was overthrown by factions loyal to Gen. Victoriano Huerta, who 
was extremely antagonistic toward the United States for its perceived 
support of the former government. Relations continued to deteriorate 
and reached a fl ashpoint in 1914 when nine unarmed American sail-
ors were arrested and detained for allegedly entering a restricted area. 
Although the sailors were soon released unharmed, the United States 
was not placated and, on April 21, 1914, contingents of U.S. Marines and 
Navy “Bluejackets” landed and seized the port city of Vera Cruz. Heavy 
fi ghting resulted over the next few days, but eventually the United 
States forces prevailed and garrisoned the city until it was turned over 
to the control of three South American nations tasked with negotiating 
peace among the warring factions. Relations between the United States 
and the Mexican revolutionaries changed from antagonistic to toxic.

The Huerta regime, which had seized power from the Madero gov-
ernment, was being challenged by elements of an uprising led by 
Venustiano Carranza. In order to bolster his power, Carranza joined 
forces with an infamous bandit, Francisco “Pancho” Villa. Villa used the 
pretext of political revolution as an excuse to increase his efforts to 

Banditry from Francisco “Pancho” Villa (above, circled) and his followers led to a U.S. 

Army “Punitive Expedition” into Mexico led by then Brig. Gen. John J. Pershing (r.). On 

the border, the .45 ACP “Model of 1911 U.S. Army” (l.) proved to be an excellent gun.
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pillage and plunder. While the United States eventually 
mended fences with Carranza and offi cially recognized 
his government, Villa viewed this as betrayal and vowed 
retaliation against the Americans.

For the next couple of years, Villa and his henchmen 
crossed into the United States on numerous occasions 
and stole livestock and other valuables. Eventually, the 
situation devolved into more serious violence when fol-
lowers of Villa murdered 17 U.S. citizens traveling on a 
train in Mexico. This, understandably, caused a furor in 
the United States. An attack on the town of Columbus, 
N.M., on March 9, 1916, during which 18 Americans 
were killed, resulted in such public outcry that President 
Woodrow Wilson was forced to take decisive action. Wilson 
directed the U.S. Army to pursue Villa into Mexico and 
exact revenge for his actions. General Fredrick Funston, 
commander of the Army’s Southern Department, had 
telegraphed the War Dept. the day after the Columbus 
attack: “I urgently recommend that American troops be 
given authority to pursue Villa into Mexican Territory [in 
pursuit of] hostile Mexican bandits who raid American ter-
ritory. So long as the border is a shelter for them they will 
continue to harass our ranches and towns to our chagrin.”

General Funston’s recommendation was approved, 
and a “Punitive Expedition” was organized by the U.S. 
Army for the purpose of pursuing Villa and his men, and 
punishing them for their actions against American lives 
and property. General John J. Pershing, a veteran of the 

Indian Wars, the Spanish-American War and the Philippine 
Insurrection, was appointed commander of the expedition. 
On March 15, 1916, Pershing led a contingent of American 
troops across the border into Mexico. Eventually, some 
10,000 troops were involved in the campaign. 

The Punitive Expedition was notable for its use of aircraft 
and motor vehicles, but both proved inadequate for their 
intended purposes. The logistics of the campaign soon 
became chaotic. There were numerous small-scale skirmishes 
with Villa’s followers with mixed results, and the campaign 
never really achieved its stated goals. But the blunders 
that resulted proved to have a silver lining as they vividly 
pointed out areas that the U.S. Army needed to address and 
solve, especially since the nation would be at war in Europe 
less than a year later. The Punitive Expedition has been 
referred to as a dress rehearsal for World War I. Like many 
such endeavors, thankfully, the “main event” profi ted from 
mistakes made during the rehearsal. The Mexican campaign 
was also a chance for U.S. infantry arms to be evaluated 
under actual fi eld conditions.

U.S. Model 1903 Springfi eld Rifl e
The ’03 Springfi eld was adopted to correct the defi cien-

cies found in the U.S. Krag rifl e in .30-40 Krag when it 
went up against Spanish troops armed with Model 1893 

Mausers during the Spanish-American 
War of 1898. The Mausers proved 
to be superior to the Krag in many 
respects, and the U.S. Ordnance Dept. 
was forced to look for a new service 
rifl e, even though the Krag had been 
adopted less than a decade earlier. 
A new bolt-action repeating rifl e, 
heavily infl uenced by the Mauser, 
was selected to replace the Krag. It 
was standardized as the “U.S. Rifl e, 
Caliber .30 Model of 1903.” The main 
advantages of the M1903 over the 
Krag were a stronger bolt with two 

The U.S M1903 Springfi eld rifl e, shown 

here with “Buffalo Soldiers” (l.), proved 

itself during the 1916 campaign pursu-

ing Pancho Villa (opposite, top). Fielded 

in smaller numbers were ’03s fi tted with 

both Model 1913 (r.) and Model 1908 

Warner & Swasey “Musket Sights.”

U.S. MODEL OF 1903 SPRINGFIELD RIFLE 
& U.S. MODEL OF 1905 BAYONET

Author’s collection
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locking lugs and the ability to be loaded by a charger 
(stripper clip), both features that were attributes of the 
Mauser. The stronger bolt permitted the use of a more 
powerful cartridge. The new rifl e was initially chambered 
for the .30-’03 cartridge, which was followed three years 
later by the excellent .30-’06 Sprg. (.30 Springfi eld). The 
new round was markedly superior to its predecessor. 

The M1903 rifl es were accompanied by the Model 1905 
Bayonet, which featured a 16" blade. The bayonet was 
carried in the Model 1910 scabbard, which was fi tted with 
metal hooks that secured it to the standard cartridge belt.

The ’03 was manufactured by the U.S. Springfi eld 
Armory and Rock Island Arsenal, and it was the stan-
dard American service rifl e at the time of the Punitive 
Expedition. It proved its mettle in Mexico in 1916, as it 
would again in the brutal trench warfare of the Western 
Front during World War I. The venerable M1903 Springfi eld 
is widely considered to be one of the best bolt-action 
military rifl es of this, or any other, era. 

U.S. Model 1903 Springfi eld Rifl e 
With Warner & Swasey “Musket Sight”

Some Model 1903 rifl es fi tted with Warner & Swasey 
Model 1913 “Musket Sights” were also fi elded during the 
Punitive Expedition campaign. The Warner & Swasey sight 
was a rather unusual prismatic design that permitted 
a wide fi eld of view as compared to more conventional 
telescopes. In the vernacular of the day, the telescopes 
were called “Musket Sights.” The fi rst pattern Model 1908 
Warner & Swasey sight was fi tted to some select Model 
1903 rifl es at Springfi eld Armory from 1909 to 1912. The 
Model 1908 was soon followed by the slightly improved 
Warner & Swasey Model 1913. Some M1903s with Model 
1913 Warner & Swasey sights were fi elded during the cam-
paign against Villa, although some of the earlier Model 

1908 Warner & Swasey sights are believed to have been 
used as well. Anecdotal evidence indicates that some ’03s 
were additionally fi tted with Maxim silencers, thus becom-
ing the fi rst suppressed U.S. military sniping rifl es. Little 
has been recorded regarding the early Model 1903/Warner 
& Swasey sniper rifl es during the Mexican campaign, but 
the effect of their utilization in the confl ict would have 
been, at best, marginal. The ’03 with Model 1913 Warner 
& Swasey Musket Sight was the standard U.S. Army sniper 
rifl e outfi t during World War I and saw widespread use by 
Doughboy snipers on the Western Front. But, while the 

U.S. MODEL OF 1903 RIFLE WITH WARNER & 
SWASEY MODEL 1913 “MUSKET SIGHT”

Photos courtesy of James D. Julia 
Auctioneers, Fairfi eld, Maine
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M1903 was a superb rifle, the Warner & Swasey telescope 
proved to be less than satisfactory and was dropped from 
the Army’s inventory in the 1920s.

Colt Model 1911 .45 Pistol
The ’03 Springfield was not the only firearm used during 

the Punitive Expedition that would become an icon of the 
U.S. military. Designed by the legendary John M. Browning, 
the semi-automatic Model 1911 pistol was chambered for the 
potent .45 ACP (Automatic Colt Pistol) cartridge and utilized 
a seven-round detachable magazine. The .45 ACP cartridge 
was adopted, in large measure, because of the failure of 
the .38 Colt revolver as a reliable man-stopper during the 
Philippine Insurrection, which occurred in the aftermath of 
the Spanish-American War. The double-action .38-cal. Colt 
revolvers were adopted in the early 1890s and intended to 
be a replacement for the obsolescent .45 Colt Single Action 
Army revolvers. The .38s demonstrated a lack of stopping 
power during close-quarter combat in the Philippines, 
though, and the Model 1911 pistol and .45 ACP were eventu-
ally adopted to rectify this problem. It soon proved to be one 
of the best military combat handguns of all time. Prior to 
World War I, the Model 1911 pistol was manufactured by Colt. 
In addition, a relatively small number were also made by 
Springfield Armory in 1914 and 1915.

The M1911 saw extensive use during the 1916 Mexican 
Punitive Expedition by both U.S. Army infantry and cavalry 
troops. The pistol performed its duties in an exemplary 
manner, as it did on countless battlefields over the subse-
quent 80 or more years.

The M1911 remained the standard U.S. Army 
handgun during World War I and saw widespread 
combat use in France. It proved its value in 
the small-scale, but often brutal, actions such 
as the “Banana Wars” in the 1920s and 1930s. 
The slightly improved M1911A1 pistol was 

manufactured and used in large numbers during World 
War II, along with many refurbished M1911s. As was 
the case with the ’03 rifle, the M1911 was one of the 
most popular arms used during the 1916 Expedition and 
served our troops well.

Model 1909 Benet-Mercie Machine Rifle
While the ’03 Springfield and the M1911 were superb 

and routinely performed in an excellent manner, the same 
cannot be said for the standard U.S. Army light machine 
gun of the era, referred to in official documents as an 
“Automatic Rifle.” Developed by two employees of the 
French firm Hotchkiss, the gun was adopted in 1909 as the 
“Model of 1909 Benet-Mercie Machine Rifle.” The standard 
U.S. infantry machine guns of the early 20th century were 
belt-fed designs mounted on heavy and bulky tripods; 
the Model 1895 and Model 1904. Both guns generally 
functioned satisfactorily, but they were quite heavy and 
cumbersome. The air-cooled Model 1895 weighed more than 
90 lbs., and the water-cooled Model 1904 exceeded 150 lbs. 
There was an obvious need for an automatic arm that could 
be more easily transported by infantry and cavalry.

The Model 1909 Benet-Mercie Machine Rifle, which 
weighed only about 30 lbs., was deemed to be the gun the 
Army was looking for. Chambered for the same .30-’06 Sprg. 
cartridge as the M1903 rifle, the Benet-Mercie utilized a 
30-round metal feed strip and fired at the rate of approxi-
mately 400 rounds per minute. The U.S. M1909 Benet-
Mercie was manufactured by Springfield Armory and Colt 
with a combined production of 670 guns. Interestingly, the 

Model 1909 Machine Rifle was fitted with the previously-
mentioned Model 1908 Warner & Swasey Musket 
Sight to aid in long-range firing. 

The Benet-Mercie’s baptism of combat 
occurred during the Punitive Expedition—
during which its inherent flaws became 

The first sergeant of the U.S. Scouts (l.) was said to be able to 

track anyone over any terrain. He and his comrade are armed 

with Model of 1911 U.S. Army pistols, shown here with a U.S. 

Model 1912 holster.

Photo courtesy of Rock Island Auction Co.OCTOBER 2016 AMERICAN RIFLEMAN
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all-too-apparent. The gun had a tendency to break firing 
pins, which required complete disassembly. This proved 
to be extremely difficult, especially at night. A scathing 
official report on the performance of the Benet-Mercie 
during combat action with the Villa forces was written on 
March 14, 1916. Among other things, the report indicated 
that a major problem encountered was the difficulty in 
loading the feed strips, particularly at night, when the 
gunners were unable to see what they were doing. The 
feed strips could be loaded upside down, which caused 
the gun to jam. When the report was issued to the press, 
many newspapers ran derisive and mocking articles, 
and the weapon was dubbed the “daylight gun.” It was 
sarcastically suggested that the rules of warfare should be 
amended to only schedule combat during the daytime. The 
Chief of Ordnance for the U.S. Army, Gen. William Crozier, 
commented: “[W]e have no gun of any kind that can be 
used at any time except in daylight by a man who must 
depend upon his eyesight for such operations … .”

Clearly, the Model 1909 Benet-Mercie was a flawed arm, 
and it is not surprising that the guns were not used in com-
bat by American forces during World War I. Soon after the 
Mexican Punitive Expedition, the gun dropped out of Uncle 
Sam’s arsenal. If the flaws of the Benet-Mercie had not been 
exposed in Mexico in 1916, perhaps the guns would have 
been utilized in combat during World War I. If so, the expe-
rienced and battle-hardened Germans would have exacted a 
much greater toll due to the foibles of the M1909 than did 
Villa’s rag-tag bandits.

Lewis Machine Gun
While use of the Model 1909 Benet-Mercie during the 

Mexican Punitive Expedition has been discussed in a 
number of books and articles, it is a lesser-known fact that 
some Lewis light machine guns were also employed during 
the campaign. Invented by U.S. Army Col. Isaac Newton 
Lewis, the Lewis was one of the better guns of its type at 
the time. For a number of reasons, including petty jealousy 
within the Ordnance Dept. hierarchy, the Lewis received 
lukewarm support from the U.S. Army. Nonetheless, the 
Lewis gun did prove to be a success with several European 
allies, chiefly Great Britain. Large numbers of Lewis guns 
chambered for the .303 British cartridge were fielded dur-
ing World War I for both infantry and aircraft use by our 
allies (some lucky Doughboys received them instead of 
Chauchats, too, but that’s another story). The Lewis fed 
from a 47-round magazine for infantry use, and an aircraft 
version was made that held 97 rounds. The Lewis gun fired 
at the rate of approximately 600 rounds per minute.

In the fall of 1916, the U.S. Army purchased 353 Lewis 
guns, in .303, from the British. Those guns were dispatched 
to the U. S. Army’s “Southern Department,” and a number 

On March 9, 1916, 18 Americans were murdered and Columbus, 

N.M., (top) was burned by Villa and his men. The Model of 1909 

Benet-Mercie machine rifle (below) was found to have serious 

shortcomings in Mexico. The Lewis gun (above, r.), though 

fielded in small numbers, performed very well. 

U.S. MODEL OF 1909 BENET-MERCIE MACHINE RIFLE WITH 
WARNER & SWASEY MODEL 1913 SIGHT

Courtesy of James D. Julia Auctioneers, Fairfield, Maine
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were employed in combat against Villa’s forces. Unlike the 
Benet-Mercie, the Lewis guns performed well. It is interest-
ing to note that the guns used by the U.S. Army during 
this period were chambered for the standard British .303 
cartridge—not .30-’06 Sprg.

Despite its good performance in Mexico, the Lewis gun 
was only grudgingly accepted by the U.S. Army, and it was 
not until 1917 that any sizeable number of Lewis guns 
chambered for the standard U.S. .30-’06 Sprg. cartridge were 
made under government contract. These were largely rel-
egated to state-side training roles and front-line American 
combat troops were not equipped with Lewis machine guns 
during World War I unless they were under British command.

Lessons Learned
Even though it ended in a less-than-satisfactory manner, 

the Mexican Punitive Expedition proved to be of value, as 
it enabled the Army to evaluate the various arms employed 
under actual battle conditions and determine which ones 
“made the grade” and which ones didn’t. A couple of them, 

the Model 1903 rifle and the Model 1911 pistol, remained in 
active service with the U.S. military for a number of decades 
after the Mexican campaign. The Lewis gun eventually saw 
some service with the U.S. military between the wars and 
as a supplemental arm during World War II on some Navy 
landing craft and similar uses. The Model 1909 Benet-Mercie 
Machine Rifle, on the other hand, received a failing grade 
and was soon put out to pasture. It was better to have the 
flaws of the various small arms exposed while dealing with 
the bandits in Mexico than against the skilled, experienced 
and determined Germans on the Western Front. 

Like beauty, the outcome of the Mexican Expedition is 
in the eye of the beholder. It can, with some justification, 
be described as a blunder-filled fiasco. On the other hand, 
it can be considered a tune up that paid dividends a short 
time later when the Doughboys were called to arms in the 
Great War. Whether the various arms employed by the U.S. 
troops in Mexico proved to be a success or a failure, all are 
nevertheless interesting and historic pieces that played a 
unique role in the history of American military arms. 

LEWIS LIGHT MACHINE GUN

Author’s collection
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BROWNING 
AMMUNITION 
MAKES ITS MARK

AMMUNITION

The famed Browning Buckmark 
can now be found on a full line of 

ammunition available to the legions 
of fans who have come to trust it 

as an enduring symbol of quality for 
everything from boots to fi rearms. 

BY AMERICAN RIFLEMAN STAFF

Photos by Peter Fountain



When Browning announced earlier 
this year that it was getting into 
the ammunition business, a few 
questions came immediately to our 

minds: How extensive would the product line 
be? Where would the expertise come from to 
produce it? And would it really be any differ-
ent than the raft of offerings already available 
from competitive companies? Oh, and how 
about price?

Soon, through a series of Browning-
sponsored hunts and informational meetings, 
the company provided answers to those ques-
tions and many more. In addition, it provided 
ammunition samples that, not surprisingly, 
would ultimately reassure us that the com-
pany named after perhaps the greatest gun 
designer and cartridge developer of all time 
would only enhance its reputation with its 
newest product line.

It was not, however, Browning’s first 
attempt to bring ammunition to mar-
ket. Although many may not remember, 
Browning-branded ammunition has come and 
gone through the years in limited runs and 
chamberings, with the biggest push at mar-
keting a full line occurring in the 1970s, but 
those efforts were all short-lived. This time, 
Browning ammunition would comprise cen-
ter-fire rifle, center-fire pistol, shotshell and 
rimfire categories, each with a respectable 
array of bullet styles and chamberings. And, 
yes, each cartridge—even every round of .22 
Long Rifle—would bear the company’s signa-
ture Buckmark. Creating such a suite of prod-
ucts from scratch would be a prohibitively 
expensive and daunting task, of course, so 

Browning partnered with a corporate rela-
tive, Winchester Ammunition, to codevelop, 
manufacture and supply the new ammunition 
label to the marketplace. But this would be 
no simple re-branding of existing Winchester 
loads. Based in Morgan, Utah, Browning’s 
careful cultivation of its 125-year-old brand 
has resulted in fans so fervent that they’re 
known for a cult-like loyalty. No, the new 
Browning ammunition line would carry newly 
developed, specially designed, projectiles in 
distinctive packaging—all the while benefit-
ting from established quality control and 
distribution efficiencies.

In the end, rabid Browning fans would 
finally enjoy the satisfaction of loading 
ammunition bearing the Buckmark into their 
Browning firearms. Even better, shooters of any 
brand affiliation seeking yet another choice 
in quality ammunition with highly engineered 
bullets would now find distinctive black and 
gold boxes bearing the trusted Browning 
Buckmark on dealers’ shelves all across 
America—and the price tags affixed to those 
boxes were likely to be pleasantly surprising.

Early on, the editors decided that Browning 
ammunition, with such a broad array of offer-
ings in multiple categories, merited team 
coverage for proper evaluation. Following are 
our results, which highlight both anecdotal 
observations from the categories and techni-
cal assessments of the performance of select 
offerings within them. Together, they appear 
to confirm that Browning Ammunition, one of 
the biggest new product developments in the 
shooting industry in some time, is poised to 
make an indelible mark. 
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With a range of chamberings from (l. to. r.) .22 Long Rifle to .270 Win. to 12 gauge to  

.380 ACP, Browning-branded offerings have come to the market in a big way in order to  

capitalize on a brand loyalty that would be the envy of any company in any industry.
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There’s a curious story about 
Browning’s signature symbol, 
the Buckmark, that isn’t widely 

known. When then art director Don 
Bailey designed it in 1977, he didn’t 
realize, until others pointed it out, 
that his thick outline of an antlered 
whitetail buck contained, in its nega-
tive space, the image of a doe. The 
resulting image, depicting both sexes 
of America’s most popular big-game 
species, quickly became a cult-classic 
icon for deer hunters of any stripe, 
but particularly for those who revered 
the Browning brand. And it has been 
inextricably linked with the company 
ever since.

So imagine the extra significance 
the Buckmark now takes on as the 
headstamp for a new line of center-
fire rifle offerings available in two 
different bullet types designed for 
hunting all North American big-
game animals. That first, and argu-
ably most important, bullet is the 
company’s non-bonded BXR with its 
Rapid Expansion Matrix Tip, designed 
especially for thin-skinned varieties 
such as whitetail, blacktail, mule deer 
and antelope. It is currently loaded 
in: .243 Win. (97 gr.) and .270 Win. 
(134 gr.) along with .30-30 Win., 
.308 Win., .30-’06 Sprg., .300 Win. 

Mag. and .300 WSM (155 gr.). For 
thicker-skinned animals, Browning is 
offering the BXC with its Controlled 
Expansion Deep Penetrating Terminal 
Tip. It is loaded in: .270 Win. (145 
gr.), 7 mm Rem. Mag. (155 gr.) and 
.308 Win. (168 gr.) along with .30-’06 
Sprg., .300 Win. Mag. and .300 WSM 
(185 gr.). Both are visually distinctive 
offerings in their starkly contrast-
ing black and gold packaging, which, 
of course, prominently features a 
Buckmark. Inside, the silver-colored 
bullets—nickel-plated on the BXR and 
tipped with solid aluminum on the 
BXC—and nickel-plated cases with 
contrasting brass primers are as eye-
appealing as they are weather-resis-
tant. When checked on a concentric-
ity gauge, samples from several boxes 
of BXRs confirmed that their beauty 
was more than skin deep, with bullet 
runouts measuring a mere 0.001" on 
average. In testing, velocities ran, on 
average, about 200 f.p.s. less from the 
22" barrel of a Browning AB3, than 
those advertised, which are derived 
from the 24" factory test barrel used 
to develop the loads.

Last November, I had an opportu-
nity to try out Browning ammunition 
in the field on a whitetail deer hunt 
with Western Ranch Outfitters in 

Nisland, S.D., using the BXR load. It 
features a somewhat light-for-caliber 
bullet consisting of a lead core with 
a thin, nickel-plated brass jacket 
topped with an aerodynamic tip made 
of a proprietary matrix of 85 per-
cent copper and 15 percent polymer. 
Designed to fragment upon impact, 
the tip leaves a large hollow point 
at the front of the main projectile, 
allowing it to expand and transfer its 
energy to the target.

That is precisely what happened 
when I took a buck late on the 
first day with some of the earliest 
Browning-branded rounds to come off 
the production line. Shooting from a 
ground blind, I grunted to stop the 
animal in its tracks as it was passing 
in front of me about 130 yds. distant. 
When I pressed the trigger on the 
.270 Win.-chambered Browning AB3 
Composite Stalker, the 134-gr. BXR 
bullet was sent to a point just behind 
the animal’s right shoulder, causing 
the buck to lunge into the air, run 
straight ahead 20 yds., lunge again 
and run back to where it had been 
shot before falling dead. A nearly 
imperceptible entry hole in a fold of 
the hide and an approximately 1½" 
exit hole behind the left shoulder 
were all the evidence of the kill I 
could find in the field. Back at the 
skinning shed, further examination 
revealed tremendous damage to the 
nearly 200-lb. animal’s vital organs, 
with the top of the heart and a 
major portion of both lungs essen-
tially pulverized.

The next evening, in a different 
ground blind and with the end of legal 
shooting time rapidly approaching, 
I settled my sights on a 150-lb. doe 
at about 70 yds. This time, I sent the 
bullet through the shoulder, which 
again caused the animal to rear before 
it bolted off out of sight toward a 
nearby creek bottom. Carefully noting 
its escape route, I was soon tracing its 
path to the edge of the creek’s bank 
where, peering over the edge, I found 
that it had come to rest just inches 
from the water’s edge. Total distance 
traveled from the site of the shot was 
approximately 20 yds., and the imme-
diately visible results were remarkably 

Center-Fire Rifle
BY BRIAN C. SHEETZ, Senior Executive Editor

BROWNING AMMUNITION
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similar as before. Examination of the 
internal organs also was the same with 
the bullet having produced a quick, 
clean kill. In each case, the duration of 
the animal’s physical reaction was brief 
enough that no prolonged tracking ses-
sions would have been required even 
had I been hunting in dense cover.

While it’s impossible to make a 
sweeping judgment as to the efficacy 
of a bullet’s design from only a couple 
of observations, I can attest that the 
BXR projectile performed exactly as 
advertised—a comforting but unsur-
prising result that was repeated by at 
least one of my fellow hunters, Rafe 
Nielsen, communications manager 
for Browning. Having taken a nice 
trophy whitetail buck during the same 
trip, Nielsen informed me that the 
two whitetails I shot represented the 
first of their species to fall to the new 
Browning load in the ever-popular .270 
Win. chambering. He then elabo-
rated on the bullet’s construction and 
purpose: “It’s not a weak bullet, it just 
opens up faster,” he said, adding that 
the flat-base 134-gr., .270 load I had 
used possessed velocity more in line 
with .30-cal. magnums (an advertised 
3060 f.p.s.) but that, when striking 
soft tissue, its tip fragmented explo-
sively, allowing the remaining large 
hollow point in the bullet’s lead/anti-
mony core to continue penetrating into 
the animals’ vital organs. The tapered 
construction of the jacket covering the 
core, he added, further controlled the 
bullet’s rate of expansion.

According to Ben Frank, the brand 
manager for Browning ammunition 
who has a background in engineer-
ing, “penetration of BXR bullets in 20 
percent ballistic gelatin is typically 
14" to 16". He added that, “about 
60 percent of shots on deer with 
the BXR pass through the animals,” 
which was not surprising considering 

my experience. Additional anecdotal 
information about the 10 or so other 
deer taken by the time of my South 
Dakota hunt were consistent with my 
experiences, with nearly all animals 
requiring only one shot, with most 
bullets passing through and with no 
animals traveling more than 40 yds. 
after the shot.

