




Excellence is a culmination of the right choices made for the right reasons. 

Its aim is not only to satisfy, but also to delight. For a boat to be excellent, 

it must deliver on all levels, through technological advances that instill pride 

and confidence, and design choices that ensure comfort and contentment. 

Performance, convenience, innovation, ease — Sea Ray calibrates these qualities 

for maximum impact, producing a luxury sport boating experience unlike any 

other: The SLX Experience. Orchestrated Excellence.

EXCELLENCE
IS A PRODUCT OF INTENTION

www.searay.com



THE ONE YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR
Malibu’s new M235 was designed to be nothing less than the 
most ultra-premium performance towboat the world has ever 
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#TheNewAlpha  |  #Malibu235  |  @malibuboats 

RULE THE WATER AND LIVE LARGER IN 

THE REVOLUTIONARY NEW MALIBU M235 





Design Your Dream at www.CobaltBoats.com.

Attention, perfectionists, idealist, 

and the truly obsessed everywhere.
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Life  i s  bet ter  surrounded by  family,

who are  surrounded by  f ine  uphols tery.

To experience the finer things in life, choose one of the finest things on the water. Four Winns® has

a reputation for impeccable American craftsmanship, elegant design and one of the smoothest rides on

the water with our Stable-Vee® hull. It all makes for a richer experience. And a more beautiful ride.

F O U R W I N N S . C O M

© 2015, Rec Boat Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved. 
®/TM signifi es trademarks of Four Winns, LLC or suppliers.L i f e  s h o u l d  b e  a  b e a u t i f u l  r i d e .
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Chesapeake Bay 
Anchor Tests
12 Anchors...4 Days...60 Pull Tests

S T R O N G E R .  F A S T E R .  L I G H T E R .

FORTRESS – BUILT FOR PERFORMANCE

®

(954) 978-9988
www.For tressAnchors.com

— All at Sea

— Boats.com

— Boating World

— Boating

“There was no stopping the performance 
  of the Fortress once it set into mud.”

“Fortress’ anchors performed best in the 
  four-day throw-down.”

“...the one thing I think we proved, without 
  question, is that Fortress is the master of mud.”

“The highest holding power (more than 
��������SRXQGV��FDPH�IURP�WKH�Á�XNH�DQFKRUV��
  with the Fortress FX-37 set at 45 degrees (its 
  soft-mud setting), peaking at 2,000 pounds.”

The World’s Best Anchor

FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS,
such as renewals, address changes, email preferences, billing and account status, go to boating 

mag.com/cs. You can also email BGMcustserv@cdsfulfillment.com. In the U.S. call toll free
800-289-0399 (outside the U.S. call 515-237-3697) or write to Boating Magazine, PO Box 6364, 

Harlan, IA 51593. Retail Single Copy Sales: ProCirc Retail Solutions Group, Tony DiBisceglie.



you can’t have it all? Take a look at Formula, where we don’t 
build for the masses, but we do build for you.  

ONLY AT FORMULA, it’s all about you, and it’s all about 
your choice. Our new FormulaFlex program gives you:

 • Graphic colors fully interchangeable 
 • Mix and match upholstery colors 
 • Wide range of cabin fabrics and surfaces
 • Personalized electronics placement
 • MyWay™ graphic upgrades – choose any Pantone® colors
 • More MyWay choices for cockpit, cabin, electronics

Contact your nearest Formula Dealer to learn more about 
FormulaFlex, where you’ll never see another Formula quite 
like yours!

2014 –2015

 STERNDRIVE BOWRIDER BOATS

 STERNDRIVE CUDDY AND EXPRESS BOATS

MYWAYMYWAY



By Kevin Falvey
Editorial

E

THE FANTASY FLEET
REAL BOATS FOR REAL BOATERS

EVER WATCH A CHEEZ DOODLE OR A 

red Solo cup ride the back eddy abaft your 

helm seat and make manic circles a foot 

above the cockpit sole? Of course you have. 

You’re a boater! And for 2016, we’ve packed 

Boating’s Boat Buyers Guide with a group 

of boats that will impress even those who 

know at what speed and at what trim angle 

that magical, levitating air current will be 

created. (Extra points if, with input to helm 

and throttle, you can a make that cup or chip 

drop and fly at will.)

It really is a fantasy fleet. I mean, you 

can start feeding your dreams with ocean-

romping beauties such as the Scout 420, 

Regulator 41, Everglades 360 LXC and 

Boston Whaler 270 Dauntless. Water sports? 

Malibu’s Wakesetter 25 LSV ranks high, while 

builders, such as Four Winns, delivered test 

boats equipped with the new water-sports-

centric Volvo Penta Forward Drive.

 Ranger represents bass boats in a big way, 

and we also tested a Yamaha 190 FSH, the 

one and only compact center-console powered 

by a water jet. If a personal watercraft floats 

your boat, both Sea-Doo and Yamaha are 

present and accounted for. The runabout 

section of this year’s Boat Buyers Guide 

reads like a who’s who: Bayliner, Bennington, 

Cobalt, Crownline, Formula, Lowe, Monterey, 

Premier, Sea Ray, Starcraft … chances are 

good that on these pages you can learn 

about what’s new from those who built your 

boat and those who built your neighbor’s boat.

With our certified test-results data, you 

can compare the performance of different 

boats to one another. That’s why we run 

each boat through a methodical battery of 

tests that includes collecting the fuel-burn 

data, the speed, the running angle and the 

noise levels. And once we’ve documented that 

data, we run through the test regimen again. 

Do you want to know why? 

Human error is one factor. In running the 

numbers at least twice, we ensure increased 

accuracy. Also, putting the boat through 

its paces by first running it into the wind 

or current and then running the second 

battery of tests downwind or downcurrent, 

we smooth out any anomalies or advantages 

gained by Mother Ocean’s influence. 

The chart we produce for each boat test 

gives you a great way to compare different 

On the Belzona Marine 327 Walk Around, luxury meets efficiency. Our Easy Open Sliding 

Door provides easy access to the water while our outdoor kitchen cooks the catch of the 

day. With amenities like these, the good times never stop. Boats built for the way you live. 

Proudly made in the USA
Models shown: 327 Walk Around

tel. 305.512.3200
www.BelzonaMarine.com

Your      home 

away from 

home. 



boats on the basis of economy, speed, noise 

level and more.

But the performance data also serves 

those seeking to repower their existing 

boats. While it’s true that many factors 

contribute to the overall efficiency and speed 

a given marine engine is capable of, by far 

the largest influence on these parameters is 

the horsepower-to-weight ratio. By noting 

weight and horsepower of the various test 

boats, and looking at boats that weigh close 

to what your repower project weighs, you 

can get a pretty good picture of how a given 

engine will perform. In all cases, do check the 

fine print to see how each boat was loaded 

during testing. Especially in the smaller 

sizes, a full tank and more crew aboard can 

make an appreciable difference in the boat’s 

performance data. 

Boat ownership provides a gateway to a 

lifestyle like no other. As a sport or recreational 

activity, I believe boating is unrivaled in the 

ability to bring family and friends together in 

an experience that can be shared. 

Boating’s Boat Buyers Guide is many 

things. It’s a boat-buyer’s tool, it serves as a 

cavalcade of boatbuilding superstars, and it’s 

a showcase for some of the latest propulsion, 

technology and design. We worked hard 

putting this together for you. Yes, we got to 

run some of the finest boats in the world. But 

we crossed a continent and spent many days 

away that we might have used to take our own 

families boating. So please use this guide to 

help you with your boat-buying decisions. We 

Kevin Falvey, Editor-in-Chief

editor@boatingmag.com

W Boating’s Boat Buyers Guide is many things. It’s  

a boat-buyer’s tool, it serves as a cavalcade of boatbuilding  

superstars, and it’s a showcase for some of the latest propulsion, 

technology and design.

220 Odyssey I/O

Visit Our Website Today!

Splendor Boats   9526 S. State Road 15   Silver Lake, IN 46982   800.359.7915

Small Family Business. Big Family Fun!

Visit us on Facebook!

Follow us on Twitter!

Full-Planing Catamaran DeckboatsFull-Planing Catamaran Deckboats



EVINRUDE E-TEC G2
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No boater puts a greater 

demand for torque, efficiency 

and durability on a motor 

than recreational boaters who 

vary their fun from long, idle 

speed cruises to snappy speed 

runs and repeated, throttle-

pounding acceleration for 

watersports.

Boaters looking to meet those 

operating parameters turn to 

outboards. And now the new  

Evinrude® E-TEC® G2™ delivers 

it in a way never before avail-

able to boaters: unparalleled 

fuel economy; unbeatable, 

steady power to yank riders 

from the water without yanking 

arms from sockets; easy speed 

management for steady towing 

and reliable helm response. 

Boaters get all that, plus the 

cleanest possible transom to 

easily keep tow lines clear of the 

clutter of gear other outboards 

must have.

And, yes, they want their 

outboard to turn heads.To 

accomplish all this, Evinrude 

engineers started with a clean 

sheet of paper. Their design 

objectives were to optimize fuel 

economy; make the engine easy 

on the environment; maximize 

power, control, reliability and 

convenience, all while bringing 

the greatest possible value to 

the boater in a package that 

inspires the angler’s confidence 

and imagination. And clearly, 

after our test drives, Evinrude 

did it.

We weren’t surprised that 

Evinrude built this new motor 

on a two-stroke design. With 

fewer parts, they’re lighter — 

and so much faster. Boasting 

a power stroke on every other 

revolution (not every fourth, as 

in four-strokes), they are easily 

more powerful and on much 

TOUCH CONTROL

Touch-control  display panels let 

you monitor all engine func-

tions, i-Trim, Dynamic Power 

Steering and more. Electronic 

throttle and shift allows incre-

mental speed adjustments for 

trolling or watersports. 

“The best outboard technology is that which gives 
the most torque, economy and easy, maintenance-
free operation while exceeding the most stringent 
environmental standards.” 

— George Broughton, Director of Advanced 
Engineering and Innovation
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result of the effi  cient re-design 

of the combustion chamber, 

the Evinrude E-TEC G2 has 

seen improved fuel economy, 15 

percent over the competition, 

and also reduced reportable 

emissions, up to 75 percent 

fewer than the competition. 

Less pollution means cleaner 

water, fewer fumes and a more 

pleasurable day on the water — 

and more fi sh to seek.

But Evinrude didn’t just make 

the G2 the standard for power 

and economy. They created a 

completely integrated system 

of controls no other outboard 

can off er. Integrated hydraulic 

steering is hidden in the motor 

mounts, eliminating hydraulic 

cylinders that can can snag 

ski ropes and skin ankles and 

shins. All the hydraulics, fuel 

and electrical connections are 

contained in one sleek rigging 

tube making for a far more fi sh-

able transom.

It doesn’t just look better, 

either. It works better. Evin-

rude’s proprietary ICON digital 

throttle and shift off er fantastic 

speed control, along with the 

ability to adjust trolling speeds 

up or down 10 percent at each 

touch of a button. Dynamic 

power steering changes with 

throttle settings, so you have 

the shortest possible lock-to-

lock steering for close quarters 

and the most precise, sensitive 

steering for high speeds. And 

if you are a novice, the iTrim  

feature automatically adjusts 

the engine trim to the optimum 

angle for effi  cient speed.

S P E C I A L  P R O M O T I O N A L  F E AT U R E

FUEL EFFICIENCY
1

TORQUE
1

EMISSIONS
1

Dual-axis rigging contains  every 
G2 connection in one tidy 
tube for the cleanest possible 
transom. Integrated Dynamic 
Power Steering eliminates  ex-
ternal hydraulic cylinders that 
clutter the transom area.

Convenience is important too. 

That’s why Evinrude mounted 

a two-gallon oil tank under the 

cowling. There’s also a sight 

glass under the cowl to let you 

know at a glance the fl uid is 

available and clean. Nobody 

else makes that so easy.

Confi dence and convenience 

is provided by Evinrude’s digital 

instrumentation giving a clear 

picture of every parameter of 

your engine’s operating charac-

teristics, which includes status 

codes of sensors and injectors. 

Evinrude even makes it easy 

to communicate that informa-

tion directly to your navigation 

display via NMEA 2000 data-

transfer protocols, off ering 

the clean, sleek helm stations 

today’s boaters demand.

But nothing says convenience 

like never having to drag your 

rig to the service shop — at 

least not for the fi rst fi ve years 

or 500 hours of operation. The 

competition would’ve had at 

least fi ve $180 oil changes in 

that period and as many gear-

case lube changes. There are 

no expensive mandatory valve 

adjustments, no scheduled 

service of any type. To back that 

promise, every Evinrude E-

TEC G2 comes with a fi ve year 

500-hour warranty.

The second generation of 

Evinrude E-TEC engines are 

light and the most powerful, 

reliable and maintenance-free 

outboards in their class. Maybe 

the competition needs to go 

back to class because they’ve 

clearly been schooled.

less displacement. Plus, like all 

Evinrude E-TEC engines, the 

G2 uses state-of-the-art direct 

fuel injection, which is now the 

performance standard of so 

many fi ne cars. With it, you get 

more torque and speed on less 

fuel. Not just a little more, ei-

ther — 20 percent more — and 

that’s a lot more.

Getting more power per gal-

lon also makes the G2 outboard 

kinder to the environment. As a 

EVINRUDE E-TEC G2 OUTBOARDS are available in 200 H.O., 225, 
225 H.O., 250, 250 H.O., and 300 HP models and hundreds of colors.

21% MORE MIDRANGE TORQUE THAN YAMAHA

28% MORE MIDRANGE TORQUE THAN MERCURY

EVINRUDE E-TEC G2 250 HO YAMAHA 250 SHO MERCURY 250 PRO XS OptiMax

1 Based on BRP testing and advertised features of  each competitive manufacturer at the time of  printing.
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I
 I’M NOT SURE IF THERE EVER 

has been a solid definiton for 

 the boats we call “runabouts.” At 

various times, boats with two and 

three cockpits, with and without 

windshields, and with either an 

open or closed bow configuration 

have all borne the runabout 

moniker. Runabouts have been as 

long as 40 feet or as compact 

as 12 or 13 feet length overall. 

Runabouts have been powered 

by inboards and outboards, and by 

engines that burn gas and diesel. 

The one thing they all possessed 

in common, the core attribute 

of the group, was the ability to 

provide fun for their owners in 

more than just one way. We define 

a runabout, then, as a boat built for 

fun first and specific uses second.

       Here are 19 runabouts and 

two personal watercraft. We’ve 

run and inspected them all, and 

bring more than two centuries of 

combined boating experience to 

bear in producing this guide for 

you. Have fun. — Kevin Falvey

18 BAYLINER VR5
20 COBALT CS3
21 COBALT R30
22 COBALT R5WSS SURF
24 CROWNLINE 225 SS
26 FORMULA 290 BR
28 FOUR WINNS TS 242  
30 GLASTRON GT 240 OB
32 MALIBU WAKESETTER 25 LSV
34 MONTEREY 238SS ROSWELL 

SURF EDITION
36 NAUTICSTAR 211 ANGLER 
38 SCARAB 255 IMPULSE 

WAKE EDITION
40 SEA-DOO SPARK (PWC)
42 SEA RAY 19 SPX 
44 SPLENDOR 220 ODYSSEY I/O
46 STARCRAFT SCX 230 OB
47 STARCRAFT STAR STEP 230 OB
48 STINGRAY 191 DC
50 YAMAHA 242 LIMITED S E-SERIES
51 YAMAHA 242 X E-SERIES
52 YAMAHA VX LIMITED (PWC)
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Formula’s 290 BR (page 26) 

is a true modern runabout, a 

larger, faster and sleeker  

version of the classic style.

172016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE BOATINGMAG.COM



182016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE BOATINGMAG.COM

2016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE

I

BAYLINER
VR5
IN THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF MANY 

boaters, there is no boat style more iconic 

than the family bowrider. It’s trailerable, 

sporty, and versatile enough to handle 

tow sports or a jaunt around the local lake. 

One drawback, however, is that the style 

known as the bowrider isn’t always so 

accommodating in the bow. 

The new Bayliner VR5 aims to remedy 

that with its BeamForward design that 

carries the 8-foot width up through the bow’s 

seating arrangement. In addition, Bayliner 

moved the swim platform farther aft to free 

up additional space in the main cockpit, a 

process the builder calls AftAdvantage. That 

means this 20-footer has room up front for 

folks to stretch out. That combined with the 

high-freeboard design makes this a small 

family boat with the space and security you’d 

want on the water. And it sells for the price of 

other builders’ 18-footers.

X High freeboard keeps 
passengers safe and secure.

X Portside cockpit seat 
adjusts to face aft, which 
helps spotters keep an eye on 
tubers, skiers and boarders.

X BeamForward design 
creates extra space in the bow.

X AftAdvantage moves the 
swim platform aft to add 
interior space.

SPECS
X LOA: 20'4" X Beam: 8'0" 
X Dry Weight: 3,400 lb. 
X Seating Capacity: 9 
X Fuel Capacity: 33 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: 200 hp MerCruiser 4.5L 

sterndrive

DRIVE/PROP: Alpha Drive/14¼" x 17" 

3-blade aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 1.95:1

FUEL LOAD: 33 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 420 lb.

PRICE

$26,999 (with test power)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.17  4.80  1.30  3.21  3.69  95  110  1  64 

1500  6.17  7.10  2.60  2.37  2.73  70  81  3  67 

2000  7.04  8.10  3.50  2.01  2.31  60  69  5  71 

2500  13.64  15.70  5.70  2.39  2.75  71  82  7  77 

3000  21.90  25.20  6.50  3.37  3.88  100  115  2  78 

3500  29.02  33.40  8.10  3.58  4.12  106  122  2  80  

4000  32.85  37.80  11.00  2.99  3.44  89  102  2  82 

4500  36.50  42.00  14.40  2.53  2.92  75  87  2  87 

4900  40.06  46.10  16.80  2.38  2.74  71  81  2  87   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

For entertainment, the standard stereo 

system features MP3 and iPod inputs so you 

can bring your tunes from home. Six cup 

holders adorn the boat, along with six grab 

handles. The full wrap-around windshield 

keeps the driver and co-pilot, as well as any 

passengers on the L-shaped lounge in the 

cockpit, protected from the wind. An insole 

ski locker swallows up any toys you want 

to bring out for the day. The sun pad on the 

engine hatch makes a great area to stage 

tow sports or to just to kick back and catch 

some rays. A segment to starboard flips up 

to reveal the transom walk-through. The 

portside cockpit seat adjusts to face aft, 

making it the perfect seat for the spotter to sit 

while engaging in tubing or water skiing.

As for performance, the 200 hp 

MerCruiser 4.5L engine in our test 

boat helped the VR5 climb onto plane 

in 4.5 seconds and race to 30 mph in 

9.2 seconds. With two adults on board and 

a full tank of fuel, we pushed the boat to 

46.1 mph. More importantly, the V-hull — 

which tapers to 20 degrees of deadrise at the 

transom — felt predictable in tight turns at 

30 mph and handled a light wind chop on the 

lake without any uncomfortable pounding. 

To aid in hosing down the boat, or should 

water get into the cockpit, Bayliner built in a 

self-bailing liner to quickly whisk the water 

overboard. Safe, secure and spacious — three 

words that help to define the VR5.
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Contact
BAYLINER BOATS Knoxville, Tennessee; 360-435-8957; bayliner.com
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COBALT
CS3
THE NEW CS3 FROM COBALT BOATS IS 

truly a new design from stem to stern. Cobalt 

designed the CS3 to be a gateway boat the 

way the 3 Series is to the BMW line of cars. 

That is to say, Cobalt did not skimp on quality 

and performance to build a bowrider with an 

affordable sticker price.

You can see that quality at the 

dock in the CS3’s sporty profile and 

graphics. The swim platform extends 

well aft of the transom and features 

Cobalt’s patented flip-down swim 

step. When actuated by a simple 

stainless-steel lever, the swim step 

drops down to create a seat or step in 

the water that makes reboarding 

easy after a towing session or a swim 

at anchor. Note too how the swim 

platform is protected on either side 

by integrated, L-shaped fenders — 

they look like hockey sticks — with 

X Fold-down sport arch is 
easy to deploy and helps with 
trailering, off-season  storage 
or even going under low 
bridges on the water.

X New Titanium interior fab-
ric choice provides a fresh and 
aggressive style in the cockpit 
upholstery.

X Flip-down swim step 
makes reboarding from the 
water a nonissue.

SPECS
X LOA: 23'8" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,700 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 12/1,695 lb. X Fuel 

Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Volvo Penta V8-300

DRIVE/PROP: G-DP/F6 Duoprop 

stainless-steel propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.14:1

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

PRICE

$79,995 (with test power)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.91  4.50  1.30  3.01  3.46  135  156  1  70 

1500  6.34  7.30  2.20  2.88  3.32  130  149  2  72 

2000  7.91  9.10  3.40  2.33  2.68  105  120  4  75 

2500  12.69  14.60  4.80  2.64  3.04  119  137  5  77 

3000  18.07  20.80  5.60  3.23  3.71  145  167  3  79 

3500  23.64  27.20  8.50  2.78  3.20  125  144  2  81 

4000  28.59  32.90  10.00  2.86  3.29  129  148  2  83 

4500  33.11  38.10  12.00  2.76  3.18  124  143  2  84 

5000  36.58  42.10  16.00  2.29  2.63  103  118  2  86 

5700  42.67  49.10  23.00  1.86  2.13  83  96  2  89   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

stainless-steel rail inserts. Also note there 

are two transom walk-throughs, one to either 

side of the sun pad that is mounted on the 

engine hatch.

Once inside the cockpit, you’ll note the 

spacious feel of the interior. Cobalt achieves 

this with its Free Space Reclamation process 

during the build, which adds nearly 

an extra foot of interior width to 

the cockpit. There’s seating along the 

transom and both gunwales, and 

an adjustable backrest on the port 

console seating so the co-pilot can 

face forward or backward.

Performance? The Cobalt CS3 

does not disappoint. When paired 

with the 300 hp Volvo Penta 

sterndrive package, it topped out 

close to 50 mph. Planing speed was 

particularly impressive and took 

just 2.9 seconds from a dead stop. It 

reached 30 mph in a zippy 5.5 seconds. The 

boat tracks true at low speeds, gracefully 

carves sporty turns at 30 mph, and handles 

any lake chop thrown its way without 

discernable pounding, flexing or rattling. 

That’s a testament to Cobalt’s design and 

build process. Our test boat featured Volvo 

Penta’s EVC (electronic vessel control); with 

the Trim Assist button, we always cruised 

at the right attitude, without having to touch 

the trim on the throttle.
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Contact
COBALT BOATS Neodesha, Kansas; 800-468-5764; cobaltboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the CS3, 

scan this tag or 
visit boatingmag

.com/bbg16/
cobaltcs3.
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COBALT
R30
THE COBALT R30 IS A LARGE LUXURY 

day boat with the room to fit a crowd and 

the amenities to entertain them. This Yacht 

Certified bowrider has a fantastic interior 

layout, made all the better by the extra room 

gained from Cobalt’s Free Space Reclamation 

build process. By shaving fiberglass off the 

hull and deck in the mold while maintaining 

full strength and structural integrity, Cobalt 

X Helm features a “Glass 
Cockpit” design that elimi-
nates gauges and replaces 
them with screens.

X Electrically actuated swim 
step makes entering the 
water and reboarding easy.

X Aft sun pad features two 
backrests that allow the 
loungers to sit or recline.

XWrap-around windshield 
features a stainless-steel top.

speCS 
X LOA: 30'8" X Beam: 9'6" 
X Dry Weight: 8,800 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: Yacht Certified 
X Fuel Capacity: 116 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINES: Twin Volvo Penta V8-300s

DRIVE/PROPS: G-DP/F5 Duoprops

GEAR RATIO: 2.14:1

FUEL LOAD: 75 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 360 lb.

PRICE

$198,243 (with test power)

adds nearly a foot of interior width.

Bimini, arch or hardtop? There are plenty 

of choices for sun protection. A new sliding 

shade extends coverage farther aft. The main 

cockpit sports a plush transom bench that 

can seat four passengers, a jump seat behind 

the captain’s chair at the helm, and a double-

wide bench in front of the port console that 

has a fore-and-aft-adjusting backrest. A Yeti 

cooler hides inside the fiberglass 

base. The head inside the port 

console is spacious and well 

appointed with a Corian countertop 

and houses a stainless-steel sink, a 

fiberglass sole with vinyl walls, and 

a porcelain pump-out toilet.

The bow cockpit has space to 

either side for passengers to fully 

recline with flip-up armrests 

that are sturdy enough to support 

the full weight of an adult male 

standing atop them. The anchor 

locker is easy to access and drains 

outboard, and the anchor smartly 

hides underneath the bow. Recessed 

stainless-steel grab rails provide safety up 

front without sacrificing any style points.

While at anchor, the aft sun pad provides 

another lounging point, and it features twin 

pop-up backrests. When it’s time to get in the 

water, the electrically actuated swim 

step can raise and lower into the 

water at the push of a button.

Though offered with a single 

engine, our test boat had twin Volvo 

Penta V8-300 sterndrives, which 

propelled the R30 to a near-60 

mph top-end speed. We planed 

in 3.7 seconds and hit 30 mph 

in 6.5 seconds. Twin Duoprops 

(contra-rotating propsets) gave the 

R30 exceptional bite when making 

hardover turns at speed. The propsets 

also helped make docking a breeze.
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To watch our video 
review of the R30, 

scan this tag or 
visit boatingmag

.com/bbg16/
cobaltr30.

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.39  6.20  2.60  2.07  2.38  216  249  1  70 

1500  7.39  8.50  4.90  1.51  1.73  157  181  2  74 

2000  8.60  9.90  8.30  1.04  1.19  108  125  6  77 

2500  10.95  12.60  12.00  0.91  1.05  95  110  4  80 

3000  19.38  22.30  15.00  1.29  1.49  135  155  3  83 

3500  29.55  34.00  17.00  1.74  2.00  181  209  2  85 

4000  33.98  39.10  23.00  1.48  1.70  154  177  2  86 

4500  39.10  45.00  29.00  1.35  1.55  141  162  2  88 

5000  44.23  50.90  43.00  1.03  1.18  107  124  2  90 

5500  46.66  53.70  48.00  0.97  1.12  101  117  2  91 

5900  51.88  59.70  61.00  0.85  0.98  89  102  2  94   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

2016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE
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COBALT
R5WSS SURF
COBALT HAS BEEN OUTFITTING ITS 

R Series of runabouts for water-sports duty in 

its WSS line, which stands for Water Sports 

Series. The new Volvo Penta Forward Drive 

has allowed Cobalt to carry that forward 

— literally — to create the R5WSS Surf, a 

sterndrive boat you can surf behind. 

How? It’s all about that Volvo Penta 

Forward Drive.

In building the Forward Drive, 

Volvo Penta borrowed from its IPS 

technology, which places the props 

forward rather than aft of the gear 

case. In this construction, the 

propellers actually pull the boat 

rather than push it through the 

water. By placing the propellers in 

front of the drive, Volvo moved the 

props 21 inches farther forward 

in the water so that they are safely 

tucked under the extended swim 

X Zero Off GPS speed control 
lets the driver set the boat to 
optimal surf speeds, typically 
between 10 to 12 mph.

X Push-button ballast con-
trols fill the port, centerline 
and starboard ballast tanks 
to set to the surfer’s liking. 

X Volvo Penta Forward Drive 
provides a wakesurf platform 
with adjustable thrust to fine 
tune your wake.

SPECS
X LOA: 25'8" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 4,880 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 14/2,250 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Volvo Penta V8-300 sterndrive

DRIVE/PROP: Forward Drive/K4 

stainless-steel propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.14:1

FUEL LOAD: 8 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

PRICE

$132,915 (with test power)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.43  5.10  1.50  2.95  3.40  133  153  1  66 

1500  6.52  7.50  2.40  2.72  3.13  122  141  3  67 

2000  7.65  8.80  3.80  2.01  2.32  91  104  4  71 

2500  10.17  11.70  6.50  1.56  1.80  70  81  5  72 

3000  15.38  17.70  8.00  1.92  2.21  87  100  3  76 

3500  23.90  27.50  10.40  2.30  2.64  103  119  2  80 

4000  28.15  32.40  11.90  2.37  2.72  106  123  2  83 

4500  33.02  38.00  14.80  2.23  2.57  100  116  2  84 

5000  36.76  42.30  21.80  1.69  1.94  76  87  2  85 

5500  39.97  46.00  28.60  1.40  1.61  63  72  2  87   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

platform and away from the surfer. This is 

essential in wakesurfing because the rider 

surfs the wave tight to the boat, sometimes 

within inches of the swim platform.

The R5WSS Surf has other amenities 

to make it surfable as part of its exclusive 

wakesurf system. It includes custom-

built tabs and Zero Off GPS speed 

control, which can set the speed 

to create the desired wake. The 

wakesurf computer lets the driver 

fill the ballast tanks to port, center 

and starboard to sculpt the wake 

with the push of a button. There’s 

even a performance-mode button; 

press it to get on plane and go, even 

with 2,000 pounds of ballast in 

the tanks. The sport arch features 

Samson swiveling board racks to 

hold the quiver and stereo speakers 

to blast the tunes. Everything can be 

controlled by the media center at the helm. 

The Surf package also adds custom graphics 

and interior accents.

The Forward Drive makes surfing possible, 

but it doesn’t compromise performance. When 

it’s time to get up and go, the R5WSS Surf is 

still a sporty runabout, climbing onto plane 

in 4.2 seconds, hitting 30 mph in 9.6 seconds, 

and reaching a top speed of 46 mph. Overall, 

Cobalt engineers have developed a safe, 

efficient and surfable ride.
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Contact
COBALT BOATS Neodesha, Kansas; 800-468-5764; cobaltboats.com

To watch our 
video review of the 

R5WSS Surf, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag
.com/bbg16/
cobaltr5wss.
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(866) 395-3052

Contact your nearest dealer by using 

the dealer locator at 

harrispontoonboats.com or calling
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CROWNLINE
225 SS
THE CHECK BOX FOR “FUN TO DRIVE”

is always at the top of our runabout 

evaluation list, and we marked it with an 

exclamation point after putting the new 

2016 Crownline 225 SS through its paces. 

Credit the Crownline F.A.S.T. Tab hull for 

extra smiles per gallon. Vented chines aerate 

the running surface to reduce drag, and the 

finlike tabs keep those vents from producing 

handling quirks. The hull sticks in turns, 

is responsive to trim, and really airs out at 

speed. Chop back the throttle and you can 

feel the vents working as the boat glides along 

for quite some distance before finally settling 

off plane. 

