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THERE HAVE been some fascinating responses

to my recent request for your experiences of

PCP finance schemes. That proved to be

tremendously useful background info for us as

we worked on this month’s cover story. Again

and again, one phrase cropped up: “I wouldn’t

have been able to have this bike without a PCP.” What’s far

less clear is what will happen when these PCP deals reach the

end of their three-year term, given that so many of us are in

the habit of hanging on to bikes for much longer than three

years. The knock-on effects on new and used prices are hard

to predict, and need some careful analysis. Stay with RiDE to

follow these developments as they continue to evolve and

motorcyclists continue to find new ways to enjoy motorcycling.

This month WHAT THE REST OF THE

TEAM ARE MOST EXCITED BY IN THE JUNE ISSUE…

Welcome...

Simon Weir
Deputy editor

Our Spanish travel special

includes a ride on the Aprilia

Kev Raymond
Features writer

As a keen fan of sensible bikes 

at sane prices, the new wave 

of PCP deals intrigues me – but how do 

they work, exactly? Aha – it’s all 

explained on page 32. And we’ve tested 

some great affordable bikes too. PAGE 22

COLIN OVERLAND

EDITOR

Matt Hull
Technical editor

I like naked bikes. Minimalist 

bikes. Ones where you can

Caponord Rally home from Valencia. It 

includes some roads I’m familiar with 

– and some that are new to me. There’s 

always more of Spain to explore. PAGE 44
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Summer’s hottest new kit
THEIR ROOTS ARE still firmly in the scooter gear that  

got them started 20 years ago, but Tucano Urbano’s 

understated, innovative and keenly priced 2016 line-up is

well targeted at urban retro riders and the more relaxed end 

of the adventure crowd as well as scootering commuters.

New boss Diego Sgorbati says: “Our founders were

motorcyclists with a real desire to overcome the challenges 

of motorcycling in Milan. I’ve been watching Tucano Urbano 

growing for 20 years. I want to revive that manic attention to 

detail, to solve the needs of urban users and travellers

– rom ntic ri er who re there for t

Straforo perforated

leather jacket is £270

 Pol short waxed 

jacket costs £135

Lid of the 
future?
THAT MAY DEPEND on 

whether its designers 

raise $100,000 via 

Kickstarter to put the 

CrossHelmet X1 into 

production. Features 

include noise-cancelling 

headphones, a rear-view 

camera, and a phone app 

that can link to a sat nav 

display in the helmet. 

And it has a huge visor.
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MILLAU VIADUCT
Four of us did 2500 miles on two Triumph Tigers and a Honda Crossrunner. We

landed in Santander, crossed Spain below the Pyrenees using the amazing N260,

then worked our way back via France, Italy, France (again), Switzerland and 

Germany before heading back to the Chunnel via the Vosges. Here we are by the 

Millau bridge as we crossed France – Paul Noone

STIRLING
 My Honda Hornet 600 at the foot of Stirling Castle. It 

was my first ride since passing my test – Liam Wood

ANGLESEY
Taking my Suzuki SV650 for its first ride after passing 

my test, around the coastal roads of Holyhead and up to 

South Stack, with a nice view of the Snowdonia mountain 

range in the background – Mike Williams

 READERS’ PICTURES

Your rides
Been somewhere inspirational? Ridden 
an amazing road? Email ride@ride.co.uk 

to tell us about your trip and your bike
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WALES
 This was part way round a 1500-mile trip 

around Wales three days after picking up 

my new Triumph Tiger. It was all done 

without the aid of GPS, just man and map 

against Welsh road names – Mark Bayford

YORKSHIRE
 My biking nirvana involves tootling along 

single-track roads in the Yorkshire Dales on 

my Suzuki V-Strom, getting thoroughly lost 

and enjoying views like this. It’s God’s own 

country, you know – Paul Taylor

PYRENEES
 My Moto Guzzi 1200 Sport 

in the Pyrenees last 

October. My mate and I 

spent a week there and 

hardly saw a soul, as it was 

almost the end of the biking 

season. Other than one wet 

morning, the roads were dry 

and a joy to ride. It was our 

second visit and won’t be 

our last – Stuart Jackson

STAR PICTURE
WALES

 My brother Nathan (on his Suzuki 

GSX650FA) and I (GSX1250FA) had an 

epic three-day, 800-mile ride through 

Wales. We took in the Brecon Beacons 

and looped around mid Wales before 

heading up to Snowdonia – Dom Hodge

Each month the star picture will win a Bike

Trac unit, plus a year’s subscription to Bike

Trac, courtesy of Road Angel. As well as

boosting security, it helps log journeys.

How to send us your photos Email 

your most inspirational biking photos to us 

at ride@ride.co.uk with Your Rides in 

the subject line. Please send us the original 

unedited photo file, ideally at least at least 

five megapixels in size. And don’t forget to 

include your full name, too.

Get your bike in  & 
win a BikeTrac system
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France
I’m back into biking after a break and

loving it. This photo was taken on my

first big biking adventure, travelling

across France to get to the Pan

Gathering in Meiringen, Switzerland.

Best holiday ever! Great people,

great rideouts, great beer

– Colm Kirby
Yorkshire Dales

My K1300S at the top of 

Buttertubs Pass, following 

a RiDE recommended 

route. Dropping down  

into Hawes for a coffee 

– Andy Irwin

Devon
My Triumph Rocket III at Colyford

Garage. Lawrence of Arabia frequently

purchased the petrol for his Brough

Superior at the filling station, on his

journeys from Clouds Hill, his cottage

near Bovington Camp, to his Royal Air

Force posting at Mount Batten in

Plymouth – Simon Bennett

 READERS’ PICTURES

Scottish Highlands
The bike for all weathers,

at Glen Coe in the Highlands.

I just beat the snow to the

Green Welly café at Tyndrum

– Simon Hartle

Lake District
 We went on a romantic trip and ended up going on an epic ride that took us up and over the Hardknott

Pass in the Lake District. Next trip will be to the Isle of Man for the TT – Hayley and Andrew
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Galway
 I wanted to do a trip around

Ireland that was connected to

my family. Due to the last-minute

nature of the trip, and my mates

already having commitments

elsewhere, I thought I’d do it on

my own. This was taken on the

Salthill Promenade in Galway.

It was an amazing experience,

and I clocked up a healthy 900

miles on my Suzuki GSF650K5

Bandit. I want to give Scotland

a go next, fingers crossed 

– Martina Roberts

Norfolk
 Who says BMW RTs are just 

for touring? This is me on mine 

at Snetterton – Rob Wilson

BOLIVIA
 This was taken on the salt flats of Uyuni during an epic ride through 

Bolivia, reaching 5500 metres – John Reeves

Senegal
 My wife Fatou in Dakar, Senegal, with my 

very reliable and fun Aprilia Shiver 750. I am 

from Glasgow, moved to Aberdeen, but spend 

most of my time working in Senegal. Got a 

couple of nice bikes in Aberdeen also: a BMW 

R1200S and a KTM 1190 RC8 – Joseph Croall

France
 This was on a trip to France 

with my brother and some 

Royal British Legion riders. We 

went for a ride and found this 

small cemetery just outside a 

French village. It was such a 

peaceful place – Ben Preston
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YOUR MONTHLY GUIDE TO 
GREAT TIMES ON TWO WHEELS

THE WILD ATLANTIC 
WAY, IRELAND
A PERFECT DAY’S ride needs three 

ingredients: great weather, great 

scenery, great roads… and Ireland’s 

Wild Atlantic Way can serve them 

up, with a garnish of great coffee 

stops and friendly people. From 

Duff in the north, to Cork in the 

south, it’s the better part of 1500 

miles of amazing coastal riding. 

True, the roads vary in size  

from the broad and smooth to the 

narrow and bumpy, but they’re 

always in the most beautiful 

countryside. While the weather  

is never guaranteed – the words 

‘wild’ and ‘Atlantic’ are a clue – in 

summer you stand a good chance 

of riding on days like this: warm, 

sunny and spectacular.

The real beauty of the Wild 

Atlantic Way is that it takes in 

everything from mountain passes 

to sandy beaches, majestic cliffs to 

sleepy fishing villages. And along 

the way, you’re met by welcoming 

locals everywhere you stop. As a 

touring destination, it’s hard to  

beat, and it’s not far from home. 

HOW TO GET THERE: First step, if you’re 

not already in Ireland, is to get there. We 

sailed with Stena Line – out from Fishguard 

to Rosslare, returning from Dublin to 

Holyhead, but you could return from Belfast 

to Stranraer. Visit www.stenaline.co.uk for 

your crossing. 

WHEN TO GO: Spring to autumn, though 

we’d favour early summer.

HOW LONG FOR: It depends how much 

you want to do. You can do the Ring of 

Kerry, Ring of Beara and Dingle Peninsula in 

a week, but you could happily spend 10 

days or even a fortnight doing the whole 

length of the Wild Atlantic Way.

WHERE TO RIDE: There’s a heap of 

information about the Wild Atlantic Way, 

including a good map of the roads, at  

www.wildatlanticway.com or you can 

download our version at www.ride.co.uk.

YOUR NEXT GREAT RIDE

52.180784, 

-10.210894
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 GREAT RIDE-OUTS

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA
NORFOLK

THE NORTH Norfolk coast has a quiet,

windswept beauty. Tucked away where

the East Fleet estuary turns abruptly

towards the sea, is the sleepy fishing

port of Wells-next-the-Sea. It has a

couple of good cafes and French’s, a

great fish-and-chip shop, but as the

beach is almost a mile from the quay,

where kids go crabbing in the holidays,

it’s never unbearably busy with tourists.

WATCH OUT FOR: Caravans and slow-moving

traffic on the A149.

WHERE TO NEXT: The coast road to

Sheringham is a nice ride if it’s quiet, or head

inland on the B1105 to Fakenham, then take the

B1135 to fashionable Burnham Market.
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FIVE OF THE BEST

TOBERMORAY
MULL

MULTI-COLOURED TOBERMORAY may

have been immortalised on children’s

telly as Balamory, but this is a grown-up

biking destination. For a start, just

getting to this Inner Hebridean harbour

involves some serious riding – whether

you head out across the wild

Ardnamurchan Peninsula to catch a

Kilchoan crossing, or take the ferry from

Oban to Craignure and then ride along

the rugged north-east coast of Mull.

Once you reach the colourful

Tobermoray, you have a host of

charming shops, cafes and a distillery to

explore… not to mention the rest of this

stunning island.

For ferries to Mull, see www.calmac.co.uk

WATCH OUT FOR: The road surface.

Whichever way you go, there are some narrow,

fairly challenging roads to be ridden on the way

to Tobermoray: this is adventure bikes heaven,

challenging for a low-slung cruiser or firmly

sprung sportsbike.

WHERE TO NEXT? Just off the west coast of

Mull is the unspoilt island of Iona, with its

beautiful abbey. To get there, ride the

single-track road around Mull, though you’ll

have to leave your bike at Fionnphort Port

when taking the 10-minute crossing to Iona:

don’t worry, it’s just a short walk to the abbey.

Port Isaac gets very

busy in summer, thanks

largely to fans of ITV

drama Doc Martin, which

is filmed here

What’s the story in

Tobermoray? Shops,

cafes and challenging

roads, mostly

We all like to be beside the seaside.

Here are our five favourite scenic harbours

Tobermoray

Staithes

Wells-next-the-Sea

Port Isaac

Wells-next-the-Sea: a great place to spend

the weekend if you want to catch crabs

w
w

w
.ride.co.uk/r

o
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GETTHE
ROUTE

ISLE OFMULL

Fionnphort

Tobermoray

Harbours

© DG Farquhar/Alamy Stock Photo



SOLVA
DYFED

TECHNICALLY, THIS beautiful Welsh

harbour is Lower Solva, where the River

Solva flows out into St Brides Bay, with

Upper Solva at the top of the hill. This is

a natural harbour, a rocky headland

protecting broad estuary from the sea.

It’s a popular anchorage for hobby

sailors, the flotilla of small ships making

it one of the most scenic seaside coffee

stops in Wales.

WATCH OUT FOR: Traffic and pedestrians

when there’s a regatta. The 2016 calendar is yet

to be published, but you can check it on www.

solvaregattas.co.uk.

WHERE NEXT: Carry on west to St David’s,

then along the coast on the A487 to Fishguard

and Cardigan.

STAITHES
NORTH YORKSHIRE

 EVERYONE KNOWS how good Whitby 

is, with its ruined Abbey, famous chip 

shops and the midweek bike meet at the 

Whistlestop Cafe by the town centre 

train station. Yet just 10 miles north is a 

gem of a harbour - Staithes. 

Built beside the Staithes Beck river, 

hemmed in by cliffs, it’s a truly beautiful 

town that’s been inspiring artists for

generations.

For our money, it’s the quieter, cooler

alternative to Whitby.

WATCH OUT FOR: Goths, if you pass through 

Whitby on the weekend of April 22-23. 

WHERE TO NEXT: For more seaside fun, 

follow the A171 along the Yorkshire coast 

through Robin Hood’s Bay, down to 

Scarborough. Otherwise, head across the 

moors to Pickering on the A169.

“If you want a
bit of everything
in one village...”
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PORT ISAAC
CORNWALL

 THERE’S NO shortage of eye-catching 

harbours in Cornwall and it all depends 

what you want. Newquay’s great if you 

want surfing, Fowey’s outstanding if you 

want sailing boats bobbing on the 

waves, Portloe is beautifully unspoilt, St 

Ives has art and culture while Padstow 

has Rick Stein… but if you want a bit of 

everything in one village, you want Port 

Isaac, where the fish and chips are from 

the Golden Lion. 

WATCH OUT FOR: The weather, as there are 

some steep cobbled lanes that aren’t fun to ride 

in the wet.

WHERE NEXT: Head north along the B3314 

and then the B3263 to reach Tintagel and visit 

the Arthurian castle.

Beautiful Staithes was

once home to Captain

James Cook

 Solva pop fact: 

Wobbly-headed  

singer David Gray  

went to school here

© Joan Gravell/Alamy Stock Photo

© Mike Kipling Photography/Alamy Stock Photo
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 BIG EVENT TOURATECH GERMANY

If you go down to
the woods toda
The Touratech Travel Event is your excuse for a Black Forest blast
By Nathan Millward

L
AST YEAR WE encouraged RiDE 

readers to visit the open weekend 

held at Touratech UK’s HQ in Wales. 

That’s happening again this spring

on May 6-8, and should be well

worth going to once more. But this year,

why not head east to the German parent

company’s huge international gathering in

the Black Forest on June 10-12?

It might sound extreme, riding all the way

to Germany for a camping weekend hosted

by an accessory maker, but this is no

ordinary event. Touratech was founded in

the early ’90s by experienced motorcycle

adventurers Herbert Schwarz and Jochen

Schanz. Within a decade, it was well on its

way to becoming one of the biggest

accessory-makers in the world.

The Touratech factory is in the wonderful

little town of Niedereschach on the edge of

the Black Forest, where it employs 290

locals in the manufacture and assembly of

the panniers, crash bars, gadgets and tools.

Every year, the factory hosts an open

weekend, called the Touratech Travel

Event, which is one of the most relaxed,

enjoyable and informative adventure

shows anywhere.

All the major bike manufacturers will be

there, providing test bikes to ride. There will

be stalls selling pretty much everything

from tyres to trousers, and as much

currywurst as you can eat. You will be able

to take tours of the factory and speak to the

engineers to find what might work best for

you and your bike.

Last year, adventure legend Ted Simon

was there giving a talk on the main stage, as

was globetrotting R1 rider Sjaak Lucassen.

Each year travel documentaries are shown

on a huge video screen, while on the

campsite there’s enough peace and quiet to

get away from the action for a while.

Attendance is expected to be close to

10,000, with a slick canteen selling cheap

but tasty hocks of ham and other local

delights. At the start of the weekend, you

can even buy a coffee mug for a few euros

that you can take back for as many free

refills as you like. Bands will play, the main

– and vast – Touratech shop will be open

(often with big discounts).

The even is free to attend, the atmosphere

is friendly and non-Germans are welcome.

This year’s attractions include off-road

training and guided tours (best to sign-up  

for those in advance). Camping is free.

Visit www.touratech.de for details.

“Tyres, trousers and 
as much currywurst 
as you can eat”
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 Great roads, 

interesting scenery 

and truckloads of 

sausage when you get 

there. Smashing

The scenic route

472 miles, two days

A good way to avoid tolls and big roads, 

generally, would be take this route down 

through Arras and Cambrai, on to Pont-a-

Mousson then Baden-Baden, where you 

can pick up the B500 through the Black 

Forest, dropping down into Niedereschach. 

It takes a good couple of days to get there 

this way, enjoying the diversity of scenery 

and stopping to soak up the vibes in some of 

the many small towns and villages en route.

From Calais, take the 943, then the 937 

down to Arras and the 939 to Cambrai –

though you can save time by taking the A26 

for this leg. From Cambrai the sublime 960, 

946, 603 and 904 roll through quiet French 

countryside, to Pont-a-Mousson, which is a 

great place to stop for a night. Next day, head 

east cross-country to Baden-Baden, before 

dropping down on the B500 for the scenic 

run into Niedereschach.

The fast route

450 miles, eight hours

If you’re keen just to get there and back, 

then the quickest route is to jump on the 

A26 from Calais and sit on it all the way to 

Reims. From there head east on the A4 all 

the way to Strasbourg. 

Cross into Germany on the N353, heading 

to Offenburg, then take the B33, B294 and 

B462 into Niedereschach. There are many 

tolls to pay on this route, but it could also 

mean you need one less night in a hotel. 

Swings and roundabouts.

What to do 
at the event
The best way to enjoy the Touratech Travel 

Event is to take part. There are ride-outs 

happening over the weekend, or you can 

sign up for a ride on one of the test bikes 

(remember to take your licence). 

Drink beer, eat food, talk to the person 

beside you at the table. People come from 

all over Europe to the event, so the 

common language is English. You won’t 

feel left out. Make friends on the campsite 

and have a wander around and look at 

some of the bikes – there’ll be everything 

from tail bikes to cruisers and classics. 

There’s also going to be the premiere  

of travel documentary United People of 

Adventure, a film put together by 

Touratech owner Herbert Schwarz about 

six riders from six different continents 

exploring Madagascar. 

 Meet riders from all over Europe
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 BIG EVENT TOURATECH GERMANY

Planning and preparation
With free camping and a great atmosphere  

on the campsite, the best option is to camp. 

Take a sizeable tent and three-season sleeping 

bag, as the Black Forest can turn chilly at 

night, even in June. 

Plenty of food options are available on site, 

so you wouldn’t necessarily need to take 

cooking equipment. There are a few hotels in 

Niederschach, but they are likely to be booked 

up way in advance, with the town practically 

taken over by the event.

Nearby towns will have rooms, but bear in 

mind that the entertainment goes on until late, 

with much beer flowing, so you might not be  

in any fit state to ride. The show opens on the 

Friday and goes on until Sunday. To keep 

things manageable, you could arrive on Friday 

and spend a full Saturday at the show before 

leaving on Sunday. Short and sweet, but still 

long enough to soak up the atmosphere. 

Don’t go thinking you need a new GS or 

equivalent to fit in. The adventure scene is 

all-embracing in Germany. Everyone is 

welcome, with a real mix of bikes, from trail 

bikes to cruisers. It’s the attitude, not the bike, 

that matters out there.

 The campsite is your  

best bet for accommodation. 

Just wrap up warm

The long route

1000+ miles, several days

If time isn’t an issue and you fancy making 

more of a journey of it, then consider fitting 

visiting the event into a longer trip. With 

two or three more days for your outward 

journey, you could take a Brittany Ferries 

overnight crossing to St Malo and explore 

Normandy and Brittany as you head east  

to Germany. 

After a ferry from Portsmouth on Sunday 

night, arriving in Niedereschach on the 

Friday is very doable. You could head down 

to the Millau Bridge, the Auvergne volcanoes 

or even all the way to the south of France. 

From there you could ride up through the 

Alps or you could head across to Turin in 

Italy, then up past Lake Como, into 

Switzerland on the way to the Black Forest.

The more time you take for your journey 

down, the more options you have. Take the 

fast route back and you’ve turned a 

travellers’ get-together into the midway 

point of a unique road trip. 

Rouen

PARIS

Reims

Strasbourg

Baden-Baden

Stuttgart

GERMANY

FRANCE

BELGIUM

RGLUUXEMBOURGU RG

NETHERLANDS

Arras

Cambrai

Pont-à-Mousson

Niedereschach

“The adventure scene 
is all-embracing in 

Germany”
Calais

 Turn your visit into 

a week-long 

European road trip 

via Italy and 

Switzerland

 Download our  

scenic route from  

www.ride.co.uk/routes



Broaden your horizons with a ferocious V-twin engine, wind-slicing aerodynamics and a

full electronics package that includes Cornering ABS and WP Semi-active suspension.

Dominating distant roads has never been more achievable. If hunting for new riding

grounds is what you’re after, look no further than the KTM 1290 SUPER DUKE GT

Find out more from your local authorised dealer or visit: www.ktm.com.
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RIDE LONGER

GO BEYOND YOUR 
BOUNDARIES

KTM Group Partner
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 DAY TRIP

H
EREFORD HAS A lot going for it. Not least as a town 

from which to explore a lot of great riding country. The 

Malvern Hills, the Cotswolds, the Brecon Beacons, the 

Forest of Dean – all are within easy reach. 

This one-day ride heads into Wales, through the 

spectacular Elan Valley, to grab lunch at Devil’s Bridge – a 

popular biking venue. The return leg takes in the amazing 

A483 from Newtown down to the equally popular biking 

coffee stop in Crossgates. 

This is a ride that has all sorts of roads – wide and sweeping, 

narrow and demanding, most are smooth, a few bumpy.  

What they all have in common is that they’re set in the most 

glorious scenery imaginable. Getting to Devil’s Bridge is 

always one hell of a good ride…

HEREFORD
Border-straddling run that includes 
a visit to the historic Devil’s Bridge

One-day ride
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Start/finish: Hereford Distance: 170miles Time: 5 hoursOUR ROUTE
SUGGESTED STOPS Morning coffee Bronllys Lunch Devil’s Bridge Afternoon coffee Crossgates

 Explore the best of 

the border roads on 

our day trip route 

START/FINISH

HEREFORD

BronllysLlandovery

Crossgates

Devil’s Bridge Falls

Newtown

Leominster

A483

A438

A483

A470

A470

A44

w
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w
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GET THE 
ROUTE 
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SEE...
Devil’s Bridge Falls

It’s not just the roads that 

make this a great route: 

the falls at the end are 

spectacular. There’s a 

host of walks to enjoy, if 

you’re so inclined, or a 

few great photos to be 

captured if you’re not. 

Well worth a visit. 
www.devilsbridgefalls.co.uk

STAY
The Green Dragon

Good, traditional hotel in 

the middle of Hereford. 

Good value for a city 

centre location with 

parking.
www.greendragon-
hereford.co.uk

STAGE ONE
Hereford to Bronllys
30 miles
Leave Hereford on the A465 to Abergavenny.

As soon as you enter the national speed limit,

turn right on the B4349 to Clehonger. Carry

straight on in Clehonger as the road becomes the

B4352 to Madley. Eventually this becomes the

B4348 into Hay-on-Wye. Turn left on the high

street and follow the road – now called the B4350

– towards Brecon. Keep going as it becomes the

A438, by the petrol station in Glasbury. After

about three miles, take the right turn that’s signed

for Bronllys and services, turning right again to

stop for coffee.

Morning coffee

Honey Café

A gem of a café that, as well as doing teas, coffees and a

mean all-day breakfast, does a fine line in Tex-Mex food in the

evenings, with tortillas as an alternative to sandwiches on the

daytime menu.

www.honeycafe.co.uk

STAGE TWO
Bronllys to Devil’s Bridge
45 miles
From the Honey Café, turn left on the A438 

– back towards Hay-on-Wye – and take the first 

left, for the A479 to Builth Wells. This becomes 

the A470 in Llyswen. In Builth Wells turn right to 

cross the river, then turn left at the roundabout at 

the Royal Welsh Showground, staying on the 

A470 to Rhayader. At the clock tower in 

Rhayader, turn left on the B4518 to Elan Valley. 

Stay on this road for 12 miles and when it 

reaches a T-junction, turn left towards 

Aberystwyth. This mountain road eventually 

becomes the B4574 to Devil’s Bridge.

Lunch

The Hafod

If you saw the BBC Wales drama Hinterland, you’ll recognise 

The Hafod. It’s more than just a great location: it also has a 

first-rate restaurant and a tea room for sandwiches, paninis 

and jacket potatoes.  

www.thehafodhotel.co.uk

STAGE THREE
Devil’s Bridge to Crossgates
55 miles
From the Hafod, take the A4120 to Ponterwyd, 

crossing the bridge above the falls. At the A44 

T-junction, turn right to Llangurig. At the Llangurig

roundabout, turn left on the A470 to Dolgellau.

After the level crossing, keep going as the road

becomes the A489 to Newtown. At the main

traffic lights in Newtown town centre, turn right

on the A483 to Llandrindod Wells. At the mini-

roundabout in Crossgates, turn left on the A44

towards Leominster.

Afternoon coffee

Café Express

Attached to the petrol station in Crossgates is Café Express –

a hugely popular café that always has plenty of bikes in the

car park. The home-made cakes are good.

STAGE FOUR
Crossgates to Hereford
40 miles
Leave Crossgates on the A44 to Leominster. In

Lynoshall, turn right on the A480 to Hereford.

When it meets the A4112, turn left, then instantly

right, to stay on the A480 to Hereford. At the

A438 T-junction, turn left to return to Hereford.

 Legend has it the Devil built this bridge in return for the 

soul of the first living thing to cross it. Seems a bit of a faff

“This is a ride 
 that has all 

 sorts of roads”
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 GROUP RIDE

Ducati Scrambler Icon

£7486 803cc V-twin

74bhp 186kg

 £89 a month on PCP

Yamaha XSR700

£6385 689cc parallel twin

74bhp 186kg

 £99 a month on PCP

Tons of fun
Three exciting middleweights, each available for around £100 
a month, head to the south-west of England on a 600-mile 
road test to see which is the best bike – and the best buy
By Martin Fitz-Gibbons Photographs by Chippy Wood
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KTM 690 Duke

£7699 693cc single

72bhp 163kg (est)

 £105 a month on PCP
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A
S A WISE man once said: “A bargain

is only a bargain if it’s something you

want.” Unfortunately, being a man it

only took five minutes before he then

thought, “Sod it,” and hit the Buy It

Now button anyway. But his intentions

were good, and worth considering

when it comes to bikes.

Right now showrooms and adverts are awash with

apparent bargains, thanks in part to one mysterious

acronym: PCP. This increasingly popular finance

scheme promises to put a bike in your garage that

you didn’t think you could previously afford. For just

£100 a month you could be riding around on a

brand-new model with a shiny 16-plate.

To see what this kind of budget buys, we’ve

gathered three examples. KTM’s updated 690 Duke

claims not only to be the most powerful single-

cylinder road bike ever, but also to have the

smoothness and sophistication to rival twin-

cylinder machines. Yamaha’s XSR700 grafts

fashionable style on to the engine and chassis of the

firm’s wild and wonderful MT-07. And last but not

least is Ducati’s Scrambler, currently flying high as

the firm’s best-selling machine and spiritual

spokesbike for the flourishing custom-retro scene.

To test whether these money-conscious

middleweights really work as fully formed road

bikes worth signing a finance deal for, we’ve

planned a 600-mile round-trip from the grey East

Midlands industrial estate RiDE calls home, right

across the country to the varied landscapes and

dramatic coastline of Exmoor National Park, tucked

away in the south-west. And back. Hopefully.

It’s a fair way, especially given the 690 Duke

doesn’t fit most people’s idea of a touring bike. While

its engine has been totally redesigned this year, it

hasn’t been redesigned into a twin or a triple. Its

cylinder is still an only child, which traditionally

means massive vibration and minimal power.

Combine that with the Duke’s small, scant, stripped-

back appearance, and most would assume it’s for

crossing cities rather than counties. Selflessly I offer

to take it for the first stint, leaving the twin-cylinder

bikes to RiDE regulars Stuart Barker

and Lee Skellett.

In truth there’s nothing selfless

about it: the KTM is the bike I most

want to ride. Mumbling something

about a planned route that doesn’t

really exist, I instead lead along a

quiet and twisty run of familiar

back-roads and B-roads that lead

vaguely west-ish. It’s the perfect

playground for a 690 Duke: short

straights with a relentless assault of

tight turns, and little other traffic

around to ruin the flowing momentum.

It’s enthralling. The motor is a riot of purposeful

punch, the chassis instant and accurate helped by

being sat right up against the front wheel. But what’s

really surprising is how smooth it is. Alright – at the

bottom end, below 3000rpm, it clatters a bit, and at

the top end, up towards the 9000rpm redline, it’s a

bit too busy. But from 4000 to 8000rpm it feels more

like a slightly uneven twin than a rattly single.

 A new engine 

has given the 

690 Duke even 

better manners

KTM’s colour dash

looks like a phone,

giving a premium feel

KTM has the

best suspenison

– but then they

do own WP…
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This loop starts on the B3224 outside Bishop’s Lydeard.

Follow it all the way to Simonsbath, then take the B3223

to Lynmouth. Pick up the A39 back through Porlock and

Minehead. You can either take the A358 or follow some

nadgery backroads to return to Bishop’s Lydeard.

After a couple of hours and a more concerted

effort to head south-west, we stop to refuel and

swap bikes. Lee, who’s pretty cynical about the retro

scene, has been on the Yamaha XSR700. His first

words aren’t what I expect: “That’s brilliant. Loads of

fun, really punchy and agile.” Seems the Yamaha

has something in common with the KTM.

Its riding position is different though. After the

Duke, the XSR’s bars stretch quite a way back – from

the saddle it looks almost cruiser-ish. The seat is

softer and lower than the KTM’s too. But there’s

nothing cruiser-ish about the way the XSR steers. Its

wheelbase is shorter than the Duke’s and steering

geometry is even sharper, so while it carries a few

more kilos than the bantamweight KTM, the

Yamaha is just as keen through the corners. It steers

with less attacking aggression, but rolls so sweetly

and speedily, and with immediate confidence.

Start and finish: Bishop’s Lydeard
Distance: 80miles Time: 2 hours 30mins

OUR ROUTE

IN
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L

KTM 690 Duke

The Duke name first appeared on a KTM 

in 1994, with the Duke 620. (Little-

known fact: the name was intended as 

a tribute to Geoff Duke.) Early Dukes 

were super-focused supermoto-style 

machines, with engine capacity 

swelling from 609cc to 690cc by 2010.

Things changed in 2012, when the 

690 Duke evolved in to a softer, more 

refined roadster. That trend continues 

with this new model, which uses a 

redesigned engine (bigger bore, shorter 

stroke, now 693cc) to make it even 

smoother. It’s also a shade more 

powerful, consolidating its role as 

the most potent single-cylinder 

production road bike.

While KTM’s 125 and 390 Dukes are 

built in India through a link with Bajaj, 

the 690 Duke is still made in Austria.

SPEC Price £7699 Engine 693cc sohc 4v single, l/c Power 72bhp @ 8000rpm 

Torque 55lb.ft @ 6500rpm Transmission 6-speed, chain Chassis steel trellis 

Front suspension 43mm forks, 135mm travel, no adjustment Rear suspension 

monoshock, adjustable preload Front brake 320mm disc, 4-piston caliper Rear 

brake 240mm disc, 1-piston caliper Front tyre 120/70 ZR17 Rear tyre 160/60 ZR17 

Wheelbase 1466mm Rake/trail 26.5°/115mm Seat height 835mm Kerb weight 

163kg (est) Fuel capacity 14 litres

The KTM is the most expensive bike of this trio, so it’s 

no surprise that its monthly payments are higher.

However, don’t let that £105 figure make it look poor

value. First, the deposit is very small – even less than

the far cheaper XSR700. More importantly, that 2.9%

APR rate is extremely low, so more of your money pays

off the bike rather than interest charges. Total amount if

you buy the Duke is £8263.40 – less than the Scrambler.

Finance
£105 a month

Cash price £7699

Deposit £1338.40

36 x £105.00

Optional final £3145.00

APR 2.9%

 Annual mileage 4000

“It’s perfect for a 690 Duke: 
tight turns and little traffic”

Lynmouth
Minehead

Bishop’s
Lydeard

EXMOOR
NATIONAL PARK
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We carry on, picking up signs for Daventry and 

Banbury. The XSR’s motor is just as engaging as the 

handling. This parallel twin is more docile and 

complicit than the Duke’s single at very low revs,  

yet it can also pull an extra 1000rpm at the top end, 

giving a far wider useable rev range. But in the 

middle it has a similar pace, with a mix of flexible 

drive and crisp bursts of fit, short-geared power.