Although I did not have an 
opportunity to hunt with the heavier-
for-caliber, bonded BXC Controlled 
Expansion Terminal Tip bullet—with 
its thicker, thermally bonded jacket, 
solid, anodized aluminum tip and 
boattail base—my colleague, NRA 
Editorial Director John Zent, did and 
had this to say about its observed 
terminal performance: “Let there be 
no doubt about how the right ammu-
nition can make the .30-’06 Sprg. the 
equal of more powerful magnums, as 
evidenced by the results on two red 
deer and a fallow deer taken with the 
BXC in New Zealand. The stags (a bit 
smaller than bull elk) both did the 
‘double-leg-kick’ typical of heart-shot 
deer and crashed over after abbrevi-
ated death sprints. The 185-gr. slug 
recovered from my animal had trans-
formed into a ‘mushroom’ as picture-
perfect as any controlled-expansion 
bonded projectile I’ve used. Ironically, 
the bullet recovered from my fallow 
buck (built like a big whitetail) was 
far more misshapen, but understand-
ably so since it traversed stem to 
stern while anchoring him in place.”

Addressing their intended role 
as tough bullets designed more for 
penetration than the BXRs, Frank 
quantified the BXC’s penetration in 
ballistic gelatin by saying, “They tend 
to go about 18" to 24".”

Prices on BXR and the somewhat 
more expensive BXC loads place them 
well within reach of typical consumers 
and appear to be running around $27 
to $45 per 20-count boxes depending 
on chambering and retailer.

With its BXR and BXC, Browning 
appears to have most scenarios for 
North American or African plains 
big-game hunting nicely covered. A 
growing list of chamberings is likely 
to ensure that the Browning name is a 
major player in the hunting ammuni-
tion market in years to come. 

.270 WIN. 
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY

(FT.-LBS.)
GROUP SIZE (INCHES)

SMALLEST      LARGEST      AVERAGE

BROWNING BXR 
134-GR. 

2,864 AVG.
18 SD

2,440 0.73 2.40 1.54

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 SHOTS FROM A 22" BARREL OVER A CALDWELL 
G2 CHRONOGRAPH AT 15 FT. ACCURACY RESULTS FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS 
AT 100 YDS. FROM A CHAMPION RIFLE REST. TEMPERATURE: 75° F. HUMIDITY: 57%. 
ABBREVIATIONS: HP (HOLLOW POINT), RN (ROUND NOSE), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.) 

The BXR’s rapid-expanding Matrix 

Tip is made of a blend of 85 percent 

copper and 15 percent polymer.

The BXC’s anodized aluminum tip 

and heavier-for-caliber bullet pro-

mote deep penetration.

Browning Ammunition’s Brett Flaugher 

was one of the first to see the flagship 

BXC bullet in action, taking a giant New 

Zealand stag from about 200 yds.
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Browning is coming right out of the 
gate with two center-fire handgun 
ammunition lines: the full-metal-

jacketed BPT series and the jacketed-
hollow-point topped BXP series.

Initially both lines will be offered 
in today’s four most popular center-
fire handgun cartridges, and, at 
launch, one load is available in each 
chambering: .380 ACP (95 gr.), 9 mm 
Luger (147 gr.), .40 S&W (180 gr.) 
and .45 ACP (230 gr.). Browning made 
the decision to ballistically match the 
performance of its BPT and BXP lines, 
meaning the two 9 mm loads (and so 
on) feature the same bullet weights 
at the same velocities, and will 
therefore shoot to the same point of 
impact and generate the same level 
of recoil. This allows the end user to 
train and practice at the range using 
the less expensive FMJs and to then 
switch to carrying JHPs for defense, 
without questioning how the more 
expensive ammunition will handle in 
a defensive scenario.

Ballistically speaking, the expan-
sion of a projectile comes at the 

expense of its penetration, and vice 
versa. By selecting bullet weights for 
each of the four offered cartridges 
that are heavy-for-caliber, Browning 
has chosen to err on the side of 
penetration with its BXP loads. The 
result is a line designed to be as 
manageable for the shooter as pos-
sible while offering reliable penetra-
tion and controlled expansion.

Rather than reinvent the wheel, 
Browning went with the dependable 
standard of using a lead core paired 
with a brass jacket for the design of 
its projectiles. Both the BPT training 
rounds and BXP defensive cartridges 
utilize brass cases that have been 
black-nickel-plated for improved 
reliability and corrosion resistance. 
The nickel cases are also harder than 
standard brass and won’t tarnish with 
time, but can still be reloaded. The BXP 
loads feature what Browning is call-
ing X-Point technology, a lead hollow 
point bullet that features a plus-sign 
shape that is swaged into its tip. The 
imprint is designed to help the projec-
tile expand reliably after penetrating 

Center-Fire Handgun
BY KELLY YOUNG, Associate Editor

BROWNING AMMUNITION
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through heavy clothing—the bar-
rier most likely to be encountered by 
shooters in self-defense scenarios.

For the purpose of function testing 
the new ammunition, I made a trip to 
the range where I ran through several 
boxes of each of the following: BPT in 
.40 S&W and .45 ACP, and BXP in
.380 ACP, 9 mm Luger and .40 S&W. I 
used a SIG P238 (.380 ACP), H&K VP9
(9 mm Luger), both a Beretta Cx4 
carbine and a Px4 pistol (.40 S&W) and 
a Colt Competition (.45 ACP.) I fi red 
approximately 400 rounds in total, and, 
with the exception of one instance 
where the 9 mm handgun failed to lock 
back on an empty magazine, all loads 
exhibited 100 percent reliability.

Accuracy testing of the .40 S&W 
BXP was conducted using the Beretta 
Px4. As can be seen by the tabulated 
results, which were shot at 25 yds., 
Browning’s new center-fi re hand-
gun ammunition is capable of fi ne 
accuracy. Ten rounds of the 180-gr. 
BXP, when shot through a Caldwell G2 
Chronograph at 15 ft., averaged 1008 
f.p.s.—which is quite consistent with 

the advertised muzzle velocity of 1020 
f.p.s. for that load. That string of fi re 
also featured a standard deviation of 
14, which is decent but not superb.

While aesthetics fall pretty low on 
my list of priorities, Browning’s new 
handgun lines certainly are visu-
ally appealing and distinctive. And 
uniform exterior fi nishes, when paired 
with adequately low standard devia-
tion fi gures, tend to indicate unifor-
mity in internal components as well—
which is a comfort when it comes to 
ammunition designed to protect life 
and limb in close-quarters encounters.

Prices of BPT and BXP center-fi re 
handgun loads will vary by cham-
bering, with 50-round boxes of BPT 
running between $15 and $25, and 
20-round boxes of BXP retailing for 
roughly $20—reasonable amounts 
given the obvious quality. Most 
shooters will agree that every new 
box of ammunition on the shelves 
is a good thing, and all indications 
point toward Browning’s new BPT and 
BXP lines being quality additions to 
the marketplace. 

.40 S&W
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY

(FT.-LBS.)
GROUP SIZE (INCHES)

SMALLEST      LARGEST      AVERAGE

BROWNING BXP
180-GR. HP

1008 AVG.
 14 SD

406 2.09 3.38 2.55

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 SHOTS FROM A 4" BARREL OVER A 
CALDWELL G2 CHRONOGRAPH AT 15 FT. ACCURACY RESULTS FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-
SHOT GROUPS AT 25 YDS. FROM A SANDBAG REST. TEMPERATURE: 75° F. HUMIDITY: 57%. 
ABBREVIATIONS: HP (HOLLOW POINT), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

SHOOTING RESULTS (25 YDS.) 

The plus-sign-shaped hollow point in the BXP 

defensive handgun loads is designed to preserve  

the bullet’s ability to reliably penetrate after it 

passes through heavy clothing.
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category, shotshells, consists of three 
sub-brands—all, by the way, with 
non-reloadable hulls: BPT Performance 
Target; BXD Extra Distance Lead for 
upland; and BXD Extra Distance Steel 
for waterfowl. The BPT line includes 
12-ga., 2¾" loads with 11⁄8 ozs. of No. 
8 shot at 1145 f.p.s., 11⁄8 ozs. of No. 
7s at 1200 f.p.s. and 11⁄8 ozs. of No. 
7½s at 1300 f.p.s. In 16 gauge, there 
is a 2¾" load with 1 oz. of No. 8 shot 
at 1165 f.p.s., and in 20 gauge there 
is a 2¾" load with 7/8 oz. of No. 7½s 
at 1300 f.p.s. The BXD Upland line of 
lead shot loads includes a 12-ga., 3" 
load with 15⁄8 oz. of No. 5 shot at 1350 
f.p.s. and two 2¾" loads with 13⁄8 ozs. 
of either No. 5s or No. 6s. In 16 gauge, 
there’s a 2¾" load with 11⁄8 ozs. of No. 
6 shot at 1295 f.p.s., and in 20 gauge 
there are two 3" loads with 1¼ ozs. 
of either No. 5s (see p. 95) or No. 6s 
at 1250 f.p.s., along with a 2¾" load 
with 1 oz. of No. 5s at 1300 f.p.s. The 
BXD Waterfowl line of steel shot loads 
includes three 12-ga. 3" load at 1450 
f.p.s. with 1¼ ozs. of either BBs, No. 
2s or No. 4s. There are also two 3½" 
loads with 1½-oz. payloads at 1500 
f.p.s. with either BBs or No. 2 shot. 
There’s also a 20-ga., 3" load with 1 
oz. of No. 2s at 1300 f.p.s.

At present you could argue that 
Browning’s best-known firearms 
are its shotguns, particularly 

in the target arena, where the Citori 
over-under is a global mainstay on 
skeet, trap and sporting clays ranges. 
Beyond that, the company’s BPS 
pump and Gold, Silver, Maxus and 
Auto-5 autoloaders are also highly 
regarded, and counted on for all sorts 
of hunting, competition and home-
defense applications. Clearly it makes 
good sense to trade on that brand 
recognition and loyalty with a line of 
shotgun ammunition.

Though the black-hulled 
Browning shotshells are high-tech in 
many respects, they do benefit from 
one decidedly old-school process 
that top shooters still insist makes 
a difference. The lead shot used in 
the BPT and BXD Upland lines is 
produced in an actual shot tower. 
Fans of dropped shot contend that it 
is inherently rounder—and therefore 
flies truer and in denser patterns—
than shot made from other meth-
ods. The latter type is becoming 
more prevalent, and given the costs 
involved, it’s unlikely we’ll see con-
struction of new shot towers.

Browning’s most extensive 

Shotshells
BY JOHN ZENT, Editorial Director

BROWNING AMMUNITION
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Designed for serious competitors, 
the BPT loads feature high-antimony 
shot that is harder than the norm so 
that it resists deformation and stays 
rounder in its travel down the bore. 
The result is tighter, more consistent 
patterns and maximum impact effect 
for breaking targets. The smooth-
skinned BPT hulls load and eject 
without a hitch, and, in order to 
keep costs in check, are not made for 
reloading. It’s also noteworthy that 
along with 12- and 20-ga. offerings, 
Browning has included a 16-ga. target 
loading, a rarity over the past 30 or 
40 years. While many view the 16 as a 
relic, perhaps it’s not just coincidental 
that this year Browning also resur-
rected its classic Auto-5 Sweet Sixteen 
with a modernized inertia operat-
ing system. (Look for a review in an 
upcoming “Dope Bag.”)

BXD Upland ammunition also 
offers premium lead pellets, which, 

in this case, are hardened with nickel 
plating. That tough coating helps 
maintain roundness even at high 
velocities ranging from 1250 f.p.s. 
from a 20-ga. load to a 1350-f.p.s. 
heavyweight 12 gauge to blistering 
1485-f.p.s. recipes in both 16 and 12 
gauge. According to Browning, that 
helps to preserve downrange velocity 
and energy transfer, and the resulting 
shorter shot strings will mean more 
pellets on target, while requiring less 
lead to hit far-fl ushing pheasants and 
grouse. Although this ammo will do 
the job wherever upland birds fl y, it 
should really shine in the challenging, 
and often bitter, conditions of late 
season on the Great Plains.

BXD Waterfowl shares the long-
range mindset with its upland 
counterpart. More specifi cally, it too 
relies on high velocities and nickel-
plated pellets—steel in this case—to 

continued on p. 88
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SHOOTING RESULTS (40 YDS.) 

BROWNING BXD UPLAND (LEAD)
12-GA., 3", 15⁄8 OZS. NO. 5 NICKEL-PLATED

AVERAGE PELLET COUNT: 279
MEASURED VELOCITY @ 3 FT.: 1350 F.P.S.
AVERAGE OF 10 PATTERNS

BPT Target 

loads fea-

ture high-

antimony 

shot and a 

smooth hull 

for pattern 

density 

and ease 

of ejection, 

respectively.

Even dispersal of 

the BXD 16-ga. 

No. 6 fi eld load 

from Browning’s 

Auto-5 Sweet 

Sixteen promises 

great knockdown 

for bird hunters. 
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Bushnell Elite 1 Mile CONX Combo
CONFIDENCE 

Photo by Peter Fountain
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IN A BOX
OPTICS

Accurately predicting a projectile’s path used to require reams worth of data and copious 
amounts of trial-and-error. Bushnell’s new CONX Combo eliminates all this time-consuming 
legwork and allows the shooter to get back to just focusing on the fundamentals.

BY KELLY YOUNG, Associate Editor

W ithin the sterile confi nes of an indoor range, accurate 
“point-blank” shooting isn’t terribly complex. Essentially 
it’s point and click; just place the sights where you want 
the bullet to go and then pull the trigger. Assuming 

your fundamentals are solid, your ammunition is quality and your 
fi rearm is reasonably accurate, your target will be satisfyingly 
perforated. But out in the fi eld, where the wind never seems to stop 
blowing and shots often stretch out into the curvier portions of a 
trajectory chart, putting your bullet exactly where you want it to go 
becomes much trickier.

Until fairly recently, rifl emen had to learn to compensate for 
factors such as wind defl ection and bullet drop (and even far more 
complex variables) through rough visual estimation and a lifetime of 
trial-and-error. But that also meant throwing it all out and starting 
over any time the shooter changed rifl es or even loads. With today’s 
technology, however, which utilizes the relatively new luxuries of 
laser rangefi nders and weather meters, the guesswork of shooting at 
longer ranges can be all but eliminated. One example is Bushnell’s 
new Elite 1 Mile CONX Combo that wirelessly links the two pieces of 
kit together via Bluetooth in a way that’s never been done before. 
Pairing the company’s Elite 1 Mile CONX rangefi nder with a Kestrel 
Sportsman Ballistic Weather Meter, it offers a ballistics system that 
simplifi es intricate fi ring solutions back down to point and click.

While on a late-March aoudad hunt with me in the Davis 
Mountains of West Texas, Bushnell Events Manager John Vaca called 
the system “confi dence in a box.” After having the opportunity 
to put the system to the test using a broad variety of cartridges, 
scopes, shot distances and weather conditions, I think his assess-
ment is right on the money. The notion of long-range shooting can 
be daunting to the uninitiated, but the CONX Combo makes it so 
simple that virtually any competent short-range shooter should 
be able to use the system to connect with targets as far out as his 
cartridge of choice will let him.

First, let’s take a quick look at the system’s two components. 



Once the two tools have been linked together 

and the gun’s load information has been 

entered, the CONX Combo allows the shooter 

to instantly determine the hold-overs neces-

sary to connect with his target.
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The Kestrel Sportsman’s anemometer allows 

accurate wind speed values to be taken 

within proximity of the shooter. Other 

sensors on the weather meter calculate the 

ambient temperature, humidity, altitude and 

barometric pressure—all factors that can 

infl uence a bullet in fl ight.
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BUSHNELL ELITE 1 MILE CONX COMBO

The Elite 1 Mile CONX is a 7X 26 mm 
rangefi nder that operates by emitting 
a series of invisible infrared pulses 
and then measuring the amount of 
time it takes for each pulse to refl ect 
off the target and return to the 
optical unit. It then calculates the 
distance to the target and renders it 
in the rangefi nder’s heads-up display. 
As suggested by its name, the com-
pany advertises the Elite 1 Mile CONX 
to have a maximum range of 1,760 
yds. (or one mile), providing readings 
accurate up to within a 1/2 yd.

In order to test its accuracy, I 
used the tool to fi nd the range of 
several items and then manually 
measured the actual distance—in 
each test I found the rangefi nder’s 
value to be within 8" of the mea-
sured distance. Bushnell’s rangefi nder 
also features a built-in accelerom-
eter that measures the angle from 
the user’s position to the target and 
accounts for the effects of that angle 
in its calculations. The unit fea-
tures tactile rubber texturing on its 
exterior that makes it easier to grip. 
It also runs off one CR123 battery, is 
waterproof and weighs 13.5 ozs.

Many forces act upon a projectile 
in fl ight, and the Kestrel Sportsman 
Ballistic Weather Meter was designed 
to measure virtually all of them. An 
array of sensors in and on the meter 
evaluates the ambient temperature, 
humidity, altitude and barometric 
pressure, and an anemometer located 
in the top of the Kestrel is capable of 
providing wind speed values in the 
immediate vicinity of the shooter. 

MANUFACTURER: BUSHNELL OUTDOOR 
PRODUCTS (DEPT. AR), 9200 CODY, 
OVERLAND PARK, KS 66214; 
(800) 423-3537; BUSHNELL.COM

WIDTH: 1¾"
WEIGHT: 13.5 OZS.
MAGNIFICATION: 

7X 26 MM

BATTERY: CR123 (X1)
DATA: RANGE TO TARGET, 

ANGLE TO TARGET, 
ELEVATION HOLD-
OVERS (ONCE LINKED)

MSRP: $699
($1,149 BUNDLED 
WITH WEATHER METER)

SPECS

4"

5¼"

ELITE 1 MILE CONX



79 AMERICANRIFLEMAN.ORG OCTOBER 2016

Bushnell has a long history of 
innovation when it comes to 
pairing electronics with optics, 

and the new CONX Combo system is 
another notch in the company’s belt. 
I can attest from recent experience 
that the quality and innovation 
seen in the company’s high-profi le 
introductions is also trickling down 
to the more affordable product lines. 
I recently had the opportunity to 
put Bushnell’s Trophy line to work 
by traveling to Canada in pursuit of 
spring black bear. 

Black and dark targets, especially 
furry ones like the black bears we 
hunted, have notoriously plagued 
users of laser rangefi nders in the 
past. Bushnell answered the problem 
of wavelength-absorbing colors with 
its Trophy Xtreme series rangefi nder 
by incorporating Full Spectrum 
Targeting technology. Small, com-
pact and ultra-lightweight at just 
5.3 ozs., the 4X 20 mm rangefi nder 
features enough magnifi cation to 
pinpoint distant objects and provides 
near instant feedback in a crystal 
clear viewfi nder with black digital 
readouts. The Trophy Xtreme range-
fi nder worked as advertised, and I 
quickly received readings on mul-
tiple moving targets, including the 
eight bears I encountered. Testing 
the optic unsupported by aiming at 
pure black objects out to 600 yds. 
consistently yielded trustworthy 
results. The unit has an accuracy 
rating to within 1 yd. and is capable 
of ranging from 7 to 850 yds. 
Simple and utilitarian by design, 
the Trophy Xtreme rangefi nder com-
mands a price of $299, well within 
most hunters’ budgets. 

I knew going into this hunt that I 
would be spending time in the glass 
during the waning hours of daylight. 
Having taken several other Bushnell 
products along for testing—a Trophy 
3-9X 40 mm rifl escope and the 
Trophy XLT 10X 42 mm binoculars—
I knew I would need those optical 
enhancements to fi nd targets and 
accurately fi re the .338 Federal-
chambered Savage Model 16 Weather 
Warrior I toted along. 

Glassing through dense poplar 
stands laced with stagnant water 

provided a chance to admire what 
the company is doing with its 
lenses and coatings in the Trophy 
XLT binoculars and rifl escope. It is 
worth noting that value generally 
comes with compromise, and from 
my years of experience hunting on 
a strict budget, I was familiar with 
earlier Bushnell economy products, 
and not entirely satisfi ed. Testing 
the newest Trophy line of optics, I 
found sharpness and color fi delity 
to be excellent, and easily picked 
up on small details through the 
swaying trees and shimmering 
sunlight—whether it be a duck 
strolling by, a ground squirrel or 
an approaching black bear. Another 
confi dence booster, after bouncing 
around in the cargo holds of two 
747s, customs checks, and enduring 
other rough and tumble transit, the 
$190 rifl escope remarkably held zero 
and was just four, 1/4"-clicks high 
when range-checked before hunting.

The fi rst night of the hunt 
proved I was set up in a good area. 
Just moments after legal shooting 
time, sitting unloaded and await-
ing pickup, a large mature black 
bear came to 14 yds., circled the 
bait and leisurely walked off into 
the darkness. I knew that bear 
would be back, and on the second-
to-last night of the hunt, a second 
encounter ended at 62 yds., just 10 
minutes before last light. Federal 
Premium Ammunition’s Trophy 
Copper bullet did exactly what it 
was supposed to do: drop the large 
bear with a single shot threaded 
through a small 6"x3" opening in 
diminishing light—a testament to 
gear, practice and patience.  

—CHRISTOPHER OLSEN, ASSISTANT EDITOR

BUSHNELL TROPHY XTREME: A BEAR NECESSITY

SPECS

WIDTH: 7/8"
WEIGHT: 4.7 OZS.
BATTERY: LITHIUM AA (X1)
DATA: WIND SPEED, ALTITUDE, 

TEMPERATURE, HUMIDITY, BARO-
METRIC PRESSURE, ELEVATION 
HOLD-OVERS (ONCE LINKED)

MSRP: $419 ($1,149 BUNDLED 
WITH LASER RANGEFINDER)

SPORTSMAN 
BALLISTIC WEATHER 
METER

1¾"

5"

MANUFACTURER: KESTREL METERS

(DEPT. AR), 2241 COLE ST.,
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009; 
(248) 270-8898;
KESTRELMETERS.COM

Windage information along the entire 
fl ight path of the projectile would be 
ideal, but wind values in close prox-
imity to the shooter are still valuable 
to have, as it is early in the shot that 
the wind has the greatest capacity to 
knock a bullet off course.

The Kestrel Sportsman runs on a 
single lithium AA battery and weighs 
only 4.7 ozs. Both the weather meter 
and the rangefi nder wear the same 
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BUSHNELL ELITE 1 MILE CONX COMBO

Coyote Brown fi nish, each can be 
mounted to the top of a tripod, and 
a wind vane mount comes with the 
combo. Although now offered as a 
bundle, the two components can be 
purchased separately, and the Elite 
1 Mile CONX will connect with any 
Kestrel Sportsman or Elite models that 
feature the Link system. Bushnell’s 
rangefi nder can also wirelessly link via 
Bluetooth with nearly any smartphone 
equipped with the company’s free 
CONX ballistic app.

So how does the system work? It 
is simultaneously mind-numbingly 
complex and effortlessly simple. 
Remember all those forces that affect 
a projectile in fl ight? The CONX 
Combo’s intricate ballistic algorithms 
provide a shooting solution in an 
instant, allowing the shooter to for-
get about those variables completely 
and get back to focusing on the 
fundamentals. With the system com-
puting hold-overs immediately in the 
fi eld, all that’s left for the shooter to 

do is to skillfully execute the adjust-
ments. The unit’s ballistic software, 
provided by Applied Ballistics, can 
even account for additional advanced 
factors such as aerodynamic jump, 
spin drift and the Coriolis effect.

It all sounds more diffi cult than run-
ning the equipment actually is. First, 
input the load and equipment data 
into the Kestrel. Required information 
includes: the load’s muzzle velocity, 
ballistic coeffi cient, bullet weight, bul-
let diameter, bullet length, drag model, 
the range at which the gun’s scope was 
zeroed, the barrel’s twist rate and the 
scope’s height over bore and adjustment 
click values (the system works equally 
well with m.o.a.- and milliradian-adjust-
able scopes). Most of this information 
can be found on the ammunition box 
or the manufacturer’s website, and the 
Kestrel Sportsman can store up to three 
unique gun/ammunition profi les in its 
memory at once (the Elite can hold 10).

Once the load information has 
been entered and the CONX and 

Kestrel have been linked together—a 
process that takes only seconds—the 
system is ready to go shooting. Out 
in the fi eld, all that’s necessary is for 
the shooter to use the weather meter 
to capture the current environmental 
conditions and take a wind read-
ing, and then use the rangefi nder 
to determine the distance to the 
target. As the target is lased, both the 
rangefi nder’s HUD and the Kestrel’s 
display will provide the necessary 
elevation adjustment for the scope 
being used. In addition, the weather 
meter will also provide holds for both 
5- and 10-mph full-value winds—just 
extrapolate to determine the right 
hold for the shot’s particular wind 
conditions. As the target’s distance 
changes, using the CONX again to 

The author used Bushnell’s CONX Combo to good effect 

during a spring aoudad hunt in West Texas. Although 

the shot was taken at a range far closer than initially 

anticipated, the shooting solution provided by the 

system was right on the money.

continued on p. 106

After a target has been lased using a linked Elite 1 Mile CONX, the unit’s heads-up display 

(r.) will provide, in addition to the target’s range, the amount of elevation adjustment 

necessary to input into the scope in order for an accurate shot on that target to be taken.
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STEP 1: Input load data

STEP 2: Capture current environmentals

STEP 3: Lase the target

STEP 4: Make scope adjustments

STEP 5: Take the shot

PRECISION MADE SIMPLE
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HANDGUN

lthough largely recognized as a big-game hunter with a penchant 
for big-bore rifl es, Ernest Hemingway also held certain small-
bore chamberings in high esteem. In particular, he favored the 
.22 Long Rifl e, for which he once claimed boldly, “… standing 
in one corner of a boxing ring with a .22 caliber Colt automatic 
pistol, shooting a bullet weighing only 40 grains and with a 
striking energy of 51 foot pounds at 25 feet from the muzzle, I 
will guarantee to kill either Gene Tunney or Joe Louis before 

they get to me from the opposite corner.” It was certainly strange 
indeed that the old master used this macabre scenario to illustrate 
his implicit faith in the .22 caliber, but he obviously wanted to 
emphasize his point.

Hemingway followed with this admonition, “The rifl e and the pistol 
are still the equalizer when one man is more of a man than another, 
and if … he is really smart … he will get a permit to carry one and 
then drop around to Abercrombie & Fitch (New York gun shop) and buy 
himself a .22 caliber Colt automatic pistol, Woodsman model, with a 
fi ve-inch barrel and a box of shells. This is the smallest caliber pistol 
cartridge made; but it is also one of the most accurate and easy to hit 
with, since the pistol has no recoil.” 

