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EDITOR’S LETTER DICTUM

NEXT MONTH
APRIL ISSUE 
on sale 24 March

Wedding focus: what will you wear to yours? PLUS this year’s top trends and venues

Susan Calman: the funny lass from Scotland will have you in stitches

Lesbian actress and wheelchair-user Ali Stroker on dating and the LGBT scene 

After Gayle Newland: why does British law still fail lesbians?

Bi vs pan: the controversial debate rocking the bi community

Intersex lesbian and bi women come out of the closet

Juno Roche: “What I’ve learned as a bi trans woman living with HIV”

This month saw the tragic demise of LGBT+ mental health 
charity PACE (p18) and now the UK’s only dedicated LGBT+ 
domestic violence charity is facing the loss of its helpline 
if the Home O�  ce doesn’t cough up. Broken Rainbow 
helps tens of thousands of people enduring domestic vio-
lence and without its service, lives may well be harmed 
or lost. You can help by donating, writing to your local MP 
or volunteering. Contact the Manchester-based charity 
at brokenrainbow.org.uk. Elsewhere in the magazine 
we have a corking interview with American Horror Story 

star Sarah Paulson (p68), and our TV insider Jacquie Lawrence assesses the future of 
lesbian and bi drama and asks if we’re better o�  online (p42). We’re very proud to be 
media sponsors of the 30th BFI Flare, London’s LGBT+ fi lm festival, and our fi lm editor 
Lucy Peters has selected some of the highlights (p46). As LGBT history month continues, 
Christobel Hastings explores the museums expanding their archives to include LGBT 
content (p56). We love how Freiya Benson used photography to help her learn to love her 
body (p52), we’re always keen to hear from you about how you’ve overcome di�  culties 
or deal with homo- or biphobia. That’s why we were so glad when Charlotte Dingle told 
us she’d made friends with her former school bully (p62). Love is always stronger than 
hate. Finally, you may have noticed the absence of Anna Richardson, our publicised cover 
star for this issue; sadly she was unwell but, rest assured, she’ll be gracing DIVA soon!

Jane Czyzselska
DIVAMAG.CO.UK

Got an idea for an article?
Email edit@divamag.co.uk and tell us all about it

Want to give us some feedback or share
an experience with other readers?
Email letters@divamag.co.uk

Need subscription help?
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Star Letter
SOCIAL SINGLES
I’m a single woman with no 
companions to go anywhere 
with; I have friends but none 
are gay or available to go out 
socialising. I went to LFest 
last year a� er reading in your 
article that they cater for solo 
women; the weekend was fab 
and they did what they said 
on the tin! I’d love to get out 
more and meet new people 
but there is a shortage of in-
formation for us singles with-
out a social group or network. 
I know I’m not alone as at 
LFest they were overwhelmed 
with the sheer volume of 
women who went totally 
alone. It would be great if 
you could do some kind of 
feature for us. I’ve tried dating 
sites but fi nd meeting people 
in person is much better. 
The lack of single events is a 
pain. I’ve been reading DIVA 
for over 10 years and love 
the way it’s evolved with an 
ever-changing society’s needs. 
Keep up the good work. 
Many thanks.
SM

ED: We sympathise! Have 
you tried MeetUp.com? It’s a 
great way to meet people in 
a social setting rather than 
dating. Search for LGBT groups 
in your area or set up a group 
yourself – it’s really easy. 

Star Letter 
prize
The winner of 
this month’s 
star letter will 
be looking 
stylish with 
this beautiful 
timepiece from 
Dial. Inspired by 

the beauty of 
nature and 
whimsical 

childhood 
dreams, their 
very fi rst 
collection 
sees them 
collaborating 
with British 
paper artist 
Sarah Dennis to 
create a range 
of watches 
featuring 
delicate 
handmade 
butterfl ies 
and woodland 
scenes. Get 
your own now 
at dialwatches.
com. RRP £125.

Regular visitors to divamag.co.uk will 
know that we recently published a story 
about MP Mhairi Black and her badass 
response to the lesbophobic abuse she 
received on Twitter. Our most-read 
story of month, it certainly got you lot 
talking. Here’s what you had to say…

I think she is the future of politics. Another 
democratic socialist. Go grrrl!
Clare Brazil
A quite extraordinary woman; I fi nd her 
incredibly impressive. In fact, I’m quite 
jealous of her ability and fearless attitude. 
Jane Brooke
Love this woman, she’s an asset to 
Parliament. 
Ruth Wilson
I fi nd her really eloquent and her point is 
always clear and concisely made. As for 
the lesbophobic comments, it reminds 
me of the scumbag who done the same 
to Scottish Conservative leader Ruth 
Davidson. They don’t like losing to a 
woman, it’s worse if they’re gay!
Rhiannon Helen Hughes

But our favourite response of all was 
from the person who asked what we’d 
all like to know:

She’s so awesome… is she taken? 
Juno Freheld
Elsewhere, you were sounding o�  about 
Katie Hopkins, following the news that 
Jack Monroe is suing the controversial 
Sun columnist for libel. 

About time someone forced her to accept 
the consequences of the vitriol she fl ings 
about under the banner of free speech!
Louisa Jenkins
Good. Make her answer for her bullshit. 
Go Jack. 
Sue Riot 
But not everyone was impressed…

Yawn. Katie Hopkins can be vile, true. 
But is this really worth getting dragged 
to court over? No. More pressing issues 
going on. 
Jordan Glasspool Hewitt

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
I’m a postgrad researcher at the University of Bristol, researching domestic violence 
against women by female partners, and I’m looking for women, who have been in a 
relationship with another woman, which was unhealthy, or in which they were hurt, 
physically or emotionally. If this sounds like you, I’d like to ask you to take part in an 
online discussion forum. I’m particularly keen to talk to trans, BME, disabled, older, 
and/or bi/pansexual women. For more information, please email em7382@bristol.
ac.uk.       Em Moreton

CALL OUT

LETTERS

WRITE TO US
letters@divamag.co.uk
or use the old-fashioned
method and drop us a line at

DIVA MAGAZINE
Spectrum House, Unit M
32-34 Gordon House Road
London NW5 1LP
United Kingdom

Dial. Inspired by 

WIN!

WRITE TO US
letters@divamag.co.uk
or use the old-fashioned
method and drop us a line at

DIVA MAGAZINE
Spectrum House, Unit M
32-34 Gordon House Road
London NW5 1LP
United Kingdom

Opinions expressed by correspondents and contributors do not necessarily 
refl ect the views of the editors of DIVA magazine or its publishers.

FEEDBACK
 

Join the conversation at 
facebook.com/divamagazine
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@LoveKarenx
Love this cover @skinskinny <3
@Robin_Kendall1
You have never have too much #Skin!
@sweetcornsunset
love @DIVAmagazine this month @
skinskinny from @SkunkAnansie is not 
only musically infl uential, but she is also 
an icon for my generation
@misshewardine
Excellent column by Jay Bernard this 
month. Wish there was a link to share it. 
#FuckNormal
@TeacherBates
Tears over breakfast! @SusanCalman 
#threelittlewords @DIVAmagazine
@JustineSmithies
Home from work and my @DIVAmagazine 
is here. Brilliant piece on trans parenting 
by @MxJackMonroe! #trans #lgbt

@more_to_HAnnAH
Got my @DIVAmagazine wet :( #notlikethat
@I_m_giggles
Brilliant column by Catherine Murray. To 
say gender stereotypes irk me would be 
an understatement!
@AmieAmieTay
Sunday night. Bed. Hot water bottle. 
Cheese on toast. Tea. @DIVAmagazine. 
Perfect way to end the weekend!
@VindalooSue
Thanks for recommending Jessica Jones, 
what a fabulous series. 
@Fifi Marmalade
Kept me extremely entertained on my 
horrid early train ride <3
@H_Bevs
Obvs the career goal is to be a celesbian 
and have my own column in @
DIVAmagazine. 

Skin: You can never have 
too much, you know...

WANT 
TO IN-
TRODUCE 
YOUR-
SELF?
Send a photo and 
your answers to the 
questions above to 
letters@divamag.
co.uk

TWITTER JOIN US TODAY!
@DIVAmagazine twitter.com/divamagazine

WHAT MADE YOU START READING DIVA?
I started reading DIVA just before I came out, when I was 
truly discovering myself. I read about other lesbians, and 
when they had come out, their experiences and their 
lives. 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A READER?
When I was 16, I used to buy it in secret! Since coming out 
I’ve bought every issue, it keeps me up to date with the 
DIVA/lesbian community around the world.

PRINT OR DIGITAL?
Most defi nitely print, it never dies or runs out of power!

WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT DIVA?
I like the realness, the articles and interviews with every-
day people. Also book reviews and recommendations; I 
always read that bit fi rst.

WHO ELSE READS YOUR COPY?
Both of my mums, Jackie and Sylvia!

WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR COPY 
WHEN YOU’VE READ IT?

I collect all of the issues, I like to 
read back over them throughout 
the years.

WHO WOULD YOU 
PUT ON THE COVER 
OF DIVA AND WHY?
Inspirational lesbians from the 
past to the present. Women who 
have positively changed the 
community for us here today, who 
shall never be forgotten. 

NAME & AGE:
BROOKE STEVENS, 22
FROM:
SOUTHEND ON SEA, ESSEX
OCCUPATION:
HOSPITALITY
IDENTITY:
LESBIAN

Pleased to 
meet you!

Every issue, we invite 
one of our readers
to tell us about her 
relationship with DIVA.

| MAIL | YOUR SHOUT |
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Why hello there. You’ll 
notice my article features 
a dotted line this month. 
That’s because I’ve started 
a new series called Cut Out 
And Keep.

The idea came after I 
chaired Homotopia’s DIVA Debate in Liverpool last 
November. The filmmaker Campbell X discussed 
Adrian Piper, an artist who printed cards to give to 
men who harassed her in public. The idea was that 
instead of wasting valuable time arguing with the 
lech asking her to smile, she could cut the crap and 
deliver the message: you’re an arse, go away and 
think about that. These kinds of actions are often 
aimed outwards, one group against another – the 
recent hashtag #WasteHisTime2016, for example, 
was about tackling misogyny by discussing meth-
ods by which women could return the treatment 
they received from men.

The difference between the above and this 
column is that I intend to talk about Shit Queers 
Do To Each Other, so to speak. This is more 
about continuing the tradition of Jo Freeman’s 
Tyranny Of Structurelessness (1972) and Ngo.c 
Loan Trần’s Calling In (2013). Both pieces address 
the unspoken, damaging dynamics formed among 
people who consider themselves politically on 
point: feminists, trans* activists, queer theorists, 
QTIPOC organisers.

Because, as much as we discuss smashing 
a system that doesn’t serve us, we also create 
strange systems of oppression that nobody feels 
they can oppose. We are very familiar with one 
type – trolling – but there are others that go un-
named. Anyone who has listened to testimonies 
of women journalists, in particular, being har-
assed by the small-of-dick, might be forgiven for 
wondering why we inflict that kind of behaviour 
on ourselves. By this I mean the wars that take 
place between people who could be allies. And 
if not allies, the confluence of their ideas could 
result in something bigger.

The problem is that the term troll is reserved 
for those awful people over there. But we might 
need to develop a new term for friends who we 
thought were politically astute and smart, who 
turn out to be blood-thirsty bigots online. I quite 
like “sledge”. As in sledgehammer.

Their self-justification is that they are fighting 
oppression, but in the long run they do more 
harm than good by a) making it very hard for 
anyone to voice dissent and b) mangling useful 

We need a 
new term 
for smart 
friends 
who turn 
out to be 
blood-
thirsty 
bigots 
online

JAY BERNARD 
THINKS IT’S 
TIME TO 
BE MORE 
CONSCIOUS 
OF THE WAY 
WE ARGUE

Cut out and keep: Talk don’t troll
ideas by turning them into hammers with which 
to crush any opposition. Haven’t we all watched 
in horror as someone digitally brained someone 
else for asking what the term “cis” meant? Or for 
liking the Green Party? Or putting on a question-
able event? They express all their anger and 
frustration at those closest to them because it’s 
easier than (and just as satisfying as) attacking 
the real enemy.

My point is this: once the discussion has 
descended into people throwing their own 
excrement at each other, there is no difference 
between the two sides. See the last boring flare-
up of Twitter rage between trans-exclusionary 
radical feminists and certain trans activists and 
their allies. TERF vs DieCisScum? Same. Two 
people one-upping each other about who is poor-
est and most oppressed? Same same. And, in the 
end, they probably deserve each other as neither 
seems to realise that no matter how edgy your 
politics are, there is always the possibility that 
you are wrong. The struggle is real, but without 
the freedom to question ideas, even very delicate 
ones, we re-create the conditions that made fight-
ing back necessary in the first place.

Another draft of this piece ended on that 
slightly sarcastic note. But then I was part of a dis-
cussion about working class black queer people 
and my thoughts shifted. What if, at the moment 
one sledge is about to disembowel another over 
a minor political difference, the rest of us could 
wave some kind of online flag – sometimes I 
imagine hundreds of !!!!!!!!!!!!! or a picture of a 
hammer – showing this as yet another situation 
in which we have turned in on ourselves?

What if we could develop controlled 
environments in which to really test our 
ideas, instead of relying on fear and 
silence to create consensus, then 
stamping on the faces of 
dissenters? We pride 
ourselves on challenging 
the norm, yet it’s 
curious that we have 
not developed 
methods for 
challenging ourselves. 
The only result can be 
more ideas ideas 
about what it is 
possible to be.

jay@divamag.co.uk
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“Lives will be lost 
because of this,” 
was just one of 
the many com-
ments expressed 
on social media 
in response to 

the news that the LGBT mental health 
charity PACE had closed its doors at 
the end of January.

Sta�  at the charity, who were in-
formed of the closure only a week ear-
lier, were as shocked and angry as the 
clients they served at the sudden nature 
of the announcement. A former sta�  
member, Tim Eastwood, told me he and 
other sta� , counsellors and psychother-
apists wished they’d been told sooner 
so that they could have campaigned to 
raise funds. If their fundraising e� orts 
didn’t prove suffi  cient, he said, “at least 
we could have worked towards a better 
ending with our clients”.

Everyone knows that the Con-
servative government has imposed 
unprecedented cuts in public health 
spending – as DIVA goes to press, the 
LGBT domestic violence charity Broken 
Rainbow has announced its national 
helpline faces closure without vital 
Home Offi  ce funding – but many in 
the sector are wondering why PACE’s 
demise was so sudden.

When charities face the threat of 
closure they o� en reach out for com-
munity support. Broken Rainbow has; 
London Friend and the Naz Project did 
so back in 2010. Both charities raised 
tens of thousands of pounds, saving 
them from closure. James Asser, a trus-
tee and appointed spokesperson for 
PACE, told DIVA the charity had found 
it diffi  cult to raise additional funds on 
an ongoing basis and that the current 
year was always going to be diffi  cult 
fi nancially. Another project had its 
funding delayed, and at least one other 
bid had not succeeded, creating ad-
ditional funding issues. In short, PACE 
was faced with a shortfall over the 
fi nal few months of this fi nancial year.

The loss of PACE is signifi cant not 
only to those who were in its care and 
pay, but also because it’s saved lives 
and supported so many LGBT people 
over its 31 years.

Although it’s too late for PACE, 
there’s still time to show support for 
Broken Rainbow. Britain’s only LGBT 
domestic abuse charity has helped 
more than 42,000 people in the 14 years 
since its inception. Manchester’s LGBT 
Foundation, which provides sexual and 
mental health support, says that its own 
services, information and resources were 
accessed over 744,500 times in the last 
fi nancial year, demonstrating that our 
community’s need is considerable.

LGBT people may be a minority 
concern but over 74% of lesbian and 
bi women say they have experienced 
anxiety and depression, and this 
increases to over 80% of black and 
minority ethnic women. It’s no surprise 
that homophobia, biphobia and rac-
ism take a heavy toll on our mental 
wellbeing. And mainstream health 
and mental health services are still 
unsafe for LGBT patients and sta� . 
Stonewall research into health and 
social care provision last year found 
that LGBT sta�  and patients continue 
to experience discrimination, abuse 
and bullying.

PACE’s demise is a cautionary tale 
for the entire LGBT charity sector, says 
London Friend’s Monty Moncrie� , who 
adds: “It’s always been hand to mouth, 
you get two or three years’ funding 
but rarely for any longer periods of 
time.” So how can existing charities 
safeguard ongoing service provision? 
Ensuring sustainability requires as 
much forward-planning as possible, 
fi nding funding from a more diverse 
range of sources and not relying too 
heavily on central or local government.

Expertise in fi nance, fundraising 
and governance are also essential. 
“Partnership working is key to increas-
ing the impact of our work too,” says 
the LGBT Foundation’s Heather Wil-
liams. The LGBT Consortium, formed 
of all LGBT charities,  will need to 
highlight how vulnerable some of our 
community’s support organisations 
are in the current climate. London 
Friend’s Moncrie�  believes conversa-
tions about future funding will also 
need to include some of the larger 
funders who have been supportive of 
LGBT work in the past so they, too, 

understand the risks to the sector. 
“We will also need to think about how 
we encourage those larger organisa-
tions, who can win bigger contracts 
for health services – drugs and alcohol 
treatment, sexual health, mental 
health, smoking cessation and so on 
– to bring in LGBT organisations to de-
liver some of those contracts for them, 
particularly where we know there are 
signifi cant health inequalities.”

What’s the secret to these organi-
sations’ success? For London Friend, 
the answer lies partly in the fact that 
the charity has been able to buy the 
building they operate from as well as 
getting Big Lottery funding, which has 
provided a base from which they’ve 
been able to access other grants and 
partnerships. For the LGBT Founda-
tion, Williams attributes their sucess to 
the passion of sta�  and volunteers.

The silver lining to the PACE story is 
that the youth and domestic abuse 
projects that PACE had received 
funding for will now be delivered by 
partner organisations Stonewall 
Housing and Galop. Support from 
individual LGBT people is also vital if 
we’re to ensure that the remaining few 
dedicated LGBT charities stick around, 
either by making regular donations or 
by doing fundraising events and 
volunteering with your local LGBT 
services.

To fi nd out how you can help, visit lgbtconsortium.
org.uk, lgbtfoundation.org.uk, londonfriend.org.uk, 
brokenrainbow.org.uk.

To fi nd out how you can help, visit lgbtconsortium.
org.uk, lgbtfoundation.org.uk, londonfriend.org.uk, 
brokenrainbow.org.uk.

“Lives will 
be lost 
because of 
the closure 
of PACE”
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Do you like your 
lesbianism open 
or closed? Do you 
think that you 
need to present 
certain signifi ers 
in order to claim 
the label of les-
bian? Perhaps les-

bians can only be cis women, or women 
who have never had sex or any kind of 
romantic relationship with cis men, or 
women who have committed their lives 
to lesbian feminism. Or maybe lesbian 
can include trans people, or people who 
have sexual and romantic relationships 
with di� erent-gender people, or people 
of a certain sensibility. Where do you 
stand? The evergreen lesbian debate-
slash-perpetual-war rages on, and 
recent comments by Joan Nestle have 
prompted a surge in hostilities.

Some background: Joan is a 1950s 
femme, or fem, an elder, activist, writer, 
and founder of the Lesbian Herstory 
Archives in New York. She is greatly 
admired, and rightly so, for her work in 
developing working class butch-femme 
visibility and her visionary politics of 
inclusion. She is heroic and if you’ve 
never heard of her then you should 
dash to the nearest library and order 
her books right now.

Joan is currently in her mid-70s 
and still politically active because she 
understands the importance of inter-
generational conversations amongst 
lesbians and queer people. She is a 
rich source of lesbian feminist wisdom. 
A recent interview she gave to the 
Australian magazine Lesbians On The 
Loose has been doing the rounds. Dur-
ing this interview she argued that, as 
far as she understands it, lesbian is and 
always has been an inclusive term that 
incorporates queer, bisexual, transgen-

der and feminism. 
Her comments led 

to predictable outrage 
from the old guard in the US. 
Like the cultural protection 
given to obscure French 
cheeses or Cornish pasties, 
they want to maintain an ap-
pellation d’origine contrôlée 
for lesbianism. From their 
perspective the fragile specialness 
of being a lesbian must be defended 
via boundary-policing and enforced 
universal codes of entry (fragile also 
refers to the shaky ground created by 
this group’s persistent transphobia, 
by the way). Well, good luck to them 
with that! The last time I checked, you 
didn’t need a visa from lesbian land in 
order to get it on with a dyke of any 
gender.

But this is not to say that Joan’s 
assertions should pass without other 
critical considerations. I understand 
that they arose through a concern 
about exclusionary lesbian politics 
and cultures, against which Joan 
herself has been fi ghting all her life, 
for example against the dismissal of 
butch-femme by some lesbian feminist 
factions. I suspect she is trying to ad-
dress and soothe painful rejections ex-
perienced by people like me during our 
encounters with lesbian culture. This is 
laudable. It is really powerful when les-
bians declare publicly that they do not 
align with politics that leave people 
behind, or create hierarchies of those 
perceived to be more worthy.

Yet, to me, queer and lesbian are not 
the same. To call me a lesbian erases 
my 25-year relationship with my boy-
friend as well as my struggles to claim 
a space for my unorthodox sexuality. 
It makes me feel appropriated. Indeed, 
there’s a whi�  of historical revisionism 

about Joan’s assertion that lesbian has 
always included the Other. Well, that 
may be the case for her but it is cer-
tainly not for me and my people. Our 
experiences need to be recognised, not 
put away as though they never existed.

Just as some lesbians do not want 
to be called queer, so some queers do 
not want to be swallowed up by the 
term lesbian. Joan remarks: “There’s 
no purity to one position,” meaning 
that there are many cross-overs, which 
is true, but we don’t have to be the 
same. The idea that we should be 
heaped together as one entity is 
counterproductive and at the heart of 
much lesbian ire and in-fi ghting. Joan 
may be getting at this in her interview 
too. She argues that labels come from 
a historical context and that what is 
meaningful to one might not be 
relevant for another. She says that 
listening to each other is what’s 
important, and I agree. 

charlotte@divamag.co.uk
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I had an argu-
ment with my 
hairdresser to-
day. And before 
you say anything, 
I know that isn’t 
a particularly 

advisable move. Heated discussions 
with people who might have the power 
to physically alter or hurt you should 
generally be avoided. Dentists, doctors 
and chiropractors should be treated 
more delicately than family members 
due to the fact that they tend to wield 
some form of weapon or are about to 
manipulate part of your anatomy. 

To be fair, the disagreement came 
from a place of love. Every time I get 
my haircut I ask for a perm, and every 
time I ask for a perm my hairdresser 
says no. Don’t think that she’s being 
horrible by refusing my request, far 
from it. She’s simply looking out for 
me because she’s bluntly, but correctly, 
advised me that me turning into a 
replica of Medusa would be horrible, 
to say the least. I persist with my 
request though, because, of all the 
things about me that I dislike, my hair 
is the most annoying. Not that I have 
bad tresses, I’ve just been cursed with 
locks that are utterly, completely and 
irrevocably dull.  

If you’ve never met me in person, 
let me summarise the problem. I have 

the finest, straightest, softest baby hair 
that anyone could ever have. It does 
literally nothing apart from sit on top 
of my head like the tail of an uncon-
scious ferret.  

I’m not ashamed to say that for as 
long as I can remember I’ve coveted 
other people’s tresses. For exam-
ple, it’s my firm belief that C5 Hotel 
Inspector Alex Polizzi’s hair is the clos-
est thing to perfect I’ve ever seen in 
my life. Who knows? She might hate 
it. She might wake up every morning 
screaming, “Why can’t I have poker 
straight, baby-soft hair like Susan 
Calman?” but I doubt it. If I was her, 
I would treasure my locks like I was 
Gollum with my precious. I’d spend all 
day putting on hats then taking them 
off again to watch the strands ping 
back into place. I blame Doris from 
the television show Fame for my jeal-
ousy. I wanted, more than anything, 
to look like her, bouncing through life 
with a built-in crash helmet coiffure.    

Of course my hairdresser is right, 
I’d probably look awful. In the 80s 
I had the biggest perm that it was 
possible to have without grafting 
someone else’s scalp onto mine. Only 
one picture exists of me during that 
experimental phase. I was a bridesmaid 
at my uncle’s wedding and hidden 
somewhere in my flat is a photograph 
of me sitting in a field of daffodils, 

holding a parasol and smiling proudly. 
It’s not the best quality portrait, sadly; 
the lighting is horrific because my hair 
is blocking out the sun.

When it comes down to it, I think 
that all I’ve ever really wanted is 
change. Something just a little bit dif-
ferent to make me feel a little bit more 
special. I’ve essentially (bar a couple of 
mistakes) had the same hairstyle for 
40 years and it’s depressing. I was sick 
of feeling frustrated and so, as I was 
leaving the salon today, I challenged 
my hairdresser to stop saying no. At 
my next appointment I’ve asked her 
to bring three different ideas for a 
new, drastically different style. I don’t 
care if it doesn’t suit me, or they seem 
outlandish, I’m going to go for one of 
them. So prepare yourself for next 
time you see me. I might have shaved 
my head, or be sporting a mohican or 
I might even have gone blonde, like a 
tiny Marilyn Monroe.  

Plan B is to Photoshop Alex Polizzi’s 
head onto mine in pictures. Or just 
follow her around and stand in front 
of her at all times until the beautiful 
hair frames my face. If anyone reading 
this knows the lady in question, would 
you ask if that’s ok? Tell her I’m not 
weird or anything, I just want her hair. 
I’m sure that will be reassuring.

susan@divamag.co.uk
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you’re having difficulty conceiving. 
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we have a total commitment to 
giving you the very best personal, 
professional and state-of-the-art 
IVF fertility services. 

Our goal is to always give you  
the best treatment that we can, 
that gives you the greatest chance 
of a baby.

Since opening its doors in 2006 
the Agora has successfully helped 
over 150 lesbian women and their 
partners to become mothers.

Our specialist team is on hand to 
guide you every step of the way 
through the processes involved, 
and can also help you to access 
legal advice.
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WE’VE FALLEN HARD FOR PROLIFIC 
YOUTUBER, ACTOR, MUSICIAN 
AND SELF-PROCLAIMED GOOF, 
KAITLYN ALEXANDER. HERE’S WHY

Oh, Kaitlyn. How do we love thee? Let 
us count the ways. There’s Carmilla, 
for a start – for the uninitiated, a 
reworking of an 1872 gothic novella by 
Sheridan Le Fanu fi lled with badassery 
that has taken the queer internet by 
storm. Kaitlyn (preferred pronouns 
they/them) fi rst won our hearts as 
LaFontaine, one of the few non-binary 
characters in popular culture and one 
that reportedly helped Alexander un-
derstand their own gender identity. 

