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We have in-house manufacturing 
facilities and are happy to quote 
on unique projects, so 
please contact us 

Milltek Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems
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1800cc Stroker Conversions
Forged Pistons & Con-Rods
Competition Bearings, Cambelts, Multilayer Headgaskets
Fully Modified Cylinder Heads
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0115 978 4148

French Car Specialists
Citroën l Renault l Peugeot Established Since 1988

Prima Racing, Palm Street, New Basford, Nottingham, NG7 7HS  Fax: 0115 979 2427
MAIL ORDER – SECURE ONLINE ORDERING – WORLDWIDE DELIVERY
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NEW EDITOR AT PFC!

WE WANT YOUR CAR!

After a fantastic 5 years work, Davy has moved 
onto pastures new which means its time for 
a new editor. So here, I guess, is where I had 
better introduce myself: I’m Simon Comins, 
better known as “Chip” to my friends.

I’ve worked for various car mags in the past, 
but this is a very natural home for me now as I am 
more than a little obsessed with French hot hatches 
and have been for quite some years now, so I have 
really enjoyed writing for the mag in recent months 
and really am thrilled to be taking over as editor. 

I started out in French car ownership about a dozen years ago 
with an Mi16 205 and still have a huge love of these despite it being 
so long since I last owned one. For this reason I thought it fitting to 
feature one in my first issue of the mag, which you will find on p24.

More recently french car ownership for me has been mainly about 
Clios. I’ve got a couple of them at the moment still and if you turn to p52, 
you will find a feature on the Mk2 Clio 172 Cup turbo that is my most 
recent project, the feature was actually shot at the end of last year at 
the Clio Sport Owners Club weekender, but Davy hasn’t had a chance 
to run it till now, so it seems like great timing to do so this month as its 
a good introduction to myself and what I have been up to with building 
my own car which will show you all some of the stuff I’m into building.

Davy is leaving me some very big boots to fill and I am hoping to carry 
on with a lot of the same aspects of the mag that Davy has already been 
focussing on, but in particular I would love to see the clubs getting even 
more involved as well, as to me clubs are the heart of the french car scene.

So if you are doing a meet you would like to see covered 
or if you have a member who is handy with the spanners and 
has done a “how to” guide you think shows off what your club 
members do and would interest our readers then drop me a line 
at chip@performancefrenchcars.co.uk and let me know.

I’d also love to see more features in the mag where its 2 or 3 friends with 
similar cars and done as a group feature showing how each of them has 
approached their builds, so if you think that could be you and your mate, 
send us some details to: features@performancefrenchcars.co.uk. 
Looking forward to meeting as many of you as possible at French Car Show.

Simon ‘Chip’ Comins 
Editor

Make sure you never miss an issue and
get PFC delivered to your door for just 
£20. That’s right; just £20 will get you 
six, glorious issues of PFC. Go to
www.performancefrenchcars.co.uk 
to sign up today!

SUBSCRIBE!

Image Courtesty of 
FrozenSpeed.com





T H E  U K ’ S  N o . 1  R E N A U LT,  P E U G E O T  &  C I T R O Ë N  T U N I N G  M A G A Z I N E

SUNDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2016 
9AM-5PM //ADVANCE TICKETS £12.95 PER PERSON // UNDER 16 FREE

END OF 
SEASON 
EXPO

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE FROM 7TH JUNE 2016 AT 
WWW.PERFORMANCEFRENCHCARS.CO.UK

EXHIBITION & CONFERENCE CENTRE 
DONINGTON PARK, CASTLE DONINGTON, DERBY DE74 2RP

n Massive 5000m2 exhibition hall  n Club Stands (indoor and out) n Renaultsport Collectors Arena  n PFC Magazine 
Select & Cover Cars n Trade Stands  n Magazine Stand  n Frost Car Care Select (indoors)   n Product giveaways and 
sampling  n Rolling Road  n Manufacturers n Big names in French Car Tuning and performance parts 
n Motorsport Exhibits  n F1 museum special offer (next door) n Awesome feedback from year one  
n Demos  n Clio Cup Racers  n 750mc Race Cars

Now in its third year, this is a largely indoor event in the East Midlands 

with club stands and much much more – run by the team behind 

Performance French Cars Magazine and French Car Show.

FREE PFC 

MAGAZINE



TICKETS FROM £20 
TRACK FROM £25/SESSION

n 16TH ANNUAL SHOW  n ROLLING ROAD  n TUTORIALS & DEMOS  n CIRCUIT  n CLUB STANDS 
n FREE PARADE LAPS  n TRADE VILLAGE  n THEMED PADDOCKS  n FREE TRACK PASSENGER RIDES 

n MAGAZINE STAND  n MOST IMPORTANTLY, CLUB CARS AND YOU! 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT WWW.FRENCHCARSHOW.CO.UK
All prices include 20% VAT. All orders £2.95 P&P.

CASTLE  COMBE CIRCUIT,  WILTSHIRE  SN14  7EY
(CAMPERS ARRIVAL 6PM FRIDAY 3RD) • SATURDAY 4TH JUNE 8AM - 5PM SHOW DAY • SUNDAY 5TH JUNE 10AM - 3PM  CLUB CHILL DAY

4TH-5TH JUNE 2016
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PFC EXPO 2016 
6TH NOVEMBER
Once again it returns to Donington. It is a 
little later this year, so should make for a 
great chilled out end to the show season!

Tickets are on sale on the French 
Car Show website from 6th of June 
(www.frenchcarshow.co.uk)

PFC NURBURGING TRIP 
20TH-25TH OF JULY
It would be fantastic to see as many of 
you guys there as possible, if you havent 
ever been, then you really should make 
plans as no one knows how long this 
iconic track will be able to continue to 
offer the "Tourist Days" that we all enjoy 
so much and you would be missing out 
if you never got the chance to try them!

OTHER KEY SHOW 
AND EVENT DATES 
FOR YOUR DIARY:
3-5th June 
French Car Show Castle Combe

1-3rd July 
Cliosport Festival Blyton

2-3rd July 
RTOC National Day Santa Pod

10th July 
Pugfest Prescott Hill

30th July 
Fast Car Festival - Donington

20th August 
OrigineRS - Goodwood

25th September 
Trax - Silverstone

12th September 
CSOC with OpenTrack - Angelsey

6th November 
PFC Magazine Expo 
- Donington ‘Engine Room’

SHOW SEASON IS 
FINALLY UPON US! 

Ring images courtesty 
of FrozenSpeed.com

NEWS & EVENTS
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SPECIALISED CUSTOM TUNING
FOR RENAULT, CITROEN, AND PEUGEOT CARS

IN-HOUSE DEVELOPED CUSTOM REMAPPING

PERFORMANCE PACKAGES

ADVANCED 2400 BHP 4WD 
DYNO DYNAMICS DYNO CELL

info@rstuning.co.uk       www.rstuning.co.uk 

Call +44(0) 1132 436444

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK TO SEE OUR 
PERFORMANCE TUNING. SEARCH RS TUNING LIMITED

MOST MAKES AND MODELS 
CATERERED FOR FROM 
SERVICING TO FULL 
CUSTOM BUILDS





Got a new product? Then email chip@performancefrenchcars.co.uk
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ProductNews

HEADREST MOUNT
Headrest mount is a 
track day approved In car 
camera mount designed by 
professional racer Chris Dymond. 

CNC machined aluminium and stainless 
steel construction, Headrest mount is safe and secure, 
taking only seconds to fit and require no tools. 

Compatible with ANY camera thanks to its industry standard 1/4" tripod thread 
fitting and gives you 4 axis' placement. A bucket seat version is in development.

PRICE: £120
CONTACT: www.headrestmount.co.uk 

GAZ ADJUSTABLE DAMPERS FOR 
PEUGEOT 106/CITROEN SAXO 
GAZ is now offering rebound adjustable strut 
inserts for the front and GT dampers for the 
rear of all models.  Fully adjustable rear 
dampers enable the damping bump and 
rebound rate to be adjusted to suit the 
conditions and driving style. The units have 
adjustable damping rates which can be altered 
by means of an easily accessible knob on the 
side. Front strut inserts have rebound adjustment. 
GAZ can set the dampers up for general 
road use and they will also be suitable for the 
occasional track slalom and sprint use; alternatively, 
they can be set up for serious racing use if you so wish. 
All are covered by a 2 year warranty GAZ adjustable front strut 
inserts can be ordered as part number GAI3004 at £83.62 each 
and rear GT dampers as GT6-2185 at £55.03 each plus VAT. 

FROM: GAZ
CONTACT: www.gazshocks.com 



Got a new product? Then email chip@performancefrenchcars.co.uk
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ProductNews

SCORPION CLIO 200T 
EXHAUST OPTIONS
(AS DEVELOPED ON FEATURE CAR PAGE 32) 
The exhausts gurus at Scorpion have 
developed a full stainless system saving 
over 2.2kg on O.E. and the helps 200T to 
throw out another 2.8hp on the cat back 
option alone. 

PRICE: Downpipe (de-cat) £339.00 
Downpipe (sports-cat) £649.00 
Secondary cat replacement £159.00 
Cat-Back non resonated £499.00 
All prices include VAT
CONTACT: Available from 
various Scorpion Dealers

MOMO COMPETITION 
EVO STEERING WHEEL  
The new MOMO Competition Evo wheel 
features perforated Air Leather on the rim to 
provide a comfortable grip no matter how 
hot the competition gets. The alloy centre 
features six hex bolt fixings and a laser 
etched MOMO logo with ‘COMPETITION 
EVO’ product identification in red and a 
MOMO horn push, making it suitable for 
road or track use. The top rim features 
an iconic MOMO logo embroidered in 
golden yellow to ensure no one is in any 
doubt as to this wheel’s pedigree. 
The MOMO Competition Evo Steering 
Wheel has a 320mm rim diameter and 
a 40mm dish and retails at £209.99 
including VAT. Bosses are available 
separately to suit most applications. 

FROM: Brown & Geeson 
Ltd. 01268 764411 
CONTACT: www.b-gdirect.com 

VALETPRO 
PURPLE PASSION
Purple Passion is a ‘Preparation’ 
product, designed to be used prior to 
waxing with either a dual or rotary action 
polisher or by hand. Once applied, the 
purple, cream based cleanser removes 
light marring and oxidisation from all 
painted surfaces in addition to removing 
contaminates such as tar spots and 
bonded dirt that are not removed 
during the normal washing process.

 In contrast to its competitors, Purple 
Passion contains Carnauba wax, whose 
gloss amplifying properties ensure that 
paint work has genuine depth and truly 
‘pops’ in natural light. Purple Passion is now 
available from all good resellers. To find 
your nearest stockist log onto the website 
listed below and pop in your postcode.

FROM: ValetPRO
PRICE: £12.99 
CONTACT: www.valetpro.eu
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BOOM MAT INTRODUCES VIBRATION 
DAMPING SPEAKER PERFORMANCE KIT
Eliminate squeaks and rattles while improving in-car acoustics. 
Boom Mat Speaker Performance Kit is the perfect solution 
for quickly improving speaker sound and performance 
by reducing vibrations and improving acoustics. 

Simply remove the speaker, apply Boom Mat on the 
mounting surface, trim to re-open the speaker hole and 
re-install speaker. It's that simple! The material consists of 
a 2mm thick, asphalt-free, pure-butyl noise constraining 
layer backed with an aluminium panel stiffening top skin. 

The material is unaffected by extreme temperatures and 
adheres equally well to steel, fibreglass and plastic. It can 
be easily trimmed to size and its adhesive back makes it 
easy to install on vertical, overhead or irregular surfaces. 

Boom Mat Speaker Performance Kit is supplied in 
packs of four 6”x12.5” sheets. (152.4mm x 317.5mm)  

CONTACT:  www.designengineering.com 

FALKEN AZENIS FK510
Falken has unveiled a new ultra high performance tyre 
that claims to deliver top performance in wet conditions, 
superb directional stability in corners and on straights, 
and exceptional driving dynamics – the AZENIS FK510. 
The tyre has a cutting-edge design and tread pattern to ensure 
consistent pressure across the tyre footprint for enhanced 
braking performance and stability, and to effectively cut through 
water film on the road to give high resistance to aquaplaning. 
 The innovative tyre compound has been 
developed using state-of-the-art 
4D Nano Design Technology 
that analyses performance 
on a molecular level, 
resulting in superb grip and 
maximised tyre wear.
 Available from May 
2016, the AZENIS FK510 
is available in ten sizes 
ranging from 17 to 20 
inches with further sizes to 
be added at a later date.

FROM: Falken
PRICES from £65
CONTACT: 
www.falkentyre.com



 

 

We are now 
dealers for:

Midlands premier Renault sport Specialists
■ For all your Renault needs ■ Dealer level servicing that won’t affect your warranty

■ Latest diagnostic equipment ■ Engine upgrades from ecu upgrades to full race engines
■ Suspension packages tailored to your needs from fast road to full race
■ Full geometry set ups and corner weighting ■ Cambelts  ■ Clutches

(01455) 697030 
www.jadedevelopments.com
info@jadedevelopments.com

Barwell Leicstershire

EXHAUSTS SPECIALIST

PROJECTS 
Saw in last issue that the editor is 
changing. Are there any plans for the 
mag to bring back PFC projects again 
with the new editor? Used to be a part of 
the magazine I enjoyed reading and got 
lots of ideas from it for my own cars. 
Ron, email

Yes Ron we are indeed bringing back 
PFC projects. This month it’s a huge 
catchup feature on what I’ve done with 
my car already to bring it to its current 
position and then I intend to keep that 
updated moving forward as well as 
hopefully starting a new project over 
winter. Also I’ve got a shiny new sub 
editor coming on board next issue (Russ 
Fitch) who has a 182 project on the go. 

Any suggestions what we should do? 
Needs to be Citroen or Peugeot, as 

we already have the Renaults covered. 
Sounds like a good excuse to build a 750 
motor club budget race car maybe? – Chip

Nurburgring trip
Hey PFC people. Saw on your Facebook 
page about a Nurburgring trip, what’s 
the deal with that as I have always 
wanted to go to the ‘ring. do we buy 
tickets through the mag and if so how as 

I haven’t seen any links or anything? 
Oliver

Hi Olly.  There is no formal plan. It’s just 
a case of we intend to head over there 
from the 20th-25th of July and would love 
to see other French cars there too. So 
it’s a case of sorting out your own travel 
details and hotel etc and we will hopefully 
catch up with you in the car parks :)

Looks like quite a few are going to 
join in so should be a good trip – Chip

Then we want to hear it! Email your comments to 
chip@performancefrenchcars.co.ukGET IN TOUCH LETTERS
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Renault Clio 200 RS 1.6L Turbo
parts now available

www.forgemotorsport.co.uk

Race proven, daily driven
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L
ee and his dad have both always 
had an interest in motorsport 
and anything to do with cars/
bikes and racing. They run a 
company called DMS based 

near Heathrow Airport and do pretty 
much everything related to cars, from 
routine servicing to custom fabrication 
for race cars (in fact they even fixed the 
editors tow van recently when the box and 
clutch needed doing prior to a ring trip!).