Ironically, and in direct contradiction to Hemingway’s claims about 
the .22 caliber’s capabilities, just recently a Florida man accidentally 
wounded himself while cleaning his .22 handgun—it was three days 
later before he discovered blood on his shirt and realized he’d previ-
ously shot himself. The incident raised many questions, and eyebrows, 
to be sure, but the police investigating the mishap determined it was 
an accident and did not fi le charges. As the old saying goes, “You’ve 
gotta be tough, if you’re gonna be stupid.”

Photo by Karl Ronstrom

Colt’s venerable Woodsman is an American rimfi re icon, 
and it’s right at home anywhere you take it—
even on safari in Africa.

BY JOE COOGAN

A Very Special
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Horn of the Hunter by Robert Ruark is 

regarded as one of the greatest hunting books 

ever written. And it would not have happened 

without the owner of this very special Colt 

Woodsman, Harry Selby, who carried the pistol 

daily on nearly a half-century of safaris.
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Clearly, Hemingway’s opinion of the .22 Long Rifl e was 
pushing the envelope of reality, but what he did get right 
was his recommendation to buy a Colt Woodsman. He 
owned at least three Woodsmans, the fi rst of which was a 
First Series Target model with a 65⁄8" barrel made in 1919, 
which can be seen in a 1920 photo of Hemingway wear-
ing it in a shoulder rig while fi shing in Michigan. He later 
purchased a pair of Second Series Match Target Woodsmans 
with 6" slab-sided barrels and checkered walnut grips from 
Abercrombie & Fitch in June 1953. He was on his way to 
East Africa on his second safari and, undoubtedly, one or 
both of the Woodsmans were part of his safari battery.

Hemingway’s second safari took place during the peak 
of the Mau Mau Uprising in Kenya. In spite of sugges-
tions that he carry his Woodsman on safari for purposes of 
self-defense, Hemingway used his little Colt mostly against 
camp pests, such as jackals and even scorpions crawling 
out of the fi rewood. 

Hemingway never mentions having a pistol in The 
Green Hills of Africa, but alludes to a .22-cal. pistol in Big 
Two-Hearted River, one of his most popular stories. While 
Hemingway never dropped big game with his Woodsman, he 
still favored it as an all-purpose sidearm, and it stands as a 
unique and often-overlooked part of the Nobel laureate’s gun 
collection. Interestingly, one of Hemingway’s Second Series 
Match Target Woodsmans, along with a leather holster and 
corroborating paperwork, sold at auction in October 2007, 
fetching just under $11,000. A Woodsman’s value only goes 
up with time, and I would guess that today Hemingway’s 
Colt would bring substantially more than that.

Though handy with .22-cal. pistols and revolvers from 
my early plinking days, it wasn’t until the mid-70s that I 

became familiar with the Woodsman. That happened to be 
a few years before the Woodsman’s 62-year production run 
ended. At the time, I worked for Ker, Downey & Selby (KDS) 
Safaris in Botswana, and my boss, none other than Harry 
Selby, happened to own the Woodsman. Selby is a true gun 
afi cionado, having grown up on a farm in Kenya where he 
collected birds and small game for the family’s larder from 
the age of 8 with a .22 Long Rifl e-chambered bolt-action. 
His love and respect for the .22 caliber began early and has 
lasted throughout his life—he still owns that original .22 
rifl e with which he shot his fi rst game.

He came by the Colt Woodsman in 1962, when clients 
left it with him at the end of their Kenya safari. During its 
“baptism-by-safari,” the Colt pistol was used for general 
plinking fun and for collecting small game such as dik-dik 
and guinea fowl for the pot. Selby was impressed with the 
Colt’s performance and, by the end of the safari, he had 
gained much respect for the little semi-automatic, so the 
family was pleased to present the Woodsman to Selby as a 
gift upon their departure.

When Selby moved to Botswana the following year, 
he shipped all of his fi rearms to his new home in Maun, 
which included the diminutive Woodsman pistol among 
an impressive array of both big- and small-bore rifl es 
and shotguns. During the next 40 years of conducting 
safaris in Botswana, among the many fi rearms he owned, 
the two guns that Selby never left home without were 
his .416 Rigby and the Colt Woodsman. 

On one occasion, when he needed to resolve a problem 
in camp, Selby remembers thinking his Woodsman was the 
gun for the job. Selby and his client were hunting out of 
Splash Camp, located beside a fl ow of water near a small 

For many years the author and Harry Selby (r.) worked together as professional hunters at Ker, Downey & Selby Safaris in Botswana, and 

they remain friends to this day. Like his .416 Rigby magazine rifl e, Selby’s Woodsman was his constant companion, and was used 

to hunt small game for the camp pot, plink during quiet times and administer the coup de grace on wounded game.

Photos by Joe Coogan
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lagoon on the edge of the Okavango Delta. During dinner 
one evening, Moffet, the waiter, came to tell Selby that 
Shu Shu, the skinner, wanted to talk to him. Selby found 
this request quite amusing as Shu Shu was both deaf and 
dumb. Although Shu Shu could neither hear nor speak, he 
communicated effectively in other unique and demonstra-
tive ways, but Selby insisted that Moffet tell him what was 
going on. It transpired that Shu Shu had seen signs of a 
kwena (crocodile) lurking in close proximity to the camp’s 
skinning area. Extremely protective of the skins and horns 
in his charge, Shu Shu had set a trap that snagged the 
croc. Now it needed to be dispatched.

Selby, assuming the perpetrator would be your com-
mon seven- or eight-footer, sent Moffet to his tent to fetch 
the Woodsman, fi guring a brain shot from the .22 was just 
the ticket to eliminate the nuisance and end the croc’s 
troubles. Selby and his client, followed by an entourage 
of camp staff, marched over to the skinning area where 
Shu Shu waited. Shu Shu then led the group around to 
the back of the skinning area and pointed to a stretch of 
wire extending into some grass at the water’s edge. The 
fi rst thing Selby noticed when he shone his fl ashlight on 
the 8-gauge wire was that it was extremely taut. When his 
eyes followed the light beam down the wire and focused 
on what lay there, Selby got the fright of his life. There, 
straining at the end of the wire, lay an absolute monster 
crocodile. The wire seemed ready to snap, having been 
pulled and tugged against by all of the sizeable brute’s 
tremendous strength and force. There is no doubt this croc 
could easily have been a man-eater, with the girth of his 
stomach as big around as a buffalo’s.

“Good Lord! This is no .22 croc!” Selby exclaimed to his 
client, and then turned to Moffet to ask him to run to get 
his .416 Rigby. He hoped the wire would hold long enough 
for Moffet to return with his rifl e. It did, and with a single 
.416 shot to the brain, Shu Shu’s croc concerns were over. 
Selby remembers the Woodsman feeling ridiculously small 
in his hand when he fi rst glimpsed the monster croc—he 
felt much better taking ahold of his .416 Rigby. 

Another useful duty for Selby’s Woodsman was to 
administer the coup de grace when an animal was down, 

but not yet dead. You could tell 
which of Selby’s clients were good 
shots by looking at the backs of the skulls in 
the skinning shed. When many of the skulls col-
lected by any particular client displayed a discreet 
little .22-cal. hole behind the horns, you could draw 
your own conclusions.

Selby and I conducted a number of memorable safaris 
together, and if ever we met up for lunch in the fi eld with 
our clients, it usually meant a friendly little shooting com-
petition with the Woodsman, dispatching any overly ripe 
fruit from the lunch box in a spray of juice and pulp. Those 
shooting sessions kick-started my own interest in owning 
a Woodsman and, during the next off-season, I located and 
bought my own—a cherry, new-in-box Third Series Sport 
Model Woodsman that had never been fi red. Like eating 
potato chips, one is never enough, and over the next couple 
of dozen years, I kept a sharp eye out for any Woodsmans in 
good condition that I could fi nd at a fair price, and eventu-
ally accumulated a modest collection of representative target 
and sport model Woodsmans from all three series.

The Colt Woodsman sprang from a design by John Moses 
Browning in 1915. During the fi rst two decades of the 
century, Browning designed the larger Colt Models 1900 
and 1902, as well as the Models 1903 and 1908 Pocket 
Hammerless and the Vest Pocket pistol. Too, he designed 
the most famous of Colt handguns, the Government Model or 
M1911. These guns ranged in caliber from .25 ACP to .45 ACP, 
and were all made for the purposes of self-defense or mili-
tary and law enforcement use. What the company needed 
to complete its handgun offerings was a good rimfi re target 
pistol. And that is just what Browning came up with. 

The new .22 semi-automatic pistol was an exercise in 
simplicity. Browning started with a fi xed barrel attached 
to a straight-blowback action, meaning that the barrel was 
threaded solidly to the forged-steel frame. This ensured that 
as long as it was aligned properly in production, it couldn’t 
be knocked loose later. The back of the frame included a 

The author’s passion for the Woodsman began with shooting the 

Colt owned and carried by Harry Selby. The Selby gun is a Third 

Series Sport Model with a 4½" barrel and optional walnut stocks. 

A favorite of Ernest Hemingway—

he owned at least three of them—

the Colt Woodsman was the gunmaker’s fi rst 

.22 target pistol. Based on Browning patents, 

it was made from 1915 until 1977. 
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removable slide that held the main-
spring housing, striker-style fi ring pin 
and a spring-loaded extractor.

The pistol was fed from a single-
stack, 10-shot-capacity magazine 
that was inserted into the pistol grip 
and held there by a European-style 
heel release. While it was unlike 
Browning to do this, considering that 
he had already designed several semi-
automatic pistols with push-button 
magazine releases, including Colt’s 
M1911, it did make the gun bilateral 
and easy to load or unload while wear-
ing gloves. The trigger guard was also 
large enough to accommodate a gloved 
fi nger if needed. Since the gun was 
promoted as a sidearm for farmers, 
ranchers and woodsmen, these were 
welcomed features.

A drift-adjustable rear sight and 
elevation-adjustable front sight was 
inlet directly into the gun. With a 
long sight radius over the 65⁄8" thin 

barrel, these sights helped make the 
gun exceptionally accurate. A thin 
trigger with very short travel reduced 
the possibility of an inexperienced 
shooter jerking it, which also helped 
with accuracy. Checkered walnut 
stocks covered an angled grip frame 
similar to the one found on Luger’s 
Parabellum pistol—popular among 
both military and target shooters at 
the time. Overall length was 10½" and 
total weight with a loaded magazine 
was less than 2 lbs. Browning pre-
sented his gun to Colt, which received 
it enthusiastically and sold it as the 
simply titled “Colt .22 Automatic 
Pistol” starting in 1915.

Over the course of its production his-
tory, three series of the Colt Woodsman 
evolved, with each offering three 
different models—Target, Sport and 
Match Target, which corresponded to 
three basic frame designs. Originally, the 
Sport Model had a 4½" round barrel, the 
Target Model had a 65⁄8" round barrel 
and the Match Target Model featured 
a heavy, fl at-sided 65⁄8" barrel. In the 
post-war versions the barrel lengths 
were either 4½" or 6". 

First Series (1915–1947) refers to 
all the pistols built on the S-frame 
as it existed prior to and during 
World War II. The Target Model was 
the base model of the Woodsman 
and featured a 65⁄8" barrel with a 
step-down shoulder at the rear 
of the straight, no-taper “pencil 
barrel.” The sights were adjust-
able, both front and rear. In 1927, 
the “Woodsman” name was added 
to the model with the pistols 
made prior to that referred to 
as “pre-Woodsmans.” The Sport 
Model was introduced in 1933, 
featuring a 4½" barrel and 
designed as a fi eld sidearm for 
hiking and camping activities. 
The Match Target Model made 
its debut in 1938 and featured a 
heavier barrel with a one-piece 
wrap-around grip known as the 
“elephant ear.” A “Bullseye” 
icon was roll-marked into the 

slide, and the gun was nicknamed the 
“Bullseye Match Target.” 

In 1941, as the United States 
entered World War II, Colt ceased civil-
ian production of the Woodsman, hav-
ing sold an estimated 690,000 of the 
pistols in three different variants by 
then. But, as late as 1945, delivering 
4,000 Match Target models to the U.S. 
government marked with a government 
cartouche and U.S. markings, they 
served for decades before they were 
passed along to the surplus market.

Second Series (1947–1955) 
Woodsmans include all versions built 
on the second S-frame design. Colt 
resumed production of the Woodsman 
in 1947 with three models remaining 
similar, but built on a longer, heavier 
frame and incorporating a magazine 
safety, automatic slide-stop and push-
button magazine release located at 
the rear of the trigger guard. Special 
versions were made for the U.S. Marine 
Corps (100 Match Target Models 
and 2,500 Sport Models); U.S. Air 
Force (925 Target Models); and U.S. 
Coast Guard (75 Match Target Models). 
The Air Force models had no special 
markings, and most were sold as 
surplus through the Director of Civilian 
Marksmanship Program. The bulk of the 
Marine and Coast Guard versions were 
destroyed and sold as scrap metal.

Third Series (1955–1977) refers to the 
Woodsman’s third S-frame design change. 
The three models again remained similar, 
but the markings, grips and sights under-
went slight changes. The most signifi cant 
change was relocating the magazine 
release from the rear of the trigger guard 
back to the heel of the grip as on the 
First Series. In 1960, walnut stocks 
with a thumb rest became optional, 
in place of the standard black plastic 
stocks. Three very similar economy 
models were produced during this 
time, which included the Challenger, 
the Huntsman and the Targetsman 
models, equipped with fi xed sights. 

During its six-decade production, 
Colt’s Woodsman set the bar high with 
many brands following its lead. Had 

The original Bechuanaland Protectorate (present-day Botswana) Arms Certifi cate 

gives the serial number of Harry Selby’s Third Series Woodsman as 198984-5, but 

the suffi x is actually an “S” not a “5.”
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the Woodsman never been designed, 
one can only imagine what the rimfire 
pistol market would look like today. The 
value of a “typical” shooting-grade Colt 
Woodsman continues to climb with each 
year, and owing to the nature of their 
construction, these guns continue to 
shoot remarkably well. 

Last year, I had a chance to visit 
Selby at his home in Maun and wish 
him well on the celebration of his 90th 
birthday. We chatted and reminisced 
about the safaris we did together 
during Botswana’s “good old days,” 
and, of course, the croc escapade 
with Selby’s Woodsman was retold 
and fondly remembered. All of us had 
a good laugh about the “not-a-.22 
croc” of Splash Camp. Then Selby 
fetched the little .22 pistol, unzipped 
it from the pistol rug that contained 
it, and handed it to me. It was a 
treat to once again hold and admire 
the venerable Colt. As I studied each 
character mark and scuff on the Third 
Series Sport model with walnut grips 
in my hand, Selby asked if I would 
like to have the Woodsman. 

“You’ve always admired my 
Woodsman, and I know how much 
you like the pistol. I know it will be 
in good company with your other 
Woodsmans,” Selby said. “These days 
it’s spending too much time in a gun 
safe, and I know you’ll provide the 
kind of exercise it needs and enjoys.”

It took a minute for me to regis-
ter the enormity of what Selby was 
suggesting. Yes, Selby’s Woodsman 
would be in very fine company, but 
the other guns would pale in the 
shadow of this very special Woodsman 
that had spent so many years in the 
African bush, carried on countless 
safaris in the hands of Harry Selby, 
one of Africa’s most well-known and 
most respected professional hunters. 

“I would be honored, Harry, to 
have your Woodsman. Thank you 
more than I can say!” was all I could 
muster at the moment—it did not 
seem nearly adequate. Even now, to 
say that it’s an honor and a privilege 
to possess such a gun does not begin 
to describe the pride that I feel when 
I hold Selby’s revered and safari-
proven Colt Woodsman. 

 MAX STORAGE IN AN ULTRA-SLEEK DESIGN
 MISSION CONFIGURABLE 

W/ S.T.R.I.K.E WEBBING
 CAN BE WORN LIKE A BACKPACK OR 

ATTACHED DIRECTLY TO PALS/MOLLE 
ARMOR CARRIERS AND VESTS

 DESIGN OPTIMIZED THROUGH YEARS OF 
OPERATOR INPUT

TO SEE MORE, VISIT BLACKHAWK.COM/CYANE

CYANE™ DYNAMIC PACK

           We asked our troops what they needed  
          most, and they answered, “SOCKS!” Your 
donation will be used to purchase socks and  
ship them to our brave American Heroes  
in harm’s way.

scmsg.org

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY  
TO SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!

Donate Online Now 
to Socks for Heroes     
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Plinkers and varminters will 
rejoice that Browning’s foray 
into ammunition includes rimfire 

offerings, which are a welcome boost 
to a market with seemingly insa-
tiable demand. Browning Performance 
Rimfire (BPR) was launched with three 
initial offerings, all .22 Long Rifle car-
tridges, including a 40-gr. round-nose 
load, a 40-gr. hollow-point and, per-
haps most interesting of all, a 37-gr. 
load featuring a fragmenting bullet. 
As of this writing, the two 40-gr. 
loads were available for testing, and I 
hope the fragmenting load—company 
information touts its reliable four-
piece segmented design—is soon to 
follow as it would seem to be ideal for 
dispatching small, non-edible pests.

The round-nose target load is 
exactly what I expected of value-
priced .22 Long Rifle ammunition 
intended for high-volume range 
seasons. The 40-gr. lead bullets are 
finished with a black oxide coating 
to enhance lubricity and improve 
function in semi-automatic firearms. 
Though turbulence in the rimfire 
market over the past few years has 
caused local pricing and the supply of 
ammunition to vary greatly across the 
country, Browning suggests a retail of 
less than $0.07 per round. Similarly, 

ensure a hunter’s reach is both long 
and lethal. In these 20- and 12-ga. 
loadings the payloads ride in a wad 
designed expressly for long-range 
energy retention and pattern integ-
rity, a bonus whether the birds are 
taxiing in or circling the far edge of 
the decoys.

Patterning on paper at 40 yds. with 
a sampling from all three sub-brands 
showed uniform pellet distribution 
that met or bettered standard choke 
percentages. In particular, the BXD 
Waterfowl exceeded my pattern expec-
tations. Inspection of shot charges 
from each of the patterned loads 

Performance Rimfire
BY JOSEPH L. KURTENBACH, Managing Editor

continued on p. 102

BROWNING AMMUNITION
continued from p. 75

STOP ANY THREAT...
DEAD IN ITS TRACKS!

Made in Texas     by Texans.
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Comes 
with 

Driving 
Holster

Shoots 
both.45LC 
and .410 
shotshell

As seen 
on Glenn 
Beck TV
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FREE Product Guide 

at BondArms.com 

or call 817-573-4445

B
O

N
D ARM

S

    PAT RI OT

www.LymanProducts.com
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Silhouette,   
Small Bore Rifle, 
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separately.

Pick Your Target

For all rimfire calibers and air rifles

AR400 Steel Construction

Easy assembly and break down

Quick Setup
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200 Yard Remote Range

The Auto-Advance Remote Control 
Target System scrolls the included 50 
foot Bullseye target roll with the push of 
a button. So spend less time walking 
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turned up very few flattened or out-
of-round pellets, indicating stringent 
quality control to complement the 
overall shot quality and consistency. 
The pattern results are an indica-
tor also of wad performance, and 
Browning says the waterfowl loads 
benefit from an “aerodynamically sta-
bilized” wad. Though no wingshooting 
seasons were open during this initial 
test period, I was pleased with sport-
ing clays scores fired with BPT loads 
in both 12 and 20 gauge.

In this introductory year, 
Browning Ammunition shotshells 
are mostly focused on high-interest 

applications (plus paying court to 
16-ga. shooters). The hunting loads 
are pegged to the premise that speed 
kills and kills at longer distances, 
thus reflecting the Utah-based firm’s 
popular Hell’s Canyon Speed line, 
though not directly part of it. The 
target loads are all about competing 
at high levels without overspending 
to do so. You can’t miss the familiar 
Buckmark embossed in gold on the 
black hulls or the Buckmark head-
stamp, but genuine performance 
markers are what make this a smart 
startup in the highly competitive 
shotshell market. 

.22 LONG RIFLE 
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY

(FT.-LBS.)
GROUP SIZE (INCHES)

SMALLEST        LARGEST        AVERAGE

BROWNING  
PERFORMANCE 
RIMFIRE 40-GR. HP

1367 AVG.
17 SD

166 1.23 1.47 1.33

BROWNING  
PERFORMANCE 
RIMFIRE 40-GR. RN

1228 AVG.
23 SD

134 0.96 1.54 1.14

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 1.24

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 SHOTS FROM AN 18.5" BARREL OVER A 
CALDWELL G2 CHRONOGRAPH AT 15 FT. ACCURACY RESULTS FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, 10-SHOT 
GROUPS AT 50 YDS. FROM A CHAMPION RIFLE REST. TEMPERATURE: 75° F. HUMIDITY: 57%. 
ABBREVIATIONS: HP (HOLLOW POINT), RN (ROUND NOSE), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

SHOOTING RESULTS (50 YDS.) 
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DOPE BAG MOSSBERG
MVP LR TACTICAL

Originally introduced by Mossberg 
as the Varmint (2011) and 
Predator (2012) rifl es—together, 

the MVP line—the 5.56x45 mm NATO-
chambered, bolt-action duo has given 
rise to an entire family of long guns, 
thoughtfully equipped for myriad roles 
including, but certainly not limited 
to, their namesake hunting pursuits. 
Models chambered for 7.62x51 mm 
NATO (.308 Win.) were introduced in 
2013, giving the line access to the 
renowned big game/utility cartridge, 
and, with few exceptions, MVP rifl e 
models can be had in either of the 
NATO chamberings. Given the line’s 
purpose-driven designs and service-
caliber chamberings, not to mention 
Mossberg’s military and law enforce-
ment heritage, it was probably a safe 
bet that tactical models would also 
be cataloged under the MVP banner 
eventually. One such rifl e, the MVP LR 
Tactical, is the subject of this review.

Exploring the rifl e’s nomenclature 
reveals a very accurate description of 
the MVP LR Tactical’s characteristics. 
Just as MVP is shorthand for Mossberg 
Varmint and Predator, LR rifl es are so 
designated to denote features that 
facilitate long range shooting—pri-
marily the barrel contour and stock 
design. The category is further divided 
to include a Tactical rifl e that retains 
staple features of the MVP line and the 
LR model, but has been shortened and 
streamlined to meet the needs, and 
fi t the constraints, of a duty or patrol 
rifl e (not to be confused with the MVP 

Patrol family of rifl es, a separate subset 
with their own distinctive features). 

Our test rifl e is the 7.62 mm version 
of the LR Tactical—a 5.56 mm model 
is also available. The MVP line origi-
nally distinguished itself by offering a 
bolt-operated action capable of feeding 
from a standard AR-15-style magazine. 
The 7.62 mm variants followed suit by 
accepting and feeding from SR25 and 
M1A/M14-style magazines. This com-
patibility is accomplished by pairing an 
innovative magazine well and latch with 
Mossberg’s MVP 7.62 mm Dual Push bolt 
design. The former is a polymer unit 
that drops into the stock and features a 
magazine release tab at the front right 
corner of the well. Pressing the release 
rearward simultaneously retracts both 
a forward lug—designed to engage the 
“hook” port on a M14 magazine—and 
the left-rear lug that secures SR25-style 
magazines. The arrangement allows for 
straight, upward insertion of both types 
of magazine, even dispensing with the 

“hook-and-rock” technique associated 
with the M14. 

The MVP 7.62 mm Dual Push bolt is, 
at fi rst glance, a typical two-lug, push-
feed bolt arrangement with a spiral-
fl uted body and a handle that angles 
slightly rearward and is capped by a 
heavy-duty knob—0.88" in diameter 
with fi ve grip-improving grooves run-
ning the circumference. But the bolt’s 
face is somewhat of a combination of 
AR-10 and M14 features. It possesses 
two opposed locking lugs, the right of 
which houses the sliding-plate-style 
extractor and features a channel cutout 
that interfaces with an internal guide 
rail running the length of the action 
and forming the bottom edge of the 
ejection port. Two small cartridge-
guide lugs protrude from the bottom of 
the bolt’s face—reminiscent of an AR 
bolt face—to feed fresh rounds from 
staggered-column magazines, regardless 
of the cartridge’s position. The assembly 
also uses a plunger-style ejector, located 

Features distinguishing the MVP LR Tactical from other models of the 

line include: a green, sporter stock; an adjustable comb; a relatively 

short, threaded, medium-contour barrel; and the Williams sights.



91 AMERICANRIFLEMAN.ORG OCTOBER 2016

at about the 7-o’clock position when 
the bolt is out of battery.

Features common to the MVP LR 
models are a threaded, medium-contour 
barrel and a stock with an adjustable 
comb—on the standard rifl es the former 
is 20" long and features straight fl ut-
ing while the latter is a wood product 
covered in a green, textured paint and 
possessing a very pronounced pistol grip. 
The MVP LR Tactical is shortened and 
streamlined, with a 16.25" non-fl uted 
barrel and a sportier stock that retains 
the fi nish and adjustable comb, but has 
a more open pistol grip. The barrel is 
threaded at the muzzle, 5/8x24, and 
comes with a knurled thread protector.

Optimizing its utility in the fi eld, 
the rifl e’s stock has three studs—two 
forward, one aft—for attaching a sling 
and bipod. The comb assembly has two 
smooth pillars and one central screw 
that align with corresponding vertical 
holes in the stock, and retention for the 
adjustable cheekrest is provided by a 
spring-tensioned ring inside the center 

hole, which is grooved to engage the 
threads of the screw. The comb can be 
raised, about 1", by depressing a button 
on the right side of the buttstock and 
pulling up on the cheekrest. The system 
looks clean and refi ned, and we found 
it was easy to use, but at its maximum 
height the cheekrest is a bit unstable, 
rocking slightly fore and aft.

The MVP LR Tactical also distin-
guishes itself with the addition of 
Williams adjustable iron sights. The 
arrangement includes a fully adjust-
able open rear sight, mounted about 
11" back from the muzzle, and a fi xed 
front sight with a red fi ber-optic pipe. 
The confi guration is very similar to 
those found on guide guns or danger-
ous game rifl es. Additionally, and more 
appropriate for the LR designation, 
there is 6" of Picatinny rail above the 
receiver for mounting magnifi ed optics. 
Finally, the rifl e’s controls are pretty 
straightforward: magazine release 
and comb adjustment as previously 
described, a thumb safety at the right 

rear of the receiver—the forward “fi re” 
position reveals a red indicator—and 
a bolt release latch at the left rear of 
the receiver. It’s worth noting that the 
safety blocks the trigger, but does not 
prevent manipulation of the bolt.

