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Call or email us and mention ad CBG-GW14 for our free 
catalog and a free gift from COR®BON/Glaser Ammunition

2014 Shot Show Business Company Of The Year!
“The SHOT Business awards recognize and acknowledge 

leadership in the shooting sports industry. Simply put, the 
winners of these awards represent the best in business,”

- Slaton L. White, editor of SHOT Business.

Every Box, Every Bullet, Every Round!
From development through production to packaging, the COR®BON/

Glaser team takes pride in the innovation, workmanship and customer 

service that goes into our entire line of defensive and hunting 

ammunition. COR®BON/Glaser Ammunition is proud to put “Made in 

USA” on all of our boxes, and we stand behind our products 100%.
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A h, serendipity.
You may call it

kismet, karma or
ko-incidence, but however
you choose to describe it,
“it” was working overtime
for me at the recent SHOT
Show.

Now, I’m a history buff with a passion
for everything from Americana and pop
culture to back issues of Gun World, and
boy, am I glad I’d honed up on the latter.

The first day, while waiting in the S&W
booth for a free lunch, I struck up a con-
versation with Frank James, currently
writing for Shooting Times and The
Shotgun News. Spying my show badge,
he shared how Jack Lewis, our long-time
editor, got him into the gun-writing busi-
ness. 

“If you want to hear some great Jack
Lewis stories,” he added, “Talk to Jack
Mitchell.”

The next morning, I spied Frank again
and sauntered over to confirm the name
of the man with the great stories. 

“Jack Mitchell,” he reminded me.
Then, pointing to the escalator, he
added, “Here he comes now.”

Ironically, Frank wasn’t a half-minute
into his introduction of Jack—whose GW
tenure began in 1977—when another
man came gliding down. By this time, I
wasn’t surprised to learn it was Steve
Comus, another former GW staffer and
editor.

Later, in the pressroom, I ran into
Patrick Sweeney—still one of the best in
the business—and he told me he sold
his first gun story to Jack Lewis.

I went to the SHOT Show, and a Gun
World reunion broke out.

The next day, I visited the Yankee Hill
booth to meet with marketing maven
Matt Hebert. Finally … someone who’d
never written for Gun World! But during
our chat, Matt tilted his head and asked,
“This is off topic, but do you have any
relatives in New England?”

I shared that my father’s grandfather
had been born in Maine.

Matt stepped away, returning a few
moments later with a YHM co-worker
named—wait for it—Jay Hodgkins.

No, Jay isn’t my doppelganger, much

to his relief. But somehow, somewhere
along the lineage, odds are we’re both
related to Thomas Hodgkins, who emi-
grated from England to Boston and parts
north a few centuries ago.

A few minutes after leaving YHM and
my kin behind, and with the strains of
“It’s a Gun World, after all” running
through my head, the whole experience
came full circle when I got a Hornady hat
signed by Craig Boddington, who—you
guessed it—used to write for Gun World.

The NSSF reported that the 2014
SHOT Show broke all previous records
with more than 67,000 in attendance.
What the data didn’t reveal was how
many of those were named “Craig” or
“Hodgkins” or how many have written
for Gun World over the years.

But based solely on my personal
SHOT Show experience, and a serendip-
itous sample size, I’m guessing it was a
bunch.
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Phone 913-362-9455   •   www.hodgdon.com

Clean your handgun at speeds in excess of 1100 fps 
with new Copper Fouling Eraser (CFE™) Pistol powder. 
Because the simplest way to wipe out fouling is to 
not let it build up in the fi rst place.
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ASK the
EXPERTS
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We do the research so you don’t have to.

OUR APRIL EXPERTS

LEROY THOMPSON is an internationally recognized
authority on weapons and tactics, and the author of
50 books. His current feature on Springfield Armory’s
National Match Rifle may be found on page 44.

THOMAS C. TABOR is Gun World’s resident hunting
columnist, and routinely goes afield in pursuit of small
birds, large game and good stories. His most recent
“Today’s Hunter” column may be found on page 64.

FEELING BLUE

QUESTION: I’ve seen several references to police or military
personnel training with “blue guns.” What are blue guns?

— Doug M., Orlando, Florida

LEROY THOMPSON ANSWERS: The term “blue guns” is
used to refer to weapons either designed to fire—or using a
conversion unit to fire—Simunitions die/paint marking rounds.
Simunitions cartridges are normally available in blue and red,
and are designed to allow realistic force-on-force training
against an “enemy” that can shoot back. One side will use one
color and the other another.

Weapons which use Simunitions rounds are blue in color

and designed so that they will not take a live round. Still, great
care is taken to keep live rounds away from the training area.
Although Simunitions are designed to allow trainees to engage
each other safely, protective gear must be worn to protect the
eyes and other vital areas. Normally, military or SWAT person-
nel will wear their standard body armor, headgear, and gog-
gles, as well as long-sleeved shirts and full-length trousers.
This combo should provide sufficient protection. The use of
Simunitions training is excellent to teach tactical units to be
aware of blind spots and use of cover as well as other dangers
they might encounter operationally.

USMC Recon operators practice clearing an oilrig using M4 Carbines utilizing Simunitions conversions. 

U
S

M
C
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QUESTION: I have a buddy that says
that the .17 Mach 2 is an inferior car-
tridge to the .17 HMR, and isn’t worthy
of consideration for varmint shooting.
What are the differences between the
two cartridges?

—John J., Corvallis, Oregon

TOM TABOR ANSWERS: Far too
many shooters have the same mindset
as your buddy. I believe the .17 Mach 2
is the most under-rated, under-appreci-
ated and misunderstood cartridge cur-
rently being produced. While it is true
that the .17 Mach 2 leaves the muzzle
generally about 450 fps slower than the
.17 HMR, I can guarantee you after
shooting both for several years now that
a ground squirrel, prairie dog or rabbit
can’t tell the difference. 

Because both cartridges are essen-
tially 100-yard calibers, the major limit-
ing factor in their effective use is the
lightweight bullets that they possess.
The most common bullet for both is the
17.0-grain, but there are some 15.5-grain
choices in both, and a 20.0-grain for the
.17 HMR. These tiny projectiles can be
severely affected by wind and gravity,

and those factors have more of limiting
potential on the cartridges effectiveness
than the differences in muzzle velocity.

A positive factor on the side of the .17
Mach 2 is that the ammunition is fre-
quently cheaper than the .17 HMR. Pe-
rusing the various ammo supply houses
I have found that .17 HMR ammunition
can run anywhere from about 140% to a
staggering 345% higher than its smaller
counterpart. On the plus side of the .17
HMR, you can generally expect to find a
larger selection of rifles to choose from
chambered for it, and availability and se-
lection of ammo will likely be better.

Hornady first developed .17 HMR in
2002 by essentially taking a .22 magnum
case and necking it down to accept the
smaller diameter .17 caliber bullet. That
addition to the rimfire line was so suc-
cessful for Hornady that 2 years later
they took the same approach to produce
the .17 Mach 2, but this time they
necked down a .22 L.R. case.

I have rifles chambered in both, but
over the years I have become so fond of
the .17 Mach 2 that I generally choose it
over the .17 HMR. I like the less report
and the cheaper ammunition cost. GW

MACH SENSE

The .17 Mark 2 was originally produced by

necking down a piece of .22 LR brass in order

to accept the .17 caliber bullet.

.17 Mach 2 ammunition is being made by a variety of manufacturers. 
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Ruger’s new incarnation of the famous Red Label is a
winner for upland game, waterfowl and clays shooters. 
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Ruger’s Legendary Red Label Stack Barrel is Back…and Better

Story & Photos by Dave Workman
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Red Label takes 2 ¾- and 3-inch shells. It loads
quickly, locks up tight and is a delight to shoot.
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Happily, the Red Label remains a win-
ner, whether you’re after live gamebirds
or clay targets. The original was at home
in the uplands, goose pits and duck
blinds, and was also a solid fit on a
Sporting Clays range. It certainly never
hurt that the Red Label was made in
America by craftsmen who obviously
knew a thing or two about
shotguns…and the people who shoot
them.

Here’s the good news. If you thought
the original was a gem, the “new, im-
proved” model could easily be a jeweled
crown. Right out of the case, I wiped it

down, assembled it and threw it up to
my shoulder. It fit almost as if it were
built for me, and swinging it right or left
quickly convinced me that in the grouse
woods or cornfields, it would deliver the
goods shot after shot.

BUILT FOR LONGEVITY
I took delivery of a test model (Serial

No. 412-01767) about ten days after it
was announced last fall, and from the
get-go I was impressed. My first thought
was, “This ain’t your granddaddy’s shot-
gun!” 

It is a very well crafted piece of equip-

ment, built for years of service. It comes
in a molded semi-soft-side compartmen-
talized case with ample padding and a
zipper closure. This case is perfect for
transporting the gun to the range or
field, and it will take some bouncing
around.

Inside the case, I found Briley choke
tubes in Full, Modified and Improved
Cylinder, and in the barrels were a pair
of Briley Skeet tubes. Ruger also sup-
plied a choke tube wrench and see-
through plastic containers for the tubes.

Swapping out the tubes was easy. For
upland hunting, I’d suggest setting it up
to fire the bottom barrel first, fitted with
the I/C tube, followed by the top barrel
and the Modified tube in heavy cover,
while I might fudge a bit for pheasants
and chukars by using the Full choke tube
for follow-up shots.

Ringnecks can get up and go pretty
fast, and those darned chukars are fa-
mous for rising from cover and then
heading downhill to pick up air speed in
the steep canyon country of Eastern
Washington where I’ve found them
along the Columbia and Snake Rivers. A
speeding bird is very difficult to hit, even
on a straightaway shot, and while they
can’t quite outrun a load of No. 6 or 7 ½
shot, I’ve seen them do aerial acrobatics
that were surprising. I would, however,
gamble that a shooter equipped with the
Red Label will do rather well against
these birds.

Shotgun aficionados began smiling again last De-
cember when Ruger announced the return of the fa-
mous Red Label over-and-under, a smoothbore that

had earned a loyal following. It will no doubt garner new
fans with its recent resurrection.

The Ruger Red Label opens wide, and the action is strong and reliable.

With the tang shifted to the right, the bottom barrel will be first to let go.

The tang safety doubles as the barrel selector,

shown here with the top barrel being first to fire.

www.gunworld.com APRIL 2014 |  GUN  WORLD 15
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REDESIGNED AND REFINED
According to Ruger, this new Red

Label version has been redesigned with
“refined inner workings” that certainly
functioned first rate for yours truly. It has
a single selective trigger and the tang
safety doubles as the selector, same as
on virtually every other stack-barrel shot-
gun I’ve ever fired. 

Chambered in 12-gauge and capable of
handling 3-inch magnums, the Red Label
is a handsome devil, with a low profile
brushed stainless receiver and richly
blued barrels. It’s one of the better bluing
jobs I’ve seen in some time, and that’s
saying something because today’s fin-
ishes are all rather well done. The barrels
are cold hammer forged from chrome-
moly steel and glass smooth through the
bores. They have two-inch forcing cones
and are back bored to help reduce recoil.
Barrel-to-receiver lockup is solid, which is
not surprising, because I’ve never heard
of a Red Label that was not tight. 

One little visual difference between
the new Red Label and older models is
that the release lever on the new incar-
nation is brushed stainless. In the old
days, it was blued like the barrels.

Another observation about the Red
Label barrels is that there is no solid rail
between the two, and that helps them
cool off a bit quicker during heavy shoot-
ing sessions.

The stock is first-class, cut from Amer-
ican walnut with a curved grip and ta-
pered slim forend with a stainless steel
latch release. Checkering on the grip and

16 GUN WORLD | APRIL 2014 www.gunworld.com

LOCKING IN…AND OUT
Ruger provides a locking device with the Red Label that, when installed, makes it impossible to assemble the gun. I actually like this

rather simple little safety feature because it seems impossible to defeat. The Ruger padlock that makes it work is hardened steel, and

could probably take a pounding with a ball-peen hammer and still not pop loose. The locking spool is spring loaded and recessed on

both ends to fit right on the barrel mounting surfaces and it locks up tight.

The Red Label comes with five Briley choke tubes and a Briley choke wrench. 

GWRed  2/5/14  11:47 PM  Page 16



Introducing The New Line of Innovative
Ammunition Packaging by FIOCCHI USA.

TRACER SHOTSHELLS, RIMFIRE, CENTERFIRE Pistol, Revolver and Rifle Ammunition
Packaged in StackAble, PackAble, StorAble CANS.

For the Fiocchi dealer near you, Call 417.449.1043 / visit www.fiocchiusa.com

SINCE 1876
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forend is top notch; crisp but not so
sharp that it chafes the hand. At the rear
is a Pachmayr Decelerator recoil pad that
also soaks up recoil, so what you have is
a 12-gauge that kicks more like a 20-
gauge, and that’s something anyone
should be able to handle. Frankly, I can-
not recall a single instance when I have
felt recoil when shooting at live game,
and that covers a hell of a lot of shooting
over the years.

The Decelerator is a personal favorite
of mine, and I’ve mounted them on sev-
eral of my rifles and personal shotguns.
It was a good move by Ruger to include
this on the updated model.

ART WITH A BANG!
Ruger designed the stock so it has a

14.5-inch length of pull, a 1.5-inch drop
at the comb and a 2.5-inch drop at heel.
The finish on this stock is handsome,
and has the appearance of being hand
rubbed and buffed. Wood-to-metal fit is
very good, and I was especially taken by

Ruger supplies the Red Label with a soft-sided, well-padded and compartmentalized carrying case that holds the shotgun broken down, a security
locking device and choke tubes.

Choke tubes fit flush to the muzzle and they
will handle steel shot as well as lead.
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the way the colors all seemed to com-
plement one another. The reddish
brown of the wood against the stainless
steel and blue barrels is striking. It’s al-
most art, with a bang!

Three different barrel lengths are
available (26, 28 and 30 inches), each
featuring a quarter-inch dovetailed vent
rib topped by a brass bead up front. On
the 30-inch barrels, there is also a mid-
point bead. My test piece came with the
26-inch tubes, and I suspect it’s because

somebody at Ruger knows I’m a grouse
hunting fanatic. Earlier last year—on the
September 1 grouse opener in Washing-
ton State—I actually collected what
might have been the first game with
Ruger’s American .22-caliber rifle. A re-
view of that rifle appeared in the Decem-
ber issue of Gun World, and my first

shot of the season put a fat blue grouse
in the pot.

But this time around we’re talking
shotguns, and the new Red Label has all
the earmarks of a champ. With those 26-
inch barrels, the gun swings fast, and
one needn’t worry too much about get-
ting tangled up in thick cover where one
typically finds late-season fool hens. If
you’re tramping through corn stubble or
across scabrock canyon breaks where
pheasants and chukars make their

homes, respectively, the shorter barrels
shave about a quarter-pound off the
overall weight of the Red Label, to 7.5
pounds. At the end of the day, that is
going to make a difference.

Another advantage of the 26-inch bar-
rel setup is that you’re not going to have
any trouble finding a full-length gun case

The stock is first-class,
cut from American walnut…

OUR SCCY 
WILL BACK YOU UP.
And we’ll back up your SCCY.

MSRP
$314

SCCY CPX-2
STARTING AT:

The NEW American  
gun company founded  
on the radical idea that  

In fact, we actually back up our new 9mm  

SCCY CPX-2 with a lifetime “no-questions-

asked” warranty that stays with the gun. So  

you can get the confidence of knowing that your 

SCCY will be ready to back you up—for life.

 FEATURES

 
  from 416 stainless steel

 
  second-strike capability

 
  10-round magazines

Get the security of our CPX-2...and our warranty.

1800 CONCEPT COURT 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114
866.729.7599   |   WWW.SCCY.COM

SPECIFICATIONS
STURM, RUGER

RED LABEL

ACTION:
Break action

GAUGE:
12-gauge/3-inch chambers

BARRELS:
26, 28 and 30 inches

STOCK:
Checkered American walnut

RECEIVER:
Stainless steel

TRIGGER:
Single selective

OAL:
43, 45 and 47 inches

(depending upon barrel)

MSRP:
$1,399
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to carry the fully assembled Red Label
from home to field, if that’s your prefer-
ence. As noted earlier, the factory soft-
sided case is up to the task, of course,
but some guys—me for example—keep

our guns put together in the field and a
full-length case comes in handy for that.

BARRELING AHEAD
This is not to dismiss the longer tubes.

For waterfowling, the 28-inch barrel
length is just right for working incoming
greenheads over a decoy set, or bringing
down fat Canadas or snow geese. Since
all the choke tubes are steel shot com-
patible, you’re all set. Remember to pat-
tern the gun with steel loads to see how
well the payload stays inside that magic
30-inch circle.

Ditto if you’re using some alternative
non-toxic shot, because it will perform
differently than a steel load, or even a du-
plex load. For example, I actually shot
grouse with Bismuth some years back,
and the stuff performed so much like
lead that I could hardly tell the difference.

Meanwhile, the 30-inchers seem to be
the choice of many Sporting Clays
gamers and skeet shooters, and I’d
never say no to anybody who hunted
with longer barrels, as these guys are
typically very good at hitting what
they’re shooting at.

But whatever length you choose, the
carrying case can be instantly adjusted
to accommodate any of the three barrel
lengths, thanks to removable foam
blocks.

The longer barrels add a bit of weight
to the guns, of course. With 28-inch bar-
rels, the weight rises slightly to 7.7
pounds and with the 30-inch tubes, the
Red Label hits the scales at 7.9 pounds.
That still isn’t too heavy for a day at the
range.

What one gets with the new Red Label
is the same old Ruger reliability and then
some, with a bit better balance, reduced
recoil and a whole lot of shotgun for the
price. GW

CONTACTS:
Strum, Ruger & Co., Inc.

(603) 865-2442

www.ruger.com

That Briley wrench works every time and it is rugged enough to last through years of service.

Bottom of the brush satin finished stainless re-
ceiver features the Ruger logo and Red Label
brand.

This new model features a stainless barrel latch, where the earlier models were fitted with blued
levers.
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www.lesbaer.com

See our entire line of
high performance custom rifles and pistols at…

When we decided to build our own line of
AR rifles, we knew they couldn't be like everyone
else's. So, from the beginning, our AR rifles have
featured the very best parts available anywhere,
many of them forged for toughness, then precision
machined on our own CNC horizontal machining
centers and broaching machines. They're all custom
built with painstaking care and they perform like no
other AR on the planet. More than 20 models are
available with multiple caliber choices and high tech
mission-specific options for law enforcement/tactical
or sporting use, including:

Les Baer Custom AR Super Varmint Model
.223 cal/5.56 mm, .204 Ruger, .264 LBC-AR TM, 6 x 45

Les Baer Custom .308 Cal/7.62mm
NATO Sniper Rifle

Les Baer Custom .308 Cal/7.62mm
NATO MONOLITH SWAT Model
Std or Mid-Length Barrel

Les Baer CustomMonolith
.308 Semi-Auto SWAT

Model

Les Baer
Custom .308
NATO Sniper

Rifle

1911
Les Baer
Custom
Boss .45

Les Baer
Custom

Ultimate 1911
Tactical Carry

5" Pistol

Les Baer Custom AR
Super Varmint Rifle

www.lesbaer.com

Also available: Les Baer Custom 1911 Pistols
More than thirty models of breathtakingly accurate
custom pistols including:

Les Baer Custom 1911 Boss .45
Les Baer Custom Ultimate 1911 Tactical Carry 5" Pistol

Performance. It’s Everything.

1804 Iowa Drive • LeClaire, Iowa 52753
Ph: 563-289-2126 • Fx: 563-289-2132

Email: info@lesbaer.com
Office Hours: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Central Time
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Each winter, the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) hosts the SHOT
(Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor Trade) Show, which annually brings together
manufacturers, distributers, wholesalers, retailers, and industry press for a four-

day exhibition extravaganza. The 2014 show broke all previous attendance records,
as more than 60,000 enthusiasts converged on the Sands Convention Center in Las
Vegas to see and sample the latest and greatest from the world’s top manufacturers.

For the past nine years, SHOT has also featured Media Day at the Range, an invitation-only event held
a day before the official start of SHOT. This year, more than 140 exhibiting manufacturers made avail-
able a selection of their newest firearms and accessories for testing at the Boulder City Pistol & Rifle
Range, making it the largest hands-on media event in the hunting and shooting industry.

In this expanded, bonus SHOT Show section, a hale, hardy and hand-picked group of Gun World writ-
ers offers a first look at the goods which caught their experienced eyes, either at Media Day or on the
SHOT Show floor.

