
Couple found dead
A retired managing director
is believed to have shot his
terminally ill wife dead at
their cottage near Ledbury,
Herefordshire, before turning
the weapon on himself. Page 7

Boost for cycling
James May, the Top Gear
presenter, has called for an
end to “sectarianism” between
drivers and cyclists and has
backed The Times’s Cities Fit
for Cycling campaign. Page 3

Clue to depression
Children with high levels of
a protein that is released in
response to coughs and colds
are at greater risk of
depression and other mental
disorders in adulthood. Page 8

Ukraine convoy halts
A convoy of Russian military
lorries stopped 200 miles from
the Ukrainian border amid
uncertainty over whether
Moscow was bringing aid or
conflict to the country. Page 30

Lloyds sale dropped
Plans for a multibillion-pound
sale of shares in Lloyds
Banking Group to the public
have been abandoned for this
year and probably until after
the general election. Page 37

IN THE NEWS

UK special forces help
save 30,000 refugees
Obama prepares to launch daring rescue in Iraq

British special forces were in northern
Iraq last night as LondonandWashing-
ton prepared to launch a high-risk
operation to save up to 30,000 refugees
trapped by jihadists.
SAS officers are helping the US to

plan for a mission in which American
and Kurdish troops could be deployed
into hostile mountain terrain close to
bands of Islamist militants.
President Obama has yet to decide

which is the best option to rescue the
terrified members of the Yazidi reli-
gious sect. He has not ruled out putting
troops on the ground, although Ben
Rhodes, the deputy national security
adviser at the White House, said that
any ground forces would not take on
combat roles.
After a meeting of the Cobra

emergencycommitteeyesterday,David
Cameron said that “detailed plans are
now being put in place” for an inter-
national mission to rescue the refugees
and that Britain “will play a role in
delivering it”.
Any British participation would

be unlikely to involve ground troops,
government sources said, but no
decision has been made other than it
would be a “non-combat operation”.
The mission could start by the end

of the week and is likely to take
several days. Survivors of the Yazidi
community, too weak to make the
arduous walk to safety, have been
stranded in the Sinjar mountains in
northern Iraq for more than a week in
temperatures of up to 48C. Many, in-
cluding children, have perished from
starvation, thirst and exhaustion.
Kurdish forces have been flying a few

ageing Iraqi army helicopters to and
from the mountaintop to save small
groups from certain death, but a much
larger operation is required to rescue
the Yazidis, who fled after Islamic State
(Isis) militants overran their town.
Two possible options presented by

the Pentagon involve either a helicop-
ter rescuemission inwhichUSmilitary
personnelwouldhave tobe stationed in
the mountains to ensure the refugees’
safe passage to the nearest airfield,
or large numbers of ground troops

protecting a land evacuation from
the mountains through an enforced
humanitarian corridor.
Should the air option be chosen, four

RAFChinookhelicopters are on stand-
by in Cyprus to take part alongside
US aircraft. A small number of landing
zoneswould have to be identified. They
would need protection by Kurdish
peshmerga, possibly supported by US

special forces or marines. The refugees
would be airlifted in batches and taken
somewhere “very local” in northern
Iraq or Iraqi Kurdistan, the govern-
ment sources said.
Six Tornado fighter bombers have

been sent to RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus to
help to provide surveillance for any
rescue mission.
Experts said that a land corridor

would need to be protected by
hundreds, if not thousands, of troops.
USMarines would be the first choice

for such a mission. This could mean
direct confrontation with Isis fighters.
US commandos would be empowered
to return fire in self-defence. Mr
Rhodes singledout theBritish response
to the humanitarian disaster for praise,
Continued on page 4, col 1
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Top colleges
offer record
number
of places
Greg Hurst, Danielle Sheridan

Teenagers receiving A-level results
today have the best chance in a
generation of winning admission to a
leading university, with thousands of
places still available.
A survey by The Times found that

many Russell Group universities are
seeking to fill spaces over the coming
days, including some for the most
popular academic degree courses.
Thousands of sixth-formers should

also find themselves with confirmed
places at top universities even if they
miss their predicted A-level grades.
The scale of vacancies should offset

disappointment for some sixth-formers,
as the proportion of A* and A grades
awarded is expected to dip slightly for
the third consecutive year. These
are the first A-level results since the
abolitionof January exams, curbing the
chance to resit.
Several leading universities revived

the practice this year ofmaking uncon-
ditional offers to promising candidates,
hoping to fend off competition from
rival institutions. A still larger number
are likely to lower their admission
levels, accepting candidates who
achieve one or even two grades below
their target.
Many more places will be available

through clearing at Russell Group uni-
versities after the government’s deci-
sion to relax the cap on undergraduate
admissions and fundup to 30,000 extra
places this year. It means that universi-
ties can expand their admissions by up
to 6 per cent if they wish.
Oneexpert said that theclearingpro-

cess would be like a football transfer
window, with universities seeking to
steal amarchon rivals by signingup the
best available talent. Some of the
most competitive courses, such as
maths, English, history and law, are still
recruiting.
The University of Southampton

is seeking students for more than
322 courses. Some degrees, including
English, history, geography, chemistry,
archaeology and modern languages,
requireA-level gradesofBBB, although
the university said that places were
very limited. Higher grades are re-
quired for other available courses.
Places are available on 160 courses at

Continued onpage 6, col 1
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Ukip pulls ahead
of Lib Dems with
a £1m donation
Michael Savage
Chief Political Correspondent

Ukip has raised more money than the
Lib Dems for the first time after being
handed a £1 million gift from a former
Tory donor.
Nigel Farage’s party raised £1.4 mil-

lion in the second quarter of this year,
outstripping the Lib Dems by £170,000
over the period.
The windfall included the £1million

donation from Paul Sykes, the entre-
preneur who funded its European
election poster campaign this year. It
was the biggest single paymentmade to
any of the political parties.
It is amajorboost forUkip,whichwill

need a sizeable war chest if it hopes to
build on its triumph in the European
elections and send its first batch ofMPs
toWestminster next year. Mr Farage is
expected to run in the Kent seat of
South Thanet.
Figures released by the Electoral

Commission revealed a successful
fundraising drive by the Tories. They
raised £7.1million over the three-
month period to June, almost twice as
much raised by Labour. The Lib Dems
pulled in £1.2million, with the Scottish
National Party receiving £1.14million.
Lagging behind Ukip will alarm

senior Lib Dems, who are resigned to
fighting the next election on a shoe-
string budget. The party will adopt a
siege strategy of simply defending as
many of its 56 seats as possible.
The donations risked provoking

another cash-for-peerages row, after it
was revealed that a wealthy Tory back-
er who was ennobled last week had
handed over another sizeable cheque.
Michael Farmer, a City financier and

party co-treasurer, gave the party
£333,500 over the three months.
Labour’s biggest donation of

£683,342 came from the Unison trade
union. Donations from Unite, tradi-
tionally its biggest backer, are expected
to fall as a result of the reforms that Ed
Miliband made to his party’s financial
links to the unions. The party also re-
ceived a big individual donation of
£629,570 from Sir David Garrard, who
backed the party under Tony Blair.
Records filed with the Electoral