But while we could talk about Car-
milla all day, there are so many other 
strings to 20-year-old Kaitlyn’s bow; 
their energy and talent appear to know 
no bounds, as evidenced in Couple-ish 
– a webseries about dates, mates and 
faking out the government – written by, 
produced by and starring Kaitlyn, who 
also sings the theme song. 

Created together with best friend 
and fellow Carmilla star Sharon Belle, 
the series has racked up almost half 
a million views on YouTube since the 
trailer dropped three months ago, 
proving there’s an audience for smart, 
funny and original content that isn’t 
just queer inclusive but queer led. 

And that’s not all. Kaitlyn’s also 
found time to star as Max in Full Out, 
an enthralling new series about a 
closeted ballerina, all while continuing 
to produce regular content for their 
own YouTube channel, realisticallysay-
ing. More than 30,000 subscribers log 
on for weekly vlogs, brilliant covers of 
smash hits like Adele’s Hello and, of 
course, those hilarious Gin-terviews, 
which just get better and better. 

You’d think all of that, as well as 
auditions and the day-to-day life of 
being an internet megastar, would be 
keeping them busy until the year 2036 
at least, but super ambitious Kaitlyn 
is showing no signs of taking their 
foot o�  the gas, and they’re currently 
juggling everything else with creating a 
new post-apocalyptic comedy for their 
main channel featuring an asexual lead 
character. “It’s super early into the 
writing phase,” Kaitlyn told us. “But it 
should be cool. Hopefully!”

How many reasons was that? We 
lost count a long time ago.

Follow Kaitlyn on Twitter at @realisticsay

Call me
Kaitlyn

More information on p9
divadigital.co.uk
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“Mama, why do 
you want to be a 
boy?”

Small Boy was 
playing with his 
Lego, building a 
wildly imagina-

tive rocket, and kept his head down 
as he asked a small, but actually very 
large question.

I put down my knitting. It’s a new 
hobby. It helps with my anxiety, and 
keeps me mostly off Twitter late at 
night, which can only be a good thing.

“Does Mama want to be a boy?” I 
parried. (Answer a question with a ques-
tion to buy a few seconds composure 
– every seasoned debater knows how to 
parry back for a moment to think.)

He furrowed his brow at me. Two 
of his friends’ mummies had told their 
children – also five or six years old – 
and they had come back and asked 
Jonny if it was true. Bit late with the 
news, I thought to myself, I came out 
months ago.

“Did they ask you kindly, or un-
kindly?”

“Unkindly. They were laughing. 
Shannon* pushed me.” He hesitated 
and looked at me to gauge my response 
as I smiled benignly and nodded, en-
couraging him to talk. I have sat across 
the room from enough therapists by 
now to be able to imitate one when my 
normally recalcitrant son wants to talk.

“They said... you want to have a 
willy.” He flushed and looked down.

Still smiling benignly, I ransacked 

my brain for an age-appropriate 
response. When faced with the same 
sneering accusation from online trolls, 
my response is a photo of my cock 
drawer with a blithe, “I don’t need 
another one, thanks.” A maverick par-
ent I may be, but even I know that’s not 
the way to handle this one. I just didn’t 
bank on little Shannon and Cameron* 
outing me to the class and leaving my 
son with burning questions about my 
genitalia on a Sunday morning.

I pulled him onto the sofa and 
stroked his head.

“Firstly, we don’t talk about grown-
ups’ willies, or fan-fans, because, well, 
that’s seriously weird. Our private 
places are private, and right now, 
they’re nobody’s business except ours 
and sometimes the doctor.”

He nodded.
“Yes and if anyone tries to touch 

my willy or my bum over or under my 
clothes I should tell them very loudly 
to stop and tell a grown-up.”

“Exactly. So... it’s a bit weird that 
Shannon and Cam are so interested in 
your mama’s privates.”

“Yes.”
“But you know, when I was little I 

always wanted to be a boy. I had my big 
brother, your Uncle Yannis, and I wore 
his clothes and I did everything he did 
because I wanted to be more boy. I even 
kissed the girls in the playground!

“When I grew up people told me I 
was silly, and that girls were girls and 
boys were boys.

“I cut my hair short and I cried when 

my boobies started growing because I 
really didn’t want to be a girl.

“And then you started growing in 
my belly. And for that time I forgot all 
about being a boy. I loved you so much I 
loved my body you were growing in too.

“But now you’re older – I still feel 
like I want to be a boy sometimes. And 
sometimes I also want to be a girl. Per-
haps if I’d been born 20 years earlier, I’d 
be calling myself androgynous.”

“Aren’t you going to have any more 
babies?”

“Probably not, no. My heart is so 
full of love for you that I don’t need to 
have any more babies.”

“So are you going to be a boy?”
“Well, not really. I’m going to be a 

boy sometimes. I might get a bit bigger 
and stronger, but that’s because I’m 
running the big race in Brighton. I’ll 
still be called Jack, and I’ll still wear the 
same clothes, like shirts and ties, and 
some girls wear those too.”

“Is that why your singing voice is 
different?”

“Yes.”
“Can we have a party on Valentine’s 

Day because I love you?”
“Yes.”
And that was that. So cheers, 

Shannon and Cameron, but I won’t be 
doing a Show And Tell from my Prowler 
collection in Class 1E anytime soon. I’ll 
broach the mystery of the missing 
boobies another day, but I think we 
covered the first few bases...

*Names have been changed.

“When 
you were 
growing in 
my belly 
I forgot all 
about 
being a 
boy”

WHEN JACK
MONROE, 
CAME OUT AS 
NON-BINARY 
TRANSGENDER, 
THE NEWS 
MADE WAVES 
IN SMALL 
BOY’S SCHOOL 
PLAYGROUND

“Mama, why do you want to be a boy?”
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@MissyElliott
When u trying 2 reach your 
goals be prepared 4 some 
disappointments remember 
working toward greatness is not 
easy! Be patient that’s the key.

@ginayashere
£1.75 Primark slippers in biz class. 
Everyone looking at me like I took 
a wrong turn. Love it...

@MhairiBlack
For any gay women 
who see or receive 
abuse, please know, 
it’s not normal and 
it’s not okay. #LGBT 

@iHartbeat
You’re so cute. 
Own that shit.

@UzoAduba
Step 1: Commit to vote 
for @HillaryClinton
Step 2: Bring a friend.

@valmcdermid
Never had 
haggis pakora? 
Never lived! 

@zoelyons
O�  for an audition for a part 
that would require a bit of 
sword fi ghting. My inner 
tomboy is delighted at the 
prospect.

@lspraggan
What an incredibly sad 
day; what an iconic 
man. God speed, Sir 
Terry Wogan. A true 
gentleman.

CELEBRITY TWEETS

PICK’N’MIX 
HALSEY

PERSON OF THE MONTH

This month we’re celebrating 
Halsey, a big star with an even 
bigger social conscience. Earlier 
this year, the 21-year-old art-pop 
singer took time o�  from hanging 
out with the likes of Ruby Rose 
and Justin Bieber to talk about 
endometriosis and o� er a virtual 
hug to followers who, like her, 
might be su� ering with it. Halsey, 
real name Ashley Frangipane, 
posted the deeply personal note 
on Twitter, where she admitted 
that having endo made her feel 
“like a prisoner” in her own body, 
and told fans with the condition 
“I’m here for you”. In the age of 
trolling and cyber-bullying, we 
often feel like throwing the inter-
net in the bin, so it’s heartening 
to see someone like Halsey using 
social media for good.
@halsey

I See Me! is a publishing 
company that puts your 
child at the heart of 
the story. Who Loves 
Me? lets you choose the 
names of loved ones to 
be incorporated into the 
beautifully illustrated 
book, which is perfect 
for bedtime reading. 
Cassia (DIVA’s youngest 
book reviewer ever!)
was thrilled to see 
herself on the page. 
Sweet dreams!
I See Me Personalised 
Books and Gifts,
iseeme.com

I SEE ME! PICTURE BOOKS
WE LOVE
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DIVA: For those who don’t know, who are Hunter 
Valentine? 
KIYOMI: We are a ferocious, awesome rock band. 
You’re probably best known from season three of The 
Real L Word. Favourite memories of the show? 
Hmmmm... that is a good question! One of my favourite 
memories is when Laura got wasted and ran naked in the 
streets of Brooklyn. Classic Laura Petracca move, in my hum-
ble opinion. It was also great to play our (then new) songs at 
Dinah Shore and have the whole fi lm crew capture it. 
You’ve had a pretty epic decade. Personal and profes-
sional highlights? 
I think that it is a personal highlight to say that we have 
written and recorded four albums and toured the world. 
It was also a great professional highlight to have opened 
for Cyndi Lauper on two full tours and play some of the 
most historical venues in America. 
You’re about to release an EP. What can you tell us 
about The Pledge? 
We called it The Pledge because it’s basically a promise to 
always have a part of our hearts reserved for Hunter Val-
entine and the music. The songs really range in themes, 
from betrayal to addiction, to love, to stories about being 
in this band for a million years. 
It’s your fi nal release before an “indefi nite hiatus”. Is 
that another way of saying you’re splitting up?  
Nope. We are very honest with our fans. We are focusing 
our energy on other endeavours after this tour. We will still 
do shows here and there – booking some Pride events and 

festivals – but we need to take a step back as individuals. 
We have been doing this for so long! It’s time to mix it up 
and see what we are capable of outside of this band.
What are you planning on doing with your time o� ?
I wouldn’t call it time o� . Laura is going to go back to 
working as a chef in the kitchen, with maybe the goal of 
opening her own place one day. Leanne is a road dog and 
intends on touring with as many bands as possible. Lisa 
is going to continue to write and play music until she is 
doing it in a rocking chair. As for me, I have a number of 
projects on the go. I have been writing a solo record for 
years now and after this tour, it will be time for me to sit 
down and zero in on what I want to say from that voice. I 
have a podcast that I am launching soon and I have also 
started doing some acting. Who knows where I will end 
up and what I will be doing!
What will you miss the most? 
Seeing Laura naked fi rst thing in the morning on tour.
Is the music world is a better place for queer women 
now than when you were starting out? 
I think that it is, but the music industry in turn has 
become more di�  cult in general. It’s a tough business. 
Where can we say goodbye/see you later/thanks for the 
memories? 
Come out and see us on the SO LONG FOR NOW tour! We 
are making our way across America one city at a time 
and we would love to see as many fans as possible out 
on this tour. 
See huntervalentine.com for a full list of tour dates.

KIYOMI 
MCCLOSKEY, 
HUNTER 
VALENTINE

60 SECONDS WITH

CELEBRITY TWEETS

ARTISAN GIN
WE LOVE What’s better than a bottle of 

artisan gin? Three bottles! Give 
the gin-lover in your life this mini 
set and watch their face relax as 
they sip on the Gooseberry Gin 
Liqueur, or the marmalady Seville 
Orange Gin, and then, if they can 
handle it, the award-winning 
traditional Sloe Gin.
demijohn.co.uk

A lot of myths 
surround the LGBT 
community. For ex-
ample, all lesbians 
have cats, being 
bi means that you 
“haven’t made up 

your mind” yet, and Caitlyn Jenner 
refl ects all trans people’s experi-
ences. Another myth is that being 
LGBT and being of faith are mutually 
exclusive.
February is LGBT History Month, and 
this year the theme is Religion, Faith 
and Philosophy. LGBTHM o� ers us a 
chance to refl ect on how far equality 
for lesbian, gay, bi and trans people 
has come. It also lets us talk about 
the areas where we still have so 
much left to do.
One of those areas is faith. Stonewall 
works with some great role models, 
who are LGBT and of faith, and 
whose religions have supported 
their identities as lesbian, gay, bi and 
trans, rather than held them back. 
We also work with some fantastic 
faith leaders – allies from a range 
of backgrounds – who welcome the 
LGBT community and want to help 
ensure that places of worship are 
more inclusive for all of us.
People of faith and LGBT people alike 
su� er from prejudice and assump-
tions. Those who identify as both 
can sometimes face dual discrimina-
tion, which isn’t nice at all. And it’s 
important we help to stop it.
Embrace your lesbian neighbour, bi 
niece or trans colleague, not just for 
their sexual orientation and gender 
identity, but for who they are as a 
person. For many, that will include 
their faith, too. Let’s not judge or 
discriminate against those within 
our community. After all, there are 
plenty of people doing that for us 
already.
If our wonderfully diverse communi-
ty can work together, in unison, we’ll 
be able to eradicate that discrimina-
tion a lot sooner.

ARTISAN GIN
WE LOVE

A word from Ruth 
Hunt, CEO, Stonewall

be a believer

| UPFRONT |
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“Our lives 
have less 
value now 
than in 
slavery”

New York-based poet, writer and ac-
tress Pamela Sneed has been featured 
in the New York Times Magazine, The 
New Yorker, Time Out, Bomb and Vibe, 
and she’s graced the cover of New 
York Magazine. She has performed 
her original work to sold-out houses 
throughout America and the UK. Her 
voice, which she also uses to teach hu-
man rights and writing art at universi-
ties in New York and Chicago, is at the 
forefront of LGBT and black activism.

DIVA: Your poem Gift pays tribute 
to Gift Makau who was murdered 
because she was gay. How do LGBT 
people respond when they hear you 
read it in public?
PAMELA SNEED: The response to Gift 
has been pretty remarkable from other 
LGBT people. I feel deeply connected 
to South Africa from a visit I had there 
in 2011. I worked with the women’s 
organisation FEW and I was able to 
perform and commune with mem-
bers of the people of colour LGBTQ 
women’s community there. Some of 
my South African activist friends who 
knew Gift thanked me from the bottom 
of their hearts. When I first read Gift 
to an audience of queers, I received a 
standing ovation. Making the chaplet 
was very political for me, in that there 
is really nowhere you can go to see our 
lives as queer black women depicted in 
literature, to see a place in print where 
we are valued and spoken of, to have 
our lives matter. Since I heard of Gift’s 
murder, I have been on a personal quest 
to document her life. We are all Gift and 
the irony of course is her name; that she 
was so brutally gang-raped and mur-
dered, and her name was Gift. In short, 
people have been excited and moved 
by the work and it is selling well. I think 
Gift contains a political language that’s 
been missing, that we need.

What needs to change to address 
the fact that black lives have been 

so overlooked by so many white 
people?
So much needs to change it’s hard to 
say; the LGBTQ community has a lot 
of work to do, in my opinion. Whites 
as well as people of colour; we have 
work to do around race, class, gender, 
trans issues, women’s issues and all the 
isms. It’s also not all the same work: 
whites need to be more challenging of 
whites and people of color have their 
own work to do. I think that for so long 
we’ve been battling outside oppres-
sions, we have neglected to transform 
ourselves on some very fundamental 
levels, we must deal with some enor-
mous self-hate that has informed the 
way we treat ourselves and each other. 
We also need more opportunities to 
be visible in the dominant culture. We 
need to hear more work and stories 
and films and dances and theatre and 
writing from people of colour and 
LGBTQ people. LGBTQ folks need to 
support more of our own businesses 
and enterprises and be more respon-
sible as to where our money goes; not 
supporting people who hate or don’t 
care about us. 

In Rope A Dope you seem to be say-
ing that, as in the UK, your president 
has given you same-sex marriage on 
the one hand and then taken away 
rights for others in our community?
Yes, I have been thinking on this point 
a lot and spoken about it. I believe 
America is a land of illusions, and so 
while we are talking about Michelle 
Obama’s hair and make-up, our rights 
are being dismantled. It took me a 
while to accept the marriage equality 
ruling. I did not celebrate. One, be-
cause marriage has never been my goal 
as a queer, though we should have the 
right. Also, there is a part of me that 
just feels like we are all just products 
of a presidency and a corporation 
building a legacy, rather than being 
seen as human beings whose needs 

are being respected and met. “Lincoln 
freed the slaves and Obama freed the 
gays...” I feel like we are all just part 
of his profile, an extremely narcissist 
machine, while very little is for us. 

In Landlines… Really?! and Circus 
Acts you seem to be saying that 
black women are still psychologi-
cally scarred from slavery and this 
is expressed in popular culture. Tell 
us more.
Yes, these poems are certainly about 
the psychological scars of slavery we 
have never escaped. A lot of these 
new television shows with black 
women leads claim to be progressive 
but follow plantation narratives. They 
are supposed to be empowered 
women but are still the property 
of and sexual objects of white men. 
However, the standout line for me in 
Circus Acts was about Mike Brown, 
who was killed by police [in Ferguson, 
Missouri, in 2014] having fewer rights 
than an animal. It was my student, a 
young Latino man, who noticed and 
how heavy and sad my heart felt that I 
could not protect him from that. 
Circus Acts also ties back to the first 
poem, Gift, when I say that “at least in 
slavery Mike Brown might still be 
alive”, meaning our lives have less 
value now than in slavery. In slavery 
the aim was to preserve the life of the 
slave, so they could be worked to 
death. Now it is shoot-to-kill, so in 
many ways we have regressed. When I 
think of my poem Landlines... Really?!, 
I feel ecstatic that I got in the lines, 
“I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again 
if you want a revolution...” and I so 
want to talk about revolution. I’m so 
glad my book almost ends on 
revolution, because I want to plant 
that word in people’s minds and 
hearts. 

Gift is available from belladonnaseries.org, 
priced $5. 

Why we need 
to know about 
Britain’s role in 
the slave trade, 
and make repara-
tions now 
tinyurl.com/
PamelaSneed

PAMELA SNEED 
TELLS JANE 
CZYZSELSKA 
ABOUT 
HER HEART-
STOPPING NEW 
COLLECTION 
OF POETRY, 
NAMED 
AFTER SOUTH 
AFRICAN 
LESBIAN GIFT 
MAKAU, WHO 
WAS KILLED 
IN A BRUTAL 
LESBOPHOBIC 
ATTACK

Gifted
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More information on p9 
divadigital.co.uk

 DIVAMAG.CO.UK 31

| Q&A | PAMELA SNEED |

030 P sneed.indd   31 10/02/2016   12:37



LIVE
DIVA favourites O’Hooley & Tidow and 
Grace Petrie team up with fellow folkies 
Lady Maisery for the Coven tour (3-13 
March), a string of dates to celebrate 
International Women’s Day; out LA-based 
vocalist/rapper/DJ Syd Da Kid (of Odd 
Future fame) visits London with her 
neo-soul band The Internet for a show at 
Camden’s KOKO (9 March); genre-mashing 
pop pixie Grimes lands for the UK leg of 
her Art Angels LP tour (6-15 March).

PARTICIPATE 
Jam On Your Hands 

A monthly feminist social for budding and 
experienced musicians alike, at DIY Space 
For London. A di� erent queer, female 
and/or POC house band will host each 
month, while attendees have the chance 
to “improvise with other musicians, play 
their own compositions and make positive 
connections through music”. DSFL is a 
members-only venue so you’ll need to 
sign up beforehand at diyspaceforlondon.
org to attend. 

WOLF GIRL 
We Tried (Oddbox) 

Wolf Girl’s energetic garage pop has made 
this south London foursome a staple 
on the UK’s queer DIY scene. We Tried, 
their debut LP, is a witty riot of boy/girl 
vocals and scuzzy genre-blurring guitars, 
veering between fi lligree C86 twee (Are 
You Reading A Dirty Book) and thicker, 
buzzsaw licks (Middlesex) with a giddy, 
agile glee.     

DOUBLE PEDIGREE
Ingrid | SINGLE 

A confi dent, swaggering paean to black 
self-love from rising Houston rapper and 
Beyoncé-collaborator, Ingrid.

I LIVE INSIDE: MEMOIRS 
OF A BABE IN TOYLAND
Michelle Leon | BOOK 

The original bassist of recently-
reformed 90s grunge icons Babes In 
Toyland tells her story.

LUSH
Hannah Holland | EP 

Expect deep, warm grooves 
on this two-track EP from 

Batty Bass’ respected house 
maven, Holland.

THAO & THE GET DOWN STAY DOWN
A Man Alive (Ribbon Music)

The fourth album from this folk-pop outfi t is a tight, rhythmic rumination on 
complex issues – family, abandonment, healing. It’s also a fi erce statement 
of selfhood from front-woman Thao Nguyen, who makes her long-absent 
father the album’s muse, forging the ambivalent, volatile emotions su� using 
that non-relationship into wild, loop-driven dances coloured with texture and 
movement, anger and optimism, grief and refusal. Stunning.

ANNA MEREDITH 
Varmints (Moshi Moshi) 

Edinburgh-born composer Meredith is a classi-
cally trained beatsmith who uses her 

highbrow skillset to experimental, 
electronic ends, with frequently 
thrilling results (she’s written for 

the BBC Proms, made music with 
MRA scanners, collaborat-

ed with beatboxers 
and pop artists). 
Varmints, her 

long-awaited debut, 
is predictably adven-

turous – gargantuan 
brassy parps and huge 

synth lines building into 
giant, dizzying dance marvels.

Fierce statement: Thao And 
The Get Down Stay Down

JENNAH BELL 
Anatomy EP (Bandcamp)

Brooklyn-based songstress 
Jennah Bell makes dreamy, 
colourful folk music 
that draws from a wide 
palette – bluegrass, R&B, 
vintage soul, lightest 
jazz – without feeling 
cluttered. Anatomy, 
her self-released EP, 
feels rich yet airy; a 
sapid introduction 
to this rising talent. 
Standout track: the 
nectared, intoxicat-
ing Candied 
Daylight. 

Anatomy EP (Bandcamp)

Brooklyn-based songstress 
Jennah Bell makes dreamy, 
colourful folk music 
that draws from a wide 
palette – bluegrass, R&B, 
vintage soul, lightest 
jazz – without feeling 
cluttered. Anatomy, 
her self-released EP, 
feels rich yet airy; a 
sapid introduction 
to this rising talent. 
Standout track: the 
nectared, intoxicat-
ing Candied 

highbrow skillset to experimental, 
electronic ends, with frequently 
thrilling results (she’s written for 

the BBC Proms, made music with 
MRA scanners, collaborat-

ed with beatboxers 

is predictably adven-
turous – gargantuan 

brassy parps and huge 
synth lines building into 

giant, dizzying dance marvels.

MUSIC
O’Hooley & Tidow

Batty Bass’ respected house 
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THE ONES BELOW
Dir David Farr

Feminist theory mashed up with a creepy 
narrative can result in cinematic gold, as 
Ira Levin discovered in the late 1960s with 
horror classics Rosemary’s Baby and The 
Stepford Wives. In 2016, David Farr has 
made a movie that follows in Ira’s 
footsteps, attempting to make “baby 
brain” anxieties the gateway into a new 
vision of female hell. Who can we trust, 
Clémence Poésy’s stressed-out new 
mother or her infant-obsessed downstairs 
neighbours? Unfortunately, this clever but 
ultimately predictable movie is a bit late 
to the freaky feminist party. It’s more 
successful when playing on the unspeak-
able horror of having a terrible flatmate. 
In cinemas 11 March 

MARGUERITE
Dir Xavier Giannoli

Watching just one episode of The X Factor 
will leave you cynical about the 
relationship of success to talent. Based on 
the true story of a truly awful opera 
singer, this baroque black comedy offers a 
grotesque satire on the making of art. 
Against a surreally gorgeous backdrop of 
mansions and nightclubs in 1920s France, 
it studies obscenely rich, pitifully loveable 
wannabe Marguerite (the brilliant 
Catherine Frot), and the earplug-wearing 
flatterers who are after her money. 
Despite their bad behaviour, this is 
ultimately a film about the nice side of 
human nature… And the surprising beauty 
of tone-deaf singing. 
In cinemas 18 March

BFI FLARE HITS 30
THE FESTIVAL RETURNS
London’s global LGBT film festival cel-
ebrates the end of its 20s this year. It no 
longer leaves its socks on the floor, the 
hangovers are getting worse, but most 
importantly, it’s bringing another round 
of great queer movies from all over the 
world to London’s Southbank.
The festival takes place from Wednesday 
16-Sunday 27 March. Find out more at bfi.
org.uk/flare and see our previews on p44.

CROSS-DRESSING ON FILM
GIRLS WILL BE BOYS
Marlene Dietrich in a top hat; Greta Garbo 
in a ruff and breeches. When academic 
Laura Horak looked into the 1930s fashion 
for cross-dressing screen sirens she dis-
covered over 400 films, made between 
1908 and 1934, in which women dressed 
as men. Discover why in this exhaustively 
researched text. 
Find out more at tinyurl.com/
DIVAcrossdress.

THE IRIS PRIZE
SUBMIT YOUR LGBT SHORT
The world’s largest short film prize is the 
£30,000 Iris Prize, open to films on LGBT 
themes. Ahead of the festival in October, 
submit your short film to try and win 
the funds to make another one. Previous 
winners include Dee Rees, who went on 
to make lesbian masterpiece Pariah. 
Submit your film by 1 June. Earlybird 
deadline 30 March. Find out more at 
irisprize.org.

NEXT TO HER
Dir Asaf Korman

Scripted by its lead actress, Liron Ben-Shlush, and based on her own experi-
ences, Israeli drama Next To Her offers a subtle study of 27-year-old Chelli’s 
relationship with her sister Gaby (Dana Ivgy), who has a learning disability. 
The two actresses vividly portray the sisters’ powerful, sensual bond, radiant 
with a love that almost masks the difficulties and burnout Chelli is experienc-
ing. When Chelli gets a boyfriend, however, she begins to realise the true 
nature of her responsibility. Building up to an extraordinary climax, this is a 
film with an important message about female sexuality and what it means to 
take care of someone. 
In cinemas 11 March

FIL
M&ONLINE

SEXUAL HEALTH
THE SISTERS
An informative guide about the 
STIs that can be spread through 
woman-to-woman sex and the 
symptoms to look out for. The 
Sisters also recommend sexual 
health resources for lesbian and 
bi women.
thesisters.org.uk/women

BLOG
FUCK YEAH 
ASIAN DYKES!
These bloggers decided that 
there wasn’t enough love for 
queer Asian women and put 
together all their cute/hotness 
on a single site, alongside some 
cracking think pieces. It’s great.
fuckyeahasiandykes.tumblr.com

ADVICE
EMPTY CLOSETS
We love the ethos of this web-
site, which provides a safe online 
community for LGBT+ people 
coming out. Anonymous discus-
sions, advice and support – it’s 
a great resource for anyone who 
wants to live authentically. 
emptyclosets.com

online
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COMING SOON
ONCE UPON A TIME

How have we only recently discovered 
Once Upon A Time? Set in the fi ctional 
town of Storybook, Maine, the series 
brings together some of our favourite 
fairytale characters including Rumplestilt-
skin and Snow White with modern life, 
and it’s utterly gripping. If you need us, 
we’ll be catching up before the second 
half of season fi ve starts later this month.   
March, Netfl ix

KEEP WATCHING
MARVEL-LOUS!