— Craig Hodgkins, editor

SHOT
SHOW

STOPPERS
28

Quick Takes and Short Reviews of the Top Guns,
Gear & Gadgets from the 2014 SHOT Show

Gun World Contributors
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WHAT’S INSIDE:

24 HANDGUNS

30 SHOTGUNS

34 RIFLES

38 GEAR & GADGETS 
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From wheelguns and semi-autos to the an-
nual conversions and versions of the
beloved 1911, handgun offerings were

highly visible and visited at SHOT. On Media Day
at the Range and on the show floor, manufactur-

ers such as Smith & Wesson, Kimber, Colt, Glock
and Ruger lined up their latest alongside a variety
of newer and smaller—but often impressive—
makers. Here’s a handful that caught our atten-
tion.

HANDGUNS

S&W’S PERFORMANCE CENTER
MODEL 686
CONTACT:
WWW.SMITH-WESSON.COM

The S&W Performance Center “357 Mag 7x” Model 686
got my immediate attention, and that’s probably because of
my well-known affinity for short-barreled S&W revolvers; I
carry a vintage Model 19 with a 2½-inch barrel on the trail.
Like my personal sidearm, this new magnum has a round
butt design. According to S&W literature, this one is de-
signed as “a high-end personal protection revolver.”

This new seven-shooter is a Model 686-3 and also has a
2½-inch tube with a full underlug, adjustable rear sight,
dovetailed ramp front sight and a seven-round un-fluted
cylinder. Made from stainless steel with a glass bead finish
and a set of laminated wood finger groove grips that are tex-
tured on the flats for a solid hold, S&W’s new entry should fit
in any short L-frame holster. 

Unloaded, the new wheelgun weighs 34.6 ounces and has

an overall length of 7½ inches. It has a chromed trigger (a
nice touch of class!) and precision crowned muzzle. The ac-
tion has been hand-tuned and the cylinder is cut for moon-
clips, though I would personally round up some speed
loaders (I recommend the HKS Model 587A).

Most importantly, that tuned action is very smooth, and
the single-action let-off is crisp without being touchy to the
point of being called a “hair trigger.” Nope, I ran several
rounds of .38 Special down range with the 7x and while it
shot low with the particular load they were using at the
media range event outside Las Vegas, they grouped very
well. With full-house magnums, I’d bet this baby will put
them all where they belong.

This would make a great choice for concealed carry and
seven rounds of full-house .357 Magnum is enough to stop
any nasty predator on two or four legs.

For pricing information, please visit the S&W website.
— Dave Workman

Left side view Model 686.
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S&W MODEL 460XVR
CONTACT:
WWW.SMITH-WESSON.COM

Now, if you want something with a lit-
tle more horsepower because your
testosterone level just screams, “You
need this gun!” try the Performance Cen-
ter “snub nosed” five-round Model
460XVR revolver chambered for the .460
S&W Magnum. It will also handle .45
Colt and .454 Casull, but when you touch

off one of those massive .460s, you
know that you’ve fired a handgun.

Wearing a pair of Hogue textured
grips with finger grooves, this massive
stainless steel monster also has an un-
fluted cylinder, adjustable rear sight and
HiViz fiber optic green front sight. The 3
½ -inch barrel also features a full-length
underlug that is vented on both sides. It
has a glass bead finish, Performance
Center hand-tuned action and unloaded
weight of 59.5 ounces. The OAL is 10

inches, so this is hardly a concealment
handgun unless you’re the size of an
NFL lineman or professional wrestler.

I fired this gun in full daylight, but
would hazard a guess that at night, the
muzzle flash would light up a neighbor-

hood. With the .460 magnum load, recoil
is more than just noticeable. Likewise
when touching off a .454, while the .45
Colt doesn’t seem much more than the
.38 Special against the overall weight of
this huge handgun.

While it may seem intimidating for
some people, the M460XVR is about
3.75 pounds of reassurance if you hap-
pen to be traveling in bear country.

For pricing information, please visit
the S&W website.

— Dave Workman
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The M460XVR with three cartridges: (l-r) .45 Colt, .454 Casull and .460 S&W Magnum.
INSET: Fiber optic front sight on M460XVR.

Workman test-drives the Model 686 by putting some rounds downrange. 

The OAL is 10 inches,
so this is hardly a

concealment handgun
unless you’re the size

of an NFL lineman or
professional wrestler.
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HANDGUNS
WALTHER PPQ M2 22
MSRP: $749 (5-INCH)

CONTACT:
WWW.WALTHERARMS.COM

Walther’s PPQ is an excellent center-
fire semi-auto pistol that is loaded with
features, and for 2014 they are now of-
fering a version of the PPQ in .22 Long
Rifle. I had a chance to tour the Walther
facility last year and got a sneak-preview
of how this gun was built, and I was
thoroughly impressed by the quality of
the facility and the attention to detail. 

The PPQ M2 22 is available in either a
4-inch or 5-inch target version, and both
guns have the look and feel of the cen-
terfire models. The blowback action
works well, and the receivers are all ma-
chined from bar stock in the German fa-
cility. The trigger is light and clean,
breaking just under 5 pounds, and the

grip is among the most ergonomic and
comfortable of any .22 on the market. 

The .22 PPQ comes with two-12 round
magazines, and accuracy is excellent.
The adjustable sights are dovetailed into
the frame and the exterior has a stainless
matte black finish. The button magazine
release and the slide stop are reversible.

— Brad Fitzpatrick

PARA ELITE LS HUNTER
MSRP: $1,249

CONTACT:
WWW.PARA-USA.COM

Para offers an extensive line of 1911
pistols, and for 2014 they’ve added the
new Elite LS Hunter, a 10mm 1911 with

a nine-shot magazine. It comes with a
long 6-inch barrel, and is one of the
best options for those that can legally
hunt big game with a semi-auto pistol.
The rear target sight is fully adjustable
and the fiber optic front sight is easy to
see even in dim light. 

The frame and slide are both stain-
less, and the black IonBond finish looks

good and stands up against the ele-
ments. The VZ G10 grips are comfort-
able and help mitigate recoil from even
the hottest 10mm Auto hunting loads,
so if you love the 1911 and are looking
for a legitimate hunting pistol that is
built in the USA, then check out the
Elite LS Hunter. 

— Brad Fitzpatrick

Para’s Elite LS Hunter with a 6-inch barrel. 
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The new Walther PPQ M2
22 is available in either a
4-inch or 5-inch target
version.
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COLT MUSTANG XSP
MSRP: $649

CONTACT:
WWW.COLTSMFG.COM

Long a favorite of Colt customers,
the Mustang family recently got a little
bigger with the addition of the XSP
model, which features a polymer grip
frame, a molded thumb perch under
the safeties and enhanced texturing on
the front and back strap.

According to Colt, the front sight on
the XSP has been upgraded to a dove-
tailed design that is more visible to the
user. The slide serrations on the XSP
have also been enhanced to offer an
improved grip when working the slide.
The XSP features ambidextrous
safeties, rather than the typical single
sided safety. Two additional changes
are an integral 3/8-inch accessory rail
below the dust cover, and a squared
off trigger guard that will allow for easy

mounting of lasers and lights to en-
hance personal protection capabilities.

With a 6-round magazine capacity,
and chambered in .380 Auto, the Mus-
tang XSP is constructed of an ultra-
durable engineered polymer, making it
the lightest-weight of all the Mustang
models at less than 12 ounces. The
slide and barrel are machined from
stainless steel bar stock and the slide
has a blackened finish. 

— Craig Hodgkins
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The Mustang XSP is constructed of an
ultra-durable engineered polymer.
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S&W MODEL 69
.44 MAGNUM
MSRP: $849

CONTACT:
WWW.SMITH-WESSON.COM

Smith & Wesson has a long history of
building quality revolvers, and the com-
pany is perhaps best known for their line
of .44 Magnums made famous by Clint
“Harry Callahan” Eastwood. Now, for the
first time in their history, Smith & Wes-
son is offering an L-Frame .44 Magnum,
the 5-shot Model 69.

With its 4.25-inch barrel, the Model 69

will work for de-
fensive purposes
in the home (par-
ticularly when using
.44 Special ammo) and is
also a great trail gun in bear country. The
69 has a stainless finish, ball-detent
lockup, adjustable sights (red ramp front,
white outline rear box) and weighs in at
37.2 ounces unloaded.

The large, comfortable, cushioned
black grip makes recoil manageable and
the trigger is excellent.

— Brad Fitzpatrick

KIMBER CUSTOM
TLE SERIES

MSRP: $1,153

CONTACT:
WWW.KIMBERAMERICA.COM

Although they began by building rifles, Kimber has become
one of the largest producers of 1911 pistols in the world. It is no
surprise, then, that their most recent products reflect that grow-

ing legacy.
Developed in conjunction with military professionals and tactical law

enforcement personnel, the new Custom TLE series offer special features de-
signed to enhance performance in hard-use environments, the most obvious of
which is the threaded, extended barrel that permits, as Kimber literature states,
“the quick, secure attachment of a suppressor or compensator.”

I had the opportunity to throw a few rounds downrange with it at Media
Day, and found it to perform better than a few pricier 1911s I tested.

Other features include a steel frame and slide, match grade trigger, 3-dot
night sights and 30 lines-per-inch checkering on the front strap. The Cus-
tom TLE/RL II adds a Kimber Tactical Rail for quick attachment of lights
and laser sights for about $100 more. Both versions come chambered for
9mm or .45 ACP.

— Craig Hodgkins

HANDGUNS
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Smith & Wesson’s Model 69
is a great choice for home
defense. 
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The Commander-size 1911 from Republic Forge is capturing a good deal of attention.

REPUBLIC FORGE 1911
MSRP: $2,800

CONTACT:
WWW.REPUBLICFORGE.COM

Republic Forge is now building cus-
tom 1911 pistols, and they are already
garnering major attention. These guns
are built one-at-a-time by hand in the
company’s Perrytown, Texas facility, and
each new 1911 is accuracy tested before
leaving the factory and comes with a test
target. 

I did a bit of testing on my own with a
beautiful new Commander-size (4.25-

inch barrel) Republic Forge .45 with a
beautiful Burnt Bronze finish. The gun
shot extremely well, and the fit and func-

tion were flawless. The slide is made of
4340 carbon steel, and the barrel is 4150
ordnance steel, making this a robust gun
that will last for generations. 

Republic Forge now has a gun builder
on their website that allows consumers
to customize their own 1911 and view
their gun before ordering. It isn’t the
cheapest 1911 on the market, but for
those who want a world-class custom
pistol built distinctively to their specifica-
tions this is a bargain.

— Brad Fitzpatrick

The gun shot
extremely well,

and the fit
and function
were flawless.
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There is often a wider disparity in shotgun
offerings than in any other firearm seg-
ment, and that appeared to be true at this

year’s show. From side-by-sides and over-un-
ders to some classic singles, we’ve attempted

to be as representative as possible, and hope
you find something to your liking, from
Mossberg’s new Duck Commander series to
Beretta’s 486 Parallelo.

SHOTGUNS

FRANCHI INTENSITY
SEMI-AUTO
MSRP: $1,099 TO $1,199

CONTACT:
WWW.FRANCHIUSA.COM

Upland birds and waterfowl are al-
ways challenging, and rising to the oc-
casion is a new semi-automatic shotgun
from Franchi that I put through its paces
at Media Day.

The new Intensity certainly lives up to
its name. This smoothbore is cham-
bered for 3½-inch 12-gauge magnums,
so it handles the 2¾- and 3-inchers with
ease. I was surprised at how light this
gun felt in the hand, even though it hits
the scale at 7.2 pounds. That’s one of
the lightest-feeling 7-pound-plus shot-
guns I’ve ever fired.

The test model was basic black,
though it is also available in Realtree
Max5 camouflage, with either a 26- or
28-inch vent rib barrel and interchange-
able choke tubes in Improved Cylinder,
Modified and Full. It also features a fiber
optic front sight that I could recom-
mend to anyone who hunts in timber or
on dark, overcast days when you need
that extra sight visibility when fat green-
heads or northern honkers are coming
in over a deke set.

I put several rounds through the gun,
busting clay targets at various angles
and distances, and found that it fit my
shoulder well. Perhaps that has a bit to
do with my purchase last summer of a
Franchi Instinct “L” over-and-under. The
length of pull is adjustable, thanks to
three different recoil pads.

Franchi designed this gun with an
alloy receiver that has steel inserts for
strength and weight reduction, and it
shoots rather well and fast, thanks to the
Inertia Driven recoil system. The recoil
spring, according to Franchi, encircles
the magazine tube, reducing muzzle flip.

The Intensity also has a newly de-
signed recoil pad that really sucks up
the punch of those heavier magnum
loads.

The stock is a rugged polymer mate-
rial as is the forearm, and the ejection
port is wide and long allowing positive
ejection of spent 3½-inch hulls. That’s
what will probably make this gun a
winner for folks in such environments
as the Pacific Northwest, Gulf Coast,
Great Lakes and the New England
shore country.

It loads fast and fires just as quickly,
which translates to solid follow-up
shots. 

If I were buying this gun, it would be
with the 26-inch barrel, which would
bring down the OAL down enough that
you wouldn’t have to go out shopping
for a longer case. But that’s a personal
preference thing. With the 28-inch bar-
rel, it is 47.75 inches overall.

Because it’s available in camo, the In-
tensity just might also find plenty of use
in the spring for wild turkeys. Stoked
with 3-inch magnums, a longbeard
hunter should be able to put down a
nice tom at any reasonable range. 

— Dave Workman

Pointing to the bolt release and that big 3½-inch magnum ejection port
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Workman holding the new Franchi Intensity.
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SHOTGUNS

The new Duck Commander series promises to be a popular addition to Mossberg’s 2014 line.

MOSSBERG
DUCK COMMANDER
SERIES
MSRP: $561 TO $957

CONTACT:
WWW.MOSSBERG.COM 

The team from Duck Commander
seems to be everywhere, and for
2014, Mossberg is launching a line of

Duck Commander licensed firearms
built on various Mossberg platforms. 

For the true wing nut, there are a line
of semi-auto and pump-action shot-
guns that are based on the Mossberg
line, including FLEX models with inter-
changeable stocks, barrels, and
foreends and an 835 version that
comes with a Mathews Harmonic
Damper recoil reduction system. 

All of the guns are slathered with

Realtree Max-5 camo, which will
keeps the eyes of incoming waterfowl
off the shooter and on the decoys,
and all of these American-made guns
bear the Duck Commander logo. 

There are also a line of semi-auto
.22s and even an AR-style .22 pistol,
which range in price from $274 to
$509. 

— Brad Fitzpatrick

BERETTA’S 486
PARALLELO 
2-GAUGE SIDE X SIDE
MSRP: $5,350

CONTACT:
WWW.BERETTAUSA.COM/GUNS

When it came time to bring Baretta’s
Parallelo up to my shoulder and smoke
a few clays, I literally fell in love with its
classic elegance, smooth handling and
its ability to literally smash targets. This
is a quality firearm that will be cher-
ished by its owners.

I chose to shoot the straight
stock/splinter forearm version of the Par-
allelo, which literally oozes classic old
world charm, but for those shooters that
prefer a pistol-grip-style stock equipped
with a larger beavertail forearm, that is
available as well. Both styles are com-
prised of hand-rubbed, oil-finished,
nicely figured, select-grade Turkish wal-
nut. It even includes a wooden buttplate. 

The Parallelo is Beretta’s first-round
body-action shotgun, and comes with a
single selective trigger and an auto-
matic safety. With a weight of slightly
over 7 pounds, this would be a great
upland bird gun, where long days in the
field are the rule rather than the excep-
tion. It is currently only available cham-
bered in 3-inch 12-gauge, but I am

secretly hoping that Beretta will some-
day see fit to expand its offerings to in-
clude some of the smaller gauges. My
first choices would be in 20-gauge and
possibly a 28, but I suppose only time
will tell.

I found the Beretta 486 Parallelo’s
balance and handling capabilities to be
exceptional. The gun came to my shoul-
der smoothly and precisely each and

every time I mounted it, and the speed
at which I was able to get on the targets
was nothing short of exhilarating. Euro-
pean quality and styling like this never
comes cheap, but if you think of the
MSRP as pride in ownership and an in-
vestment for future generations, you
just might be able to find a way to work
it into your budget.

— Thomas C. Tabor

The quick handling, precise pointing and fast swinging attributes inherent in the Beretta Paral-
lelo are only found in the finest side-by-sides. 
INSET: The elegant floral engraving, which spans the entire receiver of the Parallelo, is a charac-
teristic seldom seen on non-European side-by-side shotguns.
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The basic engraving on the receiver of the Ithaca Model 37 Fancy “A” Grade 28-gauge is both elegant and eye-catching.

The Fausti sisters launched the new Class se-
ries at SHOT.
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ITHACA’S 28-GAUGE
MODEL 37
MSRP: $999

CONTACT:
WWW.ITHACAGUN.COM

The reintroduction of the Ithaca
Model 37 has been closely watched
since production resumed with the
Featherlight Model 37, which pos-
sesses a steel receiver, and the alu-
minum-framed Ultralight Model 37.
Both were initially offered in 12- and
20-gauge. Since those premiered,
many more Model 37 choices have
been added, including my new fa-
vorite: the 28-gauge.

The general specifications included

on all of the 28-gauge Model 37s in-
clude trigger pull weights of 4  to 6
pounds, a solderless ventilated rib bar-
rel system, receivers machined from a
single block of steel, a Briley inter-
changeable chokes tube system (three
chokes are supplied with the gun) and
a 5-round shot capacity (4 in the maga-
zine tube plus 1 in the chamber). 

Generally, Ithaca considers the 28 a
special order firearm, but company of-
ficials assure me that they maintain an
inventory of Fancy “A” Grade 28s for
immediate delivery. If you prefer a
“custom built-to-order” 28-gauge,
however, you’ll wait a bit longer.
Available upgrades include such
things as an AA or AAA grade heavily
figured black walnut stock, specialized

engraving, and/or gold inlay work.
I’ve taken various 37s afield for

many decades chambered in 12- and
20-gauge, and now the 28-gauge has
filled a void. Available with either a 26-
inch or 28-inch barrel, and tipping the
scale at only 6.1-pounds, this combi-
nation makes a perfect choice for
hunting upland game such as quail,
dove and even Hungarian partridge.

The Fancy “A” Grade costs just
under $1,000, but if you prefer to go
with an upgraded walnut stock, more
engraving and inlay work, that price
will get progressively higher. But no
matter which model you choose, I’m
positive you’ll never regret your pur-
chase. 

—Thomas C. Tabor

FAUSTI CLASS LX
AND SLX
MSRP: $3,290 TO $4,550

CONTACT:
WWW.FAUSTIUSA.COM

The Fausti Sisters debuted yet an-
other series of beautiful Italian shotguns
at SHOT this year, this time with the
Class LX and SLX nameplate. Class is a
good term for these guns, because
they’re absolutely beautiful, with AA+
oiled walnut stocks, laser engraved
game scenes that are overlaid in gold,
and beautiful contrasting case colors on
the receiver. 

The SLX features false sideplates
adorned with gold birds in flight, and
both guns come with a well-fitted red

rubber recoil pad. Best of all, each
gauge has a dedicated action, and these
guns are available in 12, 16, 20 and 28
gauges and .410 caliber. All of the metal
and wood pieces are beautifully fit and
finished, and the more you look at these
guns the more special details you’ll no-
tice like the skeletonized top lever and
the tight, clean, wraparound checkering
on the pistol grip.

Barrel lengths are available from 26
to 30 inches, and even though these
guns are expensive, you’re truly buy-
ing a work of art that shoots as good
as it looks. But don’t be fooled into
thinking the Class guns are simply
showpieces. They’re built on Fausti’s
patented Four Locks action and will
last for generations.

— Brad Fitzpatrick
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The new Colt bolt-action M2012 comes in three models, each in .308 Winchester.
The laminate version pictured here is also available in .260 Remington.

Firearms manufacturers seemed to be in ex-
pansion mode with their rifle offerings, with
AR uppers, lowers and accessories com-

manding an even larger share of the show, as
well as the market and mindset. There’s still good

news on the horizon for fans of the bolt-actions,
though, as new materials and techniques keep
these more traditional appearing-rifles com-
pletely modern. 

The Mk4T from CMMG is available in both .22 and 9mm versions. 