Halfway through the Cotswolds, we stop to change 

bikes again. Riding through quaint, historic market 

towns such as Stow-on-the-Wold, and picking up 

the Fosse Way, a Roman road, it feels appropriate to 

be on the classically styled Scrambler. Where the 

Yamaha is clearly a modern bike with faux-

traditional features, like leaded triple glazing on a 

mock Tudor home, the Ducati feels more authentic. 

Most obviously, the Scrambler’s air-cooled V-twin 

looks much cleaner and smarter than the messy, 

hose-strewn XSR.

The riding position is different again. The bars are

high and the seat is low, and the fuel tank is small,

slim and seems several feet beneath you. It has the

most upright stance of the three bikes, one that

discourages you from riding with the same fervour.

Go too fast and your body becomes a giant

windsock. On earlier roads closer to home I’d

spotted Stuart leaning forwards and tucking in

on the Scrambler, trying to shelter from the

windblast. He looked ridiculous. Here, given the 

number of 50mph limits, the Ducati’s casual vibe

seems to fit the surroundings just fine.

Its V-twin is tuned for low-rev grunt, with a 

natural sweet spot between 4000 and 6000rpm. It’s

happiest chugging along in a higher gear – fourth or

fifth feels about right on these roads – though you

have to keep track of ratios yourself, as the Ducati’s

digital dash is the only one here without a gear 

indicator. No fuel gauge either, come to think of it.

After skirting Cirencester and Bath we stop for the 

evening in curiously named Wookey Hole, and 

immediately ban any Chewbacca jokes. Next 

morning we pass Glastonbury and Taunton, picking 

up the B3224 which leads right through the heart of 

Exmoor National Park. It’s a tight, quiet lane that 

gently twists and climbs, lined by tall hedgerows. In 

summer I imagine the lush, green corridor is pretty 

spectacular, but in this mid-March mist and murk 

the brown, bare branches have less appeal.

 Yamaha’s dash 

manages to cram 

loads into features 

into a small space

XSR700’s

pipework meets

Euro4 standards,

but doesn’t emit the

most characterful

exhaust note

 Round lights are 

a retro must-have 

for the Scrambler 

and XSR700, but 

the Duke has a 

more modern look

IN
DE
TA
IL

YAMAHA
XSR700

The XSR700 is a makeover of Yamaha’s

superb MT-07. The MT was launched as

a new bike two years ago and quickly

became Europe’s second-biggest-

selling motorcycle. While the 689cc

parallel twin and steel frame are carried

across to the XSR, most of the MT’s

sharp lines are replaced with a softer,

more rounded retro appearance.

Unexpectedly the XSR700 isn’t built

in Japan, nor anywhere in the Far East,

but somewhere much closer to home:

France. The main MT-07 components

(engine, chassis, electrics) are made

by Yamaha in Japan, then shipped to

MBK’s factory in Saint Quentin. MBK

(who have been owned by Yamaha

since 1989) make the XSR-specific

parts and assemble the finished bike.

SPEC Price £6385 Engine 689cc dohc parallel twin, 4v per cyl, l/c Power 74bhp

@ 9000rpm Torque 50lb.ft @ 6500rpm Transmission 6-speed, chain Chassis

steel backbone Front suspension 41mm forks, 130mm travel, no adjustment Rear

suspension monoshock, adjustable preload Front brakes 282mm discs, 4-piston

calipers Rear brake 245mm disc, 1-piston caliper Front tyre 120/70 R17 Rear tyre

180/55 R17 Wheelbase 1405mm Rake/trail 24.8°/90mm Seat height 815mm Kerb

weight 186kg Fuel capacity 14 litres

Yamaha put their PCP schemes under the MiYamaha

name. Though the XSR is significantly cheaper than the

Ducati Scrambler as a straight-up cash purchase, the

monthly payments on this PCP quote are £10 more, at

£99 per month. This is due to a much smaller deposit,

a smaller optional final payment, and a higher APR rate

adding to the cost of the finance. Total amount payable

if you buy the XSR700 after three years is £7549.00

Finance
£99 a month

Cash price £6385

Deposit £1397.00

36 x £99.00

Optional final £2588.00

APR 10.3%

Annual mileage 6000

The Duke, perhaps 

unsurprisingly, feels 

something of a culture 

shock after the 

Scrambler. The seat is 

much higher, but also 

wider and flatter, and 

sits you closer to the 



JUNE 2016 | 27

 XSR700 is 

brilliant at both 

jacket-and-

jeans trundling 

as well as more 

focused fun

front wheel. And where the Ducati’s low centre of 

gravity means it naturally prefers a leisurely lean 

through turns, the taller Duke wants to dart sharply 

from one side to another. Its WP suspension offers a 

noticeable, night-and-day improvement over the 

Scrambler’s crude damping too.

On this unknown, often blind route the 690 

appreciates frequent gear changes – not because it’s 

revvy or demanding, but because it’s rewarding to 

keep the motor spinning smack-bang in the middle 

of the revs. Throttle response is just perfect, and the 

way it gobbles up revs so eagerly is quickly addictive.

As standard the Duke comes without any different 

throttle modes or traction control – features equally 

not included on either the Scrambler or XSR. But 

this bike is fitted with the optional Track Pack, a 

£244.54 extra. This adds a choice of Sport and Rain 

throttle maps in addition to the standard Road. Sport 

mode, which adds a quick-action feel without any 

unwelcome snatchiness, is my clear favourite. 

Traction control is also included with the Track 

Pack, as is the option to select a front-wheel-only

Supermoto ABS setting. None of it is essential, but 

it’s a fairly small premium which should work out  

to just a few quid more each month on a PCP deal.

Settings are selected through switchgear on the left 

bar and displayed on the impressive, posh-looking 

colour dash. It’s heartening to see a manufacturer 

acknowledge that such niceties shouldn’t be the 

exclusive preserve of big-engined £15k flagships:  

a smaller capacity shouldn’t mean lesser quality.

After passing through Wheddon Cross (the highest 

village on Exmoor) the road merges with the B3223, 

turns sharply right at Simonsbath and heads north 

for the coast. As the miles pass the hedgerows 

vanish, revealing stunning swathes of moorland. It’s 

eerie and empty, with few cars and no side-roads or 

junctions to interrupt our flow. The landscape looks 

simultaneously verdant and barren, a mix of grass, 

heather and roadside tufts that range from green to 

yellow to orange to purple. It’s beautiful, albeit in an 

unconventional kind of way.

“The XSR700 gives crisp bursts 
of fit, short-geared power”
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The road twists and turns, crosses from Somerset

into Devon, then eventually cascades downhill

through a pair of tight hairpins. It joins the A39, 

which tracks a trickling tributary for a few miles on 

the run into Lynmouth. Another swap puts me back 

on the Ducati. More by luck than judgement, it’s the 

right bike for the road as the A39 climbs up 

Countisbury Hill, the blue expanse of the Bristol 

Channel a short, dramatic drop away to our left. 

With the sun out in full force and the jagged edges of 

the coastline around Lynmouth Bay up ahead, the 

Scrambler feels somehow at home. The view is just 

too impressive to want to ride through it quickly – 

much better to slow down and soak it all in.

OK, so it’s hardly California’s Pacific Coast 

Highway or Australia’s Great Ocean Road, but it still 

generates the kind of mindset that flatters the 

Scrambler. More than the other two bikes here, 

which are pretty content doing any old thing, the 

Ducati is all about context. You want the right road, 

in the right location, with the right attitude.

The kind of attitude that lets you appreciate the 

warmth and character of the engine. Where the KTM 

has been deliberately refined to make it feel less like 

a dirty big single, and the Yamaha pulses pleasantly

but anonymously, the Ducati is definitely a Ducati.

Every combustion stroke releases a satisfying,

meaty, macho thunk from the exhaust. While it

lacks the dry clutch rattle of earlier Ducatis, it’s still

the most satisfying soundtrack here.

At low speed the handling

is nicely balanced, the low

seat and centre of gravity

both helping immensely.

The wide bars give loads of

leverage and control over the

18in front wheel, and the

light clutch action is never

tiring. The throttle response

can be too sharp in first gear,

but the gearing is so short that it quickly becomes

instinct to find second gear soon after setting off.

But at faster speeds it all feels more stressed, and

the Scrambler’s pleasure-seeking purpose falls

apart. It’s the first bike here to run out of ground

clearance and on bumpy roads it has by far the

harshest ride. It becomes physically hard to hold on

to the bars, the motor feels strained at the top of its

revs, and the shift from fifth to sixth gear doesn’t

always go in first time. And while the single Brembo

front brake feels fine most of the time, squeezing the

lever hard finds the limit of the soft, long-travel forks.

Down Porlock Hill, along the twisty run of A39

into Kilve and on to Bridgwater, it’s easier to let Lee

and Stuart go and keep the Scrambler in its element.

Then the sat nav finds a shortcut through Shapwick

Nature Reserve, stringing together 20 minutes of the

narrowest, bumpiest, worst-kept lanes in the

country. Good suspension or bad, firm or soft, all

three of us have to slow, grit our teeth and stand on

“On the Ducati you want the right road,
the right location and the right attitude”

 The Scrambler’s 

low centre of 

gravity makes it 

easy through tight 

corners like this

Brembo brakes are

used at both ends of

the Ducati Scrambler,

and ABS is standard
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the pegs to get through it. Eventually we’re spat out 

by the hotel, laughing half from relief and half from 

the sheer silliness of our unexpected adventure.

The evening passes with a few pints of Gorge Best, 

the local ale named after nearby Cheddar Gorge. 

Stuart mentions that he’s never seen England’s finest 

natural wonder so, the next morning, we trundle the 

six or seven miles to the start of the B3135.

The bottom end is packed with gift shops and 

cafés, but the road quickly snakes uphill into the 

gorge itself. Sharp, straight lines of limestone 

surround us, bursting out of the ground and 

towering hundreds of feet above as our route winds 

and weaves its way through it all. Technically this is 

a national speed limit road, but there’s no sense in 

trying to ride it that fast – a combination of tourists 

and blind corners mean it’s definitely one for 

admiring rather than attacking.

In truth, the XSR700 would be happy tackling  

it at any speed. Its MT-07 underpinnings make it 

incredibly deft and nimble, with a motor that packs 

a definite cheeky streak. But today, on this road, it’s 

also comfortable, friendly and torquey.

Much of the appeal comes from the fact it feels so

light. On paper it’s the same weight as the Scrambler

and several stone heavier than the Duke, but to ride

it feels closer to the KTM. Perhaps that’s down to the

way it carries that weight – higher than the Ducati,

but lower than the KTM. Normally Honda are the 

ones banging on about “mass centralisation”, but 

this XSR feels the same way, like all its weight is 

concentrated in a neat ball right between your 

knees, helping handling feel intuitive at all speeds.

The motor offers plenty of choice too. Where the 

KTM is best in the midrange, and the Ducati at low 

revs, the Yamaha is truly useable anywhere from 

3000 to the 10,000rpm redline. The throttle response 

is good and the action is nicely linear: open it a bit, 

it’ll respond gently; whack it open hard in first or 

second gear and it’ll sprint fast enough to lift the 

front. In fifth and sixth gears it doesn’t feel quite as 

substantial or as strong as the Scrambler or Duke, 

but then it does have the smallest engine here.

Suspension is soft, but at least the soft springs 

match the soft damping. Even on a seemingly 

smooth road the XSR bobs up and down, which can 

occasionally leave a rider feeling a bit seasick. Still, at 

least it’s trying to absorb the imperfections, rather 

than ignore them like the Scrambler.

The fashionably styled seat is very comfortable, 

windblast isn’t a particular problem and there’s no

intrusive engine vibration at speed. The XSR700

might appear to be a bike born out of form rather

than function, but when our time at Cheddar Gorge

ends and we’re faced with the four-hour ride home,

it’s the bike Lee, Stuart and I all most want to ride.
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DUCATI
Scrambler Icon

The Scrambler combines a genuine 

piece of Ducati’s heritage – the 

air-cooled, two-valve Desmodue 

V-twin, with a lineage that traces back 

to the early-’80s Pantah – with a look 

inspired by their 1962 Scrambler 250.

And it’s hugely popular. Last year one 

in three Ducatis sold was a Scrambler, 

making it the firm’s biggest-selling 

model. On average, a Scrambler was 

bought every 33 minutes in 2015.

There are now six different versions 

of the 803cc Scrambler, with this 

base-model Icon the most popular, as 

well as a 400cc model. Ducati currently 

build Scramblers in three locations - 

Italy, Brazil and Thailand – though all 

UK-market bikes are made in Bologna.

SPEC Price £7486 (red £7386) Engine 803cc sohc 90° V-twin, 2v per cyl, a/c 

Power 74bhp @ 8250rpm Torque 50lb.ft @ 5750rpm Transmission 6-speed, chain 

Chassis steel trellis Front suspension 41mm forks, 150mm travel, no adjustment 

Rear suspension monoshock, adjustable preload Front brake 330mm disc, 

4-piston caliper Rear brake 245mm disc, 1-piston caliper Front tyre 110/80 R18 

Rear tyre 180/55 R17 Wheelbase 1445mm Rake/trail 24°/112mm Seat height 

790mm Kerb weight 186kg Fuel capacity 13.5 litres

Ducati’s PCP finance is called TriOptions. This typical 

PCP quote for the Scrambler Icon results in a very

attractive £89 per month for three years – just £3

a day. The deposit is a little high, but still within the

recommended 25% limit. Total amount payable, if you

choose to buy the bike, is £8376.89. The red Icon has

the same £89 monthly cost, but with £40 less to pay

as a deposit and a £73-smaller final payment.

Finance
£89 a month

Cash price £7486 (yellow)

Deposit £1779.89

36 x £89.00

Optional final £3393.00

APR 6.5%

Annual mileage 6000

 High bars and a 

low seat are great 

in town, but mean 

the rider catches 

the wind at speed

 Ducati’s dash is 

smart and classy, 

but lacks both 

a gear indicator 

and a fuel gauge
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At the end of the day...
ALL THREE BIKES took the 600-mile 

round trip in their strides. They might not 

have been the ideal machines for the 

long ride back home on motorways and 

dual carriageways, but they managed it 

nonetheless. Down in the south-west 

they were perfectly suited to the tight, 

narrow and occasionally busy roads.

The Ducati Scrambler’s strengths are 

its looks, its low-speed charm and its 

impressive attention to detail. It uses 

metal in places where the XSR has 

plastic parts, and up close isn’t afflicted 

by any ugly exposed coolant hoses, 

water pumps or radiators. Park them 

side-by-side and the Ducati looks a 

classier, more premium product. And

compared with the KTM, there’s no

doubt it’ll turn heads in a way the 

indistinct Duke just won’t. 

But of these three bikes, the 

Scrambler’s also the one least suited to

big-mile days. It’s the least comfortable,

with the harshest ride quality and used

the most fuel – the KTM and Yamaha

averaged an identical 60mpg over the

trip, but the Ducati returned 52mpg.

While it finished third in the minds of all

three testers, it still doesn’t

seem fair to dismiss the

Scrambler. Stylish and 

solid, it’s easily worth its

£89 a month PCP payment

so long as how you ride fits

with the bike’s intentions.

KTM’s 690 Duke is almost

the opposite of the 

Scrambler. Its unchanged,

understated looks don’t do

justice to the incredible 

new engine. It’s frankly 

implausible that one piston

is able to make almost as

much power as a twin-

cylinder bike of the same

speaks volumes about its appeal. It’s

the best compromise between the two 

different worlds defined by the other

bikes and it’s the best value here. 

The XSR rides just like a cutting-edge 

middleweight, because it is one. It isn’t 

really a retro – it’s supposedly inspired 

by Yamaha’s XS650, but tellingly not one 

person mentioned that bike for the 

whole of our three-day test. Still, even 

the XSR’s simple, superficial makeover 

of the MT-07 really does add a dash of 

quirky cool to an already brilliant and 

keenly priced platform. That there’s also 

an option to put all of this in your garage 

for just £99 a month is simply the icing 

on an already delicious cake.

 What else does £100 a month get on 

PCP? Turn the page for 10 more bikes…

“The XSR700 is the
best compromise
and the best value”

capacity – and even more staggering

that it can feel nearly as smooth, too.

The Duke doesn’t feel cheap

anywhere, from its colour LCD display  

to its superb suspension, brakes and 

tyres. It’s so much fun to throw about, 

especially given it weighs 20kg less than 

either of the others. Many riders will 

dismiss it out of hand simply for not 

having a multi-cylinder engine, but this is 

an entirely credible road bike. Lee and I 

both rate it our favourite to ride – but it’s 

still not the test winner.

The Yamaha XSR700 is almost as 

much fun as the KTM, almost as stylish 

as the Ducati, and undercuts them both 

by more than £1000. Stuart declared it 

was his favourite bike even before he 

knew it was so much cheaper, which 

 Tea for two, and two for tea. And a coffee, just to be awkward

 Can’t decide which one? Then 

why not get all three – after 

all, it’s only £293 a month…



Credit is subject to status and is only available to UK residents aged 18 and over. TriStar Personal Contract Purchase is only available through Triumph Motorcycle Finance which is a trading style of Black Horse Ltd, St William House, 

Tresillian Terrace, Cardi� CF10 5BH. Finance figures correct as of 01.01.16 and are subject to change. Finance o�er ends 31.03.16. With TriStar Personal Contract Purchase you have the option at the end of the agreement to: (1) Return 

the motorcycle and not pay the Optional Final Repayment. If the motorcycle is in good condition (fair wear and tear accepted) and has not exceeded the allowed mileage you will have nothing further to pay. If the bike has exceeded the 

allowed mileage a charge for excess mileage will apply – in this example 6p per mile + VAT for any excess mileage up to 4,999 miles and 12p per mile + VAT for any excess mileage exceeding 4,999 miles. (2) Pay the Optional Final Repayment 

to own the motorcycle or   (3) Part exchange the motorcycle subject to settlement of your existing fi nance agreement; new fi nance agreements are subject to status.

#fortherideFor more information or to book your test ride, visit triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

Tiger 800 is also available in three XC versions, plus a low seat XCx model. All feature spoked wheels for greater adventure capability. XC prices start from £9,100 OTR. 

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE

£99.00 £4,599.00 £10,233.75 9.43% 9.9% APR £8,600.00 £2,070.75 £6,529.25 37 Months £10.00

36 Monthly

Repayments

Optional Final

Repayment

Total Amount

Payable

Interest Rate

(Fixed)

Representative

APR

On The

Road Price

Deposit/Part

Exchange

Total Amount

Of Credit

Agreement

Duration

Purchase

Fee†

Based on: Tiger 800XR @ 5,000 miles per annum.

†  Included

within the

Optional Final 

Repayment.

MAKE EVERY

ROAD WORTHY

TIGER 800XR TIGER 800XRx TIGER 800XRtTIGER 800XR RANGE from £8,600 OTR 

Ideally suited for both long road adventures and 

every-day short hops, the Triumph Tiger 800XR 

models make every road worthy...  even unmade 

ones. Comfort and capability come together in 

three versions plus a low seat XRx model, all with 

increasing levels of rider orientated technology.  
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 Street Triple offers 

 tsbike-derived 

is and motor… 

f ly £85 a month

10
£100 PER MONTH
you can ride for l t

G
BI

KAWASAKI Z800e
£99.00 a month
Cash price £7435 Deposit £1714.00

36 x £99.00 Optional final £2929.00

APR 5.9% Annual mileage 5000

Detuned version of the funky four-

cylinder streetfighter can be restricted

to 47bhp for A2-licence holders – and

then, after two years, the full 94bhp can

be unleashed. Kawasaki’s K-Options

PCP deal current has a competitive APR,

so a reasonable-sized deposit can easily

get the monthly payments down to just

£99. Total amount payable, if you choose

to buy it, is £8207.00.

YAMAHA MT-07
£89.00 a month
Cash price £5885 Deposit £1320.60

36 x £89.00 Optional final £2435.00

APR 10.3% Annual mileage 5000

For many riders, the best bike of 2014. 

Underneath the bodywork it’s pretty 

much the same bike as the XSR700: a 

punchy and exciting parallel twin, a steel 

frame and fairly soft suspension. Steers 

and stops extremely well, and is even 

impressively economical on fuel. Slightly 

steep APR is the only obvious downside 

to buying on PCP. Total amount if you 

decide to buy the MT is £6959.60.

KAWASAKI ER-6n
£79.00 a month
Cash price £5935 Deposit £1324.00

36 x £79.00 Optional final £2392.00

APR 5.9% Annual mileage 5000

Popular middleweight is enticing value.

Very easy to ride and smartly styled, the

ER is also low and slim, giving shorter

riders plenty of confidence. As with the

Z800e, K-Options offers a 5.9 per cent

APR rate, keeping the monthly payments

low – even lower than a Yamaha MT-07.

Total amount payable to keep it after

three years is £6560.00.

These deals were all being offered as this 

issue of RiDE went to press, but be warned 

that manufacturers change the details of 

their PCP offers all the time, so it’s vital to 

check for yourself what’s available at what 

price. Deposits, interest rates and monthly 

repayments can all go up or down. 

Buyer beware!
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Style on a

shoestring:

a Harley for

£100 a month

Personal contract purchase is a

finance scheme that’s growing in

popularity. It differs from traditional

hire purchase by delaying paying off

a significant proportion of the bike’s

value until the very end of the agreed

term (known as the optional final

payment, balloon payment, or

guaranteed future value, GFV). This

means you have less to pay each

month – and these low repayments

are the core appeal of PCP.

To keep the numbers simple,

imagine a £10,000 bike. A typical plan

might start with a £2000 deposit.

Around £4500 would be set aside to

the end of the plan. The remaining

£3500 is repaid through the monthly

payments – over a 36-month term,

that’s about £100 a month. Obviously

there’s interest and other costs to be

paid on top, but that’s the idea.

Once the monthly payments are all

made, the customer then has three

options. The first is to simply pay the

final payment (here, £4500) and own

the bike outright. The second, if you

don’t want to keep the bike or don’t

want to pay the lump sum, is to give

the bike back with no money owed

either way. The third and most

popular option is to roll on to a new

PCP plan on a new bike. If the market

value of your now-used bike is higher

than the final payment (for example,

if it’s actually worth £6500), then the

difference (here, £2000) can be used

as a deposit on a new PCP deal.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON IRON 883
£97.88 a month

Cash price £7495 Deposit £2000.00 36 x £97.88

Optional final £3874.00 APR 13.9% Annual mileage 4000

We’ve stretched the deposit here to get the payments

down, but given the steep APR rate this is the only way to get

an American-made Harley for less than £100 a month.

At least H-D residuals are traditionally

strong, which helps. The new

Street 750 is much cheaper,

with typical repayments

around £75, but the

cost-cutting is more

evident. Total amount

payable if you want to keep

your Iron 883 is £9397.68.

What’s a PCP?

TRIUMPH STREET TRIPLE
£85.00 a month

Cash price £7499 Deposit £1628.00

36 x £85.00 Optional final £3815.00

 APR 6.9%  Annual mileage 5000

 A stunning bike and incredible value. 

More than half the Street Triple’s original 

value is deferred to the optional final 

payment, which allows the monthly 

payments to be just £85. That’s crazy 

cheap for a 105bhp motor in a 

sportsbike-derived chassis. Total 

amount payable if you want to buy it  

is £9301.50. The flashier, firmer Street 

Triple R is just £89 a month, with an 

extra £200 on the deposit.
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SUZUKI SV650
£95.00 a month

Cash price £5635 Deposit £1104.30

36 x £95.00 Optional final £1982.00

APR 8.9% Annual mileage 6000

Stripped down and simplified this

year, the SV has a fantastic V-twin

engine in an improved, lightened

chassis. The low deposit is tempting:

just over a grand up front. Monthly

payments are higher than some rivals as

a result, but it’s still competitive. Total

payable is £6506.30 – less than the cash

price of most of the bikes here.

TRIUMPH STREET TWIN
£85.00 a month
Cash price £7350 Deposit £1735.00

36 x £85.00 Optional final £3961.00

APR 9.9%. Annual mileage 5000

Extremely strong predicted residual

value helps keep the Street Twin’s

monthly payments down. That

suggests there’ll be no shortage of

demand for the 900cc twin in a few

years’ time, and it’s easy to see why.

Charming, characterful and more

sophisticated than the outgoing

air-cooled Bonneville, it’s a splendid 

modern retro. Total amount if you 

decide to buy the Street Twin is 

£8756.00.

HONDA CB650F
£69.00 a month

Cash price £6499 Deposit £1804.05

36 x £69.00 Optional final £2887.45

APR 5.9% Annual mileage 4000

 This quote is Honda’s example, not 

ours: we’d try to avoid a large (30 per 

cent) deposit as it’s hard to keep the 

same monthly payments rolling onto a 

second PCP. It’s a fine four-cylinder bike 

for a very low monthly payment. Total 

amount payable is just £7175.70.

BMW F800R SPORT
£89.00 a month

Cash price £7855 Deposit £1619.75

35 x £89.00 Optional final £4001.91

APR 5.9%  Annual mileage 5000

 Great value for a solid roadster – 

unlike all the other schemes here, 

BMW’s sample PCP quote is structured 

around just 35 monthly repayments, 

rather than 36. Sport model includes 

LED indicators and rear light, and a 

pillion seat cover. Punchy, easy to ride 

and surprisingly quick, with an 89bhp 

top-end. Total payable is £8737.66.

MOTO GUZZI V7 II STONE
£98.60 a month

Cash price £7135 Deposit £1750.00

36 x £98.60 Optional final £2945.00 

 APR 8.9% Annual mileage 4000

 Air-cooled V-twin waggles its engine in 

the breeze, with plenty of period charm 

and surprisingly sporty handling. It 

makes just 47bhp, so it’s A2-compliant. 

There are four V7s, but Stone is most 

affordable. Total amount is £8244.60.

 BMW are experts at PCP. 

The F800R is a great bike 

for low monthly payments 



You want a bike that makes
every ride feel like a Sunday blast?

That’s why we’ve created the new SV650. Book a test ride to experience the 

punchy V-Twin engine, lightweight chassis and powerful brakes for yourself. 

Whether you’re new to bikes or a seasoned rider, the SV650 has the power, 

precision and poise to get you away from it all, no matter what day it is.

Steve - Motorcycle Product Planner

50

New V-Twin SV650 - £5,499



Garmin Zumo 595/395/345 £550/£400/£310
Garmin’s Zumo range of bike-specific sat navs has been updated. The main

difference between the outgoing 340, 390 and 590 and the new 345, 395 and

595 is the addition of Garmin Adventurous Routing. This promises to let the

rider “select the level of twist and hills on every journey”.

There are other new features as well, including advanced warning of sharp

turns, red lights, level crossings and other hazards. All the models will pair with

a smartphone via Bluetooth, allowing riders to make or receive calls as well as

control music on the phone using the sat nav screen. The range-topping 595

TomTom Rider 410 £320
It’s 10 years since the first TomTom Rider appeared and, to mark that 

anniversary, TomTom have released this update to last year’s new Rider 400. 

The Rider 410 Great Rides edition comes with lifetime world maps and is loaded 

with hundreds of European routes selected by German bike mag Touren-Fahrer. 

Otherwise, the 410 functions like the 400. It has a mount that rotates from 

landscape to portrait orientation on the go, and the Plan a Thrill feature which 

lets you plan circular or straight routes in which you set your desired level of 

elevation change, twistiness and scenery of the roads. Both units now also 

s-free calling, using the screen to dial out on your paired 

ww.tomtom.com
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T R
Good touring kit for you and your bike

SAT NAV WARS

Both TomTom and 

Garmin have new sat 

navs for this year. 

We’re talking updates 

rather than radical 

overhauls, but in each 

case the product has 

been improved. 

Oxford CO2yre repair kit £24.99
 No point getting stranded by the 

roadside when a compact puncture 

repair kit can at least get you to a 

garage. This compact kit from Oxford 

comes with sticky “worms” that you 

work into the tyre with the tool 

provided, to block the hole. There’s 

an adaptor to let you get the carbon 

dioxide canisters on to the valve to

reinflate the tyre (top tip: there’s a

sleeve for the canisters, but we’d

wear gloves when using them as they 

get finger-burningly cold). The whole 

kit packs down into a neat bag that’s 

easy to carry under the seat.

www.oxfordproducts.com

Forestia camping meals From £7.99
 Billed as gourmet camping food, 

these ready meals from Forestia are 

big on flavour and convenience. You 

can heat them on a stove (or in a 

microwave) of course, but there’s 

also a self-heating option that really 

works – though you have to take care 

when sealing the bag in which it 

cooks or you can just shoot hot 

water everywhere. As well as more 

familiar chicken  

Madras or  

chili con carne, the range includes 

Iberian pork cheeks in Porto sauce, 

seafood paella and Moroccan lamb 

tagine – definitely a cut above the 

standard campfire fare – and the 

ones we’ve tested were delicious.  

www.weareforestia.com



Held GS toolbag
£24.99

This compact bag is designed

to sit beneath the rear rack of

a BMW R1200GS. There are

different versions for the

liquid-cooled and earlier GS

models. Velcro loops hold it in

place and a zip seals it. You wouldn’t

use it to pack overnight essentials,

but as a handy place to carry spare

Robens Stick-to-It cutlery £2.99 fork or spoon

 If you’re serious about saving 

space, don’t take a full-size spoon or 

fork when you go camping. These 

stumpy items from Robens are 

designed to have their handles 

extended with sticks that you cut 

when you’re in the wilderness. 

Though if it comes to it, the 

heat-resistant silicone handles still 

work just fine. Maybe they’re more 

whimsical than serious, then – but 

either way they don’t take up much 

space.

www.robens.de

Yamaha FJR top box £430
This is the newly styled, angular

top box for the Yamaha FJR1300. It

has a 50-litre capacity and is plenty

big enough for two full-sized crash

helmets. It comes in colours to

match the bikes from 2013 on, and

there’s an optional pillion backrest

(£110.99). Fitting it requires the 

£160 rear carrier – making it 

a rather salty £700 all-in 

purchase. Disappointingly Yamaha

still insist that it can’t be used at the

same time as the panniers that come

as standard on the FJR. Good luck

selling this one, then…

www.yamaha-motor.eu

SUPPORT ACT

Huge top box not only adds

50 litres of storage, it can also

add confident, comfy support

for a pillion. But at a price…

Leatherman Wave
Black £125
 The Wave is the most popular 

Leatherman of all time – a robust, 

easy-to-use, fully featured multi-tool 

that’s ready for anything. The Black 

edition simply comes powder-coated 

for a moody finish. It still has the 

straight and serrated blades, saws, 

files, pliers, wire cutters, 

screwdrivers, can openers, 

scissors… there are 17  

tools in all. It comes  

with a nylon sheath. 

www.multi-

tool-store.

co.uk

tools, a puncture repair kit or first 

aid kit out of the way until you need 

them, it’s a great, unobtrusive piece 

of luggage. www.held-uk.co.uk

 Add your own bark 

when you want a bite
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idea of riding in the Spanish sun but not
sure it’s worth the bother of getting there? It is – it
really is. Here are just a few of the reasons why

r as t id i

 SPANISH SPRING SPECIAL
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1 
THE ROADS
From Almeria on the south coast to 

Zarautz on the north coast, Spain is 

packed with brilliant roads. Not good 

ones – mind-blowing, never-look-at-my-

local-favourite-the-same-way, brilliant 

ones. In every region of the country, you 

can find mile after mile of wide, well-

surfaced tarmac, with corners that will 

put a smile on your face.

Exactly what kind of corners they are, 

of course, can vary. There’s no shortage 

of hairpins in the many mountainous 

sierras. The lower hills have rolling, 

flowing roads. There are even long, 

straight roads like the highways of the 

American West in some places. There 

are wide roads, narrow roads, unpaved 

roads… whatever kind of roads you like, 

you’ll find them in Spain.

That’s not what makes the Spanish 

roads great, though. It’s how quiet they 

are. Cities are busy, sure – and you will 

see bikes on some of the popular routes, 

but mostly the country is really quiet. A 

typical day on the roads of the Picos or 

Pyrenees makes the Cat and Fiddle look 

like London in rush hour. 

2 
THE SCENERY
Spain’s a beautiful country but 

it’s also a huge country - 

covering more than 195,000 square 

miles, it’s the second largest in Europe. 

Within that there are all kinds of 

landscapes, from rocky mountains to 

shady green forests and even sun-

beaten deserts. There are lakes and 

beaches, broad expanses of well-

tended fields and rugged wildernesses 

waiting to be explored.

