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—American Rifleman
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INFORMED & 
ENTERTAINED
WELCOME TO THIS SUMMER 2016 ISSUE OF CONCEALED CARRY.

his is my irst time at the helm for this publication, but I suspect some read-

ers might recognize my name on the by-line credits because this year marks my

30th Anniversary as an oicial gun writer.

I’ve written articles for virtually every major gun magazine out there, and this,

my 30th year, is a long count for my exposure in Gun World, a sister publication

to Concealed Carry.

Gun World’s founder, publisher and editor—Jack Lewis—was a Marine Corps

Oicer that had already been through WWII and Korea when the “Green Ma-

chine” decided he was needed in Vietnam. 

Interestingly enough, ater I had been working for Jack for over a year, he ran

a photo with a caption that caught my eye because I had been out with the Force

Recon team he identiied, and I was standing at the edge of the group of men he

had photographed that day.

Soon thereater, Lewis asked me to let him see all my stuf before I shopped it

around, and from that day on I had a home with Gun World and some of the

other titles his Gallant/Charger company produced – Knives Illustrated, Ameri-

can Survival Guide and Bow & Arrow Hunting, to name three.

I have actually been a shooter for more than 60 of my 65 years, and as you can

imagine, I’ve seen, ired, evaluated and reported on a lot of diferent trends and

attitudes over those three decades. 

he time has inally come where the average Joe seems to understand he and

his loved ones are not safe unless he has made them safe. People have begun to

acknowledge their own personal responsibility for their own personal safety.

For me, this sea tide shit in attitudes makes it easy to get as enthusiastic as

needed to tell the stories and deliver the goods when all the vendors are running

about hoping to ind that one gadget that helps put it all together.

As in any marketplace, it is timely transactions, knowledgeable and friendly

employees, and an eiciently run operation that are the tickets to success. 

he heavy demand for guns, ammo, and more shooting areas/ranges is real, and

today’s newer shooter is oten indoctrinated with lots of other “newbies” just throwing

lead downrange instead of the fun and skill-building of a good old friendly

plinking/teaching session with an accomplished (and experienced) coach.

So, we’re sure we know what you want, and we’ll do our best to ill you in on

all of the new activities, new products, and other “new news” about your long-

time favorites from over the years and also your new friends in all of the diferent

disciplines that have become part of the scene today.

hanks for coming onboard with us here at Concealed Carry. We promise to

do our best to keep you informed, entertained and even occasionally surprised

during the ride. CC
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6 Key Questions On How
To Modify Your Glock

STORY & PHOTOS BY JEREMIAH L. JOHNSON

101

THE SUBJECT OF PERSONAL CARRY WEAPONS IS JUST THAT—VERY PERSONAL. 

hough the list of diferent pistols that one can choose from is as long Rumpelstiltskin's beard, one design in

particular seems to shine like a beacon, especially when it comes to its vast possibilities of customization.

he Glock.

In the following story, we provide the answers to six questions about modifying your Glock. 
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QUESTION 1

For the models most suited for con-

cealed carry, see the sidebar below.

Now, what about customization? 

he design itself is what leads to how

simple and easy it is to make adjustments to

its stock proile. Designed as a combat

weapon that needed to always function, no

matter the conditions or ammo used, the

tolerances are very loose by 1911 standards. 

hirty-six diferent components are what

make up a Glock pistol (except for the G42

and G43, which have even fewer) and all

work together in a way that even a trained

monkey can fathom. Going along with the

simplicity of the design, there are several

components that are generically used among

all models. Mix and match/plug and play,

are par for the course with these battleield

beauties.

QUESTION 2

Glocks do not have any external

safeties; therefore, are they unsafe? 

No. Glocks actually have three independ-

ent mechanical safety devices that all work

in conjunction with each other (four, if you

count the safety between your ears). In most

scenarios, these three safety devices are

more than ample for keeping you from com-

mitting negligent discharge. 

But when the thought of deep conceal-

ment comes up, especially with some of the

smaller models, you might ind yourself

looking for some additional reassurance. 

Two products come to mind: the South

American "Siderlock" trigger safety and the

"Cominolli Custom" frame mounted safety.

Both work on completely diferent pre-

tenses, but both ofer an external device that

has to be manipulated before a shot can be

executed.

he Siderlock trigger safety is no doubt

the better known of the two, and it is also

Quick Facts

When the first Glock 17 rolled of the assembly line back in 1983, Gaston Glock had in mind

a service pistol to be primarily used by law enforcement and military personnel. 

Out of the 25 diferent models, several are perfectly at home in various modes of carry. Ar-

guably, the compact-sized models (G19, G23, G32 and G38) are the most popular and most ver-

satile. They all share the same frame, and that lends to their versatility and ease of

customization. Their size has the perfect blend of shootabillity, capacity and concealability. 

Like any of the .40 S&W/357 SIG based models, either the G23 or the G32 make for the per-

fect "SHTF" setup, with their three-caliber potential. All you need is the appropriate conver-

sion barrel and magazine to be in business with any of these three, common calibers.

When it comes to the need for deeper concealment, the sub-compact models (G26, G27,

G23, G29, G30, G30S, G33, G36 and G39) fit the bill nicely. You have all levels of concealment

and knockdown power covered. And if we are talking deep concealment … a pistol small

enough to fit inside your front pants pocket and yet still maintain excellent ergonomics? Look

no farther than the G42 and G43. Both models are surprisingly easy to conceal while maintain-

ing a high level of combat-accuracy.
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the most simple and less invasive. It replaces

your actual trigger shoe and has a cross-bolt

style button incorporated into the trigger it-

self that has to be disengaged before the

trigger can be pulled. With a price point of

$50, it is a relatively inexpensive, simple and

efective option. 

The Cominolli Custom MSK, or "Man-

ual Safety Kit," is a frame-mounted safety

that was originally designed with the

NYPD in mind. It closely resembles a 1911

thumb safety in the way that it is en-

gaged/disengaged, but it allows the slide to

be cycled while movement of the trigger is

blocked. 

he downside to this option is that your

frame needs to be permanently altered for

the safety device to be installed. he price

point is close to double that of the Siderlock

GLOCK 101

trigger safety, and you either have to purchase the additional mount-

ing ixture as well (an additional $80), or have someone who already

has one install it. 

But with all that being said, if you are used to the 1911 and feel

the need for an external safety lever, the Cominolli is a solid

choice.

QUESTION 3

Is it true that customizing or altering your carry weapon is ir-

responsible and is asking for legal trouble?

he subject of "to customize or not to customize" one's personal

carry weapon oten generates heated debate and can cause certain

ones to wax philosophically to the point of nauseam. My opinion on

the matter is this: he weapon that I'm apt to carry is one in which I

am most familiar with and feel the most conident with. Being a

"gear head" and having a tendency to get bored with "stock"

weapons, I love a good custom build. 

I simply do not have the time or the money to train with my

"carry" piece separate from a “safe queen.” he very last thing that I

ever want to do is to have to shoot someone in self-defense. Period.
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With that in mind, I choose to not obsess over the minutia of the

"what if 's" that may be involved in a defensive shooting scenario.

QUESTION 4

Is it true that the first and foremost modification to any carry

weapon should be one that will potentially increase your accuracy? 

hough maybe not the most sexy aspect of customization, with all

of the high-speed looking builds that are circling the interwebs, accu-

racy is the one area that will help you get the job done and can poten-

tially save lives. To accomplish this, you will need to address the

trigger pull and to upgrade your sight system.

he most basic upgrade to any Glock pistol that will yield an im-

mediate improvement in performance is installing a 3.5-pound con-

nector and 6-pound trigger spring. It's also the most inexpensive. 

With these two components, a crisp and noticeably shorter trigger

pull, somewhere in the realm of 4.5 pounds can be expected. 

Yes, there are plenty of other components out there that are de-

signed to lighten and improve the trigger pull. But with each Glock

being unique and an individual, you never know exactly what you'll

get out of each component. So it's oten best to start of simple. 

When it was stated that this upgrade was for "any" Glock pistol, the

only exception is for the new G42 and G43 ultra compact models. heir

design isn't as universal and generic as the other models, so at this point

in time there are relatively few trigger upgrades to choose from. here

are only a few companies currently ofering a 3.5-pound connector for

these models, while a 6-pound trigger spring is not applicable. Of the

few trigger upgrades available for the G42/G43, my nod would go to-

ward the Ghost Edge connector and the Ultimate Adjustable Trigger

shoe by Lone Wolf Distributors.

One trigger upgrade that may be heavily frowned upon in certain

CCW circles but is rapidly gaining in popularity and becoming very

common, is an adjustable replacement trigger. he goal with these

units is to tune the pre- and over-travel to efectively shorten the over-

all trigger stroke. If you pair an adjustable

trigger with the 3.5-pound connector and 6-

pound trigger spring that was previously

mentioned, you will have a very short and

mildly light trigger pull. While suitable for

defensive purposes, it will drastically im-

prove your accuracy and lessen the time be-

tween follow-up shots. 

he market seems to becoming saturated

with "adjustable" triggers these days, with

prices ranging from $49.95 (Lone Wolf Dis-

tributors UAT trigger shoe) up to $150

(ZEV Technologies Adjustable Fulcrum

Trigger Bar Assembly). So you'll want to do

your homework before deciding to "pull the

trigger" on any of them. I'm a big fan of

these adjustable triggers and like to pair the

aforementioned 3.5-pound connector/6-

pound trigger spring combo. I'll oten go

even further, with lightweight iring pin

safeties and lightweight iring pins. 

QUESTION 5

Is it correct that the stock sights that

come standard on any Glock model are

just that —stock and standard?

he subject of sights is also a highly per-

sonal subject, and there are a lot of options. I

myself personally prefer a front sight that is

slimmer than standard proile, with a lamp

of tritium surrounded by a bright, contrast-

ing outline. 

For a rear sight, I prefer it to be plain

black with a wider square notch. Being

someone who shoots with both eyes open

and presents the pistol out from my center-

line, this helps me get on target fast and as

accurate as possible. 

If someone were to ask me what the top

three sights on my defensive carry list were,

they would be as follows: Ameriglo

Hackathorn, Warren Tactical Sivigney front

night/plain rear and the XS 24/7 Big or

Standard Dot. 

12 CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS
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here are hundreds of high-quality sight

options out there; it's up to you to ind what

works best for you.

Another sighting solution that readily ap-

peals to the ones with aging eyes or to shoot-

ers who simply like the heads-up display

sight picture is the micro Red Dot Sight (or

RDS). Running a defensive pistol with an

RDS machined into the slide is rapidly be-

coming popular. So popular, in fact, that well

known companies are now starting to ofer

their pistols with universal RDS mounting

systems already built in. 

And you know that something really is a

force to be reckoned with when a company

like Glock starts ofering them as well. Yes,

Glock recently released their MOS system,

which really is not a very desirable long-

term mounting solution, because the RDS

sits basically at slide-surface level. Not only

does this put the reticle fairly distant to the

bore, but it also puts all of the G-Force stress

on the mounting screws. It doesn't take a

Rocket Scientist to see the downside and

eventual outcome of this (think F x M = A). 

If you feel the need to add in backup iron

sights, the standard "suppressor height" sight

will not suice, because the RDS sits so tall on

the slide. To get anything close to a co-witness,

you would need sights so tall that they border

on the ridiculous.

When it comes to choosing a suitable red

dot sight that would be mounted to one of

the smaller Glock models, you deinitely

need to do your homework. Not only be-

cause you want to spend your money wisely,

but some models have a footprint that is too

large for the concealment-sized Glocks. Very

important if you plan to do it right and have

a "slide melt" mount machined into your

“IN REGARD TO MODIFICATION, WHAT IS POSSIBLE IS ONLY
LIMITED BY EITHER YOUR IMAGINATION OR WALLET.”

GLOCK 101

slide. 

he moral of this subject is do your homework. When it comes

to a proper mounting solution, don't go cheap.

QUESTION 6

Are custom slides, machined with lightening cuts, RDS slide

melts and custom finishes practical? 

It wasn't that long ago that most shooters who might be consid-

ered capable and experienced would rather give their let testicle be-

fore deviating much from the stock Glock format. But it seems now

that the Tacticool crowd has asserted their inluence enough to con-

vert many a moss-backed veteran. 

You don't have to venture very far into the Matrix to see shooters

dropping upward of $3K on some very easy on the eyes, highly

modiied custom Glocks. It's to the point now that you can actually

build up a "Glock" from the frame up and not even use one OEM

Glock component. 

Atermarket frames like the Timberwolf series from Lone Wolf

Distributers and atermarket slides made of stainless steel forgings,

featuring ornate machining, slide lightening cuts and extra cocking

serrations are now common fare. Take a look at some of the ofer-

ings available from shops like Salient or Agency Arms and you'll get

what I mean.

If you don't like the pre-assembled out of the box models, just refer

back to a reputable custom shop like the aforementioned Lone Wolf

Distributors for something more "to your spec" personal.

FEW LIMITS

In regard to modiication, what is possible is only limited by ei-

ther your imagination or wallet. If you take anything away from

this, I would hope that it would be that the Glock platform is uber

versatile and very much a viable choice for concealed carry. 

Gaston Glock might not have had a clue that his simple and reli-

able service pistol would eventually jump continents the way that it

has, or that it would come to ind it's self in the hands of restless

shooters who aren't satisied with just perfect.

But that's exactly what it did. Now scores of shooters who don't think

inside of square boxes and who likely didn't do what they were told as

children are likely toting a Glock inside the waistband of their tactical

khakis. But we are grateful for his versatile platform. CC
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Concealable Subcompact
Handguns with Potent,
Defensive Calibers
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Taurus 709 Slim
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm 

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3.2 inches

Slide finish: Stainless

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.24 inches

Capacity: 7

Grip: Checkered Polymer

Rail: n/a

Features: Low profile fixed sights, an

ergonomic design and snag-free con-

trols are featured in the 709 Slim.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $349

Bersa Thunder
380 CC
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Argentina

Caliber: 380 ACP (380 Auto)

Barrel length: 3.2 inches

Slide finish: Matte Blued

Frame material: Alloy

Frame finish: Matte Blued

Overall length: 6 inches

Height: 4.54 inches

Width: 1.05 inches

Sights: Front - Extra low Profile; 

Rear - Extra Low Profile

Trigger pull: 8 lbs.

Capacity: 8

Grip: Black Polymer

Weight: 16.4 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Thunder 380 CC has a

drift-adjustable rear sight, a sculpted grip

and a bobbed low-profile hammer.

Website: www.Bersa.com

MSRP: $323
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{SUBCOMPACT SEMIS}

Beretta BU9 Nano
Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: Italy

Caliber: 9mm Luger 

(9x19mm Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3.07 inches

Slide finish: Blued

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 9.84 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 5.63 inches

Height: 4.17 inches

Width: 0.9 inch

Sights: Front - Low Profile Dot; 

Rear - Low Profile 2 Dots

Sight radius: 4.92 inches

Capacity: 6

Grip: Synthetic

Weight: 17.67 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features:  The BU9 Nano has adjustable

sights, is striker-fired and is extremely

small for a 9mm.

Website:  www.BerettaUSA.com

MSRP: $475

Bersa BP9CC
Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: Argentina

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3.3 inches

Slide finish: Black

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.35 inches

Height: 4.8 inches

Width: 0.94 inch

Sights: Interchangeable Sig Sauer type

Capacity: 8

Grip: Integral to frame

Weight: 21.5 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The BP9CC has a white-

outlined rear sight and a polymer frame,

and the rear sight interchanges with a Glock.

Website: www.Bersa.com

MSRP: $429
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Ruger SR40C
Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .40 Smith & Wesson (.40 Auto)

Barrel length: 3.5 inches

Slide finish: Stainless

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.85 inches

Height: 4.61 inches

Width: 1.27 inches

Capacity: 9

Grip: Polymer

Weight: 23.4 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The SR40C features an inter-

changeable back strap, with a polymer

frame to save weight, an ambidextrous

mag release and optional 15+1 extended

magazine.

Website: www.Ruger.com

MSRP: $569

Kahr Arms
CM9
Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm 

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3 inches

Slide finish: Matte Stainless

Rate of twist: 1 in 10 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 5.42 inches

Height: 4 inches

Width: 0.9 inch

Sights: Iron

Capacity: 6

Grip: Ivory

Weight: 14 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The CM9 has a polymer frame

for weight reduction, a very narrow frame,

and stippled grips for control.

Website: www.Kahr.com

MSRP: $517
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Kahr Arms P380
Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .380 ACP (.380 Auto)

Barrel length: 2.5 inches

Slide finish: Matte Stainless

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 4.9 inches

Height: 3.9 inches

Width: 0.75 inch

Capacity: 6

Grip: Textured Polymer

Weight: 9.97 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: Kahr’s P380 comes with a

textured polymer grip, a very compact

design, optional Crimson Trace laser

and optional night sights.

Website: www.Kahr.com

MSRP: $649

Action:      Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .380 ACP (.380 Auto)

Barrel length: 2.7 inches

Slide finish: Black or Stainless

Frame material: Aluminum

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 5.5 inches

Height: 3.9 inches

Width: 1.1 inches

Sights: Front - Post & Dot Contrast;

Rear - Post & Dot Contrast

Sight radius: 3.8 inches

Capacity: 6

Grip: Aluminum

Weight: 15.2 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The P238 features a cocked-

and-locked single action carry. It’s a

1911-style in a subcompact gun with

many finishes/colors available.

Website: www.SigSauer.com

MSRP: $693

Sig Sauer P238



Glock G27
Action: Safe Action

Made in: Austria

Caliber: .40 Smith & Wesson (.40

Auto)

Barrel length: 3.46 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 9.84 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.29 inches

Height: 4.17 inches

Width: 1.18 inches

Sight radius: 5.67 inches

Trigger: Adjustable

Trigger pull: 5.5 lbs.

Capacity: 9

Grip: Full

Weight: 21.87 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The G27 has a white out-

line rear sight, a polymer frame for

light weight, a combat trigger guard

and a double-stack magazine.

Website: www.Glock.com

MSRP: $599
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Springfield XD(M)
3.8 9mm
Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: Croatia

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3.8 inches

Slide finish: Blued or Stainless

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 10 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 7 inches

Height: 4.6 inches

Trigger pull: 5.5 - 7.7 lbs.

Capacity: 13

Grip: Mould-tru Backstraps

Weight: 26 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The XD(M) has a grip

safety, trigger safety, fiber optic

front sight, outstanding capacity

and a snag-free rear combat

sight.

Website: www.Springfield-Ar-

mory.com

MSRP: $697



{SUBCOMPACT SEMIS}

Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .380 ACP (.380 Auto)

Barrel length: 3.12 inches

Slide finish: Blued

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 10 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6 inches

Height: 4.5 inches

Width: 0.9 inch

Trigger: LC6

Capacity: 7

Grip: Checkered

Weight: 17.2 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The LC380 has a polymer

frame with blued slide. It is the same

size as the LC9, but it’s chambered for

the .380 cartridge for reduced recoil

and a more comfortable shooting gun

in extended range sessions. It has a

Action: Safe Action

Made in: Austria

Caliber: 45 GAP (Glock Automatic Pistol)

Barrel length: 3.46 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 8

Rate of twist: 1 in 15.75 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.30 inches

Height: 4.17 inches

Width: 1.18 inches

Sight radius: 5.67 inches

Trigger: Adjustable

Trigger pull: 5.5 lbs.

Capacity: 6

Grip: Full

Weight: 21.87 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The G39 has a white outline

rear sight, a polymer frame for light

weight, a combat trigger guard and a dou-

ble-stack magazine.

Glock G39
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Ruger LC380

three-dot sight and three internal safeties

with a loaded chamber indicator. The MSRP

for the Crimson Trace Version is $629.

Website: www.Ruger.com

MSRP: $479 

Website: www.Glock.com

MSRP: $614



Kimber Solo Carry

SUPERTHUMB®

AND YOUR MAGAZINES...

A MARRIAGE

THAT LASTS

FOREVER

ST1 for many high caps
ST2 for wide body mags
ST3 for single stack mags
ST4 for the 10/22 bananas
ST5 for high cap .380
ST6 for single stack .380

MSRP
$10.95
Postage Paid

800-775-3687

www.adcosales.com
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Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 2.7 inches

Slide finish: Satin Stainless

Rate of twist: 1 in 10 inches

Frame material: Aluminum

Frame finish: Matte Black

Overall length: 5.5 inches

Height: 3.9 inches

Width: 0.99 inch

Sights: Adjustable Flip-Up

Sight radius: 4.4 inches

Trigger pull: 7 lbs.

Capacity: 6

Grip: Black Synthetic

Weight: 17 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Solo Carry has

low-profile white dot sights, 1911-

inspired design in striker-fired

configuration, three-dot combat

sights and an aluminum frame.