RIFLES

COLT M2012
BOLT-ACTION .308
MSRP: $3,400

CONTACT:
WWW.COLTSMFG.COM

This year, Colt is producing three
versions of its .308 Winchester cal-
iber bolt-action repeater, the M2012.
This highly accurate rifle has a 22-

inch button-rifled Cooper barrel,
Cooper muzzle brake and a Timney
single-stage trigger. Its machined re-
ceiver has an M1913 Picatinny rail
that can accommodate a large variety
of scope mounts. In addition, buyers
can choose between composite, lami-
nated and forged aluminum chassis.

At the SHOT Show, a laminated
version fired a .4-inch, three-shot
100-yard group right from the box!

Mounted with a Leupold tactical
scope, an M2012 almost monoto-
nously center-shot clay pigeons at
the same distance. The Cooper muz-
zle brake reduced felt recoil to less
than that of a .243 Win. Fans of the
.260 Remington Cartridge can get a
laminated stock version of the M2012
in that caliber.

— Dr. Martin D. Topper

CMMG MK4T
MSRP: $899.95 (.22)
AND $1,149 (9MM)

CONTACT:
WWW.CMMGINC.COM

CMMG is quickly gaining a reputation
for building quality AR-platform rifles
that are backed by an impressive war-
ranty, and the Mk4T is a great rifle for

those who want options. It is available
in 4 calibers (5.56, .300 Blackout, 9mm
and .22 Long Rifle). 5.56 and .300 Black-
out versions come with a 416 stainless
or nitride Chromoly barrel, and the
9mm and .22s come with nitride 4140
Chromoly barrel with M4 profile. 

One of the coolest features of the
Mk4t is the RKM11 KeyMod mounting
system which can be found at the 3, 6
and 9 o’clock positions on the hand-

guard (there is a traditional MIL 1913
mount on the top of the gun). The Key-
Mod system allows for rapid mounting
with a low-profile receiver, and CMMG
offers a 5-slot Picatinny adapter that al-
lows you to quickly convert traditional
mounts to fit the Mk4T. 

In a sea of AR rifles, the CMMG Mk4T
is a standout that offers superb build
quality and plenty of options. 

— Brad Fitzpatrick
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Dr. Topper regularly center-shot clay pigeons
with the M2012. Its light, 3-pound single-
stage Timney trigger broke like glass!
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Beretta’s lightweight ARX 100 can be adjusted to fit anyone. It is fully ambidextrous and has
a telescoping stock.

BERETTA’S NEW
ARX 100
MSRP: $1,950

CONTACT:
WWW.BERETTAUSA.COM

Gas-operated ARs are reliable and
popular, but they often weigh in at
more than 8 pounds. Mount a quad

rail, scope, light/laser combination, a
sling and load up with a 30-round
magazine and you can easily exceed
11 pounds. The result is a muzzle-
heavy 11-pound rifle. 

Beretta’s new 5.56 NATO caliber
ARX 100 helps solve this problem by
using a minimal amount of metal and
full-length polymer stock that brings
its weight down to 6.8 pounds. This

fully-ambidextrous rifle has a full-
length top-rail for sights, and short ac-
cessory rails.

Its adjustable gas port also allows a
variety of loads to be fired with high
reliability from its 16-inch barrel. Fi-
nally, its lightweight stock folds and
telescopes, which provides a lot of
flexibility in tactical situations.

— Dr. Martin D. Topper

RIFLES

The ARX 100’s folding stock allows it to be discreetly
carried in a small case and it also maneuvers very well
in very close-range tactical situations.

Its lightweight
stock folds and

telescopes, which
provides a lot of

flexibility in
tactical situations.
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KIMBER ADIRONDACK
MSRP: $1,899

CONTACT:
WWW.KIMBERAMERICA.COM

The Kimber Adirondack is one of the best light-
weight hunting rifles to come along in years.
Weighing only 4 pounds, 13 ounces unloaded,
this gun is ideal for all-day carry, and the 18-inch
stainless barrel makes this rifle short enough for
hunting in dense cover. 

To minimize weight, Kimber has hollowed the
bolt handle and the bolt is spiral fluted. Even the
full-length claw extractor has been skeletonized to

further reduce mass, making this gun feel like a
toy. The barrel comes threaded for a muzzle
brake, which is available from Kimber, and the
rifle is available in either 7mm-08 Remington or
.308 Winchester.

Despite its light weight, Kimber’s engineers de-
signed the carbon fiber stock with a straight comb
to absorb recoil, and a 1-inch Pachmayr Decelera-
tor recoil pad helps cushion the blow. The barrel
and chamber are pillar and glass bedded for opti-
mum accuracy and the stock is treated with Gore
Optifade Concealment in Forest Pattern. Scopes
by Zeiss and others are available to match the
Adirondack’s camo pattern.

— Brad Fitzpatrick

The Kimber Adirondack

features a carbon fiber

stock with a straight

comb to absorb recoil.

MONTANA RIFLE
COMPANY SEVEN
CONTINENT RIFLE
CONTACT:
WWW.MONTANARIFLECO.COM

Montana Rifle Company builds their
own actions, including a Magnum ver-
sion, which is what they use for the
Seven Continent Rifle (SCR). 

Seven Continents? I didn’t immedi-
ately understand either, but after check-
ing out this weatherproof rifle
chambered in some really big calibers
(.338 Lapua, .416 Rigby, and .505
Gibbs) you begin to realize that no mat-
ter where you are or what you’re hunt-

ing, this gun will suffice,
from Yetis to the Loch Ness
Monster. And if there are
any dinosaurs left in Juras-
sic Park, this gun could
probably handle them, as
long as you can handle the
SCR.

It’s built using Montana
Rifle’s double square bridge
magnum Mauser action,
which is one of the best cur-
rently available, and this is
one of the best deals in re-
ally big rifles. 

For pricing information,
please visit the MRC website.

— Brad Fitzpatrick
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The Seven Continent Rifle from Montana Rifle Company will

announce your arrival in three big calibers.
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Crimson Trace’s new Rail Master Pro fits most

M1913 Picatinny or Weaver rails, delivers 100 lumens of

light intensity and has both red and green beam options.

Wait…you thought we were done with our
show coverage? Not by a long SHOT.

While the annual SHOT Show in Las
Vegas has become the place for outdoor compa-
nies to unveil new products, and the bulk of the
attention is usually focused on new guns, optics,
and ammunition. But many companies offer

standout products that don’t fall under one of
those three categories, so we take a look here at
the list of impressive items may not have re-
ceived a blitz of media attention.

Here’s just some of the gear and gadgets that
helped make SHOT 2014 great.

GEAR & GADGETS

CRIMSON TRACE
RAIL MASTER PRO
MSRP: $279 (RED)
TO $379 (GREEN)

CONTACT:
WWW.CRIMSONTRACE.COM

These days, when even wheelguns
sport mountable rails, its no wonder

that the “lights and lasers” segment of
the industry continues to grow. And,
with many top makers vying for the at-
tention of law enforcement, military,
and shooters everywhere, Crimson
Trace continues to push the envelope
with its advanced Rail Master line.

The newest addition to that line is the
Rail Master Pro, designed for most
M1913/Picatinny and Weaver style rails
on pistols, rifles and shotguns. The tar-
get identification light carries the inten-
sity of a 100 lumen LED, and the Class

3R laser (available in red or green) has a
beam dot size of approximately 0.5
inches in diameter at 50 feet. 

A two-screw alignment system is
used to adjust windage and elevation,
and the necessary Allen wrenches are
supplied. However, because all Crimson
Trace laser products are pre-sighted at
the factory to 50 feet, many times no fur-
ther adjustments are required. The unit
is easy to install on multiple firearm
models of more than a dozen manufac-
turers.

The Rail Master Pro comes pro-
grammed with four activation modes,
and battery replacement (it uses one
CR2 lithium battery) is as simple as the
installation. The waterproof unit fea-
tures polymer construction with an alu-
minum body. The CMR-204 features a
green laser, and the CMR-205 sports a
red laser.

— Craig Hodgkins
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The new protective lenses from
Wiley X provide style with safety.

WILEY X WX
VAPOR GLASSES
MSRP: $90 TO $110

CONTACT:
WWW.WILEYX.COM

Safety glasses are rarely stylish,
and are often uncomfortable. Wiley
X’s new WX Vapor shield-style
glasses look to change that. These
glasses have a lightweight frame that
relieve pressure on your ears and
nose, which is a great benefit when

you’re wearing these glasses at an all-
day shooting tournament or while on
duty.

The WX Vapor line also offers inter-
changeable lenses for optimum target
acquisition under different lighting
conditions. The company’s T-Shell
lenses help reduce scratches and the
Foil lens system helps reduce fogging.
More importantly, the WX Vapor se-
ries, with their Selenite polycarbonate
lenses, meet MIL-PRF-32432 (GL)
MCEP standards for ballistic eye pro-
tection, which means that these

glasses have been proven effective
under the most rigorous conditions. 

Frames are available in either matte
black or rust, and lens color options
include grey, clear, and Light Rust. If
you wear corrective lenses it’s no
problem; the WX Vapor glasses are
prescription ready. Once you’ve had
premium eyewear that doesn’t hurt,
doesn’t scratch or fog, and looks good
while offering a high level of protec-
tion, you’ll never buy cheap glasses
again.

— Brad Fitzpatrick

ASCENDANCE
INTERNATIONAL
POLYMER
AR QUAD RAIL FORENDS
MSRP: $260 (13-INCH FREE-
FLOATED MODEL),
$150 (7-INCH CARBINE VERSION)

CONTACT:
WWW.ASCENDANCEINTL.COM

Anyone who regularly trains with AR
rifles that have aluminum forends
knows that the forend becomes too hot
to touch after firing a couple of hundred
rounds in quick succession.  Rail covers
and tactical gloves can help, but rail
covers can slip at the most inconvenient
times. Ascendance International’s poly-
mer M1913 Picatinny quad rail forend
offers a solution for this problem.

These forends are made of n-THERM,
a combination of glass-reinforced poly-

mer and a proprietary nano material
that weighs 30% less than aluminum.
During prolonged tactical training—
when an AR barrel can heat up to 450
degrees Farenheit—the Ascendance
forend stays at between 130-140 de-
grees. Most folks will still want to wear
a glove, but this precision-molded and
rugged polymer rail can’t slip. And un-
like some other polymers, it doesn’t flex
or change dimensions as it heats.

— Dr. Martin D. Topper

Ascendance International’s precision-molded polymer forend for AR rifles is light,
rugged and stays relatively cool compared to forends made of aluminum.
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Extreme Beam’s 180 lumen LED headlamp provides plenty
of light on even the darkest night, and its lightweight design
and three elastic bands make it comfortable to wear for
hours. The OSR-800 runs on three AAA batteries, so finding
spares is easy, though with a 24-hour run time in “hike” mode
you’ll have plenty of time between battery swaps. A transpar-
ent red ring illuminates the periphery of your vision when hik-
ing, which gives you a wider field of view with an intense

center beam. 
One of the best features of the
OSR-800 is that the headlamp

can be detached and put in
“S.O.S.” signal mode by
holding the button down
for four seconds. This al-

lows you to position an
emergency signal beacon in
open country while you sleep
or gather supplies, insuring

that rescuers will be able to find
your location quickly. At $29.95,

the OSR-800 is a great value and
offers an extra level of comfort
in the wilderness. 

— Brad Fitzpatrick

DANNER GILA BOOTS
MSRP: $180

CONTACT:
WWW.DANNER.COM

Danner makes some outstanding
boots, and this year they reinvented the
classic Pronghorn. Even more impres-

sive, in my eyes (and I’m a Prong-
horn devotee) is the new

Gila, a lightweight,
durable mid-
length boot
that is both
comfortable
and tough. 

Modeled
after Danner

boots used by the
military in Afghanistan, the Gila has

a polyurethane midsole with a
polypropylene board that provides
complete support and comfort from
toe to heel, making these some of the
best boots for rough terrain or long
hikes. They have Nubuck leather with
tough nylon uppers with GORE’s Opti-
fade Open Country Camo pattern. The
Gavre outsole has pentagonal lugs for
the best support when sidehilling, and
these boots have a waterproof and
breathable GORE-TEX lining.

Look for the Danner Gila to go on
sale in mid-2014, and if you’re in need
of a durable and comfortable boot that
is supportive and lightweight be sure
to get your hands on a pair of Gilas.
I’ve got a couple mountain hunts in
the upcoming year and this is what I
plan to wear. 

— Brad FitzpatrickDanner’s Gila boots are a great choice

for rough terrain and long hikes. 

EXTREME BEAM OSR-800
HEAD LAMPS
MSRP: $29.95

CONTACT:
WWW.EXTREMEBEAM.COM

OTIS’ RIPCORD
CONTACT:
WWW.OTISTEC.COM

The Otis Ripcord is a lightweight, easily
packable cleaning cord that allows
you to keep your bore clean
while in the field. The Ripcord
has a rubberized center core
and Nomex fibers on its
exterior that create a heli-
cal pattern and offer 10
inches of cleaning sur-
face. Otis states that the
Ripcord’s unique shape
is more effective for
cleaning the bore, and it
is currently available for
5.56/.223, .30, 9mm, .40,
and .45 caliber firearms. 

The exterior surface is heat
resistant up to 700 de-
grees, and the end of the
Ripcord is equipped with
8-32 threads to accommo-
date any Otis cleaning
product. The new Ripcord makes it easy to clean a gun’s bore
in the field, and every gun case should contain one of these
lightweight, easy-to-use products. 

For more information and pricing, visit the Otis website
below. 

— Brad Fitzpatrick

The new Ripcord from Otis makes it

easy to clean a gun’s bore in the field.
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The 180 lumen Extreme Beam

headlamp is a great value.
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HORNADY RAPID SAFE
MSRP: $276.67

CONTACT:
WWW.HORNADY.COM

Hornady is best known for producing
premium ammunition, but the new
RAPiD Safe is Hornady’s major new
product for 2014. It’s also one of the
best small gun safes on the market and
offers three modes of touchless open-
ing (key fob, RFID bracelet, or RFID
card) and two manual open methods
(pre-programed code, key). This is one
of the most secure ways to store your
guns, and it meets ASTM international
standards for child security. It’s also one
of the fastest ways to access guns that
are securely locked away. 

The interior of the safe is covered
with foam inserts that protect your
firearm, and with a wave of the wrist (or

card, or keys) you have instant access
to your gun. This 15-pound safe has an
exterior made of 16-gauge wrapped
steel and a heavy-duty ¼-inch steel dual
lug locking system. It comes with a se-
curity cable rated at 1,500-pound break-

ing strength and plugs in directly to the
110V outlets in the home with battery
backup in case of a power failure. And
for this level of peace of mind, it will be
money well spent. 

— Brad Fitzpatrick

BAD BOY BUGGIES
AMBUSH IS
CONTACT:
WWW.BADBOYBUGGIES.COM

Bad Boy Buggies has introduced a
new hybrid model for everyone who
feared that an electric motor would
leave them stranded in the woods
(which, after years of hunting on a
Bad Boy, I’ve never seen). The new
Ambush iS is a hybrid model that
uses both a gasoline motor and an
electric motor, so you can use your
gas power to get to the woods (and
simultaneously recharge your elec-
tric motor) and then switch to all-
electric for a nearly-silent final
approach. 

The Ambush has three separate
modes: 2WD gas powered real wheel
drive, 2WD electric front wheel drive,
and a 4WD mode that incorporates
both gas and electric power. The Am-
bush iS has a 28 horse, 720 cc fuel-

injected Subaru motor and it’s quick
and easy to switch between the dif-
ferent drive trains. 

“The Ambush has changed how
people think about hunting UTVs,
and the enhanced power, range and
flexibility of our new Ambush iS

model once again proves that this
Bad Boy is the ultimate hunting ma-
chine,” said Eric Bondy, Vice Presi-
dent, Consumer for Bad Boy Buggies. 

For pricing and other information,
visit the Bad Boy website.

— Brad Fitzpatrick

GEAR & GADGETS

The Bad Boy Ambush iS hybrid has a 28 horse, 720 cc fuel-injected Subaru motor and three
separate operational modes.

Hornady’s new RAPiD Safe is one
of the best small gun safes on the
market and offers three modes of
touchless opening.
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GALCO IDEFENSE
MSRP: $169.95

CONTACT:
WWW.GALCOGUNLEATHER.COM

Galco now offers a great way to carry
a concealed weapon while you’re at the
office. The iDefense is a functional
leather iPad carrier with a hidden com-
partment that holds a firearm and a
spare magazine with the use of elastic

bands. The tablet angle can be adjusted
via a backing plate on the outside of the
gun compartment so that you can work
while enjoying the peace of mind of
having a sidearm close at hand. The
roomy gun compartment allows for
quick access and plenty of storage, and
you’ll never have to worry about your
gun “printing” through clothing. 

The iDefense system is a functional
way to carry your iPad and your gun at
the same time, and the leather exterior
looks very professional. The dimen-
sions of the iDefense are 10”x8”x2½”,
so it’s compact enough to carry
throughout the workday. There is a
wrist lanyard to help secure the unit as
well. Galco has developed a product
that is both timely and functional, and at
$169.95 this is a good buy for any iPad
owner who also carries concealed. 

— Brad Fitzpatrick

With 19+1 in its flush fitting 
magazine, the P -09 can’t be beat 

when it comes to 9mm service pistols.

MAIN FEATURES

 

CZ P-09

www.cz-usa.com

UNSURPASSED
CAPACITY

ONTARIO KNIFE
COMPANY SPAX
CONTACT:
WWW.ONTARIOKNIFE.COM

Ontario Knife Company has an ex-
tensive line of survival and hunting
knives and bladed tools, but the up-
dated SPAX is one of the best gen-
eral-purpose outdoor tools you can
carry. Two years ago I did a story
about a hunter that fell between a
melting ice shelf and the side of a

mountain in Idaho, and he would
have died had it not been for a
small axe he carried on his belt. 

In survival situations, you need
multi-purpose tools that don’t cre-

ate a lot of bulk. The SPAX is versa-
tile and efficient, and it comes with a
belt sheath to keep it close to your
side. The 1095 carbon steel blade is
powder coated, and the SPAX blade
can serve to shop wood, cut rope, or
hammer through ice. 

In emergency situations, the SPAX
will break through glass windows and
can cut through sheet metal, and the
orange handle is large and comfort-
able for a secure grip. The blade also
includes a wrench for fire hydrant
and gas mains, so this is a favorite
tool of rescue personnel as well. If
you’re in the outdoors, you need a
SPAX. 

— Brad Fitzpatrick

The updated SPAX from the Ontario
Knife Company is one of the best
general-purpose outdoor tools you
can carry.

Galco’s iDefense system is a functional way to carry
your iPad and your gun at the same time.
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Conceived to “improve military marksmanship and na-
tional defense preparedness” under the general auspices of
Army General Order No. 61, that first competition featured
teams of 12 representing all branches of the armed services
and some state and National Guard units, each vying for a
National “Dogs of War” trophy.

In 1904, pistol events were added to expand and enhance
the competition. In 1907, after a year at Ft. Riley, Kansas
and two more back at Sea Girt, the National Matches were
moved to Camp Perry, Ohio, where they continue to find
a home.

This July, Camp Perry will play
host to an estimated 6,000 partici-
pants competing in dozens of

matches. According to the official Civilian Marksmanship
Program (CMP) website, a total of 36 different National Tro-
phies will be awarded for National Trophy Rifle Matches,
and another 25 will be handed out following National Tro-
phy Pistol Matches.

MULTIPLE MAKERS
Rifles prepared by U.S. military armories for the National

Matches at Camp Perry have been in use for decades. The
first National Match M1903 Springfields were built in 1921,
followed by the M1 Garand National Match in 1953. After

Story & Photos by Leroy Thompson

MATCH
GAME

Springfield Armory’s M1A National Match Rifle
is a Highly Competitive Choice

The first National Trophy Rifle Match was held on
September 8-9, 1903, at Sea Girt, near New Jersey’s
Eastern shore.
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Thompson shooting the M1A National

Match offhand. Although the rifle can get

heavy if held in position too long, it is well

balanced and with practice can be fired

accurately in this mode.
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adoption of the M14 rifle as the U.S.
Service Rifle in 1959, the M1 National
Match continued in use for the next
three years until 1962, when the M14 Na-
tional Match Model replaced the M1
(See “Lessons Learned” on page 50).

M14 National Match rifles were re-
quired to fire 62 rounds without malfunc-
tion and had a minimum accuracy
requirement of five 10-shot groups with
an extreme spread of 3.5 inches at 100
yards. Prior to 1970, six 10-shot groups
were fired, which also functioned as the

reliability testing. The additional two
rounds of the 62 fired for reliability were
used to check sight alignment and reten-
tion in the rest used for testing.

