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Bordeaux, Vineyards 
and Châteaux

8 days from £2749 £2249
Departs Apr-Nov 2014

Day 1 London - Bordeaux
Day 2 Garonne River & Gironde Estuary - 

Pauillac
Day 4 Libourne (Bergerac)
Day 5 Libourne (Saint-Émilion) - Dordogne 

River - Bordeaux
Day 6 Cadillac - Bordeaux
Day 7 Bordeaux
Day 8 Bordeaux - London
Saving applies to 2 November 2014 departure

Enchanting
Danube

8 days from £2839 £2389
Departs Apr-Nov 2014

Day 1 London - Munich - Passau
Day 2 Passau
Day 3 Linz (Salzburg or Linz)
Day 4 Melk - Cruising the Wachau Valley - 

Dürnstein
Day 5 Vienna
Day 6 Cruising the Danube - Vienna
Day 7 Budapest
Day 8 Budapest - London
Saving applies to 26 October 2014 departure 

A Week on the
River Douro

8 days from £2799 £2399
Departs Apr-Nov 2014

Day 1 London - Porto
Day 2 Porto - Bitetos
Day 3 Régua - Pinhão
Day 4 Pinhão - Vega de Terrón
Day 5 Vega de Terrón (Salamanca)
Day 6 Barca d’Alva (Castelo Rodrigo) - Régua
Day 7 Porto (Guimarães)
Day 8 Porto - London
Saving applies to 16 November 2014 departure

Uniworld really is a class apart from other river cruise companies. Its magnifi cent fl eet of boutique ships, each uniquely 
designed and furnished, plies the great waterways of Europe in peerless style. Appreciate Zagat-recommended fi ne cuisine 
and all river-view staterooms, exceptional service, a choice of shore excursions in every major port of call, outstanding 
amenities including Serenity River Spa centres, unlimited alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks (including many premium 
brands)‡* and, thanks to Uniworld’s exclusive partnership with Titan, door to door transfers wherever you live in the UK†.

Call free to book the below special offers or request the latest Uniworld brochure, quoting CI1 5EU.

T’s & C’s apply. Calls free from BT landlines, mobiles may vary. Prices shown are per person based on twin share, subject to availability, may be subject to change and will be confi rmed upon enquiry.  
†Excludes Scottish islands and Sark. *Only on European itineraries, excludes Russia, the Mekong and China.   



Venice and the Gems
of Northern Italy

8 days from £2989 £2389
Departs Apr-Nov 2014

Day 1 London - Venice
Day 2 Venice
Day 3 Venice - Chioggia (Padua) - 

Taglio di Po - Polesella
Day 4 Polesella (Bologna or Ferrara)
Day 5 Polesella - Taglio di Po (Porto Levante) - 

Chioggia - Venice
Day 6 Venice (Verona)
Day 7 Venice
Day 8 Venice - London
Saving applies to 2 November 2014 departure

Burgundy and 
Provence

8 days from £2399 £2149
Departs Apr-Nov 2014

Day 1 London - Lyon
Day 2 Chalon sur Saône (Beaune)
Day 3 Lyon
Day 4 Tournon - Tain l’Hermitage
Day 5 Viviers
Day 6 Avignon
Day 7 Tarascon (Arles or Tarascon)
Day 8 Avignon - Marseille - London
Saving applies to 9 November 2014 departure

Castles along 
the Rhine

8 days from £2399 £2099
Departs Apr-Nov 2014

Day 1 London - Basel
Day 2 Breisach (Kayserberg 

and Riquewihr or Colmar)
Day 3 Kehl (Strasbourg)
Day 4 Germersheim (Speyer)
Day 5 The Rhine - Rüdesheim
Day 6 Boppard - The Rhine - Koblenz
Day 7 Cologne
Day 8 Amsterdam - London
Saving applies to 9 November 2014 departure

REMEMBER NO-ONE INCLUDES MORE!
In addition to superior, high-quality river cruising, Uniworld also offers superb value - because all this is included:

 Door-to-door transfers from any UK mainland 
address at the start and end of your holiday†

 Scheduled fl ights with reputable airlines

All transfers

 All airport and port taxes, security charges, 
UK Air Passenger Duty and applicable fuel surcharge

All-inclusive* cruising on one-of-a-kind ships

All gratuities onboard and ashore worth up to £80pp

 Unlimited drinks onboard, including fi ne wine, beer, 
spirits, soft drinks, speciality coffee, tea, bottled water‡

 All meals on board, including al fresco dining on deck, 
early-riser breakfast, all-day bistro menu, Captain’s Welcome 
and Farewell Dinners

 All entertainment plus enlightening lectures on board

 Complimentary internet and Wi-Fi access on board

 A choice of shore excursions in every major port of call, 
with English-speaking local guides

 Complimentary portable audio headset system 
on all shore excursions

 Complimentary use of bicycles and Nordic walking sticks

Th e ‘World’s Best River Cruises’ 
Outstanding all-inclusive value*

Flight supplements may be applicable.  ‡Unlimited beverages exclude only the most premium wines, spirits and champagne. Strike-throughs indicate anticipated full selling price after discounts expire.

ransfers from any UK mainland address†
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EDITOR’S LETTER

I’m so excited about this 
issue. Not only is it packed 
with fantastic features, 
including a review of a 
cruise through the Panama 
Canal (page 82), the 

coolest holidays you can take from the UK 
(page 35) and the most exciting new river 
ships (page 93); it’s also your chance to start 
voting for your favourite companies and 
destinations in the Cruise Awards 2014.

This year we’ve added four new 
categories, including Best for Adventure, Best 
Boutique Cruise Line, Best for Enrichment 
and Best for First-Time Cruisers. This is your 
opportunity to share your opinion about 
your holiday experiences and let the cruise 
companies and tourist boards know what 
you think about them – because it’s your 
opinion that really matters.

And as a thank you, everyone who votes 
in the Cruise Awards 2014 has the chance to 
be entered into the prize draw to win a 
fabulous luxury Caribbean holiday for two to 
the beautiful island of Puerto Rico.

Also in this issue we have reviews of a 
paddlewheel steamboat trip along the rivers 
of the Pacifi c Northwest (page 120); and on 
page 54, you can fi nd out what it’s like to 
cruise from New York to the Bahamas (kind 
of a dream trip, really).

Every issue we aim to show you the 
incredible experiences cruise holidays have to 
offer. Don’t forget, if you’re going on a cruise 
holiday that you’d like to tell us about, you 
can email me at the address below.

Enjoy, 

 UP FRONT

8  HOT SPOT
 The white sands and turquoise waters of the 
 unspoilt Schooner Cays in the Bahamas 
 FEATURES

22  ALL AMERICAN  FEAST                     
 Celebrity chef Guy Fieri shares recipes  
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24  MARCO PIERRE WHITE
The chef charts his rise to Michelin-stardom 
and reveals why he prefers simple food

27 100 REASONS TO CRUISE
 Still haven’t booked that holiday? Here are   
 some very good reasons why you should 

48 BELFAST CITY GUIDE
 Discover Northern Ireland’s capital and 
the glorious Antrim coast

51 HOW TO UPGRADE YOUR CRUISE
 Check out our insider tips on how to get a 
great deal, upgrade and VIP treatment

54 BAHAMA MAMA  
 A review of a cruise on Norwegian   
 Breakaway from New York to the Bahamas

65 CRUISE AWARDS 2014
 Celebrating the best of the industry, 
your chance to vote for your favourites

70 NOW THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT
 We have a look at the extraordinary variety 
of shows and activities at sea

80 THE GREAT DIVIDE
 As the Panama Canal celebrates its 
centenary, a look at what a Central 
American cruise has to offer

84 THE TIME TRAVELLER’S CRUISE
 A cruise on the Adriatic includes a wealth 
of classical destinations

91 RIVER CRUISE SPECIAL

 93 NEW SHIPS
 Reviews of new Viking, Uniworld, APT and 
Emerald Waterways ships

 103 BEST RIVER CRUISES
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waterways, a look at the most stunning rivers
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 Discover the Pacifi c Northwest, USA, on the 
paddleboat American Empress
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SCHOONER CAYS, THE BAHAMAS

 Hot spot
For total, blissed-out escapism, it would be hard to beat Schooner 
Cays. Located a few miles off the coast of the world’s pineapple 
capital Eleuthera Island, to the east of the Bahamian capital Nassau, 
this group of tiny islands are about as close to perfection as it’s 
possible to get. With translucent waters and vast stretches of pristine 
powder-soft sand, the uninhabited islands make for an idyllic stop-off 
in this stunning archipelago. 
 >> Turn to page 54 to read about a cruise to the Bahamas
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A NEW ERA FOR ADVANCED NATURAL SKINCARE
True pioneers in advanced natural skincare, L’OCCITANE is introducing  
a botanical-7 booster complex to work at the heart of the skin’s cells. 

 
The unique divine formula stimulates collagen, boosts micro-circulation and 
protects from environmental damage – giving the skin a new lease of life.

www.loccitane.co.uk

85%OF WOMEN SKIN APPEARS 
VISIBLY YOUNGER*FOR

NEW DIVINE CREAM
TIME CAN WAIT
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W H AT ’ S  H O T

SHIPS  EVENTS  DESTINATIONS 

We were really impressed with the museum Titanic Belfast (see our Belfast City Guide, 
page 48). If you’re interested in learning more about the liner it’s worth having a look 
at brilliant website whitestarmomentos.co.uk which features news and events for 
enthusiasts, and also offers learning resources and gifts.

SeaDream Yacht Club’s luxury vessel SeaDream I will 
be operating its first ever cruise from the UK this 
summer. The 14-night Baltic Capitals voyage departs 
on 16 August 2014, sailing round-trip from Dover. For 
more information go to seadream.com

SEADREAM I HEADS TO THE UK

VOTE IN THE 
CRUISE AWARDS 2014
Voting has opened for the Cruise Awards 2014 
at cruise-international.com/awards. As well as 
Best New Ship and Best Cruise Line, new 
categories include Best Boutique Cruise Line 
and Best for Adventure. Everyone who votes in 
the Cruise Awards 2014 will have the chance to 
be entered into a prize draw to win a luxury 
holiday to the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico. 
For more information, turn to page 65.

AWARDS

2013
AWARDS

2014
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Royal Caribbean has 
announced that new 
ship Quantum of 
the Seas, launching 
in November, 
will home port in 
Shanghai, China, 
from 2015 following 
its inaugural season 
sailing from New York 
to the Caribbean. 
For more info go to 
royalcaribbean.co.uk

JUST IN
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Mary Berry’s Lemon Drizzle Traybake

S TA R  C R U I S E R

The Great British Bake Off star was the godmother to 
Viking Alsvin at the naming ceremony in Amsterdam 
(see page 89). Here she tells us why she’s so delighted
with her new role, and below shares a favourite recipe.

It seems to me that river cruising is a hidden gem, full of adventure 
and exploration, and I am so proud to be a godmother to my very own 
ship. What I loved about this experience was the opportunity to learn. 
I am fascinated by people and as someone who likes to teach, learning 
comes hand in hand — in particular the local food specialities and 
traditions shared through food on board Viking River Cruises.

Naturally when on board Viking Alsvin I visited the kitchen to see 
what was cooking. It was superb to see all the wonderful ingredients 
they use on board a Viking river cruise and it was so lovely to see the 
chefs cooking from scratch and creating fresh, local delicacies on the 
ship. I’ve never been on a river cruise before, but now that I have my 
own ship the world is my oyster.

I wouldn’t say I am an experienced traveller, but it is certainly 
something I am interested in. I think a country that I would like to go 
back to is New Zealand. I am fascinated by New Zealand life and history 
and I love learning about these things. I feel it is such a beautiful, rich 
country that takes you a step back in time, which I like. 

I’ve always wanted to visit the islands of the Azores. The sun and 
natural beauty entice me. Its main industries are agriculture, including 
dairy farming and fishing, and there is always a food element to any 
destination that intrigues me. I love tasting and sampling local cuisine.  
It inspires my recipes.  

Mary’s latest book is Mary Berry Cooks (BBC Books, £20).

Cut a rectangle of non-stick baking parchment to fit 
the base and sides of a traybake tin or roasting tin, 
30 x 23 x 4 cm (12 x 9 x 1 ½ inches). Grease the tin 
and then line with the paper, pushing it neatly into 
the corners of the tin. Pre-heat the oven to 
160°C/325°F/Gas 3.

Measure all the ingredients for the traybake into a 
large bowl and beat well for about 2 minutes until 
well blended. An electric mixer is best for this but 

INGREDIENTS 
225g (8 oz) butter, 
softened
225g (8 oz) caster 
sugar
275g (10 oz) self-
raising flour
2 teaspoons baking 
powder

4 eggs
4 tablespoons milk
Finely grated rind of  
2 lemons

CRUNCHY TOPPING
175g (6 oz) 
granulated sugar
Juice of 2 lemons 

you can also beat by hand with a wooden 
spoon. Turn the mixture into the prepared tin, 
scraping the sides of the bowl with a plastic 
spatula. Level the top of the mixture in the tin 
gently with the back of the spatula.

Bake in the middle of the pre-heated oven for 
about 35-40 minutes or until the traybake 
springs back when pressed lightly with a finger 
in the centre and is beginning to shrink away 
from the sides of the tin.

Allow the traybake to cool in the tin for a few 
minutes then lift the traybake out of the tin still 
in the lining paper. Carefully remove the paper 
and put the traybake onto a wire rack placed 
over a tray (to catch drips of the topping).

To make the crunchy topping, mix the lemon 
juice and granulated sugar in a small bowl to 
give a runny consistency. Spoon this mixture 
evenly over the traybake while it is still just 
warm. Cut into squares when cold. 

MARY EXCLUSIVE[ [
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bohemian
CHIC
These stunning sandals 
will go with anything, 
and they’re comfortable, 
too (Noahs, £59.95, 
modainpelle.com).

CRUISE

Eastern flair

make a
SPLASH
Probably one of the most fl attering 
one-pieces we’ve seen, available in cup 
sizes 30-40 C-E (Rosa Faia swimsuit in 
Electric Blue, £79, anita.com).

handy BAG
This colourful clutch
has enough room for your
key card and lipstick (£37, 
irisfashion.co.uk).

precious 
JEWELS
Add some glamour 
with these fabulous 18ct 
gold vermeil and Lapis 
Lazuli earrings (£105, 
kirstengoss.com).

stay COOL
Perfect for keeping you chilled out 
in Panama (see our feature page 80) 
and indeed, everywhere else (Jenny 
trilby, £60, panamahats.co.uk).

Our pick of the hottest fashion buys for your trip

FA S H I O N

We love this pretty cotton dress

 from East – ideal for 

cruises to Asia and the Med

(Kendra Crinkle dress, £79, 

sizes 8-18, east.co.uk).





B E A U T Y

Flower 
These fragrances are 

like summer in a bottle; 
delicious, heady scents 
with notes made from our 
favourite flowers and 
spices to take you from 
long, lazy days to hot, 

sultry nights

Seductive 
Malabah by 
Penhaligon’s 
has notes of 
citrus, green 
coriander and 
smoky Earl Grey 
(£105 for 50ml, 
penhaligons.com).

Fresh and light, 
with its notes of 
freesia, wisteria 
and sweet pea, the 
new eponymous 
fragrance from 
Carven is perfect 
to use every day 
(£35 for 30ml, 
selfridges.com).

The limited 
edition DKNY 
Summer Women 
evokes the spirit 
of New York 
to perfection 
(£25 for 100ml, 
available from 
World Duty Free).

From L’Occitane’s new Brazilian 
collection comes Vitória Régia, 
a green, fl oral Eau de Cologne 
with notes of orange and lemon 
(£30 for 100ml, loccitane.co.uk).

With a delicious fragrance of 
sea air, cedar, bergamot and 
lemon, we’re confi dent any 
man would be happy with a 
bottle of Sel Marin (£120 for 
100ml, lessenteurs.com).

An oriental fl oral 
eau de parfum with 
notes of cool citrus, 
dramatic petals, 
honey and rum, Tom 
Ford’s Velvet Orchid 
is made for summer 
evenings (£56.88 for 
50ml, available from 
World Duty Free).

We love Jo Malone’s covetable 
colognes – Silk Blossom is 
probably one of the prettiest 
yet; apricot-fresh with a hint 
of spice (£65.60 for 100ml, 
available from travel retail 
locations worldwide).

POWER



Swiss movement, English heart

Calibre JJ03 modification (Patent pending) of ETA 2893 self-winding movement /  
Personally assembled by Master Watchmaker, Johannes Jahnke and team at  
CW’s Swiss atelier / 2 x 24 hour time-zone display / 24 airport code identification  
and simultaneous world map indicator / 43mm, marine-grade, 316L polished  
steel case with sapphire crystal and transparent case-back / Ethically sourced, 
midnight blue, Louisiana alligator strap with Bader deployment
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Chic and stylish luggage and accessories for your cruise

L U G G A G E  &  G A D G E T S

Radley’s signature style is showcased 
in this delightful soft leather luggage 
tag (£25, radley.co.uk).

LET’S 

TRAVEL RIGHT  

Inspired by the classics 
from Rolex, this timepiece 
is perfect for divers (£510, 
christopherward.co.uk).

TIME TO DIVE

Our pick of the hottest 
buys for your travels

SNAP HAPPY 

Make your holiday snaps the envy of your 
friends with the à la carte Leica X2 camera 
(£1,600, leica-camera.co.uk).

Become your very own 
style icon with a Ted 
Baker suitcase (£295, 
tedbaker.com)

FLORAL FANCY

This French brand has 
mastered lightweight 
luggage with their 
Plume collection – and 
they’re available in 
six colours too (£169, 
lipault.com).

FRENCH CHIC

PA U L  N E W M A N  A N D
J O A N N E  W O O D WA R D
L E AV E  N E W  Y O R K  F O R
A  T R I P  T O  J A M A I C A ,  1 9 6 1 
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Every issue we bring you the latest health and wellbeing news

CRUISEWell

Being pampered in a luxury 
spa is definitely one of our 
favourite things about going on 
an ocean and river cruise, and 
now Celebrity Cruises is the 
latest cruise line to welcome 
the Canyon Ranch SpaClub® to 
its ships. Treatments include 
the Total Transformation Facial 
(celebritycruises.co.uk).

A place to spa

Based on the principles of reflexology, a Thai Massage is a fabulous way to ensure 
ultimate relaxation on your cruise. The Serenity River Spa on Uniworld’s boutique river 
ships has a classic Thai Foot and Hand Treatment on its menu – the 60-minute therapy 
(€70) is guaranteed to soothe your muscles and help you unwind (uniworld.com). 

FEEL GOOD FACTOR
Avalon Waterways is offering 
Wellness river cruises with 
healthy-eating lectures, 
exercise programmes and 
menus from the onboard 
nutritionist. Cruises call 
at historic Gellért thermal 
Baths in Budapest and the 
Karlovy Vary spa town, Czech 
Republic. Cruises start at 
£4,052.60pp for a 12-night 
trip (avalonwaterways.co.uk).

Going on a fly-cruise? Follow these top 
tips to make sure you arrive in great 
shape to start your holiday:

H E A LT H  &  W E L L B E I N G

Healing touch

FLIGHT MODE 

*Keep hydrated. Planes 
have low humidity so 
make sure you drink 
lots of water and avoid 
drinking too much alcohol.

*Stay moisturised – travel-
sized moisturisers or a 
facial spritzer will help to  
beat the drying effects of 
the cabin.

*We’d all like to look as 
good as the Duchess of 
Cambridge when we get 
off our plane, but wear 
something comfy to fly in. 

*Gently exercise during 
the flight to help minimise 
the risk of DVT (you may 
also want to wear flight 
socks).





All American 
FEAST

Celebrate Independence Day with a sizzling burger and Salted 
Caramel milkshake from Carnival’s celebrity chef Guy Fieri



Preheat the oven to 190 degrees 

Celsius (375 degrees Fahrenheit).

Cut off top third of garlic head to 

expose the cloves. Place onto a piece of 

foil. Drizzle with olive oil and sprinkle with 

salt and pepper. Cover the garlic with the 

foil and place in the oven for about 1 hour 

15 minutes. Remove from oven and allow 

to cool. Seperate garlic cloves from their 

husks. Keep until ready to use.

Mince 1 tsp of roasted garlic and melt 

with butter in small saucepan. Season 

with salt. Gently warm until garlic 

becomes fragrant. Set aside in the fridge.

To prepare bacon for the pig patties, set 

a large pot of cold water over high heat 

and add the bacon. Bring to a medium 

boil and cook for about 1 ½ to 2 hours 

until the bacon is very tender and almost 

falling apart. Drain and set aside to cool.

Set a flat grill pan over high heat. Divide 

the bacon into four even portions to form 

a patty and place on the grill. Press down 

with the foil-covered brick to squash 

bacon together and into a flat patty so it 

crisps. Cook until golden, 3-4 minutes. 

Remove and keep warm.

Divide ground beef into four equal 

portions (225g each) and form into four 

tight balls. Sprinkle the hamburger ball 

with salt and pepper. Place the 

hamburger balls on the griddle pan 

(which still has some bacon fat on it) and 

flatten with a strong, flat metal spatula to 

approximately ¾ cm thickness.

 Cook the burgers for 1 ½ minutes so 

they develop a crust on the first side. Flip 

and cook for 1 minute on the second side 

to develop a crust. Top off the hamburger 

with a slice of cheese. Place a dome-

shaped lid over the top of the burger. 

Pour the chicken broth mixture on to the 

flat top so the liquid runs under the dome 

and creates steam to cook the burger 

and melt the cheese. When the burger is 

cooked and the cheese is melted, remove 

dome lid and set burgers aside.

Brush the cut sides of the buns lightly 

with garlic butter. Toast buns on the flat 

top for 3 to 4 seconds until golden and 

crisp. Flip and toast the outsides for 3 to 

4 seconds.

TO ASSEMBLE: 

Smear “Donkey” Sauce on the cut side 

of both bun halves. Layer the base with 

pickle slices and the hamburger patty. 

Top with a bacon “pig patty”, the onions, 

tomato and lettuce, and then cover with 

the top half of the bun. Wrap in waxed 

parchment paper and serve immediately.

“DONKEY” SAUCE:

Mix mayonnaise, roasted garlic, 

mustard, Worcestershire, salt and pepper 

until smooth. 

CHEESE SAUCE:

In a saucepan, add the butter over 

medium heat. When melted, sprinkle with 

flour and stir with a whisk. Cook over low 

heat until they combine into a thick 

mixture like wet sand. Once combined, 

stir for 1 to 2 minutes. Pour in the milk 

slowly as you whisk. Continue stirring for 

3 to 4 minutes until the mixture thickens 

up. Add the salt, nutmeg and cheese and 

stir until the cheese has melted and the 

mixture is smooth. Set aside and keep 

warm until ready to use.

