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I�m not what you�d call a learned man.

How that got me to where I am today I can only credit to hard work. 

I imagine that a similar amount of determination is required to charge 

The 

Coliseum

The Coach

Baker�s Dozen 

A Slice of Phi 

so we took a closer look.

Lost Across Africa

The Life Aquatic

Read Tour De Cape

INSPIRED
BY PEOPLE

Waimea Bay didn’t make Twiggy’s list of 

13 ultimate waves, but this ride during the 

Eddie will live long in his memory. ©COOTS
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S H A R I N G  T H E  S T O K E
I get the Zag in the mail, and as I open it 

I get taken back to a crisp May morning 

with a dropping tide pushing against an 

straight offshore west wind � paddling 

out with my pals, all of us skipping out on 

Economics classes at Natal University and 

living our dreams in those long tubes at the 

Bay of Plenty.

The magazine is greatly, greatly 

appreciated and issue 40.2 was excellent: 

the Max Wetteland story by my old pal Pat 

Flanagan was sweet. I was also stoked to 

read of the new school SA boys charging in 

Hawaii, and the young guys and girls living 

their dreams in and out of competition.

I also noticed there was a change in 

editor. Some great guys have blazed a 

trail and now the torch to carry the stoke 

forward has been handed over. Good luck 

with it, Ed, you are carrying a lot of spirit 

and heritage on your shoulders. Keep it 

real, keep it South African, and keep the 

carve pure.

Shaun Tomson, California

- Stoking out our readers is like winning 

gold for Zag, so thanks for the message � 

it gives us a taste of what winning is like. 

Cheers for the inspiration too, Champ. Shot 

for teaching us how to make impossible 

tubes possible. That ride you shared with 

MR at Off The Wall comes to mind often. 

S T O R Y  T I M E
I really enjoyed the article on Max 

Armstrong in issue 40.2. Well written.

Gerhard Maritz, Cape Town

W A V E  S I N N E R

corrupts the soul. I began realizing this in 

February, when Durban cooked for about a 

week straight during a little cyclone action. 

the crowds got a bit dilly. After a few days 

everyone was getting shacked silly, but 

apart from the New Pier elite, owes were 

also getting properly burned. 

I got dropped in on plenty, and after a 

while out of frustration I thought stuff 

it, and started to burn owes too. I was 

convinced that I simply would not get 

decent waves unless I did!

me earlier, but after a few days of gurgling 

barrels you get greedy. I started to fade 

owes who had not even dropped in on me 

immediate and short-lived stoke. So after 

the froth wore off and last barrel spattered 

itself into the onshore, incredulity, guilt 

and self-loathing replaced the high. I do 

not think I am alone. I am sure everyone 

who regularly surfs good crowded lineups 

has tasted the dark side. Some have even 

become Sith Lords. I started down that 

slippery slope over that last swell, and have 

I have since started paying it forward in less 

tempting waves. 

Cheers from a regretful sinner. 

Burning Man, Durban

- We�ve all been guilty of transgressions in 

the lineup, but good on you for feeling bad 

about it. Many don�t, which is kak!

R E E F  B R E A K
Just got the last issue (40.3). What a sick 

cover shot of Spex!

By the way, you ran an in-depth article on 

Kalk Bay in the issue prior (Reef People, 

Zigzag 40.2) that highlighted some of the 

injuries sustained at The Reef, but forgot to 

mention my broken neck.

It was a big swell on 29 December 1996, 

and three of us got smashed that fateful 

day: Paul Bottomley broke some ribs, 

some other guy damaged his coccyx, and I 

spent a month in the special spinal unit at 

Conradie and had a bone graft fusion. I had 

an out-of-body near death experience. It 

was life changing. 

Anyways, Keep up the good work.

Hugh Ingpen, Cape Town

- The author of the article, Brian Hope, 

spoke to a long list of locals while 

researching the story. They must have 

chosen to forget your heavy experience 

� for their own piece of mind, no doubt. 

Hectic one! Here�s a hamper... 

W I N N I N G  L E T T E R 
S C O R E S  A  Q U I K S I LV E R 
H A M P E R 
LETTERS MAY BE EDITED 

FOR BREVITY / CLARITY.

D R O P  T H E  Z A G  A  L I N E  O N  L E T T E R S @ Z I G Z A G . C O . Z A 
A N D  B E  H E A R D

Max Armstrong, busting out in the deep south. ©TOME

MR and Shaun, sharing 

at Off the Wall in ‘77.
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MATT WILKINSON

LAMBERTS BAY, JULY 2015
PHOTO BY: STU GIBSON

Whapow! And repeat...

What were the odds of Matt Wilkinson 

events of the 2016 Dream Tour season and 

opening up a big early lead?

We know better than to gamble, but 

whoever did place a bet on that happening 

would�ve been smiling all the way to the 

bank. His coach, Glen Hall too � who has 

clearly been earning his cut of the winnings.  

surprise really, as Wilko�s backhand is 

one we�ve long admired. It�s the focus and 

professionalism that Matt has shown that 

has caught everyone by suprise � even his 

fellow competitors, who had no answer 

to the Australian�s dominant displays at 

Snapper and Bells.

Until now, Wilko hasn�t been a major 

challenger in the race for a world title � 

often showing the skills but not the focus 

and strategy to battle it out at the top of the 

rankings. But that has all changed suddenly 

and now he is wearing the yellow jersey.

So what happened? Is it what his coach 

�Micro� has been telling him? Did he have 

an epiphany perhaps? Maybe it was this 

exact moment up the weskus, as he blasted 

thought to himself, �I can do this!� 

That�s just speculation, of course. But 

there�s no denying that it�s an epic moment 

from Wilko�s extended stay in South Africa 

following last year�s J-Bay Open.

Look out for similar backhand and forehand 

Classic � a WQS1000-rated international 

event � takes place at Lamberts Bay from 

14 - 15 May.
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PLASTIC BEACH
…IS NOT JUST A GORILLAZ ALBUM. IT’S ALSO A CRISIS.

By Robyn Perros
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P
LASTICS ARE MUCH LIKE SURFERS.

THE PLAGUE

Science

MICRO-PLASTICS – WHAT YOU CAN’T SEE 

MIGHT HURT YOU

WHY IS THERE SO MUCH PLASTIC IN 

DURBAN’S OCEAN?

(left) Blue Lagoon, Durban, Wednesday, 14 January 2016.  

(this image) Trevor Naidoo, trying his luck at Lugs. © PERROS

Dr Yusuf Dadoo Street; filthy! © PERROS
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infrastructure or service delivery exists. 

�These are issues connected to our past 

as a society that concentrated more 

on certain communities and excluded 

others,� says Paolo Candotti, Chairperson 

and Kloof Conservancy. �This is a serious 

societal issue compounded by the rapid 

urbanization, poverty, a consumerist 

society, a dilemma over priorities and 

continued Condotti, putting a portion of 

Durban�s plastic crisis in context.

BANNING PLASTIC

In South Africa you�ll pay up to 36c - 44c 

for a plastic shopping bag and according to 

government statistics, less than 5 percent 

of these bags are being recycled since 

hit South Africa and Kauai surfer Bethany 

Hamilton lost her arm to a shark. Bethany 

deterred most consumers from buying 

bags on every shopping trip. Most of these 

But some countries have gone as far 

as to make bans on plastic part of their 

and more recently in January this year, 

nearby Mauritius made the same move. If 

can successfully implement such 

surely South Africa and other countries 

can too?

ALTERNATIVES TO PLASTIC

plastic. There are no simple, perfect 

plants. In Berlin, at The Original Unverpackt, 

no plastic.  In South Africa, the Eco-Brick 

bottles to build schools around the country. 

through garbage bins as a form of livelihood 

plastic taken to the recycling depots. 

The alternatives out there are vast, 

creative and doable � but the collective 

place for those pursuing alternatives is just 

a tiny drop in the dirty ocean.

LEAVE NO TRACE

Although regular beach clean-ups at 

Blue Lagoon are needed, noble acts that 

local organizations and individuals have 

voluntarily taken on � ultimately it�s our 

that needs the biggest clean up. �Everyone 

needs to become an environmentalist and 

a critical consumer,� says Margaret Burger, 

spokesperson of the Umngeni Estuary 

Many of us recognize the devastating 

effects of ocean pollution (if not, just 

of their impact on the environment. �After 

Beach Clean Up. 

Today, �leaving no trace� is more a fallacy 

than ever before. So perhaps the least 

comfortable habits and take on these 

forced to surf in hazmat suits or are sharing 

to sting.

Plastic bags have been banned in Mauritius, but getting barrelled hasn’t.

Brandon Jackson puts his hands up for the right reasons at One Eyes. © EWING

TODAY, ‘LEAVING NO 

TRACE’ IS MORE A 

FALLACY THAN EVER 

BEFORE. SO PERHAPS 

THE LEAST WE CAN DO

IS TRY TO LEAVE A 

POSITIVE ONE

Durban’s Golden Plastic Mile. © PERROS
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Marshall Boulton left Durban�s shores 

six years ago to work as a surf guide in 

the exclusive Nihiwatu Resort on the island 

Green Iguana).

it � showing Aussie pros Asher Pacey 

the channel.

approached and Marsh took off straight 

into the tube. That�s when shit hit the fan � 

brand new board buckled beneath his feet 

nose of his sled up and into his neck and 

jaw as he fell forward. After being rag-dolled 

with a broken stick.

where they inspected the crater and applied 

a tourniquet. After hours of driving on 

and Marsh was on his way.

sewed up his neck. The doc closed the 

was lucky his tongue had stopped the nose 

which could have been fatal.

Zag wishes Marsh a speedy recovery and 

CLOSE SHAVE AT OCCY’S LEFT
MARSHALL BOULTON SPEARED IN REMOTE INDONESIA

(left) Marshall was hoping for a good start to 

the season on Nihiwatu.

(above) Marsh en route to the airport; 

tourniquet, ice and fiancée, Marie Gervais.

World Surf League will be 

the epic O�Neill Coldwater Classic event 

that took place in 2009.

Big Bay in Bloubergstrand will be the 

venues for the WQS1000-rated events 

taking place in May.

First up is the Cape Town Pro presented by 

Quiksilver

a week later with the Vans Pro Surf Classic 

at Yoyo�s between 14 - 15 May. Although a 

expecting the action to be top class.

INCOMING... WSL HEADING TO CAPE TOWN

Charl de Waal smashing it at Yoyo’s. © OOSTHUIZEN

Lucky it was only a flesh wound!

© TANIA’S MAGIC TRAVELS
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Living a full life isn�t just all about barrels, hammocks and pina coladas. 

To be truly courageous, you must experience fear. To make real friends, 

you need to know real loneliness. To know money, you must be broke. 

Zigzag caught up with a guy who�s been there and back. And back again.

BUGS   

HEATHCOTE

WIT
H:

Bugs, banging out another hit in the pit at Bingin. © GATCKE

BY: AMI KAPILEVICH
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Westerners come to Bali, 
walk past a place playing 
Gamelan [Balinese] music, 
and say, ‘I don’t like it’.
But that’s only because 
they don’t understand it

�Listen Bugs, I don�t know 

what you did or why, but 

you better watch your step. 

Word on the street is that 

there�s someone after you. 

And he means business.�
Ryan �Bugs� Heathcote put down the 

phone and took a deep breath. The guy on 

the other end was Lance Morris. Everyone 

in Bali knows and respects Lance Morris, 

even the Laskar Bali gang. Sometimes 

the Laskar indulge a few white guys as 

peripheral members or allies of the gang. 

Even if it�s just to send a message like the 

one that Lance was passing onto Bugs.

And the message was clear. Don�t fuck 

with the Laskar. They run this island.

Bali is a small place in a Third World 

country. There may not be that much in 

terms of formal regulations or bureaucracy. 

But that means that a, shall we say, 

informal system is created to keep things 

under control. Gangs are a powerful cog of 

that machine. And the growth of the island 

from relative obscurity to being arguably 

the busiest surf holiday destination in the 

Australia) has meant that the locals have 

one occasion.

Bugs had reached a critical point of his 

stay in Bali. He�d been there for a couple 

of years. He was no longer a tourist. He 

to fellow students and travellers was a 

well kept secrets. He�d give lessons on Kuta 

Beach and, if the student was good enough, 

at Bingin � where beginners could get in 

the water but not be in the way.

But the moment money changes hands, 

the locals take notice. You can�t just grab 

a board and start giving lessons. There 

are unspoken rules that must be obeyed. 

Hierarchies to be negotiated. Clandestine 

Once, Bugs was giving a lesson at Kuta 

Beach one day when a coconut whizzed 

a group of thugs were approaching him 

with sticks. He grabbed his longboard, 

Jammin’ in Lombok. © GATCKE
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paddled into the water and �caught about 10 lefts 

in a row� to get away from the gang. His student 

found him later and handed over the gear he�d 

left behind.