A few years ago a Citroën C2 came 
into them for some work and turned out 
to have more serious problems than 
initially thought, in the end the price of 
the work was going to be more than 
the customer was prepared to pay and 
so Lee ended up buying the car off the 
customer thinking he would keep an eye 
out for second-hand parts and fix it up 
to use as a courtesy car for customers.

Then when looking for parts the 
inevitable happened and Lee started 
looking at some of the race and trackday 
parts as well, and decided that he’d 
build himself a “cheap and cheerful” little 
trackday car as with family life now taking 
over his spare time he no longer had the 
time for racing bikes or cars, but had loads 
of friends who did trackdays and it seemed 
a good route to get some automotive 
adrenalin back into his life without the 
commitment required to go racing.

So the plan was initially to just do some 
basic work to the car to get it suitable 
for trackday use and to fit an engine that 

TRACK 
FOCUS’D

COMPLETELY ONE OF A KIND C2 TRACK WEAPON WITH 
EVO TURBO AND FOCUS RS INSPIRED POWER PLANT 
AND MEGANE BRAKES AND CUSTOM SUSPENSION 

TEARS UP THE RULE BOOK ON HOW TO BUILD A CAR!
was a bit more powerful and hopefully 
had a bit of scope for future tuning.

Initially he was considering putting an 
F4R from a Clio 172 into the C2 and it 
did look like it would fit. Then he started 
thinking about future tuning options 
and the cost of modifying one and 
started discussing it with friends like 
local Renault and Ford specialist Mike 
Woodford, who suggested that instead 
of going Renault, he should go Ford. The 
logic behind it was pretty sound. Donor 
engines from a Mondeo or a Focus are 
readily available and because of the 
popularity of tuning the Mk1 Focus RS 
the sky is the limit with regards to power 
potential, not to mention the gearboxes 
are strong and readily available and with 
lots of aftermarket support as well.

Lee measured up from a Mondeo he 
had in for work and decided it was a 
go-er. So he bought a complete engine 
and gearbox for just 150 quid and 
set about the work of making it fit.

The decision was made that it should 
go turbo. The reason being that with a 
decompression thicker headgasket, it 
meant that power output could be roughly 
doubled for very little money at all.

Although the engine was a reasonable 
fit into the bay, it didn’t marry up well with 
the original subframe, so Lee decided to 
make his own instead. At about this time 
Lee started to look more and more into 
the options for C2’s in motorsport and one 
thing that just kept dragging him back was 
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FOCUS POWERED C2Words: Chip  Photos: Daniel Jenkins
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rear suspension mounting points.
The cage really is a work of art. It’s hard 

to believe its the first full cage to this sort 
of spec that Lee has ever made and really 
does show what a talented guy he is.

With the tubular work all done it was 
time to fit the engine into the bay.

The intercooler is a gorgeous Airtec one 
that was originally intended to fit an RS500 
but because Lee was custom making 
so much of the front end, he was able to 
make it to fit. Airtec would have supplied 
a custom made one to his specs of 
course, but at least by going for an off the 
shelf one it means he can instantly get a 
replacement if required, as its a stock item.

Engine wise, things have been largely 
trouble free although a previous cylinder 
head did crack from the waterway to 
the exhaust port which took a while to 
diagnose, as the symptom was just losing 
water without any signs of where it was 
going other than steam from the exhaust as 

and back to the rear turrets for the rear 
coilover conversion that he was now also 
planning. The only exception being the very 
expensive motorsport options from the 
international rally cars and at this point Lee 
decided that if he was going to spend that 
much money on a cage just to get it nearly 
as he wanted it then he may as well just 
buy a decent pipe bending machine instead 
and make his own completely from scratch 
and then get it exactly how he wanted.

So he shelled out 1200 quid on a 
tube bender and about half as much 
again on CDS tube and set about 
building a replica of the international 
spec cage, but tweaked to suit exactly 
what he wanted to do with the front and 

the awesome looks of the S1600 rally cars.
As he was going to be making the new 

subframe anyway, it made sense to custom 
fabricate new adjustable bottom arms with 
fully rose jointed mounts and if he was 
doing that, then the S1600 kit made perfect 
sense – then could alter the track width 
while he was at it, and as he was getting 
custom driveshafts made anyway, it made 
sense to just get them made a bit longer? 

“Man logic” at its finest, so a new 
plan was born. The car would be a bit 
more extreme than originally planned, as 
after all if you are going to do it and you 
have the skills, why not do it in style?

So a S1600 replica kit was purchased 
and offered up to the car and Lee set 
about doing the rest of the work to put 
a cage in and make the subframe, etc. 
Initially Lee looked at cages available but 
none of the normal ones really seemed 
to do quite what he wanted in terms of 
tieing forward to the front turrets 

“IF YOU ARE GOING TO DO IT AND YOU HAVE 
THE SKILLS, WHY NOT DO IT IN STYLE?”

Race Technology Dash2 is 
linked to the Omex ECU.
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FOCUS POWERED C2

it was obviously instantly boiling off which 
to begin with looked like a head gasket 
failure, but luckily the heads are so easy 
to come by it was all very cheap to fix.

For supplying the boost the engine is 
married up to a Mitsubishi Evo twinscroll 
turbo which Lee sourced from a guy in 
a unit near his who had an Evo 4 which 
he had fitted a larger Evo 8 turbo to, but 
then he put a complete Evo 8 engine 
in, so the old 8 turbo itself was spare.

Lee made the manifold himself, as 
well as the downpipe. When he was 
making the manifold he got seriously 
lucky as he hadn’t initially considered 
that the Evo turbo was a split pulse turbo 

which means that the cylinders have to 
be paired up in a particular order, but 
thankfully he had put the pipes into the 
right place anyway, so when it came to 
putting the final flange on it was ok!

The gearbox is a normal Focus one 
but fitted with a Focus RS Quaiffe diff, 
he found a Ford dealer off-loading a job 
lot of the Quaiffe Focus RS diffs all still 
in the original ford boxes, so he bought a 
couple and his cousin had one too. The 
combination of the Quaiffe diff and the no 
compromise fully rose jointed suspension 
setup is an absolutely phenomenal one 
and the grip that car has really does feel 
endless, in fact Lee is very willing to admit 

that the car is better than he is currently!
Now that car is up and running and 

had a few shakedown sessions in fact its 
become apparent that far from the engine 
overpowering the car like some people 
might think it would, in fact the chassis can 
easily take far more power. So the next step 
is go for a forged engine and increase the 
power, again the Focus RS engine heritage 
has come in handy for parts supply for the 
new engine he is currently building up with 
the use of aftermarket Focus RS pistons 
and rods, Supertech Focus RS valves 
and he is on the hunt for some Focus RS 
cams as well. New engine will hopefully 
be around the 400bhp mark although 

Cage is custom 
made by Lee.
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drivability is the key over outright power, 
as what he doesn’t want to do is ruin how 
superbly it handles and drives on track.

Getting back to the build of the car; 
with the engine in and the cage in place 
the next job inside the car was to set 
about building an environment for the 
driver conducive to trackday usage so 
it was a case of finding some decent 
seats and instrumentation etc. 

The drivers seat is a carbon bucket 
seat, with very limited padding but still 
surprisingly comfortable and only weighs 

5kg, and the passenger seat that he runs 
on days when he wants passengers in 
the car is an autocross fibreglass one.

For the gauges because Lee had 
sourced an Omex ECU to run the engine 
it made sense to go for a race Technology 
Dash 2 setup as this can then talk to the 

ECU to pull engine data straight off of it 
rather than need its own loom to the engine 
sensors as well. Its a great looking bit of kit 
too and has integrated shift lights as well, 
its easy to see why they are so popular 
for trackday cars and race cars etc!

Wiring wise Lee took the original 

THE BUILD

“WHAT HE DOESN’T WANT TO DO IS RUIN HOW 
SUPERBLY IT HANDLES AND DRIVES ON TRACK”

Grip is absolutely phenomenol 
with the Quaiffe diff and Gaz 
custom suspension.
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FOCUS POWERED C2

dashboard itself has been flocked which 
makes for a very neat and functional look.

The cable shift for the gearbox has 
been raised up so that it gives a great 
position near to the wheel so that 
when you are busy on track you don’t 
have to move your hand far to get from 
the wheel to the shifter and back.

The steering column is from a Corsa and 
features adjustable electric power steering 
which is controllable via a dial on the dash. 

To finish off the suspension side 
of things after Lee made all his own 

custom arms the front is sporting Gaz 
C2 coilovers that had to be shortened to 
sit low enough on the front, and the front 
top mounts are fabricated and integrate 
camber adjustment and are rose jointed.

On the rear it runs aluminium hub 
extenders to make the car 75mm 
per side wider, that bolt between the 
rear trailing arm and the hub itself 
and then uses rear camber and toe 
shims to adjust the geometry.

The rear has been converted to 
coilovers, using turreted rear tubs and 

loom and paired it right down to only 
the minimum amount of wiring required 
and put it through a custom fusebox 
and relaybox. He also removed the body 
control module, and  has switched to 
sierra cosworth indicator stalks etc to 
keep the loom much more simple.

Next to the Dash2 are external menu 
buttons that can be used to swap between 
different display screens and for dash 
configuration purposes, this is all built 
into the space in the binacle where the 
standard clocks would go and then the 

Next is more power, as the car 
is just so good that 270bhp 

doesnt actually have any 
drama to it at all.
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ENGINE & FUEL SYSTEM 
2.0 Zetec black top, Decompression 
headgasket, ARP fasteners throughout, 
Compression ratio 8.5:1, Siemens Deca 
630cc injectors, Bosch 044 fuel pump 
and swirl pot, Omex 600 ecu & race 
engine loom, Boost controller, DMS 
Custom exhaust manifold, Mitubushi 
Evo turbo, Airtec RS 500 intercooler 
& radiator, Custom 3” exhaust

BODY 
Super 1600 panels, Polycarb side 
windows, Super 1600 rear spoiler, 
DMS cage to international specs with 
additional bracing, Custom top mounts, 
Turretted rear coilover mounts, Plumbed 
in lifeline 4000 fire extinguisher, Carbon 
seats, TRS 6 point harnesses, Flocked 
dash with Race technology Dash2

WHEELS / TYRES 
Speedline Corse 16” wheels, 
205/55R16 Dunlop DZ03’S

BRAKES 
Hydraulic handbrake, Brembo radial 
mount 4 pot front calipers, Front 305mm 
discs & Ferrodo DS1.11 pads, Brembo 
lug mount 2 pot rear calipers, Rear 
280mm discs & Ferrodo DS1.11 pads

TRANSMISSION 
Focus 5 speed cable shift gearbox 
with Quaife diff, AP Focus RS clutch, 
Custom turretted gearshift mount, 
Custom motorsport driveshafts

SUSPENSION / STEERING 
Custom Gaz gold front & rear coilovers, 
Custom adjustable front & rear antiroll 
bars, Custom made front subframe, 
Fully adjustable bottom arms for caster 
& camber, Adjustable front top mounts 
for camber, Corsa C adjustable EPAS 
& custom column, AP custom floor 
mounted bias adjustable pedal box

TECH SPEC

tied the cage into them for the coilovers, 
those shocks are not car specific and 
are just Gaz rose jointed coilovers like 
you would use when building custom 
stuff and have a rose joint at each end, 
they were specced by Gaz to match the 
length and poundage Lee wanted.

The car is heavier than most people 
would expect due to all the very heavy 
duty tubing, in comes in at a rather portly 
1180kg in fact, but with 272bhp and 270lbft 
it still moves along very well indeed and 
with the new engine he’s building now 
promising to be around 400bhp it will be 
even more incredible performance wise.

Making sure that it can stop as well 
as it goes it has Megane 225 calipers 
up front that Lee has custom mounted 

and uses Xsara Picasso discs and it 
runs DS1.11 pads front and rear. The 
rear calipers are 2 pot brembo, and 
feature a hydraulic handbrake.

So there you have it, Lee Doran’s 
awesome machine that was first destined 
to be a courtesy car would certainly be 
getting him lots of extra business if he 
was still using it for lending to customers 
while he serviced their cars we reckon!

Its not ended up as that and its certainly 
not the “cheap cheerful trackday car” 
that he intended either, but what it is we 
reckon is a pretty much perfect example 
of what you can create if you have some 
great skills and the right motivation 
and shows just how great a platform 
the C2 can be for a proper build! n

“HEAVIER THAN MOST PEOPLE WOULD EXPECT 
DUE TO ALL THE VERY HEAVY DUTY TUBING”
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Words: Paul Cowland  Photos: Chris Wallbank

SOUND 
INVESTMENT

If the Peugeot 205 GTi is the ‘ultimate hot hatch of all time’, then 
surely a tastefully modded example must be the finest way possible 

to attack a ‘B’ road? Paul Cowland puts that theory to the test 
by sampling Milltek Sport’s immaculate example for the day.

A 
group of discerning enthusiasts 
recently crowned the Peugeot 
205 GTi with the ultimate 
accolade, naming it the 
‘Greatest Hot Hatch Ever’ 

at the 2016 Autosport show. Quite some 
nomenclature that, particularly when 
you glance at the list of ‘also rans’ that 
the little Gallic Go-kart was able to beat. 
With the stage-savvy Lancia Delta HF 
Integrale bagging second spot, and the 
similarly turbocharged and super-grippy 
Ford Escort RS Cosworth taking the final 
podium position, you might argue that 
this is a car that can really punch above 
its weight, both in the public opinion and 
out on the road. The car’s more realistic 

peers in period were the more attainably 
priced Golf GTI, Astra GTE and Escort 
XR3i, so to be able to thumb its nose at 
cars with more driven wheels and the 
steroid enhancement of forced induction 
tells you all you need to know. Back in the 
day, these cars were the absolute bomb!

Trouble is, ’back in the day’ for these 
cars was over 30 years ago now. The 
1.6 version of the GTI first hit the road 
back in 1984, so surely, all of these car 
fans putting the GTi high on its pedestal 
some three decades later must have 
been looking back through the rose tinted 
spectacles of nostalgia, right? These 
cars have zero tech, no assistance, no 
go-faster gadgets, no ‘Save Me!’ big 

brother traction controls and practically 
zero in the way of creature comforts. This 
was a time when electric windows were 
enough of a novelty to spark a two hour 
pub debate, remember, so how can a car 
this old still be relevant in the modern world 
against the ample (and easily financeable) 
charms of its modern day offspring like 
the Fiesta ST and the current 208 GTI? 
The only way out was to borrow one for 
the day to see if it really was as good as 
we all remembered. Thankfully, Derbyshire 
based Milltek Sport run this immaculate, 
late 1.9-engined example on their heritage 
fleet – and kindly offered me the keys for a 
day to reacquaint myself with its charms.