Website:

www.KimberAmerica.com

MSRP: $747
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he Smith & Wesson
Ported Shield Has Gone
From Good To Great

TEXT & PHOTOS BY MIKE DICKERSON

I
NSTANT SUCCESS. THAT’S WHAT HAPPENED IN

2012 WHEN THE SMITH & WESSON M&P SHIELD

PISTOL WAS INTRODUCED. MANY PEOPLE SAID

IT WAS A NEARLY PERFECT GUN FOR CONCEALED

CARRY. 

THE ORIGINAL SINGLE-STACK 9MM GUN HIT THE

SWEET SPOT FOR CONCEALABILITY WITH ITS .95-INCH

WIDTH AND A SOLID REPUTATION FOR RELIABILITY.

Not everyone was convinced, however. Some objected

to the pistol’s tiny external thumb safety. hat was a deal-

killer for me at the time, as I was long accustomed to car-

rying single-stack, striker-ired pistols with no external

safety. It didn’t take Smith & Wesson long to igure out

that, while some people liked the safety, there was a ready

market for guns without it. S&W switly produced a slick

version of the pistol with no external safety.

here was still one issue, however, and that was the

gun’s trigger. A few other manufacturers were beginning

to produce pistols with triggers that were simply better. In

fact, many owners lined up to purchase ater-market trig-

ger improvement kits and install them in their guns. 

Had they known what Smith & Wesson’s famous Per-

formance Center had in store for the Shield, they might

have waited. he pistol has now been given the Perform-

ance Center treatment and a signiicant upgrade in per-

formance. 

In its newest incarnation, as the S&W Performance

Center M&P Ported Shield, a good concealed-carry gun

just got a lot better. 

STAYING ON TARGET

A couple of changes to the Shield are immediately obvi-

ous when you pick up the gun. For starters, the standard

white three-dot sights have been replaced with a HI VIZ

green iber optic front sight and red iber optic rear sight.

hese allow for fast target acquisition, under all but very

dim or dark lighting conditions, and help you get back on

target faster for follow-up shots. hese sights are designed

so that the rods are encapsulated inside a skeletonized

metal cage, afording a good measure of protection to the

rods.

Another obvious change, which gives the model its

name, is the three elliptical ports on each side of the for-

ward portion of the slide. Four of the ports are there to

lighten the slide, but the two forward-most ports align

with matching, upward-facing ports on either side the bar-

rel just behind the muzzle.

“What that does for the shooter,” says the Performance

Center’s Tony Miele, “is to keep muzzle lip to a minimum

and keep you on target.” 

he additional ports, he says, reduce the mass of the

slide and allow the gun to move back into battery slightly
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faster, again helping shooters stay on target and deliver

faster follow-up shots.

You may, by now, have detected a trend with this pistol.

Every modiication to this gun has been designed to help

shooters stay on target and deliver accurate, fast follow-up

shots. While that’s a plus in target shooting, it takes on a

whole new signiicance in, say, an active-shooter scenario.

In testing, it was immediately obvious that the porting

works as advertised. here was a noticeable reduction in

muzzle lip. hat, combined with the fast-acquisition iber

optic sights and short trigger reset, allowed me to empty

magazines with a speed that made my wallet cringe.

Of course, some will question whether the muzzle

flash from the porting treatment adversely impacts night

vision. When shooting the gun, there is some noticeable

muzzle flash in low light, but it’s partially directed out-

ward in a V-shaped pattern, and I did not find it any

more distracting than muzzle flash from a non-ported

barrel.

Ah, some will say, but what about the possibility of

burning yourself with the hot gasses escaping from the

ports? I don’t know about you, but I’m rather attached to

various parts of my body, and I don’t make a habit of iring

guns with any part of my aging-but-mostly-intact anatomy

immediately adjacent to the muzzle of a pistol.

Of course, the relative merits of barrel porting, slide

lightening and fiber optic sights can be -- and likely will

be -- debated with this pistol. I, for example, would prob-

ably still change the sights to night sights since I tend to

carry often at night and have a strong preference for

night sights for that reason. But there’s one other change

that unquestionably makes the Ported Shield superior to

the base model—and to a lot of other similar-sized pis-

tols out there—and that is the trigger.

The supplied extended

8-round magazine pro-

vides a better grip for

those with large hands.



TRIGGERING CHANGE

he original Shield had a trigger that was

perfectly serviceable, but still a little mushy, a

little gritty and a little heavy. he reset wasn’t

all that distinct or all that short.

hat’s all changed with the Performance

Center Ported Shield’s trigger. 

“We’ve given it a Performance Center

sear and a Performance Center plunger,”

says Miele. “hat gives you a quicker reset

on your trigger and a smoother transition of

the trigger bar over the striker plunger,

which gives you a smoother trigger pull.”

hanks to its hinged-trigger design, there’s

still a slight amount of grittiness to the trigger,

but it is, indeed, smoother. It also breaks more

crisply. he reset is shorter and much more

distinct. You can both hear it and feel it.

S&W states the trigger pull on both the

original Shield and Ported Shield should be

about 6.5 pounds. Most Shield pistols I’ve

previously handled had trigger pulls that

were actually closer to 7 pounds, but the

Performance Center trigger on my test gun

beat that handily with a trigger that broke

consistently at 5 pounds 10 ounces, as meas-

ured over my Lyman trigger gauge.

In my view, the new trigger, alone, makes

this new Shield worth the money. It’s that

good. 

Of course, the pistol still has all the other

things going for it that made the original

Shield so popular. Here’s a quick review of

the basics.

Dimensionally, the Ported Shield is iden-

tical to the regular Shield. Overall length is

6.1 inches. he height is 4.6 inches. he

width is a slim .95 inches, and the barrel

length is 3.1 inches. 

he pistol manages to feel substantial in

the hand, yet it remains very concealable,

and it carries comfortably. Everything’s fairly

well-rounded and smooth. here’s not much

COVER STORY
Galco Test Drive
3 Holster Options

Galco was kind enough to send three

holsters for a test drive. The Ported

Shield carried well in each of them.

1

I really liked the Stinger belt holster, worn

OWB behind the strong-side hip with a 

forward cant, for its minimalist approach.

This saddle leather holster has a single 

tunnel-style belt loop and takes up little

space, but provides both security and a f

ast draw. 

2

The steerhide Combat Master, another OWB

belt holster, is a little more substantial, with

two belt loops. It has deep molding for good

retention and a forward cant for a swift draw.

3

For greater concealability, the popular 

Kingtuk IWB holster combines a leather

shield/backing with a Kydex holster pocket.

It’s adjustable for carry height and angle.

With this holster, you have a choice of metal

belt clips or nylon C-hooks, which provide a

lower profile on the belt and even greater

concealability.

Above: The S&W Performance

Center has upgraded the Ported

Shield with HI VIZ fiber optic

sights for quick target acquisition.

Below: Note the elliptical ports on the

slide. There are three per side. Four serve

to reduce weight, while the forward-most

two align with ports in the barrel.
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to snag upon drawing or to dig into skin. Weight is a

trim 18.2 ounces, slightly lighter than the 19 ounces of

the original. he sight radius is 5.3 inches, which is

pretty decent for a gun of this size.

he slide and barrel are made of stainless steel and are

coated with a durable, black, corrosion-resistant inish. he

slide has the customary M&P wave-pattern serrations.

As shipped from the factory, the 9mm Shield comes

with a 7-round magazine and an 8-round extended mag-

azine (the 40 S&W pistol ships with 6- and 7-round

magazines). I don’t have large hands, and can just barely

squeeze three ingers onto the grip, with the pinky inger

partially covering the bottom lip of a standard maga-

zine’s polymer base. hose with larger hands will likely

prefer the extended magazine. You’ll give up a bit of con-

cealability, but the diference in grip length is less than

an inch.

he Shield’s polymer frame has a comfortable 18-de-

gree grip angle. he grip has a stippled surface fore and

at, for better purchase in wet weather. Both the slide

stop and magazine release button are within easy reach

of the thumb. As noted, you can purchase the original

Shield with or without an external safety, but the Ported

Shield is, at present, only available with the safety. his is

not, as I once believed, such a bad thing, and I’ll have

more about that in a moment.

Happily, the gun does not have a magazine discon-

nect safety, which means it can ire with the magazine re-

moved. It does employ a nearly idiot-proof trigger safety.

Note that I said “nearly.” Common-sense rules still apply

when holstering any handgun.

he Shield is a cinch to take down and clean. You

simply drop the magazine, lock the slide back, ensure the

chamber is empty and lower the sear-deactivation lever

common to all M&P pistols. You can then rotate the take

down lever 90 degrees clockwise and pull the slide of

the frame. he sear-deactivation lever saves you from

having to pull the trigger to take the pistol apart. Simply

inserting a magazine pushes the deactivation lever back

into place.

ACCURATE AND RELIABLE

I tested the Ported Shield as it arrived, without any

cleaning or added lubrication. Some new guns won’t run

reliably unless they’re dripping with lube, but the Ported

A takedown lever, combined with a sear-deactivation lever, makes

takedown simple … and you don’t have to pull the trigger.

Ergonomics on the upgraded Shield are good. The grip has an 

18-degree angle and the surface is stippled for a firm grip.

Shield is not one of them. I fully expected the gun to run

without issue, and it did not let me down. In the course of

iring several hundred rounds of mixed law enforcement

and self-defense ammo, I did not experience a single fail-

ure to feed, ire or eject. hat’s zero, zilch, nothing. he

gun ran lawlessly.

It does take considerable force to rack the slide all the

way back, so this should be taken into account by those

with weak hand strength. Magazines were easy to insert

and ejected positively.
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Velocities out of the 3.1-inch barrel were about what I

would expect. he hottest load tested was Hornady’s Critical

Defense 115 gr. load, which came in at 1,101 fps, only 39 fps

below its factory-advertised muzzle velocity of 1,140 fps.

Hornady’s American Gunner 115 gr. load was slightly be-

hind at 1,016 fps. In the two tested loads with heavier 147 gr.

bullets, Federal’s HST load clocked in at 930 fps, while Win-

chester’s PDX1 load averaged 899 fps.

I would normally test a pistol of this size for accuracy at

15 yards or so, but the gun shot so well for me I decided to

see what it could do at 25 yards. Because my eyes don’t

allow me to shoot pistols from the bench as well as I used

to—and to allow for lyers—I shot eight-shot groups and

measured the best ive shots from each group. he results

were a pleasant surprise.

he thing that really stood out in testing was the consis-

tency of this pistol. Average groups from all four rounds

tested were right at or a little over three inches. he gun did-

n’t show a dramatic preference for one round over another.

Best groups from each load were all slightly under three

“IN MY VIEW, THE NEW
TRIGGER, ALONE, MAKES

THIS NEW SHIELD WORTH
THE MONEY. IT’S THAT

GOOD.”

COVER STORY

The author 

found the Ported

Shield’s trigger 

to be a vast

improvement

over the trigger in

the original

Shield. It broke

crisply at 5

pounds, 10

ounces, and had

a short, positive

reset.
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inches, but that only tells part of the story. Consider the Fed-

eral HST load, for example. Average group size was 3.12

inches, but within each group, there were several cases where

the best three rounds were only 1.2-1.8 inches apart, hinting

at the gun’s true accuracy potential.

Any gun that performs this well tends to win me over,

and I’ve even gotten over my old objection to the small ex-

ternal safety. he safety is quite positive in the sense that it

takes a fair amount of pressure to move it. I found it easy

to sweep the safety down and of with the knuckle of my

thumb, but it was more diicult to move to the “on” posi-

tion, making it less likely to be engaged unintentionally. If

you do choose to use the safety, it really comes down to

practice and muscle memory, just as it does when carrying

a 1911 cocked and locked. I’m conident I could safely

carry this pistol with the safety of. However, given this

gun’s lighter trigger pull, many users will like the addition

of the safety as an added measure of protection. 

QUALITY

he MSRP is only $70 higher than the standard Shield,

so this is a tough pistol to pass up. CC

“EVERY MODIFICATION 
TO THIS GUN HAS BEEN 

DESIGNED TO HELP 
SHOOTERS STAY ON TARGET

AND DELIVER ACCURATE,
FAST FOLLOW-UP SHOTS.”
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COVER STORY

Performance Data
Smith & Wesson Ported Shield Pistol, 9 mm

LOAD AVG. MUZZLE AVG. 25-YARD BEST 25-YARD

VELOCITY (FPS)           GROUP (INCHES)                        GROUP (INCHES)

Federal Tactical HST 930.7 3.17 2.81
147 gr. JHP

Hornady Critical 1,101 3.04 2.79
Defense 115 gr. FTX

Hornady American 1,016 3.30 2.92
Gunner 115 gr. XTP

Winchester PDX1 899.4 3.26 2.88
147 gr. Bonded JHP

Note: Velocities measured with Competitive Edge Dynamics M2 chronograph. 
All groups measured as best 5 of 8 shots.

SPECIFICATIONS
Model: Smith & Wesson Ported
Shield Pistol 9mm Luger
Caliber: 9 mm Luger
Action: Striker fired
Barrel: 3.1 in. stainless
Frame: Black polymer
Slide: Stainless, black 68 HRc 
coating
Capacity: 7 and 8 rounds
Sights: HI VIZ fiber optic
Length: 6.1 in.
Width: 0.95 in.
Weight: 18.2 oz.
MSRP: $519

SOURCES

Competitive Edge

Dynamics

www.cedhk.com

Federal Ammunition

www.federalpremium.com

Galco Gunleather

www.galcogunleather.com

Hornady Ammunition

www.hornady.com

Nagel’s Gun Shop

www.nagelsguns.net

Smith & Wesson

www.smith-wesson.com

Winchester Ammunition

www.winchester.com
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Compact Semi-Autos are
Popular and Versatile

{COMPACT SEMIS}
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{COMPACT SEMIS}

Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3.1 inches

Slide finish: Blued or Satin

Grooves: 7

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 5.7 inches

Height: 4 inches

Width: 1 inches

Sights: Front - Fixed Dot; Rear - Adjustable

2 Dots

Trigger: Two-stage non-adjustable

Trigger pull: 9 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 10

Grip: Ergonomic

Weight: 15 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The CPX-1 has a snag-free de-

sign, lever-style slide release and an all-in-

ternal hammer.

Website: www.SCCY.com

MSRP: $334

SCCY CPX-1

Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .40 Smith & Wesson (.40 Auto)

Barrel length: 3.6 inches

Slide finish: Matte Stainless

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.36 inches

Height: 4.62 inches

Width: 0.94 inches

Sights: Front - Post; Rear - Drift 

adjustable white bar-dot combat

Trigger: Two Stage

Magazine capacity: 6

Grip: Hard Rubber with STI Logo

Weight: 18.7 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: This Kahr Arms model fea-

tures white bar-dot sights; it’s very slim,

and it has a full-finger grip for many dif-

ferent-sized hands.

Website: www.Kahr.com

MSRP: $549

Kahr Arms CW40
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Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Italy

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm Para-

bellum)

Barrel length: 3.2 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 9.84 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.8 inches

Height: 5 inches

Width: 1.4 inches

Sights: Front - fixed dot; 

Rear- adjustable 2 dots

Sight radius: 5.2 inches

Magazine capacity: 13

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 27.3 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The PX4 has an accessory

rail and ambidextrous safety/de-

cocker. It’s the smallest Storm model.

Website: www.BerettaUSA.com

MSRP: $650

Beretta PX4
Storm Compact

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm 

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 4.4 inches

Slide finish: Black

Frame material: Alloy

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 7.70 inches

Height: 5.50 inches

Width: 1.50 inches

Sight radius: 6.3 inches

Trigger pull: 10 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 10

Grip: Black

Weight: 34.0 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: Sig’s P226 has a decocking

lever, ergonomic controls for one-hand

operation, steel construction and a

wide range of custom features. De-

signed as SIG’s entrant in the military

trials to replace the 1911, the P226 is in

use today by the U.S. Navy SEALs, Fed-

eral agents and numerous law enforce-

ment agencies. 

Website: www.Sig-Sauer.com

MSRP: $1,108

Sig Sauer 
P226
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{COMPACT SEMIS}

Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .40 Smith & Wesson (.40 Auto)

Barrel length: 3.5 inches

Slide finish: Black

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.7 inches

Height: 4.3 inches

Width: 1.2 inches

Sights: Front - Steel Ramp Dovetail; Rear -

Steel Novak® Lo-Mount Carry

Sight radius: 5.75 inches

Trigger: Two Stage

Trigger pull: 10 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 10

Grip: Polymer

Weight: 24.4 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The M&P 40C sports steel Novak

Lo-Mount sights and a snag-free design. It’s

the smallest .40 S&W in the M&P line.

Website: www.Smith-Wesson.com

MSRP: $569

Smith & Wesson
M&P 40C

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Czech Republic

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3.9 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 9.8 inches

Frame material: Light Alloy

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 7.2 inches

Height: 5.3 inches

Width: 1.4 inches

Trigger: Non Adjustable

Magazine capacity: 14

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 26.72 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: A forged aluminum alloy frame,

decocking lever and its light weight make

the 75 D PCR Compact a standout model.

Website: www.CZ-USA.com

MSRP: $599

CZ 75 D PCR Compact
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Action: Safe Action

Made in: Austria

Caliber: .40 Smith & Wesson (.40 Auto)

Barrel length: 4.02 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 9.84 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.85 inches

Height: 5 inches

Width: 1.18 inches

Sight radius: 6.02 inches

Trigger: Adjustable

Trigger pull: 5.5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 13

Grip: Full

Weight: 21.16 ounces

Rail: Yes 

Features: Glock incorporated a white out-

line rear sight, a polymer frame for light

weight, a combat trigger guard, and a dou-

ble-stack magazine in its G23 model.

Website: www.Glock.com

MSRP: $599

Glock G23

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Israel

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm Parabellum)

Barrel length: 4.43 inches

Slide finish: Blued

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 8.37 inches

Height: 5.75 inches

Width: 1.53 inches

Sights: Blade with horizontal serrations

Trigger: Super TRICON 2-stage trigger

Magazine capacity: 16

Grip: Wood

Weight: 28.6 ounces

Rail: Yes 

Features: The Baby Desert Eagle III has

three-dot sights, an integral accessory rail,

a firing pin block safety and a carbon steel

slide.

Website: www.MagnumResearch.com

MSRP: $646

Magnum
Research
Baby Desert
Eagle III
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{COMPACT SEMIS}

Action: Safe Action

Made in: Austria

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 3.78 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 8

Rate of twist: 1 in 15.75 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.97 inches

Height: 4.45 inches

Width: 1.28 inches

Sights: Open

Sight radius: 5.94

Trigger: Adjustable

Trigger pull: 5.5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 10

Grip: Modular Back Strap

Weight: 23.81 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The G30SF features a white

outline rear sight, a polymer frame for light

weight, a combat trigger guard and a dou-

ble-stack magazine. The trigger mecha-

nism housing has also been dimensionally

adapted to fit in the smaller sized grip

space. The magazine release catches are

also significantly enlarged and reversible

for the ambidextrous shooter.

Website: www.Glock.com

MSRP: $687

Glock G30SF

Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .40 Smith & Wesson (.40 Auto)

Barrel length: 3.6 inches

Slide finish: Black

Frame material: Alloy

Frame finish: Black

Slide finish: Nitron®

Overall length: 6.6 inches

Height: 5.1 inches

Width: 1.2 inches

Sight radius: 5.2 inches

Trigger pull: 7 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 7

Sights: Contrast, SIGLITE® Night Sights

available

Grip: Black

Weight: n/a

Rail: n/a

Features: The P239 DAK is double-strike

capable for hard primers, has Nitron finish

on the slide for durability, and the DAO trig-

ger is law-enforcement friendly.

Website: www.SigSauer.com

MSRP: $835

Sig Sauer P239 DAK
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Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .40 Smith & Wesson (.40 Auto)

Barrel length: 3.5 inches

Slide finish: Matte and Blackened Stainless

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Matte Stainless and Black

Overall length: 6.1 inches

Height: 4.55 inches

Width: 0.94 inch

Trigger pull: 7 - 10 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 6+1

Grip: Wraparound, soft polymer

Weight: 28.48 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: Kahr Arms K40 features white

bar-dot sights, full finger grip for many hand

sizes, a very narrow size and tight tolerances

for accuracy. Comes with two standard, 6-

round magazines.

Website: www.Kahr.com

MSRP: $880

Kahr Arms K40

Action: Single or Double Action

(DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 4 inches

Slide finish: Matte Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Matte Black

Overall length: 7.7 inches

Height: 5.25 inches

Width: 1.28 inches

Sight radius: 5.7 inches

Trigger: Aluminum Match Grade

Trigger pull: 4 - 5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 7

Grip: Black Synthetic or Crimson Trace

LaserGrip

Weight: 36 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Pro TLE II has a stainless

match barrel, threaded for suppressor,

Tritium night sights.

