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The Ultralite ASR (Assisted Spool Release) offers the ultimate cassette system reel 

featuring a fast, easy to use spool release system that actively frees the spool at the 

flick of a switch and automatically engages the new spool with a simple push fit.

FLOATER TO FAST SINKER AT THE  

FLICK OF A SPRING LOADED SWITCH

www.hardyfishing.com



www.troutfisherman.co.uk SEPTEMBER 13 - OCTOBER 10 | TROUT FISHERMAN 3

Editor’s welcome

Russell Hill, edit

Fishing close 
to weedbeds 

(above).

AUTUMN is on its way and it doesn’t seem a year 
has gone by since I last admired those golden-
yellow colours as trees started to shed their 
leaves. Time flies so there’s no time to waste – 
let’s get fishing! It’s a great time of year to be out 
there and the small waters should be hitting form 
again after the summer heat.

Reservoir anglers will be focusing on those 
exposed weedbeds and the terrific sport they 
offer now. Those wily grown-on fish that have 
been out in the middle of the water all summer 
now swim close in, picking off corixa, snail, roach 
and perch fry or sticklebacks loitering in and 
around the marginal weed. 

The weedbeds offer a good chance of a season’s 
best trout as they seek to pack on weight quickly 
to maintain condition over the sparse winter. 
This issue is crammed with tips to help you 
achieve your goal – a quality, resident trout with 
full fins and a razor-sharp tail.

While you’re at it you may even latch into a 
late-season brown trout that is no longer hiding 
at the bottom far out in the middle. 

A few weeks ago I embarked on a short tour of 
some quality fisheries in the south and, while 
there, met up with a few contributors for a 
chinwag. One of these was Peter Cockwill and, 
being a practical joker, I gained some revenge on 
him – see the caption competition in our news 
pages! 

It was truly great to see how many fisheries are 
adding extra value to their waters by way of 
accommodation, tackle shops, varied stock of fish 
and above all a very friendly welcome and 
willingness to help newcomers. All this attracts 

vital custom and gives these waters a better 
chance of staying open in the future. It’s 
important to move with the times and offer 
something extra to remain in business. 

Speaking of moving with the times, I recently 
posted a Facebook question asking anglers what 
their reaction is when they see a coarse fish on fly 
or saltwater fly article in these pages. Some don’t 
like it, others do. But one thing’s for sure – we will 
be covering more sea trout tactics. Having read 
your replies I feel sure that we’re delivering 
coarse and sea fish on fly articles in just about the 
right amount – for example, there’s nothing but 
trout in this issue so we’re not over doing it!

When you consider that there’s roughly seven 
live features per month, at least five will cover 
trout only – and very often all our features 
concern trout only. 

Some of you praised the magazine for having 
the vision to deal with flyfishing’s ever-
expanding world. But as for the magazine 
changing its name...that’s harder than it might 
seem. It’s a tough sell to the bosses. You see, 
having spent 40 years building a brand, they’ll be 
reluctant to chreluctant to change it.

Enjoy the issu
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Enter our competition now for your chance to win a Sharpe’s landing net

Shot of the

MONTH

THIS MONTH’S WINNER

Lough Acalla, Co Galway, Ireland. 

Sent in by David Turner

HOW TO ENTER

If you have a flyfishing image that you would like to see here, please send it to us.

Images must be: original size • high resolution.  

Email them to leigh.johnson@bauermedia.co.uk 

If the image is too large to go over email, send via the free service 

wetransfer.com (for help see wetransfer.com/howitworks).

Published photographers will receive a landing net from Sharpes of Aberdeen.

Browse their products at www.sharpes.net or call 01466 794415.
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Words & pictures: Steve Cullen

Low water

SUCCESS
Steve Cullen shows you how to catch river trout in low-water conditions...
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BE INSPIREDRivers may be lowbut they still 
produce
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BE INSPIRED RIVERS

D
URING summer and 
often into autumn, warm 
temperatures and low water 
make fishing difficult, but on 
a river, it’s a war of attrition!

Just now, the evenings tend to be 
productive for catching trout on f ly. In 
fact, many anglers won’t fish the river 
until then.

I agree, daytime fishing can be very 
difficult but catching trout in low water 
can be ultra-rewarding and with a handful 
of tactics and f lies, low water can 
sometimes be very productive.

Lose the baggage
Be prepared to cover a lot of ground 
during the day in search of fishable 
stretches. A low, late-summer river is a 
tough mistress but by focusing on certain 
water, you massively increase your 
chances.

Travel light, I use a good quality chest 
pack – not too heav y and not overfull, 
keep it minimal. 

My rods are light, nothing over a 3wt, 
you want minimum disturbance in low 
f lows. I like my Drift XL, it goes from 9ft 
6in, ideal for small dries, to 10ft 2in, 
making the action softer so that it’s 
spot-on for nymphing. It also allows me to 
do what I want without changing rods. 

A few f ly boxes and a spare spool with a 
sinking line (I’ll explain later), 
lightweight tippet (diameters from 
0.14mm down to 0.008mm), a tapered 
leader or two plus some f loatant, sinkant 
and you’re good to go. 

Polarised glasses are a must, not only do 
they allow you to spot fish but there’s 
always the safety aspect.

Location is key
Trout need three things – oxygen, food 
and safety. Consider this when you look at 
a stretch of water.

I’ll try a well-oxygenated run, which 
f lows down into a deep pool. These can be 
great holding areas in most river 
conditions but in low water it’s a godsend. 
Trout move into the faster water (oxygen) 
to feed (food) and then drop back again to 
the deeper water and their bolt hole 
(safety).

On the dries
Start at the pool tail, a place that’s 
occupied by trout in everything apart 
from the brightest and harshest of 
conditions. Begin with a single dry f ly, as 
it’s a pool tail it’s often fairly shallow, so I 
go with a small f ly. I like small Olive 
patterns in size 19 and 21. Trust me, fish 
will hold in water that barely covers their 
backs, and you won’t see them until they 
come up to your dry.

“Trout need three things 
to survive – oxygen, 
food and safety.”
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  TACKLE YOU NEED
To fish dries blind properly, keep casts

relatively short, you don’t want to be 
‘lining’ fish left, right and centre. Grid the
water, starting close to your bank and 
working across. Once you’re over to the
far side, take a few steps upstream and 
repeat coming back to the bank that you 
started on. Keep movements slow and 
precise, you’ll cover the water effectively.

Double teaming
Once into the pool proper – water that’s
over your knees – and with some 
semblance of pace, and ONLY if I’ve seen 
no risers, I’ll switch to the ‘duo’ method.

The duo is a nymph suspended 
underneath a dry f ly, a kind of two-for-
one deal. It can be good for smaller fish
but it rarely dupes the bigger, wiser ones.
For this method I use a nine-foot tapered 
leader, but cut it back to six feet. To this I 
attach three feet of 0.14mm tippet and a
size 12 dry f ly, usally a small Klinkhamer,
and I’ll stick 24 inches of 0.10mm tippet to 
the bend of the Klink hook. On the point 
goes a size 16 or 18 nymph.      

Depending on the depth of water I keep a 
bit of distance between the dry and 
nymph, usually two feet as this allows the
nymph to sink and fish closer to the river 
bed. In shallower water, when fishing 
around weeds and rocks, I reduce the 
dropper length to around 10 to 12-inches.

Fish both flies
It’s important that your dry f ly isn’t just 
an indicator or f loat for the nymph, your 
choice should be based on a pattern suited 
to the river – one that you’d normally fish 
on its own. This dry f ly will also lead to 
increased takes throughout the day, if 
trout start feeding on the surface. 
Remember you’re fishing two methods at
once – the dry and nymph. 

Always plan your route up the run or 
riverbank, never just walk into it. Read the 
water and form a plan as to how you’re 
going to approach and fish all of the river,
not just the good bits! Pinpoint where you

think the food is coming downstream, 
bubble lines indicate where trout will 
position themselves in the river as this is
where the food is.

It’s also a good idea to have an area 
picked out downstream of where you’re 
fishing so that you can play and land your
trout, minimising surface splashing, 
which spooks other fish.

French nymphing
One of my favourite methods for shy, 
summer fish is French nymphing – it’s
good for fast, riff led water and obstacle-
strewn runs in clear, low water!

Either fishing with one or two nymphs
French nymphing is often devastating. No 
f ly-line is used and this means there’s very 
little drag, as there’s no fat f ly-line to be
pulled by the current.

I use very long, tapered leaders, up to
and over six metres. The taper allows the
f lies to turn over better, the weight of 
your f ly/f lies loads the rod without the
need for f ly-line – use a soft actioned rod. 
Attached to this tapered leader are some 
brightly-coloured mono sections for take
detection. I apply some luminous grease
to this section too. 

On the business end, I then attach a very 
fine tippet of 0.12 to 0.08mm, depending 
on water depth and clarity (clearer the
water, thinner the diameter). Tippet
length is also determined by the depth of 
water. I usually have one metre of tippet
to the first nymph and 40centimetres to 
the second. Small tungsten-beaded 
nymphs, usually Hare’s Ear or Pheasant
Tail variants, are best, tied on 14, 16 and 
18 hooks. 

Drag-free line control and take detection 
are the most important aspects to this 
method and again stealth, which every 
angler should practice in all conditions.

Position yourself downstream of where
you think trout are holding and, in your
head, divide your target area into 
sections. For example, make your first 
cast at 10 o’clock, then 11 and so on till

Steve’s leader material of choice.

Always use balanced gear.

Essential items for the business end.

The River Ebbw 
wild browns are 
easy on the eye.
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BE INSPIRED RIVERS

I’ve seen boys bounce fish over fast 
water to the net, if that trout takes a dive 
in the fast water it’s normally game over. 
Take your time, play the fish out and get 
downstream of it before you net it.

Be careful
If you do hook that special fish and it 
heads downstream into water that you 
don’t like the look of, DON’T apply strain! 
Let it run. You’ve more chance of landing 
it by following the fish, getting wet, 
climbing over rocks and obstacles than 
you have trying to put the brakes on a 
running fish, trust me!

I lost a char a while ago in Iceland. I’d 
played it for 20 minutes on a 3wt rod and 
at the end of the fight it finally headed to 
the slack pool tail – sadly, there was some 
serious fast water below it. I tried to stop 
the char, thinking that it was tired… it 
wasn’t.

The result, was me losing possibly the 
biggest char ever caught in Iceland with a 
f ly rod. The guide estimated the fish at 
around 20lb!

Death on a stick - Streamers
People say that pike are the ultimate 
predators, but I think it’s trout.

Trout get territorial in low water and so I 
fish a small – international rules – 
Streamer when I’ve exhausted all other 
methods. 

Trout can’t help themselves when it 
comes to streamers. For this style of 
fishing, choose the ‘dead’ water, long slow 
pools with lots of tree cover – the kind of 
water you’d often overlook. I fished such a 
section not so long ago, 300 yards of 
NOTHING water, switching from dry f ly 

“The result was me losing possibly the biggest 
char ever caught in Iceland with a fly rod. The 
guide estimated the fish at around 20lb!”

2 o’clock, repeating several times, and 
vary the speed at which it fishes, dead 
drift to pulling faster than the current, 
before moving on. 

Concentrate on your indicator, which 
sits on the surface or above if you choose 
to ‘high stick’, for any interruption in its 
downstream movement. Lead the f lies by 
holding the rod downstream of the 
indicator, pulling the f lies slightly faster 
than the current at times, but always 
maintaining complete contact with them.

Always perform a striking action before 
making your next cast; a fish may have 
taken on the lift.

Playing fish
If a trout has taken a dry, then from the 
instant I lift the rod tip, the tip stays high. 
When trout come to take a dry f ly then 
they normally come up vertical and go 
down vertical. To keep the hook where you 
want it, upwards pressure always scores 
best. Just be sure that you have enough 
give in your drag, just in case of any lunges.

When nymphing, as the indicator 
twitches I’ll strike. I’ll move my wrist 
back, which has the effect of moving the 
rod tip about a metre, more than enough 
to set the hook. Once I feel the fish on I 
immediately try and pull the fish 
downstream with side strain. 

Get the fish away from the other trout, 
the ones still upstream that I’ve yet to 
cover. Keep the rod low with the tip to the 
water all the way through the fight. Even 
when the trout jumps or thrashes, keep 
the tip low to the water. The leader I use 
has enough stretch, so with that and a 
fully bent rod, I can get away with it. 

With any method, I always get 
downstream of the fish to net it. It just 
makes everything easier. When I get its 
head out of the water, the fish tracks 
downstream in the current and into my 
net. I’m not PULLING it over my net 
against the f low.

to duo all the way up. I did well, landing 
three fish and losing one. Once at the very 
top where the depth was such that I 
couldn’t go any further for fear of going 
over my waders, I changed tactics.

Off came the f loater and on went the 
slow sink line, tapered leader (six feet) and 
a three-foot section of 6lb f luorocarbon 
and my small black and red streamer. I 
fished the exact same water all the way 
down to the bottom of the beat where I’d 
started. The results were startling. Water 
that you’d swear was pretty devoid of life 
produced nine ‘proper brownies’, wild fish 
between a half pound and 2lb!

I cast the f ly hard into the opposite bank, 
in under trees or up against the bank. My 
streamers feature a 3.5mm tungsten bead 
so that when they hit the water they make a 
heavy plop, which gets the trout’s interest!

Be ready for a hit straight away on your 
first strip, they can hit it so fast. Retrieves 
are simple, one foot strips are best and 
retrieve right back to your feet.

If you do get a hit but no hook-ups on 
your retrieve, take a minute before you 
cast again. Get the f ly in the exact same 
spot, but this time tuck the rod under your 
arm and use a roly-poly retrieve. That 
same fish will come back again and this 
time it’ll often hook itself!

Whichever one of these methods you 
employ, choose the correct water for the 
method and you won’t go far wrong. 

The photographs for this feature were 
shot on the River Risca in Wales, the week 
before the international, so you can 
imagine it had been battered by some of 
the UK’s best anglers. But by employing 
some of the above tactics, the fishing was 
worth it! 
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RECOMMENDED FLY PATTER

Risca

Cardiff

River Ebbw (Risca)RiverEbbw(Risca)
Permits from Islwyn & District Anglers. 

Brown trout season from March 3 to 

September 30 with a bag limit of three fish 

per day with C&R allowed until third fish is 

killed, then fishing must stop. Taken fish 

must measure 12 inches from tip of nose to 

fork of tail. Day tickets £10.

DAY TICKETS Call Greens Fishing Tackle, 

Pontllanfraith on 01495 221881 or from  

www.islwynanglers.org

 FACTFILE

RiverEbbw(Risca)

Ho
Ho

Streamer
Hook: Size 12 Hanak 470BL

RiverEbbw(Risca)

Thread: Black

Tail: Black marabou

RiverEbbw(Risca)

Rib: Glo-Brite No.4

RiverEbbw(Risca)

Body: Black marabou Gamma 

RiverEbbw(Risca)

Thorax: UV brown dubbing

RiverEbbw(Risca)

Hackle: Black hen

RiverEbbw(Risca)

Head: 3.5mm black bead

RiverEbbw(Risca)

T

Ta

Body: 

RiverEbbw(Risca)

S

Wing

l Bottom right fly 

Dun with its dun coc

RiverEbbw(Risca)

hackle

FREE ROD Worth £99.99

when you purchase any 

jacket & trouser combo

w w w . w y c h w o o d g a m e . c o . u k / c l o t h i n g p r o m o

Throughout August and September, whenever you buy a 

Wychwood wading or boat jacket, PLUS a set of overtrousers 

or a bib & brace, you can claim a free Truefly T2 10ft 8-w 

rod worth £99.99 via the Wychwood Game website.

Boat Jacket

BIB & BRACE

OVERTROUSERS

WADING JACKET

FREE
TRUEFLY T2 ROD

WORTH

£99.99
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Chew rainbow.

Russell Hill

R
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TACTICSCatch more with late summer stillwater tips



To a floating line

6ft

GARETH’S LEADER SET-UP

Claret Bits

To a floating line

8.5lb G5
fluorocarbon

IAIN’S LEADER SET-UP

Cruncher

FAB

5ft

10ft floating
polyleader

Main leader is
17ft of Airflo
Tactical
copolymer
6.4lb

3.5ft

Cruncher
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TACTICS RESERVOIRS

Meerkat time
Gareth then stands tall, scanning for 
rising fish. He spots some towards the 
middle of Herons and they slowly motor 
towards them. It’s vital not to motor hard 
in these conditions. Go gently and give the 
fish a wide arc then cut the engine so that 
you drift naturally towards the rising fish. 
In these conditions there’s no need for a 
drogue to slow the drift, but if you do need 
more forward momentum, use the landing 
net to push yourself along – anything 
that’s less likely to spook the trout. 

The engine is cut roughly 50 to 80 yards 
away from the rising fish and Iain switches 
to dries, three fish coming fast to his 
favourite Big Red. He targets each fish. 

Casting short
In these calm conditions, with fish holding 
close to the surface, don’t cast long. You’ll 
end up ‘lining’ trout and spooking them. 
Instead, cast a short line, only seven yards 
from the boat! This offers other 
advantages such as improved presentation, 
f lies remaining high in the water, you’re in 
direct contact with the fish and there’s less 
time spent getting the fish to the boat. But 
the most important benefit is not spooking 
the fish. Be patient. If you see fish rising 30 
yards away, wait until you drift closer to 
them before casting. 

When fish are lying deep, you need to 
cast long…but not when they’re shallow. 

Gareth does another meerkat impression 
to locate more risers and spies some off 
Nunnery and False Island about 250 yards 
away. After locating these fish, Gareth 
exploits a small ant fall using Claret Bits 
and Shuttlecock dries, but Iain attacks 
with his FAB/Cruncher set-up. From a 
f loating line he has four f lies on 8.5lb G5 

FAB
Hook: Size 8-12 Kamasan B

Thread: Danville’s fl

Tail: Pink foam cyPink foam cylinder

Body: Fluo yellow and fluo orFluo yellow and fluo orange translucent

chenille

Cruncher
Hook: Size 10-14 wet fly

Thread: Brown

Tail: G

Rib: Fine gold wire

Body:

Thorax: 

Hackle: 

RECOMMENDED FLIES

f luorocarbon. A FAB is six f
f ly-line on the top dropper, a f
feet to a Cruncher Nymph th
gap to another Cruncher wit
further 3.5 feet down on the point. Each 
buoyant FAB – being so close to the nymph 
– keeps it well up in the water right where 
the fish are. If the water wasn’t as clear 
he’d shorten the distance between the two 
nymphs, but in clear water this 10-foot 
gap reduces the risk of spooking trout. 

It’s clear that today is about picking off 
pods of fish and not to be so engrossed in 
what’s going on directly in front of you. 

Read the signs
Locating fish is a huge part of the battle, so 
learn to read the signs. If a cormorant pops 

up from beneath the wa
there’s obviously no fish t
one pops up and then sw
along munching away o
down again, set up a dri
that area. Similarly, wat
for gulls and other birds
f lying low to the water. 
These are hoovering up
buzzers hatching off. Fi
are sure to be feeding on t
pupa beneath. 

Fluorocarbon 
Iain doesn’t switch to 
copolymer leader when
fishing dries, he sticks w
the 8.5lb G5 f luorocarbon u
for his FAB/Cruncher set
His f lies aren’t on the wa
for more than five or six 
seconds and, being cast n
more than several yards 
from the boat, it’s a quick
lift off before targeting 
another riser. The 
f luorocarbon doesn’t hav
time to pull the dries und

The other benefit of cou
is that you have improved
presentation because the

During late 
summer, it’s 
sparse pickings.



Chew Valley
Bristol

Chew Valley
A rich, shallow water averaging 14ft depth 

and opened in 1956. Produces quality trout 

with a brown trout record of 22lb 7oz and a 

14lb 9oz rainbow. Season runs from March 

9 to November 30. 

ADDRESS Woodford Lodge, Chew Stoke, 

Bristol BS40 8XH

CONTACT 01275 332339

WEB www.bristolwaterfisheries.co.uk

EMAIL woodford.lodge@bristolwater.co.uk

 FACTFILE
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f luorocarbon sinks right up to the f ly – 
avoiding the problem of leader on the 
surface. 

CdC - matchman’s disadvantage?
Iain doesn’t like CdC! When competition 
fishing, anglers know when someone’s 
using CdC due to the false casting needed 
to dry the feathers. Instead he uses dries 
with foam in them because they don’t 
need any Gink or Frog’s Fanny f loatant 
application to help them f loat – zero fuss 
and more time fishing. 

Mend line
When fishing dries on reservoirs, any drag 
tends to put off resident fish. Iain solves 
this by casting out and then throwing in a 
short line mend via a circular motion with 
the rod tip. This creates a little slack line 
so the f ly remains static.

“Locating fish is a huge 
part of the battle. So 

learn to read the signs.”

DRY Magic is perfect for 

getting CdC patterns to ride 

high on the surface again and 

it’s what Gareth uses 

everytime. Be sure to wash the 

fly first, dry with a piece of 

kitchen paper and then work in 

a little floatant through the 

feather fibres. Now the fly is

good to go again, sitting proud 

and easily seen on the water.

FISHERMAN’S FRIEND

A look at tackle items with  

a special place in their  

owner’s heartÉ

Keep hold of the fly-line at all 
times, as shown above.

Pull the line back to take up any 
slack line as you slowly drift.

Bunch up the slack line in the 
line hand, as in a figure of eight.

STATIC FLIES IN A CALM
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What’s in
YOUR BOX?

1

3

2

GARETH Jones is a highly-respected competition angler who has 
represented Wales on many occasions, and is also part of the 
successful Nymphomaniacs match team. He also develops fly-lines 
for the Airflo tackle company and loves fishing nymphs and dry flies 
at Chew and Blagdon. Below, he shares some of the stories behind 
the patterns he uses.  

1 Claret Hopper
One of my ‘go to’ patterns and one I would never want to be without, 
no matter which reservoir I’m fishing. The darkest claret colour 
gives a really good silhouette and the seal’s fur fibres glow with a 
hint of red giving that all-important illusion of life, which is just so 
deadly. Can be fished dry or as a pulled wet, making it a great 
all-rounder and ideal when fishing competitions because it saves 
time as you don’t have to change tactics. 

2 CdC Flat Back
As age catches up with us all, the ability to see small specs of dust on 
the water’s surface can become difficult. When fishing dries, I’m 
always scanning the water looking for any signs of moving fish. So 
the dark CdC wing is a great visual aid when locating my flies – it 
helps me to scan back to the other dries. Just one Flat Back on the 
cast is enough and any rises close to this target are usually for one of 
your other flies, so set the hook!

3 Hanging CdC Snail
I believe that this is a Paul Canning pattern that uses the hook shank 
to place the snail about half-an-inch below the surface and keeps it 
there. Snail-feeding trout will look dead ahead and not really want 
to break the surface for a fly riding too high. But this subtle 
presentation can often unlock some very tricky fish. 

Gareth Jones focuses on some of the deadly patterns in his fly box…

TACTICS RESERVOIRS



scierra.com   |   facebook.com/scierraflyfishing   |   youtube.com/scierraflyfishing   |   The difference between a good day and a great day!

Designed for UK stillwater trout fishing, in cooperation with our British Pro Staff  Members Russell Owen (world champion) Phil Dixon (English 

national champion) and the team at Scierra Pairs. The rods in this series are made to handle teams of  flies, heavy winds, sinking lines, long 

casts while retaining the finesse to be able to handle fish close in on lighter tippets. The SRX V2 range of  rods covers all aspects of  UK 

Stillwater fishing with the larger sizes being powerful enough to handle any conditions or methods on the largest reservoirs while the shorter 

lengths are perfect for closer range fishing on our smaller still waters. In short the new range SRX V2 is Stillwater Perfection.

Available in  9í #5  -  9í6 #6  -  9í6 #7  -  10î #7  -  10î #8 Prices from £109.99

ìPerformed 

exceptionally well and 

coped admirably with 

everything I threw itî 

Robbie Winram

SRX V2

Stillwater perfection

singlehand / 4 sections

ìOutrageously good 

for the priceî 

Al Owen



Popper Hopper
Hook: Size 10-14 dry fly

Thread: Black

Tag & Rib: Pearl tinsel

Body: Claret seal’s fur dubbing 

Legs: Knotted pheasant tail fibres

Hackle: Dark furnace

Collar: Claret or purple seal’s fur

Popper: Booby cord

TACTICS SMALL WATERS

Words: Jonathan Tomlinson

Pictures: Peter Gathercole

Foam up
YOUR DRIES

Jonathan Tomlinson switches from small dries to  
large Poppers to tempt the fish up ...



Ethafoam 
Shipman’s

Hook: Size 10-16 dry fly

Thread: Black

Rib: Pearl mylar tinsel

Body: Black seal’s fur 

Breathers: White ethafoam front 

and rear

Bob’s Bits
Hook: Size 10-16 dry fly

Thread: Black

Rib: Clear mono or black thread

Body: Black seal’s fur dubbed 

Wing: White calf tail or similar

Hackle: Black cock hackle
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TACTICS SMALL WATERS

S
CALING down your leader 
strength to get dry f ly takes 
during late summer conditions is 
the norm. But you always run the 
risk of breakages or ‘pinging off ’ 

on the strike, particularly when fishing at 
close range. 

There’s always a trade-off and this, 
I suppose, is when our angling skills 
are really put to the test. Hooking and 
playing a strong fish on light tippets is 
always difficult – sometimes it works 
and sometimes it doesn’t. Even the best 
anglers experience break-offs!

This is exactly what happened to me on a 
recent session at Hay wards Farm fishery 
in Berkshire. The water was just cooling 
down after summer temperatures that 
reached 23 degrees! As is the case almost 
every where, the fishing had been tough, 
but with the water now on the turn and 
cooler temperatures in the offing I thought 
I’d try my luck. It’s still hot mind you!

A boat to search the water

Taking the boat out, conditions are calm. 
Occasional fish rise in the clear water so I 
know they’re not too far down. Casts have 
to be accurate because a fish lying quite 
shallow in the water has a narrow window 
of vision and you have to cast so that the 
f ly lands on its nose, otherwise it won’t 
notice it. 

They’re sipping in small buzzers 
emerging through the surface film so I set 
up with a small Bob’s Bits on the point and 
an equally small Ethafoam Shipman’s on 
the dropper. Both these patterns sit low in 
the water. I’ve a nine-foot tapered leader 
to the dropper and then a further nine feet 
of 6lb Frog Hair copolymer to the point f ly. 

I cast out and impart just a very small 
amount of movement to give the 
impression of a small buzzer struggling to 
break free of the surface. Not too much 
movement because that will sink the f ly. I 
want just enough to twitch the dry ever so 
slightly so I apply a tiny pull on the 
f ly-line…that’s all. 

Keep your dries 
afloat and you should 
continue to get takes.

DON’T TIE? 
THEN BUY...

FLASH Attack Flies offer a good range of 

Popper Hopper type patterns priced from 

99p, including the UV Claret Foamhead 

Hopper (99p) and the Yellow Suspender 

Hopper, at £1.05. For orders call 07921 

335197, email: craig@flashattackflies.com 

or visit Craig Barr’s website 

www.flashattackflies.com
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1

2

3

4

5

6

with floatants 
because when 
the wind picks 

up they can get 
pulled under. So 
keep your flies 

buoyant.

Adjust to the 
conditions. If the 
wind increases, 

step up the leader 
breaking strain 

a little while not 
compromising 
presentation.

Always keep your 
eyes open for 

moving fish. Look 
to cover them 

quickly because 
a rising trout 
is normally a 
feeding trout.

Monitor the 
rise forms. A 

head-and-tail rise 
means fish are 
just subsurface 

and ring rises 
mean they’re 

from deep.

Fish lying shallow 
have a smaller 

window of vision 
and accurate 

casts are needed. 
Deeper-lying fish 

have a larger 
window.

Try to ascertain 
a rising trout’s 

direction of 
movement so 

that you can cast 
ahead of it. Trout 
do not have anal 

eyes!

Top 
Tips

To a floating line

copolymer18ft leader

DRY FLY LEADER SET-UPS

9ft tapered
leader, down
to 6.4lb when
calm or 8.2lb
when windy

Popper Hopper
or Shipman’s

small buzzers and virtually anything that 
was f loating on the surface, including 
feathers! But this fish hasn’t been feeding 
on much because there’s not a hell of a lot 
about to be honest, which is typical in late 
summer!

The wind gets up
A slight increase in wind strength means 
it’s hard to see the small dries and given 
that takes have been very delicate indeed, 
takes are even harder to detect now in the 
breeze. I also think that the increase in 

wind strength has knocked the surface 
feeding off somewhat. I’ve a mind to 
change to larger surface f lies to create an 
attractive wake and tempt the fish up, 
while increasing leader strength so that I 
don’t break off anymore. 

Popper Hoppers
With the fish lying not too far down, I opt 
for two Popper Hoppers – a decent 
mouthful for any fish and a pattern that’s 
ideal for creating an attractive surface 
wake. My intention is to annoy them up. 

“I opt for two Popper Hoppers – a decent mouthful for any fish and a pattern 
that’s ideal for creating an attractive surface wake.”

This trout fed on 
anything that was 
on the surface.

As the wind increased, 
Jonathan clipped the 

boat to a buoy.

Break-offs
Remember, I’m fishing a light tippet close 
to the boat. To my horror I hook and ping 
off on three fish in succession – I’m 
kicking myself. It’s not that I’m too sharp 
on the rod lift, it’s because the fish fight so 
hard that a shake of the head is enough to 
break me off. 

I do manage some success though, 
hooking and landing a fish that’s just shy 
of 3.5lb and it too fought hard despite the 
warm water. Spoonings reveal typical 
late-summer feeding – a mixed bag of 



www.troutfisherman.co.uk

TACTICS SMALL WATERS

Haywards Farm
Reading

Haywards FarmHaywardsFarm
The 11-acre Haywards Farm Lake has 

character in the form of bays, reed-fringed 

margins and promontories. Depths vary 

from 3 to 15ft. Managed by the Sportfish 

team. Ideal place to test out rods before 

purchasing from the shop.

ADDRESS Haywards Farm, Theale, 

Reading, Berkshire RG7 4AS

CONTACT 0118 930 3860

WEB www.gamefishingcentre.co.uk

 FACTFILE

HaywardsFarm

POWERFLEX is my go to leader, 

along with Riverge. It has great

knot strength, thin diameter 

and excellent value coming in 

110yd spools, which click 

together so I can stack certain 

types and not lose them. 

Powerflex tapered leaders 

offer superb turnover, 

essential when using long 

leaders in a calm. Frog Hair 

copolymer is supple and great 

for dries.

FISHERMAN’S FRIEND

A look at tackle items with  

a special place in their  

owner’s heartÉ

expect the weather to cool off pretty fast 
over the next few weeks, unless we get an 
Indian summer with soaring September 
temperatures. 

Aerators
Hay wards Farm now has two aerators and 
both are working today. They help to keep 
the water fresh and cool. When water 
temperatures are very high, say 23 
degrees, there’s a debate over whether 
these machines actually increase oxygen 
levels because water at 23 degrees has very 

little capacity to hold much oxygen. But 
there’s no doubt that in temperatures 
lower than this they do seem to work. 

Future stocking policy
As water temperatures fall, Hay wards 
Farm will introduce more browns, 
rainbows, blues and there’s even the 
occasional rogue golden trout! Expect 
plenty of near doubles and specimens 
possibly up to 20lb. There are many 
doubles still left of the 40 stocked earlier 
in the year. 

“As water temperatures fall, Hayward’s Farm will introduce more browns, 
rainbows, blues and there’s even the occasional rogue golden trout!”

