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NEPTUNE SUITE
Who says smartwatches are the way forward for wearables? 

T3 thinks crowdfunded Canadian newbie Neptune's Android Lollipop-powered 

ecosystem is a potential mould breaker. Its brain is the Neptune Hub – a quad-core-

powered wrist cuff with 3G, Wi-Fi, GPS and Bluetooth. This controls a suite 

comprising the 5-inch Pocket Screen; the tablet-like, 10-inch Tab Screen; a wireless 

keyboard that can connect to the Tab Screen; earbuds and an HDMI dongle, enabling 

you to take control of any compatible screen. In short, the Neptune Suite is a seamless 

computing experience controlled from your wrist. It may just catch on… 

Price: US$899 Out: February 2016 

URL: getneptune.com

New tech with the power to dent the universe

P R E S E N T S…

GameChanger
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Introducing the all-new Australian T3 is 
something I’ve been looking forward to for some 
time. Now it’s here, all bright and shiny like a 
freshly unboxed smartphone, and it’s my privilege 
to guide you through the killer features this 
next generation of tech magazine has in store.
So what’s different about the reimagined T3? 

Well, just about everything. To start, you have 
four exciting new sections: T3 Hype, T3 Agenda, 
T3 Select and T3 Elite. In T3 Hype (p16), you’ll 
find cutting edge new gadgets, T3 Agenda (p31) 
outlines seven tech adventures for you to tackle 
every issue (I highly recommend driving the Tesla 
Model S), T3 Select (p79) delivers the expert 
reviews and recommendations you expect from T3, 
with a focus on helping you to buy only the very 
best kit, and T3 Elite (p91) takes this even 
further by bringing the ultimate buyer’s guide to 
you every single issue.
But that’s just the beginning. In order to hit 

the ground running with the all-new T3, we wanted 
to help you upgrade every aspect of your life 
(we’re generous like that). So, from p64 you’ll 
find a host of ways to make life that much 
sweeter. Whether listening to your favourite 
song, pouring yourself a beer, or taking the car 
for a spin, we’ve found the tech that’ll help you 
do it better (or at least make it more enjoyable).
Finally, it would be wrong of me not to welcome 

Nick Broughall back into the T3 fold. As a former 
editor of this very mag and current editor over 
at our favourite website, TechRadar, Nick knows 
tech like Adam Goodes knows footy. This issue he 
was kind enough to share his views on certain 
Oculus Rift developments that broke just as we 
went to print. You can find his thoughts on p27. 
Enjoy the all-new T3.

Editor’s letter

Rob Edwards, Editor
rob.edwards@futurenet.com

ISSUE 168 / AUGUST 2015 

Welcome to the new and 
improved Australian T3, 
bringing you the very best 
tech for every part of your life!

Discover 
more great 
ways to  
enjoy T3…

Digital edition 

 The iPad edition of 

T3 features a raft of fresh 

content, including video 

and interactive articles. 

T3 is also available on 

Android devices.

TechRadar.com/au 
 You’ll fi nd more of our 

team’s thoughts on tech, 

along with the latest news, 

reviews and features at our 

sister site TechRadar.com/au.

do it better (or at least make it more enjoyable).
Finally, it would be wrong of me not to welcome 

Nick Broughall back into the T3 fold. As a former Nick Broughall back into the T3 fold. As a former 
editor of this very mag and current editor over 
at our favourite website, TechRadar, Nick knows 
tech like Adam Goodes knows footy. This issue he 
was kind enough to share his views on certain 
Oculus Rift developments that broke just as we 
went to print. You can find his thoughts on p27. TechRadar.com/au
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031   AGENDA
Get a taste for new tech and 
give your life an adrenaline 
shot with seven amazing 
adventures you can take part 
in this month

038   24 HOURS WITH 
THE APPLE WATCH
Now that all hype’s died down 
and we’ve returned to our 
normal routines, what’s life 
actually like with Apple latest 
piece of kit?

048  TODAY’S TOP 
SMARTPHONE
Apple, HTC and Samsung go 
head-to-head in the ultimate 
test as we select your next 
phone for you

058  COMPLETE 
GUIDE TO MULTI-
ROOM AUDIO
No matter your budget, 
you’ll be able to turn your 
home into the perfect 
listening environment 
with our helpful guide

064  UPDATE YOUR LIFE
Become the best possible 
version of yourself through 
tech, whether it’s in the 
entertainment, cooking, 
motoring or grooming arenas

074   THE FUTURE OF 
IN-CAR TECH
As our lives become more 
connected, so our in-car 
experience is going to get 
a complete face-lift  

Features

     064
UPDATE YOUR LIFE

An inspirational look 
at the best tech today, 
from automotive gear   
to grooming essentials

Contents
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MULTI-ROOM AUDIO

Your dream home 
music setup is within 
reach thanks to our 
in-depth primer
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PREVIEW
Astell&Kern wows with its 

everyman hi-res player, 
plus TomTom’s GoPro killer, 
Recon’s new HUD and more!

026
STYLE

� e top techie trainers 
chosen specially for you by T3’s  

in-house fashion experts

027
TALKING TECH

Oculus Rift’s commercial 
launch – Nick Broughall 

promises it’s worth getting 
excited about
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INTRODUCING THE BEST 
BUYER’S GUIDE KNOWN TO MAN

From smartphones to 
tablets, and cameras to 
wearables, our selection 
of the very best tells you 
what to buy right now!
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR 
THE VERY BEST TECH 
AVAILABLE TODAY, YOU’VE 
DEFINITELY COME TO THE 
RIGHT PLACE. 

T3 Elite is the best gadget-
buying guide you’ll encounter. To 
create it, we’ve ruthlessly filtered all 
the categories that count, to bring 
you rock-solid recommendations. 

We’ve selected a Super Six of 
elite gear for each of the 

categories listed below. If 
something’s not included, we 
don’t rate it – it’s that simple. Each 
Super Six is ranked in order, so it’ll 
be easier for you to make an 
educated purchase.

And to ensure your next shopping 
trip as straightforward as possible, 
we’ve also included useful buying 
advice, so you’ll get exactly what 
you’re paying for the next time you 
open your wallet.  

Inside
92  Smartphones
92  Tablets  
93  TVs
93  TV streamers 
95  Laptops

95  Cameras 
96  Home audio
96  Headphones
97  Smartwatches
97  Fitness trackers

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
gadget news and 
reviews online at 
TechRadar,com/au

ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY 
CURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTS

p97

p92

p95

p96

ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY 
CURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTSCURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTSCURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTS

p92
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Could this be the next big 
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got a unique look… 

084
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Ultrabooks for travelling or 

crunching numbers

086
GAMES

We’ll tell you exactly what you 
should be playing right now

089
APPS

Choice selections from the 
worlds of Android and iOS for 

smartphones and tablets

090
ENTERTAINMENT

What to watch and listen to in 
the month ahead

086
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MBII I

A  PILOT ’S  WATCH SHOULD 
ENDURE EVERY THING 
THE PILOT DOES .

The Bremont MBIII is not like other pilot’s watches. It’s built in 
collaboration with British firm Martin-Baker, the pioneers of 
the ejection seat. 

At their test centre, the MBIII is strapped to the wrist of a crash-test 
dummy and shot out of the cockpit. Enduring forces of between 12G 
and 30G in the process. Then a vibration test simulates 30 years of 
continuous flying. 

But this doesn’t mean the MBIII is built for endurance at the expense 
of performance. It’s a beautifully-engineered mechanical chronometer 
with GMT functionality, certified 99.998% accurate by COSC, the 
official Swiss testing institute.

Available at: Gregory Jewellers, Sydney, 02 9233 3510 | Gregory Jewellers, Victoria, 03 9975 4640 | The Horologist, Perth, 0452 592 824
Vintage Watch Co, Brisbane Qld 4000, 07 32106722 | Wamada Jewellery, Sydney, 02 92818182 | Bremont.com
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20 Sony Bravia X93
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22 DJI PHantom 3 Pro
23 Surface 3
24 Nikon I J5
25 TomTom Bandit
26 Footwear
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So, what’s this, then?
Bringing luxury audio players 
to the masses, this portable 
high-res number will redefine 
your listening habits.

Sounds exciting. Tell me more!
The AK Jr appeals because 
of its 24-bit/192kHz high-res 
audio playback, and support 
of multiple file formats 
including DSD (direct stream 
digital), which some are 
hailing as the next big thing. 
Light, slim and encased in 
aluminium, A&K’s new device 
sports a side-mounted 
volume wheel and a 3.1-inch 

touchscreen. A&K’s engineers 
have also reduced the AK Jr’s 
output impedance to 2 ohms 
– 20 ohms fewer than previous 
model the AK 100 – leading 
to gains in sound fidelity.

How many songs can it hold?
The AK Jr has 64GB of internal 
memory, but it supports 
microSD cards of up to 64GB, 
meaning you can pack in 
128GB overall. Astell&Kern 
reckons that equates to 
around 1,250 high-resolution 
audio tracks. Sure, you may 
have to get picky about which 
remastered Led Zeppelin 

albums you fire onto it, but the 
difference in sound quality will 
more than make up for the cull. 

When can I buy it?
The AK Jr is available now.
 

$699, astellnkern.com 

Astell&Kern AK Jr

Vital stats

3.1 inches
The size of 
the AK Jr’s LCD 
touchscreen 

4.0
Bluetooth 4.0 
enables wireless 
streaming

24-bit/192kHz
The hi-res audio 

playback supported 
by the AK Jr

64GB
The internal 

storage. Another 
64GB can be added

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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have to get picky about which 

difference in sound quality will 
more than make up for the cull. 

The AK Jr is available now.

Vital stats

9 109 109



 AUGUST 2015  T3 17 Discover more at TechRadar.com/au

 Hype
ASTELL&KERN AK JR

ASTELL&KERN 
AK JR

ONE TO
WATCH!

SLEEK SOUND MACHINE
The AK Jr is slim and light, 
and Astell&Kern describes 
it as “like carrying a small 
concert in your pocket”

ROLL WITH IT
Operating the AK Jr is 
a smooth process, thanks 
to a textured aluminium 
volume wheel that 
rolls effortlessly 
beneath your thumb

HI-RES AUDIO
The AK Jr supports DSD 
(direct stream digital) 
files, while the 1.95V 
RMS headphones output 

aims to drive your cans 
more effectively

ROLL WITH IT
Operating the AK Jr is 
a smooth process, thanks 
to a textured aluminium 
volume wheel that 
rolls effortlessly 
beneath your thumb

SLEEK SOUND MACHINE

ROLL WITH IT
Operating the AK Jr is 
a smooth process, thanks 
to a textured aluminium 

TOUCH OF CLASS
The 3.1-inch LCD touchscreen 

offers a responsive 
interface, plus more room 

to display information 
about your music

 � e AK Jr 
brings luxury 
audio players 
to the masses



PREVIEW
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RECORDING OPTIONS
A selection of fast motion (up 
to 1200x in 4K/Full HD) and 
slow motion (up to 1/4x in HD) 
recording modes are guaranteed 
to inspire your creativity

Canon XC10
$3,499, canon.com.au

So, what's this?
A new Canon that's causing quite a 
stir. Capable of delivering 4K video 
and high quality stills, the XC10 is 
aimed at prosumers looking to 
move from SLR to 4K, as well as 
seasoned videographers looking for 
affordable 4K video production.

Sounds cool. How does it handle?
Canon reckons the XC10 is lighter 
than many of their DSLRs, making it 
a possibility for drone shoots. There 
are few physical controls on the 
camera, with most features 
accessed via the touchscreen, and 
the body has a rotating grip to 
support a variety of shooting 
styles. The tilting LCD panel means 
you can shoot from multiple angles, 
while built in Wi-Fi enables you to 
control the XC10 remotely via your 
smartphone, tablet or browser.

What does it shoot like?
The 1-inch sensor delivers high 
resolution, low noise images when 
switching between shooting video 
or 12-megapixel stills, and you can 
record in high quality slow motion 
or fast motion. In-keeping with 
Cinema EOS cameras the XC10 
offers gorgeous colour, while the 
10x optical zoom lens, complete 
with image stabilisation 
technology, helps you capture a 
range of images with just one lens.

Nice. When can I buy it?
The Canon XC10 is available now

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Vital stats
12-stop
The Wide Dynamic 
Range, providing 
vivid detail

27.3-3-273mm
The focal range, 
for sweeping shots 
and close ups

12MP
The maximum 

resolution of 
your stills

1-inch
The CMOS sensor.
High resolution, 
low noise images

REMOTE CONTROL
The XC10 is Wi-Fi compatible, 
enabling easy browsing and 
remote control of key features 
using your smartphone or tablet
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 Hype
CANON XC10 / OPPO R7

Oppo R7
and R7 Plus

2.5D DISPLAY
Oppo's 2.5D arc 
surface screen 
produces vivid colour 
(thanks to AMOLED 
technology) and its 
curved edges ensure 
it's both compact 
and resilient

$TBC, oppomobile.com.au

What the who?
You may not have heard of Oppo, 
but the mobile manufacturer is a 

big deal in its native China, as well 
as in East Asia, and the arrival of 

the R7 and R7 Plus signals its intent 
to push into Western markets. 

That means you guys, yo!

So what are they packing?
Both handsets sport a premium, 

slim metal unibody, punchy 
octa-core processor and 3GB of 

RAM, 13MP rear facing camera and 
8MP front snapper. The main 

difference lies in screen size with 
the R7 coming in at 5 inches, while 

the R7 Plus phablet packs a 
supersized 6-inch display. The R7 
Plus also has a bigger battery and 

more internal storage.

Can they impress me?
There's a fingerprint scanner to 
keep your secrets secure, plus 

fancy camera tech – dubbed “PI 
2.0+ Optimisation” – can produce 

super high resolution images up 
to 52MP in size. Yes, five two. 

The interface has been 
optimised for faster app 

loading, and there's a 
microSD slot for 

power users.

Will it fit in my pocket, 
though?

The Oppo R7 certainly will as 
it's just 6.5mm thick – making it 
effortlessly thin – and the 143x 

71mm dimensions means it should 
fit nicely in the hand too. 

Unsurprisingly the R7 Plus is 
slightly more portly at 7.75mm 

thick, but that's still pretty svelte.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

CANON XC10

Oppo R7
and R7 Plus

2.5D DISPLAY
Oppo's 2.5D arc 
surface screen 
produces vivid colour 
(thanks to AMOLED 
technology) and its 
curved edges ensure curved edges ensure 
it's both compact it's both compact it's both compact 
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$TBC, oppomobile.com.au

What the who?
You may not have heard of Oppo, 
but the mobile manufacturer is a 

big deal in its native China, as well 
as in East Asia, and the arrival of 

the R7 and R7 Plus signals its intent 
to push into Western markets. 

That means you guys, yo!

So what are they packing?
Both handsets sport a premium, 

slim metal unibody, punchy 
octa-core processor and 3GB of 

RAM, 13MP rear facing camera and 
8MP front snapper. The main 

difference lies in screen size with 
the R7 coming in at 5 inches, while 

the R7 Plus phablet packs a 
supersized 6-inch display. The R7 
Plus also has a bigger battery and 

more internal storage.

Can they impress me?
There's a fingerprint scanner to 
keep your secrets secure, plus 

fancy camera tech – dubbed “PI 
2.0+ Optimisation” – can produce 

super high resolution images up 
to 52MP in size. Yes, five two. 

The interface has been 
optimised for faster app 

loading, and there's a 

Will it fit in my pocket, 

The Oppo R7 certainly will as 
it's just 6.5mm thick – making it 
effortlessly thin – and the 143x effortlessly thin – and the 143x 

71mm dimensions means it should 
fit nicely in the hand too. 

Unsurprisingly the R7 Plus is 
slightly more portly at 7.75mm 

thick, but that's still pretty svelte.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
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Vital stats
92.3%
Metallic ratio of 
the body, machined 
from magnesium

Fingerprint 
scanner
Keep those saucy 
snaps safe!

1080p
Both Oppo R7 
models sport 

full HD displays

Flash 
charging

Two hours use from 
a 5 minute charge

MASSIVE POWER
With a barnstorming octa-core 
processor and huge 3GB of RAM, 
apps will load in a flash and 

games will run smoother than silk



PREVIEW
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Sony BRAVIA X93
$6,999 (65-inch), sony.com.au

It’s a new BRAVIA! What’s so great about it?
Well, it’s one of the first Sonys to run Android TV, 
Google’s much-hyped home-entertainment 
(film, TV, music and games) platform. 

OK. What can I watch with that?
Loads of stuff. Android TV alone features many 
apps, including Netflix – and yes, you can stream 
in 4K on this BRAVIA. But there are also the usual 
catch-up services built-in. 

What else can I do with it?
Using the PlayStation Now service, you can play 
PlayStation 3 games directly on the TV – there’s 
no need for a console. 

But what’s it like as a TV?
Very impressive. As well as being 4K, it features 
Sony’s new  X1 image processor, which analyses 
and upscales your source content to 4K. It can 
also play HDR content. Nice.

How big is it? Will it fit in my living room?
This 65-inch screen isn't the most modest 
around (170.6 x 91.1 x 29.2cm). So it will be 
better suited to your main lounge rather than 
your man cave.

When can I get one?
Sony assures us it will be available "soon" so 
we'd better start saving if we want to afford that 
$6,999 price tag.

Vital stats
3480 x 2160 
4K Ultra HD brings 
TV shows, films 
and games to life 

178
The recommended 
angle for optimum 
viewing enjoyment

360 degrees
The TV offers a 

powerful surround 
sound experience

 
Four

The number of HDMI 
sockets, boosting  
your connectivity

HIGH-RES AUDIO
As with many of 

Sony’s high-end products, 
the X93 range features 

high-res audio built 
in, so the TVs sound 
as good as they look

SLIMLINE SCREEN
This (very expensive) 65-inch panel's 
thickness comes in at 29.2cm when its 
stand is attached.
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Recon Jet
Vital stats

3D tech
A 3D accelerometer, 
gyroscope and 
magnetometer assure 
accurate readouts

1GHz
There’s a dual-core 
processor on board

8GB
The size of the 

Jet’s flash memory, 
for storing 

video and more

16:9 WQVGA
The resolution of 

the Jet’s HUD

BATTERY LIFE
The battery life is quoted 
at around four hours, but 
if you need longer you can 
swap in another battery 
en  route – they cost $60

CONNECTION SUITE
The glasses feature 
ANT+, Bluetooth Smart and 
Wi-Fi connectivity. Pair 
with your phone for caller 
ID and SMS notifications

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

US$699, reconinstruments.com

These look like Google Glass!
Yes, they do a bit, but the Recon Jet glasses 

are aimed squarely at runners and cyclists 
wanting to view data that’s relevant to their 

activity, and capture what they see in 
an unobtrusive manner – ie without 

wearing an action cam in a mount.

So, what do they do?
They’re loaded with software that’s tailored 

to cyclists and runners. You can see 
your performance data, such as pace/

distance, duration, ascent/descent 
and heart rate. You can also get 

smartphone notifications in your vision.

Can you talk to them?
They’ve got a built-in speaker and 

microphone, but you can’t currently 
speak to them. There will probably be 

some third-party app support soon.

So, you can get apps for them?
They currently work with Recon’s own 
Engage app, and will soon connect to 

apps such as IFTTT, Strava and 
Apple Health. The open SDK 

means that developers 
can write apps for them, 

so expect many more soon.

When can I get them?
Right now. Go!

 Hype
SONY BRAVIA X93 / RECON JET

ONE TO
WATCH!
RECON JET SMART

EYEWEAR
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DJI Phantom 3 
Professional
$2,349, dji.com

What’s this, then?
It’s a top-of-the-range drone for 
capturing aerial footage.

What can it do?
It can shoot stabilised 4K video and 
take 12-megapixel photos. It also 
features a Live HD view, which means 
you can see – via an app – what the 
drone is filming.

CAMERA CAPABILITY
The Phantom 3 Professional 
features a proprietary camera that 
can capture 4K video. The less 
expensive Phantom 3 Advanced 
($1,949) has a 1080p camera 

CONTROLLER OPTIONS
The dedicated Phantom controller 

enables you to strap in your mobile 
device and take complete control of 

the drone. It has an almost 2-kilometre 
range, enables you to start and stop 
recording, and will even take stills

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Where can I fly it?
The CASA (Civil Aviation Safety 
Authority) has rules on where you 
can and can’t fly drones. Drones 
with cameras must always be flown 
at least 30 metres away from 
a person, vehicle, building or 
structure. Before you start, visit 
casa.gov.au to read more.

How easy is it to fly?
DJI tells us that the Phantom 3 is 
easy – it has a dedicated controller 
and app, plus an autopilot function.

How long will the battery last?
You’ll get around 23 minutes of 
flight time from a single charge. It 
doesn’t sound like much, but think 
of all the footage you can capture 
in that time. The Professional 
version comes with an upgraded 
charger for faster refuelling.

When can I get it?
You can buy it right now.

PREVIEW
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Windows
Surface 3

From $699, 
microsoftstore.com.au

So, is this a laptop or a tablet?
It’s a laptop when you need to boost 
your productivity, and a tablet when 

you need something ultra-travel- 
friendly. It’s lightweight, easy to 

use and big on performance – ideal 
for creating spreadsheets one 

minute, then watching cartoons 
with your kids the next.

So, it’s light enough to cart around? 
You won’t need to do any ‘carting’. 

Crafted from durable magnesium 
alloy and encased in a ceramic 

finish, it’s noticeably lighter than 
its predecessor, the Surface Pro 3. 

PREVIEW

What’s the 
display like?

Crisp and bright. 
The 10.8-inch display 

supports responsive ten-point 
multi-touch, though picking out 

toolbars is easier with the Surface 
Pen (sold separately).

Meanwhile, the IPS panel provides 
excellent viewing angles if you’re 

crowding around the screen to 
watch a movie with your buddy. 

How will it boost my productivity? 
With ten hours of battery life, 

a three-position kickstand, plus 
the option to add a Type Cover to 
further bridge the laptop-tablet 

gap, you can set up camp 
anywhere. The quad-core 

Intel Atom processor gives you 
the power to run desktop 

software and a world of apps. 
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So, is this a laptop or a tablet?
It’s a laptop when you need to boost 
your productivity, and a tablet when 

you need something ultra-travel- 
friendly. It’s lightweight, easy to 

use and big on performance – ideal 
for creating spreadsheets one 

minute, then watching cartoons 
with your kids the next.

So, it’s light enough to cart around? 
You won’t need to do any ‘carting’. 

Crafted from durable magnesium 
alloy and encased in a ceramic 

finish, it’s noticeably lighter than 
its predecessor, the Surface Pro 3. 

What’s the 
display like?

Crisp and bright. 
The 10.8-inch display 

supports responsive ten-point 
multi-touch, though picking out 

toolbars is easier with the Surface 
Pen (sold separately).

Meanwhile, the IPS panel provides 
excellent viewing angles if you’re 

crowding around the screen to 
watch a movie with your buddy. 

How will it boost my productivity? 
With ten hours of battery life, 

a three-position kickstand, plus 
the option to add a Type Cover to 
further bridge the laptop-tablet 

gap, you can set up camp 
anywhere. The quad-core 

Intel Atom processor gives you 
the power to run desktop 

software and a world of apps.

GET CONNECTED
Hook up your phone or camera 
to the Surface 3’s USB 3.0 port, 
or transfer files directly 
from your microSD card via
the dedicated card reader

SMOOTH FINISH
The Surface 3 weighs just 622 grams 
and is made from magnesium alloy 
with a slinky ceramic finish 

Vital stats
3.5MP
The front camera 
is 3.5MP. The 
rear one is 8MP 

2.5 hours
How long it takes 
to fully charge 
the Surface 3

10.8 inches
The size of the 

ClearType Full HD  
Plus display 

64/128GB
The storage you’ll 
get, depending on 
the model you buy

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Today's 
best cameras 
revealed 

p95

CHECK 
THIS…

Discover more at TechRadar.com/au

Nikon 1 J5

TILTING SCREEN
The touchscreen can be tilted 

180 degrees, making it possible 
to take self-portraits and 
shots at angles that were 
previously hard to get at

IN CONTROL
The dedicated PSAM dial gives 
you full control of the 1 J5, 
whereas the Command dial makes 
it easy to navigate the menu 
system. You can also customise 
the Function button

$699, mynikonlife.com.au

So, what’s this? A small SLR?
Nope, it’s a new Compact System 
Camera with retro styling and 
ultimate portability (it measures 
98.3 x 59.7 x 31.5mm). It can take 
20.8-megapixel stills and shoot 
video in 4K.

Impressive. Tell me more.
Well, it’s the first Nikon 1 camera 
to feature a large, back-illuminated 
CX-format sensor, designed 
especially to capture a huge 
amount of light. It’s got a wide ISO 
range of 160-12,800, and some 
excellent noise-reduction features.

Can I change the lens?
You sure can. The 1 J5 can use 
any 1 NIKKOR lens and, for even 
more versatility, you can buy an 
FT-1 Mount Adapter that lets you 
use NIKKOR DX- and FX-format 
F-mount lenses.

What other features are there?
It has fast continuous shooting 
– you can shoot at 20fps with 
continuous autofocus, or up to 
60fps with focus fixed at the first 
frame. There’s also the option to 
transfer photos to your device or 
computer using the built-in Wi-Fi 
or NFC. You can even control the 
camera remotely from your tablet or 
smartphone (and see what it sees).

Is it available in any other colours? 
And when is it out?
It comes in black, silver/white, 
silver and black. It’s available 
from Nikon and all good camera 
shops right now.
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PREVIEW



TomTom
Bandit

VERSATILE MOUNTING
The Bandit’s steel-ring 
mounting system has a 

quick-release mechanism, 
and you can rotate the 

camera within the mount

FOOLPROOF 
EDITING
Making a movie of your 
adventures has never 
been easier; using the 
app, you can simply 
shake your smartphone 
for instant results

$599, 
tomtom.com/en_au

This doesn’t look like a satnav... 
That’s because it’s not: the Bandit is 
TomTom’s effort to make a 
waterproof, GPS-enabled action 
camera that’s capable of hassle-
free editing on the fly. As mountain-
bike champion Danny Hart says, “The 
Bandit is the future of action cams.”

Really? What’s so great about it? 
Lots! The Bandit packs in-camera 
motion and GPS sensors to 
automatically ‘tag’ adrenaline-
fuelled moments from your ride or 
ski run, based on speed, G-force 
and acceleration. The camera has 
a built-in media server and, when 
used with the Bandit app, you can 
review and edit footage instantly. 

