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This month we’re hoping to take you out of 
your comfort zone a little, and try to help 
you take your family tree as far back 
as you can. There seems to be an image in 
people’s minds that before parish registers 
the records available to family historians 
seemingly fall off a cliff, unless you’re 
descended from royalty. However,  
this couldn’t be further from the truth!

It’s true that it helps if you have links to 
the upper classes who were well documented, but actually the odds 
of you finding one are excellent. Even if you go back 20 generations 
you mathematically have over one million direct ancestors, so you’re 
extremely likely to find a few branches that will be 
recorded in some of the detailed documents created by the 
heralds, Inquisitions post mortem or even Domesday Book in 1086. 

And even for the vast majority of our ancestors who were humble  
Ag Labs or workers, there are surprisingly detailed records you can 
easily obtain that shed light on their lives and can help you go back  
to the next generation and beyond! 

Our promise to you…
 
JArgon-frEE AdvICE
We strive to make family history 
accessible to everyone by providing 
clear, easy-to-follow guides

ExPErt knowlEdgE
Our writers are experienced family 
historians, whose aim is to help you 
get further with your own research

vAluE for monEy
every issue, we cram in the  
best advice, your real-life stories,  
the latest news and reviews,  
and much more besides

wE lIstEn to you
We want to share your family  
history experiences, and hear  
your views on the magazine

Adam Rees editor
adam.rees@futurenet.com
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42 Fifty one flights
Believing that World War ii would 
be a flash in the pan, our reader’s 

father left new Zealand in search of 
excitement. Was it as he imagined?
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Recent features on old occupations have certainly 
struck an ancestral chord with these readers

WWI: A LOOK  
frOm neW AngLes

Battlefield tours of WWI – a view 
from both sides. www.

visitbattlefields.co.uk/tours/bft/
fritz-and-tommy-a-view-from-

both-sides/itinerary 
#WWICentenary

@almurray

Tottenham, is shown 
as a “whalebone 
finisher”, so I 
assume they had 
met in the romantic 
surroundings of 
the whalebone 
factory! Annie had 
started working in 
1905 when she was 
just 12 years old, 

scraping whalebone strips 
from 8am until 7.30pm for a 
mere four shillings a week.

The photograph is of  
the actual tool that William 

used in the whalebone 
factory for measuring 
whalebone and 
was sent to me by 

William’s grandson 
Norrie Doyle.
There was a 

whalebone cutting factory in 
the Bow area called Devine & Co, 

but I don’t know if William and 
Annie worked there or if there 
were other such factories in  
the area. Maybe some of  
your readers might 
know of other 
whalebone 
factories in the 
Tottenham 
area and if  
so I’d love  
to hear  
from them.

Yours 
sincerely,
Glyn Evans,  
via email 

Through the glass
I read with great interest 
your article in issue 138 on 
glassmaking. My family came 
form Sunderland and my father 
worked in a glassworks there. 
However, in 1937 when I was 

about six months old, we moved 
to Gateshead where my father 
got a job in George Davidson’s, 
which produced quality pressed 
glass, and he worked there until 
the early 1960s. I can remember 
sometimes taking his sandwiches 
down to the factory as we only 
lived a short distance away. The 
man on the gate knew me so  
he let me go into the factory to  
give them to my dad. Can you 

imagine that happening 
these days? 

I saw my father 
doing his job 
and how hot 
it was. I also 
remember 
they used 
to send the 

apprentices to 
the pub to get 

their cans filled 
with beer to quench 

their thirsts, another thing 
wouldn’t be allowed nowadays. 

When the Glass Centre 
opened in Sunderland I took my 
grandchildren and was able to 
tell them what was happening 
as I had witnessed it in my youth. 
I enjoyed the article very much 

Every month our 
Editor, Adam, replies  
to your letters on 
everything to do  

with family history.

Whale of a time
I was interested to read  
the Whalers article 
in the March 
issue (YFT 139), 
particularly the 
“Whale derived 
commodities in 
Victorian Britain” 
boxout. Although 
I haven’t found any 
whalers among my 
ancestors, I have 
found that one 
of my maternal 
grandmother’s 
younger brothers, 
William Francis 
Chase, worked as a 
“whalebone cutter”. 

William was born 
on 4 December 
1881 at 4 Peter 
Street, Bromley 
by Bow, but by the 
time of the 1901 
Census the Chase 
family had moved 
to 113 Poynton 
Road, Tottenham. 
In that census his 
occupation is listed 
as “whalebone 
cutter”, as it was in the  
1911 Census, by which  
time the family was living  
at 9 Hartington  
Road, Tottenham. 

On 1 September 
1914 he married 
Annie Charlotte 
Elizabeth Mulady at 
the Register Office  
in Edmonton. 

On their marriage 
certificate Annie, who had 
been living at 38 Parkhurst Road, 

“Annie had started working 
in 1905 when she was just 12 
years old, scraping whalebone 
strips from 8am until 7.30pm 
for a mere four shillings a week”

Popular Reader Glyn Evans was 
fascinated by the article on whaling as his 
grandmother’s brother used to work in a 
whalebone factory, using the tool shown
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Forumfacts
Your Family Tree readers comment on issues that matter.  
To join in and post your findings online visit our forum  
at www.yourfamilytreemag.co.uk/yft-forum

guy  Anguline Research Archives have started a campaign to 
get historic birth, marriage and death registers open to the 
public without having to purchase certified copies. See the 
reasoning behind it on Facebook at www.facebook.com/pages/
Anguline-Research-Archives/94765005946.

Lizzie31  Not sure if anyone else would be interested in this 
World War I centenary quilt. I am thinking of doing a square 
for my great-grandfather who was killed in WWI. I don’t 
know if anyone else would like to do a square? You can find 
out more details at www.spanglefish.com/
FirstWorldWarCentenaryQuilt/index.asp.

familyHistoryAddict  Hi folks, did you know you can now 
add relatives from the Scottish, Canadian and USA censuses 
for 1881 (1880)? 
   Also, you can add relatives for the UK’s 1841 Census and 
the 1911 Census. Please add more relatives if you can as 
Peter Calver (owner/admin) of the site is trying to reach a 
goal for the amount of relatives added. 
   I added a load more names yesterday and got two new 
contacts. It’s worth giving it a go! 
   If you’re not a member, Peter sends out a newsletter every 
month that is really good. He recommends genealogy novels 
and websites. He recommended a Scottish website on his 
newsletter and I was able to add new people to my tree and 
children I wasn’t aware of. Great tip for those with Greenock 
relatives. www.lostcousins.com/pages/login.

digreen  Hello, I am researching the history of the hospital 
and the graves of the Royal Victoria Hospital and cemetery 
in Netley and would welcome any information that you may 
have – photos, documents or memories. Please take a look 
at my website and send me an email. I have a copy of the 
burial records if you would like a look-up, too. Thank you. 
Julie. www.netley-military-cemetery.co.uk.

YFT’s Skeleton in the Cupboard series  
is now available for your Kindle at  
Amazon (www.amzn.com/B0052U6RKK) 
and on your iPad or iPhone via the iTunes 
store. Get your copy of Skeletons in the 
Cupboard: 70 real life family history tales of 
criminal deeds, bed-hopping naughtiness 
and scandalous ancestors today!

Your Skeleton 
stories now  
in an eBook!

Letters – Your view
s

Skilled trade Reader Mary Dickson was also delighted with the article on 
glassmaking and recalls watching her dad working in a glass factory in Gateshead

and looked at the websites 
mentioned. My brother and I 
have some of Davidson’s glass, 
which are nice mementoes to keep. 

Thank you.
Mary Dickson, Gateshead

Both of these letters capture 
what’s so great about the 
Occupations features in the 
magazine. They’re extremely 
interesting historical articles in 
their own right, but if you’ve a 
family member involved in the 
trade, or one who lived in the 
community where it was 
prevalent, they can prove 
invaluable in terms of the 
information they provide. The 
whaling article was one I’ve 
wanted to cover for a long time. 
Although this cruel trade only 

existed in Britain for a short 
time it had a sizeable impact on 
port communities and, as Glyn 
shows, on other areas as well, 
like London. What’s more, as in 
Mary’s letter, ancestors who 
worked in substantial businesses 
may have left more than records 
behind, and I’m sure Mary and 
her brother treasure their glass 
mementoes. Thank you both for 
getting in touch. n

“Glass workers 
used to send the 
apprentices to the 
pub to get their 
cans filled with 
beer to quench 
their thirsts”
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Genealogy news

WDYTYA? Live highlights
event

A mateur and 
professional 
historians of every 

stripe once again flocked to 
the Who Do You Think You 
Are? Live show at London’s 
Olympia exhibition hall in 
February. This remains the 
biggest event of its kind in 
the world, and we were 
delighted to meet so many  
of you at the Your Family 
Tree stand.

This year saw a change from 
running Friday to Sunday to  
a Thursday start instead.  
Many exhibitors felt that  
the Thursday in particular 
was rather quiet but things 
warmed up on Friday and on 
Saturday at times one could 

and The National Archives. 
The dedicated stream of WWI 
workshops in SoG Studio 4 
also proved popular.”

In past years the data 
websites vied conspicuously 
with each other over major 
new collection launches, but 
in recent times this trend has 
waned. TheGenealogist, 
however, was keen to 
highlight the release of tithe 
commutation records, not to 
mention its volunteer-powered 
gravestone transcription 
project, hundreds of 
thousands more parish 
records and a new mobile  
app for its TreeView system.

Perhaps the biggest data 
announcement came from the 
General Register Office of 
Northern Ireland (GRONI), 
which was demonstrating its 
forthcoming online search 

hardly move for the throng. 
The official figures suggest 
little variation between the 
days: 4,253, 4,353 and 4,522 
for Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday respectively. This 
was a total of just over 13,000 
– a little down on the previous 
year, but still impressive.

As usual the many talks and 
workshops were packed out. 
Celebrities present included 

GRONI leads announcements with forthcoming release 
of Northern Ireland BMD records

Natasha Kaplinsky, Colin 
Jackson, Larry Lamb, Dan 
Snow and Tony Robinson, all 
of whom proved a great draw 
– but the many expert sessions 
such as those run by the 
Society of Genealogists (http://
tinyurl.com/sog2014ho has  
many of the speakers’ 
handouts) were perhaps  
what most people were  
keen to grab a seat for.

The centenary of World 
War I was of course an 
important theme in the 
military history area upstairs. 
The show’s director, Andy 
Healy, commented: “The 
response was phenomenal 
with queues all day reported 
by the Imperial War Museums 

Steady Official figures show 
that just over 13,000 people 

visited the WDYTYA? Live 
show this year

“Official figures 
show 4,253, 4,353 
and 4,522 for 
Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday 
respectively”

The latest developments in family history research



Popular There was a huge interest 
at the show for the centenary of World 
War I, including the stand for Lives of  
the First World War

Interest The Military Pavilion was 
full of re-enactors, including one man 
dressed as a Napoleonic-era rifleman
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Agenda – G
enealogy new

s

system for civil birth, marriage 
and death records. This is 
expected to launch in early 
April and will follow a similar 
model to that for Scottish 
records at ScotlandsPeople.gov.
uk – a free basic search of the 
indexes with paid-for access to 
enhanced searches (adding 
precise dates and details such 
as people’s ages) and then the 
actual BMD records that add 
details such as occupations 
and addresses. Note that both 
indexes and full records are 
restricted to ‘historic’ ones,  
ie births over 100 years ago, 
marriages over 75 years ago 
and deaths over 50 years ago.

Keep an eye on www.nidirect.
gov.uk/family-history for the 
launch of this site, and of 
course we’ll bring you more 
details in YFT soon.

Main show sponsor 
Ancestry.co.uk didn’t have  
any specific announcements, 
but that didn’t stop visitors 
crowding every computer 
terminal at the company’s 
busy stand throughout the 
three days of the show. 
Findmypast also avoided any 
big launches, but its sibling 

WDYTYA? Live 
travels north of  
the border

new location

Agenda – G
enealogy new

s

site the British Newspaper 
Archive was clearly very 
popular. DeceasedOnline, 
meanwhile, with its biggest 
stand yet at the show saw 
great interest in its recent 
addition of Kensal Green 
Cemetery records and the  
first batch of its major new 
Aberdeenshire collection.

However, one of the biggest 
surprise announcements, 
came from the show itself – a 
second show is to be held this 
year in Glasgow (see right). 
There were also rumours that 
the closure of Earl’s Court in 
London will put extra pressure 
on Olympia next year and the 
WDYTYA? Live show might 
move from its spring slot or its 
location, perhaps Birmingham. 
Either way, it will undoubtedly 
remain the highlight of the 
genealogical calendar. n

Event organisers announce a 
surprise move, in time to fit with 
Scotland’s Year of Homecoming

“DeceasedOnline 
attracted interest 
with its addition 
of Kensal Green 
Cemetery and 
Aberdeen records”
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There was a ripple of 
excitement across the 
WDYTYA? Live show this 
year as news broke of a 
second show to be held in 
Glasgow in August. This  
will be the first time in eight  
years of the show that it has 

ventured beyond London, 
and is well timed to fit in  
with Scotland’s Year of 
Homecoming 2014.

the new show will take 
place at the Scottish 
exhibition and 
conference centre 
in glasgow from 
friday 29 to 
Sunday 31 august 
this year. as with 
the London 
show, it will be 

packed with genealogy 
experts, free workshops,  
a celebrity theatre and 
specialist exhibitors.

george mackenzie, chair of 
the ancestral tourism group 
in Scotland, said: “in the uk 1.5 
million people are interested in 
finding out more about their 
ancestry and planning to visit 
Scotland in the next two years, 
so it’s fantastic news to hear 
this show will be coming to 
glasgow in 2014.”

tickets for who Do you 
think you are? Live Scotland 
and further details of the show 
will be available on the event’s 
dedicated website (www.
whodoyouthinkyouarelive.com), 
later in the year. n

“In the UK 1.5 
million people 
want to find out 
their ancestry 
and many plan 
to visit Scotland”

Exciting The 
show will be held 
in Glasgow’s 
impressive 
Scottish Exhibition 
Centre at the end 
of August this year
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Updates

ResoURce

online

Latest online 
collections

Scottish 
directory

Ancestry’s 
new records

Origins.net has added both the 
1891 Census and York Peculiars 
probate documents to its website; 
27 more newspapers have  
been added to the National 
Library of Wales’ Welsh 
Newspapers Online website 
(http://welshnewspapers.llgc.org.
uk); Essex Record Office has 
completed its online parish  
record collection, taking it  
to over 580,000 images; and 
ScotlandsPeople has added  
1885 Valuation Rolls. n

Direct Resources has released  
a new CD featuring data taken 
Slater’s 1852 directory of 
Roxburghshire, Ayrshire.  
There are over 2,000 records 
contained in the data that  
you can access using Works,  
Excel and text. Direct Resources 
is currently working on the  
next Scottish county, Lanarkshire, 
which will also include Glasgow. 
Go to www.direct-resources.
uk.com to order your copy  
and find more details. n

Ancestry.co.uk has added a raft  
of new records to its online 
collection, including over 300 
years of Caribbean records  
that date from 1590 onwards. 
Covering the whole region, the 
two million records include details 
of births, marriages, burials and 
deaths. Also new to the site are 
West Yorkshire Tax Valuations 
from 1910, which were compiled 
by the Government to calculate 
how much people who owned 
property needed to be taxed.  
You can search both of these,  
plus updated Surrey parish 
records and a 1908 Army  
List at www.ancestry.co.uk. n

Let’s have 
BMDs online!

RecoRds

Renewed campaign for English  
and Welsh civil registration records 
to be digitised

Campaigner Guy Etchells previously 
helped the early release of the 1911 
Census and 1939 NIR

Various previous 
Government plans to digitise 
the BMD records or at least 
make them more accessible 
have petered out, including 
the DoVE project that died in 
2008 and the Digitisation & 
Indexing project in 2010. The 
last word was in 2012 saying, 
“there are no current plans to 
resume this work”.

Mr Etchells believes there 
are no legal impediments to 
digitisation of these records 
and that with the support of 
family history organisations 
we should lobby our MPs. For 
further details visit www.
facebook.com/pages/Anguline-
Research-Archives/94765005946. n

W ith the recent 
announcement 
that Northern 

Ireland is to follow Scotland 
in the release of historic civil 
registration records online 
(see page six), a leading 
family history campaigner  
is calling for similar services 
in England and Wales.

Guy Etchells is already  
well known as a champion  
of family historians and a 
thorn in the side of the 
Government for his previous 
successes in helping to secure 
the early release of the 1911 

Census and the 1939 National 
Identity Register. Now he  
has set his sights on birth, 
marriage and death records 
with his ‘Open Historic 
Records Now’ campaign.

Mr Etchells explained at  
the Facebook page of his 
business Anguline Research 
Archives, that these records  
in fact used to be open to 
public inspection, until the 
General Register Office closed 
them to the public in 1898  
and local registry offices 
followed suit in 1974.  
His statement reads: 

“How is it that in a time when 
sensitive information is released 
after 30 years and may be viewed 
at The National Archives free of 
charge, records of birth marriage 
and death – even those 177 years 
old – must be purchased as 
certified copies?”

“Various previous 
Government 
plans to digitise 
BMD records 
have petered out, 
including DoVE”
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Latest WWI 
centenary news

events

Y et more World War I 
commemoration 
events have been 

announced, including a 
major exhibition from the 
National Museum of the 
Royal Navy in Portsmouth

This exhibition, Hear My 
Story, will recount the 
experiences of over 1,000  

exploring the lives and 
experiences of people from 
the North West of England 
during WWI.

You can keep up to date 
with all the WWI centenary 
events and programmes 
around the country with  
www.yourfamilytreemag.co.uk 
and our Facebook and  
Twitter pages. n

men and women in the Royal 
Navy over the last 100 years. 

A new temporary exhibition 
is also opening. Racing to War: 
The Royal Navy and 1914, is 
the first of a programme of  
special temporary exhibitions 
running until 2019 telling  
the story of the Navy’s role in 
WWI. For full details see www.
nmrn.org.uk.

Online international 
museum showcase Europeana 
has also launched a dedicated 
WWI portal at www.
europeana1914-1918.eu, which 
will feature 400,000 
documents from archives 

Royal Navy and Imperial War 
Museum North reveal details  
of ceremonial occasions

across Europe as well as more 
than 600 hours of unique 
WWI film material.

Manchester’s IWM  
North, part of Imperial  
War Museums, has its own 
centenary exhibition starting 
in April. From Street To 
Trench: A World War That 
Shaped A Region, is the largest 
exhibition ever created 

Labour Thousands of women worked in the factories making ammunitions  
and military hardware during World War I

Propaganda A still from 
the German film Heimkehr, 
which forms part of the 
Europeana archive

the great war

1914-18 u 100 YEARS
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Research You can use the  
download section of the YFT  
 website to work hand-in-hand with  
this issue’s articles version of the publishing 

package Serif PagePlus 10, 
previously sold for £99.99. 

This software will help you 
create beautiful documents, 
ranging from family 
newsletters to multi- 
chapter books, plus you  
can edit your photographs  
as you go. It can even help  
you publish to the web.

All this plus case studies, 
indexes and more online now! n

Go further  
with YFT’s 
digital 
resources
Find your Scottish 
ancestors, share your 
family history stories  
and more!

E very month 
you can find 
an exclusive 

collection of records on  
our website to help you get 
further with your family 
history research. 

This month, to help you 
find your kin in Dundee, you 
can download an index of 
Quaker births from across the 
whole of Scotland between 
1647 and 1875. The index 
includes the name of the 
individual, their parents’ 
names, the year of birth, 
monthly or other meeting 
record location, and the page 
number in the original record. 
The index is to the Digest of 

Quaker (The Religious Society 
of Friends) Births, Marriages 
and Deaths of Scotland, 
1647-1875. You can view  
the original in the National 
Records of Scotland. This 
resource is provided by 
Graham Maxwell Ancestry.

To help you share your 
family’s history with others, 
we’ve got a full unrestricted 

Step-by-step: Get your free issue resources
It’s now even easier to explore your software and genealogical sources every issue

1 Simply go to the Your Family Tree website 
and select downloads from the top menu, 

or type www.yourfamilytreemag.co.uk/category/
downloads into your browser. Once there 
you’ll be presented with a list of the most 
recent issues and what resources are available 
for each. In this case, click on the current  
issue downloads. 

2 You’ll be presented with a list of all the 
exclusive programs, ebooks and resources 

that link to articles in the issue. There are  
also interactive case studies, an article index 
and genealogy forms to aid your research. 
Each one has a description of what it contains 
and a download link at the end. Hover your 
mouse over the link you want and click. 

3The document will start to download 
automatically and either be saved directly 

to you via the downloads folder, or a location 
of your choosing. When the download has 
finished, locate it on your computer, open  
it up and begin accessing the genealogical data  
or using the software as normal. If you want 
another resource, simply repeat the process. 

EvEry articlE indExEd
Each month we upload a 
complete index of every 
article from all 141 issues 

to help you catch up! 

DownloaDs
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10 May 
Family History: Beyond  
the Internet
The Institute of Heraldic and 
Genealogical Studies,  79-82 Northgate,  
Canterbury,  Kent, CT1 1BA
Online resources can only get you so far 
in your research, and this one-day course 
will show you where to go next, looking 
at the treasures you can uncover in your 
local record office. Book your course at 
www.ihgs.ac.uk/courses/courses.php. 

11 May 1812 
Spencer Perceval  
is assassinated 
The Prime Minister was on his way into 
the House of Commons when John 
Bellingham drew a pistol and fatally 

shot him in the chest. Bellingham was 
a merchant who had been imprisoned 
in Russia, and after having his demands 
for compensation from the British 
Government rejected, took it upon 
himself to kill Perceval. Bellingham was 
hanged seven days later, and Spencer 
Perceval remains the only British PM  
to have been assassinated. 

15 May 1536 
Anne Boleyn sentenced  
to death
The second of Henry VIII’s six wives 
was found guilty of high treason, incest, 
witchcraft and adultery, although the 
debate still rages on how much truth 
there is in any of the charges. Her 
brother George, William Brereton, Sir 
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Find out what’s happening in your area  
during March through to April with our  
diary of events

What’s on...

9 May 1671

Thomas Blood 
tries to steal the 
Crown Jewels

I rish-born Thomas Blood initially served 
with Charles I’s Royalist troops at the  
start of the English Civil War, before 

swapping sides and becoming an ardent 
follower of Oliver Cromwell’s forces, for which 
he was rewarded with land. However, during 
the Restoration, Blood fled to Ireland, his lands 
were confiscated and he was left financially 
ruined. He attempted to exact revenge by 
making two attempts to kidnap the Duke of 
Ormonde in Dublin and London respectively, 
but while both failed Blood was never caught. 

Just six months after the latter attempt, Blood 
went to the Tower Of London, home of the Crown 
Jewels, and over the course of a few weeks, 
befriended the Master of the Jewel House. Aided 
by accomplices posing as his nephews, Blood 
deceived the Master and gained access to the 
Jewels, and flattening and sawing them in half  
to conceal them within their bags. 

However, guards intercepted the gang as they 
made their escape, Blood was captured and 
the stolen Jewels recovered. Remarkably, after 
questioned by King Charles II, Blood was not only 
royally pardoned but also given land in Ireland. n
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francis Weston and Henry norris were 
all found guilty of being involved with the 
Queen and were executed on 17 May, 
two days before anne Boleyn. Just 11 
days later Henry married his mistress 
Jane Seymour. 

16-18 May 
Researching Ancestors in 
British India
following on from the recent launch 
of the British in India collection in 
partnership with findmypast, the first 
ever three-day conference of the families 
in British India Society looks set to be 
an ideal gathering for those looking 
further into their roots in the Jewel 

of the Crown. find out more at www.
conference2014.fibis.org.

18 May
The Kent Fair
Lockmeadow Market Hall, Hart Street, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME16 8LW
With up to 100 stalls and an abundance 
of knowledge on kent research, this 
is a must for all family historians from 
the area. find out more at www.
familyhistoryfairs.org.

21 May 1917
CWGC is founded
Originally called the Imperial War Graves 
Commission, the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission was charged with 
maintaining the graves of British and 
empire troops who had fallen during 
WWI. The CWGC also erected  
and maintained memorials to the 
thousands who were lost at 
sea or who disappeared on 
the battlefields and were 
never seen again. you can 
search for the memorial 
or grave of your ancestor 
at the CWGC’s website 
(www.cwgc.org) and you can 
also find out more about the 
CWGC and how to locate  
your ancestors’ graves in  
next month’s issue. n

Agenda – G
enealogy new

s

T he centenary 
commemorations 
of World War I 

took centre stage at Who 
Do You Think You Are? Live 
2014. Upstairs in the Gallery 
Level an extra area of 
show space was opened to 
welcome back The National 
Archives and the Imperial 
War Museum alongside 
military genealogy 
specialists; expert advisors 
helping with specific WWI 
research questions and 
identifying memorabilia; 
plus battlefield tour guides 
and military museums.

The Imperial War Museum 
launched its enormous 
online project Lives of the 
First World War (www.
livesofthefirstworldwar.
org), which marries sources 
for those who took part in 
the war with crowd sourced 
stories of the individuals 
concerned. The project was 
launched at the show for 
attendees to register and test 
the site before it’s opened 
fully to public use in May. 

With TV historian 
Dan Snow as the project 
ambassador, it was my 
privilege to facilitate the 
keynote presentations from 
the IWM experts. They 
explained how the website 
is initially seeded with the 
records of the WWI medal 
cards, now made freely 
available, and to which 
many more sources will be 
added for those who served 
in the armed services, on the 
Home Front, and even those 
who objected to service. If 
you have diaries, photos 
and letters you can add to 
what is known about the 
individual. If you’re working 
on a community project to 
research or commemorate 
names recorded on a local 
war memorial you can also 
contribute that information 
to the community pages of 
the IWM website. 

This year’s show ran 
from Thursday to Saturday. 
Attendance figures over all 
pretty well matched last year 
but were much more evenly 

spread than previous shows, 
which ran from Friday to 
Sunday, with Sunday being 
noticeably quieter.

With at least seven 
opportunities to sit 
down and hear talks 
or presentations on the 
increased floor space, 
in addition to the SoG 
programme, the show itself 
never felt overcrowded and 
there was ample space to 
walk round to see the stands 
in the SoG Family History 
Show area as well as the 
more commercial areas.

There were plenty of 
new exhibitors. I was 
fascinated to see that Surrey 
Registration Service had 
permission to bring along 
original death registration 
volumes showing the death 
certificates of Charles 
Lutwidge Dodgson, better 
known by his pen name, 
Lewis Carroll. 

As usual the SoG couldn’t 
carry out its valuable 
partnership at the show 
without the dedication and 

hard work of our volunteers 
who work tirelessly over 
the three days, whether on 
our stands or in the Ask the 
Expert Area or as speakers. 

Wherever Who Do You 
Think You Are? Live 2015 
will take place, rest assured 
the SoG will be there. Our 
next event will be the new 
Who Do You Think You Are? 
Live Scotland, taking place 
at the Scottish Exhibition 
and Conference Centre in 
Glasgow from 29 -31 August 
2014. Any volunteers? n

By Else Churchill
Else is the 
Genealogist at the 
Society of 
Genealogists.  

For more information  
about the Society, go to  
www.sog.org.uk.

InsIde the soG by Else Churchill

Else looks back on some of the highlights of this 
year’s Who Do You Think You Are? Live, including 
the announcement of a new show in Scotland

“How you can add to the memory 
about your heroic forebears”



for the album

T his charming portrait of a 
young girl conforms to all 
the standard rules of studio 

portraiture in the 19th century – 
expression, pose, backdrops, 
accessories and lighting are all 
typical of their times. 

Unfortunately the photograph’s 
current owner, Sue White from 
Manchester, has no other information 
than that it comes from her father’s 
side of the family. She would be 
grateful for any information about  
a possible date to help her identify  
the unknown sitter. n
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Your old photographs analysed by  
our expert Audrey Linkman

Image  
from the past

By Audrey Linkman
audrey is a photographic 
historian and expert on family 
photography in britain from 
1839 to 1939. her book,  

The Victorians: Photographic Portraits, 
focuses on the Victorian family album.

Cartes de visite
Following its invention in Paris in 1854, the carte de visite appears to 
have impacted on the market in Britain from c1860. Together with  
the cabinet (introduced in 1866), the carte established itself as the 
bedrock of the Victorian family photograph collection, remaining  
on sale until World War I. Stylistic changes in appearance over  
those 50 years help with dating. The date c1870 is suggested here  
by the relative thinness of the cardboard mount: the thinner the 
cardboard, the earlier the photograph. Square corners, 
which were popular in the 1860s, began to give 
way to rounded corners from the 1870s.

Albert Cuyp Malkin
As we can see in Professional Photographers in Liverpool 
1851-1900, The PhotoHistorian Supplement, No. 98 (1992) 
(www.photohistorian.co.uk/supp.html), Albert Malkin occupied 
54 Bold Street, Liverpool from 1868 to 1872. He subsequently 
maintained studios at different addresses in the same street until 
1886 before crossing the Mersey to settle in Rock Ferry. In 1867, 
Malkin sent a selection of cartes to the editor of The British Journal 
of Photography for review and publicity, possibly indicating the year 
he opened his business. Bold Street was an exclusive shopping area in 
Liverpool in the Victorian period and consequently attracted the more 
upmarket and aspirant studios.