Leader is stepped up to 8.2lb Rio  
Powerf lex with the same f ly spacings as 
the previous set-up. 

The wind ripples the water and I cast the 
new set-up and retrieve it back so that the 
Poppers create that enticing ‘V’ wake on 
the surface. It’s not long before a lean but 
well-conditioned rainbow latches on, the 
bow wave bulges water behind the f ly 
before the fish finally takes. 

Another fish brings my total to three for 
the day, which is not bad given the 
conditions. But it’s still tough going. I 

Below: The Ethafoam 
Shipman’s scored in a 
calm with the Popper 
Hopper (inset) doing 
well in the wind.

Hayward’s Farm late
summer rainbows are
slender with full fins.
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TACTICS MEDIUM-SIZE WATERS

Words & pictures: Jeffrey Prest

Sinking to
THEIR LEVEL

Top-of-the-water and underwater are millimetres apart, yet targeting the  
right zone can make a world of difference in your fishing, as Drew Dickson

found on Watch Reservoir...
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O
NE of the great advertising 
masterstrokes occurred in 
1962.

Routinely second-best to 
Hertz in the car rental market, 

Avis turned to its advertising agency, 
which brilliantly transformed this 
negative into a positive. ‘When you’re only 
No. 2, you try harder. Or else’ became the ’
company’s new slogan.

Within 12 months, Avis was reporting its 
first profitable year in more than a decade. 
In three years, the market-share gap 
between the two firms shrank by more 
than 50 per cent, and dismayed Hertz 
executives took cold comfort from the 
possibility that the slogan might soon 
have to be ditched, as being no longer 
applicable…

Dissenting voice
Sat out in the middle of Watch Reservoir, I 
sense a similar marketing pitch coming on 
as Drew Dickson breaks ranks on the 
extensive adulation enjoyed by Scotland’s 
Lake of Menteith.

“Over-priced, over-fished and over-
rated,” he ref lects, as he waits for one of 
the Watch rainbows circling our boat to 
take his Hawthorn f ly.

Pressed to enlarge on this controversial 
assertion by his wide-eyed boat partner, it 
turns out his beef is not so much with the 
Lake’s fishing, as with the ambience that 
has grown up around Scotland’s principal 
match venue.

“I used to love it but with all the comps 
they have, it’s too heavily fished and it 
seems a place more for catchers than 
fishers, these days,” he explains. “Last 
time I was there, I caught a fish and the 
next thing I knew, I had five boats pulling 
up behind me. There’s no fun in it now…”

Were I employed to market alternative 
Scottish stillwaters, along Avis lines, the 
ad would almost write itself…

“We can’t offer you anything the Lake 
does.

No comps, no pressure, no keeping 
count.

Just relaxation, peace and quiet, and a
the time you need.

Beats us why so many people keep 
coming back...”

With the place to ourselves today, WWith the place to ourselves today, Watch
is undoubtedly living up to this ‘nich
potential. Now run jointly by Kelso apotential. Now run jointly by Kelso and St
Boswells and Newtown Districts AngBoswells and Newtown Districts Angling
Associations, its sole accompanimenAssociations, its sole accompaniment is
the haunting birdsong that swirls arouthe haunting birdsong that swirls around
this shallow basin in the Border hillsthis shallow basin in the Border hills,
heightening the enjoyable sense of 
detachment as we bob in the breeze.

Drew has started off with a single dDrew has started off with a single dry f ly,
which he perseveres with for an houwhich he perseveres with for an hour. He
likes his dry f ly fishing (one day I mi
meet an angler who loathes them and 
much prefers all that lovely deep-water 
action with six-inch lures, but somehow I 
doubt it) but he confines himself to one at 
a time, concerned that any more can put 
fish off should the f lies drift too close 
together.

His restraint appears justified. He’s 
quickly into a fish that wriggles free and
there is no shortage of subsequent offer
but something isn’t quite clicking and 
Drew starts to wonder if he’s up agains
the dreaded ‘coming short’ scenario.

There can be several explanations fo
fish not quite committing to a f ly, ran
from last-second suspicion of a poorl
presented pattern, to an excess of mpresented pattern, to an excess of material
between the base of the hook and th
trout’s mouth, or simply disorienta
caused by the mirror effect at the w
surface. Given our location today, 
however, the theory put forward in Stan 
Headley’s The Loch Fisher’s Bible also e
bears repeating.

Suckered
Headley attributes coming short not to 
hesitation or confusion on the part of the 
trout but to a lack of ‘give’ in the leader. A
the trout attempts to suck water and f ly 

HawthornFly
Hook: Size 12 Kamasan B170

Thread: Black

Body: Black raffene

Wing: Black foam cylinder

Legs: Knotted black pheasant tail fibres 

Hackle: Cock hackle

Hook: Size 12 Kamasan B175

Thread: Black UTC

Body: Natural peaco k qNatural peacock quill

Hotspot: Fire orange 80 Uni thr

Thorax: Tan raf

Cheeks:

Hook:

Body:

Wing: 

Thorax:

Hook: Size 12 Kamasan B175

Thread: Black UTC

Body: l peacock quill

Hotspot: Fire orange 80 Uni thread 

Thorax: Black raffene

Cheeks: Tinsel

Focused on feeding just 
under the surface, it 

took Buzzers to switch 
the fish on in earnest.

Drew’s Watch flies
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DON’T TIE? 
THEN BUY...

FASTMAIL Tackle offer plenty of hotspot 

type Buzzers such as the Epoxy Nymph 

Buzzer Bibio priced 49p and the Epoxy 

Nymph Red Arse Buzzer, also priced 49p. 

There are many other Buzzers incorporating 

hotspots available. For more information 

call Fastmail on 01685 844066.  

Email: sales@fastmailtackle.co.uk or visit 

www.fastmailtackle.co.uk

into its mouth before consuming the 
latter, the f ly stays where it is – the leader 
taut behind it - and the trout’s jaws close 
with the f ly still on the outside. For all 
that anglers like to talk about ‘staying in 
touch’ with their f lies, an inch or two of 
slack towards the end of the tippet may 
prevent this near miss, as well as 
cushioning the harder takes common 
during summer months.

On this occasion, however, Drew 
believes that these are fish reluctant to 
stick their snouts above the surface, so he 
eventually swaps the dry f ly for a lone 
CdC emerger, which he fishes static, like 
the dry. Takes of a motionless f ly are 
usually slow, confident and rarely missed 
by the competent angler, whereas a 
moving target can prompt missteps by the 
fish and even a certain reluctance. As 
two-time World Champion Brian 
Leadbetter wrote of emergers in this 
magazine 24 years ago, “The problem is 
caused by the leader rising to the surface 
when you retrieve, which causes the f ly to 
rise, so the fish has to move faster than 

BUZZER LEADER SET-UP

9ft of 8.5lb
fluorocarbon to
dropper – 12ft
overall

the f ly to take it, and this means it has to 
take in more air when it snaps at the f ly 
than it would if the f ly were stationary. 
Fish don’t seem to like this and I believe 
this is the reason we get so many false 
takes when we move surface f lies with 
f loating lines.”

Again, there is an early hook-up on 
Drew’s emerger, only for the fish to break 
free within a few seconds, and there 
follows another maddening spell of 
half-hearted, short-lived connections, 
which ultimately persuade him that for all 
that we’re seeing numerous fins above the 
water, this is one of those days when the 
actual feeding is going on exclusively 
beneath it.

Specifics
For all that trout can be ‘impressionistic’ 
in outlook, happy to take a f ly that gives 
the vague impression of being nutrition 
without replicating any particular insect, 
they can at other times be most pernickety 
in their demands. If they want a f ly on the n
surface, for example, anything partially

“As the trout attempts to suck water and fly into 
its mouth...the fly stays where it is...and the trout’s 
jaws close with the fly still on the outside.”

Drew Dickson works the
Watch shallows for a
brief spell.

No oar slippage when 
they’re bolted in place. 
A boon for rowers.
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Watch

upon-Tweed

Watch Water FisheryWatchWaterFishery
Situated 900ft above sea level, Watch 

offers 120 acres of boat fishing (13 boats 

available) and bank fishing around its 

two-mile perimeter, all amid delightful 

Borders scenery. Toilets and 

refreshments available at the lodge.  

ADDRESS Longformacus, Near Duns  

TD11 3PG

CONTACT 01835 822 650

WEB www.thewatchwaterfishery.co.uk

EMAIL thewatchwaterfishery@gmail.com

OPEN Rainbow trout: March 18-October 31; 

brown trout – March 15-September 30. 

9am-5pm (also 6pm-10pm in summer)

PRICE RANGE £10-£25, boats £5 (C&R 

option available)

 FACTFILE

“As an American guide once put it - ‘He didn’t like 
the fly the first time, on a good cast. What makes 
you think he’s going to change his mind?’”

The lodge at Watch Reservoir.

TACTICS MEDIUM-SIZE WATERS

embedded in the surface is routinely in
snubbed. So rigorous can these 
requirements be that expert anglers don’t 
waste much time trying to coax a change 
of heart. As a rule of thumb, you can 
dismiss one aborted rise to your f ly as an 
aberration, but if you get a second, it’s 
time to change something. If you’re happy 
that your presentation first time around 
was f lawless, you might not even want to 
wait that long before changing f ly size or 
pattern. As an American guide once put it 
– “He didn’t like that f ly the first time, on 
a good cast. What makes you think he’s 
going to change his mind?”     

So Drew goes wholly sub-surface now; 
two hotspot Buzzers, one black and one 
tan, placed three feet apart on a no-

WHAT A DRAGÉ
Forgetting his drogue on this occasion 

meant a busy day on the oars for Drew 

Dickson, prompting us to ask two TF

contributors if there was any makeshift 

alternative for the boat angler who’s guilty 

of a similar omission.

“If buying a replacement at the fishery 

is just too painful, and anchoring isn’t an 

option, go to the bank at the top of the wind, 

as it will be much calmer there and the boat

will drift much more slowly,” Rob Edmunds 

advises.

“Otherwise, see if you can cobble together a 

makeshift drogue. You could use the anchor 

rope (cut off the anchor) and try and find a 

large piece of material like hessian sack, or

a bucket, plastic water butt etc. Anything 

that will slow the speed of the boat down.

A 20-litre plastic container is good but a 

bugger to pull in at the end of the drift, I have

done it, though, and it works.”

Fred Bainbridge adds that, “You could throw 

out the anchor but only so far that it doesn’t 

set fully but drags across the bottom, 

slowing you a little. I wouldn’t advise doing 

this in a strong wind, though, because if the

anchor fully grips the bottom and stops 

the boat dead, you could find yourself in 

difficulty.”

nonsense leader of 8.5lb.
If all those finning fish lapping our boat 

initially sent out a false signal, they do at 
least provide a useful parameter for 
Drew’s presentation, which he keeps 
between him and the fish. Slap the water 
with your line as you cast beyond them, 
and you might get away with it if the 
circling fish are stockies, but not if they 
are anything bigger and wiser. So Drew 
goes a little shorter, lands the nymphs 
softly within the fishes’ field of vision, 
pauses, and then begins a very slow 
figure-of-eight retrieve. 

It is the turning point. A series of much 
more emphatic takes follows, resulting in 
a nice combination of rainbows and blue 
trout coming aboard. 

Some nice blues 
complement the 

rainbows at Watch.
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PRICE MATCH

PROMISE
IN STORE AND ONLINE

Terms and conditions apply.
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Materials:
Cactus Chenile
TT Chenile
Super Stretch
Copper Wire
Gold Wire
Oval Silver
Olive Uni-thread
Black Uni-thread
Uni Tinsel
Pearl Lurex
Holo Tinsel
Mixed Peacock herl £49.99
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Mixed marabou
Cellire Varnish
Brown partridge
Jungle cock subs
Glo-brite floss
Antron dubbing
G. Pheasant tippet
Lead strip
Hare’s ears
Multi yarn
Mixed floss
Teal flank
Mixed cock hackle

Seals fur subs
Cock & Hen Pheasant tail
Deer hair
Mixed beads

Mixed Kamasan 
hooks
Glister
Beginner’s Booklet
Wax

Tools:
Midge vice
Scissors
Bobbin holder
Dubbing needle
Bobbin threader
Whip finish tool
Hackle pliers
Storage box
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* Contents may vary due to availability ��Z�7DEOH�/DPS
The OttLight 18w Table 

Lamp offers powerful 

illumination and total 

flexibility. Ideal for tying 

on tables, countertops 

and work benches.

0DJQXV�9LFH
The Magnus Vice from Stillwater features 

a strong lever action and smooth rotating 

barrel. The strong, reliable jaws hold hooks 

from #22 right up to #1/0 securely, making 

it ideal for everything from Caenis and 

Midge patterns right up to Salmon fl ies.

• Available in a clamp or pedestal models

• All metal construction

• Cam lever operated

• 360 degree rotating function

•  Adjustable head angle

£69.99
Our Price

RRP: £89.99

1(:

6SLNHU�%X]]HU�6KLPS�&DGGLV

GLASGOW: 0141 212 8880

EDINBURGH: 0131 202 6351

WEB: FISHINGMEGASTORE.COM
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These beautifully marked feathers are exceptional 
for tails, wings and hackles. Coq De Leon feathers 
are available in a variety of main feather colouration, 
with the signature speckle and sheen on top.
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Jumbo gland feathers taken from a Goose with 

fl oating qualities similar to that of Duck CDC - only 

bigger! Use it for winging, hackling, parachute posts, 

chop up for dubbing, make big indicators from it, the 

list is endless. Natural colour only. 2g per pack.
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)9(����$. 5XVW

)9(����$/ <HOORZ £2.75

As used by Davie McPhail! A fi ne multi-strand 

iridescent thread which can be used for tying complete 

buzzers or ribbing small nymphs and dry fl ies.
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Long shank tying double - slightly curved. Beautiful looking hook for most styles.

•  Chemically sharpened - micro barbed

•  5 hooks per pack
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)$+����$$ �

)$+����$% �

)$+����$& �� £6.99
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+RPH�5XQ�+5������7\LQJ�'RXEOH�
A relatively short shanked HR tying double. Perfect for those compact small doubles.

•  Chemically sharpened

•  5 hooks per pack
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��Z�&ODPS�

The 22w Clamp Magnifier 

brings the best in OttLite 

illumination combined 

with an optical-grade 

magnifier. 

£94.99
)9(����$$ 1(:

/LJKW�	�0DJQL¿�HU

)UHHVWDQGLQJ�0DJQL¿�HU
The Freestanding Magnifier 

delivers hands-free viewing 

and up to 5x optical-grade 

magnification.

£34.99
)9(����$$

1(: 1(:

/('�&OLS�2Q�

Optical-grade magnification 

with 360 degree OttLite LED 

Illumination helps you see 

details of the fly you are 

tying ultra clearly. 

£59.99
)9(����$$

/LJKW�DQG�0DJQL¿�HU

1(:
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The Winner
Lianne Frost s

a victorious En

team that was

powered by fin

performance s

from debutantes

Andrea Smith and Gwyneth Mooney, who 

accounted for a third of the team’s catch 

between them, and by some masterly 

improvisation by fly-tyers Mark McLeod and 

Chris Bobby. Providing an object lesson for

all of us in fishing the day’s final cast just 

as carefully as you did the first, Gwyneth 

took the decisive fish in the match’s last five

minutes, in the shadow of the lodge. As they

say in women’s sport everywhere, it ain’t

over ‘til the fat bloke sings…

“Two of our team are based in Ireland and

Maggie Curtis, my vice-captain, was one

of those who fished this competition when 

Melvin last hosted it , so we weren’t coming

into it completely ‘cold’.

My first impressions were how beautiful it

is but we knew matchday conditions would 

be rough, so we focused on everyone being

comfortable, having faith in their flies and

short-line fishing in windy conditions.

The difference in approaches surprised 

me – one minute you’re fishing deep water

and the next fishing the shallows.

On the day, we got everyone to spread

out rather than try and identify a hotspot

and it paid off because we had fish across

different areas. The wind made it a pulling

day, so we went with traditional local flies,

although we hadn’t got the materials to

produce exact copies, so Mark and Chris did

a great job tying some derivations which 

they christened the Baboon [Dabbler] and 

the Woodpecker [Mayfly]…

The team coped well with the conditions.

While the waves over there are a bit bigger

than we’re used to, so are the boats and

engines, so we felt very comfortable.

Abiding memory apart from the win, was the

joy of fishing for wild rather than stocked

fish. They are SO fast…”

TACTICS LOUGH MELVIN

E ’s

d (variant)
Hook: Size 8-10 Kamasan B170

Silk: Black

Tail: Golden pheasant tippet dyed hot oraGolden pheasant tippet dyed hot orange

Rib: Oval gold tinsel

Body: Golden olive dyed seal’s fur or sub

Body hackles: Blood red and golden olive d

cock hackles palmered down body togethecock hackles palmered down body together

Beard hackle: Blue jay

Underwing: Built wing of green (top), yellow 

(middle) and red (bottom) dyed swan or goose 

wing slips 

Overwing: Woodcock or grouse wing quill

Pearly Dabbler
Hook: Size 8-10 Kamasan B170 medium weight

Thread: Black

Tail: Cock pheasant tail fibres

Rib: Fine silver wire

Body: Pearly mylar over black silk

Body hackle: Natural red game palmered  

down the body

Head hackle: Natural red game hackl

tied lotied long

Wing: BBronze mallard tied as a cloak,

top half only

Lough Melvin flies
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The Kingsmill
Lough Melvin was the testbed for this fly, 

a creation of T. C. Kingsmill Moore, Irish

r of the classic angling book, A Man

sh. Golden pheasant topping liningh

dge of the wing, creates a decisive

 effect. Unsure whether he’d created

e or a fly, Kingsmill-Moore felt it could

ken for a black beetle. A large version is

effective in windy conditions.

The Dabbler
Some controversy over who designed this

980s pattern, we hear, but that’s a story for

another day. Melvin again, though, was the

‘laboratory’. A chunky fly that promises a 

good meal, its long fibres twist in the waves, 

suggesting a helpless insect.

The Regular
Madeleine (Maddy)

Kelly earnt her 20th

Irish cap at Melvin, 

a venue she 

has fished for 

some 30 years. If 

her admission to “loving” the conditions  

suggests hardiness bordering on 

masochism, you should know that this 

is a woman used to driving from Belfast 

to Melvin at the height of the Troubles, a 

journey that involved negotiating three 

checkpoints and several roads that had 

been helpfully blown up by the Army…

“The Sonaghan are unique to Melvin, while

gillaroo are found here and in several other 

Irish loughs.

I think gillaroo have double the loveliness

of a brownie, with big dots and buttery

bellies. They’re mostly shore-feeding fish, 

feeding on what’s under rocks. They like

windy days here as much as I do, because the

smaller rocks and stones get moved around!

Using floating or intermediate line, you

fish for them in shallows, right to the edge

of the water, where they’re likely to have

their heads down and tails up, yet you don’t

have to be ‘buggy’ with your flies; just strip

brightly-coloured patterns past them, like

a Gorgeous George. These are Irish trout,

don’t forget – they haven’t read the books…

Sonaghan feed on plankton out in the

middle. They’ve had a quiet year so far but

normally switch on between March and May,

when they’ve moved from Kinlough into 

the main lough, Just drift and find what’s

catching them: some days it will need lures

on Di-7 lines but usually it’s a floater or

intermediate line because these fish will

come up and, plankton aside, they still go for

insects. I’ve caught a lot on a copper-headed

Bibio or a Raymond – a Bumble-type fly.

Brown trout tend to be found somewhere

between the gillaroo and the sonaghan.

Use traditional flies for them – Kate Moss,

Black Pennell, Bibios, and natural patterns 

if fishing dries, such as Hawthorns or

Daddies. And don’t forget our local flies, The

Kingsmill and the Dabbler.”

Hook: Size 12 or 14 Kam

weight   

Thread: Black. 

Tag: Red holographic tinsel   

Tail: Hot orange dyed golden pheasant t

Rib: Oval gold tinsel   

Body: Black dyed ostrich her

Hackle: Black dyed hen or cock spa

Wing: Black crow wing slips with h

dyed topping over 

Cheeks: Small jungle cock e

Doc’s Olive Octopus
Hook: Size 10-12

Thread: Black

Tail: Fluo green yarn

Tag: Gold tinsel

Body: Golden olive seal’s fur

Body hackle: G lden olive cock hackle

Hackle: k hackleGreen cock hackle

Throat hackle: s two 

LOCAL HEROES



An approach with a 
difference to the main 

body of the lough.
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The Boatman
He’s the boatman the

all ask for here, we 

were told. Make 

sure you talk to 

Freddie Steele...

Forty-eight 

years fishing a place earns you that kind

of reputation. Now a retired fireplace 

manufacturer, the former Irish captain can 

focus on his favourite element – water; his 

love for Lough Melvin measured by the 200-

mile round trip it involves from his home in

County Down, three times a week…

“All the boatmen said afterwards that

the women had done very well in those

conditions. The brownies here usually like a

bit of wind and a wave but when it’s that bad,

it just sends all the fish down.

The best times to fish here, I’d say, are late

March and April for the duck fly, June for

mayfly and then September.

It’s a drifting lough for boat anglers

because most places are just too deep for an

anchor. The depth also means that you need

to bear in mind the movement of the daphnia

out in the middle. It comes up around 11am to

noon and brings the sonaghan with it and it

comes up again in early evening.

You’re allowed to keep up to six fish in

any one day but any gillaroo have to go

back, which can be tricky because even I

struggle to tell them and brown trout apart

sometimes, so be careful. You tend to find

brownies in six feet of water or deeper.

Don’t skimp on leader strength, either.

Lots of anglers fish no lighter than 10-12lb

and I use 14lb. These fish hit hard and it’s

not unusual to get two takes at once. I

don’t think line spooks them – we even

fish something called the dirty dropper ; a

dropper with a big bushy fly on, just 6in from

the fly-line. It allows you to dibble [move 

across the surface, imitating insects about 

to take off] two flies, rather than just your

top dropper fly, and it still takes fish.”

Lough 
Melvin

Sligo

Lough Melvin
With a trout season from March to 

September 30, Lough Melvin offers bank 

and boat fishing, with jetties at Kinlough 

Pier, Stracomer, Breffni Pier, Dernaseer 

and Garrison. 

PERMITS (1) Gilroys Spar Shop, 18 

Brollagh Road, Garrison, Co Fermanagh 

BT934AE (07725 606588); (2) Lough 

Melvin Holiday Center, Garrison; (3) Melvin 

Tackle and Guiding Services, Main Street, 

Garrison (07871 443304) where Sean 

Maguire also deals with boat hire; (4)

Rossinver Fishery (www.rossinver-fishery.

com) sells fly-only permits for Rossinver 

Bay and Eden Bay on the lough’s 

southernmost corner.

GARRISON & LOUGH MELVIN AA visit 

garrisonandloughmelvinanglersassoc.co.uk

 FACTFILE

Key Drift line

Garrison Bay drift. 
(best in Sept. when 

fish run rivers)

Flanagan’s Bay 
(late season)

School 
House drift

Dolan’s Bay 

Castle 
Island drift

Lough Melvin Drifts
TACTICS LOUGH MELVIN

Telegraph reported as reaching 35mph. 
Anyone treated more charitably by the 
elements when visiting Melvin, however, 
will find the place a treat for the eyes. If 
the shores to the north and east are low 
and unremarkable, ample compensation is 
found on the southern bank, where the 
Leitrim Mountains “throws its dark 
shadow over the deep waters”, in the ”
words of one 19th century writer.

On this occasion, few will have expected 
bumper hauls in such difficult conditions 
and ultimately 15 fish were enough for 
England to take gold, a single fish ahead of 
their hosts, with Scotland’s nine trout 
earning bronze, four fish clear of Wales. 
There was consolation for Ireland’s near 
miss, as Co. Armagh’s Linda Straghan won 
her second Brown Bowl in four years as 
top rod, with three fish for 88cm.

Spare a thought, however, for Scotland’s 
Kathleen Sheppard, who caught her 
first-ever sonaghan and gillaroo, along 

with a stunning 8lb brownie, all on the 
same practice day, making her merely the 
latest in a long line of sportspeople to be 
painfully schooled on the subject of 
peaking too soon…

Once the dust settled on the event, we 
caught up with three of the day’s 
protagonists - one of the victors, one of 
the locals and one of the boatmen - to 
discuss what constitutes a winning 
approach to Lough Melvin. Read their 
views elsewhere in this article.

“...any gillaroo have to go back, which can be 
tricky because even I struggle to tell them and 
brown trout apart sometimes, so be careful...”
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Words & pictures: Russ Symons

Beat the
BLUES

Russ Symons uses Damsel Nymphs to battle  
blue trout at Siblyback Reservoir
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To a sink-tip line

or 14-15ft if calm

RUSS SYMONS’ LEADER SET-UP

9ft tapered
leader

Mini ring

S
IBLYBACK Reservoir is about 20 
miles from where I live in Devon, 
on the other side of the River 
Tamar. Just the other day, as we 
were driving down, my pal Paul 

and I tried to work out how long we’ve 
been fishing ‘Sibly’. 

The first reservoir keeper and bailiff, as 
they were known in those long-ago days, 
was my friend Lawrence Emmett who was 
in charge from when the reservoir opened 
in 1969. South West Water took over from 
the Cornwall Water Board in 1974 so, plus 
or minus a year or two, we’ve fished 
Siblyback for knocking on 50 years. 

To say that it has changed would be an 
understatement. It’s now what is 
euphemistically called a ‘water park’, 
which in real terms means that there’s 
now a cleared, hard path all the way 
around the reservoir for every man and 
his dog to ask if you’ve “caught anything 
yet”, while the dog, which should be on a 
lead, sniffs around your bag to see if there 
is anything to eat. Then, if you’re unlucky, 

it sprinkles something nasty on it!
I must also mention the windsurfers and 

paddle-boarders whose observation of 
the rules leave a lot to be desired when 
they come a tad too close because they 
don’t care. You might well have gathered 
by now that I’m not a fan of these 
multi-use water parks!

Having said all that, Siblyback is still a 
viable fishery if you get there early and 
late in the day, before and after the pretty 
people have graced us with their presence.

Early & late
Early morning at Siblyback Reservoir is 
quiet. Those few hours before the ‘leisure 
activities’ send every fish in the reservoir 
heading for an air raid shelter is the time 
when the fish are up in the water, actively 
feeding. Late evenings can be good as well, 
but for me it’s the mornings. Perhaps it is 
because I’m ‘getting on’ and find myself 
lying awake from the early hours waiting 
for the rest of the world to wake up – much 
better I think to get up and go fishing!

We tramp our way around to the Marsh 
End, which – if you stand in front of the 
Lodge looking at the water – is away to 
your right. That bank, all the way along to 
the trees at Sparrett’s Copse, is a good 
area. There are often fish all the way along 
that bank to the copse; after which the 
going gets a bit rough on that bank. 

If you then follow the path along and 
over the little bridge, it will take you 
around the bank to the bits of the 
reservoir which are least troubled by the 
rubber suits on a plank (see how polite I 
am). It’s a bit of a walk but well worth it.

You can catch fish all season through by 
pulling lures, as you can on most 
reservoirs. But if you want the satisfaction 
of tying f lies and fishing reasonably 
imitatively, then Damsels and Buzzers are 
top of my list at Siblyback.

It’s a Damsel day
Paul fished an intermediate, and I set-up 
with a sink-tip line and a Beadhead 
Damsel to get it down a foot or two. I don’t 

Fish also came 
from Siblyback’s 
east bank near the 
wooded copse .
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Siblyback
Plymouth

Siblyback LakeSiblybackLake
A 140-acre fly fishery on the edge of 

Bodmin Moor. Stocked with rainbows 

averaging 1-2lb with some to 7lb. Catch 

and release option (barbless hooks)..

ADDRESS Siblyback Lake, Near Liskeard, 

Cornwall PL14 6ER

CONTACT 01579 346522

WEB www.swlakestrust.org.uk

SEASON March 4 – October 31 (boat and 

bank fishing); to 30 November (bank only)

 FACTFILE

want to go too deep because there’s the 
occasional fish showing on the top, most 
likely mopping up some buzzers. But, 
what gives the game away to me, is the 
occasional bow wave of a fish high in the 
water homing in on something not far 
under the surface. 

Now, calling on past experience, a 
Damsel Nymph has worked not far down 
with a fast figure-of-eight retrieve, and so 
it does today. What we’re not prepared for 
is that this tactic produces three or four 
blue trout, which hammered into the 
Damsels. After losing a fish to a savage 
take, I up my f luorocarbon leader from 6lb 
to 8lb, which I have to say doesn’t appear 
to make that much difference to the 
number of takes.

We also take several browns on the 
Damsels, but they’re small and are very 
carefully returned. 

I think South West Lakes Trust have 
increased the number of brown trout 
stocked, which is interesting, especially 
considering the fact that Siblyback often 
has some sensational late-season fishing 
to daddies and very dark sedgy type files. 

Gramp’s Green Ass fly
Another pattern that works exceptionally 
well at Siblyback is the Gramp’s Green 
Ass, a close cousin of today’s Cormorant. 

All those years ago in the early 1970s we 
bought fibatube blanks from the Hardy 
factory and built our own f ly rods and 
plastic covered f ly-lines. I used to fish 
Friday evenings after work at Siblyback. 
Every time I went along the south bank 

SiblybackLake

Damselflies
Damselflies (suborder Zygoptera) are much a

more delicate in their appearance than the

fierce-looking dragonfly. Their scientific 

name is derived from their wing base shape, 

zygo meaning ‘yoked’. The damsel’s wings 

are more ‘necked’ or yoked than most other 

aquatic insects.

The mature nymphs begin to move to 

the shoreline as it warms up in the spring, 

crawling up reed stems and other aquatic 

plants. The nymphal skin splits and the air-

breathing adult emerges. This emergence 

can take up to six hours to complete and 

within a day their wings will inflate and life

as a flying insect begins.

TROUT LOVE THEM

What makes the damsel nymph so 

important to the angler is that from early 

season through till late summer it can

provide an important part of the trout’s diet.

The damsel has three stages of 

development – egg, nymph and adult winged 

insect. Living as nymphs for between one 

and two years they spend their last spring 

and summer as adult flying insects. 

Adult damsels live and mate on 

stillwaters or very slow-moving rivers or

streams. When the eggs hatch the tiny

damsel nymphs scatter throughout the 

aquatic vegetation, when they feed on 

midge larvae and water fleas. 

This nymphal part of the damsel’s life is 

totally aquatic, normally it spends its time 

well hidden amongst the vegetation and 

detritus on the bottom. But when the time 

comes to go ashore and make the change 

from an aquatic insect to a flying adult, 

the nymphs swim ashore to the bankside 

vegetation in large numbers, often 

covering bankside reeds and vegetation 

with emergent blue-bodied adult insects 

spreading their wings to dry in the sun.

HOW TO FISH DAMSELS

It is then that a good nymph imitation fished 

with a jerky figure-of-eight retrieve from a 

floating line will result in some arm-jarring

takes as the trout actively hunt the shore-

bound nymphs.

An essential facet of a good Damsel 

imitation is that the fly uses highly-mobile 

materials such as marabou to imitate the

sinuous movement of the natural.

Colours are usually various shades of olive

through bright green, although they can be 

shades of brown through to almost black,

depending on their natural habitat.

toward Stocky Bay, I’d encounter an older 
gent who would answer to the name of 
‘Gramps’. He had a f ly which lives on in 
Westcountry legend, known as Gramp’s 
Green Ass, a sort of nymph/mini lure 
hybrid that bears more than a passing 
resemblance to the f ly we now call the 
Cormorant. 