Later, the sniper version of the M14
rifle, the M21, was based on the M14 Na-
tional Match. These sniper rifles were
designed to use the M118 round devel-
oped for National Match usage and held
to greater consistency standards.

Although Springfield Armory origi-
nally produced the National Match
M14, TRW (Thompson-Ramo-
Wooldridge, Inc.), the manufacturer
of the M14 most often cited for its excel-
lent quality, was selected to produce
later M14 NM Rifles. Springfield Armory
produced 6,641 NM rifles, while TRW
produced 4,874. Later, Springfield Ar-
mory upgraded 4,489 standard M14 Ri-
fles to National March specs, and Rock
Island Arsenal upgraded another 2,462.

SPRINGFIELD’S M1A
Because of BATFE regulations that

classify any weapon built as a select fire
weapon as a “machine gun,” even if con-

verted to semi-auto, M14 National Match
Rifles could not be sold to civilian shoot-
ers. However, Springfield Armory of
Geneseo, IL, offers its excellent M1A Na-
tional Match Rifle, which is currently
used by many shooters in matches.
Without going into detail, other than the
fact that M1A rifles are semi-auto rather
than select-fire (as the M14 was), the
other major difference between the M14
and the National Match versions of it and
the M1A and its NM versions is that the
Springfield Armory M1A guns have cast

rather than forged receivers.
Among the features of the M1A Na-

tional Match are: air-gauged National
Match medium weight barrel, custom
match-grade recoil spring guide, Na-
tional Match gas system assembly, Na-
tional Match front sight, National Match
hooded rear sight assembly, Na-
tional Match

trigger assembly and National Match
flash suppressor. The action and barrel
are custom glass bedded in a match
grade American walnut stock.

Springfield Armory offers two ver-
sions of the M1A NM: one with a parker-
ized carbon steel barrel and one with a
stainless steel barrel. Both are National
Match, medium weight air-gauged bar-
rels, and both have 1-in-11 right twist. I
chose the carbon steel barrel, mostly be-
cause that seemed more traditional.
Springfield Armory also offers the M1A
Super Match, which is virtually custom-
built for exceptional accuracy. I may try
the Super Match someday, but for this
article I decided that the M1A National
Match should be accurate enough for
me.

IN HAND & OFFHAND
I’ve been shooting Springfield Ar-

mory’s version of the M21 for many
years and have found it an excellent self-
loading sniping rifle—one that I have
recommended to some police tactical
units—but I had not really tried their
M1A National Match. Now that I’ve been
shooting it for awhile, I feel better quali-
fied to offer an opinion.

One of the first things that attracted
my attention when I unpacked the M1A
NM was its hooded aperture rear
sight. After

Springfield Armory also offers a version of the M1A

National Match with a stainless steel barrel.

The view a shooter will have of the M1A National Match as he brings it to his shoulder.
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The first National Match M1903
Springfields were built in 1921…
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checking that the rifle was unloaded, I
looked through the sight and acquired
the front sight against a white wall just to
check the sight picture. I’ve read that the
NM sight actually works better at 100-
meters or more than at closer ranges,
and I decided that I wanted to see if that
were true for me as I’ve gotten spoiled
using optical sights over the last decade
or so.

The M1A National Match does not
have a bayonet lug, and was shipped
with a 10-

round magazine. Both of these features
should allow its sale in states that have
“assault rifle” laws related to bayonet
lugs or mag capacity. It does, however,
have a flash suppressor, so if one were
buying it to shoot in matches, these fea-
tures would make it more acceptable to
take to some out of state matches,
though local laws would have to be
checked.

When I unpacked it, I also checked the
trigger pull, which is crisp, relatively
light, and quite nice. I have a couple of
sniping rifles with set triggers, which
allow very light pull, but for more gen-
eral usage I find the pull on the M1ANM

just right. For those used to shooting
AR15s, the M1A in general (and

the M1ANM specifically) will probably
seem heavy, but I find it a well-balanced
rifle that isn’t onerous to shoot offhand,
though I can understand why during the
days when the M14 was the issue rifle
troops exercised with it over their heads
and in other manner to build arm
strength.

The rifle has the flip-up butt plate
which rests atop the shoulder, a feature
originally intended to help combat muz-
zle climb in full auto fire. I actually find
that flipping it up helps position the rifle
against my shoulder more securely
when shooting prone or from a rest. I’m
sure some would prefer a recoil pad, but
I don’t find the M1A has especially no-
ticeable recoil.
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Side view of the M1A National Match Rifle’s precision rear sight. 
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Other features are standard to other
M1A rifles. The cocking handle rotates
the bolt to unlock it and allow it to be
pulled to the rear. For those not used to
operating the bolt, it will likely seem a lit-
tle stiff when first operating it. With prac-
tice, one gets used to using the palm to
give it a strong push to the rear. Al-
though the bolt normally goes forward
and locks when pulled all the way to the
rear and released, many experienced
shooters still give the bolt handle a slap
with the hand to make sure it is fully
forward. I think that stems from shooting
with vets who were issued the M14 and
did this as a matter of course.

The M1A safety is the same as that of
the M1 Garand and the M14; a lever
which can be squeezed with the trigger
finger to apply, or pushed with the back
of the trigger finger to release. When on
safe, it protrudes through the trigger
guard so that the trigger finger can easily
feel that it has been applied. The paddle
magazine release is easily operated with
the support hand’s thumb while the rest
of the hand grasps the magazine to rock
it out. A magazine, however, will have to
be rocked in and pushed back with some
authority to make sure it locks in place.

SPECIFICATIONS
SPRINGFIELD ARMORY M1A

NATIONAL MATCH 

Action:
Semi-Auto

Caliber:
7.62x51mm NATO

Overall Length:
44.3 inches

Barrel Length:
22-inches, 6 Groove, 1 in 11 Right Hand

Twist, Medium Weight

Weight:
9.8 pounds empty

Magazine Capacity:
10 or 20

Sights:
Rear—National Match Hooded Aperture,

Adjustable for ½ MOA Windage and
Elevation; Front—National Matched

.062-inch Military Post

MSRP:
$2,318

The National Match peep sight allows excellent accuracy from 100-meters on out.

The M1ANM’s front post sight and flash hider..
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ZEROING HOUR
M14 rifles were designed to initially be

zeroed at 25 meters on special targets.
However, the manual included with the
M1ANM offers instructions for zeroing at
100 meters. This procedure, which I’ll
summarize in eight brief steps, works
well for zeroing any M1A with M14 type
sights.

First, the aperture is raised from the
lowest position to eight clicks of eleva-
tion. 

Second, the windage centerline on the
sight base is aligned with the center
index line on the receiver. 

Third, three rounds are fired for warm-
up, and then four rounds are fired for ac-
curacy, after each adjusting point of
impact to the center of the target. 

Fourth, once the point of impact is
centered, five rounds should be fired for
group to check windage is correct. 

Fifth, elevation of sights should be ad-
justed to bring the point of impact to the
center of the target. Although the man-
ual states to adjust one click of elevation
for each 28mm, with the M1ANM, it
should be remembered that clicks are ½
MOA, while the manual is designed for
standard M14 (or M1A) rifles with one
MOA clicks, so each click will only move

A view of the Springfield Armory M1A National Match, along with various ammunition used in testing the rifle. Note that a 10-round magazine was
used to allow shooting prone or from a rest.
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the elevation half as much as stated in
the manual.

Sixth, once the sights are on, loosen
the locking screw on the assembly,
which secures the elevation knob, mak-
ing sure not to move the aperture.

Seventh, move the elevation knob
until the 100-meter mark is aligned with
the mark on the side of the receiver.

Eighth (and finally), re-tighten the
screw to secure the knob.

I have carried out this process of zero-
ing an M1A before and managed to get
it set, but I have to admit that for zeroing
the M1ANM, I went to the range with a
friend who had been issued the M14
when in the Army, and who I’ve found
can carry out the zeroing procedure

much faster than I can through much
practice. He helped me get the sights ze-
roed. He uses the method for zeroing at
200 meters used by most who were is-
sued M14s. 

Since some shooters are visual learn-
ers, I recommend an online video that
shows the steps quite well (Google
“How to Calibrate Elevation Drum M1A/
M14/ M1”).

The video also contains a suggestion I
endorse that the marks on the elevation
dial be highlighted in white to make it
much easier to see the adjustments.
Likewise, the elevation scale can be
highlighted as well. Note that zeroing at
100 meters will be easier for some
shooters who only have access to a 100-
meter range, but normally I would rec-
ommend zeroing an M1A-type rifle at
200 meters.

PARTING SHOTS
Once the sights were zeroed, we

begin shooting groups with different am-
munition. I tried Cor-Bon and black Hills
168-grain Match ammunition, both of
which normally perform well in my
7.62x51mm NATO sniping rifles and
both shot well. However, we shot M118

LESSONS LEARNED
Because of similarities between the M1 and M14 rifles, many of the lessons learned at

the U.S. Government Springfield Armory were incorporated into the M14 NM rifle.

These included:

n A tighter bore held to half the tolerance of service rifles and not chromed

n A receiver fiberglass bedded into the stock

n Free floating barrels not in contact with the stock

n Internal parts critical to accuracy and reliability hand fitted

n Trigger pull between 4.5 and 6 pounds and free from creep

n More precise rear sight than the service version (which allowed ½ MOA

clicks instead of 1 MOA clicks)

n Secure attachment of the flash suppressor to the barrel

n Parts necessary for full auto fire welded to the rifle so it could only fire on

semi-auto.

A left-side view of the M1ANM showing the elevation dial as well as the bolt release, safety, and magazine release.
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7.62 NATO 173-grain Match ammunition
to really test the M1ANM’s accuracy, as
this was the round for use in the M14
National Match Rifle upon which the
M1ANM is based. 

My friend who was shooting with me
almost always outshoots me with M1A
rifles, though I did have a couple of
good days with my M21. In any case, he
had the best 200-meter groups with the
M1ANM using the M118 Match ammo.
He didn’t quite break 3 inches, but came
close at 3.25, and that is quite good for

an iron-sighted, self-loading rifle. My
best group was around 4 inches.

I’m not a rifle match shooter, and
freely admit that I shoot best with optical
sights, but I consider the Springfield Ar-
mory M1A National Match an excellent
rifle. For the shooter planning to pur-
chase an M1A, the question is whether
the M1ANM is worth a few hundred dol-
lars more than a standard M1A. I would
probably say yes. 

The M1ANM has a better trigger pull
and the ½ MOA sights as well as other

National Match parts. For all-around
usage, the M1ANM will do anything the
standard M1A will but with greater accu-
racy. My standard M1A is an early ver-
sion with mostly M14 surplus parts and
the bayonet lug. However, since current
M1As lack the bayonet lug, that’s not
even a difference from the M1ANM. 

And, although I shoot the M1ANM
with a 10-round magazine to make it
easier to shoot from a rest or prone, it
will work fine with 20-round magazines.  

I like the M1A National Match well
enough that I intend to ask Springfield
Armory for an invoice so I can purchase
it. I’ve always felt that I need to improve
my shooting with the iron-sighted M1A,
and this rifle has the game to help me do
that. GW

www.barnesbullets.com

1-800-574-9200

The TAC-XPD™ Defense Ammunition–the optimized  solution for carry or home defense. 
Techni-Crom™ plated cases  • Coated, all-copper bullets • Smooth, reliable feeding • Virtually no muzzle fl ash

Available in 380 Auto, 9mm Luger, 40 S&W and 45 Auto. New for 2014 - 357 Magnum

CONTACTS:
SPRINGFIELD ARMORY

(800) 680-6866

www.springfield-armory.com

Close-up of the M1A National Match’s gas valve; this valve will not be adjusted for normal
shooting as it is intended primarily to allow cut off for using a grenade launcher.
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THE GREAT

308
RELOAD

Loading and Testing
a Versatile,
All-Around Classic

Because the 308 Winchester case has rather modest capacity for the bore diameter, a wide range of powders can be used for reloading. Alliant
Unique is used only for reduced loads.
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In the mid-1950s, I was loading for 222 Remington and 8x57
Mauser rifles. At the time, I hadn’t given much thought to the
308 because it was comparable in power to a rifle I already
had, and it was slightly less potent than the 30-06 that I’d previ-
ously owned.

The caliber finally got my attention when I applied for a sum-
mer job with a division of Olin Mathieson Chemical Company
in 1959. Olin had been founded as the Western Cartridge Com-
pany in 1898. In 1931, Olin purchased the Winchester Repeat-
ing Arms Company at a bankruptcy auction, and merged the
two into an entity known as Winchester-Western. By the time I
filled out my job application, however, they had purchased
other businesses and reorganized as Olin Mathieson.

The position I applied for was in a plant that dealt with ex-
plosives and pyrotechnics, so on the application I indicated
that I loaded ammunition, hoping that someone would see a
connection. It worked. During the interview with two engi-
neers, they told me they’d been part of the team that devel-
oped the T-65, the military designation for what became
known a couple of years later as the 308 Winchester. 

I got the job, and it was a worthwhile experience during
which I got to load several other things that did not go in
firearms. I also learned a lot about several explosives—includ-
ing the one used in primers—and how properties of explosives
affect their performance.

Partially as a result of my interaction with the people who
developed it, I grew to have a special appreciation of the 308
Winchester, even though I did not own one for many years.
When I finally did get a 308, I selected a Winchester Model 70
Featherweight, partially for its performance, but equally for its
looks. By any standard, the Model 70 Featherweight XTR is a
handsome rifle. Although my rifle is the push-feed version
from a couple of decades ago, it has always functioned flaw-
lessly.

VERY VERSATILE
The 308 Winchester is a very versatile cartridge that can be

used on everything from varmints to large game. Factory am-
munition is available in many forms, some of which are loaded
with premium bullets. If there is a deficiency in factory-loaded

Story & Photos by James E. House

RESULTS OBTAINED WITH 308 WINCHESTER HANDLOADS
IN A WINCHESTER MODEL 70 HAVING A 22-INCH BARREL

BULLET POWDER CHARGE GR. LENGTH IN. VELOCITY, FT/SEC

110 gr Sierra RN Unique 12.0 2.445 1802

110 gr Hornady V-Max Win. 748 50.0 2.702 3072

110 gr Hornady S.P. AR-Comp 46.0 2.680 2991

125 gr Remington PSP IMR 4064 45.5 2.544 2900

125 gr Nosler Bal. Tip Win. 748 49.0 2.762 2930

125 gr Nosler Bal. Tip AR-Comp 45.0 2.725 2951

130 gr Hornady S.P. IMR 8208 XBR 44.2 2.658 2819

150 gr Winchester P.P. Power Pro 2000 MR 40.0 2.700 2829

150 gr Nosler Bal. Tip IMR 4064 44.6 2.784 2773

150 gr Nosler Bal. Tip AR-Comp 41.0 2.727 2682

165 gr Nosler Bal. Tip IMR 4064 42.7 2.793 2614

180 gr Hornady S.P. Reloder 17 47.0 2.770 2515

Average velocity is for 5 shots at 10 feet from the muzzle.

These loads were safe and reliable in the author’s rifle, but neither the author nor the publisher accepts any responsibility for their prepa-

ration and use by others.  These loads should be approached with caution.

The 308 Winchester was introduced in 1956, and I remember that era well.

The 308 Winchester
is a very versatile cartridge

that can be used
on everything from varmints

to large game.
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308 ammunition, it is in the area of loads
with light bullet for use on varmints, but
that can be remedied by loading your
own.

The usual range of bullet weights for
the 308 is from 110-200 grains, with bul-
lets in the 125-180 grain range being
most popular. Of course, the 308 case
has been modified by increasing and de-
creasing the neck diameter, giving rise
to the 358 and 243 Winchester, and the
7mm-08 and 260 Remington, among
others.

When it comes to bullets with a diam-
eter of .308 inches, the variety is almost
limitless. All bullet producers offer nu-

merous styles and bullets intended for
calibers such as the 30 Carbine and 30-
30 Winchester can also be used. It is safe
to say that the owner of a 308 Winches-
ter who wants to experiment could
spend a lifetime before running out of
possibilities. I claim no unusual expertise
in loading the 308, but, as John Rambo
said in Rambo III, “I have fired a few
shots.” Therefore, for someone relatively
new to loading the 308, the results of my
experiments may provide a useful start-
ing point.

Because the 308 Winchester case is of
medium size, it is not overbore in terms
of internal capacity for a 30-caliber
round. Accordingly, there are many
powders that work especially well in the
308. Some of them are IMR 3031, 4064,
4320, and 8208 XBR, Alliant Power Pro
2000 MR and Reloder 15 and 17, and AR-
Comp, and Hodgdon powders suitable
for use in loading the 308 include H335,
Varget, and H322. Accurate 2520 and
Winchester 748 are also good choices
for loading 308 Winchester cartridges.
The point is that there is no shortage of
propellants that work well in the 308
Winchester.

All loads in this project were assem-
bled utilizing Winchester cases trimmed
to a length of 2.010 inches and primed
with Winchester large rifle primers. Five
cartridges were assembled with each
load, but bullets were not crimped in
the cases. Velocity was measured at 10

RELOAD 

These 308 cartridges are loaded with (left to right) 110-grain Hornady V-Max, 125-grain Remington
PSP, 125-grain Nosler Ballistic Tip, 130-grain Hornady soft point, 150-grain Winchester Power Point,
150-grain Nosler Ballistic Tip, 160-Grain Hornady FTX and 165-grain Nosler Ballistic Tip bullets.

For testing the Model 70 on the bench, the author employed a Hogue over molded stock with full aluminum bedding.

CONTACTS:
ALLIANT POWDER

www.alliantpowder.com

HODGDON POWDER

www.hodgdon.com

WINCHESTER POWDER

www.wwpowder.com

IMR POWDER

www.imrpowder.com
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feet from the muzzle using a Competi-
tion Electronics ProChrono chrono-
graph. The accompanying table shows
the combinations used and the results
obtained.

Some of the loads shown in the table
are not maximum, but maximum power
was never my intention. All provide
good performance and adequate power
for what I want my 308 Winchester to
do. The load utilizing the 150-grain Win-
chester Power Point with 40.0 grains of
Power Pro 2000 MR had a standard devi-
ation of only 6 ft/sec, and gave a 5-shot
group at 100 yards measuring slightly
over an inch, which is about as good as I
normally get with my Model 70 Feather-
weight. 

Groups from most of the loads meas-
ured in the 1.2-1.8 inch range. Although
not normally considered to be a varmint
cartridge, the 308 can fulfill that role if the
shooter will take time to experiment with
loads utilizing light bullets. In my experi-
ence, the 110-grain Sierra hollow point is
a good place to start, although I have
also had success with both the 110-grain
Hornady spire point and V-Max.

The 308 Winchester is an excellent car-
tridge for experimenting with light loads.

The reduced load with the 110-grain
Sierra round nose bullet and 12.0 grains
of Unique gave a velocity of 1802 ft/sec
with a standard deviation of only 3 ft/sec.
The five shots gave a group that meas-
ured only 0.51-inch at 50 yards. Such
loads would make a 308 Winchester an

effective varmint rifle at short ranges.
The 308 Winchester is a “do it all” car-

tridge, especially when loaded with some
of the premium bullets. Newer entries in
the new caliber chase may attract more
attention, but most do not offer a neces-
sary improvement in performance. GW

This 0.51-inch five-shot cluster was produced at 50 yards by Sierra 110-grain RN bullets with a
charge of 12.0 grains of Alliant Unique

A rifle such as this Winchester Model 70 Featherweight in 308 is versatile and can handle the vast majority of medium game hunting situations.
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The Author firing the
Century International
Arms Centurion 39.
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ALL-AMERICAN

AK
The Centurion 39 from
Century International Arms 
Offers Distinct
Improvements

Story & Photos by Jerry Catania

In 1947, the AK-47 Assault Rifle was in-
vented in the Soviet Union (now Rus-
sia, again) by the late Mikhail

Kalashnikov. It has since been produced
in in the tens of millions by 120 different
countries from Finland to China. Called
the most reliable and influential weapon
ever made by The Military Channel, the
semi-automatic version of this iconic
weapon is now produced in the United
States exclusively by Century Interna-
tional Arms. 

“Century International
has put American ingenuity
to work with some distinct

improvements…”
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Receiver view of the Centurion 39, showing
new style pistol grip and TAPCO 30 round “waf-
fle-pattern” magazine.
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The Centurion’s stock is 1.5 inches longer
than military AK stocks, and still has sling
swivel.