2 heads of garlic

Extra-virgin olive oil

Sea salt and freshly cracked black 

pepper

30g unsalted butter, softened

340g thinly sliced applewood 

smoked bacon

900g lean mince

60ml Cheese Sauce

60ml low-sodium chicken broth 

mixed with 1 ½ tbsp water

4 soft brioche hamburger buns   

1 dill pickle, finely sliced

½ sweet onion, very finely sliced

1 heritage tomato, finely sliced

¼ head iceberg lettuce, finely sliced

“DONKEY” SAUCE:

235ml mayonnaise

60g roasted garlic

1 tsp regular yellow mustard

4 dashes Worcestershire sauce

¼ tsp sea salt

4 pinches ground black pepper

CHEESE SAUCE:

30g unsalted butter

45g all-purpose flour

235ml whole milk, warmed

1 tsp sea salt

1 pinch grated nutmeg

85g grated cheese

Straight-Up with a Pig Patty Burger  SERVES 4   

240g sugar

170g heavy cream

30g unsalted butter

1 tsp flaky sea salt

½ tsp vanilla extract

240g vanilla bean ice cream

120ml whole milk

Salted Caramel milkshake SERVES 2

METHOD:

 Add 80ml water to medium saucepan and set over high heat. 

Carefully pour the sugar into the centre so none of it splashes 

up the side of the pot. Bring to the boil and cook until sugar 

starts to turn brown. Do not stir the pot. If you need to, gently 

swirl the pot to help dissolve the sugar. Once the sugar turns a 

deep brown color, remove from heat and carefully add the 

heavy cream (be careful as it will bubble up vigorously). Add the 

butter, sea salt, and vanilla. Swirl the pot until the butter 

dissolves completely and evenly into the caramel sauce. 

Drizzle a little of the caramel into two small milkshake glasses 

(spiral around the inside of the glass). 

Add the ice cream, milk and remaining caramel into a blender. 

Blend mixture until smooth and pour into the glasses.  

Serve with straw (optional: top with whipped cream and another 

drizzle of caramel). 

Guy Fieri's Guy on Fire: 130 Recipes for 

Adventures in Outdoor Cooking  

(William Morrow, £18.11 RRP,  

amazon.co.uk)
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STAR CRUISER

Marco Pierre White will be back on board P&O’s Ventura this autumn. Here he tells  
James Steen about the defining moment of his life and why he’ll never forget his roots

My life is quite strange to a lot of people, but I enjoy it. I do not have 
a computer – wouldn’t know how to switch one on. I have never 
sent an email and do not have an email address. My phone is an old 
one that others laugh at, but recently I was on a speedboat in the 
Caribbean. Everyone else on the boat had lost the reception on their 
fancy smartphones and my phone worked perfectly. They say modern 
technology helps in your life, but no one seems to have any free time. 
Whereas I just carry on with my own thing and am perfectly happy.

The newspapers still describe me as ‘fiery’ but those who know 
me will tell you that I’m pretty mellow and don’t raise my voice. 
When I came on the scene and opened my first restaurant, Harveys, 
gastronomy was in a different age: head chefs wore tall white hats 
and remained invisible behind the swing doors. Here I was, the lanky 
Yorkshireman with long hair and I looked knackered because proper 
chefs do look knackered and pale because they work 18 hours a day 
and don’t see daylight.

I’ve been judged by people who don’t cook, and criticised by food 
snobs who consider me a Michelin-starred chef who is fussy about 
food. I happen to have won stars, but I also grew up on a council 
estate on the outskirts of Leeds and have never forgotten my roots. 
I’m not interested in eight-course meals made up of fancy dishes of 
tiny portions of food that’s cold by the time it reaches the table. There 
are millions of people who can’t afford to spend hundreds of pounds 
eating a fine meal, and I’m on their side. 

I won three Michelin stars in 1995, when I was 33 and had my 
restaurant at the Hyde Park Hotel. I didn’t really pause to celebrate; 
just got on with the job. But when I look back on it, the achievement 
deserved a glass of something special. I was the first British chef to win 
three stars, and the world’s youngest. The strangest bit is that Michelin 
is a great French institution and I had never been to France, yet was 
cooking in classically French style. 

Travel was infrequent. Holidays weren’t planned and didn’t happen 
often. Suddenly, my life changed when I joined P&O about eight years 
ago and since then I feel like I’ve seen the world. I’ve taken my sons 
Luciano and Marco and they’ve had the most wonderful time and 
made lots of friends. 

For so many people, cruises are all about the food. I remember visiting 
Marseille and having the most sensational bouillabaisse, the glorious 
fish stew with rascasse and gurnard and the flavours of Provence; 
fennel, saffron, olive oil. On Ventura, I’ve got a restaurant, The White 
Room, where the food is wonderful and I do book signings which 
have been known to last for eight hours. There are people from every 
walk of life and they share their stories, which I love. I also do my 

GETTING THERE 
P&O Cruises is offering a seven-night Med fly cruise on 
Ventura (N421A) from £829pp. Departing 8 October 2014, 
the price includes flights from the UK, an inside cabin 
and all meals. Marco will be travelling on board from 8 
to 10 October. Departing from Venice and returning to 
Genoa, ports of call include Kotor, Corfu, Rome and Ajaccio 
(overnight in port).  

master classes with about a dozen passengers. I do dishes that they 
can do at home as well, seafood risotto, lobster spaghetti, or I might 
teach them how to cook the perfect steak or carbonara.

I moved out of London and don’t spend as much time there now. I 
love to be in the countryside. When I was a kid I used to sneak into 
the Harewood estate and use the parkland and woodland as my 
garden and that’s where I established my love of nature. 

My mother died when I was six. She suffered a brain haemorrhage. 
That was the defining moment of my life. Later on, I worked in some 
terribly tough kitchens, the hours were exhausting and there was a lot 
of screaming and shouting. There were some difficult moments in my 
career and what has got me through was this: my mother died when I 
was six, so what could be worse? I was pretty much unbreakable.

Dad was a chef and I was always required to help him in the kitchen 
and so I think I was always surrounded by food, preparing vegetables 
or helping with the cooking. It might have been picking mint from 
the garden to make mint sauce, or shelling peas. In the late 60s and 
early 70s, tinned food was very much a middle class luxury. We never, 
for instance, had tinned baked beans. My father would get haricot 
beans, soak them overnight, drain them and fry them in bacon fat 
for breakfast. The only tinned food we had was sardines, which my 
dad served on toast. Sunday lunch was Yorkshire pudding with onion 
gravy, followed by a roast, and then a dessert of crumble.

My next book is called Simply Marco and I’m teaching the tricks 
and revealing the secrets of great comfort food, including a stunning 
‘floating islands’ of meringue in crème anglaise. Simplicity is crucial. 
At home, I like to cook roasts and one-pot dishes that can be plonked 
in the middle of the table, for everyone to help themselves. I was 
thinking last night about what I’d eat for my last meal. Fresh crab, 
gulls’ eggs and wild smoked salmon. Funny, isn’t it? There’s all that 
Michelin-starred food out there but I’d just be thinking, give me some 
good English food and keep it simple. 
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FUN IN 
PARADISE

With more than 5,000 islands, reefs and cays dotted around the Caribbean, you’ll get to experience a whole lot 
of Paradise! With 18 ships sailing the stunning blue waters, Carnival offers you plenty of choice for your next cruise, 
with beaches, shore adventures, isles and so much more. There is something for everyone in the Caribbean, with a 
warm welcome and fantastic hospitality wherever you go. 

So get exploring!

TM



REASONS

*in no particular order

100
TO BOOK A CRUISE

RIGHT NOW*
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100 REASONS TO BOOK A CRUISE

1 A cruise is simply the best way 
to discover the world. From the 

Amazon to the Zambezi, Barcelona 
to St Petersburg, ocean and river 
cruises offer the chance to see an 
extraordinary range of destinations, 
on one fabulous holiday.

2 Value for money. The majority 
of cruise holidays include all 

food and onboard entertainment; 
some include excursions and 
alcohol. In a price comparison with 
land-based holidays, cruises win.

3 The range of experiences. 
You can learn from celebrity 

chefs; see Grammy-award winning 
artists; hear lectures by well-
known historians, authors and TV 
personalities; and immerse yourself 
in local culture everywhere you go.

4 You can experience the high 
life. From butlers catering to 

your every whim in MSC’s Yacht 
Club to SeaDream’s Champagne and 
caviar parties in the surf.

5 The food. You can eat in 
restaurants run by celeb chefs 

including Nobu, Marco Pierre White 
and Jamie Oliver and try delicacies 
from all over the world.

6 The views. On an ocean cruise 
you can enjoy breakfast on your 

balcony looking out at glittering sea.

7 “A cruise is the easiest, most 
stress-free holiday you and your 

family will ever take.” Liz Jarvis, 
Editor, Cruise International

8  You can visit intriguing 
destinations, confident you’re in 

safe hands. Russia, Burma, China – 
all are hassle-free on a cruise.

9 You’ll see lots of amazing 
places and unpack only once.

10 Cruises are family-friendly.  
Opt for a cruise line like 

Carnival, Norwegian or Royal 
Caribbean and there’s a dizzying 
array of things for kids to do. 

11 “You draw back the curtains to 
see a new island, port or country 

– and all you’ve had to do is be wined 
and dined and dance the night away.” 
Jennie Bond, broadcaster

12 There are cruises to suit 
all tastes. Whether you’re 

adventurous or want to learn 
something new, a foodie or looking 
for high-octane thrills, there’s a 
cruise for you.

13 “My husband can go to the 
casino while I enjoy a spa 

treatment and the boys play around 
on the FlowRider or rock climbing 
wall. Then we’ll meet for dinner and 
a show or some live music. You’d 
never get that variety with a beach 
holiday.” Sally Gunnell, OBE

14 A cruise is a great way to 
get closer to wildlife – from 

whale-watching in Alaska, meeting 
seals and turtles in the Galápagos 
Islands to scuba-diving with tropical 
fish in the Bahamas.

15 “Being out in the middle of 
nowhere, as far away from 

humanity as you can possibly get is 
very appealing.” Russell Watson

16 “The great thing about a 
river cruise is the ever-

changing tableau of towns.”  
Neil Oliver, TV presenter

17 The onboard facilities. From 
Norwegian’s Ice Bars to Royal 

Caribbean’s Ice rinks, you’ll be 
amazed at what ships can offer. 

18 To see the Northern Lights. 
It’s a bucket list experience.

19 There is no age limit on who 
can enjoy a cruise holiday. 

20  Cruises can be very 
romantic, and offer a 

stress-free way to reconnect.

21 Pampering. Many cruise ships 
have spas and a range of 

treatment options available. 

22 The constantly-changing 
scenery. There is always 

something new to look at. 

23 Incredible entertainment. 
From Broadway and West 

End-style shows to exclusive 
performances from world-famous 
singers, the entertainment is 
unforgettable – and it’s all included  
(see feature, page 70).

24   Shopping for your cruise. 
It’s part of the fun, right?

25 Unforgettable sunrises and 
sunsets, and if you go on a 

Baltic cruise in July/August you can 
experience the Midnight Sun.

26          So that you can unleash your 
inner explorer. 

27 The social media swagging. 
And the selfies.

28 The chance to visit some of 
the world’s most beautiful 

cities. Rome, Venice, St Petersburg, 
Miami... the list is endless. 

29 Early bookings. The sooner 
you book, the sooner you can 

plan – plus you could get a better deal.

30 1.79 million Britons – the 
number who took a cruise 

last year – can’t be wrong.

31 Dodgems at sea on Quantum 
of the Seas which launches 

later this year. Got to be done, right?

32 Hate flying? You can still visit 
the world’s best destinations 

from the UK (see feature, page 35).

33 Extend your holiday with a 
pre- or post-cruise stay.

34 “The chance to nose around 
beautiful gardens on 

shore.” Charlie Dimmock

35 The choice of ships. From 
paddle steamers to gulets 

and luxury liners. 

A cruise can take you to some of the world’s most remote, 
unspoiled areas, including Antarctica and the Amazon.

YOU CAN EXPLORE36
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37 Towel animals. Guessing 
which animal it’s supposed to 

be is half the fun.

38 Melon carvings. Ditto.

39 “Everybody can eat what 
they want: made-to-order 

options, kid-pleasing food like 
mouth-watering burgers, Tex-Mex, 
pizza – plus, ice cream and frozen 
treats are never far away.”  
Jennifer Howze, jenography.net

40 The glamour – particularly 
if you sail with a line with 

a rich heritage, such as Cunard, 
or MSC, with its Swarovski-crystal 
studded staircases. 

41 Overnight stays. You could 
have dinner in Venice or go to 

the Russian ballet in St Petersburg.

42 “Cruises are a luxurious 
way to travel and give you 

the chance to wake up in a brand 
new place every day.” Michael Ball

43 “I’ve always loved the 
ocean, and I’m never 

happier than when I’m on a ship.” 
Ben Fogle, adventurer

44 “Cruise passengers are 
always very engaging and 

interesting. They always have so 
many stories to tell.” Atul Kochhar

45 “It’s one of the most 
glorious ways to experience 

the cuisine of the world in two 
weeks – a gourmet tour of the 
finest, most authentic, freshest local 
dishes.” Marco Pierre White

46            “The entertainment is fab.” 
Sheridan Smith, actress

47 “Being on a ship is lovely – 
there’s something timeless 

about sailing somewhere.”  
Stephen Tompkinson, actor

48 “I had never been on a 
cruise before I went on two 

Strictly cruises on Oriana. Now I 
love them.” Craig Revel Horwood

49 “At the end of the day, you 
always come back to the 

luxury of your cabin. And if you really 
like a place, you can always spend 
more time there.” Eric Lanlard, chef

50 “To sit on the balcony and 
look at the view.”  

Derren Brown, illusionist

51 “The wonderful thing about 
cruising is how many places 

you can visit in two weeks.” Twiggy

52 “Sublime relaxation and 
luxury.” Nick Hewer

53 “You can put your gladrags 
on for dinner and have your 

bed made every day. It’s first-rate 
service the traditional way.” Julie 
Peasgood, actress and TV presenter

54 “It’s the perfect break 
for families with older 

children because it is an adventure 
from start to finish.” Tara Cain, 
thestickyfingersblog.com

55 LOTS of photo opportunities. 

56 Do as much, or as little, as 
you please at your own pace.

57 Top service. From a nightly 
turn-down to chocolates on 

your pillow, you’ll feel VERY spoiled.

58 On many cruises you can 
order room service, too. 

There’s something particularly magical about watching a fireworks
display at sea – both Disney and Norwegian offer this experience.

THE FIREWORKS59
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60 “All the ‘must-see’ elements 
are sorted for you by the 

cruise line so you feel like a traveller 
instead of a tourist.” Gyles Brandreth

61 Character encounters. Mickey 
Mouse and friends on a 

Disney cruise; the Dr Seuss gang on 
Carnival; and on Royal Caribbean, the 
DreamWorks characters. 

62 Shopping – in port and on 
board – and auctions.

63 The high tea. Served by 
white-gloved waiters to the 

accompaniment of a violinist.

64 A cruise is the best way to 
see Brazil. As anyone flying 

there for the World Cup this summer 
will discover, it’s a vast country. But 
a cruise will make it stress-free.

65 “As soon as you step on 
to that great ship, you’re 

stepping on to a private magic 
world. If you want to completely 
remove yourself from the humdrum 
of your ordinary life, you can.”  
Oz Clarke, wine expert

66 The Caribbean. All islands 
are different, with their own 

personalities; a cruise is one of the 
easiest ways to see them.

67 Visit some of the world’s 
most important historical 

sites, including Ephesus, Turkey; the 
Acropolis, Athens; and the Great 
Wall of China.

68 The beaches. 

69 You can make friends – 
you’ll find that everyone’s 

friendly on a cruise. And if you 
prefer not to mix, that’s fine, too.

70 “A cruise is the chance to 
try a different, fabulous 

restaurant every day… without a cab 
ride back to a hotel.” Becky Wiggins, 
englishmum.com

71 They’re the perfect multi-
generational holiday. Do your 

own thing and reunite in the evening 
for dinner to talk about your day. 

72 Cruises are great for big 
family celebrations, too.

73 Indulgence. All those spa 
treatments, the cuisine,  

the cocktails… if you’ve ever wanted 
to know what it would be like to be 
Queen or King for a day, a cruise is a 
good way to find out.

74 It’s a chance to introduce 
your children to culture, 

from exploring ruins in Greece to 
visiting Roman ruins in Italy.

75 Want a girls’ getaway? 
Cruises are ideal for breaks 

with groups of friends.

76 “I can let my eight-year-
old have a lot more 

independence on a cruise than on a 
land-based holiday.” Erica Douglas, 
littlemummy.com

77 Watersports. From pools and 
waterslides on board to jet 

skiing and parasailing on the sea. 

78 The chance to dress up as a 
pirate. You know you want to.

79 Simplicity. Choosing, 
booking and planning your 

cruise holiday is surprisingly simple.
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80 There is so much to do, 
and it’s all included, from 

rock climbing or going to onboard 
lectures to learning to cha-cha-cha.

81 Love walking? Cycling? 
Golfing? There’s a cruise that 

will suit you. Or you can simply laze 
in the sun. Your choice.

82 “Get married. Have your 
special day tailor-made. 

Want traditional vows? The captain 
will oblige. Want to write your own? 
Sure. Have your favourite songs, 
lucky charms and even a chocolate 
wedding cake. And the best thing is 
you’re already on your honeymoon.” 
Deborah Stone, Contributing Editor, 
Cruise International

83 “Cruising takes the stress 
out of travel, while you 

relax, dance, eat, drink, sunbathe, 
swim, play or even spa.”  
Penny Alexander, aresidence.co.uk

84 “A cruise gives me some 
scheduled time to relax.” 

Scott Sanders, @thedclblog

85 “A river cruise lets you see 
the wonderful riverbanks 

of Europe from the luxury of your 

floating boutique hotel. There’s no 
way you could squeeze so much into 
another type of holiday.”  
Josephine Price, Assistant Editor, 
Cruise International

86 The ships. Whether it’s a 
luxury voyage in the Med or 

an adventure cruise in the Amazon, 
we guarantee you’ll fall in love with 
your ship.

87 “Cruises rock – you don’t 
have to drive anywhere, 

catch a train or navigate a bus 
system in a foreign language.” Jacqui 
Paterson, mummyslittlemonkey.com

88 “Go to sleep in one country 
and wake up in another.”  

Kate Sutton, witwitwoo.com

89 “Throw away any 
misconceptions. Just enjoy 

the experience and remember, 
there’s a cruise to suit everyone.”  
Andrew Todd, via Facebook

90 “Most costs are covered 
and everything’s right 

there.”  Ellen Fleming, via Facebook

91 The crew will make your 
holiday as relaxing and 

enjoyable as possible, and next time 
you’re on board, they’ll remember you.

 92 Did we mention the 
cocktails?

93 Eating al fresco. There 
really is no finer way to 

enjoy your breakfast, lunch or 
dinner than out on deck.

94 You’ll feel at one with 
nature. Take it from us, 

nothing beats the total tranquility  
of gazing out at the empty ocean.

95 “Being on a ship, with 
everything at your 

fingertips, is the most wonderful 
way to travel.” Darcey Bussell

96 The lobster.

97 There is always something 
new to try.

98 “Travel on the loveliest 
rivers, through sublime 

countryside.” Joanna Lumley

99 Bears. On a cruise you 
could see polar bears, koala 

bears, panda bears or honey bears. 

A cruise ship is a home from home and you’ll soon become
attached to your stateroom and the crew. Warning: when
your cruise is over you’re likely to get withdrawal symptoms.
The only way to cope is to book another one. 100
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Discover new places. Experience new cultures. Learn more about the 
world you don’t see every day. For meaningful travellers who seek 
enriching experiences, a cruise with Princess offers beautiful scenery 
and fresh perspectives. You’ll come home with new friendships, new 
stories to tell and new memories to share. This is our promise – that 
you’ll come back new.

We are the leaders in destination cruising, taking you to more fascinating ports of call 
than any other cruise line. Enjoy warm and welcoming service onboard our ships, with 
expert guidance in every port you visit. You’ll soon find out why only Princess has 
been awarded ‘Best Cruise Line Itineraries’ nine years running.

      FARAWAY
ADVENTURES

DISCOVER FARAWAY 
ADVENTURES WITH

UP TO • • • • ••• ••  
ONBOARD SPEND 

PER COUPLE*

& A •• ••  BOTTLE 
OF WINE IN YOUR 

STATEROOM 
ON SELECTED 2014-15 CRUISES*

contact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.comcontact your travel agent         call 0843 374 2267         visit princess.com

TO BOOK OR REQUEST A BROCHURE

Calls cost 5p/min plus set up fee of up to 6p from a BT landline. Mobile and other providers’ charges may vary.

*Free onboard spend of maximum $300 per stateroom and one free bottle of wine per stateroom offers apply to selected 2014-15 worldwide cruises, 
subject to availability on new bookings made by 30 June 2014. Please see princess.com for full terms and conditions. ABTA and ATOL protected. 

ABTA No.V8764
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Want to take a cruise but don’t fancy getting on a plane? You can

travel pretty much anywhere in the world from the UK by ship. 

Here Deborah Stone highlights the most enticing options around
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Britain’s most important port is home to many cruise 
companies and the choice of destinations from its 
four terminals is virtually limitless. It’s five miles from 
Southampton airport with easy motorway access from 
the M27 off the M3 from London; the central railway 
station is a short taxi ride from all terminals and the 
train takes just over an hour from London Waterloo. 
Board the ship early for time to get off and explore 
the SeaCity Museum, with its excellent Titanic Story 
and memorabilia, or do some last-minute shopping in 
West Quay Shopping Centre or the quirky boutiques of 
Bedford Place (discoversouthampton.co.uk).

Cunard bases its three ships here, and on 25 May 
2015, Queen Elizabeth, Queen Victoria and Queen 
Mary 2 will leave Southampton to meet at Liverpool – 
Cunard’s spiritual home – to celebrate the company’s 
175th anniversary and salute the city where the world’s 
most famous cruise line was born.

Royal Princess returns to Southampton for 2015, 
and the ship, launched by the Duchess of Cambridge, 
will have several British Isles itineraries and will sail up 
to the Baltic before returning to Florida for the winter.

But the ship most cruise fans will want to board 
in Southampton this year is Royal Caribbean 
International’s groundbreaking Quantum of the 
Seas. Passengers can try the sky diving simulator, the 
first bumper cars at sea and the North Star ride that 
takes guests 300ft above the waves. Its choice of bars, 
restaurants, lounges, leisure facilities and entertainment 
for its 4,905 potential guests is unprecedented and those 
on its sole UK cruise, to New York, won’t want to leave. 
Sister ship, Anthem of the Seas, launching next year, goes 
to France and has autumn cruises to the Canaries.