The story goes that Gramp’s f ly was the 
inspiration for the Viva, a pattern devised 
by Victor Furse who drove down to holiday 
in East Cornwall in his Vauxhall Viva! 

The Gramp’s Green Ass f ly still works as 
well today as it ever did. 

“What we’re not prepared for is that this tactic 
produces three or four blue trout, which 
hammered into the Damsels.”

Gramp’s Green Ass
Hook: Size 8-10 Kamasan B175 

Thread: Black

Tail: Originally green wool. I use 

Glo-Brite No.12 these days

Rib: Silver wire

Body: 3 or 4 strands  

of peacock herl

Overwing: Black marabou

Cheeks: Jungle cock splits

Rainbow caught at Stocky 
Bay on the Gramp’s Green 

Ass fly. INSET: A beadhead 
beetle nymph also works 

well at Siblyback.

Book your guide
Nick Hart is one of the most experienced

guides in the UK and offers fly casting, 

courses and guided flyfishing on 

stillwater and river. Find out more at

www.nickhartflyfishing.com or call 

Nick on 01398 323008.
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O
UR reservoirs have low water 
after the summer drawdown, 
leaving the bankside 
weedbeds exposed. Lurking 
within is an abundant 

menu of trout food that will help fish 
maintain condition into and over the 
winter. These primarily include corixa, 
snail and fry. 

So, the good news is that with stealth, 
stout tackle and even a modest cast you 
can catch a season’s-best trout!

Corixa
Otherwise known as the lesser water 
boatman these tough little insects 
often gather in huge numbers around 
the weed. They’re quite unique in that 
they swim to the surface to gather an 
air bubble and then remain subsurface 
for as long as possible before 
replenishing their oxygen supply once 
more. Obviously, this movement up and 
down in the water column leaves them 
vulnerable to fish predation. And 
they’re a tasty protein-packed morsel. 

Anglers can use close-copy imitations 

Critters
in the weed
TF highlights the trout food lurking in the autumn weedbeds

but any suggestive nymph such as a 
Hare’s Ear or Diawl Bach will suffice. 

Snails
Fish feeding on freshwater snails can 
literally rattle when held by anglers 
after capture. Fish hoover them up at 
this time of year because they are full of 
protein and very easy to hunt. Snails 
will migrate around a lake or cling to 
weed – either way there’s not much 
effort involved to feed on them. See the 
next feature at Eskragh Lough where 
Campbell Baird had a great day 
catching snail feeders. Patterns include 
Black & Peacock Spider, Russ Dyer’s 
Snail ‘em and Shuttlecock CdC. 

Fry
We shall cover fry in more detail in the 
next issue but anglers often use a 
Floating Fry pattern with nymphs 
suspended beneath fished close to 
weedbeds. This set-up covers all the 
options – fry, corixa and snail. Fry 
gather close to any cover or structure, 
which obviously includes weed.

Weedbed wonders

Hook: Size 12-14 Partridge spider hoo

Thread: Black 6/0

Body: Peacock herl or peacock Ice Du

Hackle: Black hen

CdC Shuttle Corixa
Hook: e 14-16 Kamasan B170

Thread: s 16/0 brown

Shellback: ntre tail  

Body: 

Shuttlecock:

yFloatingFry
Hook: Size 6-12, 2X longshank 

Thread: Yellow 6/0 

Tail and fins: Pearl Flashabou or similar 

Body: Olive and orange Orvis Ice dubbing 

Back and head: Ethafoam
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DON’T TIE? 
THEN BUY...

plenty of patterns 

imitating weedbed 

critters. The 

Corixa sets are 

priced 83p based 

on a pack of 12 

including the 

Silver Corixa (code 

3498), Chomper 

(835) along with 

many weighted versions. Similarly priced are 

Snails (998) and Floating Fry (2138). 

For more information and orders visit 

www.fish4flies.com

FOCUS ONHow to cope with specific problemsin a session

Pearly Corixa
Hook: Size 14-16 Partridge Flashpoint TDH

Thread: Tan 8/0

Weight (opt’l): Fine flat lead

Body: 

Shellback and paddles:

Head: 

Hook: 

sproat or Kamasan 160sproat or Kamasan 160

Thread: UTC olive or dark brown

Underbody: 8-10 turns of small to  

medium fine lead wire 

Body: Booby foam (5mm-7mm) in white,  

yellow, olive or black

l th Hard As Nails and colour with pensCoat with Hard As Nails and colour with pens

Suspender Corixa
Hook: Size 12-14 grub

Thread: Brown

Tag: Fine silver wire

Rib: Fine silver wire

Shellback: Brown raffia

Body: Natural seal’s fur

Post: 

Roach fry.
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FOCUS ON SNAILS

Words & pictures: Jeffrey Prest

Fishing at a 
snails’ place

It’s the water Campbell Baird heads for when he’s preparing for somewhere else. 
When fish hit Eskragh Lough’s snails like this, though, we wonder if you actually  

need anywhere else…
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Promising signs in the 
weedy margins...

FOCUS ON SNAILS

F
OR all that fisheries like to wax 
lyrical about their rich and 
varied insect life, sometimes 
it comes down to just one 
thing. One mundane, ugly 

critter; devoured in such numbers as to 
metamorphose into solid, handsome trout 
guaranteed to make anyone’s day ticket 
money well spent.

When that one thing happens to be the 
humble snail, there is a double dividend 
for its predators. Incapable of out-running 
anything that isn’t dead, snails offer trout 
abundant protein and weight-gain, while 
demanding minimum expenditure of 
energy. The combination is irresistible.

Lough Eskragh, surrounded by fields in 
Northern Ireland’s County Tyrone, is 
hardly bug-deprived but when an upper 
stocking limt of 4.5lb sometimes 
translates into fish at or around twice that 
size, on a water subject to normal 
day-ticket pressure, you can’t help wonder 
if there’s an X-factor at work. Today, it 
doesn’t take Sherlock Holmes to identify 
it. Campbell Baird will suffice.

“You can often hear snails rattling in the 
belly when you bring a fish on board here,” 
he asures me, “and trying to pass the 

shells can make a right mess of their 
vents…”

If you thought spooning a trout’s 
stomach to verify f ly selection wasn’t 
terribly savoury, wait until you’ve had to 
nod approvingly as Campbell Baird offers 
up a swollen, f lorid fish anus for 
examination.

No pain, no gain
Whatever the discomfort of such ‘piscine 
piles’, however, it seems a price worth 
paying, for there are some waters where 
trout in summertime lock onto snails 
almost exclusively for long periods. If you 
start seeing bleached snail shells on the 
downwind shore at your local fishery, 
you’ll know this love affair has been 
renewed in earnest. 

There’s a caenis-like quality in the 
fixation, not least because on some waters 
(not so much on Eskragh) snails can go on 
the move in such numbers that the 
angler’s imitative offering is lost amid the 
mass migration.

What prompts that move may be partly a 
reproductive urge, and partly the need for 
more oxygenated water near the surface 
during the dog days of summer. One 
advantage of the slow stampede, though, 
is that fish can become so intent on 
feasting upon it that it requires some 
seriously ham-fisted presentation to 
spook a swim.

“Eskragh’s noted for its snails,” my boat 
partner assures me. “I couldn’t tell you 
what type they are but they’re pea-shaped 
and can be as big as your thumbnail.”

He often sees them moving in open 
water but it’s around the weedbeds that 
fringe parts of the lough where he focuse
his efforts, hoping to profit from snails 
leaving the weed stems en route to thee
great blue beyond.

“I cast to just outside the weeds,” 
Campbell explains. “If I see a decent rise, I
might risk the occasional cast among the 
weeds but only if I’ve got top-of-the-water
f lies on. Anything designed to sink…if it 
doesn’t snag the weed on the way down, 
it’ll be taken by fish that will be deep into 
the weeds before you can react, and you 
won’t stand a chance of getting hook and 
fish out together.”

On the periphery of the weeds, he looks 
for a pattern of rises that suggest a trout 
going around in circles, mopping up snails 
as they break into open water. Trout 
taking snails do so with a pronounced 
head-and-tail rise similar to their action 
when picking off midge pupae, so if your 
snail or nymph patterns aren’t working, at 
least you know what your first 
substitution should be.

As it is, Campbell’s fishing a three-f ly 
set-up from a three-foot midge-tip (see the 
accompanying diagram): two Cruncher 
patterns that are kept aloft by a foam snail 
pattern point f ly. Shorter-than-usual 
droppers and leader keep the f lies nearer 
the surface.

“If the leader’s too long, the point f ly is 
more likely to stay on the surface, whereas 
what I’m after is for it to sink just beneath 

Hook:

Thread: Black

Tail: Grey partridge dyed black

Body: Olive and black ostrich herl

Head hackle: Grey partridge dyed black

Campbell’s snail patterns

To a 3ft mini-tip

CAMPBELL’S ESKRAGH SET-UP

5ft

the surface, where I give it a figure-of-
eight retrieve with a few pauses, to allow 
the point f ly to rise back to near the top,” 
Baird explains

No-loss leader
Leader strength should not be gambled 
with if you’re fishing by a weedbed: once 
you get a fish on, your next job will be to 
muscle it away from the obvious bolthole 
of line-shredding underwater foliage, so 
your leader must be up to the task.

You can drift or anchor at Eskragh but 
Campbell prefers the latter option when 

5ft

Cruncher

15ft of 6-8lb



DRESS REHEARSAL
TF contributors ifTF

they have favourite ‘practice’ waters which 

they feel replicate conditions at the venue 

for an upcoming competition

FRED BAINBRIDGE 

d North Yorkshire)

mon practice for most 

tion anglers. I’ve used 

nfield Lodge to replicate 

Elinor and also Stocks 

Reservoir for Llyn 

Brenig, as those last 

two are both peaty upland reservoirs.

ROB EDMUNDS 

(based Cambridgeshire)

When I’m fishing competitions 

on Welsh waters like Llyn 

Brenig, I usually fish 

Ravensthorpe for two weeks 

beforehand. Both are 

relatively small waters so 

the fish soon wise up to 

‘pulling’ and require a 

little more thought, and on both waters 

they respond well to dries.

Ravensthorpe is well stocked and gives 

me plenty of opportunities to practice the 

dries before heading to Wales.

SCOTT NELLINS 

Northumberland)

ocal stillwaters like 

hope Lough, which is 

o practice for upland 

aters elsewhere and 

lets me practice a 

certain method such 

as dries, so that I can 

get my timing lined up. 

I wanted to fish the River National on the 

Ure this year, as it has a good head of 

grayling that are free-rising and I hoped it 

would put me right for September’s World 

Championships in Slovakia.

If there is no local water that’s similar to 

one where the match is, I’ll go to a location 

where I know I can catch a lot, just to get 

my confidence up! 
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Eskragh Lough
Dungannon

Eskragh LoughEskraghLough
ADDRESS 109 Ballygawley Road 

Dungannon BT70 1TA

CONTACT 07836 540157

EMAIL castlebroadcast@hotmail.com

OPEN All year

PRICES £12-£30. Boat £15. C&R available.

 FACTFILE

Foam Snail
Hook: Size 14

Thread: Black

Body: Black psuedo-hackle

Shell: Black Booby cord

snails are feeding, as it allows him to stay 
close to the all-important weeds. Even if 
you’re targeting trout that have other 
foodstuffs in mind, he says, you won’t go 
far wrong here by simply staying close to 
the edges.

It’s not just the crustacean life that 
brings Campbell to Eskragh. The venue’s 
similarity to Graf ham Water mean that he 
often practices here before heading off to 
compete in matches at the famous 
Cambridgeshire venue. 

“The water generally is spring-fed and 
very clear,” he explains. “One half of the 

lough [the eastern half ] is only around 
three to four feet deep, so it’s good for 
nymph-fishing, while the other half is 
deeper [falling to 40 feet at the lodge end] 
making it good for lure practice. It’s also a 
good dry f ly water.

“I believe it’s only stocked a few times a 
year so it’s no stockie-bashing venue, but 
somewhere that gives you a good chance of 
quality fish. 

“I occasionally bring European anglers 
here if they are training for competitions 
with a lake venue, because not a lot of 
them are used to lakes.” 

“Eskragh’s noted for 
snails. They can be as 

big as your thumbnail.”

DON’T TIE? 
THEN BUY...

IAN’S FLIES supply a 

wide range of 

Standard Crunchers, 

Quill Crunchers along 

with Traffic Light and 

Nemo versions in 

sizes 10, 12 and 14 – all 

priced at 65p. All 

make excellent snail 

imitations and 

suggest all manner of 

aquatic critters found 

around weedbeds. For more information 

about a vast array of other fly patterns visit 

their website 

www.iansflies.com



HOW TO 
ORDER Fax: 0141 331 6340  Email: sales@fishingmegastore.com

Website: http://gac.fishing/00123TF/ 
Or by Post: Glasgow Angling Centre Ltd, Unit 1, The Point, 
29 Saracen St, Glasgow G22 5HT

Tel: 0141 212 8880
Quote ‘Trout Fisherman offer’ 
and code 00123TF.  Please state 
rod size you require.

(* Plus £6.99 p&p. Offer
available while s

ON HARDY 
SHADOW 
RODS
THIS monthTHIS month’s great offer from Glasgow Angling Centre is the Hardy

Shadow flShadow fly rod. Built on a high performance, fast recovering

middle to tip action blank, the rod is the perfect choice whethermiddle to tip action blank, the rod is the perfect choice whether

you are fishing a s

It is available in six models from an 8ft 4wt to a 10ft 8wtIt is available in six models from an 8ft 4wt to a 10ft 8wt

(see panel, right). R(see panel, right). Rods from 8ft through to 9ft 6in have

half wells cork handles, burl whalf wells cork handles, burl wood spacers and double

ring uplocking anodised alloring uplocking anodised alloy reel seats. The others

have a full whave a full wells handle and a fighting butt.

Features of this four-piece rod include: LinedFeatures of this four-piece rod include: Lined

butt guides and hard chrome single leg snakbutt guides and hard chrome single leg snake

intermediates intermediates

blank finish, blank finish, with silver highlights Section

line-up marks 

handle. Supplied in a cloth rod bag andhandle. Supplied in a cloth rod bag and

cloth-co

SAVE 45%
SPECIAL 
READER
OFFER

*

FROM ONLY

£154
MODEL RRP NOW

Hardy Shadow 

8ft, 4wt

£279.99£279.99 £154

Hardy Shadow 

9ft, 8wt

£299.99£299.99 £165

Hardy Shadow 

9ft 6in, 7wt

£299.99£299.99 £165

Hardy Shadow 

10ft, 7wt

£309.99£309.99 £170

Hardy Shadow 

10ft, 8wt

£309.99£309.99 £170



A spotlight on six fisheries to visit this month

Where to fish
AROUND THE   UK
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LAKEDOWN TROUT FISHERY

Fishery
OF THE

Month

1 Lakedown

2 Paper Mill

3 Park Lake

4 Haddo
5 Carsington

6 Draycote

Venues in this issue

L
AKEDOWN lies in a secluded Wealden 

valley with scenic views and an 

abundance of animal and birdlife. 

Created some 30 years ago by actor 

and rock legend Roger Daltrey, its four 

spring-fed lakes cover approximately 26 acres and 

enjoy an abundance of aquatic fly life.

The beneficiaries are rainbow and brown trout, 

enjoying a home which this magazine has 

described as “A visual assault on the senses. 

There can be no prettier fishery in this land.”d

While three of the lakes permit floating and 

sinking lines, the fourth is floating line only, 

fishing dry flies and nymph patterns. Pre-booking 

your fishing is recommended.

Wild brown trout in one lake have come in from 

the feeder stream and range from 8oz to 3lb. All 

are to be released; the only catch-and-release 

permitted at Lakedown.

There are good hatches of alder and hawthorn, 

plenty of sedge and buzzers, the occasional 

mayfly and plenty of daddies in late summer. The 

lakes also boast plenty of damsel and dragonfly 

larvae, along with shrimps and snails. In autumn, 

Lake 4 produces a few roach fry, prompting good 

lure sport.

Single flies no bigger than size 10 are to be fished 

and shooting heads and indicators are prohibited.

Tea, coffee and refreshments are available at 

the lodge, as well as toilets and a comprehensive 

supply of flies and leader.

Corporate bookings are welcome and group or 

individual tuition can be booked (12 people max.) 

with a resident qualified instructor.

FACTFILE

ADDRESS Lakedown Trout Fishery, Swift 

Lane, Broad Oak, Near Heathfield, East Sussex 

TN21 8UX

TEL 01435 883449/07891 817537

WEB www.lakedowntroutfishery.co.uk

EMAIL information@lakedowntroutfishery.

co.uk

OPEN All year, 8am to the closing time posted 

on fishery notice board

PRICE RANGE £25-£45 (cash/cheque only)
A beautiful Lakedown brown trout.



WHERE TO FISH UK WATERS
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PAPERMILL TROUT 
FISHERY & CAFÉ
FORMED in 1994, Papermill has matured into a 

friendly, well-run fishery, just 10 minutes from 

Swansea city centre, geared towards families and 

anglers of all abilities.

The two-acre lake, relatively deep for its size but 

with good water clarity, is trickle-stocked daily 

with fish mainly in the 1lb 8oz to 3lb range but with 

some larger fish, too. 

The fishery record currently stands at 23lb 11oz 

for rainbow and 17lb 11oz for brown trout (all 

browns are to be released). Blue trout are also 

stocked and a catch-and-release ticket is 

available except for midsummer.

Fishing is single fly only - no Boobies or Egg flies

Free tuition is available at weekends and when 

hunger tempts you away from the water, the 

Papermill Cafe serves breakfast until 2pm, as well 

as coffee and tea, sandwiches and rolls. A 

children’s menu is also available.

FACTFILE

ADDRESS Paper Mill Fishery, Fforest-fach, 

Swansea SA5 4NL

TEL 07814 741252

WEB www.papermillfishery.com

EMAIL Infoatpapermill@yahoo.com

OPEN All year; Tuesday-Friday 9am-4pm, 

Saturday-Sunday 8am-4pm. Also 4pm-9pm 

Tuesday-Thursday in summer

PRICE RANGE £18-£24 (catch and release 

option available apart from June-August 

inclusive)

Papermill browns must be released.
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DUNGANNON PARK 

LAKE TROUT FISHERY
A BEAUTIFUL stream-fed lake covering 12-acres, 

situated in a 70-acre public park in Northern 

Ireland, offering boat and bank angling (a 

Wheelyboat is available for disabled anglers).

The site is home to a range of aquatic insects 

and fly life and is regularly stocked with rainbow 

trout. All the usual rainbow trout flies and tactics 

should work. A catch-and-release ticket is 

available.

For those keen to learn how to flyfish, angling 

instruction and boats are available by pre-booking 

and all equipment is supplied. 

A fishing lodge is on hand, providing 

refreshments. Other facilities on-site include a 

fully serviced touring caravan park with hard 

standing pitches and ample space supplied for 

tents, a network of interesting pathway walks, 

tennis courts, childrens’ play area and barbeque 

site, treasure and orienteering trails, for any 

non-anglers with you, who need entertaining while 

you fish!

HADDO TROUT FISHERY
HADDO is situated amid magnificent scenery in 

north-east Scotland. Covering around five acres 

and averaging five foot in depth, the 15-year-old 

fishery offers fishing by rowing boat or float-tube 

only (float-tubes provided, but bring your own 

waders) and stocks rainbow, blue and brown trout 

at a range of sizes that go 

well into double figures.

Five boats serve the loch, 

with a maximum of 10 rods 

permitted on the water at any 

one time. Children’s spinning 

and bait fishing can also be 

arranged.

Refreshments are available 

at the fishing hut, as is a 

barbecue area. Rods may be 

hired and flies and terminal 

equipment are on sale. 

Should the day call for a fly 

you don’t have, there is a 

fly-tying area with equipment 

and materials available.

The loch generally 

operates on a catch and 

release basis, with no bag limits, though a 

rainbow trout in excellent condition could be kept 

for eating at the angler’s discretion.

The largest rainbow caught at Haddo weighed in 

at 18lb 12oz, while the record for most trout 

caught and released in a four-hour session is 51.

Catch and release is encouraged at Haddo.

FACTFILE

ADDRESS 8 Ballynorthland Demesne, 

Dungannon, County Tyrone, Northern Ireland 

BT71 6BT

TEL 02887 728690

EMAIL parks@midulstercouncil.org

OPEN All year

PRICE RANGE £10.50-£20.50

FACTFILE

 Mains of Keithfield, Near Methlick 

Aberdeenshire, Scotland AB41 7HJ

TEL 07894835232/01464 871325

WEB www.haddotroutfishery.co.uk

EMAIL haddofishery@outlook.com

OPEN Daily 9am-6pm (check with fishery for 

open/closing times in winter, or availability of 

early morning and evening sessions in 

summer).

PRICE RANGE £15-£20 (incl. boat/float tube). 

C&R or retain a sub-5lb rainbow for £2 per lb.

Autumn colours at Dungannon Park Lake.



Boat info
Carsington has a 

reputation for fishing 
well all over its 750-acres 

but late season often 
sees Millfields and areas 

south of the Dam Wall 
fishing well, along with 

Upperfields Bay and Fish 
Tail Creek. A drift along 
the north shore along 

Tower Bank and Brown Ale 
Bay also pays off.

In a prevailing westerly 
wind, seek shelter from 
the Dam and the back of 

the islands.

FLIES TO TRY...
from lures to driesfrom lures to dries

The
Dam

Stones 
Islands

Upperfields
Bay

from lures to dries

8

9

1

2
3

5

from lures to dries

6

Valve  
Tower

Millfields

7

Main  
Basin
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WHERE TO FISH ANGLER’S MAP

Our quick guide to the late summer/early autumn boat-fishing hotspots

CARSINGTON

Viva variant

Leggy Bibio



Late season patterns
Hothead Damsels do well along with 

black and green patterns such as Viva and 
Montana. Nymphs such as Crunchers and 

Bibio dries score too, as well as small Black 
or Olive Buzzers. Fry can be hit or miss.

Main Basin
Through the summer 

months, the Main Basin 
is the popular area with 

anglers fishing deep 
to locate the fish. But 

September sees the bays 
coming to the fore once 
again. Much depends on 

the water levels as to 
which areas are fishable.

Tower
Bank

Hall
Wood

Middle
Wood

Fish
Tail
Creek

Sitch
Plantation

4

Shinningford
Creek

Key

Parking

Buoy

No Fishing

Drift line

Sailing Area

Refreshments

Toilets

Fishing Lodge

Tourist Info

First Aid

Public phone

Facilities

Main Basin
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C
ARSINGTON Sports & Leisure 
took over the lease from Severn 
Trent Water several years ago 
and has enjoyed steady growth in 
angler numbers. Their philosophy 

is quality over quantity where stocking is 
concerned with many anglers impressed 
with the silver, full-finned rainbows. The 
water quality is excellent, being quick to 
clear and crystal clear most of the season.

ADDRESS Carsington Sports & Leisure, 

Carsington Water, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1ST

CONTACT 01629 540478

EMAIL enquiries@carsingtonwater.com

WEB www.carsingtonwater.com

PRICES Full day permit £25 (6 fish), half day £20 

(3 fish), boat full day £25, half day/evening £16, 

Wheelyboat £18, half day £12. Other ticket options 

available, see website for details.

SEASON Mid March 18 - October 31

Boat-only Carsington is popular with top anglers.
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WHERE TO FISH RESERVOIRS

DRAYCOTE  GU
Draycote’s Tom Bird focuses on the bank spots ready for this 

TROUTMASTERS FINAL PREVIEW

D
RAYCOTE Water in 
Warwickshire is the new host 
for the Troutmasters Final 2017. 

It’s one of the most popular 
reservoirs in the UK, expertly 

run by Ifor Jones and his top notch team. 
The Final has two three-hour sessions – one 
from the bank and the other from boat. The 

winner is decided on a points system. For 
example, if the same angler wins both his 
sessions he’ll be champion with two points 
(1 + 1 = 2)! Half the finalists fish the bank and 
half boats in the morning, swapping in the 
afternoon. The difference this year is that 
the bank session is divided into five sections. 
Prizes are awarded for each section winner. 

Anglers draw their section before fishing. 
Bank sessions will have 10 anglers in each 

section, the winner awarded 1pt and 10th 
gets 10 points – still in with a chance of 
winning overall. Boat anglers can fish where 
they wish in their session. These rules ensure 
that even if a poor bank section is drawn, 
there’s still a chance of winning the final. 
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  GUIDE
year’s Troutmasters Final

“The bank session is divided into 
five sections with 10 anglers in 

each. Winner gets 1pt, 10th gets 10.”

4 3

2

1

5

Draycote’s bank sections for the Final

TURN THE PAGE FOR HOTSPOTS & FLY PATTERNS
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WHERE TO FISH RESERVOIRS

TOFT BAY
The area in front of the trees is a great holding 

zone for fish due to the excellent buzzer beds 

located here. Use floating lines and size 14 Black 

Buzzers for best results. Quality resident fish 

are found here but you need to be patient and 

get your presentation just right.

CORNFIELD
A bank hotspot all year round. It has a gently 

sloping gradient with good buzzer beds easily 

reached. As the water cools, the fry feeding can 

be excellent as fish push up close to the bank to 

herd the fry. One of the prime spots on the 

reservoir for bank and boat. 

Troutmasters Final

Recommended flies

Section 2

As above, this section has excellent buzzer fishing and fry will gather 

along here towards the end of the season – about the time of the 

Troutmasters final. Same bank profile as the above areas so wading is 

easy and anglers can wade out quite a way. 

SWANS NEST
A shallow water area where 

anglers (especially in the Toft Bay 

part) can wade quite a long way out 

to reach buzzer-feeding fish. But if 

you’re fishing close to the dam 

wall, try Minkies or other fry 

patterns as fry will push up against 

the rocks. Flies include Minkie 

Booby, Shrimps, FABs with nymphs 

on droppers and of course Buzzers.

Section 1

“If you’re fishing close to 
the dam wall, try Minkies 

or other fry patterns.”

Humungus.

Black Buzzer.

Minkie Booby.
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BIGGIN BAY

With the water levels low, it’s possible to wade 

some distance here. The shrimp feeding by the 

Old Pipe (connecting sections 3 and 4) is good – 

use a Minkie Booby or FAB with Shrimp patterns 

on droppers. Cast parallel to the pipe and 

stones. Good Buzzer fishing too.

Section 3

Section 4 Section 5

LINCROFT POINTT

Cast into the channel between Lincroft Point 

and Croft Shoal directly opposite. Trout push up 

against the bank here and sinking lines with 

Boobies or a Humungus (on bright days) do well. 

Try Buzzers over Croft Shoal from boats as well 

as fry patterns.

DUNNS BAY

A steepish bank means there’s access to 

deepwater close in so sinking lines and the flies 

already mentioned do well here. Sedges get 

blown off the trees onto the water during early 

mornings and this area offers decent shelter in a 

stiff westerly breeze. 

BIGGIN BAY

The hotspot here is the old pipe pictured above, 

which attracts plenty of shrimp and fry and the 

trout move in to feed on them. Don’t cast too far 

at first, remember that fish can sit very close to 

the pipe so stand back and cast so the fly lands 

just in front of the pipe. 

TOWER BANK

It’s best not to wade here due to the deep water 

right in front of you, only go in up to your knees 

and no more. Sinking lines also perform well 

here with the usual fry patterns or Boobies and 

Humungus. This is an excellent area for fry that 

gather close to the rocks.

VALVE TOWER

There’s deep water here so sinking lines again work well with trout 

benefitting from the cool water trickling in from the treatment works 

pipe located near the draw-off tower. The Tower Bank area responds well 

to the usual fry, Buzzers and Shrimps at this time of year.

RAINBOW CORNERNE

It’s possible to wade a long way out here but 

it tends to be quite muddy. Buzzers dominate 

the silt beds here along with fry, which push 

against the dam wall at the far end of the 

picture. Cast a fry pattern parallel to the 

wall and inch it back slowly for best results.

SCHOOL SLIPS

This area is usually closed for bank anglers 

but has been reopened especially for the 

Troutmasters final. It’s a shallow bank where 

wading far out is possible. Great Buzzer 

fishing over the silt beds and boats do well to 

Buzzers while drifting towards the bank.
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Advice
Helping you become a better flyfisher

Squad Trout Fisherman tackle 

tester and Rutland-

based fishing guide. 

Experienced caster  

and expert fly-tyer.

Robbie 
Winram

Q Why is short-lining less popular now in 

lough/loch fishing? 

Simon Hughes

STEVE CULLEN REPLIES: I do an awful lot of 

fishing on these big waters and it seems that 

more and more anglers are casting as far as they 

can. I think it may be the whole “I need to cast 

further than my boat partner, so I reach the fish 

first syndrome”!

I also think that many anglers feel that the 

longer they have their flies in the water, the 

more chance they have of catching a trout!

But in reality, it’s a rainbow trout thing. 

Rainbows will follow a fly for ages and they feed 

at various depths and often won’t move two feet 

higher or lower. 

Let me explain. In the past, we mostly fished 

for brown trout, brown trout that are wild and 

were from wild venues. Brown trout are pretty 

much looking up all the time, so they spend an 

awful lot of time swimming up near the surface 

of the water. 

For this kind of fish, flies that have the correct 

profile and that behave in the correct manner 

are going to get their interest. So, casting a long 

line is counter-productive. A short line stroked 

back fast keeps the flies up high in the water, 

where the trout can see them. 

If you cast long and you do indeed get a brown 

trout interested in your flies straight away, I’m 

sure that after only a few long strips it would 

lose interest, unlike a rainbow which will indeed 

follow a fly some 30 yards before taking. Wild 

fish don’t have that same attention span or 

indeed level of commitment!

There’s still very much a place for short-lining 

though. In a decent wind, and with a bit of cloud 

cover it can be a very, very effective method 

indeed. Try a bushy fly or even a Muddler on the 

top dropper, and a pair of Dabblers behind it, 

AWESOME!

Fishing guide and Exe 

Valley fishery manager. 

His passion for the 

sport has seen him fish 

all over the world.

Nick
Hart

ADVICE SQUAD Q&A

Why has short-lining 
gone out of fashion?

STAR
ENTRY

FISH FISHING FLIES WINNING QUESTION PRIZES
Simon Hughes wins a wooden fly box with 200 flies. Next month's prize – a 9ft or 9ft 6in rod

Q
Iain Barr chose the Big R

one of his all-time favourite flies, saying 

"so long as it's Ginked correctly". And 

that's the question…what is the correct 

way?

Ron Howard

IAIN BARR REPLIES: Applying Gink 

(floatant) isn't about smothering the fly. 

Engulfing the fly in Gink will often make it 

sit too high and fish will refuse it time and 

time again. They will look to take it and 

then leave the tell-tale swirl beneath it as 

it's not presented properly. 

I like the Big Red dry fly because it has a 

parachute hackle that sits above the hook, 

not a front hackle wound around the hook. 

By Ginking the parachute hackle and 

applying Gink to the front white breather 

and the back of the fly, this will help it sit 

right in the film, just where the fish want it. 

I often apply Gink twice, usually before 

my trip and then on the day. I’ve even been 

known to apply the stuff several times in 

the week – often while travelling on the 

train back from London! I caught six 

Rutland fish on the same Big Red in June 

and it was still floating following its two 

applications of Gink. 

With full-hackled flies, I apply a similar 

principle. I trim the under hackles and Gink 

the top part above the hook and the back of 

the body. If I am getting refusals it's 

because the fly is either riding too high or is 

too big.