To compete in the crowded field of 

midsize runabouts, this Crownline offers a 

cockpit with a little extra elbow room thanks 

to its L-wrap seating to port with a backrest 

at the console that pivots to face forward or 

aft. The area behind the captain’s flip-bolster 

X Hinged sun pad can be 
propped up to create an aft-
facing rumble-seat lounge.

X L-wrap layout creates a 
spacious, comfortable cockpit.

X Crownline’s construction 
process creates a smooth ride 
and great performance.

X Dash features a designated 
area for a GPS.

SPECS
X LOA: 22'3" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 4,690 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 10/1,442 lb.  
X Fuel Capacity: 43 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Single 300 hp 

MerCruiser 350 MAG 

DRIVE/PROP: MerCruiser Bravo Three 

26" propset 

GEAR RATIO: 2.20:1 

FUEL LOAD: 32 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb. 

PRICE

$72,500 (MSRP with test power)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.87  5.60  1.80  2.70  3.11  105  120  3  68 

1500  6.43  7.40  2.90  2.22  2.55  86  99  4  73 

2000  7.82  9.00  5.20  1.50  1.73  58  67  8  81 

2500  16.16  18.60  5.90  2.74  3.15  106  122  7  80 

3000  23.72  27.30  7.30  3.25  3.74  126  145  4  84 

3500  29.81  34.30  10.40  2.87  3.30  111  128  4  83 

4000  34.24  39.40  13.30  2.57  2.96  100  115  3  84 

4500  38.93  44.80  18.50  2.10  2.42  81  94  3  88 

5000  42.58  49.00  23.00  1.85  2.13  72  82  3  91 

5140  44.40  52.00  24.10  1.84  2.16  71  84  3  91   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

helm seat is open so there’s easy access to 

the swim platform. Whether the crew is hot 

to get in on the water-sports action or you 

are anchored and socializing with a crowd 

aboard, this layout grants the 225 SS a highly 

functional cockpit.

Crownline provides for provisions with a 

25-quart carryout cooler that stows below the 

platform walk-through, and a drained, built-

in cooler below the aft seat cushion. Music 

lovers will appreciate a standard six-speaker 

Jensen Marine audio system with two 

speakers at the swim platform. There’s a long 

list of premium audio options available.

Fit and finish are generally good, and 

we noticed that all the grab rails are formed 

of robust, 1-inch-diameter stainless-steel 

tubing. The four-step swim ladder is equally 

robust, and there’s a grab handle positioned 

so even short-arm swimmers can climb 

back aboard. We like the way the aft seat 

base is hinged to improve service access 

to the front of the engine, and the light 

under the engine hatch is aimed right at the 

big storage compartment to port. This boat is 

loaded with the polished stainless steel that’s 

a Crownline signature, seen everywhere 

from the windshield header to logos on the 

hull to an inset in the bucket-seat back. 

The only thing brighter may be your smile 

as you go zipping across the lake in this 

entertaining bowrider.
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Contact
CROWNLINE BOATS West Frankfort, Illinois; 618-937-6426;  crownline.com 
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FORMULA
290 BR
FORMULA HAS BEEN LONG HERALDED 

as a brand that goes a step beyond, and the 

290 BR is proof. See it from afar and your eye 

can’t help but notice the gleaming hull sides, 

the result of Formula opting for Imron paint 

for colors and graphics. Step closer and note 

that the deck and cockpit liner are part of 

one continuous mold as is the head 

compartment, the latter finished off 

with a genuine Corian countertop 

and porcelain head. The attention 

to the smallest details extends to 

seat cushions that are designed to 

stay in the open position without 

gas shocks when accessing stowage, 

double-needle stitching and Torx 

fasteners on the dash, linked latches 

on the walk-through windshield, and 

Formula’s infamous “clocking” of 

screws in the rub rail.

The second-largest model in 

X Plush, feature-rich helm 
station includes a dual-
position double-wide seat.

X Color-coordinated cockpit 
table comes with a Corian top, 
filler cushion and polished 
drink holders.

X Popular options include 
a stainless-steel sport arch, 
extended swim platform with 
seat, and starboard wet bar 
with Corian countertop.

SPECS
X LOA: 29'0" X Beam: 9'0" X Dry 

Weight: 8,950 lb. X Seating/Weight 

Capacity: Yacht Certified 
X Fuel Capacity: 122 gal.

 HOW WE TESTED
ENGINES: Twin MerCruiser 377 MAG ECTs

DRIVE/PROPS: Bravo Three/

26" propsets

GEAR RATIO: 2.2:1

FUEL LOAD: 42 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 570 lb.

PRICE

$216,880 (with test power)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.21  6.00  3.70  1.41  1.62  155  178  0  63 

1500  7.04  8.10  5.50  1.28  1.47  141  162  0  71 

2000  8.43  9.70  9.40  0.90  1.03  98  113  0  74 

2500  12.95  14.90  13.80  0.94  1.08  103  119  0  77 

3000  23.11  26.60  15.60  1.48  1.71  163  187  0  77 

3500  29.89  34.40  21.10  1.42  1.63  156  179  0  82 

4000  35.41  40.75  28.90  1.23  1.41  135  155  0  83 

4500  39.02  44.90  36.10  1.08  1.24  119  137  0  86 

5000  43.93  50.55  48.50  0.91  1.04  99  114  0  86 

5180  45.75  52.65  50.90  0.90  1.03  99  114  0  86   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

Formula’s bowrider line, the 290’s interior 

has been redesigned for 2016 with an eye 

on versatility. Stretch out on the deep bow 

cockpit’s wrap-around bench, or remove the 

filler cushions and enjoy two forward-facing 

seats in front of each console. Pack in the 

passengers on the main cockpit’s 12-foot-plus 

L-shaped lounge where they can sit 

around the optional dual-height table 

or, if they tilt the portside forward 

backrest toward the stern, the first 

mate gets a private seat behind the 

console. A sun pad faces the optional 

extended swim platform, the latter a 

massive 6 feet 

6 inches wide and 3 feet 6 inches 

deep. Pivot the cockpit bench’s 

backrest forward and you’ve got a 

5-foot by 3-foot-8-inch waterside sun 

bed with a headrest.

The 290’s formidable combination 

of length, weight and the deep 22-degree 

deadrise at the transom make it more than 

able to handle the toughest lake, as well 

as lumpy offshore conditions. With twin 

MerCruiser 377 MAG engines and Bravo 

Three sterndrives, we noted a 7.7-second time 

to plane and reached 30 mph in less than 

2 seconds more. We wrung out a top speed 

of 52.7 mph. En route, the boat handled 

with finesse, displaying an agility that belies 

its size.
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Contact
FORMULA BOATS Decatur, Indiana; 800-736-7685; formulaboats.com

 To watch our video 
review of the 290 

BR, scan this tag or 
visit boatingmag

.com/bbg16/
formula290br.



the offshore life

powered by

regulatormarine.com  |  252.482.3837  |  Edenton, North Carolina

Introducing the first-ever Regulator 41.  

It’s built to fish. It’s designed for comfort.  

It’s everything you’ve ever wanted in a luxury 

sportfisher with the legendary fit, finish &  

ride that only Regulator can deliver.

it’s time to go 

 OFFSHORE
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FOUR WINNS
TS 242
TO MAKE A SURFING WAVE, YOU NEED 

to make a big hole in the water and let it 

roll up behind the boat. But when you’re 

done surfing, most boaters want added 

maneuverability and trimmable running 

angles for the smoothest possible cruise. 

When you’re surfing, you need to know that 

the prop is safely away from any possible 

contact with the rider. Enter the Four Winns 

TS 242 (Tow Series) with Volvo Penta’s 

new Forward Drive system that tucks the 

props up under the transom, facing forward 

for maximum bite on the water while 

eliminating risk to swimmers behind the 

platform. Further, in our tests, Forward 

Drive gave the TS 242 full dexterity in both 

forward and reverse, easing docking with 

control from directional thrust that inboard 

wake boats won’t give.

For surfers and wake riders, this system 

works, eliciting a “cowabunga” from surfers 

X This may be the most 
surfable platform we’ve seen 
with the Forward Drive

X Forward Drive puts props 
under the transom, safely 
away from swimmers.

XWide transom 
platform adds more fun 
real estate for passengers 
to enjoy water sports 
or swimming.

SPECS
X LOA: 24'5" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 4,660 lb. 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 

14/2,100   lb. X Fuel Capacity: 58 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Volvo Penta V-8 350 hp

DRIVE/PROPS: Forward Drive/K3 

3-blade stainless-steel propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.14:1  

FUEL LOAD: 35 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 600 lb.

PRICE

$104,615 (as tested, 
including trailer) 

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.43  5.10  1.20  3.69  4.25  3  4   1  67 

1500  6.21  7.15  1.90  3.27  3.76  3  3   1  67 

2000  7.21  8.30  3.10  2.33  2.68  2  2   4  70 

2500  8.78  10.10  4.80  1.83  2.10  2  2   6  74 

3000  13.47  15.50  6.90  1.95  2.25  2  2   7  80 

3500  21.20  24.40  9.20  2.30  2.65  2  2   3  82 

4000  25.63  29.50  9.80  2.62  3.01  2  3   3  83  

4500  30.07  34.60  13.90  2.16  2.49  2  2   2  84 

5000  33.67  38.75  19.10  1.76  2.03  2  2   2  85 

5500  36.93  42.50  25.10  1.47  1.69  1  2   1  92 

5700  38.50  44.31  26.50  1.45  1.67  1  2   1  92   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

while providing the crew on board with 

a stylish, radical look and a comfortable 

ride. Forward, the bow’s flat blade stem 

adds beam-forward seating comparable to 

deck boats.

The Tow Series features a wakeboard 

tower, ballast tanks and fast-fill-and-empty 

pumps for convenience. Wrap-around 

seating with a full sun pad provides a roomy 

amphitheater for observers. Our test boat 

had a SeaDek surf pad on the swim platform, 

which offered comfort, secure footing, and a 

mar-resistant finish to protect it from boards 

and their fins.

Entertainment comes from a superb 

factory-installed stereo system, and we’d 

have to recommend cannon speakers with 

the sound bar located above to complement 

coaming-mounted speakers throughout the 

boat. With Bluetooth connectivity, anybody 

on board can be the DJ.

For the skipper, the helm station’s bucket 

seat swivels aft for at-anchor lounging, 

but while driving, the view forward was 

commanding with or without the seat bolster 

flipped up. The throttle is beautifully placed 

for easy control, but the ability to program 

automatic tow profiles into the speed-control 

system means the skipper only needs to touch 

the throttle twice — once to engage it and 

once to disengage it to pick up the satisfied 

board rider.
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Contact
FOUR WINNS Cadillac, Michigan; 231-775-1351  ; fourwinns.com
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GLASTRON
GT 240 OB
THE GT 240 IS A NEW PINNACLE IN

engineering for the Glastron brand. 

Glastron was one of the first production boat 

companies to convert from wood to fiberglass 

and, in so doing, challenge the norms of 

hull shape and style with this durable, rot-

proof and conformable material. Its heritage 

includes one of the first tri-hull boats and the 

game-changing performance of the storied 

Art Carlson series from James Bond movies.

In its first days, Glastron performance 

was founded on outboard power back when 

35 ponies meant an outrageous machine. 

But the company has taken that heritage of 

speed and innovation to a new height with 

its 300 hp-rated GT 240 OB. By combining 

light, high-output outboard power with an 

aluminum transom bracket, the GT 240 OB 

easily broke 53 mph in our tests.

The ride was solid, and the handling was 

confident. She held her ground in turns and 

responded to adjustments of trim quickly, 

settling into the best running attitude for any 

speed or turn. That’s thanks to the marriage 

of Evinrude’s new G2 bracket and integrated 

power steering. The solid connection to the 

bracket with the additional reinforcement 

of lightweight aluminum gussets inside, 

and the setback from the transom allow this 

outboard to gulp solid water through its 

beefy propeller, creating enormous torque 

and a solid hookup for tight, high-speed 

maneuvering and acceleration. What a hole 

shot! It put us back in our seats.

It’s hard not to wax poetic over such 

an efficient application of power, but, in 

addition to speed, there are other things this 

setup brings to the boater, like enormous 

storage compartments to keep the deck clear 

for the enjoyment of guests. There’s a full 

beam-to-beam sun pad and, behind it, an 

unobstructed swim platform. Go ahead and 

X Exterior styling 
and gelcoat graphics 
billboard Glastron’s 
performance reputation.

X Bow seating is deep and 
luxurious with just the right 
firmness to complement the 
boat’s sporty appeal.

X Factory-installed stereo 
brings onboard entertainment.

X Easy-access reboarding 
ladder adds convenience.

SPECS
X LOA: 24'0" X Beam: 8'4" 
X Dry Weight: 4,050 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 13/3,000 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 52 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: 300 hp Evinrude G2

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Evinrude RX4 

15" x 18" 

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 35 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

PRICE

$60,133  (with test power and trailer)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.34  6.15  0.70  7.63  8.79  357  411  1  66 

1500  6.60  7.60  2.00  3.30  3.80  155  178  4  77 

2000  8.52  9.80  3.70  2.30  2.65  108  124  5  81 

2500  9.60  11.05  5.50  1.75  2.01  82  94  5  80 

3000  22.20  25.55  6.40  3.47  3.99  162  187  4  79 

3500  27.24  31.35  8.10  3.36  3.87  157  181  3  85 

4000  30.67  35.30  10.40  2.95  3.39  138  159  2  87 

4500  33.93  39.05  12.50  2.71  3.12  127  146  2  90 

5000  37.93  43.65  15.30  2.48  2.85  116  134  2  92 

5500  41.67  47.95  18.90  2.20  2.54  103  119  1  94 

6000  46.06  53.00  23.70  1.94  2.24  91  105  1  93    

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

try to find an outboard competitor with such 

a clean rigging system.

Glastron took further advantage of this 

power by adding an optional wakeboard 

tower with a Bimini top. You won’t need an 

explanation of the spacious, comfortable 

seating — it’s the next thing after the boat’s 

flashy exterior that grabs “oohs” and “ahhs.”

Glastron has come a long way in nearly 

60 years of boatbuilding. It’s hard to imagine 

what it will do to top the GT 240 OB.
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Contact
GLASTRON BOATS Cadillac, Michigan; 231-775-1351; glastronboats.com



THE BEST VALUE IN FAMILY FUN

Lowe Super Sport pontoons deliver incredible value and reliable 

performance, with all the comfort-minded amenities you and your 

active family need for fun-filled days on the water. Lowe is dedicated to 

providing ultimate quality at an unbeatable price—so you get to enjoy 

maximum satisfaction.

Lowe 

SS 210
W/ MERCURY 60-HP ELPT 

COMMAND THRUST
$17,995  

 Nationally Advertised Price  

includes Instant Savings Dollars

See loweboats.com for details

*Nationally Advertised Price does not include 
dealer prep, freight or optional equipment.
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MALIBU
WAKESETTER 25 LSV
THE BIGGEST MALIBU WATER-SPORTS 

boat, the Wakesetter 25 LSV is all about 

producing that perfect ride, whether your 

sport of choice is wakeboarding, wakeskating 

or wakesurfing. All three activities benefit 

from a supersized, cleanly shaped wake. 

Malibu achieves the size portion 

of this equation first with ballast, 

adding up to 1,475 pounds of hidden 

weight that is split evenly between 

rigid built-in tanks located below 

both the bow and stern. For the truly 

hardcore water-sports enthusiast, 

additional ballast bags can easily 

be added via proprietary “Plug ‘N’ 

Play” connections. Further wake-

boosting capability comes from 

Malibu’s exclusive Power Wedge II. 

This optional, transom-mounted 

hydrofoil helps the boat to plane 

when in “lift” mode, and then 

XMalibu’s Command Center, 
a pair of touch-screen helm 
displays, provides control of  
the ballast, Power Wedge, 
Surf Gate, speed and more.

X Optional analog control dial 
offers physical control of the 
above features while allowing 
focus to remain on driving.

X Power Wedge II can  also be 
used to keep the bow down 
for quick planing and great 
forward vision.

SPECS
X LOA: 25'0" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 5,600 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 19/2,679 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 77 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Indmar 6.2L Monsoon 450 HO

PROP: Acme 15" x 12" 4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.76:1

FUEL LOAD: 77 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 350 lb.

PRICE

$158,672 (MSRP as tested )

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.26  4.90  1.50  2.84  3.27  197  226  0  66 

1500  6.00  6.90  2.25  2.66  3.07  185  213  1  67 

2000  7.21  8.30  3.26  2.21  2.55  153  176  3  72 

2500  8.26  9.50  5.19  1.59  1.83  110  127  5  75 

3000  11.12  12.80  7.70  1.44  1.66  100  115  7  78 

3500  17.25  19.85  10.20  1.69  1.95  117  135  7  83 

4000  22.44  26.40  11.35  1.92  2.32  133  161  5  86 

4500  25.20  29.64  15.22  1.66  1.94  115  134  4  87 

5000  28.90  34.05  19.50  1.50  1.74  104  121  3  88 

5500  32.13  37.80  24.40  1.28  1.55  89  107  3  92    

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

creates a bigger wake when it is set to the 

“rider” position. Combined with the optional, 

stylish G4 water-sports tower that anchors 

the tow rope high above the roomy and 

amenable cockpit, the Wakesetter promises 

to launch riders high off the wake for 

maximum airtime.

Fine-tuning that wake for the 

surf crowd is Malibu’s proprietary 

Surf Gate, or twin vertical tabs that 

lay adjacent to the swim platform. 

When the port or starboard gate is 

extended outward, it disrupts the 

convergent point of water coming off 

the hull sides, further boosting and 

cleaning up the wake’s shape on a 

rider’s preferred side. Thanks to the 

fast-acting gates, switching the focus 

from one side of the wake to the other 

takes just seconds and enables skilled 

surfers to work both the left and 

right sides without pausing to shift ballast.

Wrap-around cockpit seating offers room 

for a crew numbering 19. Flip over the aft 

bench and the most avid fans can enjoy a 

front-row view of the action in the boat’s 

wake. Aboard our test model, the task of 

hauling all this wake-producing weight fell 

to an Indmar 6.2L Monsoon 450 HO. It 

pushed the unweighted hull onto plane in 

4.6 seconds, powered to 30 mph in a quick 

7.4 seconds, and peaked just past 37 mph.
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Contact
MALIBU BOATS Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-5478; malibuboats.com

To watch our 
video review of the 
Wakesetter 25 LSV, 

scan this tag or 
visit boatingmag

.com/bbg16/
malibu25lsv.



CONFIDENT TO THE CORE

Every Boston Whaler is designed to instill Core Confidence–the feeling that comes 

from knowing your boat is unsinkably reliable and equipped with the right amenities  

to bring your boating dreams to life. Our commitment to your comfort and peace 

of mind is unwavering, and the results speak for themselves: Two European Powerboat 

of the Year nominations. Four coveted NMMA Innovation Awards. Customer 

Satisfaction Index Awards for 12 years running. And more than 18 new models in 

the past five years. Go with Confidence. Go with Whaler. 

V I E W  T H E  A W A R D - W I N N I N G  L I N E U P  A T  B O S T O N W H A L E R . C O M . 

THE UNSINKABLE 
BOSTON WHALER
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MONTEREY
238SS

ROSWELL SURF EDITION
OUR FIRST PEEK AT THE 238SS 

Roswell Surf Edition was in the convention 

hall at Monterey’s 2016 dealer meeting. It 

was angled upward, giving a view of the 

sleek lines, and the sharp chines and 

strakes of the hull.

The Volvo Penta Forward Drive 

was clearly prominent, and, though 

shockingly different, we nodded in 

approval the minute we looked at 

it. Dual props face forward, hitting 

solid water before the gear case 

breaks it up, as seen with outboards 

and rear-facing sterndrives. The 

props are tucked up under the 

transom, nearly as far forward as 

an inboard V-drive’s propeller, and 

Volvo Penta boasts added safety 

from the forward position.

X Roswell coat of arms 
on the metal-flake finish 
is the most radical graphics 
package yet.

X Fusion stereo is insane,  
with an array of Roswell 
biaxial cannon speakers on 
the tower and amplifiers.

X Speed control and ballast 
systems with surf-trim plates 
let the skipper tune the 
green room.

SPECS
X LOA: 23'0" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,950 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 11 /1,775 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 52 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Volvo Penta 5.3L 300 hp Gen 4

DRIVE/PROP: Forward Drive/K6 

stainless-steel propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.32:1

FUEL LOAD: 45 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

PRICE

$85,214 (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.69  4.25  1.80  2.05  2.36  96  111  1  66 

1500  5.91  6.80  2.90  2.04  2.34  95  110  2  66 

2000  6.86  7.90  4.90  1.40  1.61  66  75  5  66 

2500  10.47  12.05  6.10  1.72  1.98  80  92  8  66 

3000  17.42  20.05  7.60  2.29  2.64  107  123  5  66 

3500  24.68  28.40  9.80  2.52  2.90  118  136  3  66 

4000  29.07  33.45  14.40  2.02  2.32  94  109  2  66 

4500  33.54  38.60  15.80  2.12  2.44  99  114  2  66 

5000  37.71  43.40  22.30  1.69  1.95  79  91  1  66 

5100  40.02  46.05  22.50  1.78  2.05  83  96  1  66   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

In our tests, this forward drive shouldered 

the sterndrive advantages of articulated 

thrust and easy maneuverability that makes 

sterndrives popular. Volvo Penta says the new 

drive will revolutionize water-sports boats. It 

also uses a special trim tab to tune the wake. 

Our tests showed that this new boat 

and drive would encroach on the 

inboard turf. 

As exciting as the propulsion is, 

the design of the 238’s interior and 

exterior styling is thrilling. Even 

without the bodacious wakeboard 

arch and graphics, the 238 could 

stop traffic for its mirrorlike finish, 

and abundance of sturdy, gleaming 

stainless-steel hardware and trim. 

That’s not cheap to do; Monterey has 

graduated from making great boats 

at a great price to making premium 

boats at a great price.

The 238’s aft sun-pad treatment is also 

top-shelf. It was chic when Monterey began 

including it in its boats several years ago, 

but Monterey hasn’t stopped evolving it to 

meet this modern design. Lay it down for a 

fantastic sunning area, incline one side for 

a side-by-side chaise lounge, or flip the back 

aft for more forward-facing seating.

Your first peek of the Monterey 238SS 

Roswell Surf Edition will change your 

perspective on sterndrives and water sports. 
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Contact
MONTEREY BOATS Williston, Florida; 352-528-2628; montereyboats.com

To watch our 
video review of 

the 238SS SE, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/monterey

238roswell.
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NAUTICSTAR
211 ANGLER
OUR HOST HAD JUST SLIPPED THE 

NauticStar 211 Angler and us into the water, 

and while he drove to the parking area, we 

took note of our surroundings. The 211 Angler 

boasted a wide beam from stern to stem and 

a wide center console with a large windshield 

that we wouldn’t fully appreciate on this 

balmy day.

We spotted a 20-gallon livewell under one 

hatch and a beefy cooler on the centerline. 

The easy step to the bow will be appreciated 

when fighting fish, hauling anchor, or just 

dipping a toe in the water while drifting in a 

bay. There was a boarding ladder astern — 

a standard on the 211 Angler.

We took note that there was something 

else besides the fishability. Roomy, 

comfortable seating abounded from 

stowaway cushions fore and aft. These 

weren’t just flat pads; the combination of 

cushions and coaming bolsters made them 

X Bluetooth-equipped stereo 
is standard. 

X Recessed cleats avoid 
tangling lines and nets.

X Reinforced trolling-motor 
deck at the bow

X Aft jump seats fold out of 
the casting deck.

X Vented chines give an 
aggressive look and are said 
to improve acceleration. 

SPECS
X LOA: 20'9" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 2,100 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 10/1,450 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 66 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Yamaha F150

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Powertech 

18" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.86:1

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 440 lb.

PRICE

$51,019  (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.65  4.20  0.70  5.21  6.00  310  356  1  66 

1500  5.30  6.10  1.30  4.08  4.69  242  279  3  67 

2000  6.52  7.50  2.30  2.83  3.26  168  194  4  73 

2500  8.26  9.50  3.50  2.36  2.71  140  161  4  77 

3000  13.38  15.40  4.10  3.26  3.76  194  223  2  79 

3500  20.94  24.10  5.40  3.88  4.46  230  265  0  81 

4000  25.29  29.10  6.40  3.95  4.55  235  270  0  82 

4500  29.81  34.30  8.40  3.55  4.08  211  243  0  89 

5000  32.24  37.10  10.20  3.16  3.64  188  216  0  89 

5500  36.24  41.70  13.20  2.75  3.16  163  188  0  92 

6000  41.10  47.30  16.00  2.57  2.96  153  176  0  93   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

very comfortable seats. Real seats. On the 

forward seats, flip-out backrests turned 

the lounge into a forward-facing seat.

When our host returned to the boat, he 

said, “My wife says this is the perfect boat.” 

One of our tech-team members nodded in 

agreement. “If there could be one, this comes 

the closest,” he remarked. “My family likes 

hardcore fishing,” he continued. “If we have 

to give some up for cushy seating, we will. We 

prefer open water or a stout outboard motor 

as a backdrop to our hero-shot selfies, and 

while we could appreciate the comfort on this 

boat, we wouldn’t accept it at the expense of 

its fishability.”

They wouldn’t have to. Yes, there was 

comfort all around this 8-foot-6-inch beam 

platform, but it wouldn’t get in the way of 

a good day’s catch in most conditions. We 

could cast a net from the bow or stern, or, 

when done casting, sip some tea in a reclined 

position. More convenience can be had by 

adding an optional head to the changing 

compartment beneath the console. A full 

Bimini top shaded the cockpit. The rig is 

ideal for fishing the inlet, scalloping on the 

flats, or pulling the kids on tubes. 

The test boat lacked only two things: a 

stout rod and a livewell full of feisty fish — or 

a cooler full of drinks and a party crew of 

music-loving sunbathers. Any of those could 

be fun on the NauticStar 211 Angler.
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Contact
NAUTICSTAR Armory, Mississippi; 662-256-5636; nauticstarboats.com
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SCARAB
255 IMPULSE WAKE EDITION
THERE’S A HEADS-UP DISPLAY ON THE 

255 Impulse that sets the expectations high 

for technological advancement, performance 

and, well, just being cool. The Scarab 255 

Impulse Wake Edition also produced a 

remarkably surfable wake during testing.

The heads-up display gives touch control 

to systems, stereo and more, and is used to 

program rider profiles for wakeboarding or 

surfing. Throttle control is enhanced by an 

industry-first intelligent throttle-and-shift 

system in a boat — bump up the throttle 

settings or drop them back at the tap of a 

button. This makes it easy to customize the 

amount of touch adjustment you want from 

approximately 1 millimeter of throttle travel 

to about 15 millimeters. Five millimeters 

of travel translates approximately to a 

1 mph adjustment.

Jet pumps push this boat forward, and 

crew and ballast drive it down, making a 

X Racy bow shape emulates 
the leading edge of a top-
quality wakeboard, not an 
obsolete relish utensil.

XWakeboard tower has an 
aggressive angular shape.

X There is plenty of deck 
space, thanks to the cockpit-
forward design that keeps the 
beam wide to the bow.

X State-of-the-art stereo 
 system with Bluetooth connec-
tivity provides entertainment 

SPECS
X LOA: 25'0" X Beam: 8'4" 
X Dry Weight: 3,660 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 13/2,100 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 56 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: 250 hp Twin Rotax water jets

IMPELLER: Stainless steel 

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 550 lb.

PRICE

$77,216  (as tested, including trailer) 

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.91  4.50  1.10  3.55  4.09  160  184  1  53 

1500  4.43  5.10  1.70  2.61  3.00  117  135  1  59 

2000  7.13  8.20  2.60  2.74  3.15  123  142  2  61 

2500  9.47  10.90  3.80  2.49  2.87  112  129  2  65 

3000  12.86  14.80  4.90  2.62  3.02  118  136  2  69 

3500  15.73  18.10  7.70  2.04  2.35  92  106  2  74 

4000  20.07  23.10  9.30  2.16  2.48  97  112  1  72 

4500  23.90  27.50  11.20  2.13  2.46  96  110  1  76 

5000  28.33  32.60  16.30  1.74  2.00  78  90  1  79 

5500  29.81  34.30  19.70  1.51  1.74  68  78  1  79 

6000  33.72  38.80  24.80  1.36  1.56  61  70  1  79 

6400  38.41  44.20  28.00  1.37  1.58  62  71  1  89   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

sizable hole in the water that pushes up a big 

wake as the water returns to fill it. There are 

no props to worry about; Rotax jet-pump 

impellers are internal and shielded from 

contact. That’s also reassuring for when 

swimmers hang out off the broad transom 

platform, reboard on the ladder, or get a 

toehold on the SeaDek mat to dive overboard 

for a swim.

A central transom walkway provides a 

convenient path to the cockpit that can be 

shaded with a fixed Bimini top under the 

wakeboard arch. Inside the cockpit, seating 

for a huge crew of 13 is available on port 

and starboard L-shaped lounges. If you 

need more seating on the transom and less 

in the cockpit, flip the seat backs forward 

and the swim-deck seating opens up for 

casual reclining while at anchor.

The Scarab’s upholstery is sports-car 

firm with enough flex to soften bumpy water 

but enough resilience to be imminently 

comfortable. Forward seating offers 

sporty comfort for four or more passengers, 

and the crew will be pleased with the 

changing room.