Commission suggested that Labour
still hadoutstandingdebtsofmore than
£12 million. They showed that the To-
ries had outstanding loans of £1million.
Labour has already begun redesign-

ing its election campaign to try tomini-
mise the impact of the extra funds the
Torieswill have to fight it. Fewerexpen-
sive direct mail and poster campaigns
will beused. In theirplace, thepartywill
be employing more “community orga-
nisers” to run local campaigns and con-
centrate on social media.
There was another big round of do-

nations to the Tories from the business
and finance worlds. The biggest Con-
servative donations came from Barrie
Pettman, a publisher, who gave
£500,000, andMichael Gooley, a travel
company founder, who gave the same.
James Lupton, a banker, gave

£255,000; Alexander Fraser, a trader,
gave £200,000;DavidHarding, a hedge
fund founder, gave £200,000; and
Christopher Rokos, another hedge-
fund founder gave £170,000.
Alexander Temerko, the Ukrainian-

born energy magnate who previously
spent £90,000 on a bronze bust of
David Cameron at a party fundraiser,
also made a small donation.

Clegg plans cut in national insurance
Michael Savage

David Cameron has been put under
pressure to offer a major tax cut after it
emerged that the Lib Dems will raise
the idea of cutting national insurance
paid by workers.
Nick Clegg’s party will promise to

look at raising the threshold at which
workers begin to pay national insur-
ance contributions.
In its manifesto, the party will say it

will consider the measure as the “next
step” in its attempt to reduce the tax
burden on low and middle earners. It
will consider “raising the employee
national insurance threshold to the in-
cometax threshold, as resourcesallow”.
However, the Lib Dems will say they

would only go ahead after the income
tax personal allowance was raised to at
least £12,500. It is now £10,000.
The move will put pressure on Mr

Cameron to pledge similar tax cuts
under a future Tory government.
Tory MPs have repeatedly called for

the national insurance threshold to be
raised. They favour the measure
because the lowest earners would not
feel any benefit from further increases
to the income tax personal allowance.
Aligning the income tax allowance and
national insurance thresholds would
cut taxes for 1.2 million workers,
according to the Institute for Fiscal
Studies.
Workers start to pay national insur-

ance once they earnmore than £8,000.

It is charged at 12 per cent for most
workers.An increase in the thresholdof
just £20 a week would, however, cost
£2.7 billion.
“That’s why cutting income tax for

working people, particularly those on
lowandmiddle incomes, is a topLiberal
Democrat priority,” he told The Times.
“It was on the front page of the 2010
Liberal Democrat manifesto and we
have fought to keep it on the agenda at
every Budget.
“Nowwewant to go even further and

lift the amount of money people can
earn before paying income tax to
£12,500. When we’ve reached £12,500
we will seek to raise the level that
people start paying employee national
insurance.”

MEP goes her
own way on
death penalty
Sam Coates

A UkipMEPhas called for a return of
the death penalty 50 years after the last
execution.
Louise Bours, the Ukip member for

the northwest, made the call arguing
that itwas “absolutely right and just and
fair” for certain crimes.
The last executions in Britain, of

Gwynne Evans and Peter Allen by
hanging, took place on August 13, 1964.
Ukip does not officially support a

return of the death penalty, and Ms
Bours stressed that her comments on
the subject were her own.
She said: “As far as Ukip policy goes

obviously the policy of the party is
we’re a party that believes in direct
democracy, referendum, letting the
people decide. This is a personal opin-
ion that I have given in relation to this
issue and if I was given the option to
vote in a referendum then I would cer-
tainly vote for capital punishment to be
reinstated for certain types of crime.
“I think we’re living in a very differ-

ent world now to what we were in the
1950s and 1960s . . . for certain abhor-
rent crimes and heinous crimes where
there is no doubt of guilt, capital
punishment should be on the table.”
The director of Amnesty Inter-

national UK, Kate Allen, branded the
death penalty a “cruel relic of the past”.
She said: “Obviously very serious

crimes like murder merit very substan-
tial prison terms, but the premeditated
cruelty of the death penalty was never,
ever the right response.
“The crime forwhichGwynneEvans

and Peter Allen were convicted was in-
defensible, but then so too is the death
penalty.Twowrongsdon’tmakea right.
“As we’ve seen with ghastly botched

executions in the United States, the
death penalty is actually more like an
act of torture than part of a responsible
justice system.”

Northern cities can be ‘technology powerhouse’

Britain’s northern cities are blessed
with all the right qualities to become
leading technology centres in Europe,
according to the Policy Exchange
think-tank.
However, the likes of Manchester,

Newcastle, Liverpool, Leeds and Shef-
field will not reach their full potential
until road and rail links between them
are improved, it suggests in a report.
GeorgeOsborne, the chancellor, said

two years ago that hewanted theUK to

become “the technology centre of
Europe” — yet Britain’s technology
industry remains concentrated in
London, the continent’s “digital capi-
tal”, and Cambridge, which creates
more billion-dollar companies than
anyother technology cluster inEurope.
The government should promote the

strengths of the northern region as “a
cluster of clusters”, the report recom-
mends. “Toan international audience, a
‘northern powerhouse’ offering differ-
ent specialisms but collaborationwhere
required could be very attractive.”
Northern cities may struggle in the

short term to compete with leading
technology clusters around the world,
but, collectively, “they have the right
resources in abundance”, the report
says. “Holding them back from realis-
ing those combined strengths are the
poor roadand rail connections that link
them.Government should focus on im-
proving transport infrastructure across
the whole region to unleash its eco-
nomic potential.”
The report also recommends that

technology businesses need strong
local political leadership, best served
with directly elected mayors.

James Dean
Technology Correspondent
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It’s amazeballs how patois of the digital age has become so adorbs
Anyhope that the teenageslogan“yolo”
(youonly liveonce) or the term“amaze-
balls”, popularised by The Only Way is
Essex, would be short-lived was dashed
yesterday as they were added to the
Oxford English Dictionary’s website.
Although the website is a broader

church than the printed dictionary, all
new entries must be in common usage
to qualify.
Yolo, which is often used on Twitter

as a justification for doing something
foolhardy, is among dozens of new
words including binge-watch (to watch

multiple episodes of a series in one sit-
ting), humblebrag (an attempt to be
self-deprecating while bragging) and
side-boob (a glimpse of part of a breast
afforded by revealing clothing).
The quarterly update also acknowl-

edged adorbs (short for adorable), listi-
cle (online articles such as “ten reasons
why cakes are the most amazing thing
ever”) and vape (inhaling the vapour of
an e-cigarette).
The use of “vaping” and “e-cig” have

increased tenfold in the past two years,
according to theOxfordCorpus, adata-
base monitoring how often words
appear in the media and on social net-

works. House of Cards, the American
remake of the British political thriller
starringKevin Spacey, is partly respon-
sible for spikes in usage of “binge-
watch” because all episodes of a series
are released at once on video-on-
demand. Use of the term quadrupled in
February, when the second series was
released.
Changes in our media consumption

also see hate-watch—watching a pro-
gramme for the sake of the enjoyment
derived from mocking or criticising it.
Technology more broadly continues

to have a strong influence on the Eng-
lish language, and is reflected in new

entries including acquihire, clickbait,
DeepWeb, dox, fast follower, geocache,
in silico, octocopter and tech-savvy.
Otherslangtermsaddedincludebank

of mum and dad, bro hug, cray (slightly
shorter form of crazy) andmansplain (a
derogatory term for a man cockily ex-
plaining something to a woman).
Cray has evolved from “cray cray”, a

term used for craziness in the early
2000s. It was popularised in its single-
syllable form when used by the rapper
Kanye West.
Katherine Connor Martin, editor of