Traditional loch-style fishing
– casting short and broadside

from a drifting boat.

How to float
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Cumbrian-based AAPGAI 

instructor and Orvis 

consultant, preferring 

the imitative approach 

on rivers and lakes. 

Highly successful 

match angler, reservoir 

specialist and a 

former Troutmasters 

champion.

Fishing guide, tackle 

shop owner and fishery 

manager with over  

40 years experience.  

A true all-rounder. 

Rob 
Edmunds

Peter 
Cockwill

Paul 
Procter

South-west contributor 

for over 30 years. A true 

all-rounder at home on 

rivers, stillwaters and  

in the salt! 

Russ 
Symons

Got a question you would like the experts to answer? Email your question to: beverly.winram@bauermedia.co.uk

Leeda's brand manager 

and all-round game 

angler with a wealth 

of knowledge. A top 

fly-tyer too.

Steve 
Cullen

Former world fly fishing 

champion and a proven 

expert on small waters, 

reservoirs and rivers. No 

question is too tough!

Iain
Barr

Are offset hooks to blame for leader twist? 
Q Is it true that hooks with an offset angle 

(presumably to aid hooking when you 

trike) make your droppers and leaders spin 

on the retrieve and cause tangles?

Ron Holmes

PAUL PROCTER REPLIES: Firstly, yes, offset 

hook points improve hooking capabilities and

that’s definitely more apparent on smaller 

models (sub size 18). These are something I will 

actively look for when tying tiny buzzer patterns. 

You can prove this to yourself by placing an 

offset hook between your forefinger and thumb 

then attempt to pull it out. Regardless of how 

small, or narrow the gape is, you’ll find the hook 

point digs in immediately. Yet, try this with a tiny 

hook whose shank and point are aligned, and 

chances are it will ease out without so much as 

nicking your skin.

As far as I’m aware, little evidence exists that 

suggest off-set hook points spin and 

consequently cause twisted dropper legs. A 

more likely culprit are patterns dressed with 

large wings that act like vanes and could spin.  

These include winged wets like Greenwell’s 

Glory and matuka-style lures like the old-

fashioned Ace of Spades. This is made worse if 

the wings aren’t mounted correctly and sit at a 

cocked angle when viewed down the hook. 

Something else that needs consideration is 

that water itself creates resistance, which goes 

some way to prevent flies from spiralling. 

Therefore, we’d have to retrieve at an incredible 

rate for them to twist.  

Coiled, or twisting droppers are more likely to 

occur during casting, especially when we use 

false casts to lengthen line. Remember, our line, 

leader and flies are moving at an incredible pace 

during the casting stroke when heavily hackled, 

or winged versions are definitely prone to 

spinning. Compounding this is the actual 

tracking of our rod tip when casting (the path it 

scribes viewed from above) – diagram 1.  

For effective casting the line should travel 

directly over the rod tip on both the forward and 

backcast, even when our rod is slightly angled 

to one side (diagram 2). However, due to fatigue, 

often as the days wear on, it’s easy to let the 

backcast travel on a different plane from the 

forward cast (diagram 3). Following a slightly 

oval path now this tracking fault causes our line 

to twist one revolution for every single casting 

cycle (one back and forward movement) we 

carry out. These twists travel down our fly-line 

only to manifest themselves in the leader and 

cause dropper legs to coil up. As we make 

literally hundreds of casts during a day, it’s not 

surprising that droppers wrap around the main 

leader.

Aside from being more diligent when casting 

by striving for true tracking, selecting slightly 

stiffer leader material helps prevent this with 

fluorocarbon or good old-fashioned nylon being 

favoured here.   

1

2 3

Q

A common tracking

backcast, then travels

True trackingTrue tracking

An offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improAn offset hook point can improve hook hold, 
but shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader tbut shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twist..but shouldn't cause leader twis

OFFSET HOOK
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Rod search
Q I'm in the market for a 10ft 7wt 

single-handed rod and have about 

£800-£1000 to spend. I will be sea trout/

salmon fishing from boats in Scotland. I 

currently have 6wt 10ft Hardy Angels 

and Zeniths and was thinking something 

a bit ‘stiffer’ might be better.

Alexander Watson

PETER COCKWILL REPLIES: Hardy' s top-of-

the-range rod series is the Wraith and that 

will be stiffer than your current rods. 

Otherwise, look to dedicated 'salt' 

specification models.

Ideally, try to go to one of the big angling 

shows or a large tackle shop where you get 

the opportunity to cast a few rods from 

different manufacturers. Everyone has a 

different style of casting and opinion as to 

which is the best rod and you really should 

try before you buy.

Fluoro for fry
Q What is the best fluorocarbon to use 

for fry-feeding time? I’ve heard that 

Fulling Mill is strong, stiff and good for 

avoiding tangles.

John Milner

ROB EDMUNDS REPLIES: The best 

fluorocarbon for any fishing method is 

subjective. Ask 10 anglers the same 

question and you will probably get four or 

five different answers.

I use a number of brands, and I am happy 

with them all. However, if money was no 

object and when I know I have a real chance 

of a special fish or a big international match 

planned, then my preference is for Frog 

Hair or Riverge fluorocarbon in 12lb. They 

are very expensive, but very good. 

For general lure fishing and Floating Fry 

work I tend to use Fulling Mill in 8lb as it's 

very strong, stiff and turns over big flies 

well. It simply doesn't let you down.

When fishing a Floating Fry a leader made 

up solely of fluorocarbon can drag the 

pattern down, as fluoro sinks so fast. My 

leader is often a single Floating Fry 

(droppers can get stuck in weedbeds etc) on 

an 11 to 14 foot leader, eight feet of which is 

always a standard 10lb mono that sinks 

ultra slowly. The last three to five feet is a 

short length of fluorocarbon which is much 

more difficult for the fish to see and 

increases presentation.

This leader will allow the Floating Fry to

actually float rather than being dr

down b

(only for single

Floating F

work).

Strike or tug for a 
positive hook-up?
Q Why do you see anglers strike so hard 

when fishing the bung? Surely using the 

water’s surface tension and a quick tug 

would achieve the same result, ie a hook-up?

Mark Rotheram

NICK HART REPLIES: How an angler strikes 

varies enormously between individuals. Despite 

repeated forewarning, some of my clients 

consistently break off when fish take their 

Buzzers fished below a bung or dry flies on the 

surface. In most circumstances, they are just 

excited and the rush of adrenalin causes them to 

be over zealous.

A great way to think about the strike is to 

imagine that you are about to pick up an 

old-fashioned telephone that has been ringing 

for a while. It’s going to ring off any moment so 

you quickly grab the receiver and lift it to your 

ear. Apply this analogy to that magical moment 

when the bung disappears or a dry is slurped 

from the surface and, in many cases, you will be 

hooked up.

Tugging on the line is unlikely to work because 

a trout’s mouth is incredibly sensitive, just like 

our own, so therefore they are quickly able to 

determine if what they have just eaten is not all 

that it seems. 

A tug may occasionally result in a hooked fish, 

but more likely the thick fly-line will remain 

stuck in the surface and the trout on the other 

end will be provided with valuable split seconds 

to reject the fly.

The 'lift' described above will swiftly peel the 

fly-line from the water’s surface, straightening it 

in the process and removing as much stretch as 

possible between angler and fish; hopefully 

followed by a hook-up and a screaming reel!

A positive strike 
usually leads to 
a hook-up.
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Waterproofing sprays are best for insulated items.

Q I’ve got a Gore-tex waterproof jacket that 

has a quilted lining. How do I go about 

reproofing it as it is just starting to hold 

water on the surface?

Julian Fletcher

ROBBIE WINRAM REPLIES: It’s quite common for 

the surface fabrics of breathable waterproof 

jackets to lose their water repelling properties 

over time. The jacket’s original durable water 

repellent (DWR) finish loses its efficiency usually 

just through general wear. This is the jacket’s 

first defence against the rain so instead of the 

rain just hitting the jacket and beading off, it 

may start to wet out and damp patches form.

It won’t actually let water in because there’s 

an effective membrane inside all breathable 

waterproofs, but this breakdown of the DWR 

finish can make the garment heavier if it starts 

wetting out, and become clammy. If a DWR finish 

is working correctly you can give the jacket one 

good shake and it’s dry.

The first step to treating any jacket is to clean 

it thoroughly using a proprietary brand that is 

recommended by the jacket’s manufacturer. 

This will usually be one of the specialist washes 

available from the likes of Nikwax, Revivex, 

Grangers or Storm. At this stage, it doesn’t 

matter whether your jacket is just a waterproof 

shell or it has an insulated liner.

Once the jacket has been cleaned and while it 

is still wet you then have the option of using a 

‘wash-in’ or a ‘spray-on’ reproofing formula. If it 

is a waterproof shell the wash-in formulas are 

perfect. However, if there is an insulated liner 

(made for Thinsulate or down for example) then 

the best way forward is to use a spray reproofer 

to coat the outside of the jacket.

You have to take a bit more care with a spray, 

being careful to achieve a nice even covering all 

over the surface of the jacket, but without 

getting any on the lining. Pay particular 

attention to the tops of the arms and shoulders 

and the back of the hood and zip fronts.

Some reproofing products need heat to 

properly activate them – you can use something 

as simple as a hair dryer or put the garment into 

the tumble drier on a medium setting. Some 

products advise that you just air dry the 

garment so follow their instructions carefully.

I’ve recently treated my Simms Gore-tex 

Bulkley jacket, which has got an insulated lining, 

using the Revivex spray and it has taken it back 

to new. The rain just runs off the outside again. 

One tip worth noting, when the jacket came 

out of the washing machine after cleaning it was 

holding a lot of water. I gave it a good shake 

outside, laid it on a large plastic sheet and 

sprayed it with the Revivex spray, and then used 

a hair dryer to dry off the surface until it was 

just damp. Then I put it on the washing line so it 

could drip dry as the lining was still holding a lot 

of water. Only when it was damp to the touch did 

I then put it into the tumble drier on a medium 

heat setting to finish it off.

Revivex costs £19.99 for 295ml. I did use quite 

a lot on this first go but will probably get three 

treatments out of it.

Restore a 
waterproof’s 
performance 
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Fish Spiders 
on the rivers
Paul Procter explains the successful tactics for these sparsely-tied wet flies

HOW TO...
Expert angler athome on rivers orlake in the UK 

& abroad
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WHEN TO FISH UPSTREAM 
On low or clear rivers, trout are easily able to detect us. Anglers working in a 

downstream direction are more conspicuous as fish facing upstream will 

notice any threat long before a cast is made. Not only do we now approach a 

river by strolling upstream, but casts should be in the same direction from a 

more secluded position downstream of fish. Visible rise forms are best 

addressed by being downstream of the disturbance as, with careful wading, 

it’s possible to get within three rod lengths of your quarry, making accuracy 

more achievable. You also now have direct contact with the business end. 

KEEP A SHORT REIN
A common fault made by beginners when Spider-fishing is to extend far too 

much fly-line. The concept is to maintain a short line so the flies can be 

steered, or worked more naturally. Furthermore, by keeping everything that 

bit closer to you, takes are far easier to detect. 

Approximately three rod lengths is a sound rule of thumb, though when 

fishing upstream in faster water this might be restricted to two rod lengths. 

Conversely, if presenting line and flies across, or slightly downstream, 

because of tension now, we might increase this distance to four rod lengths. 

Flies to try

DO I NEED SPECIAL TACKLE? 
The old hands preferred really long rods by today’s standards, often of 12 

feet in length. The idea was that such lofty outfits allowed for better 

control over the business end of things as silk lines could be held clear of 

racing currents to help prevent drag. 

Given this, the shortest rod recommended for fishing Spiders would be 

nine-foot in length. However, a 10-footer, or perhaps one of 11 feet will give 

you a lot more scope for dealing with tricky flows. This should ideally be of 

a forgivi . That said, a 5wt outfit would 

WHAT ARE 
SPIDERS?
North Country, or soft-hackled flies, a

often referred to as ‘Spiders’, yet this 

term can be misleading to those star

out as it suggests they’re designed t

spiders, as in arachnids! 

However, the phrase is a collective t

describing a group of sparsely-hackl

gamebird feathers and natural furs like mole or hare, which are bound 

together using a natural thread, namely Pearsall’s gossamer silk. 

Plenty of the time-honoured dressings call for materials from wildlife 

that is either protected or endangered these days, like the tawny owl, 

water rail and water vole. Obviously, if we studiously copied old patterns, 

we’d be potentially breaking the law and/or threatening native wildlife. 

We must remember too, that in a bygone era, fly-tying materials weren’t 

readily available (or not so advanced for that matter) so those wishing to 

dress flies sourced their materials from the fields and hedgerows. Back 

then too, wildlife seemed much more plentiful when it was normal 

practice to shoot, or trap any number of different species. These days 

however, with so many fly t t there, we have any number 

of alt

WHAT DO SPIDER PATTERNS 
ACTUALLY REPRESENT?

n the way we fish spiders as to what they might represent, 

f the dressings are clearly suggestive of the olive and 

. Darker flies, like the Black Magic, are perfect when 

e present. 

ad-drift and high in the water appear as emerging or 

inged adults. Those presented that bit deeper against  

mphal in their profile, due to a swept back hackle. 

Waterhen Bloa
Hook: Size 14-18 Partridge  

L5A dry fly supreme 

Thread: Pearsall’s yellow 

gossamer silk 

Body: Natural mole

Hackle: Moorhen undercovert 

hackle

ely popular North An extremely popular North

der pattern. Country Spider pattern.

r to keep the dubbing Remember to keep the dubbing

read turns show 

rovide a translucent 

r the hackle, two to 

i htthree turns are about right.

Snipe & PurpleSnipe & Purple
Hook: Size 14-18 Partridge  

L3A/S spider 

Body: Pearsall’s purple  

gossamer silk 

Thorax (opt’l): Peacock herl Peacock herl

Hackle: Snipe

A fly many consider a m

raw spring days when laraw spring days when large dark

olive hatches peak. Alsolive hatches peak. Also a firm

favourite when those s

stonefly species are pr

Black Magic 
Hook: Size 14-18 Partridge  

L3A/S spider 

Body: Black silk

Rib: Semperfli 0.1mm silver wire 

Thorax: Peacock herl

Hackle: Black hen or starling

g a rib to the Black Magic 

ometimes produce 

acular sport. That said,  spectacular sport. That said,

ginal still takes some the original still takes some

g and it’s surprising how beating and it’s surprising how

n a drab fly outfishes its often a drab fly outfishes its

r kin.flashier kin.flashier kin.

Hook: Size 14-18 Partridge L5A

dry fly supreme

Body: sall’s purple  Pearsall’s purple

gossamer silk

Rib: Semperfli 0.1mm gold wire 

Hackle: Brown partridge

Another time-honoured

dressing which comes in

own when those paler in

prevail. An alternative, i

yellow bodied version (

Partridge), that can be d

come a caddis hatch.
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WHEN TO FISH DOWNSTREAM 
Faced with high, or fast water, not only can

wading be hazardous, but due to the speed of

the current the constant cast and retrieve cycle

can see fatigue set in when you are fishing

upstream.

A far better option now is to yield to powerful

flows by progressing and working your flies in a

downstream manner. As mentioned earlier,

some view this approach as somewhat

unskilled and unnatural as our flies don’t

always conform to the river’s currents. Yet, with

a little thought and line manipulation, wet flies

can still look convincing.

Flies fished on a taut line across and

downstream are likely to skate round quickly in

an undesirable arc to appear as fakes. A wet line

mend, executed by sweeping the rod in an

upstream direction, prevents line accelerating

downstream (diagram 1). As the crescent-

shaped mend begins to iron out, the line’s

progress can be tracked with your rod tip,

allowing the flies to trundle along unfettered

(diagram 2).

This can be enhanced further by maintaining a

high rod angle of some 45-60 degrees, which

holds more line clear of surface currents and

thus reduces drag.

DETECTING TAKES
Something both beginners and seasoned rods agonise over is detecting takes 

to Spiders as, after all, they’re often presented dead drift in swift currents. 

We must remember, however, that unlike a stillwater venue, a stream is 

constantly moving. Now, fish lifting to intercept flies close to the surface 

rarely loiter and are quick to turn back towards their lie after seizing 

something. This action is sufficient to move even slack line and register as a 

lift in the line off your rod tip (diagram 3).

LEARN THE ROLL CAST
Because our line is ushered towards us using a raised rod (diagram 4), it 

makes perfect sense to roll the line out, either back onto the water or into an 

overhead cast. When facing upstream, simply let the line drift past you to 

form a D-loop before tapping the rod forward as normal. If you’re angled 

downstream then the current’s pull won’t necessarily allow a D-loop to form. 

This is best done now by pointing your rod behind you, before bringing hand, 

arm and rod into the usual forward delivery position. 

Initial cast

Final rod and

Fly is pulled upstream and
towards angler during mend

FLOW

FLOW

1

2

3 4

Wet line mend by
sweeping rod upstream
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GIVE THEM A LITTLE SLACK 
Too straight a line can be detrimental on running water! Remember that a 

river is continually moving and as soon as fish intercept the fly they quickly 

return to their station. A taut line often pulls the fly from their mouth and you 

get the feeling that fish are simply ‘bouncing’ off the hook. Slack line not only 

allows your flies the freedom to behave naturally, it means fish can turn on 

the fly without sensing resistance. 

A section of slack is best achieved by a rod angle of 45-60 degrees, which 

creates a length of bowing line off the rod tip (diagram 5). This also acts like a 

coarse angler’s swing tip to help decipher takes. 

ONE, TWO OR THREE FLIES?
Obviously, a team of three flies is bound to cover water more effectively, 

and a variety of different patterns can be knotted on to hopefully find the 

killing pattern sooner. 

While three Spiders are considered the norm there is no reason why 

two or even a single fly can’t be used effectively. For those starting out 

who fear three flies spell ‘tangles’, then try a leader arrangement with 

two flies. This might even be reduced to a single fly in some cases. 

Equally, it can be tactically beneficial for more experienced anglers to 

embrace a single fly from time to time. Typical cases include casting to 

fish beneath overhanging trees. Often now, a tight loop is required, which 

leaves little room for errors during casting and can easily result in three 

flies snarling up. Fish feeding in that critical inch are another scenario. 

Now, a lone fly rides in that critical inch whereas a conventional team of 

three slip agonisingly below the fishes focus almost instantly. 

GET INTO A RHYTHM
Very much like loch-style fishing, where combing the water is paramount, 

fishing Spiders on a river is more effective if you get into a rhythm. Having fan 

cast the arc of water two to three rod lengths in front of you, rather than 

lengthen line to cover further up or down a pool, take a pace or two in the 

required direction and repeat the casting sequence (diagram 6). This way, 

water can be covered more accurately. 

LEADER ARRANGEMENTS
For delivering Spiders, it pays to have some form of dynamics. A three-foot 

length of tapered leader attached to the fly-line helps dissipate casting 

energy. On the tippet end, I include a 1mm tippet ring. From here, the 

consumable part of the leader can be added. Look to monofilament of 

3.5lb-4lb breaking strain. 

As a rule, space the flies three feet apart, including the three-foot taper. 

This gives an overall leader length of approx 12 feet for a three-fly cast 

(diagram 7). 

A two-fly cast consists of a three-foot taper, four feet of mono to the 

dropper then a further three feet to the point fly, making 10 feet overall 

(diagram 8). Short droppers of 4-5 inches seem best and are less prone to 

twisting. 

For a single fly, try a three-foot taper, followed by three feet of 5lb mono 

then two feet of 3lb breaking strain, making eight feet in total (diagram 9). 

I would generally advocate the importance of thoroughly degreasing the 

whole leader prior to fishing, especially when working flies across and down 

as this prevents leader wake. 

2

3

4

5

6

FLOW

After completing a cycle of
fan casts, take a pace or two
forward and repeat.

1mm tippet
ring

12ft

3ft taper

3ft taper

Fly-line

Fly-line

3ft 3ft

4ft

10ft

8ft

3ft

3ft

3ft

2ft

5

6

7

8

9

Good tip: Measuring tippet 
from end of nose to finger is 

approximately three feet.

1mm tippet
ring

Fly-line

3ft taper

1mm tippet
ring
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HERE are a number of ways 
to waterproof a garment but 
what does ‘waterproof’ 
actually mean? How 
waterproof and breathable is 

a garment and how is it affected by the 
weather? On cold days or in cold water 
for example, there can be more 
condensation between the warm, dry 
inner body and the cold exterior and 
– without good insulation between the 
two – this can cause heavy condensation 
on the inside. Similarly, on warm muggy 
days, evaporation is less efficient and 
the temperature, plus any physical 
activity, will play a massive part in the 
effectiveness of any breathable clothing. 

As a standard for waterproofness, 
there are laboratory tests that measure 
the height in millimetres (mm) of water 
‘head’ that can be upheld before the 
water penetrates through a garment.   

Breathability is measured as the 
‘water transition rate’ that can pass 
through a membrane in grams of water 
(in vapour form) per square metre of 
fabric per 24-hour period (g/m2/24hrs  
or just ‘g’). 

All good clothing manufacturers will 
have a label somewhere or specify the 
lab ‘head tests’ in their literature for 
their particular materials – beware the 
manufacturer that does not! 

Generally a garment that can suspend 
a metre (1000mm - head) of water, 
without allowing any to pass through, may be 
deemed as being ‘waterproof’. But typically, a 
good average waterproof/breathable product 
will use material exhibiting a head of 3-4000mm, 
and a breathability of 3-4000g/m²/24hrs too. 

A garment with 10 metres (10,000mm head) of 
water lab test specification, could be expected 
to be 2.5 times more ‘waterproof’ than 4000mm 
material. But that does not always apply as 
weather, wear, choice of under/outer garments, 
zips, seam taping etc and how well made, can 
and will have an impact on the performance. 

On warm muggy days, garments will also be 
less efficient at evaporation for breathability 
and excessive sweating can occur beneath too. 
Simple temperature variances will have an 
impact on performance and once condensation 
forms it will not transmit through a waterproof, 
breathable membrane. 

Higher specification waterproof and breathable 
material can be as much as 20,000mm (20 
metres) and more and 20,000g/m²/24hrs, but still 
needs to be well made to be properly effective. 

Gore-Tex is an example of high spec material 
and others like the new five-layer Snowbee Geo 
waders are also in this bracket. Other products 
like the Prestige breathable waterproofs are 
extremely reliable and specified at 8000mm 
waterproof and 4000g breathability, which is 
still highly efficient and represents superb value. 
Snowbee incorporate a TPU Vapour-Tec® system 
that enhances moisture/vapour migration out 
through the membrane of the garment too.

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR

Check the labels and watch for evidence of good 
manufacture like neat stitching, double-
hemmed seams properly taped inside, seams 

that do not run into pockets which can 
hold water, plus zips that are protected. 

A good fit is essential as is room for a 
sensible synthetic wicking layering 
system beneath, which helps prevent 
condensation. Plus, look for cuffs that 
are close fitting or neoprene, that will 
stop water running down the sleeves 
when casting in a jacket. Garments 
must fit well and have no stress points, 
which will encourage leaks over time. 
Waders can be the worst for problems 
like this if they are ill-fitting. 

Modern fabrics have come a long way 
and whilst traditional stalking outfits for 
example, have been made for many years 
from a good wool weave, some of today's 
advanced synthetic materials can be so 
much lighter and more efficient, and so 
well treated that they are very resistant 
to penetration by water and wetting and 
very breathable too. 

The material fibres of today can be 
treated with a number of water-
resistant dressings that when weaved 
together can be hugely advanced in 
their properties. This coating can break 
down over time though and if left wet 
for any length of time can encourage 
bacteria that can destroy a garment or 
waterproof membrane. Some can be 
fully dried and retreated but best to 
look after it and keep the garment 
clean and as new for best and most 
reliable results.   

WHAT IS DWR? 

Durable water repellent (DWR) refers to an outer 
coating to fabric that can be added to help the 
fabric become more water-resistant. Good DWR 
treated clothing will bead up on the outside 
when new and less so once starting to wear. This 
helps prevent saturation of a garment from the 
outside, regardless of the material properties. 
Without it, even with a waterproof inner 
membrane, the outer can still become very 
heavy and is called ‘wetting out’. Water soaks up 
on the outer surface, despite a membrane 
beneath keeping the wearer mostly dry inside. 
Breathability, however, becomes significantly 
reduced when this happens.

This DWR finish does wear off over time and 
when it does, re-treatment is recommended 
using a spray or wash-in product.

NEXT  MONTH Everything you need to know about waders
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THIS MONTH WATERPROOF CLOTHING

Clothing
ADVICE

Given the UK climate, wearing the right gear is crucial.
Snowbee’s Simon Kidd offers some top buying tips...

Make sure you're 
prepared for whatever 
the weather throws 
at you.



Visit our website www.veniard.com

Fly-Tying

trout
FIRST FOR TACTICS, TACKLE & WHERE TO FISH

In association with Veniard

Peter Gathercole ties that true all-rounder – the Foam Post Emerger

Fishing 
WEEDBEDS



FLY-TYING

A
S water levels recede on our reservoirs, large beds
of marginal weed become exposed. These dense
beds provide trout with a rich larder of goodies 
from corixids and snails to hoglice, shrimps and

small fish. Trout will cruise the margins and channels between
the weed picking off these small food items.

When fishing from the bank they provide access to big, 
grown-on fish drawn in to the abundance of food, fish which
for much of the summer have kept out of range. Don’t expect
a large bag of fish – instead this is all about targeting individual
fish in a method of flyfishing closer to hunting than merely 
casting out and waiting for a trout to find the fly. However, what
makes the margins around weedbeds such great places to 
find rising fish is also what makes them problematic. And that
problem is the weed itself.

Try a single dry fly
Though a nymph will work it’s a great place for a dry fly, not 
least because a floating fly is less likely to catch in weed. 
Accurate casting is required, which is easier to achieve when 
using a single fly and don’t be afraid of getting your fly right up 
against the weed edge – this is often where the trout are.

Using a single fly has a second, more important part to play. 
When a fish is hooked you’ll often pick up some trailing weed 
on the line or leader. This is bad enough but if you’ve one or 
more trailing flies it’s certain they’ll catch into the weed at 
which point the leader will break.

Interestingly, most hooked fish don’t bury straight into the 
weed; instead they usually bolt into deeper water. But it’s when 
it comes to landing them that disaster can strike. So even 
before you’ve hooked a fish, try to find a large enough gap into 
which it can be steered for netting.

Floating Fry
If the trout are eating small fish, species such as sticklebacks 
and roach fry, a small Floating Fry imitation can be absolutely 
deadly. Two of the best are a small Popper Minkie and a Mylar 
Fry. If the fish are taking smaller fare then standard dry flies 
such as Bob’s Bits or a Shipman’s Buzzer also work extremely 
well. However, for this style of fishing, I prefer an emerger-style 
pattern – one where the body of the fly hangs below the water’s 
surface supported by a buoyant wing or hackle.

There’s a range of materials that can be used from CdC to 
polyyarn and foam. Foam is good because, being naturally 
buoyant, it doesn’t get swamped and sink. In the calm 
conditions the fly often needs to be left in one spot for much 
longer than would be the case when fishing open water.

Be stealthy
Trout in shallow water spook easily and lifting off to recast or 
dry a sunk fly can mean you have to look for another target. 
They also regularly change direction so you can never rely on 
where the trout is likely to rise next. You can either find this 
frustrating or simply accept it as part of the thrill. To be honest, 
it’s actually a bit of both.

The Sugar Cube style
The foundation of the style of pattern I prefer is the Sugar 

“In calm conditions the fly 

often needs to be left in one 

spot for much longer...”

their window of vision is quite small so anything that mak
our floating fly more obvious is worth employing. Different 
oloured foam can be used. Originally foam sheet or block was coloured foam can be used. Originally foam sheet or block was

used but now we have a wide range of foam dowels or cords 
available designed for tying Boobies. They come in a variety 
of useful colours, but even if you only have white or perhaps 
yellow Booby cord it can easily be coloured with a few dabs 
of olive or brown permanent marker pen to make it look a bit 
more natural.

When using foam, it’s important to get the right balance 
between the amount of foam and the rest of the fly. Although 
the materials have an influence it’s the weight of the hook that’s 
the main thing to consider. As when tying any type of dry fly for 
use on stillwater the maxim is always use the heaviest weight of 
hook you can get away with.

Big, powerful trout will test any fine-wire hook beyond its 
limits. Mostly the problem occurs if the fish rips off yards of line 
and backing as it heads out into deeper water. A combination of 
the line’s weight plus any weed that it might have picked up will 
often cause the bend of a fine-wire hook to open up enough to 
part company with the fish.

When using foam on relatively small patterns such as the 
Sugar Cube it’s a good idea to tie one example then judge the 
amount of foam you need to keep the hook you are using 
afloat. You can do this by popping it into a glass of water – 
remember though to give it a minute or so to let the body 
materials get a thorough soaking. 

The reason for being so precise is that you don’t want the 
fly to be bulky which can be a problem when using foam. The 
intention is for this fly, unlike a Popper Hopper for instance, to 
sit just under the surface, not on it.

Natural dubbing materials work well on a pattern of this 
type as they quickly absorb water helping the body cut quickly 
through the water’s surface. A small amount of sparkle may 
also be included – a few turns of pearl tinsel as a tag work well, 
as does having a small amount of iridescent fibres such as 
Glister or Lite-Brite blended into the dubbing. Although there’s 
no supporting hackle, a few strands of CdC, wisps to be more 
precise, break up the fly’s outline giving the impression of legs 
or just something going on.

Tying the Foam Post Emerger
Fix a size 14 medium or heavyweight wet fly hook in the vice and 
run the thread on at the eye. The first step is to add the foam 
and a solid thread-base is needed to hold it in place. Various 
types of foam dowel may be used including 3.2mm foam 
cylinders in tan. I’ve often used yellow 3.5mm Booby foam but 
white or black is fine – all are cheap and easily obtainable.

Catch in the foam so at least 6mm of it projects over the eye. 
Here it’s worth a quick note on the tying thread. Don’t go too 
fine. Use a standard 8/0 type so as not to cut the thread.

Apply firm locking turns of thread over the foam then add 
a few turns around the hook shank just behind the eye. Next, 
trim the waste end of the foam to a steep taper. Run the thread 
loosely over the foam stub and down the shank to the bend. 
Catch in a length of medium-width pearl Mylar tinsel and wind 
it on to form a short tag. In front of the tag, catch in a length of 
fine gold wire then dub on a pinch of some natural fur.

Wind the dubbed fur along the shank right up to the stub of 
foam forming a tapered body. The body is then ribbed with 
evenly-spaced turns of the gold wire. The hackle, if you can call 
it that, is simply a few strands of grey CdC torn from the plume 
and caught in above and below the body. The final stage is then 
to cast off the thread with a whip finish before colouring the 
foam post with an olive marker pen.

1

2
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4
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Foam is cheap 
and easily found 
but use 3.2mm 
foam cylinders 

in any colour you 
choose – most 

common are tan, 
yellow, white or 

black.

Don’t use too fine 
a thread with 

foam. Ultra-thin 
Nano threads are 

great for most 
fly-tying tasks 
but not when 

using foam. Fine, 
strong thread can 
cut the soft foam 
so use a standard 
8/0 type instead. 

Having locked 
the foam in place 
with thread turns, 

trim the waste 
end of the foam 
to a steep taper. 

This tapered 
end will sit 

under the thorax 
and will add to 
the buoyancy 

provided by the 
main post.

The natural fur 
body can be plain 
grey or dyed olive 

but it should 
contain plenty of 
stiff guard hairs 
along with the 

softer underfur. 
Hare’s fur is a 

good choice, as is 
squirrel.