Album accessory
In prosperous Victorian families children might be taken to the studio 
every year around the time of a birthday. Enterprising studios offered 
a Baby’s Album to enable proud parents to ‘keep inside single covers’, 
portraits that charted their child’s progress and development until  
they came of age at 21. This obvious promotional ploy was designed  
to encourage parents to patronise the same studio every year. It wasn’t 
unusual for the child’s personal album to feature as an accessory in the 
birthday portraits, although this doesn’t appear to the case here since 
the album contains portraits of adults.
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Double skirts
In the late 1860s the crinoline gave way to the 
bustle. The late 1860s and early 1870s saw  
the widespread popularity of double skirts or  
skirts trimmed to simulate that effect, with  
the material caught up and held out at the back  
by a bustle. At this period, young girls’ dresses 
mirrored adult styles although their skirts  
were shorter. Small girls didn’t wear bustles  
but frequently wore a small pad at the back, 
below the waist to give a fashionable hang to 
the skirt – as appears to be the case here. 
Trimming with pleats, frills, ribbons and  
fringing was widely popular.

Free image 
analysis

Do you have a photograph 
that you’re having trouble 

dating or identifying? 
Send it (recorded delivery) 
to us for expert analysis at 
this address: Image From 
The Past, Your Family Tree, 
30 Monmouth Street, Bath, 
BA1 2BW. Please note that 
we only accept original 

photographs for analysis 
and we regret that not 

every photograph 
received can be analysed 

and printed here. 

Full-lengths
A distinctive and novel feature of the earliest cartes de 
visite was the portrayal of the full-length figure, which 
in turn encouraged the widespread use of painted 
backdrops and accessories. In painted portraiture, the 
full-length was highly rated because the additional work 
on both figure and background necessitated higher 
charges. Photographic head and shoulder and three-
quarter views became increasingly popular from the 
late 1860s. However, full-lengths remained particularly 
appropriate for showing “gorgeous dresses, fancy 
costumes, and some portraits, such as those of girls 
between the age of nine and 15.” Their short frocks 
confirmed their juvenile status.

The first  
photograph albums

Unlike its predecessors the 
daguerreotype and the glass positive, 

the carte de visite was sold by the 
dozen or half dozen, because it was 

the first major commercial format to 
use glass negatives to produce paper 

prints. If volume sales of photographs 
were to succeed, new usages had to be 

suggested and new marketing strategies 
devised. The Victorian public were 

therefore encouraged to amass 
photographs through gift and exchange 

and to store their collections in 
new-style, purpose-designed photo 

albums. The first specific photo albums 
were advertised in Britain from the 

summer of 1861. Careful thought was 
given to design and appearance. With 
their heavy leather bindings and stout 

metal clasps they consciously appropriated 
the external features of Bibles, hymnals 

and books of religious devotion. Through 
such imitation photography was laying  

claim to share in the respect and prestige 
accorded to religion in Victorian culture  

and evoking the common practice of 
maintaining a written genealogy on the fly 
leaf of the family Bible. On a more worldly 

level its design placed the family album  
among the luxury class of household 

possessions, which enhanced the status of 
photography in general.
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EarliEst roots

W ith the censuses, 
BMD indexes  
and parish 
registers, you 
can take your 

family tree back several centuries. 
However, have you ever thought 
about going even further? Where 
were your ancestors when the Black 
Death struck or when the Battle of 
Agincourt was fought? What were 
your forebears doing before William 
even sailed from France to conquer 
England? Using parish registers, 
your research should leave your 
family towards the end of the 16th 
century. With this as your starting 
point, it’s time to go back even 
further. Who knows, your family 
tree may eventually go all the way 
back to the 6th century!

Although some go back to 1538, 
most surviving parish registers start 
from the early 17th century. Think 
about all the ancestors that you had 
living at that time and what you 
know about them. Parish registers 
give you the area in which they 
lived, as well as the names of family 
members. The parish registers for 
Kinlet in Shropshire, for example, 
survive from 1657, with Rowland 
Lacon, Esquire, buried that year  
in September. 

The fact that Lacon was an 
Esquire demonstrates that he was 
a gentleman. It’s worth searching 
through later entries for other 
immediate family members. For 
example, did your ancestor leave  
a widow who was buried 
a few years later?

GO 
FURTHER  

BACK  
IN TIME

Your research doesn’t have to end with the start  
of parish registers. The records below can take your 
family tree back to 1066 and, perhaps, even earlier

words by elizabeth norton

Comprehensive 
You can use a variety 
of detailed records 
to help you take 
your family tree back 
over 1,000 years
© iStockPhoto.com





1 PARISH REGISTERS 
What do you know about your 
earliest ancestor in the parish 

records? Although the entries in parish 
registers are usually brief, they can 
provide you with hints for going back 
further. Esquires, such as Rowland 
Lacon in the Kinlet parish registers, 
were gentlemen, but below the rank  
of knight.

2 THE 16TH CENTURY 
Think about the best record to 
take your particular ancestor  

back through the 16th century. For a 
gentleman, try heraldic visitations. You 
can search for the relevant visitation at 
www.archive.org. For Rowland Lacon,  
try Shropshire in 1623. He’s listed as 
one of the Lacons of Willey, with a 
pedigree going back centuries.

3 CROSS-REFERENCING 
Heraldic visitations are sometimes 
inaccurate, so always cross-

reference. For the Lacons, the 1524 
Shropshire Lay Subsidy names both 
Thomas Lacon and his son, Richard, 
ancestors of Rowland Lacon’s who, 
according to the visitation, were living in 
the early 16th century. It confirms that 
Richard married Anne Blount of Kinlet.

Step-by-step: Taking your research back
Parish registers can take you as far as the 16th century, which is where 
you begin your journey further back in time to 1066 and beyond

HERALDIC 
vISITATIONS
Once you have your earliest 

ancestor in the parish 
registers, it’s time to go 
back further. For higher 
status ancestors, the next 

records to investigate are heraldic visitations, 
since these should take you back a few 
generations and, possibly, even further. 

Heraldic visitations are pedigrees 
produced by teams of royal heralds who 
visited families that claimed the right to a 
coat of arms in the 16th and 17th centuries. 

The heralds were thorough in their 
pedigrees, allowing you to potentially link 
up to a number of family trees. Many of the 
records have been published by the Harleian 
Society and are arranged by county. You 
can search them online at www.archive.org. 

Rowland Lacon appears in the 1623 
visitation of Shropshire as the son and heir 

of the still-living Sir Francis Lacon of Kinlet 
and his wife, Jane, daughter of Anthony 
Browne, viscount Montagu. 

The Lacons have a very detailed family 
tree, going all the way back to the 12th 
century. There is also considerable scope  
for cross-referencing since most of the 
women that married into the family 
are named. Rowland Lacon’s great-
grandmother, for example, was Anne 
Blount, through whom the Lacons 
inherited Kinlet. Therefore you can follow 
the Blount family pedigree in the visitations.

Bear in mind when using visitations 
as they weren’t always accurate. Families 
could have had a good reason for linking 
themselves to a famous ‘ancestor’ or for 
claiming a more prestigious background 
than was the case. The visitations were 
produced by local enquiries and the living 
family members could easily become 
confused. In the Shropshire visitations the 
daughters of Rowland Lacon’s ancestor, the 
15th century Humphrey Blount of Kinlet, 
are incorrectly recorded as his sisters. Always 
cross-reference your family’s visitation 
pedigree with other sources, to avoid 
repeating the mistake. For women look  
at the families that they married into  
to confirm the visitation details.
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EarliEst roots

“Heraldic visitations 
are produced by 
teams of royal 

heralds who visited 
families that 

claimed the right  
to a coat of arms”

GO FURTHER BACK IN TIME



4 FOLLOW OTHER LINES 
There aren’t any surviving royal 
lines that go back to 1066 solely in 

the male line, let alone lower status family 
trees. Women often inherited property, 
so consider female lines of descent. The 
Blounts of Kinlet have a Shropshire 
visitation pedigree, showing they had 
Kinlet due to their descent from Isabella, 
sister and heir of Brian Cornwall.

5 GOING FURTHER 
Keep stopping to think about 
document types relevant to your 

ancestors, since your family’s status may 
change dramatically over the period. To 
trace the Cornwall family of Kinlet, for 
example, Inquisitions post mortem are 
essential, taking them back to Edmund 
de Cornwall, whose wife, Elizabeth de 
Brompton, inherited Kinlet in 1294.

6 ANGLO-SAxON 
ANCESTORS 
If your ancestors appear in 

Inquisitions, start looking for Royal 
ancestry. Edmund de Cornwall was the 
son of Richard de Cornwall. Thirteenth- 
century charters indicate he was the 
illegitimate son of Richard, King of the 
Romans, younger son of King John and 
also a descendant of the Saxon kings.
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EarliEst rootsGO FURTHER BACK IN TIME

T he year 1066 is often seen as the end point for 
family trees, but you might find that the answer  
to breaking the barrier already lies in your  

research. Think back along your family lines. Do you  
have any gentry or noble ancestors? If so, they will almost 
certainly have some royal blood. Since royal genealogies 
are well established, it’s this royal ancestor that can take 
you through the barrier. The Lacon family of Kinlet in 
Shropshire, for example, were a middling gentry family  
in 1600, but back in the 13th century, they were 
descended from Edmund de Cornwall, whose father  
was an illegitimate grandson of King John.

King John was the grandson of the Empress Matilda, 
whose 2x great-grandfather was Edmund Ironside 
(reigned:1016), Edward the Confessor’s 
(r1042-1066) half-brother. 
Descendants of the Blount family can 
then follow the Anglo-Saxon kings all 
the way back to the 6th-century 
Cerdic, first King of Wessex. If you 
have a royal ancestor, you could  
also think about following the 
Norman line of the Empress 
Matilda’s grandfather, William the 
Conqueror. He could trace his 
descent back to the Viking Rollo, 
first Count of Normandy. 

Alternatively, if your gateway 
ancestor is descended from 
Edward III, the Battle of 
Hastings’ King Harold will  

be your ancestor, through his daughter, Gytha. He was 
descended from Alfred the Great’s older brother, with a 
genealogy that included a 10th-century uncle who joined 
with the Vikings in a bid for the throne.

Although tracing family in the pre-Conquest period is 
very tricky, you can still produce an excellent family tree 
using your gateway ancestor. 

Lower status individuals are rarely visible in the sources, 
although if you’re following a royal line, you will number 
Fulbert as one of your ancestors, who was an 11th-century 
tanner from Falaise in Normandy. King Edward the Elder 
(r899-925) also married Ecgwynn, the daughter of a 
shepherd, as his first wife. You will be able to learn about 
the lives of your noble ancestors more easily. Edmund 
Ironside’s grandmother, Queen Aelfthryth reputedly 

murdered her stepson, King Edward the Martyr, in 
order to bring her son, Ethelred 

the Unready, to the throne. 
Aelfthryth was the daughter 
of a West Country nobleman 
named Ordgar. 

Her brother, who was a 
giant of a man, produced a 
family and you can follow their 
line back up to Domesday Book, 
allowing you to learn more detail 
about your distant forebears.

Royal Using old records you can trace back to 
Queen aelfthryth, who was implicated in the 

murder of her stepson King Edward the Martyr

Case study: Ancestors before 1066
You will need a gateway ancestor to break the 1066 barrier, but once 
through, you can produce an individual and fascinating family tree



1 MANORIAL 
DOCUMENTS 
The vast majority of your medieval 

ancestors will have been peasants, who 
farmed a medieval manor as tenants of 
the lord. Manorial records will therefore 
be an essential part of your research. 
The Manorial Documents Register  
(www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mdr)  
is the best resource for locating  
the often-scattered resources.  
Searches are by place name, with the 
results listing what is known to survive 
and where you can locate them. Very 
few manorial documents have actually 
been printed and, in most cases, you  
will need to pay a visit to your local 
CRO to view the original documents.

2 CHANCERY RECORDS  
People in the 15th and 16th 
centuries made good use of the 

law courts and Chancery records can 
therefore be of great relevance in your 
research. Records before 1558 are held 
by TNA in class C1 and are easy to 
search using its Discovery Catalogue 
(http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
SearchUI). The results will provide a 
useful summary, but you might need to 
visit TNA and view the original record. 
The Chancery courts dealt with equity 
cases, with records surviving from the 
14th century. Family disputes, such as 
disagreements over inheritance were 
often heard by the courts – this is useful 
for adding branches to your family tree. 

3 MEDIEvAL SOLDIERS  
Warfare was common in the 
medieval period and, with no 

standing army, the king and noblemen 
would raise their manorial tenants to 
fight for them. You might find that  
your ancestor served as a soldier, 
making the ICMA Centre website vital  
(www.icmacentre.ac.uk/soldier/database). 
It contains three databases containing 
transcripts of records held at TNA: 
muster rolls 1369-1453, Protection  
and attorney records 1369-1453; and 
English Norman Garrison documents 
1415-1453. You can search for entries  
by name, although bear in mind that 
surnames in the medieval period were 
still changeable.

Top five: Earliest British records
You will be surprised at how many medieval records are available online. 
Try these websites to help take your family tree back centuries
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MANORIAL 
RECORDS
If you’re lucky enough to find a 

visitation pedigree for your family, 
you should be able to move back 
easily through the 16th century and 
into the medieval period. For lower 

status ancestors more work is needed. 
The vast majority of 16th-century and 

medieval people were peasants, farming a 
manor. Although they will be less visible 
in surviving records than higher status 
members of the community, with luck,  
you should find your ancestors, particularly 

in manorial records. To locate these, you 
should first carry out a search of The 
National Archive’s (TNA’s) Manorial 
Documents Register (www.nationalarchives.
gov.uk/mdr), which will tell you where 
you can find documents. Few have been 
published so you will need to visit TNA  
or your local county record office (CRO). 

Peasant families tended to remain on the 
same manor for generations. For example, 
the Kinlet parish registers contain a 
number of references to the Dallow family, 
such as the baptisms and then burials 

of sisters Elizabeth and Mary Dallow, 
which occurred in March and April 
1664 respectively. Manorial accounts for 
Earnwood, a manor in the parish of Kinlet, 
refer to members of the family in the 15th 
and 16th centuries. For example, Andrew 
Dallow, who leased land there during the 
reigns of Edward Iv and Henry vIII.

Since the survival of manor documents 
is patchy, try to cross-reference with other 
documents as much as possible. Tax records 
are particularly good for lower status 
ancestors. For example, in the Lay Subsidy 
levied in 1525, a member of the Dallow 
family was living at Earnwood, something 
which suggests a family link. Further 
back in time, records survive for the Poll 
Taxes of 1377, 1379 and 1381, with even 
very lowly individuals appearing. You can 
view the surviving documents in Carolyn 
Fenwick’s The Poll Taxes of 1377, 1379 
and 1381 (Oxford, 1998-2005), which are 
arranged by county, hundred and manor.



4 DOMESDAY ONLINE 
You can look at an online free 
edition of Domesday Book at www.

domesdaymap.co.uk. William the 
Conqueror’s great survey was carried 
out in 1086 to facilitate taxation. 
Domesday includes details of major 
landholders in 1086 and the pre-
Conquest era. For higher ranking 
ancestors, it can take your family tree 
right back to the Conquest period and 
beyond. The Domesday website is an 
excellent starting point, allowing you to 
search by place name or postcode. 
Think about the area in which your last  
known medieval ancestors lived and  
try searching: you never know what  
you may find.

5 ANGLO-SAxON KIN  
The prosopography of Anglo-
Saxon England (www.pase.ac.uk/

index.html) is a tremendous resource if 
you make it back before 1066. It’s a 
database, aiming to provide details of  
all known people living in England from 
the 6th to 11th century. A search for 
‘Aelfthryth’ gives 12 results. Aelfthryth 8, 
the wife of King Edgar and daughter of 
Ordgar, will be your ancestress if  
you’re following the English Royal line. 
The prosopography lists all known 
information about subjects, divided into 
category, such as ‘personal relationships’. 
For Aelfthryth, this includes her father, 
brother, son, stepson and grandson, 
allowing you to expand your research.

“Inquisitions were 
taken in each 

country that the 
deceased held land 
and you will find  

a wealth of 
information about 
your higher status 
ancestors in the 
Inquisitions”

Data You can find 
simple workers in 
manorial records

 April 2014 Your FamilY Tree 25SubScribe at www.myfavouritemagazineS.co.uk/yftP3b

INqUISITIONS  
POST MORTEM
You might also be able to locate 

lower status ancestors in the 
jury lists of Inquisitions post 
mortem. Your higher status 
ancestors might even have 

been the subject of these local enquiries into 
the landholdings of the Crown’s tenants in 
chief, which were held after their deaths. 

Inquisitions were taken in each country 
that the deceased held land and your 
ancestor might well be subject to more 
than one. This is often particularly  
useful when it comes to cross-referencing 

and checking details. You will find a 
wealth of information about your higher 
status ancestors in the Inquisitions. 

A typical entry includes the name and 
date of death of the landholder, details  
of their lands and how they were held (for 
example, in return for military service to 
the lord). 

The names and ages of the heirs also 
appear, along with their relationship 
to the deceased. For example, in the 
Worcestershire Inquisition held for  
Edmund de Mortimer in 1304, it was 

found that his heir was his son, Roger,  
who was then aged seventeen-and-a-half 
years old. 

Inquisitions survive from 1236 until 
around 1640 and are held at TNA. 
Although the originals are in Latin, good 
English summaries of many have been 
published in Calendar of Inquisitions Post 
Mortem and Other Analogous Documents 
Preserved in the Public Record Office. 
Twenty-six volumes cover the period from 
1216-1447 (published 1904-2009), while 
three further volumes exist for the reign of 
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Henry vII (1485-1509) (published 1898-
1955). You will be able to consult the 
calendars in your local CRO or at  
TNA, while www.archive.org also has  
some volumes. 

The calendars are still a work in progress 
and, if a volume doesn’t cover the period 
you’re interested in, you’ll need to consult 
the original documents. The calendars don’t 
include jury lists, which are essential for 
locating your peasant ancestors,  
while they also omit other 
interesting details.



WILLS & PROBATE
Wills are great for 

adding detail to 
your family tree and 
survive from the 9th 
century onwards. 

While they were more likely to be made by 
higher status individuals, humble people 
also sought to bequeath their lands and 
chattels. Married women were unable to 
own property and, thus, only very rarely 
made a will, mainly if they were widows.

Wills survive in a number of different 
archives. If they were proved by the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, they 
should be held at TNA. You can search  
for them using TNA’s Discovery Catalogue 
(http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
SearchUI), with most available to download 
for a small fee. If you can’t find a relevant 
will there, have a look at the National Wills 
Index at www.origins.net, which should 
help you find your ancestor. TNA also has a 
research guide, which you can view at www.

nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-
guides/wills-and-probate-records.htm.

Wills can give you all sorts of 
information about your ancestor. The 
16th-century Thomas Blount of Astley, 
for example, left £30 in his will to “poor 
distressed Catholics”, indicating that his 
attendance at Anglican services in the 
parish church was less than sincere. 

If you’re lucky, a probate inventory 
might also survive. Until 1782 the executor 
was obliged to compile an inventory of 
the deceased’s goods, which can provide 
considerable detail about their lives. An 
inventory for Thomas Blount’s grandfather, 
Walter, exists from 1561 and lists the 
furniture and other items that he possessed 
by room. His parlour contained a table, 
eight cushions and two chests, among  
other goods. In another chamber, there  
was a round table covered with a green  
and red tablecloth. You’ll find that 
inventories should be stored with the will.

Information You'll 
find that wills are 
excellent documents  
for learning about your 
early forebears' lives.  
this one is from 1383
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“While wills were 
more likely to be 
made by higher 

status individuals, 
humble people  
also sought to 
bequeath their  

lands and chattels”

GO FURTHER BACK IN TIME
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1 MILITARY FOREBEARS 
Log on to www.icmacentre.ac.uk/
soldier/database and click on 

‘Database’ in the left-hand toolbar. This 
is the ICMA’s database, which contains 
records of soldiers between 1369 and 
1453. You can choose which of the  
three databases to search. The largest 
includes the details of those who fought 
at Agincourt.

2 SEARCH RESULTS 
Try searching for your ancestor.  
A search in the muster roll 

database for surname ‘Lacon’ gives  
no relevant results. An alternative 
spelling, ‘Lakyn’ provides Richard  
Lakyn, a knight who served as a man  
at arms for John, Duke of Bedford  
in France in 1420. Is this Sir Richard 
Lacon of Willey?

3 COMRADES IN ARMS 
To confirm that you have your 
ancestor, search by commander 

name, eg ‘Bedford’. See if you recognise 
any names connected to your ancestor? 
John Wele, for example, appears in the 
results. Other documents associate him 
with Richard Lacon of Willey, suggesting 
that the correct identification has  
been made.

Step-by-step: Finding military ancestors
There was no standing army in medieval England, with men instead 
enlisted to serve in particular campaigns. However, surviving records  
of these part-time soldiers are often surprisingly complete

GO FURTHER BACK IN TIME

MILITARY 
RECORDS
Warfare was common 

in the medieval era, 
with both civil wars 
and foreign conflicts. 
Until the 1660s, 

there was no standing army in England, 
something which meant that troops had 
to be raised for every conflict. A wealth of 
records survive from the medieval period.

Anthony Camp’s My Ancestors Came 
With the Conqueror lists those who fought 
at the Battle of Hastings with William 
the Conqueror in 1066. If you find your 
ancestor, also look for them in Domesday 
Book, since William granted land in 
England to his supporters. Domesday, 
which was a survey of landholdings made 
in 1086 is essential if you intend to take 
your family tree back to 1066, with printed 
and online copies available. As well as 

listing the post-Conquest landholders, it 
also named those who had held the land 
before 1066 – in the time of King Edward 
the Confessor.

The Normans are, of course, famous for 
developing the Feudal System 
in England, where knights 
held land in exchange for an 
undertaking to provide military 
service to their lord. These 
were known as knight’s 
fees and you might 
find details of them 
in Inquisitions post 
mortem. This system was 
superseded in the late medieval 
period by a contract, known as 
an indenture, made between 
a lord and his retainer and 
which often specifically dealt 

with military service. As with knight’s fees, 
only higher status ancestors will have been 
involved with indentures. Many have been 
printed, such as in M Jones’ and S Walker’s 
Private Indentures for Life Service in Peace 
and War 1278-1476.

You can also look for records relating 
to specific conflicts, with 15th-century 
campaigns particularly well covered. Sir 
Harris Nicholas’ History of the Battle of 
Agincourt (available at www.archive.org)  
lists the names of those known to have 
fought at Agincourt. 

For the 16th century, think about 
muster rolls, which list those available 

to fight in a parish. Since all men 
aged between 15 and 60 

had to be available to 
fight, you should be 

able to find your 
ancestor. Try your 

local CRO or visit 
TNA’s research guide 

(www.nationalarchives.gov.
uk/records/research-guides/

armed-forces-1522-1914.htm). 
Use J Gibson’s Tudor and 

Stuart Muster Rolls to 
locate documents.



COURT 
RECORDS
Court records also make 

excellent sources for adding 
detail to your ancestors’ lives. 
The Manor Courts dealt 
with local disputes and their 

records will be kept with other manorial 
documents. You may also find that your 
ancestor was on the wrong side of the law, 
with criminal court records surviving from 
the medieval period.

The Assize Courts were introduced in the 
12th century, with England divided into 
circuits, which were visited by a judge twice 
a year. TNA holds Assize records from after 
1559 and has a useful research guide to 
help you locate them (www.nationalarchives.
gov.uk/records/research-guides/assizes-

criminal-1559-1971.htm). Between 1194 
and 1348 the records are known as 
‘general eyres’, with surviving documents 
also held by TNA. You can look at www.
nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-
guides/general-eyres.htm to help you find 
them using TNA’s Discovery Catalogue.

As well as the criminal courts, your 
ancestors may have been involved in civil 
cases. The law of equity, which seeks to 
make a fair and just settlement to a case,  
is still used today. 

In the medieval period and 16th century, 
equity cases were heard in the Court of 
Chancery, the Court of the Exchequer,  
the Court of Requests and the Court of  
the Star Chamber. Their records are known  

as Chancery Records and you can find 
them at TNA.

In the 15th and 16th centuries people 
were surprisingly litigious and prepared to 
go to court over seemingly small matters. 
Anne Blount, the ancestor of Rowland 
Lacon of Willey, for example, was sued over 
the price of some broad cloth in the 1540s. 

Surviving records often go into a 
lot of detail about family relationships 
and business dealings. Anne Blount’s 
grandmother, Isabel Stanley, was the 
subject of a case brought by the printer, 
Richard Pynson in the late-15th century, 
concerning the printing of some books 
commissioned by her deceased second 
husband. Through the documents for this 
case, details of all three of Isabel’s marriage 
emerge. Without the court documents, the 
fact of her last two marriages would be 
unknown entirely to her descendants.

A Chancery case would begin when a 
plaintiff issued a Bill of Complaint. The 
defendant then had the chance to submit 
a written answer, before both parties 
amended their statements if necessary. A 
list of questions was then drawn up, which 
was put to the witnesses. Evidence could 
also be submitted before, finally, a Decree 
or Order if the case reached court. You’ll 
find surviving documents dating before 
1558 easy to find, with summaries included 
in their entries in TNA’s Discovery 
Catalogue. TNA’s research guide (www.
nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-
guides/chancery-equity-before-1558.htm)  
is the best starting point for 
using Chancery records.

Useful Using tNa's research guide will help 
you understand records of civil disputes heard 
by the Court of Chancery in medieval times
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“Your ancestors 
could have been 
involved in civil 
cases. The law of 

equity, which seeks 
to make a fair and 
just settlement to  

a case, is still  
used today”

GO FURTHER BACK IN TIME



Punished robert Blount of 
astley, Worcestershire, head 

of a 16th-century Catholic 
recusant family fined for 

refusing to attend church
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Top ten: Unusual medieval  
and 16th-century records
A surprising variety of early records exist. Some might be obscure  
but will provide you with fascinating detail about your ancestors

1 STATE PAPERS  
TNA holds early state papers containing information 
about people of all social classes. Henry VIII’s have 

been calendared at www.british-history.ac.uk/catalogue.
aspx?gid=126.

2 MONASTIC RECORDS 
Monastic records are often highly detailed.  
Try searching UCL’s English Monastic Archives  

(www.ucl.ac.uk/history/research_projects/monasticarchives)  
for records local to your ancestor.

3 BISHOP’S REGISTERS 
Your ancestors may appear in medieval bishops’ 
registers. D Owen’s Medieval Records in Print 

(London, 1982) will help you find them.

4 FEUDAL AIDS 
Early tax records are transcribed in Feudal Aids  
(6 volumes, printed 1899-1920) at www.archive.org. 

They dated from 1284-1431.

5 RECUSANTS 
Catholic recusants, who refused to attend Anglican 
services, were fined in the Elizabethan period. 

Recusant rolls survive at The National Archives.

6 MEDIEvAL WOMEN 
The Rotuli de Dominabus et Pueris et Puellis of 1185 
has details of wealthy women. A Latin transcript is 

available at www.archive.org.

7 LOCAL JOURNALS 
Local history society journals, such as Lincolnshire 
History and Archaeology, are useful. County record 

offices and The National Archives hold copies.

8 CHURCH MONUMENTS 
Most medieval churches contain tombs. These often 
include inscriptions, with details of the deceased and 

their spouse, as well as effigies.

9 MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
Gentlemen ancestors may have served in Parliament 
and www.histparl.ac.uk gives biographies of all known 

MPs and will direct you to further sources.

10 CHRONICLES 
Higher status ancestors may appear in medieval 
chronicles. Many are available at www.archive.org, 

including the 12th-century William of Malmesbury, who 
was a prominent historian. He spent his adult life as a monk 
at Malmesbury Abbey.
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GOING 
FURTHER
You can go back tantalisingly 

close to 1066 with Domesday 
Book. However, it may seem 
as though you’re staring at a 
brick wall, since no one has 

been able to take a family tree back with 
certainty to the noblemen listed as holding 
land in the time of Edward the Confessor. 

Although 1066 is a barrier, it needn’t be 
the end of your research. While no English 
noble or lower status genealogies have 
broken through, Royal genealogies are  
well established when going back further. 

If you can find a royal gateway ancestor 
you can go back with certainty to King 
Ecgbert (r802-839). Surviving genealogies 
suggest that he was a descendant of the 
6th-century King Cerdic of Wessex, taking 
you back all the way to the beginning of 
written records in England. A number of 
Royal pedigrees have been printed, such as 
Alison Weir’s Britain’s Royal Families.

Once you’ve gone back to the Anglo-
Saxon period, there are a number of  
sources to help you find out more  
about your ancestors. The Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle, which is a contemporary  

account of events in England, is available 
online at www.omacl.org, while M 
Swanton’s The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles 
(Oxford, 2000) is an excellent printed 
edition combining all surviving versions  
of the Chronicle. 

Also, if you want to learn more about 
your Royal ancestors and their noble 
relatives, three very useful source books, 
which have recently been reissued, 
will come in very handy. These are 
AJ Robertson’s Anglo-Saxon  
Charters, FE Harmer’s Select English 
Historical Documents of the Ninth  
and Tenth Centuries and D Whitelock’s  
Anglo-Saxon Wills. The best online source 
is the Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon 
England (www.pase.ac.uk).

The lives of your medieval- and  
16th- century ancestors are waiting  
to be discovered. 

Surviving records can give you rich 
details of the lives of people from all walks 
of life. Who knows, they may even open up 
the possibility of breaking the 1066 barrier. 

