
resenting Iraqi Kurdistan, said that
Britain could play a leading role in re-
storing stability to the once-prosperous
north of Iraq, which was thrown into
turmoil by the advance across swathes
of territory by Islamist fighters two
months ago.
“Britain shouldn’t be shy about using

itsweight,”MsRahman, thehighrepre-
sentative to London of the Kurdistan
regional government, said.
Jack Straw, who was foreign secre-

tary during the Iraqwar, applauded the
decision to send the warplanes but
urged the government to look at what
more could be done, short of sending
ground forces.
Mr Straw said that the need to recall

parliament to debate Iraq was growing
— a belief held by a number of senior
figures from all three main political
parties.
SirMenziesCampbell, the formerLib

Dem leader, Ann Clywd, the Labour
Iraq envoy for Tony Blair, and Andrew
Robathan, a former Tory defence min-
ister, all called for MPs to return.
Two Tory MPs, Nick de Bois and

David Burrowes, wrote to Mr Cameron
on holiday, while the Labour MP Dave
Anderson, co-president of Labour
Continued on page 6, col 1
Leading article, page 20

government was terrified of sending
troops to fight the Sunni Islamist mili-
tant group before next year’s election
—adeployment that he regarded as vi-
tal to combat the threat posed by Isis.
“We have politicians who want to

posture, whomake a lot of noise but do
not have any stick,” he said. “It is the
opposite of walk softly and carry a big
stick. These politicians shout loudly
and carry a very, very small stick.”
Bayan Rahman, a senior official rep-

could probably be made without a
Commons vote. “We will look at what
options there are that might enable
that,” she said . “But therehavenotbeen
discussions, substantive discussions
yet. There are certainly no decisions.”
A senior general dismissed Britain’s

response to the crisis so far asmeaning-
less posturing designed to be seen to be
doing something. General Sir Richard
Shirreff, until recently Britain’s top-
ranking officer in Nato, said that the

push forward in recent weeks,
apparently carrying out beheadings
and crucifixions. Reports have also
emerged of the massacre of 500 mem-
bers of the Yazidi religious sect, with
some buried alive. Thousands of starv-
ing members of the sect are trapped on
a mountainside surrounded by mili-
tants after being forced to flee their
homes more than a week ago.
A spokeswoman for Mr Cameron

said that a move to arm the peshmerga

Heavily armed RAF warplanes will fly
over northern Iraq as part of Britain’s
effort to help thousands of starving
refugees trapped by Islamist militants.
Up to eightTornado fighter bombers,

deployed from an RAF base in Cyprus,
will operate ina surveillance role rather
than join the United States in conduct-
ing airstrikes against Islamic State
jihadists.
Defence sources indicated last night,

however, that the mission — code-
named Operation Shader — could
quickly evolve into awider combat role.
David Cameron was under renewed

pressure to recall parliament for a vote
on possible military intervention.
British arming of Kurdish peshmerga
forces who are fighting Islamic State,
also known as Isis, also looked increas-
ingly likely.
France called on the European

Union yesterday to respond to an ap-
peal from the semi-autonomous Kurd-
ish north of Iraq for arms and ammuni-
tion to combat Isis fighters who have
stolen powerfulweapons from the Iraqi
army.TheUSisalreadyprovidingauto-
matic rifles and bullets.
Militants have conducted a brutal

Displaced Iraqis from the Yazidi community gather for aid on the Syria-Iraq border at Fishkabur, northern Iraq. Some 45,000 have crossed the border there in the past week. Thousands more remain stranded

Jets ready for combat

Massacre on holy mountain

F
rom his hiding place on the
Sinjar mountains, Ismail
Alo could hear the volley of
gunshots that rang through
the valley below. But it

wasn’t until a blood-stained and
terrified man came running up into
the dusty plateau a few hours later
that his worst suspicions were

confirmed. There had been a
massacre in Tappa. “We saved
ourselves, but the other group
stayed,” said Ismail. “When we saw
Isis fighters coming, we ran up into
the mountain.”
Below him, 150 men, women and

children ranging in age from the
newborn to the elderly were herded
into lines for their final stand in the
searing sun. Their executioners,
bearded and black-clad men who
waved flags bearing the seal of the
Prophet Muhammad, killed in an
industrial fashion, spraying bullets

into the crowd with the nonchalance
of those who believe that murder is
blessed by Allah. Only one man
from this group escaped. He had
fallen under bodies dropping around
him, the corpses of his friends and
relatives shielding him from the
bullets. For two hours he waited
underneath the grim canopy until
he was sure that the killers had
gone. Then he ran up the mountain
to join the thousands of other
Yazidis waiting out a slow death by
thirst and starvation. He filled in the
Continued on page 6, col 5

Deborah Haynes Defence Editor
Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

6RAF Tornados to fly surveillance missions 6Britain expected to arm Kurdish troops
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Theworld is not as badas it seemsTh
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Minister quits over ‘meagre’
£28,000 housing allowance
Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

AseniorToryMPresigned as aForeign
Office minister yesterday and an-
nounced that he will stand down as an
MP next year after declaring that his
expenses were insufficient.
Mark Simmonds quit as Africa

minister after declaring that a tax-
payer-funded accommodation allow-
ance of £27,875, or £2,322 a month, was
not enough to rent a London property
suitable for his wife and three children.
After extensive investigation, he said,

the amount did not come “anywhere
near” the cost of renting a flat near
Westminster, adding that he did not
want “the lifestyle” of travelling to and
from a more affordable place in the
“outer reaches of London”.
Yesterday, the Zoopla property web-

site found 116 rental properties with
four or more bedrooms within five
miles of Westminster that came within
his budget.
Mr Simmonds currently stays in

hotels, with his main home in his Lin-
colnshire constituency. He said that he
did not return much at weekends and,
as a result, he “very rarely” saw his
children, promptinghimto standdown.
The £27,875 accommodation ex-

penses available to Mr Simmonds are
on top of his combined MP and minis-
terial salaryof£89,435and thesalaryhe
paid his wife, Lizbeth, to be his office
manager in 2012-13 of between£20,000
and £24,999.
He said: “The allowances that enable

Members of Parliament to stay in

London while they are away from their
families . . . do not allowme to rent a flat
which can accommodate my family, so
I very rarely seemy family and Ihave to
put family life first.”
Mr Simmonds told the prime

minister in last month’s reshuffle that
hewould not fight his Lincolnshire seat
of Boston and Skegness, and was
promptly told that he would have to
stand down as a minister.
However, thepair strucka secret deal

allowingMr Simmonds to stay on for a
an extra month to chair a UN Security
Council event on the Democratic
Republic of Congo, which took place

last week. TheMP informed his consti-
tuency association of his impending
departure at the weekend.
The departure comes at a difficult

time for David Cameron, as his new
foreign secretary, Philip Hammond,
faces the toughest series of foreign
policy challenges of the parliament,
and only days after the resignation of
Baroness Warsi, another foreign office
minister, over Gaza.
A No 10 spokeswoman denied there

was a lack of experience in the Foreign
Office and insisted that Mr Cameron
was “very confident” in the Foreign
Office team, with James Duddridge

replacing Mr Simmonds. She said Mr
Duddridge, who served on the inter-
national development select commit-
tee from2006 to 2008, “had experience
of dealing with international issues”.
The news of Mr Simmonds’s depar-

ture is a blow for Conservatives in Bos-
ton and Skegness. The seat has a 12,426
Tory majority but will see a significant
challenge from Ukip, which received
51 per cent of the vote in the European
elections, the highest in the country.
The Independent Parliamentary

Standards Authority, the parliament-
ary body that administers expenses,
rejected the criticism from Mr Sim-
monds. “We have looked at the rental
market and we think [almost £28,000 a
year] is appropriate”.
The body also pointed out that he did

not actually claim this sum, instead
staying in hotel rooms when required.
John Spellar, Labour’s shadow For-

eign Office minister, said: “The new
foreign secretary has now lost two
ministers in just a few days.
“At a time when the Foreign and

Commonwealth Office should be
focused both on the crisis in Iraq and
the situation in Gaza following the
recent appalling violence there, David
Cameron’s government instead risks
looking increasingly rudderless and
characterised by confusion.”
In other ministerial changes that

followed the resignation of LadyWarsi,
Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth has been
appointed a whip, replacing Lord Bates
who moved to the Home Office last
week.

Have confidence to
overrule Strasbourg,
says UK’s top judge
Richard Ford Home Correspondent

British judges should bemorewilling to
ignore rulings from the European
Court of Human Rights, the country’s
most senior judge has said.
LordNeuberger ofAbbotsbury, pres-

ident of the Supreme Court, admitted
that judges in this country had some-
timesbeen tooready to followdecisions
from the Strasbourg-based court.
In a speech delivered in Australia, he

also said that a degree of judicial
restraint was always appropriate and
judges should not be anxious to
increase their powers, nor over-enthu-
siastic in using those they have.
Lord Neuberger said the Human

Rights Act, introduced by Labour in
2000, was highly unpopular with some
politicians and commentators in
Britain, but insisted that it had led to an
“age of enlightenment”.
In spite of strong defence of human

rights laws, LordNeuberger called for a
more restrained approach and said that
rulings from the Strasbourg court may
not always fit Britain’s legal and consti-
tutional systems because European
lawyers had “misunderstood or mis-
appreciated” Britain’s common law
system.
“UK judges have, I suspect, some-

times been too ready to assume that a
decision, even a single decision of a
sectionof that court, represents the law
according to Strasbourg, and accord-
ingly to follow it,” Lord Neuberger said
in a speech at the Supreme Court of

Victoria in Melbourne. “[The Stras-
bourg court] is a civilian court under
enormous pressure . . . and whose judg-
ments are often initially prepared by
staffers, andwhohaveproducedanum-
ber of inconsistent decisions.”
He added: “I think that we are begin-

ning to see that the traditional common
law approach may not be appropriate,
at least to the extent that we should be
more ready not to follow Strasbourg
chamber decisions.”
Britain was required to take account

of Strasbourg’s rulingsbutnotnecessa-
rily follow them, he said. He quoted
from a 2011 Supreme Court ruling
which noted that British judges “are
not actually bound . . . to follow a deci-
sionof [Strasbourg’s]GrandChamber”.
Lord Neuberger added: “As we get

more confidence with the passage of
time, it is conceivable that we will take
a more robust view.”
He said that in some respects Britain

had much to learn from mainland
Europe but he added that the UK had
just as much to offer.
The introduction of the Human

Rights Act had been a “breath of fresh
air” for lawyers and the judiciary, he
said.
DianeJames,Ukip’s justiceandhome

affairs spokeswoman, said that Lord
Neuberger had “hit the nail on the
head”, and that UK courts should not
show deference to decisions made in
Strasbourg “without the depth of
knowledge and experience found on
the British bench”.

Police denied
greater access
to private
medical data
Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent

Police proposals to gain access tomedi-
cal records without consent have been
rejected by the Department of Health.
Sir Peter Fahy, chief constable of

Greater Manchester police, had called
for greater access in order to establish a
national register of vulnerable people.
However, the Department of Health

dismissed the plans for a register of pri-
vate health information and said that
further access to records could not be
achieved without legislative changes.
It said in a statement: “We are not

currently considering setting up this
kind of register. Any plans to do so
would need careful consideration and
consultation to make sure it was lawful
and that people’s rights and confiden-
tiality were being protected.”
Sir Peter believed that better infor-

mation sharing could take place with-
out legislative changes, through better
co-operation between police and other
agencies. He also called for a voluntary
register which would provide contact
details for relativesor carersof vulnera-
ble people so that police could contact
them in emergency situations.
He told The Guardian that doctors

should be encouraged to share infor-
mation about domestic abuse, even if
the victim did not wish to report it.
He said the public had a “greater ex-

pectation agencies will safeguard the
victim whether or not they wish to
make a complaint and enter the crimi-
nal justice system”.



the times | Tuesday August 12 2014 FGM 3

News

One in four people admits to an affair
Survey reveals a more
relaxed attitude to our
love lives and a new
openness in discussing
it, writes Richard Ford

The British may not be renowned for
their racy love lives but an intimate sur-
vey on sex and relationships out today
reveals that we may be a little more
adventurous than thought.
One in four people has had an affair,

while one in five women and almost
one in three men say they have had
more than ten sexual partners.
All this steamy activity is no

guarantee of satisfaction, however,
as less than half of those who re-
sponded to the survey said they
enjoyed a rewarding sex life and
one in four said they were left
unfulfilled.
The British reserve appears to

have dropped, with more people
increasingly willing to talk about
their sex lives.
A report by Relate, called The

Way We Live Now, details who is
doing what with whom and when.
And despite the apparent increase
in promiscuity, the report says that
there is truth in the old adage that sat-
isfaction is about the quality of the ex-
perience rather than howmany times a
week it occurs. “Sexual satisfaction is
about an individual’s sex drive and
needs, and is about quality and not just
quantity,” the report says.
The survey found that the number of

sexual partners peaks among those in
their mid-30s to mid-40s, with more
than one in five saying they had slept
with 20 partners or more.
One in four people admitted that

they had cheated on a partner, while
one in five said they had considered
cheatingor felt tempted to stray in their
current or past relationships.
Men were more likely to have an

affair than women, yet fidelity in rela-
tionships remained strong, with almost
60 per cent of people saying they had
never had an affair or been tempted.
One out of two people said that they

had had sex in the past month and less
than one in four said they had sex once
a week or more.
Christine Northam, a Relate coun-

sellor, said British attitudes to sex had
changed “gradually” and people were
nowmore comfortable talking about it.
She said that sex remained a key part

of relationships yet for some it could be
a source of anxiety. “I think it is very
important. Some people get confused.
They think it should be lusty, really hot
and full on for ever. It gets you together
in the first place. It is part of the rela-

tionship glue. It does not become less
important and for lots of happy couples
it is central to their relationship.”
Ms Northam said people should not

get a hang up about how many sexual
partners they have had. “If you have
had ten sexual partners that might be
before you had a stable and happy rela-
tionship. I would not get too worried
about the ten figure.
“Marriage and stability really are still

big. We still buy into that and sex is a
large part of that.”
The YouGov online poll of 5,778

people aged 16 andoverwas carried out
between February 25 and March 18 in
England and Wales, with the results
weighted to make them more repre-
sentative of the overall UK population.
It found that almost 60 per cent of

people believed that a good sex life was
very or fairly important in a relation-
ship, but that twice as many men as
women said they were dissatisfied with
their love lives. Almost two out of three
men said a good sex life was fairly or
very important to them comparedwith
only one in two women.
Ms Northam explained why: “Men

are testosteronedriven. It is a biological
thing.” She also suggested that sexual
needs were changing. “Young women
expect to enjoy sex just as much as
young men. There is much more liber-
ation of women in the sexual area,” she
said. “What I am finding is that as
women take on senior roles in compa-
nies, themorehigher the positions they
have in companies, you find that their
sex drive is heightened.”

The report found a divergence of
opinion in two key areas between those
polled and professional counsellors.
Only one in three people thought a

relationship could survive an affair,
comparedwith nine out of ten counsel-
lors.Andwhilevery fewpeople referred
to online pornography as source of
problems, counsellors said the use of
social media often came up as an issue
in relationship breakdowns.
One conclusion is clear, good sex is

beneficial to relationships. Eight out of
ten people whowere satisfied with their
sex lives said that they felt good about
themselves, and the most sexually ful-
filled were more likely to report a good
or very good relationship with their
partner.
Robert Crampton, page 42

Bosses expect
us to put work
before family

A third of people think their bosses
believe themost productive employees
putworkbefore family life, according to
the Relate survey.

And, in the 24/7 world, a fifth be-
lieve their employers want them to
be available around the clock.
The survey suggests that many

people are dissatisfied with aspects of
combining work with their home life,
including the support they receive
from their employers in striking the
right balance.
Sir Cary Cooper, the president of

Relate, said it might seem ideal to be
given the opportunity to work from
home or to have flexible hours to
mange childcare.
However, he asked: “What happens

toour family life, toour couple relation-
ships and to our sexual satisfaction
when we’re checking emails in the
bedroom or conference calling from
the beach on a family holiday?”
High earners are under greater pres-

sure to put work before home life, the
survey suggests. Two fifths of those
with a household income of more than
£70,000 a year felt pressurised to put
work before family.
However, the report said some of

those on lower incomes could bework-
ing extra hours or taking on other part-
time jobs just to make ends meet.
Two fifths of those questioned said

they did not count any colleague or
boss as a close friend, but almost six out
of ten said they had a good relationship
with their boss.
A “worrying” nine per cent of people

said they did not have a close friend
either at work or elsewhere, while
almost one in five said they had rarely
or never felt loved in the two weeks
before the survey was conducted.
6Mum remains the word in family life
despite separation and divorce shaping
the lives of many people, according to
the survey.Althoughone in four people
questioned had experienced the break-
up of their parents’ relationship, in four
fifths of these cases before theywere 18,
most still saw their parents frequently.
While 78 per cent of people said their

relationship with their mother was
good or very good, fathers did not do so
well. Only two thirds said the relation-
ship was good or very good, and 15 per
cent said it was “bad, very bad” or that
they had no contact at all.

Richard Ford Home Correspondent

Clooney’s fiancée to investigate Gaza war crime claims
Nadeem Badshah

Amal Alamuddin, George Clooney’s
fiancée, has been selected to investigate
allegations of war crimes in Gaza for
the United Nations.
The London-based barrister has

been chosen by the UN’s human rights
council to look at claims of violations of
the rules of war in the conflict between
Israel and Palestine.
Lebanese-born Ms Alamuddin, 36,

specialises in international law, human
rights, extradition and criminal law.
She has previously been a legal adviser
to the UN.
MsAlamuddin, whowas educated at

Oxford, will join Doudou Diène, from

Senegal, and William Schabas, from
Canada, to serve as members on the
international commission.
The barrister, who once represented

JulianAssange, theWikiLeaks founder,
has been described as a “passionate
defender of human rights’’.
The UN said in a statement yester-

day: “TheUnitedNationshuman rights
council announced today the appoint-
ment of threemembers to its independ-
ent commission of inquiry to investi-
gate purported violations of inter-
national humanitarian and human
rights laws in the occupied Palestinian
territory, including east Jerusalem, and
particularly in the Gaza strip since the
conflict began on June 13.

“The commission aims to establish
the facts and circumstances of viola-
tions and crimes perpetrated and to
identify those responsible.
“It will also make recommendations,

in particular on accountability meas-
ures, all with a view to avoiding and
ending impunity and ensuring that
those responsible are held accountable,
and onways to protect civilians against
any further assaults.”
Ms Alamuddin was counsel to the

UN-led inquiry into the use of drones
and a legal adviser to Kofi Annan, the
former secretary-general, on the Syria
conflict. She was head of the commis-
sion investigating the assassination in
2005 of Rafic Hariri, the former Leba-

neseprimeminister, andhasalso repre-
sented clients in cases before the Inter-
national Criminal Court, International
Court of Justice and the European
Court of Human Rights.
Her appointment to the UN inquiry

has been met with some opposition.
Hillel Neuer, executive director of UN
Watch, a Geneva-based advocacy
group, questionedwhether theUNwas
“trying to inject some Hollywood pub-
licity into the process” by appointing
Ms Alamuddin.
At least 1,948 Palestinians and 67

Israelis have been killed, according to
UN figures. The fighting has led to calls
to investigate Israel for war crimes.
Gaza talks, pages 24-25

Amal Alamuddin, the London-based
lawyer, has been appointed by the UN

pe

sat-

Brits do not have
to confess their
affairs to
millions, like
Tiger Woods
after cheating
on Elin
Nordegren and

Françoise
Hollande after
going behind
the back of
Valérie
Trierweiler. But it
doesn’t stop
them doing it
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Universities face fiercest battle yet as
fewer pupils gain top A-level grades
Fewer pupils are expected to be
awarded top A-level grades this week,
prompting fierce competition among
universities to recruit the brightest-
students.
A drop in the number of candidates

achieving grades of ABB or higher has
been forecastbyanalysis fromUcas, the
universities admissions service. This is,
in part, due to demographic changes
thatmean there are fewer 18-year-olds,
although experts also point to Michael
Gove’s examination reforms.
The impact on A-level results, which

are published onThursday, is predicted
to be less dramatic than those onGCSE
results, which are released a week later
and have been subject to bigger
changes. This summer’s results for A
and AS levels are the first since Mr
Gove’s decision to scrap exams in Janu-

ary, which enabled candidates to re-sit
in the summer if they did not achieve
the grade they hoped. Figures from
awardingbodies showthat this summer
there has been a drop of almost 3 per
cent in the number of A-level entries
and bigmovements in the popularity of
some A-level subjects.
The entries in English, themost pop-

ular A-level subject, fell by more than
5per cent. Thismayhave beenaknock-
on effect from the controversy in
gradingGCSEEnglishexamstwoyears
ago, when the present cohort of A-level
students were choosing their subjects
for sixth form. Maths, the next most
popular choice, slipped by only 0.7 per
cent,whileentries in furthermaths rose
by just over 2 per cent, but volumes re-
mained relatively low, owing to its rep-
utation as the toughest A-level subject.
Professor Alan Smithers, of the Uni-

versity of Buckingham’s centre for edu-

cation, said the removal of January ex-
ams should push results downwards,
but this would be counter-balanced by
a shift towards entries in subjects in
which more A and A* grades were
awarded. A third trend, he said, was a
switch among some high-achieving
schools towards alternative exams such
as the Pre-U and International Bacca-
laureate diploma.
Professor Smithers said: “The reason

for people feeling that results may go
down a bit, and I suspect if they change
at all it will be downwards, is that they
have fallen for the past two years. This

is since Ofqual has started to squeeze
out inflation by predicting outcomes
from prior attainment of the cohort.”
Any drop in the proportion of A and

A*s, which last year accounted for
26.3per cent of all grades awarded, was
likely to be slight owing to the exam
regulator’s approachofdemanding that
awarding bodies justify variations from
predicted scores, he said.
Nicky Morgan, who replaced Mr

Gove at education last month, ap-
peared to be preparing the ground for a
fall in headline exam results yesterday
as she criticised “everhigher grades and
pass rates” under Labour. “But what
really matters isn’t that numbers rise,
but that standards rise,” she wrote in
TheDailyTelegraph. “Wehope that few-
er young people will have taken exams
before they’re ready and that more will
have studied the difficult, demanding
subjects which employers value most.”

Greg Hurst Education Editor

Gibraltar’s illicit trading
Organised crime gangs may be
involved in turning Gibraltar into
a haven for tobacco smuggling.
The European Anti-Fraud Office
has contacted the government
after a complaint from Spain
about the flow of illicit tobacco
over its border recently. An
official said every resident in
Gibraltar would have to smoke
nine packs each day to justify the
amount flowing into the territory.

Christie treasure sale
A purse of gold coins, a 19th-
century diamond brooch and a
diamond engagement ring found
in a strongbox inside a trunk that
once belonged to Agatha
Christie’s mother will be sold by
Bonhams, in London. Jennifer
Grant, a Christie fan, bought the
case in 2006, but did not have the
box opened until 2010. She said
she had “stumbled upon my very
own mystery”.

Crash car was unsafe
Two sisters died after the Ford
Focus in which they were
travelling crashed into a ditch.
Tamzin, 10, and Jessica Portor, 7,
from Lincolnshire, were with their
father’s partner, Marie Easter, 44.
An inquest in King’s Lynn,
Norfolk, heard the car had a slow
puncture and low tyre treads.
Easter had admitted causing death
by careless driving and been given
a suspended 15-month jail term.

Thrones actor dies
JJ Murphy, the Belfast actor, has
died days after he started filming
Game of Thrones. The 86-year-
old was to play Ser Denys
Mallister in the fantasy series. He
trained with Ulster Group
Theatre and worked for many
years at the Lyric Theatre,
Belfast, where he mentored
aspiring actors including Liam
Neeson. His film credits include
Cal and Angela’s Ashes.
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Glorious Twelfth Ollie Kelly walks his red setters on the moors of the Glenalmond Estate, Perthshire, yesterday before the start of the grouse-shooting season today

Undergraduates show a higher degree of satisfaction
Greg Hurst

More undergraduates declared them-
selves content with their experience at
university this year after heavy-invest-
ments to please a more demanding
generation of students.
Overall, 86 per cent of final-year

students said they were satisfied with
their university, up one percentage
point on last year, and a record high.
Vice-chancellors said the results

reflected hard work by universities to

listen to their students and improve
their experience.
Although the national student sur-

vey is extensive — it questioned
321,000 third-year undergraduates —
all eyes will be on next year’s figures,
which will be the first to reflect the
views of the “class of 2012”, who have
incurred fees of up to £9,000 a year.
Many of the investments in campus

facilities and teaching provision made
by universities have been aimed at this
group of students and thosewho follow

them, who are expected to have higher
expectations.
While the headline figure for overall

student satisfaction rose, the Achilles’
heel of British universities remained
the feedback and assessment they pro-
vide for students. Only 72 per cent of
undergraduates were happy with this,
no improvement on last year’s figure.
The universities of Bath, St Andrews

andKeele shared top place for themost
satisfied students, all achieving 93 per
cent. Two private universities shared

second place: the University of Buck-
ingham and University of Law had a
score of 92 per cent satisfaction , as did
the universities of Exeter and East
Anglia. Cambridge and Oxford were
one point behind them, with Durham,
Glasgow, Newcastle, Kent, Surrey,
Essex and Coventry.
Nicola Dandridge, the chief execu-

tive ofUniversitiesUK, said: “This level
of satisfaction would be the envy of
many other sectors. However, univer-
sities are not complacent.”

JONATHAN MITCHELL / ATLAS PHOTO ARCHIVE
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Police split over
water cannon to
control rioters
The use of water cannon by police
could inflame rioters, cause serious in-
juries and is opposed by a significant
number of chief constables, according
to documents obtained by The Times.
The papers, acquired under freedom

of information rights, outline a two-
year debate over the acquisition of
water cannon, with the head of Scot-
land Yard an advocate and the home
secretary reluctant to sanction it.
The Metropolitan police tried to

force the Home Office’s hand when it
bought three second-hand vehicles
from the German federal police. The
papers show that theMet hopes to have
them ready for use by October.
Theresa May, the home secretary, is

yet to approve their use and wanted
more information about how water
cannon might be deployed even as the
Met signed the deal with the Germans.
Her apparent reservations are

sharedbyanumberof police chiefs, one
ofwhomreacted angrily to the publica-
tion of a paper this year suggesting that
police leaders unanimously backed
water cannon as a “national asset” to
cope with austerity protests.
Jacqui Cheer, the chief constable of

Cleveland police, emailed the leader of
the water cannon project: “The posi-

tion as laid out in these papers does not
accurately reflect the debate at chief
constables’ council where there were
chief constables who stated they did
not want and would not deploy water
cannon.”
She said she understoodwhy Sir Ber-

nard Hogan-Howe, the Met Commis-
sioner, wantedwater cannon “but a sig-
nificantnumberofus agreedwith those
who spoke out against a national com-
mitment to fund and train”.
A training manual prepared by the

College of Policing states that “the
physical presence may inflame a situa-
tion and the decision to move water
cannon forward into view must rest
with commanders at the time”.
The manual also sets out potential

injuries caused by water cannon,
including direct injury from water jet,
falling when trying to get away from
cannon, being pushed on to hard
objects or glass by the force of the jets,
and being knocked off walls. .
Minutes of a meeting of the water

cannon project board in March last
year stated that the Met has “no
appetite to let another summer pass
without water cannon being available”.
The Police Service of Northern

Ireland has six water cannon which
have been routinely used to deal with
riots in Belfast.

Sean O’Neill Crime Editor

Met chief interrupts broadcast
to arrest suspected thieves

TheMetropolitanPolice commissioner
broke off a radio interview yesterday to
give chase to a group of suspected
thieves and make an arrest.
SirBernardHogan-Howewas speak-

ing with the BBC in Tottenham, north
London, when a minicab driver yelled
out that his passengers had refused to
pay the fare, adding that one had taken
£20 fromhis dashboard before running
away.
Four men were seen jumping from

the minicab and two were arrested.
Sir Bernard got into the minicab to

give chase before switching to a police
car and arresting one of the suspects in
a nearby road. ScotlandYard said that a
19-year-old man had been arrested on
suspicion of theft and making off with-
out payment.
Another officer, who had been with

Sir Bernard, arrested a 17-year-old
youth inside a railway station on suspi-
cion of theft, handling stolen goods and
making off without payment.
Sir Bernard had been recording an

interviewwith EddieNestor, a present-
er fromDrivetimeonBBCLondon94.9,
when the incident occurred. In the re-
cording he could be heard asking the
driver if he knows where the suspect is,
adding: “I’m going to go with you.”
Thedriver,whogavehisnameasMo-

hammed, told theBBC: “When I see the
police, I ask the police ‘Please can you
stop the guys?’.” He said he was not
aware who Sir Bernard was, but de-
scribed him as “very good, very kind”.
The Met said in a statement: “Sir

Bernard has [now] made an arrest in
every rank he has held since becoming
an officer in 1979.”
The suspects were being held last

night inpolicestations innorthLondon.

Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent

Mind the gap A mother races to rescue her child from the tracks at Goodge Street Tube station, central London, after a gust of wind caught her buggy and blew it on to the line seconds before a train was due

BRITISH TRANSPORT POLICE / PA
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General accuses No 10 of
meaningless posturing
A senior general last night dismissed
Britain’s response to the crisis in Iraq as
meaningless posturing designed to be
seen to be doing something rather than
have a serious effect.
General Sir Richard Shirreff, who as

recently as March was Britain’s most
senior officer inNato, said that the gov-
ernmentwas terrified of sending troops
to fight jihadists before next year’s
election — a move that he regarded as
vital to combat the threat posed by Isis
(also known as the Islamic State).
“We have politicians who want to

posture, whomake a lot of noise but do
not have any stick,” he said. “What we
have got is this commitment-phobic
government that is terrified of being
seen to be putting boots on the ground
ata timewhen theyare trying toextract
from everything at the same time as
wanting to be seen to be doing some-
thing. The two just don’t square.”
Britain is preparing to send up to

eight Tornado fast jets, with mounted
cameras and scanning radars, to fly
over Iraq in a surveillance role.
General Shirreff, who retired from

the army last week, said that throwing
pallets of supplies out of the back of a
Hercules transport plane was not the
best way to protect hundreds of thou-
sandsofdisplacedpeople fromIsismili-
tants. Aid drops were only fully effec-
tive when there were soldiers on the
ground to guide the supplies in, he said.
Underlining this point, the second of

two British aid drops on Mount Sinjar
had to be aborted on Sunday night
because desperate families flooded the
drop zone and the aircrew was worried
that one of the packages, deployed by
parachute, might land on someone.
“If you are going to do anything, if

you are serious about avoiding a hu-
manitarian disaster, you have got to do
it properly,” General Shirreff said.

Britain fulfilled such a role in 1991
when it sent a brigade of troops, pro-
tected by fighter jets, as part of an inter-
national effort toprotect Iraq’sKurds in
the north of the country from Saddam
Hussein.
The same kind of action was needed

this time, possibly involving Nato,
General Shirreff said. Britain should
play an important role in rallying the

alliance, though itwasunlikely that this
would happen. “Britain is very reluc-
tant, I think, to step forward and take a
lead in Nato,” he said. “This govern-
ment is terrified of any form of inter-
vention involving boots on the ground
before an election next year.”
General Shirreff said that failure by

Britain to take part in military action
alongside the United States was a
mistake.
“The longer we sit on our hands and

prevaricate themore dangerous the sit-
uation is going to become,” he said.
“These things don’t go away. We have
got a situation.There isnoway round it.
You have just got to go through it and
resolve it.”
Hesaid that aproperestimatewas re-

quired about the size of military force
Britain and its allies should deploy on
the ground in the support of Kurdish
security personnel.
“You may need a division size force.

Thekey thinghere is todoaproper esti-
mate,”General Shirreff said. “Economy
of force is futility of force. We saw that
in Iraq. We have seen it in Afghanistan
and we are probably going to see it
again here.”
Further increasing the pressure on

the government, a former head of the
army said that British and other allied
troops might need to be sent back to
Iraq to help to target US airstrikes
against the extremist militants.
General LordDannatt said that Brit-

ain, which played a leading role in the
2003 Iraq war, shared “some culpabili-
ty” for the breakdown in Iraqi society
and more help should be considered.
“The Peshmerga [Kurdish forces] are

willing to stand. They need to be sup-
ported with some military hardware,
with equipment, possible some training
— probably out of the country,” he told
BBC Radio 4’s Today programme.
“But also the airstrikes need to be

steppedup and theyneed to bewell tar-
geted. It may need people on the
ground to make sure the airstrikes are
accurate and therefore effective.”
While re-engaging militarily in Iraq

could be politically explosive and pub-
liclyunpopular, itmight still be the right
thing to do “in extreme circumstances”,
General Dannatt said.
“We have got to look carefully just to

ensure that there isn’t a genocide about
to be perpetratedwhichweknowabout
and while we are watching.
“If we watch and do nothing and

wring our hands later and say, once
again, ‘Oof, we shouldn’t have let that
happen’, then I thinkwehaveall let our-
selves down.”

Deborah Haynes Defence Editor

PM leaves Hammond to ‘mind the shop’
Sam Coates
Deputy Political Editor

Civil servants have been left to
chair key meetings about the Iraq
crisis as David Cameron and
Nick Clegg resist attempts to
curtail their foreign holidays.
Downing Street insisted

that Mr Cameron had no
plans to return early from
his holiday, despite the de-
parture of two ministers
and escalating crises in
Iraq, Gaza and Russia.
The prime minister will

be back from the coastal town
of Cascais in Portugal tomor-
rownight, returning towork on
Thursday. Ministers appear
determined to resist a recall of
parliament at the moment.
Philip Hammond, the re-

cently appointed foreign secretary, is
themost senior figure who remains be-
hind inWhitehall, according tosources.
He would be asked to make decisions
onwhether to shootdownaplane, if the

situtation arose.
In a break with custom from

the Labour years, Mr Ham-
mond’s role as the most senior
figure is not publicly announced

by No 10. John Prescott and
Harriet Harman used to
draw up public schedules
when they were “mind-
ing the shop” for Tony
Blair and Gordon Brown
respectively.
WilliamHague, who is

the first secretary of state

aswell as being leader of theCommons,
is not on holiday. Despite being in
chargeat theForeignOffice for thepast
four years he has not attended the
recent Iraq meetings.
In an unusual move yesterday, No 10

revealed that the Cobra committee,
which co-ordinates cross-Whitehall
responses to emergencies, was chaired
on Sunday by a civil servant. Normally
a minister would take the lead.
Theprimeminister is given a readout

after Cobra meetings. He did speak to
President Obama, who is also on holi-
day, at the weekend.
Nick Clegg is visiting his family in

Spain, and Ed Miliband, the Labour
leader, is on holiday in the French
countryside.
A recent survey found that two thirds

of MPs were likely to go on holiday
abroad, making a recall of parliament
more difficult.

RAF’s mission may evolve from surveillance to attack
Continued from page 1
friends of Iraq, also sent a note. How-
ever, none of the three party leaders
support the return. Labour, likely to be
pivotal in any decision, said all options
were open.
The Tornado GR4 jets, which last

conducted missions over the north of
Iraq in 2003, will be fitted with video
cameras to provide a clearer picture for
RAF cargo planes that have struggled
to drop aid on Mount Sinjar.
Despite making the 700-mile flight

from Cyprus, the second of two aid
drops was aborted on Sunday night
because Yazidi families desperate for

help crowded on to a drop zone, creat-
ing fears that a pallet, dropped by para-
chute, might have killed someone.
The fighter jets, whichwill fly in pairs

on missions lasting two to four hours,
are expected to start operating by the
endof theweek. Theywill be supported
by an air-to-air refuelling plane.
Aminister from theKurdish regional

government has said that the Yazidis
stuck on the mountain range are those
who are too weak to walk to safety on
their own— a journey made by tens of
thousands of fellow evacuees — and
that they need rescuing rather than
food drops. In Iraq, tension was grow-

ing after the president named Haider
al-Abadi as anewprimeminister to end
the eight-year rule ofNouri al-Maliki, a
Shia Muslim blamed for sowing much
of the sectarian hatred that is threaten-
ing to tear the country apart. Mr al-
Maliki, however, refused to step down
afterdeployingShiamilitias and special
forces on the streets of Baghdad.
Philip Hammond, the foreign secre-

tary, welcomed the nomination of Mr
al-Abadi and said it was vital for Iraq to
form an inclusive government that
would be able to secure the support of
the majority Shia and minority Sunni
population as well as other sects.

Two-seat, attack and
reconnaissance jet.
Can fly at low level,
day or night and in
poor weather

Engines Two
Rolls-Royce RB199
Mk103 turbofans
Max speed 1.3Mach
Max altitude 50,000ft
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guided bombs, and/or
missiles and Mauser

27mm cannon
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minute
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Data amplifier

Digital recorder power supply
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Air conditioner
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RAPTOR
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Yazidi tells
Continued from page 1
terrible details of the story for the
people who had heard the gunshots
and feared the worst. Those who had
stayed in Tappa had done so out of a
faith in humanity, coupled with a
pure exhaustion that stopped them
from running any further. They had
done nothing wrong, they reasoned,
and so had nothing to fear. They
were reassured further when
fighters from Isis came to them
with a local man acting as translator.
“All will be OK,” the man told them.
“No one is going to kill you.”
When more fighters arrived,

heavily armed and aggressive, and
began lining them up in rows, they
realised that their faith had been
misplaced. The translator had been
forced to lie to them; they had been
tricked into queueing up for their
own execution.
“Most of the people who stayed

down there were my relatives,” said
Ismail. “Cousins and second cousins.
My father’s cousin lost 36 people
from his family in that massacre.
There used to be forty of them.”
The Yazidi communities in the

loop of Eden-like villages around the
Sinjar mountains were small and
tight-knit. A decade of sectarianism
in Iraq united them against the
encroach of Sunni radicalism. Some

Nick Clegg and David
Cameron are spending
their holiday abroad

Inside today

Cameron must prepare
to respond with force
Leading article, page 20
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‘Iwas sure the Arabs would
kill us when US forces left’
Hannah Lucinda Smith Islamic State) launched an assault on

the Yazidi villages of Mosul, forcing
thousands of terrified people to flee to
the autonomousKurdish region of Iraq
and thousands more to the Sinjar
mountains, where they are stranded.
Mr Khudida’s home town of Sinuni

was virtually emptied of its 50,000 in-
habitants in hours after the Kurdish
Peshmerga’s retreat from the town, and
the unstoppable advance of Isis.
Residents of Sinuni described seeing

huge convoys of Isis fighters moving
towards the town before firing on the
population. Up to 100 people are still
hiding in their homes because they
could not flee quickly enough. TheYaz-
idis are now pinning their hopes on US
airstrikeswhich, theyhope,will end the
siege in the Sinjar mountains.
As news of the first airstrikes broke,

Mr Khudida was sheltering in a make-
shift camp in Turkey. He believes he is
one of the lucky ones — he has a pass-
port, so he could come over the border.
All he can do is hope that the govern-

ment that failed to give himasylumwill
act swiftly enough to save his belea-
guered people. “Sometimes, especially
at night, I like to bring back the old
times,” he said. “All thegood times Ihad
with my friends, the Americans.”

TahseenKhudida could not grabmuch
in the panic before he left his home, but
he still had his mobile phone and, on it,
the text message he had received a
month ago. “Please be informed that
we have checked your case number,” it
read. “You will be informed once you
are scheduled for interview.”
It was the first sign that the United

States might be willing to consider his
asylum case, eight years after he first
submitted his application. From 2003
to2006,MrKhudidawasan interpreter
with the US army in Mosul province.
He loved his job, but after US forces
pulled out of Iraq in 2011 he felt a creep-
ing sense of insecurity.
He knew that as a Kurd and, more

pressingly, aYazidi, the signs of increas-
ing radicalisation among Iraq’s Sunni
communities boded ill. “I didn’t think it
was good when theUS forces left Iraq,”
he said. “Iwaspretty sure that theArabs
would come and kill us.”
Mr Khudida hoped he would be re-

warded for his work with the right to
live in the country he had served. In the
end, his interview did not come in time.
Just over a week ago, his worst fears

were realised. Isis (also known as the

Refugees from the
Yazidi minority
group begin their
journey toward the
Syrian border, left.
Women seek aid
from a member of
the Kurdish army,
right, and the
Kurdish Red
Crescent, below

RODI SAID / REUTERS; AHMAD AL-RUBAYE / AFP / GETTY

of the massacre on holy mountain

chose to leave Iraq after US forces
pulled out in 2011. Thousands stayed,
however, reluctant to leave the
mountains that are studded with
Yazidi shrines. Now the holy
mountains of Sinjar will forever be
known for this genocide. Their dusty

slopes are strewn with unburied
Yazidis dead from hunger and thirst.
Shrines are now houses of death.
Ismail left his 80-year-old mother

to her fate at the Amadin Shrine on
the mountaintop. Hopeless and
exhausted, she couldn’t walk any

further. He does not know whether
she and the two elderly women with
her are alive. He had remained stoic
as he recounted the details of the
Tappa massacre, but Ismail’s eyes
filled up as he described their final
goodbye. “We kissed each other, and
I told her that maybe this will be the
last time we see each other,” he said.
“And then she told me to be safe,
and that God would be with us.”
After seven days on the mountain

Ismail and the remnants of his
family escaped down the western
edge of the plateau, walking with
thousands of others on the sole safe

path. That route led across the
border into Syria: the country from
which so many millions have fled
was Ismail’s sanctuary. “We felt very
happy when we crossed the border,”
he said. “Even though it is a war
zone, we had reached safety.”
Last night, after a 15-hour journey

through two war zones, Ismail and
his family finally arrived in Zakho, a
bleak town of squat concrete houses
next to the border with Turkey.
More than a thousand Yazidis

have made it here, but without the
passports allowing them to leave
Iraq they are stuck. Ismail and his
family are sheltering in a half-built
apartment block. “This is the last
place in Iraq we feel safe,” he said.
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Displaced Yazidis use Fishkabur bridge to cross the Tigris river into Syria after being trapped on a mountainside. Last
summer tens of thousands of Syrians used the same bridge to travel in the opposite direction as they fled the civil war

Step down or lose
international aid,
US warns Al-Maliki
Catherine Philp Beirut

The United States warned Nouri al-
Maliki against using force to cling to
power after a Shia rival was appointed
to succeed him as prime minister.
President Massoum, an ethnic Kurd,

announced the appointment of Haider
al-Abadi after the largest coalition of
Shia political parties nominated him to
form a government.
Pressure has been mounting on Mr

al-Maliki to step down since fighters
from the Islamic State, also known as
Isis, capturedMosul, Iraq’s second larg-
est city, nearly three months ago and
began their lightning sweep through
northern Iraq.
His divisive sectarian policies have

been widely seen as responsible for
alienating Iraq’s Sunni minority and
creating the conditions for the jihadist
takeover.
Mr al-Maliki, however, has shownno

inclination to standdown, insisting that
he remains the country’s rightful leader
after April’s election in which his bloc
won the largest number of seats.
On Sunday night he made a fiery

televised speech threatening legal
action against Mr Massoum for failing
to appoint him prime minister by that
evening’s deadline.
Special forces andmilitias loyal toMr

al-Maliki were deployed on the streets
of Baghdad, sealing off theGreenZone,
the capital’s centre of government.
The move was widely seen as a show

of force intended to intimidateMrMas-
soum and other rival politicians, but it
also raised fears that Mr al-Maliki
might attempt a coup to stay in power.
In unusually pointed language, John

Kerry, the US secretary of state, cau-
tionedMral-Maliki against using force,
warning that international aid would
be halted if he tried to cling to power.
“The government formation process

is critical in termsof sustaining stability
and calm in Iraq and our hope is that
MrMaliki will not stir thosewaters,” he
said. “One thingall Iraqisneed toknow:

therewill be little international support
of any kind whatsoever for anything
that deviates from the legitimate con-
stitution process that is in place and
being worked on now.”
Such international support includes

the kind of military aid that the Iraqi
government has been given to push
back the advance of Sunni militants.
Washington has said it will not

launch airstrikes on Baghdad’s behalf
until a new, more inclusive, govern-
ment is in place. It regards the airstrikes
it is undertaking in northern Iraq as an
exceptional measure on behalf of the
Kurds and to prevent the massacre of
beleaguered Christian and Yazidi
minorities as well as to protect Amer-
ican personnel.
Mr al-Maliki’s son-in-law, Hussein

al-Maliki, called Mr Abadi’s nomina-
tion as primeminister illegal and said it
would be challenged in the courts. “We
will not stay silent,” he said.
Mr Abadi is formerly a loyalist of Mr

al-Maliki and a member of the Dawa
party. He was nominated by the
National Alliance, a large coalition of
Shia parties of which Mr al-Maliki’s
State of Law bloc is a member.
Mr al-Maliki insists that the State of

Law alone should decide the nomina-
tion but the choice of a successor from
his own party exposes how much
support he has lost over the course of
the three-month Islamic State offen-
sive.
State television showed footage of

Mr Massoum shaking hands with Mr
Abadi and telling him: “I hope you will
be successful in forming a broader-
based government.”
MrAbadi, who spent decades in exile

in Britain during the rule of Saddam
Hussein, called on Iraqis to unite
against the Islamic State’s “barbaric”
campaign.
“We all have to co-operate to stand

against this terrorist campaign
launched on Iraq,” he said.
Shape up, America, page 18
Leading article, page 20

Elderly Kurds re-enlist to take
up arms against new enemy
Sara Elizabeth Williams Khabat

By a dusty lay-by just a few miles from
jihadist fighters, a group of elderly
Kurds were drinking tea, smoking ciga-
rettes and tightening bandoliers of bul-
lets under their generous paunches.
“If we get orders, you’ll have to

excuse me,” one of them said. “Wemay
be called on to fight at any moment.”
They are the September peshmerga,

Kurdswho revolted against Baghdad in
September 1961underMustafaBarzani,
a Kurdish nationalist leader, and are
today defending their homeland
against Isis fighters under his son,
President Masoud Barzani.
As Iraq’s battle against the Islamic

State, also known as Isis, continues to
escalate, the September peshmerga
have come out of retirement — some-
times literally. Yesterday morning, a
steady stream of elderly men re-enlist-
ed with freshly polished AK47s. They
have come fromaround the region, and
are being sent to join up with existing
volunteer units, but they will also fight
alongside the professional army.
“They are loyal and motivated, and

they have stamina. They are ready to

survive with no tea, no water, no sleep.
They’ve done it all before,” said Fazil
Rawoof, 55, a former politician who
commands Branch 21 brigade. “These
guys are experts.”
Mr Rawoof and his 350 volunteer

fighters are stillwaiting for their chance
to fight. They have been on standby for
four days in the town of Khabat, 15
miles west of Arbil and about fivemiles
from the front line with Isis.
The group has commandeered a

stretch of road that includes a small
mosque, a petrol station and a car park
where the oldermen sit cross-legged in
the shadeofpick-up trucks.Theyareon
full alert, but Mr Rawoof admits that
levels of readiness are slightly lower
thanyesterday,whenpeshmerga forces
were in heavy battle nearby.
Branch 21 has fanned out across

Khabat alongside professional pesh-
mergaandmorevolunteers in anticipa-
tion of a counterattack by Isis fighters.
Driving through the town, the ten-

sion was evident; few civilians were in
the streets and just one woman was
dashing hurriedly from a shop. On
every corner, armed men and military
vehicles were at the ready.

AHMAD AL-RUBAYE / AFP / GETTY IMAGES
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Gulls’ day trip
to Blackpool
thrills bird
monitors

Ten sailors injured as dinghies capsize
David Brown, Danielle Sheridan

The remains of hurricane Bertha had a
sting in their tail yesterday as a violent
squall led to the capsize of ten boats
during a world sailing championship
following the wettest day of the year.
About 80 sailing dinghies were hit by

the squall during the first day of racing
in the GP14 world championships on
Strangford Lough in Co Down yester-
day afternoon.
Ten sailors were injured and a large

rescue operation was launched, with
hospitals placed on stand-by to receive
multiple casualties after initial reports
that 100 people were missing.
Winds reached more than 100mph

onCairngormsummit inScotlandafter
millions of stay-at-home holiday-
makers experienced the wettest 24
hours of the year over the weekend.

There was 132.6mm of rain in Fair Isle,
in the Shetlands, between 10amon Sat-
urday and 10am Sunday, almost double
the 70.3mm full-month average for
August. At NormanbyHall, near Scun-
thorpe, in east Yorkshire, there was
50.6mm of rain, just under the average
for the whole of the month.
The squall struck the GP14 fleet as

the competitors were preparing for the
start of the second race of the day after
lunch yesterday afternoon. A practice
race day on Sunday had been cancelled
after at least four of the 14ft dinghies
capsized and two suffered broken rud-
ders in the storm conditions.
A spokesman for the coastguard said

of yesterday’s event: “Some of the boats
had capsized, while others were strug-
gling to cope in the strong winds and
squally showers.”
Bernard Roddy, from the Royal

National Lifeboat Institution, said:
“The weather had been good, but then
some rough weather came in and
caused a number of boats to capsize.
These people would have been pre-
pared for that sort of thing.”
One sailor was treated for head inju-

ries and at least sixwere taken to hospi-
tal suffering from hypothermia.
Among the injuredwere two teenage

boys and a woman who had hurt
her arm. It is understood that one
person was in the water for about 20
minutes.
The severe winds continued to

cause damage across the country
yesterday. A yachtsmanwas killed after
he was hit in the head by his boom
with sailing off Gurnard Ledge, in the
Solent, yesterday lunchtime. A
paramedic was lowered on to the yacht
by a rescue helicopter but the sailor,

who was in his forties, was declared
dead.
The Met Office downgraded its

warnings yesterday, but said that there
was little prospect of the return of sum-
mer sunshine until the end of theweek.
The Scottish Environment Protec-

tion Agency issued 41 flood warnings
and seven flood alerts. Moray council
evacuated about 200 homes at risk of
flooding in Elgin, while ScotRail said
that travel was badly disrupted.
The Environment Agency issued ten

flood warnings and 37 flood alerts
across England and Wales.
Charles Powell, a Met Office fore-

caster, said: “For August, it’s relatively
unseasonable in terms of the rain.
We’re going tohave towait until Thurs-
day or Friday before we see something
more settled. It’s a slow, gradual im-
provement through the week.”

Eighty dinghies were hit by a squall

Seagulls are not normally popular at
seaside resorts but one protected breed
is causing excitement for bird experts
by making day trips to Blackpool.
Scientists have fitted the gulls with

sophisticated GPS tracking and have
been watching where they go
The25 lesser black-backedgulls have

been making the 40-mile round trip
down the coast from their home in
Cumbria, according to the data gath-
ered.
In May the experts at the British

Trust for Ornithology (BTO) put the
tags on the gulls, who have been breed-
ing on the South Walney Nature
Reserve, to study how they interacted
with offshore wind farms.
The trust’s findings showed that the

birds tended to favour destinations
such as the popular resort of Blackpool.
Some of the gulls are even more

ambitious, deciding to head for War-
rington in Cheshire — a full 50 miles
from home — all in a day.
Those going offshore have flown to

the Irish Sea, particularly during late
May and early June, when chicks
started hatching, suggesting that they
are seeking fresh food for their young.
The gulls have declined in recent

decades and the important data gath-
ered by the devices is already giving a
valuable insight into their habitats.
The information will be used to

improve conservation of the birds, who
are not always popular with local resi-
dents when they visit urban areas such
as nearby Barrow.
Viola Ross-Smith, of the BTO, said:

“These tags are giving us fascinating
informationon thebehaviour andecol-
ogy of Walney’s lesser black-backed
gulls. As the tags are long-lived we will
soonknowwhere thesebirdsgooutside
the breeding season too, all of which is
vital knowledge when addressing the

conservation and
management needs of
this species.”
Matt Lipton, a reserve

warden, said it had been an
exciting project with
which to be involved, add-
ing: “I am eagerly await-
ing our gulls’ return
next year to find out
what they have been
up to throughout
the winter.”

A ll those ice
creams and fish
and chips must

be taking their toll.
The country’s last
deckchair maker is
building seats an inch
wider to keep up with
expanding waistlines.
Stephen Davies, the

owner of Southsea
Deckchairs in
Portsmouth, began
adding the extra
amount because
people were saying it
was “a bit of a
squeeze”.
“Our standard

models now have to be
an inch wider to
accommodate larger
customers,” he said.
Since 2006 his

business has been
making the regular

deckchair 23in wide,
and a “wide boy” that
for those of a bigger
build. Smaller versions
are available but Mr
Davies, 54, sells
several hundred a year
of the 36in “wide
boys”, which are 1½
times bigger than the
regular ones.
“It used to be we

sold just 25 a year
back in the 1990s,” he
said. “I think it
is a combination
of people being
bigger
than
they were
20 years
ago
and
needing
more
space.”

Inside today

Forecast
Weather, page 17

Hurricane Bertha may
have been downgraded
to a storm before it hit
Britain but it continued
to bring chaos to many
parts yesterday. On the

south coast, waves
crashed over the sea
wall at Southsea in
Hampshire, top, while in
Scotland residents were
forced to leave their

homes as flood waters
rose in Elgin, Moray,
above left. Katy Lomas,
28, and Richard Owen,
34, from Sheffield, were
walking down the aisle

at Wentworth Castle in
Barnsley on Saturday
when rain began to fall.
Their reception was
flooded,above, but they
continued undaunted

Rearranging deckchairs
is an expanding business

MIKE WALKER; S6 PHOTOGRAPHY; HEMEDIA
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clothes designer for his wife’s online
fashion company, N1 Angel, depending
on her handouts, while prosecutors
maintain that the firm is largely a front
— one of numerous businesses used to
hide his illicit fortune.

Mrs Justice Nicola Davies yesterday
dismissed an attempt by Adams to be
freed of all or part of his debt. She

refused to accept that he and his wife
were living on just £200 a week,
together with financial help from their
friends and family.

Although Adams said that he and his
wife were now consigned to living in a
cramped rented flat and that no one
wanted to employ him, the judge said
that he still had a reserve of hidden
funds that he could call on.

The CPS had told that court that the
couple’s average identifiable spending
in the three years from September 2010

How model exposed a sexual predator

Roswell Ivory recognises the fear in the
eyes of the semi-naked women photo-
graphed by Shaun Colclough for some
of London’s biggest model agencies.

As one of Britain’s most successful
alternative models she used her own
harrowing experience to help to expose
a sexual predator who has shocked the
fashion industry.

Miss Ivory, now 26, has been model-
ling for eight years. She has appeared
around the world, specialising in alter-
native and fetish-style clothing and
art-nudes.

In January 2011 she contacted Col-
clough, whose website showed work for
international agencies including
Premier, Oxygen, Select, IMG, Divi-
sion and Leni’s, to update her portfolio.

“Usually I get references from other
models, but because he worked with all
these big agencies I thought he must be
wonderful,” she said.

She arrived at his studio in Hackney
Wick, east London, on a Sunday after-
noon in January 2011 hoping for a series
of artistic nude and fashion pictures.

“He asked me to start by doing a little
fashion show for him, which is not the
norm,” she said. “If you are going to do
nudes you usually shoot those first so
there are no strap marks and there’s not
too much make-up.”

The unusual request was just the
start of Colclough’s erratic demands
and domineering behaviour. “For a
fashion shoot you always wear make-
up and do your hair but he insisted on
no make-up or styling,” she said. “This
was his way of lowering my self-esteem.
He knew I would feel vulnerable doing
‘fashion’ without make-up.

“He very abruptly started asking me
in-depth questions about my sex life,
what sort of things I did. I didn’t answer
and said it was personal. His personali-

ty changed from these very intimate
questions to ‘let’s get on with shooting’.

“He told me he fantasised about the
idea of putting a human baby in a room
with everything they need to survive
but without any human contact and
waiting to see what would happen.

“When he asked me what sort of
character I was, I replied that I like
strong feminine action figures. He
looked me straight in the eyes and said,
‘I don’t see that at all. You are vulner-
able’.

“He walked towards me with the

camera repeatedly saying ‘you are vul-
nerable, you are very vulnerable’ until
he was right up to me.

“I have worked with hundreds of
photographers . . . but I have never had
a feeling of such menace.”

She stayed because she was afraid of
being called unprofessional.

Colclough ordered her to get on to a
make-shift bed on the floor and have a
pillow fight with him as if he were her
boyfriend. “He got on to the bed and
started tostraddleme,” shesaid. “Iman-
aged to wriggle free and grabbed my

suitcase. He gave me a hug, trying to
dominate me again, but I just ran out.”

Ms Ivory put the experience behind
her until early that summer when, dur-
ing a fashion show in Barcelona, she
mentioned what had happened to
another model.

“She just went white,” she said. “She
told me what happened to her and it
was exactly the same, the same sen-
tences, the samepattern [ofbehaviour]”

Ms Ivory used her popular internet
blog to ask if other models “have had a
bad experience in Hackney Wick”

without mentioning Colclough’s name.
“About ten girls contacted me and they
all had very similar experience,” she
said. “They all named Shaun.”

Colclough read the article on her
blog and wrote to Ms Ivory defending
his actions, saying: “I photograph in the
way I do and I create my images
through that, just as other photogra-
phers create their images through the
way they interact with models.”

When Ms Ivory contacted police she
did not know they had already received
a complaint from a 27-year-old part-
time model who had suffered a 7½-
hour ordeal.

The police had investigated Col-
clough and seized his computer but said
it was too risky to prosecute because it
would be his word against hers.

She never modelled again and the
first time she saw the photographs from
session with Colclough was while

giving evidence in court last month.
“They showed my headshot and I just
broke down and sobbed,” she said.

She learnt that days after attacking
her Colclough had sexually assaulted
another model, aged 25.

He was convicted of sexually abusing
both women but cleared of indecently
assaulting Ms Ivory and of indecently
exposing himself to another model.

Only at the end of his trial at Snares-
brook Crown Court was it revealed that
he had been jailed in 2002 for raping an
84-year-old woman in 1996.

Last week Judge Sheelagh Canavan
jailed Colclough, now 40, for seven
years, saying it was clear that he
enjoyed the “humiliation and degrada-
tion of women”. When he is released he
cannot take pictures of women for
another five years unless they know of
his convictions. As Colclough was led
from the dock Ms Ivory shouted after
him: “You look vulnerable to me.”

Terry Adams was
jailed in 2007 for
money laundering

Claims by Terry Adams, the former
gangland boss, that he was penniless
and unable to clear debts to the taxpay-
er of more than £650,000 have been
dismissed by a High Court judge, who
highlighted examples of his luxurious
lifestyle.

Adams, 58, once notorious as the
head of north London’s organised
crime syndicate, had said that he felt
like a “ponce” because he was no longer
bringing in any money and was reliant
on his wife, Ruth, an actress, to be the
sole breadwinner.

Adams owes £651,611 from a confis-
cation order imposed after he was jailed
for seven years in 2007 for money laun-
dering. He described claims by the
Crown Prosecution Service that he and
his wife had an annual expenditure of
£97,000 as “laughable”.

The CPS claimed that he used sham
loans and companies to pay for visits to
the Royal Opera House, meals at top
restaurants including the Ivy in
London, spa memberships at luxurious
hotels, high-cost dental work and other
treatments at private clinics.