I’ll assume that most of you know the 

24  PERFORMANCE frenchcars JULY/AUGUST 2016



205 GTI

205 GTI story, so we’ll skip rapidly through 
this bit to get to the meat of the matter. 
Launched as a 1.6 in 1984, it achieved 
immediate and rapid critical acclaim from 
journos of all camps as a truly affordable 
fizzbomb that could be pedalled flat out 
practically everywhere. The lazier revving, 
but torquier 1.9 came some two years later, 
and buoyed up by a successful Group 
B rally programme and an enthusiastic 
dealer network, the 205 GTI continued 
to fly out of the showrooms and into the 
ditches right up until the point insurance 
companies decided to kill all of its ilk off 
by taxing them with the kind of premiums 
that would make a supercar owner wince. 
Those ‘80s hot hatches had a short window 
of opportunity to shine, that’s for sure, but 
the legacy they left – and the market they 
created – can very much still be felt today.

But really, truly, objectively... was the 205 
GTI THAT good? With a build quality that 
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“...BACK IN THE ‘80S, IF YOU SAID YOU HAD NEARLY 130BHP 
UNDER THE HOOD, INSTANT RESPECT WOULD BE GRANTED”
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205 GTI

and with the added sonic drama of the new 
exhaust system – and the extra ponies it no 
doubt brings – the GTi came alive through 
some sublime ‘B’ road sequences. This 
is a car that can be enjoyed well within 
the legal speed limits, making you think 
about your revs, your road position and 
how to transfer the weight around to get 
the best grip from those skinny Toyos.

It’s an eager terrier that’s happy to be 
thraped to the redline in each gear, with 
the kind of cornering prowess and throttle 
adjustability on the limit that makes it 
an utter delight to play with through the 
corners. The famed lift-off oversteer is there 
in spades, but it’s all so easily tamed, it 
becomes a handy tool to allow the car to 
be precisely positioned on the limit, even 
offering a whiff of tail-out heroism when 
required, that can all be easily gathered 

As I bimbled around the superb 
Derbyshire country lanes that surround 
Milltek’s UK HQ, letting the engine reach 
optimum temperature, I was reminded 
of how simple and direct this car is. 
The steering has the perfect weight, the 
gearchange is light and acceptably precise, 
the suspension taut, yet comfortable. The 
car feels tiny around you, and thanks to 
those perfectly placed wheels, eager to turn 
and change direction. As the gauge nestled 
happily in the middle of the temperature 
range I cranked up the volume a little – 
and had something of a revelation. With 
the Milltek exhaust acting as the perfect 
aural rev-counter, this little 205 reminded 
me of what I had been missing for the last 
decade or so since I had last driven one. 
With only 900-odd kilos to drag around, that 
superb little motor is more than enough, 

might most generously be described as 
‘lightweight’ and cabin plastics that make 
the average lunchbox feel over-engineered, 
my overwhelming memory of driving 
these cars had been that they were a fun, 
if slightly flimsy way of covering ground 
quickly. As I sat back in the supportive 
perches of Milltek’s evidently well cared 
for example, it was clear that time had 
been kind, particularly to those crisply 
penned lines. The interior on this Milltek 
car is almost as new, and the bodywork on 
this car really is exceptional – the result of 
sympathetic restoration and good original 
paint, blended seamlessly together to 
make an extremely pretty and presentable 
motor. Taking a good look at the car from 
all angles, I was reminded what a perfect 
little design it is. Squat, purposeful, a wheel 
at each corner for perfect poise, with 
enough aggression to attract the chaps, 
but enough chic to appeal to the ladies. 
Under forensic examination, the 205 really 
is almost the perfect hatch design – and 
one that really suits the addition of the 
chunky GTI plastics around its periphery.

On looks alone then, I’ll grant it a pass on 
its title… but it was always the dynamics 
of these things that made them so popular. 
Problem is, back in the ‘80s, if you said you 
had nearly 130bhp under the hood, instant 
respect would be granted. But here, now 
in 2016, that’s the sort of output reserved 
for commuter vehicles and mum-busses. 
Light weight or not, would the little Peugeot 
still have the literal power to entertain? A 
reassuring answer came as I turned the 
key - thanks to the fitment of the Milltek 
Classic exhaust system, this particular 
GTi greets you with a fabulous rasp and 
burble that signifies fun times are ahead. 
As four bangers go, this one really offers 
a great soundtrack – and one that only 
a fizzy NA can deliver. With the current 
vogue for little engines and turbochargers, 
it’s definitely a sound that’s ‘of its time’ 
– and all the better for it, I reckon!
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a simpler, more visceral thrill, it’s cars like 
the 205 GTI that will fill the gap. In answer 
to my first question then, my answer would 
have to be ‘Yes! The Peugeot 205 GTI 
truly is the greatest hot hatch ever’. Build 
quality aside, it’s just so hard to fault on 
almost any front. And, when you find that 
perfect example, make sure you save a 
little budget for the Milltek system as the 
ultimate finishing touch. It looks perfect, 
it sounds sublime and it adds a little extra 
shove throughout the rev range. As an 
exercise in making the best even better, 
it’s an object lesson in good taste. 

Right then, pass me the Autotrader… 
I think I had better find one, quick! n 

“TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR THOSE LOOKING 
TO SNAP UP A CAR THIS NICE”

MILLTEK CLASSIC RANGE

The Milltek Classic Range has been 
designed to bring modern day 
production techniques and quality 
standards to a range of cherished 
classics. Aimed squarely at the 
discerning enthusiast and resto market, 
these are exhausts that add horses, 
improve the note with a subtle yet 
sporty tone and offer the sort of 
aesthetics that will fit right in with 
your next concours outing. If you’re 
after something that looks like a 
catering-sized bean can and sounds 
like an angry wasp, these probably 
aren’t for you, but if you’re one of the 
ever increasing number of owners 
looking to tastefully augment a rapidly 
appreciating retro or classic car with 
a future-proof product, then they’ll 
doubtless be of interest. As well as 
the 205 GTI of course, they also have 
some superb systems for other iconic 
cars in a range that’s expanding all the 
time. www.milltekclassic.com

up with a swift prod of the throttle to 
straighten the tail in total obedience. 
After a couple of hours of sheer driving 
perfection, I was convinced. This truly is 
a car that’s worthy of ‘that’ accolade.

Time is running out for those looking to 
snap up a car this nice, as already, prices 
for really peachy GTIs have started to climb 
into the stratosphere. Having spent a day 
with one though, and reminding myself of 
how able and enjoyable a car it is, I would 
wager that now is the time to get your 
wallet out and invest – particularly as the 
values are doubtless only going to go one 
way. As modern cars getting heavier and 
more complicated, enthusiasts yearn for 
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RENAULTSPORT CLIO RS EDC 200
MILLTEK HAS VAST EXPERIENCE IN EXTRACTING EXCEPTIONAL POWER GAINS FROM TURBO-CHARGED 
ENGINES AND THE NEW CLIO RS IS THE PERFECT BLANK CANVAS FOR A LITTLE ENHANCEMENT AND 
TUNING GOODNESS. CHOOSE FROM EITHER A CAT-BACK RESONATED (EC APPROVED) SYSTEM OR A 
CAT-BACK NON-RESONATED PLUS OPTIONAL SECONDARY CAT BYPASS PIPE IF PREFERRED. IN BOTH 
CASES, PRECISION MANDREL-BENT 70MM TUBING IS USED FOR THE PERFECT BALANCE OF BACK 
PRESSURE AND FLOW. AN RS ESSENTIAL FOR ALL CLIO OWNERS AVAILABLE NOW. 

+44 (0)1332 227 280 // MILLTEKSPORT.COM

PERFORMANCE EXHAUST SYSTEMS
DESIGNED AND BUILT IN BRITAIN

ENGINEERED TO
EXHILARATE

PFC ClioRS A4 full page.indd   1 02/03/2015   10:59





Aim Higher.

Tel: 01773 744 123  | email: sales@scorpion-exhausts.com WWW.SCORPION-EXHAUSTS.COM
Scorpion // Hand crafted in England

SCORPION EXHAUSTS ARE 
CHOSEN BY PROFESSIONALS IN:

Scorpion // Hand crafted in England

Reigning BTCC Champions Scorpion have released a whole range of 
awesome new systems aimed squarely at tuners who demand the very 
best. Each exhaust is hand crafted in England by the same technicians who 
create factory systems for the highest profi le race series on the calendar; and 
each is bristling with the same race proven technologies - transferred directly from 
track to road. This technology transfer creates a unique combination of enhanced 
performance, distinctive sound and individual looks to deliver a truly unique driving 
experience. We call it ‘Red Power’. Why settle for anything less?

Champions Scorpion have released a whole range of 
aimed squarely at tuners who demand the very 

Each exhaust is hand crafted in England by the same technicians who 
create factory systems for the highest profi le race series on the calendar; and 
each is bristling with the same race proven technologies - transferred directly from 
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LEADING 
THE CHARGE

RSUK CLUB ADMIN LEE THATCHER’S 200T HAS BEEN A 
DEVELOPMENT CAR FOR SEVERAL COMPANIES AND SHOWS 

WHAT A GREAT MODIFIED DAILY THESE CARS CAN BE.
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CLIO MK4 200T

L
ee started his career in French car 
ownership with a lightly modded 
Renault Clio 197 F1. It had an 
induction kit, an aftermarket 
exhaust, a remap and some 

lowering springs. He absolutely loved it 
as it was a proper drivers car, and this is 
the car that really made Lee buy into the 
RenaultSport brand in a big way. In fact he 
loved it so much that even when he got a 
Megane 250 (which Lee had over 300bhp 
from back in the days when that sort of power 
was still a rare thing) he still kept the 197 
as he just couldn’t bare to part with it. But 
sadly the decision was made for him when 
Lee had both cars stolen in a burglary where 
they took the keys and cleared off with them 
both. They were both later recovered, but the 
Clio was written off as beyond economically 
repairable and although the Megane was 
deemed repairable it was unbelievably stolen 
again from the bodyshop during the time the 
work was being done on it and this time when 
it was recovered it too was beyond repair. 

Words: Chip  Photos: Adam Walker

Lee was devastated and decided to get out 
of sporty cars and be sensible and bought a 
VW diesel. But he still got carried away even 
with that with 230bhp and over 400NM of 
torque and at this point realised that actually 
modifying cars wasn’t something he was ever 
going to escape from! So it was straight back 
into a Clio 200 which reminded Lee of two 
things, one was how much he loves how Clios 
handle, the other was how much he hates not 
having boost after the Megane and even the 
diesel turbo he had afterwards. The solution 
to that problem? Well although Lee hadn’t 
realised it was for him yet (in fact he was 
just about to go and look at Meganes again) 
Renault had actually answered Lees problem 
of choosing between a Clio and boost by 
bringing out a turbo Clio, the Mk4 200T.

What Lee decided to do next was get back 
into something similar to the last car he had 
enjoyed before the diesel daily distraction, 
which was the 250 Megane. So he went to 
buy a Meg 265 lunar silver from the local 
Renault dealer. But when he got there the 
salesman started talking about the Mk4 Clio 
demonstrator that they had in. Lee wasn’t 
really interested but the salesman was a 
mate of his so after the all too common “I’m 
not really after an auto...” discussion that 
used to happen a lot when these cars first 
came out before people knew better he 
humoured the salesman with a test drive. 
Even though he’d already decided it was 
the Megane he came for and was still what 
he was going to be going home with.

The Clio test drive started in traffic and 
sitting with the car in auto mode with 
loads of stop start driving he realised just 
how pleasant a commuter one of these 

would make, and ultimately with the tens 
of thousands of miles a year he was doing 
that did still kind of matter. But on the other 
hand if he just wanted that he could have 
stuck with diesel as he wasn’t after “just” a 
commuter so at this stage in the test drive 
was still very much of the opinion that yes 
its a pleasant little car but its excitement he 
was looking for. Then he got to some open 
roads where he could finally throw it round 
some bends, and it also gave him his first 
chance to put it into race mode and put his 
foot down. Wow! What a difference to what 
he was expecting! The handling was pin 
sharp, exactly what he loved about the 197 
and the 200, and it had some real go to it 
too on boost. And finally (as lots of people 
who drive these cars also realise) far from 
ruining the drive by being an auto it was a 
case of having paddle shifts and fast changes 
with both hands on the wheel really made it 
feel like an involved driving experience. Yet 
despite all this enjoyable driving a glance 
down at the trip computer was showing 
some figures that he would never have 
achieved in the mk3 Clios or the Megane.

The deal was done, Lee could still kid 
himself (and the wife) that he was being 
sensible and a grown up, but just maybe 
there was the chance for a bit of fun too.

That fun was something he was struggling 
to find time for and after the first six months 
of owning the Mk4 it was performing really 
well as a day to day commuter but life 
had been getting in the way a bit; work 
commitments etc were meaning that he 
still hadn’t really been using it for what he 
used to use cars for; the modifying and 
enjoying driving for the sake of it and he 
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and started looking at intercoolers, but the 
problem he was finding was that the uprated 
ones available at the time seemed to sit very 
close to the radiator in quite a confined space 
within the bumper and as a result although 
great on the open road they were quite bad 
for heat soak when sat in a queue at the drag 
strip, and Lee does like a bit of drag racing!

So instead Lee opted for a Devil’s own 
water methanol kit, and this has really 
transformed the drive, the combination 
of denser air and the extra fuelling 
from the methanol helps keeps things 
safe and ups the power as well.

For brakes Lee has kept the standard (and 
very effective) calipers and just opted for EBC 
dimpled and grooved discs with Yellow Stuff 
pads with braided lines, this combination 
works well on the road still and yet offers 
a decent improvement in braking ability on 
track (although at a recent trackday now 
the pads are well worn they couldn’t quite 
cope and Lee is now looking for something 
possibly even more aggressive for his next 
trackday like maybe the Blue Stuff which 
are intended for track use where as Yellow 
are what EBC class as a “fast road” pad 
so its quite impressive they held up as well 
as they did!). One of the best things about 
these cars anyway is the very confidence 

falling in love with it even more and started 
thinking about what other modifications 
he could make to make it even better.

He spoke to Chris at TurboSmart who 
said that they had a suitable dual stage blow 
off valve available which they could develop 
to fit the car and also the same story for 
an uprated actuator. The idea with the dual 
stage blow off valve is that when you are 
just pottering around in traffic it recirculates 
quietly like the standard item but when you 
really open it up and let off when you are out 
on the open road for a more spirited drive 
you get a satisfying “pttssshhh” which adds 
a bit more drama. The uprated actuator 
allowed a bit more boost to be dialled in, 
and also fitted are an acoustic blank and 
an ITG induction kit and forged hoses and 
then after all that the car went to AMD for a 
remap, where it made 211 bhp at the wheels 
(when tested with the standard airbox instead 
of the ITG it made it made 201bhp at the 
wheels showing gains of 10bhp for the kit).

Lee was still looking for more power 

was still not sure if he had really made 
the right decision or not buying it. 

He decided to give it a bit of attention 
and see how it responded, so first port 
of call as he has been so happy with the 
quality of their products on other cars he 
had owned was to speak to Scorpion about 
if an exhaust was available for it, they said 
no not yet but that if he would lend them 
the car then they would develop one. 

