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IN THE NEWS

David Cameron was struggling to
contain a growing revolt over his hand-
ling of the Gaza crisis yesterday after
the dramatic resignation of Baroness
Warsi as foreign office minister.
Dominic Grieve, the former attor-

ney-general, added his voice to the
chorus of senior Conservatives ques-
tioning the proportionality of Israel’s
military operation and piling pressure
on the prime minister to condemn the
country’s airstrikes on Gaza.
Lady Warsi, a former party chair-

man, told Mr Cameron that she could
no longer support his “morally in-
defensible” policy. In a stronglyworded

resignation letter, she warned that his
failure to condemn Israel could radical-
ise a generation of British Muslims.
The issuewas becoming increasingly

politicised yesterday as Mr Cameron
faced a pincer movement from Labour
and the Liberal Democrats. While Ed
Miliband called for a toughening of the
language aimed at Israel, the Lib Dems
attempted to use the issue to differenti-
ate themselves from theTories andwin
back former supporters.
Lastnight,NickCleggcalled forarms

exports to Israel to be suspended
because it had been “overstepping the
mark” in Gaza.
Vince Cable, the business secretary,

suggested that theTorieswereblocking
the move. “We have been making this

case inside government but have not
yet been able to get agreement for this
position,” he said. “I hope and expect
that to change shortly.”
In his reply to LadyWarsi’s letter, Mr

Cameron said that he had repeatedly
raised “grave concerns about the heavy
toll of civiliancasualties”butadded that
Israel had the right to defend itself.
George Osborne, the chancellor,

barely disguised his anger, branding

her departure as “disappointing and
frankly unnecessary”.
Philip Hammond, the foreign secre-

tary, was dismissive of “megaphone
diplomacy”. He said that it was right to
remain dispassionate in the search for
long-termpeace in theMiddleEast and
voiced surprise that LadyWarsi should
quit just as efforts to find a diplomatic
solution appeared to be bearing fruit.
Ministers have previously claimed

that condemning Israel could reduce
the UK’s influence over the country.
Lady Warsi was praised by other

leading senior Tories, however. Boris
Johnson, the mayor of London, said
that the Israeli military operation had
been disproportionate, adding: “I think
Continued on page 4, col 4

Benefits of
daily aspirin
‘outweigh
the risks’
Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

Middle-aged people should take a daily
aspirin for a decade to reduce their risk
of dying of cancer, an authoritative
analysis of research has concluded.
The benefits of low-dose aspirin

hugely outweigh theharm, experts said
after surveying more than 200 studies.
However, they conceded that “you
have to be a little bit of a bettingperson”
because, for every 17 lives saved, aspirin
will kill twopeople from internal bleed-
ing or strokes.
Other experts pointed out that it was

not yet clear whowasmost at risk from
these side effects, urging people to
speak to their doctors before starting a
daily dose.
The findings also promise to reignite

a debate about the medicalisation of
society sparked after NHS advice to
millions more healthy people to take
statins to protect their hearts.
“Whilst there are some serious side

effects that can’t be ignored, taking
aspirin daily looks to be the most
important thing we can do to reduce
cancer after stopping smoking and
reducing obesity, and will probably be
much easier to implement,” Jack Cuz-
ick, head of the centre for cancer pre-
vention at Queen Mary, University of
London, who led the study, said.
“It’s a regularhabit youget into. I take

aspirin as part of my bedtime routine
and find it quite easy.”
He said that a “sea change” in the

evidence now suggested that these
benefits clearly outweighed the in-
creased risk of bleeding and some types
of strokes caused by aspirin’s interfer-
ence with the clotting of the blood.
If everyoneaged50 to64 tookaspirin

for ten years, more than 7,000 lives a
year would be saved from cancer and
heart attacks against 900 killed by
strokes and bleeds, Professor Cuzick
calculated.
His analysis found that the benefits

of aspirin take about five years to
appear and recommended that people
take a 75-100mg dose, about a third of a
headache tablet, for ten years in their
50s and 60s.
The risk of bleeds increases sharply

over the age of 70, suggesting that older
people should stop taking the drug.
“Once you’ve stopped the treatment all
the good you’ve done will continue to
Continued on page 2, col 3
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Cameron stunned by revolt from senior party figures

Hala al-Waheidi, a
British schoolgirl,
is among the
wounded in Gaza.
World, pages 28-29
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Opinion
Putin is playing a dangerous
game of ballistic gamesmanship
Roger Boyes,
page 18

Energy bosses who rig prices
could be jailed for two years
Tim Webb Energy Editor

Energy company bosses who rig the
market face up to two years in prison
under sanctions being put forward by
the government.
It would become a criminal offence

to fix the price of energy at an artificial
level or use insider information to buy
or sell energy on the wholesalemarket.
A jail term could result from an at-

tempt to manipulate the market by
spreading false rumours or concealing
facts.
Employees who reported any illegal

trade would escape sanction. Convic-
tion would carry a criminal record and
make it difficult for the offender to find
another job in the power sector.
The energy industry is coming under

intense scrutiny for its failure to reduce
bills for consumers at a time when
wholesale prices are falling.
Ed Davey, the energy secretary, said:

“Manipulating the energy market is
absolutely unacceptable, and these
proposals provide a much stronger
deterrent.
“The government is doing every-

thing it can to help consumers by
increasingmarket competition to drive
prices down. We have also set up the
first annual competition assessment,
which has led to the first referral of the
sector to the competition authorities.”
Mr Davey claimed that giving regu-

lators the power to prosecute would
bring the industry in line with the
banks. Bankers who manipulate the
market, however, face sentences of up
to seven years in jail.
Ann Robinson, from uswitch.com,

the price comparison website, said: “I
welcome this to help restore trust. Two
years is better than nothing. But the
energy industry should not be any dif-
ferent from the banks. I hope the
government keeps this under review

and take the sanctions up to the full
seven years.”
The government said that applying

the same punishment to energy execu-
tives and traders would require primary
legislation and take too long to imple-
ment.
The move comes as the industry

faces its biggest challenge since privati-
sation20yearsago.Lastmonth thenew
markets watchdog, the Competition
and Market Authority, began the first
competition investigation into the
industry amid claims that consumers
were being ripped off. Any evidence of
wrongdoing unearthed by the CMA is
unlikely to result in criminal sanctions
as the new penalties do not apply until
next year.
Other sanctions for the energy in-

dustry were introduced last summer,
but they gave the regulator only the
power to fine offenders. Ofgem did not
disclose if it has used those powers.

Daily aspirin for a decade
can cut risk of cancer
Continued from page 1
provide protection formany years after
you stop,” Professor Cuzick said.
He played down concerns over tell-

ing millions of healthy people to start
taking pills, saying: “People are happy
to take multivitamins for a long time
without any clear evidence of benefit.
We do have clear evidence of benefit.”
A series of studies have suggested

that daily aspirin can cut cancers of the
bowel, stomach and gullet by a third,
and cancers of the breast, prostate and
lung by about 10 per cent.
“We don’t simply prevent the easy-

to-treat cases, we’re preventing the
potentially fatal ones,” Professor Cuz-
ick added.
Although it is unclear exactly how

aspirin prevents cancer, he suggested
that it was through targeting platelets
that “chaperone” cancer cells around

the body, stopping new cancers from
forming and existing ones fromspread-
ing.
If 1,000 middle-aged people took as-

pirin for ten years, the drug would save
16of themfromdyingof cancerandone
of them from dying of a heart attack,
but kill two through bleeding and
strokes, his team reports in the journal
Annals of Oncology.
People carrying theHPylori bacteri-

um which is known to cause stomach
ulcers, taking blood-thinning drugs
such aswarfarin, diabetics and smokers
are all thought to be at higher risk of
bleeds.
“The risk of bleeding depends on a

number of known factors which people
need to be aware of before starting reg-
ular aspirin and itwould be advisable to
consultwith a doctor before embarking
on daily medication,” he said.

Boris sees a great future outside EU

Boris Johnson will outline Britain’s
“great and glorious future” outside the
EU today ashe calls onDavidCameron
to adopt a tougher negotiating stance
with Brussels.
The mayor of London will attack the

EU’s “expansionist culture”, citing the
“back-breaking” weight of employ-
ment legislationashecallson theprime
minister to prepare to leave the union.
Mr Johnson will say that Britain’s

best option is to be a part of a reformed
EU. “But it is crucial to understand that

if we can’t get that reform, then the
secondoption [of leaving theEU] is also
attractive,” he will say.
A settlement that allowed theUKac-

cess to European markets but reduced
red tape could increase British GDP by
1.1 per cent, he will claim.
Speaking on LBC radio yesterday, Mr

Johnson said there was no need to be
afraidof leavingtheEU:“There isagreat
and glorious future for Britain in Eu-
rope, if we can reform it, but theremight
also be a great and glorious future . . . as
an open, outward-looking economy
that has great trading relations with
Europe but starts to think more and

more about the rest of the world where
you are seeing huge growth.”
Meanwhile, new figures show that

turnout for the European elections in
June was half a percentage point lower
than first estimated, at 42.54 per cent.
Turnout in the UK was 35.4 per cent,
19th out of the 28 nations.
It could prove damaging for the legit-

imacy of Jean-Claude Juncker, the
former Luxembourg prime minister
who is president-elect of the European
Commission.His selectionwas secured
in a vote of national leaders with only
David Cameron and Viktor Orban, the
Hungarian prime minister, against.

Francis Elliott, Michael Savage
David Charter

Dr Mark Porter

Aspirin
prophylaxis —
taking the drug

in an attempt to fend
off illness — is
becoming as confusing
for doctors as it is for
patients.
Prescribing the

drug to prevent a first
heart attack or stroke
has fallen out of

favour, but aspirin’s
anti-cancer effects are
widely regarded as
exciting and worthy of
closer attention.
However, until we
have a reliable way of
deciding which
otherwise healthy
people are likely to
benefit from the drug,
and which unlucky
few are likely to be
seriously harmed or

killed by it, then the
decision to take it
remains something of
a pig in a poke.
It is the vast

majority of people
that lie twixt these
two extremes that we
continue to struggle
to give good advice to.
That is where I sit,

along with millions of
other Britons, and I
don’t take aspirin. Yet.

Q&A
I thought scientists weren’t
convinced by aspirin?
A similar overview last year found a
“fine balance” between risks and
benefits, while the National Institute
for Health and Care Excellence said
in June that patients with atrial
fibrillation, a common heart
condition, should stop taking aspirin.

So what’s new here?
Many previous studies have shown
that aspirin can prevent cancer and
heart disease but that it increases
the risk of bleeds and strokes. The
latest study went through published
research attempting to quantify the
pros and cons, and concluded that
the benefits do outweigh the risks.

Even if aspirin saves lives on
average, how do I know I won’t be
one of the unlucky ones?
You don’t. Aside from those with a
history of bleeds, or taking blood
thinning drugs, doctors are unsure
who should be warned off aspirin.

Do doctors want us all to take lots
of pills, even if we’re not sick?
The study follows a NICE ruling that
about 4.5 million more healthy
people should be offered statins to
lower their risk of heart attacks.
Critics have protested that this turns
them into patients. Yet medicine is
increasingly moving towards
pre-emptive treatment that aims to
prevent rather than cure.
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Lego sells out of women role models inspired by girl’s complaint
Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

A seven-year-old girl who took Lego to
task over its lack of interesting female
characters has won a victory in the
battle to make more inspiring toys for
scientifically minded girls.
Charlotte Benjamin wrote a stinging

letter to the Danish company in Janu-
ary, saying that shewas fedupwithhow
male Lego figures massively outnum-
bered their female counterparts.
After a visit to a toy shop, Charlotte

had lost patiencewithhow femaleLego

characters “sit at home, go to the beach,
and shop”, while the male characters
“saved people, had jobs, even swam
with sharks”.
She said: “I want you to make more

Lego girl people and let them go on
adventures and have fun — ok!?!”
Lego has responded, by releasing a

“research institute” set, which comes
with three women scientists. The kit,
which sells for $19.99 (£11.85) in theUS,
features a palaeontologist, an astro-
nomer and a chemist. It was designed
by the real-life geochemist Dr Ellen

Kooijman, who works at the Swedish
Museum of Natural History.
“As a female scientist I had noticed

two things about theavailableLego sets
— a skewed male-female minifigure
ratio and a rather stereotypical repre-
sentation of the available female
figures,” she said. Scientific American
magazinehas lamented thatmale char-
acters outnumber females in the Lego
universe by four to one — “and the
female characters Lego has produced
are often laden with stereotypes”.
Last year, the company stirred con-

troversybyproducingastickerofamale
Lego construction worker, with a
speech bubble reading, “Hey Babe!”
In 2011, it released a new line of

products designed to appeal to
girls, which also caused a
fierce backlash. An advert
featuring three female Lego
characters describing their
day showed one of them

going to a party, another decorating
their home and the third going to
the hairdresser.
Critics said that the company

had created a “pink ghetto for
girls”, and that the new toys were
a betrayal of Lego’s stated mis-
sion — to “inspire and develop
the builders of tomorrow”.
By contrast, the new science

kit hasbeenmetwithwidespread
acclaim. It was sold out on the
company’swebsite in amatter of
hours.

Watch out workers, the robots are coming
Nurses and teachers will
survive but those in
white-collar jobs may be
edged out in a decade,
writes James Dean

They already assemble our cars and
soontheywill drive themforus, too.But
robots are about to prove that they are
equally as suited towhite-collar as they
are to blue-collar work, a report by an
independent think-tank suggests.
Experts have predicted that doctors,

accountants, lawyers and the rest of the
professional classes are to be supplant-
ed by artificial superintelligence and
advanced robotics by 2025.
Two contrasting views are offered in

the report to bepresented todaybyPew
Research Centre. Those who take a
utopian view believe this will free
humans from office routines and allow
them more free time. The dystopian
forecast is of unemployment spiralling
out of control, social unrest and
humanity’s destruction.
When Pew asked 1,900 technology

experts whether they believed that
automated artificial intelligence (AI)
and robots would displace more jobs
than they create by 2025, they were
divided evenly. However, most agreed
that robots or other insentient beings
would take over many human jobs
within the next decade and political
and educational institutions were ill-
equipped to deal with the rapid change.
Judith Donath, a fellow at Harvard

University’s Berkman Centre for Inter-
net and Society, said: “Human sales-
people, nurses, doctors and actors will
be symbols of luxury; the silk of human
interaction as opposed to the polyester
of simulated human contact.” Highly
skilled jobs would be whittled away by
sophisticated machines, she suggested.
Humanshave struggledwith the idea

that they might be the first to share a
world with insentient, intelligent
beings. Philip K Dick’s science-fiction
novel Do Androids Dream of Electric
Sheep?, the inspiration for the Blade
Runner film, suggested that the only
thing separating humans and androids
would be empathy.
As such, experts predict that jobs

requiring compassion, such as nursing,
primary school teaching and care
working, would be likeliest to still be
done by people, whereas lawyers, ac-
countants, surgeons, librarians, soldiers
and call-centre workers would lose out.
Jamais Cascio, a technology futurist,

said: “These [compassionate] jobs are
traditionally performed by women.
One of the bigger social questions of
the mid to late 2020s will be the role of
men in this world.”
Larry Gell, founder and director of

the InternationalAgency forEconomic
Development, said: “Anything and
everything that canbeautomated to re-
place humans will be done.” People
were the single biggest cost to most
companies, he said, so theprocess of re-
placing themwith cheaper automatons
would only accelerate.
However, Elizabeth Albrycht, a

senior lecturer at the Paris School of
Business, suggested that the idea of a
“job” would change utterly. “If we
consider ‘jobs’ as they are generally
thought of today, either blue-collar or
white-collar, the displacement will be
extraordinary,” she said. “But we can-
not assume that ‘jobs’ will stay the
same. Our ways of making a living are
going to shift at the same time.”

Ellie Sullivan
plays scissors
paper stone with
Berti the robot at
the Science
Museum,
London. Honda’s
Asimo, far right,
may take over
manual jobs.
Right, artificial
being from the
film I Robot
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The toy company released
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Themeaning
behind the
resignation

This is the most menacing,
stiletto section of the letter and
feeds the Labour narrative that
the Tories are lurching
rightwards. Her implication is
that without Tory moderates
such as Clarke and Grieve (and
she could have added David
Willetts and Damian Green,
who also left in the reshuffle)
the government is heading
away from the mainstream.

Interpretation: “I was important
to you once, Dave. You wanted
me as an Asian Muslim woman
to be a sign that the
Conservatives would be
different under your
leadership. That I can no longer
support you should be a wake-
up call. Will you heed it?”

This will resonate with Tories of
all colours and the intelligence
agencies. Whitehall is already
concerned about radicalised
British Muslims returning home
from Syria and other parts of
the Middle East. Many British
Muslims are horrified by Israel’s
actions and what they see as
David Cameron’s unwillingness
to condemn Israel. All the
ingredients are coming
together to potentially ignite
some real community tensions.

In his letter replying to Lady
Warsi, David Cameron wrote: “I
very much regret that we were
not able to speak about your
decision beforehand.” She is
giving a different spin on what
happened behind the scenes.
She implies that her concerns
were well-known but were not
heeded. Many Tory MPs and
ministers, who may not agree
with her on Gaza but complain
No 10 rarely listens to them,
will know how she feels.

She is certainly correct that the
government’s standing might
be hurt domestically — a large
majority of British people
disapprove of Israel’s actions.
Yet the international picture
may not be as clear as she
suggests. It is notable that
European states have been
much more critical of Israel
than have Middle Eastern
governments living alongside
extremist Islamist groups.

Is this an attack on Philip
Hammond, the new foreign
secretary, implying that he is
high-handed where William
Hague (who was ready to
criticise a previous Israel
military intervention as
“disproportionate”) was
conciliatory? Many people will
think that “unease across the
Foreign Office” is a good thing.

Dear Prime Minister
For some weeks, in meeting and discussion, I have been open and honest

about my views on the conflict in Gaza and our response to it.
My view has been that . . . our approach and language during the current

crisis in Gaza is morally indefensible, is not in Britain’s national interest and will
have a long term detrimental impact on our reputation internationally and
domestically.

I believe our approach in relation to the current conflict is neither consistent
with our values, specifically our commitment to the rule of law, [nor] our long
history of support for international justice. In many ways the absence of the
experience and expertise of colleagues like Ken Clarke and Dominic Grieve has
over the last few weeks become very apparent.
This decision has not been easy. It has been a privilege to serve for three

years in your Shadow Cabinet and over four years in your Cabinet. Introducing
you in Blackpool in 2005 as you made your bid for leadership I had the pleasure
of being there at the start of the journey and it would have been rewarding to
have been there til the end.
The last decade has given me the opportunity to work with some of the best

in the Conservative Party and indeed in Government. William Hague was
probably one of the finest Foreign Secretaries this country has seen and has
been inspirational. He dismantled foreign policymaking by sofa government
and restored decision making and dignity to the Foreign Office. There is,
however, great unease across the Foreign Office, amongst both Minister and
senior officials, in the way recent decisions are being made.

Early evidence from the Home Office and others shows that the fallout of the
current conflict and the potential for the crisis in Gaza and our response to it
becoming a basis for radicalisation could have consequences for us for years to
come.

I always said that long after life in politics I must be able
to live with myself for the decisions I took or the
decisions I supported. By staying in Government at
this time I do not feel I can be sure of that.
It is therefore with regret that I am writing to

resign.
You will continue to have my personal support as

leader of the Conservative party as you continue to
ensure that our Party evolves to meet the
challenges we face in Britain today and ensure
that the Party is relevant and responsive to all
communities that make up today’s Britain.
Yours sincerely
Sayeeda

Tories ‘can afford to ignore Muslim vote’
Francis Elliott Political Editor

Lynton Crosby, the Tories’ election
guru, believes that David Cameron has
little to gain from adopting a tougher
stance against Israel, according to a
senior figure.
Tory MPs fighting to hold marginal

seats with significant Muslim popula-
tionshavebeenamong thoseurgingMr
Cameron to issue an outright condem-
nation of Israel’s actions in Gaza.
Andrew Stephenson told The Times

last week that he had received more
than 500 emails from residents in his
Pendle constituency, almost all raising
concerns about the proportionality of
Israel’s response.
The resignation of Baroness Warsi

caused despair among someConserva-
tive members of the government.
“Cameron has just blown us the elect-
ion,” one said. “This will lose us nearly
all our ethnic support in the north and
in seats like Luton.”
MrCrosby, however, is said to believe

the electoral impact of Gaza is over-
blown. “Lynton says there are hardly
any of our marginal seats where the
Muslim vote will be a decisive factor,” a
senior Tory said yesterday.
Lady Warsi’s departure heightens

tensions between those who believe
that Mr Cameron has abandoned ef-
forts tomake thepartymore represent-
ative and those who say that winning
the next election is the overriding pri-
ority. Research by the British Future
think-tank suggests that the Conserva-
tives attract only 16 per cent of support
from Britons who are not white.
The impact of the “ethnic gap” will

rise with the increasing proportion of
ethnic minority voters. Of the 3.5 mil-
lion Britons eligible to vote for the first
time next May, 621,000 will be from
Asian, black, mixed-race or other eth-
nic minority backgrounds.
It is a grossmistake, say strategists, to

treat non-white voters as a homoge-
nous bloc. The Conservatives believe
they have made the most in-roads into
the Indian Sikh and Hindu communi-
ties. Senior figures acknowledge, how-
ever, that thoseBritonswith aPakistani
heritage are among the least attracted
to the Conservative brand.
“With British Pakistanis you’ve got

all the negatives about the Conserva-
tives, overlaidwith anger atwhat is per-
ceived to be double standards about the
treatment of Muslims abroad,” a
Downing Street adviser said.
An analysis of marginal seats by Ian

Warren, author of the Election Data
blog, shows that only one of the top 50
seats with the highest number of Mus-
lim voters is a Conservative target, sug-
gesting Mr Crosby may be right.
However, that ignores the wider ef-

fects of a motivated bloc, say some To-
ries. “What Lynton doesn’t get is that
this could help the Lib Dems keep part
of their vote that we need to go to La-
bour in someLibDem/Torymarginals.”

The ethnic gap

Less than 1%
1 - 1.9%
2 - 4.9%
5 - 9.9%
10 - 19.9%
More than 20%

Hendon 13.9%
Majority - Con 0.2%

Dudley North 5.3%
Majority - Lab 1.7%

Solihull 4.2%
Majority - Lib Dem 0.3%

Wakefield 4.6%
Majority - Lab 3.6%

Eltham 4.6%
Majority - Lab 4%

Derby North 3.3%
Majority - Lab 1.4%

Sutton and Cheam 4.5%
Majority - Lib Dem 3.3%

Birmingham,
Edgbaston 7%
Majority - Lab 3.1%

Hampstead and Kilburn 10.7%
Majority - Lab 0.1%

Halifax
Muslim population 13.5%
Majority - Lab 3.4%

Muslim population
in local authorities

Top ten Tory target seats

Source: ONS, Ian Warren of Election-data blog

Senior colleagues back
Warsi’s stand over Gaza
Continued from page 1
it is ugly and it is tragic and I don’t think
it will do Israel any good in the long
run.”
His remarks were echoed by Mr

Grieve, sacked by Mr Cameron as the
government’smost senior lawofficer in
last month’s reshuffle and named by
Lady Warsi, along with Ken Clarke, as
two figures of “experience and expert-
ise” now missing from the govern-
ment’s internal discussions on Gaza.
Mr Grieve stopped short of saying

that war crimes had been committed
butmade clear that he supported those
calling on Mr Cameron to say that
Israel had acted disproportionately.
“The question arises whether Israel’s
actionswere reasonable, necessary and
proportionate in an operation that has
killed some 1,500 civilians,” he said.
William Hague’s replacement by Mr

Hammond was possibly the “most sig-
nificant” factor inLadyWarsi’s decision
to resign, he added.
In her resignation letter she said that

there was “great unease across the for-
eign office, amongst bothministers and
senior officials, in the way recent deci-
sions have beenmade” since the arrival
of the former defence secretary.
Alistair Burt, a former Tory foreign

officeminister, said that Israel’s actions
were “unjustifiable” and it was “losing
the moral argument”.
Sir Nicholas Soames, Dr Sarah

Wollaston and Crispin Blunt all voiced
approval for LadyWarsi’s stance. Omi-
nously for Mr Cameron, Eric Pickles,
the communities secretary, also backed
his long-time friend and ally, leading to
fears that Lady Warsi’s may not be the
last high-profile resignation.
Downing Street sources say that she

alerted No 10 only moments before
tweeting her resignation statement. In
his reply the prime minister pointedly
expressed regret that he had not had
the chance to talk toher before shequit.
Mr Cameron’s allies will be con-

cerned that Lady Warsi, an early
supporter of the Tory leader, is pre-
paring to turn on him.
As a 72-hour truce between Israel

and Gaza held out yesterday, a British-
born girl was treated in hospital after
being hit by a missile.
Hala al-Waheidi, born in theUK and

originally from Southampton, was hit
by amissile during the conflict sustain-
ing serious injuries to her leg and head.
However, she said that she wanted to
return to Gaza.
Leading article, page 20

Tim Montgomerie
Analysis

David Cameron will really,
really hope she means this.
Tory support among British
Muslims is already at rock
bottom. If she were to go
public with her privately-held
concerns about the male-
dominated Downing Street
operation, he would have even
greater cause for concern. The
fact that she gave her first
post-resignation interview
to the left-wing journalist
Mehdi Hasan will have set
alarm bells ringing.

6The Tricycle Theatre in northwest
London has refused to host the UK
Jewish Film Festival after an
eight-year partnership, in protest at
Israel’s actions in Gaza. Jonathan
Levy, chairman of the theatre, said
that the decision was motivated by a
wish not to receive work funded by
the Israeli state. “The Tricycle will
be pleased to host the UKJFF
provided that it occurs without the
support or other endorsement from
the Israeli government,” he said.
The Tricycle suggested that if the
November festival handed back
funding from the Israeli government
the theatre would make good the
loss, but the festival refused. The
actress Maureen Lipman called the
theatre’s decision “unacceptable”.



the times |Wednesday August 6 2014 FGM 5

News

Ecclestone back on
track as $100m deal
is accepted by judge
David Charter Berlin

Bernie Ecclestone said he was back in
the driving seat of Formula One
yesterday as he walked free from his
bribery trial after judges accepted a
$100 millionpayment to settle the case.
The 83-year-old billionaire faced a

sentence of up to ten years for allegedly
bribingGerhardGribkowsky, theBava-
rian banker in charge of selling a 47 per
cent stake in Formula One.
Mr Ecclestone had beaten prosecu-

tors down from their original demand
for €100million bymatching the figure
in dollars, thereby saving himself about
€25 million.
Judge Peter Noll accepted the agree-

ment, the highest personal cash settle-
ment in German legal history, saying
that the accusations of bribery and
incitement to breach of trust had not
been “corroborated in important parts”.
Sitting inMunich, he gaveMr Eccle-

stoneoneweek topay,with $99 million
going to the state of Bavaria and $1mil-
lion allocated to theGermanChildren’s
Hospice Foundation.
Andrea Titz, a court spokeswoman,

said: “There was no conclusion on guilt
or innocence of the defendant. He is
leaving this courtroom a free man.”
German press and politicians cried

foul but Mr Ecclestone made use of a
clause in the country’s legal code
previously exploited by Helmut Kohl,
the former chancellor, and JosefAcker-
mann, the ex-Deutsche Bank chief.
Mr Ecclestone flew straight back to

work in London.
Despite formally stepping down in

January from the main board of For-

mula One, Mr Ecclestone remained
actively involved in the current motor-
racing season.
CVC Capital Partners had warned

that he would be removed if found
guilty but he said last night that he ex-
pected to return to day-to-day control
of the sport. “I stood down for obvious
reasons, but I’ll be back on again now.
Everything is back to normal,” he said
from his office in London.
Gribkowsky was jailed in 2012 for re-

ceiving $44 million from Mr Eccle-
stone andhis family trust. TheFormula
One chief maintained throughout that
the payment to Gribkowsky in 2006
was “hush money” to stop him making
malicious allegations to the inland rev-
enue about his complicated tax affairs.
Crucially, prosecutors struggled to

show that Mr Ecclestone knew that
Gribkowsky was a public servant
because Bayern LB is state-owned, a
factor that made the allegations much
more serious under German law. Pros-
ecutors also failed to show that another
company had lost out when the sale
went ahead with CVC.
A former German justice minister

criticised the deal, saying that the scale
of it did not fit with the spirit of the law.
“In my eyes, there should not be

negotiations in this dimension with
justice,” Sabine Leutheusser-Schnar-
renberger said. “It does not just leave a
bad taste, it is really barefaced cheek.”
TheGermanpresswas also critical of

the deal. “$100 million and the search
for the truth ends,” read a headline in
Süddeutsche Zeitung, which began the
whole process when it unearthed the
payments to Gribkowsky.

PETER KNEFFEL / DPA

Sean O’Neill Crime Editor

The Bishop of Gloucester was ques-
tioned by Scotland Yard detectives
yesterday over alleged sex offences.
The Right Rev Michael Perham, 66,

who was not arrested, was interviewed
under caution by detectives from the
Metropolitan police over two alleged
incidents when he was a priest in south
London in the early 1980s.
The bishop, who had been due to re-

tire inNovember, announced suddenly
at the weekend that he had “stepped
back” from his duties and would not be
taking part in services for the annivers-
aryof the start of theFirstWorldWarat

Gloucester cathedral. The diocese said
that the bishop had taken his decision
for “personal reasons”.
Those reasons became clearwhenhe

was interviewed for several hours at a
police station in Gloucestershire.
A police spokesman said that Bishop

Perham, who is also a member of the
House of Lords, was questioned about
an alleged indecent assault on a girl
aged under 18 and a second suspected
indecent assault on a woman over 18.
TheMet said thathewasnot arrested

but allegations against him from 1980-
81 were being investigated its sexual of-
fences, exploitation and child abuse
command. The investigation concerns

a period when he was curate at St
Mary’s Addington, in Croydon, south
London. He left there in 1981, at the
time of the second alleged assault, and
became chaplain to the Bishop of
Winchester.
The diocese declined to say last night

whether the bishop had resigned, but a
spokesman said that the Right Rev
Martyn Snow, the Bishop of Tewkes-
bury, was taking up his duties “in his
absence”. The diocese added that the
criminal allegations against the bishop
were a police matter. “We have no
further comment to make.”
Bishop Perham was ordained priest

in 1977 and became Bishop in Glouces-

ter in 2004. He has been a strong sup-
porter of the ordination of women
priests and bishops and was a member
of the Crown Nominations Commis-
sion that nominated the present Arch-
bishop of Canterbury in 2012. During
hisministry hehas also served inPoole,
Derby and Norwich.
He is best known in Anglican circles

for his work on the format of church
services and served on the Church of
England’s liturgical commission from
1982 to 2001. He is married to Alison, a
palliative care consultant, and is the
father of four adult daughters.
Another former Bishop of Glouces-

ter, the Right Rev Peter Ball, is awaiting
trial on charges of sexual assault dating
back to the 1970s.
6Police are conducting a national
audit of historical sex abuse cases as
they try to get to grips with the scale of
the problem. Itwill cover investigations
into prominent people and allegations
of abuse in schools, children’s homes
and religious orders.

Bernie Ecclestone, right, and his lawyer Sven Thomas await yesterday’s ruling

Bishop Perham
stepped down
from his duties
at the weekend

Bishop questioned on suspicion of sex crimes
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DJ admits sex crimes
Chris Denning, the former
Radio 1 DJ, has admitted a series
of sex offences against boys.
Denning, 73, from Basildon,
Essex, admitted 29 charges
involving boys as young as nine
when he appeared at Southwark
Crown Court, in London. He
denied a further 12 charges and
will stand trial on November 24.
Judge Alistair McCreath
remanded him in custody.

Supersized scanners
Hospitals are buying larger x-ray
scanners for obese patients. The
latest models have an increased
“bore size”, from a standard 70cm
two decades ago to 80cm.
Siemens, a provider of scanners,
has designed its newest machine
for patients weighing up to 307kg
(48st), because of demand. About
64 per cent of adults in Britain
are overweight or obese, costing
the NHS £5 billion each year.

Mother crushed by car
A mother suffered serious injuries
after trying to stop her car rolling
down a hill with her child on
board. The 39-year-old tried to
halt the Mercedes A170 as it went
down a steep slope in
Teignmouth, Devon, with her
child on the back seat. She was
crushed against a wall and
suffered serious injuries to her
arm, back, chest, leg and
abdomen. The child was not hurt.

Bridal dress takes flight
A bride-to-be has made an appeal
for her missing wedding dress
after it was delivered to an address
1,000 miles from her home.
Melissa Frain, 29, a hairdresser
living in Spain, paid £1,000 for the
dress, modelled on Kate
Middleton’s at her marriage to
Prince William. She contacted J2
Express, a courier company, and
was told it had been delivered to
Nantgarw, a village in south Wales.

1. I was just a little girl at heart,
sobs £30,000-a-night hooker

2. Arsenal move for Carvalho
3. You’re not getting the real

truth about Gaza
4. Baroness Warsi resigns
5. Hygiene alert at stars’ haunt
6. Scotland’s using its head
7. AI ‘may wipe out human race’
8. Lamps go out for war vigil
9. Russians stranded by sanctions
10.Man Utd beat Liverpool
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Hundreds of lives a year could be saved
by closure of local hospital stroke units
Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

Almost a hundred lives a year have
been saved by closing local stroke units
in London, according to a study which
suggests that hundreds of people may
be dying because health chiefs else-
where have failed to do the same.
Experts said that patients in the rest

of the country should be “jumping up
and down” to demand similar centrali-
sation after research found that con-
centrating stroke care into specialist

24/7 units saved lives and got patients
out of hospital two days quicker.
In Manchester, where similar

changes werewatered down to assuage
local fears about hospital closures, no
extra lives were saved, the study found.
Health bosses there have vowed to
press ahead with more radical changes
andNHSEngland says that other cities
should follow suit.
The findings will bolster the argu-

ments of those seeking to press ahead
with greater centralisation of specialist

care in fields from heart disease to
cancer. The argument for doing more
complex care in big expert centres is
widely accepted in theory but the NHS
has struggled to put it into practice in
the face ofwidespread local opposition.
ProfessorNaomi Fulop of University

College London, senior author of the
research, said: “It may seem counter-
intuitive for an ambulance to drive a
critical patient straight past the nearest
hospital, but it saves lives. While an in-
dividual may feel that losing their local

hospital’s stroke unit is bad for them,
going to a specialised centre further
away actually increases their chance of
surviving a stroke.”
In 2010, instead of sending stroke

patients to 32 local hospitals, the
London NHS began directing them to
eight specialist centres with access to
clot-busting drugs, scans and specialist
services such as physiotherapy. Com-
paring records on hundreds of thou-
sands of admissions for stroke across
England between 2008 and 2012, the
researchers found that 23 per cent of
Londonpatients diedbefore centralisa-
tion, 1,700 a year, compared with
19.4 per cent afterwards. After adjust-
ing this for the general improvement in
stroke care, they concluded that the
changes saved the lives of 96 patients.
Hospital stays were cut by 7 per cent

in London, they report in the British
Medical Journal. Ambulance journey
times for stroke patients increased only
slightly, from 14 minutes to 16 minutes.
“Patients and the public should be

jumping up and down in other urban
areas and saying, ‘Why haven’t we got
what London has?’ ” Professor Fulop
said, adding: “It’s robust evidence that
needs to be taken seriously.”
Professor Tony Rudd, national clini-

cal director of stroke at NHS England,
who led the London centralisation,
said: “This papermakes a strong case to
centralise acute stroke care in large
centres able to offer high-quality care
regardless of the day or time.” He
added: “Weneed tospread thismodel to
all urban areas.”
Dan Poulter, the health minister,

said: “Doctors and nurses are responsi-
ble for changing frontline services and
this study shows the power of treating
major illnesses in centres of excellence
alongside local rehab.”

Diabetes tests
force rethink
on ‘bad’ fats
Chris Smyth

Dairy products could help lower the
risk of diabetes, according to research
which suggests there may be “good”
saturated fats as well as bad.
Some types of saturated fat appear to

raise the risk of diabetes while others
seem to lower it, a study found, indicat-
ing that current public health advice is
too simplistic.
However, official advice will not be

changed after decades in which satu-
rated fats have been demonised
because of evidence they increase the
risk to theheart from “bad” cholesterol.
Nita Forouhi, an epidemiologist at

the University of Cambridge who led
the research, said: “Whatwe’re starting
to do is breaking the taboo that all satu-
rated fat is bad.”
Rather than asking people what they

ate, her team analysed blood from
12,400 type 2 diabetics and 16,000
others. They found that thosewithhigh
levels of some fats were about 40 per
centmore likely to have diabetes, while
thosewith high levels of others were 30
per cent less likely. The findings were
reported in The Lancet Diabetes & En-
docrinology. “The challenge now is to
work out how the levels of these fatty
acids inourbloodcorrespond to thedif-
ferent foods we eat,” said Dr Forouhi.
However, Richard Elliott, of Diabetes

UK, said “thepicture isnot clear enough
to warrant changing our advice”.

The Times
iPad edition
Owners of an iPad can
subscribe to The Times
iPad edition through the
App Store on the device
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British Airways has put on hold its
flights to Liberia and Sierra Leone as
both countries deployed troops to their
borders in an attempt to contain the
ebola epidemic.
The only airline to offer a direct

service from Heathrow to the Sierra
Leonean capital, Freetown — which
would ordinarily run four times a week
with a connection to Monrovia in
Liberia — has suspended flights until
the end of this month.
The virus has killed 887 people in

Nigeria, Guinea, Sierra Leone and
Liberia. Yesterday it emerged that a
woman had quarantined herself in her
home inCardiff after comingback from
west Africa.
The government agency Public

HealthWales said shemight have been
exposed to the disease but had yet to
show symptoms. Therewere “dozens of
these suspected cases” across Britain,
and theWelsh woman posed no risk to
the public, a spokeswoman added.
Derek Gatherer, a lecturer in bio-

medical and life sciences at the Uni-
versity of Lancaster, said BA’s decision
had postponed the “inevitability” of an
ebola carrier arriving in the UK by air,
but it was “only a matter of time”.
He said: “There’s no doubt the situa-

tion has got considerably worse in the
last week. Inevitably someone will get
on a plane and fly here with ebola.
Stopping flights will reduce that risk.”
A British Airways spokesman said

affected ticket holderswould be eligible
for a refund or flights at a later date.
“Wehave temporarily suspendedour

flights to and from Liberia and Sierra
Leone until August 31, 2014, due to the
deteriorating public health situation in
both countries,” he said. “The safety of
our customers, crew and ground teams
is always our top priority and we will
keep the routes under constant review.”
Ebola cure hopes, page 28
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Flights to Asia could soon become
longer and more expensive if Russia
bans European airlines from flying
over Siberia in revenge for sanctions
that grounded a Russian carrier this
week.
Russia is considering imposing

“restrictions or a ban on transit flights
by European airlines to Asia over the
territory of Russia”, according to one
report in a Russian newspaper.
Last night President Putin said that

he had ordered his government to
prepare retaliatory measures to west-
ern sanctions that he believes are
“unacceptable and run counter to all
norms and rules”.
Neither side has shown a willingness

to back down over Ukraine. Govern-
ment troops and oligarch-funded pri-
vate militias have herded pro-Russian
separatist forces into the Ukrainian
cities of Donetsk and Luhansk.
Western intelligence sources have

reported a build-up of Russian troops,
artillery and armour on the Ukrainian
border, which could serve as an inva-
sion force if President Putin decides to
intervene to save the separatists.
ARussiannews agency reported that

Igor Strelkov, the main military
commander of the Donetsk rebels, has
ordered “several thousand Soviet army
padded jackets”, suggesting that he is
planning a long defensive action.
Fighting has intensified in east

Ukraine and hundreds of civilians
have been killed.
Russia called an emergency meeting

of the UnitedNations Security Council
over the worsening humanitarian
situation. The UN refugee agency has
said that 117,000 people have fled to
other areas of Ukraine and that claims
that more than 700,000 people had
crossed the border into Russia were
“credible”.
An outright ban on trans-Siberian

flights wouldmark a return to the Cold
War era, when most western airlines
were barred from Soviet airspace and
had to fly to the Far East via theGulf or
over the Arctic and Alaska.
A deal struck in the 1970s enables

western airlines to save up to $30,000
(£18,000) in fuel and fees on every
route and cut up to 2,500 miles from
each trip, Russia’s Federal Air Trans-
port Agency said.
The agreement also generates an

estimated $300 million (£178m) a year
for Aeroflot, the Russian national air-
line, in fees from the European airlines.

Talks on restrictions on European air-
lines are reported to have begun when
the first European Union sanctions
were introduced in March after
Russian troops seized the Crimea.
Sanctions have tightened since the

Malaysia Airlines jet MH17 was shot
down over easternUkraine last month.
The United States and President
Poroshenko of Ukraine have accused
pro-Russian rebels of firing the missile
that brought the plane down, killing all
298 people on board.
The most stringent EU sanctions

were introduced last week, hitting
officials closest to President Putin with
asset freezes and travel bans and

targeting Russian oil industry
technology, dual-use technologies in
the defence sector and Russian state
banks’ access to Western capital.
Aeroflot’s new low-cost airline,

Dobrolet, set up to service Crimea, was
forced to suspend operations because
its plane lease agreement, insurance
and maintenance contracts have been
cancelled under the sanction.
Dmitry Medvedev, the Russian

prime minister, met the transport min-
ister and a senior Aeroflot executive
yesterday to discuss retaliation.
Lufthansa said that 180 of its flights

use Siberian airspace each week. A
spokesmanforBritishAirways said that
it did not “comment on speculation”,
although he did say that the deal allow-
ing its planes to flyoverRussia still held.
Western airlines are already having

to re-route flights to Asia because of
safety fears overUkraine and Iraq.Brit-
ishAirways stopped flying over eastern
Ukraine in March but continues to fly
over Iraq, unlike Lufthansa, Air France,
Virgin Atlantic, Qantas and Emirates.
Russian tourists are also suffering

from the fall-out over Ukraine. Four
Russian tour operators have collapsed,
leaving tens of thousands of tourists
without return tickets and often
without accommodation.

Mr Putin has ordered his government
to prepare retaliatory measures

Ben Hoyle Moscow

BA suspends
routes to
help reduce
ebola threat
Oliver Moody

A
n RAF
Typhoon
was
scrambled
yesterday to

escort a Qatar Airways
flight to Manchester
airport after a
passenger was believed
to have made a hoax
bomb threat (David
Sanderson writes).
Police said that the

pilot had “received
information about a
possible device on
board having been
handed a note from a
passenger”.
Manchester airport

was closed and armed
police boarded the
Airbus A330 shortly
after it landed at 1pm.
They arrested the
passenger, a 47-year-
old man from
northwest England, on
suspicion of making a
bomb hoax.
Police said nothing

suspicious was found
during the search of
the aircraft, which had
269 passengers and 13
crew on board.
Passengers said they

had been unaware of
the threat until they
saw the Typhoon flying
alongside. Josh

Hartley, who tweeted
photos of the Typhoon
taken from his window
seat on the plane, said
that passengers were
shaken by the incident.
Aurang Zeb, another

passenger, said the
aircraft was taken to
an area well away from
the terminal building
when it landed. “Then
I saw all the police
with guns,” he said.
“Lots of police
everywhere. Kids were
crying, some people
looked very worried
because of rumours
there’s a bomb.”
Mr Zeb said two

armed police boarded
the plane and removed
the suspect. “They sat
him up and said, ‘Put
your hands up’. He did
not say anything.”
Manju Geo, who was

travelling from India
to visit relatives in
Stoke, said: “At least
two police came on
and took one man off
called Mr Roy. We
were told he was
writing some notes on
the flight and the air
hostess found that.”
Chief

superintendent John
O’Hare, of Greater

Manchester police,
said: “The incident
arose when the pilot
received information
about a possible device
on board the plane,

RAF scrambled to
escort Airbus after
midair bomb scare

having been handed a
note from a passenger.
“As a result a full

emergency activation
commenced that
involved the aircraft

ANDREW YATES / REUTERS; MATTHEW COSSAR / CATERS; DEMOTIX

being escorted in by
the RAF before
specialist officers
boarded and made an
arrest.
“A 47-year-old man

has been arrested on
suspicion of making a
bomb hoax and
remains in police
custody for
questioning.
“A full search of the

aircraft has now
finished and nothing
suspicious was found.”
Manchester airport

said that the incident
led to a series of
incoming flights being
diverted to other
airports and minor
delays to outgoing
flights.
One aircraft that did

manage to land on
time was that carrying
the Manchester
United squad back
from their pre-season
tournament in Florida.

The Typhoon escorts
the Qatar flight, far left,
as police surround the
airliner at Manchester
airport and two officers
arrest the suspect
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Clegg clamps down
on paid interpreters

Migrants seeking to secure a British
passport or driving licence will no
longer be provided with subsidised
translation services, in an attempt to
ensure that they learn English.
Nick Clegg has instructed the Pass-

port Office and the Driver and Vehicle
LicensingAgency (DVLA) towithdraw
the service because “a common lan-
guage is the glue that binds a society”.
In a speech yesterday, designed to

toughen the Liberal Democrats’ policy
on controlled immigration, the deputy
prime minister said that the ability to
communicate was “essential in allow-
ing communities to integrate and in
making sure every person living here
has a voice”.
He added: “I have also now told Her

Majesty’s Passport Office and the
DVLA that I want them to stop subsi-
dising translation services for people
applying for passports and driving
licences.
“Obtaining a passport and driver’s

licence is aprivilegeand ‘riteof passage’
in this country. I think it is only right
that someone gaining such rights
should be able to speak English to an
appropriate standard and I certainly
don’t thinkeveryoneelse shouldpay for
them to use an interpreter or other
translation service if they can’t.”
Mr Clegg said: “Far better we ask the

Passport Office and the DVLA to try

and help those individuals on to an
English language course instead.”
The Lib Dem leader also said that he

wanted to see moremoney raised from
wealthy migrants wanting to secure a
British visa.
At present, so-called high value

investors are helped on to a fast-track
visa application after they invest £1mil-
lion in a low-risk government bond or
top FTSE company. However, the
amount has been set at that level since
1994, andMrClegg said that hewanted
it doubled.
“At the moment they are asked to

invest £1 million,” he said. “That’s been
the situation for decades, but it should
now be changed to deliver better bene-
fits for the British economy.
“These are very wealthy individuals

who can afford much more. The
business department has looked at in-
creasing this to £2 million and there is
no reason tobelieve that thiswill put off
the kind of people applying for these
visas.
“What’s more, their investments

should be spent on the things the coun-
try needs,” Mr Clegg said. “I want us to
consult onexactlyhowtodo that, but in
my view this money should be invested
in a wider range of productive sectors,
with the highest priority given to clean,
green industry.
“That is smart immigration —

encouraging high-value investors to
investmoremoney in the real economy
for the sake of Britain.”

Michael Savage
Chief Political Correspondent

English-speaking thieves get £1,400 translator
Three Romanian criminals who were
provided with an interpreter costing
the taxpayer £60 an hour for a four-day
crown court trial understood English
better than their translator.
The trio were convicted in May of

plotting to steal from bank cash mach-
ines. When they returned to Glouces-
ter crown court for sentencing last

week they were told that their trans-
lator had been delayed, at which point
they revealed that theyhadunderstood
the case. Judge Jamie Tabor, QC, said:
“I’ve had a message from them to say
‘We don’t want an interpreter because
we speak better English than she does’.”
Flavius Novac, 23, of no fixed abode,

was jailed for 14months,CostelProcop-

kiuc, 23, fromMiddlesex, was jailed for
two years and ninemonths andGheor-
gheBechian, 35, fromBanbury,Oxford,
was jailed for three years. They had all
denied conspiracy to steal by using
cash-trapping devices on bank ATMs.
The agency that provided the trans-

lator was paid about £1,400 for its ser-
vices during the trial.

Comedy trio The musical artistes Voca People promote their take on more than 80 hit songs at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe

STEVEN SCOTT TAYLOR / ALAMY
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I’m stuck with him.” He demanded:
“I want you to contemplate for one
minute that you might be wrong”,
saying finally: “Everyone seems to
be wrong except you.”
The idea that Mr Salmond, a

skilled debater, would wipe the floor
with his opponent was never borne
out. His strongest point seemed to
be to accuse Mr Darling of
spreading negative rumours. Was it
true that his team had suggested that
in an independent Scotland people
would have to drive on the right-
hand side of the road, be subject to
invasion from outer space or have to
surrender the pandas in Edinburgh
zoo? “This,” exploded Mr Darling,
“is stupidity on sticks.”
Mr Salmond took on at times the

role of soothing diplomat, coming
out from behind his podium, in the
style once used by Bill Clinton, and
talking directly to the audience,
about how things would be less risky
in an independent Scotland. He even
referred the audience to page four of
his currency report to find out what
the alternatives to joining the pound
might be. It was the kind of thing Mr
Darling was meant to do.
Just once did the Salmond style

show itself, when he insisted on
asking Mr Darling six times whether
he did or did not agree with David
Cameron that an independent
Scotland would be a viable state.
“Yes, but what about the risk?” Mr
Darling said, mild for once.
Does this mean that he won? Not

necessarily. This was more a studio
debate than an appeal to the nation.
At least we learnt one thing: Mr
Darling may be the grey man of
British politics, but dull he is not.

T
his was not what we
expected. Billed as a
contest between a political
bruiser and the nation’s
bank manager, it turned

out to be a case of one angry man:
and that man, far from being Alex
Salmond, was Alistair Darling. The
politician once voted the most
boring man in Britain, was not just
angry, he was furious.
He was furious about the currency,

furious about the style of debate,
furious about the way his questions
were being dodged. Even his new
spectacles, with their fierce brown
rims, seemed to bristle with anger.
Clearly, he had been told that this

debate would not be won by the dry
recital of statistics about tax and
spend. He wanted a fight — and he
got one. For once, it was Mr
Salmond, whose approach usually
has the stealth of a steamroller, who
seemed to be on the back foot.
“Where is your plan B?”

demanded Mr Darling, his black
eyebrows twitching. “What happens
if you can’t join the currency?”
There is, of course, an answer of

sorts to that, and Mr Salmond gave
it. “It’s our pound as well,” he said.
The answer seemed to drive Mr
Darling into further paroxysms of
irritation. Pointing a finger, he
rasped: “I didn’t vote for him, but

Salmond booed and heckled as Darling
mounts a sterling defence of the Union
Lindsay Mcintosh
Scottish Political Editor

Alex Salmond suffered a humiliating
demolition of his currency plans for an
independent Scotland last night, when
he repeatedly failed to outline his
plan B if Westminster refused to agree
to a sterling union.
The first minister was booed and

heckled by a live TV audience when he
struggled to answer questions from
Alistair Darling, leader of the Better
Together campaign, on what he would
do if all the main UK parties stuck to
their position that theywouldnot share
the pound in a formal agreement.
Mr Darling, who was expected to

struggle against the charismatic Mr
Salmond during the first head-to-head
debate on Scottish independence, was
quickly on the front foot with a states-
man-like performance.
A snap poll by ICM, commissioned

by The Guardian and published imme-
diately after the debate, found that the
former chancellor was seen as the win-
ner by 56 per cent of viewers. In the poll
of525respondents, 44percent said that
Mr Salmond had won.
Last night’s debate on STV — tele-

vised inScotlandandonly available on-
line in the rest of theUK—was the first
head-to-head clash.
Both men gave opening statements

and then faced questions fromBernard
Ponsonby, a Scottish journalist, at the
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, in
Glasgow.They thenhad theopportuni-
ty to cross-examine one another before
taking questions from the audience.
Mr Darling used almost his entire

time to interrogate his opponent on the
currency. “Any eight-year-old can tell
you the flag of a country, the capital of
a country and its currency. I presume
the flag is the saltire, I assume our capi-
tal will still be Edinburgh, but you can’t
tell us what currency we will have.
What is an eight-year-old going to
make of that?” he demanded.
Mr Salmond, raising his voice to be

heard above shouts from the audience,
said: “Wewill keep thepoundbecause it
belongs to Scotlandmuch asmuch as it
belongs to England. It’s our pound as
well as your pound.”
The first minister went on to say he

was not in favour of an independent
Scotland joining the euro and did not
back the creation of a new currency
Mr Salmond began his cross-exami-

nation by asking the leader of Better
Together why his organisation was
called Project Fear.
He asked the former chancellorwhe-

ther he believed that Scots would have
to drive on the other side of the road
after independence or whether Scot-
land would be at greater risk of attacks
from outer space.
MrDarling saidhewas being “ridicu-

lous” — but Mr Salmond found his
stride when he questioned his oppo-
nent over whether he agreed with the
primeminister that Scotland could be a
successful independent country.
He said: “I think you really do agree

but you don’t want to say it.”
He also challengedMrDarling to ex-

plain why recent polls showed Labour
supporters were supporting a “yes”
vote, arguing that it was down to issues
such as austerity and Trident. Such
points gained Mr Salmond greater ap-
proval from the audience thanwhen he
spoke on the economy.
The first minister went into the clash

buoyed up by the results of an Ipsos
Mori poll, which showed that support
for separation was up by four percent-
age points to 40 per cent.

Alex Salmond and Alistair Darling in the debate chaired by Bernard Ponsonby. The first minister was given a rough ride when he struggled to answer questions

The real Mr Angry
seizes his moment
Magnus Linklater
Sketch

er

salmond
An independent
Scotland will not only
deliver a prosperous
economy but a more
just society. Let’s end
food banks and
Trident nuclear
weapons. Scottish
voters should get the
government they
voted for.
3/5
darling
We want the best of
both worlds. Scotland
has a strong economy
because of the UK, not
despite it. Alex
Salmond can’t answer
the key questions on
independence.
3/5

Key argument

salmond
No fewer than 12 of
the 28 EU member
states are the same size
or smaller than
Scotland and few, if
any, possess the
natural and human
resources with which
Scotland is blessed.
2/5
darling
For the past 22 years,
Scotland has spent
more than it has
collected in tax. This
figure is supported by
Scottish government
statistics, with the
exception of 2000-01
when there was a
£2.1 billion surplus.
3/5

Best statistic

salmond
“Voting ‘yes’ is a vote
for ambition over fear.
It tells the world that
Scotland is an equal
nation that carries
itself with confidence
and self-belief. This is
our moment — let’s
take it.”
4/5
darling
“There are times that
for the love of our
family and the love of
our country it’s
sometimes best to
say no. Not because
we can’t — but
simply because it
is not the best thing
to do.”
3/5

Top soundbite

The Times verdict
Salmond 14/30
Darling 20/30

salmond
“I feel like Jeremy
Paxman interviewing
Michael Howard.” He
was immediately shot
down by Alistair
Darling: “Well you’re
more like Michael
Howard.”
1/5
darling
Discussing being
governed by parties
that people don’t vote
for, Mr Darling
pointed at Alex
Salmond and said: “I
didn’t vote for him but
I’m stuck with him, I
just accept that’s what
happens in a
democracy.”
4/5

Funniest joke

salmond
The majority of Scots
voted for the SNP in
2011, he said. They
didn’t. The party won
the majority of seats,
not the majority of
votes.
1/5
darling
Asked about increased
powers Scotland would
have in the event of a
“no” vote, Mr Darling
said control of income
tax would be one, but
stumbled over whether
the whole of the tax
would be covered.
3/5

Worst blunder

salmond
Calmer, gesticulating
less than Mr Darling,
but came across as
flippant at times. Felt
like he was airing SNP
gripes against Better
Together rather than
answering questions.
3/5
darling
A bit stilted and
nervous at the start,
stumbling over some
words, before he found
his stride discussing
the economy. Prone to
excessive shouting, but
quick with comebacks.
4/5

Screen appeal
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Geek speak ‘makes computer science graduates unemployable’

Computer science graduates have the
poorest employment rates of university
leavers because they struggle to com-
municatewithoutusinggeekylanguage,
and learn little about cyber-security on
their courses, an expert claims.
Adrian Davis, managing director of

the International Information Systems
Security Certification Consortium, is
backed by industry figures, including
those from banking and the NHS, who
have attacked the poor quality of
computer science degrees.
Students who took these courses

were the least likely to be employed,
according to figures from the Higher
Education Statistics Agency (Hesa),
which compared the employment
prospects of graduates sixmonths after
they had left university last year.
Thirteen per cent of computer

science graduates were out of work,
compared with 8.7 per cent of creative
arts and design graduates, 8.6 per cent
of maths graduates and 7.4 per cent of
those who took degrees in languages.
DrDavis said thatgraduatesknewtoo

little about cyber-attacks on business
systems. “Industry is getting all these
graduates that companies don’t want,”
he said. “They leave university with a
great understanding of how computers
work but that doesn’t necessarilymatter
much in the real world.”
Too few had the softer skills that

allowed them to communicate, unlike
other more articulate graduates who
could put problems into a business con-
text, which made them appear more
credible to executives, Dr Davis said.
He said: “The industry needs gradu-

ates equipped with knowledge of the
threats, and the skills to overcome
them. More than half of the respon-
dents in our recent workforce study

said their organisations had too few
people with the necessary cyber skills.
“For information security roles, the

professional community is increasingly
reporting that UK computing gradu-
ates do not have an advantage over
graduates from other subject areas.
“Computing courses need to have

information security embedded within
the core curriculum and the profes-
sional community has a responsibility
to support academic development.”
Derrick Bates, senior information

security officer at North Cumbria Uni-
versity Hospitals NHS Trust, said: “I
see many computer science graduates
who have little knowledge of informa-
tion security.
“Manymayhaveonlydoneonemod-

ule on information security, yet it is vi-
tal to every IT specialism. What is the
point in universities turning out great
software developers and web designers
if they have no idea how to design them

securely? It’s like buildingahousewith-
out locks.
“Crucially, any computing graduates

who are poorly trained in data security
can become a risk to their own organi-
sation; underskilled IT staff in one de-
partment can be a gateway for hackers
to get into the rest of the organisation.”
Yiannis Pavlosoglou, a risk and

security specialist at UBS, the financial
services company, said: “There is a
large and ever-widening gap between
the increasing number of jobs and a
shortage of candidates coming out of
university with the right skills to fill
them. With an embedded, well-estab-
lished curriculum atmany top univers-
ity departments, opportunities for in-
dustry to support the development of
new students has been limited. This
needs to change.”
According to Hesa figures, only

0.6 per cent of computing science grad-
uates took jobs in cyber-security.

Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

Lack of skilled
workers puts
recovery at risk
Kaya Burgess

More than two thirds of British busi-
nesses fear that a shortage of skilled
workers will act as a brake on the
economic recovery,withhalf struggling
to fill vacancies, a study has shown.
The Prince’s Trust charity is calling

for employers to provide more voca-
tional training after finding that a lack
of skilled workers will affect half of
businesses over the next 12 months,
especially in the construction and IT
sectors.
A survey of 616 business leaders for

The Prince’s Trust and HSBC’s Skills
Crunch report found that more
than two thirds feared that a skills
shortage would ultimately be
responsible for stopping the UK’s
economic recovery.
Just over half said that they were

struggling to fill vacant roles anda third
said they were experiencing a lack of

trained applicants for entry level roles,
even at a time when 817,000 people
aged under 25 are out of work.
A separate study by the Institute of

Chartered Accountants and Grant
Thornton accountants found that the
construction, utilities and IT sectors
were hardest hit by skills shortages.
Areportby theChartered Instituteof

Building found that trained electri-
cians, plumbers andgas specialistswere
most needed, while there was also a
lack of people trained to manage con-
struction projects. In the IT sector,
there is a dearth of software engineers
and data specialists to work in the
finance and science sectors.
In continental Europe, particularly

in Germany, manufacturing compa-
nies have been hit by a lack of trained
engineers, while Germany and France
both need more trained IT workers.

Paul Brown, a director at The Prince’s
Trust, said that the skills shortage was
less pronounced in Germany than in
the UK. “In Germany, vocational skills
are treated with parity alongside
academic skills in the education
system.
“In the UK, companies are seeing a

lack of basic IT skills and literacy and
numeracy skills through to softer skills
like communication, customer service
and team-work,” he said. “The sectors
we spoke to included manufacturing,
logistics, construction, retail, and
health and social care.”
Rather than turn away untrained

applicants, employers should provide
them with on-the-job training, Mr
Brown added.
Martina Milburn, chief executive of

The Prince’s Trust, said: “It is deeply
concerning that employers are strug-
gling to fill vacancies when we have
hundreds of thousands of unemployed
young people desperate for work.
“The economic recovery is encour-

aging, but in order to sustain this
growth, [British business] needs to in-
vest in the next generation to avoid a
skills vacuum in the future, which
threatens to hamper economic
growth.”
Over the past 12 months, 71 per cent

of companies said that theyhad seenan
increased demand for their services,
but more than half of those said
that growth had left them with skills
gaps.
António Simões, chief executive of

HSBC UK, said: “It is essential that we
invest in young people now and equip
them with the skills that both they and
British businesses need to thrive.”
Rob Wall, head of education and

employment at the CBI, said: “The lack
of skills in key sectors risks acting as a
brake on our economic recovery.” He
added: “Moving forward, we need
structural reform to open up more
routes to higher skills.”
Almost three quarters of business

leaders said they believed that the re-
cruitment of more young people into
the workforce was necessary to avert a
skills crisis.A third said they feared that
a lack of skilled workers could cause
their business to fold.