We’re over the moon with the news that 
Netfl ix have ordered a second season of 
the Marvel series, Jessica Jones. We loved 
it and you loved it, proving that superhero 
shows are best when they are super 
queer.

COMING BACK
ALL THE ORANGE!

In more renewal news, Netfl ix have 
signed up Orange Is The New Black 
for another three seasons. Jenji 
Kohan, series creator and 
executive producer says “Here’s 
to keeping it interesting.” We’ve 
no doubt she will. 

WHAT WE’RE WATCHING
THE X FILES
Mulder and Scully have reopened The X Files for a 

limited time only, and we’ve loving it. This 
six-part miniseries from Chris Carter sees 

David Duchovny and Gillian 
Anderson back together 
for the fi rst time since 
2008’s fi lm I Want To 

Believe, and while the 
fi rst few episodes have 
largely been panned 

by critics, we still think 
it’s worth a watch, if 

only for nostalgia’s 
sake. 

Mondays, 9pm, 
Channel 5

GAYCATION
It was summer last year when we fi rst heard that Ellen 
Page was fi lming a series for Vice, and to be honest, we thought it sounded 
too good to be true. But then the trailer dropped, and it’s safe to say Gayca-
tion looks pretty special. In this docuseries, Page and best friend Ian Daniel 
invite us on a round the world adventure, taking in Jamaica’s fi rst ever Pride 
and the bustling metropolis of Tokyo via the beaches of Rio De Janeiro. But 
this is more than just a queered-up Michael Palin – Gaycation feels like a kind 
of coming of age for the 28-year-old star – and it’s a journey not to be missed. 
2 March, 10pm, viceland.com

WE CAN’T WAIT FOR
RAISED BY WOLVES
Get the babbies, folks, because Raised By Wolves 
is back. Caitlin Moran and sister Caz’s delightful, 
charming and highly enjoyable sitcom is a reimagin-
ing on their own childhood and it’ll make you laugh, 
make you cry, and have you boarding the next bus 
to Wolverhampton. Missed the fi rst series? Gorge 
yourself at All4 now. 
2 March, Channel 4

Turning Japanese? Ellen Page
and Ian Daniel take on the world
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In more renewal news, Netfl ix have 
signed up Orange Is The New Black 
for another three seasons. Jenji 

executive producer says “Here’s 
to keeping it interesting.” We’ve 

six-part miniseries from Chris Carter sees 
David Duchovny and Gillian 

Anderson back together 
for the fi rst time since 
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Believe, and while the 
fi rst few episodes have 
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only for nostalgia’s 
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DIVADIGITAL.CO.UK

AVAILABLE ON 

HAVE YOU TRIED

DIVA DIGITAL?

Save over
on the cover price!

35%

WE LOVE OUR DIGITAL READERS. 
SO TO SAY THANK YOU FOR 
DOWNLOADING OUR NEW ISSUE, 
FEAST YOUR EYES ON THESE 
EXTRAS.
WE’VE GOT TRAILERS FOR 
KAITLYN ALEXANDER’S COUPLE-
ISH AS WELL AS TELLO’S LATEST 
OFFERINGS MAYBELLE AND PLUS 
ONE, AS WELL AS A BEHIND THE 
SCENES LOOK AT THE BRILLIANT 
NIKKI AND NORA. THERE’S ALSO 
A VIDEO OF PAMELA SNEED 
READING A POEM FROM HER BOOK 
KONG, A QUICK PEEK AT FEMME 
BRUTAL, AND FOR THOSE SARAH 
PAULSON FANS OUT THERE, AN 
AHS TRAILER AND AN VIDEO OF 
HER INTERVIEW WITH SISTER 
RACHEL. SO WHAT ARE YOU 
WAITING FOR? GET WATCHING! 

4  Instant delivery 
to your mobile, 
tablet or PC a 
week before 
general release

4  Save up to 48% 
with a digital 
subscription

4  Gain exclusive 
access to bonus 
videos, picture 
galleries & audio 
clips

4  Read in sharp 
definition 
anytime, 
anywhere

ONLY                  WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE£2.49
NORMALLY £3.99
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BO
OK

SBIOGRAPHY
YOU DON’T OWN ME: 
THE LIFE AND TIMES 
OF LESLEY GORE
Trevor Tolliver

Like all the best pop 
music, there’s 
something 
quintessentially 
queer about Lesley 
Gore’s hits. From the 
feminist anthem You 
Don’t Own Me to the 
campy splendour of 

It’s My Party, Gore made bubblegum pop 
songs that have endured for over 50 
years. Self-confessed fanboy Trevor 
Tolliver uncovers the stories behind the 
hits, showing how Gore explored her 
lesbian identity while maintaining a 
hyper-hetero public persona. The 
biography is scrupulously researched, 
which will please the die-hard fan, and 
with an inset of gorgeous photographs for 
more casual readers.
Backbeat Books, £19.99 

MEMOIR
EQUAL EVER AFTER
Lynn Featherstone

A few pages into 
Lynn Featherstone’s 
account of fi ghting 
for gay marriage as 
equalities minister 
in the coalition 
government, she 
tells us that she 
believes in “the 

power of one”, which pretty much sums 
up the book. Though Featherstone pays 
lip service to various groups and 
individuals who campaigned, she 
ultimately sees herself as the architect of 
gay marriage. Nonetheless, the book is a 
pacy read and contains some fascinating 
behind-the-scenes stories from 
Westminster. 
Biteback Publishing, £14.99

HISTORY
GAY LIFE STORIES
Robert Aldrich

Gay Life Stories is the ultimate compendium of queers! With over 80 
gorgeously-written prose portraits of LGBTQ people from all over 
the world across the ages, Robert Aldrich sidesteps the usual male 
and Western-centric approach for a well-researched, global 
perspective. This means sacrifi cing some big names (such as 
Virginia Woolf) and including lesser-know fi gures, like Eva 
Gore-Booth. The book also eschews the demand of positive 
representation, including characters as unsavoury as Ronnie Kray, 
the infamous East End gangster! 
Thames & Hudson, £12.99

GRAPHIC NOVEL

I LOVE THIS PART
Tillie Walden

I Love This Part is so current it feels 
like the future, and what a gorgeous 
future it will be with Tillie Walden 
there to draw it for us. Walden is one 
to watch, named Breakout Talent 
2015 by comics website Broken Fron-
tier. This debut graphic novel shows 
real emotional depth as well as a 
lush and original visual style and a 
surprisingly elegant and restrained 
use of dialogue. In monochrome 
splashed with dusty pink, this slim 
volume is a compelling story of fi rst 

love in the digital age.  A must-read for anyone who has ever watched their 
phone like a hawk, waiting for that elusive text…
Avery Hill Publishing, £8.50

FICTION 

WHAT WE ALL LONG FOR
Dionne Brand

Canadian author, poet and essayist of Trinidadian 
descent Dionne Brand is a big name in Canada, but 
little known this side of the Atlantic. And we are 
missing out! Brand’s novel What We All Long For 
follows four 20-something friends from vari-
ous backgrounds, their loves and longings, their 
struggles to belong, to make art, and to forge their 
identities. Brand’s depiction of queer, second-gen-
eration migrants in Toronto is full of the pleasures 
and tensions of everyday urban life. This compelling 
novel, fi rst published in 2005, is the perfect intro-
duction to a generous, talented and prolifi c writer.
Gri�  n, £14.99

lesbian classic
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JACKY FLEMING’S NEW BOOK HAS 
JANE CZYZSELSKA IN STITCHES

The trouble
with women

In her new illustrated spoof of history 
with no women in it – apart from a few 
queens, Marie Curie, and Jane Austen 
– cartoonist Jacky Fleming is at her 
funniest yet.

DIVA: The Trouble With Women 
is hilarious. Thank you for creat-
ing another beautiful, funny and 
important piece of feminist art. We 
especially laughed at the picture of 
the fl oppy women without corsets. 
Enlighten us, please: why do we have 
such little knowledge of women in 
history?

JACKY FLEMING: In the olden days 
there weren’t any women, which is why 
you don’t come across them in history. 
That’s how the book starts, and you’d 
be forgiven for thinking it was true. 
There are lots of ways to erase women 
from history – don’t allow them to 
study, or get a professional qualifi ca-
tion, or work in any profession, or put 
their own name to their achievements. 
But if all that fails to stop them, just 
don’t ever mention them. It works. And 
don’t nominate them for any prizes as 
that tends to go down in history. 

And we’re assuming the same logic 
applies to lesbians, x1000? 
Not necessarily, as heterosexual mar-
riage was a big obstacle to continuing 
the pursuit of any studies or interests, 
and women who didn’t marry some-
times had more freedom. Avoiding 
marriage was quite a feat in itself, 
and required an income, a convent, or 
men’s clothes. If a woman married, eve-
rything she owned, or earned, became 
the property of her husband, including 
herself. Marriage was made more at-
tractive by limiting the alternatives.

with women

 38 MARCH 2016

038 books2.indd   38 10/02/2016   12:35



In the 19th century there was a 
community of lesbian artists living 
in Rome, which included sculptors 
Harriet Hosmer, who alarmed people 
with her “madcap ways”, and Edmonia 
Lewis. Anna Ruling was a courageous 
journalist who publicly challenged the 
women’s movement, in 1904, to address 
lesbian rights. Sophie Jex-Blake was 
ferocious and unstoppable in her fi ght 
to enable women to become doctors.

Besides Edmonia Lewis you found 
out about other inspiring women 
of colour, who are o� en le�  out of 
mainstream history books...
The risks Harriet Tubman took time 
and again to help fellow slaves escape 
make James Bond look tame. Harriet 
Jacobs wrote about the sexual abuse 
and harassment of female slaves. She 
had to go into hiding for seven years to 
escape her abuser. Sojourner Truth, an-
other ex-slave, stunned audiences with 
her pioneering public speaking on the 
abolition of slavery and women’s rights. 
Sarah Forbes Bonetta was adopted by 

Queen Victoria, and forced to marry 
against her will. Rebecca Lee Crumpler 
was the fi rst African American woman 
to qualify as a doctor – without a single 
surviving photo to show for it.

If you could have been one of the 
women you included in the book, 
who would it have been and why?
I’m not sure I would have wanted to 
be any of them as they faced such 
enormous obstacles and I made a 
conscious decision not to write a list 
of remarkable women, because a� er 
I’d fi lled loads of notebooks I realised 
there were too many to be exception-
al. More remarkable was not knowing, 
or learning, about them. By keeping 
women out of history, it keeps the 
Exceptional Woman myth going, 
and stops us from seeing gender 
inequality as a deliberate construct. 
If patriarchy is an interlocking system 
which makes female inferiority seem 
“natural”, the book is an attempt to 
make the wires visible,  and expose 
the trickery.

Men have historically tried to keep 
women from doing much in the intel-
lectual sphere, haven’t they?  
Of all the nonsense men have written 
about women, my prize goes to Darwin, 
because he regarded himself as having 
the objectivity of a great scientist. It 
was his views on women which inspired 
me to write the book. Basically, he said 
men were better at whatever they did, 
than women could ever be. He thought 
women were lower down the evolu-
tionary ladder, in a state of charming 
arrested development, while he was an 
evolutionary miracle – the Stradivarius 
of the monkey world. What luck! He 
gave his weighty backing to biological 
female inferiority – his contribution to 
the normalising of gender inequality.

And fi nally, which lesbians, alive or dead, 
have “genius hair” in your opinion?
I assume you’re fi shing here – obvi-
ously you have #geniushair,  Jane.

The Trouble With Women, published by Square 
Peg, is on sale now, priced £9.99.

| REVIEWS | BOOKS |
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Sandy (left) and Emma, surrounded 
by some of their eye-catching designs

 40 MARCH 2016
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Sandy Dicks, 47, and Emma Dobbs, 37, 
are the hard-working married couple 
behind Slamsister Designs, a lesbian 
card company which also sells prints, 
calendars and other cool stu� . They 
live in Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.

DIVA: Slamsister launched almost 
three years ago. What was the inspi-
ration behind the brand?
SANDY & EMMA: Emma studied fi ne 
art and animation at Central St Martins 
in London and her style was always 
comic-book pop art when she painted. 
Slamsister came about through the 
birthday cards she made for friends. 
She had been searching for a project 
and making cards just for girls was 
always a dream for her. The name 
Slamsister was a nickname her brother 
called her when she was a kid. 

Once you’d had the idea, did it take long 
to get the business o�  the ground?
It was about two years in the planning. 
We started with fi ve Christmas cards, 
which we got professionally printed. 
We did a trial launch and held a party 
at our house to see how they were 
received. On the back of that, Emma 
worked on the original 12 Slamsister 
lesbian cards for the website launch.

Do you have other jobs? How many 
hours per week go into Slamsister?
Yes – unfortunately! Sandy is a 
housekeeper and Emma works for a 
holiday company in the complaints 
team. Emma works every Wednesday 
on Slamsister and we both do stu�  
one day at the weekend. When Pride 
season starts we can be attending an 
event every weekend. Our long-term 
aim is for Slamsister to be able to sup-
port us both. That would be lush. We 
are going to just keep drawing, keep 
making until we have enough cool 
stu�  for lesbians all over the world. 
We’d love to have a card shop and then 
a whole card shop chain.

How do you divide the work?
Everything you see is drawn by Emma. 

She’s also responsible for the majority 
of tweets (@slamsister4life) and Face-
book updates. Sandy is the hands on, 
practical do-er of the team! She is also 
very social. She negotiates with sup-
pliers, picks up orders, stock controls, 
pushes advertising and is the main 
Pride front-lady.

Are there areas of the business that 
you don’t handle yourselves?
From the start we both agreed profes-
sional printing was a necessity as we 
wanted Slamsister to look the best 
we could manage. We work with lo-
cal suppliers from Cheltenham, and 
have established a very good working 
relationship with them; they back 
Slamsister and what we stand for 
100%. Printing costs can be expensive; 
establishing business relationships in 
the long term means we can keep our 
costs as low as possible but also keep 
the product to the same standard.

You began with a range of cards and 
now sell prints, underwear and calen-
dars too; what are your most popular 
lines and who do they sell to? 
“Desire” – available as card, print and 
poster – remains one of our most pop-
ular and is the design which represents 
Slamsister the best. Last summer, by 
far our most popular product was the 
new vests, and the “Lesbian” design.

Have you ever made a wrong call 
with a new product?
Yes, for sure. But luckily, because of 
the design process, normally a du�  
idea would get picked up by us before 
it got to the printers. We did a limited 
line of prints which were quite di� er-
ent in style and didn’t seem to fi nd 
their place online or at Prides. Emma 
believes they were too personal to her 
tastes. This highlights the big question. 
What do lesbians want to buy? How 
best to represent the diversity and 
make a universal and relatable image? 

Do you plan to introduce more di-
verse characters as the range grows?

Yes, we are working on creating cards 
that cover the wide spectrum of 
lesbian identity to include all ages, and 
ethnicities. We will add to our range 
and we have had positive feedback on 
the cards we have already done. We 
won’t stop until there’s a Slamsister 
card out there for everyone.

Is there anything you wish you’d 
known before you began?
Hmm, yes: customer retention. When 
we set up slamsisterdesigns.com we 
were so excited to get online, we didn’t 
think ahead in terms of the option to 
subscribe to a newsletter and email. 
We didn’t think about our customer 
database, this has only come recently. 
We both have learnt a lot about adver-
tising/marketing and business through 
Slamsister!

Running your own business as a 
couple, what do you do to relax and 
stay sane?
During Pride season it can be tiring 
because we are working in the week 
and every weekend driving to an event. 
So we try and keep it fun and are not 
too serious about pushing Slamsister 
constantly. We are almost experts at 
relaxing. Emma knows nearly every 
TV show out there which has a lesbian 
character so we always have a full TV 
schedule if we need a break. Sandy 
also loves the sauna and swimming.

Any new lines planned for this year?
This year we’ve already launched a new 
birthday card called, “Happy Birthday 
SURPRISE”, which is our fi rst ever 
comic strip card. And you will fi nd 
some greeting card favourites appear, 
like New Home, Get Well Soon and 
Mother’s Day cards. We will have new 
vest designs for the summer, and some 
bigger and baggier tops, too. Right 
now we are excited about working 
with Bambu Apartments, whom we 
met at LFest last summer. This year, 
Bambu are stocking some of our 
products at their resort and Slamsister 
posters feature in all bedrooms. 

“We’d love 
to have a 
card shop 
and then a 
whole card 
shop chain”

MEET THE 
CREATIVE 
MINDS BEHIND 
SLAMSISTER 
DESIGNS
INTERVIEW 
LOUISE CAROLIN

Doing it for themselves

 DIVAMAG.CO.UK 41

| OUT THERE | SLAMSISTER DESIGNS |

040 Slam Sisters.indd   41 11/02/2016   16:17



“At Tello, 
lesbian/
bi/queer 
characters 
are front 
and centre.  
We are the 
lesbian 
Netflix”

I spoke to Christin Baker, CEO of 
Tello Films, the lesbian web network, 
just days into the New Year. As I was 
working from home, she was in effect, 
my virtual first-foot. In order to bring 
good luck, a first-foot is traditionally 
supposed to be tall, dark and male. 
Christin, being petite, fair and female, 
was the polar opposite. That said, she 
still brought good cheer to our house-
hold in the form of lesbian-specific 
web dramas that shine bright in a dull 
world of lesbian screen-death clichés 
and other prosaic TV tropes.

“Tello creates web drama series 
where lesbian/bi/queer characters are 
front and centre,” explains Christin. 
“We love lesbian stories and don’t 
think there has been enough of 
them. These stories are written and 
performed by lesbians, plus they are 
produced and directed by lesbians for 
a specific lesbian audience. The best 
way to describe us is as the lesbian 
Netflix.” 

Tello is a subscription site and for 
the equivalent of £3.50 per month, 
you can watch over 20 shows, some of 
them reaching a second or even a third 
season. The series are a mixture of 
comedy, drama-comedy, crime drama 
and a smattering of chat shows. They 
are sassy, well written and confidently 
acted, with the added attraction of a 
holding a lesbian magnifying glass up 
to worlds that will resonate with the 
viewers. 

Most of the series are rela-
tionship-based dramas, where 
the romantic and at times sexual 
content is prolific but not overtly 
explicit. Says Christin, “There isn’t 
the lesbian Girls. We aren’t quite 
Showtime or HBO, but our content 
is tasteful yet sexy”. 

Christin is very clear about the 
criteria needed to become a Tello 
drama. “I look for compelling stories, 
with a likable lead characters. It has 
to be what I like, which may sound 
ridiculous when running a network 
but when you are running a small 
independent you get to know what 
viewers like.” 

How does she know her radar is 
tuned in to what the viewer wants? 
She laughs a surprisingly low laugh. 
“I’m ‘super-gay’ and if other people 
are ‘super-gay’ too, then they’ll 
like what I like.”

This formula seems to work. 
Certainly, I have watched little 
mainstream television since dis-
covering Tello and I’m not the only 
one, with Tello reaching thousands 
of subscribers. Like Netflix, they 
don’t reveal actual numbers but 
Christin is able to tell me that 95% 
of subscribers are women and 
97% identify as lesbian, bi 
or queer, or, as the Tello 
website heralds: “You 
are lesbian, bi, unde-
cided, complex, 

JACQUIE 
LAWRENCE 
CATCHES THE 
DIRECTOR 
OF LESBIAN 
ONLINE TV 
PLATFORM 
TELLO, IN AN 
OPTIMISTIC 
MOOD

THE
TANGLED
WEB
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In the frame: Christin Baker, boss lady 
at lesbian web TV platform Tello Films

More information on p9 
divadigital.co.uk
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fluid, soft butches, hard femmes. You 
are allies, mothers, daughters, bosses, 
explorers, dreamers, doers, go-getters, 
and go-get-hers.”

The Tello viewer is universal too. 
“We don’t geo-block our content so 
whilst 63% of our viewers are based 
in America, the rest come from all 
around the world. That is the beauty 
of the web, it can take lesbian content 
to places where it is impossible to see 
lesbian representation on traditional 
broadcasters.” 

There is a range of content to 
satisfy all age-groups and although I 
assumed I’d aged out of enjoying series 
like The Throwaways or Rent Con-
trolled, featuring, as they do, angst-
ridden teenage lesbians or student 
crushes, I actually enjoyed how smart 
and relevant they were. 

Christin, who also writes, produces 
and directs some of the content, works 
within a wide range of different pro-
duction processes to bring the lesbian 
dramas to life. 

“We work in three ways. We dis-
tribute projects that have been fully 
funded by the filmmaker and they get 
100% of net web residuals, or we co-
produce with a producer and split the 
residuals 50/50, or we completely pro-
duce in-house as Tello Films projects.” 

These are generous terms but 
Christin is evangelical about Tello’s 
commitment to the lesbian creative 
industry. “The whole point of Tello is 
not just to give the community content 
but to encourage filmmakers to make 
more content by reinvesting in their 
art. We want to make sure if you make 
content for our site that you get paid 
for it. It’s easier for producers to make 
money with a subscription site like 
Tello since we have a much simpler 
revenue sharing model as opposed to 
a free site, where videos need a signifi-
cant number of views before they can 
be monetised.”

Not that Christin sees free sites as 
competition: “We tend to focus on 
scripted narrative storytelling whilst 
most of YouTube’s more successful 
lesbian channels tend to be reality 
based.”

Christin also emphasises the col-
laborative nature of Tello. “We partner 

with One More Lesbian, the site that 
aggregates lesbian videos from other 
sites, and we partner with filmmakers. 
We aim to make sure that everyone is 
heard. Even when we only buy in con-
tent, we work hard with the filmmaker 
to lift the content to the Tello level.” 

She is especially excited about the 
latest Tello collaboration, the comedy-
drama Skirtchasers (which has to be 
one of the best titles ever!), which is 
due to air in the spring. It stars ex-L 
Word actress Elizabeth Keener and 
Spin City legend Barry Bostwick, as a 
father/daughter combo who “are both 
charming and can each bag a woman 
but neither of them can make good 
relationship choices”. 

To say anymore about the series 
would require a spoiler alert but it 
is clear that with a creative team 
including James Berg and Dan Zim-
merman (co-writers of the lesbian kiss 
episode of Roseanne) and Amanda 
Bearse (Marcy D’Arcy in Married With 
Children, who came out in Hollywood 
when it wasn’t quite so cool to do so) 
behind the series, Skirtchasers will no 
doubt crank Tello Films’ visibility up a 
notch. 

But shouldn’t something like 
Skirtchasers also appeal to main-
stream broadcasters? Christin concurs. 
“All of the cast and crew have asked 
that but for some reason the networks 
couldn’t get behind it.” She refuses 
to be beaten, though. “The way I see 
it, not only is it an original series for 
Tello but we are going to pitch it to the 
networks as a pilot concept, to show it 
can work, so I am crossing my fingers 
for it to go to a wider audience”. 

This is an interesting development 
for Tello and it isn’t unknown for 
networks to pick something up from 
the web but what about the other way 
around? 

“We’ve done that too,” laughs 
Christin. She is referring to the Tello’s 
perennial favourite Nikki And Nora, a 
lesbian Rizzoli And Isles, which was an 
un-aired pilot for UPN and then reim-
agined for Tello, after it had garnered 
a fanbase and crowdfunding. Nikki 
And Nora’s high production values and 
superb acting by leads Liz Vassey (CSI) 
and Christina Cox (Arrow) meant that 

She’s In 
London, a 
series set 
around 
a bar in 
Soho, 
premiered 
on Tello 
last year
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It seems that Tello is not only a mini 
broadcaster but it also acts as a mini 
studio where lesbian-specific projects 
can be developed and supported, 
almost like a lesbian hothouse where 
they can germinate and grow. And that 
can only bode well for the future of 
lesbian television and film, including 
projects that take root in the UK. 

An unapologetic Anglophile, Chris-
tin is keen to procure content from the 
UK to supplement She’s In London, the 
series set in and around a bar in Soho, 
which premiered on Tello late last 
year. It was Tello’s first non-US based 
series but she says that working with 
the She’s In London team at Planet M 
Productions has whetted her appetite. 

“We’ve just acquired a beautiful 
lesbian ballet short film called Blank 
Inside, which will premiere in late Janu-
ary, and we are in talks with a couple 
of British filmmakers about a lesbian 

Tello saw its subscription increase over 
100% when it started to air in 2014.

Christin has similar high hopes for 
both Plus One and Maybelle, the latest 
offerings from Tello. Both are written 
by lesbian comedians and their com-
edy heritage shows, but whilst Plus 
One, featuring Mo Welch and Dannielle 
Owens-Reid, is a sassy, quip-laden 
comedy about a lesbian falling for her 
(straight, male) best friend’s girlfriend, 
Maybelle is a gentler series about a 
second chance at first love, starring 
Bridget McManus. 

McManus is currently turning 
Maybelle into a feature script and 
plans to use the Tello series as a proof 
of concept in order to raise production 
funding. Christin explains: “We will 
use the web episodes to cut a reel to 
show investors, plus we can illustrate 
by the number of subscribers just how 
popular it is.” 

TELLO-VISION
SIX DON’T-MISS DRAMAS YOU’LL WANT TO SIGN UP FOR

1 
COWGIRL UP 
Created by Nancylee Myatt (who 
produced South Of Nowhere) this is 
a two-season show about a cabal of 
lesbians living, loving and laughing on 
a Californian dude ranch. That’s all you 
need to know. 

2 
KISS HER I’M FAMOUS 
A naughty series that takes the piss 
out of fame culture. A lesbian (Tracy 
Ryerson) and her straight friend (Rolla 
Selbeck) decide to fake a sex tape to get 
back at their exes, but the fallout has 
implications well beyond their friend-
ship. Intelligent and stylish, and that’s 
not just the actresses. 