Adams claimed to be employed as a

to 2013 was £97,000 a year. In a three-
month period last year, Mrs Adams,
who recently appeared in Fings Ain’t
Wot They Used T’Be at the Theatre
Royal Stratford East, spent £12,044 on
dental treatment and £2,500 on a dieta-
ry programme.

In June 2010, she bought a spa mem-
bership at a north London country club
for £3,850, while the couple also spent
nearly £15,000on flights, hotels, restau-
rants and entertainment from August
2009 to September 2013.

Adams had also claimed to be work-
ing as a jewellery designer for Universal
Imports on £25,000 a year for a period
between 2010 and 2011. Mrs Justice
Davies described his designs as “some-
what crude” and said it was difficult to
accept that he was in legitimate em-
ployment.

Ivan Krolick, for Adams, said that he
could not meet the confiscation order
and added: “He has committed crime
and paid his price to society.”

Mr Krolick added that his client had
become bitter after MI5, the security
service, bugged his former London
home for almost two years, recording
the most intimate moments of his
private life.

Fifty Shades parody flops as
writer brings legal challenge
Jack Malvern Arts Correspondent

Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent
AmusicalparodyofFiftyShadesofGrey
that producers had hoped would be
protected by a change in copyright law
has received a legal challenge after the
legislation was delayed.

The makers of 50 Shades! The Musi-
cal, which had its official opening at the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe last night,
did not clear copyright with E.L. James,
the author of the best-selling erotic
book, thinking that it would be exempt.

Although an exemption for parody
was due to be introduced on July
29, the law was referred to a
committee and will now come
into force on October 1.

Baby Wants Candy, the
Chicago-based company that
created the musical, ran
the show in America
where parodies are
already exempt.
The Times under-

stands that the Edin-
burgh Book Club, the
company created for

the Edinburgh run, has had a letter
from James’s legal representatives
asking if permission had been sought.
Neither the producers nor EL James’s
agent returned calls.

The musical began at the Fringe two
years ago but ended after legal prob-
lems. The producers were inspired to
return by the EU copyright exemp-
tions, which have yet to be approved by
parliament.

Fringe shows often fall foul of copy-
right. The BBC closed a show based on

Desert Island Discs last year.
Charles Ross, who performs
OneMan StarWars andOne

Man Lord of the Rings at
the Fringe, said that he
did not gain permis-
sion but has since
reached an agree-
ment. He said it may
be better to breach
copyright and make

amends later. “It
doesn’t cost a
company any-

thing to say ‘No,
you can’t do that’,

but if it’s successful
they can make
money out of it.”

but if it’s successfulThe musical has had
a letter from E.L.
James’s lawyers

Roswell Ivory, who has been a model for eight years, alerted others to Colclough’s behaviour using her popular blog

Shaun Colclough
was convicted
of sexual abuse

Shaun Colclough was a
photographer who put
his subjects through
harrowing ordeals,
reports David Brown

Crime boss who owes £650,000 still
living on hidden funds, rules judge
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Coffee tastes like mud? Perhaps it came with added soil
For many, a cup of strong coffee is
essential to kick-start the brain in the
morning.
It may come as troubling news, then,

that the ground coffee they spoon into
their cafetierecan include“filler” ingre-
dients such as soya beans, twigs and
even clumps of dry earth.
Unscrupulousproducers are increas-

ingly bulking out their products with
cheaper ingredients, including wheat,
rye, rice, barley and brown sugar, ac-
cording to research due to be presented
at the American Chemical Society
National Meeting and Exposition in
San Francisco today.
Now scientists have come up with

what they describe as the first reliable
test,which they say can identifywith95
per cent accuracy whether coffee has
been diluted intentionally.
Dr SuzanaNixdorf, who led thework

at Londrina State University in Brazil,
said: “With our test it is possible to
know if coffee is pure or has been tamp-
ered with.”
The Brazilian team said that there

was growing demand for a robust test
due to the rising price of coffee.
Many buyers currently rely on the

subjective opinion of professional cof-
fee tasters to assess the quality of a
particular blend, as well as a visual
assessment under the microscope.
“The problem is that after roasting

and grinding the raw material, it be-
comes impossible to see any difference
between grains of lower cost incorpo-
rated into thecoffeebecauseof thedark
colour,” said Dr Nixdorf.
In an assessment of 80 commercial

samples, the scientists identified a
variety of inedible parts of the coffee
plant interspersed with the beans, in-
cluding twigs and husks, and even
clumps of earth, which could have been

introduced at harvest. Some samples
included plants such as wheat, soya
bean, brown sugar and acai berries.
Coffee producers have previously

claimed that the presence of these con-
taminants is inevitable because of the
harvesting methods used, but Dr Nix-
dorf disagreed. “If there are a large
amount of impurities, they were prob-
ably added purposefully,” she said.
MartinWattam, theexecutivedirect-

or of the British Coffee Association,
welcomed the new test but said that
there was no evidence that roast and
ground coffee sold in Britain was being
adulterated and that therewere a num-
ber of quality control protocols in place.

“The quality of coffee
products varies interna-
tionally and some
countries may not
maintain equiva-
lent standards of
coffee enjoyed by

many consumers in the United King-
dom,” he said.
Coffee is one of the most frequently

adulterated foods, according to a 2012
study in the Journal of Food Science.
The problem has been exacerbated

by shortages in countries suchasBrazil,
wheredroughtsandplantdiseaseshave
dramatically impacted supply. Brazil is

expected toproduce45millionbags
of coffee this year, 10 million

fewer than normal. “With a
lower supply of coffee

in the market, prices
rise — and that
favours fraud,” said

Dr Nixdorf.

TMS
diary@thetimes.co.uk | @timesdiary

A celebrity
vote for Boris
Boris Johnson has snared a new
celebrity supporter inRobert
Pattinson, the British-born
Hollywood actor, but it was more
because of his ability to play the
clown than through force of
intellect or any policy ideas.
Speaking to one of the TMS

elves at an event at the BFI to
promote his new film,The Rover,
Pattinson, above, declared himself
a BoJo fan. “I loved how he
carried himself at the Olympics,”
he said. “Especially when he got
stuck on that zipwire thing. That
was brilliant.” That is what we
most look for in a prime minister.
The hearthrob of teenage girls

around the world (Pattinson, not
Boris) expressed regret in a recent
interview that he hadn’t read
politics at university. “I wanted to
work in the mechanics of it,” he
said. “I like speech-writing.”Could
this be the beginning of a
beautiful relationship?

Pattinson has doubtless already
ordered his copy ofWhere’s Boris?,
to be published by Orion Books in
November. The book, in the style of
theWhere’s Wally? series, will ask
readers to find the mayor, who is
hidden in a variety of multiperson
scenes. Bonus points for
the really eagle-eyed who
can also find any hint of a
government policy on the
Middle East.

we’re dying to know
With Agatha Christie’s
Hercule Poirot to be
revived next month in The
Monogram Murders, a new
novel by Sophie Hannah,

Waterstones has done some
number-crunching on the cases
solved by the Belgian detective for
a promotional poster. In 34 novels,
59 short stories and two plays
there were, the retailer says, 57
poisonings, 24 stabbings, nine

strangulations and six deaths
by drowning. Hannah is

expected to add three more
corpses to the pile. Odd, though,
to leave out how many victims
were shot. Did the little grey cells
forgetDeath on the Nile?

hottest thing in pop
Fifty years after the Beatles
cracked America, the government
is funding British music acts with
up to £50,000 each in grants to
promote themselves overseas.
Among the latest recipients are
Fearless Vampire Killers. Don’t say
you’ve never heard of them, they
are Beccles’ leading goth-punk
band. Among the tracks on their
debut album is a song called Could
We Burn, Darling? After getting
stuffed in last week’s Scottish
independence debate, maybe Alex
Salmond will pay them to
re-record it without the comma.

GaryLineker wants a toughening of
the quota on foreign footballers in
the English Premier League to help
the national team. “We can’t do that
because of European law,” the
Match of the Day host sighs in
Radio Times. It’s not all Faragist
nostalgia, though. “The national side
wasn’t great before the influx of
foreign players,” Lineker admits.

ed needs open door policy
Ed Miliband was lost for words
when a caller to an LBC phone-in
asked him what would be the first
part of Downing Street he would
like to refurbish on becoming
prime minister. The Labour leader
flanneled his way out of answering

but Iain Dale, the show’s
host, says he missed a

chance to make himself
look more human with a
joke. “He should have said
he’d replace the black door
with a red one,” Dale says.
“Trouble is, the Daily Mail
would have thought he was
being serious.”

All in the blend

Ingredients used to bulk out ground
coffee: Soya beans (below), corn,
barley, wheat, rye, rice, beans,
acai seeds, brown sugar, starch
syrup, twigs, clumps of dry earth

by
fa
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Ageing reactors were shut down
nine months after fault alert
Ben Webster, Tim Webb

The owner of Britain’s ageing nuclear
power stations discovered a safety
problem with a reactor last year but
waited nine months before shutting
down similar reactors to check if they
had the same defect.
EDF Energy, the French state-con-

trolled company, said yesterday that it
had shut down four reactors, a quarter
of its nuclear generating capacity,
because it had “confirmed a defect”.
The Office for Nuclear Regulation

(ONR) said the defect at Heysham 1 in
Lancashire was “cracking in a boiler
spine”, a metal tube which supports the
full weight of the reactor boiler.
EDFreceived test results indicatinga

structuralproblemwith theboiler spine
in November and that boiler, one of
eight in the reactor, has been out of
service since then.
However, EDF waited for the results

of “more detailed inspections”, which
began in June, beforedeciding to switch
off both reactors at Heysham 1 and two
more of the same design at Hartlepool.
It said it would take eight weeks to find

out whether boilers in these reactors
had the same cracking.
Analysts calculated that EDF could

have saved £40 million by delaying the
closures from the beginning of winter
to summer.
Steve Thomas, professor of energy

policy at the University of Greenwich,
said there might have been an explo-
sion and serious contamination if the
boiler spine had failed and water had
entered the reactor vessel.
He said: “Given the safety conse-

quences, it does seem very strange that
there was a nine-month gap before
announcing the shutdowns.”
He said ONR should explain why it

had permitted reactors of the same
design to keep generating after being
informed of the safety problem.
“The regulator should not be in any

way concerned about costs to EDF or
even the risk of the lights going out.”
In June, Ian Stewart, the director of

Heysham1,wrote to theLocalCommu-
nity Liaison Council, which is meant to
be informed of safety issues, saying it
was planning inspections which were
“exciting to us engineers”. The letter

gave no hint that there might be a
serious safety problem.
AnEDFsaid spokesmansaid: “Safety

always takes priority over commercial
considerations. What we found in last
year’s outagewere anomalous readings
in routine inspections which led to us
carrying out further investigations.
“At that timewedidn’t knowwhat the

more detailed inspections would find.
There would have been no purpose in
shutting down the plants at that time
because we would not have designed a
detailed engineering strategy.”
ONR said: “ONR is satisfied that

EDF Energy is taking appropriate and
conservative action in the interests of
continued nuclear safety.”
Dr David Lowry, an environmental

consultant, said: “EDF Energy has a
duty to be candidwith theBritish public
about safety problems. By withholding
information forninemonths, it seemsto
have tried to retainapositivepublic atti-
tude to nuclear power as it presses
ahead with plans to a build two giant
new reactors at Hinkley Point, whose
£16 billion-plus costs will be heavily
subsidised by British taxpayers.”

‘No pictures’ plea as fracking
protesters set up new camp
Ben Webster Environment Editor

Anti-fracking demonstrators planning
to set up a protest camp near Blackpool
have asked not to be photographed
because theyare “enjoyingaweekaway
from techno-gadgetry overload”.
A group calling itself Reclaim the

Power has issued instructions to jour-
nalists reporting on the camp, which is
will run fromThursdayuntilAugust 20.
The group disrupted drilling by

Cuadrilla at Balcombe,
West Sussex, last summer,
and this month is again
targeting the company,
after it submitted applica-
tions to carry out hydraulic
fracturing of exploratory
wells at two sites in Lan-
cashire.
Cuadrilla said therewasno

activity at either site and the
fracking, which has yet to be
approved, would not start until
next year.
Reclaim thePower said itwould

be taking “direct action against gas

drilling”, as well as running workshops,
such as “How to build a compost loo”
and “An introduction to anarchismand
anarchist organising”.
It said photographers visiting the

camp should obtain permission before
taking photos of any protesters.
“Many people attending will not

want to be photographed and are prob-
ably enjoying a week away from
techno-gadgetry overload, so give
them a break,” the protest group said.

Claire Smith, president of
Stay Blackpool, which repre-
sents more than 200 B&Bs
and hotels in the Blackpool
bay area, said: “I amappalled
that these professional pro-
testers have threatened to
target local businesses.This
is a crucial time in the cal-
endar for my members,
and the last thing we need

is any risk to public safety.”
Babs Murphy, chief executive of
the North andWestern Lancash-
ire chamber of commerce said:
“Local businesses are against
the protest camp aswe are con-
cerned that itwill damage trade
in the busy summer season.”

Protesters hindered drilling
in West Sussex last year
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Red stars The Mariinsky Ballet, featuring the rising Korean star Kimin Kim, centre, in Alexei Ratmansky’s Concerto DSCH at the Royal Opera House, London. The company will perform eight works in three weeks

E-cigarette ban is simply an issue of etiquette
Adecision by theBBC to ban electronic
cigarettes in all its offices was a “dress
code” issue rather than one of health
and safety, executives have said.
The corporation said last month that

it would no longer allow employees to
use e-cigarettes on its premises after
months of confusion about its policy.
Users have had to go to outside smok-
ing areas instead.
The blanket ban has prompted criti-

cism from advocates of e-cigarettes,
who argue that there is no scientific

basis for the decision. The BBC said at
the time that the ban was consistent
with advice from the British Medical
Association.
Correspondence between Diane

Dumas, the BBC’s head of employee
relations andpolicy, and the e-cigarette
lobbyists has shown that the corpora-
tion’s decision came after complaints
from staff about the way that their
colleagues lookedwhileusing theprod-
ucts around the office.
“I would like to stress again that our

policy to ban e-cigarettes in BBC build-
ings is based solely on appearance and

etiquette, not health and safety,” Ms
Dumas wrote.
The BBC admitted that opinion

among employees and management
had been divided on the issue, but said
executives wanted to have a consistent
policy across all of its premises.
The BBC’s northern base in Salford

had banned the use of e-cigarettes but
the rules were unclear in other offices,
including the new Broadcasting House
in London. Some staff had complained
at the lack of uniform rules.
The corporation looked at the poli-

cies of 20 other organisations, of which

18 had banned the prod-
ucts,MsDumas said. The
BBC also consulted the
BMA and its own doctors.
“We are supportive of

employees who wish to give
up smoking and will continue
to offer this support,” she said.
The BBC may review the policy
in future, she added.
The e-cigarette industry has

been lobbying the BBC to re-
verse the decision, arguing
that it will make it harder for
staff who want to quit smoking.

Notsosillyafter
all: game nets
Cleese £100,000
Jack Malvern Arts Correspondent

Alex Spence

JohnCleese has lent his voice to a game
that allows players to emulate his char-
acter from the Ministry of Silly Walks.
The comedian, who first performed

the sketch on Monty Python’s Flying
Circus in 1970, is reported to havemade
almost £100,000 from the mobile-
based game, which is nearing its mil-
lionth download.
Players are put in command of

Cleese’s character as he walks, daftly,
through London, beset by hazards such
as low-flying birds and irresponsibly
placed girders.
Cleese’s contributions are primarily

whoops of joy (when he jumps) and
grunts of pain (when he crashes into
London street furniture such as red
post boxes), but he has recorded lines
such as: “Ouch! That hurt, you know.”

Chris Curd, of Boondoggle Game
Studios, who developed the game,

said that
Cleese would
receive 10 per
cent of the
profits. “I ef-

fectively devel-
oped the game for free

and it’s doing great sohopeful-
ly it can help Mr Cleese,” he said.
Cleese has spoken publicly
about his need to raise £12 mil-
lion to pay his divorce settle-
ment with Alyce Faye Eichel-
berger, his third wife. He
named a recent world tour
“The Alimony Tour”. He said

earlier this year: “I will have paid
my ex-wife, I think it is $23 or
$24 million. That’s an awful lot.”

Secret files about BBCstaff were
‘shredded when Cold War ended’
A secret BBC unit that vetted journal-
ists for ties to communists ceased oper-
ating and shredded all its files in the
early 1990s, according to a former
employee of the division.
The official broke his silence to

defend the clandestine programme,
which scrutinised thousands of BBC
employees and potential employees in
co-operation with MI5.
Its existence was exposed by The

Observer in 1985 after claims that jour-
nalists and film-makers had been
wrongly denied jobs or promotions
because of alleged ties to extreme left-
wing groups.
Michael Hodder, a former Royal

Marinewhoworked for the vetting unit
in the 1980s, and later ran it, said that
the vetting had already been scaled
back by the time its existence was re-
vealed. No one was blacklisted by the
unit in the 17 years he worked at the

BBC,he said.MrHodder added that the
vetting, which operated from room 105
of the old Broadcasting House, ceased
after the end of the Cold War in 1992.
Mr Hodder supervised the destruction
of all the confidential files it had secret-
ly amassed on BBC journalists.
“I shredded the lot,” he said.
The BBC’s secret vetting operation

has become a part of the corporation’s
folklore. Its confidential personnel
records became known as “Christmas
tree files” because of a symbol that was
stamped on the front of the folders that
resembled a Christmas tree.
It began in 1937, initially to ensure

that the BBC’s staff did not have ties to
Oswald Mosley’s blackshirts, and con-
tinued during the Cold War to screen
for communist sympathisers. At its
peak, thousands of staff were referred
through the unit to the security
services for scrutiny.
When the unit’s existence was

exposed by The Obsever, amid claims

that individuals had been blacklisted
without knowing why, the BBCwas ac-
cused of compromising its journalistic
independence by co-operatingwith the
intelligence services.
According to an entry on the BBC’s

website, the public outcry forced the
BBC to admit that the “scope of the vet-
ting had become too wide” and it
pledged to scale it back. Since then, the
BBC has said little in public about the
matter.
MrHodder,who left theBBC in 1996,

said he decided to speak publicly to
clear upmisconceptions about the pro-
gramme after the death of Brigadier
Ronnie Stonham last week.
Mr Stonham, a former Army intelli-

gence officer, was the liaison to MI5
when the Observer article was pub-
lished in 1985 and his career at the BBC
was cut short by the controversy.
Mr Hodder said that Mr Stonham

had been appointed by the Home
Office in 1979 to reform the BBC’s vet-

tingoperationbecause ithadgrownout
of control.
“[The articles] did not reflectwhat he

was trying to do,whichwas to cut down
on all the vetting,”MrHodder said. “He
was disappointed that the story had
been leaked when all he was trying to
dowasget thematterprogressedandbe
less of an encumbrance for people at
the BBC.”
Mr Hodder took over the unit when

Mr Stonham retired in 1988 and ran it
until it was disbanded in 1992, as it was
deemed no longer necessary. The con-
fidential personnel records in Room
105 were all destroyed by two staff
members over several days.
MrHodder said that he andMrSton-

ham had agreed not to talk about their
work. “The only reason I’m speaking
now is because I was rather upset at the
way [Mr Stonham] has been
portrayed.”
The BBC declined to com-

ment.

Alex Spence Media Editor
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John Cleese has lent his voice to
a game based on a Python sketch

ELLIOTT FRANKS
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Tobacco giant ready
to sue for £11bn over
plain pack ‘injustice’

Oneof theworld’sbiggest tobaccocom-
panies has threatened to sue the gov-
ernment for billions of pounds over its
plan tobanbrandingoncigarettepacks.
In the starkest threat of legal action

from the industry to date, PhilipMorris
International (PMI) said that it was
prepared to “protect its rights in the
courts and to seek fair compensation”
over the damage done to its business by
a standardised packaging rule. It said
that independent estimates had put the
value of the industry’s branding in Brit-
ain at £11 billion.
Themove is amajor blow to the gov-

ernment, which has vowed to imple-
ment the plan before the election. The
proposal has already been delayed over
fears that it would face legal challenges.
Ministers now face a race against time
to pass the plan into law. Theywill have
to seek approval from the EU, which
could take sixmonths.Anycourt action
could delay introduction of the law.
The threat to sue was made in PMI’s

official submission to the government’s
consultationontheplan. “Standardised
packaging is a euphemism for gov-
ernment-mandated destruction of
property,” the submission states. “It is
unlawful, disproportionate, and at odds

with themost basic requirements of the
rule of law.”
PMI argues that themeasure “would

be unlawful because it fails to provide
any compensation for the value of the
tobacco companies’ property . . . If nec-
essary . . . PMI is prepared to protect its
rights in the courts and seek fair com-
pensation for the value of its property.”
Being forced to make a huge payout

to tobacco companies could be
disastrous for the government as it pre-
pares for an election.
Healthcampaignershaveurgedmin-

isters to push ahead with the plan.
Public Health England said that the
evidence in its favour was “irrefutable”.
Jane Ellison, the health minister,

promised to introduce plain packaging
afteran independent study found that it
was “very likely to have a positive im-
pact on public health”. About 200,000
children aged between 11 and 15 start to
smoke in Britain every year.
Bob Blackman, a ToryMPon the all-

party parliamentary group on smoking
and health, said he was unsurprised by
the legal threats. “The tobacco indus-
try’s reaction showshow important this
changewill be in the fight to reduce the
harmful effects of smoking,” he said.
Paul Burstow, a former healthminis-

ter, said: “The case for standardised
packaging is overwhelming.”

Michael Savage
Chief Political Correspondent

JOHN GOULD / THE ROYAL SOCIETY

Call for care
workers to
be licensed
Michael Savage

Care home workers should be required
to gain a licence to prevent scandals
over the treatment of residents, a
former care minister has said.
Paul Burstow said that an industry-

wide “licence topractise”wasneeded to
restore the sector’s reputation and
improve the quality of care.
His plea comes after a series of scan-

dals, including the treatment of resi-
dents at theOrchid View care home, in
West Sussex. A case review found that
19 residents who had died had below-
standard care, and five had died from
natural causes compoundedbyneglect.
Mr Burstow, a care minister from

2010 to 2012, has led a year-long com-
mission into residential care for the
Demos think-tank. Its report said a
licencewas one of a series of reforms to
improve standards, boost staff morale
and tackle “negative perceptions”.
“We need a minimum training stan-

dard, the certification of which is inde-
pendently accredited and portable
across the sector,” Mr Burstow said.
“Those not meeting the basic standard
would not be able to work, nor would
those struck off for malpractice.”
He also called for workers to be paid

the living wage, which stands at £8.80
anhour inLondonand £7.65 elsewhere.
The commission found that 78 per cent
of frontline staff earned £6.45 an hour,
which “sends out entirely the wrong
message”, Mr Burstow said.

Toucan play An 1834 monograph by John Gould is among thousands of images
available to the public through the Royal Society’s new print-on-demand service
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Secret of Apple’s sleek designs is
drawn from Picasso’s simple bull
Apple employees are being taught to
think like Picasso when they design
iPhones, iPads and Macbooks.
Students at the electronics giant’s

secretive Apple University have been
instructed to take inspiration from
Picasso’sThe Bull, a series of lithograph
prints in which the Spanish master
breaks down a brushstroke image of a
bull into an abstract line drawing.
The sleek, simple forms of Apple’s

products, which are designed by a team
led by the British designer Jonathan
Ive, have helped to propel Apple’s
annual sales past $170 billion.
Steve Jobs, Apple’s founder, set up

Apple University in 2008 after finding
out that he had cancer. It is believed
thathedid so toensurehis vision for the
company lived on after his death.
The New York Times discovered the

teachings of Apple University after in-
terviewing three employees who had
taken classes there.
The Bull, which Picasso created in

December 1945, appeared in the “Com-
municating at Apple” class, where staff
are taught how to break down designs
and ideas into their simplest forms. The
first of the 11 prints in the series is a
simple brushstroke picture of a bull. In
the second, the artist bulks up the beast
to give it added force, detaching its form
from the real world.
By the sixth print, the bull is a series

of shaded patches and dissection of the
animal continuesuntil print 11, inwhich
the bull has been broken down into a
few thin lines. Nonetheless, these
sparse lines clearly depict a bull. In

anotherAppleUniversity class, entitled
“What makes Apple Apple”, em-
ployees were shown a Google
TV remote control and an Ap-
ple TV remote control. The
former has 78 buttons and the
latter, three.
The tutor explained that

the Google TV remote had
so many buttons because
each of its designers got
what they wanted.
Apple’s designers, he said,

pooled their creativity to con-
clude that three buttons were all
that were needed. The classes at

Apple University are created and
taught by a faculty of tutors from Har-
vard, Yale, the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and other top American
universities.
The university is run by Joel Podolny,

whowasdeanofYaleSchoolofManage-
ment until Mr Jobs appointed him in
2008. Employees use Apple’s private in-
tranet to sign up to the courses, which
are taught at specially designed lecture
halls. Apple has acknowledged the exis-
tence of Apple University, but it did not
respondtorequests forcommentyester-
day. Bulls and bullfighters feature

throughout theworksofPicasso, a fanof
the blood sport. In 1933 he painted Bull-
fight: Death of the Toreador, portraying
themoment that a bullfighter is thrown
fromhis horse and killed. A bull appears
in his most famous work, Guernica,

which he finished in 1937. In 1960, he
made 14 ink drawings of bullfights
in a day.

Claudia Morris, founder of the
Made by Morris design studio,
said: “What Picasso has illustrat-
ed so beautifully with The Bull is
that you can capture the essence
of a seemingly complicated por-
trait and distill it into its simplest
formwithout losing its complexity.
Beautiful, functional simplicity is
what Apple is all about, and they
nail it.”

Facebook app
accused of
intruding into
users’ privacy
James DeanJames Dean

Technology Correspondent
Users of Facebook’s instant messaging
app have accused the social network of
intruding too far into their privacy.
Many users fear that Facebook

Messenger has too much control over
their smartphones and tablet comput-
ers because the app has access to their
cameras, voice recorders and address
books.
After downloading the app, users are

given a list of permissions that they
mustaccept for it to install fully.Accept-
ing a permission gives the app access to
some of the smartphone’s functions,
such as its GPS tracker.
One reviewer on Google Play wrote:

“Can’t believe [Facebook] made me
download this infringement onmyper-
sonal privacy.” Another added: “This
app [has] permissions to literally take
over your phone.”
A spokesman for Facebook declined

to comment. However, on its website
Facebook said that the permissions
were essential to run its features.
Many smartphone and tablet apps

ask users to accept long lists of permis-
sions. Whatsapp, another messaging
service, asks for many of the same per-
missions as Facebook Messenger, as
does Skype, the internet call service.
Facebook Messenger was spun off

from Facebook’s main social network-
ing app this year. Users can no longer
use instant messaging from within the
main Facebook app. Because of the
switch, Facebook Messenger is the
most downloaded app in the UK.
However, the latest version has

received an average of one and a half
out of five stars from its 1,700 reviews.

The Bull, by Picasso, far right, featured
in a course at Apple University,
set up by Steve Jobs in 2008

Moon of delight
With the Moon at
the closest point
in its orbit to
Earth, a dramatic
“supermoon”
could be seen all
around Britain,
including over
the waves of a

stormy sea at
Brighton Pier,
left, alongside
Wollaton Hall, in
Nottinghamshire,
above, and over
Tower Bridge in
London, below, in
the early hours
of Monday

JULIA CLAXTON/BARCROFT MEDIA, TOM MADDICK/ROSSPARRY.CO.UK, VICKIE FLORES/REX FEATURES

‘Simplicity is what
Apple is all about,
and they nail it’
Claudia Morris
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Rebel defeat will be little cause for celebration
Ukraine may stamp out the insurgency but the intractable problems that remain would capsize most countries

I
t is better when bad guys lose
than when they win. But it is not
necessarily cause for cheer. The
spectre of the Russian-backed
insurgency in Ukraine spreading

north and west from Crimea, and the
prospect of an all-out civil war has
receded. But the end (or a pause) of
Europe’s bloodiest conflict since the
war in ex-Yugoslavia is no great
cause for celebration.
Ukraine is in dire straits. Russia —

if it indeed allows its proxies to be
defeated — will need to salve its
pride, meaning more problems
elsewhere. And the West, divided
and distracted, is in no state to deal
adequately with what is still
Europe’s gravest security crisis for
decades.
Any one of Ukraine’s three crises

— economic, constitutional and
geopolitical — would be enough to
capsize the country. The combination
looks like a perfect storm.
Even before Russia began its

dismemberment of Ukraine, the
country was in economic meltdown.
During its four years in power the
regime of the now-disgraced
president Viktor Yanukovych
reversed economic reform, corrupted
state institutions, and (with the help
of western bankers and lawyers) stole
tens of billions of dollars. The scale
of that is ably documented in Looting
Ukraine, a new study by the Legatum
Institute.
Anger at this propelled the new

pro-western authorities into power —
but its foul legacy would be daunting
at the best of times. Coupled with the
cost and dislocation of war, it is
overwhelming. Unemployment and
inflation are rocketing. The currency
is plunging. The economy is likely to
shrink by 7 per cent this year. Public
finances are stricken, with
unpredictable tax rises dealing yet
another blow to business confidence.
Almost none of the stolen money has
been recovered. And all this before
winter, when Russia’s grip on gas
supplies is most potent.
Ukraine’s government is a mess.

Public administration, with a few
shining exceptions, remains mired in
the habits of Soviet provincial
bureaucracy. The Rada (parliament)
was elected under the Yanukovych
regime, and its composition reflects
the worst features of his reign. What
hope is there of establishing the rule
of law, with lawmakers who brazenly
bought their seats in the hope of
personal gain?
War and revolution, even if the

better side wins, breed bitterness,

grudges and divisions. Ukraine was
not a divided country before its
recent woes. Much outside coverage
hugely overstated and simplified
differences in language and attitudes
to history. But the wounds of the past
year would take decades to heal,
even without meddling from a
malevolent neighbour.
To win the war, the Ukrainian

authorities have struck two devil’s
bargains. One is with the oligarchs
— politically influential tycoons who
loathed the predatory Yanukovych

regime but inspire little confidence
when it comes to creating a law-
governed, open society. They have
bankrolled the war. They will expect
a reward. That will infuriate the
idealists who once thronged the
Maidan in central Kiev, and who
want their country to treat them
with the openness, dignity, legality
and efficiency that they regard as
their European birthright.
Second, the regular armed forces

are fighting alongside volunteer
militias with questionable (and
sometimes revolting) political views.
What happens to them when the
fighting stops? Marauding bands of
tough, confident armed men,
expecting to be treated as national
heroes, will undermine country’s
fragile political system, not
strengthen it.
On top of all that, the

reconstruction of the east will be a
monumental political as well as
economic task. Before the war
Ukraine’s rustbelt was badly run,
even by the pitiful standards of
administration elsewhere. Restoring
ruined homes, roads, schools and
hospitals to their former state will be
a huge burden on the empty public
purse, let alone making public
services good enough to inspire
loyalty and enthusiasm.
Equally difficult will be the

restoration of constitutional
government. Many locals will be all
too ready to see government rule as
occupation. Meanwhile loyalists will
want justice for forced labour,
beatings, looting and arbitrary
imprisonment meted out by the
insurgent authorities. The best hope
for peace and reconciliation within
Ukraine is decentralisation — but it
is hard to imagine that in a form that
does not leave the country vulnerable
to future Russian meddling.
Vladimir Putin is not the type to

lick his wounds quietly at home. His
propaganda machine — channelled
through hysterical hate-fuelled
programmes on state-controlled
television — has successfully
persuaded much of public opinion
that the Kiev authorities are fascist
monsters and part of a wider western
conspiracy against Russia. That threat
demands to be met with victory, not a
truce. Many hardliners already berate
the Russian leader for not offering
the insurgents more support.
Faced with the insurgency’s defeat,

Russia may yet intervene militarily
— perhaps creating a temporary
humanitarian corridor to allow
evacuation from the besieged cities
of Donetsk and Luhansk. It could
easily then prove permanent.
While the Kiev authorities wrestle

with the messy aftermath of victory,

the ball is in Mr Putin’s court. He
may open a second front in Moldova,
where the Russian-backed
breakaway enclave of Transdniestria
offers the Kremlin mischief-making
ability in a country even poorer and
more ill-run than Ukraine. Or he
could try a stunt in the Baltic states,
hoping to expose what he sees as the
thinness of the West’s security
guarantee. Or he may stoke
economic pressure on Kiev, betting
that the West will not bankroll

indefinitely a failing state run by
corrupt politicians, oligarchs and
paramilitary thugs.
Even at the height of the crisis in

Ukraine, the West found it hard to
focus. Nobody wants confrontation
with Russia. The EU imposed
sanctions too late and too lightly.
Nato, as its summit in Wales
approaches, is still wrestling with
unpleasant reality: it is back in the
business of territorial defence, but
without the armed forces or political
will to do it properly. America under
Barack Obama seems magnetically
drawn to the sidelines.
Mr Putin sees this. He may have

lost a battle, but he still aims to win
the war: splitting Europe from
America, rewriting the rules of the
energy market, and regaining his
country’s historic hold on its
neighbours.
So hold the champagne — and

brew some strong coffee.

An updated edition of Edward Lucas’s

2008 book The New Cold War has been

published by Bloomsbury.

Rachel Sylvester is away

Ukrainian troops close in on Donetsk,
where they have been shelling rebels

Real property developers
don’t renovate wrecks
Ross Clark
Page 18

Unemployment and
inflation are rocketing.
The currency is diving

comment pages of the year

Edward
Lucas

@edwardlucas

Russia’s humanitarian
corridor could easily
end up as permanent

Today Warm over eastern and southern Europe. Cloudier in the west with some showers. Max 38C (100F), min 3C (37F)
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Alicante 33 Sunny
Amsterdam 18 Rain
Athens 33 Sunny
Barcelona 26 Sunny
Belgrade 32 Thunder
Berlin 23 Fair
Brussels 20 Rain
Bucharest 35 Sunny
Budapest 27 Fair
Corfu 28 Sunny
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Florence 30 Fair
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Geneva 22 Shower
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Moscow 31 Fair
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Nice 29 Sunny
Nicosia 33 Sunny
Oslo 18 Shower
Paris 19 Fair
Prague 21 Shower
Reykjavik 13 Sunny
Rhodes 28 Sunny
Rome 30 Sunny
Salzburg 14 Rain
St Petersburg 21 Shower
Stockholm 22 Fair
Tenerife 21 Sunny
Venice 28 Shower
Vienna 18 Cloudy
Warsaw 22 Cloudy
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Forecast for noon today. Wind speed in mph.
Temperatures maximum for day, degrees C
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Portugal, Spain
Cloudy over Galicia and Asturia with some
showers, otherwise fine and sunny.
Maximum 38C (100F), minimum 10C (50F).

Western France, the Low Countries,
northern Germany
Some sunny spells, but also the risk of showers.
Maximum 25C (77F), minimum 10C (50F).

Southern France, southern Germany,
Switzerland, Austria, Poland, the Baltic
states
The risk of an isolated shower, but most places
will have a dry day with some sunshine.
Maximum 25C (77F), minimum 7C (45F).

Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland
Dry in the north of Norway and Finland, but
rather cloudy elsewhere with showers or some

longer spells of rain.
Maximum 24C (75F), minimum 3C (37F).

Eastern Europe, western Russia
Mainly dry with sunny spells, but cloudier over
Belarus, Slovakia and Hungary with some rain.
Maximum 35C (95F), minimum 11C (50F).

Italy, the Balkans, Turkey
A few showers over northern Italy, otherwise fine
and sunny. Maximum 37C (99F), minimum
9C (48F).

British Isles
Breezy, with the risk of scattered showers, and a
longer spell of rain over southern Scotland.
Maximum 22C (72F), minimum 8C (46F).

Outlook
Turning cloudier over France with some rain.
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Melanie Reid Notebook

Panic over ebola, wavering over Iraq: does the US still have the stomach for its global role?

Shape up, America, if you want to lead the world

O
n one of my last days
living in America they
held an eating
competition at the end of
my road. A new burger

bar had opened and blonde women
in pastel trouser suits did pieces to
camera for the local news as men in
aprons stuffed gobbets of meat down
their gullets. It was midsummer.
Everything was trickling. If you hate
America this was a scene for you:
wasteful, feckless, dumb. And fat, of
course. Even the trouser suits bulged
at the back.
America can sometimes seem, to

put it mildly, unequal to the task of
leading the free world. It can look
like one giant eating competition, an
effort to stuff yet more grease and
gunge into already bloated stomachs.
America’s enemies certainly believe
this; the killers of the Islamic State
(IS) see the great Satan as decadent
and weedy.
And yet: if America really is such a

vacuous useless place, why has it
been so successful? It’s the seminal
American question: is American
energy directionless and ultimately
self-defeating or is something more
happening there; do the eating
competitions mask an inner
strength? In a world as troubled as
ours is this August, the question is

worth asking again. Never mind the
precise strategy in Iraq, Gaza or
Ukraine — does the world’s
nominally most powerful nation
have the self-discipline and steeliness
to pick a path and walk it?
Some of the omens are not good.

Take the bizarre row over ebola; a
row that broke out when it emerged
that two American missionary
doctors, named Kent Brantly and
Nancy Writebol, had contracted the
disease in West Africa and were being
flown home to the US for treatment.
The tycoon Donald Trump tweeted:
“Stop the ebola patients from
entering the US. Treat them, at the
highest level, over there. The United
States has enough problems!”
Others weighed in with

suggestions that ebola might seep
into the US through illegal
immigration from Mexico; perhaps
some desperate person from Sierra

Leone might make it (how?) to
Central America and then endure
the awful journey over the border
and end up in hospital in Texas,
bleeding from every orifice.
America’s scientific community has

been horrified by a panic over a
disease that poses no real threat to
America, but seems to ask questions
about its decency and, perhaps more
importantly, its good sense.
It fell to Susan Grant, the head

nurse at Emory Hospital in Atlanta,
where the ebola patients are being

treated, to face down Mr Trump et al.
She told The Washington Post about
the decision to admit the patients:
“Ebola won’t become a threat to the
general public from their presence in
our facility, but the insight we gain by
caring for them will prepare us to
better treat emergent diseases that
may confront the United States in
the future. We also can export our
new knowledge to treat ebola
globally. This pathogen is part of our
world and if we want to eradicate
these types of potentially fatal
diseases before they reach our shores
uncontrolled, we have to contribute
to the global research effort.”
Of course none of that will impress

Mr Trump. A wise senator warned
his nation many years ago that they
were entitled, as Americans, to their

own opinions, but not to their own
facts. They have taken little notice.
There is a tendency for people to

believe what they want to believe in
modern America. And along with
this tendency, an almost child-like,
babyish desire to have their tummies
tickled at all times by those in
authority. This tendency is
particularly on show at election time
when undecided voters tell pollsters
why they have not yet made up their
minds. These people are fawned
over, celebrated even, but in fact (it
always seemed to me) are mostly
half-wits who have no clue about
politics or interest in finding out,
and, worse, seem to think that the
candidates should be tailoring their
policies just for them: “I am not yet
hearing what X might do for me,”
they simper.
How about nothing? How about

growing up? How about recognising
that the world is tough and
complicated and you have, as a
citizen of its greatest nation, a
responsibility to think about it.
Whatever his faults, the former
Republican presidential candidate
John McCain has the balls to tell
Americans that they need to shape
up. Hillary Clinton is heading in the
same direction with her suggestion
that earlier action in Syria might
have prevented the current disaster
in Iraq.
But the real question for

Americans is not do we intervene or
do we stay out. It is more
fundamental than that — what kind
of people are we? How strong are
we? How willing to endure pain?
How sure of our values?
Mr Trump? Mr Obama? Anyone?

When Kent Brantly caught ebola, some
wanted to stop him coming home

Modern America has
a babyish desire to
have its tummy tickled

Real property
developers don’t
renovate wrecks
Ross Clark

I
f I had the technological brains I
would long ago have up a website
that helped confused house-
hunters to work out whether the
property they had set their heart

upon was going to be a turkey.
Come to think of it, that might be

Kate Armstrong’s next project. The
managing director of Confused.com
has been left with a £1.5 million black
hole in her personal fortune as she
discovers that her Ayrshire castle is
worth no more than £5 million. She
bought Cassillis House for £3 million
in 2009 and has spent another
£3.5 million renovating it.
On my website Cassillis House

would have been firmly in turkey
territory. In fact, so would any
property “in need of renovation”.
Why is it that British house-hunters
— alone in the world — think that
the way to financial happiness is to
buy a wreck and then spend several
years, sacrificing their health and
marriage in the process, turning it
into a good-as-new home? I once

thought the same until I went to see
an almost-restored cottage and
witnessed two sad faces pressed up
against the gates. It was the children
of the former owner, who had had
the place repossessed, while still in
his pyjamas, a few days earlier.
TV property makeover shows have

a lot to answer for. The format, in
which a plucky amateur developer
frets and overspends but ultimately
triumphs in creating his dream
home, worked only during the years
of property hyperinflation.
If you bought a place between 1994

and 2004 you couldn’t go wrong. You
didn’t have to renovate; you could
have trashed the place and still made
a profit if you sold it three years later.
In many cases that would have been
the better option: you would have
found your “for sale” board
attracting, like wasps to a fatal jar of
syrup, yet more dreamers set on
saving a fallen building.
If you think renovating properties

makes money, take a walk around
west London and see the skips full of
nearly-new kitchen units ripped out
of restored houses by buyers who
fancy a different style — the
previous owner’s renovations
effectively had zero value.
A real property developer — the

sort who wears jewels and drives a
Mercedes — wouldn’t have bothered
stripping out and replacing the
architraves of Cassillis House,
finding another £2 of work for every
pound he had budgeted for. He
would have gained permission to
build 30 houses in the grounds and
then let the place rot until he could
claim that demolishing the castle
would tidy up the neighbourhood.

A tumbling
mountain
that keeps on
humbling us

W
hen one gets tired of
the arrogance of
humankind or wants
to escape from talk
of apocalypse now,

can I suggest the Rest and be
Thankful? This is the famous pass on
the A83 in Argyll, in the mountains
north of Arrochar, where the hillside
hangs exceedingly high and sinister
above one’s car roof.
No place is better at reminding us

how puny and temporary we are. At
the weekend, battling the tatters of
Hurricane Bertha, we drove up it
and, as the ancient name suggests,
felt rather grateful when we got
through. The Rest and be Thankful’s
closure has become an annual event
in winter or spring, as increasing
rainfall liquidises the mountainside,
creating avalanches of thousands of
tons of mud and rock that cascade
on to the road.
Geotechnical engineers might

disagree, but it is a place where it

feels like the gods can play with man
at will. So far there have been no
fatalities, but the A83, a major artery
to the west, is frequently blocked and
hugely controversial because of lack
of remedies from successive
governments. Now humankind is in
retreat. In March this year, for the
first time after a debris flow,
engineers rerouted traffic in a convoy
along General Wade’s 1743 military
road, which winds cautiously up the
bottom of Glen Croe.
This led to the extraordinary sight

of 21st-century Britain — tourists,
tradesmen, HGV trucks, sellers of IT
wizardry to control the world —
crawling in first gear, single file up an
ancient track behind a guide buggy
with flashing lights and walkie-talkie.
The emergency diversion took hours
and much patience. One could hear
the gods laughing.
The main road was clear last

weekend, stabilised by a dry summer
and guarded somewhat by heavy-
duty chain-mail fences that, against
that looming 60 degree incline, look
as effectual as lace curtains.
Landslips have been
happening here for
10,000 years; the only
thing that has
changed is an
expectation
that we have
the right to
uninterrupted

passage. That we have conquered
nature.
There are claims of definitive

solutions, as in the Alps — tunnels
and viaducts and even a modern
wonder such as Norman Foster’s
Millau viaduct in southern France.
But such things, if they could be
achieved in such an inherently wet
and unstable landscape, would cost
billions. There are not enough votes
here to make it worthwhile.
So the rain keeps falling and the

mountain keeps
tumbling. And
mankind, humbled
by forces too big
for him, retreats to
easier places. It’s
altogether rather

pleasing.

Fading signal

Even better, there isn’t much
broadband or telephone
coverage in Argyll, which

amuses me as it exposes the
commercial and political lies spouted
about global reach and infrastructure.
Mind you, it can be irritating, for

one has to rely on memory. In the
absence of a smartphone signal, we
were tortured all the way west trying
to remember the name of Tony
Blair’s old chum who used to own a
country house in the area.
You know! Wasn’t he, er, lord

chancellor or something? Can see his
face. Famously thin-skinned with a
predilection for pompous wallpaper.
First name ended in a “y”. It hovered
on the tip of my tongue for ten miles.
Just before Lochgilphead, just before
a single bar of reception started to
flicker, he burst through the cauls of
memory. Derry Irvine, Lord Irvine of
Lairg. It started a driving game: to list
other first-wave new Labourites.
Amazing how easy it is to forget
politicians. Or maybe it’s just our age.

The hardest word

In Argyll we spotted a battered old
Renault, proceeding sedately, with a
notice in its rear window. “Sorry, I’m

French,” it said. This self-abasement
could catch on. “Sorry, I vote Ukip.”
Or “Sorry, I’mWelsh.” Or “Sorry, I’m
C of E.” Maybe I should stop there.

‘For sale’ boards attract
dreamers like wasps
to a jar of fatal syrup

@justinonweb

Justin
Webb
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Suddenly it feels uncomfortable to be a Jew
There is something much more than anger at Israel’s campaign in Gaza behind the rising tide of antisemitism

I
was the only Jew at my
Edinburgh boarding school.
Honestly. The only one. There
was an art teacher for a bit, and
that was nice, but the only other

non-Christian pupil was a guy two
years up and he was a Buddhist. We
did not have a bond. There was also
this younger, quite unusual boy who
was widely reputed to worship the
gods of the Vikings. Although in
retrospect that seems unlikely.
At first I didn’t really tell people. I

mean, I was 13. What are you going to
do? Wear a badge? Word got out after
I went home for Rosh Hashanah,
though, amid fevered speculation
about what on earth had happened to
me. Some thought expulsion, others
disease or death. Some friends knew,
but they were brave and noble and
had read Anne Frank’s diaries at prep
school, so it had to be beaten out of
them by the prefects. The Jewish
conspiracy was me.
It was fine, though, being the

school Jew. Once they actually knew,

the prefects weren’t interested and
nor was anybody else. And, in many
respects, all of this set a template for
my experiences thereafter. I have
never, really, had Jewish friends or
Jewish interests or moved in Jewish
circles, and my world has never been
a Jewish one. And so, just
occasionally, when I have heard
fellow Jews talk of a world out there
in which it is uncomfortable to be a
Jew, I have found myself getting the
hump. Because that’s my world they
are talking about. And I like it. And
frankly, I’ve been comfortable as
anything.
Well, that was then. This is now.

And do you know what? Suddenly
I’m not. Something is afoot. It is

creeping and it is tentative, but it is
definitely there. And it scares me.
There is a school of thought, I

know, that says that now is not the
time to be talking about
antisemitism. Let us give that short
shrift. Now is exactly the time,
because now is when it is happening.
Burnt synagogues in France, petrol
bombs in Germany. The Community
Security Trust, which provides

protection for Jewish institutions in
the UK, recorded more antisemitic
incidents in July than in any month,
save one (January 2009) since 1984.
None of this is imaginary. “Ah,” say

some, “but does that matter more
than 2,000 deaths in Gaza?” To
which I reply, screw you. Screw you,
for even asking the question. Would
a war conducted by a Muslim state
negate the need to worry about
Islamophobia? No. So screw you. You
have an agenda. You may not know
it, but you do.
Something is different now.

Antisemitism has always spiked
when Israel deploys the Israeli
Defence Force, but this time the ire is
not confined to Israelis. Instead, far
more than before, protesters are
using, and twisting, the word
“Zionists”. Many, even most, probably
don’t mean any harm by it. Perhaps
they see it as a narrowing term, a
way to specifically not attack all Jews
or even all Israelis, but merely those
who wish to ethnically cleanse
Palestine of Palestinians and put
Jews there instead.
The trouble is, “Zionism” doesn’t

mean that. It’s a broad term and it
refers to the simple fact of there
being a Jewish homeland at all.
Believe in a two-state solution?
You’re a Zionist. Strive for a
bi-national state? Also a Zionist. The
United Nations is Zionist. Technically,

even the Palestinian Authority is
Zionist; that’s what the damn word
means. And if that sounds ludicrous,
and I suspect it does, then that only
goes to show how successfully the
term has been tarnished. Today when
Jews hear an attack on Zionists they
hear an attack on Israel being not
narrowed, but broadened to include
them too. “We have a Scottish-wide
tour planned, working to make
Scotland a Zionist-free zone,” tweeted

the former Respect candidate Yvonne
Ridley last week. That’s people, she’s
talking about. Not a place or an
ideology. People. Vile.
But motives drift and those who

hold them don’t necessarily notice. I
mean, look, it’s not as though I think
Israel is doing the right thing. Far
from it. In my view, if your only
military success entails bombing a
country where 50 per cent of people
are under 18, then it’s not a military
strategy that you should be following.
But why should it be this war alone
that gets people out on the streets
and Baroness Warsi out of office?
“It’s because the West supports
them,” protesters say. So is it nicer to

get crucified by the Islamic State
than bombed by somebody who once
had awkward, resentful tea with
Barack Obama? Is that how it works?
No. Israel is special because Israel is
special, and that’s just the way it now
is. Probably, most people no longer
even think about why. But Jews do.
Never before have I had the sense

that I have now of a body of people
actually itching for Israeli villainy, so
that they can scream out the anger
they already feel. Never before would
I have looked at antisemitic attacks in
Germany, and particularly in France,
without being confident that they
were merely the short-term
consequences of Muslim immigration.
Never before have I been so reluctant
to write what I really think about
Israeli policy towards Palestinians —
which is not complimentary, or even
nearly — for fear of the slugs and
monsters who would crawl into the
sunshine to agree.
Most of all, never before have I felt

that attitudes towards Jews in
Europe — and even, albeit less so, in
Britain — could grow far, far worse
before a whole swathe of supposedly
progressive thought was even
prepared to notice.
It is not a nice feeling, this last one.

More than anything else it is lonely,
and being a Jew has never made me
feel that before. Not even when I was
the only one.

Israel is special because
Israel is special.
That’s the way it is

If you believe in a
two-state solution
then you are a Zionist

Buy prints or signed copies of Times cartoons from our Print Gallery at timescartoons.co.uk

@hugorifkind

Hugo
Rifkind



20 FGM Tuesday August 12 2014 | the times

Leading articles

Beating the Barbarians
David Cameron is underestimating the threat to British interests posed by the

Islamic State. He must prepare to respond to extremism with force
Amoment of truth is fast approaching in Iraq, and
it will require a far tougher response from Britain
than the prime minister has so far contemplated.
In three months the jihadists now fighting under
the banner of the Islamic State have taken control
of a third of the country. They have humiliated
Iraq’s armed forces, massacred civilians with
stolen weapons and filled their war chests from
looted banks andoil fields.Undeterred bywestern
or Iranian bluster, at least until four days ago, they
now threaten Iraqi Kurdistan.
The Kurdish north has functioned and even

thrived as the south has writhed under sectarian
violence. Should it fall to themaniacal followers of
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, of the Islamic State, a
decade of efforts to build democracy in Iraq will
have produced a failed state overrun by foreign
fighters eager to strike targets far beyond their
“caliphate”.
The Islamic State poses a clear and present

danger not just to those it is terrorising north and
west of Baghdad, but to the interests of Britain,
Europe and the United States. David Cameron
must gird himself and the country for the urgent
taskof joining theUS inarmingKurdishpeshmer-
ga troops. Assuming British force can be brought
to bear in the absence of a single operational Brit-

ish aircraft carrier, he must also draw up plans to
join the US in launching targeted strikes on
Islamic State positions.
There was a time, just weeks ago, when with-

holding the use of force arguably gave the West
leverage with the Iraqi government of Nouri al-
Maliki. That time is past. Mr al-Maliki’s refusal to
draw more Sunnis into his cabinet was a main
cause of the Sunni resentment that has fuelled the
Islamic State. Washington initially made military
assistance conditional on a more inclusive al-
Maliki administration, but he has dragged his feet
until his country is on the verge of collapse and
hundreds of Yazidi refugees are dying on the
slopes of Mount Sinjar. Yesterday Iraq’s president
gave a more conciliatory Shia leader, Haider al-
Ibadi, 30 days to form a new government. Mr al-
Maliki continues to demand a third term in power
but he must stand down.
Thesignsare that the IslamicState ismore ruth-

less even than al-Qaeda, and much better orga-
nised. Its fighters have butchered thousands of
Shia civilians simply for not being Sunni. It has ex-
plicit territorial ambitions stretching from the
Gulf to the Mediterranean, and has released vid-
eos declaring that its black flag will fly over the
White House. Its willingness to use extreme

violence has given its operations a dangerousmo-
mentum that must be reversed. Aid drops by the
RAF to those stranded on Mount Sinjar are vital,
but they are not enough.
Mr Cameron is no doubt being kept abreast of

the crisis as he holidays in Portugal, but Downing
Street’s statements in his absence show little grasp
of its gravity. There is no discussion under way on
a British role in the air strikes, a spokeswoman
said. Recalling parliament to debate such strikes is
“not on the cards”.
It ought to be.MrCameronmay fear a repeat of

the debacle in which his bid to lead a military re-
sponse toSyria’s useof chemicalweapons last year
was voted down in theHouse of Commons, but as
MPs from both main parties have noted, this is a
crisis of a different order. Furthermore, US air
strikes appear to beworking. Islamic State fighters
have already been driven back from forward posi-
tions near Irbil and Mount Sinjar.
PresidentObamahas limited public support for

renewed combat operations in Iraq, but they are
necessary and they deserve British support. A
coherent strategy of striking jihadist targets, arm-
ing thepeshmergaand supportinganew, inclusive
Iraqi administrationcould salvage stability in Iraq.
Anything less hands victory to barbarians.

Beveridge’s Bequest
Welfare reform is painfully slow, but it is vitally important

William Beveridge, intellectual founder of the
postwar “welfare state”, always hated the term.He
disliked the notion that the state should take over
functions that had always been the preserve of
voluntary action. Beveridge put his objections in a
far less well-known follow-up to his original
report, Voluntary Action, published in 1948, in
which he lamented the damage that state support
was already doing to the capacity of individuals to
help themselves.
It is important to note this to show that there is

nothing cruel about the idea that welfare can lead
to dependency and that this is corrosive to the
wellbeing of the individual.When the secretary of
state for work and pensions, Iain Duncan Smith,
makes this point, as he did in a speech yesterday,
he is often lambasted for being unforgiving. The
truth is the opposite — it is worse to abandon
people to a life on benefits who could be working.
The welfare state was the biggest problem in

social policy inherited by the coalition govern-
ment in 2010. The state of the public finances
meant that welfare reform, which had been slow
under Labour, was suddenly imperative as the bill,

despitegoodeconomic times,hadgrowntounsus-
tainable heights. A combination of the loss of em-
ployment during the 1980s and misplaced gener-
osity during the 2000s had created a welfare state
at which Beveridge would have been aghast. The
bills for the major parts of the modern state are
galling. The state pension costs £83 billion, hous-
ing benefit £21 billion and the earning and support
allowance almost £10 billion.
MrDuncanSmith’s time inofficehasbeendom-

inated by the slow emergence of the Universal
Credit (UC)scheme.The idea is to rollmany exist-
ing welfare benefits into a single scheme and re-
duce the complexity of the system and its asso-
ciated costs. It is also designed to ensure thatwork
pays better than benefits. A flaw in the welfare
state is that as soon as a former claimant takes up
paid work, they lose benefit entitlement pound-
for-pound. It makes little financial sense to take a
job. Mr Duncan Smith has courageously and cor-
rectly pointed out that this is a terrible incentive.
The UC will improve the incentive a little but

achieving even a modest adjustment is very com-
plex. There is nopolitical opposition to theUCbut

it is a difficult operation to get the computer
systems aligned. Full implementation has been
delayed time and again and it is now unlikely that
itwill be seen this side of a general election. Better,
though, that the policy be done well than be done
in haste.
Mr Duncan Smith is keen to emphasise, how-

ever, that his legacy in welfare is about more than
this reform. The £26,000 per annumcaphe placed
on welfare receipts has kept the bill down, as has
raisingwelfare payments at a rate lower than infla-
tion. This may have fed into employment trends.
Over the past year, three quarters of employment
growth has been new jobs for UKnationals.
For all that, welfare will remain the biggest

issue formuchtimetocome.GeorgeOsborne, the
chancellor, has suggested that annual savings of
£12 billionneed still to be found.Thehousingben-
efit bill is still rising and it is hard to see how the
budget can be balanced without cutting into one
set of entitlements that have so far remained
sacrosanct: payments to pensioners. Mr Duncan
Smith is heading in the right direction but there is
a long way to go yet.

Nice Guys Do Win
Rory McIlroy has become one of the greats of golf without sacrificing good grace

In The Selfish Gene, Richard Dawkins has a chap-
ter titled “NiceGuysFinishFirst”. It is all about the
evolutionary power of co-operation andkindness.
It is not an idea that is usually easy to reconcile
with thehighest echelons of sport, where a certain
arrogance is often thought to be indispensable.
From Valhalla, not the “hall of the slain” that

passed from Norse mythology into Wagner, but
the golf course in Kentucky, comes decisive evi-
dence that Professor Dawkins may have been
right.Thehighestevolutionarystageof thegolfing
human may have been reached with the 25-year-
old Northern Irishman from Holywood, Rory

McIlroy, who won the USPGAtitle, his fourth
major, late on Sunday evening.
There is no question but that McIlroy has

entered the pantheon of golf. Measured by num-
ber of top titles won, he is already, at a tender age,
the equal-20th top golfer in history. One further
victory will put him level with Seve Ballesteros
andonemoreagainwouldmakeMcIlroyEurope’s
greatest-ever golfer, alongside Nick Faldo. McIl-
roybecame the third-youngest player inhistory to
win four major titles, after Tiger Woods and Jack
Nicklaus, who with 14 and 18 majors respectively,
are the golfers at the top of the all-time table.

Themost impressive thing aboutMcIlroy, how-
ever, is not that he is a genius on the green but that
he retains his composure off it. The last few holes
in the gathering gloom at Valhalla were like a
scene from Wagner. McIlroy, who likes to play
quickly,wasmade towait at everyhole as his rivals
finished. There was not a hint of impatience as
McIlroy, as he always does, carried himself with
grace. He was as magnanimous in victory after-
wards as he is always gracious in defeat.
In a book still to be written called The Unselfish

Genius, Rory McIlroy is proof that, in sport as in
evolution, the nice guys can finish first.