Top view of Centurion’s rear sight is identical to mil-spec AK-47 rear sight for elevation adjust-
ments.  However, note “witness marks” for precise windage adjustments

Century International has put Ameri-
can ingenuity to work with some distinct
improvements in producing their very
own version of this popular weapon. At
the same time, they have kept all the fea-
tures that have made this design so for-
midable in combat. The basic AK
receiver and operating system remain in-
tact; but the materials comprising them

are improved.  All parts used to con-
struct the Centurion 39, as it is called,
are 100 percent “Made-in-America,”
proving that not only can we do it, but
also that we can do it better.

DETAILS, DETAILS
The Centurion 39 receiver is milled

from an 11-pound block of 4140 ord-
nance steel that gives precision and
toughness. The receiver is “clean,”
meaning it does not have a scope rail in-
stalled on the left side like some military
knock-offs. The trigger broke at a rea-

The Chevron
muzzle brak

really works by
venting gasses
upward and

stabilizing the
muzzle

downward.

CONTACTS:
CENTURY ARMS
INTERNATIONAL, INC.
(800) 527-1252
www.centuryarms.com

AIMPOINT SIGHTS
(877) 246-7646
www.aimpoint.com/us

HORNADY AMMUNITION
(800) 338-322
www.hornady.com
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Right side view of the Centurion’s Quad-rail system Right side view of Aimpoint Micro H-1 Sight
installed on Centurion 39.

Field-stripped 
Centurion 39 shows

standard pattern 
AK parts; and those

surprisingly clean after
firing 200 rounds.
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sonable 4.5 pounds, after about a ½-inch
of take-up. It had around ¼-inch of over-
travel, and no trigger slap like some mili-
tary Kalashnikovs. The hand guards have
Picatinny rails mounted on both sides, as
well as top and bottom for mounting red
dot sights, Tac-lights, and lasers. The
Polymer butt stock is one inch longer
than military stocks, something that
should please most shooters. 

Field stripping is vintage AK.
The rear sight is a real nice improve-

ment. While the elevation adjustments
are pure Kalashnikov, windage adjust-
ments can be made by loosening a tiny
Allen screw on the face of the rear sight
blade, and then moving the sight in the
direction you want the bullets to hit (see
accompanying sidebar). 

Witness marks just in front of the
blade allow for a degree of precision,
making zeroing (for windage) a snap,
compared to using the heavy-vise-like
tool needed for most AKs. Fine-tuning
the elevation is easily done via the front
sight and a T-tool, like the majority of
AKs. Just remember: Clockwise (Down)
is UP, and Counter-clockwise (Up) is
DOWN on your Point of Impact (POI).

The Chevron muzzle brake really
works by venting gasses upward and
stabilizing the muzzle downward. Very
fast double taps were easily made on
multiple targets, which surprised the
shooter (Me), and were very pleasing to
accomplish. Muzzle rise just didn’t exist,
and recoil in the 8+ pound rifle is not a
factor. Reliability was not an issue, ei-
ther. Feeding and functioning were 100-

RED ARMY
AMMUNITION
Century International imports military

spec ammunition from Romania in vari-

ous calibers. In 7.62x39mm, the rounds

feature a 123-grain Full Metal Jacketed

bullet with a lead core and bi-metal

jacket, (they are magnetic) in a steel case.

Happily, they come in a 30-round box

instead of the obsolete 20, and those are

packed in a handy “Range Pack” of six

boxes…perfect for a day of shooting fun.
Century International Arms’ “RED ARMY” Military spec ammo in Range
packs. Packed six boxes per pack with 30 rounds (FINALLY) in each box.

CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY  
LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY (1) ACCURACY (2)

Red Army 123 gr. FMJ 347 FPS 3.89 2.69

Hornady Z 123 gr. V-Max 2255 FPS 3.76 2.45

Bullet weight is in grains. Velocity is the average of five shots, measured 8 feet from

the muzzle using the superb Oehler 35P chronograph. Accuracy is for the best three

shot group at 100 yards measured in inches. Accuracy (1) is using the open sights on

the Centurion 39. Accuracy (2) is using the Aimpoint H-1 Micro sight mounted on

top of the Quad-rail. Groups were fired from a light bench rest (seated, pad under

fore end)

Hornady’s Brass cased “Zombie-max” ammunition in 7.62x39mm, utilizing a green-tipped V-Max
bullet.
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The Centurion’s rear sight is fully adjustable
for windage via the hex screw in the hole
below the U-notch.

SPECIFICATIONS
CENTURY INTERNATIONAL ARMS
CENTURION 39 SPORTER RIFLE

ACTION:
Semi-Automatic

MATERIAL:
4140 Ordnance Steel, Blued

CALIBER: 
7.62x39mm

OAL: 
37.25 inches

WEIGHT:
8.2 pounds

BARREL LENGTH: 
16.5 inches (1:10 twist)

STOCKS: 
Black Synthetic

OTHER FEATURES:
Two 30-round U.S.–made TAPCO

magazines, Quad-rail fore-end,
1- inch longer butt stock,

FULLY adjustable rear sight

MSRP:
$1,090

HOW TO SIGHT IN YOUR CENTURION39
Sighting in a Centurion 39 is much easier than an ordinary

AK type rifle because of the adjustable rear sight. 

For Windage: Loosen the set screw in the face of the rear sight

(tool not supplied) and move the rear sight in the same direction

you want the bullets to impact.  

For Elevation: This is a bit trickier. Do not use the rear sight

to make sighting-in elevation adjustments. Like all AK’s, you

will need a special front sight tool (again, not supplied) for that.

I bought a TAPCO tool and it worked perfectly.  

First, set your elevation index on the rear sight to 1

(1=100 meters). Fire a three-shot group at 25 meters. Turn the

front sight Clockwise to raise the point of impact, Counter-clock-

wise to lower it. The bullets should be adjusted to impact

roughly .7-inch below the Point of Aim.

Move target to 50 meters and fire a group. Point of Impact

and Point of Aim (at top of front sight) should now coincide. If

not, just follow the same procedure until it does. 100 meter zero

is also established now, and all the Metric elevation markings

on rear sight are set as well.

Good shooting! 

percent. Empties were safely ejected to
the right and slightly forward of the
shooter. No danger to bystanders with
this rifle, provided they are behind the
shooter, as they should be!

The overall quality of this AK-47 is
very high compared to most military

copies. It comes apart easily and fits
back together precisely with no prob-
lems. The Centurion 39 does feel a bit
heavy on the front, no doubt partially
due to the one-inch longer stock. But all
in all, this is an American made AK-47
that I can highly recommend. 

About the only improvements I can
think of would be to convert the rear
sight to a fully adjustable aperture, and
maybe offer a front night sight option.
As it is, it can hold its own—and then
some—with anything on the market
today. GW

The Author’s daughter
Seriah modeling the 
Centurion 39 in full
view mode.
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All firearms purchased from GalleryofGuns.com are covered by                                            the Davidson’s GuaranteeD® Lifetime Replacement Warranty.

Search. Find. Buy. 

Capacity: 30+1
BBL: 16”
Sights:  No Sights
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Elk are notorious for traveling on the top rim of canyons,
where they can survey the area for any approaching danger.
Unfortunately, this makes safe shots impossible.
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And that’s why I write a hunting column.
Not long ago, I had a custom big-bore .416 Rigby rifle built

for me by my close friend and master gunsmith Dan Coffin of
Victor, Mont. In most cases, that caliber wouldn’t have been
my first choice as an elk cartridge, but after carefully perusing
my calendar, I was astounded to find that I didn’t have a single
dangerous game hunt scheduled. For some unknown reason,
that seems to be a reoccurring problem for me. I do, however,
have plans to correct that situation as soon as that distant rela-
tive that I haven’t yet met dies and leaves me his vast fortune. 

But with no specific date as to when that inheritance might
occur, I instead chose to use my new rifle for the upcoming elk
season. And, while the .416’s big, 400-grain bullet can wreak
havoc on anything it contacts, after about 250 yards, its tra-
jectory starts to appear more like a rainbow than any-
thing close to what an open-country elk hunter
typically prefers. Nevertheless, my elk hunt seemed
to be my best available option for dirtying the bar-
rel of the Rigby.

GLASSING IN
Evening was quickly approaching when I

first caught a glimpse of the herd off the Sap-
phire Mountain Range. As far as I could tell,
the herd consisted of about 80 animals and,
as is common with elk, they were moving
along the top rim of an adjacent canyon
where they could easily detect any potential
approaching danger. Bringing my binoculars
up, I began to scan the herd, looking for a bull. In
the area I was hunting, an elk must have at least brow-
tined antlers to be legal. In other words, a bull must

have at least one antler point that is
4-inches long or longer than
branches from the lower half of the
main beam.

From my hidden vantage point, concealed in waist-high
sagebrush, my binoculars moved over the herd with all the
careful deliberation any predator might use to locate its prey.
Something alerted the herd, however, and in typical fashion,
they bunched together to begin scrutinizing the entire area.

With the animals so tightly clustered, evaluating horn quality
was difficult. Pulling off a shot would be even more so, as a
bullet could easily pass through the intended target animal and
strike another member of the herd standing behind it. This

would be particularly problematic when
shooting a big bore like my Rigby,

which was specifically designed
to penetrate the most stub-

born of targets.

Story & Photos by Thomas C. Tabor

For some folks, the phrase “Big Sky Country” conjures up
visions of wide, open spaces, peace and tranquility. But
when I hear that same phrase, my mind automatically

goes to large populations of trophy-quality animals, prime
hunting opportunities and, in particular, big bull elk.
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SPOTTING THE BULL
As I moved my binoculars from left to

right, I paused only briefly as a couple of
rag-horns came into view, then contin-
ued on. After a quick first scan of the
herd, I hadn’t spotted a single worth-
while bull. With the herd now taking on
the appearance of a tightly compacted
swarm of honeybees, I began concen-
trating around the fringes of the herd, as
bulls frequently prefer hanging around
the outer edges to guard against rival
bulls stealing their harem of cows.

I’m not sure how long it took me be-
fore I finally spotted the matriarch bull. In
those sorts of situations, I have a ten-
dency to lose track of time. Neverthe-
less, once my eyes finally settled on this
single animal there was no question

TODAY’S
HUNTER 
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As the snows of winter start to descend, it frequently drives the elk herds to lower ground in search of sustenance. 

Herd bulls can frequently be found around the
perimeter of the herd, where they are con-
stantly on the lookout for rival bulls seeking an
opportunity to sneak in and steal away some of
the harem. Bull elk are massive creatures that
can weigh upward of 800 pounds. They can be
extremely difficult to bring down and even
harder to keep down.
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Early morning is the author’s favorite time to be in the field hunting,

but elk are unpredictable. To be successful, you need to log a lot of

time in the field and that can mean hunting from sunrise to sunset.

Unlike many other wildlife species,
elk are essentially unpredictable.

about its legality, or my mindset on put-
ting that head on the wall of my trophy
room. He had apparently eluded my de-
tection earlier because both his color
and body size didn’t cause him to stand
out that much from the herd. The dis-
tinction came when he picked his head
up and I saw his rack towering above all
the others. Appearing to be a very fine
6x6, I hoped that this would be the ani-
mal I would break my .416 Rigby in on,
but that goal soon became a challenge.

TOUGH TERRAIN
The herd cow eventually decided that

it was finally prudent to put the per-
ceived danger behind her, and she broke
from the herd and started off across the
rim. Soon, the rest of the herd was
strung out in single file behind her with
the bull—my bull—coming up in the
rear. He was now in the clear, but as I
never shoot at an animal on the crest of
a hill, my safety remained in the on posi-
tion. To me, no animal, even a big bull
like this one, is worth taking the chance
of a bullet winding up in some unknown
place on the far side.

The herd didn’t seem in that much of
a hurry, and I could see that as long as
they continued in this nonchalant man-
ner, there could be a slight chance for a
shot. But to make that possible, I would
have to get ahead of the herd. Backing
slowly out of my sagebrush sanctuary, I
dropped over the edge and out of sight,
then moved as quickly as my body
would allow in hopes of getting in front
of the animals. The terrain was rugged
with deep draws running in virtually
every direction. My hope was that the
herd would eventually abandon their
skyline procession, which could result in
carrying them over the hill and out of my
hunting area, and instead move into one
of the ravines. 

By the time I’d moved ahead of the
herd, they had slowed to an even more
meandering pace. Some of the cows
were even stopping long enough to
munch on some of the meager grasses
they encountered on the way. And pos-
sibly best of all, it appeared that they
were slowly moving in a downward
fashion, off the ridge-top and into one of
the ravines. My plan seemed to be work-
ing out fairly well, but the terrain I now
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found myself in was so steep it was all I
could do to keep from sliding out of con-
trol down the hill. 

LIMITED CHOICES
Obviously, I couldn’t shoot from such

a position, and the only other option
open to me was to make my way across

the open ground, which would almost
surely expose me to the herd. The bull
was continuing to lag behind the rest of
the herd and still remained on the rim,
but I was confident that he would even-
tually drop over the edge in an effort to
follow the cows. It was make or break
time, and I simply had to make the dar-

ing move across about 35 yards of open
terrain. If undetected, I could wait until
the bull moved down enough for a shot.
It wouldn’t be an easy shot by any
means—particularly when trying to lob a
big 400-grain bullet out the muzzle to a
target located far outside of that car-
tridge’s normal range—but it was the
only shot I was going to get.

I moved across the ground pretty
quickly for a man with his youth well in
his rearview mirror. Surprisingly, even
though I felt as vulnerable and exposed
as a teenager meeting his girlfriend’s
parents for the first time, the herd
seemed oblivious to my presence. I fi-
nally reached my intended destination,
folded the legs of my bipod down and
made ready for a shot from the prone
position. 

By that time, the bull had left the crest
of the hill but was once again within the
tight confines of a couple of cows. Track-
ing his every movement through the
lens of my scope, I patiently waited for
my opportunity. When the bull only
slightly cleared his companions, I moved
my crosshairs high on his shoulder and
touched off the shot. Confused by not
knowing where the danger had erupted
from, the herd ran a short distance then
paused to assess the situation. In the
meantime, the bull staggered, went
down on his knees, then somehow man-
aged to head straight down into the
canyon bottom, staggering and falling
multiple times along the way.

A GNARLY PRIZE
I was confident that my shot was

good, but experience (and disappoint-
ment) has taught me to stay put for a
time to make sure of that fact. After a
couple of minutes, and not seeing the
bull come out of the ravine, I made my
way over to the edge and peered down-
ward. The bull was piled up in the bot-
tom, unable to regain his footing. With a
final shot, his reign as the matriarch of
the herd came to an end. 

At a measured 320 yards, my initial
shot was stretching the limits of the big
bore Rigby, but its power was certainly
nothing short of awesome. I’d underesti-
mated the range and my bullet had hit

TODAY’S
HUNTER 
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A significant part of elk hunting is remaining out of sight and surveying the countryside for animals.

For many hunters the ultimate in trophies is a big six-point bull like this one. Unfortunately, the
general rifle season for elk usually comes after the rut. In those rare occasions when a hunter can
rifle hunt during the bugling rut, the odds of success go up significantly.
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low, but it had wound up breaking both front legs and exited
out the far side.

When I was able to lay my hands on my newly claimed tro-
phy, it became obvious that this bull, though not an exces-
sively large-bodied animal, was clearly a warrior. Before the
battle of the rut, he’d sported an exceptionally fine and well
balanced 6x6 rack, but he had incurred considerable injuries.
His coat was scarred up from his many skirmishes, two point
tips had been broken off and one of his G-2 tines was com-
pletely missing, severed off where it had joined the main
beam.

Getting the bull out of the canyon bottom presented a prob-
lem of its own. After several failed attempts to pull the carcass
up to where we could load it whole in the back of my Dodge
4x4, darkness had descended. So, after field dressing the bull,
we made a decision to abandon it for the night and return the
next morning to quarter it and pack it out in pieces. I never like
leaving a carcass overnight in areas where wolves, coyotes,
cats and bears frequent, so in order to discourage bad things
perpetrated by bad critters, I tied my jacket around the bull’s
neck before heading out. Leaving a bit of human scent around
can sometimes deter critters of the night. 

The next morning, we attacked the problems of getting the
meat out in earnest, and soon, the quarters were hanging in
my shop, aging. Later, when I took the head in for mounting,
the taxidermist told me it was the “gnarliest ol’ bull” he’d seen
in years, but I found it to be an absolute perfect trophy, and a
fitting end to a real warrior’s life. GW
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PREDICTABLY …
UNPREDICTABLE

Unlike many other wildlife species, elk are essentially un-

predictable. While a hunter can sometimes pattern a deer’s

movements and apply some logic as to where the critters

might be at a given time of day, elk behavior is often as con-

fusing as trying to figure out why anyone would want to rein-

troduce wolves to the American west. And, although heavy

accumulations of snow in the high country frequently drive

herds to the lower valleys in search of food, at other times,

elk movements are simply erratic and inconsistent.

My hope was that
the herd would eventually

abandon their
skyline procession …

Tom’s big bull was no match for the big Barnes 400-grain Triple-
Shock X-Bullet. At 320 yards, the shot from the .416 Rigby wound
up breaking both front legs, but the bull was still able to travel to
the bottom of the canyon.
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The author testing the Blaser at the CEC Safari range. De-
spite its short overall length and relatively light weight,
the Blaser’s recoil isn’t overly abusive, even when cham-
bered in .416 Remington Magnum. This is thanks, in large
part, to the available recoil dampening system
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FUTURE
CLASSIC

Story & Photos by Brad Fitzpatrick

If you aren’t familiar with this Teutonic marvel,
pay attention, because the R8 will change the way
you think about bolt-action rifles.

Americans love the classics.
Ford, Chevrolet and Dodge all have current models that

pay homage to past vehicles. Campbell’s Soup still comes
in a red and white can, and at any major league field in
America you’re going to find the same kind of Louisville
Slugger ash bats that were dinging balls over the fence in
DiMaggio’s day.
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Blaser’s R8 is a revolutionary rifle that is slowly but steadily gaining acceptance here in the States.
Despite its unconventional looks, the R8 is one of the most innovative rifles on the market. It makes
changing calibers easy and quick, and the action is one of the fastest on the market. 

B
LA

S
E

R

GWBlasers  2/6/14  1:02 AM  Page 71



72 GUN WORLD | APRIL 2014 www.gunworld.com

Sportsmen have that same fondness
for designs from years past, and like
many of our countrymen and women,
we aren’t always ready for a drastic
change in function or aesthetics. Primi-
tive wooden bows are one of the fastest
growing market segments in archery,

and at any gun show in America, a Win-
chester Pre-’64 Model 70 won’t last long
on the racks.

In short, we like what we know, and
we know what we like.

This is the primary reason (I cover an-
other probable reason later) that the
Blaser R8 isn’t in the hands of more
American rifle hunters. By most stan-
dards, it’s a radical looking bolt-action
rifle. There’s a chance that even accom-
plished shooters won’t be able to open
the bolt when they first pick the rifle up.
That’s what happened to me when I first

held the R8, turning it over and feeling
very much out of sorts. The tang-
mounted safety appeared ridiculously
oversized, and there was no visible bolt.
Everything was compact and shrouded.
When I pressed the tabs on the side of
the magazine, the trigger dropped out as

well. Virtually everything about this gun
design was new, and I shook my head. I
wasn’t ready for all this change.

But then I shot an R8, and then I shot
others. I followed a professional hunter
in Africa who carried one of these guns,
and he believed in it enough that it
served as his only defense against lions,
buffalo, elephant and hippos.

And honestly, the more I shot the gun,
the more I began wondering why every-
one hasn’t saved their money up to buy
one of these masterpieces of German
engineering.

SURPRISE, SURPRISE…
Here’s the inside scoop on some of

the surprises you’ll encounter with an
R8, so you won’t pick one up and look
like a fool the way that I did the first
time. The bolt doesn’t lift up in the man-
ner of a traditional rifle. Instead, it tips
backward ever so slightly toward the
shooter’s face. This is merely the first
surprise. The second is related to the
first. Rather than having a bolt that runs
through the receiver to cycle the action,
the whole rear portion of the receiver—
with bolt intact—moves rearward,
prompting an “oh my gosh, I broke it!”
look from most shooters the first time
they cycle the action.

The third—and most pleasing—sur-
prise is that the cycling time is fast…very
fast. With a little practice, you can tip the
bolt handle back, cycle the action, and
slam the bolt shot incredibly quickly.