The urban landscape shouldn’t be 

ignored, either. Spain’s crammed full of 

historic cities, from the Moorish 

strongholds of the south to the ultra-

modern cities like Barcelona and Bilbao 

in the north. It’s crammed with castles, 

cathedrals, white-painted villages and 

charming towns that can add an extra 

dimension to every riding trip.

3 
THE WEATHER
Pack your sun cream. Actually, 

pack your waterproofs as well – 

rain isn’t unknown and, despite what 

we’ve been told, it doesn’t fall mainly in 

the plains; it can strike anywhere, but 

rarely for long. Generally, the climate is 

fabulous - warm and sunny. Ideal for 

riding bikes.

Getting there
You can ride to Spain easily enough: from 

Calais it’s two long, dull days on 

motorways or three days on a mix of 

motorways and fun roads. After an 

overnight ferry to Caen or Le Havre, you 

can reach the border after two days on 

good roads. 

But to maximise your time in Spain, you 

can’t beat the boat: the Brittany Ferries 

services from Plymouth or Portsmouth to 

Bilbao or Santander get you to Spain in 24 

hours so you can spend your holiday riding 

in Spain… not riding to Spain. For details 

see www.brittany-ferries.co.uk

 Vineyards, mountains, 

hairpins, beaches, 

sweepers, tapas... 

what’s not to like?
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4
THE CULTURE
To call Spain a bike-friendly 

country is a massive 

understatement. It’s bike-mad. It has

four MotoGP races – Jerez, Aragon, 

Barcelona and Valencia – and the locals

are always pleased to see visiting riders.

It’s a great place for the hungry rider,

too. The posher sort of restaurant may

have made Spanish food one of the 

world’s top cuisines, but you get great

food everywhere. Each region has its

own specialities and they’re all delicious.

5 
THE PRICES
Your money goes a long way 

when you get to Spain. Petrol’s

not too much cheaper than in the UK but

food, drink and accommodation are 

much better value – it’s a much more

affordable destination than France, Italy,

Germany or Switzerland.

GB sticker You must 

display a GB sign. If it isn’t 

on your registration plate, a 

sticker on a pannier will do.

Documents You must 

have your original V5 

logbook and insurance 

certificate with you. We 

recommend taking colour 

photocopies as well.

Glasses If you need 

glasses to ride, carrying a 

spare pair is a legal 

requirement.

Sat nav There’s no 

problem with using sat nav 

in Spain, but it’s illegal for it 

to display speed camera 

locations. 

White lines Crossing 

solid white lines is illegal. 

There are absolutely no 

exceptions – not even to 

turn into a layby on the 

other side of the road.

Speeding There are 

on-the-spot fines for 

speeding, which rise 

steeply. For really serious 

offences, Spanish police 

can impound the bike.

Riding in 
Spain: 
the laws

Five top destinatio
Spain is packed with famous 

cities, but as great as 

Barcelona, Pamplona, Madrid 

and Granada are, there are 

plenty of other fascinating 

places to visit that are more 

off the beaten track. Here are 

our five favourites – with great 

riding around them. See  

www.ride.co.uk/spain for 

downloadable routes.

REUS

Just south of Barcelona are 

the smaller cities of Reus and 

Tarragona. The hills that rise 

behind them are crammed 

with amazing roads.

CUENCA

This fabulously preser

in central Spain is fam

its hanging houses. Fo

big draw is the twisty

through the nearby sie

RONDA

A tourist hotspot in the

hills of Andalucia, Ronda’s a

popular destination for press

launches, as the roads in this

area makes every bike look 

pretty awesome.

LA POBLA DE SEGUR

Nestled in the foothills of the 

Pyrenees, this sleepy town is 

a brilliant touring base, 

surrounded by mountain 

passes, deep gorges and

miles of flowing tarmac.

LUARCA

Head inland from this fishing 

village on Spain’s north coast 

and you’re surrounded by the 

quiet, twisty, immaculate 

roads through the Picos de 

Europa mountains.

Reus

La Pobla de Segur

Luarca

Cuenca

Ronda
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The all-new CRF1000L Africa Twin

 A world of adventure starts just around the corner, at your local Dealer.

To i nd your nearest Dealer call 0845 200 8000 or visit honda.co.uk

THERE’S 
A WHOLE world of

ADVENTURE
 OUT THERE

Inheriting the ‘go anywhere’ spirit of its celebrated predecessors, the all-new 

CRF1000L Africa Twin is back. Packing an innovative and powerful parallel 

twin-cylinder engine into a lightweight, agile chassis, this machine is as 

happy exploring continents as it is a town or city. There’s no telling where 

the adventure will take you. 
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I
S THERE A biking nirvana a cheap 

flight away from Luton? I wanted a 

mixture of excellent riding, colour and 

culture, I wanted to feel the warm sun 

on my back – and I wanted to shake 

the moths out of my mesh kit. Could that 

biking nirvana be located in Andalucia? I 

will let you be the judge, but here’s a 

spoiler: I’ll be going back.

I parked my bike outside the air traffic 

control building at a cold and misty Luton 

Airport. I was a bit chilly, as I’d ridden there 

in my mesh kit, in March, through the 

Chilterns. But my cockles were warmed by 

the fact that I was heading to Malaga. 

Apart from a few queries about whether 

or not my lid was a potential terrorist risk, I

settled in to my Easyjet seat and landed at

Malaga airport, ready to pick up my hired

mount for the next few days – a Triumph

Explorer XC. Kevin Ison from

Tourson2Wheels fixed me up with my bike

and, after I had wired my Garmin on to the

bike, I rode off into what seemed like a

blindingly warm sun.

My first tentative exploration of Malaga

was on Easter Thursday; my friends would

be joining me on the evening of Good

Friday, giving me the chance to bimble

about and get the lie of the land. I picked

the coast road – usually a good option, but

not this one. Stop-start traffic and rows of

dull hotels on either side of the road made 

for a tedious ride. With nowhere to go and 

all day to get there, I peeled off the coast 

road and found myself making for the 

mountains. I was torn between drinking in 

the lush spring greenery and enjoying the 

fast smoothness of satisfyingly twisty 

roads. I can’t tell you what route I took, 

because I don’t know, I just did what the 

Explorer says on its tank – and I loved it.

After whiling away time on empty roads 

at siesta time, I headed back to Malaga to 

start planning a few routes, but also to see 

the bizarre ritual of an Andalucian Easter. 

Going by bike meant easy parking. My 

chunky Triumph nestled among the 

scooters and nakeds in a massive sprawling

bike park outside the police station. I

headed into town for possibly the oddest

festival I have ever seen. As I approached

the city centre, I could hear the steady

thump of a drum beating out a

monotonous heavy beat and as I turned

“I just did what the 
Explorer says on it 
tank – and I loved it”

into the side street, a massive statue of the 

Virgin Mary appeared, carried on the 

shoulders of tough looking and exhausted 

men in dark suits, sweating and grimacing 

as they carried the massive Mary on their 

shoulders, followed by a similarly stoic 

 Dalton (far right) snuck in a day before the 

rest of the gang, but it still wasn’t enough

A long weekend on hired
bikes in Andalucia leaves us
wishing we’d gone for longer
By Andrew Dalton Photographs by Kathi Archery

The group ride

FLY-RIDE 
FIESTA

 A long weekend 

just isn’t long enough 

in such a biking 

wonderland

 Lots of people return to 

Andalucia time and time 

again. It’s very Moorish
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Fancy doing
this yourself?

 If you’d like to hire one of the KTMs or 

Triumphs from Tourson2Wheels, register on 

www.tourson2wheels.com and for a 

discount code, insert the word Ridemag and 

15% of your hire charges will be 

miraculously disappear throughout 2016.

group of men carrying an equally massive 

Christ icon. 

The Easter fiesta in Malaga is a truly 

remarkable sight – a surreal explosion of 

colour, piety and great religious beauty but 

with a sinister undertone of the Inquisition. 

It is an experience well worth having. 

But, back to bikes. When I met with my 

friends, riding three KTMs, we took a 

cross-country route from Malaga to 

Cordoba. The insights given to us by Kevin 

and his crew ensured we were on nothing 

but warm, dry, smooth, twisty roads. 

The road through Sierra Loja reduced me 

to inarticulate whoops of delight. I don’t do 

that very often. Two-up on an Explorer, 

with pegs touching down on second-gear 

corners, with a clear exit line, combined 

with eye-bleedingly beautiful scenery, was 

my biking heaven. Even writing about it 

now, the hairs on my arms are prickling 

and my heart rate is raised as I relive the 

anticipation to the pit of my stomach. I 

really rather enjoyed riding in the company 

of good friends whose riding you trust in 

those awe-inspiring conditions. 

The biggest decision is whether you 

gorge on the roads or stop to appreciate the 

scenery. My inner biker wanted to press on 

through the fast, clean and empty roads, 

but hydration requirements and the sheer 

beauty of the scenery stopped us, as did 

our photographer, Kathi, who had to 

remind us every now and then that she 

had a job to do. 

My top box was filled with icy water in a 

three-euro coolbag that lasted exactly as 

long as the break. That water was needed 

in April, so if you go in the hot weather of 

July or later, you will need to think 

carefully about hydration. Watering points 

are not that frequent. 

The out-of-the-way green routes marked 

on the Michelin Tourist maps took us into 

what I perceive as the real Andalucia. The 

Andalucian lunch is something to behold. 

The food is nowhere near as sophisticated 

as you get in the cities but if you like your 

food hearty and full of flavour, and not 

messed about with too much, then the 

giant portions of meat, fresh salad, 

inexhaustible bread supplies and well 

cooked accompaniments make for a 

satisfying eating experience. Eating in the 

company of Spanish farm workers, 

postmen and mechanics was a damned 

good clue as to value for money. If the 

clientele are wearing work boots it is 

always a pretty good test of an eating place. 

Cordoba itself is a glorious city. It is an 

amalgamation of Moorish, Andalucian and 

Spanish features. You are spoilt for choice 

in and around Malaga. If you fancy a day 

off riding, the town beach is clean and 

pleasant. The towns and cities have a 

unique fusion of cultures, with both 

natural and man-made beauty in 

abundance. Our original plan was to ride 

the Route of the Caliphate, which takes in a 

lot of the history in this medieval interface 

between Christendom and the Islamic 

Caliphate, but there were better roads 

elsewhere so my inner history nerd lost out 

to my biker ego. 

The weak euro stretches your sterling 

very nicely, but those roads, those 

mountains, those turquoise lakes, the 

swooping, dropping open switchbacks is 

what we went for, and exactly what we got. 

Our ultimate Andalucian Easter weekend 

ended all too soon. I wish it had been a 

week. We were all left gagging for more.

 Filling up on good value, proper Andalucian 

food, as endorsed by local farmers

MALAGA

Colmenar

Loja

Algarinejo

Alcala la Real

Castillo de Locubin

Great roads in the region
The road from Loja to Algarinejo. This route

will reset your head. It is outstanding.

Alcala la Real to Castillo de Locubin

 Colmenar to Malaga through the Malaga 

National Park.

 But really pick a green route, any green 

route and be very jealous of your Andalucian 

biker cousins. They live in a biker paradise.

A-7

A-45

A-44A-92
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The rapid solo ride

BLISTE I  
Blasting home from Valencia reveals the strengths and limitations
of Aprilia’s heavyweight adventure tourer, the Caponord Rally
By Simon Hargreaves
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T
HERE ARE WORSE places to be. A

balmy Valencian sun is awake and

climbing high in a vast, cloudless

sky. It’s an early start outside the

tiny, whitewashed hotel, and fallen

leaves lie scattered between tables and

chairs outside like yesterday’s sweet

wrappers. Aprilia’s Caponord 1200 Rally

glows autumnal orange as fingers of

warmth spread through still air. The bike

looks every inch a long-distance home-

from-home, as any self-respecting, fully 

loaded adventure bike should. With side 

panniers stuffed to the max, an intricate 

bungee web snaring a massive rucksack to 

the pillion seat, and sat nav and heated kit 

wired in (there’s no 12v socket, but the 

Capo’s under-seat USB supply charges my 

mobile), it’s reassuringly kitted-out for 

every eventuality – well, almost – like a 

survivalist’s multi-tool. 

I’ve three days to get to Santander and 

the Brittany ferry; plenty of time, but of 

course we’re not going the direct, 

motorway route; did that on the way here. 

Instead we’re taking a messy zig-zag up to 

the northern port, over mountains, through 

valleys and across high plains. This is an 

adventure, after all. The thrill of the big ride 

sends shivers up my spine. 

The Caponord is an odd case. In a world 

in which BMW’s GS, Ducati’s Multistrada 

and KTM’s 1290 Super Adventure share 

headlines for sophistication, the Aprilia is 

rarely mentioned. Yet the Caponord was 

one of the first bikes with semi-active 

suspension when it was launched in 2013, 

and comes bursting with tech-spec class: 

ride-by-wire, ABS, traction control, three 

engine modes, cruise control and 

automatic self-adjusting rear preload. 

And then there’s the engine, a 1197cc 

90° V-twi  i   cl i e    

85lb.ft – maybe not as outright powerful or

torquey as its rivals, but plenty to cover the

miles. And practicalities are covered-off

too: a 24-litre tank should give a 200-mile

range, with an adjustable screen and plenty

of luggage space – this being the Caponord

Rally, it comes with LED foglamps, crash

bars, a bash plate (more on that later), wire

spoked wheels and clever flip-top and/or

side opening panniers.

The 400-mile ride down the motorway

to Valencia showcased the Aprilia’s 

outstanding ride comfort. It’s simply 

brilliant – not instantly sumptuous, but it 

just fits a human so well. And besides, 

showroom luxury flatters to deceive and 

can turn out to be agony after half a day on 

the road. On the Capo you ride for eight 

hours, get off without so much as a stiff 

bum, come back the next morning and 

jump on eager to ride all day again. We’re 

all different shapes and preferences but, for 

six foot me, the Caponord’s pegs, wide, 

high bars and deep seat are ergonomically 

and anatomically a perfect fit, and better 

than any of its rivals (which are all pretty 

much stress-free as they are, so that’s 

impressive). Although I’d add a couple of 

inches to the adjustable screen – fully 

upright, it’s not quite tall enough to direct 

the wind blast off the noisiest part of my lid 

(an MRA Vario spoiler would do the trick). 

But today I’m setting off for Santander 

safe in the knowledge even minor 

discomfort is not something I’ll have to 

endure. The plan is to head north-west into 

the heart of Spain with a first day’s 

back-and-forth from Chiva along the 

CV-379, back through the Parc Natural 

Chera-Sot de Chera on the CV-395, and 

eventually up to Cuenca on the N-330, 

CM-215 and N-420. It’s an easy four hours 

(plus photos) and 180 miles or so. 

Half an hour into the ride, 

and the well-paved,

single-track road slips gently

through low citrus groves –

oranges, lemons and limes –

then climbs into low hills

dotted with stunted pine and

scrub. At the village of

Gestalgar, the road I want to

take is closed for repairs.

Bugger. It’s blisteringly hot 

already. I zip open the vents 

in my Weise jacket, swig 

water, then haltingly ask a 

gnarly old road-worker the 

best way to get back on track. 

He speaks no English, pokes 

a stubby brown finger at my 

ancient Garmin 660, then 

gives up and waves me off in 

 SUN

 We even colour 

coordinated the cafe 

with the bike. We don’t 

just throw this stuff 

together, you know
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the direction I came. I turn round, not sure 

if the tiny side road marked ‘unpaved’ on 

the Garmin is navigable for a fully loaded 

adventure-bike-that-isn’t-really. I’m not 

up for manhandling the Capo on much 

more than a fire trail. 

The Aprilia is heavier than the 

competitors, and I’ve added a ton of 

camera gear and underpants, but to the 

semi-active suspension and auto-preload’s 

credit, a fully loaded Capo Rally is still 

agile, holds its line and is well balanced. 

From rickety old first-gear hairpins to 

100mph curves, the Aprilia goes where you 

want it, as long as it’s tarmac-based.

The Rally’s 19in front, with its crossover 

But it turns out the back road is perfectly 

smooth tarmac. Back on track, I pour 

across the landscape, through villages and 

towns, across the hard, sandy terrain. As I 

criss-cross the Parc Natural Chera-Sot de 

Chera, the road varies in quality; it’s mostly 

classic Spanish blacktop, expensive asphalt 

draped over the mountains like a rider’s 

dream. But in other places it’s rough and 

ready, testing both the Caponord’s ride 

quality and the integrity of my dentistry. 

The Rally’s semi-active suspension has a 

harder range of damping than the original 

Caponord, so there’s less of the uncanny 

magic carpet ride of the 2013 model and 

more conventional feedback. 

By the time I get to Cuenca and the 

Parador hotel – a medieval former 

monastery perched on the edge of a ravine 

– my first day with the Aprilia has been a 

smooth, steady whisk. The tall-geared 

motor is long-legged (80mph is 5000rpm) 

and potent if you rev it, but it’s less 

raucously lunging than Ducati’s 

Multistrada, and also strangely 

unobtrusive, on the verge of anonymity.

At the hotel gate, a man greets me. “You 

sleep tonight? I keep safe.” He extends his

hand, shows me a couple of euro coins,

and looks expectant. I look at him, look at

the car park, and look at the pitiful excuse

for a bike chain I’ve brought with me. I 

smile and give him a couple of euros. By 

the time I’ve parked the Capo, he’s 

nowhere to be seen. 

Next morning, I plumb a route into the 

Garmin (the bike hasn’t been stolen, so 

that’s two euros well spent, possibly). 

Cuenca to Soria, taking the CM-2104, 5 and 

6 over the Serranía de Cuenca national 

park and the adjoining, more 

mountainous, Parque Natural del Alto Tajo, 

then cross country to pick up the E-90 and 

bomb the A-15 into Soria. 

Following the sat nav out of Cuenca, I 

somehow find myself trapped, climbing a 

narrowing, steep hill between rows of tall 

houses. The road turns into steps with a 

sliver of pavement at the side, so I ride up 

that, hoping my panniers don’t scrape the 

front doors. There’s no room to turn round 

and nowhere to put my feet down over the 

steps. Suddenly, at the top, the value of 

looking ahead becomes clear. A pair of 

concrete steps stretch right across the path. 

A split second to decide what to do 

becomes, “Sod it, it’s an adventure bike”. I 

grab a fistful of revs, and ride straight at the 

steps. The front wheel pops up over the 

steps with enough force to clear them both, 

but the rest of the bike hasn’t the ground 

clearance. The so-called bash plate turns

“I grab a fistful of revs and 
ride straight at the steps”

out to be made of flimsy plastic, 

and suddenly the gulf between 

a heavy road bike with a few 

off-road cosmetics and a 

genuine adventure bike is 

revealed. The Caponord runs 

Metzeler Tourance Next tyre, is 

its handling’s Achilles’ heel – 

hit the brakes and the weight 

transfer onto the front is 

extreme. If you’re in the habit of 

diving into corners with the 

brakes on, piling the 

displacement of a fully loaded 

tourer onto a 19in front is asking 

a lot of a very small contact 

patch. A stock Caponord, BMW 

S1000XR or Ducati Multistrada 

with a 17in front and more 

road-orientated rubber would 

be more secure. 

 Would you buy

leather goods from

somewhere on

Cemetery Road?

 The Caponord Rally 

copes with the path 

less travelled, but 

only just

Simon’s 
route

 Having taken the fast route from the ferry 

to Valencia, the return was more leisurely, 

riding cross-country through a series of 

sierras. The first-day’s target was the 

historic city of Cuenca, then Soria, then on 

to Santander for the ferry back to Britain. 

You can download Simon’s route from 

www.ride.co.uk/routes. To book your 

ferry, visit www.brittany-ferries.co.uk

Valencia

Chiva

Cuenca

Soria

Burgos

Santander



1
B

T N R
BEST IN CATEGOR

Y

TR
USTPILOT

Sportsbikeshop set the benchmark for  

how online shopping should be.

Extremely easy returns so you can order  

sizes perfect without the hard sell of a shop.  

It’s the only place I buy all my m/c gear.

The biggest range in  
the uk with the friendliest 
and fastest service.

Jim Knight

Amazing, friendly & reliable.

The UK’s favourite destination for bike gear,  
but don’t take our word for it…

Over 150 brands   I   Free delivery & free returns*   I    Finance available   I   Price match promise

MCN CLOTHING AND ACCESSORY

RETAILER OF THE YEAR

*Orders over £25, UK mainland excluding Scottish Highlands.

Excellent 9.8

Just 1 of over 16,000  
Trustpilot reviews
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BASHED PLATE

The flimsy plastic covering got

more than it bargained for on 

an unexpected trip up a couple

of Spanish steps. Whoops.

aground like a beached oil tanker and 

sways precariously, resting on its sump 

plug and me on tip-toes. The only way out 

is up, and thankfully the rear wheel is still 

in contact with something more solid than 

air. More revs, and the bike drags itself over 

the top step. Thankfully, the bike seems to 

be unscathed. Onwards. 

The region is famous for its off-roading, 

and it’s easy to see why –hundreds of miles 

of well surfaced and legally navigable fire 

trails, disappearing into mountainous 

conifer woodlands. But the roads are 

stunning too; every junction offers a 

seductively sinuous route. It would take a 

week to explore the whole region. I carve 

north, stopping for a coffee in a sleepy 

village. Two riders pull up on a Tiger 1050 

Sport and a Tiger Explorer. They’re RiDE 

readers from Wales and have been 

following a RiDE recommended route. 

Underway again, drifting dreamily 

through more surreal landscapes of 

boulders and cliffs, tree-lined ridges and 

winding canyons. I peel off the wonderful 

CM-210 and divert onto the CM-2101, 

towards the village of Peñalén. It’s a rough 

and tumble road, frequented by mining 

trucks. The Caponord’s suspension takes a 

pounding and not even semi-active 

suspension can do much about it. 

And then, after a hairpin climb out of the 

village, the road transforms into a fast, 

well-surfaced vision of riding perfection, 

flowing through a low pine forest. With no 

wigglies to worry about, I sit back and let 

the Aprilia stretch out, thrumming along at 

the ton, cruise control on (despite the 

reluctance of the fiddly button). 

As night falls, I speed into Soria, locate 

the hotel, and plan tomorrow’s last run to 

Santander; a cross-country route, diverting 

through the Parque Natural Sierra de 

Cebollera on the CL-117, then up to Burgos, 

then to Santander on the N-623.  

By mid-morning the next day I’ve 

covered only 20 miles, stopping repeatedly 

on the road around lake Cuerda del Pozo to 

admire the view. I find a small fire trail 

running down to the water’s edge and, 

having tried the Caponord over steps, 

figure it’s worth seeing if it can handle 

small pebbles and stones. It can, but I 

wouldn’t fancy its chances in an enduro.

It’s only with my earphones out and the 

Bluetooth music off I realised the Aprilia’s 

exhaust is blowing. Yesterday’s mishap has 

knocked the exhaust link pipe and hot 

exhaust gas has melted the bash plate. I 

wondered why my feet were so warm.

The rest of the ride passes in a blur of 

scenery and sunshine. Over the three days 

the flora has shifted from citrus to conifers 

to deciduous, and the air has steadily 

dropped in temperature. 

And over the week’s trip, the Caponord 

has withstood over-enthusiastic cornering, 

hard braking, slippery early morning dewy 

roads, various kicks, scrapes and knocks, 

and an unexpected trials section. It’s 

returned a useful 40mpg average fuel 

consumption, drunk no oil, and been 

immensely comfy over the fault-free 1500-

mile round trip. 

As we park up in Santander, waiting for 

Brittany’s Pont-Aven flagship to join us, 

and with another 350 miles to go back in 

Blighty when we dock in 20 hours’ time, 

no doubt in somewhat less favourable 

weather, I realise I’m even looking forward 

to that ride too. 

SPEC APRILIA CAPONORD RALLY

Price £14,135 Engine 1197cc dohc 90° V-twin, 4v per cyl, l/c Power 

123bhp @ 8000rpm Torque 85lb.ft @ 6800rpm Transmission 6-speed, 

chain Seat height 840mm Dry weight 238kg Fuel capacity 24 litres

 Panniers have 

side-opening 

ability as well as 

flip-top access



Down there, you probably think that up here 

in Sweden it does nothing but snow. Well, it’s 

true that in the winter it gets a bit cold and icy. 

But when the snow does thaw, Swedish 

bikers love to migrate south, to feel the heat 

and, well, to see what all the fuss is about. 

When you live up here, everywhere’s a 

long way away, though, and so it’s not 

that unusual for Swedish bikers taking their 

summer vacations to clock up quite a few 

thousands of miles in just a couple of weeks.

But here’s the thing; on their trips these 

guys expect to wear exactly the same gear 

that they do during the rest of the year.

Which might just explain why we at 

Halvarssons have produced jackets like the 

Prime and Qurizo, (and matching pants).

Using technologies like Outlast for thermal 

control, and Dryway Plus for waterproofing, 

they’ll cope with the worst that our snow 

queens and rain gods are able to throw at us.

Get to the South of France, however, and 

all you have to do is remove the various 

linings, and open the vents, and you get to 

enjoy the best in natural air conditioning.

We think we do four-season rider gear 

rather well, and if the clothing we produce 

works for the kind of bikers we have here 

in Scandinavia, then we think it should work 

just fine for you guys over there.

For information about products and stockists visit www.jofama.se

When Swedish bikers go off on their summer 
holidays they like to migrate south
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 EXTREME TRAVEL

I
THINK IT’S CLEAR I’mnot really a

biker. Imean, I love riding – but in

terms of skill and experience, forget it.

InMongolia’s Gobi Desert,myHonda

VFR750 is too heavy forme to pick up

and has the deep-sandmanoeuvrability of

a drunk, angry toddler.

Threemonths before,when I left home

in Bristolwith awobbly red line acrossmy

maps, ending inUlaanbaatar, nay-sayers

had instilled such big brown smears of

doubt inmymind it seemed impudent to

expect to get this far. Thoughwhy anyone

would think riding a 20-year-oldHonda

across Russia, Kazakhstan andMongolia in

yellow leathers and a blondewig,with no

GPS,might not be the best idea everwas

confusing tome and remains so.

Despite a fine old time inDenmark,

Sweden and Finland, the adventure began

in earnest rounding the corner to St

Petersburg. The transition as you enter

Russia is palpable; trees get bigger, darker,

closer. You feel smaller, a touch nervy.

On amap, the 437miles onwards to

Moscowdon’t promise an epic journey. But

this section of theM10 boasts challenges

far greater than length. Horrendously

potholed, air turgidwith sickly beige dust

After catching up with friends in Scandinavia, artist Veronica Feeling’s trip began in St Petersburg, then on to Moscow and east across Russia,

then south-east into Kazakhstan. A brief return up to Russia was necessary to continue her easterly progress into Mongolia, the Gobi Desert and

Ulaanbaatar, the initial target for the trip. But then with the eastern edge of the continent tantalisingly close, it was back into Russia and then

down the border with China to Vladivostok, with the VFR now in need of some serious repair work. But she made it.

Kazan
Ufa

Naberezhnye Chelny

Chelyabinsk

Kostanay

Karagandy

Barnaul

Kosh Agach

Ulaanbaatar

Blagoveshchensk

Svobodny

Vladi

Bayanaul
National Park

RUSSIA

KAZAKHSTAN

CHINA

MONGOLIA

Nizhniy Novgorod

St Petersburg

way above the lanes of vast

trucks, I waswedged between

two of these filthy behemoths

when I decided leaving at

lunchtimewith a sweaty

hangover hadn’t been clever.

I cut a sorry figure at 2am, at

a petrol station on the

outskirts ofMoscow, rattled by

the realisation I had no clue

where Iwas going and

swayingwith exhaustion and

nearmisses.When two guys

approached, I thought that at

least amuggingmight involve

a nice sit down, but Filip and

Dimerwanted to compliment

my unorthodox riding style

and offer their service as guides.

Amere 15 hours after leaving St P, I

arrived in town flanked by youngmen.

Thiswas the first ofmany kindnesses I

received in Russia. Frombacon and

strawberries on hard shoulders to beds and

overboots. From joyrides in strange little

planes to replacementwingmirrors.

Slightly less ambitious inmy daily targets

now, afterMoscow Imade overnight stops

in NizhniyNovgorod, Kazan, Naberezhnye

Chelny, Ufa and Chelyabinsk. Turning right

towards theKazakh border seemed

somehowungrateful, but I’ve always been

good at going-towards. Or “leaving” as

others have had it.

NorthernKazakhstan is the only place

I’ve ever felt horizontal vertigo. It sends

you and your thoughts rushing out to the

horizon amillionmiles in every direction.

I headed further south-east to

Karagandy, a name synonymous in Soviet

Oi mate, is that a

Camel rep?

To the end
of the eart
By Veronica Feeling

5000 miles across Russia, Kazakhstan
and Mongolia in yellow leathers and a
blond wig on a 1994 Honda VFR750
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Choose the right add-ons to make
your adventure go smoothly
By Kevin and Julia Sanders

BIKE ACCESSORIES AND add-ons can be a real plus. They can add

comfort, protection and carrying capability, or equip you with the

latest navigation and communication equipment. They can also

weigh you down and end up causing more problems than they solve.

Before you add anything, look at the journey you are about to

undertake and what you’re likely to encounter en route, and you’ll get

a much clearer picture of what it is you need.

How easily you can get help and parts during the journey can

influence any modifications you make before you start. If you’re in

Western Europe, parts for most bikes will be easily obtainable. If

you’re further afield, you can’t assume so much.

How long you are going for, how many miles on a typical day, and

what weather you can expect? The key principle to keep in mind is

that mods should provide you with a more comfortable ride and,

vitally, protect the bike against damage (from being dropped, animal

strikes, rutted roads). When you’ve finished modifying, it still needs

to handle, perform and stop like a motorbike...

mods
Kevin and Julia

Sanders run

GlobeBusters, the

overland motorcycle

expedition company

that specialises in

taking riders on

amazing journeys

to unusual places.

Weare the

Aluminium panniers Strong, secure

and watertight, they act as another layer

of crash protection and double as a chair

and table if you’re camping.

Engine bars/sump guard It’s likely

you’re going to go down – even if it’s just a

simple drop in a petrol station. Protection

is much easier and cheaper than repair.

Hand guards Protection from debris,

branches and the weather. Add heated

grips, and you can ride in lightweight

gloves for much longer periods.

Radiator protector Get a hole in your

radiator and you’re in trouble, especially if

you’re somewhere remote. The same rule

applies to oil coolers.

Additional lights They’re about being

seen as much as lighting the way. Make

sure they’re bright and protected.

Upgraded battery Any electrical

extra can drain a sub-optimal battery.

Sidestand big foot Sooner or later

you will stop on some soft ground.

Louder horn A must for congested

cities and under-developed countries.

Don’t be afraid to use it.

Chain oiler One less thing to worry

about doing while you’re out on the ride

and one less thing to put in your panniers.

Aftermarket seat or a gel/air seat

cover Sometimes it’s just a case of

getting used to your standard seat. If it

doesn’t suit you, there are options.

Taller screen Experiment until you get

no helmet buffeting and a quieter ride. The

impact on your comfort is massive.

Handlebar risers Start by adjusting

the standard bars and levers to find the

best position. If you’re still stretching, or

your wrists are aching, get some risers.

Thicker inner tubes If your bike uses

tubes, a heavier grade goes a long way to

reducing the risk of punctures.

 Larger footpegs If you’re venturing 

off-road, larger, grippier footpegs spread 

your weight, for greater comfort.  

Pocket guides #3 Bolt-ons

Union jokes with the middle of nowhere, 

isolated as it is in another vast area of 

mind-wobblingly uninhabited steppe. 

Then, with no route into Mongolia from 

Kazakhstan, you have to pop back into 

Russia as far as Barnaul to pick up the 

reassuringly named M52 southbound; a 

glorious stretch hugging the River Katun in 

gorgeous curves of dappled sunshine. 

In contrast, Kosh Agach is classic border 

town, an air of mistrust and casual abuse 

pervading the ramshackle, dusty streets 

which belong after dark to dogs the size of 

cows (and cows the size of cows).

The Mongolian border, open for business. 

Braced for my off-road adventure to begin 

I’m surprised to find more tarmac wending 

through rounded grassy hills and even 

more surprised to find another border after 

six miles. Ah. Nomansland. 

Only 600 or so miles to Ulaanbaatar. 

After 10 minutes I realise it might as well 

be 600,000 unless I toughen up big time. It 

was undeniably arduous, but I recall those 

desert hours, waiting for help, machine 

lying prone in the sand, in water, cracking 

its fairing on rocks, as some of my finest; a 

curious mix of impotence and acceptance, 

insignificance and wonder.