An eight-day Transatlantic Crossing on Quantum of 
the Seas, 2 November 2014, starts from £1,238pp, based 
on two sharing (royalcaribbean.co.uk/0844 493 2061).

From Southampton
Above: A lifeguard station  
in Florida, USA



From LONDON
The Port of Tilbury cruise terminal is fabulously quirky: 
a Grade II-listed 1930s building where MV Empire 
Windrush arrived from Jamaica in 1948 bringing ex-
servicemen to settle in Britain. Ongoing refurbishment 
has made it an atmospheric departure point. It is 
seven miles from Junction 30 on the M25, in Essex, 
and parking is available; or shuttle buses meet trains 
at Tilbury Town station, a 15-minute walk away, on 
the line from London to Southend. Tilbury is only 35 
minutes from London Fenchurch Street station by train, 
where nearby attractions include the Tower of London, 
with river buses heading east to Greenwich Park and the 
National Maritime Museum or west to Westminster and 
Big Ben (visitlondon.com). 

Several cruise companies now use Tilbury, including 
Fred. Olsen, which has a round-trip cruise to the 
Canaries and another to see the Northern Lights in 
places like Tromsø, Alta and Trondheim in northern 
Norway this year. Both itineraries are on Black Watch 
this winter. Conditions for spectacular displays of the 
aurora borealis have been exceptionally good in recent 
years, but experts say it may peak this year. 

A 16-night In Search of the Northern Lights cruise 
on Fred. Olsen’s Black Watch, departs 20 December 
2014 from £1,899pp, based on two people sharing  
(fredolsen.co.uk/0800 0355 242). 

Conditions for spectacular displays of the aurora borealis have been 
exceptionally good in recent years, but experts say it may peak this year

From harwich
The deep water of Harwich’s harbour means that some 
of the biggest ships at sea can dock here. Drive straight 
into the port’s secure car park or cross the road from 
Harwich International station next to the terminal – 
trains from London Liverpool Street take just over an 
hour. Nearby towns are Cambridge, one of England’s 
loveliest university towns; or Colchester, once the Roman 
capital of Britain. Two train stops away is Harwich Town; 
visit the old Electric Palace Theatre or Redoubt Fort, 
built during the Napoleonic wars (visitessex.com).

Royal Caribbean International’s 3,360-passenger 
Brilliance of the Seas is based at Harwich this summer 
and next, mostly sailing to Norway and Iceland or to 
the Baltic around Scandinavia and Russia. Mid-size 
ships here include Fred. Olsen’s Braemar, which hosts 
an Elvis at 80 cruise next April and Thomson’s mid-size 
Thomson Spirit. 

A 12-night Fire & Ice round-trip on Thomson Spirit, 
from Harwich to Scotland, Iceland and Norway departs 
26 August 2014, from £828pp, based on two people 
sharing (thomson.co.uk/0871 231 4691).

This page, clockwise from left: See puffins on a cruise  
to Iceland; the magical aurora borealis

CRUISES FROM THE UK
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Dover is a hotchpotch of architectural styles but there 
is something special about your first glimpse of the sea 
as you drive down to the cruise terminal. Getting to 
your ship by train is not as romantic, but Dover Priory 
station is only a few minutes by taxi and trains from 
London Victoria or Charing Cross take under two hours. 

Towering over the town is the historic Dover Castle, 
while you should also visit the Secret Wartime Tunnels 
cut into the famous White Cliffs, where the story of the 
1940 Dunkirk evacuation is told. Sissinghurst Castle 
Garden is nearby, as is Sandwich and Canterbury, 
with its inspiring cathedral (visitkent.co.uk and 
whitecliffscountry.org.uk).

Disney Cruise Line will make Dover its home port 
in 2015. Disney Magic has two 12-night Baltic cruises 
visiting Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsinki, Tallinn and 
St Petersburg. It heads back to Barcelona along the Med 
in August. Oceania Cruises’ Marina calls at Bruges, 
Amsterdam and Oslo in July while SeaDream Yacht 
Club has three cruises to Northern Europe this summer. 

A 14-day Dover-Dover cruise to the Baltic on 
SeaDream I departs 16 August 2014. Prices start from 
£5,302pp, based on two people sharing (seadream.
com/0800 783 1373).

From dover

Clockwise, from top left: The Old Town, Tallinn, Estonia;  
a reindeer in Norway; house in Copenhagen, DenmarkP
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AWARD-WINNING 
MID-SIZE SHIPS

DESTINATION 
SPECIALISTS

FINEST CUISINE AT SEA

COUNTRY CLUB 
CASUAL AMBIANCE

EXTRAORDINARY VALUE

CALL 0845 505 1920 | VISIT US AT OCEANIACRUISES.COM

Your WORLD. Your WAY.

Taste
AN AFFORDABLE LUXURY
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CRUISES FROM THE UK

Avonmouth Dock’s cruise terminal, six miles from 
Bristol and not far from the M5, is very handy for 
those living in the West, the Midlands and Wales. It 
is not purpose-built and facilities are still improving, 
but secure parking is available at the dock. If you are 
letting the train take the strain there are two stations: 
Bristol Temple Meads nearly seven miles away and 
Bristol Parkway at 10 miles. Taxis are available from 
both stations and also from the airport at 13 miles 
away, which is important because pedestrians are not 
allowed in these working docks.

The honey-hued streets of Georgian townhouses 
help to make Bristol one of Britain’s most handsome 
cities, but it is also innovative. The Science Centre has a 
planetarium as well as hands-on scientific displays, and 
you can discover street art by Banksy, among others, 
on a two-hour walking tour. Check out the world’s first 
iron ship, Brunel’s SS Great Britain, now housed in the 
award-winning historic harbour, or take a look at one 
of Brunel’s other great engineering feats: the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge. And if you don’t fancy Bristol, try 
Bath. Home of the Unesco-listed Royal Crescent, Jane 
Austen trails and the superb Roman baths, it is simply 
gorgeous (visitbristol.co.uk).

Bristol is another outpost of the Fred. Olsen 
network which makes all Britons 90 minutes from one 
of its departure points. Boudicca has several departures 
from Bristol Avonmouth in 2014, with Black Watch 
here the following year. Although Fred. Olsen is well 
known for its Norwegian cruises, it also specialises 
in the Canaries and its Canary Islands Escape next 
year takes those in search of guaranteed sunshine 
down to Tenerife, where paid-for excursions include 
seeing the step pyramids of Güímar, similar to those in 
Mexico; camel riding on one of Lanzarote’s volcanoes; 
exploring a volcanic tunnel on Tenerife and dolphin 
watching in a catamaran off Gran Canaria.

A 12-night Canary Islands Escape on Fred. 
Olsen’s Black Watch departs on 31 August 2015 and 
costs from £1,199pp, based on two people sharing 
(fredolsen.co.uk/0800 0355 242).

From Bristol

This page, from top: The Canary Islands offer blue waters 
and a subtropical climate; Gran Canaria, Canary Islands

Explore a volcanic tunnel on Tenerife and go 
dolphin watching in a catamaran off Gran Canaria
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MEDITERRANEAN PATHWAYS
Rome  TO Rome  | 10-Day Voyage

RIVIERA; 18 JUNE 2014
Rome (Civitavecchia) | Florence/Pisa/Tuscany (Livorno) 

Portofino | Monte Carlo | Saint-Tropez | Provence (Marseille) 
Barcelona | Palma de Mallorca | Amalfi/Positano 

Rome (Civitavecchia)

BLACK SEA DISCOVERY
Istanbul  TO Athens  | 10-Day Voyage

RIVIERA; 19 JULY 2014
Istanbul | Nessebur | Constanta  | Batumi | Trabzon 
Sinop | Cruising the Dardanelles & Bosphorus Straits  

Ephesus (Kusadasi) | Athens (Piraeus)

Deluxe Ocean View Stateroom from £2,139
per guest fly-cruise | £99 Business Class Round-Trip

Deluxe Ocean View Stateroom from £1,619
per guest fly-cruise

Deluxe Ocean View Stateroom from £2,079  
per guest fly-cruise | £99 Business Class Round-Trip

TAPESTRY OF CULTURES
Lisbon  TO Rome  | 10-Day Voyage

MARINA; 24 SEPTEMBER 2014
Lisbon | Gibraltar | Tangier | Málaga | Valencia | Barcelona 

Provence (Marseille) | Cannes | Monte Carlo 
Florence/Pisa/Tuscany (Livorno) | Rome (Civitavecchia)

NORTH ATLANTIC EXPLORATION
Southampton TO New York  | 15-Day Voyage

INSIGNIA; 2 OCTOBER 2014
Southampton | Belfast | Dublin | Cork (Cobh) 
St. John’s | Halifax | Saint John (Bay of Fundy) 

Portland | Boston | New York

Ocean View Stateroom from £2,489  
per guest fly-cruise | £999 Business  

Deluxe Ocean View Stateroom from £1,799 
per guest fly-cruise | £99 Business Class Round-Trip

VIKING TRAILS
Stockholm  TO Amsterdam  | 12-Day Voyage

MARINA; 21 AUGUST 2014
Stockholm | Helsinki | St. Petersburg   | Tallinn 

Klaipeda | Gdansk (Gdynia) | Berlin (Warnemünde) 
Copenhagen | Amsterdam 

Deluxe Ocean View Stateroom from £2,029
per guest fly-cruise | £99 Business Class Round-Trip

BLACK SEA LEGENDS
Istanbul  TO Athens  | 10-Day Voyage

RIVIERA; 22 SEPTEMBER 2014
Istanbul | Nessebur | Constanta | Odessa 

Cruising the Dardanelles & Bosphorus Straits | Sochi | Trabzon 
Sinop | Cruising the Dardanelles & Bosphorus Straits 

Ephesus (Kusadasi) | Athens (Piraeus)

ADRIATIC SERENADE
Venice  TO Rome  | 7-Day Voyage

RIVIERA; 15 AUGUST 2014
Venice | Split | Kotor | Tirana (Durrës) | Corfu 

Taormina (Sicily) | Sorrento/Capri | Rome (Civitavecchia)

Deluxe Ocean View Stateroom from £1,409
per guest fly-cruise | £149 Business Class Round-Trip

BALTIC MARVELS
Copenhagen  TO Stockholm  | 7-Day Voyage

MARINA; 14 AUGUST 2014
Copenhagen | Berlin (Warnemünde) | Helsinki 

St. Petersburg  | Tallinn | Stockholm

Deluxe Ocean View Stateroom from £1,609
per guest fly-cruise | £99 Business Class Round-Trip

Free Airfare * PLUS

FREE GRATUITIES* AND

BONUS SAVINGS UP TO £7,000  
 PER STATEROOM*

Overnight stay in port.  Two overnight stays in port. Dates and durations refer to Cruise Departure Date and duration.

*Offers expire 30th June 2014. All advertised fares, offers and any applicable upgrades shown are per person based on double occupancy unless otherwise indicated, are subject to availability at time of booking, may 
not be combinable with other offers, or loyalty programme benefits, are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn without prior notice or remain in effect after the expiration date. Any applicable shipboard credits 
are per stateroom based on double occupancy. All fares listed are in Pounds Sterling, per person, based on double occupancy and include Non-Commissionable Fares. Cruise-related government fees and taxes are 
included. Single rates and rates for 3rd and 4th guests are available upon request; call for details. Cruise Ship Fuel Surcharge may apply for new bookings and, if applicable, is additional revenue to Oceania Cruises. 
International Intro Fares and Special Fares are based on published International Full Brochure Fares. International Full Brochure Fares may not have resulted in actual sales in all cabin categories, may not have been in 
effect during the last 90 days and do not include Personal Charges and Optional Facilities and Services Fees as defined in the Terms and Conditions of the Guest Ticket Contract which may be viewed at OceaniaCruises.
com. International Full Brochure Fares are cruise only. “Free Airfare” promotion does not include ground transfers and applies to economy, round-trip flights only from London, or one way flights where cruise originates 
or ends in the UK. Regional connecting flights can be requested at additional cost from ABZ, BFS, BHX, EDI, GLA, LBA, MAN & NCL. Reduced Round-Trip Business Class supplements are quoted per person and are 
subject to availability. Additional Terms and Conditions may apply. Complete Terms and Conditions may be found at OceaniaCruises.com or in the Guest Ticket Contract. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands. PRO40539 UK

CALL 0845 505 1920 OR CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT | WWW.OCEANIACRUISES.COM
Award-Winning Mid-Size Ships | Destination Specialists | Finest Cuisine At Sea | Country Club Casual Ambiance | Extraordinary Value

LIMITED AVAILABILITY | OFFERS EXPIRE 30TH JUNE 2014

BUSINESS
CLASS AIR
UPGRADE
FROM ONLY

£99
p.p.
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From liverpool
Next year the Liverpool Cruise Terminal expands 
from its Pier Head location into the adjoining Cunard 
Building, where Cunard’s three Queens will appear 
together on 25 May next year to celebrate the cruise 
line’s 175th anniversary. Liverpool is one of the few 
ports where big ships can dock in the city next to iconic 
architecture and it’s only a five-minute taxi drive or 
20-minute walk from Lime Street station. 

Step off a cruise and you’re in the heart of Liverpool 
Waterfront, home to the famous Liver Building, The 
Beatles Story, Tate Liverpool – free and full of superb 
art – and Merseyside Maritime Museum. Take a ferry 
across the Mersey or walk a few minutes into town for 
shopping at Liverpool ONE, visit the two cathedrals 
or tour Everton’s Goodison Park and Liverpool FC’s 
Anfield (visitliverpool.com).

Thomson Cruises and Fred. Olsen depart from 
Liverpool; Princess Cruises and MSC Cruises now also 
call here. Cunard’s Queen Mary 2 and Queen Elizabeth 
make ‘split voyages’, where passengers can join for just 
part of a cruise. Cruises can leave from Southampton 
and passengers board at Liverpool and sail to Halifax in 
Nova Scotia, then Boston and New York. 

The 12-day 175th Anniversary Crossing on QM2, 
calling at Liverpool on 4 July, starts from £2,429pp, based 
on two people sharing (cunard.co.uk/0843 374 2224).

Clockwise from top left: New York apartment; the waters 
of Greenland; Curonian Spit National Park, Lithuania P
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The Port of Tyne is fast earning a reputation as one of 
the best UK cruise destinations – it caters for big ships, 
and is easy to reach from the A1. Newcastle Central 
station is nine miles away, with a free shuttle bus to the 
port, and Newcastle airport is a 30-minute taxi ride 
away. The city also has a lively reputation and is close 
to stunning countryside and attractions. 

Newcastle and Gateshead are twinned on opposite 
sides of the River Tyne, and it is the river you should 
head for to get a flavour of the city. Visit the BALTIC 
Centre for Contemporary Art and the Sage Gateshead 
international music centre, then stroll over the famous 
Tyne Bridge to Newcastle to drink in the sights at a 
riverside café. If you want to go further, Hadrian’s Wall, 
Durham Cathedral, Alnwick Castle and Holy Island are 
nearby (visitnewcastle.com or newcastlegateshead.com).

A growing number of cruise lines call at Newcastle, 
on their way to Norway, the Arctic or the Baltic. Fred. 
Olsen has several trips that depart from here, such 
as its 27-night Exploring the Arctic cruise in August 
2015. Boudicca harbour-hops all the way up Norway’s 
coast to Svalbard, over to Iceland for whale watching 
and puffin spotting, an overnight in Reykjavik and to 
Greenland before sailing back to Newcastle. 

Thomson Cruises also has a 13-night Baltic 
Highlights round-trip on Thomson Spirit, which 
departs from Newcastle on 3 August 2014, costs from 
£1,505pp, based on two sharing.

From newcastle

CRUISES FROM THE UK

Boudicca harbour-hops up Norway’s 
coast to Svalbard, then over to 
Iceland for whale watching and  
puffin spotting, and on to Greenland



Sail from Rosyth in Fife to visit Norway’s fjords and coastal towns  
or get to some of the country’s off-the-beaten-track villages



XXX

From edinburgh
Smaller ships dock at historic Leith, a 30-minute walk 
or 10-minute bus ride from Edinburgh, and moor next 
to the Ocean Terminal Shopping Centre. Larger ships 
anchor at South Queensferry, in the River Forth, and 
tenders take passengers ashore. Trains to Edinburgh’s 
Waverley Station take 20 minutes, or there is a regular 
bus service. The newest cruise terminal is Rosyth, in 
Fife, only eight miles from Edinburgh. 

At Leith you are close to the Royal Yacht Britannia, 
which is open daily for tours. The polished dark wood 
and brass ship is on the Royal Edinburgh Ticket, 
which also gets you into Edinburgh Castle, The Palace 
of Holyroodhouse and gives unlimited travel on City 
Tour buses. Walk down the Royal Mile for whisky and 
cashmere shops galore, or Princes Street for the city’s 
historic department store Jenners (visitscotland.com).

Fred. Olsen’s Boudicca and Black Watch leave from 
Rosyth on its Land of the Vikings cruise. There is a day 
in Oslo, where you can visit the Viking Ship Museum, 
and Haugesund, home of the Viking kings. Larger 
ships, such as Princess Cruises’ Ruby Princess and MSC 
Cruises’ MSC Magnifica call at South Queensferry and 
Saga Cruises’ Saga Sapphire stops at Leith, but the 
cruise that will have the town buzzing is P&O Cruises’ 
Britannia’s during its maiden tour of the British Isles. 

P&O Cruises’ 12-night British Isles round-trip, on 
Britannia departs from Southampton on 6 July 2015, 
calls at Edinburgh and costs from £1,249pp, based on 
two sharing (pocruises.com/0843 374 0111).

Invergordon’s position in the Northern Highlands 
makes it a fascinating stop. It is a few minutes’ walk 
from the cruise terminal and the nearest port to the 
Highlands capital Inverness (trains take 50 minutes). 
Invergordon is small, but there’s plenty to do. You can 
go fly fishing, play golf, go for a woodland walk or 
visit the Naval and Heritage Museum. Check with the 
tourist board about trips to Loch Ness, 30 miles away, 
and to the Culloden Battlefield site, where the last battle 
on British soil took place (visitinvergordon.com).

Princess Cruises ships call here, as does Oceania 
Cruises’ Marina and Saga Cruises’ Saga Sapphire. MSC 
Cruises’ MSC Magnifica stops here too from Hamburg 
around Britain to Amsterdam and Germany. 

These cruises call at South Queensferry for a day 
in Edinburgh and Greenock for Glasgow as well as 
Scotland’s splendid western coast, before calling at 
Belfast, Dublin and Cork on its way back to Europe.

An 11-night Northern Europe cruise on MSC Magnifica 
calling at Invergordon costs from £1,039pp, based on 
two sharing (msccruises.co.uk/0844 561 1955).

From 
invergordon

Clockwise, from facing page: Spectacular scenery  
in Norway; the thriving art hub of Hamburg; tulips
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From belfast
Northern Ireland’s premier port has been transformed 
by the new cruise terminal and visitor attractions such 
as Titanic Belfast, which is within walking distance of 
the ships. The port is just a five-minute taxi drive from 
the city centre and close to the M2. Out of town, a new 
Visitor Centre at the Giant’s Causeway explains the 
astonishing rock formations, or you can visit the walled 
city of Derry, (see feature page 48, visit-belfast.com).

Fred. Olsen has cruises to Norway, Spain, France, 
Morocco and the Canaries. Belfast is also on the map 
for Princess Cruises, MSC, Thomson and Saga Cruises. 
Princess Cruises’ Royal Princess calls here when it 
returns to Britain next year as does Ruby Princess. 

An eight-night Celtic Charms cruise on Saga Sapphire 
goes to Anglesey in Wales, Dublin and Ringaskiddy 
near Cork. Departs 19 July 2015, from £1,141pp, two 
sharing (travel.saga.co.uk/0800 051 3355).

Oceania Cruises’ Vikings, Castles and Kings itinerary visits  
Viking strongholds in the Shetland and Faroe islands

From dublin
Many cruises call at Dublin. Getting into town via 
shuttle bus or taxi takes 20 minutes. If you prefer to 
walk along the banks of the River Liffey, this will take 
you to the city in about 40 minutes. Most cruise line 
shuttle buses drop passengers near Trinity College 
and it is worth visiting here early if you want to tour 
the college and see the Book of Kells, the illustrated 
manuscripts produced by monks on Iona more than 
1,000 years ago. The National Museum of Ireland – 
Archaeology is free with impressive Vikings displays, 
Irish treasure and the astonishing ‘bog bodies’. And don’t 
miss Temple Bar, a lively place to shop, visit pubs and 
catch live music (visitdublin.com).

Cunard’s Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria 
stop in Dublin twice a year, as do Saga Cruises’ ships 
and several Princess ships – mainly on round-Britain 
and Ireland cruises. Oceania Cruises, also has a few 
itineraries that call here, including its Viking-themed 
cruises. In 2015, Vikings, Castles and Kings is a round-
trip from Southampton that visits Viking strongholds 
in the Shetland and Faroe islands before heading to 
Iceland, Greenland and down to Ireland.

Oceania Cruises’ 20-day Vikings, Castles and Kings 
cruise on Nautica departs 17 June 2015, from £4,159pp, 
two sharing (oceaniacruises.com/0845 505 1920). 

Downwards, from left: Moroccan architecture; Viking 
wood carvings on a door in Kirkjubøur, Faroe Islands
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The Northern Irish capital and glorious Antrim coast is a revelation, and offers
outstanding attractions for a memorable pre- or post-cruise stay, says Liz Jarvis  

THE MURALS 
Along the Falls Road and Shankill 
Road is where you’ll see the murals 
depicting Belfast’s troubled past, 
history and culture, designed to 
provoke emotion and well worth 
visiting (belfast-murals.co.uk). 

CRUISE LINES 
THAT GO THERE 
INCLUDE…

Fred. Olsen, Princess 
Cruises, Cunard, Holland 
America, Celebrity, MSC, 
Thomson and Saga.

CITY GUIDE

TITANIC BELFAST
Titanic Belfast (titanicbelfast.
com) is quite simply one of the 
most well thought-out museums 
in the UK. It takes you on a 
deeply moving journey from 
the ill-fated liner’s conception, 
through the building process  
(a particularly clever dark ride), 
and gives you the opportunity 
to imagine life on board with the 
help of stunning 3D computer 
wizardry and recreations of 
cabins for all classes. Finally, you 
experience the devastating final 
hours, and join the search for 
the wreckage. Unmissable. 

MUST-SEES 
Queen’s University; the City 
Hall (right); Albert Memorial 
clock, Belfast’s own leaning 
tower of Pisa; the extraordinary 
Parliament Buildings.

http://titanicbelfast.com
http://titanicbelfast.com
http://cruise-international.com
http://belfast-murals.co.uk
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Go online: For more information on 

visiting Belfast and the Antrim coast 

go to ireland.com

THE GIANT’S CAUSEWAY
The intriguing rocks, created by 
lava flows over 60 million years 
ago, are definitely worth seeing. 
Bring your walking shoes as it can 
get quite slippy (and look out for 
the Giant’s Boot on the beach). 
There’s also an excellent café with 
panoramic views of the coast.