A very subtle 
hackle of CdC 

plumes may be 
used and this can 

be boosted by a 
small amount 

of pearl or gold 
Lite-Brite. Any 

overly long ends 
of CdC can be 

pinched off.

Top 
Tips

Lite-Brite.



For stockists visit 

our website:

www.veniard.com/

stockists.asp

Visit our website www.veniard.com

Secure the loose end of the wire then trim off the 

waste. Next, take a grey CdC plume and tear off a 

few fibres. Position them around the body.

Catch in a length of fine gold wire at the base of 

the tag then apply a pinch of hare’s fur, containing 

plenty of guard hairs, onto the tying thread.

Fix the hook in the vice and apply turns of thread 

behind the eye. Catch in a 3.7mm foam cylinder so 

that a section projects over the eye.

Secure the CdC fibres then pinch off any long tips. 

Take a pinch of CdC and Lite-Brite. Dub it onto the 

thread and wind to form the thorax.

Dub the fur to form a tapered rope and begin to 

wind it along the shank. Carry on winding the fur in 

touching turns until it reaches the foam.

Secure the foam with tight thread turns. Trim the 

foam to a taper then wind the thread to the bend. 

Catch in a length of opal Mylar tinsel.

Wind the thread to the eye and cast it off with a 

whip finish. Tease out the body fibres a little then 

colour the foam with an olive marker pen.

Once the fur body has been wound as far as the 

tapered end of the foam wind the gold wire over the 

body in five or six evenly-spaced turns.

Wind the thread up the shank then apply 

overlapping turns of the Mylar to form the tag. 

Secure the loose end of the Mylar and trim off.
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All materials used

available from your 

Veniard stockists

Hook: Size 14-16 medium-heavyweight wet fly Thread: Brown Foam post: 3.2-4.7mm foam cylinders – various colours

Tag: Medium opal Mylar  Rib:  Body: Hackle: CdC fibres

Thorax: Natural CdC and yellow Lite-Brite

Foam Post Emerger 

HOW TO TIE
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Materials
Hook: Size 12-14 straight shank Kamasan  

B170 or curved Kamasan B100

Thread: Light cahill 8/0 Uni and 100 denier GSP

Tail: Coq de leon fibres or light cream badger

Rib: 70 denier black thread or floss

Body: Light cahill 8/0 thread or fine  

pale yellow floss

Thorax: Fine yellow/green dubbing. I mix a  

pinch of pale olive alpaca or muskrat with 

chopped up CdC. Some tyers use hare’s mask fur

Wing: Light brown CdC

FLYBOX FILLERS

www.troutcatchers.co.uk

“You will find that a 
particular colour will  
suit certain waters  
better than another.”

Owls can be tied
in many different
shades.

The Yellow Owl

S
O far this season I have found the 

weather and the fishing to be somewhat 

unpredictable. 

What has struck me more than I can 

remember is the lack of fish feeding off the top. 

Maybe it is just where I have been fishing, but I don’t 

think I have ever used my intermediate and sink-tip 

lines as much as I have this season. So what, you 

might say, has this got to do with a dry fly emerger 

such as the Yellow Owl?

Living as I do, well to the west of Bristol, it’s often 

the case that the best of the dry fly fishing happens 

in the early spring, then again as the trees change 

colour at the back end of the year. This Yellow Owl 

seems to work particularly well at about the same 

time as the Daddy Longlegs becomes the dominant

dry fly. So, this tying is par

time of year.

The Yellow Owl is an impor

of even more impor

because it can be used t

Russ Symons ties a dry emerger pattern that really 
comes into its own at the back end of the season

and sizes. This is a fly where the body and tail of the 

fly hangs beneath the surface, suspended by the cul 

de canard (CdC), suggesting a hatching insect that 

is almost ready to take to the wing. You will find, as I 

did, that a particular colour will suit certain waters 

better than another colour. Fine tuning it with a black 

abdomen and a white wing, for example, might be 

particularly effective where you fish. It will surely be a 

lot of fun finding out.

How to fish the Yellow Owl
As with most dry fly fishing on still or moving water, 

if you just tie a fly on and throw it out, it is very likely 

that you will meet with disappointment. Fishing a 

dry fly demands a discipline unlike any other type of 

flyfishing
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STEP-BY-STEP TYING SEQUENCE

www.troutcatchers.co.uk

SPONSORED BY

Top tying tips
■ The key to this fly is the quality of CdC that 

you use. It is well worth paying a bit more to 

obtain the best feather that you can. 

■ To make a good wing that will keep the fly

floating, use three feathers. If the quality is 

not so good you might have to use one or two 

more feathers.

■ Make a parting in the feathers before 

you tie them in. This way you know you are 

catching all the stalks and tying them down

in the same place.

■ After tying in the wings, make them stand

upright by applying several turns of thread 

around the base of the feathers. Then 

carefully snip out the stalks with your best 

sharp scissors to give the best shape to the 

CdC that you can.

■ The CdC left on the stalks is often thrown 

away. Using the ‘waste not, want not’ 

principle, trim the strands from the stalks 

and mix them with a little fine dubbing to 

bind them together. I use muskrat because 

it is a buoyant fur and can be obtained in

various dyed colours. I try and match the

colour to that of the feather. 

■ After you have made the dubbing wad by

mixing the CdC and muskrat together, take 

a pinch of the dubbing and wrap it around 

the thread to form a dubbing rope. If you feel 

the need to use a dubbing loop, do not wind 

the loop too tight. The strands that stick out 

simulate the insect’s legs and adds to the

confusion of the hatching insect’s outline.

■ I know the original tying uses hare’s ear 

for the dubbing... but like all things in fishing 

‘variety is the spice of life’!

To a floating line

RUSSELL’S YELLOW OWL SET-UP

monofilament

This rainbow fell to 
the original Yellow 

Owl pattern.

Get your set-up right 
and you’ll be in for some 
cracking dry fly sport.

, what to do? Your leader is half the reason for 

ess in dry fly fishing, the other half is the fly 

itself and its presentation. This is what I do and it 

orks for me.

et’s say you are fishing a small stillwater, like 

avistock, which is my local fishery. You arrive at the 

er’s edge before the sun gets over the corner of 

the moor and you find fish sipping fly from the top. 

That little switch goes off in your head: “I am going 

o spend an hour or two on the dry fly before the sun 

omes over the top and drives them deep. If I get one 

o on the dry, I really don’t care what happens 

during the rest of the day!”

If I know this is likely to happen I will have my 9ft 

5wt outfit in the back of the car. At this time of year 

that 5wt line will have been cleaned and slicked so 

that it will fly through the rings and float high in the 

water. The nine-foot leader will be stretched and lie 

straight as an arrow. 

I put five feet of 4lb or 5lb breaking strain 

monofilament on the front of the leader with a 

dropper coming off the join. I grease the leader up 

with Mucilin so that it will float and then (this is the 

key part, often missed by so many), degrease the 

dropper and the 12 to 18 inches of line leading to 

the point fly. You want this bit of the leader to sink, 

so that there is no line showing above the surface 

leading to the fly. On days when there is an almost 

‘dusty’ appearance to the water, you might need to 

degrease those bits of line every other cast if you 

want it to sink. Nobody said this was easy fishing!

But that’s it – you are ready to fish the Yellow Owl 

dry fly.

9ft tapered
leader

Grease up the
leader so that it
floats but degrease
the dropper and 12-
18in of leader before
the point fly, which
must sink
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Tie in light cahill thread and catch in coq de leon tail 

whisks. Ensure they are at the right angle and length. 

Don’t pull thread too tight or whisks will spread open.

Very carefully snip away the stalk of the CdC to leave a 

short upstanding wing. Avoid trimming any of the CdC 

fibres that you want in the wing.

Trim the tail whisks and tie down the ends to the hook 

shank. Take the thread forward and lightly brush on 

some glue.

Take the bits of CdC that you have trimmed away and, 

applying the ‘waste not want not’ principle, cut away 

from the stem any useful CdC fibres.

Take thread back to tail, trapping in the black ribbing 

thread. Build body of fly with the light cahill tying 

thread, then tie off. Add a very light dab of glue.

Mix these CdC fibres with whatever dubbing you want 

to use. I like muskrat because it is buoyant and I can 

get it in colours to near enough match the CdC.

Take the CdC for the wing and part the fibres to 

expose stalk and give a tying-in point. Tie in using 

whatever thread you prefer. I use 100 denier GSP.

Make four or five turns and pull thread tight. Pick up 

CdC both sides of tie-in point. Take several turns of 

thread around base so CdC stands up to form a post.

Pick up the ribbing thread and wind it in open turns up 

the body and tie off. I tie a batch of bodies to this point, 

letting them dry ready for winging.

HOW TO TIE THE YELLOW OWL DRY FLY

SPONSORED BY

Yellow Owl dry

fly emerger.
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Draycote now hosting Trout Masters Final.
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Fourth challenge comment
I HAVE to commend those who took part in 
this challenge to tie a snail pattern. Let’s face 
it, the real thing is hardly exciting, so creating 
an effective yet interesting imitation of an 
aquatic snail is never going to be easy.

One novel method that cropped up a few 
times was using foam strip rolled into a 
spiral to mimic the profile of the ramshorn 
snail. This species is very distinctive but 
nowhere near as numerous as the more 
boring roundish olive type, though still a 
tempting subject for imitation. While the 
technique looks great, most entries were 
just too bulky to constitute a practical 
fishing fly. So, unfortunately only one made 
it into this month’s top nine.

There were still plenty of other patterns 
to judge, though even some of our best 
Flymaster tyers found it tough going. With 
this in mind, we are determined to set you 
more interesting challenges in the future. 
So, well done to all who entered – even those 
who didn’t quite make the final selection.

Fly Dressers’ Guild chairman Peter Gathercole judges Trout Fisherman’s fly-tying competitions

Barbless hooks are often seen 

as less effective at landing fish 

than their barbed equivalent – 

this isn't true.

Partridge of Redditch has 

played a long and innovative 

role in the development of 

barbless patterns – arrow 

points, dropped points and 

needle points all started 

here and have morphed 

into some of the most well known brands 

today. Partridge’s PATRiOT Barbless patterns 

are characterised by the best of the features 

and benefits required by competitive and 

productive fishers:

■ Black nickel 

finish aids hook set

■ Robust needle points to ensure

that they set time and time again

■ Wire weights suit tough fishing

applications

Wire weights suit tough fishing

The best ideas 
and patterns 
will make you 
a Flymaster

“Each month a challenge “Each month a challenge

will be set inviting ywill be set inviting you,

the tyers, to put ythe tyers, to put your

creativity to the test...creativity to the test...

with Peter Gatherwith Peter Gathercole

as judge

About Flymasters
TROUT Fisherman has now teamed up 
with Ian’s Flies for the Flymasters fly-tying 
competition, with Peter Gathercole as judge.

Each month a challenge will be set inviting 
you, the tyers, to put your creativity to the 
test. Your pattern should then be posted to 
us at the Trout Fisherman offices and will be 
passed onto Peter. 

Now the Chairman of the Fly Dressers’ 
Guild, author of the best-sellers ‘Fly Tying 
For Beginners’ and the ‘Fly Tying Bible’ and 
all-round game fishing personality Peter 
is well placed to be judge. It’s up to you to 
impress him! 

How flies will be judged
Peter is looking for innovation, a high 
standard of tying and creativity but this has 
to be tempered with the pattern’s prowess 
as a fish-catcher – after all, that’s what it’s 
eventually designed to do. 

All submitted flies should be squashed 
barb or tied on barbless hooks.

THE 

PRIZES

All published entrants receive: 

a Flymaster badge, a special Flymasters fly 

selection from Ian’s Flies as well as a packet of 

Partridge barbless hooks. 

Overall winner for the year wins:

a trophy, be the star of a 6-page article in TF as well 

as receiving one of their best flies mounted in a case. 

Overall winner for the year also has the possibility of 

association with Ian’s Flies. 

All showcased tyers are invited to a Flymasters 

Celebration Day at Elinor Trout Fishery in 

summer 2018, with tying demonstrations, 

food, friendly fishing match and 

presentations.
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TIE ON BARBLESS HOOKS
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A tough brown cock hackle keeps 
the snail-like colour and helps 
floatability.

The yellow rabbit fur and fiery 
brown Flash maintain the snail 
colour and add buoyancy.

Brown foam strip with pheasant tail 
fibres beneath layers of clear varnish 
combine to make a realistic shell.

Melted nylon 
monofilamant 
coloured with black 
marker pen create 
realistic horns.

The 
Migration 

Snail
GREG HUTCHISON

HOOK: Size 12 medium weight wet fly

THREAD: Brown

BODY: Yellow rabbit fur and fiery brown Flash

BACK: Brown foam and pheasant tail fibres

THORAX: Fiery brown Flash and picric dyed 

peacock herl

COLLAR HACKLE: Brown cock hackles

HORNS: Melted nylon monofilament, coloured 

with black marker pen

HEAD: Pearl tinsel

CHALLENGE
NUMBER 6
Tie a mobile lure for winter fishing on small waters
Entries to: Flymasters, Trout Fisherman magazine, Bauer Media, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. 

l Give fly’s name, full detailed dressing (including type of hook), plus notes on how the 

fly evolved.  Attach fly to single page of notes, add your name/address, and submit. 

l All published submissions receive a Flymasters badge. 

l Entries cannot be returned.

l Deadline for entries is Friday October 13. Results in issue 503 (on sale November 8).

Peter says...
The basic snail profile is embellished with a few extras 

that might just have the trout pick it out from the crowd. 

The rear half is fairly standard with a brown foam strip 

and pheasant tail fibres over a dubbed fur body to create 

a snail-shaped profile. The back is finished off with coats 

of clear varnish to accentuate the shape and protect the 

feather fibres. In front of the body and shell is a band of 

yellow rabbit fur and a short brown collar hackle. The 

pattern is finished off with a sparkling pearl tinsel head 

and horns of melted nylon. Very well tied with some novel 

elements that combine to make it this month’s winner.

CHALLENGE 4 WINNER

Turn over for the ‘Best of the Rest’...

SPONSORED BY
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2 |Brass Bead Snail  

MICHAEL BEATY

HOOK: Size 16 wide gape  THREAD: 30 denier white Nano

SHELL: 3.8mm brass bead and pheasant tail fibres  BODY: Peacock herl

UNDERBODY: Cream hen feather down  HORNS: Deer belly hair fibres

PETER SAYS: This is a beautifully constructed little fly, especially when it 

comes to the shell which is fashioned from pheasant tail fibres coated in UV 

resin and then coiled around a brass bead. The level of skill shown is very 

high indeed, my only minor concern being the use of a metal bead – a lighter, 

plastic one might have been more suitable. Other lovely little touches 

include horns of deer hair fibres and a delicate underbody made from the 

soft down of a cream hen hackle. 

7|Margins Snail  

MICHAEL EVERITT

HOOK: Size 12 nymph hook  THREAD: Black 8/0

TAIL: Orange Glo-Brite No.8 yarn  BODY: Natural peacock herl

RIB: Hot orange wire  BACK: Black foam sheet

HACKLES: Black cock hackle

PETER SAYS: When I started flyfishing the Black and Peacock Spider was a 

very popular fly, its success often attributed to the idea that it represented a 

snail. It’s a view continued by the Margins Snail which includes the peacock 

herl body of the B&P Spider but caps it with a back of black sheet foam 

to help it float. Not a true-to-life snail imitation, but that orange yarn tail, 

which suggests the snail’s body, should make it stand out from the crowd.

6|Buoyant Brian 

GEOFF PALMER

HOOK: Size 8-12 wet fly  THREAD: Flat, waxed dental floss

BODY: 7mm yellow Booby cord coloured with olive, brown and black marker 

pens  HORNS: Brown or yellowish Sili Legs

PETER SAYS: Only those old enough to have watched The Magic 

Roundabout will fully appreciate Geoff Palmer’s Buoyant Brian – the 

character Brian was a snail, if you hadn’t guessed. Anyway what Geoff sent 

us was a highly buoyant foam snail imitation based on a length of yellow 

Booby Cord given a more snail like hue with a combination of olive, brown 

and black marker pens. The segmented effect is created by the novel idea of 

ribbing the foam with flat, waxed dental floss.

3|CB Snail  

LAWRIE JENKINS

HOOK: Size 10 barbless wide gape  THREAD: Camel

TAG: Copper holographic tinsel  BODY: Coffee bean and camel tying thread

RIB: Copper holographic tinsel  FOOT: Orange artificial raffia

HEAD: Black peacock herl  FEELERS: Cat gut

PETER SAYS: The CB stands for coffee bean, one of which forms the shell. 

Lawrie first cuts a slit in the bean before glueing it to the hook. If the hook 

isn’t too heavy the bean will float, otherwise it will sink slowly allowing it 

be fished drifting steadily on the breeze. Along with a natural profile the 

pattern includes a couple of hotspots with a copper holographic tinsel tag 

and a foot of orange artificial raffia. A very nice fly tied with a novel material.

THE BEST OF THE REST:



www.iansflies.com SEPTEMBER 13 - OCTOBER 10 | TROUT FISHERMAN 75

5 |High Vis Snail  

BRIAN DAWSON 

HOOK: Size 12 barbless nymph hook  THREAD: Olive 8/0 

BODY: 6mm orange Booby foam coloured with brown marker pen

BALLAST: Small piece of lead 

SIGHT POST: 3.5mm white Booby foam

PETER SAYS: Although it wasn’t stipulated in the challenge most of our 

entries used foam of some sort to make a floating snail. Brian Dawson’s 

High Vis Snail was no exception, employing a length of orange Booby cord 

coloured olive for the body of his pattern. As imitation snails should be 

fished right in the surface film he added a small piece of lead to balance the 

fly and then an extra wing post of white foam to make the fly more visible.

4|Copydex Snail 

MICHAEL POLIN

HOOK: Size 14 heavyweight wet fly  THREAD: Brown

BODY: Dyed olive deer hair

BACK: Hare’s fur rolled in Copydex and coloured with marker pens

PETER SAYS: I nearly overlooked this fly for inclusion in the top nine – 

it’s so simple and understated that it appears quite insignificant. But its 

construction is more complicated than it seems. It makes a great snail 

imitation, just the right size and colour with a back made from hare’s fur 

rolled in Copydex then coloured with a variety of marker pens to achieve the 

snail’s natural colouration. The body, of spun and clipped deer hair, provides 

the right amount of buoyancy to keep the fly floating in the surface film.

9 |Bright Eyes Snail  

JOHN TYDEMAN

HOOK: Size 12 wet fly  THREAD: Yellow

BODY AND SHELL: Yellow foam coloured with brown, black and green 

marker pens  HORNS: 35lb breaking strain nylon painted black and tipped 

with luminous paint.

PETER SAYS: There were a number of entries that used a coiled foam strip 

to form the snail’s shell and the Bright Eyes Snail was the best of the bunch. 

As a technique it certainly looks impressive and takes a good deal of skill to 

get the effect right. So top marks for innovation. I just think that the shell 

would have been more practical if it had been tied side in to the shank rather 

than directly on top of it. Otherwise, it’s a great imitation of a ramshorn snail.

 8 |Camo Snail  

DAVE WESTTORP

HOOK: Size 12 wet fly  THREAD: Black

BODY: Olive Antron dubbing  BACK: Tan foam coloured with olive and 

brown marker pens  HORNS: Olive rubber legs

PETER SAYS: A simple understated pattern, the Camo Snail incorporates a 

strip of tan foam coloured with both olive and brown marker pens to give it 

a natural-looking hue. The olive and brown hues nicely match those of many 

of the snail species to be found on our lakes and reservoirs. The foam, which 

adds buoyancy, is tied as a shell back over a body of olive dubbing to produce 

a bulbous snail-like profile. After that it’s given a couple of coats of clear 

varnish to make it more durable. 

CHALLENGE 4
SPONSORED BY
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“Perfect for dibbling 
a team of wets and 

bushy bob flies up in 
the water.”

77www.troutfisherman.co.uk

THIS rod is a new addition to the existing 

Wilderness range for 2017 and at 11ft 

3in is the longest in the series. 

Aimed squarely at the traditional 

loch-style angler, it is the perfect 

length for working a set length 

of line and for dibbling a team of 

traditional wets and bushy bob flies 

up in the water.

The rod is a dual-rated 7/8wt so I 

tried it with both 7wt and 8wt floating lines 

and it felt very much at home with both. Those 

anglers wanting a bit of extra weight to help with 

the cast and to assist in loading the rod a little more 

smoothly should go for the 8wt option. 

Daiwa state that it has a ‘medium fast’ action and 

after a few hours of fishing with it I would agree. It 

has a user-friendly, forgiving type of action and you 

can do most things with this 11-footer that you can 

do with a 10ft rod, including double hauling. The 

big difference is that you have to physically work 

this longer rod, and although I would class it as 

‘substantial’, rather than ‘overly heavy’, at the end of 

y on the water your casting arm is really 

going to feel it. Far better to stick to 

short-lining tactics and working the 

flies through a wave. The rod’s extra 

length also comes into play when you 

have to lift to set the hook, making 

the job much easier.

It handled intermediates and sink-

tips very well, and didn’t complain 

when it came to denser fast sinking 

lines. It also has a lot of power, and I could 

really lean into it to achieve some long line shoots, 

but this is not really what this rod was designed for

VERDICT: 

These longer rods used to be all the rage

but have now been largely superseded b

10-footers, especially from the boats. But I think

this 11ft 3in rod still has its place for dedicated

loch-style tactics. It would also be perfect for

single-handed sea trout and salmon fishing

from the boat. And for a smidge over £100 it

will definitely do you proud. 

Tackle 
Tester’s Choice

TECH-SPEC

MODEL: 11FT 3WT 7/8WT

Price: £109.99

Weight: 5.5oz (157gr)

Sections: 4

■ Full wells cork handle topped with a 

rubber-cork mix, and 1.25-inch cork and 

rubber-cork mix fixed fighting butt, skeletal 

anodised gunmetal alloy reel seat with 

carbon fibre insert and double uplocking rings

■ Gloss natural blank with metallic brown 

section just above handle, black whippings 

and metallic silver thread highlights 

■ Two lined stripping guides, 10 stainless 

steel snakes, tip and keeper ring

■ 37-inch green cordura covered zip-top 

tube with carry handle and detachable 

and adjustable shoulder strap, and nylon

SEPTEMBER 13 - OCTOBER 10 |

single-handed sea trout and salmon fishing

from the boat. And for a smidge over £100 it

Loch-style specialistLoch-style specialist
Daiwa Wilderness Fly 11ft 3in rod £109.99 
www.daiwasports.co.uk

New Gear Independent tester Robbie Winramputs the latest gear through 
its paces
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Tackle 
Tester’s Choice

Double stormflap over the main zip. Fleece-lined handwarmer pockets.

Taped seams and 
cord retainers.

I’VE always been impressed with 

the quality and functional design of 

Snowbee’s clothing and the top-of-the-

range Geo wading jacket is no exception. 

The jacket is made from a three-layer 

fabric that consists of a 100% polyester outer 

shell, a Vapour-Tec breathable membrane and 

a 100% nylon inner shell. All three are bonded 

together to form one layer so there’s no loose lining 

to deal with. The outer shell has a DWR finish so 

water just beads off and doesn’t saturate the fabric.

All seams have been taped on the inside for 

increased durability and outer seams have been 

moved away from vulnerable areas across the top of 

the shoulders and down the arms.

Available in sizes S (36-38in), M (38-40), L (42-44), 

XL (46-48) and XXL (50-52). 

1 The hood design is very impressive with a 

stiffened material peak and elasticated cord and 

toggle lock adjusters on the back of the head and 

each side of the face. When these are tightened the 

hood moves with your head without restricting your 

vision. The hood can be rolled away inside the collar.

2 The high collar has a micro-fleece lining so 

is soft, warm and really comfortable against 

your neck. It’s not tight against your neck either so 

doesn’t cut in under your chin.

3 There are two spacious bellows chest pockets 

with elasticated tops, protective stormflaps 

with Velcro closures and two metal eyelet drain 

holes. On the front of these pockets are two smaller 

pockets with water-resistant zips, and concealed 

behind them are two handwarmer pockets featuring 

water-resistant zips and full fleece linings.

4A good example of the attention to detail is the 

protection given to the main single nylon zip 

opening. A full-length, three-inch wide protective 

stormflap with five Velcro fastening tabs sits over 

the top of a further stormflap with rain gutter 

– nothing is getting through this lot! Under the 

stormflaps are two vertical zipped pockets which 

you can access without having to undo the main zip. 

5 The sleeves taper down to neoprene cuffs with 

low-profile Velcro tab adjusters that tighten 

comfortably for a nice seal. The tabs lie perfectly 

flat so don’t stick up and cause a snag hazard.

6 Extra features include a rod holder strap, double 

toggle-lock and elasticated cord around the 

bottom hem (cords are held inside the jacket, out of 

the way), and a large D-ring on the back of the neck.

VERDICT: 

All the pockets are on the outside of the jacket, 

so there’s no need to open it up to the elements. 

I really liked the comfortable high collar, the 

hood design, the simple but functional cuffs and 

the fully lined handwarmer pockets.

Geo beats 
the rain!
Snowbee Geo wading 
jacket £229

www.snowbee.co.uk

1

2

3

5

6

4
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Snowbee Sports 
magnifier sunglasses
£39.99 
www.snowbee.co.uk

IF your eyes need a little help when you’re tying 

on flies and fiddly knots then these magnifier 

sunglasses are definitely the way forward. 

Rather than being built into the lens or a set 

of separate clip-ons, these +2.5 magnifiers are 

permanently attached to the sunglasses frame 

so you can’t mislay them. When flipped down 

they sit just in front of the polarised lenses, 

and when you’ve finished your close-up work, 

just flip them up out of the way. When flipped 

up they sit neatly under your broad brimmed 

hat or long peaked baseball cap, and don’t get 

in the way. 

The polarised sunglasses have gloss black 

frames and are available with either a smoke 

lens (pictured above) or amber. They are a 

wraparound style giving good protection from 

the sunlight, and there’s enough space around 

the lenses and under the eyes to prevent 

fogging up. 

The sunglasses are very light and have soft 

nose pads and soft rubber arm tips. A retainer 

cord can be attached to holes in the end of 

the arms. 

They come in a zipped hard case with a quick-

release clip attachment, and a soft drawstring 

bag which doubles as a cleaning cloth.

Blue Revo Sports £29.99 
Also from Snowbee are the Blue Revo Sports 

sunglasses, built on a black gloss TR90 frame 

and with fully polarised lenses. These have 

a more retro style and the smoke lens has a 

blue mirror finish that performs very well on 

those days with harsh sunlight bouncing off 

the water. Also come with a hard, moulded zip 

Tackle 
Tester’s Choice

Hardy Ultralite FWDD reel 
from £169.99
www.hardyfishing.com

THE Ultralite FWDD (feather

drag) reel features a beautiful clean 

design, expert cr

high attention to detail – jus

expect from the Hardy name.

The lightweight reel (the 4000 

model I had for re

just over 100gr) is aimed at 

anglers who fish light lines on 

lightweight rods and unusuall

for such a light reel it has a disc 

drag system. Disc dr

often be quite hea

the Hardy designer

up with a really compact element 

featuring rulon discs. The

also slimmed do

spindle and reduced w

further with the cut-out design of the 

spool and reel cage, while s

the reel’s integrit

The reel has been tooled from a solid block 

of barstock allo

anodised finish. The spool is a v

push-fit (push it off from the back) and the 

tolerances betw

reel cage are ver

microscopic amount of play between 

the two.

The disc drag dial is located on 

the back of the reel and features a 

series of coloured dots so you can 

set it accurately in precise click 

increments. When the drag is engaged 

it really does make a difference and is 

exceptionally smooth. Hardy say at the top drag 

setting it is a maximum of about 1lb pressure, more 

than enough. The reel has an open face design and 

an exposed rim so if you don’t want to set the drag 

while playing a fish you can apply pressure with your 

finger

jus

reas

Available in four sizes: the 1000 Available in four sizes: the 1000

(1/2/3) at £169.99, 2000 (2/3/4) at 

£179.99, 3000 (3/4/5) £189.99 and 

4000 (4/5/6) at £199.99. Getting a 

4wt floating line on the 4000 model 

is fine, a 5wt perfectly feasible, but 

the 6wt is a tighter fit. Using a finer 

backing, micro or gel spun for example, will 

give you more line capacity.

The reel comes with a neoprene pouch that will 

also wrap round the rod handle, a set of instructions, 

and a limited 5-year warranty.

VERDICT:

TECH-SPEC

MODEL: 4000

Weight: 102gr (3.6oz)

Diameter: 95mm

Width: 28mm

Capacity: WF5 plus 75 yards of 20lb Dacron

Spare spool: £84.99

“The wraparound style 
gives good protection 
from the sunlight.”

“...unusually for such a 
light reel it has a disc  
drag system.”case and cloth bag.
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Stay-dry gear solution 
when you’re on the go
Orvis waterproof hip pack £209 
www.orvis.co.uk

IF keeping your gear totally dry is important to you 

then check out the new luggage range from Orvis 

which includes this hip pack.

It is made from a waterproof TPU coated 500D 

nylon and there is no stitching on the main bag, all 

the seams have been welded. Any water hitting the 

outside just beads off. Its smooth surface finish also 

means it is easy to clean. The fabric itself is fairly 

thin but very durable with a reasonable degree of 

stiffness so the bag holds its shape. 

Designed for the roving angler who likes to travel 

light, it concentrates the weight on your hips, not 

your shoulders, and offers a hands-free solution to 

gear storage.

The main cargo compartment (roughly seven litres 

in capacity) has a full-width waterproof YKK flexseal 

zip with a cord and moulded plastic pull tab. On the 

Fario Daddies & dries £1.50

appealing 

hackle that gives it that enticing ‘leggy’ mo

Fish it washing-line style between a small or 

big-eyed Booby on the point and a FAB on the top 

dropper. Deadly when the fish are up in the water.

Two of the patterns are variations on the Yellow 

Owl theme, a fly that has been incredibly successful 

front. The padding extends partway round the hips 

and waist and the belt is wide enough to give support 

and comfort. Adjustable side tension straps ensure an 

even better fit while a moulded and contoured back 

panel sits comfortably against the back and hips.

The pack comes with an adjustable, padded and 

detachable shoulder/neck strap which connects to 

the pack with two quick-release bayonet fittings, 

giving extra support if needed. There is also a small 

carry handle on the top of the pack.

On the underside is a stretchable fabric pocket 

for a water bottle. An elasticated bungee cord with 

toggle locks keeps the bottle in place.

There are a number of welded gear tabs around 

the pack plus a fly-drying patch that you could also 

attach your own patch to. On the side of the pack are 

two cord loops which are compatible with the Orvis 

tippet bar, and on the front is a gear station that will 

take a zinger, nippers and forceps. 

VERDICT:

An excellent waterproof pack with good design 

features, but it all comes at a price. To make 

sure the pack is sealed against the elements 

e sure the zip is fully secure and in its 

y of gear but full

of air, just squeeze it and if any air escapes you

The Yellow Owl F-Fl

12, is great for imitating adult buzzers and also small 

sedges skittering over the surface late in the evening.

The Mini Foam Daddies are tied on size 12 short 

shank hooks and available in orange and brown 

detached body making up the bulk of the dressing.

The legs of knotted cock pheasant fibres ensure

the pattern sits nicely in the surface film, and being

incredibly buoyant it can be ‘waked’ at the end of

the retrieve. Works really well in a team of two – put

the Mini Daddy on the point as the sighter fly with the Mini Daddy on the point as the sighter fly with

something smaller on the dropper.