3 
PLUS ONE 
A razor-sharp comedy written by leads 
Mo Welch (Alex) and Dannielle Owens-
Reid (Kate). Interweaving Alex’s compli-
cated crush on her best (male) friend’s 
girlfriend and Kate’s online romance 
with all-knowing ultra-smart exchanges 
about lesbian pop culture, it’s easy on 
the eye but engages the brain too. 

4 
MAYBELLE 
A romantic drama written by and 
starring comedian Bridget McManus as 
a newly bereaved daughter who grabs 
a second chance at love with her first 
girlfriend. It’s warm-hearted, optimistic 
and lush, just like the southern land-
scape in which it’s set. 

5 
NIKKI AND NORA 
A lesbian cop show where the partners 
are domestic partners, too. Mixing 
acerbic dialogue with fast-paced action, 
it blends a crime story with backstories 
involving the families of both Nikki (Liz 
Vassey) and Nora (Christina Cox) plus an 
array of weird and wonderful characters 
from New Orleans. 

6 
HASHTAG  
An assured and funky comedy series 
about finding love and lust via social 
media, where everyone is chasing some 
kind of “sext”. Written and starring 
Caitlin Berg and Laura Zak, it has a 
queer ensemble cast to die for.

costume drama. I just love that stuff. I 
was lucky to be here in London for the 
premiere of She’s In London last year 
and was able to see the play version of 
Tipping The Velvet and I thought my 
head would pop… I just went, ‘Woah… 
thank goodness for Sarah Waters!’.” 

Tello’s name is a nod to Splendid-
tello, the supposed angel form that a 
lesbian abbess assumed when having 
sex with a younger nun in 17th century 
Italy. “We wanted the company’s name 
to be steeped in lesbian mythology 
but sometimes it’s just easier to say 
it’s short for television online!” laughs 
Christin.

Whichever way its name is 
interpreted, it looks like the impor-
tance of Tello Films and its uniquely 
specific lesbian/bi content will, itself, 
become part of lesbian mythology in 
the future.

Big picture (clockwise from 
main image): Cowgirl Up,

Plus One, Nikki and Nora, Maybelle
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n 1986, the BFI Flare festival started 
life as a series of nine films called Gay’s 
Own Pictures, at London’s National 
Film Theatre on the south bank of 
the Thames. Margaret Thatcher was 
prime minister, Madonna was topping 
the charts, Jeanette Winterson had 
just published Oranges Are Not The 
Only Fruit and, the year before, the 
US’s Samuel Goldwyn Company had 
released Desert Hearts, often cited 
as the first lesbian film where both 
romantic leads get a happy ending. 

Thirty years on, our love affair 
with BFI Flare has only got better: it’s 
become London’s biggest showcase 
of queer filmmaking from around the 
world, attracting thousands of movie-

goers to see the brightest and best of 
the year’s LGBT films. Despite Todd 
Haynes’ lesbian drama Carol scoop-
ing up audiences and awards in 2015, 
it’s still the case that most movies 
released by major studios barely pass 
the Bechdel test, let alone feature 
lesbians or bisexual women. (In 2014, 
a survey by queer media organisation 
GLAAD found nine lesbian or bisexual 
characters in 114 new releases.) 

If you’re depressed by the offering 
at your local multiplex, Flare offers 
the chance to feast your eyes on LGBT 
plotlines, characters and aesthetics 
from around the world. Highlights 
from Scandinavia alone include 
Finland’s The Girl King, a passion-

THE BFI FLARE 
FESTIVAL 
CELEBRATES 
ITS 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
WITH A 
PACKED 
PROGRAMME 
OF LGBT FILM 
WORDS LUCY PETERS

Cinema Paradiso
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fuelled biopic of 17th-century queer 
queen Christina, and from Sweden, 
the enchanting body-swap drama Girls 
Lost, a Pan’s Labyrinth-style fairytale 
exploring gender identity. The packed 
programme o� ers plenty of options, 
but for now, here’s a taster of some of 
the rest. 

FEMME BRUTAL (AUSTRIA), 
DIR LIESA KOVACS AND 
NICK PROKESCH 
If burlesque calls to mind Dita Von 
Teese in that martini glass, you might 
struggle to see it as a queer feminist 
act. But Austrian burlesque troop 
Femme Brutal (now Club Grotesque 
Fatal) creates shows that genuinely 

mess with the patriarchal status quo. 
This documentary shuffl  es luscious 
clips of outrageous performances with 
discussion from the artists involved, 
who explain how they work with queer 
audiences to reclaim and celebrate 
the naked female body... and push 
the limits of desire. Throw away the 
nipple tassles, create a false eyelash 
moustache, and get inspired. 

SISTERS OF THE PLAGUE (USA), DIR 
JORGE TORRES-TORRES 
The thing that goes bump in the 
night might be your girlfriend in this 
undercooked yet aesthetically pleas-
ing horror fi lm. Amid the voodoo 
ambiance of a not-fully-exploited New 
Orleans, its pretty, hippy-goth leads 
are troubled by a spirit with a message 
from beyond. The spirit’s eventual 
communication is fairly predictable, 
and the drama isn’t helped by dialogue 
that feels semi-improvised – a script 
would have taken it up a notch. There’s 
some gorgeous, almost-Lynchian 
weirdness to savour, including some 
fun special e� ec ts, but I’m kind of over 
Mulholland Drive-style exploitation of 
“spooky” lesbian relationships. 

SUMMERTIME (LA BELLE 
SAISON) (FRANCE), DIR 
CATHERINE CORSINI 
Set in the 1970s, Summertime’s 
likeable love story feels incredibly 
fresh. Country girl Delphine (played 
by actress/musician Izïa Higelin) ar-
rives in Paris, falls in with a crew of 
women’s rights activists and becomes 
rapidly infatuated with Carole (Cécile 
De France). The obstacles in the path 
of the relationship are powerfully 
depicted, though mysteriously, the 
signifi cant age gap between the two 
lead actresses never comes up. Never-
theless, Higelin has a subtly queer vibe 
I’ve rarely seen on screen and the love 
scenes are sexy and a� ecting, with a 
lot more body hair than you get in Blue 
Is The Warmest Colour...  

NASTY BABY (USA), DIR 
SEBASTIÁN SILVA 
If you’re looking for an inspirational 
ode to same-sex child-rearing or 
multi-parent families, you’re defi nitely 

Cinema Paradiso
Luscious: Femme Brutal

Passion-fuelled:
The Girl King;

(inset) Doris Day
in Calamity Jane

More information on p9
divadigital.co.uk
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BFI Flare 2016 takes place at the BFI on London’s Southbank, 16-27 
March. The full programme, including brand new fi lm, archive 
screenings, panel talks, family-friendly events and parties, is 
online now at bfi .org.uk/fl are.
For the latest news from the fest, follow @BFIFlare and
@DIVAmagazine.

in the wrong cinema seat. Nasty Baby 
follows a hipster gay couple and their 
scooter-riding best friend as they 
attempt to create new life, but these 
prospective parents could hardly be-
have more childishly. The fi lm fails to 
pass judgement on its smugly entitled 
leads, though as the irony gets darker 
it seems possible we’re watching an 
“urban bohemian” version of American 
Psycho. You’ve got to admire the crea-
tion of such relentlessly unlikeable 
characters, though I’m not sure Flare 
audiences will be all that enthusiastic.  

WOMEN HE’S UNDRESSED 
(AUSTRALIA), DIR GILLIAN 
ARMSTRONG 
Gillian Armstrong invites you to listen 
up for the untold story of a leading 
20th-century costume designer, who 
amid Hollywood homophobia, some-
how managed to live his life out of the 
closet. The tale of Orry-Kelly is staged 
through camp narration, clips from 
cinema’s Golden Age, and interview 
insights into his collaborations with 
Bette Davis, Marilyn Monroe and Jane 

Fonda. The documentary also reveals 
his secret relationship and touch-
ing break-up with the actor formerly 
known as Archie Leach, making O-K 
the only person about whom it could 
be said that he replaced Cary Grant 
with a dog. Brilliant. 

WELCOME TO THIS HOUSE (USA), 
DIR BARBARA HAMMER 
Elizabeth Bishop is sometimes referred 
to as one of America’s most important 
20th-century poets, though if you 
aren’t familiar with her extraordinary 
work, her lesbian love a� airs, or her 
well-travelled life, you’re not alone. 
The godmother of queer cinema, 
Barbara Hammer, traces her biography 
in this experimental documentary. 
Perhaps intended to suggest Bishop’s 

radical poetic approach, it’s a collage 
of animated photos, reconstructions, 
talking heads and quirky visuals, fea-
turing a pretty obtrusive soundtrack 
of Meredith Monk-style humming 
and sighing. However, the interview 
footage contains plenty of colourful, 
surprising anecdotes about a fascinat-
ing writer. 

JASON AND SHIRLEY (USA), DIR 
STEPHEN WINTER 
Shirley Clarke’s 1967 Portrait Of Jason 
is an exploitative study of a hustler 
that remains, as Stephen Winter points 
out, the only fi lm about a black gay 
man considered essential viewing 
by critics. In his thought-provoking 
cinematic deconstruction of the fi lm 
(co-written by its leads) lesbian writer 
and activist Sarah Shulman turns in 
a brilliantly imperious performance 
as Clarke, while Jack Waters is utterly 
inspired as Jason. They reimagine the 
footage Clarke le�  on the cutting 
room fl oor, slyly exploring the power 
dynamics in play. In this version, Jason 
is joyously resistant to defi nition.

Experimental documentary: 
Welcome To This House
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Incredibly fresh:
Summertime

Gorgeous and weird: 
Sisters Of The Plague
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ANNA MCNAY INTRODUCES 
INTERACTIVE ARTIST AND 
ACTIVIST MAYA CHOWDHRY

“I’m an activist and an artist,” explains 
Maya Chowdhry. “Both are equally 
important to me: art is one way I’m an 
activist.” Integral to all her work – be it 
written or visual, installation or digital 
– is that the audience becomes involved 
in some way. “Through this interac-
tion people become activated to do 
something, an action that contributes 
to changing the world for the better.” 

Her recent work, Ripple, produced 
for GFest in collaboration with Sarah 
Hymas, comprises three sculptures, 
made from paper collage, that link 
with an app, allowing the audience 
to hear poems in English, Urdu and 
Bengali. The piece explores the impact 
of climate change, provoking questions 
while simultaneously giving the audi-
ence an aesthetically pleasing lyrical 
experience. It was recently short-
listed for a 2015 Dot Award, given to a 
writer of fiction, creative non-fiction 
or poetry to develop a new work using 
the web and digital technology in 
imaginative and collaborative ways 
(newmediawritingprize.co.uk).

While much of Chowdhry’s work 
centres on her identity as an Asian 
lesbian, it reaches much further, 
speaking of themes that touch us all. 
“My sexuality can’t be extricated from 
who I am.  My sister always says: ‘Oh, 
here’s another piece about identity,’ 
even when the work appears, to me, to 
not be about my identity! I once got 
feedback on a short film I wrote about 
reincarnation, saying it had too many 
issues in it – ie the central character was 
an Asian lesbian. I argued that it was a 
film about love transcending life and 
death, but to no avail. Now I make the 
work I want to make, it’s a platform to 
communicate to the world what I need 
to say. It’s still a problem if producers 
and funders pigeonhole me and my 
work, but I carry on regardless.” 

interactiveartist.org
mayachowdhry.me.uk/ripple

R
I
P
P
L
E Above: Ripple. Heritage Carrot, 2015. 

Paper sculpture, digital 60cm x 30cm x 30.5cm

Left Maya Chowdhry by Wild Ginger, 2013.
Next page top: Ripple. Butterfly Orchid, 2015. 
Paper sculpture, digital 60cm x 30cm x 30.5cm

Next page bottom: Ripple. Siachen Glacier, 2015. 
Paper sculpture, digital 60cm x 30cm x 30.5cm
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remember teachers saying that we 
could ask anything at all and it would 
be fi ne, but deep down I knew that if I 
asked about this then fi ne would not be 
part of the equation. I saw how other 
people who were di� erent were bullied 
and attacked and ostracized, and I knew 
I was di� erent. I knew the only safe 
thing to do was to do what I always do 
when I’m not sure about something. I 
took what was di� erent about me, and 
I buried it. I buried it deep inside, and 
tried to live with what I had. For a while 
it sort of worked, but ask anyone who’s 
buried something and they’ll all tell you 
the same thing - you can’t bury stu�  
forever. The gradual erosion of living 
wears away whatever you cover it with 
and eventually that thing gets exposed 
again.

No matter how much I tried to bury 
how I felt, it got exposed. My false body 
couldn’t be hidden, and as I grew it re-
belled against me, with unwanted hair, 
and height I didn’t want. It pushed and 
shoved and demanded to be noticed. 
I’m not what you want, but I am what 
you’ve got. You need to love me.  

And the thing is, I knew this. So I 
tried something else. I tried to listen, 
and I tried to love. 

How do you even begin to do that 
though? Where do you even start? My 
body was a land that had been taken 
from me. I wanted it back, but to do 
that I needed to stake a claim, and stak-
ing claims? That’s a risky business. 

You see the thing is, I’d already tried 

to claim back my body before. I staked 
my claim by starving my body. 

To many people that doesn’t make 
sense, I know, but to me it did. My body 
wasn’t mine, so I needed to regain 
control over it. I did this through not 
eating. I could control the shape, the 
size, the feel of my body by deciding 
what I would and wouldn’t put in it. I 
could punish my body, and I could make 
it listen, and then I could make it mine 
again. 

And then that also became a way 
of dealing with stress, which in turn 
became my way of calling out for help 
when I couldn’t manage on my own, not 
that I’d ever admit that I couldn’t man-
age on my own. I’d managed on my own 
with this for so long that it had become 
a part of me, a truth hiding a lie. During 
these times I know I caused myself pain, 
but at least I had control over my body, 
at least I was making a claim.

This claim though, it wasn’t really 
a claim, it was an invasion. I remember 
one morning, catching myself in the 
mirror, and on seeing my refl ection 
it suddenly occurred to me that this 
wasn’t a man’s body, or a woman’s 
body any more. It wasn’t any body. My 
invasion had conquered my body, but it 
had le�  nothing. Nothing to build upon, 
nothing to make better, just skin and 
bones. This wasn’t a victory, but a loss.

So I stopped, and instead tried an-
other way. It wasn’t easy, just stopping 
took, and honestly still takes, e� ort. 
When stressful situations happen, not 

I looked at 
my body, 
marked by 
the passing 
of time, 
and learnt 
to love 
what I saw 

FREIYA 
BENSON TELLS 
HOW SHE 
FOUND A WAY 
TO CLAIM HER 
BODY AFTER 
A LIFETIME 
OF SELF-
LOATHING

OUR BODIES OUR BODIES 
DEFINE USDEFINE US

As I stand here naked, in front of you, 
I wonder what you see. I feel your eyes 
glancing back and forth, and I see you 
smile, and I think to myself, you see my 
body, my complicated, beautiful trans 
body, but what else do you see? 

Do you see what I see when I look in 
the mirror, do you see the battles I’ve 
fought on this pale freckled landscape, 
or do you see something else? Do you 
see something more, or something 
less? I have a good relationship with my 
body. Just reading those words though, 
reminds me of times when I didn’t. For 
most of my teenage years onwards my 
body didn’t feel like mine. I covered it 
up, I refused to be photographed, I hid it 
as much as I could. I didn’t want the way 
I looked to be recorded, I didn’t want to 
be reminded of what I was. I didn’t want 
to see what I was.

My body wasn’t mine, it felt wrong, 
and as time went by, I started to realise 
why. I was trans, and worst of all, I 
didn’t know what to do about this.

It was a stark realisation, because 
honestly, there was nothing I could 
have done about it. When I was grow-
ing up there was no one I could talk 
to about it, and no information about 
what the way I felt meant. Sex educa-
tion was strictly binary, and gender 
identity wasn’t mentioned, or even 
acknowledged as a thing because to 
most people it wasn’t actually a thing 
anyhow. 

I remember thinking that maybe I 
should tell someone how I felt, I even 
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eating is still my emergency response, 
it’s just now I’m aware that it is, and that 
sometimes makes a di� erence. 

I made myself rediscover my body. 
I spent hours looking at myself. I still 
do. I forced myself to look at the bits of 
me I hated. I looked at them and tried 
to think about why. I exposed myself, 
to myself.

I looked at my tiny boobs, and 
reminded myself that although they’re 
small, they’re also in proportion to the 
rest of me and that they’re beautiful. 

I looked at my face, with its big nose, 
and narrow eyes, and huge mouth, and 
remembered how these things do make 
me di� erent, but that di� erent needn’t 
mean bad. I remembered how as a child 
di� erent meant there was something 
I had to hide, but as an adult, it could 
mean something else, something better.  

I looked at my body, with its gangly 
limbs, and awkward proportions, all 
scar-marked by the passing of time, and 
learnt to love what I saw. 

I repeated these mantras, even 
though I didn’t believe them. Over and 
over, time and time again, drumming 
them into my head so that they would 
create new pathways in my brain. New 
responses to age-old feelings of self-
loathing and shame.

But it wasn’t enough, not yet. So I 
fell back on something I know, some-
thing I do love. I fell back on art, and I 
took photographs of my body. I took 
naked ones, and clothed ones, from 
above and from below. I capture parts 
of my limbs, and the shapes they make, 
and I learn to love them.

I make it a project, because if it’s 
that then there’s a purpose. Because 
the purpose of me learning to love my 
body isn’t enough, not just yet. It needs 
another reason, something I class as 
more valid, more real, more acceptable. 

I took a photo of myself every day, 
and I called it art, because this is some-
thing I know, this is something I value, 
this is something I love. 

Maybe, I think, just maybe, given 
time, that validity, that love will transfer 
onto me, and onto my body. Maybe one 
day, I’ll take a photo, and put it on the 
internet, and other people will tell me 
how to love my body with their likes, 
and acknowledgement, and praise, and 
I’ll be able to think if all these people 
who don’t even know me think my body 
is alright, then maybe I should as well.    

Validation from other people isn’t 
always a solid base to build from, but 

when you’re building from nothing 
you’ll take anything that’s going to get 
those footholds, because footholds are 
what start you o�  on the climb back 
up to acceptance, and self-worth. Who 
shows you where they are doesn’t mat-
ter, what matters is whether you chose 
to use them or not.

So I keep on taking self-portraits, 
and I start to think to myself, I like that 
photograph. I start to think to myself, I 
look ok with some weight there, I look 
ok being tall, I look ok. 

I stake a claim, and this time it’s a 
claim that’s recognised, a claim that 
works, a claim that’s valid. 

And it’s not just me doing this. I 
started noticing how other people felt 
the same. I noticed how my friends 
were all claiming their bodies back as 
well, using the tools they had at their 
disposal. I see people marking their 
bodies with tattoos, staking their claim 
with colours and shapes and symbols of 

power and ownership. 
I see others standing naked and 

proud, allowing others to draw them, 
a myriad of individual interpretations 
surrounding them, formed in paint and 
charcoal, like o� erings to their bodies. 

Others still move their way to own-
ership, twisting and turning to rhythms 
and beats, a ritual dance of occupancy, 
displayed to an enraptured crowd of 
onlookers.  

I see people claiming back what was 
taken from them, I see people fi ghting 
long and hard to own what was all of 
ours all along, even when it didn’t feel 
that way. As I stand here naked, but not 
exposed, I remember my mantras. 
Words repeating, like rivers fl owing in 
the landscape of my mind. I remember 
that this is a proud and strong bearing 
of skin and bones. I show you my body, 
my complicated, beautiful trans body, 
and I remember a time when this 
couldn’t happen.

I made 
myself 
rediscover 
my body. 
I spent 
hours 
looking at 
myself
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Along the great stone corridors, 
Romanesque courts and octagonal 
towers of Britain’s national museums 
sit priceless treasures exhibited for 
the public’s viewing pleasure. Visitors 
pass by, idly leafing through the pages 
of their guidebooks; not noticing, per-
haps, the image of two men entwined 
on a Roman silver cup, same-sex slo-
gans scrawled in bubble writing across 
colour-pop badges, or acts of autofel-
latio etched on funeral papyrus.

Queer narratives have always been 
present in history, just as museums 
have been preserved as valuable edu-
cational resources for centuries. Yet 
the visibility of LGBT stories remains 
to this day a surprising sticking point 
in the detailed histories chronicled 
by some of our much-loved cultural 
institutions. Tales of same-sex love 
have remained largely camouflaged, 
despite being displayed in plain sight; 
love stories passed over by dominant 
heteronormative agendas. Beautiful 
objets d’arts, and their fascinating 
human connections have been left 
untapped. That is, until now.

“LGBT stories are embedded in his-
tory, but you have to delve deep.” says 
Catherine O’Donnell, engagement and 
events officer at the People’s History 
Museum in Manchester. “LGBT people 
haven’t been valued throughout his-
tory, their narratives seen as those of 
the ‘outsider’,” she continues. “When in 
fact, they’re just untold stories.”

The People’s History Museum is 
part of a recent upsurge of historical 
institutions taking steps to redress 
the balance of LGBT narratives in its 
collections, using dedicated tours to 
unravel the secret clues and ambigui-
ties that would ordinarily be an act of 
detective work. Catherine heads up the 
now well-established LGBT tour, part 
of the museum’s learning programme, 
which traverses the main galleries and 
discovers how the history of gender 
and sexuality has been affected by 
society, politics and activism over the 
past 200 years.

The tour was developed as part 
of the museum’s project Play Your 
Part, funded by Arts Council England, 
which looked to make the museum 
more relevant to today’s audiences, by 
“responding to current events, linking 
them to campaigns of the past, in 
order to inspire activists of the future”. 
Equality is integral to the ethos of the 
museum, and community consulta-

tions are regularly used as a means of 
gathering feedback on the accuracy 
and representation of the displays. 
“We had plenty of consultations 
with LGBT groups to ensure the tour 
incorporated more specific examples 
of L, B  and T,” Catherine explains. “We 
also made efforts to redisplay our 
LGBT collections and make them more 
inclusive.” Recent acquisitions include 
a portrait of Mary Wollstonecraft, 
whose bisexuality is a focal point of 
discussion in the tour.

The People’s History Museum exists 
to document the histories of local 
and national working-class people in 
Britain, and the stories connected to 
their keepsakes; which, as Catherine 
notes, “haven’t been particularly 
valued throughout history”. But its 
preservation of the history of activism 
in the region makes the museum’s 
work all the more notable; excavat-
ing the untold stories of marginalised 
groups of people, as well as honour-
ing Manchester’s proud heritage of 
politics, democracy, and campaigning; 
a commitment cemented through the 
museum’s involvement with Manches-
ter’s Political Pride. Whilst the LGBT 
movement has come under recent 
scrutiny for what some describe as 
an abandonment of its activist roots, 
Catherine has seen a recent surge of 
interest in queer heritage. “I’ve lost 
track of the number of people doing 
dissertations about LGBT history that 
have contacted PHM to explore how 
national museums represent them.” 

Raising awareness of LGBT nar-
ratives in historical institutions is 
something that Oxford Professor of 
Egyptology and former curator at the 
British Museum Richard Parkinson set 
a precedent for with the publication 
of his work A Little Gay History: Desire 
And Diversity Across The World. In a 
move that squarely situated LGBT nar-
ratives within the mainstream fabric 
of the British Museum’s historical 
agenda, Parkinson devised a same-
sex webtrail with museum freelancer 
Kate Smith. After a favourable public 
response to a trial run, Parkinson 
realised the potential of producing 
a “fully accessible, authoritative and 
well-illustrated little book, aimed at all 
audiences, regardless of age, gender or 
sexuality”. A book, Richard suggests, 
that “a young person who was coming 
out could read, and perhaps pass on to 
their grandmother”. 

“No one 
need feel 
alone or 
marginal 
in history 
because of 
their 
sexuality”

Never going underground:
LGBT+ history on display
at Manchester’s People’s 

History Museum

UP AND DOWN 
THE COUNTRY, 
SOME OF THE 
NATION’S 
FOREMOST 
CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS 
ARE WORKING 
TO RAISE THE 
PROFILE OF 
LGBT HISTORY 
WORDS CHRISTABEL 
HASTINGS
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Richard believes that the trail and 
guidebook have helped to illuminate 
previously hidden narratives of same-
sex desire in the museum, such as 
the story behind the ceramic figures 
by the expressionist German potter 
Augusta Kaiser, which were kept by 
her life partner Hedwig Marquardt 
after Kaiser’s death, and passed to the 
British Museum by her niece. “They are 
domestic images of women, made by 
a woman, and treasured by a woman,” 
Richard explains, “and their highly 
personal acquisition story is a useful 
reminder of how easily non-normative 
love stories can be lost”.

So too has the objective of making 
the trail seamlessly integrated into 
the culture of the British Museum 
marked headway for LGBT prominence 
in large institutions, allowing gender 
and sexual identities to be shared in a 
mainstream context. “LGBT stories are 
integral parts of human history, simply 
because they are human stories,” 
Richard notes. “Same-sex desire is a 
universal phenomenon across cultures 
and time, just like heterosexual desire; 
the book tries to show that no one 
need feel alone or marginal in history 
because of their sexuality. We hoped 
it would encourage other museums to 
follow the British Museum’s lead in ex-
ploring these aspects of its permanent 
collections.” 

The inclusion of queer stories sig-
nals a growing recognition that LGBT 
communities are not simply a specialist 
interest, but have always been a 
valued part of wider social histories 
and societies. It’s an idea that Robert 
White, bookings office assistant, and 
Kelly Boddington, buying assistant, at 
Brighton Museum were keen to pro-
mote when devising their LGBTQ trail. 
“As public spaces, museums and gal-
leries should contain collections and 
information relating to a diverse range 
of people,” Robert explains. “Chang-
ing attitudes and increasing visibility 
were definitely our main aims for the 
trail, and it’s incredibly important that 
minority groups are represented.” 

It’s clear that LGBT programming 
is perfectly possible within a museum 
context, and with content becoming 
readily available to the public, exclu-
sion of these narratives grows ever 
more noticeable. Still, more could 
be done to improve the visibility of 
gender and sexual identities, some-
thing Richard argues must increase if 

future generations are to access their 
histories and challenge heteronorma-
tive ideals. “Otherwise it’s so easy for 
people to assume that heterosexuality 
was somehow compulsory in his-
tory,” Richard suggests. “We need to 
realise how diverse the various cultural 
constructions of desire have always 
been. Lives are still at stake if we don’t 
embrace a more inclusive attitude, 
and inaccurate ideas about national 
history, religion and culture are still 
being used to justify hatred and kill-
ings.” Permanent galleried spaces as 
well as roving tours would do much to 
normalise previously overlooked LGBT 
history, something that the People’s 
History Museum have addressed by 
centralising LGBT exhibitions in the 
main gallery. “We’re the national 
museum for democracy and the home 
of ideas worth fighting for, and one of 
those ideas is equality”, Catherine says. 
“Equality is a major part of our story, 
and LGBT rights are a key part of that.” 