How does the Bandit make it easy? 
With a ‘shake to edit’ function. 
In editing mode, a simple shake of 
your smartphone creates a movie 
from the tagged highlights. You can 
even add music and overlays of 
data, such as speed and location.

But what’s the video quality like? 
The Bandit has a 16MP CCD sensor 
paired with a wide-angle lens, and 
you can record video in 4K. There’s 
no monitor for framing shots, but 
a display screen shows your 
settings. There’s also a built-in mic 
to pick up in-ride commentary.

When can I get it? 
The standard version is available 
now, and comes with a splash-proof 
lens cover, a Batt-Stick, surface 
mounts and a GoPro mount adapter. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

PREVIEW

Vital stats
190 grams
The Bandit’s 
weight – you’ll 
hardly notice it

4K
The resolution, 
offering cinema-
quality video

1,900mAh
The size of the 

battery, enough for 
three hours’ filming

IPX8
The optional lens 
cover that enables 

underwater shooting

Discover more at techradar.com/au  AUGUST 2015  T3 25
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VANS LXVI 
AUTHENTIC LITE

 The classic white Vans. The 
Authentic Lite has been 
re-engineered to improve fit. 
But most impressive is the 
UltraCush outsole and footbed, 
making the trainer super-
light.
vans.com, $90

NEW BALANCE  
FRESH FOAM ZANTE

 Whether you’re running or partying,  
the Fresh Foam Zante in lime green is  
a solid and striking choice. It’s sleek, 
snug and built for speed – or dancing!
newbalance.com.au, $150

CUSHE GETAWAY
 The chilled-out Cushe (it’s pronounced  

‘cushy’) Getaway boasts a soft, memory-foam  
sole and a collapsible back for those who can’t  
be bothered to put their shoes on properly.
cushe.com.au, $119

NIKE FREE 
TRAINER 5.0

 Ultra-light and ultra-trendy, the 
new Nike Free Trainer 5.0 combines 

flexibility and support through 
multi-directional flex grooves,  

while Flywire tech offers greater 
stability without the weight. 

nikestore.com.au, $160

PUMA ARIL
 Classic styling in a Puma 

lightweight trainer that’s equally at 
home in the gym or on the circuit as 

it is in a bar. Inspired by the 
legendary Puma R698, the Aril 

features a mesh upper with suede 
trims and a rather cool TPU saddle.

au.puma.com, $119

 FRESH  KICKS
Here at T3, we live for the cutting edge,  
and that includes fashion. And these 
trainers are as techy as they are trendy 
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03
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he fi rst time I strapped an 

Oculus Rift dev kit to my 

face, it was like putting on 

a pair of slightly bulky, 

potentially sweaty goggles from the 

future. Sure, the low-res screen made 

everything look like I’d squashed my 

face up against a fl yscreen to get a 

better view outside. 

Plus, the fact that it was a demo 

unit at a trade show meant I had no 

soundtrack to my excellent temporal 

adventure, except for the groan of tens 

of thousands geeks descending on 

their mecca. But still, the experience 

completely blew my mind.

I clearly remember watching 

tiny, digital snowfl akes drift silently 

towards the ground, and being unable 

to stop my hand from reaching out in 

the hopes of catching one. 

But it was at this point that the 

illusion shattered for me. With a screen 

strapped to my face, fi lling my fi eld of 

vision with this marvellous virtual 

world, I had no hands. My brain 

struggled with this disconnect. My 

arms were out in front of me, palms 

upward, reaching for something I 

could clearly see. And yet my hands 

were not there, as though I were an 

amputee, driven mad by the feeling 

of phantom limbs.

And now, here we are almost two 

years later, and Oculus Rift has fi nally 

announced that it is ready to bring its 

VR headset to the market. But what is 

way more exciting than the promise of 

strapping a screen to your face is that 

the company understands that you’re 

probably going to want to get your 

hands in on the action.

Come on and touch me
In its pre-E3 product conference, the 

company behind the recent resurgence 

in virtual reality showed off  its 

consumer-grade release – launching 

Q1 next year – and it’s a far cry from 

the dev kit that I fi rst strapped to my 

expectant eyeballs.

Both smaller and lighter, the new 

consumer version features integrated 

(and removable) headphones, plus a 

dedicated screen for each eye, instead 

of an HD panel ripped straight from a 

smartphone and stuff ed into the box. 

Oculus also confi rmed that the retail 

release will ship with a dedicated 

Xbox One controller, and integrate 

pretty tightly with Windows 10.

But that was all just build up to the 

truly exciting announcement – the 

premiere of the Oculus Touch 

controller prototype, which promises 

to fi x the platform’s biggest fl aw – 

getting your hands in on the action.

Essentially a modifi ed PlayStation 

Move controller with a ring that 

wraps around each hand, the Touch 

lets you control your games like a 

perfectly recreated in the virtual 

world. You then get out of your car 

and beat him to death (or just drive 

away, I guess).

Or perhaps, if you’re a little less 

aggressive, you could try playing an 

online multiplayer puzzle game, 

where you have to communicate in 

gestures. � umbs up for good, 

thumbs down for bad, point in the 

direction your colleague needs to go. 

Of course, an extended middle fi nger 

could also be useful here if your 

playmate is an idiot.

It all sounds amazing, right? Well 

the catch is that the Touch controller 

is still only a prototype. Oculus has 

promised a release of the Touch 

controller in the fi rst half of next year, 

but given how long it took for the Rift 

headset to make it to this point, I’m 

just going to try and keep my 

excitement in check until I’ve got my 

hands wrapped inside of the 

controller itself.

But give it a few years and imagine 

the possibilities. � e Oculus Rift 

could very quickly move from being 

a niche games device to a serious 

tool for everything from social 

interaction (hello, Facebook 

overlords) to physical therapy.

Or, it will just let you catch virtual 

snowfl akes, and you know what? 

� at’s still pretty bloody amazing.  

Nick Broughall is the editor 

of TechRadar.com/au

Rift could be a serious 
tool for everything 
from social interaction 
to physical therapy

T

traditional controller, thanks to 

analogue sticks, action buttons 

and triggers. But the real power comes 

from the combination of haptics for 

force feedback, and an array of sensors 

that can recognise hand gestures.

Just imagine it: You’re driving 

along in GTA V, minding your own 

business when some jerkwad comes 

and crashes into your ride. You turn, 

look him in the eyes and extend your 

middle fi nger, and all of that is 

Nick Broughall’s 
case of Oculust
You could surgically attach Oculus Rift 
to my face and I’d be okay with that.

OPINION

Nick Broughall’s 
case of Oculust
Nick Broughall’s 
case of Oculust
Nick Broughall’s 



ADVERTISING FEATURE

Designed for creative professionals and 
demanding business users on the go — or anyone 
who just wants a slick and speedy storage device 
— the T1 houses up to 1TB of Samsung’s 
class-leading solid-state NAND � ash memory 
in a very compact package. And with USB 3.0, 
there’s no bottlenecking when you’re copying data 
to and from your PC. It’s the no-compromise 
storage device that combines a stack of amazing 
features into a sleek and stylish package. 

FAST

� e T1 is built from the ground up for speed. 
Taking advantage of Samsung’s extensive SSD 
know-how, the T1 range o� ers read and write 
speeds of up to 450MB/s — that’s up to six times 
as fast as a regular mechanical hard drive. � at 
means it’s fast enough to tackle any storage-
intensive task you can throw at it — it might even 
be faster than the main drive in your 
PC! Whether you’re editing 4K video or just 
looking to get the quickest loading times in 
games, the SSD T1 won’t leave you waiting. 

SAFE

When it comes to data security, the T1 also has 
your back. With virtually uncrackable hardware-

based 256-bit AES encryption onboard, you can 
protect your data from prying eyes. And when 
you want to access your private � les, it’s just a 
matter of entering your password. It’s not just 
encryption that protects your data either. With 
solid-state technology, the SSD T1 doesn’t have 
any vulnerable moving parts, meaning it’s much 
better-equipped to stand up to the rough-and-
tumble that portable drives inevitably experience. 

STYLISH

Samsung hasn’t compromised in the style 
department either. With a classy and sleek black 
polycarbonate chassis, the T1 packs all that 
storage and speed into a package that has a 
footprint that’s around two-thirds the size of your 
average business card. Images don’t do justice to 
how compact the T1 really is: you need to see it in 
person. � is is an elegantly-designed drive with a 
thin pro� le and, weighing in at a tiny 30g, it can 
easily slip into a shirt or pants pocket without 
being a burden. 

In short, the SSD T1 delivers a mass of speedy 
storage that comfortably � ts in the palm of your 
hand, all based on Samsung’s trusted SSD 
expertise. With the T1, Samsung hasn’t 
compromised — so you don’t have to either.  

A real pocket rocket
THE SAMSUNG PORTABLE SSD T1 IS THE ULTIMATE IN PORTABLE STORAGE. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
CAPACITIES 
250GB, 500GB, 1TB 

INTERFACE 
USB 3.0 (COMPATIBLE WITH USB 
2.0 DEVICES) 

TRANSFER SPEED 
UP TO 450MB/S 

SECURITY 
OPTIONAL 256-BIT AES 
ENCRYPTION WITH PASSWORD 
SETTING 

DIMENSIONS (W X H X D) 
71.0 X 9.2 X 53.2 MM 

WEIGHT 
30G 

WARRANTY 
LIMITED 3-YEAR  
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SEVEN NEW ADVENTURES WITH 
TECH YOU CAN START TODAY!

ISSUE 168 /   
AUGUST 15

PUT A TESLA 
MODEL S TO 
THE TEST

GO KITE 
SURFING 
WITH A 
GOPRO

PERFECT YOUR 
iPHONEOGRAPHY 
WITH ENLIGHT

WATCH DAREDEVIL 
IN 4K ON 
NETFLIX

SAVOUR A 
SMART BREW 

BAG A PB WITH A 
FITNESS TRACKER

TAKE TO 
THE SKIES
FOR A DRONE 
BATTLE
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TECH ADVENTURES

 Discover more at TechRadar.com/au

WALLET BASHER
The Tesla Model S will put  
a serious dent in your wallet, 
with the cheapest version 
starting at over $100k.

BATTERY BENEATH
The Model S has a giant  
85kWh battery that forms  
the entire floor of the car,  
its weight giving you a low 
centre of gravity for flatter 
cornering and better stability
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 AGENDA
TESLA TEST DRIVE

 Discover more at TechRadar.com/au

The notoriously petrol-
dependent United States 
is fully embracing Tesla’s 
vision of a battery-powered 

future, with Elon Musk’s vehicles achieving 
record sales. And, thanks to the recent 
opening of a showroom in Sydney, they’re 
creeping onto Australia’s roads, too.

There’s still a certain reluctance and 
suspicion of electric vehicles in Australia, 
though. Fortunately, Tesla’s test-drive 
offering is here to alleviate fears that 
owning one of these high-tech, $100k 
automobiles will turn you into a sandal-
wearing tree hugger or, worse, the trendy 
CEO of a doomed internet start-up. 

While the thrill of driving an electric 
car is readily apparent via those 
infamous videos illustrating Tesla’s 
incredible acceleration, it’s highly 
recommended that you test drive one 
yourself, just so you can experience 
what the future of motoring feels like. 
Even if you don’t have a spare house 
deposit’s worth of cash burning a hole 
in your pocket.

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 Book your test drive online at 

teslamotors.com/en-au, or visit the 
company’s showroom in Artarmon, to 
the north of Sydney’s CBD.
 Once you’re up and running, try out 

the car’s unique features. The Model S 
includes a 17-inch touchscreen that 
provides navigation and even lets you 
browse the Web, while driving-style 
options make it handle like a sleek 
sports car or a comfortable cruiser.
 Worried about battery life? Top it up 

for free at the showroom or via one of 
the superchargers located at The Star.

PUT A 
TESLA 
MODEL S
TO THE 
TEST
Tempted to try out one of 
these electro-fuelled luxury 
cars? Now’s the perfect time 
to take advantage of the 
Tesla experience
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SUPERCHARGER
It can take up to 24 hours to charge 
a Model S using a wall socket, but 
one of the superchargers located 
at Tesla’s Sydney showroom or The 

Star will get you up to 80 per 
cent in just 40 minutes 



Your action cam is just 
screaming out for some 
aquatic adventures, and 
kite surfi ng is a perfect fi t. 

It’s surfi ng’s more sophisticated older 
brother and, as you’ll spend most of 
your time on the board, you needn’t 
worry about suffering in those 
freezing winter waters.

It’s also pretty simple to pull off 
some impressive moves to capture on 
your GoPro. “The best beginner trick is 
going for some big air,” says Tristan 
Cawte, co-owner of The Kitesurf Centre. 
“It looks impressive and it’s relatively 
easy to do.”

There’s no shortage of options for 
mounting your GoPro, too – the kite 
provides a tailor-made selfi e platform. 
“The best place to mount it is on a head 
cam or on the lines pointing back to the 
rider,” says Cawte.

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 It’s a good idea to check your weather 

app before you embark on a kite-surfi ng 
adventure. “30 to 45km/h winds with 
big waves but fl at water between the 

sets are perfect,” recommends Cawte.
 Unless you fancy dinging your board 

and breaking some bones, you’ll also 
need to be sure to pick a beach without 
too many rocks. Those things will tear 
you up even if you only graze them, so 
coming down hard is not something 
you’ll soon forget.
 If you’re new to the sport, training 

is essential. Kitepower Australia  
(kitepower.com.au) offers lessons in 
Sydney, but most major cities have an 
equivalent service. 

Perfect your 
iPhoneography 
with Enlight
Quickly edit your iPhone 
snaps with this awesome 
all-in-one image app

Image editors are dime-a-dozen on 
the App Store, but you’ll often 
find that you need more than one. 
Before you know it, you’ve dragged 
your original image through a host 
of different filters just to be 
able to post it on Instagram.

Enter Enlight. “It offers a range 
of image enhancements that will 
quickly enable anyone to get their 
iPhone images looking their best,” 
explains Alistair Jennings, Digital 
Camera magazine’s imaging-lab 
manager. “Those new to iPhoneography 
should take a look at the vast 
selection of filters that enable 
artistic colour and B&W effects to 
be applied. The Analog Mimesis 

GoPro offers action 
cams ranging from 
1080p/30fps ($190) 

to 4K models costing 
$730. Here’s legendary 

kite surfer Damien 
Leroy showing us his 

GoPro gurn 

GO KITE SURFING 
WITH A GOPRO
Get more from your GoPro – whichever model you own – 
with this easy-to-learn but hugely impressive watersport

filter is great for a retro effect, 
perfect for Instagram.”

Meanwhile, iPhoneographers will 
dig in-depth features such as 
curve tweaks, selective colour 
adjustments, perspective adjustments 
and smart crops. “The comprehensive 
set of features and tools enable 
you to enhance, edit, apply creative 
effects and upload your images 
in a well-designed app that takes 
photo editing on mobile devices to 
another level,” says Jennings.

Sydney, but most major cities have an 
equivalent service. 

34  T3 AUGUST 2015  Read more at www.t3.com

TECH ADVENTURES

02
03

Mount your GoPro 
on your head for 
some serious 
extreme selfies

It takes mobile 
photo editing to 
a whole new level GO…GO…GOPRO

The Hero4 Black will 
capture your big air in 
glorious 4k at 30fps. 
$730, gopro.com



As a boy, Matt Murdock was 
blinded by a radioactive 
substance. At the same 
time, his other four senses 
were heightened, equipping 

him with superhuman powers. After his 
father is killed by gangsters, he sets out 
to seek revenge in the form of Daredevil. 

That’s the premise for Netfl ix’s new 
series, now being streamed in stunning 
UHD to your TV. You’ll need a compatible 
telly, and there’s no better, or newer, than 
the Samsung JS9000 series. Available 
in 55-inch and 65-inch versions, it’s 
packed full of tech – perfect for seeing 
Mr Murdock kick a gangster’s ass. So why 

Marvel’s four-sensed hero gets a 4K outing – and you need to 
spec up to watch this gritty, groundbreaking series

bother with Daredevil in UHD? “Netfl ix’s 
fi rst Marvel series boasts all the lavish 
production values you’d expect from the 
House Of Cards maker, but with punch-
ups to rival the very best of action 
cinema. It’s an explosively violent and 
dark, character-driven drama,” says 
Jordan Farley of leading sci-fi  mag SFX. 
“Make the most of Netfl ix’s 4K streaming 
capabilities on a top telly for maximum 
visual wallop as the deep shadows of 
Hell’s Kitchen pop off the screen.”

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 First, you’ll need a Netfl ix Premium 

account. This will cost you $14.99 

per month (which is a bargain in our 
eyes). Check if your current TV is 
Netfl ix UHD-compatible by visiting 
help.netfl ix.com. Or just chuck your old 
TV and opt for a brand-new model that 
supports Netfl ix’s Ultra HD service.
 You’ll be able to access Netfl ix on 

your smart TV by hitting the Home 
(or similar) button on your remote and 
entering your log-in details. A whole 
world of Ultra HD streaming now awaits.
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DAREDEVIL IN 4K
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What better 
way to see a 
blind man kick a 
gangster’s ass?

AGENDA
DAREDEVIL IN 4K

04
WATCH DAREDEVIL 
IN 4K ON NETFLIX

4K SUPERHERO
You’ll need the right TV to stream 
Netflix in 4K UHD. The new Samsung 
JS9000 range, starting at $5,999 



Wake up and smell the coffee 
with a super-smart Wi-Fi 
grinding-and-brewing machine
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TECH ADVENTURES
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BAG A PB WITH A 
FITNESS TRACKER

FITNESS FANATIC
Fitbit Charge HR 
This device tracks 
your steps, heartbeat, 
calories burned and more.
$200, fitbit.com/au

Most people experience a 
sudden burst of enthusiasm 
for running when they fi rst 
strap on a fi tness tracker, 

but a few months down the line this can 
turn into a miserable plod. Attempting to 
beat your personal best can reinvigorate 
even the most run-of-the-mill runs.

Signing up for Strava (strava.com) can 
help give you that competitive edge. The 
service enables you to challenge your 
mates and beat your own best times. But 
what else can you do to get re-motivated 
with your fi tness band?

“Take your training outside and off 
the treadmill,” suggests personal trainer 

Lee Pickering. “Fresh air will help to boost 
your motivation, and you can explore new 
places. Challenge yourself with hills and 
interval running in order to get the most 
out of your exercise.”

The best way to increase your overall 
time is to pay attention to your heart 
rate while you’re doing the deed – and 
fi tness bands such as Fitbit’s Charge HR 
will give you an immediate readout. 
“Steadily increase your effort levels until 
you’re unable to hold a short conversation 
whilst running,” Pickering says. “This is 
the point where your body begins to use 
more glycogen than oxygen. Now try to 
keep your heart rate at this level.”

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 To use Strava, you’ll need a GPS-based 

device, whether it’s your phone or a 
watch such as the Garmin Forerunner 620 
($549, garmin.com/en-AU).
 Check out the Nike+ app for Apple 

Watch. It enables you to track routes, work 
out calories burned and cheer on friends.
 Shoes feeling a bit worn-out? Mino 

(US$15, runmino.com) slots under your 
insole and gives a readout on how much 
life is left in your shoes via an LED display.

Add a dash of excitement to your running routine, 
and improve your performance at the same time

ABOVE Strava takes the data from your GPS 
device and enables you to compare times 
and challenge other ‘athletes’

The Smarter Wi-Fi coffee maker won’t 
charge you extortionate amounts for 
a cup, or spell your name wrong 

Savour a 
smart brew 

Australians love their 
coffee, but we don’t love 
waiting for things. 
Smarter’s Wi-Fi coffee maker 

($360, available at firebox.com) 
ensures you’ll never have to wait for 
your coffee again. 

The machine will wake you up with 
your favourite brew, sending an alarm 
to your smartphone. But the question 

06

The Smarter Wi-Fi coffee maker won’t 

05

is, what beans are best for it?
Coffee obsessive Lee Bolam 

recommends Mexican Terruno Espresso 
for the morning. “It’s well balanced 
by a big body and plenty of sweetness,” 
he says.

Whether you’re after a caffeine kick 
or a gentle pick-me-up, the strength 
can be controlled via Smarter’s app, 
and the machine can brew up to 12 cups 
at once if you’re feeling particularly 
jaded. You can even set it to make you 
a brew as soon as you walk in the door.

Wake up to your 
favourite brew 
without having to 
lift a finger 
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INDOOR ACTION
Battling drones indoors can 
be a terrifying experience. 
Models such as the DJI 
Phantom have sonar systems, 
enabling you to let them 
hover indoors without GPS

FLYING SOLO
The new 3D Robotics 

Solo (3drobotics.com)is 
one smart drone, enabling 
you to accurately control 
camera movements via an 

innovative smartphone app 

SMART CONTROLS
Most drones can be piloted 
via your phone, but for extra 
airborne agility consider 
getting hold of a dedicated 
controller, like the Parrot 
Skycontroller for the Bebop

You’ll need a 
large indoor area 
such as a squash 
court and netting

THE DRONE TO OWN
Parrot Bebop Easy to fly and capable of 
capturing 1080p footage and 14MP images.  
$700, parrot.com/au

If you’ve just dropped a few 
hundred bucks (or more!) on 
a fl ying robot, the chances 
are you won’t want to smash 
it into another person’s drone 

– but there is an entire sub-section of 
enthusiasts who do just that. Game of 
Drones founder Marque Cornblatt has 
become a legend 
in this fl ying fi ght club.

His fi rst step was to redesign the 
airborne combatants. Whilst you could 
use an off-the-shelf model such as the 
Parrot Bebop, it could get expensive. 
Pulling together parts is a much more 
sensible approach for drone warfare. “We 

TAKE TO THE SKIES
FOR A DRONE BATTLE
Toughen up your quadcopter and brace yourself for some truly 
modern aerial warfare. The drones are taking off…

had to reinvent the drone so that it would 
thrive in this destructive environment,” 
Cornblatt says. “After building hundreds 
of experimental prototypes, we fi nally had 
an airframe that was literally bulletproof.”

Once you’ve built your battle-ready 
drone, you can take it to the skies for an 
airborne battle – and the last man fl ying 
is the winner. Cornblatt recommends 
that you get to know your drone and 
hardware intimately beforehand. “All 
your props, batteries and components 
need to be easy to repair,” he explains.

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 Game of Drones is yet to launch in 

Australia, but you could host your own 
event. You’ll need a large indoor area such 
as a squash court, hanging nets to protect 
spectators, and willing participants.
 You’ll also need drones. Game of 

Drones’ bulletproof airframe is the 
perfect chassis, and the offi cial website 
(gameofdrones.com) includes 
recommended components.
 Get feedback and advice on drone 

building by checking out the community 
at DIY Drones (diydrones.com).

07
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� e Apple Watch. � e most 
anticipated gadget of the year, or 
actually for as long as I can 
remember. Getting your hands 
on an Apple Watch is very much 
like purchasing any other 
Apple product – well, in terms of 
the unboxing and initial 

excitement, that is. And after what felt like 
an eternity of waiting, I was fi nally able to 
strap the 38mm Sport version with white 
strap to my wrist and embark on a day-long 
test to see if it could live up to the hype. 

A typical day for me is probably much the same 

as yours: wake up, have a quick workout (if I can 

muster up the energy), get the kids ready for 

school, drive to work and then maybe squeeze in 

a quick pint with colleagues before heading home 

to cook and eat before bed. My iPhone 6 Plus is an 

integral part of my life. It’s never out of my hand 

– I cannot imagine not having it. Would the Apple 

Watch fi t into my life in the same indispensable 

way? � at’s what I intended to fi nd out…

 DELIVERY DAY: BOOTING UP
Pushing in the digital crown to boot up, I expected 

the watch to be ready in an instant, but it seemed 

to take an age. It was probably only a minute or so, 

but it threw me a little. I guess setting up any 

device from scratch takes a while. One thing that 

immediately struck me was the screen. � e Apple 

Watch’s screen is nothing short of stunning: bright, 

sharp and, well, just lovely. 

� e very fi rst thing I did? Charge it. Even the 

plug has been designed with portability in mind 

– it’s folded fl at by default, but pull out the main 

prong and all three snap out ready to use. You then 

plug in the USB and simply attach the magnetic 

circular charger to the back of the watch. Apple 

quotes two-and-a-half hours for a full charge,

so that’s what I did. Next, I needed to set up the 

watch, and this is where the fun started.

� e fi rst thing the Apple Watch asks you to do 

is choose a language. � is was my fi rst experience 

of the digital crown and the touchscreen. � e 38mm 

model seems frightfully small, but the screen was 

immediately responsive. After tapping ‘English 

What’s it really like to spend a day using the 
Apple Watch? We run it through its paces, 
but can its much talked-about battery life 
live up to the 18-hour promise?

APPLE
WATCH

24 HOURS
     WITH THE…

WORDS ROB CARNEY PHOTOGRAPHY JOBY SESSIONS, NEIL GODWIN 
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not as succulent as Jonathan Ive’s 

hyperbole, a masterpiece in design. After 

using it for minutes, you feel highly 

accustomed to it, like you’ve been using 

this kind of device your whole life. 

Tapping the digital crown brings the 

watch to life, showing you the standard 

face. Tapping it again takes you to the 

circular interface. As you turn the crown, 

the interface zooms in and out, the app at 

the centre opening if you zoom right in. 

By swiping the touchscreen, you can 

move the app you want to open into view, 

and then either use the crown to open it or 

(Australia)’, I waited a while, before the 

watch prompted me to open up the Apple 

Watch app on my iPhone. Pairing was a 

typical Apple aff air, involving Bluetooth 

and a beautiful ‘QR code’ that you focus 

your iPhone’s camera on. � e watch 

paired quickly, asking me to choose a 

wrist (if you choose right, the digital 

crown will be at the bottom of the watch), 

and approve Location Services, Siri and 

Diagnostics. Next, I was asked to set up a 

passcode. After this, I chose to unlock 

my watch with my phone. � is basically 

means that as long as your watch stays on 

your wrist, it will stay unlocked. When 

you take it off , you’ll have to use the 

passcode again. It’s a neat security feature. 

� e fi nal option in set-up is choosing to 

pre-install all compatible apps from your 

iPhone onto your watch. I did this and 

after a few minutes, the watch was ready, 

laden with apps. By this time it was late, 

so I set up an alarm for 7.15am the next 

morning (using the dedicated watch app). 