Employment prospects

Percentage of students jobless six
months after graduating in 2013
Medicine & dentistry 0.2%
Education 3.2%
Veterinary science 5.2%
Law 6.4%
Architecture 7.2%
Languages 7.4%
History and philosophy 8.2%
Physical sciences 8.6%
Mathematical sciences 8.6%
Engineering & technology 8.7%
Social studies 8.7%
Creative arts & design 8.7%
Business & administration 8.9%
Mass communications 10.7%
Computer science 13%
Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency

Inquiry into union strike rules abandoned
Michael Savage
Chief Political Correspondent

A controversial review into the rules
governing industrial disputes has
effectively been abandoned after the
QCinchargeof it said that the issuehad
become too politicised.
BruceCarr,QC, anexpert in employ-

ment law, was asked to lead an inquiry
examining whether rules could be
changed to stop intimidatory tactics
being deployed in industrial disputes.
However, in a brief ruling published

on the inquiry’s website, Mr Carr said
that hewouldnot nowdrawupany rec-
ommendations, as a result of the “pro-
gressively politicised environment”.
Sources inWhitehall said the Tories’

decision to announce that they would
include tighter strike laws in their

manifesto was behind the decision. It
will come as an embarrassment for
David Cameron, who had set up the
review after allegations that “leverage”
tactics were used by the Unite union
against the owners of the Grange-
mouth oil refinery in Falkirk in a
dispute last year.
Vince Cable, the Liberal Democrat

business secretary, hadbeenconcerned
that the review should not turn into a
vehicle to bash the unions.
The Conservatives are to include a

major tightening of strike laws in their
manifesto. Under their plans, at least
half of eligible union members would
need to take part in a vote for a strike to
be legal. They also plan to introduce a
three-month time limit after the ballot
for any walkout to take place.
Dr Cable and Francis Maude, the

ToryCabinetOfficeminister, agreed to
allow Mr Carr to publish a hugely
reduced report, which “reflects on the
process of attempting to obtain
evidenceandwhich setsout the storyas
best we are able to tell it from the
limited evidence”.
Mr Carr said: “I have become

increasingly concerned about the
quantity and breadth of evidence that
the review has been able to obtain from
both employers and trade unions
relevant to its terms of reference. I am
also concerned about the ability of the
review to operate in a progressively
politicised environment in the run-up
to the general election.”
Frances O’Grady, the general

secretary of the TUC, saidMr Carr had
been “cynically used in a party political
stunt for the Conservative party”.
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It has not been an easy time for the first
Russian stand-up comic to put on a
show at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.
He has had to abandon ten years of

material because the humour is often
lost in translation, his audiences never
laugh consistently at the same jokes
from one night to the next, and every-
one wants to take him to task for his
country’s aggression towards Ukraine.
Igor Meerson, who bills himself as

the ninth funniest stand-up comic in
Moscow, is part of a new wave of
Russian comedians who have learnt to
be funny as individuals rather than as
part of a more traditional comedy
group.
Although Russian drama groups and

dancers are a regular feature of the
Fringe, the stand-up comedy scene
only began this year afterMeerson was
encouraged by Dylan Moran, the Irish
comic and Bafta award-winner for his
television series Black Books. Moran

performed alongside Meerson last
night at Comedy Sans Frontieres, a one-
off show featuring Eddie Izzard and
comedians from across Europe.
Meerson, whose Fringe routine is

entirely in English, said that he had to
start from scratch because his Russian
jokes were not funny in translation.
“This is a big problem for me,”he said.
“Comedy is a language thing. The

order of words is very important. You
use plays on words and quotes from
well-known pop songs or literature. All
of my Russian jokes are impossible to
translate.”
He said that Russian comics pre-

ferred storytelling to one-liners
because Russian did not lend itself to
punchy jokes. “All the phrases are
longer. But themainmessage is thatwe
have humour. It’s a human thing. The
language is different but the sense of
humour is the same everywhere.”
Meerson’s set includes a section

aboutRussia’s actions towardsUkraine.
Hesaid thateveryonehemetaskedhim

about the international situation. “I’m
not apolitical comedianat all. InRussia
I just talk about my life.
“But as I amhere, as the one andonly

Russian comedian, and we have such a
weird international situation, it’s
impossible to avoid talking about it
because the audience see me as a
Russian representative.”
He said that the Russians he hadmet

inLondontoldhimthat they frequently
experienced aggression. “It’s the most
scary thing, because politicians are
politicians and people are people.
Youngboyswent to our showwith their
parents, and they said that after these
strange things in Ukraine began it was
verydifficult for them.Britishkidswere
saying, ‘You’re invaders, we hate you’.”
He believes that more Russian

comics will travel to Britain as the
stand-up scene in Moscow and St
Petersburg matures and his generation
quit group comedy. There is a catch,
however. “It is harder, because if it goes
wrong then it’s no one else’s fault.”

Sherlock Holmes
and a curious case
of the heirs who
exploited him

More than a century after Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle brought Sherlock
Holmes back from the dead because he
needed the money, the author’s heirs
have been accused of exploiting the
fictional detective for financial gain.
An American judge has rebuked the

Conan Doyle estate for “extortion” by
chargingpublishersandauthorsa fee to
use Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson,
when copyright onmost of theworks in
the US has expired.
Weeks after it ruled that an Amer-

ican author could use characters from
all but the last ten SherlockHolmes
stories, a USappeals court has criti-
cised the estate for a “disreputable busi-
ness practice”, ordered it to pay costs of

more than $30,000 (£17,777) and
praised theauthor forbringing thecase.
Conan Doyle published 56 Sherlock

Holmes stories between 1887 and 1927
and their popularity has endured,
spawning numerous remakes and imi-
tations, including the hit BBC One
show starring Benedict Cumberbatch.
Leslie Klinger, an American author

whose forthcoming homage is inspired
by characters from the works, argued
that he did not need permission from
the estate because only a fraction of the
original works were still protected.
American copyright law protects

works for 95 years after the date of orig-
inal publication, meaning that only the
last ten, published between 1923 and
1927, are protected. Any stories or char-
acters that appeared in works before
then were therefore free for authors to
use, Mr Klinger argued.
The Conan Doyle estate argued that

the character of Holmes was still under
copyright protection because the de-
tective was not fully formed until the
last of the stories was published.
In June the US court of appeals for

the seventh circuit rejected the estate’s
argument and said thatMrKlingerwas
free touse thecharacters.Now, ina sup-
plementary ruling, the court has
awarded him $30,679 in legal costs and
urged the estate to stop trying to charge
publishers licences for works that were
no longer in copyright.
“It’s time the estate changed its busi-

ness model,” Judge Richard Posner
said. He added that Conan Doyle’s
estate had successfully issued Random
House, the publisher of an earlier book
by Mr Klinger, with a demand for a
$5,000 copyright licence.
When Mr Klinger arranged for a se-

quel, to be published by Pegasus Books
this year, the estate sent another re-
quest for $5,000 for a licence, and
threatened: “If you proceed . . . to bring
out [the sequel] unlicensed, do not
expect to see it offered for sale byAma-
zon, Barnes &Noble and similar retail-
ers,” the estate wrote. “We work with
those companies routinely to weed out
unlicensed uses of Sherlock Holmes
from their offerings, and we will not
hesitate to do so with your book.”
MrKlinger sued the estate, seeking a

court declaration that he would not be
violating copyright.
Judge Posner said: “The Doyle es-

tate’s business strategy is plain: chargea
modest licence fee forwhich there is no
legal basis, in the hope that the ‘ration-
al’ writer or publisher will pay it rather
than incuragreater cost in challenging
the legality of the demand.”

The judge said thatMr Klinger was
“combating a disreputable practice
— a form of extortion. He has per-
formed a public service.”

Lawyers for the estate said that
the judge was “out of touch” and
they would consider an appeal.
Under British law, works are

protected for 70 years after the
author’s death, so SherlockHolmes

works are long out of copyright.

Hollywood is undermining its heritage
by shooting films digitally, Martin
Scorsese has said.
The Oscar-winning director of

Goodfellas said that old-fashioned film
stock was “still the best and only time-
proven way to preserve movies” and
argued that it was essential for young
film-makers learning their craft.
He is one of several leading film-

makers campaigning for the traditional
method of production to be retained.
Kodak, the last company that manu-

factures film, planned to abandon pro-
duction because sales had plummeted
in recent years. However, it reversed
that decision after appeals by leading
industry figures such as Quentin Tar-
antino and JJ Abrams.
They argue that film has a quality

and feel that digital cameras are unable
to match and have lobbied the Holly-
wood studios to continue buying film
stock to preserve it. Abrams is shooting
the latest instalment of the Star Wars
franchise in the UK entirely on film.
Scorsese said that Kodak’s decision

to continue producing filmwas “a posi-

tive step towards preserving film, the
art form we love”.
He admitted that there were many

advantages for film-makers in going
digital, including the lighter cameras
and much reduced cost.
However, he added: “Film is also an

art form, and young people who are
driven tomake films shouldhaveaccess
to the tools andmaterials that were the
building blocks of that art form.
“Would anyone dream of telling

youngartists to throwaway their paints
and canvases because iPads are so
much easier to carry? Of course not.”

David Brent, the excruciatingly inept
officemanager at the centre of the tele-
vision series The Office, is to become
the hero of a feature film.
Ricky Gervais, who first portrayed

the character in 2001, will star in Life on
the Road, which charts Brent’s life after
he was made redundant from
Wernham Hogg, the fictitious paper
company where he was the regional
manager.
BBC Films said in a statement that

the film, which goes in to production

next year, would have a similar mock-
documentary style to the television
series, which ended in 2003.
“We findoutwhatBrent is doingnow

andwhat’s happened in the last 15 years
since his redundancy from his beloved
Wernham Hogg,” it said. “He’s a sales
rep now, selling cleaning products up
and down the country, but has never
really given up on his dream of being a
rock star.”
Gervais revived the character last

year for Comic Relief, made a series of
spoof guitar tutorials, and went on tour
with his band, Foregone Conclusion.

AUS judge rebuked
Conan Doyle’s estate
and said his characters
canbe used by others,
reports Alex Spence

Jack Malvern Arts Correspondent

Moscow’s ninth-best comic battles for laughs on the Fringe
As the oligarch said to the oligarch . . .

“Bungee jumping is so
stupid. It’s like a suicide
sampler. Like loading a
gun with a bullet on
a chain. You know,
for people who
really want to kill
themselves at
night, but have
an important
meeting at
10am.”
(Igor Meerson)

“Look at my new
tie,” says one
oligarch to another. “I
paid $300 for it.”
“Big deal,” says the
other. “I bought
the same tie
yesterday for

$500.” (Bruce Adams,
Tiny Revolutions in
Russia)

Doctor: “This medicine
is for insomnia, this one
is for nervous break-
down, and also take

this one for
depression.”

Patient: “Thank you
. . . but do you have
any other medicine
besides vodka?”
(Toperjokes blog)

An oligarch’s
son: “Daddy,

all my school friends are
riding the bus, and I
look like a black sheep
in this 600 Merc.” “No
problem, son,” the
father replies. “I’ll buy
you a bus, and you’ll
ride like everyone else.”
(Wikipedia)

“Rabinovich, I take off
my hat to you! You and
Sarah have been
married for 30 years,
but you always hold
hands when I see you
walking around the
town.” “Well,” replies
Rabinovich, “if I lose my
hold, she will surely buy
something.”
(Toperjokes blog)

Pa

Arthur Conan Doyle
wrote the Sherlock
Holmes character,
who was played
by Benedict
Cumberbatch, right,
for the BBC. Leslie
Klinger was told to
pay $5,000 to use
Holmes in his books

Alex Spence Media Editor

Scorsese in call to preserve celluloid heritage
Jack Malvern

David Brent, film star, looms

Igor Meerson
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Youth detention centre
is ‘like Lord of the Flies’
Inmates of a young offender
institution are charging cellmates
“rent” and threatening to attack
them if they fail to pay up,
according to a report published
today (Richard Ford writes).
Some of the teenagers

subjected to bullying and violence
at Glen Parva, in Leicestershire,
are misbehaving so that they can
be put in the segregation unit to
escape, the chief inspector of
prisons said.
Frances Crook, director of the

Howard League for Penal Reform,
said: “This prison is dangerous for
teenagers and this sounds more
like an extract from William
Golding’s Lord of the Flies than a
report on an institution that is
meant to help young people turn
their lives around.”

Brainwave reader
People with neurodegenerative
diseases could soon be able to
carry out basic home tasks using
only electrical signals from their
brains (James Dean writes). The
Emotiv Insight Brainware device,
which is worn on the head, scans
brainwaves and transmits
messages to a computer, which
then performs functions such as
changing the television channel.
The software is being developed
by Philips and Accenture.

Tax warning no joke
The television comedian Jasper
Carrott once considered trying
to protect his fortune from the
taxman but ditched the idea
after his accountant told him to
“get lost”, he said. Carrott, 69,
who has a multimillion-pound
fortune from his showbusiness
career, recalled how his
accountant said: “One, if you live
in this country you pay tax. And
two, if you don’t want to pay tax
you can get lost.”

Men’s DIY tall tales
Truth is the first casualty when it
comes to men’s efforts with
screwdriver, chisel and power
drill, a study found. Nearly one in
five admitted falsely blaming their
DIY disasters on someone or
something else, while 17 per cent
said they had claimed the glory
for a job they paid a professional
to carry out. Male pride made
DIY the most common cause of
telling lies, the survey of 2,000
men for Ronseal revealed.

Judge apologises to murder victim family
for saying impact statements don’t matter
Richard Ford Home Correspondent

A judge apologised to amurder victim’s
family yesterday after he said that im-
pact statements made no difference to
the decision onwhether tomove killers
to open prisons or give them parole.
Judge Graham White’s comments

were overheard byPeter andGeraldine
McGinty, whose son Colin was stabbed
to death 13 years agoonMerseyside.He
did not realise that his video link was
still onwhenhe commentedonhow lit-

tle influence their victim personal
statement would have on whether or
not to move one of their son’s killers to
an open prison in preparation for even-
tual release.
The victim’s parents had submitted a

statement in which they outlined the
impacthisdeathhadupon them, saying
they were “serving a life sentence of
heartache and grief and pain”.
Mrs McGinty said: “The judge

turned round and said to someone else
in the room: ‘I feel so very sorry for

these families. They make these state-
ments thinking they are going to make
a difference, but they make no differ-
ence at all. Someone should tell them.’
“Theheartache thatwego throughto

do these statements, to be told they
don’t make any difference.”
Judge White told the BBC that his

comments were made in a private con-
versation but he said he was sorry for
the effect they had had on the family.
While victim statements had an im-
pact, they did not affect the parole

board’s assessment of the prisoner’s
risk, he added.
He added: “We don’t think that vic-

tims necessarily have explained to
them what the role of the board is and
what we have to take into account.”
The judge was one of a two-member

parole panel which was considering
whether Michael Brown, one of the
men convicted of the murder of Colin
McGinty, should move to an open
prison. The panel has yet to reach its
decision.
Brown, now 34, was convicted with a

close friend, Gary Hampton, at Liver-
poolCrownCourt in 2001ofmurdering
MrMcGinty, who was stabbed 15 times
as he and two friends walked home
from a nightclub. Brown andHampton
were told that they must serve a mini-
mum of 16 years in jail before being eli-
gible for release on parole.
Sir David Calvert-Smith, chairman

of theParoleBoard, said that an investi-
gation into the the judge’s comment
wasunderway. It is expected tobe com-
pleted in about two weeks.
He said victims should be told what

their statements might or might not
achieve, and that the board was trying
to spread this information.
Guidance issued by the Ministry of

Justice last year said thatvictimperson-
al statements gave victims “the oppor-
tunity to explain how the crime affect-
ed them and their family, and what the
impact of release will be”.
BaronessNewlove, the victims’ com-

missioner, said: “It truly saddens me to
hear of another family not treated with
basic humanity and respect. Victims
pour their hearts into these statements
to make sure they do their loved ones
the best possible justice — they should
never be dismissed like this.”
Helen Rumbelow, page 19

Lawyers risk
£500,000 fine
for data loss
Richard Ford

Lawyers were warned about the need
to keep personal data secure by the
information watchdog yesterday after
15 breaches in the past three months.
Christopher Graham, the informa-

tion commissioner, said that material
handled by barristers and solicitorswas
often so sensitive that it couldmeet the
threshold at which a financial penalty
of up to £500,000 could be imposed on
individual lawyers.
He said: “The number of breaches

reported by barristers and solicitors
may not seem that high, but given the
sensitive information they handle, and
the fact that it is often held in
paper files rather than secured by any
sort of encryption, that number is
troubling.”
He added: “It is important that we

sound the alarm at an early stage to
make sure this problem is addressed
before a barrister or solicitor is left
counting the financial and reputational
damage of a serious data breach.”
A statement from the Information

Commissioner’s Office highlighted the
risks facing solicitors and barristers
whenhandlingpersonal information. It
said that lawyers often carried around
large quantities of information in fold-
ers or fileswhen taking them to or from
court and might store them at home,
which increased the risk of a breach of
data protection rules.

Dead cyclist’s road plea

A British Council manager killed
in a cycling accident in London
had campaigned for better safety
on the capital’s roads. Chris
Tandy, 28, of Hackney, east
London, had called on Boris
Johnson, the mayor, to take
action after a spate of deaths.
Colleagues and friends yesterday
hailed the University of Leeds
graduate as a hugely talented
man whose death on Saturday
“would be felt around the world”.
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Millions of
homes heed
call to turn
the lights off

Phone-hacking claims could leave Mirror with £12m legal bill
The owner of the Daily Mirror faces a
legal bill of up to £12 million if it loses a
case brought by celebrities including
Christopher Eccleston, the former
Doctor Who star, who say that their
phones were hacked.
Lawyers for Mirror Group News-

papers told theHighCourt that the cost
of a civil casedue tobe tried inFebruary
could end up being three times the
amount that its parent company set
aside in its latest financial accounts.
Mirror Group, which also publishes

the SundayMirror and Sunday People, is
facing 17 separate actionsby individuals
who allege that their voicemails were
illegally accessed by journalists. Law-
yers have said that another ten cases
are in thepipelineand20morecouldbe
filed by the end of the summer.
Last week Trinity Mirror, the parent

company, said it had set aside £4 mil-
lion fordealingwith thephone-hacking
scandal, although it acknowledged that
itsultimate legal liabilitywasuncertain.
The first batch of eight claims, in-

cluding those of Mr Eccleston, Sven-
Göran Eriksson, the former England

football manager, Alan Yentob, one of
the BBC’s top executives, and Shobna
Gulati, a Coronation Street actress, will
be heard in the new year. At a prelimi-
nary hearing on Monday, lawyers for
Mirror Group said that its legal bill
could spiral because of “disproportion-
ate” costs amassed by the claimants.
BenjaminWilliams, acting forMirror

Group, said that the company was
likely to spend just over £1 million de-
fending the action. However, it is con-
cerned that the other side is racking up
unreasonable costs.
Among the claimants’ lawyers is

David Sherborne, who represented
hacking victims at the Leveson inquiry,
andwho is said tobe in line for£234,500
from a 12-day trial.
Most of the claims involve allega-

tions against Dan Evans, a former Sun-
day Mirror and News of the World re-
porterwhohas admitted gaining access
to the voicemails of at least 200 celebri-
ties, politicians and sports stars. Last
month he was sentenced to 10 months
in prison, suspended for 12 months.
The claims against theMirror owner

are the first for alleged phone hacking
against a newspaper group other than

News International. City analysts said
that investors were not alarmed about
Trinity Mirror’s costs for the civil
claims, despite the warning that they
could treble, because it will be seen as a
one-off expense that would not dam-
age its financial position.
However, that would change if there

weredramaticnewallegationsabout its
journalists’ conduct or the prospect of
criminal action.
Trinity Mirror is co-operating with

police inquiries into allegations that
journalists hacked phones and paid
public officials for information.

Alex Spence Media Editor

The fallen heroes of the First World
War were remembered not only in
cathedrals and cemeteries but also in
three to four million private homes,
where tribute was paid by switching off
the lights on Monday night.
Householders responded to Lights

Out, a campaign organised by the
Royal British Legion, which had re-
quested that homes and businesses
switch off lights for an hour and leave a
single candle burning in a window.
National Grid said demand at 10pm

fell by 500 megawatts, about 1.5 per
cent.
The campaign was inspired by a

remark on the eve ofwar by Sir Edward
Grey, Britain’s foreign secretary at the
time, who said: “The lamps are going
out all over Europe; we shall not see
them lit again in our lifetime.”
Lights were switched off on Tower

Bridge, in the Houses of Parliament, at
a service at Westminster Abbey and at
the LateNight Prom at the AlbertHall,
where the audience were given electric

candles. Hundreds of other landmarks
took part in the “lights out” commemo-
ration, including Blackpool Tower, the
London Eye, the Millennium Bridge in
Gateshead and the Eden Project in
Cornwall.
At Piccadilly Circus, the giant

screens dispensed with the usual
advertisements and instead showed
pictures of poppies and black andwhite
photographs of scenes from the war. A
single lantern was lit on the steps of
10 Downing Street.
From central London, Spectra, an art

installation designed by Ryoji Ikeda of
Japan, took the form of a tower of light
made from 49 powerful spotlights.
Boris Johnson, the mayor of London,
said: “The light that Spectra throws up
into the night sky is a unifying point. It
echoes how the First World War
affected all Londoners, but also how
they and the rest of the country came
together, standing united during those
dark days.”

Ben Webster Environment Editor
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t has been a long
journey from the
words of John McCrae
written at Ypres in

1915 to the astonishing
sight that greeted the
Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge and Prince
Harry at the Tower of
London yesterday.
Thousands of ceramic
poppies there form a
blood-red sea that
stretches along the moat
and grows ever larger by
the day.
From poppy appeals to

this, a spectacular
artwork that already
consists of about 120,000
hand-made poppies
placed in the ground:
little wonder the royals
could scarcely hide their
amazement.
“Spectacular,” said the

duke, before joining its
creator, Paul Cummins,
to climb the Middle
Tower to view it from on

high. “Amazing,” said the
duchess.
By the time Armistice

Day arrives there will be
888,246 poppies, one for
each British and colonial
death. The poppy first
became a symbol of
remembrance of the
dead when Lieutenant-
Colonel McCrae, a
physician in the
Canadian forces, used
it as the theme in his
poem In Flanders
Fields. It came to

represent the sacrifice of
a generation, and was
adopted by the Royal
British Legion as the
symbol for its annual
appeal after it was formed
in 1921.
Mr Cummins got the

idea for his artwork from
a “living will” he found in
Derbyshire two years ago,
which had used the
phrase “The blood-swept
lands and seas of red”
that gave his installation
its name.
Each poppy can be

bought for £25 from
poppies.hrp.org.uk/buy-a-
poppy with a portion of
the money being shared
between six service
charities.
Michael Burleigh, page 17

Sea of poppies at
the Tower leaves
royal trio stunned

KEITH WELLS / DEMOTIX / CAT STEVENTON



Balls avoids driving ban
for not reporting bump
Ed Balls avoided a driving ban
yesterday after he admitted failing
to report an accident (David Brown
writes). The shadow chancellor was
fined £900 and given five points
after hitting a parked car.
He wrote to Leeds magistrates’

court saying that he did not contest
two charges of failing to stop after
an accident and failing to report it.
He drove off in his Ford Mondeo
estate after hitting a Peugeot 308
while leaving the Labour Unity
Club in Morley, West Yorkshire, in
April. He did not contact the owner
of the other car or leave his details.
Balls already had three points on

his licence for driving through a red
light in central London last year. He
was also caught speeding in West
Yorkshire, for which he paid a fine
and attended a speed awareness
course. In 2010 he was fined £60
after being caught talking on his
mobile telephone while driving.
Yesterday Balls was also ordered

to pay a £90 victim surcharge and
£85 prosecution costs. Failing to
stop after an accident can, in the
most serious cases, attract a jail
sentence of up to six months.

Businessman killed by avalanche in the Alps
A British businessman has been
killed by an avalanche while he
was climbing in the Italian Alps
(David Brown writes). Shay
Casey, 40, a chartered surveyor,
was climbing with friends in
Aosta, northern Italy, last
Thursday when
witnesses described
seeing “an entire
mountain” giving
way, the force of
which hurled him

50m down the slope and killed
him. Mr Casey, from Putney,
southwest London, was a
former director of The
Mailbox, a shopping centre in
Birmingham. He was originally
from Co Cork.

Two Irish climbers died
last week when their
ropes became
detached while they
were on Mont
Blanc.
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All at sea
The skipper of
a replica of a
15th-century
sailing ship has
been ordered to
pay £25,000 for
failing to return
her “ship-shape
and Bristol
fashion”. The
Matthew, a
replica of John
Cabot’s sailing
ship, was found
to be leaking
fuel and in need
of refurbishment
when she was
handed over by
Rob Salvidge
after being
bought by the
Matthew of
Bristol Trust. Mr
Salvidge said he
would appeal

Bill cut would convert people to garden cities
Cheaper energy bills could be used
to bribe most people to support the
construction of a garden city in
their area, according to research
(Jill Sherman writes).
A poll commissioned by Policy

Exchange, a think-tank close to
Downing Street, suggests that most
people who are strongly opposed to
developments in their area favoured
cuts in electricity bills over council
tax discounts as an incentive. When
asked which of a range of incentives
would make people support a local

garden city, more than 70 per cent
said cheaper or free electricity bills.
The coalition plans to build up to
three garden city developments,
with about 15,000 homes each.
Nick Clegg has previously said

that homeowners could be
compensated if the value of their
property fell when garden cities
were built. The deputy prime
minister also said he was
considering incentives such as
council tax discounts or house price
guarantees for homeowners.

Dismay for travellers in
hunt of Wedgwood pots
About 40 French travellers set up
camp at a former Wedgwood
pottery factory hoping to snap up
Royal Albert tableware for their
caravans. They arrived at the Emma
Bridgewater factory in Stoke-on-
Trent, Staffordshire, on Sunday,
filling up a large part of the car
park, but were disappointed to find
that the manufacture of Royal
Albert had been moved overseas.
Matthew Rice, the chief executive,
said: “They have great taste.”

Narcissists: so great that
they don’t try to hide it
The best way to find out how vain
someone is is simply to ask them,
according to scientists. The study of
2,200 people found that those who
agreed that they were a narcissist
showed tell-tale signs including
vanity, exhibitionism, superiority,
exploitativeness and entitlement.
Professor Brad Bushman at Ohio
University in the United States
said: “People who are narcissists are
almost proud of the fact.”
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One in six chickens sold is riddled with lethal food bug
Ben Webster, David Brown

One insix “fresh”chickens sold in shops
is contaminated at the highest level
with a bacteria that kills 100 people a
year, tests by the Food Standards
Agency have shown.
Well over half the chickens— 59 per

cent— tested positive for campylobac-
ter, the most common cause of food
poisoning which affects 280,000
people ayear.Most cases are thought to
be caused by contaminated chicken.
The FSA examined 853 chickens and

found 16 per cent had contamination
levels above 1,000 bacteria per gram.

Campylobacter was found on the out-
side of packaging in 4 per cent of cases,
according to results of the first three
months of a year-long testing pro-
gramme prompted by the high rate of
infections.
The FSA tested chickens bought

from supermarkets and other shops,
but declined to reveal which retailers
had the highest contamination rates.
It said it haddecided todelaypublish-

ing this information following “con-
cerns” expressed by the industry,which
claimedthat thedatacouldbemisinter-
preted.However, theagencyconfirmed
that the names of the shops would be

publishednextyearat theendof the full
12 months of tests, and said it was con-
sidering whether it could identify them
before then, possibly by Christmas.
Catherine Brown, the FSA’s chief

executive, said: “As soon as we have
enough data to robustly compare cam-
pylobacter levels in different retailers
wewill share the datawith consumers.”
On the safety of current packaging,

she said: “The low levels of contamina-
tion found on packaging, shown in the
results released today, potentially indi-
cate the effectiveness of the leak-proof
packaging for poultry introduced by
most retailers, which helps to reduce

risks of cross-contamination in con-
sumers’ kitchens.”
She added: “There is still a lotmore to

be done by all elements of the supply
chain to ensure that consumers can be
confident in the food they buy.
“The chicken supply chain is looking

at how interventions such as improved
biosecurity on farms, rapid surface
chilling and anti-microbial washes can
help reduce campylobacter.”
Illness resulting from campylobacter

costs the economy an estimated £900
million a year. The NHS says that food
poisoning from campylobacter causes
severe stomach cramps followed by

diarrhoea forup to twoweeks,while the
infection remains for about a month.
The FSA advises shoppers to cover

and chill raw chicken, not to wash the
bird to avoid spreading the bacteria, to
wash utensils and to cook the chicken
until it is steaming hot all the way
through to ensure the bacteria is killed.
Leading supermarkets opened inves-

tigations into two of Britain’s biggest
poultry processors after claims by a
newspaper that their practices risked
spreading campylobacter. The compa-
nies denied the allegations and theFSA
said the results of emergency audits
were “good” or “generally satisfactory”.

FRANCISCO LEONG /AFP/GETTY IMAGES, ARMANDO FRANCA/AP, MATT CARDY/PA

For Dave and Sam,
any bream will do

I
n cod we trust.
If it’s summer, it
must be the
traditional photo

opportunity of the
Camerons in a fish
market (PatrickKidd
writes). The coalition
may be floundering,
but the prime minister
knows his plaice.
There is nothing, it

seems, that David
Cameron likes more
when forced to pose for
the official holiday
snap than pointing at
cold, lifeless forms on a
slab. It probably
reminds him of cabinet
meetings.
Yesterday the

Camerons went to a
market in Cascais,
Portugal. Last year,
wearing almost the
same clothes, they went
to one farther south, in
Aljezur. Any bream will
do for Dave and Sam.
In 2012 the prime

minister was snapped
buying fish from a
supermarket in
Plymouth and in 2011

Burger ad is
banned over
lack of salad
Alex Spence Media Editor

Move over granny: young bakers are cool
Lucy Holden

The rise of glamorous young celebrity
chefs such as Rachel Khoo and
Lorraine Pascale has persuaded so
many twentysomethings into the
kitchen that they are now bakingmore
than anyone else.
Those aged between 25 to 34 bake at

home themost, with 40 per cent of this
age group baking from scratch once
a week, a Mintel survey revealed
yesterday.
Baking has joined knitting, garden-

ing and the Women’s Institute as an
“ironic” trend for a hip new crowd. By
comparison, only a third of people aged
over 65 say they have baked from
scratch in the past year.
Khoo,whobecameaswell known for

her red lipstick as her croque monsieur
when she ran theLittle ParisKitchen, is
just one celebrity baker responsible for
its cool new status.
Others include Pascale, the former

model,GizziErskineandRubyTandoh,
another former model who appeared
first on The Great British Bake Off.
While only one in five adults said

that watching cookery shows inspired
them to cook, 25 per cent of those aged

between25 to 34 said it had.Oneyoung
baker, Izy Hossak, 18, has a blog called
Top With Cinnamon that attracts
300,000 visitors a month and she is on
the verge of signing a book deal.
She said: “More young people are

becoming interested in good food.
When I started out there were very
few food bloggers. Now there are
loads.”
Emma Clifford, a senior food

analyst at Mintel, said: “Con-
sumers’ tendency to spendmore
time in the home to savemoney
during and after the recession
provided an ideal climate for
home baking to thrive in.Now-
adays there are a vast num-
ber of sources for bakers to
get inspiration from, with
The Great British Bake
Off proving to be a run-
away hit.”
While themost popular

things to bake are classic
Victoria sponges, cup-
cakes and pancakes, the

survey found that awareness that sugar
is very bad for your healthwas having a
negative effect on home baking.
Consumers are turning away from

the calorific side of baking and taming
their sweet tooth, with more than a
third of Britons who have baked at
home in the past year saying they limit

how often they bake for health
reasons.

Ms Clifford said: “While con-
cerns about health are nothing
new, the escalating debate
surrounding the dangers of
sugar is likely to have been

particularly damaging to
the home baking
market.

“Baking brands
can do more to
ensure they appeal
to health-con-
scious consumers,
emphasising that
there are many
ways to experi-
ment with healthi-

er baking.”
Paul Hollywood,
Times2,
pages 4-5

A TVadvertisement for a supermarket
hamburger has been banned because it
promotedunhealthy eating in children.
The Advertising Standards Author-

ity upheld complaints against Morri-
sons and told the chain to ensure
“future ads did not condone or encour-
age poor nutritional habits or an un-
healthy lifestyle, especially in children”.
The ad, for a four-pack of Morrisons

beef patties costing £2.49, featured a
mother preparing a burger for her
daughter. The girl took the burger and
removed the lettuce, tomato andonion.
“Love quarter-pounders. Love them

cheaper,” said a voiceover.
The ASA said it received 11 com-

plaints from viewers saying the ad en-
couraged unhealthy eating in children.
The company argued the daughter

“did not look disdainfully at the salad
items or make a face that implied she
did not like themorwould not eat them

in the future”. However, the watchdog
said it had breached regulations.
The girl “grabbed all the salad in her

hand and dropped it on the side in a
careless manner, before placing her
hands around the bun, ready to eat and
smiling”, the ASAsaid.
Because the ad placed an emphasis

on the burger being preferable to the
salad, the ASA concluded that it “dis-
paraged good dietary practice”.
A spokesman for Morrisons said:

“Trying to convince children to eat
their fruit and vegetables is something
that most parents will identify with.
Our aim with the ad was to reflect this
inahumorousandengagingway.We’re
disappointed with the adjudication.”

Morrisons’ TV ad showed a girl taking
the healthy items out of a beef burger

2013

2011

Rachel Khoo became
as well known for red
lipstick as her cuisine

he went to the Fresh
from the Sea fish shop
inPort Isaac, Cornwall.
And so it goes on.
During the 2010

election campaign Mr
Cameron went fishing
for votes in a chippy
inCarlisle and at a
market inGrimsby,
while in 2008 he gave
Boris Johnson’s
mayoral campaign a
boost by taking him for
a battered lunch in
Billingsgate.
What were they

discussing yesterday?
Samantha: “Brill,
another fish market.”
David: “Yes, the
whiting’s on the wall.”
Samantha: “That one
looks gutted.”
David: “I’ll call him
Gove then.”
Samantha: “How about
grilled salmon?”
David: “I told you not
to bring up
theScotland debate.”
Samantha: “What
about the cheap skate?”
David: “George is
back inLondon.”

2014

Never ones to miss a photo
opportunity involving fish,
the Camerons have made
annual appearances in

Portugal, main and top,
and Cornwall, above, with
eerily similar poses and
outfits on each occasion
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Tories build bridges with northern voters
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6HS2 The controversial line will
connect Leeds, Manchester and
Birmingham with London by 2033.
The total budget for the route has
been set at £42.6 billion, including
£14.4 billion for contingency
spending

7 The government is investing
heavily in electrification of the
northern network and in the £500
million Northern Hub capacity
scheme affecting Manchester, Leeds,
Liverpool and Newcastle

4 Feasibility studies will be carried
out to tackle trans-Pennine
connectivity, the A1 North of
Newcastle and the A1 Newcastle
and Gateshead western bypass

1Mersey Gateway, a £589 million
six-lane suspension bridge is being
built over the River Mersey between
Runcorn and Widnes 9 The government is looking at

options to improve access links to
Leeds Bradford
Airport and
issues around
the A657

2 Some Manchester airport rail links
will be improved by northern rail
electrification and the Northern Hub
scheme. Metrolink tram service is
due to open a new line this year

options to improve access links to 
Leeds Bradford 
Airport and 
issues around
the A657

3 Road connections will be
improved by the new A6 Manchester
airport relief road, upgrading north
and west Manchester’s orbital
route and addressing
congestion on the M56

10HS3 The chancellor has given his
support to plans for a £7 billion
improved rail link between
Leeds and Manchester

5 A proposal
for a science
facility will be
drawn up and
presented to
the chancellor
in September

Osborne’s plans for
regional growth

P
e

n
i
n

n
e

s

1 2

3

4

5

6

7 8

9

10

8 Plans for a £15 billion “Crossrail of
the North” have been drawn up by
Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds,
Sheffield and Newcastle, supported
by George Osborne, below

Michael Savage, Francis Elliott

A £15 billion plan to create the
“Crossrail of the North” was endorsed
by George Osborne yesterday in the
Conservatives’ latest attempt to woo
voters in the region.
Speaking in Manchester yesterday,

the chancellor of the exchequer lent his
support to an investment scheme
drawn up by representatives from
Leeds, Liverpool,Manchester,Newcas-
tle and Sheffield, and said the north
could generate an extra £44 billion by
2030 if its economy caught up with the
rest of the UK.
There is a huge gulf in the public re-

sources provided to English regions.
London receives more than 20 times
the spending on infrastructure that the
north east gets, some estimates say.
Figures from the Institute for Public

Policy Research (IPPR) show that
spending on transport infrastructure in
the government’s national infrastruc-

ture plan is £5,312 per person in
London, but £420 per person in the
northwest and only £157 per person in
the north east.
It also found that 80 per cent of the

projects in the 20-year national infra-
structure plan in London were up and
running, compared with less than 60
per cent in the north.
Mr Osborne is leading a concerted

attempt by the Conservatives to boost
their standing in the north. Some evi-
dence suggests that theTories are start-
ing to repair theirdisastrouspoll ratings
in the region. A YouGov poll published
yesterday suggested that Labour had a
seven-point lead among northern
voters, a 23-point fall from last spring.
The chancellor appeared alongside

leaders of the major northern cities
yesterday to promise that projects
designed to boost the north would be
announced in the autumn statement.
A plan drawn up by Leeds, Liverpool,

Manchester, Newcastle and Sheffield
publishedyesterday included improved
rail links and reduced journey times,

bigger road capacity and better links to
Manchester airport. Mr Osborne
praised the proposals and said they
were affordable. “If we can bring these
northern cities together with these in-
dividual transport schemes that create
a collective northernpowerhouse, then
you might achieve something really
important in our country that has
eluded successive governments of dif-
ferent colours—a real improvement of
economic wealth in the north,” he said.
Sir Richard Leese, leader of

Manchester city council, said that the
north had been hit by “years of neglect
and under-investment”.
“East-west journeys take almost

twice as long as equivalent journeys in
the south and our rail links are too slow
and uncoordinated,” he said. “Our
motorways are congested, and there is
an over-reliance on the M62.”
Ed Cox, the director of IPPR North,

said: “I would say these plans are really
importantanddon’tcomeamomenttoo
soon because historically the north has
fared worse than the south. But in part
that’sbecausewehave lackedthekindof
leadership and the plan we have today.”
Local leaders have been using Mr

Osborne’s campaign to bank pledges
before the election and put pressure on
EdMiliband to followsuit inmakingbig
concessions to boost Britain’s regions.
Labour was criticised last year when its
support for theHS2 line betweenMan-
chester, Leeds, Birmingham and
London appeared to waver.
Meanwhile, Labour’s policy to de-

volve spending power to local councils
is in danger of unravelling only weeks
after Mr Miliband announced it.
The Labour leader announced pro-

posals to reward groups of councils that
worked together to boost regional
growth by allowing them to keep all the
extra business taxes raised as a result.
Mr Miliband said that the proposals,

which formed the centrepiece of
Labour’s plan, would help to mend
Britain’s “fractured economy” as he
announced a review led by Lord
Adonis, the former transport secretary.
However, the plan has angered

Labour MPs, who warn that it could
widen the divide between wealthy
councils in the south and those strug-
gling to attract business in the north.
ToappeaseMPs in thenortheast, the

region has been exempted from the
policy and told to come up with an
alternative plan.
Leading article, page 20

7 points
Labour’s percentage point lead
among northern voters, which is
down from 23 points a year ago
YouGov
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How God was enrolled in Europe’s holy war
Today’s pacifist Christianity is a far cry from the militancy of 1914. The Church must atone for its role in the slaughter

T
he God of peace invoked by
clergy marking the
centenary of the First
World War could scarcely
be more different from the

belligerent deity of 1914. Before we
look down too much on “primitive”
societies where religion lies at the
heart of conflict, it is worth
remembering how similar Europe
was once — and how Christian
extremism in our neighbourhood is
far from over.
God was more ubiquitous in

Europe a hundred years ago and He
had a warlike countenance. As
JC Squire wrote at the time:

“God heard the embattled nations sing
and shout,

‘Gott strafe England!’ and ‘God save the
King!’

God this, God that, and God the other
thing,

“Good God!” said God, “I’ve got my work
cut out!”

Nowadays, Christian churches are
saturated with moralising pacifism,
often selectively confining their
historical reflections to the heroic
sacrifices of military chaplains. This
summer the Union of Welsh
Independent Churches broke ranks
by publicly apologising for the role of
their ministers in actively soliciting
recruits for the Great War.
Were that stance to be generalised,

state churches such as the Anglicans
and Lutherans of Britain and

Germany, not to mention the
Russian Orthodox or American
Episcopalians, might have much
apologising to do too.
Belligerence was not exclusively

Christian, either. Imperial Germany’s
slogan “Gott strafe England” (may
God punish England)was coined by
Ernst Lissauer, the German-Jewish
poet who also wrote The Hate Song
against England. Lest we forget, in
1914 the last Ottoman Sultan
endorsed a fatwa declaring the fight
against Britain and France a jihad.
Many of the things that politicians

such as Tony Blair proclaim do not
reflect the “true” Islam were all too
apparent among Christians a century
ago. The Church of England could
reflect on Arthur Winnington-
Ingram, the Bishop of London, who
in a notorious sermon urged our
troops to “kill Germans — do kill
them; not for the sake of killing, but
to save the world, to kill the good as
well as bad, to kill the young as well
as the old, to kill those who have
shown kindness to our wounded, as

well as those friends . . . I look upon it
as a war for purity, I look upon
everyone who died in it as a martyr”.
Transformation of the war dead

into “martyrs” was one of several
points where our great-great
grandparents’ generation espoused
the pious fervour of present-day
Islamists, which we regard as
medieval.
Churches played a major part on

both sides in demonising the enemy,
no small feat given that the war was
primarily fought between Christian
powers. One solution was to declare

the enemy something akin to takfiri
in Islamic doctrine: deviants who had
abandoned the true faith. Allied
Christians claimed that Germany’s
Protestant and Catholic soldiers had
reverted to worshipping Odin, or at
least the wooden idols into which
patriotic Germans paid to hammer
gold, silver and iron nails.
German propagandists from the

land of Luther had a field day with
the imperial troops that Britain
deployed: “It is England that has let
loose the wild lust of conquest of
heathen Asiatics against the people
of the Reformation.” This was despite
the Kaiser’s Turkish allies wiping out
half the Armenian Christian
population.
No wonder so many Arab

Christians — often better educated
and more prosperous — made a
smart shift to Arab nationalism. The
roll-call would include Greek
Orthodox Michel Aflaq, the
co-founder of national socialist
Baathism, and such Palestinian
militants as George Habash of the
Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine. Saddam Hussein’s
Christian foreign minister used to
sing Onward Christian Solders in
Aramaic. We can see in Gaza and
Iraq today the grim reality they were
seeking to avoid.
The war also had some hidden

bonuses for European Christianity.
In countries where aggressive
secularism had propelled reactionary
Catholics into proto-Fascism, they
rediscovered a love of country that
saw 32,000 French monks and
priests fight for a republic that was
dextrous enough to swap Marianne
for Joan of Arc, while highlighting
the Boche shelling Reims cathedral.
Similar rapprochements occurred in
Germany and Italy. Patriotic Jews
rushed to the colours in Britain and
Germany, though in 1916 the

German war ministry began
counting them in response to
antisemitic insinuations of shirking.
At the end of the war, it failed to
highlight that 11,000 Jews had given
their lives for the Fatherland.
Such apocalyptic times also

witnessed an upsurge in occultism,
spiritualism and superstition. The
term “New Age” took off from 1915
onwards. Soldiers laden down with
lucky talismans “saw” ghost armies
coming to their rescue, as fictional
bowmen from Agincourt mutated
into “angels” in soldiers’ rumours.
One wartime bestseller was Raymond
by the physicist Oliver Lodge, in
which his eponymous son reported
via mediums from the afterlife,
having been killed at Hooge in 1915.
Attempts to reduce the spiritual

impact of the war to the heroism of
military chaplains called Tubby are a
travesty of the pervasive unreality,

on a par with the popular conceit
that Tommy and Fritz would have
preferred to play football in no man’s
land rather than bayonet each other.
While every school pupil is taught

how the unresolved business of war
one led to war two, we are not so
quick to recognise how the
brutalising effects of barbed wire,
machineguns and poisoned gas
crushed the spirituality of junior
officers who, as commanders, were
responsible for the even greater
slaughter of 1939-45. Angry war
veterans were a core constituency of
all European Fascist movements.
Along with the “innocents” cut off in
their prime, across our continent
many deeply brutalised men emerged
from the Great War whose spiritual
needs were met by all-too-human
redeemers called Duce or Führer.
No wonder the Germans are keen

to pass quickly over this year of
commemoration, and why claims of
Europe sleepwalking to war have
found such resonance there.
And as fervent Russian Orthodox

Christian tycoons such as Konstantin
Malofeev aid and abet separatists in
Ukraine, I suspect there won’t be
much concern about the Church
Militant in the Kremlin as that
soulful Machiavelli Vladimir Putin
lights his candles.

Michael Burleigh is a member of the

WW1 centenary advisory committee

and author of Sacred Causes: From the

Great War to al-Qaeda.

Daniel Finkelstein is away
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Gibraltar, Malta, Corsica, Sardinia, Sicily,
southern France, Spain, Portugal
Staying fine, dry and hot with plenty of sunshine.
Maximum 39C (102F), minimum 12C (54F).

Northern France, the Low Countries
Cloudy with rain or showers, with some turning
thundery in Belgium and the Netherlands.
Maximum 24C (75F), minimum 12C (54F).

Germany, Denmark, Poland, central Europe
Sunny spells and patchy clouds, with a risk of an
isolated shower, possibly turning thundery later.
Maximum 31C (38F), minimum 11C (52F).

Ukraine, western Russia, Baltic states,
Belarus, Moldova, Kaliningrad
Mostly fine with sunny spells, with a few heavy
showers around the Gulf of Danzig.
Maximum 36C (97F), minimum 7C (45F).

Norway, Sweden, Finland
Cloudy with rain or showers, heavy in western
Norway, thunder at times in Sweden, mostly
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Maximum 28C (82F), minimum 9C (48F).
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Mostly fine with hot sunshine, but with thundery
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Maximum 30C (86F), minimum 11C (52F).

British Isles
A band of heavy rain and thundery showers
moves east through the morning, followed by
sunny spells and a few showers in the afternoon.
Maximum 26C (79F), minimum 7C (45F).

Outlook
Heavy rain crosses France into Germany and
Denmark, staying dry in the south and east.
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Matthew Parris MyWeek

Both nations are taunting the West with impunity. We need a new defence strategy - and fast

Beware a nuclear alliance of Russia and China

S
ome unlovely ballistic
gamesmanship is under way
between Dr Strangelove and
General Breedlove. Russia has
been testing a new cruise

missile, the R-500, in a way that
would delight the bomb-loving
villain of Kubrick’s classic Cold War
movie. It’s dangerous, a breach of
international treaties and, worse,
nobody is paying attention apart
from Nato’s military chief General
Philip Breedlove who doesn’t know
what to do next. “It can’t go
unanswered,” he says, and he’s right.
The deal that is being torn up by

Moscow was clinched by Ronald
Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev in
1987, a ground-breaking bit of arms
control that helped to knock down
the Iron Curtain. A whole class of
weapons —so-called “intermediate”
nuclear missiles that couldn’t quite
reach superpower capitals but which
could have scorched every European
city —was abolished. More than
2,600 nuclear-armed missiles were
scrapped, including the multi-
warheaded Soviet SS20s, American
Pershings and American land-based
cruise missiles.
Now, say the Americans, Russia is

cheating on the treaty. Whether you
see Vladimir Putin as a poker player
or as a troubled paranoiac, the

western assumption has been that
one day he will move on and we will
be dealing with a different kind of
Russian leader. The active, secret
testing of banned missiles indicates
something else: that Mr Putin is
backed by a Russian military machine
flush with cash and that any future
Kremlin boss will have to reach an
accommodation with the generals.
If the point of western policy is to

discourage and deter Russian
expansionism by isolating the Putin
circle, then its cruise missile testing
suggests the need for an urgent re-
think. Economic sanctions are indeed
changing Mr Putin’s behaviour, but
not in the way we would like. The
Russian defence establishment has
started a programme of import
substitution — thanks to $720 billion
of domestic oil revenue earmarked
for modernisation until 2020 — and
military realignment.

Suddenly China, already on the
way to being a major gas customer,
seems to Russian generals to be a
potential ally. Both Russia and
China, after all, feel that they have
become the target of a US policy of
“strategic containment”. Both are
furious that the West is interfering in
what they see as their backyards —
Ukraine for Moscow, the South and
East China Seas for Beijing.
These missiles are not the inter-

continental giants designed to awe,
deter and stay in their silo like

polished ostrich eggs, admired but
never eaten. Cruise missiles are part
of a war-fighting strategy and part of
an active arsenal. They arose, in
Europe at least, out of the Cold War
balance of forces and it looks as if
they could be back again. The point:
to make Nato and General Breedlove
think again about beefing up the
defences of the eastern alliance
members. And to demonstrate that
Moscow no longer feels bound by the
rule-book, underlining the irrelevance
of President Obama’s pledge of
protection to his allies.
Something similar is going on in

China where Beijing has developed
the Dong Feng-21 (it means East
Wind) land-based ballistic missile.
China is not bound by the 1987 treaty
and the purpose of the missile is less
ambiguous than the Russian weapon:
it is supposed to be a ship-killer.

Chinese forces were spotted in the
Gobi desert last year firing at a
silhouette of a US carrier. The
political ambition is to keep US
warships and fighters well away from
the Chinese shoreline, shove them
out of the neighbourhood, the South
and East China seas.
Like Mr Putin’s generals, China has

taken stock of President Obama and
decided he will back down rather
than use force. Since deterrence is
not working for him, and since
security guarantees have been
devalued, the only sensible military
response is to develop a backyard
policy. That is: help the Kiev
government to build up a credible,
well-armed, well-trained army that
can close its border with Russia. And
help the Japanese, who are almost as
alarmed by the supine western
response to the invasion of Crimea
as they are by Chinese sabre-rattling
over disputed islands.
Yet the biggest adjustment has to

be psychological. For more than a
decade the virtues of globalisation
have blurred the realties of hard
power and territorial struggle. Yes, it
is remarkable that a Mandarinised
rip-off of Harry Potter dominates
Chinese bestseller lists. Or that Iran
is debating whether to let women
wear leggings. Or that Russia has
fallen for Jeremy Clarkson.
But none of this matters a hoot to

the Russian generals. In closed
societies, the general staff live in
their own cocoon, according to their
own rules. In Russia and China these
generals have become potential
enemies of the West. It would be
absurd and irresponsible to treat
them in any other way.

Russia’s nuclear gamesmanship would
bring a smile to Dr Strangelove’s face

Cruise missiles are part
of an active arsenal,
not for leaving in a silo

We have too many
legal parasites. Shut
some law schools
Ross Clark

E
very spring my old college
employs a few perky
graduates to ring up alumni
and solicit donations. But
this year the bright voice on

the end of the phone turned to a
quiver when, after asking how I
would like my money to be spent, I
gave the answer: on anything except
the education of lawyers. Given that
the college in question, Trinity Hall,
Cambridge, is known as the lawyers’
college, the anguish in her voice was
understandable. But I really meant it.
The government often seems

overwhelmed by self-imposed
targets, but there is one it urgently
needs to adopt: to reduce the number
of practising lawyers by two thirds
over the next three decades. If you
think that sounds mad, all it would
do is to take us back to where we
were in 1980, when England and
Wales had 4,500 barristers and
40,000 solicitors. Those numbers
have since risen to 15,600 and

129,000. The profusion of law
students is even more marked: 17,500
of them will be graduating this year
and they may be chasing only 4,800
places.
Had the number of engineers or

chemists trebled we would have
reason to celebrate; theirs are
professions where you can see a
genuine link with wealth creation.
But does anyone think that having
more lawyers has made us richer?
Of course, every civilised society

needs lawyers, but having too many
of them is a symptom of having too
much law. In spite of regular
“bonfires of red tape”, regulation
continues to expand. To take one
example, Tolley’s Tax Guide—
regarded as the bible of UK tax law
— has doubled in size since 1997 and
now runs to 11,000 pages. That is in
spite of the publishers reducing the
size of the print in 2008.
I say that too many lawyers is a

symptom of too much law, but there
is a bit of chicken and egg going on.
We end up with so much law
because there are so many lawyers
who stand to benefit from it.
Government is lobbied by people
who want to reduce legislation, but
theirs is a small voice easily drowned
out by the vested interests who press
for ever more complex rules on tax,
employment and the environment —
only negotiable by specialists.
The Prince’s Trust today warns of

a shortage of graduates with
engineering and IT skills to feed the
growth of vital wealth-creating
industries. The government should
respond by closing down a few law
schools and turning would-be
students away from what has become
a parasitic occupation.

If you duck,
events can
still hit you
on the head

I
’m cast down by the resignation
of Sayeeda Warsi. David
Cameron will be dismayed at
what has happened. Yet it sort of
serves him right for supposing

that following a policy of minimum
fuss is always the best way of
avoiding a fuss. Though there is
nothing Britain can do to resolve the
situation in Gaza, if Mr Cameron
and the new foreign secretary, Philip
Hammond, were hoping that by
ducking they could keep everyone on
board, then they have found that
silence, too, can lose friends.
Two years ago in this diary I

worried at the similarities between
the prime minister and the leaves
and litter eddying in my parking lot.
Blow around with the gusts, I said,
and the fiendishly complicated
aerodynamics of politics will
determine your resting place with
fierce but invisible precision. This is
what has happened, if infinitely more
violently, to Binyamin Netanyahu too.

Ed Miliband was brave this time.
Our prime minister and foreign
secretary were not. People notice.

Conflicted view

From recording The Times’s
Opinion podcast yesterday at
our swanky new offices, I

walked home past 140,000 or so
ceramic poppies spilling over the
walls of the Tower of London to
commemorate the outbreak of the
First World War. And, yes, the image
was powerful, and crowds had come
to see.
So I venture this with hesitation.

Does the huge media and official
effort to give lasting impact to
these commemorations reflect
widespread and serious popular
interest in the occasion? Will it be
sustained until 2018?
I only ask, and the

answer may be yes; but
I’m unsure. Is it
disrespectful to ask
whether people are
actually reading the
many newspaper
supplements, tuning in
to special programmes,
pursuing internet
links? This isn’t, after
all, a question that
broadcasters or the press
are likely to want to
pursue. I’ve yet to see any
polls, or viewing or

readership figures; and were these
discouraging, I suspect they wouldn’t
be advertised.
It can be argued that the public

should be given a massive, four-year
commemoration of the Great War,
whether or not the public want it.
But I’d like to know whether they do.
I’m already beginning to find myself
switching off or flicking through, but
I fully accept I may not be typical.

Sic transit gloria

In Aleppo in Syria about five years
ago I visited the city’s ancient and
magnificent, cathedral-like market
and bought a carpet and many
bars of the musky-scented olive-
oil soap I love. The beautiful
carpet we still have. Aleppo
market, it is said, has been

destroyed. On Monday in
Derbyshire the last thin
sliver of the last bar of our
soap from Aleppo melted
to nothing. It had lingered,
as slivers of soap do, for
months: a surviving link
with a time, a place and a
kind of peace that have all
been blasted away.

National rescue

Anticipating the scorn
and annoyance it may
provoke, I flinch to

write this, but I wonder if we
backed the wrong sides in

Syria, in Iraq and in Libya? Casting
my mind over the military
interventions that Britain has led or
been importantly involved with in
the past century, it seems to me that
almost all the interventions that
actually worked were either in self-
defence or else to support an existing
government. Perhaps historians will
correct me, but I’d cite the Second
World War and the Falklands (both
defending what was ours) and
(intervening in support of another
government) Korea, Kenya (against
the Mau Mau), Cyprus (against the
Eoka terrorists), Malaya (against a
communist insurgency), Tanganyika
(to support Julius Nyerere in 1964)
and Sierra Leone (to support a
beleaguered government in 2002).
All these were military successes,

even if in a couple of cases Britain
thereafter lost the will to rule; but
every one was to rescue an
incumbent administration. Maybe
we’re better at propping governments
up than replacing them?

Borderline interest

No national TV channel
screened last night’s stand-off
between Alistair Darling and

Alex Salmond. Whatever you think
about Britain’s wall-to-wall war
coverage, in next month’s Scottish
referendum the future of the entire
United Kingdom is at stake. Have TV
chiefs’ news judgments gone haywire?

Does anyone think
having more lawyers
has made us richer?

Roger
Boyes

@rogerboyes
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Victim statements are just a cynical trick
Thank goodness that the heartbreaking testimonies of grieving families have no influence over our justice system

Y
ou would have to be hard-
hearted not to be moved by
the account of Colin
McGinty’s murder, as
described by his parents,

Geraldine and Peter. Aged just 21,
Colin was stabbed 15 times in a
senseless attack. When his parents
reached the hospital, they found him
so badly injured that he was barely
alive, a sight they said will haunt
them to their own graves. Colin was
just able to whisper to them that he
couldn’t breathe, then died,
condemning his family to “serve a
life sentence of heartache and grief
and pain”. You would have to be
hard-hearted, or a judge.
When you read what happened

next, bear in mind that this story is
not directly about the raw pain of
the McGintys. It’s about what it
means to be judged as a human
being. And that means it’s about the
rule of law and the democratic
principles that underpin it. And,
most distastefully, it’s about the

modern political tendency, perfected
by Tony Blair but continued to this
day, of using public relations
techniques to patronise the public
and blur the lines of the values we
hold dear. The McGintys and the
British people in general have been
shoddily duped by a vote-winning
idea that was meant to help us.
The McGintys had steeled

themselves to go through the anguish
of reading a “victim personal
statement” by video link to a parole
hearing of their son’s murderers, a
right that victims of crime have had
since 2001. But, believing the video
link had been turned off, the judge,
GrahamWhite, then turned his back
to the couple, and confided to

someone else in the room that he felt
awful for the family: “They make
these statements thinking they are
going to make a difference, but they
make no difference at all. Someone
should tell them.”
Judge White’s words have caused

the usual populist paroxysms. He has
been forced, predictably, to make an
apology. The Parole Board has, of
course, been forced to announce an

inquiry. Sadiq Khan, the shadow
justice secretary, has used the
occasion to plug Labour’s idea of a
“victim’s law”. All of it sentimental
nonsense of the worst kind. For
Judge White was right. Victim
statements make no difference to
sentencing or parole, and rightly so.
Let’s pause here and imagine a

world in which victim personal
statements did have an effect on
punishment. From the beginning, the
Blair government heavily hinted this
was the case, with some vague spiel
that judges should “consider” them
when it came to sentencing. When
these statements first started being
read in court, newspapers, this one
included, took to running them in
full. Who could turn away from these
agonised descriptions of loss? It was
the birth of a new kind of folk
literature that almost defined
emotive writing.
But then, over time, the stories

would have to be exceptionally
wretched to compete with those that
had gone before. Hang on: perhaps
families who could craft the most
compelling statements — those with
a journalistic streak let’s say —
would be able to exact better justice
than those rendered dumb by grief.
Or what about the victims who

weren’t as popular or loved, whose
family’s personal statement was a bit
half-hearted, or not even bothered

with: did their attackers get off
lightly? Should canny criminals pick
off the lonely, the old, the orphans,
the autistic guy who found it hard to
socialise, the recent immigrant?
Perhaps victimhood is becoming
another popularity contest in our
popularity-contest-obsessed times.
You would hope not: the western
justice system is founded on the belief
that we are all equal in the eyes of the
law. Not a kind of mob rule where

first you have to befriend the mob to
plead your case.
A review of the victim personal

statement scheme, conducted by
Oxford University in 2011, found that
despite their “exact role and
function” being ambiguous from the
beginning, they were invariably
implemented. Public confusion about
them has reigned ever since, it said.
Those victims who decide to have
their say in court find the experience
mostly therapeutic: and it may be of
some benefit to victim and aggressor
later when rehabilitation begins. But
many are allowed to delude
themselves that they are influencing
sentencing. These expectations, as

the McGintys have found, are all to
often dashed. Every single study into
the field has found that sentencing is
not affected by the statements one
way or the other. The refusal of
judges to bow to huge emotional
pressure makes me strangely proud.
Judge White was only speaking the

truth: painful, but necessary. It is
ultimately kinder to speak it —
“someone should tell them”, as he put
it — than continue the deception.
I believe the influence of the

victim personal statement was kept
deliberately ambiguous by politicians
in order to give members of the
public a placebo effect, lulling them
into the belief they had some power
when they felt powerless.
Well-intentioned maybe, but

terribly wrong:wrong that the
principle, if not the reality, of our
justice system should be so easily
sacrificed to populism; wrong to
patronise. These are people, let us
not forget, who are at the darkest
and most vulnerable moment in their
lives, summoning the courage to
expose their deepest wounds in the
hope that it will change something.
Judges hear the victims speak, and

then put those emotions aside to do
what is right. The politicians, to their
shame, exploit those emotions to do
what is wrong.