�I got punched quite a lot,� says Bugs.

It was a generally kak time. Funds were ebbing. 

His passport had been stolen. He had an abscess 

in his tooth that made the side of his face feel 

like someone poured merthiolate on a fresh 

roastie. His dad had also passed away around 

that time. And now to top it all off he was on some 

underground Balinese shitlist. 

This was one of those moments in life where 

you just have to stop and take stock. Bugs knew 

instinctively what he had to do. He�d been in these 

types of situations before. And Bugs had a knack 

for getting himself out of a tight spot, for riding out 

the bad karma like a gnarly wipeout: stay calm, 

take the beating, and wait for the universe to let 

you come up for air.

What he didn�t know was that the darkness was 

really a tunnel to an adventure of a lifetime.

REWIRING THE BRAIN

The last time Bugs was in trouble was in the 

months leading up to his arrival in Bali. He�d been 

living off apple crumble and hanging out with a 

crazy bunch of male models in Cape Town. You 

know the type: windfalls of cash being spent on all 

the wrong things in all the wrong places. 

Bugs was on this bad path when he received 

news that his application to participate in a 

cultural exchange programme at the Bali Purnati 

Center for the Arts had been successful. �It 

literally could not have come at a better time,� 

says Bugs. �I felt like I�d won the lottery.�

When he landed in Bali, having spent his last 

cents at the airport, the programme drove him 

straight from the airport to the Arts Centre�s 

campus and given him two months� pocket money, 

straight up. Imagine that. You�re broke; you�ve just 

do is give you money! 

Overheads were low; he lived and ate on 

campus. And he chose to study music, of course. 

music is his biggest passion. He�s a talented 

singer-songwriter. But traditional Indonesian music 

is a far cry from his punk rocker roots.

�It was cool to learn new things,� says Bugs. �I 

had to rewire my Western brain. The rhythms of 

the East are completely different to what we�re 

used to. You have to switch off, forget everything 

you know, and go with it. Westerners come to Bali, 

walk past a place playing Gamelan [Balinese] 

music, and say, �I don�t like it� but that�s only 

because they don�t understand it. It�s one of the 

most complex music styles in the world.�

Bugs threw himself into the music studies, and 

that the island is famous for. He was reserved, 

and spent most of his time absorbing as much 

Balinese culture as he could. 

The teachers at the Arts Centre were some 

of the best Gamelan players in the world. They 

were famous in Indonesia, but that meant that 

they were also in high demand, very busy and 

frequently absent from classes. Bugs moved out 

of campus and into a house with some other 

students. His trips to Uluwatu and other spots on 

the island increased. And that�s when he started 

teaching other students and travellers to surf. 

Which is when the trouble began.

THE ZULUWATU CREW

The message from Lance Morris regarding a 

bounty over Bugs� head may have been a warning 

from the Laskar gang or it could have been from 

another group of nasties altogether. Either way, 

the message was clear. Bugs cooled off on the 

surf lessons, and focussed on his original passion: 

the music. 

He revived his band, The Naked Sealife, and 

became friends with Lance and the rest of the 

crew that ran the Nomad Surf Resort in Keramas. 

They were mostly South Africans: Lance Morris, 

Jake Oberholzer � the general manager of the 

resort, Shawn Dennis, Marshall Boulton, Adin 

Jeenes and Tyde Gatcke. 

in Bugs, and Bugs saw a group of like-minded 

compatriots with whom he could chill � and surf 

The Zuluwatu crew, off to get barrelled again. © GATCKE
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� in relative safety. They became known 

as the �Zuluwatu� crew: a little bit of South 

Africa in Bali, and a more stoked clan of 

The crew made regular missions to 

Lombok and Sumbawa (where Nomad also 

had a resort), but it was on a fateful trip to 

HT�s during the famous �Swell of the Decade� 

that the Zuluwatu crew scored the waves 

that would forge friendships and reputations 

forever.

�Oh man, we had some insane sessions 

during that trip,� grins Bugs. �It was 

unbelievable. We broke all our boards.�

If Bugs was an itinerant, peripheral member 

of the Zuluwatus before then, he became an 

integral and respected member of the clan 

afterwards. Bugs gained a reputation for 

charging hard and taking off deep.

But always with a smile on his face.

And sometimes, bizarrely, with a guitar

in his hands.

There�s no sane way to put this: Bugs 

sometimes surfs while strumming a guitar. 

But it�s more than just a peculiar trademark. 

It has turned into a creative concept that he 

wants to develop in future projects. Because 

there�s a deeper level to it.

�My dad had a record called Hooked on 

Guitar when I was a kid,� says Bugs. �The 

the connection was sort of planted then. 

Point a lot and the vibe in the lineup was 

pretty aggressive. There were some greedy 

guys out there. You know how it can get. So 

one day I paddled out with the guitar � for 

shits and giggles � and it kind of stuck.�

It did more than just stick. Johnnie Walker 

picked up on the stunt and Bugs found 

himself in an advert for the brand. �I didn�t 

get much cash,� says Bugs. �But I was 

getting paid to surf Desert Point a lot.�

Bugs is a magnet for cameras. When he 

lived in Cape Town he had a brief career 

in movies, commercials and music videos. 

He played a soldier in a German war movie 

called Congo. �For some reason I always 

played either soldiers or monsters,� says 

feed consists of pics and videos of him that 

other people post on his own timeline.

It�s a gift.

TROPO AND THE  

NAKED SEALIFE
Bugs got his nickname from his buck teeth 

as a youngster. He grew up in East London, 

Robert Heathcote, and revelling in the 

carefree lifestyle that characterizes South 

Africa�s east coast. 

�East London never changes,� says Bugs, 

�so it�s easy to slip back into it. You sort of 

gravitate here, to this place. It grounds you. 

To live in such a small town means that you 

need to be super-grounded. It�s not a good 

idea to make enemies in East London. You�ll 

be seeing those same people everywhere, 

ten times a day.�

in his youth, but he did not take well to the 

competitive element. He�s just not that type 

of surfer. �I would just spazz out, mentally,� 

he laughs. 

At the age of 14 Bugs started a heavy 

rock band called Munk. By the time he was 

There’s no sane 
way to put this: 

Bugs sometimes 
surfs while 
strumming

a guitar

2 8
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16, Munk had developed into a punk band 

venues all over South Africa. Soon they were 

Nude Girls. 

Almost 20 years later it would be music 

Cape Town to the Mecca of surf culture.

The Naked Sea Life is a band that 

fruition (as Tropo and The Naked Sealife) 

for the state of mind of someone who loses 

paradise, where you lose your Western 

in South Africa, where the politics alone can 

drive you insane.�

sense the nature of the project is very much 

the members are scattered all over the 

collaborate across continents.

to touch base with family and friends, and 

I�m past all that. It makes me even more 

in the Mentawais, where he plans to create 

process. So if we can take people there, 

inside the wave, inside that other dimension, 

the music in and somehow makes it more 

the rainbow.�

Living the dream at Desert Point. © FRIEDEN
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Tour de 
When the World Tour came to
the Mother City (1984 - ’88)
As the International Professional 

Suring (IPS) circuit that had 

crowned the world suring 

champions since 1976 was 

supplanted by the Association of 

Suring Professionals (ASP) world 

tour under the stewardship of Ian 

Cairns in 1983, Cape Town burst 

onto the international suring 

scene for ive years with a series of 

rated events featuring the world’s 

best surfers and showcasing the 

abundance of quality surf on the 

most south-westerly point of the 

African continent.

Brad Gerlach’s expression says it all. ‘Old guy’

Shaun Tomson beat the Californian by a narrow

margin in the final of the 1986 Spur Surfabout.
© MORTON

By: Paul Botha

3 2
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(main) Large crowds at Big Bay for the 1987 Surfabout. © MORTON
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the Good Hope Centre. An epic evening 

ensued with Cape Minstrels adding a 

others� shirts off and generally causing 

weather he had ever experienced.

leave us?�

country�s Apartheid policies. This incensed 

shown no interest in politics during his 

days of classic conditions and consistent 

The next three days were held in idyllic 

the Good Hope Centre. An epic evening 

ensued with Cape Minstrels adding a 
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When organisers 
saw the huge glassy 
walls detonating 
on the Outer reef 
and peeling down 
the point, the 
decision to move 
was instantaneous, 
and Occy famously 
planted a kiss on 
my forehead before 
heading out!

an uninterrupted view of the action, and 

the dunes providing an amphitheatre for 

thousands of spectators. By the Saturday it 

each side of the venue, and the scene was 

advanced to the semis. 

and the circus headed south. 

down the point the decision to move was 

Consistent 10 foot waves and much 

the awesome conditions.

overcame Burn. A 15 man �Super Session� 

Paarman the standouts.

for any event outside of Hawaii, and the 

Spur decided to approach the SA 

the event coordinator.

American teenager David Eggars and 45 

Long Beach jam-packed with spectators for the final day

of the 1986 Surfabout won by Shaun Tomson. © MORTON

(left) Good call! The final day of the 1985 Spur Surfabout was 

held in cooking waves at Outer Kom - © MORTON, after Occy 

(above) had begged organisers to run it there. © MAARTENS
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(above) Scott Farnsworth (USA) impressed while free-surfing

but couldn’t put it together during his heats at the ‘87 Surfabout.

(below) Clean lines at Tableview before the event got underway. © MORTON

When he defeated Brad Gerlach in the final of the ‘87 Spur Surfabout 

at Long Beach aged 31, Shaun Tomson became the oldest competitor 

ever to win an internationally-rated event at the time. © MORTON

r 

Tomson, with both competitors posting four 

good scores. The eagerly awaited result, 

announced from the roof of the toilet block, 

saw two judges call the result a draw, one 

gave it to Gerlach and the other to Tomson, 

with Tomson becoming the oldest winner of 

an ASP event!

The customary awards function was 

where the assembled throng cut loose 

another Artes award for his excellent doccie 

recording the event for posterity.

After bailing my job in the computer 

industry after the event, I became the 

promoter, creating Surfabout Promotions 

CC and registered the word �Surfabout� as 

a trademark. Terse negotiations with Spur 

eventually led to the franchise accepting the 

became the tongue twisting Spur Steak 

Ranch International Wildcard Challenge. 

(SASS), it was won by Peter Lawson who 



During quiet freesurfs away from the contest crowd, 

the international competitors were given a sweet 

taste of what Cape Town had to offer.  © MORTON
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Stop 1.  BALLITO, KZN
22nd - 25th June

Stop2. SEAL POINT, EC
30th September - 2nd October

3A PST RATED

U/16 BOYS & GIRLS

U/14 BOYS & GIRLS

U/12 BOYS 

MEN’S JP 1,000

WOMEN’s JP 1,000



13 
ULTIMATE 
SPOTS 
ACCORDING 
TO 
TWIGGY
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Twig on a groundshaker at the Mexican Pipeline. © DeROULET
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A
ri was one of these characters 

– an Aussie traveller who had 

been a part of the pioneering 

crew in Indonesia, and his 

stories were the ones that got me going.

I WAS FORTUNATE TO GROW UP AT MY AUNT CHERON’S 

HOUSE IN J-BAY. THERE I WAS INTRODUCED TO AN 

ECLECTIC GROUP OF PEOPLE FROM A YOUNG AGE, WHO 

INSTILLED IN ME THAT A SENSE OF ADVENTURE WAS 

PARAMOUNT IN ORDER TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE 

GIFT OF SURFING. 

© AVG

(above) Drenched, deep in Madagascar. © AVG.

(this image) Stacked lines from Boneyards to 

the Point, Jeffreys Bay. © AVG
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PUERTO ESCONDIDO
(previous spread)

The beach break that sets the standard for 

all others. My first trip there was in 1992, 

and I�ve gone back almost every year 

since. Now days it�s a little crowded, but 

when it gets a bit bigger and the ground 

starts shaking you can still get a few 

bombs to yourself.

BAWA (right)

Still the best wave I have ever surfed, and 

unlike any other wave in Indonesia � an open 

face take-off that gives you room for two big 

arcs, which sets you up for a bowl section 

with the biggest, most perfect, 10 second 

barrels you have ever seen. I would go and 

camp on the island for two-to-six weeks at a 

time through the 90�s, and just get barrelled 

with no one around! It was destroyed by the 

Boxing Day earthquake in 2004, so I�ve never 

been back.

J-BAY(left)

Still the benchmark for any right hand point I 

stumble upon, J-Bay has it all. Fast down the 

line speed, fun rippable sections, and insane 

high speed barrels make this the world�s 

best wave. With family on the point and 

guys I consider some of my closest friends 

as locals, it�s a special wave for me on a 

personal level.