In years to come, it looks likely that 
future generations won’t have to ques-
tion the absence of LGBT history in 
museum spaces, when queer narratives 

are literally mapped on walls and puls-
ing through audio headsets.

Richard tells me one of his 
favourite pieces from the British 
Museum is James Ivory’s 1987 film of 
EM Forster’s gay novel, Maurice, filmed 
in the Assyrian gallery, in which “the 
museum setting embodies the hero’s 
realisation that ‘there always have 
been people like me and there always 
will be’”. The great sense of identity 
and ownership to LGBT communities 
that comes through the inclusion of 
their own distinctive history will, as 
Richard emphasises, “send out a 
valuable signal that LGBT people are 
recognised as integral parts of human 
society and culture”. 

The People’s History Museum, phm.org.uk
Brighton Museum, brightonmuseums.org.uk/
brighton/what-to-see/lgbtq-museum-trail
British Museum, britishmuseum.org

LGBT History Month 2016 continues throughout 
February. lgbthistorymonth.org.uk

We were there: the British 
Museum’s Warren Cup shows that 
homosexual desire has always 
been part of human life
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DIVAHi�ory 
QuizDIVAHi�ory 
Quiz
Hi�ory 
Quiz
Hi�ory 

1 Which famous gay writer 
was immortalised in the  
sculpture “A conversation 
With…” by artist Maggi Hambling?
a Oscar Wilde
b Edmund White
c Alan Hollingsworth

2 Which decade saw peace campaigners form 
the Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp 
in Berkshire?
a 1970s
b 1980s
c 1990s

3 Mai Zetterling’s film Scrubbers (1982) is set 
where? 
a A girls’ school
b A women’s prison
c A factory kitchen

4 Jazz singer Billie Holiday first 
performed which iconic song in 1939?

a Strange Fruit
b Don’t Explain
c Billie’s Blues

5 Anne Lister of Shibden Hall, whose 
coded diaries reveal a busy lesbian 
love-life, was born in…?

a 1860
b 1791
c 1923

HOW 
CAREFULLY 
HAVE YOU 
BEEN READING 
DIVA? THE 
ANSWERS TO 
ALL THESE 
QUESTIONS 
APPEAR IN 
THE LAST 
14 ISSUES

6 Roz Kaveney’s autobiographical novel about 
late 70s trans street-life is called…?
a Tiny Pieces Of Skull
b Tiny Furniture
c Piece Of My Heart

7 The UK’s annual bisexual convention, now 
known as BiCon, was first held in…? 
a 1984
b 1955
c 2000

8 Now in a civil 
partnership, which 
musician was 
folk singer 
Peggy Seeger 
married to 
until his 
death?
a Alix Dobkin
b Bob Dylan
c Ewan McColl

9 She soared to pop stardom as Dusty 
Springfield but what was her real name?
a Mary Isobel Catherine Bernadette O’Brien
b Catherine Bernadette Mary Isobel O’Brien
c Joan Marie Larkin

DIVA
With…” by artist Maggi Hambling?

partnership, which 

4 

5 
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10 Daphne Du Maurier’s 1938 novel Rebecca 
features which memorable character?
a Mrs Danvers,
b Joss Merlyn
c Margaret Rutherford

11 After eloping together to Wales 
in 1778, Lady Eleanor Butler 
and the Honourable Sarah 
Ponsonby (The Ladies of 
Llangollen) lived happily 
together for…?
a 15 years
b 50 years
c 100 years

12 In Britain and Ireland, sheela-
na-gigs (stone carvings of females with 
exaggerated vulva) were placed above church 
doors to…?
a Drive away evil spirits
b Absorb evil spirits
c Encourage lesbianism

13 In the 1990s, former television commissioning 
editor Jacquie Lawrence was dubbed what by 
the Daily Mail?
a Filth Pedlar of Channel 4
b Filth Pedlar of BBC1
c Fifth Peddler of the Tour de France

14 You can find a complete collection of which 
influential women’s liberation magazine at the 
Feminist Library, London?

a Revolting Women
b Woman’s Realm

c Spare Rib

15 In 1985, London’s Gay 
Pride march was led 
by LGSM. This stood 
for...

a Let’s Get Stoned Mate
b Lesbians and Gays Sup-

port the Miners
c Lesbians and Gays Shun Maggie

c Spare Rib

15 
a 

b 
port the Miners

c Lesbians and Gays Shun Maggie

After eloping together to Wales 
in 1778, Lady Eleanor Butler 

In Britain and Ireland, sheela-

16 Victorian industrialist and writer 
Amy Dillwyn was often photographed 
with..

a A dog
b A cigar
c A woman on her knee

17 Formed to provide security for high-level 
activists at suffragette rallies, the Bodyguard 
were trained in…
a Jiu-jitsu
b Knife-throwing
c Subversive needlework

18 Storme DeLarverie, one of the instigators 
of the 1969 Stonewall Rebellion, lived to the 
grand age of...
a 75
b 93
c 103

19 In 1981, feminists created Europe’s biggest 
women’s centre in which city?
a Paris
b Vienna
c Berlin

20 Name Liverpool’s 41-year-old lesbian-run 
radical bookshop:

a News From Nowhere
b Lesbian Letters
c Liver Bird Books

a 

ANSWERS:  1a, 2b, 3b, 4a, 5b, 6a, 
7a, 8c, 9a, 10a, 11b, 12a, 13a,14c, 
15b, 16b, 17a, 18b, 19c, 20a
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Befriending

I
t was 1998. I was 14 years old and 
about as out and proud as it is 
humanly possible to be, against 
terrible odds. That was me, racing 
down the school corridors illegally 
draped in rainbow scarves, with 
illegal Indigo Girls lyrics etched 
illegally in capitals across every 
subject folder (o� en, of course, 
with a copy of DIVA poking out of 
the side).

Then there was Lisa. My homo-
phobic closet-case bully, shouting 
“Dyke!” at me across the lunch-hall, 
avoiding me in the PE changing rooms 
and generally wishing furiously that 
she wasn’t anywhere near me. By the 
same token, I cannot think of anyone 
I hated more at the time, and I gather 

the feeling of horror at one 
another’s sheer existence 
was somewhat mutual.

Now, in our early 30s – 
me settled happily in my bi 
activist identity and her a 
very confi dent gay scene-
queen – we’re fi rm friends. 
How on earth did that 
happen? We went back to 
our old stomping ground 
in Medway, Kent, and met 

up for a pint and a chat about how 
things have changed – and why we 
reacted so di� erently to our respective 
emergent sexualities.

We both attended the same girls’ 
grammar school in Kent, where the 
odious Section 28 – which prevented 
schools from “promoting” homosexu-
ality until repealed in 2003 – meant 
that we were still chained to an 
outdated system within which, if you 
didn’t talk about it, then to all intents 
and purposes it didn’t exist, but if it 
happened it was very defi nitely wrong.

I was constantly hauled up in front 

of the head for holding hands with my 
then-girlfriend and sex ed was strictly 
limited to pulling condoms over the 
ends of hockey sticks. Conditions were 
somewhat hostile. I didn’t have very 
many friends. Lisa, on the other hand, 
was pretty popular. 

Lisa and I fi rst met on an AS-Level 
study trip to Spain, where I was put in 
the same hotel room as her. I asked to 
be moved the next morning, a� er Lisa 
had spent the night grilling me about 
my sexuality in a less-than-sympathetic 
fashion. The irony inherent in the fact 
that she did so whilst sitting on a bed 
with two other girls was of course 
totally lost on me. Ahem. Not.

“The possibility of being gay scared 
me,” she admits. “What would the 
‘cool’ kids think? I was aware of the 
fl ack you got from others in our year – 
to potentially be in your shoes would 
have devastated my school years. I 
tried to distance myself as much as 
possible from the other ‘gay’ girl. The 
less attention I drew to myself, the bet-
ter. I could live a closeted life, a fake 
life and obviously I would be able to 
live that life forever!” 

“Looking back at our school days, I 
think our personalities and individuality 
were muffl  ed,” Lisa sighs. “We all knew 
if we had a gay teacher, yet we never 
dared to really approach the subject.” 
Her words immediately remind the two 
of us of those teachers who bravely 
did their best to be as out as they were 
allowed to be (you know who you are 
and we raised a glass to you). I can 
remember thinking how hard it must 
have been for them and vividly recall 
the fury I felt on the day that one of 
those inspirational women was ticked 
o�  for having a gay Pride fl ag in her car 
window – because our country’s archaic 
rules didn’t approve of it.

another’s sheer existence 
was somewhat mutual.

me settled happily in my bi 
activist identity and her a 
very confi dent gay scene-
queen – we’re fi rm friends. 

CHARLOTTE DINGLE’S SCHOOLDAYS WERE MARRED BY PERSISTENT 
BULLYING. SO HOW COME SHE’S FRIENDS WITH THE RINGLEADER NOW? 

Bi activist Charlotte 
Dingle, now – and 

then (inset)
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“If our teachers were allowed to be 
themselves then we wouldn’t have felt 
it was so wrong to be ourselves too,” 
Lisa says. “LGBT issues were never 
spoken about whatsoever at school, 
not once.”

But our school was where we 
were, and there was no changing 
that, so I emphatically revolted 
against the system to the same de-
gree that Lisa tried to frantically hide 
who she really was. When her abuse 
became particularly cutting, I grew 
to discover that the only satisfying 
reaction was to bait her. Yeah, I’m not 
proud of that, and it probably wasn’t 
the answer, but I did it anyway. “I 
distinctly remember you used to 
chase me around the biology lab,” 
she laughs. “Not because you fancied 
me but because you knew it would 
freak me out and I reacted.”

Meanwhile, outside of school... “I 
was 16 when I had my fi rst kiss with a 
woman,” Lisa reveals. “She was an ex-
otic dancer and she randomly grabbed 
me on the dancefl oor of a nightclub 
one night, giving me serious butter-
fl ies and shivers.” At the time, nothing 
could be further from how I imagined 
Lisa to be spending her weekends. Like, 
seriously? 

She tells me that coming to terms 
with her sexuality was made even 
harder thanks to other issues in her 
life. “I le�  school at 18 and was going 
through a bad time,” she remembers. 
“My mum had passed away two years 
before and all of a sudden I was going 
through delayed grief for her passing. 
I was also battling my sexuality de-
mons. I felt ashamed and was worried 
about what everyone would think.” 
Instead of facing up to her desires, 
Lisa made a point of “having a lot of 
male sexual partners and trying to be 
attracted to men”. 

I ask her if she ever felt jealous of 
my decision to confi dently tell the 
world about my sexuality at such a 

young age. “Despite knowing I was gay, 
I don’t remember one school day when 
I wished I could be open and out,” she 
responds immediately. “I wanted an 
easy life. Now, though, I regret waiting 
until I was 20 to come out. I feel like 
I missed a lot of growing up. It was 
the scariest moment of my life when 
I had to tell my dad. My brothers had 
found out through the grapevine and 
had already told him, but one 
night my girlfriend put her 
foot down and refused to 
come into my house until 
I had told him myself. His 
response was priceless. His 
eyes remained fi xed on 
the TV and he reminded 
me that housekeeping 
money was due – that 
was it! He’s since wel-
comed every partner 
I’ve had with open arms.”

It wasn’t until about four years 
later that Lisa and I shared our awk-
ward fi rst-ever hug at Brighton Pride, 
where I was womanning the stall of 
the lesbian/bi women’s publication I 
edited at the time. Our presence there 
was pretty much unequivocal – you 
aren’t at Brighton Pride unless you’re 
at least a queer ally. Lisa’s sassy gait 
and tiny bikini told me all I needed to 
know about why she was there, just as 
my bright-pink-branded stall told her 
what she needed to know about my 
motives. Yep, both big old queers.

I blurted out my opener before I 
even though about it. “You owe me 
an apology!” I said – almost jokingly. 
“I know,” she said. “And I’m sorry”. If 
our old classmates could have seen us 
then I don’t think they’d have believed 
their eyes.

“I still don’t really get this whole 
bisexual thing, though,” Lisa con-
cludes. Ok, perhaps we still have a 
little way to go… But Lisa, I salute you, 
and I’m so happy that this most 
unlikely friendship has happened.

my bully
had already told him, but one 

In with the out crowd:
Lisa, now and 
(inset) then

To watch 8 short 
fi lms about 
homophobic 
bullying made 
by Welsh school 
pupils with the 
support of the Iris 
Prize, visit
ow.ly/Xj7pj.
Digital readers 
can click the icon 
to watch.
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Living life
on two
spectrums
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oming out as lesbian, 
bi and/or trans can be fraught with 
challenges in and of itself. But coming 
out as queer and autistic is another 
matter entirely, and those living life 
on two spectrums can find themselves 
doubly ostracised, doubly oppressed 
and completely invisible in a world that 
struggles to understand and embrace 
difference. 

A neurological condition, autism 
is a spectrum disorder that affects 
around one in every 100 people in the 
UK. It is a lifelong developmental dis-
ability which impacts how people per-
ceive, think about and interact with the 
world, and people with autism tend 
to struggle with social interaction and 
communication. That can mean having 
difficulty with eye contact, facial ex-
pressions, body language or gestures, 
and many autistic people say they find 
it hard to understand the emotions 
of others. Some autistic people are 
also sensitive to stimuli including light 
and noise, and one way of dealing 
with this is self-stimulatory behaviour, 
also known as stimming, such as hand 
flapping, rocking or finger snapping. 
Autism is an extremely diverse condi-
tion, and how one experiences autism 
changes from person to person. For 
some, their diagnosis means they need 
high levels of support including speech 
and language therapy, occupational 
therapy, educational support and 
more. But for others, autism is a hid-
den condition and can go undiagnosed 
for years. 

“I have a full-time job, I drive, I have 
a long-term partner,” says Cassie, a 
30-year-old bi woman who was 26 

before she was diagnosed with autism. 
“I also cry and press my hands over my 
ears when the washing machine goes 
into its spin cycle. I can’t recognise my 
own partner’s face sometimes.” 

Like Cassie, those with Asperger’s 
Syndrome –  a form of autism which 
affects social communication, social 
interaction and social imagination – 
and other “high-functioning” forms 
of autism, for example, can often find 
themselves “passing” as neurotypical – 
a neologism commonly used in autism 
communities to describe those not on 
the autistic spectrum – but that isn’t 
to say that autism isn’t an important 
part of who they are. “I am autistic all 
the time. My autism is an irremovable 
part of me, ”Cassie says. “It shapes my 
behaviours, my thoughts, and even my 
personality to an extent.”

Indeed, passing as neurotypical 
presents its own set of unique chal-
lenges, including having to come out 
as autistic over and over again. This 
experience certainly rings true for 
Emily, a 29-year-old queer woman who 
recently received a diagnosis of Asper-
ger’s. “I feel like with both my sexuality 
and my diagnosis, I have to ‘come out’ 
each time I meet a new person,” she 
says. “I’m femme, so it’s rare that I’m 
read as queer straight away and I ‘pass’ 
very well as being neurotypical, so I 
often have to explain the differences 
of being on the spectrum, especially 
when you’ve been socialised as a girl 
growing up as it means I’m really good 
at masking what’s going on and sub-
consciously mimicking the behaviours 
of people I like to fit in.”

Emily is not alone. Autism in women 

is regularly misdiagnosed, with some 
suggesting that might be because 
women and girls with Asperger’s have 
learned to mask their difficulties. 
Emily says she has been “pushed back 
and forth” by medical professionals 
who originally misdiagnosed Border-
line Personality Disorder before she 
they told her she had Asperger’s. But 
finally receiving a formal diagnosis has 
helped her to better understand her 
sexuality and gender identity, too. “[My 
diagnosis] really helped me to feel like I 
could finally understand myself,” Emily 
says. “I’d spent quite a while feeling like 
I didn’t quite ‘fit’ my gender. I knew I 
wasn’t trans, but something just didn’t 
feel right and now I know that this is be-
cause I don’t fit a neurotypical standard 
of being a woman.”

As well as struggling to get a diag-
nosis in the first place, there are many 
other challenges faced by autistic 
women and these can be even more 
acute for those who are also lesbian or 
bi. “Much as society assumes straight-
ness, for women it generally assumes 
you’re not autistic,” says Cassie. “Just 
as doctors under-diagnose women’s 
pain, they tend to avoid, ignore or 
misdiagnose autistic symptoms as 
depression or anxiety.”

The consequences, of course, are 
invisibility, and being doubly marginal-
ised is extremely harmful – particularly 
for queer autistic youth. “I know from 
first-hand experience that autistic 
youth are often already emotion-
ally vulnerable,” says writer Caroline 
Narby. “To be told you are doubly bro-
ken, doubly unloveable and undesir-
able, because you are both autistic and 

“I can’t 
recognise 
my own 
partner’s 
face some-
times”

WHAT IS LIFE 
LIKE FOR 
THOSE OF 
US WHO ARE 
QUEER AND 
AUTISTIC? DIVA 
INVESTIGATES 
THE HIGHS 
AND LOWS OF 
STRADDLING 
TWO 
DIFFERENT 
SPECTRUMS 
WORDS CARRIE LYELL

C
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queer, is devastating.” 
Like many queer autistic people, 

Cassie has found comfort in having 
a diagnosis, and while some will see 
her as being “broken” – in much the 
same way as LGBT people continue 
to be treated in many parts of the 
world – she is proud of being autistic 
and is part of a movement which sees 
autism as a variation in neuro-function 
as opposed to a mental disorder which 
needs to be cured. “The neurodiversity 
symbol that’s been widely adopted in 
the online communities is a rainbow 
infi nity symbol,” says Cassie. “I got 
one tattooed as a proud symbol of 
both my queerness and my autism. In 
both cases, I was just so relieved to 

understand who I was. I am immeasur-
ably stronger now I have the words to 
describe myself.”

Cassie advocates a greater accept-
ance of autistic behaviours rather than 
trying to “fi x” autistic people, and 
she’s found a great deal of comfort 
as a bi woman in the autism rights 
community. But while that sense of 
belonging is important, there is still a 
long way to go to make LGBT+ spaces 
and indeed the wider world truly ac-
cessible to queer autistic people. Dr 
Wenn Lawson, a psychologist, lecturer 
and author, believes the fi rst step is 
empathy and understanding. “Some 
of the biggest challenges seem to me 
to be in fi nding appropriate support 

that understands our autism and our 
gender and sexuality di� erences,” he 
says. “As a community, wherever that 
community is, it needs to understand 
autistic individuals more and appreci-
ate we tend to know our own minds 
and are pretty clear with what we need 
and what we believe.”

Indeed, that lack of understanding 
is o� en the biggest challenge to queer 
autistic people, and Cassie says she 
has been warned by friends and family 
not to disclose her sexuality or autism 
to new people. “I don’t know whether 
they are ashamed or protecting me, 
but either way it makes me feel that 
my queerness and autism are things to 
hide,” she says. 

IN MY OWN WORDS: MARILYN MISANDRY
My name is Marilyn Misandry. 

I’m from a small market town just 
outside Manchester, I am 22 years 
old, a drag queen, transgender, a 
femme, a queer and autistic. I’m 
the person that gets referred to 
on equality monitoring forms as 
“well-rounded”.

Next month I’ll be taking to the 
fl oor at the National Autistic 
Society’s annual Autism Con in 
London on 5 March to talk about 
my experiences of being queer 
and autistic, and my experiences 
of both identities. And to also talk 
about my work as a drag queen 
and how that’s infl uenced by my 
autism.

The process of “coming out” as 
trans and queer is similar to the 
process of revealing oneself to 
be autistic, for me both of these 
things were a long and arduous 
process, complete with many 
people trying to tell me otherwise. 
But the thing with both autism, 
and my queer identity is that there 
was always an unswayable belief 
that these things were right. They 
had always been a part of me, and 

something that felt so natural and 
right couldn’t be wrong. 

Other people’s opinions, how-
ever, were not so pleasant. I was 
repeatedly bullied throughout 
school, with it getting so extreme 
as to warrant, at one point, police 
surveillance of our house. 

It wasn’t really until I started to 
explore my queer identity openly 
at university that I started to 
make friends and develop a social 
life – it was actually drag that got 
me my fi rst friends. Going out to 
Manchester’s drag scene in my 
fi rst year of university, I started to 
meet new people who accepted 
me being strange and di� erent. 

It was 
also 
around 
this time 
that I 
started to 
come into 
an under-
standing 
of what it 
meant to be 

autistic, whereas before all my life 
had been spent trying to fi t into 
a world that didn’t understand 
queer identity or autism, I was 
suddenly in an environment where 
these parts of me where cherished. 
Before, I’d often felt alienated and 
that I didn’t fi t in, now I was in an 
environment where uniqueness 
was praised and celebrated.

I can remember a conversation 
with another drag queen, who 
I’m still good friends with, about 
how she and my friends had never 
felt the need to question if I was 
autistic, they had just guessed and 
accepted me. At the same time I 
was able to connect with a wider 

autistic com-
munity online, 
and fi nd many 
similar friends 
that way. 

Being a queer 
autistic still 
comes with its 
own chal-
lenges. I often 
talk about 
fi nding myself 

jumping from one set of social 
conventions to the other, the queer 
world and queer scene is very  
di� erent and has to be navigated 
in a di� erent way that than the 
heterosexual world. 

I remember being at my fi rst Pride 
at 16 years old and saw so many 
of the social conventions I’d learnt 
disappear in front of me, similarly, 
it has been the queer scene where 
I’ve experienced some of the nasti-
est ableism in relation to being 
autistic.

Too often neurotypical and 
able-bodied queers think their 
queerness shields them from 
being bigoted. I also found that 
the dysphoria that often comes 
with living as a trans person was 
increasingly di�  cult to navigate 
with autism, and still do. When 
autistics are taught coping skills, 
we are rarely thought of as exist-
ing as more than autistics. And 
often my autistic identity is used 
to undermine my queer and trans 
identity. But for me they’re both 
inseparable parts of myself, they 
make me Marilyn Misandry.

autistic com-
munity online, 
and fi nd many 
similar friends 
that way. 

Being a queer 
autistic still 
comes with its 
own chal-
lenges. I often 
talk about 
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As well as a lack of understanding 
about autism generally, and having 
very little in the way of role models, 
there are also very few accessible 
spaces for autistic lesbian and bi 
women, and autistic voices are still 
routinely ignored or silenced. Caroline 
understands how difficult living at that 
intersection can be. “Autism remains 
a scary word with extremely negative 
connotations,” she says. “Any sexuality 
on the part of [someone] ‘with autism’ 
remains taboo. Autistic people cannot 
perform or express any gender identity 
without that expression becoming pa-
thologised, thanks to the combination 
of institutional sexism and ableism.”

It’s an issue compounded by a lack 
of media representation or tropes in 
pop culture which reinforce the as-
sumption that autistic people are too 
“childlike” to understand the nuances 
of sexuality. Says Caroline: “The result 
is that autistic people are perceived 
as inherently non-sexual. Not asexual 
– the mainstream paradigm erases ex-
periences of asexual autists right along 
with queer people on the spectrum.”

Positive portrayals of autistic peo-
ple in TV and film and few and far be-
tween, but there are some, and when 
they get it right it can be incredibly 
powerful. Says Cassie: “The only posi-
tive, realistic portrayal of autism I’ve 
seen is Abed Nadir in [NBC TV series] 
Community. He has special interests, 
he stims, he gets sensory overload, he 
has a nuanced understanding of some 
things but then becomes distressed 
at others. He’s creative, imaginative, 
sometimes rude and arrogant, some-
times and kind and thoughtful. He’s 
a great, well-rounded character who 
helped me to realise that I’m autistic.”

For some queer autistic people, 
the biggest challenges they face are 
on the scene itself. “A lot of LGBT 
socialising is based around noisy bars 
and clubs, and for me, that’s absolutely 
not accessible,” says Emily. “There are 
some autistic people I know who love 
the scene, but for me, the idea of so 
many people touching me and having 
to deal with flashing lights and loud 
noise means I don’t really engage much 
with that side of socialising.” Cassie 
agrees. “I lived in Brighton for several 
years but never went to Pride for more 
than a few minutes because the noise 
and the crowds were too frightening 

for me. Lots of people were shouting, 
there was biphobia, and I was scared 
and uncomfortable.”

“On the surface, I think the LGBT 
community is more welcoming to 
autistic people,” says Chris, a 22-year-
old from London, who was diagnosed 
with Asperger’s at the age of 14. “That 
feeling of being marginalised makes it 
much easier to empathise with others 
who are ‘weird’ for different reasons. 
However, when you dig deeper you re-
alise there are quite a lot of problems. 
So much of the LGBT scene is based 
around nightlife. There’s a proud radi-
cal history to that, it’s really important 
those nightlife spaces exist, and I enjoy 
them myself and don’t want them to 
go away. But we need more than that 
in our community, spaces which are 
welcoming for autistic people… and all 
of us LGBT people need to make more 
of a conscious effort to think about 
how we as individuals can help make 
people feel more welcome.”

Madge, a 44-year-old lesbian from 
Sheffield, has also struggled to find a 
community that is accessible. “I have 
always found making friends and 
socialising very difficult,” she says. “For 
long periods early in my life, I had no 
friends at all. Strangely, I am quite a 
sociable person, and love being around 
people, so I have been very lonely at 
times.” But along with her partner Jo, 
Madge is finding a way to overcome 
those obstacles and create her own 
space. “I am now the organiser of a 
social group in Sheffield for lesbians 
over 40,” she says. “We go for walks 
and meet in quiet pubs and people’s 
houses.”

Cassie too has sought out a space 
where she doesn’t have to leave a part 
of her identity at the door. “The best 
LGBT space I ever went to was Bi-Fest 
in Brighton. They had a quiet room, re-
ally easy to find guidelines on timings 
and events and lots of places to sit 
down,” she says. 

“I’ve found that in my circle of 
predominantly queer and non-monog-
amous friends, I’ve been well accepted 
and supported,” says Emily. “But I’ve 
had to hunt out that circle for myself. 
There are a lot of LGBT people who 
feel out of sync with a community that 
still focuses predominantly on drinking 
and partying and I think as we start to 
move towards a culture and communi-

ty that focuses on something broader, 
it will be positive for everyone.” 