� e real test would be tomorrow…

 TIME: 7.00AM. 
BATTERY LIFE: 100%
I actually woke at seven, put the Apple 

Watch on my wrist and headed downstairs 

for breakfast. 15 minutes later, the silent 

alarm kicked in, the taptic engine in the 

watch subtly vibrating on my wrist. I can 

see the point in this – it’s great when you 

don’t want the alarm to disturb your 

family – but I could never sleep wearing a 

watch. Even my Fitbit feels obtrusive and 

uncomfortable. My alarm settings will 

remain the same on my iPhone – and it’s 

guaranteed my kids will still wake me up 

before it goes off . Also, come to think of it, 

won’t I be charging this thing each night?

My morning routine on my iPhone 

involves checking any meetings for the 

day, checking my Twitter feed and 

replying to any urgent emails that 

have come in. But before all of this, 

I wanted to play around with the Apple 

Watch. How exactly did it work? 

� e digital crown is, while perhaps 

use the crown to zoom in a little and touch 

the app. Touching apps takes a bit of 

getting used to on such a small screen – 

especially if you have fi ngers of the more 

chubby variety. I think the 42mm would 

better suit me…

Hitting the digital crown again acts 

as a back button. But I found this a little 

confusing at fi rst – before realising that 

tapping the crown once again on the 

circular interface will take you back to 

the middle, once again to the watch face. 

� e button below the digital crown takes 

you to your friends, where you can 
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� e taptic engine 
in the watch begins 
to subtly vibrate 
on my wrist. I can 
see the point in this 

As you’d expect, from day one there’s a huge 

number of apps available for the Apple Watch. 

Simply open up the Apple Watch app on your iPhone and 

browse to Featured to get Apple’s recommendations, or 

Search if you know what you’re looking for. It’s just like 

using the regular App Store on your iPhone or iPad.

THERE ARE ALREADY THOUSANDS OF 
APPS TO DISCOVER AND DOWNLOAD

APP STORE FOR 
APPLE WATCH

24 HOURS WITH THE… 

APPLE WATCH 



� e device we’ve all been waiting for is 
fi nally here, but what are the main 
features and what do they do?

SAY HELLO TO
THE APPLE WATCH
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TAPTIC ENGINE
The taptic engine inside the 
Apple Watch enables discreet 
buzzing notifications. It 
also enables you to send 
your heartbeat or a rhythm 
to a friend or loved one

DIGITAL CROWN
As well as acting as a back 
button, the digital crown 

enables you to zoom in and out 
of the home screen and various 
apps – for instance, zooming 

to locations in Maps and 
enlarging photos

BAND AND SIZING
There are many different 
strap and watch combinations, 
enabling you to customise 
the device to suit you. The 
watch comes in 38mm and 42mm 
models, too

BODY AND FACE
The Sport model has an aluminium 
body and Ion-X glass face. The 
Watch model has a stainless-steel 
body and a sapphire-glass face. 
And the Edition model is gold/
rose gold

The button below the digital 
crown takes you to contacts

The Sport band is simple, 
lightweight and secure 

Control the watch’s interface 
using the digital crown 

A built-in mic and speaker 
enable calling functionality

HEART-RATE SENSOR
The Apple Watch’s heart- 
rate sensor – on the back 
of the face – uses infrared 
and visible-light LEDs and 
photodiodes to detect your 
heart rate during workouts

24 HOURS WITH THE… 

 APPLE WATCH 



message or call them. If they have an 

Apple Watch, you can even send your 

heartbeat, a tap vibration or a sketch. 

You can have 12 friends in this mini app 

– and you set them up using the Apple 

Watch app on your iPhone. I set a few 

up, including my wife and parents, and 

made sure their contacts had a nice photo 

(using the Phone app on my iPhone). 

But back to my day. Heading towards 

7.30am, I checked out my Twitter 

timeline and browsed through my email. 

I knew that you can’t reply to emails on 

the watch, so I fl agged a few by pressing 

harder on the screen, before using my 

phone to reply. 

Time for a very quick run around the 

block – mainly to test both the Activity 

and Workout apps. Now, I only did a 

couple of miles, but I immediately liked 

the simplicity of Activity, which gave me 

a calorie, step and distance count in a neat 

interface. It breaks your activity down 

into three sections: move, exercise and 

stand. On each screen, by swiping up and 

down, you can get a text-based readout. 

� e Workout app is equally good, 

hours. But using the BMW Remote app 

I’d already installed on my iPhone, I 

was able to precondition the car to a 

nice temperature, before opening the 

doors with my watch. I also had a glance 

at the charge state to make sure I had 

enough juice to get to work. At 71 per 

cent, the BMW had plenty of kilometres 

to go. � is kind of convenience really 

appeals to me. Sure, I could do these 

actions on my iPhone, but there’s 

something cool about opening your car 

using your watch. I made sure that I 

added the BMW Remote app to ‘Glances’. 

Glances are a quick way of getting 

essential information. And you can add 

any app to the functionality. To use it, 

you simply swipe up from the main 

watch face. By swiping left and right, 

you can view such apps as Maps, 

Weather, Calendar and Heart Rate, and 

check the battery life of the watch. 

Talking of glancing, the watch screen is 

pretty much off  all the time, until you 

raise your wrist (although this can be 

turned off ). Just lifting your wrist – as 

you would with any watch – turns the 

screen on. It hasn’t worked a couple of 

times for me, though, and I found myself 

spinning my wrist to get it to switch on. 

You can also just hit the digital crown.

One of the most interesting things 

about the Apple Watch is the diff erent 

levels of interactivity and customisation. 

� e fi rst time you really experience this 

is when you want to change the watch 

face. Unlike Pebble, for instance, where 

you swipe down to change the face, 

with the Apple Watch you press harder 

on the screen (a force press). � is gives 

you a quick buzz and enables you to 

then swipe left and right to change 

the watch face. 

I was impressed by the number 

and quality of watch faces on off er. 

To customise them, you simply hit the 

Customise button below the face and, 

using the digital crown and touchscreen, 

you can remove or add details and 

change colours. I chose the ‘Simple’ face, 

and you can also opt to remove numbers 

from the dial – which I did. It’s simply a 

matter of selecting what you want to 

change, then tweaking the digital crown 

to make the adjustments. 

I was nearly at the offi  ce now. At this 

point, a text message came in from one of 

my colleagues – I replied to the question 

with a simple default reply of ‘OK’ (this 

enabling you to choose a type of workout 

(outdoor walk, run, indoor run and so on) 

and set a goal (such as time or calories). 

It really bothers me that I need to take my 

iPhone with me for accurate readouts 

– having an iPhone 6 Plus with you out on 

a run is just not feasible.

I had a look over my numbers before 

getting ready for work. I didn’t quite hit 

my goals – perhaps next time I’ll just set it 

as open. � e watch came off  for a shower: 

although there are reports it’s waterproof, 

there was no way I was risking it. 

 TIME: 8.30AM. 
BATTERY LIFE: 91%
My next task, just before I left the house, 

was to whizz to the shops to pick up 

some lunch for my family. � e day was 

unseasonably warm; the sun had been 

shining on the BMW i3 for a couple of 
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 HOW TO TRACK
YOUR RUN

� ere really is 
something super-
cool about opening 
up your car using 
your watch

01 WORKOUT APP
 The Workout app is pre-installed. 

Hit the digital crown to bring up 

the home screen, then tap on the 

Workout app. You’re presented 

with a screen giving you different 

workout types – for a run, choose 

Outdoor Run. Once you’ve hit this, 

you can choose your goals.

02 SET YOUR GOALS
 On the next screen, you can 

choose a calorie goal. Simply hit the 

+ and - buttons to set a number of 

calories to burn. Swipe across to 

add a time you want to run for in 

the same way. Swipe across again 

and you can set a distance. After 

hitting start, you get a countdown.

03 TRACK PROGRESS
 On your run, you can quickly see 

your progress – simply swipe across 

the bottom of the screen to see your 

heart rate, elapsed time, calories, 

distance and pace. To end your 

workout, force-press on the screen 

and choose End. But don’t forget 

that you need your iPhone with you.

MEASURE YOUR WORKOUT 
WITH THE APPLE WATCH

24 HOURS WITH THE… 

APPLE WATCH 
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APPLE
WATCH
STYLE
FITNESS

The Apple Watch is geared 
for fitness, with the Workout 
and Activity apps giving you 
readouts of calories, steps  
and distance. Water-resistant 

and extremely light, the  
Sport model is great for  

a run. Bear in mind, though, 
for anything involving the 

accuracy of GPS (such as exact 
distances), you’ll need your 
iPhone with you. You can also 
sync music to the watch and 

listen wirelessly using 
Bluetooth headphones. 
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something into the ceiling. It was now 

time to do a bit of writing and planning, 

so I turned to my headphones.

 TIME: 11.30AM. 
BATTERY LIFE: 83%
I had my phone with me and my 

headphones plugged in. Hitting the 

digital crown, I selected the Music app 

and chose something to listen to. � e 

Music app was very familiar, being able 

to scroll through albums, songs, artists, 

playlists and the like. � e album art 

even appears in the list, which is nothing 

new in the world of smartwatches, but 

useful nonetheless.

But there was another feature of the 

Music app that intrigued me. I’m a 

Bluetooth headphone user, and I can pair 

these directly to the Apple Watch. Why? 

Because you can store tunes – or playlists, 

to be precise – directly on the watch. � is 

is more of an exercise-led feature, making 

it possible to leave your phone behind 

when you go out for a run. So why didn’t 

Apple include GPS so you can get accurate 

stats as well? Odd.

Transferring music to your watch 

is a simple aff air. Hop into the Music app 

section of the Apple Watch app and 

choose ‘Synced Playlist’. Tap a playlist 

and it will transfer via Bluetooth to your 

watch. Next, force-press the Music app 

on your watch and choose Source, then 

Apple Watch. If you haven’t already 

paired your Bluetooth headphones, you’ll 

get a prompt to do it now. � is feature is 

handy for the gym or exercise when you 

don’t want accurate stat tracking. 

At this point, something struck me: 

battery life isn’t as bad as I’d thought. And 

I’d been using it pretty heavily. It was still 

in the 80s as far as percentage goes, but 

I would see how the rest of the day went.

 TIME: 1.30PM. 
BATTERY LIFE: 74%
Lunch break. Time for a walk. And time 

to experiment with the Maps app. I know 

where pretty much everything is in my 

home town but, as an experiment, 

I popped in a location and wondered if 

I could navigate there using the turn-by- 

turn directions feature. As with the 

iPhone, you can quickly see where you 

are by tapping the location button at the 

bottom-right of the screen. Rewinding 

a bit… to search, you simply force-press 

the screen and hit Search. Here, you can 

either choose a recent search from your 

iPhone or, using Siri, dictate an address. 

I dictated a postcode – and needed to 

speak slowly (it took a couple of tries to 

get it right). Speaking a specifi c location 

works much better. After you’ve selected 

the correct location from the list that 

HOW TO PAIR WITH YOUR iPHONE

04 PASSCODE
 Set up a passcode and 

choose whether to unlock 

the watch with your phone. 

A few more screens later 

and your new Apple Watch 

will be ready to wear.

03 AGREE?
 The next step is a few 

screens asking you to agree 

to Location Services, Siri 

and Diagnostics. It’s just 

a matter of choosing the 

option you want.

02 NEW DEVICE
 The next step is to set up 

your watch as a new device. 

You’re then asked which 

wrist you’ll be wearing the 

watch on. This is important, 

as the display will fl ip.

01 WATCH APP
 Open up the Apple 

Watch app on your 

iPhone. Then simply hold 

your Apple Watch in 

front of your iPhone’s 

camera to pair.

IT’S EASY TO GET STARTED WITH YOUR APPLE WATCH…

can be edited in the Apple Watch app on 

the iPhone).

  

 TIME: 9.30AM. 
BATTERY LIFE: 88%
By now I was in work and it was time 

for a quick meeting – so for fear of 

distraction I slipped my iPhone in my 

pocket. � e Apple Watch proved both a 

help and a hindrance here. I no longer 

needed to extract my phone to get 

notifi cations. But on the other hand, I 

found myself looking at my wrist every 

few minutes as new emails arrived. Of 

course though, smart watches are all 

about notifi cations, and I like the way 

Apple has handled this. 

As I got a barrage of emails and the 

odd text from my wife, the taptic engine 

gave me a nudge, and when I glanced at 

the screen the notifi cation took up the 

whole of it. It was immediately familiar, 

since I’ve used iPhone notifi cations. If you 

hit the digital crown and the notifi cation 

goes away, you can access it again by 

swiping up from the watch face. 

You can quickly set up notifi cation 

preferences for built-in apps. And in the 

Notifi cations settings in the Apple Watch 

app, you get a list of all the apps on your 

iPhone that are set up for notifi cations. So, 

even though there may not be a Facebook 

app as I write this, notifi cations can be 

pinged to my watch – as long as Mirror 

iPhone Alerts From… is switched on. 

One thing I noticed is that my arm 

was really starting to ache. It’s unfamiliar 

having to hold your wrist up all the time 

– it’s a bit like when you’re screwing 

Smartwatches are all 
about notifi cations, 
and I like the way 
Apple has handled 
this with its device 

FAST PAYMENTS 
WITH APPLE PAY
IT’S NOT IN AUSTRALIA YET 
BUT IT COULD REVOLUTIONISE 
THE WAY WE PAY FOR GOODS

Apple Pay is no doubt one 

of the Apple Watch’s most 

intriguing features. It enables you to 

quickly pay for items using NFC – so 

you don’t need to take your wallet 

out of your pocket. With retailers 

signing up in droves across the US, 

we’re hoping to see it soon.

24 HOURS WITH THE… 

APPLE WATCH 



APPLE
WATCH
STYLE
MOTORING

A number of auto manufacturers 
are creating Apple Watch 

apps to control their cars. 
With the BMW i3, pictured, 
and its Remote app, you can 

precondition the car (making it 
the right temperature for you 
before you enter), open and lock 
the doors, and see how much 

charge the car has remaining. 
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charge the car has remaining. 



APPLE
WATCH
STYLE

WORK
Thanks to its exhaustive 

notifications, the Apple Watch 
can prove to be a real time-saver, 
boosting your productivity through 
quick glances. The native apps 
that are most useful are Mail 
and Calendar, and while you’ll 
need your phone to perform most 
actions, you can handily flag 
emails and check your schedule 
for the day ahead. There are, of 
course, a number of third-party 

apps aimed at making your working 
life easier. A great example is 
Clear, which brings the app’s 
simple interface to the small 

screen, enabling you to tick off 
your to-dos. It’s worth pointing 
out that Notifications mirror  
the settings on your iPhone, 
meaning you’ll get buzzed from 
apps such as Gmail even though 
there’s currently no native  

Apple Watch app. 
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I was in. I don’t think I could find out the 

scores quicker. And it’s a prime example  

of what the Apple Watch is great at: quick 

notifications for information you need.

Another app I’ve enjoyed on the 

iPhone is the game Rules. Thankfully,  

it translates brilliantly to the small screen 

(although it was a little slow), and I 

wasted 20 minutes or so playing. Finally, 

getting back into work mode, I checked 

out Clear and my to-do list. From the 

Apple Watch, you can tap to complete  

a task. But back to work for now, with 

Apple Watch constantly giving me nudges 

when emails arrived. I flicked to Glances 

from the home screen and turned on Do 

Not Disturb. Later, a little stressed by the 

amount I still had to do today, I checked 

my heart rate using Glances (swiping up 

then left until I got to the Heart Rate app). 

86bpm. I was still alive. Time to move on.

 TIME: 5.30PM.  
BATTERY LIFE: 48%
After tidying up a few emails, I realised 

there was one native app I was desperate 

to try – the camera. The Apple Watch 

doesn’t actually have a camera; rather it 

relies on your iPhone’s camera and acts  

as a remote shutter control. I can’t think 

of much major use for this – I guess you 

could prop your camera up on a shelf  

and use the timer on the watch to take  

a group shot, though. Handily, you can 

also focus the camera using the watch  

by tapping the screen. As soon as you 

close the camera app on your iPhone,  

the watch alerts you to this fact. Anyhow,  

I had a bit more work to do, so the watch 

got a little less love for an hour or so.

 TIME: 7.00PM.  
BATTERY LIFE: 28%
The work day was over. Before heading 

home, I ventured out to meet a few 

friends in a bar – it would be interesting 

to get their opinions on it (they’re not 

as fascinated by tech as you or I). I 

arrived before my mates, so I headed to 

the bar. At that moment, I received a call 

appears, you get opening times, a rating, 

a phone number (which you can call 

directly from the watch) and walking 

or car directions (along with times). 

After tapping the walking directions, I 

selected Start. The directions were clear 

and, at each change of direction or street, 

the watch gives you a buzz. I’d feel 

confident that using the watch alone I 

could get to an unfamiliar location but, of 

course, you need your phone anyway for 

GPS. By tapping the pin, you can see 

where you are on the map – zooming in 

and out with the digital crown. Although 

you don’t need to look at your watch all 

the time (thanks to the haptic nudges), I 

still found myself looking at it pretty 

much the entire route. My arm was 

killing me now. 

 TIME: 3.30PM.  
BATTERY LIFE: 66%
Mid-afternoon. I thought now would be  

a good time to discover a few apps I simply 

hadn’t had time to look at. The first was 

the AFL Footy Live app. Although I have 

the companion app on my iPhone, I just 

wanted to check the weekend’s scores. A 

quick tap of the digital crown, then the 

app from the home screen, and  

The watch doesn’t 
have a camera; 
instead, it relies on 
your iPhone and acts 
as a remote shutter



24 HOURS WITH THE… 

APPLE WATCH 
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from my wife; the barman noticed my 

Apple Watch and I suddenly felt like an 

Apple Store employee as I (after rejecting 

the call, and to the chagrin of the 

waiting punters) had to demo all the 

features. He was keen to try it on, but I 

declined before taking a sip of my 

well-earned orange juice (I was driving, 

after all).

While waiting for my buddies to 

arrive, I called my wife back. As an 

experiment, in a quiet area of the bar, 

I decided to test the Phone app of the 

watch. You can quickly access the people 

you most frequently call, adding to these 

in the Apple Watch app on your iPhone. 

My wife was already in my favourite 

contacts, so I tapped the button below 

the digital crown, used the digital crown 

to rotate to my wife, tapped on the screen 

and hit the phone button. Now, this 

was probably the most embarrassing 

experience of my time with Apple Watch 

so far. As I held my wrist up to my 

mouth, my wife’s voice came out of the 

speaker, me merrily looking rather 

stupid talking into my watch. In future, I 

would simply use the watch to see who’s 

calling before answering on my phone. 

Although it’s a nice feature to have, it’s 

ridiculous, and not for me. As my friends 

arrived, they spotted me talking to my 

wrist. Both had the same greeting, but I 

can’t repeat it here.

 TIME: 9.00PM. 
BATTERY LIFE: 15%
After a couple of hours chatting, 

checking Twitter and showing off  the 

watch to my friends, who were generally 

impressed, I headed home. Battery life 

was running very low by now – it would 

be interesting to see how far it could go. I 

had a few notifi cations come in, but by 

now I felt I’d exhausted the features of the 

Apple Watch for one day. Walking 

through the front door, I gave the watch 

to my wife to have a look at. She was 

impressed with the quality, and the 

smaller 38mm suited her. 

 TIME: 10.15PM. 
BATTERY LIFE: 0%
Without warning, the Apple Watch died. 

Perhaps I should’ve gone into the 

power- management screen in Glances 

and fl icked on Power Reserve – which 

renders the Apple Watch as a very simple 

digital timepiece. But I didn’t get any 

warning – at least I can’t recall a pop-up 

on either my phone or the watch itself. 

So, from the 38mm Sport watch I got 

around 15 hours of usage. Admittedly, 

that was using it a lot more than I would 

during a normal day but, in my eyes, 

that’s simply not good enough. If I wasn’t 

at home, my watch would be reduced to a 

swanky bracelet.

So now seemed to be a good time to go 

back to the charger. � ere’s no doubting 

that even the Sport’s plastic charger 

(the Watch model comes with a metal 

inductive one) is very cool, snapping onto 

the back of the watch with ease. But it 

bothers me. I don’t want to have to 

take a charger for my watch everywhere 

I go. I don’t want to have to buy multiple 

chargers for it. I guess I could use my Mac 

to charge the watch, or any USB plug for 

that matter, but wouldn’t it be nice if the 

inductive disc was detachable – and 

perhaps Micro USB compatible – so you 

could just carry the disc around? 

But none of this gets past the fact that 

the Apple Watch’s battery life isn’t very 

good. I popped it on to charge, focused 

my attention away from my wrist for an 

hour or so, then went to bed, dreaming of 

a time when I could have a smartwatch 

with this kind of premium feel, stunning 

apps and beautiful design, but paired with 

a battery life that goes on for a week. 

T3 RATES
–  Stunning design
–  Brilliant digital crown
– Screen is amazing 
T3 HATES
–  Battery life

THE SMARTEST 
ALTERNATIVES

01 PEBBLE STEEL
 The Pebble Steel has oodles of 

kudos. Its E-Paper screen may be 

a little low-fi  for some, but it gives 

you battery life the Apple Watch 

can only dream of. It looks almost 

as swish, too, and there’s a similarly 

huge number of apps available.

US$149, getpebble.com

02 LG WATCH R
 A smartwatch that will appeal 

to die-hard watch enthusiasts. The 

P-OLED display is one of the best 

out there, meaning you can show off 

its array of watch-like backgrounds 

in super-high quality. Two days’ 

battery life is double that of Apple.

$359, LG.com/au

03 MOTO 360
 It’s hard not to appreciate 

Motorola’s offering. This thing 

looks seriously space-age, yet it 

has a refi ned, minimalist feel. And 

though battery life trumps the 

Apple Watch, a wireless charger 

makes regular recharging a cinch. 

$329, motorola.com.au

WE SELECT THREE OF THE 
BEST NON-APPLE OPTIONS

Over the past day, I’ve experienced 
what it’s like to be an Apple Watch 
user. And I like it. The crazy 
amount of apps available from day 
one enables you to – in more ways 
than ever – interact with your world 
using a highly crafted, stunning 
device on your wrist. Sure, there 
are Android Wear watches out 
there that have a similar level of 
functionality, but none of them have 
impressed me as much. 

BEST NON-APPLE OPTIONS



 SPECIAL 
THANKS TO
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OODLES OF POWER, GREAT USABILITY, STUNNING 
DESIGN... 2015’S TOP SMARTPHONES SQUARE OFF

Words: Gareth Beavis  Photography: Neil Godwin 

STATE OF THE ART

T’S A TRICKY BUSINESS 
BUYING A PHONE THESE 
DAYS – YOU’VE GOT SO 
MANY BRANDS VYING FOR 

YOUR HARD-EARNED, AND THEY 
ALL PROMISE TO BE THE BEST AT 
EVERYTHING. IT’S ALL “PICK ME! 
I’VE GOT A BRILLIANT CAMERA!”, 
“NO, LOOK AT ME WITH MY ULTRA-
SLIM CHASSIS!” AND “OVER 
HERE! OVER HERE! CHECK OUT 
MY FANCY SOFTWARE FEATURES!”

� e tricky thing is that – and at the real 

premium end of the market especially – it’s 

hard to know which features are useful and 

which are just snake oil, a desperate headline 

extra bolted on for the sake of it. Is that 

super-high-resolution screen really going to 

make a diff erence when you’ve never even 

seen 4K footage? Is the battery a bit rubbish 

now that the chassis is so slim? And what’s that 

heart-rate monitor actually for, anyway?

To that end, we’ve selected three of the 

latest and greatest phones, to run through our 

range of tests. We’ll be looking at everything 

from design to battery life to camera quality, 

to help you choose the best one for your dollar.

I



 Select 
SMARTPHONES
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HTC One M9
 At first glance, 

the follow-up to 
the popular One M8 
looks very similar. 
Has HTC done enough 
to beat its rivals?
Price: $1,099 
URL: htc.com/au

2 Samsung Galaxy S6
 Talk of a premium 

redesign for the new 
Galaxy set industry 
tongues wagging. Is 
this the one to crush 
the competition?
Price: From $999 
URL: samsung.com/au

3Apple iPhone 6
 There were record 

pre-orders for the 6 
when it was released 
in September. But 
how has it held up 
over time?
Price: From $999   
URL: apple.com/au

1
WHAT’S ON TEST…
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Every click of the 
Galaxy S6 feels more 
Mercedes than Skoda

DESIGN
TEST 01:

� e iPhone 6 is the least weighty handset 

here, and that rounded metal back feels 

stunning. � e screen has also been increased 

to a whopping 4.7 inches (well, it’s whopping by 

Apple’s standards). � e home button is 

still the only prominent key on show, although 

the volume keys/silence rocker maintain 

their quietly usable presence on the side. 

� e iPhone 6 is a joy to use and hold.

HTC has always been the leader of the 

pack when it comes to smartphone design, 

and it doesn’t show any signs of slowing 

down with the One M9. Not that it represents 

a massive jump forward from 2014’s masterful 

One M8, but the chassis has certainly been 

refi ned – the two-tone, rose gold and 

silver frame screams ‘luxury watch’; the weight 

is heftier but balanced; and we love how the 

rounded back sits neatly in the 

hand. Even the large BoomSound speakers 

positioned above and below the fi ve-inch 

display ooze quality, rather than making the 

phone look like a confused ghetto-blaster.

SPECS

here’s no denying it: the very fi rst 

things that grab your attention 

when you’re out browsing for 

a new phone are the look and 

feel of it. � e second you pick the handset up will 

either see you recoiling in horror at the creaking, 

plastic mess, or cooing with excitement at the 

high-quality, premium device that rests quietly 

in your hand.

Samsung is the true phoenix of this 

particular sub-test, graduating from the 

disappointing plastic-ugly that was the Galaxy 

S5 to the resplendent, rounded metal and 

glass of the S6, a phone that feels lightweight but 

well-balanced. � e bottom of the handset looks 

rather familiar, though – put it side by side with 

the iPhone 6 and you’ll see that they’re almost 

identical. � is isn’t a complete reimagining from 

Samsung, as the front 

of the handset – with its lozenge home 

button – takes a lot of cues from the Galaxy 

S5. But everything feels more impressive; 

every click feels more Mercedes than Skoda.