This was the start of the turning point, 
the extra noise while putting your foot down 
and the louder little cracks and bangs on 
shift etc solved the one niggle that the car 
had which was that although you did get 
a bit of noise here and there, it was just 
a little too refined if anything when really 
on the move. He was starting to feel the 
love a bit and did something he’d been 
doing far too little of recently, he went for a 
drive out with some mates to a meet and 
got the chance to really open it up and 
enjoy the handling. Combined with the 
new louder soundtrack he really started 

“IT WAS JUST A LITTLE TOO REFINED IF 
ANYTHING WHEN REALLY ON THE MOVE”
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CLIO MK4 200T

Lee is part of the admin 
team at the RSUK club, 
which started out as 
all RenaultSport fans 
but has since evolved 
beyond that and now 
includes other French 

makes as well and 
even non frenchies 
are welcome, so if 
you fancy having a 

chat to him about the 
car just search for 

“RSUK” on Facebook. 

Devils own 
methanol kit.
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inspiring ABS setup and none of that has 
been lost with these upgrades. In terms of 
handling the car now sports some Bilstein 
B14 coilovers which firm things up nicely 
and also give it a lower sportier stance.

Without turning to a big build with forged 
internals and potentially gearbox problems 
etc its looking like this might be a nice 
spec to stop at currently as it suits so well 
what Lee has been using it for. And when 
we saying using he’s actually put heading 
towards 50K miles onto the car in the 
couple of years he has owned it including 
plenty of drag runs and track sessions 
and of course road trips with his mates.

Styling wise Lee has opted for Autec 
Wizard wheels with custom centre caps 
and red nut covers, has colour coded the 
silver bits black, gone for a stubby aerial 
to smooth the roofline out a bit and a host 
of smaller changes like tints on the lights. 
The interior is fairly stock still as its a nice 
place to be anyway and so he has just 
improved the stereo with a sub and amp, 
relocated his battery to the boot (under 
a pretty cool Lego cube cover!) and got 
some decent mats and a boot liner.

Midland car care did the black bits and 

the tinting, and their care and maintenance 
is what has kept the car still managing to 
look like new even after the hammering its 
had on and off the track, Lee would certainly 
recommend them to anyone so if you are 
local to Birmingham and have any paint 
issues it would be well worth looking them up.

So did he make the right decision when he 
went for the Mk4 Clio? That’s a resounding 
yes, and in fact he is very confident that 
this is the best car he has ever owned. So 
what’s next for it? Well despite it being his 
favourite car yet, it might just be time for him 
to move on, the reason being a new company 
car means that actually commuting is just 
about to become a thing of the past in his 
own car. That in turn means that just maybe 
it’s time for a complete change in direction. 
Instead of keeping up with the updates in the 
RenaultSport range with the latest new model 
each time as a multi-purpose commuter 
and toy, it might just be time for a step back 
in time with a Mk2 Clio, which means he 
can do the sort of turbo conversion he has 
always fancied doing, which is now cheaper 
than ever and with it not needing to be a 
daily it means that if there are some niggles 
along the way it wont matter anyway. n

“HE IS VERY CONFIDENT THAT THIS IS 
THE BEST CAR HE HAS EVER OWNED”

Scorpion 70mm 
turbo back 

exhaust, this 
car was the 

development 
car for it.

B14 coilovers allow 
the height to be 
set just right.

Lego cube 
cover hides 
relocated battery 
in the boot.
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CLIO MK4 200T

ENGINE 
ITG induction setup, 70mm turbo back 
Scorpion, Remapped ECU, Forge hoses, 
Devil’s own water meth kit, Turbosmart 
Actuator, Turbosmart DV, Acoustic blank

TRANSMISSION 
AND SUSPENSION 
Factory sequential manual with paddle 
shifts, Bilstein B14 Coilovers 

WHEELS AND BRAKES 
Autec Wizard wheels, Custom centre caps, 
Red nut covers, Simpsons Lego Dust 
caps, Braided Lines, EBC dimpled and 
Grooved disks, EBC Yellow Stuff pads

BODY 
Color coded silver to black, Front tow strap, 
Indicators Dark Tint, Tinted rear lights, 
HIDs, Stubby Aerial, Rensport washers, 
Sprayed badges, Smoothed Wrapped 
rear light bottoms, Wind deflectors

INTERIOR 
Battery Lego cube relocated to the boot, Clio 
mats, Clio boot liner, Underseat sub in boot

TECH SPEC

Colour coded Forge 
hoses really brighten 

up the engine bay.
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� e Original Groovers
In 1983 Tarox revolutionised performance brake design with the world’s fi rst 

ever grooved brake discs. Today, hundreds of thousands of people around the globe 
benefi t from Tarox technology. Every disc that leaves the Tarox factory in Italy 

is cra ed from the highest quality European steel, before being heat-treated and 
balanced by hand to create an optimum surface. For a brake manufacturer 

with innovation in its DNA, look no further than Tarox.

Tel +44 1706 222 872 / www.tarox.com / sales@tarox.com

All Tarox products are manufactured in Italy  
under stringent ISO9000 and TUV regulations

� e Original Groovers

Since 76
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BILSTEIN Clubsport.

The BILSTEIN Clubsport suspension kit takes our motorsport 
know-how and transfers it 1:1 to the open road. A high-end, German 
TÜV-approved coilover suspension system and the high-performance 
BILSTEIN mono-tube technology meet the most exacting of demands, 
including separate configuration of rebound and bump levels with 
100 easily accessible and manually selectable setting variations.

We LOVe 
CURVeS.

bilstein.com



THERE’S 
STANCE IN 
FRANCE

KIERAN PHILLIPS LOVES FRENCH CARS AND STANCE 
SO MUCH HE CREATED NOT JUST A STANCED 
DS3 BUT A THRIVING STANCED CLUB TOO.

40  PERFORMANCE frenchcars JULY/AUGUST 2016



STANCE FRANCE

I
t’s not every day you see a modified 
DS3, as they haven’t been around 
long enough to come down in 
price or for aftermarket products to 
become readily available. But Kieran 

Phillips just goes to show that when there’s 
a will, there’s a way. Here we speak to 
Kieran, and can divulge why he chose the 
DS3 and how he’s taken it from stock to 
modified in such a short space of time 
along with some of the unique touches 
that make this little Citroën really stand 
out from the rest. And we also asked 
more about why he co-founded a club 
which is currently taking the modified 
French scene by storm, StanceFrance. 

Words: Jon Davies  Photos: Chris Harvey

There’s a time in any enthusiasts life 
when the bug hits you and you realise that 
you’ve become a petrol head.  Whether 
it’s the love for track cars, classic or even 
modified, when the obsession kicks in, 
it’s a tough one to get rid of. This applies 
a lot to Kieran’s story. He started out with 
a 1.2L Mk2 Renault Clio Campus which 
was his first car and he told us that he 
even learnt to drive in it. It was shortly after 
passing his test that the modifying of the 
car began. His Clio was a real head-turner 
with clever modifications that subtly let 
you know the car wasn’t your everyday 
Clio – other than the polished extreme 
offset wheels and crazy static lows that 

is. But that all changed when the car was 
involved in an unfortunate bump when 
parked up and, as such, was subsequently 
written off by his insurance company.

But this opened up a new chapter for 
him and the potential for a new project. 
After looking at various websites online 
and in many car dealerships for the right 
car, he just couldn’t settle one that really 
took his fancy. Then his dad purchased a 
DS3 Sport and recommended to Kieran 
that he should be checking them out. Off 
to the dealership he went and instantly 
fell in love with the car you see in these 
very pages. Although it was completely 
standard at the time, he knew that he 
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meant things were moving in the right 
direction. There was one small hiccup 
however – the kit was in Belgium. So he 
had the mad idea of going on a long road 
trip to get the suspension, so he could see 
what he was getting rather than waiting 
for a courier. Fortunately, the kit was just 
what he needed and in great condition. So, 
with the suspension bought and the long 
journey home done, the following day was 
time to start the fitting. Being a plumber by 

car and each company said it would be 
a custom build. His luck soon changed 
however after he came across a kit for sale 
on Facebook and quickly got in contact 
with the owner. The price was right which 

wanted a red car next and this had a 
look he could really work with. As most 
people would say when buying a new 
project, it was never meant to go this 
far. This was also the case for Kieran. 
However, shortly into ownership, the plans 
started unfolding and he told us that he 
decided he wanted go all out and better 
his previous Clio build to really make his 
mark in the car scene. So he set to work 
getting savings together as he knew that 
what he wanted wasn’t going to be cheap.

The first modification for the car was an 
RDX front splitter which makes that front 
end look that little bit more aggressive. 
Next on the list was the stainless-steel 
exhaust system courtesy of Longlife 
exhausts in Swansea. These small touches 
were a good start and before long he 
was itching to really sink his teeth into 
the project at every available opportunity. 
His biggest expense was next on his list. 
After looking high and low (pun very much 
intended…) over the internet and getting 
in contact with many of the big brand air 
companies for a kit, it soon dawned on 
him just how much this was going to eat 
into his funds as there wasn’t (and still 
currently isn’t) an off the shelf kit for his 

“IF YOU ARE GOING TO DO IT AND YOU HAVE 
THE SKILLS, WHY NOT DO IT IN STYLE?”
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STANCE FRANCE

trade, you’d think he’d know a thing or two 
about fitting the kit but it was a lot more 
complicated than he’d anticipated and he 
called upon the help of some good friends 
to get cracking on fitting the suspension. 
Before the bulk of the kit was fitted on the 
car he and one of his good friends, Ashley 
Morrell, set about planning and making the 
install and had to make sure the tank sat 
perfectly in the boot and that there was 
enough room under the false floor for the 
compressors and release valves. Once the 
build was completed it was time for the 
main work to start on the car. With help 
from another good friend, Nick Wealleans, 
the three of them set about doing the 
work and the suspension was fitted in 

just 1 day. The build didn’t come without 
its problems though as the wiring was 
proving to be difficult to get just right. With 
the kit having manual switches instead of 
running a management system, this meant 
there needed to be a complete rewire as 
all the cables were crossed. Luckily they 
had further help from another good friend, 
Jay James who had further knowledge 
and experience in fitting air suspension 
which meant they were back in business 
and everything was now in working order. 

Next up on the list was the perfect 
set of wheels. Now as many Peugeot/
Citroën owners know, a 4x108 stud pattern 
means the perfect fitting wheels are 
hard to come by. But once again, Kieran 

found the right set of wheels which were 
chosen after two visits and three choices 
of wheels from a seller not too far from 
his front door step. A set of Artec L two 
piece split wheels were the ones for him. 
The only problem now was getting the 
wheels on the car. As the stud pattern 
of the Artecs are 5x112, obviously they 
weren’t going to be a direct fit. After 
speaking to a few people via social 
media and contacting a few companies, 
he found a company in Essex to supply 
a set of custom adapters for the car. 

Now the wheels were fitted and 
suspension was on, it was just in time 
to reveal the car ready for the last show 
of 2015, which was Ultimate Stance at 
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Telford International Centre. After this 
much progress in under a year he found 
himself wondering where could he take his 
project next? After thinking about getting 
a full set of leather seats from a DS3 sport, 
a set of re-trimmed red leather with white 
diamond stitch Corsa VXR Recaro seats 
with matching rear bench popped up for 
sale. Now we know this might have been 
a bold move for him and he even said 
himself that is was a big risk because of 
the colour of the seats being so similar to 
the car, but as he says himself - ‘a lot of 
the best show cars are made by taking 
risks’. We think he was right to take the 
risk as the seats look right at home in the 
DS3 and he has pulled it off so well and 

has brought the car up another level.
Now not everyone would have the 

inspiration and boldness to do the 
majority of the modifications he has done, 
particularly to a car that’s still relatively 
new to the car scene – especially with the 
style he’s gone for being dominated by 
the German and Japanese car makers. n

SHOUT/THANKS: Ash Morrell for help 
with the air and paint. Nick Wealleans 
for helping set up the suspension 
and collecting the seats. Automotive 
Leather Interiors Wales for re-trimming 
the rear bench Longlife, Formula 
Clean and everyone at StanceFrance 
for their continued support. 

“A LOT OF THE BEST SHOW CARS 
ARE MADE BY TAKING RISKS” ENGINE 

1.6 VTi with stainless cat-back, 
exhaust and twin tailpipe 

CHASSIS 
Custom built air-struts. Viair compressor. 
2 gallon tank. Manual switches and 
dual gauge pod. 17x8 Artec L 2-piece 
split wheels painted BMW Metallic 
Ceylon Gold,  Porsche centre caps 

INTERIOR  
Corsa VXR Recaro seats trimmed 
in poppy red leather and alcantara. 
White Bentley diamond stitch with 
rear bench trimmed to match. 

EXTERIOR  
RDX front splitter, De-badged, 
Team Heko wind deflectors 

TECH SPEC
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cars about, they also wanted to show the 
German and Jap scenes that there are 
amazing French cars about and that they 
would have to move over and make way 
for the new wave of top quality cars. With 
the group growing bigger by the day, the 

STANCE FRANCE
K

ieran’s passion for French cars 
goes a lot further though, giving 
him the inspiration to set up 
his own French car club. His 
club StanceFrance was created 

through the idea that there was relatively little 

STANCE FRANCE

on social media dedicated to the “fitment” 
style or modifying French cars specifically. 
So the ambition was to make a group where 
everyone could share their ideas on how to 
modify French cars. With the help of a few 
admin to show off some of the best French 
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“THE INITIAL IDEA OF HAVING IT 
SPECIFICALLY FOR ‘TIGHT-FITMENT’ CARS 

SOON WENT OUT THE WINDOW”

initial idea of having it specifically for “tight-
fitment” cars soon went out the window and 
it was opened to all French car owners.

Now when Kieran started the club his 
car was standard but the ambition was to 
create a car that would be the centre piece 
of the club and show exactly what the club 
was all about. And as you can see from 
these pictures he has definitely done that. 
This caught the eye of many people, this 
magazine being one but also attracted a 
sponsor, and Formula Clean have taken 
the DS3 onto their team. And we think it 
was certainly a good decision as you want 
to draw the crowds into a trade stand and 

what better way than having one of the 
most unique cars about at the moment.

We already know Kieran is planning on 
a few more bits to be retrimmed in the 
interior to match the seats, some further 
modifications to the bodywork to make 

it that bit more unique and rumours of a 
possible new set of one of a kind wheels. 
The car and the club are a credit to all 
Kieran’s hard work, with the help of some 
good friends, and we can’t wait to see what 
2016 and the future holds for both. n
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• Two compounds available Track (120 treadwear) 
and Street (180 treadwear) and Competition (100 
tread wear)

• Ultimate grip without compromising wet weather 
performance

• MSA approved list 1B tyre 

NS-2RNS-2R
195/50r15 from £64.99 

205/45r16 from £79.99 

215/45r17 from £90.00 

225/45r17 from £75.00

225/40r18 from £94.99 

235/40r18 from £114.99 

255/35r18 from £105.00 

265/35r18 from £120.00

many	more	sizes...

www.nankangtyre.co.uk
Nankang Tyre UK @NankangTyreUK



CASTLE COMBE

CHIPPENHAM, WILTSHIRE SN14 7EY • WWW.CASTLECOMBECIRCUIT.CO.UK

A BEGINNERS GUIDE TO DRIVING CASTLE COMBE CIRCUIT, 
WHICH WILL HOPEFULLY BE ESPECIALLY USEFUL TO 
THOSE WITH TRACK TIME AT FRENCH CAR SHOW!

sections of the track. Turn in is from the 
left of the track and you can brake later 
than it might first look as the ground is 
flat and its a good surface and the bend 
isnt quite as tight as it looks either.