While the internet and the rise of 
social media has revolutionised the 
LGBT+ community, bridging gaps in 
geography and creating a space to 
meet others outside of bars and clubs, 
that benefit has been felt particularly 
by queer autistic people. “Online LGBT 
communities are usually very welcom-
ing,” says Cassie. “I find face-to-face 
social interaction quite draining, so 
internet communities are the perfect 
scenario for me to get all the contact 
I need with my fellow autistic queer 
people.” The same is true for Bethany, 
a 28-year-old genderqueer person who 
was diagnosed with high-functioning 
autism two years ago. “The internet is 
a great tool for support. Websites de-
signed around meeting people, either 
individually or in specific group sce-
narios, are fantastic for autistic people 
wanting to socialise more. My personal 
recommendations would be meetup.
com for group events and okcupid.com 
for meeting people individually and 
dating.” Kira, a volunteer in her mid-
20s, was diagnosed with Asperger’s 
when she was three. For her, YouTube 
has been particularly helpful in helping 
to understand her condition. “It helps 
me relax and I feel less alone,” she 
says. “I remember feeling anxiety when 
I came out about not being accepted, 
and I also still feel anxious about 
telling people I meet that I am autistic, 
but gradually I am overcoming that 
anxiety.” 

But it’s important that autistic 
people find a physical space in the 
community too, and becoming more 
understanding and welcoming is a 
responsibility that we all need to take 
on. “Inclusion isn’t hard,” says Emily. 
“It’s just about thinking creatively and 
checking in with the needs of the 
people you’re trying to accommodate. 
Running events that provide a quiet 
space is good for autistic people, and 
again, good for us all.” Chris agrees. 
“Never underestimate the power of 
just a few thoughtful people to change 
a space from being completely 
inaccessible to a place where one feels 
safe.” 

Autism Con takes place on 5 March. For more 
information on autism spectrum conditions, visit 
autism.org.uk. 

“I never 
went to 
Pride for 
more than 
a few 
minutes 
because 
of the 
noise and 
crowds”
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She’s called herself “a 
dark girl” and, if you 
recognise this month’s 
cover star from her spell-
binding performances 
in FX anthology series 
American Horror Story, 
you’ll have no trouble 
believing that. But Sarah 
Paulson has a bright side 
that is quickly revealed 
by a sweep of the inter-
net. Wit, good humour 
and honesty are doubt-
less fi ne tools to have to 
hand when you’re one 
of the few Hollywood 
actresses who speak pub-
licly of their relationships 
with women.

DARK
STAR
DARKAMERICAN DARKDARKHORROR DARKDARKSTORY’S DARKDARKSARAH DARKDARKPAULSON DARKDARKIS A HARD-DARKDARKWORKING DARKDARKACTRESS DARKDARKWHOSE DARKDARKSTAR IS ON DARKDARKTHE RISE, DARKDARKDISCOVERS DARKDARKLOUISE DARKDARKCAROLINDARK
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Not that Paulson’s keen to label 
herself. “It’s a fluid situation for me,” 
she told Show People host Paul 
Wontorek on Broadway.com in 2013. 
“What my future holds I do not know. 
I very well may end up with a woman. 
I very well may not. I may end up with 
a sheep.”

Wontorek mugs to the camera: 
“Stay tuned!”

“Stay tuned,” echoes Paulson, drily.
(No spoilers regarding the sheep. 

Keep reading.)
Paulson came out “accidentally” in 

2005, a year into her relationship with 
actress Cherry Jones (Transparent, 24), 
who had just received her fourth Tony 
award. Overcome with excitement, 
Paulson kissed Jones in front of the 
cameras.

“I didn’t mean to. I wish I could say 
I was braver than that. I wasn’t making 
a public statement,” she told her sister, 
journalist Rachel Paulson, in a video 
interview for SheWired in 2012. Rachel, 
who is gay, asks if she realised what a 
big deal that kiss would be? “No. I got 
a phonecall from the publicist. ‘So, uh, 
what were you doing?’!”

Jones, with whom Paulson was 
“dizzyingly, insanely, madly in love”, 
was 18 years older and already out as 
a lesbian. Paulson, on the other hand, 
was a 30-year-old actor in her first 

relationship with a woman.
Her worry about being out, she ex-

plained to her sister, was more about 
the impact on her work than the fear 
of discrimination within the industry  
(“I don’t think anybody cares”). 

“The more information the world 
has about you as an individual, the less 
possible it is for you to disappear into 
a character. It makes it harder for you 
to do your job,” she suggests.

For Paulson, who has been 
rewarded with dozens of awards 
and nominations, her job is clearly 
of central importance. Desperate to 
act from an early age, she attended 
LaGuardia High, the New York school 
for performing arts celebrated in the 
film Fame. “I’m sure I came out of the 
womb screaming ‘Stella!’,” she joked to 
Wontorek. 

American Horror Story has been “a 
gift,” says Paulson. Her minor part as a 
medium in season one came about as 
a result of her longstanding friendship 
with veteran actress Jessica Lange, 
whom she first met when they worked 
together on Broadway. Lange is one 
of the best things about AHS, her per-
formances as the neighbour from hell 
(Murder House), an evil nun in charge 
of a madhouse (Asylum), a queen witch 
locked in a death-fight with her own 
daughter (Coven) and the fame-hungry 

leader of a band of disabled perform-
ers (Freakshow) are all a blend of sad, 
funny, disturbing and downright scary.

It was Lange who told AHS co-
creator Ryan Murphy that he should 
“find something for Sarah to do in the 
show”, Paulson relates, and lo, it came 
to pass. By the second season, she 
had snagged a central role as intrepid 
reporter Lana Winter, whose nose for 
a story lands her in big trouble when 
she crosses Lange’s sadistic Sister Jude. 
Lana, a lesbian in a down-low 1950s 
relationship with a schoolteacher, has 
something of the Hitchcock heroine 
about her; high on style and low on 
self-preservation.

“I got incredibly lucky right out of 
the gate because, for whatever reason, 
Ryan saw something in me that I think 
I didn’t even know I was capable of,” 
Paulson enthuses, listing some of the 
role’s more lurid challenges: “I have to 
breastfeed my friend; I have to simu-
late an abortion on television; I have to 
masturbate on television; I have to age 
to 75 years old.”

Though she relished playing Lana, 
she admits “there were all kinds of 
very scary realities to it, for me as an 
actor, in terms of opportunities for fail-
ure. Big, enormous failure for everyone 
to witness. So that’s always really scary 
but, at the same time, you then run the 

�Did�I�realise�what�a�big�deal�
that�kiss�would�be?�No.�
I�got�a�phonecall�from�
the�publicist

, ,

,,
 DIVAMAG.CO.UK 71

| COVER | SARAH PAULSON |

068 cover story.indd   71 10/02/2016   12:52



risk also of succeeding”.
Paulson has certainly succeeded, 

becoming an AHS fixture. Follow-
ing Lana, she played central roles in 
seasons three and four, as Lange’s 
witch-daughter Cordelia in Coven, and 
conjoined twins Bette and Dot Tattler 
in Freakshow. In season five, Hotel, 
she portrays junkie ghost Sally and 
reprises her role as the medium from 
season one.

The AHS “anthology” format means 
that each season brings a new role, 
which she describes as both “a blessing 
and a curse”.

“If I really have loved a character, 
the fact that I have to put that to bed 
is, I think, really horrible. It’s like a 
death.” Lana and Dot were particularly 
hard to part with, she reveals. On the 
plus side, “the minute I get bored play-
ing one thing, I get the opportunity to 
do something else”.

Characters may come and go but 
there is an emotional payback to 
working on a long-running show, as 
she told Julianne Moore for Interview 
magazine, in 2014. “I love it, to have 
the same crew. I’m not married. I don’t 
have children. My 17-year-old dog died. 
I’m kind of on my own. So I really like 
having the same camera guy for four 
years. I love looking around and seeing 
the hair and make-up people who have 
been there from the beginning. I like 
that sense of family in my workplace, 
having the same pair of eyes to look 
into.”

There are doubtless fans who love 
AHS for its yucks and scares, but for 
many, the show’s most compelling 
aspect is the intelligent treatment of 
overlapping themes such as sexuality, 
disability, race and gender. To what ex-
tent is Paulson drawn by these issues?

“I wish I could say I was a performer 
who made choices that were based on 
larger thematic realities but the truth 
is, I go where I am asked to go,” she 
confesses. “I like to work. I like to work 
with people that are challenging to me, 
both artistically, mentally, spiritually. 
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But at the same time, I got lucky here, 
in that that happened.” 

She points to 12 Years A Slave (in 
which she played Mary Epps), as an 
example of a film with a “powerful 
message”, of which she is proud, but 
insists that “I just don’t make choices 
in that way, simply because I haven’t 
been afforded that right, in the sense 
that I don’t get thrown piles and piles 
of scripts that I can just toss aside and 
go: this will never do, it doesn’t have 
anything to say”.

She may see herself as a jobbing 
actress, rather than a rising star with 
increasing clout, but her CV is begin-
ning to tell the latter story. “For a long 
time I felt like I was a ‘benched’ player, 
in that I knew I could do it if somebody 
would just put me in the game,” she 
says, of her career, pre-AHS. “And also, 
the more you’re out there, the more 
your game gets stronger and better. 
And you can’t do it unless you get a 
chance to get out on the field. But 
once Ryan started throwing me the 
ball, my own muscles were awakened 
and I was able to play more.” 

From minor and one-off parts in TV 
series such as Grey’s Anatomy, Desper-
ate Housewives and Law And Order, to 
roles in big-screen successes like last 
year’s lesbian blockbuster Carol, the 
AHS effect is starting to tell.

In Carol, Paulson played Cate 
Blanchett’s protective ex, Abby, about 
whom she told ScreenCrush.com: “I 
sort of felt like her gayness was the 
least interesting thing about her. It 
just didn’t define her, in a way. People 
in society can have their disgust and 
their confusion about it, but Abby 
knew who she was and didn’t have any 
ugly feelings about it and sort of lived 
by the confines, the dictates of 1950s 
society. Except she didn’t do what 
Carol did, she didn’t marry a man. She 
sort of lives her life as a gay woman. 
There was just something about it that 
I didn’t really question it. I didn’t really 
delve too deeply into it, I just accepted 
it and thought this is just a woman 
who knows who she is and isn’t afraid 
of it. I thought it was kind of inspiring 
actually.”

Her latest big role is state pros-

ecutor Marcia Clark in The People v 
OJ Simpson: American Crime Story, 
a new true crime anthology series 
that screened in the States on FX in 
February. What is it like to play a living 
person, for a change?

“The playing real people thing is 
really, really hard because you feel 
an enormous responsibility to get it 
right,” frets Paulson. “Marcia Clark was 
one of the most famous women in the 
world [during Simpson’s trial for the 
murder of his wife], so there was so 
much for me to draw upon, including 
interviews she had done and books 
that she had written and so much trial 
footage, that I could really absorb her 
physical self and all that stuff.

“In terms of presenting Marcia 
Clark to the world, as filtered through 
my interpretation, [it’s] really scary be-
cause Marcia Clark is a person walking 
around in the world right now, living 
a life with two grown children who 
were three and five during the trial. 
Not a lot of people know that she had 
really young children – who are now 
going to see it and understand what 
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their mother was contending with; a 
lot of private things that maybe they 
didn’t know about – so it feels like a 
big responsibility and I really hope that 
I don’t fuck it up because it’s totally 
possible.”

At the time of writing, reviewers 
have singled Paulson out for the qual-
ity of her performance.

She is clearly a committed per-
former. Freakshow’s twins Bette and 
Dot were created with the help of 
electronically-controlled prosthetic 
heads, their scenes taking Paulson 12-
15 hours to complete as she alternated 
roles for each take. For the parts of 
Marcia Clark and Sally in Hotel, she 
took up smoking – which she credits 
for sad Sally’s authentic tearfulness. 
“They’re fake cigarettes but, holy hell! 
They’re almost more disgusting than 
a real cigarette, I think, because it’s in 
your hair and it’s just awful, so that 
helps me cry! I smell so bad and my 
throat is killing me.”

And the trials don’t end when the 
cameras stop rolling. AHS inspires in 
fans the kind of obsession that can be 
a little… overwhelming.

“Somebody asked me to sign a line 
that I had said in season two, which 
was, ‘I’m tough but I’m no cookie’, and 

she was shaking and crying and saying, 
‘Please will you sign it?’ I had to reach 
out of a car window and I just scrawled 
it. That girl came up to me at another 
event and had tattooed what I had 
scrawled on this piece of paper, which 
was my handwriting at its worst, on 
her body where it will now be forever. 
I was flattered. Don’t get me wrong. 
But I just thought, what are you going 
to do with this thing that I’m signing 
because I don’t want to get in trouble 
with your mother!”

Then there’s the media, predictable 
in its fascination with her sexuality and 
keen to foresee the next May-Decem-
ber romance.

“I was with an older woman for 
seven years and I’m friends with Jessica 
Lange, so clearly we must be boffing,” 
she laughs, in response to a tabloid ru-
mour addressed by Wontorek in 2013.

The press had a couple of years 
to wait before she revealed her new 
relationship – not with a sheep, after 
all, but with actress Holland Taylor. 
The 73-year-old is a stalwart of stage 
and screen, known for her role in the 
long-running sit-com Two And A Half 
Men, and as millionaire art-collector 
Peggy Peabody in The L Word.

The news broke gradually, first 

via Twitter, where both women post 
regularly. By 6 November it was clear 
love was in the air. “I love your mind @
HollandTaylor yup yup yup,” tweeted 
Paulson. “ “.@MsSarahPaulson I love 
your appreciation. It’s you with the fine 
(and beautiful) head…” replied Taylor, 
her intentional opening full stop mak-
ing the apparently private exchange 
into a public declaration.

Within a few weeks, Taylor con-
fimed that she was in a relationship 
with a younger woman and revealed 
that they were considering marriage. 
“Given my generation it would not be 
something that would automatically 
occur to me,” she told WNYC.com, 
adding: “But as a symbol, as a pledge, 
as a plighting one’s troth, it would be a 
wonderful thing to do.”

Shortly before Christmas, the Daily 
Mail Online suggested that the pair 
could have been together for as long 
as a year, in a comical picture story 
focused on their night out at a Broad-
way opening. “Close: The 41-year-old 
actress posed mere inches away from 
her pal,” panted one caption, after a 
forensic description of the couple’s 
outfits. They did look terrific. And very 
happy.

Eager sheep will have to wait.
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Now in its third year, Winter Pride founder Rebecca Paisis 

promised 2016 would see the biggest event yet, and she 

didn’t disappoint. Last month’s music festival, which 

took place at the legendary Coronet in Elephant and 

Castle, saw nine hours of entertainment spread across 

four fl oors and cemented Winter Pride’s place as the 

biggest party in the pink calendar. We spent the most of 

the evening in Room Three, the Girls Arena, and danced 

’til our feet ached, tunes courtesy of DJs from some of 

London’s hottest women’s nights including Clam Jam, 

Pitch Slap and Mint-East. But while we’re still recovering, 

there’s no rest for the organisers who now turn their 

attention to the Winter Pride Art Awards, which happen 

in April. See you there! 

winterprideuk.com

WE’RE STILL 

RECOVERING 

FROM THE 
SMIRNOFF 
WINTER 
PRIDE MUSIC 

FESTIVAL, 
HELD AT THE 

CORONET 
LAST 
MONTH 
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Walkin’ in 
a Winter 

Wonderland
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A LESBIAN 
PLACE IN 
THE SUN

Bambu, near Malaga, is a peaceful 
base for exploring the local area
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“Right now I’m weighing up throwing 
caution to the wind with the very real 
fact that we’re at the top of a moun-
tain amid a monster electrical storm, 
about to take a dip in an outdoor 
swimming pool.”

Kendra, a cropped-haired, straight-
talking lass from Nottingham is watch-
ing a French lady swim the length of 
the pool whilst chatting to a Belgian 
woman and me. It’s midnight, we’ve 
had a few local beers and the storm 
we’ve heard roll its way up the Anda-
lusian hills has fi nally erupted over us. 
Thunder rumbles around the Spanish 
valley, lightning fl ashes intermittently 
and rain lashes furiously against the 
sun furniture scattered around the 
poolside. What better time for a quick 
swim?

Since arriving at one of the few 
lesbian holiday resorts in Spain a few 
days ago, I have gotten to know Kendra 
and the other fi ve individual travellers 
staying here during one of Bambu’s 
fi ve yearly solo holidays. Bambu has 
seven self-catering studios, an outside 
bar area, a huge stone dining table 
and a communal barbeque – not to 
mention spectacular views. The storm 
we are witnessing tonight isn’t typical; 
the weather is normally sunny with 
an average of 28 degrees and 12 daily 
hours of sun in July. 

A fl ash of lightning illuminates the 
sky. Perhaps it’s the holiday atmos-
phere (or the local beer) but somehow 
I settle on the throwing-caution-to-
the-wind option, leaving the shelter 
and my towel behind before diving in.

Make no mistake; Bambu is no 
touristy Gran Canaria resort, and the 
nearest village of Benamocarra is a 
20-minute walk away. This tiny town 
is a 40-minute drive from Málaga, and 
not much further from Torremolinos 
on the Costa Del Sol, although for all 
their di� erences they may just as well 
be di� erent planets.

Benamocarra is of Arab origins and 
its sloping streets are lined with local 
shops, tiny tapas bars and friendly 
locals. Its main feature is the 16th cen-
tury church, Santa Ana, while the vil-

lage square is the focal point for men 
gathering a� er siesta. The women, I’m 
told, are busy tending to housework. 
Yet let loose a bunch of holidaying 
lesbians on such a scene and nobody 
raises so much as an eyebrow.

Catherine and Suzanne, a couple 
originally from Lancashire, opened 
Bambu in 2010. A� er years in the rat-
race, an opportunity presented itself 
when they stumbled across a rundown 
fi ve-bedroom farmhouse, complete 
with three hungry yet adorable cats 
who still call Bambu home to this day. 
When they fl ung open the gates to 
their new lesbian haven, they never in-
tended to run dedicated solo holidays.

“The solo weeks came later, as a re-
sult of demand,” says Catherine. “We’d 
been running our usual holidays for 
years, but it got to a point where we 
couldn’t ignore that a third of all our 
enquiries were from single women who 
wanted to get away on their own.”

Not all evenings at Bambu involve 
beer-infused midnight swims. That’s 
part of the charm; you might be swim-
ming in a storm one night, then ram-
bling around the ruins of an ancient 
castle the very next morning – perhaps 
followed by a river walk up the Rio 
Chillar in Nerja and a spot of yoga in 
the evening.

One day, for instance, the seven of 
us pile into two Málaga Airport-issued 
hire cars and drive down to the coast 
to explore Málaga City. Birthplace 

of Picasso, it’s said that the city has 
more museums than anywhere else 
in Andalucía. A� er some art-gazing 
(and giggling at titles) in the Picasso 
Museum, we turn our attentions to the 
gothic cathedral nearby, whereupon 
jaws promptly hit fl oor-level at the 
unfathomable grandeur of it all. Hav-
ing wandered the cobbled streets and 
paused for tapas, our newly-formed 
gal group tops the day o�  with a walk 
through the grounds of an 11th-cen-
tury Gibralfaro castle, which in turn 
reveals the city’s best viewpoint.

“The solo weeks are always a bit 
di� erent,” Catherine explains. “At 
other times, when we have a mix 
of couples and perhaps some solo 
travellers staying, guests do more of 
their own thing, with less group activ-
ity, although everyone usually gets 
together in the evening around the big 
dining table.”

As someone who has travelled 
extensively on my own as well as part 
of a couple, I can relate to this. While a 
few of the women branch o�  at times, 
most of the group spends the week 
eating, drinking, swimmin g and sight-
seeing together, discussing everything 
from language and music to, inevitably, 
our coming-out stories.

Couples that travel together, even 
if they socialise with others, o� en tend 
to keep to themselves that little bit 
more. By defi nition, the solo weeks at 
Bambu have a di� erent dynamic, and 
it’s testament to this that our small 
group of strangers bond in a way that 
only those who arrive somewhere new 
on their own are inclined to.

Catherine is keen to point out that 
the solo weeks are not particularly 
intended to hook women up. Instead 
they are weeks when single lesbians 
can enjoy a holiday in the company of 
like-minded solo travellers. As one of 
the girls I meet puts it: “It’s nice to go 
on holiday and just relax and be 
yourself from the start, without having 
to think about coming out to the 
people you meet, for a change.” She 
grins. “That part is kind of already 
taken care of at Bambu.”

“You might 
well be
swimming
in a storm 
one night, 
then 
rambling 
around 
a ruined 
castle the 
next
morning”

KIRSTY 
STUART 
EXPLORES A 
SOLO HOLIDAY 
WEEK AT 
DEDICATED 
LESBIAN 
RESORT 
BAMBU, NEAR 
MALAGA

GETTING THERE
Bambu is Europe’s leading provider of self-catering lesbian accom-
modation. The solo holidays run from May to October, with sightsee-
ing- and walking-themed holidays taking place at the beginning 
and end of the summer. A writing workshop is scheduled for October 
2016 and an intensive, two week-long Spanish-learning holiday 
including several excursions is planned for the end of June. Due to 
Bambu’s remote location, hiring a car is strongly recommended.
bambu-resort.com
Monarch operates fl ights to Malaga from Birmingham, London 
Gatwick, London Luton and Manchester airports with fares starting 
at £35 one way (£79 return).
monarch.co.uk
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New York, in all of its frenetic glory, 
might not be the obvious choice for a 
couple’s first break away. But when my 
girlfriend mentioned on one of our first 
dates how desperate she was to visit, 
and with Christmas fast-approaching 
(she is a big Home Alone fan), we decided 
to go for it. We found a New York filled 
with American clichés – big yellow taxis 
and “cawfees” aplenty – but also a city 
full of unexpected romance: in the 
flaming setting sun over the Statue of 
Liberty; the towering silhouette of Man-
hattan at night; the nervous marriage 
proposal in front of thousands, captured 
on “kiss cam” at a Knicks game.

STAY
We split our stay between Brooklyn 
and Manhattan, with the first two 
nights in the small, but artsy Hotel 
Indigo (hotelindigo.com) in downtown 
Brooklyn, less than 10 minutes from 
the eponymous bridge. Here we also 
found ourselves in an area hosting 
New York’s best pizzeria Grimaldi’s 
(grimaldis.com)– at least three differ-
ent locals informed us of this fact so 
we felt it only right that we sample; 
one bite convinced us they were right. 

The cosy hotel had minimal luggage 
room but the added attraction of an 
attached sports bar (excellent hango-
ver burgers) and a rooftop area (ideal 
for summer, too chilly for December). 

The following two nights were spent 
in the more upmarket Conrad New York 
(conradnewyork.com) – a five star hotel 
overlooking the Hudson River, lying 
in the shadow of the new One World 
Trade Centre, and ideally located for 
exploring Lower Manhattan by foot. It 
also had its own rooftop bar (closed in 
winter), and onsite restaurant Atrio, al-
though we also enjoyed the ShakeShack 
burger joint next door.

GAY
Despite having the best intentions, 
we never made it as far as Brooklyn’s 
hipster neighbourhood Williamsburg, 
which we were informed boasts some 
of the best gay bars in New York. With 
our limited time, we instead headed 
for the legendary Stonewall Inn – site 
of the 1969 riots that launched the 
gay liberation movement. Situated 
on Christopher Street in the heart 
of Greenwich Village, a queue was 
snaking out of the door by 11pm. It 
was a Friday but it moved quickly 
and we were soon inside enjoying a 
brilliant drag show. The inn is small 
and cramped – largely because it’s so 
popular – but the staff were friendly, 
and it was a memorable and incred-
ibly fun evening. Top of our gay bar 
list when we return is Metropolitan 
(metropolitanbarny.com) and Ginger’s 
Bar (gingersbarbklyn.com).

PLAY
Our days were spent drinking in the 
sights of the city. We visited the Empire 
State Building, which we timed to 
coincide with a sunset so that half 
the city lay in darkness, pinpricked by 
thousands of lights, while dusk bathed 
the other half in crimson. 

The free Staten Island ferry was the 
perfect – and quickest – way to see Lady 
Liberty, with a round-trip taking just over 
an hour. One afternoon we wandered 
the streets of Greenwich Village, where 
we were unashamedly ecstatic to hap-
pen upon the iconic Friends building 
– the corner of which lies on Bedford 
Street and Grove Street, seen in opening 
shots of the famous TV-series.

One night we headed to Broadway, 
where we saw the brilliant Finding 
Neverland, and we spent another 
evening at Madison Square Gardens, 
watching the New York Knicks beat the 
Brooklyn Nets. Tickets were pricey and 
we viewed the game from the highest 
seats possible, but we quickly found 
the experience to be about much more 
than basketball. Time-outs were called 
every few minutes and attention 
instead was focused on the interludes, 
which comprised cheerleading, singing, 
celebrity spotting, and of course the 
ubiquitous kiss cam. What could be 
more American clichéd – or romantic 
– than that?

SOPHIE 
GRIFFITHS 
FINDS 
ROMANCE IN 
THE CITY THAT 
NEVER SLEEPS

New love in New York
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GLOBAL GIRL 
GUIDES

GAY AND 
GUTSY
It’s your life… 
LIVE IT! That is 
the motto of 
Gutsy Women 
Travel, a New 
York-based 
travel agency 

that has been organising women-only 
trips for the past decade. GWT encourage 
us to travel in order to “refresh and renew 
mind, spirit and body” – and why not do 
so in a safe and well-organised manner 
together with like-minded ladies? Their 
trips span the entire globe, with cruises, 
safaris, city breaks and everything in 
between o� ered. In 2016 GWT runs nearly 
40 trips and spots are going quick.
gutsywomentravel.com

ART TRAVEL
ANNIE LEIBOVITZ’S 
WOMEN: NEW 
PORTRAITS TO 
TRAVEL THE WORLD
Annie Leibovitz’s immensely 
popular series of photographs, 
WOMEN, fi rst published in 1999, has 
been given an update and is set to 
tour the globe. The new portraits 
refl ect women’s changing roles 
and include artists, politicians, CEOs 
and more. The UBS-commissioned 
series will be exhibited in 10 cities, 
including Tokyo, San Francisco, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Mexico City, 
Istanbul, Frankfurt, New York and 
Zurich, throughout 2016. The fi rst 
stop on the world tour is London 
and entry is free.
ubs.com/annieleibovitz

TRAVEL TAILS

JET SET PET
At Christmas my girlfriend and I took our kitten Nova on the train for the fi rst 
time – we thought it’d be easy. On the morning of the trip we headed to the 
vet for a calming pill. Sitting in the waiting room, I heard wailing noises erupt; 
Nova didn’t swallow the medicine and was as wound up as could be. We set-
tled for a calming spray, applied it to her carrier, crossed our fi ngers and set 
o�  on our four-hour-long journey. The fi rst train saw her crying and clawing 
and we anticipated hell but by Doncaster she’d calmed down. The magic po-
tion? Feliway. (If only they made it for humans, one friend tweeted. It’s called 
gin, another replied.) Next year we’re celebrating in Sweden – how that will 
go only time will tell but I’ve learned my lesson – to plan ahead. 
Travelling with a pet? Check trains, airlines and gov.uk/take-pet-abroad before you go.