 It’s short-sighted to say 
that phones made of plastic 
are always rotten – don’t 
forget that Bugatti makes its 
car roofs out of the stuff. 
Plastic not only sheds weight, 

STATE OF THE ART

APPLE iPHONE 6

The iPhone 6 has the worst 
screen-to-body ratio in this test 

The rounded, ceramic/metal back 
takes cues from the iPad Air

SCREEN TYPE AND SIZE: 
IPS LCD, 4.7 inches
SCREEN RESOLUTION: 
750 x 1,334 pixels

OS: iOS 8.3
CHIPSET: Apple A8
RAM: 1GB
MEMORY: 16GB, 64GB 

OR 128GB
REAR CAMERA: 8MP
FRONT CAMERA: 1.2MP 
BATTERY SIZE: 1,810mAh

WEIGHT: 129g

DISPLAY SIZE: 4.7 inches

HE
IG
H
T:
 1
38
.1
m
m

WIDTH: 67mm DEPTH: 
6.9mm 

T

PLASTIC CAN BE FANTASTIC
It’s easy to diss plastic phones, but they 
have more worth than you realise

it also better absorbs dings 
from those inevitable drops. 
Plus, it lets that pesky phone 
signal through much easier.

But there’s a simple 
reason why manufacturers 

are making phones out of 
metal, and that’s because 
it feels premium, with a more 
satisfying weight. What’s 
more, thanks to the clever 
staff in the various 
engineering departments, 
the signal in metal phones 
has never been better, even 
though the handsets are 
effectively wearing a tin hat.

We’re craving smart looks and 
a lightweight yet balanced feel
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SPECS SPECS

 A decade ago, we scoffed at 
the idea of a phone under two 
centimetres thick, laughing 
mercilessly as various brands 
tried to prove that a handset 
could be ‘ultra-slim’, as it was 

SAMSUNG GALAXY S6HTC ONE M9

The striking two-tone rim takes an 
extra, costly manufacturing step

HTC reckons it’s melded the One 
M7 and M8 to make its new phone

Plastic, be gone – it’s all metal 
and glass for Samsung now

It’s unsightly, yes, but the massive 
bump houses a superb camera

SCREEN TYPE AND SIZE:
Super AMOLED, 5.1 inches
SCREEN RESOLUTION:
QHD 1,440 x 2,560 pixels
OS: Android 5.0.2

CHIPSET: Samsung 
Exynos 7420
RAM: 3GB
MEMORY: 32GB, 64GB 
or 128GB

REAR CAMERA: 16MP
FRONT CAMERA: 5MP
BATTERY SIZE: 2,550mAh

SCREEN TYPE AND SIZE: 
Super LCD3, 5 inches
SCREEN RESOLUTION: 
1,080 x 1,920 pixels
OS: Android 5.0.2

CHIPSET: Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 810
RAM: 3GB
MEMORY: 32GB (up to 
128GB with microSD)

REAR CAMERA: 20.7MP
FRONT CAMERA: 
4 UltraPixel
BATTERY SIZE: 2,840mAh

 � e One M9 takes this 
category easily. It has a rich 
exterior, and scores points 
for not aping every other 
phone on the market. 

HTC ONE M9
Test 01 winner

WEIGHT: 157g

DISPLAY SIZE: 5 inches

HE
IG
H
T:
 1
44
.6
m
m

WIDTH: 69.7mm

WEIGHT: 138g

DISPLAY SIZE: 5.1 inches

HE
IG
H
T:
 1
43
.4
m
m

WIDTH: 70.5mm DEPTH: 
6.8mm

DEPTH: 
9.6mm 

PHONES NEED TO BULK UP
It’s all very well demanding slimmer phones, 
but what are we sacrificing in return?

seen back then. Now we’re at 
the point where even 5mm is 
hefty (Chinese manufacturer 
Oppo has made a phone 
that’s just 4.85mm thick 
yet can still smash open a 

watermelon) – but it’s all 
coming at a price.

Battery life is nowhere 
near where we want it to 
be, and that’s because 
there’s no space for a decent 
capacity. Put it this way: if 
the iPhone 6 was as thick as 
a Nokia 3310, it would last a 
week. But who wants to carry 
that brick around with them?

BEST FOR
DESIGN



FEATURES
TEST 02:

here’s only so much you can 

do with design when making 

a smartphone, so how else can 

you stand out from the rest? 

Never mind fi ngerprint sensors or talking 

companions: give us a camera that creates 

Ken Duncan-esque snaps automatically, 

and a battery that keeps on trucking right 

through the day, and we’ll be ecstatic.

On paper at least, the HTC should take this 

category with ease, boasting as it does the 

highest-megapixel camera (20.7MP) and the 

largest battery on test. Sadly, though, that 

resolution doesn’t translate to outstanding 

photos, even though a sensor on the front of the 

camera means that selfi es are better than you get 

on most phones. As for the battery, 

it may be large but the phone still can’t last 

a day, which is frustrating.

Apple’s feature set is the same as it’s ever 

been. � e buzzword here is simplicity – 

doing the basics well with an interface that’s 

incredibly straightforward. � e snaps taken 

from the rear sensor are still, maddeningly, 

The QHD screen delivers 
jaw-dropping visuals 
when showing 4k footage
in 4:3 aspect ratio, but they pack so much 

quality you’ll forget the camera is only 8MP. � e 

light can wander in happily thanks to that lower 

MP count, which means you can cram 

in more of those oh-so-important twilight shots 

of your food for Instagram. � e Apple’s battery 

life is the same as the HTC’s, but then again 

Apple’s phone batteries have never 

been great, so at least we were prepared for it. 

Saying that, given how the iPhone has the 

lowest-res screen on test, it should be better.

Samsung takes the crown in this particular 

test, as it combines a simply stunning 

16MP camera with a pin-sharp QHD screen that 

brings everything to life in fantastic detail, from 

the photos you’ve taken yourself 

to movies and games – when displaying 4K 

footage or next-gen games, it’s especially 

jaw-dropping. As for battery life, it’s the 

worst of these three handsets, but not by much. 

And the rest of the Galaxy’s feature package 

more than makes up for this slip.

T

All we want is a high-quality 
camera and a long-lasting battery

 Apple users are no strangers 
to battery sadness but, with 
their 2014 handsets, it looked 
like the Android brigade had 
finally nailed it – 24 hours-
plus being a reachable target. 

BRING THE POWER BACK
Frustratingly, none of the phones on test 
lasted the day with heavy use. What gives?

So why have they suddenly 
gone backwards? 

It seems as though 
Lollipop is taking juice from 
the Samsung and the HTC, 
with the latest version 

constantly calling for 
updates. However, the Galaxy 
S6 also has to contend with 
a hyper-res QHD screen, 
which pulls that percentage 
bar down way too fast.

52  T3 AUGUST 2015 Discover more at TechRadar.com/au

Battery life

STATE OF THE ART

Apple’s iSight camera comes with Focus Pixels, which offers better and faster 
autofocus, a feature called Exposure Control and better face detection.

The Macro mode on the iPhone 6 is one of its strongest features, while the 
camera also has an amazing level of depth for an 8MP sensor.

CLAIMED BATTERY LIFE:
150 hours (standby)
BEAVIS BATTERY LIFE:
19 hours 

The iPhone 6 doesn’t have great battery life 
compared to other phones of a similar price, 
but Apple has finally managed to make it last 
for the best part of a day.

APPLE iPHONE 6

100% VIEW
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Battery life Battery Life

The Galaxy S6 features a 5MP front camera and a 16MP rear one, as well as 
a responsive 0.7 seconds launch time. 

The colour reproduction on the S6 is phenomenal, even at this really close 
distance, and low-light performance is far better than expected.

HTC’s Eye Experience software enables you to create split-capture images 
(combining an image from the main camera with your selfie reaction).

The high-res sensor performs brilliantly in bright conditions, but not so 
well for darker shots, with constant over-processing to reduce noise.

CLAIMED BATTERY LIFE:
402 hours (standby)
BEAVIS BATTERY LIFE:
19 hours 

Battery life on the One M9 is definitely the best 
of the three phones featured, but only the best 
by an hour or so, and even then it doesn’t make 
it through the day. 

CLAIMED BATTERY LIFE:
Not given
BEAVIS BATTERY LIFE:
17 hours 

The Galaxy has the worst battery life of the 
phones in this test, despite not having the 
smallest battery. The QHD screen is also a power-
sucker, and Lollipop isn’t especially kind either.

SAMSUNG GALAXY S6HTC ONE M9

 There’s no point jamming in 
ever-more-sensitive sensors 
if you’re not able to use them 
to take brilliant pictures. HTC’s 
UltraPixel camera of last year 
was more impressive than 

AN END TO THE WAR?
We’re issuing a simple plea right now: 
stop the megapixel wars, guys!

the 20.7MP one we have in 
the M9 because at least the 
UltraPixel cam was stellar 
in low light. Samsung has 
shown that 16MP can take 
brilliant snaps, so let’s just 

set the bar there and call it 
done, OK? Then you can get 
back to developing better 
battery life for your phones.

 � e Galaxy S6 takes 
the crown by combining 
a brilliant screen with the 
best pictures from any 
fl agship smartphone

SAMSUNG GALAXY S6

100% VIEW

Test 02 winner

BEST FOR
FEATURES

100% VIEW



SOFTWARE
TEST 03:

It’s not all about looks – how your 
smartphone works is crucial, too

 It’s long been known that 
Apple’s had the best apps. And, if 
you’re a smartphone owner, it’s 
usually had them first. But in 
2014 things began to change: 
Google’s Play Store finally 

APP-OCALYPSE NOW?
Apple is currently top dog for app quality 
and variety, but Android’s catching up

offered more apps than the App 
Store, and the revenue being 
chucked out to developers is 
also getting closer to Apple’s 
sums because Android phones 
keep selling by the bucketload.

However, that doesn’t mean the 
apps are better on Android – the 
boost in growth is from 
developing nations like India, 
where free apps are more 
popular. So if you’re looking for a 
new smartphone with tip-top 
apps, Apple still holds the 
crown for the premium 
experience – but that gap is 
getting smaller by the day.
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STATE OF THE ART

hen you’re investing in a new 

smartphone, of course you want 

it to look awesome and do all 

sorts of amazing things. But more 

than that, you want it to work incredibly 

well on a day-to-day basis, never letting 

you down and continuously backing you up 

so that life (in the small universe of your phone) 

is just a little easier to manage and stay 

connected to. � at’s why you’ll see the big 

brands spending so much money on creating 

great software, off ering clever abilities and 

gimmicks to tempt you towards buying into 

their sultry wares.

We’ll begin this fi nal leg of the test with 

the iPhone 6. Of course, Apple’s iOS platform 

needs no formal introduction. Save for a mad 

battering of colour in 2013, it’s remained largely 

the same for years. Naturally, a host 

of tweaks have improved things over the course 

of time, with the Control Center at the bottom 

making it easy to perform key actions without 

wasting precious time fi ddling around. With iOS 

8, the notifi cations area at the top of the screen is 

now fi nally useful.

HTC’s Sense is the 
most impressive overlay 
to be found here

Samsung’s TouchWiz is more refi ned than in 

previous years, and the multitude of menus have 

been mercifully cut down (because 

who has time to search through all of those?). 

Icons are now smoother and more mature-

looking, although it all still maintains a slightly 

cartoonish air that doesn’t really belong on a 

premium phone. � anks to Samsung’s own 

octa-core processor, which lies at the very heart 

of this phone, everything fl ies eff ortlessly under 

the fi nger. 

HTC’s Sense is the most impressive 

overlay to be found in this category, creating 

a cultured, mature interface that off ers 

genuinely useful features such as Blinkfeed, 

a handy service that provides easy access to 

quick news snacking for updates on the move. 

� e � eme Creator, which analyses snaps 

and makes a perfectly customised overlay, 

is brilliant too. It helps make you feel like 

the HTC One M9 really belongs to you.

Reachability (double-tap the home 
button) makes reaching corners easy

The notification area is now better-
stocked with less columns to confuse

W

APPLE iPHONE 6

BEST FOR
SOFTWARE
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 Your current smartphone 
might be amazing, but you’ll have 
it a while - what about in 2017? 
Will it still be whizzy fast, or a 
crumbling dinosaur that hasn’t 
been updated for years? If you’re 

UPGRADE FRIENDLY
Want a phone that’s more future-proof than 
the rest? There’s only really one choice

worried, simply stick with Apple. 
The brand works to make its 
new software as backwards 
compatible as possible, with 
the four-year-old iPhone 4S still 
rocking iOS 8. It’s not a great 

experience, but you get most of 
the new toys. Android is a 
different story entirely. Each 
brand has to work on each 
phone separately to bring the 
new OS to the phone, which can 
take months and months. So 
Android Orange might offer 
holographic video chat, but your 
Galaxy S6 certainly isn’t 
guaranteed to get it.
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AdaptSound tailors the S6’s audio 
output to your current headphones

Fewer menus and stripped back icons 
make Touchwiz a lot simpler to use

Blinkfeed offers snackable chunks of 
news and even suggests places to eat

Sense Home will tailor the apps 
shown depending on where you are

SAMSUNG GALAXY S6HTC ONE M9

 � e iPhone 6 promotes 
simplicity and brings your 
awesome apps to the fore, 
rather than messing around 
with a million menus

APPLE iPHONE 6
Test 03 winner



T3 RATES: The camera deserves a 
special mention, as it not only takes 
brilliant snaps when in auto mode, but 
gives near full control for the more 
seasoned snap-fan, meaning you can tweak 
all manner of settings to get the picture 
you really want.
T3 HATES: The only issue revolves 
around the battery life, and Samsung 
needs to improve it soon with software 
updates to make this a phone that’s 
entirely without flaws.
T3 SAYS: It didn’t ace every test, but the 
impressive design, sharp screen, oodles 
of power and amazing camera make the 
Galaxy S6 a winner.

T3 RATES: The App Store still 
outflanks whichever better-
specced rivals appear.
T3 HATES: The screen is too 
low-res compared to the rest.
T3 SAYS: The best iPhone ever 
has sumptuous design, a great 
camera and a better battery. 

T3 RATES: Brilliant design 
with amazing craftsmanship.
T3 HATES: The battery and 
camera could be better.
T3 SAYS: 2014’s One M8 offers 
nearly the same, but for a 
much lower price.

 2nd Apple iPhone 6
PRICE: From $999 
WEB: apple.com/au 

 3rd HTC One M9
PRICE: $1,099 
WEB: htc.com/au  

01 STEALING FROM 
THE iPHONE 

 If you’re going from iPhone to 
HTC or Samsung, Sync Manager 
(HTC) or Smart Switch (Samsung) 
will extract info from your iCloud. 
This includes finding your 
most-used apps on Google Play.

02 TAKING MESSAGES 
FROM WHATSAPP 

 Something of a WhatsApp fiend? 

 1st Samsung Galaxy S6
PRICE: From $999 URL: samsung.com/au 

� e overall 
winner is…

Good news! It’s easy to move your 
chats if you’re staying on the same 
platform. App le will suck them up 
as part of the backup, and you can 
save them as a file on Android, but 
it’s tricky to go cross-OS.

03 TEXTUAL 
RELATIONSHIP 

 If you’re desperate to keep hold 
of texts on Android, your first port of 
call should be SMSBackupRestore. 

This enables you to save all manner 
of messages, and you can even 
lock them away in the cloud, ready 
to spring onto your new handset.

04 PICTURE PERFECT 
 While there are loads of ways to 

shift your snaps between phones 
nothing beats saving them to 
computer, connecting your new 
phone and transferring them over. 
Plus, you can finally get rid of any 

FIVE WAYS TO MOVE BETWEEN MOBILES

STATE OF THE ART

shameful snaps you’ve saved.

05 WE’VE MADE 
CONTACT 

 Set up a Gmail account on 
iPhone, Windows Phone or 
Android, and head into the 
settings on your old phone. 
Make sure your contacts are 
saved to Google and they’ll 
spring into your new phone 
when you log in.
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 The camera deserves a 
special mention, as it not only takes 
brilliant snaps when in auto mode, but 
gives near full control for the more 
seasoned snap-fan, meaning you can tweak 
all manner of settings to get the picture 

The only issue revolves 
around the battery life, and Samsung 
needs to improve it soon with software 
updates to make this a phone that’s 
entirely without flaws.

 It didn’t ace every test, but the 
impressive design, sharp screen, oodles 
of power and amazing camera make the 

 Samsung Galaxy S6
URL: samsung.com/au 

� e overall 
winner is…

STATE OF THE ART



REAL RACING 3 
 Still one of the best 

driving games in existence, 
Real Racing 3 pushes the 
graphical prowess of the 
Galaxy S6 to the limit for some 
truly incredible visuals.
Free, Google Play

TIDAL
 Jay-Z’s lossless-music-

streaming service will provide 
you with the tunes to make 
the most of the S6’s audio 
capabilities, complemented 
by the built-in Adapt Sound.
$24 per month, Google Play

AUTODESK PIXLR
 With this fun photo app, 

you’ll be able to transform 
the pictures you’ve taken on 
the S6’s fantastic camera by 
creating collages and applying 
awesome special effects.   
Free, Google Play

NETFLIX
 A gorgeous screen requires 

great content. QHD films are 
coming soon to Netflix but, 
for the time being, the current 
crop upscale rather well on 
the S6’s display.
From $9 per month, Google Play

ADIDAS MiCOACH 
 No matter what level of 

fitness you are, MiCoach has 
a fitness plan that’s tailored 
especially for you – whether 
you want to improve your 
strength, speed or stamina.
Free, Google Play

 Select 
SMARTPHONES

 1SPORTS 
HEADPHONES

 Samsung’s S Health 
app will get you in the mood 
for exercise, and 
Sennheiser’s MX 686G ear 
buds ($130, au.sennheiser.
com) will let you listen to 
your tunes as you do so. No 
matter how vigorous the 
workout, they won’t fall out.

 2CAMERA TRIPOD
 The S6 has a brilliant 

camera, but you’ll still 
benefit from a tripod. Bag a Joby 
GripTight Micro Stand ($29, joby.
com) team it with Pro Mode on the 
camera, and start charging a small 
fortune for wedding photography.

 3BRILLIANT 
SPEAKER

 The upgraded S6 
speaker is still nowhere near as 
powerful as the UE Megaboom 
($350, ultimateears.com). 
Waterproof and with 360-degree 
sound, this is the ideal way to 
blast your tunes.

 4WIRELESS 
CHARGER

 The S6 offers two 
methods of wireless charging, so 
make use of it with the QiStone+ 
Wireless Power Bank (US$60, 
fonesalesman.com). Not only 
does this double as a battery 
pack, it can also stand in for a 
piece of rockery if needs be.

NOW DOWNLOAD THESE FIVE AMAZING APPS

 5VIRTUAL 
WORLDS

 Samsung reckons your 
phone is a portal into other 
realms, so it’s made the Gear VR 
headset (from $249, samsung.
com/au). It’s expensive, but a 
small price to pay in order to 
watch films on the (virtual) 
moon, right?
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add-ons

essential
Samsung  
 Galaxy S6

Sold on the phone? Now make 
it even more awesome with these 
must-have accessories



   MULTI-ROOM 

 AUDIO
WIRELESSLY SPREAD YOUR MUSIC TO EVERY AREA OF YOUR HOME. 
T3 SHOWS YOU HOW TO DO IT, AND THE BEST GEAR TO BUY

Words: Matt Hanson and Rob Carney
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hile portable media players 
and smartphones have 
enabled us to listen to our 
music when we’re out and 

about, the rapid rise of multi-room 
audio technology is granting us a 
similar level of freedom in our 
own homes. 

Not so long ago, enjoying your favourite 

tunes meant being confi ned to the room your 

hi-fi  equipment was installed in. Now, you 

can distribute your music to speakers in every 

room of your house, all of which can be 

controlled by a single remote source. What’s 

more, advances in wireless technology mean 

you can achieve such a set-up without having 

to drill holes or lay cable.

Multi-room audio off ers several benefi ts. 

Imagine waking up in the morning, putting 

your favourite album or playlist on the music 

system in your bedroom, and then walking 

into your bathroom for a shower, while a 

You can have diff erent songs 
playing in diff erent rooms, which 
is ideal for a house party

speaker continues playing the same tunes. You 

might then go to the kitchen, where another 

speaker would be playing the same audio. 

Alternatively, you could have diff erent tracks 

playing in individual rooms, which would be 

ideal for a house party where you want, say, a 

loud area and a chill-out zone. Sure, you could 

do the latter with separate hi-fi  systems, but 

the ease of control of multi-room – mainly the 

fact that you can stream digital music without 

queuing up CDs and the like – makes it an 

attractive proposition. Multi-room audio 

systems can be operated via a smartphone or 

tablet, enabling you to control playback from 

anywhere in the house. And because many of 

us store our music collection digitally, or use 

streaming services such as Spotify and Tidal, 

potentially millions of songs can be available 

throughout the home at the touch of a button.

Start me up
� ere are a few diff erent ways to 

create your ideal multi-room 

set-up. By far the easiest is to buy 

W



 YOUR DREAM SET-UP
Here at T3, it’s Sonos all the way for us…

T3 recommends...

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO
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an all-in-one system that can be expanded as 

and when you need to. � e likes of Sonos’s 

PLAY range and Denon’s HEOS are excellent 

examples, enabling you to start with, say, a 

couple of speakers and then buy more when 

your budget allows, adding to your set-up. 

Both use proprietary wireless tech to connect 

to one another (meaning you can’t mix and 

match brands). For example, you may buy a 

Sonos PLAY:5 ($649) for your main listening 

system in your lounge, a PLAY:3 ($499) for the 

bedroom, and a couple of PLAY:1 speakers 

($329 each) for dotting around the house. You 

can also set up PLAY speakers as stereo pairs. 

Everything is controlled via a smartphone 

app over your Wi-Fi network, and you can 

play either diff erent music or the same tunes 

in diff erent rooms. � ere’s very little set-up, 

and you can move the speakers around at 

will. You don’t need a central hub – the 

speakers work independently and pair 

together when you add new ones. All you 

need to do is confi gure them – in Sonos’s 

case, via the Sonos Controller app. 

If you already have a hi-fi  system in one 

room (probably your lounge) and want to 

hook it up so it can stream its content to Sonos 

speakers in your house, this can be done, 

albeit with wires. Pick up the Sonos 

CONNECT ($599), plug in your existing 

equipment using twin RCA cables (the red and 

white ones), and you’ll be able to stream audio 

from that source to any Sonos speaker. If 

you’re doing this to enable you to listen to 

your CD collection, another, more convenient, 

option is to rip all of your tunes to a NAS 

(Network Attached Storage) device. � is is a 

� ere’s very 
little set-up and 
you can move 
the speakers 
around at will 

Why do we recommend Sonos? 
It’s simple, really – it’s all 
down to the ease of set-up, 
stylish good looks, support 
for all the major streaming 
services, and excellent sound 
quality. Sure, kitting out 
your entire house with Sonos 

gear isn’t going to be cheap, 
but you know you’ll have a 
future-proof system that you 
can expand upon. Also, if you 
want to hook up your current 
hi-fi, you can do so by using 
the excellent Sonos Connect.
sonos.com/en-au

Amazing alternatives
 TOP WIRELESS
 SPEAKER SYSTEMS
All-in-one speakers you can link 
together for multi-room listening 

 01

HARMAN KARDON OMNI 10
It’s wireless, elegant and offers great sound quality. 
Additional speakers can be added with ease and an 
iOS and Android app enables you to set up the 
speakers as separate zones so you can have different 
music in different rooms, or synchronise music 
playback throughout your house with ‘Party Mode’. Get 
the Omni 20 model if you have particularly large rooms. 
$260, harmankardon.com 

02

BOSE SOUNDTOUCH 20
Incredibly simple to set up. You can change the 
settings either with the free SoundTouch app, or 
via touch controls on the speaker. The SoundTouch 
20 can stream music from a local source via Wi-Fi 
or Bluetooth, or connect to online services such as 
Pandora. Adding additional SoundTouch speakers is 
easy and, as you’d expect, sound quality is excellent. 
$549, bose.com./au

03

LG MUSIC FLOW H3
The LG Music Flow H3 is a wireless speaker that can 
connect directly to mobile devices via Bluetooth, or 
to your Wi-Fi network for multi-room audio. Playback 
is controlled via your PC, smartphone or tablet, along 
with the LG Music Flow Player app – and each H3 
speaker (or its big brother, the H5) can play different 
music or the same tunes throughout your home. 
$249, lg.com/au

01

02
BOSE SOUNDTOUCH 20

LG MUSIC FLOW H3
The LG Music Flow H3 is a wireless speaker that can 



24 bit/192kHz, or high-res audio to its 
friends, is a major consideration 
nowadays when buying audio equipment. 
Unfortunately, neither Sonos nor Denon 
supports 24/192 files, so if your hard 
drive is chock-full with 24-bit music,  

you’d best look elsewhere. Sony’s 
SRS-X99 multi-room wireless speaker 
is high-res audio compatible, but 
you’ll struggle to find a cheaper 
set-up that will deliver your music 
‘as the artist intended’.

WHAT ABOUT HIGH-RES AUDIO?

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO
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hard drive that’s connected to your Wi-Fi 

network to deliver your tunes to your 

speakers (either one speaker at a time or 

multiple units). To rip your CDs, you can 

either use iTunes (before copying them over 

to your NAS drive), or use an automated CD 

ripper. With the latter, you only have to insert 

the CD and it’ll rip it automatically. Setting up 

a NAS to work with your Sonos system is 

simple – just go into the Sonos Desktop 

Controller app (Mac or PC) and point the 

system at your networked drive. You can also 

– on the PLAY:5 model – plug in any audio 

source with a 3.5mm jack (audio player, iPod, 

smartphone and so on).

Buying a complete Sonos system isn’t 

exactly cheap – if you want to fi ll your whole 

house with sound, you’re looking at over 

$2,000 brand-new; a little less if you’re just 

after, say, lounge, kitchen and bedroom. But, 

while this approach off ers probably the most 

versatility, there are cheaper options.

Unwired for sound
Technologies such as Apple’s AirPlay and good 

old-fashioned Bluetooth also off er multi-

room capabilities, albeit with compromises. 