Now it’s time to go back further than 
ever with your research. n

Contacts 
iCMA CENTrE 
w. www.medievalsoldier.org

MANOriAl DOCUMENTS 
rEGiSTEr 
w. www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/mdr

TNA: DiSCOVErY 
w. http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk

FUrThEr rEADiNG

CAlENDAr OF iNQUiSiTiONS 
pOST MOrTEM AND OThEr 
ANAlOGOUS DOCUMENTS 
prESErVED iN ThE pUBliC 
rECOrD OFFiCE
26 volumes for 1236-1447 and 3 volumes 
for 1485-1509 (Public Record Office, 
1898-2009)

FAMilY FEUDS: AN 
iNTrODUCTiON TO ChANCErY 
prOCEEDiNGS 
ST Moore, Federation of Family History 
Societies, 2003, ISBN: 9781860061639

lAY TAXES iN ENGlAND AND 
WAlES, 1188-1688 
M Jurkowski, C Smith and D Crook, Public 
Record Office, 1998, ISBN: 9781873162644

MANOriAl rECOrDS 
Denis Stuart, Phillimore & Co Ltd, 2005, 
ISBN: 9781860772993

MY ANCESTOr CAME WiTh ThE 
CONQUErOr 
Anthony Camp, SoG, 1988, ISBN: 
9780946789023

TrACiNG YOUr ANCESTOrS 
FrOM 1066 TO 1837
Jonathan Oates, Pen & Sword Family 
History, 2012, ISBN: 9781848846098
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Detailed a page 
from a contemporary 

copy of Domesday 
Book of the monks 

of Christ Church 
Canterbury. Written  

c1100 it follows  
the pattern of the 
royal Domesday
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The Canadian attack on Vimy Ridge on on 
9 April 1917 succeeded where previous 
French attacks had failed. The offensive had 
been carefully planned and rehearsed. 
Soldiers had undergone weeks of training 
behind the lines, and deep tunnels had been 
dug by engineers to safely bring men from 
the rear to the front.

Together for the first time, men from all 
regions of Canada in the four divisions 
stormed the ridge at 5:30am. More than 
15,000 Canadian infantry overran the 
Germans all along the front. After three 
days of fighting, the 7km ridge, with its 
commanding view over the Allied lines, was 
captured. Some 3,598 Canadians were 
killed and another 7,000 wounded.

In 1922, Vimy Ridge and the surrounding 
land was ceded to Canada in perpetuity. 
The white marble Vimy Memorial, unveiled 
in 1936, is a poignant reminder of the 
11,285 Canadian soldiers killed in France 
with no known graves.

The BaTTle of 
Vimy, 9 april 1917: 
a NaTioN is BorN
After the war, the land around the 
ridge was given to Canada 

Ca
se

 S
tu

dy
 O

ne
 –

 G
as

, g
as

, q
ui

ck
 b

oy
s!

Gas, gas, 
quick boys!
Three descendants of men who 
fought together helped uncover how 
our reader’s great-uncle was killed

Memento The embroidered card 
that prompted the search for the 
story of Herbert’s death

lord 
iroNside

Edmund Ironside, the 
Canadian Division Chief of Staff 

responsible for planning the raid on 
1 March, rose to Brigadier-General 
by the end of the war. Promoted to 
Field Marshall by Churchill in 1940, 

he wasn’t in the position long 
before being replaced by Alan 

Brooke, later Viscount 
Alanbrooke.

By Gaynor haliday
Gaynor lives near Holmfirth in 
West Yorkshire. Her interests 
include genealogy, writing, 
walking, gardening, and singing 

with Huddersfield Choral Society.

When my grandfather, William 
McKell, was still in hospital 
after being wounded on the 

Somme, his mother got the dreaded 
telegram about her other son. Herbert. 
He’d been killed on 1 March 1917, age 20. 

There was so much grief that my 
grandmother, finding Herbert’s letters a 
heartbreaking reminder of the dreadful 
loss, later burned them all “to prevent  
any more tears”. 

All that remained was a photograph of 
his grave, and an embroidered postcard, 
on the back of which she’d written “from 
Herbert McKell”. The photograph was 
from the British Association (Ypres 
Salient) Belgium, an organisation set up 
for those unable to afford 
the journey to visit the 

West Yorkshire Regiment who sent “best 
wishes to Mr & Mrs McKell”. Dated 27 

October 1915 but not addressed, 
it had presumably been 

enclosed in one of 
Herbert’s letters home, 
showing he’d been in 
France at that time.

Herbert’s war records 
had not survived, but 
his medal roll showed 

his date of entry into 
France was 24 August 

1915. Before transferring to 
the Royal Engineers, he’d been 

in the West Yorkshire Regiment.

filling in the gaps
Visiting the local studies library in 
Bradford to view the Bradford Roll of 
Honour, compiled in 1919, when families 
were asked to submit details of those 
who’d served, I found Herbert had 
enlisted on 26 March 1915. I now had a 
beginning and an end to his service, but 
nothing in-between. 

I visited the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission’s website to view the 
records for Villers Station for 1 March 
1917 hoping it might reveal some clues. 
There was only one other from Herbert’s 
“M” Company, 3rd Special Company, 
Royal Engineers. 

grave of their loved one. For a modest 
charge a wreath would be laid on the 
grave, a photograph taken and then sent 
to the family.

Changing winds
Herbert was a corporal in the Royal 
Engineers and died as the result of being 
gassed. According to the little the family 
knew, he’d been attached to a Canadian 
division on special duties and they’d 
been experimenting with gas 
when the wind changed and 
blew it down the trench.

His grave lies in a line 
of gravestones bearing 
Canada’s maple leaf 
emblem at Villers 
Station Cemetery close 
to Vimy Ridge, Arras. 
Some 1,200 men, 1,000 
of them Canadian, are 
buried here in the tranquil 
French countryside. In 2001, I 

visited to pay my respects to 
the great- uncle I 
never knew.

From the date of his 
death and the Canada 
connection I concluded 
that the action he was 
killed in was linked to 
the push for Vimy Ridge 
in April 1917.

I commenced my 
research in earnest ten 
years later, prompted by 
the rediscovery of the 
embroidered postcard.
The postcard hadn’t been 
written by Herbert, but 
Harold Douglas of the 1/6 

Case sTudy oNe
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Case Study One – Gas, gas, quick boys!

The McKell family Tree
James McKell

1864-1944
Worsted spinner

Edith Lodge
1868-1950

Housewife and artist

Olive McKell
1899-1915

??

John McKell
1894-1982
Wool buyer

William McKell
1892-1962

Pattern room 
man

Ethel McKell
1900-1986

Artist

Herbert McKell
1896-1917
Industrial 
chemist

Lilian 
Bottomley
1890-1972

Typist

James Allan 
McKell

1904-1922

Edith Margaret McKell
1919-2013

Various

Herbert Arthur Haliday
1915- 1995

Engineering draughtsman

Gaynor Haliday
1959

Sales and marketing
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Bradford roll of honour
w. www.flickr.com/photos/bradfordww1

The long, long Trail
w. www.1914-1918.net

Canadian War diaries
w. www.collectionscanada.gc.ca

Great War forum
w. http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums

furTher readiNG 
shrapnel and Whizzbangs: a Tommy  
in the Trenches 1914-18
Jeremy Mitchell, 2008, Memoir Club,  
ISBN: 9781841041926

Chemical soldiers: British Gas Warfare  
in World War i
Donald Richter, 1992, University Press of Kansas,  
ISBN: 9780700611133

Gas! The story of the special Brigade
Major General Charles H Foulkes, 2009, new edition, 
Naval and Military Press, ISBN:9781843420880
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An internet search took me to the 
Great War Forum (http://1914-1918.
invisionzone.com/forums) where I discovered 
a discussion on special companies, which 
had been formed in 1915 in response to 
the Germans’ use of chlorine gas at Ypres 
in April that year. The Battle of Loos on 25 
September 1915 saw the first deployment 
of these special gas companies when 
5,000 cylinders were released as one  
of the attack’s major components.

A knowledgeable forum contributor 
advised that Herbert’s number, 106636, 
meant he’d been one of the earliest such 
recruits. It meant that Herbert had fought 
at Loos, and survived this terrible battle.

The first living link
Another forum contributor was Jeremy 
Mitchell, who’d written a book, Shrapnel 
and Whizzbangs based on diaries kept by 
his father, George Oswald Mitchell 
(known as GOM). GOM had been in  
the same company as Herbert, having 
transferred from 1/6 West Yorkshire. He 
too was a Bradford man. Through the 
Bradford WWI group, I’d discovered that 
Herbert’s West Yorkshire number 617 
indicated he’d been in the local Territorial 
Army, as had GOM, so it was likely they’d 
known each other beforehand.

I ordered Jeremy’s book, which 
arrived with a personal note 
from Jeremy on GOM’s 
description of the attack 
on 1 March, where he 
mentioned the change 
of wind direction and 
the trenches being 
filled with gas, killing 
nine and wounding 30. 
The Canadian Infantry 
also suffered heavy 
casualties: “This being the 
subject of mutual recrimination 
between Canadian Officers and the Special 
Brigade. Meanwhile, GOM was burying some 
of his M Company comrades.” Jeremy 
Mitchell’s father had buried my great-
uncle so was a link to my family’s tragedy.

The comrades who’d travelled to France 
with GOM in April 1915 were listed at the 
back. Included was Harold Douglas, who’d 
sent my great-grandparents the postcard!

No company diaries exist for the period 
of Herbert’s service, but GOM’s diaries 
painted a vivid picture, up to and 
including the first day of the Battle of 
Loos. After that, the diaries became less 
detailed, apart from the entry for 1 March.

I had an incredible breakthrough when 
I found the digitised Canadian War 
Diaries on www.collectionscanada.gc.ca. The 
men who’d died with Herbert were from 
the 54th, 73rd and 75th battalions of the 
4th Canadian Division; each battalion’s 

diary told a similar story about the 
planned attack and its aftermath.

On 20 February, Lieutenant Colonel 
Ironside’s secret plan was circulated. 
Weather would determine the exact date. 
All gas personnel would wear a red, white 
and green brassard, with everyone else 
behind the cylinders. There would be two 
gas discharges; 90 minutes before dawn 
and 30 minutes after. In between would 
be machine gun and artillery fire. The gas 
personnel would move to the rear after 

the second discharge and the 
infantry would advance.

doomed attack
The attack finally went 
ahead on the night of 
28 February-1 March. 
Initially everything 
went to plan, but by 
4.45am, with the  

wind veering rapidly 
northward, only a portion 

of the second wave of gas  
was discharged. But by now  

the infantry was committed.
Some success was reported, but the raid 

was deemed a failure; with heavy losses 
caused by the lack of effect of the first 
discharge of gas; the change of wind 
sending gas into the front line trench; 
and one Infantry Brigade advancing 
before the gas cleared. 

As the Canadians went to recover those 
fallen in No Man’s Land on 2 March, a 
German Officer approached them saying 
his brother-in-law was a major in the 
Canadian Engineers. In a temporary 
truce, he and his men brought forward 
bodies that lay near to their support line.

Lieutenant Colonel Arnold Henry Grant 
Kemball, Commanding Officer of the 
54th, is buried in the row behind Herbert. 
My research found him mentioned in a 
blog. Curious, I emailed the writer, who 
turned out to be his great-grandson. He 

too was researching his ancestor and sent 
me an extremely detailed article by Tim 
Cook. I read of the terror as the released 
gas slowly turned and seeped back, 
saturating the front lines and how 
Kemball, knowing Ironside’s plan  
was badly flawed, still had to follow 
instructions. Leading his men from the 
front he became entangled in spools of 
barbed wire and was shot. The raid was 
described as an “absolute nightmare” and 
the Canadians decided against combining 
gas released from cylinders and infantry 
attacks for the remainder of the war.

So the story was complete. Herbert had 
been killed in a meticulously planned 
attack that went horribly wrong. 

Knowledge brings understanding, but  
not comfort. Wilfred Owen’s poem, Dulce  
et Decorum Est graphically describes the 
horror of being gassed. I only hope that my 
great-grandparents never learned the full 
story of their beloved boy’s last minutes. n

In July 1915, Major Charles Foulkes formed two Special Companies as part of the Royal 
Engineers. Men who had knowledge of chemistry were recruited, either directly from university 
and college chemistry departments or from the ranks of the infantry. In 1911 Herbert’s 
occupation was “aniline colour merchant’s laboratory,” so he clearly had the requisite skills. With 
immediate promotion to corporal and pay increase from 1 shilling per day to 3 shillings it must 
have seemed attractive.

Training began at a new base at Helfaut, near Saint-Omer, and by the time of the Loos 
offensive in September there were four companies. The list of M Company ‘strafes’ shows the  
1 March attack as one of their largest with 1,400 cylinders discharged. 

In 1916 they were expanded into the Special Brigade with 6,000 officers and men, including 
projector (flame thrower) and mortar companies, as well as the ‘cylinder’ companies, which 
discharged gas. The Special Companies were deployed to support other divisions, including the 
British Commonwealth, such as Canada.

royal 
eNGiNeers

Troops relied on engineers 
for building infrastructure, digging 

tunnels and communication, as well 
as to develop responses to chemical 
and underground warfare. In 1914 
the Royal Engineers consisted of 

11,500 men and officers. By 1917 
the number had increased 
12-fold and was a large, 
complex organisation.

moBilise The ChemisTs: Corporals all
Special units were formed in response to Germany’s gas attacks at Ypres
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Victorian An elegant 
footbridge, constructed 
circa 1872, spanning a 
small valley in Balgay 
Park, Dundee
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DunDee
Famous for jute, jam and journalism, Dundee has a rich and diverse 

industrial history that makes for some fascinating family history research

Bridge 
collApse 

Dundee played host to one of 
the worst rail disasters in British 
history in 1879. The Tay Bridge, 

which was then the longest railway 
bridge in the world, collapsed 

during a heavy storm as a 
passenger train passed over it, 

killing all 75 people  
on board.

A lthough the area had been settled 
for some time beforehand, Dundee 
only began to grow in prominence 

at the end of the 12th century when 
William the Lion granted it to his brother 
David, who began to promote the town as 
a trading centre and seaport. When his 
descendant John Balliol was crowned King, 
Dundee became a Royal Burgh. 

Between the 14th and 17th centuries, it 
suffered many heavy attacks and was rebuilt 

several times. This began with the First War of 
independence, when dundee was occupied 
for several years by english forces, until 
robert the Bruce finally recaptured it in 1312.

dundee fell under attack again during the 
so-called ‘rough Wooing’ of 1543-1550, and 
was once again occupied by the english in 1547. 
When the occupying forces were unable to 
defend it against a scottish counter-attack the 
following year, they chose to burn dundee to 
the ground rather than surrender it.

Just a century later, during the Wars of the 
Three Kingdoms, the royalist Marquess of 
Montrose besieged the rebuilt town and 
parliamentarian forces then sacked it in 1651, 
with some 2,000 killed. Nevertheless, the 
town recovered and played a pivotal role in 
the Jacobite cause in the early 18th century. it 
was held by the Jacobites during the uprising 
of 1715, and publicly welcomed James Viii of 
scotland and iii of england (better known as 
the old pretender) to the town in 1716.
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THe nIne TRADeS
Founded in the 16th century, the Nine Incorporated Trades  
of Dundee wielded huge influence over the economy, and you 
can find the names of many Masters in the original Lockit 
Books at the City Archives
g  BAKeRS: The Lockit Book from 

1554 list 52 names on the first page 
alone, including Carnegy, Sheppert, 
Gray, Kyd, Ramsay, Gibson, Wallace, 
Guthrie, Anderson, Allanson, Buchan, 
Drummond, Scrimgeour, Baxter, 
Brown and Tyndal.

g  BOnneT MAKeRS: Unlike the 
other eight trades, the original Lockit 
Book for bonnet makers has been lost 
– but was believed to date from the  
late 1400s, when its first charter  
was granted.

g  CORDIneRS (cobblers): A relatively 
large trade, which listed 35 active 
Masters in 1634. Given that Dundee’s 
population was around 5,000 at this 
point, however, that still would have 
given each of them 150 customers.

g  DYeRS: Waulkers (fullers of cloth) 
received a charter in 1587 when listers 
(dyers of cloth) were scarce, as few 
could afford their services. When the 
two merged in the 1690s, there were  
10 listers and five waulkers in total.

g  FLeSHeRS (butchers): One of the 
smaller trades in Dundee, generally 
with between 10 and 20 Masters, and 
many of the same families over the 
generations. Particularly notable are 
the Constables, the Mastertons and  
the Barries.

g  GLOVeRS: Although only officially 
incorporated in Dundee in 1516, there’s 
evidence of an organisation of glovers 
in Edinburgh from as early as 1450, so 
it’s very possible that something similar 
began several decades earlier.

g  HAMMeRMen: The 
metalworking trade, including 
armourers, gold and silversmiths.  
Early records were lost when the city 
was sacked in 1651; those that survive 
suggest its incorporation as 1587, but  
it could be as early as 1525.

g  TAILORS: Having received its 
charter in 1525, the tailoring trade 
opened its first Lockit Book in 1577. 
Apprentices trained for five years,  
and were paid with a mixture of food 
and cash.

g  WeAVeRS: Latterly integral to 
Dundee’s economy, weavers were 
granted their charter in 1512, although 
evidence suggests an organised body 
could date from as early as 1475. The 
oldest Lockit Book dates back to 1557.

g  OTHeRS: The powerful Guild of 
Merchants was incorporated in 1286, 
and there are also less influential 
fraternities of Mariners and Maltmen. 
The Three United Trades of the 
building industry didn’t receive a 
charter until 1741.

Dundee’s major industry during medieval times 
was the export of raw wool, although from the  
15th century onwards this had matured into textile 
production. During the 18th century, however,  
two government Acts would play a huge role in 
kick-starting its economy.

Firstly, the 1742 Bounty Act subsidised linen 
produced for export – prompting the construction 
of large, four-storey mills that could handle mass-
production for the first time. A second Bounty Act in 
1750 did for the maritime industries what the first 
had done for textiles, triggering a significant 
expansion of the local whaling trade.

Jute in time
Between 1721 and 1821 Dundee’s population more 
than doubled, from 12,400 to over 30,000. During 
the 1820s, however, that all-important linen export 
bounty was gradually phased out, increasing the 
demand for cheaper, much tougher fabrics. It was 
the discovery that dry jute fibres, imported  
from India, could be lubricated with a product 
already in plentiful supply in the area – whale oil – 
that really transformed the area’s fortunes.

Once lubricated, the jute could be processed 
much more easily, and Dundee’s vast mechanised 
mills were soon converted to produce this new 
material. Used to make sacking, burlap, twine and 
canvas, jute sold in huge volumes at a quarter of the 
price of linen. 

Global politics proved somewhat serendipitous 
too: the Crimean War and American Civil War 
disrupted the flow of Prussian flax and American 
cotton respectively, and Dundee couldn’t produce 
jute fast enough.

During this prosperous period, a huge influx of 
Irish workers led to rapid urban expansion. At its 
peak, the Dundee jute industry comprised 62 mills 

Link The 1.4 mile-long Tay 
Road Bridge that connects 
Dundee to Fife 
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employing over 50,000 workers between them. 
One particular firm alone, Camperdown Works in 
Lochee owned by the Cox Brothers, employed 
5,000 people in 1900, and at one point it was  
the world’s largest jute manufacturer.

Whaling grew in tandem to cater to the 
enormous oil demands of the jute industry, as  
did shipbuilding, with Dundee’s port expanded 
significantly from 1815 onwards. At its height,  
200 ships were built there each year, one of the 
more famous of which was Robert Falcon Scott’s 
Antarctic research vessel, the RRS Discovery.

Ultimately, the mighty jute industry would collapse 
as a result of cheaper production costs on the Indian 
subcontinent – and this resulted in enormous levels 
of unemployment, particularly during the 1920s  
and 1930s. By 1951, less than 20 per cent of the 
city’s workforce was employed in the trade, 
and commercial production had ceased 
altogether by the end of the 1970s.

However the other two ‘J’s – 
jam and journalism – remain to 
this day: James Keiller and Son, 
established in 1795, pioneered 
commercial marmalade 
production and is now owned 
by Robertson’s; and publishing 
firm DC Thomson & Co, 
best-known for comics the Beano 
and the Dandy as well as various local 
papers plus family history websites 
Findmypast and Genes Reunited, opened its  
doors in 1905 and is still going strong to this day.

Since 2007, Dundee City Council has maintained 
an excellent Family History Centre at  

the Central Library. The first of its kind in Scotland,  
it brings together various local authority services 
under one roof to make the course of your family 
history research much smoother. Qualified staff are 

on hand at the Centre to offer advice and 
assist with your research if required, 

with the entire database of 
Scotland’s birth, marriage and 

death records (from 1855) and 
census records (from 1841) at 
their disposal, as well as 
alternative sources such as poor 
relief and property valuation 

records. In most cases, staff can 
help you trace your family tree 

back to at least the 17th century.
Once the basic framework is in place, 

you can add supplementary details from 
different departments at the Family History Centre – 
such as burial records from Graves Administration and 
period photographs of the area where your ancestors 
lived from the extensive Local History section.

Top three. Dundee archives
Recommended places to help with your research into your family in the area

Family History Centre

1 Proudly the first of its kind in Scotland, 
this dedicated research unit in Dundee is  

a well-equipped, one-stop-shop for all your 
genealogical needs. If you can afford the £26 
per hour price tag, its research service will get 
your family tree up and running quickly and 
efficiently. www.dundeecity.gov.uk/supportservs/
genealogyunit

Dundee City Archives 

2 If you prefer to conduct your own research 
at the coalface, Dundee’s main archive 

(www.dundeecity.gov.uk/archive) stocks an 
extensive range of original records, with 
holdings dating back to the early 16th century, 
including some unique to Scotland, such as 
Lawburrows records and Cess books. There are 
also original charters from as far back as 1298.

Tay Valley FHS Research Centre

3 Spanning the wider Tay Valley area – 
including the counties of Angus, Fife, 

Kinross and Perthshire – the local Family 
History Society maintains its own Research 
Centre, also in Dundee, where you’ll find 
various records on paper, microfiche, microfilm 
and CD-ROM. There’s also a paid-for research 
service at £5 per hour. www.tayvalleyfhs.org.uk

JAM 
ToMorroW 

The tale is that Janet Keiller 
invented marmalade in 1797 to 

use a cargo of Seville oranges, but 
recipes exist from the 16th century. 
The Keillers’ industrialisation of the 

process certainly put Dundee jam 
on the map, however, with 300 

people employed in the 
sector at its peak.

“The publishing 
firm DC 
Thomson & Co, 
best-known for 
comics the Beano 
and the Dandy as 
well as various 
local papers, 
opened its doors in 
1905 and is still 
going strong to  
this day”

Medieval Broughty Castle was completed in 1495 and stands 
at the tip of a shallow point projecting into the Firth of Tay
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Top three. Dundee websites
Discover more about your forebears from Dundee with these online resources

Friends of Dundee City Archives

1 Established in 1989, the Friends of Dundee 
City Archives (www.fdca.org.uk) raises 

awareness of the importance of preserving 
records and supports the activities of the 
archivists. Its website is packed with useful 
information and resources concerning  
specific types of records, as well as whaling, 
shipbuilding and many other local industries.

Scottish Handwriting

2 An invaluable resource for any researcher 
who is attempting to decipher original 

handwritten records from the 16th, 17th and 
18th centuries, this website provides advice  
and tuition to help historians and genealogists 
improve their palaeographical skills, including 
a series of tutorials and multi-part courses. 
www.scottishhandwriting.com 

Old Burial Ground

3 This site came about after Gill Martin of 
Stonehaven discovered one of her ancestors 

was buried in an ancient graveyard near 
Dundee and she attempted to catalogue the  
rest of the headstones. The area is difficult to 
access, so her efforts will prove useful to fellow 
researchers. www.monikie.org.uk/bf-
oldburialground.htm

WHALInG HeRITAGe
Nowadays it may be a controversial pursuit reserved for other 
countries, but at one time whaling was a staple of Dundee life
During the 18th and 19th centuries whaling and seal hunting were enormous industries 
on both sides of the Atlantic, involving hundreds of ships and employing many 
thousands of men.

For over 150 years, hunting whales was big business in Dundee. The city’s fleet was 
active for longer than many other countries, starting with the launch of its first whaling 
ship, fittingly called Dundee, in 1753.

By the mid-1880s, however, it was the only remaining whaling port in Britain, and 
lost ships were no longer being replaced. The Terra Nova was famously the last 
purpose-built whaler to leave the shipyards in 1884. 

The trade finally came to an end in 1914, shortly before World War I. And it was  
in WWII that Terra Nova met her end, sunk by a German U-boat in 1943.

Thousands of whales were slaughtered between 1753 and 1914, their oil fuelling 
Dundee’s booming jute industry. But it’s not all blood and blubber: besides harpooning 
the majestic mammals of the sea, whaling captains played their part in surveying 
uncharted ocean regions, mapping coastlines and reporting on weather systems.

Dundee-built ships also played host to great Arctic and Antarctic explorers: the  
Terra Nova ferried Captain Scott on his doomed expedition to the South Pole, while 
Ernest Shackleton sailed in the Nimrod and the Aurora.

You can make bookings with the Registrar of 
between one and six hours, charged at £26 per 

hour, with the proviso that comprehensive 
research generally takes a minimum of two to 
three hours. Given the popularity of the service, 
they strongly advice booking ahead – but if 
you’re unable to make the trip to Dundee  
in person, you can make applications via post  

or email.
If you prefer to go straight to the source, 

Dundee City Archive and Record Centre has official 
records from Dundee City Council, as well as the 

WoMeN’s 
WorK 

One particularly notable fact 
about the jute industry was its 

unusually high proportion of female 
workers. In 1901 25,000 women 

were employed in the industry and 
by 1911, this had risen to over 
30,000, or three-quarters of 

the jute production 
workforce.

former City of Dundee District Council, the former 
Corporation of Dundee and the former Tayside 
Regional Council. 

These include Burgh Court Books from 1520-
1898; Burgh Court registers of decrees from 
1676-1883; Register of Deeds from 1626-1908; 
Burgh protocol books from 1518-1653; and also 
Lawburrows books from 1621-1821 – in Scottish 
law these are the result of civil action initiated by 
someone afraid of another’s possible violence.

Other records of interest here include shipping 
registers from 1580-1713 and Cess books, or land 
tax records, from 1826-1896. Finally, there are 
minutes from council, school and police meetings, 
dating back to the early 1820s in some cases.

For more general interest, there are also a great 
many fascinating documents stored at Dundee City 
Archive, such as a charter signed by William Wallace 
in 1298; the confirmation of King Robert the Bruce 
in 1327; a licence by Mary Queen of Scots in 1564; 
and a letter from the exiled Charles II dated 1649.

Academic archive
You can find further collections at the University of 
Dundee’s own archives, which date back to 1881 
and relate to everything from shipping to women  
to medicine, as well as the dominant textile industry 
of course.

Within the Manuscript Collections, you’ll find 
records of businesses, societies and organisations, 
churches, families and individuals, including over  
100 relating to the jute and linen industry in both 
Dundee and West Bengal, India.

Various ecclesiastical and hospital records  
are stored here, while the Joan Auld Memorial 
Collection concerns British labour, social  
and shipping history. Meanwhile, within the  
Kinnear Local Collection you’ll find a broad range  
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of local books and newspapers, including many  
rare items.

Extensive photographic archives include a huge 
body of work by early-20th century Hungarian 
photojournalist Michael Peto, plus over 15,000 
images created by the university itself contained in 
the Turner-McKinlay Photographic Collection.

Tay Valley Family History Society operates its own 
Research Centre, too. It’s based in Dundee, but with 
a remit spanning the entire Tay Valley region: Angus, 
Fife, Kinross and Perthshire. Here, you’ll find an 
extensive library of research materials on paper, 
microfilm and CD-ROM, including census returns, 
Old Parish Registers and other primary sources.

A limited research service is available for FHS 
members, conducted by volunteers and limited to 
sources available in the Research Centre or the 
immediate vicinity of Dundee. Unlike the main 
Family History Centre, you won’t be able to compile 
your entire family tree using this service, although it’s 
considerably cheaper at £5 per hour – all of which 
contributes directly to the upkeep of the Society. n

grAhAM
On the clan map of Scotland, 
Dundee lies firmly within the 
territories of the Grahams. The 
Grahams were descended from 
a Norman knight, William de 
Graham, from Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, who was invited  
to settle in Scotland by the  
Scots kings. John Graham of 
Claverhouse, Viscount Dundee, 
‘Bonnie Dundee’ was a staunch 
Jacobite who fought William of 
Orange’s troops at the Battle of 
Killiecrankie in 1689. 

MAule
This is a popular surname in 
Dundee because of the 
extensive Maule lands lying to 
the east around Carnoustie. 
They came from Maules in the 
Seine-et-Oise department of 
France, and Robert de Maules 
settled in the Lothians under 
King David I. Later his 
descendant Peter de Maule 
acquired Panmure, near 
Dundee, by marriage. The 
Maules became Earls of 
Panmure and Lords Panmure  
of Brechin. 

scryMgeor
This surname is from the Old 
French escremisseor and means 
‘fencing master’. It also exists in 
England as Scrimshaw. It first 
appears in Scotland in 1298 
when Alexander Schrymeschur 
was granted the privilege of 
carrying the king’s banner in 
battle and was made Constable 
of the Castle of Dundee. John 
Scrymgeour became Viscount 
Dudhope in 1641 and the 3rd 
Viscount became 1st Earl of 
Dundee in 1660. 

other regional names
g cox The family of actor Brian Cox 
came to Dundee from Ireland. Their 
surname is probably derived from the 
Gaelic Mac an Choiligh.
g dAVidsoN The Davidsons were a 
family at Balgay near Dundee. Their 
surname meant ‘son of David’. 
g ForresTer The Forresters of 
Dundee used a hound running between 
three hunting horns on their coat of 
arms, reflecting the meaning of their 
surname, keeper of a hunting forest. 
g hAys From Old French haia, 
‘hedge’, and introduced to Lowland 
Scotland by the Normans.
g iVory Mac Iamharach, ‘son of Ivar’, 
this was the surname of Sir James 
Ivory (1765-1842) of Dundee, the 
mathematician and his nephew James, 
Lord Ivory (16792-1866).
g KNox Knox was a popular 
surname in Dundee. The surname  
is from the barony of Knock  
in Renfrewshire. 
g lyoNs Either a nickname for 
someone lion-like, or it denotes  
origins in one of several places called 
Lyons, France.