Daily Universal Register

UK: Lead actor Daniel Radcliffe attends the
West End premiere of the romantic comedy
What If; the five-day Great British Beer
Festival begins at Olympia; Prudential, the
financial services group, gives its interim
results; the UK is becoming “the self-
employment capital of western Europe”,
according to a report from the Institute for
Public Policy Research
International: The World Health
Organisation gives a virtual press briefing
on the ebola outbreak
Switzerland: the European Athletics
Championships begin in Zurich

Red grouse have
had a good year,
and there are plenty
of birds on the
moors as shooting
begins today. A
warm and early

spring meant that nesting began earlier than
usual, and when the chicks hatched out
there was none of the cold, wet weather that
so often plays havoc with them at that time.
The insects that they feed on have also been
plentiful. Large bags are expected, especially
on the Scottish moors. Farther north, at
Symbister in Shetland, a rare warbler was
found and ringed on Sunday evening. This
was a sykes’s warbler, a little silvery bird that
breeds from Arabia across to India, with
only 17 records of it in the British Isles, nine
of them in Shetland. It is named after
William Henry Sykes, an Indian Army
colonel in the 19th century, who discovered
56 birds that were previously unknown. At
the other end of Britain, on the Isle of
Wight, a rare pair of bee-eaters have nested
in a sandy burrow on the Wydcombe estate
and are now feeding their young. They are
wonderful red, green, blue and yellow birds
that deftly catch insects in the air. They can
be watched from a viewpoint set up by the
National Trust, which owns the estate.
derwent may

George Soros, pictured,
founder, Soros Fund
Management, 84;
Elizabeth Appleby, a
deputy High Court judge,
72; Sir Kenneth Collins,
chairman, Scottish
Environment Protection

Agency (1999-2007) 75; Cara Delevingne,
model, 22; Admiral Sir Kenneth Eaton,
chairman, Society for Nautical Research, 80;
François Hollande, president of France, 60;
Sir Anthony Jolliffe, lord mayor of London
(1982-83), 76; Professor Sir David King,
permanent special representative for climate
change, 75;Mark Knopfler, singer,
songwriter, Dire Straits, Walk of Life (1985),
65; Amanda Redman, actress, New Tricks
(2003-13), 57; Jonathan Taylor, chairman,
Booker Prize Foundation, 79; Camilla
Toulmin, director, International Institute for
Environment and Development, 60;
Professor Graham Zellick, president,
Valuation Tribunal for England, 66.

In AD3 a planetary conjunction was visible
that may have been the Star of Bethlehem
mentioned in the New Testament; in 1865
Joseph Lister first used disinfectant during
an operation; in 1908 the Model T Ford
started rolling off the production line; in
1980 a giant panda was born in a Mexican
zoo, the first in captivity.

“The more you read and observe about this
Politics thing, you got to admit that each
party is worse than the other.”Will Rogers,
American actor and humorist.

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word
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Corrections and
clarifications

Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email
to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 1 London
Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF

1 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9GF
Email: letters@thetimes.co.uk

A bridge too Var
Sir, On Friday in the Var we celebrate
the 70th anniversary of the liberation
of Provence — Operation Dragoon as
it was called — on Aug 15. On that
day thousands of British and US
parachutists landed in the hinterland,
and many thousands of US, British
and Commonwealth, with French and
Algerian, forces landed on the coast.
The commemorations were to have

included a visit by President Hollande
to the Rhone American Cemetery in
Draguignan, where 860 US
servicemen are interred. M Hollande
has now cancelled a visit to the
cemetery, in favour of a visit to the
memorial instigated by General de
Gaulle in 1965 to the French and
Algerian forces who captured Mont
Faron, and Toulon, and will then
preside over a naval review in the Bay
of Toulon, from the aircraft carrier
Charles de Gaulle.
Despite the thousands of British,

US and Commonwealth troops who
lost their lives in the liberation of
Provence, M Hollande has made his
priority clear: yet another “photo op”
to raise his political profile at home.
anita rieu-sicart
Editor, Var Village Voice
Lorgues, Var

Vanished England
Sir, I fully agree with Michael
Henderson’s definition of England
and that “cricket is a more potent
symbol of England than any other
sport” (Aug 9). However, may I
correct his inadvertent error in
assuming that Adlestrop was written
during the war. It is generally
accepted that Edward Thomas
sketched his poem on June 24, 1914,
two months before the outbreak of
war, when the Paddington train on
which he was travelling stopped at
Adlestrop. It splendidly represents the
irony of peace and serenity in the
English countryside before the
devastation which closely followed.
derran sewell
Holmfirth, W Yorks

Gandhi: an inspiration or a sexual predator?
Sir, Kusoom Vadgama (“Gandhi
statue ‘would be an affront to
women’”, Aug 9) is right to point to
Gandhi’s experiment about his
celibacy in which he involved young
women. But she is wrong that it was
hushed. Details of his experiments
with his chastity were revealed by
Gandhi himself in his weekly
newspaper Harijan and in his
extensive correspondence.
Gandhi has also been denounced

as a racist for his remarks about his
fellow prisoners in South Africa who
were Zulu. Dr Ambedkar excoriated
him for his insistence that Dalits do
not get separate electorates, as had
been offered by the government
after the Round Table Conference.
He was called an arch-imperialist
for recruiting soldiers during the
First World War. Orthodox Hindus
criticised him for blending
Christianity and Islam with his
Hinduism.
Yet Gandhi inspired hundreds in

South Africa and millions in India to
stand up for their rights and fight
injustice. Women entered public

life in their thousands when he gave
the call. His non-violent methods of
struggle not only toppled an empire
but also inspired Dr Martin Luther
King Jr to wage his struggle for civil
rights for black Americans.
Gandhi was human like the rest of

us, and as such imperfect, but he
changed our world, as Nelson
Mandela has acknowledged. Gandhi
should join him, Lincoln and
Churchill in Parliament Square.
lord desai
Trustee, Gandhi Statue Memorial Trust

Sir, In her attack on Mahatma
Gandhi, Kusoom Vadgama ignores
all that Gandhi did to enhance the
status of Indian women. He was
born into a caste system where the
most menial tasks were carried out
by the so-called “untouchables”.
Gandhi renamed them Harijans —
“children of God” — and took on
the menial tasks himself. And
millions followed him.
In his old age he tested his

chastity in a way which many of us
find bizarre, but let that not detract

from his massive contribution to
overcoming discrimination against
women in India.
john bond
Oxford

Sir, Dr Vadgama condemns the
proposed statue of Gandhi in
Parliament Square as “unspeakable
and absolutely unacceptable”
because of his sexual exploitation of
women. So would it be to the Sikhs —
Gandhi refused to recognise their
faith and derided their loyalty to the
British crown. Sikhs, a proud people,
would not accept the Hindu
supremacy that Gandhi preached as a
condition of uplift of the untouchable
and minority races in India.
dr surinder singh bakhshi
Birmingham

Sir, Gandhi was not a “seditious
Middle Temple lawyer” (“Peace and
love”, Aug 9), as Churchill put it. He
was an Inner Temple man (called
June 1891).
jonathan teasdale
Haywards Heath, W Sussex

Breast cancer drug
Sir, You report that NICE will not
authorise the use of Kadcyla and the
comment from Roche that the
decision is “an incredible injustice”.
However, the NHS cannot afford this
treatment. It costs £90,000 per
patient for an extended life of six
months, not a cure. It has a success
rate of 20 per cent — ie £75,000 per
month for each successful treatment.
Perhaps Roche, instead of attacking

the decision, would like to reduce its
price to assist these patients?
don hill
Bexhill-on-Sea, E Sussex

Interview as sport
Sir, In 1981 I was interviewed for a
two-day-a-week post in a hospital, as
a radiographer in an X-ray
department (letter, Aug 11). The
(female) superintendent radiographer
asked me what I would do if one of
my children became ill on one of my
work days. I replied that I would stay
at home and look after the child. I
was appointed, and my children were
told that they could never be ill on a
Tuesday or a Friday — and it mostly
worked! I asked my (teacher) husband
if he was willing to share this duty
and his reply was that his headmaster
would consider it to be absolutely out
of the question.
catherine harden
Reigate, Surrey

Sir, In the 1970s I went for an
interview for a job as a solicitor in a
firm that had two senior partners.
One of them asked me just a single
question. I replied I was an
Evertonian and straightaway got the
job. The other partner came in and he
also asked me which team I
supported. I was then told that if he
had been the interviewer, I would not
have been successful. I think he
meant it too.
keith robinson
Hoylake, Wirral

Inexplicable
Sir, I have just seen a high-vis jacket
on Clifton suspension bridge with
“Explainer” printed on the back.
Means guide, I suppose.

sally sparks
Bristol

Grumphrys
Sir, My pet hate is “particuly” which
is “reguly” used by presenters on
Radio 4 and on television.
john collins
East Grinstead, W Sussex

Sir, Has anyone got round to
“drawring” and “thawring” yet?
derrick scholey
Sheffield

Sir, Further to Philippa Hutchinson’s
letter (Aug 9), I too have noticed the
proliferation of “so” at the start of
answers by radio interviewees. It
seems to be particularly rife among
scientists. An explanation for this is
offered on the website The Celestial
Monochord, which suggests that the
scientist’s “so” is an audible
“therefore” at the end of an inaudible
explanation that the scientist has to
think through — but which he/she
isn’t allowed time enough to share.
judith raftery
Royston, Herts

Agincourt claims
Sir, Sir Ranulph Fiennes claims that
80 per cent of Henry V’s troops at
Agincourt were from Wales (Aug 9).
In fact, the proportion was about
5 per cent. The soldiers of 1415 are
listed in Exchequer pay rolls.
Disbelievers can check my

Agincourt: A New History, and look
forward to the non-mythical
Agincourt 600 commemorations
next year.
anne curry
Professor of Medieval History,
University of Southampton

The pertinacity with which the
German cavalry patrols penetrate
far into the interior of Belgium is
apparently only excelled by their
anxiety to surrender. We urged
yesterday that too much
importance should not be attached
to the smaller incidents of these
preliminary days of warfare. At the
same time, the cumulative
testimony regarding the readiness
with which German troopers

permit themselves to be made
prisoners cannot be wholly
ignored. Belgium now holds some
thousands of German soldiers
captive. Large numbers have also
sought shelter in Holland. There
are few corresponding captures so
far by the German Army. The
evidence comes from so many
quarters, and is so uniform, that
there seems little room for doubt
that a considerable proportion of
the German troops have not taken
up arms in the fervent spirit which
animated their forebears in 1870.
We shall soon know how far these
impressions are justified. The stage
of cavalry combats must soon be
passed, and in two or three days the
mightiest battle in history should
begin in earnest. Our friends are
well prepared. Their airmen have
not been idle. They cannot now be
taken by surprise, and they occupy
a position which gives them many
advantages. Our Military
Correspondent shows today that
there is probably no gain in the
assumption of a marked offensive
on the part of the French and the

Belgians. They can let the Germans
come on after they have muddled
their way across the Meuse in the
confined space at their disposal
between Liège and the Dutch
frontier. Germany has before her a
task greater than perhaps she even
now suspects. Her plans have gone
awry, her timetable is completely
upset, and already her peasant
conscripts hear in imagination the
thunder of Cossack hooves in her
eastern provinces.
Meanwhile Great Britain has the

satisfactory consciousness that the
seas are quiet and safe. Wherever
the German Fleet may be, it is
apparently not in open waters. The
few stray German cruisers in the
Atlantic are being relentlessly
hunted down by a vastly superior
British and French naval force.
Their run will be brief, and they
have done no serious damage.

on this day august 12, 1914

THE GERMAN
PLAN OF
CAMPAIGN

In vino, vidi, vici
Sir, One believes in life only what one
wants to believe, and that’s why I
believe not drinking alcohol on
consecutive days is unbelievable
(“Avoid alcohol every other day”, Aug
9). The body gets used to a regular
consumption, and to interrupt it
causes more problems than it solves. I
don’t drink a lot but I drink
consistently, and long may it last.
quentin bell
Weybridge, Surrey

sign up for a weekly email
with extracts from
the times history of the war
ww1.thetimes.co.uk

Nude not lewd
Sir, Contrary to your report (Aug 9),
the Crown Estate’s part of Holkham
beach is again open for naturist use.
A recent poll found 3.7 million

Britons are occasional naturists. Far
from being “uncongenial”, beach
nudity is a healthy family activity.
duncan heenan
Niton, Isle of Wight

Sage maxim
Sir, Further to the letter “Maxim fun”
(Aug 9), I am ever grateful for the
wise advice of former Chaplain of the
Fleet, Archdeacon Barry Hammett,
who, seeing me struggling with the
complexities and heavy workload of
chaplaincy in a busy Royal Navy air
station, sagely remarked: “If a job’s
worth doing, it’s worth getting
somebody else to do it.”
simon springett
Portsmouth

Sir, My art teacher at school used to
say, “If you’re going to make a
mistake, make a jolly big one”. Alas,
none of my paintings ever graced the
walls of the art room.
elspeth evans
Chalfont St Giles, Bucks

Deterring art crime
Sir, Apropos “Art of Detection”
(Magazine, Aug 9), your profile of the
Art Loss Register, it would be quite
easy to implement a viable deterrent
to art crime. Every piece, whether
looted antiquity or made recently, has
a provenance that can be determined
scientifically and/or by painstaking
research. What is missing is a non-
profit Centre for Provenance
Research, wholly independent and

wholly funded by a tiny levy on the
sale of art, say, of a value of $5,000 or
more, to perform the scrutiny
required. The international market of
2013 produced roughly $60 billion in
sales. Even half that value subjected
to a .05 per cent levy would produce a
budget of $150 million per year to
staff and supply the centre. This is no
burden on the market.
As art grows more expensive and

the pool of rich buyers expands, so
does the number of fakes, forgeries
and stolen or looted works. Why not
create an agency, for the benefit of art
buyers and underwritten by them,
where works of questionable origin
may be vetted before being sold?
gerald fitzgerald
South Dartmouth, Massachusetts

Time to cut tax
Sir, In your leading article (Taxing
Times, Aug 11) you correctly highlight
several problems with taxation.
Successive chancellors have found it
convenient to raise more funds by
failing to increase the threshold for
higher-rate income tax in line with
inflation. This has been referred to as
a “stealth tax” and has, as you say,
resulted in many who are not wealthy
being caught by the higher rate band.
The government should legislate to

ensure that the higher-rate threshold
should automatically rise with
inflation. The chancellor should
include this proposal in his autumn
statement.
john s burton
Cheltenham
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NHS boss of struggling
trust skips crisis meeting
An NHS boss earning £200,000 a year
for working a minimum of one day a
week failed to turn up to a crucial crisis
meeting, despite asking for the day to
be set aside so that he could attend.
Christopher Langley, who was

appointed chairman of Medway NHS
Foundation Trust in Kent in February,
was accused of being disrespectful and
rude after missing last week’s meeting.
He was due to answer questions at a
Medway council committee meeting
on failings at the Medway Maritime
Hospital in Gillingham. The trust was
put into special measures last year and
is at risk of being dissolved. Mr
Langley said: “My sole aim was to
guide the trust out of special measures
by improving the quality of care.”

Make sure staff take their
holidays, employers told
Employers have been urged to check
that staff take their full entitlement of
annual leave after a study found that
two out of five managers did not use
all their holiday last year. A third of
those who missed out on holidays
could not carry forward days owing,
with some losing a full week, a survey
of more than 1,000 managers showed.
The Institute of Leadership and

Management said 40 per cent of
managers agreed that there was room
for improvement in their work-life
balance. Charles Elvin, its chief
executive, said: “Workers come back
from leave refreshed, relaxed and
revitalised, which is ultimately great
for business. It should be a top priority
for employers to make sure their
employees use it rather than lose it.”

Silver Harrods cigar case won in wager with Selfridges boss has new owner in store
A silver cigar case in the shape of
Harrods that was paid for by the
owner of Selfridges after a bet
between the two stores’ owners, is
tipped to fetch £100,000 at auction.
The 2ft long case was made in 1927

at a cost of £400 as the result of
Harry Gordon Selfridge
having bet Sir Richard
Woodman Burbidge,
managing director of
Harrods, in 1917 that the

former’s store would come to outsell
its rival “within six years after the
declaration of peace [at the end of the
First World War].” The initial forfeit

was for the loser to
commission a

replica of their own store to present
to the winner. By 1924 Harrods was
outselling Selfridges, but when the bet
was called in Sir Richard asked for a
replica of his own store to be made.
The 1:285 scale model graced the

Harrods owner’s desk and was passed
down through his family after his
death in 1945. His descendants are
now selling it at Christie’s in London.
The auction will take place on

September 3.

Smile please A consultant physician captured this relaxed elephant seal basking in the sunshine on the Falkland Islands.
Phil Jones, from Aberystwyth, west Wales, was able to capture a whole host of shots of the pinnipeds during his visit

CATERS NEWS

Cyclist, 36, dies taking
steep hill in charity race
A civil servant collapsed and died as
he cycled up a hill while taking part
in an 86-mile charity race on Sunday.
Kris Cook, 36, from Woking, Surrey,

was 46 miles into the Prudential
RideLondon event when he
complained of sharp chest pains. He
went into cardiac arrest and collapsed
shortly afterwards. Nicola Tait, 35, his
partner, was among a group of friends
looking on.
Mr Cook, who worked for the

prison service, was raising money for
two hospices in Woking where his
grandparents were cared for. Since his
death, donations on his fundraising
website have more than doubled. Ms
Tait said: “He was just the most
wonderful person.”

Boy born without ears
gets pair made from ribs
A nine-year-old boy who was born
without ears has had a pair created
from his own ribs.
Kieran Sorkin, from Bushey,

Hertfordshire, was given the new ears
in an operation at Great Ormond
Street Hospital last week. Thanks to
previous surgery and hearing aids,
they are largely cosmetic.
Before the operation, Kieran said:

“I’ve always wanted big ears, and now
I’m finally going to have them.”
His father, David, said the surgery

had been Kieran’s decision and
would boost his son’s confidence
“no end”.
Kieran is still about 90 per cent

deaf, but when using hearing aids he
can “hear the wind blow and the birds
tweet”, his father added.
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Some of Ed Miliband’s flagship poli-
cies have been derided as catastro-
phic, pathetic and “wishy-washy” by
Labour’s own grass roots.
Party branches criticised policies

on the economy, housing, welfare
reform and education, as part of the
party’s agenda review on the Your
Britain website. The concerns echo
remarks by JonCruddas,who is over-
seeing Labour’s policy review, who
said this year that the party was
focusing on “cynical” policies that
“chime with focus groups”.
It cameas an ICMpoll gaveLabour

a seven-point lead over the Tories.
This marks a turnaround, as Labour
trailed the Tories by a percentage
point in ICM’s July poll.
Labour’s economic proposals were

described as “wishy-washy” bymem-
bers in Oxford. They said that the
party’s plans for fostering economic
growth were “bland”. In a personal
criticism ofMrMiliband’s decision to
adopt the slogan “OneNation” to de-
fine his vision for Britain, they said
that the phrase was “overused” and
more associated with the Tories.
The Oxford East and OxfordWest

branches also attacked the party’s
banking reforms. “Labour should
commit forcefully to separating retail
banking from riskier investment
banking, not just having a ‘tough ring
fence’,” they said. “Those are the sort
of weasel words used by the coalition

Got them licked Stamps showing former prime ministers are being issued by Royal
Mail. The four first-class and four 97p stamps range from William Pitt the Younger, who
served from 1783 to 1801, to Margaret Thatcher, who held office from 1979 to 1990

My father hated Churchill
but my mother was his
biggest fan, says Salmond

Alex Salmond’s father believed that
hanging was “too good” for Winston
Churchill, the Scottish first minister
recalled yesterday, giving the Edin-
burgh International Book Festival an
insight intohis life away frompolitics.
In a frank discussion with the his-

torian Sir Tom Devine, Mr Salmond
also laid much of the blame for the
collapse of the Royal Bank of Scot-
land at London’s door.
Speaking37days the independence

vote, he was asked how the Scottish
National Party had gone from being
“a sect” in the 1950s and 1960s to the
electoral force it was now. He said
that his party had embraced a
broader spectrum of Scot-
tish opinion, and Scotland
had changed “in termsof at-
titude and identity”.
He said: “My late mother,

for example . . . her attitudes
were moulded by the
Second World War, the
struggle against fascism.
My mum used to think
Winston Churchill was

the greatest man who ever lived. My
dad, of course, thought we should
hang him. That was a family dispute.
I remember once, I actually said that
to a journalist. There was a headline
that said, ‘Salmond’s father wants to
hang Churchill’. This was about what
he did to the miners and things like
that. So I phoned upmy dad and said
‘I probably shouldn’t have said that’.
He said, ‘No, you shouldn’t’ . . . did I
teach you nothing? Hanging was too
good for that man’.”
Churchill, as home secretary, had

sent troops to intervene in the south
Wales miners’ dispute of 1910 when
there was rioting in Tonypandy.
Mr Salmond said the different atti-

tudes in his family showed both the
strong British identity and the devel-
oping Scottish identity.
However, a new survey has shown
that Scots are feeling increasingly
British as the referendum ap-

proaches. Academics at Scot-
Cen Social Research,
which produces the
Scottish Social Atti-
tudes survey, said
that the Scots’
“sense of British
identity has been
rekindled over
the past three
years”. When
asked to choose

one identity, the proportion who say
they are British has increased from
15per cent in 2011, to 23 per cent now,
while thosewho say they are Scottish
has fallen from 75 per cent to 65 per
cent. Research also shows that, while
support for a ‘yes’ vote is up fraction-
ally— to 39 per cent— Scots are be-
coming increasingly uncertain of the
benefits it might bring. Thirty-eight
per cent think that Scotland’s voice in
the world would be weaker — up
from 25 per cent last year — while
44per cent think the economywould
be worse, up ten points.
The survey, based on 1,339 inter-

views between May 12 and July 17,
also shows that Mr Salmond still
lacks support from women. Only 27
per cent now back independence,
compared with 39 per cent of men.
Mr Salmondwas given his toughest

timeyesterdaybyamanwho said that
RBSandHBOS,whichownstheBank
of Scotland,were saved by theUK.He
replied: “The Royal Bank of Scotland
got into trouble essentially from the
merger of ABNAmro but basically its
capital markets business. The Royal
BankofScotlandmarketsdivisionwas
the original Natwest capital markets
division supplementedbyABNAmro.
There hasn’t been ever a single em-
ployee of that division working in
Scotland. Every person that works in
the markets division is in London.”

Lindsay McIntosh
Scottish Political Editor

Miliband’s policies are
branded catastrophic
by Labour grass roots

and we should avoid meaningless
phrases.”
Members in Manchester Withing-

ton said that the party should “state
more clearly that the crisis is not just
a cost of living crisis, it’s an inequality
crisis”. Ilford members, in Greater
London, criticised the “Gove-type
language” deployed to spell out its
education policies, while Carol Hay-
ton, amember who sits on the party’s
national policy forum, said that La-
bour’s housing pledges were “hugely
disappointing, if not catastrophic”.
Labour’s branch in Ulverston,

Cumbria, criticised the party’s
“pathetic” plans on welfare reform.
The criticisms came as Labour

continued its summer offensive on
the “cost of living crisis”, releasing
figures suggesting that the income of
the self-employed has fallen by
£2,000on average since 2010. Labour
said the gross income of the self-
employed fell by 14 per cent between
2010 and last year, compared with a
9per cent fall for those in regular
employment.
Chuka Umunna, the shadow busi-

ness secretary, said: “To start out on
your own and become your own boss
takes grit, determination and energy.
This entrepreneurial spirit should be
encouraged, but worryingly under
the Tory-led government the situa-
tion has gone into reverse.”
Chris Grayling, the justice secre-

tary, said Labour planned to raise
national insurance if it won the
election. Labour denies the claim.

Michael Savage
Chief Political Correspondent

Mothers ‘miss
out on career
opportunities’
Richard Ford Home Correspondent

Six out of ten mothers think their
careers were derailed and they were
discriminated against after becom-
ing pregnant, according to research
published today.
Theybelieve that theyweredenied

career opportunities and said they
found themselves sidelined and
placedonwhatequality campaigners
call the “mummy track”.
Women had to prove themselves

all over againupon returning towork
and often felt that less-experienced
colleagueshadbeenpromotedahead
of them while they were on mater-
nity leave, the research said.
KiranDaurka, a lawyer at Slater &

Gordon, which carried out the
survey, said: “Some employers don’t
seem to value mothers in the work-
place at all and we hear fromwomen
who are sidelined from the minute
they announce their pregnancy.
“But the desire to keep their job

means that often women feel they
have to turn a blind eye andwatch as
their male peers get promoted to
senior management.”
Research from an online poll of

2,003 working mothers who have
hadachild in thepast tenyears found
that three quarters reported their
bosses were less interested in their
careers after they had given birth.
Almost half of women said that

they were made to feel guilty for
taking maternity leave and six in ten
said that they believed their career
options were limited as soon as they
announced they were pregnant.

Alex Salmond says
that Scotland has
changed its attitude
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Cairo talks

Fears grow of invasion as
Putin sends aid to rebels
The riskofwar inUkraine lurched clos-
er last night after President Putin
announced a “humanitarian convoy”
to rebel-held cities in the east, the for-
mula thatWestern leaders warned that
Russia would use as a pretext for an
invasion.
According to the Kremlin, Mr Putin

told JoséManuelBarroso, theEUpresi-
dent, that Russia would send the con-
voy under the auspices of the Inter-
national Red Cross. Mr Barrosos’s ac-
count of the telephone call made no
reference to such an agreement but
stressed that hewarnedRussia “against
any unilateral military actions in
Ukraine, under any pretext, including
humanitarian”.
The Ukrainian foreign ministry an-

nounced an international humanitar-
ianeffort toeaseconditions for civilians
in Luhansk region, one of two areas
heldbypro-Russian rebels in theeast. It
will includeRussianaidbutnotRussian
soldiers, the government said. Russia
said the convoy would leave shortly.
AUkrainian government source said

theRussian statementmeant the riskof
war had “gone up” and added: “We
should not exclude any possibility.”
President Obama told President Po-

roshenko ofUkraine in a telephone call
that he would support the aid mission.
The development came after Nato’s

secretary general predicted a “high
probability” of a Russian invasion of
Ukraine to relieve the rebels encircled
in Donetsk and Luhansk.
Nato said last week that a potential

invasion force of 20,000Russian troops
was massed on the Ukrainian border.
Anders Fogh Rasmussen said: “We

see the Russians developing the narra-
tive and the pretext for such an opera-
tion under the guise of a humanitarian
operation and we see a military build-
up that could be used to conduct such
illegal military operations in Ukraine.”
Kiev has continued to squeeze

Ukraine’s most important industrial
city from all sides with artillery bom-
bardments and raids on separatist posi-
tions in outlying towns and villages by
irregular pro-Ukrainian militias, gam-
bling thatPresidentPutinwill not risk a
direct intervention.
A spokesman for the Ukrainian mili-

tary said that the army was in the “final
stages” of recapturing Donetsk, a fore-
cast that looked premature even before
Mr Putin’s statement. The spokesman
repeated calls for civilians to leaveDon-
etsk and Luhansk, the two largest cities
under separatist control, though it isun-
clear how feasible a mass exodus is.
Fighting is continuingon theperime-

ters of both cities, and the road previ-
ously considered to be the last safe
route out of Donetsk came under rock-
et fire fromUkrainian positions several
times over the weekend.
As theprospectofa final reckoning in

Donetsk looms the hundreds of thou-
sands of frightened residents who re-
main in the city are trappedbetweenan
encircling army and a self-appointed
rebel forcewhichhas imposeda curfew,
hijacked private cars, carried out

punishment beatings and formed
forced labour squads for people it ac-
cuses of antisocial behaviour.
Leaders of the insurgency against

Kiev’s authority in east Ukraine have
made repeated requests to Russia to
step in to shore up their two shrinking
and unrecognised republics. Mr Putin
is under pressure from nationalists in-
side Russia to protect Russian speakers
in eastUkraine andnot to squander the
patriotic goodwill earned by his annex-
ation of Crimea, which has seen his ap-
proval rating soar to 87 per cent.
Sergei Lavrov, the Russian foreign

minister, said that Kiev’s goal appeared
to be “towipe southeasternUkraine off
the faceof theEarthandtocompelRus-
sians to go, and to populate the region
with thosewho look at our nations’ his-
tory, culture, friendship and centuries-
old ties from a different angle”.
Russia earlier ruled out a unilateral

humanitarian operation yesterday.
Dmitry Peskov, President Putin’s
spokesman, said that Moscow would
send humanitarian aid only as part of
an agreed international mission.
Donetsk was quieter yesterday after

a weekend of rocket and shell fire. The
centre remainedeerily calmandalmost
entirely undamaged, although a hospi-
tal close to a rebel headquarters just off
the city’s most prestigious shopping
street had been hit several times.
Houses andblocksof flats on theout-

skirts have also been struck, killing ci-
vilians. On Sunday night, five shells
landed on Donetsk Correctional
Colony number 124, a prison, less than
three miles from the front line.
Maxim Rovinsky, a spokesman for

the city council, said that the damage
sparkeda riot inwhich 106prisonerses-
caped. They included murderers, rob-
bers and rapists. About 40 were still at
large yesterday afternoon.
“Koba”, a spokesman for the Vostok

Battalion, one of several pro-Russian
armed bands in Donetsk, said that one
manwas killedwhen “half his headwas
tornoff” and tenprisonerswere injured
He claimed that Ukrainian forces

had targeted the jail in a “provocation”
to unleash criminals on to the streets
andcreatepanicamongthepopulation.
At a bus stop opposite a mine that

closed last week, “Petrovich”, 70, railed
against what he called the govern-
ment’s pointless strategy of bombing
insignificant targets. He said he had
been unable to collect his pension for
months, and that he survived on fruit
and vegetables from a friend’s garden.
Edward Lucas, page 17
Justin Webb, page 18

Ukraine
Ben Hoyle Donetsk

Israel and the Islamist militant group
Hamas warned last night that ceasefire
talks in Cairo were the last chance to
secure an agreement between the two
sides, but prospects appeared bleak.
A delegation from Jerusalem

returned to Cairo yesterday after the
72-hour pause in fighting began — the
second such truce agreed by Israel and
Hamas in less than a week.
It is difficult to see how seemingly

insurmountable gaps between the sides
would be bridged. Hamaswants an end
to the eight-year blockade on the Gaza
Strip, a demand crucial to its objective
to declare victory to its people after a
war that has cost nearly 2,000Palestin-
ians their lives. Israel, which views
Hamas as a terrorist organisation, is
highly unlikely to agree to such a plan.
Egypt, meanwhile, refuses to discuss

Israel
Gregg Carlstrom Tel Aviv
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President’s historic mission
to restore Russia’s might
Analysis Charles Bremner

As Vladimir
Putin ratchets
up the tension,

diplomats and
politicians are
worried that the
West’s belated
response to his
Ukrainian adventure
has been driven by
wishful thinking. This
has held that Mr
Putin is an
opportunist who will
draw back under
pressure. Not enough
attention was paid to
his sense of historic
mission to restore
Russian might.
He has improvised

his tactics with each
episode. For months,
he made the most of
the West’s hesitation,
seizing Crimea then
leaning hard on
southeast Ukraine.
The US and Europe
thought that the
picture changed with
last month’s shooting
down of flight MH17
by Russia’s proxy
forces. With western
resolve stiffened, it
was supposed, he
would draw back from

invasion under the
punishment of
sanctions. However,
as Ukrainian forces
strangle Donetsk, it
seems more plausible
that Mr Putin never
intended to back off.
He blew a raspberry

at world outrage over
flight MH17, increased
support for the
insurrection and
massed troops at the
frontier. At the same
time, he has rallied
public opinion with
Soviet-style
propaganda that casts
Ukraine as fascist; he
is riding a wave of
popularity fuelled by

the sense that Russia
has been humiliated
for two decades by an
arrogant West. And in
response to the
sanctions, he has
made a virtue out of
necessity, depicting
them as an
encouragement to the
self-reliance that was
Russia’s goal for
centuries.
Mr Putin seems to

be preparing for a
long haul. He will not
throw in the towel
without a lot more
pressure and some
serious diplomacy
from Washington and
Europe’s big capitals.

RIA NOVOSTI /CAMERA PRESS

Militia at a border crossing near Luhansk. Kiev has agreed to allow in Russian aid

A Russian tank firing yesterday in rehearsals for a
military exhibition in Zhukovsky, near Moscow
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and ceasefire ‘are last chance for peace in Gaza’
opening up its border toGaza, at Rafah,
unless Hamas cedes control of the
border to the moderate Palestinian
Authority, which runs the West Bank.
Fawzi Barhoum, a senior member of

Hamas, said: “There will be no backing
down from our position.”
Gilad Erdan, Israel’s communica-

tions minister, told Army Radio: “If we
cannot make certain of [quiet] through
a political route, we will launch a mili-
tary operation for a complete occupa-
tion of the Gaza Strip.”
Residents of Gaza used the ceasefire

to return to theirhomes,manyofwhich
have been destroyed. More than
400,000 people have been displaced by
the war, a quarter of the population,
according to the United Nations.
More than 1,900 Palestinians have

been killed during the past five weeks,
most of them civilians; 67 Israelis have
also died, all but three of them soldiers.
The political drama came as IHH,

theTurkishgovernment-linkedcharity
that launched an ill-fated aid flotilla
to break the blockade on theGaza Strip
in 2010, announced plans to send a
second fleet.
Nine Turks died after Israeli com-

mandos boarded and fired on the
Mavi Marmara aid ship, causing a rift
in Turkish-Israeli relations that
remains unhealed. Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Turkey’s prime minister and
president-elect, has condemnedIsrael’s
military campaign against Hamas,
telling supporters that “their barbarism
has surpassed even Hitler’s”.
As negotiations continued, diplo-

mats in Cairo said that Hamas was
pushing for a deepwater port to be built
in Gaza, an idea which was dismissed
until recently as an unrealistic negoti-
ating ploy. The port would allow Gaza
to access the outside world independ-
ently of its neighbours. Israel believes
Hamaswould use it to importweapons.

ROBYN PRESTON/BARCROFT MEDIA

India’s education
minister boasts of her
‘degree’ from Yale
Page 30

The French builders
who struck gold
(and kept quiet)
Page 29

Mara from Tanzania into Kenya during the Great Migration. Crocodiles lie in wait for stragglers, and of 1.7 million wildebeest that start the journey 250,000 will die

Radio show
reveals couple
are brother
and sister
Brazil
James Hider Sao Paulo

A Brazilian couple with a six-year-old
daughter have discovered that they are
brother and sister after finding out the
identity of the mother neither of them
had seen since they were infants.
The bizarre twist of fate was made

even stranger by the way in which
Adriana, 39, and Leandro, 37, discov-
ered they were siblings.
In search of the mother she had not

seen since she was one year old,
Adriana contacted a local radio show,
The Time is Now, which specialises in
reuniting lost relatives.
Adriana, a cosmetics saleswoman,

had a tearful encounter on the show
with her lost mother, Maria, who said
she had been forced to abandon the girl
when she was only a year old because
her own husband had been abusive. In
tears, the two women promised they
would meet up.
However, as the recording went on,

Adriana asked her mother if she had
had any other children.
“Yes, I hadLeandro, but thatwaswith

another man, he wasn’t your father,”
Maria said.
At that point her daughter cried, and

told Maria: “I can’t believe what you’re
saying. Leandro is my husband.”
The show’s presenter asked thename

of Leandro’s father, confirming that the
couple were in fact half-siblings. “Now
I’m scared to go home and find out that
Leandro doesn’t want me any more. I
love him so much,” Adriana said.
Adriana later admitted that she had

always harboured a nagging suspicion
that she might have unwittingly paired
up with her own brother, since one of
the two birth certificates he had been
issued with listed his mother’s name as
Maria, the same as her own.
The other one did not list the

mother's name. Leandro, a lorry driver,
had been abandoned by his mother at
the age of eight.
The couple met after Adriana’s mar-

riage of 15 years broke down. They
moved in together and had a daughter,
becoming common-law husband and
wife.
The show caught up with the couple

two days later, and they said they had
been deeply shaken by the revelation,
but had decided they would stay
together.
“Only death is going to separate us.

All this happened because Godwanted
it to happen,” said Adriana, although
she admitted things would have been
different had they known of their real
relationship before they fell in love.
“We had a family meeting and told

everyone that we are going to remain
husband and wife, whatever anyone
might think,” she said. “We have so
many plans together, nothing is going
to break us up, nothing.”
They said they planned tomeet their

mother soon, and did not blame her for
abandoning them. The couple had
never officiallymarried, andwill be un-
able to do so now under Brazilian law.
According to scientists, a phenome-

non known as genetic sexual attraction
canoccurwhenestranged familymem-
bers meet up as adults.
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Anti-missile
radar impresses
South Korea

The South Korean
government is
interested in Israel’s
Iron Dome anti-missile
system, its
manufacturer claims
(Gregg Carlstrom
writes).
The system has

intercepted 543 rockets
fired from the Gaza
Strip, according to the
Israeli army, with a
success rate of more
than 90 per cent —
a figure that has
impressed South
Korea, according to
Yedidia Ya’ari, the

chief executive of
Rafael Advanced
Defence Systems.
It is impossible to

verify the army’s
figures, and several
experts have cast doubt
on Iron Dome’s
efficiency, but only

three people have been
killed in Israel in
rocket attacks.
It isn’t cheap. Each

battery costs about
$50 million (£29.8
million), and experts
say each interception
costs at least $30,000.
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Boy, 2, emerges as first ebola victim Dewani wants phone
record of killer’s lawyer
Johannesburg Shrien Dewani, the
British businessman accused of
ordering the murder of his wife
on their South African
honeymoon, is suing the lawyer
of one her killers for his phone
records in the two weeks after her
death (Ruth Maclean writes).
Zola Tongo, a taxi driver who

took Mr Dewani and his wife,
Anni, to the township where she
was shot in the throat in
November 2010, said that Mr
Dewani offered him £1,300 to kill
his new wife. William da Grass,
Tongo’s lawyer, has until Friday to
produce the records. Mr Dewani
has been in Cape Town’s main
psychiatric hospital since he was
extradited from the UK in April.

Rouhani attacks critics
Tehran President Rouhani of Iran
told hardliners who are opposed
to making a deal with the West
over its nuclear programme to go
“to hell”. Iran must reach a final
deal in exchange for an easing of
sanctions by November 24, and
Mr Rouhani is under pressure to
give little away. “Any time there is
going to be negotiations, a
handful say we are shaking. Well,
to hell. Go and find a warm place
for yourself,” he said. (AP)

Right-to-die in demand
Zurich A Swiss organisation that
helped 459 people to end their
lives last year says that it has had
a big increase in applications this
summer. About 18 months ago,
Exit received 30 to 60 requests a
day from people wanting to join
and make a living will. It says that
this has risen to 60 to 100 a day. It
now has 75,000 members. A living
will is used to specify how a
person wishes to be treated if they
are gravely ill. (Reuters)

Men flee circumcision
Nairobi While the circumcision
season is celebrated by the
Kenyan Bukusu ethnic group,
uncircumcised men from other
tribes take flight. At least 12 have
been forcibly circumcised and
others have sought refuge in
police stations. The Bukusu uses
simple tools and no anaesthesia.
A 13-year-old boy lost his penis
after it was chopped off by
accident, according to local press
reports quoting his parents. (AP)

Suu Kyi’s army petition
Naypyidaw Burma’s parliament
could consider a petition by Aung
San Suu Kyi’s opposition calling
for an end to the army’s veto on
amending the constitution, the
house speaker said. Ms Suu Kyi is
barred from becoming president.
“MPs can consider the people’s
voice,” said Shwe Mann, speaker
of parliament’s combined houses
and leader of the ruling party. Ms
Suu Kyi wants changes before
next year’s elections. (AFP)

Putin’s pawn wins poll
Oslo A protégé of Vladimir Putin
who claimed that aliens abducted
him from his balcony in 1997 was
re-elected to run the World Chess
Federation, defeating one of the
Russian president’s harshest
critics. In a vote disputed before it
started, Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, a
former president of the Russian
Republic of Kalmykia, beat Garry
Kasparov, the Russian dissident
and former world champion, by
110 votes to 61. (Reuters)

SEAN GALLUP/GETTY IMAGES

South African leader ‘has
miners’ blood on his hands’

South Africa’s deputy president was
accused of having “blood on his
hands” last night as he appeared at
an inquiry into the killing of 34
miners by police in 2012 at theMari-
kana platinum mine.
Cyril Ramaphosa was the leader

of South Africa’s biggest mining
union in the 1980s but is now a di-
rector of Lonmin, the mine’s British
owner. The inquiry was told that he
was asked by the company to use his
government connections on their
behalf to “protect life and property”.
South African security forces

killed more civilians at the mine
than at any other single event since
the end of apartheid, and it has been
comparedwith the Sharpevillemas-
sacre of 1960, in which white police
opened fire on black protesters.
Emails showed that Mr Rama-

phosa, who led negotiations to end
apartheid and is expected to succeed
President Zuma, persuaded themin-

ing minister to characterise strikers
as “dastardly criminal” and asked
the police minister to beef up num-
bers at the mine.
Dumisa Ntsebeza, representing

the dead miners' families, said: “A
person in your position with your
track record should know to make
sure that nothing that happened in
Sharpeville happened . . . You’re not
just a member of Lonmin, you are
Cyril Ramaphosa.”
Mr Ntsebeza also asked why, if he

could negotiate the end of apartheid,
he could not negotiate the end of a
miners’ pay dispute. “With a grave
situation unfolding at themine, I felt
duty bound to help— to prevent fur-
ther loss of life,”MrRamaphosa said.
Emails showed that two days

before the confrontation that led to
the killings Lonmin executives were
worried about its plummeting stock
price. Yet, Mr Ntsebeza said, the
company made a “concerted effort
not to negotiate higher wages”.
Mr Ramaphosa’s fortune is esti-

mated at £400 million.

South Africa
Ruth Maclean Johannesburg

Liberia
Jerome Starkey

Liberia’s armed forces sealed off an
entire region yesterday as part of
desperate quarantine measures to
stop the spread of ebola.
President Sirleaf’s decision to

close off Lofa county, in the north of
the country, came as scientists
identified the outbreak’s first victim
—a two-year-old boy who died in
Guéckédou,Guinea, onDecember6
last year.
A week after he died, his mother

died, according to research by more
than 30 doctors. Although none of
the early patients was tested for
ebola, they presented symptoms
of the disease, which include
diarrhoea and vomiting. The boy’s
three-year-old sister died on
December 29 and their grand-
mother died on New Year’s Day.
A nurse and a midwife both died

of the disease on February 2, but by
then it had spread to three sur-
rounding villages.
Doctors, nurses and relativeswho

care for the sick are themost at risk,
especially when an outbreak starts
because theydonot knowwhat they
are dealing with. It was not until

March 10 that health officials in
Guéckédou, 10km from the shared
border of Liberia, Sierra Leone and
Guinea, alerted Guinea’s health
ministry to “clusters of a mysterious
disease”, according toa report inThe
New England Journal of Medicine.
Almost 1,000 people have now

died from ebola, which is spread by
bodily fluids and in severe cases
causes patients to bleed through
their eyes and ears.
The report said that all of the

cases appeared to stem from “a
single introduction of the virus into
the human population . . . [from a]
presumed animal source”. The
disease is carried by fruit bats.
Three countries in West Africa

have declared national emergen-
cies, and patients suspected of
having the disease have been quar-
antined in Canada, Saudi Arabia,
Rwanda and Hong Kong, although
none has tested positive.
“From now on, no one will be al-

lowed togo toLofa,noonewill come
out of there,” President Sirleaf said.

“We want to protect areas that have
not yet been affected.”
In Nigeria, two people have died

and ten others have tested positive
for thedisease after itwasbrought in
by a patient on a plane from the
Liberian capital, Monrovia. Patrick
Sawyer, who worked as a financial
consultant to the Liberian govern-
ment, flew via Ghana and changed
planes in Togo. His wife said that he
had been due to visit America a few
days after he died.
Two American missionaries who

contracted the virus in Monrovia
were flown to a hospital in Atlanta,
where they were treated with an
experimental drug that appeared to
help them recover. A Spanish priest,
flown back toMadrid last week, will
also get the untested drug.
Onyenbuchi Chukwu, Nigeria’s

health minister, said he had asked
US officials about the serum, which
is made by growing antibodies in
tobacco plants and takes months to
produce. He was told there were
virtually no doses available.

Staff go through the decontamination procedure at a unit in Berlin. A German student in Rwanda is suspected of having ebola
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Severe drought threatens to put Panama canal out of business

Riots and looting in St Louis after
police shot dead unarmed teenager
Tensions between the authorities and
minority groups in a city in midwest
America reached a new high after
police shot dead an unarmed black
man, sparking riots and looting.
St Louis, Missouri, was counting the

cost of Sunday night’s rioting, which
saw a convenience store pillaged and
burnt and a clothes store,mobile phone
shop and branch ofWalmart robbed by
armed and masked men taking advan-
tage of the tension. Thirty two people
were arrested.
James Knowles, the mayor of the

predominantly black suburb of
Ferguson, appeared on local television
to say that a peaceful protest planned
for last night had been cancelled and
that any peoplewho gatheredwould be
arrested. “Last night, everything lost
control,” he said. “Right now, the small
group of people are creating a huge
mess. Contributing to the unrest that is
going on is not going to help.”
The violent scenes followed an

uneasy stand-off outside a local police
station after Michael Brown, 18, was
shot dead on Saturday.
Details of his death are still not

clear, but Mr Brown and a friend
were said to have been involved in a
scuffle with a police officer.
According to Jon Belmar, the police

chief, the officer involved was pushed
back into his patrol car byMr Brown or
the other youth. A shot was fired from
the officer’s gun inside the car. The
scuffle spilled into the street and Mr
Brown was shot several times about
35ft from the car.
Witnesses said that the incident

appeared to have startedwhen the offi-
cer objected to the pair walking down
the middle of the street. After a verbal
confrontation, the officer was report-
edly trying to getMrBrown into his car
when the scuffle began.
Piaget Crenshaw, 18, said that the of-

ficer fired as the teenagers ran away.
She saidMr Brown turned and held
up his hands to show that he was
unarmed but was hit by two
more shots and died in the
street. The officer has been
suspended.
Mr Brown’s family have enlist-

ed the lawyer who acted for the
family of Trayvon Martin, the

teenagershot dead in Florida in 2012 by
security guard George Zimmerman.
That case, which ended with a jury

clearing Mr Zimmerman of murder,
led to a period of soul-searching about
the way in which the US justice system
treated young black men.
However, the Trayvon Martin case

did not lead to scenes of unrest.
America’s sluggish economic recov-

eryhas left St Louis laggingbehind, and
Mr Brown lived in a suburb that has
more deprivation than elsewhere in the
city. He had been due to start at a local
college yesterday. His mother, Lesley
McSpadden, who learnt of his death

whenshewassentapictureofhimlying
in the street, said: “Do you know how
hard it was for me to get him to stay in
school and graduate? You know how
many black men graduate? Not many.
Because you bring them down to this
type of level, where they feel like they
don’t got nothing to live for anyway.”
James Clark, vice president of the St

Louis charity Better Family Life, said:
“Wehave neglected the urban areas for
decades now, so you have individuals
who are tired, angry, frustrated and
who have a very short fuse. After the
dust settles, we need to develop strong,
aggressive outreach programmes.”

United States
David Taylor US Editor

Barneys New
York stopped
black shoppers

Barneys, the department store group,
has agreed to pay $525,000 in fines and
legal costs after security guards were
suspected of carrying out surveillance
on black and Latino customers, dispro-
portionately stopping them on suspi-
cion of theft and credit-card fraud.
According to complaints reviewedby

Eric Schneiderman, New York’s attor-
ney-general, security staff at theMadi-
son Avenue store appeared to have
carried out racial profiling against
shoppers after a surge in missing stock.
His office began investigating the

issue after a spate of complaints last
year that the security staff of several
NewYorkstoreswere stoppingcustom-
ers for “shopping while black”.
The attorney-general’s office said it

had been told that door guards were
hired who “exclusively identified [eth-
nic] minority customers as warranting
surveillance”, and that in-store detect-
ives “followed [ethnic] minority cus-
tomers” even when employees on the
shop floor identified the suspects as
regular customers.
So intense was the scrutiny of black

and Latino customers that some sales
staff avoided serving them, according
to one complaint, so they would not be
contacted by the loss prevention office.
A black nursing student who bought

a suede handbag fromBarneys said she
was surrounded by four detectives who
accused her of credit-card fraud.
Another black student, Trayon

Christian, 19, said he had been accosted
after leaving theBarneys store onMad-
ison Avenue, after buying a belt for
$349 (£207). One of the detectives was
said to have asked how he could afford
it.Hewas said tohavebeendetained for
two hours, despite producing a receipt,
his debit card and identification.
Yesterday Barneys agreed to pay the

$525,000 and promised to institute
measures to halt discrimination and
“excessive use of force” against black
and Latino customers. Mr Schneider-
man said the agreementwould “correct
a number of wrongs”.
The allegations proved particularly

awkward for Barneys, which had hired
Jay Z, the rap musician, to design a
range of products. The Rev Al Sharp-
ton, the civil rights activist, wrote that
“on the one hand, they want to expand
their brand to the urban market, but
then they turn around and see us as
suspects rather than prospects”.
Mark Lee, the chief executive of Bar-

neys New York, said: “We are a truly
progressive company that has abso-
lutely no tolerance for discrimination
of any kind, and believe this agreement
will help build on that commitment”.

United States
Will Pavia New York

Water cops sent to
patrol city’s lawns
Some claim they were let down by
leaky plumbing. Others are caught
sprinkling a parched lawn. The city
of Santa Cruz, 60 miles south of San
Francisco, is no longer accepting
excuses. As California suffers a third
year of severe drought, Santa Cruz is
employing “water cops” to catch
anyone watering lawns between
10am and 5pm. Those who exceed
tight quota limits are being fined or
sent to “water school” to learn the
error of their ways.

The Panama Canal may have to limit
the size of ships passing through the
waterway because Central America is
facing its worst drought in decades,
lowering water levels from the lakes
that feed into it.
The canal is the central plank of the

country’s economy, and the threat
comesat theendofacostlydisputeover
the expansion of the route, which cele-
brates its centenary this year.
Jorge Luis Quintano, the head of the

Panama Canal Authority, said that his
organisation might have to limit the

passage of super-container ships by the
end of this year or early next if the
drought continues.
The region has been suffering a

drought that meteorologists blame
on the El Niño weather phenomenon
in the Pacific.
The drought has led to the deaths

of thousands of cattle. It has also dried
up crops and forced cities to ration
electricity because of failing hydro-
electric stations and a surge in the use
of air conditioning.
Costa Rica, Honduras and Guat-

emalahavedeclared states of emergen-
cies in the worst affected areas. The
governments of El Salvador and

Nicaragua have started funds to help
afflicted farmers.
The timing is bad for Panama, whose

48-mile, lock-assisted canal is the
lifeblood of a country created to ac-
commodate it. Panama has spent more
than $5.2 billion (£3.1 billion) to expand
the waterway to accommodate a new
generation of gargantuan container
ships that mostly bring Chinese goods
to America’s eastern seaboard.
The expansion, which entails deep-

ening the canal by 1.2metres (4ft) and
building two locks at either end, was
already months behind schedule when
a dispute erupted earlier this year
with the Spanish-led construction

consortium, which said that the work
would cost $1.6 billion more than
expected. By the time the dispute was
resolved, the prospect of a drought was
already overshadowing the project.
Mr Quintano said that he hoped for

more rainfall in the wet season, from
October to December, but that last
November’s rainswere the lowest in the
canal’s history.
Nicaragua is planning to build a

$40 billion canal of its own with the
help of a consortium in Hong Kong.
Last week, Egypt announced an

$8 billion upgrade of the Suez Canal,
which could almost double its capacity
to 97 vessels a day.

Panama
James Hider

Thirty two were arrested after the unrest in the predominantly black suburb

Michael Brown,
who was shot dead
by a police officer

DAVID CARSON/AP; ROBERT COHEN/AP
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Kith and kine A young boy drinks milk at Nepal’s festival of cows, during which families
who have lost a relative in the past year join a procession in Kathmandu leading a cow

Erdogan’s rival threatens a showdown

The Turkish president-elect’s appar-
ent plan to install a placeman as
prime minister faced its first chal-
lenge last night, as his rival and
former political ally announced his
return to politics.
Abdullah Gul, the departing

president, announced his return to
the party, setting the scene for a
possible showdownwithRecepTayy-
ip Erdogan.
“Returning tomyparty is the natu-

ral thing,” saidMrGul, who served as
prime minister after the Justice and
Development (AK)Partywas elected

in 2002. “I am its founder, its first
prime minister and the president.”
No sooner had he made his

announcement, however, than Mr
Erdogan’s loyalists started trying to
discredit Mr Gul. “One should know
when to leave at the top,” said Samil
Tayyar, an AK party deputy.
Mr Erdogan has made no secret of

his desire to keep runningTurkey de-
spite the role of head of state being
largely ceremonial, and it was as-
sumed that a loyal placeholderwould
occupy his former office of prime
minister, with Ahmet Davutoglu, the
foreign minister, and Binali Yildirim,
the former transport minister widely
mentioned in Turkish media. How-

ever, Mr Erdogan’s victory in the
presidential election, at just short of
52 per cent, was belowwhatAKstrat-
egists expected, and may throw the
race open to a heavyweight such as
Mr Gul.
The question of the party’s leader-

ship is vital, with a general election
next June. With a faltering economy
and growing risks of spillover from
civil wars in Iraq and Syria, the party
fears that itmaynotmaintain itsposi-
tion without Mr Erdogan’s charisma.
“Putting a nonentity at the head of

the AKP is likely to be inimical to the
party’s ability to increase its populari-
ty,” said Sinan Ulgen, of Edam, a
think-tank based in Istanbul.

Turkey
Alexander Christie-Miller Istanbul

NARENDRA SHRESTHA/EPA
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German lorry driver
fired 762 shots in
road rage campaign
A lorry driver shot at other motorists
whomheconsidered tobedrivingbadly
on 762 occasions over five years, a
German court heard yesterday.
Michael Harry K, 58, described by

prosecutors as a frustrated loner, alle-
gedly wanted to teach other drivers a
lesson after becoming angry at being
shunted from behind in an accident.
He was arrested in June last year

after policepiled resources intoapains-
taking operation in response to fears
that someone would be killed in the
shootings on the autobahns of Ger-
many and occasionally on the
motorways of neighbouring countries.
Nobody died in the attacks, although

one woman suffered a bullet wound
to the neck and another smashed her
car into a roadside barrier after her
vehicle was struck.
Three lorry drivers narrowly sur-

vived a crash caused by another attack.
Michael Harry K appeared in court

in Wuerzburg in northern Bavaria,
charged with five counts of attempted
murder as well as aggravated assault,
unlawful carrying of firearms, criminal
damage and dangerous behaviour on
the highway. The charge of attempted
murder carries a potential life sentence.
He has told police that he did not

intend to harm anyone. Investigators
said that they recovered hundreds
of rounds of ammunition from a
hedgerow near his home, two guns
fitted with silencers and a pen adapted
to fire a bullet.
He allegedly hid weapons in an

emptyair bagcompartmentof the lorry
cab or in a refrigerated compartment
next to the driver’s seat.
The shootings began in 2008, alle-

gedly triggered by a road accident in
which a lorry driver working for a large
haulage company was hit from behind
by another vehicle.
Car and lorry drivers alike were tar-

geted, with the shots usually hitting
the frame of the vehicle. As the
number of incidents rose, police set
up cameras on a route between
Cologne, Frankfurt and Nuremburg
with a high number of shootings to
catch the sniper.
By 2011, the weapon involved

changed from a .22 calibre to a 9mm
pistol with greater firepower. The sus-
pect was identified using images from
the cameras which enabled forensic
experts to trace back the flight of the
bullets to their likely source.
Michael Harry K faces a second

indictment of dangerous behaviour
for placing metal plates fixed with
nails in the road on 182 occasions in
2001 and 2012.

Germany
David Charter Berlin

French builders steal golden treasure trove

Builders have admitted stealing gold
bars and coins worth more than
£700,000 they found while digging in
the grounds of a house in Normandy.
The three men, who have been

charged with theft and selling stolen
goods, unearthed sealed jars contain-
ing 16 ingots and 600 gold $20 coins
dating from the 1920s, while using an
excavator at the house near Évreux.

Themen, who have not been named,
hid the trove from the owner and sold it
to a coin dealer, justice officials told
Paris-Normandie.
The gendarmerie tracked them

down after a bank alerted tax author-
ities to the deposit of cheques for
€270,000 (£215,000) and €30,000 in
one of the builders’ accounts.
The hoard, which was probably

buried during the Second World War,
was valued at €900,000.
While the workmen confessed im-

mediately, the coin dealer is pleading
not guilty to receiving stolen goods.
Thehomeowner,whowill be entitled

to the gold if nobody claims it, said: “I
remember telling themas a joke, ‘If you
find any treasure, tell me.’ ”
The builders, to whomhe served cof-

fee every morning, bought cars and
motorcycles, invested in financial prod-
ucts and improved their homes with
some of the money. Police also seized a
largequantityof cash.The fourwill face
trial within months.

France
Charles Bremner Paris

HOWIE GRAPEK/HOTSPOT MEDIA

How deep is your love? Bill and Lizbeth Frenier exchange vows 30ft underwater off the coast of Fort Lauderdale, Florida
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Chinese police chief invented way to get rich

A police chief with an annual traffic
control budgetof £200millionhasbeen
accused of spending much of it on
equipment for which he held the
patents.
Wu Changshun was held on suspi-

cion of corruption two days after he
retired as head of the public security
bureau in Tianjin, northern China.
Investigators are looking into the back-
ground of 35 patents he held, most
relating to traffic-control equipment.
His arrest is part of an anti-corrup-

tion drive spearheaded by President Xi.

However, whereas previous detainees
have been remarkable for the brazen-
ness of their embezzlement or the
riches they acquired, Mr Wu’s schem-
ing stands out for its ingenuity.
His rise to the top of the bureau came

after 11 years in Tianjin police’s traffic-
management department. During this
time that he decided to lead China in
the field of smart traffic systems — an
ambition for which majestic piles of
cashwere set asideand inwhichMrWu
appears tohave spottedanopportunity.
At the ageof 50, heobtained aPhD in

machine design, published scores of
academic-sounding papers and ensur-
ed that he was registered as a part-time

professor at 18 universities and
research centres.
Between 1999 and last year he

applied for 35 patents on “new” types of
traffic lights, roadside tests for drink-
drivers, guardrails, traffic monitoring
systems, various items of police equip-
ment and road signs. He is the sole
patent holder of four gadgets, and the
“lead inventor” of 31 others. His co-
inventors were mostly senior officials
in the police force’s facilities division.
Many of the items designed by Mr

Wu proved highly desirable to the offi-
cials in charge of procurement.When it
came to installing the new traffic lights,
for example, the contract was won by

the company that owns the user rights
to Mr Wu’s patents.
According to Chinese reports, the

country’s patent law means that the
inventor can claim 5 per cent royalties
on a product, but in reality can often
receive an even bigger piece of the
action. One Chinese newspaper, which
scrutinised 26 of the contracts put out
to tender, said 24 were won by research
teams or subordinate companies oper-
ating under the umbrella of the Public
Security Bureau controlled by Mr Wu.
Not all of thepatents related topolice

equipment, however. One was for an
ornament in the shape of “a small fat
boy holding a goldfish”.