For instance, using iOS you can only stream to 

01
SONOS PLAY:5
The biggest speaker in 
the Sonos range, meant 
for your main listening 
room (we imagine this 
will be your lounge or 
living area). The PLAY:5 
can be hooked up to your 
portable audio devices 
using the 3.5mm input.
$649

02
SONOS PLAY:1
A compact, attractive 
speaker that’s perfect 
for the kitchen or the 
shelf in the bathroom. 
Additionally, the PLAY: 
1 can be used with the 
PLAYBAR for an excellent 
surround-sound 
home-theatre set-up.
$329

03
SONOS PLAY:3
The speaker in the 
middle. The PLAY:3 is 
probably the best option 
for the bedroom or a 
smaller lounge. It can 
be placed horizontally 
or vertically and, like 
all the Play speakers, 
set up in stereo pairs. 
$499

04
SONOS SUB
If you’re looking for a 
bass boost, the Sonos 
SUB connects wirelessly 
to your system with a 
press of a button. You 
can place it anywhere 
(even lying flat under the 
sofa). It works with any 
single speaker or pair.
$1,099

05
SONOS PLAYBAR
The PLAYBAR is an 
excellent way to boost 
your TV’s sound – plus 
it’ll enable you to stream 
from services such as 
Spotify. It connects to 
your TV via TOS link, and 
hooks into the rest of 
your Sonos set-up easily.
$1,099

a single AirPlay speaker at a time. You may 

say, “How is that multi-room?” Well, strictly 

speaking it’s not, but using your phone you 

can quickly switch between AirPlay speakers, 

so you can continue listening to the same 

tunes as you move around your house. If you 

opt for iTunes on a desktop or laptop, or even 

the excellent Porthole app (getporthole.com), 

you’ll be able to pipe your iTunes library, or 

any audio using the Porthole app, to multiple 

AirPlay speakers. But, unlike the Sonos or 

Denon solutions, you won’t be able to play 

diff erent tracks in diff erent rooms.

A Bluetooth-based approach is even more 

limiting, as you can only stream from your 

smartphone or tablet to one Bluetooth speaker 

at a time, but you could dot Bluetooth 

speakers around your house and simply 

connect to each one when you’re in that 

particular room. It’s not a true multi-room 

set-up, but it is a way of getting tunes into 

your head without the inconvenience of 

cables and wires – and at a relatively low cost.

If your budget is bigger (read: huge), you 

can get some truly kick-ass audio equipment 

03 04

05
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around your house. If no wires at all is your 

preference, you should check out the Naim 

mu-so. � is all-in-one system has killer looks 

and sound to match. At $1,600 for each 

speaker, it’s going to get expensive, and you 

may not have the room for one of these in all of 

your rooms – they aren’t small. Also, you’ll 

need to fork out another $7,600 or so for a 

Naim SuperUniti or similar for true multi-

room capability – because you’ll need a central 

streamer to be able to send diff erent music to 

diff erent mu-sos at once (you can control the 

set-up of this in Naim’s smartphone app). � at 

said, you can stream to many mu-so systems 

at the same time using AirPlay in iTunes.

It’s a kind of Majik
If you’re wanting a multi-room set-up 

with the reliability and quality of wired 

speakers, the Linn Majik DSM music streamer 

is worth a look. Simply hook it up to speakers 

(and sometimes an amp), and you can stream 

tunes from either your computer, an attached 

hard drive or your smartphone. Add another 

streamer in another room – or a compatible 

box – along with speakers, and you can link 

them together to create a multi-room system. 

� e Majik DSM is serious equipment for those 

serious about audio, and a system comprising 

a few DSM boxes and huge fl oor-standing 

speakers is going to run into fi ve fi gures. It’s a 

true beard-strokingly audiophile set-up 

that’s certainly not for the faint-hearted or 

moth-walleted.

OK, let’s move away from the hardware 

for a moment and look at what you’ll be 

playing on your multi-room system. Many 

have Spotify built in for straightforward 

streaming – just access it from the system’s 

companion app. And Tidal – the CD-quality 

(16 bit/44kHz) streaming service owned by 

Jay-Z and his celeb mates – is now on Sonos 

PLAY systems, meaning you can get better-

quality tunes pumped around your house.

Most of these internet services have 

subscription fees: for example, the ad-less 

Premium version of Spotify will set you back 

$12 per month, while Tidal costs $12 per 

The Bose SoundTouch 
20 is a wireless 
speaker that can be 
hooked up to other 
SoundTouch products

Many systems 
have Spotify 
built in – just 
access it from the 
companion app

� e best…
STREAMING BOXES
Take your music into the digital 
age with a network streamer

 03

LINN MAJIK DSM
Super-high-end audio fans, rejoice: the Linn Majik DSM 
makes everything - audio-wise - better. Its built-in 
DAC augments sound for existing lounge gadgets, 
and it also upgrades the entire music-listening 
experience, thanks to streaming support, with access 
to services like Tidal and network-attached devices. 
Naturally, at this level, you also get hi-res playback.
$6,895, linn.com

 02

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CXN
Streaming boxes are the ultimate tool for music 
freedom, and Cambridge Audio’s CXN is a shining 
example of this multi-faceted ideal. It boasts 
every ability imaginable, including AirPlay, aptX 
Bluetooth, and network access to a NAS box or your 
computer’s drive. It’ll play hi-res audio files, and 
even upscale lower-res tunes for maximum clarity.
$1,449, cambridgeaudio.com 

 01

BLUESOUND NODE 
If you already own an epic sound system, the idea of 
having to upgrade your set-up to future-proof it is a bit 
of a nightmare. Thank heavens, then, for Bluesound 
and its Node box. This box of tricks adds wireless 
streaming abilities to your hi-fi, giving you services 
like Spotify or Tidal, as well as access to files on your 
network of devices. It even supports hi-res audio.
$749, bluesound.com 

Discover more at TechRadar.com/au



HOW TO… CONNECT BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS TO YOUR PHONE OR TABLET

 01MAKE THEM 
VISIBLE

To connect Bluetooth speakers to your 
phone or tablet, you’ll first need to 
make sure they can see each other. 
Usually, on the speaker, you hold a 
Bluetooth button for a few seconds 
until a light flashes or a sound plays.

 02SEARCH FOR 
DEVICES

In iOS and Android, you need to make 
sure Bluetooth is turned on, and then 
in the settings, tap on the name of your 
speaker to pair it with your smartphone 
or tablet. You should now be set up to 
stream music from your device.

 03LIMITATIONS
You can only stream music 

to one Bluetooth speaker at once – so 
you can’t just pair a number of speakers 
with your phone or tablet and expect 
them all to play what you’re listening 
to. But you can have them conected 
and switch between them at will.

 04SWITCH IT
In iOS, you can quickly switch 

the output source of the music you’re 
listening to by swiping up to access 
Control Centre and tapping on the 
name of the speaker you currently have 
connected. Then just choose a new one 
from the list that appears.

� e best…
WAYS TO STREAM
Connect instantly to your gadgets 
with these top streaming services

01
SPOTIFY 
CONNECT
If you have a Premium 
account, this gives you 
direct audio streaming 
from app to speakers, 
laptop or TV, and you 
can even take calls or 
watch videos without 
interrupting playback.
spotify.com

GOOGLE CAST
In addition to streaming 
music to supported 
devices, Cast goes a 
step further and enables 
you to stream visual 
content to your TV, such 
as video via Netflix, or 
even your entire Web 
browser on Chrome.
google.com/cast

APPLE 
AIRPLAY
Like Google Cast, AirPlay 
allows lovers of Apple 
devices like MacBook 
or iPad to stream video 
and images - as well 
as lossless audio - to 
compatible gadgets via a 
tap of the AirPlay button.
apple.com/airplay

02

03

MULTI-ROOM AUDIO
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An expandable system to rival 
Sonos, the Denon HEOS currently 

has no support for Tidal

month for lossy sound, and $24 for the 

high-quality Hi-Fi version. Spotify can also 

be used on your phone – which you could plug 

into a PLAY:5’s 3.5mm jack – but, while this 

option is free, you can only use it in Shuffl  e Play 

mode (ie you can’t just pick a track and play 

it). � ere’s also a host of internet radio 

services built into multi-room systems, and 

these are usually free (TuneIn Radio being one 

of the most popular). Put it this way, there’s 

no shortage of online content when you buy 

any wireless multi-room system.

Strike up the bandwidth
If you’re streaming audio over your Wi-Fi 

network, your router will need to be up to the 

task – streaming can put a lot of pressure on 

your network. Unfortunately, many of the 

free modem routers you get when you sign up 

for broadband won’t cut it. Investing in a new 

router from the likes of Netgear or Belkin that 

comes with external antennae and the latest 

wireless technology will give you faster 

network speeds as well as a far larger range. 

Routers that have QoS (Quality of Service) 

features are worth considering, because this 

enables the router to give priority to music 

and video when streaming. And if your 

wireless network won’t reach all your rooms, 

invest in a Wi-Fi repeater, which will boost 

your network in weak areas (although each 

Sonos speaker acts as a repeater). Similarly, a 

powerline adapter kit will bring Wi-Fi to 

previous black spots in your house.

With good-quality Wi-Fi throughout your 

house, you can now install the multi-room 

audio in the rooms you want, tweaking the 

placement and volume as you see fi t. Most 

wireless speakers have easy set-up procedures 

via apps that enable you to quickly add them 

to your network without the inconvenience of 

having to type in passwords. Setting up a 

multi-room audio system is that simple. 

 Discover more at TechRadar.com/au
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LIFE MOVES FAST – YOU NEED THE BEST TECH TO KEEP 
UP WITH YOU. WHETHER YOU WANT A NEW PHONE, 
A FITNESS TRACKER OR A DRONE, YOU’LL FIND IT HERE 
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ENTERTAINMENT
Indulge with high-res audio 

and the crispest of displays

FOOD AND DRINK
Can’t cook for your life? 

You need kitchen tech now!

FITNESS
Get sweaty with fi tness 

trackers and wireless buds

GROOMING
Souped-up shavers, techy 

toothbrushes and more

COMMUTING
Make your trip fun with cool 

bikes, watches and tablets 

DRIVING
Hit the road in style with 

these motor-tech goodies

DIY
Get your house in shape with 

the niftiest tools and gadgets

BOYS’ TOYS
Take to the skies this summer 

with the best drones around

about battery life live up to the 18-hour promise?
Apple Watch? We aces, but can its much talked-
about battery life live up to the 18-hour promise?
Apple Watch? We aces, but can its much talked-
about battery life live up to the 18-hour promise?
Apple Watch? We aces, but can its much talked-
about battery life live up to the 18-hour promise?about battery life live up to the 18-hour promise?

UPGRADE 
YOUR LIFE

What’s it really like to spend a day using the 
Apple Watch? We aces, but can its much talked-
What’s it really like to spend a day using the 
Apple Watch? We aces, but can its much talked-
What’s it really like to spend a day using the 



Discover more at TechRadar.com/au66  T3 AUGUST 2015

ENTERTAINMENT
FROM MULTI-ROOM AUDIO SYSTEMS TO HD-DISPLAY 
SMARTPHONES AND CURVED TVS, WE’VE GOT YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT TECH NEEDS COVERED 

 01 HUAWEI P8
Smart and light, Huawei’s latest has a slim, aluminium unibody 

for a more premium feel. The 5.2-inch, Full HD display is clear 

and bright, and you’ll relish all those vivid colours and deepest 

blacks when watching HD movies. The 13MP rear camera 

includes features such as optical image stabilisation and low- 

light enhancement, while the front-facing 8MP camera has a 

wide angle so that you can cram more buddies into the shot.

$TBC, huawei.com/au, out August

 02 AUDEZE EL-8
Audeze says its EL-8s are “the world’s 

most advanced planar magnetic 

headphones”. The open-back version 

is a feast of wood veneer accents and 

plump cushioning, the latter ensuring 

maximum comfort. The closed-back 

version has the same ‘revolutionary’ 

acoustic engineering, while reducing 

ambient noise. The EL-8s use Audeze’s 

Fluxor Magnetic, Uniforce Diaphragm 

and Fazor technologies, all of which 

adds up to an audio experience that 

will leave many other cans in the dust.

$999, addictedtoaudio.com.au
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TOP THREE TABLETS
IT’S STEAL, SAVE OR SPLURGE TIME WITH THESE FEATURE-PACKED DEVICES

iPAD AIR 2
Thanks to TouchID tech that uses a 
fingerprint sensor to unlock your Air 2, 
you won’t have to worry about others 
accessing your ‘Pad. A breeze to use, 
the Air 2 features an iSight camera for 
high-quality images, plus a front-facing 
FaceTime HD camera for video calls.
From $619, apple.com/au

SAMSUNG TAB S 8.4
Stay connected on the go without 
feeling weighed down with this 
lightweight, 16GB tablet. The 8.4-inch 
Super AMOLED display is crisp and, with 
the MultiWindow feature, you can split 
the screen so you can work while you 
watch an episode of Silicon Valley.
From $479, samsung.com/au

GOOGLE NEXUS 9
If you’re interested in a tablet with 
portable dimensions then it’s hard 
to go past Google’s latest effort. 
The Nexus 9’s screen isn’t quite as 
dazzling as the Samsung’s, but at 
least you’ll get the latest software 
updates before anyone else.
$479, play.google.com

 03 SAMSUNG JS9500
This TV will wow you with its superb 

design and clear sound. Nanocrystal 

technology enables the backlight 

panel to emit rich colours, deep blacks 

and pristine whites, while the curved 

UHD screen shoots for an immersive 

viewing experience. The Auto Depth 

Enhancer is on board to bring fl at 

images to life, while Samsung’s UHD 

dimming tech adds just the right level 

of contrast and colour. UHD upscaling 

is also handy for enhancing the picture 

of non-UHD-quality shows and fi lms. 

From $9,999, samsung.com/au

 04 DENON HEOS 1
A powerful, wireless multi-room sound 

system, the HEOS 1 pumps out a big 

sound from a compact body. Simple to 

use, the system enables you to listen 

to music wirelessly via Bluetooth and 

Wi-Fi audio streaming. Love listening 

to James Taylor while taking a bath? 

The HEOS 1 is also humidity-resistant. 

Custom EQ sound tailoring helps with 

achieving a natural tonal balance, 

while Digital Signal Processing delivers 

a full sound range. The Go Pack means 

the HEOS 1 can be used outdoors, too.

US$199, denon.com

 05 TEAC HRS101
Compact and impressive, the HRS101 

is a high-resolution micro system that 

comprises the AI101DA Integrated 

Amplifi er with USB DAC and a pair of 

LS-101 speakers. Perfect for slotting 

into small spaces, it enables you to 

enjoy high-res audio streaming from 

your computer, and high-quality 

wireless streaming from your phone 

via aptX Bluetooth. Finished in black 

or silver, the HRS101 has an aluminium 

alloy front panel and enclosure, 

and four audio inputs on board.

$TBC, teac.com.au

GOOGLE NEXUS 9
If you’re interested in a tablet with 
portable dimensions then it’s hard 
to go past Google’s latest effort. 
The Nexus 9’s screen isn’t quite as 
dazzling as the Samsung’s, but at 
least you’ll get the latest software 
updates before anyone else.

From $619, apple.com/au From $479, samsung.com/auFrom $479, samsung.com/au $479, play.google.com
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 03 PANTELLIGENT SMART FRYING PAN
If your kitchen skills are less than adequate, this pan – combined with the accompanying 

app – will give you step-by-step instructions on frying, sautéing or fl ashing the perfect 

supper. So, say you want to cook some salmon, you stick it in the pan and the Pantelligent 

app will tell you the correct temperature (as well as the pan’s current temperature), and 

when you need to fl ip, add other ingredients, and so on. $TBC, pantelligent.com

FOOD AND DRINK
GET YOUR CHOPS AROUND THESE ESSENTIAL 
GADGETS FOR WINING AND DINING 
(YOURSELF AND OTHERS!)

01

03

04
 01 TAP KING 

DISPENSER
Get an authentic home draught 

experience with the Tap King 

Dispenser. Whether you’re a fan 

of tasty ales like James Squire’s 

The Chancer, or inexplicably 

drawn to the, er, unique fl avour 

Tooheys New offers, the Tap 

King ensures you’ll enjoy your 

beverage a whole lot more. 

Serving beer the way it was 

always intended, the Tap King 

keeps your drink of choice fresh 

for up to 21 days, and will make 

sure it hits your glass at an ideal 

temperature of 2-4°C.

$33, tapking.com
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 02 BREVILLE SMART TOAST
Whether your preference is a smothering of peanut butter or a scraping of 

Vegemite, there’s no better way to colour your bread in the morning than by using 

the Breville Smart Toast. A quick-look feature helps you see how the toast is 

browning – the bread ‘glides’ up without interrupting the toasting cycle – crumpet 

and defrost settings are here, and there’s even a special setting for fruit bread.

$220, breville.com.au

THE BEST BARBECUE TECH
FIRE UP THE COALS – IT’S TIME TO GET GRILLING…

iGRILL2
The secret to great barbecued meat 
is a good probing, right? The iGrill2 
helps you get the right temperature 
and, via Bluetooth, lets you know 
when your pork is thoroughly done. 
$129, idevicesinc.com

GOBQ GRILL
The GoBQ claims to be the world’s 
first packable grill. It fits neatly in a 
backpack, can be thrown over your 
shoulder (it weighs eight pounds) 
and assembles in about 20 seconds. 
$193, gobqgrills.com

LYNX SMARTGRILL
Powered by a 1.5GHz CPU, and with 
64GB storage and Wi-Fi, this grill is 
voice-activated or smart-device- 
controlled, so you can basically say, 
“Smartgrill, cook steak” and it will. 
From $9,065, lynxgrills.com

THE BEST TECH 
TO HELP YOU GET 
YOUR HOUSE IN 
TIP-TOP SHAPE

Whether your preference is a smothering of peanut butter or a scraping of 

Vegemite, there’s no better way to colour your bread in the morning than by using 

the Breville Smart Toast. A quick-look feature helps you see how the toast is 

browning – the bread ‘glides’ up without interrupting the toasting cycle – crumpet 

and defrost settings are here, and there’s even a special setting for fruit bread.

$220, breville.com.au

 04 CORAVIN 
1000 WINE 
ACCESS SYSTEM
Want to enjoy one glass of wine 

without rattling through the whole 

bottle? This clever device uses 

a hollow needle to penetrate the 

cork and access the wine, before 

pressurising the bottle with argon 

gas. The wine fl ows through the 

needle into your glass. Once you’ve 

poured, the needle is removed and 

the cork reseals to stop oxidation. 

US$299, coravin.com

 05 ORANGE CHEF 
COUNTERTOP
The Countertop aims to bridge the 

gap between your smart devices 

and kitchen gadgets. Install one of 

the available adapters to either 

your Vitamix blender or Crock-Pot 

slow cooker (more compatible 

devices to come) and it will make 

them smart – when you place your 

gadget onto the Countertop base, 

it’ll connect wirelessly to your 

phone, offering recipes and more. 

US$200, orangechef.com

 01 BROKK 60 
This remote-controlled demolition 
robot may be the smallest of its kind 
(the base unit measures 87 x 59 
centimetres), but it’s said to be 7-8 
times more effective than handheld 
tools. It can be used to demolish 
walls, has a vertical reach of over 
ten feet and can even climb stairs.  
$POA, brokkaustralia.com.au 

 02 STANLEY 
SLP1 TORPEDO 
LASER LEVEL
Crap picture-hanging, be gone! The 
SLP1 Torpedo Laser Level projects 
a straight laser up to 50 feet, while 
a beam-spreader lens creates a 
90-degree angle. A nifty gadget for 
hanging super-straight pictures. 
$91, kltoolsaustralia.com

 03 DEWALT 
INSPECTION CAMERA
Keen to know what that stench is 
coming from your chimney? Now 
you can find out with this flexible, 
waterproof device that ventures 
into your home’s darkest corners 
and relays the footage it captures 
to a screen you hold in your hand. 
$390, justtools.com.au

$91, kltoolsaustralia.com

FIRE UP THE COALS – IT’S TIME TO GET GRILLING…

GOBQ GRILL
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DRIVING
GET BEHIND THE WHEEL TO 
SAMPLE SOME OF THE BEST 
MOTORING KIT THAT MONEY 
CAN BUY

 04 PARROT RNB6
Not content with dominating the drone 

market, Parrot has gone and launched 

a rather spiffi ng infotainment/navigation 

system. The RNB6 comes loaded with 

Android 5.0 and can control your 

dash-cam, reversing cameras and maps 

– oh, and it plays music via your phone 

and favourite apps, too, so you can have 

a sing-song while you drive to work.  

$TBC, parrot.com

 05 GARMIN 
NÜVICAM LMT
Digi-maps are fi tted to many new cars 

nowadays, but the quality varies wildly. 

Better to trust Garmin with your direction- 

fi nding. The LMT brings luxo-barge tech 

to your humble hatchback, with features 

like Forward Collision Warning and Lane 

Departure Warning. Now there’s no 

excuse for being late. Unfortunately.

$499, garmin.com/en-au

 06 KENWOOD 
DNX7250DAB
CarPlay and Android Auto are great, 

but wouldn’t you like to be able to use 

all your phone apps on your car stereo’s 

touchscreen? The DNX7250DAB does 

that job, using Wireless True Mirroring 

tech to broadcast the apps you have on 

your iPhone or Android device. Netfl ix, 

iPlayer and YouTube, here we come. 

$TBC, kenwood.com/au

 01 VW E-UP!
Volkswagen’s fi rst 

all-electric car is 

perfect for driving 

around town, offering 

emission-free power, 

neat LED lights and 

a decent 160km from 

a single charge.

$TBC,

volkswagen.com.au 

 02 BMW i8
This environmentally 

conscious supercar 

boasts futuristic 

looks, a hybrid petrol/ 

electric engine that 

churns out 47.6km/l, 

and a top speed 

of 249km/h. Nifty.

$299,000,

bmw.com.au

 03 TESLA 
MODEL S
Tesla has set the bar 

for the future of 

driving: an all-electric 

range up to 502 

kilometres, incredible 

performance and 

oodles of in-car tech.

$106,900, 

teslamotors.com

02

CAN BUY a decent 160km from 

a single charge.

$TBC,

volkswagen.com.au

and a top speed 

of 249km/h. Nifty.

$299,000,

bmw.com.au
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 THE BEST DRONES
 FOR, ERM, KIDS 

 08 KW SMART 
SUSPENSION
If you’ve ever looked on in envy at luxury 

cars’ adjustable suspension, you may 

not have realised that you can add this 

to your own motor. KW’s DDC kit can 

not only be adjusted for a myriad of 

damper settings from the cockpit, just like 

a top-end BMW, but also by your iPhone 

or Android smartphone via the KW app. 

From $3,380, kwsuspensions.com.au

 07 DASHCOMMAND
Once connected to your car’s on-board 

diagnostic port via a Wi-Fi dongle 

(available separately), the DashCommand 

app will give you a readout of everything 

your car is doing. As well as offering all 

the power, speed and fuel-economy info 

you could ever require, it can tell you 

if your engine is throwing up any fault 

codes, potentially saving you a fortune.

$13, palmerperformance.com

03

CARPLAY-READY ICE
MAKE SWEET MUSIC EN ROUTE WITH THESE HEAD UNITS

ALPINE ILX-007E
The ILX–007E is a lump of loveliness 
for Apple addicts (there’s no 
Bluetooth, so it’s iPhone-only), with 
a gorgeous seven-inch touchscreen 
and all the usual CarPlay toys.
$999, alpine.com.au

PIONEER AVH-X8750BT
Pioneer’s headline CarPlay receiver 
creams the opposition in terms of 
features – for a price. And if you’re an 
Androidist, you can rejoice because 
it comes toting Android Auto as well. 
$1,149, pioneer.com.au

PIONEER APPRADIO 4
Pioneer’s AppRadio systems have had 
a mixed reception due to the lack of 
compatible apps. The inclusion here of 
Apple CarPlay will solve that problem – 
as long as you own an iPhone.
$TBC, pioneer.com.au

 FOR, ERM, KIDS 

 01 PARROT
JUMPING SUMO
With a swipe of your finger on your 
smartphone or tablet, you can make 
this two-wheeler turn 90 and 180 
degrees, and even leap horizontally 
up to 80cm. And, of course, you can 
see exactly what it’s seeing – it’s 
perfect for chasing cats.
$240, parrot.com

 02 REVELL WI-FI 
QUADCOPTER X-SPY
If you want to go airborne without 
breaking the bank, this is a decent 
choice. It’s controlled using a 
somewhat chunky joystick, but 
offers the ability to slot in your 
smartphone to give you a first-
person view of your aerobatics.
$199, revell.de

 03 HUBSAN X4 MINI
Your little miracle will love this 
aerial drone – plus it’s cheap as 
chips, so you don’t need to worry 
about it smashing into a million 
pieces. A six-axis control system 
with adjustable gyro sensitivity 
makes it stable to fly, and it’ll 
record your flight – albeit not in HD.
$70, australianrobotics.com.au

UPGRADE 
YOUR LIFE



HEALTH
FIVE TOP GADGETS 
TO GET YOU MOVING 
IN STYLE…

 05 ASICS NATURAL 33
AmpliFoam technology, developed 
to work with all 33 joints in the foot, 
ensures that these trainers offer 
a natural running experience. 
$TBC, asics.com.au

 01 FITBIT CHARGE HR 
Stylish, discreet and accurate, this 
fitness band makes your routine fun, 
so it’s that much easier to get 
yourself out of bed. 
$200, fitbit.com/au

 03 FITBIT ARIA 
WI-FI SCALE
Monitor your BMI, weight and more. 
Wireless syncing can also transfer 
Aria data to the Fitbit dashboard. 
$170, fitbit.com/au

 04 MAGIMIX 
LE BLENDER
Quiet in use, Le Blender is perfect for 
making protein shakes post-workout, 
plus fresh soups and healthy puds. 
$299, magimix.com.au

 02 JABRA SPORT 
PULSE EARBUDS
The in-ear heart-rate monitor makes 
these wireless buds ideal for getting 
in-run feedback on your performance. 
$249, jabra.com.au

HEALTH
FIVE TOP GADGETS 
TO GET YOU MOVING 

FITBIT CHARGE HR 
Stylish, discreet and accurate, this 
fitness band makes your routine fun, 

The in-ear heart-rate monitor makes 
these wireless buds ideal for getting 
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THE BEST GADGETS FOR 
EVERYTHING

THERE’S A FINE LINE BETWEEN MANLY 
MUSK AND FULL-BLOWN MAN STINK, 
BUT THIS TECH WILL KEEP YOU FRESH 

GROOMING

 05 HAIRMAX LASER 
COMB PRO 12
There are tons of pungent hair-growth 

lotions around, but what if you want 

something more cost-effective in the long 

run? Well, this brush promises to reverse 

hair thinning and stimulate growth by using 

laser tech to energise hair cells, ultimately 

leading to stronger follicles. 