Evaluators were able to put the 
MVP LR Tactical through its paces, 
both in the fi eld and at the range. 
Topped with an EOTech holographic 
sight and 5X magnifi er, and shooting 
Nosler .308 Win. loads with 168-gr. 
E-Tip bullets, the rifl e was used to 
take a nice bull elk near Ennis, Mont. 
Our hunter praised the rifl e, short 
and stout as it is, for its excellent 
handling and portability, especially 
in heavy timber and dense vegeta-
tion. At the range, using American 
Rifl eman protocol, the gun performed 
well, but never with the tack-driving 
accuracy we had hoped for. Overall, 
we found the rifl e to be capable, 
handy in the fi eld, and versatile 
thanks to its combination of preci-
sion- and patrol-oriented features. 

.308 WIN.
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 15'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY

(FT.-LBS.)
GROUP SIZE (INCHES)

SMALLEST      LARGEST      AVERAGE

FEDERAL

AMERICAN EAGLE

150-GR. FMJ BT

2646 AVG.
20 SD

2,323 1.08 3.58 2.14

HORNADY 
CUSTOM LITE

125-GR. SST

2374 AVG. 
14 SD

1,564 1.06 2.40 1.82

NOSLER

165-GR. BT
2523 AVG.

19 SD

2,332 0.94 2.24 1.64

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 1.87

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 SHOTS FROM A 16.25" BARREL OVER A 
CALDWELL G2 CHRONOGRAPH AT 15 FT. ACCURACY RESULTS FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT 
GROUPS AT 100 YDS. FROM A CHAMPION RIFLE REST. TEMPERATURE: 75° F. HUMIDITY: 57%. 
ABBREVIATIONS: BT (BALLISTIC TIP), FMJ BT (FULL METAL JACKET, BOATTAIL),
SD (STANDARD DEVIATION), SST (SUPER SHOCK TIP).

SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.) 

MANUFACTURER: O.F. MOSSBERG & SONS, INC. (DEPT. AR), 7 GRASSO AVE., NORTH HAVEN, CT 06473; (203) 230-5300; MOSSBERG.COM

SPECS

0.13 TO 1.13"

37.75"

16.25"13.25"

1.06"

CHAMBERING: 7.62X51 MM NATO
(.308 WIN.)

ACTION TYPE: BOLT-ACTION, CENTER-FIRE 
REPEATING RIFLE

RECEIVER: MATTE-BLACK CARBON STEEL

BARREL: MEDIUM CONTOUR, SIX-GROOVE, 
1:10" RH TWIST; 5/8X24 THREADED 
MUZZLE

MAGAZINE: SR25 OR M14-STYLE

DETACHABLE BOX; 10-ROUND CAPACITY

SIGHTS: WILLIAMS ADJUSTABLE OPEN SIGHTS, 
PICATINNY RAIL

TRIGGER: LIGHTNING BOLT ACTION ADJUST-
ABLE; 2-LB., 8-OZ. PULL

WEIGHT: 7 LBS., 8 OZS.
ACCESSORIES: OWNER’S MANUAL, ONE 

PMAG 10 LR/SR 10-ROUND

MAGAZINE, LOCK 
MSRP: $945
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MARLIN
MODEL 1895GSBL

Broad interest in the .45-70 Gov’t 
has waxed and waned repeatedly 
during its 130-year existence, 

but this bruiser of a cartridge has 
never died out completely thanks 
to support by a small but dedicated 
group of die-hard big-bore afi cionados 
and to the range of interesting fi re-
arms chambered in it. From trapdoors 
to lever guns, single-shots to Gatlings, 
many different actions have played 
host to the .45-70 over the years.

But while most of these platforms 
have long since come and gone, 
Marlin’s Model 1895 is not only still 
alive and kicking, it remains one of 
the company’s best sellers. Over the 
decades, many iterations of the Model 
1895 have been produced—varying 
mainly in terms of their barrel lengths, 
capacities and features—but in 2015, 
Marlin introduced what it designed to 
be the toughest, most weather-resis-
tant variant yet: the Model 1895GSBL.

Although the green-and-black 
color scheme of the 1895GSBL may 
seem a bit unorthodox to many 
lever-action fans (traditionally a very 
orthodox bunch), the gun’s inter-
nals will be very familiar to those 
who have experience with other 
modern Model 1895s. Rather than 
start from the ground up with the 
GSBL, the engineers at Marlin chose 
instead to make a number of tweaks 
and improvements to the company’s 
already successful SBL model.

Remarkably similar to the design 
fi rst introduced back in 1895, the 
GSBL is a lever-action repeater that 
functionally resembles Marlin’s Model 
336. Cartridges are fed into the rifl e 
via a loading port on the right side 
of the stainless steel receiver and are 
housed inside a tubular magazine 
mounted beneath the barrel. The 
magazine extends to just shy of the 
muzzle, and has room for six .45-70 
rounds. The lever’s downstroke drops 
the locking block and draws the cylin-
drical bolt rearward, simultaneously 
cocking the hammer while the bolt-
mounted extractor pulls the spent 
case from the chamber and the ejector 
expels it through the right-side ejec-
tion port. Concurrently, a cartridge 

is released from the magazine and 
is loaded onto a carrier. During the 
upstroke, the carrier lifts the cartridge 
into position where it can be pushed 
into battery by the returning bolt.

Like the rest of Marlin’s big-bore 
series, the Model 1895GSBL features 
a solid-top receiver, which makes for 
much simpler mounting of an optic 
compared to the various open-top lever-
action designs, and the rifl e’s receiver is 
drilled and tapped for such a purpose. 
An off-set hammer spur comes standard 
with the gun, and permits cocking of 
the hammer without potential interfer-
ence from a low-mounted scope.

The gun’s round barrel measures 
18.5", giving the GSBL a compact 
overall length of less than 37". A big 
loop lever provides plenty of room for 
shooters with large hands or those 
wearing gloves, and the pistol grip 
stock is ergonomically contoured 
to place the wrist in a comfortable 
position. The fi rearm’s 3/4" rubber 
buttpad is slightly curved in order to 
hug the shoulder and is checkered to 
provide a non-skid surface. All Marlin 
center-fi re lever-actions since 1984 
have had a crossbolt safety in the rear 
of the receiver above the trigger, and 
the GSBL is no exception.

The Marlin 1895GSBL’s receiver is drilled-and-tapped for the installation of an optic, and the rifl e 

ships with an off-set hammer spur so that such a scope doesn’t interfere with the hammer.
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The Model 1895GSBL’s metal parts 
owe their blackened fi nish to a ferritic 
nitrocarburizing (FNC) process that fur-
ther hardens the stainless steel, while 
also increasing its corrosion resistance. 
As it is a case-hardening process and 
not a coating, the FNC treatment has 
no impact on part tolerances. Whereas 
the SBL model utilized a ghost-ring rear 
sight and a scout rail, Marlin decided to 
supply the GSBL instead with Williams 
Fire Sights to help facilitate quick 
target acquisition and low-light use. The 
light-gathering, green fi ber-optic rear 
sight (located forward on the barrel so 
as to not preclude the use of a receiver-
mounted optic) is windage adjustable, 
and the hooded, red fi ber-optic front 
sight is a fi xed post.

In keeping with the theme of 
maximizing toughness, Marlin chose to 
go with a laminated hardwood stock 
and fore-end on the GSBL. Laminate 
is heavier than walnut, but it is also 
stronger, and the additional weight 

will be appreciated when it comes time 
to fi re the gun. The wooden parts have 
been painted with a weather-resistant, 
proprietary green paint, and the 
standard checkering has been replaced 
with textured black spider web accents.

Some transitional Marlins—
Remington bought the company in 
2007—had problems with substandard 
fi t and fi nish, but our evaluation gun 
exhibited no such issues. Wood-to-metal 
fi t was well-executed, and the operation 
of the action was easy and smooth. The 
single-action trigger broke crisply at just 
under 4 lbs., with no discernible take-up. 

Function testing of this fi rearm 
was conducted using several different 
weights of .45-70 Gov’t loads and the 
1895GSBL’s iron sights. The gun ran 100 
percent regardless of bullet length or 
type. We then installed a Weaver Super 
Slam 1-5X 24 mm scope (mount sold 
separately) in order to conduct the for-
mal accuracy testing. The rifl e managed 
an average extreme spread of 1.95" at 

100 yds., which is more than accurate 
enough for hunting deer, moose and 
similar-size big game at the ranges for 
which the .45-70 Gov’t is intended.

In regards to general handling, we 
found the Model 1895GSBL to be well-
balanced, quick-pointing and, at 8 lbs., 
relatively lightweight. Recoil of the 
formidable .45-70 through the rifl e is 
signifi cant, but not uncomfortably so 
given the gun’s dimensions. The tactile 
spider web accents do provide some 
purchase on the gun during recoil, 
but we questioned whether the GSBL 
might be better served instead by more 
traditional checkering. All in all, the 
gun makes a handy, yet potent, choice 
for big-game hunting in thick cover.

The Marlin Model 1895’s history 
with the .45-70 Gov’t dates back to 
the days when it was still a black-
powder cartridge, and while the GSBL 
variant is probably the most uncon-
ventional member of that venerable 
line, it is also likely the hardiest. 

.45-70 GOV’T
CARTRIDGE

VEL. @ 10'
(F.P.S.)

ENERGY

(FT.-LBS.)
GROUP SIZE (INCHES)

SMALLEST      LARGEST      AVERAGE

HORNADY

325-GR.
LEVEREVOLUTION FTX

1949 AVG.
8 SD

2,741 1.63 2.08 1.87

REMINGTON

405-GR. CORE-LOKT SP
974 AVG.

16 SD

853 1.85 2.21 2.04

WINCHESTER

300-GR. SUPER X JHP
1747 AVG.

24 SD

2,033 1.80 2.12 1.94

AVERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 1.95

NOTES: MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCITY FOR 10 ROUNDS OVER A CALDWELL G2 CHRONOGRAPH 
AT 15 FT. ACCURACY FOR FIVE CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 100 YDS. FROM A BENCH 
REST. TEMPERATURE: 68º F. HUMIDITY: 75%. ABBREVIATIONS: FTX (FLEX TIP EXPANDING), 
JHP (JACKETED HOLLOW POINT), SP (SOFT POINT), SD (STANDARD DEVIATION).

SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.) 

MANUFACTURER: MARLIN FIREARMS CO. (DEPT. AR), 870 REMINGTON DRIVE, MADISON, NC 27025; (800) 544-8892; 
MARLINFIREARMS.COM

SPECS

1½"

36¾"

18½"13½"

3¾"

CHAMBERING: .45-70 GOV’T
ACTION TYPE: LEVER-ACTION, CENTER-FIRE 

REPEATING RIFLE

RECEIVER: NITRIDE-TREATED STAINLESS STEEL

STOCK: WOOD LAMINATE; PAINTED WITH 
TEXTURED WEBBING

MAGAZINE: TUBULAR; SIX-ROUND CAPACITY

BARREL: NITRIDE-TREATED STAINLESS STEEL; 
BALLARD-STYLE, SIX-GROOVE, 
1:20" RH TWIST

SIGHTS: WILLIAMS ADJUSTABLE, FIBER-
OPTIC FIRE SIGHTS; DRILLED-AND-TAPPED 
RECEIVER

TRIGGER: SINGLE-STAGE; 3-LB., 15-OZ. PULL

WEIGHT: 8 LBS.
ACCESSORIES: OWNER’S MANUAL, LOCK

MSRP: $1,225

The rifl e’s adjustable Williams Fire Sights, consisting of a hooded, red fi ber-optic front 

and a green fi ber-optic rear, help facilitate quick target acquisition and low-light use.
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MERKEL MODEL 40E SIDE-BY-SIDE
While some German makers 

have devoted themselves to 
more modern, technologically 

advanced shotguns, Merkel still makes 
traditional Teutonic over-unders, side-
by-sides and drillings. But making old-
school guns the old-school way costs 
craftsmen time, and therefore, money. 

When importer Steyr Arms asked 
for an “entry-level” gun, the Merkel 
40E was the result. It seems a sticker 
price of $6,995 to $10,995 is a barrier 
to entry for some. The 40E, at $4,595, 
is a Merkel without all the cosmetic 
work that goes into hand-fi nishing 
the stocks and hand-polishing and 
engraving the metal of its other guns. 
This is a “bird gun” in the vernacular 
of the southern hunters that import 
it. It can be used for other things, 
obviously, but it is the Germanic 
interpretation of the side-by-side 
game gun perfected in England, in 

terms of lines and features, about 
a century-and-a-half ago. 

The 40E’s action is a self-cocking 
Anson & Deeley boxlock. Its 2.15" tall 
receiver is made from a steel forging 
(Merkel offers three frame sizes, but 
only 12- and 20-gauge on the 40E), 
and like one would expect, it is stron-
ger than it needs to be. There are side 
clips on either side of the water table, 
providing extra strength where the 
chambers butt against the receiver. 
The receiver’s bottom is 1.53" across, 
while it measures 1.63" where the 
rec eiver and barrels meet.

Lockup is by an H-shaped lock-
ing block in the receiver that mates 
to Purdy-style double underlumps. 
And there is a third locking point, 
a 0.247"-diameter Greener crossbolt 
top lock. 

Merkel cold-hammer-forges its own 
barrels in house and then rust-blues 
them. The 277⁄8" barrels have fi xed 
chokes, and the 20 gauge was listed 
as “Improved” for the right barrel and 
“Modifi ed” for the left. Both bores 
measured a slightly oversize 0.626" (20 
is nominally 0.615"), with the right 
barrel’s choke constricting .0061"—

right where improved cylinder 
should be. The modifi ed bar-
rel’s 0.011" constriction was 
right on the money for that 
choke, too. The top rib is 

grooved to reduce glare, 
tapers from 0.46" at the 

breech to 0.31" at the 
muzzle, and is topped by a 

single 0.15" brass near the muzzle.
The 40E opens via a blued top 

lever, and it has an automatic safely 
on its tang. When the gun is opened, 
the safety button moves to the rear, 
revealing an “S” on the tang, and 
both triggers are blocked. Ejection is 
selective-automatic, but the gun can 
be converted to extraction-only by 
a gunsmith. A single-selective (via a 
button on the blade) mechanical trig-
ger or traditional double triggers are 
available, but the test gun had blued 
double triggers, which proved remark-
ably crisp and consistent in pull 
weight. The front trigger’s right barrel 
has a more open choke, while the rear 
trigger’s left barrel is tighter. If a bird 
gets up out there a ways, the hunter 
needs only to slide his fi nger back and 
slap the rear trigger.

Retention of the splinter fore-end, 
which has 28-l.p.i. machined checkering 
in a bordered point pattern, is by a steel 
Deeley & Edge latch inlet into its under-
side. There is light engraving, the screws 
are timed and the inletting as extremely 
well done. Like the fore-end iron, the 
long blued tang of the trigger guard was 
well inlet fl ush with the stock, and its 
screws are timed, too. The wood-to-metal 
fi t was deliberately and universally proud 
where the stock and receiver meet.

The sample 40E has a straight-
gripped, or English-style, stock (a 
pistol grip with a plastic grip cap is 
also offered), and this is another area 
where the price concessions come into 
play. Called “Grade 2” (out of fi ve) by 

The test gun’s blued double 

triggers were remarkably crisp 

and consistent in pull weight. 

An automatic safety on the 

tang moves to the rear when 

the action is opened.



IMPORTER: STEYR ARMS, INC. (DEPT. AR), 2530 MORGAN ROAD, BESSEMER, AL 35022; (205) 417-8644; STEYRARMS.COM

SPECS

15⁄8"25⁄8"

455⁄16"

277⁄8"
145⁄8"

MANUFACTURER: MERKEL JAGD- UND SPORT-
WAFFEN GMBH, SUHL, GERMANY

ACTION TYPE: SIDE-BY-SIDE, BREAK-ACTION 
SHOTGUN

GAUGE: 12, 3"; 20, 3" (TESTED), 28
TRIGGER: DOUBLE MECHANICAL: 5-LB., 1-OZ. 

PULL (FRONT); 6-LB. 1-OZ. PULL (REAR)
SIGHTS: BRASS BEAD

STOCK: GRADE 2 OIL-FINISHED WALNUT, 
STRAIGHT GRIP, SPLINTER FORE-END 

WEIGHT: 6 LBS, 4 OZS.
METAL FINISH: SILVER NITRIDE RECEIVER, 

COLD-BLUED BARRELS

ACCESSORIES: OWNER’S MANUAL, LOCK

MSRP: $4,595

12
18.1

13
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19.9
1213.4

19.7

MODIFIED (0.011")

10.5
13.9

9.6
13.5

12.2
11.713.2

15.3

IMPROVED CYLINDER (0.0061")

BROWNING BDX EXTRA DISTANCE  (LEAD)
20 GA., 3", 1¼ OZ., NICKEL-PLATED NO. 5
AVERAGE PELLET COUNT: 202
MEASURED VELOCITY @ 10 FT.: 1204

AVERAGE OF 10 PATTERNS

 = POINT OF HOLD

RIGHT
 21" INNER CIRCLE: 55 (27%)
 30" OUTER RING: 45 (22%)
 TOTAL HITS: 100 (49%)

LEFT
 21" INNER CIRCLE: 72 (36%)
 30" OUTER RING: 51 (25%)
 TOTAL HITS: 123 (61%)

SHOOTING RESULTS (40 YDS.) 
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Merkel, it receives less personalized 
attention than the stocks on the com-
pany’s more extravagant models. It 
bears a linseed oil fi nish that can be 
easily repaired with no need to send 
it back to Germany if it were to be 
dropped on a grouse hunt. A simple 
black, plastic buttplate, reading “Gebr. 
Merkel Suhl,” tops the butt—and it is 
fastened by timed screws.

In lieu of hand-engraving or color-
casehardening, the forged receiver is 
nitrided. It appears to have been left in 
the white, even though nitriding is a 
tough fi nish. The engraving is a laser-
etched scroll pattern. It is on both the 
receiver sides and the underside. The top 
lever and trigger guard bear some laser 
engraving as well.

A staffer took the Model 40E to 
Five Star Plantation, a southern 
hunting venue with a rich history, 
on bobwhite quail over pointers. The 
gun was also fi red on a challeng-
ing fi ve-stand course at Five Star, as 
well as on several trips to northern 
Virginia’s Bull Run Shooting Center. 

In total, more than 1,200 rounds from 
Aguila, Browning, Federal, Fiocchi 
and Winchester were fi red, both game 
and target loads, without a single 
malfunction. The extra strength of 
the action does not detract from the 
gun’s liveliness. It points quickly 
and swings solidly. It is a gun for 
instinctive shots but not whippy if 
one needs to stay on a bird. And it 
throws nice patterns, as can be seen 
from the accompanying table. The 
gun was patterned at 40 yds. with 
Browning’s new BXD Extra Distance 

The American Rifl eman has used the phrase “Dope Bag” since at least 1921, when Col. Townsend 
Whelen fi rst titled his column with it. Even then, it had been in use for years, referring to a sack used 
by target shooters to hold ammunition and accessories on the fi ring line. “Sight dope” also was a 
traditional marksman’s term for sight-adjustment information, while judging wind speed and direction 
was called “doping the wind.”

WARNING: Technical data and information contained herein are intended to provide information based 
on the limited experience of individuals under specifi c conditions and circumstances. They do not detail 
the comprehensive training procedures, techniques and safety precautions absolutely necessary to 
properly carry on similar activity. Read the notice and disclaimer on the contents page. Always consult 
comprehensive reference manuals and bulletins for details of proper training requirements, procedures, 
techniques and safety precautions before attempting any similar activity.

The 40E’s Anson & Deeley boxlock action 

sports Purdy-style double underlumps and 

a Greener crossbolt for secure lockup.

20-ga., 3" shotshells with 1¼ ozs. of 
nickel-plated No. 5 lead shot—a load 
designed with late season pheasants 
in mind, not the shooter’s shoulder 
at the patterning board. The RCBS 
AmmoMaster clocked the load at 1204 
f.p.s. at 10 ft., just shy of the 1250 at 
the muzzle listed on the box.

In the Merkel 40E, shooters and 
hunters will fi nd a gun that can stand 
up to a lifetime of shooting, points 
extremely well and has the features 
one needs without the ornamentation 
many cannot afford. 
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ILA report: Latest legislative news from inside the NRA Institute for Legislative Action

A
key fiction that gun control sup-

porters have been perpetuating 

for nearly a half-century gets more 

indefensible by the day. Whether it’s 

the latest political cartoon depicting the 

NRA buying off Congress, or an alternate 

Hillary Clinton delegate at the Demo-

cratic National Convention contending 

that “all of the money, the big money 

is with the NRA,” gun control advocates 

continue to claim that the gun rights 

groups, armed with supposed limitless 

wealth, are preventing the gun control 

agenda from moving forward. 

In truth, as revealed by the lavish 

contributions given to gun control advo-

cates in state initiatives, the gun rights 

movement remains a grassroots effort to 

preserve the constitutional rights of all 

Americans, while the gun control move-

ment is increasingly the tool of a handful 

of wealthy elites.

This funding discrepancy is once 

again playing out in California. There, 

Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom’s Safety for All 

Committee, which is advocating for 

the anti-gun Proposition 63, had raised 

$3.8 million by August, as opposed to 

$467,000 raised by the two committees 

opposing the measure.

Why the discrepancy? Newsom’s anti-

gun campaign has received top contri-

butions of $1.1 million from the Cali-

fornia Democratic Party, $732,000 from 

Newsom’s lieutenant governor campaign 

committee, and $400,000 from former 

Facebook executive Sean Parker.

During the campaign for Washington 

Initiative 594, which criminalized the 

private transfer of firearms, billionaires 

Paul Allen, Michael Bloomberg, Bill and 

Melinda Gates, and Steve and Connie 

Ballmer all gave hundreds of thousands 

of dollars to support the new restrictions. 

In a single contribution, billionaire Nick 

Hanauer gave a whopping $1 million 

toward the effort.

This November, Nevadans will also 

face a gun control initiative on the 

ballot in Question 1. The initiative, like 

Washington state’s, would criminalize 

the private transfer of firearms. In 2014, 

Bloomberg front group Everytown for 

Gun Safety gave the group supporting 

the initiative $1.9 million. That same 

year, Parker gave the group $250,000, 

and Hanauer gave $150,000. Since its 

Lavish Gun Control Contributions 
Continue to Undermine Anti-Gun Narrative

For the latest information on Grades and 
Endorsements, go to NRAPVF.org

California Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom’s Safety for All 
Committee, which advocates anti-gun measures, 
raised $3.8 million by August, compared with 
$467,000 raised by pro-gun groups.

initial contributions, the Bloomberg front 

group has continued to pump hundreds 

of thousands of dollars into the Nevada 

campaign. In May, Silicon Valley billion-

aire Robert Conway gave $75,000 to the 

effort, and in June, Hanauer contributed 

another $125,000.

In Maine, a similar anti-gun initiative 

will be on the ballot this November. In 

May, Bloomberg’s Everytown funded the 

group supporting the initiative to the 

tune of $1.7 million. In June, Hanauer 

gave the group $125,000.

Some of the less dishonest corners of 

the gun control movement have admit-

ted that the big money gun lobby nar-

rative is false. Recently, Global Strategy 

Group President Jefrey Pollock, whom 

anti-gun group Americans for Responsi-

ble Solutions hired to conduct messag-

ing research, said of the NRA to Politico, 

“Their money isn’t that big. … It’s not 

what they do. Their power rests in their 

stupid postcards and their ability to 

terrorize members on the Hill and have 

them panicked about their rating.”

As a leading grassroots political 

organization, the NRA’s power lies in our 

ability to communicate with, organize, 

and motivate our members through a 

variety of avenues, all in defense of the 

Second Amendment. Conversely, having 

little grassroots support, our opponents 

rely on big-money donors to try to com-

mand the public through the brute force 

of their nearly unlimited wealth.

So the next time you’re confronted 

by someone who’s fallen hook, line and 

sinker for the tired gun control narrative 

about the “wealthy gun lobby,” let them 

know about the gun control movement’s 

billionaire benefactors, and about our 

“stupid postcards.”
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ILA Grassroots :  (800)  392-8683  •   NR A-ILA:  (703)  267-1170  •   NR A-ILA website:  nra i la .org

IN MEMORY NRA-ILA CONTRIBUTIONS
(July 1, 2016 – July 31, 2016)
William M. Mannatt, Omak, WA (from: Gloria F. Mannatt); Amanda Spier, Opelika, AL (from: Patricia A. Hamilton); James and Mavis Struble (from: 
Riverside Varmint Callers); Donald Howard Whitney Sr. (from: Elvie H. Sloope); Carroll J. Lanahan, Troy, IL (from: Larry and Betty Kluesner); Tom LaRoe, 
Napoleon, OH (from: Stephen and Patricia Kryder); Arthur James Zander (from: Maurice Coffey, AA Sewer & Septic); Bill Brennan (from: Livingston 
County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs Inc.); Jerome “Jerry” Roach (from: John & Germaine Klouda and Jim & Sandy Rafferty); Charles W. Taylor, Tallassee, 
AL (from: Mrs. Charles W. Taylor); Lee Walter Taylor (from: Duncan Watson); Charles H. Newman, Maryville, TN (from: Barbara J. Cresse); Warren K. Miller 
(from: Cape Radiology Group); Harold “Harry” E. Ellis, Plantation, FL (from: David and Susan Ellis).