Oxford Dictionaries, said that compi-
lers were able to monitor how British

and American speakers adopted words
in different ways. “Naturally, many
words are used in similar frequencies in
the UK and US, for instance the in-
formal additions amazeballs [variant of
amazing] and neckbeard [beard growth
on one’s neck],” she said.
“However, some new slang and

informal words catch on much more
quickly in a particular variety of Eng-
lish — for instance, side boob is more
than ten timesmorecommon inBritain
than in the US.”
These new entries have been added

to OxfordDictionaries.com, not the
Oxford English Dictionary.

Jack Malvern Arts Correspondent

Top Gear rides to rescue of cyclists

JamesMay, theTopGear presenter, has
called for an end to “sectarianism”
between drivers and cyclists on the
roads and has given his support to The
Times’sCities Fit for Cycling campaign.
The presenter is best known for his

motoring expertise and 15-year
association with Top Gear, but he also
owns three bicycles and uses a folding
bike to make short journeys near his
west London home.
The Times’s campaign calls on the

government to create anannual budget
forbuildingsafecycle routes, toencour-
age more people to travel by bicycle.
“I’m all for bicycles in cities,” said

May, who has never been without one
since he was three. “We use bicycles to
go around locally and also for fun
occasionally. Typically, our bike rides
would be three or fourmiles. I go to the
shops on it.”
He said that even Jeremy Clarkson,

his Top Gear co-presenter, uses a
bicycle for short journeys near his
Oxfordshire home.
Cyclists and motorists are often

depicted aswarring tribes, butMay said
this was a dangerous attitude.
“Weneed to get rid of road sectarian-

ism,” he said. “Car drivers supposedly
hate cyclists, cyclists hate taxi drivers,
taxi drivers hate motorcyclists, bus
drivers hate lorries. I just think if every-
body was a little bit more pragmatic,
that would do more for safety.”
May, 51, dismissed claims from some

motorists that cyclists do not belong on
the roads.
“I would say that the roads belong to

everybody,” he said. “That old
argument that ‘I pay road tax and the
bicycle doesn’t’ often isn’t true. In any
case, roads are funded centrally so
the tax [from Vehicle Excise
Duty] doesn’t actually go on
roads, so no one has a
greater right to the road
than anybody else, that’s
nonsense.”
May said that cycling

was “not going to cure
the world of all its ills”
and was not ideal for long
commutes, but he said that
increasing the number of
cyclists would help to free up Brit-
ain’s “ludicrously overcrowded” roads.
“The benefits to driving if people ride

bicycles are that there ismore space left
for driving,” he said. “It’s a simple
arithmetic truism.”
This week marks a year since David

Cameron pledged a “cycling revolu-

tion”. British Cycling has criti-
cised the prime minister for failing

to create an annual cycling budget to
deliver his promise.
The Commons transport committee

called on the government lastmonth to
spend £600 million a year on cycling.
This is also a demand of The Times’s
Cities Fit for Cycling campaign,

supported by the AA and British
Cycling.
Asked if he agreed with calls for this

annual budget, worth about 4 per cent
of the transport budget, May said: “Yes,
I think that is fair enough.”
He added, however, that many cycle

lanes found on roads were “complete
bollocks” and created confusion rather

than improved safety.
Urban planners should
spend more time riding
bikes to understand what
was needed, he said.
Asked if he supported

plans in London to build
segregated cycle routes on
major roads, he said: “That

What we want to see

The Times’s Cities Fit for
Cycling campaign includes
calls for:

All parties to pledge to
create a £600 million
annual cycling budget —
just 4 per cent of the
transport budget.
More than £900 million
has been pledged in
London over the next
decade. More than £300
million has been spent for
the rest of UK since 2010,
but this is only one eighth
of the level recommended
by the Commons transport
committee and no annual
budget has yet been
created.

All roads to be made safe
for cycling at the design
stage and for dangerous
junctions to be
redesigned
The government is due to
release its Cycling Delivery
Plan this month, outlining
“cycle-proofing” measures.
More than 10,000 Times

readers identified
blackspots on a map which
was passed to the
government as a guide.

All lorries operating in
urban areas to be fitted
with sensors, cameras and
extra mirrors
The capital will ban lorries
without extra mirrors and
side-guards. Some
supermarkets and cement
firms and contractors have
already insisted on fleets of
cycle-friendly lorries.

Cycle safety to be a core
part of the National
Curriculum and the
driving test
Funding for Bikeability
training in schools has
been extended to 2016, but
many schoolchildren still
do not receive it. The AA
and BSM have introduced
cycle safety as a module
for all instructors.

Follow the campaign at
thetimes.co.uk/cyclesafety

James May, who
rides regularly in
London, said that
even Jeremy
Clarkson, below,
uses a bicycle for
short trips

would take a lot of brains and thought,
but it is an essentially good idea.” May
said that the presence of cyclists on
roads was now an accepted part of city
life. “Cycling is becomingmore popular
in London, there are a lot of bikes and
people are starting to recognise that
they need to be accommodated.
“There are so many more bicycles

now than there were, say, a decade ago,
that people notice them and

subconsciously we are modifying
the way we drive around town.

“There are people who talk
about wanting to make safety
clothing mandatory, road tax
for bicycles, registering them
and insuring them,” he
added. “I think all that stuff
is utter nonsense. The
whole point of the bike is
that you get on it and you

ride it and you can ride it when
you’re a kid or when you’re
absolutely flatbrokeand it’s soagile.”