WHERE TO STAY 
A favourite with celebrities, The 
Fitzwilliam is a glamorous boutique 
hotel, ideally located close to the 
Cathedral Quarter, with an excellent 
bar and restaurant (which does 
a delicious Ulster Fry breakfast). 
Décor in the bedrooms is lime 
and black with retro accents and 
the beds are exceptionally soft; 
bathrooms are suitably luxurious 
and for the ultimate indulgence, 
book a suite with panoramic views of 
the city (rooms from £120 per night 
B&B, fitzwilliamhotelbelfast.com).

SHOPPING 
Avoca (avoca.ie) is an Aladdin’s 
cave of boutiques, gift shops 
and homeware, and stocks Irish 
handwoven throws and scarves.  
It also has a great food hall 
and café. Victoria Square 
(victoriasquare.com), the oldest 
shopping centre in Belfast is still 
one of the most popular and it’s 
here you’ll find lots of well-known 
brands and restaurants. 

THE ANTRIM COAST
Unspoiled, sweeping vistas, varied scenery 
and magnificent views make the Antrim 
coastline one of the most beautiful in the 
world, and it’s widely regarded as an iconic 
drive. Stop off at the Barbican Gate (right) 
at Glenarm Castle, for stunning river views. 
Other must-sees include Ballintoy Harbour, 
aka Pyke in Game of Thrones; and the 
impossibly romantic Dunluce castle, which 
dates back to 1500 and has a breathtaking 
location on the edge of a headland that 
plunges straight into the sea.

Hadskis (hadskis.co.uk) is one of 
the city’s hottest restaurants, with a 
great selection of reasonably-priced 
European dishes. Also try The Albany 
(thealbanybelfast.com). The Cathedral 
Quarter is where you’ll find a great 
choice of pubs and bars, plus live 
music venues. And for something 
a bit different, St George’s Market, 
one of Belfast’s oldest attractions, 
is a Victorian covered market and a 
wonderful place to peruse the stalls 
and stock up on cakes, fish and other 
fresh Irish produce. 

EATING AND DRINKING

http://ireland.com
http://fitzwilliamhotelbelfast.com
http://victoriasquare.com
http://hadskis.co.uk
http://thealbanybelfast.com
http://cruise-international.com


   Bay of
Bengal

Yangon
Burma

Singapore

MALAYSIA

Malacca

Port Kelang

Phuket

Kuala Lumpur

Penang

Thailand

Malacca Strait

Burma (Myanmar) is a place of incredible landscapes, some truly breathtaking 
man-made edifices, like the temples at Bagan or the shimmering golden Shwedagon,
and a warm and friendly people. Join Aegean Odyssey on this remarkable voyage 
and enjoy small-ship cruising at its best. Your arrival is fittingly spectacular as we 

sail up the Yangon River to berth in the port of Yangon 
(Rangoon) in Burma.

Your voyage starts in Singapore, where you spend 
two nights. Few cities in Southeast Asia can boast its 
fascinating cultural mix; not only has Singapore's 
history of migration left a rich cultural and architectural

legacy, it has created one of the world's great gastronomic capitals. 
This cruise also calls at Phuket in Thailand and the beautiful Phi 
Phi Islands, the historical port of Malacca, and Penang.  

Fly to SINGAPORE (2-night hotel stay)
Cruise to PORT KELANG (Kuala Lumpur)
Malaysia ~ PHUKET Thailand ~ YANGON
Burma (2-nights on board) ~ PENANG Malaysia
MALACCA ~ SINGAPORE

To find out more, 
call 0845 437 9737 or visit:
www.voyagestoantiquity.com 

Book by 30 June 2014
SAVE UP TO £1,500†PER CABIN

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT 25%*

EXCEPTIONAL  VALUE –
CRUISE-TOUR FARES INCLUDE:
Return scheduled economy class flights 
with overseas transfers/baggage handling 

Domestic connections from selected 
UK airports 

2-night hotel stay in Singapore

2 nights on board in Yangon

Sightseeing excursions ashore at all 
ports of call – escorted  by expert guides, 
and with your own audio headset

Open-seating dining with choice 
of 2 restaurants on board

Complimentary wine with dinner on
board (beer or soft drinks if preferred)

Gratuities for on-board cabin and 
restaurant staff

Brochure SaverSAMPLE FARES Fare pp Fare pp
CAT M Standard Inside £3,695 £3,350
CAT J Standard Outside £4,395 £3,950
CAT D Deluxe Balcony £5,950 £5,350

CRUISES TO

AFRICA, INDIA &

SOUTHEAST
ASIA

WINTER 2014-2015

BOOK EARLY

DISCOVER THE HISTORY, 
CULTURES AND NATURAL WONDERS

OF THE ANCIENT WORLD

SAVE FROM

£600
TO£5,000

PER CABIN

LOW
 SINGLE FARES

SINGAPORE TO SINGAPORE
16-DAY  CRUISE-TOUR DEPARTING 
27 FEBRUARY 2015

Vibrant Singapore, the ancient beauty of Burma 
and historical Malaysia

†Based on double occupancy (varies by cabin category) 
*Applied to brochure fare in categories with dedicated single cabins

“This is Burma, and it will be quite unlike any land you know about” RUDYARD KIPLING

Burma & the
Treasures of Malaysia

ABTA No.Y2206

Experience small-ship cruising at its best
Reserve your cabin now on 0845 437 9737

On board, you will be accompanied by a team of expert guest speakers
including Richard Thomas, who has an MA in Development Studies 
and a PhD in Political Science from Trinity College, Dublin. He has 
undertaken consultancy projects in a range of countries in Southeast 
Asia and topics for his lectures on board may include Burma's colonial past 
and Singapore's development from swamp to super city.

10093

http://www.voyagestoantiquity.com
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upgrade
YOUR CRUISE

We all love getting a great deal, an upgrade or a little VIP treatment. Here are some 
invaluable insider tips for making your holiday even more special

TOP TIP
Early booking not only 

gives you a better 
choice of stateroom,  
it may also give you 

free onboard spend and 
the potential for  
a cabin upgrade. 

“MSC Cruises is keen to reward 
clients who book early,” says Giles Hawke, 
Executive Director, MSC. “For 2015 sailings 
we have rejigged our pricing structure into 
four distinct sales periods. Bookings made 
before the end of June this year attract the 
very best deals – an ‘experience’ upgrade 
and up to £200 off the published brochure 
price. We’re also offering some excellent 
deals on MSC Yacht Club for early bookers. 
An upgrade from a balcony cabin with 
Fantastica to an MSC Yacht Club Suite, 
which includes exclusive areas, butler 
service, private restaurant and all-inclusive 
dining and drinks, is available from £650.”

In the rapidly growing river cruise 
market, planning ahead is essential. 
Viking River Cruises Managing Director 
Wendy Atkin-Smith advises, “As a matter 
of course, our guests book early. River 
cruising is an early-booking market and so 
we encourage our guests to plan ahead – 
offering incentives to do so.”

“If you book early, you can name your 
cabin, pre-book dining and you’ll be offered 
extra incentives, such as free onboard 
spending money,” says Simone Clark from 
iglu.com. “And with some cruise lines, 
you can state you’ll accept an automatic 
upgrade if available.”

 Some companies also offer online 
booking discounts so you can take 
advantage of add-ons, knowing that you’ll 
pay less overall. 

BOOK EARLY   
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http://iglu.com
http://cruise-international.com
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“Luxury cruise lines have smaller capacity, so they don’t have to offer last minute price slashing,” says Scott Anderson, General 
Manager of The Luxury Cruise Company. “They also tend to offer their best prices up front for early bookers, and as the cruise fills 
up, the prices increase. But by booking early you are more likely to be upgraded to a better stateroom if the cruise isn’t selling well, 
so the cruise line can release the lower rates at a more attractive rate to fill the ship.”

Another great add-on 
is flight upgrades. Oceania 
Cruises, for example, which 
includes free flights on all its 
cruises, is offering Business 
Class upgrades from just £99 
on 24 of its summer 2014 
sailings (subject to availability). 
“The Business Class upgrade 
offer is proving to be an 
enormously popular promotion 

with many guests taking the 
flight upgrade option for these 
sailings,” says Bernard Carter, 
Managing Director, UK & 
Europe, Oceania Cruises.

Looking ahead to summer 
2015, there are also some 
great deals around. “For our 
summer 2015 Mediterranean 
cruises, guests booking cabin 

categories A-D will receive a free 
upgrade to Club Europe flights 
(British Airways), subject to 
availability,” says Olly Symonds 
from Voyages to Antiquity.  

Plenty of offers can be 
found online. Jo Rzymowska, 
Managing Director, Celebrity 
Cruises UK & Ireland says, “We 
have news of our latest offers, 

promotions and stateroom 
upgrades on our website 
(celebritycruises.com).”

Princess Cruises offers a 
reduced deposit of £99 until 30 
June with complimentary drinks 
package on its Southampton 
cruises (worth £49 per day, 
includes 40 per cent discount 
on wine under $100*.

TURN LEFT INSTEAD OF RIGHT…

LUXURY FOR LESS

http://celebritycruises.com
http://cruise-international.com
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IF YOU’RE CONSIDERING BOOKING A BALCONY ROOM OR SUITE, 
YOU’LL OFTEN FIND SPECIAL DEALS AND OFFERS TO MAKE 
THE CRUISE PRICE EVEN MORE ENTICING.

Whether you’re looking for a great deal or added value, make 
sure you sign up for e-mail updates and newsletters (including 
ones from Cruise International, of course) and check out the 
cruise lines’ websites regularly.  “The cruise lines’ own loyalty 
clubs offer savings, especially if you rebook on board or put a 
deposit down,” says Simone Clark. See you by the pool. 

“Some agents offer added-value complimentary add-ons,”  
says Scott Anderson. “For example The Luxury Cruise Company 
always includes a complimentary VIP airport lounge on our fly-
cruises, as well as other complimentary surprises for all our clients.”

Oceania Cruises works with cruise specialist travel agents 
and promotes Added Value offers such as free airfare, gratuities, 
Internet and free shipboard credit. These are also sent as a mail 
shot to clients of Oceania Cruises, and these offers can add up to 
an impressive sum of money saved.  

Both regional and London-based cruise shows offer direct 
purchase opportunities with ocean and river cruise lines, and 
there will often be incentives offered for booking there and then, 
including upgrades to balcony cabins or discounts. There will be 
promotions and savings on cruise related products as well. Watch 
out for The Telegraph Cruise Show, taking place in Liverpool in 
October and in London in January.

If you book a balcony cabin on the 2016 
Maiden Grand Voyage with Fred. Olsen 
Cruises, a balcony to suite upgrade, 
pre-cruise hotel stay, car parking and 
even up to £1,000 onboard spend are 
all included in the price of your holiday.

Several cruise lines include everything 
in the price, especially at the top end 
of the market: airfare, tips, all food and 
drink and even excursions, plus added 
incentives as well. If you book a river 
cruise with Uniworld, for example, you’ll 
be able to experience the Titan VIP Home 
Departure Service. This involves door to 
door transfers to and from the airport, 
and alcohol and tours are included in the 
price of your cruise.

Norwegian Cruise Line offers guests 
who book a balcony stateroom or 
higher on Norwegian Getaway or 
Norwegian Breakaway a complimentary 
Ultimate Dining Package – selected 
speciality dining every night. 

A ROOM WITH A VIEW

SIGN UP FOR ANYTHING YOU CAN…

TALK TO YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

GO TO THE CRUISE SHOWS

ALL INCLUSIVE… 
AND THEN SOME
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Norwegian Cruise Line prides itself on its freestyle cruising 
concept. Becky Wiggins put it to the test on a cruise from 
New York to Nassau with her teenage son

Bahama
MAMA

This picture:  
Norwegian Breakaway 
at Great Stirrup Cay  
in the Bahamas
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of fizz in hand (me), nose pressed 
against the glass (him), watching 
in awe as we sail past the Statue of 
Liberty and out into the sparkling 
waters of the Atlantic.

We’re discovering that Norwegians 
do things a little differently, from 
the splashy mural of New York that 
decorates the hull of Breakaway, to 
the modern luxe design of the interior. 
There’s no stuffiness and staff are fun, 
friendly and welcoming. It’s all part 
of Norwegian’s ‘freestyle cruising’ 
philosophy, which is reflected in the 
lack of formal evenings on board and 
set dining times.

Launched last year, Norwegian 
Breakaway offers multiple restaurants, 
a casino, art gallery, jazz club, theatre, 
the very popular ice bar, comedy club, 
cafés, shops, an atrium with a huge 
indoor screen and more bars than you 
can shake a cocktail stick at, all spread 
out over 16 decks.

Our stateroom is bright and sleek 
with lots of shiny wood, texture and 
flashes of colour. There is good use 
of space, loads of storage, a clean, 
modern bathroom with a step-in 
shower, comfy twin beds and bright 
pool towels ready to go. The balcony 
is small but accommodates two chairs 
and a table.

If you want to upgrade, the Haven 
is a private area on deck 16 with 
suites, an exclusive restaurant and a 
thermal courtyard with loungers and 
a small pool all specifically for Haven 
guests. Spa suites on deck 14 also 
have access to the Haven, and to the 
concierge and 24 hour butler exclusive 
to these rooms, as well as the relaxing 
private sun deck.

Maybe it’s a reflection of the fact 
that my travelling companion is 15, 
but this cruise is much more active and 
adrenalin-fuelled than any I’ve been on 
before. I whizz down water slides, 

With less than an hour to 
go before Norwegian 
Breakaway sets sail on our 

seven-day cruise to the Bahamas, we 
are stop-go racing across the streets 
of New York in a taxi. My fingernails 
are pressed into my palms and a stress 
headache is drilling into my brain, 
fighting the murderous thoughts about 
my offspring already loitering there.

Rewind an hour and we’re checking 
in at the Manhattan Terminal when 
Charlie, 16, discovers he has left his 
backpack at the hotel. The Norwegian 
Cruise Line crew are unflustered and 
leap into action, arranging a cab and 
phoning ahead to warn the hotel 
to expect us. Nothing is too much 
trouble. Bag retrieved, we rush back 
to the port to rousing cheers from the 
staff. I love this cruise line already and 
we’ve yet to set foot on a ship.

Happily, check-in is fast and 
efficient and we’re soon on deck, glass 



Clockwise, from left: Swim in the 
crystal clear blue waters of the 
Bahamas; a stateroom with balcony  
on board Norwegian Breakaway; the 
courtyard at the Haven private area 
located on deck 16; the water slides 
are fun, fast and surprisingly high... 

BAHAMAS CRUISE



57CRUISE-INTERNATIONAL.COM JUNE/JULY 2014  |  

IL
LU

S
T

R
A

T
IO

N
: K

A
V

E
L

 R
A

FF
E

R
T

Y
 P

H
O

T
O

S
: ©

 N
O

R
W

E
G

IA
N

 C
R

U
IS

E
 L

IN
E

/T
H

E
 IS

L
A

N
D

S
 O

F 
T

H
E

 B
A

H
A

M
A

S
/B

E
C

K
Y

 W
IG

G
IN

S

Above, left to right:
Enjoy sumptuous 
Caribbean cocktails 
in the sunshine; 
Bahamas beach 
huts are the perfect 
setting to unwind

dance to the DJ by the pool (this is 
unlike me – I even do the Macarena, for 
heaven’s sake) and cry tears of laughter 
in the Headliners comedy club.

A passing gaggle of teenage girls 
declare Charlie ‘cute’ and he is 
whisked off to Entourage (the club for 
13-17 year olds). After this, I spend 
increasing amounts of time on my own 
as he mingles with his new friends, 
but still I don’t feel alone. Everyone 
is just so friendly. I have the time to 
enjoy a very educational New World 
vs Old World wine tasting session and, 
chatting to other parents, I gather that 
the clubs for younger children are just 
as good. Splash Academy is split into 
age-related groups: Turtles: 3-5 years, 
Seals: 6-9 years and Dolphins: 10-12 
years. Activities are fun and wide-
ranging, from arts and crafts to circus 
school, with sessions available from 
9am through to 10.30pm. There’s also 
a ‘Guppies Playroom’ for supervised 
play with babies. Norwegian feature 
Nick Jr and Nickelodeon on board 
and character meet-and-greets and 
events are very popular. It’s not 
unusual (and oddly thrilling) to bump 
into SpongeBob SquarePants and his 
friends around the ship.

I take advantage of my child-free 
time by visiting the huge Mandara 
Spa. The hydrotherapy courtyard has 
a sauna, steam room, therapeutic salt 
room, jacuzzis and a therapy pool. 
A week’s pass costs $199. There are 
incredible views from the front of the 
ship and clever relaxing heated beds, 
perfect for reading a magazine and 
sipping a lemon tea. The spa itself is 
sparkly and modern, with a hair salon, 
state of the art Pulse Fitness Center, 
gorgeous treatment rooms and friendly 
therapists offering a full range of 
Elemis treatments.

On deck, there are two main pool 
areas, one inhabited by SpongeBob 
SquarePants and Patrick Star, with 
water fountains, a small slide and 

a larger children’s pool. There’s an 
adults-only pool surrounded by several 
jacuzzis. On sunny days, especially on 
sea days (we had an extra day at sea 
as sadly the weather was too bad to 
dock at Norwegian’s private island 
in the Bahamas, Great Stirrup Cay) 
the outside decks are very busy and 
the DJ booms out the tunes by the 
pool (hence the shameful Macarena 
incident); but if you prefer a quieter 

area, there are plenty of places to 
go, including a secluded sun deck 
located up a stairway on the forward 
part of the ship.

The water slides are very high 
and fast and I’m persuaded to climb 
up to the one where you stand in a 
small capsule and the crew member 
(who seems to enjoy his job way 
too much) shouts “are you ready 
to play?” before pressing a button 
which makes the floor suddenly 
disappear and sends you rocketing 
down the tube, loop-the-looping 
over the sunbathers on deck, before 
depositing you – wet and bewildered 
– in a chute at the bottom. I still 
wasn’t sure if I was ready to play 
and it was all over. Once was enough 
for me, but on a port day, queues are 
small. Our stop at Port Canaveral 
was rainy and after a quick look at 
Cocoa Beach and the famous Ron 
Jon’s Surf Shop we headed back to the 

ship and the teenagers practically had 
the slides to themselves. Even after the 
out of character tube whooshing, I 
still couldn’t be tempted up on to the 
high ropes course at the very top of 
the ship, but Charlie loved it, walking 
the ‘plank’ which juts out eight feet 
over the side of the ship (it looks 
terrifying, but is really very safe as 
they’re attached by harnesses). I leave 
him to it and go in search of ice cream. 

That’s the beauty of cruising like a 
Norwegian right there: eating too 
much ice cream, mum dancing... it’s all 
permitted. Encouraged, even.

There are 29 different dining 
options on board Norwegian 
Breakaway, with everything from 
‘serve yourself’ soft ice cream to sushi 
at Wasabi Sushi (à la carte – priced 
per menu item) and pizza delivered 24 
hours a day to anywhere on the ship 
for $5. This basically means you can 
eat around the clock – a concept very 
appealing to a teenager. Room service 
is slightly hit and miss, and we found 
it best to pop to one of the many cafés 
if we wanted a snack.

Eating too much ice cream, mum dancing...
it’s all permitted. Encouraged, even

http://cruise-international.com
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BAHAMAS CRUISE

Complimentary dining experiences 
include the Garden Café Buffet, 
serving breakfast, lunch and dinner 
with a wide range of dining options 
including pizzas, burgers, pastas, 
roasts, dessert, cookies, cakes... you 
name it. It can get very busy, especially 
at breakfast, but it’s a fast and easy 
way to dine, popular with families. 
O’Sheehan’s is an Irish pub and 
restaurant open 24 hours, and both 
Taste and Savor offer table service 
dining. They serve similar menus 
in a stylish atmosphere and again 

with Norwegian’s ‘freestyle dining’ 
ethos, there’s no need to book and 
no queuing, with plenty of tables 
available whatever time you visit.

The Manhattan Room is a larger 
restaurant space, with beautiful 
décor, often with entertainment, 
and I persuade Charlie to leave the 
Entourage club for long enough to join 
me for dinner one evening. It’s slightly 
more formal: male guests are required 
to wear long trousers, closed toed 
shoes, a shirt with a collar, and shorts 
aren’t allowed. The menu is varied and 
creative, with great steaks and a good 
selection of wines by the glass. The 
delicate macchiato cheesecake won a 
place in my all-time top ten desserts. 
And that is certainly not an easy list to 
crack, let me assure you.

If you’re happy to pay a little extra, 
there is a huge amount of choice of 
speciality restaurants. Norwegian 
have teamed up with New York Chef 
and Iron Chef America star Geoffrey 
Zakarian to launch Ocean Blue ($49 
cover charge), and there is the fabulous 
Teppanyaki ($25 cover charge), where 
skilful Japanese Teppanyaki chefs 
turn dinner into a show. Moderno 
Churascaria ($20 cover charge) 
is Charlie’s favourite, a Brazilian 
steakhouse with ‘gauchos’ who bring 
course after course of delicious meats 
to the table on skewers: a tender filet 
mignon, delicious rosemary scented 
barbecued lamb… carving it in front 
of you, until you either explode or 
turn your Moderno place card to red, 
meaning ‘no more’.

GETTING THERE
Virgin Holidays Cruises offers 
an eight-night New York Stay & 
Bahamas cruise with one night 
at the 4-star Westin New York 
and seven nights on Norwegian 
Breakaway from £999pp, calling 
at Port Canaveral (Florida), 
Great Stirrup Cay (Bahamas), 
and Nassau (Bahamas). Price 
includes Virgin Atlantic flights 
direct to New York from London 
Heathrow and $100 per cabin 
onboard spend. Offer is subject 
to availability and includes all 
taxes and fuel surcharges which 
are subject to change. To book, 
go to virginholidayscruises.
co.uk, call 0844 488 3084 or visit 
one of their 130 stores located 
in Debenhams and House of 
Fraser nationwide.

Several of the bars and restaurants, 
including the very popular French Le 
Bistro ($20 cover charge) and Italian 
La Cucina ($15 cover charge) have 
outside space in The Waterfront, a 
wonderful place to sip a cocktail and 
watch the sunset, and prime viewing 
for the firework display.

Entertainment features heavily on 
a Norwegian cruise and the shows 
on board are top notch, including 
Rock of Ages, and Burn the Floor. 
The highlight for us, though, was 
the Cirque Dreams dinner show 
which featured ridiculously talented 
performers doing things that the 
human body just shouldn’t be able to 
do, all in Breakaway’s Spiegel Tent.