ILA CONTRIBUTIONS
(The following contributed $1,000 or more to the NRA Institute for Legislative Action during July 1, 2016 – July 31, 2016.)
Mark L. Gruss, Deadwood, SD; D.P. Nobile, Valencia, CA; Don Berg, Ottumwa, IA; David Levy, Fort Washington, PA; Warren Bishop, Rochester Mills, PA; 
George A. Aydelott, Beaumont, TX; T. P. Zimmermann, Huntersville, NC; Edward F. Thieme, Boulder, CO; Marc Hart, Southlake, TX; Charles J. Turner, 
Atlanta, GA; Don H. Ware, Nashville, TN; James Martin, Chambersburg, PA; Tyler Haynes, Saginaw, MI; Nat Turbeville, Richmond, VA; Connie Weeda, 
Everson, WA; Philip A. Ranalli, Plant City, FL; Sturm, Ruger & Co. Inc., Southport, CT; Davidson’s, Prescott, AZ; Stoeger Industries, Accokeek, MD; 
Benelli U.S.A., Accokeek, MD; Turner’s Operations Inc., Cucamonga, CA; Jack D. Furst, Dallas, TX; Arthur B. Choate, Coral Gables, FL; Hodgdon Powder Co., 
Shawnee, KS; Nosler Inc., Bend, OR; Lockton Affinity, Kansas City, MO; James A. Patterson, Louisville, KY; George Kollitides, New Canaan, CT;  
David L. Warner, Laguna Beach, CA; Regis J. Synan, Export, PA; Lasermax Inc., Rochester, NY; Sandra Froman, Tucson, AZ; Pete Putnam, Weirsdale, FL; 
Ohio Gun Collectors Ass’n., Northfield Center, OH; Wayne N. Collins, Culpeper, VA; Jeff Duncan, Highland, CA; Sandusky County Sportsmen’s Club, 
Gibsonburg, OH; Denis M. Wyssbrod, Port Charlotte, FL; Larry F. Wright, London, TX; MetLife Insurance Co. USA, Des Moines, IA; Fairfield County 
League Of Sportsmen’s Club Inc., Fairfield, CT; Parity Consultants, Lewisville, TX; Robert E. Tallman, Long Branch, NJ; John Leroy, Calhoun Falls, SC; 
Frank Byrne, Philadelphia, PA; Terrence S. Jacobs, Murrysville, PA; Rodney E. Caughey (aka: Mountain Man), Helena, MT; Cape Radiology Group,  
Cape Girardeau, MO; Andre Demir, Los Angeles, CA; Edward Tuffly, Kingston, OK; Edward Topp, Elk Grove Village, IL; Richard F. Shea, Mountain Home, TX; 
Edwin Sobota, Oscoda, MI; John D. Pearson, Watersmeet, MI; Lightle Y. Morris, San Antonio, TX; Mathew J. Reno, Gillette, WY; George Tash, Somis, CA; 
Frank Gavitt, Flower Mound, TX; Charles F. Vaughan, West Deptford, NJ; Richard A. Foster, Emporium, PA; Mark A. Youngren, Portland, OR; Rick D. Smith, 
Greenville, NC; Fletcher S. Stitzle, Brazil, IN; Leo Riley, Naples, FL; Kenneth Podd, Carlisle, PA; Earl Weniger, Little Rock, AR; John Coonradt, Fairfax, VA; 
Michael Martin, Independence, MO; John A. Chionchio, Hatboro, PA; Walter E. Boomer, Sheldon, SC; Kent Mccue, Wasilla, AK; Dave Grady, Graham, WA; 
Lynn Clayton, Belhaven, NC; Karen Lien, Perkasie, PA; G. Dan Bennett, Tallahassee, FL; Kobi Sarkar, Bridgeview, IL; Krieghoff International, Ottsville, PA; 
John Kinzell, Austin, TX; Stephen Kahn, San Francisco, CA; Gary Venable, Kansas City, KS; Mark Jones, Dobson, NC; Greg Goebel Jr., Petaluma, CA;  
Theresa A. Maples, Atascadero, CA; Donald A. Hammer, Norris, TN; Central Penn Antique Arms Ass’n., Mechanicsburg, PA; Graysville Gun Club, 
Graysville, AL Chillicothe Sportsmen’s Club, Chillicothe, IL; Des Moines Rifle & Revolver Club Inc., Des Moines, IA.

Pastor’s “Plowshares” Gesture Shows the Devil is in the Details

P
roponents of so-called “universal” 

background check laws—including 

ballot initiatives currently pending 

in Nevada and Maine—claim such laws 

don’t outlaw private transfers of guns 

or “criminalize traditional behavior.” As 

NRA has said all along, the fine print and 

practical reality suggest otherwise. 

The Oregon Firearms Safety Act 

(OFSA), enacted in 2015, follows the 

template of most of these “universal” 

background check proposals. The OFSA 

applies when any change of possession of 

a gun occurs, even if ownership or title re-

mains the same, by defining a “transfer” as 

any “delivery of a firearm from a transferor 

to a transferee, including, but not limited 

to, the sale, gift, loan or lease of the fire-

arm.” It prohibits a gun “transfer” between 

persons who are not federally licensed, un-

less the transaction is completed through 

a licensed gun dealer. Both parties “must 

appear in person before a gun dealer, 

with the firearm, and request that the gun 

dealer perform a criminal background 

check on the transferee.” 

Even for temporary loans, all of the 

paperwork that applies to a retail sale 

of a firearm applies. A person who fails 

to comply commits a criminal offense—

a felony if the person has a previous 

conviction. 

The tale of the gun owned by Jeremy 

Lucas, the rector of Christ Church Episcopal 

Parish in Lake Oswego, Ore., provides 

cess at a gun dealers before claiming the 

gun. According to news reports, he then 

gave the gun to a parishioner to store 

while he decided what to do with it. 

This “delivery of a firearm” to another 

person for storage is still a “transfer” gov-

erned by the OFSA and the background 

check requirements. After the gesture 

was written up in national news reports, 

local police asked the Oregon State 

Police to investigate the matter in light of 

the OFSA. If convicted of a misdemeanor 

violation of that law, Rev. Lucas could 

face a maximum fine of $6,250 and up to 

a year in jail.  

Initiatives for similar “universal” back-

ground check laws will be voted on this 

November in Nevada (Question 1) and 

Maine (Question 3). Proponents claim 

the measures represent “common-sense” 

proposals to regulate gun sales, with 

“reasonable” exceptions. These allegations 

ignore reality: the majority of criminals 

who acquire firearms don’t go through 

legal channels and won’t bother with a 

background check. The most substantial 

impact these laws will have is to turn law-

abiding gun owners into criminals. Vote 

NO on Question 1 and Question 3.

 THESE ALLEGATIONS  
IGNORE REALITY:  

the majority of criminals 
who acquire firearms don’t 
go through legal channels 

and won’t bother with  
a background check.

a useful illustration of this background 

check law in operation. 

The Rev. Lucas, a former lawyer and 

lobbyist, purchased $3,000 worth of tick-

ets for a softball team’s raffle of an AR-15 

rifle, seeking to win the rifle so he could 

destroy it in a symbolic act. After win-

ning the raffle, Rev. Lucas went through 

the mandatory background check pro-
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For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit  nraam.org

regional report  •  central

NRA Headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: nra.org

Member information & benefits 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifleman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888

NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007

MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT/ 
   GIFT PLANNING 877-NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION 800-423-6894
NRA INSTRUCTOR/ 
   COACH FIREARM TRAINING 703-267-1500
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM 800-231-0752
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM 800-861-1166
RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 703-267-1511
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS 800-NRA-CLUB
RANGE SERVICES 877-672-7264
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING 877-672-6282
LAW ENFORCEMENT 703-267-1640
FRIENDS OF NRA 703-267-1342
NRA MUSEUMS/ 
   GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS 703-267-1600
SHOWS & EXHIBITS 866-343-1805
MEDIA RELATIONS  703-267-1595

PISTOL
CHANDLER, IN OCT. 1-2
HIGHLAND, IL OCT. 8
WEST LIBERTY, IA OCT. 9
LEROY, IL OCT. 9
HOLDEN, MO OCT. 16

SMALLBORE RIFLE
WYOMING, IL OCT. 1
BRISTOL, IN OCT. 1
BORDEN, IN OCT. 9

HIGH POWER RIFLE
HIGH RIDGE, MO OCT. 1
BELOIT, WI OCT. 2
FREEDOM, IN OCT. 2
LAWRENCEBURG, KY OCT. 8
HOLTON, MI OCT. 8
HARLAN, IN OCT. 8
MILAN, IL OCT. 8-9
BARRY, IL OCT. 15

SILHOUETTE
YPSILANTI, MI OCT. 9
BENNET, NE OCT. 15
DANVILLE, IN OCT. 22
EFFINGHAM, IL OCT. 22-23
COLUMBIA, MO OCT. 23

For more information, contact Shelly Kramer  
at (703) 267-1459 or mkramer@nrahq.org. For a complete  

listing, see shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Friends of NRA events celebrate 

American values with fun, fellowship 

and fundraising for The NRA Foundation. 

You’ll have the opportunity to participate in 

games, raffles, live and silent auctions and 

more. Your attendance contributes to grants 

that promote firearm education, safety and 

marksmanship. To learn more about events 

in your area, visit friendsofnra.org, contact 

your local field representative or call  

(800) 672-3888, ext. 1351.

Central Region Director—Chad Franklin
cfranklin@nrahq.org

IA, NE—Tim Bacon
tbacon@nrahq.org

Northern IL—Mike Huber
mhuber@nrahq.org

Southern IL—Donald Higgs
dhiggs@nrahq.org

IN—Craig Haggard
chaggard@nrahq.org

MI—Allan Herman
aherman@nrahq.org

WI—Scott Taetsch
staetsch@nrahq.org

Northern MO—Travis Scott
tscott@nrahq.org

Southern MO—Gregg Pearre
gpearre@nrahq.org

KY—John LaRowe

jlarowe@nrahq.org

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Public and private officers interested in 

becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 

Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 

designed to enhance the instructors’ 

firearm knowledge and handling skills, 

as well as prepare them to develop 

effective training programs, instruct 

in a professional manner, and conduct 

practical training exercises. Restricted to 

law enforcement officers only.

OCT. 17-21—DEFIANCE, MO
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 24-28—SUGAR CREEK, MO
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 24-28—WEST PLAINS, MO
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 31–NOV. 4—SUGAR CREEK, MO
(Handgun/Shotgun)

Contact Rudis Amaya at ramaya@nrahq.org 
or (703) 267-1636

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

T he NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim® 

program provides men and women 

with crime prevention and personal 

safety strategies. To learn more about the 

program, visit refuse.nra.org. The most 

up-to-date schedule is available on the 

Internet at nrainstructors.org, by email 

at refuse@nrahq.org or by phone at 

(800) 861-1166.

OCT. 22—LAKE VILLA, IL
(Seminar)
Michel Rioux (847) 603-1548

OCT. 29—ST. CHARLES, IL
(Seminar)
Laurie Dougherty (888) 400-1029
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OCT. 1-2 BELLEVILLE, IL
Belle Claire Fairgrounds, ECA Hunting and Trade 
Shows (618) 495-2572

OCT. 1-2 FARMINGTON, MO
Farmington Community Civic Center, R.K. Shows Inc 
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 1-2 KANSAS CITY, MO
KCI- Expo Center, R.K. Shows Inc. (563) 927-8176

OCT. 1-2 KALAMAZOO, MI
Kalamazoo Fairgrounds, Sport Shows Promotions 
Inc. (517) 676-4160

OCT. 1-2 TIPTON, IN
Tipton County Fairgrounds, Tipton Gun Shows LLC 
(765) 675-6886

OCT. 2 WHEATON, IL
DuPage County Fairgrounds, Pioneer Valley 
Sportsman’s Ass'n. (630) 365-2808

OCT. 7-9 LANSING, MI
Ingham County Fairgrounds, Sport Shows 
Promotions Inc. (517) 676-4160

OCT. 7-9 KENDALLVILLE, IN
Noble County Fairgrounds, Gun Slinger Promotions 
USA (260) 624-5996

OCT. 7-9 ALTOONA, IA
Adventureland Park, Midwest Arms Collectors LLC 
(660) 341-7908

OCT. 7-9 ST. CHARLES, MO
Lamborghini Athletic Centre, Militia Armaments Gun 
Club (636) 295-0624

OCT. 8-9 CAVE CITY, KY
Cave City Convention Center, S/T Promotions  
(270) 622-2185

OCT. 8-9 CROWN POINT, IN
Lake County Fairgrounds, Central Indiana Gun 
Shows (765) 855-3836

OCT. 8-9 FORT WAYNE, IN
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum, CPI Shows 
(260) 483-6144

OCT. 8-9 JOLIET, IL
Chicagoland Speedway, The Cloe Group LLC  
(815) 263-2810

OCT. 8-9 JOPLIN, MO
Joplin Convention & Trade Center, R.K. Shows Inc. 
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 8-9 PACIFIC, MO
Eagles Club, Midwest Arms & Armor Society  
(314) 631-2799

OCT. 8-9 ST. JOSEPH, MO
St. Joseph Civic Arena, RJ Promotions (816) 676-1200

OCT. 8-9 WEST POINT, NE
Nielsen Center, Barry Johnson (402) 685-6203

OCT. 9 ST. CHARLES, IL
Kane County Fairgrounds, Kane County Sportsman’s 
Show (815) 758-2773

OCT. 14-16 COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA
Westfair Fairgrounds, Marv Kraus Promotions  
(563) 608-4401

OCT. 14-16 TAYLOR, MI
Taylor Town Trade Center, Taylor Town Trade Center 
(313) 295-6901 

OCT. 15 PRUDENVILLE, MI
Houghton Lake Playhouse, PJS Promotions LLC  
(989) 789-8709

OCT. 15-16 MUNCIE, IN
Delaware County Fairgrounds, Central Indiana Gun 
Shows (765) 855-3836

OCT. 15-16 GRAND RAPIDS, MI
28th Street Showplace, Sport Shows Promotions Inc. 
(517) 676-4160

OCT. 15-16 SPRINGFIELD, IL
Illinois State Fairgrounds Orr Building, ECA Hunting & 
Trade Shows (618) 495-2572

OCT. 15-16 INDEPENDENCE, MO
Silverstein Eye Centers Arena, RJ Promotions  
(816) 676-1200

OCT. 15-16 SPRINGFIELD, MO
Ozark Empire Fairgrounds, R.K. Shows Inc.  
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 15-16 FOND DU LAC, WI
Fond du Lac County Fairgrounds, Central Wisconsin 
Gun Collectors Ass'n. (920) 833-6668

OCT. 16 CRYSTAL LAKE, IL
Holiday Inn Convention Center, DJ Guns  
(815) 385-1982

OCT. 21-22 HAYWARD, WI
LCO Casino Lodge & Convention Center, Ray Kangas 
Productions (715) 372-4654

OCT. 21-22 MENOMONIE, WI
Econo Lodge Banquet Center, Bearing Arms Gun 
Shows (715) 308-8772

OCT. 21-23 MARSHALLTOWN, IA
Central Iowa Fairgrounds, Marv Kraus Promotions 
(563) 608-4401

OCT. 22-23 EFFINGHAM, IL
Effingham K.O.C., ECA Hunting & Trade Shows  
(618) 495-2572

OCT. 22-23 KANSAS CITY, MO
KCI- Expo Center, R.K. Shows Inc. (563) 927-8176

OCT. 22-23 CADILLAC, MI
Wexford Civic Center, Sport Shows Promotions Inc. 
(517) 676-4160

OCT. 22-23 SEYMOUR, IN
National Guard Armory, Tri-State Gun & Knife 
Collectors (812) 521-9367

OCT. 22-23 LAFAYETTE, IN
Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds, Central Indiana 
Gun Shows (765) 855-3836

OCT. 23 DAVISON, MI
Knight of Columbus Hall, PJS Promotions LLC  
(989) 789-8709

OCT. 28-29 WATERLOO, IA
Waterloo National Cattle Congress, Midwest Arms 
Collectors LLC (660) 341-7908

OCT. 28-30 TOMAH, WI
Monroe County Fairgrounds, Marv Kraus Promotions 
(563) 608-4401

OCT. 28-30 INDIANAPOLIS, IN
Indiana State Fairgrounds, World Class Gun Shows 
(405) 304-1333

OCT. 29-30 NOVI, MI
The Suburban Collection Showplace, Sport Shows 
Promotions Inc. (517) 676-4160

OCT. 29-30 LOUISVILLE, KY
Kentucky Exposition Center, Kenny Woods Gun 
Shows (563) 927-8176

OCT. 29-30 SEDALIA, MO
Missouri State Fairgrounds, R.K. Shows Inc.  
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 29-30 ST. CHARLES, MO
St. Charles Convention Center, Midwest Arms 
Collectors LLC (660) 341-7908

OCT. 29-30 GREENFIELD, IN
Hancock County Fairgrounds, Central Indiana Gun 
Shows  (765) 855-3836

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA recruiters.  
*Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3776.

gunshows

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

For more information about your 

state association, contact your state 

association listed here, or log on to 

clubs.nra.org.

Illinois State Rifle Ass’n. Inc.
isra.org

 Indiana State Rifle and Pistol Ass’n. Inc.
isrpa.org

Iowa State Rifle and Pistol Ass’n.
iasrpa.org
 

League of Kentucky Sportsmen Inc.
kentuckysportsmen.com
 

Michigan Rifle and Pistol Ass’n.
michrpa.org

Missouri Sport Shooting Ass’n.
missourisportshooting.org

Nebraska Marksmanship Ass’n.
nemarksmanship.org
 

Wisconsin Firearm Owners, Ranges, Clubs & 
Educators

wi-force.org
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2017 NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS • APRIL 28-30 • ATLANTA, GA 

For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit  nraam.org

NRA Headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: nra.org

Member information & benefits 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifleman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888

NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007

MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT/ 
   GIFT PLANNING 877-NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION 800-423-6894
NRA INSTRUCTOR/ 
   COACH FIREARM TRAINING 703-267-1500
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM 800-231-0752
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM 800-861-1166
RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 703-267-1511
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS 800-NRA-CLUB
RANGE SERVICES 877-672-7264
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING 877-672-6282
LAW ENFORCEMENT 703-267-1640
FRIENDS OF NRA 703-267-1342
NRA MUSEUMS/ 
   GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS 703-267-1600
SHOWS & EXHIBITS 866-343-1805
MEDIA RELATIONS  703-267-1595

regional report  •  east
2017 NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS • APRIL 28-30 • ATLANTA, GA 

PISTOL
MONTPELIER, VA OCT. 1
CUMBERLAND, RI OCT. 1-2
SCARBOROUGH, ME OCT. 2
WAPPINGERS FALLS, NY OCT. 2
BOYERTOWN, PA OCT. 8-9
HARWOOD, MD OCT. 9
ELEANOR, WV OCT. 9
BEDFORD, MA OCT. 16
BATAVIA, OH OCT. 16
RIVERDALE, NJ OCT. 21-22
NEW CASTLE, DE OCT. 29-30

SMALLBORE RIFLE
MILLVILLE, NJ OCT. 22-23

HIGH POWER RIFLE
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA OCT. 1
GARRETTSVILLE, OH OCT. 2
COLONIE, NY OCT. 8
KEENE, NH OCT. 9
MILFORD, DE OCT. 9
JERICHO, VT OCT. 15
GAP, PA OCT. 15
LEXINGTON, PARK, MD OCT. 22
BUCKHANNON, WV OCT. 22
SCARBOROUGH, ME OCT. 23
JACKSON, NJ OCT. 23

SILHOUETTE
MOUNT VERNON, NH OCT. 2
SUFFOLK, VA OCT. 2
VANDERGRIFT, PA OCT. 9
STATEN ISLAND, NY OCT. 15
SUDLERSVILLE, MD OCT. 15
FAIRLESS HILLS, PA OCT. 16
RUPERT, WV OCT. 23

For more information, contact Shelly Kramer  
at (703) 267-1459 or mkramer@nrahq.org. For a complete  

listing, see shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Friends of NRA events celebrate 

American values with fun, fellowship 

and fundraising for The NRA Foundation. 

Your attendance contributes to grants that 

promote firearm education, safety and 

marksmanship. To learn more about events 

in your area, visit friendsofnra.org, contact 

your local field representative or call  

(800) 672-3888, ext. 1351.

Eastern Region Director—Bryan Hoover
bhoover@nrahq.org

Northern OH—Marc Peugeot
mpeugeot@nrahq.org

Southern OH—Andrew Root
aroot@nrahq.org

ME, VT, NH—Brian Smith
bsmith@nrahq.org

NY—Jay Rusnock
jrusnock@nrahq.org

Eastern PA, DE—Kory Enck
kenck@nrahq.org

Western PA—Tom Baldrige
tbaldrige@nrahq.org

Eastern VA, Eastern MD, Washington, DC—
David Wells

dwells@nrahq.org

Western VA, Western MD, WV—Jim Kilgore
jkilgore@nrahq.org

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

T he NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim® 

program provides men and women 

with crime prevention and personal 

safety strategies. The most up-to-date 

schedule is available on the Internet at 

nrainstructors.org, by email at refuse@

nrahq.org or by phone at (800) 861-1166.

OCT. 9—ASHAWAY, RI
(Seminar)
Lyd Neugent (401) 377-8184

OCT. 15—CLEVELAND, OH
(Seminar)
Timothy Stahlberg (440) 891-7664

OCT. 15—BRISTOL, CT
(Seminar)
Michael Ptaszynski (860) 582-4388

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

For more information, contact your state 

association, or log on to clubs.nra.org.

Connecticut State Rifle & Revolver Ass'n.
csrra.com 

Delaware State Sportsmen's Ass'n.
dssa.us 

(Maine) Pine Tree State Rifle & Pistol Ass'n. Inc.
mainerpa.org 

Goal (Massachusetts)
goal.org 

Maryland State Rifle & Pistol Ass'n.
msrpa.org 

Gun Owners Of New Hampshire Inc.
gonh.org 

Ass'n. Of New Jersey Rifle & Pistol Clubs Inc.
anjrpc.org 

New York State Rifle & Pistol Ass'n. Inc.
nysrpa.org 

Ohio Rifle & Pistol Ass'n.
orpa.net 

Pennsylvania Rifle & Pistol Ass'n.
pennarifleandpistol.org 

Rhode Island 2nd Amendment Coalition
ri2nd.org 

Vermont Federation Of Sportsmen's Clubs, Inc.
vtfsc.org 

Virginia Shooting Sports Ass'n.
myvssa.org 

West Virginia State Rifle & Pistol Ass'n.
wvasrpa.org
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OCT. 1-2 LUTHERVILLE-TIMONIUM, MD
Maryland State Fairgrounds, North South Trader’s 
Civil War Magazine (540) 672-4845

OCT. 1-2 BLUEFIELD, WV
National Guard Armory, R&R Gun & Knife Shows 
(304) 575-6895

OCT. 1-2 DALLAS, PA
Luzerne County Fair Grounds, Jaeger Arms 
Promotions (570) 470-6404

OCT. 1-2 LIMA, OH
Allen County Fairgrounds, Tri-State Gun Collectors 
(419) 647-0067

OCT. 2 ALEXANDER, NY
Alexander Firearms Rec. Hall, Niagara Frontier Gun 
Shows http://nfgshows.com

OCT. 7-9 OAKS, PA
Greater Philadelphia Oaks Expo Center, Eagle Arms 
Productions (610) 393-3047

OCT. 8-9 BANGOR, ME
Anah Shrine, Penobscot County Conservation Ass'n. 
(207) 941-8575

OCT. 8-9 MEDINA, OH
Medina County Fairgrounds, Conrad & Dowell 
Productions (330) 948-4400

OCT. 8-9 MANCHESTER CENTER, VT
Riley Rink at Hunter Park, New Eastcoast Arms 
Collectors Ass'n. (518) 664-9743

OCT. 8-9 DAYTON, OH
Dayton Hara Arena, Bill Goodman’s Gun & Knife 
Shows (502)538-3900

OCT. 8-9 WINCHESTER, VA
Winchester Sportsplex and Indoor Event Center, 
Souheastern Guns & Knives (757) 483-5385

OCT. 8-9 HARRISONBURG, VA
Rockingham County Fairgrounds, C&E Gun Shows 
(540) 953-0016

OCT. 9 MOUNT BETHEL, PA
Mount Bethel Volunterr Fire Co., Mt. Bethel Volunteer 
Fire Co. (610) 588-7538

OCT. 14-15 MINERAL WELLS, WV
Mineral Wells Community Building, On Target Shows 
LLC (304) 488-5851

OCT. 15-16 HILLIARD, OH
Franklin County Fairgrounds, JS Shows Unlimited 
(614) 523-7767

OCT. 15-16 CAMBRIDGE, OH
Pritchard Laughlin Civic Center, Heritage Gun Shows 
(330) 806-1110 *

OCT. 15-16 MONTPELIER, OH
Williams County Fairgrounds, D&K Enterprises  
(419) 737-2801

OCT. 15-16 BEREA, OH
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds, Ohio Shows  
(330) 539-4247

OCT. 15-16 MCCONNELLSBURG, PA
American Legion, Commonwealth Target Co.  
(570) 640-0144 *

OCT. 15-16 AKRON, NY
Newstead Fire Hall, Niagara Frontier Gun Shows 
(716) 542-9929

OCT. 15-16 WASHINGTONVILLE, OH
Beaver Creek Sportsman’s Club, Beaver Creek 
Sportsman’s Club (330) 502-8429

OCT. 15-16 ALLENTOWN, PA
Allentown Fairgrounds Agri-Plex, Forks Of the 
Delaware Historical Arms Society Inc. (610) 438-9006

OCT. 15-16 NEW CASTLE, DE
Legion of Honor, Nur Shrine Legion of Honor Gun 
Show (410) 739-1177

OCT. 15-16 LUTHERVILLE-TIMONIUM, MD
Maryland State Fairgrounds, Appalachian 
Promotions (717) 697-3088

OCT. 15-16 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA
Virginia Beach Convention Center, Virginia Beach 
Gun Show (757) 483-5385

OCT. 22-23 MANSFIELD, OH
Richland County Fairgrounds, Southeastern Guns & 
Knives (330) 806-1110 *

OCT. 22-23 MONROEVILLE, PA
Monroeville Convention Center, C&E Gun Shows 
(540) 953-0016

OCT. 22-23 BLOOMSBURG, PA
Bloomsburg Fairgrounds, Eagle Arms Sporting Show 
(610) 393-3047

OCT. 22-23 PLYMOUTH, MA
South Shore Expo Center, New Mart Promotions 
(914) 248-1000

OCT. 22-23 CALEDONIA, NY
J.W. Jones Fire Hall, Niagara Frontier Gun Shows 
(716) 542-9929

OCT. 22-23 DOSWELL, VA
The Meadow Event Park, Southeastern Guns & 
Knives (757) 483-5385

OCT. 22-23 ROANOKE, VA
The Berglund Center, Showmasters Gun Show,  
(540) 951-1344

OCT. 29 SIDNEY, OH
Shelby County Fairgrounds, River Valley Classic Gun 
Show (937) 418- 2179

OCT. 29-30 SANDUSKY, OH
Erie County Fairgrounds, Bill-Mar Promotions  
(440) 986-5004

OCT. 29-30 FREELAND, PA
Freeland Event Center, Jaeger Arms Promotions 
(570) 470-6404

OCT. 29-30 WIND GAP, PA
Plainfield Twp. Volunteer Fire Company, Eagle Arms 
Sporting Show (610) 393-3047

OCT. 29-30 YORK, PA
York Fairgrounds, Appalachian Promotions  
(717) 697-3088

OCT. 29-30 WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
Eastern State Exposition, Mid-Hudson Promotions 
Inc. (914) 248-1000

OCT. 29-30 SELLERSVILLE, PA
Forest Lodge VFW, Commonwealth Target Co.  
(570) 640-0144 *

OCT. 29-30 TALLMADGE, OH
Summit County Fairgrounds, Ohio Shows  
(330) 539-4247

OCT. 29-30 WILMINGTON, OH
Roberts Centre, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

OCT. 29-30 FREDERICKSBURG, VA
Fredericksburg Expo & Conference Center, 
Southeastern Guns & Knives (757) 483-5385

OCT. 29-30 SALEM, VA
Salem Civic Center, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

OCT. 29-30 CLARKSBURG, WV
Clarksburg National Guard Armory, R&R Gun & Knife 
Shows (304) 575-6895

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA recruiters.  
*Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3714.

gunshows

OCT. 16—BRISTOL, CT 
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Michael Ptaszynski (860) 582-4388

OCT. 16—LEOMINSTER, MA
(Seminar) 
Ricky Leclair RickLeclair@verizon.net

OCT. 22—BEACHWOOD, NJ
(Seminar)
Fred Styciura (732) 551-8263

OCT. 27—ELIZABETH, NJ
(Instructor Development)
Paulo Henriques (973) 820-5744

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Public and private officers interested in 

becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 

Firearms Instructor Development Schools. 