With its high-tech heads-up touch-screen 

display, intelligent throttle-and-shift, radical 

acceleration of Rotax power, hull perfectly 

shaped for beautiful green-room wakes, and 

ballast to anchor the fun, this boat is a winner. 
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Contact
SCARAB BOATS Cadillac, Michigan; 231-775-1351; scarabjetboats.com



     Discover more about your 
Reata ® Dream Rig by visiting

TM/® are trademarks/registered trademarks of Ranger Boats, LLC or suppliers.  © Copyright MMXV Fishing Holdings, LLC d/b/a Ranger® Boats  R-5111

The Evinrude® E-TEC® G2™

The Evinrude E-TEC G2 uses PurePower 

Combustion to mix the perfect 14:1 air 

and fuel ratio, delivering 20% more 

torque than competitive outboards. 

Combine that with 15% more fuel 

efficiency and 75% fewer emissions than 

the leading competitors and it’s clear 

that the Evinrude 

E-TEC G2 delivers 

uncompromising 

performance that’s 

unrivaled in the 

outboard industry.

®

For The Name Of Your 
Nearest Ranger  ® Dealer, Call:1-800-373-BOAT

 (2628)

limb aboard the ultimate family fun machine and surround yourself 
with a world of watersports.  Every model in the Ranger ® Reata ® Series 

is precision-engineered to help you get away from it all.  Inside, plush, 
handcrafted comfort is complemented by extraordinary attention to 

detail, an ultra-smooth dry ride, and a wide choice of outboard power.  
There’s even more pride of ownership with advantages like our exclusive 

pultruded fiberglass deck, floor, and transom. 

Further highlighted by our Zone-Tempered Fiberglass Layup ®, every Reata®

is rewarded with extraordinary flotation standards, our Best Built-Best 
Backed ™ Limited Warranty, and a custom Ranger Trail ® trailer.  

From our unparalleled quality and performance to a lifetime of unforgettable 
memories, now you can Get Away While You’re Completely Surrounded ™.

™

C 
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SEA-DOO
SPARK
SEA-DOO’S SPARK STANDS OUT NOT 

only for its looks and construction but also 

its price tag. Starting at a mere $5,199, it’s 

literally thousands less than any competitor’s 

personal watercraft. Those aforementioned 

traits are the reason why. The Spark’s 

matte finish comes from its hull 

and deck material, a lightweight 

reinforced polypropylene called 

Polytec, that’s molded in a variety of 

eye-popping colors. The material’s 

weight advantage over fiberglass-

based solutions allows Sea-Doo to 

use a smaller, lower horsepower 

motor. The Spark’s compact Rotax 

900 ACE is offered in a 60 hp base 

configuration, as well as an optional 

90 hp upgrade. Both take advantage 

of good-old horsepower-to-weight 

ratio to produce respectable numbers 

for an entry-level craft. Expect 

X Spark’s hull and deck are 
bolted together around a 
rubber gasket. This allows the 
deck to be removed from the 
hull for great service access to 
the engine and fuel system.

X Optional Intelligent Brake 
and Reverse (iBR) shortens 
stopping distance dramati-
cally at speed and provides 
exceptional low-speed 
maneuverability in the tight 
confines of docks or ramps.

SPECS
X LOA: 9'2" X Beam: 3'0" 
X Dry Weight (2/3): 405/421 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 2/350 lb.; 

3/450 lb. X Fuel Capacity: 7.9 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Rotax 900 ACE HO

IMPELLER: Mercury 16" x 13" 

3-blade aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 2.38:1

FUEL LOAD: 7.9 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 150 lb.

PRICE

$5,799 (with test power)

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

a 40 mph top speed on the base model, 

and 48 mph with the 90 hp HO engine. 

Fuel economy proves impressive on both 

machines, with the 60 hp engine burning 

less than 2 gph and the 90 hp burning a 

mere 2.4 gph in what the company deems an 

average duty cycle.

Sea-Doo modeled the Spark’s 

handling after the iconic SP model of 

old. Like that machine, it’s looser and 

more playful than most of today’s 

rides. Move your weight forward 

as you crank the handlebars and 

you can break the stern free into a 

180-degree slide; stay on the power 

and you can pull the craft through 

an old-school 360-degree spin. 

Should you want a more precise 

ride, just shift your weight back to 

anchor the stern and crank through 

the corners on the smallest personal 

watercraft currently available.

Though that attractive base price tag is 

enticing, numerous upgrades increase the 

Sea-Doo Spark’s versatility and, in many 

ways, a rider’s enjoyment. The 90 hp engine 

is highly recommended over the base engine 

for all but the tamest consumers. Dual 

acceleration profiles allow riders to use the 

latter’s full power, or to tone the delivery 

down for newcomers or in order to save fuel. 

Sea-Doo offers the craft as a two-seater, 

called the 2up, as well as the three-seat 

3up version. The 2up weighs in at a mere 

405 pounds; the 3up weighs 420 pounds.
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Contact
SEA-DOO Valcourt, Quebec, Canada; 888-272-9222; sea-doo.com

B E S T  F O R :

R E C R E AT I O N

N U M B E R 

O F  R I D E R S

2*

T O P  S P E E D

( M P H )

48**

S T O W A G E 

C A PA C I T Y 

( G A L . )

0.42***

* 3  W I T H  O P T I O N A L  H U L L  E X T E N S I O N   * * 4 2  W I T H  R O TA X  9 0 0  A C E  H O   * * * 7 . 4 2  W I T H 

O P T I O N A L  PA C K A G E

To watch our 
video review of 
the Spark, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/seadoo

spark.



www.manitoupontoonboats.com

30 YEARS IN THE MAKING
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SEA RAY
21 SPX OB
SEA RAY’S 21 SPX BOASTS IMPRESSIVE 

cockpit space for a 21-foot boat and an almost 

unheard of 12-passenger capacity. A closer 

look at the design reveals the brand’s secret. 

The beam is stretched to a full 8 feet 6 inches, 

larger than the norm in this size range. The 

gunwales are also narrower than average, 

maximizing nearly every inch of added width.  

Of course, the 21 SPX is available with a 

variety of MerCruiser sterndrives, in addition 

to the OB version in our test. Remove the 

engine from inside the boat and bolt it 

to the transom and, when combined with the 

other space-enhancing features, that creates 

room for a capacious L-shaped lounge and a 

huge port bench. 

       That bench is so versatile that it bears 

more mentioning. For instance, position the 

portable seat back to the rear, take away a 

filler cushion, and you’ve got a forward-facing 

chaise that proved really comfortable during 

X Ski locker swallows 
gear and pads it with 
 matting. Extra points for 
the gas-shock-assisted lid 
and rain-draining gutter. 

X You can tailor this boat for 
multiple uses, including water 
sports and fishing.

X Swim platform provides 
space on each side of the 
outboard and includes a four-
step telescoping ladder.

SPECS
X LOA: 21'6" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,400 lb. 
X Seating Capacity: 12 
X Fuel Capacity: 40 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury 150 EFI FourStroke

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Black Max 15" x 17" 3-blade aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 1.92:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

PRICE

$39,111 (with test power)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.00  4.60  1.40  2.86  3.29  77  89  0  72 

1500  5.65  6.50  2.20  2.57  2.95  69  80  3  75 

2000  6.78  7.80  3.90  1.74  2.00  47  54  7  75 

2500  15.82  18.20  5.00  3.16  3.64  85  98  3  78 

3000  22.46  25.85  8.20  2.74  3.15  74  85  2  87 

3500  27.89  32.10  10.10  2.76  3.18  75  86  2  89 

4000  33.19  38.20  13.30  2.50  2.87  67  78  2  86 

4500  36.63  42.15  15.00  2.44  2.81  66  76  2  88 

4900  41.23  47.45  17.00  2.43  2.79  65  75  2  89   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

our day testing this new Sea Ray. Move the 

backrest forward and you create that old 

runabout standby: back-to-back seats. Place 

the filler cushion against the port console 

and the resulting aft-facing lounge offers 

room to stretch while watching the action 

in the boat’s wake. That adds comfort and 

safety. The filler stows out of sight below a 

hinged seat cushion, a convenience many 

runabouts fail to incorporate. All the way aft, 

a sun pad adds additional passenger-comfort 

options. Pivot its forward section upward to 

create a great seat for lounging at anchor or 

when you’ve pulled into your favorite beach.

Even more room is gained in the bow. 

Rather than narrow to a traditional cramped 

point like other boats, Sea Ray rounds the 

bow in a gentle arc, inviting crew to relax 

without tangling Top-Siders. Room 

for everyone’s gear can be found within 

the port console, below the transom 

walk-through and the adjoining step, within 

the in-floor ski locker, and, should you choose 

an outboard for power over a sterndrive, the 

cavernous compartment normally reserved 

for the engine.

Our test boat was powered by a Mercury 

150 outboard that pushed the hull onto plane 

in under 4 seconds with minimal bow rise. 

We passed 30 mph in 8.5 seconds, en route 

to a top speed of 46.6 mph. For those that 

demand more power, upgrades include a 

200 hp Mercury Verado Pro.
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Contact
SEA RAY BOATS Knoxville, Tennessee; 800-772-6287; searay.com
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SPLENDOR
220 ODYSSEY I/O
POWERED BY A SINGLE 260 HP 

MerCruiser SeaCore-equipped 5.0-liter MPI 

V-8 with a Bravo Three drive, Splendor’s 220 

Odyssey I/O ran fast, smooth and as agile as, 

well, a cat. You should know that the 5.0-liter 

test engine has been replaced 

by the fiesty 250 hp 4.5-liter 

SeaCore for 2016, which should 

deliver comparable speeds.

This twin-hull boat doesn’t slam 

like a V-hull when crossing wakes 

and waves. It “mushes” into the 

water where other boats fetch up 

hard. Besides delivering the smooth 

ride that catamarans are known for, 

Splendor’s center pod allows this 

boat to bank inboard during turns 

just like a V-hull. 

At rest, you and your crew 

benefit from the stability of the 

twin-cat hull. Because it’s not 

X Catamaran has a center 
pod so a single sterndrive can 
be utilized.

X Roomy bow and cockpit 
areas offer plenty of room to 
entertain on the water.

X Illumination includes 
LED docking lights and LED 
interior accent lights.

X Optional water-level 
extended swim platform

SPECS
X LOA: 22'0" X Beam: 8'4" 
X Dry Weight: 3,800 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 10/1,600 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 54 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: 260 hp MerCruiser 5.0L MPI 

SeaCore V-8

DRIVE/PROP: Bravo Three/22" Bravo 

Three stainless-steel propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.20:1

FUEL LOAD: 25 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

PRICE

$47,300  (with 250 hp 4.5L)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.13  4.75  1.10  3.75  4.32  176  202  0  61 

1500  4.87  5.60  1.60  3.04  3.50  142  164  0  68 

2000  6.60  7.60  2.20  3.00  3.45  140  162  0  70 

2500  9.56  11.00  3.50  2.73  3.14  128  147  1  76 

3000  15.64  18.00  5.10  3.07  3.53  144  165  1  77 

3500  18.60  21.40  7.60  2.45  2.82  115  132  2  80 

4000  22.16  25.50  9.40  2.36  2.71  110  127  2  81 

4500  24.16  27.80  11.80  2.05  2.36  96  110  2  82 

5000  28.50  32.80  15.50  1.84  2.12  86  99  3  85 

5500  35.10  41.00  19.70  1.78  2.08  83  97  3  86 

6000  39.71  45.70  24.10  1.65  1.90  77  89  3  86 

6320  43.49  50.05  30.90  1.41  1.62  66  76  3  90   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

tapered, the catamaran design also creates 

more interior space. Check out the bow where 

we discovered an expansive area with twin 

convertible lounges that can be arranged as 

U-shaped seating or, with the addition of the 

optional filler cushion, as a sun lounge.

Beach much? You’ll also find 

a telescoping boarding ladder 

concealed under the spacious 

bow platform. Hatches under the 

backrests forward of each console 

conceal massive stowage areas for all 

the gear a boating family needs.

The 220 Odyssey’s twin swiveling 

bucket helm seats provide comfort 

and deliver great visibility for the 

captain. The helm features contoured 

chrome-bezel instrumentation, a 

Livorsi chrome steering wheel with 

padded vinyl grips, a tilt wheel and 

a conveniently placed row of rocker 

switches. Our test boat also featured the 

optional snap-in aqua mat for the deck.

A motorized hatch conceals the engine. 

Open it and you’ll find gobs of room for 

maintenance, repair and systems’ checks. To 

port of the engine hatch, a forward-facing 

lounger lets you stretch out, and there’s a 

comfy bench-style seat for two forward of the 

engine hatch. A walk-through door leads to 

the large swim platform and ladder.
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Contact
SPLENDOR BOATS Silver Lake, Indiana; 800-359-7915; splendorboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the 220 
Odyssey I/O, scan 

this tag or visit 
boatingmag.com/

bbg16/splendor
220odyssey.



Grady-White boats are factory rigged 
with reliable Yamaha outboard power.

All the details shine
aboard a Grady-White.
Little things make a big picture. Fact is, every millimeter of every Grady-White boat is crafted 

with attention to detail that shines above all the others. Every Grady-White features the 

exclusive, variable deadrise SeaV
2® hull for an exceptional ride. Our focus is on a higher level of 

fit, finish and comfort, plus reliability and lasting value, all resulting in a better boat and a better 

day on the water. Give us a close inspection (even visit our plant!) and then, Get the Grady!

Exceptional attention to detail.
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 STARCRAFT
SCX 230 OB
STARCRAFT’S NEW SCX 230 OB IS THE 

answer to water-sports enthusiasts’ desires 

for a craft that will turn heads for both its 

appearance and its performance. Offering 

a selection of hull, interior and tower color 

schemes, as well as graphics options, the look 

of the new SCX 230 OB for 2016 is 

fully customizable.

From the distinctive forked bow to 

the broad step-down swim platform 

at the stern, the SCX 230 OB offers 

a boatload of amenities. There are 

boarding ladders bow and stern; 

the latter accesses a double-decker 

swim platform topped with SeaDek 

cushioned nonskid. Overlooking the 

rear platform, a double-wide seat 

with a convertible backrest offers 

fore- and aft-facing options that can 

also drop into position to form a 

large sun pad for lounging.

X Large bow seating area due 
to beam-forward design

X Customizable colors 
and graphics

X Large two-step integrated 
swim platform

X Forward- and aft-facing 
cockpit lounge also converts 
into an expansive sun pad.

SPECS
X LOA: 22'10" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,550 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 13/1,825 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: 250 hp Yamaha F250 XA

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Yamaha 

Saltwater Series II 15½" x 17" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 50 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$ 60,399   (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.82  4.40  1.20  3.19  3.67  143  165  0  60 

1500  5.13  5.90  1.80  2.85  3.28  128  148  0  65 

2000  6.08  7.00  2.90  2.10  2.41  94  109  1  70 

2500  7.47  8.60  4.10  1.82  2.10  82  94  5  73 

3000  9.12  10.50  6.10  1.50  1.72  67  77  7  79 

3500  10.69  12.30  6.90  1.55  1.78  70  80  8  84 

4000  24.94  28.70  7.90  3.16  3.63  142  163  3  82 

4500  29.28  33.70  9.70  3.02  3.47  136  156  1  88 

5000  32.67  37.60  12.20  2.68  3.08  121  139  0  90 

5500  35.71  41.10  15.10  2.37  2.72  106  122  0  89 

6000  38.50  44.30  19.30  1.99  2.30  90  103  0  93 

6100  39.89  45.90  20.30  1.96  2.26  88  102  0  93   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

Starboard of the convertible seat is a walk-

through to the cockpit where a pair of deep 

bucket seats face the helm and passenger 

consoles topped by large windshields that 

connect with a folding center panel to block 

wind and spray. The port console hides a 

large compartment that can be used 

as a changing room; the helm console 

flaunts a smart-looking dash with 

a full appointment of gauges and 

controls for standard accessories, 

such as a Bluetooth-enabled Infinity 

stereo system with matching 

speakers illuminated by LED 

lighting. Between the two consoles is 

a large, in-floor storage area.

The bow seating area is roomy, 

thanks to the beam-forward hull 

design, and it’s convertible as well, 

offering seating for four or a pair of 

lounges with the addition of filler 

cushions. Storage compartments are located 

beneath each seat.

The pickle-fork hull design provides 

stability at rest and while underway. We 

attained speeds up to 46 mph during our 

tests of the Yamaha F250-powered SCX. 

The running surface allowed tight turns and 

heady hole shots; we noted on-plane times 

of 4.4 seconds and 0-to-30 mph runs in a 

fleet 8.3 seconds.
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Contact
STARCRAFT MARINE New Paris, Indiana; 866-772-4538, starcraftmarine.com

To watch our video 
review of the SCX 

230 OB, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/starcraft

scx230ob.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.65  4.20  0.60  6.08  7.00  411  473  0  60 

1500  5.21  6.00  1.10  4.74  5.45  320  368  1  63 

2000  6.00  6.90  1.80  3.33  3.83  225  259  1  67 

2500  7.30  8.40  2.90  2.52  2.90  170  196  5  70 

3000  12.86  14.80  4.00  3.22  3.70  217  250  7  77 

3500  19.47  22.40  4.50  4.33  4.98  292  336  2  81 

4000  23.55  27.10  5.70  4.13  4.75  279  321  1  82 

4500  27.37  31.50  8.30  3.30  3.80  223  256  1  88 

5000  31.28  36.00  11.90  2.63  3.03  177  204  1  87 

5500  34.24  39.40  14.40  2.38  2.74  160  185  1  90 

6000  35.02  40.30  19.20  1.82  2.10  123  142  1  92   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

Contact
STARCRAFT MARINE New Paris, Indiana; 866-772-4538; starcraftmarine.com

STARCRAFT
STAR STEP 230 OB
DESIGNED FOR FAMILIES WHO ENJOY 

water sports in waters salty and sweet, the 

2016 Star Step 230 OB model from Starcraft 

hits all the key points. The fiberglass hull, 

outboard power and bow-boarding option 

make the Star Step deck boat a great choice 

for coastal boaters who want to “beach 

it” between bouts of tow sports, fishing 

or cruising. Everyone will appreciate 

X Stepped hull ushers a cush-
ion of air under the boat to 
boost speed and efficiency.

X Deep cockpit offers extra 
security and wind protection.

X Boarding ladders on stern 
and bow for beach landings

X Fiberglass construction 
and outboard power combine 
to make a strong choice for 
coastal boaters.

SPECS
X LOA: 21'6" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 2,840 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 13/1,850 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 51 gal.

 HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Yamaha F200

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/

Yamaha Reliance 15" x 14½" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 45 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 420 lb.

PRICE

$52,999  (as tested)

the security of the deep cockpit and the 

protection the high gunwales offer from wind 

and spray. Even the forward seating area is 

a bit deeper than comparable deck boats, yet 

it provides a handy egress option on the bow 

in the form of a second boarding ladder that 

flips out of a flush-mounted compartment 

and telescopes for use when the boat is 

beached or bobbing at anchor.

At the stern, the Star Step’s 

cockpit actually offers two access 

options for getting to the swim 

platform in the form of two 

removable seat-back panels in 

the cockpit’s surround-seating 

area. Once aft, passengers will 

find a ski tow pylon flanked by a 

boarding ladder on the extended 

port platform and a flush-mounted 

storage locker on the starboard side.

An enclosed head compartment 

with a sink built into the port 

passenger console doubles as a 

changing room and storage area.

Snap-in sea-weave mats on the cockpit and 

forward decks allow for easy cleaning. 

Complementing the passenger and helm 

consoles are twin bucket seats with flip-up 

bolsters. A fully appointed dash features an 

Infinity stereo system with Bluetooth 

connectivity. In the cockpit, a large 

in-floor storage area is capable of 

containing everything from water skis 

and wakeboards to fishing tackle.

The ride of this Starcraft 

deck boat is as comfortable as 

its accommodations thanks to 

the stepped hull that cushions the 

running surface, adding efficiency 

that boosts the boat’s fuel economy 

and cruising range. We topped 

40 mph with a Yamaha F200 on the 

transom, and the boat is rated for a 

full 50 horsepower more.
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To watch our video 
review of the Star 
Step 230 OB, scan 

this tag or visit 
boatingmag.com/

bbg16/starcraft
starstep230.
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STINGRAY
191 DC
LEAVE IT TO STINGRAY BOATS TO

bring out an entirely new deck boat, power 

it with an economical Mercury 90 hp four-

stroke, and get rocking performance. We 

beat 40 mph in our test of the 191 DC. It 

sipped so little fuel that the gauge almost 

reflected highway miles. We reflected 

boating smiles.

Al Fink was clever in designing this hull 

with a long centerline length to its 7-foot-

6-inch beam. That deck-plan ratio lets it 

jump up on plane quickly — just under three 

seconds in our tests — assuring us it had the 

juice to yank kids up on skis, wakeboards and 

tubes. The Z-Plane hull, proven by Stingray, 

is also responsible for its crisp tracking in 

turns and the ability to stay on plane in 

hardover turns.

Deck boats are made to haul big crews 

in sleek comfort, and this one satisfied that 

check on the scorecard too. The forward 

X Inexpensive stainless-steel 
package ($200) adds gleam-
ing cup holders, grab handles, 
windshield supports and a 
horn cover.

X Standard stainless-steel 
rub rail adds protection 
around the dock.

X Nonskid deck looks great, 
even without the upgraded 
Seagrass mat or carpet 
(choice $660).

SPECS
X LOA: 19'1" X Beam: 7'6" X Dry 

Weight (approx.): 2,000 lb. (with test 

power) X Seating/Weight Capacity: 

9/2,025 lb. X Fuel Capacity: 21 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury 90 hp

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Black Max 

14.5" x 19" 3-blade aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 2.38:1

FUEL LOAD: 15 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240 lb.

PRICE

$30,825  (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.91  4.50  0.60  6.52  7.50  123  142  0  59 

1500  5.13  5.90  0.90  5.70  6.56  108  124  2  68 

2000  6.43  7.40  1.50  4.29  4.93  81  93  3  72 

2500  8.69  10.00  2.00  4.34  5.00  82  95  6  78 

3000  16.08  18.50  2.50  6.43  7.40  122  140  3  85 

3500  20.07  23.10  3.00  6.69  7.70  126  146  3  87 

4000  24.85  28.60  3.70  6.72  7.73  127  146  1  82  

4500  27.81  32.00  5.10  5.45  6.27  103  119  1  85 

5000  29.98  34.50  6.00  5.00  5.75  94  109  0  87 

5500  34.93  40.20  7.40  4.72  5.43  89  103  0  90 

6000  34.89  40.15  8.40  4.15  4.78  79  90  0  91   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

seating allowed two people to stretch their 

legs and lean back. Four passengers could 

have easily sat there with their backs to the 

gunwales. Aft seating includes an L-shaped 

lounge that allows for a walk-through 

transom. In our test boat, the skipper and 

mate each got a fully adjustable swivel bucket 

seat. Those seats were part of the Preferred 

Equipment Group ($1,149) that includes a 

Sunbrella Bimini top you won’t want to skip 

and a Bluetooth-enabled stereo.

OK, seating descriptions are all 

pretty boilerplate in any review, but what 

isn’t boilerplate is how well this deck plan 

worked. The full windshield has a wide-

opening center panel, and both the cockpit 

and forward deck boast floor space galore. 

There’s even more real estate aft with a 

boarding platform and recessed boarding 

ladder. And more noteworthy is the stability 

we experienced as we moved from port to 

starboard in this rig.

For multi-enthusiast families, the 191 

DC can be equipped with a fishing package 

($612) that includes a removable trolling 

motor mount, power plug, bow fishing seat, 

and two gunwale rod holders aft. You can 

add the trolling motor of your choice, plus 

an additional battery.

Every Stingray boat comes with a three-

year hull-blister warranty and a five-year 

structural warranty against defects.
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Contact
STINGRAY BOATS Hartsville, South Carolina; 843-383-4507; stingrayboats.com



a. 3-across aft seating with 
battery storage, 27-gallon 
livewell, and cast net/bucket 
storage. 

b. Wrap-around bow seating 
with dual fish boxes and under 
seat insulated cooler (with 
optional flip-out backrests). 

c. Optional bow table.

For your local dealer, visit our website or call:

(662) 256-5636

NauticStarBoats.com 
Some photos shown with optional equipment

Unrivaled in quality, performance, and versatility the NauticStar 

211 Coastal/ Angler is the perfect choice for pleasure boaters and 

fishermen alike. NauticStar continues to innovate with this uniquely 

styled boat series that merges family pleasure boating with 

serious salt and freshwater fishing. The 211 Coastal is loaded with 

features for exceptional fishability such as 2-livewell/baitwells, 

ample rod storage, and cast net storage,  while the 211 

Angler has additional features for pleasure boating 

such as a swim platform, Bimini top, and 

Infinity® stereo system.

211 Coastal 

(right) is shown 

with optional swim  

platform (standard on the 

Angler), and bow table/casting 

deck.

211 ANGLER

211 COASTAL

a. b. c.
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YAMAHA
242 LIMITED S E-SERIES
WHEN YOU TEST DRIVE A YAMAHA 

boat and get an eyeful of the luxury seating, 

gleaming gelcoat and comfortable helm 

station, you expect it to be something special. 

Well, this one is and we agreed with Yamaha’s 

claim: This flagship of its line is the 

most technologically advanced 

model yet.

Yamaha boats come complete 

with a custom-fit, custom-colored 

trailer with a foldaway tongue 

to conserve garage space and 

eliminate banged shins. The custom 

wakeboard tower, complete with 

an integrated Bimini and solar-

charging panel, folds down to make 

towing, covering and storing your 

boat easier.

On the water, enjoy the electronic 

throttle-and-shift and the smooth 

rack-and-pinion steering. The water 

X Electronic throttle offers 
smooth speed control with a 
single throttle lever.

X Joystick offers tactile con-
trol of Connext touchscreen.

X Patented jet-pump clean-
ing port allows the topside 
removal of grass and debris.

X Jet pumps are tucked up 
under the platform.

X Helm buckets swivel to join 
the U-shaped seating.

SPECS
X LOA: 24'0" X Beam: 8'5" 
X Dry Weight: 3,860 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 12/2,700 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Twin 1.8L High Output

DRIVE: Jet pumps

GEAR RATIO: 1.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240 lb.

PRICE

$65,999 (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

2000  5.21  6.00  0.60  8.69  10.00  391  450  0  55 

2500  6.17  7.10  2.00  3.08  3.55  139  160  0  59 

3000  6.34  7.30  3.50  1.81  2.09  82  94  2  72 

3500  7.82  9.00  4.20  1.86  2.14  84  96  2  72 

4000  8.78  10.10  5.50  1.60  1.84  72  83  3  71 

3500  11.38  13.10  7.40  1.54  1.77  69  80  2  73 

5000  15.73  18.10  8.30  1.89  2.18  85  98  1  76 

5500  24.16  27.80  9.30  2.60  2.99  117  135  1  78 

6000  28.76  33.10  12.40  2.32  2.67  104  120  1  81 

6500  32.90  37.90  14.70  2.24  2.58  101  116  1  85 

7000  38.30  44.10  18.50  2.07  2.38  93  107  0  86 

7500  45.01  51.80  23.00  1.96  2.25  88  101  0  89 

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

operations are further enhanced by Yamaha’s 

Connext touch-screen system interface that 

gives access to preset rider profiles for custom 

acceleration, and top speed and tune control. 

A three-position, No-Wake mode and Cruise 

Assist help maintain steady speeds 

without constant throttle adjustment.

The 242’s glistening gelcoat is 

complemented with a stainless-steel 

rub rail, custom Yamaha-embossed 

pull-up cleats, and windshield 

supports and grab handles at the 

transom. The polished boarding 

ladder, also stainless steel, can easily 

deploy within the water for safety or 

from the platform for convenience.

Comfortable interior seating 

wraps around the cockpit, and seat 

cushions lift upward on scissor 

hinges that hold them in place while 

you remove or store items.

Battery switches isolate electrical 

components and starting systems to prevent 

battery drain during storage. A solar panel 

on the wakeboard arch also maintains the 

battery and extends stereo time.

From driveway to sandbar and launch 

ramp to water sports, Yamaha’s 242 Limited 

S E-Series has the boating fun planned for 

you, and the hard parts of storing, trailering 

and maintaining are eased.
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Contact
YAMAHA Kennesaw, Georgia; 800-962-7926; yamahaboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the 242 

Limited S E-Series, 
scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag
.com/bbg16/

yamaha242
limiteds.
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Contact
YAMAHA Kennesaw, Georgia; 800-962-7926; yamahaboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the 242 

X E-Series, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag
.com/bbg16/
yamaha242x.

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

2000  5.21  6.00  0.60  8.69  10.00  391  450  0  55 

2500  6.17  7.10  2.00  3.08  3.55  139  160  0  59 

3000  6.34  7.30  3.50  1.81  2.09  82  94  2  72 

3500  7.82  9.00  4.20  1.86  2.14  84  96  2  72 

4000  8.78  10.10  5.50  1.60  1.84  72  83  3  71 

3500  11.38  13.10  7.40  1.54  1.77  69  80  2  73 

5000  15.73  18.10  8.30  1.89  2.18  85  98  1  76 

5500  24.16  27.80  9.30  2.60  2.99  117  135  1  78 

6000  28.76  33.10  12.40  2.32  2.67  104  120  1  81 

6500  32.90  37.90  14.70  2.24  2.58  101  116  1  85 

7000  38.30  44.10  18.50  2.07  2.38  93  107  0  86 

7500  45.01  51.80  23.00  1.96  2.25  88  101  0  89   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

YAMAHA
242 X E-SERIES
YAMAHA’S NEW X E-SERIES IS ALL 

water sports. The process to get there began 

last year when Yamaha introduced the new 

hull with the first bow-to-stern keel, plus the 

articulating keel on the propulsion system. 

With it, the 242 series delivers incredible 

maneuverability and great tracking — both 

important to water-sports enthusiasts. The 

final element that makes the X E-Series rider 

ready is a 1,400-pound ballast system that 

you can fill and tune with the most advanced 

touch-screen system, which Yamaha calls 

Connext. Rider acceleration and speed 

profiles can be controlled from the dash, and, 

as in all Yamaha boats, the internal drive 

keeps jet nozzles beneath the platform, away 

from swimmers and riders. 

We cranked up the 242 X E-Series 

and filled the ballast tanks. The 

effect deepened displacement, rolling 

up surfable wakes astern. A tap on 

the screen let us select one of several 

tow profiles for individual riders. The 

Connext system also offers stereo 

control and displays the engine 

systems for ultimate control.