The sun finally appears to welcome 
us to Nassau, with its stunning 
beaches. We head to Athol Island on 
a small boat to snorkel over a reef 
in warm turquoise water, squeaking 
through our snorkels as huge, brightly 
coloured fish swim inches from our 
masks. A word of warning here, 
though: snorkelling requires industrial 
strength sunblock. The full horror 
of my patchy sunburn only became 
apparent when we were back in our 
stateroom and was the source of much 
teenage hilarity. The shame.

Shortly after this, we headed back 
to New York, ready to catch our 
supremely comfortable Virgin Atlantic 
flights back to the UK, relaxed, 
invigorated, and with some amazing 
experiences fresh in our minds. If 
this is how freestyle cruising works, I 
think we should all start cruising like 
Norwegians. They obviously know a 
thing or two about it. 

With Norwegian’s freestyle dining ethos, there’s no 
need to book and no queuing, with plenty of tables

Clockwise,  
from top left:
Becky’s teenage 
son, Charlie; 
Breakaway’s 
Thermal Suite;  
the Wasabi  
Sushi bar 

http://virginholidayscruises.co.uk
http://virginholidayscruises.co.uk
http://cruise-international.com
http://ENGLISHMUM.COM


AWARDS

2013

 WINNER

MSC CRUISES 
VERTIGO ON MSC PREZIOSA

BEST INNOVATION

http://www.msccruises.co.uk


http://www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate


PROMOTION

With new home ports in Dubrovnik, Croatia and Montego 
Bay, Jamaica Thomson Cruises is offering an amazing choice 
of holidays flying from your local airport to Europe and the 
Caribbean for the 2014/15 season, including Cruise & Stay 
options... and service and tips are included. Here’s a selection of 
just some of their incredible itineraries, designed for you.

of adventure
A WORLD 



If you’re looking for a cruise holiday 
that offers great value for money and 
itineraries that take you to some of the 

world’s most extraordinary destinations, then 
Thomson Cruises is for you.

Thomson Cruises is the third largest cruise 
line in the UK and has four ships which offer 
superb entertainment and excellent cuisine. 
Thomson’s modern ships will take you to 
the heart of the action – from the stunning 
Dalmatian coast to the glamour of Jamaica, 
Belize and Mexico.

Pearl of the Adriatic
Thomson Cruises’ new home port of 
Dubrovnik in Croatia is one of the most 
intriguing destinations on the Dalmatian 

coast, with a wealth of cultural treasures to 
explore including the Unesco-listed city walls. 

Thomson Celebration is one of the smaller 
ships in the Thomson Cruises fleet. It features 
19 balcony cabins and it is acclaimed for 
its sophisticated à la carte restaurant and 
contemporary spa.

New itineraries 
From May 2015, Thomson Celebration 
will be sailing the fabulous and enchanting 
Croatian coastline and to other 
Mediterranean and Adriatic destinations on 
its four new adult-only itineraries.

New ports of call include Šibenik, Korcula, 
Rovinj, Split and Hvar in Croatia; Trieste, 
Bari and Brindisi in Italy; Corinth (for 
Athens) and Itea (for Delphi), Greece. A total 

THOMSON CRUISES’
NEW HOME PORT
ALLOWS GUESTS TO
DISCOVER STUNNING
PORTS OF CALL ON 
ADULT-ONLY CRUISES

Dubrovnik 
and beyond
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of 28 new ports of call have been added to 
the summer season sailings which promise to 
offer visitors once-in-a-lifetime experiences. 

To complement the fantastic new 
destinations, Thomson Cruises has created 
a great programme of new shore excursions 
for guests to really discover each port of call. 
There will be a myriad of excursions on offer 
covering historical sites of interest, valleys, 
vineyards, canals and coastal towns. 

For example, guests stopping off at Trieste 
in northeast Italy will have the chance to 
visit the fairytale castle of Miramare, built 
for Archduke Maximilian of Habsburg 
between 1855 and 1860. Overlooking the 
Gulf of Trieste, the castle sits in a beautiful 
parkland and expert guides will recount 
the glamourous history of the house. The 

the opportunity to visit a little more of the 
beautiful walled city of Dubrovnik. Spend 
either three or seven nights after your cruise, 
or seven nights before you set sail in one of 
Thomson Cruises’ luxury hotels such as the 
Dubrovnik Palace, idyllically perched on the 
Lapad peninsula or the Thomson Couples 
Island Resort Kalamota on the island of 
Kolocep just off the coast of Dubrovnik on 
the Elaphite archipelago. 

Regional flights
A number of regional airports in the UK are 
increasing the capacity of flights to 
Dubrovnik for the 2014 season. Glasgow, 
Newcastle and Bristol will now operate 
flights to Dubrovnik in addition to 
Birmingham, Manchester and London 
Gatwick, making Thomson Cruises an 
especially appealing and accessible choice. 

excursion will end with a drive back through 
Trieste’s more modern quarters, which are 
juxtaposed with the better known  
18th-century piazzas, allowing you to 
experience all sides of the city. 

Other excursions include the beautiful 
Krka Waterfalls from Split, the ancient 
Greek mountain sanctuary of Delphi from 
Itea and the Unesco World Heritage Site of 
Alberobello from Brindisi. In addition, there 
will be a bike tour available for guests in 
every port of call. 

Cruise and stay
The seven-night sailings are the perfect way 
to experience cruising in the beautiful area 
and if you want to enhance your experience, 
the Cruise & Stay programme gives you 

Clockwise, from top left:
Dubrovnik, Croatia; Athens, Greece; Zadar, 
Croatia; Kalamota Island Resort, Kolocep, 
Croatia; Venice, Italy; a balcony cabin on board 
Thomson Celebration
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A Caribbean home
Longing for sunshine and crystal clear, 
warm sea? From December 2014, Thomson 
Cruises ship Thomson Dream will be 
calling Jamaica’s Montego Bay its home 
port, giving you the chance to discover the 
charms of the Caribbean. And as part of 
your cruise package, you can fly there on the 
revolutionary Thomson 787 Dreamliner.

Thomson Dream is a mid-size ship 
with excellent facilities, renowned for its 
elegant show lounge and West End-style 
entertainment for the whole family. It will be 
sailing five new itineraries in 2014/15, and 
if a cruise-and-stay holiday sounds like your 
thing, you can combine your cruise with a 
range of hotels from Thomson Couples to  
À la Carte properties – or stay at the 
luxurious Sensatori Jamaica hotel.

Island adventures
Exciting ports of call for the 2014/15 winter 
season include Havana in Cuba, where you 
can stay overnight on the Cuban Fusion 
itinerary which is famous for its fabulous 
architecture and cool vintage vibes; Playa 
del Carmen in Mexico, the gateway to the 
spectacular Mayan historical site Chichén 
Itzá and beautiful beaches; Roátan, 
Honduras, a top spot for divers and the 
Central American gems of Belize, with its 
incredible barrier reef; the Panama Canal, 
celebrating its centenary this year; and Costa 
Rica, known for spectacular bird life and 
verdant rainforests. 

Clockwise, from top left:
Ancient city of Chichén Itzá, Mexico;  
enjoy a hot stone massage in the Sensatori 
hotel’s spa; chill out on the hotel’s beach beds; 
discover the charming villages of Belize

DISCOVER THE CHARMS
OF CUBA AND CENTRAL
AMERICA FROM
THOMSON DREAM’S
NEW HOME PORT

Go online: To find out more about 

Thomson Cruises visit  thomson.co.uk/
cruises or call 0871 230 2800.

PROMOTION

Caribbean dreams

http://thomson.co.uk/cruises
http://thomson.co.uk/cruises
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Vote at cruise-international.com/awards

Discover the best kept secret in the Caribbean. 
An enticing blend of sun-drenched beaches 
and picturesque cities steeped in history, 

Puerto Rico’s culture, natural beauty and abundance 
of activities make it a winning Caribbean holiday 
destination every time. 

Your trip will start with return fl ights from the 
UK to Puerto Rico; once you arrive in Puerto Rico 
you will be whisked away to your fi rst resort, the 
InterContinental San Juan, located just minutes 
from the airport. Here you and your guest will be 
staying for four nights, the perfect amount of time to 
experience the very best of San Juan.

Set on two miles of white sandy beaches, 
the InterContinental San Juan is a tropical escape. 
Elegant landscaping, waterfalls overlooking the 
ocean and a lagoon-style pool provide a stunning 
backdrop. Indulge in one of fi ve restaurants, unwind 
in the seclusion of stunning oceanfront suites or 
relax at the hotel’s beachfront spa. 

Just a short wander from the hotel you will 
discover the city of San Juan, known as the culinary 
capital of the Caribbean. Its distinctive blue cobbled 
streets, Spanish-infl uenced open plazas and small 
boutiques are easily accessed on foot, making it 
the perfect place for an afternoon stroll. Submerge 

yourself in the relaxed Caribbean vibe and 
explore Puerto Rico’s cosmopolitan nightlife.  

You will spend the next four nights at the 
St Regis Bahia Beach Resort. Situated in Rio 
Grande, less than 30 minutes from San Juan, you 
will be staying in one of the top luxury hotels in 
Puerto Rico. Nestled between the lush El Yunque, 
the only rainforest in the US National Parks 
System, and the sparkling sea, experience elegant 
tropical luxury in a stunning setting. 

Tee off at the Robert Trent Jones, Jr. golf 
course, succumb to Remède Spa pampering, 
savour Jean-Georges’ acclaimed cuisine, lounge at 
the pool or bask on the pristine, sandy beach.

Take a trip to Fajardo and kayak along one of 
the world’s only bioluminescent bays for a truly 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. Take an art class, 
or go on a biking, hiking or nature walking tour. 

On your fi nal day you will drive back to San 
Juan before saying farewell to stunning Puerto 
Rico, known as the island of enchantment. We 
promise, you won’t want to leave.

Everyone who votes in the Cruise Awards 
2014 will have the chance to be entered into 
the prize draw to win this incredible holiday 
to Puerto Rico.* 

Wina holiday for two to Puerto Rico, 
the hidden gem of the Caribbean 

http://cruise-international.com/AWARDS
http://cruise-international.com
http://cruise-international.com/awards
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Vote at cruise-international.com/awards 

CategoriesThe

BEST NEW SHIP
BEST CRUISE LINE
BEST RIVER CRUISE LINE
BEST LUXURY RIVER CRUISE LINE
BEST LUXURY CRUISE LINE
BEST BOUTIQUE CRUISE LINE
BEST FOR FIRST-TIME CRUISERS
BEST DESTINATION
BEST HOLIDAY EXTRA
BEST FOR FOOD
BEST FOR ONBOARD ENTERTAINMENT
BEST FOR FAMILIES
BEST FOR ACTIVITIES
BEST FOR ADVENTURE
BEST FOR ENRICHMENT
BEST CRUISE AGENT
BEST VALUE FOR MONEY CRUISE LINE
BEST FOR WELLBEING
BEST CRUISE BLOGGER

AWARDS

2013
AWARDS

2014

 

In addition, there will be a special category, Outstanding Contribution 
to the Cruise Industry, voted for by our panel of judges.

http://cruise-international.com/awards
http://cruise-international.com
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If you’re looking for a luxurious river cruise 
exploring Europe’s most beautiful waterways, 
Uniworld offers a range of stunning itineraries 

taking you to iconic destinations in style. The  
award-winning all-inclusive cruise line boasts  
a signature six-star experience for those who  
enjoy the finer things in life. 

 SIX-STAR EXPERIENCE       

EXPERTS IN ALL FIELDS
For Uniworld, a key part of the six-star experience is 
guaranteeing expertise. From their partnership with 
Red Carnation Hotels – who transform the ships into 
luxury boutique hotels – to hospitality and culinary 
experts on board, they endeavour to be the best.

SPECIAL SERVICE
Your time on board is enhanced by those that 
surround you and Uniworld boasts the highest ratio 

of staff to guests of all the river cruise lines. Each 
member of staff builds strong relationships with guests 
to ensure the best experiences for everyone on board. 

ONE OF A KIND 
Each Uniworld ship is exquisitely furnished and 
regarded as a work of art – from lavishly appointed 
staterooms to indulgent amenities.

GOURMET OFFERINGS
Uniworld sources the finest and the freshest ingredients 
to bring you a delectable culinary experience on all 
of their ships. Catering to the most discerning of 
palates, the menus are designed to impress and are 
accompanied by expert sommeliers and rich selections 
of craft and local beers. 

YOUR CHOICE
Uniworld offers you the opportunity to personalise 
your travel experience with a number of different 
programmes; whether you want to get involved in a 

OF THE RIVERJewels
Uniworld, winner of Best Luxury River Cruise Line at the Cruise Awards 2013, offers elegant 
boutique-style ships sailing Europe’s best waterways – and there’s a new vessel coming in 2015

http://cruise-international.com
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For more information on Titan/Uniworld visit 

titantravel.co.uk/uniworld

walking tour at a destination or choose a tailor-made 
Do As the Locals Do trip, Uniworld has it covered. 

ALL-INCLUSIVE
Uniworld’s cruises are truly all-inclusive on their 
European river sailings (excluding Russia). Once on 
board, every whim is catered to, every need is taken 
care of and it’s all included in the price of your cruise. 

 VIP HOME DEPARTURE SERVICE

Every Uniworld cruise comes with the VIP Home 
Departure Service from Titan to get your holiday off 
to the best possible start. This complimentary door-
to-door chauffeur service also includes porterage and 
airport assistance and won the Best Cruise Product or 
Service at the Cruise Awards 2013. 

 NEW SHIP FOR 2015

The new ship S.S. Maria Theresa will join sister ships 
S.S. Antoinette and S.S. Catherine in the luxurious fl eet 
in 2015. Guests will be able to enjoy classic Uniworld 
touches such as the Bar du Leopard and Serenity River 
Spa. The Sun Deck will also feature chess, shuffl eboard 
and a heated swimming pool.

Staterooms and suites will offer a beautifully 
changing panorama of the remarkable European cruise 

Left to right, from top left: The magnifi cent Chain Bridge in Budapest; Uniworld brings you a delectable culinary 
experience with menus accompanied by expert sommeliers; a luxurious stateroom on board S.S. Catherine

S.S. MARIA THERESA OFFERS YOU THE CHANCE TO RELAX IN THE MOST LUXURIOUS OF
SURROUNDINGS WHILE TRAVELLING ALONG THREE OF THE GREAT EUROPEAN RIVERS

destinations; a room on the main or upper deck will 
guarantee you a French balcony. All rooms will boast 
hand-crafted Savoir of England beds as favoured by 
the luxury London hotel, The Savoy. Bathrooms are 
sumptuously decked out in marble, with products from 
L’Occitane en Provence, and have comforting touches 
like soft bathrobes, plush towels and slippers. 

Uniworld has two itineraries on board S.S Maria 
Theresa. A 15-day European Jewels cruise will travel 
along three of the great European rivers, the Rhine, 
Main and Danube from Budapest to Amsterdam. The 
stunning voyage will cross four countries and offers 
over 23 shore excursions packed with historical gems. 

The 10-day Windmills and Tulips cruise from 
Amsterdam to Antwerp boasts attractions such as the 
Van Gogh Museum and the vivid tulips at Keukenhof 
Gardens, and is a must for lovers of art, fi ne chocolate, 
hearty beer and charming Old World architecture.   

PROMOTION

http://titantravel.co.uk/uniworld
http://cruise-international.com
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entertainment!
Cruise holidays offer an extraordinary variety of shows 
and activities. Nick Dalton puts on his dancing shoes

that’s NOW 
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SSophisticated yet never shy of having a good time, Celebrity 
ships feature a nightly array of musical theatre, tribute 
shows and song and dance spectaculars in the Main 
Theatre. There are also extravagant circus shows and a 
live music programme that involves string ensembles, jazz 
bands, guitarists and a cappella performances. A link-up 
with Microsoft offers interactive Xbox gaming with themed 
events, including sports, for all ages. Real sports available 
include basketball and table tennis or you can improve your 
putting technique on the ships’ real greens.

An 11-night Holy Land cruise departing from Istanbul 
on 25 October 2014, taking in Israel, Egypt and Malta, 
starts at £1,856pp, including flights (celebritycruises.co.uk/ 
0844 493 2043).

CELEBR IT Y

http://celebritycruises.co.uk
http://cruise-international.com
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Carnival’s big news for 2014 is its Carnival Live 
concert series, with renowned rock and country 
stars playing on board while in port. Almost 50 
shows across the fleet include veteran rockers 
Foreigner and Chicago, country singer Martina 
McBride (who played at London’s O2 in March), 
Olivia Newton-John and Grammy Award-winner 
Jennifer Hudson (left). Concerts in the main show 
lounge take place in ports such as Cozumel in 
Mexico and Nassau in the Bahamas. It’s not free, 
though, with tickets $20 to $40. Carnival has also 
pepped up its house bands with both male and 
female lead singers, while there’s rock and pop in 
the Red Frog Pub and a lively piano bar. 

Rock band REO Speedwagon are performing 
on the Los Angeles cruise, visiting Mexico. The 
six-night fly-cruise on 21 September 2014 starts at 
£1,189pp (carnival.co.uk/0843 374 2272).

C ARN IVAL

C A R N I VA L  L I V E  C O N C E RT  S E R I E S  H A S  B I G  N A M E 
RO C K  A N D  C O U N T RY  S TA R S  P L AY I N G  O N  B OA R D

http://carnival.co.uk
http://cruise-international.com
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With MSC you can expect stylish, Italian-themed cruise 
ships that boast huge theatres seating 1,600 people for 
Broadway-style musicals almost every night. There are 
themed parties, cocktail evenings, all-night casinos and 
nightclubs that are open until the early hours. A wide range 
of lectures and classes are available which focus on art, 
fi tness, languages and astronomy. All major sporting events 
are broadcast, and there is a 4D cinema (where physical 
effects occur in the theatre in tandem with the fi lm) as well 
as an F1 simulator on Fantasia class ships. MSC Preziosa 
has the longest waterslide at sea – the Vertigo – which is a 
staggering 120m long.

Entertainment on grand voyages is also being buoyed 
up with more lectures, fi tness classes and evening 
entertainment than ever before.

A seven-night cruise from Genoa, Italy, departing 
27 September 2014, taking in Tunisia, Sicily and the 
Canaries, starts at £759pp, including fl ights and the 
complimentary Cheers! package, which allows guests to 
enjoy fantastic wine offerings with their meals (msccruises.
co.uk/0844 561 1955).

A L L  M A J O R  S P O RT I N G  E V E N T S  O N  M S C  C RU I S E S  A R E  B ROA D C A S T 
A N D  T H E R E  A R E  F 1  S I M U L AT O R S  O N  FA N TA S I A  C L A S S  S H I P S

Clockwise, from 
top left: Enjoy 
the nightclub 
atmosphere 
on MSC Lirica; 
Formula 1 
simulator on 
board MSC 
Splendida; 
4D cinema; 
saxophonist

M S C

http://msccruises.co.uk
http://msccruises.co.uk
http://cruise-international.com
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West End and Broadway productions alike are played out 
on Royal Caribbean’s different ships – Chicago on Allure 
of the Seas, the world’s largest cruise ship, Hairspray on 
Oasis of the Seas and Saturday Night Fever on Liberty 
of the Seas, in 1,300-seat theatres. Five ships feature the 
DreamWorks Experience with characters from Shrek, 
Kung Fu Panda and other movies in parades, ice shows and 
other performances. And on new ships it gets even better – 
Quantum of the Seas, arriving in November, and Anthem 
of the Seas (2015) have an ice rink and even dodgem cars. 
The former features Two70°, a vast, modernistic venue 
for live shows with acrobats, music and state-of-the-art 
projections, and the Music Hall for live performances.

A fi ve-night Western Caribbean cruise on 6 December 
2014 from Fort Lauderdale on Liberty of the Seas starts at 
£1,185pp, including fl ights and a pre-cruise hotel stay 
(royalcaribbean.co.uk/0844 493 4005).

ROYAL 
C AR IBBE AN

Clockwise, from above: Two70° venue on Quantum class 
ships offers fl oor-to-ceiling views; Hairspray; Chicago

http://royalcaribbean.co.uk
http://cruise-international.com
http://IVANSARFATTI.COM
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Norwegian Cruise Line is dedicated to fun, with a 
riot of shows every night, from major acts such as the 

experimental theatre of the Blue Man 
Group to musical tributes and lavish 
cabaret. The entertainment reaches new 
heights on two new ships – Norwegian 
Getaway has the Illusionarium, a 
dinnertime magic experience, and the 
musical Legally Blonde in its theatre. 
There are comedy acts and, on every 
sailing, an at-sea fireworks display. 
The 4,000-passenger ship also features 
the Grammy Experience with award-
winning artists; as well as a jazz flautist 
and a Latin percussionist. Norwegian 
Breakaway features Burn the Floor, a 
ballroom inspired dance extravaganza 
and the 80s pop musical Rock of Ages 

while there’s even a big top for Cirque Dreams Jungle 
Fantasy. Add to that the dark, New York-inspired Fat 
Cats Jazz and Blues club and a duelling piano show and 
you’ve got big city choice.

A nine-night Bermuda cruise from New York on 
10 August 2014 on Norwegian Breakaway starts at 
£1,499pp, including flights (ncl.co.uk/0845 201 8900).

Clockwise, from 
above: Rock of 
Ages; Fat Cats’ 
blues band on 
Norwegian Epic; 
Blue Man Group; 
Cirque Dreams 
performers

NORW EG I AN  CRUI SE  L INE

http://ncl.co.uk
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Enter a world of entertainment without even 
leaving your room. Princess Live! is a TV studio 
with talk shows, demonstrations and performers, 
beamed live to your cabin from 8am to midnight, 
or you can join a 300-strong studio audience. The 
innovation is on new ships Royal Princess and 
Regal Princess along with a state-of-the-art theatre 
with musical reviews and shows, and on-deck 
water and light shows. Princess is also known for 
Movies Under The Stars, huge on-deck screens 
showing movies, music specials and more well 
into the evening – the screens on the new ships 
are 30 per cent larger than before. Theatres are 
larger, too, seating 925 people with various musical 
spectaculars available. Elsewhere across the fleet 
you’ll find comedy, magic and cabaret.

A seven-day Canada and New England cruise 
from New York on Royal Princess, departing 27 
September 2014 costs from £749, cruise only 
(princess.com/0843 373 0333).