US$545, hairmax.com

 06 MOXIE SHOWERHEAD 
+ WIRELESS SPEAKER
Rock out while lathering up! Fitting easily 

in place of your current showerhead, the 

Moxie comprises a wireless speaker that 

can also be removed for portable use. 

There’s a choice of showerheads available, 

including the rainhead design with its 

air-induction tech for a spa-like spray.

From $290, kohler.com

 03 LUNA FOR MEN
The Luna facial-cleansing brush may cost 

a packet, but it promises to transform your 

chops into a wonderland of baby-soft skin. 

Using T-Sonic technology to condition your 

face for a close shave, it pumps out up to 

8,000 pulsations a minute to remove dead 

skin cells and unclog pores. It even has an 

anti-ageing mode for smoothing wrinkles. 

$249, foreo.com

 04 BRAUN SERIES 7 799
As featured in T3 220’s ‘100 Gadgets You 

Can’t Live Without’, this kingly shaver is fully 

rechargeable, ensuring you never run out of 

juice when removing the mass of fuzz from 

your face. Suitable for wet and dry use, this 

quick-charge device offers three unique 

shaving modes (extra-sensitive, normal and 

intensive), dependent on your skin type.

$549, braun.com

 01 ORAL-B PRO SMART 
SERIES TOOTHBRUSH
With a range of deep-cleaning motions 

and brush modes, this brush offers a superb 

tooth scrub. Packing Bluetooth tech, it 

can be used with the Oral-B app to monitor 

your brushing habits, while the Wireless 

SmartGuide syncs with your brush to give 

you real-time feedback on your efforts. 

$330, smartseriesconnectedbrush.com.au

 02 PHILIPS 
BEARDTRIMMER SERIES 
7000 AND 9000
The suction on the Series 7000 will 

ensure less spillage in the bathroom sink, 

and there’s a turbo-boost button for extra 

power. Going for that Ming the Merciless 

look? Grab the Series 9000, a laser-guided 

trimmer for sculpting sharp beard lines.

From $110, philips.com.au
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 05 APPLE 
WATCH
iPhone user? This is the best 

accessory for your commute. 

The Apple Watch delivers 

notifi cations, helps you reply 

to messages and will even 

get you to that unfamiliar 

meeting place by offering 

turn-by-turn directions. 

From $499, apple.com/au 

 01 GOCYCLE G2
Folding into a neat package, 

this bike is easy to store 

when not in use. Pedal it to 

burn some calories, or hit the 

magic red button to let the 

motor kick in. With speeds 

of up to 24km/h, this little 

number will put the fun 

back into your commute.

$5,850, gocycle.com

 06 MASTER 
PIECE HEDGE 
BACKPACK
This Japanese-designed pack 

features a roll-top, enabling 

you to squeeze the air out 

of it and make more room 

for your belongings. It looks 

great and is made of Cordura 

canvas for added durability.

$365, endclothing.com

 02 GRIFFIN 
ELEVATOR
Ideal for getting your laptop 

into a comfortable position 

on your desk, the Elevator 

raises the height of your 

screen and liberates some 

much-needed space, which 

means you can stick your 

pot of noodles underneath.

US$40, griffi ntechnology.com

 07 JAWBONE 
UP2
Remembering to get up off 

your offi ce chair regularly 

can be a struggle. Jawbone’s 

UP2 activity tracker will give 

you gentle reminders in the 

form of a vibration on your 

wrist to let you know when 

it’s time to go for a wander.

$149, jawbone.com

 03 GUNNAR 
VINYL GLASSES
Designed to ease eye strain 

by taking the weight off your 

eye muscles, reduce the 

damaging effects of blue 

light, and prevent your eyes 

from drying out, these are 

a must. They’re available as 

prescription glasses, too.

$124, visiondirect.com.au

 08 PENCIL
One for the creative types 

among you, or for those who 

regularly attend meetings, 

the Pencil by FiftyThree is a 

beautiful-looking stylus that 

enables you to draw, scribble 

or write on your tablet in the 

same, natural fashion that 

you would with paper.

$70, fi ftythree.com

 04 LENOVO 
THINKPAD YOGA 12
This 12.5-inch laptop has a 

ThinkPad keyboard for long 

bouts of typing, as well as a 

Full HD touchscreen that can 

be fl ipped 360 degrees from 

the closed position so that 

you can use the ThinkPad 

Yoga 12 as a full-blown tablet. 

$1,699, lenovo.com/au

COMMUTING AND WORK
ENJOY A HAPPIER COMMUTE AND A MORE PRODUCTIVE DAY AT THE OFFICE 
WITH OUR ESSENTIAL WORK-TECH PICKS 
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SCREEN DREAM 
Porsche’s cabin of 
the future. A trio 
of TFT screens – two 
feeding images relayed 
from external mirror 
cameras – give the 
driver an enormous 
amount of information



 D
o you remember in the when the perceived quality 

of your in-car tech was calculated by whether or 

not you could answer “yes” to the question: is there 

more room for speakers and sub-woofers in your 

car than passengers?

Well, thankfully, those days are gone and we’re looking  

at a much more intuitive and integrated in-car future than we 

ever imagined during those nights of car-park cruise culture. 

The way a car interior looks from a driver’s point of view has 

remained largely unchanged in the last half a century. There 

have been developments over the years but, rather than 

smack-across-the-head changes, these have been more about 

steady reinvention anchored to the principle must-haves of  

a steering wheel, dials for speed, revs, fuel and temperature, 

climate controls and some sort of entertainment unit. But 

that’s all about to change…

QUICK DASH
What we, as drivers, need from our vehicle’s in-car tech is 

moving on significantly as connected-everything gathers 

momentum. Google’s self-driver already has a removable 

steering wheel, so it’s easy to imagine that even that mainstay 

instrument could eventually retract away into the dash when 

it’s not needed, as your autonomous car zips you around. 

While your car’s talking with a city’s infrastructure to work 

out your best route to the office, you’ll need to find other ways 

to entertain yourself on the move. Think about it, if your car is 

doing things such as communicating with other vehicles to 

work in conjunction with them, caravanning like a road train 

coupled together via a data connection in order to travel 

around as a pack, what are you as the ‘driver’ going to do?

In-car technology will inform 
the very design of your car’s 
interior over the next decade 
or two, which means things 
will all look very different… 

Words: Jamie Hibbard
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Ford's Jim 
Buczkowski is the 
Director of Electrical 
and Electronics 
Systems, Research 

and Advanced Engineering. 
Basically, he knows a lot of stuff…

WHAT CAN WE EXPECT 
IN 10 YEARS TIME?

 Voice recognition started 
as a great way to reduce driver 
distraction, and we’ve researched 
that a lot. Situational awareness, 
which means having your eyes up, 
looking around, is most important 
for safety. Heads-Up Display can 
do that, because the display is 
up closer into the field of view, so 
you don’t need to look down.

HOW WILL THE 
DASHBOARD LOOK TO 
THE DRIVER?

 We want driver-oriented 
controls, but you’ll probably still 
have an instrument cluster, it’ll 
just have a different priority of 
data on it versus the HUD so they 
will work together.

WHAT CAN YOU SEE 
GOING ON IN THE CABIN 
AS FAR AS 20-YEARS IN 
THE FUTURE?

 We’re doing research into 
that area right now. One of the 
things that we’ve really evolved 
on is to focus on experience and 
technology as an enabler for that. 
Ultimately if we get to the highest 
level of autonomous driving where 
the vehicle is trusted completely 
and the driver doesn’t have to 
pay attention at all then you can 
present a lot of other information.

WHAT'S THE MOST 
IMPORTANT THING?

 The challenge is going to 
be everyone wants more and to 
connect everything. But you’ve 
got to keep it simple. The interior 
of an autonomous vehicle has got 
to be driven by the experiences 
that consumers want to have.

FOCUS ON FORD
EVERY MAJOR CAR 
MANUFACTURER HAS AN 
EYE ON THE FUTURE, 
SO WE CAUGHT UP 
WITH ONE…
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Look at Mercedes’ much lauded 

concept the F 015 Luxury in Motion as 

an example of where we might be by 

2030. Mercedes imagined the world by 

that time to 

have accepted autonomous driving as 

normal. When situations aren't fun to 

drive yourself, like nose-to-tail traffi  c, 

the car will just take over and do it for 

you. It also supposed that inversely 

proportional with the inevitable ever 

growing urbanisation, the shrinking of 

personal space and lack of one’s own 

time will occur – which broadly means 

that as the real world's urban areas get 

more congested, you’ll have less and less 

opportunity to fi nd room for yourself.

With that in mind, the F 015’s cabin 

maximises the time you get to spend in 

your own environment. So your Merc 

drives itself to pick you up, the doors 

open and you glide inside. � ere, you 

can sit back and consume your media 

via the six eye-tracking controlled 

screens or just tuning out for the 

duration of your journey.

Your car, don’t forget, needs nothing 

more from you than an input to state 

where you’re going, it’ll sort the rest.

So there you are, in your little 

protective bubble, being chauff eur 

driven by your car. � is is your future. 

Do you like it?

THE HERE AND NOW
� is might all sound a bit too sci-fi  but it 

will be here sooner than you think. � e 

big steps that we’re about to see taken 

by car manufacturers are already well 

underway in R&D labs the world over. As you’ll 

read in our Q&A (left) with Jim Buczkowski, 

Director of Electrical and Electronics Systems, 

Research and Advanced Engineering at Ford, 

in-car tech that seemed so very far away only a few 

years ago is all now quite imminent.

Take augmented reality, for example. Most of us 

think about AR going only as far as an app that 

shows the way to the nearest restaurant or bar. But 

in the car it’ll do so much more. It’s not that much 

of a leap to fi nding us with windscreens that will 

no longer be merely your windows to the outside 

world, but rather your guide. � e windscreen will 

become a full screen Heads-Up Display (HUD), 

feeding you info that you need to see right where 

you want it the most: slap bang in front of you.

Your GPS will no longer be a small screen 

suckered to the glass or popped into the dash; 

instead it'll utilise the whole expanse of your 

windscreen, showing you useful information like 

direction arrows or warning signs as if they were 

all painted onto the actual road in front of you. � e 

centre cluster around your steering wheel will no 

longer be the prime area for information relay, 

instead all of the alerts and updates will be 

displayed across your windscreen.

Manufacturers' prime concern, from a 

usability stand point, is to make you a safer 

driver, so keeping your eyes looking up and 

forward for as much of the time as you're behind 

the wheel is a huge goal for all of the technology 

that's being developed. To this end, voice 

commands will get even more usable, as the best 

way for you to get what you want in your cabin is 

to say it out loud, rather than taking your eyes 

from the road to search for an environment setting 

or a headlight switch.

Already, this future is beginning to show in the 

real world. Tesla has a huge 17-inch touchscreen in 
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concept redefines the 
interior of a vehicle, with 
a focus on entertainment  
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is already making huge 
strides within in-car 
technology 03 Audi’s 2015 
TT cabin, including a 
12.3-inch screen that sits 
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its Model S, tilted towards the driver for rich content and 

mobile connectivity. And Audi is about to introduce the 

Virtual Cockpit with its 2015 TT,  

a 12.3-inch screen that sits behind the steering wheel in place 

of traditional dials, giving drivers the option to choose 

between an infotainment setting that brings functions such as 

the navigation map to the fore, or a more normal dial set-up 

(the TTS model has a virtual rev counter right in the middle). 

This tech was still just a concept even just a few years ago, 

when Porsche showed its 

2012 Sport Turismo vision of 

the future there sat a similar 

TFT screen, only that one 

also had a pair of screens to 

feed in the images relayed 

from exterior mirror 

cameras, too. It's rare for 

Porsche to do a concept, but 

when it does you can be pretty sure that it's confident that 

what you're shown will become reality, so keep an eye out for 

those cameras.

The cabin layout that you're so used to is already changing 

at a faster pace than it ever has before. Connectivity is the 

biggest thing that's happening in-car right now – your apps 

already talk to your car in more ways than ever. This is a huge 

melting pot where auto makers and tech companies are 

coming together, and one for which the auto side doesn't need 

to do too much development of its own – your phone does all 

the heavy lifting, your car just needs to facilitate it.

To exemplify just how Really Big and Important this area of 

business is for the car industry, think about what it means that 

the president of the Fiat Chrysler group, Sergio Marchionne, 

recently spent a week in Silicon Valley taking not only a ride in 

Google's autonomous car, but also the opportunity to meet 

with Apple head honcho Tim Cook and Tesla founder Elon 

Musk. Cook is apparently, ‘interested in Apple's intervention in 

the car’, according to Marchionne. And of Musk he said that 

he's ‘incredibly impressed with what that kid has done.’

The fallout from these 

meetings obviously opens 

up many potential 

possibilities of cross-

pollination for all parties, 

especially with Apple 

having already been so 

open about iOS auto 

integration with CarPlay. 

Fiat, don't forget, is the parent company of Ferrari, where 

you've seen a lot about CarPlay. And it’s guaranteed that many 

similar meetings have happened with all car manufactures and 

tech companies the world over. It’s extremely exciting.

But things get even more intriguing when you listen to the 

whispers that Apple is looking at a very real future of 

becoming an auto maker itself, with an electric car. If it moves 

into that area, you can imagine how wild the possibilities for 

in-car tech with be then.

If Apple makes a car, will you get the ever present startup 

'bong' chime when you turn the key? We kind of hope so. 

The cabin layout that you’re 

so used to is changing at  

a faster pace than ever before

MINI’S AR HUD
STRAPPING THE TECH 
ONTO YOUR FACE!

 Mini showcased its 
Augmented Vision HUD goggles 
concept recently, and although 
they look ridiculous – think of the 
cover art for Will Smith superhero 
Hancock – the idea behind them is 
strong. As well as having an array 
of Heads-Up Display functionality, 

they’ve also got the ability to see 
through parts of the vehicle, so 
that blind spots are no longer a 
factor. For example, A-pillars and 
doors are effectively removed,  
so that the driver has a much 
better idea of the surroundings.

Other functions on offer 
include contact-analogue 
navigation and points of interest, 
enhancing reality by displaying 
the navigation arrows as if they 
were painted on the road in front 

of the car. Just like in a console 
game when you have the driver 
assist turned on, your route 
would be lit up in front of you, so 
you could keep your head up and 
looking where you're going.

This is an intriguing take on 
in-car VR, and regardless of the 
aesthetic horror of the hardware, 
it's all starting to make a lot of 
sense. Mini would just need to 
convince people that it's OK to 
look a bit silly while driving.
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Our five awards

OUR MISSION IS TO BRING YOU THE 
CLEAREST RECOMMENDATIONS WE CAN 
– AND THAT MEANS A GREAT DEAL OF 
HARD WORK HAPPENS BEFORE A 
PRODUCT EVEN REACHES OUR PAGES!

Because we only feature products the 
T3 team would happily use ourselves, 
we end up discarding a signifi cant number 
of options in each category before settling 
on a fi nal shortlist to review. In this 
respect, T3 Select does exactly what it 
says on the tin, picking only the best of 
the best to test; the gear we know you’ll 
want to seriously consider purchasing. 

And that should mean an end to you 
having to undertake hours of painstaking 
research and product comparisons. 

You won’t see any subpar products 
featured in our tests, but you will come 
away with clarity on which one is the 
best in its category or for a specifi c task 
– our awards badges below ensure that 
everything T3 recommends is clearly 
highlighted on the page.

It goes without saying that every 
product inT3 Select has been thoroughly 
tested by our team of experts, enabling 
you to buy with total confi dence.

How we test…
The scores
explained

Awarded to products that 
are energy-efficient 
or help to protect the 
natural environment

For kit that demonstrates 
exceptional industrial 

design and refinement, in 
addition to being great

This accolade and others 
like it show you which 

gear is best for specific 
features or tasks

This is given to winners 
of our group tests, so 

you can see exactly which 
is the best at a glance

Only the best products 
– those that score five 
stars – receive our 

coveted Platinum Award

EXPERT REVIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO HELP YOU BUY WITH CONFIDENCE  

Forget it

Below average

Good for the price

Very good all round

An exceptional,
best-in- class product

080 LG G4
084  Ultrabooks/

laptops 
086  Games 
089 Apps
090 Entertainment  

REVIEWED IN DEPTH
THIS MONTH...

ISSUE 168/    
AUGUST 15

Read our 
review of this 
new leather-clad 

smartphone 
p80

LG G4

Discover more at TechRadar.com/au

TO HELP YOU BUY WITH CONFIDENCE  
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he G4 is the phone 

that LG should’ve made 

last year when it brought 

us the slightly mundane 

G3 instead. This year, things are all 

change with a super-powerful screen, 

a faster processor and a much better 

camera – plus it’s encased in leather.

Wait, what? Leather on a phone? 

Yeah, when we fi rst heard rumours 

of this a few months back, we 

thought it was some fan concept art 

that had accidentally made its way into 

the public consciousness. But, 

lo and behold, that’s exactly what 

LG announced at the launch: leather.

The idea is simple. Instead of 

following the trend of all the other big 

brands and releasing a phone encased 

in metal, LG decided that leather was 

a more premium material and offered 

some real differentiation. It’s certainly 

different, but it lacks the panache 

of the almost-ceramic iPhone 6 and the 

jewellery-grade HTC One M9.

You’ll also notice that this isn’t 

a slim phone. LG has made the G4 

a portly 9.3mm at its thickest point, 

which kinda makes it feel like you’re 

holding the same phone Zack Morris 

sported in Saved By The Bell. The 

reason is to make the back (and the 

battery) removable to improve access 

to the SIM slot and the microSD port, 

but we’d much rather the space had 

been used to give us more power 

or perhaps a bigger battery. Still, at 

least the curved back means it fi ts 

nicely in the palm, so the extra width 

isn’t really noticeable. 

It’s a bold design from LG, and 

one that will likely divide opinion. 

The leather feels much too stretched 

and plastic-like to be truly premium, 

and the phone hasn’t garnered 

very many ogles since we started 

fl ashing it around. Perhaps it’ll be 

like a comfortable old leather coat, and 

mould to us over time. But we can’t 

help thinking it’ll merely highlight 

exactly where we spilled a drink over it 

the previous night.

SNAPPY DAYS
LG’s other big claim with the G4 is 

its picture-taking ability. In fact, the 

presentation we sat through felt more 

like a chat about the company’s new 

camera than its phone. 

The two cameras on the G4 are 

top-notch. The rear snapper is 16MP, 

boasting a larger sensor for that 

all-important low-light sensitivity. At 

f1.8, it’s one of the better devices out 

there for taking photos in the dark, and 

LG was quick to point out how much 

REVIEW

Hell for leather

SPECIFICATIONS

HOLY COW – LG’S NEW G4 PACKS A GREAT SCREEN AND CAMERA, BUT WHAT ABOUT THAT COVER…

T

PRICE $929 URL www.lg.com/au SCREEN Quantum IPS LCD 
RESOLUTION 1440 x 2560 pixels SIZE 5.5 inches 
DIMENSIONS 148.9 x 76.1 x 9.8mm WEIGHT 155g 
FRONT CAMERA 8MP REAR CAMERA 16MP STORAGE 32GB 
(microSD up to 128GB) RAM 3GB BATTERY 3,000mAh

ABOVE It looks 
chunky, and we’re 
not too keen on 
the leather, but 
the G4’s ‘guts’ 
are glorious 

HIGH-DEF VIDEO
With UHD video capture, 

you can record and then send 
4K-quality video straight from 

the G4 to your HDMI-enabled 
TV for big-screen viewing

HIGH-DEF VIDEO
With UHD video capture, 

you can record and then send 
4K-quality video straight from 

the G4 to your HDMI-enabled 
TV for big-screen viewing

HIGH-DEF VIDEO
With UHD video capture, 

you can record and then send 
4K-quality video straight from 

the G4 to your HDMI-enabled 
TV for big-screen viewing

Hell for leatherHell for leather
exactly where we spilled a drink over it 

its picture-taking ability. In fact, the 

presentation we sat through felt more 

like a chat about the company’s new 

The two cameras on the G4 are 

top-notch. The rear snapper is 16MP, 

boasting a larger sensor for that 

all-important low-light sensitivity. At 

f1.8, it’s one of the better devices out 

there for taking photos in the dark, and 

LG was quick to point out how much 

 Quantum IPS LCD 
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LEATHER BACK
The decision to use cow hide 
is bold, but it’s stretched 
so thinly that it doesn’t 
really provide the premium 
feel LG is going for

MANUAL CONTROL
The G4’s rear camera has full 
manual control and RAW support, 
so you can finally think about 
ditching the DSLR while still 
getting brilliant shots

EXTRA MEMORY
Pack a lifetime of music 
and videos into the G4 
with a memory card the 
size of a thumbnail – 
microSD support ahoy!

 Select
LG G4

� e LG G4 is a 
phone that delivers 
a lot in a very 
compact space 

MANUAL CONTROL
The G4’s rear camera has full 
manual control and RAW support, 
so you can finally think about 
ditching the DSLR while still 
getting brilliant shots

EXTRA MEMORY
Pack a lifetime of music 

Select
LG G4
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LEATHER BACK
The decision to use cow hide 
is bold, but it’s stretched 
so thinly that it doesn’t 
really provide the premium 
feel LG is going for

� e LG G4 is a 
phone that delivers 
a lot in a very 
compact space 

EXTRA MEMORY
Pack a lifetime of music 
and videos into the G4 
with a memory card the 
size of a thumbnail – 
microSD support ahoy!
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better it is than the competition.

The camera loads up fast – 0.6 

seconds, which seems oddly close to 

Samsung’s 0.7 seconds – so you won’t 

miss that awesome photo opportunity. 

It does have a horrid tendency to 

over-process stuff and make it seem 

a bit muddy, but this isn’t especially 

obvious unless you really zoom in, 

and it’s still a lot better than what we’ve 

seen from LG in years gone by.

And here’s some news that’ll cheer 

up the photography buffs among 

you: RAW support and full manual 

control are included in the camera’s 

software, meaning you can take 

snaps exactly how you want, with 

everything from focal length to ISO 

mode present and tweakable.

For the less adventurous, there 

are automatic and simple ‘press the 

screen to save the pretty picture’ 

a perfect opportunity for blokes to see 

what they’d look like as their sister. 

Hmm, she really needs a shave...

QUANTUM LEAP
With last year’s G3, LG fi nally brought 

QHD screens to the market. It’s 

therefore no surprise that the brand 

has done it again, only this time it 

seems to have got it right. The 

Quantum IPS LCD display on the 

G4 can be mindblowing at times, 

with any 4K footage really popping and 

fi zzing off the screen.

The reason for this? The screen is 

now brighter, with richer colours that 

are based on the cinematic spectrum, 

so it’s more true to what you see down 

your local multiplex. This also results 

in deeper blacks and whiter whites for 

excellent contrast ratio. It really works 

but, man, does the G4 just love to show 

The extra space needed for the G4’s removable 
back adds unnecessary girth to the design

As well as a massive upgrade in the performance department, the rear-facing camera comes with 
other neat tricks, including the ability to activate it with a double-tap of the silver panel

Smart Notice is into you, offering timely 
weather reports and updates on your mates

The alternatives

The screen looks great, with 
clear blacks and colours

The camera is powerful 
and takes killer snaps

The battery life is 
LG’s worst ever

HTC ONE M9
 HTC has designed 

a phone that would 
make a jeweller 
weep, but beneath the 
veneer the M9 isn’t 
a big step up. The 

camera is mediocre and the screen is ‘only’ 1080p, 
though the Sense interface is still one of the best 
around for a smartphone. $1,099, htc.com/au

iPHONE 6
 Apple’s best iPhone 

yet has the G4 totally 
licked in terms of 
design, but it’s light 
years behind LG’s 
handset when it 

comes to screen sharpness and the camera spec. 
Apple’s ace up the sleeve is still the excellent app 
ecosystem, though. From $999, apple.com/au

SAMSUNG 
GALAXY S6

 The Galaxy S6 
brings more power, 
a speedier camera, 
a more colourful 
and sharper screen, 

and an overall better design to the mix. Some 
Samsung fans will miss the removable battery and 
expandable storage. From $999, samsung.com/au

modes on board – and, happily, these 

are adept at getting a good photo, 

especially in strong light.

The front-facing camera is 8MP and, 

again, it’s pretty robust. The LG G4 

seems to be a phone that’s all about 

the selfi e. Want to take 

multiple selfi es at once (and let’s face it, 

we all have our vain moments)? 

You simply open and close your fi st 

twice in front of the sensor and it’ll take 

four selfi es in a row.

The sensor width on the front of 

the phone could do with being a touch 

wider, because when you’re taking 

snaps of yourself huddled up with 

friends, it still feels a bit cramped. But 

at least there’s a High Dynamic Range 

feature, which will add some oomph to 

those horrible pictures of your face.

Speaking of which, the inexplicable 

Beauty mode is added in, providing 



 Select
LG G4
Select
LG G4
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off the colour red! Try browsing the 

Sydney Swans’ website, for instance, 

and you’ll feel as though something has 

gone wrong with your eyes. It’s 

annoying that you can’t tweak the 

settings in the same way you can with 

the Samsung Galaxy S6, which has a 

variety of options for more muted 

shades should the vibrant colours of 

a Super AMOLED screen not fl oat 

your boat.

The G4’s larger screen also lends 

itself to watching fi lms on the go. While 

we needed to fi re up the brightness 

a little more in order to get the best out 

of our chosen vids, it was still a clean 

and crisp viewing experience 

throughout. Our only issue is with 

LG’s decision to go QHD at all – there’s 

still so little content out there to 

really make use of all those delightful 

extra pixels, so the additional 

battery-sucking seems unnecessary.

POWER DOWN
There seems to be something of an 

odd trend in 2015’s smartphones: the 

battery life is terrible in so many of 

them. The Samsung Galaxy S6, the 

iPhone 6 and the HTC One M9 have 

all got power packs that struggle to last 

a day. Unfortunately, the LG G4 has 

joined those shameful ranks.

It’s odd, given that there’s a 

3,000mAh battery in the mix, as well 

as the new Qualcomm 808 chipset. 

Smart Notice tells you what 

to wear that day based on the weather 

is genuinely useful. Also, we’d like to 

give a shout out to the rear key on 

this phone. For one thing, it makes 

taking pictures much easier, with a 

simple double-tap of your fi nger fi ring 

up the camera.