Website: www.KimberAmerica.com

MSRP: $1,224

Kimber Pro
TLE II
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Key Concealed Carry Do’s and Dont’s

BY CHUCK TAYLOR |     PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHUCK TAYLOR

WITH THE EVER-INCREASING

NUMBER OF STATES INSTITUT-

ING CONCEALED CARRY

STATUTES THESE DAYS, INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT

HAS BURGEONED TO PERHAPS ITS HIGHEST POINT IN

RECENT HISTORY. 

And, due to escalating concerns about home, vehicle

and self-defense in our troubled times, record numbers

of citizens are availing themselves of the concealed

carry option.

Why? Easy. hey realize that regardless of how hard the

police try, they can't really protect anyone; only pursue

and, hopefully, eventually apprehend the perpetrator.

here are just to many crimes  being committed for the

police to be able to efectively intervene at the time. And

the best solution to the problem is the concealed weapon.

With it, the element of surprise is on the side of the in-

tended victim.  

here are quite a few ways to efectively conceal a hand-

gun, but there is no one way which guarantees the best

combination of concealment, weapon accessibility and re-

sulting acquisition speed and wearer comfort.  here is al-

ways a compromise involved in carrying any kind of

concealed weapon. To give yourself the best possible com-

bination of these critical elements, you should irst con-

sider carefully the following issues:
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The Ground Rules

1
For what contingencies are you carrying

your weapon? Under what circum-

stances will it be used? For example, are you

primarily concerned with only personal de-

fense or are your needs more widely based,

as a plainclothes policeman's might be?

2
What is your life-style? Do you travel in

an automobile much of the time? Do

you remain seated most of the day? Do you

spend most of your time in an air-condi-

tioned environment?

3
Do you spend most of your time in a

high-density personnel environment,

e.g. crowds and so on, or do you go about

your daily routines in a more rural setting?

Questions like these are important be-

cause they "set the ground rules" for the de-

termination of what kind of concealed carry

best its your needs—and, naturally, you

can't determine this until you irst deine—

really, clearly — deine those needs. 

hey also determine what kind of weapon

and ammunition you use, as well as ancillary

equipment like holster and spare ammuni-

tion/magazine carriers and, quite literally, the

way in which you'll use it.

Shoulder Holsters & Crossdraw Rigs

Generally speaking, shoulder holsters and

crossdraw rigs are especially suited for those

who spend much of their time sitting down.

However, with the shoulder holster, there is a

caveat -- due to its harness eliminating most

of the air low through your clothing, it tends

to be somewhat uncomfortable in temperate

climates and is thus at its best in an air-condi-

tioned environment. 

Many who wear crossdraw holsters fail to

place them suiciently far back for them to

clear the point of the hip, thus preventing

The sub-compact handgun is perennially

popular, but remember that it’s small

size, short barrel and reduced sight radius

make it a less than optimum weapon in

the high speed shooting sequences so

typical of defensive encounters.

Security vs. Presentation
Often, the issue of weapon security versus acquisition/presentation  speed is discussed

and legitimately so because it's an important issue.

However, before you can determine which type of holster is right for you or what spe-

cific design within a given type best fits your needs, be sure to consider the weapon you

intend to carry -- a heavy-framed S&W .357 or .45 isn't much fun to cart around in an

ankle holster or purse! 



The Smith & Wesson K-frame

series ofers a reasonable bal-

ance between concealability

and eiciency.

the holster itself from remaining clear of the

pelvic-thigh joint, which is not only a poten-

tial safety hazard (since the muzzle of the

holstered gun is pointed directly at the joint)

but results in a binding efect that makes sit-

ting down a drudgery.

Ankle Holsters

Ankle holsters remain perennially popular,

but in truth ofer limited utility in that they

allow only limited access to the weapon and

are, as a result, slow to utilize in comparison

to most other holster designs. 

However, viewed realistically, we ind

that most of the time, they're used by police

oicers to carry a second gun, which would

only be utilized in the event of them losing

their primary irearm—in short, in an act of

desperation. 

Ankle Rigs

Ankle rigs also have another drawback.

Because of their very concept, they limit the

size and weight of the weapon carried,

which usually results in another problem --

the use of guns chambered for cartridges

that lack suicient stopping power.

CARRY 101

“FOR WHAT

CONTINGENCIES

ARE YOU 

CARRYING 

YOUR WEAPON?

UNDER WHAT

CIRCUMSTANCES

WILL IT BE

USED?”
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(Above) Specialty concealment meth-

ods for women, such as his body briefer,

ofer concealment, but some say it is at

the expense of limiting quick weapon

access.  Intended primarily for special-

ized concealment functions, they

provide women with a viable al-

ternative to purse and waist-

band carry.

(Right) 

The author says

watch out for

sharp edges be-

cause they

can abrade

skin and cloth-

ing alike.  
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In the Purse

Seldom do women carry irearms in holsters at-

tached to their waistbands. In fact, the very shape of

the female makes this an unpleasant task, because it

causes the gun to point inward, toward the torso,

making rapid weapon acquisition and presentation

nearly impossible. Instead, the ladies carry their guns

in other ways, the most common of which is the

purse (surprised, guys?).

Here, however, there's a very real need to insure

that the purse is either intended by design to carry a

irearm or, if not, at least exhibit’s a compartment

within which it can be carried.

Moreover, having seen what the interior of most

purses looks like it should at this point be added with

alacrity that, whichever is chosen, the compartment

should be kept free of any items not directly related

to the weapon itself. Scarves, car keys, compacts and

other female paraphernalia absolutely must be kept

in some other part of the purse to avoid interference

with the weapon should it be needed!

Study Up

So, do yourself a favor and "go to school," a well-

known, reputable school that deals with actual gun

ighting techniques and tactics, taught by equally

well-known, acknowledged expert instructors, and

learn all you need to know to stay out of trouble.

here is much, much more to the subject of self-

defense handgunning than just weapon handling and

shooting. CC

Outside the waistband (OTW) holsters are by far the most common, but

make certain they attach solidly to the best to avoid pivoting. This Galco

rig fulfills that criteria nicely.
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Belly bands ofer concealment but at the expense of virtually eliminating

any hope of a fast weapon presentation.

Inside the waistband (ITW) rigs are gaining in popularity

but are often configured in such a way that obtaining a

firing grip is virtually impossible at high speed. In addi-

tion, they aren’t always designed to secure properly to

the belt. This Kydex Galco holster, however, is a good ex-

ample of a well-conceived ITW rig. P
H

O
T

O
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 G

A
L

C
O



CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS    43

“ANKLE RIGS ALSO HAVE
ANOTHER DRAWBACK. … THEY
LIMIT THE SIZE AND WEIGHT OF
THE WEAPON CARRIED …”

Concealment 
VS. 

Effectiveness

Lately, there is a trend toward emphasizing conceal-

ment more than actual efficiency, which, in my opin-

ion, is a terrible mistake with potentially disastrous

consequences. Remember that the reason you’re car-

rying the firearm in the first place is to provide you

with the means of effectively thwarting an unex-

pected attack under the  widest possible variety of

circumstances. Thus, the handgun must be capable of

delivering sufficient efficiency to accomplish that

mission.  The fact is that the smaller the handgun,

the less efficient it is and the harder it is to use well,

especially under the  extreme stress of a deadly en-

counter.

The short barrels of compacts and sub-compacts re-

duce muzzle velocities to the point where reliable JHP ex-

pansion is notoriously absent, and the short sight radius

and shortened grip frames so typical of such guns makes

fast, accurate shot placement a Herculean task.  Like it or

not, the fact is that except in the most extreme cases, a full-

sized handgun is as easy to conceal  as a smaller gun and is

in all respects much more eicient.  And they’re much,

much easier to present and utilize efectively under stress.   

Above all, remember that they alone cannot "do the

job" for you if, once the gun is presented, you don't hit

what you shoot at or if you fail to operate within the cri-

teria defined by law. 

Moreover, with the increased civil liability hazards

we face these days, many seemingly insignificant issues

like sights, ammo selection, trigger pull weights, holster

security devices, et al, all require careful consideration. 

To provide yourself with the best possible self-de-

fense "package," a clear understanding of tactical, crimi-

nal and civil liability is essential.

CARRY 101

The author says ankle holsters are clumsy, slow to access and excessively limit the

size of the weapon.  As such, they highly specialized and not for general-purpose self-

defense functions.
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Concealed Carry, 
Large-Framed
Semi Automatic
Handguns Are
the Kings 
of the Jungle

{FULL SEMI AUTOMATICS}
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Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .45 ACP (45 Auto)

Barrel length: 5 inches

Barrel finish: Blue Steel

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Grooves: 6

Frame material: Carbon Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 8.5 inches

Sights: Front - Heinie; Rear -

Straight-8

Trigger: Ventilated

Capacity: 8 + 1

Grip: Checkered black

Weight: 38 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Taurus 1911FS is fitted

with genuine Novak sights, a light-

ened aluminum trigger, and is cham-

bered for the .45 ACP. It also features

the TSS, or Taurus Security System,

which provides a secure way to keep

your firearm in a ready-to-go posture,

while still being able keep the pistol

from being used by anyone else. 

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $684.40

Taurus 1911FS

Action: Double Action (DA or

DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .45 ACP (45 Auto)

Length: 8.5 inches

Width: 1.6 inches

Slide finish: Blue

Frame material: Steel

Frame finish: Blue

Overall length: 6.24 inches

Magazine capacity: 12

Grip: Polymer

Weight: 34 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The 845 has a blued

steel finish with ambidextrous

three-position safety with de-

cocker. The pistol has a Strike-

Two capability which allows for

re-striking misfiring primers. 

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $486.93

Taurus 845
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{FULL SEMI AUTOMATICS}

Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: Austria

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3.62 inches

Slide finish: Blued

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.7 inches

Height: 5.2 inches

Width: 1.18 inches

Trigger: Two-Stage Adjustable

Trigger pull: 5.5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 15

Grip: Engraved Wood

Weight: 27.02 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The C9-A1 has adjustable

3-dot sights, a low barrel axis, an in-

tegral accessory rail, and a trigger

safety.

Website: www.SteyrArms.com

MSRP: $560

Steyr
C9-A1

Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: Croatia

Caliber: .45 GAP (Glock Automatic

Pistol) 

Barrel length: 5 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 8.3 inches

Sight radius: 7.87 inches

Trigger pull: 5.5 - 7.7 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 13

Grip: Simulated Ivory

Weight: 32 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: This XD Tactical model

features a grip safety, trigger safety,

outstanding capacity, and a snag-

free rear sight. No tools are required

to field-strip the XD for cleaning.

More importantly the order of oper-

ations is much safer than on other

guns. The takedown lever cannot be

actuated until the slide is locked

back, allowing you to verify that the

XD is unloaded.

Website:

www.Springfield-Armory.com

MSRP: $629

Springfield
XD Tactical 
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Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: Belgium

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm Parabel-

lum)

Barrel length: 4 5/8 inches

Slide finish: Black epoxy

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Black Epoxy

Overall length: 7 3/4 inches

Sight radius: 6.3125

Trigger: Single-action

Magazine capacity: 13

Grip: Composite

Weight: 32 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The MK III has an ambidextrous

safety and integral thumb rests. This was

John Browning’s last 1911-style design and

arguably the second-best single action

semi-automatic handgun ever designed. 

Website: www.Browning.com

MSRP: $1,059

Browning 
Hi-Power MK III

Smith & Wesson
M&P45
Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 4.5 inches

Slide finish: Black

Rate of twist: 1 in 15 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 8.05 inches

Height: 5.5 inches

Width: 1.2 inches

Sights: Front - White Dot Dovetail;

Rear - Steel Low Profile Carry

Sight radius: 6.8 inches

Trigger: Adjustable

Trigger pull: 7 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 10

Grip: Polymer

Weight: 32.8 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: Among the unique M&P

pistol features, four stand out as fa-

vorites among law enforcement and

military professionals: easily

changed palmswell grips in three

sizes, an ambidextrous slide stop,

reversible magazine catch and an

enlarged trigger guard.

Website: www.Smith-Wesson.com

MSRP: $599
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{FULL SEMI AUTOMATICS}

Action: Double Action (DA or

DA/SA)

Made in: Czech Republic

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 4.7 inches

Slide finish: Black or Blued

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 9.8 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Black, Blued, Stain-

less, or Satin Nickel

Overall length: 8.1 inches

Height: 5.4 inches

Width: 1.4 inches

Trigger: Non Adjustable

Trigger pull: 5.25 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 16

Grip: Plastic P

Weight: 35.36 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: This CZ 85 is the am-

bidextrous version of CZ75, and it

has a reversible magazine release,

and improved trigger pull. The CZ 85

Combat features a fully adjustable

rear sight, and a drop-free maga-

zine.

Website: www.CZ-USA.com

MSRP: $641

CZ 85 Combat
Dual Tone

Action: Safe Action

Made in: Austria

Caliber: .40 Smith & Wesson (40

Auto)

Barrel length: 4.49 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 9.84 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 7.32 inches

Height: 5.43 inches

Width: 1.18 inches

Sight radius: 6.73 inches

Trigger: Adjustable

Trigger pull: 5.5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 15

Grip: Full

Weight: 25.29 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The G22 sports a white

outline rear sight, polymer frame for

light weight, combat trigger guard,

and double-stack magazine. Safe

action controls three internal

safeties automatically. Polymer

frame is care free, salt water and oil

resistant. Chamber indicator is stan-

dard issue. 

Website: www.Glock.com

MSRP: $641

Glock G22
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Action: Double Action (DA or

DA/SA)

Made in: Germany

Caliber: .40 Smith & Wesson (40

Auto)

Barrel length: 4.17 inches

Slide finish: Black

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 7.2 inches

Height: 5.3 inches

Width: 1.3 inches

Trigger: Two Stage Trigger

Trigger pull: 9 - 4.5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 12

Grip: Interchangeable Backstrap

Weight: 23.1 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The P99 has a safety/de-

cocker button, ambidextrous mag

release built into the trigger guard,

and three-dot adjustable combat

sights.

Website: www.WaltherArms.com

MSRP: $679

Walther P99

Taurus M92

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm Para-

bellum)

Barrel length: 5 inches

Slide finish: Blued

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 8.5 inches

Magazine capacity: 17 + 1

Grip: Checkered Rubber

Weight: 34 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The M92 sports improved

capacity (17+1), a combat-style trigger

guard, and a multi-position frame-

mounted safety/decocker. Taurus’

specially designed drop-hammer

forged ordnance grade alloy frame

won’t crack or allow the slide to come

of. Other innovations include a three-

position frame-mounted ambidex-

trous safety, which is more secure

than a slide mounted safety, and al-

lows for a classic SA cocked-and-

locked mode.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $641
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{FULL SEMI AUTOMATICS}

Action: Safe Action

Made in: Austria

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 4.49 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 9.84 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 7.32 inches

Height: 5.43 inches

Width: 1.18 inches

Sight radius: 6.73 inches

Trigger: Adjustable

Trigger pull: 5.5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 17

Grip: Full

Weight: 24.62 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The G17 has a white out-

line rear sight, a polymer frame for

light weight, a combat trigger guard,

and a double-stack magazine. Safe

action controls three internal

safeties automatically. Polymer

frame is care free, salt water and oil

resistant. Chamber indicator is stan-

dard issue.

Website: www.Glock.com

MSRP: $690

Glock G17

Action: Double Action Only

(DAO)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (45 Auto)

Barrel length: 4.04 inches

Slide finish: Matte Stainless

Rate of twist: 1 in 16.38 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.57 inches

Height: 5.25 inches

Width: 1.01 inches

Sights: Front - Tritium Sight;

Rear - Novak low profile 2-dot

tritium sight

Trigger: Two Stage

Magazine capacity: 7

Grip: Hard Rubber with Kahr

Logo

Weight: 23.2 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The TP45 has bar-

dot-style combat sights, a sin-

gle stack design for easy

concealability, and a beneficial

sight radius.

Website: www.Kahr.com

MSRP: $697

Kahr
Arms
TP45
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Beretta
92FS

Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: Croatia

Caliber: .45 ACP (45 Auto)

Barrel length: 5.28 inches

Slide finish: Blued

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Polymer

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 8.4 inches

Height: 6

Width: 1.26

Sights: Front - Dovetail (Steel) Dot;

Rear - Dovetail (Steel) 2 Dots

Trigger: MIL-SPEC

Springfield 
XD(M)

Action: Double Action (DA or A/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 4.9 inches

Slide finish: Matte Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 9.84 inches

Frame material: Aluminum Alloy

Frame finish: Matte Black

Overall length: 8.5 inches

Height: 5.4 inches

Width: 1.5 inches

Sight radius: 6.1

Magazine capacity: 15

Grip: Black Plastic

Weight: 33.3 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: the 92FS was the standard

issue pistol for U.S. Armed forces for

decades. This pistol is used by militaries

and law enforcement personnel around

the world. It has DA/SA action with loaded

chamber indicator, a reversible magazine

catch, and ambidextrous thumb safeties.

It’s also available in stainless steel as the

92FS Inox. 

Website: www.BerettaUSA.com

MSRP: $682

Trigger pull: 5.5 - 7.7 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 13

Grip: Interchangeable backstraps

Weight: 31 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The XD(M) features a

match-grade barrel, interchangeable

backstraps, Mega-lock texturing. 

Website: www.Springfield-Armory.com

MSRP: Starts at $795 CC

Designed and Developed in the USA
with over 40 years of CCW experience

FOR SALES AND INFORMATION GO TO:
www.CovertCarrier.com or

Call: (702)245-6302

Carry a handgun IWB without a
holster, case or pouch. CovertCarrier
is the GOLD STANDARD for Total

Weapons Concealment!

If you carry a concealed handgun for
self-defense, or for a living, the CovertCarrier

will give you a tactical advantage

©CovertCarrier Inc. 2015
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY GARRETT LUCAS

Walther Arms Steps Up Its
Game with the PPS M2
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THERE IS A QUOTATION ATTRIBUTED

TO CLINT SMITH THAT GOES, “I CARRY

GUN CAUSE A COP IS TOO HEAVY.” 

At irst glance, it’s a funny read.  Well, it’s funny no

matter how many times you read it.  However, carrying a

gun has its own burden of weight, and that is measured by

the responsibility you wield and the choices you make

that may afect others, as well as yourself.  Some mistakes

cannot be undone, but there are some choices you make

where you do get a second chance.



was almost three months before I got back

to the range with it because I was busy

practicing and testing several others.  When

I started the next range session with the al-

ready-loaded pistol, it jammed on the sec-

ond round.  I ran a few more full magazines

through it with no issues, and I began

thinking it was just a luke occurrence with

the ammunition.  

Ater another 100 rounds (including my

carry loads), no problems occurred.  I i-

nally loaded it back up, topped it of, and

was about to leave for home.

I’m the sort that gets very paranoid if a

gun jams on me ater being broken in a

good bit, because my life might depend on

it one day. Something made me go back to

the table and shoot it again.  Lo and behold,

it jammed on the second round again.  I’d

igured out my problem.  

Topping of the magazine to get the full

8-round capacity in the pistol created a

condition where it was tight enough inside
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One such mistake led me to scouring the market again for an-

other pocket pistol—one that I could absolutely trust; and I recently

ran into the new Walther PPS M2.  Just introduced the 2016 SHOT

Show, the PPS M2 is an evolutionary upgrade to their already popu-

lar, polymer-frame PPS model.  Having recently tried Walther’s new

PPQ 45 last autumn, I knew I had to give their newest ofering a

closer look to see if it performed as well, and it wasn’t too long be-

fore I had one in my hands for review.

A Testing Error

I had acquired a pistol a little while back that was the perfect size

for pocket carry, and based on the handling, accuracy and perform-

ance during multiple sessions at the range, I had gotten to the point

where I trusted it enough to start carrying it.  Up to that point, I’d al-

ways carried a J-frame as my backup or pocket gun.  But something

happened not too long ago that had my heart doing lip-lops over a

glaring mistake I had made in testing the little semi-automatic.

Until I’d started carrying that original pistol, it was a range gun.

I’d ill the magazines and go to town.  Ater about 300 rounds of

FMJs and 200 rounds of my carry load, I hadn’t had a single mal-

function, and the accuracy was pretty impressive.  So, it became the

new carry piece as a primary pistol for light clothing, and a back-up

for times when I could carry a larger, concealed-carry gun.

When I began carrying it, I’d load a round in the chamber and

top of the magazine so I got the full beneit of the 7+1 capacity.  It

The PPS M2 comes with both a six- and seven-round magazine to allow the user to

change out concealability for extra fire- power. Eight-round magazines are also available.