PR INCE SS

P R I N C E S S  L I V E !  I S  A  T V  S T U D I O  W I T H  TA L K  S H O W S
A N D  P E R F O R M E R S ,  B E A M E D  L I V E  T O  Y O U R  C A B I N
Clockwise, from above: Spectacular light show; Princess  
Theatre; Princess Live TV show; live entertainment

http://princess.com
http://cruise-international.com
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Craig Revel Horwood from BBC One’s Strictly Come 
Dancing has been creating a stir on P&O Cruises with 
dancers from the shows along with a surprise celebrity 
guest from the past series. There are dance showcases 
where passengers can take to the floor with Robin 
Windsor, Ian Waite and Camilla Dallerup, and show 
off in a dance competition. Other than that there is a 
wealth of entertainment, from compilations of  
West End and Broadway shows to the latest movies  
(in some cases in purpose-built cinemas), tribute acts 
and guest artists, plus comedy, cabaret, live music, 
piano recitals, cookery demonstrations, language classes 
and even special interest seminars.

A 13-night Canaries, Portugal and Madeira cruise 
from Southampton, departing 25 September 2014, with 
the Strictly Come Dancing stars, starts at £1,275pp  
(pocruises.com/0843 374 0111).
Clockwise, from top right: Dance off; Anthony Inglis at Cunard’s 
Proms; James Taylor; Craig Revel Horwood; Alfie Boe; Natalie Lowe

Cunard offer an intriguing mix of highbrow and 
imaginatively mainstream entertainment. You’ll find edited 
versions of classic plays by students of the Royal School 
of Dramatic Art, concerts by the National Symphony 
Orchestra, jazz in the intimate Illuminations lounge 
from students of the Juilliard School, and shows in the 
planetarium created by the Royal Astronomical Society. 
Queen Mary 2 has a 3D cinema while on Queen Victoria 
and Queen Elizabeth the three-tier Palm Court Theatres, 
which host musical revues and other shows, even have 
private boxes. Yet transatlantic crossings also play host to 
concerts and talks by leading musicians. Roger Daltrey of 
The Who has done it, Roger McGuinn – voice of the Byrds 
on albums such as Mr Tambourine Man – is a regular 
and will be travelling three times this year, while singer-
songwriter James Taylor makes a return in August.

Roger McGuinn will perform on Queen Mary 2 sailing 
from Southampton to New York on 12 November 2014. 
Prices start at £1,299pp (cunard.co.uk/0843 374 2224).  

CUNAR D

P& O

DA N C E  W I T H  T H E  S TA R S 
O F  B B C  O N E ’ S  S T R I C T LY

http://cunard.co.uk
http://pocruises.com
http://cruise-international.com
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The 1,340-seat Art Deco Walt Disney Theatre, spanning 
three decks of Disney Dream and Disney Fantasy, features 
the Disney Believe show of musical numbers, magic and 
hi-tech excitement. Fantasy also has Disney Wishes, an 
original musical. There are also other musicals featuring 
characters from Toy Story and Aladdin, as well as fireworks 
at sea and waterparks. First-run movies are shown on giant 
deck screens and you might even get a premiere, with films 
shown the day they’re released on land. When the kids go to 
bed Disney Magic features the After Hours ‘entertainment 
district’ with Fathoms nightclub and comedy shows.

A five-night Med cruise from Barcelona, 30 August 2014 
from £1,104pp, includes flights (disneyholidays.co.uk/
disney-cruise-line/0800 0169 0742). 

D I S N E Y ’ S  M U S I C A L S  F E AT U R E
A L A D D I N  A N D  B U Z Z  L I G H T Y E A R

Clockwise, from 
above: Captain Mickey 
and friends; Toy Story 
characters; the  Walt 
Disney Theatre; Aladdin 
and Princess Jasmine

DI SNEY

http://disneyholidays.co.uk/disney-cruise-line
http://disneyholidays.co.uk/disney-cruise-line
http://cruise-international.com


THE GREAT

DIVIDE
One of the seven wonders of the modern world, the Panama Canal  

is celebrating its centenary this year. Sarah Gilbert joins a  
Central American cruise on Variety Voyager to get a closer look

This picture: the Rio Chagres  
section of the Panama Canal
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It’s 5 pm and the deck is still bathed in 
sunshine when we brave the tropical heat 
to line the rails as our diminutive vessel 

sails past a string of leviathan ships and 
ferries; all waiting to enter the world’s most 
famous shortcut, the Panama Canal. 

We follow closely behind the vast-hulled 
Baltic Novator as it edges into Gatun Locks 
with just inches to spare on either side, and 
watch in awe as the colossal steel gates swing 
shut, gallons of water gushing into the stone-
walled enclosure, forcing us upwards. 

The Central American canal is a vital 
trade route linking the Atlantic and Pacifi c 

oceans across Panama’s narrow landmass. It 
was fi rst of three locks on the transit from 
the country’s Caribbean coast to the Pacifi c. 
Although the process is largely automated 
now – there are electric ‘mules’; unique 
engines to guide vessels along the 77km 
waterway – it still employs the principle 
of gravity to fi ll a series of channels that 
fl ow into and out of the locks, raising and 
lowering the water level of each one in turn. 

This incredible feat of engineering turns 
100 this year. Steamship SS Ancon made the 

fi rst offi cial transit on 15 August 1914 but, 
unlike the fi rst pioneers, we’re experiencing 
it from the comfort of Variety Voyager. 
Dwarfed by conventional cruise ships, with 
only 36 spacious cabins, it’s an intimate way 
to take to the high seas.

Variety attracts a loyal following and 
many of the passengers – American, English, 
Dutch and French – have sailed with the line 
before. The hands-on crew hail from equally 
diverse countries. The Captain was Greek, 
the First Mate Egyptian, the Executive Chef 
Mauritian, and from the bridge to the dining 
room, the engine room to the bar, everyone 

goes out of their way to ensure that we enjoy 
our week-long cruise.

We set sail from Colón’s modern cruise 
terminal on Panama’s Caribbean coast and 
were soon dining in the indoor-outdoor 
restaurant where free seating at shared tables 
made for a convivial atmosphere. After 
dinner, there was no entertainment but you 
could dance on deck under a star-studded sky. 

The next morning, we dropped anchor 
outside Portobelo. As we explore its languid 
streets, it’s hard to believe that this was once 

the most important port in the Caribbean, 
where New World treasure was shipped back 
to Spain. All that remains of its heyday are 
the atmospheric ruins of stone fortresses, 
ransacked numerous times by buccaneers, 
and the stately stone Customs House, once 
piled high with Peruvian gold, standing tall 
among the colourful clapboard houses.

The Portobelo to Panama City route was 
the land equivalent of the canal, with mules 
in place of ships. The Spanish dreamt of 
building a canal but it wasn’t until 1881 that 
Frenchman Ferdinand de Lesseps, followed 
on from his Suez Canal and began building 

in Panama. Sadly hundreds of thousands died 
from yellow fever and malaria, landslides and 
natural disasters during its construction. After 
eight years, little progress had been made and 
money was running out. Admitting defeat, 
in 1904 the French made a deal with the US 
and, during Theodore Roosevelt’s presidency, 
the canal fi nally opened in 1914. 

It was controlled by the Americans before 
being handed back to Panama in 1999 and 
now handles nearly fi ve per cent of global 
trade, earning billions of dollars a year. 

The panama canal is a vital trade route 
linking the Atlantic and Pacific oceans
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nightlife. Across the bay, tombstone-like ruins 
are all that’s left of Old Panama. Sacked 
by pirates in 1671, it was replaced by the 
colonial Casco Viejo, a mini-Havana where 
crumbling pastel-coloured mansions still line 
the cobblestone streets. Now undergoing an 
ambitious restoration, the buildings are filled 
with boutique hotels, shops and restaurants.

There are daily excursions but the 
occasional afternoon at sea means time for 
a siesta, a spa treatment, reading in the air-
conditioned lounge or bagging a comfortable 
sofa on deck, sipping on a cocktail and taking 
in the endless expanse of sea and sky. Curious 
pods of dolphin race alongside us, frigatebirds 
fly past in strict formation and brown 
pelicans nosedive into the water, emerging 
with fish wriggling in their beaks. 

The amiable Captain Andreas leaves the 
door to the bridge open, and passengers 
can drop in to study the array of electronic 

The Iblue waters around 
CoIIba teem with life

Some modern ships are too wide to pass 
through and a new, larger set of locks is 
currently being built, due to open in 2015. 
The canal saves ships from circumnavigating 
the southern tip of South America, a 
treacherous 30-day voyage of almost 
12,900km. Our transit took around nine 
hours and we passed engineering marvels like 
the Galliard Cut, a 14km passage through 
solid rock and the expansive Gatun Lake.

We saw the canal from another angle the 
following morning. From the rooftop of the 
high-tech visitors’ centre at Miraflores Locks, 
we watched the slow passage of a cargo ship 
as it is shunted into the narrow channel, 
and the tea-coloured sweep of the canal 
disappeared into the horizon.

Away from the canal, Panama is a tale of 
three cities. Downtown resembles a mini-
Miami: a skyscraping hub of international 
finance, shopping malls and sophisticated 

navigation equipment, as well as peruse the 
old-fashioned hand-drawn charts.

We sail north along Panama’s Pacific 
coast to Coiba Island, site of an infamous 
Alcatraz-like prison until 2004, when it 
became a National Park. After a feet-in-the-
sand barbecue of freshly caught fish and 
tropical fruits, we head to Granito de Oro, 
an archetypal paradise island, populated by 
palm trees, with powder-fine white sand and 
bath-warm water. 

The waters around Coiba teem with life; 
when snorkelling we descend into a seemingly 
infinite array of vibrant coral and exotic fish. 
My heart skipped a beat as I float over a 
white-tipped reef shark patrolling the seabed 
but, with shoals of iridescent fish darting 
around, he shows no interest in me.

Elliot, the ship’s Costa Rican naturalist 
guide, gave entertaining talks on local history 
and his country’s staggering biodiversity. 

http://cruise-international.com
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Millions of years ago, it became part of a 
land bridge connecting the North and South 
American continents, allowing its flora 
and fauna to mix – no wonder the Spanish 
conquistadors christened it the Rich Coast.

Now Central America’s number one eco-
tourism destination, Costa Rica has 27 per 
cent of its landmass devoted to national parks 
and reserves. From rainforests and mist-
wreathed cloud forests, to marine reserves 
and smoking volcanoes, it is home to six per 
cent of the world’s animal and plant species.

That night, we set sail for the Osa 
Peninsula, one of the country’s wildest and 
most isolated areas, dropping anchor in 
Drake Bay, gateway to Corcovado National 
Park. Lagoons, mangrove swamps, rivers and 
rainforest have seen it dubbed ‘one of the 
most biologically intense places on earth’.

Everything on our gentle hike through 
the steamy forest is supersized – from the 

GETTING THERE
A seven-night Treasures of Costa 
Rica and the Panama Canal cruise 
on board the M/Y Variety Voyager 
runs from Panama to Costa Rica 
and reverse from December 2014 to 
March 2015. Cruise-only fares from 
£1,799pp plus £275 port charges. 
Flight inclusive fares from £2,995 
plus £275 port charges per person* 
(varietycruises.com).

Clockwise, from top left:
Variety Voyager; toucans are 

native to South America; 
Panama City, Panama; Bridge 

of the Americas, Panama;  
sign in Portobelo; capuchin 

monkeys at Manuel Antonio 
National Park; palm trees 

Playa Agujas beach, Tárcoles 
Pacific Coastline, Costa Rica

butterflies to the foliage. We follow the low 
growl of howler monkeys and found a troop 
sat on high branches, basking in the sunshine.

The marine life is equally remarkable; we 
spot a humpback whale and her calf gliding 
through the water before coming up for 
air with a splash. Giant manta rays jump 
joyfully out of the water and a hawksbill 
turtle paddles gracefully on the surface before 
disappearing into the depths. 

Our penultimate port of call is Quepos, 
which survived on fishing and palm oil before 
tourism took over. The Manuel Antonio 
National Park is the big draw, backed by 
rainforests and fronted by stunning beaches. 

A black spiny-tailed iguana meets us at the 
entrance and along the trail our sharp-eyed 
guide spots a flamboyantly coloured poison 
dart frog, no bigger than a thumb nail; and a 
cyanide-oozing millipede that smells ever so 
faintly of almonds.

That evening, there’s a lavish but informal 
Captain’s dinner of filet mignon, lobster and 
Baked Alaska. Contact details are exchanged 
and promises to keep in touch made. 
Passengers and crew are all now firm friends. 
This has been an experience like no other, and 
one we’d all like to repeat.  

 *
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CRUISE

THE Time Traveller’s
Deborah Stone discovers a wealth 
of classical destinations on a Swan 
Hellenic voyage around the Adriatic
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A turtle dodged out of sight in the brackish water 
under the footbridge leading to the ruins of a 
town founded by exiles after the fall of Troy.

We stood in the shade of trees left to run riot around a 
2,500-year-old Greek amphitheatre. Nearby were the 
remains of a Roman palace with its mosaic floors still 
intact and, further along, an early Christian church.

We were at the Albanian Unesco heritage site Butrint, 
one of the least spoilt classical ruins, and although many 
on Swan Hellenic’s Minerva had signed up for the trip, we 
had this archaeologist’s paradise to ourselves.

Classical history has been the basis of Swan Hellenic’s 
Eastern Mediterranean cruises since its first itinerary in 
1954, sailing around the Greek Islands to places now 
familiar to most of us: Corfu, Rhodes and Santorini.

Sixty years later there are so many more options, 
including the dazzling Italian treasure house of 
Ravenna, with its Roman mosaics in the Mausoleum of 
Galla Placidia and the tomb of medieval poet Dante; or 
the Roman port of Brindisi, where the inner medieval 
sector has Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II’s castle.

By the time you get to Croatia, Montenegro and 
Albania in the Adriatic arm of the Med, you really 
feel you are exploring. Back in 1954 Croatia was 
part of the Socialist Republic of Yugoslavia, but now 
Dubrovnik is one of the most popular ports of calls.

While I was waiting in the queue for the tender to 
take us ashore a chatty fellow passenger recommended 

the Dominican Monastery Museum, the cathedral’s 
treasury and the Franciscan Monastery Museum, which 
has one of the oldest pharmacies in Europe. But I was 
determined to walk the 13th century old town walls.

There you can see over the terracotta roofs into 
secret gardens, and out across the turquoise sea to 
Lokrum Island, a national park with a botanic garden.

Every now and then the wall widens to small 
piazzas with a few souvenir shops and bars, which are 
tempting as the temperature rises. There were squeals of 
laughter coming from the two bars below, out of sight 
on the rocks next to the sea, and the occasional thud as 
someone jumped into the water to cool off.

Back on board Minerva I joined the other passengers 
on deck to watch the sun go down sitting on the back 
deck with a gin and tonic from the adjoining Wheeler 
Bar, where the wicker chairs and potted palms give it a 
slightly colonial or country house feel.

But the 350-capacity ship is anything but old-
fashioned. Refurbished in 2012 it now has a promenade 
all round the ship, extra outdoor seating and the new 
Orpheus Lounge, which serves as an observation 
lounge on sea days and a music venue at night.

This is in addition to the main Darwin Lounge, 
where there are day lectures and evening entertainment; 
from quizzes to, in our case, an operatic trio.

I was happy to spend the evening in the Swan 
Restaurant, where the tables were covered in crisp 
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This picture: The Unesco-
listed city of Dubrovnik and 
its harbour with the island 
of Lokrum in the distance



86 CRUISE-INTERNATIONAL.COM  |  JUNE/JULY 2014

white cloths and where we ate duck, chicken and foie 
gras terrine with black cherry chutney, and shoulder of 
lamb with apricot and raisin stuffing.

Puddings included chocolate mud cake and peach 
melba, and there was always ice cream as well as 
diabetic and gluten-free desserts. And cheese, of course. 

But although the food and entertainment are 
important, cruises for me are all about seeing something 
different every day, and the tiny medieval walled city of 
Kotor in Montenegro really blew me away.

At lease one excursion a day is included in the Swan 
Hellenic packages, and the guide for our Kotor tour 
was a lovely local girl with excellent English, who led 
us through the handsome series of piazzas linked by 
narrow streets that are more like alleyways.

Kotor, which became a Unesco World Heritage site 
when it was rebuilt after the 1979 earthquake, is full of 
churches – both Catholic and Orthodox Christian – so 
it has two Christmases, two Easters and lots of festivals 
in February and in the summer.

There are several palaces in the old town but only 
the Grgurina Palace, now the Maritime Museum, 
retains its 18th century layout because the rest have 
been divided into flats.

After the tour I paid three euros to walk up the path 
beside the city wall which leads to Our Lady of Health 
shrine, a small church about 20 minutes’ walk up the 
hill which towers above the city.

Most of the country is mountainous – Montenegro 
means ‘black mountain’ – and it’s quite a steep climb 
up to the shrine. The walk carries on up to a castle, but 
I persuaded myself the view over the roofs to the fjord-
like Bay of Kotor, where our ship was docked, wouldn’t 
be any better further up.

As I carefully picked my way back down I could 
hear the faint melody of a flautist playing Bolero – only 
slightly more surreal than the woman who offered me 
a sip of her home-made plum brandy – šljiva – from an 
old lemonade bottle in the market near the main gate.

GETTING THERE
Swan Hellenic’s 
15-day Aegean & 
Adriatic Odyssey, 
departing 11 
May 2015, 
explores Turkey, 
Greece, Albania, 
Montenegro, 
Croatia, Sicily 
and Italy, from 
£2,280pp, based 
on two sharing  
(swanhellenic.
com/0844 273 6089).

There are no EU health and safety rules here, 
although they have adopted the euro, so she filled the 
bottle’s lid so I could taste it, and I left with seven euros 
for the brandy plus another two for a string of figs.

As we sailed away from Kotor, though, we were 
heading for the biggest adventure of the cruise: Albania.

It was a first for most of us on board, our 
enthusiastic young guide telling us Minerva was the 
biggest ship to have docked at Saranda. There’s no 

cruise terminal 
here, but the large 
forecourt indicates 
the Albanians’ plans. 

A drive through 
the Soviet-style old 
town past the ancient  
wall revealed scores 
of hotels and new 
apartment blocks – 
many for sale – and 
the further south 
we went the more 
unfinished they were; 
“mushrooms after 
rain” our guide  
called them.

Following the coast we saw Corfu in the Ionian Sea, 
then suddenly the huge Lake Butrint appeared – 10 
miles long and wide – and finally Butrint itself.

It has been a Greek settlement, Roman city and 
small Bishopric, but the largely intact Venetian tower 
and romantic ruins of an Ottoman castle reveal how 
strategically important it once was.

It is also an important wildlife haven and Albania’s 
first national park, which will hopefully protect it from 
the rampant commercialism in the new part of Saranda. 
Those with a yearning for exploration should book 
a cabin on a cruise to these unspoiled remains of the 
Greek and Roman empires, before it’s too late.  

MONTENEGRO IS MOUNTAINOUS – ITS NAME MEANS  ‘BLACK MOUNTAIN’
AND IT’S QUITE A STEEP CLIMB UP TO THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF HEALTH

From left: Butrint 
ruins, Albania; 
Procession of the 
Virgins, Ravenna, 
Italy; Montenegro; 
Below: church in 
Montenegro
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Dolphins swimming alongside the bow of your ship; a polar bear 
venturing into the water; or birds approaching land – you will never 
cease to be amazed when you’re on an expedition cruise. The 
EL 32 binoculars are perfect for an adventure on the high seas. 
These compact binoculars are always to hand, and with their 
crystal-clear optics, they also perform at their best when you’re on shore. 
With SWAROVSKI OPTIK the world belongs to those who can see beauty.

EL 32
ENJOYING MORE 
FROM A SEA VIEW

SEE THE UNSEEN
WWW.SWAROVSKIOPTIK.COM

YOU CAN FIND OUR PRODUCTS 
AT EXCLUSIVE SPECIALIST RETAILERS 
AND ONLINE AT WWW.SWAROVSKIOPTIK.COM

Find your nearest SWAROVSKI OPTIK dealer:

MERCHANT CITY CAMERAS · 7-11 Parnie Street, GLASGOW, G1 5RJ · VIKING OPTICAL · 101 Rose Street, 
EDINBURGH, EH2 3DT · BASS & BLIGH · 6 Beaulah Street, HARROGATE, HG1 1QQ · FOCUS OPTICS · Church Lane, 
Corley, COVENTRY, CV7 8BA · LAMBERTS OF LANCASTER · 5 Rosemary Lane, LANCASTER, LA1 1NR · 
LONDON CAMERA EXCHANGE · 98 The Strand, LONDON, WC2R 0EE · 10 High Street, SOUTHAMPTON, SO14 2DH · 
8-9 Tunsgate, Guildford, SURREY, GU1 3QT · SELFRIDGES, PHOTOGRAPHIC DEPT · 400 Oxford Street, LONDON, 
W1A 1AB · CLIFTON CAMERAS · 28 Parsonage Street, Dursley, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GL11 4AA · HARRISON CAMERAS · 

YORKSHIRE, S2 4LR · CONN CAMERAS · 54 Clarenden Street, DUBLIN, Ireland

FREE Cleaning Set 
Worth £33.00 when you purchase SWAROVSKI OPTIK 

binoculars from an authorised stockist.

Send this coupon to SWAROVSKI OPTIK UK 
(Perrywood Business Park, Salfords, Surrey RH1 5JQ) 

together with a copy of the sales receipt and 
the registration card to claim your free gift. 

Offer valid for purchases from 
closing date 31st January 2015 (CI 0011).

BY APPOINTMENT TO
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

SWAROVSKI OPTIK
SUPPLIER OF BINOCULARS

http://WWW.SWAROVSKIOPTIK.COM
http://WWW.SWAROVSKIOPTIK.COM


THE NEW BATH AND BODY RANGE BY

www.yardleylondon.co.uk

http://www.yardleylondon.co.uk
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W H AT ’ S  H O T

RIVER CRUISE News
SHIPS  EVENTS  DESTINATIONS 

EMERALD SKY

Legendary French film star
Catherine Deneuve christened
Uniworld’s new Super Ship S.S.
Catherine at an elegant ceremony 
in Lyon in March. “I am very proud
that this beautiful ship will bear
my name and will be sailing on
French waters,” she said. Uniworld
will be launching another ship,
S.S. Maria Theresa, next year
(uniworldrivercruises.co.uk).

S.S CATHERINE

Viking River Cruise Lines smashed its own 
Guinness world record last month in a 
ship-launching extravaganza. The cruise 
line launched 14 ships in Amsterdam, 
Rostock, and Avignon making it the most 
number of ships launched by one company 
in 24 hours. The new Viking Longships 
will sail on the Danube, Rhine and Rhône. 
Mary Berry (below) from BBC2’s The 
Great British Bake Off, was one of the 
godmothers (see interview, page 12). For 
more info go to vikingrivercruises.co.uk.