And that’s that. The LG G4 is a 

phone that delivers a lot of fantastic 

features in a compact (but not as 

compact as usual) space – Apple 

should take note of this when it comes 

to design the iPhone 7 Plus. OK, so the 

whole leather thing might not be quite 

on the money and looks a little ’70s, 

but we can’t deny that the screen is 

truly a thing of beauty. Better still, the 

camera is more powerful than most of 

us will ever need when we’re merely 

trying to get our cat to smile. 

WIDE BOY 
The G4 is 9.3mm at 
its thickest point, 
which is positively 
chubby when you 
compare it to, say, 
the iPhone 6 (6.9mm)

T3 RATES Amazing screen, strong 
camera, expandable storage
T3 HATES Poor battery, lag-prone 
interface, cheap-feeling design
T3 SAYS The G4 has a great 
screen and a versatile camera, 
but an overly chunky design 
and a plastic case. And we’re 
really not sold on that leather

This engine is supposed to give better 

battery life through having fewer cores 

(six rather than the eight doing the 

rounds at the moment), but in practice 

it hasn’t demonstrated this.The extra 

pixels needing to be driven are likely to 

be a large part of the cause, but 

Google’s Lollipop is also nabbing a fair 

chunk of that power, despite LG 

bringing out the fi rst fl agship 

smartphone to run Android 5.1 (Silent 

mode is back! Who thought getting rid 

of that would be a good idea?). 

It’s not the worst battery life on the 

market, and, thanks to the removable 

power pack, you can always carry a 

spare with you in case of emergencies, 

but for a modern smartphone it’s 

heartbreaking to not get at least two 

days out of your device when it spends 

most of the day in your pocket.

At least LG has made up for this 

disappointment in other areas. The 

infrared blaster is still in attendance, 

which means you can change the 

channel on the offi ce TV while sneakily 

checking your emails. The camera 

features the impressively named 

laser autofocus (technology inspired by 

that in a robot vacuum cleaner). And 

the interface has been improved, 

making everything look fl atter and 

generally more mature. It’s still 

a little cartoony (in the same way 

that Samsung is yet to properly fi x 

TouchWiz), although the feature where 

� e G4’s camera 
is more powerful 
than most of us 
will ever need 
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APPLE MACBOOK
From $1,799, apple.com/au 

ASUS ZENBOOK UX305
$1,399, asus.com/au

 Just 13.1mm thick, Apple’s new MacBook is 
the Cupertino brand’s most portable laptop yet. 
It won’t suit everyone due to its single USB Type-C 
port, which means you’ll need an adapter to use 
your old monitors and peripherals – but it crams 
in some top tech. A 2,304 x 1,440-pixel Retina 
Display accompanies a unique ‘butterfly’ keyboard 
that reduces key wobbling, a Force Touch trackpad 
that adds a third click and haptic feedback, and 
the OS X Yosemite operating system. Even better, 
it’s fanless, silent and lasts up to nine hours on 
a charge. Grab it in Gold, Silver or Space Grey. 

 The UX305 doesn’t cost a bomb, but your mates 
won’t know that. As well as being slimmer than 
the MacBook (it’s just 12.3mm), it packs Intel’s 
latest fanless processor and crams in two full-size 
USB 3.0 ports, along with an HDMI output for 
hooking it up to a monitor or TV. The 13-inch Full HD 
display’s matte coating lets you see what you’re 
doing outdoors – perfect for watching something 
in the garden – and the battery life of up to six 
hours means you won’t have to keep going back 
into the house to charge it up. A fast 128GB SSD 
and comfortable keyboard add to the appeal.

oday’s portable 
computers are so 
slim and elegant, 
they wouldn’t look 

out of place on the catwalk. 
And the good news is that 

it’s not a case of style over 
substance: fi tted with Intel’s 
latest (in some cases, fanless) 
processors, the top laptops and 
Ultrabooks offer impressive 
power and versatility, enabling 
users to work and play (or both 
at the same time) in glorious 
high defi nition and for hours 
on a single charge. What’s more, 
those that offer two-in-one 
capability enable you to 
transform your machine from an 
offi ce to a home cinema, and vice 
versa, with the mere swivel of a 
screen or the detachment of a 
keyboard. T3’s Super Six are all 
worthy of your money, but which 
one best suits your needs?    

 Laptops &
 Ultrabooks

Words: Kane Fulton

01 ONE FOR CITY SLICKERS 02 ONE FOR MONEY SAVERS

SUPER SIX

GET STUFF DONE, BROWSE THE 
INTERNET OR ENJOY THE LATEST FILMS 
AND GAMES WITH THESE STYLISH, 

HP SPECTRE X360
From $1,499, hp.com/au

 Few laptops literally bend over backwards for 
you, but the Spectre x360 will. A rotating hinge 
enables the keyboard to flip 360 degrees, so the 
machine can be used as a tablet or placed upright 
for watching video hands-free. Thanks to the 
Intel Broadwell chip inside, the Spectre x360 
boasts a competition-smashing 12.5-hour battery 
life and crisp 3D graphics, while its solid aluminium 
body is almost tank-like in durability. Backed up 
by 8GB of RAM, it’ll let you edit images and chew 
through demanding tasks with ease – and what’s 
more, you get all of this for a sensible price.

03 ONE FOR HARDENED TRAVELLERS

T
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LENOVO YOGA 3 PRO
From $1,999, lenovo.com/au

DELL XPS 13
From $1,499, dell.com/au

ASUS T300 CHI
From $1,199, asus.com/au

 The laptop equivalent of a fine wristwatch,  
the Yoga 3 Pro screams boardrooms, luxury  
cruise ships and complex scotch. Its sharp 
13.3-inch touchscreen spins 360 degrees around 
a watchband-inspired hinge made up of 813 
individual pieces of aluminium and steel. Thanks 
to its flexibility and lightness, the Yoga can  
be used as a laptop, tablet or upright display,  
and the ThinkPad-inspired keyboard is one of  
the best around. Lenovo’s Harmony software, 
which optimises settings depending on how  
you use it over time, means it’ll adapt to you.

 This is a smartly designed laptop that stands 
out from the others here due to its gorgeous 
13-inch edge-to-edge ‘Infinity’ display. Its border 
is so thin that it’s virtually not there, creating  
a cinematic effect that’s perfect for watching 
movies and videos. The XPS 13’s clever screen  
also gives it a small footprint, making it incredibly 
bag-friendly and practical on public transport. 
While it’s no gaming monster, the inclusion of 
Intel’s latest HD Graphics 5500 solution means 
you’ll certainly be able to run lesser-demanding 
titles. Frogger, anyone?

 The Asus T300 Chi is a two-in-one machine that 
combines the best bits of a laptop and a tablet. 
The touchscreen magnetically detaches from the 
keyboard with a sharp tug, meaning you can sit 
back and use it to stream movies on the couch  
or prop it up against the wall to watch footy  
in the bath (keep an eye out for those bubbles). 
The Chi’s razor-thin aluminium design is as 
impressive as any competing Ultrabook, making it 
stylish, versatile and portable. It’s quiet and nippy, 
too, thanks to Intel’s latest fanless chip under  
the hood. An impressive option for the money. 

 Select 
LAPTOPS & ULTRABOOKS

04 ONE FOR LOVERS OF LUXURY 05 ONE FOR MOVIE ADDICTS 06 ONE FOR SPLIT PERSONALITIES
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rees bend and sway, 
storms blow across the 
landscape, buzzards 
circle overhead. The 

Witcher 3’s world moves in a way 
that game worlds haven’t before. 
It’s one of the busiest ever made 
and, while it’s not the biggest 
in terms of raw square footage, 
it teems with life – human and 
otherwise. The Northern Kingdoms 
are both extraordinarily beautiful 
and truly sickening. For every 
cracked castle artfully placed on 
the horizon, there’s a tree full of 
hanging men. You’re constantly 
confronted by astonishing views, 
but something murderous always 
lurks in the bushes nearby.

It’s a place of almost relentless 
suffering. Humans are largely 
scattered across a network of small 
villages that you can travel between 

PICK UP YOUR SWORD, CAST SPELLS AND HUNT DOWN 
MONSTERS IN THIS EPIC ADVENTURE FROM PROJEKT RED

at will once the map opens up after 
the prologue, by horse or on foot. 
The peasants who inhabit these 
rickety townships are easy prey for 
the creatures that surround them. As 
Geralt, a professional monster hunter, 
you move from place to place, using 
untidy combat to dispatch these 
supernatural tormentors for money. 
The Witcher 3 is at its best when you 
choose solely to wander, taking 
sidequests from the peasants and 
contracts from town noticeboards. 
Freed from the convolutions of the 
main plot, it’s a varied and exciting 
realisation of the Ronin fantasy.

The overarching story centres 
around Geralt’s adopted daughter, 
Ciri. As a child of the ‘elder blood’, 
she can teleport between worlds. 
A cohort of otherworldly riders 
called The Wild Hunt want to 
harness her ability so that they can 

invade other worlds en masse. 
You have to fi nd Ciri before they 
do, which is a suitable enough 
excuse to ride around meeting each 
region’s most powerful fi gures.

You’ll be doing a lot of fi ghting in 
this strange land, and the combat 
remains largely unchanged from 
the previous instalment. You attack 
by stringing together light and 
strong slaps with your sword, and 
can use an array of magical signs 
to protect yourself or pulverise 
others. The essential Quen spell 
casts a shield that negates a blow. 
Igni roasts enemies with a fl ame 
blast. Yrden lays a trap that slows 
them to a drunken crawl. Aard 
pushes them back with concussive 
force, and Axii stupifi es them.

 Geralt always feels more 
cumbersome than his elaborate, 
spinning animations imply – and 
less deadly, in spite of the bloody 
dismemberment that happens 

BELOW Combat can be 
over-complicated at 
times, so practise 
hard to win battles

MAIN PICTURE 
As a professional 
monster hunter, 
you’ll be faced 
with some pretty 
ugly brutes

From $90, PC, PlayStation 4, Xbox One

GAMES

G A M E  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

T

The Witcher 3: 
 Wild Hunt



T3 RATES The beautifully realised 
world filled with gorgeous vistas 
and horrifying monsters
T3 HATES The combat, which is 
still frustrating and punishing 
T3 SAYS The Witcher 3 represents 
a leap in world design and 
fidelity, and is a spectacle  
that deserves to be savoured

 Discover more at TechRadar.com/au

TOP Between 
battles, you’ll 
want to take your 
time to explore  
the beautiful world 
of The Witcher 3

ABOVE LEFT There’s 
a vast array of 
spells and weapons 
to get used to

ABOVE RIGHT Peasant 
villages are a rich 
source of bounty  

The rewards are too 
great to let average 
swordplay ruin the 
wider adventure
when he finishes an enemy off.

You can fix things a little with  
the upgrade system, which lets  
you exchange level-up points for  
close-combat skills to increase  
your damage, and signs to unlock 
new variations on the basic set. 

Fortunately, fighting is but one 
part of The Witcher 3 package,  
and the rewards are too great to let 
average swordplay ruin the wider 
adventure. Besides, to track Ceri, 
Geralt must become as much  
a detective as a warrior. His new 
CSI-like vision ability enables him to 
pick clues out of the environment  
in hazy red outlines. Footprints, 
blood, scents and magical artefacts 
light up so that you can follow your 
prey and identify monsters. 

The plots of the main missions 
and side quests confront you with 

twisted takes on the creatures and 
curses of old European folklore. 
These stories have ancient roots, and 
their authenticity conveys a grim, 
earthy texture to the world; a quality 
unique to The Witcher series.

Good voice acting (for the most 
part) and superb facial animation 
make the characters and creatures 
you meet fun to banter with, but  
be warned: you also meet a lot of 
returning characters from previous 
Witcher games. If you know  
nothing about the convoluted series 
of wars and betrayals that precede  
the game, a significant amount  
of the main thread will seem 
completely baffling. It’s worth 
playing The Witcher 2, or reading  
up on the series, before you start.

CHROMA SQUAD
 This RPG enables you to play as Power 

Rangers-inspired fighters battling their 
way through robots made of cardboard.  
Prices vary; PC, PlayStation 4, PlayStation 
Vita, PlayStation 3, Xbox One, Mac

AXIOM VERGE
 Side-scrolling platformer where you 

explore an alien world, using your wits 
(not to mention your ability to blow 
monsters to pieces) to make it out alive.  
Prices vary; PC, PlayStation 4,  
PlayStation Vita, Mac 

NOT A HERO
 This game will leave you feeling like 

John McClane. You’ll shoot, slide, dive and 
take cover as you fight your way through 
the criminal underworld.  
Prices vary; PC, PlayStation 4, PlayStation Vita 

TITAN SOULS
 With inventive gameplay and 

beautiful old school visuals, Titan Souls 
wraps things up with an excitingly 
creative take on combat.  
Prices vary, PC, PlayStation 4,  
PlayStation Vita, Mac 

BEST RETRO- 
STYLE GAMES
Relive your glorious 8-bit 
youth with this lot

PL AY T H I S!
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T3 RATES Everything you loved 
about the previous games is 
even better here, and that car 
is pure dynamite.
T3 HATES Our only complaint is 
that Rocksteady won’t be back.
T3 SAYS Arkham Knight is already 
one of our favourite games of 
all time. Just play it.

TOP Arkham Knight’s Batmobile is like a 
roid-raging version of the Tumbler from 
Christian Nolan’s Batman movies

ABOVE Batman doesn’t kill, but he’ll drive 
your head into high voltage wires. Hmmm.
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GAMES

fter two wildly 
successful bat outings 
– and a weaker but still 
enjoyable prequel from 

Warner Bros.’ in-house 
development team – Rocksteady’s 
returned to the series it built its 
reputation on for one last lap of 
Gotham. And, just as Arkham City 
took the world of Arkham Asylum 
and pushed its limits in exciting new 
ways, Rocksteady’s final chapter 
delivers the largest, most detailed 
and most absorbing version of the 
Dark Knight’s world we’ve seen, all 
while putting an end to the saga. 
Like Arkham Origins, we’re sure 
we’ll see further non-Rocksteady 
entries down the road – it’s just too 
much of a money spinner to go 
quietly into the knight, er, night 
– but as far as the series’ creators 
are concerned, this is the big finale.

And what a finale it is. The streets 
of Gotham roar to terrifying life in 
Batman: Arkham Knight like never 
before, offering a hellish new 
playground for the Dark Knight to 
unleash his signature brand of 
metal-knuckled justice on.

While patrolling this nightmarish 

Batman: 
Arkham  Knight
CLIMB BEHIND THE WHEEL OF THE BATMOBILE FOR A 
RIDE YOU’LL DEFINITELY WANT TO TAKE 

incarnation of his city, Batman rides 
a demonic chariot the likes of which 
we’ve never seen. In other words, 
this time around you get to drive the 
Batmobile, and it’s scarily fun.

We don’t want to risk spoiling the 
story’s many twists and turns, so 
we’ll just gape in awe at the new 
gameplay this iconic ride delivers. 
While Rocksteady’s ambition has 
always been impressive when 
bringing the world of everyone’s 
favourite billionaire vigilante to life, 
you’ve never seen anything like this. 
The Batmobile (and Gotham in 
general) will undoubtedly have you 
holding your breath.

This is perfectly illustrated by an 
encounter you’ll have with Firefly, 

Gotham’s resident pyromaniac. With 
the city ablaze, Batman has no time 
to obey the road rules. Pursuing the 
winged fiend through a winding maze 
of tunnels and overpasses, nothing 
can stand up to the speed and power 
of Batman’s fighter jet on wheels. 
Careening around corners, the 
Batmobile’s back end frequently 
swings out and catches guard rails, 
brickwork and even trees – 
traditionally in-game car kryptonite – 
sending them crumbling into dust.

Entering a straight, Batman spots 
Firefly ahead and engages the 
Batmobile’s afterburner, propelling 
him to irresistible new levels of 
momentum. At top speed ol’ Pointy 
Ears launches from his cockpit and 
seamlessly transitions into a glide 
that ends with one hand around 
Firefly’s throat and the other 
connecting fist with face. Brutal.

This is what it’s like playing 
Arkham Knight. It’s the most fully 
realised depiction of the Caped 
Crusader we’ve seen outside of the 
pages of a comic book. And trust us, 
Arkham Knight is far more enjoyable 
than any comic.

BELOW The Arkham 
Knight’s clearly 
taken some styling 
cues from the 
Caped Crusader.

From $80, PC, PlayStation 4, Xbox One

A

TOP Batman’s back, 
and so is his 
signature brutality
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KEEPING FIT 
AND HEALTHY

Calorie Counter provides a simple 
solution for keeping track of every 
meal, to help you lose weight.
Free; App Store, Google Play

This app turns your runs into exciting 
interactive stories where you must 
run to avoid the zombie hordes. 
Free; App Store, Google Play

Like a personal trainer in your pocket, 
Endomondo provides audio feedback, 
as well as detailed training logs.  
Free; App Store, Google Play

Runtastic will monitor your run, 
cheering you as you go. There’s 
an integrated music player, too.
Free; App Store, Google Play

This excellent app can help you 
get the body you crave, with virtual 
trainers and expert workout programs. 
Free; App Store, Google Play

Provides cardio, stretching and 
even yoga workouts – of varying 
lengths – based on your body weight. 
Free; App Store, Google Play

What better way to keep yourself 
motivated than by knowing your 
routine is raising money for charity? 
Free; App Store, Google Play

 01
CALORIE COUNTER

 02 
ZOMBIES, RUN!

 03 
ENDOMONDO

 04
RUNTASTIC 

 05 RUNTASTIC 
SIX-PACK ABS

 06
SWORKIT

 07 
CHARITY MILES

Building up the motivation 
to get out there and 
exercise has never been 
easier thanks to these…

S E V EN HOT A PP S FOR …

A JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY AWAITS YOU 
WITH THIS ENLIGHTENING NEW TRAVEL APP 

Great Little Place

If you’re tired of sticking 
to the well-beaten path 
and want to discover  
hidden gems on your 

travels, (I Know This) Great Little 
Place is the perfect companion. 

This newly established digital 
guide helps you discover (and share 
your discoveries, if you don’t mind 
letting other people know) great 
little places in your vicinity, from 
unique bars and buzzing clubs to 
stunning galleries and mind-blowing 
museums. The app already covers 
40 cities around the world, making 
it an essential tool for fi nding 

and sharing the planet’s most 
memorable, and best-hidden, spots.

The app boasts an intelligent 
profi ling system that gets to 
know you and what kind of place 
you’re after, before delivering 
recommendations, photos, reviews 
and maps to help you better 
explore the city you’re in. Although 
the app is currently only available 
to those people with Apple devices, 
we’re told that the creators behind 
Great Little Place are working 
diligently on bringing the app to 
Android, Windows and even 
Blackberry devices – so no matter 
what smartphone or tablet you 
have, you’ll soon be able to fi nd 
a great little place of your own.

Find those hidden 
gems while 
travelling the 
world with this 
great app

Free, App Store

Free, App Store

A P P  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

Music is a wonderful 
way of expressing our 
emotions, and the 
innovative Musations app 

makes it easy and fun. Whether 
you’re feeling sad or elated, you can 
tell the world: scour over 50 million 
songs for an appropriate song clip or 
lyric, then share it via social media. 
To truly capture the moment, you 
can even pair your chosen snippet 

with a picture from Instagram.
Musations is a great app for 

aspiring musicians, too, as it enables 
you to record your own songs and 
share them with your friends and 
fans (if you have any). Bored at 
work? Challenging your friends to 
a lip-sync battle can be a lot of fun, 
though you might look a bit odd as 
you gurn into your smartphones.

Finally, if you want to keep 
your thoughts and feelings a little 
more private, Musations enables 
you to privately message song 
clips to your nearest and dearest. 
Just think twice before sending 
that Barry Manilow soundbite to 
your ex-lover.  

CHANNEL YOUR INNER SONGSMITH WITH 
THIS VERSATILE APP FOR MUSIC LOVERS   

MUSATIONS



M OV I E  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

A L B U M  O F  T H E  M O N T H !
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ENTERTAINMENT

GADGETS, TAILORING AND EXTREME VIOLENCE 
COLLIDE IN THIS DELIRIOUS BOND PARODY

Kingsman: The 
Secret Service

From the team that 
brought you Kick-Ass, 
here’s another dose  
of kinetic, goofy, 
blood-spattered 
ultra-violence. Where 

Kick-Ass paid homage (kind of)  
to superhero movies, Kingsman: The 
Secret Service does much the same 
to the spy genre, from 007 to The 
Avengers (the one with the guy in  
a bowler hat and the karate-kicking 
femme, not the one with Hawkeye). 

So, as the dapper yet deadly 
Harry Hart, Colin Firth kicks 
considerable amounts of arse  
while teaching the ways of the 
elite Kingsman team to council-
estate reprobate Eggsie (Taron 
Egerton): how to use their 
amusingly lethal gadgets, and 
the importance of favouring 
Oxfords over brogues. 

They’re pitted against Samuel 
L Jackson, who plays an evil  
Jobs/Zuckerberg type intent on 
genocide, using a signal transmitted 
via his firm’s free SIM cards to turn 
anyone who hears it into a 
homicidal maniac.This seemed to be 
a metaphor for the way that social 
networks can be used to whip up 
mobs of imbeciles. However, we 
interviewed the film’s writer, Mark 
Millar, and he said it was no such 
thing, so what do we know?

$25 DVD, $35 BLU-RAY, MA15+

BEST NEW 
MUSIC

Muse are back with  
a return to their earlier, 
stripped-back sound. 
Co-produced by the band 

and Mutt Lange, Drones explores 
themes of war, loss of empathy, 
indoctrination and oppression. 
Cheery stuff, then. We love the 
power and pomp of Dead Inside, the 
pounding rhythm of Psycho and the 
fragile lyrics of Mercy.

The smooth-talking 
Italian disco king made a 
comeback with Daft Punk 
in 2013, and now he’s 

looking to dominate the 2015 dance 
scene. Featuring collaborations  
with Sia, Kylie Minogue and Suzanne 
Vega, among others, Deja Vu is a 
disco-ball-shaped slab of sparkling 
synths and enchanting soundscapes.

Rock stars have a grand 
history of adding their 
two pennies’ worth to 
socio-political issues, 

and Neil Young is no stranger to  
this. On his new album, he sticks it 
to food giant Monsanto (Google it). 
Teaming up with Willie Nelson’s  
sons Lukas and Micah, his spirit is 
fierier than a Southern preacher.

The art rockers’ third 
studio album is another 
eclectic sonic brew. 
Intelligent and complex, 

it’s home to swaggering opener  
To The Blade and the strangely 
upbeat Distant Past. Remarked 
vocalist Jonathan Higgs, “People 
aren’t going to know what the fuck  
to do with it.” A nutty masterpiece.

It’s 2015 and it would appear 
that The Darkness singer 
Justin Hawkins’ balls still 
haven’t dropped. Straddling 
the line between guilty 
pleasure and accomplished 
twin-guitar band, his new 

album evokes Queen, Foo Fighters and Judas Priest. 
On a par musically with their debut album, 

Permission To Land, The Last Of Our Kind opens with 

 01 MUSE: DRONES

 02 GIORGIO  
MORODER: DEJA VU

 03 NEIL YOUNG: 
THE MONSANTO YEARS

 04 EVERYTHING 
EVERYTHING: GET TO HEAVEN

FROM POMP TO PROTEST 
SONGS, DISCO BEHEMOTHS TO 
DEMENTED ART ROCK – THE 
MONTH’S BEST RELEASES

L I ST EN TO T H I S!

THE DARKNESS
THE LAST OF OUR KIND

ABOVE Messrs  
Firth and Egerton: 
like Barnesy 
and Mossy,  
only deadlier

the utterly bonkers Barbarian and Open Fire, a song 
that sounds like Van Halen getting down with Kenny 
Loggins. The title track wouldn’t be out of place  
on a Top Gun 2 soundtrack, so much so that we 
had to be held back from busting out the mirrored 
shades when listening to it. But it’s the snaking 
Southern riff on Roaring Waters that has us feeling 
all hot under the collar. A touch Aerosmith, a touch 
Mötley Crüe, it’s a great moment, as is the operatic 
Mighty Wings and (we really don’t wanna know  
what Justin’s singing about here) Hammer And 
Tongs. Things get saucy on Mudslide, before the 
vintage-sounding Sarah O’Sarah brings us home  
to album closer Conquerors. Prepare to party hard.
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR 
THE VERY BEST TECH 
AVAILABLE TODAY, YOU’VE 
DEFINITELY COME TO THE 
RIGHT PLACE. 

T3 Elite is the best gadget-
buying guide you’ll encounter. To 
create it, we’ve ruthlessly filtered all 
the categories that count, to bring 
you rock-solid recommendations. 

We’ve selected a Super Six of 
elite gear for each of the 

categories listed below. If 
something’s not included, we 
don’t rate it – it’s that simple. Each 
Super Six is ranked in order, so it’ll 
be easier for you to make an 
educated purchase.

And to ensure your next shopping 
trip as straightforward as possible, 
we’ve also included useful buying 
advice, so you’ll get exactly what 
you’re paying for the next time you 
open your wallet.  

Inside
92  Smartphones
92  Tablets  
93  TVs
93  TV streamers 
95  Laptops

95  Cameras 
96  Home audio
96  Headphones
97  Smartwatches
97  Fitness trackers

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
gadget news and 
reviews online at 
TechRadar,com/au

ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY 
CURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTS
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How often will you use 
your mobile?

 If you love chatting away for 
hours on end, make sure you 
get a contract with plenty of 
included talk time, and if you love 
browsing the internet, make sure 
you get a decent data allowance. 
Don’t waste money on minutes 
or data you won’t use, but don’t 
underestimate your usage either,  
or you might get a shocker of a bill.

4G or not 4G?
 If you enjoy browsing the Web, 

chatting on Facebook or streaming 
from Spotify, consider a contract 
that comes with 4G (also known as 
LTE) data. This is super-fast mobile 
data that can rival home broadband 
for speed. Some contracts offer 
as little as 250MB per month, while 
others grant a whopping 20GB. 
For most people, 1GB should be the 
minimum, though if you do a lot of 
streaming, consider 2GB or more.