The first turn is to the right and this then 
becomes a chicane with a left straight 
after, exit from the left will then push 
you to the right of the circuit, but if you 
are in a very powerful car then you may 
want to ease off slightly on the way out 
in order to let yourself get back to the 
left of the track for the second bend and 
therefore back on the power sooner as 
you tackle Old Paddock Bend which is 
next up and is a relatively mild left hander. 
In most french hot hatches which have 
more gip than power though its almost 
a straight line from the exit of The Esses 
to the apex of Old Paddock Bend.

The exit to Paddock Bend has some 
rumble strip section that allows you to 
run a bit wide if you have to but try not 
to use too much of it as the grip level is 
decreased compared to the proper tarmac.

The next left is called Hammerdown 
and for good reason, in anything but a 

contend with, this is the only part of the 
track with any real gradient change and is 
a shallow hump, it looks like nothing but 
be careful if you are breaking going over 
it as can really effect the amount of grip 
you have as the car goes light just after the 
crest, it can also impact on turning into the 
correct line for Quarry for the same reason.

If you decide to do some of your 
braking before the rise (we STRONGLY 
recommend this inititally for beginners) 
then it makes getting the line right relatively 
easy, just get  far over to the left as you 
go through the rise and stay there until its 
time to turn in. If you have been braking 
over the rise you wont typically manage to 
get to the same point so you begin to turn 
in from the centre of the track instead.

In both cases you should apex about 
halfway along the righthand kerb, 
its later than you think and apex’ing 
too early is a common reason for 
people taking too much speed in and 
understeering off the track as a result.

Next up is The Esses, this is the first of 
two chicanes introduced relatively recently 
in order to lower the speeds on certain 

C
astle Combe circuit near 
Bath is one of the oldest 
tracks in the country, 
dating back to 1950 when 
it was created on the site 

of the previous RAF Castle Combe 
which was a fighter base until 1948.

Its a 1.85 mile long circuit that at 
first glance looks very simple, but as is 
often the case, the devil is in the details 
and despite it looking like one of the 
countries simpler circuits its actually 
famous for being one of the most crashed 
on ones, the speeds are high and the 
barriers are close so its important to 
know what you are letting yourself in 
for before you head out on track.

As you join the circuit from the pits, 
you will be on the second half of the 
main straight, if its an open pitlane day 
then cars at huge speeds (150mph+ 
is possible from a powerful car) will be 
passing you as you join so you must KEEP 
LEFT as you join and build up speed.

The first corner you get to will be Quarry 
Corner, although before you deal with 
the corner itself you have Avon Rise to 

TRACK GUIDE

SN14 7EY
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TRACK GUIDE: CASTLE COMBE

crazy power turbo car this 
is just a completely flat out 
section of the track in the 
dry, not really much to it 
other than once you are out 
of it start making your way 
back to the left of the track 
ready for Tower Corner.

Tower Corner has a slight 
downhill leading into it which 
will lengthen your braking 
distance slightly so be careful 
of that, and its also longer than 
it looks during your approach 
as it actually tuns through more 
than a 90 degree angle, this means 
that the Apex is later than it looks 
and if you go in on too early an apex 
you are going to run wide, especially 
as it is slightly off camber too which 
means you get pushed out by gravity 
slightly as well as by G force and it 
can really induce a lot of lean into 
your car if your suspension is quite soft.

Bobbies chicane is a right left and just 
about any car you drive here will tend to 
struggle to feel like its in the right gear, 
the reason is that your speed coming out 
by the time you have your wheel back to 
nearly straight is so much higher than your 
speed going in, for this reason generally 
its better to go in using a taller gear as 
at least then you dont have to try and 
shift mid bend or risk hitting the limiter. 
Fairly simple bend, but on the way out 
avoid running wide which can happen 
if you take too aggressive a line on the 
first half or carry too much speed.

Tower

Bobbies

Westway

Dean Straight

Avon Rise

Quarry

Folly

Camp Corner

Farm Straight

The Esses

Old Paddock Bend

Hammerdown

Westway is a mild right hander, its flat 
out in most cars due to how slow you have 
come out of Bobbies just before it, and 
there is plenty of time after it to get over to 
the left ready for your next turn in to Camp 
Corner which is a high speed right hand 
bend, it tightens up which catches a lot 
of people out, if you do get it wrong here 
and go in too hot then you are potentially 
going to hit the armco doing speeds 
that wouldnt be legal on a motorway so 
its going to hurt, lots! To really get the 
most from this corner you really need to 
use all the track running right out to the 

lefthand side and you will certainly notice 
how close the pitwall is when you do so! 

The last corner, known as Folly is 
more of a kink than a bend and unless 
conditions are treacherous or you have 
huge power to weight its flat out in 
almost any car, but when grip does drop 
on rainy days it can catch people out 
as if you do have a moment its going 
to be at big speeds and the fact its a 
bit bumpy can exaggerate any loss of 
grip, hence the name Folly in the first 
place. Powerful cars can easily be well 
into 3 figure speeds by this point. n
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Words: Chip  Photos: Matt Dear

R26 POWERED 
172 CUP

CATCH-UP WITH THE NEW EDITORS OWN HOME BUILT PERFORMANCE 
FRENCH CAR, AN R26 POWERED CLIO 172 CUP
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caged Clio shell so that settled it! (heart kind 
of wanted 205, but they are getting dearer 
now and this came up first and head won!).

Turbo became the logical choice just 
because getting the 300bhp I wanted from 
an N/A engine would have been ludicrously 
expensive and wouldn’t last anywhere 
near as long. The engine I chose for the 
project is a Megane R26 one, I whipped it 
apart and put a set of steel rods in it that 
at this power level it doesn’t really need 
but it was just a case of doing so cause I 
had a set lying around, so for the minimal 
effort involved was cheap insurance. Other 
than that its totally standard internally. So 
if there are any problems with it I can just 
go and source another Megane engine and 
be back up and running again as quickly 
as possible or if I want to push the power 
a little further then its well catered for with 
aftermarket parts to do so. Same story with 
the gearbox in that it’s a Megane 6 speed 
box, readily and cheaply available and then 
just fitted with a Quaiffe diff that can easily 
be swapped to another box if required.

To fit the engine in the first place, it was 
a case of custom shafts, custom lower 
mounts, standard upper engine mount, 
and a half standard/half custom upper 
gearbox mount. Most of this was fabricated 
up at home but for the shafts they were 
mocked up at home and then sent to GB 
Engineering to be remade with no joins 
and heat treated for strength. Although the 
shafts are custom made they use standard 
Megane inners and standard Clio outer CVs 
so that parts are readily available to just 
swap onto them if an end gets damaged.

The engine has been fitted with a bespoke 
loom I made that features a bulkhead 
connector so that if the engine needs to be 
removed its just a case of undo that one 
connection and the loom stays half with the 
car and half with the engine. Same for the 
fuel system, its all on custom braided lines 
that then feature bulkhead connectors to 
allow a simple split if the engine needs to 
come out or if the head needs to come off. 
The turbo is a Focus RS one featuring an 
easy to separate V-band attachment to the 

W
ell “PFC Projects” is 
something people have 
been asking to have back 
for a while, so I'm kicking 
off with showing you all 

the 172 Cup I've just built and I will keep you 
updated from here on in with updates to it in 
PFC projects as well as hopefully starting a 
new project car from scratch soon as well.

So why did I pick this particular car 
to build? Well I've had various ITB’d and 
Turbo cars and driven lots of friends cars at 
difference specs on track too and I decided 
from that what I wanted was to be in the 
300bhp/1000kg ballpark, with an LSD 
equipped gearbox on decent suspension 
with good brakes. It wont see much road 
use so I wanted a stripped out shell with 
a cage and built in a way to make it as 
easy (and relatively cheap) to maintain as 
possible. The idea being that it can do as 
many trackdays as possible for the least 
amount of headaches, it had to be french of 
course for that nimble handling we all love 
and it just so happened a friend was selling a 
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Individual EGT 
sensors per cylinder 
allow detailed 
monitoring and 
logging.

Torques pressure 
regulator.

Fuses relocated to where vent 
used to be for easy access.

Megane engine looks 
well at home in the bay.

Roof scoop provides 
handy ventilation on 
hot trackdays.
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force it experiences. All of this of course 
is nothing that is in any way needed on a 
trackday car driven by a self proclaimed 
"pretty average trackday driver", but when 
you are a techy nerd at heart sometimes 
things are just too cool to do without, 
even if you don’t really need them!

Data is not just captured for running 
the engine and for datalogging but also all 
of it is available in real time to the driver 
published via a Nexus Android tablet that 
sits in place of the standard clocks. This 
can be used to select any data at all that 
I want to see and I have pre-programmed 
it with two screens; one is full of data that 
is useful to me as I map the car, and the 
other is a plain and simple speed and 

how far my car is from the sort of things its 
normally used on if I recall correctly at the 
time of building this car I had the LEAST 
amount of power ever made on this make 
of ECU, and I don’t mean just a little lower, 
I mean by a margin of about 500bhp!

As well as data-logging the engine 
very thoroughly, the ECU also offers the 
opportunity for sophisticated chassis 
data logging, and the plan is to add linear 
potentiometers to all the shock absorbers 
to track their movement, which, when 
combined with the internal G sensors will 
allow fine tuning of things like the camber 
and spring stiffness by determining how 
far the car leans via how much movement 
on each shock for any given corner G 

downpipe and a vertical mounting flange 
to the exhaust manifold which allows the 
turbo to be unbolted and very easily lifted 
out without moving the engine off its mounts 
if the turbo ever needs a turbo rebuild..

Fitting the gearbox involved swapping 
from rod to cable change for the gear 
selection and swapping from cable to 
hydraulic for the clutch. The gear lever 
itself I have sat up on stilts in the car so 
that instead of needing a custom taller 
shifter it gives the same perfect gear 
change position from the readily available 
standard Megane item. The hydraulic 
clutch uses a modified Clio pedal box to 
take an aftermarket Tilton brake master 
cylinder and then uses the standard Megane 
hydraulics inside the box for the slave.

The fuel system consists of an external 
swirl pot filled via a Phase-1 172 Clio 
pump, and the swirl pot in turn then feeds 
an 044 Bosch Motorsport pump which 
supplies fuel to the steel fuel rail which 
features a return to move the regulator 
up to the front of the car rather than 
be in the tank like on the standard Clio 
172 cup setup which isn’t as good for 
controlling fuelling when running boost.

For an ECU on this car, I stepped away 
from the norm for the UK and have opted 
for a MaxxEcu which is a very high end 
ECU made in Sweden. It originally evolved 
as a result of Maxx Tuning in Sweden being 
unhappy with the abilities of other ECU 
products for use on their huge power drag 
cars (1500bhp from a 2.5 Volvo 5 cylinder 
engine not being uncommon for them!) and 
its spec-list is a bit ridiculous to be using 
on a Clio with a Megane engine frankly. 
Sometimes though, overkill is a nice way 
to go. It features things like 8 channels for 
direct plug-in for EGT probes (only four of 
which are used on this car of course), in-built 
wideband control, and a hugely detailed 
data logging setup; to put into perspective 

SOMETIMES THINGS ARE JUST TOO COOL TO DO 
WITHOUT, EVEN IF YOU DON’T REALLY NEED THEM!”

Tarox 6 pots and 
300mm squeezed 
under 15” rims.
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RPM display for use on track, but the 
tablet will then automatically still pop up a 
warning message if any predefined error 
conditions are breached, such as excessive 
exhaust gas temperature, or insufficient 
oil pressure, so even when in cut down 
simple display mode all parameters are still 
monitored and made available if needed.

One other handy feature of the ECU 
is as well as looking at maximum EGT 
values it will also look at the difference 
between the cylinders, so when a coil was 
breaking down recently it became very 
quickly obvious there was an issue as the 
ECU noticed that cylinder not as hot as 
the others so triggered an alarm to say the 
max difference was exceeded, a quick flick 
back in the logs showed which cylinder was 
at fault and the pencil coil easily replaced. 
Had it been an injector going down then a 
rise in EGT relative to the other cylinders 
would prove similarly easy to spot.

For an intercooler a Focus RS Mk2 
item provides an inexpensive and 

decent quality intercooler that can be 
readily replaced if damaged and is 
ideally suited to this power level.

The suspension on the car is a set of 
Mitsubishi Evo Nitron front coilovers adapted 
to fit the Clio hubs I managed to buy from a 
guy who used to work at Nitron and custom 
adapted them for his own car. And then I 
have fitted them using AST camber and 
caster adjustable eccentric top mounts, 
and paired them up with AST rear coilovers. 
The front suspension also benefits from 

roll centre correction modified hubs to 
ensure that the roll centre isn’t ruined by 
running the car quite low to the ground; 
normally when you lower a car you change 
the geometry of the front wishbones quite 
drastically and this can lead to requiring 
harder springs to control the body roll due 
to a movement in roll centre giving the car's 
mass more leverage against the suspension. 
If you correct the roll centre by altering the 
wishbone mounting points it means that 
you can get away with not needing quite 

“INSIDE THE CAR, OTHER THAN THE DASHBOARD 
AND FUEL SYSTEM, THINGS ARE PRETTY BARE”
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such a hard spring to control roll which 
makes the car more compliant if you are 
encountering racetrack kerbs with it.

The brakes are standard cup disks 
and calipers on the back, but the front 
setup has been changed to Tarox six pot 
calipers on homemade brackets and Scenic 
300mm discs. The lines have then all been 
replaced with braided to suit. I would have 
loved to have bought the custom Tarox 6 
pot setup that they do for these cars but 
when these calipers came up secondhand 
(off an Astra of all things), I decided I 
could get them onto the car far cheaper 
as part of a home made setup. Maybe I 
can move onto the proper Tarox disc and 

Interior is sparse and 
purposeful. Gear lever has 
been raised so its nearer 
to wheel.

Nexus Tablet can be configured to 
show anything the ECU sees.

Super comfy Recaro 
passenger seat was 

lifted from a GT racer.

OMP drivers seat has 
head restraint but still 

good visibility.

Electronic Power steering 
is adjustable.
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Engine 
Megane R26 engine with steel rods, 
Focus RS Turbo with billet compressor 
wheel, Mk2 Focus RS Intercooler, 
Custom braided lines, Twin pumps with 
swirl pot and multiple filters, Modified 
Megane 225 inlet to take custom fuel 
rail to use Saab injectors, Torques fuel 
pressure regulator and gauge, Stainless 
steel single silencer exhaust with stealth 
exit, MaxxEcu engine management

Transmission 
Steel solid mass flywheel, Paddle Clutch, 
Megane 225 gearbox, Quaiffe Diff

Brakes 
Tarox 6 pot front calipers, 300mm 
front discs, Standard rear brakes

Wheels and Tyres 
Team Dynamics Pro-race 1.2 15” 
wheels, Toyo R888 tyres or Michelin 
Pilot Sport cups (dry use), Federal 
RSR or Michelin race wets (wet use)

Suspension 
Nitron Evo Coilovers adapted/revalved, 
AST Top mounts, AST rear coilovers, 
Roll centre correction hubs

Interior 
Rollcage, Bucket seats, Harnesses, 
Flocked Dash, Raised gear 
shifter, Android tablet dash

TECH SPEC
bell setup in the future if funds allow.