China
Leo Lewis Beijing

India mocks
minister and
her six-day
Yale ‘degree’
India
Robin Pagnamenta Mumbai

India’s education minister was ridi-
culed last night after she boasted that
she had a degree from Yale University
even though she had attended only a
six-day workshop at the UScollege.
Smriti Irani, 38, a former actress and

politician in Narendra Modi’s Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP), bragged that
shehad attendedYale andwas awarded
a full degree, to hit back at critics who
had questioned her credentials for the
education job.
“I do have a degree from Yale Uni-

versitywhich I canbringout and show,”
Ms Irani, 38, told an audience in Delhi
at the India TodayWoman Summit.
However, she was soon mocked

when it emerged that her “degree” was
a certificate handed out after a six-day
workshop she attended last year with
other Indian MPs.
The 11MPs travelled toYale’s campus

in Connecticut in June for a course on
topics including nuclear non-prolifera-
tion and election reform.
The dispute over her qualifications

began when Ms Irani offered conflict-
ing versions to the election commis-
sion. As a candidate in the 2004 elec-
tions, Ms Irani, a former Miss India
finalist, declared that she earned a BA
from the University of Delhi in 1996.
A decade later she claimed that she

had studied for a Bachelor of Com-
merce Part-1 at the University of Delhi
in 1994.
It later emerged that shehadenrolled

for a course but had dropped out and
had never taken exams nor qualified.
Her remarks provoked mockery on

social media yesterday. Priyanka Chat-
urvedi, a Congress party spokes-
woman, wrote on Twitter thatMs Irani
had “forgot to mention her Yale degree
inher affidavit this time.But all her affi-
davits have different degrees, sigh.”
Her department was forced to rush

out a statement clarifying her com-
ments. “Her participation andpresence
[on the Yale programme] did result in
her getting a ‘certificate’ for the said
programme,” the ministry of human
resources development said.

Italian opera house falls
silent as austerity bites

I
taly’s austerity
programme has
claimed a high-
profile victim after
it emerged that

the country’s fourth-
largest opera house,
the Teatro Petruzzelli
in Bari, has cancelled
its autumn season
(Philip Willan writes).
Rebuilt after being

destroyed by an arson
attack 23 years ago,
the Petruzzelli was a
symbol of hope in
economically blighted
southern Italy.
However, at the end

of last month the
Petruzzelli foundation
announced a
€3 million
(£2.4 million)
reduction in its budget
for 2014, and the

cancellation of its
opera season for
October and
November.
A statement on the

theatre’s website says
that because of “a
necessary
remodulation of the
budget” it has been
forced to cancel three
Puccini operas and
Donizetti’s Lucia di
Lammermoor.
The Bari opera

house is not alone in
feeling the pinch.
Nationwide, opera
houses have run up
€300 million of debt.
A programme of

financial retrenchment
adopted at the Teatro
dell’Opera in Rome led
to the orchestra going
on strike last month.

GIOVANNI MARINO/GETTY IMAGES; DONATO FASANO/AP
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Carillion turns heat
on Balfour investors
Robert Lea, Alex Ralph,
Deirdre Hipwell

Carillionhas refused towalk away from
its rejected £3billion offer to merge
with Balfour Beatty, and has turned the
spotlight onaclaimby the construction
group’s executive chairman that it had
an independent future.
Balfour Beatty revealed that it had

spurned a second offer from Carillion,
its rival infrastructure business, having
“lost confidence” in the integrity of the
approaches and expressing “severe
reservations” over the ability of the
management to oversee a successful
combination of the companies.
Although it is understood that Caril-

lion will not launch a hostile takeover
approach for Balfour Beatty, City
sources confirmed that the formal
rejection of its latest, tweaked offer was
not the end of the matter and that the
future of the deal could lie in the hands
of Balfour’s investors.
“It is now up to Balfour Beatty’s

shareholders,” one source close to the
talks said. “Do they want to be share-
holders with a position in a combined
group with a management with a
strong track record? Or do they want
to be shareholders in a Balfour
Beatty which is currently in the
process of selling a business which

accounts for two thirds of its profits?”
The latter statement was a reference

to the decision by Balfour to put Par-
sons Brinckerhoff, its US project man-
agement arm, up for sale in a strategic
U-turn ordered by SteveMarshall, Bal-
four chairman, who took on executive
duties in the spring after the sacking of
Andy McNaughton, chief executive.
The issueproved the stumblingblock

in the talks, which began at the end of
May and were leaked at the end of last

month. Initial talkshadcentredonCar-
illion’s agreement that Balfour would
continue with the sales process of Par-
sons Brinckerhoff, which expected to
fetch about £550million.
However, that changed at the end of

July when Philip Green, chairman of
Carillion, and Richard Howson, its
chief executive, insisted that Parsons
Brinckerhoff should remain within the
enlarged group if only to increase the
earnings profile of theBalfour business.
The extent of the financial crisis at

Balfour was laid bare yesterday when it
brought forward its half-year results,
reporting a 30 per cent slump in
underlying operating profits to £37mil-
lion in the period to June 27 — of
which £26million came from Parsons
Brinckerhoff.
Balfour also issued a formal rejection

of Carillion’s proposed nil-premium
merger, which had envisaged a deal
based on Balfour investors holding
56.5per cent of the enlarged groupover
the shareholders of the smaller Caril-
lion.Thedeal alsoproposed, though, an
effective takeover of the management
of BalfourwithCarillion’s bosses taking
the roles of chairman, chief executive
and finance director and Mr Marshall
taking thepositionof deputy chairman.
When asked whether he was coming

under pressure from his investors to
reverse his stance onParsons Brincker-
hoff and reopen negotiations with Car-
illion, Mr Marshall said: “It is for the
shareholders to make their mind up.
Naturally we are speaking to them.”
Jefferies, the City broker, said:

“Whilst Balfour Beatty appears to con-
sider itself the wronged party, we hope
that the Balfour board continues to put
shareholders’ interests first.”
Shares in both companies rose yes-

terday. Balfour was 5¾p higher at 243p
and Carillion was 3¼p up at 324p.

Delayed delivery Amazon’s giant distribution centres are at the heart of a clash with Disney after it started restricting pre-
orders of films not yet released on DVD as it battles to redraw the rules of content publishing in the digital age. Page 33

Marshall plan
carries warning

M
aybe corporate action
isn’t Steve Marshall’s
strong point. In a
former life, the
Balfour Beatty

chairman ran Railtrack — at least
until he found it in administration.
He’d been outmanoeuvred by, of all
people, Stephen Byers — probably
the worst transport secretary in
living memory.
Mr Marshall might have looked

unlucky in 2001. But, 13 years on,
you wonder what he learnt given
the tortuous goings-on at Balfour.
Sure, blaming him may seem unfair.
But having seen off two chief
executives in the past 20 months,
presided over a drip-drip of profits
warnings, embarked on a strategic
U-turn and taken the title executive
chairman, who else is there?
Now, he’s had the runaround from

Carillion, a smaller rival without
Balfour’s low-margin construction
baggage. In an opportunistic snook,
Carillion boss Richard Howson
proposed that he and his mates run
the show in return for 43.5 per cent
of the equity — the rider being
Balfour continuing with the sale for
around £550million of its best
business, Parsons Brinckerhoff.
Then, after a squint at the books,

Carillion did a handbrake turn on
Parsons and an irate Mr Marshall
called off any merger. Carillion
reckoned that an enlarged group
needed Parsons’ earnings —
£26million profits in the latest half
— at least while it sorted out a
Balfour construction division that
has just lost £69million in six
months. Mr Marshall reckons that a
people-business such as Parsons
can’t be “warehoused” before a
future sale and should go now, with
bidders queueing up for engineering
consultancies — as the battle for
Hyder Consulting shows.
You can argue all day about who’s

right. Yet Carillion is not going
hostile and, amid so much bad
blood, it’s hard to see a Balfour
investor revolt forcing Mr Marshall
to renegotiate, not when he’s hinting
that synergies will be way below
£100 million.
But what’s the Marshall plan?

Well, selling Balfour’s best business,
a dividend cut that eats into the
flagged £200million Parsons cash
return and a two-year turnaround
job on construction — without yet
finding a chief executive and having
offered Carillion three of the four
top jobs (Mr Marshall would have
been deputy chairman). He’s careful
not to rule out “strategic value
creating opportunities” (Costain
anyone?), but turning up at those
post-results shareholder meetings
without a hard hat does look risky.

Case for an auction

P rivate equity’s legendary
oenophiles don’t look obvious
owners of a wine company, not

counting their personal cellars of

course, which are worth more than
most companies. What skills do the
short-termist buyout kings bring
exactly? Sweating the grapes that
bit harder? Producing a vintage year
every eight months?
So, full marks to Treasury Wine

Estates for getting an auction going
between two of the biggest PE
quaffers around (story, page 43).
KKR and TPG are now glugging it
out at A$5.20 a share, valuing the
owner of Penfolds, Wolf Blass and
Rosemount at A$3.4billion. Carlyle,
Blackstone and Cerberus Capital
Management are thought to be
lurking in the vineyard.
It’s something to drink to for a

company that’s been looking a bit
corked after being spun off from
Foster’s in 2011. That combination
proved again, as Alka Seltzer addicts
know, that beer and wine don’t mix,
with the break-up designed to put
Foster’s into play, where it was
swallowed by SABMiller. As a
standalone Treasury has had a
rocky time, thanks to the high
Aussie dollar, a drop in sales to
China and a glut at its US business
— forcing it to destroy thousands of
gallons of wine past its sell-by date.
Talk about fussy.
So, Treasury is not in a great

position to resist opening up the
books, if not the vats, to the buyout
firms. Yet, two things suggest that
their sudden interest might not be
all about the patient cultivation of a
better business. First, there are
higher volumes than usual in the
barrels of the top-end wines from
Penfolds — the business responsible
for up to 75per cent of Treasury’s
profits. Second, analysts reckon
Treasury has A$2billion of tax
losses. A bit of context anyway for
any noble rot from the buyout boys
about the wine group’s attractions.

Staying calm

Have you noticed it’s blowing a
bit lately? Those well-known
meteorologists at National

Grid are right on to it, which is why
they are so relaxed about EDF
Energy shutting down four of its
UK nuclear reactors for eight weeks.
A bit of “cracking in a boiler spine”
at Heysham 1, Lancs, apparently,
was first discovered in November —
though no need to get in a warm
glow over safety as that unit’s been
out since then. It’s only now,
though, that EDF has shut three
others of a similar design.
Waiting for the summer, when

wholesale electricity prices are
lower, has saved EDF £40million,
analysts reckon, and there are no
worries about energy supply, as the
Grid says, because “a lot of wind
power is being generated right now”.
Another way of looking at it is that
Britain needs new nukes pronto. But
who cares about that if those
unreliable windmills are spinning?

alistair.osborne@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Alistair Osborne

Inside today

How sale of Parsons
became wrecking ball
Page 34
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High street sales: Britain’s
high streets suffered a setback
last month as like-for-like sales
shrank for the first time in two
years. The British Retail
Consortium blamed the
supermarket price war for the
decline, as average like-for-like
sales measured by price for the
three months to July fell
0.2 per cent against the same
period last year. The last time
the three-month moving
average was negative was in
June 2012. Page 34

banking & finance
0.19%

Coutts: Royal Bank of Scotland
is preparing to sell the
international operations of its
wealth management arm after
deciding that it would struggle
to make a sufficient return to
justify keeping it. The bank
said in a memo to staff that it
was looking at a variety of
options, including a merger
with another business or a
joint venture. It has set each of
its divisions the target of a
15 per cent return on equity,
but admits that the
international parts of Coutts,
which employs 1,200, faces a
“challenging path” given “the
dynamics of compressed
margins and the increasing
need for scale in international
businesses” Page 39
Lloyds Banking Group: An
internal investigation has been
launched into claims that staff
have been encouraged to use
high-pressure sales tactics,
despite the lender being fined
£28 million last year for selling
inappropriate financial
products.Page 39
SVG: Investors have shrugged
off a sharp plunge in profits
and investment returns at the
listed investor in private equity
fund citing the “significant
progress” made transforming
its business. Pre-tax profit
slumped from £228.9 million to
£26.8 million during the first
half and its total return of
3.4 per cent was down sharply
from 19.3 per cent last year as
the group was hit by the
strength of sterling. Page 36

construction &
property

1.55%

Balfour Beatty: Carillion is
refusing to walk away from its
rejected £3 billion merger offer
to Balfour Beatty and will
instead turn the spotlight on
an insistence from the
construction group’s executive
chairman that the company
still has an independent future.
Balfour Beatty revealed that it
had spurned a second offer
from Carillion, its rival
infrastructure business, having
“lost confidence” in the
integrity of the approaches and
expressing “severe
reservations” over the ability
of the management to oversee
a successful combination of
the companies. Page 31
First-time buyers: Almost half
of loans for house purchase in
June went to first-time buyers
despite signs that the market is

starting to slow down. New
figures from the Council of
Mortgage Lenders show there
were 28,600 first-time buyer
loans in June — 7 per cent
more than in May, and 19 per
cent up on June 2013. Page 35
NewRiver Retail: Britain’s
third-largest shopping centre
owner has paid just over
£140 million for a portfolio
that includes retail space in
Hastings, Glasgow and Belfast.

consumer goods
0.78%

Treasury Wine Estates: An
A$3.4 billion (£1.9 billion)
bidding battle is in prospect
over the Australian owner of
Penfolds after the winemaker
said a second private equity
firm, believed to be TPG, had
made an approach, pitting it
against KKR. Page 37

engineering
1.43%

Jaguar Land Rover: Selling
high-margin, expensive
vehicles into new markets such
as China, where customers are
prepared to pay more for
premium cars than in the west,
has sent Jaguar Land Rover
into overdrive with profits
coming in at a staggering
£10million a day. The West
Midlands-based, Indian-
owned, manufacturer reported
£924million of pre-tax profits
in the April to June trading
quarter, the first of its financial
year. The company that not
making a penny profit in 2008
when it was bought by the
Tata group for £1.15billion
from Ford.Page 33

health
2.02%

Care UK: Seven years after the
reputation of the private equity
industry was dragged through
the mud, there are concerns
that a dispute within the
private healthcare service that
is majority-owned by
Bridgepoint could lead to a
repeat of that era. Unison, the
trade union, has accused it of
greed, undermining the NHS
and structuring its businesses
to avoid tax. Page 37
GlaxoSmithKline: The drugs
group faces allegations that it
bribed Syrian doctors and
officials to boost sales of its
medicines, following recent
accusations of corruption in its
non-prescription business in
the country. The latest charges
are laid out in an anonymous
email sent to the company’s
top managers last week
according to a news agency
report.GSK — one of the few
big firms still supplying drugs
in Syria — said it would
investigate the new claims
involving its own staff and
local distributors.

industrials
1.24%

Synthomer: The chemicals
manufacturer raised its interim
dividend by 25 per cent and
said it would periodically
consider returning excess cash

to shareholders, sending its
shares up as much as 9 per
cent. The company, formerly
known as Yule Catto, which
supplies speciality emulsion
polymers used in construction,
textiles, paper and latex gloves,
said it planned to move its
regular dividend policy to
2.5 times earnings cover
effective this year.

leisure
1.51%

Punch Taverns: Negotiations
over a £2.3 billion debt
restructuring, two years in the
making, have been extended
by up to ten days, although a
source close to the process
insisted there were no last-
minute snags and it was “just
dotting i’s and crossing t’s”.
Pubs: Camra, the Campaign
for Real Ale, is urging the
estimated 55,000 visitors to
this week’s Great British Beer
Festival in London to lobby
their MPs over the rate of pub
closures, which according to
latest figures from CGA, the
consultancy, has accelerated
from 28 a week to 31.
Foodpanda: An online take-
away food delivery company
active in dozens of emerging
markets, said it had raised
$60 million in financing from
investors including Rocket
Internet, its existing backer.

media
1.76%

Disney: The creative company
is the latest to find itself in
conflict with Amazon after the
online retailer started
restricting pre-orders of
certain Walt Disney movies
that have not yet been
released, including Captain
America: The Winter Soldier,
Maleficent and Muppets Most
Wanted. The move mirrors a
strategy that Amazon has
employed with Hachette,
America’s fourth largest book
publisher, and demonstrates
Amazon’s determination to
redraw the rules of content
publishing in the digital
age. Page 33
BuzzFeed: The news and
entertainment website has
declared its ambition to
supplant established rivals
such as CNN and The New
York Times as a serious news
provider. Those plans have
been boosted by $50 million in
funding from Andreessen
Horowitz, a venture capital
firm founded by Marc
Andreessen, The fundraising
valued BuzzFeed at
$850 million, three times the
amount that Amazon’s Jeff
Bezos paid for The Washington
Post, and made Buzzfeed itself,
rather than one of its infamous
“listicles”, a viral topic on the
internet. Page 39
21st Century Fox: ValueAct
Capital said it had taken a
$1 billion stake in Rupert
Murdoch’s film and TV
company. Fox withdrew an
$80 billion bid to buy Time
Warner after being rebuffed by
the owner of CNN, HBO and
Warner Bros studios. Mr
Murdoch has said he has no
plans to pursue another
company as an alternative.

natural resources
0.84%

Shell: The Anglo-Dutch
group’s US shale gas sell-off is
gathering pace with a private
equity group closing in on the
$1.2 billion purchase of one of
its big fields in the Haynesville
Shale in Louisiana. Blackstone
could buy Shell’s 50 per cent
stake in the 350,000-acre field,
according to reports. In less
than a decade, Shell invested
$24 billion in shale and other
unconventional projects in
North America when gas
prices were higher.

professional &
support services

1.75%

US Postal Service: The agency
reported its 21st quarterly loss
out of the past 23. In the latest
three months it lost $2 billion
compared with a net loss of
$740 million in the same
period of 2013. The company
said that despite increasing
volume and charging
consumers more to send mail,
the rise in costs outweighed
the extra revenue.

retailing
0.93%

Pound stores: An alliance
between two pound shop
chains to take fixed-price
retailing from the high street
to the internet has unravelled
after less than a year.
Poundworld had teamed up
with Steve Smith, the founder
of Poundland, to open
Poundshop.com, with a £10
minimum order. Page 34

telecoms
0.82%

Cellcom: Israel’s largest mobile
phone operator, reported an
18per cent rise in second-
quarter net profit, after cost-
cutting aimed at offsetting
fierce competition.

transport
0.85%

Heathrow/Gatwick: Britain’s
two largest airports produced
new traffic records in support
of their case for new runways.
Numbers from Heathrow
showed that July 27 was the
busiest day in its history, with
239,928 passenger. Gatwick
reported a 6per cent year-on-
year growth in passenger
numbers in July to 4.05million.
Page 39

utilities
0.14%

EDF: The energy group is
taking three of its nuclear
reactors in Britain offline for
inspection this week after
finding a defect in a reactor of
a similar design, the company
said. EDF which operates 15
nuclear reactors in Britain, said
it came across the defect on a
boiler spine at its Heysham 1-1
reactor inLancashire, which
had been shut for refuelling.
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Prudential is set to report a
rise in profits to £1.5billion
for the first six months of the
year on the back of a strong
performance by the insurer’s
overseas businesses.
US and Asian earnings are

expected to boost first-half
profits, which are forecast to
be up 6 per cent year-on-
year. Sterling’s recent rise
against the dollar is set to
lower the impact of

currency conversions.
Analysts at Barclays said

the results would be
“respectable” and shares in
Prudential rose nearly 1 per
cent to close yesterday at
£13.39, valuing the insurance
group at £34.4billion.
Investors will be keen to

hear what Tidjane Thiam,
the chief executive, says
about developments in Asia,
seen as key to future growth.

The day ahead

Graph of the day
The pound hit a six year high in July of over $1.71 on speculation of a rate
rise in November. Markets have since moved back to predict a first rise in
February or March. The change has pushed sterling to below $1.68in the
last five weeks. It edged up again yesterday ahead of the Bank of
England's Inflation Report on Wednesday.
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Company Change

Synthomer Lifts the dividend 8.3%
Ferrexpo Better Chinese economic data 5.9%
Persimmon Bargain hunting 4.5%
IAG Investors rediscover appetite for risk 4.5%
Schroders Shares look cheap 3.7%
Randgold Resources Cheaper gold -0.7%
WmMorrison “Defensive” shares out of favour -1.7%
RBS Considering the sale of a business -1.7%
Drax UBSdowngrades -1.8%
Bellzone Mining Unable to secure long-term finance -20.4%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure

Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Balfour Beatty (construction HY ) £1m (-£4m) 5.6p p Dec 5
Coca-Cola HBC(consumer HY) €129.2m (€89m) 0c
Gresham (technology HY) £0.6m (£0.7m) 0p
Huntsworth (media HY) £6.3m (£8.3m) 1p p Oct 31
SVG Capital (finance HY) £26.8m (£229m) 0p
Synthomer (industrials HY) £29.9m (£32.9m) 3p p Nov 6

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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Jaguar hits top
gear as boom in
eastern markets
drives up profits

Amazon gets physical with Disney as it limits DVD orders
Disney is the latest creative company to
find itself in conflict withAmazon after
the online retailer started restricting
pre-orders of certainWalt Disney films
that have not yet been released on
DVD, including Captain America: The
Winter Soldier,Maleficent andMuppets
Most Wanted.
The move mirrors a strategy that

Amazon has employed with Hachette,
America’s fourth-largest book
publisher, and demonstrates the
e-tailer’s determination to redraw the
rulesof contentpublishing in thedigital
age.
Although Amazon’s US customers

can order digital versions of the

affected Disney movies in advance,
pre-orders for physical versions are not
available in the US. Amazon’s UK site
appears not to be affected.
Amazon took a similar tough stance

with pre-orders for certain Warner
Brothers titles this summer, preventing
customers from pre-ordering titles
such as The Lego Movie. That dispute
was eventually resolved.
Amazon’s hardline approach to sup-

pliers comes as the company is under
growing pressure from investors to im-
prove its performance, after reporting a
loss in its most recent financial results.
While Hachette relies on book sales

for the majority of its profits, for a film
studio such as Disney, physical DVDs
are a tiny part of its total offering, mak-

ing it less vulnerable to Amazon’s
strong-arm tactics. Neither Amazon
nor Disney was available for comment
on the dispute, whichwas first reported
by Home Media Magazine.
Amazon’s conflict with Hachette has

been especially bitter. Amazon
launched ReadersUnited.com at the
weekend, a website for readers to
support its increasingly messy battle
with the French-owned publisher. It
states it wants to lower the cost of
e-books, which can be up to $19.99
(£11.90), adding that it had tried to ne-
gotiatewithHachette, but thecompany
had “quickly and repeatedly” dismissed
its offers.
“Just as paperbacks did not

destroy book culture, despite being ten

times cheaper, neither will
e-books,” it added.
The new website was a

response to an open let-
ter published over the
weekend inTheNewYork
Times by a group called
AuthorsUnited,who criti-
cised Amazon for blocking
certain pre-orders of new ti-
tles. It was signed by 900
writers, including Stephen
King, Philip Pullman and
Donna Tart.
Not all writers

have sided with Hachette. In an
interview on wordswith-
jam.com, David Gaugh-
ran, an Irish writer, said
the spat was “essentially
a business dispute
between a large corpora-
tion and a very large cor-
poration but the “industry”
was attempting to depict it
as a battle for the future of
writing as a viable profession.”
“I think lower prices are

somethingweshould
strive for as that
grows the market
—which benefits
all writers (and
readers).”

Alexandra Frean Washington

Angelina Jolie
stars in Disney’s
hit Maleficent

From E-Type to X-appeal
Analysis Robert Lea

Everything the
designers at
Jaguar Land

Rover’s nerve centre
in Gaydon in
Warwickshire come
up with has turned to
gold.
When they decided

there was room in the
market for a baby
Range Rover, they
launched the Evoque.
It immediately hit top
gear: they are making
more than 110,000 a
year at the old
Halewood plant on
Merseyside, where
they had to
introduce a third
shift.

When they
decided to
tamper with
history and
recreate the
design
classic that

was the Jaguar E-
Type for the 21st
century, the F-Type
launched to critical
acclaim and, in a
competitive market, is
selling more than
1,000 a month.
So can it all last?

Next month the
company launches the
Jaguar XE, the
long-awaited baby
Jag, at a gala event at
Earls Court in
London.
The XE is a

response to western
tastes and demand for
an “entry-level”
Jaguar, which the
company wants to
park on the lawn of
the sector-leading
BMW 3 Series.
Like the launch of

the Evoque, the
lowest-priced Range
Rover, the mass

market XE will have
an effect on Jaguar
Land Rover profit
margins, which,
during this last
record-breaking
quarter have hit an
unsustainable 20 per
cent at the ebitda
level.
That has come on

the back of roaring
sales to China, though
the authorities there
have launched
inquiries into why
western-made
vehicles are so much
more expensive there
than in their domestic
markets.
Although Jaguar

Land Rover margins
are likely to come
under pressure, the
ability to continually
refresh its range is
likely to sustain the
sales drive.

Robert Lea Industrial Editor

Selling high-margin, expensive vehi-
cles intonewmarkets likeChina,where
customers are prepared to paymore for
premiumcars than in thewest, has sent
Jaguar Land Rover into overdrive with
profits coming in at a staggering
£10million a day.
The West Midlands-based, Indian-

owned carmaker yesterday reported
£924million of pre-tax profits in the
April to June tradingquarter, the first of
its financial year. The companywas not
making a penny profit in 2008 when it
was bought by the Tata group for
£1.15billion from Ford.
“We have a hit a purple patch,” a

spokesman said. “We have [a] rich pro-
duct line up in the right markets.”
The company — Britain’s largest

automotive employer, with more than
20,000 workers in plants in Birming-
ham and Merseyside, and with a new

engine factory inWolverhampton— is
reaping the benefits of a busy two years
of launches and relaunches.
Quarterly sales of the new Range

Rover Sport, available in the UK from
£62,000, nearly doubled from 11,000 to
more than 20,000. The top-of-the-
range car is experiencing year-on-year
growth of 14 per cent. TheEvoque, con-
tinued its extraordinary run, with sales
up by a fifth at 32,200 units, accounting
for 30 per cent of group quarterly sales
of 115,000. Among the Land Rover-
badged vehicles, the Freelander —
pricedbetween£23,000and£39,000—
saw sales rise 25 per cent to 16,200.
Quarterly sales of the top-of-

the-rangeJaguar, theF-Type, launched
last year with a basic price tag of
£51,000, soared 66per
cent to 3,300
units.
The record

profits came

on the back of a 22 per cent increase in
volumes, which brought in revenues of
£5.4billion, up £1.3billion, or 30per
cent, on the same quarter last year.
Sales to China, mainly of the most

expensive Range Rovers and Jaguars,
leapt 61 per cent year on year, with the
China region accounting for 28.5 per
cent of all sales, compared with 21.5 per
cent a year ago. The price of a Range
Rover Sport in China is typically more
than double that in Britain.
Group sales in western markets

remained strong, up 15per cent in the
UK, 13 per cent in the rest of Europe,

and 14 per cent in North America
respectively. Ralf Speth, the German
chief executive, said: “We want to build
on the sales momentum from the
Range Rover Sport and Jaguar F-Type
launches. This financial performance
reflects Jaguar Land Rover’s award-
winning product portfolio.”
Profits at Tata’s own-brand Indian

automotive business nearly halved in
the three months. Jaguar Land Rover
paidaquarterlydividend to itsparentof
£150million.

Jessica Ennis, the Olympian, with the Jaguar F-Type, above left.The Evoque baby Range Rover,above, has proved popular

RODDY SCOTT
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Poundshop.com
partner logs off

A
n alliance
between two
pound shop
titans to take
fixed-price

retailing from the high
street to the internet has
unravelled after less
than a year (Marcus
Leroux writes).
Poundworld had

teamed up with Steve
Smith, the founder of
Poundland, to open
Poundshop.com, with a
£10 minimum order and
a £3.65 standard
delivery charge.
Poundworld, which is

smaller than the
recently floated
Poundland, provided the
stock, branding and
product images, with a
company led by Mr
Smith running the
business.
Poundworld said

yesterday that it was
withdrawing from the
tie-up after “a failure to
reach a shared vision”.
Chris Edwards Jr,

trading director at
Poundworld, said: “A
mutual and constructive
decision has been made
for Poundworld to end
its association with the
Poundshop.com brand.
“We are still

committed to online and
Poundworld is putting
plans in place to go it
alone with our own
venture. This will
enable us to have full
control over all aspects
of the business ensuring
that the site reflects our
ongoing brand values
and strategy.”
Poundworld’s

turnover, which hit
£345 million in the year
to March 31, has risen

67 per cent in the past
two years. It made a
£5 million profit last
year. However, the
company has
encountered growing
pains. Laurence
Edwards, the brother of
Chris Edwards Sr, wrote
in the company’s
accounts: “Following
last year’s difficulties,

the company has found
it hard to increase
supplier credit and
insured limits in line
with the growth of the
business. Consequently,
working capital
increases have largely
been funded through
operating profits and
bank facilities.
“Management is

confident that this
situation will be
addressed in the coming
year through the
provision of extended
terms from both
insurers and suppliers.”
The Yorkshire-based

company had 242 stores
at the end of March.
Laurence and Chris
Edwards founded the

business
having
worked on
their parents’
market stall
in West
Yorkshire.
Mr Smith

did not
respond to a
request for
comment.

Marketboy
done good

S teve Smith’s tale
is a familiar one.
Like the Edwards

brothers of
Poundworld, his
father ran a market
stall (Marcus Leroux
writes). Like the
Arora brothers, who
built up and sold
B&M Bargains, his
father went into the
cash-and-carry trade.
Mr Smith set up his

own stall in
Wolverhampton’s
Bilston Market. In
1990 he opened his
first Poundland store
in Burton-on-Trent.
One early success was
selling 30,000 golf
clubs for £1 each.
Some 12 years on,

Mr Smith was
£50million richer,
having sold to Advent
International,
allowing him to buy a
mansion with its own
bar, swimming pool
and snooker room.

Advent
later sold
Poundland to
Warburg
Pincus,
which
floated it
this year. It
has a
market
value of
nearly
£800million.

Death of American dream reveals Balfour’s lack of power

W
hen Balfour Beatty
paid £380million for
Parsons Brinckerhoff,
the American project
management

business, in 2009 it was not the size of
the transaction that turned heads but
the statement of strategic intent that
it made. “It is a key step in becoming

a global integrated leader in
infrastructure services,” Ian Tyler,
Balfour’s then chief executive, said. “It
makes us one of the world’s major
players in professional services in
infrastructure. It creates a leading
position in US civil infrastructure,
especially in transportation. It
enhances our global reach, as well as
strengthening our position in existing
geographical markets. The enlarged
group will be a leader in professional
and construction services to the
infrastructure market, particularly in
transportation and power.”
Five years later, Steve Marshall, the

Balfour chairman and co-signatory of
that deal, took the decision to undo

the agreement that transformed
Balfour from blue-collar builder to a
company with white-collar project
managers as well.
The insistence that Parsons should

be sold has unwittingly become the
wrecking ball of a merger with
Carillion which, barely a fortnight
ago, both sides were claiming would
produce a British infrastructure,
construction and property services
champion in a global market.
The irony is that, for strategic

reasons, neither side wants to keep
Parsons. Balfour argues that the
cross-selling proposition of Parsons to
the wider business has not
materialised. Carillion has decided

that it only wants to keep the US
company for the time being as an
earnings-enhancing backstop to
Balfour’s cratering British
construction operations.
That Mr Marshall is so set on the

sale inadvertently shines a light on
the state of Balfour and its finances.
In addition to the at-best modest

synergies produced by Parsons, Mr
Marshall admits that Balfour just does
not have the financial wherewithal to
build the business into a global
project management powerhouse.
And this at a time when industry
consolidation is in the air, most
recently witnessed by the chunky
multiples being bandied around in the

£280million takeover manoeuvrings
for the London-listed Hyder
Consulting.
Mr Marshall insists that Parsons

must be sold now to get the best price.
The alternative would be to
“warehouse” the business in a larger
group, which would demotivate the
current management and create a
buyers’ market.
The question for Balfour’s

shareholders is whether Mr Marshall
has a Plan C. If Balfour cannot find
the buyer prepared to pay the
£550million it believes Parsons
warrants, and the Carillion deal is
dead, where does that leave Mr
Marshall and the company?

Price wars and sporting failure hit sales
Britain’s high streets suffered a setback
last month as like-for-like sales shrank
for the first time in two years.
The British Retail Consortium

blamed the supermarket price war for
the decline, as average like-for-like
sales measured by price for the three
months to July fell 0.2 per cent against
the same period last year. The last time
the three-month moving average was
negative was in June 2012.
There was a 1.4 per cent collapse in

like-for-like food sales over the three
months, the largest on record, but the
BRC was keen to emphasise that non-

food saleswere still growing strongly, at
2.4 per cent.
Supermarkets have been slashing

prices on staples suchasmilk andbread
to counter the rise of the discounters
Aldi and Lidl. Food prices fell for the
first time in eight years inMay, accord-
ing to theOffice for National Statistics.
Total sales in July were 1.3 per cent

higher on the back of store openings
and as online retailing continued to
grow. Online non-food sales grew by
13.9 per cent over the three months to
July, and accounted for 16.7 per cent of
all non-food sales, 1.4 percentagepoints
more than a year ago.
Helen Dickinson, the director-gen-

eral of theBRC, said: “This Julywehave
achieved overall growth of 1.3 per cent
year on year, which at first glance com-
pares unfavourably with the 2.3 per
cent long-term rate over the last 12
months. However, July last year was a
tough month to beat because consum-
ers had really responded well to high-
profile sporting events and the birth of
the royal baby.”
Figures from Barclaycard confirmed

that overall spending continued to pick
up lastmonth,withholidaysand leisure
taking a bigger chunk out of Britons’
wallets.
Consumer spending grew 3.5 per

cent year-on-year last month, the card

provider said. Spending on travel and
entertainment rose 8 per cent.
Barclaycard found that the increase

in spending came as 55 per cent of
respondents said they believed their
personal financial situation would
improve over the coming 12 months.
However, Legal & General found

that there has been an increase in the
numberofhouseholdshavingdifficulty
paying their bills since last year.
The insurer found that thenumberof

homes who claimed to be struggling
had risen by 264,000 to 2.4 million in
July 2014 from last year. The average
monthly shortfall had fallen from £85
to £60, however.

Philip Aldrick Economics Editor 6Germany is losing economic
momentum in what may be a
prelude to a slowing of the
eurozone’s already moribund
recovery. German activity has fallen
in each of the past six months
according to the OECD and is just
above the 100 reading that signals an
economy is growing at trend. The
IMF expects Germany to lead a
revival in the area’s fortunes, growing
1.9 per cent this year after slowing to
0.5 per cent in 2013. However, after a
strong first three months, there are
fears the German economy
contracted in the second quarter.

Steve Smith’s Shropshire mansion has a snooker room and bar. The Poundland founder also has his own coat of arms

Robert Lea
Commentary
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Finding a use for a chocolate teapot

Loan curbs
fail to deter
first-time
homebuyers
Kathryn Hopkins
Property Correspondent

Almost half of loans forhousepurchase
in June went to first-time buyers,
confounding economists who had
forecast that tougher lending rules
would throw cold water on an over-
heating housing market.
According to new figures from the

Council of Mortgage Lenders, 28,600
first-time buyer loans were granted in
June, up 7 per cent on May and 19 per
centhigher than in June2013. Itwas the
biggest number in seven years and
pushed up overall house purchase
lending by 5 per cent to 60,500 loans.
Experts had speculated that new

rules introduced by the Financial Con-
duct Authority in April to curb risky
lending would dampen the market, but
the CML emphasised that the latest set
of numbers showed that any impact
had been modest. The Mortgage
Market Review is designed to prevent
borrowers being given a mortgage that
they cannot afford.
Paul Smee, director-general of the

CML, said: “For the second month
running since new FCA rules took
effect, lending characteristics remain
similar to the market beforehand. We
now feel confident that, as we would
hope, the MMR effect is more gentle
dampener than hard brake.”
There were also signs that first-time

buyers were preparing themselves for a
rate rise. The share of new mortgages
that were at fixed rates rose to 90 per
cent in the second quarter of the year,
up from 89 per cent in the previous
quarter and 85 per cent a year ago, the
highest since data began 20 years ago.
“As the possibility ofMPC tightening

comes into focus, homebuyers seem to
be increasingly seeking the relative
protection of fixed rather than variable
mortgage rates,” Michael Saunders,
UK economist at Citigroup, said.
This comes ahead of tomorrow’s

Inflation Report, when Mark Carney,
the governor of the Bank of England,
will be asked forhis latest assessment of
when interest rates will rise from the
record low of 0.5 per cent.
While there was still a robust market

for first-time buyers, a report from
Knight Frank showed that some of the
heat may be coming out of the very top
endofLondon’sprimepropertymarket.
Prices for the capital’s most expensive
properties, valued at £1million ormore,
increased by just 0.3 per cent in July.
Four of Knight Frank’s 13 prime central
London offices reported flat prices.

Louise Cooper

I t is easy to laugh at the European
Banking Authority’s so-called
“stress tests”, which ruled that Irish

banks were solvent only for them to
collapse months later.
The Irish banks were not alone and,

in truth, the EBA’s tests have proved
about as useful as a chocolate teapot.
However, proper scrutiny has

finally arrived as the European
Central Bank takes over regulatory
control of Europe’s banks in October.
It wants to ensure that it has
uncovered all the bad loans and bad
news. Its Asset Quality Review is a
much tougher exam.
The Bank of Italy reported last

Friday that bad loans in June were up

20.9 per cent in a year. Such news is a
positive sign. It shows that the ECB is
encouraging banks to disclose troubled
loans. Credit conditions will never
improve until the banks clear up past
mistakes. Acknowledging them is the
beginning of that process.
In retrospect, it was probably good

that EBA was such a lousy tester. To
highlight the true mess at Europe’s
banks at the height of the crisis would
have made the situation worse.
Countries have been given time to
recapitalise the weak banks and to
improve the health of all. The ECB is
now cracking a tougher whip.
Maybe a chocolate teapot is useful

after all.

A few weekends ago,
596 people (me and
my family included)
attempted to break
the Guinness world

record for hill rolling. The National
Trust’s Polesden Lacey estate in
Surrey organised the attempt and, if
assessed successfully, we have
smashed the previous record.
Practice runs were made, flip flops

flew off and those who couldn’t roll
straight were loudly directed into
eventually making it over the finish
line. Some older participants, who
clearly hadn’t rolled down a hill for
decades, began with such exuberant
commitment that excessive speed and
momentum resulted. They had to be
caught by the Trust volunteers at the
bottom. It was great.
However, my mother tells me that

when Iwas a child we hardly ever
visited National Trust properties. On
the rare occasions we did, she says, the
attitude was unwelcoming towards us
as a family. Don’t touch anything, don’t
walk on the grass and be quiet — an
environment totally ill-suited for a fun
day out for three children. Thankfully,
this has completely reversed in just a
few decades.
Harry Healey, brand and marketing

manager of the National Trust, says:
“We recognised that we had to do
more to appeal to families and change
perceptions that we were remote
(and) exclusive.”
The trust shifted its focus from

stately homes to the estates and
parkland, which are of more interest
to families. In my experience, no
matter the weather, young children,
like dogs, require a daily run outside.
The hill-rolling record attempt

symbolises how far the Trust has
come in welcoming families. Its
campaign “Fifty things to do before
you’re 11¾” is another example, as is
teaming up with Cadbury’s for
chocolate egg hunts at Easter.
This change began under the

previous director-general, the
“transformational” Dame Fiona
Reynolds. It has proven to be a smart
move financially. Family memberships
have increased by 62per cent since
2001, when she started, and revenue
has almost doubled from £251million
to £457million. These are impressive
figures given that in the past seven
years the global financial crisis has
done much damage to businesses and
particularly to charities. However, this

is not just about a revenue boost over
the past decade or so. The
improvements will help to ensure the
trust’s long-term viability. It is
imperative for the trust’s survival that
the younger generation is interested in
its treasures. This is a generational
goal.
How many quoted companies have

such a long-term view? How many
chief executives have a vision for their
company that ensures its success in
the next generation?
There has been much criticism of

City short-termism, particularly after
the financial crisis. The “banksters”
that focused on their yearly bonus
figure did much damage to the
economy and to the taxpayer’s pocket.
However, it is a wider problem than

excessive pay for immoral city traders.
Because of how professional money
managers and company executives
are remunerated, they too often
prioritise short-term profits and share
price performance over long-term
corporate success.
John Kay’s seminal review into this

in 2012 concluded that this was
damaging Britain economically.
This short-termism is noticeable in

the focus of its analyst research. In
the UBS “Morning Meeting
Highlights” research note yesterday,
13 out of 16 corporate comments were
pre or post-results pieces focusing on
short-term earnings. From JPMorgan
in its “Europe: First to Market”
research note, 12 of the 16 corporate
pieces were pre or post-results.

Only one research note was a
long-term analysis on the “Internet of
Things”. And, last Thursday, Deutsche
Bank in its “European Daily Focus”
issued 12 notes on European
companies, nine of which were pre or
post-results.
This sample highlights how much

City analysis focuses on whether a
company meets its quarterly sales,
profits and margin forecasts. Yet it is
the long-term changes to an industry
and a business that ultimately define
success or failure.
Eastman Kodak went bust because

of the emergence of digital cameras.
Amazon is one of the world’s largest
companies because of its dominance of
internet retailing. Tesco is in crisis
partly because it failed to foresee the
rise of the discounters. In my lifetime,
mobile phones have gone from a high-
margin niche product aimed at
executives to a mature industry where
even children have them.
For most people, their biggest

investment, other than their home, is
their pension. It is a multi-decade
investment. You put money away in
your thirties, forties and fifties to
ensure happiness and comfort in your
seventies and hopefully eighties. So
the big economic developments that
determine a firm’s future are far more
important to your pension pot than
whether a company meets its latest
quarterly results. Yet company boards
and the investors that look after our
pensions focus too often on the short
term. It can be to the detriment of our
savings and to the success of our
economy.
Maybe the National Trust could

afford to take the long view because it
has no shareholders. More likely,
though, is that it had a boss with a
strong vision for the organisation’s
future. Too many boards lack such a
committed visionary.
However, no organisation is perfect.

The Guinness world record rules
stated that all hill-rolling participants
had to remain in the marked pen
during the one hour duration of the
record attempt. It was scorching and
there was no shade.
We were a captive audience baking

in the sun. A few strategically placed
ice cream sellers on the outside could
have made over a
grand.
Some short-term

focus can be
profitable.

‘‘

’’

The National Trust is on a roll. Now
companies should get in on the action

The National Trust has transformed itself with family events such as hill-rolling

EDDIE HYDE/NATIONAL TRUST
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Reforms help SVG
shrug off profit fall
Investors shrugged off a vertiginous
profits slump at SVG Capital, prefer-
ring to focus instead on the “significant
progress” that the listed investor in
private equity funds has made in tran-
forming its business.
Pre-tax profit slumped from

£228.9million to £26.8million in the
first half of the year, and the impact of
the strong sterling was blamed for its
total return of 3.4per cent, down from

19.3per cent a year earlier. SVG, which
has been restructuring its operations
since 2012, said that it was making
headway in diversifying its business
and that its total return would have
reached6.9per cent if not for “currency
headwinds”.
The market responded positively,

and its shares closed up 1.4per cent at
427¼p. Analysts said that SVG had
made “very encouraging progress with
its portfolio transformation and was
larger and more liquid than most of its

peers”. SVG has had a tumultuous
period since 2008, when Lynn Ford-
ham took over as chief executive. The
groupused to invest only in fundsman-
aged by Permira, but now has partners
including Cinven; Clayton, Dubilier &

Rice and Aldwych Capital Partners, a
feeder fund to Carlyle Group. SVG also
committed $150million to CCMPCap-
ital, a firm that invests largely in the
United States, during the first half.
This change in strategy has led to a

long-running battle with shareholders,
particularly Coller Group, one of the
largest investors.
Ms Fordham said that its portfolio

continued to be cash generative with
£92.5millionof distributionsduring the
period. Much of this was driven by its
“larger investments” in Freescale, a
semi-conductor business, and Hugo
Boss, the fashion house. The value of
the group’s investments increased to
£78.6 million, from £22.1 million a year
earlier.
SVG also benefited from a £6.6 mil-

lion uplift in the value of Acromas, the
group which sold the AA roadside re-
covery business and floated Saga, the
over-50s insurance group.
It returned £110 million of capital to

shareholders in the first half and plans
to return a further £99 million. SVG’s
net asset value per share rose by 4per
cent to 535p.

Goldminers everywhere are
retrenching. Not so
Hummingbird Resources.

The exploration company was
founded by Dan Betts’s father,
Stephen, who leads the family
jewellery business.
It struck gold in Liberia in 2010

but getting the 4.2 million ounces
out of the ground there is a long-
term project that will require
some financing. That’s where the
$75 million that Hummingbird
borrowed to construct a project
that it bought in June in Mali

comes in. “It means we can build
the project we have outlined in
Mali and get it to production next
year. When we did the
acquisition, we said we thought
the market was undervaluing
gold stocks and that we can lick
our wounds or be contrarian and
set about building a gold
company in a weak market.”
Betts, a Nottingham University

graduate whose first job was with
Accenture, had no mining
experience before Hummingbird.
He originally planned to sell on
the company’s exploration licence
in Liberia to an established
exploration company, but was
routinely laughed off the phone.
He is unfazed by the political

instability in Mali, maintaining
that the separatists were far away
in the north of the country. “I’d
rather be in Mali than Liberia,
any day of the week”, he added.

CITY PEOPLE
The feuds, the faces and the farcical
Marcus Leroux@marcusleroux

Business big shot

name dan
betts
age 38
position chief
executive,
hummingbird
resources

yet another punch-up
down on the estate
Lord Brocket’s campaign to regain
control of Brocket Hall remains
undimmed, despite his failure to
take back paintings and furniture
from the Hertfordshire family seat.
When he was jailed in 1996 over

a car insurance scam, the estate’s
trustees brought in an outside
operator to run the conference and
golf venue on a 60-year lease.
Since his release in 1998,

relations between the Old Etonian
peer, below, and Dieter
Klostermann, the leaseholder, have
gone from bad to worse. City
People understands that the
trustees issued a statutory demand
to the tycoon for the payment of
more than a year’s worth of unpaid
quarterly rent dues, failing which
the lease would be terminated.
We hear that the £600,000-odd
demand was paid after a loan
from the banks. Jim Moore, Mr
Klostermann’s finance chief at
Brocket Hall, says the rent
was paid in full without
any help from the bank,
adding that the
trustees had refused
to accept rent
pending a separate
court action over
dilapidations.

“They had to do a U-turn and
accept the rent,” he says.

chorus of booze
He is best known as the front man
of Iron Maiden, the heavy metal
group who implored fans to Run to
the Hills, but Bruce Dickinson has
more than a couple of irons in the
fire. He is the part-owner of
Cardiff Aviation, an aircraft
maintenance company, and Iron
Maiden has its own line of real ale.
Dickinson will be on stage at Earls
Court today to hand over Camra’s
coveted Champion Beer of Britain
prize.

nothing to gain
Rio Tinto sold its Mozambique coal
business recently, drawing a line
under a $4billion acquisition that

cost its last chief executive his
job. Indeed, the $50 million
that it received was more than
most analysts expected. That
hasn’t deterred Esperança Bias,
Mozambique’s mining minister,

from wondering if there
might be some capital
gains tax to be had. Our
calculations suggest that
the tax payable on a
capital gain of minus
several billion dollars is,
err, nothing.

The group’s interest in Hugo Boss contributed to a significant rise in investments

JIN LEE/BLOOMBERG VIA GETTY IMAGES
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Private equity fears care home revolt
It has been demonised for its alleged
greed and ruthlessness, indifference to
public opinion and reluctance to pay
tax. So Britain’s private equity industry
was on red alert yesterday as a strike by
care workers in Doncaster threatened
to snowball into a noisy cause célèbre.
Seven years after the reputation of

the industry was dragged through the
mud, senior private equity figures are
nervous that the dispute could lead to a
repeat of that unhappy era.
A few dozen workers at Care UK,

who have been on strike for seven
weeks over reductions in overtime pay
and holidays, were last night expected
to vote to extend their strike in pursuit
of a livingwageof £7.65anhour for their
lowest paid colleagues.
Care UK is majority owned by

Bridgepoint, a big player in theworld of
UK private equity, which Unison, the
trade union, has accused of greed,
undermining the NHS — which used
to run the Doncaster service — and
structuring its businesses to avoid tax.
On Sunday, a newspaper put the dis-

pute on its front page andquestioned in
its comment sectionwhether “brutalis-
ing”private equity, with its short-term
investment horizons, was the right
owner for businesses in the care sector.
The wider private equity industry is

acutely aware that the Care UK work-
ers,who look after peoplewith learning
disabilities, could be a rallying point for
other grievances over private equity
generally and its role in the care indus-
try in particular.
As one concerned private equity

executiveput it, thesagacouldbeusedto
whip up demands for a fresh crackdown
on the sector. “Saying this is a private
equity issue is patent nonsense. This is
really about the shortage of funding for
care. It would be a real shame if people
thought the answer was to stop us get-
ting involved in the care sector.”
Private equity has been attacked

many times,mostnotably in2007when
four of the most senior prac-
tioners were grilled by
Treasury Select Commit-
teeover theopacityof their
deals, their high personal
rewards and their low tax
payments.
Amandressed as a camel

protested outside a church
attended by Damon Buf-
fini, then head of
Permira, in an
apparent refer-

ence to the Biblical attitude to rich
men. Nick Ferguson, head of SVG,
publicly questioned whether it was

right he paid less tax, pro-
portionately, than his
cleaner.

The concerns led
to an industry-
financed review
by Sir David
Walker, the

former regulator who now chairs Bar-
clays, who set out a framework tomake
the industry more transparent.
Since then the pressure for reform

has died down and the industry’s tax
privileges have remained intact. How-
ever, the industry is well aware of its
toxicity in the eyes ofmany. Its focus on
returnshas beenblamed for everything
from the horsemeat found in Findus
lasagne to Wonga’s high interest rates.

Most damagingly, when Southern
Cross, the UKcare homes chain with
37,000elderly residents, failed in2011, it
was the precarious leveraged structure
put in place by Blackstone, the former
private equity owners, which was
blamed for its demise. Care homes and
nursinghomesare regardedas a special
case because of the frailty of their
residents, who cannot safely be trans-
ferred to alternative providers.
Private equity backed firms are

becoming more prevalent in care, but
still account for only 8 per cent of the
elderly care market, 10 per cent of the
market for care of people with learning
difficulties and 11 per cent of the domi-
cillary care market, according to con-
sultants Laing Buisson.
Care UK, which was AIM-quoted

and taken private by Bridgepoint in
2010 in a £281 million deal, says it is
constrainedbecauseDoncaster council
cut its budget for thecareofpeoplewith
learning disabilities when it sacked the
NHSand put the service out to tender
last year.
A spokesman for Bridgepoint said:

“Care UK would like to be able to pay
the living wage, but it can’t work alone.
It would need the support of local
authorities and of government tomake

it happen. There is a crisis in the
funding of social care which is not the
making of the providers.”
Simon Horner, from the British Pri-

vate Equity and Venture Capital Asso-
ciation, said private equity ownerswere
“part of the solution, not the problem”.
However, Dave Prentice, head of

Unision, said the dispute was down to
Doncaster council’s cost cutting con-
tract and private-sector greed.

Patrick Hosking, Deirdre Hipwell

Grapeshot is fired as the
fight for Penfolds hots up
Two of America’s most powerful buy-
out firms are set to lock horns after
TPG entered the bidding against
KKRfor Treasury Wine Estates.
It is understood that CarlyleGroup is

also looking at Treasury, the owner of
Penfolds wine, but has yet to decide
whether to make an approach. In addi-
tion, Blackstone and Cerberus Capital
Management are being tipped as
potential suitors.
A week after Treasury opened its

books to a joint offer worth A$3.4bil-
lion from KKR and Rhône Capital,
another American private equity firm,
the Australian wine maker said that it

had received an approach from
“another global private equity inves-
tor”. The company, which has granted
the new bidder similar access to its
books, said that the investor inquestion
had “requested that its identity remain
confidential for a period of time”,
although sources close to the process
confirmed that it was TPG.
The two buyout rivals know the

business well, having reportedly held
discussions in 2010 about a joint bid for
Treasury, then still part of Foster’s.
The only suitor to break cover was

Cerberus Capital, whose A$2.5billion
bid for the wine assets was rejected as
too cheap.
Treasury said that the new bidder

hadputa figureofA$5.20a shareon the
table, identical toKKR’s price. Analysts
said that this was aimed at gaining
access to due diligence rather than a
guide to a potential offer.
Treasury said last week that it was

engaging with KKR on a “non-exclu-
sive” basis. This was widely interpreted
as thehoistingof a formal “for sale” sign
over the owner of Wolf Blass, Rose-
mount and Beringer wines.
In April, Treasury, which was spun

off from the Foster’s beer empire three
years ago, rebuffed an offer from KKR
worth A$4.70 a share, although it has
since remained the subject of heated
takeover speculation.
It has had a torrid time since being

spun off, caused by the high Australian
dollar, a fall in sales to China last year,
Treasury’s decision to lift prices on
other brands and a glut of stock in its
American venture, where it was forced
to destroy thousands of gallons of wine
that had passed its sell-by date.

Dominic Walsh

A career at
the sharp end
Profile William Jackson

The managing partner of
Bridgepoint had a bad
Sunday (Patrick Hosking

writes). Not only were William
Jackson’s beloved Manchester City
thumped 3-0 by Arsenal in the
Community Shield, but his
employer of 28 years was plastered
in unflattering terms all over the
front page of The Observer.
He joined the former County

Bank straight from Oxford and
never looked back. County
became NatWest Equity Partners,
which became Bridgepoint.
Mr Jackson has run the business

for the past 13 years as managing
partner and remains at the sharp
end, monitoring prospective new
investments and planning exits, as
well as movitating teams and
running the overall firm.
He has no direct responsibility

for Care UK, but is closely
involved with other companies
that Bridgepoint has backed,
chairing both Pret A Manger, the
sandwich bar chain, and Dorna
Sports, the Spanish firm behind
Moto GP motorcycle racing.
He has been an outspoken
cheerleader for private equity,
rejecting accusations of asset
stripping and dismissing the
notion that somehow private
equity has a tax advantage
because of the debt it gears up
with. “All businesses, whether
backed by private equity or not,
use debt,” he has pointed out.
A pro-European, he is politically

well connected, counting Alan
Milburn, the former Labour health
secretary, and Lord Patten of
Barnes, the former Conservative
Party chairman, among his
advisory board members.

Take care: the ownership of healthcare groups explained

6 Spire Healthcare is
62per cent owned by
Cinven and floated on
the London Stock
Exchange last month
6General Healthcare
Group, which owns BMI
Healthcare, Britain’s
biggest private hospital
group, isownedbyApax,
a private equity group,
Netcare, a South African
healthcare group, and
London & Regional, a
property company
6 Four Seasons, the

UK’s biggest care home
provider, is owned by
Terra Firma
6HCA International,
which owns six
hospitals in London,
including the Harley
Street Clinic and
Wellington Hospital, was
taken private by Bain
Capital and KKR before
it was then relisted.
Both private equity
groupsremain investors
6 Southern Cross Care
homes was previously

owned by Blackstone
6 Independent
Healthcare Services, a
staffing agency for
doctors, nurses and
social workers, was sold
by Blackstone to
TowerBrook, another
private equity group
6 Partnerships in Care,
a provider of specialist
mental health services,
is owned by Waud
Capital Partners, a
Chicago-based private
equity group.

Blackstone, the US private equity group, was blamed for the collapse of the Southern Cross care homes chain in 2011

Damon Buffini,
former head of
Permira

Treasury was said to have hoisted a “for sale” sign over its wine-making venture
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With data like this,
Alibaba’s cup will
surely runneth over

China in
numbers
leo lewis

46% . . .
. . . is the increase since 2011 in the
proportion of C-cup bras, compared
with other bra sizes, sold online in
China. The C-cup’s relentless advance
from a single-digit presence in the
market to 13.1 per cent, according to
Alibaba, China’s soon-to-be-listed
internet group, appeared to be mostly
achieved at the expense of the A-cup.
Chinese breasts, some have chosen

to conclude, are getting larger. A far
more striking revelation, however, is
how Alibaba has chosen to collate
and cross-reference the data at its
disposal. The depth of the numbers
is likely to be pretty significant:
China’s online customers are
offered a choice of some
2.89million products should
they type “bra” into the
search field of Taobao, the
country’s largest online
retail platform. Big Data,

for all the handwringing over the
reach of Facebook, Amazon and
Google, does not get much bigger
than Alibaba and what Taobao is able
to say about the way Chinese
consumers consume.
The temptation to use that data to

answer almost any question about
consumption is overwhelming.
Alibaba, in an analytical tour de force,
has deployed its data crunchers to
deduce not just that Chinese breast
sizes may be increasing, but that the
online purchasing power of their
owners is directly correlated to a
larger bra size.
Speculation on the causes of

China’s breast enlargement trend has
focused on changes in diet, increased
popularity of enhancement surgery
and a preference for larger cup sizes
because of changing fashions and
shifting perceptions of femininity.
Those theories appear at least partly

endorsed by regional variations in
purchasing patterns. Increases in the
market share of C-cup bras are far

sharper in richer provinces such
as Guangdong, where the
number of breast
enhancement procedures has
also soared over the past three
years. The statistical breakdown
also suggests a steady increase in
breast size. The 4per cent

market share lost by the
A-cup has not simply
migrated to the
C-cup, but been
shuffled through

B-cup sales, which have both gained
and lost 4 per cent at either end.
But these were not really the figures

Alibaba was after. Using its intimate —
some might argue “intrusive” —
knowledge of precisely how Taobao
customers spend their yuan, Alibaba
has tracked online luxury goods sales
against bra sales. In the highest-
spending category of luxury goods
customers, the big spenders were
E-cup and F-cup bra buyers.
It is a remarkable deduction,

however extensively the methodology
and data gathering techniques behind
the scenes may be flawed. There is a
nagging sense that the decision to
track the correlation between bra size
and purchasing power was made late
at night in a bar somewhere near
Alibaba’s headquarters.
The fact that it could be done at all

provides yet more evidence of the
astonishing power at this company’s
disposal — the sort of power that has
surely already overtaken the Chinese
government’s when it comes to
knowing the Chinese people. There is
already a theory that Taobao is
providing Beijing with the raw data it
uses to track consumer price inflation.
If Alibaba can crunch data on a
puerile whim like bra sizes, then it can
certainly be drawing conclusions on
which the Chinese consumer
economy may hinge.
That thought should stay in the

mind of investors whenever Alibaba
does get around to its mega flotation.
Alibaba’s powers as a data gatherer
may eventually prove to be one of the
most potent elements of its valuation,
and another reason why the company
will never be transparent.