VIKING RECORD
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New river cruise line Emerald 
Waterways launched its fi rst ship, 
Emerald Sky, in Amsterdam this 
month, with Twiggy as a godmother 
(see interview, page 130). Emerald 
Sky and sister ship Emerald Star 
are stylish ships designed to attract 
a younger market to river cruising 
and offer contemporary design 
with features such as a heated 
swimming pool which turns into 
a cinema space for the evenings. 
The new cruise line will be 
launching two more ships in 2015. 
(emeraldwaterways.com).

http://uniworldrivercruises.co.uk
http://vikingrivercruises.co.uk
http://emeraldwaterways.com
http://cruise-international.com


E X P L O R E  Y O U R  W O R L D
W I T H  T H E  W O R L D ’ S  

L E A D I N G  R I V E R  C R U I S E  L I N E

2015 river cruises now on sale from only £895pp
Call us today on 020 8780 7900
Visit www.vikingrivercruises.co.uk

At Viking, we have the biggest and the best fleet of award-winning ships in the world.  
With more than 53 ships, including the Viking Longships – the newest and most innovative  

ships in Europe, we offer a fantastic choice of journeys across Europe, Russia and Asia.

As the destination experts, we’ll take you beyond the sights to explore each fascinating place, 
its people, culture, cuisine and language. You’ll enjoy privileged access and behind-the-scenes 
experiences that set us apart from all other travel companies. You’ll also enjoy fantastic value 

for money, with so much included in the price.

Change the way you experience the world, with Viking.

Travel safe, you are fully protectedAll prices and offers are subject to change and availability and include booking discounts.Terms and conditions apply.

E U R O P E   R U S S I A   A S I A

http://www.vikingrivercruises.co.uk
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River
cruises special

93 NEW RIVER CRUISE SHIPS A look at Uniworld’s S.S. 

Catherine, the new Viking longships, Emerald Sky and AmaReina

103 THE WORLD’S GREATEST RIVERS From the 

amazing Amazon to the Mighty Mississippi

120 A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT A cruise on paddlewheel 

steamer American Empress along the Columbia and Snake rivers 

http://cruise-international.com


As much as we could talk about 
how we became the world’s most awarded

ultra-premium vodka, with the fi rst 100-point rating*, 
we feel the story is best told in a single sip.

purityvodka.com · facebook.com/purityvodka · @purityvodka
PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. Purity® Vodka 40% Alc by Vol. Distilled from Grain. Imported by Purity Vodka, Manhasset, NY. Product of Sweden. © 2014 Purity Vodka Inc.

The Most Awarded Ultra-Premium Vodka In The World

http://purityvodka.com
http://facebook.com/purityvodka
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NEW RIVER
SHIPS

RIVER CRUISES SPECIAL

Looking for the wow factor? The latest ships to cruise the rivers of Europe
offer the ultimate in luxury, innovation and exceptional facilities





There’s luxury, and then there’s Uniworld luxury, 
reflected in the opulent furnishings and extraordinary 
attention to detail on board their new ship S.S. 
Catherine. Staterooms are exquisitely well-appointed 
with the biggest showers we’ve ever seen on a ship, 
underfloor heating in the bathroom and Savoir of 
England beds so deep and comfortable it’s a struggle 
to leave them. There’s plenty of room in the public 
areas for the ship’s 159 passengers, and while the 
swimming pool in the Bar du Leopard, which glows 
emerald green at night, is a little unexpected, it’s 
all wonderfully OTT. S.S. Catherine offers a truly 
indulgent French river cruise experience.

WE LOVE: The atrium, with its stunning Murano 
sculpture, hand-blown chandelier and cascading 
waterfall, which sets a glamorous tone. And the spa. 
We swear the masseur has magic fingers.

RIVER CRUISES SPECIAL

SS Catherine

Clockwise, from left: The Van Gogh lounge; the Cézanne 
Restaurant; Bar du Leopard; a stateroom; the atrium
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 THESE SHIPS EPITOMISE SCANDINAVIAN CHIC... STATEROOMS ARE COOL AND
CONTEMPORARY AND REMINISCENT OF A NORWEGIAN LUXURY BOUTIQUE HOTEL

Viking Longships
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Viking’s longships epitomise Scandinavian chic, with 
their light-filled atriums, bar and dining room and 
clever use of outside space. Staterooms are cool and 
contemporary and reminiscent of a Norwegian luxury 
boutique hotel. The latest longships, including Viking 
Alsvin, Viking Heimdal and Viking Kara, seem even 
more spacious than their predecessors, and there’s 
certainly no compromise of quantity over quality 
(there are 18 new longships) – design is flawless. We 
can’t wait to get on board their first ocean cruise 
ship, Viking Star, when it launches next May.

WE LOVE: The elegant, stylish Observation Lounge, 
which has plenty of space to relax and admire the 
views; the restaurant, with its panoramic windows; 
and the Aquavit Terrace, perfect for an apéritif as the 
sun sets.

Clockwise, from left: The light-filled atrium; the bar; a 
typical stateroom; the dining room; the Aquavit Terrace

http://cruise-international.com
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Prepare to be dazzled: new river cruise line Emerald 
Waterways’ first ship, Emerald Sky, has a three-tiered, 
24-ft-high atrium with a mirrored wall and crystal ball 
chandeliers, which sets the tone for the ambience 
throughout the ship. Suites are sleek, minimalist and 
modern with neutral soft furnishings and sumptuous 
beds. The Reflections Dining Room offers contemporary 
styling and the fabulous Horizon Bar has splashes 
of colour, mirrors and towering pots of bright white 
orchids. Dining options in the restaurant are creative 
and the whole experience feels elegant but with a 
distinctly cool vibe. 

WE LOVE: The heated pool that transforms into a 
cinema space at night, with its bar and retractable roof 
(emeraldwaterways.co.uk). 

Clockwise from right: Fresh flowers by the pool; the 
swimming pool-cum-cinema space; the restaurant’s wine 
rack; the Reflections Dining Room; the Owners  Suite; top 
deck loungers; the Horizon Bar

Emerald Sky

http://emeraldwaterways.co.uk
http://cruise-international.com


EMERALD WATERWAYS HAVE BROUGHT A NEW SENSE OF STYLE TO THE
EUROPEAN RIVERS WITH THEIR FIRST SHIP, EMERALD SKY
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Everything on board AmaReina is designed to make 
your river cruise as laidback as possible: staterooms 
have twin balconies, allowing you to choose your 
favourite way to take in the passing vistas, and the 
heated swimming pool on the sundeck has a swim-up 
bar so you don’t even need to leave the pool to enjoy 
a cocktail. Décor throughout is refined and elegant.  

WE LOVE: The onboard gastronomic experience 
courtesy of the Chaîne des Rotisseurs group, 
masterminds behind eateries at The Savoy,  
The Dorchester and the House of Lords.  

Clockwise from right: the Wine Room; the swim-up pool 
bar; the Erlebnis restaurant; balcony stateroom

AmaReina



Reservations Hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 am – 5.30 pm, Saturday 10.00 am – 5.00 pmReservations Hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 am – 5.30 pm, Saturday 10.00 am – 5.00 pm

                 0800 012 6005 
or visit www.aptouring.co.uk/cruising2015 or see your travel agent 

GUIDED TOURS
& RIVER CRUISES

ABTA No.V9080

All delicious meals onboard 
your cruise are included. 
Enjoy fine dining created by 
our master chefs using the 
finest fresh local ingredients. 

Enjoy a wide range of 
guided tours and sightseeing 
excursions such as private 
performances or sampling 
regional delights - all at no 
extra cost.

All tipping, port charges, 
luggage porterage and 
overseas transfers are 
included, saving you as much 
as £720 per couple over a 
15 day cruise.

Enjoy a fantastic onboard 
experience, with impeccable 
service, stylish surroundings 
and a choice of elegant, 
spacious balcony suites. 

Enjoy a smooth journey from 
start to finish with home-to-
airport transfers by private 
car# and return flights aboard 
quality airlines.  

Whether it’s an espresso 
with breakfast, beer at lunch, 
wine with dinner, or anything 
in between, it’s all included 
throughout your cruise†.

From delectable dining to tipping for land and cruise staff, an APT Royal Collection river cruise really does include everything you need for the 
perfect holiday. And with included home-to-airport transfers by private car#, your adventure begins the moment you leave your front door. 

All-inclusive from door to door

BOOK NOW FOR THE BEST CHOICE  
OF DATES AT THE BEST PRICE – CALL

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DANUBE

8 day Royal Collection river cruise 
 Budapest to Regensburg

Follow the Danube as it takes you on an 
enchanting journey through Hungary,  

Austria and Germany.

NOW from only £1,820* per person
Departs 16, 18, 23 and 25 April 2015

SAVE £750* per 
couple

8 day Royal Collection river cruise 
 Amsterdam return

Cruise the Netherlands and Belgium; admire 
vibrant tulips at the famous Keukenhof 

Gardens, visit Antwerp, Ghent and Brussels.

NOW from only £1,720* per person
Departs 18 and 25 April 2015

TULIP TIME

SAVE £750* per 
couple

2015 RIVER CRUISES  
OUT NOW

*Prices are per person, twin share and include saving where applicable. Price based on travel in E cabin on 10 Dec. 2015 (Magnificent Europe) and 16 Apr. 2015 (Danube); 18 Apr. 2015 
(Tulip). Offers apply to new bookings made by 31 May 2014 or until sold out. Subject to availability and may be withdrawn at anytime. Inclusions based on Royal Collection cruises only. Saving 
of £1,500 per couple is based on saving of £750 per person, twin share on Magnificent Europe. Saving of £750 per couple is based on a saving of £375 per person, twin share on Highlights 
of the Danube and Tulip Time. Solo supplements apply. #Complimentary home-to-airport transfers are available within a 75 driven mile radius of selected UK departure airports and must be 
requested at the time of booking. No cash alternative available. †Complimentary beverages exclude French Champagne, premium spirits and selected wines. UK0170

European  
River Cruising  

The
Royal

Collection

HURRY, OFFERS END 31 MAY 2014

MAGNIFICENT EUROPE

15 day Royal Collection river cruise  
Amsterdam to Budapest

Take in the spectacular scenery of five 
countries on this magnificent cruise along  

the Rhine, Main and Danube.

NOW from only £2,645* per person
Departures from March to December 2015

SAVE £1,500* per 
couple

ENRICHING SIGHTSEEING

DELECTABLE DINING

LUXURY ACCOMMODATION

EVERYTHING TAKEN CARE OF

ONBOARD DRINKS

DOOR TO DOOR TRAVEL

http://www.aptouring.co.uk/cruising2015


DON’T DELAY, SUBSCRIBE NOW!
       www.chelseamagazines.com/cruise-P403       +44 (0)1795 419841 quote code P403

6  Digital edition (on your tablet, smartphone or computer)

      www.chelseamagazines.com/cruise-P403D

SAVE OVER 45%
6 ISSUES FOR JUST £17.95

6 issues for just £17.95 (usually £33 – SAVING OVER 45%)
Expert and impartial advice on planning your next cruise holiday

Free postage to your home

Packed with inspirational reviews, the hottest destination advice, celebrity interviews 
and the very latest ocean and river cruise news, plus expert tips on how to get great 
deals, Cruise International is THE magazine for anyone planning a cruise holiday.

and receive these great benefi ts:Subscribe today

http://www.chelseamagazines.com/cruise-P403
http://www.chelseamagazines.com/cruise-P403D
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Greatest

RIVERS

From the Amazon to the Mississippi, a river cruise will carry you to

extraordinary destinations, fascinating sights and architectural wonders.

Here we explore the world’s most intriguing rivers
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As wild as you imagined – brightly coloured 
parakeets squarking overhead, monkeys 
chattering in the rain forest that stretches 
away on either shore. The river teems with 
pink dolphins, caiman, turtles and much 
more. The five-million-acre Pacaya-Samiria 
Reserve is the world’s largest protected 
flooded forest and a favourite excursion is 
a skiff ride at sunrise. Other treats include 
piranha fishing, jungle walks (where you might 
see a three-toed sloth) and visits to villages 
to learn about life and customs of people 
whose ancestors have lived here for centuries. 

Many river cruises start in Iquitos, in Peru, 
the world’s largest city that cannot be reached 
by road; a cosmopolitan place with elegant 
architecture thanks to the rubber boom of a 
century ago. But the Amazon is so big that 
small ocean cruise ships also sail the river, 
reaching the major city of Manaus, much 
farther downstream, from where other cruises 
also depart. In contrast is the tiny village of 
Boca da Valeria with its wooden houses on 
stilts. Wherever you sail, the Amazon is a 
paradise of extraordinary sights and sounds 
far removed from the outside world.

GETTING THERE
A seven-night cruise on Aqua Amazon from Iquitos through the Pacaya Samiria 
National Reserve, departing in September 2014, costs from £6,250pp for two 
sharing a suite. Price includes flights, all excursions and transfers. For more 
information visit balesworldwide.co.uk or call 0844 488 1192.

RIVER CRUISES SPECIAL

This picture: Pacaya-Samiria Natural Reserve, Peru
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http://balesworldwide.co.uk


America’s third-longest river flows from 
near the Canadian border to the Gulf 
of Mexico at New Orleans. The scenery 
isn’t as monumental as in Europe but it is 
mesmerising; the wide waterway hardly 
seems like a river at all at times. The classic 
cruises link the rock‘n’roll city of Memphis 
and the jazz capital of New Orleans. On the 
way you’ll find southern charm in Vicksburg 
and Natchez, and excursions packed with 
Civil War history and antebellum mansions. 

Louisiana’s capital, Baton Rouge, offers a 
big city experience combined with old time 
style. North of Memphis you’re in the wild, 
where riverside towns are few, thanks to 
the unpredictability of the waters. Most 
are hidden – New Madrid behind a huge 
levee, Cape Girardeau behind a high wall. 
This is the world of Huck Finn; of islands, 
sandbanks and floating trees. Head for the 
bright lights of St Louis or Minneapolis-Saint 
Paul where the scenery gets ever more rugged.

GETTING THERE
Join the 12-night Mighty 
Mississippi cruise from 
Memphis to New Orleans 
on the American Queen 
paddlewheel steamer on 
6 November 2014 from 
£3,185pp. Price includes 
flights, excursions 
and pre- and post-
cruise hotel stays. For 
more information visit 
lightbluetravel.co.uk or 
call 01223 568904.

This picture: Sunset on the Mississippi
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Mississippi

http://lightbluetravel.co.uk


Uniquely American River Cruises
Classic Elegance and Modern Luxury on a Grand Scale

Seven nights on the American Queen start from £2,495 per person 

inclusive of scheduled fl ights from the UK, transfers, full board, 

excursions, entertainment on board, port charges and one night in 

pre-cruise hotel. ATOL Protected: ATOL No 5489.

Seven nights on the American Empress start from £3,495 per person 

inclusive of scheduled fl ights from the UK, transfers, full board, 

excursions, entertainment on board, port charges and one night in 

pre-cruise hotel. ATOL Protected: ATOL No 5489.

AMERICAN EMPRESS®

AMERICAN QUEEN®

 Reservations: 01223 568904

 Email: sales@lightbluetravel.co.uk

 Website: www.lightbluetravel.co.uk

*Fares are per person and do not include air or land transportation – call for a quote. Port Charges of £39 to £106
per person are additional and not included in the fare. Additional terms and conditions may apply – call for details.

mailto:sales@lightbluetravel.co.uk
http://www.lightbluetravel.co.uk


Challenging the Rhine for the title of Europe’s 
favourite river, the Danube features one of 
the most beautiful river cruise sights (seen 
in many an advertisement): the huge, ornate 
parliament building in Budapest, Hungary. 
Most cruises runs between here and the 
German city of Nuremberg, passing through 
Austria. There’s a wealth of medieval towns, 
full of Gothic and Renaissance architecture, 
along the route – Regensburg with its Roman 
history, Passau with its narrow streets 
and Italianate architecture, Melk with its 
900-year-old Benedictine monastery. Then 
there’s the ornate Austrian city of Vienna as 
well as Bratislava, the beautiful Slovakian 

capital. For the full cross-Europe experience, 
this stretch is added to an Amsterdam-
Koblenz cruise with the connection of an 
equally spellbinding stretch of the Main, with 
a transit on the Main-Danube Canal. Some 
Danube cruises head on east from Budapest, 
passing through lesser known but no less 
beautiful countryside – Serbia and its capital, 
Belgrade; Bulgaria and the dramatic Iron 
Gates Gorge; before docking in Romania 
for a final night in the capital, Bucharest. 
Here, excursions take you to spots such as 
Belogradchik’s extraordinary rock formations 
and the Hungarian city of Pécs rich with both 
Roman and Turkish history.

Clockwise, from this picture: Parliament, Budapest; Frauenkirche, Nuremberg; umbrellas in Belgrade

GETTING THERE
An eight-day Danube Delights 
cruise from Nuremberg to Budapest 
with Emerald Waterways departs 
on 8 Dec 2015 and costs from 
£995pp including flights. For more 
information, visit emeraldwaterways.
co.uk or call 0800 270 7017.

danube

http://emeraldwaterways.co.uk
http://emeraldwaterways.co.uk
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This is the river cruise that so many people 
start with and it is a classic. A river that 
takes you from the coast to the mountains 
(or vice versa), from Amsterdam all the way 
to Basel, in the Swiss Alps, passing through 
Germany with calls in France, including 
the cultured EU capital Strasbourg. It is a 
fairytale world of castles, medieval towns 
and grandiose scenery; perhaps surprisingly 
some of the most dramatic is the flatlands of 
the Netherlands, not least the eerie beauty of 
the windmills at the Unesco-listed Kinderdijk. 
In fact this route is a Unesco feast with the 
castle-strewn stretch around the German 
towns of Koblenz and Rüdesheim, and 
Speyer’s 11th-century Romanesque cathedral. 
Cologne is a great place to wander, whether 
along the riverfront beer houses and cafés or 
to the towering Gothic cathedral. As the river 
winds amid vineyard terraces and historic 
riverside towns, the views are constantly 
surprising – the hills and the mountains 
beyond the Black Forest are a delight. This 
is a river where history is everything, where 
another cathedral will soon be coming into 
view and where excursions can even feature 
a cuckoo clock-making demonstration 
alongside trips to medieval marvels.

GETTING THERE
An eight-day Castles Along the 
Rhine cruise on Uniworld’s S.S. 
Antoinette departing on 19 October 
2014 costs from £2,949pp. Price 
includes flights, excusions and 
transfers. Visit titantravel.co.uk
or call 0800 988 5867.

RIVER CRUISES SPECIAL

Left: Windmills in Kinderdijk, Netherlands

Rhine

http://titantravel.co.uk
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The Rhône is the pathway to the sun, connecting the edge 
of the towering Alps with the south coast, a journey that is 
sun-drenched and sultry, passing vineyard-covered hills and 
exquisite towns. Highlights include the Unesco-listed city of 
Lyon, the Roman ruins of Arles, classical Avignon with its 
partial bridge and the nearby Roman aqueduct of Pont du 
Gard before reaching the Camargue Delta with its bird life 
and white horses. And then there’s the wine; pass through 
the Burgundy and Beaujolais wine regions, with tours of 
estates and, of course, tastings. The Seine flows from the heart 
of Paris to the sea at the medieval port of Honfleur where 
the scenery veers from Parisian chic to the Channel estuary, 
meandering between fields and bluffs, passing châteaux, 
farms and pretty villages. En route is Rouen with its Gothic 
cathedral (immortalised by artist Claude Monet), from where 
many cruises start or end. On the stretch from Paris to Rouen, 
there’s the village of Auvers-sur-Oise (once home to Vincent 
Van Gogh), Château de Malmaison, the estate of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, and Giverny, the house and gardens where Monet 
painted his Water Lilies. Even if your cruise ends at Rouen 
there are usually tours to Honfleur and the D-day beaches, 
where all eyes will be this summer for its 70th anniverary.

Clockwise, from facing page: Vergisson, Burgundy; the partial 
medieval Saint-Bénézet bridge, Avignon; coquilles Saint-Jacques

GETTING THERE
A 16-day Grand France cruise makes its way north 
on 11 August 2014 from the Côte d’Azur to Paris 
on Avalon Scenery and costs from £3,968pp. Price 
includes flights, transfers and all excursions. Visit 
avaloncruises.co.uk or call 0800 668 1801.
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This cruise through the wine country takes 
in three tranquil southern French rivers 
through the heartland of Saint-Émilion, 
Pomerol, Sauternes, Médoc and Margaux as 
well as calling at the warm, inviting, wine-
loving city of Bordeaux. The Dordogne and 
the Garonne feed into the Gironde which 
becomes much wider as you cruise towards 
riverside Pauillac in the Médoc region. A call 
at Libourne on the Dordogne sets you up for 
an excursion into the town of Saint-Émilion, 
a Unesco-protected spot where medieval 
streets have wine caves carved beneath them. 
This is the south-west of France at its best, a 
land of rolling hills – most of them covered 
in regimented vineyards and topped with a 
château. Yet it’s packed with history – don’t 
miss Blaye’s 17th-century citadel sitting on a 
rock beside the river and incorporating the 
ruins of a Gothic château housing the tomb 
of Charibert II, king of Aquitaine. Wine is 
central to things in this region and there are 
plenty of vineyard tours with tastings and 
even dinner at a château, but you don’t have 
to be an expert – just someone who loves the 
ambiance of this spectacular part of France.

Downwards, from top Left: Saint Émilion,  
Bordeaux; Château de Beynac, Dordogne

GETTING THERE
A 11-day Bordeaux cruise through 
the Médoc and Cognac regions with 
Scenic Tours departs 27 July 2015 
and costs from £4,245pp (including 
flights). No-fly options are available. 
For more info visit scenictours.co.uk 
or call 0800 566 8777. 
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You may not know the name but 
A-ROSA is set to take the British river 
cruising market by storm. Thanks 

to a partnership with Titan, renowned for 
bringing you exceptional cruise experiences, 
you can now choose from an incredible 
range of itineraries travelling on board the 
German cruise line’s luxury ships – and take 
advantage of Titan’s award-winning VIP 
Home Departure Service.

The A-ROSA fleet is a sophisticated 
collection of four ships, distinguished by its 
red rose livery. The ships carry an average 
of only 175 passengers ensuring an intimate 
setting on board, and highlights include 
the SPA-ROSA, where you can indulge in 
a range of pampering treatments; exquisite 
cuisine; and a selection of enchanting shore 
excursions. Add in spacious staterooms with 
large picture windows or French balconies 
and complimentary robes, slippers and wifi, 
and you have all the ingredients for a truly 
relaxing European river cruise.

You can also choose from a selection of 
exciting shore excursions including hiking 
in the Black Forest and bicycle rides through 
Roman towns.

And included in the price of your cruise is 
Titan’s peerless VIP Home Departure Service, 

Escape 
Acclaimed river cruise line A-ROSA offers all-inclusive itineraries on English-speaking ships 
 - a delightful way to enjoy Europe’s most picturesque cities and waterways

THE ORDINARY

Clockwise, from 
left: Valley of the 
Rhône river near 
Viviers, Ardèche;  
A-ROSA Silva;  
a Deluxe Cabin on 
board A-ROSA Flora

Go online: For more on Titan/A-ROSA visit 

www.titantravel.co.uk 
0808 102 0215

providing door-to-door holiday transfers, 
complimentary porterage and airport 
assistance. There’s no better way to begin 
your river cruise.