Alice Thomson is away

Politicians were duping
the public into a belief
that they had power

The statements were
the birth of a new
kind of folk literature
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One Prosperous North
Investment in infrastructure can link the great cities of the north

and help to create a more balanced national economy
Oneof thegreatestpublicpolicy issues facingBrit-
ain is the dominance of London. Its contribution
to the UK economy is enormous but so is its dis-
torting effect. It is the prime destination for a dis-
proportionate share of investment and talented
migrants, both from abroad and from other parts
of Britain.
Yesterday the leaders of northern England’s

great cities offered their response to this chal-
lenge. Importantly it was not a plan to cut London
down to size or to takemoney away from the capi-
tal. The authors of theOneNorth report agree that
investments such as Crossrail 2 should go ahead
if they pay for themselves by increasing London’s
wealth. Equally, investments in trans-Pennine
connections, for example, should go ahead if
they enhance the productivity of northern
communities.
The leaders of Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester,

Newcastle and Sheffield councils insist that their
aim is for their cities to become as integrated as
Germany’s Rhein-Ruhr region or the Nether-
lands’ Randstad. It amounts to a prudent invest-
ment rather than charity. Their demand is for a
relatively modest £15 billion, 20-year programme
of infrastructure investments linking the region’s
cities, universities, seaports and airports.

InGeorgeOsborne they have a chancellor who
seems ready to give them that green light. MrOs-
borne, who appeared alongside the northern
leaders at the launch of theOne North document,
gave the strongest of indications that he would
take steps in his autumn statement towards build-
ing what he has previously described as a “north-
ern powerhouse”. Two months ago he advocated
an “HS3” rail project that would connect Man-
chester and Leeds, slashing journey times from50
to 30 minutes.
The launch was notable for its political harmo-

ny. The Labour leaders of Manchester and Liver-
pool were quick to defend the chancellor when it
was suggested that his interest in the north was a
pre-election gimmick.
Sir Richard Leese, of Manchester city council,

has already pointed out that the northern cities
have assumed greater control of their destinies
during four years of coalition government than in
13 years of Labour rule.Muchof the good relation-
ship is due to the work of the universities, science
and cities minister, Greg Clark. The innovative
deals that he has struck with northern leaders
mean that infrastructure is being built now on the
back of loans secured on future business rate
income. Northern leaders have also worked

closely with Mr Osborne against Ed Balls to save
theHS2project,which the shadowchancellorhad
wanted to scrap. There is every chance that who-
everwins thenextelection, theOneNorthagenda
will be implemented.
Mr Osborne argues that investment in infra-

structure is a first duty of government and that
this can only be afforded if further cuts are made
to welfare spending. This potentially moves a
bipartisan subject into an area of greater political
controversy. But at least he has a clear idea of how
he intends to reverse the decline in capital spend-
ing. The danger for northern England and other
inadequately integrated parts of theUK economy
is whether they should have control of their desti-
nies or whether they should depend on the chan-
cellor of the day.
There is a strong case for a large share of the

proceeds of fracking to stay in the northern eco-
nomy. Such localisationof the financial benefits of
this new energy source would incentivise local
communities to accelerate the exploitation of
shalegasandgivenortherncouncils direct control
ofmore fundswithwhich to invest in their regions.
That is for the future, however. Yesterday was an
encouragingday for thenorth, for localisationand
also for a less partisan politics in Britain.

The Wrong Resignation
Baroness Warsi’s attack on the government’s Middle East policy was misguided

Three days ago the new foreign secretary, Philip
Hammond,made the government’smost strongly
worded comment so far on the disaster unfolding
in Gaza. There should, he said, be an “immediate
and unconditional humanitarian ceasefire”. In in-
terviews Mr Hammond commented that the
mood of the British public was that the situation
for the civilian population in Gaza was “intolera-
ble” and added, “we agree with them”.
We must assume that Sayeeda Warsi thought

that Mr Hammond’s words went nothing like far
enough. In her letter of resignation yesterday, she
described the government’s approach and lan-
guage to Gaza as being “morally indefensible”.
More damning yet, she speculated that the gov-

ernment’s response had been so deficient that it
risked the creation of more home-grown jihadis
radicalised by a ministerial failure to say and do
the right things. She tied this apparently danger-
ous official insouciance to Britain’s long-term ap-
proach towards the Israel-Palestinian conflict, in
what can only be described as a rather vague and
general critique. It was not only the government’s
stance on Gaza but “our policy in relation to the

Middle East peace process generally’” that she
judged to be immoral.
If we do Baroness Warsi the courtesy of taking

her resignationat face value, it needs tobepointed
out that her criticism is misguided at best and
worrying at worst. She seems to envisage a British
policy that tilts away fromwhat she perceives as a
bias in favour of Israel and towards a generalised
notion of the Palestinian position.
But there isnoviableunilateralBritishpolicy to-

wards theMiddle East that anyonewould take se-
riously. That is whywe have been part of the pain-
ful and so far largely unsuccessful efforts of the
Quartet (Europe, the US, Russia and the UN) to
initiate a peace process. The immoral policy then
is not just ours, but also that of our American and
European allies.When serious peace talks happen
in thearea theyare ledby theUSsecretaryof state,
John Kerry, and not Mr Hammond.
The idea implicit in Baroness Warsi’s resigna-

tion letter, that Britain might suddenly succeed
where the Quartet has failed (presumably by
bashing Israelmore), is fanciful.Notonlymust she
know this, but it would be better if she took the

time to explain it to those she fears might be radi-
calised, rather than to imply that they should be
palliated with fantasies.
Even so Baroness Warsi’s resignation and the

reaction to it in some quarters remind us of some
new, burgeoning realities. The first is that no
matter what happens in the rest of the Middle
East, from Iran to Syria and Lebanon to Libya,
many British Muslims are more animated when
Israel is the perceived transgressor thanwhen it is
aMuslimof any stripe. Britain’s foreign policy fail-
ures in Syria prompted no resignations and no
angry demonstrations.
The second is that there are many more voters

who belong toBritain’sMuslim communities than
to its Jewish ones. Inmost situations this does not
matter. But if there is a political polarisation
around questions to dowith Israel and Palestine it
might come tomatter a great deal. If policy is seri-
ously to be influenced or decided by who can be
most angry at any one time, orwhose youthmight
be “radicalised” into a violent response, then far
frommaking Britain a contributor to a solution, it
will make us yet another part of the problem.

Fashion Sense
Angela Merkel exemplifies a commendable thrift

President Obama, President Hollande and David
Cameron endure criticism but not, as a rule, for
their hairstyles or dress sense. In that respect, An-
gela Merkel, the German chancellor, is different.
Europe’s most electorally successful leader is a
woman.To some, thatmakesherpersonal appear-
ance a justified target for comment and derision.
Mrs Merkel has given the most effective poss-

ible riposte to these obscurantists —by ignoring
them. In the nine years of her chancellorship, she
has carried onwearing staid three-button blazers,
varying only the colours. She has even been hu-
mourless enough towear the same outfit onmore

than one occasion. Visiting the Salzburg music
festival this week, she sported the same multi-
coloured ensemble that she hadworn at the event
in 2008. And at the Bayreuth opera festival in
2002. And at Bayreuth six years before that.
Tomanypeople itwould be a triumphmerely to

fit into clothes first worn nearly two decades ago,
let alone to make them last that long. Mrs Merkel
is an unusual public figure in adopting that com-
monsensical approach, and in doing so she exem-
plifies where she comes from: the formerGerman
Democratic Republic.
An entirely misplaced nostalgia for the certain-

ties of communist rule has emerged since the fall
of the Berlin Wall a generation ago. It’s visible in
the reissue of socialist realist novels, the conver-
sion of an old Berlin customs house into a night-
club evoking the drab decor of the GDR, and the
founding of Trabant car clubs.
Mrs Merkel’s politics are those of western con-

stitutional democracy. It is in her personal thrift
that she represents the contrast between “Wessis”,
the citizens of the former West Germany, and
“Ossis”, the subjects of the former GDR, and
showshereasternupbringing. It isnotacharacter-
istic that she need apologise for.

Daily Universal Register

UK: The Bank of England monetary policy
committee meets prior to tomorrow’s
announcement on interest rates; Standard
Chartered, the London and Hong Kong-
listed bank, announces its interim results
Switzerland: The World Health
Organisation holds an emergency meeting
on the ebola outbreak
Space: Rosetta, the European Space Agency
spacecraft, is due to enter into orbit around
comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko

Birds are starting to
disperse as their
breeding season
comes to an end.
Jays are moving
about the woods
and coming into

gardens. Their return is announced by the
harsh screeches they make, but they like to
keep well hidden in the foliage. One sees
them most often as they fly between trees,
in a hesitant, floppy style as if they were
swimming. Their bright white rump picks
them out immediately. If one gets a good
view of one perching momentarily on a wall,
one sees that they have pink plumage and a
small black-and-white crest, as well as the
brilliant blue patch of tiny wing-feathers,
which people once stuck behind hat-bands.
Black-headed gulls are spreading inland.
Some of them are on playing fields, others
are following ploughs in the cornfields,
which are nowadays often turned over
immediately after harvest. Their dark hoods
are giving way to a smudge behind the eye.
Small summer visitors are also beginning to
appear in unexpected places. Warblers are
on the move, including blackcaps and
whitethroats, as are the smaller members of
the thrush family, such as whinchats, coming
down from the moors, and redstarts and
nightingales. derwent may

Sir Chris Bonington,
pictured, mountaineer, 80;
Michael Deeley, film
producer, The Italian Job
(1969), 82; John
Dennis, ambassador to
Angola, São Tomé and
Príncipe, 55; Bill

Emmott, editor, The Economist, (1993-2006),
author, Good Italy, Bad Italy, (2012), 58;
Frank Finlay, actor, Bouquet of Barbed
Wire (1976), 88; Romola Garai, actress,
Vanity Fair (2004), Atonement (2007), 32;
Joe Glanfield, sailor, Olympic silver
medallist (2004 and 2008), 35; Sir
Andrew Green, founder, MigrationWatch
UK, 73; Geri Halliwell, singer and former
Spice Girl, It’s Raining Men (2001), 42; Sir
Howard Hodgkin, abstract painter, 82;
Her Honour Valerie Pearlman, senior
circuit judge, (2003-08), 78; (Charles)
Marquis of Tweeddale, hereditary
chamberlain of Dunfermline, 67; the Right
Rev Martin Wharton, Bishop of Newcastle,
70; Barbara Windsor, actress, Carry On
Camping (1969), and Peggy in EastEnders
(1994-2013), 77.

In 1890 the US used the electric chair was
used for the first time when it executed
murderer William Kemmler; in 1945 the
Americans dropped an atomic bomb on
Hiroshima; In 1961 Russian cosmonaut
Gherman Titov spent the day in space, four
months after Yuri Gagarin’s historic trip; in
1971 British sailor Chay Blyth became the
first person to sail single-handedly non-stop
east to west around the world

“We must learn to live together as brothers or
perish together as fools.” Martin Luther King

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word
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Letters to the Editor

Corrections and
clarifications

6 The director of Prom 21 was Shaun
Kerrison, not Stuart Kerrison as we
stated in our review (Arts, August 4).
We apologise for the error.
l Austria-Hungary declared war on
Serbia on July 28, 1914, not July 26
(The Times Diary of the War, Aug 4).

Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email
to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 1 London
Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF

1 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9GF
E-mail: letters@thetimes.co.uk

Barbarians at the gates, texting and blinding
Sir, John Humphrys (Aug 2) asks
what irritates us most about the
abuse of English. What irritates me
most (ly) is the bad use of grammar.
n waller
Brockworth, Glos

Sir, John Humphrys accepts that he
may have to concede defeat in the
War of the Historic Present and ask
what irritates us about the abuse of
English. How about “concede
defeat” rather than “concede
victory”?
christopher nott
London E11

Sir, I agree with John Humphrys
(and Oliver Kamm) about the
pointlessness of the “rule” against
ending a sentence with a
preposition. My mother’s favourite
rebuttal was the lament of a small
boy at bedtime: “Mummy, what did
you bring that book that I didn’t
want to be read to out of up for?”
anthony golding
Letchworth Garden City, Herts

Sir, Last week I heard a senior
Conservative say: “the last
government borrowed far more than
us”. “Us” do not borrow. It should
have been “more than we are
(borrowing understood)” or “more
than we have (borrowed)”; but never
“us”. Similarly, the use of “me”, as in
“he is taller than me”, makes my
hair stand on end. I fear that so
many people use “me” and “us”
iniquitously that it may become

standard English before too long.
kenneth duncan
Edinburgh

Sir, On at least four occasions in his
article, Mr Humphrys begins
sentences with ‘But’; two of these
also were at the start of paragraphs.
sean perry
Newmarket, Suffolk

Sir, John Humphrys might have
included a request for fewer abuses
in several other areas but certainly
not less of them.
frank mackay
Plush, Dorset

Sir, I would add two “wince factor”
irritations to John Humphrys’
ejector-seat list: the overuse by
politicians and academics of the
adverb “incredibly”, and the
mispronunciation of the letter H as
haitch which still grates with many
of us septuagenarians. So it’s
incredibly irritating!
john e jones
St Albans

Sir, John Humphrys and several of
your readers referred to the
“historic present tense” as used by
Melvyn Bragg in his BBC radio
show. The word that your writers
were looking for is “historical”.
simon walters
London NW7

Sir, We should think more carefully
about the view of humanity that

media reports endorse when they
say “women and children” to mean
“the helpless” or “the powerless”.
This lazy usage is a disservice to
vulnerable men, and to the many
women who, against the odds, have
empowered themselves. Gender
should be used as a descriptor only
when it is truly valid to do so.
alison gouldstone
Bishop’s Castle, Shropshire

Sir, TV newsreaders, presenters and
weather forecasters seem to have
launched an “er” craze. We hear
“bubberling”, “tumberling”,
“burgerling”, “sizzerling” and a host
of other examples.
john colbert
Walsall, W Midlands

Sir, John Humphrys might add to his
list “moving forward” and that most
overused word, “iconic”.
george healy
London N16

Sir, Blow the historical present.
What about the present participle?
The phrase “I’m sat” seems to pop
up everywhere.
jilly ashley miller
Sherborne, Dorset

Sir, Currently, at this moment in
time, my list of pet hates is so long
that I am bored of thinking about it.
Perhaps I should concentrate on
growing my business.
maureen ann peacock
Oxford

Scrapbook plea
Sir, You report (Aug 4) that
scrapbooks are back. For some sports
fans like myself they have never gone
away. However, the biggest problem is
that too many sports pictures run
over two pages; pasting them into a
scrapbook requires high-level joinery
skills. Now scrapbooks are back for
others, can we have the sports
pictures back on just one page?
tony elgood
Treasurer,
Gloucestershire County Cricket Club
Winford, Somerset

Sporting interview
Sir, In the 1930s my father, aged 27,
applied for the post of headmaster at
the tiny church school in Badminton,
Gloucestershire. The chairman of the
managers, the Duke of Beaufort,
asked him only one question; whether
he could play tennis and cricket so
that he could make up a four when
necessary and join the village cricket
team. As he was able to do both he
got the job.
brenda wolfe
Liverpool

Real drama
Sir, the Portsmouth supporter (and
film director) Anthony Minghella
once told me that if he could write a
script as compelling and
unpredictable as a football match he
would have the answer to the perfect
drama (“Big match? It’s culture the
nation loves”, Aug 1). And that was
after a 1-1 draw with Crystal Palace.
richard holledge
London W14

Angelica Kauffman
Sir, Carol Lewis refers to Angelica
Kauffman as “Joshua Reynolds’ Swiss
girlfriend” (Bricks & Mortar, Aug 1).
She was far more illustrious than that.
She had success as a portrait painter
in Rome and London, where her
patrons were royalty and the
aristocracy. She exhibited regularly at
the Royal Academy and was the first
woman RA (elected in 1773; the next
one was Dame Laura Knight in 1936).
dr anne brookes
Lillingstone Lovell, Bucks

Et tu, Bruton?
Sir, I’m certain you couldn’t get a
decent coffee, a Bloody Mary or
decent bread in Bruton (times2, Aug
4) when I had an enforced stay there,
at boarding school, from 1959 until I
was expelled in 1966. I do remember
spam fritters though.
annie bullen
Wildhern, Hants

The Secretary of the Admiralty
issued the following statement last
night: In the course of
reconnoitring after the minelayer
Königin Luise was sunk this
morning, the Amphion struck a
mine and foundered. The forepart
of the ship was shattered by the
explosion and practically all the
loss to the crew ensued from this
cause. All not killed by the

explosion were taken off by the
destroyer’s boats before she sank.
Paymaster Gedge and over 100
men were killed. The captain, 16
officers, and 135 men were saved.
Twenty German prisoners of war

who were confined in the forepart
of the ship were killed in addition.
This sad mishap appears to have

had direct connexion with the
chase and destruction of the
Königin Luise. It appears that she
must have dropped some of her
mines, and that upon one of them
the Amphion struck. These mines
are fitted in such a way that a ship
coming into actual contact with
one of them after it has been made
“live” is bound to explode it, and
such an explosion would inevitably
destroy a vessel like the Amphion,
the hull of which is very thin. In
such an event it is a matter of
satisfaction that the loss was not
greater than it has been.
The experience of the Russo-

Japanese war showed how deadly is
the power of the mine even to big
battleships. The Amphion had a
displacement of 3,360 tons, a speed

of 25 knots, and she carried an
armament of ten 4in guns and two
21in torpedoes. She is undeniably a
loss to the Fleet, but her place can
be at once taken by one of the two
Chilean boats which the war has
put into our hands.

THE TIMES WAR TELEPHONES
In order to provide its readers with
the latest intelligence of the war,
The Times has installed seven
special telephone wires and a staff
of operators, who, beginning today,
will be provided, between the hours
of 12 noon and 9pm, with the most
recent news. The operators will not
be able to enter into details, but
will simply read the latest Times
bulletin. This will be done, on
request, in French, German, or
Russian, as well as in English. The
special War Information telephone
number is HOLBORN 3171, and not
any of the other Times numbers.

on this day august 6, 1914

LOSS OF A
BRITISH
CRUISER

Joke Chapman
Sir, I see you illustrated Jake
Chapman’s view that getting children
to understand art is a waste of time
(Aug 4) with a photo taken at the
Matisse exhibition at Tate Modern. A
ticket for a child over 12 for that
exhibition is £14.50. My 14-year-old
daughter and her two friends had
been inspired to visit by the reviews
and by a guide from Goldie on the
BBC iPlayer, but the cost is equivalent
to two week’s of her allowance. That
is a great pity as they are at an age to
be absorb much from the exhibition.
I also have a seven-year-old boy

who generally detracts from gallery
contemplation. I wonder whether the
Tate might charge for children on a

sliding scale: the £16 full cost for a
babe in arms to £0 for a 17-year-old?
helen clark
Tunbridge Wells

All charm
Sir, I see that not a lot has changed at
Heathrow (“£125,000 for visitor
bullied at airport”, Aug 5). In 1981,
flying out of Heathrow and carrying
an Irish passport, I was asked where I
was going. “To Portugal, to join my
husband.” “Good,” said the
immigration officer, “Don’t come back.”
geraldine kenny
Worthing

Cheers mate
Sir, Given the hot competition for
training contracts at law firms and
pupillages it is surprising that some
students do not put more thought
into their application letters (report,
Aug 5).
I have had letters from applicants

who have wanted to pursue a career
in “soliciting”, and under experience
one put that she had “attended a few
lectures at university”. The
application was completed by saying
she had “interned” a judge at a local

Crown Court. I suppose that
demonstrates initiative.
david r pickup
Aylesbury, Bucks

Live now?
Sir, I was quite upset when driving
behind a 4x4 I saw the spare wheel on
the back had a cover that declared in
large letters: “Adventure before
Dementia”. I feel this is quite the
wrong message.
hilary scase
King’s Lynn, Norfolk

Queen’s rep
Sir, I wonder whether, following last
night’s moving service of
remembrance in Westminster Abbey,
any of your other readers feel as I do,
that the Duchess of Cornwall was an
inappropriate choice to represent our
Queen.
jane brodie cooper
Little Bookham, Surrey

James Bourchier
Sir, It is good to see James Bourchier
among the great correspondents in
your supplement (Britain at War, Aug
4). One of the most knowledgeable
correspondents in the Balkans, he was
on good terms with kings and
presidents, and admired by their
peoples, despite being astringent in
his criticisms of their follies.
His efforts to get the victorious

allies to behave less punitively
towards former enemies in the
Balkans were largely ignored. Later
generations had cause to regret their
wilful dismissal of his counsel.
He was a man whom, a century

later, we can appreciate, admire and
like: Irish (not English), of course;
warm in his sympathies for peoples
under the cosh and their aspirations
for self-determination; espouser of
unpopular minority causes; unafraid
of stating unpalatable truths to those
rulers with whom he enjoyed close
relations. He was also gay.
He was a decent pianist. But he was

very deaf: for a journalist, having to
conduct confidential briefings at the
top of his voice was a handicap —
especially with Princess Clementine
the Queen Mother of Bulgaria. She,
too, was deaf, so their private
conversations were eavesdropped by
all kinds of courtiers, charlatans and
spies, glued to keyholes. Some of his
confidants took the precaution of
insisting they spoke only in remote
spots outside, so that their bellowed
exchanges could not be overheard.
The Times was variable in

supporting its correspondent. After
the Great War the paper was clumsy
in retiring him and lukewarm in
appreciation of his gifts. Allegations
of “localitis” or even disloyalty to the
allied cause circulated.
You mention his love of Hellenic

history, but neglect to mention that
he retired to Bulgaria, the country in
his beat that he knew best, whose
errors during the war brought him
unhappiness, and, by association,
some cost. He was buried at his own
wish beside Rila Monastery, where he
was known to locals as “Uncle James”.
Only the last Exarch of the Bulgarian
national church had a more
magnificent funeral.
Bourchier lies still at Rila. The

present British ambassador and his
wife, conscious of Bourchier’s gifts as
reporter and as a quasi-diplomat, took
their family and guests on pilgrimage
to the grave in June. That coincided
with their commemoration of the
opening of the British residence in
Sofia 100 years ago.
sir edward clay
(Second Secretary in Sofia, 1973-5)
Epsom, Surrey

sign up for a weekly email
with extracts from
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ww1.thetimes.co.uk
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A cesspit of racial hatred . . . on
Gardeners’ Question Time?
In terms of radio controversy, Garden-
ers’ Question Time ranks right up there
with the shipping forecast, Test Match
Special and the playing of Sailing By.
Yetaccording toBenPitcher, a sociol-

ogy lecturer at the University of West-
minster, theBBCRadio4programme is
a seething cesspit of racial hatred.
Dr Pitcher believes it is saturated

with racist language and that conversa-
tion about “native” and “non-native”
plants is nationalist.
His views were yesterday described

as ridiculous by anti-racism charities.
Race Equality First, a Welsh inde-

pendent charity, said that the accusa-
tion was absurd. Aliya Mohammed, its
chief executive, said: “We deal with a
vast amount of overt and covert racism
to knowwhen a racist slur, comment or
terminology is being used, and the
words ‘native’ and ‘non-native’ species
or soil in the context of gardening are
not racist terms.
“Racism is when a person is discrimi-

nated against or singled out because of
their race, the colour of their skin, their
nationality, ethnicoriginor theiraccent
or first language: racism is a hate crime
and it is illegal.”
The rowstartedwhenDrPitcher told

Thinking Allowed, also on Radio 4, that
Gardeners’ Question Time was layered
with racial meaning. He said: “ It is not
the most controversial show on Radio

4, and yet it is layered with, saturated
with, racialmeanings. The context here
is the rise of nationalism, the rise of
racist and fascist parties across Europe.
Nationalism is about shoring up a fan-
tasy of national integrity.
He added that a “crisis inwhite ident-

ity in multicultural Britain” forced
people to find ways of talking about
white identity, such as through garden-
ing, “so they do not appear to be racist”.
Stefan Buczacki, a horticulturist who

has worked on the programme, said

that the claims showed a lack of under-
standing about the natural world. Alex
Raikes, fromStandAgainstRacismand
Inequality, said: “While we welcome
the opening of the debate on increasing
nationalism in a rising tide of racist and
fascist parties across Europe, we are
inclined to agree that there is enough
real racism in the world without look-
ing for it in places it doesn’t exist.”
She added: “If we were looking for

those susceptible to becoming a neo-
Nazi convert, the profile of the average
Gardeners’ Question Time listener does
not really fit. To simply hone in on a

Gardeners’ Question Time’s scientifi-
cally based terminology for plants
seems to completely miss the point.”
However, Baroness Young of Horn-

sey, a former professor of cultural stud-
ies who joined Dr Pitcher on the talk
show, agreed with him, likening the
term “Paki-bashing” to the expression
“rhododendron-bashing”.
She said: “I rememberback in the late

Eighties to early-Nineties, when rho-
dodendrons were seen as this huge
problem, andpeoplewere talkingabout
going out rhododendron-bashing —
that was at a time when Paki-bashing
was something that was all too preva-
lent onour streets. This kindof slippage
of language into ‘alien’ and ‘native’ is a
thread in our language.”
Listeners took to Twitter to express

their views, with some describing the
suggestion that Gardeners’ Question
Time was racist as “bonkers”.
James Kingett, of Show Racism the

Red Card, said that the discussion was
counterproductive. “Dr Pitcher’s re-
ported assertion that ‘some people ex-
pressed their racial identity in other
ways, such as talking about gardening’
seems at face value to be very unlikely.
However, as an expert in cultural stud-
ies and ‘race theory’, Dr Pitcher may
haveevidence thatwearenotawareof.”
The BBC said that “the comment

simply reflected the programme’s use
of accepted gardening and horticultur-
al terminology”.

Lucy Holden

Ben Pitcher said
the show was
saturated with
racist language

After the heatwave,
Hurricane Bertha
is on the horizon

T
he remains of a
Caribbean
hurricane
threaten to
sweep away the

warm weather this
weekend with gale-force
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A sailor hailed as one of Britain’s best
young talents has been found dead in
woodland the day after her 17th birth-
day.
The body of Jess Eales, who came

11th out of more than 365 competitors
at the ISAFYouthSailingWorldCham-
pionships in Portugal two weeks ago,
was discovered in the New Forest last
Thursday. She had described the tour-
nament as the “biggest week of her
career”.
Ms Eales, whose death is not being

treated as suspicious, had recently won
a gold medal at the Royal Yachting
Association (RYA) Youth National
Championships in Weymouth and
Portland, Dorset.
Her father, Nicholas Eales, said he

“Would not know where to begin”
when asked to say a few words
about his daughter.
The teenager’s sudden death

has shaken the sailing commu-
nity in her home town of Lym-
ington, Hampshire.
MarkNicholls, theRYAyouth

racing manager, said: “The RYA
is aware of the sad passing of Brit-
ish Youth Sailing squad
member Jessica Eales.
“She was a young sailor

who showed promising talent, which
can now unfortunately never be ful-
filled. Our thoughts are with the family
and friends at this sad and difficult
time.”
Ms Eales was a student at Brocken-

hurst College and a member of Royal
LymingtonYachtClub and theHayling
Island Sailing Club.
A statement on the RS FevaAssocia-

tion website said she would be greatly
missed. “Jess was a leading light in the
29er fleet. Our thoughts and hearts are
with Jess’s family and friends at this sad
time.”
Many of Ms Eales’ friends took to

social networking websites to express
their sadness. Jack Gooderidge said:
“This news is heartbreaking to hear.
Extremely talented, equally modest. I

don’t know anyone who had a
bad word to say about Jess.
Rest well.”

Another friend, Billy
Matthews, said she was
“always the best” at what-
ever she tried. “I’m just so
shocked. I’m speechless.
Youwere always theper-
fect person.”

A Hampshire police
spokeswoman con-
firmed that the death
was not being treat-
ed as suspicious,
and said a file was
being prepared for
the coroner.

Rising star of British
sailing is found dead
Danielle Sheridan

Jess Eales, 17, “showed
promise that can now
never be fulfilled”

winds and heavy rain
(John Simpson writes).
However, Hurricane

Bertha was unexpectedly
downgraded yesterday to
the status of an “extra
tropical storm”, and there

was still a possibility that
as the low pressure travels
east over the Atlantic, it
may hit France but miss
Britain altogether.
“The problem is that all

of the models are saying

different things,” Laura
Young, of the Met Office,
said. “This morning it was
still classed as a hurricane,
this afternoon it’s not. The
worst-case scenario is that
we do get hit by a summer

storm, but nothing on the
scale of the St Jude storm
[of last October].”
The southwest, south

coast and southWales
could be affected, she said.
Full forecast, page 17
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The sun sets on
mudflats in
Heacham, west
Norfolk; the wind
picks up over
Whitsand Bay,
Cornwall; and a
seal enjoys a
surf in the calm
waters off Amble,
Northumberland
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Egypt to build a new Suez waterway
Egypt
Tom Coghlan Foreign Correspondent

Families emerge to claim their
dead as truce with Israel holds

The young Palestinian boywas praying
when the missile struck his home in
south Gaza. The index finger of the
dead seven-year-old, stored in a make-
shift mortuary, was pointed skywards.
It is the sign Muslims make when they
recite their final prayer.
Abu Mohamed came looking for his

son as the guns fell silent yesterday,
Israeli troops withdrew fromGaza, and
hopes rose that peace talks in Egypt
wouldend themonth-longconflict that
has claimed more than 1,800 lives.
He dashed to the mortuary when he

heard that rescuers had pulled more
corpses from the rubble of Rafah. He
did not recognise his son.
The milk teeth in half a jaw were all

that remained of the boy’s head. His
arm had fallen off the blackened
torso that had begun to rot. The
thick smell of human decay choked
volunteers who dragged the bits out of
the metal container.
“It’s not him, it’s not him, he’s too

young,” the 40-year-old father said.Aid
workers put the corpse back in the
temporary mortuary — a cooling unit
for seedlings surrounded by fields of
aubergine plants.
Another family arrived searching for

their 27-year-old relative. They had
gone to three hospitals, and the plant
fridge was their last hope.
“How can we tell if it’s him?” whis-

pered Ayman El-Sheikh, 30, to his
brother, as he looked at the face of a
deadman half eaten bymaggots. In the
corner one of them threw up.
More than 1,800 Palestinians and 64

soldiers and three civilians from Israel
have died in the 29-day war. The death
toll in Gaza continues to rise as more
bodies are pulled fromwrecked homes.
Yesterday council workers on bull-

dozers started clearing the rubble as

families dug through concrete with
their bare hands.
“We’ve just found three more right

on the border. They had been there a
week,” said Abu Bilad, a Red Crescent
worker, arriving at Rafah’s Emirati
hospital.
Israel and Hamas have sent delega-

tions to Cairo for peace talks. Israeli
troops havewithdrawn fromGaza after
completing their mission to destroy
cross-border tunnels dug by Hamas
militants.
Even if a long-term truce is agreed,

the nightmare for Palestinians has just
begun, said Ahmed Qdeih, 42, shelter-
ing in a United Nations school in Khan
Younis, a town just north of Rafah.
“There are 20 people still missing

from my family. We go through the
remains of our town whenever we can
butwehaven’t found themyet,” saidMr
Qdeih, who has lost his home. “After all
this is over, where are we going to go?”
Some 3,000 people are living in the

school. The UN says nearly 30 per cent
of Gaza’s population has been dis-
placed, including 65,000 whose homes
have been destroyed.
Two British girls are among the

children wounded in the conflict. Hala
al-Waheidi, a Southampton schoolgirl
who went to Gaza with her mother last
year to work on her Arabic, is in
hospital after beinghit by shrapnel.Her
sister, Rayaan, suffered a broken
shoulder and damage to her eye.
Binyamin Netanyahu, the Israel

prime minister, hinted yesterday that
the ground offensive was over by prais-
ing the army for destroying all of the
known tunnels connecting Gaza to
Israel. “Theoperation struckat a strate-
gic network that Hamas had invested
great effort in over the years,” he said.
Representatives of various Palestin-

ian factions, including Hamas, Islamic
Jihad and the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation, arrived at the weekend in
the Egyptian capital for talks to end the

conflict. On Sunday they agreed on a
unified set of demands, including the
withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza
and an end to the blockade of the strip.
Yesterday afternoon a delegation

from Gaza was able to depart for Cairo
via the Rafah crossing, according to
Sami Abu Zuhri, a Hamas spokesman.
Hamas, the Palestinian group that

runsGaza, has insisted since the begin-
ning of the conflict that it will not
accept any deal at the Cairo talks that
fails to ease the Israeli blockade. It is-
sued an extensive list of demands for a
permanent truce, among them the
opening of the Rafah crossing on the
Egyptian border and the construction
of a seaport in Gaza.
That met stiff resistance in Cairo, ac-

cording to Egyptian diplomats, where
the army-backed government is deeply
hostile to Hamas. Ziad al-Nakhala, a
negotiator from the rival Palestinian
group Islamic Jihad, said Egypt accept-
ed theneed to lift the blockade, but spe-
cific details were still being discussed.
Israel wants any agreement to in-

clude provisions for disarming Hamas.
There is also growing talk, at least
among centrist politicians in Israel, of
trying to remove Hamas from power,
replacing it with Mahmoud Abbas, the
Palestinian president.
Israeli officials have not explained

howMrAbbaswould retakepower, and
they acknowledge that the Palestinian
president cannot “ride into Gaza on an
Israeli tank”.
An Israeli delegation also left for

Cairo yesterday, includingAmosGilad,
a senior defence ministry official. The
security cabinet was due to meet in Tel
Aviv last night to discuss the ceasefire.
Meanwhile, Riad al-Malki, the

Palestinian foreign minister, met in
The Hague prosecutors from the
International Criminal Court, accord-
ing to the official Palestinian WAFA
news agency.
Mr al-Malki said the Palestinian

Authority wants to give the court juris-
diction to investigate war crimes com-
mitted by all in Gaza. “Israel is in clear
violation of international law,” he said.
Additional reporting: Gregg Carlstrom
in Tel Aviv.

A Palestinian boy collects belongings from his destroyed house in the Gaza Strip

Winnie lays

Winnie Madikizela-Mandela is con-
testing the will of her ex-husband Nel-
son, insisting she should not have been
cut out of his estate and that she is en-
titled to own the rural home where the
former South African leader is buried.
MrsMadikizela-Mandela, 77, who di-

vorced the anti-apartheid activist in
1996, is demanding ownership of the
home in Qunu, in the Eastern Cape
province, but her attempt to unpick the
£2.5 million estate, after she was left
nothing inhiswill, is sure to further split
the Mandela family.
In the weeks after Mr Mandela’s

death inDecember, the family bickered
over his estate and tried to blockGraca,
his third wife, from returning to her

Israeli tanks withdraw from Gaza after

Egypt has begun work on a massive
new channel for the Suez Canal in an
attempt to turn around the country’s
ailing economy.
The $4 billion (£2.3 billion) project

unveiled by President Sisi envisages a
second channel dug along large sec-
tions of the 150-year-old canal, the
shortest sea route between Europe and
the Far East.
“Nomatter what it takes, this project

must be finished in a year. That is what
Egyptians expect,” Mr Sisi said. State
TVyesterday showedsoldiers toilingon
a section of the new waterway as war-
planes flew overhead.
The project is part of an effort to

kickstart the economy after a military

coup ousted the Muslim Brotherhood-
backed President Morsi last year. The
government said the work would be
overseen by themilitary because of the
instability in the Sinai peninsula.
The development, the biggest on the

canal since it was built by the French in
the 1850sand 1860s,will increase traffic
by 25 per cent, to about 100 vessels a
day, said Mahmoud Rezk, an official at
the Suez Canal Regional Development
Project. Last year 16,596 vessels trav-
elled through the canal, paying around
$5 billion in transit fees.
“This giant project will be the crea-

tion of a new Suez Canal parallel to the
current channel of a total length of 72
kilometres,” said Mohab Mamish,
chairman of the Suez Canal Authority.
Since seizing power, Mr Sisi has

sought to claim themantle of President

Nasser. As a charismatic colonel, Nas-
ser overthrew Egypt’s monarchy in
1952 andnationalised the SuezCanal in
1956, leading to the ill-fated invasion by
Britain, France and Israel.
The Egyptian stock market hit its

highest level in six years after yester-
day’s news. However, international an-
alystswerecautiousabout itsprospects.
“The Egyptian presidency has been

hinting for some timenow that itwould
unveil a big project,” saidDrH AHelly-
er, of the Royal United Services Insti-
tute, “but it is unclear that it will be able
to affect a sufficient amount of change
to satisfy expectations.
The Egyptian government has re-

ceived$12 billion inaid fromSaudiAra-
bia, the United Arab Emirates and Ku-
wait since last year’s coupbuthas strug-
gled to attract private investment.
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Identifying many of
the mutilated victims
is a struggle,
writes Bel Trew
in Gaza City
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claim to Mandela’s home after being cut out of will

The secret family
life of India’s
new prime minister
Page 29

Hollande holidays
alone as Gayet frolics
with newman
Page 27

home. Mrs Madikizela-Mandela, who
has in the past been convicted of fraud
and kidnapping, argues that under
South African custom— if not the law
— she is entitled to the house. She
claims that she obtained the property
while Mr Mandela was in jail and used
it as her family home.
In a legal letter to one of the execu-

tors of his will, South Africa’s deputy
chief justice, Dikgang Moseneke, said
that Mrs Madikizela-Mandela has a
right to the property under the
AbaThembu tribal custom, which
states that the house should belong to
her and her descendants.
Duringhis last yearof imprisonment,

MrMandela dreamt of building a large,
red-brick bungalow with Spanish-style
arches in Qunu, where he grew up as a
boy. He wanted to retire in the area

because he believed that “aman should
die near where he was born”, but he
spent most of his retirement at the Jo-
hannesburg mansion, outside which
thousands of grieving South Africans
sang and lit candles after his death.
Both houses, along with others he

owned in Cape Town and Mthatha,
were left to the Mandela family trust,
with instructions on which family
members could live in which house.
The estate Mrs Madikizela-Mandela

wants is currently at the disposal of the
woman she stood next to at her ex-hus-
band’s deathbed and referred to as her
“little sister”; Graca Machel, who be-
came Mr Mandela’s wife in 1998. A
decade before, she famously calledMrs
Machel “that concubine”.
Mr Mandela wrote that the Qunu

house was “for the benefit of the

Mandela familyandmythirdwife [Gra-
ca] andher twochildren”.Headded that
it should be used in perpetuity “to pre-
serve the unity of theMandela family”.
Mrs Madikizela-Mandela is both re-

vered and loathed in South Africa. Her
supporters see her as a heroine of the
anti-apartheid struggle, while those
who oppose her say she is a convicted
fraudster who ordered the murder of
many of her opponents.
While Mr Mandela was imprisoned

on Robben Island, Mrs Madikizela-
Mandela was reported to have had a
string of affairs.Within two years of his
release, their marriage was over.
Graca Mandela was legally entitled

to half her late husband’s estate, but
waived that right, accepting instead the
couple’s four jointly owned properties
in her native Mozambique.

BAZ RATNER/REUTERS; XINHUA/LANDOV/BARCROFT MEDIA

Afghansoldier
shoots dead
US general in
base rampage
Jeremy Kelly
Deborah Haynes Defence Editor

An American major-general became
thehighest ranking casualtyof the con-
flict in Afghanistan when he was shot
dead yesterday by a rogue Afghan sol-
idier at a training base.
The two-star general, who has yet to

benamed, is also themost seniorAmer-
ican officer to die in combat since the
Vietnam War.
Another 15 soldiers were injured in

the blue-on-blue attack, when the sol-
dier opened fire with a light machine-
gun about noon local time. Most were
American, but it isunderstood that they
included two British personnel. One
was a German brigadier.
It is one of the worst such attacks of

recent months, coming as Britain and
its Nato allies prepare to end combat
operations in Afghanistan and reduce
their presence.
The British-run officer academy, on

the campus where the attack hap-
pened, is supposed to be Britain’s en-
during legacy to the Afghan govern-
ment, helping to train future army offi-

cers. Working closely with Afghan
troops, however, exposes British and
otherNato forces to the riskof attackby
someone they believe to be a friend.
This would explain how the attacker

managed to get so close to such a senior
US commander and inflict such dam-
age. The assailant was shot dead by
Afghan forces.
US officials in Washington said

that an American major-general was
dead but the information had yet
to be officially confirmed by the Penta-
gon. The previous most senior
American officer to die in the Afghan
campaign, which is in its 13th year, was
a brigadier, one rank below major-
general, who died of natural causes in
early 2012.
Germany said that the brigadier who

was injured was being treated and was
“not in a life-threatening condition”.
The Ministry of Defence in London
confirmed that an incident had taken
place and was under investigation.
The Nato-led International Security

Assistance Force said it happened at
theMarsham FahimNational Defence
University, which includes Camp Qar-
gha, the site of the British-run officers’
academy.
General Zahir Azimi, the Afghan de-

fence ministry spokesman, said “a
terrorist using an ANA [Afghan
national army] uniform” had opened
fire on a group of foreign and Afghan
military officials. PresidentKarzai con-
demned the shooting, which he said
was designed to prevent Afghanistan
from having strong institutions.
More than 100 foreign troops have

been killed in a surge of insider attacks
over the past three years, but the num-
berhas started to fall as troops arewith-
drawn and security has been increased.

29 days of conflict during which more than 1.800 people have died — they say they have destroyed the last of the network of tunnels that have been used by Hamas

More than 100
foreign troops
have been killed in
insider attacks

Nelson Mandela with his third wife
Graca, left, and second wife Winnie
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Canadian missionaries accused of spying on China

A Canadian missionary couple who
runa ramshackle coffee shopoverlook-
ing the bridge that connectsChinawith
North Korea are being investigated
over suspicions that they stole military
and national defence secrets.
The investigation of Kevin and Julia

Garratt by the Chinese authorities
could result in the death penalty if it
leads to a conviction.
It follows rising tension between

China and Canada as they clash over
cyber-espionage. Canada has claimed
that a Chinese-backed hacker broke
into theNationalResearchCouncil and

attempted to steal industrial secrets.
The couple, from Vancouver, are
believed to be in detention at a local
hotel as the “investigation” unfolds.
Friends of the couple in the north-

eastern border city of Dandong told
TheTimes they believed that the deten-
tion of the Garratts was part of a wider
Chinese crackdownon religion orches-
trated by President Xi.
The Garratts are understood to have

converted anumberofChinese citizens
toChristianity, in possible breachof the
country’s control over religion.
Hundredsof churcheshavehadcrosses
removedamidrumours that ten foreign
missionaries have been detained or
“disappeared” by the authorities. The

couple had been operating as English
teachers and underground missionar-
ies in China for 30 years and opened
Peter’s Coffee House in 2008. It is

named after their eldest son. In an
audio file posted on the website of the
Terra Nova Church in Surrey, British
Columbia, Mr Garratt said: “We’re
China based, we’re North Korea
focused, but we’re Jesus centred. God
said, in a prayer meeting, go to Dan-
dong and I’ll meet you there, and he
said start a coffee shop. We’re trying to
reach North Korea with God, with
Jesus and practical assistance.”
Customers at the café can enjoy the

view from the Chinese side of the bor-
der.China’s secretiveeconomic support
of Kim Jong Un’s regime has made the
bridge Pyongyang’s most vital lifeline.
Lorries moving across it often do so at
night to avoid satellite detection.

China
Leo Lewis Beijing

Nigerian army ‘slit the
throats of militants’
Lagos Nigeria’s military and its
supporting civilian militia have
committed “extensive human
rights violations” in their fight
against the islamic militant group
Boko Haram, according to
Amnesty International. The
human rights group released a
video appearing to show suspects
having their throats slit with a
combat knife. Amnesty said the
footage, images and witness
testimonies gathered during a
recent research mission to Borno
State provided “fresh evidence of
extrajudicial executions and
serious human rights violations”
carried out in the region as
Nigerian troops fight the
extremist group. (Reuters)

Scientist’s suicide
Tokyo A Japanese scientist
embroiled in a stem-cell research
scandal has apparently
committed suicide. Yoshiki Sasai,
52, who supervised and co-
authored stem-cell research
papers that had to be retracted
due to falsified contents, was
found dead with a rope around
his neck at a government-
affiliated science institute in
Kobe, in western Japan, according
to Hyogo prefectural police. (AP)

Croatian jet crashes
Zagreb A Croatian MIG-21 jet
fighter crashed 12 miles south of
Zagreb yesterday after its landing
gear failed. The jet is believed to
have taken part in a flyover
during the formal celebrations to
mark the 19th anniversary of
Croatia’s offensive that liberated
its Serb-held territories during the
war for independence. The pilot
ejected and was taken to hospital.
He is not thought to be seriously
hurt. (Reuters)

Old skeleton in closet
Philadelphia Researchers at the
Penn Museum have found a
6,500-year-old human skeleton in
an old storage cupboard. The
museum, part of the University of
Pennsylvania, in Philadelphia,
said that the rare, complete
skeleton had originally been
excavated from southern Iraq
about 1930. The individual is
believed to have been male, at
least 50 years of age, and about
5ft 9in tall. (AP)

Enigma trio honoured
Warsaw A global organisation of
engineers has honoured the three
Polish cryptologists who broke
the German Enigma cipher codes.
The Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers unveiled a
plaque in honour of Marian
Rejewski, Jerzy Rozycki and
Henryk Zygalski. Their work
enabled British cryptologists to
read coded Nazi orders and
reports during the Second World
War. (AP)

Ski resorts high and dry
WellingtonWinter has rolled into
its third month in New Zealand,
and some ski resorts have not
opened for a single day this
season. Ski operators are feeling
the effects of the country’s
warmest start to the southern
hemisphere winter since records
began in 1909. It comes at a time
when scientists say that the
country’s snow pack and glaciers
are melting at an alarming rate
owing to climate change.

Don’t all pile in at once Hundreds of Chinese jam the Yellow River in Sanmenxia, Henan province, with rubber dingies in a futile quest to commune with nature

Father in international surrogacy row
had been jailed for child sex offences

An Australian man at the centre of an
international surrogacy row after alle-
gedly abandoning his severely ill
infant son in Thailand has multiple
convictions for child sex offences, it has
emerged.
David Farnell, an electrician in his

mid-50s, said through a friend that he
and his wife, Wendy, had been advised
that the boy, named Gammy— one of
apairof twins—wasso ill thathewould
not survive. Farnell accepted the other
twin, a healthy girl. The surrogate
mother, a Thai woman, was paid
A$16,000 (£9,000).
It was disclosed by the Australian

Broadcasting Corporation and other
media yesterday that Farnell was jailed
for three years in 1997 for sex offences
against children.He had previously ad-
mitted tomolesting two teenage girls 15
years earlier.
The revelations have prompted the

surrogate mother, Pattaramon Chan-
bua, 21, a street food seller who has two
other children, todropherdemand that

Farnell and his wife return for the in-
fant boy. She nowwants the boy’s sister
returned to her care.
The judge who sentenced Farnell in

1997 saidat the time thathis actionshad
violated the children’s innocence. The
judge said that normally such an of-

fence would be punished with a four-
year jail term but he reduced Farnell’s
sentence to three years because of his
early guilty plea.
“Personally, when I heard the news I

was shocked,” Ms Pattaramon said at a
press conference in her hometown,
adding that she would “leave it to the
law” to see if she can get the girl back.
“I want her back because she is my

baby. Shewas inmywomb,” she said. “If
she ishappy, then I, as amother, amalso
happy.”

The row over baby Gammy has
prompted the Thai government to
clampdownonwesterners payingThai
surrogate mothers to carry their
children.
MsPattaramonhasclaimedthatFar-

nell tried to persuade her to have an
abortion when it became known that
Gammy would be born with Down’s
syndrome. He also has a serious heart
defect. She said she had refused.
Six months ago, she said, when her

twins were born and Farnell travelled
to Thailand to collect his children, he
ignored the boy and took away only the
healthy girl.
Ms Pattaramon’s allegations have

caused outrage in Thailand and led to
an outpouring of sympathy and
donations from Australia. The Austra-
lian charity Hands Across the Water
has raisedmore thanA$215,000 tohelp
the baby. The hardline immigration
minister, ScottMorrison, has suggested
that Gammy might qualify for Austra-
lian citizenship.
The Nine television network, based

in Sydney, reported that Farnell’s wife
had confirmed that he had served time

in jail after being found guilty in the
1990s of indecently assaulting a child.
A friend of the Farnells has spoken

out on their behalf, saying they were
“devastated” by the allegations made
against them, and that many state-
ments made by the surrogate mother
were lies.
Speaking to the Bunbury Mail news-

paper, in the couple’s home town south
of Perth, the unnamed friend said they
were unable to speak for legal reasons,
butwere distressed by reports that they
did not want the boy.
They insisted they were told by doc-

tors that Gammyhad a heart condition
and would “not survive a day”.
TheThai authorities announced that

they would inspect all the clinics in the
country offering surrogacy services to
see if they are operating within the law.
“We’ll check whether they were li-

censed for surrogacies and whether
they were done correctly by doctors,”
said Police Lieutenant Colonel Chat-
mongkol Wasinamorn. “Representa-
tives from the Medical Council will go
with us to check whether those surro-
gate cases followed the medical code.”

Australia
Bernard Lagan Sydney

Pattaramon
Chanbua with her
six-month-old son

Julia and Kevin Garratt, centre, with
their son Peter and daughter Hannah
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Beach photographs end the affair for Hollande
France
Adam Sage Paris

François Hollande began a working
holiday alone yesterday as Julie Gayet,
the actress with whom he was having
an affair, was photographed on a beach
in Corsica with another man.
Aftermonthsof intrigueoverhis love

life, some said the end of the affair
would help restore some dignity to the
office of president.
The photographs, published in Voici,

a glossy magazine, dampened
speculation that Mr Hollande and Ms
Gayet were planning to lift the veil
of secrecy over their relationship
this summer.
French media outlets had been

awashwithclaims that thecouple could

go so far as tomarryonAugust 12,when
the president turns 60.
However, Mr Hollande laughed off

the suggestion, telling journalists that
the only celebration would be for his
birthday, and commentators say the
presidential romance may be over.
Writing on the website of Le Nouvel

Observateur, Thierry de Cabarrus, a
political commentator, said that if Ms
Gayet had found a new lover, she had
done Mr Hollande a favour.
“It is possible to imagine that the

president, who wants to finish the
catastrophic pollution of his political
action through reports on his supposed
private life, is satisfied by this epilogue.
“He is now going to be able to move

on to something else and forget those
humiliating moments when political

journalists . . . asked him questions that
had nothing to do with his political life.
François Hollande is freed
from one hell of a problem.”
Mr de Cabarrus said that

the socialistheadof statehad
been plunged into a “vaude-
ville” by the disclosure in
Closer, a magazine, of his
liaison with Ms Gayet in
January. Mr Hollande re-
sponded to the scandal, the
firstof itskind inFrenchpol-
itical history, by dumping
Valérie Trierweiler, his un-
married partner and
France’s first lady.
The latest twist came

with thepublication inVoici
of photographs showingMs

Gayet, 42, with a 52-year-old Parisian
tax lawyer who has a home in Corsica.

The magazine
said the actress
stayed five days
before returning
to Paris. Ms Ga-
yet had enjoyed a
“holiday of love”
on theMediterra-
nean island, ac-
cording to Atlan-
tico, a news web-
site.
Meanwhile, Mr

Hollande is trying
to portray himself
as a president who

focused on the
job, even on holi-

day. He is spending ten days in La Lan-
terne, an 18th-century residence made
available to presidents and prime min-
isters in Versailles, outside Paris. Mr
Hollande’s aides say he will work
throughout his stay in Versailles as he
struggles to rein in unemployment
figures of 3.4 million and a budget
deficit of at least 4 per cent this year.
Mr Hollande’s ministers, who have

been ordered to stay in France this
summer, are reportedly irritated at his
workaholic tendency.
One toldLeFigaro thatholidayswere

for “taking careof oneself andothers—
things he doesn’t like to do”.
Another minister said that he had

been expecting to receive text messa-
ges from the president throughout
the break.

German shooting club in uproar after
Muslim is crowned ‘King of Marksmen’
Germany
David Charter Berlin

In time-honoured German tradition,
the winner of the annual shooting club
competition is rewarded with a special
chain and the title “KingofMarksmen”.
This year’s king in the west German

townofWerl is to be strippedof his title,
however, after the national shooting
society discovered he was a Muslim.
The case of Mithat Gedik highlights

the refusal of historical societies to
adapt tomulti-ethnic Germany. As pri-
vate member organisations, the clubs
are beyond the reach of equality laws.
Mr Gedik, 33, was born in Germany

to Turkish parents and is amodel of in-
tegration—married toMelanie, aGer-
man, father of four children, a member
of the volunteer fire service and em-
ployed by a company based in Mann-

heim. He chose to study the Roman
Catholic religion in his final school
year.
MrGedikwas praised for his prowess

by a pastor who spoke of the benefits of
integration at the
church service that fol-
lowed the contest.
However, when

the Historic Ger-
man Shooting
Federation heard
about his victory
they ordered him
to hand back his
chain. As a Muslim, Mr
Gedikwas not even allow-
ed to be a member of his
shooting club because

section 2 of the society’s statute stated
that it was an “association of Christian
people”, the federation said.
“They did not read their own consti-

tution,” saidRolfNieborg, a spokesman
for the federation, one of
several national shooting
societies. “No one prob-
ably asked him about his
religionbecausehe is so
well integrated. They
made a mistake and
should correct it.”
Mr Gedik has

refused to return his
chain and said he would

decide with other club mem-
bers what to do. “It is incompre-
hensible to me that we are
having such a debate,” he said.
“We just wanted to celebrate a
wonderful shooting festival.”

Lebanon begs France for help
as fighting flares with Isis
Lebanon
Tom Coghlan

Lebanon’s armed forces called for
emergency supplies of weaponry from
France yesterday to face down Islamist
militants aligned to the Isis terrorist
group, amid the most serious spillover
yet from the Syrian civil war into the
fragile Mediterranean state.
Fighting began on Friday when the

Lebanese army tried to arrest the
leader of a jihadist Syrian rebel group,
Imad Ahmad Jomaa, raising tensions
across the north of the country.
Sixteen Lebanese soldiers have since

been killed and 85 wounded, with 22
more missing and possibly being held
as hostages. Dozens of jihadist fighters
have been reported killed.
A brief ceasefire broke down yester-

day after mediators, most local clerics,
were shot at, wounding one.

“This battle requires equipment,ma-
teriel and technology that the army
doesn’t have,” said General Jean Kah-
waji, the Lebanese army chief.
France is due to supply military

equipment worth $3 billion (£1.8 bil-
lion) to Lebanon, in a deal agreed last
December and financed by Saudi Ara-
bia. A French government spokesman
said itwas “fully committed” to thedeal.
In June the international community

pledged to support Lebanon’s military.
The country is currently hosting more
than a million Syrian refugees; a quar-
ter of the total Lebanese population.
Last night Lebanese forces an-

nounced that a 24-hour truce had been
agreed in Arsal, on the border of Syria
close to where rebels suffered a setback
against government troops backed by
Hezbollah, based in Lebanon. There
were also clashes in the port city of Tri-
poli. A 12-year-old girl was killed.
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Frugality is
never out of
fashion for
Frau Merkel

A
ngela Merkel
has underlined
her reputation
as Europe’s most

frugal leader by
recycling an outfit that
had its first public outing
18 years ago (David
Charter writes).
The German

chancellor attended a
concert by the Austrian
pianist Rudolf
Buchbinder at a Mozart
festival in Salzburg in a
multicoloured robe that
she had been
photographed wearing
on another musical
outing in 1996. That was
before she married her
second husband,
Joachim Sauer, with
whom she was on
holiday this week.
Mrs Merkel has

handed responsibility for
representing Germany at
the First World War
commemorations to
President Gauck while
she takes her customary
summer break in
Bavaria and northern

Italy. Her vibrant outfit
has made several outings
over the years, either to
summer concerts in
Salzburg or on her
annual pilgrimage to
Bayreuth for the Wagner
festival.
The German

newspaper Bild showed
photos of her wearing
the robe in Bayreuth in
1996, aged 42, with
darker and shorter hair,
and again in 2002, with
her more recognisable
lightened bob.
The eye-catching

garment was apparently
bought on a visit to
California some years
before its first Bayreuth
outing, and was seen
again at the Salzburg
festival in 2008.
“We never see her this

colourful in the
Bundestag,” said Bild.
Mrs Merkel cultivates

her image for careful
housekeeping and has
been photographed
shopping for groceries in
a supermarket close to
her apartment in central
Berlin. The chancellor is
particularly fond of her
jackets, and has been
spotted in the same style
in 30 different shades of
green, blue, red and
purple.
Leading article, page 20

humiliating moments when political of photographs showingMs

2014

2002

1996

Angela Merkel
proved her
housekeeping
credentials
by giving her
18-year-old robe
another outing
this week

Mithat Gedik was hailed
as a model of integration

S.BRAUER/BRAUERPHOTOS; WILLI SCHNEIDER/REX; MICHAEL DALDER/REUTERS
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‘Miracle survival’ raises
prospect of ebola cure

An experimental drug is being credited
withhaving saved twoAmericanaidwork-
ers who contracted ebola in Liberia, rais-
ing cautious hopes of a cure.
KentBrantly, 33,hadbeen treatingebola

patients in the capital city of Monrovia
when he awoke on July 22 feeling feverish.
Ninedays later, ashis conditionrapidlyde-
teriorated, he called his wife to say good-
bye. “I am going to die,” Dr Brantly said,
struggling to breathe.
A cocktail of antibodies known as

ZMapp— tested only on monkeys—was
rushed to him from theUS, but theChrist-
ian missionary was so ill that it was feared
he might not survive long enough for a
frozen vial of the serum to thaw.
Once injected, however, his condition is

said to have rapidly improved. His breath-
ing steadied and a rash onhis body quickly
cleared. One of his doctors told CNN that
the transformation had been “miracu-
lous”.OnSaturdayhewas able towalk into
a containment unit at Emory University
Hospital in Atlanta.
A colleague, Nancy Writebol, 59, was

also treatedwith ZMapp. She is also said to
be improving and was due to be moved to
the US yesterday.
The drug was developed by Mapp

Biopharmaceutical, a biotech company
based near San Diego, in partnership with
the US and Canadian governments. It is

madebyexposingmice to fragments of the
ebola virus. This generates antibodies,
which are then manufactured inside
tobacco plants for use on patients.
Reports ofDr Brantly’s case have stoked

hopes for a breakthrough treatment for
ebola, a disease that has largely been over-
looked by the drugs industry. However,
experts point out that it is not yet known if
the drug really did benefit Dr Brantly, or
whether there are side-effects.
The US government is working on a

vaccine, and could start human trials as
soon as next month.
To combat the present outbreak,

doctors must rely on rudimentary
methods such as basic hygiene and quar-
antines to stop a virus that is spread
through bodily fluids.
Saudi Arabia said yesterday it had quar-

antined a 40-year-old patient who was
showing symptoms of ebola after visiting
Sierra Leone, and Nigeria has announced
eight more suspected cases.
Most of the 887 known victims of the

outbreak have been in Sierra Leone,
Guinea and Liberia.
The disease, which is carried by fruit

bats, normally affects peoplewho live in or
near tropical forests and is sometimes
spread by eating infected bushmeat.
Symptoms include diarrhoea and vom-

iting—putting thehealthworkers and rel-
atives who care for the sick among those
most at risk as they come into contactwith
such bodily fluids.

Liberia
Jerome Starkey, Rhys Blakely

BEVERLY JOUBERT, WWW.TREVOLTA.COM/RHINOS

Rhino airlift
to save species
from poachers

C
onservationists in
South Africa hope
to fly 100 rhinos
into neighbouring
Botswana as part of

a project to help to save the
species from extinction
(Jerome Starkey writes).
South Africa is home to

the world’s largest population
of rhinos, but it is losing
more than 1,000 a year
because of record levels of

poaching, driven by the
demand for rhino horn in
Asia. Botswana has fewer
than 140 rhinos, but boasts
one of the lowest levels of
poaching on the continent,
according to Dereck and
Beverly Joubert, directors of
Rhinos Without Borders.
“We are trying to

distribute the DNA and
de-cluster the rhinos, so that
no one catastrophic event
can wipe out a big chunk of
the rhino population,” Mr
Joubert said. “It is also about
taking the rhinos from a high
poaching zone into a low
poaching zone.”
The rhinos, which weigh

up to three tonnes each, will
be released in the Okavango
ecosystem, in the north of
the country, next year. “Our
ambition is to repopulate the
wild, to make ecosystems
complete again,” Mr Joubert
said. Most of Botswana’s
rhinos were slaughtered in
two waves of poaching — in
the 1960s and the 1980s —
but the government has
taken action.
It costs about £25,000 to

move each rhino. They have
raised enough to take 50 by
road, but hope to raise
£2.5 million for the flights.
Before being moved, each
rhino has to be sedated.