The PPS M2

comes with

high-contrast,

three-dot

sights that are

highly visible

and provide an

excellent sight

picture for the

shooter.
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to preclude the second round from feeding

correctly.  At the range, I didn’t bother going

through the topping-of procedure when I

illed the magazines and shot, so I hadn’t ac-

tually tested it for absolute, real-world carry.

One big improvement on the M2 was

the new ergonomic design of the grip

and the new texturing pattern that pro-

vided a sure grasp on the pistol, yet was

not abrasive.

NEXT-GEN CCW

hat wasn’t good, and deinitely a goofy

thing to miss when betting my life on some-

thing to protect me.

Enter the PPS M2

I had no such issues when I tested the

new Walther PPS M2 at the range. It actually

comes with a 6-round magazine and a 7-

round one, as well.  he trade-of between

the two is easier concealability and capacity.

Both fed properly, even when loaded to the

+1 condition (I learned my lesson), and

there wasn’t a single malfunction while

using four main types of ammunition and a

variety of a few other loads.  Hoosah!

But, let’s take a step back and get an

overview of the PPS M2 before we go any

further.  Ater enjoying the success of their

original PPS model, and achieving even

more praise for their PPQ line of pistols,

Walther decided to update their subcompact

model with a few reinements to bring it in

line with the rest of the current models in their catalog.

he most obvious change is the styling of the PPS M2. Taking a

cue from their well-received line of PPQ pistols, Walther incorpo-

rated a much more ergonomic frame to enhance the user’s grip on

the pistol and to improve comfort.  hat bit of secret sauce really

adds to the appeal of this new model.  he polymer grip is textured

nicely, providing that secure purchase, but it’s not so abrasive that

you feel like you’re holding a miniature bed of nails.

Another nice move was to move away from the paddle paddle-

style magazine release on the trigger guard to the more familiar

thumb release that Americans are more accustomed to with their

pistols.  Personally, I like the paddle release, but when you’re carry-

ing diferent pistols, it’s nice to have consistency in the controls, lest

you have to take time to remember which gun you’re carrying to en-

gage the release mechanism quickly.

here is no manual safety on the M2, save the pivoting tab on the

trigger, but Walther found just the right weight for the trigger pull to

balance safety against a crisp, clean break.  he factory rating for the
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trigger pull is 6.1 pounds, and my sample broke at an aver-

age of 6.3 pounds.  hat’s nothing to fuss about since the

break is clean with a short reset for a quick follow-up shot.

he PPS M2 includes some nice features one wouldn’t

typically expect on a subcompact, polymer-frame pistol.

he front and rear sights are made of metal and the three-

dot sight system is very easy to pick up because of the larger

size of the dots.  Also, the M2 has front cocking serrations

for press-checking the pistol—a feature usually found on

larger and more tactical-oriented pistols.  

By all counts, this little pistol has all the enhancements

expected in a ighting pistol, except for an accessory rail.

For its intended use, excluding the rail is the best choice,

in my opinion.  Excluding the rail keeps the pistol as com-

pact as possible for easier concealment.

With overall dimensions of 6.3 inches for length, 4.4

inches for height and 1-inch width, the PPS M2 is ex-

tremely concealable, and for most people, easy to carry in

the pocket with an appropriate holster.  Ater carrying the

irearm on several occasions, I was ine using either the 6-

or 7-round magazine in the pocket.  However, with the

optional, 8-round magazine, I think the easier mode of

carry would be with an in-the-waistband holster (IWB).

hat little bit of extra magazine length might make pocket

carry tough for most people.

Stellar Performance

Ater having tested the PPQ 45, I had high hopes for

the PPS M2, and I wasn’t disappointed when it came time

to visit the range.  It proved to be not only a reliable speci-

men, but an accurate one as well.  

We started by shooting Federal Premium’s 124-grain

American Eagle FMJ loads. I let my friend shoot it irst, and

straight out of the box, he put three shots into one hole at 7

yards.  He looked at me as if he didn’t want to shoot anymore

and jinx it, so we set up another target a little further out and

started the process of breaking the gun in.

For a compact gun, the M2 has nicely sized white dots

that are highly visible.  Couple that feature with a crisp

and light trigger pull, it’s no wonder that the little pistol

turned out to be such an accurate shooter.  One 10-yard,

ive-shot group was shot in semi-rapid fashion with 124-

grain Federal Hydra-Shoks, and the group came in a little

under 1.5 inches.  hat is 30 feet with a subcompact;

there’s no question that the PPS M2 is an efective defen-

sive weapon that can outshoot the shooter.

Reliability was on par with my expectations.  here

were no malfunctions with any of the ammunition we

tried.  Over a few range sessions, there was a wide variety

fed through the M2 from old rounds I’d rotated out of

9mm pistols over the years, and that ended up in a large

Ziploc bag. I had everything from super-hot loads to

wide-cavity hollow-points, and I threw everything

Walther, and it just kept cycling every round without a

hitch in its step.  

In all, close to 600 rounds were ired through the M2,

and, yes, I did make sure to test reliability with full maga-

zines and with one in the chamber.  I deinitely wanted to

make sure there were no problems with jamming like what

happened with my personal pistol.  Again, this wasn’t an

issue for the PPS M2; you can load it to full capacity with-

out worry.

On one hand, I feel a little embarrassed about sharing

that little testing faux pas on my part, but I think it’s a

valuable lesson for me, and maybe someone else will learn

from it as well. It’s easy to pop of some shots at the range,

but if you’re going to trust your life to the performance of

a defensive irearm, you need to wring it out with as many

real-world scenarios as you can imagine, and make sure to

practice with it as you intend to carry it.  As always, the

devil’s in the details.  

Hitting the Streets

Speaking of carrying the M2, just like many other

striker-ired pistols, it’s a fairly light trigger pull when

compared to a double-action revolver, like a J-frame.  So,

choosing an appropriate holster for your mode of carry is

important.  As mentioned, it’s an excellent pocket pistol

and it is slim enough to easily carry it concealed in an

IWB holster.

Luckily enough for me, the M2 its perfectly in the De-

Santis Superly I have on hand, which I carry without the

lap.  For the price, it’s been a great holster that has a tacky

enough surface to grab and stay the inside of the pocket as

“THE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE M2 ARE EXCELLENT ADDITIONS …”
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NEXT-GEN CCW
The newest iteration of Walter’s PPS line in-

cludes cocking serrations at the front of the

slide for more tactical appeal and aiding with

press-checking the pistol.

Specifications

Overall Length: 6.3 inches

Overall Height: 4.4 inches

Width: 1 inch

Barrel Length: 3.18 inches

Caliber: 9mm, 40 S&W

Finish: Tenifer

Capacity: 6/7/8 rounds

Velocity @ 10 feet:

•Federal American Eagle 124 Gr. FMJ 1014 FPS

•Federal Hydra-Shok 124 Gr. HP 1012 FPS

•HPR Ammunition 124gr. JHP 1023 FPS

•Black Hills Ammunition 115gr. JHP EXP 1117 FPS

The switch to a thumb release for the maga-

zine, rather than the previous paddle release

at the thumb guard, will probably appeal to

most American shooters.
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you’re drawing the gun. Since this is a new model, it’ll take a little

time for companies to come out with properly sized holsters, but if

do your research, you’re bound to ind one that will work right now.

A Few Last Words

Walther Arms has been on a great streak lately.  he introduc-

tion of their PPQ series of pistols raised the bar for the competi-

tion, and they built on that success by incorporating some of the

same PPQ features in the new PPS M2.  Carrying 6-8 rounds of

9mm ammunition in the magazine, the M2 is a formidable defen-

sive weapon for its size.  It proved out to be just as reliable and ac-

curate as the PPQ 45 we tested last fall, and that’s saying quite a

bit.

he improvements in the M2 are excellent additions, including

the change to a thumb release for the magazine and the excep-

tional ergonomics and texturing baked into the new grip.  he

trigger pull is set at just the right weight for pocket carry with a

holster and a special nod goes to the very short reset.  he three-

dot sight system is very easy to pick up and

could really only be improved if the user

wanted night sights installed.

Considering the MSRP for the PPS M2 is

just $469, I’m tempted to say Walther’s new ad-

dition is a great value—which it is.  But to put

it that way would undermine how good of a

pistol it really is.  Qualiiers aside, the Walther

PPS M2 is a great handgun—period.  And if

you’re in need of a subcompact pistol for

pocket or purpose, you’d do well to have this

one at the top of your list. CC

Despite its compact size and 1-inch width, the PPS M2 is a good platform for easy handling and accurate shot placement.

Contact

Walther Arms

7700 Chad Colley Blvd

Fort Smith, AR 72916

(479) 242-8500 (USA) 

www.waltherarms.com

NEXT-GEN CCW
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“BY ALL COUNTS, THIS LITTLE PISTOL
HAS ALL THE ENHANCEMENTS 
EXPECTED IN A FIGHTING PISTOL …”

OOOOOOvvvvveeeeerrrrr 666666000000000000,,000000000000000000
CCustomers

Served Since 1998

Visit Viamedic.com/GUNS

FDA-approved medications
from USA Pharmacies

Licensed USA Telemedicine
Physician Network

Call 7 days per week

4
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1911s

CLASSIC STYLE, 
MODERN FLAIR

1911s: he Most Modified and 
Versatile Handguns Ever Designed
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Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 5 inches

Slide finish: Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Steel

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 8.5 inches

Height: 5.5 inches

Trigger: Two stage adjustable

Trigger pull: 3.5 - 5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 7

Grip: Double diamond walnut

Weight: 38.5 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: This Remington features satin

black oxide finish, double-diamond walnut

stocks and three-dot sights (dovetailed

front and rear).

Website: www.Remington.com

MSRP: $774

Remington 1911 R1

Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 5 inches

Slide finish: Black

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Grooves: 6

Frame material: Steel

Frame finish: Stainless

Overall length: 8.7 inches

Height: 5.5 inches

Width: 1.4 inches

Sight radius: 6.5 inches

Trigger pull: 5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 8

Grip: Hogue custom wood

Weight: 41.6 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: Trijicon adjustable

night sights, extended er-

gonomic controls and attrac-

tive styling are featured in the

1911 Traditional RTSS from Sig

Sauer. Standard on all mod-

els are a match-grade barrel,

flat mainspring housing and

speed bump grip safety.

Website: www.SigSauer.com

MSRP: $1,142

Sig Sauer 1911
Traditional RTSS
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Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 4.3 inches

Slide finish: Stainless

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Steel

Frame finish: Stainless Steel

Overall length: 8 inches

Height: 5.5 inches

Width: 1.5 inches

Magazine capacity: 8

Grip: Cocobolo Wood

Weight: 19.2 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The V-BOB has a ceramic-

base finish and no-snag combat-style

sights, and it’s designed for concealabil-

ity. The popular Bobtail Commander is

now available in the Valor series. Both

the original Valor and the new V-Bob are

available in black duty finish over stain-

less steel or a matte stainless finish.

Website: www.CZ-USA.com

MSRP: $2,077

Dan Wesson V-BOB
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1911s

Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 4.25 inches

Slide finish: Stainless or Black

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 15 inches

Frame material: Alloy

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 7.95 inches

Sights: Tritium Night Sight

Trigger: Adjustable

Magazine capacity: 8

Grip: Wood

Weight: 29.7 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The SW1911 SC E Series

features a Scandium alloy frame,

round butt, S&W Custom Shop fit

and finish. Fish Scale Scalloped Slide

Serrations. Front Tritium Night Sight.

Rear Tritium Night Sight. Textured

Rear Side of Slide. Ambidextrous

Thumb Safety.

Website: www.Smith-Wesson.com

MSRP: $1,449 

Smith & Wesson
SW1911SC E Series
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Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3 inches

Slide finish: Stainless

Grooves: 0

Frame material: Aluminum Alloy

Frame finish: Grey

Overall length: 6.75 inches

Sights: Novak Dot, Novak Adjustable 2

Dots

Magazine capacity: 7

Grip: Wraparound rubber finger groove

Weight: n/a

Rail: n/a

Features: Novak low-mount carry sights, a

large capacity for size and 9mm Luger cal-

iber in a 1911-type frame are features of the

Defender 7002D. It features wrap-around

rubber finger groove grips, skeletonized alu-

minum trigger, fixed sights and a beveled

magazine well.

Website: www.ColtsMfg.com

MSRP: $973

Colt 
Defender
7002D

Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45

Auto)

Barrel length: 4.2 inches

Slide finish: Tan

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Stainless

Steel

Frame finish: Tan

Overall length: 7.7 inches

Height: 5.5 inches

Width: 1.4 inches

Sight radius: 5.7 inches

Trigger pull: 5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 8

Grip: Hogue custom G10

Weight: 35.4 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The 1911 Carry

Scorpion has low-profile

night sights, Hogue G10

grips, an ambidextrous

safety and an accessory

rail. The design combines

grip plates and main spring

housing in an integrated

magazine well extension

that promotes rapid maga-

zine changes.

Website:

www.SigSauer.com

MSRP: $1,285

Sig Sauer 1911
Carry Scorpion
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1911s

Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 3 inches

Slide finish: Blued

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Carbon Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 7 inches

Grip: Cocobolo

Weight: 31.3 ounces

Rail: Yes

Features: The Of Duty fea-

tures three-dot adjustable

combat sights, checkered co-

cobolo grip panels and a

ramped bull barrel. The Of

Duty comes standard with an

STI RecoilMaster guide rod sys-

tem, commander-style ham-

mer and patented STI

International trigger system.

Website: www.STIGuns.com

MSRP: $1,243

STI Of Duty

Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: 9mm Luger (9x19mm 

Parabellum)

Barrel length: 3 inches

Slide finish: Satin

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 10 inches

Frame material: Aluminum

Frame finish: Matte Blued

Overall length: 6.5 inches

Height: 5 inches

Trigger pull: 5.0 - 6.0 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 9

Grip: Cocobolo

Weight: 26 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The EMP (Enhanced Micro

Pistol) has diamond-pattern cocobolo

grips, a large capacity for its type and

tritium night sights. 

Website: www.Springfield-Armory.com

MSRP: $1,345

Springfield EMP



Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 4 inches

Slide finish: Blued

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 7.6 inches

Height: 5.5 inches

Sights: Fiber Optic, Low-

Profile Combat

Trigger: MIL-SPEC

Trigger pull: 4.5 - 5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 7

Grip: Cross Cannon Double

Diamond Cocobolo 

Weight: 30 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Range Oicer

Champion sports an alloy

frame, a fully supported

ramped barrel, and has a

fiber front sight and low-pro-

file rear sight. The single-

sided thumb safety keeps

things simple and functional.

The beavertail grip safety, ex-

tended lightweight trigger

and flat mainspring housing,

along with a lightweight alu-

minum frame, add to the list

of RO Champion features.

Website: 

www.Springfield-Armory.com

MSRP: $977 

Springfield
Range Oicer
Champion
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Action: Single Action (SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 5 inches

Slide finish: Brushed Stainless

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 16 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Brushed Stainless

Overall length: 8.7 inches

Height: 5.25 inches

Width: 1.28 inches

Sight radius: 6.8 inches

Trigger pull: 4 - 5 lbs.

Magazine capacity: 8

Grip: Black and Silver Laminated

Weight: 38 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: This handgun features a

stainless steel slide and frame with a

match-grade barrel, and front and rear

cocking serrations on the slide, with

Meprolight Tritium three-dot fixed night

sights. It also has a checkered front

strap, Double Diamond laminated

stocks, and a 4- to 5-pound trigger.

Website: www.KimberAmerica.com

MSRP: $1,289

Kimber
Eclipse
Custom II
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Key Considerations You
Must Know Before You Carry

STORY & PHOTOS BY DAVE WORKMAN
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Training is critical. Keep honing

your skills, the author says. A CCORDING TO SOME ESTIMATES, AS

MANY AS 13 MILLION, AND MAYBE

MORE, PRIVATE CITIZENS ARE

LEGALLY LICENSED TO CARRY CONCEALED SIDEARMS

ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.

here are many considerations for the armed citizen, para-

mount among them staying out of trouble with the law, and

staying out of emergency rooms. We’ll try to address these con-

siderations one at a time. Being legally armed carries with it a

great responsibility.

COMPETENT INSTRUCTION

he irst dangerous misconception beginners have is that

they can buy a handgun, learn how to load it, shoot it a few

times, toss it in a bureau drawer or leave it in a box in the

closet, and that’s all you need to know before you start carrying

for personal protection. 

Just sticking it in your pocket, purse or in a cheap holster

when you decide to go armed is the zenith of mind-numbing

stupidity. 

But that will only become evident in the event you ind your-

self caught in the middle of an emergency when your life and the

lives of others may be at stake. A lot of people assume they can

handle themselves just because they saw somebody do it in a

movie or on television.

A newly armed private citizen should seek competent instruc-

tion. In many states, some training is mandatory before you qual-

ify for a permit or license, but we’re talking about the kind of

training one doesn’t get in a basic course. 

A problem one encounters these days is that anybody with

cargo pants, a few guns and a bunch of tattoos might pass

himself off as a firearms instructor. Research whatever train-

ing you decide to take, and the people who offer it. 

For the basics, ind an instructor certiied by the National

Rile Association. Many gun ranges and gun clubs ofer classes

with NRA instructors and these courses are good places to

start. Check them out. Ask questions. 

For advanced training and experience, one should go to the

people who have proven track records such as Massad Ayoob,

Clint Smith, Marty Hayes, the stafs at Gunsite or Front Sight; ex-

perts who will not steer you wrong or spend their time trying to

convince their students that they are not nearly as smart as the in-

structor thinks he is.
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here are various course levels available,

and many people take more than one train-

ing course, sometimes from diferent in-

structors. he idea is not to compare and

criticize but to learn something new and dif-

ferent.

PRACTICE

One must practice what he or she has

learned. If you allow the knowledge you’ve

gained to gather dust, you will have wasted

your money and the instructor’s time. 

Never take for granted the skills you ac-

quire.  Keep them honed, and more impor-

tantly, keep them to yourself. If you want to

keep a record of your training sessions and

experiences, that’s a reasonable strategy, es-

pecially if you attend a variety of training

Don’t simply buy a quality handgun, take it home and allow it to gather dust in a

dresser. (below)  Unless it’s hunting season, strolling around in camo is an attention-

getter, especially if some observant person spots the outline of a gun in the pocket.

Ammunition

Tips
And just a note about ammu-

nition: Use factory ammuni-

tion. There are lots of

“personal defense” type loads

available from all the manu-

facturers. 

Another option is to find

out the brand and type of am-

munition used by the local po-

lice or sherif’s department.

Using handloads, especially

“hot loads,” should be con-

fined to the range or the hunt-

ing fields.
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courses. However, once you are competent

with your sidearm, you needn’t go around

looking for an opportunity to prove it. 

ATTIRE & DEMEANOR

he term is “badass.” Erase it from your

vocabulary. Get it out of your psyche. 

Conidence is a quiet thing. People who

think they are hot stuf with a irearm be-

cause they put their moves on a video and

get a bunch of “likes” just might be deluding

themselves into a disaster. Indeed, don’t let

someone do a video of you shooting and

post it on the Internet.

Trying to act and appear “badass” is re-

markably foolish. If you are ever involved

in a fatal shooting, a video of you “practic-

ing for a gunfight” could be turned against

you in a courtroom. Never advertise the

fact that you are armed and take pains to

not reveal it. 

Decking one’s self out in all tactical cloth-

ing all the time isn’t a fashion statement so

much as it could be interpreted that you’re a

Rambo wannabe. Good for the range, but

not so good for everyday casual wear, a din-

ner party, taking in a movie or shopping for

groceries. hat gear has a purpose, but don’t

let it become a “dead giveaway” uniform,

emphasis on “dead.”

he irst rule of concealed carry is

anonymity. You should endeavor to blend

in, disappear. Nobody in your presence

should know you are armed. If you walk

around looking like an advertisement in a

gun magazine, it’s not going to require a lot

of smarts among others to igure out you

might be carrying a gun.

In most northern states, vests remain a

practical piece of attire, even in the summer

months. I’ve had several, and actually use

them to fool people. My two favorites are a

5.11 vest with hidden panels designed to

prevent a gun from printing, and a Kakadu

DANGEROUS MISCONCEPTIONS

By the Numbers
1 In my home state of Washington, the Department of Licensing has consistently

reported, month-by-month, how the number of concealed pistol licenses has climbed

steadily for more than two years. 

2 In January 2014, the year began with more than 449,500 active CPLs. 

3 By January of 2016, that number had climbed to more than 509,500 CPLs a gain

of 60,000 new licenses, in a state considered to be politically “Blue.”

with hidden compartments on either side where one can carry a

sidearm. I only wish the interior panels in the 5.11 vest went around

the rear, where lots of people like me carry their sidearms. And I

wish the Kakadu had vertical pockets with laps because I’m prone to

spilling stuf. Both of these vests cover my carry gun. 