Shifting perceptions of femininity may help to explain China’s enlargement trend

RANDY OLSON/NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC/GETTY IMAGES

Shell nears a
deal to offload
USshale field
Tim Webb

Shell’s US shale gas sell-off is gathering
pace as Blackstone closes in on a
$1.2billion purchase of one of the
Anglo-Dutch group’s fields in the Hay-
nesville Shale formation in Louisiana.
The private equity group could buy

Shell’s 50per cent stake in the 350,000
acre field as soon as this week, accord-
ing to reports.
In just under a decade, Shell invested

$24billion in shale and other uncon-
ventional energy projects in North
America when gas prices were higher.
Now it wants to dispose of the worst
performing fields, covering an estimat-
ed 700,000 acres in total, after a glut of
shale gas sent prices plunging in theUS.
Shell’s North American division

made a $400million loss in the first
half, triggering a writedown of almost
$2billion last month.
Ben van Beurden, who became chief

executive in January, placed the
Haynesville field in its “fix or di-
vest” category in March, along with
other poorly performing assets.
The group has sold its 50 per cent

stake in about 312,000 acres in the
Niobrara and Sandwash shale gas
basins in Colorado this year. In May it
also disposed of its 100 per cent interest
in the Eagle Ford shale asset in Texas
for $639million, after paying $1billion
for the field in 2010.
Private equity firms have been snap-

ping up shale gas fields from oil majors
that find their returns are too low. The
firms believe they can make the eco-
nomics work by combining neighbour-
ing shale gas fields and cutting costs.
Shell and Blackstone declined to

comment.
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BuzzFeed is ready to get serious as
heavyweight backer enters the fray
It is known for images of cute kittens
and numbered lists, but BuzzFeed has
declared its ambition to supplant estab-
lished rivals such as CNN and The New
York Times as a serious news provider.
Those plans have been boosted by

$50million in funding from Andrees-
sen Horowitz, the venture capital firm
founded by Marc Andreessen, one of
Silicon Valley’s biggest investors.
The fundraising valued BuzzFeed at

$850million, three times the amount
that Amazon’s Jeff Bezos paid for The
Washington Post. As a result, the web-
site itself, rather than one of its
infamous “listicles”—amerger of a list
and article — became a viral topic on
the internet yesterday.
Chris Dixon, a general partner at

Andreessen Horowitz, said that the
media industry was undergoing a shift
from traditional methods of news dis-

tribution to one in which social net-
works and smartphones would domi-
nate. “WebelieveBuzzFeedwill emerge
from this period as a pre-eminent
media company,” Mr Dixon said.
A takeover offer from Disney was

spurned inApril because JonahPeretti,
BuzzFeed’s founder, reportedly held
out for more than $1 billion. Mr Peretti
co-founded The Huffington Post before
starting BuzzFeed in 2006.
The company said that it would use

theadditional funds tobolster its break-
ing news operation, double the number
of its correspondents around the world
and launch a new business to develop
television-style videocontent.Kenneth
Lerer, the chairman, said: “The future
of content companies is crystal clear:
mobile, video, social and tech. Expand-
ing BuzzFeed’s business across each of
these areas is the key to the future.”
The company will also try to move

more upmarket. Critics have accused it

of merely repackaging trivial content,
but it has been steadily hiring more
experienced journalists and producing
morepolitical, foreignand investigative
articles.
Douglas McCabe, an analyst at End-

ers Analysis, said: “These digital-native
businesses aremuchmore flexible than
traditional publishing, and they have
enormous audiences.”
BuzzFeed has 150 million users a

month and revenues are thought to be
on track to reach $120million this year,
although it does not reveal its financial
results. Advertisers are eager to be
associatedwith the companybecause it
reaches younger audiences than most
news sites, analysts said.
Mr Andreessen argued in February

that the news businesswas on the brink
of a golden age. “I am more bullish
about the future of the news industry
over the next 20 years than almost any-
one I know,” he posted.

Alex Spence Media Editor

RBS to sell
overseas arm
of Coutts

Royal Bank of Scotland is preparing to
sell the international operations of its
Coutts wealth management arm after
deciding that it would struggle to make
a sufficient return to justify keeping it.
The bank said in a memo to staff that

it was looking at a variety of options,
including a merger with another busi-
ness or a joint venture. It has set each of
its divisions the target of a 15 per cent
return on equity, but admits that the
international parts of Coutts, which
employs1,200, facesa“challengingpath”
given “the dynamics of compressed
margins and the increasing need for
scale in international businesses”.
Coutts, oneof thebest-knownnames

in private banking, managesmoney for
customers from the Queen to David
Beckham. Selling the international
business could value it at more than

£600million. RBS is understood to
have had offers from Asia and the US.
Alison Rose, chief executive of com-

mercial and private banking, has been
put in charge of overseeing the sales.
Coutts accounts are open to anyRBS

customer with more than £1 million in
liquid assets, although for its full private
wealth service, invested assets in the
bankmust exceed £3million. To access
its private office, a deposit ofmore than
£10 million is required.
RBS said that Coutts’ operations in

the UK were not for sale and that it
expected to develop its onshore busi-
ness. International business accounts
for just over a third of total revenues at
Coutts and for 41 per cent of customer
assets, according to the bank.

Harry Wilson

ALAMY

W ith the Davies
commission’s
jury on airport

expansion in the south
east of England out until
the middle of next year,
Britain’s two largest
airports produced new
traffic records in support
of their case for new
runways (Robert Lea
writes).
Numbers from

Heathrow showed that
July 27 was the busiest
day in its history, with
239,928 passengers —
equivalent to the
population of Milton
Keynes — passing
through its terminals.
The airport reported a

new record for July of
6.97million passengers
using its terminals, up
0.5 per cent on July 2013.
Gatwick reported a

6per cent year-on-year
growth in passenger
numbers in July to
4.05million. Gatwick,
which calls itself the
world’s busiest single
runway airport, said its
figures were helped by
the launch of Norwegian
Air’s low-fare services to
America.
While Gatwick has

plenty of spare capacity,
the constraints at
Heathrow mean it is
unable to increase the
number of daily flights,
relying instead on
airlines flying larger
aircraft and maximising
passenger numbers.
Heathrow highlighted

an increase in flights to
China as a key factor in
helping Britain win the
global race for growth.

Gatwick and
Heathrow set
records for
July traffic

6 Lloyds Banking Group has
launched an investigation into
claims that staff have been
encouraged to use high-pressure
sales tactics, despite the lender
being fined £28 million last year for
selling inappropriate financial
products. The inquiry follows the
leak of a memo from an unnamed
regional bank manager to branch
staff in which employees were
criticised for not making sufficient
sales and warned they faced pay
cuts if they failed to meet targets.

The story so far

2006
Jonah Peretti starts BuzzFeed

150m
Monthly unique users

$850m
Current worth after Andreessen
Horowitz deal

$500m-$1bn
Value of the estimated offer from
Disney

12
Articles about cats so far this month
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of the aviation division who joined
the board in March 2007, has
resigned. Analysts were in no doubt
he was off having missed out on the
top job.
JohnMenzies is in fine fettle and

looks set to benefit from the
difficulties its rival Swissport is
having at airports such as Gatwick.
The shares are off 6.5 per cent this

year, so a new chief executive could
be just the tonic.

finance director and non-executive
chairman Ian Napier keeping a
steady hand on the tiller.
However, John Menzies believes

that the time has finally come to
replace Patrick Macdonald who left
seven years ago with a new chief
executive. The stock is up 27 per cent
since that time which could provide
fuel for arguments that companies
can flourish outside a chief
executive’s shadow.
Investors had agitated for a more

traditional management structure
and a new chief executive could be
revealed alongside first-half results
on Monday. It will be an external
appointment as JohnMenzies
announced thatCraigSmyth, head

An institution is the lengthened
shadow of a single man.
However, the theorem as

espoused by Ralph Waldo Emerson,
the American essayist, could surely
not be applied to JohnMenzies, the
airline services and newspaper
distribution arm, given that it has
not had a chief executive since
2007.
The Scottish company, which

made its name as a newsagent, has
operated with an unusual structure
of having two managing directors
who sat on the board with the

companies news

PRICES

Maternity leave
Less than three weeks after
withdrawing a takeover bid for
Mothercare, the boss of
Destination Maternity said he
was stepping down to “pursue
other opportunities”. Ed Krell,
who has been chief executive
since 2008. He will be succeeded
by Anthony Romano with
immediate effect. Last month,
Mothercare confirmed it had
spurned two proposals from
Destination Maternity, including
an improved offer that valued the
British retailer at £266 million.

Sanofi’s deep breath
Sanofi has struck a deal to pay
MannKind Group as much as
$925 million if its inhaled insulin
drug meets sales and development
targets. The global rights
agreement has been reached only
two months after Afrezza was
approved by US regulators. Sanofi
said it would pay $150 million up
front and potentially a further
$775 million if the world’s only
inhaled insulin treatment hit
certain targets.

Bakkavor stake sale
A company that supplies ready
meals to Tesco and Waitrose is
preparing to sell a large chunk of
its share capital. Bakkavor is
understood to be close to
appointing Barclays Bank to
advise on the sale of a 25 per
cent stake owned by Arion Banki,
an Icelandic investor, according
to Sky News. The move comes
after a restructuring of the
Icelandic company’s debt last
year.

Punch’s debt plan delay
Punch Taverns said that its
£2.3billion debt restructuring,
scheduled to have been
implemented yesterday after two
years of negotiations, had been
delayed by up to a further ten
days “as some additional time is
required to conclude discussions
between certain stakeholders”. A
source close to the process
insisted there was no sticking
point, adding: “It’s just a dotting
of the i’s and crossing of the t’s.”

Read these stories
in full online
thetimes.co.uk/
business

Nic FildesTempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Cleaning
up while
rivals lose
their way

I
t has been a turbulent time for
the outsourcing sector of late.
Serco and G4S have fallen from
grace in spectacular fashion,
while Balfour Beatty and

Carillion have failed to agree merger
terms.
In comparison, Mitie Group, which

has been quietly reshaping the
business toward higher-margin work,
has been a model of stability. It still
competes for contracts to clean
toilets and to provide catering,
energy and security services, and has
added healthcare to its armoury
in the pursuit of bigger profits.
Out has gone mechanical
and electrical engineering
work.
Where there’s muck

there’s brass and Mitie —
short for Management
Incentive Through
Investment Equity, in case you
were wondering — has more than
doubled in size over the past five
years and has a market capitalisation
of more than £1 billion. It might be

expected to have picked up some
work from its struggling rivals and
did announce in a trading statement

yesterday that the year had
“started well”, pointing to a
number of large commercial
contracts such as a
£250million long-term
deal with Vodafone and a
£19million contract with
Heathrow.
The company only

generates 5per cent of its
revenue from the public sector, so it
is largely protected from the current
furore around public service
outsourcing deals. RubyMcGregor-

Smith, the chief executive, notes the
irony in that it used to be criticised
for its lack of exposure in large
central government contracts and
argues that it is still an important
growth area for Mitie. She points to a
large prisons deal set to be awarded
in the autumn as a potential winner.
Acquisitions — though not mega
deals — are also on the cards.
Despite its upbeat outlook, Mitie

has warned that this year will be
more second-half weighted than is
typical due to contract phasing. It is
also still washing out contracts from
work now deemed non-core, so
growth will be restricted to mid
single-digits.
Mitie could prove to be the mouse

that roared. Even its harshest critics
argue that, trading at 12 times
earnings, with a dividend yield of
3.9per cent, the shares look cheap.
Growth looks limited at an organic
level, though, and it could take a big
deal — perhaps the prison contract
— to fuel a significant rise in the
stock.

So
ur
ce
:T

ho
m
so
n
R
eu
te
rs

High and mighty

Mitie Group share price

Q2 2013 Q1 2014 Q2Q3 Q3Q4

360p

340

320

300

280

260

240

GeoInteractive Media was
arguably the biggest
beneficiary of the tech boom

inBritain. The AIM-quoted Israeli
video streaming specialist was the
fastest growing stock in London in
1999 when the shares shot up from
22p to £35 on the hope that people
would be looking at their phones, not
listening to them, in the future.
The vision was spot on but things

went badly awry and its value
crashed. It adopted the name
Emblaze to turn over a new leaf.
Once again the company’s vision was
correct after it launched phones that
included a digital camera, a music
player and a video recorder way back
in 2002.
However, it has been downhill ever

since and the stock now struggles
around the 31p mark. Some investors
held on to see if Emblaze could win a
huge video streaming patent breach
complaint againstApple, which could
have yielded $577 million in
damages. A jury, however, ruled
against it last month.
Bizarrely, Emblaze, now little more

than a cash shell, engineered a
reverse takeover of a kosher food
companyWilli-Food this year. What
a pickle for investors.
No wonder Emblaze has once

again attempted to engineer an
identity change after announcing it
will be known as BSD Crown.

6,250
Hours provided by
Southwark care
unit every week

MY ADVICE Hold
WHY Organic growth
appears to be limited, and
second-half weighting means
that there is still much to
prove

The InternationalAir Transport
Association warned last week
that the ebola outbreak

inWestAfrica could trigger profit
warnings from companies. The first
to do so was not an airline,
however, but technology
companyDigital Barriers. The
surveillance systems business was
in negotiations with customers in
WestAfrica for £6 million worth of
deals. It has had to stop its staff
travelling as a result of the ebola
outbreak and now says it is unlikely
those contracts will be finalised.
Shares fell 15 per cent.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICE Sell
WHY Name change won’t
paper over the cracks

MY ADVICE Buy
WHY The right time for a new
management structure

mitie

Revenue £2.1bn Dividend 11p

emblaze

Revenue $28,000 Cash $15.2m

john menzies

Revenue £2bn Dividend 26.5p

Major Indices
New York
Dow Jones 16569.98 (+16.05)
Nasdaq Composite 4401.33 (+30.43)
S&P 500 1936.92 (+5.33)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15130.52 (+352.15)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 24646.02 (+314.61)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 396.65 (+6.40)

Sydney
AO 5449.40 (+19.80)

Frankfurt
DAX 9180.74 (+171.42)

Singapore
Straits 3306.45 (+17.56)

Brussels
BEL20 3074.35 (+38.39)

Paris
CAC-40 4197.70 (+49.89)

Zurich
SMI Index 8329.86 (+55.21)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3047.56 (+40.73)

London

FTSE 100 6632.82 (+65.46)
FTSE 250 15460.73 (+217.35)
FTSE 350 3603.73 (+37.86)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2682.23 (+31.67)
FTSE All-Shares 3540.36 (+36.67)
FTSE Non Financials 4160.95 (+49.11)
techMARK 100 3226.50 (+51.16)
Bargains 945735
US$ 1.6785 (+0.0013)
Euro 1.2537 (+0.0026)
£:SDR 1.10 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 88.0 (+0.1)
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 128.30 Jun (2005 = 100)
RPI 256.30 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.80 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 919.87 (-1.28)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4542.97 (+5.51)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 103.15 -0.35
Brent 25 day (Jan) 104.60 -0.05
Brent 25 day (Feb) 105.40 -0.10
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 98.10 +0.45
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 97.20 +0.35

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 960.00 962.00 +1.00
Gasoil EEC 887.75 889.75 +4.00
3.5 Fuel Oil 560.00 562.00 +2.00
Naphtha 873.00 875.00 +4.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Aug 879.00-878.50 Nov 890.25-889.50
Sep 882.75-882.50 Dec 891.50-891.25
Oct 887.00-886.50 Volume: 344939

Brent (9.00pm)
Sep 104.52-104.50 Dec 106.13-106.10
Oct 105.27-105.24 Jan 106.77-104.50
Nov 105.84-105.75 Volume: 868404

LIFFE

Cocoa
Sep 2028-2025 Dec 1910 BID
Dec 2008-2007 Mar 1760 BID
Mar 1972-1971 May unq
May 1959-1952
Jul 1960-1780
Sep 1938 BID Volume: 17261

RobustaCoffee
Jul unq Mar 2175-1995
Sep 1988-1986 May 2175-1998
Nov 1998-1996
Jan 2004-1960 Volume: 13179

White Sugar (FOB)
Reuters May 478.40-474.70

Aug 494.00-485.20
Oct 436.40-436.20 Oct 517.00-496.50
Dec 451.50-449.20 Dec 522.00-485.00
Mar 469.30-468.00 Volume: 7691

London Grain Futures
LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Nov 123.20 Jan 125.00 Mar 128.50
May 130.25 Jul 132.85 Volume: 180

Rubber (RSS3 Cif Euros p/k)
May 00.00-00.00

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 112.17 112.18 111.91 111.97 113015 385740
Dec 14 111.97

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.390 99.400 99.390 99.390 7710 344440
Dec 14 99.220 99.230 99.210 99.220 29253 480963
Mar 15 99.010 99.020 99.000 99.010 31099 390318
Jun 15 98.800 98.800 98.780 98.790 22124 257719
Sep 15 98.570 98.580 98.550 98.570 26419 250147

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.795 99.805 99.795 99.805 14230 483681
Dec 14 99.800 99.810 99.800 99.810 19202 436569
Mar 15 99.810 99.820 99.810 99.820 13930 390493
Jun 15 99.810 99.825 99.810 99.820 18427 329320
Sep 15 99.800 99.815 99.795 99.810 14112 333473

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 99.990 99.990 99.980 99.990 550 50656
Dec 14 100.02 100.03 100.01 100.02 1370 42789
Mar 15 100.04 100.05 100.04 100.05 442 42948
Jun 15 100.06 100.06 100.05 100.06 462 36146

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.30 111.33 111.30 111.33 673 26419
Dec 14 111.33

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 126.41 126.43 126.35 126.41 882 9052
Dec 14 126.41

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 144.44 144.54 144.38 144.41 609 2821
Dec 14 144.41

FTSE100 Sep 14 6561.5 6612.0 6557.5 6600.5 72838 578555
Dec 14 6546.0 6578.0 6540.0 6573.5 9 13451

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4017.0 350
Dec 14
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J
ust when they
thought it was
a done deal, a
new suitor
appeared

(Robert Miller
writes). Chiquita
Brands International
had already agreed to
an all-share merger
with Fyffes, the 126-

year-old Irish fruit
supplier famous for its
blue-label branding,
to become half of
what would be the
world’s biggest
banana company.
Then yesterday,

Cutrale, the juice
maker, and Safra, the
investment group,
said they had joined
forces to launch a
$610.5million cash
offer for Chiquita. The
two new bidders, each
based in Brazil, said
that they were
offering $13 per share
in cash to Chiquita

shareholders, a 29per
cent premium to
Chiquita’s closing
price on Friday.
Under the terms of

the deal with Fyffes,
the new group was
expected to seek a
listing for its shares in
New York but would
remain domiciled in
Ireland for tax
purposes. American
lawmakers are trying
to curb these so-
called tax inversion
deals, in which US
companies move their
tax bases to countries
with a lower tax rate.

Brazilians
hope to
be pick of
the bunch

ROMEO GACAD/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Europe falling behind in
the race to rack up sales
Gary ParkinsonMarket report

On the face of it, the latest rash of
earnings by European companies
look half decent.
About four in five have posted their

numbers for the second quarter, the
three months to the end of June. And,
according to Bank of America Merrill
Lynch, more than half exceeded City
targets for earnings per share. That’s
the most in three years.
The story is similar in America,

where 55 per cent of the corporations
to have reported beat EPS forecasts.
Again, the highest number in three
years.
However, look at the sales by

European companies. They tell a very
different story. Just 36 per cent have
surpassed expectations. Strip out
financial companies — banks,
insurers and fund managers — and

that falls to 29 per cent. In the
US, a much healthier 62 per
cent beat at the top line,
indicative of a wide
disparity in demand
between Americans and
Europeans.
Merrill also looked at the

performance of shares in Europe’s
“beats” and “misses” in the five days
after their results were released. The
broker found that the former
rewarded less, typically
outperforming by 1.4per cent, than
the latter were punished,
underperforming by an average of
2.6per cent. That spread, Merrill said,
was the widest in the past few years.
On the face it, the stock market

looked half decent yesterday as well.
With Russia pulling back troops from
the border with Ukraine and
(another) ceasefire holding in Gaza,
for now, the FTSE100 broke its
three-day losing streak and rallied
65.5points to 6,632.8.
The move belied the nervousness

that endures and the lack of
appetite to trade at all. As
one underemployed market
maker cautioned, the
“boredom trade”, buying or
selling a share just for
something to do, has a nasty

habit of proving expensive.
As the few recovered a modest

appetite for risk, many of those shares
hit hardest in the previous few days
were marked higher in thin trade.
Airlines, housebuilders and fund
managers were among them.
Meanwhile, miners gained ground
after better economic news from
China, a hungry consumer of the
world’s raw materials. Conversely,
safer shares such as goldminers and
supermarkets drifted lower.
On AIM, Bellzone Mining said it

had been unable to secure long-term
financing but that it was talking with
a major shareholder, China Sonangol
International, about a short-term
$4million loan secured against its
Kalia project that should allow

operations to continue until late
October. Shares in Guinea’s only
producing iron-ore company tanked
20.4 per cent to 1.35p. They were
never cheaper. Gemfields, the gem
miner promoted by Mila Kunis, the
Black Swan actress, told investors that
sales from its Kagem emerald mine in
Zambia have totalled more than a
quarter of a billion dollars in the past
five years as its latest auction of
lower-quality rough stones raised
$15.5million. Shares that were at a
record 52½p in June edged 1 per cent
higher to 47p.
Keep an eye on Cluff Natural

Resources, unchanged at 3.88p. The
£6.2 million company, the fifth to
carry the name of Algy Cluff,
entrepreneur, former soldier and one-
time would-be MP. The word was that
his latest venture has secured three
more underground coal gasification
licences in Britain. This, he claims, is
an energy source so big it could dwarf
Britain’s huge shale gas deposits.
Prices by Proquote

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Centrica warns of profit dip
power failure

Centrica, owner
of British Gas, is
firefighting on

two fronts. First, the
company warned that
its full-year profits
would be hit after
EDFEnergy, its
nuclear joint venture
partner, had shut
down a quarter of its
reactor fleet after
detecting a fault.
Centrica owns 20 per
cent of the venture,
which has been one of
its few standout
performers.
Admittedly, it’s

hardly a proper profit
warning as annual
profits are expected to
be down only about
0.3 per cent, or
£15million. The

shares closed ¼p
higher at 308p.
Centrica yesterday

also submitted its
response to the
competition
investigation into the
energy industry.
The company

blamed Ofgem for

reducing competition,
for example by
banning electricity
suppliers from
charging much more
to customers who had
never switched than
to new customers.
Restricting these
deeply discounted
tariffs was one of the
main reasons behind
the decline in
household switching
rates from 2009,
Centrica claimed.
Forcing suppliers to

slash the number of
tariffs to just four this
year has also made it
harder for companies
to differentiate
themselves and to
compete by offering
innovative tariffs.

The energy group said
that a nuclear fault
would hit its profits

Wall Street report
Stocks rose as investors focused on
hopes for easing tensions between
Ukraine and Russia. The Dow Jones
industrial average gained 16.05
points to end at 16,569.98. The S&P
500 gained 5.32 points or 0.28 per
cent, to finish at 1,936.91.

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0795-1.0796
Canada 1.0932-1.0935
Denmark 5.5688-5.5697
Euro 0.7470-0.7471
Hong Kong 7.7509-7.7518
Japan 102.15-102.17
Malaysia 3.1937-3.1987
Norway 6.1784-6.1813
Singapore 1.2498-1.2500
Sweden 6.8680-6.8698
Switzerland 0.9062-0.9064

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.877-13.888
Australia dollar 1.8116-1.8124
Bahrain dinar 0.6291-0.6366
Brazil real 3.8051-3.8218
Euro 1.2537-1.2540
Hong Kong dollar 13.010-13.012
India rupee 102.59-102.79
Indonesia rupiah 19821-19858
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4742-0.4767
Malaysia ringgit 5.2690-5.4696
New Zealand dollar 1.9825-1.9840
Singapore dollar 2.0975-2.0987
S Africa rand 17.842-17.854
U A E dirham 6.1621-6.1683

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.15 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.35; 3 mth 0.42. Sell: 1 mth 0.31; 3 mth 0.37

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.4997 0.5215 0.5596 0.7081 1.0610

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Eurodollar Deps 0.13-0.23 0.19-0.29 0.25-0.35 0.36-0.46 0.50-0.65

Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.07 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.36

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.3098-9.3523 9.3478-9.3485 46ds 134ds
Euro 1.2547-1.2513 1.2540-1.2537 3pr 10pr
Montreal 1.8344-1.8426 1.8348-1.8358 9pr 25pr
New York 1.6770-1.6795 1.6784-1.6786 4ds 13ds
Oslo 10.366-10.492 10.371-10.374 96pr 266pr
Stockholm 11.361-11.576 11.528-11.532 15ds 50ds
Tokyo 171.21-171.49 171.45-171.48 8ds 24ds
Zurich 1.5191-1.5222 1.5209-1.5217 7ds 21ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.980 1.720
Canada $ 2.010 1.750
Denmark Kr 10.050 8.810
Egypt 13.250 10.540
Euro ¤ 1.370 1.200
Hong Kong $ 14.000 12.310
Hungary 432.840 356.110
Indonesia 22767.900 18160.900
Israel Shk 6.410 5.470
Japan Yen 185.270 160.450
New Zealand $ 2.220 1.880
Norway Kr 11.400 9.860
Poland 5.830 4.770
Russia 65.800 54.790
S Africa Rd 20.000 16.930
Sweden Kr 12.390 11.020
Switzerland Fr 1.670 1.440
Turkey Lira 3.950 0.000
USA $ 1.830 1.610

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 0.00 163.93 177.63
(+/-) +0.00 -1.99 +5.24

Eng/Wales 0.00 163.93 177.63
(+/-) +0.00 -1.99 +5.24

Scotland unq 0.00 0.00
(+/-) +0.00 +0.00

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
7010.0-7010.5 7001.0-7003.0 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2247.5-2248.0 2253.5-2254.0 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2308.0-2309.0 2311.0-2312.0 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
22315.0-22320.0 22350.0-22375.0 22305.0-22355.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2030.0-2032.0 2032.5-2033.0 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
18490.0-18495.0 18570.0-18575.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.71 1.06

Euro

0.00 0.05 0.16 0.35

Bullion: Open $1309.20

Close $1306.45-1307.10 High $1310.99

Low $1305.21

AM $1308.25 PM $1307.25

Krugerrand $1293.00-1372.00 (£770.29-817.35)

Platinum $1475.00 (£878.71)

Silver $19.99 (£11.91)

Palladium $879.00 (£523.65)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication
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The world’s
gone to Hell,
but trust me,
it is getting
much better
2014 is a year of turbulence. Yet we
are safer, happier and more prosperous
than at any point in history, says
Times columnist Matt Ridley

I
s this the most ghastly silly
season ever? August 2014 has
brought rich pickings for doom-
mongers. From Gaza to Liberia,
from Donetsk to Sinjar, the four
horsemen of the Apocalypse —
conquest, war, famine and death
— are thundering across the

planet, leaving havoc in their wake.
And (to paraphrase Henry V), at their
heels, leashed in like hounds, debt,
despair and hatred crouch for
employment. Is there any hope
for humankind?
Consider the litany of horror

that faces the world. A religious
war between militant Islam and its
enemies is flaring all across Eurasia,
from Pakistan through Iraq, Syria,
Palestine, Libya, Somalia, South Sudan
to Nigeria. In Ukraine a tinpot tyrant
has deliberately loosed a war of
conquest and reconquest. In West
Africa a vicious pestilence spreads
ever faster.
Think only of how often you have

seen images of dead children this
summer: strewn across a cornfield in
Ukraine, decapitated on a street in
Iraq, blown apart on a beach in Gaza,
wounded in a hospital in Syria, being
buried in Liberia. The fate of the girls
kidnapped by Boko Haram in Nigeria
is hardly any less horrible. Man is
a wolf to man.
In the world of money you can find

plenty to cry about too. Argentina has
defaulted on its debt. Britain’s national
debt has doubled in four years. The
Eurozone is in permanent recession
and teeters on the brink of its next
crisis. Stock markets are wobbling.
All true and all horrible. But the

world is always full of atrocity,
violence, death and debt. Are things
really worse this year or are we
journalists just reporting the clouds
in every silver lining? Remember the
media does not give a fair summary of
what happens in the world. It tells you
disproportionately about the things
that go badly wrong. If it bleeds, it

leads, as they say in newspapers. Good
news is no news.
So let’s tot up instead what is

going, and could go, right. Actually
it is a pretty long list, just not a very
newsworthy one. Compared with
any time in the past half century, the
world as a whole is today wealthier,
healthier, happier, cleverer, cleaner,
kinder, freer, safer, more peaceful
and more equal.
The average person on the planet

earns roughly three times as much as
he or she did 50 years ago, corrected
for inflation. If anything, this

understates the improvement in living
standards because it fails to take into
account many of the incredible
improvements in the things you can
buy with that money. However rich
you were in 1964 you had no
computer, no mobile phone, no budget
airline, no Prozac, no search engine,
no gluten-free food. The world
economy is still growing every year at
a furious lick — faster than Britain
grew during the industrial revolution.
The average person lives about a

third longer than 50 years ago and
buries two thirds fewer of his or her
children (and child mortality is the
greatest measure of misery I can think
of). The amount of food available per
head has gone up steadily on every
continent, despite a doubling of the
population. Famine is now very rare.
The death rate from malaria is down
by nearly 30 per cent since the start of
the century. HIV-related deaths are
falling. Polio, measles, yellow fever,
diphtheria, cholera, typhoid, typhus —

Affairs? I
am starting
to view my
friends in
a new light

O
ne in four married
people in Britain
admitted, in a
recent survey by
Relate, that they
have had an affair.
Or, indeed, are
having one. Right

now, with Steve from sales, paying
cash for a hotel room before scuttling
back to the office. Shocking, no?
Especially when, in addition to the 25
per cent willing to own up, you have to
factor in the many less brazen souls
who prefer to keep their infidelities to
themselves. Liars, in other words. And
there must be plenty of people who
long ago (or maybe yesterday evening,
who am I to know?) solved the
problem by reasoning: hey, it was just
that one night, that doesn’t really
count as an affair, does it?
And — ahem— on top of them, the

ones who’ve actually done it, there
must be another swathe of husbands
and wives who almost have, or who’d
like to, or who are even now about to.
Then there are the ones who’ve just
plain forgotten.
Never mind shocking. Such

behaviour is verging on the French.
Will the last faithful spouse in Britain
please turn off the lights and close the
door? Or maybe leave the lights on
and the door open . . . seeing as we
seem to be getting so adventurous.
I’m intrigued, incidentally, by all

these characters who, hurrying along

and confronted by a researcher with a
clipboard wanting to know if they’ve
ever done the dirty on their partner,
must say something to the effect of
“Yes of course I have. Now if you’ll
excuse me I’m late for my train.”
I don’t know what to make of it

other than obviously to sigh and think
that now, I really am getting old.
Forsaking all others as long as you
both shall live? Seems like these days
it’s more a case of forsaking most
others, apart from a number of well-
established exceptions. That time at
the Christmas party. And when the
kids were small and I felt a bit
neglected. And when she was working
away a lot. And when he was taking
me for granted and I needed to feel
like a woman again. Not forgetting, of
course, Christ almighty he’s so boring
I’d rather be watching the telly.
I don’t want to sound naive. I’ve

reached an age when many of my
friends’ marriages have ended in
divorce. Not always, I have to say,
because of an affair (that has often
represented an effect rather than a
cause of marital breakdown) but
usually because those involved
realised they didn’t love each other
any more. Not to say didn’t even like.
Not to say hated the very sight of. Of
course I’ve come across couples still
together where one or other partner
has not been entirely monogamous.
But one in four unfaithful spouses?

Which means, I think I’m right in
saying, that (potentially anyway) as
many as one in two marriages might
have involved, or be involving,
extracurricular slap and tickle. And it
can’t all be youngsters. My generation
may be dragging the infidelity index
down a little, but given the stats we
must also have strayed in vast
numbers. I’m starting to view my
friends in a new light.
As for the real oldies, perhaps all

those stories about car-key parties in
the Seventies are actually true.

Love thy
neighbour?
Meanwhile, another
survey, this time by
YouGov, reveals that
one in ten of us do not
know the name of even
a single one of our
neighbours. That
presumably includes
the ones we’re having
affairs with. It’s an
indictment of modern
Britain and no mistake.
Everyone locked into
their own little world.
Shameful, isn’t it?
Or is it? Because the

reverse of this statistic
suggests that 90 per
cent of us can conjure
up at least one name
and, no doubt, many
people more than one,
right up to the resident
busybody who is fully
informed on every
living thing within a
half-mile radius. So, we
don’t appear to be
doing too badly, here.
But is it a good thing?

Certainly, it can be
convenient — in terms
of domestic security,
taking in packages,
feeding the cats, and a
ready supply of
adulterous partners
within walking
distance. Yet whether
the supposed utopia of
total local intimacy
really is desirable, I
rather doubt it. It never
seems to work out very
well in soap operas.

Bertha’s
just a big
girl’sblouse

I can’t say I was
surprised that the
so-called hurricane
Bertha turned out to be
little more than a stiff
breeze. Much-vaunted
meteorological events
are, I have always
found, a lot
like their social
equivalents. Which
is to say, those parties
that get the biggest
build-up often prove
to be the tamest, while

more spontaneous
gatherings can
frequently become
wild and dangerous.
Not to mention
destructive. Or
expensive.
Yeah, poor old

Bertha sent out a load
of embossed invites,
hired the marquee,
got the DJ and the
fancy caterers in, but
when the big day came,
no amount of huffing

and puffing could give
her gig any decent lift
off. Meanwhile, up in
humble old Hull, a mini
tornado (which for
present purposes I
require you to
conceptualise as an
unplanned lock-in at
the local) came out of
absolutely nowhere and
ripped a street to bits.
Good analogy, eh? If

admittedly somewhat
overblown.

Robert
Crampton

GETTY IMAGES

On average we
earn three times
as much as we
did 50 years ago
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have read, there is no global increase
in floods, cyclones, tornadoes,
blizzards and wild fires — and there
has been a decline in the severity
of droughts. If you got the opposite
impression, it’s purely because of
the reporting of natural disasters,
which has become a lot more
hysterical. Besides, thanks to better
infrastructure, communications
and technology, there has been
a steep decline in deaths due to
extreme weather.
Globally, your probability of dying as

a result of a drought, flood or storm is
98 per cent lower than it was in the
1920s. As Steven Pinker documented
in his book The Better Angels of Our
Nature, the number of deaths in
warfare is also falling, though far more
erratically. The ten years 2000-10 was
the decade with the smallest number
of deaths in warfare since records
began in the 1940s. That may not last
— indeed, it is looking like this decade
may be worse. But it may be better.
As for inequality, the world as a

whole is getting rapidly more equal
in income, because people in poor
countries are getting richer at a more
rapid pace than people in rich
countries. That has now been true
for two decades, but it has accelerated
since the great recession. The GDP
per capita of Mozambique is 60 per
cent higher than it was in 2008; that
of Italy is 6 per cent lower. A country
like Mozambique has been out of
the headlines recently and now you

know why: things are mostly going
right there.
Writing my book The Rational

Optimist in the middle of a great
recession that seemed to be bringing
the world economy to its knees was
brave to the point of foolhardiness.
But if anything I was too cautious.
The world bounced back from that
recession far faster than I expected
and the pace of innovation and
improvement redoubled.
Britain, too, did better than I feared.

We are growing faster than any other
major economy, we have seen the
unemployment rate defy even the
most cheery forecasts in its rate of fall
and we have kept the country safer
from terrorism than was true for most
of my life. Technologies that seem
indistinguishable from magic keep
falling cheaply into our hands.
Of course, like anybody I can

still talk myself into gloom. Scotland
could break away. Militant Islam
could tear our communities apart.
European bureaucrats could strangle
innovation even more than they do
already. When asked what I most
worry about, I always reply
“bureaucracy and superstition”
because these are what brought
down previous civilisations in Ming
China or Abbasid Arabia.
Be warned that being cheerful

guarantees you will never be taken
seriously. The philosopher John
Stuart Mill said: “Not the man who
hopes when others despair, but the
man who despairs when others hope,
is admired by a large class of persons
as a sage.”

Matt Ridley, left, thinks
that for most people life
has never been better

There’s only a
handful of fascist
despots left: they
could fit in a pub

homosexuality and race. Paedophilia is
no more prevalent, just hushed up less.
Despite all the illiberal things our
governments still try to do to us,

freedom is on the march. When I
was young only a few countries
were democracies; the rest
were run by communist or
fascist despots. Today there’s
only a handful of the creeps
left — they could all meet in a

pub: fat Kim, Castro the brother,
Mugabe, a couple of central

Asians, the blokes from
Venezuela and Bolivia,

the Belorussian
geezer. Putin’s
applying for
membership.
The Chinese
one no longer
shows up.
The weather

is not getting
worse. Despite
what you may
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they killed our ancestors in droves, but
they are now rare diseases.
We tell ourselves we are miserable,

but it is not true. In the 1970s there
was a study that claimed to find that
people grew less happy as they got
richer, but it was based on faulty data.
We now know that on the whole
people are more satisfied with life as
they get wealthier, a correlation that
holds between countries, within
countries and within lifetimes.
Anyway, it’s better to be well fed,
healthy and unhappy than hungry,
sick and unhappy.
Education is in a mess and

everybody’s cross about it, but
consider: far more people go to school
and stay there longer than they did
50 years ago. Besides, through a
mysterious phenomenon called the
Flynn effect, IQ scores keep going up
everywhere, especially in those topics
that have least to do with education,
probably thanks to better food, richer
upbringing and so forth.

The air is much cleaner than when I
was young, with smog largely banished
from our cities. Rivers are cleaner and
teem with otters and kingfishers. The
sea is still polluted and messed
with in every part of the
world, but there are far more
whales than there were 50
years ago. Forest cover is
increasing in many countries
and the pressure on land to
grow food has begun to ease.
We think we are getting ever

more selfish, but it is not true.
We give more of our earnings
to charity than our
grandparents did. Violent
crimes of almost all kinds
are on the decline —
murder, rape, theft,
domestic violence. So
are capital and corporal
punishment and
animal cruelty. We
are less prejudiced
about gender,
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‘I’m in the middle of a mid-life
crisis but at least I’m enjoying it’
He bought a sports car, some new clothes and started working out. And he gave up booze.
Now Simon Pegg has a completely different perspective on life, he tells Helen Rumbelow

I
nterviewers are always looking
for the perfect moment that will
unlock their subject. I thought I
had found it in a climatic scene
of Simon Pegg’s new film, Hector
and the Search for Happiness.
Hector, an arrested man-child
played by Pegg, is confronted

by his ex-girlfriend. Grow up, she
shouts at him, “move on”. Pegg
plays the scene with understated
power, the pain of self-awareness in a
sudden wash of tears to his vulnerable
eyes. This isn’t just the character
growing up, but Pegg, the comedian
from Gloucestershire, emerging
from an extended and lucrative
professional puberty.
He started work as a sci-fi obsessed

nerd on the cult television series
Spaced before teleporting himself into
his own nerdy imaginary world —
lead roles in both mega-million dollar
Hollywood franchises Mission:
Impossible and Star Trek. Finally, in
Hector his acting more than carries
the romantic lead, with no laddish
sidekicks, in a film that isn’t nerdy nor
sci-fi nor particularly funny. Hector is
a kind of male Eat Pray Love, about a
man maturing into deeper truths.
This satisfying little story for Pegg

continued as long as I waited to
interview him in a London hotel. Also
queuing up for their turn were a
bunch of blokey film journalists
discussing in minute detail Pegg’s
“Cornetto” trilogy of films made with
his longtime comedy partner Nick
Frost, in which he plays a sort of
ur-British man, like that similarly
un-heroic British export Martin
Freeman. Dishevelled, pale, bloated
by emotional constipation: we know

that Pegg like we know ourselves. So
when I walk into Pegg’s room, it’s no
wonder that I don’t recognise him.
Light tan, expensive muscles and black
jeans, lounging back in a chair, he is
disorientatingly handsome and just as
disturbingly warm and willing to talk
about his deepest hopes and fears, the
mid-life crisis that “has brought out
the best in me”. Of course it has, I nod.
This is Pegg rebooted, grown up,
moved on. And then, just as this piece
is almost written in my head, he goes
and talks about the male bedsharing in
his twenties. A manifesto for bed
sharing. And when I ponder it
afterwards I realise that Pegg was
never quite what he seemed all along.
It starts when I ask him why there

are oodles of films about the male
struggle to find a role in life and so few
about women. Is that because men
make all the films? No, he says, “I
don’t think women are as screwed up
as men. Men are so deeply troubled by
masculinity and the notion of who you
are in society. For me it all boils down
to the fact that women can have this
function in the universe, they can do
this thing which is so necessary and so
amazing: they can have babies. And
men, they can’t really do anything.” He
stops to laugh.
“Except fight each other. It comes

from frustration. I think misogyny is
rooted in jealousy, like cavemen
throwing stones at the sun. We’re a bit
like, ‘What do we do?’ If we cry or
emote or ask for help we’re constantly
told that’s wrong, so we grow up to be
these f***ed up, difficult, troubled
guys. Really what we need is to hug
our friends and chill out a little bit.
Nick Frost and I have such a tactile

Main picture: Simon
Pegg. Above: with
A-lister friend Tom
Cruise and, below right,
with his wife Maureen

relationship. All guys should sleep
with their friends, cuddle with them,”
and here he stops for emphasis. “Spoon
with their friends.”
At this point I’m not sure how much

of this is rhetorical. Is he really asking
the average British male — I’m
thinking of the film geeks in the room
next door — to initiate sex with their
video-gaming buddy to relieve their
very English pent-up frustrations?
“Have sex with them if you want to,
that’s fine. If you don’t feel like having
sex with them, that’s fine. Go to bed
with your best friend and just spoon
them for the night. Nick and I had to
sleep in the same bed due to being
poor when we were younger. We
shared a flat and we shared a single
bed for a while.”
Hang on, I say, even if there was

only a single bed between two, most
male friends would decide that one
sleeps on the floor. “I was on the
floor for a while but it was so
uncomfortable. Then Nick just said:
‘Get in.’ We started out top and tail,
but we didn’t have much choice but to
spoon, as it was such a narrow bed.
Then it didn’t matter any more.”
We pause as I recalibrate. Pegg isn’t

gay, he has in fact found meaning
through his marriage to former music
PR Maureen and through their
daughter, Tilly, aged five. But I’m
starting to see why, at 44, he is
released by his mid-life crisis: for him
it’s not the normal case of waking up
and not recognising what you’ve
become. For him, it’s being recognised
for what he was all along. Pegg has
“come out” as an emotionally
competent British man. A man who
“lived among women all my life”, who
grew up under a matriarchy of a
maternal grandmother and her six
daughters, who apprenticed under his
mother in the wings of her local
amateur dramatics society, who lives
now in Hertfordshire in another
all-female household, including the
dogs, “probably the fish, I haven’t
checked”. This Pegg, you might think,
is the product of a lot of Californian
therapy, but he never needed it. Did
this film make him question whether
he was happy himself?
“I know I’m happy,” he says

forcefully. “I think I’ve been through
something like Hector went through
and found out what happiness means
to me. My happiness is the centre of
my life, which is my home life, my wife
and my child; my family. Where you
exist the most has to be where your
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unhappy. I’m not advocating the
nuclear family or perpetuating
Capitalist views of how families should
be, but I see single guys in their forties,
friends of mine, who are having loads
of sex with lots of people, and I don’t
envy them. As much as that’s the lads’
ideal, it’s a very empty existence. I see
what we’ve built over 13 years of being
together as something to be proud of,
something worth working at. No
marriage is a fairytale. Marriage is an
agreement, you think: ‘OK, let’s do
this.’ It can be kind of fun for that
reason.”
All this is disconcerting, coming

out of the mouth of an on-screen Star
Wars-obsessed zombie-killer, but Pegg
is insistent. He is not the forever-
teenage Peter Pan man that he played
for so long. And, more than Martin
Freeman, he has the dramatic
flexibility to let his screen roles catch
up. Though whether his fans will take
to the real Pegg as warmly as they do
to the screwed-up persona remains to
be seen. No matter: he likes the fact
that the next Mission: Impossible shoot
is in England.
He tries to never spend more than

three weeks away from his family, “not

just because of leaving Maureen in the
lurch, but because I miss them. Skype
isn’t good enough for that; it’s like
knocking on a window sometimes.”
(His daughter has been known to shut
the tablet computer in the fridge when
he is in the middle of a video chat.)
“The hardest thing about my job is
being away.” So he puts in the time
at home. I can verify he knows his
children’s TV: “You see things
advertised to girls like toy vacuum
cleaners. In this day and age, it’s like,
‘What the f***? Really?’ ”
How exactly is this mid-life crisis

manifesting itself, then? A fear of
death? “There is that a little bit, but
I’m quite comfortable with death,
being an atheist. No, this sudden slight
fear of death has pulled things into
focus as much as Tilly did. There is no
need to stop trying. Settling down
doesn’t mean you give up. I decided
not to take any nonsense from aging.
There was a time when I thought,
‘That’s it. I’ve been as good looking as
I’ll ever be, my romantic-lead years are
behind me before they even
started.’Then I suddenly thought:
‘Why? Why not be as good as you can
possibly be? Lose some weight. Take
some pride in your appearance. Don’t
dress like a teenager.’
“I spent years in logo T-shirts and

baggy shorts. I got to this point when I
was a bit angry with myself. I started
dressing better, working out. I want to
grow old gracefully. I don’t mean get a
ponytail and a sports car, though I did
buy a sports car. That’s an accepted
part of a mid-life crisis. When I told
Maureen I was going to buy a Jag, she
was like, ‘What?’ I said: ‘It’s part of the
thing, just let me.’ ”
I exit through the room of male film

geeks and think, at least they’ll have
that. The sports car.
Hector and the Search for Happiness is
out this Friday

No marriage
is a fairytale.
Marriage is an
agreement

happiness extends from. I’m in the
middle of a very enjoyable mid-life
crisis. Things for me changed with my
daughter five years ago. The world
came into focus, like a puzzle clicking
into place. I relaxed after that. I quit
drinking after 40. I went through a
period of unhappiness in my twenties
and thirties; I was trying to find things,
I didn’t know what they were. What I
did didn’t make me happy even though
I seemed to be doing well at it.”
Fame, for all that he is now good

friends with the titans of Hollywood
(Tom Cruise; JJ Abrams, the
all-powerful producer and director,
who cast him in Mission: Impossible
and Star Trek; Chris Martin and
Gwyneth Paltrow made him godfather
to their daughter) is a false ambition.
“I pick up my dog s***, I look after my
child, I do the school run, I live a
normal life. There are certain
privileges that are available to me as
the pay’s OK, but you can be the most
successful, best-looking, richest person

in the world and be suicidally
unhappy. In fact you can get to those
things, which are regarded as the apex
of happiness, and you’re still not
happy. Then what’s the point of even
living? You can be really rich and
famous, but if you’re not happy you
are not a success. You can be
shovelling s*** in the street and if
that’s what makes you happy, you’re a
successful human being.
“What is it psychologically about

fame? It’s external validation.
Invariably people who are not very
confident are the ones who desire it.
They are equally the ones who are the
most ill-equipped to deal with it when
it comes along. That’s why so many
people in entertainment are deeply
f***ed up: they can’t take the rough
with the smooth.”
Being clear on that, he says, means

he can “concentrate on more
important things. Like where my
daughter goes to school. Or what’s
wrong with the dog”. But, I say, the

script that is often written for him is
that his drive for fame comes from his
parents’ divorce. “I don’t know. I had
a happy childhood. I went through
my parents’ divorce like so many
people do who don’t go into acting.”
Rather, it seems the direction

that divorce drives him in is
personal rather than
professional. “My parents
have a great relationship,
it’s all sickeningly OK now,
but people with divorced
parents . . . I wouldn’t want
Tilly to ever feel like I
walked out on her.
Somewhere deep down
when a parent leaves you
think, ‘Why did you leave
me?’ Not, ‘Why did you
leave my mum?’ That’s the
psychological process stored
away somewhere.”
How does he think his life

would be if he hadn’t committed
to a relationship? “I think very

DAVE WILLIS
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The pop star
with music
at her fingertips
Imogen Heap dreamt of writing songs on electronic
gloves. What she came up with is just the beginning
of a musical revolution, she tells Will Hodgkinson

A
s the taxi pulls
up outside a
beautiful Victorian
roundhouse deep
inside a wood near
Romford in Essex, a
tall, graceful, most
definitely pregnant

woman appears, wearing some rather
unusual gloves.
Imogen Heap, 36, and possibly the

world’s first technologically enhanced
singer-songwriter, is wearing her latest
invention: Mi.Mu Gloves. Using a chip
similar to those in smartphones, the
gloves respond to movement, allowing
each hand gesture to trigger off a
different sound which is then
programmed into a computer and
accessed through broadband. The
gloves hint at a new relationship with
the human body and music, which is
what Heap has been working towards,
in one way or another, all her career.
“The gloves have sensors that

interface with the computer, so
through your movements you become
the instrument,” says Heap as we enter
a front room that is a cross between a
smart Victorian lounge and a mad
scientist’s lair. In one corner is a Heath
Robinson-like tower of drums and
cymbals that is controlled, somehow,

by the keys of a grand piano; in
another is an elegantly dishevelled
fireplace. Heap demonstrates the
gloves by making them respond to her
voice. She sings a note and sweeps her
left arm, causing the note to reverberate
endlessly. It’s mind-boggling.
“You can programme each hand

movement to trigger a different
response,” she says, waving her index
finger to cut dead the reverberations
of her voice. Has she programmed a
response to a rude hand gesture?
“That would be Posture Eight,” she
replies. She raises a middle finger. The
blunt thud is suitably ill mannered.
All of this is being developed for

Heap’s Reverb Festival at the
Roundhouse — not, confusingly, her
home, but a venue of the same name
in north London — which aims to
celebrate the cutting-edge of music
and technology. Alongside sound
installations and a huge LED tree that
shimmers in response to the music,
Heap has curated concerts by some
real-life musicians, the Finnish
violinist Pekka Kuusisto and the
radical composer Alexander Schubert
among them. She, meanwhile, will be
playing the gloves.
“It’s a battle between humans and

machines,” says Heap, waving her

Watch Imogen
Heap perform
with her
electronic gloves
tablet editions and
thetimes.co.uk/arts
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because I had to go behind a laptop. I
wanted to get inside amazing pieces of
software and take the rigidity out of
them, to make them human again.”
Heap is enamored of a circuit board

called Arduino, which helped make
the gloves possible. “Arduino is
enabling people with microchips,” she
says, with excitement. “It’s wearable
technology that can be built into
clothes, so it can sense when you are
coming towards a wall and so on. It’s
going to change the world.”
It sounds like Arduino will replace

the smartphone. “Oh definitely, and I
look forward to it. I’m always losing
my phone and I’d much rather be
fitted with a microchip with
biodata that will tell me when I
need to drink water, or when I’m
passing by a Boots and I need to
buy hand cream and so on.

“Gestural interaction with
our computers is the future
because it’s bringing the

machine to the human rather
than the other way round. We’re

becoming expressive again.” Won’t
the human microchip bring about
the beginning of the end, leading to

Imogen Heap and her
electronic gloves and,
below, in performance

0 Joe Meek
Before losing his mind and killing his
landlady then himself in a fit of rage
in 1967, Meek was a pioneering
British record producer. He used
studio effects such as multitracking
and sampling in his upstairs flat on
Holloway Road, London, from the
early 1960s on. For Telstar by the
Tornadoes — Margaret Thatcher’s
favourite single, famously — Meek
used a clavioline keyboard, creating
a space-age sound suited to a tune
inspired by the satellite.

0 Annette Peacock
This American jazz musician was
an avant-garde proponent of the
Moog synthesizer. Her remarkable
1971 album I’m The One made
revolutionary use of electronic
voice manipulation, a technique
later made famous, to less inspiring
effect, by Cher on Believe. Peacock
promoted the album by appearing as
a hologram.

0 Kraftwerk
The Düsseldorf band, below, turned
the very concept of electronics into a
raison d’etre and have been hugely

Together
in electric
dreams

FIONA GARDEN

influential in the process, combining
dry humour and classical western
harmony styles with futuristic
keyboard sounds. “By pressing down
a certain key it plays a little melody,”
goes Pocket Calculator, an ode to
modernity from the classic 1981
album Computer World. Autobahns,
fashion models and even the Tour de
France have all provided inspiration
for Kraftwerk’s futurist manifesto.

0 Giorgio Moroder
The Italian producer set the template
for synthetic disco with Love to Love
You Baby and I Feel Love, minimalist
masterpieces written for his muse
Donna Summer. Moroder did away
with musicians entirely by using
synthesizers, a hugely influential and
liberating concept: in the mid-1980s
the Detroit producers Juan Atkins
and Derrick May took Moroder’s
ideas, combined them with the
African-American music of their
youth, and invented techno.

0Walter/Wendy Carlos
Carlos’s 1968 hit Switched-on Bach
was one of the first albums to draw
attention to the synthesizer as
a musical instrument of value,
although the idea of playing the
great composer’s most cherished
pieces on so modern a machine was
not greeted warmly by the classical
establishment. Still, the album’s
subsequent success — it stayed in
the US Top 40 for 17 weeks — raised
enough money for Carlos to have
a gender reassignment operation.
Will Hodgkinson

grounds of the roundhouse, which was
Heap’s childhood home, and which she
bought recently off her father, she
explains how she constructed one
song, Lifeline, from everyday sounds
she asked fans to send in, including a
squeaky dishwasher door and the
striking of a match.
She also asked fans to send in lyrics,

and since this was just after the 2011
earthquake at Sendai in Japan many of
them related to death and disaster. It’s
an interesting idea and Lifeline is
lovely — it gets its tempo from the
heartbeat of Heap’s niece, recorded six
hours before she was born, so becomes
a reflection on both birth and death —
but isn’t this democratic approach
antithetical to art, generally the
product of concentration in solitude?
“I always thought I needed

introspection, I needed to be a hermit,
but actually it made me deeply
unhappy and quite uncreative,” she
ripostes, as we walk past a neglected

cherry picker rusting under a tree.
“Putting the feelers out there makes
you stretch creatively, just like
climbing a mountain stretches you
physically. The core of each song still
has a message that has meaning to me.”
There’s one song on Sparks that has

particular emotional resonance. The
Listening Chair is a five-minute a
capella piece in which each minute
represents seven years of Heap’s life.
She plans to continue adding on a
minute to the song, every seven years,
until she dies. “The last minute was
really hard to write because it made
me realise how I had been in a pretty
bad place for the past few years,” she
says, a rare admission of sadness in an
interview otherwise driven by the
optimism of a born futurist.
“Because I’ve been working since I

was 17, I’ve neglected my life with the
result that relationships have tended
to break down. After writing The
Listening Chair I realised what I
wanted: to have kids, to be homey, to
be settled. It was very emotional
because I was 35 at the time, single,
and I didn’t know if I had left it too late.
And then Michael came into my life.”
Working away in the basement is

Michael Lebor, a film director who
Heap has been collaborating with for
the past three years. He became her
boyfriend three months after The
Listening Chair was completed and has
fathered her child-to-be. “When you
think deeply about something you can
effect change, which is what happened
with The Listening Chair,” Heap says as
we arrive at a vast barn she is turning
into a studio and rehearsal space. “For
years I was writing about unrequited
love or being cheated on, and that’s
what happened.” She looks around the
barn. “I now believe that you can ask
the universe for what you need.”
She may well be right. If what you

need is a pair of robotic gloves that
turn movement into sound in a
revolutionary fashion, then the
universe might just listen.
Reverb Festival is at the Roundhouse,
London NW1, August 21-24,
supported by Bloomberg. Sparks is out
on Megaphonic Records on August 18

For years I wrote
about unrequited
love — and that’s
what happened

hand and creating all kinds of
futuristic yet oddly emotional sounds.
“The human wins in many ways
because they are spontaneous and
software isn’t, but the machines can do
things that humans can’t. I always
wanted to pair the sonic wizardry of
the studio with the flow of natural
movement, which the gloves allow for.”
Heap’s musical journey began the

traditional way, with classical training
in piano, cello and clarinet at a
Quaker-run boarding school in
Saffron Walden. But by her late teens
she was teaching herself how to work
with samplers and sequencers. She has
taken advantage of the possibilities of
technology ever since, from using a
vocoder to give her voice a robotic
quality on her 2005 hit Hide and Seek
to hiring musicians through the online
auditorium Vokle.
“I began building my own systems

because I was never satisfied with
what was available,” she explains. “I
was always frustrated because I’d have,
say, a spongy sound in my head that
felt like a shape and I couldn’t find a
way of creating it or I’d be disengaged
from the audience in a concert

technology that can read our minds
and make us allow governments to
brainwash us? “I’m sure there will
always be people who are one step
ahead of the government,” Heap says
in a tone of certainty that suggests she
is almost definitely one of those people.
All this scientific wonderment is

twinned with a primary role as a
singer-songwriter, a form traditionally
relying on little more than a piano or
an acoustic guitar and a piece of paper
to write the lyrics on. Doesn’t she ever
want to keep things simple?
“The technology is, for me, at the

heart of the process. The idea with
[her new album] Sparks was that each
song represented a technological
development in itself so that the next
time I toured I would have new levels
of freedom. There’s a song calledMe
the Machine that I wanted to write on
the gloves, which meant I had to invent
the gloves before I could write it. That’s
why it doesn’t have melodic notes that
you would recognise if I had written it
on piano; it’s more like a cluster of
sounds that changes constantly
depending on hand movements.”
As we take a walk through the
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Edinburgh comedy
What Does the Title
Matter Anyway?
McEwan Hall
{{{{(

O
f all the performers I’ve
seen at this year’s Fringe,
none has met with more
adulation than these. It’s
no wonder: the rolling cast

for What Does the Title Matter
Anyway? includes improvisation
royalty: Josie Lawrence, Colin
Mochrie, Steven Frost, Greg Proops
and host Clive Anderson, who decades
ago led them in a radio and TV series
calledWhose Line Is It Anyway? That
programme can’t be mentioned here
— the lawyers have seen to that — but
in anything but name (and a new
pianist, Philip Pope) this is the old
gang back together.
They haven’t lost a bit of their verve

as they move through the knockabout
games, working brilliantly with each
other and with audience suggestions.
They’re verbally and physically
spritely as they perform a scene at a
dentist’s using only questions
(“Which hole do you want me to fill?”
Mochrie quickfires) or make up a
musical about St John Ambulance
(including mouth-to-mouth, of
course). The show is only ever one
ping away from the puerile, but this is
an innocent affair with no weak links.
It’s every bit as funny as that
unmentionable TV show and more
exciting for being live.
The same laughter count does not

apply to Prompter (Gilded Balloon,
two stars). The title refers to the
autocue that guest comedians read
from then improvise around as if
giving a TED talk on a dark subject.
Granted, it’s a late-night show placed
in an afternoon slot. Still, on the day I
saw it it was flat, awkward and
horribly revealing of how hard it is to
improvise well. Even a stonking turn
by Marcus Brigstocke, reinventing
reasons to go to North Korea, could
not save a format that otherwise failed
to fly.
Alex Hardy
Box office:0844 5458252, to Aug 19

Brian Tilley (Ganesh) with Simon Laherty as a soft-spoken Hitler

When Hinduism
met the Holocaust
It sounds crazy, but this Australian
show is brilliant, writes Allan Radcliffe

Edinburgh
theatre
Ganesh Versus
the Third Reich
Royal Lyceum
{{{{(

G
anesh, the elephant-headed
Indian god, worshipped as
the remover of obstacles,
travels to Germany in 1943
to reclaim the swastika, a

sacred Sanskrit symbol, from Hitler’s
Third Reich. It could be the pitch for a
slightly off-colour graphic novel or a
Sixties acid-casualty’s hallucination.
In fact this brilliantly analytical
production from Australia’s Back
to Back Theatre is even more strange
and unsettling than its premise
would suggest.