Restricted to law enforcement officers.

OCT. 3-7—BETHLEHEM, PA
(Select Fire)

OCT. 10-14—BETHLEHEM, PA
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 10-14—PITTSBURGH, PA
(Tactical Shotgun)

OCT. 17-21—MONROEVILLE, PA
(Tactical Shooting)

OCT. 31-NOV. 4—STAUNTON, VA
(Handgun)

Contact Erika Buchanan at ebuchanan@
nrahq.org or (703)267-1638. 

TUITION-FREE ARMORER CLASSES**
(Register at: http://le.nra.org/
training/tuition-free-schools.aspx)

OCT. 20—FAIRFAX, VA**
(Glock Armorer)

OCT. 24-26—FAIRFAX, VA**
(Tactical First Aid Instructor)

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 

is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 

(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

OCT. 1—SCITUATE, RI
(Regional)

OCT. 1—DERBY, VT
(Approved)

OCT. 8—SEAFORD, DE
(Approved)

OCT. 8—LEBANON, PA
(Approved)

OCT. 9—FREDERICK, MD
(State Championship)

Contact Tiffany King at tking@nrahq.org 
or (703) 267-1621.
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NRA Headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: nra.org

Member information & benefits 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifleman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888

NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007

MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT/ 
   GIFT PLANNING 877-NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION 800-423-6894
NRA INSTRUCTOR/ 
   COACH FIREARM TRAINING 703-267-1500
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM 800-231-0752
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM 800-861-1166
RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 703-267-1511
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS 800-NRA-CLUB
RANGE SERVICES 877-672-7264
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING 877-672-6282
LAW ENFORCEMENT 703-267-1640
FRIENDS OF NRA 703-267-1342
NRA MUSEUMS/ 
   GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS 703-267-1600
SHOWS & EXHIBITS 866-343-1805
MEDIA RELATIONS  703-267-1595

2017 NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS • APRIL 28-30 • ATLANTA, GA 

For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit nraam.org

regional report  •  midwest

PISTOL
ALBUQUERQUE, NM OCT. 1-2
DAVIS, OK OCT. 12
MANOR, TX OCT. 16
WHITEWATER, KS OCT. 22

SMALLBORE RIFLE
PINE BLUFF, AR OCT. 8
DAVIS, OK OCT. 15
BELLVILLE, TX OCT. 15
TERRELL, TX OCT. 15-16
CAPITAN, NM OCT. 15-16

HIGH POWER RIFLE
CARTHAGE, TX OCT. 1
GALENA, KS OCT. 16
VAN BUREN, AR OCT. 22
COWETA, OK OCT. 22
RAMAH, CO OCT. 23

SILHOUETTE
LILLIAN, TX OCT. 1
HOBBS, NM OCT. 1
EL PASO, TX OCT. 2
BYERS, CO OCT. 8
SAND SPRINGS, OK OCT. 15
MILLER, KS OCT. 15-16
BAUXITE, AR OCT. 23

For more information, contact Shelly Kramer  
at (703) 267-1459 or mkramer@nrahq.org. For a complete  

listing, see shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

For more information about your 

state association, contact your state 

association listed here, or log on to 

clubs.nra.org.

Colorado State Shooting Ass'n.
cssa.org

Arkansas Rifle & Pistol Ass'n.
arpa-online.org

Kansas State Rifle Ass'n.
ksraweb.org

New Mexico Shooting Sports Ass'n. Inc.
nmssa.org

Oklahoma Rifle Ass'n. Inc.
oklarifle.com

Texas State Rifle Ass'n.
tsra.com

 
 
 
 

Friends of NRA events celebrate 

American values with fun, fellowship 

and fundraising for The NRA Foundation. To 

learn more, visit friendsofnra.org, contact 

your local field representative or call 

(800) 672-3888, ext. 1351.

Midwest Region Director—Tom Ulik
tulik@nrahq.org

OCT. 17-21—SAN ANTONIO, TX
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 24-28—HUTTO, TX
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 31-NOV. 4—RIO RANCHO, NM
(Precision Rifle)

Contact MaryEllen Shine at mshine@
nrahq.org or (703) 267-1628  

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 

is intended to be used as an extension 

of an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 

(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

OCT. 8—ALBUQUERQUE, NM
(Registered)

Contact Tiffany King at tking@nrahq.org 
or (703) 267-1621.

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

T he NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim® 

program provides men and women 

with crime prevention strategies. The most 

AR—Erica Willard
ewillard@nrahq.org

CO—Brad Dreier
bdreier@nrahq.org

KS—Christine Sharp
csharp@nrahq.org

NM—Kevin Post
kpost@nrahq.org

OK—Darren DeLong
ddelong@nrahq.org

Northern TX—Terry Free
tfree@nrahq.org

Southern TX—Liz Foley
efoley@nrahq.org

Western TX—Jack Cannon
jcannon@nrahq.org

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Officers interested in becoming firearm 

instructors should attend one of 

NRA’s Law Enforcement Firearms Instructor 

Development Schools. Restricted to law 

enforcement officers only.

OCT. 3-7—OTTAWA, KS
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 10-14—HORTON, KS
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 10-14—HUTTO, TX
(Precision Rifle)
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OCT. 1-2 BENTON, AR
Benton Event Center, Kerry Murphy Promotions 
(501) 580-3737

OCT. 1-2 MCALESTER, OK
Southeast Expo Center, Metcalf Gun Shows  
(918) 272-1119

OCT. 1-2 BRENHAM, TX
Brenham Firemans Center, Real Texas Gun Shows 
(713) 724-8881

OCT. 1-2 FORT WORTH, TX
Will Rogers Center, Lone Star Gun Shows  
(214) 635-2009

OCT. 1-2 SAN ANTONIO, TX
San Antonio Events Center, Saxet Trade Shows  
(361) 289-2256

OCT. 1-2 WICHITA FALLS, TX
Wichita Fall Multi-Purpose Event Center, Texas 
Collectors Gun Show (940) 692-3766

OCT. 1-2 WICHITA, KS
Century II Expo Hall, R.K .Shows Inc. (563) 927-8176

OCT. 1-2  HOBBS, NM
Lea County Event Center, Western Frontier Gun 
Shows (575) 430-8681

OCT. 1-2 LOVELAND, CO
Outlets at Loveland, P.E. Gun Shows (970) 779-0360

OCT. 8-9 MOUNTAIN HOME, AR
Baxter County Fairgrounds, Twin Lakes Gun Club 
(870) 431-8947

OCT. 8-9 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Oklahoma State Fair Park, OKC Gun Show Inc.  
(800) 333-4867

OCT. 8-9 BULVERDE, TX
Bulverde Spring Branch Activity Center, Eagle 
Outfitters (210) 371-3001

OCT. 8-9 ARANSAS PASS, TX
Aransas Pass Civic Center, Gulf Coast Gun Shows 
(254) 485-2770

OCT. 8-9 BELTON, TX
Bell County Expo Center, Lone Star Gun Shows  
(214) 635-2009

OCT. 8-9 LEWISVILLE, TX
Lakeland Plaza, Premier Gun Shows (817) 732-1194

OCT. 8-9 LUBBOCK, TX
Lubbock Civic Center, Silver Spur Trade Shows  
(806) 253-1322

OCT. 8-9 PUEBLO, CO
Colorado State Fairgrounds, Tanner Gun Shows  
(303) 756-3467

OCT. 8-9 WICHITA, KS
Kansas Coliseum, Chisholm Trail Antique Gun Ass'n. 
(316) 755-2560

 OCT. 15-16 CONWAY, AR
Conway Expo Center, G&S Promotions (918) 659-2201

OCT. 15-16 DURANT, OK
Choctaw Casino, Choctaw Casino Resort  
(214) 980-5779

OCT. 15-16 GUYMON, OK
Texas County Fairgrounds, Badshot Gun Show LLC 
(405) 503-3665

OCT. 15-16 OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
Oklahoma State Fair Park, Metcalf Gun Shows  
(918) 272-1119

OCT. 15-16 PASADENA, TX
Pasadena Convention Center, High Caliber Gun & 
Knife Show (281) 489-1741

OCT. 15-16 MCALLEN, TX
McAllen Convention Center, Saxet Trade Shows 
(361) 289-2256

OCT. 15-16 SAN ANTONIO, TX
Austin Highway Event Center, Austin Highway Gun 
Show (210) 242-3683

OCT. 15-16 SAN ANTONIO, TX
Freeman Coliseum Expo Hall, Premier Gun Shows 
(817) 732-1194

OCT. 15-16 LIBERAL, KS
Seward County Event Center, VFW Post 3166  
(620) 482-1128

OCT. 15-16 LAS CRUCES, NM
Las Cruces Convention Center, Sunrise Lions Club 
(575) 571-3045

OCT. 15-16 DENVER, CO
Denver Merchandise Mart, Tanner Gun Shows  
(303) 756-3467

OCT. 22-23 HOT SPRINGS, AR
Garland County Fairgrounds, G&S Promotions  
(918) 659-2201

OCT. 22-23 SULPHUR, OK
Murray County Expo Center, Badshot Gun Show LLC 
(405) 503-3665

OCT. 22-23 FORT WORTH, TX
Amon Carter Exhibit Hall, Premier Gun Shows  
(817) 732-1194

OCT. 22-23 CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Richard M. Borchard Regional Fairgrounds, Saxet 
Trade Shows (361) 289-2256

OCT. 22-23 ABILENE, TX
Abilene Civic Center, Texas Gun & Knife Ass'n. 
 (830) 285-0575

OCT. 22-23 JACKSONVILLE, TX
Norman Activity Center, Whipp Farm Productions 
(817) 929-1816

OCT. 22-23 KINGSLAND, TX
Kingsland Community Center, Wild Weasel 
Productions (210) 827-6302

OCT. 22-23 HAMILTON, TX
Downtown on the Square, Whipp Farm Productions 
(817) 929-1816

OCT. 22-23 PORT ARTHUR, TX
Robert A. Bower Civic Center, Real Texas Gun Shows 
(713) 724-8881

OCT. 22-23 SAN ANTONIO, TX
Austin Highway Event Center, Austin Highway Gun 
Show (210) 242-3683

OCT. 22-23 SAN ANTONIO, TX
Hilton Ballroom, Texas Gun Shows (210) 872-7469

OCT. 22-23 COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Colorado Springs Events Center at Rustic Hills, 
Prospectors Sertoma Gun Shows (719) 630- 3976

OCT. 22-23 HAYS, KS
Kansas National Guard, Rebel Gun Show  
(785) 735-4399

OCT. 29-30 TAHLEQUAH, OK
Cherokee County Fairgrounds, G&S Promotions 
(918) 659-2201

OCT. 29-30 BELTON, TX
Bell County Expo Center, Real Texas Gun Shows 
(713) 724-8881

OCT. 29-30 CONROE, TX
Lone Star Convention Center, High Caliber Gun & 
Knife Show (281) 489-1741

OCT. 29-30 FREDERICKSBURG, TX
Gillespie County Fairgrounds, Texas Gun & Knife 
Ass'n. (830) 285-0575

OCT. 29-30 TYLER, TX
Harvey Hall Convention Center, Lone Star Gun 
Shows (214) 635-2009

OCT. 29-30 MESQUITE, TX
Big Town Event Center, Premier Gun Shows 
(817) 732-1194

OCT. 29-30 MIDLAND, TX
Horseshoe Pavilion, Silver Spur Trade Shows  
(806) 253-1322

OCT. 29-30 SHINER, TX
Shiner K.O.C., Texas Gun Shows (210) 872-7469

OCT. 29-30 COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
Mortgage Solutions Financial Expo Center,  
R.K. Shows Inc. (563) 927-8176

OCT. 29-30 LOVELAND, CO
Outlets at Loveland, P.E. Gun Shows (970) 779-0360

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA recruiters.  
*Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3776.

gunshows

up-to-date schedule is available online at 

nrainstructors.org, by email at refuse@

nrahq.org or by phone at (800) 861-1166.

OCT. 1—COLORADO SPRINGS, CO
(Seminar)
Paul Pucci (719) 332-1949

OCT. 8—WALLER, TX
(Seminar)
Jason MacDonald (832) 449-5319

OCT. 10 —WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

OCT.13—AUGUSTA, KS
(Seminar)
Gregory Rupp (316) 651-7877

OCT. 17—SAN ANTONIO, TX
(Seminar)
Ken Lewis (210) 737-7233

OCT. 22—RICHMOND, TX
(Seminar)
Jason MacDonald (832) 449-5319

OCT. 24—WICHITA, KS
(Seminar)
Warren Glore (316) 641-2842

OCT. 29—LAWTON, OK
(Seminar)
James Oates (760) 535-3050
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NRA Headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: nra.org

Member information & benefits 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifleman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888

NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007

MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT/ 
   GIFT PLANNING 877-NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION 800-423-6894
NRA INSTRUCTOR/ 
   COACH FIREARM TRAINING 703-267-1500
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM 800-231-0752
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM 800-861-1166
RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 703-267-1511
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS 800-NRA-CLUB
RANGE SERVICES 877-672-7264
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING 877-672-6282
LAW ENFORCEMENT 703-267-1640
FRIENDS OF NRA 703-267-1342
NRA MUSEUMS/ 
   GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS 703-267-1600
SHOWS & EXHIBITS 866-343-1805
MEDIA RELATIONS  703-267-1595

2017 NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS • APRIL 28-30 • ATLANTA, GA 

For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit nraam.org

regional report  •  south

PISTOL
ARDEN, NC OCT. 1
HOLMWOOD, LA OCT. 1
SOUTH CONGAREE, SC  OCT. 15
LAKELAND, TN OCT. 15
PINSON, AL OCT. 15
DAWSONVILLE, GA OCT. 16
JACKSONVILLE, FL OCT. 16

SMALLBORE RIFLE
ORLANDO, FL OCT. 1-2
CUSSETA, GA OCT. 2
COOKEVILLE, TN OCT. 2
RIDGEVILLE, SC OCT. 15
PINSON, AL OCT. 22
HAZLEHURST, MS OCT. 22

HIGH POWER RIFLE
AUGUSTA, GA OCT. 1
WESTON, FL OCT. 1
BELTON, SC OCT. 2
CHARLOTTE, NC OCT. 8
KNOXVILLE, TN OCT. 22
GONZALES, LA OCT. 23
HOOVER, AL OCT. 30

SILHOUETTE
HOOVER, AL OCT. 1
ORLANDO, FL OCT. 2
BATESBURG, SC OCT. 8
PASCAGOULA, MS OCT. 8
BRUNSWICK, GA OCT. 15
ZWOLLE, LA OCT. 15-16
CHATTANOOGA, TN OCT. 16
ROXBORO, NC OCT. 22 

For more information, contact Shelly Kramer  
at (703) 267-1459 or mkramer@nrahq.org. For a complete  

listing, see shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Friends of NRA events celebrate 

American values with fun, fellowship 

and fundraising for The NRA Foundation. 

To learn more, visit friendsofnra.org, 

contact your local field representative or 

call (800) 672-3888, ext. 1351.

Southern Region Director—Al Hammond
 ahammond@nrahq.org

LA—Chad Bowen
cbowen@nrahq.org

AL, MS—Gene Newman
gnewman@nrahq.org

Northern FL—Bret Eldridge
peldridge@nrahq.org

Southern FL—Tom Knight  
tknight@nrahq.org

GA—Neely Raper
nraper@nrahq.org

Eastern NC—Lloyd Edwards
ledwards@nrahq.org

Western NC—Doug Merrill
rmerrill@nrahq.org

TN—Mike Webb
mwebb@nrahq.org

SC—Freeman Coleman 
fcoleman@nrahq.org

OCT. 31-NOV. 4—COLUMBUS, GA
(Tactical Shooting)

OCT. 31-NOV. 4—SUMMERVILLE, SC
(Tactical Shooting)

OCT. 31-NOV. 4—DEMOPOLIS, AL
(Handgun/Shotgun)

Contact Erika Buchanan at ebuchanan@
nrahq.org or (703) 267-1638. 

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

T he NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim® 

program provides men and women 

with crime prevention and personal 

safety strategies. To learn more about the 

program, visit refuse.nra.org. The most 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Public and private officers interested in 

becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 

Firearms Instructor Development 

Schools. Restricted to law enforcement 

officers only.

OCT. 3-7—PEARL, MS
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 3-7—SHREVEPORT, LA
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 3-7—MEMPHIS, TN
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 10-14—SAVANNAH, GA
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 10-14—APPLING, GA
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 17-21—FLORENCE, AL
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 17-21—SUMMERVILLE, SC
(Patrol Rifle)

OCT. 17-21—PALM BAY, FL
(Tactical Shooting)

OCT. 24-28—HOMESTEAD, FL
(Handgun/Shotgun)

OCT. 24-28—BOWMAN, SC
(Handgun/Shotgun)
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OCT. 1-2 CLERMONT, FL
Minneola City Hall, New Florida Gun Shows  
(407) 568-3365

OCT. 1-2 FORT MYERS, FL
Lee Civic Center, Florida Gun Shows (407) 410-6870

OCT. 1-2 LAKE WALES, FL 
Lake Wales National Armory, Great American 
Promotions (865) 453-0074

OCT. 1-2 OCALA, FL 
Motel 6 Conference Center- Ocala, FL, Cliffhangers 
Gun Shows (386) 325-6114

OCT. 1-2 POMPANO BEACH, FL 
Elks Lodge, Florida Gun Expo (305) 922-3677

OCT. 1-2 GROVETOWN, GA
Columbia County Exhibition Center, Eastman Gun 
Shows (229) 423-4867

OCT. 1-2 PONCHATOULA, LA
Ponchatoula Lions Club, Ten Ring Arms  
(225) 573-2232

OCT. 1-2 WEST MONROE, LA
West Monroe Civic Center, Jean LaFitte Promotions 
(337) 302-5535

OCT. 1-2 FAYETTEVILLE, NC
Crown Center, C&E Gun Shows (540) 953-0016

OCT. 1-2 GRAY, TN
Appalachian Fairgrounds, R.K. Shows Inc.  
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 1-2 NASHVILLE, TN 
Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Bill Goodman Gun & 
Knife Shows (502) 538-3900

OCT. 8-9 BIRMINGHAM, AL
Jefferson Civic Center, Alabama Gun Collectors 
Birmingham Ass'n. (205) 317-0948

OCT. 8-9 ORLANDO, FL 
Central Florida Fairgrounds, Florida Gun Shows  
(407) 410-6870

OCT. 8-9 STUART, FL 
Martin County Fairgrounds, Great American 
Promotions (865) 453-0074

OCT. 8-9 TAMPA, FL 
Florida State Fairgrounds, Florida Sportsman 
Magazine (772) 219-7400

OCT. 8-9 WEST PALM BEACH, FL 
South Florida Fairgrounds, Sport Show Specialists 
(321) 777-7455

OCT. 8-9 VARNELL, GA
City of Varnell Gym, North Georgia Gun Show  
(828) 557-1543

OCT. 8-9 LAFAYETTE, LA
Lafayette Event Center, Lafayette Event Center Gun 
Show (985) 624-8577

OCT. 8-9 FLETCHER, NC
Western NC Agricultural Center, Mike Kent & 
Associates (770) 630-7296

OCT. 8-9 GREENVILLE, NC
Greenville Convention Center, S&D Show 
Promotions (252) 745-5647

OCT. 8-9 LUMBERTON, NC
Southeastern Ag Center, Dixie Gun & Knife Show 
Classic (919) 781-1287

OCT. 8-9 NASHVILLE, TN
Nashville Fairgrounds, R. K. Shows Inc. (563) 927-8176

OCT. 14-15 EDEN, NC
Kings Way Plaza, Eden Gun Show (828) 524-2064

OCT. 14-15 NEWTON, NC
Hickory American Legion Fairgrounds, Tmac’s Air 
Gun Service (828) 294-2468

OCT. 15-16 FORT PIERCE, FL 
Havert L Fenn Center, Patriot Productions LLC.  
(866) 611-0442

OCT. 15-16 MELBOURNE, FL 
Melbourne Auditorium, Sport Show Specialists  
(321) 777-7455

OCT. 15-16 PANAMA CITY, FL 
Bay County Fairgrounds, North Florida Gun & Knife 
Shows (407) 275-7233

OCT. 15-16 COLUMBUS, GA
Columbus Georgia Convention & Trade Center, Gun 
Shows of the South (563) 927-8176

OCT. 15-16 PONCHATOULA, LA
Ponchatoula Area Recreation, Jean LaFitte 
 (337) 302-5535

OCT. 15-16 GREENVILLE, SC
TD Convention Center, South Carolina Arms 
Collectors Ass’n. (803) 463-9377

OCT. 15-16 KNOXVILLE, TN 
Chilhowee Park & Exposition Center, R.K. Shows Inc. 
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 22-23 ROBERTSDALE, AL 
Baldwin County Fairgrounds, CASC Robertsdale Gun 
Show (334) 322-8818

OCT. 22-23 JACKSONVILLE, FL 
The Morocco Shrine, Cliffhangers Gun Shows  
(386) 325-6114

OCT. 22-23 MIAMI, FL 
Miccosukee Gaming Resort, Florida Gun Expo  
(305) 922-3677

OCT. 22-23 TAMPA, FL 
Florida State Fairgrounds, Florida Gun Shows  
(407) 410-6870

OCT. 22-23 CLARKSVILLE, GA
Habersham County Fairgrounds, North Georgia Gun 
Show (828) 557-1543

OCT. 22-23 KENNER, LA
Pontchartrain Center, Great Southern Gun & Knife 
Shows (865) 671-4757

OCT. 22-23 CHARLOTTE, NC
Park Expo, Dixie Gun & Knife Show Classic  
(919) 781-1287

OCT. 22-23 WINSTON-SALEM, NC
Winston-Salem Fairgrounds, C&E Gun Shows  
(540) 953-0016

OCT. 22-23 CHATTANOOGA, TN 
Alhambra Shriners Auditorium, Alhambra Shriners 
Provost (423) 322-0855

OCT. 22-23 MEMPHIS, TN 
Agricenter International Park, R.K. Shows Inc.  
(563) 927-8176

OCT. 22-23 WILMINGTON, NC
Wilmington National Guard Armory, Wilmington 
Gun & Knife Show (252) 745-5647

OCT. 29-30 DOUBLE SPRINGS, AL 
Double Springs Municipal Building, Town of Double 
Springs (205) 489-5447

OCT. 29-30 HUNTSVILLE, AL 
Von Braun Civic Center, CASC Huntsville Gun Show 
(334) 322-8818

OCT. 29-30 OKEECHOBEE, FL 
KOA Convention Center, Great American 
Promotions (865) 453-0074

OCT. 29-30 PALMETTO, FL 
Bradenton Convention Center, Florida Gun Shows 
(407) 410-6870

OCT. 29-30 SHREVEPORT, LA
Riverview Hall, Classic Arms Productions  
(985) 624-8577

OCT. 29-30 MYRTLE BEACH, SC
Myrtle Beach Convention Center, Mike Kent & 
Associates (770) 630-7296

OCT. 29-30 KNOXVILLE, TN
Knoxville Expo Center, R.K. Shows Inc. (563) 927-8176

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA recruiters. * 
Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3772.

gunshows

up-to-date schedule is available on the 

Internet at nrainstructors.org, by email 

at refuse@nrahq.org or by phone at 

(800) 861-1166.

OCT. 1—WEST PALM BEACH, FL
(Seminar)
David D’Eugenio (561) 844-1381

OCT. 15—LILBURN, GA
(Seminar)
Greg Schreffler (770) 367-3525

OCT. 29—LILBURN, GA
(Seminar)
Greg Schreffler (770) 367-3525

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

For more information, contact your 

state association listed here, or log on 

to clubs.nra.org.

Alabama Rifle and Pistol Ass’n.
(256) 534 7968

Florida Sport Shooting Ass’n.
fssaf.wildapricot.org

Georgia Sport Shooting Ass’n.
gssa.info

Louisiana Shooting Ass’n.
louisianashooting.com

Mississippi State Firearm Owners Ass’n.
msgo.com

North Carolina Rifle & Pistol Ass’n.
ncrpa.org

Gun Owners of South Carolina
gosc.org

Tennessee Shooting Sports Ass’n. Inc.
tennesseeshootingsportsassociation.org
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NRA Headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888

NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007

MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT/
   GIFT PLANNING 877-NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION 800-423-6894
NRA INSTRUCTOR/
   COACH FIREARM TRAINING 703-267-1500
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM 800-231-0752
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM 800-861-1166
RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 703-267-1511
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS 800-NRA-CLUB
RANGE SERVICES 877-672-7264
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING 877-672-6282
LAW ENFORCEMENT 703-267-1640
FRIENDS OF NRA 703-267-1342
NRA MUSEUMS/
   GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS 703-267-1600
SHOWS & EXHIBITS 866-343-1805
MEDIA RELATIONS  703-267-1595

2017 NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS • APRIL 28-30 • ATLANTA, GA

For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit nraam.org

regional report  •  southwest

PISTOL
SLOUGHHOUSE, CA OCT. 2
VENTURA, CA OCT. 2
FARR WEST, UT OCT. 8
ESCONDIDO, CA OCT. 9
DULZURA, CA OCT. 22
PHOENIX, AZ OCT. 22-23
YUMA, AZ OCT. 29

SMALLBORE RIFLE
S. EL MONTE, CA OCT. 15-16

HIGH POWER RIFLE
IMPERIAL VALLEY, CA OCT. 2
YUMA, AZ OCT. 9
BOULDER CITY, NV OCT. 9
CLOVIS, CA OCT. 9
CENTERVILLE, UT OCT. 15
RENO, NV OCT. 15
WENDOVER, UT OCT. 22

SILHOUETTE
TUCSON, AZ OCT. 1
BURNEY, CA OCT. 2
AVENAL, CA OCT. 8-9
MESA, AZ OCT. 16
PHOENIX, AZ OCT. 16
CHINO VALLEY, CA OCT. 21

For more information, contact Shelly Kramer 
at (703) 267-1459 or mkramer@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Friends of NRA events celebrate 

American values with fun, fellowship 

and fundraising for The NRA Foundation. 