Yamaha also enhanced the family-

boating experience, beginning with 

the signature “hangout central” 

transom platform, including 

lounge seats that surround 

the cockpit yet still allow for a 

walk-through transom. The bow seating 

area retains the full dual lounges and 

convertible forward jump seats to give kids 

the thrill ride of their summer.

Yamaha offers the only boat lineup 

in which the boat, propulsion, 

electrical systems and harness 

— all the systems that integrate 

components — are created in the 

same engineering department. That 

makes a powerful statement about 

the reliability of the 242 X E-Series, 

especially because Yamaha is solely 

responsible for the warranties, 

whether on the hull, installed 

accessories, or engines.

The articulated keel, Connext 

access system, and luxurious room 

for up to 12 passengers make this a 

big, fun ride for summer boating.

X No-Wake control makes it 
easy to manage throttle 
settings in idle zones.

X Electronic throttle-and-
shift system also allows 
button-touch throttle adjust-
ments to fine-tune the ride 
and single-lever control.

X Solar trickle charger on the 
wakeboard tower 

X Connext system can also be 
controlled by the joystick.

SPECS
X LOA: 24'0" X Beam: 8'5" 
X Dry Weight: 3,860 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 12/2,700 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Twin 1.8L High Output

DRIVE: Jet pumps

GEAR RATIO: 1.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240 lb.

PRICE

$71,999 (as tested)
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CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

To watch our video 
review of the VX 

Limited, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/yamaha

vxlimited.

YAMAHA
VX LIMITED
THE BRAND-NEW YAMAHA VX LIMITED 

just made watercraft touring more luxurious, 

faster and, priced under $11,000, a great 

new value.

The big deal on the VX Limited is the 

performance that’s added by a new, lighter 

and more powerful TR-1 1,049 cc 

engine, and a sleek, aggressive Nano-

tech hull that shaves even more 

weight from the craft, adding more 

speed and economical operations 

thanks to the fuel saved.

In our tests, the 50 mph top 

speed gave more thrills than we 

ever expected when we pulled the 

throttle trigger. These guys are on it. 

Even more noteworthy is the rapid, 

dizzying acceleration. Be prepared 

when you press the trigger.

Even more impressive is the new 

RiDE braking-control system — and 

X VX Limited comes with 
a cover and an integrated 
battery-maintenance solar-
charging panel.

X Stainless-steel fittings 
include retracting cleats and a 
tow point.

XWatertight storage 
beneath the saddle

X RiDE  braking control 
enhances rapid deceleration 
while still providing steerage.

SPECS
X LOA: 11'0" X Beam: 4'0" X Dry 

Weight: 668 lb. X Seating Capacity: 3  
X Fuel Capacity: 18.5 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: TR-1 3-cylinder 1,049 cc 

HO Yamaha

PUMP TYPE: 155 mm high pressure

FUEL LOAD: 18 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 150 lb.

PRICE

From $10,899

we mean control. This isn’t just a bucket-

reversing system that helps straight ahead 

deceleration in an “oh no” moment. This 

system does reverse the bucket, but it does 

so while maintaining steerage. It’s so nimble 

that we could go from full speed to a rapid 

stop with a 180-degree turn at the 

end and release the activator lever 

for instant acceleration back to top 

speed. It’s just as impressive in close 

quarters, and it allowed us to spin 

the watercraft inside a boat slip.

It’s as beautiful as it is fast too. 

The gelcoat is cherry red with 

aggressive graphics and chrome 

trim. The dual mirrors enhance the 

racy look and safety when turning or 

slowing down. Saddle upholstery has 

handsome accents and UV-protected 

vinyl for a long life. Touring requires 

plenty of storage and that was in 

abundance in the 18-gallon front trunk. The 

glove box has two cup holders and a 12-volt 

charging plug. You can charge your phone or 

inflate a tube.

For water sports there’s a handy swim 

platform and a ladder for easy reboarding.  

If all the built-in amenities aren’t enough 

for you, then the accessory package should 

grab your attention. The VX Limited came 

with a two-person deck tube, 12-volt inflator 

pump, saddlebags, waterproof storage bag, 

tow rope and a mooring cover with a solar-

battery maintenance panel.

Touring, water sports, luxury and a 

rocking price make this a machine to notice.
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Contact
YAMAHA Kennesaw, Georgia; 800-962-7926; yamahaboats.com
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For your life on the water ®

Find everything you 

need—from safety 

and maintenance 

essentials to onboard 

communications  

and more.

Plus more than 260 stores.

The #1 Choice  

for Boaters  

Nationwide

westmarine.com
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 THERE’S A REASON WHY PONTOON 

boats are still the fastest growing 

segment in all of boating. Pontoons 

appeal to people because of their 

unmatched ability to provide space 

and stability to boaters looking to 

spend a day on the water. But if you 

still think pontoons are merely floating 

living rooms, think again. This next 

generation of pontoons features plenty 

of power, plus performance packages 

designed to help them handle and 

corner like fiberglass V-hull boats, and 

design elements that give them serious 

dockside appeal. Some of them even 

sport fiberglass components, blurring 

the lines between boat styles as we 

know them. Interested in cruising, 

entertaining, fishing and water sports? 

All of the above? As our detailed boat 

reviews show, there’s a ’toon out there 

for you. — Pete McDonald

56 AVALAON WINDJAMMER 2585 ENT 
58 BENNINGTON 21 SLX PREMIUM 

SALTWATER
59 BENNINGTON 2250 GSR
60 BENNINGTON 2552 QCWWA I/O
61 BENNINGTON 2575 QCWA I/O
62 BERKSHIRE 233 RFX STS
64 CYPRESS CAY CABANA 220
65 CYPRESS CAY CAYMAN LE 250
66 HARRIS CROWNE SL 250
67 HARRIS GRAND MARINER SL 250 
68 LOWE INFINITY 230 WT
69 LOWE 230 SS WT
70 LOWE ULTRA 180 CRUISE
71 MANITOU 23 XT X-PLODE
72 MARKER ONE PLATFORM SERIES ML4
74 PLAYCRAFT POWERTOON 

COPPERTONE SPECIAL 2800
75 PLAYCRAFT POWERTOON 

X-TREME 2700
76 PREMIER 310 DODICI
78 PRINCECRAFT JAZZ 180 
79 PRINCECRAFT VOGUE 29 SE 

80 SOUTH BAY 925 SUPER SPORT
82 STARCRAFT MX 25 DL
84 SUNCHASER 8523 LR DH
86 SYLVAN MANDALAY 8525 

SPORTLOUNGER
88 XCURSION 23 C4G
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The Bennington 2575 QCWA 

I/O (page 61) is a modern  

pontoon with serious style, 

power and performance chops.
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AVALON
WINDJAMMER 2585 ENT
THOUGH THE DIFFERENCES ARE 

subtle at times, Avalon, a top builder of 

pontoon boats, is known for breaking 

from the norm when it comes to the 

brand’s pontoon lineup. Start with 

the exterior appearance.

Aboard the Windjammer 2585 ENT, 

perimeter fencing is tucked inside the glossy, 

two-tone exterior panels, giving the boat a 

sleek, retro appearance that the company 

says is also easier to maintain. We’d agree. 

That perimeter enclosure is carried all the 

way forward, maximizing every last inch of 

interior space. Step inside, lift a seat cushion, 

and you’ll note that there are no roto-molded 

plastic bases. Instead Avalon welds its 

aluminum seat frames at the factory and 

touts the increased available space, obvious 

advantage in ventilation, and superior water 

drainage. Aft, fiberglass consoles separate 

the main deck from the aft platform. 

X Standards include a high-
back helm seat, underdeck 
LED lights and a Polk stereo 
with six Jensen speakers.

X Center tube makes possible 
a deep, 6-foot-long storage 
locker, complete with an 
automatic bilge pump and 
protective rubber matting.

X Convenient pop-up chang-
ing room is located within the 
forward portside lounge.

SPECS
X LOA: 26'9" X Beam: 8'6" X Dry 

Weight: 4,199 lb. (without engine) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 

14/3,050 lb. X Fuel Capacity: 45 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury 150

DRIVE/PROP: Mercury Enertia 

15" x 15" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.92:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$61,594 (with test power, 
Waveglider package)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.61  4.15  0.80  4.51  5.19  183  210  0  54 

1500  5.30  6.10  1.30  4.08  4.69  165  190  0  66 

2000  7.47  8.60  2.10  3.56  4.10  144  166  1  66 

2500  10.86  12.50  2.90  3.75  4.31  152  175  2  65 

3000  14.64  16.85  3.80  3.85  4.43  156  180  2  76 

3500  17.90  20.60  5.10  3.51  4.04  142  164  2  77 

4000  21.03  24.20  7.20  2.92  3.36  118  136  2  77 

4500  24.29  27.95  8.60  2.82  3.25  114  132  3  79 

5000  28.20  32.45  11.00  2.56  2.95  104  119  3  85 

5500  30.98  35.65  13.50  2.29  2.64  93  107  3  85   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

They include large stowage areas within, 

promising that nothing will get left behind.

Now check out the seating. Forward, 

there’s the traditional set of port and 

starboard couches, the latter running right 

up to the raised helm console. Ribbed accent 

panels, contrasting piping and raised thigh 

bolsters complete the look. Opposite the 

raised helm, you’ll find a stylish, curved 

dinette. The angular design allows for a 

larger table while it eases flow in and out of 

the side gate. The solid-surface top, recessed 

within a fiberglass base, adds additional 

style points, as well as provides a nook to 

secure small items. The aft dinette seat is 

uniquely shaped to accommodate multiple 

uses. Across, a love seat with forward and 

aft-facing backrests provides additional 

passenger space behind the helm.

Below the deck, Avalon’s Waveglider 

system features triple 25-inch-diameter 

pontoons with two full-length lifting 

strakes on each pontoon and an underdeck 

aluminum skin to reduce drag and deliver 

increased speed and performance. Paired 

with a fuel-efficient Mercury 150 outboard, 

we jumped onto plane instantly, reaching 

30 mph in 9.5 seconds. Top speed was 

35.7 mph. Perhaps most interesting, however, 

was that the boat cornered aggressively 

without banking or outside lean, maintaining 

a pontoon’s traditional flat ride.
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Contact
AVALON PONTOON BOATS Alma, Michigan; 800-334-2913; avalonpontoonboats.com
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BENNINGTON
21 SLX PREMIUM SALTWATER 
ONE OF BENNINGTON’S MOST 

affordable models, the 21 SLX gets a 

makeover for 2016 with new furniture and 

console accents. Seating, split between 6- and 

4-foot-long bow lounges, a helm seat and a 

nearly 9-foot-long L-shaped aft lounge, is 

swathed in the supple, soft-touch 

vinyl. Raised cushions below the 

thigh along with a recessed lumbar 

region add comfort and security, 

and there’s ample stowage in the 

exposed roto-molded bases. That 

treatment is carried over to the aft 

sun pad, which lifts to reveal an 

oversize changing room, ready to 

handle swimsuit changes on the 

fly or nature’s call with an optional 

portable head. The stern platform 

includes a three-step ladder with 

handrails spaced 2 feet apart for 

easier ascent after a dip. And the 

X Standards include full-
length extruded skirting, a 
one-piece fiberglass console 
and a concealed Bluetooth 
stereo system. 

X Saltwater package adds 
anodes to protect aluminum 
tubes from corrosion.

X Optional Blackout  package 
includes anodized rails, 
smoke-chrome logos, Vapor 
graphics and a Bimini top.

SPECS
X LOA: 22 '0" X Beam: 8'6" X Dry 

Weight: 2,046 lb. (without engine) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 12/

2,504  lb. X Fuel Capacity: 27.2 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Evinrude 115 E-TEC

DRIVE/PROP: 15½" x 11"

3-blade aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 2.25:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$44,459  (as tested; $29,857 base)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  2.91  3.35  0.32  9.10  10.47  262  302  1  67 

1500  3.95  4.55  0.60  6.59  7.58  190  218  1  68 

2000  5.26  6.05  1.10  4.78  5.50  138  158  1  71 

2500  6.34  7.30  1.70  3.73  4.29  107  124  1  72 

3000  7.52  8.65  3.00  2.51  2.88  72  83  1  78 

3500  11.64  13.40  4.90  2.38  2.73  68  79  1  78 

4000  14.12  16.25  5.60  2.52  2.90  73  84  1  74 

4500  16.95  19.50  6.70  2.53  2.91  73  84  1  80 

5000  19.12  22.00  8.40  2.28  2.62  66  75  1  81 

5500  21.64  24.90  9.20  2.35  2.71  68  78  1  85 

6000  23.59  27.15  10.80  2.18  2.51  63  72  1  89 

6200  24.85  28.60  11.00  2.26  2.60  65  75  1  90   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

fiberglass helm is far from basic with its 

three-spoke, stainless-steel tilt wheel, matte-

wood accent panels, stainless-steel-rimmed 

gauges and a contrasting vinyl accent strip. 

Add the optional two-tone fence panels, 

stainless-steel rub rails, pillow-top upholstery 

and teak-look vinyl flooring, and 

you’ve really got a looker.

Overhead, the Bimini top 

measures in at 8 feet 6 inches by 

10 feet, offering extended shade for 

multiple passengers. A trapezoidal 

dinette table serves occupants of the 

aft lounge while not intruding upon 

passenger flow. LED docking lights 

add a functional touch for nighttime 

operation. Teak dash accents, along 

with the aforementioned vinyl, add 

additional class to the helm.

Our test boat was equipped with 

Bennington’s SPS performance 

package, which uses a trio of full-length, 

25-inch-diameter pontoons with solid, 

round keels, and adds lifting strakes to the 

center log and performance foils to the inside 

of each outer pontoon. SeaStar Solutions’ 

hydraulic steering and an underdeck wave 

shield complete the picture. With a fuel-

efficient Evinrude 115 E-TEC, the SLX 

handled precisely and topped out at a brisk 

and easy 28.6 mph. 
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Contact
BENNINGTON MARINE Elkhart, Indiana; 888-906-2628; benningtonmarine.com

To watch our video 
review of the 21 

SLX Saltwater, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag
.com/bbg16/

bennington21slx.
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BENNINGTON
2250 GSR
BENNINGTON REFERS TO THE G SERIES 

pontoons as the company’s best-kept secret, 

offering a mix of performance, styling and 

craftsmanship at affordable price points. 

The 2250 GSR certainly fits the bill. Our test 

model featured an emphasis on seating with 

its twin parallel forward lounges linked via 

an optional gate-filler seat that seamlessly 

created one huge 10-foot-long, U-shaped 

X Amenities include an 
espresso teak dinette table, 
27-quart-cooler seat insert, 
vinyl aft flooring, fiberglass 
console, four-speaker stereo 
and 10-foot Bimini top.

X 2016 upgrades include 
two-tone vinyl furniture and 
docking lights.

X Addition of a center tube 
provides the space for a 
cavernous ski locker.

SPECS
X LOA: 24'9" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,064 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 12/3,064  lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 25 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Yamaha F150

DRIVE/PROP: Reliance 14½" x 15" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.0:1

FUEL LOAD: 16 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$53,794  (as tested; $37,518 base)

bench. Add the stowable filler cushion 

to form a forward sun pad. The helm is 

surprisingly upscale with a three-spoke, 

stainless-steel wheel, chrome rocker switches 

and elegant silver gauges. Opposite, the helm 

chair gets a matching reclining captain’s 

seat for the co-pilot. Aft, another matching 

set of couches with an optional gate-filler 

seat mirrors the bow layout and 

maximizes nearly every inch of 

available space to accommodate 

passengers in comfort. Each lounge 

is available with comfy pillow-

top upholstery, standard raised 

thigh bolsters, two-tone vinyl and 

contrasting piping. Below it all, 

roto-molded bases provide storage 

complete with guttered rims and 

drains to keep water at bay.

A variety of attractive trim choices 

tailor the 2250 to the individual boat 

buyer’s taste. In addition to the bow 

and stern gate seats, worthy options 

include our test boat’s bamboo-oat 

flooring, numerous sound system upgrades, 

a pop-up changing room and a stainless-steel 

ski tow bar. 

Equipped with the additional center 

tube in Bennington’s Sport Performance 

Series (SPS) package, the trio of 

25-inch-diameter tubes with lifting 

strakes and an underdeck wave 

shield drew a strong performance 

from the Yamaha F150 outboard 

on the transom. It leaned gently 

into corners. The 2250 also jumped 

onto plane in a mere 3.7 seconds, 

reaching 30 mph in 8.6 seconds. The 

average top-speed run clocked 

in at 37.2 mph. That’s plenty of 

power for tow sports and activities  

that will benefit from the GSR’s 

extended aft deck and four-step 

boarding ladder.

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.48  4.00  0.70  4.97  5.71  112  129  0  56 

1500  5.00  5.75  1.20  4.16  4.79  94  108  0  64 

2000  6.52  7.50  1.80  3.62  4.17  81  94  1  66 

2500  8.78  10.10  2.70  3.25  3.74  73  84  2  72 

3000  13.34  15.35  3.50  3.81  4.39  86  99  2  70 

3500  16.38  18.85  4.70  3.49  4.01  78  90  2  76 

4000  19.99  23.00  6.20  3.22  3.71  73  83  2  79 

4500  23.59  27.15  8.20  2.88  3.31  65  74  2  80 

5000  27.03  31.10  10.30  2.62  3.02  59  68  2  86 

5500  30.37  34.95  14.10  2.15  2.48  48  56  2  92 

5800  32.33  37.20  16.10  2.01  2.31  45  52  2  91   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS
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To watch our video 
review of the 2250 
GSR, scan this tag 

or visit boating
mag.com/bbg16/

bennington
2250gsr.
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BENNINGTON
2552 QCWWA I/O
THOUGH ITS PERIMETER IS RINGED 

with classic pontoon-boat fencing, 

Bennington’s 2552 QCWWA I/O has much 

in common with a luxury bowrider. Check 

out the full wrap-around windshield. It 

spans twin consoles with a familiar center 

walk-through. Forward, the fencing 

slopes down to the deck in a radius, 

rather than an abrupt vertical wall. 

 Overhead, our test boat featured 

a clad, forward-sloping sport 

arch. And then there’s the obvious 

omission at the stern. Rather than a 

pontoon’s typical outboard, the 2552 

QCWWA I/O features a Volvo Penta 

sterndrive tucked below an elevated 

stern deck that’s complete with 

luxurious, twin aft-facing lounges 

and ringed by a classy, stainless-steel 

perimeter rail.

Inside those rails, however, the 

X Three-inch-tall cross 
members on 16-inch centers; 
Deutsch electrical connec-
tors and underdeck wiring 
encased in conduit; stainless-
steel cleats and stern corners.

XMassive stowage is found 
on board, including within 
both consoles and a cavernous 
center-tube ski locker.

X Sterndrive power allows for 
an unobstructed swim plat-
form with a pop-up ski pylon.

SPECS
X LOA: 28'2" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 4,461 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 17/4,591  lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 58.7 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINES: Volvo Penta V8-430-CE

DRIVE/PROPS: Duoprop/F4 propset

GEAR RATIO: 1.95:1

FUEL LOAD: 45 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240 lb.

PRICE

$130,765  (as tested; $90,272 base)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.30  4.95  1.80  2.39  2.75  108  124  1  66 

1500  5.74  6.60  2.50  2.29  2.64  103  119  1  66 

2000  7.69  8.85  3.40  2.26  2.60  102  117  2  69 

2500  12.77  14.70  5.70  2.24  2.58  101  116  3  81 

3000  16.21  18.65  7.50  2.16  2.49  97  112  2  78 

3500  20.68  23.80  9.10  2.27  2.62  102  118  2  80 

4000  25.29  29.10  12.00  2.11  2.43  95  109  2  77 

4500  30.02  34.55  15.00  2.00  2.30  90  104  2  82 

5000  34.50  39.70  20.00  1.72  1.99  78  89  1  83 

5500  38.67  44.50  27.00  1.43  1.65  64  74  1  85 

6000  42.90  51.00  35.00  1.15  1.45  62  71  1  89  

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

2552 QCWWA I/O plays to classic pontoon 

strengths. Forward, seating is abundant on 

twin parallel lounges, each featuring pillow-

top upholstery, diamond-stitched lumbar 

insets, flip-down armrests with cup holders, 

and abundant storage below in the roto-

molded seat bases. Both the captain 

and mate enjoy high-back helm seats 

with supportive bolsters. The port 

console offers a spacious Corian 

countertop, along with a stereo and 

multiple nooks for smaller items. The 

upscale helm is classic Bennington 

with a three-spoke tilt wheel and rich 

matte-wood accent panels. Those 

aforementioned aft lounges invite 

passengers to stretch out and relax, 

and feature yet more stowage below.

Our test boat was equipped 

with Bennington’s Elliptical Sport 

Package (ESP), which features an 

elliptically shaped, 32-inch center tube 

flanked by  25-inch outer pontoons. The effect 

gave this pontoon a deadrise angle. Cranking 

the wheel, it banked much like a V-hull, 

sweeping through turns with a pleasing 

inside lean. The 2552 QCWWA I/O also had 

the power to back up our first impression. 

A 430 hp Volvo Penta engine provided 

more than ample speed, pushing the boat 

to 30 mph in 7.2 seconds before ultimately 

topping out at 51 mph. 
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Contact
BENNINGTON PONTOONS Elkhart, Indiana; 888-906-2628; benningtonmarine.com

To watch our video 
review of the 2552, 

scan this tag or 
visit boatingmag

.com/bbg16/
bennington

2552.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.17  4.80  1.90  2.20  2.53  116  133  0  71 

1500  6.00  6.90  2.80  2.14  2.46  113  130  0  72 

2000  7.86  9.05  4.00  1.97  2.26  104  120  2  71 

2500  12.43  14.30  5.40  2.30  2.65  122  140  3  73 

3000  16.25  18.70  6.60  2.46  2.83  130  150  2  74 

3500  21.59  24.85  8.50  2.54  2.92  134  154  2  79  

4000  25.68  29.55  11.80  2.18  2.50  115  132  2  82 

4500  30.94  35.60  16.90  1.83  2.11  97  111  2  84 

5000  35.45  40.80  22.60  1.57  1.81  83  95  2  86 

5400  40.23  46.30  27.80  1.45  1.67  76  88  2  86   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

To watch our 
video review of the 

2575 QCWA, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/

bennington2575.

Contact
BENNINGTON MARINE Elkhart, Indiana; 888-906-2628; benningtonmarine.com

B

BENNINGTON
2575 QCWA I/O
BENNINGTON’S 2575 QCWA TAKES AIM 

at the discriminating buyer with a multitude 

of features. They start on the exterior where 

angled, curved corners add a stylish touch. 

Sculpted fencing and two-tone aluminum 

perimeter panels continue the image from 

bow to stern, and the optional cladded 

sport arch overhead looks like it’s borrowed 

directly from an express cruiser. Simple yet 

X Garmin Echo 100 fish finder 
and a Kicker stereo with 
four illuminated speakers 
come standard.

X Additional stowage within 
the bow radiuses, below the 
helm and in compartments 
behind the helm seat

X Optional in-floor ski 
locker stows a multitude 
of items, including skis 
and wakeboards.

SPECS
X LOA: 28'2" X Beam: 8'6" X Dry 

Weight: 4,591 lb. (without engine) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 17/

4,591 lb. X Fuel Capacity: 58.7 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: MerCruiser 350 6.2L V-8

DRIVE/PROP: Bravo Three/28" 

stainless-steel propset

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 37 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$118,458 (as tested;  $89,814 base)

elegant aft stainless-steel railings finish 

things off.

Step through one of three boarding gates 

and that form continues, albeit with plenty 

of function to match. Forward, port and 

starboard lounges feature upscale pillow-

top cushions, padded thigh bolsters and 

contrasting, diamond-pattern lumbars. 

Below, stowage waits in easy-to-

maintain roto-molded bases. The 

elevated helm features a command-

centerlike dash. To port, a matching 

high-back chair keeps the first mate 

close at hand. Ultimate relaxation, 

however, awaits you on the elevated 

stern deck. There, twin 4-foot-long 

recliners face aft. If you get too hot 

at anchor or need a spot to gear 

up for water sports, an extended, 

2-foot-6-inch-deep swim platform 

awaits you at the water’s edge.

Underway, the 2575 displayed the 

agile maneuverability of a V-hull. 

The reason for that can be found 

below deck. Bennington’s Elliptical Sport 

Package (ESP) pairs the 25-inch-diameter 

outer pontoons with a significantly larger 

32-inch-diameter center tube that sports 

an elliptical shape. The difference in tube 

size mimics a V-hull’s deadrise. 

Crank the wheel and the boat rolls 

into a corner with that familiar 

inside lean. That center tube gets 

performance-oriented lifting 

strakes on each side; outer tubes 

add performance foils to the inside 

of each tube. Furthering the boat’s 

performance mind-set is the choice 

of power. With a 350 hp MerCruiser 

6.2-liter V-8 sterndrive and a Bravo 

Three propset, the 2575 planed in 

4.4 seconds, reached the 30 mph 

benchmark in 8 seconds flat, and 

topped out at 46.3 mph.
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BERKSHIRE
231 RFC STS
THIS FISHING-FRIENDLY PONTOON HAS 

plenty of features for anglers and nonfishing 

passengers alike. Those not wetting a line 

aboard the new Berkshire 231 RFC STS will 

appreciate the comfortable, deeply padded 

seating with two lounge configurations and a 

quality Clarion four-speaker stereo 

system with Bluetooth capabilities. A 

pop-up privacy room accommodates 

water-sports enthusiasts’ attire 

changes, and two gates aft lead to a 

huge swim platform with a matching 

full-size, four-step, telescoping 

boarding ladder.

Anglers will appreciate the 

two fishing chairs that flank a huge 

fishing station at the 231’s transom, 

which includes vertical storage for 

four rods, a pair of aft-angled, flush-

mounted rod holders built into a 

King StarBoard top, and a 15-gallon 

X Belly pan between tubes 
reduces drag.

X Fishing station aft with 
rod holders and a 15-gallon 
livewell/baitwell

X Flush-mounted 
Humminbird Helix 5 
GPS/sonar

X Oversize swim platform 
has a large, telescoping 
ladder and two entries.

SPECS
X LOA: 23'9" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 2,230 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 12/1,670 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 27 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Yamaha 115 four-stroke

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Yamaha 

13½" x 12" 3-blade aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 1.92:1

FUEL LOAD: 12 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$39,088  (MSRP with motor and rig, 
not including prop, freight and taxes)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.04  3.50  0.50  6.08  7.00  148  170  1  53 

1500  4.08  4.70  0.80  5.11  5.88  124  143  2  60 

2000  5.74  6.60  1.20  4.78  5.50  116  134  3  64 

2500  7.39  8.50  1.80  4.10  4.72  100  115  4  71 

3000  10.43  12.00  2.30  4.53  5.22  110  127  5  77 

3500  13.03  15.00  3.00  4.34  5.00  106  122  6  83 

4000  15.64  18.00  3.70  4.23  4.86  103  118  5  81 

4500  17.38  20.00  5.30  3.28  3.77  80  92  5  84 

5000  19.12  22.00  6.50  2.94  3.38  71  82  5  87 

5500  21.72  25.00  8.10  2.68  3.09  65  75  5  88   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

baitwell/livewell combination. Horizontal 

rod storage is built into the base of the 

portside cockpit lounge where you will also 

find a handy compartment for stowing tackle 

boxes. There are two special racks for spools 

of fishing line as well.

Underpinning this Berkshire 

fishing model is a rock-solid deck 

atop cross members on 16-inch 

centers that are supported by full-

length risers secured to beams. 

Topside, the deck is covered with 

a choice of tropical weave or 

vinyl that matches a wide range 

of available exterior color-and-

graphics combinations.

An oversize helm chair puts the 

captain in front of a stylish dash 

with brushed rosewood accents, 

highlighting a full instrument 

package and a flush-mounted 

Humminbird Helix 5 GPS/fish finder. If 

rigged like our test boat with a Yamaha 115 

four-stroke outboard and two people aboard, 

then that GPS will reveal a top speed of 

27 mph at 6,000 rpm and a 0-to-20 mph 

speed of just five seconds. What it won’t 

reveal is how well this 23-footer responds to 

that helm, thanks in part to an aluminum 

belly pan placed between the tubes under the 

aft third of the boat that reduces drag, and 

increases fuel economy and performance.
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Contact
FOREST RIVER MARINE Elkhart, Indiana; 574-825-8696; forestriverinc.com

To watch our video 
review of the 231 

RFC STS, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/berkshire

231rfcsts.
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allowing time and distance for maneuvers, and respect others around you. Don’t drink and drive. For more information, visit yamahaboats.com or call 1.800.88.YAMAHA. 

™

yamahaboats.com

• Connext™ with new Drive Control

• Bimini™ Top with Solar Trickle Charger*

• Drive by Wire Technology

• Jet Power via Twin 1.8 Liter High Output

Yamaha Marine engines

A BOAT SO ADVANCED,
THERE IS NO EQUAL.
Next-generation technology, premium appointments and world-renowned Yamaha Marine 

reliability come together in the most luxurious and advanced jet-powered boats on the water.

*Tower models

DISCOVER THE NEW

#1 BRAND ON THE WATER
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CYPRESS CAY
CABANA 220
EVERY SEAT IS THE BEST IN THE HOUSE 

aboard the socially oriented Cabana 220. 

Seating rings nearly the entire perimeter. 

Forward, twin parallel couches straddle 

the center walk-through, each with a 

forward-facing backrest. Aft, another set 

does likewise, this time with rear-

facing backrests for those who want 

to stretch out and recline. All the 

couches integrate storage within 

their color-matched roto-molded 

bases, and they also feature gutters 

around their compartment rims and 

drains to keep water at bay. Behind 

the portside lounge, an optional 

pop-up changing room stows out of 

sight. A secondary helm seat mirrors 

the standard low-back captain’s 

chair. Each seat swivels to join the 

party when desired. Options include 

reclining high-back chairs. In total, 

X Top-notch construction 
includes cross members on 
16-inch centers, full-length 
“easy lift” gate hinges, and a 
side rub rail.

X Standard Jensen stereo  
includes MP3 and USB jacks.