Dundee surname histories
Discover the true origins of Dundee family names  
with YFT expert Anthony Adolph

COnTACTS
ANgus ArchiVes
Hunter Library, Restenneth Priory, by Forfar, 
DD8 2SZ 
w. www.angus.gov.uk/history/archives 
e. angus.archives@angus.gov.uk 
t. 01307 468644

duNdee ciTy ArchiVes 
Archive and Record Centre, Support Services
21 City Square, Dundee, DD1 3BY
w. www.dundeecity.gov.uk/archive 
e. archives@dundeecity.gov.uk 
t. 01382 434494

FAMily hisTory ceNTre
Central Library, The Wellgate, Dundee,  
DD1 1DB
w. www.dundeecity.gov.uk/supportservs/
genealogyunit 
e. registrars@dundeecity.gov.uk 
t. 01382 431516

perTh & KiNross couNcil 
ArchiVe
AK Bell Library, York Place, Perth, PH2 8EP
w. www.pkc.gov.uk/archives 
e. archives@pkc.gov.uk 
t. 01738 477012

TAy VAlley FAMily hisTory 
socieTy
179–181 Princes Street, Dundee, DD4 6DQ
w. www.tayvalleyfhs.org.uk 
t. 01382 461845

uNiVersiTy oF duNdee  
ArchiVe serVices
Tower Building, University of Dundee, 
Dundee, DD1 4HN
w. www.dundee.ac.uk/archives 
e. archives@dundee.ac.uk 
t. 01382 384095

VerdANT WorKs: scoTlANd’s 
JuTe MuseuM
West Henderson’s Wynd, Dundee, DD1 5BT
w. www.rrsdiscovery.com/index.
php?pageID=130 
e. admin@dundeeheritage.co.uk 
t. 01382 309060

WeBsiTes

ABerTAy hisToricAl socieTy
w. www.abertay.org.uk 

BygoNe duNdee
w. http://bygone.dundeecity.gov.uk 

FrieNds oF duNdee ciTy ArchiVes
w. www.fdca.org.uk

hM FrigATe uNicorN
w. www.frigateunicorn.org 

NiNe TrAdes oF duNdee
w. www.ninetradesofdundee.co.uk 

old BuriAl grouNd AT 
BroughTy Ferry
w. www.monikie.org.uk/bf-oldburialground.
htm

“Dundee’s major industry in 
medieval times was exporting 
raw wool, but from the 15th 
century this matured into 
textile production”
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In 1976 my father wrote: “Our worst problem was usually to find our aerodrome or any aerodrome 
to land at when we got back to England because things were primitive in the early days and the 
weather often closed in while we were away. Later on we got several aids, the best of which was a 
radio beam. If we got to the left of it we heard dots and if we were to the right we heard dashes…. 
There were also numerous flashing beacons all of which were marked on the map. 

“If the weather was really thick we could always see certain search lights even through the clouds. If 
we circled the searchlight it would know we were in trouble and lay its beam down pointing to the 
nearest aerodrome. Every RAF aircraft was fitted with an automatic transmitter called an IFF – 
Identification Friend or Foe.”

A sAfe plAce to lAnd  
Apart from the sheer terror of bombing, one problem was finding the airfield 
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fifty one flights
Believing that World War II would be a flash  
in the pan, our reader’s father left New Zealand in  
search of excitement. Was it as he imagined?
By Tim Clarke

Tim is a secondary school 
English and History teacher at 
St Matthew’s Collegiate School, 
Masterton, NZ. He has been 

researching his genealogy for five years.

In October 2009, I was flicking 
through NZ Memories magazine, and 
was suddenly confronted with a 

picture of my father. It was a photo I 
knew well. In his album it is captioned, 
“Veterans on Second Tour of Operations”. 
My father had been dead 12 years, and 
the sight of that photo, illustrating an 
article on Squadron Leader Ray Newton, 
begged me to research my father’s story.

I already had some knowledge of his 
war from stories told when I was young; 
however, 1960s pacifism and our 
conflicting attitudes to the Vietnam War 
had largely silenced story telling. The 
stories only re-appeared when his eldest 
grandson showed a growing interest in all 
things military. 

Needing more than fading memories, I 
did three things: I explored his log book, 
photo album and newspaper clippings; I 
applied to NZ Defence Force Archives for 
his record of service; and I contacted the 
author of the NZ Memories article, who put 

training, so he transferred to air gunnery. 
He went on to serve as rear gunner on 
Wellington bombers through two tours of 
duty, making 51 sorties over Germany 
and enemy-occupied territory.

From Harwell he was posted to 149 
Squadron based at Mildenhall, Suffolk, 
where the excitement began. On his first 
operational flight, 7 October 1940, he 
recorded feeling, “very interested and 
very nervous”. Two nights later he was 
back in the air, his logbook noting: “Rhur 
valley. Bombed at 5,000 feet. Badly shot 
up.” On 15 October, over the Kiel Canal, 
they suffered severe icing; on 20 October, 
the left engine failed; and an eight hour 
flight over Berlin on 1 November brought 
more drama: “2nd Pilot wounded. 86 
shrapnel holes.” The entry for 25 
November notes: “Operational. Kiel Canal. 
Landed at Honington. W/op [wireless 
operator] baled out.” It was a very dirty 

me in touch with the navigator who flew 
with my father. These sources helped 
flesh out his laconic log book entries.

Born in 1912 in Wellington, New 
Zealand, my father, Reginald Leonard 
Clarke (Reg) grew up in Masterton where 
his father was a bank manager. He left 
school in 1929 to become an agricultural 
cadet. In 1931, following the Napier 
earthquake, his father was promoted  
to manage the National Bank there. My 
father followed soon after, and trained  
as a wool classer. 

On 11 March 1940 he enlisted in the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force. In those 
early days it seemed a great adventure.  
He and his friends believed that this war 
would be a flash in the pan, and he 
wanted a chance to see the world and 
have a little excitement. 

off to see the world
After brief training at Levin and Ohakea 
in the lower North Island, on 24 May he 
embarked for England on the SS Mataroa, 
sailing via Pitcairn Island and the Panama 
Canal. On arrival he was posted to 
Harwell for operational training. 

Reg Clarke had enlisted as a trainee 
pilot. However, he feared that the war 
would end before he completed that 

Youth Reg Clarke was a skilled shooter and deer 
stalker  in New Zealand before the war

cAse study tWo
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Case Study Tw
o – Fifty one flights

the 
Wellington 

BomBer  
The Vickers Wellington was a 

British twin-engined, long range  
bomber designed in the mid-1930s. 

Its aluminium alloy (duralumin) frame 
was covered with wood battens and 

stretched linen and its geodesic 
design conferred great 
strength to the aircraft. 
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night, and after nine hours in the air they 
were low on fuel. The weather had closed in 
and the pilot couldn’t find anywhere to land. 
In 1992 my father recalled: 

“Our captain decided we would have to take the 
plane up to 3000 feet and bail out. The wireless 
operator went first and I was next in line. 
Suddenly we saw the aerodrome with its lights 
switched on. By gosh, I was pleased, I really had 
the wind up having to bail out at night.” 

On 8 December they “shot up a Hun 
‘drome” at Bordeaux and he recorded 
firing 1,500 rounds. A few days later over 
Mannheim they were attacked by an 
ME110 [Messerschmitt].

With operational flights on 23 
December (Mannheim) and 28 December 
(Lorient), there was little break for 
Christmas. There was no flying in 
January, but during February and March 
there were ten more operations to places 
such as the Kiel Canal, Ruhr valley, 
Bremen, Cologne and Hanover. 

Then, on 10 April on a routine daylight 
flight, the plane, “Hit top of tree taking 
off and crashed. Four killed. Cyril and I 
injured.” My father could see that they 
were too low and braced himself against  
a spar, an action he always credited with 
saving him. The injury to his left knee 
would continue to give problems 
throughout his life. Thus ended his  
first tour of duty. He had completed  
155 hours 55 minutes of “excitement”. 

second tour
Following his recovery my father was 
posted to Bassingbourn as an armaments 
instructor, but in April 1942 he decided 
upon a second tour of duty and was 
posted to 75 Squadron RNZAF at Feltwell. 

While the operations were much the 
same, they now flew MK 3 
Wellington Bombers with 
four Browning guns in  
the rear turret. Other 
developments, in 
particular the Drem 
lighting system, made 
it easier to land safely. 

Excitement abounded. 
His logbook entry for 27 
April 1942 is typically 
laconic: “Forced down to 50 
feet twice. Fired 1,200 rounds.” 
50 feet! That’s just 15.24 metres!  
I’d heard this story, but when I met the 
navigator Bill Bridget in 2010 he provided 
more detail. They were flying at 12,000  
feet when the aircraft was coned in 
searchlights. This was a bomber’s 
nightmare as they would be well lit up and 
an easy target for the guns, which could 
reach to 20,000 feet, as Bill remembered:

“It was a terrible feeling, everything was so light. The 
captain had to either swerve or somehow alter 
altitude to get out of the glare. He put the bomber 
into a screaming dive. Unfortunately he forgot to 
turn off his microphone so all the way down we 
could hear his laboured breathing. It didn’t do  
much for us, he was gasping.” 

The pilot only pulled out of the 
dive with very great difficulty 

and with the navigator’s 
“assistance” on the 

second joystick. At 50 
feet they were flying 
between, not above, 
the factory chimneys 
of Cologne. 

The following night, 
my father flew again, 

though not with his usual 
crew. Two aircraft were sent 

back over Cologne just to start the 
air-raid sirens again and maintain 
psychological pressure. One rear gunner 
was ill, and so my father flew with 
Squadron Leader Newton, subject of the 
NZ Memories article.

My father’s nerves were showing signs 
of wear. On the return to base, they were 
flying straight and level above the clouds. 

My father radioed the squadron leader 
and told him he was getting nervous; they 
should get down in the murk; “It was the 
only time I ever gave the squadron leader 
orders and he did what he was told to,” he 
said later. When they reached home, the 
landing was bumpier than usual and the 
plane bounced up into the air. My father 
“got excited” (his words) and squeezed  
the trigger, firing down the flarepath. 

His second tour of duty came to an end 
a month later, after 51 operational flights.  
On 17 July 1942, he left the UK and 
returned to New Zealand.

My father was always clear that he went 
in search of excitement, fearing that the 
war would be over before he could be part 
of it. How, then, did the “excitement” 
affect him? On the physical level, his 
injured knee remained weak and painful, 
and his hearing was damaged by the 
noise. His nerves remained somewhat 
edgy. Before the war he had been a keen 
deer hunter, with trophy heads displayed 
in his parents’ house. After the war he did 
not hunt again. Two of his comments 
remain in my mind: war teaches respect 
for life, and no-one who has been to war 
finds it easy to believe in God. Perhaps 
most telling of all, he never flew again. n

None of my father’s letters home have survived, however, I have other records to augment my 
memories of his stories, and to pass on to his grandchildren. He, along with all airmen, 
maintained a logbook detailing daytime flights in blue and night flights in red. His photograph 
album records his voyage to England, various Wellington Bombers, crew and friends, and a 
number of photographs taken inside the aircraft. I also have two letters he wrote dealing with 
technicalities of navigation. 
Then there are newspaper clippings. In 1992 the local Masterton newspaper, the Wairarapa 
Times-Age, published a substantial feature based on an extensive interview. Finally, I have his 
service record and his medals. Doubtless other records exist that I have yet to discover; and I 
would love to hear from descendants of other crew members.

75 
squAdron 

rnZAf
No 75 (NZ) Squadron of the  

RAF was the first Commonwealth 
squadron to be formed in Bomber 
Command. Their motto is “Ake ake 
kia kaha” (Maori: “For ever and ever 

be strong”). Equipped with 
Wellington Bombers, 75 

Squadron took part in early 
bombing offensives. 

the records he left 
There are no letters, but many other good sources helped tell Reg’s story

Into action Reg as 
second pilot at 10,000 
feet with Pilot Officer 

Morrison, instead of in his 
rear gun turret
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A practical approach to researching your ancestorsIf you’re new to family 
history these principles 
will help you get the most 
from your time

Work backWards
However you go about your 

research, start with yourself and  
work backwards by generation.  
This will ensure you have verified  
your sources at each stage

be organIsed  
and honest 

You must be systematic and 
methodical, as you’ll inevitably 
collect a lot of information. Start 
with a simple filing system, and keep 
certificates and documents safe

start WIth your  
lIvIng relatIves

Gather together all the available 
birth, marriage and death 
certificates. Talk to as many relatives 
as possible, especially the eldest, as 
they’ll all have useful information

set your sIghts
Don’t try to research your 

entire ancestry at once – the data 
will overwhelm you. Decide early 
on which branch you want to 
concentrate on first of all

understand 
surnames

Surnames are usually derived from 
places, occupations, nicknames  
or an early father-son relationship.  
The rarer the name, the easier 
searches usually are

classes & socIetIes
It’s always worth joining a 

family history society to get a good 
grounding in the research basics,  
and meet others with a similar 
interest. Check the full list of  
societies at http://tinyurl.com/8oqjl2y

use the resources 
that you have 

Technology is becoming an ever 
more vital part of family history 
research. Don’t be afraid to make 
use of a computer and the internet

Lizi Brown
Production editor
lizi.brown@futurenet.com

50 get started 
hIre an exPert
When the brick walls refuse 
to budge, a professional 
genealogist may be able  
to help with your family 
history research. Discover  
how to find the right one  
and make the most of them.

54 lookIng  
onlIne use  
famIlysearch
A product of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints based in Utah, 
this massive free website is 
an essential tool for family 
historians across the world.

58 hands-on  
clean uP 
your tree
Is your genealogy research file 
in a mess? As spring is upon 
us we show you how you can 
make it spick and span again 
with our essential spring-
cleaning guide.

64 World War I  
unIt War dIarIes
The war diaries compiled in 
the trenches and dugouts 
of World War I give us an 
insight into the day-to-day 
lives of our fighting forebears. 
Discover what they contain 
and how to find them.

60 occuPatIons 
confectIoners
In the 1600s ‘sweetmeats’ 
made from marzipan, nuts 
and candied peels were sold 
in Britain, but it wasn’t until 
the mid-19th century that the 
term confectioner became as 
clearly defined as it is today.

70 goIng further 
clubs & socIetIes 
records
Since the 18th century, 
people have been urged  
to ‘join our club’, and 
surviving records can reveal 
how our ancestors spent  
their leisure time.

One way round the 
brick walls we inevitably 
encounter in our research 
is to hire a professional 
genealogist. There are so 
many available to choose 
from, all with different  
areas of expertise, so on page 
50 we give you some tips on  

how to pick the right one for you and ensure 
you get everything you need from your pro.

Now that spring is upon us it’s a great time 
to take a virtual feather duster to your family 
research files, whether they be stored online 
or on a program on your computer. On page 58 
we’ve got an essential guide to getting rid of any 
duplications and simple errors to make it perfect. 

“The key 
consideration 
when hiring  
a professional  
to understand 
the level and 
areas of their 
expertise, and 
the likelihood 
of them solving 
your problem”



 April 2014 Your FamilY Tree 49SUBSCrIBe AT WWW.myfAvoUrITemAgAzIneS.Co.Uk/yfTP3B

QUICK LOOK: hoW to PublIsh your 
famIly hIstory story for free
If you’ve written something brilliant, why not  
share your work with the world? Publishing is  
a much more common pursuit now than it’s  
ever been. you can put your created music  
online, make your own radio shows, podcasts  
and even – as we’re about to find out – publish 
your own digital books! 

We’ll presume you’ve created a document you 
want people to be able to download and read on 
their own devices, such as the story of one of your 
ancestors, a history of the local parish church etc. 
This could encompass anything from the Kobo 
Touch to the Sony eReader, all the way through  
to programs like Amazon’s Kindle app. 

However, the process isn’t entirely simple. 
Before you begin, you’re going to need to make 
sure your book isn’t only well written, but 
properly formatted and ready to go onto 
any e-reader device on the market. n

4 Click ‘Next’, then 
click ‘Finish’ to load 

Calibre. The first step to 
converting your book 
is to add it to Calibre’s 
library. Click the ‘Add 
books’ icon at the top-
left and find your text  
file. Highlight it, select 

‘Open’, and it will pop 
up in the main window. 
Right-click it and select 

‘Convert books’ then 
‘Convert individually’.

5 Don’t worry too much 
about the fields here 

– we’ll fill them in properly 
later on. At the top right of 
the window, select ‘epub’ 
and click ‘OK’. Now click 

‘Click to open’ next to ‘Path’ 
in the column on the right, 
and you should see several 
files in a folder: a copy of 
your original document 
in text format, and one in 
epub format, which is used 
by several e-readers. Keep 
this folder open.

1 Your first step is to 
ensure the document 

is suitable for use as an 
ebook. Take your source 
text, open it up, select it 
all with Ctrl+A and copy 
it to the clipboard with 
Ctrl+C. Open Notepad 
(in Windows 8, hit 
Windows+Q then type 
notepad; in other versions 
it should be in ‘Start’  
under Accessories) and 
paste the text into a blank 
document with Ctrl+V.

2 When you’ve spaced 
out all of your lines, the 

plain text portion of your 
ebook adventure is done. 
Click ‘File’ then ‘Save’, 
give it a name – making 
sure you keep the .txt 
extension at the end – and 
click the dropdown box 
at the bottom of the Save 
dialog to change its format 
from ANSI to UTF-8. This 
ensures that any special 
characters are maintained. 
Finally, click ‘Save’.

6 Now we need Sigil, a 
free program that fine 

tunes ebooks for the best 
possible results. We’ll use 
this to add appropriate 
styling to your ebook, 
and generate a table of 
contents – essential in a 
digital publication. You  
can download the latest 
version of Sigil from  
http://code.google.com/p/
sigil. Use the link marked 

‘Windows build’ on the 
Downloads page.

7 Double-click the 
Sigil installer, click 

‘Next’, accept the licence 
agreement and stick with 
the default folder by 
clicking ‘Next’ again. You 
can associate epub format 
ebooks with Sigil by default, 
but if you use your PC 
for a lot of reading this is 
probably more trouble 
than it’s worth. Click  

‘Next’ twice and select 
‘Install’. Click ‘Finish’, then 
find Sigil in your Start menu 
or on the Start screen.

8 We’ll be honest, 
Sigil isn’t the easiest 

program to use. To 
begin, let’s load your 
document by dragging 
it from the folder we 
left open earlier and 
dropping it into Sigil’s 
main window. The 
middle window shows 
the chapter you’re 
currently editing, and  
the left column shows 
the files that make up 
the internal structure  
of your ebook.

3 Now we need to 
turn that plain text 

into an ebook. To do this 
you’ll need to get hold of 
Calibre from http://calibre-
ebook.com. Once you’ve 
got the file, double-click 
it to start the installation 

– you won’t need to 
change anything, so just 
click ‘Next’ until it’s 
complete. If you own  
an e-reader set it up 
here, but if not stick  
with the defaults.

9 Open up the first 
chapter of your 

ebook by selecting it in 
the list on the left-hand 
side of the program. 
Select the headline and 
click the ‘H2’ button at 
the top to style it up. If 
you have sub-headings, 
style them up with ‘H3’. 
Click through each 
chapter and repeat this 
process. The H1 style 
should be reserved 
for a title page, if there 
happens to be one.

10 Your table of 
contents is vitally 

important, because page 
numbers become irrelevant 
once your document has 
been transformed into  
an ebook. Thankfully,  
with the formatting  
you’ve already done you 
can use to create a table  
of contents automatically.  
Just hit the key combination 
Ctrl+T, untick the items  
you don’t want included, 
then click ‘OK’.

11 Make sure you use 
the two buttons 

with ticks at the top of the 
interface – the spellcheck 
and the validator – to 
ensure that your words are 
sound and no unfortunate 
errors have been inserted 
into the document. If all’s 
well, hit Ctrl+S to save  
your doc. Load Calibre 
again, find your title in the 
central list, and click it once. 
Click ‘epub’ on the right to 
see how the book looks in 
the built-in ebook reader.

12 Right-click the entry 
in the central Calibre 

list and select ‘Convert 
books’ and ‘Convert 
individually’. Make sure 

‘epub’ is selected in the top-
left drop-down box, then 
start adding your info. You 
may want to add a cover 
image, which you can do by 
clicking the button to the 
right of the box below the 
book icon. Find its file, pick 
a format to convert to at 
the top-right and click ‘OK’.

13 It’s done! What 
you do next is up 

to you. You could send 
it to your e-reader, a 
friend, or you could 
start a self-publishing 
empire by getting it on 
Amazon. Visit http://
amzn.to/15OtQ to check 
out your options, and 
follow the guides; it’s not 
free (you’ll have to give 
up around a 30 per cent 
cut of sales and add VAT 
on top) but it’s a great 
way to get exposure.
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GET STARTED

Hire an expert

F amily history is a 
wonderfully engaging 
hobby that opens the 
doorway to times long 

since gone, all of which have 
formed the very DNA of the 
country and society that we are 
now a part of. In its most direct 
sense it also provides us with 
a new sense of ourselves, by 
revealing the direct ancestral 
stories that made us the 
individuals that we are today. 

However, for most of us, family 
history is just that – a hobby – and 
our knowledge of how to engage 
with that hobby is often shaped 
and progressed as a result of the 
immediate finds that we make 
in our trees. If great-granny Delia 

was born in India, we turn to a 
book about how to find Indian 
records, or if great-uncle Bill was in 
the Army, we turn to an article or 
website to gain from the wisdom  
of others about how to pursue  
their story in a war long ago. 
We can often be blinkered into 
considering only the most obvious 
resources, often because they are 
readily available online, and when 
we find a ‘hit’ we consider the  
job done, before moving on to the 
next problem. 

Many resources are indeed 
online, thanks to the rapid increase 
in the digitisation of records in 
recent years for presentation 
on sites such as Ancestry.co.uk 
(www.ancestry.co.uk), Findmypast 

When the brick walls refuse to budge, a professional 
genealogist may be able to help

(www.findmypast.co.uk) and The 
Genealogist (www.thegenalogist.
co.uk). However, despite such a rapid 
growth, such material available 
online is still but a drop in the 
ocean compared to what actually 
exists in archives and repositories 
across the country. In fact what 
many of us may lack is a sense of 
this larger genealogical landscape 
that exists out there. 

Even if we know that an archive 
may hold the required records 
of interest, it may well be at the 
other end of the country, or even 
overseas. We may not have the time 
also to fully learn all we need to 
know about the variety of different 
court records generated by the 
old English manorial system, 

First identify who you might 
wish to employ. You can do 
this by various means, 

including by word of mouth, 
advertisements in family history 
magazines, or from professional bodies. 
Most genealogists will prefer contact by 
email, so that you can maintain a 
detailed record of requirements.

When contacting the genealogist, 
enclose a concise summary of 
the problem that you wish to 

have addressed. Try to be as specific as 
possible, as your requirements will form 
the heart of the brief that the client will 
work within. Outline what you have 
already considered, including negative  
as well as positive finds.

Genealogists will always ask, 
where possible, to see copies  
of any documents that you may 

have previously sourced. Not only will  
this prevent duplication of effort on their 
part, the genealogist may also see clues 
within the documents that may be more 
important than you realised when you first 
looked at them.

Step-by-step: Finding a professional
How to hire a genealogist and define the brief, so you get exactly what you pay for
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Get started... Hire an expertResource The Association 
of Professional Genealogists 

website is one place to look 
when you’re thinking of hiring 

an expert to help with your 
family history research

“Bear in mind  
that professional 
genealogists don’t 
have a crystal ball 
each, so they can’t 
always guarantee 
success. However,  
if you do find the 
correct one it may 
just transform your 
family history research 
for the better”

Once the genealogist has 
assessed your request (some  
will charge for this, others do  

so freely), he or she will outline a general 
strategy that they believe you can pursue. 
This may take some negotiation. Once 
agreed, you may be asked to sign a 
contract between you confirming any 
agreed arrangement.

Different genealogists charge 
in different ways, but many will 
ask for a deposit in advance to 

cover basic expenses and some initial 
research. This may be through an online 
service such as PayPal (a small charge 
may apply), or by cheque or direct bank 
transfer. Upon completion, you will be 
invoiced for the balance.
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Get started... Hire an expert

Online You can  
find professionals 
who specialise in 
Scottish research

the Welsh use of patronymics, 
the complexities of the Scottish 
inheritance system, or how to 
navigate through the remainder 
of the devastated Irish national 
records following the country’s 
civil war. Family history isn’t 
always the most convenient of 
hobbies to pursue, and certainly 
not always the cheapest.

One possible solution for many 
of the above problems is to hire a 
professional genealogist. These are 
family historians who have in most 
cases been researching their own 
backgrounds for many years,  
and then who undertake  
specialist training and courses, 
which allows them to set up in 
business as genealogy professionals. 

The range of skills they can offer 
can vary, from a simple look up of 
a document at a local archive; an 
hour of their time to help create a 
potential research plan; or the full-
blown consideration of a problem 
or family history line that has been 
vexing us for many years. 

The key consideration when 
wishing to hire a genealogist is to 
first try to understand the level of 
their expertise, and the likelihood 
that they may be able to deliver 
if you invest in their services. 

the media, where they learnt how 
to analyse problems and to create 
paths towards solutions.

Certified skills 
Increasingly, professional  
family historians are also 
recognising the value of 
studying an intensive further 
education course specifically 
based on genealogical themes, 
for example the postgraduate 
certificate, diploma and masters 
courses available from the 
University of Strathclyde (www.
strath.ac.uk/genealogy), or through 
recognised qualifications from 
well-established bodies such as 
the Institute of Heraldic and 
Genealogical Studies at Canterbury 
(www.ihgs.ac.uk). These courses are 
expensive to study and can take up 
to three years or more to complete, 
so those going through them are 
very serious about the end result 
that they wish to achieve. 

More importantly, they have 
also put their research skills up to 
professional scrutiny and achieved 
an academically recognised 
standard that should help to 
convince you of their ability. 

There are many ways to find 
a professional genealogist. Some 

GEnEAloGy EvEnTS
Family history fairs occur 
regularly across the UK,  

with many genealogists exhibiting their 
services. Most will be very happy to 
spend a bit of time talking about any 
brick wall problems, providing a great 
opportunity for a prospective client  
to get to know the person before 
potentially hiring them. 

PRofESSionAl boDiES
There are a few professional 
organisations that genealogists 

might join, which regularly display lists  
online. The Association of Genealogists  
and Researchers in Archives offers such a list 
at www.agra.org.uk/members.php, while the 
Association of Professional Genealogists has a 
list searchable by name, location, research or 
geographical speciality at www.apgen.org.

locAl ARchivES
Many archives and libraries 
across the country may  

keep regular up-to-date lists of locally 
based family historians who may use  
their facilities, along with contact details. 
Such lists are never endorsements for  
the researchers listed, but can certainly  
be helpful if you have a specific task in mind.

Top three: Ways to find a researcher
There are many places to look for the right professional for the job

Some professional genealogists 
work across the board, willing to 
engage with any situation they 
are asked to investigate. Others 
are specialists with particular 
skills, such as translating the 
stories behind old photographs, 
or understanding old forms 
of handwriting that may look 
completely alien to the modern eye.

Several focus on specific subject 
areas of expertise, such as a 
geographical region or military 
records. In many cases, professional 
genealogists have transferred their 
skills from another records- or 
research-based career, such as at 
museums, libraries, archives or 
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Get started... Hire an expert

A good genealogist will have a 
website outlining full terms and 
conditions about their services,  
and the costs they are likely to 
incur – the average rate is about 
£20 per hour, plus expenses,  
with many requiring a deposit  
in advance. Some may offer 
‘packages’, but if you’re planning 
to hire someone offering those, 
first make sure that you fully 
understand what the proposed 
offer entails. 

Professional genealogists 
should also be registered with the 
Information Commissioner’s  
Office as data handlers, and 
testimonials on a website may  
also help to reassure you about  
their previous successes and 
skills range. Above all else, they 
should be able to work to a 
clearly defined brief negotiated 
between themselves and the 
client, and then produce a clear 
and concise report describing 
what was considered and how the 
research was tackled. Appropriate 
documents should be sourced and 
presented as and when necessary 
and an analysis given of the findings 
with ideas for more research. 

Finally, bear in mind that 
professional genealogists don’t 

may be quite well known through 
producing columns and features 
in genealogical magazines or 
from speaking at shows such as 
Who Do You Think You Are? Live, 
while you can find others through 
advertisements. An alternative is to 
consult the listings of professional 
bodies that many belong to, 
which operate a code of conduct. 
These include the Association of 
Genealogists and Researchers 
in Archives (www.agra.org.uk), to 
which entrants must submit 
acceptable examples of their work 
to obtain membership; or the US-
based Association of Professional 
Genealogists (www.apgen.org) – bear 
in mind the latter’s members aren’t 
assessed in any way, and merely 
agree to abide by a code of conduct. 

“Some professionals work 
across the board, others are 
specialists with particular 
skills, such as analysing old 
photos or understanding  
old forms of handwriting”
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cASE STuDy
Professional family historian Chris Paton shares a typical example of a client case, 
where professional help was able to reveal an extraordinary amount of detail 
despite the loss of a key archival source.