Inside the car, other than the dashboard 
and fuel system, things are pretty bare, 
a couple of bucket seats and a rollcage 
and not a lot else. Its pretty noisy with the 
fuel system whirring away even when sat 
just idling but at least thanks to the use of 
Teflon fuel lines throughout it doesn’t suffer 
that horrific petrol smell that a lot of track 
cars with fuel systems in the car seem to 
end up with. Although it’s probably still not 
something many people would want to live 
with day to day, as a trackday car so far 
its been spot on, and of course it shows 
what any of us can manage in our single 

garage at home if we put your mind to it.
So the next thing to say is "I’ve shown 

you mine, so you show me yours", so if 
you have a car you would like featured 
in the mag, please email us at features@
performancefrenchcars.co.uk 

Also, now I have (almost) finished the 
Clio, it means I have some time free for 
another project, so let me know what you 
think I should do next? I’m thinking possibly 
going back to basics and going for a real 
simple race car build maybe to try out in 
something like the 750 MotorClub stock 
hatch series, but who knows I might just end 
up getting carried away again instead! n

“IT’S PROBABLY STILL NOT 
SOMETHING MANY PEOPLE 
WOULD WANT TO LIVE 
WITH DAY TO DAY”

Fuel system and 
extinguisher are 
all that occupies 
the rear of 
the car.
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CLUB FOCUS

Club focus this month is mainly about 
one thing really, which is fund raising for 
a little girl who is fighting an incredibly 
brave battle against cancer.

She is 4 year old Olivia May Phillips 
and her dad Jon Phillips (until he broke 
it and sold the bits recently to fund her 
treatment), had a Clio Mk2 trackday car.

Lots of the big Renault clubs, such as 
Renault UK, Northern Renault, Renault 
Sport Club, CSOC, etc, have been 
engaged in various fundraising activities 
to try and get her the treatment that 
sadly the NHS cannot offer at this time.

CSOC members even stepped 
forward to offer to lend Jon their cars 
for their club trackday now that he 
hasn’t got his own to use – French Car 

NORTHERN RENAULT MEET AT CLIOTURBO

clubfocus
community club spirit at it's best.

Two of the meets we are featuring this 
month share this common theme, raising 
money for her. If you would like to join 
in and donate, or better yet do some 
fundraising of your own, then google “Olivia 
May Phillips Story” and you will find her 
YouCaring page where you can help.

T
he charity fundraiser for 
Olivia that we visited in 
the north was held by the 
Northern Renault club and 
they had all descended 

on Clio Turbo’s workshop in Durham, 

well in fact there was such an amazing 
turnout that they pretty much descended 
upon the entire industrial estate!

There was a fantastic variety of all things 
Renault, from some incredible Renault 5 
Turbos right up to modern Meganes, and 

of course loads of Andy’s customers were 
there in their turbo charged Clios as well.

By the time we arrived things were 
already in full swing and Michelle and 
the rest of the club organisers had 
done a great job of organising all the 

Words: Chip  Photos: Lesley Collis
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If you run a club and are organising a meet, trackday, rolling road day, or just a big night out at the local pub for a chat with your cars, then get in 
contact with us at: features@performancefrenchcars.co.uk and let us know about it so we can try and send someone along to cover it.GET INVOLVED

cars into groups of the same model, 
it actually looked more like a show 
than just a meet! There was a fantastic 
chilled out atmosphere, plenty of 
socialising and overall it was just a 
great place to spend an afternoon.

The meet wasn’t just about being social 
and enjoying the cars though, it was first 
and foremost a charity fund raiser and 
they held a huge raffle where they raised 
approaching 600 pounds, including some 
very generous prizes donated by Andy 
at Clio Turbo and other club members. 

Dan Smart even managed to win yet 
another clock (he got one at Midlands 
Renault meet the week before as well!) 
so if that man is ever late for an event 
he really does have no excuse!

If anyone is from the North of England 
and owns a Renault and isn’t yet in 
the club, you really should join, they 
are a fantastically friendly bunch with 
a huge passion for their cars. n
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“A FANTASTIC VARIETY OF ALL THINGS RENAULT, FROM SOME INCREDIBLE 
RENAULT 5 TURBOS RIGHT UP TO MODERN MEGANES”
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R
enault Sport Club was 
setup  in April 2014 and 
their aim is to provide a 
place to discover and talk 
about all things Renault 

at www.RenaultSportClub.co.uk. They 
have close ties with Renault Uk and 
helped with organising the collectors 
area at the last Renault World Series. 

They are very keen to support charitable 
causes and so they all descended 
upon the premises of Midlands Renault 
Specialist Mark Black for a BBQ 
fundraiser for Olivia May Phillips.

We know the RSC guys are always a 
great bunch to spend some time with so 
when they offered us an invite to tag along 
we jumped at the chance, especially with 
the meet being for such a touching cause.

The selection of cars present showed 
how varied the club's membership 
base is, mainly newer cars with more or 
less complete coverage across the RS 
spectrum from the last 10 years including 

RENAULT SPORT CLUB 
@ MIDLAND RENAULT

Words: Chip  Photos: Liam Fisher / Lesley Collis
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“THE TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED ON THE DAY WAS JUST SHY OF 500 POUNDS – 
A FANTASTIC EFFORT THAT WAS HUGELY APPRECIATED BY OLIVIA’S PARENTS”
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Meganes from R26 upto 275 trophy, Clios 
from 172 through to the latest Mk4, and 
one little Twingo representing the cute 
end of the Renault Sport spectrum :)

They had a bbq (Chip, the new editor 
even broke his sponsored diet for Olivia 
that day in order to buy a burger as 
the money was going to her for that 
as well), a raffle, and auctioned some 
items off, including a OMP stickered 
clock that went for a very generous 50 
pounds to Dan Smart. The total amount 
raised on the day was just shy of 500 
pounds – a fantastic effort that was 
hugely appreciated by Olivia's parents.

Turnout considering the cold on the day 
was fantastic and they took over not just 
the space outside Midlands Renault but 
also all the neighbouring units as well!

Sign up free to their online forum or 
find them on facebook if you want to 
get involved with this quickly growing 
and very enthusiastic club. n
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D
S3Club members travelled 
from far and wide to get 
together for this pre-
season catch up, held 
at the British Motor 

Museum in Warwickshire. Once parked, 
everyone said their hellos before an 
eerie silence swept over the crowd…. 
This was of course because everyone 
was busy with the QD. Microfibres at 
the ready everyone ensured their DS3 
was looking at its best for the meet. 

DS3CLUB PRE-SEASON CATCH UP
DATE: 2ND APRIL  LOCATION: BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM – WARWICKSHIRE

Words: Joni  Photos: DS3Club

Owner: Zack Thomas  
Reg: T24 CKK 
Model: 1.6 HDI

Hybrid Turbo, Prospeed forced 
induction system – custom made, 
Custom Intercooler pipework, 
Prospeed custom straightpipe, 
SP Tuning Remap, SP Tuning DPF 
delete + custom downpipe

Owner: Wayne Gringras 
Reg: RV12 UNJ 
Model: 155 THP Dsport

Forge Induction Kit, Airtec Intercooler, 
Bilstein Coilovers, Cobra Exhaust 
System, Tarox Front Brakes
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Owner: Ben Scott 
Reg: DN15 YRF

BC Racing Coilovers, De Wipered, 
AXE EX10 Alloys, TRC Splitter

ABOUT DS3CLUB 
Established in 2009, the club was set up 
as a one stop resource for all things DS3, 
providing information for new owners 
as well as prospective buyers. Offering 
basic maintenance information through 
to build threads and modifications. 

Now in its 6th full year the club is 
thriving on the success of the DS3 
and the passion of its owners. 

The club meets regularly at large 
national events as well as meeting 
locally for a catch up and a coffee 
with friends. The site is free to join 
and we welcome all members. 

www.ds3club.co.uk
facebook.com/ds3club.co.uk
twitter.com/DS3_Club
instagram.com/ds3club
And our hashtag is of course #ds3club
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Owner: Brian Featherstone 
Reg: BRI 4 JUE 
Model: 165 THP Dsport+ 

Power Flow Exhaust, Forge Hard 
Pipes, Forge Catch Can, Forge 
Induction Kit, Forge BOV 

Owner: Lawrence Edwards 
Reg: OU64 WPX 
Model: DStyle Techno

Forge Filter, Scorpion Decat, 
Long Life Back Box, JL Audio 
Boot Build – Featuring 2 W6v3 
Subwoofers, JL Audio Door builds

Owner: Martin Bennett  
Reg: GL62 JYY 
Model: 1.6 eHDI

30mm Lowered – Coilovers on the 
way! Triple R Splitter, Custom Back 
Box, Calibre Motion 2 alloys
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R
SUK started a couple of 
years back by a group of 
friends who met online via 
car forums, all with a mutual 
interest for Renault sports. 

The entire admin team have previously 
owned, or still own, Renault sports but 

RSUK LLANDOW TRACK DAY 
Words: Chris Jones  Photos: RSUK

wanted a car club that wasn’t just about 
the one make or the one model but the 
enthusiasm that people bring to meets. This 
is a core reason why RSUK has grown from 
strength to strength over the last 2 years 
with over 2500 members on their Facebook 
page and regular local and national meets. 

At every meet and event you’re greeted 
by a bunch of friendly faces and welcomed 
in to the clubs friendly atmosphere. 

This friendly club spirit was particuarly 
evident at their club exclusive trackday 
event on April 1st at the Llandow circuit 
in South Wales. 40 cars and even more 
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people descended on the small circuit on 
a cold Friday morning for the exclusive 
RSUK only track day. Walking through 
the paddock area it was clear that the 
RSUK members like some good French 
hot hatches. It was filled with pretty 
everything the french scene has to offer in 
terms of hot hatches, from a fully stripped 
out Clio phase 1 172, to a rather funky 
looking, fully track prepped 106 with 
throttle bodies, a Clio 182 sporting the 
clubs logo alongside a couple of mark 
4 Clio 200t’s and, if that wasn’t enough, 
an array of stunning Megane’s too. 

After a quick briefing the guys and girls 
were ready to take on Llandow circuit. 
The drivers on the day ranged from 
fresh faced new comers to hardened 

“WITH THE SOUND OF TURBOS SPOOLING AND 
CRACKLES ON THE DOWN SHIFTS, THESE GUYS 

CERTAINLY LIKE A GOOD BIT OF NOISE”
track goers. On track the usual 172/182 
battles were evident with plenty of wheel 
cocking on the tight bus stop chicane; 
highly tuned Megane’s powered down the 
straights with the sound of turbos spooling 
and crackles on the down shifts, these 
guys certainly like a good bit of noise. 

As always with RSUK, everyone was 
very courteous on and off the track. With 
the wide variety of different power cars 

on the day it would be easy to trip over 
people on track but all the drivers were 
extremely well behaved and tolerant of 
the varying skill levels. Overall it was a 
fantastic day enjoyed by all and members 
even benefitted from getting breakfast 
and lunch thrown in on top of all the track 
action. You can find RSUK on Facebook, 
Instagram and they even have a YouTube 
channel to keep you entertained as well! n
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We’re looking for the best cars to feature in PFC, so, if you think 
your car has what it takes, we want to hear from you. We’re 

looking for cool performance cars with interesting upgrades, 
but we also like a bit of styling (as long as it’s fresh and 

not stuck in 2005!). Send pics and a brief spec to
features@performancefrenchcars.co.uk 

and if it’s good enough, we’ll arrange a 
photoshoot. So what are you waiting for? 

GET FEATURED

WE WANT 
YOUR CAR!



750 MOTOR CLUB 

750 MOTOR CLUB 
DONINGTON TEST DAY

WE RECENTLY COVERED THE 750 MOTOR CLUB IN THE JAN/FEB ISSUE 
IN TERMS OF IT BEING A GREAT WAY TO GO RACING ON A BUDGET.

S
o by way of a bit of a follow up 
we met up with Nigel Jones 
from the Renault Sport Club 
and popped along to the pre-
season test day at Donington 

circuit to catch up with some people who 
have done so to see what was what.

These sort of days are an excellent 

chance for drivers to shake down their 
car and themselves and they also offer 
the opportunity to bolt in a second 
seat and employ the services of an 
instructor for the day if they wish to.

Phil Law has raced in the series before 
but has been a sporadic attendee due 
to other commitments, this year he is 

hoping to campaign at every event, 
and to give himself a fighting chance 
this season he has actually bought a 
previous season winning Citroen Saxo.

The series that Phil competes in is 
called Stock Hatch and only allows very 
minor modifications to the cars, so its a 
case of picking a suitable starting point 

Words: Chip  Photos: Aaron Lupton / Lesley Collis
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series largely because of the fact it was 
so controlled and hence down so much 
to the driving as to who wins rather 
than being a chequebook series where 
your wallet can beat someone else's 
round the track by spending fortunes 
on a better car than everyone else.

His car was built by K-Tec Racing and 
last year he finished in a hugely creditable 
4th place, despite starting the season near 
to the back of the grid and his previous 
race experience being only on motorbikes. 
This year he is certainly one to watch as 
he is determined to improve on that. His 
times during the test-day were consistently 
in the 1:23.9-1:24.2 window which 
he was very pleased with and should 
make him competitive this season. n

The main technical requirements 
to compete are:
•  Standard engine only, must be a F4R 

738 as found in the 182. K-Tec Racing 
ECU (locked so map can’t be changed)

•  K-Tec coilovers (but you can 
change springs to suit)

•  Pro race 1.2 wheels from Rimstock
•  Brakes must be standard size 

discs, pad choice is free
•  Gearbox must be completely standard, 

no changed ratios and no LSD.
•  Cage must be a 6 point bolt in cage only.

Edward Byrne is competing in the K-Tec 
racing championship. He previously 
raced motocross bikes but wanted to 
get into circuit racing and chose this 

that will be competitive despite the lack 
of mods allowed and the Saxo and the 
106 both do a brilliant job of representing 
the french scene in this series.

There is also a big brother to this 
series called Hot Hatch where far more 
modifications are allowed and obviously 
the costs are far higher, but the racing 
is much faster paced of course.

What grabbed our attention most 
was the MSA approved, K-Tec Racing 
Clio 182 race championship by the 
750 MC, as unlike the other two, this 
one is entirely french cars as it’s only 
Clio 182's that are allowed to enter.

The concept behind it is to provide 
as fair a fight as possible between 
competitors by having strict control over 
what parts and what tuning is allowed.

Another big advantage of the 182 series 
over some other single make similar series 
is that 182 donor cars right now are so 
readily available, so if the worst does 
happen and a big crash happens at least 
parts to repair it are readily available.