AL’S (below)

Andrew Lange and I spent many months 

over the last 10 years on the west coast of 

South Africa with photographer Ant Fox. And 

when Rooster saw this wave in the distance 

from a dirt road we where struggling along, 

we knew we had found something special. 

A legitimate paddle slab that dishes out big, 

thick, perfect barrels.

Bernardo Miranda inside a Bawa bowl. © CALLAHAN

©
 F

O
X
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TWIG ISLAND (right)
One of hundreds of right-hand river mouth 

point breaks on the east coast of Madagascar. 

Twig Island is my own piece of paradise. I 

bought the land on the point and built a small 

camp there with a tree house. I like to hang 

out there when I want to surf alone and live 

the ultimate surf adventure dream. It�s way 

off the charts and almost impossible to get to, 

insanely sharky, with crocodiles patrolling the 

river, which makes every move a full mission. 

It gives me the illusion of being a pioneer 

adventurer in this crazy modern world.

FLAMEBALLS (below)
I wasn�t on the trip that discovered this wave, 

but when John, Jamie and Flame came 

back from Madagascar with wild stories of 

discovery, I just had to go. What started was a 

country. It�s like having Indo in the 70�s on 

your doorstep, such a blessing. 

Flameballs lining up for Shane Sykes  © EWING
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Twig Island – like a slice of Indo in the ‘70s. © AVG
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DONKEY BAY (right)

The rumours about this wave started long 

trip there, they just chose not to mention 

ultimate surf discovery that still blows my 

THE SECRET (below)

After what happened at Donkey Bay with the 

though we tried to lie, steal and cheat about 

as Donkey Bay everywhere in Africa with no 

one around, if you decide not to be one of 

DUNGEONS (below right)

This is where I learned to surf bigger waves, 

and I�m proud to have been part of the 

have dedicated most big swells for the last 15 

had the competitive success I�ve had without 

up around the country to take my focus off 

Dungeons, but it�s still the benchmark for big 

Twiggy, avoiding the crowds somewhere quiet and cooking. © FOX
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MENAKOZ
The Basque country is amazing. The people, food, architecture and waves are second to 

none, and I love going there and hanging out for extended periods. Menakoz is the crown 

jewel of waves in the area. It�s a beautiful Sunset beach-type wave that keeps me on my 

big wave toes.
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© MARTINEZ
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HITCHCOCKS (Left)

Greg Long is my alter ego from the USA and 

we have travelled extensively together for 

many years, so when he suggested we go and 

look at this wave somewhere in Baja I jumped 

at the chance. It had never been surfed but 

showed great potential. It turned out to be 

one of the best big waves I have ever seen, 

and we try to go back at least once a year 

when I�m over there.

NORTH BEACH (Right)

Home is where the heart is, and when 

challenging and perfect barrel anywhere. It�s 

a world class beach break that can hold its 

own among the best in the world. It�s where 

I learned to surf and still love to surf at any 

size or shape. There�s a fun wave there 300 

days a year.

JAWS (Below Right)

What can we say about this wave?! For one 

thing it�s exactly how it looks � a 25 foot 

perfect peak that tapers down into an epic 

15 foot barrel that twists and turns its way 

island of Maui. It�s every surfers dream.

Or is it? One man�s paradise as they say.

Greg Long (left) and Twiggy (below), two of the best 

in gigantic, barrelling waves. © STACEY & SERVAIS

© PATTERSON
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W  
hen Graham Hynes chats about the surfers he has 

coached, you can almost see all the memories 

swimming in his eyes. He seems to cherish the 

moments wholeheartedly. Graham possesses a gentle kind of 

but in the other aspects of his life as well. It just kind of 

emanates from his being. He will never turn a surfer away 

who wanders over for advice, regardless of where they sit on 

the spectrum from kook to pro. I have been fortunate enough 

to have found a spot under his wing for more than six years 

quickly became more than a coach and more like a loving 

grandfather in my life � and I�m certainly not the only one. 

When things go bad, he often quips: �Oh well, at least nobody 

died!� Hynsie is the kind of person who leads by example: he 

rises each morning with the sun, jumps into a cold shower and 

odd jobs and favours for his community of friends. When I won 

my second SA title, Hynsie shed tears of joy. And when I have 

lost heats, he has felt my disappointment as his own.

South African surfer from the past four decades, and they�ll 

tell you that they learned a thing or two from Coach Hynsie � 

and not just competitively, but on a personal level as well.

A long list of South Africa’s greatest 

competitive surfing achievements can

be traced back to Graham Hynes.

THE
COACH

by Gina Smith
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�When a pillar of example stumbles into 

one�s life, especially when there is a lack 

in standard � a father, or mother � we, as 

the youth, start to glance in the direction of 

anyone whose character we feel is worthy 

of following,� says Bianca Buitendag of her 

long-time mentor. �Graham Hynes has been 

that pillar to me personally. Apart from 

the hours of wisdom and encouragement 

he has invested into my career, it is the 

disposition and integrity of the man 

standing just before the shoreline that has 

inspired me beyond measure. Learning 

from Hynsie has enriched my personhood 

to a much greater depth than it has any 

performance in the water.�

deep for Bianca.

�I am sure that God put me on this earth 

for one reason, and has given me the gift of 

coaching,� Graham tells me over a cup of 

to my eyes. It has been the most fantastic 

journey. Every morning of my life I still 

thank him, and ask that he please keep me 

physically and mentally strong so that I may 

carry on coaching.�

His prayers must be working. At 87 years 

by a legend, phenomenal surfers whose 

moves and acumen in the water push 

a new level, that others will try to emulate 

and surpass. What then of the coaching 

Born in 1929 in Port Elizabeth, Graham 

and PE � following his father Patrick, as 

he was continually transferred for his job 

his father worked in the harbour, Hynsie 

fell in love with the water at a young age 

and would spend many hours in the ocean, 

entertaining himself by building little 

go on to add many different vocations and 

achievements to his CV.

But that was not the case for Hynsie, 

who won three South African titles in his 

career before being forced to retire from 

operations. He was well known for 

competing in the icy waters of the Western 

Cape in nothing but boardshorts and his 

contest vest.

�All the other surfers would go down with 

their gloves, 4/3 wetsuits and booties. I 

surfed in nothing but boardies and brother, 

there was no ways they could catch me with 

all those layers on.� Graham laughs.

teaching swimming and water polo (and 

was later presented with a silver star from 

Nelson Mandela himself in honour of his 

involvement with teaching underprivileged 

children). He then worked for a bit as a 

boilermaker, before going on to become a 

lifeguard, patrolling North Beach and saving 

Hynsie once taught to swim reciprocated 

with the chance for Hynsie to achieve his 

lifelong dream of opening a surf shop, by 

offering him a good price for a store back 

in 1963. 

owner of the iconic Safari Surfboards label, 

when he bought out the founders Max 

Wetteland and later Baron Stander�s share 

of the business. 

�Graham and his late wife Lorraine were 

the driving force behind Safari�s success 

over a period of 40 years,� recalls Ant 

Brodowicz, 1978 world champ and a close 

friend. �Along with Spider Murphy (who 

became one of Safari�s main shapers in 

“APART FROM THE HOURS OF WISDOM 

AND ENCOURAGEMENT HE HAS 

INVESTED INTO MY CAREER, IT WILL

BE THE DISPOSITION AND INTEGRITY

OF THE MAN STANDING JUST BEFORE

THE SHORELINE THAT HAS INSPIRED

ME BEYOND MEASURE.” - BIANCA BUITENDAG 

Hynsie with the author, Gina Smith, celebrating her SA Champs win in 2012. ©HARLEY

With George Thomopoulus, checking out the 

lines of a new board at Safari. ©CURRIE
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Tomson, Mark Richards, Martin Potter and 

many more in the era that followed.�

Graham eventually handed over the 

reigns of Safari to Spider in 2002, but 

not before he started his coaching career 

alongside the master shaper. Together, 

Graham and Spider would go down to the 

piers at 5:00am every morning for a couple 

of hours, watching and giving advice to 

up-and-coming surfers � including the likes 

of Chris Knutsen, Jason Ribbink, Warwick 

Wright, Chad du Toit and Jordy Smith, over 

the years. Hynsie went on to become the 

coach of the KwaZulu-Natal team for nearly 

30 years, and the South African national 

team coach a number of times as they 

competed locally and internationally.

Naturally, Graham was one of the 

coaches that led the 2002 South African 

team to victory at the ISA World Games in 

Durban. �It was one of the best moments 

of my life,� Hynsie said, before humbly 

crediting the surfers in the team and then 

musing on on a funny story with Travis Logie 

� who won the Men�s individual title to help 

seal Gold for Team SA. 

�We had all agreed to shave our hair,� 

said Hynsie with a grin. �But Travis was 

always a James Dean kind of guy and said, 

�I�m a cool guy man, just leave my hair 

alone.� So I said okay Trav, but behind the 

scenes organised one of the guys to get 

some hair remover and rub it in his hair, 

after which a massive chunk fell out and he 

had no choice but to shave it.�

my Dad ordered custom boards for both my 

brother and myself,� says Ant Brodowicz, 

own life. �To go back through the mists of 

time would take forever, so I�m going to 

appointed coach of the Springbok team 

that went to San Diego to compete in the 

We connected extremely well despite the 

has this amazing way about him, you feel 

as though he genuinely has your back 

with your best interest at heart. Rock solid 

advice, straight talk and no nonsense is 

what you get from Graham. He will never tell 

you what you want to hear, but will tell you 

Bianca Buitendag has taken what she has 

learned from Coach Hynsie all the way to 

the Top 5 on the Dream Tour. ©MORAN
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Ant Brodowicz and the powerful backhand attack 

that earned him the 1978 world title at Nahoon Reef. 

Greg Emslie, remembering to enjoy himself 

somewhere in the Eastern Cape. ©VIAENE
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the honest truth in a very wonderful way 

that you actually walk away stoked � even 

though you know you blew it.�

Hynsie�s lessons stick with you. �Hard 

off the bottom, hard off the top� is one of 

his oft-repeated bits of advice, and to this 

But he has other pearls of wisdom too. 

warns his pupils. And when he feels we are 

look us in the eyes and say, �repetition is 

me more stoked than when I hear him say: 

means I have surfed well for him.

�I have worked with Graham plenty of 

times, and he is serious,� says former 

Dream Tour surfer and ISA World Masters 

champ, Greg Emslie. �But the thing that 

stands out for me is the chat just before 

you paddle out for a heat. After getting you 

he�d always shout just as I was running 

off, �hey Grego,� to which I will turn around, 

most important things to remember when 

competing.�

�In 1978, Hynsie was appointed coach of 

the Springbok team once again,� continues 

Ant Brodowicz. �He guided not only South 

Africa to victory but also myself to an 

individual title at Nahoon Reef. Without 

a doubt, he owns 80% of my world title. 

around the world is immeasurable. No 

and I will hasten to add no one ever will. 

He is a classic, a legend and an icon in 

every sense, and to say my life is richer 

for having Hynsie as a true friend, father 

highest degree.�

bottom turn sets up your whole wave.�

“HIS CONTRIBUTION TO SURFING IN SA AND AROUND THE 

WORLD IS IMMEASURABLE. NO ONE HAS COME NEAR TO 

HIS SELFLESSNESS AND COMMITMENT TO COACHING, AND 

I WILL HASTEN TO ADD NO ONE EVER WILL.” - ANT BRODOWICZ

There’s a reason that Seal Point Boardriders are the three-times defending SA Interclub Champs. Hynsie’s their right hand man. ©McGREGOR

Karl Steen and Hynsie, discussing 

heat strategy at Magnas. ©THURTELL

59







LOST

ACR

A
These are the days where everything makes sense; 

the sacrifices, the money, the time, the risk…everything.

A perfect day somewhere in Angola.
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OSS
Carlo Drechsel�s epic 

journey from Europe to the 

tip of Africa by 4x4, and 

back again the other way

His patchy grey eyebrows hang over his eyes, 

and deep wrinkles carved into his leathery 

skin suggest his age to unlikely be less than 

a hundred. Next to him, his wife carries out 

water in a calabash. Around the corner the 

village elders are trying to avoid the scorching 

heat of the Sahel. They sit hardly moving. 

How anyone grows old in this environment is 

beyond my imagination.

My eyes wander around the walls of the king�s 

compound until I catch sight of Issa. He stands 

there grinning in the doorway. Just this morning 

Issa�s second born came to join his clan and met 

the light of life. In times of war, such as these, 

toubab (white men) are perceived as a kind of 

talisman, good luck, because so few have visited 

this place. Therefore, the hurriedly organised 

gathering of the male family members of the 

town had agreed to name the child after me.