Nova plans ahead:
“If they put me in the 

overhead luggage 
racks, I will wee” 

FIR
ST

 CL
AS

SREADER SNAP OF THE MONTH
READY, SET, GAY

“Five weeks in Central America, no 
checked luggage. Freeeeedom,” 
wrote lesbian travel blogger and des-
tination wedding photographer Erica 
Camille before heading out on her 
new adventure. Since then she has 
been fi lling her Instagram account 
with gorgeous snaps of sunsets, dogs 
and volcano lakes – so inspiring 
we’re ready to give it all up 
and join her queer quest. 
Intrigued? Give her a 
follow
@ericacamilletravels and 
do check out her blog.

“Five weeks in Central America, no 

FIR
ST

 CL
AS

S

and volcano lakes – so inspiring 

TO HAVE YOUR

TRAVEL 
SNAP

FEATURED, TWEET 

@BELLAQVIST
OR INSTAGRAM
@BELLA_QVIST

GLOBAL GIRL 
GUIDES

GAY AND 
GUTSY
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TO aDVErTISE caLL Jo vasconcelos
TEL 020 7424 7451
EMaIL Jo@divamag.co.UK

diRecToRY

classiFied FeaTURe - King’s College london
identiCal twins (lgB and straight) needed for psyChologiCal study

We are looking for identical twins where one in the pair is 
lesbian/gay/bisexual and other is heterosexual/straight for a 
study on mental health. The study will involve one online survey 
(which includes questions which ask about your sexuality and 
experiences of prejudice). You are under no obligation to reply 
to this advertisement or the online survey. However if you 
choose to, participation is voluntary and you may withdraw at 
any time. 

The study is approved by King’s College London Psychiatry, 
Nursing and Midwifery Research Ethics Subcommittee reference 
PNM 1314 110.

We are conducting a study looking at how minority stress 
impacts on mental health in sexual and gender minorities. Your 
participation and that of your twin will increase our knowledge 
in this area. You and your twin will be asked to complete 
questionnaires about your gender, sexual feelings, childhood 
behaviour, experiences of discrimination and prejudice, how you 
think, how you feel, and your thoughts about your identity. 

Overall, this study should last no longer than 30 minutes.
surveymonkey.com/r/3QV9PQC
For more details please contact Liam Timmins at  
liam.timmins@kcl.ac.uk or +44 207 188 0188
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A-Z BESPOKE TAILORing

A-Z BESPOKE TAILORing

 !

Bespoke Tailoring 
with a twist 

visit our friendly studio at: 
Shop 10, Bush Walk, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 1AT 

(1hour from London, 15mins from Reading) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0118 979 3880 
www.goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

kerry@goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

Like Us              Follow Us!

 !

Bespoke Tailoring 
with a twist 

visit our friendly studio at: 
Shop 10, Bush Walk, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 1AT 

(1hour from London, 15mins from Reading) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0118 979 3880 
www.goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

kerry@goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

Like Us              Follow Us!

 !

Bespoke Tailoring 
with a twist 

visit our friendly studio at: 
Shop 10, Bush Walk, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 1AT 

(1hour from London, 15mins from Reading) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0118 979 3880 
www.goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

kerry@goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

Like Us              Follow Us!

 !

Bespoke Tailoring 
with a twist 

visit our friendly studio at: 
Shop 10, Bush Walk, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 1AT 

(1hour from London, 15mins from Reading) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0118 979 3880 
www.goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

kerry@goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

Like Us              Follow Us!

 !

Bespoke Tailoring 
with a twist 

visit our friendly studio at: 
Shop 10, Bush Walk, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 1AT 

(1hour from London, 15mins from Reading) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0118 979 3880 
www.goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

kerry@goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

Like Us              Follow Us!

 !

Bespoke Tailoring 
with a twist 

visit our friendly studio at: 
Shop 10, Bush Walk, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 1AT 

(1hour from London, 15mins from Reading) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0118 979 3880 
www.goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

kerry@goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

Like Us              Follow Us!

 !

Bespoke Tailoring 
with a twist 

visit our friendly studio at: 
Shop 10, Bush Walk, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 1AT 

(1hour from London, 15mins from Reading) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

0118 979 3880 
www.goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

kerry@goodrichbespoke.co.uk 

Like Us              Follow Us!

A-Z Jewellery

Commissions in gold, platinum & silver

brochure & enquiries 0117 909 0225

www.dianaporter.co.uk

As well as working with stones, 
award winning Diana Porter will hand etch 

customers own choice of words around rings.

Diva_1.2page_2015_vfinal.indd   1 24/09/2015   11:41:56
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A-Z Motoring

A-Z LEGAL

We offer Legal Advice for Gay and Lesbian divorces 
with High Street Service at an Online Price

We understand that a Divorce or Civil Partnership Dissolution can be a traumatic and 
stressful experience for both partners. We at Gay Solicitors aim to create a stress free 

and quick process which we aim to conclude within 3 months of issue.

Call on 01554 228828           Email: info@gaysolicitor.co.uk

www.gaysolicitor.co.uk

DIY Dissolution/
Divorce

£140

    Managed Dissolution/
Divorce

£275   

Managed Dissolution/
Divorce and Clean Break

£350

A-Z LEGAL

We are a long established practice specialising in the following areas:

Family Law 
Divorce, civil 

partnership, relationship 
breakdown, ancillary relief, 
prenuptial and cohabitation 

agreements.

Children 
Child arrangements orders (used 

to be residence and contact), 
speci� c issue orders, prohibited 
steps orders, wardship, inherent 

Jurisdiction of the High Court.

Will and Probate 
Wills, probate, intestacy, 

powers of attorney.

Housing 
Possession, eviction, 

homelessness and disrepair.

Amongst our solicitors are members of the Family Law Panel, the Advanced Family Law 
Panel, the Children Panel and the International Child Abduction Unit Panel. 

All of our solicitors are members of the Specialist Resolution Accredited Scheme.

Gillian Radford & Co
453 Harrow Road, London W10 4RG

E: info@gillianradford.co.uk  T: 020 8960 4366
W: www.gillianradford.co.uk

A-Z Shopping

Orange    V     Blue
OITNB & WENTWORTH Themed Gifts

Christmas 

Gifts & Cards
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A-Z Removals

SHIRLEYS
r e m o v a l s

LIGHT/MEDIUM & HEAVY DUTY 
LONG/SHORT HAUL 
FREE ESTIMATES

WITHOUT OBLIGATION
DSS WELCOME

020 7254 5580
FAST, EFFICIENT 

FRIENDLY & RELIABLE

We have been moving... 
Everything, Everywhere... 

For lesbians and gay men for 25 years

www.shirleysremovals.co.uk
shirleys.removals@yahoo.co.uk

A-Z Therapy & COUNSELLING A-Z Therapy & COUNSELLING 

Women’s Coaching Practice 
“Emphasising the potential of every woman to 
become the most awesome version of herself” 

www.licencetolive.com
07718 921 116

Out of the Blue 
Counselling

Emma Yates Dip Couns. Dip Sup. MBACP
Counselling and Supervision 

in the Derbyshire Dales
 As an out lesbian counsellor with over 15 
years’ experience of working with LGB and T 

clients, Emma provides a friendly and 
professional service to anyone looking to 

work through issues impacting upon their 
life. Counselling and supervision can be 

indoors or clients can walk and talk outdoors. 
www.outofthebluecounselling.com

outoftheblue@fastmail.fm
07966 66 64 63

TRAVEl INTERNATIONAL Spain

Bambú 
Country House Holiday Studios

Exclusively for lesbians

www.bambu-resort.com
Andalucia, Spain

Spectacular mountain and coastal scenery

Quality self-catering suites

Stunning pool and terraces

Perfect location to enjoy the coast, beaches, 
mountain villages and historic cities

Complete privacy and relaxation

Fabulous company, conversation and laughter

TRAVEl COUNSellor

RELAX
With the promise that all 
your holiday plans are in 
the safest possible hands.

Call Me:

TRAVEL COUNSELLOR

MICHAELA
0203 773 2470

michaela.fairhurst@travelcounsellors.com
www.travelcounsellors.co.uk/michaela.fairhurst

MICHAELA FAIRHURST LGBT specialist

Fulfi lling dreams; 
creating memories. 
We’re Travel Counsellors

Quote DIVA for an
exclusive discount 

TRAVEl UK Brighton
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TRAVEl UK Lake District

TRAVEl UK Lake District

TRAVEl UK Norfolk

TRAVEl UK WALES

At Travel Counsellors we’re all about you. 
Your individual needs, wants and desires. 
Your aspirations and dreams. So if you’re 
looking for a holiday to remember and 
a personal, caring service that you won’t 
fi nd anywhere else, contact me - your local 
Travel Counsellor - now.

TRAVEl UK Bath

Burghope manor
Winsley, Bradford-on-Avon, near Bath, Wiltshire, BA15 2LA
Burghope manor

__________________             __________________B

www.burghopemanor.co.uk
Contact Alan or Peter (ex of LEIGH HOUSE)

tel:+44-(0)1225 - 720216    email: enquiries@burghopemanor.com

www.burghopemanor.co.uk

CONDITIONS FOR ADVERTISING
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CLASSIFIED FEATURE - rockin vans
WoULD YoU LikE THE FrEEDoM To sLEEP aroUnD?
Discover the campervan that’s making all 
the other campervans jealous, when you 
hire from Rockin Vans in Scotland. The 
latest and greatest thing to come out of 
the world of camping.

If you are looking for laid-back adventure, 
for up to four people, exploring Scotland 
in style on a short break or a week away – 
then look no further. 

Rockin Vans was founded by two brothers, 
who after years of exploring North 
America and Australasia in campervans, 
decided to share their passion with like-
minded people. 

Rockin Vans’ Volkswagen T4 campervans 
are individually styled with everything you 
need for the ultimate adventure. Able to 
accommodate up to four people sleeping 
in the van, or two sleeping in the van and 
two in the modern awning supplied with 
the camper, these vehicles are the perfect 
accessory for a free-wheeling getaway.

Each van comes with a gas hob, a sink, a 
kitchen pack (including cutlery, crockery, 
pots and more), outdoor furniture and 
all the other bits and bobs you need for 
a magical summer adventure. Not to 
mention a mean set of wheels which will 
take you on any highway you choose, with 
the added benefit of a comfortable bed 
available in seconds.

This is the ideal way to explore at your 
own pace while being self-sufficient. It’s 
perfect for couples, families and small 
groups of friends – you can even bring 
your furry friend. Woof-woof, good dog!

Rockin Vans’ ethos is simple: to help 
customers create their own memories, 
go on their own adventures, get off the 
beaten track and experience the very best 
that Scotland has to offer.

Want to ask a question about hiring a 
Rockin Van?

We can be reached in the following ways:

Rockin Vans, Shawhill Cottage, Galston 
Road, Kilmarnock KA1 5HZ

Tel: 0141 404 8384
Email: info@rockinvans.co.uk
Web: www.rockinvans.co.uk
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What a buzz
Last month, here in DIVA magazine, I 
focussed on how to be a mistress at 
using a strap-on. Online, I explored 
the di� erent perceptions surrounding 
the strap-on for women who have sex 
with women. My conclusion is that it is 
absolutely fi ne and healthy to use one 
if you want to – simple as that. The 
sooner you drop any pre-conceived 
ideas about strap-on sex, the sooner 
you‘ll have more fun with it!

But the strap-on isn’t the only 
sex toy we can use, of course. Some 
women don’t enjoy penetration at all 
(due to preference, body dysmorphia, 
trauma from surgery/abuse, or a sensi-
tive vaginal entrance). So, this month, 
let’s look at fun, e� ective toys that 
don’t involve any vaginal penetration.

THE BULLET
As many as 70% of women 

are unable to orgasm without 
clitoral stimulation so it is important 
that your toy box has something in it 
that provides this. The most simple 
toy is a bullet – named for its shape 
but not remotely dangerous! It is 
small and vibrates and it is created 
for external stimulation only. You 
can fi nd hundreds of these in sex toy 
shops, in all colours and sizes. You 
may be surprised to hear that they 
vary a lot in how e� ective they are. 

Some vibrate so� ly, some intensely. 
The more you use sex toys, the more 
you get to recognise the di� erent 
vibrations and start to develop a 
preference for a particular type, or 
know what kind of vibration you 
want, depending on your mood. 
A lot of bullets nowadays come 
with a choice of di� erent vibration 
strengths and patterns. You can fi nd  
rechargeable ones, waterproof ones 
and they come in di� erent types of 
material, too. 

A bullet is a great toy for all sorts 
of partners to use. Not only can you 
use it on each other’s clits but you can 
place the bullet anywhere on the body 
and stimulate those erogenous zones! 
Every woman should own a bullet and 
it’s a great sex toy to share, too.

THE DUAL BULLET
Next up is the dual bullet, a very 
exciting toy to use on your own or 

a couple. The control unit has two 
bullets attached to it and it makes for a 
fabulous mutual masturbation sesh! You 
can obviously use them on each other, 
too, but try and mix sex up a bit and 
watch each other masturbate 
– such a turn on! You’ll 
need to pick who 

runs the show though, because this toy 
comes with 10 di� erent settings and 
only one set of controls!

FINGER TINGLES
If you don’t like the idea of a 

“foreign object”, it doesn’t mean 
that there isn’t a sex toy for you. 

One of my favourite toys is called 
the Finger Tingles and it is produced 
by the multi-award-winning British 
company Rocks O� . It is a bullet in 
a silicone casing and the casing has 
a hole in it. Put your fi nger through 
this hole, turn the bullet on, and hey 
presto, you have a vibrating fi nger! 
With the Finger Tingles, you have the 
opportunity to feel your partner’s 
touch and feel the vibrations.

SEX TOYS 
AREN’T 
ALL ABOUT 
PENETRATION!  
DIVA SEXPERT 
RHIANNON 
KEMP-DAVIES 
PRESENTS 
A FEW 
PERSONAL 
FAVOURITES 

Next up is the dual bullet, a very 
exciting toy to use on your own or 

a couple. The control unit has two 
bullets attached to it and it makes for a 
fabulous mutual masturbation sesh! You 
can obviously use them on each other, 
too, but try and mix sex up a bit and 
watch each other masturbate 
– such a turn on! You’ll 
need to pick who 
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BUTT PLUGS 
Have you ever considered using 

a butt plug during sex? Don’t 
knock it until you’ve tried it! A butt 
plug has a fl ared base (to ensure it 
doesn’t go any further in) and 
is most defi nitely not just 
for men. A butt plug is 
most e� ective when you 
are wearing it and having 
other lovely sexual stu�  
done to you. It provides an 
extra sensation which can 
give you a di� erent, and of-
ten bigger, type of orgasm. 
There are, again, hundreds 
available to choose from, 
and it depends on how big 
you want it and whether 
you want it to vibrate or 
not. I would always recom-
mend buying a vibrating 
butt plug because at least 
you have the option. If 
you are exploring, make 
sure you start small – and 
always use plenty of lube!

PERSONAL LUBRICANT
Speaking of lube, this is the next 

item on the list. Anna Sansom, 
DIVA’s previous Sex/Life editor, 
dedicated an article to lube in July 

last year so pop online to read 
it – tinyurl.com/DIVAlube. 
Lube and a bullet is the 
sex toy starter kit for all 
women and we shouldn’t 
be ashamed to use them. 
We can’t get wet every 
day of the year because 
of the way our bodies and 
hormones work so starting 
your sesh o�  with some 
lube will get things o�  to a 
great start! Why not try a 
tingling lube or fl avoured 
lube to mix it up a bit? My 
personal recommendation 
is the widely available ID 
range  – it’s body-friendly, 
feels nice, the tingling lubes 
aren’t overwhelming and 
the fl avoured options are 
the best I’ve ever tasted! 

MY FAVOURITE
My fi nal recommendation is the 

Aries vibe, designed by Key by Jopen. 
Made of body-safe silicone, it fi ts 
perfectly between two fi ngers, so when 
you’re working your partner’s clit with 
your forefi nger and middle fi nger, it 
gives her those vibrations that she likes 
without taking away from the organic 
act of fi ngering. The Aries has so�  
vibrations with fi ve di� erent settings – 
perfect for those that don’t want too 
much “punch” from their vibe!

These recommendations are only a 
taster of the huge range of toys you 
can use together that don’t involve 
vaginal penetration. There are so 
many toys out there that it can be 
overwhelming to know where to start; 
use these recommendations as a 
starting point and don’t hesitate to get 
in touch for bespoke advice.

What topics would you like Rhiannon to cover? 
Email Rhiannon@thatsthespot.co.uk
or tweet @sextoyscardi� 

PERSONAL LUBRICANT MY FAVOURITE4 5

Aries vibe, designed by Key by Jopen. 
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Can a website 
help you become 
a better lady 
lover? Rhiannon 
road tests OMGYES 
at tinyurl.com/ 
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To browse new ads before they go into print call 0906 753 4404.
Calls to 09067 numbers cost 80p per minute at all times.
PLACE AN AD
BY PHONE - CALL FREE ON 0800 839 158 OR BY SENDING THIS 
TEXT ‘DVDATE’ FOLLOWED BY SPACE , THEN YOUR AD, TO 85010 (50P)
Example DVDATE Sassy, sexy F, 25, seeks F for larks & love. Brighton.
You’ll receive a text with instructions & a request to record a voice greeting, this is essential for 
your ad to appear in print. Placing an ad will cost 50p per text. You’ll also receive alerts to voice-
mail msgs , 50p per text received. To cancel this service text STOP to 85010.

RESPOND & LISTEN
TO ADS BY PHONE BY CALLING 0906 200 8396
£1.10/min. Hear what advertisers say about themselves & reply if you like what you hear.
OR VIA TEXT - SEND ‘DV ‘ FOLLOWED BY A SPACE THEN THE BOX 
NUMBER AND YOUR MESSAGE , TO 84010 (£1.50).
Example DV 227045 Hi, saw your ad, want to talk?
Mobile numbers remain confidential. Advertisers receive replies direct to their mobile.
Replying to an ad will cost £1.50 per text. To cancel this service text STOP to 84010.
THIS IS A PHONE AND TEXT SERVICE ONLY. WRITTEN REPLIES WILL NOT BE  ANSWERED. 

ADVERTISERS!
COLLECT YOUR MESSAGES ON 0906 753 4404 80p/min

CALL CHARGES: Calls to 09062 cost £1.10/min at all times (BT Premium Rate). Calls to 09067 cost 80p/min at all times. Calls to 0800 are free. Payphones & non BT network provider charges may vary, 0800 numbers may be chargeable 
from mobiles.   TEXT SERVICE: Replying to an advert is charged at £1.50 for every text response received. Advertisers will be charged 50p for every text response received and 50p for texts alerting them that they have a voice message. 
Please take care to follow the instructions as all messages are charged for, including error messages - charges dependent on shortcode. All texts sent must be no more than 160 characters & your standard network charges apply. SMS 
shortcodes are reverse billed at the following rates: 85010 - 50p; 84010 - £1.50. Available on all UK networks. 18+ only. Service provided by ATS, PO Box 788, London EC1V 7ZA.   DISCLAIMER: DIVA Magazine assumes no liability for the 
content of, or reply to, any personal advertisement. The advertiser assumes complete liability for the content of all replies to any advertisement or recorded message and for any claims made against DIVA Magazine as a result thereof. 
The advertiser agrees to indemnify and hold DIVA Magazine harmless from all costs, expenses (including our solicitors’ fees), liabilities and damages resulting from or caused by the publication or recording placed by the advertiser, or 
any reply to such advertisement. By using Dial-a-Diva, the advertiser agrees not to leave his/her telephone number, last name, or address in his/her voice greeting message. Your ad may appear in other publications.

MAYBE MORE
LOVING, LOYAL, FAITHFUL
Gay F, 42, 5’4”, n/s, enjoys playing pool, 
tenpin bowling, bingo, nights in/out, 
day trips & breaks away. Seeks sim F. 
Plymouth. Box 819303 * DV 819303
CHILLED, EASY-GOING
F, 42, likes having a laugh, going out 
for meals, staying in, walking & the 
cinema. WLTM F for f/ship+. Swansea. 
Box 804572 
SIMILAR FEMININE F WANTED
Bi F, 49, enjoys pubs, live bands, the sea 
& clubs. WLTM a bi F or lesbian, who is 
willing to travel. Hereford. Box 999068 
* DV 999068
SEE THE SEA WITH ME
F, 70, lives in a seaside resort, enjoys 
theatre, reading & politics. WLTM 
special F to relate to & spend time 
with. NW. Box 853717 
KIND, CARING, SINCERE
F, 63, large build, n/s, loves music, 
cinema, walks, meals out, cosy nights 
in. WLTM F, sim age/ints, to spend 
life together. Kent Box 965503 * DV 
965503
QUIET BUT NOT SHY
F, 40, GSOH, caring, well mannered 
with a big heart, enjoys vintage 
markets, music & travel. WLTM F for f/
ship, maybe more. Mids. Box 995634 
GENUINE, CARING
Single parent, boyish F, 52, enjoys the 
gym, fishing, playing pool, nights in/
out. Seeks honest F for f/ship, maybe 
more. Swindon. Box 750860 
SOCIABLE & MUSICAL
F, 21, seeks F for f/ship. Loves cosy 
nights in, games, reading, music, going 
out with friends, playing & singing 
music. Coventry. Box 148415 
BLONDE, BLUE-EYED
F, 61, enjoys bird watching, walking, 
music & cooking. WLTM sincere F 
soulmate to share good times & to be 
a good friend. S Mancs. Box 568152 
SPORTY, MEDIC
F, 30, looking for some causal fun with 
the right F. WLTM the type of girl who 
can fill that void in my life. Scotland. 
Box 311544 
BLONDE, SINCERE
F, late 50s, young in looks, heart & 
mind, enjoys travel & places of interest. 
WLTM F with similar take on life. 
Belfast. Box 898610 
THOUGHTS BECOME THINGS
Honest & caring F, 47, boyish, seeks 
feminine F. Come see the world with 
me. Clwyd. Box 196176 * DV 196176
SINCERE, LOVING, THOUGHTFUL
F, 61, passionate about plants & 
gardens, enjoys walking, dogs/cats, 
cooking & quiet times. Seeks similar F 
for LTR. S Ldn. Box 379461 

FLOWER IN SUMMER
F, 50, likes the garden. Seeks F, similar 
age. If you are interested, I would like 
to meet you. W Yorks. Box 662908 
CHATTY, SINCERE
F, 53, enjoys socialising, walking, the 
pictures, theatre & meeting new 
people. WLTM F. Lancs. Box 943260 * 
DV 943260
FRIENDSHIP FIRST
Gay F, 53, 5’5”, medium build, hoping 
to meet new friends, hopefully that 
special F for a few laughs & socialising 
with. Mancs. Box 395914 
SLIM, WITTY
F, 49, blue eyes, attractive, 5’6’’, 
genuine, likes theatre, dinner, 
conversation & sports. WLTM F to 
laugh & click with. Essex. Box 157818 
* DV 157818
MEET, CHAT & HAVE FUN
Genuine, sincere F, 64. WLTM F, 60-65, 
for fun, outings & possibly more. Leeds. 
Box 443431 * DV 443431
AFFECTIONATE, CARING, POSITIVE
F, 50s, SOH & integrity, loves 
countryside, animals. WLTM fem F, 
50s, to share love & happiness on life’s 
exciting journey. Surrey. Box 178830 
PERFECT DAY WITH YOU
Stylish, fem black F, 43, looking for 
non-scene F companion. Essex. Box 
150999 
FEMININE
F, 51, enjoys most things including 
cinema & meals. WLTM nice, genuine 
F & hopefully that someone special. 
Gloucs. Box 975380 * DV 975380
QUITE BOYISH
F, 47, 5’6”, likes to talk, not into the 
scene, into complimentary therapies 
& days out. WLTM F for f/ship, maybe 
more. Bradford. Box 909633 * DV 
909633
SLIM, DARK-HAIRED
F, 42, GSOH, enjoys the coast, horror & 
comedy films, seeks non-butch F, 35-45, 
for good times. Tyne & Wear. Box 
726173 * DV 726173
SPIRITUAL, SINCERE
F, 38, single mum, likes travel & writing. 
Seeks F for coffee, chats, possibly 
intimacy & more. Co. Down. Box 
861404 * DV 861404
SINCERE, QUIET
F, 61, GSOH, has two dogs, seeks F for 
good f/ship & further. Omagh/Co. 
Tyrone. Box 660622 * DV 660622
MAYBE MORE
Outgoing F, 35, medium build, loves 
life, seeking F of any age for fun, 
maybe more. Lancs/Merseyside. Box 
945612 * DV 945612
SINGLE LESBIAN
In her 30s seeks British/Asian or 
mixed-race single bi/lesbian girlfriend, 
19-40. Coventry, B’ham or W. Mids. Box 
952234 * DV 952234