For starters, the piece is shot
through with gorgeous visuals, created
using sliding plastic screens that allow
the five-strong ensemble of actors to
interact with animated characters and
backdrops. The simple means by
which the bare stage of the Royal
Lyceum becomes transformed is in
itself an impressive testament to the
power of theatrical illusion.
Yet the show’s central question,

debated among the cast between
scenes, is never “how” they are going
to stage this story, but whether they
have the right as white Western actors
to tackle a play that touches on
Hinduism and the Holocaust.
Initially, the meta-theatrical element

is used to poke fun at the creative
process with David Woods cast in the
role of a director, whose touchy-feely
jargon barely masks his tyrannical
nature. That four members of the
ensemble have learning difficulties is
at first barely acknowledged, despite
the inclusion of a scene in which
Ganesh (played by Brian Tilley) listens
to the Nazi doctor, Josef Mengele,
outlining his attraction to what he
describes as “the abnormal” and the
black humour of casting the slight,
softly spoken Simon Laherty as the
Führer.
The atmosphere of the show,

devised by the company and directed
by Bruce Gladwin, is increasingly
charged as the ethical debate rages out
of control. The pivotal moment comes
when Woods rounds on the audience,
accusing us of having paid to see “a
freak show”. The denials come thick
and fast but there’s a tangible sense of
discomfort from the stalls. The
questions raised — about authenticity,
visibility and creative ownership —
provoke feverish discussion in the
teeming rain outside the theatre and
the piece lingers in the mind.
Box office: 0131 473 2000, ends tonight

Proms 32 and 33
ASMF; NYO
Albert Hall
{{{{(

O
n stage at teatime: the
Academy of St Martin in
the Fields, led by Neville
Marriner, at 90 the oldest
conductor in the Proms’

history. On stage at suppertime: Olivia
Gandee, at 14 the youngest player in
the National Youth Orchestra and the
only one to be born this millennium.
The NYO concert felt particularly

about the blaze of youth, heard not
just in the sheer spark of the playing,
but in the precocity of the music,
including Stravinsky’s miraculous
ballet Petrushka and Prokofiev’s
graduation present to himself, his First
Piano Concerto. Edward Gardner,
making his NYO debut, balanced the
grease-painted richness of Petrushka
with its dramatic propulsion and
allowed space for individual flair: here,
a vivid performance from principal
flute Epsie Thompson. Louis
Schwizgebel — young, Swiss and a
Proms debutant — was an ideal soloist
in the Prokofiev, bringing thoughtful
illumination to the concerto’s look-at-
me fireworks. In a concert heavy on
splash — it closed with Luoslawski’s
equally wham-bam Concerto for
Orchestra — Schwizgebel’s Schubert
encore (artfully spiced by Liszt) offered
a chance to marvel more calmly.
The ASMF, meanwhile, played a

game of two halves. Marriner expertly
flew the flag for Walton’s Henry V film
score with dramatic recitations from
John Hurt and wordless ooh-ahs from
the Trinity Boys Choir and London
Philharmonic Choir. Hurt was more
King Lear than King Hal, but there
was no chance that his grizzled
reflection could go the wrong side of
jingoistic. Before the Bard, came
Joshua Bell, the orchestra’s music
director, who had the hall purring with
delight after leading the Academy in a
zippy performance of Beethoven’s First
Symphony. He then took the spotlight
in Bruch’s Violin Concerto, a musical
soufflé he baked to perfection.
Neil Fisher

Edinburgh concert
BBCSSO/Runnicles
Usher Hall
{{{((

S
cotland’s major orchestras have
certainly been well showcased
at the opening weekend of the
International Festival. After the
Royal Scottish National’s heroic

surge through Scriabin and
Schoenberg on the first night it was
the BBC Scottish Symphony’s turn to
plunge into heavyweight 20th-century
repertoire under Donald Runnicles’s
ebullient direction.
After opening with a spine-tingling

account of Britten’s 1941 Sinfonia da
Requiem, Runnicles’s account of
Holst’s The Planets (complete with
Colin Matthews’s superb postmodern
addition, Pluto) was vividly forthright.
I wish, however, that he had subdued
the orchestra for Berg’s Seven Early
Songs or chosen a soprano able to float
over the top more effectively than the
intelligent but constrained Michaela
Kaune.
Robin Ticciati’s concert with the

Scottish Chamber Orchestra worried
me. The young conductor’s airy,
Furtwangler-lite gestures may have
been intended to convey line and
expression, but the soggy results in
Brahms’s Tragic Overture and
Schumann’s Third Symphony lacked
definition and were sometimes not
quite together. What suited his hyper-
romantic approach best was Webern’s
sensual Langsamer Satz. Unfortunately
the evening ended with Beethoven’s
Emperor Piano Concerto played by
Lars Vogt, either with thumping
vulgarity or tinkly sentimentality. He
was cheered to the rafters.
Far more worthy of a standing

ovation was the Queen’s Hall concert
in which a group of brilliant young
chamber musicians led by Nicola
Benedetti played Brahms’s G minor
Piano Quartet and Shostakovich’s
Piano Quintet. Rapport, detail,
virtuosity, daring variation of vibrato
and timbre, controlled but intense
expressivity — in all these
departments, what they did in the
Brahms couldn’t be bettered. Or so I
thought, but in Shostakovich’s ironic
(or is it?) masterpiece it was. Stunning.
Richard Morrison

Edinburgh dance
Inala
Playhouse
{{{((

T
his new hybrid dance-and-
music show features the
stellar South African male
choir Ladysmith Black
Mambazo rubbing shoulders

— and occasionally even sharing steps
— with highly trained dancers. As the
opening salvo of the International
Festival’s dance strand, the production
(which will tour the UK Sept 17-Oct 4)
is somewhat misleadingly promoted as
“a Zulu ballet”. While there are spots
of dancing on pointe, this two-act
performance is an impressionistic
display of somewhat Africanised
abstract contemporary dance, rather
than a classically based narrative
work. It’s a pleasantly packaged
entertainment that I suspect is striving
to be something more. At Sunday’s
world premiere such ambitions were
only occasionally realised.
Choreographed by Mark Baldwin,

Inala flows fairly smoothly on currents
of music and motion. A five-piece
band is upstage beneath the backdrop
of a dry sky marked by two long
gouges, as if the heavens have been
clawed. The ten dancers are a flighty
bunch, reeling on and off the stage,
sometimes wearing costume designer

Georg Meyer-Wiel’s elegant feathered
helmets. There’s a brief, nascent love
duet between Camille Bracher and
Mark James Biocca, a coupling that is
later reprised. The first act ends with a
flash of perfunctory drama involving a
fallen body and the carrying away of a
bird spirit. Any themes or emotional
through-lines, however, are suggested
rather than developed.
The dancers are all highly capable,

with the mercurial Dane Hurst a
sparingly used standout. The few times
when the ensemble share moves with
the singers are nicely integrated, but it
is Ladysmith’s nine members whom we
most want to watch. And, of course,
hear. The score is credited to company
founder Joseph Shabalala, London-
based composer Ella Spira and the
singers themselves. Their soft, sure
harmonies roll out on waves of pure
feeling. For me the highlight was when
the male singers were by themselves in
a downstage row, each moving with
gentle individuality yet functioning as
one voice. They sing as if they have
nothing to prove; it’s this immensely
natural quality that sustains Inala.
Donald Hutera
Box office: 0131 473 2000, ends tonight

Dominic Maxwell
on Rona Munro’s
sweeping Scottish
history trilogy,
The James Plays
thetimes.co.uk/firstnight

JEFF BUSBY

Members can
enjoy 2 for 1
Edinburgh
Fringe ticket
offers every day
See today’s list of
participating shows at
mytimesplus.co.uk/
edinburgh
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Eroni Kumana
Solomon Islander who rescued John F Kennedy and his naval crew during the Second World War

Kumana holding
a bust of
Kennedy,
pictured left on
his naval boat

in 1943, which
was given to
him by the late
president’s
nephew

OnAugust 5, 1943, two US sailors were
in desperate trouble on a small coral
atoll in the midst of the Pacific Ocean.
Their boat had been sunk several days
earlier, and although they had man-
aged to swim to the island their
strength was ebbing. Unless help came
soon their prospect for survival seemed
bleak, yet as the areawas dominated by
Japanese forces the chance of rescue
appeared remote.
Then, a little after noon, they spotted

a dugout canoe rowed by two of the
local Solomon Islanders, who took
fright at their shouts and paddled away.
However, when one of the sailors, the
boat’s skipper, returned toanearby islet
where he had left other survivors, he
found that the pair had comeacross the
rest of his crew.
The two men, Eroni Kumana and

Biuku Gasa, told the officer that
they would carry an SOS to the
Allies, which ultimately led to the
Americans’ lives being saved. The
young lieutenant’s name was John
Fitzgerald Kennedy, and 17 years later
he would become president of the US.
Some moments really do change the
course of history.
Kennedy’s ordeal had begun on the

night of August 2. His motor torpedo
boat, PT-109, had taken part in an
attackonaconvoy in theBlackett Strait
in the Solomon Islands, east of Papua
New Guinea. Suddenly, a fast-moving
Japanese destroyer had loomed out of
the darkness and rammed the smaller
boat, cleaving its hull in two. A fire
caused by the impact convinced other

ships in the US flotilla that Kennedy’s
crew had all been killed. No search was
made for survivors and a memorial
service was later held for the men.
In fact, although two of the vessel’s

complement of 13 had died at the scene,
the other 11 were still in the water. At
first they clung to the wreckage of the
hull, but with no sign of ships about
Kennedy decided that they should
swim to a small island some threemiles
away improbably known as Plum
Pudding. He had been on the
swimming team at Harvard, and was
able to tow an injured crew member
using the belt of a
lifejacket clamped
between his teeth.
Meanwhile, the fire

on the motor torpedo
boat had been spotted
byanAustralian coast-
watcher, Sub-Lieuten-
ant Arthur Evans,
hidden in an observa-
tionpostatopavolcano
on Kolombangara, an
island on the far side of
the strait. He decided to
send two local scouts
loyal to theAllies— the
Solomons were then a
British protectorate —
to look for survivors.
The duo were Gasa and
Kumana, the latter then
aged about 22, although
he never knew with

much certainty how old he was. By the
time that they found thecrew,Kennedy
had led them further through shark-
infested waters towards the last island
in the chain in search of food andwater.
Kumana recalled that almost the first
thing that the survivors asked them for
was for cigarettes, andhe impressed the
Americans by lighting these with a fire
made by rubbing together two sticks.
The islanders spoke little English —

Kumana had received only a scant
education, from Seventh Day Advent-
ist missionaries — but Kennedy was
able to make them understand that he
needed to send a message asking for a
larger boat to come and pick up the
crew. It was Gasa who suggested he
etch this onto a coconut, and Kumana
who climbed a tree to pick one.
Braving Japanese patrols, whichoften

used the native canoes as target
practice, they then paddled more than
35 miles to bring it to Evans. “I was
young, but I wasn’t scared,” Kumana
said. The survivors of PT-109 were
eventually rescued by other US
torpedo boats on August 8.
Kennedy’s subsequent status as a war

hero played no small part in his rapid
politicalascent.Henever forgot themen
who had saved him, and kept the
coconutonhis deskat theWhiteHouse.
HeeveninvitedGasaandKumanatohis
inauguration, but they were reportedly
prevented from attending by colonial
officials embarrassed by their homely
appearance.
Kumana was much affected by the

news of Kennedy’s assassination, and

upset that they were unable to keep
their promise to see one another again.
“My sadness was great,” Kumana said.
He was overcome by tears when, in
2002, he was visited at his home on
Ranogga Island by the president’s
nephew, Max, who gave him a bust of
Kennedy which became Kumana’s
most treasured possession. The
Kennedy family also contributed
towards the cost of building homes for
Gasa — who died in 2005 — and for
Kumana, although his was badly
damaged in the 2007 tsunami.
Even into his 90s, Kumana remained

spry and continued tomake occasional
visits to Plum Pudding, since renamed
Kennedy Island. In 2008, he sent a
prized family heirloom, a string of giant
clamshells known indialect as “kustom
money”, to beplacedon the graveof the
man he regarded as his honorary chief.
During thewar,Kumanaalso saved two
US pilots whose plane had been
destroyed.Lastyear theAustraliangov-
ernment belatedly issued a commemo-
rative medal to the remaining veteran
island scouts and coastwatchers.
Eroni Kumana died on the 71st

anniversary of the sinking of PT-109,
surroundedbyhis family.He is believed
to have had nine children with his wife,
Anne Laela. One of their sons is called
John Fitzgerald Kennedy Kumana.

Eroni Kumana, wartime rescuer of John
F Kennedy, was thought to have been
born in 1921. He died on August 2, 2014

He picked a coconut
for Kennedy to etch
a message to the Allies

AFP / GETTY IMAGES

James Shigeta
James Shigeta, actor,
was born on June 17,
1929. He died on July
28, 2014, aged 85

At a time when Asian characters in
Hollywoodwere usually comic turns or
devious villains and were often por-
trayed by white actors in elaborate
make-up, James Shigeta broke new
ground. He starred as a detective in the
thriller The Crimson Kimono and was
the romantic lead in the big-budget
1961 film version of Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s musical Flower Drum
Song. “For a while after Flower Drum
Song things got better for Asians in
Hollywood,” Shigeta said. “They
startedportraying theAsian-American
as something other than the poor man
in amenial job, as a doctor or attorney.”
He appeared as a monk in the musical
film Lost Horizon, also starring Peter
Finch and John Gielgud. He later
reached a younger generation playing
the principled executive who is shot by
Alan Rickman in Die Hard, and he
voiced General Li in Disney’sMulan.
Shigeta was born in Hawaii into a

family of Japanese descent. He studied
at New York University and served in
the US Marines during the Korean
War. He pursued a singing career after
success on a television talent show but
soon attracted offers from Hollywood.

Patrick Forman
Patrick Forman,
journalist and pilot,
was born on January
27, 1923. He died
on April 17, 2014,
aged 91

Patrick Forman made a significant
contribution to safer flying, both
through his reports as The Sunday
Times air correspondent and through
his book Flying Into Danger. Born in
1923 in Moffat, Scotland, he was
educated at Loretto School. He had
hoped to fly Spitfires but was instead
commissioned into the field artillery.
Hewas invalidedoutof servicewhenhe
was struck by tuberculosis of the spine.
After graduating from Pembroke

College, Cambridge, he qualified as a
solicitor and developed his talent in
photography. But he never gave up on
his dream of flying, and acquired an
instrument rating in addition to his
private flying licence.
In 1970 he was appointed to the The

Sunday Times staff and reported on the
1974 Turkish Airlines McDonnell
Douglas DC10 crash near Paris, in
which 346 people died. Forman was
married to Sarah Llewellyn Lewis, who
had been personal assistant to Godfrey
Smith, editor of The Sunday Times
magazine, before moving to work on
the arts pages.

Lives in brief

If you would like to add a personal view or
recollection to a published obituary, you

can send your contribution by post to Times
Obituaries, 1 London Bridge Street, London SE1
9GF, or by email to tributes@thetimes.co.uk

@

News of the president’s
assassination much
affected him

of



50 FGM Tuesday August 12 2014 | the times

Register

50

Sir Nicholas Scheele
Businessman who tackled the declining fortunes of Jaguar in the 1990s and crossed the Atlantic to become Ford’s No 2

When Scheele started at Jaguar the marque was losing a million dollars a day. He thought Ford was “nuts” to buy it

Sir Nicholas Scheele was one of the few
people to reject a plea by Tony Blair
when the former prime minister was at
the height of his powers. In 2004 Blair
urgedScheele to reconsider thedecision
to close Jaguar’s historic Coventry fact-
ory. However, Scheele, who had been
running Jaguar for seven years and was
by then chairman of Ford Europe, had
persuaded his bosses that the closure
was the only way to save the business.
The episode illustrated Scheele’s

oft-cited iron fist in a velvet glove. That
skill brought him to Ford’s headquar-
ters inDearborn,Michigan, as chief op-
eratingofficerandNo2 toWilliamClay
Ford Jr, to sort out chronic problems in
the US. His ready smile and elegant
style won over many an opponent and
earnedhim thenickname “MrPerfect”.
He admitted that one of his heroes was
CSForester’s fictionalCaptainHoratio
Hornblower, because of the seafarer’s
ability to lead by consensus rather than
force. However, he showed his stub-
born streak in insisting throughout his
life that his surname be pronounced in
the German style, Schayler.
Ford had bought Jaguar for $2.5

billion in 1990 as part of a plan to break
into the luxury car market once more,
after its longstanding Lincoln marque
in the US had become tarnished.
However, Jaguar was almost immedi-
ately plunged into a recession.Demand
fell and the antiquated factories were
overmanned. Scheele — as one of
Ford’s few senior British managers —
was tasked with fixing its problems and
became the eloquent voice of Jaguar in
the 1990s, as well as adding LandRover
and Aston Martin to the group. His
office was the polished room that had
once belonged to Jaguar founder Sir
WilliamLyons overlooking the gates of
the Coventry factory. The desk was de-
scribed by one visitor as “the size of a
small hatchback”.
He described his reaction when he

heard that Ford had bought Jaguar,
“Two and a half billion dollars? I
thought we must be nuts.” The motor-
ing firm was losing a million dollars a
day when he started. “Most companies
would simply have walked away,” he
saidof thedifficultieshe—andFord—
faced. In the first few months staff
would tell him “. . . but
Jaguar has always done
it this way”. Over the

next decade, living between Stratford-
upon-Avon and Michigan, Scheele did
much to boost production and sales, as
well as the image of Jaguar as an
emblem of British design. However, he
was ultimately unable to squeeze out a
profit.
Strongly pro-Euro-

pean, he threw himself into the cam-
paign for the UK to join the euro in
2003, warning that if it did not Ford
would have to reconsider its commit-
ment toBritain.Whilehe lost that fight,
Ford subsequently sold Jaguar, Land

Rover and Aston Martin
and scaled back other
UK operations includ-
ing cutting operations
at its Dagenham plant,

in Essex, near where
Scheele was born in 1944.
His grandparents were

German, and his fatherworked at
the Bata shoe factory in Tilbury, east

of London, which was Czech-owned
and provided living accommodation.
He turned his family background to his
advantage, winning a place at Durham
University to readFrenchandGerman,
which he spoke with his grandmother.
Although his fees were paid through a
grant, hedidnothaveenough to liveoff.
He supplemented his income by play-
ingpokerandbrag.Healsomethiswife,
Rosamund, a fellow languages student,
with whom he had two sons, James, in
advertising, and Paul, a strategist with
Alcoa, the international metals group,
and a daughter, Hannah, an account-
ant.

When Scheele graduated he was ap-
proachedby several international com-
panies, includingShell,BPandIBM.He
chose Ford because its Dagenham
plant was near his home, and he could
start straightaway. Unusually, he began
in Ford’s purchasing department, and
hadnodirect factory involvement until
much later. Thatwouldhave limitedhis
career in theoldmachomotor industry,
but after the top management had a
look at him in Dearborn, they decided
to let him show what he could do with
their Mexico operation.
It proved a good test. When union

militants occupied the factory, he
called in the army to remove them. The
episodemarked Scheele out as a future
leader. After a decade with Jaguar, in
2001, hewas summoned back toMichi-
ganas chief operatingofficer to sort out
much bigger problems. Within months
the chief executive, JacquesNasser,was
oustedover the recall of Firestone tyres
on the new Ford Explorer sports utility
vehicle. Scheele was thrown into an
intensely political situation, as several
executives tried to catch the eye of the
rulingFord family.He said: “There is al-
ways pressure. This is an industry
which lives and breathes pressure.”
A rival seized onScheele’s decision to

concentrateFord’s advertisingwithone
agency group where one of his sons
worked and the chief executive, Sir
Martin Sorrell, was a personal friend.
Scheele promptly reversed the deci-
sion, but the mud stuck.

In 2001 he was made a Knight Com-
mander of the Order of StMichael and
St George. He retired in 2006 but con-
tinued to support Ben, the auto work-
ers’ charity, as well as children’s causes
such as the NSPCC and Baby Lifeline.
He was an omnivorous reader, often

consuming a book a day, and loved fine
wines. As chancellor of Warwick Uni-
versity, hewas an advocate, too, for clos-
er ties between business and education.

Sir Nicholas Scheele, businessman, was
born on January 3, 1944. He died on July
18, 2014, aged 70

Zohra Sehgal
Indian actress who was fêted as the grand dame of Bollywood but made her name on British television in The Jewel in the Crown
Born into a wealthy Muslim family in
India long before partition, Zohra Seh-
gal was left a widow and single mother
after her husband’s suicide. She came to
Britain in theearly 1960sandworkedas
a dresser at the Old Vic in London
before becoming a familiar figure in
British drama.
Sehgal, whose name was often spelt

the same way as that of the American
actorGeorge Segal, trained as a dancer,
before appearing inNeecha Nagar (The
Lowly City), which won the leading
award at the first Cannes Film Festival
in 1946.
Over the years she made dozens of

films in India, but she was also known
for her roles inBritish films andon tele-
vision, often playing an elderly South
Asian woman struggling to cope with
an alien culture and themodern world.
She was Lady Chatterjee in ITV’s big-
budget 1984 adaptation of The Jewel in
theCrown, and she subsequentlyplayed
grandmothers in the ground-breaking
Channel 4 comedy series Tandoori
Nights (1985-87), the film Bend It Like
Beckham (2002), which made Keira

Knightley a star, and the comedy film
Chicken Tikka Masala (2005).
The third of seven children, she was

born Sahibzadi Zohra BegumMumtaz-
ullah Khan in Saharanpur, northern
India, in 1912, and was educated at
Queen Mary’s College in Lahore.
In interviews she would regularly

pronounce that she was a rebellious
child and maintained that position
throughout her life; shemarried aHin-
du, became an atheist and, as recently
as last year, told an interviewer that
what she had enjoyed most in life was
“sex, sex and more sex”.
Among the things against which she

rebelled was any idea of an early mar-
riage, vowing that shewanted to pursue
a career. Her father was aghast at the
suggestion that she become a pilot, and
acting was agreed upon as a compro-
mise between marrying and flying.
Through various family connections,
she actually wound up in ballet school
in Dresden.
She found lodgingwith a local count-

ess, cut up her burkas to make blouses
and petticoats, and by the end of her

third year was in a bikini. She joined a
dance company run by Uday Shankar
(Ravi’s brother) and toured Europe,
Asia, NorthAmerica andNorthAfrica.
In 1942 shemarriedKameshwarSeh-

gal, an artist. The future Indian prime
minister Jawaharlal Nehru was expect-
ed at thewedding and told themhehad
bought themPersian rugs as a wedding
gift. But he was arrested the previous
day and nevermade it. “I’m still waiting
for Nehru’s gift,” Sehgal told The Times
of India in 2003.
After partition she spent many years

touring in stage productions, having
reconciled herself to the fact that she
was “short, plumpandordinary”,would
nevermake a leading lady and had bet-
ter develop her skills as a character ac-
tress. She once quipped: “You see me
nowwhen I amold and ugly, in fact you
should have seen me earlier — when I
was young and ugly!”
She was devastated by her husband’s

suicide in 1959, but a few years later, she
and her two young children came to
England when she secured a drama
scholarship. Her daughter Kiran is an

Indian classical dancer as well as being
her mother’s biographer, while her son
Pawan works with the World Health
Organisation.
She was into her seventies before she

really began to make her mark with

mainstream British audiences, as an old
prostitute looking back on her life in
Ismail Merchant’s The Courtesans of
Bombay (1983) andmore significantly as
the Indian aristocrat Lili Chatterjee in
The Jewel in the Crown. It was one of the
most expensive and celebrated British
television dramas of its time. “She was
perfectly cast in that role as Aunt Lili
because shehad that twinkleall the time
and that phrase ‘I must dash off now to
the club’— sort of aping the British and
mocking them at the same time,” said
TimPigott-Smithwho starred in the se-
ries as Captain Ronald Merrick.
In her eighties she returned to India,

recovered from cancer, continued her
film career, and was celebrated as “the
grand old lady” of Indian cinema. Her
continuing success brought her much
enjoyment: “I go throughmy handbags
to match them with my sari and, in
each, I find little bundles of notes.
Goodness, can you believe it.”

Zohra Sehgal, actress, was born on
April 27, 1912. She died on July 10, 2014,
aged 102

He called in the army to
remove militants from a
Ford plant in Mexico

SIMON TOWNSLEY / THE TIMES

Sehgal starring as Lady Chatterjee
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Television & Radio/ Announcements

Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15
Neighbourhood Blues 10.00 Homes
Under the Hammer 11.00 Animal
Saints and Sinners 11.45 Real Lives
Reunited 12.15pm Bargain Hunt
1.00 BBC News; Weather 1.30
BBC Regional News; Weather
1.45 Doctors 2.15 Perfection 3.00
Escape to the Country 3.30 The
Hairy Bikers’ Bakeation 4.30 Flog It!
5.15 Pointless 6.00 BBC News 6.30
BBC Regional News Programmes
7.00 The One Show 7.30
EastEnders 8.00 Holby City 9.00
In the Club 10.00 BBC News 10.25
BBC Regional News; Weather
10.35 Scrappers 11.35 Operation
Wild 12.40am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.15am Homes Under the Hammer
7.15 Sign Zone 9.00 Live Athletics:
European Championships. Day one
from Zurich 1.00pm My Life in
Books 1.30 Breakaway 2.15 Cash in
the Attic 2.45 Natural World
3.45 Great Continental Railway
Journeys 4.45 Live Athletics:
European Championships. Further
coverage of day one from Zurich
8.30 Coast 9.30 Scotland Votes:
What’s at Stake for the UK? 10.30
Newsnight 11.20 The Stuarts
12.20am-1.20 Sign Zone: Hive Alive

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
The Chase 1.30 ITV News; Weather
2.00 Judge Rinder 3.00 Secret
Dealers 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00
The 21st Question 6.00 Regional
News 6.30 ITV News; Weather
7.00 Emmerdale 7.30 Ade at Sea
8.00 Love Your Garden 9.00
Executed 10.00 ITV News at Ten
and Weather 10.30 Regional
News 10.40 The Chase 11.40
Tales from Northumberland
with Robson Green 12.05am
Jackpot247 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle
Show USA 3.40 ITV Nightscreen
4.15 Britain’s Best Bakery
5.05-6.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun 7.35 The King of
Queens 8.00 Everybody Loves
Raymond 9.00 Frasier 10.00 The
Big Bang Theory 11.00 Come Dine
with Me 12.00 Channel 4 News
Summary 12.05pm Come Dine
with Me 1.40 Four in a Bed 2.40
Countdown 3.30 Deal or No Deal
4.30 Win It Cook It 5.00 Couples
Come Dine with Me 6.00 The
Simpsons 6.30 Hollyoaks 7.00 News
8.00 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for
Free 9.00 Undercover Boss 10.00
Utopia 11.05 Royal Marines
Commando School 12.05am Poker

1.00 KOTV Boxing Weekly 1.30
Armoy Road Races 2.25 London
Triathlon 3.20 Caterham Motorsport
3.45 Trans World Sport 4.40 Deal
or No Deal. Game show 5.35-6.00
Gordon Ramsay’s Home Cooking

Sky1
6.00am Glee 7.00 Dog Patrol 8.00
Futurama 10.00 NCIS: Los Angeles
1.00pm Road Wars 2.00 The
Simpsons 3.00 Glee 4.00 Futurama
5.00 The Simpsons 5.30 Futurama
6.30 The Simpsons 8.00 Modern
Family 9.00 An Idiot Abroad 2
10.00 Glee 11.00 NCIS: Los Angeles
1.00am Brit Cops: Rapid Response
3.00 Road Wars 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News 8.30
World Business Report 8.45 BBC
World News 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00
BBC World News 10.30 World
Business Report 10.45 Sport Today
11.00 BBC World News 12.00 GMT
1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 HARDtalk
4.00 Global 5.30 World Business
Report 5.45 Sport Today 6.00
Outside Source 6.30 Focus on
Africa 7.00 World News Today with
Zeinab Badawi 8.30 World Business
Report 8.45 Sport Today 9.00
Business Edition with Tanya Beckett
9.30 HARDtalk 10.00 BBC World
News America 11.00 Newsday 11.30
Asia Business Report 11.45 Sport
Today 12.00 Newsday 12.30am
Asia Business Report 12.45 Sport
Today 1.00 Newsday 1.30 Asia
Business Report 1.45 Sport Today
2.00 BBC World News 2.30 Asia
Business Report 2.45 Sport Today
3.00 BBC World News 3.30 Asia
Business Report 3.45 Sport Today
4.00 BBC World News 4.30
HARDtalk 5.00 BBC World News
5.30 World Business Report
5.45-6.00 BBC World News

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Football Gold 7.00 WWE:
Afterburn 8.00 Football Gold 9.00
FL72 Review 10.00 Premier League
Years 12.00 Football Gold 1.00pm
Capital One Cup Football 2.00 FL72
Review 3.00 Eredivisie Round-Up
4.00 Capital One Cup Football 5.00
Ringside 6.00 Premier League 100
Club 6.30 Football Gold 7.30 Live
Elite League Speedway. Coverage
of another top-flight encounter
9.30 Football Gold. Four back-to-
back episodes 10.30 Ringside.
Boxing magazine 11.30 One2Eleven:
Gary Neville 11.45 One2Eleven:
Simon Mignolet and Eden Hazard
12.00 Elite League Speedway

2.00am Premier League Years
4.00 The Fantasy Football Club
4.30 Football Gold. Four back-to-
back shows 5.30-6.00 PL 100 Club

Sky Sports 2
6.00am Australia’s Best Ashes Days
7.00 Test Cricket 8.00 Test Cricket:
The Verdict 9.00 Australia’s Best
Ashes Days 10.00 England’s Best
Ashes Days 12.00 Ashes Modern
Classics 1.30pm Sporting Greats
1.55 Live Royal London One-Day
Cup Cricket: Warwickshire Bears v
Surrey. Action from Edgbaston
9.30 Ashes Modern Classics
10.00 Super League Backchat
10.30 England’s Best Ashes Days
12.30am Super League Backchat
1.00 Ashes Modern Classics 1.30
Super League Backchat 2.00
England’s Best Ashes Days 4.00
Super League Backchat 4.30
Sporting Greats 5.00-6.00
Australia’s Best Ashes Days

Sky Sports 3
6.00am Sporting Rivalries 6.30 Surf
Unleashed 7.00 IRB Rugby World
Sevens Highlights 8.00 ATP Masters
Tennis 9.00 WWE: Afterburn 10.00
WWE Special. A history of the
wrestling organisation 11.00 Racing
News 11.30 Surf Unleashed 12.00
ATP Masters Tennis 1.00pm IRB
Rugby World Sevens Highlights
2.00 Surf Unleashed 2.30 Sporting
Greats 3.00 ATP Masters Tennis
4.00 Live ATP Masters Tennis: The
Cincinnati Masters. Coverage of the
second day from the Lindner Family
Tennis Centre in Mason, Ohio,
featuring first and second-round
matches 10.00 Sportswomen 10.30
Surf Unleashed 11.00 IRB Rugby
World Sevens Highlights 12.00 Live
ATP Masters Tennis: The Cincinnati
Masters. Further coverage of day
two from the Lindner Family
Tennis Centre in Mason, Ohio
2.00am Sporting Rivalries 3.30
IRB Rugby World Sevens Highlights
4.30-6.00 Sporting Rivalries

British Eurosport
7.30am Cycling 8.45 Watts
9.00 Live Athletics European
Championships. Day one from
Zurich 1.00pm Ironman 1.30
Triathlon 2.30 Athletics European
Championships 4.00 Live Athletics
European Championships. Day one
from Zurich 8.15 Fifa Under-20s
Women’s World Cup Football 8.45
Live Fifa Under-20s Women’s World
Cup Football: Brazil v Germany
(Kick-off 9.00). Coverage from the
Olympic Stadium in Montreal,
Canada 11.00 Fifa Under-20s
Women’s World Cup Football
11.45-2.00 Live Fifa Under-20s
Women’s World Cup Football:
Ghana v Finland (Kick-off 12.00).
From the Moncton Stadium

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer 5.45
Farming Today 5.58 Tweet (r) 6.00
Today 9.00 A Law unto Themselves
9.30 Witness 9.45 (LW) Daily
Service 9.45 Book of the Week
10.00 Woman’s Hour 11.00 The
Listeners 11.30 The Art of the Loop
(r) 12.00 News 12.01pm (LW)
Shipping 12.04 Home Front 12.15
Call You and Yours 1.00 The World
at One 1.45 Plants: From Roots to
Riches 2.00 The Archers (r) 2.15
Afternoon Drama (r) 3.00 Making
History 3.30 Heal Thyself: A History
of Self-Help 4.00 Word of Mouth
4.30 Great Lives 5.00 PM 5.54 (LW)
Shipping 6.00 News 6.30 Meet
David Sedaris (r) 7.00 Archers 7.15
Front Row 7.45 To the Lighthouse
8.00 The Tories and the Police: The
End of the Affair 8.40 In Touch 9.00
Inside Health: Conflicted Medicine
9.30 A Law unto Themselves (r)
10.00 The World Tonight 10.45
Book at Bedtime 11.00 The Infinite
Monkey Cage (r) 11.30 The Shared
Experience (r) 12.30am Book of the
Week (r) 12.48 Shipping 1.00 World
Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News
9.06 The Documentary 9.30
Discovery 10.00 World Update
11.00 News 11.06 Outside Source
12.00 News 12.06pm Outlook
1.00 Newshour 2.00 Newshour
3.00 News 3.06 Business Daily
3.30 The Documentary 4.00 The
Newsroom 4.30 Sport Today 5.00
The Newsroom 5.30 World Business
Report 6.00 World Have Your Say
7.00 The Newsroom 7.30 Click.
Technological news 8.00 News
8.06 The Documentary 8.30 World
Business Report 8.50 From Our
Own Correspondent 9.00
Newshour. The stories behind
the latest headlines 10.00 News
10.06 Outlook. Perspectives
on important issues 11.00 News
11.06 The Newsroom 11.30 World
Business Report 12.00 The
Newsroom 12.20am Sports News
12.30 The Documentary 1.00 News
1.06 Business Matters 2.00 The
Newsroom 2.30 Click 3.00 News
3.06 Outlook 4.00 Newsday
4.30-5.00 The Documentary

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 11.00 Live Edinburgh
International Festival 2014. Ian
Bostridge and Julius Drake perform
Mahler, Weill and Britten 1.00pm
News 1.02 Radio 3 Lunchtime
Concert. Music by Beethoven,
Janácek and Mozart from the
Schwetzingen Festival 2.00
Afternoon on 3. The BBC NOW
performs Elgar’s First Symphony
and Mathias’s Violin Concerto 4.30
In Tune 6.00 Composer of the
Week: Ralph Vaughan Williams 7.00
Live BBC Proms 2014. The BBC
NOW performs music by Peter
Maxwell Davies, Walton and Sibelius
9.30 New Generation Artists. British
and American songs with the
mezzo Kitty Whately and the pianist
Joseph Middleton 10.00 Significant
Others: Jewish Life in Poland. The
challenges Polish Jews faced in the
20th century (r) 10.45 The Essay:
You Ain’t Heard Nothing Yet.
Jonathan Coe explores how Miklós
Rózsa became a film composer (r)
11.00 Live Late Junction 12.30am-
6.30 Through the Night

Births, Marriages and Deaths the times.co.uk/announcements
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Games

52

Can you make 6♠ on (i) a heart
lead (ii) a diamond lead on today’s
deal from the Pan-Arab Inter-Club
in Amman, Jordan?

(i) On a heart lead – in response
to East’s lead-directing double of
the 5♥ cue-bid – declarer rises
with the ace. He draws trumps,
plays ace-king and ruffs a club,
then runs all his trumps. Here is
the ending as he leads the last
trump:

East has to throw his penulti-
mate heart to avoid baring his king
of diamonds, but declarer now
exits with the jack of hearts [note
that if he did not hold the jack,
East could keep a lower heart and
allow West to win the heart trick].
East wins, but must lead from ♦KJ
round to dummy’s ♦AQ. Slam
made.

(ii) On a diamond lead – East’s
opened suit. Declarer carefully
inserts dummy’s nine (key play) –
play the queen and East can win
the king and return the jack to
break up the ending. East wins the
ten and returns the king of hearts.

Winning dummy’s ace of hearts,
declarer draws trumps, plays ace-
king and ruffs a club, then runs all
his trumps. Look at the ending as
the last trump is led:

Dummy’s heart is thrown and
East is squeezed. A diamond
promoted dummy’s ♦AQ; a heart
promotes declarer’s jack. Slam
made. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♠ , Opening Lead: ♥6/♦5

Dealer: West, Vulnerability: Neither

N
W E

S

Pass Pass 1♦(1)
Dbl(2) Pass 2♦(3) Pass
3♠(4) Pass 4♦(5) Pass
5♣(5) Pass 5♥(5) Dbl(6)
6♠ End

(1) Classic light third-in-hand opener.
(2) Judges he is too strong for a simple 1♠ [I’d
have bid 1♠– and probably not reached 6♠].
(3) Decent hand, effectively asking partner
to pick a major.
(4) Showing his extras.
(5) Ace-showing cue-bids looking for 6♠.
(6) Lead-directing.

S W N E

♠6
♥KQ103
♦KJ10876
♣105

Teams ♠9732
♥A875
♦AQ9
♣87

♠AKJ854
♥J2
♦43
♣AK3

♠Q10
♥964
♦52
♣QJ9642

N
W E

S

♠-
♥KQ
♦KJ
♣-

♠-
♥8
♦AQ9
♣-

♠4 (led)
♥J
♦43
♣-

N
W E

S

♠-
♥Q
♦KJ
♣-

♠-
♥8
♦AQ
♣-

♠4 (led)
♥J
♦4
♣-

________
á D 4 4 D]
àDp0 DpDk]
ßpD D Dp0]
ÞD D ) D ]
Ý Dn) D $]
ÜD ) D !P]
ÛPDBDqDPD]
ÚD D DRI ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Winning Move

White to play. This position is from Agde-
stein-Al Qudaimi, Tromso Olympiad
2014.
All four of White’s pieces are pointing
menacingly at the black king. How did he
smash through the feeble defences?
For up-to-the-minute information follow
my tweets on twitter.com/times_chess.

Hattrick

Grandmaster Matthew Sadler
enjoyed a flying start in the
Tromso Olympiad, winning his
first three games for England. In
today’s example Sadler carries out
a textbook attack in his chosen
opening. He demonstrates that in
the race between an offensive
against the enemy king and a
queenside counterattack, having
the king as a target may confer
decisive advantages.

White: Matthew Sadler
Black: Jingyao Tin
Tromso Olympiad 2014
King’s Indian Attack

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 e6 3 d3 Nc6 4 g3 d5
5 Nbd2

The King’s Indian Attack, as
selected by Sadler in this game,
was a favourite of the great Bobby
Fischer.
5 ... Nf6 6 Bg2 Be7 7 0-0 0-0 8
Re1 b5 9 e5 Nd7 10 Nf1 Qc7

Varying from Fischer-Miagmi-
asuren, Sousse 1967 which con-
tinued 10 ... b4 11 h4 a5 12 Bf4 a4
13 a3 bxa3 14 bxa3 and White
went on to win. White’s attack in
that game led to one of Fischer’s
most famous victories.
11 Bf4 Bb7 12 h4 d4 13 N1d2

An innovation but logical
enough. White plans to regroup
this piece via e4 for an attack in
the centre and on the kingside.
Known alternatives here are 13 h5
and 13 N1h2.
13 ... Rfd8 14 g4 Nb4 15 a3 Nd5
16 Bg3 Rac8 17 Ne4 Qb6 18 Qd2
b4 19 g5 bxa3 20 bxa3 Qc6 21 h5
N7b6

This is a terrible step in the

wrong direction. With White
evidently massing his forces in
front of the black king it was
essential to reinforce that sector
by means of 21 ... Nf8, adding a
further unit to the defence of the
threatened realm.

________
á Dr4 DkD]
à0bD gp0p]
ß hqDpD D]
ÞD 0n) )P]
Ý D 0ND D]
Ü) DPDNG ]
Û DP! )BD]
Ú$ D $ I ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

22 Nd6 Bxd6 23 exd6 Rxd6
Doubtless hoping for 24 Bxd6

Qxd6 when, at a modest cost in
material, Black’s problems would
have significantly evaporated. Sad-
ly for Black, the English grandmas-
ter has a further trick up his sleeve.
24 Ne5 Qe8

After this, a brief tactical stroke
annihilates Black’s position. How-
ever, seeking to defend the rook
on d6 by playing 24 ... Qc7 loses a
decisive quantity of material after
25 Nc4.
25 Nxf7 Qxf7 26 Bxd6 Nc3 27
Bxb7 Qxb7 28 Qf4

The rest is mopping up.
28 ... Qf7 29 Qg4 Kh8 30 g6 Qf5
31 Qxf5 exf5 32 Re6 Nd7 33 Rae1
Nf6 34 Bxc5 Black resigns

Olympiad games can be followed
in real time via the 2seeitlive link on
the header of The Times twitter feed
@times_chess. For regular updates
direct to your twitter account just
click on the “follow” button.

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Zarf a. A cupholder b. A Russian motorcycle
c. A figure of speech
Zeroth a. Before the first b. A Mayan god
c. An astronomical orbit
Tucker out a. To overeat b. To let out a garment
c. To exhaust

Across
1 Former Scottish county (5)
4 Holy day (7)
8 Fairground attraction (4,2,7)
9 Image worshipper (8)
10 Small child (4)
12 Abel —, Dutch navigator (6)
13 Capital of Colombia (6)
16 Garden pest (4)

17 Prone to change (8)
20 Appearing (like) (7)
21 Drink container (5)
22 Perform duties for (5)
23 Timidity (7)

Down
1 Non-believer (7)
2 Grim form of wit (7,6)
3 Illegal passenger (8)
4 — Beckett, playwright (6)
5 Arrow projection (4)
6 Large-stoned fruit (7)
7 Hurried (5)
11 In a very caring way (8)
14 Absence of viruses and

other microorganisms (7)
15 Holy Indian river (6)
16 Vends (5)
18 Flat part of an oar (5)
19 Anger, bitterness (4)

Solution to Crossword 6476

T2 CROSSWORD No 6477

1 2 3 4 765

8

9 10

11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

T E N P I N B O W L I N G
A U L O A C E
P E R P L E X S E I N E
E E I H N K
N A Y C O N V E R G E
A E E G D T
D I V I N G S O C C E R
E T T U O E

L O R I K E E T R O E
O R P N E F
M A I Z E N E B U L A R
A E D I R L O
R O L L E R S K A T I N G

Times Quick Crossword No 6477

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of three or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
11 words, average;
15, good; 20, very good;
26, excellent

Yesterday’s answers
bed, bedsit, best, bet, bid, bide,
bidet, bis, bit, bite, bud, bus,
bust, but, deb, debit, debt, debus,
debut, dib, dub, sib, stub, sub,
subedit, tub, tube, tubed

Word Watching answers

Zarf (a) A metal holder for a coffee cup, from Arabic.
Zeroth (a) A term in a series that precedes the term otherwise re-
garded as the first term (zero + th).
Tucker out (c) Australian slang.

Winning Move solution

Solution:1Rxf7+!Rxf72Qxg6+Kh83Qxh6+Kg84Qh8mate.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6738 Mild

8 4
8 4

3 9 1 7 8
7 5 4 2
2 3 6 5
4 9 3 8
1 2 8 6 7

6 9
6 3

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3854 Moderate 8min

15 10 21 19

30 10

7 16 9 3 19

23 6 12

7 9 7 9 23

8 20 10

19 12 14

24 8

6 6 13 10

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2161

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

U

U

I

I

S

S

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

12 22 22 8 11 23

5 3 22 17 24 21 6 14 18 7 6 2

2 7 16 14 18 16

22 17 3 20 17 26 11 2 11 3 4 26

6 7 16 16 21

11 10 19 2 19 9 18 11 22 19 23

19 19 16 26

7 15 13 3 6 22 6 17 6 11 16

22 8 16 3 2

22 17 7 24 25 7 2 17 17 7 6 24

11 19 20 3 3 1

14 11 2 22 19 24 2 19 20 11 11 17

18 22 19 19 7 16

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sudoku, Killer and Codeword solutions
2 1 7 5 9 6 3 8 4
5 9 3 8 2 4 6 7 1
4 8 6 1 7 3 9 5 2
9 5 2 4 6 1 8 3 7
6 4 1 7 3 8 5 2 9
3 7 8 2 5 9 4 1 6
8 2 5 9 4 7 1 6 3
7 6 4 3 1 5 2 9 8
1 3 9 6 8 2 7 4 5

9 3 2 1 8 5 4 7 6
5 7 1 2 4 6 3 8 9
6 4 8 7 9 3 2 1 5
1 6 4 3 7 2 5 9 8
3 2 7 8 5 9 1 6 4
8 9 5 4 6 1 7 2 3
2 1 9 5 3 8 6 4 7
7 5 6 9 2 4 8 3 1
4 8 3 6 1 7 9 5 2

S J G U E S T O A
Q U I L L X R I V E T
U L A L I B I E O
E A T E N S V R I M
A C T H I G H
L A C K E Y S A E W E
E L A A
D O E N S P A T T E R

R O O S T F T
L E I B A T R U T H
O H O U N C E L I
A H E A D Z R E N A L
N W Y E A R S A Y

No 6735 No 3852 No 2160Solution right
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Sport

Ayr
Going: soft (good to soft in places)

2.30 (7f 50yd) 1,Mystic And Artist (D Tudhope,
7-2); 2, Kodiva (4-5 fav); 3, Sarah Joyce (25-1).
5 ran. NR: Caius College Girl, Hidden Rebel,
Looking Good. 4l, hd. K Burke.
3.00 (7f 50yd) 1, Clumber Place (Jason Hart,
7-2); 2, Royal Duchess (9-1); 3, It’s All A Game
(13-2). Echo Of Lightning (5th) 11-8 fav. 9 ran.
NR: Senora Lobo. 3l, 2Ol. S Harris.
3.30 (7f 50yd) 1, JayKay (JoeyHaynes, 2-1 fav);
2, Shiftin Bobbins (8-1); 3, Elusive Gent (8-1).
7 ran. NR: Bay Street Belle, Plunder. 8l, nk.
K Burke.
4.00 (1m) 1, Ingleby Symphony (George
Chaloner, 13-8 fav); 2, Alpine Storm (8-1);
3, Karaka Jack (7-2). 9 ran. NR: Hanalei Bay.
2Nl, 1l. R Fahey.
4.30 (6f) 1, Klynch (J P Sullivan, 9-1); 2, Lady

Ranger (10-1); 3, Go Go Green (7-1). Baron Run
7-2 fav. 11 ran. 5l, 1Nl. Mrs R Carr.
5.00 (5f) 1, Lord Buffhead (D T Da Silva, 9-1); 2,
Rock Canyon (10-1); 3, Wicked Wilma (40-1).
Funding Deficit 9-2 fav. 12 ran. NR: Simply
Black. 2Ol, 1N. R Guest.
5.30 (1m 2f) 1,AwakeMy Soul (D Tudhope, 9-4
fav); 2, Las Verglas Star (14-1); 3, Art Scholar
(12-1). 10 ran.NR:Flippant,SilverRime.3Nl, 6l.
D O’Meara.
6.05 (1m 2f) 1,Notts So Blue (Jason Hart, 3-1);
2, Her Red Devil (5-2 fav); 3, Rokeby (12-1).
6 ran. NR: Modify. 1Nl, 7l. S Harris.
Placepot: £514.40.
Quadpot: £268.40.

Wolverhampton
Going: standard
2.15 (5f 20yd) 1,PrimroseValley (FTylicki, 13-8

fav); 2, You're My Cracker (4-1); 3, Dolorous
(5-2). 8 ran. 6l, 1l. E Vaughan.
2.45 (5f 20yd) 1, LowCutAffair (D JBates, 8-13
fav); 2, Elizabeth Flynn (7-4); 3, Johnny
Sorrento (11-1). 4 ran. 4l, hd. P Evans.
3.15 (5f 216yd) 1, Angels Wings (James Doyle,
4-1); 2, Free Entry (5-6 fav); 3, Aqlette (7-2). 8
ran. NR: Marigot Bay. Kl, 3Kl. C Hills.
3.45 (7f 32yd) 1, Imaginary World (S A Gray,
7-2); 2, Medam (13-2); 3, Bint Malyana (3-1
jt-fav). Shahrazad 3-1 jt-fav. 7 ran. NR:
Solarmaite. 3Ol, ns. J Balding.
4.15 (7f 32yd) 1, Madame Mirasol (James
Doyle, 3-1 jt-fav); 2, Simma (20-1); 3, Torridon
(6-1). Bereka 3-1 jt-fav. 9 ran. NR: Hickster.
3Ol, nk. K Ryan.
4.45 (1m 141yd) 1, Mazaaher (Dane O'Neill,
8-1); 2, Crowdmania (7-2); 3, Fajry (9-2).
Lawyer (5th) 100-30 fav. 8 ran. NR: Act Of
Charity. 1l, nk. B Hills.

5.15 (1m 4f 50yd) 1, Warrigal (W Buick, 3-1
fav); 2, Cousin Khee (4-1); 3, Dalgig (5-1). 9 ran.
Ol, 6l. J Noseda.
Placepot: £20.60. Quadpot: £11.30.

Thirsk
Going: soft
5.25 (2m) 1,Dan Emmett (Mr KWood, 14-1); 2,
Anne’sValentino(4-1); 3,BeatTheShower (3-1
jt-fav). Short Takes 3-1 jt-fav. 12 ran. NR:
Strikemaster. 12l, Kl. J S Wainwright.
6.00 (7f) 1,Only Joking (RWinston, 3-1 fav); 2,
Devious Spirit (4-1); 3, Lord of Words (14-1). 9
ran. NR: Bright Flash, Denton Carnival, Pomme
De Terre, What Could She Be. 8l, nk. H Palmer.
6.30 (5f) 1, Johnny B Goode (T Hamilton, 9-4);
2, Crosse Fire (11-2); 3, Aussie Ruler (Evens
fav). 8 ran. NR: Alfie Bond, Lady Atlas. 2l, 3N. R
A Fahey.
7.00 (5f) 1, Skye’s The Limit (T Hamilton, 7-1);
2, One Boy (5-1); 3, Oriental Relation (9-2).

Meadway (4th) 11-4 fav. 6 ran. NR: Innocently,
Mr Dandy Man. 2l, 3Ol. R A Fahey.
7.30 (1m) 1, No Quarter (R Ffrench, 6-4 fav); 2,
Benidorm (5-1); 3, Stream Of Light (50-1). 8
ran. NR: Elite Freedom, Magical Mischief,
Skinny Latte, Upper Lambourn. 1N, 3N. Miss
Tracy Waggott.
8.00 (1m) 1, Strictly Glitz (Joe Doyle, 9-2); 2,
Ahoy There (7-1); 3, Bertha Burnett (7-1).
Sheriff Of Nawton (6th) 2-1 fav. 6 ran. NR:
Arrowzone. 1Kl, Kl. J J Quinn.
8.30 (6f) 1, Royal Connoisseur (T Hamilton,
15-8); 2, Aphrilis (12-1); 3, Heavenly River
(9-4). Katie Taylor (4th) 7-4 fav. 4 ran. NR:
Cagoule. 2l, 4Kl. R A Fahey.
Placepot: £40.80. Quadpot: £19.60.

Windsor
Going: good to soft (good in places)
5.40 (6f) 1, Parisian Pyramid (Thomas Brown,
9-2); 2, Gracie’s Games (7-2 fav); 3, Lindart

(14-1). 9 ran. NR: All Or Nothin, Haadeeth,
Jontleman. 1Kl, 1Ol. L Carter.
6.10 (6f) 1,Steal TheScene (RHughes, 6-5 fav);
2, Lackaday (5-1); 3, Wet Sail (4-1). 8 ran. NR:
Malvia. Nk, 1N. R Hannon.
6.40 (5f 10yd) 1, My Inspiration (P Cosgrave,
6-1); 2, Newton’s Law (8-11 fav); 3, Eternitys
Gate (4-1). 7 ran. Ol, Kl. J R Boyle.
7.10 (1m 67yd) 1, Taper Tantrum (R L Moore,
8-11 fav); 2, Popeswood (4-1); 3, Euthenia
(12-1). 5 ran. NR: The Paco Kid. Sh hd, 8l. M LW
Bell.
7.40 (1m 2f 7yd) 1, Nicholascopernicus (R L
Moore, 11-4); 2, Hymenaios (5-2); 3, First Post
(10-1). L’orfeo (5th) 6-4 fav. 5 ran. NR: Perfect
Cracker. 3N, 1Ol. Ed Walker.
8.10 (1m 67yd) 1,Mister Mayday (P Cosgrave,
7-1); 2,Bayleyf (7-1); 3, ExclusiveWaters (6-1).
Dream Impossible (6th) 5-4 fav. 7 ran. Kl, Ol.
George Baker.
Placepot: £134.80. Quadpot: £32.80.

Yesterday’s racing results

Nottingham
Thunderer
5.25 Anastazia 7.25 Speed Hawk
5.55 Enlace 7.55 Two Turtle Doves
6.25 Borough Boy 8.25 Appyjack
6.55 Dino Mite
Going: good to soft (soft in places)
Draw: no advantage
Tote Jackpot meeting
Racing UK

5.25 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £3,234: 6f 15y) (11)

1 (8) 21 FELIX LEITER 19 (D) K Burke 9-7 P McDonald
2 (9) 320 SECRET SPIRIT 24 Clive Cox 9-7 R Tate (3)
3 (1) 5452 ANASTAZIA 18 P D'Arcy 9-4 S Levey
4 (5) 3544 DESIGNATE 24 (T) R Beckett 9-2 S De Sousa
5 (10) 0526 THUMPER R Cowell 9-1 J P Spencer
6 (4) 0344 INDIAN CHAMP 7 (P) K A Ryan 9-1 S A Gray (5)
7 (2) 05334 DIATOMIC 47 T Dascombe 8-13 R Kingscote
8 (7) 6446 ALPHA SPIRIT 64 M Channon 8-12 C Bishop (3)
9 (6) 001 PIXELEEN 22 (D) M Saunders 8-11 Doubtful
10(11) 6333 ATREUS 50 M W Easterby 8-10 G Gibbons
11 (3) 005 BOMBAY MIX 20 C Fellowes 8-8 A Atzeni

100-30 Felix Leiter, 4-1 Anastazia, 9-2 Secret Spirit, 6-1 Thumper, 10-1 Alpha
Spirit, Designate, 14-1 Atreus, Bombay Mix, Diatomic, Indian Champ.

Thunderer’s choice: Anastazia ran well when touched off
at Ascot last time Dangers: Designate, Thumper

5.55 Novice Stakes
(2-Y-O: £6,469: 6f 15y) (6)

1 (1) 41 AL GOMRY 45 R Fahey 9-7 L Dettori
2 (2) 24221 DON SIGFREDO 9 (P,D) T Dascombe 9-7

Jenny Powell (7)
3 (3) 1 GEORGE DRYDEN 25 (D) Mrs A Duffield 9-7

P McDonald
4 (5) 12 ENLACE 10 (BF) M Johnston 9-2 S De Sousa
5 (4) 33204 RED CONNECT 70 A McCabe 9-0 Megan Carberry (7)
6 (6) 4214 PRIZE EXHIBIT 10 (H,D) J Osborne 8-13 J P Spencer

2-1 Enlace, 5-2 Al Gomry, 4-1 George Dryden, Prize Exhibit, 10-1 Don Sigfredo,
20-1 Red Connect.

Thunderer’s choice: Enlace can make amends for her
Newmarket defeat when well backed Danger: Al Gomry

6.25 Handicap (£1,940: 6f 15y) (17)
1 (7) 20631 BOROUGH BOY 5 (D) D Shaw 4-9-11 D Swift
2 (10) 14665 PRIGSNOV DANCER 7 (P,CD) Mrs D Sanderson 9-9-10

D A Parkes (7)
3 (2) 14040 CLOCK OPERA 13 (D) W Stone 4-9-10

Megan Carberry (7)
4 (4) 20456 INDIAN AFFAIR 10 (D) J M Bradley 4-9-10 C Bishop (3)
5 (3) 03005 COMPTON PRINCE 54 (B,D) J M Bradley 5-9-9

R Kingscote
6 (15) 6-000 QUEEN HERMIONE 18 (T,V,D) D Shaw 6-9-7 S Levey
7 (12) 42605 MASKED DANCE 96 (P,D) S Dixon 7-9-6 P McDonald
8 (13) 00004 THE STRIG 11 (V,D) N Tinkler 7-9-5 J-P Guillambert
9 (16) 20-00 RAT CATCHER 56 (H) Mrs L Williamson 4-9-3 R Ffrench
10 (1) 00634 MINTY JONES 2 (B,D) M Mullineaux 5-9-2 Doubtful
11(17) -5635 KISS FROM A ROSE 39 (D,BF) Rae Guest 3-9-2 S De Sousa
12(14) 6-560 GYPSY RIDER 70 (D) R Curtis 5-9-1 N Curtis (5)
13 (9) -0006 MY TIME 18 (V) M Mullineaux 5-9-0 J Nason (5)
14 (8) -0300 ABRAHAM MONRO 19 (D) Mrs R Carr 4-9-0 J Sullivan
15 (5) 20046 DIVERTIMENTI 13 (B,CD) S R Bowring 10-8-13

Billy Cray (3)
16 (6) 46250 VERY FIRST BLADE 35 (B,D) M Mullineaux 5-8-12

R Tart (3)
17(11) 0-440 FROSTED OFF 61 J Spearing 4-8-11 L Jones

3-1 BoroughBoy, 7-1 PrigsnovDancer, 9-1 Kiss FromARose, 10-1 ClockOpera,
Divertimenti, Indian Affair, Masked Dance, 12-1 The Strig, 14-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: Borough Boy pounced late at Haydock
and can follow up Dangers: Indian Affair, Clock Opera

6.55 Handicap (£7,470: 1m 6f 15y) (8)
1 (2) 2-324 MISSED CALL 18 M Meade 4-10-0 A Atzeni
2 (6) 5222- DEFICIT 302 S Gollings 4-9-12 J P Spencer
3 (5) 34160 NUMBER ONE LONDON 24 (P,BF) B Meehan 4-9-11

L Dettori
4 (4) 520-5 ZIPP 94 (BF) R Beckett 4-9-10 S De Sousa
5 (1) 32-00 SIOUX CHIEFTAIN 60 (C) M Appleby 4-9-5 A Mullen
6 (8) 25661 LATE SHIPMENT 17 M Johnston 3-8-12 J Crowley
7 (3) 01 DINO MITE 43 P Chapple-Hyam 3-8-10 S W Kelly
8 (7) 144 TIGER LILLY 40 R Fahey 3-8-5 J Garritty (5)

3-1 Late Shipment, 4-1 Zipp, 9-2 Deficit, 6-1Missed Call, Number One London,
7-1 Tiger Lilly, 10-1 Dino Mite, 20-1 Sioux Chieftain.