All the flies are competition legal and cosAll the flies are competition legal and cost £1.50.

“There is no stitching 
on the main bag, all the 
seams have been welded.”

Tool attachments and fly patch.



Vision Vibe 100 floating line £64.99 
www.visionflyfishing.co.uk

THE Vibe 100 floating line is available in 

five line weights: 4/5 and 5/6, both 27 

metres long, and the 6/7, 7/8 and 8/9 at 

30 metres in length.

The 6/7wt, which I’ve had on test for 

this season, has a pale blue head length, 

a white running line and features a 

welded loop at the front end. Its 10 

metre (30.5ft) head length makes it a user-

friendly line for beginners, improvers and 

experienced casters alike. 

Built around a low stretch core 

there is very little give in this line and 

subsequently very little in the way of 

memory right from the off. The coating 

is slick and uniform throughout  

(I couldn’t detect any imperfections 

when I ran it through my fingers) and the 

running line merges seamlessly and smoothly 

into the head length.

Although not a true shooting head-style line ie dense, heavier 

head length and very thin running line, the head length on the 

Vibe 100 is thicker than on many other 6/7wt lines I have used. 

This makes it very easy to lift and load, and when shooting line, 

even though the head length isn’t particularly long, I found I could 

shoot quite a long line with the head effortlessly carrying the 

running line out onto target.

Line presentation was also very good, partly due to the long 

front taper that dissipates the energy before touchdown. 

I’ve put the Vibe through its paces in a range of conditions and 

with a variety of rods from soft to fast action. The mid-range 

middle-to-tip action rods certainly produced a more relaxed 

fishing style, but when I wanted to hit those distance marks the 

fast-action rod produced the goods. 

I like a line that not only allows me to perform overhead and 

double haul casts, but also continuous motion casts such as the 

roll, switch and spey and this line certainly managed to tick the 

boxes, making it very versatile. 

The low-stretch core has obvious benefits when it comes to 

detecting takes and setting the hook, but it also makes a big 

difference when you are transferring energy from the rod into the 

line: everything becomes tighter and more efficient, making for a 

better cast.

VERDICT: 

An excellent, easy-to-cast floating line that sits high on the 

surface. The pale blue head length is an easy enough colour 

to track and will suit those anglers who are not big fans of hi 

vis floating lines.

Long-Term 
Test

Tackle 
Tester’s Choice

“The legs of knotted cock 
pheasant fibres ensure 

the pattern sits nicely in 
the surface film.”

Water bottle holder. Bright lining highlights the contents.

A variety of gear can 
be stored on and in 

the hip pack.
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Fly-tying gear
Robbie Winram brings you news 

and reviews of the latest materials 

 and tools to hit the market

Stonfo dubbing brush device 

“The addition of 

the table makes the 

assembly of dubbing 

brushes so much easier.”
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Stonfo turbo spin £18
www.veniard.com

AN optional extra is the turbo spin tool 

that can be used instead of the simple 

metal hook from the dubbing brush kit. 

The turbo spin has a flattened shaft 

that fits into the jaws of the vice and 

needs relatively light clamping to 

hold it in place. Fixed to this shaft is a 

tooled metal wheel with a precision ball 

bearing race inside, and on the front of 

the wheel is a small metal hook. 

The advantage of this set-up is that 

you can set the tool spinning, which 

it does freely and easily on the super 

smooth ball bearings, and it twists the 

dubbing brush wire without having to 

manually turn the vice head. 

Two rubber O-rings set into the wheel 

provide a good purchase for your thumb/

finger to set it spinning and it is very 

quick and effective to use. If you are 

serious about creating your own dubbing 

brushes and you are going to make a lot 

of them, then this little gadget is worth 

every penny.

1

3

5

7

9 10

2

4

6

8

How to make a dubbing rope

Set up dubbing brush device and clamp small hook 
(inset) or Stonfo turbo spin (used here) into vice 
jaws. Wrap wire around hook to secure. 

Start laying your materials (I’ve used bright pink to 
show up well in the pictures) on top of the wire. Use 
the cutting table if you need to measure them.

Secure the wire around the hook in the turbo spin 
and spin it three or four times to lock the wire in 
place. Cut waste wire and bobbin holder away.

Spin the turbo spin repeatedly to further twist the 
two wires together, trapping all the materials in 
between.

To achieve this dubbing brush effect I put larger 
diameter dubbing fibres and ostrich herl at one end 
and just dubbing fibres at the rear. 

Run thread along top of table and loop over hook 
at other end. It is easier if you use spooled wire in a 
bobbin holder as it will hang under tension.

When you are happy with the look, bring wire back 
across table. At this point I find it beneficial to add 
some tacky wax to help the wire grip the materials.

Carefully undo the nut under the table and drop 
the table top down. The core and materials are 
now suspended in mid-air between the two hooks.

The rope may be quite compact so use a Velcro 
teaser, comb or dubbing needle (whichever suits) 
to pick out fibres until you happy with the look.

This predator/saltwater pattern was made by 
wrapping the dubbing brush created above around 
the hook and adding dumbbell of eyes. Simple!
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THE Countryside Alliance Foundation is to 

launch Castaway, a new project aimed at 

supporting young people moving on from 

cancer. 

The Foundation runs projects which use the 

countryside as a place of education and 

therapy, and this particular project will take 

around 20 young adults with cancer and offer 

them a day at Sportfish Game Fishing Centre, 

in Theale, Reading, to learn fly and coarse 

fishing, make new friends and enjoy a day at 

the water’s edge – probably an unimaginable 

idea when they were in treatment.

The project is the idea of Charlotte Weston, 

an oncology nurse who, having volunteered for 

the Foundation’s Casting for Recovery project 

for ladies with breast cancer, was impressed by 

fishing’s healing powers. When she moved from 

breast nursing to working with teens and 

young adults with cancer, she approached the 

Foundation’s Charles Jardine and Jill Grieve 

with a view to running a similar therapeutic 

project, this time aimed at young people with 

cancer.

Castaway will hold its inaugural event at the 

Sportfish Game Fishing Centre on October 13, 

supported by leading fishing and country 

clothing retailer, Farlows.

Those interested in attending can register on 

the Alliance’s website (www.countryside-

alliance.org - click on ‘Campaigns’, then 

‘Fishing’ and search ‘Castaway’). While the 

course is aimed at those aged 18 and over, 

parents are welcome to join participants at 

Sportfish.

“Having witnessed first-hand the way fishing 

can give people their sparkle back, and maybe 

even introduce them to a new interest for life, 

it made sense to me that fishing therapy can 

work across many different age groups in 

offering some peace, calm and a way back 

from illness,” said Charlotte Weston. “It is 

particularly hard for young people coming to 

the end of their treatment and not knowing 

where to turn. We hope that coming to the 

water and learning a new skill will help them 

to move forward.”

Participants at Theale will be drawn from 

cancer groups across the South East and the 

Midlands. There will be no charge for the day, 

which will also be staffed with medical 

professionals, while all fishing instruction will 

be led by qualified instructors giving their time 

freely.
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Bushyleaze on hold
BEST check with Bushyleaze (one of the two 

lakes at Lechlade Trout Fishery), should you 

plan to fish the Gloucestershire fishery in 

September.

At the end of August, the following message 

went on the venue’s Facebook page: “CLOSED! 

Despite a cold and wet August, water 

temperatures in Bushyleaze are now 

approaching 24C and the fish are very unhappy 

and there is no point in stocking so, reluctantly, 

we will be closed for the foreseeable future. We 

are still open for coarse fishing on Lechlade and 

can still offer tuition and tackle sales. I will keep 

you posted. Our main job now is to keep the fish 

on the farm happy. They are the best we have 

ever produced and averaging 10lb so we hope for 

a bumper season when it cools down.”

Ring for updates on 01367 253266.

Charles Jardine during 
a demonstration at 
Sportfish, Theale.

New Wheelyboat in Sussex
DISABLED anglers now have access to a 

Wheelyboat Mk I on Burton Mill Pond in West 

Sussex, together with a new access ramp and 

pontoon. 

Burton Mill Pond is owned by West Sussex 

County Council and its angling rights are leased 

to Sussex Piscatorial Society, which invites 

applications for membership on its website 

(sussexpiscatorialsociety.co.uk).

The Wheelyboat project has been organised by 

the County Council and supported by the 

Wheelyboat Trust, a national charity whose HQ 

is half a mile from the pond.

The new ramp provides step free access from 

Burton Park Road to a new pontoon specially 

designed to accommodate the vessel. 

The Wheelyboat, named ‘Harriet’, has a bow 

door that lowers to form a ramp for roll-on, 

roll-off access. She is available for disabled 

anglers and their companions to use on a 

day-ticket basis. Propulsion is provided by a 1kw 

electric outboard. Her cockpit is open and level, 

including the helm, so the boat can be driven 

from a wheelchair.

Almond pass
TIMES are changing for a Scottish river once 

classified as the most polluted river of its size in 

the UK.

Work has started on a £500,000 fish pass 

project affecting a weir on the River Almond, on 

the outskirts of Edinburgh.

The 18th century weir was built to provide a 

water source for a local iron works, but it 

continues to be a barrier to fish migration.

A new two-flight fish pass with a resting pool 

will replace an existing pass, allowing fish to 

find the entrance more easily as they look to 

breed further upstream in the gravel river beds 

of the Almond’s tributaries across West Lothian.

The project has been financed by funding from 

Scottish Government and Heritage Lottery Fund 

and will be carried out by The City of Edinburgh 

Council and River Forth Fisheries Trust. 

“The work at Fair-a-far weir in Cramond is the 

beginning of the barrier improvement works on 

the River Almond,” said project co-ordinator 

Kate Comins. "With funding until November 

2020, we are hoping to secure fish passage at a 

number of barriers on the River Almond which 

will enable migratory fish to return to the river 

in numbers we have not seen for many years.”

According to the Cramond Angling Club’s 

website (www.fishalmond.co.uk) the dark days 

of 19th century industry saw the river flow 

nearly black at times, with oil and coal particles. 

Nowadays, it is home to brown trout, sea trout 

and the occasional salmon.

Welsh river crisis 
mishandled, says trust
“UNPRECEDENTED lows” in the numbers of 

salmon and sea trout returning to rivers 

Bushyleaze will open 
soon as water cools.
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Screened out
YOU don’t have to run around meadows with 

jam jars and a big net to take the pulse of 

Britain’s insect life. Just jump in your car and 

drive.

Such was the finding of a Daily Telegraph 

report, which claimed that collapsing insect 

populations are now such that even people 

with no great interest in bugs are starting to 

notice, because they no longer find their cars 

covered with dead insects anything like as 

much as they used to.

Entomologists are actually calling it ‘the 

windscreen phenomenon’, the Telegraph 

reported, adding that intensive agriculture 

and pesticide use over the last 50 years were 

being named as the principal culprits.

Fishing show
THE European Sport Fishing 

Show will be held in Bristol on 

October 28 and 29.

Organisers claim that the 

Show will be a first of its kind, 

bringing the worlds of 

flyfishing and lure fishing 

together.

As well as stalls to browse, the event will 

host fly-tying and casting demonstrations, 

talks and films. Exhibitors so far include 

Hardy, Greys, Guide, Fulling Mill, Guideline, 

Fishpond, Loop, Redington, Rio, Sage, 

Shakespeare, Veals, Vision, and Costa.

The Show will be held at UWE Bristol 

Exhibition and Conference Centre. Tickets 

cost £10 (£15 for both days). Full details 

including an up-to-date exhibitors’ list can be 

found at europeansportfishingshow.com

Algae app
ANGLERS are being asked to help scientists 

monitor harmful algal blooms with a new 

app. 

The Centre for Ecology & Hydrology keeps 

tabs on harmful blooms which can threaten 

public health as well as animals. The Centre 

is asking dog walkers, swimmers, boaters, 

anglers and anyone else near fresh water to 

record the presence of harmful algal blooms 

with the ‘Bloomin’ Algae’ app that it has 

created in collaboration with environmental 

and health agencies.

App users submit a photo of the bloom to 

the Centre, adding 

details of what 

activity takes place 

at the location, so 

that potential risks 

can be assessed. 

The app includes 

an algal guide and 

all verified records 

can be easily 

viewed on an 

interactive map. 

Android users 

should search 

Bloomin’ Algae at 

play.google.com; 

Apple users at the 

iTunes app store.

CAPTION CONTEST

EITHER a good sport or a glutton for 
punishment, our contributor and 
columnist Peter Cockwill surprised us on 
TF’s recent ‘southern tour’, when he 
agreed to pose in gear befitting his office 
nickname of ‘Gandalf’.

As caption contest candidates go, it is 
irresistible. Submissions to jeffrey.prest@
bauermedia.co.uk by October 3rd, with the 
best to earn their author a mention in the 
magazine and a lifetime ban from Peter’s 
tackle shop.

NEWS IN BRIEFthreatens the future of many Welsh fisheries, 

according to Natural Resources Wales.

The environment and natural resources body 

has initiated a consultation on further measures 

to protect fish, having previously urged 

voluntary release by anglers and netsmen.

Their approach has been condemned by 

anglers’ organisation the Angling Trust, 

however, for attempting to regulate anglers 

while ignoring factors such as pollution and 

invasive predators.

“The proposals impose yet more regulations 

on anglers but offer nothing that will make any 

immediate difference to the main problems…

which are pollution, predation, abstraction, 

barriers to migration and poor marine survival,” 

said Trust chief executive Mark Lloyd. “Welsh 

government and its regulator have singularly 

failed to respond to the concerns of anglers on 

these major strategic issues for decades…these 

consultations indicate that the government 

doesn’t care about angling in Wales and the 

hundreds of millions of pounds of revenue it 

generates...”

The proposals for consideration include 

implementing full catch and release fishing on 

all net and rod fisheries for salmon, requiring 

sea trout catch and release in rod fisheries on 

vulnerable rivers before May 1, setting a 60cm 

maximum size limit for sea trout in rod fisheries 

and Implementing method restrictions (bait, 

barbless hooks and trebles) so that released fish 

have a good chance of survival.  

The consultation period runs until November 

14, and any comments on the angling proposals 

should be made to Natural Resources Wales.

Email Fisheries.Wales@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.

gov.uk

Caiman get me
SILLY season fish stories usually revolve around 

great white sharks that may or may not have 

been sighted off the UK coast.

This August, however, the national press had a 

different predator to play with, in a month that 

is traditionally quiet for news, when a two-foot 

caiman was spotted on the spillway at Chew 

Valley.

With the water levels lower than usual, an 

engineer spotted the caiman, some 5,000 miles 

from its usual home in Central and South 

America, where the reptile reaches lengths up 

to 10 feet.

A close relative of the alligator, the caiman 

was eventually netted after the RSPCA was 

summoned to the North Somerset water, and 

sent to a crocodile and alligator centre.

“It was in good condition but it wouldn’t have 

survived the winter,” says England angler and 

Chew regular, John Horsey. “We’ve had turtles 

and terrapins found here before and I can only 

assume this has been similarly thrown away by 

someone who didn’t want it.

“When the RSPCA were contacted, the officer 

said he wouldn’t be best pleased if it was a hoax. 

Apparently, the last time he was called out to 

capture a ‘crocodile’, it turned out to be 

plastic…” 

The caiman is usually 
found in Central or South 

America – not Chew.
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Trout Fisherman: What made you decide 
to enter such a highly competitive 
market?

Douglas Powell: The same reason I started 
f lyfishing in the first place. I feel a 
connection with the industry as a whole, and 
I like the thought of people using high quality 
products that have been developed by us and 
brought to the UK. 

For many years, I have watched the 
industry slowly go somewhere it really 
should not be going. There are organisations 
feeding hungry shareholders and using very 
clever marketing campaigns that are pushing 
f lyfishing away from the family man who just 
wants to take his children out for some sport 
at the weekend.

I believe that some f lies, for example, are 
being sold at an outrageous price which is 
unjustified by any measure of quality. We 
will be the lowest-price f ly supplier in the 
market: what we offer is high-end quality 
f lies at a price way below what people are 
paying now.

When was the last time you saw a sub-30p 
f ly? Our ranges start at 28p per f ly retail, 
and we offer society or wholesale rates from 
just 17p. 

Our aim is to make fishing affordable 
without compromising on quality. We are
proving that with the f lies on offer and the
ranges already available.

TF: Tell us about those ranges.
DP: For now, we are focused solely on trout 
f ly patterns. We are stocking around 100 
types of dry, 200 types of wet, around 100 lure 
types and 200 nymph patterns. We will stock 
your most popular Daddies and Hoppers all 
the way to your traditional wets and dries. 

Our stock levels are around a million f lies
with size variables to suit every requirement.
From time to time we have to re-stock during 
peak periods but our stock re-order process is 
slick – if our website says it’s in stock then it 
is, and in most cases customers will have it 
within three days, if not the next day.

TF: Who supplies your stock?

DP: Our suppliers are in the EU and are 
exclusive to us. The quality of the end-
product is as good as f lies costing three or 
four times as much. We work closely with 
them, constantly discussing new ideas and 
ways that we can keep costs down without 
any compromise in quality. It may be a 
difficult time for retailers but those whom we 
supply have already seen an upturn in their 
bottom line.

Q A&

A NEW FACE IN FLIES
Fish Fishing Flies Ltd has opened for business in the 
tackle trade. Owner Douglas Powell (pictured right)
tells us what anglers can expect...

TF: What is your connection 
with flyfishing?

DP: I remember my grandad 
talking about fishing rivers 
with a split-cane rod. I always 
fancied it but my dad didn’t 
fish and I had no one to take 
me. I constantly begged my 
mum to buy me a f lyfishing outfit 
and, on my 11th birthday, she took 
me to a local dealer in Edinburgh. I 
returned home as the proud owner of a 
Shakespeare Omni f ly rod, an Omni f ly reel, 
about a dozen f lies, a bag, a net, a f loating 
line, some nylon and a book on game fishing.

My first river experience was the North Esk 
in Midlothian, a stocked river featuring 
rainbows and natural browns with some
great grayling fishing, too. I walked two
miles there and two miles back, and was
usually all anticipation on the outward trip
and all analysis on the way back, wondering 
where I had gone wrong!

Later, at a reservoir named Edgelaw in 
Midlothian, I was fishing the small feeder 
river when BOOM, the line tightened and I 
landed my first brown trout.

TF: Where can customers find you?
DP: For now, we will continue operating 
through our website at fish-fishing f lies.co.uk
and via some other sales channels, like 

Amazon. We already supply retail fishing 
shops and will always support that area
strongly.

If you run a fishery or a retail outlet and 
want f lies which are top quality at an 
outstanding price, give us a ring or register 
on the website as a wholesaler and you can 
order straight away. There is no hidden price 
structure; no gimmicks, we will supply you if 
you are a group, a society or a club at prices 
from 17p. There is a minimum wholesale 
order of £200: with some firms, that might 
only get you 150 or so f lies, but with us you 
will average around 800 for the same money. 
Our website is secure and all card payments
are conducted through a secure server and 
the ultra-secure Worldpay organisation. We 
accept all cards including Amex.

TF: What can we expect to see from your 
company in the short term?

DP: We have an exciting offer for the first 100 
customers of every month - spend £99 on 
retail f lies with us, and we will give you a free
9ft carbon fibre rod and rod bag to go with
the 300 or so f lies that you bought. Our prices 

are the lowest in the UK and 
screen-scrape technolog y 

incorporated on our website will 
keep our prices the lowest at all times.

TF: How can customers be confident 
that you’re here for the long haul?

DP: We’re working to a five-year plan which 
we believe will see our stock lines develop and 
become the most widely-available in the EU. 
Our passion for quality and perfection is 
matched only by our passion for f lyfishing 
and not only do we hope that our customers 
will become friends but we also aim to get 
involved with as many clubs and societies as
we can. They are the life-blood of fishing and 
the industry that has grown up around it, 
and it was a club and its members, so freely 
sharing their knowledge with me, who helped 
me make my way in this sport.

It’s our belief that if we look after people as 
customers they will look after us long term
and fishing and the fishing business will 
grow as the pursuit becomes more affordable.

TF: So why should anglers consider Fish 
Fishing Tackle when they already have a 
reliable supplier?

DP: I would hope that we can attract the 
fishing family, whether it’s a parent wanting 
to kit-out a son or daughter with a range of 
high quality f lies at realistic prices, or the 
die-hard angler who just wants to spend less
of his hard-earned on his hobby. Hopefully, 
they will all come to recognise a fast, friendly 
and reliable service that gives them more for 
less with a strong connection to the industry 
and a passion for offering high-end products
for less money.

TF: Where do you expect the company to 
be in five years’ time?

DP: Hopefully ref lecting on having helped 
change the f lyfishing sector, because we want 
this to become a hugely popular sport again 
in the UK, and by then we will have hopefully 
become a part of people’s fishing experience.
We want to hear how our Black Spider caught 
your son or daughter their first fish and how 
our Daddy was taken by a hungry brownie 
on a late summer’s evening.

Five years from now, we’d like our f lies to be 
a success story for ourselves and our 
customers alike. 

We are working on developments to take 
this core value to the United States and also 
Canada; where f lyfishing is hugely popular.

“We are working on developments to take this 
core value to the United States and also Canada.”
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PACKINGTON TROUT FISHERY
Superb flyfishing in the heart of the Midlands

Day tickets available on Cocks Close and 
Park Meadow pools

SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE

Day Ticket £32.50 5 Fish plus catch and release
£25.00 2 Fish plus catch and release

Concessions for senior citizens & juniors

Contact: 01676 522754 
Website: www.packingtonestate.net 

E-mail: penny@packingtonfisheries11.wanadoo.co.uk
Facebook: Packington Trout Lakes

Coarse Fishing also available at:

Packington Somers Fishery 01676 523833

FOR SALE
Bowden Springs Fishery

A rare opportunity to acquire a well-established trout fishery with thriving holiday 
cottage business in idyllic surroundings, situated only 20 miles from Edinburgh

•  Firmly established trout fishery 
& thriving self-catering holiday 
cottage business 

•  2 well stocked former reservoirs 
of circa 4.1 acres & 1.5 acres

•  Three high quality holiday  
cottages (income producing)

•  A 4 bedroom owners house with 
stunning views

•  A fishing lodge, incorporating a 
small shop, seating area and  
car parking

•  A solid business with excellent 
trading figures t/o circa £70,000

•  Huge potential to develop the 
business further

Offers over £895,000

www.ime.co.uk    0131 290 2350

FACILITIES: 

È Sporting and kill tickets

È Stocked with tigers, rainbows 
and blue trout

È All day breakfast, sandwiches, cold drinks

È Complimentary tea and coffee

È Disabled facilities

È Well equipped lodge with tackle shop

È Rods for hire

Premier Fly Fishery
in Redbrook village, Gloucestershire

Voted into the Top 100 Stillwaters Guide 2017

Adjoining the border with Monmouthshire, 

Wales, and set in the heart of the Wye Valley.

WE ARE A TROUT MASTERS WATER.

The venue comprises of four pools two of which 
are spring fed, two are stream fed.

Tinmans Green, Redbrook, Monmouth. NP25 4NB 
Tel: 01600 772904

Email: info@bigwellflyfishery.co.uk
Facebook.com/bigwellflyfishery

bigwellflyfishery.co.uk

Open all year

See our lake in action on our live stream

Trout Fishery
A Midlands Premier Stillwater

• Excellent Facilities
• Day Tickets
•  Group bookings, and 

Corporate days
•  Good average size 

of fi sh

• Trout Masters Water

Tel 07740 257585 or 07860299342
www.ellerdinelakes.com

enquiries@ellerdinelakes.co.uk

LATE summer produced plenty of talking points, mainly about 
the Scottish weather. I can’t remember having so much rain at 
this time – and yet those torrential downpours were 
interspersed with a few warm and sunny days. 

My club outing to Beecraigs Loch produced a bit of everything. 
One minute, we were in shirt sleeves, the next, the wet stuff 
came down in stair rods. I've found that trout don’t like this kind 
of weather, especially when accompanied by an oppressive 
sultriness, related to barometric pressure, so the place would 
seem lifeless for periods, before numbers of fish suddenly 
popped up on the surface. If you got among the risers, they'd 
have a go, but they often disappeared as quickly as they arrived.

They were certainly in fine condition. Kevin Maybury, 
proprietor at the West Lothian venue, said he works hard at 
keeping the stock in his holding ponds fully finned and tailed by 
keeping the numbers down and not overcrowding. Next season, 
he may have rainbows that will be 3lb and fully finned. 

I haven’t fished Beecraigs for a couple of years, and this was my 
first visit since Kevin took over, but I was impressed with the 
results of his efforts. One of my own rainbows was almost 4lb 
and as nice a trout as I’ve had all year – solid, silvery and fit.

I hope the weather will improve, especially since my next club 
trip is to one of my favourite venues – Frandy, a hill reservoir in 
spectacular moorland scenery. August can be a superb time to 
fish here, since, with luck, there'll be a decent hatch of sedges 
and the kind of surface sport that goes with it – ‘traditional 
style’, with floating line and a team of three or four wets.

Memorable Sedge sport
You can enjoy long drifts with the wind in the right direction, 
and I recall one such August outing a few years ago when 
everything fell according to plan. Sedges were on the wing, bank 
anglers were in another area, and we were able to negotiate the 
shallows along the shoreline down from the lodge. On went an 
Invicta, Silver Invicta and a bushy Sedge pattern tied by a friend, 
and the action was unbelievable. All quality rainbows with their 
eyes fixed on the surface, leading to terrific sport.

But I know that if there are no flies hatching, there are several 
deeper-water drifts which I can visit and still be in with a chance 
on pulled lures. Even when the trout are not co-operating – a 
rare thing on Frandy – I can take solace in some of the exciting 
bird life around the place. It’s a top area for raptors, and apart 
from the osprey, there are often kestrels, peregrines and merlins 
on the wing. For me, it’s almost like fishing a Highland loch but 
with reliable outboards and, in Ken McCutcheon, a fishery 
manager who wants his anglers to catch fish.

If the place isn't fishing well, Ken will tell you, and doesn’t 
make excuses. But he'll also tell you the best drifts and flies, 
then it’s up to your own skill.

Scottish loch fishing is not all about Menteith and Leven, 
though obviously, they grab the headlines, and often rightly so, 
but it’s nice to mention a couple of unsung heroes in Frandy and 
Beecraigs. It would be remiss of me, however, not to mention 
that on a late July day when the heavens opened, two diehard 
Leven regulars in Willie Wilson and Alan Smith suddenly came 
across one of the famed Leven brown feeding spells. Willie had a 

fish of 6lb-plus, Alan one of 4lb-plus, and they had 
nine fish in the boat all told. Pretty good going in 

dous conditions.
nine fish in the boat all told. Pretty good going in

horrendous conditions.

Ian MuckleIan Muckle A contributor to Trout 
isherman forFisherman for more than 30 years, 
porting on Scottish newsreporting on Scottish news and events.

SCOTLAND

All-weather fishing  
at Beecraigs Loch
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Send your letters to:

Trout Fisherman, Bauer Media, Media House, 

Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA or email: 

beverly.winram@bauermedia.co.uk

Your letters covering a variety of flyfishing topics with replies from the editor

I FULLY concur with your magazine’s Bankside 
Clean-up Campaign. I wonder if it would prove 
beneficial for an article on what gadgets are available 
for dealing with the holding of spent tippet and leader
whilst on the bank, allowing for their subsequent 
disposal away from the bankside.

I have been looking for such a device 
and purely by chance have come across 
the Orvis Monomaster. A simple 
device which serves the purpose for 
less than £15 but one I can almost 
guarantee you will be hard pressed to 
come across in any fishing catalogue or 
fishing tackle shop.

I am sure there will be other similar 
gadgets on the market which do the same 
job but, as a ‘newbie’ how do you find 
them? What description can you give to find one 
on the Web? Am I alone in this regard or is it 
something which affects more experienced anglers? 

More waste bins on fishery sites and river 
banksides would certainly prove beneficial but 
personally I cannot see anyone walking 25 yards to 
dispose of a length of spent tippet. As happens now, it 
will be put into their fishing bag or pocket and then 
be inadvertently pulled out and deposited on the 
ground when they are looking for something else.

Then there’s the cost of the daily emptying of the 
additional waste bins, which would probably be 
passed on and added to the cost of a day’s fishing, 
which will go down like a lead balloon with the 
majority of anglers, who do not need to use them.
John Little, by email    

Editor’s reply: I take on board your points. The magazine has covered
leader waste gadgets including the one you mention. The point of the 
campaign is to raise awareness in the hope that more leader gets 

dispos
banks
furthe
appea
will be 

Where does leader go to die?

LETTERS
SPONSORED BY

This is the scene all anglers would like to avoid.

STAR LETTER PRIZE
 John Little wins a £50 voucher to 
spend with Fly Only. 

STAR
LETTER

Into bat
I ENJOYED reading Peter Cockwill’s 
anecdotes concerning his night time 
angling [TF498], particularly the story 
about the mischievous cow. 

In the field adjacent to my favourite sea 
trout pool, there used to reside a pair of 
horses with the same habit, and it is 
impossible to describe the terror caused by 
a well-aimed snort (let alone a toothy shake 
of the collar) just behind the back of an 
angler, senses stretched to the limit and 
focused on the water.

However, revenge can be sweet - one night 

I thought that I’d snagged the grass behind
me on the back cast, only to hear a 
screaming reel and the sound of hooves 
thudding off into the distance. You can’tYY
stop a horse on 6lb tippet.

On another occasion, whilst fishing one of 
my favourite sea trout flies, a White Moth 
Muddler (sea trout love these wake flies, 
and the takes can be very aggressive) I felt a 
gentle tugging. Thinking that a small brown 
trout had taken the fly, I started to retrieve 
the line which I could just about see 
dropping to the water from the rod tip – but 
you couldn’t print what I was thinking as 

the line started to rise into the air, 
disappearing upwards! As I pulled more 
line in (now going vertical), into view came 
a very annoyed bat, struggling to get away, 
with another bat circling around the first, 
as though concerned for its chum.

Fortunately, I was easily able to detach the 
bat from the hook and release it without 
harm – it must have mistaken the fly for a 
moth and taken it off the water, and it 
remains my strangest catch ever.
Dave Lane, by email

Editor’s reply: A good story. Any more?  

The 
lead

Bankside
Clean-up
Campaign



Game fishing shop in   
West Yorkshire specialising 

in all major brands and  
equipment for flyfishing  

and fly-tying

Fly Only, The Willows Business Park,  

Near Bank, Shelley, Huddersfield HD8 8LU

Tel: 01484 600555 | info@flyonlyonline.co.uk

www.flyon lyonline.co.uk

James’ new rod
JUST a quick note to say that James Heath 
was delighted with his prize from the 
Junior Troutmasters final. 

He took it to Kilnsey fisherytoday for its 
first casts and christened it in style. We 
estimated the fish at 10 to 12lb and safely 
released it.

Thanks again, and hopefully see you 
next year.
Dan Heath, by email

Editor’s reply: It goes to show that it pays to
keep fishing hard in all competitions – you 
could catch the best fish and win a prize!