May encouraged cyclists to find
quiet backstreet routes to avoid
dangerous roads and suggested that
it was reasonable for cyclists to ride
“slowly and carefully” on wide
pavements
In a less practicable suggestion, he

also joked that London Tube lines
could be torn up, with the tunnels
turned into “bicycle and moped
superhighways”.
Leading article, page 20

BBC

James May attacks road
’sectarianism’ and says
even Jeremy Clarkson
takes to two wheels,
reports Kaya Burgess
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Kurds in Sheffield confront
protesters over pro-Isis flag
Deborah Haynes Defence Editor

A group of demonstrators in Sheffield
triggered an angry confrontation with
Kurdish residents when they paraded
through a street waving a black flag
linked with Islamist extremism.
The men were holding a protest

against the conflict in Gaza. They
carried a Palestinian flag and a black
flag bearing the Muslim declaration of
faith, according to police. Versions of
this flag are used by Islamic State, the
militant group also known as Isis.
The mere sight of such a flag at the

demonstration last Saturday appeared
to outrage some local people, many
of whom are refugees from Iraqi Kur-
distan and other Kurdish communities
in Syria, Turkey and Iran.
Fighters from the Islamic State

have been advancing on the semi-
autonomous Kurdish north of Iraq,
raising fears of genocide. “They said
they were helping the Palestinians and
they waved a Palestinian flag, but after
that they brought the Isis flag as well,”
said Sarwat Jaf, who witnessed the tail
end of the confrontation, which was
broken up by police.
“The Kurdish people did not want

that. They said that Isis are terrorists
andarekillingourpeople inKurdistan.”
SouthYorkshire policewho respond-

ed to the incident said that the Kurdish
residents mistook the flag to be the
symbol of the Islamic State. “The Gaza
demonstrators were adamant that no
offence was meant,” the police force
said in a statement.
Mr Jaf was not convinced. He said

that fellow Kurds had asked the dem-
onstrators, whom he said were of Paki-
stani origin, why they chose to walk
through a part of Sheffield that is home
to many Arab and Kurdish refugees —
the main victims of Islamic State vio-
lence — rather than the city centre.
“Why did you bring the Isis flag?

They said it was nothing. They were
lying,” he said.
Footage taken by Mr Jaf showed at

least five police cars stopped on a shop-
ping street, with policemenandwomen
standing in the street in the aftermath
of the confrontation. A police helicop-
ter was pictured hovering overhead.
Mr Jaf, an Iranian Kurd who moved

to Britain in 2006, said that he person-
ally did not see the flag because he
arrived on the scene after the initial
clash. He claimed that it was ripped up
bymembersof theKurdishcommunity.
The police said that two people were

arrested for public order offences. Mr
Jaf said that the two people taken away
by police were Kurdish rather than the
demonstrators.
Security officials are concerned that

support for the Islamic State among
certain members of the Muslim popu-
lation in Britain may be growing.
Social networking sites such as Twit-

ter are being used to attract Muslim
teenagers to jihad. At least 500 British
nationals are believed to have travelled
to Syria to fight in a civil war in which
the Islamic State has thrived. Many

have joined the extremist group, which
has also seized swathes of territory
across neighbouring Iraq, forcing hun-
dreds of thousands of Christians and
religious groups to flee.
Onemessage posted on Twitter said:

“Kuffar [non-believers] are afraid we
will slaughter yazidis, our deen [reli-
gious path] is clear we will kill their

men, take their women and children as
slaves insha Allah.”
A group of Kurdish students held a

demonstration outsideNo 10 last night.
The Solidarity Against Islamic State
members said that they had created
their own website and were campaign-
ing for donations to help displaced
people in Iraqi Kurdistan.

Student with
€20,000 in
her knickers
is not guilty

A university student accused of trying
to smuggle cash in her knickers to fund
jihadist fighters in Syria was acquitted
yesterdaybut said that her life hadbeen
“irreparably damaged”.
Nawal Msaad, 27, of Holloway, north

London, began to cry as the verdict was
read out at the Old Bailey .
Her friend Amal El-Wahabi, 27, of

northwest London, also on trial for
funding terrorism, was found guilty.
The jury’s verdict raises questions

over the Crown Prosecution Service’s
decision to prosecute Ms Msaad, who
maintained her innocence throughout.
El-Wahabi, who is the first British

womantobeconvictedunder terrorism
lawsof funding jihadist fighters inSyria,
faces up to 14 years in jail after she was
convicted of tricking her former school
friend into acting as a mule.
Speaking after the verdict, Ms

Msaad, who was reading human re-
sources management at London
Metropolitan University when ar-
rested, said she had been left “physical-
ly drained and mentally weak”.
Her frustration at the authorities led

her to write on Facebook that her life
had been “irreparably damaged” what-
ever the outcome.
On January 16, Ms Msaad was

stopped at Heathrow as she tried to
board a flight to Istanbul. After being
questioned she told police shewas trav-
elling to Turkey for a short trip, where
she planned to buy gold for hermother.
Her defence was that she “agreed to

do a favour for a friend, it was an oppor-
tunity to travel, a weekend away”.
The court had been told that Ms

Msaadwasgiven thecashonJanuary 15
in a rolled-up bundle covered in cling
film and tied with a red rubber band.
In themorning she claimed the cling

film had started to unravel so she put
the money in a condom to keep it
secure. She denied ever having the
money inside her and said she put it in
the waist band of her leggings.
“She [El-Wahabi] toldme to keep the

money on me. I didn’t want to risk los-
ing the money,” she said.
MissMsaadwas stopped fromboard-

ing the flight and taken to a private
room to be searched, where she pulled
out a roll of banknotes from inside her
clothing and handed it to the officers.
There were 38 €500 notes, four €200
notes and two €100 notes, totalling
€20,000.
Ms Msaad claimed she initially

thought the “job” shewas offered byEl-
Wahabi was to do with hairdressing.
Her payment would be £1,000 and a
free holiday. After learning what her
task entailed, she said she believed that
themoneywas to be used for El-Waha-
bi and her husband to buy a property in

Turkey.
Once she arrived in Istanbul,
shewas togive themoney toEl-
Wahabi’s husband, Aine
Davis, who had adopted the
name Hamza.

It was claimed by Mark
Dennis, QC, for the
prosecution, that
Hamza had “fulfilled
his desire and was
now with jihadist
fighters” in Syria.

El-Wahabi will be
sentenced on Sep-
tember 12.

Danielle Sheridan

Nawal Msaad:
“physically
drained”

Time runs out for refugees stranded on mountain
Continued from page 1
words that will be welcomed by Mr
Cameron, who has faced pressure from
his own MPs to do much more to re-
spond to the disaster.
Thedeputynational security adviser,

speaking at Martha’s Vineyard, where
the president is on holiday, said that
Britain had been the “most forward-
leaning” in backing the humanitarian
effort and had said “they want to work
with us to get the population to a
safe place”.
RAF cargo aircraft have made

several trips to the Sinjar mountains to
drop supplies for the stricken families.
Mr Cameron, who spoke by phone to