Overall, of course, these garments are irst rate, made of tough

materials that can take a lot of weather and abuse. he pockets of the

5.11 vest can hold a small lashlight, pocket knife, pens, a reporter’s

notebook; all kinds of stuf that lead the onlooker to believe you

might be a handyman rather than an armed citizen.

If you like “tactical” shirts, wear them with blue jeans or casual

pants out in public. hey’re available in diferent colors, so one needn’t

always look like you’re heading to the gun range. Some people wear

cargo pants virtually all the time. I don’t even own a pair. 

As for demeanor, by now you should know what I’m talking

about, and there’s no reason to dwell on it. Never try to be the center

of attention or conduct yourself like you’re the toughest person in

the room. Say you’re in a place where some homegrown would-be

terrorist decides to turn a social gathering you’re attending into a

slaughterhouse. Or maybe you’re in the wrong bank at the wrong

time and a crew or some dangerous loner comes through the door. 

If you’ve been “made” as an armed person, guess who they’re

going to want to take down irst? Even an amateur with a gun is a

possible threat. At the very least you’re going to lose your gun. Peo-

ple who think some armed buckaroo just might try to play hero are

going to cancel that ticket immediately.

COVER GARMENTS

Another dangerous misconception is that just because you cover

a gun doesn’t mean you are concealing it. I’ve seen people try to con-

ceal handguns under T-shirts that don’t really hide anything with the

slightest bend or turn.
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One of the most important considerations for armed citizens is to

hide the gun, and the person who wears a limsy or revealing gar-

ment that signals they’re carrying a defensive sidearm is uncon-

sciously looking for trouble. To do this deliberately is juvenile and

doing it by accident is careless.

In places where the mere “printing” of a concealed irearm is consid-

ered the same as brandishing, it can get you into trouble with the law. At

the very least, one can be embarrassed.

Aside from the vests mentioned earlier, one must use common sense

when picking a cover garment that will hide your sidearm, not just

cover it up.

Avoid baseball-type jackets with elastic around the bottom. hose

tend to ride up on the beltline and reveal holstered sidearms. hey

get in the way of a draw. 

Learn not to bend over to pick something up, but to lower yourself

by bending the knees and keeping your torso straight. If your sidearm is

a revolver with large grips, replace them with smaller grips.

Make sure the cover garment is long enough to keep your sidearm

concealed even when reaching upwards, say for something on a grocery

or hardware shelf. 

SIZE MATTERS

he gun you carry must be of a size that can be readily concealed.

Very few people can get away with carrying a large revolver or semi-

auto if they are of small or average build. Back in the days when

everyone leaving a theater rushed to the gun shop to purchase a

Model 29 Smith & Wesson .44 Magnum with a 6 ½-inch barrel, a lot

…It’s a Kakadu made from

heavy fabric and it has an in-

teresting surprise. It’s got a

concealed compartment that

holds a sidearm unobtrusively.

of people had to be reminded that they

weren’t “Dirty Harry.” 

With an abundance of compact pistols

and revolvers chambered for .357 Magnum,

9mm, .40 S&W or .45 ACP, it’s possible to

hide a ight-stopping pistol under casual or

business attire. Bigger is not necessarily bet-

ter. 

Indeed, people with a penchant for exhi-

bitionism might foolishly carry a “con-

cealed” handgun that is of such size that it is

impossible to genuinely conceal. heir in-

tent is to be noticed, and it is a dangerous

misconception to think you can get away

with such provocative behavior. 

It’s illegal in many places, and creates

the wrong impression about all armed citi-

zens. Don’t become a poster child for

boorish behavior. 

Another part of the “size matters” issue is

the caliber. here are some people who just

feel the urge to carry around a handgun

chambered for some monster-stopper like

the .480 Ruger or .500 Smith & Wesson. If

you touch of one of those in a crowded

place, you could easily wound several inno-

cent bystanders with a single bullet. Prose-

cutors and juries will have a diicult time

accepting any justiication for using such a

irearm for self-defense in any but a rural or

wilderness setting.

DEADLY REACTION, INTERVENTION

Perhaps the most dangerous misconcep-

tion of all for the armed citizen is that you

will be seen to be “in the right” in the event

of a confrontation. You’re the good guy, or

so you believe. 

A responding police oicer or sherif ’s

deputy won’t know that. Unless you are per-

sonally known to whoever comes through

the door or approaches from behind in a

shopping mall, theater or some other public

venue, you could easily be shot even if

you’ve just saved a bunch of lives. 

DANGEROUS MISCONCEPTIONS
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If someone is charging at you with a

knife, hatchet, machete or some other instru-

ment capable of inlicting life-threatening in-

jury or death, the right to self-defense is well

documented. 

Be careful about intervention. Unless you

are absolutely certain who the good guys and

bad guys are, you could be wading into

quicksand.

SOCIAL MEDIA “EXPERTS”

Over the years we have seen develop some-

thing of a sub-culture of self-appointed “ex-

perts” who show up on various Internet

irearms forums, and it could be a deadly mis-

conception to think these people know any-

thing useful. Frequently these people have

nicknames that suggest they are “badasses”

(see above), and they are full of advice, typi-

cally wrong, but they tend to browbeat others

on the forums that disagree.

In simple terms, these people are Internet

thugs and they’re full of more than just ad-

vice. hey only think they know about the

law. Avoid these people like a bad case of

measles, and take their advice about nothing. 

Don’t hang around with such people be-

cause they could get into trouble, and you

don’t want to be there when it happens. 

If you say or do something on social media,

it’s out there forever, and it’s in the public do-

main. And keep this in mind: If you’re in-

volved in an incident, there is a strong

possibility that somebody will have whipped

out a smart phone and you’re on camera, any-

way.

YOU’RE NOT A COP

hat gun and permit do not give you any

special authority. It is a dangerous miscon-

ception to think otherwise. You cannot pursue

criminal suspects. If someone has broken of

an attack, let him or her go. Your personal

emergency has ended unless the attacker turns

around and comes back. 

(left) One of the worst mistakes an armed citizen makes is wearing a tight garment that

gives away the presence of a sidearm when you bend over. May as well wear a neon sign.

(right) Avoid baseball-type jackets with those elasticized bottoms, especially if wearing

a belt holster. Look how the jacket rides up.

Even if the arrival of police is peaceful, you still might wind up getting

arrested and charged with a crime. It is imperative that the legally armed

citizen understands state self-defense and lethal force statutes. 

It’s not enough that your intentions might be good. he proverbial road

to Hell is paved with them.

Self-control may be the best instinct of all. Knowing how to shoot is only part

of it. Knowing when, and when not, to shoot is critical. Translation: Learn to

walk away. Avoid confrontations. Be extra polite to people. 

You can’t shoot someone for rude behavior, or for simply screaming or mov-

ing aggressively in your direction. Simple insults, malicious mischief, even

minor vandalism is not suicient grounds to resort to deadly force. 

An armed citizen must reasonably conclude that lives are at stake before

drawing or shooting; a genuine threat of grave bodily harm or death. hat’s

pretty simple to ascertain if someone is shooting at you or at a crowd. Remem-

ber the armed Uber driver who shot a gunman in Chicago in 2015? hat man

had opened ired on a group of people only a few feet away from the Uber car.  

“THE TERM IS ‘BADASS.’
ERASE IT FROM YOUR
VOCABULARY. GET IT
OUT OF YOUR PSYCHE.
CONFIDENCE IS A 
QUIET THING.”
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So-called “stand-your-ground”

statutes ofer no protection for any-

one who pursues a criminal suspect.

It is conceivable that the criminal

you’re chasing could shoot you and

claim self-defense.

If you have been involved in a shoot-

ing, your primary concern should be

providing aid to any innocents who

may have been injured in the melee. Be

on the telephone as soon as it is safe,

providing all the information you can

to responding agencies. 

If you can’t do that and maintain

the safety of the scene, have someone

else do it, and have him or her provide

your description to the dispatcher.

hat’s the only way responding oicers

won’t mistake you for the bad guy. 

FINAL THOUGHTS

Many of us have seen various secu-

rity camera videos of shootings involv-

ing armed private citizens. Some of the

people drawing guns in those videos

are incredibly lucky they were up

against obviously stupid criminals who

couldn’t igure out immediately they

were reaching for concealed hand-

guns. 

In a few of those videos, either a

store clerk or some armed bystander

appears to pursue the suspects, per-

haps leaving a wounded bad guy on

the loor. Don’t leave the scene of a

shooting. 

Armed citizens should avoid

places where they might run into

trouble. Of course, if your place of

residence or employment is in such

an area, take necessary precautions

against being victimized. But to go to

such areas when it’s not necessary is

foolish.

Study up on your state’s laws, pay

attention to the news for any stories

about crimes in your area or in the

neighborhood where you work. 

Carry with conidence, and do it

discreetly. CC

Choose your sidearm carefully.

Size does matter! That Walther

PPS 9mm will hide much easier

than a full-sized M1911 pistol.
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{COMPACT REVOLVERS}

Compact Revolvers are Reliable
Backups for Self-Defense
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Charter
Arms
Mag Pug 
Standard
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 2.2 inches

Barrel finish: Stainless

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Stainless

Sights: Front - Fixed

Trigger: Adjustable

Capacity: 5

Grip: Full

Weight: 24 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Mag Pug Standard comes

with rubber grips, an easily concealable

design and a smooth trigger.

Website: www.CharterFirearms.com

MSRP: $349

Charter
Arms Pink
Lady Of
Duty
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .38 Special +P

Barrel length: 2 inches

Barrel finish: Gray and pink

Frame material: Aluminum

Frame finish: Grey and pink

Sights: Front - Fixed

Trigger: Adjustable

Capacity: 5

Grip: Compact

Weight: 12 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Pink Lady features a

bright pink, cast-aluminum frame. It’s

extremely lightweight and operates

very simply. This high-grade cast alu-

minum revolver features a two-tone

finish in gray and pink. This makes the

Pink Lady fun, attractive and much

less likely to be “borrowed.”

Website: www.CharterFirearms.com

MSRP: $425
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{COMPACT REVOLVERS}

Charter
Arms
Bulldog
Blue
Standard
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .44 Special (.44 Smith & Wesson

Special)

Barrel length: 2.5 inches

Barrel finish: Blue

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Blue

Sights: Front - Fixed

Trigger: Adjustable

Capacity: 5

Grip: Full

Weight: 22 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: A bobbed hammer design, a

snag-free receiver design and a serious

defensive caliber make the Bulldog a

standout.

Website: www.CharterFirearms.com

MSRP: $409

Taurus
85SS2FS
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .38 Special +P

Barrel length: 2 inches

Barrel finish: Stainless

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Stainless

Overall length: 6.5 inches

Sights: Front - Hooded

Trigger: Match Grade

Capacity: 5

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 22.5 ounces 

Rail: n/a

Features: The Taurus 85SS2FS fea-

tures a transfer bar and the TSS (Tau-

rus Security System), which provides

the ability to secure your pistol and

make it inoperable at the turn of a key.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $371.21
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Rossi
46202

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 2 inches

Barrel finish: Stainless

Rate of twist: 1 in 16.5 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Stainless

Overall length: 6.5 inches

Sights: Front - Fixed

Capacity: 6

Grip: Rubber Grips

Weight: 26 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Rossi 462 sports low-pro-

file fixed sights, scalloped grips and solid

firepower. All Rossi revolvers feature the

unique Taurus Security System and are

covered by a lifetime repair policy.

Website: www.RossiUSA.com

MSRP: $454.89

Taurus
850B2UL

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

MSRP: $430

Caliber: .38 Special +P

Barrel length: 2 inches

Barrel finish: Blued

Frame material: Alloy

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 6.5 inches

Sights: Front - Hooded

Trigger: Match Grade

Capacity: 5

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 17 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Taurus 850B2UL has a

concealed, no-snag hammer and rub-

ber grips, and is very light.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $431.82



Charter
Arms 
Undercover
Lite Black
STD
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .38 Special +P

Barrel length: 2 inches

Barrel finish: Stainless

Frame material: Aluminum

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 5.8 inches

Sights: Front - Fixed

Trigger: Two Stage

Capacity: 5

Grip: Full

Weight: 12 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: An aluminum frame with

steel is the basis for the Undercover

Lite Black STD, and it also sports a

spur hammer and integral sights.

Tough, aircraft-grade aluminum allows

the Undercover Lite to ofer rugged re-

liability and power, while weighing in

at a mere 12 ounces.

Website: www.CharterFirearms.com

MSRP: $414
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{COMPACT REVOLVERS}

Charter
Arms
Southpaw

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .38 Special +P

Barrel length: 2 inches

Barrel finish: Gray

Frame material: Aluminum

Frame finish: Gray

Sights: Front - Fixed

Trigger: Adjustable

Capacity: 5

Grip: Full

Weight: 12 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Southpaw is a dedi-

cated left-hand model, has an alu-

minum frame for light weight and is

also available in a two-tone pink finish.

Website: www.CharterFirearms.com

MSRP: $419
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Cobra
Shadow
with Laser

Action: Double Action Only (DAO)

Caliber: .38 Smith & Wesson Special

(.38 Special)

Barrel length: 1.88 inches

Barrel finish: Matte Stainless

Frame material: Aluminum

Frame finish: Black

Overall length: 6.37 inches

Sights: Blade

Capacity: 5

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 15 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: The Shadow has a ham-

merless design, integral sights and

comes in a wide range of custom col-

ors. It features a lightweight aluminum

frame with a solid stainless steel cylin-

der and barrel. 

Website: www.CobraPistols.net

MSRP: $425

Smith &
Wesson
60LS 
LadySmith

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 2.13 inches

Barrel finish: Matte stainless

Rate of twist: 1 in 18.75 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Matte Stainless

Overall length: 6.56 inches

Sights: Front - black blade; 

Rear - fixed

Trigger: Two stage

Capacity: 5

Grip: Wood

Weight: 21.5 ounces

Rail: n/a

Features: This LadySmith features

walnut full-finger grips and integral

sights. It fits easily in a purse or dis-

creet holster.

Website: www.Smith-Wesson.com

MSRP: $759 
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THE EXPANSION OF CON-

CEALED CARRY IN THE

USA HAS BEEN A BOON

TO MANUFACTURERS OF CONCEAL-

ABLE HANDGUNS AND ESPECIALLY

TO THOSE THAT PRODUCE COMPACT

POCKET PISTOLS. 

So which are the most popular and

those that should get your attention irst?

We’ll delve into that. But irst, let’s discuss

what I consider the most desirable char-

acteristic for a pocket pistol. 

QUALITIES

First, it should it readily in a pocket,

normally a trousers pocket, though I have

known people who carry a pistol in a

jacket pocket. I do occasionally. It should

be safe in the pocket. his normally

means that there is not a safety that can

work of by rubbing against the side of

the pocket. 

I also do not normally like exposed

hammers that can either snag during the

draw or that can possibly be cocked by ac-

cident in the pocket or during the draw. 

he pistol should be as slim as possible

for ease of carry and to remain less ob-

servable. Controls should also not pro-

trude to catch during the draw or while

carried in the pocket. Caliber should be

suicient to stop an assailant with well-

placed shots and magazine capacity

should be suicient to allow multiple

shots on the target to enhance stopping

power, while still leaving rounds to deal

with another attacker.

Single Action
I have not discussed single action pocket autos. I have

used them as pocket guns, but today prefer double

action hammerless or concealed hammer autos. 
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A Look at the Top Pocket
Pistols, Ammunition 

and Training
BY LEROY THOMPSON     |     PHOTOS COURTESY OF LEROY THOMPSON
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Note that my comments have mostly referred to automatic pistols

rather than revolvers. Some excellent compact .38 special or .357

Magnum revolvers from S&W, Ruger and Taurus work well for

pocket carry, but they are bulkier due to their cylinder width than

many current autos and have a lower cartridge capacity. 

My bottom line is that if you like revolvers, there are good choices,

a couple of which I have and occasionally still do carry, but in this ar-

ticle I want to focus on pocket autos. 

CARRY OPTIONS

One of the primary factors today in choosing a pocket auto is that

currently, a high capacity 9 mm—and in some cases .40 S&W, .357

SIG—pistol may be found that isn’t much larger than pocket pistols

of the past. For example, I oten carry a 9x19 mm HK P2000SK in a

pocket. It is 6.4 inches in overall length and unloaded weighs 24

ounces. 

Compare that to a steel-framed Walther PPK in .380 that is 6.1

inches overall and weighs a little over 24 ounces. Admittedly, those

The author’s wife likes her pocket pistols to be “pretty” so she uses a Kel-Tec P-32 at left and a Kahr CW 380 at right. 

are unloaded weights, so the P2000SK

loaded with 10+1 rounds of 9x19 mm

weighs quire a bit more than a PPK loaded

with 6+1 founds of a 9x17 mm (.380 ACP). 

Still, I have carried a PPK and a P2000SK

in the same trousers pocket at diferent

times and was always glad for the extra mag

capacity and extra power of the P2000SK.

But, I have purposely chosen trousers with

pockets large enough and sturdy enough to

carry the heavier gun and have used a good

pocket holster. 

Pistols chambered for powerful car-

tridges and with relatively high capacity

are available from other manufacturers.

For example, the Glock M26 or M27 will

fit in a pocket, yet offer real fighting capa-

bility. The slim-line Glock 43 fits in a



pocket even better. Note that a pocket hol-

ster that covers the trigger is an absolute

necessity for carrying a Glock in the

pocket.

S&W ofers their Shield model. With a

seven-round magazine, it its a pocket read-

ily. here are other compact 9x19 mm or .40

S&W models available as well. One pocket

9x19 mm pistol, which has unfortunately

ceased production, is the Rohrbaugh R9 pis-

tol. hough it it in a pocket well, the R9 did

require care in ammunition choice and re-

placement of springs ater a certain number

of rounds. he company has been sold to

Remington, which based the design of their

.380 pistol on the R9.

Most who want a pocket pistol will prob-

ably want something smaller. here are still

quite a few options that chamber the 9x19

mm cartridge. I carry a Kahr PM9 a lot of

the time. Only 5.4 inches overall and 15.9

ounces unloaded, this pistol easily its most

Ammo choice is impor-

tant for safe, reliable

operation of many

pocket pistols. For his

Seecamps, the author

chooses Federal 90-

grain Hydra-Shok for

the .380 and Gold Dot

60-grain for the .32.

TOP CHOICES

trousers pockets. I use one of the black models with night sights. he

sights are much better than on many pocket pistols, and I normally

practice to 25 yards with mine, sometimes to 50 yards. 

PM9s are known to shoot well among law enforcement personnel

who carry them as backup guns. I’ve had friends who qualiied with

their PM9s shooting a perfect or near perfect score. he PM9’s maga-

zine capacity with the lat magazine I use for pocket carry is only 6+1

rounds, but that is of 9x19mm caliber. When only carrying the PM9,

I usually carry a spare magazine in another pocket as well. 

OTHER CHOICES

Among the other very compact 9x19 mm pistols, I like the

Ruger LC9. The LC9 has the features that one expects from a

Ruger. It is well made, reliable, and reasonably priced. Only 6

inches overall and 17.2 ounces in weight, it holds 7+1 rounds. An

extended 9-round magazine is available to carry as a spare, giving

17 rounds with the loaded pistol. Based on my shooting the LC9,

the trigger pull is consistent and quick and the sights are usable for

a pocket pistol. I would have no compunctions about carrying an

LC9. 

Another high quality, yet inexpensive, 9x19 mm pocket pistol

worthy of note is the Kel-Tec P11. Only 14 ounces and 5.6 inches
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overall, it still carries 10+1 rounds of 9x19

mm, or there’s the PF-9, which is 5.85

inches overall, weight 12.7 ounces and car-

ries 7+1 rounds. I would note that with

Kel-Tec or any other pistol intended for

pocket carry I would recommend getting

the flat baseplate magazines rather than

finger rest ones, as the latter have a ten-

dency to catch on the pocket. 

I like SIG Sauer pistols, and I have ever

since I irst ired the P210 more than 40

years ago. Even earlier than that I consid-

ered the Sauer M38H, the best DA pocket

pistol of World War II. It should be no sur-

prise, then, that I rate the P290RS highly. At

5.5 inches overall, 20.5 ounces, and 6+1

rounds of 9x19 mm, it is compact, powerful,

and it’s a SIG! he same basic pistol is avail-

able as a .380 also. 

AMMO CONSIDERATIONS

One important point to consider about

the very compact 9x19 mm pistols is that

manufacturers may recommend certain

ammo choices for these pistols, and these

recommendations should be followed.

Although I personally prefer pocket pis-

tols chambered for the 9x19 mm round,

many like the .380 cartridge and its smaller

handguns. My wife, for example, sometimes

carries a Kahr CW380. She’s small, about 5

feet tall, and the Kahr its her hands and her

pockets. At 10.2 ounces unloaded and just

under 5 inches in overall length, it’s a light-

weight pistol but carries 6+1 rounds of a

marginally efective self-defense cartridge.