Inside today

The paedophile
teachers at
my state
school, by
Robert Peston
Pages 42, 43
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Indian PM reveals
secret foster son
on trip to Nepal
Nepal
Robin Pagnamenta
South Asia Correspondent

Narendra Modi has revealed that he
fostered a Nepalese boy for 16 years —
a surprise announcement that has cast
new light on the personal life of India’s
intensely private new prime minister.
Mr Modi, 63, who revealed only one

monthbeforehis landslide electionvic-
tory inMay that he was married, made
the announcement during an official
visit to Nepal, the first by an Indian
prime minister in 17 years.
“On a personal notemyNepal visit is

very special,” he tweeted to his 5.5 mil-
lion followers. He said that he had been
introduced to Jeet Bahadur Magar, in
the late 1990s when the boywas aged 11
and homeless on the streets of Ahmed-
abad. He is now 27.
Mr Modi, who at the time was an

aspiring politician but had not yet
reached high office, said he had started
showing concern for the boy, who “did
not know where he was headed”. Jeet
“gradually took interest in academics,
sports and even learnt Gujarati”.
The comments were posted before

picturesappearedontheIndian foreign
ministry’s Twitter account of
him with Mr Magar being
reunited with his Nepalese
family during the prime
minister’s visit toKath-
mandu. Mr Modi, who
paid for theboy’s edu-
cation and is still
covering the cost of
his studies at a col-
lege in Ahmedabad,
traced the family
with the help of the
Nepalese busi-
nessman and phi-
lanthropist Binod
Chaudhary.
MrMagar, who is

studying for a business degree, said:
“The whole world recognises Narendra
Modi but formehe ismybig brother.He
took care of me like his own son.”
Mr Magar travelled to India in 1998

with an elder brother in search of work.
The two became separated and, while
trying to return home, he accidentally
boarded a train to Ahmedabad, in Mr
Modi’s home state of Gujarat, rather
than north to Nepal.
It is relatively common for children

to become separated from their fami-
lies on India’s huge railway network
and about 44,000 are reported missing
every year. Of these, about 11,000 re-
main untraced.
Mr Chaudhary was able, in part, to

trace the family to a village in Nawal-
parasi district, about 125miles (200km)
southwest of Kathmandu, because Mr
Magar has a unique identifying feature:
he was born with six toes on one foot.
Narendra Modi, who is highly secre-

tive abouthis personal life, is thought to
have livedalone formostofhis adult life
after taking a vow of brahmacharya, or
celibacy, while working as a leader for
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), a far-right Hindu organisation.
In April, he admitted that he had taken
part in an arrangedmarriage aged 17. It
did not last, although the couple never

legally separated.
MrModi’s trip to Ne-

pal focused on boosting
trade and maintaining
ancient cultural andhis-

torical links. In a visit
that emphasised
the shared religious
heritage between
India and Nepal, he
visited the Pashupi-
nath temple com-
plex, a Unesco

world heritage site in
Kathmandu, where he
made an offering of 2.5
tonnes of sandalwood
for use in rituals.He al-
so made a financial do-
nation to build toilets at
the temple.

Powerboat racer ‘faked crash to go on the run’
United States
Will Pavia New York

Police in New Jersey suspect that a
powerboat racer stagedaharbour crash
and faked his death to flee fraud
charges. Andrew Biddle, 45, a reigning
powerboat champion in Britain and
America, was crossing a bay south of
Atlantic City with a friend on July 20 in
a pontoon boat when he appeared to
have struck a buoy.
Witnessesdescribedhearingaboom,

followed by cries for help. Mr Biddle’s
friend, Justin Belz, 23, who emerged
from the water moments later, told
them he had been knocked out of the
boat. Dan Cronin, who lives on the

waterfront, said that Mr Belz had
seemed calm. “Then he turned around
and said, ‘Where’s my friend Andy?’ ”
The coastguard conducted an 18-hour
search over 60 squaremiles.Mr Biddle,
a veteran of P1 Superstock races — in
which competitors pilot 28ft craft at up
to 70mph— who had a reputation as a
brilliant driver, was feared dead.
Detectives, however, have other

ideas. A flyer distributed among local
officers a week after the crash, and
obtained by the Press of Atlantic City,
suggested thatMrBiddlewas “alive and
well and on the run”. It said: “He has
contacts throughout the country and
abroad and could be anywhere.”
Lieutenant Robert Gray, of Egg

Harbor Township police department,
said the flyer was an internal memo to
officers, although he confirmed “Mr
Biddle was facing charges, along with
his business partner”.
Thirteen criminal complaints had

been filed against Mr Biddle and Tracy
Blumenstein, who together operated a
powerboat sale, storage and service
company.

Andrew Biddle
was facing
fraud charges

Narendra Modi with
Jeet Bahadur Magar,
27, and the young
man’s relatives

Flower girls Korean dancers in Hiroshima, south Japan, commemorate the 140,000 killed by the atomic bomb on August 6,
1945. The death toll included 20,000 Koreans living in the city. The allies dropped a bomb on Nagasaki three days later

KIMIMASA MAYAMA/EPA
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the worst is over
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Boots swallowed by
US pharmacy giant
Alexandra Frean, Andrew Clark

Boots the Chemist is set to fall into
Americanhands todaybut itsnewown-
er, the pharmacy chain Walgreen, will
avoid the temptation of using the take-
over to lower its tax rate by moving its
headquarters abroad.
Walgreen has been considering its

options for a full takeover of Alliance
Boots ever since it bought a 45 per cent
stake in the company for $6.7 billion in
2012 with an option to buy the rest by
2016.
Insiders said last night that it would

confirm today its acquisition of the re-
maining 55 per cent of Alliance Boots,
whichcomprisesBoots andawholesale
division, Alliance, that distributes
healthcare products across Europe.
To the surprise of City investors,

though,Walgreenhasdecidedagainst a
manoeuvre that would allow it to shift
its US domicile to Switzerland, where
Alliance Boots is incorporated. That
decision, revealed by Sky News, sent
Walgreen’s shares down by 4 per cent
on Wall Street last night.
Walgreen’s abandonment of a corpo-

rate tax inversion, whichwould allow it
to take advantage of lower corporate
tax rates outside the United States, sig-
nals a big victory for the White House.

President Obama recently attacked
“unpatriotic” companies that shift their
headquarters overseas, complaining
that multinationals were “gaming the
system”.
The decision by Walgreen is a signal

that a steady stream of tax-motivated
takeovers by US corporations could be
dryingup.Democrats inCongress have
threatened to outlaw the manoeuvre,
which has been a key factor in several
recentdeals, includingAbbVie’s £32bil-
lion takeover of Shire andPfizer’s failed
bid for AstraZeneca.
Ina letter toWalgreen’smanagement

in May, a union-backed shareholder,
CtW Investment Group, urged the
company not to shift overseas, saying:
“We fear there could be political and
reputational risks following an inver-
sion, which would pose a clear contra-
diction withWalgreen’s quintessential-
ly American brand.”
OnMonday,WalgreennamedTimo-

thyMcLevish, a Kraft Foods Group ex-
ecutive, as its new chief financial offi-
cer, a move that some analysts inter-
preted as a sign that the company was
seriously considering an inversion.
However, campaign groups have been
threatening a consumer boycott.
At present, Alliance Boots is co-

owned by Walgreen, Kohlberg Kravis

Roberts, a private equity fund, and by
Stefano Pessina, the company’s chair-
man. The last two are to sell up under
today’s announcement,withadeal like-
ly to be completed next year.
Boots was founded inNottingham in

1849buthas beenunder foreignowner-
ship since 2007 and presently has its
headquarters in Zug, Switzerland. It
made profits of £840million from reve-
nue of £23 billion in the year to March.
Since Boots was taken private, its pri-

vate equity owners have sought to
make savings by incorporating it in
global partnerships with wholesalers,
partly motivated by driving a better
deal with suppliers such as Unilever,
Procter & Gamble and GlaxoSmith-
Kline. The company has repeatedly
been targeted by tax campaigners:War
on Want and Unite, the trade union,
have accused Boots of using offshore
tactics to minimise its corporation tax
in Britain.
In an interview last month, Greg

Wasson, chief executive of Walgreen,
made clear his enthusiasm to take full
control of Alliance Boots, saying: “We
are absolutely on our way to become
the leading global pharmacy, health
and wellbeing enterprise that Stefano
and I had identified when we put this
together back in 2012.”

Bright start Cameras capture the launch of the AsiaSat 8 satellite aboard a Falcon 9 rocket from Cape Canaveral in Florida
early yesterday morning. The satellite will provide broadband and TV to China, India, Southeast Asia and the Middle East

Keeping world of
hotels rocking

T
hat’s the thing about
hotels: anyone can check
in and lob the TV off the
balcony. How did Noel
Gallagher put it that time,

down at the Columbia? “Those
plate-glass windows were just
saying: ‘Throw a chair through me’.”
Richard Trainor “Mick” McGuire

III isn’t exactly Oasis, even if he’s
got enough names to form his own
band. But the head of Marcato
Capital Management clearly has
some talent for winding up
hoteliers, judging by his antics at
InterContinental Hotels Group
(report, page 38).
First, his San Francisco-based fund

took a 4 per cent stake — luckily
enough just before news broke in
May that IHG had batted away a
near-£6 billion takeover approach
from an American suitor seeking
some comfy tax inversion. Then, on
May 29, he gave Richard Solomons,
the IHG boss, five minutes warning
of a Marcato statement urging the
board to “explore” a merger with
whoever the suitor was — thought
to be WyndhamWorldwide. That
was despite Marcato having an
investor meeting with IHG in New
York set for the following week.
Now, on Monday, just before

IHG’s half-year results yesterday,
Marcato declared it had brought in
financial groupies in the shape of
Houlihan Lokey to assist with “a full
strategic review for enhancing
shareholder value”. Doing that
without IHG’s help should be fun.
What the so-far shtoom Mr

McGuire wants apart from some
M&A action is hard to tell, whatever
Marcato’s statement that it’s looking
at “improving capital structure
and/or capital allocation and
strategic transactions”. But hasn’t he
left it a bit late? Mr Solomons got
his defence in early with the first
quarter’s surprise $750million cash
return — and the potential sales of
its last two prime hotels in Paris and
Hong Kong, in the books for about
$600million. What’s left after that is
IHG’s continuing strategy of adding
hotel rooms in its asset-lite, cash-
generative way to fund dividend
increases similar to yesterday’s 9 per
cent rise.
Maybe Mr McGuire, an acolyte of

Bill Ackman’s activist hedge fund
Pershing Square Capital, really has
spotted something — an IHG
break-up perhaps? But it’s not as if
likely bidders for IHG need his help,
while the shares are just off a record
high, making the company already
pricey. Still, they fell 3 per cent
yesterday — evidence perhaps of
the market’s doubts over Mr
McGuire’s rock star credentials.

Scots’ porridge

Is the Edinburgh Festival missing
an obvious trick? Surely there’s
an audience somewhere for all

these tightrope-dancing, middle-
aged men. David Nish, Standard

Life’s chief executive, yesterday
reprised the familiar role — that of
the Scottish boss desperate not to
offend the locals on the thorny topic
of independence (report, page 42).
The insurer, headquartered in

Scotland since 1825 and employing
5,000 people north of the border,
knows what it’s like to cause a stir,
having run into a stink in February
with its musings that it could
transfer parts of its business
elsewhere in the event of a “yes”
vote. Now Mr Nish has popped up
observing that, six months on, there
has been no “further clarity” on
such trifling things as the currency,
monetary policy or financial
regulation should the Scots follow
Alex Salmond into his great, oil-
gushing, liberated nirvana.
Mr Nish was, of course, studiously

careful to avoid coming down on
either side — not least just hours
before the televised showdown
between Mr Salmond and Alistair
Darling of Better Together fame. Yet
it’s not hard to guess which way the
Standard Life boss would jump,
given his worries over just about
every aspect of the financial world
in which the insurer’s Scottish
businesses would operate. “Fiscal
structure” was also high on his list
of issues requiring “further clarity”.
You could chuck in too the risks

of a hiatus in investment, identified
by Keith Cochrane, the boss of the
Scottish pumps maker Weir. Or the
likely damage to the value of
Scotland’s companies, highlighted
by Barclays analysts, whose probable
casualties included Diageo, Royal
Bank of Scotland and Standard Life.
Indeed, with only 42 days to go,

this is a remarkably clarity-free
debate. Which is just the way Mr
Salmond likes it, as he proved again
last night on the telly.

Urban miss

B it street, dontcha you think,
Urban Exposure? A clothing
brand, maybe, or video game?

Turns out it invests in new homes.
Perhaps they come without a roof.
Anyway, Urban’s pulled the float

of a £500million fund “due to the
prevailing IPO backdrop” — the
latest sign that the froth has come
off the London market. On the face
of it, Urban has a decent business,
stepping in since 2009 to provide
developers with finance to build
new homes, just when the banks got
cold feet. Its planned fund focused
on London and the southeast,
where there’s a recognised housing
shortage. But, like the industrial
landlord Clipstone last week, which
shelved its £140 million IPO, it
failed to get enough takers. A rival
to Urban’s fund, Kennedy Wilson,
floated at £10 a share in February in
a £910 million listing. The shares
now stand at £10.72. Urban might
have been luckier back then.

alistair.osborne@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Alistair Osborne

CRAIG RUBADOUX/FLORIDA TODAY/AP
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Kurdistan a beacon of calm, oil firm insists
Profits have plunged at the oil and gas
explorer that is exporting oil from the
contested Kurdish region of Iraq.
Genel, co-foundedandheadedbyTony
Hayward, the former chief executive of
BP, said pre-tax profits had fallen by
35 per cent from $109.1 million to
$70.7 million in the six months to June
30.
Revenue jumped from$160.6million

to $192.1 million as it experienced a sig-
nificant growth in oil volumes, despite
turbulence in the region caused by Isis,
the jihadist fighters who have taken

Iraq and Syria by storm. Genel’s aver-
age production rose to 63,000 barrels
of oil a day in the first half, up 50 per
cent on this time last year and in line
with the company’s previous guidance
that it would hit between 60,000 and
70,000 barrels of oil a day.
Julian Metherell, chief financial offi-

cer, said Genel’s working production
was averaging 84,000 barrels of oil a
day. “Genel’s operations [in theKurdish
region of Iraq] remain safe and secure.
There has been no Isis intrusion into
Kurdistan and the recent incident at
Mosul dam [in Iraq] is more than
200km from the Kurdistan border,” he

said. “The borders of Kurdistan remain
safe and secure and we have not with-
drawn anyone from the region. Kurdis-
tan is a beacon of calm in an otherwise
turbulent region.”
Analysts questioned the ability of the

Kurdistan forces to defend the borders
of the region, which has operated semi-
autonomously since Saddam Hussein’s
downfall in 2003. Will Forbes, an Edis-
on Investment Research analyst, said:
“Near-term trading inGenel is likely to
be dominated by the Isis incursion in
Iraqand theabilityof theKurds to repel
the threat.”
Genel is exportingoil throughapipe-

line that was completed in December
and travels through Kurdistan to Cey-
han, a Turkish port. It also transports
oil by truck to the Turkish border and
sells crude oil domestically. It is also
seeking to export gas to Turkey, as
promisedunder an agreement between
that country and Kurdistan.
Genel is also exploring offshore as-

sets in Africa in countries including in
Angola and Morocco, which it hopes
will further diversify its portfolio.
The group has maintained its full-

year guidance of $500 million to
$600 million of revenue and $550 mil-
lion and $600 million of capital ex-

penditure. Its net cash at the half-year
was $483 million, down from $867 mil-
lion. Genel has not paid a dividend but
is working towards its stated plan of re-
turning cash to shareholders next year.
Andrew Whittock, a Liberum ana-

lyst, said: “We believeGenel has a com-
manding position in the Kurdistan do-
mestic market, which should generate
sufficient cash to enable it to maintain
investment, and that it is the best stock
through which to gain exposure to the
upside from the resolution of the polit-
ical issues that prevent free oil and gas
exports from Kurdistan.”
Genel shares fell 3.21per cent to936p.

Deirdre Hipwell

Global demand
sends BMW
sales to record

Sales have boomed to record levels at
BMW thanks to global demand that
cemented the German company’s
position as theworld’s biggest premium
carmaker, quarterly figures showed
yesterday.
Net earnings jumped 27.2 per cent

from April to June to €1.77 billion on
revenue of €19.9 billion as theMunich-
based company sold 5.3 per cent more
cars, delivering 533,187 vehicles.
Withnewmodels suchas the4-series

coupé and 2-series compact helping to
meet stronger demand in China and
Europe, sales of the main BMW brand
wereup8.3 per cent to a record458,000
vehicles. The sale of more off-roaders
will help to offset lower profits from
BMW’s growing range of smaller cars,
such as the 2-series Active Tourer and
new versions of the Mini.
Thegroupconfirmed its forecast that

full-year deliveries to customers and
pre-tax profit would both rise signifi-
cantly. It added that the pace of earn-
ings increase in the second half of the
yearwouldslowbecauseof spendingon
new technology to reduce carbon diox-
ide emissions.
BMW also warned that the crisis in

Russia was starting to have an impact.
After showing little change in the first
six months, regional sales fell by more
than 11 per cent in July.

David Charter BerlinC
hina has sharply
escalated its
campaign against
foreign companies
by turning its

regulatory guns on the
German car sector and
raiding the Shanghai offices
of Mercedes-Benz (Leo
Lewis writes).
The raids, which were

carried out by Chinese anti-
monopoly investigators on
Monday and involved
aggressive “interrogations”
of staff, are the latest in a
series of moves that suggest
Beijing is orchestrating a
war on multinationals
operating on its soil.
Daimler, the parent of

Mercedes-Benz, said that
it was “assisting the
authorities in their
investigation”. The raids
were carried out by officials
from the National
Development and Reform
Commission — one of three
institutions with regulatory
oversight on antitrust
matters.
Chinese reports on the

raids suggested that the
carmaker was under

scrutiny over the pricing of
vehicles and parts.
The increasing use of

China’s monopolies
regulator as a stick to beat
foreign companies echoes a
similar investigation of
Microsoft that began last
week. In both cases,
analysts say, the regulator
appears to be operating
within a wide remit and
testing the new powers it
has been given.
Other warning signals to

foreign companies include
the investigation into
allegations of bribery by
GlaxoSmithKline, the drugs
group. This week a
Shanghai court will try a
British private investigator
who was once engaged by
GSK to investigate the
origins of a whistleblowing
campaign that accused the
company of wrongdoing.
The obvious campaign

against large foreign
companies is judged by
some observers to be part of
a wider effort by President
Xi Jinping to intimidate
managements of the world’s
most powerful businesses as

he reasserts the Communist
party’s iron grip on
commerce.
It appears to be working.

Senior China-based
managers operating in
Beijing believe that the
summer holidays will prove
to be a watershed: many of

those expected to return
next month, the local
managing director of a
prominent retailer said, may
decide to spend the next few
months running operations
from Hong Kong.
Even before this latest

onslaught, Beijing had

targeted overseas
carmakers. The early days
of President Xi’s austerity
and anti-corruption drives
produced edicts demanding
that the government’s vast
fleets of official cars be
mostly filled with domestic
car brands.

China shifts gears
on Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz has a wow factor in China, but antitrust regulators are taking a closer look

CARLOS BARRIA / REUTERS
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Food prices: The sector’s
inflation rate collapsed to the
slowest pace on record last
month — just 0.3 per cent in
the year to June — as fierce
discounting between
supermarkets worked its way
through to customers’ pockets,
according to the British Retail
Consortium. Shop prices
including non-food items such
as clothes have been falling for
15 months, but slowing food
inflation pushed the BRC’s
shop price index to its lowest
level since the series began in
2006.
Shadow MPC: Voting on The
Times shadow monetary policy
committee swung in favour of
raising interest rates this
month. With recovery picking
up, six of the nine members
decided an immediate rate rise
was warranted — one more
than in July.
Global risks: Complacency
about the risks of an oil price
shock, a fresh eurozone crisis,
political conflict and the
Chinese financial sector are
tipping the world into “a very
dangerous place”, a leading
economics consultancy has
warned. Fathom Consulting
said the world was facing a
“Minsky moment” when
markets collapse after an
extended period of speculation,
a term invented by Paul
McCulley, an economist and
managing director of Pimco, to
describe the Russian financial
crisis of 1998 and named after
the economist Hyman Minsky.
Regulation: Tougher financial
rules may be affecting the
economy by pushing risk
outside the system, the Bank of
England’s chief economist says.
Andy Haldane said regulators
might have to become more
active to manage the risks in
“non-banks”, such as insurers,
hedge funds and pension
funds. Page 33
Services sector: Britain’s
powerhouse expanded at its
fastest pace in eight months in
July, putting an early interest
rate rise back on the table and
signalling a strong start to the
third quarter. The pound
bounced back from its recent
dip, rising by 0.12 per cent to
$1.6873, as economists claimed
the performance underlined
the case for a rate rise in
November.

aerospace & defence
0.53%

Meggitt: The strong pound hit
another British company as
the defence and aerospace
engineer reported a 20 per
cent plunge in profits and
warned that US military
spending was falling. It was the
biggest faller in the FTSE 100
index as interim profits slid
from £122.4 million to
£98.2 million after £53million
of currency shifts. Page 34

banking & finance
0.41%

Chinese banks: Pressure is
growing on the Bank of
England to hand at least one
Chinese bank a licence to open

a City trading arm to avoid
embarrassment for George
Osborne before talks next
month with leading economic
officials from China. Page 33
Standard Life: The insurer
renewed its warning about the
potential risks posed by an
independent Scotland as it
posted a 12 per cent increase in
operating profits for the first
half to £339 million. Standard
Life said that it had still not
been given clarity on issues it
raised in February, including
what currency, interest rate
and tax system, and customer
protection rules an
independent Scotland would
use. Scots vote on
independence in a referendum
in September. The shares rose
5½p to 370p. Page 38
Crédit Agricole: France’s
third-biggest listed bank
claimed that it had been
cheated by the dynasty that
ran Banco Espírito Santo as it
took a €708 million writedown
on its stake in the Portuguese
lender. It has threatened to
join legal action against the
Espírito Santo family. Page 37
Convertible bonds: Retail
investors should be prevented
from buying “highly risky”
bonds that have been sold by
lenders to boost their finances
if they fall into difficulties, the
Financial Conduct Authority
believes. It has barred the sale
of bonds that convert to shares
if a bank’s capital falls below a
trigger point, saying they are
too dangerous for ordinary
savers.Page 37
Banking downgrade: Plans to
make bondholders bear the
cost of bailing out a failing
lender have led Moody’s to
downgrade UK banking. The
ratings agency said that it had
changed its outlook for
Britain’s financial system from
“stable” to “negative”, citing
rules such as creditor bail-in
and the planned ring-fencing
of retail and investment
banking. Page 37

construction
& property

1.23%

Urban Exposure: The property
lender is the latest company to
abandon its plans to go public,
pulling out of its planned
£500 million float because of
the mixed fortunes of groups
that have listed recently. The
group had planned to raise the
funds to pump money into
housing projects in London
and the southeast. Page 36

consumer goods
0.84%

Adnams: After five years of
holding its beer prices, the
Southwold brewer has pushed
through a 3 per cent increase.
In the first half, it lifted beer
volume by 18 per cent, pushing
turnover 15 per cent higher to
£30million. Page 37
Diageo: The Guinness brewer
is trying to win over US beer
drinkers and revive falling
sales there with the release of
a lager in America. It will be
made from traditional
Guinness yeast imported from
Ireland. Page 33
Coca-Cola: Customer reaction

to a new recipe for Coke’s
Vitaminwater has been so bad
the company has bowed to
demand and switched back.
The U-turn came just months
after the Atlanta-based
company changed the
sweetener in the drink. Page 33

engineering
0.61%

BMW: Sales have boomed to
record levels at the German
company thanks to global
demand that cemented its
position as the world’s biggest
premium carmaker, quarterly
figures showed. Net earnings
jumped 27.2 per cent from
April to June to €1.77 billion on
revenue of €19.9 billion as
BMW sold 5.3 per cent more
cars, delivering 533,187
vehicles. Page 31
Mercedes Benz: China has
sharply escalated its campaign
against foreign companies by
turning its regulatory guns on
the German car sector and
raiding the Shanghai offices of
Mercedes-Benz. The raids,
which were carried out by
Chinese anti-monopoly
investigators and involved
aggressive “interrogations” of
staff, are the latest in a series
of moves that suggest Beijing
is orchestrating a war on
multinationals operating on its
soil. Page 31

leisure
0.91%

ITC Luxury Travel: Paul
Pindar, the former Capita chief
executive, has backed a
management buyout of the
Caribbean holiday specialist
and become chairman,
succeeding June Foster, part of
the founding family.
InterContinental Hotels:
Richard Solomons, the chief
executive, gave short shrift to
attempts by an activist investor
to put the world’s biggest hotel
company in play, as he
announced a 6 per cent rise in
underlying operating profits
and a 9 per cent increase in
the dividend. Page 34
Jamie’s Italian: Jamie Oliver’s
fast-growing restaurant chain
pushed revenues past
£100 million last year, although
underlying earnings fell by
9 per cent to £11.9 million amid
investment in its international
developments.

natural resources
0.12%

Genel: Profits have plunged at
the oil and gas explorer that is
exporting oil from the
contested Kurdistan region of
Iraq. Genel, co-founded and
headed by Tony Hayward, the
former chief executive of BP,
said pre-tax profits had fallen
by 35 per cent from
$109 million to $70.7 million in
the six months to June 30.
Revenue jumped from
$160.million to $192.1 million as
it experienced a significant
growth in oil volumes, despite
turbulence in the region
caused by Isis, the jihadist
fighters who have taken Iraq
and Syria by storm. Page 31

professional
& support services

0.22%

Aggreko: Pre-tax profits at the
provider of temporary power
services fell by nine per cent to
£132 million in the first half,
partly because of the strong
pound. However, the company
is raising the estimate of how
much it intends to spend on
new plant, a key indicator of
confidence, by £20 million to
£235 million. Tempus, page 40

retailing
0.85%

Pendragon: Pre-tax profits at
the motor dealer rose by 39 per
cent on an underlying basis to
£32.8 million after a strong
performance from used cars,
and the company is now
considering investing in new
sites. Tempus, page 40
Boots: The chemists’ chain is
set to fall into US hands but its
new owner, the pharmacy
chain Walgreen, will avoid the
temptation of using the
takeover to lower its tax rate
by moving its headquarters
abroad. Walgreen has been
considering its options for a
full takeover of Alliance Boots
ever since it bought a 45 per
cent stake for $6.7 billion in
2012 with an option to buy the
rest by 2016. Page 30

technology
0.19%

BlackBerry: The man charged
with staving off the collapse of
BlackBerry has ended a
restructuring that has cut 60
per cent of the Canadian
company’s workforce, and said
that there was “no margin for
error” as it tries to get on the
front foot. John Chen, who was
parachuted in as the chief
executive eight months ago
when BlackBerry could not
find a buyer, told staff in a
memo that the worst was over.
“We have completed the
restructuring notification
process, and the workforce
reduction that began three
years ago is now behind us,” he
wrote to 7,000 staff. He also
said that BlackBerry would
start to recruit again, albeit at
a modest rate. Page 39

telecoms
0.14%

Inmarsat: The satellite
operator said pre-tax profit fell
by 9 per cent to $168.3 million
in the first half.The company
played down the effects of a
delay in the launch of its next
two satellites for itsGlobal
Xpress maritime network.
Tempus, page 40
Telefónica : The Spanish
owner of O2 has made a
€6.7 billion offer to buy GVT,
the Brazilian telecoms
company owned by Vivendi,
five years after being
outmanoeuvred by its French
rival in its first attempt to
acquire the business. The offer
came out of the blue and
forced Vivendi executives to
dial in to a conference call
from their holidays. Page 39
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Peter Sands, the chief
executive of Standard
Chartered, will face
shareholders agitating for
change at the top. Analysts
are calling for new austerity
measures from the bank,

which has already warned of
a 20 per cent slide in pre-tax
profits from the $4.09 billion
reported last time, when it
releases first-half figures. The
focus will be on Mr Sands and
his chairman, Sir John Peace.

The day ahead

Graph of the day
The number of claims of
workplace sex discrimination
rose last year, after tailing off
after the financial crisis.
A woman won compensation
of almost £30,000 yesterday
after her boss referred to her
as “proper top totty”

Source: Tribunals Service
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Company Change

Flowgroup Arden says “buy” 9.7%
Imagination Tech Liberum is bullish 4.9%
Weir Apush by RBC Capital Markets 2.0%
Intertek Numis upgrades 1.8%
Standard Life Higher sales 1.5%
Royal Mail Caution from Credit Suisse -3.6%
Meggitt Hit by strong sterling -4.7%
Afren Continuing concerns about an internal investigation -8.3%
Avocet Mining Cuts annual production targets -14.1%
TClarke A sharp fall in profits and dividend -25.3%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure

Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Aggreko (utilities HY) £132m (£146m) 9.38p p Oct 3
Avocet Mining (resources HY) -$46m (-$65.6m) 0c
Clarke (construction HY) £0.2m (£0.8m) 0.5p p Oct 10
Dragon Oil (resources HY) $394m ($329.8m) 20c p Sep 15
Genel Energy (resources HY) £70.7m (£109.1m) 0p
Fresnillo (resources HY) $208.2m ($249.8m) 5c p Sep 11
Inmarsat (telecoms HY) $168.3m ($185.5m) 18.68c p Oct 24
LSL (property HY) £31.4m (£8.4m) 4p p Sep 9
Meggitt (engineering HY) £98.2m (£122.4m) 4.25p p Oct 3
Novae Group (finance HY) £22.6m (£11.8m) 6.6p p Oct 1
Rex Bionics (technology HY) -£1.2m (-£75,000) 0p
Rotork (engineering HY) £61.5m (£363.6m) 19.2p p Sep 26
SDL (technology HY) £3.1m (-£2.3m) 0p
Share (finance HY) £761m (£693m) 0p
Standard Life (finance HY) £339m (£304m) 5.6p p Oct 21
Vernalis (health HY) -£5.5m (-£2.6m) 0p

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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Bank faces growing pressure to allow Chinese lenders to open in City

Pressure is growing on the Bank of En-
gland tohandat least oneChinesebank
a licence to open a City trading arm
to avoid embarrassment for George
Osborne before talks next month with
leading economic officials from China.
The Bank’s Prudential Regulation

Authority is understood to have re-
ceivedhalf adozenapplications fromfi-
nancial institutions, including Bank of
China and Industrial and Commercial
Bank of China, to open branches here.
With only weeks to go until the next

UK-China Economic Financial Dia-

logue, regulatorshaveyet togiveanyap-
provals because itwants to avoid claims
Chinese banks have been given prefer-
ential access to the City of London.
Pressure on the PRA to approve at

least one application before the meet-
ing next month is mounting and the
Treasury is desperate to show progress
to its Chinese counterparts, an insider
said. Setting up branches in London is a
crucial part of Chinese plans to con-
tinue the internationalisation of its
financial system and the development
of the yuan as a global currency.
“If nothing happens in the next

month, some people will be surprised

and disappointed,” Jan Putnis, the fi-
nancial regulation partner at Slaughter
and May, the law firm, said. “The PRA
will wish to understand the business to
be carried out by the branch and to be
reassured that the branch will receive
sufficient support from the Chinese
bank, particularly in a crisis.”
At present, China’s big four banks —

Bank of China, China Construction
Bank, ICBC and Agricultural Bank of
China — operate in the UK through
subsidiaries. All are understood to have
applied to open branches.
Working through a subsidiary is ex-

pensive as it forces banks tohold capital

in Britain and means that they are di-
rectly regulated by the UK authorities.
A branch effectively allows a bank to
move money as it sees fit and gives the
local division access to its parent’s bal-
ance sheet, greatlyexpanding the range
and scale of services that it can offer.
Most big international banks with

London divisions operate through a
combination of branch and subsidiary.
However, regulatorshavebeenpushing
themtodomorebusiness through their
subsidiaries since the collapse of Leh-
man Brothers, when the US bank left
European creditors out of pocket when
capital was withdrawn from its London

branch days before the Wall Street
bank filed for bankruptcy.
MrOsborne faced accusations at the

time of his announcement lastOctober
that his decision to allow Chinese
banks to open UK branches amounted
to favouritism. The chancellor said the
relaxation of rules would allow China’s
banks to “significantly scaleup their ac-
tivity in the UK”. Andrew Tyrie, the
chairman of the Treasury select com-
mittee, has received assurances from
the PRA that banks would not be al-
lowed to open branches without strong
commitments from the Chinese about
their support for these operations.

Harry Wilson City Editor

RICHARD YOUNG/REX FEATURES ;RICK DIAMOND/GETTY IMAGES FOR BET

That wasn’t it, admits
Coke in recipe U-turn

D
ear Coca-
Cola, next
time you
think of
changing the

ingredients in one of
your most popular
drinks, you might want
to taste it first.”

Customer reaction to a
new recipe for Coke’s
Vitaminwater has been
so bad the company has
bowed to demand to
switch back (Alexandra
Frean writes).
The U-turn came just

months after the
Atlanta-based company
changed the sweetener
in the drink to a mix of
sugar and stevia, a low-
calorie sweetener with a
metallic aftertaste, from
the original sugar and
crystalline fructose.
Customers reacted as

bitterly as stevia is
alleged to taste.

“Terrible,” said many.
“I am miserable and
cannot remove the
disgusting chemical
taste of stevia from my
mouth” a former fan
complained.
Coke admitted “our

fans haven’t had the
greatest things to say
about it. So we’re
changing back to the
taste you know and
love.” The original
version will start
reappearing on
shelves this
autumn.
Coke’s

decision to
introduce
stevia into
Vitaminwat
er came
after its
sales fell by
18 per cent in
2013, says
Beverage
Digest, an
industry tracker.
Having to

backtrack is an
embarrassment
for Coke, which
has announced

plans to introduce a
stevia-sweetened version
of its flagship drink, to
be called Coca-Cola Life,
in the US and Britain in
September. The product
has already been made
available in Argentina.
“With Coca-Cola Life,

we have innovated to
provide consumers with
a new option with fewer
calories,” James
Quincey, president of
Coca-Cola Europe, said.
Its launch was the

latest in a series of
initiatives to promote
wellbeing and address
obesity in the UK “by
providing consumers
with beverages for every
lifestyle and occasion”.

While US sales have
been falling for more
than ten years, Coke
has always been
able to rely on
overseas sales
for growth.
Now, however,

the pace of global
soda sales has
been in decline for
three years in a
row, according to
The Wall Street
Journal. This is
adding to the pressure
for the company to
refocus on North
America, where it has
shaken up management
and boosted marketing.
Rob Frankel, an

independent branding
expert, said Coke’s
response to complaints
meant that the episode
was unlikely to do
serious long-term harm.

Shoppers profit as
store wars push
food prices down
Food prices rose at the slowest pace on
record last month as the supermarket
battle for shoppers intensified, accord-
ing to the British Retail Consortium.
The inflation rate fell to only 0.3 per

cent in the year to June as the discount-
ing between supermarkets worked its
way through to customers’ pockets.
“The lowest ever recorded food infla-

tion will be particularly welcomed by
the lowest-income households, who

typically spend around a third of their
expenditure on food,” Helen Dickin-
son, director-general of the BRC, said.
Shop prices including non-food

items such as clothes, have been falling
for 15 months. Slowing food inflation,
though, pushed the BRC’s shop price
index to its lowest level since it was
launched in December 2006. In the
year to July, prices fell 1.9 per cent.
The figures provided further evi-

dence that the price war between Brit-
ish supermarkets and the German dis-

counters Aldi and Lidl is providing a
windfall for shoppers. Between June
and July, food prices fell 0.7 per cent.
Staples such as bread and cereals,

meat, vegetables and fruit saw price
cuts or just small increases in July. “The
more affordable products have gener-
ated greater volumes than the others,
creating some overall downwards price
pressure,” the BRC said.
WmMorrison cut prices by an aver-

age of 17 per cent across 1,200 products
at the beginning of May as part of a
£300 million investment. Tesco, Sains-
bury’s andAsda respondedwith similar
price promises as they fought to keep
the discounters at bay.
The slowdown in prices of essentials

over recent months has been in con-
trast to this time last year, when they
were rising at about 4 per cent.
According to the Office for National

Statistics,whichmeasures inflationdif-
ferently from the BRC, food prices fell
for the first time in eight years in May.
The official consumer prices index of

inflation, which includes energy and
transport costs, was 1.9 per cent in June.
Mike Watkins, the head of retailer

andbusiness insight atNielsen, the sur-
vey compiler, said: “There is very little

food inflation at the moment and this
looks set to continue over the summer.
Manysupermarketsare reducingprices
across ambient and seasonal fresh
foods, which is helping shoppers make
further savings on household bills.”
Clothes prices continued to fall, al-

though the annual rate of decline fell
from13.7 per cent in June to 11.2 per cent
in July. In furniture and floor coverings,
prices fell by 2.7 per cent, faster than
June’s 1.5 per cent fall.
Electricals deflation accelerated

from4per cent to 5 per cent,DIYprices
fell 1.2 per cent, and books and home
entertainment prices were flat.
A separate survey fromBDO, the ac-

countant, showed that the price war
was luring shoppers out of their homes.
Like-for-like sales on the high street
rose 1.7 per cent last month compared
with the previous year, and online sales
rose 31.5 per cent.High street sales have
grown for five months running. If they
keep it up in August, it will be the first
six-month growth stretch since 2010.

Philip Aldrick

Guinness
sees the light
in America

Guinness is
trying to win
over US beer

drinkers and revive
falling sales with the
release of a lager in
America (Alexandra
Frean writes).
Diageo said that

Guinness Blonde
American Lager
would combine
European and
American brewing to
deliver a floral, hoppy
aroma with
traditional Guinness
yeast, which is being
imported from
Ireland to the US for
the first time.
“The American

lager is twice as
smooth, half as bitter
and 80 per cent
lighter in colour than
Guinness draught,”
the company said.
It is not the first

time that Guinness
has tried a light beer
in the US. In 1988 it
introduced a lager
called Guinness Gold,
but it failed to catch
on and was axed in
1993 amid fears that it
was undermining the
original Guinness
brand. In 2011 it
released its Black
Lager. Sales have not
been as high as the
company hoped.

6 Coca-Cola backtracked
after the introduction of
New Coke in 1985, which
had a change in formula
and flopped. The
reintroduction of the
original formula,
rebranded Coca-Cola
Classic, led to a surge in
sales.
6Heinz introduced
green ketchup in 2000.
That lasted six years.
6 In 1993, Miller stopped
brewing Miller Clear, the
first colourless beer.
Pepsi tried something
similar in 1992, with
Crystal Pepsi.
6 Flora withdrew a new
recipe for its margarine
in 2003 after complaints.
6 Twinings changed its
Earl Grey to add more
lemon and “an extra hint
of bergamot” in 2011.

Recipes for disaster

Paris Hilton
promoted
Vitaminwater;
below, rapper
50 Cent was
given a stake
in the brand
in a deal with
Coca-Cola

“Sprouts still give me wind”
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The boss of InterContinental Hotels
Group yesterday gave short shrift to at-
tempts by an activist investor to put the
world’s biggest hotel company in play,
insisting he had no plans to abandon
the established strategy.
Richard Solomons, chief executive of

IHG, dismissed Marcato Capital Man-
agement, a San Francisco-based firm
with a stake of about 4 per cent, as “just
another shareholder” and would not
take up its offer to “engage in direct dia-
logue” over merger opportunities.
He admitted that Paul Edgecliffe-

Johnson, chief financial officer, had
met Marcato but in a thinly veiled put-
down, added: “We meet all our major
shareholders in the cycle. We run the
company on behalf of all shareholders,
not for just one.”
MrSolomons refused tocommenton

a recent £6 billion bid approach, be-
lieved to have been from Wyndham
Worldwide, its US rival.
In the sixmonths to June 30, theHol-

iday InnandCrownePlazaoperator re-
ported an 8 per cent fall in operating
profits to $310 million, although on an
underlying basis, excluding disposals,
currency fluctuations and other one-
offs, profits rose by 6 per cent.
Thedecision to raise the interimdivi-

dend by 9 per cent to $0.25, before the
6 per cent profit increase, was seen by
some as an attempt to persuade share-
holders to keep faith with the present
regime rather than backing Marcato.
MrSolomons insisted it simply refected
confidence in IHG’s prospects.

Miners risk
all in Java’s
volcanoes

W
orkers in
highly
toxic
sulphur
mines

breathe in noxious gases
as they carry loads of as
much as 70kg up steep
quarry walls.
The men work in Ijen,

a supervolcanic range in
East Java, Indonesia.
They have a short life
expectancy because of
the hardship they
endure. Many of them
work shirtless and have
huge growths on their
back from the loads.
The photographer

Brad Ambrose took the
pictures while trekking.
“The majority are
working with no masks
to filter out the deadly
gases. Even though we
each used a gas filter set,
we could still taste the
gas,” he said.

Services sector powers ahead and
suggests Bank needs to act soon
Britain’s powerhouse services sector
expanded at its fastest pace in eight
months in July, puttinganearly interest
rate rise back on the table and signal-
ling a strong start to the third quarter.
The pound bounced back from its

recent dip, rising by 0.12 per cent to
$1.6885, as economists claimed the per-
formance underlined the case for a rate
rise in November.
The purchasing managers’ index for

services rose in July from57.7 to59.1, the
highest reading since last November
and better than forecasts for 57.9. Any
figure above 50 indicates expansion.
New work, client confidence and de-

mand in the UK and overseas were all
up last month, the survey found, while
backlogs of work were at their highest
point since January. Confidence, how-
ever, was at its lowest for eight months
—but still far abovehistorical averages.
With all last month’s PMIs now pub-

lished, after manufacturing and con-
struction, Chris Williamson, the chief
economist atMarkit, the survey compi-

ler, said that the UK was set to grow by
0.8 per cent in the threemonths to Sep-
tember, as it did in the first twoquarters.
“The growth surge in the UK economy
shows no signs of abating,” he said. The
all-sector PMI rose to 59.1, the strong-
est level since April. Economists said
that the reading was likely to revive
speculation that the Bank of England

would raise rates inNovember,with the
first split on the nine-strong Monetary
Policy Committee possible when it
votes tomorrow.
Samuel Tombs, UK economist at

Capital Economics, said: “At the mar-
gin, the pick-up in the composite PMI
increases the chances that the MPC
raises interest rates before the end of
the year and may even produce a split
interest rate vote on Thursday for the
first time since July 2011.”
Services accounts for three quarters

of UK output. The composite survey
also pointed again to strong jobs
growth, which could drive unemploy-
ment below6per cent from6.5 per cent
far earlier than expected.
“Companies took on near-record

numbers of extra staff to meet the in-
crease in new business. The rate of job
creation signalled by the three PMI
surveys eased from June’s all-time high
but remained consistent with about
100,000 jobs being created by the pri-
vate sector inJuly,”MrWilliamsonsaid.
Britain’s booming recovery was in

marked contrast to that of the euro-

zone, which showed signs of slow im-
provement lastmonthbutwas still con-
tending with high unemployment, the
threat of deflation andmounting prob-
lems in France, the region’s second-
largest economy.
The composite PMI for Julywas 53.8,

up from 52.8 in June. Like the UK, ser-
vices drove the improvement, with the
monthly reading rising from 52.8 to
54.2. Unlike theUK, though, the recov-
ery is scarcely feeding through to jobs.
The eurozone headcount barely in-

creased as the composite employment
indexnudgedup to 51.0 from50.7, albeit
the highest since September 2011.
Output in the area grew at its strong-

est pace for three months, buoyed by
Germany and Spain, both with all-
sector readings of 55.7. France im-
proved but was still seen as contracting
with an all-sector PMI of 49.4.
Michael Pearce, of Capital Econom-

ics, claimed that the economic indica-
tors pointed to a slowdown in retail
spending in the coming months, as the
broader recovery “has failed to gather
pace”.

Shadow rate-setters swing in favour of increase now
Voting onThe Times shadowmonetary
policy committee swung in favour of
raising interest rates this month.
With thepaceof the recoverypicking

up, sixmembers decided that an imme-
diate rate rise was warranted — one
more than last month. Three voted for
policy to be left unchanged.
The split would have been even

greater had SushilWadhwani, the chief
executive ofWadhwani AssetManage-
ment, not reversed his July call for a
rise.He changedhismind, because “the
outturn for wage growth was more be-
nign than I expected”.
Sir John Gieve, a former deputy gov-

ernor of the Bank of England, and

BronwynCurtis, a former head of glob-
al research at HSBC, joined the hawks
voting for a quarter-point increase.
The shift in opinion comes before to-

morrow’s official decision by the Bank’s
monetary policy committee.
So far, all nine members of the MPC

have voted to leave rates and quantita-
tive easing on hold for 13 consecutive
months. However,markets believe that

the first rate increase could come in
November and that the first dissenting
voice might be heard this month.
On the shadowMPC, Sir Steve Rob-

son, a former second permanent secre-
tary to the Treasury, Rupert Pennant-
Rea, the chairman of Royal London
Group, and Michael Saunders, the UK
economistatCitigroup,all voted toraise
rates to0.75per cent.AndrewSentance,
a senior adviser to PwC and a former
member of the MPC, repeated his call
for an immediate increase to 1 per cent.
Sir John said he did not expect the

MPC to move this month but that he
believed it “would be helpful in prepar-
ing markets” by signalling that a rise
was imminent. “So I would start voting
for an increase thismonth in the expec-

tation that, if the economy continues
on its current course, rates will change
in November when the Bank does its
next forecast.”
Ms Curtis said that it was “time for

less talk and more action”. She said:
“The fear that consumers will cut
spending to pay their mortgages and
curtail the growth is probably over-
done, as they are well aware that rates
will go up at some point in the next 18
months. The longerwe allow this ultra-
loose stance to continue, the harder it
will be to take it away.”
Geoff Dicks, a formermember of the

Office for Budget Responsibility, voted
for no change, saying: “Unless anduntil
sterling starts to fall, Iwouldbe inclined
to leave policy on hold.”

IHGrefuses
to put hotels
up for grabs
Dominic Walsh

Philip Aldrick, Alex Ralph

Philip Aldrick Economics Editor

While Britain is booming, the French
economy is blighted by unemployment

BRADLEY AMBROSE/CATERS

21st Century Fox, the entertainment
conglomerate run by RupertMurdoch,
has abandoned its $80 billion bid for
Time Warner, saying that to pursue a
higher offer would not deliver value for
its shareholders.
In a statement last night, Mr Mur-

doch said his offer had strategic merit
and compelling financial rationale, but
he repeated his previously stated inten-
tion not to pursue it “at all costs”.
“Time Warner management and its

board refused to engage with us to ex-
plore an offer which was highly com-
pelling. Additionally, the reaction in
our share price since our proposal was
madeundervaluesour stockandmakes
the transaction unattractive to Fox
shareholders,” he said.
“These factors, coupled with our

commitment to be both disciplined in
our approach to the combination and
focused on delivering value for the Fox
shareholders, has led us to withdraw
our offer.”
Shares of Fox jumped 7.7 per cent in

after-hours trading, while TimeWarn-
er shares fell 11 per cent.
In its announcement 21st Century

Fox said its board had authorised a
$6 billion share buyback programme.
It emerged last month that 21st

Century Fox had offered $86 a share in
cash and shares for its rival, but the ap-
proach was rejected by Time Warner’s
board as “not in their best interests”.
The deal would have represented the

biggest media takeover since the dot-
com boom. Both companies are sched-
uled to report earnings today.

Fox abandons
$80bn bid for
Time Warner
Alexandra Frean Washington
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Complacency
puts world in
danger, warn
economists
Philip Aldrick Economics Editor

Complacency about the risks of an oil
price shock, a fresh eurozone crisis, pol-
itical conflict and the Chinese financial
sector are tipping theworld into “a very
dangerous place”, a leading economics
consultancy has warned.
Fathom Consulting said the world

was facing a “Minsky moment” when
markets collapse after an extended
period of speculation, a term invented
by Paul McCulley, an economist and
managingdirector ofPimco todescribe
the Russian financial crisis of 1998 and
named after the economist Hyman
Minsky. Two former Bank of England
policymakers shared Fathom’s con-
cerns, saying that markets had over-
reached and faced a “nasty” correction.
Fathom, which is run by ex-Bank

economists, setoutanumberof reasons
they believe global markets were in the
grip of anunsustainable bubble. It com-
pared present investor exuberance and
the lack of concern among policymak-
ers to the early days of the US sub-
prime mortgage crisis in 2006 that
foreshadowed the global recession.
Were oil prices to rise from $105 to

$150 a barrel, it would knock 2 percent-
age points off Chinese growth and hit
America, Fathom warned. Non-per-
forming loans in the Chinese banking
system were about 17 per cent, not the
near-zero official rate, it estimated.
Europewas likely to drop into deflation
within a year.
Fathom cited low levels of volatility

as evidence of complacency. Danny
Gabay, a director, said: “There is no in-
surance on the table at all — not in oil,
not incorporate spreads, notanywhere.
That’s a very dangerous place to be.”
His concerns were echoed by

CharlesGoodhart, a former rate-setter,
who said at Fathom’s Monetary Policy
Forum event: “There is a danger that
developed world investors have got
themselves out on a limb on the as-
sumption that volatility will stay low.
When that changes, life can get very
nasty. It’s the Minsky thesis.”
Fathom’s analysis pickedupona sim-

ilar warning from the Bank for Inter-
national Settlements, which said in
June that markets had become de-
tached from reality partly because of
central banks’ ultra-low interest rate
policies. Investorshavedrivenupprices
in financialmarkets as theywere flood-
ed with cheap money through quanti-
tative easing andas they sought returns
in a world where interest rates have
been lower than inflation.

Andrew Sentance

August is normally a
quiet month for the
economy and the
financial markets.
However, it is an

important month for the Bank of
England Monetary Policy Committee.
In August the MPC updates its

assessment of the UK economy and
publishes its quarterly Inflation
Report. Based on the 17-year history
of the MPC, an interest rate change in
August is more likely in than most
other months.
Since 1997, when the MPC was

established, February and November
have had the most interest rate
changes. However, August is the third
most popular month for changing the
Bank rate. Out of the 46 rate changes
made by the MPC, half (23) have been
made in Inflation Report months.
The big issue on the MPC agenda is

when to start raising interest rates
from the historically low level
established in March 2009. Looking
at the economic indicators, we are
worlds away from the situation we
faced then, in the depths of the global
financial crisis.
Economic growth over the past

year has been more than 3 per cent
and GDP is above the peak of the
previous cycle in 2008. The UK
economy is producing more than it
has done at any other point in history.
Unemployment is falling fast. At
6.5 per cent of the workforce, it is
well down on the peak we saw in
late 2011 and below the average
unemployment rate for the past 25
years, which is 7 per cent.
So why are we waiting for the first

rise in UK interest rates when we are
into the sixth year of economic
recovery and the emergency
conditions that prompted a reduction
of the official Bank rate to 0.5 per
cent have long passed? Five main
arguments appear to be holding back
the MPC from action, but none of
them really stacks up in the face of
the evidence.
The first argument is that although

growth has recovered, it is still uneven
and unbalanced. Second-quarter GDP
figures seem to have put paid to that
notion. In the second quarter we saw
the sixth successive quarterly growth
rate of 0.5 per cent or above, the first
time that that has happened in more
than ten years. GDP is growing at
0.8 per cent a quarter, equivalent to
more than 3 per cent a year.

The UK will be top of the G7
growth league table this year, which
reflects impressive GDP growth in
the post-crisis “New Normal”
economy. All the main sectors of the
economy — manufacturing, services
and construction — are experiencing
healthy economic growth.
A second argument is that there is

still plenty of spare capacity in the
economy to absorb future growth and
curb inflationary pressures. Again,
this view is contradicted by the
evidence.
This year the British Chambers of

Commerce is reporting the highest
number of companies working above
normal capacity in manufacturing
and services than we have seen
since its survey began in 1989.
Unemployment is also much lower
than at the equivalent stages of the
1980s and 1990s recoveries.
A lack of inflationary pressures is a

third reason given for delaying a rise
in interest rates. The Bank of England
inflation target is 2 per cent and, at
present, inflation stands at 1.9 per
cent. That would all be fine if interest
rates were at somewhere close to a
“normal” level. We could then be
comfortable that interest rates and
inflation were well aligned and hence
no need to adjust monetary policy.
However, the official Bank rate is at

an abnormally low level — lower
even than in the Great Depression of
the 1930s. By delaying the first rise in
interest rates from the 2009
emergency level until inflation is a
real and present danger, we are likely
to need a much bigger rate increase
than the economy can sustain.
If the MPC wants to raise interest

rates gradually — which surely is the
right policy — it should start sooner
rather than later to avoid a sharp and
sudden rise in borrowing costs.
A fourth argument that has been

made for delaying interest rate rises is
that borrowers — in business and
among the public — still have
excessive levels of debt and could be
pushed over the edge by the first rise
in interest rates.
However, borrowers have had more

than five years to adjust their finances
in the aftermath of the financial crisis.
Savers are very important to the
economy too, but they have had to
put up with a prolonged period of low
returns. Monetary policy should be
set to reflect the needs of the
economy more generally, not driven
by a specific interest group.
The final issue that seems to be

worrying the MPC is the value of the
pound. Sterling fell sharply in the
aftermath of the financial crisis but is
recovering. Yet it is still about 10 per

cent below its average 1980-2007
value against the dollar, the euro and
our other trading partners. Exporters
have benefited from a highly
competitive pound in recent years,
but consumers have suffered as
import prices have risen sharply.
A rising pound is a reflection of our

economic success and, as long as
sterling does not become excessively
strong, that is not a reason for
delaying a gradual and modest rise in
interest rates.
There is a history of episodes when

interest rate rises were delayed too
long — and then the resulting
increase had severe consequences for
the economy. That is what happened
between 1986 and 1989 in Britain (the
“Lawson boom”) and also in the
United States in the early 2000s.
In the US, rates rose from 1 per cent

to 5.25 per cent between late 2004
and 2006, contributing to the
financial stresses
that led to fuelling
the global financial
crisis. Let’s not make
the same mistake
again.

Andrew Sentance is
senior economic adviser at PwC and a
former member of the Bank of England
Monetary Policy Committee

‘‘

’’

History is full of the dire results of putting
off a decision on rate rises until too late

The official Bank
rate is at an
abnormally low
level — lower
even than in the
Great Depression
of the 1930s
when evictions
like this one in
Chelsea were
commonplace
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‘The UK
economy is
producing
more than
it has done
at any
other point
in history’
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Urban Exposure
drops £500m float

Urban Exposure is the latest company
to abandon its plans to go public, pull-
ing out of its planned £500million float
becauseof themixed fortunesofgroups
that have listed recently.
The group, which lendsmoney to the

residential mortgage market and was
set up in 2002 by Randeesh Sandhu, a
former Deutsche Bank analyst, had
planned to raise the funds to pump
money intohousingprojects inLondon
and the southeast.
It said yesterday that its decision was

“due to the prevailing IPO backdrop”,
but added that it had received an “en-
couraging response” from prospective
investors and was involved in discus-
sions with several of them to provide
private funding to the group.
UrbanExposure,which started life as

a developer before switching to focus
on corporate lending in 2009, said that
itwould continue todeploy its £3billion
pipeline of development, which would
be funded through its existing private
financing arrangements. In recent
years, it has capitalised on the high-
street banks’ unwillingness to lend to
small and medium-sized businesses.
“The group is well placed to build on

the strong track record it has estab-
lishedwithin the residential-led real es-
tate development loansmarket,”Urban
Exposure said.
It is not the first company this year to

go back on plans to float in the face of
difficult conditions and is the second
property group to do so in a week.
Clipstone Logistics, a real estate in-

vestment trust, said last week that it
was postponing its £140 million initial
public offering because of the summer
market slowdown and, in June, Bran-
deaux, a property fund manager,
ditched plans to float Liberty Living, a
student digs operator, citing “adverse
public market conditions”.
Wizz Air, the Hungarian budget air-

line, and Fat Face, the retailer, also
pulled out of their plans to float this
year. The latter had hoped to raise
about £110 million.
The London initial public offerings

market rebounded last year after being
hit hard following the 2008 financial
crisis. Nearly 80 companies floated in
the first six months of the year.
AlexTamlyn, apartner atDLAPiper,

the law firm, said: “We’ve seen a very
vigorous market in the last seven
months and there has to come a point
where there is not the same amount of
money available, and we also have to
come to a point where investors are
weighted inaparticular sector and they
feel to take further investments in the
sector would be inappropriate.
“However, at the same time there are

new funds being raised and the coffers
are being replenished, so it wouldn’t be
right to say that new property compa-
nies don’t have a chance to float
successfully.”

Robotic legs are calling for
Crispin Simon, an old hand
in the healthcare industry.

The former Biocompatibles chief
executive has been recruited to run
Rex Bionics, a developer of a
contraption that allows paraplegics
to walk by wiggling a joystick.
Rex, which was founded in

New Zealand, joined the London
stock market this year with a
capitalisation of £26 million. The
company is chaired by Jeremy
Curnock Cook, who worked with
Mr Simon at Biocompatibles.
Educated at Westminster School

and Oxford, Mr Simon
worked at McKinsey early
in his career where he was
a peer of William Hague,
the former foreign
secretary. His new job
marks a return to the
medical industry after a
spell banging the drum for

at UKTrade
&Investment.

Business big shot

name crispin
simon
age 56
position
chief
executive,
rex bionics

easy does it as stelios
takes on estate agents
Most normal people would
doubtless agree that the last thing
Britain needs is another estate
agent. Not Sir Stelios Haji-Ioannou,
below. The tycoon reckons the
estate agency model is broken and
wants to “instigate a property
evolution” akin to what he achieved
in travel when he founded easyJet.
No prizes for guessing his new

venture’s name. His online
easyProperty platform will offer a
“pick and mix” range of services
such as viewings, photographs,
deposit handling and tenancy
agreements. Initially it will deal
only with lettings but, as ever with
Stelios, the sky is the limit.

supermarket sweep
A brief flurry of excitement over
WmMorrison yesterday after two
filings appearing to show the trustees
of the founding family selling a
£55 million stake in the grocer,
only to buy back the stake on
the same day. Alas, there is
nothing to be gleaned on the
family’s rumoured interest in
taking the company private.
“There have been no share
purchases or sales,” soothes
a spokesman. “The
announcements
were from a

change in the trustees of one of the
family settlements.” Shame.

roaring ahead
It’s full steam ahead for Leon, the
healthy fast-food chain founded a
decade ago by Henry Dimbleby and
John Vincent. The duo, who a
couple of years ago became
involved in government initiatives
to improve school dinners, have 18
outlets, but that will more than
double as five sites come on stream
this year and 16 more next year.
Mr Vincent, who says the group

is also “actively looking” at
potential sites in two US cities, has
taken on the role of chief executive
to lead the push, although he
dismisses any suggestion that his
co-founder (son of David, in case
you were wondering) is stepping
back: “Henry is focusing on next-
stage opportunities for Leon and I
am being the sergeant major.”

not sitting back
Expansion is also on the menu for
Loungers. The Bristol-based group
will open its 50th unit today, in the
Oxfordshire town of Witney, and
Alex Reilley, its co-founder, admits
the landmark is “way, way, way
beyond what we dared to dream
back in 2002”. He’s not stopping
there, though. “Our next great
challenge is to reach 100 sites.”

CITY PEOPLE
The feuds, the faces and the farcical
Dominic Walsh @walshdominic
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Crédit Agricole
loses €708m on
Espírito Santo
Crédit Agricole claimed yesterday that
it had been cheated by the dynasty that
ran Banco Espírito Santo as it took a
€708 million writedown on its stake in
the Portuguese bank.
The third-biggest listedFrenchbank,

whose profits were all but wiped out by
the scandal, threatened to join legal
action against the Espírito Santo
family.
Themove came after the Portuguese

government announced a €4.9 billion
(£3.9 billion) rescue of the bank.
Crédit Agricole said yesterday that

the value of its 14.6 per cent stake in the
Portuguese bank had been reduced to
nothing as a result of the rescue.
Jean-Paul Chifflet, Crédit Agricole’s

chief executive, blamed the fiasco on
the dynasty that controlled Banco
Espírito Santo for 140 years.
“Today [Crédit Agricole] must deal

with the issues specific to the Espírito
Santo family andwhich took place out-
side the sphere of the bank’s corporate
governanceandwhichwereunknown,”
he said.
“We can only regret having been

cheated by the familywithwhichCréd-
it Agricole was trying to create a true
partnership to build the biggest private
bank in Portugal.”
Mr Chifflet said that Crédit Agricole

would support legal action by Banco
Espírito Santo’s new management.
Crédit Agricole reported a €17 mil-

lion second-quarter profit, down from
€696 million for the same period last
year. The hit included €502 million in
connectionwith BancoEspírito Santo’s
losses and a €206 million impairment
charge on the value of its stake.
The bank’s first-half profit was down

by 24 per cent at €885 million com-
pared with a year earlier.
However, its investors expressed re-

lief at the end of the uncertainty.
“Taking the Banco Espírito Santo

linkaway is apositive.The issuewill not
drag on for Crédit Agricole,” Société
Générale analysts said in a note.
Under the rescue package, Banco

Espírito Santo, which reported a

€3.58 billion loss last week, is to be
divided into good and bad banks.
The good division, called Novo Ban-

co, will be controlled by the Resolution
Fund for Portuguese banks and receive
a €4.9 billion cash injection.
The bad arm, which will take on the

toxic assets, will remain in the hands of
the bank’s shareholders, including
Crédit Agricole, which must “assume
losses” resulting from their failure to
“adequately” control the bank, accord-
ing to the Portuguese finance ministry.
Crédit Agricole’s writedown came as

it recovered from disastrous invest-
ments in Greece and Spain before the
European sovereign debt crisis.
Mr Chifflet insisted that the outlook

for Crédit Agricole was bright, with
second-quarter profits rising by 46 per
cent once the charge relating to Banco
Espírito Santo had been excluded. He

said his bank was on course to meet its
goal of a 60 per cent rise in net profit
over the next two years.
However, CréditAgricole has started

discussionswithAmerican prosecutors
over claims that it had brokenUS sanc-
tions.
Mr Chifflet said the bank had sub-

mitted evidence to the Justice Depart-
ment after ordering an internal audit of
operations that may have breached
American law.
The move comes after BNP Paribas,

the biggest French bank, agreed to pay
a record fine of $8.97 billion.
Mr Chifflet dismissed fears that

Crédit Agricole might have to pay a
similar fine, saying the two cases had
“nothing in common”.
Crédit Agricole has set aside €1.1 bil-

lion to cover litigation costs but has no
specific provision for the alleged sanc-
tions-busting case.