Iraq’s prime minister-designate yester-
day, has so far resistedpressure to recall
parliament amid a clamour for Britain
to play a combat role with the US,
which has been conducting airstrikes.
The Liberal Democrats have made

clear that they would not support
Britain entering amilitary operation in
the area or supporting the US in com-
bat operations. They insist that they are
unlikely to alter their position unless
there is a change on the ground, adding
that they feelnopressure fromcoalition
Tories to take a more hawkish stance.
Despite a slow start, Mr Cameron

andMrObama, bothwith the legacy of
the 2003 Iraq war hanging over them,

have increased their involvement in the
campaign with each passing day. An
extra 130 US military advisers, com-
prising special forces and marines,
arrived yesterday inArbil, the capital of
semi-autonomous IraqiKurdistan. The
small group of SAS liaison officers are
also believed to be in the city.
The arrival of the 130 advisers brings

to more than 1,000 the number of
Americanmilitarypersonnel in Iraq in-
volved in advising the Iraqi and Kurd-
ish forcesandprotecting theUSembas-
sy in Baghdad and other US facilities.
Mr Obama has vowed never to send

ground troops back into Iraq, but the
conditions for the refugees in the Sinjar

mountains are deteriorating so
rapidly that the United Nations
believes that the only answer is to
launch an international rescue.
The first steps towards US

intervention have been taken.
Since Mr Obama authorised
airstrikes last Thursday, the
US Navy and Air Force have
carried out nearly 20 precision
attacks on Isis fighters and
guns around Arbil, which
seems to be the militants’ next
target for their declared
Islamic caliphate.
David Aaronovitch, page17
Yazidi plea to Kurds, pages 24, 25

ABritish rapper
fighting in Syria
was pictured

yesterday clutching the
severed head of an
opponent (David Brown
writes).
Abdel-Majed Abdel

Bary, 23, posted a
photograph on Twitter
with the caption “Chilllin’
with my homie or what’s
left of him”. The son of a

suspected al-Qaeda
terrorist, Bary left his
family’s £1 million
council home in Maida
Vale, west London, last
year to join Isis, the
militant group also known
as Islamic State.
He warned in June that

the conflict would come to
the West, writing: “The
lions are coming for you
filthy kuffs [infidels] . . .
beheadings in your own
backyard soon.”
British men and women

fighting with Islamic
State forces have boasted
about killing and
mutilating opponents

and carrying out
bombings.
Bary was pictured with

the severed head in the
central square in Raqqa in
northeast Syria. He also
posted a photograph of
other severed heads
displayed on railings in the
square with the caption:
“It’s beautiful when you
see Allah’s law’s
implemented”.
A boy aged seven who is

the son of an Australian
jihadist was pictured in
the same square holding a
different severed head
earlier this week.
Bary, an aspiring rapper

whose music was played
on BBC Radio 1, is
reported to have become
increasingly radical after
associating with men
linked to the radical
London preacher
Anjem Choudary.
His father, Adel Abdul

Bary, an Egyptian
refugee, was extradited
from Britain to the US
in 2012 on terrorism
charges following an
eight-year legal battle.
He is accused of

involvement in the
bombings of US embassies
in East Africa in 1998 and
is awaiting trial.

Briton seen
holding up
severed head

LONDON MEDIA / TWITTER
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P
aintings at the
National
Gallery are at
risk of serious
damage under

new rules that allow
visitors to take photos,
according to attendants
(Jack Malvern writes).
Two members of the

security staff, who asked
not to be identified, said
that visitors frequently
used flash photography
and often leant back
towards paintings while
taking selfies on their
mobile phones.
They fear that the

situation will be
exacerbated under the
gallery’s plans to
privatise its security,
starting with the
temporary Rembrandt
exhibition in October.
The gallery, which has

introduced wireless
internet in the building,
said that it was allowing
visitors to photograph its
permanent collection
because “it will become
increasingly difficult for
our gallery assistants to
be able to distinguish
between devices being
used for engagement
with the collection or
those being used for
photography”.
Staff insisted that they

had no problem telling
the difference but that
they now found it much
harder to prevent flash
photography, which is
still prohibited.
At lunchtime

yesterday tourists were
using flashes every
ten minutes while taking
pictures of the Arnolfini
Portrait. Others were
turning their backs to
the painting and moving
towards it so they could
take selfies.
One attendant who sat

near the Arnolfini
portrait yesterday said
that the new rule had
led to queues of amateur
photographers forming
in front of the painting.
“It’s a nightmare,” he

said. “You have people
taking photos all the
time —selfies, pictures
of their kids, everything.
Some of the staff are
seething about it,
because they want to go
up to them and stop
them and they’re not
allowed. People do take
pictures with flashes and
you can’t stop them
because by the time the
flash goes off it’s too
late. .”
Another guard who

contacted The Times
said that staff had

objected to the changes
but were ignored.
“We are appalled by

the way that it has been
turned into Thorpe
Park,” the source said.
The gallery’s board of

trustees declared last
November that they
were opposed to
contracting out security
work. Minutes from the
meeting stated: “There
is a strong sense from
the executive that the
quality of our [visitor
services and security]
team is best served by

establishing a well-
trained and committed
workforce in house.”
The gallery, whose

director, Nicholas
Penny, is to retire next
year, has since reversed
its position. It will use
guards from CIS, a
private security
company whose staff
have no experience of
guarding art, to patrol
the Sainsbury Wing
during the Rembrandt
exhibition. Job
advertisements placed
by CIS state that guards

will need to “provide
visitors with advice,
guidance and
information”.
Richard Simcox, of

the PCS union, which
represents gallery
attendants, said that CIS
recruits would lack the
existing guards’
expertise. “If you want
to know about
Rembrandt’s brushwork
then you could be asking
a person whose previous
job was guarding an
empty building or
looking at a bank of
CCTV screens,” he said.
The gallery then

hopes to transfer all
400 of its staff who deal
with visitors to a private
company. It said that it
was motivated by falling
government funding and
the need to raise money
from commercial
activity.
One guard said that

“morale is as low as it
can be” because of the
proposed changes. He
cited an incident last
month when guards
successfully caught a
vandal who had drawn a
moustache on a
15th-century painting.
“Previously, if you’d
stopped an attack, you’d
get a letter on headed
paper from the gallery
director thanking you,”
the source said. “This
time they got a 70p
postcard from the
gallery shop from
Nicholas Penny saying:
‘Thanks, Nick’.”

Gallery’s treasures
under threat from
the selfie brigade

Stagnant wages delay rise in interest rates
Kathryn Hopkins, Alex Ralph

An interest rate rise before the end of
the year appears to be off the table after
the Bank of England slashed its wage-
growth forecasts despite a generally
positive outlook for the UK economy.
Unveiling its quarterly Inflation Re-

port health check yesterday of Britain’s
economy, the central bank said it now
expects the economy to grow by 3.5 per
cent this year compared with a 3.4 per
cent forecast in May, as the recovery
gathers momentum. Inflation will be a
touch below its target of 2 per cent by
the end of the year.
However, the prospects of an early

rate rise from the record low of 0.5 per
cent were dampened, with the Bank
halving its estimate for wages growth

thisyear from2.5percent to just 1.25per
cent. Mark Carney, the governor, said:
“Pay growth has been remarkably
weak, even as unemployment has fall-
en rapidly.”
His comments sent sterling tumbling

to a ten-week lowof $1.6722 and caused
markets to push back their expecta-
tions for the first rate rise fromNovem-
ber to February.
The Bank’s report followed data re-

leased yesterday by the Office for
National Statistics showing that, in-
cluding bonuses, pay growth slid by 0.2
per cent over the past year. This is the
first time ithasdipped intonegative ter-
ritory since the depths of the downturn
five years ago.
ChrisWilliamson, chief economist at