X Upscale treatments 
include seat-edge bolsters 
and recessed seat bases.

SPECS
X LOA:  23’8” X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,160 lb. (without 

engine) X Seating/Weight 

Capacity: 14/2,944 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury 150 FourStroke XL

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Enertia 15" x 15" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.92:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$43,200 (with test power, 
T3 performance package)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.00  4.60  0.90  4.44  5.11  200  230  0  63 

1500  5.65  6.50  1.40  4.03  4.64  182  209  0  64 

2000  7.73  8.90  2.20  3.52  4.05  158  182  1  65 

2500  9.69  11.15  2.60  3.73  4.29  168  193  1  69 

3000  12.99  14.95  3.30  3.94  4.53  177  204  1  72 

3500  16.29  18.75  4.50  3.62  4.17  163  188  1  73 

4000  19.38  22.30  5.60  3.46  3.98  156  179  1  76  

4500  22.98  26.45  7.70  2.98  3.44  134  155  2  82 

5000  27.37  31.50  9.80  2.79  3.21  126  145  2  85 

5500  31.11  35.80  12.70  2.45  2.82  110  127  2  87 

5750  32.33  37.20  14.10  2.29  2.64  103  119  1  88   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

there’s room for 14 passengers and their gear.

Though twin 25-inch pontoons are 

standard, our test boat was upgraded to 

Cypress Cay’s T3 performance package, 

which adds an additional 25-inch center 

tube, performance strakes and an underdeck 

aluminum skin. That skin eliminates 

surging and boosts efficiency. The 

additional center tube, dropped 

1 inch below the outer logs, gives the 

Cabana 220 exceptional handling 

with the nimble, inside lean more 

typical of a V-hull. With a fuel-

efficient Mercury 150 FourStroke 

XL outboard, the Cabana came onto 

plane in a quick 3.2 seconds and 

reached the 30 mph benchmark in 

9.3 seconds. Top speed edged just 

past 37 mph.

That’s enough performance to 

not only cruise but also allow the 

Cabana to serve as a versatile water-sports 

tow boat. Our test boat featured an optional 

stainless-steel ski tow bar to elevate the tow 

rope above the outboard engine. The vinyl-

covered aft deck provides a great spot to 

gear up for riding. Cypress Cay’s attention 

to detail extends to the five-step, stainless-

steel swim ladder. Its handrails are spaced 

outside the ladder’s width to make it easy 

to haul yourself back aboard after a ski or 

a swim.
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Contact
CYPRESS CAY Fort Wayne, Indiana; 260-432-4555; cypresscaypontoons.com

To watch our 
video review of the 

Cabana 220, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/cypresscay

cabana220.
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Contact
CYPRESS CAY Fort Wayne, Indiana; 260-432-4555; cypresscaypontoons.com

CYPRESS CAY
CAYMAN LE 250
  CYPRESS CAY’S CAYMAN SERIES LE 

250 distinguishes itself with seven different 

floor plans. Our test boat’s dual, rear-facing 

lounge layout is a perennial favorite. Each 

lounge features a reclined seat back for 

ultimate comfort along with quick access to 

the stereo remote, 12-volt outlet and requisite 

cup holders. Seat bases lift on articulating 

X Standards include a high-
back helm seat, docking 
lights, retractable ladder, 
flip-up cleats, and Polk stereo 
with six Jensen speakers.

X Deep, 6-foot-long ski/
stowage locker is complete 
with automatic bilge pump 
and woven rubber matting to 
protect your gear.

X Convenient pop-up chang-
ing room located forward.

SPECS
X LOA: 26'9" X Beam: 8'6" X Dry 

Weight: 4,199 lb. (without engine) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 

14/3,050 lb. X Fuel Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury Verado 350

PROP: Mercury Enertia 14½" x 17" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 25 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$74,255 (with test power, 
T3 Performance Package)

hinges to reveal plenty of stowage below. The 

companion seat is a mini recliner; it sits two 

passengers side by side when it’s party time. 

Forward, twin parallel lounges complete 

the accommodations. Take note of the 

low-maintenance roto-molded seat bases. 

Gutters and drains encircle the compartment 

openings to keep contents dry and protected 

from rain, spray or the dock hose.

With its bold red exterior panels 

and optional black anodized fence, 

rub rail and Bimini combo, the LE 

250 is impossible to miss at the 

dock. An optional black water-

sports tower completes the trendy 

vibe overhead, and it easily folds 

for transportation or storage. 

Inside the perimeter fence, optional 

upholstered panels hide any last 

hints of aluminum rail. A classy 

helm with an optional intuitive 

Murphy touch-screen display with 

integrated cruise control, a brushed 

aluminum wheel, twin midship 

gates and standard diamond-pattern, 

vinyl accents provides additional “wow” 

factors throughout.

Underway, the Cayman proved 

exceptionally quick and agile. Credit 

the former to a potent Mercury 

Verado 350 outboard. It pushed 

our test boat to 30 mph in 

6.8 seconds before topping out at 

an impressive 51.5 mph. That’s 

more than enough power for 

showing off, whether it’s on 

skis or boards or doing a f lyby 

at the beach. For the latter, 

gaze below the deck. Cypress 

Cay’s T3 performance package 

features aluminum underdeck 

skin and triple 25-inch tubes with 

performance strakes to give the 

boat confident, aggressive handling.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.00  4.60  1.20  3.33  3.83  150  173  0  64 

1500  5.74  6.60  1.80  3.19  3.67  143  165  0  64 

2000  7.82  9.00  2.60  3.01  3.46  135  156  1  69 

2500  11.82  13.60  3.80  3.11  3.58  140  161  1  71 

3000  16.16  18.60  5.40  2.99  3.44  135  155  1  80 

3500  19.99  23.00  7.30  2.74  3.15  123  142  1  73 

4000  24.64  28.35  9.70  2.54  2.92  114  132  2  74 

4500  30.07  34.60  12.60  2.39  2.75  107  124  2  77 

5000  33.89  39.00  16.10  2.10  2.42  95  109  2  82 

5500  38.06  43.80  22.00  1.73  1.99  78  90  2  84 

6000  42.10  48.45  30.70  1.37  1.58  62  71  2  85 

6300  44.71  51.45  31.50  1.42  1.63  64  74  2  88   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED  

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

To watch our video 
review of the Cay-
man LE 250, scan 

this tag or visit 
boatingmag.com/
bbg16/cypresscay 

cayman250.
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HARRIS
CROWNE SL 250
THE CROWNE SL 250’S MOST 

distinguishing characteristic continues to be 

its not-very-pontoonlike exterior. Looking 

for that familiar aluminum, party-barge 

fencing? It’s nowhere to be found, replaced by 

curvaceous fiberglass seating modules that 

shape both the bow and stern, which 

gives the boat a seamless exterior. 

True, there’s a little bit of painted 

aluminum amidships, but it’s such a 

great match that you’ll hardly notice. 

The seamless appeal extends to the 

optional powered sport arch with 

acrylic sunshades and a retractable 

Bimini, and even to the color-

matched Mercury Verado available 

for power. Toss in one more option 

— polished aluminum pontoons 

— and the Crowne is equally at 

home at the family reunion or taken 

to dinner at the yacht club. Step 

X Standards include an uphol-
stered fence interior, stainless-
steel safety railing, Bimini top 
and wood-grain table.

X Helm has a stainless-steel 
tilt wheel, high-back reclining 
seat, and optional Glass Dash 
that features 6-inch and 
12-inch touch-screen displays.

X Constructed with 16-inch 
on-center cross members and 
full-length pontoon brackets.

SPECS
X LOA: 26'9" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,859 lb. (without 

engine) X Seating/Weight Capacity: 

15/3,100 lb. X Fuel Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury Verado 300

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Enertia 15" x 15" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 25 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 220 lb.

PRICE

$93,035 (with test power)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.82  4.40  1.00  3.82  4.40  172  198  1  63 

1500  5.74  6.60  1.70  3.37  3.88  152  175  1  64 

2000  7.43  8.55  2.60  2.86  3.29  129  148  1  68 

2500  10.04  11.55  3.80  2.64  3.04  119  137  1  83 

3000  14.69  16.90  5.30  2.77  3.19  125  143  1  76 

3500  19.29  22.20  7.70  2.51  2.88  113  130  1  76 

4000  22.03  25.35  9.60  2.29  2.64  103  119  1  80 

4500  27.03  31.10  12.80  2.11  2.43  95  109  1  84 

5000  31.50  36.25  15.30  2.06  2.37  93  107  1  84 

5500  35.45  40.80  19.70  1.80  2.07  81  93  1  85 

6000  38.89  44.75  25.40  1.53  1.76  69  79  1  86 

6200  40.84  47.00  29.50  1.38  1.59  62  72  1  87   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

through the stainless-steel bow gate and 

the favorable impression continues. The SL’s 

floor plan features familiar parallel lounges 

forward. Stretch out in comfort atop the 

clothlike vinyl or gather your crew around 

the teak pedestal table. There’s room for 

everyone’s gear in the fiberglass seat  

bases below; gutters with drains 

keep things dry. Move aft and a 

generous L-shaped lounge awaits. 

Directly behind it, an additional 

lounge faces the swim platform. Kick 

back with a cold drink at the sandbar 

while watching the kids swim, 

or reach down, tap a switch, and 

convert nearly the entire area into 

one big 4-foot-square sun bed. Stereo 

controls, a 12-volt jack and a music-

player input are within arm’s reach.

Underway, the ride is equally 

impressive. Credit Harris’ 

Performance III package, a combination of 

twin 25-inch pontoons that flank a third 

25-inch center tube, which is dropped 1 inch 

lower in the water. With the addition of 

lifting strakes, the package gives the Crowne 

impressive agility with the inside-lean 

handling characteristics of a V-hull. Equipped 

with a Mercury Verado 300 outboard, the 

Crowne planed in 3.4 seconds, reached 

30 mph in 7, and topped out at 47 mph.
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Contact
HARRIS Fort Wayne, Indiana; 260-432-4555; harrisboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the

Crowne SL 250, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/

harriscrownesl250.
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Contact
HARRIS Fort Wayne, Indiana; 260-432-4555; harrisboats.com

HARRIS
GRAND MARINER SL 250
THE GRAND MARINER HAS ALL THE 

features you’d expect from a plush cruiser. 

Forward, twin 4-foot-7-inch-long lounges 

can pack ’em in party style or allow just 

a few to stretch out in total comfort. Flip 

down the armrests, toss a cold one in the 

integrated cup holder and relax. Backrest 

cushions feature diamond-stitched accents 

in the lumbar region and optional pillow-top 

X Notable features include 
an UltraLux helm seat, 
quick-release fender system, 
deep-reaching stainless-steel 
telescopic ladder, and 
Mercury’s VesselView 4 display.

X 25-inch-diameter tubes 
flare to 27 inches at the stern 
to boost performance.

X Optional Delta water-
sports tower increases the 
tow-point height.

SPECS
X LOA: 26'9" X Beam: 8'6" X Dry 

Weight: 4,609 lb. (without engine) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 

9/3,044 lb. X Fuel Capacity: 97 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINES: Twin Mercury Verado 350s

DRIVE/PROPS: Outboards/Mercury 

Revolution 4 12" x 23" 4-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 80 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 350 lb.

PRICE

$163,870 (with test power)

seat backs. A welcome bolster at the seat 

edge helps you to feel secure while underway 

and adds support below the knees. Stowage 

is tucked out of sight below it all within the 

roto-molded seat bases. Appreciated touches 

include two-part hinges to allow the cushions 

to pivot down and out of the way for easy 

compartment access, and perimeter 

gutters with drains to keep your 

belongings and safety gear from 

getting soggy.

The best seats in this house, 

however, just might be found aft. 

There, an 11-foot-long, L-shaped 

bench wraps around the perimeter, 

adjacent to a mini sun pad directly 

behind it, which faces the swim 

platform. Pivot the shared backrest 

forward and you can make a mega 

chaise with more than 16 square 

feet of comfort, including a stereo 

remote, phone holder, 12-volt outlet, 

sound-input jack and no fewer than 

six cup holders ready to handle almost your 

every need.

Plush, absolutely, but our test boat wasn’t 

confined to just the cocktail cruise. On 

the stern, not one but two Mercury Verado 

350s glistened in the sun. Together 

they pushed the boat onto plane in 

4.7 seconds, reached 30 mph in 6.7, 

and topped out at a not-very-party-

bargelike 63.3 mph.

Linked to the optional Mercury 

Joystick Piloting control system, the 

engines turned independently to offer 

impressive control around the dock. 

A simple pivot or twist of the control 

knob put the boat precisely where 

we wanted it, regardless of the wind 

conditions. Mercury’s Skyhook 

feature also holds the boat in 

position, a welcome advantage when 

waiting off a crowded dock.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.95  6.85  2.80  2.13  2.45  186  214  1  63 

1500  8.78  10.10  4.60  1.91  2.20  167  192  1  68 

2000  15.29  17.60  6.00  2.55  2.93  223  256  1  75 

2500  21.77  25.05  10.20  2.13  2.46  186  214  1  75 

3000  25.94  29.85  14.20  1.83  2.10  159  184  1  78 

3500  31.02  35.70  19.00  1.63  1.88  143  164  1  83 

4000  36.63  42.15  24.00  1.53  1.76  133  153  1  80 

4500  42.49  48.90  34.20  1.24  1.43  108  125  1  87 

5000  47.66  54.85  54.00  0.88  1.02  77  89  1  89 

5500  54.09  62.25  61.80  0.88  1.01  76  88  1  95 

6000  54.96  63.25  64.00  0.86  0.99  75  86  1  95   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

To watch our 
video review of 

the Grand Mariner 
SL 250, scan 

this tag or visit 
boatingmag.com/

bbg16/harris
grandmariner.

2016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE
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LOWE
INFINITY 230 WT
THIS WAS ONE OF THE FIRST PONTOONS 

our team tested for this Boat Buyers Guide, 

and when we saw it, it snapped our heads 

around so fast that it wasn’t easy to see other 

boats. When we ran it, the soft, Lincoln-like 

ride lulled us into a new sense of comfortable 

reality that was jarred when we 

stepped aboard other pontoons.

There was something about the 

seating that enveloped, cradled and 

soothed us like a good memory-

foam mattress. Yet like a sporty 

car, it kept us in place, cradling 

us as the Infinity slid through 

wakes, powered through turns, 

and accelerated under the power of 

its powerful Verado outboard and 

silky power steering.

Standing on the fast-drying, 

quick-draining sea-weave decking, 

the boat felt good underfoot, and it 

XWe liked the stainless-steel 
boarding ladder — a nice 
switch from shop-built 
aluminum ladders.

X The extended motor pod 
on the Infinity enhanced the 
Verado’s hookup, getting it 
back in clean water.

X The elevated helm station 
means nobody has to duck 
when seated in front of 
the skipper.

SPECS
X LOA: 23'7" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,130 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 11/1,616 lb. X Fuel 

Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury Verado 250

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Enertia 15" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 37  gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240   lb.

PRICE

$61,312 (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.91  4.50  1.10  3.55  4.09  160  184  1  53 

1500  4.43  5.10  1.70  2.61  3.00  117  135  1  59 

2000  7.13  8.20  2.60  2.74  3.15  123  142  2  61 

2500  9.47  10.90  3.80  2.49  2.87  112  129  2  65 

3000  12.86  14.80  4.90  2.62  3.02  118  136  2  69 

3500  15.73  18.10  7.70  2.04  2.35  92  106  2  74 

4000  20.07  23.10  9.30  2.16  2.48  97  112  1  72 

4500  23.90  27.50  11.20  2.13  2.46  96  110  1  76 

5000  28.33  32.60  16.30  1.74  2.00  78  90  1  79 

5500  29.81  34.30  19.70  1.51  1.74  68  78  1  79 

6000  33.72  38.80  24.80  1.36  1.56  61  70  1  79 

6400  38.41  44.20  28.00  1.37  1.58  62  71  1  89   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

looked better, whether navigating Lake of 

the Ozarks’ limestone-bluff boundaries or 

pulling up to a waterfront eatery. You can 

step suavely off the Infinity at the bow, or via 

the aft deck or the portside gate amidships; 

go ahead, tilt your fedora strategically 

over one eye or at least turn your 

ball-cap bill forward — the speed 

won’t get it at the gas dock. What 

observers will be focused on, though, 

is the gleaming stainless steel of 

the gates, rub rails and pull-up 

cleats. The hardware is rounded, 

polished and sleek. They’ll relish the 

shade beneath the Bimini top with 

stainless-steel hoops. If you want full 

sun, stow it away and wrap it in the 

included zippered boot. 

Your friends will also wonder 

what it’s like to ride a board or a 

tube hooked to that tow pylon with 

250 horses of power whip-snapping them 

around the lake. We could tell you, but it 

would spoil the surprise.

Smooth — that’s the word to describe 

the ride of the Infinity, even in Lake of the 

Ozarks’ choppy water. Solid — that’s another 

attribute we noticed as it powered through 

wakes. It was a shame for some that this was 

our first test boat. It really set the bar for 

what was to come.
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Contact
LOWE BOATS Lebanon, Missouri; 417-532-9101; loweboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the 

Infi nity 230 WT, 
scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag
.com/bbg16/

loweinfi nity230.
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LOWE BOATS Lebanon, Missouri; 417-532-9101; loweboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the SS 

230 WT, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag
.com/bbg16/
lowess230wt.
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LOWE
SS 230 WT
LOWE’S SS PONTOON SERIES IS 

designed to bring a higher level of luxury to 

the boater while conserving both investment 

and operating costs. Sure, you could pop 

more horsepower on the transom, but why 

do it when our tests show that the boat steps 

up to brisk cruising and snappy hole shots 

for water sports? And Mercury’s fuel-sipping 

90 hp outboard with its 24-gallon fuel 

X Fiberglass-reinforced 
acrylic console gives an 
excellent view over 
forward passengers.

X Bluetooth-compatible 
Jensen MS230 stereo lets the 
crew DJ the boat.

X Great performance and 
efficienct fuel ecomony from 
a dual-tube pontoon that 
utilizes midrange power.

SPECS
X LOA: 23'7" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 1,975 lb. (plus power) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 13/

1,727 lb. X Fuel Capacity: 24 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury 90 hp

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard with 

Command Thrust/Enertia 14" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.07:1

FUEL LOAD: 24 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240 lb.

PRICE

$35,019 (as  tested)

capacity means you could run all weekend 

without fueling up.

Water sports are enhanced with the tow 

pylon over the outboard. It is designed to 

keep the rope high for tricks and out of the 

outboard for safety. The double Biminis on 

our test model shaded the deck.

We liked the rounded edges of the SS 230; 

it trades the common boxy look that 

plagues pontoons for a sleek, luxury 

look that is more pleasing to the 

eye. Our tester’s color scheme was 

a study in tasteful contrasts. Dark, 

glossy side panels were accented 

with anodized rails. Interior 

upholstery was rich, thick and 

flawlessly double stitched — a mark 

of excellent craftsmanship.

The aft platform is accessible 

from port or starboard, making 

it easy to board through the stern 

door. A portside gate and a bow 

gate on the centerline mean there 

is an easy way to disembark no 

matter how the dockmaster guides you to 

the waterfront eatery.

The ride is made more pleasant by the 

careful construction of the tubes and 

cross members, and the connection points 

between them. We experienced 

no rattling or creaking, and the 

rigid construction was evident 

in its resistance to flex as we 

quartered over oncoming wakes. For 

entertainment purposes, our tester 

had a Jensen stereo with Bluetooth 

connectivity — currently a standard 

in stereo control and music access.

There are more luxurious 

pontoons out there — Lowe even 

makes one in its Infinity Series 

— but at this price point, Lowe is 

providing a terrific return on your 

boating investment. 

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  1.30  3.34  3.85  448  516  0  64 

1500  6.95  8.00  2.10  3.31  3.81  444  511  1  68 

2000  8.69  10.00  3.50  2.48  2.86  333  383  5  74 

2500  9.56  11.00  5.90  1.62  1.86  217  250  10  77 

3000  10.43  12.00  9.00  1.16  1.33  155  179  10  81 

3500  11.30  13.00  11.40  0.99  1.14  133  153  12  88 

4000  25.20  29.00  12.70  1.98  2.28  266  306  6  89 

4500  29.98  34.50  16.20  1.85  2.13  248  286  5  91 

5000  34.76  40.00  20.20  1.72  1.98  231  266  3  93 

5500  39.10  45.00  23.70  1.65  1.90  221  255  3  95 

5900  41.28  47.50  52.60  1.59  1.83  213  245  3  98  

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS
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LOWE 
ULTRA 180 CRUISE
WHO SAYS BOATING HAS TO BE 

expensive? The capable Ultra 180 Cruise 

costs just over $15,000 with our test power. 

It possesses the oomph to move around the 

lake at a stately pace and enough in reserve to 

give tube-riding kids the giggles. Everything 

a family needs to go boating is 

included, even the trailer.

A forward boarding deck makes 

anchoring easy, and three gates, 

one forward, one aft and one 

amidships, offer ample access no 

matter the docking situation. The 

gates are solid to avoid pinching 

while under power. Side panels 

are pressed in with adhesive for a 

rattle-free ride.

Underway, a forward bench offers 

a chaise-lounge back for reclined 

seating. Side-by-side lounges 

port and starboard allow several 

X Full-size boarding ladder 
on the stern platform

X Spacers hold gates one-
quarter inch above the deck 
for fast draining and drying.

X Fiberglass helm station is 
rot-proof.

XMercury FourStroke is quiet 
for easy conversation.

X Portable fuel tank is conve-
nient for trailer boaters.

SPECS
X LOA: 19'6" X Beam: 8'0" X Dry 

Weight: 1,673 lb. (plus power) X Seat-

ing/Weight Capacity: 9/1,310 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 6 gal. (portable)

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury 40 hp

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/13.8" x 11" 

3-blade aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 2.33:1

FUEL LOAD: 6 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

PRICE

$15,810 (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.13  3.60  0.30  10.43  12.00  225  259  0  60 

1500  3.65  4.20  0.50  7.30  8.40  158  181  0  65 

2000  4.69  5.40  0.60  7.82  9.00  169  194  0  70 

2500  5.65  6.50  1.10  5.13  5.91  111  128  0  72 

3000  6.52  7.50  1.50  4.34  5.00  94  108  2  73 

3500  8.78  10.10  2.00  4.39  5.05  95  109  2  76 

4000  10.60  12.20  2.70  3.93  4.52  85  98  2  78 

4500  13.56  15.60  3.50  3.87  4.46  84  96  1  82 

5000  15.64  18.00  3.90  4.01  4.62  87  100  1  82   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

passengers to ride comfortably. A swivel 

bucket seat for the skipper and first mate 

provides two more seats, and the aft bench 

offers several more. All told, Lowe calculates 

that nine passengers can enjoy the cruise, 

and, after our test, we agree.

Storage compartments underneath 

feature drainage gutters at the top 

and bottom to carry moisture away 

from your gear. 

We’d choose the vinyl deck option 

($133) to ease cleanup at the end of 

the day, but only $93 will get the 

tidier cruisers an upgraded plush 

carpet. To add ritz, go with the sea 

mat. We didn’t deploy the standard 

Bimini top in our test, but it will be 

welcome in warmer climes — you 

may never want to tuck it away in its 

included boot.

At such a comfortable price, 

you might expect the Ultra 180 Cruise to 

have a Spartan exterior, but we noticed 

a nice gleam to the colored side panels, 

and you can choose from eight different 

color schemes. Rails were shaped and then 

anodized for a corrosion-resistant and finely 

finished look. Underdeck connections were 

solid, evidenced by the feel of the vessel on 

the rough water on test day. The protective 

rub rail surrounding the deck enhanced the 

sleekness. This one is definitely champagne 

pontooning on a beer budget.
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Contact
LOWE BOATS Lebanon, Missouri; 417-532-9101; loweboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the Ultra 

180 Cruise, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/loweultra

180cruise.
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Contact
MANITOU Lansing, Michigan; 800-999-9788; manitoupontoonboats.com

MANITOU
23 XT X-PLODE
WITH MANITOU’S PATENT-WINNING 

V-Toon design, and surrounded by high-tech 

looks and premium features topside, it’s easy 

to see — and feel — why this X-Plode series is 

going to be a popular performance pontoon. 

From the distinctive billet-aluminum entry 

gate, to the stainless-steel turnstile-inspired 

access at the transom and the design 

features in between, the X-Plode exudes 

X Convertible all-aluminum 
wakeboard tower powers up 
and down.

X Stern seating converts to 
form a large, aft-facing lounge. 

X Double-walled fiberglass 
side panels and a billet-
aluminum bow gate

X Smart Screen gives 
touch-screen control of gauge 
readouts, accessories and the 
wakeboard tower’s position.

SPECS
X LOA: 24'4" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,100 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 12/1,715 lb. X Fuel 

Capacity: 44 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: 250 hp Evinrude E-TEC G2

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Rebel 

153/8 " x 18" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.86:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240 lb.

PRICE

$106,800   (as tested)

excitement. The vibrant upholstery color 

combinations, fit and finish look fantastic, 

and complement the 23-footer’s dynamic 

panel accents. Seating options are plush, 

and strategic in size and placement with a 

pair of lounge seats forward, twin custom 

bucket seats center, and convertible lounge 

seating aft. The technology found aboard the 

new-for-’16 X-Plode model is cutting-

edge as well, from the Manitou 

Smart Screen multifunction control 

panel, Bluetooth-enabled stereo and 

hydraulic-assist steering at the full-

feature helm to the remote-powered 

wakeboard tower. Most impressive 

on the helm is the touch control 

panel that offers access to all gauges 

and switches, and it is even used to 

lower and raise the power wakeboard 

arch. Its logical interface is brilliant 

in sunlight.

Underway, the X-Plode is a 

pleasure to drive — and ride. The 

V-Toon’s large center-tube design and 

positive-angle lifting strakes placed on all 

three pontoons allow the boat to plane and 

heel like a monohull. The 27-inch-diameter 

center tube, positioned 1¼ inches lower than 

the 23-inch-diameter outside tubes, creates 

a critical 5¼-inch differential 

between the bottom of the center 

tube and the bottom of the outside 

tubes. Combined with positive-

angle lifting strakes, the resulting 

deadrise and water displacement 

mimic those of a V-hull’s — and its 

handling characteristics. With the 

distinctive Evinrude G2 outboard, 

delivering 250 hp at the transom 

and boasting a design that is a 

perfect complement to the edgy lines 

and color schemes of the Manitou, 

we tallied a top speed of 53 mph and 

cruised in comfort at half that pace.
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To watch our video 
review of the 23 
XT X-Plode, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/manitou

23xtxplode.

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.87  5.60  0.70  6.95  8.00  275  317  0  68 

1500  6.00  6.90  1.50  4.00  4.60  158  182  1  70 

2000  8.69  10.00  2.60  3.34  3.85  132  152  2  74 

2500  13.90  16.00  3.80  3.66  4.21  145  167  2  78 

3000  17.38  20.00  5.60  3.10  3.57  123  141  1  78 

3500  20.86  24.00  7.70  2.71  3.12  107  123  2  81 

4000  26.07  30.00  10.30  2.53  2.91  100  115  2  84 

4500  32.15  37.00  12.40  2.59  2.98  103  118  1  87 

5000  37.37  43.00  16.00  2.34  2.69  92  106  1  88 

5500  42.58  49.00  19.70  2.16  2.49  86  98  1  91 

5900  46.06  53.00  21.70  2.12  2.44  84  97  1  93     

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS 

2016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE
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MARKER ONE
PLATFORM SERIES ML4
THE MARKER ONE ML4 IS THE LATEST 

edition of the revolutionary Platform Series 

concept from the maker of Cobalt Boats. Yes, 

it’s a Platform Series boat, not a pontoon, 

even though it runs atop three aluminum 

hulls. What’s the difference? In a word: 

fiberglass. The ML4 has a fiberglass deck 

attached to those aluminum hulls, 

which means its seat bases and 

components are molded fiberglass. 

It’s really a hybrid boat with the 

space and utility of a pontoon boat.

The ML4 features a new strake 

design for its hulls, and they act like 

reverse chines on a fiberglass V-hull 

to provide more lift when climbing 

out of the hole and more stability 

when underway. On test day, we 

could see the results. Powered by 

a 300 hp Evinrude E-TEC G2, the 

ML4 climbed onto plane in less than 

X Stainless-steel tow 
bar on the swim platform 
elevates the pivot point for 
boarders and skiers, and also 
keeps the tow rope away 
from the outboard engine.

X Hinged seat cushions lift 
up to reveal tons of stowage 
in the fiberglass seat bases.

XMolded nonslip fiberglass 
is a feature not seen on 
typical pontoon boats.

SPECS
X LOA: 24'10" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 4,600 lb. 
X Seating/Capacity: 13/2,550 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 55 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: 300 hp Evinrude E-TEC G2

PROP: Rebel 15" x 19" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 27 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

PRICE

$91,610 (with test power)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.00  4.60  0.80  5.00  5.75  247  285  1  70 

1500  5.74  6.60  1.30  4.41  5.08  218  251  1  71 

2000  7.65  8.80  2.30  3.32  3.83  165  189  2  74 

2500  11.38  13.10  4.40  2.59  2.98  128  147  2  76 

3000  15.38  17.70  5.80  2.65  3.05  131  151  2  77 

3500  20.25  23.30  7.20  2.81  3.24  139  160  2  79  

4000  24.59  28.30  9.70  2.54  2.92  125  144  2  80 

4500  31.28  36.00  13.10  2.39  2.75  118  136  2  83 

5000  34.41  39.60  15.10  2.28  2.62  113  130  2  85 

5500  40.15  46.20  22.50  1.78  2.05  88  102  2  87   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

three seconds and reached 30 mph in less 

than eight seconds on its way to a 46.2 mph 

top-end speed. Moreover, it exhibited inboard 

heel in turns and more closely mimicked a 

fiberglass V-hull than its outboard-heeling 

pontoon relatives.

Above deck, Marker One uses fiberglass 

and gelcoats in multiple color 

combinations instead of aluminum 

side panels. The L-shaped cockpit 

seating features adjustable backrests 

on both the chaise lounge and the 

portside passenger seat. The bow 

cockpit features wrap-around 

seating with plush vinyl cushions. 