Adam Sage Paris

Moody’s downgrades UK banking
sector over new rules for bailouts
Britain’s plans to make bondholders
bear the cost of bailing out a failing
lender has led Moody’s to downgrade
its outlook on the UK banking sector.
The rating agency said that it had

changed its outlook for the UK finan-
cial system from “stable” to “negative”,
citing new rules such as creditor bail-in
and the planned ring-fencing of retail
and investment banking.
It warned that these increased the

likelihoodof greater losses for investors
owning the bonds of UK banks.
Banks areworking through thedetail

of the regulation that is part of a wider
attempt by the authorities to ensure
that the taxpayer does not pick up the
bill in the event of a bank getting into
trouble.
In the financial crisis of 2008, the

state was forced to provide more than

£60billion in direct support to HBOS
and Royal Bank of Scotland as they
came close to collapse, as well as hun-
dreds of billions of pounds in taxpayer-
guaranteed loans and loss insurance.
Under the incoming credit bail-in re-

gime, bondholders would be the first in
line, after shareholders, to take any
losses. Moody’s said the reformsmeant
that its assumption of government
support for UK banks would decline
and that, despite improvements in the
financial stability and profitability of
Britain’s biggest lenders, it had a long-
term “negative outlook” for the sector.
Carlos Suarez Duarte, a senior ana-

lyst at Moody’s, said: “The key
driver of the change in out-
look is that theUKgovern-

ment is now able to finalise the second-
ary legislation to implement the struc-
tural reforms relating to the UK
resolution and bail-in regime and the
related ring-fencing framework.”
The downgrade follows awarning on

Monday fromDouglas Flint, the chair-
man of HSBC, that banks were facing
an“unprecedented” regulatoryburden.

Mr Flint has written to Ge-
orge Osborne to ask for an
extension to the 2019 dead-
line toput inplace thering-
fence. In his letter, he said
that bankswere concerned
that an inquiry by the Com-
petition and Markets

Authority into the cur-
rent account and
small business
banking sector
could add to un-
certainty.

Harry Wilson

Tougher regulations ‘may
just create different risks’

Tougher bank regulation may be put-
ting the economy under greater threat
by pushing risk outside the system, the
BankofEngland’s chief economist says.
Andy Haldane said regulators might

have to becomemore active tomanage
the risks in “non-banks”, such as insur-
ers, hedge funds and pension funds.
The Bank has grown more con-

cerned about the migration of risk to
areas where regulators have less expe-
rience and fewer powers. As risk gath-
ers in investment funds, Mr Haldane
said there could bebigger andmore fre-
quent swings in asset prices that cause
severe economic damage.
“Financial activity will migrate out-

side the banking system,” he wrote in
Central Banking Journal. “With more
risk residing on non-bank balance
sheets that are marked to market, it is

possible that cycles in financial assets
would be amplified, not dampened, rel-
ative to the old world. Their transmis-
sion to the wider economymay also be
more potent and frequent.
“It is likely that regulatory policy

would need to be in a constant state of
alert for risks emerging in the financial
shadows,whichcould tripupregulators
and the financial system. In other
words, regulatory fine-tuning could be-
come the rule, not the exception.”
His remarks followed similar com-

ments by Sir Jon Cunliffe, the deputy
governor for financial stability.
Regulators are often criticised for

fighting the last war as new dangers
emerge, and Mr Haldane said the big-
ger risk was less a repeat of the “credit
and maturity mismatch risk” in the
system and more that it would “metas-
tasise intomarket and illiquidity risk on
the balance sheets of non-banks”.

PhilipAldrick

Douglas Flint has
expressed concerns
to George Osborne

‘We can only regret
having been cheated by
the family with which
we were trying to create
a true partnership’

Public ban on high-risk coco bonds
Harry Wilson

Retail investors should be prevented
from buying “highly risky” bonds that
have been sold by lenders to boost their
finances if they fall into difficulties, the
Financial Conduct Authority believes.
It has barred the sale of contingent

convertible bonds (cocos) that convert
to shares if a bank’s capital falls below a
trigger point, saying they are too dan-
gerous for ordinary savers.
Officials at the FCA have used new

powers allowing them to ban tempora-
rily thedistributionof cocos to themass
marketwhile it consultson longer-term
rules.
ChristopherWoolard, the director of

policy, risk and research at the regula-
tor, said: “In a low interest rate environ-
mentmany investorsmight be tempted
by cocosofferinghighheadline returns.
However, they are complex and can be
highly risky.”
Barclays and Lloyds Banking Group

have been among the lenders to issue
cocos,whichare intended tobecomean
important part of bank capital buffers.
The securities can be structured in
several ways, although the most com-
mon take the form of a bond that con-
verts toequity if abank’s capital falls be-
low a predetermined level.
In the case of the Barclays bond, the

coco is even riskier and uses a “cliff-
edge” structure, meaning that the en-

tire value of the bond is wiped out if its
capital falls below the trigger point.
Caspar Rock, the chief investment

officer at Architas, the fund manager,
said: “Although default rates are still
relatively low, it is important to be
aware of the risk inherent to these in-
struments. If the company encounters
a “sudden death”, similar to Banco
Espírito Santo last week, there is a
chance that the bond could be written
off entirely.”
Last week the European Supervisory

Authorities, Europe’s top financial reg-
ulator, said: “It is unclear whether con-
sumers fully understand the potential
risks and are capable of correctly fac-
toring these into their decisions.”

I t has been tough for
Adnams during the
recession, but Jonathan

Adnams, the Southwold
brewer’s chairman, said
yesterday that at last
“brighter times are
emerging” (Dominic
Walsh writes).
After five years of

holding its beer prices,
the purveyor of Ghost

Ship and Broadside has
pushed through a 3 per
cent increase.
In the first half of the

year, it lifted beer volume
by 18 per cent, pushing
turnover 15 per cent
higher to £30million.
Underlying operating

profits frothed 29 per
cent higher to £862,000.
The group’s fledgeling
spirits business lifted
volumes by 40 per cent.
Mr Adnams said that it

planned to sell seven
small rural pubs, cutting
its estate to about 50.

Adnams has
profits on tap
once again
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US defence cuts hit
profits at Meggitt

The strong pound has
taken its toll on another
British company as Meg-
gitt reported a 20 per cent
plunge in profits and
warned that US military
spending was falling.
The defence and aero-

space engineer was the
biggest faller in the FTSE
100 index yesterday after
its interim pre-tax profits
slid from £122.4 million to
£98.2million when it took
a £53million currency hit.
The shares fell by nearly

5 per cent to close at 479¾p
as Meggitt warned that
weaker military orders
than expected fromWash-
ington, as America’s
Afghanistan campaign
draws to a close, had
severely dented revenue

growth. The group’s
revenue fell by 11 per cent
to £718.9 million.
The Dorset-based com-

pany, about one third of
whose profit comes from
the challenging defence
market, has flaggedup fora
while that its performance
wouldbehit the strengthof
sterling against the dollar.
Meggitt said yesterday

that its military revenues
had fallen by 22 per cent
over the period, and that it
expected a “broadly flat”
performance in the second
half. Its civil aerospace div-
ision, which accounts for
48 per cent of its revenues,
has continued to grow.
The group, whose order

book was up 1 per cent at
£782.7million, raised its
interim dividend by 8 per
cent to 4¼p a share.

DeirdreHipwell

We’re in dark on Scottish
vote, warns Standard Life
Standard Life has renewed its warn-
ingabout the risks relating toScottish
independence, complaining that the
“material issues” that it raised more
than five months ago have not been
addressed.
The Edinburgh-based insurer,

which employs nearly 5,000 staff
north of the border, has raised a
string of questions about issues asso-
ciatedwith an independent Scotland,
includingwhether the countrywould
continue to use the pound as a
currency ormove to the euro instead.
The group, with more than four

million customers in Britain, has
questioned whether Scotland could
separately enrol as a member of the
EuropeanUnion by the target date of
March24, 2016, as set by theYes cam-
paign.
Standard Life has also asked both

sides for more detail about how and
with what aim local interest rates
would be set, as well as on how finan-
cial services businesseswould be reg-
ulated and what the mechanism
would be for protecting consumer in-
terests.
Despite claims by both the SNP

andWestminster that they have pro-
vided answers, Standard Life made
clear yesterday that, as far as it was
concerned, it remained in the dark,
saying that it did “notbelieve that fur-

ther clarity” had been provided since
it highlighted its concerns in
February.
David Nish, the chief executive,

said that Standard Life had “engaged
with politicians of all colours”before
the referendum vote next month but
declined to be drawn on whether he
had met Alex Salmond, the leader of
the SNP, or Alistair Darling, the head
of the Better Together campaign.
Mr Nish said that Standard Life

would press ahead with contingency
plans to make it possible to relocate
parts of its operations to England, if
necessary, but he dismissed recent
suggestions that the insurer hadbeen
looking for a new corporate head-
quarters in London.
“We don’t need a headquarters,

we’ve already got one,”he said, in ref-
erence to Standard Life’s head office
in the centre of Edinburgh.
Standard Life is among numerous

businesses that have raise concerns
about independence as the referen-
dum date approaches. Diageo, J
Sainsbury and Kingfisher have
flagged potential business issues, and
Keith Cochrane, the chief executive
ofWeirGroup, based in Scotland, has
publicly opposed independence. Sup-
porters include Sir George Mathew-
son, the former chairman of Royal
Bank of Scotland, and Sir Brian Sou-
ter, the transport tycoon who found-
edStagecoach.MrNishwas speaking

as Standard Life reported a 12 per
cent increase in operating profits to
£339million for the sixmonths to the
end of June.
The rise was driven by new corpo-

ratepensionsbusinessafter the intro-
duction of mandatory workplace
schemes. Standard Life’s corporate
pensions business jumped by 61 per
cent to £860 million during the six
months, partly as a result of new
schemes it took on and partly from
premiums received from members
already enrolled.
Assets under administration rose

by 4 per cent to £254.1 billion as a net
£4.6 billion of new funds flowed in.
The interim dividend has been raised
by 7.3 per cent to 5.6p.
StandardLife Investments, its fund

manager, won mandates to run
£4.2billion of money from third-par-
ty customers, and said that its growth
would accelerate after its acquisition
of Ignis, Phoenix Group’s fund
mangement business, earlier this
year. Standard Life Investments said
that it was poised to lose two man-
dates worth a combined £2.3 billion,
but that they would have a negligible
effect on profits.
Barrie Cornes, of Panmure Gor-

don, the broker, described Standard
Life’s performance as “solid” and re-
iterated his “buy” rating on the com-
pany’s shares, which closed 5½p
higher at 370p.

Miles Costello, Alex Ralph

Woodford keeps faith with Glaxo
NeilWoodfordhas thrownhisweight
behind GlaxoSmithKline as the
drugs group’s shareholders reel from
last month’s profit warning and spi-
ralling bribery allegations in China.
The former manager at Invesco

Perpetual, who now runs his own
fund, told his investors yesterday that
his confidence inGlaxohadheld firm
after “a long conversation” with Sir
AndrewWitty, its chief executive, de-
spite a fall of nearly 10 per cent in its
share price since January.
In a performance update a month

after the launch of his main fund,
WoodfordEquity Income, he blamed
a “disappointing” set of results from
Glaxo in July for hitting the price of
the fund, althoughhe said thathehad
since bought shares. Glaxo is Mr
Woodford’s second-largest holding
for the £2.39 billion fund. Its shares
account for £170 million.
“Glaxo remains a very cash-gener-

ative business and it is a very cheap
share inour view,with a startingyield
of 5.5 per cent and the prospect of
modest but sustainable long-term
dividend growth,” he wrote.
The vote of confidence represents

a boost for Glaxo, which last month
reported a 21 per cent drop in profits
to £1.14 billion as sales of its respirato-
ry drugs fell amid competition in the
USmarket.
Glaxo said that its earnings per

share for the year would be flat
against last year as it struggled to
stimulate growth.
Sales of Advair, a medicine for

asthma, slid bynearly a quarter in the
first half as President Obama’s
healthcare reforms hit the price that
insurers would pay for medicines.
Shares closed yesterday up 1.1 per

cent at £14.46.

Miles Costello

The publisher of USA
Today has become
the latest US media

company to spin off its
traditional print business
from its faster growing
broadcasting and other
interests (Alexandra

Frean writes). The move
follows splits elsewhere
as print advertising
slumps. In June, Time
Warner spun off its
magazine division, which
includes Time and
Fortune.

USAToday
splits as its
digital arm
prospers

RAMIN TALAIE/BLOOMBERG VIA GETTY IMAGES
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The worst is over, says BlackBerry
Nic Fildes
Technology & Communications Editor

The man charged with staving off the
collapse of BlackBerry has ended a re-
structuring that has cut 60 per cent of
the Canadian company’s workforce,
and said that there was “no margin for
error” as it tries to get on the front foot.
JohnChen,whowasparachuted inas

the chief executive eight months ago
when BlackBerry could not find a buy-
er, told staff in a memo that the worst
was over. “We have completed the re-
structuring notification process, and
the workforce reduction that began
three years ago is now behind us,” he
wrote to 7,000 staff. He also said that
BlackBerrywould start to recruit again,
albeit at a modest rate.
ThememoreiteratedMrChen’smes-

sage that the company was well on the
way to recoveryafter returning toprofit
in the three months to March. It also
expects to be cashflow positive by the
end of the year.
This is reckoned to be an achieve-

ment, given that it reported a quarterly
loss of nearly $1 billion (£600 million)
less than a year ago after an attempt
by its previous management to tackle
Apple and Samsung head-on as the
consumer market imploded.
Mr Chen, fêted as a turnaround spe-

cialist, put the company’s chances of
survival at 80:20—an improvementon
the 50:50 he set out when he took over.
BlackBerry is pushing ahead with Mr
Chen’s revival strategy by reverting to
its classic designs so it canwinback cor-
poratecustomerswhopine for theolder
style of smartphone.
BlackBerry is to launch new phones

based on its classic models, with
their tiny keyboards, to regain
its standing.
It has also unveiled the

Passport, a square phone
that it believes could tempt
business users who have be-
come frustrated with rectan-
gular screens when loading
applications, such as
spreadsheets.
Mr Chen’s efforts

to focus on BlackBer-
ry’s traditional tele-
coms and security
equipment, while
refocusing its con-

sumer ef-
forts on low-
cost handsets
for India and
Indonesia,
have been a
hit with in-
vestors.
The stock

has risen by a

third sinceMay, despite taking a knock
when Apple and IBM said that they
would team up to target corporate
users, and has gained 64 per cent since
January.
Mr Chen, who has outsourced the

manufacturing of its phones to Fox-
conn to save money, said that the new
low-costZ3modelhadbeen “extremely
well received” in markets. The contrast

with Nokia, its former sparring partner
in the early days of the smartphone
market, is telling.TheFinnish company
also suffered a catastrophic fall in
market share andwas sold toMicrosoft
last year for a knockdown price of
£3.2 billion. The UScompany has since
said that it would cut a further 12,500
jobs at Nokia.
Mr Chen said that BlackBerry would

soon start to make acquisitions, having
taken over Secusmart, a German anti-
eavesdropping software developer, this
year.
However, IDC, the research com-

pany, has predicted that BlackBerry’s
global market share would slip to
0.3 per cent by 2018, compared with
1.9 per cent in 2013 and 10 per cent in its
heydaybefore the launchof the iPhone.

Confidence is
Chen’s charm
Profile John Chen

H
e can best be
described as a
confidence player
(Nic Fildes writes).
John Chen joined

BlackBerry late last year with the
reputation as a turnaround
specialist based on the job he did
atSybase, a USsoftware company.
He transformed that from a
lossmaker with no future into a
thriving company that was sold
to SAP for $5.8 billion 12 years
after he took over and restored
confidence.
He faced a similar challenge at

BlackBerry, joining when the
company was all but written off.
Mr Chen, who is also a director
of Walt Disney and Wells Fargo,
was appointed as a Plan B head
and few observers gave him
much of a chance.
He has acted decisively to

restore confidence. The affable
59-year-old is open and almost
casual about his company’s
prospects. BlackBerry’s share
price during his first conference
call with analysts went from a
negative 7 per cent to a positive
15 per cent over an hour, as
investors warmed to his message
and style.
He has also signed up some big

partners, including Terry Gou,
Foxconn’s founder and chairman,
who will take charge of
manufacturing the phones that
bear the BlackBerry label, and
Amazon, which has signed on to
pump 200,000 apps on to
BlackBerry phones.

has

John Chen rates
BlackBerry’s
chances as 80:20

O2 owner makes €6.7bn call for GVT

The Spanish owner of O2 has made a
€6.7billionoffer tobuyGVT, theBrazil-
ian telecoms company owned by
Vivendi, five years after being out-
manoeuvred by its French rival in its
first attempt to acquire the business.
The offer from Telefónica came out

of the blue and forced Vivendi execu-
tives to dial in to a conference call from
their holidays.
Telefónica had tried to buy GVT in

2009 but was unexpectedly outbid by
Vivendi, at the time a conglomerate
spanning telecomsandmedia, amid the
last significant takeovers under Jean-
Bernard Lévy, the expansionist chief
executive of the French company.
Vivendi’s empire has been rapidly

unpicked ever since Vincent Bolloré,
now vice-chairman of the company,
bought a 5 per cent stake in 2012.
It will have disposed of its entire tele-

coms portfolio should it seal a sale of

GVT to focus on assets including
Canal+ , the pay-TVcompany, andUni-
versalMusic. It has sold the SFR net-
work in France, Maroc Télécom and a
majority stake in Activision Blizzard, a
games company, since 2012.
Vivendi’s transformation from un-

wieldy conglomerate to focused media

company was remarkable. Created as a
water utility in 1853 after an imperial
decree by Napoleon III, it began to ex-
pand in the 1970s and by 1983 helped to
foundCanal+ before acquisitions in the
1990s made it a leading media player.
In 2000, a $100billion merger with

Seagram, the Canadian drinks com-
pany, added Universal Studios and

Polygram Records to its stable but
nearly bankrupted it. UnderMr Lévy a
decade later, it tookoverGVT,EMI, the
music company, andboughtVodafone’s
share in SFR.
Vivendi tried to sellGVT last year but

failed to attract a bidder willing tomeet
its €7billion asking price, with
DirecTVof theUSthe only serious bid-
der. GVT, which was valued at €2.8 bil-
lion when Vivendi acquired it, has
improved its performance since the
failed 2013 auction and Vivendi could
harbour hopes of a bidding war.
Thecompanysaidyesterday: “Viven-

di wishes to emphasise that none of its
subsidiaries are for sale. However, the
Vivendi supervisory board will consid-
er the Telefónica offer at its next meet-
ing, in the best interests of its share-
holders and the GVT employees.”
The GVT move is the second deal

that Telefónica has proposed in Latin
America in thepastweekafter itmoved
to merge its Mexican division with the
rival Grupo Iusacell.

Osborne’s £2m scheme for
tech firms ‘adds no value’
Nic Fildes

Nic Fildes
Technology & Communications Editor

The chief executive of one of Britain’s
most promising start-ups has attacked
the government-funded Tech City
project, describing it as a failure.
The Future Fifty programme was

launched in April last year byGeorge
Osborne and Joanna Shields, who was
the head of TechCity but is now an ad-
viser to David Cameron, as a vehicle
to champion the most promising
UKtechnology businesses. It pledged
to link businesses and venture capital-
ists, provide mentoring services and to
help them to prepare for a float.
However, AlastairMitchell, the chief

executive of Huddle, a software com-
pany that was one of the first Future
Fifty companies, said: “This really
could have been a force for good. It
could have built a number of world-
beaters in one go. Instead, Future Fifty

made great headlines but has achieved
the opposite of its aims. It’s a tragedy.”
“Apart from a couple of networking

events and lectures — effectively ad-
vice that is quite easy to get—therehas
been zero value added.”
Mr Mitchell, whose concerns were

aired first in the Tech World blog,
which said that Future Fifty had cost
taxpayers £2 million, said that the pro-
gramme should be focused on ensuring
that start-ups received a larger slice of
government spending on technology,
which is a key plank of the strategy.
Nezahat Gultekin, a director of the

Future Fifty programme, said that it
was designed to be a bespoke service
and it was never guaranteed that com-
panies selected for the project would
receive governmentwork. She said that
some start-ups, such as Green Man
Gaming, had participated in trade mis-
sions to boost their prospects.

Vivendi began as a
water utility in the
time of NapoleonIII
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the shortfall in military spending as a
result of the drawdown from
Afghanistan. Pre-tax profits were off
by 9 per cent to $168.3million in the
first half, but the interim dividend is
raised by 5 per cent to 18.68 cents as
a sign of confidence.
The shares were off a mere 13½p to

708p and sell on 25 times earnings.
One day Inmarsat will get there; the
shares are still for those prepared to
dig in for the long term.

In May a Russian satellite launch
using a Proton rocket failed at the
Baikonur site in Kazakhstan.
Inmarsat is using Protons for the
next two satellites for its Global
Xpress maritime satellite network, to
complete its global coverage.
The failure will push these

launches back by perhaps six
months, to the middle of next year.
Otherwise, the project is running on
time and to budget, and lost
revenues should be made up within a
three-year time frame and an 8 per
cent to 12 per cent forecast rise in
group revenues be achieved.
Inmarsat is pushing ahead selling

its services to the maritime and
aviation industries, trying to make up

Investing in Inmarsat is never dull.
The satellite operator still faces
two uncertainties that need to be

resolved.The first is the long-
running question of what happens to
the LightSquared wireless broadband
venture in the United States.
This is now co-operating with

Inmarsat again and payments to the
UK company have been resumed,
albeit sporadically. LightSquared is
still on the auction block and a
purchaser will eventually be found,
at which stage those payments will
be assured.

companies news

PRICES

Pindar goes travelling
Paul Pindar, the former chief
executive of Capita, backed a
management buyout of ITC
Luxury Travel, an upmarket tour
operator that sells holidays to
destinations including Barbados,
Botswana, Bahrain and Brazil. Mr
Pindar, who said in November
that he was leaving Capita to
“establish a portfolio of private
equity opportunities”, will
become chairman of ITC,
working with Jennifer Atkinson,
the chief executive, who is
leading the buyout.

Osborne’s bitcoin plan
George Osborne will reveal plans
today on how to regulate virtual
currencies, such as bitcoin, and
what benefits and risks their
wider adoption could have. The
move aims to boost the financial
technology sector, which will
include a £100 million extension
of funding to start-up companies.
The chancellor will firm up plans
to force banks that reject loan
applications from small firms to
refer them to other lenders.

58 jobs to go at RBS
Royal Bank of Scotland has been
accused of being “addicted” to
offshoring after it announced
58 job losses in London and
Manchester. The bank is set to
make the staff redundant in its
wealth payments and lending
businesses, with unions saying
the roles were likely to go abroad.
“The effect is to displace 30 roles,
placing 58 individuals at risk of
redundancy,” Rob MacGregor,
of Unite, said.

Boost for US services
The US services sector remains
in positive territory, a survey has
found. At 60.8, Markit’s US
services business activity index
held close to the record 61 in June
and has been above the mark
separating growth and contraction
for nine months. Chris Williamson,
Markit chief economist, said: “The
economy has maintained strong
momentum after rebounding in
the second quarter from the
weather-torn start to the year.”

Read these stories
in full online
thetimes.co.uk/
business

MartinWaller Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Pressure
building
on the
accelerator

A
ggreko is apparently
having a little difficulty
prising Chris Weston
away from British Gas.
Blame the number of

departures from Centrica, its parent,
but the temporary power supplier
has no idea when its new chief
executive will arrive.
Halfway figures suggest the

company is doing well enough in his
absence, if you are prepared to look
beyond the inevitable headwinds
from the high pound for a business
that gets more than half its
revenues in dollars.
Strip out currency effects,

and revenues at the power
projects division, which
supplies temporary
generation units to
countries unable to cope
with domestic demand, rose
14 per cent in the first half.
The local business, which supplies

one-off events such as festivals and
the Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow, enjoyed a 10 per cent rise.

One of the closest followed numbers
at Aggreko is the amount of capital
spending it expects, a measure of its

confidence in future workload.
Power projects had suffered
from falling demand from
countries whose currencies
had severely depreciated,
and utilisation levels of its
fleet had fallen to 70 per
cent. They have since

recovered, and Aggreko has
raised its capex guidance for this

year by £20million to £235million to
pay for more plant.
It is impossible, though, to ignore

currency effects. Trading profits

were off by £25 million to
£142 million after a
£23million currency hit.
The figures mask a sharp
second-quarter revenue
acceleration for power
projects, much of this down to
a contract in Panama that is
making up for a shortfall in
generation from the local
hydroelectric industry.
Against this, there was a loss of

£30 million of profits from Japan, as
the country recovered from the
Fukushima disaster, and from the
rundown of military work.
Its high cash generation has meant

the return of £600 million to
investors over the past three or four
years, including £200 million in the
second quarter. No further return is
imminent, but the halfway dividend
is raised by 3 per cent to 9.38p.
The shares have recovered well

from their abrupt fall last autumn
and, up 19p at £17.40, now sell on
22 times earnings. Not cheap; further
upside looks limited.
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A temporary lack of power
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The Pendragon share price is an
obstinate beast. The company,
which nearly foundered under

the weight of its debt as the car
market hit the skids at the start of
the downturn, is talking about
opening new sites to fill in the gaps
in its national coverage in the south.
Debt is back to normal levels, and

Pendragon, with its advanced
internet offering, is building its used
car sales, which are now, in profit
terms, almost as important as the
new market.

This is because selling used
cars is ideally suited to the
internet, where customers
can browse and then pick
up their choice at the
dealer. Over the past five
years the market was flat,
but Pendragon increased its

sales by 65 per cent. This will
continue as the increased supply

of new cars is traded on and the rise
in the number of cars on the road
will benefit its after-sales business.
Underlying pre-tax profits were up

by 39 per cent to £32.8million in the
first half. The halfway dividend is
tripled to 0.3p and the final will
probably also be raised, though this
is not an income stock. The shares,
up 1½p at 32½p, are unchanged over
the past year and sell on 12 times
earnings, which suggests some
eventual upside.

500MW
Order intake in the

first half

follow me
on twitter
for updates
@MartinWaller10

MY ADVICE Hold
WHY The shares have
recovered well. Excluding
currency effects, the company
is moving forward, but that
looks to be in the price

Note the 6 per cent rise in
shares in Rotork since I
tipped them in April and

suggested that they seemed to have
been unfairly overlooked. There
had been some concern over the
controls and actuators maker’s
exposure to oil and gas, but the
halfway figures showed that though
activity levels in eastern Europe
and the United States were slow,
there were plenty of contract wins
elsewhere. There was a surge of
orders in the spring, which will feed
through into revenues in the
traditionally stronger second half.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICE Long-term buy
WHY Share price has taken
time to respond to recovery

MY ADVICE Long-term hold
WHY Inmarsat has several
issues still to resolve

aggreko

Revenue £768m Dividend 9.38p

pendragon

Revenue £2.07bn Dividend 0.3p

inmarsat

Revenue $652m Div 18.68 cents

Major Indices
New York
Dow Jones 16429.47 (-139.81)
Nasdaq Composite 4352.84 (-31.05)
S&P 500 1920.21 (-18.78)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15320.31 (-154.19)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 24648.26 (+48.18)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 398.38 (+2.43)

Sydney
AO 5511.50 (-21.80)

Frankfurt
DAX 9189.74 (+35.60)

Singapore
Straits 3327.67 (+9.27)

Brussels
BEL20 3067.63 (+5.18)

Paris
CAC-40 4232.88 (+15.66)

Zurich
SMI Index 8342.04 (+38.00)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3072.20 (+1.74)

London

FTSE 100 6682.48 (+4.96)
FTSE 250 15351.91 (-10.66)
FTSE 350 3622.74 (+1.90)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2708.51 (+11.43)
FTSE All-Shares 3558.89 (+1.76)
FTSE Non Financials 4182.87 (+5.90)
techMARK 100 3205.58 (-1.63)
Bargains 962932
US$ 1.6880 (+0.0014)
Euro 1.2619 (+0.0057)
£:SDR 1.10 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 88.5 (+0.4)
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 128.30 Jun (2005 = 100)
RPI 256.30 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.80 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 920.55 (+4.24)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4538.35 (-9.43)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 103.30 -0.45
Brent 25 day (Jan) 104.00 -0.90
Brent 25 day (Feb) 104.90 -0.80
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 97.20 -0.80
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 96.40 -0.75

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 926.00 928.00 -25.00
Gasoil EEC 876.50 878.50 -10.50
3.5 Fuel Oil 553.00 556.50 -6.50
Naphtha 864.00 866.00 -21.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Aug 873.75-873.50 Nov 887.00-871.50
Sep 876.50-876.25 Dec 884.50-884.25
Oct 880.25-880.00 Volume: 233633

Brent (9.00pm)
Sep 104.66-104.64 Dec 105.96-105.89
Oct 105.31-105.27 Jan 106.11-105.99

Nov 105.90-105.67 Volume: 605111

LIFFE

Cocoa

Sep 2008-2007 Dec 1905 BID
Dec 1989-1987 Mar 1760 BID
Mar 1947-1945 May unq
May 1933-1927
Jul 1924-1912
Sep 1909 BID Volume: 28329

RobustaCoffee

Jul unq Mar 2175-2000
Sep 2009-2007 May 2175-2000
Nov 2007-2005
Jan 2020-2000 Volume: 7293

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters May 478.10-475.00
Aug 488.90-487.70

Oct 431.70-431.50 Oct 503.00-497.50
Dec 448.80-447.20 Dec 522.00-504.60
Mar 466.80-465.50 Volume: 6324

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Nov 123.50 Jan 126.25 Mar 128.95
May 129.25 Jul 131.75 Volume: 393

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 111.37 111.43 110.91 111.05 119855 380407
Dec 14 111.05

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.380 99.390 99.360 99.380 41337 360243
Dec 14 99.230 99.230 99.200 99.200 33749 454052
Mar 15 99.020 99.020 98.980 98.990 44950 371221
Jun 15 98.800 98.800 98.750 98.760 41337 253781
Sep 15 98.570 98.580 98.530 98.535 34308 237798

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.790 99.795 99.790 99.790 8462 480075
Dec 14 99.800 99.805 99.795 99.800 12867 426710
Mar 15 99.805 99.810 99.805 99.805 6206 389540
Jun 15 99.810 99.810 99.800 99.805 13516 322950
Sep 15 99.790 99.800 99.785 99.790 14601 331094

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 99.990 100.00 99.990 99.990 5040 56850
Dec 14 100.01 100.02 100.01 100.01 4597 45862
Mar 15 100.03 100.04 100.02 100.03 4227 46389
Jun 15 100.03 100.04 100.02 100.03 1207 35992

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.29 111.29 111.28 111.28 324 30610
Dec 14 111.28

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 126.27 126.27 126.13 126.17 380 8970
Dec 14 126.17

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 143.79 143.79 143.36 143.45 488 3279
Dec 14 143.45

FTSE100 Sep 14 6649.5 6666.0 6621.5 6633.0 69000 592238
Dec 14 6625.0 6625.0 6612.0 6607.5 2 13607

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4044.0 350
Dec 14 4200.5
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Markets Business

S
ony has
admitted
defeat and is
pulling out of
the eReader

market amid
competition from
Amazon and its
Kindle (Kathryn

Hopkins writes). The
Japanese company
announced yesterday
that it would not be
making any more
models after the stock
of PRS-T3 eReaders
runs out. It closed its
own eBook store last
year, but this means
that it will now also
stop making them.
“We do not have

plans to develop a
successor Reader
model at this time,”
the company told the
BBC. Amazon has

about 90 per cent of
the electronic reader
market in the UK
despite not being the
first to introduce one.
Sony brought out its
Librie electronic book
three years before
Amazon’s Kindle.
According to

information leaked
last month, novels
could soon be made
available to Kindle
readers under a
subscription service
being tested by
Amazon.

‘The end’
as Sony
abandons
eReaders

TOMOHIRO OHSUMI/BLOOMBERG VIA GETTY IMAGES

Watchdog’s loan reminder
takes its toll on builders
Gary ParkinsonMarket report

A
day after the stock market
heard that housebuilding
in Britain was galloping
ahead at its fastest pace in
more than a decade to

meet the voracious demand for
homes, shares in the companies
building them were marked lower
across the board.
The Financial Conduct Authority

refreshed the market’s memory about
its June guidance on how much is
sensible to lend relative to a
homebuyer’s income. No more than
15 per cent of a lender’s total number
of new residential mortgages should
be made at loan-to-income ratios at
or greater than 4.5, the regulator said
then. Probably sensible for the health
of the property market, though
perhaps a touch restrictive for banks

and building societies looking
to lend to first-time buyers.
There was another move

this week that property
experts warned would also
hit first-time buyers. Lloyds
Banking Group hacked back
by 70 per cent the amount its
customers may borrow under the
government’s Help to Buy scheme,
from £500,000 to £150,000. Lloyds,
which owns Halifax, is Britain’s
biggest mortgage lender and behind
about half of all loans taken out under
the government scheme.
UBSnoted that given that

borrowers can apply for loans of up to
three quarters of the property’s value,
Lloyds’ £150,000 lending limit implies
a total purchase price of no more
than £200,000. Of the total 27,200
completions under the scheme since
its inception, about 60 per cent were
at a price below that.
“Therefore,” UBSsaid, “the limit

placed by Lloyds would effectively
exclude 40 per cent of current

completions if it were followed
by other lenders.” Nothing
terribly new, but enough for
Barratt Developments to
fall 7½p to 337½p,
Persimmon 27p to £1.19.
Crest Nicholson 10¼p to

336¼p and Redrow 6¼p to
233¼p. Housebuilders helped to

cap gains by a FTSE 100 more than
34 points higher at best to only 5
points by the time London closed,
when the index settled at 6,682.5.
Sentiment towards shares had been

lifted throughout much of the day by
better eurozone economic data and
relative calm in Gaza and Ukraine.
That was sapped towards the close by
a report that President Putin had told
the Russian government to prepare
retaliatory sanctions against the West.
Industrials and insurers kept the

Footsie above water. Miners, after
poor Chinese economic data, were a
drag. RBCCapital Markets pushed
Weir Group, the Scottish industrial
pumps group that dismissed Bank of

America Merrill Lynch as its broker
this week, 51p higher to £25.76.
Brokers also liked Intertek, up 49p

at £27.55. Credit Suisse, however, was
cautious about Royal Mail, off 15¼p
at 405½p. Clobbered by the strong
pound and meaner defence spending,
Meggitt fell 23¾p to 479¾p.
There was no respite for Afren, the

oil company with interests in Nigeria
that suspended its chief executive and
chief operating officer last week
pending an internal investigation of
certain transactions. Shares that fell
9p to 98p have lost more than a third
of their value in four days.
Flowgroup jumped 9.7 per cent to

31¼p after Arden Partners urged
clients to buy shares in the
£68 million green boiler company,
whose chairman is Clare
Spottiswoode, the former director-
general of Ofgas. The broker set a
target price of 100p, based on
expected revenues next year and
excluding any overseas sales.
Prices by Proquote

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Gem remains shining example
commodities

Gem Diamonds
extended its
sparkling run

in Lesotho. Quoted
on AIM, Gem owns
70 per cent of the
Letšeng mine in the
Maluti Mountains in
the southern African
kingdom. Its
production of big,
quality stones has
been such that the
mine has notched up
the highest average
dollar per carat of any
kimberlite diamond
mine anywhere.
Yesterday, Gem

unveiled its latest
discovery, a 198-carat,
“white type Ila
diamond”, expected to
fetch an “exceptional
price” when sold this

year. Three others —
of between 132 and
162 carats — sold for
$2.4 million to
$11.1 million. Some 37
rough diamonds from
Letšeng have fetched
more than $1 million.
Since Gem bought

the mine in 2006, it

has yielded four of the
20 biggest white
diamonds ever.
Against a backdrop

of commodities prices
generally tanking
over the past 18
months, diamonds are
among the very few to
have increased in
value.
Shares in Gem,

whose Ghaghoo mine
in Botswana has also
started to produce,
rose a further 6¾p to
194p, near their
highest in more than
two years. Unusually
for an AIM company
and still more usually
for an AIM miner,
Gem is also weighing
payment of a maiden
dividend next year.

Gem unveiled its latest
find, a huge 198-carat
diamond, yesterday

Wall Street report
Stocks fell as growing concern about
the situation in Ukraine, fuelled by
comments from the Polish foreign
minister, offset strong domestic data.
The Dow Jones industrial average
fell 139.81 to 16,429.47 and the
S&P500 dropped 18.78 to 1,920.21

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0753-1.0757
Canada 1.0969-1.0972
Denmark 5.5768-5.5793
Euro 0.7482-0.7483
Hong Kong 7.7500-7.7501
Japan 102.76-102.79
Malaysia 3.1977-3.2027
Norway 6.2823-6.2848
Singapore 1.2483-1.2484
Sweden 6.8941-6.8991
Switzerland 0.9102-0.9104

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.946-13.949
Australia dollar 1.8140-1.8148
Bahrain dinar 0.6322-0.6397
Brazil real 3.8343-3.8511
Euro 1.2621-1.2624
Hong Kong dollar 13.074-13.076
India rupee 102.56-102.76
Indonesia rupiah 19925-19963
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4767-0.4792
Malaysia ringgit 5.3229-5.5249
New Zealand dollar 1.9930-1.9945
Singapore dollar 2.1054-2.1066
S Africa rand 18.142-18.170
U A E dirham 6.1925-6.1988

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.15 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.37; 3 mth 0.43. Sell: 1 mth 0.33; 3 mth 0.40

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.5028 0.5240 0.5605 0.7134 1.0670

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Eurodollar Deps 0.10-0.20 0.13-0.23 0.14-0.25 0.34-0.44 0.5-0.65

Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.07 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.36

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.3597-9.4119 9.4100-9.4120 45ds 134ds
Euro 1.2628-1.2557 1.2625-1.2620 3pr 9pr
Montreal 1.8389-1.8513 1.8506-1.8508 9pr 25pr
New York 1.6845-1.6887 1.6869-1.6872 4ds 13ds
Oslo 10.540-10.599 10.597-10.605 94pr 269pr
Stockholm 11.569-11.638 11.632-11.637 15ds 50ds
Tokyo 172.76-173.49 173.38-173.44 8ds 25ds
Zurich 1.5276-1.5360 1.5357-1.5358 7ds 23ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.970 1.720
Canada $ 2.010 1.740
Denmark Kr 10.050 8.820
Egypt 13.280 10.570
Euro ¤ 1.370 1.200
Hong Kong $ 14.030 12.340
Hungary 431.940 355.370
Indonesia 22793.200 18181.100
Israel Shk 6.330 5.400
Japan Yen 186.850 161.820
New Zealand $ 2.210 1.870
Norway Kr 11.500 9.940
Poland 5.780 4.730
Russia 65.020 54.150
S Africa Rd 19.970 16.910
Sweden Kr 12.390 11.020
Switzerland Fr 1.680 1.450
Turkey Lira 3.880 0.000
USA $ 1.840 1.610

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 129.21 170.14 175.77
(+/-) +12.76 +5.14 +3.49

Eng/Wales 129.21 169.99 173.63
(+/-) +12.76 +4.77 +3.48

Scotland unq 170.68 193.27
(+/-) +6.61 +0.87

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
7100.0-7100.5 7103.0-7103.5 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2245.0-2247.0 2255.0-2256.0 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2379.0-2380.0 2384.0-2385.0 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
22370.0-22380.0 22350.0-22355.0 22305.0-22355.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2001.5-2002.0 2013.0-2013.5 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
18485.0-18490.0 18550.0-18575.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.71 1.07

Euro

0.00 0.05 0.16 0.35

Bullion: Open $1288.16

Close $1284.48-1285.18 High $1293.09

Low $1282.61

AM $1292.75 PM $1284.75

Krugerrand $1271.00-1349.00 (£753.33-799.56)

Platinum $1457.00 (£863.58)

Silver $19.86 (£11.77)

Palladium $851.00 (£504.39)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication
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‘I never told
my parents
or any teacher’

M
ost of us, I think,
create myths
about ourselves,
especially about
our childhoods,
whose point is to
give meaning and
purpose to how

we live our lives today. Over many
decades I’ve derived comfort and
succour from the idea that the
comprehensive school I attended from
1971 to 1978 taught me how to learn,
immersed me in a community of
children from all sorts of different
social and ethnic backgrounds that
prepared me for the world as it really
is and kept me safe.
My fond memories of the school,

Highgate Wood in north London’s
Crouch End, are a reason why I have
been a very public champion of state
schools for decades, and spurred me to
set up a charity, Speakers for Schools,
whose aim is to provide free talks for
kids from inspirational people. They
are a substantial part of who I am and
underpin whatever confidence I have
to do the things I do.
Recently, however, I’ve had to revisit

one important element of the story I
tell myself about Highgate Wood,
namely the idea that it was a haven
and refuge from the badness of the
world. This re-examination has not led
me to conclude that Highgate Wood
was a poor school, but it has made me
anxious, as a parent, about the
vulnerability of our children even in
institutions that seem caring.
This rewriting of my own story was

prompted when a Highgate Wood
student from the early 1980s got in
touch a few weeks ago to tell me that
he had been systematically abused by
a teacher who was a pillar of the school
for most of its existence (Highgate
Wood was created out of a secondary
modern school in the mid-1960s).
He give me harrowing details about

how Andy Adams, a man who was
games teacher when I was there in the
1970s and who went on to become
assistant head — in a career at
Highgate Wood lasting well over 30

Proof that
night owls
are smart
As a lifelong insomniac,
I live for a spot of good
news about creatures of
the night. Not one but
two reports — one in
Psychology Today, the
second in Study
Magazine — confirm
that nocturnal types
boast higher IQs than
those who plod sensibly
to bed. In a way that
will bring joy to the
heart of fellow rebels,
neurotics and vampires,
night owls are bright
owls, larks life’s dimbos.
Well, duh. Night

people are complex,
tortured individuals,
cynics with withered
and wintry souls,
haunted by what might
have been and dogged
by frustrated ambition.
Day people are oafish
optimists, summery
sorts with untroubled
because oblivious
consciences, skipping
through their lives in a
cloud of complacency.
Night people are deeply
dark; day people light
in the sense of
insubstantial. Day
people hit the sack;
night people are good
in it.
Of course, we are

also quite tired . . .

Carol Midgley is away

A pose that
is just too
cheeky

Move over the Croydon
facelift — that over-
taut ponytail that yanks
back the wrinkles as it
encourages balding.
Japanese trendsetters
have come up with the
“cavity pose”, in which
the hand is pressed
against the cheek as if
suffering toothache, in
a manner designed to
be slimming.
A recent issue of the

style bible Nylon was
fronted by a cavity girl,
prompting someone
called Okoge to tweet
an image of it and other
hand-to-face covers.
The image has since
been retweeted more
than 35,000 times, with
Instagram no less
enamoured. The
gesture looks set to
take over from previous
selfie sub-genres such

as “duck lips” (a beaky
pout) and “sparrow
face” (parted lips à la a
feeding baby bird).
The best thing about

this vogue is that it is
counterproductive.
While a resting palm
may serve to emphasise
an already razor-sharp
cheekbone, on most it
accentuates the podge.
I shall be sticking with
“bag [on] head”.

A
couple of weeks ago
a mucker and I
organised drinks for
a selection of our
most beloved coves.
It would be a low-
key but heartening
affair: a big enough

group for japes, a soirée small enough
that we could actually commune. We
rallied the troops: 12 or so agreed. And
yet as the day dawned a certain back-
pedalling became evident.
One chap suddenly found himself

on a flight to foreign parts; another
evaded us for a swankier gathering. A
girl we had seen only the night before
fell mysteriously ill; another rogue
went Awol chasing skirt. And those
were the ones we had virtual word
from; others simply vanished into thin
air, issuing faltering apologies come
morning. One by one, our comrades
dropped like flies. That eve we were
reduced to our original scheming duo.
It was official: we had been ebailed.
Trying to arrange any summer-

based activity proves notoriously
challenging when society as a whole
turns unwinningly flaky-baily. There
are simply too many excuses to float
gently off. Weekends are particular
black spots with everyone hedging
their bets lest a more coastal/pastoral/
Bacchanalian opportunity emerges.
However, even weeknights fall prey

to the curse of sultry torpor and/or
selective upgrading. Hosting any sort
of event becomes impossible in such
circumstances, whether one incurs the

wrath of the maître d’ or the
mortification of looking like Johnny/
Jane No-Mates. Meanwhile, no
evasion is considered too low. A pal
recently ebailed on a tedious supper
party to avail himself of a last-minute
opera invitation only to cross paths
with the hostess herself: she’d editched
her own dinner with three hours’
notice, one guest already en route.
December is second only to August

in the matter of evoiding. As festive
invitations pile in, so we all become
diva-ish about keeping our options
open. “Christmas, like the summer, is
prime pulling time,” explains one lone
ranger. “So I’m not going to waste time
at my office party if I get an offer from
the current Mr Trouser.”
Strategic hedging reaches its

apotheosis in the form of Christmas
Day itself, which she describes as:
“Too vital an occasion to be signed up
to in October, when a last-minute
offer to jet to Bali might yet manifest.”
As a consequence, said individual
spent last Yule sitting alone with a
bottle of Baileys Chocolat Luxe, her
relentless equivocation having
somewhat misfired.
The obvious downside to the ebail is

that it leaves the other party feeling
like a lonely, friendless jerk. I am old
enough and ugly enough to remember
when one’s word was one’s bond
regarding promises to put in an
appearance, not least as the
technology did not exist for evasion.
Pre-mobiles — when landlines, letters
and smoke signals prevailed — if one
said one would be somewhere at 7pm
sharp, one bloody well was or a
missing person’s appeal would be
issued. Those who did not abide by
such decorum were rightly friendless.
Now, not only does one never have

to commit to being anywhere — so
easy is it to put in an eleventh-hour
bid for a later slot — one never has to
commit to anything whatsoever. A
couple of years ago, I saw someone for
a few months when it simply stopped.
There was no discussion, merely a
mutual outcooling of each other in the
matter of whom would be in touch.
We didn’t even ebail, we simply
voided. As ever in the matter of a
breaking social trend: I top trump.

Why call to
let friends
down when
you can
ebail them?
Hannah
Betts

GETTY IMAGES

The sexual abuse trial of a former
teacher from his old school stirred
upsetting memories for Robert Peston

years — had used him for sex for
many years from the time he was 13.
In the process, Adams permanently
wrecked this student’s relationship
with his family, undermined his
education and made it impossible for
him to find happiness as an adult.
The victim says: “My personality

and emotions are so fractured that it is
impossible to recognise anything
resembling a whole, a me.” He
attempted suicide, spent months as a
psychiatric in-patient and with the
help of therapy is desperately trying
to reduce what he calls his “terrible
feelings” to a manageable level. What
he described to me was such a
challenge to how I remembered the
school that for a brief moment I
wondered if it was really true.
I was never close to Adams because

I was a swot not a jock, although I
remember him as a bit of a bully. One
of my best friends of the time tells me
the only activity Adams ever joined in
with was a sadistic game called murder
ball. And on the evidence of Facebook
posts, most former students now think
it is significant that Adams was
obsessed with making sure no student
kept their shorts on in the showers.
When the victim sent me the charge

sheet and his witness statement, it
became clear that Adams was a
paedophile. The victim approached
me, as a relatively well-known former
student of the school, because he
wanted the world to know how Andy
Adams had been caught and was
facing sentence — so that if there were
others who had been abused they
would perhaps feel it was now safe to
come forward and seek help.
There had been no interest from

local papers. So I briefed the Broadway
edition of the Ham & High. The victim’s
strong sense was that the local council,
Haringey, and the school were hoping
that no one would notice the case.
At the time the victim got in touch,

Adams had pleaded guilty to multiple
charges of buggery and indecent
assault with a minor over several
years. But when I contacted Sally
Lowe, Haringey’s head of news, for
a comment, she told me she knew
nothing about it. This surprised me,
given that sentencing was scheduled
for just one week later. Lowe said she
would find out what she could.
Five days later, on July 9, she texted

me: “Sentencing on Friday and your
source is very much legit. I’ve been
speaking with the school this week
and they are all v shocked of course.
No real sense of anyone knowing at
the time but obs v distressing.”
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don’t fully understand today, I never
told my parents or any teacher about
any of this. Looking back on it, I think
I was worried that somehow I would
get the boys who went into the
teacher’s sinister cubbyhole into
trouble; that they would be
embarrassed and punished.
However, one of my friends of the

time tells me he did tell at least one
other member of staff — a hippy-ish
man who we regarded as a mate —
about his colleague’s paedophile
tendencies. He was told that the best
thing to do was simply to stay away
from him. There was another teacher
who apparently knew about the
peeing. That was Adams. His victim
says: “Adams had known about the
man for a long time, about the special
cup and the boys being abused.”
All of this has haunted me in a

relatively low level way for a long time.
Just a few years ago, I even asked a
former Haringey councillor, now dead,
if she was aware of any of it. She said
that eventually there was an incident
that came to the attention of the
council and the teacher was quietly
removed from the school. But a couple
of weeks ago I was told the teacher
then turned up, in the 1990s, as a
music teacher at a local school, where

he was eventually turfed out by one of
the governors who knew the stories
about his behaviour at Highgate Wood.
What I now think is that the

Highgate Wood of the liberal 1970s
regarded the teacher’s hideous
predilection for seeing boys piss as an
eccentricity to be tolerated. But if
someone in authority had taken more
notice, perhaps Adams would then
have been deterred from ruining the
life of at least one vulnerable,
defenceless boy.
I asked Haringey whether it had any

records of the teacher being eased out
in the way that the late councillor had
said. Its response was defensive. Lowe:
“If you feel that there may have been
further criminality here or links to the
Adams case, please can I suggest that
you refer these to the police in the first
instance.” Which, it goes without
saying, I will do.
The police, of course, have a lot on

their plate investigating child abuse by
celebrities such as Jimmy Savile. But
goodness knows how many other
paedophiles were for years able to get
away with it in schools just like mine.
Even so many years after crimes

were committed, it surely matters that
what these paedophiles did is exposed
and that they are held to account. As a
therapist who helps victims of
paedophilia has told me, we have a
duty to shout about this evil as and
when we are made aware of it.
The reason is that those let down by

schools such as Highgate Wood, who
were not protected when they should
have been, need to know that what
happened to them was not their fault,
that it is safe to share the horror of
their abuse and that they can belatedly
receive the help which they were
denied when it mattered most.

Given that the case raised serious
questions about the safety of children
in a local school and that we were
days from sentencing, it is perhaps odd
that the council’s senior spokesman
knew nothing about it until I phoned.
The point is that Adams may have
retired in 2004, but until 2010 he was
on the premises helping the school’s
work experience co-ordinator for
about four weeks a year. “He was
co-ordinating work placements,” a
school parent told me. “My daughter
remembers him speaking at assembly.”
And until he was sentenced Adams

was celebrated at the school — a wing
of the school bore his name: the
“Adams wing” has now been changed
to the “admin wing”. Adams was not
an incidental character at Highgate
Wood who slipped through the net.
For many years he was the school.
In the event, Adams’ sentencing was

delayed a week, until the afternoon of
the last day of term on July 18. He was
jailed for 12 years, which was a third
less than it would have been if he had
not entered a guilty plea relatively
early. Shortly after sentencing,
Highgate Wood published a short
letter on its website. It stresses that he
retired in 2004; it makes no reference
to his continuing careers work in the
school over subsequent years.
Some parents and ex-pupils have

told me they feel the school has been
a bit too eager to distance the current
school from the school of Adams. And
Adams’s victim believes the instinct of
the school was to say nothing at all.
He says: “The police told me the press
release was only written ‘in case’ it was
in the news. Apparently your call

Top: Robert Peston
and pupils at Highgate
Wood school in north
London. Above left:
Andy Adams, the
teacher convicted of
sexually abusing pupils.
Above: Highgate Wood
school today

The fee for this article
is being donated to the
Anna Freud Centre

I was never close
to Adams — I was
a swot not a jock,
although I recall
him as a bully

COVER: ROBERT WILSON BELOW: TIMES PHOTOGRAPHERS BEN GURR,TOM PILSTON

prompted this. So basically they were
going to say nothing.”
Lowe said that is not so. She said

that as soon as Highgate Wood was
informed by the police that Adams
had pleaded guilty, it “started making
arrangements to inform staff [and]
parents and to remove Mr Adams’s
name from the building”. But my fear
is that Highgate Wood — which says
that “this is an historic case and is in
no way linked to any existing member
of staff” — is perhaps not sufficiently
conscious that schools are living,
breathing social organisms, such that
every generation of teachers is
inextricably linked to the previous one.
What remains unclear is how

Adams’s crimes were missed for most
of his career. The victim’s barrister said
during the trial that a deputy head at
the time saw the victim naked with Mr

Adams and apparently turned a blind
eye. In the words of the barrister, “[the
victim] took the view that, after that,
the deputy headmaster was even
harsher on him than he was before”.
Also, the girlfriend of another boy says
she told a senior teacher that her
boyfriend — who was 16 — had been
abused by Mr Adams, but was ignored.
It is these failures to sound alarms

that uncovered for me some troubling
and upsetting memories of my own —
about another teacher at the school.
This teacher had a cupboard at the
back of his classroom, into which he
would invite certain boys to make him
his “special orange juice”.
They peed into a cup in front of him.
Everybody in my year and adjacent

years knew it was happening. The
more confident, savvier kids, like me,
steered clear. But for reasons that I
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In the third part of our series, Britain’s best-loved baker
shares his favourite recipes for gourmet breads — and
for those with a sweet tooth, buttery shortbread biscuits

Summer baking: the

Ingredients
500g plain white flour,
plus extra for dusting
1 tsp bicarbonate
of soda
1 tsp salt
400ml buttermilk

Method
1 Heat your oven to 200C and line a baking tray
with baking parchment or silicone paper.
2 Put all the dry ingredients into a large bowl
and mix well, then stir in the buttermilk to form
a sticky dough. Tip the dough onto a lightly floured
surface and shape it quickly into a ball. Flatten the
ball a little with your hand.
3 Put the dough on the baking tray. Mark it
into quarters, cutting deeply through the bread,
almost but not quite through to the base. Dust
with a little flour.
4 Bake for 30 min or until the loaf is cooked
through — it should be golden brown and sound
hollow when tapped on the base. Leave it to cool on
a wire rack. Soda bread is best eaten within a day of
baking. It freezes well.

Ingredients
500g strong white
bread flour, plus
extra for dusting
10g salt
10g instant yeast
400ml tepid water
2 tbsp olive oil, plus
extra for sprinkling
Fine semolina for
dusting (optional)
20 cherry tomatoes,
halved
2 balls of buffalo
mozzarella, about
125g each
Dried oregano for
sprinkling

Method
1 Oil a 2-3 litre square plastic container.
2 Put the flour into the bowl of a mixer fitted with
a dough hook (if you want to do it by hand, follow
the instructions in the box, left). Add the salt to one
side of the bowl and the yeast to the other. Add
three quarters of the water and begin mixing on a
slow speed. As the dough begins to come together,
slowly add the remaining water. Mix for a further
5-8 min on a medium speed. The dough should
now be wet and stretch easily when pulled. Add the
olive oil and mix for another 2 min.
3 Put the dough into the oiled tub, cover and leave
until at least doubled in size — about 1 hour.
4 Line 2 baking trays with baking parchment
or silicone paper.
5 Dust your work surface heavily with flour —
add some semolina too, if you have some. Tip
the dough out carefully onto the surface. Rather
than knocking it back, handle it gently so you
keep as much air in the dough as possible. Coat
the top with flour too. Cut the dough in half
lengthways, then cut each half across in two to
give 4 pieces of dough.
6 Stretch each piece of dough a little and lay two
breads on each prepared tray, spacing them apart.
Push 10 tomato halves into the surface of each
bread. Tear the mozzarella into little pieces and
push them in between the tomatoes. Sprinkle each
bread with olive oil, then oregano. Leave to rest
for 15 min. Meanwhile, heat your oven to 210C.
7 Bake for 15-20 min. Serve while still warm.

Soda bread
Makes 1 loaf
Leavened with bicarbonate of soda rather than
yeast, soda bread is really quick to make. It’s
perfect when you want to knock up something
fast for lunch or supper.

Cherry tomato and
mozzarella breads
Makes 4
These are delicious eaten still warm. If you can’t
serve them straight after baking, they can be
reheated in your oven at 220C for 5 min.

Extracted from
How to Bake
Copyright 2012
Paul Hollywood.
Photography
Copyright 2012
Peter Cassidy.
Published
by Bloomsbury
at £20. Available
from the Times
Bookshop for £18,
free p&p, on 0845
2712134 or at
timesbooks.co.uk

Prep
20 minutes

Bake
30 minutes

Prep 2 hours
Bake 1520
minutes

How to mix and knead by hand

Put the flour into your bowl and add the yeast to
one side and the salt to the other. Add the oil or
butter and pour in most of the water and start
combining everything with the fingers of one hand,
scrunching the ingredients together. Add more
water until you have a soft dough and all the flour
is mixed in. Now knead the dough on an oiled
surface by stretching it away from you, then folding
it back into the middle, turning it 45 degrees. Repeat
for 5-10 min until it becomes soft and elastic.
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Paul Hollywood guide

Ingredients
3 large or 4 medium,
ripe bananas,
roughly mashed
250g caster sugar
125g unsalted
butter, softened
2 medium eggs
250g plain flour
2 tsp baking powder
120g walnut pieces

Method
1 Heat your oven to 190C. Line a 1kg loaf tin with
baking parchment.
2 Using an electric hand-held whisk or mixer,
cream the bananas and sugar together until fluffy.
Add the butter and beat until evenly combined.
Beat in the eggs, one at a time, adding a spoonful
of flour with each.
3 Now sift the remaining flour and baking powder
over the mixture and carefully fold in. Finally, fold
in the walnut pieces.
4 Spoon the mixture into the prepared loaf tin and
spread evenly. Bake for 40 min, or until a skewer
inserted in the centre comes out clean. Remove
from the tin and cool on a wire rack.

Ingredients
225g unsalted butter,
softened, plus extra
for greasing
110g caster sugar,
plus extra for dusting
225g plain flour,
plus extra for dusting
110g cornflour
Pinch of salt

Method
1 Lightly butter 2 baking trays.
2 Put the butter and sugar into a large bowl and
cream together, using an electric hand-held whisk
or wooden spoon, until light and fluffy. Sift the
flour and cornflour into the bowl, add the salt and
mix together until smoothly combined. Tip the
mixture out onto a lightly floured surface and
knead to a soft dough.
3 Roll out the dough between 2 pieces of baking
parchment to a thickness of 1cm. Prick the dough
all over with a fork and cut into triangles or
whatever shapes you like, using a knife or biscuit
cutter. Re-roll the scraps once to cut more (if you
re-roll too many times the dough may start to
get greasy). Put the shortbreads on the prepared
baking trays and chill for at least 30 min.
4 Meanwhile, heat your oven to 170C.
5 Bake the shortbreads for about 20 min, until just
turning golden brown at the edges. Leave on the
baking trays for a few minutes to firm up slightly,
then lift the shortbreads onto a wire rack. Dust
with sugar and leave to cool. They will keep in
an airtight container for 3-4 days.

Ingredients
100g strong white
bread flour, plus
extra for dusting
200g strong wholemeal
bread flour
200g malted bread
flour
10g salt
10g instant yeast
30g unsalted
butter, softened
340ml cool water
150g pumpkin seeds
50g poppy seeds

Method
1 Put the flours into the bowl of a mixer fitted with
a dough hook (to do it by hand, see the box, left).
Add the salt to one side of the bowl and the yeast to
the other. Add the butter and three quarters of the
water and begin mixing on a slow speed. As the
dough starts to come together, slowly add the
remaining water. Mix for another 2 min on a slow
speed, then 5 min on a medium speed. Add the
pumpkin seeds and mix for a further 3 min.
2 Tip the dough into a lightly oiled large bowl,
cover with a tea towel and leave until at least
doubled in size — at least 1 hour.
3 Line 2 baking trays with baking parchment
or silicone paper. Scatter the poppy seeds on
a large board.
4 Tip the dough onto a lightly floured surface and
fold it in on itself repeatedly until all the air is
knocked out and the dough is smooth. Divide the
dough into 10 pieces. Roll each piece out to a slim
stick, about 30cm long. Brush with water and roll in
the poppy seeds, then lay the dough sticks on the
prepared baking trays, spacing them apart.
5 Put each tray inside a clean plastic bag and leave
to prove for 1 hour, or until the dough is at least
doubled in size and springs back quickly if you prod
it lightly with your finger. Heat your oven to 220C.
6 Bake the dough sticks for 15-20 min until golden
brown and crisp. Leave to cool on a rack.

Pumpkin seed sticks
with poppy seeds
Makes 10
These are great served as a pre-meal snack. Try dipping
them into an oven-baked whole small brie or camembert.

Banana bread
with walnuts
Makes 1 loaf
This simple, sustaining loaf is great for packed
lunches or picnics.