How is this increased speed possible?
The bolt of the R8 locks directly into the
barrel, thanks to a large collet located
behind the bolt face. Once the rifle is
locked in battery, a metal ridge is locked
into the barrel, and this means that the
R8 can withstand tremendous pressure.

This system also means that the barrel
with attached scope can be removed
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The Blaser’s unique drop-out magazine makes it easy to carry the rifle
unloaded. Simply pop the magazine/trigger guard back in place when
you’re in the field and you’re ready to go. The overlapping placement the
magazine and the trigger guard helps reduce overall length, too. 

The large safety is located on the rear of the tang, and pushing the slide
forward cocks the gun and turns off the safety. The ability to carry your
gun safetied and uncocked is a big bonus. To work the action, you sim-
ply tip the bolt backward (no lateral lift like a traditional bolt gun) and
slide the action rearward. The motion is effortless and, with a little
practice, extremely fast.

The bolt of the R8 
locks directly into the barrel,

thanks to a large collet located
behind the bolt face.
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and replaced, and will return to zero.
That’s right…you can take your Blaser
apart for travel, and it also has the capa-
bilities to switch barrels and calibers. A
total of 35 calibers are available, ranging
from .222 all the way to .500 Jeffery, and
changing from one caliber to another is
quick, simple, and precise.

To swap out, simply open the action
and loosen two trapped screws in the
fore end. The barrel comes free, to be
replaced with whatever caliber you’d
like. There are magazine inserts for each
caliber, so those will need to be
switched as well. If you are changing to
a caliber with a different rim diameter
you’ll have to change out the bolt as
well, but that’s an easy and quick
process that only requires a moment or
two.

STACKED AND SWAPPABLE
Virtually every bolt-action in the world

has a magazine box located in front of
the trigger assembly. The R8, as you
may have already guessed, is different.
It has the magazine located on top of the
trigger, which is why squeezing the two
detents to drop that magazine (as I did)
drops the trigger group into your palm
as well. This stacked system conserves
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By most standards, it’s a
radical looking bolt-action rifle.

We don’t often think of leather when it comes to hunting rifle stocks, but the Professional
Success Leather is soft to the touch and comfortable to carry and shoot.

BufferTech.com • Sales@BufferTech.com
Toll Free: 877-6-BUFFER

FOR BUTT TO BARREL

Glock Buffer
#GK1..................$9.95

Tactical Latch 
#TL1.................$18.95

Magpul Compact Type
#PULCTR.........$79.95

Ambi-Catch
#AC1................$89.95

Glock Magwell
#PGMW............$29.95
#PGMW4 Fits Gen 4..$29.95

Magpul PMag Polymer 
Magazine
#PULPMAG......$14.95

M16 Magazine 30 Round #M16R................$20.00
M16 Magazine 20 Round #M16R/20R.........$20.00
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space and minimizes overall length. For
example, a Blaser R8 with a 25-inch bar-
rel is about the same length as a tradi-
tional sporter with a 22-inch pipe,
making the Blaser extremely compact.
Couple this with a balance point located
just between the hands (about an inch in
front of the trigger guard) and you’ll find
that the R8 is one of the quickest-point-
ing, sweetest-handling rifles you’ll ever
hold. This is why it’s a favorite of Euro-
pean-driven boar hunters as well as
African PHs. Additionally, the Blaser can
be loaded by switching for another mag-
azine or the rifle can also be top loaded
in the traditional fashion.

Blaser R8 barrels come from the fac-
tory with dovetail mounts that are easy
to take on and off, and that return to
zero. The last R8 that I shot was cham-
bered in .458 Lott. I had the option to
mount a scope or a red-dot sight, and
could quickly remove either if I chose to
use the iron sights. The system works
well for those who hunt dangerous

POWER SHIFT
The Blaser is available in a host of calibers ranging from .222 Remington all the way to the mighty .500 Jeffery. This means that

you can plan on hunting the heaviest, most dangerous game in the world with the same gun you take afield for whitetail, bears, and

pronghorns back home. One of the major issues that many hunters have when they start chasing dangerous game is that they simply

don’t know their rifle well enough to properly use it when faced with something very large and potentially deadly. With a Blaser R8

combo gun, you’ll be able to practice with your rifle using smaller, cheaper calibers like .243 and .270 Winchester and then swap bar-

rels to something larger like a .375 H&H, .416 Remington Magnum, .458 Lott, or even the massive .500. 

For the largest, heaviest, and hardest-kicking rifles, there are R8s available with steel receivers. This adds heft to the gun and re-

duces the impact of those hard-kicking rounds. The rifle I tested was in .458 Lott, a caliber that pushes a 500-grain bullet around

2,300 feet per second. Designed by writer Jack Lott to outperform the .458 Winchester Magnum, the .458 Lott is based upon the .375

H&H Magnum blown out to accept .458-inch bullets. The round generates almost 6,000 foot-pounds of energy at the muzzle, but it

also generates a lot of recoil, about twice as much as a .338 Winchester Magnum. The Blaser’s heft, balance, and robust design make it

possible to shoot the Lott cartridge effectively, and although I wouldn’t recommend it for your next deer hunt, the Blaser R8 in .458

Lott is a good choice for the really big stuff.

Stutzen is the German word for lopping or cutting, and the short-barreled
Stutzen R8 has a full-length stock and a compact build that makes it ideal for
hunting in dense forest.

Professional hunter Cornie Coetzee of CEC Safaris
in Namibia relies on his Blaser rifle to keep his
clients safe while hunting dangerous game.
Cornie’s Blaser wears a reflex sight, and he’s used
this setup to stop charging lion and elephant.
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game, but it’s also one of the very best
systems on the market for those who
simply like to switch between optics and
iron sights. After using the iron sights I
just replaced the saddle mount on the
barrel, locked it in place, and I was ze-
roed once again.

The R8’s barrel and chamber are forged,
and the barrel is bedded for optimum ac-
curacy. The trigger is one of the best that
you’ll find in any rifle at any price, and it
breaks cleanly at around two pounds. Bet-
ter still, the stock is very comfortable and
well engineered for a comfortable hold. For
the lefty, the R8 is available with a left-side
bolt, so southpaws can enjoy the benefits
of the R8 as well.

SAFETIES FIRST
Safeties are a mechanical device that

can fail. We’ve all heard that time and
again in gun courses, but do we believe
it? I know that many, perhaps most
hunters carry their bolt-action rifle with a
cartridge in the chamber and the safety
on. I’ve never had an accident, and no-
body in my circle has either, but bad
things can happen when you have a
loaded cartridge in a chamber and the
rifle is cocked, safety or no safety. 

Blaser has found an ingenious way to
make the rifle much safer to carry with-
out creating a major inconvenience in
the field. The oversized safety on the
tang is actually a safety and a cocking

SEEING THE LIGHT
There are many cases when an illuminated dot in the reticle makes sense. Whether

you’re hunting whitetails in dense, dark forests or taking that once-in-a-lifetime shot at

a leopard over bait in Africa, an illuminated sight can make all the difference. But if

you’ve only got a few seconds to fire then you don’t want to waste your time turning

that illuminated reticle to the ON position.

Blaser and Zeiss have developed a revolutionary system that allows the shooter to

accomplish both tasks at once. With a Zeiss iC (Illuminated Control) system, the

scope is synchronous with the cocking device on the rifle. This means that when you

cock the rifle the scope is automatically illuminated, allowing for quick shots in poor

light. When the rifle is de-cocked, the illumination turns off automatically. 

It’s a very fast and efficient system that preserves battery life, a technological break-

through that literally mates the function of the gun with your optic. In addition, the

Zeiss scope offers a very clear field of view, accurate ¼ MOA adjustments, and is

durable enough to stand up to even the most demanding hunts. This rifle/optic combi-

nation from two of Germany’s top companies might be one of the best hunting rigs of

this or any other time. 

For more information, visit www.zeiss.com/hunting.

CONTACTS:
Blaser USA
(210) 377-2527
www.blaser-usa.com

Zeiss’s iC models are synchronous to your rifle, meaning that the illumination feature will

only come on when the rifle is cocked using the thumb safety. This preserves battery life

and eliminates the need to fumble with an on/off switch just before the shot.
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Mark Hayes preparing the fire a Blaser in .416.
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mechanism. That means when you are
carrying the rifle with the safety “on” that
the rifle is also de-cocked, which is an-
other reason so many African profes-
sional hunters are fans of the R8. When
hunting large, dangerous game, the
client can carry their rifle with a loaded
cartridge in the chamber without the fear
of an accidental discharge because the
gun is safe and uncocked. Additionally,
when the trigger/magazine group is re-
leased, the gun automatically de-cocks.
The action remains locked when the
safety is on, but sliding the safety for-
ward slightly and then working the ac-
tion can release the bolt.

The R8 is one of the fastest guns to
make safe by doing something I did by
accident…simply dropping out the mag-
azine box and trigger guard. Want to
cross a fence? Just press the latches on
both sides of the magazine and both

drop into your hand. When you cross
the fence, shove the action back in place
and you’re ready to go.

PERMUTATIONS AND PRICE
It’s difficult to list all of the specifica-

tions of a Blaser rifle because the options
are so extensive. With different barrel
lengths and contours, sighting options,
stock materials and configurations and
caliber choices you could spend hours
piecing together the perfect rifle for you
(Fortunately, Blaser has a “rifle configura-
tor” on their website that will allow you
to do just that). This is where things get
interesting. Will I take a Jaeger model
with barrels in .204 Ruger, .270 Winches-
ter, and .338 Winchester Magnum? Or
perhaps I’ll build a R8 Professional Suc-
cess thumbhole model with a barrel in
.243 for deer and varmints, and another
barrel in 7mm Weatherby Magnum for

long shots on sheep and elk. As you can
see, the possible permutations are vast.

Early on, I stated that unfamiliarity
with the R8 is one reason it remains out
of the hands of sportsmen. Price is cer-
tainly another. The R8 isn’t a cheap gun,
and while it is impossible with all of the
options available to provide an MSRP for
every rifle, most R8 configurations are in
the $5,000 range. That’s not cheap by a
long shot (no pun intended), but you’ll
be getting a tremendous amount of gun
for that money. 

Ultimately, as with so many other
choices in life, each shooter must evalu-
ate whether or not the Blaser’s accuracy,
technology and versatility are worth the
price of entry. And while odds are you’ll
never find an R8 behind the sliding glass
display at your local Walmart, it is a revo-
lutionary firearm—perhaps even a future
classic—that is too good to ignore. GW

PROFESSIONAL PACKAGE AND MORE
If you’ve decided that the R8 is the rifle for you, Blaser offers a single package with everything you need for your next hunting ad-

venture. The R8 Professional package comes with a Blaser R8 rifle in your choice of caliber (.375 H&H Magnum, .300 Weatherby

Magnum, .300 Winchester Magnum, .308 Winchester, .30-06 Springfield, or .270 Winchester) with a Zeiss 3.5-10x44 Conquest scope

with #20 reticle, a black Blaser neoprene sling with cartridge holder, and a Blaser saddle mount. 

The package is shipped in a fitted Pelican rifle case which has a cutout for additional barrels. This is the ultimate out-the-door hunt-

ing package, and if you opt for a second barrel you will be ready to hunt any game around the world with one system. As someone

who’s hunted internationally, this is one of the best setups on the market, and the pelican case is sturdy enough that even the most

irascible baggage handler won’t be able to damage your gun. 

If you dream of hunting sheep or elk and need the long-range reach of a magnum, consider purchasing the .270 package and up-

grading to include a second barrel in .300 Winchester or Weatherby Magnum. Another great option is to purchase the .30-06 or .308

package with a second barrel in .375 H&H Magnum, a combination that will work for any game you’ll likely encounter around the

world. For the Alaskan guide, having your own rifle in .300 magnum allows you to hunt your own game and simply switch to the

.375 H&H barrel to back up clients in bear country. No matter the location or season, the R8 Professional Package has you covered. 

The R8 rifle isn’t cheap, but you have to remember

that you’re purchasing a modular system. Barrels,

forearms, and stocks are interchangeable. In addition

to this versatility, Blaser R8s are very accurate. In a

single case you can carry the components for a deer

and varmint rifle, a magnum caliber for elk and bear, and a

big bore to hunt lion, elephant, and cape buffalo. 
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GUNSMITHING

TECHNICAL
TEST DRIVE 4

In this fourth and final
installment, the author
gives plenty of pointers
on the disassembly and
inspection of the lower
assembly.
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In Part 1, I suggested checking the
magazine well for evidence of poor gun-
smithing as an example of previous
work that’s easy to spot. That being the
case, let’s start Part IV with the assump-
tion that the slide has been removed as
we continue our inspection of the exter-
nal areas of the firearm, looking at the
more subtle aspects of functioning and
inspection of the lower half of John
Browning’s iconic design.

Once the slide is off, the next step is
to remove the stocks from the pistol. As
with most gunsmithing work, there is

definitely a right way and a wrong way
to do this. The first step is to make sure
you are using gunsmithing screwdrivers
of the correct width and thickness of the
screw to be removed. Gunsmithing
screwdrivers are “hollow ground.” In
other words, the blade has parallel sides,
torque is applied at the bottom of the
slot, where the screw is strongest, and
the blade fills the slot, none of which
happens with most V-shaped screw-
driver blades. This is important, as using
regular screwdrivers on firearms will
often ruin the stock screws.

Story & Photos by Steve Sieberts

Disassembly and Inspection
of the Lower Receiver (Part IV)

As I outlined earlier in this series on the inspection
and function testing of the 1911, I always look for
previous efforts to gunsmith a firearm. And, as

with any other firearm sporting previous work, some of
these efforts will be blatantly evident, and some will be
subtler.

INSPECTING THE 1911A1
This column concludes a four-part series. The three previous columns covered:

Part 1 (January 2014): The initial inspection and function testing of a new or used
1911A1 auto pistol.
Part 2 (February 2014): The inspection of the barrel and bushing assembly.
Part 3 (March 2014): The inspection of the slide and how the slide mates to the
barrel frame assembly. 
Part 4: This fourth and final installment covers the frame and its internal parts. 

To obtain copies of these and other back issues, visit
www.engagedmediamags.com, call (800) 764-6278 or email customerservice@beck-
ett.com. For information about subscriptions, email subscriptions@beckett.com.

Most people mistakenly believe
that tightening the slide to the frame

will result in greater accuracy …
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GUNSMITHING

Many shooters prefer to use Allen
screws on their pistol stocks in order to
avoid this problem, and they offer a
bonus as they are distinctive and look
great. Brownell’s has a great selection of
stock screws in their catalogue, and I use
them quite often in my 1911 pistols.

One trick I use when taking off the
stock screws—or turning any screw on a
firearm—is to support the screwdriver
blade with the thumb to keep it from
slipping out (See photo above). If you’ve
ever let a screwdriver blade slip and ac-
cidentally scratched a $50 set of rose-
wood pistol stocks, you’ll know why I
use this technique! 

STOCKS OFF
Now that the stocks are off, I want to

inspect the overall pistol for cracks and
signs of previous work. One common
modification to look for is previous at-
tempts to tighten the slide to the frame.
This is a very commonly requested mod-
ification. 

Most people mistakenly believe that
tightening the slide to the frame will re-
sult in greater accuracy, but as long as
the barrel and sights are properly fitted
to the slide, the frame has little bearing
on the accuracy of a handheld pistol. 

Where the modification really has an
effect is on the functioning of the match
pistol. 1911s that have the slide fitted to
the frame will benefit from increased ac-
curacy because the slide is moving back
and forth in a consistent, repeatable

A properly sized hollow ground screwdriver should always be used to remove the stocks from the pistol. Notice how the thumb supports the blade of
the screwdriver bit in order to keep it from slipping. 
INSET: What NOT to do! An ill-fitting screwdriver blade that is not supported will almost always slip and scratch the surface of the stocks or metal or
damage the screw head. Use the right tool for the job.

Check for looseness of the plunger tube by wiggling it and seeing if oil seeps out. 

GWSmith  2/6/14  1:59 AM  Page 82



www.gunworld.com APRIL 2014 |  GUN  WORLD 83

fashion. Feeding is enhanced because
the slide is moving forward, feeding the
cartridge in a straight line. The same
holds true with extraction and ejection,
with the ejector and extractor in the
same, repeatable position from shot to
shot. 

Look at the top of the frame for dents
from a steel hammer. Normally, these
would be removed with a draw file, but
many amateur pistolsmiths simply leave
them there. If the frame rails have been
lowered and the slide is still lose, meas-
ure how much material is left to see if
the rails can be lowered any more. The
maximum I recommend is about 0.110

CONTACT:
BROWNELLS
200 South Front Street
Montezuma, IA 50171
(800) 741-0015
www.brownells.com

With the hammer back, remove the thumb safety by pulling it out and wiggling it. You can then ease the hammer down, push out the mainspring
housing pin and remove the grip safety.
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GUNSMITHING

inch. Anything beyond that and the rails
will be too low and will probably crack if
lowered further. I’ll show how to prop-
erly tighten the slide to frame fit in future
articles on the Project 1911.

CHECK FOR CRACKS
When checking for cracks, the most

important external areas to examine are
the dust cover where it comes into con-
tact with the frame and the slide stop pin
hole. Remove the thumb safety by cock-
ing the hammer, then wiggling the
thumb safety while pulling it away from
the frame. Make sure the plunger and
spring assembly inside the plunger tube
doesn’t come flying out. (You are wear-
ing eye protection, right?) It should have
a slight link in the spring to keep it from
flying out. Check the plunger tube for
looseness by squirting a little oil under-
neath it and trying to wiggle it. If the oil
oozes out, the plunger tube will need to
be re-staked. This is a really critical fea-

Allen screws on pistol stocks are not only aesthetically pleasing but functional, too. 

LEFT: With the thumb and grip safety removed,
you can really get a good look at how the inter-
nal parts work if you use the mainspring hous-
ing removal tool. 
BELOW LEFT: Use a soft, nylon-faced mallet to
reinstall mainspring housing pin. 
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When reinstalling the thumb safety, use a machinist’s scale to depress the plunger tube.
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ture because if the plunger tube pulls
away from the frame, it can tie up the
thumb safety, which is not good if you
need to use the gun in an emergency!
Brownell’s carries a neat little plunger-
tube-staking tool for this job.

At this point, ease the hammer down
(never let the hammer fall on the frame
without the slide in place), and push out
the mainspring housing. Again, there is a
tool specifically designed for this. Don’t
use a punch, as it will mar the finish.

Next, remove the sear spring and
check it to make sure it hasn’t been bent
out of shape. Pistolsmiths often make
small adjustments to trigger pull, grip
safety tension, etc., with the sear spring,

This is a properly tensioned sear spring. The left
leaf rides on the sear, and this is where many
amateur pistolsmiths try to overcompensate for
poor trigger job work by bending or tensioning
the sear spring, making the pull lighter or heav-
ier. The center leaf rides on the disconnector so
that the disconnector can function and also
provides for the return action of the trigger. The
right leaf provides tension for the grip safety. If
you see that the sear spring is really bent out of
shape, look to the sear angles and hammer
hook height for issues.

When looking at checkering, whether it’s metal or wood, look for symmetrically shaped pyramids
with the checkering running parallel and perpendicular to the work. Also, make sure the pistol-
smith cleaned up the overruns. This is 30-line-per-inch checkering on the frontstrap that I per-
formed on this pistol about 15 years ago.

Look at the facets of the disconnector: They should be sharp and flat.

Look at the sear. There should be two angles: the primary and the escape angle. These should be
sharp and distinct as well, with about a 60/40 ratio.
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GUNSMITHING

but I’ve seen springs that were bent way
too much. Most often, this occurs be-
cause the smith tried to overcompensate
for a trigger pull that was too light or too
heavy when the real issue was an incor-
rectly performed trigger job. (See photo
on page 86 for a properly tensioned
spring.) Before you move on, look at the

rear of the spring to see if the hammer
strut is rubbing on the spring, as this can
affect the trigger pull. 

Remove the hammer and sear pins.
The parts of the hammer that I focus
on are the hammer hooks. Again, look
for previous work. The height of the
hooks should not be below .010 by
using the feeler gauge, and really,
something between .012 and .013 is
better. Check the hammer strut. This
part should be staked to the hammer
for best performance. If the strut pin is
not staked and “walks,” it can cause
trigger pulls to be inconsistent.

This photo shows how the hammer hooks are above the 0.013-inch feeler gauge

If the thumb safety is sloppy, you can deepen the detent notch with a
Foredom tool and a rounded bit. 

Look for cracks above the slide stop pin hole. 