Hers has the purple frame, but I’ve found

that the colored pocket pistols actually have

another point in their favor. Should some-

one catch a glimpse of purple in her pocket,

it doesn’t scream, “Gun!”

Of the other common .380 pocket pistols,

I have some experience with the Kel-Tec,

which is very compact at 5.2 inches overall

Kel-Tec P-32 and a magazine

full of 65-grain Federal

Hydra-Shok ammo. 

The Kahr PM9 ofers

less size as well as

two more rounds

than the S&W 638

Bodyguard shown

below.
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and 11.1 ounces loaded. It is deservedly one

of the most popular concealed carry pistols

in the USA. My wife carries the Kel-Tec P-

32, which is slightly smaller at 5.1 inches

overall and 9.4 ounces fully loaded with 7+1

rounds. Once again, she likes it with the

nickeled slide and white grips, but she shoots

it well, and I’ve taught her to shoot 3-round

zippers (lower chest, upper chest, head) to

maximize the efect of the .32-bullet. She

normally uses Federal Personal Defense 65-

grain Hydra-Shok, but she has also used

Winchester Silver Tip 60-grain and Speer

Gold Dot. 

DEEP CONCEALMENT

Occasionally, a really deep concealment

pistol is preferable. This requires the mod-

ern but more powerful equivalent of the

Vest Pocket Pistol discussed earlier. Today,

however, it is possible to get a really small

.32 ACP or .380 auto pistol. The best of

these pistols in my opinion is the Seecamp. 

When Larry Seecamp introduced the

LWS-32, I did one of the very irst reviews. I

gave it a strong recommendation, and years

of using the little pistols has not changed my

mind. At only 4.25 inches in overall length,

the .32 ACP and .380 ACP versions of the

Seecamp really will it in a vest pocket. I’ve

carried my LWS-32 there or a lapel pocket

multiple times. With a loaded magazine, the

.32 version weighs 13.25 ounces and the .380

version weighs 13.65 ounces. 

he Seecamp is a DA only pistol without

sights. I have found that with practice I can

readily score center of mass hits at 10 to 15

yards using the pistol. I have put a white

strip of paint on the front of the slide in the

past as an aid to aiming, but this is not nec-

essary. L.W. Seecamp Company ofers rec-

ommendations of ammo for both calibers.

hese recommendations include some of the

most efective choices in both calibers, in-

TOP CHOICES

cluding Winchester Silver Tips and Federal Hydra-Shok, the two

loads I have normally used. 

TRAINING FACTORS

Choosing the right pocket pistol, a good pocket holster, proper

ammunition, and clothing that conceals the pistol while still allowing

fast and safe access are all important, but it is also important to train

with the pistol. 

I’ve seen too many friends who carry a pocket gun put a couple of

boxes of ammo through it when they get it, then just stick it in the

pocket every day, maybe to take it out once a year to shoot it. I make it

a point to shoot out the ammo carried in the pocket pistols I use every

four to six months, plus another 50 rounds or so, then load the maga-

zine or magazines with fresh ammo. 

Because the use of the pocket pistol will likely be ater the draw

from the pocket, some training should take place bringing it into ac-

tion from the pocket. If a .32 or .380—or even a pocket .22 pistol—is

In addition to small size and a serious caliber

in the 9x19mm, the Kahr PM9 ofers good

sights, which allow engagement at distances

of 25 yards or greater efectively.
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carried, then training should include putting

multiple rounds quickly into the target.

I would also recommend some practice

with a friend on punch-and-draw or shove-

away-and-draw techniques to grain room to

bring the pistol into action—obviously, not

with a loaded pistol.

It might also be a good idea to practice

moving to the side while engaging the target,

as many armed assailants will not have trained

to engage moving targets.

ALL THE TIME

he greatest advantage of the pocket pistol

is that it can be with you all of the time. An ex-

cellent custom built 1911 that will shoot 2-inch

groups at 25 yards is great if it’s on your hip but

not if it’s home in the safe or a drawer.

I would recommend that you choose the

most powerful pocket pistol that you can read-

ily conceal in your daily attire. If it’s a .32 auto,

that’s certainly better than being unarmed.

We are fortunate today to have a wide array

of pocket pistols from which to choose. If you

can legally be armed, attire is not an excuse not

to be. CC

TOP CHOICES

Brief History
Pocket handguns have been around since the 19th century or earlier, though in

earlier times, the derringer was the most common pocket weapon. By the late

19th century, compact revolvers, aided by the larger pockets of men’s coats had

become popular. It wasn’t until the early 20th century that pocket auto pistols

became popular, with the Colt Model 1903 Pocket Model in .32 ACP being popular

in the USA and its counterpart the FN M1910 in Europe, though the earlier FN

M1900 had achieved substantial use as well. 

The FN M1910 was also chambered in .380-caliber, as was the M1908 Colt,

which looked much like the M1903 .32. These early pocket pistols had steel frames

and were relatively heavy for their power, but for the time they were easily con-

cealable. Even more concealable were what the Germans designated the Westen-

taschen Pistole (Vest Pocket Pistol). These were the .25 ACP pistols such as the FN

1906 and Colt 1908, which were virtually identical except for markings. Designed

to tuck into a gentleman’s vest pocket or ladies purse, these pistols were popular

in Europe in the days when there were few laws about carrying weapons for self-

defense. At the time in Europe there were at least a few manufacturers that real-

ized what US manufacturers have realized: a pistol the size of a .25 but

chambered for the .32 ACP or .380 round is highly desirable for a concealable pro-

tection pistol. Frommer, Mann, and Bayard, especially, produced such pistols. 

Pocket pistols in the U.S. prior to World War II remained relatively large,

though Remington’s Model 51 was very slim, which made it popular for carry in

the hip pocket. Gen. George Patton was a big fan of the Model 51 and often carried

one concealed.

“ … CHOOSE THE
MOST POWERFUL
POCKET PISTOL
THAT YOU CAN
READILY CON-
CEAL IN YOUR
DAILY ATTIRE.”

Two solid options for con-

cealed carry are the Kahr

PM9 at the top and the

Kahr P380 at the bottom.



The Colt M1903 pocket pistol

was popular in the USA during

the first half of the 20th Century.
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ALTERNATIVE
CARRY Key Tips To Make

Pocket Carry Effective
BY LEROY THOMPSON     |     PHOTOS COURTESY OF LEROY THOMPSON
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LIKE MANY READING THIS AR-

TICLE, I WOULD PREFER TO

HAVE MY WILSON LIGHT-

WEIGHT TACTICAL, BROWNING HIGH-

POWER OR S&W 4563 ON MY HIP IF I HAD TO

FACE DANGER. UNFORTUNATELY, IT IS NOT

ALWAYS CONVENIENT TO CARRY A FULL

SIZE FIGHTING HANDGUN ALL OF THE TIME.     

Let me note here that many writers who advo-

cate always carrying their 1911 or other good-

sized pistol don’t live in urban areas. I do. I live in

St. Louis.   

Although Missouri is an open carry state if

you have a CCL, I don’t want my weapon show-

ing, for reasons both social—so I don’t have to

answer questions—and tactical—the irst time I

want a possible attacker to know I’m armed is

when I draw my weapon ready to engage.

(above) Hammerless revolvers such as the S&W Model 42 at left or Model 40 at

right lend themselves well to pocket carry. (below) CCW Breakaway trousers and

jeans are designed to conceal a good-sized handgun and allow quick access.

“The great advantage of
pocket carry is that it adapts

to virtually any lifestyle.”

Although pistols or revolvers with hammers are normally less desirable for pocket carry, with a holster that

covers or shields the hammer, as with this Mitch Rosen Pocket Softy, hammer guns may be carried.
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BELT CARRY

here are alternatives to belt carrying that

may appeal at times. 

I used shoulder holsters a lot in the day. I some-

times worked on security details where I carried

two guns, usually a pair of Browning High-Powers;

one was in a shoulder rig, with two spare maga-

zines under the opposite arm.  I have occasionally

used ankle holsters, but I ind them uncomfortable

so don’t very oten. I don’t like to carry of of my

person so have only rarely used a briefcase or other

method of carrying my handgun. I did use a towel

one time when protecting a Fiat executive and fam-

ily on a nude beach!   

Some women like to carry their weapons in

their purse. I don’t consider this a good system, as

the purse can be snatched. But Galco ofers some

purses with fast access pockets that work well. 

Mostly, though, if I don’t carry on my belt, I

carry in a pocket. In the day, I usually carried ei-

ther a Walther PPK or S&W Model .38 Body-

guard as a pocket gun—the former overseas or in

the USA, the latter only in the USA. Over the last

decade or more, though, a lot more really viable

pocket handguns have become available. I attrib-

ute this partially to the growing number of those

with concealed carry licenses and also to current

irearms tech. Based on thousands of hours of

carrying one or more pocket guns, I’ll ofer some

opinions and suggestions. 

GETTING SET UP

If you plan to carry your pistol or revolver in a

trousers pocket, then you need to give some

thought to purchasing pants that lend themselves

to carrying your pistol. he pockets need to be

deep enough to conceal the weapon and wide

enough at the top to allow it to be readily drawn.

hey also need to be sturdy enough to carry the

weapon without tearing or sagging too much.      

When I worked out of London in the 1970s, I

had a tailor that would cut my suits to it over a

hip and shoulder rig, with gun guards in the lin-

ings where the pistols would rub, and also with

reinforced pockets to allow carry of a pocket gun.     

These Don Hume pocket holsters carry powerful pocket guns well; the hook at the

bottom of the holster helps keep it in the pocket during the draw. 

Holster Options

GALCO

www.galcogunleather.com/

DON HUME

www.donhume.com

AKER LEATHER

www.akerleather.com/

MITCH ROSEN

www.mitchrosen.com/

Options 
for Pants
CCW BREAKAWAYS

www.ccwbreakaways.com/   

BLACKIE COLLINS

www.blackiecollins.com/

“A POCKET HOLSTER
SHOULD COVER THE
TRIGGER SO THAT IT
CANNOT BE ACCESSED
UNTIL … DRAWN.”



Some jeans or pants designed for concealed carry incorporate a zip pocket for a

spare magazine.
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Later, here in St. Louis, I found a tailor at Jos.

A. Banks who tailored suits for some local FBI

agents and detectives and was amenable to work-

ing around my guns. He was really good at doing

pockets for the Kahr PM9 I started carrying as a

second—sometimes irst—gun when it came out.

here are various casual trousers made today

speciically for those who carry pocket guns. I’ll

mention two as examples.     

CCW Breakaways ofers khakis, cargo pants,

and jeans, all of which are designed with deep,

sturdy pockets that “breakaway” to allow a rapid

presentation of the handgun.

I also use Blackie Collins’ Toters Jeans. Pockets

are lined with Cordura Plus and ofer an array of

options for carrying one or more handguns and/or

knives.  In fact, there are pockets on both sides of

the Toters that will take a knife, ASP baton, or pep-

per spray. On my support (let) side in the Toters, I

oten carry a backup pocket gun as well as a knife,

as the knife pocket does not impede the draw of the

pistol, but allows fast access for an “edge” in

weapons retention. I did ind when I started wear-

ing the Toters that I had to try diferent handguns

to discover which worked best in these speciic

jeans. 

I strongly advise that anyone carrying in a

pocket use a pocket holster; it protects the gun

and the pocket.  Standard wisdom is not to carry

keys or coins in the same pocket as the pocket

gun.  I normally agree, but sometimes I carry two

pocket guns and may need to it keys in the

pocket with one of them.  A key case will nor-

mally keep them from getting tangled.       

A pocket holster should cover the trigger so

that it cannot be accessed until the handgun is

drawn. It should also be well designed to it easily

into the pocket and it the contour of the leg. Yet,

it should position the handgun for the draw.    

I like holsters that are designed to reliably stay

in the picket as the gun is drawn. hose made

with a leather “hook” at the bottom, such as those

from Don Hume, stay put well. 

Another feature I like is a shield that breaks

up the outline of the pistol or revolver against the

pocket. Aker Leather does this well.

Sometimes when I’m carrying a pocket pistol as a primary weapon, I like

the option of having a reload available. Some holster makers who do pocket

holsters will also do a pocket magazine pouch. I have also cut the belt loops

of regular mag pouches a couple of times and used them. Some “carry pants”

have a zip pocket that is designed to carry a spare mag.    

I’ll digress here for a minute to talk about an interesting jacket I have

with a built-in carry pocket. When I was in Russia a few years ago, I made

friends with some ex-spetsnaz and paratroopers who were doing close pro-

tection work. One of them was formerly a member of the Naval Infantry, the

Russian equivalent of the USMC.    

Awhile ater I came home he sent me a git of a Naval Infantry camo

jacket that has a built-in holster for a Makarov pistol. It was a perfect way to

be armed when ashore in some questionable places while not appearing

threatening. I’ve seen jackets here that also have gun pockets. However, I still

prefer side pocket holsters because indoors it may become hot enough that

the jacket needs to come of. 

THE GUN

he right clothing and the right pocket holster are important, as is choos-

ing the right gun. Normally, I favor a hammerless or concealed hammer re-

volver or pistol for concealed carry. his eliminates the chance of the

hammer snagging or being cocked by catching on the lining of the pocket.     

As I mentioned earlier, I spent a lot of years carrying a PPK in a pocket

and never had a problem, but I was careful to always get a good holster that
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protected the hammer. I have also found that

Mitch Rosen makes the Pocket Soty, a pocket

holster for S&W J-frame revolvers that shields

the hammer. I use it for my S&W 360PD .357

Magnum. his lightweight powerhouse has

tremendous recoil, which I ind is magniied with

the heavy DA only trigger of hammerless S&W

.357 Magnums.  

Among revolvers I always liked the S&W

Bodyguard or Centennial Models, especially the

Model .38 or .638 and .42 or .442/.642.  Ruger’s

LCR also works well.  I still sometimes carry an

older Colt Agent with the short grip with a ham-

mer shroud.     

A friend advised me that he had found this

revolver actually carries better in a pocket with a

proper holster than a J-frame S&W and he is

right. he shorter grip makes it carry well, and it

is a 6-shot versus a 5-shot.  

Although I still occasionally carry a revolver,

mostly these days my pocket guns are autos. I

usually choose 9x19mm guns because ammo is

cheaper, and I can practice more: practice is im-

portant with the smaller guns.    

My two primary pocket carry pistols are an HK

P2000SK and a Kahr PM9. he P2000SK gives me

10+1 rounds and is equipped with night sights. Its

LEM trigger is smooth and allows me to shoot well.

I shoot it enough at 25 yards and occasionally at 35

and 50 yards that I am conident with it at any

likely engagement distance.   

My gun shoots to point of aim with Cor-Bon’s

125-grain JHP so that is its load. I don’t always

carry a spare magazine with this pistol, but I do if

it seems advisable. Sometimes, instead, I carry a

second pocket gun.  

he PM9 is my choice if my clothing dictates

a smaller gun.  I use the short magazine so that

gives me 6+1 rounds.  I normally carry a spare

standard—not extended grip magazine—with the

PM9. At times, I carry the PM9 as a backup to

the P2000SK. If that is the case, it is in my let

pocket. As a result, when I practice with the

PM9, I do more let-handed shooting than with

the P2000SK, though I shoot at least one mag

“I STRONGLY
ADVISE THAT
ANYONE
CARRYING 
IN A POCKET
USE A
POCKET 
HOLSTER …”

ALTERNATIVE CARRY

Sometimes the pocket gun is carried as a backup to a belt gun. In that case, if a larger

and smaller version of the same gun are carried—as with the HK P2000 and

P2000SK shown—spare mags for the larger gun will usually also fit the smaller gun. 
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let-handed through it any time I train with it.   

I have found the PM9 extremely accurate with Federal 9BP ammo.

hat seems to be the feeling among those I know who use it. I have two

friends on the St. Louis PD who purchased PM9s when they were author-

ized. Both qualify either perfect or very close to perfect with it. One nor-

mally beats most of the other oicers qualifying with the Beretta 92

service pistols.  Both my P2000SK and PM9 have good sights that allow

accurate shooting but are not likely to snag. I have night sights on both of

these guns because I can acquire them faster in low light. 

Thompson often likes to carry spare ammo for the pocket gun if it does not have large capacity. Shown is a S&W 638 in a Thad Rybka left pocket holster

incorporating slots for two spare rounds and an Aker pocket holster for the Kahr PM9 and a spare magazine in a Thad Rybka pocket mag pouch.

Pocket Musts

1 Depth

For concealment, the pockets need to be deep.   

2
Width

To draw the gun quickly, they have to be wide enough.

3
Strength

To prevent sagging or tearing, they need to be sturdy.

Did You
Know?
Pocket carry also ofers good retention, as it is harder

to snatch from a pocket than from many holsters. 
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hough I rarely carry it these days, I do still occasionally

carry my Seecamp LWS32. Normally, it would only be my

choice in light clothing or to tuck into a shirt or jacket

pocket.  

I’ll also make a quick comment on magazine inter-

changeability. Normally, I don’t worry about that, but I have

occasionally carried my HK P2000 in a belt holster and my

P2000SK in a support side pocket holster. As long as I carry

spare full-sized P2000 mags, they work in either pistol. his

same could be said of carrying a Glock 17 or 19 on the belt

and a Glock 26 in a support side pocket. Most deinitely

when carrying a Glock in a pocket, the holster must fully

cover the trigger.    

Ask big city cops issued Glocks about female oicers who

carry their Glocks in purses or male oicers who carry theirs

tucked into pants without a holster. Or better, ask the EMTs

who respond to the NDs!

With pocket guns, lighter is better, so alloy or polymer

frames normally make the best choices.

Note that I carry 9x19 pocket guns because ammo is cheaper

and high performance ammo is available in this caliber. Similar

pistols are available in .357 SIG, .40 S&W, and .45 ACP for those

who want those calibers. 

POCKET ADVANTAGE

Pocket guns require some practice to bring into action

quickly. I would recommend lots of practice presenting the

weapon from the pocket with it unloaded. I would also rec-

ommend careful live ire practice on the range. As always,

and especially, when drawing a pocket gun: Keep the inger

of the trigger until on target. 

I, like many Americans, stick my hands in my pockets a

lot. Fortunately, that does not attract attention, and it lets me

pre-position my hand on the pistol’s grip for a draw.      

Pocket carry also ofers good retention because it is harder

to snatch from a pocket than many holsters. However, with

your hand in the pocket, if an attacker grabs that hand and

forces it down, the draw is greatly impeded. hat’s why I carry

a quick-opening knife available to my support hand to allow a

quick cut across an attacker’s hand or forearm.   

Speaking of the support side, one real disadvantage of

the pocket carry is that it is almost impossible to draw the

gun from the pocket with the opposite hand, unless the

CCW Breakaway pants are used. 

Lifestyle and the attire required by it determines how

most of use carry our handguns. he great advantage of

pocket carry is that it adapts to virtually any lifestyle. CC

The author often carries some combination of the three pocket pistols

shown: from left to right—Seecamp LWS-32 in a Rybka pocket holster,

Kahr PM9 in an Aker pocket holster, and HK P2000SK in a Don Hume

pocket holster.

Guns without hammers or with shrouded hammers are preferable for

pocket carry: left to right: hammerless Kahr PM9, protected hammer

P2000SK, and shrouded hammer S&W 638.

Although Thompson likes the power of the S&W 360PD .357 Mag-

num, it only holds 5 rounds and has an exposed hammer.

ALTERNATIVE CARRY



www.lesbaer.com

See our entire line of 
high performance custom rifles and pistols at…

That's why discriminating shooters whose jobs, professional success or personal safety depend on super accurate, super
dependable firearms are willing to stake their lives and their livelihoods on Les Baer Custom 1911 pistols. 
From cops, tactical operators and military special ops guys to firearms trainers and serious competitors, they know that Les Baer
1911s have been delivering superior performance and unquestioned reliability for more than a quarter-century. More than thirty
custom 1911 models are available, all combining traditional 1911 toughness with Les Baer's trademark craftsmanship and 
attention to detail.

Models include:

www.lesbaer.com
Office Hours: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Central Time

Les Baer 1911 
Premier II©

The flagship of our entire
1911 line.

Les Baer 1911 
Boss .45

Built for high performance
and lots of muscle

Les Baer 1911 
Ultimate Master
Available in 5" or 6"

New! Les Baer 
.38 Super Stinger
Compact size, high 

performance caliber

Performance. It’s Everything.