The wrap-around grab-rail recess on 

the exterior of the gunwales and the 

high freeboard add security. A center 

walk-through leads to the nonslip 

bow platform. There’s plentiful 

storage under the seat bases fore and 

aft, finished with gaskets and gutters to keep 

your gear dry.

Another feature that sets the ML4 apart 

is the tempered-glass windshields mounted 

atop both consoles with beefy stainless-steel 

supports. It’s rare to find such protection 

from the elements in the pontoon class. It’s 

also rare to see a swim platform with swim 

steps at water level. The port side features an 

electrically actuated drop step that lowers 

into the water for easy reboarding.
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Contact
MARKER ONE Neodesha, Kansas; 800-468-5764; markerone.com

To watch our video 
review of the ML4, 

scan this tag or 
visit boatingmag

.com/bbg16/
markeroneml4.



THE NEW SEA-DOO RXT-X 300 WITH ADVANCED ERGOLOCK SYSTEM AND 

NEW 300-HP ENGINE. FOR A CONNECTION AND RIDE LIKE NEVER BEFORE.

Lock in for better control and handling with the exclusive, narrower Ergolock™ racing seat, deeper 

knee pockets and angled footwell wedges. Giving you the confidence to make the most of the new, 

adrenaline-pumping 300-hp Rotax® 1630 ACE™ engine. Push the limits of performance and control 

the power. Because on the Sea-Doo® RXT®-X® 300, you’re not just a rider, you’re one with the machine. 

Experience a whole new way to ride at Sea-Doo.com/next-level

©2015 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ™, ®, and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP. Products distributed in the USA by BRP US Inc. BRP reserves the right to discontinue or modify product models, 
features or price at any time. Performance number achieved under optimal testing conditions. Not all riding conditions are appropriate for inexperienced or beginner riders. Always ride safely and responsibly.
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PLAYCRAFT
POWERTOON COPPERTONE 

SPECIAL 2800
LEAVE IT TO PLAYCRAFT TO BLUR THE 

lines between high-speed performance 

boating and the stately cruising of 

pontoon boats. It was first to open 

the pontoon category in the national 

Lake Rescue Shootout at Lake of the 

Ozarks, helping to bring attention 

to this new category. If pontoons 

weren’t f lashy enough before, 

this new Powertoon Coppertone 

Special 2800 is certainly raising 

the bar today.

A crystal-metallic-copper 

finish on the tubes and rails offers 

a gleam that is nearly 3-D. The color 

is picked up in hammered-finish 

copper-vinyl insets in the upholstery. 

If that doesn’t draw enough 

attention, tap the horn button. 

X Built to order with 
nearly any color combination, 
 propulsion equipment and 
deck furnishings.

X Powder-coated rails and 
gates are long lasting.

X Custom features, 
including the train whistle, 
can be added.

X Single-sheet plywood 
deck is durable, stiff and 
rot resistant.

SPECS
X LOA: 28'0" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 6,100 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 14/3,000  lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 50 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: 627 hp Seven Marine 627

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Enertia 

Eco 21 stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1  

FUEL LOAD: 44 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

PRICE

Unavailable  (at press time) 

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  1.90  2.29  2.63  103  118  0  66 

1500  7.13  8.20  3.40  2.10  2.41  94  109  1  66 

2000  9.21  10.60  6.00  1.54  1.77  69  80  2  66 

2500  12.69  14.60  9.00  1.41  1.62  63  73  2  66 

3000  17.21  19.80  12.60  1.37  1.57  61  71  1  66 

3500  21.38  24.60  17.70  1.21  1.39  54  63  1  66 

4000  27.03  31.10  25.20  1.07  1.23  48  56  2  66 

4500  28.42  32.70  36.70  0.77  0.89  35  40  2  66 

5000  41.45  47.70  43.40  0.96  1.10  43  49  2  66 

5500  50.05  57.60  57.70  0.87  1.00  39  45  1  66 

6000  53.83  61.95  59.10  0.91  1.05  41  47  1  66   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

Our test boat was equipped with the new 

owner’s custom train horn that unmistakably 

communicates navigation intentions.

PlayCraft teamed up with Seven Marine 

to bring the 627 to its transom. This Ferrari 

Testarossa of outboard motors growls 

demurely with a sound that belies its 

powerful acceleration and blistering 

top speed of 62-plus mph. In the 

infamous Lake Rescue Shootout, 

she topped 65 mph without the hefty 

train horns and Bimini top.

The helm features Seven 

Marine’s digital instrument screen. 

A short-stroke ZF throttle binnacle 

gives precise control in shifting and 

speed. Trim-tab paddle controls 

on the helm offer constant-contact 

control of both the helm and trim.

Double-stepped pontoon 

tubes maximize the effect of 

horsepower, breaking the flow of air and 

giving the Coppertone a running attitude 

as authoritative as its top speed. At rest, the 

outboard pontoons each have PlayCraft’s 

patented integrated boarding steps for the 

easiest reboarding ever.

Entertainment is provided by three bars 

staggered port to starboard with a two-tier 

master wet bar aft and a 12-volt refrigerator. 

It’s hard to imagine a better place to be than 

the Coppertone Special 2800.
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Contact
PLAYCRAFT BOATS Richland, Missouri; 573-765-3265; playcraftboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the Pow-
ertoon Coppertone 
Special 2800, scan 

this tag or visit 
boatingmag.com/

bbg16/playcraft
powertoon2800.
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Contact
PLAYCRAFT BOATS Richland, Missouri; 573-765-3265; playcraftboats.com

 To watch our 
video review of 
the Powertoon 

X-Treme 2700 I/O, 
scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag
.com/bbg16/play
craftxtreme2700.

2016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE

PLAYCRAFT
POWERTOON X-TREME

2700 I/O
THE FIRST THING WE DID WHEN WE 

boarded this beauty was to lift the engine 

hatch beneath the stern sun pad. The 

gleaming 520 hp Mercury Racing 8.6L 

sterndrive motor was exactly the same red as 

the powder-coated engine compartment, and 

we thought that was a fitting PlayCraft tribute 

X PlayCraft’s patented 
 integrated rear-entry steps 
make reboarding easier and 
safer than any other system.

X Side panels and gates 
are raised above the deck 
one-quarter inch for easy 
draining and drying 
following washdown.

X Color-matched engine 
compartment and LED lights 
make this a great showpiece.

SPECS
X LOA: 27'0" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 5,500 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 15/3,000   lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 70 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: MerCruiser 8.6L 

520 hp sterndrive

DRIVE/PROP: Bravo Three/

XR 25" stainless steel propset

GEAR RATIO: 1.81:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

PRICE

Unavailable  (at press time) 

to the heritage of the renowned racing brand. 

And for after-hours admirers, the engine 

compartment is lit softly with red LEDs.

After walking along the spacious deck 

and admiring the powder-coated side gates 

gleaming in the sun, we then turned our 

eyes back inboard to the bold, stitched-in 

upholstery graphics with the red 

“X” and checkerboard pattern. 

That X-Treme X is even welded into 

the powder-coated side rails for a 

radical, sporty look. We wouldn’t 

have this Powertoon any other way.

When we snapped the throttle 

forward, it hit 20 mph in five seconds 

and topped out at over 61 mph; 

that’s a result of both horsepower 

and design. PlayCraft cleverly 

welded in pontoon steps, a process 

that took some time to perfect and, 

so far, no other pontoon company 

has imitated. The steps aerate the 

bottom under the tubes, breaking up 

friction from surface tension. Their U-shaped 

flat tops give the boat an extra-firm stance, 

eliminating flex by eliminating the brackets 

that are used in other pontoons to join the 

tubes and floor beams. One more solid touch 

is the full-length, one-piece plywood 

deck, which is protected from rot and 

clearly capable of resisting the twisting 

and bowing found in lesser pontoons.

Special touches at the helm 

include Imco  steering, the standard 

in race-ready helms that offer a rock-

solid, ball-and-socket helm-shaft 

connection to the dash.

We were sold on the wakeboard 

arch, even though it shaved a few 

miles per hour from the boat’s 

previous speed clocked in the 2015 

Lake of the Ozarks Lake Rescue 

Shootout. It’s smiles per hour 

that count.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  6.00  6.90  3.00  2.00  2.30  126  145  0  84 

1500  8.52  9.80  4.90  1.74  2.00  109  126  2  84 

2000  16.16  18.60  7.50  2.16  2.48  136  156  3  86 

2500  23.64  27.20  10.30  2.29  2.64  145  166  2  90 

3000  32.07  36.90  14.20  2.26  2.60  142  164  0  91 

3500  37.28  42.90  17.40  2.14  2.47  135  155  0  90 

4000  43.01  49.50  25.50  1.69  1.94  106  122  0  93 

4500  47.62  54.80  30.70  1.55  1.79  98  112  0  93 

5000  52.14  60.00  39.30  1.33  1.53  84  96  0  93 

5100  53.53  61.60  40.00  1.34  1.54  84  97  0  93   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

BILL DOSTER
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PREMIER
310 DODICI
ON THE DOCKS, THIS STUNNING 

pontoon quickly earned one-name status. 

Like Prince or Madonna or Pelé, everyone 

just referred to it as “Dodici.”

Technically, it’s the Premier 310 Dodici, 

the company’s new flagship pontoon that 

packs a lot inside its 31-foot deck 

length and nearly 12-foot beam. 

(The beam is responsible for the 

nickname because in Italian dodici 

means “12.”) It’s a monster pontoon 

boat with copious amenities and 

the capacity for serious horsepower. 

Let’s start there. Premier has 

long been known for its PTX 

performance package, which 

features a wide center tube with an 

aft pad to generate lift. PTX helps 

Premier’s pontoons handle similar 

to V-hulls, with inboard heel in 

turns. The Dodici features a 42-inch 

X Tessellated stone flooring 
gives the feeling of stepping 
into a living room.

X Elevated Liberty helm gives 
the captain an unobstructed 
view of his surroundings 
while underway.

X Spacious bow holds couches 
with seating for 12 passengers 
and forward-facing backrests 
to either side.

SPECS
X LOA: 33'5" X Beam: 11'10" 
X Dry Weight: 3,975 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 27/5,400 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 120 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINES: Triple 300 hp Evinrude 

E-TEC G2s 

DRIVE/PROPS: Outboards/15" x 21" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 90 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 180 lb.

PRICE

$243,791 (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  7.21  8.30  2.10  3.43  3.95  371  427  2  66 

1500  9.30  10.70  4.00  2.32  2.68  251  289  2  68 

2000  16.08  18.50  7.10  2.26  2.61  245  281  2  70 

2500  21.99  25.30  11.00  2.00  2.30  216  248  2  72 

3000  26.94  31.00  17.20  1.57  1.80  169  195  2  73 

3500  33.11  38.10  23.80  1.39  1.60  150  173  2  75 

4000  36.93  42.50  28.30  1.30  1.50  141  162  2  77 

4500  42.06  48.40  32.20  1.31  1.50  141  162  2  80 

5000  47.88  55.10  33.40  1.43  1.65  155  178  2  83 

5700  55.09  63.40  45.00  1.22  1.41  132  152  2  87   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

center tube, which is like putting PTX on 

performance enhancers.

Our test model sported triple 300 hp 

Evinrude E-TEC G2 outboards. With 

those fired up, we shot out of the hole 

like a cannonball, climbing onto plane 

instantaneously and hitting 

30 mph in 3.8 seconds. We topped 

out at 63.4 mph, quite a speed for 

a boat of this size. With this kind 

of horsepower, the boat can keep 

a crowd moving; in a separate sea 

trial with 22 people on board the 

310 Dodici, Premier hit a top speed 

of 54 mph. Not many boats can hold 

that many people, let alone move 

them that fast.

The 310 Dodici has layout choices 

to keep the crowd entertained. 

Premier offers both a Cruise package 

and a Pub package; the latter is what 

we had on board. The Pub layout features 

a full bar astern with a shaded Cabana top 

and four swiveling bar stools. The square 

high-top table just forward of the bar features 

four more swiveling bar stools. The two 

swiveling captain’s chairs sit to port of the 

helm station and have their own cockpit 

table with built-in drink holders. The Polk 

stereo system has six speakers and a 10-inch 

subwoofer to pump music everywhere in 

the boat. 
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Contact
PREMIER PONTOONS Wyoming, Minnesota; 651-462-2880; pontoons.com

To watch our 
video review of the 

310 Dodici, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/premier

310dodici.
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PRINCECRAFT
JAZZ 180
FUN ON THE WATER IS A FOUR-LETTER 

word spelled J-A-Z-Z. Don’t believe us? 

Check out the performance data.

With a 60 hp Mercury outboard providing 

the power, Princecraft’s Jazz 180 propels 

you across the lake fast enough to create a 

breeze and carries you to and from 

your fishing hole before lunch, plus 

it allows you to pull some kids on a 

tube. What it doesn’t do is have you 

make a beeline for the fuel dock.

Don’t confuse the Jazz 180’s low 

price and economical operation with 

a lack of features. It proved versatile 

during our test, displaying standards 

that surprised even some of our most 

jaded testers, along with just the 

right options to really personalize 

this ’toon. Just check out the helm to 

see some examples.

There, we noted a swiveling, 

X Logs are made from 
5052-H36 marine-grade 
aluminum alloy.

X Super economical to buy 
and to run; engine options 
begin at 9.9 hp.

X Regal Edition graphics 
and upholstery will impress 
your crew.

X Camper-canvas option 
proved easy to set up and 
strike during our test.

SPECS
X LOA: 19'6" X Beam: 8'1" X Dry 

Weight: 1,456 lb. (without engine) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 8/

1,735 lb. X Fuel Capacity: Portable

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury 60 Command Stroke

PROP: Mercury SpitFire 13¾" x 11" 

3-blade aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 2.33:1

FUEL LOAD: 6 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$15,364 (base with test engine)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  2.35  2.70  0.30  7.82  9.00  42  49  0  62 

1500  3.22  3.70  0.36  8.93  10.28  48  56  0  69 

2000  4.52  5.20  0.60  7.53  8.67  41  47  2  74 

2500  5.56  6.40  0.80  6.95  8.00  38  43  2  73 

3000  6.78  7.80  1.40  4.84  5.57  26  30  3  76 

3500  8.17  9.40  1.90  4.30  4.95  23  27  4  80 

4000  10.43  12.00  2.40  4.34  5.00  23  27  4  85 

4500  12.60  14.50  3.10  4.06  4.68  22  25  4  88 

5000  13.99  16.10  4.00  3.50  4.03  19  22  4  88 

5500  15.80  18.70  5.10  3.10  3.67  17  20  4  89 

5950  18.16  20.90  5.50  3.30  3.80  18  21  4  89   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

high-back helm seat — the optional model, 

which is two-tone and sports armrests. 

This grants the skipper a comfortable and 

commanding view, in addition to easy control 

of the engine and accessories. An array of 

illuminated electrical switches installed in 

the black insert of the dash panel 

provides control of pumps, the horn, 

lights and more.

A Regal Edition, our tester 

boasted one of three optional 

colors with graphics, extra-fancy 

upholstery with piping, and the 

aforementioned swiveling, two-

tone captain’s chair. The Jazz 180 

we tested also boasted the Alto 

package ($517) that includes a 

deep swim ladder and a table that 

our testers applauded for its size, 

heft and inclusion of chrome drink 

holders. The Concert package ($842) 

includes a Jensen stereo that rocked our sea 

trial, plus a speedo, tach, horn, dandy LED 

docking lights and a smoked windshield.

Further still, this test boat was equipped 

with the full camper-canvas option that turns 

the Jazz 180 into a lake cottage.

Construction is top-notch, despite the 

low price. The logs are made from 5052-

H36 marine-grade aluminum. Heavy-duty 

extruded Z-aluminum cross channels provide 

support. This is a solid ’toon.
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Contact
PRINCECRAFT Princeville, Quebec, Canada; 800-395-8858; princecraft.com

To watch our 
video review of 

the Jazz 180, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/princecraft

jazz180.
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PRINCECRAFT
VOGUE 29 SE
GOOD LOOKS AND GREAT SPEED 

combine with quality aboard the Princecraft 

Vogue 29 SE. We were impressed with 

the APS (advanced premium styling) side 

panels; smooth and dynamic, they lend this 

’toon a unique sleekness.

A “prestige” model, this pontoon featured 

standard niceties that other boats normally 

X 50 mph performance

X APS side panels grant this 
’toon a sleek appearance.

X Four-seat bar makes this 
boat an entertaininer.

X Rugged 2½-inch heavy-
duty extruded Z-aluminum 
cross channels, and full-
length extruded aluminum 
keels and skirting

SPECS
X LOA: 29'10" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,603 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 16/3,203 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 52 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Single 350 hp Mercury 

Verado 350

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/14½" x 17" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 350 lb.

PRICE

$62,780 (base with a Mercury 
Verado 200)

list as options. Check out the LED lights 

installed on the “logs,” in the drink holders 

and behind the stereo speakers. When the 

sun goes down, the lights ramp up the fun 

aboard the Vogue 29 SE.

Have a seat and you’ll appreciate the 

Reflections vinyl lounges. This upholstery 

is softer than lesser coverings, plus it does 

not feel as hot on bare skin when 

the sun is blazing as compared with 

other coverings.

Faux granite counters also 

might be optional aboard other 

boats. There’s also a corner 

module with a sink and built-

in 12-volt refrigerator to aid 

when entertaining, and a special 

removable seat that fits into the 

bow gate location to increase 

seating when desired, which 

can be removed easily when the 

crew needs to use the gate. Other 

seating includes the rear chaise 

lounge and a reclining, swiveling 

captain’s chair at the helm. All the seating 

is upholstered in the aforementioned 

Reflections vinyl in monochrome styling.

Running the boat proves to be a blast. 

The Vogue 29 SE easily handles the 

stampede of horses unleashed 

when the throttle is advanced and 

the Mercury Verado 350 winds up. 

During our test, this pontoon hit 

30 mph in a speedy 8.8 seconds 

and rocketed to its top speed 

of 50 mph (50.1 mph, actually, 

but let’s not nitpick). The boat is 

quiet, vibration is attenuated by 

rugged construction, and our test 

boat’s engine hit 6,400 rpm, the 

recommended maximum, proving 

that Princecraft propped this 

pontoon perfectly.

Exactly what you’d expect.

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.13  4.75  1.10  3.75  4.32  176  202  0  61 

1500  4.87  5.60  1.60  3.04  3.50  142  164  0  68 

2000  6.60  7.60  2.20  3.00  3.45  140  162  0  70 

2500  9.56  11.00  3.50  2.73  3.14  128  147  1  76 

3000  15.64  18.00  5.10  3.07  3.53  144  165  1  77 

3500  18.60  21.40  7.60  2.45  2.82  115  132  2  80 

4000  22.16  25.50  9.40  2.36  2.71  110  127  2  81 

4500  24.16  27.80  11.80  2.05  2.36  96  110  2  82 

5000  28.50  32.80  15.50  1.84  2.12  86  99  3  85 

5500  35.10  41.00  19.70  1.78  2.08  83  97  3  86 

6000  39.71  45.70  24.10  1.65  1.90  77  89  3  86 

6320  43.49  50.05  30.90  1.41  1.62  66  76  3  90   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS
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To watch our 
video review of the 

Vogue 29 SE, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/princecraft

vogue29se.
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SOUTH BAY
925 SUPER SPORT
DECKED OUT IN A PRISTINE PEARL 

white with contrasting black and in-your-

face lime-green accents, South Bay’s 925 

Super Sport is definitely not your father’s 

pontoon. At both the bow and stern, stylish 

fiberglass seating modules break from 

traditional aluminum-panel-

and-fence construction, using the 

familiar anodized rails and fence 

panels only to seamlessly link the 

bow and stern. Those forward 

seating consoles incorporate dual 

4-foot-4-inch-long couches with 

generously padded thigh bolsters, 

forward-facing backrests and unique 

slide-out armrests. Amidships, 

dual reclining captain’s chairs with 

flip-up bolsters accommodate the 

captain and mate. Aft, a U-shaped 

lounge looks like it was lifted from 

a luxury cruiser. Step through the 

X South Bay’s 52-inch nose 
cones promise to enhance 
speed, reduce fuel consump-
tion and provide an overall 
more comfortable ride.

X Full-length, roll-formed 
underdeck skin better 
manages water and airflow, 
resulting in greater efficiency.

X Triple-tube configuration 
provides space for an oversize 
ski locker.

SPECS
X LOA: 29'4" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 3,950 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 9/1,260 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 104 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINES: Twin Mercury Verado 300s 

DRIVE/PROPS: 145/8 " x 19" Revolution 

4 4-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 57 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 550 lb.

PRICE

$227,273 (with test power)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.87  5.60  1.98  2.46  2.83  230  265  0  62 

1500  6.47  7.45  3.60  1.80  2.07  168  194  1  66 

2000  9.99  11.50  5.70  1.75  2.02  164  189  2  69 

2500  16.16  18.60  8.00  2.02  2.33  189  218  1  74 

3000  20.38  23.45  7.30  2.79  3.21  261  301  1  74 

3500  25.50  29.35  16.00  1.59  1.83  149  172  1  77 

4000  31.07  35.75  21.10  1.47  1.69  138  159  2  80 

4500  35.28  40.60  26.20  1.35  1.55  126  145  1  83 

5000  39.76  45.75  32.70  1.22  1.40  114  131  1  87 

5500  44.14  50.80  40.50  1.09  1.25  102  117  1  88 

6000  47.49  54.65  57.00  0.83  0.96  78  90  1  88 

6280  51.14  58.85  56.00  0.91  1.05  85  98  1  89   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

raised transomlike walk-through to the swim 

platform and find a 6-foot-wide couch that 

overlooks a full-beam swim platform with 

EVA deck padding. Stowage is located below 

all the seats, including the electrically raised 

couch. A sculpted, stainless-steel bow gate 

completes the upscale imagery.

Take a seat behind the fiberglass 

helm console and the decidedly 

premium vibe continues. The 

centerpiece is a Mercury VesselView 7 

digital color touch-screen display. 

It provides control over nearly all 

the onboard functions, and includes 

a GPS, chart plotter and sonar. 

Controls for the Clarion waterproof 

stereo with MP3, iPod and Bluetooth 

capability sit to the left of the wheel.

Equipped with South Bay’s Trifecta 

performance package, our test boat 

included a trio of 25-inch-diameter 

pontoons paired with interior lifting 

strakes to plane more quickly and enhance 

maneuverability. Combined with the 

color-matched, white-hooded Mercury 

Verado 300s at the stern, the boat planed 

instantly, hit 30 mph in 5.8 seconds, and 

topped out at a speedy 58.9 mph. Linked to 

the optional Mercury joystick control, the 

engines moved independently to allow precise 

maneuvering around a crowded dock.
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Contact
FOREST RIVER MARINE Elkhart, Indiana; 574-825-8696; forestriverinc.com

To watch our video 
review of the 925 
Super Sport, scan 

this tag or visit 
boatingmag.com/

bbg16/southbay
925supersport.
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STARCRAFT
MX 25 DL 
A TRIO OF 25-INCH-DIAMETER TUBES 

forms a high-performance running surface 

for the remarkable new MX 25 DL pontoon 

model from Starcraft Marine. Between each 

of the three tubes is an arched aluminum 

performance shield that reduces drag and 

quiets the ride while enhancing fuel 

efficiency, speed and handling. The 

result is a boat that is smooth and 

responsive while running at top 

speed, while cruising, and in sharp 

turns. We tested the 26-footer with 

a 250 hp Yamaha and were pleased 

to see a top speed of 38 mph — and 

the three-tube, HMX-equipped DL 

is capable of accommodating an 

additional 50 horses.

Topside, the MX 25 DL has a 

great layout for cruising, entertaining, 

or enjoying water sports, such as 

skiing or tubing. A double lounge at 

X HMX performance package 
with three 25-inch-diameter 
tubes boosts performance.

X Stern lounge faces forward 
or aft.

X Bench seat to starboard 
doubles as a storage locker.

X Boarding ladder on the 
transom offers high handrails 
and four telescoping, fold-
down steps.

SPECS
X LOA: 26'10" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 2,542 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 14/1,940 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 60 gal.   

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Yamaha F250

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Yamaha 

Saltwater Series II 17" x 15½" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 370 lb.

PRICE

$62,999  (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  1.10  3.95  4.55  213  245  1 50 

1500  5.21  6.00  1.90  2.74  3.16  148  171  2  60 

2000  7.82  9.00  3.00  2.61  3.00  141  162 3  61 

2500  10.43  12.00  3.80  2.74  3.16  148  171  4  73 

3000  13.90  16.00  4.90  2.84  3.27  153  176  5  76 

3500  14.77  17.00  6.00  2.46  2.83  133  153  5  72 

4000  17.81  20.50  8.10  2.20  2.53  119  137      6  74 

4500  23.46  27.00  10.90  2.15  2.48  116  134  6  75 

5000  26.07  30.00  14.20  1.84  2.11  99  114  7  73 

5500  28.68  33.00  18.60  1.54  1.77  83  96  8  77 

6000  33.02  38.00  22.10  1.49  1.72  81  93  8  80   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

the transom converts to face either forward or 

aft. A large swim platform features a stainless-

steel boarding ladder with four steps that lead 

to sturdy, stand-up handrails for easily getting 

back aboard after a refreshing swim.

Two comfortable, high-back captain’s 

chairs are offered amidships. Both 

swivel and feature fold-down 

armrests for comfort.

A padded tilt-and-lock steering 

wheel offers superb control, and a 

full-feature yet uncluttered dash 

includes a multifunction, flush-

mounted touch-screen display to 

monitor gauges, check water depth 

and position, and control standard 

accessories, like a six-speaker, 

Bluetooth-enabled Clarion stereo 

system or navigation lights.

This new Starcraft MX pontoon 

model offers creative and convenient 

amenities, such as a handy bench-style seat 

on the aft starboard side of the cockpit that 

also serves as a large storage compartment. 

You will also find a canvas-enclosed changing 

room that pops out of the backrest of the 

forward lounge on the port side — perfect 

for slipping into a bathing suit on a warm 

summer day. The lounge itself is part of a 

large wrap-around seating area in the bow 

that beckons the crew to kick back, soak up 

the sun, and enjoy the ride.
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Contact
STARCRAFT MARINE New Paris, Indiana; 866-772-4538; starcraftmarine.com

To watch our 
video review of 

the MX 25 DL, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/
bbg16/starcraft

mx25dl.
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SUNCHASER
ECLIPSE 8523 LR DH
THE NEW 24-FOOT ECLIPSE 8523 LR DH 

represents a great value for families seeking 

a high-performance pontoon boat that 

offers top-of-the-line features and excellent 

handling. With SunChaser’s X-treme PR25 

performance package, which includes 

three 25-inch-diameter tubes, the 

performance of this pontoon is 

impressive. Powered by Yamaha’s 

250 V MAX SHO, we noted a 

top speed approaching 50 mph 

at wide-open throttle. The boat’s 

swift acceleration and V-hull-like 

handling left us smiling. Forward 

and aft visibility was excellent from 

the raised fiberglass helm platform. 

The standard full-size ski pylon 

should see plenty of use among active 

water-sports enthusiasts. Other 

features include an easy-to-raise 

pop-up changing room with plenty 

X X-treme performance 
package for enhanced speed 

X Infinity four-speaker  stereo 
with Bluetooth capability

X Full-size ski pylon and 
rear-boarding ladder

X Three extra-wide cockpit 
entry gates

X Extra-long Bimini top for 
sun protection 

SPECS
X LOA: 23'10" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 2,100 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 12/1,650 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 60 gal.

HOW WE TESTED 
ENGINE: Yamaha 250 hp V MAX SHO

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Yamaha 

Saltwater Series II 17" x 15½" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 15 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 420 lb.

PRICE

$43,999   (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  0.00  5.00  1.20  0.00  4.17  0  113  1  57 

1500  5.91  6.80  2.20  2.69  3.09  73  83  1  60 

2000  9.12  10.50  3.40  2.68  3.09  72  83  2  78 

2500  14.60  16.80  4.90  2.98  3.43  80  93  3  79 

3000  18.77  21.60  6.30  2.98  3.43  80  93  4  82 

3500  21.46  24.70  8.20  2.62  3.01  71  81  4  86 

4000  24.42  28.10  11.40  2.14  2.46  58  67  5  87 

4500  28.68  33.00  14.90  1.92  2.21  52  60  5  88 

5000  32.15  37.00  18.40  1.75  2.01  47  54  5  92 

5500  38.93  44.80  22.70  1.71  1.97  46  53  5  95 

5600  39.02  44.90  23.00  1.70  1.95  46  53  5  95   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

of space to maneuver and a premium, four-

step rear-entry boarding ladder that makes 

access easy to and from the water.

Other standard features found in the 

well-appointed cockpit of the comfortable 

new Eclipse 8523 include deeply padded 

wrap-around lounge seating fore 

and aft of the helm with roto-molded 

bases that offer abundant storage 

space. The boat’s 23-foot-long deck 

is accessible by three 30-inch-wide 

entries with a full-paneled gate. 

The elevated, one-piece fiberglass 

helm console boasts a nice touch 

with a Torcello wheel matched with 

hydraulic steering and a high-back 

captain’s chair with arm- and 

headrests. The helm features a 

dashboard with lighted gauges and 

a premium Infinity stereo system 

with Bluetooth capability and 

four high-quality marine-grade speakers. 

Overhead on the new Eclipse 8523, you’ll 

find a full-width, 10-foot-long folding 

Bimini top that, when deployed, provides 

shade from the midday sun. Underfoot, 

sculpted, 22-ounce marine-grade 

carpeting adds to the comfort of this 

SunChaser pontoon model. All told, 

there’s a lot to like here. If your family 

enjoys performance and water sports, 

check out the Eclipse 8523 LR DH. 
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Contact
SUNCHASER BOATS New Paris, Indiana; 866-719-7873; sunchaserboats.com

To watch our 
video review of the 
Eclipse 8523 LR DH, 

scan this tag or visit 
boatingmag .com/
bbg16/s unchaser

eclipse8523.
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SYLVAN
MANDALAY 8525 

SPORTLOUNGER
SYLVAN NAILED IT WHEN IT SET 

out to offer a boat that boasts the 

performance characteristics of a runabout 

with the creature comforts of a 

luxe pontoon. The Revolutionary 

Planing Technology (RPT) package, 

which includes V-shaped, 27-inch-

diameter outboard tubes with chines 

and a 25-inch-diameter center 

tube to create a tri-toon design, 

allows this pontoon to replicate 

the handling of a monohull. The 

pontoon’s performance attributes are 

especially evident while cornering, 

facilitated by standard hydraulic 

steering. The boat leans into turns 

like a V-hull, and it holds steady even 

when the angle gets sharper than you 

might think a 26-foot pontoon could 

X Performance and handling 
rival that of a conventional 
V-hull runabout.