My onward journey to Vladivostok was 

an intense experience, peppered with bike 

trouble: the front brakes failed, my rear 

sub-frame snapped, the rectifier went, 

taking two batteries with it. 

But in the face of that bad-ass decision to 

keep going to the edge of the continent, 

these trifling inconveniences were just 

that, they were even strangely enjoyable. If 

there’s a moral in this it’s merely that you 

need to make the decision to go – after that 

you need only grip the tiger’s tail.

It’s not for me to say, but I’m probably a 

biker now.

 Kazakhstan – home 

of horizontal vertigo. 

And not much else
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WHERE TO GO
YOUR GUIDE TO THE BEST 
UPCOMING BIKING EVENTS
Are you organising a bike event?  
Tell us about it ride@ride.co.uk

 EVENTS

MCN Festival of Motorcycling
May 14-15, Peterborough Arena

New bike test rides, classic bike parade laps, loads of trade and club stands, 

and Anglo-American short track racing, including Colin Edwards. See you there.

www.mcnfestival.com

World Superbikes
May 27-29, Donington Park

 The season got off to a lively start in Australia, so fingers crossed for a good 

weekend at Donington. Remember, this year the WSB races are on Saturday and 

Sunday, and there’s a strong line-up of support races over the weekend: World 

Supersport, Superstock 1000, Ducati TriOptions Cup, European Junior Cup, and 

the National Superstock 600 and 1000 series.

www.donington-park.co.uk

FIA European Drag Racing Championships
May 28-30, Santa Pod

 Santa Pod is celebrating its 50th anniversary, during which time it has become 

firmly established as one of Europe’s leading drag strips, while remaining a 

friendly, easy-going venue for a family day out. Cars and four categories of bikes 

will be giving it their all.

www.santapod.co.uk

Isle of Man TT 
May 28-June 10

 Guy Martin is giving the TT a miss this year, but that still leaves an incredibly 

strong line-up of winners and those hungry to emulate the likes of John 

McGuinness, Ian Hutchinson and the Dunlops. And aside from the racing, there’s 

a phenomenal variety of things to do and an unrivalled atmosphere in which to do 

it. If you haven’t already booked accommodation and crossings, do hurry up.

www.iomtt.com

TWO MONTHS AHEAD...

Prescott Bike Festival
April 17, nr Cheltenham

 Classic, modern, rare, customised and historic bikes, including the 1995 

RGV500 that would prove to be the last Suzuki GP bike Kevin Schwantz ever 

raced, will be on display and being ridden at the Prescott hillclimb. Raising funds 

for Blood Bikes, there are also stunt displays, appearances from big-name 

racers, live music, family activities and more.

www.prescottbikefestival.co.uk

Carole Nash International Classic  
MotorCycle Show
April 23-24, Stafford

 If you want to see the entire history of motorcycling in one place, and buy some 

rusty brackets for a project you’ll never finish, then this is the place to be: the 

indoors halls are full of gleaming restorations, the outdoor autojumble is brimming 

with intriguing oddities.

www.classicbikeshows.com

St Tropez Euro Festival
April 28-May 1, St Tropez

 Harley owners from around Europe congregate in south-east France for four 

days of parades, custom shows, live music and beard sculpting.

www.hogeuropegallery.com

Scottish Six Days Trial
May 2-7, Fort William

 It’s big and it’s tough: 270 riders competing for up to 100 miles a day for six 

consecutive days, tackling obstacles that most of us would consider impossible. 

Spectating is tricky but very rewarding; this highly technical event is best enjoyed 

in a relaxed frame of mind.

www.ssdt.org

ONE MONTH AHEAD...

 Who will get up the hill 

fastest at this year’s 

Prescott Bike Festival?

 Get closer to the 

action at the MCN 

Festival of Motorcycling



m going to…” COLIN OVERLAND
 Stafford show barely changes from

 o year, and that’s no bad thing when
u can see so many wonderful bikes. REAL

BIKERS.

REAL
LAWYERS.

REAL
ANSWERS.

0800 7836 191

whitedalton.co.uk

bike specialist solicitors since ‘94

Horizons Unlimited
Hay on Wye, June 16-19

After taking last year off, the big travellers’ get-together returns in a splendid 

new location. Literally hundreds of presentations and workshops, and endless 

less formal opportunities to pick the brains of the experts and compare notes 

with other adventure riders.

www.horizonsunlimited.com

World GP Bike Legends
Sachsenring, June 10-12

 Last year the GP nostalgia fest had a successful debut at Jerez; this year it’s in 

Germany. The focus is on two-strokes from 1980 to 2000 being raced and 

demonstrated, often by their original riders, among them Wayne Gardner, the 

1987 world champ.

www.sachsenring-classic.de

Tridays
June 23-26, Austria

 Tridays is a Triumph owners’ gathering in Austria that attracts enthusiasts from 

around Europe, but not many from the UK. That’s likely to change now that 

GlobeBusters are leading a tour, with Tridays as its destination, taking in some 

great roads along the way, via the Ardennes, the Vosges mountains and through 

the Black Forest. The tour runs from June 21 to 29, with prices from £995. 

www.globebusters.com

Mallory Bike Bonanza
July 30-31, Mallory Park

 Now in its third year, this promises to be another weekend of great bikes and 

great racers getting together in a friendly atmosphere.

www.malloryparkcircuit.com

THREE MONTHS AHEAD (AND BEYOND)...
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 TRAVEL

Andrew Dalton’s legal Q&A
Andrew Dalton, ex-dispatch rider, now a solicitor-advocate and 

barrister with 20 years’ experience with bikers, gives the inside track 

on what the biker needs to know to stay on the right side of the law.

When you’re

filtering, it’s very

much up to you to

make sure you are

able to pull up safely

to avoid collisions

Q
I WAS knocked off my bike while riding up

the inside of a line of traffic. A driver pulled

into my path, out of a side road to my left,

having been flashed out by a van driver

who was a little bit ahead of me. I didn’t see him

until he had blocked my path and he did not see

me until we collided. My insurers want to settle

our cases at 50/50.

Luckily, I was not injured, but my bike’s fairing

took a battering. I do not want to sacrifice my

no-claims bonus. I had right of way, he moved

into my road space and I don’t see why I should

lose my no-claims bonus. I am allowed to filter

and I want my insurers to defend this all the way.

A
SORRY, BUT your case will most probably

go 50/50 in front of a judge, but you could

also do worse. A rider is entitled to filter, or

“pass queues of stationary or slow traffic”

and is entitled to use his or her narrow width and

manoeuvrability.

The law is clear: while filtering, the motorcyclist

has a high duty of care to be able to pull up

“A hard judge 
might find that 
the collision 
was entirely 
down to you”

Is filtering finding fair?
you were hidden by the van.

It was no more your road space than it was his. 

You were also passing along the inside by a 

junction, which is perhaps an unexpected place 

for a rider to put himself, albeit not especially 

unusual for urban riding. The flashing van driver is 

not to blame at all, as a matter of law.

The law says you, as a rider, can pass along the 

inside of slow-moving queues. Riding so that you 

cannot pull up safely for the foreseeable risk of a 

driver moving out into your planned path, 

because you cannot see him, is both careless 

driving in criminal law and negligent riding in civil 

law. The driver is also liable in criminal and civil 

law. If your insurers do press on all the way to 

court, the almost inevitable finding of a fair-

minded judge will be an equal split of blame but I 

suspect a few judges might find against you fully, 

especially if you start talking about your rights 

and your road space. A hard judge might well find 

that the cause of the collision was entirely down 

to you travelling too fast while ‘unsighted’ – 

without a view of the road ahead of you. 

swiftly for foreseeable 

hazards. You do not have to 

anticipate a driver pulling out 

on top of you when you are 

there to be seen, but as you 

were hidden by a van and you 

could not see ahead of 

yourself far enough to see the 

car which collided with you, 

then each of you entered into 

an area of road neither of you 

could properly assess. It was 

equally foreseeable to the 

driver that a bike might be in 

that narrow space as it was 

to you that a car might 

emerge into your path when 
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Germany’s Nürburgring: 

a specific kind of chaos

 The Pyrenees offer 

great roads and the 

food’s OK, too

BUCKET LIST
COMPLETED IN 1927, the home of 

German GP racing until 1976, a legendary 

testing track since it opened and still one 

of the most respect circuits in the 

world… there’s no mistaking the 

Nordschliefe (or ‘north loop’). Part of the 

Nürburgring racing complex, which also 

includes a – much smaller - modern GP 

circuit, this 73-bend piece of tarmac 

runs for 12.95 miles through the dark 

forests of the Rhineland.

Famously nicknamed the Green Hell by 

Jackie Stewart (“I was always afraid” 

he’d later say of the course, despite 

winning some significant victories there) 

it’s essentially a public toll road that 

draws vehicles of all kinds to its curves, 

resulting in a specific kind of chaos 

that’s both white-knuckle-terrifying and 

utterly life-affirming.

Dave Roffe, of middlerhinetours.com, 

has done 300-400 laps. “It’s total 

madness,” he says. “Compare it to a 

trackday and that would miss the point. 

It’s basically 13 miles of legalised 

madness. It’s a bendy public road 

without speed limits. 

“If it’s your first time doing it, do a 

sighting lap first, don’t try and go mad. 

There’s a lot to learn and there are some 

adverse corners, a lot of 

them are bumpy… you 

need to get used to that 

first. Don’t treat it as a 

TURNING THE RIDE OF A LIFETIME FROM DREAM TO REALITY

Nürburgring: riding the most 
demanding circuit in the world

Q I am starting to plan a 

two-week tour of Europe, 

starting and finishing in Calais. I 

want to include the Black Forest, 

Dolomites, Lake Garda, Stelvio and 

the south of France – Monte Carlo 

and Nice – before heading back to 

Calais. Have you done a route I can 

download that covers all of that?

A We haven’t done one trip that 

puts all those together, but we 

have a combination of routes you 

could use. If you go to The RiDE 

Guide to Italy (www.ride.co.uk/italy) 

there are cross-country 

routes to Vipiteno that go 

through the Black Forest. 

From Vipiteno, take the 

Dolomites tour for three days 

on the most amazing roads in 

the area, ending in Riva del 

Garda. Then reverse our 

Lakes and Mountains tour, 

which goes from Riva del 

Garda to Aosta, over Stelvio.

From Aosta you could hop over the 

Col de la Petit St Bernard and take 

the Route des Grandes Alpes down 

to Nice or Monte Carlo, then head 

back up Route Napoleon to Grenoble. 

From there, it’s two or three days 

back to Calais. There are routes you 

can download and adapt for all of 

those bits in the RiDE Guide to 

France (www.ride.co.uk/france).

Try the B258, which is quite a renowned 

biker route.”

And you just might need some more 

relaxing days in the saddle after 15 

minutes on the Nordschleife. Dave adds: 

“If it was in England it would be banned. 

The first time I give people the card to 

get on the track they’re often shaking, 

but once they’ve done it they’re smiling 

all over their faces. It’s an adrenaline 

rush to match anything else out there.” 

HOW FAR: It’s roughly 280 miles to the 

Nürburgring from Calais. The Ring sits just 25 

miles east of the border with Belgium. 

HOW LONG: That’s five hours from Calais, 

which adds up to (at least) a day of riding from 

home. You could fit the trip into a three-day 

long weekend but you wouldn’t see the 

surrounding area. Best allow five days.

HOW MUCH: Each lap of the Ring will cost you 

€29, or four for €105, or nine for €220. Factor 

in fuel, food and accommodation and the 

cheapest you could do the trip for would be 

£200-£300. Visit nuerburgring.de to see 

opening times.

Q I have a ferry to Spain booked 

for July. Where should I go? 

A If it’s your first trip, we’d favour 

the Picos de Europa mountains. 

If you’ve done them, then consider 

the Pyrenees. But if you have enough 

time, go through the Picos to 

Portugal. You can find plenty of 

suitable routes on our website: 

www.ride.co.uk/routes.

race track, treat it as a fast road ride. 

“You’ve got tourist coaches, camper 

vans, all sorts. There are certain times 

when it’s bikes only, which is preferable. 

Don’t think that because you’re a bike 

you’ll be the fastest thing out there – a 

well-driven fast car is going to beat you. 

They’ve got more grip and they’ll cut you 

up. Audi R8s will outperform a BMW 

S1000RR, you’ve only got to look at the 

record lap times to see that.” 

The region around the Ring makes for 

some beautiful riding too. Steve Hotson 

of adventurebiketours.co.uk knows the 

area well. “You’re going to spend a fair 

bit of money to get out there, so you 

may as well enjoy it,” he says. “It’s a vast 

and friendly place to explore, so it’s 

worth taking two or three days. In the 

region of the Nürburgring and the Eifel 

you’re between the major rivers of the 

Rhine and the Mosel – plot a triangle 

between them and the Nürburgring and 

it’s impossible not to have a great day. 

On race days there are a lot of vehicles 

around, but generally it’s pretty quiet. 

Q When I’m walking through 

unfamiliar cities I use the 

Google Maps app on my phone to 

find my way around. Why don’t you 

do routes for that, for me to use 

with my bike?

A Mostly because the Google Maps 

app on the phone just plots A to 

B routes: it won’t accept pre-planned 

routes. There are phone-based nav 

systems, but we still favour proper 

on-bike sat navs as they’re 

waterproof, vibration-resistant, have 

rugged cases that will survive being 

dropped, are wired into the bike so 

they won’t run flat, don’t depend on 

data coverage and won’t end up 

costing you a fortune in changes if 

you go over your data limit. They are 

expensive, but they really work. 



N W E AT H E R .

A

M E T Z E L E R . C O M
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WINNER OF MCN 2016
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FIRST RIDES TRIUMPH THRUXTON R

Thruxton b t 
for Cadwell

Full-fat version of the café racer

Thruxton  Top-spec suspension and 

brake package High Power engine

Brushed aluminium tank

strap and lockable Monza

filler cap add period style

 Classic appearance hides 

modern touches like a gear 

indicator and an immobiliser

I
F THE NEW Triumph T120 (page 60) is 
the spiritual successor to a long line of 
classic Bonnevilles, then the Thruxton 
is heir to a tradition of taking that basic 
package and making it leaner, meaner, 

faster and better handling. But this even 
posher Thruxton R takes that and adds 
suspension and brakes that wouldn’t look 
out of place on a modern superbike. 

Fully adjustable Öhlins rear shocks are 
joined by Showa Big Piston fully adjustable 
forks and Brembo radial brakes. The result 
is one of the most natural-feeling pure road 
sportsbikes I’ve ridden in years.

It starts with the riding position. Where 
the T120’s upright bars, slab seat and low
pegs will feel right for anyone coming from
genuine classics, to me they feel unnatural.
The Thruxton’s clip-ons (adjustable in two
fore-and-aft positions) and rearsets works
better for me, but it’s still fairly relaxed by
sportsbike standards.

Then there’s the geometry. The frame is
the same as the T120 and Street Twin (the
rear subframe is the only significant
change) but this is set a lot taller at the
back, making the steering angle steeper.
Wheelbase is shorter too, thanks mostly to
different sprockets (the Thruxton is geared
significantly lower than the T120) allowing
the rear wheel to sit around 30mm further
forwards. The result is nimble but stable,
and a smooth, instinctive roll into bends
that allows you to chop and change line.

Marry that to beautiful supple springing
and damping and you have a chassis that’s
perfect for pushing pretty hard. It really
feels like you just have to think the front
wheel to where you want it, and you and
the rest of the bike follow happily along.
No need to hang off like a monkey, just
cultivate your Mike Hailwood posture and
stay rooted in the grippy suede-finish
single seat. And there’s acres of ground
clearance for fast road riding.

The whole feel of the bike is 
underpinned by the superb new 
engine – a great whiffling, wooffing, 
whooshing, wallop of grunt that just 
slingshots you from bend to bend 
with minimum effort. Even the 
standard exhausts have a throaty 
bark that just begs you to blip the 
throttle between down changes.

This is the High Power version of 
the new 1200cc parallel twin, but it 
actually has more torque than the 
High Torque version as well, just at 
higher rpm. Compared with the old 865cc 
Thruxton motor, Triumph are claiming 41 
per cent more power and 62 per cent more 
torque. Compared with the T120, the 
Thruxton has a lighter crankshaft, different
engine mapping and higher compression
(11:1, up from the T120’s 10:1). Surprisingly,
it keeps the same cam profiles.

The resulting 96bhp may not sound
much on paper, but it’s the delivery that
counts. This is no peaky sportsbike - a big
proportion of power is available from
4000rpm all the way up to the redline. If
anything it’s more flexible than the T120’s
motor. On twisty roads you can leave it in
one gear (third is happy from 30 to 80mph)
and concentrate on your lines rather than
the clocks. In fact the riding
position lets you forget that
there are clocks – or
anything else for that matter
– underneath you at all. Just
the road in front of you, laid
out for your pleasure.

Take a look at the cockpit
properly and it’s a very nice
place to be, with classic-look
clocks, tank strap and a
polished top yoke. Just those
discreet fork tops give a hint
of a bike from this century,
let alone this decade.



ROOM FOR TWO?

The Thruxton R is sold as

a single-seat bike. However,

a dual seat and pillion

footrests will be available

as an optional accessory.

SPEC TRIUMPH THRUXTON R

Price £11,700 Engine 1200cc sohc parallel twin, 4v per cyl, l/c Power 96bhp @ 6750rpm Torque 83lb.ft

@ 4950rpm Transmission 6-speed, chain Chassis steel double cradle Front suspension 43mm forks, 

120mm travel, adjustable preload, rebound and compression Rear suspension twin shocks, adjustable 

preload, rebound and compression Front brakes 310mm discs, 4-piston calipers Rear brake 220mm 

disc, 2-piston caliper Front tyre 120/70 ZR17 Rear tyre 160/60 ZR 17 Wheelbase 1415mm Rake/trail 

22.8°/92mm Seat height 830mm Dry weight 203kg Fuel capacity 14.5 litres

Oh yes, plenty... Some are common with the

T120, but most are designed to accentuate the

Thruxton’s sportier nature. There are ‘inspiration’

packages to save you the trouble of making your

own version from scratch, but each is a starting

point – you can mix and match as you see fit.

The Track Racer kit (£1620) includes a nicely

styled cockpit fairing, lower clip-on bars, a

different seat and single seat cowl, tail tidy,

Vance & Hines exhaust and a leather tank strap.

The Café Racer kit is much the same but with

rubber tank knee pads, and without the fairing

and lower clip-ons. It’ll be £1295.

For serious trackday addicts, the Performance

Race Kit includes a full de-cat exhaust, a race

camshaft and washable air filter, and lower

clip-ons. Not road legal, not available until

summer, and no prices yet.

ACCESSORIES
Modernity sticks its nose in with three 

riding modes – Sport, Road and Rain. I 

found Sport made the throttle too jerky in 

slow corners; Road gives the same power 

with a more controlled delivery. Traction 

control and ABS are switchable as well. 

Classic style, modern handling, ample 

power, beautiful detailing – I was expecting 

to like this bike, but I love it to bits. There 

is, of course, a caveat - it’s not cheap. The 

base Thruxton’s £10,400, but R spec adds 

an extra £1300. Is it worth it? I suspect it 

probably is – there’s no way you could get 

the stock Thruxton’s suspension working 

so well without spending that much. Posh 

brakes may be overkill for the road, but 

will be welcome for doing trackdays.

Speaking of which, I reckon this could 

take a few scalps round Cadwell. That’s 

one for this summer then… KEV RAYMOND
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FIRST RIDES TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T120 BLACK

Laid black attitude
All-new High Torque engine Any colour

youwant, so long as it’s black Or grey…

PEASHOOTER PIPES

T120 uses a different exhaust

to the Thruxton, with narrower

twin-skinned downpipes and

peashooter silencers. Chrome

on the T120, matt on the Black.

HIDDEN HOSES

Radiator is well disguised, 

being black and tucked

between the frame tubes.

Water pump and hoses are

almost undetectable. 

SPEC TRIUMPH T120 BLACK

Price £9600 Engine 1200cc sohc parallel

twin, 4v per cyl, l/c Power 79bhp @ 6550rpm

Torque 77lb.ft @ 3100rpm Transmission

6-speed, chain Chassis steel double cradle

Front suspension 41mm forks, 120mm travel,

no adjustment Rear suspension twin shocks,

adjustable preload Front brakes 310mm discs,

2-piston calipers Rear brake 255mm disc,

2-piston caliper Front tyre 100/90-18 Rear

tyre 150/70 R17Wheelbase 1445mm Rake/

trail 25.5°/105.2mm Seat height 785mm Dry

weight 224kg Fuel capacity 14.5 litres

S
ANDWICHED BETWEEN THE 

900cc Street Twin and the café racer 

Thruxtons sit the classically styled 

T120 and this, its matt-finished 

stablemate, the T120 Black. As the 

name suggests this version ditches the 

chrome and polish of the standard T120 

and replaces them with matt black and 

grey finishes to footrests, exhausts, engine 

covers – well, pretty much everything. 

It may look like a development of the old 

T100 Bonneville, but the T120 doesn’t share 

a single major component with the old 

bike. The main news is the massive 

capacity hike – all the way out to 1200cc 

from the old model’s 865cc. This is the 

High Torque version of the new engine, 

with peak torque at a lowly 3100rpm, and 

it certainly has impressive low-down pull. 

You can keep the revs down – short-

shifting everywhere, rolling on and off 

the throttle surfing a big wave of torque.

In theory that huge grunt makes trickling 

along in traffic a doddle. In practice the tall 

overall gearing means tickover in first gear 

is sometimes too quick, so you have to slip 

the clutch and/or ride the rear brake. 

The other compromise I’m not so keen 

on is the suspension. Like the Street Twin it 

comes on minimum rear preload to keep 

the seat height low. The downside is vague, 

stodgy steering on the road. Winding the 

preload up a couple of notches transforms 

the steering without spoiling the balance.

Once tweaked the handling’s neutral, 

predictable and confidence-inspiring. So 

long as you’re not throwing it around it can 

carve curves at a reasonable rate, with only 

the lack of ground clearance serving  to 

stop you riding right off the edge of the 

classic-look - but surprisingly grippy - 

Pirelli Phantom tyres.

There’s a really nice level of attention to 

detail. Everything – with the possible 

exception of the slightly plasticky 

switchgear – feels 

weighty, solid 

and nicely 

finished. And 

it’s clear a lot of thought has gone into 

keeping it as retro-looking as possible, 

including the fuel injection throttle bodies 

disguised as Amal carburettors.

Heated grips, ABS, two engine maps and 

traction control are standard. It’s nice to see 

a centrestand included too, and there’s also 

a USB charging socket under the seat.

This is a significant move on from the old 

T100, and a worthy heir to the Bonneville 

dynasty. Personally I prefer the traditional 

chrome and two-tone of the standard 

T120, but if the blacked-out look floats 

your boat, you have the choice. The price 

– and the ride – is the same whether you 

want a classic shiny bauble or a blacked 

out urban statement. KEV RAYMOND





“Straight-line
performance 
is as immense 
as ever”
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FIRST RIDES DUCATI MULTISTRADA 1200 ENDURO

Multistrada maxxed
Tougher, taller and more versatile Bigger tank, new gearing  

Direct rival to KTM, BMW and Triumph’s best adventure bikes

ULTIMATE MULTI

Changes designed to give  

the Ducati better off-road 

ability also make it in some 

ways better for the road. 

Bring on the group test with 

its adventure rivals.

D
ESPITE DUCATI’S TALK of four 

bikes in one, the original Multi, 

with its 17in front wheel and 

distinct lack of crash protection, 

was not really built for unmade 

roads. The 1200 Enduro is very different.  

A few core components, including the

tubular steel frame and the 1198cc, dohc

eight-valve V-twin engine, are shared

with the Multistrada that was updated last

year. Almost everything else, from the

longer-travel suspension and stiffer,

twin-sided swingarm to the big fuel tank,

new ergonomics and beefed-up 

protection, is purpose built with the aim 

of creating Ducati’s first genuine 

adventure bike.

The launch in Sardinia commences with 

a proper off-road test, and the big Ducati 

passes with flying colours. It thunders out 

of the turns, kicking up dirt with its rear 

Pirelli but with the traction control 

moderating the big V-twin’s torque. It 

glides over bumps, ruts and rocks, its 

200mm of well-controlled semi-active 

suspension soaking everything up and  

its wire-spoked 19in front wheel and 

chunky bashplate making light of the 

tricky terrain.

The tank is a complex 30-litre plastic 

creation flanked on each side by 

protective aluminium plates. The 

bashplate is longer, made from thicker 

aluminium, and bolted to the frame rather 

than the engine. The handlebars are 

50mm higher for easier use when 

standing, on heavy-duty footrests 

that come with crash-resistant 

and easily adjustable brake and 

gear levers, plus removable 

rubber inserts.

This all helped as soon as 

we rode off the road and 

onto that dirt path, where despite being 

tall I could reach the bars easily enough, 

and the slim seat combined with the 

well-positioned foot controls to make 

riding while standing up easier than on 

most adventure bikes. With a kerb weight 

of 254kg it’s not much lighter than BMW’s 

R1200GS Adventure – but it was very 

controllable, helped by the engine’s easily 

used low-rev power delivery.

First gear is shorter, overall gearing is 

lower, the air intakes are higher (for 

increased wading depth) and the silencer 

is raised to improve clearance. The Desmo 

Variable Timing technology gives very 

smooth low-rev delivery, allowing it to 

chug sweetly from below 2000rpm, which 

in first is now only 10mph.

As with the other Multi models there are 

four riding modes, all giving different 

engine maps plus dedicated settings 

for suspension, traction control, 

wheelie control and ABS. Enduro 

mode (like Urban) has a soft 

throttle response and a 

maximum of 100bhp rather 

than the full 158bhp of 

Touring and the sharper Sport. 

You can fine-tune just about every 



 Ducati can’t make 

a rider more 

talented, but can 

take the fear out of 

having a go

 Aluminium 

Touratech boxes 

available on their 

own or in £1500 

Touring Pack

£16,690  
is just for 
starters

The Enduro doesn’t come cheap, costing 

£16,690 in red, or £200 more in white or 

grey, before being enhanced with 

accessories. These can be bought as 

packages, the combo most likely to be 

chosen being the £1500 Touring Pack of 

heated grips, handlebar bag and Touratech 

aluminium panniers. The Urban Pack of 

tankbag, USB cable and aluminium top box 

costs £853, the Sport Pack of Termignoni 

silencer plus billet aluminium reservoir and 

water pump covers is £917.10, and the 

Enduro Pack (foglamps, plus various 

protectors) is £799.64.



“Its all-terrain ability
and toughness add a
new dimension”
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 FIRST RIDES DUCATI MULTISTRADA 1200 ENDURO

parameter with a few presses of a button. 

It’s a brilliantly versatile system that helps 

make the Ducati remarkably rider-friendly. 

I was glad to retain the front-wheel ABS, 

which worked well even on loose downhill 

sections, and impressed by the semi-active 

Skyhook suspension, especially after I’d 

firmed up the Sachs units slightly from 

Enduro mode’s standard settings. With 

200mm of well-controlled travel (30mm 

more than the other Multistradas) it coped 

well with everything from ruts to 

occasional boulders.

The press-launch trick that even Ducati 

can’t replicate in the real world is the way 

that we emerged from the lunch stop onto 

Multistradas that were fitted not only with 

accessory Touratech aluminium panniers, 

but also with the Scorpion Trail II tyres that 

the bike wears as standard (rather than the 

Scorpion Rally tyres we’d used off road).

On tarmac, the Enduro is almost as 

superb a roadgoing all-rounder as the other 

Multistradas – and in fact has some distinct 

advantages. That big V-twin lump felt as 

wonderfully grunty as ever, if anything 

even more lively and responsive due to the 

lower gearing, and was so long-legged that 

I can’t see the bike seeming stressed on a 

long trip despite a marginally revvier 

cruising pace. The Enduro 

sounded even rortier than 

normal, perhaps because noise is

reflected up by the tank and its

side panels. 

Straight-line performance was

as immense as ever, especially in

Sport mode, which gave a notably

sharper response than Touring,

with a sweet throttle action and

an impressively strong delivery

from 5000rpm or below. 

That big fuel tank increases capacity by

50 per cent and extends realistic range to 

250 miles or more, even at my easily 

beaten average of just over 40mpg. It also 

gives some useful leg protection. And I was 

impressed by the screen, which is easily 

adjusted on the move in familiar Multi 

style, and on its highest setting gave a 

turbulence-free ride.

I was less impressed that the hand guards 

don’t give full wind protection, that heated 

grips aren’t standard and that the seat is not 

adjustable for height as it is on the other 

Multistradas. But it seemed comfortable, 

and at 870mm is only moderately tall for a 

big adventure bike. (There are 20mm 

higher or lower optional seats.) 

Its chassis performance was excellent on 

the open road: plush ride, precise steering, 

reassuring stability. The only times I really 

noticed a drawback was occasionally when 

using an extra touch of front brake on 

entering a tightening turn, when the forks 

dipped noticeably unless I was very gentle 

with the lever. Then again, the Brembo 

Monobloc front calipers are plumbed with 

Bosch’s brilliant cornering ABS system, so 

in theory I could have grabbed a big 

handful without worrying. In normal use 

the stoppers were predictably powerful.

 The Enduro also follows its KTM Super 

Adventure and Triumph Tiger Explorer 

rivals with a hill-hold feature that locks 

either brake with a firm press of lever or 

pedal when the bike is stationary. Standard 

features also include cornering headlights, 

keyless ignition, Bluetooth integration, 

under-seat USB socket and centrestand.

The Enduro’s all-terrain ability and 

toughness add a new dimension to the 

Multistrada, finally justifying Ducati’s line 

about it being four bikes in one. It’s an 

exciting, characterful, hugely capable 

machine that is as complete an all-rounder 

as anything in the class. ROLAND BROWN

SPEC DUCATI MULTISTRADA  
1200 ENDURO 

Price £16,690 red, £16,890 white or grey 

Engine 1198cc dohc V-twin, 4v per cyl, l/c 

Power 158bhp @ 9500rpm Torque 100.3lb.ft 

@ 7500rpm Transmission 6-speed, chain 

Frame tubular steel Front suspension 

48mm Sachs forks, semi-active damping  

Rear suspension Sachs shock, semi-active 

damping Front tyre 120/70 x 19in Rear  

tyre 170/60 x 17in Wheelbase 1594mm 

Rake/trail 25º/110mm Seat height 870mm 

Kerb weight 254kg Fuel tank 30 litres

GET A GRIP

Our test bike was fitted with 

Scorpion Rally tyres for the 

dirt and less knobbly Trail II for 

the road. Meanwhile, in 

the real world, owners will 

need to find the compromise 

that best suits their likely use.

HIGH AND MIGHTY

Enduro has more suspension 

travel, more ground clearance 

and a higher seat. It’s not 

adjustable, but higher and lower 

alternatives are available.

 Electronic 

chassis settings 

can be adjusted 

on the move with 

this switch
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FIRST RIDES MOTO GUZZI V9 ROAMER/BOBBER

Clean machines
New 853cc air-cooled pushrod engine
Tuned to grunt hard from just 3000rpm
Differences in wheels, tyres and bars

V9 ROAMER

Going for something of a 1970s

flavour, with a skinnier and

taller 19-inch front wheel

and higher handlebars.

and tyres differ,making slight

differences to overall dimensions

and the steering geometry,with

the Bobber having a little less

trail. The Roamer has a 19in front

with a 100/90 tyre,while the

Bobber has a 16in frontwith a

130/90 balloon tyre. Both have

16in rears, with a 150/80 tyre.

Most importantly, they share

the newV9 engine, a transverse

“The ride is
dominated by
the engine –
there’s a real
dynamic shove”

H
ERITAGEHAS BECOME big

business. That should be good for

Moto Guzzi, gathering theworld’s

press in theMandello del Lario

factory on the company’s 95th

birthday.We’re not here to look back but

to look forward,with the launch of an

entirely new line of bikes from the Italian

company, built around an all-new engine.

TheV9 family arriveswith twomodels: the

Roamer and the Bobber.

Of course, there is a strongwhiff of

heritage to proceedings. The new853cc

engine is air cooled and bothmodels have

been styled to look classic, albeit in a

thoroughlymodernway. The upright

Bobber has balloon tyres and a skinny seat,

while the Roamer has the 19in frontwheel

and pulled back bars of a ’70s light custom.

Both bikes look so achingly hipster cool

that I almostwish I’d grown a beard, got

some ink and packed a lumberjack shirt

for the trip.