You’ll have the opportunity to participate in 

games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions and 

AZ—Winston Pendleton
wpendleton@nrahq.org

Mid CA—Bob Anderson
randerson@nrahq.org 

Central CA—Paul Rodarmel
prodarmel@nrahq.org

Northern CA—Dan Wilhelm
dwilhelm@nrahq.org

Southern CA—Mike Davis
mdavis@nrahq.org

Northern CA—Dan Wilhelm
dwilhelm@nrahq.org

Eastern CA—Cole Beverly
cbeverly@nrahq.org

NV—Steve Wilson
swilson@nrahq.org

UT—Jim Reardon
jreardon@nrahq.org

more. Your attendance contributes to grants 

that promote fi rearm education, safety and 

marksmanship. To learn more about events 

in your area, visit friendsofnra.org, contact 

your local fi eld representative or call 

(800) 672-3888, ext. 1351.

Southwest Region Director—Jason Quick
jquick@nrahq.org

This Ronald Reagan commemorative plaque, featuring a picture of Reagan at his ranch in California
and a presidential seal, is available exclusively at Friends of NRA events.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT

Public and private officers interested in 

becoming firearm instructors should 

attend one of NRA’s Law Enforcement 

Firearms Instructor Development Schools, 

designed to enhance the instructors’ 

firearm knowledge and handling skills, 

as well as prepare them to develop 

effective training programs, instruct 

in a professional manner, and conduct 

practical training exercises. Restricted to 

law enforcement officers only.

OCT. 3-7—LAS VEGAS, NV 
(Tactical Shooting)

OCT. 24-28—LAS VEGAS, NV
(Tactical Shotgun)

Contact MaryEllen Shine at mshine@

nrahq.org or (703) 267-1628.

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

T he NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim® 

program provides men and women 

with crime prevention and personal 

safety strategies. To learn more about the 

program, visit refuse.nra.org. The most 

up-to-date schedule is available on the 

Internet at nrainstructors.org, by email 

at refuse@nrahq.org or by phone at 

(800) 861-1166.

OCT. 9—MESA, AZ
(Seminar)
Gerard Violette (480) 244-6315

OCT. 9—MESA, AZ
(Instructor Development Workshop)
Gerard Violette (480) 244-6315

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

For more information about your 

state association, contact your state 

association listed here, or log on to 

clubs.nra.org.

Arizona State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n.
asrpa.com

California Rifle & Pistol Ass’n.
crpa.org

Nevada Firearms Coalition
nvfac.org

Utah State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n.
1 (801) 99-9763

OCT. 1-2 DEL MAR, CA 
Del Mar Fairgrounds, Crossroads of the West Gun 
Shows (801) 544-9125

OCT. 1-2 KINGMAN, AZ
Mohave County Fairgrounds, High Desert Events 
(928) 279-5406

OCT. 1-2 GARDNERVILLE, NV
Douglas County Fairgrounds, American Dream Gun 
Show (775) 835-9677

OCT. 1-2 LAKEPORT, CA 
Lake County Fairgrounds, Phoenix Productions 
(707) 496-1883

OCT. 1-2 SONORA, CA
Mother Lode Fairgrounds, Buck Stop Gun Shows 
(530) 622-9486

OCT. 8-9 HENDERSON, NV
Henderson Convention Center, Western Trails Gun 
& Knife Shows (702) 222-1948

OCT. 8-9 SANTA MARIA, CA
Santa Maria Fairpark, Central Coast Gun Shows 
(805) 481-6726

OCT. 8-9 TURLOCK, CA
Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, Code of the West 
Productions (530) 676-8762

OCT. 8-9 UKIAH, CA
Ukiah Fairgrounds, Buck Stop Gun Shows 
(530) 622-9486

OCT. 8-9 OGDEN, UT
Weber County Fair, Utah Gun Collectors Association 
(801) 486-1349

OCT. 8-9  LAKESIDE, AZ
Arizona Liberty Foundation, Firing Pin Enterprises 
(928) 485-0437

OCT. 15-16 YREKA, CA
Siskiyou Golden Fairgrounds, SECO Gun Shows 
(530) 591-3379

OCT. 15-16 PRESCOTT VALLEY, AZ
Prescott Valley Event Center, Western Collectibles 
and Firearms (928) 848-0070

OCT. 15-16 ONTARIO, CA
Ontario Convention Center, Crossroads of the West 
Gun Shows (801) 544-9125

OCT. 22 TUCSON, AZ
Sabbar Shrine Center, Sabbar Shrine (520) 207-0779

OCT. 22-23 SANDY, UT
South Towne Expo Center, Rocky Mountain Gun 
Shows (801) 589-0975

OCT. 22-23 RENO, NV
Reno-Sparks Convention Center, Crossroads of the 
West Gun Shows (801) 544-9125

OCT. 22-23 WICKENBURG, AZ
Community Center, Arizona Collectibles and 
Firearms (928) 310-8544

OCT. 22-23 VALLEJO, CA
Solano County Fairgrounds, Code of the West 
Productions (530) 676-8762

OCT. 29-30 LAKE HAVASU, AZ
Aquatic Center, Arizona Collectibles and Firearms 
(928) 310-8544

OCT. 29-30 TUCSON, AZ
Tucson Expo, AZ Gun Radio (650) 520-6002

OCT. 29-30 VENTURA, CA
Ventura County Fairgrounds, Crossroads of the West 
Gun Shows (801) 544-9125

OCT. 29-30 LAS VEGAS, NV
Cashman Field Center, Crossroads of the West Gun 
Shows (801) 544-9125

Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 
recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3784.

gunshows
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NRA Headquarters: (703) 267-1000
INTERNET ADDRESS: nra.org

Member information & benefi ts 
MEMBERSHIP ACCOUNT INFORMATION: (877) 672-2000 

 The “NRA Regional Report,” a service for NRA members, appears in every issue of American Rifl eman, American Hunter and 
America’s 1st Freedom. The Regional Report is an up-to-date listing of NRA conducted and/or sponsored events scheduled 
in your region for the current month. Call to verify event dates and locations before traveling.

MEMBER SERVICE (800) 672-3888

NRAstore.com (888) 607-6007

MEMBER PROGRAMS
 Hertz Car Rental CDP# 166609 (800) 654-2200
 AVIS Car Rental AWD# A832100 (800) 225-7094
 NRA Endorsed Insurance Programs (877) 672-3006
 NRA Endorsed Prescription Plan (888) 436-3700
 NRA Endorsed Check Program (888) 331-6767
 NRA VISA Card (866) NRA-VISA
 NRA Real Estate/Relocation Services (800) 593-2526
 NRA Endorsed Moving Program
    North American Van Lines (800) 524-5533
    Allied Van Lines (800) 871-8864

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
 Grassroots/Legislative Hotline (800) 392-8683

OFFICE OF ADVANCEMENT/
   GIFT PLANNING 877-NRA-GIVE
THE NRA FOUNDATION 800-423-6894
NRA INSTRUCTOR/
   COACH FIREARM TRAINING 703-267-1500
EDDIE EAGLE GUNSAFE PROGRAM 800-231-0752
REFUSE TO BE A VICTIM 800-861-1166
RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS 703-267-1511
NRA AFFILIATED CLUBS 800-NRA-CLUB
RANGE SERVICES 877-672-7264
COMPETITIVE SHOOTING 877-672-6282
LAW ENFORCEMENT 703-267-1640
FRIENDS OF NRA 703-267-1342
NRA MUSEUMS/
   GUN COLLECTOR PROGRAMS 703-267-1600
SHOWS & EXHIBITS 866-343-1805
MEDIA RELATIONS  703-267-1595

2017 NRA ANNUAL MEETINGS • APRIL 28-30 • ATLANTA, GA

For hotel accommodations at the NRA Annual Meetings, visit nraam.org

regional report  •  west

PISTOL
COEUR D’ALENE, ID OCT. 8
HONOLULU, HI OCT. 8-9
RAVENSDALE, WA OCT. 15
SHERWOOD, OR OCT. 15
SPRINGFIELD, OR OCT. 22

SMALLBORE RIFLE
HONOLULU, HI OCT. 9 & 16

HIGH POWER RIFLE
REXBURG, ID OCT. 1
CHEYENNE, WY OCT. 1
HARRIS, MN OCT. 1-2
BENTON CITY, WA OCT. 7-9
GRAND FORKS, ND OCT. 8
EAGLE CREEK, OR OCT. 29-30

SILHOUETTE
SHERWOOD, OR OCT. 1
BUTTE, MT OCT. 8-9
EASTONVLLE, WA OCT. 9
BLACKFOOT, ID OCT. 15
CARPENTER, WY OCT. 15

For more information, contact Shelly Kramer 
at (703) 267-1459 or mkramer@nrahq.org. For a complete 

listing, see shootingsportsusa.com.

areashoots

Friends of NRA events celebrate 

American values with fun, fellowship 

and fundraising for The NRA Foundation. 

You’ll have the opportunity to participate in 

games, raffl  es, live and silent auctions and 

MN—Eric Linder
elinder@nrahq.org

ND, SD—Clay Pederson
cpederson@nrahq.org

Northern AK—Josh Toennessen
jtoennessen@nrahq.org

Southern AK—Greg Stephens
gstephens@nrahq.org

ID—Steve Vreeland
svreeland@nrahq.org

MT—Joe Crismore
jcrismore@nrahq.org

OR, HI—Mike Carey
mcarey@nrahq.org

WA—Michael Herrera
mherrera@nrahq.org

WY—Dave Manzer

dmanzer@nrahq.org

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Police Competition

NRA Police Pistol Combat competition 

is intended to be used as an extension 

more. Your attendance contributes to grants 

that promote fi rearm education, safety and 

marksmanship. To learn more about events 

in your area, visit friendsofnra.org, contact 

your local fi eld representative or call 

(800) 672-3888, ext. 1351.

Western Region Director—Brad Kruger
bkruger@nrahq.org

This Ronald Reagan commemorative plaque, featuring a picture of Reagan at his ranch in California
and a presidential seal, is available exclusively at Friends of NRA events.
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OCT. 1 CARSON, WA
American Legion Post 137, Cascade Sportsman’s 
Club (502) 427-5906

OCT. 1-2 PALMER, AK
Palmer State Fairgrounds, Alaska Gun Collectors 
Ass’n. (907) 346-1075

OCT. 1-2 IDAHO FALLS, ID
Shilo Convention Center, Lewis Clark Trader  
(208) 746-5555

OCT. 1-2 POST FALLS, ID
Greyhound Park & Event Center, Lewis Clark Trader 
(208) 746-5555

OCT. 1-2 MARSING, ID
Phipps-Watson American Legion and Community 
Center, American Legion 128 (208) 350-3915

OCT. 1-2 GRANTS PASS, OR
Josephine County Fairgrounds, Collectors West 
(800) 659-3440

OCT. 1-2 TACOMA, WA
Marymount Event Center, Big Top Promotions  
(253) 228-1648

OCT. 1-2 WALLA WALLA, WA
Walla Walla County Fairgrounds, Sports Connection 
(406) 633-9333

OCT. 1-2 EVELETH, MN
Range Recreation Civic Center, AC Expos  
(218) 290-0274

OCT. 1-2 ST. PAUL, MN
Minnesota State Fairgrounds-Education Building, 
Minnesota Weapons Collectors Ass’n. (612) 721-8976

OCT. 7-8 AITKIN, MN
40 Club Convention Center, A.C. Expos 
(218) 290-0274

OCT. 7-9 KALISPELL, MT
Flathead County Fairgrounds, Sports Connection 
(406) 633-9333

OCT. 7-9 WISE RIVER, MT
Wise River Community Building, Weapons 
Collectors Society of Montana (406) 832-3238

OCT. 8 VANCOUVER, WA
Clark County Square Dance Center, Arms Collectors 
of Southwest Washington (360) 263-7511

OCT. 8-9 CANBY, OR
Clackamas County Fairgrounds, Collectors West 
(800) 659-3440

OCT. 8-9 PORT ANGELES, WA
Clallam County Fairgrounds, Big Top Promotions 
(253) 228-1648

OCT. 8-9 ST. CLOUD, MN
St Cloud National Guard Armory, Russ Bowers Gun 
Shows (218) 845-2530

OCT. 14-16 LEWISTOWN, MT
Fergus County Fairgrounds, Weapons Collector 
Society of Montana (406) 277-4485

OCT. 15-16 PORTLAND, OR
Portland Metropolitan Exposition Center, Collectors 
West (800) 659-3440

OCT. 15-16 REDMOND, OR
Deschutes County Fair & Expo Center, Central 
Oregon Gun Shows (541) 610-3717

OCT. 15-16 CASHMERE, WA
Wenatchee Chelan County Fairgrounds, Big Top 
Promotions (253) 228-1648

OCT. 15-16 MONROE, WA
Evergreen State Fairgrounds, Washington Arms 
Collectors (425) 255-8410

OCT. 15-16 CENTRALIA, WA
SouthWest Washington Fairgrounds, Wes Knodel 
Gun Shows (503) 363-9564

OCT. 21-23 BUTTE, MT
Butte Civic Center, Sports Connection  
(406) 633-9333

OCT. 22-23 EUGENE, OR
Lane County Fairgrounds, Collectors West 
(800) 659-3440

OCT. 22-23 LYNDEN, WA
Northwest Washington Fairgrounds, Falcon Gun 
Productions (360) 770-1575

OCT. 22-23 RICHLAND, WA
Shilo Inn, Sports Connection (406) 633-9333

OCT. 22-23 ENUMCLAW, WA
Enumclaw Expo Center, Big Top Promotions  
(253) 228-1648

OCT. 22-23 MITCHELL, SD
Davison County 4-H Grounds, Dakota Territory Gun 
Collectors Ass’n. (605) 630-0423

OCT. 22-23 GRAND RAPIDS, MN
Grand Rapids National Guard Armory, A.C. Expos 
(218) 290-0274

OCT. 23 PORTLAND, OR
Jackson Armory, Oregon Arms Collectors 
ggdavid56@comcast.net

OCT. 29-30 CENTRAL POINT, OR
Jackson County Fairgrounds, Collectors West  
(800) 659-3440

OCT. 29-30 ALBANY, OR
Linn County Expo Center, Wes Knodel Gun Shows 
(503) 363-9564

OCT. 29-30 EVERETT, WA
Holiday Inn Conference Center, Big Top Promotions 
(253) 228-1648

OCT. 29-30 PUYALLUP, WA
Western Washington Fairgrounds, Washington 
Arms Collectors (425) 255-8410

OCT. 29-30 ST. PAUL, MN
Minnesota State Fairgrounds-Coliseum Building, 
Minnesota Weapons Collectors Ass’n. (612) 721-8976

 
Dates and locations subject to change—contact the show before traveling. Discounted NRA membership sold through NRA 

recruiters. *Some shows may offer free admission for new membership and renewals. To become an NRA Recruiter call (703) 267-3784.

gunshowsof an officer’s training. See PPC Rulebook 

(Rule 2.4) for eligibility requirements.

OCT. 8—RICHLAND, WA
(Approved)

OCT. 15—ARLINGTON, WA
(Approved)

Contact Tiffany King at tking@nrahq.org 
or (703) 267-1621.

TRAINING

Crime Prevention

T he NRA’s Refuse To Be A Victim® 

program provides men and women 

with crime prevention and personal 

safety strategies. To learn more about the 

program, visit refuse.nra.org. The most 

up-to-date schedule is available on the 

Internet at nrainstructors.org, by email 

at refuse@nrahq.org or by phone at 

(800) 861-1166.

OCT.  15—PUYALLUP, WA
(Seminar)
Kim Lazoff at kimlazoff@outlook.com

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

For more information about your 

state association, contact your state 

association listed here, or log on to 

clubs.nra.org.

Alaska Outdoor Council Inc.
alaskaoutdoorcouncil.org

Hawaii Rifle Ass’n.
hawaiirifleassociation.org

Idaho State Rifle & Pistol Ass’n.
idahosrpa.org

Minnesota Rifle & Revolver Ass’n. Inc.
mrra.org

Montana Rifle & Pistol Ass’n.
mtrpa.org

North Dakota Shooting Sports Ass’n.
ndssa.org

Oregon State Shooting Ass’n.
ossa.org

South Dakota Shooting Sports Ass'n.
sdshootingsports.org

Washington State Rifle & Pistol Ass'n. Inc.
wsrpa.org

Wyoming State Shooting Ass'n. Inc.
wyossa.com
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programs & services

NRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Joe M. Allbaugh, Texas; William H. Allen, Tennessee; Thomas P. Arvas, New Mexico; Scott L. Bach, New Jersey; William A. Bachenberg, Pennsylvania; M. Carol Bambery, 
Washington, D.C.; Bob Barr, Georgia; Ronnie G. Barrett, Tennessee; Clel Baudler, Iowa; David E. Bennett, New Mexico; J. Kenneth Blackwell, Ohio; Matt Blunt, Virginia; Dan Boren, 
Oklahoma; Robert K. Brown, Colorado; Pete R. Brownell, Iowa; Dave Butz, Illinois; J. William Carter, Kentucky; Ted W. Carter, Florida; Richard R. Childress, North Carolina; Patricia 
A. Clark, Connecticut; Allan D. Cors, Virginia; Charles L. Cotton, Texas; David G. Coy, Michigan; Larry E. Craig, Idaho;  John L. Cushman, New York; William H. Dailey, New 
Mexico; Joseph P. DeBergalis Jr., New York; R. Lee Ermey, California; Edie P. Fleeman, North Carolina; Joel Friedman, Nevada; Sandra S. Froman, Arizona; James S. Gilmore III, 
Virginia; Marion P. Hammer, Florida; Maria Heil, Pennsylvania; Steve Hornady, Nebraska; Susan Howard, Texas; Roy Innis, Nevada; Curtis S. Jenkins, Georgia; David A. Keene, 
Maryland; Tom King, New York; Timothy Knight, Tennessee; Herbert A. Lanford  Jr., South Carolina; Karl A. Malone, Louisiana; Sean Maloney, Ohio; Carolyn D. Meadows, 
Georgia; Bill Miller, West Virginia; Owen Buz Mills, Arizona; Craig Morgan, Tennessee; Grover G. Norquist, Washington, D.C.; Oliver L. North, Virginia; Robert Nosler, Oregon; Johnny 
Nugent, Indiana; Ted Nugent, Texas; Lance Olson, Iowa; James W. Porter II, Alabama; Peter J. Printz, Montana; Todd J. Rathner, Arizona; Wayne Anthony Ross, Alaska; Carl T. 
Rowan Jr., Virginia; Don Saba, Arizona; William H. Satterfi eld, Alabama; Mercedes Schlapp, Virginia; Ronald L. Schmeits, New Mexico; Esther Q. Schneider, Texas; Steven C. Schreiner, 
Colorado; Tom Selleck, California; John C. Sigler, Delaware; Leroy Sisco, Texas; Bart Skelton, New Mexico; Dwight D. Van Horn, Idaho; Blaine Wade, Tennessee; Linda L. Walker, Ohio; 
Howard J. Walter, North Carolina; Allen B. West, Texas; Robert J. Wos, Florida; Donald E. Young, Alaska.

Communications intended for any member of the NRA Board of Directors should be addressed to: (Name of Board member), NRA Offi  ce of the Secretary, 
11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030; or nrabod@nrahq.org; or (703)267-1021.  Please include your name, contact information and NRA membership I.D. 
number, as only communications from NRA members will be forwarded.

 D
uring their weeklong stay for the Youth Education Summit 

(Y.E.S.), students from around the country learned the 

importance of our rights and freedoms.

Started in 1996, more than 700 students have been 

awarded scholarships and the chance to learn history and 

civic responsibility while attending the Friends of NRA Y.E.S. 

program. This year’s group included 47 applicants, from 37 

diff erent states, with a range of backgrounds and experiences. 

Many had never been to the nation’s capital prior to this summit. 

It presented a great opportunity to connect with peers who 

feel passionately about the Second Amendment. Bright, well-

informed and eager, the student representatives were ready to 

learn about the background of the NRA.

Students participated in a mock Friends of NRA fundrais-

ing event; were exposed to the fundraising and 

safety programs that are promoted by the NRA, 

including the Eddie Eagle GunSafe Program; and 

met with NRA-ILA Federal Liaison Jack Thomp-

son. Thompson informed the students about the 

importance of an ethical and truthful media, and 

he discussed the current vacancy on the Supreme 

Court. Students were able to ask questions in 

order to better understand how the NRA and 

politics are deeply intertwined in the organiza-

tion’s eff orts to uphold Second Amendment-

protected freedoms.

The participants took in sites around the na-

tion’s capital, including visits to Capitol Hill, the 

Supreme Court, the American History Museum 

and the Marine Corps Museum during their 

weeklong excursion in late July. Treated to a talk 

about the history of the highest court in the land, 

the teens learned about the symbolism behind 

the architectural and design choices, and they 

were told about the great work that went into building the 

Supreme Court. Many were impressed with what they saw and 

learned, never losing sight of the importance of civic responsi-

bility and defense of constitutional rights. 

Youth Education Summit 
Teaches 47 Students 
About Our Rights By NRA Staff 
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P
icture 1,000 people lined up side by side, rifl es at the ready. Then, 

on command, 1,000 near-simultaneous reports ring out from the 

people in the mile-long line.

If you’d like to be one of those who get to ring out a shot for freedom, 

here’s your chance. The NRA is partnering with Henry Repeating Arms to 

bring this off er, the 1000 Man Shoot, to fruition Nov. 14 at the Ben Avery 

Shooting Facility in Phoenix. 

“The Henry 1000 Man Shoot represents a milestone of American his-

tory, as we celebrate the passion for shooting, fi rearm crafts-

manship and the power of our Second Amendment freedoms 

in an event that will forge a new world record,” said Kyle Weaver, executive 

director of NRA General Operations. “We welcome the enthusiasm of all 

who attend, and we expect the 1000 Man Shoot to be a unique experi-

ence of a lifetime.”

The opportunity should appeal to Second-Amendment loyalists and gun 

collectors alike. Henry is donating more than 1,000 Golden Boy Silver rifl es in 

.22 Long Rifl e for the cause, each with a special serialization and engraving to 

commemorate the event. When you sign up to participate, you can also elect 

to buy the rifl e, and it will be shipped to the buyer after the shoot. 

“We created an event that is going to be patriotic, fun and a statement 

of community—one that people are going to be proud to participate in 

and be part of fi rearm history,” said Anthony Imperato, president of Henry, 

“and most importantly, one that is going to benefi t the NRA.”

The shoot is being billed as possibly setting a record for the most 

people to simultaneously fi re rifl es. Even if it’s not recognized as such by 

outside sources, it will go into the offi  cial NRA records.

Winchester Ammunition is supplying the ammunition and Baron Tech-

nology is handling the engraving.

Get a free Henry decal and catalog at: www.henryrifl es.com/catalog/

NRA, Henry Line Up A 1000 Man Shoot
The event, being touted as potentially the largest number of people to shoot rifl es at 

once, will off er a chance for Second Amendment supporters to show their solidarity.

The engraving on the nickel-plated Henry Repeating Arms Golden Boy Silver receiver 
features the logo for the 1000 Man Shoot, which includes a dark silhouette of one shooter, 
with a progression of others behind it, representing the 1,000 people on the fi ring line. 

By NRA Staff 

For more information, or to register for the 

event, go online to        1000manshoot.nra.org.



the hollow-point cartridge is well-
positioned at about $0.11 per round, 
and, being the fastest of the three 
loads, is a capable small-game hunting 
and high-velocity target round. Once 
available, the 37-gr. ammunition will 
carry a suggested price of about $0.15 
per round. Visual inspection of the 
target and hollow-point loads revealed 
seemingly well-made ammunition, 
absent of visual fl aws and gener-
ally uniform in appearance. And, of 

course, all BPR cartridges bear the 
iconic Buckmark, stamped on to the 
case head.

One thing I particularly like 
about the BPR line is its effective 
packaging. Each load-specifi c box, 
through its illustration and physi-
cal size, helps convey the nature 
and intended role of the cartridges 
contained therein. All continue the 
brand’s gold-and-black color scheme, 
but, for example, the round-nose 

target load is delineated by illustra-
tions of bullseye-style targets, and 
it is only offered in a 400-round 
cardboard bulk pack—perfect for 
plinkers. The 40-gr. hollow point, 
on the other hand, is packaged 100 
to a box, this time in a sliding-top 
plastic container, and will visually 
cue customers to its role as a bushy-
tail buster with its squirrel-inspired 
design. And, though I haven’t seen it 
fi rsthand, it appears the fragmenting 

BROWNING AMMUNITION
continued from p. 88

One of the three offerings in the BPR 

rimfi re line carries a fragmenting 37-gr. 

bullet that leaves the muzzle at 1400 f.p.s.

8 CIGARS
ONLY $10

*

First-Class Premium Cigar Sampler
When it comes to cigars, no one even comes close to Cigars International and we’re 
ready to prove it to ‘ya with an outrageous intro offer: 8 premium handmade cigars for 
just $10. Go ahead, price shop this one and prepare to be stunned. When you’re ready, 
we’re here waiting with the world’s largest selection of premium handmade cigars at 
the planet’s lowest prices, delivered fast and fresh. That’s our guarantee.

Limited time offer. One per customer please.