Chris’ client was interested to know about the history of a particular shipping 
firm in Glasgow, which had been set up by an ancestor. He had identified that an 
archive in the city held some of the company’s papers, and wanted these to be 
consulted to help uncover its history, in addition to requesting some assistance in 
reconstructing the family pedigree itself. 

“At first the task seemed straightforward enough, but unfortunately, as soon 
as I arrived at the archive, I found a problem,” recalls Chris. “Although 
catalogued, the archivist couldn’t find the company papers – it transpired that a 
previous archivist had removed them two years ago for further cataloguing, but 
had left the archive service soon afterwards. Nobody could find where the 
papers had subsequently been deposited in the storage facility.” 

Fortunately, it was possible to reconstruct the story from other sources, 
mostly unknown to the client. “I consulted various newspapers, including the 
Edinburgh Gazette, and was able to establish when various partners had joined 
and left the firm. Using resources such as the Registers of Sasines (land transfer 
records), trade directories and the Registers of Deeds, I established that the 
ancestor had started his career in Fife as a mason, had moved to Glasgow in  
the 1820s to create a successful building firm, and had then used the profits 
from this to build up his shipping company, which became a successful worldwide 
venture. I was also able to solve a mystery about why a particular property  
was held by the ancestor in Argyll, and who the last trustees were of the firm 
before it ceased training in the mid-20th century.”

Contacts
Association of Genealogists and 
Researchers in Archives
Enquiries, 14 Charterhouse Buildings, 
Goswell Road, London, EC1M 7BA
w. www.agra.org.uk

Association of Professional 
Genealogists 
w. www.apgen.org
e. admin@apgen.org

Association of Professional 
Genealogists in ireland 
w. www.apgi.ie
e. info@apgi.ie

The Scottish Genealogy network
w. www.scottishgenealogynetwork.
blogspot.co.uk
e. scotsgenenet@gmail.com

have a crystal ball each, so they 
can’t always guarantee success. 
The best suggested research route 
may come up trumps, but it may 
also turn up nothing, and the 
genealogist will still expect to  
be paid for the time invested. 

However, if you do discover the 
correct professional genealogist 
you could find that it might just 
transform your family history 
research for the better. n
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LOOKING ONLINE

Uncovering 
FamilySearch 

No matter whether 
you’re a family 
history beginner or 
a professional with 

many years of finds under your 
belt, there is one website that 
can truly be called an essential 
port of call for everyone seeking 
to pursue their ancestral story: 
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.
org). A product of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
based in Utah, FamilySearch is a 
unique website facility that  
is quite literally on a mission  
from God – its ultimate goal  
being to help its members to 
research their family histories  
for religious purposes. 

Joseph Smith Jr first founded the 
Church, commonly referred to as 
the LDS Church or the Mormon 
Church, in 1830. He claimed to 
have experienced visions of an 
angel called Moroni who had 
directed him to retrieve inscribed 
golden plates from Cumorah Hill in 
New York, detailing Christ’s early 
ministry in the Americas after his 
Resurrection. This was published 
as the Book of Mormon, a key text for 
a faith that was heavily persecuted 
in its earliest years, but which later 
contributed to the foundation of 
the state of Utah in the USA. 

Of great importance to the 
Church is its belief in family, 
with members obliged to carry 
out family history research, a 
key reason being to help them 
posthumously baptise deceased 
ancestors who may not have been 
baptised in life. 

International research
The Genealogical Society of Utah 
was established in 1894 to gather 
records to help carry out such work, 
and by 1938 the organisation had 
started microfilming genealogical 
resources through a worldwide 
extraction programme. Since 1963 
these records, believed to contain 
information on well over five 
billion people, have been preserved 
in a purpose-built archive facility 
called the Granite Mountain 
Records Vault, blasted out of the 
Wasatch Mountains in Utah. 

In recent decades the Church 
has sought to make its information 
as widely available as possible, 
to everyone regardless of faith, 
through a network of family history 
libraries across the world – initially 
via microfilm and microfiche 

The world’s premier genealogical 
website has much to offer and 
doesn’t cost a penny to explore

ThE 
BLOG

The FamilySearch blog is 
accessible from the bottom of 

any page on the site and 
provides a regular commentary 

on new developments, 
competitions, indexing projects 

and uploaded resources, as 
well as details on its annual 

RootsTech conference 
in Utah.

Free The FamilySearch 
website, founded by the Church 

of Jesus of the Latter-day 
Saints, is a vital resource for 
your family history research
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Looking online... FamilySearch

formats, and in more recent years, online. The 
FamilySearch website (https://familysearch.org) is now the 
main portal providing access to the Church’s records. 

When first created in 1999, its most useful resource 
was a database version of its International Genealogical 
Index (IGI), created in 1969 from indexed records 
obtained via the worldwide microfilmed records 
extraction process, as well as from patron submissions 
from members. This included significant coverage 
from the main British state churches, the Church 
of England and the Church of Scotland, as well as 
some Nonconformist collections. The supplied patron 
submissions were, however, problematic – the records 
and trees compiled by church members were never 
verified before being included within the database, 

INdExING 
rEcOrds

The site’s indexing project 
initiative is accessible from the 

home page, and requires you to 
download software to participate. 
The site offers online support to 
help with any problems that may 

emerge in the transcription 
process, for example,  

poor handwriting. 

Despite the various options 
available across the FamilySearch 

home page, the best way to navigate the 
site is through the drop down menu 
options at the top (Family Tree, Memories 
and Search). You can also register with  
the site for free to contribute your own 
genealogical records, eg photographs.

The Memories area of the website 
allows you to upload contributions 

to the site in the form of photographs, 
stories and documents. You can also 
search across the various records available 
using the Find option at the right-hand side 
of the top menu bar of the page.

The Search area is the real workhorse 
of the website. The Records area 

allows you the option to carry out a generic 
search over all microfilmed and digitised 
records collections in one go, or more locally 
by searching through the Church’s geographic 
locations categories, from Asia to the USA. 

Step-by-step: Searching FamilySearch
although it contains billions of records, it’s easy to find your way around the website

leading to many genealogical howlers in terms of 
accuracy. This has now been rectified, with 
the IGI on the current incarnation of the 
FamilySearch site now split into two 
categories: Community Contributed 
IGI comprises material compiled by 
church members; and Community 
Indexed IGI, which is compiled from 
the extracted records programme. 

It’s worth noting that despite the 
errors within some of the patron 
submissions, there are some rare 
resources such as family Bibles that may 
have been utilised in their creation. As 
such, it’s always worth obtaining the original 

ThE rEcOrds
The most important part of the FamilySearch 
website is its collection of online records. 
There are several great offerings within  
the United Kingdom and ireland category, 
with particularly good coverage for England 
and Wales, although limited offerings for 
Scotland. in addition there are geographical 
categories for areas to which many of our 
ancestors’ families may have emigrated, 
including india, canada, USa, africa and the 
caribbean. many original records images are 
included, although several collections offer 
indexes and then an option to redirect to a 

commercial partner 
site offering the 
original records. 

GET hELp
you can access the site’s get Help section  
via a link on the top right of the website,  
and it’s packed with resources to help you  
in a tricky spot. The site offers many free 
multimedia-based getting Started tutorials, 
with step-by-step guides on how to carry 
out research, as well as more advanced 
lessons through its learning centre section. 
you can interact with volunteers through 
the site to ask for help with a specific 
problem, both technically and in terms of 
research itself, and if feeling confident, you 
can also register to become a volunteer 

yourself (church 
membership  
isn’t essential).

ThE caTaLOG
identified through its american spelling in  
the Search area, the site’s catalogue offers a 
powerful tool if you’re prepared to travel to a 
local lDS church Family History centre. you 
can search for books and microfiche, as well as 
other genealogical resources, by place name, 
surname, collection titles, authors, subjects or 
even keywords, many of which can be relocated 
to a centre near you (https://familysearch.org/
locations/centerlocator). you can also target 
materials by call number or search which 
materials are held at a particular lDS library. 
The catalogue has also recently been made 

accessible through the 
Worldcat catalogue at 
www.worldcat.org.
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Looking online... FamilySearch

The dedicated Catalog area of the website is equally 
useful in identifying records held by the LDS Church 
at its main Family History Library in Salt Lake City, 
both in microfilm or book formats, which have yet to 
be digitised. As well as providing relevant accession 
numbers, the site also provides details of the Church’s 
various Family History Centres based around the 
world, to which you can request materials to be sent for 
consultation. Equally useful is the dedicated Wiki site 
that provides additional details on many collections 
held by the Church, as well as contextual information 
on various subjects, such as the availability of certain 
records for geographical regions. 

A new Family History Books section also provides 
over 100,000 digitised genealogical books and 
publications online, as sourced from various American 
archives, although these cover subject matter from 
across the world.

A major innovation of the new FamilySearch 
site is its worldwide indexing initiative, a rigorous 
crowdsourcing project that allows both Church 
members and non-members to index the 
digitised records that are being placed 
online, making them fully searchable. 
Hundreds of millions of records  
have already been indexed through 
the project. 

Other interactive developments 
include the new Memories section, 
where you can upload photographs, 
stories and documents of your own, 
and a new Genealogies section where 
you can upload your family tree and 
collaborate with other researchers. 

Overall, FamilySearch is one of the most 
powerful tools for genealogy online. It’s really  
worth while to take the time and effort to get to  
know the website – you will be duly rewarded! n

microfilms for these entries, in case they might contain 
a rare genealogical gem.

The current version of the FamilySearch platform 
now allows for original digitised records to be placed 
online. In addition to scanning its own offerings 
from the Granite Vault microfilms collections, the 
LDS Church has also entered into many strategic 
partnerships to make as many records as possible 
from other sources available. These include archives 
across the world, including the main archives across 
the British Isles (as well as local repositories) and with 
commercial online genealogical records providers  
such as Ancestry (www.ancestry.co.uk), Findmypast  
(www.findmypast.co.uk), My Heritage (www.myheritage.
com), Archives.com (www.archives.com) and Fold 3 (www.
fold3.com). FamilySearch’s mission is to “put the world’s 
genealogical records online in one generation”. You can 
now access most of the records being digitised via the 
website from home. 

Fantastic facilities
There are various features on the website that can help 
with your research. These include the ability to search 
all databases at once from the main Search page, or 
to search individual datasets in various geographical 
regions. For example, within the United Kingdom 
and Ireland category we can isolate collections such 
as Channel Islands, Births and Baptisms, 1820-1907; 
England, Devon Parish Registers, 1538-1912; Ireland, 
Civil Registration Indexes, 1845-1958; Isle of Man 
Marriages 1849-1911; Scotland Births and Baptisms 
1564-1950; and Wales Probate Abstracts 1544-1858 – 
there are 110 to choose from. 

You can fully search some collections, some will only 
allow you to browse the images (as they have still to be 
indexed), and in a few cases you can search an index 
and then if you wish to see the image be redirected to  
a commercial genealogy vendor partner’s site.

INTErNaTIONaL 
GENEaLOGIcaL 

INdEx
Remember that the records included 

within the igi are indexes only – 
always consult the original entry 

where possible. an igi index entry 
from 1807 in Perth shows 
margarette Brown and her 
parents; the original entry 
lists eight generations of 

the family!

Additional categories include 
Genealogies, the Catalog, listing 

materials that you can access at Family 
History centres around the World, and 
Books, a new area that contains digitised 
genealogical books that have been sourced 
from eight American-based libraries, including 
the Mormons’ Family History Library in Utah.

The Wiki category of the Search 
area contains over 76,000 

articles on various aspects of the records 
available on the site. You can search for 
specific details on an area or records 
type, or advice that can help to solve 
those hard to break brick wall problems 
in your research. 

“The LDS Church 
has entered into 
many partnerships  
to make available  
as many records as 
possible from other 
sources, including 
archives from across 
the world”
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Clean up your tree

It doesn’t matter how diligent 
you are, over time your 
family history research 
can start to develop issues, 

from minor niggles like multiple 
recordings of the same event to 
more fundamental problems like 
duplicate entries cropping up in 
your tree. With spring upon us, 
now is the time to take a virtual 
feather duster to your records 
and ensure everything is neat, 
tidy, consistent and immaculate.

The vast majority of family 
history applications offer a variety 
of tools for helping you to perform 
a little TLC on your file, and in 
this tutorial we’ll point you to 
them. We’ve concentrated on 

Is your genealogy research file in a mess? 
Make it spick and span again with our essential 
spring-cleaning guide

five of the biggest tools out there 
for Windows and Mac – Family 
Tree Maker, RootsMagic, Family 
Historian, Legacy, and MacFamilyTree 

– but the general rules apply 
to all family history apps.

Some programs have better 
spring-cleaning tools than others 

– RootsMagic and Legacy come with 
useful tools for quickly locating 
problems and giving you a 
straightforward way of correcting 
them. Others have fewer tools, but 
offer some unique functionality of 
their own – Family Tree Maker makes 
it easy to merge duplicate events 
as well as people, for example.

But what if your program 
doesn’t offer the tools you need 

to quickly analyse your file for 
problems or errors? You can, of 
course, undertake the arduous 
task of diligently checking every 
fact in every record, but if you’re a 
Windows user then a quicker way 
to quickly target where problems 
lie is to use a free program called 
FT Analyzer. You use this to find 
problems with your research and 
then fix them by hand using your 
family history program’s own tools.

Easy clean-up
First of all download the FT Analyzer 
installer from http://ftanalyzer.
codeplex.com. Your next task will be 
to export your existing research 
file in GEDCOM format, which 
will allow FT Analyzer to access 
and analyse it. Look for an Export 
option under the File or Tools menu 
of your program. Remember this 
is a copy of your main file, so any 
changes you subsequently make in 
your family history program won’t 
show up in this file. Simply export 
another copy after you’ve done 
your spring-cleaning to see if FT 
Analyzer is happy with your changes.

Don’t start making major 
changes to your research until 
you make a backup of your 
file, however messy it currently 
is. Some tools like Family Tree 
Maker will prompt you to make 
this backup before running 
any of its housekeeping tools, 
but pre-empt this request in 
whatever program you use by 
looking under the File or Tools 
menu for a backup option now. 

Make a fresh backup after each 
successful stage of your spring-
cleaning, so if you do have to 
roll back you don’t have to start 
again from the very beginning.

Once backed up, follow the 
step-by-step guide opposite to 
clean up your research file. 

When you’re finished, look for 
an option, under the File or Tools 
menu, to compact your database. 
Not only will it be cleaner, it’ll 
be more responsive, too. n

Helpful Your 
family history 
app should have a 
number of tools for 
cleaning up your 
research file
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Start by looking for duplicate people 
in your file. Most programs offer a 

search tool, including Family Tree Maker 
(Edit menu), RootsMagic (Tools/Merge/
Duplicate Search Merge), MacFamilyTree 
(Database Maintenance) and Legacy 
(Merge/Find Duplicates).

Most tools will let you compare and 
then merge potential matches. Take 

care here and try to identify which one is 
likely to be the original (it should have more 
information and be better connected to the 
rest of your tree) and make sure it’s the 
‘primary’ record before merging.

You may find a number of empty, 
unnamed individuals, typically among 

the top branches of your tree. Both 
RootsMagic (File/Database tools) and 
MacFamilyTree (Database Maintenance/
Remove empty records) offer tools for 
locating and removing these entries for you.

If you don’t have these tools, you 
can manually review these entries 

via the people list view. Sort by surname or 
forename to bring them all together as a 
cluster of known or unnamed individuals 
you can review before deleting by hand.

A messier job involves locating and 
merging duplicated events, which 

involves methodically reviewing each 
person’s record in your file. Resolving 
duplicated events depends on the program 

– Family Tree Maker lets you right-click a  
fact and choose Merge Duplicate Facts.

Both RootsMagic (Tools/Problem 
Search/Problem List) and Legacy 

(Tools/Potential problems) allow you to see  
a list of potential problems. Both also allow 
you to work through the list methodically by 
editing verified problems one at a time or 
otherwise marking them as “not an issue”.

If you notice that a person’s events 
aren’t being listed chronologically, look 

for an option to correct this via your 
software’s Tools menu. Options exist for 
Family Historian (Re-order out of sequence 
data), Family Tree Maker (Sort All Children By 
Birth Only) and Legacy (Other Tools button).

If your software doesn’t provide such 
tools, open your GEDCOM file in FT 

Analyzer and switch to the Data Errors tab 
for a similar view of potential problems. 
You’ll then need to manually correct those 
that need fixing in your family history 
application using FT Analyzer as a guide.

Finally, take a look at your Places 
database for management tools,  

for instance, Family Tree Maker offers  
a Resolve All Place Names tool for 
unidentified places, while RootsMagic  
allows you to merge multiple places  
into one via its Edit/Place List tool.

Step-by-step: Analyse & clean a file
No matter what program you use, there are ways to tidy up your data

How to... Clean up your tree
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OCCUPATIONS

Confectioners

I n the 1600s ‘sweetmeats’ 
made from marzipan, 
nuts and candied peels 
were being sold in Britain, 

although it wasn’t until the 
mid-19th century that the 
term confectioner became as 
clearly defined as it is today. 
This is because the actual word 
‘confection’, from the Latin 
confectum, meant a blend of 
anything at all that had been 
mixed together. Because of this 
you’ll find confectioners in the 
past produced or sold a wide 
range of products including 
cement, savoury foods, spices, 
herbs, manure, medicines and 
even garments. A good example 
of this former usage comes from 
France where those who made 
up outfits of clothing from 
individual ready-made items  
were also called confectioners. 

We probably also have the French 
to thank for bringing the modern 
sense of the word into common 
usage in the UK. Huguenots, who 
were escaping oppression in their 
own country in the 1700s, crossed 
the English Channel bringing  
with them their closely guarded 
recipes for sweet products, 
medicinal syrups and other 
previously unknown confections. 
Their skills were soon sought after 
by rich and famous families who 
employed them as cooks. 

Prepare yourself for some surprises when 
researching sweet-makers – you might 
discover it’s a fishy business!

history, as it’s largely thanks to 
Italian immigrants that we have 
the wide range of ice creams 
available to us today.

Cool customer 
One case in point is Carlo Gatt, a 
Swiss-Italian migrant who is said 
to have spotted an opening in the 
market as soon as he arrived. He 
started to make large quantities 
of ice cream, which found a ready 
sale on the streets of London. His 
confection was so popular that 
within a short time he had made 
enough money to open a number 
of Italian confectionary shops and 
cafes selling ‘Italian’ ice-cream, 
and had established an ice-making 
depot in Saffron Hill, Clerkenwell. 

If you suspect that your 
family did descend from French 
immigrants, you’ll be pleased to 
know that the Huguenot society 
(http://tinyurl.com/bv4tjam) provides 
excellent facilities for family 
historians tracing Huguenot 
roots. Similarly, you should 
be able to trace your Italian 
ancestors using the Anglo-
Italian FHS (www.anglo-
italianfhs.org.uk).

Even when the term 
‘confectioner’ began to 
be associated with the 
making of sweet items, 
the trade term 
still wasn’t 
clear-cut. It 
covered 
a whole 

Rowntree was born in York, the son of grocer Joseph Rowntree and his 
wife Sarah. Aged 14 he accompanied his father to Ireland, witnessing the 
distressing effects of the Irish potato famine, a visit that prompted his 
life-long philanthropic mission to help poorer families. He worked 
alongside his father and after his death with his brother John. 

Later he joined up with another brother Henry who was already a 
chocolate manufacturer. The chocolate and confectionery company they 
developed grew to employ over 4,000 people. John Rowntree became a 
public benefactor and provided his workers with free education, health 

and social services. In addition he gave them a pension scheme, their own library and a staff 
magazine. By the late 1800s Rowntree’s had become Britain’s 18th largest manufacturing 
employer. Joseph died in 1925 and was buried in the Quaker Cemetery at Heslington Road, York, 
alongside other members of his family. 

Joseph Rowntree (1836-1925)
The confectioner, chocolatier and philanthropist,  
who was shaped by the horrors of the Great Famine 
in Ireland in the 19th century

Inevitably, their closely guarded 
secrets were leaked to the general 
public by ordinary kitchen staff, 
and within a short period of time 
recipes for sweets, fancy cakes, 
biscuits, sweetmeats and ice cream 
found their way into ordinary 
homes, market stalls and shops. 

If you have ancestors in this 
trade with distinctly French names 
you should consider the possibility 
that they might be descended 
from French Huguenots. To a 
lesser degree Italians have also 
contributed to Britain’s confection 

Jamaica Workers at an 18th-century sugar 
mill preparing the produce for export to Britain

“Italians have contributed to 
Britain’s confection history, 
as it’s largely thanks to them 
that we have the wide range 
of ice creams available today”

© Peter Newark’s Pictures
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How to... Find confectioners

A 
SPOONFUl  
OF SUGAr

As sugar became more 
commonplace, it overtook honey as 
a sweetening agent. Confectioners 
used it for making everything from 

large decorative sculptured statues to 
bite-sized titbits such as ‘sugar plums’. 

Contrary to popular opinion they 
weren’t made from plums, but 

from figs, raisins, nuts and 
dried sugar-soaked flower 

petals. 

host of dealers selling and 
manufacturing a variety of goods. 
They might for instance have 
traded in jams and pickles, sugar, 
biscuits, custard powder; or sweet 
‘medicines’ such as liquorice 

mixtures, sugar coated pills, 
coated seeds (known as 

comfits), brilliants (boiled 
sweets), pipe rock 

(medicinal sticks of 
rock), tomtrots  

(made from 
toffee) and 

cough  
and cold 
lozenges 
called 

ghimauves. 
To add to the 

confusion, traders 
often had one or more strings 

to their bow, and although 
baker and confectioner was 
the most common combined 
trade, you’ll find many others 

including confectioner and 
sucket maker (suckets being 

candied orange or lemon 
slices); cocoa dealer and 

chocolate maker; barley 
sugar and humbug 

factor; farmer and liquorice 
manufacturer; marchpan 

(marzipan) and rusk manufacturer; 
manufacturing chemist and  
sugar warehouse proprietor; and 
even ‘baker and fish confectioner’. 

A Victorian publication 
describing street sellers shows  

us that fish confectioners  
were just as much a  

part of the London  
street scene as those  
who sold sweet goods:

 
“The perambulating 

confectioner would shout: 
“Now’s your time! Beautiful 

whelks, a penny a lot. 
Here’s ha’p’orths.” 

Tasty An advert 
showing a satisfied 
customer enjoying  
her Cadbury’s  
cocoa c1890s
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Another fellow with a Yarmouth 
bloater stuck on a toasting fork 
bellowed: “Come and look at ’em!  
Here’s toasters.” Likewise the pastry 
confectioners tempt the street eaters  
with tarts of rhubarb, currant, 
gooseberry, cherry, apple, damson, 
cranberry, and so-called mince pies; 
plum dough and plum-cake; lard, 
currant, almond and many other 
varieties of cakes, as well as tarts; 
gingerbread-nuts; heart-cakes; Chelsea 
buns; muffins and crumpets. Sweet  
stuff includes the several kinds  
of rocks, sticks, lozenges, candies, and 
hard-bakes; the medicinal confectionary 
of cough-drops and horehound and, 
lastly, the more novel and aristocratic 
luxury of street-ices; and strawberry 
cream, at one penny and glass.”

 
This glimpse into the world of 

London street sellers reinforces 
the fact that you shouldn’t 
automatically assume anything 
about an ancestor who called 
himself a confectioner. However, 
following the Industrial Revolution 
when specialised machinery began 
to be developed, the growth of 
sweet manufacturing did gradually 
increase throughout the years 
using the only raw product then 
available, namely blocks of sugar, 
which they bought by the basket-
load. These baskets each weighed 
one ‘maund’ (an old foreign unit of 
weight); with 20 maunds equalling 
one ‘kandy’. Interestingly, kandy 
boats transported these baskets 

pastries and producing unusual 
flavoured ice cream at a time when 

it was considered a novelty 
food. History doesn’t make it 

clear when ice cream first 
appeared in Britain, but a 
record from 1671 shows 
that it was served to the 
King and to important 
guests at a feast held for 

a gathering of knights at 
Windsor Castle. The fact that 

ice cream was considered as an 
expensive and special dish at that 
time is evidenced by the fact that 
all of the less important guests at 
the gathering didn’t get to sample 
it at all.

Town and trade directories, 
which were produced annually for 
virtually every British town and 
city, provide an excellent source 
of information for those seeking 
forebears in this trade. However, 
if you find that an individual is 
missing from the normal trade 
section, or you aren’t sure about 

containing solid masses of sugar to 
the UK, giving us the modern term 

‘sugar candy’, originally signifying 
a chunk of sugar. 

If your confectioner ancestor fell 
into the pastry cook/confectioner 
category you may well have to 
use a different approach to find 
ancestors in old records than you 
would for traders. 

Records have the answer
Country estates and the houses of 
the rich and famous often had  
one or more confectioners working 
in their kitchens, so you might 
have to contact estate offices  
or local and regional 
archives to see if staff 
records have survived. 

Those who worked 
in these positions were 
responsible for producing 
sweet treats for employers 
and for their guests at 
banquets. Their skills included 
designing elaborate centrepieces, 
baking specialised cakes and 

Dessert A French confectioner preparing a jelly in a household kitchen

SWEET 
SUCCESS

Fry’s began making 
medicinal drinks from cocoa in 

1795, while Terry’s began 
candying fruit peel around the same 
time. John Cadbury experimented 
with cocoa in his grocery shop in 
1842 and in 1899 George Bassett 

from Sheffield mixed up some 
ingredients by mistake, which 

became known as 
liquorice allsorts!

TEETH ROTTERS  
OR TREATS?
A brief history of popular sweets up to the 1950s

g  1300s: Honey pancakes; gingerbread and sugared 
almonds are popular.

g  1600s: Newly invented marzipan and barley sugar 
sticks are all the rage.

g  1760: Liquorice sweets and ice cream begin to appear.
g  1770: Experiments begin to produce cocoa and 

chocolate products. 
g  1780: Turkish delight is imported into Britain.
g  1848: The invention of chewing gum meets  

popular approval.
g  1850: Marshmallow sweets are introduced.
g  1860: The marketing of sweet potato crisps meets  

with curiosity – and failure!
g  1869: Kendal Mint Cake is invented.
g  1875: The first milk chocolate is manufactured.
g  1897: Candyfloss appears at fairgrounds.
g  1903: Ice cream cones are invented. 
g  1908: Toblerone appears in the shops 
g  1910: Walnut Whips made their first appearance.
g  1915: Boxes of chocolates including Milk Tray  

are being sold.
g  1929: Crunchie Bars are produced.
g  1930s: Blue Riband, Kit Kat, Maltesers, Smarties  

and Rolo appear.
g  1942: Sugar and sweets are rationed. 
g  1949: Polo Mints prove popular.
g  1953: Rationing ends, leading the sweet industry  

to rapidly expand.

“Bear in mind that census 
returns often distinguish 
between confectioners and 
bakers, although in reality 
lots of traders were both”
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Contacts
The Art of Confectionery
w. www.historicfood.com/The%20Art%20of%20
Confectionery.pdf 
A full history of the confectionery trade.

BBC Online Magazine
w. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/8467833.stm 
How Quakers conquered the sweet industry.

The National Archives
w. http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/SearchUI/s/
res?search_text=confectioners&x=17&y=6&_q=confectioners 
List of miscellaneous confection holdings. 

Scottish Business Archives 
w. www.gla.ac.uk/services/archives/collections/business 
A guide to all business records held by the University  
of Glasgow.

same website, you should quickly 
be able to build up a picture of 
where a forebear was at any time 
and how his business grew or 
changed over the years. 

Other useful resources that 
are invaluable in searching for 
confectioners are old newspapers 
and trade magazines, especially 
those that carry numerous 
business advertisements.

Unfortunately, unlike most 
other trades, union 

records aren’t so 
easy to locate for 

confectioners. 
This is because 
there appears 
to have been 
no single union 

in the 19th 
century that 

catered for the 
trade. However, you 

can still find trade records 
and you may discover that local or 
regional archives hold a number 
of interesting items including 
apprenticeship indentures and 
company papers, especially in 
locations that had a prominent 
confectionary sector. 

Cities such as York became 
renowned for their production  
of chocolate. Factories built there  
by the Rowntree and Terry  
families provided work for 
thousands of people. You can 
gain a good idea of what archival 
Rowntree and Mackintosh records 
have survived on The Borthwick 
Institute website at http://tinyurl.
com/qx3lpo9. Similarly, you’ll find 
information regarding Pontefract’s 
liquorice industry, including 
pictures of factory workers, on the 
Twixt Aire & Calder website (http://
tinyurl.com/ooqh548). 

With a little searching 
you’ll soon find similar sites 

exactly what his or her business 
involved, you might have to scan 
the full directory to find them. 

The beauty of using these old 
directories is that they will often 
tell you not only where business 
premises were situated, but also 
where individuals lived. 

In most you’ll generally find 
addresses flagged up as ‘b’ meaning 
business address or ‘h’ meaning 
home address. If you find 
a ‘j’ next to the entry, 
this means that 
the person was 
a ‘journeyman’ 
who had 
served an 
apprenticeship 
in the trade.

Although 
libraries often 
contain old local 
directories you 
can find an increasing 
number of them online. As a start, 
try searching directories at the 
Historical Directories website (http://
tinyurl.com/o2ku7ur). You’ll find more 
free resources available on the 
Online Directory Blogspot website 
at http://tinyurl.com/orflc72.