Look past the styling and the two bikes

are virtually identical. They have the same

twin-cradle steel-tube frame, 40mm front

forks and twin shocks. Only thewheels

Bobber’s fat front

tyre take a little

getting used to
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SPEC MOTO GUZZI V9 BOBBER

Price £8136 Engine 853cc ohv 90° V-twin, 2v

per cyl, a/c Power 55bhp @ 6250rpm Torque

46lb.ft @ 3000rpm Transmission 6-speed,

shaft Chassis steel double cradle Front

suspension 40mm forks, 130mm travel, no

adjustment Rear suspension twin shocks,

adjustable preload Front brake 320mm disc,

4-piston caliper Rear brake 260mm disc,

2-piston caliper Front tyre 130/90-16 Rear

tyre 150/80-16Wheelbase 1465mm Rake/

trail 26.4°/119mm Seat height 780mm Kerb

weight 210kg Fuel capacity 15 litres

V9 BOBBER

Fatter 130-section, 16-inch

front wheel, balloon tyres and

straight bars give the Bobber

a slight US post-war vibe.

90° V-twin that makes 55bhp and 46lb.ft of 

torque. Despite being air cooled, this meets 

the strict Euro 4 emissions regulations. 

Though the cases are derived from the  

V7’s 750cc, the V9 has a new sump and oil 

system. Bore and stroke have increased (to 

84 x 77mm from 80 x 74mm) and the new 

piston and cylinder are housed in 

completely redesigned two-valve pushrod 

heads. These heads feature what Guzzi call 

“an auxiliary air system” which in layman’s 

terms is a finger-wide hole passing around 

the head, in addition to the fins, to aid the 

air-cooling. The double-skinned exhaust 

has a three-way cat.

It certainly sounds fruity. Our test ride 

heads off from the Guzzi factory around 

the shores of Lake Como, the exhaust 

booming throatily as the road cuts through 

tunnels. I’m riding the Roamer first and, 

though I’m 6ft 5in tall, it’s plenty big 

enough. The seat’s only 785mm high and  

is fairly narrow, but the slightly forward 

footpegs mean there’s plenty of leg room, 

with high bars completing a roomy riding 

position.  

The ride is dominated by the engine. The 

throttle is fairly light and the response is 

eager – the motor delivers its 46lb.ft of 

torque at just 3000rpm, so there’s a real 

dynamic shove. I’m not worried about 

cracking the throttle open wide, even  

on the wet Italian tarmac, as the V9s both 

have two-stage traction control (which can 

also be switched off). 

The sensation of speed building is 

impressive – aided by the very exposed 

riding position. The clutch uses a new, 

larger plate and the lever action is light, 

though the gear lever action is still a little 
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 FIRST RIDES MOTO GUZZI V9 ROAMER/BOBBER

If both V9 models already look as though

they could be older Guzzis that have been

customised by a beaded man in Shoreditch,

that’s deliberate – and there’s an extensive 

range of accessories to let you turn it into even

more of a complete custom motorcycle. There’s

everything from a short single seat and snarly

slash-cut exhaust for the Bobber to a small

screen and leather luggage for the Roamer,

not to mention a vast array of alternative bars,

grips, footpegs and so on.

MAKE IT YOURSheavy for my taste. Sixth gear is now an 

overdrive but, checking the simple, classic 

clock, even though it feels fast the speeds 

are actually pretty sensible. 

This is good when tighter turns approach. 

There’s a two-channel ABS system 

monitoring front and back brakes 

independently and the single front disc 

does have enough power, but I’m glad  

that a bit of engine braking helps shave 

momentum. Steering is light and 

surprisingly quick but, as with any bike 

with slightly raked-out forks and a big 

front wheel, it lacks the precision for 

high-speed cornering. 

Mind you, the V9 Roamer isn’t about

scorching through bends with your knee

down (bits of chassis will go down first,

anyway). It’s a bike built for brisk cruising,

soaking up the atmosphere at more 

moderate speeds. Especially if the road is

bumpy: the shocks are non-adjustable and

those twin shocks offer only preload

adjustment, but don’t do that much to

cushion you. After hitting one large bump

at speed, I nearly stopped to check my

vertebrae were all still there. 

At Bellagio, I switch to the Bobber. As it

has the same engine, frame and 

suspension as the Roamer, with the sa

SPEC MOTO GUZZI V9 ROAMER

Price £8036 Engine 853cc ohv 90° V-twin, 2v 

per cyl, a/c Power 55bhp @ 6250rpm Torque 

46lb.ft @ 3000rpm Transmission 6-speed, 

shaft Chassis steel double cradle Front 

suspension 40mm forks, 130mm travel, no 

adjustment Rear suspension twin shocks, 

adjustable preload Front brake 320mm disc, 

4-piston caliper Rear brake 260mm disc, 

2-piston caliper Front tyre 100/90-19 Rear 

tyre 150/80-16 Wheelbase 1465mm Rake/

trail 26.4°/125mm Seat height 785mm Kerb 

weight 210kg Fuel capacity 15 litres

brakes, ABS and traction control, I’m

expecting it to feel more or less the same.

After all, it’s on different tyres largely for

styling reasons, isn’t it? Not a bit of it. The

performance may be broadly the same,

but the experience is markedly different.

Those balloon tyres on the 16in rims do

feel different – disconcertingly so for the

first few miles, until I get used to them. But

the subtle change in riding position makes

a big difference too. Where the Roamer has

gently cowhorned handlebars, the 

Bobber’s are wider and flatter. Combined 

with sitting on a fractionally lower 

(780mm) seat, the riding position feels 

more aggressive – giving the Bobber

a completely different character.

That’s the key to the new V9s: they’re all

about the character. They’ve been built in 

the style of the classic Guzzis – no plastics, 

just aluminium side covers, steel frames 

and solid engineering throughout – and 

the finish is lovely. They have an authentic 

feel, but it’s underpinned by the modern 

engineering that gives traction control and 

ABS plus an air-cooled Euro 4 motor.

The Roamer is £8036 on the road, and 

the Bobber is £8136. Those are substantial 

sums, but these are substantial bikes – well 

finished, cleverly engineered and rich in 

heritage. And that’s something you can’t 

put a price on. SIMON WEIR

“That’s the key to the 
new V9s: they’re all 
about the character”

 Roamer’s higher 

handlebars make it 

feel more relaxed

 Guzzi’s extras include different 

flyscreens for the Bobber and Roamer



THE 
MONOFUSE
A TRUE 
REVOLUTION 
IN COMFORT.
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FIRST RIDES HONDA NC750X

Fruitier exhaust and more natural power delivery
Revised, sportier automatic DCT gearbox
 LED headlights, angled tyre valves, more storage

Finally: the NC750 
that’s fun to ride

Set the new clocks up right and they’ll

change colour as you ride. Like a disco

More storage

space under the

NC’s dummy tank

T
HE 2016 NC750X delivers on the 

promises made by the 2012 NC700 

and the 750 launched in 2014. It’s 

still practical, frugal, easy to live 

with and cheap to run – and is now 

much more fun to ride than before.

The changes are modest and some have 

been made because of the need to conform 

to Euro 4 emissions regulations. The new 

exhaust is shorter and internally revised 

with a new catalyser, without changing the 

engine’s power and torque output. The 

exhaust sounds fruitier, too.

The economical engine used to be a little 

clinical and uninvolving, with an unusually 

low rev limit that (on the manual version)

could mean jerky progress. Now it has

more natural power delivery, giving a more

conventional and rewarding ride.

The NC has also been made to look more

rugged, like the other members of Honda’s

X family. That’s meant to emphasise the

fact that it’s not just a modest commuter,

it’s also a fun weekend bike.

The bike we test-rode in Spain was fitted

with the optional DCT (Dual Clutch

Transmission) gearbox, revised to include

three settings within its automatic Sport

mode. The choice is Drive (conventional

auto), Sport 1, 2 or 3 – which offer slight 

differences in the aggressiveness of the

shifts – or Manual, operated by paddles on

the left handlebar. You can also use the

paddles to override the auto at any time,

and it will now let you downchange

manually at higher revs than was

previously possible. This latest generation

of DCT has some built-in clutch slip, for

smoother, more conventional-feeling

changes and its sensors detect when it’s on

a slope, adjusting accordingly.

I remain unconvinced by DCT – but the

more you use it, the more you get used to

it. I still feel lost without a clutch lever for

low-speed manoeuvring, but careful use of

the throttle does the job just fine.

Our test ride took in some town riding, a

bit of fast dual carriageway and a lot of hilly

hairpins. The new Showa front forks and

revised rear shock made a good job of 

keeping the X firmly attached to the road,

though did struggle on stretches of the

worst road surfaces.

The screen is now taller, the shape 

tweaked to reduce noise and buffeting, but

it remains non-adjustable. The riding 

position is good, with an excellent 

relationship between hands, backside and

feet. You feel engaged and in control, high 

and upright enough to get a good view of 

any traffic you’re weaving through.

Other changes include LED lighting front 

and rear, and a much neater position for 

the rear light. The instrument panel is new

and can be set up to change colour

depending on your gear and revs, which

must have seemed like a good idea down

the karaoke bar but seems silly on the road.

The storage area beneath the dummy fuel

tank is slightly bigger, though it still can’t

quite take a Shark Evoline.

The tyre valves are now L-shaped for

easy access. There’s a “utility rail” on the

dummy tank, which is a bit of plastic for

strapping a tankbag to. Accessories include

foglights, heated grips, a 12v socket,

panniers, two top boxes and a centrestand.

It’s a really well rounded package – more

fun, more involving, without any loss of

practicality. You probably wouldn’t fall in

love with it, but its versatility and value

command respect. COLIN OVERLAND



SPEC HONDA NC750X

Price DCT £6649, manual £6149 Engine 745cc dohc parallel twin, 

4v per cyl, l/c Power  54bhp @ 6250rpm Torque 50lb.ft @ 

4750rpm Transmission DCT or 6-speed manual, chain Chassis 

tubular steel diamond Front suspension 41mm forks, 154mm 

travel Rear suspension monoshock, preload adjustable, 150mm 

travel Front brake 320mm disc, 2-piston caliper Rear brake 

240mm disc, 1-piston caliper Front tyre 120/70-ZR17 Rear tyre 

160/60-ZR17 Wheelbase 1535mm Rake/trail 27°/110mm Seat 

height 830mm Kerb weight 230kg (manual 220kg) Fuel 

capacity 14.1 litres

The naked option
The naked NC750S gets the bulk of the X’s 2016 upgrades: new 

exhaust, revised DCT, fancy LCD instruments. The LED headlights are 

reserved for the SE version, but the basic model gets the neater new 

LED tail light. We like the looks and practical fairing of the X, but the S 

might be more appealing to the short legged 

as it sits closer to the road, with a seat height 

that’s 40mm lower. Prices start at £6149 

for the manual S.

Next month, we 

ride the Integra, the 

maxi scooter model.

Traditional aramid-based jeans o�er 

1-2 seconds of abrasion resistance.

Bull-it® jeans o�er three distinct levels, 

all of which are at least twice 
as protective.

8 seconds 
of abrasion resistance

THE FIRST CE EN 13595-1 LEVEL 2 APPROVED 
JEANS IN THE WORLD

6 seconds 
of abrasion resistance

THE BEST HIGH SPEED PROTECTION

4 seconds 
of abrasion resistance

THE BEST ALL-ROUND PROTECTION

Exclusively distributed by

Bull-it® jeans ofer water-resistance as standard

ALL NEW WEBSITE
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT 

BULL-IT’S EXTENSIVE 
JEAN RANGE VISIT 

www.oxfordproducts.com
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FIRST RIDES VICTORY OCTANE

Sportily styled cousin to Indian’s entry-level Scout
Bigger bore and revised gearing for a bit more go
Dragstrip image like the Harley V-Rod, for £4k less

Now can we av
the evil twin

Flyscreen eases the

back ache that’s part

of the cruiser package
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SPEC VICTORY OCTANE

Price £9799 Engine 1179cc dohc V-twin, 4v

per cyl, l/c Power 103bhp @ 8000rpm Torque

76lb.ft @ 6000rpm Transmission 6-speed,

belt Frame aluminium tubular steel Front

suspension 41mm forks Rear suspension

twin shocks, adjustable preload Front tyre

130/70 x 18in Rear tyre 160/70 x 17in

Wheelbase 1565mm Rake/trail 29º/

129.5mm Seat height 673mm Kerb weight

252kg Fuel capacity 12.9 litres

What’s next?
“Our Scout and Octane projects 

began together,” says Polaris

vice president Steve Menneto.

“From day one it was always the

plan to share the platform. When we started

doing our engineering on it we wanted to

get the right platforming strategy. That gives

us the authority and buying power and

economics; it’s no different when you look

at Volkswagen and Audi and Porsche.

“Right now we have an overlap but we

have different branding, so we’re playing in

similar segments. As we move to other

segments you’ll see more separation.

“Would we compete with Ducati in future?

Eventually those brands will be our

competitors, when we enter the market

with a different product. We will not take

them lightly. We understand the consumers

very well, and they would not accept

anything less than the highest quality

product. So when we move we’ll move with

the best we can put out – and it will be

highly competitive.”

V
ICTORY DIDN’T HOLD back 

when introducing their latest and 

most sporty V-twin, talking it up 

as a modern American 

musclebike with power to burn. 

Hence an inevitable sense of 

disappointment when the Octane was 

revealed looking distinctly like sister brand 

Indian’s Scout, which Indian describe as an 

entry-level model.

But the Octane is feeling pretty 

aggressive as I perform a smoky burn-out 

at the Daytona Beach dragstrip. When I let 

out the clutch with the revs near the 

8000rpm maximum, the Octane leaves a 

black line with its rear tyre as it trundles 

down the strip, hitting 107mph a quarter of 

a mile and just over 12 seconds later. Those 

dragstrip runs are part of parent company 

Polaris’s attempt to position Victory as the 

sporty American brand, leaving the 

nostalgia to Indian.

The Octane engine uses 2mm wider 

pistons to give a capacity of 1179cc, against 

the Scout’s 1133cc. Combustion chambers 

are reshaped, compression is up 

fractionally and the cams are slightly hotter 

for an increase of 3bhp. The belt-drive 

transmission’s larger rear sprocket gives 

shorter gearing, boosting acceleration.

Chassis layout follows the Scout in 

combining tubular steel with cast 

aluminium sections at front and rear. The 

rear section angles the twin shock units 

slightly more vertically. Like the 41mm 

forks, these use slightly stiffer, dual-rate 

springs, with damping revised to suit. The 

cast wheels are 18in front, 17in rear instead 

of the Indian’s two 16-inchers.

Styling is very like the Scout’s with the 

addition of a bikini fairing, with grey the 

only paint offered. The shotgun silencers 

are finished in black rather than chrome. 

Inside the fairing is a round speedo console 

that incorporates a small digital tacho. 

Straight-line performance is much like 

the Scout’s, which is to say respectably

quick and impressively flexible, with a

slightly stronger kick at the top end due to

the bigger bore, and a livelier feel at lower 

speeds. The bike was fast enough to be fun 

on the mostly straight roads around 

Daytona, staying smooth until it began to 

tingle slightly at much above 6000rpm.

On the highway it was initially fairly 

comfortable at 70mph, but the typically 

crunched up cruiser riding position 

eventually got a bit painful on my back. 

There was also some fun to be had on 

twistier roads. At 243kg dry the Victory is 

hardly a lightweight even by cruiser 

standards, but its wide handlebar gave 

enough leverage to get the bike changing 

direction without much effort. And the 

Octane’s redesigned aluminium front 

frame section, which is slightly slimmer 

than the Scout’s, allowed an extra degree of 

lean angle on either side, giving sufficient 

ground clearance for reasonably 

enthusiastic cornering before the pegs 

touched down.

Braking performance was much  

less satisfactory, particularly with our  

US-spec non-ABS test bikes. Though the 

front stopper is just a simple 298mm disc 

with twin-piston caliper it had way too 

much power for the Kenda tyre, even on 

dry roads. UK bikes get ABS; buyers should 

insist on better rubber.

Victory’s economy drive didn’t seem to 

have affected other areas, including build 

quality. Most impressive was the Octane’s 

transmission system, which shrugged off  

a huge amount of abuse at the drag-strip, 

where all the bikes survived a morning 

that would have put plenty of others out  

of action with fried clutches.

All of which suggests that the liquid-

cooled Polaris V-twin engine is strong 

enough to cope with considerably more 

horsepower. That in turn adds to the sense 

of disappointment that Victory’s engineers 

didn’t give the Octane a few more horses 

with which to back-up those brochure 

brags about muscle, power and adrenaline.

Let’s hope the Octane is just the first of a 

new breed of Victory cruisers whose 

performance will eventually live up to the 

hype. And meanwhile this moderately 

powerful machine is perfectly capable 

(tyres excepted) of keeping plenty of riders 

happy, provided they’re not expecting too 

much speed. Better still, at £9799 it’s a 

useful £700 less expensive than the Scout, 

and more than £4000 less than Harley’s 

considerable more muscular liquid-cooled 

musclebike, the V-Rod. As with the Indian, 

anyone planning two-up riding will need 

to add a pillion pad from the accessories 

catalogue, which also includes remote-

reservoir shocks and slip-on silencers.

 Let’s hope the firm’s copywriters have 

kept a few superlatives in reserve for when 

they really need them. ROLAND BROWN

 Victory  

say 65 per cent 

of parts are  

new, many of 

them cosmetic

 Engine  

and chassis 

fundamentals 

are shared  

with the Scout
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Best of Roadmaster and Vintage
 Screen and panniers off in seconds

I’m an Indian two
I

NDIAN HAVE WORKED fast to create 
a family of large-capacity V-twins 
since the famous old marque’s rebirth 
under Polaris ownership less than 
three years ago. The initial Chief 
Classic cruiser was launched 

alongside the screen-and-saddlebags 
Vintage and half-faired Chieftain, and has 
already been joined by the Roadmaster 
tourer and blacked-out Chief Dark Horse.

Now I’m riding through the old Florida 
city of St Augustine on the next of the 
family: the Springfield. The sun is gleaming 
off its chromed headlamp nacelle; an 
air-cooled V-twin engine beats lazily 
below a broad red gas tank with Indian’s 
curly logo on its sides. Right now the 
Springfield is a simple naked cruiser – but 
earlier this morning it was a tourer: 
rumbling north from Daytona Beach with 
its windscreen keeping off the breeze, and 
my gear stashed in its hard panniers.

The Springfield – named after the 
Massachusetts city where the old Indian 
firm’s Wigwam factory was located – is the 
sixth member of Indian’s family of 
air-cooled, 1811cc V-twins, and could 
almost count as the seventh model too. It’s 
the most versatile of the bunch, because its 
screen and panniers can be removed in 
moments to create a naked cruiser very 
similar to the Chief.

They’ve used the chassis from the 
Roadmaster, rather than the Vintage, 
complete with sharper 25⁰(instead of 
29⁰) rake angle that puts more weight 
over the front wheel, and rear 
shock that uses air assistance 

rather than a conventional 
spring. In other respects the
Springfield follows the Vintage,
though it has a neatly stitched
and studded black leather 
saddle instead of brown tassels,
and its 16-inch wheels are cast
and wear black tyres, rather
than wire-spokers with 
whitewalls. Its buckhorn bars
are more pulled back.

The Springfield felt much like
a Vintage as I set off from Daytona, looking
out over the tank-top expanse of chrome
and the big screen. The panniers aren’t 
wide enough to take even an open-face 
helmet, but they’re roomy and robust.

The heavily finned, pushrod-operated 
1811cc V-twin motor, shared with the other 
Chief models is a superbly torquey 
powerplant, grunting out its 103lb.ft peak 
torque at just 2600rpm. The Indian pulled 
from 1500rpm or so with effortless grace, 
and a pleasant throbbing feel that could 
hardly be described as vibration, even 
when the revs rose and the bike thundered 
forward at a respectably rapid rate.

On the freeway the Springfield sat with
80mph showing on the stylish tank-
mounted analogue speedo, holding its pace 
via the standard-fit cruise control, the big 
motor loping long-leggedly at just 

3000rpm, and the non-adjustable
screen doing an excellent job of 

adding to the luxurious feel. 
Shorter and taller screens are 
available and Indian also offer 

more than 180 accessories, 

from apehanger bars to the backrest and
topbox that would add further to the bike’s 
comfort and practicality. 

At 364kg dry the Springfield is a pretty 
hefty machine but still manageable, with 
excellent stopping power. Removing the 
screen and panniers sheds some weight, 
though they’re invaluable for longer trips.
Whether in cool urban cruiser or 
traditional American tourer form, it’s a 
memorably stylish, charismatic and 
enjoyable machine. ROLAND BROWN

SPEC INDIAN SPRINGFIELD

Price £19,599 Engine 1811cc pushrod V-twin, 

2v per cyl, a/c Torque 103lb.ft @ 3000rpm 

Transmission 6-speed, belt Frame 

aluminium Front suspension 46mm forks,  

no adjustment Rear suspension monoshock, 

air adjustable Front tyre 130/90-16  

Rear tyre 180/65-16 Wheelbase  

1701mm Rake/trail 25º/133mm  

Seat height 660mm Dry  

weight 372kg Fuel capacity  

20.8 litres

 Two-bikes-in-one 

concept is the same as  

the Harley Switchback

FIRST RIDES INDIAN SPRINGFIELD

 One bike can be both 

naked cruiser and 

traditional US tourer
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SIRIUS £69.99 OUTLAST
®

SEATTLE £179.99
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BALTIMORE £319.99
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®

SEATTLE £199.99

OUTLAST
®

MEMPHIS £179.99
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S PA C E - T E S T E D.

R O A D - P R O V E N .
T H E  N EW O U T L A S T  R A N G E

F O R  E V E R Y  B U D G E T ,  R I D E  &  S E A S O N



The BMW K1600GTL’s decade-newer design is abundantly evident: it’s a 

whole person lighter than the Wing, more powerful, has stronger brakes 

and utterly outguns the Honda for gadgets and gizmos. And yet, faced 

with a week in either saddle, we’ll still take the Wing. The controls might 

feel a bit clunky and chunky, but even 15 years on it still remains the 

high-water mark of lavish, sumptuous, long-range indulgence. 
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 BIKES

THE VERDICT

HELPING YOU CHOOSE BETWEEN TWO GREAT USED BIKES

TO

 Don’t you hate 

it when someone 

turns up wearing 

the same outfit?

 Every bit as much 

fun to ride on your 

own as two-up

Yes, the BMW is faster, more agile, and its gadgetry

and chassis more sophisticated than the Wing’s (almost

unchanged since 2001). The Honda has no electric

screen, fancy suspension, hill hold control or advanced

traction control. But it has everything else – cruise,

stereo with multiple inputs, sat nav, heated seats and grips,

cavernous luggage, central locking, even an airbag option.

And the Wing’s 1832cc flat six, in two banks of three opposed

pistons, is not of this world. It winds up with a whooshing roar, then

hurls the Honda down the road at an utterly indecent rate given its

mass. The BMW might be impressive, but what the Wing can do is

impossible. I’ve never piloted a spaceship from an armchair, but I

bet it’s like threading a GL1800 down a twisty road.

Its colossal aluminium frame and swingarm, beefy suspension

and strong brakes compress the Wing to manageable proportions.

It handles way better than it should. But the thing that crushes the

K1600GTL is its ultimate-ness. They simply don’t come any grander,

nor with any greater presence. As a statement of opulence, comfort,

luxury and look-at-the-size-of-that-thing, the Goldwing blows every

other bike off the road. SIMON HARGREAVES It’s 2011. The economy is in the toilet, bike sales are in

freefall, and unleaded is searing towards £1.40 a litre.

And into this nervous balance BMW drop a bomb: their

biggest, fastest, trickest tourer ever. Poverty, modesty 

and frugality be damned – they’ve only gone and built a 

six-cylinder grand tourer. Except they haven’t only done that. There’s 

a luxury version too, with a larger fuel tank, tweaked ergonomics, 

standard-fit stereo and even more luggage: the K1600GTL.

It could have been crazier – BMW had considered a V8. Instead they 

settled for a straight six just a few inches wider than the four in their 

K1300. And yet they still found space for 158bhp and 130lb.ft, with 

90lb.ft – a whole 1200cc boxer engine – at little more than tickover.

Many motors get compared to turbines, but none deserves the 

description like this. Perfect balance makes it glassy smooth, driving 

flawlessly from just 30mph in the overdrive sixth gear. The chassis, 

despite the visual bulk, steers faster than an R1200GS. The spec 

includes (almost literally) everything. And piercing xenon headlights 

not only self-level for braking and accelerating, but aim round corners.

The GTL is a cutting-edge supersized wonder – an iPhone 6S Plus 

next to the Goldwing’s Motorola Bag Phone. MARTIN FITZ-GIBBONS

2001–on Honda GL1800 Goldwing
£7500-£23,499 (new) 117bhp 125mph 421kg  1832cc flat six 

“Like piloting a spaceship from an armchair” 

2011–on BMW K1600GTL
£9000-£18,125 (new) 158bhp 137mph 348kg  1649cc inline six

“A cutting-edge supersized wonder”



www.mitas-moto.com

Mitas Moto

Mitas SPORT FORCE+ radial motorcycle tyre.

A new generation of  motorcycle tyres for sport, 

naked and touring motorcycles.
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USED BUYING GUIDE with Kev Raymond

Hard and fast sportsbike is surprisingly practical on the road

Kawasaki ZX-10R
2004-2010

I
T’S FAIR TO say that Kawasaki got a serious kicking in the 

sportsbike market in the ’90s and early ’00s. They missed the boat

completely when Honda’s original FireBlade redefined litre-class

sportsbikes, and when they did respond (with 1994’s ZX-9R) it 

was a much cruder, less usable take on the theme. And they never

really caught up – despite numerous updates the ZX-9R always 

seemed to be several steps behind the competition.

At the same time Yamaha had triumphed with the R1, followed by 

Suzuki’s brilliant GSX-R1000. But Kawasaki’s all-new ZX-10R of 2004 

was a whole different kettle of halibut. It wasn’t the most sophisticated

sportsbike, it wasn’t the fastest, it wasn’t the best-handling, but for pure

thrills, for the clocks smacking you in the face when the tacho hit 

about 7000rpm, it was pretty much unbeatable. And it looked 

fantastically aggressive – small, hunched, ready to spring. The 2006

update brought underseat pipes, but 2008’s revision took them away

again and brought in sharper styling. It wasn’t until 2011 when

electronics arrived to smooth off the ZX-10R’s rough edges.

For now, though, we’re going to concentrate on the pre-traction

control, pre-ABS, hairy-chested, howling demons built from 2004 to

2010. There are plenty for sale at the moment, and with all that power

starting from around £3500, there are bargains to be had. But first you

have to know what to look for…

998cc of pure aggression, boiled down to its essentials. Kawasaki 

claimed 172bhp for the original ZX-10R, which was optimistic, but

a real 160-odd is plenty for most – especially as it was delivered 

with a smack. Later models had improved (or at least smoothed) 

delivery which made them easier to ride. Suspension is quality 

Kayaba kit front and rear, fully adjustable but set up on the stiff 

side as standard. Brakes are posh-looking radial calipers. 

WHAT IS IT?

WHAT TO PAY

What’s it like
on the road?
Bipolar. Even when new, these early ZX-10Rs were

old-school – all power and stiffness and barely

controlled attitude. You know as soon as you fold

yourself into the bum-up, head-down riding position

that you’re not in for a relaxed ride, and at low

speed the stiff suspension will be rattling your

fillings over bumps. You’ll probably find the fuelling

a bit snatchy, and there’s not as much midrange as

you might expect. But when it hits 7000rpm all hell

breaks loose, with a characteristic Kawasaki airbox

howl, and the horizon either coming at you very fast

or disappearing as the front wheel comes up. When

it comes down you’d better be careful not to hold

on too tight or land it out of line, especially on the

first models, or you risk it threating to snap into a

tankslapper. Fortunately threatening is as far as it

usually goes – it’s not really unstable. In fact if 

you’re well-upholstered or well-loaded enough to

get the suspension working, there’s no reason why

a ZX-10R can’t commute, tour or bimble along back

lanes. That’s what most of the owners we spoke to

do most of the time. But it’s nice to know there’s a

big shot of adrenaline ready any time you fancy…

£3500-£5000
A choice of early (2004-2007) models. Don’t be afraid of relatively 

high miles if the overall condition is good or there are plenty of 

useful extras. Few will be completely standard anyway.

£5300-£7250
Again, there should be a fair bit of choice. If you can find one, a

clean 2010 model is probably the best of the bunch, with a better

gearbox and a couple of other minor mods.

Early ZX-10Rs

can get a little frisky

when powered down

punishing roads
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What do you get for your money?

 Others boast 

more power, tech 

or class, but the 

ZX-10R is a flag 

of furious intent. 

But that’s not all…

Well, you don’t get any gadgets. No riding 
modes, no ABS, no traction control, no 
anti-wheelie, just lots of power, lots of brakes, 
lots of attitude. The first model from 2004 is the 
simplest, in some ways crudest, and in some 
ways the most fun to ride, so long as you’re in 
the mood for raw acceleration and wheelies.

The 2006-2007 underseat-piped version is 
more refined, with slightly plusher suspension 
(although all things are relative) and smoother 
power delivery, as well as an Öhlins steering 
damper. The 2008-2010 versions are still more 
user friendly, but just as basic in terms of 
electronics.

Most used bikes will have aftermarket cans 
by now, and it’s worth paying extra for evidence 
the fuelling has been set to suit – that means not 
just fitting a Power Commander or similar, but 
taking the time and care to adjust it properly. 
There should be no low-down stumbles or flat 
spots, just seamless, relentless drive.

 Pillion seat 

doesn’t look 

luxurious, but 

some owners 

find it ideal

 Underseat 

end cans were 

a two-year fad 

in the Ninja’s 

evolution
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What owners say...
LEWIS EYERS IS the sort of bloke you’d 
expect to ride a ZX-10R - a 40-year-old 
trackday fiend with a biking history 
going back to schoolboy motocross 
followed by unbroken road riding. 

“I now know I was a complete idiot on 
the road until I was 35,” he tells us. “Now 
I’m a proactive, safe rider, with an 
emphasis on progress and road safety.” 

That’s on the road – on the track he’s 
elbow-down confident, and loves his 
heavily modified 2009 ZX-10R: “It was 
the natural progression from my Suzuki 
GSX-R1000K6, which it now leaves for 
dead on trackdays – it’s more practical

two-up as well. It also kills a pal’s 2015 
Yamaha R1 – that’s more from set-up 
than power, although my ZX-10R has got 
a genuine 170bhp at the rear wheel. It’s a 
bitch to set up the suspension – I’ve got 
an Öhlins shock and K-Tech fork 
upgrade. But crack that and you’ve got a 
bitchin’ monster.”

Gary Smith has done his share of track 
time but his 2005 ZX-10R is mostly kept 
for the road – he’s put 30,000 miles on it 
since buying it new. “For a 10-year-old 
bike it has still got the get up and go of
some of the newer bikes, and in the right
hands is a potent machine.

focused on road riding, and mostly
two-up road riding at that. He’s put
36,000 miles on his 2009 model, mostly
with his wife riding shotgun.

“We’ve been known to do 800 miles in
one day. We ride from Kent to Saint-
Tropez in one go each year for our
holiday – we stop every 80 miles or so
for a comfort break so we don’t get tired
or develop aches and pains. We like the
bike for its power and the exciting way
it’s delivered. And it’s gorgeous in pearl
white – always gets lots of looks.

“Because of riding two-up it used to be
a bit wallowy on bumpy roads, so I’ve
had the suspension set harder for two.
The brakes aren’t great – because of
riding two-up I’ve got through five sets
of rear pads (and a disc) and just one
set of front pads.”

Every year the Bromleys ride the length of

France in one hit on their ’09 ZX-10R, and love it

Gary Smith has done it all on his 2005 ZX-10R,

from trackdays to riding to France several times

“It’s potent – the grin 
factor is off the scale” 
Gary Smith, 2005 ZX-10R owner

myself such as oil, fluids, brakes and 
filters, which are easy enough for me. If 
it needs the shims or anything major I do 
have a dealer do it for me. I have done 
four trips to France – three times to the 
Mont Blanc area and once to Biarritz. I 
was quite surprised the first time we 
went – I expected to have a bad back 
and aching body by the time we got 
there after approximately 850 miles, but 
I didn’t. Overall the bike is so much fun 
and so easy to ride I don’t think I will 
ever sell it.”

Richard Bromley is much more 

“The grin factor is off the scale. 
Good at long trips, not too 
uncomfortable scratching down 
lanes, great at trackdays – I’ve  
done it all on this bike and it’s still 
going strong. 

“I try to do most of the servicing 

What will 
it cost me?
Insurance
City dwellers take a big hit on insurance 

premiums, with fully comp for a 45- 

year-old rider with five years’ no-claims 

starting at just shy of £500. That’s for a 

2011 ZX-10R worth around £8000. Even 

TPFT is around £240. Rural owners get  

a much better deal, with the same rider 

finding fully comprehensive cover for the 

same bike for just £173, and TPO for £111.