Includes 1 each of: Toraño • HC • 5 Vegas • Cuba Libre • Jesus Fuego
La Perla Habana • Alec Bradley • Rocky Patel

www.CigarsIntl.com/SA1667
You must enter complete web address for special offer

1-888-244-2790 mention code SA11667

*Plus $599 s/h. PA residents add 6% tax — taxes on orders shipped outside of PA are 
the responsibility of the purchaser. Offer expires 11-30-16. Offer available to first-time 
purchasers. From time to time substitutions may occur. Cigars International does 
not sell products to anyone under the age of 21. For more information please see 
www.cigarsinternational.com/ageverify.

$52
VALUE

PERFECT FOR:

• Golf: worry about golf,
 not damaged cigars. 

• Fishing: airtight and it 
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load will come in 50-round, prairie-
dog-themed boxes—however, based 
on my experience with those rodents, 
I wouldn’t be surprised to see a larger 
bulk pack in the future.

At the range I evaluated the two 
40-grainers for function and perfor-
mance. Browning’s testing sug-
gested the target ammunition would 
achieve velocities of 1255 f.p.s. and 
1060 f.p.s. in rifles and handguns, 
respectively. Using a Ruger 10/22 
rifle and a Smith & Wesson Victory 
pistol, fired over a Caldwell G2 chro-
nograph at 15 ft., my results were 
very similar to company literature—
10-shot averages were 1228 f.p.s. 
from 10/22 and 1098 from the 
Victory. The hollow-point load tested 
a bit below its published ballistics; 
Browning touts velocities of 1435 
and 1305 f.p.s., rifle and pistol, but 
I clocked the load at 1367 and 1193 
f.p.s. Testing conditions are enumer-
ated in the notes of the accompa-
nying table, and probably explain 
the difference in results. It’s worth 
mentioning that no malfunctions of 
any kind were encountered through-
out testing, no small achievement 
for rimfire ammunition being used 
in semi-automatic firearms.

Digging a little deeper, I tested 
the loads for accuracy using the Ruger 
10/22, a rifle known to produce 
10-shot, 50-yd. groups ranging from 
about 0.75" to 1.5" with most types 
and brands of .22 Long Rifle ammuni-
tion. Full results can be found in the 
table, but both BPR loads performed 
admirably, providing accuracy char-
acteristic of the rifle. The round-nose 
load produced two sub-1" groups and 
averaged 1.14" over five groups. The 
hollow points never cracked the 1" 
mark, but they did prove to be very 
consistent—with an overall average 
of 1.33", all five groups were within 
0.15" of the average.

All in all, there is no downside 
to one of the biggest brands in 
the shooting and outdoor indus-
try throwing its weight behind an 
ammunition line, particularly when 
that line includes appropriately 
priced, ballistically-sound .22 Long 
Rifle offerings. 
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The NEW DR® Leaf Vacuum 
is designed from the top 
down to make yard cleanup 
easier, faster, and more 
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TO LEARN MORE, VISIT NRAWineClub.com TODAY.

Let America 

See Our Pride!
By Todd Grable, Executive Director of Membership

Y
ou see them all across America — 

NRA member decals on cars and 

trucks — proudly proclaiming 

allegiance to NRA and an essential 

American liberty.

These decals aren’t just a symbol of 

NRA’s power; they are powerful in their 

own right. That’s because every one of 

these decals represents an NRA member 

like you, and your ironclad commitment 

to fi ght for your gun rights everywhere 

they’re threatened.

Your decal promises support of 

the Second Amendment’s allies on 

Election Day.  Your decal promises 

calls and letters to lawmaker offi  ces, 

outspoken opposition in the media, and 

determined and dedicated campaign 

volunteers. 

And the politicians know it.

That’s why your NRA member 

decal has stopped hundreds of gun 

control schemes dead in their tracks… 

And kept anti-gun judges off  the Federal 

bench… And rolled back anti-hunting 

regulations… And passed pro-gun laws 

in Congress and the fi fty states. 

If you’ve lost your decal, 

visit NRA.org/Decal 

and let us know.  

We’ll send you 

another one, FREE.

But in this winner-take-all election 

year, there’s never been a more 

important time for members like you to 

show your strength and commitment 

to freedom. The stakes have never been 

higher. And that’s why it’s critical that 

you display your NRA member decal 

proudly and prominently between now 

and Election Day, November 8th. 

If you’ve lost your decal, visit 

NRA.org/Decal and let us know.  We’ll 

send you another one, FREE. Help us win 

the fi ght with fi ve million NRA member 

decals displayed on cars and trucks from 

coast to coast!

And thanks for all you do to STAND 

AND FIGHT with NRA.

YOUR MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS5-STAR
BENEFITS

A Benefi t Worth Toasting!
NRA’s membership muscle is critical 

to the Second Amendment’s survival and 
your membership is critical to NRA.

To make your decision to renew or 
upgrade your membership easier, we 
look for membership benefi ts that give 
you steep discounts on products you 
buy every day.  By doing that, NRA gives 
you value worth far more than you pay in 
membership dues.

That’s why we’re proud to announce 
our partnership with the Vinesse family 
of fi ne wines, to bring you the NRA 
Wine Club.  

The NRA Wine Club showcases 
handcrafted wines available in small 
quantities from boutique winemakers.  

To welcome you, our winemakers 
have crafted an exceptional deal:  Visit 
NRAWineClub.com to receive a special 
introductory offer of four exceptional 
wines — an $84 value — for only $29.99 
plus shipping and handling.  

individualized notes provide insights 
into the subtle variations of each wine — 
including what recipes pair well — to 
help you enjoy your wine to the fullest.

For the wines they select, the value 
they bring to you and the exceptional 
customer service, NRA Wine Club is 
recognized as one of the best in the 
country.  But the reason they stand head 
and shoulders above other wine clubs 
is our partner, Vinesse’s commitment 
to freedom.

Remember that no member dues 
or contributions are used to support 
or promote NRA’s Wine Club.  It is 
a standalone business, supported 
entirely by wine enthusiasts.

Best of all, Vinesse donates a portion 
of every wine club sale to NRA’s fi ght for 
freedom.  Last year alone, this program 
donated hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to fuel our lobbying, legislative 
and media efforts and help save the 
Second Amendment.

And that’s a membership benefi t 
worth toasting.

Visit NRAWineClub.com to 
receive a special introductory 

offer of four exceptional wines — 
an $84 value — for only $29.99!

To thank you for your commitment, our 
wine club will give you a six-piece wine tote 
with your order, absolutely free of charge.  

If you’re not completely satisfi ed 
with your order, NRA’s Wine Club will 
send you a replacement bottle with their 
compliments.  Plus, you can cancel your 
subscription any time, no questions asked.

You’ll receive wine tasting notes on 
each selection within your shipment. These 

6-Piece 

Wine Tote



SAVE ON TRAVEL

Car Rentals with discounts for members

 Hertz  1-800-654-2200  CDP# 166609  www.Hertz.com/nra

 Avis  1-800-225-7094   AWD# A832100  www.avis.com/nra

 Budget  1-800-527-0700  BCD# Z636500  www.budget.com/nra

 Enterprise 1-800-736-8222 Customer # NRAERAC 

    www.enterprise.com/nra

 National  1-800-227-7368 Customer # 5028198  

    www.nationalcar.com/offer/nra

 Alamo 1-800-462-5266 Customer # 7015199  

    www.alamo.com/offer/nra

Hotels with discounts for members

Wyndham Hotels and Resorts, Baymont Inns, Days Inn, Howard  

Johnson, Knights Inn, Ramada, Travelodge, Wingate, Amerihost Inn, 

Super 8, Endless Vacation Rentals, Hawthorn Suites and Microtel Inns 

and Suites.    1-877-670-7088 Benefits ID 8000002713 or go 

 to www.nra.org/affiliates.aspx  for web links. 

FINANCIAL SERVICES/HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
Credit Card 

 NRA Visa 1-866-NRA-VISA offer 76376  www.nraaccounts.com/nra

Customized Checks

 NRA Check Program 1-888-331-6767  www.nracheckprogram.com

Moving and Relocation Services

 North American 800-524-5533  http://NRA.movingnavl.com

 Allied Van Lines 800-871-8864  http://NRA.movingallied.com

Identity Theft Protection 

 LifeLock 1-877-LifeLock  promo code NRA  www.lifelock.com/nra

NRA Car Buying Service 

 www.nra.org/autos   or call 1-877-924-8287

Personal Information Privacy Protection  

 ManageURID visit www.manageurid.com/nra   or call 1-877-331-8441

SAVE ON INSURANCE
NRA Endorsed Life, Health, Property, Casualty for members and businesses

 1-877-672-3006  www.nraendorsedinsurance.com

High Limit Term Life
 Life Insurance Central, 1-800-756-6452 x9037, www.lic.life/nra9037

MetLife Auto and Home

 1-877-491-5087  www.locktonrisk.com/nrains/auto.htm

NRA Endorsed Emergency Assistance Plus
1-855-295-3683, www.nraendorsedinsurance.com/eap

SAVE ON MEDICAL NEEDS 
NRA Hearing Benefits

 1-866-619-5889  www.NRAHearingBenefits.com

Life Line Screening

 Preventive Screening Services 1-866-651-7926  

 www.LifeLineScreening.com/NRA

Prescription Drug Discounts 

 1-855-881-5685  www.nrarx.com

SPECIALTY SAVINGS

NRA Wine Club

 Vinesse  1-800-331-5578  www.nrawineclub.com

Cigar Club

 NRA Cigar Club – 1-800-870-9317 www.nracigarclub.com

Travel Risk & Crisis Management

 Global Rescue – 1-800-381-9754  www.globalrescue.com/nra

NRA Outdoors Guides & Outfitter Service

 1-918-258-7817   www.nraoutdoors.com

Christmas Cards

 NRA Holiday Card Center  www.holidaycardcenter.org/nra 

SAVE ON NRA GEAR
The NRA Store 1-888-607-6007  www.nrastore.com 
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Put Hundreds of Dollars in Your Pocket 
with NRA 5-Star Benefits

No one can prevent all identity theft. 

†LifeLock does not monitor all transactions at all businesses.

*Credit card required at enrollment. If you’re not completely 

satisfi ed within your 60-day risk free period, just call 

1-800-LifeLock to receive a full refund  of your purchase. 

At enrollment, your credit card will be billed automatically 

($8.99mo/$98.90yr for LifeLock Standard™ or $17.99mo/$197.90yr 

for  LifeLock Advantage™ or $26.99mo/$296.90yr for LifeLock Ultimate Plus™, 

plus applicable sales tax). You can cancel LifeLock® services anytime without 

penalty by calling 1-800-LifeLock. Off er for new LifeLock members only. 

Off er is available for LifeLock Standard™, LifeLock Advantage™ and LifeLock 

Ultimate Plus™ memberships only. Not combinable with other off ers.

**Receive a Cabela’s gift card when you purchase a LifeLock Standard™, Life-

Lock Advantage™ or LifeLock Ultimate Plus™ membership. Must be an active 

LifeLock member for 31 days after enrollment to be eligible for the gift card 

off er. While supplies last. Off er not valid at any other website. We reserve the 

right to cancel any order due to ineligible use of promo code and to modify 

or cancel this off er due to technical error or unforeseen problems. This off er 

may not be applied to previous purchases and may not be combined with 

any other off er. No substitutions or cash equivalents. Estimated retail value 

$25.00. Please allow up to 6-8 weeks for delivery. Void where prohibited.

No NRA member dues or contributions are used for this promotion, program 

or any other related expenses.

LifeLock and the Lockman logo are registered trademarks of LifeLock, Inc.

©2016 LifeLock Inc. All rights reserved. 

LifeLock members and the NRA. 
We speak the same language.
60-Day Money Back Guarantee + 10% OFF* 

the best identity theft protection services

Added Bonus FREE with 

LifeLock Membership: 

$25 Cabela’s Gift Card**

Questions? Visit lifelock.com/nracabelas or call 
1-877-696-5777 and mention promo code NRA160CT.
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reacquire the new range will cause the 
adjustment values to update in real 
time. Equipped with these hold-over 
values, all the shooter must do is dial-
in his or her scope to the appropriate 
elevation setting, assume the proper 
windage hold and pull the trigger.

As mentioned previously, my first 
experience with Bushnell’s new system 
came in early spring during an aoudad 
hunt with Offgrid Outdoors in Texas’ 
Big Bend Country. I used a Savage 
Model 111 Long Range Hunter cham-
bered in .300 Win. Mag. and topped 
with a Bushnell Elite LRHS scope. I 
used Federal Premium’s 150-gr. Fusion 
load. Aoudad are wary creatures 
with keen vision; they are capable of 
pinpointing a hunter’s location and 
moving out of range long before he 
even becomes aware of their presence. 
Naturally, the assumption was that 
any shots taken during this trip would 
take place at long range—making the 
hunt an ideal opportunity to field test 
the accuracy of the CONX Combo at 
extended distances.

It was a sound theory, ruined only 
by unexpected good fortune. After 
spending nearly two hours stalking 
toward a huge ram, my guide and I 
carefully poked our heads around a 
large shrub to find that, instead of 
being where we anticipated the animal 
to be—somewhere in the vicinity of 
400 to 500 yds. from our position—it 
was, in fact, now only 70 yds. away, 
totally oblivious to our presence.

No thought whatsoever was given 
to allowing the ram to retreat to a 
distance that might more adequately 
test the CONX Combo; the first shot 
I was given, I took. That ended up 
being a broadside shot at 180 yds. that 
penetrated both lungs and dropped the 
beast after only a few steps. Although 
the action ended up taking place at 
a range well within the .300 Win. 
Mag.’s point-blank capabilities, we 
did still frequently take readings with 
the rangefinder and adjust my scope’s 
turret accordingly as the ram mulled 
around for several minutes before 
offering me a clean shot. The shooting 
solution provided by the CONX Combo 
was on the nose.

BUSHNELL ELITE CONX COMBO
continued from p. 80

continued on p. 110

SIMPLER
STRONGER
FASTER
…than any Hydraulic 
Log Splitter!

DR® RAPIDFIRE™ 
FLYWHEEL LOG SPLITTER

•  So simple, no hydraulic 
pumps, valves, pistons, 
hoses or fl uids to leak 
or replace.

•  So strong its cast iron fl y-
wheel and steel components 
show almost no wear after 
splitting hundreds of cords.

•  So fast, splits anything a hydraulic splitter 
will in one-sixth the time!

NEW
Models
Starting at 

$59999

Call for FREE DVD and Catalog!

    800-290-7948TOLL
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DRchipper.com DRlogsplitters.com

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

Call or go online for details.

FREE SHIPPING
1 YEAR TRIAL

All-New 
DR® CHIPPERS 
Larger Capacity, Lower Prices!

Starting 
at just

$79999

PTO 
MODELS TOO!

LOWEST
PRICES 
EVER!

•  Chip big branches up to 5.75" 
thick!

•  Self-feeding models available.
 No more force-feeding!

•  Powerful engines spin big 
fly-wheels (up to 62 lbs.), 
generating massive chipping 
force!

•  Models that shred yard and garden waste 
as well as CHIP branches.



*Your shipping cost is priced at $9.99 plus tax, where applicable. No NRA Member dues or contributions are used for this promotion, program or related expenses.

Four Exceptional Wines ...

One Incredible Off er

Wine
Club

Exclusive Introductory Offer

Included!

nrawineclub.com/savor or Call: 1-800-331-5578 

4 Outstanding Wines Just

$29.99

(mention code: nrasavor)

By joining the NRA Wine Club, you’ll enjoy 2 premium 

wines each month while helping defend the second 

amendment. All packs come with custom tasting notes, 

recipes and a guarantee of satisfaction. Cancel anytime.

 

Wine
Club

Support the NRA and its vital mission 
with EVERY wine purchase
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.177 cal. BB & pellet versions

JOHN WAYNE

DUKE
Single Action Revolver

pyramydair.com/duke • 877-336 -4867

baby bowie
Model: 500D 1/2 

GET YOURS AT

Bearandsoncutlery.com

MADE

U.S.A.

Order today!

OFFICIALLY LICENSED

USMC Combat Fighter 
Knife and Sheath
• Combat proven design
• Stainless steel blade 
• Stacked leather handle
• U.S.M.C. leather sheath
Item #17 UC3092

Buy Now at

SEMPER FI!
�2�2�2�2

$19.99PLUS FREESHIPPING!

EXCLUSIVE OFFER!

BUDK.COM/AR15  
800-877-7140 

the relief products™

Best Selling Ring Relief® Ear Drops, and 
Fast Dissolving Tablets™ help relieve your 
Tinnitus symptoms such as ringing, 
buzzing, chirping in the ear and other ear 
noises. Try them today!

Ring Relief® Available at: Albertsons, CVS, 
Duane Reade, Fred Meyer, Harris Teeter, 
HEB, Kinney Drugs, K-Mart, Kroger, Meijer, 
Rite Aid, SuperValu, Target, Walgreens, 
Wal-Mart and other select retailers.
Stay Healthy, Naturally™ 

Visit us on the web at 
ringrelief.com or call us 
direct at 888-969-6855 
today for a better tomorrow! 

Screaming in the Ears?

You need relief.

FDA-approved medications
from USA Pharmacies

Licensed USA Telemedicine
Physician Network

Call 7 days per week

CALL TOLL
FREE

for special offers
Visit Viamedic.com/AR

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL

800-551-0464TO
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Get scopes, mounts, rings and accessories  
right here.

TIRED OF ROAMING AROUND  
LOOKING FOR OPTICS?

sunopticsusa.com 

817.783.6001

CFC #11872CFC #10006
nradefensefund.org nrafoundation.org

We the People
The NRA Foundation and the NRA Civil Rights Defense Fund provide 

resources to fund programs that preserve the Second Amendment 

for future generations, and meet the challenges that threaten our 

Constitutional rights. 

Make us your charity of choice in the Combined Federal Campaign.

The CFC is the only campaign authorized to solicit and collect 
contributions from federal employees in the workplace on behalf 
of charitable organizations.

Find us in the National/

Section of the CFC booklet.

$100 OFF
HUGE SUMMER SECURITY SALE:

Award-Winning 

Home Security

Every summer for 17 straight summers, burglary 

TLZSPDLFUFE��5IJT�TVNNFS�JT�FYQFDUFE�UP�CF�OP�EJ �̀FSFOU�

Defend your family against summer crime sprees with 

SimpliSafe Home Security. Order today and save $100 on 

SimpliSafe’s Complete Protection Package. With an arsenal 

of sensors and 24/7 professional monitoring, this package 

has everything you need to secure your home.

SimpliSafe.com/RIFLE
)VSSZ�P �̀FS�FOET�TPPO�
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BUSHNELL ELITE CONX COMBO
continued from p. 106

However, when I returned home 
from hunting, I still wanted to test 
the CONX/Kestrel system in differ-
ent scenarios before I felt confident 
in its precision. So, during several 
trips to multiple ranges, I used both 
m.o.a. and mil-dot scopes, along 
with a diverse mixture of chamber-
ings—including some appreciated 
for their flat trajectories and high 
ballistic coefficients, as well as 
others known more for their ten-
dency to sink like a rock after a few 
hundred yds.—to test the equip-
ment. In all instances, the projectile 
unerringly found its way to its tar-
get—whether that object was a 10" 
steel plate, a paper bullseye or the 
kill zone of a Barbary sheep. I was 
able to test the CONX Combo out to 
600 yds., and even at longer ranges, 
the hold-over values provided by 
the system were reliable. Applied 
Ballistics certainly seems to have 
gotten all of its formulas right.

Long-range shooting is more 
popular today than it ever has been, 
which means that Bushnell is hit-
ting the market with this product at 
just the right time. The technology 
available in the Elite 1 Mile CONX 
Combo is impressive, and impressive 
technology doesn’t come cheap. At a 
suggested retail price of $1,149 for 
the pair, the system is not inex-
pensive, and some casual or novice 
shooters may understandably balk at 
the price tag.

That is a shame, because it is 
exactly those less-seasoned riflemen 
who would reap the most ben-
efit from the confidence-boosting 
simplicity of the CONX Combo. And 
I have a feeling many such skeptics 
would quickly change their tunes 
if given the opportunity to spend 
the day with one in the field—it’s 
essentially like carrying a shooting 
instructor around in your pocket. On 
the other hand, serious long-range 
shooters and hunters—who under-
stand the functionality, versatility 
and convenience offered by such a 
product and who appreciate the value 
of investing in good equipment—will 
find it to be well worth the cost. 
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     800-290-7948
DRversatrailer.com

TOLL 
FREE

Call for FREE DVD and Catalog!
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The Ultimate Offroad 
Trailer! 440 lb.

LIFTING
CAPACITY

Power loading!

HAULS up to 
2000 lbs.!

DR® VERSA-
TRAILER™

 •  Swinging 
boom loads/
unloads

•  Empties cleanly 
every time

•  Smaller half-ton
model available. 

FREE SHIPPING 1  Y E A R  T R I A L
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY

Shooters Pro Shop.com

Bullets: 15% OFF + FREE SHIPPING 
Promo Code: NRA16

A VALUABLE BOOK TO READ IF YOU LOVE AMERICA 
A well prosed, easy to read, analysis of our founder’s intent, and 
from the author’s viewpoint, some basic needs of a Democracy.

Online at Apple iTunes, Amazon, Google Play, 
and Barnes & Noble

Iver
Johnson Arms

www.iverjohnsonarms.comPhone: (321) 636-3377

HP18-DT

Digital Tan 12ga home defense semi-auto 

shotgun with detachable pistol grip stock

MSRP: $499

CARBINE UPPERS

www.accurateairguns.com

FACTORY AUTHORIZED
CROSSMAN, DAISY, BENJAMIN, 

SHERIDAN & MOST OTHERS

airguns@comcast.net • 360.656.5123

MAC • COBRAY • SWD • MPA • RPB
We Have a Complete IN STOCK Selection of

* Books * DVDs *
* Knives * Tools *

www.FTFINDUSTRIES.com

* AR15 / M16 *  
* AK-47 * Intratec *  
 * & Much More! * 

Parts • Barrels • Magazines • Accessories

Your Gun: 50% More accurate

300below.com/GUNS
(800) 550-2796

Accurizing�
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 

(Required by 39 U.S.C. 3685)

1. Publication Title: American Rifleman
2. Publication No.: 0003-083X
3. Filing Date: July 13, 2016
4.  Issue Frequency: Monthly
5.  No. of Issues Published Annually: 12
6.  Annual Subscription Price: $9.95
7.  Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication: 

National Rifle Association of America, 11250 Waples Mill Road, 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030-9400. Contact Person: Evelyn Q. Kessler, 
Telephone (703) 267-1312. 
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Price subject to change   •   Availability not guaranteed

Please read important customer disclosures on our
website or that accompany products purchased, including arbitration agreement. 

Brilliant Uncirculated

�40th President (1981-1989)

1.800.822.4653
 Vault Verifi cation:

UAMRFRD1016
 Off er Expires: 10/28/16

Shop

Online

Just

   Released

As low as $1 per coin • check / wire price

plus $5 shipping
Minimum purchase 10 coins,

Limit 25 coins (mint roll) per household

RONALD REAGAN
2016 GOLDEN DOLLAR

Image
not to scale

Get An Original Mint Roll

25 $25
Coins

For
Only

Professional Gunsmith Training since 1949 
812A Ohio River Blvd., Pittsburgh, PA 15202 

(412) 766-1812 • www.pagunsmith.edu
www.pagunsmith.edu/documents/FactsAboutPGS.pdf 

CUSTOM KYDEX HOLSTERS

PitbullTactical.com

The most comfortable, adjustable
and functional holsters you can get.

Rugged Aperture Sights
10/22, Marlin® 60 & 795, 
Mini-14®, SKS, AK 47, 

Kel-Tec SU16 and more.

www.Tech-SIGHTS.com
(843)332-8222
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I HAVE THIS OLD GUN …

In 1871, Gilbert Henderson 
Harrington and his uncle, Frank 
Wesson, formed a fi rearm manu-

facturing company that resulted in 
Harrington taking on a new part-
ner, William Augustus Richardson. 
The resulting fi rm of Harrington 
& Richardson Arms Co. went on to 
produce a number of utilitarian and 

relatively inexpensive fi rearms for 
more than a century. 

One of its most popular was the 
well-made H&R Model 999 Sportsman, 
a nine-shot, top-break, double-action 
revolver that made the term “six-
shooter” passé. Introduced in 1932 as 
the country struggled through the 
Great Depression, the Model 999 was 
chambered for the economical .22 Long 
Rifl e (and able to digest .22 Short and 
.22 Long cartridges as well), and the 
.22 WRF (Winchester Rim Fire). With an 
introductory price of $32, the Model 
999 appealed to recreational shooters 
as well as ranchers, farmers and other 
outdoorsmen who wanted an afford-
able handgun with a tad more capacity 
than the standard sixgun.

Key among the Sportsman’s features 
was its top-break action; lifting the 
adjustable rear sight unlocked the 
barrel assembly, which pivoted on the 
frame as an ejector snapped up and 
ejected the shells—whether or not 
they had all been fi red. Barrel lengths 
were 2", 3", 4" or 6". The Sportsman 
featured a one-piece, hand-checkered 
walnut stock on guns made before and 
during World War II, which came in a 
cardboard box with a wooden clean-
ing rod. Post-war versions are quickly 

identifi ed by their two-piece walnut 
stocks. Standard fi nish on the all-steel 
gun was blue, but a nickel-plated 
“Custom” version was offered, as was a 
special “1 of 999” edition that sported 
factory engraving.

The Model 999 ceased production 
when the original H&R went out of 
business in 1986 (although H&R 1871, 
LLC, revived a transfer-bar version 
briefl y from 1991 to 1999). Three 
different original H&R models were 
produced over the years, all of which 
sported heavy ribbed barrels (vented 
on later versions) on what was a rather 
clunky-looking handgun. The double-
action trigger pull is heavy enough 
to encourage single-action shooting. 
And as far as accuracy, taking shots 
at rabbit-size targets from anything 
more than 25 yds. is somewhat of a 
dicey proposition. On today’s market, 
pre-war guns are gaining in popular-
ity, although as the Blue Book of Gun 
Values points out, this is due more to 
affordability than collectability. 

This 90 percent gun, courtesy of 
American Gun Works in Glendale, Calif., 
(americangunworks.net), is worth $350 
to $375. Even in pristine condition, the 
value would top out at around $525.

—RICK HACKER, FIELD EDITOR

H&R Model 999 Sportsman

Photos by author

GUN: H&R MODEL 999 SPORTSMAN 
CHAMBERING: .22 LONG RIFLE 
SERIAL NO: D51XX
MANUFACTURED: 1943
CONDITION: NRA GOOD (MODERN GUN STANDARDS)
VALUE: $350-$375