Baker or sweet maker?
A point worth remembering is that 
census returns often distinguish 
between bakers and confectioners, 
although in reality lots of traders 
were both, so consider this when 
reading employment descriptions 
in census record. Family history  
sites such as The Genealogist  
(http://tinyurl.com/mtod2h) will give 
you more flexibility in your search 
for names and professions in any 
town or city within the country. 
It will even allow you to search 
street addresses to find out if any 
relatives lived nearby. Coupled  
with the census records on the 

EE 
BY GUM!

An American inventor 
named Adams failed miserably 

in his attempt to make industrial 
rubber from sapodilla gum. Not to 
be outdone, he added sugar and 

flavouring to the mixture and sold it 
as chewing gum. The product 

crossed the Atlantic to become 
popular in Britain, particularly 

with Northern factory 
workers. 

for confectionary firms and 
manufacturing towns across  
the country. 

Finally, don’t forget that  
many Quaker families  
(including Rowntree’s) were 
involved in the Victorian 
confectionery trade. The  
Quaker FHS website at http://
tinyurl.com/ooaeroh will tell you all 
you need to know about tracing 
ancestors who were Quakers in 
England and Wales. n
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Trade By the late 
1800s wholesale  
ice cream mixture 
was being sold to 
retail confectioners

Comprehensive Directories help you find your forebears’ addresses and occupations
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Informative War Diary 
pages bring the forgotten 
days of the war to life with 
often vivid detail of life in 
the trenches
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the great war

1914-18 u 100 YEARS

which described what it was doing 
and what tactical lessons had 
been learnt. The idea was that the 
information contained in these 
records could be used to help 
writing about official histories 
of the conflict. In the Edwardian 
period guidelines were drawn up 
and the Adjutant of every unit – an 
officer charged with running the 
‘office’ of the unit – was given the 
task of compiling it. Special war 
diary pages were printed and every 
unit had them in stock or took 

them abroad when the war 
broke out in August 1914.

During the early period of 
World War I, war diary keeping 
was very haphazard. Every unit 
did compile a record, but few 
of them used the official war 
diary pages. Some wrote them in 
notebooks and submitted them 
to the War Office, others on any 
scrap of paper they could find. 
Once trench warfare began during 
the winter of 1914 the war became 
static and war diary pages were 

W hen the Boer War 
of 1899-1902 was 
over, it was clear 
that the British 

Army had learnt many lessons 
in the field in terms of modern 
weapons and tactics. However, 
there were more to learn, but no 
written material to fall back on  
to examine. 

The War Office decided that in 
future conflicts officers in every 
unit should compile a war diary, 

Unit war 
diaries
The diaries compiled in the  

trenches, dugouts and operational 
bases of World War I give us  
an insight into our ancestors’  

daily events in the conflict



your family tree April 201466 VISIT US ONLINE AT www.yOUrfAmILyTrEEmAg.cO.Uk

WWI research... Unit war diaries

Visit TNA’s Discovery  
website (http://discovery.
nationalarchives.gov.uk/

SearchUI) and follow the links to the page 
describing World War I War Diaries. 
There is a useful guide here, which is 
worth reading first. This page is a 
short-cut search to using the Discovery 
search, but if you prefer it use that.

We are searching for the  
1st Battalion Lincolnshire 
Regiment at Loos in September 

1915. Sometimes typing in a full unit name 
in the search here affects the results, so 
the best thing is just to enter the name of 
the regiment and click search.

The results are then displayed. 
Here it’s only the Lincolnshire 
Regiment War Diary that has 

been digitised from the records in TNA’s 
WO95 and is indeed the 1st Battalion. A 
summary is shown. Check this and click 
on the unit name.

Step-by-step: Uncover war diaries online
How to find out what your fighting forebears experienced on a daily basis

in greater supply. Record keeping 
got better, but as the battles got 
bigger the amount of information 
that was included varied greatly. 

An officer compiled war diaries, 
with information received from 
other officers. When all of them 
became casualties in an attack, the 
amount of detail is often sparse, 
sometimes written by officers left 
out of battle. Consequently, this 
exposes the potential problems 
with war diaries. They offer a great 
deal of information, and you can 
use them to follow a soldier’s career 
on the battlefields in detail, but 
they are largely written from the 
point of view of officers and in 

terms of who is mentioned, it’s 
usually only men of officer rank. 

In smaller units sometimes 
ordinary soldiers’ names 

are given when they are 
killed or wounded; 

Soldier Young 
officers of the East 

Yorkshires were 
among the ones who 
compiled war diaries

in some formations it became 
common practice to do this, but it’s 
rare. However, having said that, the 
diaries are an invaluable primary 
resource and as well as the daily 
account of events, diaries also 
include maps, combat reports and 
much more detail that you won’t 
find in any other record.

Copies of war diaries were typed 
and given to every regimental 
record office in the 1920s and 
1930s and some of these survive in 
regimental archives or museums. 
However, the originals were 
retained by the War Office and 
then passed to TNA in what became 
class WO95. Some of these diaries 
have been digitised and placed 
on TNA’s Discovery website (http://
discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
SearchUI), where you can search and 
download them for a fee. Diaries 
that aren’t online here are only 

“The Royal Flying Corps was originally 
part of the Army until the RAF was 
formed in 1918, so it was familiar with 
record keeping and squadrons kept 
records from the beginning of the war”
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This takes you to the screen 
where you can add this file to 
your shopping basket and then 

pay securely using TNA’s payment system. 
The site now takes Paypal, too. Check  
that you’ve entered an email address  
and the link to your file is emailed as  
well as being displayed.

Having downloaded the files to 
your computer, look through 
the diary for the dates you 

want. In this case it’s 25 September 1915, 
the start of the Battle of Loos. The diary 
describes what happened in some detail, 
but only officers are mentioned by name. 
However, it’s an excellent source for what 
is happening on any day during the war.

“During the early 
period of World 
War I, war diary 
keeping was very 
haphazard. Every 
unit did compile  
a record, but few  
of them used  
the official war 
diary pages”

Case study:  
Frederick  
Marillier
Frederick Marillier was an unusual soldier in 1914. 
He was from a wealthy family and had attended 
Harrow School. However, in 1910 he joined the 
British army as an ordinary soldier and served in 
the rank as a private with the 2nd Battalion royal 
Sussex regiment. Searching the digitised war 
diaries, you’ll find the one for the 2nd royal 
Sussex is available. as an ordinary soldier he isn’t 
mentioned in the early entries but the diary 
shows they were in barracks in Woking when 
mobilised and crossed to France on SS Olympia  
on 12 august 1914. Here they went into camp at 
le Havre before taking the train to where the 
Front was expected to be on the French-Belgian 
border. The diary shows they arrived too late for 
the Battle of Mons and Marillier and his comrades 
found themselves in full retreat, walking over 200 
miles almost to the gates of Paris on the Marne. 

The diary indicates that their first battle of 
WWi was in the village of Priez, when the first 
men from the regiment were killed. They then 
dug in the area around the aisne river and on 
1 October Frederick Marillier, now a sergeant, 
led a night attack. For this he was mentioned, 
unusually, in the war diary by name, such was  
the heroism displayed. He was later awarded a 
distinguished conduct Medal for bravery in this 
action and given a field promotion to second 
lieutenant; again this is mentioned in the diary just 
a week after his gallant attack. 

a few weeks later the diary shows the 
battalion moved by train to Belgium, and were 

about to take part in the First Battle of Ypres. 
They marched through the Flemish countryside, 
then largely untouched by war, and dug in along 
the Ypres-Menin road at a place called chateau 
Wood, near the hamlet of Hooge. Marillier is 
mentioned in the diary being involved in the 
fighting, as the Germans attacked and tried to 
break through to Ypres. The diary in particular 
mentions the amount of German shelling, using 
both high explosive and shrapnel. Marillier is next 
mentioned in the casualty list having died on  
30 October when the shelling was at its worst. 
The person who compiled the diary also added 
some very detailed maps and on one of these he 
marked the positions held by Marillier and 
mentioned him by name. His body was never 
found and he is commemorated on the Menin 
Gate. The diary not only detailed his war, it gives 
a precise location as to where he died.

available in their original form at 
TNA itself, which means you need 
to visit. However, there are plans to 
digitise the whole collection.

You might find some diaries a 
challenge to read and spellings 
of place names can vary greatly. 
It’s also worth crosschecking the 
details in the diaries with other 
sources like regimental histories. 

If you can’t find an event you’re 
looking for, it’s worth finding out 
which HQ was responsible for the 
unit and seeing if it has a diary, 
which may contain the information 
you want; for example infantry 
battalions were overseen by a 
Brigade Headquarters. 

Exciting project
As part of the WWI centenary 
TNA has launched a new project, 
Operation War Diary, which will 
place war diaries online and allow 
the public to crowdsource them. At 
the moment war diaries from the 
original units that went to France 
in 1914 are online, although their 
diaries do cover the whole war. You 
can view diaries for free and, more 
interestingly, you can annotate 
them. So if you’re researching an 
ancestor who was killed with one of 
these units you can leave a note on 
the page relating to when he died, 
for example. You can find more 
details at www.operationwardiary.org.

The Royal Navy didn’t keep 
operational war diaries in the  
same way the Army did. Every  
ship on active service kept a 
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Remembered Frederick Marillier, a ‘gentleman ranker’ 
who was commissioned in the field in 1914
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WWi arMY  
War diarieS

(www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/
war-diaries-ww1.htm). You can find the 
digitised World War I war diaries from 
TNA for the Army and also some units 
within the 63rd (Royal Naval) Division 
here. You can search for them by unit 
name using the Discovery catalogue and 
then download them in PDF format for a 
fee and save them to your computer.

WWi raF OPeraTiONal 
recOrd BOOkS

(www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/
raf-operations-record-books.htm). Most of 
these Royal Flying Corps and Royal Air 
Force squadron records are from WWII, 
but there is a selection from World War I. 
You can search under squadron number to 
see what is available and check that the 
years covered are for WWI and not later, 
then download in PDF format.

OPeraTiON  
War diarY

(www.operationwardiary.org). This new 
project offers a range of war diaries 
online, which you can browse for free.  
Currently they focus on the units that 
went overseas in 1914. In addition you 
can add to the project with notes on  
your own ancestors but attaching notes 
to the page. 

Top three: War diary websites
Looking for the diary of your ancestor’s unit doesn’t necessarily mean a trip to TNA

“War diaries  
are an invaluable 
primary resource 
as they include 
daily accounts of 
events, maps and 
combat reports”

logbook, filled in by officers, and 
these were used to record where 
the ship was, sometimes what it 
was doing, but very rarely details 
of any individuals. Much of the 
material in the log relates to 
navigation and is only of limited 
use to family historians. In 
addition, when a ship was lost  
at sea or sunk by enemy action,  
it’s records and logbooks were  
lost too, so there are many gaps  
in the archives.

The surviving ships logs are in 
ADM53 at TNA. None of these are 
online and there are no current 
plans to digitise them. However, 

from 1914. There are war diaries 
in both ADM and WO95 classes of 
documents at TNA for the Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve and 
Royal Marine units. They provide 
information in some detail on the 
movements and history of the ‘sea 
soldiers’ who fought at Gallipoli, 
and in France and Flanders.

The Royal Flying Corps was 
originally part of the Army until 
the Royal Air Force was formed 

Comrades 
Soldiers of the 
Honourable  
Artillery Company  
in France, 1916, 
whose unit war  
diary is in TNA

you can search online to see if 
any records are available under 
the name of a ship by using the 
advanced Discovery catalogue 
search and entering ADM53 in  
the Search Within category.

One exception regarding war 
diaries in Naval records are the 
units of the Royal Naval Division. 
This formation of infantry was 
formed from Naval personnel 
and Marines and served on land 
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Contacts
imperial War Museum
w. www.iwm.org

The long, long Trail
w. www.1914-1918.net

TNa WWi centenary
w. www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
first-world-war

TNa discovery – War diaries
w. www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
records/war-diaries-ww1.htm

WWi War diary guide
w. www.greatwar.co.uk/research/
military-records/british-army-war-diary.htm

...and the 
sacrifices we 
should never 

forget

Find records you’ve 
never seen,

discover stories you’ve 
never heard,

To order the print edition  
please call 0844 848 2852 or visit

www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/
genealogy 

NOW availaBle  
FOr YOur iPad!

www.yourfamilytreemag.co.uk/
digital

on 1 April 1918. As such, it was 
familiar with record keeping and 
squadrons kept records from the 
beginning of the war. To a large 
extent this continued with the 
creation of the RAF and while some 
RFC/RAF records from WWI were 
badly affected by a major theft in 
the 1990s, the squadron records for 
the period are fairly complete.

Some squadron Operation 
Record Books are in class AIR27, 
which is now available online to 
download via TNA’s Discovery site. 
However, this class of records is 
mainly WWII related. The records 
that are here consist of daily 
diaries, which detail the activities 
of the squadron. Normally only 
officers are named in these diaries 
and the majority of personnel 
in a squadron, the air crew who 
maintained the aircraft and 
worked on the base, are usually 
only mentioned indirectly, or 
occasionally by name if one had 
died or been injured. But if you’re 
trying to reconstruct the activities 

Skilled Ground crew from the Royal Flying 
Corps; the unsung heroes who fixed the planes 
aren’t always mentioned in the war diaries

of pilots and observers they  
are invaluable.

The majority of squadron records 
are in class AIR1 at TNA. Each 
squadron has a section in this 
series where its surviving records 
are listed. The amount of surviving 
papers per unit varies greatly, but 
again you can use them to put 
together the daily activities of 
RFC/RAF units and the personnel 
who served in them. None of these 
records are online. n
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Glamorous 
Tennis players 
featured in an 
advert from the 
1930s encouraging 
people to join in  
with the fun

Proud Records 
relating to 
individual St John 
Ambulance units 
may be kept at the 
divisional or county 
headquarters 
of the voluntary 
organisation
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going further

Clubs  
& societies 
records

E arly clubs and societies 
catered predominantly 
for middle-class 
males where, as one 

commentator summed up: “We 
meet to converse, laugh, smoke, 
drink, argue, philosophise, 
harangue, sing, dance and fiddle 
together”. Today, there’s a society 
or organisation for almost every 
leisure interest, and most of us 
belong to at least one. For example, 
The Federation of Family History 
Societies has almost 200 societies 
under its global umbrella.

The introduction of half-day 
Saturday working, bank holidays 
and a shorter working week from 
the late-19th century, combined 

with a rise of wages in real 
terms, gave workers the time, 
energy and money to spend on 
leisure activities. These were 
becoming increasingly 
organised and 
commercialised, 
and cheaper 
newspapers 
together with 
better literacy 
rates enabled 
people to 
find out what 
entertainments, 
sporting fixtures and 
excursions were available. 

Railway companies advertised 
day excursions to the seaside and 
cultural events, and transported 

spectators to follow their 
sporting teams to away matches. 

For many people, the church 
was more than a place of 
worship, as it also fulfilled 
their recreational, social 
and cultural needs. Parish 
magazines (usually from the 
early-20th century) show 
the organisations attached 
to the parish and report on 
their activities. In 1901, St 
David’s in Birmingham had 
friendly societies, an Old Boys 
Association, Girls Guild and 
a weekly Mother’s Meeting. 

Whatever leisure  
group they belonged  
to, surviving records  
can reveal how our 
ancestors spent their  
spare time

There may also be a collection 
of news cuttings; photographs 
and programmes relating to 

church groups and you’ll 
find surviving records 

at the diocesan/
county record office 

where the church 
registers are held. 
Some churches 
also published 
yearbooks, 

which, as well 
as reporting 

on the year’s 
activities, included a 

list of benevolent societies 
or missions, together with the 
names and addresses of committee 
members, visitors and subscribers. 
Many organisations had a religious 
focus, such as the YMCA, which 
was founded in 1844 and had over 
500 associations all over the world 
by 1891. 

Helping others
Leisure time may have been 
spent in charitable work, and this 
was particularly popular with 
middle-class ladies, for whom 
employment wasn’t an option (or 
a necessity). Towns and cities had 
numerous societies associated 
with improving the conditions of 
people living there, and you’re 

Pottering 
ABout

The word ‘hobby’ was 
introduced into the English 

dictionary in 1816, and the first 
edition of Hobbies magazine 

was published in 1895. It 
included fretwork, stamp 
collecting, photography 

and organising a 
bazaar.
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Going further... Clubs & societies records

Document dissected: Sutton 
Coldfield Cricket Club score books
Whether your ancestor was a player, club official or a supporter, club records 
show how the team fared each season and the social activities it organised

record resource
Sutton Coldfield Cricket Club was 
constituted in 1847, making it one 
of England’s oldest cricket clubs. 
The score books record the First 
XI’s games, and when used with 
other club records, you can see 
how your ancestor performed in 
the matches he played.

whAt, where & when
The date and location of the match 
and the name of the opposing team 
is shown. Local newspapers 
reported on sporting fixtures 
involving teams from the area, 
including away matches, and there 
may also have been a photo of  
the team. Clubs often compile  
files of news cuttings relating  
to their activities.

links
Surviving minute books provide 
a detailed record of how the  
club was organised as well as 
information about members, 
awards and activities. The 
minutes of 1884 recorded the 
decision to purchase a horse  
to pull the roller, at a cost not  
to exceed £4. Although the club 
had several horses over a period, 
none of them appear to have 
been named.

going further
Annual reports provide a summary of the year’s activities and may 
include details of subscribers and patrons as well as players and 
officers. Many clubs have their own website, which may include  
a brief history and contact details of the current officers. Records  
of clubs that no longer exist may be deposited at a record office. 

nAmes
The names of the players are 
listed, and there may also be 
membership records that show 
their full names, addresses and 
possibly dates of birth. If a 
player was paid, there should 
be an entry in the club’s 
accounts. This club’s first 
professional was paid 30 
shillings a week in 1876.
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Going further... Clubs & societies records

likely to find the names of the 
wives and unmarried daughters 
of the town’s wealthy inhabitants 
listed as members or helpers. Their 
men folk were usually members 
of debating societies and other 
cultural clubs. Organisations for 
women became more numerous in 
the 20th century with the Women’s 
Institute (WI) and Townswomen’s 
Guild, and organisations such 
as St John Ambulance and 
the Red Cross gave people the 
opportunity to learn first aid and 

carry out voluntary work. The 
records relating to nationwide 
organisations such as these 
are usually deposited at the 
headquarters, but you’ll 
find material in respect 
of individual units at the 
relevant county or local 
record office. 

The 20th century also 
saw the growth of clubs 
and societies formed by, 
and catered for, the interests 
of ‘ordinary’ working-class 

people, rather than by benevolent 
‘superiors’ who had previously 

established clubs for what  
they thought their interests 

should be.
Large scale urbanisation 

and the concentration of 
people in inner cities made 
local councils and employers 

concerned about unrest, 
unless some recreational 

provision was made. An act 
of 1892 enabled the making 
of allotments in towns, and as 
council housing estates developed, 
tenants were encouraged to form 
horticultural societies, which 
usually met in the community 
halls on the estates. The highlight 
of the year was the flower show, 
and programmes, together with 
details of prize winners and 
possibly photographs may be  
with council records.

Hobbies were often an extension 
of work or connected with the 
workplace. Before World War I, 
the tools of a trade were personal 
possessions, and so were used 
to pursue a hobby-craft, while 
unskilled workers tended to 
follow hobbies that didn’t require 
any capital outlay. Back copies 
of interest-based periodicals 
show how hobbies have changed 

locAl 
newsPAPers 
By the early-20th century, 

most towns had at least one newspaper 
in circulation and usually reported on 
the activities of clubs and societies in the 
area. If your ancestor performed in an 
amateur dramatics play or scored the 
winning goal in a football match, there’s 
likely to be a mention.

troPhies, AwArds 
And certificAtes 
Cups were usually prominently 

displayed in the recipient’s home, and if the 
trophy had to be returned, there’s likely to 
be a photo among family records. Trophies 
and medals were usually engraved with  
the name of the recipient, the awarding 
organisation and the year it was presented.

cluB histories 
Once you know the name of  
the club or organisation, try 

googling it. If it’s still in existence, there’s  
a good chance that it has its own website. 
Libraries usually have directories of clubs 
and organisations within the area, together 
with contact details.

Top five: Sources of Club records
There are plenty of resources to help you find out how your ancestors relaxed

UNIFORMED YOUTH 
ORGANISATIONS
By the early-20th century, members of movements such as Scouts, Guides and church brigades  
were easily identifiable by their distinctive uniforms. 

The aim of these organisations was to channel young people’s energy into useful, healthy and 
enjoyable activities, but initially the recruits came from better-off classes, as the cost of the uniform and 
subs (around one penny a week) was beyond the means of many working-class families.

Nonconformists founded the Boy’s Brigade and the Girl’s Brigade, and there were similar brigades 
for Anglicans, Catholics and Jews. Other uniformed organisations, such as St John Ambulance and  
the Red Cross also had their own cadet groups.

Baden-Powell’s Scouting For Boys, published in 1908, remains one of the world’s best-selling books, 
and prompted the founding of the Boy Scout Movement, followed a couple of years later by the Girl 
Guides. Packs (units) of Wolf Cubs and Brownies (who were originally going to be called Rosebuds) 
were then established. By 1913, there were over 150,000 scouts and you can find out more about 
their history and search the database at www.scoutsrecords.org. Most other youth movements also 
have their own websites.

eXhiBitionism
Visiting art galleries and 

exhibitions isn’t new by any 
means. The Great Exhibition of 

1851 attracted visitors of all classes, 
especially on ‘shilling days’, when 
tickets only cost one shilling. The 
Times reported that the greatest 

number of people inside the 
Crystal Palace at any one time 

was on 13 October when 
92,000 persons were 

present.
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Going further... Clubs & societies records

Contacts
the British newspaper Archive
w. www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
A database for newspapers from 18th to 
20th centuries.

girl guides Association
w. www.girlguiding.org.uk

the football Association
w. www.thefa.com 

the national Archives
w. www.nationalarchives.gov.uk 
w. www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a

newsplan
w. www.newsplan.co.uk
Finding aid for local newspapers.

scout Association Archive
w. www.scoutsrecords.org

st John Ambulance
w. www.sja.org.uk

rugby football history
w. www.rugbyfootballhistory.com
Includes a timeline of the sport and links to 
individual club histories.

clubs and societies associated 
with a workplace may be with the 
company archives, either at the 
headquarters or at a record office. 
You can search Access to Archives 
(www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a) by 
company name to locate  
these records.

Bicycles became affordable 
thanks to mass production in the 
late-19th century, and cycling  
clubs flourished until well into  
the 20th century. 

The late-19th century saw the 
regularisation of sports, when 
leagues were formed, made up of 
teams, which were permanent 
enough to play each other on 
a regular basis. This led to the 
growth of professional clubs 
with their own grounds 
and a huge growth in the 
numbers of spectators – the 
football season of 1948-
1949 recorded 41 million. 
Many professional clubs 
have their own archives, 
but you’ll find that some 
material, such as yearbooks 
and copies of match programmes, 
are deposited in the county/local 
record office or library. Surviving 
records can include minutes, score 
books, magazines, photographs 
and files of news-cuttings.

over time – even family history 
magazines of the 1980s were 
very different from current ones! 
Reference libraries may have 
collections of periodicals from 
their first edition.

Benevolent bosses
Many large employers provided 
numerous clubs, which their 
employees could join and also built 
social centres where they could 
meet. They felt that such facilities 
encouraged loyalty to the company 

– and also kept workers away from 
public houses. 

Brass bands and choral societies 
proved popular, competing against 
those of other works on a regular 
basis, and many of today’s  
Premier League football teams, 
such as Arsenal, started out as a 
work’s team. 

Some firms published staff 
magazines, which reported on the 
activities of these organisations. 
In the 1930s, the sporting teams 
of Kunzle Cakes weren’t doing 
too well. The editor worried that 
the golf society had adjourned to 
the ‘19th hole’ as no report had 
been received and their football 
team had lost eight out of nine 
matches with a total of 61 goals 
scored against them. Records of 

the nAtionAl 
register of ArchiVes 
You can search the database by 

name of the organisation or by location to 
find out which repository has material relating 
to the child or society. This links to the 
website, where details of the scope of 
records held, together with access details 
may be shown. Few club records are available 
online. www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra

dAngo
Although the Datatbase of 
Archives of Non-govenmental 

Organisations is no longer being updated, 
it’s a useful guide to identifying charities 
and voluntary organisations as well as 
NGOs. It gives details about the contact, 
location and accessibility of their archival 
holdings, with links to their websites. 
www.dango.bham.ac.uk

If your ancestor was an 
avid theatregoer, rather than 
a performer, have a look at 
contemporary newspapers for the 
variety of productions that were 
on offer. Libraries or record offices 

may have collections of theatre 
programmes and posters. 

After World War I, 
organisations had to 
compete with an increasing 
number of alternative 
leisure activities, such as 

the cinema. The advent of 
TV resulted in more time 

being spent at home causing a 
decline in club membership.

Even if you’re unable to find your 
ancestor’s name, all these resources 
can give you an insight into what it 
was like to have answered the call 
to ‘join our club’. n

going 
to the PuB

This didn’t always involve 
drinking alcohol. Pubs were the 
main recreational venue, with 

many establishing their own sports 
teams, ranging from football and 
cricket to darts and skittles. They 
were also the meeting places for  
all types of clubs, and until the 
early-20th century, coroner’s 

inquests were held  
in them. 

“The late-19th century saw 
the regularisation of sports, 
when leagues were formed, 
made up of teams that were 
permanent enough to play 
each other on a regular basis”
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Contact information
Email your queries and any 
supporting images you  
have to the Your Family  
Tree editorial team at:
yfted@futurenet.co.uk 

Specialist Panel

Asylum records

 Rebecca Jane Massey, 
née Fox, was my 
great-grandmother. I 

have discovered she was in the 
London County Lunatic Asylum 
in 1901 and that two of her 
brothers also ended their lives 
in mental institutions. She was 
at home for the 1891 Census 
with her husband Joseph and 
son Alfred, but I wondered if she 
suffered a mental breakdown 
after Joseph died in 1897. 
Though I have census records 
showing Rebecca in the asylum 
in 1901 and a death certificate, 
I’ve come up against a brick wall 
with her medical records.

I’m also trying to trace my  
4x great-grandfather George 
Massey (c1739-c1803), who 
married twice, first to Elizabeth 
Ambrose (1735-1779) on 7 
January 1769; and then to 
Elizabeth Waite (1740-1781) on 
5 March 1780. Family members 
have informed me that we  
are descended from French 
Huguenots. I’d be grateful for 
any assistance in this matter.
Ken Jeffries, via email

 You’ll be pleased to 
know that that you  
can find the records  

of the London County Asylum, 
Hanwell from 1889 to 1918, at 
the Greater London Record 
Office at 40 Northampton 
Road, London. Though there is 
usually a 100 year rule 
regarding the release of records 
to the public, luckily this doesn’t 
apply to those from 1901. If you 
go to The National Archives’ 
webpage at http://tinyurl.com/
q9qhmv9, you’ll see a full list of 
the kind of information you’ll 
find there, including admission 
and medical registers. Don’t 
miss the ‘Administrations 
Records’ link towards the 

bottom of the page, which will 
lead you to another list 
containing correspondence 
items and reports that may 
mention your ancestor. 

With regards to your possible 
Huguenot link, you should start 
your search on the Huguenot 
Society website at www.huguenot 
society.org.uk/family.html, which 
provides lots of resources for 
tracing Huguenot ancestors. CW

Calvinist The Huguenot Society’s website can help you trace your family’s French Protestant origins

Our expert team answers your genealogy questions

Colchester in about 1888, and 
they were in Glasgow by 1903.  
I know her father had businesses 
in Glasgow because there is a 
piece in the Edinburgh Gazette 
stating that he split from his 
partner in 1903, and I have a 
picture of one of his shops.

What I would like to know  
is how to go about finding out  
if he had had a business in 
Colchester? I would love  

Why the move?

 Please can you possibly 
advise me on an issue  
I am having trouble 

with? My mother’s cousin gave 
me my maternal grandmother’s 
family tree, but I have some 
unanswered questions.

My 2x great-grandfather 
moved the family to Glasgow 
from Colchester. My great-
grandmother was born in 

Doreen Hopwood  
Doreen is a former 

professional 
genealogist for the 
city of Birmingham, 

running family 
history lectures  
and workshops.

Paul Reed 
Paul is a leading 

military historian 
with expert 

knowledge of the 
British Armed Forces 
and the conflicts of 

WWI and WWII. 

Colin Waters 
Colin is a freelance 

writer, historian  
and published 

author. His books 
include A Dictionary 
of Old Trades, Titles 

and Occupations.
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Expert Q&A – Your problem
s solved

 Your FamilY TrEE

How do I find 
Dad’s birth 
record? 
Our reader is puzzled by 
confusing and contradictoy 
references to her father’s birth

Mystery Where was 
Lawrence Crosby born?to know why they moved, but  

I don’t think that would be 
documented anywhere. 
Angela Mathers, via email

 Trade directories date 
back to the mid-18th 
century for most 

English counties and are even 
earlier for London. Think of 
them as forerunners of the 
Yellow Pages as they listed all 
businesses, shops and other 
commercial concerns and were 
initially compiled for commercial 
travellers. They also included 
details of stagecoach and other 
carriers’ routes and their 
timetables. Later on, they 
became more comprehensive, 
and by the late 19th century, 
they included commercial, 
private residents and trades 
sections. If your great-
grandfather had a business (or 
businesses) in Colchester, he 

should appear in directories, so 
a search of these is worthwhile. 
There’s a free database at www.
historicaldirectories.org.