T
he king sits in 

the backyard of 

his marvellous 

compound built 

exclusively of rocks, wood 

and clay. He is wearing 

nothing but a cloth wrapped 

around his waist. 

AFRICA

Words and photos by: Carlo Drechsel (unless otherwise credited)
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Shortly after, we took off to a hidden 

ancient town. A town with no roads leading 

to it. The path took us along and up the 

impressive cliff of the Dogon, further over 

rocks and dust, past gigantic Baobab trees, 

through the heat, to the most magical place 

I have ever been.  

But how did I get here? The memories of 

my home in Germany and Spain are blurry. 

If I try to remember the feeling of being 

there, the smell, my friends and family, 

I struggle. Everything seems so distant, 

so far, so long ago. How long have I been 

gone? Only a year and half. 18 months 

travelling through time and space, living 

through the highest ups and the deepest 

downs of my life. A journey that has 

changed me irreversibly.

I was driven by the dream of traversing 

down the west coast of Africa for many 

years. The multitude of potential waves 

that lay dormant, many still undiscovered, 

along the shoreline of western Africa is 

a unique opportunity in the globalised 

world, where there is hardly a kilometre of 

quality, surfable shoreline left without the 

imperialism of surf culture and tourism. 

But more than anything, I wanted to see 

with my own eyes what had been engraved 

in my European consciousness as the 

heart of darkness; of hunger, diseases and 

war � Africa.

Things got complicated before I�d even 

started. Instead of travelling with a partner 

and therefore having more security and 

basically twice as much money, I was 

suddenly on my own. My budget alone, 

almost made it seem impossible. As 

if this was not enough, the war in Mali 

was worsening, the Ebola epidemic (in 

Liberia, Guinea, Sierra Leone) was still 

out of control and Burkina Faso was shut 

down due to one of the greatest, albeit 

unreported, revolutions the world has ever 

seen � status October 2014. A look at the 

map made it quite clear that my chances of 

making it all the way down, were low.

But, when I actually arrived in Cape 

back home. The car was still running, 

I was not entirely broke and most 

importantly, I still loved what I was doing 

and where I was doing it. So after a few 

weeks of thinking, I decided to make the 

move and travel back to Europe up the 

east coast of Africa.

A journey back
to all our roots,

a place so intense 
a day can appear 

endless 
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(clockwise from top)  Swooping somewhere in Angola;  Not all kids 

were afraid of my beard;  Me, my rusty baby and girlfriends.

(below) Ngor Right: Dakar’s most exquisite hangover treat.

© ZONA AFRICA RADICAL
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(clockwise from top) John Micheletti, surfing his backyard like nobody else – Tarkwa Bay, Nigeria; Young and carefree in Burkina Faso;

When was the last time that some random surfer invited you home and basically made you a family member? Dinner in Morocco.

(below) What is plastic bottles on some beaches is supertankers in Lagos.
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The Revelation
The long road, this journey of a lifetime, 

led me through vast deserts, thick forests, 

stumbling upon the hidden treasures of the 

Sahel, and back to the shore where world-

class waves broke unridden in picturesque 

environments. Miscellaneous impressions 

imprinted on my mind for eternity. Enough 

entertain my grandchildren. The road led 

me to the depth of myself and confronted 

me with both my great happiness and my 

deepest fears. I discovered that Sub-

Saharan Africa is anything but a never 

bad news. Generally, I came to understand 

that the current �state of a country� seems 

to be less of a worry once you are actually 

there, on the ground, compared to the 

stories you hear about the place from 

the outside. Overall, it just blew my mind 

how much diversity in culture, landscape, 

language, mentality and development exists 

within the African countries I travelled. I was 

of Africa, compared to the complexity of 

what is actually taking place. 

Of course, I was afraid of thieves and 

robbers, the crossing of borders, and the 

corrupt police that were going to leave me 

penniless, or worse, imprisoned. But you 

know what happened? After 18 months 

nobody has stolen anything from me, even 

though I take few precautions � no extra 

padlocks or chains. Knock on wood. The 

amount of money I have paid in bribes at 

borders crossings and roadblocks has never 

exceeded 20 Dollars, even after crossing 

more than 20 countries and covering over 

50 000km � although I do admit that 

after making it through a good thousand 

roadblocks, they can still be nerve racking. 

In fact, the biggest obstacle to travelling 

through Africa, and by far the most stressful, 

was something I didn�t really prepare for at 

all � visas. Getting your visa sorted on the 

road is a nightmare, and can literally end 

your trip in absurd and unexpected places.

Although I travel alone, I am never lonely. 

And while I have often been forced to step 

out of my comfort zone, there always seems 

to be somebody on hand to comfort me. 

Even when a friend and fellow traveller got 

shot and died in Nigeria, while I was still in 

Benin waiting for my Nigerian visa, newly 

found friends cheered me up and gave me 

the strength to move on. Perhaps the risks 

I have taken are no different to the risk of 

climbing a stepladder in Germany to change 

a lightbulb. Who knows what can happen. 

But the feelings and emotions lived through; 

from pure joy and love, to fear of death, had 

their impact. My will, the belief in myself 

and the dreams I inherit will never be the 

same again. 

After 15 months nobody tried to steal from me, 
even though I take few precautions

� no extra padlocks or chains
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Satisfying The Craving
Scorching heat, apocalyptic rainfalls, 

terrible roads, inconsistent swells, malaria 

Africa doesn�t sound quite as inviting as a 

boat trip in the Mentawais. However, if the 

timing is right, excellent waves without a 

soul in sight await the solemn voyager as 

reward for commitment and patience. 

Whereas the North Atlantic produces fairly 

consistent swells during the northern 

hemisphere winter months, making 

Morocco one of the most popular and 

consistent surf destination in the world, 

the south Atlantic is somewhat slow for 

various reasons.

My timing was pretty much dictated by the 

swell seasons. Coming from the north, I 

hit Morocco in January, after enjoying the 

other half of the winter in Europe. By March 

I arrived in Senegal, which is blessed with 

good and frequent surf. More than that, 

Senegal receives waves from both the north 

and south, and therefore is ideal for the 

period in-between the seasons � March 

and April, although you can get waves 

year-round. Once the southern hemisphere 

winter kicked into gear, I made my way 

straight to Ghana via Mali and Burkina 

Faso, dodging the Ebola zone. 

Moving along the shore, the plan was 

simple. Travel during the lulls and surf 

when the swell is running. However, 

the restrictions and missions for visas 

intervened frequently, sometimes messing 

up the plan � as it happened during the 

biggest swell of the year, when I ended up 

in �everywhere closing out� Benin with no 

visa in my pocket to escape to neighbouring 

and pumping Nigeria. 

As frustrating as it was, at times, I lived 

by myself or with few others. Surprised 

by the consistency of the waves, the 

quality, and the fact that travelling around 

the west was still a lot easier than I had 

imagined. I was overwhelmed by the vibe 

in the water. Thousands of kilometres of 

shoreline and I haven�t met anybody who 

wasn�t helpful, hospitable and pleased to 

see me getting waves.

 Senegal receives waves from both the 
north and south, and therefore is ideal
for the period in-between the seasons 

long, left, empty, Africa!
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The Present and Future
As I write these lines, I sit in the very heart of 

the continent overlooking Kigali, the capital 

of landlocked Rwanda. It has been almost 

6 months since I decided to continue the 

journey. I am still intending to, somehow, 

travel back to Europe, although my bankroll 

is thin and my car, my dear old rusty baby, 

has been very moody lately. The situation 

in the Middle East is making things very 

complicated these days. The passage through 

Syria is blocked, plus there are hardly any 

ferries going from either Israel or Egypt to 

Europe, and those that do go are ridiculously 

expensive. To predict the turnout of an 

overland tour around Africa is impossible, as 

there are too many factors over which you 

have no control. I really don�t know how all of 

this will turn out in the next few weeks, I just 

hope to make the right decisions. Besides a 

surf session in the Zambezi River in Zambia, 

I haven�t been scoring too many waves lately, 

as I just missed a swell in Tanzania and it has 

reaching my destination, spending some time 

in Europe. To surf, recover my bankroll, and 

before starting the next project � whatever 

that might be. But right now, I still have half a 

continent to go.

[If you�re interested in reading more about 

Carlo�s African adventure, check out

www.carlodrechsel.com]
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N e d  K e l ly

SHAPER:

Clayton Nienaber

DIMENSIONS:

5�10� x 185/8�x 25/16� - 25.7L

FIN SETUP:

Thruster

c l ay t o n

s u r f b o a r d s

High performance short 

board. Aggressive deep 

single to double concave 

with low rails. Entry rocker is 

medium and the vee in the tail 

increases the tail rocker for 

more release. For the serious 

performance surfer who wants 

to up their game. Test ride 

available.

E-MAIL: cindy@claytonsurf.co.za

doug@claytonsurf.co.za

TEL: (+27) 31 368 4825

WEB: www.claytonsurfboards.co.za

ADDR: 44 Milne street, Durban 

Central, 4001

EMAIL: info@dutchie.co.za

TEL: (+27) 21 554 3592

WEB: www.dutchie.co.za

ADDR: no.43 Stella Park, 57 Stella 

road, Montague Gardens

P I X I E

SHAPER:

Dutchie

DIMENSIONS:

6�2� x 211/2� x 25/8� - 38.5L

FIN SETUP:

Thruster

d u t c h i e  s u r f

d e s i g n s

A blast from the 70�s with a 

bull nose, full-plan shape, 

down rails into the nose, light 

single to double concave with 

hidden volume. This board is 

easy to paddle, easy to surf 

and covers distance with ease. 

appropriate artwork and a high 

polish, this is all about style. 

Surf ankle to over head. 

s p i d e r

EMAIL: boards@safarisurf.com

TEL: (+27) 31 337 4230

WEB: www.safarisurf.com

ADDR: 6 Milne Street, Durban, 

South Africa, 4001

7 0 ’ s  F i s h

SHAPER:

Spider Murphy

DIMENSIONS:

5�4� to 7�0�

FIN SETUP:

Thruster

C l ay  1 0  P r o

SHAPER:

Clayton Nienaber

DIMENSIONS:

5�9� x 181/2� x 21/2� - 25L

FIN SETUP:

Thruster

c l ay t o n

s u r f b o a r d s

A head high good wave 

board. Ridden at your normal 

length with a medium single 

concave throughout. Best 

surfed with a round tail. In 

your quiver for those good 

wave days when the ocean is 

offering a little more power and 

perfect shapes over shallow 

sand banks or reefs. Test ride 

available.

E-MAIL: cindy@claytonsurf.co.za

doug@claytonsurf.co.za

TEL: (+27) 31 368 4825

WEB: www.claytonsurfboards.co.za

ADDR: 44 Milne street, Durban 

Central, 4001

A fun board designed 

smaller built surfers, allowing 

them to surf a shorter board 

that is more manageable while 

maintaining stable volume. 

Less centre thickness and 

lowered rail creates a less 

corky rail in order to duck-dive 

easier and improve handling 

ability. Full outline with soft 

pulled squash tail for control. 

with keeping the nose out the 

water when taking off late.

Safari�s Spider Guns for 2016 

are designed to paddle in as 

fast as possible, with super 

clean curves and thickness on 

the stringer. The rails are nicely 

foiled for easy duck-dives, 

open-faced turns and all-round 

manoeuvrability. The fuller 

outline keeps them shorter and 

looser. Spider likes guns that 

can be surfed from huge to 

waist high.

s p i d e r

EMAIL: boards@safarisurf.com

TEL: (+27) 31 337 4230

WEB: www.safarisurf.com

ADDR: 6 Milne Street, Durban, 

South Africa, 4001

S p i d e r  G u n

SHAPER:

Spider Murphy

DIMENSIONS:

7�0� to 11�0�

FIN SETUP:

Thruster

B u r n e r

SHAPER:

Dutchie

DIMENSIONS:

6�0� x 197/8� x 29/16� 32.2L

FIN SETUP:

Thruster

d u t c h i e  s u r f

d e s i g n s

A performance shortboard 

built for everday conditions 

up to 4 foot. Medium entry 

for release. Shorter length 

and wider outline under chest 

with a slight hip in the tail and 

wider squash tail. Single to 

deep double vee combo on the 

deck and increased surface 

area, creating  the perfect 

blend between stability, 

speed and release.

EMAIL: info@dutchie.co.za

TEL: (+27) 21 554 3592

WEB: www.dutchie.co.za

ADDR: no.43 Stella Park, 57 Stella 

road, Montague Gardens



D U X  M O D E L

SHAPER:

Lamps

DIMENSIONS:

5�5� x 183/4� x 23/8� custom

FIN SETUP:

Quad or Thruster

l a m p e e z
s h a p e s

E-MAIL: Lampzshapes@gmail.com

CELL: (+27) 82 799 8080

WEB: www.lampzshapes.co.za

C O M B O

SHAPER:

Simon Fish

DIMENSIONS:

5�0� to 7�0�

FIN SETUP:

Quad or Thruster

f i s h s t i x

The Combo is a high 

performance board designed 

for winter or good waves. I 

have pulled the tail in slightly 

and added more rocker. This 

combined with a single to 

double concave is designed to 

harness all of the wave�s power 

to give you maximum control. 