Look at
the top of the

frame for dents
from a steel

hammer.
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DISCONNECTOR AND EJECTOR
The disconnector is a very critical

part to the safety and functioning of
the pistol. Make sure the dome has
facets on it and isn’t worn smooth and
rounded off. Look at the sear. The
most important areas to look at are the
primary and secondary sear surfaces
on the nose of the sear. Normally, it
should be about a 60/40 ratio—60-per-
cent primary and 40-percent second-
ary—although a 50/50 ratio is very
common, as well. Note: I will cover
trigger work in much more depth in a
later project. 

Next, check the ejector. It should not
protrude too far into the magazine
well, and it should be tight. This is an-
other area that should be checked for
looseness in the same way as the
plunger tube, front sight, etc. Put a lit-
tle oil underneath and try to wiggle it
to see if the oil oozes out. There are
usually two types of pins to secure the
ejector: solid pins and roll pins. If the
pistol has a roll pin and you remove it,
always replace it with a new roll pin.
This goes for any roll pin in any
firearm. Roll pins are not meant to be
reused. Solid pins can be reused but
can easily lose their ability to keep the
ejector tight if removed and reinstalled
too many times.

Next, take out the magazine catch by
pushing it in and turning the locking
latch counter-clockwise until the ten-
sion is released. Remove the mag
catch and push out the trigger to the
rear. Check the trigger to make sure
the trigger pad is securely attached to

the trigger stirrup. Check the stirrup for
excessive bowing.

This concludes the series on func-
tion testing and inspection of the
1911A1 pistol. Hopefully, it has given
you the knowledge and ability to spot
potential trouble with a used pistol and

given you confidence to tackle some of
the simpler gunsmithing projects with
the gun. This series will also give you
the foundation needed to follow along
when I start building a 1911 Project
Gun in future issues of Gun World. GW

Also look for cracks at the front of the frame at the junction of the frame
rails. 

A solid-style ejector pin. 
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Two excellent AR pistols: the SIG 516 (bottom) with SB 15
stabilizing arm brace, and the PWS Mk 107 (top). If consid-
ering these for anything beyond sporting entertainment, it
would be best to view them through the lens of a PDW (per-
sonal defense weapon) versus a rifle. 
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Multiple Manufacturers Take Aim at
Improving the AR Pistol Experience

Story & Photos by Todd Burgreen

Acompact weapon such as an AR pistol has its advantages. These in-
clude good handling, ease of concealability and increased portabil-
ity, that can make them hard to resist. But what does the AR pistol

offer in terms of real utility in its pistol form? 
For many, the AR pistol, while enticing due to its

firepower potential, frequently lacks accuracy past
normal handgun ranges, with an added negative of
weighing over 6 pounds. But for others who have no
legal access to a NFA SBR, the AR pistol may well be
the closest they can get to achieving rifle firepower in

such a compact package. Clearly, while definitely cat-
egorized as a fun firearm, the AR pistol can be some-
what limited in its effectiveness when compared to a
rifle formatted AR.

But what if a user can adapt to its limitations? 
In this side-by-side test, I’ll look at two AR pistols
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that approach that question from differ-
ent angles: a SIG 516 with SB 15 stabiliz-
ing arm brace and PWS Mk 107. But first,
let’s establish a disclaimer of sorts.

My intent is to review each AR pistol

as each respective manufacturer intends
it for use. Neither AR pistol is intended
to be used in a manner other than as a
handgun. The reason for the disclaimer
is due to the SB 15 stabilizing brace’s re-
semblance to a stock. It is not, and the
BATF has issued a compliance letter ap-
proving the stabilizing brace. The “buffer

tube only” AR pistols have been in exis-
tence for some time now with their own
various methods of most effective de-
ployment established.

SIG SAUER’S 516
SIG has addressed the issues we’ve

presented above by equipping their SIG
516 AR pistol with the SB 15 stabilizing
brace. The SB 15 brace secures the pis-
tol to the shooter’s forearm and assists
in firing the AR pistol the way it is in-
tended via the hand, due to the added

support derived from wrapping around
your forearm. It is a matter of increased
leverage to your benefit.

The SIG 516 AR pistol features a 10-
inch barrel contributing to an overall
length of 27.5 inches. The SB 15 stabiliz-
ing brace slips over the AR’s buffer tube
extension. SIG SAUER is very specific in
its literature and videos to show the SB
15 only fired from the hand held posi-
tion. As you can imagine, the restraint
from showing or even encouraging use
from the shoulder is grounded in legal
reasons as to what constitutes a SBR
versus a handgun.

Even with the SB 15 brace strapped to
your arm, the SIG 516 AR pistol would not
be considered a maneuverable weapon in
the traditional handgun sense, and the 6-
pound plus pistol creates a good deal of
torque and stress on your arm while
thrusting it out to aim. This torque is by

Both the SIG 516 and PWS Mk 107 pistols are piston driven

ARs. The SIG 516 evaluated has a 10-inch barrel and the Mk

107 features a 7.75-inch tube. The SIG 516 uses a short stroke

piston operating method and the PWS Mk 107 a long stroke pis-

ton method. T&E of the two AR pistols took place at Echo Valley

Training Center (EVTC). Range T&E followed an established

protocol of verifying sight zero. A 25-yard zero was chosen con-

sidering the pistol configuration. After this was done, evaluation

commenced with a function test involving firing several maga-

zines in rapid succession at various targets and vehicles that dot

the range. While not unique, this is a good way to establish a

baseline for reliability.

PISTOL COMPARISON

The SIG SB 15 brace secures the AR pistol to the shooter’s forearm and assists in firing the AR pistol

One immediate upgrade for the
AR pistol would be the installation 

of a red dot optic…
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no means intolerable, but does curtail ex-
tended firing sessions, and during testing,
several users canted the SIG 516 AR pistol
inward for better control.

Recoil was not problematic, with two
to three rounds possible to be fired in
quick succession. Accuracy from a
“bench” position measured 3-5 inches at
25 yards. Accuracy from non-supported
shooting positions opened up measura-
bly. However, reliable hits were problem-
atic at 25 yards and beyond when firing
the SIG 516 AR pistol, both with the SB
15 brace and in traditional handgun form.

THE PWS MK 107
The PWS Mk 107 weighs 5 pounds, and

has an overall length of 24.5 inches. The
method used with the PWS Mk 107 con-
sisted of two-handed holds, as well as the
SAS sling tension method initially made

popular in the 1980s. The SAS sling
method (also known as the “Israeli
method” in some circles) utilizes a sling at-
tached to the rear of the receiver, forming
a loop. The loop goes over your shoulder,
and you push the weapon forward with
your stronger hand on the pistol grip and
your other hand on the forend.

The sling is sized to keep the rear of the
receiver at the same distance from your
nose as a standard stock. This technique
gives you three points of contact: rear
grip, fore grip and sling. I’ve heard that
the SAS arrived at the sling method for
CQB actions because operators were not
able to achieve a cheekweld on their H&K
MP5 stocks while wearing a gas mask.
The sling method has faded in popularity
with Tier One units as weapons and meth-
ods have evolved. However, its use is still
relevant for anyone contemplating serious

The SIG SB 15 brace fits snugly around the buffer tube. 

PWS Mk 107 utilizes a long stroke piston operating system similar to what is found with an AK.
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The SIG SB 15 stabilizing brace certainly assists with steadying the 516 AR pistol, due to the added support derived from wrapping around your fore-
arm…a matter of increased leverage to your benefit.

PWS Mk 107 shown with Trijicon RMR sight mounted and Magpul 40-round PMag magazine inserted. Multiple brands of 5.56MM/.223 Rem
ammunition were tested.
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use of an AR pistol.
In short, the weapon is “punched”

out, creating tension on the sling that
serves as a point of contact between the
user and weapon. While not optimum—
and not nearly as effective as a true
stock cheekweld—the sling method
proved better than merely attempting to
hold the PWS Mk 107 via the traditional
pistol method.

UPGRADES IN SIGHT
One immediate upgrade for the AR

pistol would be the installation of a red
dot optic and/or laser-aiming device,
which simplifies aiming compared to
aligning rear and front sights. This is easy
to do on both of the tested pistols, thanks
to both the SIG 516 and PWS Mk 107 ar-
riving with railed receivers and forends.

First, I chose mount a Trijicon RMR on
the PWS Mk 107. The RMR sight is a
proven commodity only weighing several
ounces, thus adding little in weight to the
PWS AR pistol, which is an important
consideration. The RMR’s dot aided in ac-
quiring a fast aiming point at CQB ranges.
The 7 MOA dot in the Trijicon RMR
proved more than capable of hammering
steel man targets out to 50 yards reliably
when fired from a supported position.

$8480
(plus shipping)

Shown here with 
optional stand, 
LCD monitor,  
machine arms, 
and accessories.

Every PCNC 1100 features:

Product information and online ordering at

www.tormach.com

Enable Your Ideas with a PCNC Mill
2011 Pistolsmith of 

the Year - SDM 

Fabricating Inc. 

uses his PCNC 

to customize a 

357 Magnum.

Discerning gunsmiths and manufacturers know there’s only one 

choice in CNC for affordable precision: 

The Tormach PCNC 1100.

Take aim at your most demanding machining needs

- engraving, milling, threading, reaming, and boring. Big 

or small, Tormach hits the bullseye to deliver for you.

    ■ 1100 lbs cast iron construction

    ■ Ground P4 ballscrews and single 
shot lubrication

    ■ Computer controlled spindle speed 
and direction

    ■ PTFE bonded slideways (similar to Turcite®) 

    ■ Precision R8 spindle - 100 to 5000 RPM 
with vector drive technology  

    ■ Easy to use in manual or automatic modes

SPECIFICATIONS
SIG 516 AR PISTOL
10-INCH BARREL

CALIBER:
5.56mm NATO 

LENGTH:
25.5 inches

WEIGHT:
6 pounds 

MSRP:
$1,666.00

PWS MK 107 AR PISTOL
7.75-INCH BARREL

CALIBER:
5.56mm NATO

with .223 Wylde chamber

WEIGHT:
5 pounds

LENGTH:
24.5 inches

MSRP:
$1,949

I then mounted a Leupold DeltaPoint
on the SIG 516. As with the Trijicon, the
laser frees a user from having to raise
and support the AR pistols while aligning
sights or placing red dot on target. To
complete my upgrades, a SIG SAUER
laser-aiming module was mounted to
the SIG 516 and an Insight Light/Laser
combo added to the PWS Mk 107. The
green SIG laser and red Insight laser are

easy to spot even in daylight condition
allowing for a modicum of accurate shot
placement.

GEAR ENHANCEMENTS
One way to think of maximizing the

AR pistol is as an off body weapon,
thanks to its relative compactness and
potential firepower. Here the pistol des-
ignation is important for anyone with a
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concealed carry permit. Potential gear
enhancers in this role would be the new
discrete carry bags offered by BLACK-
HAWK! such as Diversion Carry Board
Pack and Workout Bag. Both BLACK-
HAWK! products offer “hide in plain” site
utility with enhancements to accommo-
date a weapon and ancillary gear. A
more traditional “bug out” role for the
AR pistol is worthy of consideration as
well. The Eberlestock Gunslinger II (G2)
pack is perfect candidate for a “bug out”
bag, especially considering one’s
weapon can also be stored in the pack
with a magazine in place. It is possible to

completely cover your rifle with the
Eberlestock “butt cover” to keep away
elements or prying eyes.

THE BIG QUESTION
All of this, of course, brings us back to

our original “big” question: What pur-
pose does the AR pistol serve? It is cer-
tainly not the most practical handgun in
the traditional sense considering size
and weight. However, for jurisdictions
that do not allow SBR class of weapons,
the AR pistol is a valid path. 

Another pertinent question: do the
stabilizing brace, two-handed hold, or

sling method increase the AR pistols util-
ity and effectiveness? The SIG stabilizing
brace performs its intended role of in-
creased support, but once affixed to the
forearm, it can make natural flow and
movement problematic. The sling
method used with PWS Mk 107 is an im-
provement over just pushing out like a
handgun as well, but it still does not turn
the AR pistol into a serious first choice
for a personal defense firearm compared
to other tools available.

With all that said, no one is advocating
the AR pistol for a potential martial role.
This does not take anything away from

No one can be up on every facet of a subject as broad as

weapons and personal defense. Even as an experienced writer

and shooter, one of the places I look to for keeping me informed

and grounded is Suarez International (SI). Gabriel Suarez is the

owner and CEO of One Source Tactical, Suarez International,

and TSD Combat Systems. Mr. Suarez is considered a controver-

sial figure within certain circles for various reasons, some of

which are his “out of the box” unorthodox thinking when it

comes to personal defense methods and tools that best serve this

mindset. However, I urge readers to visit the various Suarez sites,

including Warrior Talk forum, to gain a better understanding of

how to deploy the AR pistol with greater efficiency. Agree with

him or not you are sure to come away with a better appreciation

of the AR pistols potential.

GABRIEL SUAREZ

The SAS sling method (aka Israeli method in some circles) utilizes a sling attached to the rear of the receiver forming a loop. This technique gives

you three points of contact—rear grip, fore grip and sling

GWPistols  2/6/14  2:16 AM  Page 96



www.gunworld.com APRIL 2014 |  GUN  WORLD 97

individuals who enjoy taking a SIG 516
with stabilizing brace, for example, to the
range for entertainment value. Frankly,
this is a valid and entertaining usage, es-
pecially with red dot or laser attached. 

Since we are looking at carry options
based on handgun label, I believe that
here is where the AR pistol’s true asset
in your gun inventory becomes evident.
The fact that the AR pistol is classified
legally as a handgun offers users who
have a concealed carry license a certain
amount of flexibility compared to a true
rifle or NFA classified weapon. 

If considering the SIG 516 and PWS Mk
107 AR pistols for anything beyond sport-
ing/entertainment, it would be best to view
them through the lens of a PDW (personal
defense weapon) versus a rifle. The short
barrels produce approximately 2200-2450
fps velocities. CQB/Direct Action and per-
sonal security detail operations are the
realm of PDWs, a near perfect analogy to
the civilian personal defense realm, and
these and other AR pistols are more po-
tent and offer longer effective range than a
pistol if trained to use effectively and ap-
preciate their nuances. GW

CONTACTS:
PRIMARY WEAPONS SYSTEMS

www.primaryweapons.com

SIG SAUER Inc.

www.sigsauer.com

Trijicon Inc. 

www.trijicon.com

Leupold&Stevens Inc

www.leupold.com

Before range testing commenced, both AR pistols were field

stripped then cleaned/lubed with FrogLube. The product was de-

veloped by Larry Lasky, a retired Navy SEAL, who took a step

back from traditional cleaners and lubes and came at the prob-

lem from a whole new direction. 

FrogLube is a “food grade” proprietary formula with no petro-

leum or other hazardous materials, and is a true CLP (Cleaner,

Lube, and Protectant) in that it will clean all fouling copper, car-

bon, and lead while offering lubrication properties as well. It will

soak into the microscopic pores of the metal seasoning it like an

old cast iron skillet.  This translates into the more you use it the

more protection is left in the metal reducing future fouling poten-

tial. In the author’s experience, a FrogLube treated weapon is

easier to maintain, and it seems that carbon and other residue do

not take hold with FrogLube present even after extended periods

or firing and subsequent neglect.

FROGLUBE

While both the SIG and PWS AR pistols are piston operated, each use different methods. The SIG

(top) is short stroke based and PWS (bottom) is long stroke.

The SB 15 brace secures the pistol
to the shooter’s forearm…
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Utilizing the highly efficient .260 REM Ackley Improved
cartridge, the author’s SAKO-based, 22-inch barreled
precision rifle is highly accurate yet generates a low
recoil impulse. Its 100-grain Nosler Ballistic Tip bullet
at 3,035 fps also makes for a flat trajectory and excel-
lent terminal ballistics out to a full 750 meters
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For example, the Remington M700 and .308
Winchester cartridge have deservedly dominated
the tactical precision rifle world for some time.
Often regarded as the best design as the basis for
precision rifles, this combination has served long
and well in that capacity.

However, though deserving of its many ac-
colades, the rifle has a few weaknesses. For
example, many feel the M700’s extractor de-
sign is just a bit on the fragile side to be con-
sidered reliable. Yet, for decades, this and
other criticisms seemed more academic than
practical, for although stories circulated about
M700 extractor failures, very few actually had
been documented.

Along the way, changes in the M700’s extrac-
tor design were made to reduce production
costs, resulting in a sizeable increase in the num-

ber of occasions in which it failed. This, in turn,
has naturally led to even more criticism, which,
while it’s probably being stated somewhat
overzealously, is irrefutably justified.

Until recently, I’ve never personally experi-
enced a broken extractor with any of my M700 ri-
fles, and I have two dozen. In the last few years,
however, I’ve had no less than five, lending cre-
dence to the argument that the new design may
not be as efficient as the old one.

The .308 Winchester cartridge has also its de-
tractors, and in truth, the reason for the .308’s
widespread popularity as a tactical precision rifle
cartridge isn’t what most people believe it to be.
Somewhat surprisingly, it didn’t become popular
because it possessed exceptional accuracy, nor,
as center-fire rifle cartridges go, is it especially
powerful.

Story & Photos by Chuck Taylor

As a trainer and tactical shooter, I’m always looking to improve,
and that includes my skills, my gear and my equipment. Some-
times, that means taking a hard look at everything, including

some of the best choices out there.

A Custom SAKO L 579 Forester and the .260 REM Ackley
Improved, Offer a Powerful, Accurate Alternative

to the Remington M700 in .308 Winchester
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First adopted by the U.S. Army back
in 1957 as the 7.62x51mm NATO car-
tridge, the .308 WIN was naturally
used in intra- and interservice rifle
competition, often the source of data
and techniques that have subse-
quently been utilized in other areas,
such as sniping. In fact, many of the
personnel from the Marksmanship
Training Units (USAMTU) are high-
power competitors themselves and
understandably so.

LONG-RANGE EVIDENCE
In the 600-yard stage of high-power

competition, it has long been believed
that the heavier bullets (168 to 175
grains) displayed better performance.
The belief came from the fact that the
original .30-06 had utilized a 173-grain
bullet and had performed well during
World War I as both a rifle and long-
range machine-gun cartridge.

In actuality, it was more of an assump-
tion based upon little more than the fact
that heavier bullets possessed a higher
ballistic coefficient and would theoreti-
cally demonstrate better velocity and en-
ergy retention at longer ranges.
Unfortunately, the technology to actually
determine whether the belief was as true

in the practical sense as it was in theory
simply did not exist.

Within the last 15 years, however,
many high-power competitors have
scrapped the heavy bullet concept and
gone back to bullets of 150 to 155
grains, finding their performance at 600
yards to be far better than anyone previ-

ously thought. As long as the design in-
cluded a boat-tail and long ogive, thus
giving it a sufficiently high ballistic coeffi-
cient (though not as high as the heavier
168 or 175 grain BTHPs), longer-range
performance was equal or superior to
the heavier bullets.

Using a chronograph, a computerized

The McMillan desert camouflage synthetic stock on the custom SAKO makes for an eye-pleasing yet highly functional package

Recessed target-type muzzle crown prevents damage from handling or a cleaning rod
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ballistic program and actual shooting
drills to determine which bullet weights
were best for the .308 WIN, I discovered
that, in the practical sense, there was al-
most no difference in performance with
the 150-, 168- and 175-grain BT at
ranges past 600 meters. And at closer
ranges, the higher velocity and flatter

trajectory of the 150-grainer actually
made it a better choice.

Let’s also remember that no .308 WIN
load has much punch left past 600 me-
ters. (At 1,000 meters, it produces about
the same velocity and energy as the
7.65mm Luger cartridge.) Perhaps, this
is why the military has, from the outset

of its adoption, regarded its maximum
effective range as 460 meters.

BALLISTICS AND BTHPS
I’m not anti-.308 at all. But I think it’s

important to understand that the real
reason it became popular as a precision
cartridge was simply that it was available
and thoroughly researched (giving it an
extensive data base even before it was
adopted) and that it was the most pow-
erful cartridge the average shooter could
utilize for extended shooting sessions
and not be affected negatively by the re-
coil it generates.

In other words, the .308 has no magi-
cal capabilities that make it the perfect
tactical precision cartridge.

As such, before a shooter arbitrarily
selects it as a tactical precision rifle car-
tridge, he should first understand and
determine the mission for which he in-
tends to use it. Past 600 meters, there

18-line-per-inch checkering on the pistol grip
and forend allow a good grip under adverse
weather conditions without being so coarse as
to be abrasive to skin and clothing.
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are many cartridges superior to the .308
WIN, and even within that range there
are a plethora of other cartridges that
equal or exceed its capabilities.