SPEED MPG RANGE

Slow 50 165 miles

Average 42 138 miles

Fast 30 99 miles

FUEL ECONOMY

Bridgestone RS10
£207 a pair
Super-sticky trackday tyres

that are still good on the road,

but they are a bit slow to warm

on cold days. Better for sunny

Sundays rather than every day.

Pirelli Diablo
Rosso 2 £188 a pair
Dual-compound all-purpose

tyres with pretty good mileage

in general use, but with enough

edge grip for knee-down antics

should the mood take you.

Michelin Pilot Power
2CT £167 a pair
 Affordable dual-compound 

tyres with good life and stability 

- profile seems to suit the 10R 

too. Favoured by high-mileage 

tourers and commuters.

Owners’ tyre tips

Prices are mail order from www.blackcircles.com – add £11.50 per pair for P&P



 

TEAM WD-40
Since the WD-40 Specialist Motorbike 

launch, the company have worked with GR 
Motosport racing team, as title sponsors. 
Now preparing for the third season, the team 
have two riders competing in the prestigious 
British Superbike series. For the second year 
running, the Superbike line-up will consist of 
Dublin’s Jack Kennedy, who will be building 
on his regular slot within the top ten from 
last year. The team also welcome new rider 
Sam Hornsey, who will be stepping up from 
British Supersport to Superbikes, after a run 
of podium fi nishes in 2015.  

It’s welcome back to Scottish born Tarran 
Mackenzie, who is the son of three-time 
British Superbike Champion Niall, to make 
sure Team Manager Brent Gladwin is kept 
on his toes. Finally, we have a young rider 
Josh Bannister who, at 6 years old, is taking 
the FAB Championship by storm. Of the 
exciting, new look team, Gladwin had this 
to say: “Geoff Crust and I have put together 
a great team, with some of the best crew 
in the paddocks. Andy Jamison and Danny 
Wright, led by Geoff, are a formidable team 
and with two strong young riders in Jack and 
Sam we’re aiming high for the future. I have 
to thank all our partners for their support in 
this project and we are looking forward to 
rewarding their faith in us.”

Chains should be cleaned & lubed/waxed
aft id

Follow us for exclusive information and giveaways

Original WD40 UK and        @OriginalWD40_UK

W 
e’ve all heard of WD-40. The versatile 
multi-use lubricant has been in 
garages and workshops around 

the world for the last 60 years. However, 
were you aware of the WD-40 Specialist 
Motorbike range?  This new line of products 
has been specifi cally designed for use on 
motorbikes and aims to give riders and 
mechanics solutions that can live up to the 
reputation of the much loved blue and yellow 
can.

So what exactly are these new products, 
what do they do and how should they be 

used? Well, funny you should ask that…

Chain Cleaner
Chain maintenance is absolutely crucial to 

the wellbeing of any bike. Chain Cleaner should 
be used after every ride (and before applying 
a lube) to ensure chains stay free from dirt, 
oil, dust and grime. This product is easy to use 
and dries in minutes, helping to reduce wear 
on the chain, ensuring a longer life and better 
performance.

Chain Lube
Once the chain has been thoroughly cleaned, 

now is the time to lube it. Chain Lube provides 
fantastic, long lasting lubrication and protection 
for your chain in dry conditions. It’s quick 
drying, compatible with all chain types and has 
fantastic anti-fl ing properties, meaning more 
lube on your chain and less on your bike and 
clothing.

Chain Wax
Chain Wax is similar to Chain Lube. The key 

difference is that Chain Wax has higher anti-
corrosive properties, making it more suitable 
for wet conditions. Chain Wax (like Lube) should 
be applied after every ride once the chain has 
been cleaned.  Following this simple procedure 
can drastically extend the life of your chain and 
save you money.

Brake Cleaner
This should be a crucial part of your weekly 

maintenance routine. It’s fantastic for removing 
brake dust, dirt, oil and fl uid from brake and 
clutch systems. Regular use can help prolong 
the life of your brake discs and pads.

Total Wash
We all like our bike to look shiny and new. 

This all-purpose cleaner quickly cuts through 
traffi c fi lm and road grime. It leaves a great 
fi nish and the best bit is that it’s safe to use all 
over your bike.

Wax & Polish 
Once your bike is clean, now is the time to 

shine it up.  Wax & Polish will leave your bike 
with a deep glossy shine. The formula contains 
carnauba wax, one of the hardest naturally 
occurring waxes, which provides a wet look 
fi nish and long lasting shine. Watch the water 
simply bead and slip straight off your bike.

Silicone Shine
This gives a great all-over shine to your bike. 

Quick and easy to apply, with no need to buff. 
This can also extend the life of coolant hoses as 
it helps prevent premature aging and cracking.
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What to look o ...
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Owners andmechanics highlight
the ZX-10R’s weak spots

models. Careful throttle-body balancing

helps a lot, but otherwise one solution if

you find it gives you numb hands is to

pack some roofer’s lead into the ends of

the handlebars. Yes, really – it works. In

fact 2007-on bikes had lead weights as

standard. There shouldn’t be serious

vibration, though – if there is, check

the thrust washers on the alternator

driveshaft. Any wear there will cause

big problems.

3
BODYWORK

Early models in particular always

had problems with cracking and

crazing bodywork, and it’s likely to get

worse with age as the plastic gets more

brittle. Try to avoid twisting it too much

when removing and refitting, and if holes

and brackets don’t line up properly, try

and shim or bend bracketry until it does,

to avoid stress on the plastics.

1
BRAKES

A surprising number of complaints

about the brakes. Seems they feel

strong, but they’re inclined to fade quickly

under hard use, whether on track or

descending mountains two-up. You can

fit the improved calipers and discs from

the 2008-10 model to the earlier

versions. Some owners recommend

upgrad later ZZR1400 calipers, but

others n you just need to ditch the

standard hoses and pads in favour of

braided lines and HH-grade pads, with

SBS, EBC and Carbone Lorraine’s new

XBK5 compound being popular. You also

need to keep on top of cleaning, as dust

builds up on the caliper pistons and stops

them moving freely.

2
VIBRATION

It’s a bit of a vibey engine,

especially in the ’04 and ’05

Know your...
Kawasaki ZX-10Rs

2004-2005 ZX-10R C1H/C2H
 First of the breed. Short, light, brutal power 

delivery. Full titanium exhaust with side exit.
Black, blue and green for 2004; silver replaces
blue for 2005. £3500-£4800

2008-2009 ZX-10R E8F/E9F
Back to side-exit exhaust (with odd flared

can), completely revised bodywork and chassis.
Claimed 185bhp. Öhlins steering damper on top
yoke. Gre k, orange, blue (’08), white/black
(’09 only) -£6750

2006-2007 ZX-10R D6F/D7F
Easy to identify, thanks to short-lived twin

underseat exhaust design. Shorter swingarm,
Öhlins steering damper, projector headlights.
Black or green. Titanium finish for 2006 only.
£3800-£5200

2010 ZX-10R FAF
Only a light update, but improved gearbox,

slight changes to bodywork, and a posher Öhlins
steering damper. Black, green. £6200-£7500



JUNE 2016 | 83

Service schedule
The service schedule is based on

4000-mile interim services – really just

visual checks and fluid level checks, so

not really worthy of paid workshop time, 

although some owners opt to change the  

oil at this service as well. The normal main 

service is at 7500 miles, with oil and filter 

change, throttle balancing and spark plugs 

replaced. The main valve clearance service 

comes at 15,000 miles. The ZX-10R is a 

pretty conventional bike, so no complicated 

diagnostics or electrical pitfalls, but access 

is tight for top-end servicing, especially 

changing the plugs – although it’s not as 

difficult as the manual makes out, once  

you know what you’re doing. 

New and used  
parts prices
Genuine service parts aren’t too bad –  

oil and air filters come out at £9.36 and 

£30.46 respectively, while clutch friction 

plates are just £13.69 each. A lower fairing 

costs around £250, and a generator stator 

just under £270.

There’s plenty of choice of aftermarket 

bits too. For example, www.wemoto.com 

list a high-capacity battery for £48.32, 

front wheel bearing kit for £20.50, front 

discs from £140 each, pads from £20 a 

pair, and heavy-duty chain and sprocket 

kits from around £90.

Used parts are plentiful, although some 

bodywork parts are hard to come by. We’ve 

seen complete front forks for around £300, 

clocks for £130, a decent radiator for a 

bargain £75 and brake calipers for £40 

each, so keeping an earlier ZX-10R on 

the road needn’t cost the earth.

4 
CLUTCH SLIP

Lots of power puts lots of strain 

on the clutch and once it starts  

to slip, it’ll quickly go downhill. Catch it in 

time, though, and you’ll probably only 

need to change one or two plates rather 

than replace the whole stack.

5 
ELECTRICS

Problems with electrics tend 

to be more age-related then 

fundamental issues – often traced 

back to things like poor earths, dodgy 

connections and cracking wiring. 

Problems caused by incompetent alarm 

installations are more common than 

faults with components.

One tip - the rubber cap on the oil 

pressure light switch can fill with water, 

shorting it out and causing the red light of 

death to come on. To avoid heart attacks, 

clean it out and seal with silicone. 

6 
CRASH AND TRACK DAMAGE

Quite a few ZX-10Rs have made 

their way onto trackdays, which 

is fine. But if it’s a regular track tool you 

might want to steer clear of it as a road 

bike. Look for chipped wheels from tyre 

changes, evidence of lockwiring on plugs 

and bolts, worn suspension adjusters 

and suspiciously clean bodywork on  

an otherwise well-used looking bike.

7 
SUSPENSION

Forks and shock are set firm for 

road riding. Take time to remove, 

clean and regrease all suspension 

linkages and pivots, and the head 

bearings – makes a big difference to 

suspension feel. Also worth changing the 

fork oil if you don’t know when it was last 

done – it’s often neglected, causing poor 

suspension operation and accelerated 

wear to fork sliders and bushes.

“There’s plenty 
of choice of 
aftermarket bits”

 A Ninja that’s done 

a few trackdays 

should be fine, but  

a life spent on track 

might mean trouble

Parts and 
servicing
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THE  VERDICT

“A lot of riders prefer 
their power neat, not 

watered down”

SPEC 2004 KAWASAKI ZX-10R

Engine 998cc dohc inline four, 4v per cyl, l/c

Power 172bhp @ 11,700rpm

Torque 85lb.ft @ 9500rpm

Transmission 6-speed, chain

Chassis aluminium twin spar

Front suspension 43mm forks, 120mm travel, 

adjustable preload, rebound and compression

Rear suspension monoshock, adjustable 

preload, rebound and compression

Front brake 300mm discs, 4-piston calipers

Rear brake 220mm disc, single-piston caliper

Front tyre 120/70 ZR17

Rear tyre 190/50 ZR17

Wheelbase 1385mm

Rake/trail 24°/102mm

Seat height 825mm

Dry weight 170kg

Fuel capacity 17 litres

 Living with a ZX-10R 

isn’t all straitjackets 

and dribble – it can be 

an obedient road bike

Coming soon...
In future issues we’ll be running used buying guides on the 2011-on Ducati Diavel, the
2010-on Triumph Sprint GT and the 2010-on Honda VFR1200F. If you own (or owned)
one of these, we want to hear from you. Email Kev at ridemagazine@orange.fr

ON THE FACE of it, the Kawasaki ZX-10R

is a pure headbanger’s sportsbike -

uncompromising, stiff, brutally powerful

and only suitable for trackdays, 

wheelies and roundabout surfing. But

in the real world plenty of owners use

them as daily transport and, as we’ve

seen, even fully loaded two-up touring.

In fact standard suspension on earlier

bikes actually works better two-up.

As an all-round road bike, the later the

model, the more civilized they get (and

the 2011-on models are better still). But

a lot of riders prefer to take their power

neat, not watered down with electronic

rider aids.

The consensus among ZX-10R 

afficionados is that of the early models,

the 2008-on bikes are the best all-

rounders, the ’06/’07 version the worst,

and the ’04/’05 are the most fun. It’s you

choice, but it’s always worth getting a

test ride. The riding position on earlier

versions is pretty extreme, and while

that sledgehammer power delivery is

a hoot in the right circumstances, it

doesn’t make for a relaxing everyday

ride. But if you need a bike that can 

satisfy your inner hooligan, smash 

trackdays and still take you off for a 

trip to the south of France then, if your 

knees are up to it, a ZX-10R can be an 

affordable way into superbikes.

USEFUL CONTACTS
www.mcnbikesforsale.com

www.kawasakioriginalparts.com

www.wemoto.com | www.zx10r.co.uk





RUNNING REPAIRS

Both fork seals were replaced

(after 30,000 and 35,000 miles

respectively), the chain’s been

replaced four times and there

have been five sets of new tyres.

WORLD-BEATER

It may not have been designed

for long distances, but Steph’s

plucky little 250 has taken her

to six continents and counting.
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Small bike for a
big adventur
Steph Jeavons is riding a CRF250L around the world.
40,000 miles in, here’s why she chose a 250 trail bike

 BIKES 

B
IKERS LOVE RIDING bikes, just 

like dogs like to hang out of car 

windows with their tongues 

flapping. We are free when we get 

on two wheels. Beyond that

fundamental agreement, there are many

areas where bikers disagree – not least big

bike vs small bike, which

seems to strike a raw nerve

with a lot of people.

As far as I’m concerned, the only

question you need to answer about a bike

is does it make you feel good? This isn’t a

football match, after all – you don’t need to

take sides.

I have ridden my Honda CRF250L for

40,000 miles now, through six continents

and 31 countries –and I’ve discovered a

thing or two about the four-stroke single

along the way...

Follow Steph’s

continuing adventure

at onestephbeyond.com
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Why choose a small bike?
I chose a small bike for various reasons. I 

wanted a simple but effective machine, 

and I wanted something light and narrow. 

These factors combined would give me 

the confidence I needed to go off the 

beaten track and venture more into the 

unknown. As a solo rider, this was 

particularly important to me. I was not 

about to compromise on the adventure 

for the sake of comfort.

Is it fast enough?
Once you get used to riding a 250cc, it 

can be quite a buzz. Literally – you feel a 

lot more on a hard-working small-

capacity single. There is very little 

smoothing your way on the CRF. No 

computers, no ride-by-wire, no 

electronically self-adjusting suspension, 

no ABS. It’s back to basics and it feels 

good. You have to change your mindset. 

The downside to this is that you do not 

have the acceleration of a bigger bike. 

This can be a hindrance when you have a 

long day of busy truck-filled roads. You 

really have to be able to calculate your 

overtaking opportunities more precisely. 

after a while. I find it only becomes a pain

on longer and less eventful days. That is

when I notice it and start shifting around

to ease the pressure points. I try to keep 

my days to 200 miles or less, and take 

quality over distance wherever possible. 

How reliable is it?
After 40,000 miles I have replaced the 

chain and sprockets four times, the tyres 

five times, and the oil every 4000 miles or 

so (half the distance that the book 

recommends). Both fork seals were 

replaced – one at around 30,000 miles 

and the other at 35,000 miles.

And how rugged?
The CRF has a skinny frame. It was not 

designed with heavy luggage in mind and 

so I found my sub-frame snapping in 

Indonesia (around 20,000 miles) after 

hundreds of miles of corrugated and 

rough roads. This was easily repaired 

and caused me only a day’s delay. I have 

known bigger bikes to have exactly the 

same problem. There are no guarantees, 

whatever you choose. 

So, did I choose the right bike?
This little Honda and I have squeezed 

through unforgiving traffic and dragged 

ourselves out of countless muddy offs. 

There are many times I can honestly say I 

thanked the stars for a small bike. 

There were a handful of times, of 

course, where I wished for a V-Max with 

an Electra-Glide seat. But my main 

priorities were reliability, off-road

agility and weight. The CRF has ticked all

those boxes.

Whatever ride you choose, you will

undoubtedly develop a bond with your

bike, forged from a long-term

commitment to work together through

thick and thin. Thankful for the good

days, forgiving of the bad, tackling

obstacles together – and, with luck,

sticking together to the end.

I did reduce the size of my front sprocket 

to give me a little more top end for these 

occasions and that has made a big 

difference. But I always intended to take 

the back roads and dirt tracks where 

possible, so speed was never going to be 

my priority.

How comfortable is it?
If I’d wanted comfort I would have 

chosen a reclining armchair. That’s what  

I tell people who question how 

comfortable that seat can be. But really 

they deserve a fuller, franker answer. 

The CRF250L was not designed for 

long journeys. What 250 trail bike was? 

The seat is narrow and about as soft as a 

prize-winning pickled conker. I did buy an 

Air Hawk before I left and used it 

occasionally. I find they get in the way as 

you get on and off and I do not appreciate 

the extra height it adds to the bike, either. 

I added a bit of width to the seat while 

in Thailand, where I found a willing 

upholsterer at a very reasonable price. I 

am not sure it made that much difference 

in the end, though. No matter what you 

ride, your bum is going to get a little sore

 It’s on dirt tracks that the Honda comes into 

its own and puts a smile on Steph’s weary face

 Wallaby not 

impressed by 

250’s luggage 

capacity

“No matter 
what you ride 
your bum is 
going to get a 
little sore”

But what’s it like closer to home?
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 FIRST RIDES HONDA CRF250L

SPEC HONDA CRF250L

Price £4299 Engine 250cc dohc 4v single, l/c

Power 23bhp @ 8500rpm Torque 16lb.ft @

7000rpm Transmission 6spd, chain

Chassis steel, semi-double cradle

Front suspension 43mm forks, 251mm

travel Rear suspension rising-rate

monoshock, 239mm travel Front brake

256mm disc, 2-piston caliper Rear brake

220mm disc, single-piston caliper Front tyre

3.00-21 Rear tyre 120/80-18 Wheelbase

1445mm Seat height 875mm Fuel

capacity 7.7 litres Kerb weight 144kg

How does the CRF cope with some more mundane challenges?

Meanwhile, back in Blighty...
I HAD A 100-mile journey to make, on a 

single-cylinder trail bike making just 

23bhp. “This,” I thought, “probably won’t 

be much fun.” I set off expecting the 

CRF250L to be overwhelmed by every 

other road user. Yet two hours later, I 

arrived home with a big grin on my face. 

It had turned out to be not just capable 

and sensible, but good fun and at times 

rather rewarding.

It’s speedy enough to mix it with traffic 

far more readily than you’d expect. Of 

course, its low power restricts your 

pace, but the smooth, free-revving 

motor gets you ahead of the majority of 

cars in town quite comfortably. Then, 

as their speeds rise, you can set 

your own pace and generally stay 

ahead, provided you don’t go picking 

fights with Porsches.

What you don’t have is much 

acceleration when you’re 

cruising at 50-60mph. 

Overtaking takes on a much 

greater significance, requiring 

careful forward planning. Getting 

things right and moving ahead is 

pretty satisfying.  

If you’re used to bigger bikes, you 

won’t believe how light and bicycle-like 

the softly sprung 250 feels. You need to 

get used to its rapid responses and 

adjust your inputs, otherwise you’ll be 

darting about in an undignified manner.

At first, the contact patch of the 

dual-purpose tyres feels like it’s 

measured in square millimetres, not 

centimetres. The reality is that they grip 

well enough, but they don’t give much 

feel until you load them up with some 

hearty acceleration, cornering and 

braking forces. The front brake isn’t the 

sharpest around, but it’s friendly and 

progressive enough to pull up the 

lightweight Honda.  

Six days, and around 400 miles, of off-road riding

in the Spanish Pyrenees couldn’t bring anything

but praise for the CRF250L. It’s well short of the

price of a pukka enduro bike (around £3000 less 

than a KTM 250 EXC), yet the Honda lapped up 

the mountain trails. After I’d fitted Bridgestone 

Gritty street-legal enduro tyres, most of the 

routes weren’t at all challenging for the Honda.  

I bottomed out the limited-travel suspension 

from time to time, and the gap between first and 

second gears is too wide. If I owned one, I’d fit 

some hinged gear and rear brake levers, 

handguards and a more solid bash plate. But with 

a much lower seat height, far longer 8000-mile 

service intervals, and a more friendly power 

delivery than a genuine enduro machine, the little 

Honda has the potential to become a classic trail 

bike, good for novices and old hands alike.

Two hours in the saddle feels comfy 

enough on the bum, and a lack of sheer 

speed means the absence of any wind 

protection is academic; 100-mile, 

two-hour stints are no problem. Thanks 

to consumption of 70-90mpg, you won’t 

need to stop for premature refuelling 

either, with between 100-130 miles 

possible from a tank. 

I’d suspected the CRF250L would be 

just too weedy to deal with anything but 

running around town. But this nicely built 

and well mannered 250 is way more 

capable than that. CHRIS MOSS

Off-roading in the Pyrenees

 Pyrenees? Piece of  

cake for the CRF250L

MOMENTUM 

Once you adjust to working the 

small engine hard all the time, 

the CRF250L is surprisingly 

enjoyable on the road.



KNFILTERS.COM SUPERIOR AIRFLOW. SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE.™

DESIGNED TO INCREASE HORSEPOWER 

with more airflow, a K&N® High-Flow Air Filter™ feeds 

your engine more of what it craves. And when it’s time 

to reload, just wash it, oil it and you’re good to go. 

Find your filter and order online today.

AIR
FEEDS
THE
HORSES.

WWW.MOTOSCOTLAND.COM

E: INFO@MOTOSCOTLAND.COM

T: 01499 320460

Do You Want To: Improve Your Road Riding 

Skills; Enjoy Breathtaking Scenery; Have A 

Fun Day Out…? Come Off Roading With Us!

Rated as “Britain’s Best Off Road Motorbike 
Training Centre” – RIDE Magazine (October 2014)

Training endorsed by Bikesure and Devitt Insurance. 
Insurance discounts applicable for completing Level 2*

Check out our YouTube fi lm – search 
“MotoScotland.com”

On a breathtaking,
private Scottish 
Highland 50,000 acre 
estate

Everything that you need is 
included

Trail riding experiences also 
available    

 FUN & 

 ADVENTURE 

MOTOSCOTLAND.COM
breathtaking biking!
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 BIKES

LIVING LEGENDS OF MOTORCYCLING

Where did it come from? 

Back in the early 1970s BMW 

suffered from a staid, sensible, 

beardy touring image. The 

R90S was a deliberate move to 

change that perception. 

Based on the R75/5 and styled 

by Hans Muth, the R90S was the 

flagship of the /6 range, with the  

engine bored out to 898cc and making 

67bhp at 7000rpm, with a new-for-1973 

five-speed gearbox. 

It was the first BMW with twin discs, 

had a unique bikini fairing and weighed 

just 200kg. Flat out, with the rider 

tucked behind that fairing, the R90S 

could top 125mph. 

It was a real alternative to the superb 

Honda CB750 – although it cost 

a lot more then the Japanese bike.

What changed? Very little, in the three 

years the R90S was made. The twin 

discs were drilled from 1974 to aid wet 

weather braking, and the crankshaft 

and main bearings were beefed up in 

1975 to prevent flex at high revs. A 

kickstart was optional, the gearbox was  

improved and the starter motor 

#10 BMW R90S

Q I have a love-hate 

relationship with my 

54-plate BMW R1200GS

and feel it’s time to move

on. I tour in the UK and

Europe, as well as go on

Sunday-morning ride outs,

so I want a bike with an

upright riding position,

plenty of comfort and good 

panniers. I’m looking at a 

Kawasaki Versys 1000 and 

a Honda Crossrunner, and 

would be grateful for any 

advice you can offer.

A The Crossrunner is very good 

and often underrated, but after 

a GS it might feel like a trade down. 

It’s as powerful, on paper, but is so 

smooth that it doesn’t feel like it.

The Versys would feel like a trade 

sideways. That inline four engine is 

great, but feels different to the boxer 

twin that you’re used to. You’ll need  

to hold on to the revs longer in each 

gear to get the most out of it. It’s 

bombproof, works brilliantly fully 

loaded, has a decent range and 

handles well. If it was our money, 

we’d have the Versys.

Q I have a 2006 Suzuki 

V-Strom 650. I love the 

comfort and the engine but  

I’m not too impressed with the 

handling. Any suggestions on 

how to improve it?

A With the bike being 10 years old, 

you may find that a suspension 

refresh will do wonders for the 

handling. Simply getting the forks 

serviced with some fresh oil will 

improve front-end feel, and also 

gives the opportunity to fit different 

spring weights and oil thicknesses 

which can be suited to your needs. 

At the rear, a reconditioned rear 

shock should improve the ride. For 

suspension advice, try MCT (www.

mctsuspension.co.uk) or Maxton 

(www.maxtonsuspension.co.uk).

If you want to get more radical, 

you could consider replacing the 19in 

front wheel with the 17in item from 

the SV650, which will quicken up the 

steering. Changing the dog-bones on 

the shock linkage, raising the rear 

ride height, can also help. Effectively, 

you’d be turning the V-Strom into 

something of a heavyweight 

supermoto, which will certainly 

change the handling – but whether 

it’s better will depend entirely on 

whether you like it or note.

strengthened. The 1976 bikes had new 

crankcases, swingarm and calipers.

Why do people like it? It had traditional 

BMW quality – each bike was assembled 

by one technician. There was a truly 

unique airbrushed paint finish, the most 

popular blending from Daytona orange 

into smoke grey; they were all slightly 

different. 

Cult rating 4/5 It succeeded in 

transforming BMW’s image, not just 

visually but through a return to sporting 

success, with excellent performances 

at Daytona and the Isle of Man TT races. 

Nowadays BMW are cool and the R90S 

is the coolest of them all. Much admired 

by BMW’s own designers, it was also 

the inspiration for the Roland Sands 

Concept 90 that paved the way for the 

hugely successful R nineT production 

bike. It has a magical mix of classic looks 

with modern performance and usability. 

Spares are available and prices solid.

The problem is… The only thing people 

complained about at the time was that 

the pinstriping on the first bikes was 

stuck on as opposed to being painted 

on, because the workers in the factory 

couldn’t get it straight enough.

Today the only problem with the R90S 

is finding £7000-£12,000 to buy one.

Without the R90S… There would have 

been no R100RS and consequently no 

S1000RR or possibly any of the world-

beaters produced since the ’70s by a 

company energised by the R90S.

 Versys makes a 

fine four-cylinder 

GS alternative

 Not stock, but pannier rack 

was a popular extra on this 

groundbreaking sports tourer



Tel: 01434 618975 or 01434 618976

Additional £10 off if you quote RiDE for a limited time only.

INDIANMOTORCYCLE.CO.UK

* Promotional warranty valid for all 2015 and 
2016 Indian® motorcycles sold in Europe. Specific 
conditions apply. Please see your dealer for details.

START YOUR

LEGEND.

Designed with style and exceptional 
performance in mind for all skill levels, 
the new ScoutTM Sixty features a
61ci (999cc) engine, 78 horsepower,
89 Nm of torque and a linear powerband 
with a 5-speed transmission. A low center 
of gravity, ABS and 643mm seat height 
make for a comfortable urban commute, 
and also excellent handling when pushed 
hard on the open road. With the lineage 
of the old ScoutTM clearly visible in the 
style of the bodywork, modern and 
heritage have never found a more
perfect balance than in the ScoutTM Sixty.
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THE PRODUCT TEST

 PRODUCT TEST CLICK-ON TANKBAGS

12 bags that offer a solution
to the problemof fitting
luggage to a non-metallic tank
By SimonWeir

Photographs by Jason Critchell and Mark Manning

FITTING TO THE TANK

A nifty mechanism on the base

of the bag locks on to a ring 

fitted to your filler cap. It 

should be quick and easy to 

put on and take off, yet secure.

THE TANKBAG

Should be big enough to hold

everything you need for your

daily commute, yet not too

bulky. Shower resistance and

 map pockets help too.
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 Givi tankring fitting mechanism 

impressively quick and easy to use

 Clear pocket for your phone (or 

a chocolate bar, if you prefer)

B
ACK WHEN BIKES had carbs and 

men had mullets, petrol tanks on 

motorcycles were reliably steely. 

Travellers needing a convenient 

bag could clamp one to the tank of 

their bike, confident that concealed 

magnets would hold it securely in place. 

Not any more, with increasing numbers of 

bikes using tanks that are clad in plastic, or 

have significant metal areas hidden behind 

a panel of plastic. 

If you can overcome this, tankbags 

remain very useful. Whether you’re out for 

the day or touring for a fortnight, they let 

you keep all the stuff you might want 

quickly – from your wallet and phone to 

your passport or toll-ticket – right where 

you can see it and get to it most easily. 

Larger bags can carry enough for the daily 

commute and even for short leisure trips, if 

you pack really light.

So that means finding a new way to fit a 

A really nicely finished, semi-rigid

bag that comes with its Tanklock

mechanism pre-fitted. The tankring is

quick to fit and then the bag locates 

effortlessly on it, locking in place 

with a gentle push. It’s secure on the 

bike and doesn’t get in the way at all, 

even when expanded. There’s a clear 

pocket for a phone in the top. Though 

it didn’t leak in our shower test, we 

would still use the rain cover – which

has to be carried inside the bag, as

there are no external pockets. That

aside, it’s well designed, well  

finished and easy to use.

SCORES
Fitting 5/5 | Packing 4/5

Finish 4/5 | Shower 5/5

Ride 5/5 | TOTAL 23/25

Givi ST603 Tanklock £95 + £14.75 tankring
Claimed capacity 8-15L Rain cover Y External pockets 0  

Map pocket 0 Shoulder strap Y Carry handle Y oxfordproducts.com

How we tested them
We tested 12 bags on a Honda VFR1200F, a 

bike with a metal tank that has its sides 

shrouded in plastic panels, making 

conventional magnetic tankbags hard or 

impossible to fit. 

These were our test criteria…

Fitting How easy is it to install the filler 

ring on the bike? How easy is it to fit the 

lock mechanism in the bag? How easy is it 

to fit the bag to the filler-ring mount?

Packing Whatever the size of the bag 

quoted in the spec, is the available space 

easy to fill? Is there a map pocket? Are 

there useful external pockets?

Finish Are the materials robust or flimsy? 

Are the zips good quality? Does the rain 

cover fit properly? 

Shower While most of the bags come with 

a rain cover, can they withstand a bit of a 

soaking before it’s fitted? Our shower test 

simulates riding for a few miles in the rain.

Riding: Does the bag get in the way when 

performing a U-turn? Does it obscure the 

clocks or make it hard to reach the bars?

Honda’s
solution
The alternative to a tankring bag is one on

some kind of harness – like the official

Honda VFR1200F accessory, for example.

It’s a non-expandable seven-litre bag

with an integral rain cover. It clips on to a

leather cover that fixes beneath the seat

and then fastens at the headstock.

To fill up, you have to unclip at the front

of the tank, folding the whole mount out of

the way. The retaining clips are hooked

under the tank, retained by Velcro, and it’s

easy to knock them off when trying to

refasten the mount. You get used to it and

it does work, but at £120 it inadvertently

makes a good case for tankring bags.

 Harness-based tankbags like this  

can be neat, but they can also be fiddly

“More bikes now 
have metal tanks 
clad with plastic”
tankbag. An increasingly popular solution 

is to mount something on the petrol tank’s 

filler ring, with a clever mechanism in the 

base of a bag locking on to it. 

They have several advantages – not least 

that they shouldn’t actually touch the tank 

when correctly fitted, so there’s no danger 

of dirt getting trapped between the bag and 

the paintwork and scratching the bike. 

They’re quick and easy to put on the bike 

and take off for filling, and once in place 

they’re secure. 

We set off with 12 tankring bags to find 

out which is best.
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The sam fi

Kappa RA311 Tanklock £94.96 + £11.98 tankring
Claimed capacity 16L Rain cover Y External pockets 2

Map pocket Y Shoulder strap Y Carry handle Y www.kappamoto.com

 The Kappa bags use the same

Tanklock system as the Givi ones,

with the mechanism pre-fitted in the

base (though the Kappa ones didn’t

come with an Allen key). This bag has

a handy capacity, though the external

pockets are small: you can just

squeeze the rain cover in one and the

shoulder strap in the other. It didn’t

admit water in our shower test, but

the coarse-weave material and

chunky zip don’t look likely to survive

all day without leaking – and the

phone pocket leaked lik   

Like its 15-litre stablemate (top

right, opposite page) the bigger

Oxford bag comes with a roll-top

dryliner instead of an external rain

cover. Also like its smaller sibling, it

didn’t leak in our shower test. It

shares the same robust but slightly

fiddly mechanism as the other Oxford

bags. Being the biggest is both its

strength and its curse: it’s brilliantly

This really is a compact bag – a

claimed three litres, but half of that is

taken up by the rain cover. It didn’t

ship any water in our shower test,

but the fact that it comes with a

cover suggests it isn’t day-long

waterproof. Having the Tanklock

mechanism pre-fitted makes life easy

and the tankring is very quick to fit.