Surf the Combo and be on top 

of your game when the waves 

are cooking!

EMAIL: 

CELL: (+27) 83 557 7794

WEB: 

@Fishstixsurfboards

# Fishstixsurfboards

The Dux is a double ender 

design concept, derived from a 

board I did in the mid 90�s.  

Other tail and nose combo�s 

are squash, round or diamond. 

The idea behind the design is 

to have a short manoeuvrable 

board,  with drive due to 

straighter rails.

The �tail� on either end allows 

for more control when landing  

airs. Available in bio epoxy with 

recycled composite stringer.  

Sustainable boards that are 

lighter and stronger. 

R4500 for epoxy boards, excl. 

G P

SHAPER:

Daniel Keggie

DIMENSIONS:

5�8� x 20� x 21/2� - 33.79L

FIN SETUP:

Thruster

S U R F  H Q
S U R F B O A R D S

G O T C H A
S U R F B O A R D S

This model has a large amount

of volume under the chest and

centre area of the board

allowing you to paddle in like a

machine. Generally ridden 2-4

inches shorter than your 

normal board. The wider, 

straighter outline upfront 

creates plenty of speed, yet 

the thinner pinched rail helps 

to keep you connected to the 

wave. Standard with a rounded 

pin tail for tight turns in the 

pocket. Great for all levels.

FREE delivery anywhere in SA.

EMAIL: info@surfhq.co.za

TEL: (+27) 31 368 7568

WEB: www.surfhq.co.za

ADDR: 65 Sylvester Ntuli Rd,

Durban

EMAIL: info@surfhq.co.za

TEL: (+27) 31 368 7568

WEB: www.surfhq.co.za

ADDR: 65 Sylvester Ntuli Rd,

Durban

S T E P  U P

SHAPER:

Peter Lawson

DIMENSIONS:

6�6� x 19� x 21/2� - 30.9L

FIN SETUP:

Quad or Thruster

The Step Up is the perfect 

board for 3 to 8 feet swells. I 

recommend you add at least 

2� to 3� more than your regular 

board. Slightly more width and 

thickness with more rocker 

will make for an easy paddle 

into waves and make the late 

drops. The round tail is also 

slightly pulled in and tapered 

allowing for a very loose feel 

through your turns. This board 

can be used for many years 

to come. 

FREE delivery anywhere in SA.

B O LT

SHAPER:

Glen Row

DIMENSIONS:

5�8� x 187/8� x 21/2� - 27L

FIN SETUP:

g r o w

The Bolt has been slightly 

a single concave all the way 
through that gets quiet deep 
from the mid-section into 
the tail, with a clean smooth 
plan shape combined with a 
smooth rocker and a slightly 
tighter rounded pin. Fast, 
loose and tight, guaranteed to 
perform or your money back! 

EMAIL: growsurfboards@gmail.com

CELL: (+27) 82 895 5460

ADDR: 4 Dorsetshire St, 

Paardon Eiland

B L U E  B I R D

SHAPER:

Kevin Colby

DIMENSIONS:

6�0� x 22� x 23/4�

FIN SET UP:

Quad

c o l b y
S U R F B O A R D S

EMAIL: kevin@colbysurfboards.co.za

TEL: (+27) 31 337 0914

CELL: (+27) 82 337 5378

WEB: colbysurfboards.co.za 

ADDR: 42 Brickhill Rd, Durban

The Blue Bird combines many 

different aspects of short and 

longboards, resulting in a 

truly unique board, perfect for 

smaller lower quality waves. 

By mixing elements that make 

loose and stable you get a  

board that is unlike any other. 

the perfect ride check out our 

website colbysurfboards.co.za.



M i n i - M a l

SHAPER:

Mat Marais

DIMENSIONS:

7�0� x 21� x 21/2�

FIN SETUP:

Thruster

Mini-mal for beginner or 

weekender. Great family board. 

M * A * T 
s u r f b o a r d s

EMAIL: 

CELL: (+27) 72 641 8003

WEB: 

ADDR: 

FACEBOOK: 

M A S T E R  B L A S T E R

SHAPER:

Duncan Gray

DIMENSIONS:

5�3� x 171/2� x 21/8� - 21L

FIN SETUP:

rocker with a kick in the tail. 

L i q u i d  F r e e d o m 
S u r f b o a r d s

EMAIL:

TEL: (+27) 73 137 1778

WEB:

ADDR: 

R o u N D E D  P I N

SHAPER:

Thys Strydom

DIMENSIONS:

5�8� x 18� x 21/4�

FIN SETUP:

Thruster

R E B E L
s u r f b o a r d s

line and with good hold in the 

EMAIL: 

CELL: (+27) 82 324 0849

WEB: 

ADDR: 

E N Q U I R I E S :

i n f o @ h u r r i c a n e s u r f . n e t

( + 2 7 )  3 1  3 3 5  3 7 6 0

H u r r i c a n e  S u r f  B u i l d i n g

3 8  M o r r i s o n  S t r e e t ,  D u r b a n ,  4 0 0 1

the “DUO”

SHAPER:

Hugh Thompson

DIMENSIONS:

5�10� x 201/2� x 21/2�

FIN SETUP:

N at u r a l  c u r v e

EMAIL:

CELL: (+27) 83 360 0003

TEL: 

WEB: 

ADDR: 

board rip.

EMAIL:

CELL:

ADDR:

f 2 2  F I S H  Q U A D -T R I

SHAPER:

Peter Lawson

DIMENSIONS:

5�8� x 195/8� x 23/8� � 28L

FIN SET UP:

Quad or Thruster

p e t e r  l a w s o n

THE FISH

SHAPER:

Hugh Thompson

DIMENSIONS:

5�8� x 211/8� x 25/8�

FIN SETUP:

Keel Fins  

N at u r a l  c u r v e

EMAIL:

CELL: (+27) 83 360 0003

TEL: 

WEB: 

ADDR: 



G r e e dy  B e av e r

SHAPER:

Dan Mann

DIMENSIONS:

6�2� x 203/4� x 25/8� - 40.9L

FIN SETUP:

FCSII, Futures, quad or thruster

Greedy Beaver has a real 
shortboard feel with a 
compressed longboard outline, 
a true crossover board with 
mid-length retro glide and 
short board maneuverability.
Put it on rail while engaging 
the single to double concave 
then step on the round pin tail 
and it surfs like a shortboard 
in the pocket, or take 
advantage of the large planing 
surface to trim effortlessly 
over dead sections. Raise your 
wave count with paddle power 
while turning on a dime. Sizes 
5�6� up to 6�10�.

EMAIL: 

surfshop@countryfeeling.co.za

CELL: (+27) 42 293 1679 Michael

WEB: 

Country Feeling Surfshop

Jeffreys Bay

EMAIL: 

surfshop@countryfeeling.co.za

CELL: (+27) 42 293 1679 Michael

WEB: 

Country Feeling Surfshop

Jeffreys Bay

S C I - F I

SHAPER:

Tomo

DIMENSIONS:

6�0� x 20� x 23/4� - 33.9L

FIN SET UP:

FCSII, Futures, quad or thruster

S L A T E R   D E S I G N S

The Sci-Fi is a mash-up of 

classic curves and modern 

rocker served with a futuristic 

principles. Expect seemingly 

unnatural acceleration, 

instantaneous response 

and an all round level of 

performance that can only be 

described as electric.

The Sci-Fi is a high 

performance all rounder with 

impressive range in 1-8ft. This 

is the board Stu Kennedy has 

been going ballistic on.

EMAIL: 

surfshop@countryfeeling.co.za

CELL: (+27) 42 293 1679 Michael

WEB: 

Country Feeling Surfshop

Jeffreys Bay

O M N I

SHAPER:

Tomo

DIMENSIONS:

 6�0� x 203/4� x 213/16� - 39.3 L

FIN SETUP:

FCSII, Futures, quad or thruster

The Omni takes modern 

functional aesthetics to new 

places with a clean and 

minimalistic meeting of Kelly�s 

performance round tails and 

TOMO�s modern planing hull 

designs. The Omni will revel in 

smaller waves up to 5ft with 

smooth and extremely radical 

performance capability. Suited 

for intermediate and advanced 

surfers.

S L A T E R   D E S I G N S

EMAIL: 

surfshop@countryfeeling.co.za

CELL: (+27) 42 293 1679 Michael

WEB: 

Country Feeling Surfshop

Jeffreys Bay

B a n a n a

SHAPER:

Greg Webber

DIMENSIONS:

6�0�  x  19� x 23/8� - 28.5L

FIN SET UP: 

FCSII, Futures, quad or thruster

S L A T E R   D E S I G N S

Shaped by Greg Webber for 

Kelly Slater, the Banana is 

a more user-friendly version 

that they developed for 

intermediate to advanced 

surfers for better than average 

surf conditions. It has a 

smooth outline curve from 

nose to tail, a slight bump 

a generous single to double 

concave bottom contour. This is 

an extremely high performance 

surfboard that can be pushed 

hard through turns while 

holding in deep barrels. 

EMAIL: 

surfshop@countryfeeling.co.za

CELL: (+27) 42 293 1679 Michael

WEB: 

Country Feeling Surfshop

Jeffreys Bay

A L M O N D  B U T T E R

SHAPER:

Rob Machado

DIMENSIONS:

6�0� x 201/4� x 23/4� - 38.5L

FIN SETUP:

FCSII, Futures, quad or thruster

Designed by Rob Machado 

the Almond Butter just says 

fun all over it. Rob has always 

been known as one to carve 

his own path in the surf world 

which express his personal 

design concepts. This board 

is versatile enough to surf in 

smaller waves up to overhead 

hollow conditions. This board 

will put a smile on your dial.

EMAIL: 

surfshop@countryfeeling.co.za

CELL: (+27) 42 293 1679 Michael

WEB: 

Country Feeling Surfshop

Jeffreys Bay

f i r e w i r ef i r e w i r ef i r e w i r e

C R E E P E R

SHAPER:

Rob Machado

DIMENSIONS:

6�0� x 201/4�  x  23/4� - 37.3L

FIN SETUP:

FCSII, Futures, quad or thruster

The Creeper is shaped by the 

style master Rob Machado, 

who has created a low entry 

rocker with a curvy fuller 

outline in the tail to allow quick 

direction changes yet still 

provide effortless gliding.

Whether you are driving off the 

bottom or setting some serious 

high lines you will be sure to do 

so with a Machado nonchalant 

style. Put the fun back in your 



i s l a n d  s t y l e
TRACTION PADS

Features:

- 8mm arch bars

- 27mm high tail kicks

- Beveled tail kick sides

DEVIN WHITEHEAD SIGNATURE TRACTION 

B-PT-002 WHITE/RED

DAVEY VAN ZYL SIGNATURE TRACTION 

B-2P-01 BLACK

SEBASTIAN WILLIAMS SIGNATURE TRACTION 

B-PT003 BLK/LIME

SPOTTY TRACTION 

B-PT-007 WHITE

45’ER TRACTION 

B-PT-03 BLK/LIM

4 STRIPE TRACTION 

B-PT-05 BL/W/B/G

BUMBLE BEE TRACTION 

B-PT-06 B/P

MICHAEL MONK SIGNATURE TRACTION  

B-PT-001 PINK



B i l l a b o n g
ESCAPE JACKET

B i l l a b o n g
ALLY SURF PACK

B i l l a b o n g
DESTINATION TRAVEL BAG

V O N Z I P P E R
BERSERKER 

V O N Z I P P E R
FARVA

V O N Z I P P E R
LEAGUE

E N Q U I R I E S : 
E-MAIL: info@swindle.co.za

TEL: (+27) 42 200 2600

WEB: www.swindle.co.za

E N Q U I R I E S : 
E-MAIL: info@swindle.co.za

TEL: (+27) 42 200 2600

WEB: www.swindle.co.za

E N Q U I R I E S : 
E-MAIL: info@swindle.co.za

TEL: (+27) 42 200 2600

WEB: www.swindle.co.za

E N Q U I R I E S : 
E-MAIL: info@swindle.co.za

TEL: (+27) 42 200 2600

WEB: www.swindle.co.za

E N Q U I R I E S : 
E-MAIL: info@swindle.co.za

TEL: (+27) 42 200 2600

WEB: www.swindle.co.za

E N Q U I R I E S : 
E-MAIL: info@swindle.co.za

TEL: (+27) 42 200 2600

WEB: www.swindle.co.za

- Longline / Polyester

- Longline puffer jacket

- Snow inspired styling 

- A/Div trim package

RSP: R1499.95

- 600D waterproof poly

- Volume: 23 Litres 

- Dimensions: 43cm x 26cm x 21cm

- Large main compartment with roll top closure

- Tricot lined sunglass pocket

RSP: R1199.95

- Telescopic handle

- Quilt stitching

- Carry handle

- Volume: 85 Litres

- Dimensions: 73cm x 36cm x 36cm

RSP: R1499.95

- 100% UV protection

- Base 5 spherical sheild

- Nylon grilamid frame

- Stainless steel optical hinges

- Made in Italy

- Black gloss / grey 

RSP: R1399.00

- 100% UV protection

- Base 8 spherical lens

- Silicone nose  pads

- Stainless steel optical hinges

- Silver gloss / chrome 

RSP: R1299.00

- 100% UV protection

- Base 8 spherical lens

- Silicone nose pads

- Stainless steel optical hinges

- Gold gloss / vintage grey 

RSP: R1399.00



N O  S H A R K
SHARK DETERRENT

e N Q U I R I E S :
EMAIL: nosharkafrica@gmail.com

WEB: www.noshark.com

CELL: Murray (+27) 83 486 5740

FACEBOOK: Nosharkafrica

INSTAGRAM: @nosharkafrica

The No Shark is a device that deters sharks. A new effective, tested 

technology that will keep sharks at bay.