TOMORROWHOW TO MAKEPERFECTPIZZA

Prep
45 minutes

Bake
20 minutes

Prep
20 minutes

Bake
40 minutes

Prep
3 hours

Bake 1520
minutes

Buttery shortbread biscuits
Makes 20
This shortbread is impossible to resist. You can flavour it if
you like, adding a handful of chocolate chips or a sprinkle of
chopped rosemary or lavender to the dough as you knead it.
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The man who inherited America’
Five years after being ousted from NBC’s Tonight Show, Conan O’Brien
is bringing his new late-night talk show to the UK. Andrew Billen met him

B
ritain and America are
divided by a common
language. UK and US
television is divided by
the distinction between
“chat” and “talk”. In
Britain, a “chat show”
runs weekly for some of

the year at a reasonable hour and is no
big deal. In the US, a “talk show” runs
every weeknight well after 11pm and
yet always makes headlines. The US
shows are a bedtime ritual, and
because they are relatively cheap to
produce they make millions. Most

networks run at least two. On them,
careers are made and destroyed, not
least their hosts’. And the greatest of
them is NBC’s The Tonight Show,
which made Johnny Carson a legend.
In 2009, Carson’s successor Jay Leno

retired and was succeeded by an
awkward, boyish comedian named
Conan O’Brien, who had for 16 years
presented the show that followed
Tonight. O’Brien’s initial ratings were
promising. He soundly beat his older
rival David Letterman on CBS and
was drawing six million viewers a
night, including significantly more

800,000 — now augmented by a new
digital channel, truTV, which has just
begun showing it in the UK.
“I went through a rough period, but

I very much feel like I came through
the other side,” O’Brien says when we
meet in a London hotel. Others feel,
and it is reluctantly my final
impression, that any autopsy will find
Tonight engraved, like “Calais”, on his
heart. We met almost 20 years ago
and, physically, at 51, this tall, pale,
ginger-quiffed comedian has barely
changed, but I detect now a darkness
to his jokes. One is actually a riff on
committing suicide on TV.
O’Brien’s official take on his career is

that he is profoundly grateful. NBC
kissed him off with $33 million, and he
is still on TV. He always knew he was

under-fifties than his chubby, greying,
supremely reassuring predecessor,
Leno. It was time, surely, for a
hubristic press release: “Conan Is the
New King of Late Night.”
Seven months later, O’Brien said

goodnight on Tonight for the last time.
He was replaced by Leno, who had
called him the “only” and “perfect”
choice as his successor. Conan’s reign
had been more like an interregnum.
He is still a talk show host but on an

obscure cable channel, TBS. His Conan
gets lovely reviews and resonance on
social media, but is watched by

I envy
other
people’s
voices. My
hair has
never been
in style
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thought I had had a pretty fascinating
career. It now seems like five times
more fascinating than Evel Knievel’s.”
And if Leno came in now? A cackle.

“Is he out there? Do I think we would
end up in a pub throwing back drinks?
Probably not. I doubt we are going
to bump into each other but I’m
sure if we did it would be very
anticlimactic.”
I am sure it would be too, because

there are a few things to remember
about O’Brien. The first is that he was
brought up by his academic father
and lawyer mother in Boston as
Catholic: he values forgiveness. The
second is that he is married (to an
advertising executive he met while
filming a skit) and has two children,
ten and eight. His stance on TV’s
importance has changed. He thinks
Warhol came close when he said
everyone would be famous for
15 minutes: “We’re all going to have
our own talk show one day.”
The third is that he is a decent

guy. When we met in 1996 in London
he said to look him up in New York.

I took him at his word and he
showed me round his
Rockefeller Center studio.
The final week of his

Tonight Show bubbled with
scalding anarchy, but it ended

calmly with a speech in which he
said: “Nobody in life gets exactly

what they thought they were
going to get but if you work
really hard and you’re kind,
amazing things will happen.”
I say I admired him for

that. “People,” he replies,
“come up to me so often and
they can say the quote
exactly.”
His heart may bear the

legend Tonight, and I hope
one day he will feel up to
having it re-engraved in

something silly like comic sans,
but when late night falls at Coco
mansions in California, easy, I
suspect, lies the head that no
longer wears the crown.
Conan is on at 11pm, Monday to
Thursday, on truTV, Freeview 68,
Sky 565 and FreeSat 154

and I’ve had more young
people in the last few
years see this stuff I’m
doing than ever before
because of the internet.”
He enthuses about web

comedy. Clips are how shows gain
traction now: a good sketch goes viral
quickly. He says that Jimmy Fallon,
who peaceably succeeded Leno this
year, “does a great job, but I don’t sit
down and watch late-night TV.
Anyway, I think the scale is starting to
tip. We might be a few years away
from more people experiencing things
on the internet than on TV.”
His problem, I say, was that when he

grew up, Carson’s was the only throne

to aspire to. “You’re right. I grew up
with the idea of The Tonight Show and
probably was a little bit hypnotised by
that —but I love the show I get to do
now, the freedom that I have.” So
when in April Letterman announced
he was retiring, was he not hoping
CBS would phone him? “Oh, no, no.
First, Stephen Colbert [Letterman’s
successor-in-wating] is great. He is
a friend of mine. But also I replaced
Letterman once before . . .”
This spins us back to when

we were here in 1996,
promoting NBC’s Late
Night with Conan
O’Brien. He had
succeeded the
admired Letterman
in 1993, after
Letterman, who had
been passed over as
Carson’s successor
in favour of Leno,
moved to CBS. O’Brien’s
ratings were heading
north after some
terrible pannings. He
had only just won a
full-year contract. It
was, he said, like a
marriage: “A lot of
bitterness and mistrust.
My biggest fear,” he joked,
“was becoming the answer

rica’s TVcrown—and then lost it
Conan O’Brien, left,
and, right, interviewing
Benedict Cumberbatch.
O’Brien briefly took
over The Tonight Show
from Jay Leno, far
right. Below: Johnny
Carson, who hosted
The Tonight Show
for 30 years

I was dealt a
hand. I played
it the best way
that I could

to a Trivial Pursuit question. I didn’t
want to be the George Lazenby of
late-night television.”
And now, I tell him, he’s the answer

to one after all: the man who both
succeeded and preceded Jay Leno. I
detect his sense of humour is straining.
Lazenby was a good Bond, he points
out first, and then that he is at least
now the answer to more than one
question. “I’m ‘Who replaced David
Letterman in ’93?’ and ‘Who came
became between Leno and Leno?’
Next is: ‘Who was the first host to
take his own life on the air?’ That’s
in about six years.” Well, I hope not.

“No, no, it’ll be done very
pleasantly.” And it will go
viral, I offer. “If it doesn’t,
that would be sad. What a
terrible thing if I did that
and my first question to
St Peter is ‘How did it do
on the internet?’ and he
says, ‘The cat with the

piano beat you.’
“I refuse,” he clarifies, “to

MEGHAN SINCLAIR/CONACO, LLC

an unlikely occupant of Carson’s chair,
long warmed by a slick, Las Vegas-
ready stand-up. O’Brien came from
Harvard, The Simpsons’ writers’ room
and improv comedy.
“God, no, I’m not slick. I admire

people who are. I don’t have a
broadcaster’s voice. You have a better
voice for broadcasting. I’m constantly
envying other people’s voices. I have
had this hairstyle since I was 15. It was
never in style. If you were having a
casting call to pick a talk show host,
you might say, ‘He doesn’t have the
look. He doesn’t have the voice. He
doesn’t have the butt’, but to me,
anyway, a lot of these imperfections
are what make it honest.”
Maybe they meant he would never

deliver the Tonight that its audience
wanted? “I don’t think we’ll ever know,
frankly. It was an absurd situation. It’s
one of those historical hypothetical
questions. ‘What if Stalin had a jet
fighter in 1938?’ I honestly don’t know,
but I do know that situation was
completely off the charts.”
What took it there was Leno. In

2004 NBC, nervous that O’Brien, who
had for years hosted their 12.30am
show, would accept a big offer from
Fox, promised him Leno’s slot. But the
network lost its nerve. With the
economy in chaos and money for
drama tight, it handed Leno a daily
show at 10pm. O’Brien’s aired at 11.35,
before yet another talk show, Jimmy
Fallon’s, at 12.30.
There were, it transpired, only so

many monologues and celebs on sofas
audiences could take. The Jay Leno
Show bombed and its poor lead-in to
Tonight did not help O’Brien, now
being trampled on by Letterman. NBC
told O’Brien that Leno would move to
11.35, bumping his Tonight to past
midnight (wits said it would need to be
renamed Tomorrow). It was an offer
O’Brien could not but refuse. His fans
picketed the studios but their idol
walked, taking with him far less in
compensation than Leno would have
done. Leno returned to the Burbank
sound stage that had been his home
for 18 years, minus seven months.
O’Brien grew a beard and embarked

on a stand-up tour, The Legally
Prevented From Being Funny on
Television Tour. In November, he
began a show all his own. “I was dealt
a hand. I played it the best way that I
could. I won’t waste time on it. I love
trying to make people laugh and I’ve
got this nice forum where I get to do it

be defined by one thing. By ’96 I



48 FGM Wednesday August 6 2014 | the times

fashion

Left, from top: Safari
boots, £239; Wallabys,
£179. Below: velvet
slippers, £249. Right:
Alexa Chung in velvet
slippers. Far right: the

Duchess of
Cambridge in
tassled riding boots

to go to a party wearing a dress and
slippers.” Her and half the frow. “Alexa
has really helped, as have Pixie Lott
and Emma Roberts. They’re quite into
the new heeled Cubana boot. But, our
styles are timeless, mothers and
daughters wear our shoes.”

Her flair for the idiosyncratic instant
classic may perhaps be attributed to
her time as a successful product
designer working on commercial
property after training at the Byam
Shaw School of Art in London and
winning a scholarship to the
Complutense University in Madrid.
“Moving back to London I needed to
work and reinvent myself. I rode in
Spain and had my own riding boots
made to my own measurements which
were so beautiful that I felt there
might be a market for them.” She took

them to the Cross, a boutique in
west London. “I sold a hundred pairs
in a few months and those were
warm summer months too.”

Chilvers’ shoes are not one-season
wonders. “Artisanal and craft are
very much at the core of the
business.” For the first time she will
be introducing men’s footwear in
response to demand from husbands
and fathers. “Their jodhpur boots will
have coloured soles — a beautiful
conceit, don’t you think? You won’t
see the flash of that sole till they
kneel down or get up.”

For a woman with form for spotting
trends, I ask her to predict the It shoe
of the autumn. She shows me a
moccasin-style shoe with a platform
sole, recognisable as the footwear
Walter White wears in Breaking Bad
— last fashionable in the Eighties.
“Wallabys make your feet look tiny as
well as cute and gamine,” she says
authoritatively. You heard it here first.
We’ll all be wearing Wallabys.
Penelope Chilver’s second store
opens on September 1 at 69 Duke St,
London W1, penelopechilvers.com

The shoe designer who hates heels
The Duchess of Cambridge buys her boots, Alexa Chung loves her slippers and now the fashion
crowd want her newWallabys. Carolyn Asome on the rise of shoe designer Penelope Chilvers

P
enelope Chilvers is the
queen of flats. She was
the woman who got the
Duchess of Cambridge
wearing tasselled
Spanish riding boots (she
was snapped in them on
the cover of Paris Match

when she got engaged). Cate Blanchett
was so taken by a pair of Chilvers’
boots that she drove with her husband
from Wales where she was filming
Robin Hood to the designer’s studio to
buy multiple pairs. Other fans include
Alexa Chung, Coco Sumner, Elle
Macpherson and Claudia Schiffer.

Perhaps perversely for a high-
fashion brand, Chilvers’ biggest
priority is comfort. “I have a design
philosophy that adheres stridently to:
‘We make go-anywhere, do-anything
footwear that empowers women’,” the
diminutive blonde designer with
piercing blue eyes tells me. “Each time
I feel I’m veering off, I always bear
that in mind.”

Those who once dismissed Chilvers
as catering mostly to West London
yummy mummies outdoing each
other on the school run are eating
their words. Retail sales have
increased by 228 per cent for the ten-
year-old label and virtually every style
in her core range has been fêted by the
fashion press as well as becoming a
commercial bestseller. She has a
brilliant eye for the hit shoe of the
season, from her hugely successful,
Impossible snow boot — so named
because it proved a headache to make
— to her bespoke velvet slippers which
helped to fuel the mania for pyjama
slippers and, more recently, her neon-
trim jodhpur boots. Her walking boots,
which feature in this month’s Vogue
and tap into the current utilitarian
trend, promise to be another winner.

We meet at her minimalist house
(which once belonged to architect
John Pawson), where she shows me
her new collection, which focuses on
intricate African detail. “These are
very wearable styles which
aren’t precious,” she
explains, pointing to a
selection of safari boots
and high-heeled velvet
Cubana boots. “For many
of our customers they
become old friends.
They wear them day in,
day out. And because
they are all Goodyear-
soled, you can have
them resoled and they
last a lot longer.” I can
confirm that: my mid-
calf-length boots,
bought on maternity
leave five years ago, are
still going strong.

Few brands offer such
a far-ranging assortment of stylish,
practical, bestselling flats for an
(admittedly) moneyed lifestyle. Knee
boots start at £469 and ankle boots
cost £259, but as designer footwear
goes they are a bargain. You won’t find
teetering heels at Penelope Chilvers.
“My daughters beg and every so often
I think perhaps I will, but I don’t.

Although look at these,” she
says as she pulls out navy wedge
loafers for me to try on.

They add five inches to my dwarf
frame and, yes, they are comfortable.
“I wore them to a party the other day
and they were fine by the end of the
night,” Chilvers says. “The time for
that very, very high heel is over. I love

west London. “I sold a hundred pairs
in a few months and those were 
warm summer months too.” 
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Above: Penelope Chilvers. Left: Ella
Catliff of La Petite Anglaise; far left,
InStyle fashion director Arabella
Greenhill, both in Cubana boots
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White House aide who
campaigned against guns
James Brady
Page 50

Baroness Miller of Hendon
Beauty entrepreneur who became a forceful campaigner for women in politics and was never short of advice

Miller shows eye make-up techniques to an attentive audience. Below, in later life she was a tough political campaigner

An outspoken campaigner for women
inpolitics,DoreenMiller rose swiftly to
prominence in the Conservative party
inLondonduring theThatcher era. She
was also a beauty entrepreneur with a
flourishing mail-order business and
was forthright not just on how women
should succeed in their careers but
what they should look like doing it —
beginning with their hair. “For a
woman her hair is more like a baro-
meter of her state of mind,” she wrote.
Miller’s long campaign to win a seat

in the House of Commons began with
the founding of a cosmetics business.
Not enough MPs had business skills,
she said, and so she made sure she
acquired some. She launched the Uni-
versalBeautyClub, sendingouther first
parcel of perfumes and false eyelashes
in February 1972 for £1 plus post and
packaging. It was so popular that six
months later she had 40,000 members
and the Financial Times listed her as the
fourth biggest buyer of beauty products
in the country. She moved from work-
ing at home to her husband’s office and
had soon expanded to a packaging
plant in South Wales and customers in
Germany and Australia. She admitted
to bouts of nerves: “Iwoke up in the
middle of the night and thought Imust
be stark raving mad.”
However, she still found time to pub-

lish a book, Let’s make up, packed with
tips for facingpublic life, fromremoving
unwanted facial hair to how to walk
properly and to apply lipstick. She
wrote: “What is the last thing you do
before you leave the house?Put the cat
out?Turn off the gas?Shut the
windows?No —you check your lip-
stick.” On walking, she said, don’t
“mince,waddle,wriggle,marchor shuf-
fle. Point your toes forwards, swing
your arms gently.” There were exercise
tips too: the “pelvic rock, the thigh trim-
mer, hip slicker, bust improver and the
tummy firmer”.Miller sold thebusiness
in 1988 and made enough money to be
able to devote her time fully to political
and public affairs.
Over the previous decade she had

established a formidable reputation as a
tenacious activist in a number of
London constituencies, including
Finchley,whichMargaretThatcher rep-
resented.Bythe1990sshewasoneof the
most popular Conservative women in
the capital, becoming, successively,
chairwomanandpresidentof theparty’s
organisation there. In 1999 she even
launched a campaign—unsuccessfully
— to become the first Conservative
candidate to be Mayor of London with
the slogan, “Call Me Doreen”. “The first
thing I would sort out is our
appalling road signs,” she
promised.
In the 1980s she was

constantly frustrated in
her efforts to win a seat
in the Commons. Con-
servative associations
were notoriously reluc-
tant to adopt women
candidatesandshe failed
to secure selection. She
tried for 91 seats but
was only ever
interviewed
in nine.
Miller

respond-
ed by or-

ganising highly effective campaigns to
help women to overcome barriers. She
became chairwoman of the non-politi-
cal 300 Group which fought for equal
representation for women in political
and public life. Its aim was to see 300
women MPs.
She tackled the complaints of bias

against women among selection com-
mittees, especially those in safe Tory
seats that had had the same candidates
for decades: “They do not know how to
lookat a curriculumvitaeorwhatques-
tions to ask.”
Theywould ask her, “Does your hus-

band knowyou are here?” She once ad-
mitted: “The real horror questions are
inevitably flung at you from a woman.
For instance, you are asked, ‘If one of

your children was suddenly
taken seriously ill and
rushed to hospital and we
needed you in your consti-
tuency, where would you
be?’ I said to awomanwho
asked me if she had asked
the three male candidates
the same question and she
looked at me as if I was a
nutcase.”

Miller took her cam-
paign to find

future
women
MPs to
univer-
sities

andcameupwitha“talentbank” , listing
600 potential candidates to disprove
“the old argument that there aren’t
enough women to fill public rosters”.
Doreen Feldman was born into a

Jewish family in north London in 1933.
After attending Brondesbury and Kil-
burn High School she completed just
one year at the London School of Eco-
nomics before her marriage, in 1955, to
HenryMiller, who became a successful
solicitor.
She was fond of saying that she then

took a 50-year gap before completing
her higher education with an MA in
legislative studies at Hull University in

2009. She had three sons, Mycal, now
working for charities that train carers,
Paul, who runs a computer business,
and David, a property manager.
Her work brought her to the atten-

tion of JohnMajorwho as primeminis-
ter from 1990was conscious of theneed
toenlargeopportunities forwomen.He
appointed her to the Lords in 1993 and
a year later she joined the government
as a whip, taking to five the number of
women on the Conservative front
bench in the upper house.
She had a relaxed, engaging style at

the dispatch box andwas always on top
of her numerous subjects, thanks to the
detailed briefing by her husband, who
became her devoted unpaid research
assistant. She found relaxation in sup-
porting Arsenal, often in the company
of the Labour peer, Lord Clarke of
Hampstead.
Miller always took a keen interest in

law and order issues. In her maiden
speech in November 1993 she startled
hernewcolleaguesby saying: “I suspect
that hardly any of your Lordships have
been held up with a double-barrelled
shotgun at your head for half an hour,
which seemed like a lifetime.” The
ordeal had occurred when she arrived
at her hairdresser’s for an early
appointment. “Unfortunately an
armed gang were waiting to ambush a
bullion van that was making a delivery
next door.” Her husband had taken
her excited references to being
“held up” tomean that shehadbeende-
layed.
Of 400 letters received by her

husband sinceherdeath, a quarterhave
been from politicians —male and
female—saying their careerwould not
havebeen the samewithoutMiller. The
motto on her coat of arms was “Why
not?”

Baroness Miller of Hendon, MBE,
Conservative politician and women’s
campaigner, was born on June 13, 1933.
She died on June 21, 2014, aged 81

She applied to be a Tory
candidate in 91 seats but
got only nine interviews

NEWS GROUP NEWSPAPERS

Nigel Ryan
Sandy Gall writes:
Your excellent
obituary of Nigel
Ryan (July 28),
former editor of
ITN, mentioned his
quirky wit. When I
was in Vietnam in
1968 reporting the

TetOffensive for ITN, I sent a request to
Londonfor£300expenses.Unknownto
me, the Saigon post office added a
nought, making it £3,000. Nigel telexed
back: “You’re supposed to be reporting
Vietnam, not buying it.” But hewas also
generous beyond belief. When my
daughter Michaela, one of his many
goddaughters, was 8, she woke to find a
giant chocolate bunny outside her
bedroom door, courtesy of Charbonnel
& Walker.

Lettice Curtis
Mike Wilkey writes:
As your obituary
(Aug 2) suggested,
Lettice Curtis was a
difficult woman but
an excellent pilot. A
point, though, about
your reference to
“Ferry Pilots

Notes”. This document was critical to
the safe ferrying of aircraft used by the
RAF. Each new type was tested before
going into service so that a pilot who
may not even have sat in the cockpit
would have information regarding in-
struments, controls, pitch, boost and
low-speed characteristics. The import-
anceof thisdocumentwasrecognisedat
the end of the war by the award of the
only OBE below commander level to
Captain J Watson, editor of the notes,
for his sterling work in test flying.

Mary, Duchess of
Roxburghe

John Somerville
writes: I met Mary
Roxburghe (obitu-
ary, July 31) when I
was with Sotheby’s
at the Mentmore
House sale in 1977
when she intro-
duced herself as

“prime minister Rosebery’s grand-
daughter”. Later, at a Sotheby’s lunch-
eon hosted by Sir Michael Stewart,
though divorced she still took prece-
dence as a duchess and so sat on his
right, withCountess Spencer on his left.
I was on Mary’s right and, during the
pudding, she said to me sotto voce, “My
dear, if I suddenly get up to go it is not
because you are boringme, but I amnot
having her (indicating Lady Spencer
with her spoon) do her usual and try—
as she thinks she can, as the stepmother
of our future Queen— to be the first to
leave and pull rank on me.” Although
shewas not prepared to give somuch as
an inch when it came to who she was,
she travelled toand fromBondStreet by
bus whereas Countess Spencer arrived
and departed in a chauffeured Rolls.

Lives remembered

If you would like to add a personal view or
recollection to a published obituary, you

can send your contribution by post to Times
Obituaries, 1 London Bridge Street, London SE1
9GF, or by email to tributes@thetimes.co.uk

@
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James Brady
White House aide who was injured in an assassination attempt on Ronald Reagan and who became a vocal anti-gun campaigner

Brady back in the Oval Office after his return to work and, below, lying prostrate after being shot by John Hinckley Jr

The cause of handgun control in the
United States had few more eloquent
spokesmen than James Brady, and
no-onemore suitable. Shot through the
head and left partially paralysed in an
attempted assassination of President
Ronald Reagan in 1981, he and his wife
fought to clamp down on unfettered
gun ownership, resulting in the
so-called “Brady bill”.
OntheafternoonofMarch30, 1981,as

Reagan left the Washington Hilton
Hotel where he had just given a speech
and walked 50ft to his limousine, aman
in the crowd shouted “Mr President”
andopened fire. In thephotographs and
footage of the ensuing chaos that
flashed around the world, Brady could
be seen lying on the pavement bleeding
as a mass of aides and bystanders piled
on top of the gunman and Reagan was
rushedintoanarmouredcar.Theshoot-
er, John Hinckley Jr, who had bought
the gun at a pawn shop inDallas for $29,
later claimed he hoped to impress the
actress Jodie Foster and was found not
guilty on the grounds of insanity.
While Reagan made a speedy recov-

ery from a bullet to the lung and two
securitymenwere also injured, Brady’s

wounds were so critical that reports
circulated he had died. Instead it
emerged that he was “clinging to life”.
Nicknamed “the Bear” for his bulky

figure,Brady, then40,hadbeenaregular
sight next to Reagan in the few months
since his election. Although Nancy
Reagan was initially said to have made
disparaging remarksabouthisunphoto-
genic features, he soon earned her
respect. A tough extrovert who had
spentmost of his working life in politics,
he was known for a self-depreciating
sense of humour.One incident from the
campaign trail particularly delighted
reporters. Reagan hadmade an off-the-
cuff remark about trees causing more
“pollution”than car exhausts andBrady,
on thepresident’s campaignaircraft as it
flew over a forest, could be heard crying
out “killer trees, killer trees”.
When he got the job as press secre-

tary his predecessor under President
Carter had sent him a bulletproof vest
as a joke with a note pinned to it: “It’s
not the bullets that get you in this job,
it’s the ants and the gnats”.
After the shooting Brady spent nine

months in hospital. When he finally
came home he had lost 50lbs. He was
welcomed back to the White House

with a hug fromMrs Reagan, who said:
“You aremyY andH [young and hand-
some]”.Thepress roomwaspackedwith
reporterswhobroke into applause as he
appeared in a wheelchair. Brady
quipped, “Imiss most of you.”
Hesaidwhenhe first tried towritehis

name it came out “Jimmmmmmmm”.
He had permanent brain damage,
impaired speech and partial paralysis
and lived with a “pain sometimes so
intense I cry”. “What I was, I am not
now,” Brady said. “What I was, I will
never be again.”

However, he was still a formidable
force in Washington and, with his wife
Sarah, began to lobby for tighter gun
control, including a waiting period for
the purchase of handguns and back-
ground checks. A lifelong Republican
and former member of an administra-
tion forwhich the revolverwas a sacred
icon, he quipped: “Everyonce in awhile
you need to wake up and smell the pro-
pane. I needed to be hit in the head
before I started hitting the bricks.” The
couple were spurred on when Sarah
was shocked to discover their six-year-
old son, Scott, playing with a real gun
—“very much like the one that had
shot Jim”—thathe foundon the seat of
a friend’s car.
Brady derided as “lamebrain non-

sense” the National Rifle Association’s
assertion that a waiting period would
inconvenience legitimate gun buyers.
“Everyday,”he said, “Ineedhelpgetting
out of bed, help taking a shower, and
help getting dressed, and—damn it—I
need help going to the bathroom. I
guess I’mpaying for their convenience.”
The “BradyBill” failed to get to a vote

in 1990, but the following year, after
gaining Reagan’s support, it was resur-
rected. Itwas a turning point.Watching

the 239 to 186 vote in theHouse ofRep-
resentatives fromhiswheelchair,Brady
flashed the victory sign to reporters. “I
told President Reagan when I called
him this evening,” he said later, “that
the truth wins out. The truth always
wins out. And the little guys won”.
The son of a railway worker, James

Brady was born in 1940 in Centralia, Il-
linois, and became interested in politics
at the University of Illinois, where he
gained a degree in communications
and political science. By that time he
wasalreadymarried, andwhenhewent
on to law school there was a daughter,
Melissa, to support. Brady collected
empty soda bottles and sold encyclo-
paedias to make ends meet.
He dropped out, tried accountancy

and teaching, and finally got a jobman-
aging the campaign of an Illinois Re-
publican in the 1964 election. He
gained sufficient political connections
to make a living, though his first mar-
riage failed. He then met Sarah Jane
Kemp,whowasworking for theRepub-
lican National Committee. They mar-
ried in 1973 and had a son James Scott
Brady Jr.
In Washington Brady held positions

in the Nixon and Ford administrations
and finally joined Reagan’s 1980 cam-
paign as director of public affairs and
research.When it seemed that his less-
than-telegenic appearance might de-
prive him of the post of press secretary
he was in limbo for several weeks, tell-
ing reporters: “I come before you today
not as just anotherpretty facebutoutof
sheer talent.” Reagan kept his job open
after the shooting and Brady went into
the White House every Friday to an-
swer letters. He stepped down in 1989.
The Bradys ran the Brady Campaign

to Prevent Gun Violence and were
familiar figures in the US, speaking out
after shootings. Brady continued to
undergo physical therapy and was lat-
terly confined to a nursing home. Sarah
had recently overcome lung cancer.
They maintained a lifelong friend-

ship with the Reagans. Mrs Reagan
described the day of the shooting, sit-
tingwith Sarah “in a tiny roomnear the
emergency room at George Washing-
ton University Hospital, trying to com-
fort each other while we both were
gripped with unspeakable fear. . . The
bond we established then was unlike
any other.”
Brady saidhecouldbarely remember

the day. “Well, it’s not classy to be bitter
and I try to be classy as you know.”

James Brady, White House press
secretary and campaigner, was born on
August 29, 1940. He died on August 4,
2014, aged 73

Wing Commander Archie Boyd
Night-fighter pilot who shot down ten enemy aircraft and was known throughout the RAF for his supreme composure in action
Archie Boyd was a night-fighter ace
who flew a remarkable 595 sorties
during the SecondWorldWar and shot
down ten enemy aircraft.
The key to his success was an almost

psychic relationship with his radar
operator, Alex Clegg, which developed
during four years of flying together in
twin-engine Blenheims and Beaufight-
ers. It was an unlikely pairing; Boyd, a
young sportsman, and Clegg, a char-
tered surveyor ten years his senior.
They came together as theRAF took its
first tentative steps against theLuftwaf-
fe’s bombers at night, but the introduc-
tionof the fast andheavilyarmedBeau-
fighter turned it into a deadly business.
Using the aircraft’s onboard radar,
Clegg would identify a hostile aircraft
as a blip on his screen and guide his

pilot towards it. Boyd’s shooting skills
did the rest. He was known throughout
the RAF for his composure in action.
Born in 1918, Archibald Douglas

McNeill Boyd was educated at Harrow
School and Trinity College, Oxford,
where he read engineering. He was a
good cricketer and golfer and a fine
shot. At Oxford he joined the Air
Squadron and cut short his degree to
volunteer for the RAF in 1939. He
joined600Squadron,whichwasa “spe-
cialist” night-fighter squadron, but its
Blenheims carried no radar. He always
disclaimed being one of “the Few” in
the Battle of Britain. “We were periph-
eral,” he said, but the records show he
was constantly in action.
HehadmarriedUrsulaSteven inJuly

1940. “We didn’t know how long I

would survive so we thought we’d bet-
ter get on with it,” he said. They re-
mainedmarried until her death in 2011.
The first of their three children was
born in January 1943. Of their sons,
Archie went on to work in the City and
John in industry, while their married
daughter, Corinne, lives in France.
Boyd completedhis first tour of oper-

ations in the summer of 1942 after two
years in the front line. Two months
later, aged only 24 but already a wing
commander, he was given command of
219 Squadron where his expertise in
engineering was invaluable in solving
teething troubles with the air-intercep-
tion radar.
After the war, Boyd continued to fly,

as a test pilot for Vickers. On one occa-
sion he woke from sleeping off a gastric

complaint in the back of the new Vis-
count to find his co-pilotwas proposing
to land in aCairo street. “I think I’ll take
her now,” he said calmly, taking the
controls and locating the airport. He
later joined the engineering company
Richardsons Westgarth, retiring as its
chairman in 1981. Afterwards, he sailed
in the Solent and, withUrsula, renovat-
ed a house in France, where they set up
home in their late eighties.
When his children sometimes ob-

jected to what they thought was his ob-
sessive attention to detail, he reminded
them: “That’s what kept me alive.”

Wing Commander Archie Boyd, DSO,
DFC, night fighter pilot and businessman,
was born on June 20, 1918. He died on
April 4, 2014, aged 95

President Carter’s press
secretary sent him a
bulletproof vest as a joke

DICK SWANSON/GETTY
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Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15 Heir Hunters
10.00 Homes Under the Hammer
11.00 Don’t Get Done, Get Dom
11.45 Saints and Scroungers
12.15pm Bargain Hunt 1.00 BBC
News; Weather 1.30 BBC Regional
News; Weather 1.45 Doctors 2.15
Perfection 3.00 Escape to the
Country 3.45 Wanted Down Under
4.30 Flog It! 5.15 Pointless 6.00
BBC News 6.30 BBC Regional News
Programmes 7.00 The Sheriffs Are
Coming 8.00 The Great British Bake
Off 9.00 Operation Wild 10.00 BBC
News 10.25 BBC Regional News;
Weather 10.35 Who Do They Think
They Are? 10 Years, 100 Shows 11.35
FILM: The Man Without a Face
(1993) 1.35am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.00am Homes Under the Hammer
7.00 Wanted Down Under 7.45
Animal Park 8.15 Sign Zone 11.00
BBC News 11.30 BBC World News
12.00 Life in the Freezer 1.00pm My
Life in Books 1.30 Breakaway 2.15
FILM: Mrs Miniver (1942) 4.20 Italy
Unpacked 5.20 Vintage Antiques
Roadshow 6.00 Eggheads 6.30
Railways of the Great War with
Michael Portillo 7.00 The Hairy
Bikers’ Asian Adventure 8.00 The
Stuarts 9.00 The World’s War:
Forgotten Soldiers of Empire 10.00
Backchat with Jack Whitehall and
His Dad 10.30 Newsnight 11.20
The Secret History of Our Streets
12.20am-12.50 Sign Zone: The
Village That’s Falling into the Sea

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
Let’s Do Lunch with Gino & Mel 1.30
ITV News 2.00 The Speakmans
3.00 Secret Dealers 4.00 Tipping
Point 5.00 The 21st Question 6.00
Regional News 6.30 ITV News 7.00
Emmerdale 7.30 Coronation Street
8.00 All Star Mr & Mrs 9.00 Secrets
from the Clink 10.00 ITV News at
Ten 10.40 Weight Loss Ward 11.40
Off the Beaten Track 12.05am
Jackpot247 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle
Show USA 3.40 ITV Nightscreen
4.15 Britain’s Best Bakery
5.05-6.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun 7.35 The King of
Queens 8.00 Everybody Loves
Raymond 9.00 Frasier 10.00 The
Big Bang Theory 11.00 Come Dine
with Me 12.00 Channel 4 News
Summary 12.05pm Come Dine with
Me 1.40 Four in a Bed 2.40
Countdown 3.30 Deal or No Deal
4.30 Win It Cook It 5.00 Couples
Come Dine with Me 6.00 The
Simpsons 6.30 Hollyoaks

7.00 Channel 4 News 8.00 Sarah
Beeny’s Double Your House for Half
the Money 9.00 One Born Every
Minute 10.00 The Mimic 10.30 8
Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown
11.35 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares
USA 12.25am Lovebox Festival 2014
1.20 Heston’s Great British Food
2.15 FILM: Elegy (2008) 4.10
Revenge 4.55 River Cottage Bites
5.05-6.00 Deal or No Deal

Sky1
6.00am Glee 7.00 Dog the Bounty
Hunter 8.00 Futurama 10.00
NCIS: Los Angeles 2.00pm The
Simpsons 3.00 Glee 4.00 Futurama
5.00 The Simpsons 5.30 Futurama
6.30 The Simpsons 8.00 Modern
Family 9.00 An Idiot Abroad 2
10.00 A League of Their Own 11.00
NCIS: Los Angeles. Double bill
1.00am Brit Cops: Rapid Response
3.00 Road Wars 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News 8.30
World Business Report 8.45 BBC
World News 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00
BBC World News 10.30 World
Business Report 10.45 Sport Today
11.00 BBC World News 12.00 GMT
1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 HARDtalk
4.00 Global 5.30 World Business
Report 5.45 Sport Today 6.00
Outside Source 6.30 Focus on
Africa 7.00 World News Today
with Zeinab Badawi 8.30 World
Business Report 8.45 Sport Today
9.00 Business Edition with Tanya
Beckett 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00 BBC
World News America 11.00
Newsday 11.30 Asia Business
Report 11.45 Sport Today 12.00
Newsday 12.30am Asia Business
Report 12.45 Sport Today 1.00
Newsday 1.30 Asia Business Report
1.45 Sport Today 2.00 BBC World
News 2.30 Asia Business Report
2.45 Sport Today 3.00 BBC World
News 3.30 Asia Business Report
3.45 Sport Today 4.00 BBC World
News 4.30 HARDtalk 5.00 BBC
World News 5.30 World Business
Report 5.45-6.00 BBC World News

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Good Morning Sports Fans
9.00 Game Changers 10.00
Premiership Years 12.00 The
Fantasy Football Club 12.30pm
One2Eleven 12.45 One2Eleven 1.00
PL 100 Club 1.30 The Fantasy
Football Club 2.00 Barclays Premier
League Legends 2.30 Premiership
Years 4.30 The Fantasy Football
Club 5.00 Football Gold 5.30
One2Eleven 5.45 One2Eleven

6.00 SPFL Preview 6.55 Live
Football: Galatasaray v Atletico
Madrid (Kick-off 7.00) 9.00 FL72
Review 10.00 Football 12.05am
SPFL Preview 1.05 FL72 Review
2.05 Football 4.10 One2Eleven: Tim
Howard and Paulo Sousa 4.20
One2Eleven: Joe Cole and Jason
Manford 4.30 SPFL Preview 5.30
One2Eleven: Tim Howard and
Paulo Sousa 5.45-6.00 One2Eleven:
Joe Cole and Jason Manford

Sky Sports 2
6.00am England’s Best Ashes Days
7.00 Best of ICC World T20 7.30
Sporting Greats 8.00 Sports
Unlimited 9.00 Super League
Backchat 9.30 Australia’s Best
Ashes Days 11.00 England’s Best
Ashes Days 12.00 Best of ICC World
T20 12.30pm Sporting Greats 1.00
Ashes Modern Classics 1.30 Best of
ICC World T20 1.55 Live Royal
London One-Day Cup Cricket: Kent
Spitfires v Glamorgan 10.00 Boots
‘n’ All 11.00 Total Rugby 11.30
Racemax 12.00 Max Power
1.00am Boots ‘n’ All 2.00 England’s
Best Ashes Days 3.00 Best of ICC
World T20 3.30 Sporting Greats
4.00 England’s Best Ashes Days
5.00 Best of ICC World T20
5.30-6.00 Sporting Greats

Sky Sports 3
6.00am Sporting Greats 6.30
Sporting Rivalries 7.00 WWE
Vintage 8.00 ATP Masters Tennis
9.00 Sporting Greats 10.00
Sporting Heroes: Linford Christie
Interviews Allan Wells 11.00 Racing
News 11.30 Surf Unleashed 12.00
ATP Masters Tennis 1.00pm Surf
Unleashed 1.30 UIM F1H2O World
Championship 2.00 WWE: Bottom
Line 3.00 ATP Masters Tennis 4.00
Live ATP Masters Tennis: The
Rogers Cup 10.00 Sporting Greats
10.30 Sporting Rivalries 11.30 Live
ATP Masters Tennis: The Rogers
Cup 3.30am Sporting Heroes:
Linford Christie Interviews Allan
Wells 4.30 Sporting Rivalries
5.00-6.00 Sporting Greats

British Eurosport
7.30am Cycling 9.00 Fifa
Under-20s Women’s World Cup
Football 11.00 Cycling 2.15 Live
Cycling: The Tour of Poland 3.45
Cycling 4.00 Live Football: Slask
Wroclaw v Borussia Dortmund 6.10
Wednesday Selection 6.15
Equestrian 6.30 Riders Club 6.35
European Tour Golf 7.05 Golf 8.05
Ladies European Tour Golf 8.20
Golf Club 8.25 Golf 8.40 Yacht Club
8.45 Wednesday Selection 8.50
Live Fifa Under-20s Women’s World
Cup Football: England v South
Korea (Kick-off 9.00) 11.00 FIA
World Touring Car Championship
11.35-12.35am Cycling

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer for the
Day 5.45 Farming Today 5.58 Tweet
of the Day (r) 6.00 Today 9.00 The
Long View 9.30 Publishing Lives (r)
9.45 (LW) Daily Service 9.45 Book
of the Week 10.00 Woman’s Hour
10.56 Listening Project 11.00 Radio
4 Psalter 11.30 Gobetweenies (r)
12.00 News 12.01pm (LW) Shipping
12.04 Home Front 12.15 You and
Yours 1.00 The World at One 1.45
Plants 2.00 The Archers (r) 2.15
Afternoon Drama 3.00 Bricks and
Bubbles (r) 3.30 Inside Health (r)
4.00 Thinking Allowed 4.30 Media
Show 4.55 1914: Day by Day 5.00
PM 5.54 (LW) Shipping 6.00 (LW)
News 6.00 News 6.30 Dead Ringers
7.00 The Archers 7.15 Front Row
7.45 Diary of Samuel Pepys: 1669
8.00 The Moral Maze 8.45 Four
Thought 9.00 Heal Thyself (r) 9.30
The Long View (r) 10.00 The World
Tonight 10.45 Book at Bedtime
11.00 Future of Radio 11.15 Little
Lifetimes 11.30 With Great Pleasure
(r) 12.30am Book of the Week (r)
12.48 Shipping 1.00 As World
Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06
The Watergate Legacy 9.30 Click
10.00 World Update 11.00 News
11.06 Outside Source 12.00 News
12.06pm Outlook 1.00 Newshour
2.00 Newshour 3.00 News 3.06
Business Daily 3.30 The
Documentary 4.00 The Newsroom
4.30 Sport Today 5.00 The
Newsroom 5.30 World Business
Report 6.00 World Have Your Say
7.00 The Newsroom 7.30
Healthcheck 8.00 News 8.06
HARDtalk. With Stephen Sackur
8.30 World Business Report 8.50
From Our Own Correspondent
9.00 Newshour. The stories behind
the latest headlines 10.00 News
10.06 Outlook. Perspectives on
important issues 11.00 News 11.06
The Newsroom 11.30 World
Business Report 12.00 The
Newsroom 12.20am Sports News
12.30 The Watergate Legacy 1.00
News 1.06 Business Matters 2.00
The Newsroom 2.30 Healthcheck
3.00 News 3.06 Outlook 4.00
Newsday 4.30-5.00 Assignment

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 12.00 Composer of the
Week: Igor Stravinsky 1.00pm News
1.02 Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert.
Mark Padmore in a recital of songs
by Schumann and Huw Watkins
2.00 Afternoon on 3. William
Christie conducts Les Arts
Florissants in sacred motets by
Rameau 3.30 Choral Evensong. Live
from Buckfast Abbey, Devon, during
the 2014 Exon Singers’ Festival 4.30
In Tune. Suzy Klein is joined by the
conductor Neville Marriner and
presents live music by Ladysmith
Black Mambazo 6.00 Composer of
the Week: Igor Stravinsky (r) 7.00
Live BBC Proms 2014. The BBC
NOW performs Elgar’s First
Symphony and Mathias’s Violin
Concerto 10.00 Proms Plus Late.
Music and poetry by Maya Youssef
and Emily Berry 10.25 Anglo-Saxon
Portraits. The stories of Alfred
the Great, and his daughter,
Aethelflaed 11.00 Late Junction.
Tracks from a new collaboration
between Susanna and Jenny Hval
12.30am-6.30 Through the Night

Births, Marriages and Deaths the times.co.uk/announcements
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Declaring Trump Contracts – 16
CommunicationDifficulties

Suits with no low cards in one
hand can present problems eg:

(i) (ii) (iii)
♥AQ3 ♠A32 ♦AKJ3
W E W E W E

♥K ♠KQ ♦Q
To score all the tricks, you need to
play out the blocking cards, then
cross to the longer length (dummy
in the above examples) to enjoy
the extra card(s). If dummy’s only
side entry is in trumps, then you
have to unblock the suit before
crossing in trumps.

Take these two examples:

Declarer beats ♣10 lead with
♣A and notes the blocked
diamond position. With ♠K the
only dummy entry outside
diamonds, declarer can cash ♠A,
but must unblock ♦K before he
crosses to ♠K. Then, leaving ♠Q
out, he leads out ♦AQJ, discarding
♣85 and ♥3. He now uses ♥QJ10
sequence to force out ♥AK and so

sets up a third-round heart winner.
He scores four trumps, four
diamonds, ♣A and a heart, losing
just ♠Q plus ♥AK. 10 tricks and
game made.

Trick one goes ♣10, ♣2, ♣6,
♣A. This time there is no way to
dummy’s diamond winners – apart
from in diamonds itself. You cash
♠AK, both following, but must
now sacrifice your fourth diamond
trick and overtake ♦K with ♦A
(key play), then cashing ♦QJ
discarding ♣85.

You next work on hearts, need-
ing two tricks and hoping for a 3-3
split. ♥Q loses to West’s ♥A, who
now cashes ♠J and leads ♣3. You
ruff East’s ♣Q and lead ♥3 to ♥J.
East wins ♥K and leads ♣K but
you ruff with your last trump, cash
♥10 and, when you see both
opponents follow, can table ♥4, a
length winner. 10 tricks and game
made. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N
W E

S

♠632
♥QJ5
♦AQJ4
♣J42

1♠ Pass 2♦ Pass
2♥ Pass 3♠(1) Pass
4♠ End

(1) 10-12 points and delayed (ie three-card)
spade support.

S W N E

♠AK874
♥10432
♦K
♣A85

♠Q10
♥K86
♦108752
♣KQ6

♠J95
♥A97
♦963
♣10973

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N
W E

S

♠K62
♥Q52
♦AQJ4
♣J42

1♠ Pass 2♦ Pass
2♥(1) Pass 4♠ End

(1) Showing his 5♠-4♥ shape.

S W N E

♠A8743
♥J1043
♦K
♣A85

♠Q105
♥K8
♦108752
♣KQ6

♠J9
♥A976
♦963
♣10973

Contract: 4♠
Lead: ♣10

Contract: 4♠
Lead: ♣10

________
árD D D D]
à0pDrDqi ]
ß DpG gpD]
ÞD D 0 D ]
Ý DPDQD D]
ÜD D DP) ]
ÛP) $ DKD]
ÚD DRD D ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Winning Move

White to play. This position is from
Chapman-Titorenko, Vilnius 2014.
White’s next was a standard tactic result-
ing in a decisive material gain. What did
he play?
For up-to-the-minute information follow
my tweets on twitter.com/times_chess.

Silver success

England has scored a notable
success in the World Senior Team
Championship, played in Vilnius,
Lithuania. The Lithuanian team
won with 17/18 with England in
second position. The English
scores were as follows: Arkell 6/8,
Plaskett 6½/9, Cox 3½/7, Pein 3½/6
and Chapman 5½/6. England lost
their clash against Lithuania 2½-1½.
Had they drawn they would have
been in a good position to secure
the gold. Keith Arkell was solid on
top board while Terry Chapman
scored an excellent result. Thanks
to Stewart Reuben for supplying
information about this event.

White: James Plaskett
Black: Ludmila Saunina
Vilnius 2014
French Defence

1 e4 e6 2 d4 d5 3 Nd2 c5 4 Ngf3
Nf6 5 e5 Nfd7 6 c3 Nc6 7 Bd3
cxd4 8 cxd4 Qb6 9 0-0

This gambit is well known and
was a favourite of the English
grandmaster John Nunn.
9 ... Nxd4 10 Nxd4 Qxd4 11 Nf3
Qb6 12 Qc2 h6 13 Bf4 g5 14 Be3
Bc5 15 Rfe1 Bxe3 16 Rxe3 Nc5 17
Rc1 Nxd3 18 Rxd3 Bd7 19 Qd2

________
árD DkD 4]
à0pDbDpD ]
ß 1 DpD 0]
ÞD Dp) 0 ]
Ý D D D D]
ÜD DRDND ]
ÛP) ! )P)]
ÚD $ D I ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

White’s compensation for the
sacrificed pawn resides chiefly in
Black’s lack of a safe haven for
the king, White’s strong outpost
for his knight on d4 and the gen-
eral looseness of the black king-
side pawn formation.
19 ... Rc8 20 Rxc8+ Bxc8 21 h4
g4 22 Nd4 Bd7 23 Rb3 Qc7 24
Qf4 f5 25 Rc3 Qb6 26 Rb3 Qc7
27 Rc3 Qb6 28 Qd2 Qd8 29 g3
Qb6 30 b4 Kf7

Not 30 ... Qxb4 losing the
queen after 31 Rc8+.
31 Rc5 a6 32 Qc3 Rd8 33 a3

Somewhat dilatory. The imme-
diate 33 Rc7 is stronger.
33 ... Ke7 34 Qe3 Rh8

________
á D D D 4]
àDpDbi D ]
ßp1 DpD 0]
ÞD $p)pD ]
Ý ) H Dp)]
Ü) D ! ) ]
Û D D ) D]
ÚD D D I ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

35 Rxd5
A neat coup. The black queen

is lost after 35 ... dxe5 36 Nxf5+.
35 ... Qc7 36 Rc5 Qb8 37 Kf1 Kd8
38 Rc3 Ke7 39 Rc5 Kd8 40 Rc2
Ke8 41 Ke1 Kf7 42 Rc5 Ke8 43
a4 Ke7 44 a5 Kd8 45 Qc3 Re8 46
b5

White methodically breaks up
the defences around the black
king.
46 ... axb5 47 Nxb5 Bxb5 48
Rxb5 Qc7 49 Rc5 Qd7 50 a6 b6

If 50 ... bxa6 51 Qa5+ and 52
Rc7 wins.
51 Rc6 Qa7 52 Rc8+ Black resigns

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Reco-reco a. A percussion instrument b. A scouting mission
c. A Javanese bird
Radicle a. A revolutionary b. An embryonic root
c. A miniature cooling device
Failance
a. A type of pottery b. A failure c.Making manure

Across
1 Fully absorbed (4)
3 Bear; corroborate (7)
8 Shrove Tuesday food (7)
9 Erect (3,2)
10 Impress (a pattern) (5)
11 Sea or air journey (7)
13 One charging too much (9)
17 Get ready (7)

19 — New Guinea (5)
20 Unusually energetic (5)
22 Composed for a pair of

voices (3-4)
23 Neckwear securer (3-4)
24 Large brown seaweed (4)

Down
1 A meal (6)
2 Tropical fruit (9)
3 Get a good rest (5,4,1,3)
4 Famous diarist (5)
5 Make a choice (3)
6 Surmounted (by) (6)
7 Greek female poet (6)
12 Flying vehicle (9)
14 Use (6)
15 Eventual outcome (6)
16 Don’t go to bed (4,2)
18 Month (5)
21 Crusty dish (3)

Solution to Crossword 6471

T2 CROSSWORD No 6472

1 2 3 654

7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14

15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

C E L E B R A T E B A G
O E A M X U U
P E T U N I A C O R G I
S T K Z L K L
H E E L M O N U M E N T
O R P N D S
P O P L A R T E M P L E

E L G D E A
B A R B I C A N G E A R
R F S U O R N
O M E G A C A V I A R E
T C D H A G S
H I T E M O L L I E N T

Times Quick Crossword No 6472

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of three or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
10 words, average;
14, good; 19, very good;
25, excellent

Yesterday’s answers
emir, emit, imine, interim,
item, merit, mien, mine, miner,
mini, mint, minter, mire, mirin,
mite, miter, mitre, nim, rem,
remit, rim, rime, term, time,
timer, trim

Word Watching answers

Reco-reco (a)Brazilian, a ridgedgourdor cane scrapedwithwood
or metal.
Radicle (b) 18th-century, from Latin radicula.
Failance (b) An individual failure, 1612, fromOld French faillance.

Winning Move solution

1Bf8+!and2Rxd7winningeasily.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6723 Difficult

6
4 2 6 5

6 9 4
7 2 3 8

2 8
7 8 9

1 7 8
4 7 3 1

5 3 2
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3845 Tricky 26min

11 10 24 20

19 8 25

20 23

12 7 20

25 3 22 8

13 19 3

13 10 12

13 23 3 12 19

8

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2156

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

H

H

U

U

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

4 6 7 16 12 12

4 18 7 16 9 4 10 22 5 22 19 14

22 26 8 4 21 4 13

17 25 12 14 25 11 25 26 11 9

11 14 12 3 17

17 2 22 8 8 3 12 9 5 4 26

12 11 9 3 4 15 22

17 2 26 16 5 12 4 13 22 1 4

15 11 15 1 22

19 11 26 25 9 12 3 12 23 10

20 22 3 26 14 11 25

8 16 10 24 12 15 12 2 25 11 22 10

4 12 14 1 14 23

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sudoku, Killer and Codeword solutions
3 8 7 2 1 5 4 9 6
4 1 6 3 9 7 8 2 5
2 5 9 4 6 8 7 3 1
1 4 5 6 2 9 3 7 8
7 9 3 8 5 1 6 4 2
6 2 8 7 3 4 1 5 9
5 3 4 1 8 2 9 6 7
9 7 1 5 4 6 2 8 3
8 6 2 9 7 3 5 1 4

3 4 1 7 9 8 6 2 5
2 8 6 3 5 1 7 4 9
7 9 5 6 4 2 8 3 1
9 3 8 4 6 7 5 1 2
4 6 2 5 1 9 3 8 7
5 1 7 2 8 3 9 6 4
6 5 3 9 2 4 1 7 8
1 7 4 8 3 5 2 9 6
8 2 9 1 7 6 4 5 3

T D Q J Z G
B U R E A U O V E R L Y

X E O A K S O
H E L M E T E T U B E

D A D D A
C O R G I R G U L L Y

Y N I E C E A
W R E C K A T O X I C

U I M P G
O M I T R U N I Q U E

P W O F F D A
T U R E E N F I L I N G

S E Y Y Y A

No 6722 No 3843 No 2155Solution right
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Sport
£45m leap of faith
Dramatic transformation
is on the cards at jump
racing’s headquarters

Alan Lee, pages 54-55

The stuff of dreams
Compelling human
stories behind the
medals keep us hooked

Matthew Syed, page 56

Meade and Wilson get
call-ups for Normandy
Equestrianism Harry Meade, the
son of Richard Meade, the 1972
Olympic dual gold medal-winner,
will make his senior debut for
Great Britain at the Alltech FEI
World Equestrian Games in
Normandy this month. Meade,
below, and Nicola Wilson are to
fill the two places left open after
the withdrawals of Pippa Funnell
and Izzy Taylor. Meade, 30, had
all but written off his hopes of
achieving a call-up to the squad
after breaking both his elbows in
a fall last August.

Tigers pair suspended
Rugby league Castleford Tigers
will be without two key players
for their Tetley’s Challenge Cup
semi-final against Widnes Vikings
in Leigh on Sunday. Justin
Carney, their prolific tryscoring
wing, was suspended by the RFL
last night for two games and
Weller Hauraki, the forward, lost
an appeal against a two-match
ban for reckless striking with the
knees. Carney pleaded guilty to a
dangerous throw against London
Broncos in Sunday’s 64-18 win.

Kiplagat chases double
Athletics Edna Kiplagat, who won
the London marathon in April,
will aim for a rare double in the
Bupa Great North Run on
September 7. The Kenyan, 34,
who became the first runner to
retain the marathon gold medal
at the World Championships in
Moscow last year, can become
only the fifth woman to complete
the double in the same year,
after Liz McColgan, Joyce
Chepchumba, Paula Radcliffe
and Priscah Jeptoo.

Hammon earns Spurs
Basketball San Antonio Spurs
have hired Becky Hammon as an
assistant coach, making her the
first woman to join an NBA
coaching staff. Hammon, below,
will end her playing career with
San Antonio Silver Stars in the
WNBA after this season. She
spent time with the Spurs
during last season’s run to the
championship, and Gregg
Popovich, the coach, said that she
had made a strong impression.

T
homas Bach, the IOC presi-
dent, has identified match-
fixing as the greatest threat to
the integrity of the Olympic
Games. In an interview with

The Times, Bach, who was elected in
September last year, said that the issue
was at the top of his agenda.
“We have to realise that the fight

[against match-fixing] is very different
to the fight against doping,” he said.
“There isnoblood test formatch-fixing.
There is no strict liability. There is no
whereabouts information. Therefore
the method we apply has to be very
different. We have had a monitoring
system since the 2008 Olympics in
Beijing, and we have no indication
whatsoever which could lead to a
suspicion with regard to match-fixing
in the Games.
“But we know we have to be very

vigilant. And we are very vigilant.
Already in the first couple ofmonths [of
my presidency], we have taken more
measures. We allocated an additional
fund of $10million [about £5.9million]
to strengthen our approach to match-
fixing. We have reached a memoran-
dum of understanding with Interpol.

We are expecting now a further step
from the European Union [to unify
regulations against the practice].”
Bach, who won a gold medal in fen-

cing forWestGermany in 1976,was less
forthrightwhenasked tocondemn laws
that criminalise homosexuality. The
Olympic Charter forbids discrimina-
tion, something that many feel is
breached by anti-gay legislation in
nations such as Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and some African countries. How, for
example, cananopenly gayman train if
he is behind bars?
Bach refused to condemn such laws.

“I’m speaking on behalf of an organisa-
tion . . . that is not a super-government
or a super-parliament that can impose
laws or rules in a certain country,” he
said.
When pressed, he added: “I

think that sport has the possibility
and the responsibility to show
that human society works better
without any kind of discrimina-
tion. It has to show it by
giving the example,
in the arenas, in the
villages where the
athletes are
living together. And
this is a powerful

message to send to all the people
responsible on the political side.”
Many within the Olympic move-

ment have criticised the inclusion of
golf in Rio de Janeiro in 2016, fearful
that the top players will not regard the
Games as the pinnacle of the sport, and
that may detract from the prestige of
theOlympics.Bach,however, is relaxed
about the issue. “I’m not worried at all
because experience shows that once
these players, golfers or otherwise, are
part of the Games, they realise what it
is about,” he said. “We have seen this
since 1992with the professional basket-
ball players, the [United States] ‘Dream
Team’ . . . I really trust the fascination of
the Olympic Games.”

Asked about the widespread con-
cerns that venues in Rio will not
be finished in time, Bach
expressed confidence. “Rio
hasmade good progress in the
last couple of months,” he said.
“I visited the Olympic village

on the final weekend of the
WorldCup and it is 40per

cent ready. The work
on the various venues
has started. We can
look with confidence
to the Games in 2016,

but we also know there is still a lot to
do.”
Innovations inspired by Bach that

will be put to an Olympic Congress in
December include a new Olympic TV
channel and a simplification of the
rules for how cities bid to host the
Games. Perhaps the most exciting pro-
posal, however, is one that would allow
the IOC to get rid of particular events
(such as, for example, hammer-throw-
ing in athletics or one or two of the
rowing events) to pave the way for new
Olympic sports, such as squash. It is
likely to prove easier to reallocate
places from an event within a sport
than it would be to abolish a sport alto-
gether. The only proviso is that the
overall number of athletes taking part
stays within the present limit of 10,500.
A rather guarded personality, Bach

described his favourite Olympic
moment as the success of Wilma
Rudolph, anAfrican-American athlete,
who at the 1960 Games in Rome won
gold medals in the 100 and 200metres
and the 4x100metres relay.
“It was the moment that got me

addicted to the Olympic Games,” he
said. “Her faith in making it to the
Games after illness and polio, and com-
ing from a poor family, inspired me.”

Bach hot on match-fixing, but
still cool on anti-gay countries
Exclusive IOC president yet to condemn homophobic law

Matthew Syed

Green machine: a penalty in the 70th minute from Niamh Briggs sealed a 17-14 victory for Ireland yesterday and condemned New Zealand to their first defeat in a
women’s World Cup since 1991. The Black Ferns, who have won the past four tournaments, face a battle to qualify for the semi-finals after Heather O’Brien and Alison
Miller scored tries for Ireland. England, beaten finalists in the past three World Cups, beat Spain 45-5 with Emily Scarratt, the centre, kicking seven from seven

JORDAN MANSFIELD/GETTY IMAGES

las
“I



54 FGM Wednesday August 6 2014 | the times

Sport Racing

54

Going gets messy as
Cheltenham takes
leap towards future

Catterick
Going: good to firm (good in places)

2.15 (7f) 1, Berland (J Fanning, 30-100 fav);
2, La Estatua (4-1); 3, Grey Sensation (33-1).
7 ran. NR: Maureb. 2l, 3l. M Bell.
2.45 (5f) 1,PerfectWords (I JBrennan, 11-4); 2,
Irish Girls Spirit (15-2); 3, LuckyMark (2-1 fav).
7 ran. NR: Hellolini, Sharp Shoes. 2Kl, 2N.
Mrs M Fife.
3.15 (1m 5f 175yd) 1, Special Fighter (J
Fanning, 6-4 fav); 2, Gambol (11-4); 3, Ebony
Express (12-1). 7 ran. 3Kl, 5l. M Johnston.
3.45 (1m 3f 214yd) 1, Incendo (P Mulrennan,
10-11 fav); 2, Juvenal (3-1); 3, Gift Of Silence
(11-4). 5 ran. NR: Mariners Moon. 1Nl, 8l.
C Dore.
4.15 (5f 212yd) 1, Solar Spirit (RWinston, 7-2);
2, Showtime Star (3-1 fav); 3, Red Cape (5-1).
8 ran. Sh hd, 1l. Miss T Waggott.

4.45 (7f) 1, La Havrese (P McDonald, 5-1); 2,
Mount Cheiron (16-1); 3, Armelle (14-1). Cahal
(5th) 4-1 fav. 13 ran. NR: Lady Liz, Margrets
Gift. Kl, Kl. Mrs A Duffield.
Placepot: £33.00.
Quadpot: £10.70.

Ffos Las
Going: good to soft

2.00 (6f) 1, As A Dream (David Probert, 25-1);
2, Escrick (3-1); 3, Seebeedee (8-1). Khawaater
(4th) 4-6 fav. 7 ran. NR: Lady Vellyn. 1l, 1l.
P Evans.
2.30 (6f) 1, Gracie’s Games (William Twiston-
Davies, 12-1); 2, Diamond Vine (8-1); 3, Night
Trade (8-1).Angels Calling (6th) 9-2 fav. 10 ran.
NR: Monty Fay. 3Nl, Ol. J Spearing.
3.00 (1m 6f) 1, Grayswood (M Dwyer, 5-1);
2, Rowlestone Lass (9-2); 3, Sweeping Rock

(9-2). Poste Restante 7-2 fav. 10 ran. Nk, Kl.
W Muir.

3.30 (1m 2f) 1, Golden Jubilee (William
Twiston-Davies, 11-1); 2, Scoppio Del Carro
(5-2); 3, Light Of Asia (6-4 fav). 5 ran. Kl, 1Nl.
N Twiston-Davies.

4.00 (1m 4f) 1,Artistic Muse (R Ffrench, 20-1);
2, Reesha (9-4); 3, By Jupiter (7-1). Swan Lakes
(6th) 7-4 fav. 6 ran. 2Nl, 2Nl. B Hills.

4.30 (1m) 1,ShimbaHills (Charles Bishop, 6-1);
2, Tullia (7-2); 3, Ghosting (6-1). Purple
Lane (5th) 9-4 fav. 7 ran. 1Nl, 1Nl.
M Channon.
5.00 (1m) 1, Appyjack (Cam Hardie, 6-1); 2,
Flipping (8-1); 3, Jay Kay (8-1). Greyemkay
(4th) 5-2 fav. 13 ran. NR: Patronella, Youm
Jamil. 1l, 1Nl. A Carroll.
Placepot: £1,901.10.
Quadpot: £39.80.