Thunderer’s choice: Dino Mite looked all stamina when
scoring easily at Southwell Dangers: Deficit, Zipp

7.25 Conditions Stakes (£8,715: 5f 13y) (11)
1 (4) -0020 GREEN DOOR 23 (H,B,D) O Stevens 3-9-5 J P Spencer
2 (5) 0600- DUKE OF FIRENZE 325 (D) R Cowell 5-8-11 J Crowley
3 (1) -0000 DUNGANNON 31 (V,D) A Balding 7-8-11

Thomas Brown (3)
4 (9) 0-000 FREE ZONE 16 (D) R Cowell 5-8-11 L Dettori
5 (11) 00200 JUDGE 'N JURY 39 (T,D) R Harris 10-8-11 D A Parkes (7)
6 (10) 5-000 MAGICAL MACEY 59 (B,D) T D Barron 7-8-11 G Gibbons
7 (7) 3-000 MORAWIJ 17 (B,D) R Varian 4-8-11 A Atzeni
8 (6) 03414 TAURUS TWINS 22 (B,CD,BF) R Price 8-8-11 S W Kelly
9 (3) 26201 SPEED HAWK 28 R Cowell 3-8-8 L Jones
10 (2) 11-03 STRATEGICAL 25 (D,BF) C Appleby 3-8-8 S De Sousa
11 (8) 0-204 GRAPHIC GUEST 80 (D) R Cowell 4-8-6 A Beschizza

3-1 Green Door, 5-1 Speed Hawk, 6-1 Strategical, 7-1 Graphic Guest,
9-1 Dungannon, 10-1 Duke Of Firenze, Free Zone, Magical Macey, 14-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: Speed Hawk is progressive and has
more to offer Dangers: Green Door, Free Zone

7.55 Handicap (£3,234: 5f 13y) (10)
1 (10) 02302 SILVERRICA 8 M Saunders 4-9-10 M M Monaghan (5)
2 (9) 31356 QUEEN AGGIE 110 A Carroll 4-9-9 J Crowley
3 (2) 0-235 CARDINAL 6 (D) R Cowell 9-9-8 A Beschizza
4 (3) 40015 SIR GEOFFREY 62 (P,D) S Dixon 8-9-7 M Hopkins (5)
5 (6) 060-0 OIL STRIKE 222 (B,D) M W Easterby 7-9-6 G Gibbons
6 (8) 00354 RYLEE MOOCH 6 (E,D) Richard Guest 6-9-6 Doubtful
7 (1) 5-454 OSCARS JOURNEY 8 (CD) J Jenkins 4-9-6 P Aspell
8 (5) 42104 BACKSTAGE GOSSIP 15 H Morrison 3-9-3 R Havlin
9 (7) -6614 BY RIGHTS 59 (H,CD,BF) A Carroll 3-8-13 J Haynes (3)
10 (4) 44451 TWO TURTLE DOVES 4 (D) M Mullineaux 8-8-10 (6ex)

S De Sousa

3-1 Silverrica, 9-2 Backstage Gossip, 6-1 Two Turtle Doves, 7-1 By Rights,
Cardinal, 8-1 Oscars Journey, Sir Geoffrey, 16-1 Oil Strike, Queen Aggie.
Thunderer’s choice: Two Turtle Doves can follow up his
recent Haydock success Dangers: Silverrica, Cardinal

8.25 Apprentice Handicap
(£1,940: 1m 2f 50y) (8)

1 (5) -2345 PINK LIPS 18 (P) J Jenkins 6-9-7 L Leadbitter (3)
2 (4) 35251 APPYJACK 7 (D) A Carroll 6-9-5 (6ex) Megan Carberry
3 (7) 22453 LIL SOPHELLA 17 P Holmes 5-9-4 J Garritty
4 (8) -0006 SHADES OF SILVER 25 M Scudamore 4-9-2 Jenny Powell
5 (3) 510/4 LORD OF THE STORM 27 (D) W G M Turner 6-8-13

R While
6 (1) 2-600 FLYING APPLAUSE 14 (T,B,C,D) S R Bowring 9-8-7

R Hornby (3)
7 (6) 54605 CLAUDE GREENWOOD 6 Mrs L Jewell 4-8-7 N Curtis
8 (2) 054-4 MEYDAN STYLE 25 B Baugh 8-8-7 J Swarbrick (7)

7-2 Lord Of The Storm, 4-1 Appyjack, Lil Sophella, Pink Lips, 11-2 Shades Of
Silver, 14-1 Claude Greenwood, 16-1 Flying Applause, Meydan Style.
Thunderer’s choice: Appyjack can defy a penalty for his
cosy win at Ffos Las last week Danger: Lil Sophella

Market forces
will dictate
Lynch future

Bittar legacy would
be enhanced if
fixture list problems
were conquered
Alan Lee
Commentary

racing
correspondent

T
hose of us who regret the
imminent departure of Paul
Bittar, and believe it should
have been avoided, must still
hope he completes another

vital assignment before leaving the
chief executive’s office at the British
Horseracing Authority (BHA).
Presently, his agenda is dominated by
issues surrounding the fixture list.
And so it should be.
Little is as straightforward as people

would like it to be, where the British
fixture list is concerned. Its relentless
nature and the diverse requirements
of almost 60 venues would be
complex enough, without conflicting
commercial demands and legal
niceties. Frankly, it is a minefield.
In the weeks remaining, before

allocations for 2015 are complete,
Bittar cannot be expected to resolve
everything illogical and

unsatisfactory. Two headline topics
should preoccupy him — controlling
the proliferation of all-weather racing
and creating a more stimulating
Sunday programme.
Yesterday, by its own modest

standards, Wolverhampton had a
decent crowd and a sense of
excitement. The former was produced
by Family Fun Day, a reliable
marketing tool in school holidays, the
latter by the track reopening after a
four-month absence with a newly laid
surface.
Michael Dickinson, forever famous

for training the first five home in a
Cheltenham Gold Cup, was a
beaming, bustling presence as the
Tapeta material he created had its
first public test in Britain. Jockey
reaction was largely positive and the
course owners, Arena Racing
Company (ARC), expressed delight.
Wolverhampton has its niche in the

broad landscape of British racing. Its
facilities are compact and cosy and its
core product, Saturday evenings
under lights, are usually enhanced by
music in the viewing restaurant. It has
worked well for 21 years.
A case can be made for something

similar at Chelmsford City, site of the

Great Leighs catastrophe, when it
reopens under new management next
year. And there must be some
support, somewhere, for ARC’s plan
to convert Newcastle to a northern
all-weather track, though I have yet
to hear it from any racing
professional. Catterick would have
been a preferable option.
The problem, of course, is that all

these conversions, revivals and
reopenings indicate a bloating of the
all-weather programme from its
present 20 per cent. This is something
few people want, according to the
BHA’s independent research.
Bittar, then, has the thorny problem

of doing what is right for the sport
without crossing the legal tramlines
that will doubtless be manned by the
solicitors of various racecourse

operators. It is an unenviable task but
he must stand strong for the long-
term good of racing.
Far simpler, you would have

thought, is the challenge of Sunday
racing, a tepid and tasteless cocktail
since it was launched with easily
broken promises. Yet here, too, there
are obstacles. Ascot conceded to me
last week that the Shergar Cup would
make an ideal Sunday promotion if
Channel 4 would agree to show it.
Some progress is evident.

Huntingdon has switched the
Peterborough Chase to a Sunday in
December and Sandown Park is
experimenting with a Sunday jumps
fixture next year. Much more must
be done — and Bittar’s legacy would
be further enhanced if he could
deliver it.

Champagne moment:Frankie Dettori celebrates Europe’s victory in the Shergar
Cup at Ascot on Saturday, an event the course believes would suit a Sunday date

Acomeback that comprised a
single mount at Ayr yesterday,
trained in Ireland and owned

by his father, hardly constituted a
ringing endorsement for Fergal
Lynch’s repatriation. It was cause for
some to sneer that he will never be
accepted again.
Lynch finished fourth on Mr

Bounty, which raised eyebrows in the
betting ring as it was backed in from
12-1 to 7-2. The returning jockey said
all the right things, notably reiterating
his shame, at having stopped a horse
ten years ago. He also claimed:
“Plenty of trainers have rung up to
offer rides.”
Equally, of course, plenty have

privately vowed they would never use
a man who stooped so low. Plenty
more believe that a lifetime ban,
similar to those that hang over
match-fixing cheats in cricket, would
have been more appropriate
punishment for Lynch than the plea
bargain which may or may not have
brought the authorities some useful
integrity information.
It is too late, though, to rerun that

saga. If Lynch wanted to return, as he
so persuasively did, it became sure
that he would be sanctioned.
Racing has a habit of forgiving

those who have sinned and maybe he
will be the latest example. But those
who rail against it should remember
that no trainer needs to employ him,
no punter needs to back him. Market
forces will prevail.

ALAN CROWHURST / GETTY IMAGES

Course specialists
Carlisle: Trainers D Nicholls, 13 winners from 60
runners, 21.7%; B Ellison, 14 from 77, 18.2%.
Jockey A Hesketh, 3 winners from 6 rides, 50%.
Ffos Las: Trainers E De Giles, 3 from 9, 33.3%;
R Beckett, 7 from 21, 33.3%. Jockeys Martin Dwyer,
11 from 40, 27.5%; D J Bates, 7 from 29, 24.1%.
Lingfield Park: Trainer R Hannon, 18 from 63,
28.6%. Jockey W Buick, 48 from 238, 20.2%.
Nottingham: Trainers K Burke, 4 from 12, 33.3%;
Clive Cox, 12 from 55, 21.8%. Jockeys J Haynes, 5
from 11, 45.5%; R Tate, 6 from 17, 35.3%. Blinkered first time: Carlisle 3.50 Kay Gee Be. 5.30 In Vino

Veritas,MamboRhythm. Ffos Las 3.35 Sir Percy Blakeney,
Carrera. 5.45 Improvized. Lingfield Park 6.05 Little Indian.
7.35LolaMontez.Nottingham6.25MyTime.7.25Morawij.6Rob Wright is away.

Farah aims high again
Champion back on track
after drama of having to
be airlifted to hospital

Athletics, page 56

Now for Gleneagles . . .
Valhalla victory to make
Rory McIlroy a marked
man at the Ryder Cup

Golf, pages 61-64
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Leaning century is
in vain for Yorkshire

JackLeaning’s first century
forYorkshire inany formof
cricket could not prevent
his side crashing to defeat
against Essex in a high-
scoring Royal London Cup
group A match at
Scarborough.
The 20-year-old’s

unbeaten 111 helped
Yorkshire to 290 for six off
their 50 overs, but Tom
Westley, the Essex opener,
and Ryan ten Doeschate
plundered centuries of
theirowntogive their team
a five-wicket success.
Westley and his captain

shared a mammoth fifth-
wicket stand of 209 in 31
overs, a partnership only
eight runs short of being
the highest against
Yorkshire for any wicket in

one-day cricket. Westley’s
111 was also his maiden List
A ton, while tenDoeschate
blasted 119 from 101 balls
with six sixes.
Essex’s victory, with 25

balls to spare, moved them
joint top of the group with
Yorkshire, leaving both
sides in with an excellent
chance of making the
quarter-finals.
Wes Durston’s century

set Derbyshire on their
way to a six-run win, via
Duckworth/Lewis, over
Northamptonshire. Tony
Palladino then took three
wickets in the reply as
Northamptonshire fell just
short of their target of 226.
Worcestershire’s match

with Hampshire at the
Ageas Bowl was washed
out after just 4.1 overs with
the home side having
reached 42 without loss.

Dublin heroes among
quintet for Normandy
Equestrianism Spencer Roe and
Joe Clee, the showjumpers whose
performances in the Dublin
Nations Cup on Friday ensured
that Great Britain remain in the
top division of the series in
Europe next year, have been
named in a five-strong team for
the World Equestrian Games in
Normandy, starting on August 23.
The two newcomers join Scott

Brash (Hellos Sanctos) and Ben
Maher (Cella), respectively the
world No1 and No3, together
with Michael Whitaker (Amai),
whose refusal to participate in the
Hickstead and Dublin Nations
Cup events — announced as a
prerequisite for selection —
appears to have been overlooked.

Worlds end for Gibbons
Judo Gemma Gibbons has been
forced to pull out of this month’s
World Championships in Russia
after damaging ankle ligaments
during a warm-weather training
camp in Portugal. Gibbons, 27,
who won a silver medal for Great
Britain at London 2012, is
expected to be out of action for
about two months. She claimed a
silver medal in the -78kg category
at the Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow last month.

Watson knockout blow
Tennis Heather Watson was
unable to celebrate returning to
the top 50 with victory as she was
beaten in the opening round of
the Western & Southern Open in
Cincinnati. The British No1
climbed to 46 in the world
rankings yesterday after her run
to the third round of the Rogers
Cup in Montreal last week, but
lost a topsy-turvy match to Zhang
Shuai, of China, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5.

Widnes track culprits
Rugby league Widnes Vikings
have reported an overwhelming
response to an appeal for
information after Sunday’s violent
pitch invasion at their Tetley’s
Challenge Cup semi-final against
Castleford Tigers in Leigh. Some
culprits have been identified via
social media and James Rule, the
Widnes chief executive, said the
club was working closely with
police and RFL investigators.

Ajmal in spotlight
again with ICC
set to undertake
tests over action

The ICC’s clampdown on illegal bowl-
ing actions took another significant
step yesterday when Saeed Ajmal
became the most high-profile among a
number of off spinners to be reported
for suspect actions in recent months.
Ajmal, 36, the Pakistan off spinner, is

ranked as the world’s leading bowler in
one-day internationalsandNo8 inTest
cricket.Hewas reported for a suspected
illegal bowling action in the second
Test against Sri Lanka in Galle, which
finished in defeat for Pakistan on
Sunday, and is nowrequired toundergo
tests on his action this month under
laboratory conditions, according to
ICC regulations.

AlthoughAjmal is expected toplay in
the second Test, which begins in
ColomboonThursday, hismost signifi-
cant challenge now will be to satisfy
independent analysts that his elbow
does not extend more than 15 degrees.
If he cannot, a ban is likely to threaten
his participation in the World Cup in
Australia and New Zealand next year.
It is not the first time that Ajmal’s

actionhasbeenqueried, buthewasable
to satisfy the ICC’s requirements after
his doosra— the off-spinner’s ball that
turns from leg to off to a right-hander
— was first reported in 2009.
The concerns this time, according to

the match officials’ report from Galle,
appear to question more than just his
doosra, as “a number of deliveries were
considered to be suspect”. Ajmal is one
of the leading exponents of the doosra
and has passed on tips in his time with
Worcestershire to Moeen Ali, the
unlikely new pin-up boy of England
spin bowling. Ali was thought to be the
first England bowler to deliver a doosra
in Test cricket, against Sri Lanka at
Headingley in June.
Ajmal memorably bamboozled

England’s batsmen when he took 24
wickets in Pakistan’s 3-0 Test series
victory in the United Arab Emirates in
2012. He remains the leading wicket-
taker in the LV=CountyChampionship
this season, with 63 in ninematches for
Worcestershire, but Steve Rhodes, the
county’s director of cricket, confirmed
yesterday that Ajmal will not return to
New Road this season.
In May, Stuart Broad, the England

fast bowler, was warned by the ECB
after he appeared to question the legal-
ity of Ajmal’s action on social media.
Ian Gould, the former England one-

day wicketkeeper, was one of the on-
field umpires inGalle, alongwithBruce
Oxenford, from Australia. Gould had
also been umpiring when Sachithra

Senanayake, the Sri Lanka off spinner,
was reported for a suspect action
during the one-day series against
England in June.
Senanayake was subsequently

banned last month from bowling in
international cricket after analysis
revealed his action to exceed the 15-
degree limit. The same fate recently
befell Kane Williamson, the New Zea-
land and Yorkshire all-rounder, after
his country’s Test series against West
Indies. Although he is still permitted to
bowl in domestic cricket, Williamson
hasnotbowledhisoff spin forYorkshire
since the international suspension
came into place.
The ban on Senanayake, whowas Sri

Lanka’s leading wicket-taker in that
series, came into force after his action

was tested at CardiffMetropolitanUni-
versity and has now travelled to Perth
to work on modifying his action with
biomechanical experts at the Univers-
ity of Western Australia. Sri Lanka are
hopeful that his action will be passed
and that he will be able to return to
international cricket for the seven-
match one-day series against England,
which starts in November.
Moin Khan, the Pakistan team

manager, has expressed his confidence
that Ajmal will not be required to
modify his action. “It’s just a procedure
as he is going to undergo a re-test on
his action and we are sure he will be
cleared,” Moin said. “We will play him
in the next Test. There is no panic at all,
he is still our best bowler and we all
support him.”

Off spinner could be banned for World Cup
Cricket
John Westerby

ISHARA S.KODIKARA/AFP GETTY IMAGES

Thrown into doubt

Shane Shillingford (West Indies)
Suspended from bowling last
December, he was cleared to use his
off break and arm ball, but has
agreed not to bowl his doosra

Sachithra Senanayake (Sri Lanka)
Sri Lanka were angered at the role
England played in the reporting of
his action this summer. He has
subsequently been banned

Kane Williamson (New Zealand)
Batsman and part-time off spinner
has not bowled for Yorkshire since
he was banned from bowling in
international cricket last month

Marlon Samuels (West Indies)
Banned from bowling his quicker
ball last December, but is permitted
to bowl his standard off break
Words by John Westerby

Call for review:Ajmal, the Worcestershire and Pakistan bowler, must prove for a
second time that his technique does not contravene ICC rules on legal actions

Royal London Cup
Sport staff
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Carlisle
Thunderer
2.15 Muhaarib Al Emarat4.25 Diddy Eric
2.45 Rich Again 5.00 Archie’s Advice
3.20 Danot 5.30 Thackeray (nap)
3.50 Rasselas
Going: good to soft (good in places)
Draw: low numbers best Racing UK

2.15 Median Auction Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,911: 5f 193y) (12)

1 (4) CHOPPY WATER T Easterby 9-5 D Allan
2 (2) 0 FAST DANCER 29 J Tuite 9-5 J Fanning
3 (9) GEOLOGY K A Ryan 9-5 I Brennan
4 (10) JEWELLED PRINCE R Fahey 9-5 G Chaloner (3)
5 (1) 0 MERCURY 17 K A Ryan 9-5 D Tudhope
6 (5) 62 MUHAARIB AL EMARAT 20 R Fahey 9-5 T Hamilton
7 (8) PAFIYA K Stubbs 9-5 J Butterfield (5)
8 (3) SPLASH OF VERVE P Kirby 9-5 P Makin
9 (12) 0 VENTURA CANYON 13 K Dalgleish 9-5 T Eaves
10 (6) 0 CATIES DO DAH 26 A Berry 9-0 P P Mathers
11 (7) 2 CUMBRIANNA 77 B Smart 9-0 P Mulrennan
12(11) X RAISE D Brown 9-0 G Lee

9-4 Muhaarib Al Emarat, 4-1 Cumbrianna, Mercury, 7-1 Geology, 12-1 others.

2.45 Handicap (£2,911: 5f 193y) (10)

1 (1) 25221 MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 5 (P,D) Miss T Waggott 9-9-11
R Winston

2 (7) 00662 SEAL ROCK 52 (B,D,BF) J J Quinn 6-9-10 P Makin
3 (10) 6-000 ENDERBY SPIRIT 23 (D) B Smart 8-9-10 P Mulrennan
4 (4) 04600 JUST THE TONIC 5 (CD) Mrs M Fife 7-9-10 D Tudhope
5 (6) 30416 RICH AGAIN 14 (B,D) J Bethell 5-9-8 J Fanning
6 (8) 061-0 WOODLAND GIRL 23 (D) R Fahey 3-9-8 G Chaloner (3)
7 (5) 42516 BOND CLUB 62 (B,D,BF) G Oldroyd 4-9-7J Butterfield (5)
8 (2) 01533 SLIM CHANCE 8 (C) S West 5-9-7 A Elliott
9 (9) 60402 AMIS REUNIS 8 (P,D) A Berry 5-8-7 P P Mathers
10 (3) 33364 SEWN UP 15 (P,D) K Dalgleish 4-8-7 J Haynes (3)

7-2 Seal Rock, 5-1 Amis Reunis, 6-1 Bond Club, Mission Impossible, 7-1 Rich
Again, 8-1 Woodland Girl, 10-1 Slim Chance, 12-1 others..

3.20 Handicap (2-Y-O: £3,234: 5f) (6)

1 (2) 64261 DANOT 22 (D) K Dalgleish 9-7 T Eaves
2 (1) 513 SHOWSTOPPA 39 (D) M Johnston 9-7 J Fanning
3 (4) 004 PENNY ROYALE 54 T Easterby 9-0 D Allan
4 (6) 03434 BAHANGO 16 (P) K Stubbs 9-0 G Lee
5 (5) 3042 WESTHOUGHTON 11 (BF) D O'Meara 8-13 D Tudhope
6 (3) 0452 CLASSIC FLYER 7 D O'Meara 8-12 Sam James (3)

11-4Westhoughton, 100-30 Showstoppa, 9-2 Danot, Penny Royale, 5-1 others.

3.50 Claiming Stakes
(£2,911: 1m 1f 61y) (8)

1 (3) 06-00 GREELEYS LOVE 31 (V) M Johnston 4-9-9 J Fanning
2 (6) 65066 KAY GEE BE 8 (B,CD) A Berry 10-9-6 P P Mathers
3 (2) 4-65 HOPE FOR GLORY 8 (H) J Ward 5-9-5 J Haynes (3)
4 (1) 16601 RASSELAS 8 (B,CD) D Nicholls 7-9-5 A Hesketh (7)
5 (7) 60310 STAFFHOSS 3 (D) M Johnston 4-9-5 A Nicholls
6 (4) 04240 THE OSTEOPATH 35 John Davies 11-9-5 P Makin
7 (5) -0501 GOLD CLASS 54 (B) E McMahon 3-8-11 P Mulrennan
8 (8) 0-4 DREAM AND HOPE 42 P McBride 3-8-8 G Chaloner (3)

5-2 Greeleys Love, 11-4 The Osteopath, 4-1 Rasselas, 9-2 Staffhoss, 13-2 Gold
Class, 20-1 Dream And Hope, Kay Gee Be, 50-1 Hope For Glory.

4.25 Handicap
(£2,911: 1m 1f 61y) (8)

1 (8) 05221 ELLAAL 4 (CD) Mrs R Carr 5-10-6 P Mulrennan
2 (3) 36050 MOCCASIN 32 G Harker 5-9-12 D Allan
3 (6) 52232 CALL OF DUTY 8 (B,C) Mrs D Sayer 9-9-0 E Sayer (5)
4 (7) -0045 QUICK SUCCESSION 10 K Dalgleish 3-8-13 T Eaves
5 (1) 030-2 HAIL BOLD CHIEF 8 (BF) G A Swinbank 7-8-11 Doubtful
6 (4) 4530 HAIDEES REFLECTION 3 Mrs L Normile 4-8-9 I Brennan
7 (2) 40510 HAYEK 25 (B,C) T Easterby 7-8-9 A Elliott
8 (5) 64341 DIDDY ERIC 5 (B) M D Hammond 4-8-9 Rob J Fitzpatrick (7)

9-4 Ellaal, 11-4 Diddy Eric, 9-2 Call Of Duty, 7-1 Quick Succession,
8-1 Moccasin, 12-1 Hayek, 14-1 Haidees Reflection.

5.00 Handicap
(£2,911: 7f 200y) (9)

1 (8) 4-215 WORLD RECORD 31 (D,BF) J J Quinn 4-10-0 P Makin
2 (5) 33500 ROYAL HOLIDAY 36 (P,D) Mrs M Fife 7-9-10 D Tudhope
3 (1) 05323 WARFARE 8 (D) K A Ryan 5-9-8 P Mulrennan
4 (3) 34325 RUNNING REEF 21 (BF) Miss T Waggott 5-9-7R Winston
5 (2) 53031 ARCHIE'S ADVICE 16 (C) K Dalgleish 3-9-0 T Eaves
6 (4) 4400- LAST SUPPER 285 (P) J Bethell 5-8-11 J Fanning
7 (9) 33260 PETERGATE 38 (P) B Rothwell 3-8-10 C Beasley (3)
8 (6) 50000 CARD HIGH 20 (T) W Storey 4-8-9 E Sayer (5)
9 (7) 60-05 SAYTHATAGAIN 14 T Easterby 3-8-7 D Allan

100-30 Archie's Advice, 7-2 World Record, 9-2 Royal Holiday, 5-1 Warfare,
6-1 Running Reef, 9-1 Petergate, 12-1 Saythatagain, 20-1 Last Supper,
33-1 Card High.

5.30 Handicap
(£2,911: 1m 3f 107y) (9)

1 (3) 3324 VODKA WELLS 20 B Ellison 4-10-0 B A Curtis
2 (1) 23524 VICKY VALENTINE 17 (BF) A Whillans 4-9-12 G Whillans (5)
3 (9) 443 SPOT THE PRO 16 R Menzies 5-9-11 B Hughes
4 (4) 003-4 PAINTED TAIL 47 G A Swinbank 7-9-11 D Allan
5 (6) 00311 SERGEANT PINK 5 (CD) Mrs D Sayer 8-9-9 E Sayer (5)
6 (8) 00-22 THACKERAY 8 C Fairhurst 7-9-3 M Stainton
7 (5) 33555 MAMBO RHYTHM 15 (B) M Johnston 3-9-1 J Fanning
8 (2) 40466 IN VINO VERITAS 14 (V) Mrs A Duffield 3-9-0 G Lee
9 (7) 05450 MENDELITA 25 R Fahey 3-8-9 T Hamilton

100-30 Vodka Wells, 7-2 Thackeray, 6-1 Sergeant Pink, 15-2 Mambo Rhythm,
8-1 Vicky Valentine, 9-1 Mendelita, Painted Tail, 10-1 others.

Ffos Las
Thunderer
2.30 Little Palaver 4.40 Avertor (nb)
3.00 Zora Seas 5.15 Eye Of The Tiger
3.35 Greyemkay 5.45 Acapulco Bay
4.05 Set The Trend
Going: soft At The Races

2.30 Median Auction Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,587: 6f) (7)

1 (3) 35 BEST DRESSED 6 D Brown 9-5 Doubtful
2 (5) CODE RED W Muir 9-5 Martin Dwyer
3 (4) 0 DYLAN'S STORM 25 D Dennis 9-5 G Downing (5)
4 (1) ELYSIAN FLYER R Hannon 9-5 R Hughes
5 (7) 322 FINGAL'S CAVE 17 (BF) M Channon 9-5W Twiston-Davies
6 (6) 630 GORING 56 Eve Johnson Houghton 9-5 J Fortune
7 (2) 22 LITTLE PALAVER 63 (BF) Clive Cox 9-5 A Kirby

2-1 Fingal's Cave, 5-2 Elysian Flyer, 100-30 Little Palaver, 11-2 Goring,
14-1 Code Red, 25-1 Dylan's Storm.

3.00 Median Auction Maiden Stakes
(£1,940: 1m) (6)

1 (1) 5- BOOKMAKER 309 O Stevens 4-9-12 R Hughes
2 (5) 65 AVON SCENT 41 C Mason 4-9-7 D Probert
3 (2) DESPERADO DANCER Miss N Lloyd-Beavis 3-9-5

I Goncalves
4 (4) 0- SCOTTISH STRAND 425 J Tate 3-9-5 K Fallon
5 (6) 0-430 JESSY MAE 110 D Haydn Jones 3-9-0 T Clark (5)
6 (3) 3 ZORA SEAS 16 B Meehan 3-9-0 J Fortune

1-3 Zora Seas,7-1 Bookmaker, Avon Scent, 12-1 Scottish Strand, 33-1 others.

3.35 Handicap (£1,940: 1m) (9)
1 (3) 0450/ LION COURT 1002 D Burchell 6-9-12 D Probert
2 (2) 15003 CARRERA 10 (B,D) M Blanshard 4-9-10 K Shoemark (7)
3 (9) 03400 DELIGHTFUL SLEEP 10 P D Evans 6-9-9 A Kirby
4 (5) 20323 SCHOTTISCHE 59 (V) D Haydn Jones 4-9-5 R Hughes
5 (4) -6000 HIDDEN TALENT 34 S Hollinshead 4-9-3 P Pilley (7)
6 (6) 00600 FICELLE 71 (P) Mrs N Evans 5-9-1 W Twiston-Davies
7 (8) 02324 GREYEMKAY 7 (CD,BF) R Price 6-9-1 D Muscutt (5)
8 (1) 25003 RYEDALE LASS 74 Mrs N Evans 6-8-13 J Fortune
9 (7) 00-00 SIR PERCY BLAKENEY 19 (B) M Tregoning 3-8-6

Martin Dwyer

9-4 Greyemkay, 11-4 Schottische, 5-1 Carrera, 7-1 Delightful Sleep, 9-1 Sir
Percy Blakeney, 10-1 Ryedale Lass, 20-1 Ficelle,22-1 others.

4.05 Handicap (£4,690: 1m) (10)
1 (8) 00002 SET THE TREND 8 (D) D Dennis 8-10-0 G Downing (5)
2 (1) 13541 CRYSTAL LAKE 8 (D) R Beckett 3-9-12 P C O'Donnell (7)
3 (9) 01420 SWIFT CEDAR 31 (D) P D Evans 4-9-6 A Kirby
4 (5) 60003 VAINGLORY 11 (D) D Simcock 10-9-4 K Fallon
5 (3) -0000 EURATO 75 J Spearing 4-9-1 K Shoemark (7)
6 (2) 6-012 UNISON 32 (C,D) P Makin 4-9-1 S Drowne
7 (7) 60330 PRAIRIE ROSE 20 O Stevens 3-8-13 R Hughes
8 (4) -3210 SPACE WALKER 41 (D) H Dunlop 3-8-11 W Twiston-Davies
9 (6) 05133 TENBRIDGE 32 (V,D,BF) D Haydn Jones 5-8-9 T Clark (5)
10(10) 15545 KHEE SOCIETY 12 (H,D) P D Evans 3-8-2 D Probert

9-4 Crystal Lake, 11-2 Swift Cedar, 7-1 Set The Trend, Unison, 8-1 Prairie Rose,
9-1 Space Walker, Vainglory, 12-1 Khee Society, 14-1 Tenbridge, 25-1 Eurato.

4.40 Handicap (£2,587: 5f) (7)
1 (5) 50660 WASEEM FARIS 14 (D) M Channon 5-9-10 R Hughes
2 (1) 54232 WHITECREST 5 (D) J Spearing 6-9-9 W Twiston-Davies
3 (4) 60140 EDGED OUT 12 (D) C Mason 4-9-8 D Probert
4 (3) -0006 STEEL RAIN 9 (CD) Mrs N Evans 6-9-8 J Fortune
5 (6) 1040- THREAVE 286 (D) Miss J Crowley 6-9-7 A Kirby
6 (7) 02203 FIRST IN COMMAND 18 (T,D) D Loughnane 9-9-6

J F McDonald
7 (2) 00-03 AVERTOR 26 (D) R Stephens 8-8-13 D Muscutt (5)

5-2Whitecrest, 4-1 Avertor,Waseem Faris, 5-1 First In Command, 6-1 others.

5.15 Handicap (£4,690: 1m 4f) (10)
1 (1) -0516 LAUGHING JACK 48 (D) G Baker 6-10-0 G Downing (5)
2 (3) d611- BATHWICK STREET 458 (P) D Pipe 5-10-0

W Twiston-Davies
3 (10) 000/1 EYE OF THE TIGER 202 (D) J Murtagh (Ire) 9-9-12

R Coakley (5)
4 (4) 2005- MR FITZROY 86J (T,P) Jo Davis 4-9-8 S Drowne
5 (2) 22162 BOLD RUNNER 27 (D,BF) J Santos 3-9-1 A Kirby
6 (6) 2-031 CLASSICAL ART 50 (D) R Varian 3-9-1 K Fallon
7 (5) 0-254 GREEN LIGHT 44 R Beckett 3-9-0 J Fortune
8 (7) -5312 KASHMIRI SUNSET 82 (D) E De Giles 3-9-0 D J Bates (3)
9 (9) 5-323 CURBYOURENTHUSIASM 46 D Simcock 3-9-0 D Probert
10 (8) 45-04 YAAKOOUM 38 R Hannon 3-8-12 R Hughes

5-2 Eye Of The Tiger, 5-1 Classical Art, 6-1 Curbyourenthusiasm, 7-1 others.

5.45 Handicap
(£1,940: 1m 4f) (6)

1 (1) 44334 HIGHLIFE DANCER 9 (V,D) M Channon 6-10-0 P Pilley (7)
2 (2) 05012 PINK DIAMOND 20 Eve Johnson Houghton 3-9-3 J Fortune
3 (3) 03305 LOCHALSH 27 W Knight 3-8-12 R Hughes
4 (4) 10-36 ACAPULCO BAY 41 (P,D) D Burchell 10-8-11 D Probert
5 (5) 23453 REACH THE BEACH 27J (T) B Powell 5-8-11 K Fallon
6 (6) -0550 IMPROVIZED 45 (B) W Muir 3-8-7 Martin Dwyer

6-4 Pink Diamond, 7-2 Lochalsh, 9-2 Highlife Dancer, 15-2 Acapulco Bay,
8-1 Improvized, 9-1 Reach The Beach.

Lingfield Park
Thunderer
5.05 Wentworth Falls 7.05 Loving Home
5.35 What A Party 7.35 Zinnobar
6.05 Loraine 8.05 Taro Tywod
6.35 O’Gorman
Going: standard
Draw: no advantage At The Races

5.05 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,587: 7f 1y) (7)

1 (2) GLORIOUS MAGIC O Stevens 9-5 H Bentley
2 (4) 06 GO GENTLY 94 G Baker 9-5 D Sweeney
3 (3) 3 INDIANAUGHTY 48 M Botti 9-5 M Harley
4 (7) 0 LIGHT BREAKS 7 Sir M Prescott 9-5 Doubtful
5 (1) 000 RALPH MCTELL 18 A Coogan 9-5 J Vaughan (7)
6 (5) WENTWORTH FALLS C Appleby 9-5 W Buick
7 (6) 00 WOLF OF WINDLESHAM 31 B Hills 9-5 T Saunders (7)

6-4 Indianaughty, Wentworth Falls, 4-1 Glorious Magic, 20-1 Go Gently,
33-1 Wolf Of Windlesham, 100-1 Ralph McTell.

5.35 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O Fillies’: £2,587: 7f 1y) (8)

1 (3) 531 WHAT A PARTY 14 (D) Miss G Kelleway 9-7
Shelley Birkett (5)

2 (2) 600 ALL MY LOVE 25 R Hannon 9-2 C Hardie (5)
3 (1) 056 OLD FASHION 18 E Dunlop 9-0 Dane O'Neill
4 (5) 000 AULD FYFFEE 25 John Ryan 9-0 R Powell (3)
5 (4) 40501 AS A DREAM 7 P D Evans 8-10 W Buick
6 (6) 000 CELESTINE ABBEY 22 Miss J Feilden 8-5 Luke Morris
7 (8) 30000 SPARBROOK 3 S Dow 8-4 H Bentley
8 (7) 006 MAGIC MAC 49 H Morrison 8-0 N Mackay

6-4 What A Party, 7-2 As A Dream, 5-1 All My Love, 8-1 Old Fashion,
10-1 Magic Mac, 12-1 Sparbrook, 16-1 Auld Fyffee, 33-1 Celestine Abbey.

6.05 Handicap
(£1,940: 1m 1y) (9)

1 (2) 4153- LORAINE 286 (D,BF) J Osborne 4-9-13 G Baker
2 (5) 05100 LITTLE INDIAN 17 (V,C,D) J Jenkins 4-9-11 D Brock (5)
3 (1) 1-351 BON PORT 18 (CD) H Morrison 3-9-7 C Bennett (7)
4 (4) 62165 CYFLYMDER 4 (CD) D Griffiths 8-9-4 W Buick
5 (7) 55-53 PALACE DRAGON 8 Sir M Prescott 3-9-2 Luke Morris
6 (6) 04534 ANGINOLA 12 (P,D) Mrs L Mongan 5-9-1

Charlotte Jenner (7)
7 (3) 60062 LEWAMY 4 John Best 4-8-10 C Hardie (5)
8 (9) -0064 JERSEY CREAM 15 G L Moore 3-8-9 D Sweeney
9 (8) 60-00 FOILED 43 Mrs N Evans 4-8-9 M Cosham (3)

4-1 Bon Port, Lewamy, Palace Dragon, 6-1 Jersey Cream, Loraine,
8-1 Anginola, Cyflymder, 14-1 Little Indian, 100-1 Foiled.

6.35 Handicap (£5,175: 6f 1y) (12)

1 (5) 64433 O'GORMAN 57 (D) G Brown 5-9-12 Dane O'Neill
2 (9) 004-0 RED AGGRESSOR 11 C Brittain 5-9-12 H Bentley
3 (12) 06656 DOMINATE 40 (D) R Hannon 4-9-11 C Hardie (5)
4 (4) 23504 ARCTIC LYNX 14 (CD) R Cowell 7-9-9 G Baker
5 (6) 55302 MARJONG 8 (H) S Dow 4-9-7 S Sanders
6 (3) 00023 AL'S MEMORY 10 (CD) P D Evans 5-9-6 W Buick
7 (7) 31316 SPELLMAKER 34 (CD) A G Newcombe 5-9-5

Michael J M Murphy (3)
8 (11) 61416 DISSENT 19 (B,CD,BF) J Given 5-9-4 T Queally
9 (2) 50301 DISHY GURU 20 (B,CD) M Blanshard 5-9-3 L Keniry
10(10) 00046 SAFFIRE SONG 11 A Bailey 3-9-1 M Harley
11 (1) 23304 PUTIN 14 (E,T,B,CD) Phil McEntee 6-9-1 D Brock (5)
12 (8) 10406 SWEET TALKING GUY 6 (T,D) L Pearce 4-9-0 S Pearce (3)

5-1 Dishy Guru, Marjong, O'Gorman, 8-1 Al's Memory, Dominate, 10-1 Arctic
Lynx, 12-1 Dissent, Putin, Red Aggressor, Spellmaker, 16-1 others.

7.05 Maiden (3-Y-O: £2,587: 1m 4f) (4)

1 (3) 33322 LOVING HOME 27 J Gosden 9-5 W Buick
2 (1) 60 NEW REACTION 41 Mrs A Perrett 9-5 G Baker
3 (2) 46 NUMROOD 7 G Peckham 9-5 Luke Morris
4 (4) 50 OPUS TOO 22 Miss J Feilden 9-5 Shelley Birkett (5)

1-8 Loving Home, 8-1 New Reaction, 14-1 Numrood, 100-1 Opus Too.

7.35 Handicap (£1,940: 1m 4f) (13)

1 (12) 00055 ROYAL TROOPER 6 (D) W M Brisbourne 8-9-7 B Brisbourne (7)
2 (8) 3d540 SIXTIES QUEEN 62 A Bailey 4-9-3 M Harley
3 (11) 6/00- GHUFA 287 (D) L Pearce 10-9-2 S Pearce (3)
4 (13) 60250 ILLEGALE 7 (T,B) Mrs N Evans 8-9-2 D C Costello
5 (2) 34053 ZINNOBAR 15 (P) J Portman 4-9-0 D Brock (5)
6 (9) 00-46 JAWINSKI 7 P D Evans 4-8-13 --
7 (3) 000-6 RAJEH 15 (D) P Grayson 11-8-12 D Sweeney
8 (4) 00000 WINGS OF FIRE 10 D Quinn 4-8-12 L Keniry
9 (7) 400-4 RICHO 15 (B) Shaun Harris 8-8-12 C Hardie (5)
10 (1) 6004 LOLA MONTEZ 15 (B) D Lanigan 3-8-10 T E Durcan
11 (6) 00-60 HIGHLAND STARDUST 31 (P) Clive Cox 3-8-10 Luke Morris
12(10) 00035 BEAUCHAMP MELBA 52 (P) P Fitzsimons 3-8-5W A Carson
13 (5) 6-000 LARA LIPTON 54 Jane Chapple-Hyam 3-8-1N Garbutt (5)

7-2 Lola Montez, 5-1 Jawinski, Zinnobar, 8-1 Richo, 10-1 Royal Trooper,
12-1 Sixties Queen, 16-1 Illegale, Rajeh, 20-1 others.

8.05 Fillies' Handicap (£2,587: 1m 2f) (9)

1 (3) 24000 APACHE GLORY 89 (P,CD) J Stimpson 6-10-0 E J Walsh (5)
2 (7) 10533 TARO TYWOD 5 (D) W M Brisbourne 5-9-13 C Hardie (5)
3 (1) 52221 IF I WERE A BOY 29 (P,CD) D Ffrench Davis 7-9-11 Luke Morris
4 (9) 20232 TWO IN THE PINK 7 Ralph Smith 4-9-7 M Harley
5 (6) 65-53 SUPER MOMENT 24 S Bin Suroor 3-9-5 H Bentley
6 (2) -4030 TIPTREE LACE 24 W Knight 3-9-4 T Queally
7 (4) 0-444 SEQUESTER 14 (P,BF) D Lanigan 3-8-13 T E Durcan
8 (8) 323-0 STAR ANISE 43 (H) H Dunlop 3-8-11 S Hitchcott
9 (5) 3-350 DIVISION BELLE 38 W Muir 3-8-11 Michael J M Murphy (3)

5-2 Super Moment, 4-1 If I Were A Boy, Two In The Pink, 6-1 Sequester,
10-1 Tiptree Lace, 12-1 Apache Glory, 14-1 Division Belle, 16-1 others.

Bet of the day

Thackeray (5.30 Carlisle)
Has got going a bit too late his past
two starts but can make amends

Results and scoreboards

Football
Capital One Cup: First round
Carlisle (0) 0 Derby (0) 2
3,481 Hendrick 62

Martin 90+3
Vanarama North: Bradford Park Avenue 2 Har-
rogate Town 1. South: Farnborough Town 2
Weston-super-Mare 3.

Cricket
Royal London Cup: Group A
Northants Steelbacks v Derbyshire
Northampton (Derbyshire Falcons won toss):
Derbyshire Falcons (2pts) beat Northants
Steelbacks by six runs (D/L Method)
Derbyshire Falcons (balls)
B A Godleman b Middlebrook 22 (37)
W J Durston c Coetzer b Hall 108 (94)
M J North st Duckett b Hall 43 (43)
*W L Madsen c Spriegel b Hall 8 (7)
†G D Cross c Spriegel b Chambers 10 (6)
T C Knight run out 0 (1)
A L Hughes not out 5 (4)
S L Elstone not out 0 (1)
Extras (b 2, lb 8, w 3, nb 2) 15
Total (6 wkts, 32 overs) 211
A P Palladino, B D Cotton and M H A Footitt did
not bat.
Fall ofwickets:1-68,2-168,3-189,4-193,5-193,
6-206.
Bowling: Hall 7-0-39-3; Spriegel 4-0-19-0; Az-
harullah7-0-41-0;Middlebrook5-0-29-1;White
3-0-23-0;Coetzer3-0-21-0;Chambers3-0-29-1.

Northants Steelbacks (balls)
R E Levi c Cross b Footitt 62 (66)
*K J Coetzer c North b Footitt 10 (13)
A M Rossington c Godleman b Durston26 (26)
†B M Duckett lbw b Palladino 3 (5)
M N W Spriegel c Elstone b North 16 (24)
A J Hall b Cotton 43 (30)
G G White c Godleman b Palladino 10 (7)
J D Middlebrook b Palladino 24 (16)
M A Chambers c Elstone b Cotton 1 (2)
S D Peters not out 4 (5)
Extras (lb 5, w 12, nb 4) 21
Total (9 wkts, 32 overs) 220
M Azharullah did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-71, 3-76, 4-113, 5-154,
6-172, 7-184, 8-186, 9-220.
Bowling: Footitt 7-0-51-2; Cotton 6-0-42-2;
Durston 6-0-35-1; Palladino 7-0-51-3; Hughes
4-0-26-0; North 2-0-10-1.
Umpires: S J O’Shaughnessy and P Willey.

Yorkshire v Essex
Scarborough (Essex Eagles won toss): Essex
Eagles (2pts) beat Yorkshire Vikings by five
wickets
Yorkshire Vikings (balls)
A Lyth run out 38 (38)
A Z Lees b Masters 8 (18)
K S Williamson c Foster b Masters 2 (15)
*A W Gale c Phillips b Ten Doeschate 45 (72)
J A Leaning not out 111 (99)
A U Rashid c Pettini b Masters 14 (15)
†A J Hodd b Masters 42 (39)
T T Bresnan not out 9 (4)
Extras (lb 4, w 17) 21
Total (6 wkts, 50 overs) 290

RMPyrah, SAPatterson and JABrooks did not
bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-26, 2-38, 3-55, 4-123, 5-154,
6-263.
Bowling: Napier 10-0-84-0; Masters 10-2-34-4;
Topley 10-0-54-0; Westley 5-0-14-0; Phillips
7-0-42-0; Ten Doeschate 8-0-58-1.
Essex Eagles (balls)
M L Pettini c Hodd b Brooks 0 (3)
T Westley not out 111 (127)
G M Smith c Williamson b Bresnan 0 (11)
K S Velani lbw b Bresnan 1 (3)
J D Ryder c Lyth b Pyrah 36 (27)
*R N ten Doeschate c Lyth b Patterson119 (101)
†J S Foster not out 7 (5)
Extras (b 1, lb 3, w 5, nb 8) 17
Total (5 wkts, 45.5 overs) 291
G R Napier, T J Phillips, R J W Topley and D D
Masters did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-11, 3-15, 4-68, 5-277.
Bowling: Brooks 9-0-43-1; Bresnan 10-1-53-2;
Patterson 8-0-44-1; Pyrah 7-0-51-1; Leaning
3-0-25-0; Rashid 8.5-0-71-0.
Umpires: S C Gale and P J Hartley.
No result, 1pt each: Ageas Bowl: Hampshire
42-0 v Worcestershire.
Tour match: Worcester: Sri Lanka A 283-6 (50
overs: L D Chandimal 119 not out; S T Finn 4 for
67); England Lions 285-3 (46.3 overs: R S
Bopara 106, JWA Taylor 103 not out). England
Lions won by seven wickets.

Golf
USPGA Championship
Valhalla GC, Louisville, Kentucky: Leading final
scores (United States unless stated): 268: R

McIlroy (N Ire) 66, 67, 67, 68. 269: P Mickelson
69, 67, 67, 66. 270: R Fowler 69, 66, 67, 68; H
Stenson(Swe)66,71,67,66.272:JFuryk66,68,
72,66;RPalmer65,70,69,68.273:SStricker69,
68, 68, 68; H Mahan 70, 71, 65, 67; V Dubuisson
(Fr) 69, 68, 70, 66; M Ilonen (Fin) 67, 68, 69, 69;
E Els (SA) 70, 70, 68, 65; JWalker 69, 71, 68, 65.
274:KChappell 65, 74, 67, 68; BSnedeker 73, 68,
66, 67. 275: B Koepka 71, 71, 66, 67; G DeLaet
(Can) 69, 68, 68, 70; AScott (Aus) 71, 69, 66, 69;
MWarren (GB)71, 71, 66, 67; CSchwartzel (SA)
72, 68, 69, 66; L Oosthuizen (SA) 70, 67, 67, 71;
B Wiesberger (Austria) 68, 68, 65, 74; J Day

(Aus) 69, 65, 69, 72; L Westwood (GB) 65, 72,
69, 69. 276: J Rose (GB) 70, 72, 67, 67; J Donald-
son (GB) 69, 70, 66, 71. 277: J Luiten (Neth) 68,
69, 69, 71. 278: K Perry 72, 69, 69, 68; J Kelly 67,
74, 70, 67; W Haas 71, 68, 68, 71. 279: T Olesen
(Den)71,71,70,67;DWillett (GB)68,73,66,72;
A Levy (Fr) 69, 71, 68, 71. 280:NWatney 69, 69,
70, 72; D Summerhays 70, 72, 68, 70; C Tringale
69, 71, 71, 69. 281:VSingh (Fij) 71, 68, 73, 69; H
Matsuyama (Japan) 71, 72, 70, 68; SGarcía (Sp)
70, 72, 66, 73; J Blixt (Swe) 71, 70, 68, 72; R
Sterne (SA)70, 69, 72, 70.282:BdeJonge (Zim)
70, 70, 72, 70; K Oda (Japan) 74, 68, 71, 69; B

Harman 71, 69, 69, 73; L Donald (GB) 70, 72, 68,
72; RMoore 73, 68, 67, 74; J Bohn 71, 71, 71, 69.
283: CWood (GB) 66, 73, 70, 74; S Brown 71, 70,
70, 72; PPerez 71, 71, 71, 70; GMcDowell (N Ire)
73, 70, 71, 69; BGrace (SA)73, 70, 68, 72;GOgil-
vy (Aus) 69, 71, 71, 72;MJones (Aus) 68, 71, 72,
72;RKarlsson(Swe)71,69,74,69;SLowry(Ire)
68, 74, 74, 67; M Leishman (Aus) 71, 71, 72, 69;
F Zanotti (Par) 71, 70, 71, 71; EMolinari (It) 66,
73, 71, 73. 284: F Molinari (It) 71, 71, 71, 71; B
Steele 71, 70, 73, 70; I Poulter (GB) 68, 73, 71,
72;WHorschel 71, 68, 69, 76; G Fernández-Cas-
taño (Sp) 71, 70, 72, 71; P Reed 70, 71, 70, 73.

Fixtures

Football
Kick-off 7.45 unless stated
Uefa Super Cup: Real Madrid v Seville (at
Cardiff City Stadium).
Capital One Cup: First round: Barnsley v Crewe;
Birmingham v Cambridge United; Blackburn v
Scunthorpe; Bolton v Bury (8.0); Brighton v Chel-
tenham; Bristol City v Oxford United; Burton Al-
bion vWigan; Charlton vColchester; Chesterfield
v Huddersfield; Crawley Town v Ipswich; Dagen-
ham & Redbridge v Brentford; Exeter v Bourne-
mouth; Leeds v Accrington Stanley; Luton v
Swindon; Millwall v Wycombe; Milton Keynes
Dons v AFC Wimbledon; Morecambe v Bradford
City; Oldham v Middlesbrough; Plymouth v
Leyton Orient; Port Vale v Hartlepool; Ports-

mouthvPeterborough;ReadingvNewportCoun-
ty (8.0); Rochdale v Preston; Rotherham v Fleet-
wood Town; SheffieldWednesday v Notts Coun-
ty; Shrewsbury v Blackpool; Southend vWalsall;
Stevenage v Watford; Tranmere v Nottingham
Forest;WolverhamptonWanderers vNorthamp-
ton; Yeovil v Gillingham; York v Doncaster.
Vanarama Conference: AFC Telford v Maccles-
field; Altrincham v Lincoln City; Barnet v Bristol
Rovers (8.0); Braintree Town v Dover; Halifax v
Southport; Forest Green v Chester; Grimsby v
Nuneaton; Kidderminster v Alfreton Town; Tor-
quay v Welling; Woking v Dartford; Wrexham v
Gateshead. North: Barrow v Gainsborough;
Brackley vBostonUnited; ColwynBayvChorley;
Guiseley v Stockport County; Hednesford v
Leamington; Lowestoft Town v Solihull Moors;
North Ferriby United v Hyde; Oxford City v

Worcester; Stalybridge v AFC Fylde; Tamworth
v Gloucester. South: Bath City v Basingstoke;
Bishop’s Stortford v Wealdstone; Bromley v
Whitehawk; Eastbourne Borough v Chelmsford;
Ebbsfleet United v Concord Rangers; Hemel
HempsteadvBorehamWood;StainesTownvSt
Albans;SuttonUnitedvHavant&Waterlooville.

Cricket
Royal London Cup (10.30 unless stated): Group
A: Bristol: Gloucestershire v Lancashire. Group
B: Durham University: Durham v Nottingham-
shire.Taunton:SomersetvGlamorgan.Edgbas-
ton: Warwickshire v Surrey (2.0).

Tour match (11.0, 50 overs): Worcester:
England Lions v New Zealand A.

Prasanna’s threat extinguished by assured Bopara

Threeyears beforeon the sameground,
almost to the day, Seekkuge Prasanna,
a little-known leg spinner, was intro-
duced—with thenewball, no less—to
take six wickets for Sri Lanka A as
England Lions, en route to an embar-
rassing defeat with 32.4 overs to spare
after losing sixwickets for 27 runs, were
all out for just 108.

This time Prasanna bowled the fifth
over (a maiden) and within 21 balls had
removed both Lions openers. Happily
Ravi Bopara, a veteran of 102 one-day
internationals, was on hand to spare
blushes in a 194-run stand with James
Taylor that set up a comfortable win.
Hundreds from both batsmen mean

that the Lions’ meeting with New
Zealand in Worcester will decide this
tri-series. Thereweremany in the com-
mittee rooms at Essex who wondered
why Bopara, with nothing to prove,
shouldbecalledaway fromcountyduty
to play for England’s reserves. It is
perhaps as well that he did.
Responding to a Sri Lanka A total of

283 for six in which Dinesh Chandi-
mal’s unbeaten 119 was a one-day
career-best, Bopara reached 106 and
Taylor (like Alex Hales, one of Prasan-
na’s 2011 victims) recovered from a
stinging blow to his top hand from
Dushmantha Chameera’s viciously
climbing first ball to post an undefeated

103 after surviving a difficult chance off
the same bowler when on 14.
The oddity was that Prasanna was

taken off with England 12 for two after
five overs and did not return until only
109 were needed at 6.06 per over. By
this stage Bopara, always assured, was
in full command and Taylor had found
his fluency. The loss of James Vince for
32 and Hales for 24 was long behind.
Bopara said: “If I’d come here to bat six
I wouldn’t have been very happy. But I
relished the chance to go in at three”.
Startlingly, 60 players involved in

county cricket this summer have been
selectedat somestage forEnglandone-
day internationals. This despite that,

compared with other countries, so few
ODIs are played: remarkablyEngland’s
highest career runscorer, Paul
Collingwood, is only 65th on the all-
nation list.
But, since England’s bowling is argu-

ably less confirmedthantheirbatting, it
will have been a disappointment that
Sri Lanka A recovered from 126 for
three after 33 overs to add 157 in the last
17. Steven Finn took two wickets with
thenewball andanother two inhis final
three overs but was a little flattered by
a haul that cost 67 runs, if admittedly
the pitch, used for Worcestershire’s
record-breaking run chase on Satur-
day, remained a belter.

Neville Scott

Commanding role:
Bopara’s 106 gave
England easy win

Worcester (Lions won toss): England Lions (2pts) beat
Sri Lanka A (0) by seven wickets

England Lions v
Sri Lanka A
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Today’s watching brief

M
oFarahhas revealed that
he had to be airlifted to
hospital after collapsing
unconscious on his
bathroom floor, leading

to fears that he was suffering heart
problems. The double Olympic and
world champion yesterday spoke for
the first time about the drama that
happened after a training run near his
home in Portland, Oregon, that caused
his absence from the Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow.
Farah, 31, returns to the track tomor-

row in the final of the 5,000metres at
the European Championships in
Zurich, for the first half of what he
hopes will be another golden double
with the 10,000 metres to come on
Sunday. He is glad to be back on the
track after his medical emergency six
weeks ago, which remains a mystery.
“I had a tooth taken out because it

was chipped and it got infected,” he
said. “I was in a bit of pain, but went for
a run, andwhen I cameback I collapsed
on the bathroom floor, completely
knocked out. I had my phone in my
pocket, so when I woke up I called Cam
[Levins]my training partner, who came
round and gotmeon tomybed. Iwas in
so much pain from my stomach, so he
called an ambulance and it took me to
hospital. I then had to be airlifted to the
main hospital as they thought some-
thing was going on with my heart — it
was just crazy. It was scary.”
It had been Farah’s second health

scare of the year after he collapsed at
the end of the New York City Half
Marathon in March.
After the latest collapse,he spent four

days in hospital, forcing him tomiss the
GlasgowGrand Prix the next week. He
then travelled to Britain for further
assessment, before flying off to Font
Romeu, in the French Pyrenees, for
what he hoped was would be final

altitudepreparation forGlasgow.How-
ever, the morning after the opening
ceremony, it was announced that he
was pulling out.
“I would have loved to have con-

tinued the road to the Commonwealth
Games,” he said. “I didn’t want to dis-
appoint my fans and all those who had
bought tickets, but I justwasn’t ready—
I was nowhere near ready.
“After the illness Ididacoupleof runs

and I thought I hadn’t lost very much.
But it takes a lot out of you mentally. I

went back to the UK and had a lot of
tests with the British Athletics medical
team and they found nothing, so I went
up to the training camp, did a few runs.
Onthatday Idid thatkey sessionwhere
I was going to make that decision but I
was really struggling.”
He said that he was disappointed in

Paula Radcliffe, who had said that
Farah took the easy option by compet-
ing inZurichrather than facing the likes
of Caleb Ndiku, the Kenyan, who won
the 5,000 metres gold medal, in Glas-

gow.HesaidRadcliffehadwatchedhim
train in France and had seen the
problems he has.
“I did one track session and Paula

was timing me and she told me I
should stop,” he said. “Someone like
Paula telling you to stop, you know
there is something wrong.
Later on Paula said I’d
taken the easy option,
which is not fair as
she’d seen me strug-
gle. I was quite dis-
appointed, but if I’m
going to turnupIhave
to be 100 per cent. I’m
not going to turn up in
my home country and
get beat.
“A lot of those

Kenyan guys I can
beat when I’m 100 per
cent but if I’m80or 90
per cent I’m just asking to
get beat. For all the people
who bought tickets I am
genuinely disappointed I
couldn’t take part.”
He believes that the Euro-

pean Championships, where he
has won three gold medals, will
not prove an easy option. “There
area lotof goodathletes—you’ve
got Bob Tahri [of France], a few
Kenyan guys running forTurkey, a
few good Europeans,” he said.
“Those couple of weeks in Font
Romeu where I’ve had my head
down have really helped for me
— this year I need to do some-
thing.
“I never thought I’d achieve what I

have achieved. It’s been amazing and I
want to continue, so that when I look
back I can say I made my country
proud. But you’ve got to have a bit of
luck—it’snot just aboutworkinghard.”

Medics thought something was
wrong with my heart, says Farah
Olympic hero talks of
the ‘scary’ moment that
led to no-show at the
Commonwealth Games,
Ron Lewis reports

Back on track: Farah celebrates victory in the 10,000 metres at the World Championships and returns to action tomorrow

Britain’s leading contenders

James Dasaolu 100 metres
No2 in rankings this season in
Europe behind Jimmy Vicaut, of
France, but this is surely the
moment that the second-fastest
British man in history has to strike
gold. He was the fastest in the world
over 60metres this year indoors,
before suffering a hamstring injury,
but showed his wellbeing by
running 10.03sec on his first two
runs over 100metres this summer.
That form would get him to the final,
but he may need to break 10
seconds for gold.