1804 Iowa Drive • LeClaire, Iowa 52753
Ph: 563-289-2126 • Fx: 563-289-2132

Email: info@lesbaer.com

GT Monolith Stinger
Combines the best features of our compact Stinger with the
solid heft of our unique Monolith. 
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Less Concealable But Better to Handle Full-Power Loads

{MEDIUM REVOLVERS}



Charter Arms Bulldog
44 Special DAO
Action: Double Action Only (DAo)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .44 Special (.44 Smith & Wesson

Special)

Barrel length: 2.5 inches

Barrel finish: Stainless

Barrel type: Round

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Stainless

Sights: Front - Fixed; Rear - Adjustable

Trigger: Two Stage Adjustable

Capacity: 5

Grip: Full

Weight: 22 ounces

Features: This stainless steel edition of

the .44 Bulldog is double action only and

it eliminates the hammer spur for addi-

tional concealability.

Website: www.CharterFirearms.com

MSRP: $510 
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Rossi R971
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Blued

Barrel type: Round

Rate of twist: 1 in 16.5 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 8.5 inches

Sights: Front - Fixed; Rear - Adjustable

Capacity: 6

Grip: Rubber Grips

Weight: 32 ounces

Features: The R971 features adjustable

sights, molded grips and a great sight ra-

dius. All Rossi revolvers feature the unique

Taurus Security System and are covered

by their lifetime repair policy.

Website: www.RossiUSA.com

MSRP: $454.89P
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Charter Arms
Target Bulldog
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .44 Special (.44 Smith & Wesson

Special)

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Stainless

Barrel type: Round

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Stainless

Sights: Front - Fixed; Rear - Adjustable

Trigger: Two Stage Adjustable

Capacity: 5

Grip: Full

Weight: 23 ounces

Features: The 4-inch barrel, stainless-

steel target model is fitted with ad-

justable sights and a longer barrel for

higher velocities. The Target Bulldog

comes standard with traditional spurred

hammer, pancake style grips and ad-

justable rear sight.

Website: www.charterfirearms.com

MSRP: $475 
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Rossi 98104
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .22 Long Rifle

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Blued

Barrel type: Round

Frame material: Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 8.5 inches

Sights: Adjustable

Capacity: 8

Grip: Rubber Grips

Weight: 32 ounces

Features: This model has a ventilated

rib atop the barrel, adjustable sights

and supremely comfortable grips.

Website: www.RossiUSA.com

MSRP: $407.57



Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Blued

Barrel type: Round

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 10.5 inches

Sights: Front - Hooded

Trigger: Match Grade

Capacity: 6

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 38 ounces

Features: Comfortable rubber grips,

fixed sights and a custom SA/DA trig-

ger make up this Taurus revolver.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $488
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Taurus 66SS4
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Matte Stainless

Barrel type: Round

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Matte Stainless

Overall length: 10.5 inches

Sights: Front - Hooded

Trigger: Match Grade

Capacity: 7

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 38 ounces

Features: The 66SS4 also features

comfortable rubber grips, fixed sights,

and a custom SA/DA trigger.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $590.74

Taurus 65B4



Taurus 82B4
Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .38 Special +P

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Blued

Barrel type: Round

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 9.25 inches

Sights: Front - Hooded

Trigger: Match Grade

Capacity: 6

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 36.5 ounces

Features: The 82B4 is a blued steel

.38 Special revolver with a 4-inch bar-

rel. It’s +P rated.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $471.67
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Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .45 Colt, 410 Shotshell 

Chambering

Barrel length: 2 inches

Barrel finish: Blued

Barrel type: Round

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Blue

Overall length: 7.65 inches

Sights: Fixed w/fiber optic (red)

Trigger: Smooth

Capacity: 5

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 27 ounces

Features: Rubber grips, extended

ejector rod and fiber optic front sight

are all featured in model 4510PLYFS.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $514.17

Taurus
4510PLYFS



Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Blued or Satin Stainless

Barrel type: Round

Grooves: 5

Rate of twist: 1 in 18.75 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Overall length: 9.5 inches

Capacity: 6

Grip: Rubber/Rosewood Insert-

Standard

Weight: 41 ounces

Features: The GP100 features ad-

justable sights, a palm swell grip and

an extra shot by virtue of unique

chambering. Revolvers chambered for

the .357 Magnum cartridge also ac-

cept all factory .38 Special cartridges. 

Website: www.Ruger.com

MSRP: $759

Ruger GP100
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Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 3 inches

Barrel finish: Satin Stainless

Barrel type: Round

Rate of twist: 1 in 18.75 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Overall length: 8.18 inches

Sights: Front - Red Ramp; 

Rear - Adjustable White Outline

Trigger: Two Stage

Capacity: 7

Grip: Synthetic

Weight: 36.8 ounces

Features: This model has a 3-inch

barrel and a capacity of seven rounds

of .357 Magnum or .38 Special +P

power.

Website: www.Smith-Wesson.com

MSRP: $849

Smith & Wesson
686 Plus



Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Blued

Barrel type: Round

Rate of twist: 1 in 18.75 inches

Frame material: Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 9.25 inches

Sights: Front - Red Ramp; 

Rear - Adjustable White Outline

Trigger: Adjustable

Trigger pull: 4.25 - 8 lbs.

Capacity: 6

Grip: Wood

Weight: 40.9 ounces

Features: The 586 has a red ramp front

sight, a comfortable original style wood

grip with the S&W medallions and fantas-

tic accuracy potential. Comes with a .312

smooth trigger and a .375 hammer.

Website: www.Smith-Wesson.com

MSRP: $839

Smith &
Wesson 586

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .38 Special +P

Barrel length: 3 inches

Barrel finish: Matte Black

Barrel type: Round

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 18.75 inches

Frame material: Aluminum

Frame finish: Matte Black

Overall length: 7.5 inches

Height: 5.8 inches

Sights: Front - Replaceable, Pinned Ramp;

Rear - Adjustable Black Blade

Trigger: Two-stage adjustable

Capacity: 5

Grip: Hogue Tamer Monogrip

Weight: 13.5 ounces

Features: The patent-pending polymer

fire-control housing holds all the fire con-

trol components in their proper dimen-

sional relationships, reduces weight

significantly and helps reduce recoil. Grip

peg allows a variety of grip styles to be in-

stalled, leaving ample room for recoil cush-

ioning. Features an external hammer that

allows it to be fired in single-action mode. 

Website: www.Ruger.com

MSRP: $545

Ruger LCRx

102 CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS

{MEDIUM REVOLVERS}



CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS 103

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Satin Stainless

Barrel type: Round

Rate of twist: 1 in 18.75 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Satin Stainless

Overall length: 9.56 inches

Sights: Front - Red Ramp; 

Rear - Adjustable White Outline

Trigger: Two Stage

Capacity: 6

Grip: Synthetic

Weight: 40 ounces

Features: A 4-inch barrel and stain-

less steel construction make up this a

great L-Frame revolver designed for

heavy use.

Website: www.Smith-Wesson.com

MSRP: $829

Smith & Wesson 686

Chiappa
Rhino
40DS

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Italy

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Chrome

Barrel type: Octagonal

Grooves: 6

Rate of twist: 1 in 18.75 inches

Frame material: Aluminum

Frame finish: Chrome

Overall length: 8.5 inches

Sights: Fixed

Capacity: 6

Grip: Wood

Weight: 24.69 ounces

Features: The 40DS fires from the

bottom cylinder to lower the bore axis

for better recoil management. It has a

concealed hammer.

Website: www.ChiappaFirearms.com

MSRP: $775
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For Its Trust
& Reliability,
the Smith 
and Wesson 
J Frame Is 
a Mainstay 
for Armed
Citizens

STORY & PHOTOS BY DAVE WORKMAN



CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS 105

RELIABILITY AND PERFORMANCE

ARE TWO OF THE MOST IMPOR-

TANT QUALITIES ONE REQUIRES IN

A DEFENSIVE HANDGUN, AND

WHILE THE “NEW” GENERATION SEEMS ENAMORED WITH

THE LATEST SEMI-AUTO WHIZ-BANG, THERE IS A GOOD

ARGUMENT THAT A REVOLVER MORE THAN 65 YEARS ON

THE LANDSCAPE IS THE SIDEARM THAT GETS THE JOB

DONE FOR A LOT OF PEOPLE.

he J-frame Smith & Wesson; ah, what a history this little

ive-shot revolver enjoys. 

MY EXPERIENCE

Chambered in .38 Special, this model has been produced in

so many variations that it is impossible for them all to be listed

here. I bought my irst J-frame, a square-butt 2-inch revolver

that had seen some use, when I was in my early 20s and I was

working as editor at a small-town weekly newspaper. It had the

old diamond checkered grips, a inish that had seen better days,

but it shot pretty good out to 25 yards.

I carried it in an ankle holster inside a cowboy boot, loaded

with 125-grain Remington hollowpoints. here were a couple

of occasions when that gun came in handy. 

Like just about every other serious handgunner, I had more

than one holster for that little wheelgun. I also had an upside

down Safariland shoulder holster and a used high-ride belt hol-

ster I bought from a game warden. And I slapped on a pair of

factory oversize grips at one point to give me a little better con-

trol of the recoil.

he J-frame has been made in both exposed hammer and

hammerless conigurations. he compromise model was

dubbed the Bodyguard, with an oversize frame and shrouded

hammer that could be thumbed back for single-action use. 

My current J-frame is a special Model 442 hammerless that

commemorated the 2008 Supreme Court ruling in District of

Columbia v. Heller, the case that airmed the Second Amend-

ment protects an individual civil right. It’s a working gun, not a

show gun, and it occasionally rides in a pocket when I can’t

take something bigger. It’s not for sale, as it was a git, but I ac-

tually prefer a revolver with an exposed hammer, all things

being equal. 

P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 T

E
R

R
IL

L
 H

O
F

F
M

A
N



106 CONCEALED CARRY HANDGUNS

EASY TO OPERATE

Let’s face it: a lot of people simply aren’t that deep into handguns,

but they want one for personal and home safety. I strongly recom-

mend revolvers for such folks because they are simple to operate.

Anybody can learn to use a J-frame S&W revolver and because of

their modern design with rebounding hammers, they are safe, and

that is a top priority, especially for novice shooters.

All one needs is a supply of loose ammunition and this baby rocks.

Five rounds of .38 Special JHPs are going to ruin somebody’s day, and

now that there are J-frame models chambered for the more potent

The famous J-frame Smith &

Wesson comes in all kinds of pre-

sentations, but whether with an

exposed hammer or hammerless

like this Model 642 in stainless

steel with an aluminum frame,

it’s a reliable revolver that deliv-

ers a punch.

Some J-frames like this pair are chambered for the .357 Magnum. They pack a wal-

lop at both ends, especially the lightweight blued model on the left.

.357 Magnum, this little wheelgun packs a

wallop.

Over the years there have also been

models chambered for .32 Magnum, .22

Long Rile and .22 Magnum, but for my

money, those in .38 Special and .357 Mag-

num are the best choices. Both cartridges

have proven records for self-defense.

I know two guys who carry stainless J-

frame revolvers in pocket holsters every

day. I also know some police oicers who

carry them as back-up guns in hidden hol-

sters. And more than once I’ve encountered

people on trail with a J-frame as protection

against backcountry predators, whether

they have four legs or only two.

here are Airweights with aluminum

frames, and hetier models in all steel, either

blue or stainless. hey all work, and there

have been J-frames involved in gunights

when they made the diference.

he winning quality of the J-frame is its

size. It can easily slip into a coat pocket or



Compared to the N-frame (top) and the K-frame (middle), the little J-frame is al-

most a puny sibling.
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purse. I carried one in the pocket of a down

vest for a few years, and I’ve had one in a

sport coat jacket at social gatherings, and

nobody was the wiser. It could easily be ar-

gued that the J-frame is rather versatile in its

range of uses, and in the places it can be

taken without notice.

here have been some J-frame models

with 3-inch barrels. I’ve seen a few of these

specimens and that extra inch on the barrel

really does enhance the gun’s performance in

my opinion. Yet, the longer barrel does not

make this revolver any harder to conceal.

My strong recommendation is to buy a

couple of speedloaders for quick reloads,

and to practice with these at the range so

you become used to dumping empties and

recharging fast. 

Okay, there are many semi-autos about

the same size that are chambered for the

9mm, and that’s ine. Most of them are a bit

heavier than the J-frame, and I’ve seen even

experienced shooters have diiculty with

these guns on occasion. I have never seen a

J-frame revolver jam. 

AMMO OPTIONS

For ammunition, I recommend either lead

hollowpoints or jacketed hollowpoints. Make

your own choice for this, of course. In my two

.38 Special revolvers (the other is a vintage

Colt Diamondback) I load up with 158-grain

hollowpoint lead semi-wadcutters made by

Winchester. 

However, I have also experienced good

results with Remington, Winchester and

Federal 125-grainers, and loads from Hor-

nady and Speer/Lawman are also winners.

My J-frame can handle +P loads, and the

slight step up in horsepower may or may not

make a diference in an emergency, but al-

ways get as much of an edge as possible.

For the sake of this article, I took my lit-

tle J-frame back to the range for a fresh

string of shots over a chronograph and to

Here’s an almost ancient J-frame Airweight, which has seen better times. It now re-

sides in a hidden spot inside the business oice of a friend of the author. 

THE WORKHORSE
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check group size, as if the latter really mattered one whit

at gunighting range from a 2-inch barrel.

RANGE RESULTS

With the chronograph set 20 inches ahead of the muz-

zle, the 125-grain Speer Gold Dot averaged 855.6 fps, and

was slightly overshadowed by the 125-grain Federal High

Velocity JHP, which averaged 858.3 fps, the fastest load

during this exercise.

Coming in third place at an average of 816.9 fps was

the Federal High Velocity 125-grain JSP, the Black Hills

125-grain JHP clocking 738.8 fps and last but not least, the

Black Hills 125-grain JHP averaging 759.4 fps. All of these

loads except the Black Hills JHP were +P rounds.

Are there drawbacks to the J-frame? Of course there

are. You’ve got ive rounds to make your point, but I inter-

viewed a gent from South Africa a few years ago who actu-

ally stopped a church attack with a ive-shot revolver, and

this was against multiple thugs.

he J-frame’s cylinder pin/ejector rod is kind of short

and unless you give it a good push, you might not be able

to kick out all of your empties smoothly.

And, it’s got ixed sights. But in my experience, these

little snubbies do put rounds where they’re aimed. You

have to do your part, of course, but at self-defense dis-

tances, the J-frame S&W can be a ight-stopper, and you

can buy ammunition for the .38 Special virtually any-

where. 

FINAL NOTES

Sure, it’s nice to be able to brag that you have a new siz-

zler that made the cover of your favorite gun magazine,

but in the inal analysis, the J-frame S&W is a handgun

that has had decades to prove it is more substance than

lash. For emergencies, which would you rather have, a

snazzy cover girl or a somewhat plain workhorse?

I’ll take the workhorse. CC

THE WORKHORSE

Rosen’s hideout rig allows a person to carry a J-frame under

a tucked-in shirt. It’s invisible until it is needed … at which

time the user performs a little exercise dubbed the

“Hackathorn rip,” developed by self-defense expert Ken

Hackathorn. A pull on the shirt with the weak hand exposes

the gun for a sudden and surprising draw. (below) One of

Workman’s favorite carry rigs is the original “tuckable”

model. This one is built by Mitch Rosen, working of a design

produced by the author and called “The Workman.”

“ … THE J-FRAME
S&W CAN BE A
FIGHT-STOPPER …”



Replace your holster clip with Ulticlip’s patent pending design and gain over 10X the 

retention while increasing concealability. Ulticlip has both bracket and hole mounting 

options allowing the replacement of most holster clips.
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Full-Sized Revolvers Are Reliable,
Short-Barreled, Large-Caliber
Shooters

{FULL REVOLVERS}
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Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Blued

Rate of twist: 1 in 16.5 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 8.5 inches

Sights: Front - Fixed; Rear - Adjustable

Capacity: 6

Grip: Rubber Grips

Weight: 32 ounces

Features: The R971 pistol features a

ramped front sight and adjustable rear,

with rubber grips and a blued finish. The

gun fires +P loads. All Rossi revolvers fea-

ture the unique Taurus Security System

and are covered by their lifetime repair

policy.

Website: www.RossiUSA.com

MSRP: $465

Rossi R971

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .44 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Matte Stainless

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Matte Stainless

Overall length: 9.375 inches

Sights: Front - Hooded

Trigger: Match Grade

Capacity: 6

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 45 ounces

Features: The 44SS4 has porting for

shooting comfort, the Taurus Security

System, a Transfer bar safety, an ad-

justable rear sight and stainless steel con-

struction. New innovations include ported

barrels that reduce muzzle flip and felt re-

coil, and the vent-rib accommodates an

optional scope mount base on 61⁄2-inch

and 83⁄8-inch models.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $726.59

Taurus 44SS4
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Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .44 Magnum

Barrel length: 8 inches

Barrel finish: Matte Stainless

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Matte Stainless

Overall length: 13.75 inches

Sights: Front - Hooded

Trigger: Match Grade

Capacity: 6

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 57 ounces

Features: Taurus’ model 44SS8 also has

tuned porting, a vent rib barrel, molded re-

coil-absorbing grips and an adjustable

rear sight. New innovations include ported

barrels that reduce muzzle flip and felt re-

coil, and the vent-rib accommodates an

optional scope mount base.

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $799.86

Taurus 44SS8

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .357 Magnum

Barrel length: 4 inches

Overall length: 9.375 inches

Barrel finish: Matte Stainless

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Matte Stainless

Sights: Front - Hooded

Trigger: Match Grade

Capacity: 8

Grip: Rubber

Weight: 51 ounces

Features: The 608 features adjustable

sights. It’s chambered in .357 Magnum

and carries an eight-round cylinder. This

revolver also features the Taurus Security

System, which provides an instant-ready

system to secure the pistol. 

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $688.43

Taurus 608SS4

{FULL REVOLVERS}
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Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .44 Magnum

Barrel length: 2.25 inches

Barrel finish: UltraLite Titanium Blue

Rate of twist: 1 in 18.75 inches

Groves: 5

Frame material: Carbon Steel

Frame finish: UltraLite Titanium Blue

Height: 6.28 inches

Width: 1.76 inches

Sights: Rear - Adjustable/Optical

Trigger: Smooth

Capacity: 6

Grip: Cushion grip

Weight: 27.3 ounces

Features: The 444 has adjustable sights and

is chambered in .44 Magnum. This revolver

also features the Taurus Security System, Tita-

nium Blue finish and a fiber optic front sight. It

has a very short barrel, is very powerful and a

very lightweight concealable revolver. 

Website: www.TaurusUSA.com

MSRP: $792.23

Taurus 444 Ultralite 

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (.45 Auto)

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Matte Stainless

Rate of twist: 1 in 15 inches

Frame material: Stainless Steel

Frame finish: Matte Stainless

Overall length: 9.38 inches

Sights: Front - Gold Bead Patridge; 

Rear - Adjustable

Trigger: Two Stage

Capacity: 6

Grip: Jerry Miculek Wood Grips

Weight: 43.0 ounces

Features: The 625 JM has an adjustable rear

sight, gold bead Patridge front sight, custom

wooden grips, tuned action, and a large exposed

hammer.

Website: www.Smith-Wesson.com

MSRP: $979

Smith & Wesson 625 JM
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Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: USA

Caliber: .45 ACP (45 Auto)

Barrel length: 4 inches

Barrel finish: Matte Black

Rate of twist: 1 in 15 inches

Frame material: Alloy

Frame finish: Matte Black

Overall length: 9.5 inches

Sights: Front - Interchangeable Gold Bead;

Rear - Adjustable White Outline

Trigger: Adjustable

Capacity: 6

Grip: Hogue Rubber Finger Groove

Weight: 31 ounces

Features: The Thunder Ranch features an

adjustable rear sight, gold bead Patridge

front sight, Scandium frame, and stainless

steel barrel and cylinder. It has Performance

Center tuned action with a trigger stop. 

Website: www.SmithWesson.com

MSRP: $1,329 

Smith & Wesson
325 Thunder Ranch

{FULL REVOLVERS}

Action: Double Action (DA or DA/SA)

Made in: Brazil

Caliber: .22 Long Rifle

Barrel length: 6 inches

Barrel finish: Blued

Frame material: Steel

Frame finish: Blued

Overall length: 10.5 inches

Sights: Rear - Adjustable

Capacity: 8

Grip: Black Rubber

Weight: 29.5 ounces 

Features: The  R98106 features an eight-

round cylinder, rubber grips, an adjustable

rear sight and fiber optic front sight, and it

comes in blued steel. Its .22 LR chambering

is great for training. All Rossi revolvers fea-

ture the unique Taurus Security System and

are covered by their lifetime repair policy.