This mechanism locates very easily

nd locks securely in place. You don’t

A natty, well finished bag that

expands from very small to small.

The two external pockets are

minuscule to the point of being

borderline useless – you can’t get the

rain cover in them. Though the bag

beat our shower test, we would still

use the rain cover, which can be

stored inside the flip-up lid. With the

mechanism pre-fitted in the base,

easy to pack but is also a little

intrusive when riding – even when 

not fully expanded. The map pocket 

is a helpful size and there’s a sat nav/

phone pouch inside as well. A really 

good large-capacity bag. 

SCORES
Fitting 3/5 | Packing 5/5 | Finish 4/5

Shower 5/5 | Ride 3/5 | TOTAL 20/25

notice it on the bike at all – not when 

doing U-turns or when getting right 

down behind the screen. A very 

handy, tiny bag. 

SCORES
Fitting 5/5 | Packing 2/5 | Finish 3/5 

Shower 5/5 | Ride 5/5 | TOTAL 20/25

Givi MT505 Tanklock £67 + £14.75 tankring
Claimed capacity 3-5L Rain cover Y External pockets 2 

Map pocket N Shoulder strap Y Carry handle Y www.givi.co.uk

fitting is simply a matter of putting 

the ring on the tank (easy) and 

dropping the bag on the bike. It 

locates effortlessly and locks on 

securely. It’s so small it’s utterly 

unnoticeable when riding. 

SCORES
Fitting 5/5 | Packing 3/5 | Finish 4/5

Shower 5/5 | Ride 5/5 | TOTAL 22/25

Oxford X30 QR £119.99 + £14.99 tankring
Claimed capacity 20-30L  Rain cover N  External pockets 2  

Map pocket Y Shoulder strap Y  Carry handle Y oxfordproducts.com

Givi XS319 Tanklock £48.31 + £14.95 tankring
Claimed capacity 3L  Rain cover Y  External pockets 0  

Map pocket N  Shoulder strap Y  Carry handle Y www.givi.co.uk

SCORES
Fitting 5/5 | Packing 4/5 | Finish 3/5

Shower 5/5 | Ride 5/5 | TOTAL 22/25

BEST SMALL BAG

BEST LARGE BAG



Ring fitting mechanism can be

tricky to line up with bag

Mechanism is

easy to use –

once you’ve

put it together

SCORES
Fitting 3/5 | Packing4/5 | Finish 5/5

Shower 2/5 | Ride 4/5 | TOTAL 18/25

Oxford X15 QR £99.99 + £14.99 tankring
Claimed capacity 10-15L Rain cover N External pockets 2 

Map pocket Y Shoulder strap Y Carry handle Y oxfordproducts.com

This compact bag comes with its

mechanism pre-fitted and the

tankring is very quick and easy to fit.

The bag locates effortlessly on the

ring and clicks solidly in place,

releasing at a firm push on the red

lever. It’s a reasonable size for a

daybag, though the much-needed

rain cover has to live inside it, which

wastes a little space. Despite

A very nicely finished bag – and an

expensive one – so it seems a shame

to drill holes in it. But that’s what you

have to do to fit the ring mechanism.

Once assembled, fitting it to the bike

is a knack you pick up quickly. The

external pockets are only just big

enough for the rain cover and strap.

That rain cover is essential, as water

got in quickly in our test. It’s quite

tall, obscuring the clocks when fully

expanded, but utterly stable.

 Don’t be alarmed by the lack of a 

rain cover: there’s a roll-top drybag 

liner included with this ruggedly 

finished bag, though it didn’t let any 

water in during our shower test 

anyway. The mechanism is easy to 

fit, thanks to pre-drilled holes, and  

the tankring also mounts easily on 

the bike. Getting the bag on the ring 

is more fiddly – not a knack you pick 

additional zips, there’s only one 

actual external pocket, which is very 

small. Still, if you only want to carry 

the bare essentials with you, it’s a 

good option as it’s so small as to be 

unnoticeable when riding. 

Fitting 5/5 | Packing 3/5 | Finish 3/5

Shower 3/5 | Ride 5/5 |  

TOTAL 19/25

up quickly. Still, once on the bike the 

bag is secure and unobtrusive until 

expanded, when it obscures the 

clocks slightly and makes its 

presence felt when doing U-turns. 

Overall, a good, practical bag. 

SCORES
Fitting 3/5 | Packing 4/5 | Finish 4/5

Shower 5/5 | Ride 4/5 | TOTAL 20/25

Oxford X4 QR £79.99 + 14.99 tankring
Claimed capacity 4L Rain cover N External pockets 1

Map pocket Y Shoulder strap N Carry handle Y oxfordproducts.com

 Oxford’s chunky Quick Release

mechanism is a doddle to fit thanks

to the pre-drilled holes in the bag’s

zip-off base, with an easy-to-fit

tankring. Locating the bag on the

tankring is a bit fiddly – best done by

crouching and peering to get it right.

The bag doesn’t have a rain cover, 

though it survived our shower test. It 

has a clear pocket on top, a clip-on 

map pocket and a headstock strap 

that, at a push, you could use as a 

shoulder strap. It’s well finished and 

seems built to last.

Kappa RA309 Tanklock £83.23 + £11.98 tankring
Claimed capacity 5L Rain cover Y External pockets 1  

Map pocket N Shoulder strap Y Carry handle Y www.kappamoto.com

Bags Connection City £133 + £26.99 tankring
Claimed capacity 11-15L Rain cover Y External pockets 3  

Map pocket N Shoulder strap Y Carry handle Y  www.motohaus.com

SCORES
Fitting 3/5 | Packing 4/5 | Finish 4/5

Shower 5/5 | Ride 5/5 | TOTAL 21/25
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Locking 

system was 

quick to fit

The bag is held in place by

parallel magnetic bars

THE VERDICT
THE STANDARD OF luggage in this test was very high. Still, 

it struck us as very odd that some of the premium bags

require the buyer to take a drill to them – we’d have liked

them far more if they came with pre-drilled holes or, better 

still, pre-fitted mechanisms.

Getting the right bag will be about finding the one with the 

right capacity for your needs, at the right price. Each bag

in this test is good in its own way – but some are definitely 

better than others.

Our Best Buy award goes to the

mid-sized Givi ST603 – a well-

finished, stylish bag with a decent

capacity. If you want a small

daypack-type bag, the compact

Givi MT505 gets a Recommended

triangle. Not everyone wants a small 

bag, though, so the Oxford X30QR

also gets a

Recommended

triangle as the 

best of the

large bags.

Held Daybag Lock-It £58.99
+ £46.99 tankring/mechanism

Claimed capacity 6-11L Rain cover Y External pockets 0

Map pocket N Shoulder strap Y Carry handle Y www.held-uk.co.uk

This well finished, unobtrusive bag

would have been one of the top

performers, but once we drilled

holes in its base, we found the

supplied 20mm bolts were too short

to attach the magnetic Lock-It

mechanism. When finally assembled,

it works well. The Lock-It mount uses

parallel magnetic bars that fit into

slots under the bag, released by

tugging a strap. It’s quite easy to

locate and rock solid on the bike. A

little water got past the zips in our

shower test.

Another good bag let down by the

fitting system. First, drill holes in

base. Next, discover supplied bolts

are too short. Then ride to shop, buy

25mm bolts. Finally, fit the Lock-It

mechanism… frustrating. Still, if you

persevere, you have a classy large

bag that, despite its size, is solid on

the bike even when fully loaded –

though it is a little intrusive for

A really easy system to fit: bolts go

into the filler cap, the locking plate

fits through pre-drilled holes in the

bag and locates smoothly. There’s a

little play, so at first it’s easy to think

it’s not on properly – but in fact it’s

solidly attached. The capacity is OK,

but, with no external pockets, the

large, stiff rain cover has to go

inside, wasting space. That cover’s

necessary, as the bag let in water.

There’s a map pocket, but it’s too

small to take most maps.

low-speed manoeuvres. The large

map pocket comes off and a sat nav

holder pops up. The rain cover is

stitched in and it needs to be used in 

every shower – without it, the bag 

ships water quickly. 

SCORES
Fitting 2/5 | Packing 5/5 | Finish 3/5

Shower 2/5 | Ride 3/5 | TOTAL 15/25

Held Slide Rapid £49.99 + £29.99 mechanism
Claimed capacity 6-11L Rain cover Y External pockets 0 

Map pocket Y Shoulder strap N Carry handle Y www.held-uk.co.uk

Held Martello Lock-It £109.99 
+ £46.99 tankring/mechanism

Claimed capacity 14-19L Rain cover Y External pockets 3 

Map pocket Y Shoulder strap Y Carry handle Y www.held-uk.co.uk

SCORES
Fitting 4/5 | Packing 2/5 | Finish 2/5

Shower 3/5 | Ride 5/5 | TOTAL 16/25

SCORES
Fitting 2/5 | Packing 4/5 | Finish 3/5

Shower 3/5 | Ride 5/5 |TOTAL 17/25
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Think you know excitement? Lean into Modern America on a Victory Cruiser and experience the sheer thrill of every hairpin bend.
As power surges from the Freedom 106 V-Twin, adrenaline pumps from your brain to your right hand, urging you to test your
nerves just a little bit further. When it comes to power, handling and style, NOTHING COMPARES TO A VICTORY CRUISER.

A MODERN AMERICAN

GUNNER HIGH-BALL® JUDGE  VEGAS 8-BALL® VEGAS HAMMER 8-BALL® HAMMER® S

Promotional 5 year warranty is valid for all 2015 & 2016 Victory® motorcycles sold in Europe. Specifi c conditions apply.
Please see your dealer for details. ABS is standard on Gunner, High-Ball®, Judge and all Baggers and Touring models.

VICTORYMOTORCYCLES.CO.UK



| JUNE 201698

 PRODUCTS QUICK TESTS

BMW Rallye suit £985
www.bmw-motorrad.co.uk

BMW’s Rallye suit was first seen in 2000 

when it was called the Pro suit. Its roots

were in the Paris Dakar rally that BMW

invested heavily in during the ’90s. They

needed a suit that could keep a rider 

comfortable and protected through the

heat of the African day yet warm and 

dry in the nights. This went with the 

explosion of adventure biking perfectly

- helped by Long Way Round. The suit

has been updated a few times since,  

as it gradually became more road 

orientated. It has since gone on to be 

BMW’s best-selling suit.

This latest version keeps it up to date

with new, hi-tech materials. The main 

outer is ProTechWool, a woollen and 

polyamide mix with carbon-coated 

fibres for better abrasion resistance. It’s 

flexible yet strong, is breathable and –

thanks to a coating – water repellent. 

BMW say it also helps to regulate heat 

like a base layer. 

The Rallye is not designed as an 

all-year-round suit. I’ve worn it for  

150-mile days this winter 

and it’s OK with layers under

it, but it lets a lot more wind

through than thicker suits

I’ve used. Of course, that

thickness counts against

the heavy suits in better

weather and when riding

abroad or off-road. 

Off-road riding really 

shows the provenance  

of the Rallye suit. The cut

works standing up or sitting

down, the armour is held

nicely in place and the neck

works done up or undone.

Venting is perfect and with

the lining removed you can be as cool as

you wish, the wool-based outer meaning

you don’t need as many flaps as thicker

suits. I wore it for two days off-roading

through 20°C heat in Portugal then wore

it home from the airport – a three-hour

ride at 3°C. When riding in four hours of

torrential rain it didn’t leak a drop and it

dried in a couple of hours.

 It costs £985 – or £550 for the jacket

and £435 for the trousers. That gives it

Suit you sir?
The new BMW Rallye suit - just for 
adventurers or good for daily life?

some serious competition, like 

Alpinestars Durban or Dainese 

D-Explorer adventure suits. But it also 

comes with a lot – with the others you 

need to buy back and hip protectors. 

Plus this suit has been refined by  

16 years of development. If you only ride  

on UK roads there are more appropriate 

suits, but if you venture to different 

climes or off-road then you’ll struggle to 

beat the Rallye suit. MATT HULL

 The pockets  

on the back are a 

good size and 

easy to get to

 Clever, removable 

waterproof lining is 

thicker on the front 

and more breathable 

at the back

VERSATILE JACKET

New ProTechWool fabric is

breathable, quick drying and

light. There’s CE shoulder, 

elbow and back armour plus

double thick fabric in impact 

zones. It has four waterproof 

body pockets, one ticket 

pocket, two on the back and 

one for a Hydrapak water 

pouch (£29). Arms can be 

removed to turn it into a gillet.

HI-TECH TROUSERS

Similar materials to jacket 

with leather on the inside of 

knees for grip. It has CE knee 

and hip armour, three pockets, 

good waist adjustment and it’s 

not too heavy. Ankles go over 

largest of boots. Comes in a 

large range of sizes.
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Spada Redux Jacket £249 
www.spadaclothing.co.uk

IT’S FAIR TO say Spada’s 2016 range 

has taken a much more stylish 

approach. For me, sitting right at the 

top of that style pile is the Redux 

jacket. It’s a beautiful thing. Only 

available in one colour, oxblood, it  

has a darkened, aged effect and is 

very soft to the touch. A small union 

jack tag and brass zips are nice 

stylistic touches. And when it’s on, it 

feels just as good as much more 

expensive jackets.

It lacks a fastener at the neck, so the 

main zip can drop down as you ride. 

And there isn’t an abundance of 

adjustment: a couple of buckle 

adjusters on the waist is your lot. 

The thermal lining is warm, but it’s 

not removable – could get sticky on the 

hottest summer days. This also makes 

accessing the shoulder and elbow 

armour trickier than it might be. That’s 

self-moulding CE Tektoform stuff, so 

I’m in no rush to upgrade it. There’s no 

back protector as standard, but there 

is a pocket for one. 

A perfect jacket it’s not, but I don’t 

care – I’m not taking it off. LEE SKELLETT

TCX X-Groove boots £145
www.nevis.uk.com

Cool suede boots with D3O armour 

around the ankle and with 

reinforced heels and toes. Lined 

with Gore-Tex, they’re properly 

waterproof. They fasten securely 

with laces, but then a zip in the side 

lets you get them off and on quickly. 

They’re very comfortable to walk 

and ride in - and while they clearly 

don’t offer the protection of a full 

boot with shin armour, they’re much 

better than standard trainers or 

work boots for the casual ride. SW

Knox Meta-Sys back protector
£130

www.planet-knox.com

THIS CE LEVEL 2 armour is the top of

Knox’s range of protectors. It’s made of

a hard polypropylene external shell and

soft, foamy Nitrex insides with a

sweat-wicking liner. It’s comfy enough,

there’s loads of adjustability from the

shoulder straps and a large expanse of

Velcro on the waist strap. The design

cleverly channels air from top to bottom

to stop your back getting too sweaty.

The main section is comprised of four

hinged panels to allow maximum

movement without compromising

protection. They span the length of your 

back from the top to bottom of your 

spine. The lower-back section extends 

quite a long way to help protect the 

coccyx, while the upper plates are 

broad enough to cover the shoulder 

blades too. 

That’s a lot of coverage, but the 

trade-off is in sheer size: there’s no 

ignoring its incredible bulk. It takes a bit 

of getting used to having on your back 

and if your leathers are on the snug side, 

a Meta-Sys will not be getting into them 

with you. It’s great for protection, but 

take your leathers with you when 

shopping to check it all fits. LS

MyRoute-App Free to €99
www.myrouteapp.com

THIS IS A CLEVER and very effective 

route-planning app. The basic version  

is free and lets you use Google Maps  

to generate routes that can be saved to 

your computer in GPX (Garmin/BMW) or 

ITN (TomTom) or another format. 

If you subscribe – which cos  

€99 for life, or €50 for one ye  

followed by a €24.50 annual 

renewal fee – it can plot route  

using TomTom or Garmin map  

It’s really simple to use and ca  

generate any route you imagin  

You can import routes and ed  

them, or reverse them with a 

single click. Routes can be sh  

easily with friends who regist  

Matched with the MyRoute 

smartphone app, subscribers 

can open routes on the phone or log 

rides in the app. It’s great for TomTom 

owners or Garmin users who struggle 

with the BaseCamp software. Is it 

worth the subscription? Depends 

how much route planning you do 

(and how much you hate 

BaseCamp). SIMON WEIR

 Comprehensive 

coverage from the 

Meta-Sys… but  

it’s bulky

SERIOUS KIT

There’s proper armour

on the ankle and a 

Gore-Tex liner.
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Easyupgrades every
owner canmake

THERiDEKIT TEST
22 sets of summer

boots on roadand track

THE 10,000 MILE TEST
HOW WE TEST KIT
No other British motorcycle 

magazine goes to as much 

trouble as RiDE does to obtain, 

use, compare and appraise kit. 

As well as conducting several 

RiDE Product Tests every year, 

we are constantly appraising 

new and familiar kit.

Where to buy it A growing 

selection of gear endorsed by 

RiDE is available from a special 

RiDE zone on the MCN Shop 

website. Find it by clicking the 

link at www.ride.co.uk.

JARGON BUSTER
CE approval: European 

product safety labelling 

system. Check what the CE 

label on a garment applies to 

- is it the whole jacket or just 

the armour? For boots, look 

for CE EN 13634; for jackets 

and trousers it’s EN 13595;  

for body armour it’s EN 1621 

(where Level 2 is more 

protective than Level 1).

Remember, you don’t have to

wear CE-approved gear, but if

it’s not CE approved, it can’t be

sold as protective clothing.

Sharp: UK government

helmet-testing scheme – see

sharp.direct.gov.uk

MISSED ONE OF OUR 
PRODUCT TESTS?
In our August 2015 issue  

we tested 24 pairs of riding 

jeans. In July 2015 we tested 

22 pairs of boots, and our 

October issue had a summer 

kit special. You can order 

print editions of RiDE from 

01858 438 884, and buy 

tablet editions from Google 

Play or the Apple Newsstand.

I AM, BY my own admission, an indifferent 

and reluctant mechanic. But I’m an Olympic-

level bodger and there’s nothing I like more 

than sorting out problems at the roadside 

(well, nothing apart from everything running 

smoothly). And if bad workmen blame their 

tools, I feel that as a successful bodger I 

should give the credit to one particular tool. 

This Victorinox SwissTool Spirit Plus R is 

the Rolex of multi-tools. It’s solid, classy, 

reliable, expensive… and worth it. When it 

was new, it cost £150. It’s been 

superseded at the top of the range by a 

Spirit X model, but you can still find the R 

online for a more modest (but still 

considerable) £105-£120.  

It is definitely not a casual purchase, but 

it’s one you’d never regret. 

I’ve lugged it all round Europe for the past 

six years and on most trips it never comes 

out of its classy leather sheath. But when  

it does, it saves the day. If MacGyver had 

owned one of these rather than a Swiss

Army knife, he’d have taken over the world.

The sturdy pliers are perhaps the least

used feature, though the handles are 

properly, non-twistingly solid. It has a 

serrated, non-pointed knife blade as well 

as a saw, file and scissors. There are can 

and bottle openers, screwdrivers and a 

sharp pointy spike thing (no idea what 

that’s for). And a corkscrew. All the blades 

lock securely in place and the tool fills the 

hand with a reassuring heft. 

That leather sheath also contains a 

compact ratchet handle, with an extension 

bar and a small selection of bits, with 

scope to add others (I put in a Torx driver 

when I had a BMW for a year). Clearly 

you’d want proper tools for an engine strip 

but, between the ratchet set and the 

multi-tool itself, I haven’t found a roadside 

running repair that’s defeated it. 

Clearly, there are many less expensive 

multi-tools out there. Some of them may 

even do the job just as well. But, like the 

Rolex, the appeal of the SwissTool is that 

it’s so beautifully made. It’s a joy to use and 

the fact that it’s so ruthelessly efficient 

almost feels like a bonus. SIMON WEIR

Victorinox SwissTool Spirit Plus R | Price Around £120 | Info www.victorino

“The Rolex of multi-tools: solid,
classy, expensive… and worth it

BUILT TO LAST

Multi-tool is made entirely

from stainless steel, so

it’ll fend off rust

for years to come.

QUALITY KIT

Even the pouch feels

high-end. It’s real leather,

with internal compartments

to hold everything in place.

“Fills the hand with 
a reassuring heft”
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of Hard

Luggage
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Seats

Sump Guards
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Crash Bars

Specialised Protection

Handguards
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Camping
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MADE IN UK www.xcp-protection.com XCPProfessional XCPPRO

BUY ONLINE AT:
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T
HE POPULARITY OF sports touring

tyres has been increasing since the

1980s, and with hypersports tyre

sales on the decline this is the new

battlefield for the manufacturers.

Recent all-round tyres include Metzeler’s

Roadtec 01, Michelin’s Pilot Road 4,

Bridgestone’s T30 Evo and Pirelli’s Angel

GT – Dunlop agree there isn’t a bad tyre out

there, making their job even more difficult.

“Tyre manufacturing is like baking a

cake,” explains Dunlop technical guru

Mark Sears. “The ingredients are similar for

all the main manufacturers, but how you

mix them, how you add them, the quality

and the amount decides whether your tyre

has a quick warm-up, lots of wet grip, good

stability, excellent ride quality, good side

grip, or longevity – and of course the price.

For our new RoadSmart III we’ve improved

the wet grip and handling, but the biggest

gain we’ve made is the lack of wear.”

In testing, Dunlop quickly realised that

making a tyre to this spec for a touring bike

TYRE TEST DUNLOP ROADSMART III

Dunlop claim a lot for their new sports 
touring tyre. Should you believe them?

A tyre for all needs
like a Yamaha FJR1300 

would not give the best 

performance for a lighter,

sportier bike like a Triumph

Speed Triple. So Dunlop have

created an SP version with a

single-ply carcass to give

lighter bikes the same 

qualities – something Pirelli

have had to do as well. Any

Dunlop supplier will be able

to recommend which of the

like the bow of a ship, while the silica

content in the compound gives the grip. 

The tread itself is secondary. You could

have more tread, but it would compromise 

dry grip and wear more quickly.

A manoeuvrability test on heavy FJRs 

compared low-speed manners between 

the new RoadSmart III and the previous 

RSII. The force needed to change direction, 

pick the bike up and keep it on a constant 

radius was measured to be six times less 

with the III – the old tyre felt like it had a 

puncture (yes, we did check the pressures).

The road ride was meant to show off the 

RoadSmart 3, but the rain was torrential.  

I picked a Kawasaki GTR1400 – a tricky 

customer for any tyre. The RSIII did a 

sterling job, giving good feedback and 

dealing well with the weight of the GTR.

Wear is an important factor, and Dunlop 

have worked hard to minimise the way a 

tyre loses performance over its lifetime. 

Independent tests show the front tyre now 

lasts a lot longer and yet still provides good 

performance towards the end of its life.

The RoadSmart III is an excellent tyre 

that should outlast its rivals, give excellent 

dry performance, confident braking, 

reduce the amount of input needed and 

grip well in the wet. Price is comparable to 

rivals at around £200 a pair.

Tyres are lasting longer and warming up 

more quickly. Manufacturers keep evolving 

and keep improving that compromise, 

giving us performance we could only 

dream of a few years ago. MATT HULL 

two variants are best for your bike.

We tried Dunlop’s RS3 against Pirelli’s

Angel GT and Michelin’s Pilot Road 4 on

a purpose-built wet track. Michelin’s PR4 

has a great reputation in the wet and felt 

reassuring, but the Dunlop gave more 

confidence and the Pirelli Angel GT even 

more – despite a lack of tread grooves 

compared to the others. The technicians on 

hand explained that while tread does help 

disperse water, it is the shape of the tyre 

itself that moves the water out of the way, 

 John McGuinness’s TT wins help Dunlop develop road tyres

 There are two versions 

of the RoadSmart III – one 

for heavyweight tourers 

and an SP for lighter bikes

“The RoadSmart III 
should outlast its rivals”



EXPLORE. ENJOY.

Find more than 900 accessories at givimoto.com

Discover giviexplorer.com the web portal for motorcyclists

GRAVEL-T RANGE

Travel on- and off-road wherever you want with the 

waterproof soft bags built in ultra-light ballistic Nylon. 

Modular and compatible with USB ‘Power Hub’ chargers.

* High-grade waterproof

* Universal fixing systems

* Elastic compression straps

For more details visit 
www.gpr-motorcycle-exhausts.co.uk 
email info@moto-legends.com or call 
Moto Legends Distribution on 01636 605105 

MASSIVE RANGE 

EVEN GREATER VALUE

TEN DIFFERENT STYLES

FIVE DIFFERENT FINISHES

BIG ON CHOICE AND VALUE

QUALITY EXHAUSTS HANDMADE IN 

ITALY FOR YOUR BIKE

Lifetime warranty to original purchaser. Calls may be recorded for training/security purposes. Prices correct at time of press and exclude delivery. E&OE

Distributed in the UK by HPS
Quantity dealer pricing availableHPS • Derwent House • Alfreton • Derbyshire • DE55 7BP • UK

www.BikeHPS.com

Tailor your bike’s airflow to suit you!
Cheat the wind, reduce fatigue and gain
high speed, long distance rider comfort
with the 7-way adjustable Vario-Touring
Screen with Spoiler now from only £89!

SEE THE SCREENS FOR YOUR BIKE OR BUY NOW AT...

German made high-quality,
effective screens.
Manufactured to TÜV
standards from a unique
and virtually unbreakable
aircraft canopy grade
material – with a
perfect fit and finish
and a lifetime warranty

– there’s no better

screen than anMRA!

Double-Bubble/Racing Screens Screens for Naked Bikes

OR CALL TO DISCUSS THE BEST SCREEN FOR YOU 01773 831122

Touring Screens

Complete

replacement

screen with

spoiler

“...it’s like riding a different bike,

the buffeting and noise is great-

ly reduced, what a difference."
MK, Hertfordshire, BMW R1150GS

Read much more feedback at..

www.bikehps.com/mra

See a photo of your

bike’s screen now at...

www.bikehps.com/mra

LATEST MODELS
AVAILABLE, 

NEW DUCATI
MULTISTRADA
SHOWN HERE

Go the distance with

an MRA screen...
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 HANDS ON REPLACING YOUR ENGINE

R
A brokenmotor isn’t the end of theworld. Taking out a
dead engine and replacing it is easier than you’d think

How to...

MATT SAYS...
Your bike’s chassis and engine
numbers are registered on the

V5 logbook. To keep it all
legitimate you’ll need a receipt
for your engine to send off –
with your logbook with the
engine number changed – to

DVLA to get a new V5.

ByMatt Hull

Andrew n called

RiDE in t wap the

engine o maha

Fazer 60
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T
HANKFULLY IT’S RARE that 

anyone has to pull an engine apart 

after some catastrophic issue these 

days. Modern bike engines are 

generally reliable and hardly ever 

give major trouble. Routine maintenance 

and replacing ancillaries should be all that 

is needed, with valve clearances usually 

the only time we have to delve inside.

But occasionally something breaks, or 

hits something else, or wears out and the 

first we know is a nasty noise, loss of 

power, a bad smell or – worse – the rear 

locking up and bits escaping. When this 

happens, what is the best course of action?

Diagnosis
The first step is simple: see what went 

wrong and work out if it’s something you 

can repair. If you can peek inside the 

engine through a hole made where a part 

escaped, then the whole motor is for the 

scrappy. Otherwise, does it turn over on 

the starter? Will it select neutral and 

change gear if you move the rear wheel? Is 

there oil and water? If so, is there metal 

swarf in the oil? Could it be chain, brakes 

or gearbox? All these questions will help 

isolate the problem, so that you can then 

decide if it’s economical to fix or replace.

Replacement
Often it will be more economical to 

replace the entire engine and gearbox 

than to strip and rebuild. It’s also a 

relatively simple job that can be done 

without specialist tools. All you need is 

time – though a strong friend helps, too.

1    You’re not alone
All bikes are different and there is 

absolutely no shame in using a manual. Haynes 

manuals are good at around £15, Clymer – 

aimed at US riders – are also good.

4    Stripping methodically 
Work from the front to the back or from 

the top to the bottom. As there were two of us 

we each worked on one side, making light work 

of a normally tedious job.

2 Secure on a stand
We were lucky enough to have a bike

ramp which meant we could work at a more

comfortable height. You’ll need to use a

centrestand, paddock stands or even straps

to make the bike secure.

How not to undo a bolt
You’ll have to undo bolts that haven’t

been apart since the bike was built. It’s too

easy to do it wrong: if this one suddenly

came undone the fingers would take a hit.

3 Battery
Always disconnect the battery. When

undoing wiring you really don’t want any short

circuits that could cause a spark, or short out

the bike’s electronics.

   How to do it
Pushing with open fingers applies as 

much force but if a bolt undoes suddenly you 

won’t trap or smash your knuckles, and it’s 

easier to graduate the force.

Step-by-step engine swapping

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

EQUIPMENT A comprehensive but basic 

toolkit should be all you need: spanners, 

sockets, screwdrivers and Allen keys. You 

don’t need a hoist but a trolley jack is very 

useful. A bike ramp/table just saves on back 

ache. Lifting engines is a two-man job. 

T
IM

E

M
O

N
E

Y

1.0
day

FROM

£99

DIFFICULTY RATING

5
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 HANDS ON REPLACING YOUR ENGINE

7 Bag it, tag it
Freezer bags are great for storing nuts,

bolts, spacers and odd and sods. Using a

permanent marker, you can label each bag’s

contents and even write little tips as to which

way they fitted, etc.

12 Drain fluids
If you haven’t already drained the oil for

diagnosis, drain it into a container for taking to

a recycling centre. Drain coolant by removing

the lowest pipe first, then the rest. When fitting

the new engine, choose the best set of pipes.

18  Protect the frame
With a couple of engine bolts left to

undo, wrap the frame with thick cardboard or

gaffer tape. You need to wiggle the old engine

to get it out and move the new one about to get

it in, so try to minimise scratching the frame.

8 Take lots of pictures
“I’ll remember how that fits,” said no

mechanic, ever. Take pictures of any step that

isn’t obvious, especially at the start of the job:

how wires and pipes are routed; which HT lead

goes where, etc. It helps massively at the end.

20 Lifting!
Warning: engines are

heavy. A mid-size engine will

weigh around 50-60kg; a

workplace rule of thumb is to

avoid lifting more than 20kg,

so you have been warned.

Keep your back straight, get

help and don’t risk straining

anything.

13 Exhaust bolts
These will be the worst bolts. They get

hot, take the worst of the crud from the front

wheel and are mild steel, so rust badly. Soak

them in penetrating oil several days before the

job and use a wire brush to clean the threads.

19 Holding the engine up
Use a trolley jack to hold the engine as

you remove the last bolts, with a bit of wood to

spread the load over the aluminium sump to

avoid damage. The jack also helps you to adjust

the new engine so you can line bolt holes up.

9 Tank tips
As you strip things off the top of the bike

take a second to look for problems you might

not otherwise find. Petrol pipes can sit there

for years but when you take the tank off and

move them around they can crack if perished.

14 Exhaust nuts
Check the access to the exhaust nuts:

Will it be improved by removing the radiator?

Use a six-sided socket on the exhaust nuts, but

be prepared for some to shear off. If still tricky,

try heating them with a blow torch.

Replacing an engine continued...
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10    Undoing carbs
Many parts will be tricky to get to. A 

four-cylinder engine is wider than a twin and 

getting to the two inner carbs or injection 

bodies will require a long-reach screwdriver  

or, on a Yamaha, a flexible Allen key.

15    Clean, patch and paint 
With the exhaust removed, check its 

condition, clean it up and give it a good clean 

and paint with some high-temperature paint. 

You will also need some new crush washers to 

reseal the headers onto the new engine.

11    Tip: put bolts 
back in holes

Putting the new engine in will 

always be more tricky than 

removing the old one. So when 

possible put nuts or bolts back 

in the holes they came from, to 

help fitting up – providing they 

don’t get in the way of 

removing the old engine.

16    Prising off carbs
Removing carburettors or fuel injection 

bodies can be awkward. They sit in rubber 

manifolds that get stiffer as they get older. A 

heat gun helps but if you have to use levers to 

prise them off, be careful: they are delicate. 

21    Swapping ancillaries
Now you need to complete your new 

jigsaw, by swapping ancillaries like pipes, carb 

rubbers and engine covers over to the new 

engine. If you have two of some parts, give 

them a look and use the ones in best condition.

17    Wiring
You’ll have wires from the alternator, 

sensors, the neutral switch, earth and the 

starter at least. Label them and photograph 

their routing. Also check connections for 

possible corrosion or signs of overheating.