You can find out if there are 
any other business records for 
him by searching the National 
Register of Archives (www.
nationalarchives.gov.uk/nra)  
or Access to Archives (www.
nationalarchives.gov.uk/a2a) 
which will show the location  
of any records. There may be 
some references to him (and 
possibly adverts) in local 
newspapers, and so have a look 
at www.britishnewspaperarchive.
co.uk and you can also find what 
papers were in circulation for 
Colchester and where they’re 
deposited at www.newsplan.
co.uk. If the family was in 
Colchester in 1891 and 1901, 
the census returns will show  
the address where they lived 
and your great-grandfather’s 
occupation at the time. They 
also indicate where members  

“Think of trade 
directories as the 
forerunners of 
the Yellow Pages 
as they listed all 
businesses and 
shops in a town”

 Can anyone help me regarding  
my father please? I have been 
unable to find a birth certificate 

and exhausted all avenues. His name was 
Lawrence Crosby and he was born on 5 
January 1917. He states on his Army record 
that his place of birth was in the parish of 
Dundalk, County Dublin, yet he had a 
strong Scottish accent and states his parents 
were Scottish. On his marriage certificate 
to his first wife Olive in 1943, his father is stated 
as being James (deceased) yet on his second 
marriage certificate to Doris in 1952 he states 
his father as Henry (deceased). I never knew my 
father but on contacting his children with Doris, 
they said that their father was very secretive 
about his past, that he possibly had a brother 
and that he had a falling out with his family. 

Upon his death his children found no papers 
to indicate where he was originally from except 
one, stating his date of birth as 5 January 1917 at 
Meerut (India). This was verified and signed by a 
Major PH Taylor on 20 May 1946. I have tried 
searching for births in India to no avail, nor can I 
find a James/Henry Crosby serving in Meerut. 
Someone must have known Lawrence at some 
stage of his early life, either school or work or 
his family and I would appreciate any help they 
can give me. 
Anne Hyde, Australia 

 The photograph of your father does 
not, unfortunately, show any clues  
to his unit or service. 

Going back a generation to his father, he 
would have been a regular Army soldier if he 
had a son born in India, as men who enlisted just 
for the duration of the war weren’t allowed to 
take families overseas. So Henry Crosby must 
have been part of a British unit in India in 1917, 
serving there with thousands of others on 
wartime Empire Duty guarding India and also 
likely to have served on the North West 
Frontier which erupted into fighting several 
times in WWI. As such you should find him on 
the WWI medal rolls and maybe even a service 
record, although if he served beyond WWI that 
may not have been released yet if it survived. 

Another way would be to trace the officer 
through Army Lists and WWI Medal Index 
Cards, as this may give a clue to his unit as the 
officer was likely to be one serving with him, 
unless it’s a Royal Army or Indian Army Medical 
Corps officer who delivered the baby. 

Although he may have been of Irish descent, 
he may have spent time in India with Scottish 
families as a child and the accent one he could 
easily adopt as he got older. PR

of the household were born 
– perhaps there were relatives  
in Glasgow, or they could have 
moved there because of a better 
business opportunity. DH

How did he die? 

 My great-uncle, Joseph 
Albert French 
Dunnington, was an 

Army Sergeant in World War  
II. His unit was the 61st Regt 
Reconnaissance Corps, RAC 
Army Number 4800261.

I know he died on 5 August 
1944. He was buried in Hottot 
-les-Bagues war cemetery in 
France. His death certificate said 
he died of his wounds. What I 

would like to find out is the 
circumstances in which he died 
and what he was doing at the 
time. Can you point me in the 
right direction? 
Ian Dunnington, via email

 A good starting point 
would be to apply to 
the Ministry of 

Defence for his service record. 
You can find out how to do this 
on the Veteran’s Agency 
website (www.veterans-uk.info). 

While you’re waiting for this 
to come, the next step is to look 
at the War Diary for the 61st 
Recconnaissance Regiment at 
The National Archives in 

London. These aren’t digitised 
or online; the original 
documents are found in class 
WO171 for the fighting in 
Normandy. These will give a 
day-to-day account of what the 
unit was doing. It may be that 
your uncle will be mentioned by 
name in the diary, although this 
is rare. However, you will get 
the circumstances of what was 
happening at the time. 

There are a number of people 
researching the Recce Corps on 
WW2 Talk (www.ww2talk.com), 
a WWII internet forum; it 
would be worth making a post 
there to see if they can help you. 
Details of his cemetery may be 
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“Is there a black 
sheep in my family?”
TheGenealogist’s Becky Bayley helps you find 
out more about criminal ancestors

 It wasn’t difficult to 
get into trouble in 
England and Wales 

in the 1800s. You could easily 
end up facing a severe 
punishment, perhaps even the 
death penalty. Did any of your 
ancestors end up on the 
wrong side of the law? 
 If you’re struggling to find  
an ancestor in your family 
history research, there’s  
the possibility they may have 
ended up in trouble with the 
authorities. The thousands of 

Search Looking for records is easy with TheGenealogist’s advanced features

people who broke the law had 
their details recorded at their 
trial and sentencing so finding 
their records online is now 
easier than ever.

The new selection of criminal 
register records available on 
TheGenealogist, for example, 
can shed light on those who 
broke the law and paid the 
consequences. Taken from 
Home Office records series  
HO 27, this new set features 
over 89,000 criminal records 
covering indictable offences in 

England and Wales between 
1782 and 1892. With records 
dating back to before civil 
registration began, they are 
another useful source of early 
information about your black 
sheep ancestors.

These records include:

g  HO27 Criminal Registers, 
England and Wales. Registers  
of all people in England and 
Wales charged with indictable 
offences showing the results of 
the trials, the sentences in case 
of conviction, and dates of 
execution of persons sentenced 
to death.

g HO13 Criminal Entry Books 
and lists of pardons.

g HO20/13 Prisons 
Correspondence and Papers. 
Including Bethlehem Hospital 
criminal lunatics and others.

g CRIM1 Central Criminal 
Court Depositions . Statements 
on oath used in evidence in trials 
at the Old Bailey and pardons  
if granted. Records in this 
collection do not imply guilt.

The records also uniquely 
cover prisoners ‘pardoned’  
and those classed as ‘criminal 
lunatics’. There was recognition 
at the time that certain crimes 
were committed by people 
gripped by insanity and other 

mental health issues, although 
crudely described as ‘Criminal 
Lunatics’ at the time. 

The criminal records from 
TheGenealogist include full 
information on each case, 
including names, aliases, the 
name of the court, the offence 
committed and the length of  
the sentence or whether the 
prisoner was acquitted. 

The new records from 
TheGenealogist include full 
information on each case, 
including names, aliases, the 
name of the court, the offence 
committed and the length of  
the sentence or whether the 
prisoner was acquitted. There 
were a variety of sentences  
for criminal activity ranging 
from the death penalty to 
transportation to the colonies 
to a standard prison sentence.

In the picture on the left, we 
use the accurate search features 
on TheGenealogist to look for  
a William Jackson in Leicester.

The infamous system in 
England and Wales, which relied 
on its strong deterrent qualities, 
was dubbed the ‘Bloody Code’ 
for good reason. Despite there 
being no police force until 1829, 
there were more than 200 
offences that carried the death 
penalty in 1815 under the 

Prison Your ancestor may not 
appear in census records as they were 
serving a sentence for a crime
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found on the Commonwealth 
War Grave’s Commission 
website (www.cwgc.org). 

You could add him to the 
Fallen Heroes of Normandy 
website (www.fallenheroesphotos.
org), which is an online memorial 
site to all those who died in 
1944. You can add extra details 
to the site yourself, including any 
photos you have. PR

Bigamous marriage?

 My 2x great-grandfather 
Clarence John Harris 
Willis (born Deal 1843) 

married Louisa Ann Lover. On 
censuses up to 1861 he appears 
as ‘Clarence Willis’, but after his 
marriage he appears as ‘Charles 
Willis’. Investigations have 
uncovered a Charles Willis, born 
England 1843, in Cove, Barbour, 
West Virginia on the US 1880 
Census with the occupation 
physician and surgeon. Under 
the name Charles JH Willis  
he married Catherine Cox in 
Barbour on 16 May 1876. I’m 
wondering if he was a bigamist? 
The Barbour FHS was unable  
to help and ships passenger 
records have drawn a blank. 

Clarence/Charles may have 
inherited money when his 
surgeon father died in 1861. 
He’s shown as an engineer on 
the 1871 Census, but on his 
daughter’s marriage certificate 
in 1889 he’s a doctor. When 
Louisa Ann died in 1919 she was 
said to be the widow of Clarence 
Willis, ‘a physician in America’. 
Christine Todd, via email

 The description 
“Widow of a physician 
in America”; would 

seem to indicate that Clarence 
may have used his inheritance  
to train as a doctor, perhaps as 
stipulated in his father’s will? 
(See www.nationalarchives.gov.
uk/records/looking-for-person/
willafter1858.htm for how to 
trace wills). 

Could his family have 
originally gone to the US with 
him, where their marriage 
split-up and his wife and children 
returned to England, where his 
wife pretended he had died 
overseas in order to save face? 

The National Archives 
webpage (www.nationalarchives.
gov.uk/records/looking-for-person/
patients-doctors-and-nurses.htm)
gives tips on tracing doctor’s 
records though I would suggest 
you also search for doctors in 
UK trade directories, for his 
home town. 

With regards to US 
resources, you can do no better 
than consult the massive 
genealogical database at Cyndi’s 
list (www.cyndislist.com/medical/
doctors). You can also search  
the Directory of Deceased 
American Physicians, 1804-
1929 at http://tinyurl.com/
qyrp2k7; and the Barbour 
County Free Public Records 
Directory at http://publicrecords.
onlinesearches.com/WV_Barbour.
htm. Do also check out the 
many links on the Barbour 
County Genealogy Page (www.
wvgenweb.org/barbour). CW

Talk Joining a specialist forum can help you find others researching the same era

convicted of stealing two 
lambs worth. In 1829 this was 
considered a capital crime and 
he was sentenced to death. 
This was later commuted to 
life transportation. You can 
find a copy of this record on 
TheGenealogist.

Around 35 per cent of 
prisoners were found ‘not 
guilty’, a much higher rate  

of acquittals than today. Some 
prisoners were also pardoned. 
Above, you can see John 
Robinson, initially convicted  
of highway robbery and then 
pardoned in 1821.

The criminal records of the 
past can allow you to discover 
that missing ancestor and why 
they may not have appeared 
on the usual records available 
to family historians. BB

“You could 
get the death 
penalty for being 
with gypsies, 
stealing from a 
rabbit warren, 
and being a 
pickpocket”

‘Bloody Code’. As well as the 
expected serious crimes such as 
murder, you could receive the 
death penalty for stealing from a 
rabbit warren, impersonating a 
Chelsea Pensioner, being in the 
company of gypsies for a month, 
stealing livestock, being a 
pickpocket and also being seen 
out at night with a “blackened 
face” as it was assumed you 
were a burglar.

Above, you can see an 
example of the harsh code. 
Thomas Jackson in 1817 was 
executed for setting fire to 
haystacks (top image).

Statistics show that Wiltshire, 
Hereford and Essex carried  
out the greatest number of 
executions in the 1800s while 
the courts in Lancashire, 
Yorkshire and Durham spared 
the lives of the most prisoners.

As not all prisoners were 
executed, there were other 
punishments available, including 
imprisonment or transportation 
to penal colonies in places such 
as Australia. Records show the 
transportation of one man for 
seven years for stealing onions 
and another got seven years for 
stealing table linen.

James Hicks, born in 1804  
is another example. He was 

Death Thomas Jackson was executed for setting fire to haystacks

Pardon John Robinson’s conviction for highway robbery was overturned
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the great war

1914-18 u 100 YEARS

Although the fighting in France 

and Belgium dominates the 

popular imagination of World War 

I, im
portant British campaigns 

took place all across the globe

Words by Christopher White

The 

forgoTTen 

TheaTres  

of war!
ANZAC 

DAy
The date that the Gallipoli 

campaign began, 25 April, is 
marked every year in Australia 
and New Zealand as a day of 

remembrance. It was instrumental 
in developing a sense of national 

identity in both countries, 
which contributed to their 

eventual independence 
from Britain.
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The 

forgoTTen 

TheaTres  

of war!

Below British General 
Edmund Allenby, 

commander of troops  
in the Middle East 

Bottom The Royal Naval 
Division charges during the  

Gallipoli campaign in 1915

W
orld War I had begun 
with a series of victories 
for Germany, which saw  
them quickly take 
Belgium and begin the 

march on France. But in September  
1914, the French Army and the British 
Expeditionary Force repelled the 
Germans’ advance toward Paris in the 
Battle of the Marne, with the opposing 

forces ultimately facing off against 
one another across systems of 
trenches stretching hundreds of 

miles from the English Channel 
to Switzerland. Any progress in 

retaking enemy-held territory was 
slow, and came at enormous cost in 

men and resources.
With little movement possible on  

the Western Front for such a long time, 
opportunities to strike at the Central 
Powers of Germany and Austria-Hungary, 
and their allies the Ottoman Empire, had 
to be taken wherever possible, and key 
battles were fought across the world.

Colonial action
As the name ultimately bestowed upon 
the conflict suggests, fighting wasn’t 
limited to the belligerents’ main 
territories: it also took place in, and 
between, their overseas colonies. Notable 
examples of minor colonial engagements 
include the occupation of German Samoa 
and the Siege of Tsingtao.

The former, which is within the 
independent country Samoa, was 
undefended except for the presence  
of the colonial police force, and was  
easily occupied by the New Zealand 
expeditionary force in late August 1914. 

Their main target was the wireless 
station there, used 
by the German Navy. 

Although two 
cruisers from the 
German East Asia 
squadron were sent to 
retake the island, they 
immediately withdrew, 
knowing that they could 
not compete with the 
superior Royal Navy.

The East Asia 
squadron’s home base was 
the port of Tsingtao, which 
the Germans had leased 
from China. British and 
Japanese forces began a 
naval blockade of the colony 
from August 1914 and 
initiated a full siege at the end 
of October, eventually taking 
possession of the port on 

16 November. However, the 
overwhelming majority of 
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Rescue Dozens of 
wounded British soldiers 
are evacuated from the 
beaches to hospital ships 
just offshore during the 
Gallipoli campaign

Attrition British 

soldiers during the 

Gallipoli campaign, 

which began in 

February 1915. 

Although in a different 

climate the campaign 

was still typified by 

trench warfare

to take East Africa via simultaneous 
assaults on the port of Tanga, in Tanzania, 
and at Longido on Mount Kilimanjaro was 
repelled by the numerically inferior 
Germans. Allied forces eventually 
established control of the region by  
1916 after being reinforced with troops 
from elsewhere in the British Empire, 

but the German commander, Colonel 
Paul Emil von Lettow-Vorbeck, refused to 
accept defeat, and mounted a guerrilla 
campaign against British forces that 
continued until November 1918.

Carnage at Gallipoli
By far the most well known theatre 
involving British forces outside of western 
Europe is the Gallipoli campaign against 
the Ottoman Empire in modern-day 
Turkey. The Ottomans, who had lost  
much of their European territory and 
been defeated in a war in the Balkans in 
the years immediately prior to WWI, had 
secretly made an alliance with Germany 
in August 1914. The first months of the 
war saw them remain officially neutral 
but show clear preferential treatment 
towards Germany, for whom they opened 
the Dardanelles – the strait connecting 
the Black Sea and the Aegean – despite 

was defended by 3,000 soldiers, and was 
home to another 7,000 men ready and 
able to take up arms. The British in 
neighbouring South Africa used the Boers, 
who had been defeated in the Second 
Anglo-Boer War 12 years earlier, to invade 
German South-West Africa. Some of them, 
however, used the opportunity created by 

the outbreak of war in Europe to 
rebel and try to re-establish 

an independent Boer  
republic again.

After the rebellion 
had been quelled, the 
invasion of German-
held territory began. A 
first attempt ended in 

failure at the Battle of 
Sandfontein in 

September 1914, and  
the Germans mounted a 

counteroffensive, resulting in  
the Battle of Kakamas the following 
February. This was repelled, and the  
South African forces retook the initiative, 
finally obtaining surrender from the 
Germans in July.

In the East, German territory included 
present-day Burundi, Rwanda and 
mainland Tanzania. An initial attempt  

conflict between European nations’ 
colonies took place in Africa. Following 
the ‘Scramble for Africa’ that began in  
the late-19th century, Britain, France, 
Belgium and Germany all had colonial 
possessions in the continent, and fighting 
between them reflected that taking place 
in Europe.

Although treaties then in force aimed  
to ensure the neutrality of the colonies  
in the event of war in Europe, these were 
broken by Britain with an attack on 
German positions on Lake Victoria and  
a naval shelling of Dar-es-Salaam in  
early August.

In West Africa, the German 
colony of Togoland – now 
Togo and part of Ghana – 
saw the first combat of 
the entire war, but was 
taken with little 
resistance in August 
1914. Germany’s other 
West African colony of 
Kamerun, however, put 
up more of a fight. 
Although surrounded by 
territory ruled by Britain, 
Belgium and France, it didn’t 
surrender until 1916, after which it  
was divided between its new conquerors. 
Operations in West Africa gave Britain  
and France access to useful port facilities, 
including coal-refuelling depots for  
their ships.

To the south of the continent, the 
German colony in what is now Namibia 

A pAth to 
INDepeNDeNCe

The African theatre not only 
ended the German Empire’s 

relatively brief colonial 
involvement in Africa, but also set 

the continent on a path to 
independence from Europe, 
which would be ultimately 

realised by 1960.

[The forgoTTen TheaTres of war!]
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“After the beaches were  
taken, the MeF failed to press 
inland, and the ottomans  
mounted a counteroffensive”

being required by international law  
to deny passage to military vessels. 

The Ottoman Empire formally entered 
the war at the end of October 1914, and  
by January the following year, their 
offensive against Russia in the Caucasus 
led the Tsar to request assistance from 
Britain and France. 

Winston Churchill, who was then the 
First Lord of the Admiralty, proposed an 
attack on the Gallipoli peninsula to 
relieve the pressure on their allies and 
open a sea route to Russia. The intention 
was to use older Navy ships – which  
might not have held their own in a 
confrontation with the German High Seas 
Fleet – combined with an amphibious 
assault to take the peninsula, open the 
straits and advance on the Ottoman 
capital Constantinople (now Istanbul).

[A mess in 
mAcedoniA]

Another forgotten theatre was the Salonikan front 

Britain fought in the Balkans to aid Serbia, which  

had begun to falter after initial success against the  

vastly superior Austro-Hungarian Army. The fighting in 

Salonika, now part of Greece and the former Yugoslavia, 

began while the Gallipoli campaign was still on, but unlike 

the Dardanelles, it continued until the enemy – in this 

case Bulgaria – surrendered in October 1918. Many 

soldiers who had fought at Gallipoli went on to fight  

in Salonika, or Macedonia as it was known in many 

official sources (or ‘Muckydonia’ to the troops). Again, 

the fighting became bogged down in stalemate and 

wasteful attacks, and only came to life in September 

1918 when the multinational Allied force looked to  

break the deadlock with the Vardar Offensive.

The years of stalemate and awful conditions that 

General George Milne’s troops (dubbed ‘the gardeners 

of Salonika’ for their inactivity) lived in resulted in more 

soldiers dying of sickness and disease than from actually 

engaging the enemy. The Long, Long Trail website 

(www.1914-1918.net/salonika.htm) has an excellent  

history of the campaign and how to find out more  

about the British units who fought there.

The assault at Gallipoli began on  
19 February when the British and  
French navies shelled Ottoman artillery 
placements from long range. These initial 
attempts to clear the Turkish defences 
were unsuccessful and a second try in March 
also failed to clear the straits of mines.

With the failure of a purely naval attack, 
the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force 
(MEF) was formed. It intended to land on 
the Gallipoli peninsula and eliminate the 
Ottomans’ mobile artillery, clearing a 
path for Allied ships to open up the straits.
The 78,000-strong force was commanded 
by General Sir Ian Hamilton and had 
troops from Britain, Australia, India, New 

Zealand and Newfoundland. Tragically for 
the forces, the naval attacks had alerted 
the Ottomans to Britain’s aims, and the 
peninsula, which had been all but 
deserted, now filled with troops as the 
invasion was planned. Landings were 
made on six of the peninsula’s beaches  
on 25 April, at Cape Helles at the tip of 
Gallipoli and further up on a beach that 
became known as Anzac Cove, after the 
Australians and New Zealanders assaulting 
it. Although the Ottoman defenders were 
unable to repel the attack, they did inflict 
heavy casualties on the Allied forces as 
they landed in boats and attempted to 
secure the cliffs overlooking the beaches. 

After the beaches were taken, the MEF 
failed to press inland, and the Ottomans 
mounted a counteroffensive. Just as had 
happened with the Germans’ attack on 
France, the hope of a quick Allied victory 
became impossible. 

A series of further Allied attacks and 
Ottoman counterattacks took place from 
May to August, with little gain for either 
side. Realising the situation was 
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[irregulAr forces And guerrillAs]

Hero TE Lawrence was a 

British Army officer renowned 

for his role during the Sinai 

and Palestine Campaign in 

WWI. He was famously played 

by Peter O'Toole in the film 

Lawrence of Arabia

W orld War I is virtually synonymous with trench warfare and waves of massed ranks attacking fortified positions, but irregular forces and ‘asymmetric conflict’ – or guerrilla warfare – also played important roles. This is equally true of both sides, with the Arab Revolt against Ottoman rule in the Middle East benefitting British aims, and the Germans undertaking a guerrilla campaign  against British forces in East Africa. Such tactics are typically inexpensive to sponsor but take a lot of resources to counter, making them useful in inflicting damage upon an enemy without committing large numbers of men and equipment.The Arab Revolt kept tens of thousands of Ottoman troops busy, preventing them from attacking the Suez Canal, giving British forces in the region greater freedom to conduct offensive operations. 
Arab nationalism within the Ottoman Empire had been growing for decades before the outbreak of war, and the  Arab Bureau of the British Foreign Office came up with the idea of instigating and funding a rebellion. Grand Sharif Hussein, the guardian of the holy city of Mecca, Allied himself with the UK and France in June 1916. Around 5,000 of Hussein’s men fought  as regular forces, while others operated irregularly on 

ambush and sabotage operations. The irregulars were commanded by Hussein’s son, Faisal, and worked alongside French and British officers, the most famous of whom was formerly an archaeologist specialising in the Middle East, TE Lawrence – better known as Lawrence of Arabia. They captured the port of Aqaba in present-day Jordan,  in 1917.
In East Africa, it was similarly the intention of Colonel Von Lettow-Vorbeck to divert Allied resources away from the Western Front. However, most of the fighting on the British side was carried out by soldiers from Africa and India, who were prevented by policies in place at the time from being deployed to Europe anyway.Although chased across East Africa and eventually  becoming somewhat nomadic, the German guerrillas  remained undefeated and surrendered on 25 November  1918 after learning of the Armistice in Europe.

hopeless; the prospect of 
evacuating the peninsula was 
raised in October. It was agreed 
and in December 1915 the troops 
were gradually withdrawn from 
Gallipoli, with the last men, 
including future PM Clement 
Attlee, leaving on 9 January 1916. 
Most of the Allied forces withdrew 
to Egypt. Almost 57,000 British, 
British Empire and French men were 
killed in action at Gallipoli over eight 
months, all for nothing.

the Middle east
However, elsewhere the British did 
enjoy success against their Ottoman 
foes. The campaign in Ottoman-ruled 
Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq) began  
on 6 November 1914 with a naval 
bombardment of the port of Fao. The 
Indian Expeditionary Force took the city 
of Basra on 22 November, securing the  
oil fields that were so important to the 
Royal Navy.
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“the high cost of fighting the 
Central powers took its toll on 
Russia, and the war became 
unpopular – as did the tsar”
Nicolas II, who abdicated in March 1917. A 
provisional government was formed, only 
to be overthrown in November by the 
Bolshevik Revolution under Vladimir 
Lenin. He agreed the Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk with Germany  
in March 1918 and exited 
the global conflict, but 
became embroiled in 
civil war between the 
Bolshevik ‘Reds’ the 
opposing faction 
known as ‘Whites’,  
and a myriad of  
other forces.

The remaining Allied 
powers intervened on the side 
of the Whites, with the aim of 
preventing the Germans from acquiring 
Allied war materials already in Russia  
and re-establishing the Eastern Front.  
The Royal Navy, Royal Marines and a small 

The Ottomans lacked adequate 
resources to retake the city, but British 
progress up the Tigris River towards 

the regional capital, Baghdad, was 
slow. The Ottomans stopped the British 

advance at Ctesiphon, around 20 miles 
from Baghdad, in November 1915. After 
retreating 80 miles to Kut al Amara, the 
8,000-strong British-Indian force was 
besieged, and finally surrendered in  
April 1916.

On the opposite side of the region, 
Egypt had been occupied by Britain since 
the late-19th century, and a protectorate 
was formally established in 1914. This 
guaranteed access to the Suez Canal, an 
important shipping route between the 
Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean. 
Ottoman forces attacked the canal area  
in January and February 1915, but were 
unsuccessful. The Egyptian Expeditionary 
Force later advanced first into the Sinai 
peninsula and then into Palestine, 
eventually taking Jerusalem in late-1917 
after a lengthy stalemate. Damascus  
was captured by British forces fighting 
alongside Prince Feisal’s Arabian rebels  
in 1918, effectively ending major operations 
in the Middle-Eastern theatre. 

The high cost of fighting the Central 
Powers took its toll on Russia, and the  
war became unpopular – as did Tsar 

contingent of British tanks saw action in 
northern Russia. The city of Archangel 
was occupied after a coordinated aerial 
and naval assault and amphibious troop 

landings in August 1918, but 
attempts to hold territory 

were unsuccessful. Allied 
forces were withdrawn  

by April 1919. 
Although the  

main focus of the war 
was the contest for 
domination of Europe, 

the actions in the many 
other theatres across the 

world were important to 
the final outcome of victory 

for the Allies against German 
aggression. The wider global war redrew 
the map of the world with the emergence 
of completely new nations – and set the 
stage for future conflicts to come. n

CARvING 
up ARABIA

When the war ended the 
Middle East was divided 

between Britain and France, 
according to the terms of the 1916 

Sykes-Picot Agreement between the 
two countries. This meant reneging 

on promises of independence 
made when helping to stir up 

the Arab Revolt against 
the Ottomans.

Charge World War I saw a change 
for cavalry, which was mainly used for 

reconnaissance, but here the British 
cavalry is shown in traditional fighting  

with the Turks in Palestine

[The forgoTTen TheaTres of war!]
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TRACING YOUR 
ANCESTORS THROUGH 
FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS
Discover more from your old pictures

Our verdict on the latest products to hit the family history world…

The History of Leicester 
in 100 People
Author: Stephen Butt

Publisher: Amberley

w. www.amberley-books.com

ISBN: 9781445616858

Price: £14.99

 
It was in Leicester that DNA 
fingerprinting was invented, 
Thomas Cook pioneered his 
dream of tourism for the 
masses, Sir David Attenborough 
met his first dinosaur and 
Alfred Russel Wallace 
formulated the concept of 
natural selection. Here local 
historian Stephen Butt delves 
into the stories of the city’s 
men and women who  
were at the forefront of 
invention, scientific discovery 
and entertainment. Indeed  
in the world of TV and film, 
the city boasts a plethora of 
famous sons and daughters. 
Of course the brother of Sir 
David is Sir Richard, actor 
(Brighton Rock, Jurassic Park) 
and director (Gandhi). Others 
include Biddy Baxter, the face 
behind Blue Peter (1965-1988).

Read it for: Leicester’s 
contribution to history 
through its famous people 

Beyond the Legend:  
Bill Speakman VC
Authors: Derek Hunt and  
John Mulholland

Publisher: The History Press

w. www.thehistorypress.co.uk

ISBN: 9780752494302

Price: £14.99

This is the authorised 
biography of William  
(Bill) Speakman, who was 
awarded one of only four 
Victoria Crosses for action  
in the Korean War. It covers 
his, sometimes controversial,  
life from his childhood in 
Altrincham, Cheshire, to  
his later life in South Africa  
about which little has been 
previously known. Bill 
Speakman is believed to be 
one of only two surviving 
holders of the VC from  
the British Army.

Read it for: Biography of a 
hero who served in Korea, 
Malaya, Borneo and Aden
 
Alexandra Palace 
Theatre
Author: Marlene McAndrew

Publisher: Hornsey Historical Society

w. www.hornseyhistorical.org.uk

ISBN: 9780905794488

Price: £3.00

 
Hornsey Historical Society is  
a prolific publisher of small 
local history titles, and this 
little booklet on Alexandra 
Palace Theatre is a good 
example of their interesting 
output. It’s largely thanks  
to the society that the theatre, 
now listed, survives today. In 
this account we have a history 
from its earliest days in the 
1870s to modern plans for  
a revival.

Read it for: A slice of London 
theatrical history

Author: Jayne Shrimpton

Publisher: Pen & Sword

w. www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

ISBN: 9781781592809

Price: £14.99

Family photographs 
offer a tantalising 
glimpse of our ancestors 
caught in a particular 
moment in time, and 
can sometimes reveal  
a whole story behind 
the static image.  
Jayne Shrimpton  
is known for her  
books on photographs,  
paintings and costume.
This book is designed  
as a comprehensive 
guide to aid dating, 
analysing and 
understanding your 
family photographs 
specifically, and will be  
of great value on any 
family historian’s 
reference shelf.

The first part of the book considers the art of dating 
photographs, helping readers to spot clues, which indicate  
the type of image, the fashions shown in it and details of the 
studio where it was taken. 

Next is a guide to studying family photographs in more  
detail to identify the occasion of the sitting, as well as clues  
such as age, status and spotting family likenesses. 