It has also become popular to shorten
the barrel on tactical precision rifles to
make them handier in close quarters, but
it must also be remembered that doing
so also reduces muzzle velocity and sub-
sequent ranging and terminal ballistic

performance.  Most 150-grain .308 loads
generate about 2,700 fps, while the 168-
and 175-grainers typical exit the muzzle
at around 2,600 fps.

Using the proven rule that for each
inch we reduce barrel length from 24
inches, about 35 fps is lost, the .308’s al-
ready-mediocre velocities become even
less impressive.  From a 22-inch barrel,
velocity with the 150-grain BT generates

2,630 fps and the 168- and 175-grainers
2,530 fps. And if we reduce the barrel to
20-inches (at present, a popular modifi-
cation to make the rifle even more
handy), muzzle velocities become even
more unimpressive. The 150-grain BT
that was traveling at 2,700 fps from a 24-
inch barrel now produces only 2,420 fps,
and the 168- and 175-grain BTHPs a
mere 2,320 fps.

SAKO action utilizes a swing-out floorplate to allow unloading without cycling cartridges through the action

The SAKO bolt handle is turned back enough to allow fast cycling between shots, while safety is virtually silent yet positive to operate.
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RANGE TEST
RANGE (M) .308/150 .308/168 .308/175 .260 REM AI/100

400 1,900 FPS 1,750 FPS 1,825 FPS 2,044 FPS

500 1,730 FPS 1,620 FPS 1,710 FPS 1,830 FPS

600 1,501 FPS 1,400 FPS 1,460 FPS 1,635 FPS

700 1,370 FPS 1,325 FPS 1,390 FPS 1,461 FPS

750 1,301 FPS 1,275 FPS 1,310 FPS 1,380 FPS

REAXIS GAS PISTON TECHNOLOGY

SILENCAIR ACTIVATED

PRODUCTION COMPLETE

HIGH VELOCITY, SMOOTH SHOT
MAXIMUM POWER!

The new Umarex Octane, powered by the ReAxis Gas 
Piston, gives the Octane more punch, more power, and 
more speed. Its SilencAir five-chamber noise dampening 

system audibly reduces muzzle noise. These two 
technologies combined deliver a smooth, accurate shot 
with maximum power, less vibration, and reduced noise. 

Zero In on the Octane at: UmarexUSA.com/Octane

PROJECT PRECISION
I wanted a tactical precision rifle/car-

tridge combination that would be handy
and produce good ranging and terminal
ballistic performance out to 750 meters
while generating light recoil but quickly
realized that, especially with a 22-inch
barrel, there are better choices than the
.308 WIN.

As a result, I decided to go with an im-
proved version of the .260 Remington,
with the 100-grain Nosler ballistic-tip
boat tail bullet. After an extensive re-
search and development program, I fig-
ured that the bullet—in fire-form
Remington cases with a load of 50 grains
of RL-19 and a Remington #9 ½

primer—would generate a bit more than
3,000 fps from a 22-inch barrel, range
well and produce light recoil while also
producing good terminal ballistic per-
formance out to 750 meters, my maxi-
mum effective range.

To correct the extractor problem with
the M700, I opted instead for the SAKO L
579 Forester action, which has long been
renowned for its quality and ruggedness.
With a 22-inch, sandblasted, target-
crowned, stainless Shilen 1.050-inch,
heavy barrel, McMillan synthetic stock
and Leupold bases, rings and scope, I
felt certain that a fine medium-range pre-
cision rifle package would emerge.

For a scope, I chose the Leupold Mark
4 PR 3-9x40mm tactical with duplex reti-

The
Remington
M700 and

.308 Winchester
cartridge have
dominated the

tactical precision
rifle world

for some
time …
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cle because it’s compact, light and
highly user-friendly, yet it is also opti-
cally clear, sharp and robust. Inasmuch
as the SAKO L 579 receiver has integral
scope bases intended to utilize 30mm
SAKO rings, I decided to have some Le-
upold tactical bases modified and the re-
ceiver drilled and tapped for them. The
main tube of the Mark 4 PR scope is
25mm and I felt that insufficient rigidity
would result if I used the plastic split-
adapters that would allow me to use the
factory 30mm rings.

I also had my gunsmith glass-bed the
action into the stock and free-float the
barrel to ensure maximum accuracy
under the widest possible environmental
conditions. A McMillan synthetic stock in
desert camouflage was obtained and the
package completed. The complete pack-
age weighs in at 11.8 pounds (about par
for a good tactical precision rifle), is
41.75 inches overall and has a 2.5-pound
trigger pull.

RANGE TEST
On my first trip to the range, I tried no

less than 25 different loads but found, to
my delight, that the initial load I had cre-
ated via extrapolation was the best.
(Sometimes, even an old dog gets
lucky!) At just under 5,000 feet ASL and
70 degrees Fahrenheit, five shots
through my Oehler M35P chronograph
produced an average of 3,035 fps with
only a 35 fps extreme spread. I was de-
lighted, to say the least, but would it
meet my minimum accuracy criteria of
½-MOA?

After a quick preliminary zero at 25
meters to ensure I’d be on the target at
100 meters, I sandbagged the rifle
solidly and went to work. Using a ½-
MOA dot with circular scoring rings as
my target, I shot a few three-shot groups
to “settle the rifle in,” cleaned the barrel
and then, (despite the fact the barrel

wasn’t yet fully broken in) shot a three-
shot group that measured only 0.188
inch (0.212-MOA). I then moved the tar-
get out to 200 meters and on a 1-MOA
dot target, fired a five-shot group that
measured only 0.488 inch (0.216-MOA).

Not bad for a first test drive.
Subsequent calibrations in 25-meter

¼-MOA positive click adjustments for both windage and elevation are standard on all Leupold
tactical scopes. Turrets are plainly marked and easy to work with under field conditions.

To prevent inadvertent canting during zeroing, calibration or actual field use, an anti-cant device is a good idea. Though many shooters don’t realize
it, canting is not only a serious detriment to accurate shooting but is nearly guaranteed under field conditions without a device to eliminate it.
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increments showed that in every re-
spect, the Ackley Improved .260 REM
with a 100-grain Nosler ballistic tip out-
performs all three .308 WIN loads (150-,
168- and 175-grain BT bullets) by a sub-

stantial margin. Beginning at 400 meters,
a comparison looks like this, using a
tuned .308 FN FAL sniper rifle with 21-
inch barrel. From it, the 150-grain Nosler
Ballistic Tip load produces 2,525 fps, and
the 168- and 175-grain BTHPs 2,425 fps
at the muzzle.

Bear in mind that although it main-
tained its velocity better than any of the
.308 loads, the .260 REM AI also pro-
duces considerably less recoil, making it
more user-friendly when one must en-
gage in sustained shooting sessions. In
fact, I was so impressed with its per-
formance that I opted to extend its maxi-
mum effective range from 750 to 800
meters, where it still produced 1,301 fps.

On ¼-inch T1 armor plate, the 100-
grain Nosler Ballistic Tip penetrates out
to a full 100 meters while none of the
.308s do much more than scratch the
paint. On small- and medium-sized

game animals, the 100-grain .260 REM
AI is also very effective, putting down
most critters with a single shot most of
the time, even at ranges past 500 me-
ters.

It’s clear to me that the combination
of the highly efficient .260 REM AI car-
tridge in this particular load/rifle combi-
nation is a fine medium-range precision
rig. Accuracy is absolutely first-rate, yet
it isn’t too heavy or bulky to make it
clumsy to handle or store in tight
spaces. With the Leupold Mark 4 PR or
other similar Leupold tactical scope, it
can easily be calibrated in 25-yard/meter
increments and give its operator fine
performance in all respects.

So if you’re thinking about building a
tactical precision rifle chambered for
something other than the .308 WIN, give
the .260 REM AI some serious thought.
Although the regular .260 REM is gaining
a great reputation as a long-range car-
tridge, the Ackley Improved version is
even more efficient and, with a properly
conceived load, superbly accurate. In
conjunction with a fine bolt-action like
the SAKO L 579 Forester and appropri-
ate Leupold tactical scope, it makes a
tough package to beat. GW

SPECIFICATIONS
CUSTOM SAKO .260 REM ACKLEY

IMPROVED

TACTICAL PRECISION RIFLE

CALIBER:
.260 REM Ackley Improved

LENGTH, OVERALL:
41.75 inches

LENGTH, BARREL:
22.0 inches

RIFLING TWIST:
1:8 inches

BARREL DIAMETER:
1.050 inches

TARGET MUZZLE CROWN:
Yes; recessed

STOCK: 
McMillan synthetic; action glass-bedded;

Barrel free-floated

STOCK COLOR:
Desert camouflage

LENGTH OF PULL:
13.50 inches

DROP:
1.75 inches

TRIGGER PULL WEIGHT:
2.5 pounds

WEIGHT, UNLOADED:
11.80 pounds

FINISH:
Stainless barrel, sandblasted gray

MAGAZINE CAPACITY:
Four rounds

The focus ring is also well located, easy to use and clearly marked. This, too, is a hallmark of Le-
upold scopes

Many high-power competitors
have scrapped the

heavy bullet concept …
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QUESTIONS
and ANSWERS

Duty, Honor and Responsibility
Propel BLACKHAWK! Forward

BLACKHAWK!

UP!

The picturesque BLACKHAWK! headquarters

in Norfolk, Virginia.
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We recently siezed the opportunity to
run some tactfully tactical questions past
BLACKHAWK!’s Brand Director Chuck
Buis, and here’s what he shared.

GUN WORLD: I know you tell the
story often, but for those who may not
know, how and when did BLACKHAWK!
get started?
CHUCK BUIS: During the First Gulf
War, a Navy SEAL’s backpack failed while
traversing a minefield. The contents
spilled onto the ground just missing an
anti-personnel mine, which would have
killed him. Beginning that day, he vowed
to make high-quality gear so operators
would never find themselves in a similar
situation. BLACKHAWK! began in a
garage and, in the summer of 1993,
moved to a retail store next to Little Creek
Navy Base, the home of the East Coast
SEAL Teams. Soon after, BLACKHAWK!
sold the retail store and moved into an in-
dustrial park to focus on manufacturing. 

In two decades, BLACKHAWK! has
transformed into a global enterprise that
produces top-of-the-line gear for military
personnel, first responders, law enforce-
ment and shooting enthusiasts. The
company has experienced exponential
growth over the years and is now owned
by ATK Sporting. BLACKHAWK! consists
of more than 6,800 SKUs and three do-
mestic production facilities.

GW: It seems as if everything is called
“tactical” these days, from weaponry to
clothing. What helps your company
stand apart in the industry?
CB: Calling a product “tactical” does not
make it tactical. It’s about what the gear is
designed to do and the level at which it
performs. We manufacture gear for those
in the military and law enforcement with

jobs that put them in harm’s way. Their
lives can often depend on the perform-
ance of their gear. We never forget that,
and it drives everything that we do.
Throughout the life of the company,
many BLACKHAWK! employees were
former military special operations person-
nel, street cops and SWAT team mem-
bers. This lineage has always been in our
company DNA and provides us with spe-
cial insight to how our products are being
used on the job and in the field.  

GW: Many recreational shooters use
your products too. How does this affect
how you develop new products and
market it to a different customer base?
CB: Many of our customers are new
shooters or everyday people who want
to use the best products available. They

know that if professionals use them in
the field every day, they will perform well
in their lives. Our commitment to produc-
ing the best product possible applies
whether we are developing a new duty
holster or manufacturing a shooting rest.

GW: How do you develop and test new
products?
CB: Our product ideas come from
across a wide spectrum. From specific
requests from military and law enforce-
ment organizations to employees who
see a better way to do something, we
start with an idea and then work that
idea through our product development
group, product line managers and manu-
facturing engineers to come up with the
best way to address that need. Testing
can involve both in-house staff and ac-
tive users in the field, to make sure we
get it right before we take a product to
market.

GW: Your motto is “Honor. As a Way of
Life.” How does this affect the way you
approach your day-to-day operations?
CB: Because we remember every day
that our responsibility is to provide the
best gear possible for those men and

By Craig Hodgkins. Photos by BLACKHAWK!

The ability to survive and thrive in the business world
requires a visionary and strategic approach, and
that certainly holds true in the fast-moving, com-

petitive arena of guns and gear. BLACKHAWK! is currently
one of the most highly-regarded U.S. manufacturers of
tactical, military, shooting sports and law enforcement
equipment in the industry. From a start-up in a Virginia
garage to a company that now manufactures products in
three states, the company in all CAPS has come a long
way since its founding 20 years ago.

An employee assembling SERPA holsters.
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women who are out there on the front
lines. Whether they are working to keep
our cities safe or operating in the field
abroad, they do their jobs so that we
may enjoy the lives that we lead. We owe
it to them to do the best job that we can. 

GW: What is new from BLACKHAWK!
for 2014?
CB: Like many companies in our indus-
try, BLACKHAWK! has been focusing its
energy on meeting the increased cus-
tomer demand for existing products.
However, many of our recent introduc-
tions continue to gain momentum and
have become quite popular. The Diver-

sion line of bags has been a big hit,
along with our latest AR-15 on-gun ac-
cessories and new apparel options. 

GW: Where do you see BLACKHAWK!
headed in the next five years?
CB: We see the proliferation of the
SERPA® holster system within addi-
tional militaries worldwide. BLACK-
HAWK! distributor Atlantic Dive Supply,
of Virginia Beach, was awarded a $24
million, five-year Indefinite Delivery In-
definite Quantity, multiple source con-
tract for the SERPA Tactical Holster
System to be included in the new U.S.
Army Improved Modular Tactical Holster
program. BLACKHAWK! has received
the first delivery notification for 8,500
units and already delivered 5,000 units
through two bridge-buys during the con-
tract selection process. With the expo-

sure, credibility and validation this
ARMY contract gives to the SERPA sys-
tem, we see an increased potential for
the SERPA to be included in other mili-
tary duty kits. 

GW: Any parting thoughts?
CB: While we were celebrating our 20th
anniversary, it was great to see just how
far the company has grown. From the
humble beginnings in a Virginia garage,
BLACKHAWK! has expanded to include
three domestic production facilities and
uses the most sophisticated technolo-
gies, highest-grade materials and most
advanced construction techniques
available. GW

QUESTIONS
and ANSWERS

COMPANY
OVERVIEW 

BLACKHAWK!

COMPANY ESTABLISHED:
1993

OWNER:
ATK Sporting Group

WEB:
www.blackhawk.com

EMPLOYEES:
320

The SERPA Tactical Holster System is
now included in the new U.S. Army Im-
proved Modular Tactical Holster program

Many of
our recent

introductions
continue to gain

momentum
and have

become quite
popular.
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From December of 1962 through the
mid-1970s, Gun World ran a
monthly column titled “Guest

Shots.” Occasionally, the allotted pages
were filled with transcriptions of confer-
ence, convention or political speeches
deemed to be of topical interest, but the
space generally featured exclusive in-
terviews or commentary from non-staffers
who had a personal and/or professional in-
terest in firearms.

The vast majority of these guest writers made perfect sense
between our covers. Indeed, many were leaders of firearms in-
dustry companies, such as Bruce Hodgdon of Hodgdon Pow-

der and Frank Snow of Sierra Bullets. Others were military offi-
cers such as General Wallace Green (then-USMC Chief of Staff)
or well-known heroes like Audie Murphy. Still others were
competitive shooters, like Marine Captain Bill McMillan, a gold

medalist in rapid-fire pistol at the 1960
Olympics. A couple Weatherby Trophy winners
stopped by, as did industry-friendly politicos
such as California’s then-Governor Ronald Rea-
gan and Congressman Bob Matthias (twice an
Olympic gold medalist himself).

Nearly two-thirds of these columns appeared
in the 1960s—when westerns dominated the big

BACK
PAGES
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“The only thing new in the world is the history you do not know.”

– Harry Truman

By Craig Hodgkins

GUEST SHOTS
AND
SILVER
BULLETS

April 1964: The issue featured both
Lone Ranger, Go Home and the “Guest Shot” column by Jerry
Lewis.

50 years ago, comedian Jerry Lewis shared some seri-
ous thoughts on firearms with Gun World readers.
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screen and the airwaves—so the list is
also heavy with firearm-friendly TV and
film stars of the day, such as Robert Tay-
lor, Van Hefflin, John Wayne, Andy
Devine, Slim Pickens, Steve McQueen
(during his Wanted: Dead or Alive days),
Dale Robertson, Fess Parker, Buddy
Ebsen, John Russell (Lawman), and
James Drury (The Virginian), among
several others. 

A good editor, of course, doesn’t want
to burn quality content too quickly. For-
tunately, I know some good editors, and
they’ve advised me to spread the ex-
cerpts from these interesting and occa-
sionally surprising columns out a bit, so
look for excerpts in the coming months.

50 Years Ago (April 1964) – For this
issue, the “Guest Shot” piece was writ-
ten by that famous firearm
aficionado…Jerry Lewis?

Yes, that Jerry Lewis.
Clearly, the editors expected a similar

level of surprise 50 years ago. “Not only
is his Beverly Hills den loaded with hand-
guns, rifles and shotguns,” they wrote

by way of explanation, “but one of his fa-
vorite hobbies is skeet shooting or
shooting sharks from his boat.” Mr.
Lewis himself addressed the issue, “It
may seem strange that a man who earns
his living making people laugh (or trying
to) can wax serious over such an unre-
lated subject as guns, but firearms of all
descriptions are a consuming passion
with me.”

In his penultimate paragraph, Lewis of-
fered some prescient perspective on the
then-current slate of gun legislation.
“You would think,” he opined, “the do-
gooders would have learned a lesson
from the silly, idealistic Volstead Act
which prevented the sale of liquor and
consequently triggered the biggest crime
wave in the history of our country.”

“I feel strongly,” he closed, “that every
citizen who owns a gun should take a
few minutes and write his congressman
demanding that he vote against any
such idiotic legislation. Nothing im-
presses a politician like mail!”

A half-century later, this remains good
advice.
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John Russell, who starred for five seasons as TV’s Lawman, appeared on our cover in June of
1965. He also contributed a “Guest Shot” column for the issue.
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50 Years Ago (April 1964) – Appearing
in that same issue, Lone Ranger, Go
Home, an article which questioned the
likelihood that the mythical masked man
could have actually utilized bullets made
of silver. According to Jack Mitchell (see
page 8 of this issue), it remains the sin-
gle most-read Gun World article ever
written, having been reprinted in several
anniversary issues over the years.

The editorial team began by obtaining
$20 worth of scrap silver, and then set
out to get it melted down and cast into
bullet molds. This proved more difficult
that first imagined, as silver requires a
good deal more heat to get to a molten
state than the standard bullet material of
the day. After a few false starts, bullets
were cast. Then, a lady schoolteacher
who made jewelry on the side helped
polish the pitted products for crimping.
Handloading columnist Dan Cotterman
used Winchester .45 caliber Long Colt
cases and Hodgdon black powder to
complete the job.

Designer bullets in hand, the team
threw themselves further into the spirit of
things by dressing up in costume for the
final test. Editor/publisher Jack Lewis
drew the Lone Ranger role, and long-time
Law Enforcement columnist Duke
Roberts (dressed as Tonto) fired the silver

slugs through a pre-war Colt Peacemaker
in .45. Cotterman staffed the chronograph
as co-publisher Ray Rich stood by.

The results? The 225-grain bullets
clocked in at an average of 802 fps. Ac-
curacy was another story. Let’s pick up
and close with the original narrative.

“(Roberts) fired a group—or what was
meant to be a group—and there was
some discussion concerning the wide
spread.

‘I don’t think you could say that one
could cover that group with a sombrero,’
Roberts testified soberly.

‘Hell, you couldn’t cover it with a tent,’

was Ray Rich’s discouraged rejoinder.”

45 Years Ago (April 1969) – Unlike
some other western stars of the time,
Dale Robertson had actually been a
working cowboy while growing up in
Oklahoma. During his summer vacations
from Oklahoma Military College in Clare-
more, he rode fence, rounded up cattle,
and even trained horses for polo.

A lifelong quail hunter, Robertson was
lured into his Hollywood career follow-
ing a stint in the military, where he
served as a combat engineer with the
Third Army in World War II. GW
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Members of the Gun World editorial team put authentic silver bullets to the test in 1964. Left to right: Jack Lewis (obscured) suits up as the Lone

Ranger to watch Duke Roberts fire off a round in Tonto garb. Dan Cotterman mans the chronograph.
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