Ripon
Going: good

6.15 (6f) 1, Toocoolforschool (B A Curtis, 2-1
fav); 2, Summer Times (5-2); 3, Flicka’s Boy
(14-1). 9 ran. 1N, 5l. K R Burke.

6.45 (5f) 1, Perardua (George Chaloner, 3-1);
2, Classic Flyer (5-1); 3, Mecca’s Mirage (9-1).
Just The Tip (5th) 11-4 fav. 7 ran. 3Kl, Kl.
R A Fahey.

7.15 (1m 1f 170yd) 1, Truancy (Joey Haynes,
13-8 fav); 2, Stanarley Pic (4-1); 3, Ryeolliean
(10-3). 4 ran. 1l, 4Kl. K R Burke.

7.45 (5f) 1, Silvanus (P Mulrennan, 17-2);
2, Adam’s Ale (9-2); 3, Normal Equilibrium
(7-2 fav). 10 ran. NR: Long Awaited. Hd, Kl.
P T Midgley.

8.15 (2m) 1, Almagest (D Tudhope, 3-1 fav); 2,
Sir Frank Morgan (4-1); 3, Mason Hindmarsh

(14-1). 8 ran. NR: Nashville. Hd, nk. D O’Meara.

8.45 (1m 1f 170yd) 1, Mount Shamsan
(GLee, 1-2 fav); 2, ClassicalDuet (6-1); 3,Magic
Music Man (20-1). 8 ran. 3l, ns. W J Haggas.
Placepot: £33.60.

Quadpot: £6.90.

Kempton
Going: standard

6.00 (1m) 1, Ajig (J P Fahy, 5-1); 2, Two In The
Pink (8-1); 3, Plucky Dip (11-8 fav). 10 ran. NR:
MissMoppet. 1Kl, 2Kl. Eve JohnsonHoughton.

6.30 (1m) 1, Momayyaz (Ahmad Al Subousi,
4-1); 2, Moonvoy (9-4 fav); 3, Emirates Joy
(6-1). 14 ran. 1Kl, Ol. S bin Suroor.

7.00 (1m) 1, Si Senor (Oisin Murphy, 4-1); 2,
Swordbearer (9-1); 3, Venturous Spirit (13-2).

Best Kept 5-2 fav. 9 ran. NR: Like A Prayer.
5l, 1l. E F Vaughan.
7.30 (7f) 1, Bow And Arrow (A Kirby, 12-1);
2, Dutch Portrait (20-1); 3, Ghalib (6-1).
Equitanus (4th) 11-4 fav. 11 ran. NR: Orobas.
3N, 2N. C Appleby.

8.00 (1m 3f) 1, Elbereth (Oisin Murphy, 5-2);
2, Invasor Luck (4-5 fav); 3, Sir Rosco (7-1).
8 ran. NR: Allegation. 2N, 2Kl. A M Balding.

8.30 (1m 4f) 1, Ragged Robbin (T E Durcan,
12-1); 2, TheGingerBerry (9-2); 3, CitizenKaine
(8-1). DireStraits (6th) 3-1 fav. 12 ran. 4Kl, 1N.
D R Lanigan.
9.00 (6f) 1, Taquka (P C O’Donnell, 33-1); 2,
Drive On (12-1); 3, Meritocracy (16-1). Sleep
Walk (4th) 11-10 fav. 9 ran. NR:
Dinneratmidnight, Souville. Ol, Ol. R M
Beckett.
Placepot: £56.50.
Quadpot: £34.00.

Yesterday’s results

Pontefract
Rob Wright
2.10 Kudu Country 4.10 Teetotal
2.40 Flash Fire 4.40 Dolphin Rock
3.10 El Beau 5.10 Faure Island
3.40 Rocket Ship
Going: good to firm (firm in places)
Draw: low numbers best Racing UK

2.10 Handicap (£3,119: 1m 2f) (7 runners)

1 (7) 3-531 POETIC VERSE 18J J J Quinn 4-11-7 Mr S Walker
2 (4) 20163 SILVER ALLIANCE 27 (P,D) Miss J Feilden 6-11-7

Mr R Birkett
3 (6) 34/30 KUDU COUNTRY 18 T Tate 8-10-13 Mr H Stock (5)
4 (1) 5-145 OBBOORR 29 J Wainwright 5-10-12 Mr K Wood (5)
5 (3) -1542 FROSTY BERRY 3 P Midgley 5-10-11 Mr A French (7)
6 (5) 50-00 CARAZAM 14 (T,P,D) B Llewellyn 7-10-5 Mr J Williams (7)
7 (2) 54540 PETRIFY 3 B Llewellyn 4-10-2 Mr M Murphy

2-1 Poetic Verse, 100-30 Frosty Berry, 5-1 Obboorr, 11-2 others.

Rob Wright’s choice: Kudu Country will be tough to pass
if able to dominate early on Danger: Poetic Verse

2.40 Maiden Stakes (2-Y-O: £6,469: 6f) (9)
1 (9) 3 BEST DRESSED 13 D Brown 9-5 S Levey
2 (6) CAPE HIDEAWAY M Walford 9-5 J Hart
3 (5) 3 FLASH FIRE 10 M Johnston 9-5 J Fanning
4 (8) 2 MAFTOOL 27 S Bin Suroor 9-5 S De Sousa
5 (3) PROPERUS K A Ryan 9-5 T Eaves
6 (2) SECRET PATTERN O Pears 9-5 P Mulrennan
7 (1) 0 ZIGAYANI 12 Sir M Stoute 9-5 G Lee
8 (7) 0 EDIE WHITE 32 L Mullaney 9-0 D Fentiman
9 (4) 0 MOLLY APPROVE 60 T Coyle 9-0 B McHugh

2-1 Maftool, 3-1 Flash Fire, 5-1 Best Dressed, 13-2 others.

Wright choice: Flash Fire can improve Danger:Maftool

3.10 Handicap (3-Y-O: £6,469: 1m 4y) (7)
1 (7) 03305 CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT 11 D Brown 9-7 C Beasley (3)
2 (4) 21-33 EL BEAU 19 (D) J J Quinn 9-3 P Makin
3 (5) -3005 EMEF DIAMOND 34 (D) M Channon 9-2 T Eaves
4 (1) 06114 EDDIEMAURICE 29 (V,D) Richard Guest 9-2 D Silva (5)
5 (6) 50421 IMSHIVALLA 19 (CD) R Fahey 8-13 T Hamilton
6 (2) 6610- AHOY THERE 285 (D) T Tate 8-6 J Sullivan
7 (3) 4-631 LA HAVRESE 1 (H) Mrs A Duffield 8-7(6ex) S De Sousa

5-2 Imshivalla, 4-1 Eddiemaurice, La Havrese, 5-1 El Beau, 8-1 others.

Wrightchoice:ElBeau racedwide latestDanger: Imshivalla

3.40 Handicap (£9,337: 1m 4f 8y) (8)
1 (3) 06103 LINGUINE 12 (D) P Midgley 4-10-0 P Mulrennan
2 (6) 0-000 OPEN EAGLE 32 (D) D O'Meara 5-9-13 D Tudhope
3 (1) -0211 ONLY ORSENFOOLSIES 18 (CD) M D Hammond 5-9-9P McDonald
4 (7) 01342 BRIGADOON 33 (C,D) M Appleby 7-9-8 A Mullen
5 (5) -5222 LEGAL WAVES 20 (BF) G A Swinbank 4-9-5 B A Curtis
6 (4) -0534 ELTHEEB 10 (H,P) P Kirby 7-9-3 T Eaves
7 (8) 101 HIDDEN GOLD 33 (H,D) S Bin Suroor 3-9-1 S De Sousa
8 (2) 42221 ROCKET SHIP 28 (D) Sir M Stoute 3-8-11 J Fanning

5-2 Hidden Gold, 11-4 Rocket Ship, 4-1 Only Orsenfoolsies, 8-1 others.

Wright choice: Rocket Ship can add to a confidence-
boosting maiden win Dangers: Hidden Gold, Legal Waves

4.10 Handicap (£3,234: 5f) (11)
1 (6) 00311 MISTER MANANNAN 8 (CD) D Nicholls 7-10-2 K Stott (5)
2 (3) 03050 AMBITIOUS ICARUS 36 (E,D) Richard Guest 5-9-10 D Silva (5)
3 (10) 04166 THATCHERITE 10 (T,D) T Coyle 6-9-10 B McHugh
4 (9) 61460 TEETOTAL 12 (C,D) N Tinkler 4-9-9 S De Sousa
5 (8) 60245 YPRES 12 (D) J Ward 5-9-7 P McDonald
6 (5) -0133 POYLE VINNIE 6 (D,BF) M Appleby 4-9-6 A Mullen
7 (4) 02200 NOODLES BLUE BOY 16 (P,D) O Pears 8-9-5 R Winston
8 (7) 63466 HAAJES 16 (V,CD) P Midgley 10-9-3 G Lee
9 (2) 32003 BOXING SHADOWS 10 (H,D) L Eyre 4-9-1 D Allan
10 (1) 50416 WINDFORPOWER 4 (P,D) Miss T Waggott 4-9-0 J Fanning
11(11) 53506 SUNNY SIDE UP 2 (P,CD) Mrs K Tutty 5-8-12 G Tutty (5)

4-1 Poyle Vinnie, 5-1 Mister Manannan, 6-1 Boxing Shadows, 7-1 others.

Wrightchoice:Teetotal is just3lbhigherthanwhenwinning
here in May Dangers: Poyle Vinnie, Boxing Shadows

4.40 Handicap (£5,175: 1m 4y) (9)
1 (1) 60101 SHADOWTIME 8 (CD) Miss T Waggott 9-9-10 D Swift
2 (2) 62243 KINGSCROFT 4 (D) M Herrington 6-9-7 R Winston
3 (6) 21102 TRUE PLEASURE 15 (D) J Bethell 7-9-7 P McDonald
4 (5) 64045 TOTO SKYLLACHY 15 (D,BF) Mrs M Fife 9-9-6 D Tudhope
5 (3) 20422 KIWI BAY 4 (CD) M Dods 9-9-6 P Mulrennan
6 (8) 35030 FAZZA 4 (CD) E Tuer 7-9-2 Kevin Stott (5)
7 (9) 21232 NAOISE 10 (T,D,BF) O Pears 6-9-1 J Butterfield (5)
8 (4) -0455 DOLPHIN ROCK 19 (CD) B Ellison 7-8-11 S De Sousa
9 (7) 40536 ICY BLUE 30 (P,D) R Whitaker 6-8-2 J Fanning

7-2 Kiwi Bay, 4-1 True Pleasure, 11-2 Fazza, Kingscroft, 13-2 Shadowtime,
8-1 Naoise, 9-1 Icy Blue, 12-1 Dolphin Rock, Toto Skyllachy.

Wright choice: Dolphin Rock, down in theweights, shaped
better at Newmarket Dangers: True Pleasure, Fazza

5.10 Handicap (3-Y-O: £3,234: 6f) (9)
1 (5) -0641 CENTRE HAAFHD 15 (B,D) T D Barron 9-7 G Gibbons
2 (4) 0-200 TWO SMART 67 (H) K Burke 9-7 P McDonald
3 (3) -4040 COMINO 13 K A Ryan 9-4 Amy Ryan
4 (7) -0233 PERCY'S GAL 30 (BF) Mrs K Tutty 9-4 G Tutty (5)
5 (8) 04242 FAURE ISLAND 14 H Candy 9-4 B A Curtis
6 (1) 10020 LE LAITIER 19 (D,BF) S Dixon 9-0 T Eaves
7 (9) 2-061 SARTORI 30 (D) Mrs M Fife 9-0 R Winston
8 (2) -4434 ALPINE FLOWER 28 (T) T Easterby 8-9 D Allan
9 (6) -3433 LENDAL BRIDGE 45 T Coyle 8-2 P P Mathers

9-4 Faure Island, 7-2 Centre Haafhd, 6-1 Percy's Gal, Sartori, 10-1 Alpine
Flower, Comino, Le Laitier, 14-1 Lendal Bridge, 20-1 Two Smart.

Wright choice: Faure Islandwent for home too soonwhen
second at Leicester Dangers: Comino, Lendal Bridge

Lingfield Park
Rob Wright
2.00 Al Fareej 4.00 Swiss Kiss
2.30 Latch Onto Blue 4.30 Story Writer
3.00 Childesplay 5.00 Bowberry
3.30 Come On Dave
Going: standard Draw: no advantage
At The Races

2.00 Maiden Stakes (2-Y-O: £2,587: 5f) (7)

1 (2) 220 AL FAREEJ 49 J Tate 9-0 K Fallon
2 (4) 02 CANDLELIGHT 13 C Hills 9-0 W Buick
3 (3) MEDICEAN BLISS J Gask 9-0 T Queally
4 (6) 05 NOBLE CAUSE 13 L Dace 9-0 C Hardie (5)
5 (5) 53 RENAISSANT 13 R Hannon 9-0 P Dobbs
6 (1) RUBHEIRA H Froud 9-0 R While (5)
7 (7) 54 THE WISPE 13 R Cowell 9-0 A Kirby

4-5 Al Fareej, 5-2 Renaissant, 8-1 Candlelight, 10-1 The Wispe, 16-1 others.

2.30 Handicap (2-Y-O: £2,587: 6f) (6)
1 (4) 4213 LATCH ONTO BLUE 18 C Hills 9-7 K Fallon
2 (6) 6304 DUBAI BREEZE 12 C Brittain 9-4 W Buick
3 (3) 01345 MYLAPORYOURS 20 B Millman 9-2 H Bentley
4 (1) 16532 LOW CUT AFFAIR 6 P D Evans 9-1 A Kirby
5 (2) 0106 GOLD WALTZ 20 (D) R Beckett 8-10 P Dobbs
6 (5) 060 WESTERN PLAYBOY 55 S Kirk 8-8 C Hardie (5)

11-4 Latch Onto Blue, Low Cut Affair, 3-1 Dubai Breeze, 7-1 others.

3.00 Maiden Stakes (£2,587: 7f) (9)
1 (2) 46 FOUR CHEERS 37 C Brittain 3-9-5 K Fallon
2 (6) 2-525 HALF WAY 23 H Candy 3-9-5 Amy Scott (5)
3 (8) HEINRICH S Kirk 3-9-5 J Baudains (5)
4 (7) 5 OSKAR DENARIUS 93 M Tregoning 3-9-5 P Dobbs
5 (5) 64 SPEEDY RIO 9 L Dace 3-9-5 C Hardie (5)
6 (1) TSARGLAS S C Williams 3-9-5 H Bentley
7 (3) 2 BETTER CHANCE 33 S Bin Suroor 3-9-0 A Ajtebi
8 (4) 2 CHILDESPLAY 117 Mrs H Main 3-9-0 A Kirby
9 (9) 0 GHARAANEEJ 18 J Gosden 3-9-0 W Buick

7-4 Childesplay, 9-4 Better Chance, 5-1 Gharaaneej, 8-1HalfWay, 14-1 others,

3.30 Handicap (£2,587: 5f 6y) (6)
1 (4) 00132 BILLY RED 14 (B,CD) J Jenkins 10-9-10 D Brock (5)
2 (3) 00531 COME ON DAVE 2 (D) J Butler 5-10-2 D Muscutt (5)
3 (2) 60040 SCRUFFY TRAMP 64 (CD) J Butler 3-9-9 K Shoemark (7)
4 (1) 00035 RYLEE MOOCH 34 (E,B,CD) Richard Guest 6-9-8 K Fallon
5 (5) -0603 SENATOR BONG 12 (D) P Grayson 4-9-6 A Kirby
6 (6) 06212 JOHNNY SPLASH 12 (V,CD) R Teal 5-8-13 W Buick

2-1ComeOnDave, 4-1Billy Red, JohnnySplash, 11-2SenatorBong, 6-1others.

4.00 Fillies Handicap (£2,587: 1m 1y) (7)
1 (6) -5246 HEHO 55 (V) Sir M Stoute 3-9-7 K Fallon
2 (1) 06232 INVOKE 12 Michael Bell 3-9-7 A Kirby
3 (7) 43420 SWISS KISS 18 J Gosden 3-9-5 W Buick
4 (2) -0426 CHUTNEY 21 R Hannon 3-9-4 P Dobbs
5 (4) -0532 AN CHULAINN 4 (B) M Johnston 3-9-3 F Norton
6 (5) 343-6 COCKNEY BELLE 14 M Botti 3-9-3 D Muscutt (5)
7 (3) 0-455 KEEP THE SECRET 75 (CD,BF) W Knight 4-9-2 T Queally

7-4 An Chulainn, 4-1 Invoke, 6-1 Heho, Swiss Kiss, 7-1 Chutney, 10-1 Cockney
Belle, 12-1 Keep The Secret.

4.30 Handicap (£4,690: 1m 7f 169y) (5)
1 (2) 41311 MEETINGS MAN 14 (P,CD) A Brewer 7-9-7 C Hardie (5)
2 (3) 21035 STORY WRITER 18 (CD) W Knight 5-9-4 A Kirby
3 (4) -2334 ROSIE REBEL 35 (H) Rae Guest 4-9-2 W Buick
4 (1) 00642 ADMIRABLE DUQUE 2 (E,B) D Ffrench Davis 8-8-11

Martin Lane
5 (5) -3121 UNDERWRITTEN 12 (CD) Shaun Harris 5-8-2 J Quinn

2-1 Meetings Man, 5-2 Story Writer, 4-1 Rosie Rebel, Underwritten, 12-1
Admirable Duque.

5.00 Handicap (3-Y-O: £1,940: 1m 4f) (8)
1 (1) 600-2 WINTOUR LEAP 22 R Stephens 9-7 D Muscutt (5)
2 (8) 006 BOWBERRY 20 Clive Cox 9-6 A Kirby
3 (6) 02445 MAID OF TUSCANY 12 M Usher 9-5Charlotte Jenner (7)
4 (2) 6000 TOPALING 28 M Tompkins 8-10 T E Durcan
5 (3) 00005 DARK TSARINA 23 (P) M Madgwick 8-10K Shoemark (7)
6 (7) 00030 MONSIEUR CHABAL 18 J Osborne 8-9 K Fallon
7 (4) 00-05 ESCARLATA ROSSA 28 J Moore 8-7 Ross Atkinson (3)
8 (5) 0-040 LINGFIELD LUPUS 4 (V) John Best 8-7 J Quinn

9-4 Wintour Leap, 5-2 Bowberry, 11-2 Maid Of Tuscany, 8-1 others.

Most folk who follow
racing will be aware
that change is afoot at
Cheltenham. Many
will believe it is just

another, albeit welcome, new
grandstand. The truth is very different.
At present, somuchof the racecourse is
a dirt-brown building site that it is hard
to believe the first fixture of a new
season is only ten weeks distant.
Arrivals at the two-day October

meeting, obliviously expecting familiar
landmarks, will be slack-jawed at the
vista that greets them — not just the
rapidly rising steelwork of a five-storey
stand but a range of other alterations to
jump racing’s hallowed ground, many
ofwhich, the racecoursemaintains,will
be fully operative.
This week marks a pivotal phase in

the schedule, the time when construc-
tors start building upwards after
months of demolition, excavation and
groundwork.Apersonal tourof the site,
yesterday, revealed the spectacular
scale of a £45m project that will not be
complete until the 2016 Festival but
which has to accommodate 18 months
of racing in the interim.
A crane looms above the vast hole

quarried for the new stand. Around it,
more than 180 workers bustle about
under the command of Ian Heeley,

senior project manager for Kier
Construction. “There are plenty of
challenges,”Heeley admits, “butwe are
right on schedule.”
Ian Renton, managing director of

Cheltenham, is adamant that
spectators will not be inconvenienced
during this overdue initiative to make
the racecourse more civilised on the
busiest days of 70,000 crowds. Indeed,
he says the scope of the redevelopment
should be appreciated as early as
October.
“Fifty per cent of the course is a

building site right now but that will be
reduced to ten per cent by the time we
race,” he said. “Customers in October
will notice big differences in the
infrastructure and a lot more room to
move around. We are not trying to
make room for more people, simply to
make the experiencemore comfortable
for the same numbers.”
Early impetus for the redevelopment

came from Edward Gillespie, Renton’s
predecessor. In 32 years at the helm,
Gillespie was forced to cut his cloth
modestly as the Jockey Club, owners of
Cheltenham and a raft of other big
venues, directed its investment else-
where.Changeswere slowbutGillespie

The headquarters of
jump racing will be
transformed by
£45m redevelopment,
Alan Lee reports

Bet of the day
Musaddas (4.40 Kempton Park)
Has improved since being fittedwith a hood
on his past two runs

Leading the way

Ready for October
6 Modernised weighing room
6 New bridges on the entrance road
6 Plaza at north entrance and
re-sited tented village
6 New bars and terraces above
parade ring
6 Horsewalk with tunnel and bridge
Ready for 2016
6 Five-storey grandstand for
8,000 people
6 Raised crescent walkway to ease
movement

Blinkered first time: Brighton 3.50 Desert Society. 4.50
Urban Sanctuary. Kempton Park 7.40 Attenzione.
LingfieldPark3.30RyleeMooch4.00Heho.Yarmouth8.20
Wall Street Boss.
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Racing Sport

Brighton
Rob Wright
2.20 Brown Velvet 4.20 Serenity Spa
2.50 Natural Charm 4.50 Urban Sanctuary
3.20 Unidexter 5.25 Lunarian
3.50 Rapid Advance
Thunderer’s double 2.20 Amber Crystal (nap).
3.50 Scottish Glen.
Going: good to firm (good in places)
Draw: low numbers best At The Races

2.20 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £2,587: 5f 59y) (8)

1 (3) 40166 ZEBS LAD 6 (D) R Harris 9-7 O Murphy
2 (2) 5210 L'ETACQ 18 R Hannon 9-5 R Hughes
3 (6) 2216 BROWN VELVET 38 (V,D) H Palmer 9-5 Martin Dwyer
4 (7) 3544 DESIGNATE 18 (T) R Beckett 9-3 A Atzeni
5 (5) 63232 AMBER CRYSTAL 20 J Gallagher 9-1 D Sweeney
6 (8) 22555 ARLECCHINO'S LEAP 12 (V) M Usher 8-13 D Probert
7 (1) 032 ITS LADY MARY 12 P Cole 8-11 J Crowley
8 (4) 14332 RIVER SPIRIT 10 (D) M Channon 8-11 D Cremin (7)

9-4 L'Etacq, 7-2 Designate, 5-1 Its Lady Mary, 6-1 River Spirit, 9-1 others.

2.50 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,911: 6f 209y) (4)

1 (2) 6 BEAUCHAMP ACE 67 P Fitzsimons 9-5 D Sweeney
2 (3) 64 CRAFTY CHOICE 11 (BF) R Hannon 9-5 R Hughes
3 (1) 0 GRAND SPIRIT 27 L Cumani 9-5 L Souza
4 (4) 6 NATURAL CHARM 28 R Varian 9-0 A Atzeni

11-10 Crafty Choice, 5-2 Natural Charm, 5-1 Grand Spirit, 6-1 Beauchamp Ace.

3.20 Selling Handicap
(£1,940: 1m 3f 196y) (10)

1 (6) -0005 ROYAL TROOPER 14 (T,D) W M Brisbourne 8-9-10
B Brisbourne (7)

2 (1) 43250 BANREENAHREENKAH 37 P Fitzsimons 4-9-9 H Poulton (5)
3 (4) /0600 ROYAL MIZAR 44 Ralph Smith 4-9-5 O Murphy
4 (10) 0400- PLAY TIGER 382 P Hiatt 5-9-2 C Catlin
5 (8) 6500/ SAFE INVESTMENT 24J (T,P) Mrs L Hill 10-9-2

W Twiston-Davies
6 (7) /04-0 UNIDEXTER 57J (H,T) Sheena West 4-9-1 R Hughes
7 (3) 6-000 MAYAN FLIGHT 12J (D) A Carroll 6-9-1 D Probert
8 (9) -0006 HEADING TO FIRST 21 (H) P Butler 7-9-1 P Aspell
9 (2) 35006 SEXY SECRET 22 (H) L Pearce 3-8-11 R Havlin
10 (5) 0606 MYSTIC ANGEL 28 (P) W Muir 3-8-8 Martin Dwyer

3-1 Sexy Secret, 7-2 Unidexter, 11-2 Heading To First, 7-1 Banreenahreenkah,
10-1 Mayan Flight, Royal Trooper, Safe Investment, 14-1 others.

3.50 Handicap (£12,450: 7f 214y) (13)
1 (11) 00220 PICENO 3 (P,D) S Dixon 6-9-10 M Hopkins (5)
2 (12) 00216 LUHAIF 26 (B,D) Miss J Feilden 4-9-10 A Beschizza
3 (7) 50543 SKYTRAIN 8 (B) M Johnston 4-9-7 Michael J M Murphy (3)
4 (5) 33441 SCOTTISH GLEN 25 (D) P Chamings 8-9-7 D Probert
5 (3) 64045 GOOD LUCK CHARM 34 (C,BF) G L Moore 5-9-7 G Baker
6 (4) 3-150 REALIZE 25 (P) H Morrison 4-9-6 C Bennett (7)
7 (9) 20046 SWORD OF THE LORD 20 (CD) G Margarson 4-9-4A Atzeni
8 (10) 2-410 RAPID ADVANCE 21 (P,D,BF) Sir M Stoute 3-9-3S W Kelly
9 (1) 05360 COOL BAHAMIAN 8 Eve Johnson Houghton 3-9-3

L Steward (5)
10 (2) 40661 SECULAR SOCIETY 20 (P,C) G Baker 4-9-3 P Cosgrave
11 (6) 0-020 DESERT SOCIETY 11 (B,CD) R Hannon 3-9-3 R Hughes
12(13) 66444 MIME DANCE 6 (P) A Balding 3-8-11 O Murphy
13 (8) 16510 BELLE BAYARDO 4 (C) A Carroll 6-8-8W Twiston-Davies

4-1 Skytrain, 5-1 Rapid Advance, Scottish Glen, 9-1 Good Luck Charm,
10-1 Cool Bahamian, Desert Society, Mime Dance, 11-1 others.

4.20 Fillies' Handicap
(£6,301: 6f 209y) (6)

1 (1) 05310 LADY FRANCES 11 M Johnston 3-9-6
Michael J M Murphy (3)

2 (5) 1-062 ARTISTIC CHARM 18 (D) D Simcock 3-9-6 J Crowley
3 (2) 10-22 MEETING WATERS 29 (D,BF) W Haggas 3-9-5 J Fahy
4 (3) 43163 SERENITY SPA 9 A Carroll 4-9-5 G Baker
5 (4) 12423 KHATIBA 13 (H,P,D) R Varian 3-9-1 A Atzeni
6 (6) 0-002 LA TINTA BAY 16 (C) R Hannon 3-8-13 R Hughes

5-2Artistic Charm, 7-2MeetingWaters, 4-1 Lady Frances, Khatiba, 8-1 others.

4.50 Handicap (£1,940: 1m 1f 209y) (9)
1 (2) 32053 POLYDAMOS 7 A Carroll 5-9-7 J Vaughan (7)
2 (7) 21460 SUPA SEEKER 7 A Carroll 8-9-6 L Keniry
3 (5) 00542 SIR TYTO 20 (P) P Makin 6-9-2 R Hughes
4 (4) 600/4 GIANT SEQUOIA 13 (T,D) D Donovan 10-9-0 A Beschizza
5 (9) 0-000 MARKET PUZZLE 6 (D) W M Brisbourne 7-9-0

Michael J M Murphy (3)
6 (6) 55460 CLAUDE GREENWOOD 18 Mrs L Jewell 4-9-0 R Havlin
7 (3) /04-1 WICKED TARA Miss N Lloyd-Beavis 4-9-0 C Bennett (7)
8 (1) 05-60 URBAN SANCTUARY 9 (B) E Walker 3-8-9 Hayley Turner
9 (8) -0004 UP HILL BATTLE'S 69 D Loughnane 3-8-5 J F McDonald

11-4 Sir Tyto, 4-1 Polydamos, 9-2 Giant Sequoia, Urban Sanctuary, 9-1 others.

5.25 Handicap (3-Y-O: £1,940: 5f 213y) (8)
1 (4) 60-03 FOREST GLEN 6 S Kirk 9-7 L Keniry
2 (7) 0-000 STAPLEFORD LAD 21 S C Williams 9-7 K Fox
3 (1) 300 LUNARIAN 37 M Channon 9-5 C Bishop (3)
4 (8) 52242 GO CHARLIE 6 (H) R Harris 9-1 S Drowne
5 (5) 53004 ROSIE PROSPECTS 12 (P) R Ingram 9-1 N Mackay
6 (6) 03665 COUNTESS LUPUS 138 (B) Mrs L Williamson 8-12

R Ffrench
7 (3) 60-0 POSH BOUNTY 61 J Tuite 8-12 O Murphy
8 (2) -5000 PARADISE CHILD 42 W G M Turner 8-12 R While (5)

6-4 Forest Glen, 7-2 Go Charlie, 5-1 Lunarian, 7-1 Stapleford Lad, 15-2 Posh
Bounty, 16-1 Rosie Prospects, 20-1 Countess Lupus, 33-1 Paradise Child.

Yarmouth
Rob Wright
5.20 Lady Maesmor 7.20 Vodka Chaser
5.50Mendacious Harpy 7.50 Dancing Juice
6.20 Tommy’s Secret 8.20Mountain Kingdom
6.50 Refuse Colette (nb)
Going: good to firm
Draw: no advantage At The Races

5.20 Maiden Auction Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,458: 7f 3y) (8)

1 (2) 60 CAHAR FAD 14 (P) S Hollinshead 8-13 P Pilley (7)
2 (8) INDOMITABLE SPIRIT M Smith 8-13 L Jones
3 (6) EVERYDAY G Baker 8-12 W A Carson
4 (5) SPRING DIXIE Rae Guest 8-9 F Tylicki
5 (4) FIDELMA MOON K Burke 8-8 J Haynes (3)
6 (1) 53 LADY MAESMOR 13 M Meade 8-8 J Mitchell
7 (7) 06 NEW ABBEY DANCER 14 Miss G Kelleway 8-8

Shelley Birkett (5)
8 (3) NORFOLK SUNSET E Vaughan 8-7 Luke Morris

9-4 Lady Maesmor, 3-1 Fidelma Moon, 7-2 Spring Dixie, 6-1 Norfolk Sunset,
9-1 Everyday, 12-1 New Abbey Dancer, 14-1 others.

5.50 Fillies' Handicap (£2,587: 7f 3y) (7)
1 (2) 66504 MENDACIOUS HARPY 43 (B) G Baker 3-9-6 W A Carson
2 (4) 10-03 ALDERLEY 19 M Meade 3-9-5 F Tylicki
3 (7) -1603 IVY PORT 17 (D) M Appleby 4-9-3 Alistair Rawlinson (5)
4 (6) 4001 ERMINE RUBY 29 (D) C Hills 3-9-0 Craig A Williams
5 (1) 25404 MILL I AM 20 (D) S C Williams 4-9-0 Aaron Jones (7)
6 (3) -5140 STRIKE A LIGHT 18 (CD) Rae Guest 3-8-11 Luke Morris
7 (5) 05006 SAIRAAM 14 (P,CD) Charles Smith 8-8-7 Billy Cray (3)

7-4 Ermine Ruby, 100-30 Ivy Port, 11-2 Alderley, 6-1 Strike A Light, 13-2 Mill
I Am, 17-2 Mendacious Harpy, 16-1 Sairaam.

6.20 Handicap (£2,587: 1m 3y) (6)
1 (2) 00041 TOMMY'S SECRET 8 (C) Jane Chapple-Hyam 4-9-8

L Walsh (7)
2 (6) -3404 HANDHELD 64 (P,D) Miss J Feilden 7-9-7 Shelley Birkett (5)
3 (3) 51314 PRETTY BUBBLES 34 (D) J Jenkins 5-9-5 F Tylicki
4 (5) 55455 PEAK STORM 26 (V,D) John O'Shea 5-9-1 Luke Morris
5 (1) 44552 JONNIE SKULL 8 (T,V,CD) Phil McEntee 8-8-9W A Carson
6 (4) -1202 ELA GOOG LA MOU 39 (C) P Charalambous 5-8-6

Rosie Jessop (3)

3-1 Pretty Bubbles, 100-30 Jonnie Skull, 7-2 Ela Goog La Mou, 4-1 others.

6.50 Handicap (£2,587: 6f 3y) (6)
1 (4) 22426 RAY OF JOY 19 (V,CD) J Jenkins 8-9-12 F Tylicki
2 (3) 21211 REFUSE COLETTE 13 (CD) Mick Quinn 5-9-11 P Sirigu
3 (5) -0103 UPRISE 8 (T,CD) G Margarson 5-9-10 R Powell (3)
4 (1) 00-00 AYE AYE SKIPPER 27 (D) D Ivory 4-9-9 S Sanders
5 (6) 21040 SWEET TALKING GUY 28 (T,CD) L Pearce 4-9-5 S Pearce (3)
6 (2) 44504 DANZOE 13 (C,D) Mrs C Dunnett 7-8-7 Luke Morris

8-11 Refuse Colette, 9-2 Sweet Talking Guy, 11-2 Ray Of Joy, 17-2 Uprise,
12-1 Danzoe, 16-1 Aye Aye Skipper.

7.20 Handicap (£5,045: 5f 43y) (8)
1 (4) 21-20 AGERZAM 52 (B) R Varian 4-9-10 F Tylicki
2 (7) 46620 SWENDAB 13 (V,CD) John O'Shea 6-9-8 Luke Morris
3 (6) 1-020 TOM SAWYER 14 (B,CD) J Camacho 6-9-5 J Haynes (3)
4 (2) 26500 COMMANCHE 8 C Dwyer 5-9-5 Shelley Birkett (5)
5 (5) 00-23 CARDINAL 71 (C,D) R Cowell 9-8-12 S Sanders
6 (3) 45600 IT MUST BE FAITH 13 (P) M Appleby 4-8-11

Alistair Rawlinson (5)
7 (8) -3424 INDIAN TINKER 39 (D,BF) R Cowell 5-8-11 L Jones
8 (1) 01224 VODKA CHASER 4 (CD) A Hutchinson 3-8-10 P Prince (5)

4-1 Indian Tinker, 9-2 Swendab, Vodka Chaser, 5-1 Agerzam, 11-2 Cardinal,
13-2 Tom Sawyer, 10-1 Commanche, 12-1 It Must Be Faith.

7.50 Handicap (3-Y-O: £1,940: 5f 43y) (7)
1 (5) 0221 OASIS MIRAGE 9 (D) R Cowell 9-13 F Tylicki
2 (2) 450-4 ANYTIMEATALL 22 (D) A Bailey 9-7 R Tart (3)
3 (3) 00-46 REAFFIRMED 41 E Vaughan 9-6 Luke Morris
4 (4) 63-06 PIEMAN'S GIRL 22 A Carson 9-4 W A Carson
5 (6) 04153 DANCING JUICE 25 (V,D) K Burke 9-2 J Haynes (3)
6 (7) 60005 LOMA MOR 13 (D) A McCabe 8-9 Doubtful
7 (1) 64600 ANFIELD 40 (T) Mick Quinn 8-8 P Sirigu

4-6 Oasis Mirage, 6-1 Anfield, 13-2 Reaffirmed, 8-1 Anytimeatall,
10-1 Dancing Juice, 20-1 Pieman's Girl.

8.20 Handicap (£2,587: 1m 6f 17y) (5)
1 (3) -0243 WALL STREET BOSS 20 (V,BF) J Fanshawe 4-10-0

F Tylicki
2 (2) 43413 THE DUCKING STOOL 13 (CD) Miss J Feilden 7-9-9

Shelley Birkett (5)
3 (1) 5-622 MOUNTAIN KINGDOM 11 Sir M Prescott 3-9-0

Luke Morris
4 (5) 30661 NEEDLESS SHOUTING 21 (D) M Channon 3-8-13 S Hitchcott
5 (4) 20-05 MR WICKFIELD 9 John Best 3-8-8 L Jones

2-1Mountain Kingdom, 5-2Wall Street Boss, 11-4Needless Shouting, 4-1 The
Ducking Stool, 16-1 Mr Wickfield.

Kempton Park
Rob Wright
6.10 Grasped 8.10 Royal Flag
6.40 Shining Glitter 8.40 Musaddas (nap)
7.10 Turning Times 9.10 Harwoods Star
7.40 Arbaab
Going: standard Drw: 7f, low numbers best
Racing UK Tote Jackpot meeting

6.10 Apprentice Handicap
(£4,690: 1m 3f) (5)

1 (4) 12006 THECORNISHCOWBOY 12 (T,C) John Ryan 5-9-11
Josh Quinn (5)

2 (1) 1-101 GRASPED 18 (H) Lady Cecil 4-9-5 C Hardie
3 (3) 00011 TREASURE THE RIDGE 12 (B) A Reid 5-9-4 D Brock
4 (5) 31330 BACK BURNER 42 (D) D Burchell 6-9-4 T Clark
5 (2) -0060 AVIATOR 28 (B,D) J Eustace 6-9-2 M M Monaghan

13-8 Grasped, 7-2 Thecornishcowboy, 4-1 Treasure The Ridge, 5-1 Aviator,
7-1 Back Burner.

6.40 Fillies' Handicap
(£2,587: 1m 4f) (10)

1 (10) 30435 ANA SHABABIYA 28 I Mohammed 4-9-13 T Clark (5)
2 (4) 04311 ELEGANT OPHELIA 9 (T,D) D Ivory 5-9-11 G Baker
3 (9) 00-41 BELLA VARENNA 28 (D) M Botti 3-9-3 A Kirby
4 (3) 4-004 SHINING GLITTER 18 J Fanshawe 3-9-2 C Hardie (5)
5 (8) 255 ELPIDA 34 D Simcock 3-9-2 J Crowley
6 (6) 046 UPPER STREET 14 Sir M Stoute 3-9-1 S W Kelly
7 (5) 034 JAMMY MOMENT 29 W Muir 3-9-1 Martin Dwyer
8 (1) 00-00 BERWIN 9 S Kirk 5-9-1 J Baudains (5)
9 (7) 0601 SLEEPER 16 (D) R Beckett 3-9-0 A Atzeni
10 (2) 50044 HALLBECK 21 (BF) H Candy 3-8-13 D Sweeney

9-2 Bella Varenna, Elegant Ophelia, 5-1 Sleeper, 11-2 Shining Glitter,
6-1 Elpida, 8-1 Jammy Moment, Upper Street, 12-1 Hallbeck, 14-1 others.

7.10 Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(2-Y-O: £4,075: 7f) (12)

1 (1) 2 AJAADAT 42 R Varian 9-0 A Atzeni
2 (6) 30 ALL ROUNDER 19 (BF) J Gosden 9-0 R Havlin
3 (2) 5 CANDLE OF THE SEA 60 E Vaughan 9-0 J P Spencer
4 (8) 00 DECIBELLE 19 Jane Chapple-Hyam 9-0 Hayley Turner
5 (12) 00 EILEEN GRAY 52 C Hills 9-0 J Crowley
6 (10) 4 LOCAL TIME 21 (BF) S Bin Suroor 9-0 H Bentley
7 (11) ROCK KRISTAL J Gosden 9-0 W Buick
8 (3) SILVER RAINBOW B Hills 9-0 K Fallon
9 (5) 0 TODEGICA 19 R Beckett 9-0 D Probert
10 (7) 2 TURNING TIMES 60 C Appleby 9-0 A Kirby
11 (4) 3 VESNINA 19 R Hannon 9-0 R Hughes
12 (9) 40 WINTER QUEEN 52 C Appleby 9-0 Martin Lane

7-2 Vesnina, 4-1 Ajaadat, Turning Times, 6-1 Rock Kristal, Silver Rainbow,
10-1 All Rounder, 14-1 Local Time, 16-1 Winter Queen, 25-1 others.

7.40 Handicap (3-Y-O: £4,690: 1m 3f) (9)
1 (4) 016-4 GANGSTER SQUAD 34 M Meade 9-7 C Hardie (5)
2 (1) 3-21 BISHOP OF RUSCOMBE 154 (C) A Balding 9-7 D Probert
3 (9) 51064 ICE SLICE 28 J Eustace 9-7 P Aspell
4 (2) 21-02 BILLY BLUE 16 (C,BF) J Gosden 9-5 W Buick
5 (5) 51032 BARYE 23 D Simcock 9-4 J Crowley
6 (8) 0-506 ATTENZIONE 13 (T,V) M Botti 9-2 A Atzeni
7 (7) 30626 MASTERPAVER 24J (C) A Bailey 9-0 A Kirby
8 (6) 60031 CENSORIUS 11 (V) E Walker 8-12 P Cosgrave
9 (3) 03-0 ARBAAB 120 Sir M Stoute 8-12 S W Kelly

2-1 Bishop Of Ruscombe, 100-30 Censorius, 5-1 Billy Blue, 7-1 Barye,
10-1 Masterpaver, 12-1 Arbaab, 14-1 others.

8.10 Maiden Stakes (£2,587: 1m) (14)
1 (6) 3- ROYAL FLAG 447 S Bin Suroor 4-9-12 A Atzeni
2 (11) EUROQUIP SUSIE M Scudamore 6-9-7 N Garbutt (5)
3 (4) 52 ABOVE THE REST 37 T Jarvis 3-9-5 J Crowley
4 (1) 44 ESTEBAN 13 M Botti 3-9-5 M M Monaghan (5)
5 (2) 02 FALLEN IN LINE 86 J Gosden 3-9-5 W Buick
6 (7) 0 FRANKIE 57 J Fox 3-9-5 C Hardie (5)
7 (3) GOLDEN EMERALD J Fanshawe 3-9-5 Hayley Turner
8 (12) 0 JACK BEAR 39 J Portman 3-9-5 N Curtis (5)
9 (14) KUBEBA P Cole 3-9-5 Martin Lane
10(13) 5 LORD EMPIRE 19 D Simcock 3-9-5 P Cosgrave
11 (5) 0 MOOJANED 16 D Burchell 3-9-5 T Clark (5)
12 (9) 45 SAVANT 51 Sir M Stoute 3-9-5 S W Kelly
13 (8) UNFORGIVING MINUTE Clive Cox 3-9-5 A Kirby
14(10) 00 WILLIAM OF ORANGE 6 Sir M Prescott 3-9-5 C Catlin

100-30 Royal Flag, 7-2 Fallen In Line, 9-2 Unforgiving Minute, 5-1 Above The
Rest, 13-2 Savant, 10-1 Lord Empire, 12-1 Golden Emerald, 14-1 others.

8.40 Handicap (£4,690: 1m) (11)
1 (3) 15000 BIRDMAN 21 (E,B,D) D Simcock 4-10-0 Martin Lane
2 (7) 25221 MUSADDAS 22 (H,D) S Bin Suroor 4-9-13 K Fallon
3 (8) 12205 HIGH TIME TOO 21 (CD) H Palmer 4-9-13 Martin Dwyer
4 (9) 45342 JACK OF DIAMONDS 14 (H,CD) R Teal 5-9-12 J Crowley
5 (2) 04020 TRADER JACK 18 (H,D) D Flood 5-9-12 C Hardie (5)
6 (4) 35-00 AL JAMAL 37 (H,CD) J Gask 4-9-8 H Bentley
7 (10) 34314 OCEAN APPLAUSE 12 (T,C,D) John Ryan 4-9-7 A Kirby
8 (1) 32220 ROME 56 (BF) G L Moore 4-9-6 G Baker
9 (5) 04041 AOMEN ROCK 28 (V,CD) J Fanshawe 4-9-4 S W Kelly
10(11) 0-31 BOMBARDMENT 27 (D) C Appleby 3-9-0 W Buick
11 (6) 11-50 KILLING TIME 105 (CD) R Beckett 3-9-0 R Hughes

11-4 Musaddas, 7-2 Bombardment, 5-1 Aomen Rock, 13-2 others.

9.10 Handicap (£1,940: 1m) (14)
1 (3) -5000 TEVEZ 14 (P,CD) D Donovan 9-9-9 H Doyle (7)
2 (5) 51-30 KINGSWINFORD 14 (P,D) J Norton 8-9-8 P Aspell
3 (4) 33366 PICK A LITTLE 28 (C) M Blake 6-9-7 Doubtful
4 (8) 10000 SPIRIT OF GONDREE 28 (P,CD) J M Bradley 6-9-7 P Cosgrave
5 (1) -2303 HARWOODS STAR 13 (T) Mrs A Perrett 4-9-5 A Kirby
6 (11) 64333 MY MANEKINEKO 11 (D) J Jenkins 5-9-5 R Hughes
7 (13) 01065 SHAHRAZAD 28 (T,C) P Gilligan 5-9-5 J Gilligan (7)
8 (6) 15653 BENNELONG 13 (V,CD) L Carter 8-9-4 Paige Bolton (7)
9 (9) 04560 EL MIRAGE 53 (C) D Ivory 4-9-4 J Crowley
10(12) -2034 SUBSTANTIVO 42 (BF) T Jarvis 4-9-4 K Fallon
11(14) -4000 HILALI 44 (P,C,D) G Brown 5-9-3 G Baker
12 (2) 00640 WOOLSTON FERRY 19 (C,D) H Candy 8-9-2 D Sweeney
13 (7) 02500 PRINCESS SPIRIT 28 (P,CD) E Creighton 5-9-2 S W Kelly
14(10) 61105 ZED CANDY GIRL 2 (P,CD) D Burchell 4-9-2 T Clark (5)

5-1 My Manekineko, Zed Candy Girl, 7-1 Substantivo, Tevez, 8-1 others.

Course specialists
Brighton: Trainers D Simcock, 18 wins from 47
runners, 38.3%; R Hannon, 4 from 11, 36.4%.
Jockey R Hughes, 23 wins from 74 rides, 31.1%.
Kempton Park: Trainer S Bin Suroor, 54 from 208,
26%. JockeyW Buick, 67 from 346, 19.4%.
Lingfield Park: Trainer R Hannon, 17 from 56,
30.4%. Jockey A Ajtebi, 5 from 20, 25%.
Pontefract: Trainer H Candy, 5 from 18, 27.8%.
Jockey S De Sousa, 43 from 185, 23.2%.
Yarmouth: Trainer G Baker, 12 from 36, 33.3%.
Jockey P Sirigu, 4 from 14, 28.6%.

always had a grander vision and left his
role, twoyears ago, onlywhen theplans
were agreed. Renton, though, has put
his own thumbprint on the project and
it is this that will surprise even those
who regard this unique racecourse as a
second home. “When I first looked at
the plans, I felt it would be an opportu-
nity missed if we did not extend the
work to include areas of the course that
were tired and dated,” he said.
Hence, many established sights have

been seen for the last time. The trade
stands and Tote hall above the parade
ring have been cleared and will be
replaced by an al fresco bar. Up above,
an area described by Renton as
“a shanty town of old buildings with no
proper use” is being replaced by a wide
terrace and an extended See You Then
bar, named after the triple Champion
Hurdle winner.
More than £500,000 has been spent

on the weighing room, which has been
gutted and completely refurbished. It
will have anew,modern exterior. At the
north entrance used by almost half of
Cheltenham’s spectators, a new plaza
area is being laid inside the gates.
The structure of the stand will be

complete by March and steppings for
2,000 spectators will be in use. A
crescent walkway at first-floor level,
which links all themajor buildings, will
be among the last jobs finished. By
October, though, a theatrical new
horse-walk to the winner’s enclosure,
witha tunnel for thehorsesandabridge
for spectators, will be in use.
Aside fromthemammoth taskof lay-

ing 305,000metres of cables—enough
to stretch to London and back —
Heeley’s team has excavated 15,000
cubic metres of material andmade one
unexpected find. “We dug up an urn
that contained the ashes of a former
Gold Cup winner, Forgive ‘N Forget,”
he said. Cheltenham’s hope is that long-
suffering patrons will soon forgive and
forget the cramped Festivals of old.

Making headway: Racegoers used to attending the Festival meeting in March,
above, have had little room for manoeuvre but Renton, below, surrounded by
building machinery, says they will have more space by October. The main image
is an impression of how the course will look when all the work is finished in 2016

RobWright’s midday update
thetimes.co.uk/sportsbook

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER, GRAHAM HUGHES
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Sibley’s story brings so much to the table
Matthew Syed Sports Columnist and Feature Writer of the Year

K
elly Sibley won a bronze
medal in the mixed
doubles table tennis at the
Commonwealth Games on
Saturday, alongside her

partner, Danny Reed. I caught it on
the telly and, as the final point was
played, found myself overcome with
emotion.

My wife, watching alongside me,
was rather surprised by my reaction.
“It’s a great match, but it’s only for the
bronze medal,” she said. It was a
justifiable response, but it caused me
to understand something about sport
that had never fully registered before.

I first met Sibley at the England
team training centre in Nottingham.
This is where the senior and junior
teams trained, lived and slept, and
even as Sibley arrived as a 13-year-
old, there were raised eyebrows. She
was way off the pace compared with
her peers, in the England team and
abroad. The women’s coach told me:
“I know she’s not the best, but I like
her attitude.”

Back then the women and men
played in different halves of the hall,
separated by small barriers, but I kept
noticing this small, determined girl,
the youngest in the group.

Her warm-up was different from
everyone else’s; she seemed to give it
her all, sweating even before she
made it to the table.

The intensity that she put into her
drills was quietly, but emphatically,
different too. She was reserved and
gentle off the table, but, over time, it

became clear that her determination
was implacable.

Her form remained a problem,
however. I watched her one afternoon
doing multiball training. Every time
the ball was placed wide to her
forehand, she struggled to get in
position. Again and again she failed,
the coach advising her on balance
and the pattern of her feet, to which
Sibley would nod, smile and carry on.
The sweat was dripping from her
brow. All the other players had gone
off to shower and have dinner. But
still Sibley continued: trying, failing,
trying again.

Her results in international
competitions were invariably below
par. At that level, the women’s scene is
dominated by China, who have the
best players, coaches and system.
They have won pretty much every
international competition for the past
30 years. The players on the
Continent are pretty good, too. Sibley
would lose in qualification or the first
round, time and again. But the
improvement in her game was
gradually becoming visible.

I got to know her parents, Lynne
and John, a little. They were like so
many of the parents of children who

go on to excel in sport: devoted,
gentle and proud. They watched her
lose, sometimes they watched her
win, and they would congregate with
her afterwards to hear about how her
training was going. They would have
been proud if she had lost in the first
round every week, but they took
particular joy in those occasional
successes.

Slowly, almost imperceptibly, Sibley
moved up the rankings. She made it
into the senior team, then into the
lower echelons of the world rankings.
She was not England’s best or most
exciting player, but her attitude never
changed. “It’s a joy having her in the
squad,” the women’s coach told me
last year. “She has been a joy to have
in the squad since she arrived at 13,” I
replied.

The final points in that bronze-
medal match were nothing less than
enthralling. Sibley and Reed were
playing Zhan Jian and Feng Tianwei,
of Singapore, ranked more than 100
places higher in the world. Sibley and
Reed lost the opening game but
roared back into contention. As it
reached the climax, I found my hands
gripping the edge of my seat.

To my wife, this was a table-tennis

match. To the other viewers on BBC
One, it was a table-tennis match.
To those who
knew Sibley
(or Reed),
however, it was
the final
paragraph of a
story that had been
unfolding for more
than 15 years: a story of
hope, tenacity, dreams,
desire, a million training
sessions, a hundred
thousand sprints; of a
homesick young girl in
Nottingham staying after
practice, night after
night to get her
footwork right.

The final moment
was beautiful,
almost beyond
words. As they won
the decisive point,
Sibley jumped
into the air,
embraced her
partner, her eyes so alive with wonder
and joy and vindication that they
projected through the screen. The
camera shot to her parents, jumping

into the air; her coach, lips trembling;
to supporters embracing each other. I
could feel the tears welling, the drama
of a decade, the memories of
watching this girl’s development,

crystallising in
my mind.

A few years
ago, I took on a

kind of unofficial role
as chief sports interviewer

of this paper. It was, to a point, a
nice gig. I travelled to various
locations speaking to top footballers,
golfers, tennis players and the like.
But after a while I questioned the
value of these interviews. These
athletes were great sportspeople, to be
sure, but they rarely said anything of
great philosophical or life-changing
value. Why did our readers care about
what they had to say?

Watching Sibley, it clicked into
place. It is about narrative. We want

to know these athletes, we want
to understand their journeys and
back-stories. If we are going to
invest in them, if we are going

to be inspired by them, we
have to be able to place their
games in the arc of a richer,

more human story. The

Exclusive to members

Eleven days
in Glasgow
The most striking
images of the
Commonwealth
Games — in today’s
tablet edition

On tablet and at
thetimes.co.uk/commonwealth-games

matches we watch on television are
not “sport”. Not really. They are just
the final paragraph, the flourish of
trumpets at the end of a concerto.
Sport, in its fullest sense, is the whole
thing: the moderato, the adagio and
the allegro.

Sebastian Coe battling Steve Ovett
in 1980 was more than a race.
Muhammad Ali taking on George
Foreman in the former Zaire 40 years
ago was more than a bout. Liverpool
defeating AC Milan in Istanbul in
2005 was about more than football.
These collisions evoke themes that
are as rich and vital as any that exist.
To watch them in isolation, without
any attempt to see the wider canvas,
is like trying to understand
Shakespeare via a single paragraph or
Bach through a single bar.

This is just as true of every match
witnessed at the Commonwealth
Games. It is true of Sibley winning
the bronze medal in table tennis, of
Nick Matthew winning gold in the
squash, of countless other memories
that followers, in different ways, will
cherish. They were contests, but they
were also culminations of essentially
human stories. They were sport at its
most profound.

Tale spin: Sibley plays a forehand during the mixed doubles bronze-medal match, where with Reed she enjoyed a victory that had been many years in the making

JEFF J MITCHELL/GETTY IMAGES
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Rivals desperate for Woods to overcome injury

Tiger Woods’s caddie, Joe LaCava, was
at Valhalla yesterday but the man him-
self was still absent, nursing the back
injury that forced him to withdraw
from the WGC-Bridgestone Invita-
tional and has cast doubt on his partici-
pation in the US PGA Championship.
Woods could wait until his tee-off

time tomorrow to pull out of the tour-
nament, although another day without
practice would be a strong indication
that he is not ready. “I’m optimistic,”
LaCava said. “I’m just doing whatever
work I would normally do.”
The galleries in Kentucky would be

disappointed if Woods pulled out, as
wouldhis opponents, for beatinghim to
win a major title remains the ultimate
distinction, despite the presence of
Rory McIlroy, who has arrived in
sweaty Louisville in sizzling form.
Woods has not won amajor champi-

onship since 2008, yet has retained his
aura. It brings to mind those fights at
theendofMikeTyson’s career,whenhe
was far from his peak, yet triumphant
opponents still wore the feat as a
feather in their cap.
Martin Kaymer is well placed to

judge.When theGermanwon thePGA
Championship in 2010, Woods trailed
home in 28th place; whenKaymer won
the US Open in June, Woods was
absent recovering from back surgery.
“If you win a big tournament without
Tiger in the field, you still feel happybut
you want to play against him,” he said.
His sentiment was shared by Phil

Mickelson, who is due to play with
Woods over the first two rounds. “I
hope he’s able to play,” Mickelson said.
“As much as I love playing with him,
playing against him, trying to beat him,
we all want him in the field.”
Woods was three tournaments into

his comeback from surgery when he

hobbled off the course on Sunday.
Where the Woods-Tyson analogy falls
down is that many, including Kaymer,
still believe that Woods can dominate
again. “He’s 38 years old, so hopefully
willhaveanother tenor 15yearsof com-
peting against the guys on the PGA
Tour and that he reaches his goal of 18
majors or maybe 19,” Kaymer said.
While Kaymer was struggling with a

shoulder injury at the Open, McIlroy
won his third major and he followed
that up with victory at Firestone on
Sunday to claim theworldNo1 ranking
fora fifth time.AdamScottwas theman
deposed and he wants his place back.
“The right guy is atNo1,” theAustralian
said. “He’s played the best over the last
couple of months. “I’ve got to beat
whatever Rory is doing out there.”
If Scott wins, he will be back to No1.

Mathematically, any of Sergio García,
Justin Rose and Henrik Stenson could
move top of the rankings.

Alex Lowe Louisville, Kentucky

McIlroy focused on covering hard yards

Roll of honour

Past five US PGA
champions
2013 Jason
Dufner starts the
final round one
shot behind Jim
Furyk but
establishes a
two-shot lead
after eight holes
and retains that
advantage
2012 Rory McIlroy
wins by eight
strokes at Kiawah
Island after a
bogey-free final
round of 66 that
includes just 24
putts
2011 Keegan
Bradley becomes
the first player to
win a major on his
debut since Ben
Curtis at The
Open in 2003
2010 Martin
Kaymer beats
Bubba Watson in
a play-off after
Dustin Johnson,
holding a one-
shot lead with
one hole to play,
is penalised for
grounding his
club in a bunker
2009 YE Yang
becomes the only
Asian-born golfer
to win a major
championship,
beating Tiger
Woods, his
playing partner,
by three strokes

Rory McIlroy was expecting the ques-
tion if not particularly looking forward
to it. He knew that he would be asked
about leading golf into a Rory era, a
post-Tiger Woods era.
As the inevitable question came,

McIlroy’s face told a story. Halfway
through it he was wrinkling his nose, as
if to indicate his discomfort. When the
question ended, he fidgeted in his chair
and visibly winced. He could not have
donemuchmore to indicatehis unease.
“I don’t really know how to answer

that,” he replied. “Yes, of course, I’ve
heard it and read it. Sometimes I feel
people are too quick to jump to
conclusions and to jump on certain
things.”
Then he admitted, though, that what

he had said at the start of the year had
got people talking. “. . . golf was looking
for someone to put their hand up and
sort of become one of the dominant
players in the game,” McIlroy said in
January before bringing matters up to
date yesterday by adding. “I felt like I
had the ability to do that and it’s nice to
be able to win a few tournaments and
get back to where I feel I should be,
which is near the top of theworld rank-
ings and competing in majors and win-
ning tournaments.”
In case that sounded a touch boast-

ful, he went on to temper it slightly. “I
am not sure you can call that an era or
a start of an era,” he continued. “I’m just
happywithwheremy game is and I just
want to tryandcontinue that foras long
as possible. People can read into that
what they want.
“I need to continue to practise hard

and play well . . . I try not to read too
much stuff that’s being written because
if you read everything that was being
written I’d turn up at the first tee on
Thursday thinking I’d already won the
tournament.”
McIlroy has climbed to No1 in the

world for the fifth time, won three big

tournaments since the middle of May
and is acknowledged by others as the
best in the world. There have to be
several things that he is doing better
than ever. First, he has addedweight—
nearly 8lb in the past two months,
which has made him heavier than ever
before. He works out more regularly in
the gym these days, turning the weight
intomuscle and this has helped him hit
the ball farther, significantlymore than
300 yards when needs must.
The one department of McIlroy’s

game that attracts real envy from his
peers is his driving. “He is such a great
driver of the ball,” Phil Mickelson said.

Interestingly, McIlroy has recently
shortenedhisbackswinga touch,which
has enabled him to change the shape of
his drives from predominantly right to
left, which sometimes led to wildness
off the tee, tomore often flighting them
from left to right. “Now I’m very
comfortable hitting a straight shot or
hitting left to right,” McIlroy said.
After a booming drive, McIlroy can

reach a lot of greens with a wedge, or at
least a short iron, and because his driv-
ing has become straighter he is hitting
these irons more often, which in turn
has led to an improvement in his
accuracy. “As you can imagine, when I

drive the ball well I have a lot of wedges
in my hand,” McIlroy said.
Using a lot of wedges has helped to

sharpen his approach game, which
means that he is putting from nearer
the hole more often than he was. Since
the Masters, McIlroy has altered his
alignment with his putter, which has
improved his performance on the
greens.
So what we have in McIlroy at the

moment is a long-hitting and accurate
driver, a player sharpwith his approach
play and one putting well. As if that is
not enough to explain his recent excep-
tional form, there is one more weapon

in his armoury. He has learnt how to
limit his mistakes. “Becoming better at
getting rid of some of these shots has
helped stop me going on those bogey
runs I was getting on at the start of the
year,” he said. “Then your confidence
grows, you start to hit better shots,
which leads to better scores and so your
confidence grows more.”
With that analysis of his golf, the

world No1 was gone, gone to do all he
can to continuehis present run of form;
gone to try to win his second major
championship of the year and his third
tournament in a row; gone to lead the
game into the Rory era.