Tel: 01484 600555

Do you think TF should cover 
coarse fish or sea fish on fly? 
After all, the sport is changing.
■ Ian Alexander – Stick to trout fishing. 
There are plenty of other magazines to cater
for all disciplines of our sport. I’ve bought
other flyfishing magazines which have 
diluted their content in this way but I still 
come back to Trout Fisherman. I would love
to see more articles on sea trout though the 
stillwater content is spot on in my opinion.
■ Andrew Griffin – I’m a coarse angler at 
heart but have flyfished for trout and other 
fish for over 10 years. I enjoy these articles 
and think some people are very narrow-
minded. Flyfishing is no more than a method. 
In certain situations it is the only way to 
catch a fish. I love the method, the 
portability and mobility, but does it really 
matter what fish actually pulls your string?
■ John Weightman – Stick with trout, 
mainly on the fly, and mainly in Britain and 
Ireland.
■ Tony Osborne – No problem with covering 
all aspects, but wouldn’t that necessitate a 
name change?
■ Chris Mulholland – Stick to just trout. As a 
subscriber who has little interest in coarse 
fishing it is rather annoying to turn the page
and find other species being covered.

FACEBOOK
Some of the tips and 
opinions shared by 
those who ‘liked’ our 
Facebook page

Home for unwanted flies
LIKE many trout anglers I have acquired lots 
of fly patterns which I never use, following 
re-organisation of my fly boxes. These are 
dries, Buzzers, wets, lures etc, but in decent 
condition.

I wondered if there were any organisations 
which could be sent these spare flies for 
distribution to children who are starting up 
or needy clubs who would make use of them. 
Perhaps some sort of publicity in your 
magazine would also bring in a further 
response. 

I would not wish them to be sold on eBay 
to make a quick profit for someone.
David Nuttall, Wakefield

Editor’s reply: Anyone interested can contact 
the magazine and we will pass details onto David.

Release-and-catch
MY dad recently took me back to 
Craufurdland Fishery, North Ayrshire, 
where I had had one of my first fishing 
lessons for my 10th birthday a couple of 
years ago. I never landed a fish that day, 
despite hooking lots, and I was desperate to 
return and clear my record. 

We had been fishing for three hours and 
my dad had only caught one fish (sadly, I had 
still blanked). I asked my dad if he would 
help me change my rig for the third time. He 
left his line in the water and walked over to 
help me.

After about two minutes, we heard a splash 
and turned round to see that his rod was 
gone; dragged off by a fish. I was gutted. 

Not having waders on, my dad proceeded 
to wade half naked in the shallow water to 
try and find it. Sadly, he was unsuccessful 
but then, like Excalibur, the tip of his rod 
stuck up out of the water, 20 metres out 
from the bank, before sinking again. 

The manager agreed to me borrowing a 
boat to get the rod back, and got in the boat 
while I ran back to my dad. Upon reaching 
him, I found that he had changed my point 
fly for a heavy lure, cast to where his rod had 
last been seen, managed to snag the line on 
it and was reeling it back in. 

When we finally got his rod back we told 
the manager that the boat wasn’t needed 
and then found that the fish that had 
dragged the rod away was still on the line. 
The reel was down to the backing but my 
dad and I played the fish, and landed it. We WW

finished the day with four fish, and I caught 
one fishing solo with my last cast.

It shows that you need to pay attention to 
your rod, even when the fishing is quiet, and 
I learnt to stay safe while quickly thinking 
around problems so that I still caught. This 
may be the weirdest fish I’ll ever catch, but 
now I’m hooked on fishing again.
Master Ruaraidh Hart, Lochwinnoch, 

Renfrewshire

Keep it about trout
MANY congratulations on reaching the 
landmark 500 issues of Trout Fisherman.

Since retiring and relocating to Wales, I 
have returned to flyfishing and fly-tying 
after a 30 year absence and enjoy reading 
about the latest techniques, venues,tackle 
and flies.

The articles on my local Llyn Clywedog 
fishery and Cregennan Lakes were, of 
course, of particular interest to myself.

However as the title Trout Fisherman

suggests, the magazine is aimed at the 
stillwater or river trout fly fisherman. 
However in the 500th issue, I was dismayed 
to find two articles not appertaining to trout 
fishing at all, namely carp and saltwater fly 
fishing for game fish in the Cayman Islands. 
I sincerely hope that this will not be the way 
forward in future issues.

When can the readers expect an article 
on flyfishing for sea trout, which would be 
more in keeping with the magazine title 
Trout Fisherman?
Paul Stratford, by email

Thank you Stocks
I’D like to thank Stocks Fishery for a 
wonderful four-day trip with my grandson 
Harvey, staying in their accommodation, 
which is fantastic, overlooking the reservoir.

They provided us with a great start to the 
day with breakfast, wonderful hospitality, 
and fantastic fishing, landing over 70 fish in 
four days.

To which the memories will be locked in 
forever and will be right up there with the 
best fishing I have ever experienced.

To all southern anglers, including myself, 
you need to get up there and give it ago.  
Anyone who loves margin fishing, fishing 
static with Buzzers and nymphs and the 
like, will be in heaven due to no weed growth
and no algae blooms.
Max Szuca, by email

LEARN MORE TIPS  

AND JOIN IN THE FUN 
See our “About Me” page for links to 

Trout Fisherman on Twitter and other 
online platforms –  

about.me/trout.fisherman

James Heath’s new rod was put to good use.
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I
MAKE no apologies for going back to GW Maunsell’s 

1933 book, ‘The Fisherman’s Vade Mecum’, which Imm
recently suggested was largely as valid now as it

was 84 years ago. What’s changed is that many of 

today’s anglers are not so observant or in touch with 

the natural world as their forebears.

Harsh? Well, here are some nuggets from the book – see 

how many sound familiar to you.

pH of water is a critical factor for the growth of trout in a 

natural environment, Maunsell maintained. ‘Acid’ water in 

the range 4.0 to 6.8 on the pH scale produces small, dark 

coloured trout – often with large spots, whereas ‘alkaline’ 

water in the range 7.6 to 8.4 usually produces well-fed trout

which often have a silvery appearance. 

In one chapter, regarding the group of fish we call 

‘salmonidae’ there are some fascinating comments, one of 

which makes a point that I have never heard expressed 

better: “Underwater food is really the beef and mutton of a 

trout’s diet while surface food is only the caviar”.

Water temperatures and aerators
We’re well aware nowadays of the problems that arise when 

water becomes too warm in summer, but there are many who

think that the answer begins and ends with aerators; yet this 

book couches the issue very differently.

Did you know that water warms when the sun’s rays warm 

the lake bed or river bottom, which in turn warms the water? 

Dark lake or river beds warm faster than light ones and 

shallow water warms faster than deep.

Cold water is denser than warm water but at four degrees 

Celsius it has its minimum volume and maximum density. 

Raising or lowering the temperature from this point causes 

expansion of the volume and explains what happens as 

temperatures drop in winter. The thin, cold layer formed at 

the surface sinks, as do successive layers, until the whole 

body of water is 4 degrees Celsius. Further cooling reduces 

the density so, being lighter, the colder water now remains at 

the surface and freezes at 0 degrees Celsius. Shallow water 

freezes faster than deep water and in fast, running water, 

there is no appreciable difference from the surface to the 

bottom. Fascinating, isn’t it?

Feeding fish are more affected by the oxygen content and

temperature of water than by actual hunger, and oxygen 

levels are governed by temperature, wind, barometric 

pressure and plant life.

Cold water contains more oxygen than warm water. At 32 

degrees Fahrenheit, it holds about 10cc per litre while at 68

degrees it’s only 6cc. Relate this to an individual fish and an 

eight-inch trout must pass twice as much water through its 

gills at 60 degrees as it does when the water is 40 degrees.

That’s why you see trout ‘panting’ in hot weather, when they 

sure aren’t interested in feeding.

As I often say, you can’t defeat the laws of physics. The 

“The warmer the water, the less oxygen it 

holds, no matter how much air that aerator 

pumps in!”

warmer the water, the less the oxygen it holds, no matter 

how much air that aerator pumps in!

Wind – warm or cool – produces evaporation and cools the

surface of the water, which lets it take up oxygen from the

air. Low or falling barometric pressure, on the other hand, 

cause the surface layers to surrender oxygen to the air, 

which tends to make the fish go deeper, whereas in high or 

rising pressure, the surface layers absorb oxygen and the 

fish move more to the surface.

Healthy plant life in strong sunlight consumes carbon and

gives off oxygen, whereas decomposing plant life consumes 

oxygen.

The amount of dissolved oxygen in water at about 40 

degrees Fahrenheit is around 0.05 per cent by volume 

whereas in air it is around 21 per cent, which would explain

why a fish out of water can seem drunk and disorientated: it 

suddenly has far too much oxygen to deal with.

Nature’s weather forecasts 
I loved the part of the book which relates to Nature. Having 

spent a larger part of my life outdoors, I realised that I had 

taken much of it for granted but people whose lives are more

detached from it might find the following observations 

something of a revelation…

Frogs and slugs come out at the approach of rain and ducks 

do lots of quacking and wing flapping as rain comes through.

Gulls come inland from the sea as a storm approaches, 

while swallows and rooks fly higher, as more wind is

expected.

Goldfish in a bowl will be lively and at the surface in fine 

weather but rest at the bottom in unsettled conditions.

Flowers such as dandelion, anemone and crocus close up 

as rain is imminent.

Now here’s a final selection of similar pointers, even though 

I could probably get another two columns at least out of this 

lovely book. 

Trout take a fly for one of four reasons: hunger, because it 

looks like something to eat; curiosity, because of its 

intrigue; tyranny, because it looks like something alive and 

in distress; and jealousy, because others may get to it 

before him.

Browns in a lake often come at a surface fly from below

while rainbows usually come at the fly from a level position. 

This last point backs up something I have often observed,

having watched browns circle underneath a dry fly before 

creeping upwards to take.

Thank you, Mr Maunsell; you have left us with a gem. 

Aerators are often 
seen as the answer 
to warm water 
temperatures.

Forgive me one last look at an 
old angling classic; one that’s 
too good to be lost to history, 
writes Peter Cockwill

Cockwill

Peter Cockwill: 

Tackle shop owner, 
fishery manager, guide 
and Trout Fisherman 
contributor of 35 years
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■ There are many specially-

designated Troutmasters waters 

in the UK where you can enter, 

and the number of fisheries 

joining is growing.  

■ If you catch a fish at any of 

these waters you can register it 

using the official forms, which 

must be sent to our offices within 

five days of capture. Forms are 

available at the fisheries.

■ Senior and junior entry forms 

are available. Juniors must be 

under 14, seniors aged 14 and over.

■ New this year: Anglers can 

enter fish caught on any-method.  

However, the Senior and Junior 

finals remain FLY only.

■ Captors of the three 

biggest fish win an exclusive 

Troutmasters badge.

■ You could also win an exclusive 

Gold Badge if you win five 

Troutmasters badges each from 

five different fisheries during the 

course of the competition.

■ At the end of the year all 

badge winners will be invited 

to enter a fish-off at the water 

where they won the badge to 

decide who will get an invitation 

to the Final.

■ Each fish-off will be run by 

the fishery concerned to local 

rules, and can involve around 36 

anglers. One angler from each 

water will qualify for the Final.

■ Each competition runs from 

the 21st of the month to the 20th 

of the next. Judging takes place 

on the 25th.

■ An award will be made to the 

most consistent angler of the year.   

HOW TO 
ENTER

All you have to do is visit a Troutmasters water, catch a fish and fill in a form, which you then send to us.

Europe’s largest flyfishing competition
TROUTMASTERS

IF you are a fishery owner/manager 
and want to sign up for 
Troutmasters just go to www.
troutfisherman.co.uk where you 
can view the Media Pack. Download 
and complete the joining form and 
send it to: Samantha Toombs, 
Troutmasters Competition, Media 
House, Peterborough Business 
Park, Lynchwood, Peterborough 
PE2 6EA. Or call Samantha on call 
01733 395157.

JOIN TROUTMASTERSTROUTMASTERS GOLD 

BADGE WINNERS 
TWO anglers have earned their first senior 

Troutmasters Gold Badges this month. Anthony 

Meadows, from Newcastle, receives his for 

catches made at Aldin Grange, Chatton, Langley

Dam, Sharpley Springs and Sweethope Lough, 

while Doug Carr, also from Newcastle, wins his badge 

for success at Aldin Grange, Higham Lake, Knitsley Mill, New Mills 

and Thrunton Long Crag. The coveted Troutmasters Gold Badge 

is awarded to anglers who win five badges each from five different 

fisheries during the Troutmasters season. The more fisheries you visit, 

the more chance you have of winning a Troutmasters Gold Badge.

Fifteen-year-old William Crawford, 
from St Neots, Cambridgeshire, with a 
13lb 8oz brown trout taken from New 
Mills fishery on a Black Flapper. 

Dean Cockburn, from Norham, 
Northumberland, with a splendid 10lb 
rainbow caught from Ross Lake at 
Chatton Fishery.

Phillipe Labenne, from Manin, France,Phillipe Labenne, from Manin, France,
used a Cormorant pattern to tempt this
6lb rainbow during a blustery day at La
Cascade trout fishery. 

Jemma Svenson, from Runcorn, Cheshire, proudly displays her first ‘double’ from Graiglwyd Springs trout 

fishery in Conwy, North Wales. The 14lb rainbow was tempted on a Bunny Leech pattern fished off a floating 

line. All the lessons from her grandad obviously paid off!

Fish
OF THE

Month
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ENGLAND
n AVINGTON TROUT 
FISHERY, WINCHESTER, 
01962 779312
1 James Sampson, Henley on 

Thames, 9lb 8oz Rainbow, Cat’s 

Whisker.

n CHATTON TROUT  
FISHERY, BELFORD, 
01668 215226
1 Joel Ellis, Alnmouth, 2lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Daddy.

n CHIPHALL LAKE TROUT 
FISHERY, FAREHAM, 
07776 256792
1 Albie Nobes, Gosport, 3lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Small Damsel.

2 Jacob Hammond, Fareham, 2lb 

12oz Rainbow, Nymph.

3 Jacob Hammond, Fareham, 2lb 

0oz Rainbow, Nymph.

n EXE VALLEY FISHERY, 
DULVERTON, 07971 198559
1 James Mockridge, Taunton, 3lb 

12oz Rainbow, Nymph.

2 Max Mockridge, Taunton, 2lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Cat’s Whisker.

n KINGFISHER TROUT 
LAKES, BROMYARD,  
01885 488464
1 Harry Morya, Hereford, 2lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Montana.

n MEON SPRINGS, 
PETERSFIELD, 

01730 823134
1 Edward Green, Lauder, 2lb 13oz 

Rainbow, Green Damsel.

n NARBOROUGH COARSE 
AND TROUT LAKES, KING’S 
LYNN, 01760 338005
1 Hannah Winser, Perry, 1lb 11oz 

Rainbow, Shipman’s Buzzer.

n SHARPLEY SPRINGS, 
SEAHAM, 0191 581 8045
1 Jack Metcalf, Newbiggin by Sea, 

8lb 2oz Rainbow, Shipman’s  

Buzzer.

n TAVISTOCK TROUT 
FISHERY, TAVISTOCK, 
01822 615441
1 Michael Osmand, Penzance, 2lb 

5oz Blue, Cat’s Whisker.

n THORNWOOD SPRINGS 
TROUT FISHERY, EPPING, 
07588 669255
1 Elliot Shaw, Bishops Stortford, 2lb 

0oz Rainbow, Fly.

1 Harlow Hallahan, Chiselhurst, 2lb 

0oz Rainbow, White & Pink Lure.

n THRUNTON LONG CRAG 
TROUT FISHERY, ALNWICK, 
01665 574400
1 Joel Ellis, Alnmouth, 2lb 1oz 

Rainbow, Black Dry Fly.

2 Joel Ellis, Alnmouth, 2lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Lure.

3 Matty Wilkinson, Morpeth, 1lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Daddy Longlegs.

SCOTLAND
n ACHAGOUR FISH PONDS, 
NAIRN, 01309 651259
1 Craig Simpson, Nairn, 4lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

n ALDERNEUK FISHERY, 
DUMFRIES, 07901 602020
1 Alfie McEwan, Dumfries, 3lb 10oz 

Rainbow, Squirmy Worm.

2 Alfie McEwan, Dumfries, 3lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Squirmy Worm.

3 Liam Little, Dumfries, 3lb 0oz 

Tiger, Diawl Bach.

n AVON TROUT FISHERY, 
AIRDRIE, 07876 512944
1 Lee Chapman, Airdrie, 10lb 7oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

n LOCHTER FISHERY, 
INVERURIE, 01651 872000
1 Katie Scowen, Keith, 2lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Pink Blob.

WALES
n BIGWELL, MONMOUTH, 
01600 772904
1 Joe Underwood, Cwmbran, 2lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Cat’s Whisker.

n TAN-Y-MYNYDD 
FISHERY, ABERGALE, 
01745 826722
1 Ethan Welch, Liverpool, 5lb 4oz 

Brown, CdC Fly.

2 James Penwright, St Asaph, 3lb 

9oz Rainbow, Fly.

JUNIOR TROUTMASTERS

Barn Elms Fly 
Fishery produced 
this stunning 
6lb 15oz brown 
trout for Aisby, 
Lincolnshire 
angler James 
Bowlby. He 
tempted the 
brownie using 
a Cat’s Whisker 
pattern.

Jan Dyde, from Rothbury, 
Northumberland, caught this 2lb 6oz 
rainbow, her first Thrunton fishery 
trout, on a Daddy Longlegs.

Aron Griffiths, from Llandudno, North 
Wales with his ‘first big rainbow’, a 
13lb fish caught on a black lure at 
Graiglwyd Springs fishery. 

Alnwick, Northumberland angler 
Matthew Thompson was delighted 
with his catch from Chatton Lake, 
taken during an evening session.

ENGLAND
n ALBURY ESTATE 
FISHERIES, GUILDFORD, 
07976 810737 
1 Robert Dallas, London, 6lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Pink Skinny.

n ALDIN GRANGE LAKES, 
DURHAM, 0191 384 6090
1 Phil Green, Leadgate, 3lb 3oz 

Rainbow, Daddy Longlegs.

n AVINGTON TROUT FISHERY, 
WINCHESTER, 01962 779312
1 Chad Goymer, Dover, 14lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

2 Colin Beddoe, Tonbridge, 9lb 12oz 

Brown, Olive Buzzer.

n BARN ELMS TROUT FISHERY, 
BRADFIELD, 0118 974 4744
1 Mr Tregfor, Ipsden, 6lb 7oz Rainbow, 

Nymph.

2 David Haskins, Camberley, 5lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Black Damsel.

2 Len Woodland, Aylesbury, 5lb 12oz 

Brown, Hare’s Ear.

n BESSY BECK TROUT 
FISHERY, CUMBRIA, 
n 01539 623303
1 Louise Perkins, Cumbria, 8lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Pheasant Tail Nymph.

n BLAKEWELL FISHERY, 
BARNSTAPLE, 07768 377446 
1 Michael Duckett, Chelmsford, 13lb 

6oz Rainbow, Montana.

2 Richard Spencer, Appledore, 4lb 

13oz Rainbow, PTN.

n BRANSFORD GAME 
FISHERIES, BRANSFORD, 
01905 830157
1 Michael Sinclair, Newent, 4lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

2 John Eckersley, Malvern, 4lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

n BRICK FARM LAKES, 
HERSTMONCEUX, 
01323 832615
1 David Harris, Bexhill-on-Sea, 6lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Home-tied Nymph.

2 Alan Walters, Kent, 5lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Cat’s Whisker.

n CHALK SPRINGS TROUT 
FISHERY, ARUNDEL, 
01903 883742
1 Danny Leung, Norbury, 6lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Stalking Bug.

2 Ron Ransley, Haywards Heath, 4lb 

5oz Rainbow, Damsel.

n CHATTON TROUT FISHERY, 
BELFORD, 01668 215226
1 Sonia Matthews, Northumberland, 

12lb 10oz Brown, Bloodworm.

2 Alec Harvey, Cramlington, 7lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Dry Fly.

3 William Henfrey, Morpeth, 6lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Black Dry.

n CHURCH PADDOCK TROUT 
FISHERY, WINCHESTER, 
01962 884222
1 Bruce Foskett, Newbury, 7lb 7oz 

Rainbow, Black & Blue Damsel.

n DRAYCOTE TROUT FISHERY, 
RUGBY, 01788 812018
1 Louis Massarella, Leicester, 5lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

2 Kasidit Leoviriyakit, Bristol, 3lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Hopper.

n ELINOR, KETTERING, 
01832 720786
1 Ken Nicholls, Peterborough, 4lb 

15oz Rainbow, Muddler.

n EXE VALLEY FISHERY, 
DULVERTON, 07971 198559
1 Rob Crawford, Bristol, 5lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Quill Buzzer.

2 John Slaven, Taunton, 4lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Buzzer.

3 John Clarke, Somerset, 3lb 9oz 

Rainbow, Lure.

n EYEBROOK RESERVOIR, 
CALDECOTT, 01536 772930
1 Dave Chadwick, Market 

Harborough, 3lb 2oz Rainbow, Pin Fry 

Pattern.

n FOREMARK RESERVOIR, 
MILTON, 01283 703202
1 Barrie Lead, Derby, 5lb 0oz Brown, 

Diawl Bach.

n INNIS FLY FISHERY, NR ST 
AUSTELL, 01726 852382
1 Michael Barren, Ivybridge, 5lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Dawson’s Olive.

THIS MONTH’S BADGE WINNERS ALL FISH LISTED WERE CAUGHT DURING THE PERIOD JULY 21 TO 
AUGUST 20, 2017. ALL BADGES HAVE BEEN SENT OUT.
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Peter Doyle, from Old Colwyn in 
North Wales, with a 12lb 8oz rainbow 
trout caught on a skinny Black Buzzer
at Graiglwyd Springs trout fishery.

Ali Tait from Morpeth, 
Northumberland, with a fine 8lb 
rainbow caught from Long Crag lake 
at Thrunton fishery.

This hard-fighting 8lb 7oz rainbow 
was caught on floatfished Powerbait 
by Edinburgh angler Dean Little 
during a session at Fish XL.

Ten-year-old 
Murray Lamb 
from Edinburgh 
was thrilled 
with his catch 
from Chatton’s 
Dunnydeer 
Lake. All three 
lakes at the 
Northumberland 
complex are 
stocked with blue, 
tiger, brown and 
rainbow trout.

GRHE.

2 Robert Foxon, York, 6lb 7oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

n MEON SPRINGS, 
PETERSFIELD, 01730 823134
1 Bruce Foskett, Newbury, 7lb 13oz 

Rainbow, Green Damsel.

2 Steve Clitherow, Southampton, 5lb 

4oz Rainbow, Hare’s Ear Dry.

3 Nigel Lucas, Isle of Wight, 4lb 1oz 

Rainbow, Daddy Longlegs.

n NARBOROUGH COARSE AND 
TROUT LAKES, KING’S LYNN, 
01760 338005
1 Mark Neilson, Spalding, 9lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Snake.

2 Graham Love, Attleborough, 8lb 

6oz Rainbow, Pheasant Tail Nymph.

3 Graham Love, Norfolk, 7lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Cat’s Whisker.

n NEW MILLS TROUT FISHING 
PARK, BRAMPTON, 
016977 41115
1 William Crawford, St Neots, 13lb 

8oz Brown, Black Flapper.

n PENNINE TROUT FISHERY, 
LITTLEBOROUGH, 
01706 378325
1 Peter Fletcher, Manchester, 20lb 

7oz Rainbow, Yellow Egg Fly.

2 Lawson Bedford, Rotherham, 18lb 

5oz Rainbow, Black Lure.

n PRESS MANOR, 
CHESTERFIELD, 07976 306073
1 John Middleton-Pickett, Stockport, 

4lb 6oz Rainbow, Montana.

n ROCKBOURNE TROUT 
FISHERY, FORDINGBRIDGE, 
01725 518603
1 David Phillips, Bournemouth, 12lb 

2oz Rainbow, Montana.

2 Dave Ivey, Ferndown, 10lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Green Buzzer.

n SHARPLEY SPRINGS, 
SEAHAM, 0191 581 8045

2 Loren Bracher, St Austell, 3lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Shipman’s Buzzer.

n KILNSEY PARK FLY FISHERY, 
SKIPTON, 07765 688780
1 Jack Pollard, Bishop Auckland, 14lb 

1oz Rainbow, Buzzer.

2 Keith Hudson, Shipley, 11lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

2 Ryan Goldsborough, Stanley, 11lb 

2oz Rainbow, Black Buzzer.

n KINGFISHER TROUT LAKES, 
BROMYARD, 01885 488464
1 Barrie Thomas, Hereford, 2lb 11oz 

Rainbow, Cat’s Whisker.

2 Mark Evitt, Dudley, 2lb 8oz Rainbow, 

Mini Viva.

2 Maxwell Harvey, Leominster, 2lb 

8oz Rainbow, Montana.

2 R Kingston, Tewkesbury, 2lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Black Buzzer.

n KNITSLEY MILL (FLY), 
CONSETT, 07960 747417
1 Jack Kissack, Isle of Man, 15lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

2 Graham Madge, Consett, 6lb 8oz 

Brown, Black Buzzer.

3 Doug Carr, Newcastle on Tyne, 2lb 

12oz Rainbow, Dug’s Damsel.

n LANGLEY DAM, LANGLEY, 
01434 688846
1 John Dobson, Northumberland, 9lb 

10oz Rainbow, Orange Tinny.

2 Mikey Fullerton, Consett, 7lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Sedge.

3 Anthony Meadows, Newcastle upon 

Tyne, 5lb 8oz Rainbow, Buzzer.

n LEIGHTON RESERVOIR, 
RIPON, 01765 689270
1 Peter Crowe, Hartlepool, 8lb 9oz 

Rainbow, Hopper.

2 Brian Conway, Co Durham, 8lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Olive Buzzer.

n MARSTON WYSE TROUT 
FARM, YORK, 01904 738383 
1 Darren Cox, Selby, 7lb 12oz Rainbow, 

1 Rachel Abdy, Gateshead, 14lb 11oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

2 B Robson, Gateshead, 14lb 5oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

3 Anthony Meadows, Newcastle upon 

Tyne, 14lb 2oz Rainbow, Hare’s Ear.

n SIBLYBACK RESERVOIR, NR 
LISKEARD, 01579 346522
1 John Rumbold, Callington, 2lb 3oz 

Rainbow, Cruncher.

2 Dave Johns, St Austell, 1lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

n STOCKS RESERVOIR, 
CLITHEROE, 01200 446602
1 Andy Cooper, Wigan, 3lb 7oz 

Rainbow, White Snake Fry.

n SWEETHOPE LOUGH, 
HARLE, 01830 540349
1 Anthony Meadows, Newcastle upon 

Tyne, 3lb 1oz Rainbow, Sunburst Fab.

n TAVISTOCK TROUT FISHERY, 
TAVISTOCK, 01822 615441
1 Wayne Dundovic, Baisingstoke, 4lb 

14oz Rainbow, Black Nomad.

2 Mark Lee, Exeter, 3lb 4oz Blue, 

Brown Nymph.

3 Bruce Legg, Exeter, 2lb 14oz Blue, 

Daddy.

n TEMPLE TROUT FISHERY, 
BODMIN, 01208 821730
1 Reuben Girling, Truro, 3lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Orange Goldhead.

2 Kieran Roy, St Breward, 2lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Damsel Nymph.

3 Stuart Parkin, Newquay, 1lb 11oz 

Brown, Griffiths Gnat.

n THE RISING FISHERY, 
BURNLEY, 07725 054976
1 Jason Matthews, Colne, 19lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Green Fritz.

2 Martin Friend, Tarleton, 12lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

n THORNWOOD SPRINGS 
TROUT FISHERY, EPPING, 
07588 669255
1 Maxime Shaw, Bishops Stortford, 

2lb 0oz Rainbow, Fly.

n THRUNTON LONG CRAG 
TROUT FISHERY, ALNWICK, 
01665 574400
1 Leonard Broxson, Tanfield, 5lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Black Gnat.

n TOFT NEWTON TROUT 
FISHERY, MARKET RASEN, 
01673 878453
1 Pete Cowan, Scunthorpe, 5lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

2 Pete Cowan, Scunthorpe, 5lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

n WASHBURN VALLEY 
FISHERIES, HARROGATE, 
01943 880658
1 John Waterhouse, Skipton, 6lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Cat’s Whisker.

2 John Passelow, Otley, 6lb 7oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

SCOTLAND
n ALDERNEUK FISHERY, 
DUMFRIES, 07901 602020
1 Jim Skilling, Castle Douglas, 14lb 

0oz Rainbow, Foam Hopper.

2 Jim Skilling, Bridge of Dee, 10lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Cormorant.

3 Richard Diamond, Dumfries, 6lb 

12oz Rainbow, Daddy.

n ARTLOCH FISHERY, 
HUNTLY, 01466 799410 
1 Neil Scowen, Keith, 6lb 10oz 

Rainbow, Yellow Buzzer.

2 Gaenor Berkin, Kemnay, 3lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Buzzer.

n AVON TROUT FISHERY, 
AIRDRIE, 07876 512944
1 Dennis Lennon, Airdrie, 13lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Shipman’s Buzzer.

2 Tony Traynor, Clarkston, 13lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Buzzer.

n BORLAND RESERVOIR (FLY), 
CUMNOCK, 07958 279740
1 John Bicker, Kilmarnock, 11lb 0oz 

Golden, Spider & Sedge.

n BROOMHILL FLY FISHERY, 
AYR, 07711 527358
1 Ryan Caughie, Drongan, 17lb 3oz 

Rainbow, Black Rabbit.

2 Tom Carey, Kilmarnock, 14lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

3 Jim Abram, Kilmarnock, 13lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Red & Pink Buzzer.

n BURNS TROUT FISHERY 
(FLY), TARBOLTON, 
07751 523829
1 Vance Morrison, Mauchline, 8lb 0oz 

Quill Buzzer
Hook: Size 10-14 wet fly either 

 heavy or medium weight

Thread: Black

Body: Stripped peacock eye quill

Thorax: Tying thread

Wing buds: Sunburst goose biots

A FLY FOR RAITH LAKE
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THIS MONTH’S BADGE WINNERS

ENGLAND
Amherst Lodge, Lyme Regis,  

07753 640737

Bank House Fly Fishery, Lancaster, 

01524 770412

Bellbrook Valley Trout Fishery, 

Oakford, 01398 351292

Bewl Water, Lamberhurst,  

01892 890000

Blackdyke Trout Fly Fishery,

Thetford, 07525 730447

Blithfield Anglers, Abbots 

Bromley, 01283 840284

Clatworthy Reservoir, Taunton, 

01984 624658

Coltsford Mill Trout Fishery, 

Surrey, 01883 715666

Colwick Reservoir, Colwick,  

0115 987 0785

Ellerdine Lakes, Telford,  

07740 257585

Frensham Trout Fishery, Churt, 

01252 794321

Hawkridge Reservoir, Bridgwater, 

01278 671840

Higham Lake Trout Fishery, 

Ponteland, 07950 428159

HolliesTrout Farm & Fishery, 

Honiton, 01404 841428

Lechlade Trout Fishery,  

Lechlade, 01367 253266

Lenches Lakes, Evesham,  

01386 871035

Loynton Trout Fishery, Stafford, 

01785 284261

Moorhen Trout Fishery, Warnford, 

01730 829460

Norton Fishery, Stapleford Tawney,  

01708 688525

Packington Fisheries, Nr Coventry,  

01676 522754 

Patshull Park Fishery,

Wolverhampton, 01902 700774

Rib Valley Fishing Lakes, Ware, 

07812 464323

Simpson Valley Coarse & Trout 

Fishery, Holsworthy, 07855 413672

Spring Hill Trout Waters, Pembury, 

01892 826041

Sutton Bingham Reservoir,

nr Yeovil, 01935 872389

Syon Park, Brentford, 

07956 378138

Tenterden Trout Waters, 

Tenterden, 01580 763201

Thornton Reservoir, Thornton, 

01530 230807

West House Trout Lakes, 

Bishopton, 07836 330157

Westlow Mere, Congleton,  

01260 270012

Withern Mill Trout Farm, Alford, 

01507 450356

Woolaston Court Trout Lakes, 

Lydney, 01594 564624

SCOTLAND
Black Loch Fishery, Limerigg, 

07527 254811

Burnhouse Lochan Fishery, 

Bonnybridge, 01324 840404

Forbes of Kingennie, Dundee, 

01382 350777

Glen of Rothes, Aberlour,  

01340 831888 

Jericho Loch, Torthorwald,  

01387 750247

Kailzie Fishery (Fly & Bait), 

Peebles, 01721 729020

Mill of Kellas Trout Fishery (Fly & 

Bait), Elgin, 01343 890478

Millbuies Trout Fishery, Glen of 

Rothes, 01340 831888

Swanswater Fishery, Stirling, 

01786 814805

Tarvie Lochs, (Fly & Bait), Contin, 

01997 421250 

Wellsfield Trout Fishery (Fly & 

Bait), Denny, 01324 822800

WALES
Elan Valley, Rhayader, 01597 810383

Llandegla Trout Fishery, 

Wrexham, 01978 755851

Llyn Brenig, Corwen, 01490 420463

Llyn Clywedog Trout Fishery,

Llanidloes, 01686 623920

Llyngwyn, Rhayader, 01597 810383

Paper Mill Fishery, Swansea,  

07814 741252

Tree Tops Fly Fishery, Wrexham, 

01352 770648

Tyn-y-Graig Farm, Crynant,  

01639 750894

N. IRELAND
Park Lake Fishery, Dungannon, 

02887 728690

THE FOLLOWING ARE ALSO 2017 TROUTMASTERS WATERS

ALL FISH LISTED WERE CAUGHT DURING THE PERIOD JULY 21 TO 
AUGUST 20, 2017. ALL BADGES HAVE BEEN SENT OUT.