Great for swimmers, surfers, divers or all ocean sports.

Lightweight and rechargeable.

- 6 hours water use per charge

- Saltwater contact activated, no on/off switch

- No antenna

- Can be used at depths up to 40m

- Fits on your ankle

- Surf unit comes with a removable leash

- 3 month warranty (see warranty disclaimer on web page)

SURF UNIT  R7600.00 (May Special - R7100)

DIVE UNIT R7300.00 (May Special - R6800)

S I M P LY  S E A D O G
OUTDOOR PRODUCTS

E N Q U I R I E S : 
E-MAIL: 1bradsaunders@gmail.com

CELL: (+27) 72 138 4900

WEB: simplyseadog.com

Bedouin stretch tent. Tie it to an existing deck, for camping or the 

beach. 100% waterproof, UV block �stretch� tent fabric with matt 

PVC outerlayer, fabric inner layer stitched and welded, durable and 

of the range with a two year warranty. Available in various colours. 

Price on request.

Dive unit (no leash).

Surf unit with 

removable leash.

s t u f f  t o  m a k e  y o u r  s u r f  b e t t e r .
T o  a d v e r t i s e  c o n ta c t:  m a r k @ z i g z a g . c o . z a

R A K I T
SURFBOARD RACKS

Little did we know how many boards people actually have. Still got 

and all are catered for with our eight board surf rack, 

Jacobs Ladder.

Full installation kit included

Free delivery in SA

rakit.co.za #whereboardssleep

E N Q U I R I E S : 
EMAIL: info@rakit.co.za

WEB: www.rakit.co.za

TEL: (+27) 21 709 0360

FACEBOOK:

INSTAGRAM: @rakit_systems

S P I D E R
HAND GUNS

E N Q U I R I E S : 
EMAIL: boards@safarisurf.com

TEL: (+27) 31 337 4230

WEB: www.safarisurf.com

ADDR: 6 Milne Street, Durban, 

South Africa

4001

S W I M S E A L 
EAR DROPS

SwimSeal Protective ear drops 

are the drops that stop water from 

causing painful ears. Developed by 

two leading ENT surgeons, they are 

designed to act just like invisible 

earplugs. 2-3 drops is all it takes!

A unique combination of tea 

tree oil and silicon oil, 

SwimSeal coats the ear 

canal preventing water 

from entering the ear and 

causing infection. Taking 

on the natural properties 

of earwax, it will gently 

migrate out of the ear 

application.

SwimSeal is the must 

have preventative 

solution to combat 

water related ear 

infections. Available at 

Clicks, DisChem, and 

other local and leading 

retail pharmacies.

E N Q U I R I E S : 
E-mail: jessica.mcarthur@swimseal.com

Web: www.swimseal.com

Tel: (+27) 82 8262 971

Facebook: www.facebook.com/SwimSealSouthAfrica

Always ready for life. Wherever you are and whatever you are doing, 

you still want to be in touch and in control. That�s why Thule�s 

stylish, secure and rugged iPad cases are designed to live up to 

your demands. The Atmos X3 boasts dual-density, Bi-Component 

Armor which provides anti-shock drop protection. This case also 

features a rubberized inlay for ergonomic grip and non-slip stability 

on lap or table surface. Available for iPad Air, iPad Air 2, iPad Mini 

and iPad Mini 4.

T H U L E 
THULE ATMOS X3 HARDSHELL IPAD CASE

E N Q U I R I E S : 
For more information visit 

Web: www.thule.com





A F R I C A N  P E R F E C T I O N
J-BAY

Classically styled accommodation, decorated with a 

distinct and celebrated African sentiment. Featuring private 

balconies, with epic views of the right hand surf point, 

Supertubes. African Perfection is a desirable choice of 

accommodation in Jeffreys Bay, offering en-suite 

rooms or a luxurious penthouse. The best place to relax

right on the water�s edge and enjoy the tranquility of the 

beautiful surrounds.

a l o e  a g a i n
J-BAY

a home away from home. It offers eight basic twin, double 

and family en-suite rooms that are serviced daily. An open 

plan kitchen, lounge and entertainment area. Kick back 

and take in the ocean air while you mingle with other

guests. The ideal place to meet new people and forge bonds 

of friendship that will draw you back to our bay time and 

time again.

E N Q U I R I E S : 
EMAIL: info@africanperfection.co.za
TEL: (+27) 42 293 1401
FAX: (+27) 42 293 1714
CELL: (+27) 84 207 1337

20 Pepper Street, Jeffreys Bay, 6330

E N Q U I R I E S : 
EMAIL: info@africanperfection.co.za
TEL: (+27) 42 293 1401
FAX: (+27) 42 293 1714
CELL: (+27) 84 207 1337

20 Pepper Street, Jeffreys Bay, 6330

k i f  p l a c e s  t o  s tay  a n d  s u r f.
T o  a d v e r t i s e  c o n ta c t:  m a r k @ z i g z a g . c o . z a

O N C E  I N  C A P E  T O W N
KLOOF STREET, CAPE TOWN

Once in Cape Town is an all-star hotel, centrally located on 

Kloof Street, Cape Town, where you can tailor-make your 

own experience. Every room is en-suite. You can stay in a 

standard twin/double room, while the budget conscious 

traveller can also choose a shared 4-bed en-suite room and 

make some new friends. Rates include a lekker breakfast 

on the go with a deluxe coffee from �Yours Truly�, and fast 

free Wi-Fi. There are daily free activities � head down to the 

pit in the back garden! Bus stop to the beaches and free off 

street parking. New terrace deck area with live music and 

rocking surf industry events.

E N Q U I R I E S : 
TEL: (+27) 21 424 6169 
E-MAIL: info@stayatonce.com
WEB: www.stayatonce.com
73 Kloof St
Cape Town Central
8001

E N Q U I R I E S :  
TEL: Gideon (+27) 81 438 5511 
TEL: Ricardo (+258) 842 9922 83 
E-MAIL: info@tofo.co.mz
WEB: www.tofo.co.mz

T o f i n h o  B e a c h  C o t ta g e s
TOFINHO, MOZAMBIQUE 

Nothing beats the view of Mozambique�s most famous 

will allow you to watch the morning waves while you relax on 

the veranda and when conditions are ideal, which they often 

are, you can just grab your board and go! With so much 

more to offer, Tofo has lovely open beaches for swimming, 

An array of little restaurants can be found close to the local 

market and sometimes live local music will allow you to 

continue the sway out of the water.

and is easily accessible with a normal sedan vehicle � no 

4x4 needed. With self-catering cottages, the friendliest staff 

and even fully catered tours offered on request, this would 

Young people! Don�t hang around waiting for opportunity! 

Get out there and make it happen!

you employable in any town in the world, while you explore 

new opportunities/travel/surf/study/emigrate. All-in-one 

- intensive twelve week international chef/stewardess/

deckhand/waitron course. Work on super yachts, at ski 

resorts, restaurants and hotels. Best chefs/specialists/

baristas/crew/silver service/wine and cocktail. Designed to 

activities.

SPECIAL - 30% discount if you book for any course in 2017.

G a r d e n  R o u t e  C O O K E RY  S C H O O L
GEORGE

B o n ava n t i
ST. FRANCIS, EASTERN CAPE

�Bonavanti� has been called the best view in St Francis, the 

best view in the Eastern Cape and even South Africa. It is 

perched above the famous surf spot �Bruces Beauties�, 

overlooking the St Francis Bay. The luxurious house was 

The house has 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. The house 

encourages outdoor living as all living area doors slide open 

fully to catch the most beautiful view of the sea. Outside 

there is a large patio with a covered dining area, built-in 

braai and sun loungers. The patio leads to a refreshing solar 

showers. The ocean below is accessible through a private 

little path that leads down to the rocks. It is not only ideal for 

along the water�s edge. Please contact owner via email.

E N Q U I R I E S : 
TEL: (+27) 79 331 3034 - Lila Harvey
E-MAIL: nigelila@hotmail.com
4 Porto Cervo Road
Santereme 
St Francis Bay

E N Q U I R I E S : 
EMAIL: info@gardenroutecookeryschool.com
TEL: (+27) 44 874 2832
WEB: www.gardenroutecookeryschool.com



Your trusted resource for villas, resorts and boats in the Mentawai Island chain.

Pull in at Sims House on Sipura Island, home to some of 

the best waves in the Mentawais like HT�s, Lance�s Left, 

Telescopes and plenty more, including a few secret spots to 

score on your own.

The villa sleeps up to 12 and comes complete with your own 

chef, speedboat and surf guide, super-comfy accommodation 

and is ideal for a mates� trip or even a family getaway. We�ll 

take care of your every need in your own slice of paradise. 

Available to South Africans at affordable rates. Peak season 

rate is USD220 per night inclusive. Book now and get a 

special rate of USD140 per night inclusive. 

No further discounts apply during this time.

Find out more at www.simplyseadog.com

SIMS HOUSE

THE WAVES

THE ISLAND

THE VILLA

YOUR OWN PRIVATE VILLA 
IN THE MENTAWAIS
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W I N N E R
Positioning is everything 

photography, and together with 
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W I N N E R

Ex-South African champ 

turned Floridian surf shop 

owner, Cheyne Cottrell hooks 

a rare outer reef close to 

his old stopping ground in 

Kommetjie. Samuel Tome 

takes the win for not only 

swimming out at this cold, 

distant spot, but also for his 

timing and composition of 

The famous Hossegor tube 

by Saffa export Kevin Olsen.
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WWW.TRUEBLUETRAVEL.CO.ZA   |   021 5100 503   |   INFO@TRUEBLUETRAVEL.CO.ZA

20% OFF FOR SAFFAS!
MALDIVES SURF RESORT - BOOK BEFORE THE END OF APRIL 2016 AND GET 20% OFF

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK TO KEEP UP TO DATE WITH OUR LATEST SPECIALS - �TRUE BLUE SURF & ISLAND TRAVEL�

CHARTERS - MALDIVES, MENTAWAI, MADAGASCAR & MORE

AWESOME MALDIVES

CHARTERS & RESORTS



I 
am currently staying in a house in St 

Francis Bay. I know you don�t care. 

I�m writing it down for my benefit in 

case I forget where I am.

I have spent a fair bit of time in the 

last couple of years bouncing between 

a crazy wife in Cape Town and a weird 

family in Durban. Quite frankly, I don�t 

know where home is anymore. That�s 

okay. Pigeons don�t know where home is 

either. Unless they�re homing pigeons. 

But this isn�t about them. This is about 

me. And, to a lesser degree, you.

I generally stop over halfway between 

the two cities while traversing back

and forth from one coast to another

in search of answers, cold beer and

hot women.

Fortunately, the midpoint happens to 

be Jeffreys Bay. Well, it�s my midpoint, 

anyway. Strictly speaking, the midpoint 

is the salt works outside Port Elizabeth. 

I imagine this is where people go when 

they have lost the will to live. Because I 

am not yet ready to throw in the towel,

I choose J-Bay to hole up in. Because the 

town is so weird and ugly, it�s the perfect 

place to have a mild existential crisis. 

Driving down the main road, you can�t 

help but feel better about your own life.

The falling Rand and a relentless 

onshore wind drove me from the African 

Perfection guesthouse at Supertubes 

and thirty minutes up the road to the 

area where Saint Francis once lived and 

worked. With animals, I expect. I am here 

for a month. Maybe two. Possibly forever.