“...TO PROVIDE AS FAIR A FIGHT AS 
POSSIBLE BETWEEN COMPETITORS”
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Aaron’s modified his 206 for improved performance as 
well as for looks and he loves the handling characteristics 
now on the BC Coilovers and the engine’s new soundtrack 
courtesy of the Janspeed exhaust. The already revvy 
engine has been further improved with it’s lightened 
flywheel and he’s updated the brakes to match with 
drilled and grooved Mtec disks with EBC Pads.
Visually he has improved the car with a Carbon Bonnet, Masked 
Black Headlights, Zunsport Grill Kit and Cupra R Splitter with 
a colour coded front badge to all combine and make the front 
more aggressive and has he at the rear he has also fitted FK 
Automotive rear lights and De badged & De-wipered it.

Spec: BC Racing BR Series Coilovers with adjustable top 
mounts, Torsion bar adjusted -45mm with BC Racing 30 
way damping adjustable rear shocks, Pug1Off Lightened 
Billet Flywheel, Janspeed Cat Back Exhaust, Mtec Drilled 
& Grooved Discs, Green Stuff Pads, Mtec Short Shifter 
with 30% reduced throw, K&N Panel FIlter, Toyo Proxes

AARON JACOB’S 206 GTI 180 
IN OBSIDIAN BLACK - 
“THE UNDERDOG N/A HERO”

READERS’CARS
Feel free to hit us up on our Facebook page if you want to submit your car, or better still send it in to the

features@performancefrenchcars.co.uk
email address as the images will come through better quality that way. Dont forget to include plenty of details 

about each car, and we will pick a selection of the ones we get in to show off in the mag each month.
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Spec: 
Engine: 1.6 16v tu5j4, Catcams 705 
camshafts, Piper 4-1 exhaust manifold, 
Piper decat pipe, Powerflow catback 
system, K&N panel filter in standard 16v 
airbox, Kamracing lightened crank pulley, 
Vibra-technics solid engine mount kit
Transmission: VTS gearbox fully 
rebuilt, quaife atb differential with 1.4 
106 xsi crown wheel fitted, Kamracing 
gearlinkages, Compbrake quickshift
Suspension & steering: Front wishbones 
fully polybushed, Oilite rear axle from im 
axles lowered 40mm, Baker BM solid axle 
bushes, 24mm rear anti roll bar, Bilstien 
b8 front & rear shocks, Eibach sportline 
40mm front springs, Sparco top strut brace, 
OMP lower wishbone brace, GMC modified 
steering arm to avoid powersteering pipe
Brakes: 23mm peugeot 406 master 
cyclinder, 283mm front brake set up 
off a 206 gti 180, Ebc yellow stuff 
front pads, EBC standard front discs, 
Ferodo premium rear discs & pads
Wheels: 15” Pro race 1.2’s with 
Uniroyal Rainsport 3 tyres
Interior: VTS clocks with oil temp wired in, 
Vts dash airbag fitted instead of glovebox, 
Semi stripped rear, Drivers bucket seat 
with Sparco harnesses fitted on an ultra 
low JPR developments subframe

DANIEL ROE’S 
POSEIDON BLUE SAXO VTR

JULY/AUGUST 2016 PERFORMANCE frenchcars  75



Fairly standard still at the minute with some stickers, tints and a white paintjob on the hockenheim alloy wheels and sporting 
pressed steel numberplates, we look forward to seeing it again in the future and see what he has done with it.

CHRIS WILSON’S 207 1.4 DIESEL

Jonathon’s car is standard bar a remap, but 
the 208 Gti is something of an unsung hero of 
course and the factory spec already boosts:

Spec: Torsen Limited Slip Differential, Brembo 
4 piston calipers and discs, Peugeot sport 
bucket seats, uprated sports exhaust system, 
uprated con rods and pistons, 18” “lithium” 
matt black alloy wheels, Michelin super sport 
tyres, 205 GTI esque arch mouldings 

JONATHON WILL’S 
SUPER CLEAN 208 GTI
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He bought in Nov 2012 and he has been 
enjoying it and modding it ever since.

Spec: RS Tuning remap, K-Tec turbo back 
exhaust, Bailey Blow Off Valve, ITG cone 
home made hard pipe kit, Forge silicone 
hoses, Polyflex & racing flex mounts 
& inserts, AJ’S short shifter, Uprated 
Intercooler, R26R discs DS2500 pads 
braided hoses, OZ ultraleggerra 18x8j 
with Dunlop sport maxx tyres, Carbon 
dip plastics and Alcantara retrim, Alpine 
entertainment system, HID light kit

STEVEN LONGDEN’S 
TURBO MEGANE 
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Words: Russell Fitch   Photos: Alan Smeaton

RENAULT 
BACK IN F1
RENAULT ARE BACK! FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HALF A DECADE, 

RENAULT ARE NOW BACK IN FORMULA ONE AS A CONSTRUCTOR 
UNDER THE NAME OF THE RENAULT SPORT FORMULA ONE TEAM.

‘M
otorsports still spark 
the imagination of 
both enthusiasts 
and everyday 
drivers, and we 

are putting a comprehensive program in 
place today. Formula 1 is a big part of our 
efforts to boost awareness of Renault, 
particularly in markets where Renault is a 
newcomer, and will enhance the transfer 
of technologies from the track to our 
road cars.’ said CEO Carlos Ghosn.

Of course Renault has been a name 
associated with F1 for many years, first 
entering the sport way back in 1977. It 
was the first team to use forced induction 
– Rules at the time permitted two types 

of engine: 3.0 litres naturally aspirated or 
1.5 litres turbocharged or supercharged. 
The majority of the field used  the Ford 
Cosworth DFV V8, while the Italians 
preferred using a flat-12 design.

To begin with, the decision of using 
forced induction looked to be a poor one; 
The car proved to be very unreliable, 
earning itself the nickname of the ‘Yellow 
Teapot’ from its rivals due to it blowing 
up regularly and usually in a cloud of 
white smoke! At that point, some may 
have given up, going to a proven N/A 
unit as the rest of the field had done, 
but Renault plugged away, confident 
they were able to make it work.

Over the next couple of seasons the 

engine was developed, gaining twin 
turbochargers to replace the one large 
one (Thus eliminating the huge turbo 
lag the car had suffered from) and the 
power output continued to climb the 
original 500 hp in 1977, reaching the dizzy 
heights of over 1,200 hp at 12,500rpm 
during qualifying of the 1986 season.

Engine blocks were made from cast 
iron to withstand the huge pressures 
created by forced induction, the later 
cars seeing 50+psi of turbocharger 
pressure which was needed to 
hit four-figure power levels.

Folklore has it some teams even 
used seasoned road car engines, kept 
out in the cold and even urinated on 
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The results were now speaking for 
themselves - Taking into account the 
little 1.5 litre turbocharged engine 
was competing against the bigger, 
already established naturally aspirated 
3.0 litre engines, over 9 full seasons 
the EF series engines notched up 
some pretty impressive results:

n  One World Championship 
Runner-Up title in 1983.

n  20 race wins 
(15 with Renault, 5 with Lotus).

n  50 pole positions 
(32 with Renault, 18 with Lotus).

n  51 podium finishes (25 with Renault, 
20 with Lotus, six with Ligier).

to strengthen their composition!
By the early 80’s other teams started 

to take note of Renaults success 
using turbocharging – This led to 
Renault supplying engines for other 
teams starting with Lotus in 1983 
and leading onto Ligier and Tyrrell in 
the following seasons until 1986.

JP Jabouille, Silverstone, GB GP, 1977. Derek Warwick, 
Le Castellet, Testing 1983.

Damon Hill, Estoril, 
Testing 1992.

Patrick Tambay, Le Castellet, 
Testing 1983.
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“FORMULA 1 IS A BIG PART OF OUR EFFORTS 
TO BOOST AWARENESS OF RENAULT”

down the company’s involvement from 
a constructor to an engine supplier for 
the 1986 season before pulling the plug 
completely at the end of that year. 

Renault returned to Formula one in 
1997 as an engine supplier, this time 
with the first pneumatic valved 3.5 litre 
V10 engine  following the ban of forced 
induction. Although these new naturally 
aspirated engines couldn’t quite match the 
fearsome power and torque figures of the 
monster turbocharged engines, they were 

The turbocharger was now here and a 
new era of Formula One had begun.
The rest of the field started developing 
their own turbocharged engines and 
ultimately by the mid 80’s all teams 
had made the transition from naturally 
aspirated to forced induction. This brought 
power back to a level playing field and 
Renaults advantage had been lost. The 
cost of keeping the car competitive was 
huge and financial problems at the time 
led Renault CEO Georges Besse to scale 

Nigel Mansell, Estoril, Testing 1992.

Fernando Alonso, 
British GP, 2005.

Damon Hill, Estoril, 
Williams, Testing 1996.

Fernando Alonso, 
San Marino GP, 2005.
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Our man Alan Smeaton from AS Autosport Photography snapped these 
amazing pictures of the Renault F1 car during pre-season testing in Spain 

before it had  evolved it into its final yellow colour scheme for this season.

not far behind; the big V10’s producing 
anything from 650 hp up to 950 hp in the 
decade of racing they were used in.

 Renault made a full return as a 
constructor in 2002 after the purchase 
of the Benetton Formula One team 
in March of 2000 and from here on 
became a strong force in the sport - 
From 2002 to 2011 Renault only fell out 
of the top five once (Finishing 8th in 
2008) and winning the championship 
in the 2005 and 2006 seasons. 

2006 brought on a new challenge 
when the engines were downsized to 
2.4 litres and V8 formation. This was an 
attempt to keep a lid on the increasing 
power output and outright speed of 
the cars, reducing outright power from 
900-odd hp down to around 700 hp.

In 2010, Renault sold a 75% stake 
in the team and continued once again 
as an engine supplier and at the end 
of that year Renault sold the remaining 
25% to Lotus Cars and the team 
became Lotus Renault, with Renault 
supplying engines to the team.

New regulations for 2014 brought 
turbochargers back to the sport. Due to 
advances in turbocharger technology, 
engines now had a combination of great 

power, reliability and turbocharging 
helped to tackle the ever increasing 
emissions regulations in Motorsport. 

This brings us up to December 
2015, where once again Renault were 
poised for a return to formula One after 
the purchase of the Lotus F1 Team. 
Renault developed a new 1.6 litre V6 
turbocharged engine for the new car 
and are now into their first season.

Although they are not expecting to be 
winning many trophies this year, their 
return to the sport is a welcome one. 
Not only will it bring more French fans 
to the sport, the technological advances 
that are made through Formula One will 
no doubt filter their way down to their 
road cars, the RenaultSport variants 
in particular. This alone makes this 
years F1 season one to watch! n
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TUNER & ROLLING 
ROAD DIRECTORY

Our directory has been put together to assist you in 
locating a specialist tuner and/or rolling road.

Please note many of the companies listed offer varying degrees of specialism 
from generic tuning to custom remaps and full rebuilds. 

You should contact them to discuss your individual requirements.

2

3

8
7

4

9

5

1

6

3

Spoox Motorsport LTD
Unit 11, Froanes Close, Enderby, 

Leicester LE19 4XL 
Tel: 0116 2751414 / 07790 852841 

Web : www.spoox.co.uk

Dyno > No 
Specialises > Peugeot / Citroen

4

Mike Evans Motorsport 
Shropshire Automotive Services, 

Oxon Business Park , Shelton, 
Shrewsbury  SY3 5AL 

Tel: 01743 360370

Dyno > Dastec 4x4 1500bhp 
Specialises > Tuning, Diagnostics, 

Machine Shop & Live Remapping 
Performance parts, 

6

PUG1OFF
1 Boundary Road, Buckingham Road 

Industrial Estate, Brackley, 
Northants  NN13 7ES 

Tel: 01280 701919 
Web : http://www.pug1off.com

Dyno > No 
Specialises > Peugeot / Citroen

8

RS Tuning Limited
Unit 20 Castleton Close, 
Armley, Leeds LS12 2DS 

Tel: 0113 2436444 

Dyno > Yes / 4WD Dyno Dynamics 
Specialises > Renault

2

EFi-Parts
Unit 16, Dewar Court, 

Astmoor Ind. Est. 
Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 1PT 

sales@efi-parts.co.uk

Dyno > 1000HP 2WD Superflow 
Specialises >Custom installation, 

configeration, tuning 

1

Larton Engine 
Developments 

Unit 6, Borrowdale Business Park, 
Whitegate, Morecambe, Lancs LA3 3BS

Tel: 01524 62748 
www.lartonenginedevelopments.co.uk

Specialises > Specialises – Peugeot, 
Citroen & Viezu tuning specialist.

3

LARTON
ENGINE DEVELOPMENTS

Engine Dynamics
Unit 25 Allshots Enterprises, 
Woodhouse Lane, Kelvedon, 

Essex.  CO5 9DF

Dyno > Land & Sea Dynomite  
Specialises > Renault Sports

7

ClioTurbo.co.uk    
Turbo conversion specialists 

All standalone ecu remapping 
Durham City

Info@clioturbo.co.uk 
0191 336 0021

Dyno > Superflow 
Specialises > All Renault RS models 

Adaptronic and OEM ECU

5

SJM Automotive 
Unit 6, Thomas way, Glastonbury, 

Somerset BA6 9LU 
sjmautomotiveltd@gmail.com

Dyno > Access to Dyno Dynamics  
Specialises > Cams, ecu 

mapping and installation, general 
maintenance

9
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■  IM Axle specialising in 
Peugeot and Citroen rear 
axles and suspension

■  35 years mechanical 
engineering experience

■  Offering a full axle reconditioning 
service to trade and public

■  Supplying new and 
reconditioned axles, axle 
bearings and axle bushings

■  Perfect for the enthusiast 
who wants a custom job!

■ Fitting service available
■  Lowering and suspension 

upgrades available
■  Local Pick Up Service 

and Mail Order
■ Custom axle builds
■  1 year warranty

(excludes motorsport)

S p e c i a l i s t s  i n  Pe u g e o t  a n d  C i t r o e n  R e a r  A x l e s

www.imaxle.co.uk
Tel: 01949 869600

Mobile: 07792185731/ 
07890101826 Anytime
e: info@imaxle.co.uk

  Station Yard, Harby Lane,
Stathern, Leicstershire

LE14 4HJ



T H E  U K ’ S  N o . 1  R E N A U L T ,  P E U G E O T  &  C I T R O Ë N  T U N I N G  M A G A Z I N E

w w w . p e r f o r m a n c e f r e n c h c a r s . c o . u k

Subscription only available online at: 
www.performancefrenchcars.co.uk

n CLUB & EVENT COVERAGE
n HOW TO’S n COMPETITIONS
n NEWS & PRODUCTS
n TECHNICAL GUIDES 
n FEATURE CARS

 The UK’s No.1 Renault, Peugeot & Citroën tuning magazine 
l Regular PFC Magazines through your door  l PFC self cling 20cm interior sticker

If you can’t always find a copy 
of this magazine, help is at 

hand! Complete this form and 
hand it in at your local store, 
they’ll arrange for a copy of 

each issue is reserved for you. 
Some stores may even be able 
to arrange for it to be delivered 

to your home. Just ask! 
Subject to availability

Please reserve/deliver my copy of Performance  
French Cars on a regular basis, starting with issue  .............................................................................................