X Smart use of deck space 
with two sets of facing 
seating areas

X Full-fiberglass helm 
 console on a raised platform

X Reclining helm chairs 
include armrests, headrests 
and slide features.

SPECS
X LOA: 26'10"X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 2,542 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 14/1,940 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 30 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury Verado Pro 200

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Enertia 19" 

pitch 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1  

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

PRICE

$69,999 (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.00  4.60  1.00  4.00  4.60  108  124  1  49 

1500  5.47  6.30  1.70  3.22  3.71  87  100  1  53 

2000  7.30  8.40  2.50  2.92  3.36  79  91  2  56 

2500  10.25  11.80  3.70  2.77  3.19  75  86  3  59 

3000  13.90  16.00  4.50  3.09  3.56  83  96  3  71 

3500  18.16  20.90  7.40  2.45  2.82  66  76  4  67  

4000  21.03  24.20  9.50  2.21  2.55  60  69  4  72 

4500  24.59  28.30  12.60  1.95  2.25  53  61  4  72 

5000  27.46  31.60  16.10  1.71  1.96  46  53  4  85 

5500  28.24  32.50  19.80  1.43  1.64  39  44  4  74 

5600  33.37  38.40  20.00  1.67  1.92  45  52  4  84   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

cut. In the straightaways, the Mandalay 8525 

Sportlounger seems to glide across the water, 

even in a considerable chop. We recorded a 

respectable top speed of 38.4 mph that was 

powered by a 200 hp Mercury Verado Pro; 

the RPT package tested is able to 

accommodate an additional 100 

horses, which would be interesting.

Topside, the fore and aft deck 

lounges face each other to double 

as comfortable conversation pits 

separated by 28-ounce marine-

grade carpeting underfoot and an 

elevated, fiberglass helm console 

amidships that sports two extremely 

comfortable chairs that slide, recline, 

and offer arm- and headrests. The 

26-footer has abundant storage 

options, a sensible layout, and 

features that offer onboard comfort 

and ambience both day and night, 

complete with standard concealed mood 

and underwater lighting, as well as an aft 

courtesy light, illuminated cup holders, 

and bow pods that combine docking and 

navigation lights for twilight cruising.

Other notable features include a changing 

room that pops up from a compartment on 

the arm of the aft lounge seat, and a large in-

floor locker that takes advantage of the space 

available in the 25-inch-diameter center 

pontoon log.
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Contact
SYLVAN MARINE New Paris, Indiana; 866-766-9698; sylvanmarine.com

To watch our 
video review of the 

Mandalay 8525 
Sportlounger, scan 

this tag or visit 
boatingmag.com/

bbg16/sylvan
mandalay.



The biggest jet boat line-up just got way more versatile. Available on our 21’ and 25’ 

models the WAKE EDITION comes stacked with features including custom graphics, 

tower and board racks plus digital speed control and wake ballast system. For the 

first time, arm stretching jet power and thrill seeking wake sports come together into 

one ultimate jam. scarabjetboats.com

WE KEEP ADDING MORE TO OUR PLAYLIST

INTRODUCING THE SCARAB WAKE EDITION
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 XCURSION
23 C4G
THE SMART-LOOKING XCURSION 23 

C4G is all about comfort, starting with a ride 

offered with the 3.0 performance package 

that takes advantage of three 25-inch-

diameter tubes — including a full-length 

center log — that are separated by a pair of 

curved aluminum underbelly sheets 

that run the length of the deck. This 

addition reduces drag to boost speed 

and efficiency, and dampens noise 

for a quiet ride. 

      The pontoons are secured to the 

boat’s crossbeams using full-length 

extruded risers for rigidity. The tubes 

are also pressurized and baffled 

to minimize the risk of dents from 

bumping the dock.

On deck, Xcursion passengers 

have four ways to step aboard the 

expansive deck, including boarding 

gates on both the port and starboard 

X Triple-tube design with a 
full-length center tube

X Entry gates port and 
starboard, as well as in the 
bow and stern

X Clarion stereo with 
Bluetooth connectivity and 
weather band

X Elevated sun pad over the 
pop-up changing room at 
the transom

SPECS
X LOA: 24'2" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 2,600 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 13/1,875 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 38 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury 150 EFI

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Enertia 15.6" x 13" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.92:1

FUEL LOAD: 12 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240 lb. 

PRICE

$44,898  (MSRP with motor and rig, 
not including prop, freight and taxes)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.48  4.00  0.80  4.34  5.00  117  135  0  64 

1500  5.04  5.80  1.30  3.88  4.46  105  120  1  66 

2000  6.52  7.50  1.90  3.43  3.95  93  107  1  67 

2500  9.12  10.50  2.70  3.38  3.89  91  105  3  71 

3000  13.64  15.70  3.30  4.13  4.76  112  128  2  75 

3500  17.03  19.60  4.80  3.55  4.08  96  110  1  81  

4000  19.64  22.60  6.20  3.17  3.65  86  98  2  78 

4500  22.59  26.00  7.70  2.93  3.38  79  91  2  81 

5000  25.72  29.60  10.10  2.55  2.93  69  79  2  86 

5500  28.59  32.90  11.80  2.42  2.79  65  75  2  85 

5850  29.20  33.60  13.90  2.10  2.42  57  65  2  90 

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

sides, as well as traditional entries at the 

bow and stern. The stern gate also provides 

access to a large swim platform fitted with 

a ski tow bar and a full-size, stainless-steel 

boarding ladder. 

Cockpit seating is plush, constructed 

with multidensity foam covered 

in soft-touch vinyl. Wrap-around 

seating in the bow features forward-

facing lounges, while the portside 

lounge in the cockpit faces aft to 

monitor tow sports in comfort. The 

Xcursion’s comfort attributes extend 

all the way down to the deck itself, 

which is covered in tropical-weave 

flooring installed over a pad for extra 

cushioning underfoot.

A high-back helm chair with 

armrests reclines and swivels for the 

captain’s comfort and faces a high-

tech dashboard. We noted a Murphy 

digital instrumentation display, analog 

gauges, and a Clarion marine stereo complete 

with Bluetooth connectivity and weather-

band functions.

This new 24-foot pontoon boat from 

Forest River handled well during our 

performance testing. We recorded top speeds 

over 33 mph. During acceleration testing, 

the 0-to-30 mph time was just over eight 

seconds, thanks to a peppy 150 hp Mercury 

FourStroke EFI ouboard. 
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Contact
FOREST RIVER MARINE Elkhart, Indiana; 574-825-8696; forestriverinc.com

To watch our video 
review of the 23 

C4G, scan this tag 
or visit boating 

mag.com/bbg16/
xcursion23c4g.
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ANGLERS ARE DIFFERENT. 

They choose boats with a specific 

primary purpose in mind — their 

avocation — and will subordinate 

other activities in order to 

optimize the time spent wetting 

a line and dangling an angle 

while fishing. That makes them 

different than other boaters.

Unlike most mariners, anglers 

have a somewhat easier time 

shopping for a boat because they 

are mission-specific boaters. Or 

so it’s been said. 

The theory stems from the fact 

that much of what a fisherman 

wants and needs in a boat is 

easily measured. Things such 

as the gallons of livewell capacity, 

the number of rod holders, 

and the square feet of cockpit 

space are quantifiable and easily 

verified right in the showroom. 

Of course, it’s not really that 

easy. Every fisherman has his 

own ideas about what constitutes 

the perfect combination of those 

“easily measured” attributes. 

And because fishing boats are 

designed and built by fishermen 

(the good ones are anyway), there 

are myriad subtle differences in 

any two boats that might look like 

twins to the uninitiated. There 

are also the less tangible qualities 

to consider: Ride and handling 

are good examples.

It takes experience to cull 

through all this. Boating boat 

testers test more boats than 

anyone else in the business.

— Kevin Falvey

92 BELZONA 325
94 BOSTON WHALER 270 DAUNTLESS
96 EVERGLADES 360 LXC
98 GRADY-WHITE 191 CE
100 RANGER 190LS REATA
101 RANGER Z175
102 RANGER Z522D
104 REGULATOR 41
106 SCOUT 420
107 SEA CHASER 22 HFC
108 YAMAHA 190 FSH C
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A family bonds and builds 

lifelong memories afloat. 

Read more about Ranger’s 

190LS Reata on page 100.

912016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE BOATINGMAG.COM
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BELZONA
325 CENTER CONSOLE
NO MATTER WHAT KIND OF BOAT

you’re setting out to purchase, you ideally 

want one with easy boarding access either 

from the water or the dock. There is no boat 

with a better setup for that than the Belzona 

325 Center Console. From afar the 325 looks 

like any other in a line of rugged and well-

built center-consoles coming out of Florida. 

But closer inspection reveals its truly unique 

boarding/dive-door system. On test day, we 

stepped aboard through the gunwale doors 

that slide aft rather than swing open as dive 

doors would on other boats. The doors slide 

on stainless-steel trolleys that mate with the 

self-lubricating track. Also, they are much 

wider than the traditional hinged diver 

door; they are built wide enough to make 

this boat wheelchair accessible — 40 inches 

when fully open. Underway, the doors are 

watertight and rattle-free, an attribute we 

confirmed during rigorous testing through 

X Head in the console has 
four fixed windows and 
a pump-out toilet with a 
10-gallon holding tank.

X Transom bench folds away 
for cockpit fishing duty.

X Padded coaming bolsters 
keep anglers comfortable 
when fighting fish from bow 
to stern.

SPECS
X LOA: 32'6" X Beam: 10'8" 
X Dry Weight: 11,300 lb. 
X Seating/Capacity: Yacht Certified 
X Fuel Capacity: 280 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGNE: Twin Yamaha F300s

DRIVE/PROPS: Outboards/Saltwater 

Series II 15¼" x 19" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.751:1

FUEL LOAD: 250 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 650 lb.

PRICE

$274,788 (with twin Mercury 
Verado 300s)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.56  6.40  1.00  5.56  6.40  771  887  1  68 

1500  6.69  7.70  3.00  2.23  2.57  309  356  2  71 

2000  7.91  9.10  7.80  1.01  1.17  141  162  4  73 

2500  8.17  9.40  9.70  0.84  0.97  117  134  5  74 

3000  11.38  13.10  12.00  0.95  1.09  131  151  3  82 

3500  26.07  30.00  16.00  1.63  1.88  226  260  2  83 

4000  30.94  35.60  19.80  1.56  1.80  217  249  2  85 

4500  35.71  41.10  28.80  1.24  1.43  172  198  2  84 

5000  39.63  45.60  38.90  1.02  1.17  141  162  2  85 

5500  42.84  49.30  48.00  0.89  1.03  124  142  1  86 

5800  46.92  54.00  55.00  0.85  0.98  118  136  1  88   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

manufactured confused seas.

The doors are just two of the 76 molded 

parts on this boat. Another standout is the 

cockpit drainage system made of molded-in 

slits on the transom in lieu of scuppers. The 

hardtop is also impressive, supported by 

the windshield frame and a stout fiberglass 

beam that’s built into the leaning post. 

The windshield rakes forward, providing 

protection from the elements at the helm. The 

captain and first mate have separate seats 

with independent flip-up bolsters and flip-

down footrests. Comfortable seats abound, 

and a transom bench folds away for fishing. 

Wrap-around seating in the bow provides 

comfort while allowing acesss for anglers. 

A Fusion stereo system with two speakers 

comes standard for entertainment.

The 325 has 22 degrees of transom 

deadrise, but it rides on a flat delta pad 

similar to a bass boat. This helps it to both 

plane quickly and hold plane at low speeds 

(15.7 mph on test day), and also to exceed 

53 mph on the top-end speed. Adjust the 

standard stainless-steel trim tabs to help 

keep the boat at a level attitude when 

underway. While we originally tested 

the prototype with twin Yamaha F300 

outboards, Belzona now exclusively offers 

Mercury power. The standard rig comes with 

twin 300 hp Mercury Verado outboards that 

are mounted on the transom.
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Contact
BELZONA MARINE Miami, Florida; 305-512-3200; belzonamarine.com



A PLAYCRAFT PONTOON IS MORE THAN A PLEASANTLY POWERFUL BOAT. IT’S MORE THAN A 

CRAFT SO LUXURIOUS YOU MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO AVOID DRY LAND ALL WEEKEND. EVERY 

PLAYCRAFT PONTOON IS A PRODUCT OF GREAT WORKMANSHIP. WE DON’T TAKE SHORTCUTS IN 

QUALITY TO MAKE THE FASTEST PRODUCTION PONTOONS ON THE MARKET. FROM THE GRAPHICS 

ON THE HULL TO THE STITCHING ON THE SOFAS, WE PAY ATTENTION TO EVERY DETAIL.

     AFTER ALL - THIS IS YOUR REFUGE, YOUR GREAT ESCAPE. 

WHEN IT’S TIME TO LEAVE IT ALL BEHIND, ISN’T A PLAYCRAFT WHAT YOU DESERVE?

PlayCraftBoats.com
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BOSTON WHALER
270 DAUNTLESS
BOSTON WHALER’S 270 DAUNTLESS 

floats shallow for inshore fishing or beach 

picnics (check out the optional folding bow 

ladder), but it can also run messy inlets to 

fish offshore. It’s slender enough to trailer 

easily, but a moderate-deadrise bottom 

and a buoyant bow help its generous length 

negotiate nasty seas and keep steady on 

a drift. Best of all, while twin engines are 

available, the 270 Dauntless ran well with 

a single 300 hp Mercury Verado outboard 

during our testing, meaning you save on 

purchase, operation and maintenance while 

gaining space on the transom swim platform 

(which also sports a ladder).

Family-friendly features include a roomy, 

ventilated head, including a portable toilet 

with pump-out. The front of the console 

offers a lounge seat for two with cavernous, 

lockable storage beneath (with room for 

dedicated racks that can hold five rods). Fit 

X Roomy, able, near-coastal 
fishing boat with lots of 
 family features

X Good performance with a 
single engine means savings 
in purchase and operation.

X Head’s size is for adults, 
not just children.

X Unsinkable, self-bailing 
construction enhances safety.

SPECS
X LOA: 27'4" X Beam: 9'0" 
X Dry Weight: 4,800 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 12/3,349 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 150 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Single 300 hp Mercury Verado

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Enertia 

15" x 15" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

PRICE

$107,084 (base with single 300 hp 
Verado; $111,711 base with single 
350 hp Verado)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.39  3.90  1.0 4.17  4.00 478 540  59  61 

1500  5.56  6.40  1.70  3.26  3.76  452 507  1  66 

2000  6.86  7.90  2.60  2.64  3.04  361  416  2  70 

2500  8.26  9.50  3.80  2.17  2.50  297  342  3  76 

3000  11.38  13.10  6.30  1.81  2.08  247  284  4  82 

3500  15.73  18.10  7.90  1.99  2.29  272  313  4  83 

4000  20.33  23.40  10.30  1.97  2.27  270  311  4  83 

4500  23.46  27.00  11.80  1.99  2.29  272  313  4  84 

5000  27.63  31.80  15.60  1.77  2.04  242  279  4  86 

5500  30.10  35.60  20.50  1.47  1.74  201  238  3  86 

6000  34.06  39.20  27.30  1.29  1.49  173  203  3  88 

6400  38.70  44.60  29.8  1.30  1.50 174  205 3  90   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

cushions to the bow’s casting platform and 

add the table between the platform and the 

console lounge to make seating for six. Or 

stow the table and flip up the aft ends of 

the bow-platform seats to provide two more 

lounges. An optional sunshade attaches to 

the fiberglass hardtop.

The helm offers space for two 12-inch 

Raymarine electronics displays, something 

those with the fishing bug might appreciate. 

But don’t forget that today’s multifunction 

marine electronics displays can also provide 

entertainment. Movies, games, music ... the 

control, display and output of all these can be 

done at the helm.

The 270 Dauntless offers three different 

options for a leaning post/helm seat, 

including four rod holders, a cooler, sink, 

and a livewell or countertop. There’s more 

rod storage on the aft end of the hardtop 

and across the aft deck. The stern seat has 

a folding backrest, so it easily converts into 

another casting deck.

For tow sports, a ski pylon fits onto the 

stern deck, and an 18-gallon tank supplies 

fresh water to a shower wand that’s mounted 

there. While the stern swim platform serves 

most needs, this boat also offers an optional 

fold-down swim patio mounted in the port 

side. Versatility is what the 270 Dauntless is 

all about.
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Contact
BOSTON WHALER Edgewater, Florida; 877-294-5645; whaler.com



Outer Armor - Built By Commercial Sewing 
has developed custom features for our boat 
covers that have changed the industry. From 
our patented VacuHold® trailering system, to 
our molded access doors, we design covers 
to last through the toughest elements and 
protect your boat all year long.

Molded
Cleat Doors

SurLast 
Fabric – BW+ Heavy Duty Ratchets

with Compression 
Molded Pocket

VacuHold®
Vents

Molded
Gas Door
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EVERGLADES
360 LXC
EVERGLADES’ NEW 360 LXC COMBINES 

a proven 35-foot-4-inch running surface 

(found in the 350 LX cruiser sister ship) 

with an interior that emphasizes luxury and 

comfort. For entertaining, there’s a wet bar 

abaft the center console and a handy ice 

maker nestled below.

You’ll find a U-shaped lounge forward 

of the helm with a motorized dining table; 

lower the table and insert a filler cushion to 

create a bed. Enjoy the 32-inch flat-screen 

TV that rises from a pod opposite the lounge.

A forward cabin features master and 

midcabin berths and a 16-inch TV, plus 

a galley with a solid countertop, sink and 

faucet, and a microwave set into the cabinetry 

above. A refrigerator/freezer resides amid 

the cabinetry below. To port is an enclosed 

head compartment with a porcelain pump-

out marine toilet, a countertop with a sink, 

and a shower. Back topside, the dash panel 

X Forward lounge area 
quickly converts from dining 
mode to a bed. 

XWith three refrigerators 
and an 83-quart cooler, the 
360 LXC offers plenty of 
cold storage. 

X Flat-screen 32-inch TV in 
the forward lounge retracts 
when not in use, and a 16-inch 
model is in the cabin.

SPECS
X LOA: 35'4" X Beam: 10'8" X Dry 

Weight (approx.): 13,300 lb. (without 

power) X Seating/Weight Capacity: 

Yacht Certified  XFuel Capacity: 328 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Triple 350 hp Yamaha F350s

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Yamaha 

Saltwater Series II 15¼" x 19" (outer 

engines), 15½" x 21" (center engine) 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.73:1

FUEL LOAD: 300 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 525 lb.

PRICE

$673,005 (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  6.56  7.55  4.40  1.49  1.72  440  507  0  68 

1500  9.08  10.45  8.60  1.06  1.22  312  359  1  70 

2000  10.12  11.65  14.50  0.70  0.80  206  237  4  78 

2500  14.47  16.65  20.70  0.70  0.80  206  237  6  82 

3000  19.64  22.60  29.20  0.67  0.77  199  228  9  85 

3500  26.50  30.50  32.50  0.82  0.94  241  277  7  86 

4000  32.11  36.95  41.30  0.78  0.89  230  264  5  87 

4500  36.06  41.50  49.00  0.74  0.85  217  250  4  87 

5000  41.67  47.95  72.00  0.58  0.67  171  197  4  90 

5500  45.49  52.35  86.20  0.53  0.61  156  179  4  90 

5800  49.27  56.70  98.00  0.50  0.58  148  171  4  96   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

integrates a pair of flat-mounted Garmin 

7616 multifunction displays. Helm seating 

for three features flip-up bolsters, fold-down 

armrests and a footrest on the console.

You’ll discover two more fridges on 

the 360 — one on each side of the outdoor 

galley, which serves as the focal point for 

the 100-square-foot social area in the aft 

cockpit. You can cook on the electric grill 

while guests relax on the wrap-around stern 

seating. Snap-in woven-grass deck coverings 

feel comfy under bare feet. Stay cool with the 

motorized SureShade hardtop extension or 

take a dip using the inward-opening utility 

door to port. A removable dive ladder lets you 

easily climb back aboard.

The hardtop’s aft-facing LED spreader 

lights and dome lights illuminate night 

cruises. Forward-facing LED docking lights 

help guide you into the slip. Enjoy the stereo 

system, which features a Fusion head unit and 

eight JL marine speakers, plus a subwoofer.

Like all Everglades, the 360 features the 

company’s Rapid Molded Core Application 

Process (RAMCAP) construction. Pre-

molded high-density foam is laid in and then 

vacuum-bonded to the liner for strength and 

durability. It also renders the 360 unsinkable, 

solid and durable, which is a good thing to 

know as you enjoy the luxurious amenities 

found throughout this innovative new 

Everglades model.
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Contact
EVERGLADES BOATS Edgewater, Florida; 877-902-6287; evergladesboats.com



P O N T O O N S

Freedom is more than a concept. It’s a state of mind. 

And it’s never more alive than when onboard a 

Cypress Cay pontoon. Handcrafted with some of 
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DISCOVER A NEW

STATE OF MIND
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cypresscaypontoons.com 
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866.395.3052 
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GRADY-WHITE
191 COASTAL EXPLORER
GRADY-WHITE’S NEW 191 COASTAL 

Explorer punches above its weight. This 

new boat from the storied North Carolina 

boatbuilder is broad for its length, meaning 

roomy enough for eight people on a picnic, 

but the proprietary SeaV  2 hull, the principles 

of which govern the shape of this boat’s 

bottom as much as they do the shape of 

larger bluewater Grady-White hulls that ply 

far offshore fishing grounds, lets it ride soft 

and dry in snotty conditions that would send 

many larger boats home. The classic Carolina 

style is functional with a raised sheer to deal 

with breakers and a broad flare to knock 

down spray. Even so, a shallow draft makes 

the 191 CE ideal for inshore fishing, especially 

with its trolling motor that’s fitted on the pad 

at the bow and wired to the internal harness. 

Yamaha’s F150 outboard engine is a perfect 

match for useful speed, load-carrying power, 

fuel efficiency and durability. So gear up and 

X Classy-looking Carolina 
raised sheer and bow flare

X Generous beam and the 
SeaV2   hull make it both 
roomy and seaworthy.

X Versatile interior makes it 
fishy and family-friendly.

X Easy on fuel when on the 
water or trailered behind a 
tow vehicle on the road.

SPECS
X LOA: 19'4" X Beam: 8'2" 
X Dry Weight: 2,360 lb. 
X Seating Capacity: 8 
X Fuel Capacity: 52 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Single 150 hp Yamaha 

four-stroke

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/14¼" x 18" 

Reliance SDS 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

PRICE

$58,700 (base with single 
Yamaha F150)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.65  4.20  0.70  5.21  6.00  244  281  0  62 

1500  5.13  5.90  1.20  4.27  4.92  200  230  0  64 

2000  6.26  7.20  2.10  2.98  3.43  139  160  1  70 

2500  7.30  8.40  3.60  2.03  2.33  95  109  4  74 

3000  14.08  16.20  4.40  3.20  3.68  150  172  4  81 

3500  20.86  24.00  5.30  3.93  4.53  184  212  2  81 

4000  25.55  29.40  6.70  3.81  4.39  178  205  2  81 

4500  29.63  34.10  8.80  3.37  3.88  158  181  1  82 

5000  33.72  38.80  10.70  3.15  3.63  147  170  1  82 

5500  40.00  43.00  14.00  2.86  3.07  134  144  1  82 

6000  41.90  46.30  16.40  2.55  2.82  120  132  1  83   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

head out across that large open bay or sound, 

and then sneak up into the fishiest little 

creeks you can find. The 191 CE can handle 

just about anything an inshore angler can 

cast at it.

The Grady-White design team scores an 

A-plus, not just for a great boat but also for 

execution in creating a versatile multipurpose 

boat. Head out at dawn to fish flats, inlets 

and nearshore reefs. Fish and cast-net 

bait from the broad bow platform. Fit the 

insulated compartment under the console’s 

forward seat to become a 16-gallon livewell 

for the net’s catch and fit the 10.5-gallon 

compartment at the transom to become a 

release well. A 72-quart cooler under the 

helm’s leaning post can ice down a catch 

destined for dinner on the shore-side grill. 

The cavernous bow locker holds plenty of gear 

and conceals a fully functional anchor locker.

Fishing done, you can return to port for 

a late-morning washdown. Snap on the bow 

and stern cushions, fit lounge backrests on 

the bow or the stern jump seats, add the 

picnic table in front of the console seat, place 

the ski tow bar at the transom, and refill the 

big cooler with sandwiches. Don’t forget to 

inflate the tube and get your song playlist in 

order. Now the 191 CE is ready for lunch, an 

afternoon of tow sports, and, well, coastal 

exploring of myriad varieties. What more 

could a water-loving family ask for?
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Contact
GRADY-WHITE Greenville, North Carolina; 252-752-2111; gradywhite.com



      he all-new Stratos® 386XF.  Bow to stern, it’s designed to take on a world of  big water 

and multi-species angling.  The deep vee hull is engineered for a smooth, dry, rough water 

ride.  At the helm, hydraulic steering delivers responsive handling and the ultra-stable 

platforms balance a huge 99” beam.  Inside, the layout is filled with standard features like 

Lowrance® electronics, a Minn Kota® trolling motor, snap-in carpet, a built-in cooler, 

and recirculating aerated livewell/baitwells. Topping off the 386’s do-it-all nature, 

the design also includes a host of family-friendly comforts as well as a full array of

performance instrumentation, abundant rod, ski, and gear storage, rear jump seats, 

deck pads, a custom-matched Road Armor Equipped® trailer, broad choice of 

factory-rigged outboards, and the added security of upright, level foam flotation.

From tournament fishing to your favorite watersports, this is the Stratos®

386XF.  It’s Built For Your Kind Of Fishing & Their Kind Of Fun!

1-877-9STRATOS
 For The Name Of Your Nearest Stratos® Dealer, Call:

(978-7286)

www.stratosboats.com
Visit Us At:

For Even More Details.

TM/® are trademarks/registered trademarks of Stratos Boats, LLC or suppliers.
© Copyright MMXIV Fishing Holdings, LLC d/b/a Stratos® Boats S-4111

T

®
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RANGER
190LS REATA
RANGER BUILDS SOLID BOATS WITH 

efficient hulls whether the price tag is 

$75,000 or $25,000. And it gets the most 

performance from every pony bolted to the 

patented “pultruded” transom of each boat.

So we weren’t surprised to see the 190LS 

zip up to impressive top speeds with 

a 150 hp outboard planted firmly in 

the middle of the high-power range. 

And acceleration was powerful too. 

Then, on that platform, Ranger built 

a serious fishing machine that will 

also bring smiles to the family when 

boards replace sticks and ski ropes 

replace fishing lines.

The setup for water sports is easy. 

Flip up the three aft bucket-seat 

backs and slip in the solid aluminum 

tow pylon. Now the cockpit seats five, 

and the mate mans the observation 

post by swiveling the forward seat 

X Pultruded panel is lami-
nated with glass fibers under 
tension  , creating a light, rigid, 
rot-proof transom.

X Lowrance HDS electronics 
are great for finding the best 
fishing holes or the most 
protected ski waters.

X Boarding ladder, which is 
mounted beneath a hatch,  
proved easy to deploy from in 
or out of the water.

SPECS
X LOA: 18'8" X Beam: 8'4" 
X Dry Weight: 1,900 lb. (plus motor)
XWeight Capacity: 1,700 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 34 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury 150

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Tempest 19" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.92:1  

FUEL LOAD: 25 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240 lb.

PRICE

$42,000 (base)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.82  4.40  0.90  4.25  4.89  130  150  0  70 

1500  5.30  6.10  1.70  3.12  3.59  95  110  1  70 

2000  6.69  7.70  2.60  2.57  2.96  79  91  3  72 

2500  8.43  9.70  3.30  2.55  2.94  78  90  5  78 

3000  18.07  20.80  4.10  4.41  5.07  135  155  2  80 

3500  23.29  26.80  5.50  4.23  4.87  130  149  1  82 

4000  26.16  30.10  7.30  3.58  4.12  110  126  1  83 

4500  31.80  36.60  9.20  3.46  3.98  106  122  1  86 

5000  36.76  42.30  12.10  3.04  3.50  93  107  1  89 

5500  41.19  47.40  13.80  2.98  3.43  91  105  1  91 

5800  43.67  50.25  14.40  3.03  3.49  93  107  1  95   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

astern. Sun pads on our test boat provided a 

great lounging area for added fun.

A full-width, tempered-glass windshield 

completes the sporty day-cruising look and 

will keep a chilly evening cruise to waterfront 

dining far more pleasant. An Infinity 

marine stereo adds to the ambience 

on board. The one on our tester had 

bluetooth connectivity.

For fishing, flip those three 

aft seats down and you have an 

enormous casting deck to match 

the one at the bow. There’s a fully 

functioning livewell aft and a 

combination ski-and-rod locker up 

front. Keep water skis in the center 

locker — there is space alongside for 

rods. The helm offers space for an 

optional, factory-installed Lowrance 

GPS/chart-plotter combo and  

compartments for tackle or phones.

Our test boat was equipped with an 

onboard charger to keep the trolling-motor 

batteries — and the fishermen — happy. An 

easy-to-access circuit breaker makes the boat 

effortless to store in the garage and get ready 

on Friday for a weekend of fun. Getting it to 

the water is easy too, thanks to a custom-fit-

and-colored trailer, designed to make its ride 

on the road as soft as yours is on the water.