Markit, said theBank’s report “revealed

a brighter outlook for unemployment
and a modest upward revision to the
paceof economicgrowth.However, the
latter was driven by the Bank taking a
knife to its outlook for wages. Such
weak pay growth adds to the sense that
any first rate rise will be delayed until
early next year.”
The number of people out of work

was down by 132,000 in the three
months to June to 2.08 million. This
pushed the unemployment rate down
to 6.4 per cent, according to the ONS,
the lowest level since the end of 2008.
The number of people in work also

continued to rise, with 820,000 more
people employed compared with 12
months ago. This pushed the total up to
30.6 million. There was also an im-
provement for those aged between 16

and 24, with unemployment falling by
102,000 in the three months to June to
767,000, further away from the signifi-
cant one million threshold. This was
the largest quarterly drop in youth un-
employment since comparable records
began in 1992.
Elizabeth Martins, an economist at

HSBC, said: “While [the Bank’s] Mone-
tary Policy Committee members may
have a wide range of views, on balance
they are still willing to place most em-
phasis on weaker indicators, such as
wage growth. In light of this, we still
think the Bank rate will not rise this
year.”
At the Inflation Report press confer-

ence,MrCarney reiteratedhismessage
that any rise in interest rates from the
historic low of 0.5 per cent would be

gradual and “probably to a levelmateri-
ally below its historic average” but trig-
gered some concerns when he added
that it was not set in stone. The Bank
forecasts rates to be 3 per cent in 2017.
“The committee’s guidance remains

unchanged: increases in the Bank rate,
when they come, are likely to be gradu-
al and limited.While that is an expecta-
tion not a promise, its clarity is helping
businesses to plan, invest and hire,” he
said.
Earlier this year, Mr Carney was ac-

cused of acting like an “unreliable boy-
friend” by one MP who was frustrated
at the Canadian’s conflicting messages
as to when households and businesses
should expect the first rate rise.
Leading article, page 20
Business, page 40

Viewers to decide fate of Somme soldiers at the touch of a button
Viewers will be able to take control of
life and death decisions in an inter-
active episode of a BBC drama series,
with their choices changing the plot.
Tonight’s episode of Our World War

will allow the audience to “face moral
dilemmas and tricky tactical decisions”
as they lead the 1st South Staffordshire
Battalion at the Somme.
A mixture of live action and anima-

tion has been employed to tell the story
of men fighting to take control of the
strategically significant HighWood on
July 14, 1916, during theBattle ofBazen-
tinRidge, the secondphaseof theBattle
of the Somme. The programme will
launch online for tablets and desktop

users at the same time the second
episode of the three-part series is
screened on BBC Three.
The episode has been based on real

life accounts from soldiers of the time,
and users will be able to control the
choices that Corporal Arthur Foulkes
has to make during the mission, with
on-screen buttons appearing when a
major decision is needed.
The BBC said viewers will learn the

short-term and long-term consequen-
ces, while seeing how a soldier of the
time would have most likely reacted.
Adrian VanKlaveren, the BBC’s con-

troller for the FirstWorldWar centena-
ry, said: “The BBC’s World One season

is aiming to help people have a better
understanding of the First World War.
Part of that is trying to imagine what it
must have felt like to be thrust into
combat— literally fighting for your life
and that of your fellow men.
“Based on a real battle, this inter-

active episode of Our World War gives
younger audiences the opportunity to
understand how strategic decisions
made in the heat of battle really did
mean the difference between life and
death,” he added.
The episode was commissioned as

partof theBBC’sdigital learningstrand,
iWonder, which has created other
guides looking at various aspects of the

war, including how it inspired JRR
Tolkien’s Lord Of The Rings series and
how a quarter of a million under-age
soldiers were among the British forces.
Chris Sizemore, executive editor of

BBC iWonder, said: “We commissioned
this interactive episode becausewe saw
a unique opportunity to reach younger
audiences with an innovation that
turns viewers into participants.
“Can people today gain a greater

degree of empathy for the soldiers of
World War One by stepping into their
shoes? We’re really looking forward to
hearing what our audiences think of
this highly immersive experiential
drama.”

Online today

Interactive
A controversial
contractor

On tablet and at
thetimes.co.uk/arts
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The interactive episode of Our World
War tells of the battle for High Wood
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Heads call for overhaul of appeals
system to stop pupils losing out
Thehead teachers of leading independ-
ent schools want an overhaul of the
exam appeals process because they say
that some teenagers are being unfairly
denied the grades they deserve.
More appeals are expected this year

because of the scrapping of mid-year
resits in A levels and GCSEs. An
inquiry last year rated 6 per cent of
examiners marking the exams as
inadequate, and almost 25 per cent as
only satisfactory.
RichardHarman, the incomingchair-

man of HMC, the Headmasters’ and
Headmistresses’ Conference, which
speaks for 250 leading independent
schools, said that recent and forthcom-
ing changes to exams would exacerbate
the situation. Schools are concerned

about inconsistency between exam
boards, and the marking of some sub-
jects more harshly than others, he said.
Headded: “We’reenteringaperiodof

unnecessarily rapid and widescale
change. We’ve had a warning that this
year results will be subject to more
turbulence — that’s all very well if
you’re flying and will get to your desti-
nation in the end, but it’s not good
enough for individual candidates.
“We’ve engaged with Ofqual [the

exams regulator], which has a difficult
job to do . . . but we need to make sure
the watchdog is being properly held to
account and that justice is done for
pupils.”
He called for mechanisms to ensure

that there was comparability between
subjects and across exam boards, and
voiced concern about modern langua-
ges, saying that it was much harder to

get an A* in languages than other A
levels.
Glenys Stacey, the head of Ofqual,

has acknowledged the discrepancy and
said the regulator would hold a review.
Mr Harman, the headmaster of

Uppingham School in Rutland, wel-
comed this but said it would be too late
for this year’s candidates. “At the
moment, an appeal against results is
often a technicalmatter, not a reviewof
that candidate’s papers,” he said.
“It’s more about whether boxes have

been ticked. There is no question of
whether the examiner’s judgment was
wrong, and I’d like to see a review of
that. If an appeal needs to be made and
a school can show this is well out of line
with theexpectationsandpreviousper-
formance of the candidate . . . then the
appeal should be more qualitative and
look at whether the marking was fair.”

Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

Continued from page 1
Newcastle University, includingmaths,
mechanical engineering, chemistry,
English, history and politics. The Uni-
versity of Birminghamhas vacancies in
all but 17 of its degree programmes.
Mike Boxall, a higher education

expert at the PA Consulting Group,
said: “Although students should not be

treated as customers in the narrow
sense, clearing is rapidly changing from
a scramble for those who didn’t make
their preferredoffer to somethingmore
akin to the football transfer windows.
“Students are now using clearing to

trade up anduniversities are looking to,
in effect, poach people who are holding
offers from elsewhere.”