HONEST, CARING
Kind, loving F, 62, n/s, likes cinema, 
theatre, walks, dogs & nature. WLTM 
F with similar interests, for LTR. Kent. 
Box 112412 * DV 112412
KIND, SENSITIVE
F, 46, likes meals out, cinema, shopping 
& the seaside. Seeks caring, honest, 
reliable F for f/ship & r/ship. Essex. Box 
609985 * DV 609985
VERY OUTGOING
F, 40s, slim, 5’6”, red hair, blue eyes, 
WLTM F for fun times, maybe more. 
Swansea. Box 757493 
FRIENDLY, OUTGOING
F, 66, likes holidays, animals & meals 
out. Seeks nice F, 65-72, to meet up 
with & have a chat. Oldham. Box 
438505 
CUDDLY, BUBBLY
F, 44, 5’’7’, loving, with big heart. 
Seeks similar, honest, kind F. W Mids. 
Box 874664 
CONTACT ME
Butch F 54. Enjoys walks in the 
country, meals out, poetry & theatre. 
Seeks like-minded F. Mancs. Box 
515033 * DV 515033
A GREAT NIGHT OUT
F, 31, enjoys travel, cinema, playing pool 
& bowling, looking for like-minded 
F for f/ship. Cardiff/Bridgend. Box 
572639 
FOOTSTEPS ON THE DANCEFLOOR
F, 57, 5’3’’, dark hair, likes car boots, 
reading, holidays & socialising. Seeks F 
for f/ship, r/ship. Mancs. Box 888408 
QUIET, SINCERE
F, 23, likes a few drinks out, seeks 
lovely F for fun times & a reason to be. 
Ayrs. Box 357879 
SINCERE, HAPPY
F, 50s, likes gardens & travel. Seeks 
nice F for something intimate. Belfast. 
Box 372189 
AFFECTIONATE, CARING
F, 51, seeks genuine, similar F for f/ship 
& maybe more. Belfast. Box 357756 * 
DV 357756
LOVES HAVING A LAUGH
Gay F, 42, loves socialising, seeks F for 
fun, f/ship & hopefully r/ship. Mancs. 
Box 588840 * DV 588840
SEEKING MS RIGHT
Single, bi F, 57, attractive & full figured. 
Seeks F, similar age, for fun times. 
Cotswolds. Box 283751 * DV 283751
FRIENDLY, HONEST
F, 24, student, seeks F for f/ship & 
intimacy. Cardiff. Box 599721 
BI-CURIOUS BUXOM
F, 52, size 18, seeks bisexual, or curious 
F, 50-65, for f/ship & fun times. Hull. 
Box 417395 * DV 417395
HONEST, FUN
F, 43, likes socialising & lots of laughter. 
Seeks F for great r/ship. Mancs. Box 
741884 

THROUGH THE MIST
Attractive F, 52, 5’5”, hazel eyes, seeks 
F for f/ship & r/ship. Glocs. Box 145226 
BIG & BEAUITFUL
F, 49, big heart, fun, seeks F to be her 
soul mate. B’ham. Box 400696 
GENUINE, FUN-LOVING
F, 52, likes cinema, nights in & out. 
Seeks F for fun times & possible r/ship. 
Mancs. Box 523480 * DV 523480
LOVELY
F, 27, seeks similar F for f/ship, fun & 
more. Wrexham. Box 620424 
HONEST, SENSUAL
F, 63, 5’8”, medium build, seeks similar 
F for good r/ship. Ldn. Box 584603 
SINCERE, GAY
F, 36, seeks gay F for f/ship, nights out, 
meals out, etc. Rhyl. Box 163669 
LIFE, LOVE & HAPPINESS
Sincere, loving F, 56, seeks lovely, 
laid-back, feminine F to share life, love 
& happiness. Exeter. Box 623594 * 
DV 623594
MUSIC LOVER
Fun, outgoing F, 41. Seeks F for nights 
in/out, socialising & cinema. Mancs. 
Box 291609 
SLIM, FEMININE
Bi F, 48, seeks similar F for fun, f/ship 
& maybe more. Central Mancs. Box 
301282 * DV 301282
HONEST, EAGER
F, 43, seeks F for long-term, lasting r/
ship. Darlington. Box 204027 
GENUINE, FUN
F, 45, seeks F for socialising, laughter 
& r/ship. Mancs. Box 498200 * DV 
498200
EASY-GOING, NICE
F, 45, likes a laugh & socialising. Seeks 
F for fun & possible r/ship. Mancs. Box 
789818 * DV 789818
BOYISH SINGLE PARENT
F, 52, enjoys the gym, fishing, pool, 
nights in/out, seeks honest F, similar 
age, for f/ship, maybe more. Swindon. 
Box 271087 * DV 271087
AMIABLE, HONEST
F, 45, seeks genuine F for good f/ship 
& r/ship. Slough. Box 188074 
SENSUAL, HONEST
F, 52, medium build, seeks F for good 
times, maybe more. Soton. Box 
499883 
GENUINE, FRIENDLY
F, 75, non-drinker, seeks F companion, 
GSOH, with car, for cinema, good food 
& more. Devon. Box 828190 
BABYFACED FEMALE
Lonely F, 37, seeks mixed race F for 
good lasting r/ship & shared future. 
Coventry. Box 100798 * DV 100798
LOVING, LOYAL, FAITHFUL
F, 42, n/s, enjoys all the good things 
in life, seeks F, 36-48, for f/ship, fun 
times & maybe more. Devon. Box 
868555 * DV 868555

NO STRINGS
MUSIC TO MY EARS
F, 35, easy-going, loves life & likes 
music. WLTM F, local area, for sexy 
fun & f/ship. Merseyside Box 113991 
* DV 113991
CALL ME FOR CHATS
F, 21, into thongs & bras. WLTM a new 
girlfriend to see what underwear you 
like. NW. Box 765602 
FUN FEMALE WANTED
F, 25, skinny, long blonde hair, green 
eyes. WLTM F to chat with & have fun 
with. SW Ldn. Box 121981 
A DEEP CONVERSATION
Petite F, 34, size 36C, blonde hair. 
Would like to have fun on the phone 
with the right F. Call me. Gloucs. Box 
912869 
GIVE ME A CALL
F, 21. Looking for genuine people. 
WLTM F. Ldn. Box 285171 
GENUINE, FRIENDLY
F, 50, 5’5”, likes DIY, cats & cooking. 
Seeks nice F for fun & f/ship. Ldn. Box 
101823 * DV 101823
ATTRACTIVE, BISEXUAL
F, 60s, has a partner, seeks similar, 
bisexual lady for adult fun & f/ship. 
N. Surrey/Middx. Box 812077 
FEMALES RULE!
F, 22, seeks F for great times. B’ham. 
Box 556726 
SPECIAL, WARM PERSON
F, 51, likes culture, theatre, socialising, 
not a big drinker, seeks F for good 
times, socialising & intimacy. 
Edinburgh. Box 143401 * DV 143401

JUST FRIENDS
CHAT, COFFEE, LAUGHTER & F/SHIP
F, 54, (26 in head), seeks honest & 
kind friends, who like animals, music, 
reading, films & more. Kent/SE. Box 
936002 * DV 936002
COVERSATION & LAUGHS
Sincere F, 44, into food, cinema & drinks. 
Looking to put a group together of like 
minded F’s, 35-55, for f/ship. Sheffield. 
Box 210859 * DV 210859
HONEST, FRIENDLY
F couple, 46, love music & meals out. 
Seeks like-minded F friends for nights out 
in Glasgow. Box 282737 * DV 282737

Customer Services:
Dating FAQs & Advice Line
0906 200 1036
Calls cost £1.10/min plus network extras
Complaints & Service Provider 
0330 333 6946
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I think you should do some 
research on the trans com-
munity. Genderqueer comes 
under that umbrella term. As 
for labels... do you need one? 
Love is not labelled in my eyes, 
but I can tell you from first-
hand experience in a similar 
situation that our harshest 
critic is ourself. Have you spo-
ken to your partner about this? 

Your communication with each 
other is so important because 
you are both on a journey. If 
you have an LGBTQI service 
near you, it might be a good 
idea to have chat to them, just 
because it’s a safe place and 
everyone there will have some 
experience of the situation you 
are in... and that helps loads.
Lysa Michelle Lyth 

NO
 PR

OB
LE

M

DIVA editor Jane Czyzselska is a qualified 
integrative counsellor, registered with the 
BACP. Jane cannot offer individual responses 
or answer every single question. Please note 
that by submitting your question to Jane at 
edit@divamag.co.uk, (putting No Problem 
in the subject line) you are giving your 
permission for her to use your question as 
the basis of her next column, and your story 
will be shared on Facebook for advice from 
readers. Jane may not be able to tell you 
that she is using your question, but will try to 
email you the reply if she does. All questions 
will be kept anonymous and key details 
and facts may be changed to protect your 
identity. You can find out more about Jane’s 
counselling services at shoreditchtherapy.com

IF YOU’VE 
GOT ISSUES, 

WE CAN HELP

READERS’ REPLIES

IF MY PARTNER’S NO LONGER A LESBIAN, 
WHAT DOES THAT MAKE ME?
Dear  Jane,
I’m writing because I’m not sure 
where to turn. I’ve been with my 
partner for 10 years and I’ve been 
a lesbian for more than I care to 
remember, and soon found lesbian 
community at university, so I’m 
finding it hard to deal with the fact 
that my partner, who was assigned 
female at birth, has recently told me 
that they want me to use the “they” 
pronoun and that they are “gender-
queer”. I don’t really understand this 
and I feel sad about the loss of my 
formerly female-identified partner. 
It makes me worried because I hear 
about so many formerly-female peo-
ple who are no longer “women”. I am 
trying to get my head around it but 
I mourn the loss of my female lover, 
the ally who I felt I shared so much 
with. And I mourn the loss of lesbian 
spaces, almost as if the safe space we 
women shared in common is being 
changed and I have no control over 
it. What does my partner changing 
mean for me? Can I still call myself 
a lesbian? I’m confused. I have trans 
friends and colleagues and if my 
partner was trans-ing it might even 
be more simple. Can you help?
Confused

Dear Confused,
Anecdotally, I am hearing a lot of 
lesbians worrying about what it means 
for them now that some of us from 
this historically invisibilised group of 
women-who-love-women are now ask-
ing people to use the pronoun “they” 
instead of “she”. One of the many 
limitations of binary thinking is the 
way it positions and fixes one person’s 
gender or sexual identity in relation to 

the other’s. Although we are relational 
beings we are inter-dependent, and 
yet in a sense we’re conditioned to be 
co-dependent: what or how you are 
determines how and who I am. That 
is to say, binary hetero-normativity 
dictates that if you’re non-normative, 
ie gay or lesbian or bi, then you must 
identify as such and so must your part-
ner. For some this works but for others 
not so much. Is it possible for you to 
retain your identity as a lesbian and be 
with your partner as they are, respect-
ing their need to be themself? You 
are a person – not an identity – who is 
with a person who, although they are 
in the process of newly identifying and 
owning themselves, is also not merely 
an identity. I get the lesbian or queer 
women-only space vibe, I really do. 
There’s something very special about 
the way we can go about our business 
without the fear or threat of violence, 
without objectification, but to me gen-
der-queer folk belong in this tribe, as 
do trans women. I’m interested in the 
loss you speak of. It sounds like you 
really need to honour it, spend some 
time with the loss, maybe through 
meditation or even going on a retreat 
where you can dwell on exactly what it 
is that you feel you’re losing, why is it a 
loss, what can the loss make space for? 
Allow yourself to grieve whatever you 
need to, and see if you can listen to the 
loss your partner feels when they were 
not living as they felt was most true. 
The loss they fear at the thought of 
a future they might never have. What 
you’re going through sounds tough for 
both of you but if you can both listen 
with compassion to each other’s fears 
and hopes, you will find the right path 
to move beyond this.
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When I first found out I was going to 
be a parent, I was elated. I thought I 
was doing the thing that all men are 
born to do. However, after the initial 
excitement, fear set in. 

You see, I’ve always felt that I was 
a female. My throwing myself into a 
male life was my way of hiding from 
this pain. I also realised that if I were 
going to be a good parent, I would 
have to bury those feelings even 
further.

After holding my daughter for the 
first time, negative feelings started to 
sink in. In sharing this, I hope you will 
understand a little of what it is like for 
someone who is transgender; living a 
lie – and how it feels when you hold 
your child for the first time. 

I was envious of the fact that she 
was going to grow up to be everything 
I wanted to be. Her being assigned 
female at birth (AFAB), whereas I was 
assigned male at birth (AMAB), meant 
that I saw her as someone who was 
going to get the chance to grow up 
expressing femininity in a way I’d been 
unable to. 

I have considered the possibility 
of her having issues with her gender 
identity in the future, as someone 
AFAB, and it’s a topic we do speak of 
occasionally. Currently she feels that 
she’s a girl, and has never displayed 
signs of gender dysphoria.

We do talk around the issue of 
LGBTQI and gender identity from time 
to time. I’m so immensely proud of the 
fact that she’s so understanding about 
heteronormative ideals of gender and 
sexuality. The main thing I have always 
emphasised to her is the importance of 
being true to herself.

My little girl has always been a 
daddy’s girl and despite me being 
a transgender lesbian, that hasn’t 
changed. 

“I will 
always be 
her dad 
because of 
who I was”

DEBBIE LOUISE 
CANNON IS A 
FATHER AND A 
TRANSGENDER 
LESBIAN

“ Acceptance is 
child’s play”

As she has grown up, our relation-
ship has always been close. Like me, 
she’s an empath; she has always been 
quick to pick up on people’s emotions.
It was about 14-18 months after the 
breakdown of my marriage that our 
daughter turned around to my ex and 
said, “Mummy – Daddy has moved out, 
but he’s still not happy”. 

You might ask if my decision to 
change and start living authentically 
has affected our relationship as a dad 
and daughter? Sure, it has – we’re 
closer, if anything, because of it.

My ex was, and still is, very support-
ive of us maintaining contact. I know 
that I’m blessed, as many transgender 
parents don’t have exes as supportive 
as I do.

The first time I introduced my then 
seven-year-old daughter to Debbie, I 
did it in a way that I thought she would 
be able to accept. She helped me to 
choose the outfit I was going to wear 
– I even showed her the wig that I wore 
at that time.

We Skyped, as it was the easiest 
thing to do – and as soon as I came 
on camera, she broke down. After 30 
minutes of talking with the camera off, 
she came back onto the camera and 
realised that it was still me.

The first time she met Debbie in the 
flesh, it was facilitated by professionals 
who support families with transgender 
people. I can honestly say I have never 
been so nervous in my life.  

She opened the door and ran 
across the room, jumping into my 
lap, calling me Daddy. We were both 
laughing and crying. In that moment, 
she proved that she would accept me 
for who I was.

As time has progressed we’ve spent 
more time together; we’ve found our-
selves in more social situations. 

She always calls me Dad. It never 

bothers me. I always will be her dad 
because of who I was, and I’m fine with 
that. (I do insist she calls me D or Deb-
bie when we use the toilets together. 
Could you imagine her calling me Dad 
in the female toilets? I shudder to 
think of the kind of reaction we would 
receive.)

Since then, she has been to Bourne-
mouth and seen me in my new life 
– now 11, she has met my new friends, 
and she sees how happy I am now.

I recall a very speficic moment about 
18 months ago. She said she loved Deb-
bie more than the old me. I told her that 
was lovely, and she didn’t have to say 
that. I asked her why – she said, “I do, 
because you’re happier now”.

This showed me – more than any-
thing – that acceptance is child’s play. 

One thing that I hope I have given 
her in all of this? It’s the message that 
the most important thing you can be is 
be yourself.  
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Rhoda Meek is an IT 
consultant and designer 
with a social media ad-
diction, a crochet habit, 
a RaspberryPi and two 
left feet.
wodieskodie.com
@wodieskodie
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YOUR CURRENT 

GEEKY OBSESSION?
LET ME KNOW!

GEEK@DIVAMAG.
CO.UK

digital flow
IS IT TIME YOUR PERIOD WENT HIGH-TECH? RHODA MEEK INVESTIGATES

Got the decorators in? Riding the crimson 
wave? Chatting with Aunty Flo?
No matter what I do or how old I get, my 
period remains a surprise. I have tried 
marking the calendar and keeping a diary 
but still it sneaks up every time.
No more. I have assembled a range of 
gadgets and apps to make your monthly 
visit a breeze. You can even hack your 
period to get stats, should you so wish…

THINX
If the “ick factor” of menstrual cups is just 

too much, what about Thinx? Thinx are 
high-tech pants. They’re moisture-

wicking, anti-microbial, 
absorbent, and leak-resistant, 
so you’ll never leak through 

your undies again. White skirts 
FTW! They’re also genius for those 

days when you think your period is com-
ing but you aren’t really sure and don’t 
want to mess up a pair of underwear. Or, 
the spotting and breakthrough bleeding 
that sometimes happens when you’re on 
birth control. Thinx just get thrown right 
in the wash!
I was seriously impressed to discover they 
do a line of boyshorts pants too. Find out 
more at shethinx.com.

LOONCUP
First, we need to talk. Have you ever heard of a Mooncup? If yes, 
great, feel free to jump to the next paragraph. If not, let me 
explain. A Mooncup is a £20, re-usable, body-safe silicone men-
strual cup which you can use in place of tampons or towels. Some 
people love it, some people hate it and some people are quite 
frankly freaked out by the thought of cleaning it. Regardless, the 
Mooncup has some high-tech 
competition.
Enter, the Looncup: it’s 
connected to an app on your 
smartphone, which will tell 
you in real-time how full your 
cup is, when it’s time to empty 
it, and the volume at which 
you’re fl owing. The fuller your 
menstrual cup, the more alerts 
you’ll get. It also claims to help 
detect gynecological problems 
by monitoring the colour of 
the blood. Just imagine how 
interesting your Facebook posts 
could get… 
It is not on sale yet, but the 
Kickstarter hit its goal last year, 
and you can get added to the 
pre-order list at  tinyurl.com/
DIVALooncup. I’m *almost* 
looking forward to a high-tech 
period.

THINX
If the “ick factor” of menstrual cups is just 

too much, what about Thinx? Thinx are 

days when you think your period is com-
ing but you aren’t really sure and don’t 
want to mess up a pair of underwear. Or, 
the spotting and breakthrough bleeding 

AND
FINALLY...
Are you still lacking a 
depth of emoji in your 

life? Try the vagina 
emoji from Flirtmoji. 
No, I’m not kidding.

fl irtmoji.co

the spotting and breakthrough bleeding 
that sometimes happens when you’re on 
birth control. Thinx just get thrown right 
in the wash!
I was seriously impressed to discover they 
do a line of boyshorts pants too. Find out 
more at shethinx.com

the spotting and breakthrough bleeding 
that sometimes happens when you’re on 
birth control. Thinx just get thrown right 
in the wash!
I was seriously impressed to discover they 
do a line of boyshorts pants too. Find out 
more at 

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT
Absentminded? Use Tampon Minder to make sure you don’t forget 

about your tampon. tamponminder.com 
Try Period Tracker to keep track – it calculates the average length 
of your last three cycles, so it can more accurately predict the date 
your fl ow will show. Free on Android and iOS. 

| THE GEEK |
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27.02
HIGHLAND FLING
Eden Court Theatre, Inverness
Join the Highland LGBT Writers Group for 
an evening of readings, music and a wee 
dram to celebrate LGBT History Month.
eden-court.co.uk

Until 5.03
PENCIL CASE
Project Ability, Glasgow
This exhibition of portraits represents the 
culmination of a project that saw Tanya 
Raabe-Webber working with Project 
Ability during the international summit 
for learning disability artists and their 
supported studios. Lively and sensitive 
character studies.
tinyurl.com/DIVAProjectAbility

2.03
KHAN’T GET YOU OUT
OF MY HEAD
RVT, London
Do you live in London? Will you be voting 
for the next Mayor? Are you serious about 
Sidiq, crazy about Khan? Get out and 
show the city you mean business at this 
fundraising jolly for LGBTQI supporters of 
the Labour hopeful.
LABIAS FOR LABOUR! YES WE KHAN!
tinyurl.com/DIVAKhan

8-13.03
WOW FESTIVAL
Southbank Centre, London
Countless morsels of fi bre optic inspira-
tion to get your chops round at this year’s 
WOW Festival including: graphic novels, 
speed mentoring, Polari with the wonder-
ful Mari Hannah aaaaaand noted lez/bi 
magazine DIVA and UK Black Pride hosting 
a debate on race and sexuality! Cripes!
wow.southbankcentre.co.uk/whats-on

8.03
OH LORDE!
Chisenhale Gallery, London
Selected by artist Park McArthur, a screen-

3.03
LADY LESHURR
Rescue Rooms, Nottingham
Although she’s only been on the scene for a minute, Lady Leshurr is fi nally getting 
the plaudits she deserves. Don’t miss the talented MC on her Queen Of The Scene 
tour this March.
@LadyLeshurr

February /
 March

LEARN 
TO BOX 
OR THINK 
OUTSIDE THE 
BOX – DIVA’S 
DIARY IS 
PACKED WITH 
GOOD STUFF 
THIS MONTH

DIARY

WHAT’S 
ON 
WHERE 
YOU 
ARE?
Send your listings to
dora@divamag.co.uk

For weekly listings,
visit divamag.co.uk
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18.03
SO YOU 
WANNA BE A 
BOXER?
John Paul 
Academy, 
Glasgow
Knockout is a com-
munity boxing club 
for anyone identify-
ing as lesbian/gay/
bisexual/trans. Learn 
to box or improve 
on existing skills. 
Optional sparring 
at end of session. 
Beginners welcome.
facebook.com/
knockoutglasgow

This multiple artist exhibition will explore contemporary 
depictions of women writing her self, outside the tradition 
of the “male gaze”. Includes work from Edgar Modern 
artists Henrietta Dubrey, Roxana Halls (pictured), Toni 
Cogdell, and Rachael Read (Rain), as well as several excit-
ing guest artists.
edgarmodern.com

ing of the documentary Audre Lorde, 
The Berlin Years 1984 -1992 refl ects the 
infl uence of Lorde as a radical feminist, 
writer and advocate for social justice on 
McArthur’s work. The fi lm also refl ects 
Lorde’s battle with terminal cancer and 
the network of support that surrounded 
her at this time.
tinyurl.com/DIVALordeFilm

10.03
LGBT FOSTERING AND 
ADOPTION
At-Bristol, Bristol
Meet LGBT foster carers and adopters as 
well as adoption and fostering professionals 
at this informal get-together; a chance to 
fi nd out everything you want to know.
fi rst4adoption.org.uk/event/lgbt-
adoption-fostering-event-bristol 

11.03
NON-BINARY BEATS
Wharf Chambers, Leeds
Ravioli Me Away tour their new album. 
Weirdos rejoice. Post-punk, overt pop and 
new wave scraps converge pleasingly. 
Mutant disco for the queer of mind and 
large of soul. 
tinyurl.com/DIVARavioli

12-13.03
SUGAR & SPICE
LGBT Foundation, Manchester
Sugar & Spice is Manchester’s annual 
celebration of International Women’s 
Day for lesbian and bi women. This FREE 
festival features workshops, networking, 
discussions, socialising, wellness activities, 
crafts, food and lots of fun!
tinyurl.com/DIVASugarSpice16

12.03
#SURROUND YARLS WOOD
Yarls Wood Immigration Removal 
Centre, Bedfordshire
No human is illegal. Join Movement For 
Justice as they #SurroundYarlsWood 
female detention centre and add people 
power to the campaign to eradicate 
women’s detention centres FOR GOOD. 
tinyurl.com/DIVAYarlsWood

17-18.03
THE SISSY’S PROGRESS
Toynbee Studios, London
Nando Messias was beaten up on the 
street behind Toynbee Studios in an act of 
homophobic hatred. After years of dream-
ing up his response, he presents The 
Sissy’s Progress, a spectacle of provoca-
tion, celebration and hyperfl amboyance. 
tinyurl.com/DIVASissy

23.03
Q FOR QUESTIONING
The Queer Forum, Manchester
The Queer Forum is an event where 
volunteer speakers give short talks of up 
to 15 minutes on a subject of their choos-
ing. Past subjects have included activism, 
Vito Russo, gender and sound, a queer 
experience of family dementia, trans life 
modelling and queer Muslim life.
tinyurl.com/DIVAQueerForum

25.03
SHESUS SAVES!
The Glory, London
Sometimes death is the only option – just 
make sure that on your way out, you 
make a serious fuss. A story of self-love, 
lunacy and bu� ets. Come and be touched 
by Shesus, both inside and out.
tinyurl.com/DIVAShesus 

29.03
HOW MANY GENDERS ARE 
THERE?
Banshee Labyrinth, Edinburgh
Professor William Naphy’s investigates 
cultures that historically recognise more 
than two genders. The talk will suggest 
that these traditional understandings 
of gender are being eroded by Western 
binary concepts of sexuality and gender.
tinyurl.com/DIVAManyGenders

This multiple artist exhibition will explore contemporary 
depictions of women writing her self, outside the tradition 
of the “male gaze”. Includes work from Edgar Modern 
artists Henrietta Dubrey, Roxana Halls (
Cogdell, and Rachael Read (Rain), as well as several excit-
ing guest artists.
edgarmodern.comUn
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SUBSCRIBE NOW AT
DIVASUB.CO.UK

For additional exclusive 
video content every 
month, why not buy 

the digital issue at
DIVADIGITAL.CO.UK

NEXT ISSUE
DOWNLOAD IT ON 18 MARCH
IN SHOPS ON 24 MARCH

 98 MARCH 2016

WEDDING
FOCUS
How to make your big day
one to remember

PLUS   BI VS PAN  |  COMING OUT AS INTERSEX  |  WHY DOES BRITISH LAW FAIL LESBIANS?  |  DATING AS A DISABLED LESBIAN    
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FREE TO JOIN   
LOGIN WITH FACEBOOK  
GOLD MEMBERSHIP FOR JUST £5.95
WWW.DIVADATE.CO.UK

DIVADATE

“Just a little 
message to say 

thank you, you put 
me in touch with 
one of the most 

amazing women 
I’ve ever met”

“I joined, met the love 
of my life within a week 

and 3 years on we’re 
getting married. All 

thanks to DIVA Date!”

TESTIMONIALS
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women      cancer

actionforcharity

RIDE   THE 
NIGHT

Cycle 100km through London 
at night and raise funds to 

fi ght women’s cancers.

28 MAY 2016

Registered Charity Nos:  Breast Cancer Care: 1017658/ SC038104, Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust: 1133542/SC041236, Ovarian Cancer Action: 1109743/SC043478. Women V Cancer is established under the Charities Aid Foundation Charity No. 268369

    ction 
for charity

l i f e c h a n g i n g e v e n t s  

TO TAKE PART YOU NEED TO PAY A REGISTR ATION FEE OF £39 AND R AISE MINIMUM SPONSORSHIP OF £199.

For more information and to register online:

www.ridethenight.co.uk
01590 677854

events@actionforcharity.co.uk

PLACES 
LIMITED
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