You can buy a cheaper fish-and-ski boat, 

but it won’t be around as long.
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Contact
RANGER BOATS Flippin, Arkansas; 870-453-2222; rangerboats.com

To watch our 
video review of the 
190LS Reata, scan 

this tag or visit 
boatingmag

.com/bbg16/
ranger190LSreata.
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Contact
RANGER BOATS Flippin, Arkansas; 870-453-2222; rangerboats.com

RANGER
Z175
THE Z175 IS PROOF THAT YOU DON’T 

have to spend $75,000 to get the fishability, 

performance and benefits of Ranger 

ownership. Our tests proved that the Z175’s 

compact package brought the fishability and 

performance for which Ranger is renowned, 

but with storage and towing conveniences at 

a comfortable operating cost.

At the bow, rod storage is all Ranger: It’s 

X Great-looking vinyl and car-
pet accents add comfort to this 
glimmering metal-flake ride.

XMatte-finish fiberglass 
on the cockpit’s sides resists 
scratches from gear and 
boots, and hides scuffs, if 
they occur.

X Ranger custom designs its 
upholstery in-house so material 
repairs can be tastefully com-
pleted years after purchase.

SPECS
X LOA: 17'6" X Beam: 7'6" 
X Dry Weight: 1,250 lb. (plus engine) 
XWeight Capacity: 1,200 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 23 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Evinrude E-TEC 115

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/

Rogue 13" x 21" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.0:1 

FUEL LOAD: 15 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 240 lb.

PRICE

$26,000 (base)

tournament ready with dedicated lockers 

for rods and tackle. Hatches are held open 

with gas-assist struts, which makes getting 

or stowing your gear easier, and storage is 

lockable for overnight security. The bow 

proved ready to fish during our test and 

sported a Minn Kota Edge 70 trolling motor, 

which is operated with a recessed foot pedal. 

An onboard Dual-Pro charger 

freshens batteries overnight, and 

6-gauge wiring makes efficient use of 

DC trolling power.

Ranger’s angler conveniences 

spice every nook and cranny of 

the Z175, including cup holders, 

cellphone compartments and fishing-

tool storage. A signature Ranger 

fish ruler is mounted amidships for 

convenience. Retractable rod tie 

downs for the owner and partner 

keep rods in place on the fly. A small 

gap between the helm console and 

gunwale makes a nest for rod tips.

The Z175 was sporty, and the 

Evinrude E-TEC 115 was a fuel 

sipper. It’s the lightest, most powerful 115 

on a pounds-per-horsepower basis, and 

an under-the-cowl oil tank means there is 

no reservoir to interfere with access to the 

pumps, battery chargers and circuit 

breakers.

Making this the ideal self-storage 

bass rig for the garage is the Ranger 

Trail custom trailer. It boasts Cool 

Hubs for ultimate lubrication and 

long-range on-the-road safety. Road 

Armor fenders and finish will keep 

the hull and trailer looking great 

for years. A swing-away tongue 

compresses the overall length for 

easy storage in a standard garage.

How can you get more fishing 

fun in a $26,000 package? Start 

your quest here.

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 R
A

N
G

E
R

 B
O

A
T

S

To watch our video 
review of the Z175, 

scan this tag or 
visit boatingmag

.com/bbg16/
rangerZ175.

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  0.50  8.69  10.00  188  216  0  70 

1500  6.00  6.90  1.20  5.00  5.75  108  124  2  72 

2000  7.65  8.80  2.20  3.48  4.00  75  86  4  82 

2500  17.12  19.70  3.00  5.71  6.57  123  142  1  82 

3000  21.99  25.30  4.50  4.89  5.62  106  121  1  82 

3500  26.50  30.50  5.80  4.57  5.26  99  114  0  93  

4000  30.41  35.00  7.50  4.06  4.67  88  101  0  85 

4500  33.19  38.20  9.40  3.53  4.06  76  88  0  86 

5000  36.24  41.70  11.90  3.05  3.50  66  76  0  88 

5200  39.19  45.10  13.40  2.92  3.37  63  73  0  89  

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

2016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE
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RANGER
Z522D
JUST TRY TO MOUNT AN ASSAULT ON 

Ranger’s claim to be the legendary premier 

bass boat. The brand is so well known and so 

coveted that even the cowboy-hatted face of 

its originator Forest L. Woods is familiar to all 

but the most casual anglers. Ranger was not 

only the first in bass boats, they were 

among the first to offer fully foam-

filled hulls, not only unsinkable, but 

capable of getting you home in the 

unlikely event of a hull-puncturing 

collision. Those elements are more 

than tradition at Ranger, they are 

primary helixes in its DNA. So too 

are top speed, ultimate fishability 

and long-lasting good looks. 

When we levered the throttle 

on the Z522D, we knew Ranger 

had built a new category of fishing 

machine. Its easy planing stability 

and readiness to hit maximum 

X Livewells are aerated, 
recirculating, and equipped 
with a pump-out system that 
completely empties them.

X On-deck tackle systems 
securely stow rods.

X Padded casting deck and 
recessed trolling-motor pedal 
keep anglers fresh all day.

X Transducers are factory-
glassed into the hull for 
optimum performance.

SPECS
X LOA: 22'7" X Beam: 8'6" 
X Dry Weight: 2,250 lb. (plus engine) 
XWeight Capacity: 2,100 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 56 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Mercury Verado 250

DRIVE/PROP: Tempest 21" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

PRICE

$74,000 (base)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.00  4.60  1.20  3.33  3.83  150  173  0  64 

1500  5.74  6.60  1.80  3.19  3.67  143  165  0  64 

2000  7.82  9.00  2.60  3.01  3.46  135  156  1  69 

2500  11.82  13.60  3.80  3.11  3.58  140  161  1  71 

3000  16.16  18.60  5.40  2.99  3.44  135  155  1  80 

3500  19.99  23.00  7.30  2.74  3.15  123  142  1  73 

4000  24.64  28.35  9.70  2.54  2.92  114  132  2  74 

4500  30.07  34.60  12.60  2.39  2.75  107  124  2  77 

5000  33.89  39.00  16.10  2.10  2.42  95  109  2  82 

5500  38.06  43.80  22.00  1.73  1.99  78  90  2  84 

6000  42.10  48.45  30.70  1.37  1.58  62  71  2  85 

6300  44.71  51.45  31.50  1.42  1.63  64  74  2  88  

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

speed — 60 mph in our test, which was 

50 ponies shy of max horsepower — come 

from its patented “pultruded” transom, 

solid foam-filled construction, crisp keel 

and perfectly proportioned pad-hull design. 

Those are expected from a Ranger, but it’s 

the Z522D’s high gunwales that give 

it its surprising ability to shoulder 

through treacherous conditions that 

can suddenly crop up in the Saint 

Lawrence and Great Lakes. Yet its 

hull design makes the boat resistant 

to wind drifts when casting for 

trophy fish.

Then there’s the way Ranger 

thoughtfully blends in the most 

functional storage and maintenance 

systems. Go ahead, ride your 

equipment hard and put it away wet. 

The power-ventilated forward lockers 

for rods, tackle boxes and life jackets 

will tend to it. Battery maintenance is also 

done for you, thanks to the onboard charger 

system, easy-to-access circuit breakers, and 

the voltage-sensing relay system that keeps 

your trolling-motor batteries fresh all day.

The careful attention to detail and utterly 

fishable, high-performance boat design 

truthfully earns Ranger its claim to premier 

status, and that’s what will keep it there, no 

matter whose stable the brand calls home.
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Contact
RANGER BOATS Flippin, Arkansas; 870-453-2222; rangerboats.com

To watch our 
video review of 
the Z522D, scan 
this tag or visit 

boatingmag
.com/bbg16/
rangerZ522D.
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REGULATOR
41
REGULATOR’S LARGEST BOAT EVER, 

the new 41 features a posh cabin inside its 

center console with a cherry dining table 

that converts to a berth for two, and a galley 

with an inductive cooktop, microwave, 

countertop, sink and fridge that sit amid 

wood-veneer cabinetry. There’s also an 

enclosed head compartment with a porcelain 

toilet and a stand-up shower. A standard 

10,000 Btu air-conditioning system cools the 

cabin and the bridge deck.

At the helm, a trio of Raymarine gS165 

multifunction displays guides the way. 

Forward vision is outstanding, thanks to the 

9½-inch-high bridge deck with a Flexiteek 

sole that elevates the view. 

Three-across helm seating with wrap-

around armrests and flip-up bolsters cradle 

the crew along with an angled footrest at 

the base of the console. You can also relax 

on the 50-inch-wide bench-style seat that 

X A cabin inside the 
center console offers 7½ 
feet of headroom.

X Table in the bow descends 
to create a lounge area. 

X Elevated helm deck offers 
excellent forward vision.

X Transom bench-style seat 
easily folds out and back in.

SPECS
X LOA: 41'3" (47'3" with bracket and 

engines) X Beam: 12'6" X Dry Weight 

(approx.): 21,100 lb. (with power) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: Yacht 

Certified   X Fuel Capacity: 600 gal.

 HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Quad 350 hp Yamaha F350s

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Yamaha 

Saltwater Series II 15¼" x 21" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.73:1

FUEL LOAD: 500 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 1,000 lb.

PRICE

$793,325 (as tested with quad 
Yamaha F350s)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  6.17  7.10  6.40  0.96  1.11  521  599  0  64 

1500  8.08  9.30  11.30  0.72  0.82  386  444  2  71 

2000  9.73  11.20  19.50  0.50  0.57  270  310  5  72 

2500  17.99  20.70  26.80  0.67  0.77  362  417  7  79 

3000  24.85  28.60  36.50  0.68  0.78  368  423  7  83 

  3500  31.20  35.90  44.20  0.71  0.81  381  439  6  86 

4000  35.98  41.40  54.60  0.66  0.76  356  409  5  88 

4500  40.32  46.40  65.30  0.62  0.71  333  384  4  87 

5000  46.06  53.00  82.50  0.56  0.64  301  347  4  91 

5500  50.66  58.30  108.10  0.47  0.54  253  291  3  92 

6000  55.18  63.50  132.50  0.42  0.48  225  259  3  95   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

folds out from a recess in the transom. 

Coaming bolsters that encircle the interior 

serve as cushioned backrests for this 

convenient seating.

Within the transom bulkhead, an 

84-gallon fish box with an optional 12-volt 

DC chiller system minimizes the need for 

ice. A pair of 40-gallon livewells flanks the 

transom fish box.

The hardtop shelters the bridge deck and 

serves as the base for an optional second 

station. The view from up there is great.

A motorized three-level dining table in the 

bow forms part of the 41’s single-level deck 

when retracted, but it also elevates to become 

the middle section of an expansive lounge 

pad. When at the highest level, it becomes a 

dining table surrounded by U-shaped seating. 

This multipurpose bow seating also converts 

to a pair of forward-facing lounges with flip-

up backrests.

An angled backrest in front of the console 

features armrests on each side and a fold-

down armrest with built-in cup holders in 

the middle. At the foot of the 45-inch-long 

lounger is a 240-quart locker with special 

racks for stowing 5-gallon buckets. Under 

the bow deck is another fish box, and this one 

boasts a 624-quart capacity.

This center-console is also swift. With 

quad Yamaha F350 outboards, the 41 can 

achieve a top speed in excess of 60 mph.
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Contact
REGULATOR MARINE Edenton, North Carolina; 252-482-3837; regulatormarine.com



PlayCraftBoats.com

Take your getaways to the next level with PlayCraft’s 

X-Treme Series, where we throw limitations overboard. You 

get the power, speed and handling PlayCraft is known for, 

including our Triple Toon Package, RAC-R-FINS & X-Treme 

surface piercing nose on each pontoon, just to name a few. 

Along with speed and handling, there is no shortage of 

luxury on the X-Treme Series. This boat features stylish 

designs, overstuffed seats and ample lounging areas for 

anyone looking to kick back and enjoy the beauty of the 

lake. So whether it’s a relaxing day, or a heart-racing day, 

the X-Treme will give you a day you will never forget.
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SCOUT
420 LXF
THE 420 LXF — THE LARGEST SCOUT 

ever built — strikes a balance between posh 

and utility with its style and technology. 

Vacuum-infused epoxy-resin construction 

offers incredible strength. A spacious aft 

cockpit provides room to work lines and to 

entertain. You’ll find seven stainless-steel 

rod holders across the transom, an 80-gallon 

transom livewell and a pair of 108-gallon fish 

boxes. A foldout transom bench and a trio 

of high-back seats abaft the helm create a 

social center. A motorized awning provides 

cooling shade.

Retractable raw- and freshwater 

washdown hoses pull out from ports in the 

anodized-aluminum aft hardtop supports. A 

recessed boatswain’s locker on the starboard 

side stows deck brushes, gaffs and boat 

hooks. A transom door in the starboard 

quarter offers access to a platform forward 

of the quadruple Yamaha outboards. A 

X Vacuum-infused 
epoxy-resin construction 
offers greater strength 
with less weight  than 
hand-laid fiberglass.

X Dive door features a unique 
platform that cantilevers out 
from the hull.

X Cabin in the console 
features a galley, enclosed 
head and convertible berth.

SPECS
X LOA: 42'2" X Beam: 13'1" X Dry 

Weight: 15,800 lb. (without power) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: Yacht 

Certified X Fuel Capacity: 500 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Quad 350 hp Mercury 

Verado 350s   

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Revolution 21" pitch

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 475 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 580 lb.

PRICE

$772,960 (base with quad Yamaha 
F300s and Helm Master)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000 6.17 7.10 5.60 1.27 1.46 571 656 0 68

1500 8.17 9.40 8.40 1.12 1.29 504 579 1 66

2000 9.73 11.20 15.20 0.74 0.85 332 381 1 69

2500 11.73 13.50 24.10 0.56 0.64 252 290 3 71

3000 16.25 18.70 32.30 0.58 0.67 261 300 4 72

3500 25.98 29.90 35.60 0.84 0.97 378 435 5 73

4000 31.89 36.70 43.20 0.85 0.98 382 440 5 74

  4500 37.71 43.40 51.00 0.85 0.98 383 440 4 76

5000 43.19 49.70 61.80 0.80 0.92 362 416 3 81

5500 47.53 54.70 74.10 0.74 0.85 332 382 3 84

6000 52.31 60.20 97.50 0.62 0.71 278 320 3 86

6350 56.57 65.10 122.00 0.53 0.61 240 276 3 89 

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

beefy dive door on the port side includes 

an innovative and unique 6-foot-long dive 

platform that cantilevers outward from a 

recess in the hull. Very cool.

For the ulimate in stability, you can order 

a Seakeeper gyrostabilizer. A Kohler 6 kW 

diesel generator provides power for the gyro, 

two air-conditioning systems (one for the 

cabin and another for the bridge deck) and 

other appliances, such as the refrigerator/

freezer/ice maker and the electric grill on the 

starboard side of the 420’s seating module. 

Three-across helm seating features 

flip-up bolsters and armrests. You will find 

Ultrafabrics upholstery material throughout 

the Scout 420 LXF. A tempered glass 

windshield and an integrated hardtop protect 

the helm and three Garmin 8215 15-inch 

multifunction displays. A standard Yamaha 

Helm Master system and a Side-Power bow 

thruster make it easy to dock this 42-footer.

A step-down console cabin with 6½ feet 

of headroom features a beautifully crafted 

wood dining table that can be lowered and 

converted to a master berth with a 32-inch 

TV, galley and enclosed head with a shower. 

Back topside, Scout included a lounger 

forward of the console and U-shaped seating 

with a retractable teak table in the bow. With 

too many options to list, you can customize 

this center-console to your heart’s content.
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Contact
SCOUT BOATS Summerville, South Carolina; 843-821-0068; scoutboats.com
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Contact
SEA CHASER by Carolina Skiff Waycross, Georgia; 800-422-7282; carolinaskiff.com

SEA CHASER
22 HFC
IT DOESN’T MATTER HOW HARDCORE 

an angler you are or desire to be, when family 

members are involved in the boat-purchasing 

decision, they are going to want amenities. 

Center-console builders have wised up to 

that, building serious fishing machines with 

actual places to sit, tan and socialize. The 

new Sea Chaser 22 HFC built by Carolina 

Skiff provides just such a platform — the 

X Coaming bolsters extend 
all the way to the bow seat-
ing area.

X Recessed safety rails in the 
bow make great handholds 
while cruising and won’t 
interfere with fishing.

X Seating in front of the con-
sole lifts up on gas struts for 
head access, which features a 
foldaway privacy curtain.

SPECS
X LOA: 21'9" X Beam: 8'5" 
X Dry Weight: 2,700 lb. X Seating/

Weight Capacity: 10/2,389 lb. 
X Fuel Capacity: 78 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: Single 200 hp Suzuki DF200

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/16" x 21.5" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.50:1

FUEL LOAD: 60 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

PRICE

$33,923 (without power)

HFC in the name stands for Hybrid Fish 

and Cruise.

For cruising, the family will like the 

bench that runs almost the entire length 

of the transom, save for the area to port 

where the 25-gallon livewell is installed. 

The bench features two separate cushions 

placed over hatches. The cushion to 

starboard lifts to reveal a built-in cooler. 

The larger hatch to center opens for access 

to the batteries and the ship’s systems. A 

removable backrest extends topside above the 

transom to provide more crew comfort.

The bow features snap-on cushions 

to easily convert the boat from fishing to 

chilling-out duty. Removable backrests slide 

in to create twin forward-facing loungers. 

There’s a pedestal base on the hatch opening 

to the insole 32-gallon fish box for a cockpit 

table. There’s another 52 gallons of storage 

capacity under the U-shaped seating. There’s 

also a removable 100-quart cooler under 

the helm leaning post. Cruising passengers 

can rest cold beverages in eight LED-lit cup 

holders placed throughout the boat, including 

two in the bow area.

Fishing features? Besides the   

afore mentioned livewell and fish box, there’s 

rod storage built into each gunwale with 

room for three rods per side. There’s a raw-

water washdown, plus four rod holders built 

into the topsides, four more in the leaning 

post and four on the T-top. The oval-shaped 

livewell has a blue interior and clear lid.

Underway, the boat climbed onto plane 

fairly quickly with no real squatting or loss of 

visibility at the helm. With the 200 hp Suzuki 

test power, it accelerated to 30 mph in about 

seven seconds on its way to a 44.7 mph top-

end speed. The top of the transom corners 

dipped a little too low to the water during 

hardover turns at 30 mph, causing drag 

and throwing spray, but otherwise the boat 

performed well in a light bay chop.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.91  4.50  1.00  3.91  4.50  267  308  1  61 

1500  5.21  6.00  1.80  2.90  3.33  198  228  2  66 

2000  6.43  7.40  2.70  2.38  2.74  163  187  4  71 

2500  7.39  8.50  4.50  1.64  1.89  112  129  5  75 

3000  11.99  13.80  6.00  2.00  2.30  137  157  3  77 

3500  19.29  22.20  7.80  2.47  2.85  169  195  2  80 

4000  24.16  27.80  9.60  2.52  2.90  172  198  2  83 

4500  28.33  32.60  12.00  2.36  2.72  161  186  2  86 

5000  31.02  35.70  17.00  1.82  2.10  125  144  2  87 

5500  35.45  40.80  18.00  1.97  2.27  135  155  1  88 

6000  38.84  44.70  18.80  2.07  2.38  141  163  1  90   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

2016 BOAT BUYERS GUIDE
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YAMAHA
190 FSH SPORT
WE HAD BEEN HEARING WHISPERS OF   

the 190 FSH for years, and the idea of it was 

both intriguing and exciting. A bay boat from 

a jet-boat company? Think of the applications: 

shallow draft; no prop below the keel to dig up 

grass; and the confidence of a warranty that 

covers all the components of the boat 

and power plant.

When the 190 FSH materialized, 

we weren’t disappointed. Right 

away we approved of the clean 

transom with no motor rigging to 

stumble over and no outboard 

to snag the fishing lines. For 

casting, the transom platform is 

uninterrupted and so low that it’s like 

standing on the water. Those benefits 

are freebies from the jet drive system 

that’s completely contained under the 

deck. The pizazz from the ride comes 

from a 1.8-liter engine. Since it is 

X No-Wake mode and Cruise 
Assist make water sports and 
trolling easy peasy.

X Cooler fits beneath the 
leaning post.

X Aerated and recirculated 
18-gallon livewell keeps bait 
ready and is ample for most 
bay and flats fishing.

X Anchor locker at the 
bow is convenient and 
capable for bays or nearshore 
wreck fishing.

SPECS
X LOA: 19'0" X Beam: 8'0" 
X Dry Weight: 2,293 lb. (as tested) 
X Seating/Weight Capacity: 8/

1,240 lb. X Fuel Capacity: 30 gal.

HOW WE TESTED
ENGINE: 1.8L High Output Yamaha

DRIVE/PROP: Jet pump 

GEAR RATIO: 1:1

FUEL LOAD: 15 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 200 lb.

PRICE

$31,999 (as tested)

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION

naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound
 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  1.56  1.80  0.60  2.61  3.00  70  81  1  69 

1500  1.82  2.10  0.80  2.28  2.63  62  71  1  72 

2000  2.95  3.40  1.20  2.46  2.83  66  77  1  68 

2500  4.17  4.80  1.10  3.79  4.36  102  118  1  73 

3000  4.78  5.50  1.60  2.99  3.44  81  93  1  76 

3500  5.30  6.10  2.20  2.41  2.77  65  75  2  80 

4000  5.65  6.50  2.70  2.09  2.41  56  65  3  81 

4500  6.26  7.20  3.10  2.02  2.32  54  63  4  81 

5000  7.04  8.10  4.50  1.56  1.80  42  49  5  89 

5500  8.78  10.10  5.50  1.60  1.84  43  50  8  88 

6000  25.20  29.00  6.70  3.76  4.33  102  117  3  87 

6500  28.33  32.60  8.10  3.50  4.02  94  109  2  92 

7000  32.93  37.90  10.10  3.26  3.75  88  101  1  94 

7500  37.54  43.20  12.60  2.98  3.43  0  0  1  95   

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

CERTIFIED TEST RESULTS

tucked deep below the fishing deck, the sound 

from it is isolated significantly, giving the 

190 FSH a quieter ride than most jet boats. 

Yamaha tapped the jet pump to also 

provide Jet Wash, its version of a raw-water 

system to clean the deck after netting bait or 

bloodying the deck. That was smart, 

and there’s no pump or additional 

through-hull to corrode or fail.

The helm station is exactly what 

you would want from a center-

console bay boat with room for GPS 

and sonar. But there’s a surprise: 

The hardtop is easily removable to 

stow your boat in the garage, which 

is another smart trick by Yamaha 

engineers you won’t find from 

traditional bay-boat builders. And, 

yes, there is plenty of room for the 

navigation suite of your choice. 

The leaning post has a reversible 

seat back, allowing for aft-facing seating or 

facing forward to drive. Jump seats flip out of 

the deck to either side — beside the skipper, 

not behind him like most boats — which keep 

everyone engaged in the speedy run to the 

next fishing hole. Yes, there’s plenty of rod-

and-tackle and cold-drink storage. All that 

boilerplate stuff is usually the highlight of 

most bay boats.

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 Y
A

M
A

H
A

Contact
YAMAHA Kennesaw, Georgia; 800-962-7926; yamahaboats.com

To watch our video 
review of the 190 
FSH, scan this tag 

or visit boating
mag.com/bbg16/

yamaha190fsh.



Following Seas
By David Seidman
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BETTER YOU THAN ME
LESSONS FROM YOUR SCREW-UPS 

I THINK IT WAS OSCAR WILDE, THE BRILLIANT BUT BITCHY BRITISH WRITER, 

who used to say that it’s not so much that he should succeed as his friends should 

fail. The guy definitely had self-image issues. Unlike Oscar, I like seeing folks fail 

not to prop up my ego but so I can learn from their horrors and avoid the same. 

Usually, I don’t have to go far to get an education. Thankfully, disasters are 

everywhere. So when I want to find a tragedy, I look through the files of marine 

insurance companies — which store some of the worst screw-ups imaginable.

Here’s a classic: Before ducking into the cabin, a skipper tells his nonboating 

guest to “head for that red light,” referring to a buoy in the distance. But there are 

other red lights, and he picks one on the back of 

a train. The boat bounces off a jetty and 

lands on the tracks, and a few minutes 

later the skipper and guest watch as a 

second train slams into the boat.

My insurance pals tell me that 

accidents involving collisions are 

the most common. Probably not 

often with trains, but considering 

that there are 17 million boats on the 

water, the odds are pretty good that 

one will hit something.

The data shows that houseboats 

have the greatest chances of a 

collision each year (eight in 1,000), 

while runabouts have the least 

(three in 1,000). However, when 

houseboats have an accident it 

usually costs only 2 percent of the boat’s 

value, compared with a runabout’s 14 percent. 

Boats are also good at sinking, which brings us to another surprise: For every one 

that goes down underway, about four sink in their slips. One reason is that when a 

boat leaves the dock someone is on board to look after it. Another is that boats in 

slips spend most of their time tied up. So odds are, if your boat is going down, it will 

be with its dock lines in place. About half the time when this happens, it is caused by 

a failure of a fitting below the waterline.

But there are exceptions: An owner comes down to his boat and sees it’s on the 

bottom. It hadn’t rained; a recent survey showed that the through-hulls were in good 

shape; and the owner had closed all the seacocks when he left. So how did it sink? 

From a garden hose, that’s how. The dockside water was left on, and a connector 

parted from the galley faucet. Water poured in and a few hours later all was lost. 

Lesson to me: Never leave your boat without disconnecting the water at the dock.

While collisions and sinking have a certain dark comic value, there’s something 

about a fire on board that even I have a hard time making light of. But I’ll try.

While taking on gas, the owner sees a small fuel spill that is hard to reach. Not 

wanting to take any chances, the skipper comes up with a clever solution — a wet/

dry vacuum cleaner. Within seconds of it being turned on, the gasoline is gone … 

and so is most of the boat. Apparently, this happens a lot, and those who do it never 

stop to consider that vacuum cleaners aren’t ignition-protected. 

Ah, so little time, so many screw-ups. Which leads me to another Oscar Wilde 

gem: “Experience is merely the name we give to our mistakes.” Or in my case, your 

mistakes. So when I see you outside the inlet, I’ll be watching — waiting for you to 

mess up so I won’t do the same dumb thing in the future. Thanks.

All New Exclusive Programs

FULL THROTTLE INSURANCE
CANCELLED? 

NON-RENEWED? 
SKYROCKETING RATES?

For over 47 years Total Dollar has built
a first- rate reputation, 

providing expertise that’s second to
none. You’ll get custom-tailored 
insurance — agreed value hull, 

liability and special coverage, plus 
personalized service and rates that

won’t gouge your pocket.

Call us 7 days a week at: 

800-962-5659

One Pleasant Avenue, Pt. Washington, NY 11050

Toll Free:800-962-5659
Fax: 516-704-2285 • Web: www.totaldollar.com

E-mail: info@totaldollar.com

Member: Professional Insurance Agents Association
Better Business Bureau

Sy Goldberg, NJ           John Posey, TX               
856-767-8134 972-775-3523

Buzz Fyhrie, FL             
888-327-8467             
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Starfish MulticolorStarfish Multicolor

www.abyssl ite .com

CALL: 954-772-2022

$499.00
w/ Remote Control
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LESS MAINTENANCE - MORE BOATING

)OH[LWHHN�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�VWDQGDUG�RI�V\QWKHWLF�WHDN�GHFNLQJ�
DQG�LW�ORRNV�DQG�IHHOV�OLNH�UHDO�WHDN��,W�KDV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�
QRQ�VOLS�VXUIDFH���)OH[LWHHN�GRHV�QRW�UHTXLUH�VHDOLQJ�RU�
GLIÀFXOW�RQJRLQJ�PDLQWHQDQFH�DQG�WKDW�PHDQV�PRUH�WLPH�
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New &
Improved 
NOW WITH AN EVEN  

STRONGER 3M  
ADHESIVE

KeelGuard.com   |   1.800.292.9835   |   Made in USA

High Speed

POWER LIFT
Twice As Fast!
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800.654.3697
Call for your nearest dealer

CMC Marine, Inc., 3920 S. 13th St., Duncan, OK

The Best Solution for Fresh or Saltwater Boating!

#1 Selling 

Jack Plate!

cook-mfg.com

PRO RESULTS IN 
A DIY PACKAGE

x SLIP & FALL PROTECTION
x PROTECTS AGAINST RUST & OTHER DAMAGE

x GIVE & COMFORT THAT NO OTHER 
NON-SLIP COATING OFFERS

x JUST “PAINT IT ON” WITH A ROLLER
x RESISTANT TO SALT WATER, FUELS & CHEMICALS

x BONDS TO METALS, WOOD,  
FIBERGLASS & CONCRETE

x AVAILABLE IN A VARIETY OF COLORS,  
TEXTURED & SMOOTH

x WON’T CRACK, CHIP OR PEEL
x ALSO GREAT FOR TRUCK BEDS & BOAT TRAILERS

US NAVY TESTED   QUALIFIED PRODUCT

THE DURABAK COMPANY
www.durabakcompany.com

Tel: 303-690-7190



For classified &  

marketplace ad 

Contact Brian Luke

e-mail: brian.luke@bonniercorp.com

call: 407-571-4788

placement
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Visit www.boatingmag.com/boatingsafety/quiz for complete rules.

Take the Boating Safety Quiz and Enter to

Visit boatingmagazine.com/boatingsafety/quiz to take the boating safety 
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The GTS 207 is the ultimate driver’s boat. Classic styling, modern muscle 

and hairpin handling. For a driving experience only Glastron® can deliver. 

Join the legion of drivers at Glastron.com  
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I BELIEVE THERE'S A BIG DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING

   ON THE WATER AND BEING BEHIND THE WHEEL.

I AM NOT A BOATER.



Unmatched torque and acceleration,

perfectly matched to your boat.

CHOOSE UNRIVAL PERFORMANCE

THE EVINRUDE® E-TEC® G2™

PurePower Combustion to precisely mix the perfect 14:1 air 

and fuel ratio, delivering 20% more torque* than competitive 

outboards. Combine that with 15% more fuel efficiency* and 

to see that the Evinrude E-TEC G2 delivers uncompromising 

performance that’s unrivaled in the outboard industry.

Experience the power of choice at ChooseYourETEC.com

©2016 BRP US Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®™ Trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates.

* Based on BRP conducted performance and ICOMIA Fuel Efficiency testing of BRP and competitive engines.