The seasons are changing faster than 

an angry wife changes the locks. Not that 

this has ever happened to me. Everyone I 

have ever dated or married knows I can�t 

be relied upon not to lose a key within a 

week of getting it. It�s the same with my 

memory. People will share the wildest 

secrets with me, usually in a bar, and 

at the end of the evening they�ll make 

me swear never to tell a soul. It�s too 

embarrassing to say I can�t remember 

what they told me, so I usually just swear 

and go home. Or forget where I parked, 

swear some more, then walk home.

So, yes. Autumn is here. For most of the 

country, anyway. Cape Town experienced 

autumn last Thursday and is now well 

into its winter. My point, if I even have 

one, is that now is the time to start 

preparing, mentally and physically, for 

the powerful winter surf that will start 

arriving after their long journey from 

wherever the hell it is that our swells 

come from. Swellandia, probably.

Some of you may think you�ve left it a bit 

late to get winter fit, but it depends on 

what condition you�re in. If you�re dead, 

it�s likely you�re beyond help. I�m only 

being kept alive by my heart, something 

I find terribly worrying. It�s my second-

favourite organ and I try to encourage 

it to continue its work by avoiding 

newspapers and not getting married a 

third time.

My fitness regimen, which started 

this morning, involves sit-ups. Well, it 

involved sitting up in bed. One doesn�t 

want to frighten one�s heart. I then went 

for a long walk from the bedroom to the 

kitchen and back. This might not seem 

like a long walk to you, but to someone 

without legs, or to a turtle, it�s a very 

long walk indeed. So let�s not judge 

distances too harshly. And don�t be a 

turtleist either. Turtles are people, too.

If you live in the Cape, you need to start 

bulking up. There�s a reason whales and 

walruses aren�t skinny, and it�s not just 

because they�re greedy pigs who can�t 

stop shovelling food into their great, 

greasy gobs. My advice is forget the 

wetsuit. They�re expensive and make you 

look like a seal.

So start putting on the pounds right 

away. You want to be packing a hefty 

25kgs of blubber around your waist by 
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T H E  B E N  T R O VAT O  C O L U M N

the time winter kicks in properly. This 

will not only keep you warm but will 

also protect your liver and help you to 

drink more beer after you�ve done your 

morning sit-up.

Sleep is important. If you forget 

to sleep you will eventually go mad 

and kill somebody, quite possibly 

yourself. Try to get at least 14 hours of 

uninterrupted sleep a day. You will wake 

up feeling energised and confused. 

Ignore the confusion. You live in South 

Africa. If you�re not confused, you�re not 

doing it right.

If, like me, you�ve had it with small 

waves and are planning to make your 

big wave debut this winter, you�ll need to 

practise your breathing. Just kidding. If 

you don�t know how to breathe, there�s 

nothing I can do for you. In fact, don�t 

come near me. There�s nothing more 

annoying than having someone sitting 

next to you exhaling when they should 

be inhaling, then getting flustered 

and passing out, making it difficult for 

women to get to the bar.

Seriously, though. Getting caught 

inside by a 15-foot set is no joke. You 

will have to be able to hold your breath 

for anything up to three days. The good 

news is that you can expand your lung 

capacity by inhaling helium. This means 

paddling out with three or four brightly 

coloured party balloons attached to your 

wrist. Don�t get the balloons shaped like 

Mickey Mouse or Minions. The other 

surfers might not take you seriously. 

When a giant close-out set approaches, 

suck on one of the balloons, shout, 

�Die, ya bastards!� and dive. Sure, you�ll 

sound like one of the Chipmunks, and 

the others will probably drown because 

they�re laughing so much, but your lungs 

will be inflated like beach balls and 

you�ll be able to stay under for a couple 

of hours. No, wait. I might have this 

wrong. What will happen is you�ll take 

off into the air. Or explode. This exercise 

needs more thought.

If Muizenberg is your local break, 

you�ll be pushing under roughly 974 

times each session. You will need to 

build up the muscles in your forearms. 

Boys, you know what to do. You�ve been 

doing it all summer, anyway. Just step 

up the programme.

Personally, I can�t stand winter. 

Beanies make me look like a car guard 

and the cold makes my toes fall off. 

Huddling around a heater just isn�t 

good enough. I need to huddle around 

the equator. 

i l l u s t r a t i o n  b y :  N a t h a n  R o o d t



Daniel Thomson, ripping on one of his own 

creations near home in New South Wales. © WALSH
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T
here�s a sublime ratio that 

exists, one that mathematicians 

have used and observed as far 

back as 500 BC. This ratio is 

shown to exist in art, nature and science.

1.6180339� and it has many names; the 

Divine Proportion, the Golden Mean, the 

Golden Rule and Phi are a few. 

It is a ratio seen in the seed patterns of 

fruits, the family tree of bees, the pyramids 

of Egypt, Renaissance paintings, the human 

body, shells, on Rasta�s boardshorts� the 

list is endless.

It�s also found, intentionally, in Dan 

Tomo�s surfboards. 

You know the boards, we�ve all seen 

them � Vaders, Evos, and Nanos � models 

pumped out by Firewire and made available 

on six continents. The outlines of Dan�s 

epoxy and PU creations are unmistakable, 

with their chiseled and beveled noses, crazy 

intriguing hulls.

These shapes are no accident. It�s not 

like Dan snapped the nose off a standard 

thruster one day, rode a couple extra waves 

and thought �gee, this feels alright!�

No, these designs � with their reduced 

swing weight and measured Phi injections 

� are the evolutionary products of Dan�s 

own shaping lineage, which dates back to 

mid 80s. Or as Phi and universe law might 

dictate � the beginning of time. 

Dan�s dad, Mark, is a bit of a character. 

He gets around Northern NSW in a shiny, 

black BMW X5 that he has converted to 

run on chip oil. To the chagrin of local 

council he recently tapped the water table 

400ft below his property to give his family 

access to unlimited pure, fresh H20. And 

if you�re visiting don�t ever expect to get 

away in a hurry. Before you can say �I�ve 

missed me dinner,� there�s a good chance 

you�ll have witnessed a demonstration 

carbon is one of Mark�s personal favourites, 

and because of his funky creations he has 

a bit of it lying around). 

Additionally, you can count on a good cup 

of tea.

Like all of us, Dan is a product of his 

environment. Thirty years after his dad 

Form as a distraction to his own tenure 

� the purest applications of Mark�s 

ceaseless experimentation, design and 

backyard eccentricities have manifested 

in Dan�s globally recognized, functional 

and forward designs. 

Designs that are now produced under 

license by Firewire, designs that occupy 

rack space in surf shops from Huntington 

to Hossegor, and designs that most notably 

have found themselves beneath the feet of 

the world�s greatest surfer. Kelly Slater.

Like most of us, Dan was surprised when 

during the Quiksilver Pro in 2015. He�d just 

bumped into him at the Snapper Surf Club 

BY JJ JENKINS
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a few days prior, started rambling about 

design and next thing Kelly�s walked off 

with one of his boards.

�Obviously hooking up with Kelly has been 

an incredible opportunity,� says Dan.

�I showed him some of the stuff I was 

working on and he was super hyped on 

it. He asked if I could give him one of my 

boards to surf, so I did and he loved it. He 

was frothing. We hit it off and have been on 

the program ever since.� 

A year has now passed since that semi-

auspicious meet-up at Snapper and Slater 

has spent many weeks and months hanging 

touching base during his travels and they 

shared a decent stint together over in West 

Oz during the 2015 Margaret River Pro.

�Kelly will like ride a board and really 

break down what works best and then 

want to work on new ways to improve that 

board, which is great because that�s how 

I work. No matter how good a board is I�m 

says Dan. �And you can�t just shape a good 

board for him, it�s got to be a magic board. 

That�s been a really big challenge and I�ve 

been enjoying that challenge, because a 

lot of the time it�s just been up to me to be 

free and create without much pressure or 

Slater�s seen, and more importantly 

�felt�, enough to keep digging, keep trying, 

keep hanging with Dan, to keep pushing 

things along. He has now chosen two 

of Dan�s designs to include in his debut 

range at Firewire. 

�I liked his dive into the alternative of 

shorter/less swing weight, and thinking 

about boards from a fundamentally 

different angle based on math and theories. 

hanging out in general,� says Slats.

�I�ve probably had about ten boards 

now. Mostly surfed them in small beach 

breaks with him and Stu Kennedy. A little 

date was at a fun river mouth-type sandbar 

runner. Probably only two-foot but plenty of 

speed, and this board just locked in to what 

the waves were that day. Really fun. 

�I�ve had some great feelings for sure. 

On the right waves the boards lock into 

something really fast and tap the energy 

easily. And they�re usually small, so you 

don�t have to move around much on the 

boards. I�ve probably struggled a little to 

work out barrels on them so far, because 

I�m used to moving forward on boards and 

an Evo of his that I rode (and broke) in tiny 

waves, and I couldn�t imagine something 

being better for the conditions. Flattish and 

slow and this board just dug into the energy 

and used it.�

during his early years in High School. He�s 

modest about the number of boards he 

reckons he�s shaped. Somewhere around 

a thousand he says. While his estimate 

may or may not be accurate, he does 

have the numbers to claim Firewire�s 

Vaders in one 12 month period) and he�s 

from the arrangement.

set himself up in California. It was an 

HE DOES HAVE THE NUMBERS TO 

CLAIM FIREWIRE’S MOST SUCCESSFUL 

SELLING MODEL (3000 VADERS IN 

ONE 12 MONTH PERIOD) 

Giving us a closer look at his 

crazy-looking but functional 

sleds above Lennox Head.
© SKENNER
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intentional move, to try and break into the 

industry and make a name for himself.

His biggest breakthrough came at the 

semi-annual Sacred Craft meet. His shapes 

� innovative and functional boards that 

stand out and are unique and haven�t been 

copied and are hand shaped � won the vote 

of the shaping pool two years running.

credible achievement. I think it probably 

helped with Firewire, to draw their attention. 

To be seen for more than wild and wacky 

designs, it�s got more cred. Like, �hey, these 

things work!�

Around home, his most reliable test pilot 

has been long-time mate and QS stalwart, 

Stu Kennedy.

Dan�s phone is now ringing off the hook 

since Stu�s infamous rampage at the 

Quiksilver Pro, stop #1 on the 2016 WSL 

Championship Tour. As an injury wildcard 

replacement, Stu tore through the draw, 

taking down the biggest names in the 

sport, including Gabriel Medina, John John 

Florence and (ironically, his new boss) Kelly 

his 0.03 loss to Kolohe was unjust, but by 

then Stu�s work had already been done. 

It�s one thing to look good in a contest 

and cause a few upsets, but Stu looked 

great. Amazing.

The model Stu was riding was called a 

DNA. No surprises with the name�

�I�ve been working with Stuey Kennedy 

a bunch. I shaped for him when he was a 

kid. It�s been fun working with him over the 

past three or four years. He has been super 

open to trying more of my wilder designs. 

There�s a level of trust on my shapes where 

most guys are a little bit hesitant, he�ll jump 

straight on anything I build and he�ll rip the 

shit out of it. It�s great to get feedback from 

guys like Stuey.�

And of course, there�s the great KS too.

� physicists such as Nassi Haremein and 

science engineers like Maurice Cottrell (he 

watches youtube clips on these dudes) � 

between their behavior in the sky and the 

way objects, surfboards primarily, move 

through water � is cool.

It would be remissive to suggest Dan is 

the only shaper in the world thinking about 

and incorporating such things � but the 

tactile manifestations of his designs, which 

are selling publicly and being used by Slater 

(and Stu) and thousands of surfers around 

Kelly Slater, hanging around in Japan 

on one of Tomo’s shapes. © U-SKEE
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the globe, are proof his applications are 

materializing, with scale.

If you can imagine yourself, for a few 

moments, sitting in the lounge room of his 

dad�s house (along with his mum, Janet, 

and a couple of squawking birds and the 

family mutt, Raja) and listening in, this is 

how Dan described his design progression:

�I think my success has been in not 

following the status quo, having the 

by jumping out of that shortboard/contest 

circus, and getting back to just enjoying 

and getting some cool results with that. 

and supersonic, military jets. I found 

the relationship between a jet travelling 

at Mach 3 � which is more or less the 

speed of sound � and the air around it, 

is similar to the experience a surfboard 

but the experience and the relationship 

is the same. So studying jets was a big 

breakthrough and it gave me a different 

angular tails came from, to reduce drag, 

and multiple concaves channel the water, 

what comes next? Where can you go? And 

naturally I started to get into the sacred 

geometry stuff, watching a few of the 

theoretical scientists and astrophysicists, 

who are trying to come up with newer and 

better ideas of reality and the nature of 

Universe is and stuff like that. So that�s 

interesting and inspiring to just sit there 

the sacred geometry stuff and that was an 

obvious connect for me with spirals and 

the barreling wave, which is what we�re 

constantly seeing and seeking in the ocean. 