Website: www.RossiUSA.com

MSRP: $407.57

Rossi R98106
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Slap
Leather

BY DAVE WORKMAN     |     PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVE WORKMAN
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For Its Beauty 
& Durability,
Genuine Leather
Is a Strong
Choice for 
Concealed Carry

NOTHING, IN MY HUMBLE OPINION, MATCHES

THE SMELL, FEEL, TEXTURE AND DURABILITY OF

GENUINE LEATHER WHEN IT COMES TO HOL-

STERS FOR CONCEALED CARRY, A SUGGESTION LIKELY TO GET

ME INTO TROUBLE WITH A LOT OF PEOPLE.

When I say leather, I also mean horsehide. Give me a hand-rubbed

leather IWB (inside the waist band), a high-ride pancake-style belt hol-

ster, a shoulder holster — can we bring back Miami Vice? — perhaps

an ankle rig or SOB (small of back). I have actually used models of all

of these holsters at one time or another.

I’ve bought holsters, built a bunch more, worn them in some gawd-

awful conditions and one time was even saved from being impaled by a

steel fence post when a metal shed I was inside was blown over a fence

in a gale-force wind. he IWB rig I was wearing at the time prevented

the steel from driving through my jeans and quite possibly crippling or

killing me.

According to Mitch Rosen, proprietor at Mitch Rosen Extraordinary

Gunleather in Manchester, New Hampshire, there are certain advan-

tages to leather, and by no coincidence whatsoever, I happen to concur. 

Advantage: Leather

Leather is a natural material, and it lexes; it doesn’t jab you with

sharp edges, and ater some use, a leather holster can marry itself to

your body to it just so in the same spot, time ater time. I’ve never

heard of a leather holster cracking in cold weather, or splitting when

somebody fell on it. 

Holsters crated from high-quality, dense leather with or without re-P
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inforced openings that allow for one-hand

re-holstering will hold a defensive sidearm

snuggly. he best leather holsters will be

“boned” — a term for forming a holster to a

speciic gun — so that they will hold a gun

snuggly. his is accomplished by dampening

— not soaking — the leather and inserting a

handgun or an aluminum or plastic facsim-

ile and then using ingers and a hand tool to

shape the leather along the lines of the gun.

Laminated nylon, on the other hand, is

essentially just a pouch. A one-size-its-all

approach that works okay for modern mili-

tary holsters, but I cannot brag about it for

concealment. 

Rosen uses the highest quality leather

available, and he noted something that a lot

of casual shooters never consider: he belt is

a critical component. 

“his cannot possibly be understated,”

Rosen stressed. “It is extremely important. If

you take a top quality holster and put it on a

cheesy belt, it won’t work (properly). It will

move around.”

Several quality holster makers also pro-

duce belts, and the slots or snap loops in the

holster will it tight to the belt. hat is, if you

have a holster with 1½-inch belt slots, your

belt should be 1½ inches wide, itting in the

slot top and bottom exactly, so the holster

doesn’t slop around.

When I speak of leather holsters, I’m not

talking about those rather thin, sot suede

generic holsters that clip inside your trousers

and immediately collapse when the gun is

drawn. I owned one long enough about 40-

some years ago to replace it with a quality rig.

Sure, the new holster cost some bucks, but

what’s your life worth? Mine’s worth a lot, in

my selish opinion.

Having used leather rigs over four-plus

decades of packing a sidearm, some with

long barrels, some with short barrels and

several in between, I’m conident in the ma-

terial.

(Top left) A fair number of

people prefer a rough-out in-

side-the-waistband type hol-

ster that they believe holds

steady against pants. (Top

right) Just an upward tug on

the pants leg and viola, this

Mitch Rosen high-quality

leather ankle rig holding a .38

Special revolver appears.

(Above) Here’s a good example

of a “paddle holster,” which rides

outside the belt but is held firm

by that large paddle. This one is

made from horsehide by Greg

Kramer. (Right) This image

from DeSantis illustrates how

an IWB rig works. It is held tight

by pressure from the trousers,

belt and the body.

he Element of Wear
Because leather is a natural product, it will wear out depending upon frequency of use. As

Rosen noted, people replace their cars, so when a holster has seen its better days, replace it. This

happens more often when one buys cheap holsters in an efort to save money. In reality, you

wind up spending more money in the long run by having to more frequently replace holsters.

However, I have holsters that are years old and they have seen lots of use. I know a few peo-

ple who have had to replace nylon and hard synthetic holsters at least once during that period,

and maybe more often. Sometimes, they bought leather rigs.
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Treatment

One should never use a sotening agent

on a concealment holster, an opinion shared

by Rosen. If your holster gets wet, which is

not unheard of in my Paciic Northwest en-

vironment, let it air dry. If you want to

spruce it up, use a neutral crème polish.

A brand new leather holster will it tight,

and some years ago Rosen began marketing

a surface treatment called “Leather Light-

ning.” I don’t have a clue what’s in the for-

mula but for breaking in a new rig, this is

the damnedest stuf I’ve ever seen. A few

drops rubbed over the surface of the inside

of the holster slicks it up and helps speed the

draw. 

A good leather holster is quiet. here’s no

telltale clack when one needs to draw a defen-

sive sidearm without giving one’s self away. 

Which Is Best?

Is there one type of holster that is better

than the others? Not really. Each holster de-

sign suits a particular purpose. Look online

at any holster maker’s website, and you will

ind various designs for speciic needs.

here’s the aforementioned “pancake”

style rig, for example. his is a relatively lat

design with a separate front and back

stitched together to form the holster pouch.

hese hold a handgun high and tight to the

body. I’ve used such holsters from Gene De-

Santis and John Bianchi over the years for

my 2 ½-inch Model 19 Smith & Wesson,

and somewhere along the way I picked up a

Safariland pancake rig for my 6-inch Model

19, which I needed a real long parka or

jacket to cover up.

I have an original Rosen deep cover rig

called “he Workman” that I designed years

ago, for a J-frame S&W that hides under a

tucked-in shirt. he same revolver has gone

with me in a Rosen ankle holster.

My daily carry gun is a .45 Colt Light-

SLAP LEATHER

weight Commander, and it rides in my own rig, a rough-out in-

side-the-waistband (IWB) holster. For most social activities, I pre-

fer the IWB rig because it is essentially out of sight even if your

jacket or vest accidentally rises. 

One important advantage of the IWB

rig, and to a slightly lesser degree the

“pancake” type holster, is that the gun is

held securely by body pressure against

the holster and the belt. I’ve never lost a

handgun out of either type of holster,

and I’ve had experiences in which that

could have happened.

here are various “paddle” holsters

on the market, and they certainly ad-

dress the need of someone who may

Sources

DeSantis Gunhide

DeSantisHolster.com

Safariland

Sarariland.com

Kramer Handgun Leather

KramerLeather.com

There are all kinds of belt-slide holsters around, and this one is fairly typical of the

genre. Just make sure to wear a long-enough cover garment!
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have to take of his or her gun frequently. his is a rig

that features a holster that is stitched or otherwise held

onto a large, lat piece of leather or some stif modern

material. he “paddle” slides inside the waist of the

trousers while the holster rides outside, rather like a

typical belt holster. 

One of the best of these in my opinion is a rig built by

Greg Kramer at Kramer Handgun Leather. It’s a horsehide

holster, and Kramer rigs are famous for the use of this

leather. It is stif and really holds its shape. he paddle is

reinforced with a very thin piece of some plastic material

but the holster and paddle are leather. 

I also think shoulder holsters, which might better be

called “armpit” holsters because that’s where the actual

holster hangs from its harness. I’ve carried large re-

volvers in shoulder holsters, including the 6-inch Model

19 mentioned earlier, and a Colt Python and larger .41

Magnum S&W. Under the right garment, such as a win-

ter parka or some kind of bush jacket, these disappear,

thanks to the leather construction of both the holster

and the harness.

I found years ago that nylon harnesses will “print” under

light sport jackets or windbreakers. But the leather harness

seems to latten out because it is made from thinner mate-

rial. 

One of my favorite rigs is an upside-down holster made

by Safariland many years ago. his one has housed my .357

snubbie on many occasions, typically under a loose-itting

sweatshirt, down vest or pullover. Hidden gun = sudden un-

pleasant surprise for would-be bad guy.

I’ll briely mention pocket holsters because I know

people who use these. One guy has a synthetic model

while another uses a leather holster with a rough-out in-

ish. For my money, the leather rig is best because it bends

against the leg, and doesn’t reveal its edges on the outer

trouser material around the pocket.  

Work On Presentation

Something Rosen mentioned, and that I’ve recom-

mended to people over the years is to practice your

draw from concealment. his is also called “presenta-

tion,” and it should be a drill that the armed citizen re-

peats frequently. We’re not talking about getting ready

for a fast draw contest, but in a sense, we are.

In an emergency, your ability to reliably draw your

defensive sidearm and acquire the target could mean the

diference between staying alive, or being seriously

wounded or killed. Be absolutely certain your sidearm is

unloaded, and it might be a good idea to load dummy

cartridges.

his is a skill one must keep honed. Ater a while,

you will notice that your speed of draw can improve, but

it takes time, and patience.

Dave Workman is an author, communications direc-

tor for the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and

Bear Arms, award-winning outdoor writer and a former

member of the NRA Board of Directors. CC

“HOLSTERS
CRAFTED
FROM HIGH-
QUALITY,
DENSE
LEATHER …
WILL HOLD A
DEFENSIVE
SIDEARM
SNUGGLY.”
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SLAP LEATHER

Holster on the left, with a Colt

Commander, is a Kramer design

for women. They comprise the

fastest-growing group of shooters.

Rig on the right is also a Kramer

model, a paddle holster that

works for men or women.

BEYOND MAINSTREAM. 732.493.0333     |     eagleimportsinc.com     
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Clothing Strategies for
Concealed Carry

STORY & PHOTOS BY LEROY THOMPSON 
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TIMES MOST DEFINITELY

CHANGE.

When I first started carrying a handgun

many decades ago, there wasn’t the array of

clothing that is available today designed for

those who carry weapons. I didn’t know

pocket holsters existed and would stick my

Chief ’s Special in a pocket or carry my

Colt Official Police in a belt holster and ei-

ther pull out my shirt tails to cover it or

wear a long jacket. hat was pretty much it. 

Over the years I’ve grown much more

sophisticated about clothing choice when

wearing one or more handguns — and oc-

casionally a compact SMG, shotgun or rifle.

I’ll try to share some of what I’ve learned

in this article. 

EARLY CARRY DAYS

Multiple events converged when I was

attending graduate school at UCL (Univer-

sity College London). I started working on

security teams during term breaks, fre-

quently in places where I could be armed,

though not in the U.K. 

he folks who were paying me wanted

protective personnel who were presentable

and enhanced the image of the principal.

As a result, I learned to pay a lot more at-

tention to my attire. My British girlfriend

was thrilled and was always willing to ac-

company me to the tailors to make sure I

didn’t, to quote her, “Look like a thug!”

I got some hints from others who worked the “circuit,” as doing

bodyguard work around the world was known in the day. One es-

pecially valuable mentor on clothing choice was a former member

of the Special Air Service who later worked for MI5. I did have to

adjust some of his hints based on different body types, but some of

the size differences were advantages for me and some were disad-

vantages. I’ll discuss that later. 

He normally carried a Browning High-Power or a Walther PPK;

those were my choices as well. hat made some of his techniques

easily adaptable for me. However, his profession dictated some

choices that didn’t work for me. For example, he used a holster and

mag pouch that did not have loops. He just tucked them into his

waistband. hat was logical for him in case he needed to ditch his

weapon quickly, but not for me, as I would be in situations where

weapon retention would be important. 

He also had some foibles based on his work during the early

Cold War years. For example, his method for keeping the tails of

his suit or sport coat from flapping up in the breeze and for caus-

ing it to swing clear more readily during the draw was to sew shot

into the hem to give it weight. I also like to keep the jacket from

“ … DRAW THE
EYE AWAY
FROM WHERE
YOU ARE
CARRYING
YOUR GUN.”
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blowing up and to swing clear more readily

as well, but I normally carry a spare maga-

zine, mini flashlight, or ASP baton in my

right jacket pocket to serve the same pur-

pose. I do this even if carrying mag

pouches on my belt. 

For the same purpose, I have also had

suits tailored with a reinforced pocket in-

side the coat to hold a magazine. Some of

his jackets also had extra internal pockets,

including one that would take a small auto

pistol and a small knife sheath sewn inside

over the wallet pocket on the let side to

allow the draw of the blade when “reaching

for his wallet.” In his situation that wasn’t a

bad idea, but I normally did not adopt this

— well, I did once when I was only carry-

ing a couple of knives. 

I became spoiled living in London by

having my suits custom tailored. In those

days, the handgun laws weren’t as dracon-

ian as now, and I would take in my shoul-

der rig or belt holster along with a dummy

gun to get the suits tailored. At the time, I

wore size 32 trousers and a size 48 coat, so

there was a lot of room with which the tai-

lor could work to cut around the gun, es-

pecially with a shoulder rig. 

I used to use one from British holster

maker Horseshoe Leather with a spare

double magazine pouch under my right

arm and the holster under my let arm. Not

only did this distribute the weight well, but

it kept the pistol off my waist and allowed

me to draw the pistol with my right hand,

or by twisting a bit with my let hand. It

was also perfect when I was working secu-

rity jobs where I slept in the principal’s res-

idence, as I could hang the holster next to

the bed and grab it with two reloads

should I be alerted during the night. Since I

slept in sweats, I could just throw on the

holster as I moved. 

(above) In crowd situations, the cross draw ofers faster access and better security.

(below) Don Hume double rig Thompson has carried with two Springfield Operators,

one with light mounted. The jacket just needs to be cut a little fuller under the arms.



HOLSTER OPTIONS, IDEAS

More recently, I’ve used similar holsters

from Galco and Don Hume.

Don Hume made me a couple of double

rigs so that I could carry a holstered Hi-

Power or 1911 under each arm. One of the

Don Hume rigs was designed to carry one

of the two guns with a light mounted. By

the time I was carrying that rig, my waist

size had grown to 36 and my coat size to

50. here was plenty of room for the tailor

to cut the coat over the two guns. 

Tailors can take care of a lot of other is-

sues. For example, sport coats or suit coats

with vents have a tendency to ride up and

catch on the butt of a pistol or revolver. A

tailor can make a jacket that still has a vent

or vents, if that is the style, but he can sew

them shut so they don’t catch on the gun.

Just as the butt of the handgun can catch

on a vent, I’ve found that it will wear away

at the lining of a suit coat. 

Tailors who know how to build a suit

for someone who carries a handgun can

add a “gun shield” of additional cloth in the

CARRY SMART

(below) Thompson used this Mitch Rosen shoulder

holster rig to carry a SIG P-210 as a “long range” pis-

tol on some security jobs. The double mag pouch

carried the spare mags off the belt. Normally, the

primary weapon in a belt holster was a Browning

High-Power. 

area where the pistol rubs. Some tailors may refer to this as a “gus-

set.” If it gets worn through, another can quickly replace it. I’d rec-

ommend having the shield made of the same cloth as the lining —

maybe double thickness — so is does not show. 

It may be necessary with some spare mag pouches/illuminator

holders to do a shield on the support side as well. I have also found

that certain handguns, even with a gun shield sewn into the

jacket’s lining, need a holster that covers to sights to prevent rip-

ping the cloth. For example, I sometimes carry a 3-inch Manurhin

MR73 revolver with prominent adjustable rear sight, but Rusty

VISIT:  WWW.ROCKRIVERARMS.COM PERFORMANCE TUNED.* Prices are subject to change.

R

RRA 1911-A1     PS2300
BASIC LIMITED PISTOL

MSRP: $1950*
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Sherrick (makes an excellent holster with a sight shield for it.

Normally, a suit coat or topcoat will be worn unbuttoned so that

the weapon may be accessed by just sweeping the hand back under

the garment and onto the gun. However, I have seen cases where

the person carrying the gun was required to keep his jacket but-

toned, either because it was part of the uniform or for other reasons

dictated by his job. A tailor can sew buttons to the outside of the

jacket so that it will appear buttoned but have the jacket actually

stay closed by using Velcro. A friend’s uncle, a retired NYPD officer

who worked as a doorman at a high security building, had his uni-

form coat altered in this way. 

When I worked on security details, I sometimes carried my pri-

mary handgun in a cross draw holster for multiple reasons. In

clothing that looks professional, conceals the weapons, but also allows movement.

Note also that the shoes are chosen for movement. (Swiss Army)

This MR73 has large square adjustable sights so a hol-

ster, such as this one from Rusty Sherrick, which shields

the sight is necessary to keep it from destroying the lin-

ings of jackets.

crowds I could keep my let arm pressing

against it even when in the ready position

with hands slightly forward while moving

through the crowd. I could also access it

more quickly in a crowd, as it required less

arm movement to draw while turning

slightly toward a target. 

Finally, when standing post, I could

cross my arms and keep the shooting hand

close to the gun for an immediate draw.

One other point: with a cross draw, it can

be canted slightly forward to present the

butt, but also to keep a longer barrel from

protruding below the jacket. A tailor can

cut a jacket for this type of carry and

weight the hem or use a heavy interior fac-

ing to keep the jacket from flipping open. A

cross draw works well with a heavier winter

jacket and the use of Velcro for thrusting

the shooting hand through the front of the

jacket to access the gun and draw. Grabbing

and pulling the jacket apart with the sup-

port hand is even faster. 

he Role 
of Vests
For those with concealed carry licenses and some law

enforcement oicers, “concealment vests” are very pop-

ular. I use vests and will make some comments about

them. The less the vest looks like it is designed primarily

for concealing a handgun, the better. A brightly colored

vest, possibly with a logo, will actually appear less as a

“gun hider.” 

In any case, get a vest that is long enough to cover

the holster with some spare inches. Be careful while

bending over or reaching for items on a shelf. These pull

the vest or jacket up and show the gun. I like vests with

sturdy internal pockets. I have one with an internal

pocket sturdy enough and long enough to carry a spare

magazine for an FN P90 SMG unobtrusively. The vest

does sag a bit on that side, but not terribly so. 
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PANTS & TAILORS

Tailors can also work on trousers to make them gun friendly. 

For example, belt holsters are designed so that they are positioned

with a belt loop of the trousers between the two belt loops of the holster.

Many will ind that the loops aren’t in the right place for the way they

like to position their weapon. 

A tailor can move one or two belt loops to accommodate the holster. 

Inside-the-waistband holsters are useful as they do not reveal the

bottom of the holster if the coat rides up while reaching. he same is

true of shoulder rigs. If a primary or backup gun is carried in a

trouser pocket, the tailor can also install a sturdy extra lining for the

pocket — I’ve seen some of leather or suede, for example. 

“TAILORS WHO KNOW
HOW TO BUILD A SUIT FOR
SOMEONE WHO CARRIES
A HANDGUN CAN ADD A

‘GUN SHIELD’ OF
ADDITIONAL CLOTH IN
THE AREA WHERE THE

PISTOL RUBS.”

CARRY SMART

(above) Contractors who carry holsters, such as this one from Blackhawk, gener-

ally wear clothing loose enough to conceal the weapon and bulkier holster, but

also work in places where the presumption is that they are armed in any case.
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“DISTRACTION CAN BE AN
AID IN KEEPING YOUR GUN

FROM BEING NOTICED.”

(above) A logo on a jacket or pin on the lapel can draw an observer’s eyes upward and

away from the belt/holster.  (right) Rusty Sherrick’s SIS holster conceals well, but al-

lows good access when seated.

Other 
Sources

Ken Null 

www.klnullholsters.com

Mitch Rosen 

www.MitchRosen.com

Another note in regard to suit pants: Order two pairs and either

have them tailored the same if you use just a single weapon or to fit

two different guns, if needed. In any case, if belt loops or pockets are

torn, the spare may be worn while the other is being repaired. In any

case, my experience is that pants can take a beating and if they are

worn out or torn, the matching coat is useless; not so when you have a

spare pair. 

Speaking of belt loops, some custom leatherworkers do special gun

belts of double thickness to keep the holster from sliding around on the

belt so that it stays positioned in the optimum location for the draw.

I’ve used one of these belts from Ken Null for years. 

CARRY STRATEGY

here are numerous other factors I could cover. For example, if you

spend a lot of time in a vehicle, your clothing and holster choice should

allow a draw while seated. Rusty Sherrick’s SIS holster, developed for

the LAPD’s Special Investigation Section works great. Space limits me

from discussing more special circumstances and the clothing fitted for

them. 

Hopefully, though, I’ve given you the mindset that will let you

choose attire to match your lifestyles, threat level and weapons choice.

CC

Contact Info
Holster Options

Horseshoe Leather

www.Holsters.org

Galco 

www.GalcoGunleather.com

Don Hume 

www.DonHume.com

Rusty Sherrick 

www.c-rusty.com
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BY FAILING TO PREPARE, 
YOU ARE PREPARING TO FAIL.” 
Benjamin Franklin
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