HIGHLIGHTS OF BELGIUM 
AND THE NETHERLANDS
This exciting new itinerary, which travels to 
and from Cologne by coach, is a wonderful 
experience for those who prefer not to fly or 
who want a more leisurely way to start their 
holiday. Once in Cologne you will join your 
ship, the A-ROSA Viva, before setting sail up 
the Rhine towards the Netherlands. 

This delightful eight-day cruise introduces 
you to some of the highlights that both the 
Netherlands and Belgium have to offer: 
from the unique atmosphere of Amsterdam; 
beautiful Bruges with its wonderful chocolate 
delights; to the diamonds of Antwerp, these 
gems are just waiting to be explored. Prices 
for the cruise departing on 28 June 2014  
start at £1,495.

PORTRAITS OF THE RHÔNE 
This eight-day itinerary takes you through the 
sun-drenched vineyards and tranquil cities 
of Burgundy and Provence. From Lyon, you 
journey north to Chalon-sur-Saône before 

heading back south through the delightful 
historical cities of Tournus, Mâcon, Vienne, 
Avignon and Arles. Optional excursions  
allow you to discover Dijon, the ‘City of 
Dukes’, the religious significance of Cluny 
and the geological wonders of the Ardèche. 
Cruises depart on 18 October 2014 and 
prices begin at £1,225.  

PROMOTION

Door to door transfers
Scheduled international flights
The service of a Titan tour manager
Free return regional flights

YOUR HOLIDAY INCLUDES:

http://www.titantravel.co.uk
http://cruise-international.com


The Mekong is a world of jungles and paddy 
fields, bustling villages and floating markets, 
ancient temples and colonial-style mansions. 
Mekong Delta cruises are between Ho Chi 
Minh City (formerly Saigon), Vietnam, and 
Kampong Cham, Cambodia, with its many 
temples while some even manage to travel 
all the way up to Siem Reap in Cambodia, 
crossing Tonle Sap (Great Lake), which 

becomes an inland sea after the rains. 
Must-sees are the Angkor Wat temple, the 
Cambodian capital, Phnom Penh, with 
its French-style riverfront and the Killing 
Fields, where thousands of Kymer Rouge 
victims died. Many cruises involve flying into 
Vietnam’s capital, Hanoi, for grand cultural 
experiences including ox-cart rides, blessings 
by monks and unspoiled verdant scenery.

GETTING THERE
The 15-day Magnificent Mekong 
cruise from Ho Chi Minh City to 
Hanoi travels through Vietnam and 
Camdodia on the Mekong river.
The cruise departs on 24 July 2014 
and costs from £3,499pp. For more 
information visit vikingrivercruises.
co.uk or call 0800 319 6660.

This picture: Monks in saffron robes  
at Angkor Wat, Cambodia

MEkong

http://vikingrivercruises.co.uk
http://vikingrivercruises.co.uk
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GETTING THERE
A 14-day Imperial China cruise 
with APT from Beijing to Shanghai 
departs 12 August 2014 and costs from 
£3,295pp. Price includes flights and 
second person flies for free. For more 
information visit apttouring.co.uk or 
call 0800 012 6005.

A river, wide and deep, that manages to look 
both wild and far-flung as it passes though 
mighty gorges and across the vast Dongting 
Lake. The Three Gorges region runs for 
150 miles – visit the Dam, China’s biggest 
engineering project since the Great Wall. Small 
boats take you along the Lesser Three Gorges; 
verdant, cloud-cloaked mountainsides where 
you can see the hanging coffins of the Ba people 
and the ancient plank road carved into the 
cliffside. Excursions include ancient temples, 
a tour of Snow Jade Cave – an underground 
labyrinth of caverns – and the unmissable 
pandas of Chongqing Zoo. Typically, cruises 
visit Shanghai and Beijing, with jaunts to the 
terracotta warriors of X’ian.

RIVER CRUISES SPECIAL

Yangtze

http://apttouring.co.uk


THERE IS NO OTHER RIVER CRUISE LIKE THIS, THROUGH AMERICA’S
PIONEER HISTORY AND SOME OF ITS MOST DRAMATIC SCENERY
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This picture: American EmpressP
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A cruise on paddlewheel steamer American Empress along 
the Columbia and Snake Rivers takes you through some of the 
Pacific Northwest’s most dramatic scenery, says Nick Dalton

THROUGH IT
A river runs
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RIVER CRUISES SPECIAL

Left-right, from 
facing page:
Columbia Gorge, 
Oregon; Bridge of 
the Gods, Oregon; 
Bighorn sheep;
the paddlewheel

From the Bridge of the Gods I 
look back and see American 
Empress pristine and white 

against the towering backdrop. We’re 
in the Columbia River Gorge and 
never has a pretty little paddlewheel 
steamer looked so out of place.

The bridge, a 20th-century structure 
that looks like a Meccano model, 
connects the states of Washington 
and Oregon, crossing Cascade Locks; 
one of many that the steamboat passes 
on its journey west in the footsteps of 
explorers Lewis and Clark.

Like so much on our voyage it’s 
a place of history. In 1927, shortly 
after his groundbreaking transatlantic 
flight, aviator Charles Lindbergh 
barnstormed under it in his plane 
Spirit of St Louis. Bridge of the Gods 
gets its name from a natural stone arch 
that was said to cross the river on this 
spot hundreds of years ago.

We cross the modern version in 
our luxury coach, on a free excursion 
to nearby Bonneville Dam, one of 
more than 50 hydroelectric projects 
on the river’s 1,253-mile journey from 
Canada to the Pacific. Here we see 
huge generators and the fish ladder, 
where through windows we watch 
salmon struggling upstream to spawn.

There is no other river cruise like 
this; a journey through American 
pioneer history and some of the 
continent’s most dramatic scenery,  
on board a discreet, elegant riverboat.

Railroad tracks run both sides of the 
river carrying long freight trains and the 
occasional Amtrak passenger service.

Our cruise actually starts in 
Richland, Washington, as the Snake is 
off-limits due to work on its locks. The 
scenery is rolling countryside dotted 
with cherry trees and newly-planted 
vineyards. But it’s not like this for 
long, as sandy canyon walls start to 
rise and we’re in Western scenery  
– cowboy territory.

This is a ‘shrub-steppe’ 
environment, an area that’s little 
more than a desert with minimal 
rainfall and vegetation. It’s a dramatic 
backdrop and seems to get bigger by 
the moment. Even the dams are super- 
sized – John Day Dam has a single 
110ft-drop and was once the world’s 
tallest until the completion of the 
Three Gorges on the Yangtze in China.

The gorge is 80 miles long and 
cuts through the Cascade Mountains 
and the scenery changes almost by 
the minute. I go to bed in a dry, 

dusty Western setting but I wake to 
find forested mountains, peaks lost 
in the dark rainclouds of the Pacific 
Northwest. It’s a temperate rain forest 
although it would be easy to believe 
that you were in the fjords.

We dock in The Dalles (it means 
rapids), an Oregon town that occupies 
the land between river and mountains. 
On the opposite bank there are 
strangely contorted peaks covered in 
lush, low vegetation.

As I’m told by many people 
including the enthusiastic “riverlorian” 
Lawrence Cotton – font of all river 
knowledge – the strange, unrivalled 
topography was carved out in the last 
Ice Age. Ice had created a bottleneck in 
what was already a valley, forming a 
vast lake hundreds of feet deep. The 
ice melted and the waters rushed 
through – a process thought to have 
happened about 100 times. 

http://cruise-international.com


IT WAS HERE THAT THE EXPLORERS LEWIS AND CLARK WERE
FOXED BY THE MOUNTAINS AND TOOK TO THEIR CANOES
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The cruise offers free hop-on 
hop-off tours and here I get to see the 
riverside Columbia Gorge Discovery 
Centre, with exhibitions on prehistoric 
animals, the river’s importance and 
Lewis and Clark. It was here that 
they were foxed by the mountains 
and took to their canoes. Other stops 
include a local museum and a little, 
timber building, the oldest surviving 
courthouse west of the Mississippi.

Afternoons are time for ‘premium’ 
(ie paid-for) excursions and I opt for 
the Western Antique Aeroplane & 
Automobile Museum. It’s a loquacious 
name for a charming place run by 
chatty old folk, some of whom have 
flown planes off roofs and done all 
sorts of daredevil stuff. There are over 
100 planes and many more cars.

It’s just outside the town of Hood 
River, a pretty red brick place that’s 
home to the Full Sail microbrewery as 
well as winery tasting rooms and cute 
cafés. The river balloons out here and 
the open waters are one of the world’s 
leading windsurfing spots. It’s only a 
short drive from 1,000ft Mt Hood, a 
snow-capped dormant volcano – and 
only the weather stops me taking a 
£100 plane flight around the mountain.

Next stop is Stevenson on the 
Washington bank, in sight of 
the Bridge of the Gods. After the 
Bonneville Dam our premium tour is 
a sightseeing tour along the Historic 
Columbia River Highway, Oregon’s 
first paved road, started in 1913, 
which meanders among the mountains. 
High point, in every sense, is Crown 
Point at 733ft with views over the now 
wide river valley from Art Deco Vista 
House, an early roadside rest stop. 
There are also seven giant waterfalls, 

American Empress was built in 
2003, and originally served as 
Empress of the North before being 
rescued by the American Queen 
Steamboat Company.

American Empress entered 
service in April 2014, sailing 
between Clarkston on the Snake 
River tributary and Portland, 
with capacity for 224 guests. 
Itineraries include a night in the 
early 20th-century Davenport 
hotel, near to the Spokane Falls.

Ambiance is stylishly old-
world, the work of Florida-based 
Scottish designer David Kelly. 
Rooms combine the best of the 
past – rich wallpaper, ornate 
mirrors – with modern essentials: 
flat screen TVs, pod coffee makers 
and iPod docks. The shower 
room is a good size and all 
balconies have chairs and a table.

Cuisine is local: salmon hash for 
breakfast, salmon salad for lunch 
and smoked salmon at dinner. 

As well as the main restaurant, 
River Grill is a casual breakfast and 
lunch alternative. In the evening 
it serves lobster, crab, steaks and 
Denver lamb. There’s no extra 
charge, and on full sailing guests 
are guaranteed two reservations. 
Wine is free with meals.

The Paddlewheel Bar has views 
through the wheel, serves beer 
from microbreweries and spirits 
from small distilleries. There’s also 
evening piano entertainment.

AMERICAN EMPRESS

topped by 611ft Multnomah Falls, in 
eight scenic miles.

Soon after sailing under Bridge of 
the Gods the gorge comes to an end 
and the scenery mellows as American 
Empress serenely approaches the 
city of Portland. Here the ship passes 
under roads and railroads, with even 
a bridge rising in salute. Although 
this is the final destination, the cruise 
first heads out to Astoria, only 11 
miles from the coast. The scenery 
has grown wild again in that rugged 
West Coast way and the river widens 
to accommodate sea vessels, even the 
occasional Alaska-going cruise ship.

This is where Lewis and Clark’s 
expedition ended, with them wintering 
here in 1805-06 and a tour visits 
various related sites including the spot 
where they had their holiday home.

Portland is the perfect end to 
our expedition across the Pacific 
Northwest; a vibrant, arty city full of 
hip bars, restaurants and lots of music 
and theatre. As one of the trendiest 
cities west of the Mississippi it mirrors 
the style of American Empress while 
being the ultimate counterpoint to the 
primeval scenery we’ve enjoyed. 

Left-right, from 
facing page: 
Columbia Gorge 
and River; Astoria 
Column, Oregon; 
White Stage 
Portland, Oregon; 
the magnificent 
Multnomah Falls; 
the American 
Empress lounge 

GETTING THERE
Light Blue Travel has a seven-
night cruise with one night 
pre-cruise hotel stay from £3,495 
including flights, transfers, 
and excursions. Call 01223 
568904, visit lightbluetravel.
co.uk. For more on Oregon go 
to traveloregon.com, and for 
Washington, experiencewa.com.

RIVER CRUISES SPECIAL

http://lightbluetravel.co.uk
http://lightbluetravel.co.uk
http://traveloregon.com
http://experiencewa.com
http://cruise-international.com


Reuben’s childhood arthritis left him struggling to 
walk, play sport or keep up with friends. Sparks’ 
research is helping to ensure children like Reuben 
achieve their full potential.

Sparks, improving quality of life today and 
diagnosis and treatment in the future.

Find out how you can support Sparks at
www.sparks.org.uk/fundraising

Our research saves lives… 
so can you

www.facebook.com/sparkspage
Registered charity number 1003825 (England and Wales), SCO39482 (Scotland)

ST HELENA  |  ASCENSION  |  CAPE TOWN

ROYAL MAIL SHIP ST HELENA

To order a copy call 020 7575 6480 or visit www.rms-st-helena.com
NEW BROCHURE OUT NOW

http://www.sparks.org.uk/fundraising
http://www.facebook.com/sparkspage
http://www.rms-st-helena.com
http://www.hfholidays.co.uk
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Got a question about cruise holidays? Get in touch with 
our experts at info@cruise-international.com

P
H

O
T

O
S

: ©
 C

E
L

E
B

R
IT

Y
 C

R
U

IS
E

S
/S

IL
V

E
R

S
E

A
/C

R
Y

S
TA

L
 C

R
U

IS
E

S

A. Crystal Cruises has an exciting enrichment programme for children, kids’ menus in the 
dining rooms, interconnecting cabins and trained staff running their well-organised clubs. 
There’s also their renowned Computer University@Sea lab, which caters for families. Celebrity 
offers luxury with the mantra ‘happy children equals happy parents’. Their Fun Factory hosts 
daily activities from 9am until 10pm, for both kids and teenagers, with everything from 
crafts to karaoke, plus teen-only late-night dances and the latest gaming consoles. Youth 
programmes are supervised by experienced counsellors, leaving you to enjoy some time out. 
Cunard also provides excellent children’s facilities with The Play Zone for kids, and The Zone 
for teenagers. Activities include air hockey, discos and movie nights and nurseries are staffed 
by qualifi ed British nannies. Regent Seven Seas Cruises’ Club Mariner also keeps children 
aged from fi ve to 17 entertained on board whilst you relax in style. Julie Peasgood  

A. Cruise holidays offer a smorgasbord of 
culinary delights – you can eat in top quality 
restaurants (some run by celebrity chefs) at a 
fraction of the price (usually a cover charge) 
it would cost for a similar meal on land. Try 
Asian dishes with a twist in Oceania Cruises’ 
award-winning Red Ginger restaurant. 
The Wine Maker’s Dinner on board Royal 
Princess is exquisite and made for foodies 
while I defy anyone not to fall in love with 
the warm melting chocolate cake on board 
Carnival’s ships. I had it two nights in a row 
(calories don’t count at sea, right?) Liz Jarvis

A. All cruise lines include accommodation, 
meals and transport from port to port for the 
price of a ticket, but some go even further. 
You can live a Champagne lifestyle on 
SeaDream Yacht Club’s 
two boutique ships, where 
gourmet meals include 
wine and the bars offer 
selected alcohol free, with 
gratuities included. 
Upmarket Silversea also 
includes gratuities, drinks 
at meals and in the bar, 
plus complimentary 
shoreside events on 
selected voyages. Luxury 
line Crystal Cruises offers 
free alcoholic drinks and 
gratuities, but a cheaper 
alternative is Thomson’s 
Island Escape, which has 
free all-inclusive upgrades 
on selected holidays. Traditional British cruise 
line Fred. Olsen also has all-inclusive packages 
on selected cruises. Deborah Stone 

Is it possible to find a luxury cruise that caters
for families? We don’t want to compromise on quality

but we want the kids to have fun, too.

Trying out exciting and
experimental cuisine is

one of our favourite things
to do when we’re on a
holiday. Which cruise lines
have the best food?

We’re looking for an 
all-inclusive cruise 

holiday suitable for
couples. What cruise line
would you recommend for
the best experience?

This issue’s experts

Q

QQ

ASK THE Experts
A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S

Deborah Stone is an 
award-winning writer 

and Contributing 
Editor for Cruise 

International

Liz Jarvis is a well-
known travel expert 

and the Editor of 
Cruise International

Julie Peasgood is a TV 
presenter, travel expert 

and Contributing 
Editor for Cruise 

International

http://mailot:info@cruise-international.com


CLEARWATER
Lightweight, quick adventure-ready footwear built to protect  

your toes as you jump, scramble and dive into summer.

SIZE ‘EM UP AT KEENFOOTWEAR.COM OR YOUR LOCAL RETAILER

http://keenfootwear.com
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Deception Island in the Antarctic with 

Compagnie du Ponant. David Newson

CRUISEGallery

SEND US YOUR CRUISE HOLIDAY SNAPS 
AND YOU COULD WIN A BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE 
Send us your pictures and 
we’ll feature them on cruise-
international.com, plus we’ll print 
a selection in the magazine every 
issue – and the star photo will 
win a bottle of Champagne. 
How to enter:
Send your photo, with your 
name, email address, phone 
number and a brief description 
of the picture via:

Email: info@cruise-
international.com
Facebook: Upload onto 
facebook.com/
cruiseinternational
Online: cruise-
international.com
Or post to: Cruise Gallery, 
Cruise International, 
Jubilee House, 2 Jubilee 
Place, London, SW3 3TQ.

We invite you to send us your favourite photos from your cruise 

C R U I S E  A N D
  S TAY  U S A 

N E W  S H I P S 

W I N  A 
  L U X U R Y
  H O L I D AY

C R U I S E  P H O T O S

NEXT 
ISSUE 
on sale 
4 July 

Hurtigruten’s MS Nordkapp in 

Tromsø, Norway. Will Pearce

Our Thomson ship docked in Corsica.

 Steph Melia

Sailing into Geirangerfjord, Norway on board Brilliance of the Seas.  
Liz Denton

Stretching out on the top deck of the new 
Emerald Sky on the Rhine. Roxy Cameron

S TA R  P H O T O

The pretty Norwegian Getaway docked in Miami. Sarah Johnson

mailto:info@cruise-international.com
mailto:info@cruise-international.com
http://cruise-international.com
http://cruise-international.com
http://cruise-international.com
http://cruise-international.com
http://cruise-international.com
http://facebook.com/cruiseinternational
http://facebook.com/cruiseinternational
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The godmother to Emerald 
Waterways’ ships reveals a few of 

her favourite destinations

Mauritius is an extraordinary place with the 
sweetest people I’ve ever met. For me, the most 
amazing thing about travelling is meeting people 
from different cultures. You just learn so much. 

Travel broadens the 
mind, and I’m lucky 
that I’ve seen most of 
the world. The only 
place I haven’t been, 
and I do want to go, is 
South America. I’ll get 
there one day.

Twiggy
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I first went to Japan 
in the 60s; I love 
it there – it’s so 
different and exciting. 

I think my favourite city, other 
than London, is definitely New 
York. When you’re an actor 
or a performer you go where 
the work is so I lived in LA 
for a while and in New York 
for the three years that I was 
performing on Broadway. It’s 
an amazing place.

C E L E B R I T Y  T R AV E L S

Sealed with a Kiss 
by Rachael Lucas  
(Macmillan, £6.99)
What better way to 
start again after being 
dumped than taking a 
new job on a remote 
Scottish island? But 
Kate soon finds out 
that island life takes  
a lot of getting used 
to in this charming, 
romantic novel. 

Breathing Out by 
Karen Hockney (£7.99, 
amazon.com)
In a moving, honest 
account, writer Karen 
Hockney tells of her 
battle with cancer as 
an Englishwoman living 
in the south of France – 
struggling against both 
an unknown illness and 
the health system of  
a foreign country. 

The Kabul Beauty 
School by Deborah 
Rodriguez (Little 
Brown, £7.99) A 
sequel to The Little 
Coffee Shop of Kabul, 
this enchanting 
tale focuses on 
a community of 
women who form a 
beauty school in the 
difficult setting  
of Afghanistan. 

When I was 18 or 19, we 
travelled through the Black 
Forest. I really remember it 
well because it was just like 
driving through a fairy tale 
with all the castles. Being 
asked to be a godmother was 
the perfect excuse to say to 
the kids “right, we’re going 
down the Rhine.”

http://amazon.com
http://cruise-international.com


JAMIE OLIVER JOINS OUR 

CULINARY REVOLUTION

He’s one of Britain’s best-loved chefs, and it’s Jamie Oliver’s passion for authentic  

Italian cooking that drives the exciting menu at his hugely popular Jamie’s Italian ,  

which is now part of our revolutionary Dynamic Dining experience on Quantum Class. 

As the award-winning chef brings his famous Italian restaurant to the sea for the first 

time ever, guests from around the globe are sure to be WOWed!

DYNAMIC DINING 

Dynamic Dining is a new world of culinary exploration onboard Royal Caribbean’s 

Quantum Class. It’s dining at sea reimagined to give you more distinct options  

plus total flexibility to share your own delectable journey. The main dining room is  

no more. There are no set dining times, no assigned seats, no required formal nights.  

Instead let your appetite be your guide, as 18 tantalising possibilities lay before you.

Visit royalcaribbean.co.uk/dining for further details.

0844 493 3005 | ROYALCARIBBEAN.CO.UK | CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

http://royalcaribbean.co.uk/dining
http://royalcaribbean.co.uk


NORWEGIANS HAVE 
MORE CHOICE.
 
NORWEGIANS CRUISE LIKE NO OTHER PEOPLE ON EARTH. WITH MORE CHOICE OF 
WHAT TO SEE AND DO, NORWEGIANS DO IT THEIR WAY. 

WE CALL IT FREESTYLE CRUISING®. YOU MIGHT JUST CALL IT YOUR BEST HOLIDAY EVER.

•  Brand new Norwegian 
Getaway sailing the 
Caribbean year round

• Up to 29 dining choices

• Up to 22 bars and lounges

• World-class entertainment

• Accommodation to suit            
all tastes

• Luxurious spas &          
oceanview gyms

• Youth & teen programmes

• Exclusive family 
entertainment with 
NickelodeonTM*

THOUSANDS OF 
CHOICES, ALL OF 
THEM RIGHT.

NORWEGIAN CRUISE LINE 
HIGHLIGHTS:

*NickelodeonTM entertainment features on selected ships only. ©2014 NCL Corporation LTD Ship’s Registry: Bahamas and United States of America. 5398. 04.14

  

 EXPLORE:  www.ncl.co.uk

CALL:  0845 201 8900

NCL_UK              Norwegian Cruise Line UK

MEDITERRANEAN • BALTIC • CARIBBEAN & BAHAMAS • HAWAI’I • ALASKA • PANAMA CANAL

http://www.ncl.co.uk