Consider SIM-only.
 Many networks try to tempt us 

into long (and pricey) contracts 
with the promise of a free phone. 
The idea of walking out of the 
store with a brand-new Galaxy S6 
without paying anything up front 
might be nice, but you’re then 
stuck with a hefty bill each month 
for two years (or more). When you 
add it all up, that ‘free’ phone 
actually costs more than buying 
one outright. By getting a SIM-only 
deal, you’ll save bags of cash and 
can keep your current phone. Even 
if you buy a new phone full price, 
you’re still likely to save money.

Get comparing.
 Take your time exploring what 

each network offers – don’t rush 
into anything. Some networks 
offer exclusive deals when you 
sign up, while others offer home 
broadband. It’s well worth checking 
out each network’s coverage 
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SMARTPHONES / TABLETS

 HOW TO:
GET A GOOD 
PHONE DEAL

Smartphones Tablets

BEFORE YOU COMMIT TO 
A NEW CONTRACT, SOME 
THINGS TO CONSIDER…   

T H E SU PE R S I X T H E SU PE R S I X

iPAD AIR 2
apple.com/au
PRICE FROM $619
The Air 2 is the fastest, best-looking and 
most feature-packed iPad yet. Starting 
at $619, it’s expensive since you’ll want 
more storage, but it’s worth every cent.
T3 SAYS Sleek, solid and a spectacular 
display – the Air 2 is a pleasure to use.

SAMSUNG TAB S 8.4
samsung.com/au 
PRICE From $479
Razor-thin at 6.6mm and super-light at 
298g, the Tab S 8.4 also features an 8.4- 
inch Super AMOLED display, 16GB of memory, 
oodles of features and lots of power.
T3 SAYS Samsung’s best tablet is 
ultra-portable and full of brilliant tech.

GOOGLE NEXUS 9
google.com.au/nexus 
PRICE From $479
An Android tablet without the manufacturer 
bloat, the Nexus 9 performs well and comes 
with some really premium touches. One of 
those, a 4:3-aspect screen, gives you more 
headroom on websites.
T3 SAYS The Nexus 9 is a top all-rounder.

SONY XPERIA Z3 
TABLET COMPACT
sony.com.au 
PRICE FROM $499
This is a seriously light and skinny tablet, 
and it’s also waterproof. Sony’s custom 
Android software is a class act, too.
T3 SAYS A slickly styled tablet that’s 
perfect for using in the bath!

AMAZON KINDLE FIRE 
HDX 8.9
amazon.com.au 
PRICE FROM US$409
Powerful, with a sharp, 8.9-inch screen, 
a slim chassis and great stereo speakers. 
Amazon’s Fire OS is slightly clunky, though.
T3 SAYS The Kindle Fire HDX 8.9 is a bit 
restrictive but otherwise it’s a class act.

SAMSUNG GALAXY
S6 EDGE
samsung.com/au 
PRICE FROM $1,149
As well as that gorgeous ‘infinity pool’ build, 
the Edge packs a brilliant camera and a 
pin-sharp QHD display. It’s pricey, though. 
T3 SAYS We love the glass-and-metal body, 
stunning screen and fantastic camera.  

APPLE iPHONE 6
apple.com/au
PRICE FROM $999
Apple is at the top of its game right now. 
The iPhone looks better than ever, the 
battery life is improved and the camera 
still delivers the best smartphone photos.
T3 SAYS The best iPhone ever made – it’ll 
make you consider giving up your Android.

LG G4
lg.com/au 
PRICE $929 TESTED T3 244
The G4 is a whole lot of features in a fairly 
compact space. It has a powerful screen, 
a faster processor and a much better 
camera – plus it’s encased in leather.
T3 SAYS The G4 offers a lot for a decent 
price, but the leather is an acquired taste.

HTC ONE M9
htc.com/au 
PRICE $1,099
The One M9 is like the One M8 but even 
better, with fantastic design and intelligent 
customisation. Improved battery life and 
speed would make this a killer handset.
T3 SAYS HTC has merely polished last year’s 
model. A great phone but not the very best.

LG G FLEX 2
lg.com/au 
PRICE $649
The G Flex 2 is another bargain(ish) 
phone from the LG stable: it’s powerful, 
features a sharp display and boasts 
a flexible chassis that’s super-durable.
T3 SAYS It doesn’t cost the earth, and its 
bendy chassis means it should last longer.

GOOGLE NEXUS 6
google.com.au/nexus 
PRICE $869
The 6 is the best Nexus ever – if you don’t 
mind wielding a phablet, that is. It’s got 
a bright, clear (and massive) screen, as well 
as brilliant Qi+ turbocharging.
T3 SAYS A massive beast, but one that 
justifies the ‘best Nexus ever’ tag.
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a faster processor and a much better 
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SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB 
S 10.5
samsung.com/au 
PRICE From $599
Just as slim as its 8.4-inch sibling but with 
more screen real estate, the Tab S 10.5 has 
loads of power and a fingerprint scanner.
T3 SAYS Perfect for Samsung fans who are 
looking for a larger screen.



 AUGUST 2015  T3 93

 Elite 
TVs / STREAMERS

 T3 SELECTS:
 TODAY’S TOP
 TV CONTENT

TV streamersTVs

WHAT TO WATCH THIS 
MONTH ON OUR TOP TVS

T H E S U PE R S I X T H E SU PE R S I X

ROKU 3
roku.com 
PRICE US$90
Between the high amount of content 
available, a responsive interface and a 
remote with a built-in audio jack for private 
listening, there’s no better player. 
T3 SAYS The Roku 3 is the best choice for 
freedom of entertainment.

FETCH TV
fetchtv.com.au 
PRICE From $10
If you want a pay TV option but you don’t 
like what Foxtel’s offering, Fetch TV is a 
great choice, with integrated catch-up TV 
platforms like ABC iView and SBS On Demand
T3 SAYS Perfect for Australians looking to 
get more out of their TV viewing habits. 

GOOGLE CHROMECAST
google.com.au/chromecast 
PRICE $49
All the functionality of other boxes, 
at a third of the price and half the size. 
Android users can even mirror their 
screen via the built-in Cast functionality.
T3 SAYS The Chromecast is cheap but 
offers almost as much as the big boys.

VEOLO 4K
acryan.com 
PRICE US$192
The ultimate home-cinema experience, the 
Veolo is one of few streamers that support 
media streaming in 4K Ultra HD. It also offers 
an attractive, easy-to-use interface and 
access to loads of great on-demand apps.
T3 SAYS Pricey but worth it for 4K goodness.

APPLE TV
apple.com/au
PRICE $109
The Apple TV works flawlessly with Apple’s 
own-brand tech, meaning you’ll be able to 
peruse selected online content natively, 
and mirror any other content using AirPlay.
T3 SAYS A good option for integrating 
perfectly with other Apple devices.

AMAZON FIRE TV
www.amazon.com.au 
PRICE US$99
The Fire TV is snappy, fun and ideal if you 
get content from Amazon Instant Video 
– though it does support other third-party 
services like Netflix.
T3 SAYS Biased towards Amazon, but 
there’s lots to like about the Fire TV.

SAMSUNG JS9000
samsung.com/au
PRICE $5,999 
Capable of a stunning picture, with amazing 
design and clear sound. It needs its 
settings tweaked to get the best picture, 
though, and standard def looks horrid.
T3 SAYS This 55-inch is amazing in Ultra HD, 
but also brilliant in regular HD.

PANASONIC TH-58AX800A
panasonic.com/au 
PRICE $4,399
Great looks, as well as superb picture 
quality and motion handling. Upscaling isn’t 
as spectacular as other budget 4K TVs.
T3 SAYS If you want a 58-inch TV that has 
the wow factor – both in terms of looks 
and picture quality – this is a great choice.

SONY BRAVIA KDL55W800B
sony.com.au 
PRICE  $1,549
This 55-inch boasts superb HD image 
quality, fabulous motion handling and a 
top discovery engine for your online 
content, all for a reasonable price.
T3 SAYS Polished 1080p pictures, smarter 
features, and very affordable.

SAMSUNG UA65HU8500W
samsung.com/au 
PRICE $4,999
Brilliant picture quality, and a pleasingly 
presented Smart TV hub with a gazillion 
apps. The screen also integrates well with 
other multi-media devices.
T3 SAYS This 65-inch offers great picture 
quality and excellent smart features.

LG 55EC930T
lg.com/au 
PRICE $3,999
This 55-inch offers amazing picture quality, 
a host of brilliant smart features and 
dazzling looks. However, there’s no 4K and 
it’s quite expensive compared to others.
T3 SAYS Looking for smart features and 
eye-popping images? This won’t disappoint. 

LG 55UB950T
www.lg.com/au
PRICE $2,8999
Classy design and a webOS user interface 
that’s slick and very easy to get the hang 
of. Contrast performance is disappointing, 
though, and there’s some lag.
T3 SAYS A great 55-inch TV that’s slightly 
hobbled by contrast and input lag.
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Better Call Saul
 If you haven’t had a chance to 

watch the Breaking Bad spin-off 
prequel yet, you’re missing out. The 
series charts the development of 
Saul Goodman from ‘slipping Jimmy’ 
to shyster lawyer. Compelling stuff, 
and a must for Heisenberg fans.
stan.com.au 

Daredevil
 So good you may need to 

watch it more than once, Netflix’s 
Daredevil series is arguably the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe’s 
finest achievement so far. Those 
Avengers will have to up their 
game next time around.
netflix.com 

Star Wars: 
The Digital Movies

 The epic saga makes its way to 
the land of digital high def. Blot any 
Jar Jar Binks references out of 
your mind, sit back and enjoy 
(nearly) every film instantly 
from your couch.
Prices vary, iTunes, Google Play
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SONY A77 II
sony.com.au 
PRICE $1,499
Image quality is excellent, even at high- 
sensitivity settings, while autofocus is fast 
and accurate. It can even cope with very 
low light levels.
T3 SAYS Ideal for shooting a range of 
subjects in a variety of conditions.

OLYMPUS OMD E-M5 MKII
olympus.com.au
PRICE $1,256 
A very capable camera that offers extensive 
and versatile control. The OMD E-M5 MKII 
produces impressive, super-high-res 
photos with great image stabilisation. 
T3 SAYS A very powerful, versatile, 
small and light system camera.

NIKON D5500
mynikonlife.com.au 
PRICE $999
The D5500 offers SLR beginners a lot of 
creative control, the touch-screen display 
is a useful addition and the sensor captures 
high levels of detail.
T3 SAYS Ideal as your first DSLR, or as an 
upgrade from an older model.

LEICA D-LUX 
(TYP 109)
leica-camera.com
PRICE $1,294
A Four Thirds sensor produces superior 
images and gives greater control over depth 
field, the body has a high-quality feel, plus 
there’s an easy-to-use menu.
T3 SAYS A great alternative to an SLR.

CANON 7D MARK II
canon.com.au
PRICE $2,259
This SLR’s impressive feature set includes 
a great autofocus system. A maximum 
continuous shooting rate of 10fps works 
well for snapping sport and wildlife.
T3 SAYS The 7D Mark II is Canon’s best 
APS-C-format SLR to date.  

DELL XPS 13
dell.com/au
PRICE $1,499
Brilliantly designed and outperforms its 
competition under the hood. Infinity Display 
gives you the expanse of a 13.3-inch 
screen on an 11.9-inch laptop.
T3 SAYS Fantastic performance and build.  
It will serve you well for years to come.

MACBOOK PRO 13-INCH 
WITH RETINA DISPLAY
apple.com/au 
PRICE From $1,799 
Lightweight, with improved performance 
and battery life – it will delight road warriors 
and coffee-shop loungers alike.
T3 SAYS A reliable, powerful and practical 
MacBook, this is Apple’s best laptop.

ASUS ZENBOOK UX305
asus.com/au 
PRICE $1,399
Thin, light and attractive, with excellent 
build quality, the Zenbook UX305 offers 
a great balance of components, a perfect 
1080p screen and an alluring price tag.
T3 SAYS One of the best and most 
affordable Ultrabooks available.

HP SPECTRE X360
hp.com/au 
PRICE $1,499
The X360 is powerful and has a massive 
12.5 hour battery life. Its 360-degree 
rotating keyboard allows you to use it as a 
tablet or stood upright for hands-free video.
T3 SAYS For a relatively modest price, 
you get a powerful and versatile machine. 

ASUS T300 CHI
asus.com/au 
PRICE From $1,199
A two-in-one machine that beautifully 
illustrates the benefits of combining laptop 
and tablet, with a razor-thin design that’ll 
keep your inner fashionista happy.
T3 SAYS A very attractive proposition 
for the money.
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01 Take control of 
the focus point

 If you learn how to set AF point 
yourself rather than letting the 
camera do it, you’ll be in control 
of what’s sharp and what’s not.

02 Don’t put your subject 
in the middle

 We tend to prefer non-
symmetrical images, so position 
your subject one third of the way 
in from the side of the frame. You’ll 
then be on the way to improving 
your composition.

03 Shoot portraits in 
the shade

 Bright, sunny conditions create 
deep, unattractive shadows and 
bright highlights on your subject’s 
face – so turn their back to the 
sun or find some shade and use 
your flash to brighten things up.

04 Understand aperture
 Use a wide aperture like f/4 to 

limit the size of the sharp zone in 
shots, and blur the background 
or use a small aperture like f/16 
to create a wide sharp area.

05 Take a good look
 Whether you’re shooting a 

landscape or a portrait, it pays to 
have a good look around the scene 
and remove any clutter or litter.

competition under the hood. Infinity Display 
gives you the expanse of a 13.3-inch 
screen on an 11.9-inch laptop.
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MICROSOFT 
SURFACE PRO 3
microsoft.com/surface
PRICE $1,149 
More powerful and versatile than an iPad Air 
and a MacBook Air 13-inch combined, 
though battery life could be better.
T3 SAYS A great example of why you should 
get a hybrid over a conventional laptop.

 06 SONY A5100
sony.com.au
PRICE $899
Produces bold, punchy images with a 
fantastic amount of detail. Don’t be 
surprised if you never have to upgrade 
from the kit lens.
T3 SAYS Small, but it’s more than capable 
of taking on the big boys.  
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OPPO PM-1
oppodigital.com.au
PRICE $1,699 
Planar magnetic drivers give a rich sound, 
especially when paired to a headphone 
amp, while low impedance enables these 
cans to be driven by mobile devices. 
T3 SAYS The build, immense sound quality 
and comfort justify the price tag.

SHURE SRH1540
shure.com 
PRICE $699 
With a flat audio signature, sound quality is 
clean and lush, doing justice to any source. 
The bass isn’t lacking, it’s just crisp and 
subtle. They’re also extremely comfy. 
T3 SAYS These stylish headphones will 
please even the pickiest audiophile.

SENNHEISER MOMENTUM 
WIRELESS 2.0
en-au.sennheiser.com 
PRICE $649
NFC, active noise cancellation, a premium 
finish and new, foldable hinges add to the 
fantastic package, but sound is the winner.
T3 SAYS The best headphones from 
Sennheiser are now even better.

RHA T10I
rha-audio.com
PRICE $300
RHA’s T10I noise-isolating earphones 
offer amazing sound, tuneable audio and 
stunning build quality that focuses on 
looks as well as comfort.
T3 SAYS These are premium earphones with 
incredible sound and style.

SONY XBA-H1
sony.com.au
PRICE $150
Boasting strong performance and slick 
design, Sony’s XBA-H1s will satisfy on 
multiple fronts. That is, if you can look past 
the lack of inline controls.
T3 SAYS In-ear ’phones that offer bags 
of style and bravado.

YAMAHA YSP-2500
au.yamaha.com 
PRICE $1,099 
Sixteen 2.8cm drivers deliver an astonishing 
soundstage, while there are three 
HDMI 2.0 inputs with 4K passthrough, 
and outstanding DSP processing options.
T3 SAYS Futuristic sound-reflecting 
technology offers amazing cinema sound. 

NOCS NS2 AIR 
MONITORS V2
nocs.se
PRICE US$400 
These offer rock-solid AirPlay streaming 
and a Spotify connection, plus they can go 
pretty loud without distorting.
T3 SAYS The perfect blend of wireless 
convenience and great design.

NAIM MU-SO
naimaudio.com.au 
PRICE $1,600
A single, minimalist box offering an 
unforgettable music-streaming experience. 
Awesome design, brilliant sound and a 
flexible plethora of inputs.
T3 SAYS A stunning object in its own right, 
and as an audio system it’s brilliant.

SONOS PLAY:1
sonos.com/en-au
PRICE $329
The PLAY:1 boasts great sound, has a 
decent price tag and fits snugly almost 
anywhere. It also has an improved app, 
plus support for even more services.
T3 SAYS A superb-quality, affordable way 
to get some Sonos home-streaming love.

ONKYO TX-NR838
onkyo.com
PRICE $1,499 
Give your home-cinema sound a lift with 
brilliant, seven-channel Atmos sound. 
The TX-NR838 offers comprehensive 
connectivity and wide format compatibility. 
T3 SAYS Atmos sound with the perfect 
balance of quality, value and functionality.

BOSE SOUNDLINK COLOUR
bose.com
PRICE $179
The Soundlink Colour boasts a fun, curvy 
design, with impressive sound and 
awesome battery life. It won’t break the 
bank, either.
T3 SAYS A curvy and perfectly portable 
Bluetooth speaker.
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HD Tracks
 Offering an excellent range 

of high-quality music, HD Tracks 
gives you a choice of studio-
quality, uncompressed AIFF or 
WAV formats, or lossless ALAC 
and FLAC. It’s not cheap, though.
hdtracks.com

Qobuz
 This French site enables 

listeners to stream and download 
CD-quality music. You can also 
listen to excellent podcasts.
qobuz.com

ZDigital
 Once the purchase store for 

those listening to tracks on 
Spotify, ZDigital now houses over 
32 millon downloadable tracks 
in a variety of qualities. Unlike 
HD Tracks, which gives you every 
format imaginable, ZDigital sticks 
to the most popular FLAC format, 
in 16-bit and 24-bit flavours for the 
pickiest of hi-res enthusiasts, as 
well as 320kbps for everyone else.
zdigital.com.au

Tidal
 At twice the price of Spotify’s 

monthly subscription, you’d need 
a pretty good reason to plump 
for Jay Z’s recently launched 
streaming service over the former. 
And there is – the quality of 
Tidal’s tracks is amazing, with 
over four times the bit rate of 
Spotify’s tunes, or roughly the 
equivalent of a CD track.
tidal.com

Spotify
 While it’s not technically 

hi-res audio, Spotify does offer 
an ‘Extreme’ streaming setting. 
Found in the Settings menu, once 
switched on it will stream your 
favourite albums in higher quality 
– much better than the MP3 
quality you usually get, anyway.
spotify.com/au

PARROT ZIK 2.0
parrot.com/au
PRICE $499
Tremendous design and fantastic 
performance, you can customise their 
sound via a handy companion app that 
rewards experimentation.
T3 SAYS If style is high on your list of 
criteria then get these.
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JAWBONE UP2
Jawbone.com
PRICE $149 
Discreet design, battery life that will almost 
get you through a week, and smart 
coaching that gently prompts you to better 
yourself without being annoying.
T3 SAYS Easy-to-use tracker that’s 
comfortable and affordable.

GARMIN VIVOACTIVE
garmin.com/en-au  
PRICE $339 
The Vivoactive has accurate GPS tracking 
for recording pace, distance and even 
length of stride, though you’ll need to buy 
a chest strap for heart-rate monitoring.
T3 SAYS Just about as good as it gets, 
as far as training tech is concerned.

GARMIN 
FORERUNNER 920XT
garmin.com/en-au
PRICE $549
A powerful watch designed for those who 
are serious about their swimming, cycling 
and pavement pounding.
T3 SAYS A serious bit of wearable kit for 
the multi-talented athlete.

WITHINGS 
ACTIVITÉ POP
withings.com 
PRICE US$150 
Perfect for the daily grind, with a subtle dial 
and vibrations for activity tracking. Huge 
battery life and a great choice of colours.
T3 SAYS The perfect activity-tracker 
companion for the fitness hipster.

FITBIT CHARGE HR
fitbit.com/au 
PRICE $200 
Futuristic-looking yet discreet, the Charge 
HR gives you lots of info for your travels and 
even comes with continuous heart-rate 
recording. Features a long battery life.
T3 SAYS In-depth fitness and sleep 
tracking, without shouting about it.

TIMEX IRONMAN 
RUN X20 GPS
timex.com 
PRICE $123
Gives you GPS tracking for speed, distance, 
calories burned and pace. Great for keeping 
an eye on your fitness.
T3 SAYS It lacks the frills, but this is 
a cheap and effective sports watch.

APPLE WATCH
apple.com/au 
PRICE FROM $499 
Apple’s wearable is packed with features 
and offers a wide range of customisation 
options to give you some individuality. The 
only real downside is the limited battery life.
T3 SAYS This is the one that will properly 
kickstart the smartwatch revolution.

PEBBLE STEEL
getpebble.com 
PRICE US$199 
The always-on, monochrome e-ink screen 
might not be for everyone, but it works 
great, and you get up to seven days’ 
battery. There are loads of apps, too.
T3 SAYS The Steel is low on extras but 
has bags of charm and great ease of use.

LG G WATCH R
lg.com/au 
PRICE $359 
All the style and feel of a normal watch, 
but with all the features of Android Wear. 
It has a P-OLED screen, which is bright and 
sharp, and you get two days of battery life.
T3 SAYS The best Android Wear smartwatch 
available so far.

MOTO 360
motorola.com.au
PRICE From $329
Motorola has totally nailed the smartwatch 
look with the 360 – it’s both futuristic and 
stylish, and will impress. There’s a funky 
wireless charger, too.
T3 SAYS Not quite perfect in this game, 
but the 360 is certainly a thing of beauty.

SAMSUNG GEAR S
samsung.com/au
PRICE $449 
The Gear S is a giant of a smartwatch. 
It’s got a gorgeous Super AMOLED screen 
and loads of features. It runs on Tizen OS 
instead of Android Wear.
T3 SAYS Big, bold and impressive – but the 
Gear S is also expensive.

SONY SMARTWATCH 3
sony.com.au
PRICE From $299 
Beats its closest competitors thanks to a 
built-in GPS, for accurate activity tracking. 
It won’t win any fans for its looks, but 
performance and battery life are good.
T3 SAYS A great wearable for fitness, 
though it’s not for fashionistas.

Orzly DuoStand
 Orzly’s stand not only holds 

and charges your Apple Watch, 
it also charges your iPhone. 
Luckily, the cool aluminium finish 
will match the rest of your Apple 
gadgets, meaning you won’t have 
to live in uncoordinated hell.
$50, orzly.com

Griffin WatchStand
 Mounted loosely on this 

high stand (either vertically or 
horizontally), your Apple Watch will 
look a little precarious, but don’t 
worry – a magnetic plate is holding 
it firmly in place, and powering it 
up while you work, play or sleep. 
US$30, griffintechnology.com

Twelve South HiRise 
 This squat offering will suit 

higher surfaces in your home. By 
snapping the magnetic charging 
plate that comes with the Apple 
Watch to the stylish black or silver 
dock, you can keep it full to the 
brim – and it works with all straps.
US$35, twelvesouth.com

 01

 02 02

 04

 06 06

 01

 05

To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit TechRadar.com/au

Orzly DuoStand
 Orzly’s stand not only holds  Orzly’s stand not only holds 

and charges your Apple Watch, 
it also charges your iPhone. 

$50, orzly.com

Twelve South HiRise 
 This squat offering will suit  This squat offering will suit 

Griffin WatchStand
 Mounted loosely on this  Mounted loosely on this 

US$35, twelvesouth.com



98  T3 AUGUST 2015 Discover more at TechRadar.com/au

HANDS-FREE HERO
Two LCD screens are activated by 
rotating your wrist 35 degrees 
towards you – keeping your 
hands firmly on the controls

COCKPIT COMPANION
An evolution of Breitling’s Cockpit 
B50, the B55 is an analog/digital 

hybrid with electronic tachometer, 
countdown/countup system, and it 

can record flight times, too 

PILOT PRECISION
A COSC-certified chronometer, the B55 

uses Breitling’s SuperQuartz movement for 
accuracy ten times that of a standard quartz

OWN IT…
Pricing hadn’t been announced at 
the time of writing, but don't 
expect change from $10K. More 
details are at www.breitling.com

ADMIRE IT…
Crafted from super-light and super-
tough titanium, and sporting a black 

carbon coating, the 46mm B55 Connected 
is a metallurgist’s dream 

CONNECT IT…
Built-in Bluetooth LE (low energy) connects 
the B55 to your smartphone via an included 

app, giving additional features such as extra 
time zones, a night mode and reminders. 

THE PERFECT ACCESSORY FOR THAT RECENTLY 
ACQUIRED PILOT’S LICENCE, THE BREITLING B55 
CONNECTED SMARTWATCH IS JUST THE TICKET TO 
KEEP YOU COMPANY WHEN YOU TAKE TO THE SKIES…

HIGH 
FLYER

SWISS SAVVY
 As smartwatches get 

smarter, luxury brands 
are searching for a response. 
Famed for its aviation-
centric timepieces, Swiss 
marque Breitling has perhaps 

sensibly opted not to try and take the likes of Apple 
and LG on at their own game. It is instead putting the 
smartphone into the service of the B55 Connected, 
making it easy to adjust settings and access advanced 
features that would otherwise require wrestling with 
fiddly buttons and crowns.

Breaking with convention, the Bolt-68’s design places the crown and pushers at 
the top of its 45mm stainless steel case, while its Swiss-made pedigree ensures 
it’ll keep you on time, whether you go for one of its more non-conformist designs, 
or one further down the sporty or classic end of the spectrum. 
      Available in 20 different designs –  “flavours” – here at T3 we couldn’t agree 
which one looked the sharpest, but chances are there’s one that appeals to you. 
You might be tempted by a traditional tan leather band and silver case, or perhaps 
something a little more unique (like luminous green, for example) suits your tastes.
Prices vary, bomberg.ch

A BOLT FROM 
THE BLUE
Wearable as both a 

traditional wristwatch and 
a modern take on the classic 
pocket watch, the Bolt-68’s a 

flexible piece of kit.





Own the sky with Parrot ultimate full HD drone camera
• Lightweight and robust design built-in with safety in mind
• Full HD video stabilized on 3-axis achieved by GPU
• 14 Megapixel and Fisheye camera
• First Person View piloting
• Control the angle of the camera with the piloting application
• Extended range with Parrot Skycontroller for immersive controls

Pilot with FreeFlight 3 free App

Find out more on www.parrot.com/au
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