Woods’s car may be
absent this week

Driven man: McIlroy’s tireless work in the gym has enabled him to bulk up and
generate more distance off the tee as he moves into the US PGA Championship

ANDY LYONS /GETTY IMAGES

John Hopkins Louisville, Kentucky
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Ballance finds his feet after early summer celebration slip-up

The England Lions team who will take
the field against Sri LankaAatTaunton
today are filled with players hoping to
climb the final few steps towards the
summit of the game, but they will be
coached by a familiar figure who is
coming down the other side.
Andy Flower makes his return to

frontline coaching with the Lions, part
of his new role as technical director of
elite coaching, which includes working
with players on the fringes of the
England team.
While Flower’s position today, in the

relativebackwaterofaLionsgame,may
be a downgraded version of the job as
England’s team director, which he
relinquished after the Ashes white-
wash, the esteem in which he is held by
the players is clear. So too the know-
ledge that his opinion will still carry
considerable clout when emerging
players are discussed.
“It’s a great chance for the players to

show the selectors what they can do,
especially with Andy Flower leading
us,” James Taylor, the Lions captain,
said yesterday.
The Lions’ game today is their first in

a triangular one-day series with Sri
Lanka A and New Zealand A, who met
in the opening match at Taunton
yesterday. Flower will act as head
coach, with Graham Thorpe as batting
coach and Kevin Shine working with
the bowlers.
Flower has been meeting players

who have recently fallen out of favour
with the selectors, such as Monty
Panesar and Jonny Bairstow, about
how to take their chance the next time
the call comes. He is also offering his
expertise to those with leadership
potential and Taylor, who has played
twoTests and twoone-day internation-
als, falls into both categories.
“I’ve had a couple of coffees with

Andy and a few good chats over the last
few months,” Taylor said. “Now work-
ing closely together with him as coach
and captain, he’s got so much to offer.”
England Lions (from): JWA Taylor (captain),
JM Bairstow, RS Bopara, WB Rankin, SD Parry,
HF Gurney, AD Hales, C Overton, JJ Roy, RH Patel,
TC Smith, JM Vince, DJ Willey.

Taylor hopes
Flower power
will help him
to blossom
John Westerby

Flower’s opinion of
players still carries
weight at the ECB

Like a number of the younger England
players, Gary Ballance had been made
to wait a while for his first Test victory,
but when themoment finally arrived at
the Ageas Bowl last Thursday, the
celebrations, he insists, were suitably
restrained.
Ballance had been reminded of his

responsibilities, having celebrated a
little too enthusiastically in a Notting-
ham nightclub last month, where he
was pictured bare-chested and a little
the worse for wear after the first Test at
Trent Bridge.
The incident caused acute

embarrassment for Ballance, but he
was grateful for the support shown to
him during the next game at Lord’s by

Alastair Cook, the captain. “I felt
disappointed that I had let the lads
down,” Ballance said at Old Trafford
yesterday.
“Cooky took me out for some food

with Joe Root and Matt Prior. He just
said that these things happen and in a
fewdays’ timewe’d be laughing about it
and it would all be forgotten about.”
Cook has managed to survive for 107

Tests without his nocturnal habits
attracting attention, but Root, after his
infamous early-hours run-in last
summer with David Warner, the
Australia batsman, was able to offer
some worldly-wise advice to his
Yorkshire team-mate.
“He’s had his troubles and as a very

good mate of mine, he was very
understanding,” Ballance said.

Ballance repaid his captain’s words of
reassurance in the strongest currency,
with first-innings centuries at both
Lord’s and the Ageas Bowl, the second
of which helped England to level the

series 1-1 with twoTests to play andwas
celebrated with just “a few beers at the
hotel”. His tally is now three hundreds
(including an unbeaten 104 against Sri
Lanka at Lord’s in June) in his first six
Tests and three in five this summer,
since he became the surprise choice to
bat at No3 in England’s remodelled
line-up.
This pivotal position had been an

area of concern since Jonathan Trott’s
abrupt departure from the Ashes tour,
Root and Ian Bell having filled the role
briefly in Australia.
The accent of the newNo3 is similar

to the previous long-term incumbent
— in his Zimbabwean twang, following
Trott means that he has “big shoes to
fill” — and there is a similar sense of
solidity. Ballance, 24, has opened the

JohnWesterby

Improbable as it may seem, with the
fourth Test due to start tomorrow, the
lingering issue of whether James
Anderson pushed Ravindra Jadeja
during a spat on the second day of the
first Testmay not yet have been settled.
Anderson was cleared on Friday of a

level-three offence by Gordon Lewis, a
judicial commissioner, but the ICC
confirmedyesterday that theBCCIhad
written a letter expressing its
dissatisfaction with the outcome,
increasing the pressure on David
Richardson, the ICC chief executive, to
appeal against the verdict.
Richardson has until Sunday to

decide whether to lodge an appeal, so
Anderson will go into the Test at
Emirates Old Trafford, his home
ground, with his fate yet to be resolved
almost a month after the incident,
which occurred in the Trent Bridge
pavilion as the players left the field.
The England bowler admitted

swearing at Jadeja, but denied that he
had pushed him, while Lewis was
unable to determine where the burden
of guilt lay and found both Anderson
and Jadeja not guilty.
The five-Test series is level at 1-1 with

twoTests to play and IanBell yesterday
backed his team-mate to thrive despite
his unwitting role as a political football,
having won the man-of-the-match
award for his seven wickets in the third
Test at the Ageas Bowl last week, one
day before his case was heard by Lewis.
Evidence was given in Anderson’s
favour at the hearing by Stuart Broad,
Ben Stokes and Matt Prior.
“The way Jimmy handled every-

thing, to get man of the match with
everything around the corner, was an
incredible effort,” Bell said at Old
Trafford yesterday. “I’m sure he’ll do
exactly the same, as will all the players

[involved], I’m sure they’re desperate to
get everyone talking about the cricket,
rather than one incident that maybe
got blown out of proportion.”
There were further reports last night

suggesting that the ECB had offered to
instigate an internal disciplinary
procedure against Anderson in return
for India withdrawing the charge.
A report on the ESPN Cricinfo

website said that talks between Giles
Clarke, the ECB chairman, and BCCI
officials broke down when the ECB
refused to guarantee a suspension of
two Tests for Anderson.
The BCCI, the dominant force in the

governance of world cricket, clearly
remains determined to pursue the case,
although any appeal would be unlikely
to affectAnderson’s participation in the
Test series. A further hearing would
have to be held within 30 days of the
appointment of an appeal panel.
Although India are known to be

disappointed at Anderson’s behaviour,
Bell said yesterday that the series has
been played on good terms.
“Apart from that one incident, there’s

been nothing on the field at all, less
than inother series I’veplayed,” he said.
“It’s a toughenvironment in themiddle,
there’s alwaysabit [of sledging], you just
hope it doesn’t go past the line.”
For the time being, Anderson once

again finds himself waiting for political
machinations to unfold. After three
Tests, he is the leading wicket-taker in
the series, with 16 wickets at 24 runs
each. With 371 wickets in his 97-Test
career, he is only 12 behind Sir Ian
Botham’s record for an England bowler
in Test cricket, which has stood for 22
years. In four Tests at Old Trafford,
though, his record is relatively modest,
having taken 12 wickets at 35.33.
The pitch for the fourth Test, the

same one used for the drawn Test
against Australia last year, is expected

to be the quickest of the series after one
of the driest Manchester summers for
several years.
“It looks like it did for the Ashes Test

last year and there should be a bit of
pace andbounce, thereusually is,”Matt
Merchant, the head groundsman, said
yesterday.
On a ground he is familiar with after

five years in chargeof Lancashire, Peter
Moores, the England head coach,
should bewell placed to assess whether
there will be enough pace and bounce
to recall Steven Finn, who is likely to
contest the final fast-bowling position
withChris Jordan andBenStokes. Finn
had a rigorous workout in the middle
yesterday afternoon under the gaze of
David Saker, the bowling coach.
Spin bowlers often figure strongly at

Old Trafford and India must decide
whether to introduce a frontline
spinner, Ravichandran Ashwin, for the
first time in the series.

Anderson back in spotlight after
India push for decision review
JohnWesterby

Leading man: Anderson, second from the right, was man of the match in the third Test, taking seven wickets in the victory

PA/MARTIN RICKETT

Exclusive to members

Video Look back
at Gary Ballance’s
century in the third
Test against India

On tablet and at thetimes.co.uk/cricket

batting earlier in his career and batted
lower in the order for Yorkshire, so the
summons toNo3against Sri Lankawas
not entirely expected.
“I thought if I did get selected, it

would be in the middle order,” he said.
“But I wasn’t going to say no and I’m
pleased to have done well.
“When the coaches back you to bat

there, it’s a massive confidence boost,
Trotty had done an unbelievable job
there for the last four or five years.
“I’m happy wherever I bat, you just

need to adapt your game to the
situation.”
6Gary Ballance was speaking on behalf
of Investec, the specialist bank and asset
manager, and title sponsor ofTest cricket
inEngland.Visit investec.co.uk/cricket or
follow us @InvestecCricket

6 India have named three uncapped
players in a 17-man squad for the
one-day series and Twenty20
international that follow the Test
series against England. Sanju
Samson, 19, is a wicketkeeper-
batsman from Kerala, Dhawal
Kulkarni, 25, is a right-arm seam
bowler, while Karn Sharma, 26, is
a leg-spin bowler. There is no place
for Cheteshwar Pujara, the No3
batsman in India’s Test team. The
five-match one-day series will begin
in Bristol on August 25, with
a solitary Twenty20 international
at Edgbaston on September 7.
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Cricket Sport

Steelbacks hit
hard again by
Lees and Lyth

Results and scoreboards

Fixtures

Football
Petrofac Training Cup: First round:
Dunfermline 1 Raith Rovers 0.
International Guiness Cup: Final:
Manchester United 3 Liverpool 1.
Friendly matches: Burnley 2 Celta Vigo
2; Walsall 0 Aston Villa 1; Daventry 4
Northampton 0; Huddersfield 2
Newcastle 2; Port Vale 3 West
Bromwich Albion 2; Redditch 2
Cheltenham2; Rotherham1Leicester 3;
St Neots Town 2 Peterborough 5;
Woking 2 West Ham U21 3.

Cricket
Royal London Cup
Group A
Essex v Lancashire
Chelmsford (Essex won toss): Essex
Eagles (2pts) beat Lancashire Lightning
by six wickets
Lancashire Lightning (balls)
U T Khawaja c Ten Doeschate b Napier14 (28)
A G Prince c Ten Doeschate b Salisbury18 (40)
K R Brown c Foster b Ten Doeschate47 (79)
*P J Horton c and b Salisbury 49 (55)
S J Croft c Foster b Salisbury 51 (59)
†A L Davies c Smith b Masters 28 (24)
J Clark not out 21 (13)
W A White b Salisbury 0 (1)
A M Lilley not out 2 (2)
Extras (b 4, lb 5, w 6, nb 2) 17
Total (7 wkts, 50 overs) 247
T E Bailey and K M Jarvis did not bat.
Fall ofwickets: 1-17, 2-56, 3-114, 4-177,
5-217, 6-234, 7-236.
Bowling: Masters 10-2-35-1; Napier
10-2-36-1; Westley 6-0-21-0; Salisbury
10-0-55-4; Phillips 8-0-48-0; Ryder
2-0-16-0; Ten Doeschate 4-0-27-1.
Essex Eagles (balls)
M L Pettini lbw b Bailey 2 (6)
T Westley c Croft b Lilley 84 (91)
G M Smith c Davies b Lilley 27 (30)
K S Velani lbw b Clark 23 (24)
J D Ryder not out 71 (52)
*R N Ten Doeschate not out 26 (29)
Extras (lb 2, w 8, nb 6) 16
Total (4 wkts, 38.1 overs) 249
†J S Foster, G R Napier, T J Phillips, D D
Masters andMETSalisbury did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-68, 3-121, 4-169.
Bowling: Bailey 10-0-65-1; Jarvis 5-0-
33-0; Lilley 6-0-36-2; White 6.1-0-50-0;
Croft 4-0-18-0; Clark 7-0-45-1.
Umpires: N A Mallender and G Sharp.
Gloucestershire v
Leicestershire
Bristol (Gloucestershire won toss):
Gloucestershire (2pts) beat
Leicestershire Foxes by seven wickets
(D/L method)
Leicestershire Foxes (balls)
A J Robson c Roderick b Payne 13 (9)
†N J O’Brien c Roderick b Payne 0 (2)
G P Smith not out 55 (73)
M A G Boyce b Payne 4 (3)
D J Redfern b Payne 6 (8)
S J Thakor c Roderick b Howell 11 (23)
*S B Styris c Cockbain b Miles 29 (24)
T J Wells b Taylor 3 (5)
J K H Naik c Cockbain b Taylor 1 (3)
A J Ireland not out 0 (0)
Extras (b 5, lb 1, w 8) 14
Total (8 wkts, 25 overs) 136
C E Shreck did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-9, 2-20, 3-25, 4-31,
5-61, 6-111, 7-115, 8-121.
Bowling: Gidman 5-1-19-0; Payne
6-0-23-4; Miles 5-0-30-1; Howel
l 4-0-15-1; Taylor 5-0-43-2.
Gloucestershire (balls)

*M Klinger not out 55 (66)
H J H Marshall st O’Brien b Naik22 (25)
C D J Dent b Redfern 7 (14)
W A Tavare c Robson b Redfern 4 (2)
W R S Gidman not out 39 (30)
Extras (b 4, w 2) 6
Total (3 wkts, 22.5 overs) 133
I A Cockbain, †G H Roderick, B A C
Howell, J M R Taylor, C N Miles and D A
Payne did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-46, 2-55, 3-59.
Bowling: Shreck 4.5-0-26-0; Ireland
3-0-27-0; Thakor 4-0-29-0; Naik
5-0-24-1; Redfern 5-0-19-2; Styris
1-0-4-0.
Umpires:SJO’ShaughnessyandPWilley.
Northamptonshire vYorkshire
Northampton (Yorkshire won toss):
Yorkshire Vikings (2pts) beat
Northants Steelbacks by six wickets
Northants Steelbacks (balls)
R E Levi c Hodd b Patterson 34 (44)
S D Peters c Hodd b Bresnan 0 (1)
*K J Coetzer c Hodd b Brooks 8 (11)
A M Rossington c Brooks b Rashid75 (83)
†B M Duckett c Leaning b Pyrah45 (49)
M N W Spriegel c Lyth b Pyrah 12 (17)
G G White c Leaning b Pyrah 11 (11)
A J Hall not out 9 (7)
J D Middlebrook not out 5 (6)
Extras (lb 4, w 4, nb 2) 10
Total (7 wkts, 38 overs) 209
MAChambers andMAzharullah did not
bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-17, 3-90, 4-163,
5-179, 6-194, 7-194.
Bowling: Bresnan 8-0-36-1; Brooks
8-0-36-1; Pyrah 7-0-50-3; Patterson
7-0-44-1; Rashid 8-0-39-1.
Yorkshire Vikings (balls)
A Lyth c Spriegel b Middlebrook84 (88)
A Z Lees c White b Spriegel 102 (92)
K S Williamson b White 4 (12)
*A W Gale not out 4 (11)
J A Leaning c Spriegel b Middlebrook0 (1)
A U Rashid not out 0 (2)
Extras (b 3, lb 6, w 6, nb 4) 19
Total (4 wkts, 34 overs) 213
†A J Hodd, T T Bresnan, R M Pyrah, S A
Patterson and J A Brooks did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-195, 2-205, 3-209,
4-209.
Bowling: Spriegel 8-0-35-1; Azharullah
4-0-52-0; Chambers 4-0-22-0; Hall
5-0-23-0; Middlebrook 5-0-36-2; White
8-1-36-1.
Umpires: N G C Cowley and R T
Robinson.

P W L D N/R Pts R/R
Gloucestershire 4 3 1 0 0 6 0.19
Essex 3 2 1 0 0 4 0.41
Yorkshire 3 2 1 0 0 4 0.35
Derbyshire 3 2 0 0 1 3 1.69
Worcestershire 3 1 1 0 1 3 0.48
Leicestershire 3 1 2 0 0 2 0.01
Hampshire 3 1 2 0 0 2 0.15
Northamptonshire 3 1 2 0 0 2 0.53
Lancashire 3 0 3 0 0 0 1.85

Group B
Warwickshire v Somerset
Edgbaston (Warwickshire won toss):
Somerset (2pts) beat Warwickshire by
117 runs
Somerset (balls)
*M E Trescothick run out 41 (58)
N R D Compton b Clarke 12 (26)
P D Trego b Patel 101(103)
C A Ingram b Gordon 47 (63)
T D Groenewald c Ambrose b Gordon57 (35)
J C Hildreth not out 16 (10)
†A W R Barrow not out 13 (8)
Extras (lb 3, w 2, nb 6) 11
Total (5 wkts, 50 overs) 298
L Gregory, C A J Meschede, M J Leach
and A C Thomas did not bat.

Fall ofwickets: 1-16, 2-85, 3-177, 4-264,
5-274.
Bowling: Clarke 10-0-52-1; Hannon-
Dalby 10-2-61-0; Gordon 9-0-63-2; Trott
8-0-35-0; Patel 10-0-51-1; Javid
1-0-10-0; Poysden 2-0-23-0.
Birmingham Bears (balls)
*W T S Porterfield c Gregory b Thomas3 (2)
F R J Coleman c Compton b Leach25 (46)
I J L Trott c Trescothick b Groenewald29 (30)
†T R Ambrose c Barrow b Groenewald33 (52)
L J Evans c Hildreth b Thomas 50 (56)
R Clarke lbw b Groenewald 0 (2)
A Javid b Thomas 14 (32)
J S Patel b Gregory 7 (9)
R O Gordon b Gregory 0 (3)
J E Poysden not out 2 (6)
O J Hannon-Dalby c Hildreth b Meschede11 (6)
Extras (w 1, nb 6) 7
Total (40.1 overs) 181
Fall of wickets: 1-3, 2-46, 3-73, 4-129,
5-129, 6-154, 7-167, 8-167, 9-169.
Bowling: Gregory 9-1-37-2; Thomas
7-1-30-3; Groenewald 7-0-37-3;
Meschede 5.1-0-25-1; Leach 10-0-41-1;
Trego 2-0-11-0.
Umpires: M A Gough and M J Saggers.

Surrey v Kent
Kia Oval (Kent won toss): Surrey (1pt)
tied with Kent Spitfires (1pt)
Kent Spitfires (balls)
D J Bell-Drummond c Wilson b Azhar 18 (24)
*S A Northeast c Ansari b Tremlett 63 (87)
B P Nash lbw b Batty 6 (10)
F K Cowdrey c Wilson b Tremlett75 (87)
D I Stevens c Wilson b Meaker 6 (13)
†S W Billings c Meaker b Tremlett 87 (42)
C J Haggett c Burns b Tremlett 9 (17)
J C Tredwell not out 20 (13)
M E Claydon b Azhar 7 (7)
Extras (b 4, lb 11, w 8) 23
Total (8 wkts, 50 overs) 314
AENRiley andDEBollinger did not bat.
Fall ofwickets: 1-34, 2-51, 3-143, 4-167,
5-219, 6-285, 7-290, 8-314.
Bowling: Azhar 10-2-63-2; Meaker
10-1-83-1; Batty 10-0-50-1; Tremlett
10-0-38-4; Ansari 4-0-30-0; Harinath
3-0-16-0; Dilshan 3-0-19-0.
Surrey (balls)
S M Davies c Haggett b Cowdrey58 (52)
T M Dilshan c Billings b Bollinger0 (1)
V S Solanki c Bollinger b Riley 83 (88)
R J Burns run out 43 (50)
*†G C Wilson c Nash b Claydon 29 (38)
C T Tremlett b Claydon 12 (10)
Azhar Mahmood b Tredwell 38 (27)
A Harinath c Cowdrey b Tredwell8 (14)
Z S Ansari not out 27 (16)
G J Batty run out 2 (4)
Extras (lb 8, w 6) 14
Total (9 wkts, 50 overs) 314
S C Meaker did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-94, 3-176, 4-207,
5-230, 6-238, 7-250, 8-294, 9-314.
Bowling: Bollinger 9-0-66-1; Claydon
8-0-67-2; Stevens 6-0-39-0; Tredwell
10-0-42-2; Cowdrey 10-1-46-1; Riley
7-0-46-1.
Umpires: S A Garratt and P J Hartley.

Sussex v Durham
Hove (Durham won toss): Sussex
Sharks (2pts beat Durham Jets by three
wickets
Durham Jets (balls)
*M D Stoneman c Arafat b Liddle58 (74)
†P Mustard run out 39 (54)
C S MacLeod b Beer 14 (18)
S G Borthwick c Cachopa b Piolet67 (66)
P D Collingwood b Arafat 67 (57)
J W Hastings c Nash b Hatchett10 (11)
G J Muchall b Arafat 6 (8)
G R Breese c Machan b Arafat 11 (10)
K K Jennings not out 1 (1)
C Rushworth not out 1 (2)
Extras (b 1, lb 2, w 8, nb 2) 13

Total (8 wkts, 50 overs) 287
G Onions did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-76, 2-100, 3-142,
4-216, 5-242, 6-270, 7-284, 8-284.
Bowling: Hatchett 10-0-71-1; Arafat
10-0-47-3; Piolet 10-0-43-1; Liddle
9-0-68-1; Beer 7-0-38-1; Nash 4-0-17-0.
Sussex Sharks (balls)
C D Nash b Onions 4 (4)
L J Wright c MacLeod b Onions 36 (29)
*E C Joyce c Mustard b Hastings26 (39)
C Cachopa c Hastings b Borthwick39 (39)
M W Machan c Collingwood b Onions33 (47)
†B C Brown b Borthwick 26 (31)
S A Piolet b Borthwick 1 (2)
Yasir Arafat not out 55 (54)
W A T Beer not out 45 (50)
Extras (b 4, lb 4, w 3, nb 12) 23
Total (7 wkts, 48.1 overs) 288
C J Liddle and L J Hatchett did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-9, 2-66, 3-84, 4-139,
5-168, 6-172, 7-191.
Bowling: Rushworth 9-1-51-0; Onions
10-1-67-3; Hastings 9.1-0-48-1; Breese
3-0-25-0; Collingwood 7-0-33-0;
Borthwick 9-0-51-3; Jennings 1-0-5-0.
Umpires:RJBaileyandMJDBodenham.

P W L D N/R Pts R/R
Somerset 4 2 1 1 0 5 0.73
Nottinghamshire 3 2 0 1 0 5 0.27
Kent 3 2 0 1 0 5 0.04
Glamorgan 3 2 1 0 0 4 0.48
Warwickshire 3 2 2 0 0 4 0.07
Durham 3 1 3 0 0 2 0.10
Middlesex 3 1 2 0 0 2 0.29
Sussex 3 1 2 0 0 2 0.91
Surrey 3 0 2 1 0 1 0.33

Rugby union
Women’s World Cup
Paris andMarcoussis:PoolA:England 45
Spain 5; Canada 42 Samoa 7. Pool B:
United States 47 Kazakhstan 7; New
Zealand 14 Ireland 17. Pool C: Australia
25 Wales 3.

Tennis
Rogers Cup
Toronto: First round: Men: N Kyrgios
(Aus) bt S Giraldo (Col) 7-6, 7-5; J Sock
(US) bt J Melzer (Austria) 6-1, 6-3;
E Gulbis (Latvia) bt J Sousa (Por) 6-3,
6-4; A Seppi (It) bt B Schnur (Can) 6-3,
6-3; Lu Yen-hsun (Taiwan) bt M Granol-
lers (Sp) 7-6, 7-5; M Jaziri (Tun) bt G
García-López (Sp) 6-4, 7-6. Women: C
Vandeweghe (US) bt Zhang Shuai
(China) 6-2, 6-4; C Dellacqua (Aus) bt
KFlipkens (Bel)6-0, 4-6, 6-2;EMakarova
(Russ) bt R Oprandi (Switz) 6-4, 6-0; S
Stosur (Aus) bt M Puig (P Rico) 6-2, 6-2.

Football
Kick off 7.45
Champions League qualifying:Third
round, second leg: Celtic (1) Legia
Warsaw (4) (at Murrayfield).

Cricket
Royal London Cup (2.0): Group A: Ageas
Bowl: Hampshire v Leicestershire.
Group B: Canterbury:Kent v Glamorgan.
Kia Oval:Surrey v Sussex.

Sailing
Isle of Wight: Aberdeen Asset
Management Cowes Week.

Alex Lees and Adam Lyth, Yorkshire
Vikings’ prolific openers, enjoyed
another profitable visit to Northants
Steelbacks in a ruthless six-wicket win.
Two months after sharing a 375-run

stand during Yorkshire’s championship
victory atWantage Road, they enjoyed
a 195-run partnership to help secure an
emphatic victory with 24 balls
remaining in a match reduced by
morning rain to 38 overs.
Lees hit 102 off 92 balls, his first

one-day hundred for Yorkshire, one of
the favourites for the competition,
while Lyth hit 84 to help them to
respond positively to a surprise defeat
by Gloucestershire at Headingley last
week. That triumph was part of an
impressive start to the competition for
Gloucestershire, who claimed their
thirdwin from fourmatches in groupA
with a seven-wicket victory over
Leicestershire Foxes during another
rain-affected encounter at Bristol.
Chasing a Duckworth/Lewis target

of 131 from 25 overs, they sealed a
seven-wicket victory after Leicester-

shire had reached 136 for eight with
David Payne, Gloucestershire’s left-
arm seamer, claiming four for 23.
In group B, Kent Spitfires were

denied victory despite hitting the big-
gest total of the day at the Kia Oval by
racing to 314 for eight with SamBillings
hitting 87 off 42 balls, including six
fours and six sixes. It seemed awinning
total, particularly after Tillakaratne
Dilshan fell for a duck off the sixth ball
of their reply, but Surrey rallied and,
needing 16 for victory off the final over,
tied the game when Gareth Batty was
run out off the final ball looking for a
two that would have won the match.
Somerset enjoyed an emphatic

117-run victory over Warwickshire at
Edgbaston after setting an imposing
298 for five. Peter Trego, their highly
rated all-rounder, hit 101 off 103 balls,
including six fours and four sixes,
before Warwickshire slipped to 181 all
out in reply after losing their last seven
wickets for 52 runs.
Sussex Sharks, who were lying

bottom of group B after losing their
opening two matches, claimed their
first victory of the competition after
chasing down Durham’s competitive
287 for seven to secure a three-wicket
victory with 11 balls remaining. Scott
Borthwick enjoyed a good game for
Durham, hitting 67 off 66 balls and
claiming three for 51 with his leg spin,
but was unable to break a 97-run
match-winning eighth-wicket stand
between Yasir Arafat and Will Beer.

Myles Hodgson

It was not the first time that TE Bailey
had taken a wicket in his first over at
Chelmsford, but this was Tom Ernest
Bailey, a 23-year-old fast-medium
bowler from Preston making his one-
day debut, rather than Trevor Edward
Bailey, the legendaryEssexall-rounder.
Young Tom had Mark Pettini leg-

beforewithhis sixthball, but thatwasas
good as it got for Lancashire as Essex,
firedbyTomWestley’s superb84, swept
to victory with 11.5 overs to spare and
left themwithoutapoint fromtheir first
three games in the Royal London Cup.
Lancashire, beaten only twice in 15

games on their way to the NatWest
Blast T20 finals day, are finding the
50-over competition much tougher
and struggled to reach 247 for seven
after Essex put them in on a slow, low
pitch that made timing difficult at first.
They managed only 31 for the loss of

Usman Khawaja, caught at mid-on off
Graham Napier, in the first ten-over
powerplay, and Ashwell Prince needed
46balls tomake18beforehedroveMatt

Salisbury, 21 and playing in only his
fourth List A game, to deep mid-off.
Karl Brown did his best to give Lan-

cashire momentum with 47, but they
had still scored only 114 from 30 overs
when he was caught behind cutting at
Ryan ten Doeschate and it was left to
Paul Horton, the captain, and Steven
Croft to provide some much needed
acceleration.
Horton scored 49 off 55 balls and

Royal London Cup
Pat Gibson

Chelmsford (Essex won toss): Essex Eagles (2pts) beat
Lancashire Lightning by six wickets

Essex v Lancashire

Westley eases Essex home

On the attack: Westley leads Essex to
an emphatic victory at Chelmsford

Croft 51off 59beforebothof themfell to
the promising Salisbury, Horton giving
him a return catch off a leading edge
andCroft caught behind chasing awide
one. Salisbury picked up his fourth
wicket when he bowled Wayne White
before Jordan Clark hit his last ball
for the only six of a disappointing
Lancashire innings.
Bailey could hardly have given them

a better start with the ball, but once
Westley had been caught off a no-ball
the result was never in doubt as he
cruised to 84 off 91 balls with a range of
confident strokes.
Greg Smith and Kishen Velani, a

19-year-old from the Essex academy,
joined Westley in partnerships of 66
and 53 and, after he was well caught by
Croft, diving forward atmid-wicket, off
Arron Lilley, Jesse Ryder and Ten
Doeschate swiftly completed the job.
They put on an unbroken 80 in nine

overs, Ryder hitting 71 off 52 balls,
including nine fours and a six, and Ten
Doeschate 26 off 29 balls.
Gary Yates, the Lancashire assistant

coach, said: “It felt as though we were
short with 247, no doubt about that. It
was a good toss towinbecause thepitch
was a bit sticky this morning. Napier
and [Dave]Masters are quality bowlers,
and they exposed it.”
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Norwegian teenager set to rebuff Europe’s top teams
The superpowers of the Barclays
Premier League look set to miss out
on Martin Odegaard, the 15-year-
old who has emerged as Europe’s
most coveted young player. The
Norwegian is expected to
choose to continue
his career in
Germany.

More than 30 clubs, including
all of England’s Champions
League contenders, as well as
Barcelona, Bayern Munich and
Real Madrid, have inquired after
the Stromsgodset midfielder,
who became the youngest
player to appear in Norway’s
Tippeligen in April this year.
Odegaard is a Liverpool fan, but is
thought to favour a move to the
Bundesliga because it would offer a

quicker route to regular first-team
football. That would seem to rule out

Bayern, too, meaning that the likes
of Stuttgart, where he has already

enjoyed a training visit, could
beat some of the

Continent’s
biggest clubs to

the brightest
prospect that Norway has produced
in decades.

Odegaard’s father, Hans Erik,
functions as his agent and has made

it clear that his son will not move
simply to the club who offer the most
lucrative deal.

It was reported this week that Real
were set to offer around £12million
for him, but with his contract due to

expire at the end of next season, he
may yet cost only a quarter of that.

Deila calms fears of year
without European nights
Ronny Deila, the Celtic manager, has
insisted that failure to reach the
group stage of the Champions League
“would not be the end of the world”.

The Glasgow side will be out of the
tournament unless they overturn a
4-1 deficit at Murrayfield tonight in
the second leg of their third-round
qualifying tie. After a calamitous
defeat by Legia Warsaw in the first
leg in Poland, Celtic face a season
without the big European nights.

“It’s not the end of the world,” the
Norwegian, who has been in the job
only two months, said. “I understand
that people went crazy about the
performance last week because it was
too much. But losing games? That
happens. It’s hard coming in here and
performing a miracle in four weeks.”

Xavi brings an end to his
reign in Spain’s colours
Xavi Hernández, the Spain midfielder,
has announced his retirement from
international football.

The 34-year-old Barcelona player,
right, helped Spain to victory in the
European Championship in 2008
and 2012 and the 2010 World Cup.
He won 133 caps, making him Spain’s
most-capped outfield player.

“From now on, I am another fan
of Spain,” Xavi said. “I am grateful
for all of those years. It has been a
marvellous time for me to be there
and have so much success.”

Xavi has decided against
leaving Barcelona for at least
another year, despite receiving
lucrative offers to play in the
Middle East and the United
States.

Uefa punishes four clubs
for racial abuse incidents
Uefa has imposed sanctions on four
European clubs after incidents of
racial abuse during matches in the
Europa League.

In a statement, Uefa said that it had
ordered the partial closure of the
stadiums of Chikhura Sachkhere, of
Georgia, Debrecen, the Hungarian

club, Steaua Bucharest, the
former European champions

from Romania, and Maribor,
of Slovenia.

The one-game penalties
will apply to each club’s
next match in European

competition. “The fight
against racism is a high
priority for us,” a Uefa

statement said. “We have a zero-
tolerance policy towards racism.”
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Ecclestone back
in driving seat
as money talks
for ‘Teflon Man’

Bernie Ecclestone traded in the curren-
cy he understands best to deal with a
Munich criminal court — hard cash.

There is an almost poetic quality to
the story of a billionaire who walks free
of serious bribery charges because he
writes a cheque for $100million (about
£59million), but those who know
Formula One’s chief executive best will
be raising a glass this morning to their
“Teflon Man”, the entrepreneur who
has survived for more than 60 years in
business because he is sharper, faster
and prepared to play harder than
everyone else.

In F1, there will be either a sigh of
relief or sharp intake of breath. There
are those loyal to Ecclestone through
every legal quagmire and every gaffe,
but just as many who were hoping

that this would mean the end of the
Ecclestone era.

There are also the investors who will
believe that this decision in Munich
does little more than extend the uncer-
tainty over the future of a sport that has
been marking time while Ecclestone
stood in the dock to defend himself
against his German accusers.

The doubts will linger: Ecclestone
always vowed to prove his innocence
but has chosen to pay his way to free-
dom. He enjoys a scrap but likes to win
and this is a victory by default after the
financial deal struck with the prosecu-
tor in Munich. The cynical will simply
wonder why the prosecutor pursued
Ecclestone with such vigour for more
than two years, then gave up as soon as
the chequebook was waved. Perhaps
the bribery case would not stand up to
scrutiny, after all. Now, that will never
be known.

However, it seems unlikely that the
outstanding civil action threatened in
the High Court by BayernLB, the Bava-
rian state bank at the centre of the trial,
will go ahead in the light of this deci-
sion. The long list of legal threats look
to have been dealt with after Ecclestone
spent millions of pounds on highly paid
lawyers in three countries to defend
himself. The case put forward by Eccle-
stone’s lawyers that the trial was prov-
ing “extremely burdensome” will be
greeted with some disdain; criminal
trials have a habit of being burdensome
on defendants.

There is no doubt, though, that even
the redoubtable Ecclestone, battle-
hardened after four decades at the top
of F1, was struggling. The punishing
schedule of combining two days a week
in court with running a $1billion busi-
ness was draining the physical reserves
of a man of 83, even with Ecclestone’s
legendary energy.

I called Ecclestone one Sunday even-
ing to put to him yet another revelation
and, for the first time in the 16 years I
have been dealing with F1’s ringmaster,
he sounded weary, almost resigned. An
infection laid him low in mid-trial and
the hearing had to be postponed.

Close friends were advising
Ecclestone to take some time off, rest
and recuperate, but he cannot. Days
later, he was at the British Grand Prix to
run the paddock and escort his guests.
Ecclestone is nothing without F1; it is
his lifeblood.

The intrigue is what happens next.
CVC Capital Partners, the private equi-
ty firm that bought F1 in 2006, has
always stood by its £5million-a-year
chief executive, but there seems little
doubt that they were relying on the
judges in Munich to make their deci-

sion for them. Donald Mackenzie,
CVC’s chairman, vowed to sack Eccle-
stone if he was found guilty but will now
have to come to his own judgment on
whether a man who will be 84 in Octo-
ber carries on, or whether F1 takes a
deep breath and shapes up for a new
future.

A substantial boardroom cabal wants
to move on from the Ecclestone era,
believing that he is tainted anyway
since Mr Justice Newey described him
as “not reliable or truthful” at the end of
yet another gruelling court case, this
time in the High Court last year.

Ecclestone won that one, too, but lost
on a technical knockout after that
wounding judgment. CVC’s long-time
ambition to float F1 on the Singapore
Stock Exchange could still be ham-
pered by doubts over the longevity of its
infamous chief executive. Ecclestone

has been wounded plenty of times
before, though, yet somehow still
mounts a comeback.

He will be anxious to be restored to
the boardroom seats on F1’s various
companies that he gave up at the start
of the year because of the trial — and he
will want ultimate power restored.

Mackenzie and Peter Brabeck-
Letmathe, the F1 chairman, have been
signing the cheques and completing
contracts since January, but Ecclestone
is used to doing the deals personally, as
he has since he knocked F1’s teams into
shape and turned them from a bunch of
amateur racers into a formidable
business.

Make no mistake, Bernie is back. He
has seen off his accusers and is in
charge of his personal fiefdom — For-
mula One — once again, just as he has
been for the best part of 40 years.

Ringmaster walks free after paying court £59m
Formula One
Kevin Eason
Motor Racing Correspondent

Bernie’s bills

£1.2bn
Estimated divorce settlement he
paid his first wife, Slavica, in 2009

£56m
Cost of Georgian townhouse in
Belgravia for Petra, his youngest
daughter, which she says was
necessary for her dogs. “There
aren’t many properties in Chelsea
or Belgravia with a private garden.”

£45m
Price of Kensington pad for Tamara,
his second-oldest daughter

£200,000
Cost of jewellery that Ecclestone
lost when he was mugged stepping
outside his office in 2010
Words by Daniel Schofield

Cash for questions: Ecclestone, with daughters, Tamara, right, and Petra, has managed to pay his way out of a bribery case

VLADIMIR RYS/GETTY IMAGES
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Munich court accepts
record cash settlement
News
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FA guidelines aim to tackle concussion risks head on

Any player who loses consciousness in
anEnglish league game this seasonwill
be automatically removed from the
field of play and not permitted to
return, under stringent new FA guide-
lines designed to limit the risks asso-
ciated with head injuries.
The new rules state that a playerwho

suffers a blow to the head but does not
lose consciousness will still have to
undergo an assessment before it is
determined whether he is allowed to
play any further part in the game.
That decision will be made by the

relevant club’s doctor, with FA stipula-
tions stating that a member of each
club’s medical staff must be on hand to
look after anyplayerwho suffers a head
injury. Players who suffer head trauma
will be tested every two days after the
incident occurs, with a mandatory
interval of six days before the victim is
eligible to play again.
The stance comes after more than a

year’s intensive study led by Dr Ian
Beasley, the FA’s chief medical officer,
of best practice when it comes to head
trauma, an issue brought into sharp
focus thanks to a spate of high-profile
incidents in the past 12 months.
Tottenham Hotspur’s medical team

came in for fierce criticism after Hugo
Lloris persuaded the club’s staff that he
should be allowed to play on despite
losing consciousness during a
game last season. Football’s ap-
parent disregard for the dangers
of concussion surfaced on a
number of occasions during
theWorld Cup, too, most no-
tably when Christoph Kra-
mer, the Germany midfielder,
took a heavy blow to the head dur-
ing the final against Argentina.
Nicola Rizzoli, the referee, re-

vealed on that occasion that the
Wolfsburg player, making his

first start in the tournament, had asked
himwhetherhewasplaying in the final.
Kramer admitted that he had no
memory at all of the game.
That followed an incident in which

Alvaro Pereira, of Uruguay,
said he felt like the “lights
had gone out” when the
knee of Raheem Sterling
caught him against En-
gland in Sao Paulo. Javi-
er Mascherano, the
Argentina midfielder,
appeared disorientat-
ed after clashing
heads with Georginio
Wijnaldum, of Hol-
land, in the semi-fi-
nals, too.

In both instances, the
players carried on, trigger-
ing a raft of complaints
from head trauma spe-
cialists, with FIFPro, the
world players’ union, ac-
cusing Fifa of failing to

protect its members and lingering in
the “dark ages” over the issue.
“Managers, players and clubs need to

understand the risks associated with
head injuries,” Beasley said. “The
adviceofmedical professionals is key in
this area, andwhilst we have developed
processes to deal with many types of
injury, this is an area that has perhaps
needed some more scrutiny.
“We have worked closely with the

stakeholders to develop these new
guidelines and the message is clear for
players; listen to medical advice and
take no chances.”
Football is not the only sport to have

found its attitude tohead injuries under
the spotlight. A raft of lawsuits filed by
former NFL players who have symp-
toms of long-term problems related to
head trauma could end up costing that
league almost $600million (about
£355million) in compensation pay-
ments. As many as 20,000 former
players are thought to be seeking some
form of redress.

Rory Smith
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Rodwell aims
for England
after transfer

After two years of frustration and
sapping spells of inactivity through
injury, Jack Rodwell has signed for
Sunderland in search of regular
matches and a return to prominence.
Having moved on from Manchester
City for a fee of about £10million, the
midfielder admitted that watching
from afar as England laboured at the
World Cup finals left a “bitter taste”.
Given that he is 23, it can scarcely be

said thatRodwell has catching up to do,
but he arrived at City in August 2012 as
a full international who had shown
great potential at Everton. Since then,
he has won one more cap, taking his
tally to three, but that tells less of a story
than his seven starting appearances for
City in the Barclays Premier League.
“Regular football, that is the most

important thing for me now,” Rodwell,
who has signed a five-year contract,
said. “To play football and get back
enjoying it.”Therehasnotbeenenough
of that, in part because of persistent
hamstring and ankle injuries, but after
an extensive medical at Sunderland
that stretched into a second day, he has
been declared fit and ready and,
understandably, said he “can’t wait to
get started”.
An England return — he was a

substitute in the friendly fixture against
Brazil last year — remains in view.
“Without a doubt,” he said. “The last
couple of seasons, I haven’t played as
much football as I would’ve liked.
Watching the World Cup left a bit of a
bitter taste in my mouth — obviously
supporting the team 100 per cent, but
also Iwanted to be there. It’s time to put
that right.”

George Caulkin
Northern Sports Correspondent

Pearce refuses
to walk out
despite sales

Stuart Pearce has ruled out the
possibility of quitting Nottingham
Forest in protest at the sale of two
players without his knowledge, and
insisted that hewill not be forced to sell
Henri Lansbury, their key midfielder.
Fawaz Al-Hasawi, the Forest owner,

maintained yesterday that hismanager
had been involved in discussions about
the transfers of Jamaal Lascelles and
Karl Darlow to Newcastle United.
Pearce, though, remains disenchanted,
particularly as he does not believe that
the £5millionForestwill receive for the
two players is in keeping with their
value. He has vowed to continue as
manager regardless, though.
“This can be overcome,” Pearce said.

“But I am not prepared to fluff things
when it comes to what was said and
done behind the scenes. Two players
were sold against my will. I am not
prepared to walk away from this club,
because I love the club too much and I
love the fans.
“On top of that, I am enjoying

workingwith the players and staff, a lot
of whom we have brought in. I owe a
loyalty to thosepeople. So that [walking
away] has never crossed my mind.”
Forest have rejected a £4million bid

from Burnley for Lansbury, the former
Arsenal midfielder, and Pearce said:
“There has been interest in Henri but
nothing anywhere near our valuation.
We all turned it down; we are in unity
on that one.”

Lambert handed £10m to spend

Aston Villa have earmarked three
new signings after Randy Lerner
arrived in England yesterday with
a promise to free up as much as
£10million to spend on transfers.
The Villa owner is expected to

meet Paul Lambert, his manager,
today to discuss transfer targets,
which include bringing in at least a
centre back, midfielder and winger.
Villa are chasing Ki Sung Yueng, the
Swansea City midfielder, while Scott
Sinclair, of Manchester City, and
Victor Moses, of Chelsea, are among
the wide players under consideration.
Lerner put Villa up for sale this

summer but has received little firm
interest and he is willing to invest to
try to ensure that the team do not
battle against relegation for a second
consecutive season. Lerner has spent
nearly £300million since buying the
club but is looking to sell for about
£200million. Villa have sent Antonio
Luna, the left back, on loan to Verona.
The 23-year-old joined Villa last
summer but did not feature from
January.

6West Bromwich Albion have shown
interest in Jon Walters, the Stoke City
striker, after completing deals for
Jason Davidson and Cristian Gamboa,
the seventh and eighth arrivals at the
club this summer. Walters, 30, has
entered the final year of his contract
at the Britannia Stadium. Davidson,
the Australia left back, has signed
from Heracles Almelo, the Dutch
club, for an undisclosed fee. Gamboa,
the Costa Rica right back, has
received a work permit. “Cristian is a
quick, aggressive defender with good
energy levels,” Alan Irvine, the West
Brom head coach, said.

6Atletico Madrid have shown an
interest in André Schürrle but
Chelsea do not want to sell the
Germany winger, even though they
have one too many overseas players.

6Fulham want £2.5million to loan
Konstantinos Mitroglou to Hertha
Berlin. Hertha’s request to loan the
Greece forward has been rejected
as they cannot afford his wages.

6Tottenham have been told that

Florian Thauvin, the France Under-21
attacking midfielder, is not for sale by
Marseilles. Villarreal want to keep
Mateo Musacchio, the defender who
is subject to an offer from Tottenham
and has a £40million release clause
in his contract.

6 Jordon Mutch has signed a four-
year deal with Queens Park Rangers
after the midfielder moved for
£6million from Cardiff City.

6Charlton Athletic are expected to
sign Andy Delort, the Tours striker.

6Celtic have expressed an interest
in Callum McManaman, the Wigan
Athletic winger.

Gary Jacob

Top target: Sinclair, the City winger, is wanted by Lambert, who has been given £10million to spend by the Villa owner

JUSTIN BERL/ICON SMI

Tony Barrett

Lloris played on despite his
loss of consciousness

WINDOW WATCH

Reina new Bayern back-up
Liverpool have agreed a deal worth
about £2million to sell Pepe Reina to
Bayern Munich, where he would be
back-up for Manuel Neuer.
The German club

wanted a
goalkeeper
similar in
style to
Neuer and beat off competition from
Napoli, where Reina was on loan last
season under Rafael Benítez, his
former manager at Anfield.
Reina, 31, joined Liverpool in

2005 and has two years left on

his present deal. Tottenham
Hotspur beat Liverpool to the
signing of Michel Vorm, the

Holland and Swansea
City goalkeeper,
who Liverpool

had wanted to
provide
competition
for Simon
Mignolet,
their
No1.No

Moving: Reina
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Tour proves an American dream

louis van gaal’s vital
statistics
The move to 3-5-2 has been
radical to say the least, but

United have used it in all four matches
on their United States tour and if the
statistics are anything to go by, it has
worked. United have conceded only
four goals in five games, three of which
were penalties, and considering the
calibre of opposition (Real Madrid,
InterMilan, Roma and Liverpool), that
is enough to make Van Gaal believe
that his way has been taken on board.
What is needed now, though, are the

right people to fill the roles.While Ash-
ley Young and Luke Shaw, despite his
inexperience, look suited at
wingback, there arequestion
marks over the suitability of
Chris Smalling and Phil Jones.
Both badly underperformed
against Liverpool with the
hesitancy and lack of
confidence or composure
on the ball there for all to
see. New systems do
that to people, but
they need to regain
their poise
quickly. The
pace of
Raheem
Sterling,
the Liver-
pool winger, caused panic and
consternation in the United
back four, especially in
Jones, whohauledhimdown
for a penalty.

forward thinking
takes shape at old
trafford
Rooney’s formhasbeenone
of the real success stories
for Van Gaal, who has been
so impressed with the Eng-
land forward that he looks
likely to hand him the cap-
tain’s armband, a decision that
will surely help the 28-year-old
to thrive even more.
Javier Hernández, although

given the chance to impress by
starting in the final against Liver-
pool, failed to takehis opportunity,
most notably in the first
half inMiamiwhenhe

somehow contrived to miss from eight
yards out. The Mexican looks set to
depart the club, leaving Danny Wel-
beck and Robin van Persie as the main
contenders to partner Rooney.
Welbeck did not feature in Miami

after being rested because of a slight
knee strain while Van Persie, who is
also strugglingwithhis fitness,hasbeen
given extra time off after the World
Cup.

first impressions
Who has impressed Van Gaal? While
Rooney has shone, so too has Ander
Herrera, the £28.5million summer
signing from Athletic Bilbao. He has

displayed a willingness to receive
the ball in midfield while at the
same time injecting somemuch
needed urgency in the final third

and in the centre of Van Gaal’s side.
Too often last season, the
pedestrian nature of Moyes’s

side left United fans head-
ing for the hills as more
dynamic teams were

tearing them apart
at will. There is
hope that, with
Herrera’s
energy and
quality on
the ball, that
in turn will
bring thebest
out of Roon-
ey and Juan
Mata.

Luke
Shaw
looks

short of
match fit-

ness and his
lack of experi-
ence despite
impressing for
Southampton
remains a con-
cern. His natural

ability, though, will
enable him to learn

quickly and adapt without too many
problems.

van gaal’s priorities
While there is a very youthful feel

about this United squad, the loss of
so many experienced leaders both
on and off the pitch cannot be
underestimated. Patrice Evra,
Rio Ferdinand and Nemanja
Vidic have all departed and not

been replaced. Jones and Smalling,
although excellent players with big
futures ahead of them, are hardly the
kind of defensive figures who instil
confidence. For a strong title push, Van
Gaalhas toaddress the lackofqualityat
the back. Jonny Evans has impressed
on tour, but it is no surprise that United

continue to court Mats Hummels, the
Borussia Dortmund and Germany
defender. His international experience
and undoubted class is just what the
Dutchmanneeds.Whetherhe can con-
vince the German side, or the player
himself, to head to Old Trafford
remains to be seen, though. Further-

Steve Brenner asks what lessons the Manchester
clubs and Liverpool can learn from visiting the
States, beginning with Louis van Gaal’s team

Rodgers takes aim at Van Gaal with fighting talk
Continued from back page
bounce back, Chelsea will be strong,
Manchester City are the champions so
they’ll be the favourites.
“The likes of Tottenham have been

up there the last couple of seasons.
WhenHarry Redknapp was there they
were aChampions League team. So the
numbers are there to make it really
competitive again and difficult to
forecast.”
Certainly Van Gaal will see how

Liverpool rose last season from
outsiders for the title to almostwinning
their first championship for 24 years,
and with United not in European
competition this year, there will be no
added distractions.
“For them it will be a totally different

mindset,” said Rodgers, who hopes to
conclude a new, extended deal for
Phillipe Coutinho, the Brazilian play-
maker.
“Domestically for the last 20 years

they’ve been champions 13 times.
When I came to Liverpool we were
eighth at the time and the club was
nearly going out of business, so it’s
totally different.
“The players there will want to do

better for themselves. They will be dis-
appointedwithwhere they finished last
year, of course. With the quality they
have, they will want to push on.”
Rooney, who was named man of the

tournament and looked sharp, scoring
five goals in four games, was captain for
the evening, withVanGaal hinting that

the England forward has a chance of
becoming the club captain in the long
term.
“I am always looking for opportuni-

ties to give players the captain’s arm-
band,” the Dutchman said. “Today
Rooney played 90 minutes for the first
time. [Darren] Fletcher had already
done it two times, then he was the
captain, and [Tom] Cleverley because
he also had 90 minutes.”

Rodgers also urged Van Gaal to be
cautious when dealing with United’s
owners, the Glazer family, considering
how little time they had for his prede-
cessor, David Moyes.
He believes that the controversial

Americans let down the Scotsman by
reneging on their original long-term
plan of stability at Old Trafford.
“I think there were a lot of things at

Manchester United that were not seen
by many,” the Northern Irishman said.
“Hehad togo inandwhere I felt forhim
is that he thought he was getting time.
“All of a sudden, when it’s not as

hunky dory as people think it is, you
don’t get that opportunity. He signed a
long-termdeal and thoughthehad that
longevity to do his work.”

Reliance on Rooney: the England striker scores Manchester United’s first goal against Liverpool, above, as Van Gaal’s men

more, a proven striker is needed to pro-
vide serious competition for Rooney
and Van Persie. While Ashley Young
has enjoyed a role as an attacking right
wing back, amore established player in
that position needs to be brought in,
with Antonio Valencia found wanting
when it comes to defensive duties. A
lack of depth in central midfield —
Michael Carrick is set to be out until
October through injury — also needs
to be addressed.

on the plus side . . .
The Old Trafford money men will cer-
tainly have enjoyed seeing Van Gaal’s
side playing in front of someeye-water-
ingly huge crowds— a staggering total
of more than 360,000 fans watched
them in total. Indeed, their five-match
tour has earned the club an impressive
£8million, while they landed a
£750,000 jackpot by winning the Guin-
ness International Champions Cup.
With football booming in the United

States, thanks to the thriving MLS and
the performance of the national team
in reaching the roundof 16 at theWorld
Cup in Brazil, United are keen to make
sure that their popularity across the
Pond remains firmly intact — which,
naturally, will be music to the Glazers’
ears.
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Van Gaal may give
the captaincy to
Rooney at United

Herrera will
provide the
energy to help
other players
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luis suárez has not
been fully replaced
Wisely, Liverpool recognised
that there would be no like-

for-like replacement for Suárez when
the forward joined Barcelona last
month and they have recruited several
players in various positions to try to
make up for his absence. The early signs
are promising but they still lack a
forward who provides at least some of
the threat offered by the Uruguayan. If
Daniel Sturridge could be relied upon
to be available every week it would not
be such a concern, but he has struggled
for fitness in pre-season, hence
Brendan Rodgers’s admission that
signing a new forward is crucial.

raheem sterling is ready to be
a star for club and country
In terms of team status, Sterling is

emerging as the player most likely to
become Liverpool’s new talisman in the
wake of Suárez’s departure. Two years
after Rodgers threatened to cut short
Sterling’s involvement in a pre-season
trip to the United States because of the
player’s attitude issues, Sterling was
Liverpool’s outstanding performer on
their latest tour.

“I thought [Sterling] was outstanding
and he was a real threat,” Rodgers said
after Liverpool’s 3-1 defeat by
Manchester United in Miami. “He is
tactically aware for such a young player
and he is so exciting to watch. When he
runs at defenders he can create
many opportunities. At 19 he is a
real talent and he is getting better
all the time.”

one weakness
still needs
addressing
After just one season at Anfield,
Simon Mignolet has already
reached the point where
significant improvement is
necessary if he is to establish
himself as Liverpool’s first-
choice goalkeeper. As a

shot-stopper, there are no real worries
about him, but it is the other elements
of his game — particularly
commanding his penalty area and
communicating with his defence —
that continue to give cause for concern.

Rodgers is hoping that Mignolet will
develop sufficiently in those areas, but
at the age of 26 it remains to be seen
whether he will be able to do so.

tottenham hotspur’s mistakes
have been repeated
It has been the lazy assumption of the
summer — because Liverpool have

signed several players to make up
for the loss of their best player, they
are destined to repeat the mistakes

made by Spurs after Gareth
Bale left last August. The only
similarity thus far is that
Liverpool have looked for
strength in numbers
instead of seeking one or
two top-class replacements

to fill a significant void.
Other than that, Liverpool

have kept to a strategy that has
been developed by Rodgers in

tandem with the club’s
transfer committee. There

has been no repeat of the
dysfunctionality that

characterised the approach of André
Villas-Boas and Franco Baldini at
Spurs and the Liverpool manager has
goneonrecordas saying thathewillnot
have to work with any players he does
not want.

football is a “brand” new game
Louis van Gaal may have complained
about it, but there is no turning back the
tide of commercialism that allowed
some of England’s biggest clubs to ride
the crest of the wave in the United
States this summer. From Darren
Fletcher and Wayne Rooney driving a
Chevrolet convertible through Beverly
Hills to Jordan Henderson and Daniel
Sturridge doing a shift at Subway in
downtown Boston, the quest for brand
awareness and increased revenue
streams has been taken to new heights.

For the club accountants and owners,
the rewards make it all worthwhile,
regardless of critics questioning the
damage that it does both to pre-season
preparations and the noble idea that
football has a soul. With Manchester
United playing in front of the biggest
crowd in US soccer history and
Liverpool’s pulling power evident in
New York, Chicago and Charlotte, the
likelihood is that both clubs will be back
in two years’ time.

Tony Barrett highlights
the issues Liverpool
need to address to
improve on last season’s
second-placed finish

tw

have kept to a strategy that has
been developed by Rodgers in

reasons to be cheerful
While all the attention here
has been on Manchester
United and Liverpool, the

Barclays Premier League champions
have gone about their business without
fuss. Manuel Pellegrini, without several
senior players, has used a squad mixed
with youth and experience, so the likes
of Karim Rekik, 19, the highly rated
Holland defender, and Kelechi Iheana-
cho, a trialist from Nigeria, have
enjoyed purposeful run-outs.

making a striking impact
If Pellegrini were to choose one plus, it
would be the displays of Stevan Jovetic,
the Montenegro striker who cost
£24million from Fiorentina last season.

It looked likely that the 24-year-old
would leave this summer, with Inter
Milan keen to take him back to Serie A.
Yetwith the injuryproblemsandhome-
sickness issues that affected Jovetic in
his first season at the club behind him,
Pellegrini believes that the player can
make a huge impact, especially with
Sergio Agüero searching for full fitness
and Álvaro Negredo out until October
with a broken leg. Jovetic’s five goals in
three games here suggest that he is
ready to grab his opportunity.

a frank assessment
There have not been many more
surprising transfers than the one taking
the 36-year-old Frank Lampard to City
on a six-month loan deal from New
York City FC.

With the next MLS season not start-
ing until March, Lampard will use the
move primarily to maintain his fitness

while remaining in the gaze of Roy
Hodgson, the England manager. Yet it
is also a wise move by Pellegrini, who
will use Lampard’s experience to galva-
nise his squad. It may prove galling for
fellow English midfielders such as
James Milner and Scott Sinclair that
the veteran arguably could get more
opportunities than they will.

today new york, tomorrow
the world
Tireless work has gone on behind the
scenes to ensure that when New York
City FC begin playing in the MLS next
season, everyone in New York will
know about it. Huge billboards in
Times Square have proudly displayed
giganticpicturesofLampard and David
Villa, the Spain forward. With further
clubs in Melbourne and Tokyo, the City
Football Group, as they are now
known, are pushing hard to ensure that
their global reach outstrips their rivals.

new arrivals on the scene
Ferran Soriano, the chief executive, has
already said that there will be only one
more arrival and that is expected to be
Eliaquim Mangala, the Porto and
France defender, whose protracted
£32million move should be concluded
before the start of the season.

Steve Brenner reports
on how the Premier
League champions have
flown under the radar
and blooded youngsters

end their pre-season tour of the United States with a 3-1 win. United, though, still need a proven striker to provide healthy competition for Rooney and Van Persie
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for United and fellow travellers

Jovetic could have
a bigger impact in
his second season

Sterling was Liverpool’s
top performer on tour



Rodgers swift
to take aim
at Van Gaal
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P A N I C S T A T I O N S
R O E R H N I

M O O N N A U S E A T I N G
L E T S R H

R E D S T A R T E V E N S O
G U E T P

C O L P O R T E U R R O A D
M E U E O C

G E N E S T E P F A T H E R
N R Y E H

B A N G U P E N R I C H E D
R E B E A A

W A G O N T R A I N B A T H
R U I L C O E
C A P I T A L L E T T E R

1 Irritating party turning out craft
for river (5)

4 Performer still around to entertain
City University (9)

9 Typical reforms dogging European
Union oil producers (9)

10 Mob advancing rapidly at first in
ferry port (5)

11 Happily placed, surrounded by own
gold, for example (2,4,7)

14 Very exaggerated-sounding wear
for ballerina (4)

15 One covers up bird mess scattered
round most of meadow (10)

18 Thick-skinned type with money
vexed about retiring (10)

19 Speak at length? Not on drug
injection (4)

21 Hamlet would not participate in
such general gossip? (4,2,3,4)

24 A small number sheltering in
Hawaii’s capital (5

25 Gardener to Sam or Tony fencing
in run (9)

27 Exaggerate distress, say, finding
garden in this state? (9)

28 Travel on horseback across key
elevation (5)

1 Devastate Troy and perish? It
happened long ago (10)

2 In part it’s a convenient container
for yolk (3)

3 One who cries out, being
commonly cowardly? (6)

4 Swear-word? The writer’s left in old
favourite for a start (9)

5 Select friar lacking vehicle and
money initially (5)

6 New team leader made run
somehow: it’s not imagined (8)

7 A drink a day, up to the time of a
party (11)

8 Footslog bringing soldiers into
outskirts of Tobruk (4)

12 Leave far behind? Not in aloofness
(11)

13 Plant producing female clothing
worn by male actor? (6-4)

16 Cut across peak astride horse or
cow (9)

17 At sea level, perhaps, regularly play
amid Hereford’s noise? (3-5)

20 Senior cleric unceasingly dis-
playing polish (6)

22 Best available tonic? (5)
23 Go away, missing end of sporting

expedition (4)
26 Emitter of light sometimes

associated with Zeppelin (3)
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Full stretch: James Anderson was the centre of attention as England prepared for the fourth Test against India. Page 58

Brendan Rodgers, the Liverpool
manager, has warned Louis van Gaal
that he will find it difficult to adapt to
the competitive nature of the Barclays
Premier League and faces a serious
battle to win the title in his first season
at Manchester United.
Rodgers suffered defeat at the hands

of the new United manager’s side on
Monday, Wayne Rooney inspiring
United to a 3-1 victory in the final of the
Guinness International Champions
Cup.
However, Rodgers steadfastly

believes that, despite Van Gaal’s
experience at clubs such as Barcelona
and BayernMunich, as well as spells in
charge ofHolland, nothingwill prepare
him for the unpredictability, pace and
power of the domestic game in
England.
Rodgers’s comments are sure to be

perceived as the first psychological
blow from Anfield in their bid to
unsettle United this season.
“I thinkwhathe’ll find is thecompeti-

tion in this league will be different to
any other league that he’s worked in,”
Rodgers said. “In a lot of the other lea-
gues, there are one or two teams and
those are the teams that are expected to
win.
“This is a league where the top team

plays thebottomteamandonanygiven

day you can lose. Youdon’t get that a lot
in the other leagues. I think that the
competition will probably take him by
surprise, and that’s from foreign
managers I have spoken to over the
years.
“I’ve worked closely with foreign

playerswhohave come in, and that real
physical competitive nature will be
different to anywhere else he’s worked
before.”
VanGaalwill point to the fact that he

won trophies in Spain and Germany
during his first seasons, but Rodgers
believes that,withArsenal,Manchester
City and Chelsea all strengthening
considerably this summer, the battle at
the top will be as fierce as ever.
“It’s going to be really competitive,”

he said. “Last seasonwasgreatandright
the way through there were four or five
teams right up there, and then in the
closingmonths it narroweddownawee
bit.
“The Premier League historically

shows that it’s a very competitive
league.ManchesterUnitedwill want to
Continued on page 62
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