Rainbow, Black Lure.

2 Stuart Malcolm, Glasgow, 6lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Foam Emerger.

n CARLOGIE DAM FISHERY, 
CARNOUSTIE, 01241 853128
1 Alan Twaddle, Arbroath, 6lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Home-tied Fly.

2 Ally Stewart, Dundee, 4lb 12oz Blue, 

Diawl Bach.

3 Ally Stewart, Dundee, 2lb 12oz 

Rainbow, Blob.

n DUNLICHITY FISHERY, 
INVERNESS, 01808 521442
1 Mark Fuerst, North kessock, 3lb 

13oz Rainbow, Buzzer.

2 Liam Skinner, Avoch, 2lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

n FISH XL (BAIT), BROXBURN, 
07708 327841
1 Barry Jackman, Livingston, 9lb 11oz 

Rainbow, Bait.

2 Dean Little, Edinburgh, 8lb 7oz 

Rainbow, Powerbait.

3 Liam Ramage, Dunfermline, 8lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Float & Micetail.

n FISH XL (FLY), BROXBURN, 
07708 327841
1 Charles McNeil, Edinburgh, 9lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Pineapple Fritz.

2 Charles McNeil, Edinburgh, 9lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Pineapple Fritz.

3 Grant Hendry, Livingston, 8lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Pineapple Fritz.

n GEDDES TROUT FISHERY, 
NAIRN, 07849 089232
1 Brian Scobie, Inverness, 4lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

2 Ray Stewart, Forres, 3lb 5oz 

Rainbow, Green & Black Lure.

n GLENBERVIE FISHERY, 
LARBERT, 07968 251 832
1 Rev John Ewington, Barnstaple, 4lb 

0oz Rainbow, Daddy.

n GLENQUICKEN FARM 
TROUT FISHERY, NEWTON 
STEWART, 01671 820593
1 Stewart Cameron, Dumfries, 9lb 

3oz Rainbow, Fly.

2 Robert Hutchison, Lanark, 8lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Sedge.

n LOCHTER FISHERY, 
INVERURIE, 01651 872000
1 Charles McPhee, Peterhead, 10lb 

6oz Rainbow, Blob.

n MIDMAR STILLWATER 
FISHERY, MIDMAR, 
01330 833298
1 Gaenor Berkin, Kemnay, 3lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Buzzer.

n PARKVIEW FISHERY (FLY), 
CUPAR, 01337 831810
1 Michael Linton, Fife, 11lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Diawl Bach.

2 Gary Scott, Kirkcaldy, 10lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Ace of Spades.

3 Douglas Cooper, Glenrothes, 9lb 

11oz Rainbow, Buzzer.

n PINBRAID FISHERY, 
GIRVAN, 01465 891112
1 Jim Morgan, Coatbridge, 6lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Black Humungus.

n RAEMOIR TROUT FISHERY, 
BANCHORY, 01330 820092
1 Ron Stephen, Aberdeen, 8lb 8oz 

Blue, Buzzer.

2 Colin McDonald, Aberdeen, 7lb 8oz 

Blue, Buzzer.

n RAITH LAKE, KIRKCALDY, 
01592 646466
1 Donald MacKenzie, Rosyth, 10lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Hothead Damsel.

2 Neil Caird, Kirkcaldy, 8lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Yellow Owl.

3 Owen Cook, Kirkcaldy, 7lb 1oz 

Rainbow, Quill Buzzer.

n RESCOBIE LOCH DA, 
FORFAR, 01307 830367
1 Alan Woodrow, Montrose, 7lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Black Fritz.

2 Lee Brewster, Forfar, 6lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Brown Diawl Bach.

WALES
n BIGWELL, MONMOUTH, 
01600 772904
1 Paul Barnfield, Hereford, 2lb 10oz 

Brown, Floating Daddy.

2 Ben Pritchard, Newport, 2lb 9oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

n EISTEDDFA FISHERY (FLY), 
CRICCIETH, 01766 523425
1 Robert Ball, Beddgelert, 6lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Cat’s Whisker.

2 David Webster, Gwynedd, 5lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Green Fritz.

n GRAIGLWYD SPRINGS, 
BANGOR, 01492 622338
1 Alex Gibson, Warrington, 27lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Black Goldhead Buzzer.

2 Shaun Sinnott, Lancaster, 23lb 3oz 

Rainbow, Bloodworm.

3 Brian Harvey, Frodsham, 22lb 1oz 

Rainbow, Blob.

n TAN-Y-MYNYDD FISHERY, 

ABERGALE, 01745 826722
1 Fred Parry, Colwyn Bay, 8lb 4oz 

Brown, Sedge.

1 Gareth Jones, Deeside, 8lb 4oz 

Rainbow, Cat’s Whisker.

3 Brian Popplewell, Deeside, 6lb 2oz 

Brown, Okey Dokey.

n YNYS-Y-FRO RESERVOIRS, 
NEWPORT, 01633 421854
1 David Price, Pontypool, 3lb 8oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

2 Terry O’Connor, Cwmbran, 3lb 6oz 

Rainbow, Fly.

3 Kenneth Bowring, Cardiff, 2lb 9oz 

Rainbow, Black Hopper.

FRANCE
n LA CASCADE, ESTREE-
WAMIN, 0033 3 2148 8920
1 Phillipe Labenne, France, 6lb 0oz 

Rainbow, Cormorant.

n MOULIN DE CHAISE DIEU DU 
THEIL, LE THEIL, 
0033 2 3232 6594
1 Christian Gendre, France, 7lb 14oz 

Rainbow, Amber Sedge.

2 Robert Taillandier, France, 7lb 11oz 

Rainbow, Green Montana.

3 Jean Maze Helleux, France, 6lb 2oz 

Rainbow, Mayfly.



S
EPTEMBER and October are the busiest two 
months of the competition calendar. National 
Qualifiers are held across the home nations 
where the top few anglers, usually 20-28, make 
the grade for next year’s Home International 

teams who compete in the spring and autumn. 
Then there’s the Autumn International where all of last 

year’s qualifiers selected for the autumn team meet to 
fight it out for the bragging rights of UK glory. 

Rutland hosted this year’s English National final where 
120 anglers fished for the top 28 places, making the two 
teams of 14 for next spring and autumn. 

Going into October there is the infamous Airflo Anglian 
Water International where teams of six anglers compete 
for the team ‘FA Cup’ of flyfishing by competing over two 
days at Rutland Water. Combined weights over two days 
will determine the champions of 2017. 

This year also sees Draycote Water host the 
Troutmasters Final, Trout Fisherman magazine’s very 
own competition, where anglers fish boat and bank 
sessions and finishing positions are combined to 
determine the winner.

Although many of these are individual events you 
find that friends and teams work as a unit to help all to 
qualify or win the event. My team are no exception to this 
as we pool information for the English National Final 
despite in being a solely individual competition to gain 
an England cap. We work hard as a unit and prepare for 
weeks – this year is no exception. 

I find it amusing at the sudden friendships that appear 
and the number of phone calls my team mates receive 
requesting information having seen us fish well in 
practice. I am the very first to help any angler out there 
but where we spend a lot of money and time to get to the 
pinnacle of an England cap my lips remain sealed.

Time bonuses

The whole debate of time bonus and the allotted 1lb an 
hour rises again. Most competitions were giving 2lb an 
hour to the angler who caught his limit early to award his 
skills. This was dropped to 1lb an hour and has caused 
grumbles. It was to encourage anglers to target better 
fish but they are not there to target in numbers. 

Recent and fresh stocked fish become very tricky 
after anglers – for some unknown reason – insist on 
hammering them through practice and brag of great 
scores in the car parks. 

Stocked fish vary in size with some as small as 1lb 4oz 
and some as big as 4lb-plus. This means an angler who 
catches eight for 13lb by 1pm would weigh 18lb with 
his 1lb an hour time bonus, assuming the competition 
finishes at 6pm. A fellow angler who catches eight by 4pm

with a couple of bigger stocked fish and weighs 17lb some 
three-hours later,r  would beat you by 1lb. It’s great for 
this angler but the unlucky angler who skilfully caught 
his limit some three-hours earlier often goes home 
disgruntled. 

A great way forward would be for the time bonus to be 
the average weight of fish caught in weeks leading to the 
competition and I know this has been done before and 
you can’t get any fairer than that.

If someone targets bigger fish at this time of year to 
get their England place, brown trout often figure in their 
bags of fish as browns start chasing fry. Rules state just 
one brown trout per bag, which I know meant a good 
friend missed out on a cap last time it was held at Rutland 
as he had seven fish but returned an additional good 
brown trout. Had that been a rainbow he’d have been in 
the England team. 

By allowing one brown trout per man, technically, 
they’re allowing 120 browns to be killed. On an 
impressive day at this time of year, 120 anglers may weigh 
in only 10-12 browns so – at this grand stage – to miss out 
on a cap as you were targeting better fish and happen to 
catch two browns doesn’t sit right with me and many 
others.

The de-barbed debate

The Autumn International on the Lake of Menteith has 
it right. Despatch the first three and you’re awarded 2lb 
for each fish returned on barbed hooks. This allows the 
angler to fish the full allotted time to show their skill by 
catching fish. 

I fish my 13th Home International this year and my first 
on the stunning Lake of Menteith. It promises to be a 
cracker! 

Many competitions go barbless after your limit has 
been reached and this is great if everyone abides by the 
rules. I have fished with anglers who simply refuse to 
do it. I’ve had anglers checked and are told to squash 
it down a little more. One angler was fishing a double 
hook and refused to take it off. I just smiled as he wasn’t 
in the frame, but it bewilders me. How can you define a 
properly-debarbed hook if no one is checking. Enforcing 
manufactured barbless hooks in my opinion would be 
wrong so should it be barbed all the way? That debate 
could rumble for years.

In next month’s issue, see who will be crowned 
National Champion in their respective country and 
which country lifts the bragging rights of the top UK Fly 
Fishing Team. Full reports from the English National 
Final and Autumn Home International on Lake of 
Menteith.

Iain Barr
Former world champion Iain Barr
discusses the late-season match finalsdiscusses the late-season match finals
and some of the rules in need of
review to keep competitions fair

“This year also sees Draycote host the 

Troutmasters Final, Trout Fisherman 

magazine's very own competition.”

Iain Barr: 

Has fished for England 
24 times across World, 
European, Loch-style 
and Rivers International 
Teams. 

QUALITY FRY 
PATTERNS

Iain Barr World Champions Choice

For more top patterns visit www.iainbarrflyfishing.co.uk

www.iainbarrflyfishing.co.uk

FROM 
JUST £1
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HOLIDAYS
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HOLIDAYS
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AAPGAI 
INSTRUCTION

TUITION

MISCELLANEOUS

TACKLE

FRANCE

CORNWALL

NORFOLK

BUCKS/BEDS

WALES

WEST SUSSEX

SCOTLAND

SCOTLAND WORCESTERSHIRE

YOUR GUIDE TO GREAT TROUT FISHING

Don’t miss the next issue on sale
 11 October 2017

PETER GILES 
Casting/Fishing Instruction

River, Lake and drift fishing.

Guiding on the River Teme.

BEGINERS/IMPROVERS/ADVANCED

Shropshire SY8 4NR

T: 01584 711394 M: 07432 047079

www.pete-giles-flyfishing.co.uk POCHARD LAKE 
TROUT FISHERY

Memberships available.

Beautiful and private, well 
stocked 2 acre lake with club 

house, set in 23 acres of wooded 
grounds. Bucks/Beds border.
For details please telephone

01525 234112 or 07809 432182
www.pochardlakefishing.co.uk

TREE MEADOW 
TROUT FISHERY

CORNWALL
(Nr Hayle)

TR27 5EP
Troutmaster Water

TWO CLEAR LAKES

3.5 ACRES Of 

CLEAR WATER

Fully stocked tackle shop.

Tel: 01736 850899

FLY FISHING, 
RESTAURANT, 

BAR, B&B
La Cascade is a new trout fi shery set in 
the beautiful Canche Valley in Northern 
France. Located only 75 mins from Calais, 
30 from Arras. 40 from Amiens and close 
to many WWI sites.

The lake is about 1.5 acres with a lodge 
room WC and shower and stocked with 
rainbows and some browns from 2lbs to 
doubles.

Our fi shery is part of the La Cascade 
domain which includes a bar, restaurant, 
5 double B&B’s and a gite.

Ideal for midweek or weekend breaks. 
Corporate days available.

Tel: 00 33 (0) 321 48 89 20

lacascadefrance.com

WILD BROWNIES RIVER EDEN
24 miles of great water on the River Eden with an 

award winning family hotel and fish restaurant

Tufton Arms Hotel, Market Square, 
Appleby, Cumbria, 017683 51593 

www.tuftonarmshotel.co.uk

SPECIAL 2 DAY  
TROUT FISHING COURSES

B&B from £320 for 2 people.

3 DAY SPEYCASTING 
COURSES

With good spring fishing. 
Full board from £645. 

GRAIGLWYD SPRINGS TROUT 

FISHERY & HOLIDAY COTTAGES

NORTH WALES FINEST TO 
CATCH BIG FISH

Now offering 6 spacious newly 
built modern cottages within 

the grounds

www.graiglwydsprings.co.uk
www.graiglwydspringsholidaycottages.co.uk

Please contact Huw Jones on
01492 622 338

“Stunning Location”

JERICHO LOCH
DUMFRIES, SCOTLAND, DG1 1RZ

FISHING LODGE WITH KITCHEN 

AND TOILET FACILITIES

Full day ticket - 4 fish limit - £25
Any four hours - 2 fish limit - £15

Catch & release - any four hours - £15 
no tag fish chance on this ticket

For further details visit:
Facebook: Jericho Fly Fishers
or contact Kelly 07955060347                        

David 07856725871

Norman
Vernon
Game

Angling 
Instructor

Beginner days in North Wales
1-1 or 1-2

T: 0151 639 5392 / 
07973 620 433

E: norman@offlimitsflyfishing.co.uk
www.offlimitsflyfishing.co.uk

FLY FISHING 
from £10.00. Blue, rainbow 

and brown trout

CAMPING 
from £10.00. Toilet and 

shower block

BED AND BREAKFAST 
£30.00 per person 

per night

Coarse fishing also available

www.fronfarmfishery.co.uk 
01974 251392 

sue@fronfarmfishery.co.uk

One of England’s top trout 
stillwaters for over 25 years, 

the fi shery is nestled in a 
picturesque valley at the

foot of the South Downs in
Arundel, West Sussex. The four
crystal-clear, spring fed lakes 

are stocked daily with Rainbows, 
Browns and Blues, averaging 
2lb - 3lb and up into double 

fi gures. Tickets from £25. Open 
from 8.00am. Discounts for 

block/season tickets. Lakeside 
lodge with complimentary tea 

& coffee. Tackle shop and toilet 
on-site. Tuition available. 

Pre-booking advisable
01903 883742

www.chalksprings.com

CHALK SPRINGS

10% discount with this ad 
(terms apply)

Broad Oak 
Trout Lakes
Fly Fishing & 
Tackle Shop

4 acres of spring fed lakes 

Spectacular surroundings, 

tranquil location

OPEN ALL YEAR
Tuesday to Sunday 8am until dusk

Malvern, Worcestershire, WR8 0AT

01684 311499 / 07717 627951

www.broadoaktroutlakes.co.uk

FISHERY FINDER

ANGLING AUCTIONS
Auction of Fishing Tackle & Related Items

on Saturday 30th September 2017

SALE INCLUDES
Approx. 650 lots of vintage and modern tackle,

cased fish, trophies, art and books.
To be held at:

Crosfield Hall, Broadwater Rd., 

Romsey, Hants., SO51 8GL

For further information contact: 

Neil Freeman, Angling Auctions,

30 Basepoint, Premier Way, Romsey, Hants. SO51 9AQ

Tel: 01794 518076. Mobile: 07785 281349

www.angling-auctions.com
Email: neil@anglingauctions.demon.co.uk

Catalogues: £10.00/£11.00 by post

The UK’s leading specialist angling auction

Excellent Trout Fishing 
£15 up to 4 hours, £20 up to 8 hours 

Special rates for Pensioners and Children

Call 07894 835232 or 01464 871325
On Wednesdays call 07874 851716 or 01651 851839

Email haddofishery@outlook.com Facebook HADDO fishery

Morton Fishings
Morton Road, Mid Calder,

Livingston, Lothian, EH 53 0JT

01506 883295 07592 577652

jon@marklefi sheries.co.uk
www.mortonfi shings.co.uk
Free rising fi sh, a variety 
of depths, combined with 
natural bays and contours, 
and the purest of waters. 

Midweek and evening 
fi shing now available.

Markle Fisheries

Quality Trout Fishing

East Linton, East Lothian, 
EH40 3EB

01620 861213 
 07974 295436

3 Lochs available. 
Trout up to 24lbs

www.marklefi sheries.com
info@marklefi sheries.com

ATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIXATOMSIX
Fly Rods By S J Parkes

www.atomsix.co.uk www.facebook.com/atomsixfl yrods

NARBOROUGH

FISHERIES

01760 338005

www.narsh.co.uk

West Norfolk’s premiere

Trout Fishery, with Norfolk

Chalk Stream River Nar

fed lakes. The home of

Big Fish

Catch and Release.



Trout Fisherman, Bauer 

Media House, Lynch 

Peterborough, PE2 6EA

Tel: 01733 468000 

EDITORIAL

EDITOR

Russell Hill 01733 395131

russell.hill@bauermedia.co.uk

FEATURES EDITOR 

Jeffrey Prest 01733 395132 

jeffrey.prest@bauermedia.co.uk

TROUTMASTERS CO-ORDINATOR

Samantha Toombs 01733 395157 

samantha.toombs@bauermedia.co.uk

DEPUTY HEAD OF HUB, ANGLING

Beverly Winram 

ART DIRECTOR

Hakan Simsek

ART EDITOR

Leigh Johnson 

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHERS

Lloyd Rogers & Jacques Portal

ADVERTISING

COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR

Donna Harris 01733 395028

donna.harris@bauermedia.co.uk

COMMERCIAL MANAGER

Jonathan Taylor 01733 395036

jonathan.taylor@bauermedia.co.uk

TELESALES EXECUTIVES

Victoria Potter 01733 366420

Robert Harding 01733 366316

MARKETING Tel: 01733 468000

MARKETING MANAGER Gillian Giannioti

DIRECT MARKETING MANAGER Julie Spires

HEAD OF NEWSTRADE MARKETING Leon Benoiton

NEWSTRADE MARKETING MANAGER Sam Tomblin

PRODUCTION

ADVERTISING PRODUCTION

Nikki Palmer 01733 468696

PRINTED BY Wyndeham Peterborough

DISTRIBUTED BY Frontline

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BACK ISSUES

To ensure you don’t miss an issue and for the best 

subscription offers visit the website: www.

greatmagazines.co.uk/troutfisherman

For subscription and back issue queries (the last 3 

back issues can be purchased), please contact CDS 

Global on Bauer@subscription.co.uk Tel: 01858 438884

BAUER CONSUMER MEDIA

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Steve Fitzpatrick

MANAGING DIRECTOR - SPORT Patrick Horton 

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR June Smith-Sheppard

DIGITAL DIRECTOR Charlie Calton-Watson

FINANCE DIRECTOR Lisa Hayden

GROUP FINANCE & STRATEGY DIRECTOR

Sarah Vickery

GROUP MANAGING DIRECTOR Rob Munro-Hall

CEO Paul Keenan

Trout Fisherman magazine is published 13 times a year by Bauer Consumer 
Media Ltd, registered address Bauer Media, Media House, Lynch Wood, 
Peterborough, PE2 6EA. Registered number 01176085. No part of the 
magazine may be reproduced in any form in whole or in part, without the 
prior permission of Bauer. All material published remains the copyright of 
Bauer and we reserve the right to copy or edit, any material submitted to the 
magazine without further consent. The submission of material (manuscripts 
or images etc) to Bauer Media whether unsolicited or requested, is taken as 
permission to publish that material in the magazine, on the associated 
website, any apps or social media pages affiliated to the magazine, and any 
editions of the magazine published by our licensees elsewhere in the world. 
By submitting any material to us you are confirming that the material is your 
own original work or that you have permission from the copyright owner to 
use the material and to authorise Bauer to use it as described in this 
paragraph. You also promise that you have permission from anyone featured 
or referred to in the submitted material to it being used by Bauer. If Bauer 
receives a claim from a copyright owner or a person featured in any material 
you have sent us, we will inform that person that you have granted us 
permission to use the relevant material and you will be responsible for 
paying any amounts due to the copyright owner or featured person and/or for 
reimbursing Bauer for any losses it has suffered as a result. Please note, we 
accept no responsibility for unsolicited material which is lost or damaged in 
the post and we do not promise that we will be able to return any material to 
you. Finally, whilst we try to ensure accuracy of your material when we 
publish it, we cannot promise to do so. We do not accept any responsibility 
for any loss or damage, however caused, resulting from use of the material 
as described in this paragraph. COMPLAINTS: Bauer Consumer Media Limited 
is a member of the Independent Press Standards Organisation (www.ipso.
co.uk) and endeavours to respond to and resolve your concerns quickly. Our 
Editorial Complaints Policy (including full details of how to contact us about 
editorial complaints and IPSO’s contact details) can be found at www.
bauermediacomplaints.co.uk. Our email address for editorial complaints 
covered by the Editorial Complaints Policy is complaints@bauermedia.co.uk

Wet fly 
tactics

No they’re not a dying 
art. Wet flies are just 
as productive today 

as they ever were 

Late season 
dry fly

Iain Barr and Dave 
Shipman enjoy 

surface sport at 
Grafham Water 

Tiny new 
Booby flies

Rob Edmunds 
reveals winning 

tactics & patterns 
from competitions

NEXT 
MONTH

ISSUE 502 ON SALE OCT 11

ADVICE SQUAD YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
LETTERS & OPINIONS VIEWS THAT SHAPE OUR SPORT

CATCH A 
FRY FEEDER

l The gear you need l Most productive 
patterns l Killer set-ups 

l Fry-feeding catch stories

PLUS



www.troutfisherman.co.uk98    TROUT FISHERMAN | SEPTEMBER 13 - OCTOBER 10

H
E doesn’t actually cry but he does give the 

impression that much more of this nonsense 

and tears will be inevitable. For now, though, 

he says his piece and the video ends with 

him trudging away from his chair in the style 

of one who ‘needs a moment.’

His name is Jason Klass, and it seems all is not well in the 

world of tenkara. In a clip entitled Let’s End the Tenkara Civil 
War! Klass laments that the ‘tenkaraverse’ is fighting among!
itself, ruining everything “with ego, slander and hate”.  

Klass, according to his website Tenkara Talk, is a formerk
flyfishing guide and casting instructor based in Colorado. He 

was an early adopter of tenkara in the West and has been 

fishing the method for a variety of species since 2009.

So he presumably now knows that unveiling something new 

is like grief: it has five stages.

Stages one and two are scepticism and ridicule, and if 

you’ve only followed tenkara’s arrival in western angling on a

casual basis, you won’t need much more detail. Let’s just say 

that when oneupmanship joins forces with “but we’ve always

done it this way”, any innovator is in for a hell of a fight, even 

if his shiny new idea strips down to nothing more threatening 

than a minimalist strain of flyfishing born on Japanese

mountain streams.

Shorn of a reel, its long rod and light line combination 

optimises fly presentation, went the sales pitch. It is 

flyfishing without the complexities.

Compared to lobbying for legalisation of drugs or the 

normalising of open marriage, it was tame stuff but that 

didn’t matter. Its opponents found their foot in a familiar 

door and the chance to re-run a well-worn script was 

irresistible.

They affected knowing smiles and slow headshakes and, if 

asked for their opinion on this new way of fishing (or even if 

they weren’t) would issue a response that nearly always 

included the words, “It’s all very well, but...”

And when a superiority complex alone failed to force 

tenkara back under its stone, they introduced Scepticism’s 

bastard twin, Ridicule. Tenkara wasn’t just ‘odd’ or 

‘unnecessary’ now, it was the province of people a little bit

up themselves. Metrosexuality in waders. The traditionalists 

weren’t having it.

Stirring
At this point, journalists being people who stir for a living, we 

mulled the possibility of a satirical cartoon strip in Trout 
Fisherman, featuring an unwitting counter-revolutionary by

the name of Ken Tara; a man who embraces tenkara’s Far 

Eastern culture with a toe-curling crassness that horrifies 

the purists – right down to the trout sushi dinners and the

lone pagoda on a Basildon housing estate.

Pure mischief-making, but the fact is, we’d spotted trouble 

“Tenkara wasn’t just ‘unnecessary’ now, it was 

the province of people a little bit up themselves. 

Traditionalists weren’t having it...”

in both camps by this stage. Different facets of that same, 

tiresome human trait for seeking out spurious pedestals on 

which we feel we can stand to look down at others. With 

varying degrees of subtlety, we do it with everything, from 

what we drive and where we holiday, to how we worship, so

when the Great Unimpressed hauled themselves atop 500 

years of western angling tradition and gave this Japanese 

interloper a piece of their mind, they were simply displaying 

that same genetic tendency towards division and conquest.

And now, if Jason Klass’s concerns are justified, we have 

witnessed stage three. The rancour has moved in-house, as if 

tenkara devotees have become so accustomed to justifying

themselves to outsiders, they have begun taking the fight to 

each other.

Name-dropping
I had a feeling we might end up here, when I read a blog post 

several years ago entitled, 10 signs you might be taking
tenkara too seriously... I particularly remember the tendency

to out-namedrop one another when it came to your favourite 

ancient Japanese tenkara guru. Again, whether you fish or 

not, that is just our species all over.

I’m sure we’ve all been to rock concerts where the 

cognoscenti vie to recognise the next song before anyoneti
else. Someone I know once saw this go horribly wrong at a 

Neil Young gig, when the guitarist plucked only two chords 

before someone began manically applauding.

“Thanks,” said Young, “but I was actually just tuning up.”

Ooooooh, let me get you some cream for that burn…

While the Klass video hints at the same self-regard that 

may have brought matters to where they now are 

(‘tenkaraverse’? ‘Civil war’? Seriously...?) it also marks stage

4 – acknowledgment; and if he’s wondering what comes next, 

I might be able to help him.  

For I, too, have tenkara’d. Wandered Derbyshire streams 

with Bernie Maher [Turning Japanese,TF473] and marvelledF
at the convenience and simplicity of the method, as the 

contents of a single chest pack secured numerous brownies 

and a day’s easy walking. Later, as Bernie enthused about the

Japanese connection, its history and its flies, I began to 

perceive how sport could once again provide the gateway to 

a land and culture about which I know so little, just as cricket 

once did with the Indian sub-continent.

So I’m happily sold on tenkara, but in the same way I think 

Bernie is; not as a social accessory, nor as some quasi-

religion, but simply as a charming way to fish, that takes its 

place alongside all the others.

Behold stage 5: acceptance and perspective. Now someone 

get Jason a hankie.

Tenkara: all rather 
lovely once you 
remove your head 
from where the sun 
doesn’t shine.

Wading in
First criticised from outside, it seems
tenkara is now turning on itsel
A fishing row, or just human nature
in action...?

Jeffrey Prest: 
The TF Features Editor TF
on what’s caught his 
attention this month. 
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THE BERMUDA RANGE
Built specifically for saltwater fishing in tropical heat. 16 strand  
braided monofilament core stays firm whilst others wilt

• Available in Two Tone Floating sizes 5 to 13 and Standard  
Floating in sizes 6 to 12

• Clear Intermediate from 6 to 12

• Two Tone Short with 22 foot head in sizes 7 to 12

• Lost Tip floating with Intermediate clear tip sizes 7 to 12 

• J3 coating, welded loops and laser etched ID  
across the range

THE AMBUSH RANGE
Quick loading and designed for roll casting, single handed and spey

• Available in Floating from 175 to 650 grains with  
18 to 30 foot heads

• Short for when things are really tight from 175 to 325 grains 
with 14 to 16 foot heads

• Neutralizer Intermediate in sizes 4 to 10

• Clear Head 1.75 i.p.s slow sinker in sizes 5 to 10

• Shooting Head in sizes 5 to 14

• J3 coating, welded loops and laser etched ID  
across the range



  BE CONFIDENT WADING IN AND OUT OF THE WATER. INTRODUCING THE HODGMAN H-LOCK™   

  WADING BOOT SYSTEM, ENABLING YOU TO WADE WITH CONFIDENCE, NO MATTER THE TERRAIN.   

  PACKED FULL OF TECHNOLOGY INCLUDING A FOUR SOLE OPTION DUAL LOCKING SYSTEM,   

  SUPERIOR DRAINING FLUSH CHANNELS AND CORROSION-RESISTANT HARDWARE.   

  THE MOST VERSATILE WADING BOOT SYSTEM AVAILABLE.   

TWIST.  
LOCK.
TRACTION  
CONTROL.

  INTERNAL DRAINAGE CHANNELS   

  FLUSHES DEBRIS AND EXCESS WATER   

  FROM THE BOOT   

  HODGMAN WADETECH® SOLES UTILISE A   

  SPECIFICALLY FORMULATED RUBBER COMPOUND   

  THAT IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONAL GRIP   

  AND STABILITY ON SLICK ROCKS   

  THE DUAL LOCK SYSTEM HOLDS THE SOLE SECURELY   

  IN PLACE. ONCE ENGAGED, THE SOLE WILL NOT COME   

  OFF UNLESS BOTH THE FRONT AND REAR LOCKS ARE   

  DISENGAGED SIMULTANEOUSLY   

GOT TO KNOW MORE. WWW.HODGMAN.COM