So, let�s use that as a building block as a 

ways how to do that. I started plotting ratios 

in the wide points in my board then the 

classic designs from the past from other 

shapers like Lopez and Greenough and 

his spoons, and all these classic outline 

curves. So I�ve made that connection and 

it�s really tuned my eye to what a good 

curve is and what a good curve should look 

like. So I think that helped the curves in my 

boards get a much more pure look to them. 

and less arbitrary with the use of the Phi 

“I JUST FEEL WE’RE ON 

THE CUSP OF SOMETHING 

INCREDIBLE” - NEV HYMAN

Long time teamrider, Stu Kennedy, has worked 

with Dan for years, and their partnership has 

been paying off with big results.  © ELLIS
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Where I believe Dan is making an impact: 

he has thought outside of the box using 

his old man�s DNA, his own ability, a desire 

to ride something different, and even to 

the degree of being in the backyard of 

someone like George Greenough.

Every time I saw George Greenough he 

said, �Nev, get rid of the bloody nose on 

ya board, it�s dangerous and you don�t 

need it.� And that�s one thing that Dan�s 

done. But that�s not the key to his designs, 

it�s not that simple � it�s the effective 

rail that�s in the water. And that�s what 

he is focused on � that�s the bottom line 

to Dan�s design � how much of that rail 

is actually in the water. How do I make 

an effective shorter board with the right 

combination of rocker and volume. The 

board can work as well as a standard high 

performance surfboard. And Dan�s proven 

that. Guy�s are riding his boards well all 

over the world.

Whether or not he will be able to 

convince other surfers by listening to what 

they want and trusting what he thinks � 

the jury is out, I actually don�t know.

He is not shaping boards for pro 

surfers who are riding a standard high 

performance board, so therefore is he 

listening to those guys who want only 

because there�s plenty of other guys out 

there who want only those boards. So I 

think he�s in a very powerful position. 

You�ve got the technical side of making 

surfboards - Dan and Kelly have got that 

in Firewire and all of their resources. 

You�ve got the analytical skills and ability 

of those two great surfers and both are 

outside-of-the-box thinkers with analytical 

ability. And then you have those two things 

combined with the ability to ride the 

same wave over and over again in a non-

natural environment eg: Wavegarden and 

Kelly�s wave pool scenarios � that�s the 

holy trinity. Those guys are going to fuel 

everything they know, and they�re going 

going to go through the stratosphere. 

I just feel we�re really on the cusp of 

something incredible.

ratio. Instead of just going, �It�s kinda like 

how to make it perfectly aligned with the 

geometry. That�s where I�m at now.�

Slater wants to hook Dan up with 

Rodney Mullen.

�Rodney is the most technical skater of 

all time and also a kind of mathematical 

savant. He�s like the Good Will Hunting 

character a little bit. He knows things other 

people will never think of. So I think it could 

be a good idea to get Tomo to decipher 

design from Rodney�s ideas,� says Slater.

If you consider Tomo�s boards are the 

surf market�s closest resemblances to kin 

sports like Skateboarding, Kite Boarding 

and Snowboarding � near symmetrical 

shapes that allow for backwards landings, 

minimal swing weight (important!), minimal 

surface area and least resistance � it 

seems like a smart, logical move.

�I know Kelly really enjoys my short 

planing hulls, the noseless boards. I think 

he�s looking for a certain feeling that can 

allow him to surf in a sense that�s perhaps 

good for his competitive career and getting 

scores, and also coming up with something 

new that is a marketable board for him to 

sell at the same time. That�s been a tricky 

balancing act.�

�He�ll also have ideas about boards and 

we collaborate on certain things and he 

might have an idea that I didn�t even think 

of and he says �What about this, or I like 

that idea.� Then I�ll do my interpretation of 

what he�s trying to describe. So we�ve done 

quite a few boards and taken different 

angles at the creative process to try and 

get the result, but each time is different 

and all have varying results. It�s just a new 

process. We�re also just getting to know 

each other, so it�s pretty early days.�

Kelly and Tomo in the bay, working

on their next collaboration. © GLASSER

WHAT NEV HYMAN SAYS:
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t h e

C O L I S

With the crew watching on, Simon ‘the Coach’ Lowe drops 

into a bomb at the arena he reckons has no equal. ©MURRAY
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E U M

Zigzag: Having experienced it for yourself, 

tell us what is so special about Jaws that 

it draws so many to its infamous cliffs?

Simon Lowe: The thing about Jaws is that 

Perfect (adjective): having all the 

required or desirable elements, 

qualities, or characteristics. As good 

as it gets. Perfection for the most 

part is relative, especially when it 

African surfers prefer a big pit over 

anything else. 34,85% would rather 

Throw all of these together with a 

bit of size, and the perfect wave on 

from experience. After the best 

season in recent decades at Pe�ahi 

drew to a close, we caught up with 

vibe in and out of the water.

SIMON LOWE ON 

THE PERFECT WAVE

the difference 

between the 

wave of your life 

and the beating 

of your life is 

extremely small 
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You mentioned that the wave is the ultimate 

prize. Tell us why?

Dorian got that one special wave before the 

Pe�ahi contest and said he had already won prior 

There was a healthy contingent of South 

Africans out there this season. Who was 

charging, and how was the vibe in and out of 

the water with the locals? 

On days when there would be waves, all of the 

got on very well with both the locals and surfers 

largely left the best part of the day to the locals, 

used our initiative and surfed around the crowd 

ourselves well, and as the saying goes, �we let our 

we did surf the wave without safety support on Matt Bromley charging on a borrowed board, after snapping 

his own rhino chaser during another macking session. ©ONEAL 
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You spent the majority of the season 

flying back and forth between Maui and 

Oahu, and were invited to stay with one 

of the locals near Jaws. Tell us about 

the experience?

I based myself on Oahu, because 

traditionally Jaws does not break that 

often. My neighbour was the Waimea 

catholic church tower. I was lucky enough 

to stay with Phil Owen, a 56 year-old 

Hawaiian who charges the bay; his twelve 

cats, a goat and a deaf dog � just a 

I did to Jaws was Oahu � Maui � Oahu � 

same day, which did not work because I 

was buggered. The next trip Andrew and 

as you need to be ready both mentally 

Although 

not highly 

recommended 

we did surf the 

wave without 

safety support 

on numerous 

occasions.

Simon (second from left), hanging out on the rocks at Pe’ahi with fellow Saffas 

(from left) Ethan Koopmans, James Taylor, Josh Redman, Frank Solomon and Grant 

Godfrey. Hawaiian charger, Mark Healey (red vest) rounds out a great group photo. 
©NICKENS
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and physically for the wave. From then on 

I did three more trips and decided to do 

things properly, renting with Dave Stein at 

the Mangolani Inn In Paia � a bustling tourist 

town 10 minutes from Jaws. That worked. 

I made sure I got there a day before to get 

properly prepared. However, the Rand does 

not go far and Hawaii is really expensive � 

which is not a good combination. All in all, I 

exact science, but what I reckon is that if you 

want to surf Jaws then commit to staying on 

Maui, and spend the days when there is no 

surf training for the next session � it is worth 

it. To me it is a wave where extreme focus will 

pay off. 

27 January 2016 will go down in history 

as one of the most unforgettable days of 

big wave surfing. What was going on out 

there?

It was a big day, but then so too was 15 

January � when conditions were probably 

better. I did not surf on the 27th because 

the sea completely overwhelmed me when I 

got to the rocks, and I thought I could easily 

drown jumping off. Just getting to the wave 

is a freak out. You can easily break your 

board, your body, or both. I was happy with 

my decision and stoked that I could actually 

make that decision. I feel in this day and 

age with the progression of our sport, it is 

was still huge and got some bombs. Then 

there was another day where Ethan, James 

Taylor and myself scored 15 to 25-foot 

perfection by ourselves on a rising swell, and 

that was really special. The buoy read 20 foot 

at 20 seconds.

But 27 January was just mental. The waves 

across the reef. People were freaking out and 

getting beaten. Like on 15 January, almost all 

the real bombs went unridden � just off the 

I remember sitting there and seeing this 50-

foot wave doing a Teahupoo impersonation, 

and everyone just freaking out. Needless 

to say at that point, I decided to sit a little 

what you have to do otherwise you will never 

of the day and duly got my arse well and truly 

handed to me. But it was all good, and I did 

not feel that bad when the next two attempts 

� ended with severe wipeouts and two broken 

boards. At this stage, I would truly like to 

thank all the rescue teams out there.  

They were quite simply fantastic.

Sure there were those sessions on 15 and 

27 January, but all in all I think what stands 

out this winter will be the number of good 

days that this El Nino blessed Jaws and the 

NPAC � with Kai Lenny spending 20 days out 

there and still missing a few. To put it into 

context, last winter we had one good day at 

Dungeons � period!

I feel in this day 

and age with

the progression  

of our sport  

 it is important  

to know  

one’s limits
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Shane Dorian is always one of the standouts 

when Jaws is doing its crazy thing. ©BONNARME

P L A C E S  /  Z A G  4 0 . 4 

Simon went down hard on his first wave of the day 

on 15 January, after which ‘the Coach’ got back on 

the horse and charged some more. ©HEPP
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Following the success of last year�s Striped Horse 

Challenge won by Andrew Marr, Striped Horse Craft 

Beer are stoked to announce they�re back on board 

for another season. The popular Rebel Sessions 

last hosted in 2014 have also been marked down 

for this winter, so there�s major incentive for SA�s 

bravest surfers to charge this season and claim 

some hard-earned rewards � which is cool seeing 

as Twiggy, Matt Bromley and Josh Redman didn�t 

get the nod for the WSL big wave awards party.

Speaking of Josh Redman, the KZN charger was 

whisked away for his bull�s party recently by a group 

of his mates with intentions of putting the Vanilla 

Gorilla�s strength to the test. �He was bullet proof 

and couldn�t be taken down,� said photographer 

Luke Patterson when sending through the photo 

below. Quite literally bulletproof, judging by the 

paintball welts covering his torso. If his crazy air-

drop wipeout at Jaws wasn�t enough to slow Josh 

down, some booze and paintballs won�t do the job. 

While Josh prepares for his wedding and the start 

of a new chapter in his life, fellow charger Twiggy 

Baker and his wife Kate have taken the next step 

the photo Twig sent us showing daddy hacking 

a turn in the background while his little girl naps 

inches away from the shore break, the future 

charger will be in the water in no time.

In honour of the work he has been doing teaching 

physically and emotionally challenged kids and 

adults how to surf, Cape Town�s William Leadbetter 

of Walking on Waves

Inspiration to Others� award at a recent Mrs South 

Africa ceremony. If you�ve crossed paths with 

William at work in Muizenberg before, you�ll be 

certain that he is deserving of this accolade.

Just as we were about to send this issue off to the 

Adin Masencamp sustained 

an injury eerily-similar to Marshall Boulton�s on 

page 22, when his board pierced him under his chin 

rider, he wasn�t as far from civilisation as Marsh 

was, and with the help of friends was rushed to 

hospital and patched-up. Splab has since applied 

nose guards to their entire quiver.

magic hand-shaped boards have been coming out 

from M.A.T. in Strand.

After many years of loyal service, Russel 

Adshade

pursue other interests.

Sticking with industry news, the Nixon brand 

has changed hands and will now be distributed 

by Brand Mash, who are amped to take up the 

challenge of growing the label in 2016. For any 

enquiries on product and repairs contact them on 

021 020 0152 or info@brandmash.co.za

Matt McGillvray

the QS, and is looking totally fresh and rejuvenated 

with his new Rip Curl stickers on his board. Talking 

Dylan Lightfoot has 

toned down his Fox wetsuits a bit � worried perhaps 

that bright colours might attract sharks a-la Mick 

Fanning�s

St Francis local, Ricky Basnett, has been doing as 

Simon Fish the 

other day and when he pulled out his new RVCA 

wetsuit, he noticed that someone had cut the legs 

off. He wasn�t impressed and still doesn�t know 

who did it, but it�s possible it might be an angry 

kiteboarder,� said Ricky before bursting out into his 

trademark cackle without divulging further details. 

2020 Olympics in four years time, so we�ve got a 

bit of work to do if SA are aiming for a medal. The 

 are hard at work 

setting up their Hi-Performance Academy, details 

of which will be released soon, and if all goes 

according to plan, then a medal in Tokyo is perhaps 

not such a long shot. Until then, keep it real!
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Adin’s eina! 

Baby Baker, dreaming of waves.
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