A third section widens the context to discuss how such 
images reveal the lives and times of the people in them,  
from wedding customs to home and work life, and indeed  
other subjects such as wartime. 

The book is rounded off with a guide to looking after  
your photographs for posterity.

Aided by over 150 period photographs, this is a thorough, 
and thoroughly useful guide, which will appeal to family history 
researchers of all levels of competency. n

Read it for: A compact and comprehensive guide to finding your 
family in old photographs

“Aided by over 150 
period photographs, 
this is a thoroughly 
useful guide, which will 
appeal to family history 
researchers of all levels 
of competency”
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Meet the author...
Denise Bates 
We talk to Denise who developed an  

interest in history before she reached her  
10th birthday, thanks to her teacher

Five more  
books women’s 
social history
Women in England 
1760-1914 
www.orionbooks.co.uk 
Professor Susie 
Steinbach uses diaries, 
letters, and memoirs to 
explore sex, marriage, 
childbirth and work for 
all classes of women.

Women’s Lives 
www.pen-and-sword.
co.uk 
Pen & Sword’s social 
history editor Jen 
Newby here provides 
a research guide for 
women’s social history 
from 1800 to 1939.

Women’s History: 
Britain, 1850-1945 
www.routledge.com 
A collection of essays 
by specialists on key 
aspects of women’s 
lives including health, 
the family, education, 
sexuality, work  
and politics.

Medieval Women 
www.orionbooks.co.uk 
This social history 
pushes further back  
in time to explore  
the lives of women  
in England from  
450-1500.

British Women’s 
History 
www.ibtauris.com 
Alison Twells’ book 
brings together 
excerpts from over  
100 documents 
detailing women’s 
experiences from  
the end of the 18th 
century to the  
outbreak of WWI.

Denise Bates was born in 
Sheffield and read Modern 
History at St Anne’s 

College, Oxford, specialising in 
the 1815-1914 period. She is also 
the author of Pit Lasses: Women 
and girls in coalmining c1800-1914 
(Pen & Sword).

How did you first become 
interested in history? 
I became fascinated, aged eight 
years old, on the day a teacher read 
stories of Joan of Arc and Elizabeth 
Fry and then asked us to write about 
one of them. I chose Joan of Arc.

Have you traced your own  
family tree? 
I have traced the family tree back 
to at least the 18th century in all 
branches except one, where I’ve 
hit an insurmountable brick wall. 
My most intriguing discovery to 
date was a 4x great-grandmother 
who worked underground in a coal 
mine before this work was banned 
to women in 1842. This inspired 
my first book, Pit Lasses, which used 
contemporary evidence to refute 
the view that women who worked 
underground were immoral and 
bad wives and mothers.

What have you found most 
surprising in researching  
breach of promise? 
I was very surprised when my 
analysis of damages revealed that 
women who worked for their 
living received substantially less 
compensation for their broken 
engagement than those who chose 
to remain economically inactive. 
The exceptions were governesses 
and teachers who obtained 
substantial damages because a 
broken engagement might destroy 
their professional reputation.

Which resources have you found 
most useful for researching  
this subject? 
Breach of Promise to Marry was mainly 
researched from newspaper reports. 
Being able to access searchable 
national and local newspapers  
was excellent for locating a wide 
range of cases and opinions 
and ensuring that I didn’t miss 
something significant. I couldn’t 
have obtained this range  
of information by manually 
searching microfiche.

What books/research projects  
are you working on next? 
I’m interested in how ordinary 
people become part of wider history 
and I have a few more examples 
in the family tree to investigate. 
Currently I’m looking at a couple 
of projects, one about the 20th 
century and another about the late 
Victorian and Edwardian era. n

Author: Denise Bates

Publisher: Pen & Sword

w. www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

ISBN: 9781783030361

Price: £12.99

Sometimes there’s a whole social  
trend that can illuminate the lives of 
our ancestors but which has faded  
from view almost entirely. Such is the 
case with the former legal minefield  
of ‘breach of promise to marry’, 
typically (but by no means exclusively) 
when a rakish gent abandoned his 
promise of engagement.

Here historian Denise Bates explores 
what turns out to be a fascinating 
subject, shot through with Victorian 
mores and holding up a mirror to social 

change. Her study looks at how jilted 
women (and more rarely men) were in 
an unusually powerful position, and 
charts the law and social atmosphere 
around the subject from its early days 
in the 1790s onwards. In fact, the legal 
framework was only removed as 
recently as 1970, but Bates pins the 
heyday of breach of promise claims  
to the 1816-1869 period.

This is a fascinating piece of social 
history, which will be of great interest 
to many family historians as there is 
an appendix with research 
advice, too. n

Read it for: A fascinating 
account of a forgotten social  
and legal trend

BREACH OF PROMISE TO MARRY
Discover how brides left at the altar fought back

Review
s... Books
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the channel 
islands  
post office 
directory 1939
publisher: S&N Genealogy

w. www.genealogysupplies.com

price: £16.95

The Channel 
Islands were 
occupied by 
the Nazi’s 
during 

World War II. So this CD 
is a fascinating source for 
anyone with forebears 
on the islands of Jersey, 
Guernsey, Alderney 
and Sark prior to the 
breakout of war and the 
ensuing occupation. It’s a 
comprehensive resource 
containing listings of people 
and businesses in residential 
and trade directories, and 
includes three colour maps 
within its 300 pages. It’s a 
must for CI research. n 

Use it for: Tracing your 
Channel Island ancestors

Re
vi

ew
s..

. B
oo

ks
 a

nd
 d

at
a 

CD
s

“Many thousands  
of children were  
also evacuated 
overseas, arriving 
into completely  
new lives, and some 
never came home”

OCEANS APART
fascinating tales about the huge number of young evacuees who  
were shipped abroad during World War ii

author: Penny Starns

publisher: The History Press

w. www.thehistorypress.co.uk

isBn: 9780752490113

price: £12.99

When we think of evacuation  
in World War ii, it’s typically  
of children packed on to trains 
with a suitcase and a gas mask, 
off to stay with distant relatives 
in the north of england or  
in rural devon or Wales. 
however, many thousands of 
children were also evacuated 
overseas, arriving into 
completely new lives, and  
indeed some of them never  
to return to Britain. 

After initial mixed opinions  
in government about the idea  
of sending children abroad,  
from May 1940 the Children’s 
Overseas Reception Board  
was formed to move children  
to safety in Australia, South 
Africa, the USA, Canada and 
New Zealand. The scheme  

was extremely popular, and  
over 200,000 applications were 
made within just four months.  
In addition, thousands of children 
of wealthier parents were 
privately evacuated overseas. 

The children became  
known as ‘sea-vacs’, and their 
experiences greatly differed 
depending on their destination. 
Despite many being totally cut 
off from their families in the  
UK, most found their new way 
of life to be a positive one in 
which they were well cared  
for. For others, however, it  
was a miserable, difficult or 
frightening time. 

Here historian Penny Starns 
looks at the whole subject, with 
specific chapters on each of the 
destination countries above, 
exploring the lives of the 
sea-vacs themselves and the 
larger political context. n

read it for: A detailed account 
of ‘sea-vac’ children in WWII

“With its arresting photos 
and illustrations, this lavish 
coffee-table read is an 
impeccable investment and 
will interest youngsters”

WORld WAR I:  
ThE dEfINITIvE 
vISuAl GuIdE
this stunning history of the conflict is easy on the eyes, 
but does it have enough detail to make it worthwhile?

author: RG Grant

publisher: Dorling Kindersley

w. www.dk.co.uk

isBn: 9781409347613

price: £25

one of the biggest reasons the 
centenary commemorations for World 
War i are so important is because it’s 
essential that future generations are 
aware of what happened, which means 
educating others as well as yourselves.

As well as discovering family links, 
there’s plenty out there to help you 
learn about the conflict in general, and 
few books cover as much as this striking 
hardback from RG Grant, with the help 
of esteemed historian Richard Overy. 
With its arresting photographs and 

illustrations, the book is perfect as both 
an introduction to the conflict and as a 
tool to pique the interest of youngsters. 

The main characters and confrontations 
are covered in easy to digest spreads 
and short chapters, with everything 
from key weapons, medical treatment, 
and especially theatres that aren’t 
covered in popular histories standing 
out as highlights. 

No doubt some weighty tomes will 
appear over the next few years that go 
into the conflict in far more detail, but 
as a general overview and bite-sized 
introduction, this lavish coffee-table 
read is an impeccable investment. n

read it for: A wonderfully illustrated 
history that covers all aspects of WWI
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RootsMagic for Android
Now Android users can access their 
RootsMagic family history on the go

Simple Navigating 
your family tree 
is easy with the 
RootsMagic for 
Android app

Review
s... Softw

are

XY FamilY Tree
This free tool offers a clever twist 
on the process of recording your 
family history

Data Use links to 
record events by 
connecting them 
directly to the 
source material

UK PARish FiNdeR
Publisher: Grey Olltwit

w. www.greyolltwit.com/parishfinder2.html

Price: Free

system: Windows XP or higher

This is a basic tool 
for finding parishes in 
england or Wales – 

sadly scotland isn’t included. You 
can either browse by country, 
county and district, or search 
for specific parish names. Once 
selected, you’ll see some basic 
details about the district or 
parish in question, such as when 
it was created and a list of sub-
districts. Be careful installing UK 
Parish Finder, as the setup will 
offer to install extra software, 
so click decline to avoid adding 
unwanted programs. n

Use it for: Looking up  
parish information

Details The 
Associates feature 

allows you to include 
information about 

influential people

Publisher: Brian Jones

w. http://xyfamilytree.com

Price: Free

system: Windows XP SP3, VISTA, 7 or 8

XY Family Tree offers an interesting 
take on recording your family 
history. While it’s not a tool for 
recording meticulous detail about 
your ancestors – there’s no direct 
support for events, for example 
– it’s well presented and offers  
a number of unique features, 
including the see Kinship 
navigation button, to make it 
worthy of further investigation.

The program is individual-centric 
– there’s no support for creating 
and using family groups that you 
can find in other programs. It’s  
not a feature you’ll necessarily miss, 
thanks to the way relationships  
are displayed on the individual’s 
Family tab.

The lack of support for recording 
events could be a deal-breaker,  
but XY Family Tree offers two 
interesting workarounds. You can 
shoehorn some information into a 

person’s Notes 
tab, but the 
program’s 
author suggests 
recording events 
via their source 
material instead. 
Switch to the 
Links tab to link 
to the document, photo or file in 
question, then record information 
about the associated event there. 

Links can also be assigned to 
multiple individuals, great for wedding 
snaps or census returns, for example. 
It works quite well, but would benefit 
from allowing you to record the 
source’s date for filing purposes.

There’s a Map tab for displaying an 
online map of a place linked to the 
current individual, but it’s a bit fiddly. 
You can find a better feature back on 
the Family tab, where you’ll see an 
Associates entry, allowing you to 
create links between the current 
individual and influential people in 
their life, family or otherwise.

There’s also a facility for sharing 
your tree online at the XY Family 

website, but the results aren’t much 
to look at and you’ll need to donate 
before you can do so. XY Family Tree 
has enough personality and clever 
features to warrant a closer look. n

Use it for: Recording and sharing 
your family history on your PC

Publisher: RootsMagic

w. www.rootsmagic.com

Price: Free

if you’re a RootsMagic user with an 
Android phone or tablet, you’ll  
have been waiting for this. The iPad 
and iPhone version appeared the 
best part of a year ago, but finally 
Android users can view their family 
history on the move, too.

Once installed, the trickiest part 
will be getting your RootsMagic file 
on to your mobile – you’ll need a 
Dropbox account for this, but once 
set up and your RootsMagic files 
transferred, you’ll find accessing 
them is nice and simple. As with  
the iOS version, RootsMagic for 
Android is a read-only app, so you 
can’t make changes to your  
research file on the move.

As a file viewer, however, it packs in 
a lot of useful detail, offering you a 
range of views for navigating your 
family tree and even letting you view 
pictures where applicable, too. There 
are some useful calculator tools 
onboard and the interface is slick and 
easy to use making it a worthwhile 
companion app. n

Use it for: Viewing your  
family history on your  
Android device
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Cane Hill 
Amazingly furniture 

and records were left 
behind by staff upon 

closure of the hospital

Opinion – Team
talk

Teamtalk

ANNABEL ANDREWS

LIZI BROWN

I only recently learnt of the 
campaign to raise money for a 
permanent memorial for the 

nurses who lost their lives during two World 
Wars, thought to be a total of 1,700.

Yvonne McEwen, an historian at the 
University of Edinburgh and a former nurse, 
chairs the Nurses War Memorial Appeal 
committee. I recently heard her speak about 

the plans and she said she’d always wondered what the nurses who 
looked after one of her relatives who fought in WWI were like. 

Although there is a marvellous war memorial in Edinburgh Castle, 
McEwen wants something more specific, listing the women’s names 
and how they died. Of course, in 1914 nursing wasn’t recognized as a 
profession but many of these women witnessed horrific sights. They 
also suffered greatly as the war progressed and from 1917 to 1918 
lots of hospitals were bombed and shelled.

The plan is to unveil the memorial at the National Arboretum in 
November 2014, coinciding with the first death of a nurse in WWI.  
If you would like to know more about the appeal, and donate to it, 
you can visit www.newcavendishclub.co.uk/nursing-appeal.php for  
more details. 

In this centenary year it’s high time that these women and the work 
they did, which was so highly valued and appreciated by the troops, 
are given the recognition they deserve.

YFTs monthly round-up where the 
editorial team get to have their say...

OPINION

ALEX DUCEI’ve just got back from a packed three days at London’s 
Olympia for Who Do You Think You Are? Live. It was 
great to meet so many of you, and I was so pleased to 

hear your positive feedback about the magazine.
I only got the chance to walk around the stalls once or twice to  

see what was happening, but it was clear the lectures and workshops 
were as big a draw as usual, and there were always queues to see  
the experts to get questions answered. 

Some of the things that caught my eye were the 
Lives Of The First World War stand, a project 
between the Imperial War Museum and DC 
Thompson Family History, whose own Genes 
Reunited and Findmypast.co.uk stands were a 
constant hive of activity; and the new launches 
from The Genealogist. The website’s free lecture 

theatre was always packed out as people learnt  
how to search its collections, which include the new 

tithe maps we reported on last issue. The show  
also saw the unveiling of the free app you can 

download onto your phone or tablet that 
allows you to view and edit your family  

tree on the site’s TreeView builder.  
I’ve downloaded it myself and it  

doesn’t disappoint. 

ADAm REES

The book War Horse brought to the nation’s 
attention the great sacrifices played by the Army’s 
horses during World War I. However, it was only 

recently that I found out just how important dogs were to the 
Allied war effort. Working dogs acted as sentinels; carried 
messages between trenches; helped sniff out the enemy when  
on patrol; took aid to the injured; and helped to pull guns  
and other equipment. 

In 1918, the Aberdeen Evening Express reported: “The skill, 
courage and tenacity of these dogs has been amazing. During heavy 

barrages, when all other communications 
have been cut, the messenger dogs have 
made their way, and in many cases have 
brought messages of vital importance.”

You can read more about 
our four-legged comrades at  
http://tinyurl.com/fourlegged.

Recently I’ve discovered that both my nan and great- 
grandad worked in Cane Hill Psychiatric Hospital. My 
great-grandad worked there from the early 1900s 

until his retirement and Nan was a nurse there for over 50 years 
– she even received a telegram from the Queen for her services. 

Cane Hill was designed by Charles Henry Howell, who was the 
consultant architect to the Commissioners in Lunacy. The hospital 
closed down in the 1980s and quickly fell into a state of disrepair 
and has since been demolished.

While researching I chanced upon Abandoned Britain (http://
www.abandoned-britain.com/PP/canehill/9.
html), which has many old interior images 
from photographer and urban archeologist 
Joe Collier. Most of the buildings and 
contents were originally left intact and 
offer a haunting glimpse into a past that  
has sadly been lost. 
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Contact information 
Email your queries and any 
supporting images you have 
to the YFT team at:
yftseeking@futurenet.co.uk 

Soldier William Harrison 
Crowder received the DSO 
for his wartime heroism

Seeking – Send us your queries

Hit a brick wall in your research? 
See if any of our readers can help out

Stolen medals 
Can you help return these WWI medals?

The family of William Harrison Crowder DSO are appealing for 
the return of his medals that were stolen some 35 years ago.

Shortly after my grandfather William died in 1979 there was a 
burglary at his home and his medals, including the Distinguished 
Service Order, were stolen along with a number of low value items 
of antique brass. Someone, somewhere knows where these medals 
are after all, his name may be engraved on the suspension bar. We 
are not interested in retribution, we’d simply like to see the medals 
back where they belong, in the family archive.

Having embarked for France on the very day in November 1917 
that his brother Robert Ashley Crowder was killed in action with the 
Artists’ Rifles at Passchendaele, 2/Lt William Crowder 256th Brigade 
RFA, attached to the 51st Highland Division, found himself very much 
in the front line by March 1918. He was in some disgrace having gone 
straight to his Colonel with a request for leave, instead of the usual 
channel of his battery commander. As a result he was put in command 
of a forward observation post, in ‘no man’s land’, on the evening of 20 
March, a few hours before the Germans launched what is now known 
as the Spring Offensive (or The Kaiser’s Battle). With him were three 
telephonists and a junior lieutenant.

Although there was a thick mist he made every effort to observe 
the movement and advance of the German army, following their 
artillery bombardment that began at 5am. By 9.53am he was able  
to advise headquarters by field telephone that the enemy were all 
around the observation post and were throwing bombs into it. His 
last words to HQ at 10am were: “They’re coming over in thousands.” 
At that point he asked the young subaltern, who spoke a little 

German, to shout up 
to the advancing Germans that they 
were surrendering and they were taken into captivity. William 
eventually got home just in time for Christmas 1918 with his family. 

Two years later, in 1920, he was at Buckingham Palace to receive  
his DSO from George V for his gallantry on that day in 1918.

Following the war William became the fifth generation to run the 
family firm of nurserymen and seed merchants, Crowders, on the 
Lincoln Road, Horncastle. He lived in the house at the nurseries, 
where he had been born, until he died in 1979.
Robert Holland
holland@smilebroadband.co.uk

Durrant I’m trying to find 
out what became of a little girl 
born in the Sculcoates’ Union 
Workhouse in Hull on 22 
December 1901. Her mother, 
Beatrice Durrant, gave birth to 
Mary just before Christmas – 
Beatrice was described as “a 
domestic servant of Hull”.  
No father’s name was given.
 To the best of my knowledge,  
no records for Sculcoates’ Union 
Workhouse exist. All I do know 
is that Mary next turns up on the 
Census of 1911, having become 
the foster daughter of a Mr and 
Mrs Dipper of Ipswich. 

What happened to her and 
Beatrice after birth? Can anyone 
give me any clues? 

Robin Thornton
robin.thornton@btinternet.com

Leslie We are seeking 
information on Ernest John Leslie 
we know very little about him, 
except that he was married to 
Alice in Dublin around 1888. 
They had two children Ernest 
John Junior and Eileen Victoria. 
Ernest Senior was an engineer 
and we know he was deceased by 
1922. He is not mentioned in the 
1911 Census for Dublin. 

Any information appreciated.
Lynne Sheppard
lynnesheppard1@hotmail.co.uk

Morris/Park Christine 
Ann Park was born in 1951 to 

T he fact is that during the course of your family research  
you may come up against a barrier that refuses to budge,  
no matter where you look for the solution. But instead  

of worrying, why not write in to Your Family Tree’s Seeking pages  
to find the answers?

Using the Seeking service is free and very simple. You can  
email your query (and any photographs) to yftseeking@futurenet.
co.uk. Remember to include your contact details so that other  
YFT readers can get in touch with you if they can help you out. 
Please also try to submit your query accurately and in the format 
you see on these pages.

If you’d like a more immediate response, why not post your 
enquiry on our forum? Just visit www.yourfamilytreemag.co.uk/
yft-forum and create a new thread in the ‘Seeking & Look-ups’ 
section. You can also post your query on our Facebook page  
at www.facebook.com/yourfamilytreemaguk to get input.

Of course, it could be that your research is going brilliantly,  
but why not read these listings anyway to see if you can help 
someone else out? 
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Seeking – Send us your queries

Alexander Jack Park and 
Winifred Edith Morris.
Alexander’s parents were 
Alexander Park and Rose 
Donnelley, supposedly from 
Ireland. I can’t find her at all,  
but on the marriage certificate  
it says her father is Daniel and a 
“carman”. On the same certificate 
it says that Alexander’s father 
was John but I can’t find a John  
in 1911 with a son Alexander. 
The marriage was 13 August 
1922 in Whitechapel. He was a 
plumber, she was a litho layer and 
John was a fruiterer. Witnesses 
are Jack Donnelly and Sarah 
Moore, they both lived on 
Blossom Street.

I thought I had ordered the 
birth certificate for Alexander 
but when it came it was wrong as 
it had the father as Matthew and 
mother was Janet McKenzie. The 
birth was 7 April 1901.

Winifred Edith’s parents were 
Winifred Harrison 1904 and 
Edward George Morris. On their 
marriage certificate, Edward’s 
father is Stanley a deceased 
cabinet maker.

Winifred’s sister Ivy married 
Edward’s brother William on  
30 July 1927. Their certificate also 
says the father is Stanley. The 
problem is that I can’t find a birth 
or death or marriage for Stanley.
Dona Fry
frydona@aim.com

Who were 
the elusive 
McBrides?  
Can you help our reader 
find the family behind  
this collection of old  
birth certificates?

Sometime ago I purchased a 
collection of birth certificates from 
around 1912-1917. They are all from 
the same family.

They measure 8x4 inches and 
look as if they have been torn from 
a book or ledger.

All writing is full size but there is 
a copy of a green stamp on bottom 
right corner. Details are:

g Barnaby Hercules 11 January 1910
g Joey? Ralph 27 November 1911
g Margaret Helen 25 June 1912
g Alphonsus David 1 February 1914
g Mary Elizabeth 21 April 1915
g Gladys Claire 5 May 1916
g Arthur Harold 3 October 1918
g Arthur Percival Albert 3 October 1918

All the births are children of Peggy (Smyth) and 
Arthur McBride. They were all born at 13 Portugal 
Street, Garston, in the county of Lancashire.

There are two certificates for boys born on the 
same day: Arthur Harold and Arthur Percival 
Herbert. These both have the same entry number 

but different registrars.
They seem to have been written in the same hand.

 All certificates are signed by the registrar and 
say, “so hereby that the above is a true copy of the 
entry no 7390 in the register book in the said 
district and that such register book is now in my 
custody”. I have a feeling they may have come with 
a batch of legal paperwork but cannot confirm that 
at all. The paper certainly feels old!

I haven't been able to find any information on 
this family anywhere, which I find very puzzling – 
no census, no registration. 

I am curious about this family and sure there is a 
story woven around them.

Any thoughts please? 
Linda Robertson
lostancestors@letterboxes.org
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T
he surname Hughes is a patronymic, 
denoting a ‘son of Hugh’. The personal 
name Hugh is derived in turn from 
the old French Hue, and therefore 

from the old German Hugo and comes 
originally from a Germanic word, which 
we think meant either ‘heart’ or ‘mind’. The 
name was very popular with the Normans, so 
after the Norman Conquest of 1066 it became 
widespread in England and (as they started  
to move west) in Wales as well. 

Early references to the name include William 
filius Hugonis, in Wiltshire in 1084, and 
Reginaldus le fiz Hugonis in Leicestershire in 
1195. Both these surnames meant ‘son of Hugh’. 
In all probability, William and Reginald were 
both sons of Norman fathers called Hugh. 

Although it initially appeared in Wales due to 
English conquest, the forename slowly became 
a name of choice among the Welsh themselves. 
This in turn caused it to become, in the present 

day, Britain’s 30th most popular surname, with 
an estimated 147,802 bearers. It also gave rise 
to other Welsh variant surnames, particularly 
Pugh, which is a contraction of ‘ap Hugh’ – ‘son 
of Hugh’, the Welsh equivalent of the Norman 
‘Fitz Hugh’. 

Some Hughes families have very grand 
descents from Welsh royalty. The Hughes family 
of Gwerclas, Merionethshire (whose arms are 
shown here), had an uninterrupted male-line 
succession from Owain Brogyntyn, Lord of 
Edeirion, Dinmael and Abertanat, son of Madoc, 
last Prince of Powys-Fadoc (died 1160).

Famous Hugheses include Thomas Hughes MP 
(1822-1896) for Lambeth and Frome, author of 
Tom Brown’s School Days. His sister Jane was a friend 
of George Eliot and Tennyson, and is depicted as 
the mother figure in The Rescue by Millais. Terrick 
FitzHugh (died 1990) wrote The Dictionary of 
Genealogy, which remains one of the most useful 
genealogy books ever written. n

HugHes

By Anthony Adolph
Anthony is a 
professional 
genealogist, having 
been interested  

in the subject since childhood.  
He is also a TV presenter.

Our surname expert Anthony Adolph explores an old german name,  
which became popular in Wales

“Although the 
name came to 
Wales due  
to the english 
conquest, it 
slowly became 
a Welsh name 
of choice”

n FitzHugh
n Fitzhugues
n Hew
n Hewes
n Hews
n How
n Howe

n Howes
n Hows
n Hue
n Hugh
n Hugo
n Huws
n Ugo
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YFT’s Skeleton in the Cupboard series is 
now available for your Kindle at Amazon 
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Get your copy of Skeletons in the Cupboard: 
70 real life family history tales of criminal 
deeds, bed-hopping naughtiness and 
scandalous ancestors today!

Your Skeleton stories 
now in an eBook!
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man? I soon found him in the same 
workhouse in 1881, still a pauper, now a 
naval pensioner and 67. In 1891, aged 76, 
he was a patient in the Royal Naval 
Hospital, Haslar, where he died in 1895 
age 64 (or about 78 if it was our Jacob).

From the British Newspaper Archive, 
I discovered that our Jacob Perkins had 
failed to appear in court in 1850. He was 
accused of putting the landlord’s cat on 
the fire in a pub in Shepshed, laughing 
while he did so. The magistrates 
imposed a large fine or “two months 

imprisonment with hard labour” for  
this cruel act. Nothing more is heard  
of him in Leicestershire until the 
protection order in 1868, but it seems 
that he continued hawking for a while. 
In 1852, a Jacob Perkins was in court in 
Ryde for “hawking without licence”. 

Next, I researched the the Royal Navy 
career of the ‘other’ Jacob Perkins at 
The National Archives. He signed on in 
1859 for 10 years. The document says he 
was born in Nottingham in 1827 and 
has his signature. He was 5’7”, had a 
fresh complexion, brown hair and blue 

eyes. He served as a stoker on various 
ships. He was discharged in 1864, after 
three months in hospital. 

In 1866, Jacob Perkins volunteered 
again, now claiming to have been born 
in 1831, 14 years younger than our 
Jacob! He served on various ships, 
including Warrior, before discharge in 
1869, which fits with his being in the 
workhouse in 1871. Jacob, now with grey 
hair, signed on for another six months in 
1878, before being discharged to shore and 
went back to the workhouse.

I was now convinced that this was 
our Jacob, who needed to disappear in 
1850 to escape the law, but I couldn’t 
prove both Jacobs were the same man. 
Then I realised that he had signed both 
his marriage certificate in 1841 and the 
Royal Navy document of 1859. Although 
18 years separated them, the two 
signatures were almost identical! 

My friend was delighted and he was 
happy to discover more scandal 
attached to Jacob, who remarried in 
Portsmouth in 1864, while temporarily 
on shore. Caroline, a straw bonnet 
maker, was alone in 1871, while Jacob 
was in the workhouse. In the absence of 
a divorce between Rebecca and Jacob, 
this was a bigamous union! n

By RoSIe WILeMAN
Rosie Wileman is a retired French 
teacher. Her interest in her family 
history began in Brittany some 
30 years ago.

A tricky tale of 
two Jacobs
Our reader traced the tale of a hawker who 
disappeared into thin air – or did he?

“I was now convinced that this was our 
Jacob, hiding from the law, and the two 
identical signatures proved it”

When helping a friend  
with their family tree, I 
discovered a tale of deceit. 
His ancestor lied about his 

age and place of birth, joined the Navy 
and entered into a bigamous marriage. 

He already knew that Jacob Perkins,  
a hawker, married Rebecca in 1841, in 
Leicestershire. In the 1851 Census, 
Rebecca was alone with their son, 
Thomas. Unfortunately, I found no 
hawker’s licence for Jacob and I couldn’t 
find any Jacob Perkins, born in 
Leicestershire in 1817, in any census.

From the British Newspaper Archive, 
I discovered that the courts had granted 

“an order of protection” in 1868 to 
Rebecca, “wife of Jacob Perkins, late of 
Shepshed, who left her some years ago, 
and entered into the marine service”. 
This tallied with the marriage certificate 
of their son James Perkins in 1875, in 
which he gave his father’s occupation as 

“seaman”. The order of protection does 
not survive, but its purpose was to 
prevent him claiming property that 
Rebecca had inherited. Sadly, Rebecca 
died in the County Asylum in 1880. 

I had previously discounted an 1851 
Census entry in Kent for a Jacob Perkins, 
a hawker from Leicester, because the 
hawker was single and only 21. Now I 
wondered – suppose he looked very 
young and had a reason for lying? 

It doesn’t add up
Then, in the 1861 Census, I found a 
Jacob Perkins, on board HMS Odin in 
the South China Sea. He was single,  
26 (ours would be 42-44) and born in 
Nottingham. In the 1871 Census, the 
same man was 30 years older at 56, a 
pauper in the workhouse, and a married  
discharged seaman. Could he be our 
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