Title ......................  First name ........................................................................  Surname  ...........................................

Address  ..............................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode ......................................................................  Telephone number ..............................................  

Only £20 per year (bi monthly)

Subscribe 

today and each 

magazine costs 

£2.74 + 59p P&P, 

delivered to 

your door



n FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES AND CAR PREPARATION
n ENGINE BUILDS FOR ROAD, TRACK DAY, RACE AND RALLY

n ECU RE MAPS ON PETROL AND DIESELS AVAILABLE  n DIAGNOSTIC FACILITIES
n SERVICE AND REPAIRS ON ALL MAKES AND MODELS

n ENGINE CONVERSIONS  n CUSTOM FABRICATION WORK

With over 20 years experience in many forms 
of motorsport from track days to the british 

rally championship, our commitment is to 
keep you on track. Our new spacious facility 

in Poole, Dorset allows us to complete any 
task from a standard road going car to a full 

FIA compliant race and stage rally car.

email: info@tech1performance.co.uk   web: tech1performance.co.uk
phone: 01202 622100   mobile: 07977 437409
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OVER 20 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

LARTON
ENGINE DEVELOPMENTS

P E U G E O T  &  C I T R O Ë N  S P E C I A L I S T 

Larton Engine Developments Ltd., Unit 6, Borrowdale Business Park, Whitegate, Morecambe, LANCS. LA3 3BS

Mail order
service available

www.lartonenginedevelopments.co.uk  email: andylarton@aol.com

t: 01524 62748  m: 07909 928897

Services offered include;
● Full workshop facilities and car preparation
● Engine building for road, track day, rally and race
● Cylinder head porting and polishing
●  Full range of fast road and competition camshafts and valve 

train inc solid followers supplied or installed
● Lightening and balancing crankshafts, fl ywheels and con rods
● Race bearings supplied  ● Uprated oil pumps supplied
● Cylinder block re-bores
● Forged Piston and Steel rods supplied
● Baffl ed sump kits supplied
● Throttle body kits supplied or installed
● ECU re maps on petrol and diesel models available
●  Diesel economy re mapping DTA stand alone ECU's

installed and fully mapped
● Rolling road tuning  ● Full diagnostic facilities
● Service and repairs on all models
● Small selection of performance road and rally cars for sale.

Find us on 
Facebook

NOW ANYTIME CAN BE GO-TIME. 
K&N® high-flow air filters are designed to increase
horsepower with up to 50% more airflow.
And with five-minute installation, better performance
doesn’t get much easier. Order yours online today.

KNFILTERS.COM® SUPERIOR AIRFLOW. SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE.™

EVERYONE
LOVES THAT 
FAST CAR 
SMELL.

Perf French Cars 188x130 Replacement.indd   1 06.03.15   13:00



PROFESSIONAL AUTOMOTIVE & MOTORSPORT 
ENGINE CALIBRATION SERVICES

ENGINE MANAGEMENT & CONTROL SOLUTIONS FOR: 
ROAD, RACE, RALLY, DIRT & TARMAC OVAL, DRIFT, DRAG & MORE

n 40 years experience  n Competition Race Engines, NA or Turbocharged 
n Engine Mapping & Carburettor Calibration
n World Leading Rolling Road Test Facilities - TAT Software  n Support - Sales - Service
n All Professional Level Engine Management Systems Supported; 
Omex, MBE, Life Racing, MoTec, Emerald, Pectel, Racetech & More
n Official Recommended Tuning Agents For Omex, 
MBE & Weber Carburettors  n 20 Mins From M25 Jct.29

TELEPHONE: +44 (0) 1268 77 33 77    EMAIL: INFO@ATSPEEDRACING.CO.UK  
6 SIRDAR ROAD, BROOK ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, RAYLEIGH, ESSEX, SS6 7XF

WWW.ATSPEEDRACING.CO.UK

OFFICIAL TEST 
CENTRE OF 

CATERHAM UK

RECOMMENDED 
BY WEBER

RECOMMENDED 
BY OMEX

VISIT OUR 
ONLINE SHOP

2013-14 Monoposto Formula 3 Championship 
Winners - Mapped by Atspeed Racing
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RENAULT MOTORSPORT 
PARTS SPECIALIST
Motorsport suspension and brake upgrades:
■ Adjustable wishbones  ■ Anti-roll bars kits
■ Bearing conversion kits  ■ Top mounts and strut braces
■ Wheel alignment products and shims

High quality racing exhaust 
manifolds and systems
■  All stainless, lightweight 

competition exhausts

Race engine parts
and ancillaries
■ Air-conditioning deletion kits
■ Uprated engine mounts
■ Throttle body kits
■ Clutch and fl ywheel kits
■  Performance engine packages 

and kits coming soon...

Precision gear linkage kits
Lightweight body panels 

Tel: 01841 531102
www.pure-motorsport.co.uk

enquiries@pure-motorsport.co.uk
www.facebook.com/puremotorsportuk

+44 (0) 1953 859785   I  www.specialist-components.co.uk

Plug & Play ECU system for the Clio 197/200/RS
This direct replacement engine management system for the Renault Clio 197 
or 200 RS controls all of the cars original functions.
- Correct dash instrumentation.
- Drive-by-wire throttle control and VVT via the cars original CAN-BUS 
system and the new ECU's plug-and-play wiring harness.

TThese features allow the original air conditioning, alternator, engine 
cranking and instrument cluster. The ESP warning system works in the 
original manner.

Kit includes:- D800 ECU with full map, CAN dongle, adapter harness - £1100

** Twingo kit available as above - £1100

All prices shown exclude VAT
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■ Custom stainless steel exhausts
■ Peformance parts and accessories

■ Bodystyling and resprays
on cars and motorbikes.

■ Suspension and brake upgrades.
■ Track and race prep, servicing

144b Priorswood Road,
Taunton, Somerset TA2 8DN

01823 325227 

www.sw-autos.uk   info@sw-autos.uk
WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE WE ARE 

NOW SCORPION EXHAUSTS DEALERS FOR 
ALL MAKES AND MODELS AND WILL

PRICE MATCH ANY OFFER!

GENUINE RENAULT 
PARTS AT MASSIVE 

DISCOUNTS
INCLUDING:

RENAULTSPORT CLIO 172 / 182 DEPHASER PULLEY 
ONLY £94! (SAVING YOU £89 ON RRP!)

RENAULTSPORT CLIO 172 / 182 SPARK PLUGS ONLY 
£38.99 PER SET! (SAVING YOU £23 ON RRP!)

RENAULTSPORT CLIO 172 CUP FRONT 
SHOCK ABSORBERS ONLY £39 EACH! 
(SAVING YOU £22 EACH OVER RRP!)

If you cannot see what you require please 
contact us via email at info@sw-autos.uk

Please quote PFC when ordering.





www.revitupuk.com

S P O R T S  &  P E R F O R M A N C E 
C A R  S A L E S  C O M P A N Y

W E  A L S O  B U Y  C A R S  –  C A L L  U S  O N  0 7 5 2 5  8 6 6 4 8 6

www.facebook.com/Revitupukcom

THE NORTH WEST’S 
NUMBER ONE SUPPLIER 

OF RENAULTSPORT 
CARS FOR SALE
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  The Renault Turbo Owners Club was 
established in 1993. Membership 
is benefi cial for all Renault Turbo 

Drivers from the Gordini and 
Alpine to the newest Megane 

and Twingo Turbo models.

The club offers members a place to 
discuss their cars, sharing enthusiasm 

and knowledge with like minded 
individuals. Another benefi t is the 

money saving opportunities available 
from the club’s list of contacts offering 

discounted prices on parts and services.

We arrange a broad spectrum of events 
to appeal to everyone. For more details check 

out the events section of the website. Also, 
Club Members and Area Representatives 

organise meetings in your area - these are 
an excellent opportunity to get together 

for a chat and share some stories.

Tel: 07969 124504
email: sjmautomoti veltd@gmail.com
Unit 6, Thomas way, Glastonbury, Somerset BA6 9LU

Routi ne maintenance 
from £135
Engine builds
Remapping from £165
Performance upgrades 
from £399
Handling packages
from £199
Timing belt changes 
from £295
Camshaft  installati on 
from £699

SERVICES:
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BRENTACRE
SPECIALIST INSURANCE

BRENTACRE INSURANCE SERVICES LIMITED ARE  REGISTERED IN ENGLAND  AND WALES AT CAMBRIAN HOUSE, CAMBRIAN PLACE, SWANSEA, SA1 1RH WITH COMPANIES HOUSE NO. 02081054  
AND ARE AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY - NUMBER: 307060. PHOTO COPYRIGHT AND USED WITH PERMISSION FROM OLLY WILKES.

WWW.BRENTACRE.CO.UK
01792 650 933

A FAMILY RUN INSURANCE BROKER 

FULL OF PETROL-HEADS WHO WILL 

TAILOR THE RIGHT MODIFIED POLICY

FOR YOU AT THE CHEAPEST PRICE.

AGREED VALUES AVAILABLE

LEGAL AND KEY COVER

SPECIALIST CLUB DISCOUNTS

LIMITED MILEAGE DISCOUNTS

FREE TO UPDATE MODIFICATIONS

KEY FEATURES

MODIFIED CAR INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

INCLUDING FWD & JAP DRAG SERIES   SOUND OFF COMPETITION   RUN WHAT YA BRUNG
AUTOGLYM SHOW & SHINE   FLAME OUT & BURN OUT   WEEKEND CAMPING inc CLUB PITCHES   AND MORE

*Advance ticket prices available until Fri 29th July – standard price thereafter. Kids under 13 go free (3 per paying adult). See website for full terms & 
conditions on entry. Camping included for ‘multi-day’ ticket holders, free parking with all tickets. No pets, glass bottles or unlicensed vehicles on site.

Santa Pod Raceway, Airfield Rd, Podington, Wellingborough, Northants, NN29 7XA. Jct 14 & 15, M1.

THE LARGESTLOUDEST
HOTTEST &FASTEST CAR FESTIVAL

IN EUROPE

Or book online at www.ULTIMATESTREETCAR.com

5-7TH AUGUST 2016
SANTA POD RACEWAY just £60

WeekendTickets

from
 (*booking fee applies)

For Tickets & Info Call 01234 782828

ULTIMATE STREET CAR

CHIPMUNK

Santa Pod USC 2016 Advert (188x130mm).indd   1 09/05/2016   11:39



Live Track Action   |   Trade Stands   |   Concours   |   Show & Shine

Prescott
Join the Peugeot Sport Club UK 

for the Annual Convention at 

Sunday10th July 2016

Opening Times: 
• 7.30am members 
• 9.00am non members

Prescott Hill
GL52 9RD

www.pscuk.net
go to:Tobook

Tickets available on the 
gate £11.    
Under 16s free.

Advance bookings:  
•  Member £8 
•  Invited club £11
•  Non-member £11 
•  Non-member entrance  
 and camping £20
•  Member entrance and  
 camping £15 
•  Hill run £7

The glorious Prescott Hill will once again host 
the largest all Peugeot gathering in the UK for 
2016. Be sure to be there with all your friends 
to see the hillclimb action plus some of the best concours cars in the country.

Hillclimb

www.pugfest.co.uk
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■  We specialise in new & used parts 
for all RenaultSport Clio models, 
including 197 & 200s.

■  Hundreds of parts in stock, most 
with free next day delivery.

■  All items are quality checked.

■  We also stock a huge range
of new & part worn
race & rally tyres.

Tel: 01228 672084
www.als-performance.com

 www.facebook.com/alsperformance
 @ALSPerformance

44 PARKHILL ROAD, KINGSTOWN, CARLISLE, CUMBRIA, CA3 0EX

Performance Parts

Our dedicated team have over 75 
years Renault experience in the 

parts trade, call us for advice on

0844 770 0837

For all your Renault 
parts requirements

■ Genuine Renault parts & accessories
■  Service kits ■ Motrio Parts

■ For all Renault makes and models!



We have a huge selection of hard to find Genuine Peugeot parts for 
207, 306, 307, 405, 406, 407and 4007 models.

Lots of 206 GTI parts in stock and at unbelievable prices

Just let us know what you need and we will help you find it!

John Harrison, Lowdham,  Peugeot, LTD. 
Southwell Road, Lowdham, Nottingham, NG147DS

01159664112 or bookings@johnharrisongroup.co.uk

£60,000 of stock - MUST GO!
Brand new obsolete 

body panels 
and glass stock

Brake discs
from
£30

Radiators
from
£60

Air Filters
From 

£3

Genuine Peugeot Parts Sale!
Make the most of the unbelievable

below-cost-price sales!



i n c r e a s e d  p o w e r
l i g h t w e i g h t 
c u s t o m  d e s i g n  

RENAULT CLIO 182 2.0 16V CUP & TROPHY MODELS 
LIGHTWEIGHT STAINLESS STEEL PERFORMANCE EXHAUST 

WWW.RS192.CO.UK

LIGHTWEIGHT PERFORMANCE EXHAUST

NEW WEBSITE

FOR RENAULT MEGANE R26 225/230 

NEW WEBSITE WWW.RS240.CO.UK

10%

AVAILABLE
NOW

OFF ALL EXHAUST 
SYSTEMS 

DISCOUNT CODE: PFC102015

i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e  t a i l  p i p e s 
i n c r e a s e d  p o w e r  a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e 
l i f e t i m e  g u a r a n t e e 

VALID UNTIL 25th APRIL 2015



CAN’T FIND PFC? PFC IS ONLY AVAILABLE 
AT WH SMITHS, SELECTED BRANCHES 
OF MCCOLLS AND BY SUBSCRIPTION AT 
WWW.PERFORMANCEFRECHCARS.CO.UK

SEP/OCT ISSUE ON SALE 
28/07/16

25 YEARS OF THE CLIO!
A CELEBRATORY ISSUE OF THE MAGAZINE LOOKING AT THE HISTORY ON AND OFF THE TRACK OF 
THE RENAULT CLIO WHICH HAS NOW BEEN ON SALE IN THE UK FOR A QUARTER OF A CENTURY!

PLUS: FRENCH CAR SHOW REPORT AND WE GET OUT AND ABOUT 
WITH MORE FRENCH CAR CLUBS AROUND THE COUNTRY.

*The contents of next month’s PFC may be subject to change

N E X T  I S S U E





KW automotive UK Ltd 
Phone: 0870 990 7536 
Fax: 0845 021 2548
eMail: info@KWautomotive.co.uk 

FOR EVERY DEMAND THE PERFECT SUSPENSION.

www.KWautomotive.co.uk

“If you want to finish on first place, 
you need KW inside. 

KW just works and never lets me down.”

KW clubspor t

BECAUSE WE DON‘T DRIVE
     JUST ANY CAR 
        EITHER

MARC KEMP
“Time Attack“ driver

KW-AZ-210x297_Musterseiten_UK.indd   1 16.05.13   09:41