Jodie Williams 200 metres
The one-time golden child of British
athletics is blooming this summer as
she concentrates on the 200metres.
Her silver medal behind Blessing
Okagbare in the 200 metres at the
Commonwealth Games was a
brilliant result, achieved with a
personal best 22.50sec. Dafne
Schippers, of the Netherlands, will
start favourite in Zurich, but
Williams below, on what is a fast
track, can push Schippers to the hilt.

Greg Rutherford Long jump
The Olympic and Commonwealth
champion is also the world leader,
thanks to his early season British
record jump of 8.51metres. He will
face a tougher time here than in
Glasgow and will be hoping to jump
farther than the 8.20metres that
was good enough for gold at
Hampden Park to see off the likes of
Christian Reif, from Germany, Louis
Tsatoumas, of Greece, and Salim
Sdiri, of France.

Eilidh Child 400 metres hurdles
The poster girl in Glasgow delivered
silver, which is what she was entitled
to do on official ratings. Her ranking
among Europe’s elite suggest she
should claim gold in Zurich,
provided the emotional pressure of
the Commonwealth Games has not
taken too much out of her. Anna

Ryzhykova, of Ukraine, who
beat Child at the European
Team Championships,
could be the biggest
threat.

Mo Farah
5,000 and 10,000 metres

Having failed to make
it to Glasgow, Farah
doubles up in
Zurich where he
faces a much easier
task with no
Kenyans or
Ethiopians to get in
the way of gold.
Bashir Abdi, of
Belgium, could be a

threat in the longer race,
but it is difficult to spot any
danger in the shorter
event if Farah is
anywhere near full form.

Mark Hudson-Smith
400 metres
Hudson-Smith, 19, was
not even expected to be
in Zurich after he was
disqualified in his heat at
the British
Championships, but he
came in as a late substitute
at the Sainsbury’s Glasgow
Grand Prix and promptly
ran 44.97sec from an
outside lane. With Pavel
Maslak, of the Czech
Republic, absent injured, that
run makes Hudson-Smith the
No1 ranked runner here and he
boosted his reputation with an
excellent anchor leg to help
England’s 4x400metres relay
team claim gold in Glasgow.

PAUL GILHAM /GETTY IMAGES
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Jo Pavey
After a remarkable bronze
medal-winning run in the
5,000 metres at the
Commonwealth Games, Pavey,
40, aims to add another medal
in the 10,000 metres final,
although it will be tough.
7.20pm

Dwain Chambers
At 36, this could be his last
chance to win a medal at a
leading championships. He
runs in the heats of the 100
metres. 5pm

Tiffany Porter
Beaten by Sally Pearson in
Glasgow, Porter starts her bid
to win gold in the 100metres
hurdles. Heats: 12.32pm; semi-
finals: 7.56pm
Words by
Ron Lewis
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Sofa so good for Auntie’s comfort zone
Matt Dickinson Chief Sports Correspondent

experience to the point where we
have greatly diminished tolerance for
the lazy.
We expect the slick and the smart

and, for all the self-deprecation in
that advert, Sky is relentless in its
wish to be seen at the cutting edge,
especially now that BT offers a
heavyweight threat.
Sky Sports News is also relaunched

today, with an “HQ” added to the
title, from a studio that looks like the
command bridge of a 22nd-century
spaceship and reputedly cost as much
as a half-decent Premier League
striker.
Expect increasingly excitable cries

of “Breaking news!” out of a set in
Isleworth that looks ready to launch a
space rocket, never mind follow the

last-minute deals on transfer deadline
day. This season, according to the Sky
blurb, viewers of live games will be
able to access even more stats than
ever, with 30 “data points” to break
down each player’s performance in
microscopic detail.
Even hurling is being given the Sky

treatment of analysis and graphics
while 4K, or ultra high-definition TV,
is on its way so that we will be able to
spot a dive from outer space.
All of this can only be beneficial for

the armchair fan, who has never had
it so good, yet even as football
coverage is supposedly deepened as
well as broadened, there is a limit to
how far technology can take us and
how much time we have to dwell on
the heat maps, the running stats, the

super-slow-mo and the ten-minute
analysis of zonal marking at corners.
Viewing figures for MotD may be

half the ten million or so of the
programme’s peak of 30 years ago,
but there is still much to recommend
the Saturday night highlights slot 50
years after “Auntie” showed the best
bits of Liverpool against Arsenal in
August 1964.
The audience numbers suggest that

there remains a large crowd either
unwilling, or unable, to pay for
satellite and cable TV, or those for
whom the Saturday night slot is the
most convenient. We can be sure
there are those who like the
comforting format of goals and the
main slices of action in one easily
digestible package.

WhileMotD is regularly criticised
for its shallow analysis compared with
Sky, we might ask instead whether it
should bother with pundits at all
when the games, the action, will
always be the star, the centrepiece.
Whatever we think of Danny

Murphy (shows real promise) or Alan
Shearer (must not neglect his
homework),MotD’s greatest strength
will always be the reassuring
simplicity of its structure and timing,
plus the action itself.
It has not always been a smooth

ride over those 50 years, its monopoly
challenged by the arrival of ITV’s The
Big Match in 1968. ITV won all rights
to Football League matches in 1988
and MotD has been shunted around
the weekend schedules during its long
life.
Advances by other broadcasters

have pushed the BBC to raise its
game and not all the changes have
been popular (whither Colin
Murray?). Yet whatever turbulence
lies ahead, I would bet a lot of money
that the show will still be around to
see its 100th birthday.
I also suspect that it will be notably

unchanged as a programme in 2064,
trends in sofas notwithstanding. Even
in an age where drones and sensation
suits may become reality for TV
viewers, the simplicity of a highlights
reel of goals and games will surely
still have a cherished place.

That very distant rumbling noise
you can hear is a bandwagon
chugging into gear,

championing Glenn Hoddle for
England.
It will not take much for it to gather

pace if the national team should falter
again after the disappointment of the
World Cup, which has left Roy
Hodgson, the manager, bruised and
reputedly as dejected as he has been
in his career.
Hoddle is due to return to coaching

at Queens Park Rangers, where,
having experimented with a 3-5-2
system last season with mixed results,
Harry Redknapp is keen to tap into
his experience. For the newly
promoted club, it may make sense
given that Redknapp’s time on the
training ground has been restricted by
a poorly knee.
Perhaps Hoddle will bring some

insight and improvement, but before
the England argument gathers any
head of steam, let us recall that the
extent of his work in the past decade
was 76 league games at
Wolverhampton Wanderers eight
years ago, of which 34 were draws.
Let us recall that, for all the relish

for the wing-back system (which is
now being called fashionable in
England purely on the basis of Louis
van Gaal giving it his blessing),
Hoddle’s problem has not been tactics
but man-management.
If Hoddle is serious about a return

to football — and those who know
him say that he still craves a return to
Tottenham Hotspur and, above all,
England — the truth is that he still
has an awful lot to prove. More than
he can achieve by helping out with
QPR’s back three.

6One of the best bits of this job has
been charting the rise of the
irrepressible Rory McIlroy. Seeing
him clinch his fourth major took me
back to an afternoon spent with him
at Holywood Golf Club when he was
18.
McIlroy stuck a seven-iron

between his legs to play keepy-uppy
in the members’ bar, and then
repeatedly turned a wall socket on
and off by chipping the ball at the
switch from 20 feet. He was part
mischievous teenager, part genius.
When we sat down, he stated: “I

know my ability. I have no problem
in coming out and saying, ‘I am
going to be one of the best golfers in
the world in the next five years.’ ”
I cannot say that I knew then that

he would be as good as his word. But
he did.

Hoddle looms
large on the
horizon again

Far from all over: the celebrated tones of Kenneth Wolstenholme, above, have since given way to those of Gary Lineker

BARRATTS/EMPICS SPORT

I
f you have seen the new Sky
Sports commercial starring
David Beckham, you will know
that it gently pokes fun at
television’s obsession with the

latest gadget and gizmo.
Drones buzzing above the pitch,

sofa-ref and a “sensation suit”
allowing the armchair fan to feel the
force of a rugby tackle are all tried
out, with varying degrees of failure,
before the advert concludes that “the
simplest idea is the best”.
It is a promotion for the new Sky

Sports 5, which launches today with
the boast that it “offers up to 600 live
matches from the world of European
football”, yet, inadvertently, that
catchline may be better suited for
another broadcaster for whom this is
also a momentous week.
“Simple is best” could be the main

selling point for BBC’s Match of the
Day, which turns 50 years old on
Saturday night, a notable landmark
for one of the most long-running,
high-profile shows on British
television.
Perhaps the most remarkable thing

aboutMotD is that it still works half a
century on, even in an era when it
might have become a tired has-been
surpassed by bright and ambitious
young things.
It is fashionable to have a dig at the

old programme and there have been
periods when MotD has looked its
age. Sky has, at times, cast it in an
unflattering light by raising our
expectations of what is possible from
sports broadcasting.
Cameras for every angle, high

production values and punditry that
is based not just on medals-on-the-
table but painstaking research and
rehearsal, thanks
to the likes of
Gary Neville,
have enhanced
our viewing
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Sunderland in for Richards

Mangala gives City a much-needed lift

Manchester City responded yester-
day to their humbling at the hands of
Arsenal in the Community Shield by
pushing through the signing of
Eliaquim Mangala, the France
defender, in a deal that will cost the
Barclays Premier League champions
£32.2million.

The 23-year-old’s former club, FC
Porto, confirmed to the Portuguese
stock exchange that they had sold
their 56.67per cent share in the
player for €30.5million (about £24.2
million), with a further £8million
thought to be due to Doyen, the
third-party investment fund that
owned 33.33per cent of the player’s
economic rights. The fee makes
Mangala the third most expensive
defender in history.

The negotiations over how much
Doyen stood to earn turned the deal
into one of the most protracted
transfers of the summer. Mangala,
first targeted by City in January, had
his medical in Manchester almost a

month ago and terms with Porto
have been agreed for some time. In a
sense, though, the delay has worked
in City’s favour, with Mangala’s long-
awaited arrival providing a welcome
boost after the disappointment of
their defeat at Wembley.

Despite the player’s lack of pre-
season training, Manuel Pellegrini,
the City manager, suggested that
Mangala will be able to shore up his
side’s back line immediately.

“I am delighted to have added a
player of Eliaquim’s quality,” the
Chilean said. “He is already a fine
player but in my opinion he has
all of the mental, physical,
technical and tactical attributes
to become one of Europe’s
very best defenders.
Eliaquim is a player I
believe will make an
immediate impact in the
Premier League, thanks to his

physicality, his reading of the game
and quality on the ball.”

Mangala insisted he was in the
right place to fulfil his ambitions of
winning trophies. “City are a top club
in Europe,” he said. “For me, it was an
important step to leave Porto and
join Manchester City in order to

continue my progress. I want to
win titles and I believe I can do
this. I am ambitious and this is
why I am here.”

Mangala joins Vincent
Kompany, Martín Demi-

chelis and Matija Nastasic
in competing for a place at
centre back, but
Pellegrini has a trickier
decision to make a little
farther back. The
manager will have to

choose between Willy
Caballero, the Argentinian
goalkeeper acquired from
Malaga for £6million,
and Joe Hart for his side’s
opening game against
Newcastle on Sunday.

Rory Smith

wh

choose between Willy

Casillas calls
for Bale to set
new standard

Gareth Bale may be one of the world’s
finest and most feared players, but Iker
Casillas has warned his 25-year-old
Real Madrid team-mate that he needs
to improve on last season.

Bale, the former Tottenham Hotspur
midfielder, made a spectacular start to
life at the Bernabéu after his £85million
move from White Hart Lane this time
last year, scoring the winning goal in
the Copa del Rey final against
Barcelona and the second goal in Real’s
4-1 victory over Atletico Madrid in the
Champions League final.

However, Casillas, the veteran
goalkeeper who enjoys legendary
status at the club, was quick to set the
Welshman a new challenge before this
evening’s Uefa Super Cup against
Seville in Bale’s home town of Cardiff.

“You need to be able to bear the great
pressure that comes with the Real
jersey because you are always exposed
to criticism,” Casillas said.

“Also, each year they demand more
of you. In Real Madrid, every year, you
have theobligation togo to the fountain
with the fans to celebrate what you
have won that year. If you have a season
without a title it is a failure.”

Bale was in buoyant mood as he
pitched up at the Cardiff City Stadium
for his side’s final training session. He
denied reports of him spending the
summer in the gym in a bid to improve
his physique, but said that enjoying a
first full pre-season in two years had
certainly been a contributory factor to
his excellent physical and mental
condition.

“It’s great to be back home but the
important thing is to win the game and
to be prepared for it. It’s a title we want
to win and we want to focus on that
rather than me playing in my home
town,” Bale said.

“I have done a bit of training on my
own, but nothing in the gym or
anything like that. It has just been pure
conditioning training. It is also a lot
easier having had a pre-season rather
than being sat at home waiting for a
transfer to go through like last year.

“I feel like I can start at a better tempo
and I am looking forward to the season.
I don’t feel the pressure of being back
home, it’s another game and I have to
put 110per cent in to perform my best.”

Graham Clutton

Liverpool’s search
for replacement
striker puts Eto’o
on Rodgers radar

Samuel Eto’o is being considered by
Liverpool as they look to find a back-
up striker for Daniel Sturridge in the
wake of Luis Suárez’s sale to
Barcelona.

Brendan Rodgers, the manager,
believes it is crucial that Liverpool
sign another striker before the
transfer window closes and the
availability of the former Chelsea
forward has come to their attention in
recent days after moves for Radamel
Falcao and Edinson Cavani failed in
their infancy.

Eto’o had been expected to join
Ajax as a free agent after his one-year
contract at Stamford Bridge expired
in the summer, but the 33-year-old
would prefer to remain in the
Barclays Premier League and
Liverpool are weighing up whether to
offer him a deal. At best, Liverpool
would be willing offer Eto’o a one-
year deal as he is likely to be viewed
as a stop-gap until Divock Origi
arrives at the end of the season after a
loan spell at Lille.

Liverpool appear to have the field
to themselves in England after West

Ham United’s interest cooled. The
east London club held talks with the
representatives of Eto’o but he was
not their first choice and the club
were concerned about his age and
demands for £100,000 a week in
wages. Sunderland are also unwilling
to pay that salary and Tottenham
Hotspur and Arsenal have ruled
themselves out. Bordeaux want to
sign Tiago Ilori, the Portugal Under-
21 defender, on loan from Liverpool.

6 Stoke City have mad an improved
bid of £5million for Nathan
Redmond, the winger who is valued
by Norwich City in excess of
£6million. Norwich rejected Stoke’s
initial offer of £3.5million and also
rejected a separate bid from
Southampton last month.

6Wilfried Bony’s demands for a
salary in excess of £100,000 a week to
move from Swansea City have
dissuaded clubs from pursuing an
interest in the striker.

6PSV Eindhoven have rejected
Tottenham Hotspur’s offer for
Memphis Depay, the Holland winger.

6Ángelo Henríquez, the Manchester
United striker, has joined Dynamo
Zagreb on loan. The 20-year-old has

not played for United since
moving from Universidad de Chile
two years ago, and has been on
loan at Wigan Athletic and Real
Zaragoza.

6West Bromwich Albion are
monitoring Alex Barrera, the
23-year-old Sporting Gijón
midfielder.

6Aston Villa will need
to pay £1.6million to
meet the release clause of
Carlos Sánchez, the Elche
and Colombia midfielder.

6Queens Park Rangers
hope to sign Jonathan de
Guzmán, right, who has
been on loan at Swansea
City, on a permanent deal

from Villarreal in time to play
against Hull City on Saturday. The
west London club are also keen to
sell Adel Taarabt to AC Milan.

Reading have signed Anton
Ferdinand, the defender, on
a two-year deal after his
release from Loftus Road.

6 Leeds United are close
to a deal for Giuseppe
Bellusci, the Catania

defender, and are in talks
about signing Robert
Acquafresca, the Bologna
striker.

6Florin Gardos, the Steaua
Bucharest defender, is
thought to have been
undergoing a medical at
Southampton last night.

WINDOW WATCH
Tony Barrett, Gary Jacob

On the move: Eto’o, the former Chelsea striker who is out of contract after
leaving the west London club in the summer, could be on his way to Liverpool

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER, MARC ASPLAND

Title ambition: Mangala
believes he is in the right
place to win trophies

Sunderland have made an approach
to sign Micah Richards, who is
resigned to having no future at
Manchester City. Richards played
14 minutes as a substitute in the
FA Community Shield against
Arsenal on Sunday but his first-team
opportunities look very slim after the
arrival of Bacary Sagna. City have
valued the defender at about
£4million after he entered the final

year of his contract, but West Ham
were among the clubs to believe that
his £70,000-a-week salary was too
prohibitive. Sunderland have signed
six players this summer and Gustavo
Poyet, the head coach, has said he
wants three more arrivals. Sunderland
have turned down an offer from West
Ham United for Connor Wickham,
the striker who has entered the final
year of his contract.

of

to
Bellusci,
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Webb claims
that English
referees are
among best

HowardWebbbelieves that thepresent
group of English referees is the equal of
any nation in the world, despite the
weekly abuse they endure.
“Refereeing is a success story in this

country,” Webb said, after handing in
his ownwhistle to takeupa role as tech-
nical director of Professional Game
Match Officials Limited, the body that
oversees referees.
Webb, 43, who said that he chose to

go out “at the top” by stepping down
straight after the2014WorldCup finals,
will look after training for the next gen-
eration of officials.
The Premier League and FA hope

that Webb’s high standing, having offi-
ciated at aChampions League final and
World Cup final in 2010, will promote
the profession.
WhenWebbbecameonly the second

Englishman to officiate at aWorld Cup
final, more than 2,000 additional
people signed up to become an official.
Among Webb’s new tasks will be

working with an FA Development
Group of 70 officials who have been
identified as possessing the talent to
reach the Premier League within 10
years.
Mike Riley, the general manager of

PGMOL, said there had been a three-
fold increase in funding for training,
including the recruitment of a full-time
psychologist.
“Positioning, movement and fitness

are all really important in what we do,
but the one thing that really is themost
difficult is the need for that resilience
mentally,” Webb said. “Confidence

levels ebb and flow.Youmake amistake
and it’s something that can affect you.”
Instead of being on the pitch this Sat-

urday, where his status as England’s
No1 officialwill be fought over byMark
Clattenburg, Martin Atkinson and
MichaelOliver,Webbwill be in a studio
in Salford watching all the top-flight
matches. He will advise broadcasters,
and other agencies, on difficult or con-
troversial incidents.
The Premier League hopes that the

former policeman can reinforce the
message that refereeing standards are
improving. The organisation claims
that accuracy on key decisions was at
95.1 per cent last season, up from 94.8
per cent from the previous season.
Assistant referees are said to hit 99

per cent accuracy on offsides. The
number of red cards and fouls per game
shows a decline over the past few
seasons, which Riley attributes to
better communication and education
between PGMOL and clubs.
Cautions for diving dropped by 30

per cent last season, along with the
number of diving incidents. Bookings
for dissent have also decreased.
Webb believes that the benefits of

sin-bins should be investigatedbut he is
cautious about the use of video replays
to help officials, despite growing
support, including from Sepp Blatter,
the Fifa president.
“I’m not anti anything that would

make life as a refereemore easy. Practi-
cally it is going to be really difficult to
implement,” Webb said.

Matt Dickinson
Chief Sports Correspondent

Webb chose to
go out at the top
of his profession

Newcastle’s build-up hit by dispute over free tickets

NewcastleUnited’spreparations for the
new season have been disrupted by a
dispute between Alan Pardew’s
backroomstaff and the club’s hierarchy,
who have told the former that they will
no longer be provided with their
traditional allocation of free tickets for
Barclays Premier League matches.
Senior coaches at Newcastle have

previously been given four free tickets
in a corporate box at St James’ Park,
with other support staff receiving two
apiece. They have now been informed
by Lee Charnley, the managing

director, the practice,which is common
at many clubs, is coming to an end and
they will now be expected to pay.
It is understood the change has

shocked several members of
Newcastle’s staff, many of whom found
out about the arrangement only on
Saturday. As a consequence, a number
decided not to take up their
complimentary tickets for the next
day’s friendly match against Real
Sociedad in protest.
It is not known whether Pardew

himself has been included, but sources
at the club claim Charnley is keen to
standardise policy across all members
of staff at Newcastle, most of whom do

not receive the privilege. However,
morale among the manager’s back-
room team has been hit after a positive
summer for Newcastle during which
they have signed nine new players. The
club refused to comment last night.
It is not the first instance of strained

relationships betweenMikeAshley, the
Newcastle owner, and his employees.
On previous occasions, Pardew and
senior players have been required to
intervene to resolve disagreements
over first-team bonuses. Since a
disappointing end to last season, when
Pardew’s position was called into
question by some supporters,
Newcastle have refreshed their squad

withadditions suchasSiemdeJongand
Daryl Janmaat, the Holland
internationals, and Rémy Cabella, the
France playmaker.
After two consecutive transfer

windows inwhich they failed tomake a
permanent, senior signing, there has
been a mood of positivity around
Tyneside, although it has been
accompanied by further media
restrictionsatNewcastle,whocontinue
to ban three local newspapers. At
Charnley’s insistence, Pardew has been
prevented from holding press
conferences with the written media
with Ashley understood to be keen to
charge for access to the club.

George Caulkin
Northern Sports Correspondent

The winger worth Liverpool’s wait

It was, though, Filip who seemed the
morepromising, andby the timehewas
14,wordhad spread that deep inbasket-
ball country there was a player worth
watching. Partizan dispatched
Nedeljko Kostic, the head of their
academy, and Sladjan Scepovic, their
scout, to take a look. They were
impressed. They agreed a deal with
Borac, only to discover that Filip’s
father insisted they sign Lazar, 12, too.
“He did not want his sons to be sepa-

rated at such an early age,” explains
Vladimir Novakovic, a Serbian football
journalist. Theirmother, a lawyer , gave
up her job in Cacak to be with her boys
when they made the 100-mile journey
to the capital.
The move would prove to suit Lazar

more than his brother. He thrived at
Belin, helped in part by the searing

speed that had made him such a
formidable sprinter at high school that
he was considered a potential profes-
sional athlete and in part by Kostic’s
golden touch, his careful crafting of his
young charges’ talent.
Belin has churned out the likes of

Stefan Savic, Matija Nastasic and Ste-
van Jovetic in recent years. There was
no better place for the receptive Mar-
kovic to develop.
Rui Costa described him as

“focused”; Novakovic says that, apart
from a red card for his part in a brawl
withMirko Vucinic, of Juventus, in last
season’s Europa League semi-final, he
“does not have a stain on his career, he
is very well-behaved and his mother
moving to Belgrade is probably the key
factor in that.”
Partizan knew he would not be with

them for long. Liverpool, Tottenham
Hotspur, BayernMunich and Fiorenti-
na all looked at him; it was widely
assumed Chelsea had negotiated a first
optiononhimwithhis agent, FaliRam-
adani. Evenwhen he signed for Benfica
—his brother, Filip, was included in the
deal — Dragan Duric, Partizan’s presi-
dent, seemed to hint it was part of some
sort of masterplan that would event-
ually take him to Stamford Bridge.
Rodgers had heard the same rumour. It
was enough to put him off.
Not for long, though. Markovic

shone in Portugal, his effortless speed,
his gliding style convincing Liverpool
that he was worth one more attempt.
This time, they would not be denied.
Theyhave theirman. Theyhavewaited
a long time for this.
Tomorrow:Ander Herrera

In the first part of a
series on the new
faces ready to light up
the Premier League,
Rory Smith focuses
on Lazar Markovic

Liverpool almost missed out on Markovic three times but paid about £25million to bring him to Anfield from Benfica

ANDREW POWELL/GETTY IMAGES

T
hree times in five years, Liver-
pool might have signed Lazar
Markovic. Three times, they
demurred. Damien Comolli
worried that the teenager,

offered to him for £2million while he
was the club’s technical director, would
not be eligible for awork permit. Kenny
Dalglish baulked at what he saw as an
inflatedprice.And thenBrendanRodg-
ers declined, mistakenly believing he
had already been promised to Chelsea.
Now, at the fourthattempt, theyhave

their man. All the signs are that he will
be worth not just the money, but the
wait.
To listen to the paeans of praise lav-

ished on the 20-year-old since he first
exploded into football’s consciousness
atPartizanBelgrade, itwouldbe easy to
assume that Markovic has always been
singled out for stardom.
He was just 17, barely out of the club’s

famed Belin academy, when dozens of
scouts were flocking across Europe to
watch him; there were more than 20 at
oneBelgrade derby inhis first season as
a senior player.
When he was 18, Andrea Stramacci-

oni, in chargeof InterMilanat the time,
called him “exceptional”, waxing lyrical
about his blistering acceleration. By the
timehewas 19, AvramGrant, briefly his
coach at Partizan, claimed that “apart
from [Cristiano] Ronaldo and [Lionel]
Messi, hewasoneof thebest talents” he
had ever seen at that age.
Rui Costa, no mean judge of talent,

described him as a “pure talent”. “His
speed and skill canmake a difference in
the Barclays Premier League,” said the
former Portuguese playmaker, now
Benfica’s technical director. “Hehas the
ability and flexibility to escape defend-
ers easily.He is cold-bloodedwhenhe is
in a one-to-one situation and he is not
afraid to face opponents. He is always
eager to learn.He takes risks, he likes to
attack. He is a huge talent.”
His story, though, is not quite so

simple. Markovic was born in Cacak, a
town more renowned for producing
basketball players than footballers. His
father had played in Yugoslavia’s
second division for the local club,
Borac, and soon both of his sons —
Filip, the elder by two years, and Lazar
— were enrolled in Borac’s academy.
Both were quick, both nimble, both

wide players who loved to cut inside.
Lazar’s room was decorated with post-
ers of his favourite team, Chelsea, and
inparticularwith imagesofGianfranco
Zola, his childhood hero.
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Sport Football
Chelsea dismiss talk of
long layoff for Drogba
Chelsea have said that Didier
Drogba is unlikely to play in their
opening Barclays Premier League
match of the season away to
Burnley on Monday, but deny that
the striker faces a lengthy layoff. A
scan yesterday showed that the
ankle injury Drogba sustained in a
friendly against Ferencvaros is not
as bad as feared. Meanwhile, the
36-year-old’s decision to retire
from international football has
been met with “surprise” by the
Ivory Coast Football Federation.

Record-breaking Klose
ends national service
Miroslav Klose, the Germany
striker, announced his retirement
from international football
yesterday. The 36-year-old became
the leading scorer in the history of
the World Cup finals with his 16th
goal in the 7-1 semi-final victory
over Brazil, the hosts. Klose, below,
who is now playing for Lazio in
Serie A, said in a statement that
he had “fulfilled a childhood
dream with the title in Brazil”
and lived “unforgettable moments
with the national team”.

Fans hope Spurs are on
their way to Wembley
Tottenham Hotspur fans are
overwhelmingly in favour of
moving to Wembley, should the
north London club need to find a
temporary home while White
Hart Lane is redeveloped,
according to a poll conducted by
the club’s Supporters’ Trust.
Tottenham are considering using
the national stadium or Stadium
mk in Milton Keynes for one
season as it would be cheaper and
quicker to build their new ground
for the start of the 2017-18 season.

Lillis graduates from
academy to the dugout
Huddersfield Town have promoted
Mark Lillis from academy
manager to caretaker manager
after Mark Robins left the club on
Sunday. Robins’s departure came a
day after Huddersfield had lost 4-0
at home to Bournemouth in their
opening SkyBet Championship
game. “As a club — staff, players
and fans alike —we have to pull
together and move on,”Lillis said.
Steven Pressley, Malky Mackay,
Brian McDermott, and are among
the favourites to succeed Robins.

Any lingering hopes that Manchester
United may have harboured of signing
MatsHummels this summer have been
extinguished by Jürgen Klopp, the
Borussia Dortmund coach, who has
ruledoutanypossibilityof thedefender
leaving this month.
Hummels was identified as one of

United’spriority targets for the summer
transfer window during David Moyes’s
brief spell in charge and their interest
was retained even after Louis van Gaal
took over as manager.
With a long-term replacement for

NemanjaVidic, who joined InterMilan
on a free transfer in June, being sought,
Hummels emerged as United’s
favoured target but they will have to
now look for an alternative after Klopp
placed the Germany centre back out of
their reach.
“He is going nowhere, he is staying

with us,” Klopp said. As if to emphasise
the point, hiswords have beenmatched
by the symbolic actions of his club, with
Dortmund announcing that Hummels
will be theirnewcaptainafterSebastian
Kehl stepped down from the role.
Dortmund went public on their

decision bymaking the announcement
on the club’s official Twitter feed,
leaving United, who play Valencia in a
pre-season friendly tonight in Van
Gaal’s first game at Old Trafford since
becoming manager, to re-examine
their defensive options.
AnderHerrerawill alsomakehis first

home appearance since joining United
fromAthletic Bilbao and themidfielder
is expectingValencia topose thekindof
exacting test that is required in their
final warm-upmatch before the start of
the Barclays Premier League season.
“I know it’s the Theatre of Dreams

and I want to play there now, I can’t
wait,” Herrera said. “Things went well
[on tour] in America but we want to do
thesame in frontofour supporters. I am
really looking forward to the match. I
know it’s a friendly but I really want to
win it.
“I played against Valencia a lot

during my time in Spain. They always

want to keep the ball and traditionally
theyareanoffensive teamandhave just
won the Emirates Cup, so it will be a
good challenge for us.”
As United look to repair the damage

that was done last season during an
underachieving campaign by
reclaiming a place in the Champions
League, Klopp has warned that even
withoutLuis Suárez,whohas left to join
Barcelona, Liverpool look primed for
another title challenge.
On Sunday, Klopp witnessed at first

hand Liverpool’s attempts to show that
there is life after Suárez and he was
suitably impressed by the form they
displayed in a 4-0 win over Dortmund
to suggest they could be the team to

beat inEngland this season, albeitwhile
offering the caveat their performance
against his own depleted team should
not be taken as the sole gauge.
“Liverpool without Suárez? It seems

to be no problem,” Klopp said. “They
haveaplanmaybe, but Idon’t know.We
canplay better than that, andLiverpool
can play better too. This was not our
best day, similar to the weather here.
“Liverpool is a great cluband theydid

well last year. I saw it. If you make the
right decisions after you miss you can
be stronger. Maybe Liverpool this year
is the big team in the Premier League.
We will see.
“Our problem was that we are not in

the perfect shape for this game.We are

only in the middle of our preparation
and on Wednesday we have the other
match against Bayern Munich in the
[German] Super Cup.
“The players all start at different

moments.Thiswasnot the ideal time to
face Liverpool. We were a few per cent
short in all areas.
“That’s why we got a drubbing and

why it hurts. Where we are right now,
ouropponentswere just toogood forus.
The physicality Liverpool were able to
bring to the game just isn’t there for us
just yet.
“If you draw the right conclusions

from results like this then it can only be
positive. There were no points on offer
but we won a lot of insight.”

Search goes
on for United
Analysis Rory Smith

Arsène Wenger meant it as
a compliment to a loyal
servant. The Arsenal

manager was discussing the
scrap between Manchester
United and Barcelona for
Thomas Vermaelen. “He had
the choice between two massive
clubs,” he said. “That means
these clubs have looked
everywhere, and it is not easy to
find someone like Thomas.”
For United, Wenger’s words

will cause considerable
concern. Louis van Gaal’s need
for a centre back is obvious,
acute. He has lost Nemanja
Vidic and Rio Ferdinand, and
he has expressed his desire to
see his new club play with a
three-man back line. That is
why he had targeted Mats
Hummels, only to discover the

Germany centreback will be
staying at Borussia Dortmund,
coaxed to stay with the promise
of the club captaincy.
It is why he went for

Vermaelen, too, a player not
anywhere near Hummels’ class,
but good enough when, as
Wenger inadvertently admitted,
there is a dearth of top-class
defenders. United have looked
everywhere. The best they
could find was “someone like
Thomas”.
Van Gaal’s options are limited

as he tries to find someone,
anyone, to shore up a defence
that comprises Chris Smalling,
Phil Jones and Jonny Evans.
Roma placed an asking price
north of £30million on Mehdi
Benatia, Marquinhos would
cost even more from Paris
Saint-Germain, and Daley
Blind, of Ajax, would be
cheaper but is not so much of a
specialist.
United have looked

everywhere. So far, they have
not even found someone like
Thomas.

Van Gaal must set sights on new
target after Hummels stays put
Captaincy offer keeps defender at Dortmund

Tony Barrett

Sign of the times: billboard war has escalated in Manchester with Betfair stoking the rivalry between City and United with
a giant image welcoming Louis van Gaal in response to one that celebrated the defection of Carlos Tévez to City in 2009

EAMONN & JAMES CLARKE

Olsson hit by FA charge
for improper conduct
Martin Olsson has been charged
with improper conduct by the FA
after appearing to push Simon
Hooper, the referee, when he was
sent off during Norwich City’s 1-0
defeat away to Wolverhampton
Wanderers on Sunday. He faces an
extended ban if found guilty. The
club are promising to clamp down
on supporters found guilty of
racial abuse after fans brought an
incident at Molineux involving
Rajiv van La Parra, the Wolves
winger, to their attention.
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McIlroy’s story
keeps demons
in margins of
latest chapter

Watson leaves wild-card slot open for Woods
Tom Watson, the United States Ryder
Cup captain, effectively admitted there
will be one rule for Tiger Woods and
one rule for everyone else when it
comes to choosing his three wild-card
selections for the teamto faceEuropeat
Gleneagles next month.
Watson now has his nine automatic

qualifiers, a list that includes Phil
Mickelson, who crept in at the expense
of JasonDufner by finishing runner-up
to RoryMcIlroy in the USPGACham-
pionship on Sunday.
Watson will spend the next three

weeks running the rule over contend-
ers for the final three places, saying that
he will pick “the players who are in the
best form by September 2”. However,
Woods will not have played by the time
Watson has to make that decision.
The 38-year-old limped away from

Valhalla with a bad back after missing
the cut. Even if he was fit he cannot
compete in either of the FedEx Cup
events that precede the selection date
because he has not qualified.
Nevertheless, Watson wants

Woods in the team and he is pre-
pared to base his final decision on
feedback from the player.
“I will continue to speak with

Tigerover thenext threeweeks to
monitor his situation,” Wat-
son said. “Obviouslyhehas
not beenplayingwell, but
I think it’s been a result
of his injury. I think it
really directly comes
from Tiger, how he
assesses himself.
“I can’t assess his

medical condition and I
honestly can’t assess
how he’s playing. It

really is going to be having to come
from information from Tiger himself.
“He brings something to the team in

a big way. He’s been really good in the
team room. I know that for a fact. He’s
a very positive influence on the
players. The most important thing
is, can he play and is he playing
well?”
Woods is notoriously stubborn,
as proven by his decision to play

through the pain on Friday
rather than withdraw, and
he has already texted
Watson to say he wants to
be on the team. Can
Watson therefore trust
Woods to be honest
about his form and fit-
ness? “Absolutely,” he
said. “Tiger is direct.”
Woods is not the

only injury issue con-

cerning Watson. Matt Kuchar had to
withdraw from the USPGA Champi-
onship with a back injury while Dufner
slipped out of the top nine after he
pulled out with a neck problem.
Mickelson’s form, which he rediscov-

ered on the final day of the WGC-
Bridgestone Invitational and carried
through to Valhalla, was at least one
positive for Watson on a week when
Europe’s hand strengthened further,
with players such as McIlroy, Henrik
Stenson and Lee Westwood all enjoy-
ing good tournaments.
Watson will be relying on the bitter

memories of Medinah, when Europe
completed a remarkable comeback to
win, to stoke his players.
“On paper, the Europe team look

stronger than the American team,”
Watson said. “But our team, they have
got that motivation from 2012 that I’m
going to lay on them.”

T
his is a story that is going to
grow and grow. It already has
the drama of a Masters melt-
down, the trials and tribula-
tions of amultimillion-pound

Nike deal, a falling out of love with the
game that he once saw as a vocation,
turbulence in his private life, and a
redemptive triumph at the Open
Championship last month. Then early
yesterday, in Valhalla, we witnessed
perhaps the most thrilling chapter yet.
What next for Rory McIlroy?
The Northern Irishman, and you

have topinchyourself to remember this
fact, is only 25. He has won four major
championships and 21 tour events. But
perhaps the most remarkable thing
about the youngster from County
Down is that he has experienced more
drama, on and off the course, than
many sportspeople twice his age. Over
thenext 15 or so years, as he attempts to
attain golfing immortality, theMcIlroy
narrative could grow into one of the
most fascinating in sport.
On Sunday, he confronted challen-

geshehas rarely facedbefore, andover-
came themwith ruthless efficiency. He
had to wait on almost every shot, the
groups ahead playing at a much slower
pace. He had to pause, reflect on the
significance of what was unfolding,
endure the ear-puncturing cheers as
Phil Mickelson and Rickie Fowler, one
hole in front, made the early running.
For a while, particularly after the 9th, it
looked as if he might falter.
His composure, however, was impla-

cable. It is oneof theperennialmistakes
whenwatchinggolf to impute toomuch
significance to a specific shot, but what
the hell. On the fairway of the 10th, he

hit a three-wood so sweet you wanted
tobottle it. Lowand true it flew, skirting
the fringe, caressing the contours,
finishing ten feet from the pin. It led to
an eagle that put McIlroy right back in
the mix.
This was a major that, unlike the

three others this year, was in the
balance right up until the witching
hour. It became a test of nerve in the
faltering light of northern Kentucky.
We have always known that McIlroy
has the talent toannex theworldofgolf;
what we learnt on Sunday is that any
lingeringdoubts abouthismental game
are singularly misplaced. His putting,
his touch, his accuracy off the tee: all
were sublime as the pressure ratcheted
up.
Demons? What demons? After the

ignominy of the 2011 Masters, when
McIlroy fell apart so humiliatingly that
many viewers averted their eyes, there

was a fear that the experience might
leave a legacy. At some point, it was
speculated, the memories might come
back to haunt him, particularly in the
maelstrom of a tight finish. Instead,
McIlroy seems to have drawn strength
from the experience. He has learnt to
dig deep when necessary, to talk to
himself, to find inspiration when he
needs it.
And it is not as if his rivals gave it to

him. Mickelson, in particular, played
golf as beautiful as at any time in his
marvellous career. The American has
the hands of a pianist, consistently
landing the ball so softly from around
the fringes of the green that you
wondered if it was wrapped in silk.
Fowler played some terrific golf, too,
but in the end (as before), he couldn’t
make it count. He is one of only three
men to have finished in the top five of
every major in a single year.

The climax, when it came, was reve-
latory. McIlroy was a little lucky on his
tee shot, having flirtedwith thewater to
the right of the 18th fairway, butmade it
to 34 feet with his third and had two
putts to win. It could have been
treacherous, the live audience hoping
for a slip-up. But the pace of the first
putt (always a reliable indication of
calmness) was so immaculately judged,
it became a formality. After the final

tap-in, the sense of vindication was
palpable.
Where to from here? McIlroy is one

of the few sportspeople with the
capacity to redefine the game he plays.
In almost everything he does, he hints
at a potential that dwarfs any of his
rivals. His power, accuracy and flair
must send shudders of fear through his
fellow professionals. When he is on
form, nobody can match him.

To many golfers, four majors would
seem an impressive total; to McIlroy it
is little more than an opening salvo.
Like anyone aspiring to greatness, his
gaze is fixed not on the foothills where
the rest of us tread, but on the great
mountain peaks. He is looking to the
formidablemajor totals of Gary Player,
Tiger Woods, even of Jack Nicklaus
himself. It is going to be a thrill to see if
this remarkable talent can catch them.

Alex Lowe Louisville, Kentucky

Ryder Cup teams

United States (already qualified)
Bubba Watson, Rickie Fowler,
Jim Furyk, Jimmy Walker,
Phil Mickelson, Matt Kuchar,
Jordan Spieth, Patrick Reed,
Zach Johnson.

6 Tom Watson, the US captain,
and Paul McGinley, his Europe
counterpart, will name their three
wild-card choices on September 2.

6 The players occupying the nine
automatic places in the Europe
team at present are:
Rory McIlroy (N Ire), HenrikStenson
(Swe), Victor Dubuisson (Fr),
Sergio García (Sp), JustinRose (Eng),
Martin Kaymer (Ger), Thomas Bjorn
(Den), Jamie Donaldson (Wales) and
Graeme McDowell (N Ire).
The final qualifying event for places
in the team, the Italian Open,
finishes on August 31.

his

It

Matthew Syed says that
memories of the way
young man crumbled
in 2011 seemed so
distant in Valhalla

Come fly with me: McIlroy posted the obligatory selfie on Twitter as he and his team headed to New York on a private jet
after his memorable triumph at Valhalla. Toasting the USPGAChampionship winner’s success are (from left): Front
row:Harry Diamond (friend), Gerry McIlroy (father), Sean O’Flaherty (chief of staff of Rory McIlroy Inc, his management
company). Back row:Michael Bannon (coach), JPFitzgerald (caddie). Middle row:Unidentified, Paul McVeigh (chef)

‘You have to pinch
yourself to remember
that he is still only 25’

TWITTER: @MCILROYRORY ·
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World No 1 turns his
attention to making
Masters his servant

Ulsterman big on personality likely to be hit with BBC voters

R
oryMcIlroy startedhisweek
inLouisville trying todeflect
talk of a new era in golf by
suggesting that people are
sometimes too quick to

jump on to the bandwagon. No longer
can he peddle that line, not after
chasing down some of the biggest
names in the game to win the US PGA
Championship, his fourth major title.
That bandwagon is now so full the

suspension is about to giveway. “Out of
thedarkness comes thebrightest star in
the future of golf,” Greg Norman
tweeted after McIlroy had sunk the
winning putt, seven minutes after the
sun had set on Sunday night.
Even those more naturally reticent

about adorning a new king must now
accept that McIlroy has earned the
right to be mentioned in the same
breath as Severiano Ballesteros and Sir
Nick Faldo, Tiger Woods and Jack
Nicklaus.
After back-to-back major victories,

McIlroyhimself nowaccepts it.Hemay
still be uncomfortable answering ques-
tions on “greatness” but the goals he set
immediately after winning at Valhalla
spoke for the Northern Irishman’s
present standing in the game and
what he believes he can achieve.
Sunday’s victory, less than a

month after he hadwon theOpen
Championship at Royal Liverpool,
made him the third youngest man to
have won four major titles in the
modern era, after Nicklaus andWoods.
McIlroy’s next target is to win the
Masters in April and complete a career
grand slam, something only Nicklaus,
Woods, Gene Sarazen, Ben Hogan and
Gary Player have achieved in the his-
tory of the sport.
If he can don the green jacket at

Augusta next April, McIlroy will move
level with Ballesteros and Phil Mickel-
son as a five-time major winner.
Beyond that he has Faldo’s mark of six
major titles, themost by any European,
in his sights.
These are grand ambitions and he is

talking about overhauling legendary
names of the sport butMcIlroy discuss-
es themwithout a hint of arrogance; he
simply believes it is possible. After the

summer he has had, winning three
titles and two majors in 22 days, he
believes anything is possible.
“To be the face of golf or one of the

faces of golf, it’s a big responsibility but
at the same time I feel like I amup to the
task of handling it well,” McIlroy said.
“Winning the Open Championship

had sort of put me on a higher level in
this game. To win a fourth major here,
to be one behind Phil [Mickelson], one
behind Seve [Ballesteros], level with
ErnieEls, I never thought I’d get this far
at 25 years of age.
“It’sbeenan incredible run.Thereare

only two active players in this genera-
tion who have more majors than me
and that is TigerWoods and PhilMick-

elson. The two next realistic goals are
the career grand slam and trying to
become the most successful European
ever in the modern era. Nick Faldo has
six, Seve has five and (to try and win)
the career grand slam in eight months,
they are the next goals. If I can achieve
those then I can start thinking about
other things and set different goals.”
McIlroy has led going into the final

round in all four of his major victories
but there was amoment when he stood
on the 10th fairway on Sundaywhenhe
found himself three shots behind
Rickie Fowler, who was in inspired
form around the greens and had been
setting the pace with Phil Mickelson.
It called for something special and

McIlroy delivered it, recording an eagle
on the 10th and a birdie on the 13th
beforekeepinghisnervewitha stringof
pars as, one by one, his rivals dropped
away.
First Henrik Stenson blinked, then

Fowler and then Mickelson. When
McIlroy birdied the 17th he opened a
two-stroke lead that effectively sealed
the deal. Darkness had fallen over
Valhalla when McIlroy two-putted
from34 feet for a par on the last towrap
up the championship by one shot. “It
was great theatre,” Nicklaus said.
McIlroy was more animated on the

18th green at Valhalla than he had been
at Royal Liverpool, an indication of
what the victory meant to him and to
his career.
“I’ve got that sense of belief that I go

into every tournament knowing I can
win and to do it that way, I know I can
win like this,” he said.
“I was standing on the tenth fairway

three behind and to know I can come
back fromthat and shoot 32on theback
nine of a major and win is something
thatwill standwithmefor the restofmy
career.
“TheMasters is theonlyone Ihaven’t

won. I desperately want to win the
green jacket. I know that if I play the
golf I am capable of there is no reason I
shouldn’t go to Augusta thinking I can
win and complete the career grand
slam.”
McIlroy is taking this week off to

enjoy his spectacular summer. On
Saturday, he will parade his silverware
at Old Trafford before returning to the
United States for the FedEx play-offs.
Then comes the Ryder Cup at Glen-
eagles.
“I want to let it all sink in,” he said. “It

has been an incredible run of golf and
one I will always remember. I may
never have a summer as good as it has
been in 2014.”

Bookmakers have slashed the odds on
RoryMcIlroy being namedBBCSports
Personality of the Year after his back-
to-back major championship victories.
McIlroy was already an overwhelm-

ing favourite after winning the Open
Championship last month and his
triumph in the US PGAChampionship
in Valhalla in the early hours of yester-
day has led to his already short odds
tumbling. He is available at a best price

of 1-5 to become only the second golfer
to win the award after Nick Faldo in
1989.
Darren Clarke has twice finished

runner-up, in 2006 and 2011, but McIl-
roy polled fewer than four per cent of
the public vote when hewas shortlisted
in 2011 and 2012. However, it would
seem that only Lewis Hamilton win-
ning the Formula OneWorld Champi-
onship will prevent McIlroy adding
another trophy to his collection at the
ceremony in Glasgow onDecember 14.

“Before the Open, McIlroy was 20-1
for the award but he was 5-6 after his
victory atHoylake,withHamiltonnext
best at 11-4,” Rory Jiwani, a spokesman
for StanJames.com, said. “It looked a
two-horse race before Valhalla and it’s
evenmore sonow. InHamilton’s favour
is that if he were to win the drivers’
championship, it would be nearer the
time of the award and perhaps bemore
immediate to the public.
“McIlroy is our worst result. Punters

backed him after his Open win and it’s

hard to see him not taking the award,
especially if he helps Europe to retain
the Ryder Cup.”
Hamilton — who trails Nico Ros-

berg, his Mercedes team-mate, by 11
points in the F1 drivers’ standings — is
available at 5-1. Jonny Wilkinson, the
former England fly half who retired
after winning the Heineken Cup and
Top 14 title with Toulon, and Claudia
Fragapane, the gymnast who won four
gold medals at the Commonwealth
Games, are next in the betting at 16-1.

Scott Rutherford

Confident but humble
Rory McIlroy seeking
to locate final piece of
major puzzle in April,
writes Alex Lowe

Latest SPOTY odds

1-5 Rory McIlroy (Golf)
9-2 Lewis Hamilton (Formula One)
10-1 Jonny Wilkinson (Rugby union)
16-1 Claudia Fragapane (Gymnastics)
33-1 Carl Froch (Boxing)
33-1 Gareth Bale (Football)
50-1 Lizzy Yarnold (Skeleton)
66-1 Tony McCoy (Racing)
Odds from StanJames.com

Europe’s leading men

Sir Nick Faldo 6
Masters: 1989, 1990, 1996
Open: 1987, 1990, 1992

Severiano Ballesteros 5
Masters: 1980, 1983
Open: 1979, 1984, 1988

Rory McIlroy 4
US Open: 2011
Open: 2014
US PGA: 2012, 2014

Padraig Harrington 3
Open: 2007, 2008
US PGA: 2008

Bernhard Langer 2
Masters: 1985, 1993

José María Olazábal 2
Masters: 1994, 1999

Sandy Lyle 2
Masters: 1988
Open: 1985

Tony Jacklin 2
US Open: 1970
Open: 1969

Martin Kaymer 2
US Open: 2014
US PGA: 2010

‘It was dicey’:
how the PGA
title was won
6th hole: 495 yards, par 4 (-11)
McIlroy misses a par putt to drop his
second shot of the day and slip back
to 11 under par. Having started with
a one-shot lead, he is now two
behind Rickie Fowler, who has
produced some inspired golf around
the greens.
Rory’s verdict: “I felt a bit flat over
the first six holes.”

7th hole: 597 yards, par 5 (-12)
McIlroy hits back with a vital birdie
after a chip from off the green that
proves a stroke of genius and leaves
a simple putt. He needs it, too,
because Fowler has pushed his score
up to 14 under par with his fourth
birdie in five holes. Henrik Stenson
and Phil Mickelson then birdie the
9th to create a three-way tie for first.
Rory’s verdict: “The birdie on seven
was big; to get the ball up and down
from where it was crucial”

10th hole: 590 yards, par 5 (–14)
After settling his nerves on the 7th,
McIlroy comes close to birdies on
the next two holes. Fowler birdies
the 10th to lead McIlroy by three

Tripping the light fantastic: McIlroy celebrates the second US PGA championship
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Driving range helps
champion to make
the game look easy
It is a measure of just how much and
how fast Rory McIlroy has improved
that he was a better golfer at the end of
last week than he had been at the start.
In those seven days he demonstrated

a toughness when it was necessary and
he showed that he had grown more
comfortable in his new role as the
dominant figure in the game, willing to
accept his responsibilities as theworld’s
leading player. It was said on Jack
Nicklaus’s retirement that he had been
a constant thread in the fabric of golf.
RoryMcIlroy is onhisway to becoming
just that too.
McIlroy’s victory was striking

because it demonstrated that he can do
something he hadn’t been asked to do
before. He won each of his first two
major championships by eight strokes.
He led his third by six strokes after 54
holes. With 18 holes to go in his fourth,
he led by one stroke but by the time he
reached the 10th tee he had fallen
behind by three strokes. Then he made
a pell-mell dash for the line, spread-
eagling his rivals as he did so.
The most impressive part of McIl-

roy’s game, reminiscent of Nicklaus at
his best, is his driving. It causes

you towiden your eyes inwonder again
and again. If you can hit the ball 340
yardswith littleorno run thenyouhave
a huge start in your task of demolishing
a 500-yard par four, for example, as
McIlroy did when he
needed only a nine-
iron for his second
shot to reach the 16th
greenonSaturday, or
when reaching the green
on the 590-yard 10th
hole, as he did in his
final round, this time
with a three-wood from
281 yards.
He may not be

longer off the tee
than Tiger Woods
was at his best but he is far
more accurate. He is longer
and straighter than Greg
Norman, the longest and
most accurate player of
recent times. “When you
have the confidence in
your driver that he has
now and you can hit it as
far as he can, the game is
easy,” TomWatson said.
WhereMcIlroy won his

fourth major champion-
ship — his third tourna-
ment in a row and his
secondUSPGAtitle—
was not won on any
onegreenorhole
but on the pesky
3,791 yards of the

inward nine at Valhalla. Somewhere
between the 10thand the 18thholeswas
the end of many of his rivals. McIlroy,
however, may like to roll up these acres
and take them away for ever.
Again and again he played the first

nine holes in controlledmode. He even
admitted on Sunday that he had felt
“flat” for the first five or six holes that
afternoon. Then on the 10th he pressed
the accelerator to the floor, hard. For 72
holes hewas four under par on the out-
ward nine holes, and 12 under coming
home. On the front nine McIlroy had
eight birdies in his four rounds. On the
back nine he had 13 birdies and two
eagles.
There may have been some reluc-

tance by others to give McIlroy the
credit he deserved before last week, but
there isn’t now. “Best player in the
world,handsdown,”RickieFowler said.

“Better than everyone else right now,”
Phil Mickelson said. “Yeah he’s good.
Really good.” Graeme McDowell
added: “As I said at the Open I didn’t
think we were going to see the new
Tiger era . . . just yet. I’m not eating my
wordsbut I’mcertainly starting tochew
on them.”
The playing is only the half of it. In
aspects of his character and his be-
haviourMcIlroy is a person of gen-
uine humility and warmth. He is
demonstrating that he has the
qualities to lead the game in the
way that onewouldwant.He is
naturally humble, which is not
a quality attributed to Woods,
andhe speakswithagraceand
eloquence that the American
didn’t or couldn’t.

“I understand the
responsibility of being a role
model and it’s great to be able
to inspire kids to play,” he said.
“I always try and be as nice as
I can and sign whatever they
want signed. I just try and be
some sort of good influence
on their life.”

Welcome to theworld of
Rory McIlroy, a cham-
pion golfer and a cham-
pion young man.

John Hopkins Louisville, Kentucky

shots, but the world No1 produces a
brilliant response, his second shot
with a three-wood from 291 yards
finishing 10 feet from the hole and
teeing up an eagle. It proves to be
the turning point in the round.
Rory’s verdict: “Rickie went three
ahead while I was standing on the
fairway. I needed to do something.
The eagle kick-started everything”

13th hole: 350 yards, par 4 (–15)
McIlroy leaves himself with an
eight-foot uphill putt for birdie that
he sinks to move alongside Fowler
and Mickelson, but the three-way tie
does not last long as Fowler drops
back after a bogey on the 14th to
join Stenson one shot off the lead.

16th hole: 508 yards, par 4 (–15)
Mickelson finds the rough off the
tee but is still in position to save par
and almost makes a birdie when his
chip from just off the green kisses
the cup but stays out. However, he
misses the return putt to record his
first bogey of the round, leaving
McIlroy as the tournament leader.
Rory’s verdict: “I held it together
and made a par when Rickie and
Phil both bogeyed”

17th hole: 472 yards, par 4 (–16)
With perfect timing, McIlroy
pounces on Mickelson’s mistake and
extends his lead with another birdie.
He finds sand off the tee but strikes
a brilliant iron shot out of the

fairway bunker to set up a birdie
that gives him a two-stroke cushion.
Rory’s verdict: “My fairway bunker
play hasn’t been great but I was able
to hit a great shot at the right time.”

18th hole: 542 yards, par 5 (-16)
With night falling, Mickelson and
Fowler allow McIlroy and Bernd
Wiesberger to play up with them.
Mickelson hits a brilliant chip shot
but has to settle for a birdie.
McIlroy’s drive stops just short of
the water and his second finishes in
a greenside bunker but he plays out
and two-putts from 34 feet to win.
Rory’s verdict: “It was getting dark,
it was dicey. To win in this fashion
means a lot.”

victory of his career but it will be at Augusta that the young Ulsterman will aim to secure his place among the greats

THOMAS J RUSSO/USA TODAY SPORTS

McIlroy pumps
the air after his
birdie on the 17th
in the final round

or
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6
Tiger Woods won
his sixth major at
the 2001 Masters at
the exact same age,
25 years, 98 days,
that Rory McIlroy
won his fourth on
Sunday.
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1 Tall birds coming in happen to
cause confusion (6)

4 Rate increase on downloadable
software (8)

10 Tormentor possibly welcomes
support for dodgy businessperson
(9)

11 Eating starter of nuts, a lot to get
one’s teeth into (5)

12 Typing letters and minutes, I state
something awful (11)

14 Deplore abrupt disposing of
daughter (3)

15 Crude young woman getting
publicity in brief written message
(7)

17 Glutton cracking drunkard’s plug
on cask (6)

19 West-facing part of domicile, a gift
of Highlanders? (6)

21 Playwright giving a home to old
dog (7)

23 Cast linked with cry to make a song
and dance? (3)

24 Scientist’s unused £100 added to
tax-free investment account (5,6)

26 Cheese containing initially banned
sweetener (5)

27 Half-cut rear admiral in work’s
dreary routine (9)

29 Ponder Republican ejected from
Queen’s pet gallery (8)

30Dole, in other words, something
burning up quickly (6)

1 Big building expert brings in large
inconvenience to Hull (8)

2 Communist leader admitting
church is overly aggressive? (5)

3 Appeal of short pastry ingredient
(3)

5 Whoppers with extra bacon? (7)
6 Paint a rosy picture of creationism,
for a change (11)

7 Deepest mines torn into disarray
(9)

8 Beach volleyball dropping ball
twice, not against bouncing back
and forth? (6)

9 Having confined space, tear-gas a
nuisance (6)

13 Sharp and stylish, to distinguish
one admirable man (11)

16 Fade out number over guitarist’s
intro, too loud (9)

18 I’m dogged in dispute with right
hooker (8)

20Diminutive singer left note in
jacket (4,3)

21 Appropriate leads for Citizen Kane
accepted by writer (6)

22 With an irrational, constant
apprehending? Such is hard, old
boy (6)

25 Promoting the lowest, the flower of
Rome’s people ... (5)

28 ... more than one there appropriate
(3)
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United’s favoured
target Hummels
stays at Dortmund
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Van Gaal still
on the look out
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McIlroy tells
US rivals to
be very afraid
Alex Lowe Louisville, Kentucky

RoryMcIlroybelieves thathecanstrike
fear into the United States team at the
Ryder Cup next month and is ready to
take on the responsibility of being
Europe’s leader at Gleneagles.
McIlroy underlined his status as the

best player in theworldwith his victory
in the USPGA Championship in the
early hours of yesterday to secure back-
to-back major titles.
As thrilled as theNorthern Irishman

was to lift theWanamaker Trophy for a
second time, it was the manner of his
victory that excited him the most as he
went toe-to-toe with Phil Mickelson
and Rickie Fowler down the back nine
and won by one stroke.
“I know that I can mix it up with the

best players in the world down the
stretch in amajor and comeout on top,”
McIlroy said. “To be able to beat Phil
Mickelson, the second best player in
this generation, on the back nine on a
Sunday; it’s great tohave in thememory
bank.
“I amnot saying thatmynameon the

leaderboard affected them but it has to
do something, especiallywith the play I
have produced over the last few weeks.
They made bogeys. It is another thing
to have in my locker, knowing that it
can maybe affect the guys.”
Tom Watson, the US Ryder Cup

captain, admitted that he wished
McIlroy was on his team. “He’s making
the game easy right now,”Watson said.
“He knows it and everyone else knows
it.”
That will make the 25-year-old a

markedman atGleneagles because the
USwill view takingapointoff theworld
No1 as being worth even more to the
team in the confidence stakes. That is
exactly how Europe used to feel
towards Tiger Woods, but McIlroy is
ready for it.
“It’s not just how theAmericans view

me but how I am viewed in my own
team,” he said. “I amgoing to have to be
sort of a leader. I am going to be a talis-
man and drive us forward. I am in a
place in the game that sort of warrants
I can lead the team. It is a good place to
be.”
McIlroy’s goal now is to complete a

career grand slam by winning the
Masters in April and then overtake Sir
Nick Faldo, who has six major
championship victories, as the most
successful European golfer.

Inside today

The making of a major
championship maestro
Pages 61-63 Family matters: McIlroy gets a hug from Gerry, his father, in the Valhalla gloom after winning the USPGA Championship
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