22    Fit the replacement lump
Putting the new engine in really is a case 

of “fitting is reversal of removal”. Get the new 

engine in place, line the engine-mount holes up 

with the jack and – a screwdriver through the 

holes helps check alignment – then work 

through methodically. Check your notes and 

pictures, and make sure nothing is left over.

Starting up
Check all electric warning lights work, fill 

with oil and coolant, and turn over with a 

fresh battery and the HT leads off. This 

will get the new oil up to the top of the 

engine to lube the cams. Connect the  

HT leads and start it up, keeping the revs 

down. Listen for warning signals such as 

leaks from coolant pipes, air leaking at 

carb rubbers or mis-routed cables. 
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 LONG-TERM TEST KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE

“It’s exclusive and
luxurious – like a
super yacht”

M
Y WIFE LIKES KTMs. Let me 

stress, she doesn’t ride, has no 

view on their mechanical or 

ergonomic prowess. She just 

likes the way the ones I’ve 

taken home in the past have looked: big, 

angular, orange… From the 690 Duke to the 

990 SM-T to the 950 Adventure and the 

original 990 Super Duke, they’ve all got the 

thumbs up. But they all, I must stress, have 

been orange.

“Oh. It’s white,” she said, on seeing the 

1290 Super Adventure for the first time, 

sounding somewhere between surprised 

and disappointed. I explained that KTM’s 

flagship is white because it’s exclusive and 

luxurious – like a super yacht. “I just 

thought it’d be orange,” she said. 

I mention this because the Super 

Adventure is super expensive. If you’re

laying out more than £16 grand on a new

bike, then spousal approval is crucial. True,

this bike’s on loan from KTM… but you

always want your family to like your bike

as much as you do. And I do like this KTM.

I rode the 1290 Super Adventure on its 

launch last year, then took it touring to

Portugal. It impressed me every time I rode

it – especially that 158bhp motor.

Not that I start off exploiting that power.

The bike arrives with just 22 miles on the

clock, so I set about running it by the 

manual: avoid full throttle and stick to 

6500rpm for 620 miles. This meant 

acceleration was more regal than my 

earlier rides on 1290s, but still built up to 

endorsable cruising speed in sixth gear. 

Even running in, it’s not a slow bike. 

The bike has four modes determining 

power, throttle response and traction 

settings. I considered using the 100bhp 

Rain mode when running in, but leave it  

in Street: I don’t know the less-powerful 

engine map would affect the running in, 

but I decide not to take any chances. 

It’s a physically imposing bike. In the 

higher of its two positions, the seat is 

875mm from the floor. The bars are wide, 

the screen rises to protective height, the 

handguards work and the heating – grips 

and seat – is effective. For a large bloke 

it’s the perfect size. It’s 259kg, with its 

30-litre tank brimmed, but pushing it 

backwards up the slight incline outside 

the garage will keep me fit…

That tank’s already changing my life. 

I do 300 miles a week, so I’ll fill up once a 

week, not every other day. That’ll make 

life easier. There’s only one thing that’s 

not helping: the way the white bodywork 

shows up all the dirt. Suddenly I’m 

wondering… what’d it look like in orange? 

SIMON WEIR 

Setting t e standard
The KTM’s menu system is operated by four

buttons on the left-hand bar, with the options

displayed on the LCD screen beside the clocks.

The view defaults to the Favourites, which

work as shortcuts to the required settings.

The first thing I did when getting the bike

was to set my preferred favourites. Right at

the top is Heating, followed by Drive Mode and

Damping Mode as the functions I’ll use most

often. At the bottom I have Trip 1 and Range,

which are the two bits of information I find

most useful (apart from road speed and revs,

of course).

Now I can get instantly to the heated grips

– just keep pressing the set button without

taking my eyes off the road. It’s only a glance

to select the heated seat. It’s equally quick to

change drive or damping modes: set, down

one (or two), set... It takes a bit of getting used

to at first, but it’s actually pretty simple.

Great white
Big, sleek, powerful, refined … that’s the KTM 1290 
Super Adventure, rather than the big, clumsy tester

 And if Simon does get 

a stone chip, he can just 

touch it up with some 

garage door paint…

OUR KTM 1290 SUPER ADVENTURE

Spec 1301cc 75° V-twin, 158bhp, 259kg

Price new in this spec £16,860

Current mileage 721 miles   

Average mpg 44

What’s next?
Now it’s run in I’m planning trips. Maybe start 

small, but work up to something big. When 

it’s warmer that might be a camping trip or 

two. By the end of the year, who knows…



JUNE 2016 | 109

 Four buttons on 

the left bar set all 

the functions. A bit 

of practice helps it 

feel second nature

 You tailor this 

menu to gain quick 

access on the move 

to the functions you 

use most often

 The tools of the 

trade for keeping 

white bikes white

White bikes show the dirt. And spoked wheels 

are fiddly. I’m spending more time than ever 

with a sponge in my hands – so thank 

goodness for SDoc100, my cleaner of choice. 

Spray it on, let it loosen the grime, then hose it 

off, maybe wiping with a sponge as you go. 

Simple – and just the job for the bodywork and 

engine. There’s a fuss-free chain cleaner that 

sprays on and hoses off, too. I still use a 

bucket of car shampoo and a brush to really 

get into the spokes (I already miss easier-to-

clean cast wheels), before gleaming the rims 

with WD-40. Then I give the bodywork a squirt 

of polish, the metal a mist of anti-corrosion 

spray and douse the chain with fresh lube.

Super cleaners



GE
AR

| JUNE 2016110

 HANDS ON

#7 The pre-ride check

Unless your name is Valentino,

Jorge or Maverick, chances are

you won’t walk out of your garage on

Sunday to find a uniformed man holding

your perfectly prepared bike, ready for

you to jump on and ride. Besides, that

might look odd on a suburban street in

Basingstoke. For us non-racers, getting

ready for each ride is our responsibility

– and a few checks make life easier.

First things first: make sure you

know where the key is. Then

check your kit. Make sure your visor

is clean, and that there are no holes

in anything – gloves, leathers, boots

– from wear and tear or damage. Make

sure you have your wallet and phone.

Before you move the bike, look

underneath it. Any sign of leaking

fluids – be they petrol, oil or coolant?

If so, work out where they came from.

You might not be going for a ride today.

Assuming there are no

signs of distress on the 

floor, wheel the bike into the 

sunlight and check round for

any signs of damage or bits 

hanging off. You should 

remember if you damaged

it last time you rode it, but

accidents can happen in

garages. If you have a

chain-driven bike, did you

lube it after your last ride?

If not, check the tension now

and give it some love. It’ll

only take a second.

Now, where’s that key? Still got

it? Good. Turn the ignition on and,

with the bike in neutral, fire the bike

up. Check all the lights are working,

including the indicators and brake light.

Unless you’ll wake the neighbours or

disturb a funeral (or if it’s after 11pm)

give the horn a toot. Then hit the kill

switch before anyone works out it

was you. Check the fuel gauge – and

if in doubt, lift the filler cap and see if

there’s any juice inside. Listen for a

slosh if necessary.

Take the key out of the bike and go

back into the garage to get a tyre

“Getting ready for
each ride is our
responsibility”

pressure gauge. Check you have the 

correct cold pressures now, before 

you ride anywhere. If your bike has  

a tyre pressure monitoring system, it  

will tell you if there’s air missing – after 

you’ve ridden a few miles. However, if 

a tyre is dangerously low, you need to 

know before you try to pull away.

Finally, before you get going, take 

a second to do any sat nav fiddling 

while you’re stationary – don’t try to 

plug a route in while you’re riding. 

Check your suspension settings, 

whether they’re manual or electronic. 

One last thing: where’s the key? Found 

it? Good. Now go and enjoy the ride.

FEEL THE PRESSURE

Always check pressures when

the tyres are cold – before

you’ve even ridden a mile or

two. Have a trusted gauge and

keep it somewhere handy.

Q My front tyre loses pressure, 

but I don’t think it’s a puncture.  

I have to pump it up by 20psi every 

three weeks. It has plenty of tread, 

so I don’t want to have to replace it. 

A Your problem could be your valve, 

or is more likely to be the way the 

tyre is seated on the rim. Front tyres 

wear less than rears, so end up 

staying on the rim longer. The rim face 

can become corroded over time, 

leading to minute leaks through the 

bead. A bike shop should be able to 

take your tyre off, replace the valve

just in case, rub down the inside of the

rim with a wire brush, then use fresh

tyre soap to refit the tyre.

Q What is a good choice for cheap

transport with maximum fun?

I was thinking of a Kawasaki ER-6n

or a BMW F700GS. I’m especially

keen to keep running costs down.

A Both are frugal and reliable. The

Kawasaki has been around since

2005, so if you have a spill you should

be able to sort it easily using 

secondhand parts.

Servicing on both bikes is simple 

and can easily be done at home, 

saving money on labour. Tyre firms all 

turn their previous premium tyres into 

a budget range, saving a good chunk

over the latest offerings. A chain oiler,

which costs £20-£100, will help your

chain and sprockets last around five

times longer. Crash bungs can help

reduce costs in a spill. Make sure

your tyre pressures are correct for

optimum mpg, and if your bike is naked

try a screen. Lastly, your right wrist

HELPING YOUR KIT WORK BETTER AND LAST LONGER

needs to be smooth and gentle.

Q I took my Arai Quantum 2 

helmet out of the garage for my 

first ride this year an the visor now 

fogs up. It never used to, and the 

Pinlock is still fitted. Any ideas?

A If your helmet has been stored in 

the garage there is a chance the 

visor insert has shrunk, causing a 

slight gap between the visor. Take the 

visor off, remove the insert and give 

everything a good clean in warm, mild 

soapy water. Dry with another cloth 

and a hairdryer, then refit by gently 

straightening the visor and refitting  

the insert between the posts.

If you can’t get it to seal you may 

have to adjust the posts, or visit your 

nearest Arai specialist.

 BMW F700GS is a great choice 

for keeping running costs low



VISIT THE

GREAT WAR BATTLEFIELDS 
with a Biking Historian

Stay at the Best 
Biker’s Bed & 

Breakfast in Picardy
or our 

SELF-CATERING APARTMENT
Secure bike parking

Martin and Kate Pegler warmly welcome 
you to Orchard Farm on the Somme

TEL: 00333 22 86 56 72 

www.orchardfarmsomme.com
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SPECIALIST DIRECTORY

SOUTH AFRICA

blazingtrailstours.com
The Planet's Tastiest Motorcycle Adventures

�� ���� �	
 ��	 £1795!

Call: 05603 666788

Included: Bikes | Accommodation | Mountain Passes | Support Vehicle

Rivers | Amazing Scenery | Baboons | Transfers | Experienced Guides

Beaches | BBQs | Dirt/Tarmac/Both | Sunsets | Knobblies | Weather

Breakfasts. Optional: Flights | Wine | Elephants | Beer | Safaris | Biltong

Shark-Diving | Extra Days | Lion-Walking | Riding Instruction | Giraffes

www.hagon-shocks.co.uk

OVERSEAS TOURS

SHOCK ABSORBERS

visit our
website to see
new products

www.bumpstop.co.uk
tel: 01604 845050  sales@bumpstop.co.uk
Ideal for: van, trailer, workshop, transportation, and security* (*Thatcham approved version)

As used by the

Police, Suzuki GB,

Condor Ferries etc...
®

  

  

Quality new & used parts

01206 793111

www.motorcyclerecycle.co.uk
motorcyclerecycle@hotmail.co.uk

BUMPSTOP

ACCESSORY & PARTS RETAIL
ACCESSORIES

BATTERIES

NORMANDY
LA MOTTE

BIKE FRIENDLY B&B
Secure covered parking

PHONE BILL OR CAROL
0033-233-510084

www.lamottebandb.fr

STRATHCARRON 
HOTEL

SCOTLAND

“Ideal base hotel”  
Simon Weir, Ride magazine

Biker run hotel perfect 
for exploring Skye, 

Applecross and the North.

WEB: www.strathcarronhotel.co.uk 
EMAIL: strathcarronhotel@gmail.com

Tel: 01520 722227

LEADHILLS, SOUTH LANARKSHIRE, ML12 6XP

Highest residential hotel in 
Scotland, set amongst the

beautiful Southern Highlands

01659 74234
enquiries@hopetounarms.co.uk

www.hopetounarms.co.uk

SOUTHBOUND

B AND B 

FRANCE 

CORREZE

5mins off  the A20 jn 44 

Biker friendly bed and breakfast 

Enjoy the beautiful contryside and great 
roads of  the correze region of  France 

33 (0) 555 98 92 97   Enquiries: southboundbandb@gmail.com 

www.southboundbandb.co.uk

Come ride with

ACCOMMODATION 

IN FRANCE

CLOTHING & 

ACCESSORIES

ACCOMMODATION
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We were there too

Bennetts

Bennetts.co.uk 0330 018 5943

Get a new quote at

Trusted by riders for over 85 years

Motorcycle insurance specialist

Excellent customer service

Outstanding value

Common modifications as standard

Expert 24-hour claims helpline

Helmet & leathers cover

John McGuinness

Proudly backing 
the best of British

“

Save up to £243
with a Multi-Bike 
policy through 
Carole Nash*

IF YOU RIDE MORE THAN ONE BIKE, 
YOU COULD SAVE MONEY!*

0800 083 5566
You can only get this offer by calling

Based on reviews from
July 2015 December 2015

of customers

would recommend

CaroleNash96
2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2016

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. 
*Based on an average customer saving of £243. Saving compared to buying two separate 
Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 48 year old male with 7 years NCB, riding a Honda 
900RR Fireblade and a BMW R1200 GS. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority,  firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading 
style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

carolenash.com
/insidebikes.com

@insidebikes

INSURANCE BROKERS

CLOTHING RANGE
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INSURANCE

Freephone:

0800 954 9843
Online quotes at: www.bwhh.co.uk

For all your insurance needs - bike, car, van,

multi-vehicle, home & travel

Proud sponsors
of the new 2016

Be Wiser
Ducati

British Superbike
Team

O� �The best policy at the best  

price, buy and save

O� �We search over 30  

insurance companies

O� FREE Breakdown Cover

O� FREE legal protection

O� Instant cover and instalments

O� �FREE Helmet & Leathers Cover 

including Personal Accident Cover

!¬FRESH¬APPROACH¬TO¬INSURANCE

#ALLåUSå&2%%åON�

����¬���¬����*
&INDåOUTåMOREåATåWWW�PRINCIPALINSURANCE�CO�UK

0RINCIPALå)NSURANCEåISåAUTHORISEDåANDåREGULATEDåBYåTHEå&INANCIALå#ONDUCTå!UTHORITY�
#ALLSåMAYåBEåRECORDEDåFORåTRAININGåANDåMONITORINGåPURPOSES�å
#ALLSåTOåTHISåNUMBERåCOST
NOåMOREåTHANåAåNATIONALåRATEåCALLåTOåANå��åORå��åNUMBERåANDåMUSTåCOUNTåTOWARDSåANY

INCLUSIVEåMINUTESåINåTHEåSAMEåWAYåASå��åANDå��åCALLS�

0RINCIPALç)NSURANCEç,TD�ç$ALTONç(OUSE�çç

$ANEç2D�ç3ALE�ç-ANCHESTERç-��ç�!2�ç

INSURANCE

Worldwide
Motorcycle
Holidays

FlyRide
TM

mcitours.com

01619417149

Details and full  
Tour Programme 
on our website

New Zealand

South Africa

Canada

USA
Deep South

Tail of the Dragon
Old Wild West

Monument Valley

OVERSEAS TOURS

RIDE WALES



01202 683910 www.thegearboxonline.co.uk

162 Stanley Green Road, Poole.

Located at THE GEAR BOX

BIG RANGE OF OUTSIZE
MOTORCYCLE CLOTHING

JACKETS UP TO 64’’ CHEST
TROUSERS UPTO 54’’WAIST

HELMETS UPTOXXXL
WATERPROOFS UPTO 12XL

BOOTS UPTO SIZE 50

www.ktm.com

GREAT DEALS ON

RC12
5

2015 MODELS

ECONOMI
90 G

LOW COST T
ONLY

STYLISH & F
ABS st

£2,999  On the roadNOW ONLY

ONE
BUILDING
ENDLESS 
POSSIBILITIES
Whatever your work or 

hobby, ProWorkshop 

can provide you with an 

ideal workspace!

Key Benefits:
-  Free Delivery & Installation   

 (within 100 miles of our factory)

-  Built in Under 2 days

-  10 Year Fully Inclusive Guarantee

-  Designed for a Minimum 30 

 Year Life

-  Planning Permission not Usually  

 Required

-  Designed and manufactured in   

 our UK factory

- Heavy duty steel sub frame

01296 821321
www.proworkshop.co.uk/ride

Free upgade to hardened floor 
worth up  to £432! Please quote 

‘Ride’ when you contact us



 SPECIAL READER OFFER

S
01858 438884 OVERSEAS READERS CALL +44 1858 438828

Lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat). Quote ref: ECAA

Never miss an issue Free UK delivery
to your door or download to your digital
device Savemoney on shop prices

3 GREAT AYS 
T !

Subscribe to



www.greatmagazines.co.uk/ride
Terms & Conditions: Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. This offer closes on May 17, 2016. Payments by Direct Debit are continuous until cancelled at your bank account. This offer cannot be used in 

conjunction with any other offer. Minimum term 12 months. Cost from landlines for 01 numbers per minute are (approximate) 2p to 10p. Cost from mobiles per minute (approximate) 10p to 40p. Costs vary depending on the 

geographical location in the UK. You may get free calls to some numbers as part of your call package – please check with your phone provider. Order lines open 8am-9.30pm (Mon-Fri), 8am-4pm (Sat). UK orders only. 

Overseas? Please phone +44 1858 438828 for further details. Calls may be monitored or recorded for training purposes. For full terms and conditions please visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/offer-terms-and-conditions

3 WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE...

OFFER 1 
PRINT ONLY

 Pay by a quarterly 

Direct Debit of £10

   12 issues by annual 

Direct Debit of £40 

   12 issues for £50 

when you pay by 

credit/debit card/

PayPal 

OFFER 2 
DIGITAL ONLY

 Pay by a quarterly 

Direct Debit of £7.25

   12 issues by annual 

Direct Debit of £29 

   12 issues for £29 

when you pay by 

credit/debit card/ 

PayPal 

OFFER 3 
PRINT & iPAD

 Pay by a quarterly 

Direct Debit of £11.25

   12 issues for £45 

when you pay by 

credit/debit card/

PayPal

 12 issues by annual 

Direct Debit of £45 

BEST
OFFER
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YOUR SAY

LETTERS Email ride@ride.co.uk, 
Write to us RiDE, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA

WIN AN OXFORD
AQUA30 BAG
WORTH £50
This heavy-duty roll-top luggage bag
is dry and rugged, easy to fit to a bike
and convenient for carrying around.

Win another fantastic Oxford

product in next month’s RiDE

LETTER OF THE MONTH

My much-loved Shoei Mulitec

was, I have to admit, somewhat

past its “best by” date. A new

helmet was called for. I shopped

around and got sore ears trying

on various options. My last port

of call was my local BMW dealer

who had one that fitted the bill

perfectly – I bought it.

Naturally it was only polite

to stroll casually around their

showroom and look at the various

bikes that the dealer had to offer.

And there it was: a two-year-old

R1200R Classic. I couldn’t justify

buying it when they first appeared

(too pricey) even though I lusted

after one, but with only 3000

miles on the clock and at a

substantial saving on its new

price, I just had to have it.

After a test ride, some haggling

and a good trade-in on my

F800ST the bike was mine,

and it’s wonderful. I now have

a matching bike and lid.

All I can say is that was the

most expensive helmet I’ve ever

bought…

Dave Johnson

Went in for a lid, 
lef it a bi

Cars have got it right
The March edition’s Honda

NC700/750 buying guide included a

familiar comment: head bearings and

suspension pivots are undergreased

at the factory, so it’s worth spending

a few hours sorting it rather than

waiting for it to seize.

The average owner doesn’t have

the time or experience to dismantle

and reassemble head bearings,

suspension pivots and swingarm,

etc. Why haven’t the manufacturers

installed grease nipples in these

areas? It would then take just a few

minutes every six months or so to

grease properly.

Even the old Mini had grease

nipples on its radius arm bearings,

the equivalent of the swingarm on a

bike. Kev Raymond’s guide also said

that the NC’s engine is based on half

a Honda Jazz engine, with the

tappets supposed to be done every

8000 miles. What has happened to

the hydraulic tappets from the Jazz?

In 1984 I purchased a Vauxhall

Cavalier which had hydraulic tappets

Fuel me once
I enjoyed “How far can you go?” in

the May issue, as I like to use as little

petrol as possible while still not

taking too long over any journey.

Phil West really deserves a medal

for doing the greater part of the ride

to Edinburgh on the Honda CB125F

– not a bike I would choose for long

distances on dual carriageways.

For me the report highlighted how

much riding style affects mpg. I don’t

ride in an extreme manner, but I do

try to anticipate what is likely to

happen ahead so I can throttle off to

slow down without using the brakes.

I also tend not to accelerate too

harshly most of the time, because

it’s mechanically unsympathetic and

it uses more petrol.

In 28,000 miles and six years of

owning a Honda Deauville I have

averaged 63mpg. The highest mpg

has been 74mpg – this was on the M5

with a strong tailwind. My lowest of

54mpg was also on the M5, but with

a strong headwind. On the more

economical journey I used 25 per

cent less petrol.

With the Honda’s 19-litre tank this

kind of economy means that it’s good

for well over 200 miles under most

circumstances, and in the right

conditions 250 miles or more.

Bill Henwood

Resistance is futile
What a coincidence. Sitting with a

pint in the Kylesku hotel, following

a magical ride up from Perth,

admiring the blue BMW R1200GS

Adventure that got me here, as I

read page three of your May issue

and decide to write this email.

The truth is I resisted getting a

GS for so long. Part of me wanted

to go against the adventure bike

and GS trend. Why did I need an

off-road-capable bike anyway, and

an expensive one at that?

Then I rode one. First the GS,

then the GSA. Wow! Epiphany is

the right word. Power, comfort,

but above all remarkable balance

and agility – it just felt spot on and

made me so happy.

I have been changed bikes all too

often, searching for the ‘perfect’

bike for my wants and needs. But

for me Big Blue is perfect. I can’t

remember the last time I checked

the ads to look at other bikes.

Aristomenis Charitos

Boxering clever
I wrote off my BMW R70/6 and 

though I had no broken bones I 

was on crutches for a month. 

Some three years later I went to 

World of BMW for two days of 

one-to-one instruction.

I asked to go on the new 

R1200GS. The instructor, Tilly, was 

very diplomatic when I looked on 

the bike for the fuel tap: it hasn’t 

got one, so lesson one over.

I was then asked to ride in  

a circle both clockwise, then 

anticlockwise, on full lock. I have 

ridden bikes since 1963 (my fist 

was a BSA C15) and the GS was 

the easiest to ride slowly.

Then on to the road. It was a 

revelation – third gear was so 

tractable that most of the 

morning’s ride could be 

accomplished in it.

So why don’t I ride a GS? I ride 

an R1150RT and an R100/7 because 

the RT has good weather 

protection and the R100 is the lust 

and I have never needed to adjust the 

tappets on my cars since that date – 

that’s more than 30 years!

Manufacturers need to spend less 

time on gizmos and devote more 

effort to getting the basics right.

Neil Bennett

 There are still things 

Honda’s NCs can learn 

from the car world, 

says Neil Bennett
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‘Commuter’ seems a cop-out for

anything that doesn’t fall into the

stereotypes: sports, tourer, retro,

adventure, etc. In reality it seems to

mean sensible do-everything bikes.

Mike Johnson

Don’t panic
I regard Andrew Dalton’s answer to

the question of how Brexit would

affect bikers (RiDE, May) as

misleading scaremongering.

He says that if we leave the EU it

could make travelling through Europe

difficult with long delays at each

border. Rubbish: I have been driving

all over Europe, both by bike and as a

truck driver since 1971, and crossing

borders since early days on a bike

has never been more than stopping

to show passports and documents,

never more than a few minutes.

Remember we are not part of the

Schengen agreement that allows free

movement across Europe. It has not

hindered us, and there is no reason

to believe that this will change.

Anthony Ford

of my life, well made, easy to

manoeuvre, reliable and relatively

cheap to run.

But the GS is something else:

beautifully balanced, tractable and

a joy to ride.

Carl Calvert

Beemer or Busa?
What a great issue. I bought it

because of the GS buying guide, as

I’ve been considering buying a BMW

R1200GS for future European

touring. My bike at the moment is

a 2002 Suzuki Hayabusa. This year

we’re using it to tour Spain and the

Pyrenees, which will be our third

tour abroad on it, having visited

Sweden, Denmark, Germany, France,

Italy, Germany, Belgium, Holland and

the Isle of Man TT in previous years.

I’m still not sure about a GS, as

we’ve found the Hayabusa to be a

very capable and reliable ‘adventure’

bike. Touch wood it’s never let me

down, and my wife thinks we should

get another, newer one. Perhaps you

could do a future feature on

large-capacity sportsbikes as

tourers, such as the BMW K1300S,

Kawasaki ZZR1400 and the latest

Suzuki Hayabusa.

Henry Allcock

More of the same
So that’s what this month’s issue is

all about? I got the impression EVERY

issue of RiDE was a GS love letter.

The majority of the readers’ bikes are

GSs. There is always some article

about them. I think I’ll skip this one.

Craig Low

 Love it or hate it, the 

GS phenomenon isn’t 

ending any time soon

Not just a commuter
It amuses me when bikes as big as  

a 750 are referred to as commuter 

bikes. I like Honda’s new NC750, 

which could easily take me from 

Liverpool to London, but that’s not 

the sort of commuting I would fancy.
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 WORLD OF BIKES

The best customs from the ExCel show

W I
Photographs by Stuart Collins

Norton café racer
Various bits from

Norton’s heyday have

been assembled in an

entirely fresh way by

Wiltshire’s Burnout

Bikes. The frame is

a Norton Featherbed,

the forks are based on

the Norton Roadholder

and the engine is a

modified 750. The

petrol and oil tanks

are handmade alloy.

Yamaha V-Max turbo
Take a Yamaha V-Max, bore it out,

add nitrous injection, a turbocharger,  

a massive rear wheel, lots of shiny bits, 

and just keep going. That’s what the 

guys at Manleys in Clacton-on-Sea did.

Suzuki Bandit
streetfighter

 The engine and frame began life 

in a late-’90s Suzuki Bandit 1200, 

but owner Andy Knowles and his 

mates have modified and combined 

them with Triumph Speed Triple 

forks, wheels and rear hub, with  

a custom-made single-sided 

swingarm and underseat exhaust. 

Lovely oil cooler, isn’t it?

Norton V8
 Owner John Crudgington 

built his own 1700cc V8 

engine, squeezed it into a 

Norton Featherbed frame, 

added some Honda wheels 

and brakes, fitted a Burman 

gearbox and Norton race 

tank, and incorporated other 

homemade parts, including 

the exhaust. Remarkable.



  

Home entertainment for motorcyclists

Leanings
Author Peter Egan Price From £1.50 online

It may not have been as unexpected as the death of

David Bowie, but the loss of former Cycle magazine

editor Phil Schilling a year ago was every bit as

saddening and troubling for those of us who grew

up reading ’70s and ‘80s US motorcycle magazines.

Especially when working in tandem with Cook

Neilson, his was a formidable talent: he crafted

magazines that, decades later, are still insightful,

stylish, funny and authoritative. He wrote some

books too, but was at his best in the team sport

of motorcycle journalism.

Neilson himself is out of the motowriting game but

keeps himself busy with frequent chippy tweets 

about US politics. Gordon Jennings has long gone. 

Allan Girdler is largely occupied with writing about 

Harleys. Kevin Cameron remains in top form. And 

P  E   h    dl l   

Peter Egan – has drifted into semi-retirement, no

longer writing his monthly car and bike columns.

Fortunately, plenty of his recent stuff can be found

on the Cycle World website, and various collections

of his magazine work are available for pennies. This

paperback, first published in 2002, has just cost me

£1.50 plus postage from Amazon. It’s 40 per cent

columns but mostly features, with the emphasis on

his travel stories, including the one that first got him

published back in 1977. That first piece is the story of

a failed attempt to ride with his wife Barb from

Wisconsin to Seattle on his Norton Commando, a

bike that proved to be less reliable than he hoped,

but the breakdown is what turned the ride into a

story. It’s very funny and it’s so vivid that you start

to believe you were actually there, riding with them.

It’s brilliant, and plenty more is as good. This is the 

best book of motorcycle writing I’ve ever read.

C li  O l d 

BMW R80
 This fine-looking BMW is the work 

of Rasio Motorcycles, customisers 

based in Reigate in Surrey. They like 

to be thorough in their builds, but 

they also like the end results to be 

clean, focused and very usable.

This R80-based one-off has been 

rebuilt from the ground up. Changes 

includes Hagon suspension 

components, hidden wiring, a 

lowered tank and a whole bunch  

of minimalism.

The finished bike harks back to  

the ’30s but also ties in with BMW’s 

current R nineT family. Neat.

Rasio is Welsh for race, by the way.

WHO IS PETER EGAN?

US motorcycle journalist who

first appeared in Cycle World

nearly 40 years ago. Leanings

is a combination of 21 of his

features and 27 of his columns.

Buell 1125R low rider
 The 1125R was the most 

conventional bike made by Buell, 

but Chris Stirrup’s rebuild is quite 

the opposite. Those pipes are as 

loud as they look.
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 BACK IN THE DAY

Our biggest 
ever test

 tells it like it was...

2004

IN OUR JUNE 2004 issue we pieced

together a test of 34 sporty bikes of

1000cc or above. The aim of RiDE’s

biggest ever test was to put those bikes

through a series of tests and end up

with an overall winner.

The bikes were initially divided

into five categories: four-cylinder

superbikes, V-twin superbikes, sports

friendly (that’s a label that didn’t catch

on, isn’t it?), naked sportsbikes and

sports tourers. They were all judged by 

testers Tim Skilton, Jim Moore and Kev 

Smith on their value, usability, comfort, 

availability and pillion-friendliness. 

The five group winners were then 

further assessed by a set of three 

readers, to bring the perspective of 

non-professional testers.

That final group consisted of the 

Honda Fireblade, Aprilia RSV Factory, 

Yamaha Fazer 1000, Kawasaki Z1000 

and Honda Blackbird. Given the real- 

world emphasis of the criteria, it was 

never going to be the Aprilia that came

out top. “Like the other machines in this

genre,” Skilton wrote, “the RSV is no

town bike. In fact, at low speeds all of

them are nothing short of terrible.”

Not that Skilton, Moore and Smith

didn’t have a fine old time exploring the

sportier potential of all these bikes, not

least the 173bhp Hayabusa: “Kev Smith

managed to shred a tyre in less than 200

miles on the Suzuki.”

It was perhaps inevitable that the 

winner was going to come from the 

sports friendly group: the Fazer pipped

the king of the sports tourers, the 

Blackbird. “Aboard the Fazer virtually

everything is possible. During our test,

the Yamaha kept up with the big four

sportsbikes on all but the very maddest

of journeys. Even on a trackday, the 

Fazer will put up a bloody good show

in the right hands.

“On everyday roads where the 

dedicated sportsbikes would have your

 The tricky bit in assembling a 2016 version 

of this sporty 1000cc+ group test would be 

in deciding which bikes to include and how  

to categorise them. In the 2004 story, there 

was no need to spell out the exclusion of 

most adventure-style bikes and all the big 

tourers. But today, when the likes of the 

KTM 1290 Super Adventure and BMW K1600 

offer not just big power but also some very 

advanced chassis technology, why wouldn’t 

they be in there? We’d be spoilt for choice.  

A nice problem to have.

Today’s version

 Spot the intruders 

lurking in the ranks  

of pure sportsbikes

wrists aching and your blood 

pressure rising, the Fazer whisks 

along, cosseting you with a plush seat 

and comfortable riding position.”

Hard to argue with any of that. With 

hindsight, it reads like an obituary for 

the mass-selling full-on sportsbike.
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Carole Nash, a name you can trust

Carole Nash cover ®

We cover your mate’s bike when
YOU ride it FREE of charge!*

SAVE UP 
TO £243

ON A MULTI-BIKE POLICY**

� RIDER COVER®* - FREE accidental damage 
cover when riding other bikes

���UK & European breakdown and accident 
recovery, including Homestart assistance 
worth over £100

���Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the 
event of an accident which is not your fault

��FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30^

��Dedicated UK based call centre

Based on reviews from 
July 2015  December 2015

of customers 

would recommend 
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