Wendy Piatt, director of the Russell
Group, said: “Some Russell Group uni-
versities may still have places available
in some subjects for students who have
done better than expected. There may
also be places available for highly
qualified students who have narrowly
missed out on their first choice.”
Nicola Dandridge, chief executive of

Universities UK, said: “For qualified
applicants without a university place
there will still be a good chance to look
for another suitable course from awide
range of universities via clearing.
We must get away from the idea that
clearing is a ‘second-best option’. Last
year, a record 57,000 students found a
place via the clearing route.”
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Paul Kohler in pictures from his university website and the Metropolitan police

Traveller site
‘drives retired
company boss
to kill wife’
A retiredmanaging director is believed
to have shot his terminally ill wife dead
at their cottage before turning his
shotgun on himself.
Police were yesterday investigating

the deaths of John Knott, 71, and Eliza-
beth Knott, 70, in the village of Pow
Green near the town of Ledbury in
Herefordshire. Officers found a weap-
on, for which Mr Knott held a licence,
when they went to the cottage after
family members voiced concerns.
Neighbours said thatMrsKnott, also

known as Anne, was in the latter stages
of Alzheimer’s disease, while Mr Knott
was said to have been “driven to de-
spair”byplans fora second traveller site
in the remote area.
Mr Knott was a director of a con-

struction company, Ashford Construc-
tion, in Birmingham until his retire-
ment almost a decade ago.
The Rev Nicky Seabright, of the

nearby village of Bosbury, said: “The
community in Bosbury are deeply
shocked by the death of this couple as
they were well known locally, not least
as plant growers and supporters of
many events in the village.
“We do know that Anne was suffer-

ing from a progressive illness which
must have been challenging for them
both. We are obviously really sorry
and full of sadness aboutwhat has
happened and the family are
very much in our prayers.”
A neighbour, who did not

want to be named, described
them as a devoted and friendly
couple who had a supportive
family.
“The gypsies down the

road had troubled John for some time.
Elizabeth had Alzheimer’s and she was
quite ill.”
Another said that Mr Knott’s wife’s

health was “fading” and he was con-
cerned about the plans for another
traveller site.
“Perhaps the combination proved

too much. The last time I saw him he
said hewas under a lot of stress.He said
he was worried about the possible
impact the [site] would have on them
because they have to drive past their
house to get there and also hewas wor-
ried about how hewas going to care for
his wife.”
In 2012, Herefordshire council

approved plans for a traveller site, ac-
commodating two families, 200 yards
from Mr Knott’s home. Two caravans
and a day room were built on the
Oakfield, Nash End Lane, site.
It is also considering plans for a

second site, about 300 yards away,
including one static mobile home, two
caravans, three car parking spaces and
a toilet block. The plans also include an
application to build an access road
through the existing field and a septic
tank.
A former colleague of Mr Knott said

last night: “John and Elizabeth never
planned to move again after coming to
[Pow Green] but within two years they
faced being virtually surrounded by

traveller sites. It drove him to
despair.

“It was a sad situation but you
can see how he must have felt
under siege and his wife’s failing
healthmay have pushed him over
the edge.”

Detective Sergeant Tim
Powell, of West Mer-

cia police, said: “At
this stageofour in-
vestigation there
is no evidence of

any thirdparty involvementandwecan
confirm we are not looking for anyone
else in connection with the shootings.
Our thoughtsandcondolencesarewith
the family at this time.
“We would like to speak to anyone

who saw Anne and John Knott prior to
Monday. At present, the last confirmed
sighting was around midday on Satur-
day and if anybody has had contact
with them in recent days, we urge them
to come forward.”
Six weeks before the couple’s deaths,

MrKnott wrote a letter to the planning

inspector atHerefordshire council beg-
ging them not to allow the larger camp
to go ahead.
He wrote: “There are at least eight

settled [gypsy] families within a one-
mile radius of the proposed site, the
area cannot sustain any more.”
He also expressed concerns that his

and neighbouring properties could be
flooded if the plans for the camp were
approved.
He added: “There is absolutely no

place for a caravan site in this area.
Clearly if the drainage were to be as set

out in the proposed plans then grey
water and effluent would be flowing in-
to the surrounding properties, into the
natural drainage routes and into the
ponds in the woods which are home to
many breeds of wildlife and must be
preserved.
“This is dangerous to human health

and to the surrounding nature that has
to date flourished in this area.”
Mr Knott also said that he was wor-

ried about the possibility that the site
would be used bymore travellers in the
future.

Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent

Lecturer almost blinded in doorstep attack ‘was the wrong man’

A university lecturer may have lost his
sight in a ferocious attack when he
opened his front door and was con-
fronted by a gang of burglars.
PaulKohler’swife toldyesterdayhow

he fought for five minutes with four
masked men who demandedmoney as
they attacked him.
The beating, carried out by three of

themenwhile the fourth held downMr
Kohler’s wife, Samantha, was so brutal
that he requires facial reconstructive
surgery. Police said the suspects had
mistakenly believed that cash was
being kept at the £2 million home in
Wimbledon, south London.
Detective Inspector Dan O’Sullivan,

of theMetropolitanPoliceForce’sburg-
lary squad, said yesterday that Mr
Kohler, 55, is unable to see and there
was a chance that he could permanent-
ly lose his vision, but that doctors had

been unable to operate because the
swelling aroundhis eyeswas so bad.He
said the quicker they could operate,
“the more chance they have got of sav-
ing his eyes”.
Mrs Kohler, 50, who was made to

cover her face and lie on the floor dur-
ing the attack, said the gang were
smartlydressedbutwearingbalaclavas.
“He was so brave, I think that’s really
important tonote.He fought threemen
off as they attacked him for five whole
minutes. All the time they were asking
for money.”
MrKohler’s daughter, Eloise,wasup-

stairs with her boyfriend. They locked
themselves into a bedroom and called
police, who arrived while one of the
men continued to beatMr Kohler, who
isCambridge-educated and theheadof
law at the School of Oriental and Afri-
can Studies.
Aswell as sufferingmultiple facial in-

juries, he suffered bruising to his body.

Mobilephoneswere stolen fromthead-
dress. Two Polish men have been ar-
rested. One, Mariusz Tomaszewski, 32,
has appeared at Wimbledon Magis-
trates’ Court charged with grievous
bodily harm and aggravated burglary

and was remanded in custody. Mr
O’Sullivan said policewere seeking two
more men in connection with the inci-
dent and that they are believed to have
used a silver, two-door, cabriolet Volks-
wagenwhichhadbeen seen in theMer-

ton area of south London. He appealed
for anyone with information to come
forward.
Marcus Kohler, the academic’s

brother, said: “It’s the brutality and sav-
ageryof it thatweare strugglingwith. It
was completely unpredictable, they
knocked on the door and came in at-
tacking him, all the time shouting for
money. They came here asking for
money but Paul doesn’t have any
money.
“What is worrying us is the brutality

they attacked him with, shouting for
money and not giving him a chance to
answer. Our best bet is that it’s a case of
mistaken identity and they got the
wrong house.”
Mr O’Sullivan said that there had

been no similar attacks in the area. He
added that it had been a pre-planned,
targeted attack on the incorrect suppo-
sition that there was money in the
house.

Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent
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John Knott: his wife Anne
was suffering with latter
stages of Alzheimer’s
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Depression linked
to protein that
fights off coughs
Children with high levels of a protein
that is released in response to coughs,
colds and stomach bugs are at greater
risk of developing depression and
other mental disorders in adulthood,
scientists have found.
The study suggests that rather than

being a purely psychological illness,
depression is partly explained by an
overactive immune system causing
damaging proteins to flood the brain.
Golam Khandaker, a psychiatrist

who led the work at the University of
Cambridge, said: “Our immune system
acts like a thermostat, turned down low
most of the time but cranked up when
we have an infection.
In some people, the thermostat is al-

ways set slightly higher, behaving as if
they have a persistent low level infec-
tion, and these people appear to be at a
higher risk of developing depression
and psychosis.”
The findings could explain recent

trial results suggesting that peoplewith
depressionwho takeanti-inflammatory
drugs such as aspirin alongside con-
ventional anti-depressants appear to
recover more quickly. It could also
providenewwaysof screening for those
at greatest risk of mental illness in the
future.
The idea that certain mental disor-

ders are rooted in the immune system
has been gaining ground since scien-
tists showed that those with depression
tend to have high levels of an immune
protein called interleukin-6 (IL-6) in
their blood. It was not clear whether
this was linked to lifestyle factors
such as poor diet and lack of exercise

or whether it was the initial trigger.
In the latest study, published today in

the medical journal JAMA Psychiatry,
scientists took blood samples from
4,500 children and analysed them for
levels of IL-6. Levels of the protein
shoot up when we are carrying an in-
fection but the background levels give
an overall indicator of the sensitivity of
aperson’s immunesystem.Thechildren
were followed up at the age of 18
and asked whether they had suffered
from depression or had a psychotic
disorder. Those with high levels of
IL-6 at the age of nine were more than
50 per cent more likely to have had
depression by the age of 18 and more
than twice as likely to have suffered
from a psychotic disorder, such as
schizophrenia.
The study excluded children who

were ill at the time of testing and there
was no suggestion that simply suffering
more childhood illnesses could lead to
mental disorders later in life.
From an evolutionary perspective,

feeling “down” means we conserve our
energy, giving our body time to recover,
and in the past would have kept us out
of the way of predators.
“Every one of us can remember

having flu and not wanting to get out of
bed, feeling flat and unmotivated,” said
Dr Khandaker. “The problem begins
when, in a fraction of people, this
response becomes out of control.”
The findings could also help explain

how childhood adversity such as low
birthweight, serious illness or abuse —
all factors that are known to affect the
immunesystem—could lead togreater
vulnerability to depression and mental
illness later in life.

Hannah Devlin Science Editor

Being overweight raises
cancer risk by up to 60%

Going from a normal weight to being
classified as overweight increases the
risk of developing some common can-
cers by up to 60 per cent, a major study
has found.
The research, involving the health

records ofmore than fivemillion adults
in the UK, found that weight was a risk
factor for ten common cancers.
Each additional five BMI (bodymass

index) points increased the risk of
cancer of the gall bladder by 31 per cent,
of the kidney by 25 per cent and of the
uterusby62per cent.The research sug-
gests that more than 12,000 cases of
cancer each year are caused by people
having a high BMI.
Peter Campbell, of the American

Cancer Society, said that the findings
supported strengthening public health
policies, including introducing taxes on
high-calorie foods and taking into ac-
count the need for spaces to exercise in
urban planning.
“We have sufficient evidence that

obesity is an important cause of unnec-
essary suffering and death from many
forms of cancer,” he said. “More re-
search is not needed to justify, or even
demand, policy changes aimed at curb-
ing overweight and obesity.”
The study, which is the biggest of its

kind, tracked more than five million
adults in the UK for an average of 7½
years, during which 166,000 of the par-

ticipants developed one of 22 cancers
being studied.
The study, led by Krishnan Bhaska-

ran, an epidemiologist at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medi-
cine, found that 41 per cent of cases of
uterine cancer were attributable to
being overweight. Almost 3,000 cases
of colon cancer and 2,000 cases of
breast cancerayearare causedbybeing
overweight or obese.
Dr Bhaskaran added that while the

findings highlight the importance of
BMI as a risk factor, they cannot ex-
plain why any particular person has
been affected by the disease. “For any
particular case of cancer, we can’t say
what caused it because there are many
interplaying factors such as genetic risk
and environmental factors,” he said.
It is projected that by 2030, almost 40

per cent of people in Britain will be
obese, up from 25 per cent today. The
researchers estimate that a one-point
rise in average BMI will result in an
extra 3,790 cases of cancer a year.
6 Sales of aspirin havemore than treb-
led in a week after research suggested
that daily doses could prevent tens of
thousands of deaths from cancer.
Superdrug said that its sales had risen
by 229 per cent week on week across
the country, with a rise of more than
400 per cent in London. Somemedical
academics warned that more work
needed tobedoneon the consequences
of taking aspirin every day.

Vicky Forster

Costly classic Jaguar today unveils a revived E-Type race car costing £1 million. Only 12 of the 18 planned cars were built in
the 1960s; Jaguar has decided to make the last six, The cars, which are not road legal, have been hand-crafted in Coventry

SWNS
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Jewish groups
fear race hatred
as violence and
abuse increase
The number of antisemitic attacks on
British Jews has reached the highest
level for five years.
The Community Security Trust, a

charity that records such incidents, said
that there were more than 200 attacks
on individuals andproperty lastmonth.
The level of attackshas remainedabout
the same in August.
Jewish groups are concerned that

legitimate protests against Israel are
being used by extremists to target
people because of their race.
Protests have escalated with cam-

paigners boycotting supermarkets that
sell products from Israel.
The number of antisemitic attacks is

the second highest since records began
in 1984, with the worst being during a

conflict between Israel and Gaza in
January 2009.
The Community Security Trust

recorded 304 antisemitic incidents
between January and June, a 36 per
cent increase on the same period
last year. Incidents include physical
attacks, verbal abuse and vandalism
at synagogues and Jewish-owned
businesses.
The incidents include a Jewish boy

being hit on the head by a stone thrown
by a woman wearing a niqab in north
London, a brick being thrown through
the window of a Belfast synagogue and
demonstrators telling a Jewish woman
and her children to “burn in hell” in
central London.
Mark Gardener, a spokesman for the

trust, said: “They come randomly at
Jews and Jewish locations throughout
the country. Many appear to be perpe-

trated byMuslim youth and adults, but
by no means all.”
The Muslim Council of Britain has

said that Jews and Muslims have
good relations and conflicts abroad
must not “cause relations to break here
in the UK”.
The number of antisemitic incidents

normally increases during conflicts in-
volving Israel and then returns to nor-
malbut this time the levelhas remained
high. A spokesman for the trust said
that the growth in antisemitism on
socialmedia, including support forHit-
ler and the Nazis and a spate of violent
attacks on Jews in western Europe, had
increased the fears in Britain.
Although it did not regard boycotts

as antisemitic, many Jews felt they
created an atmosphere of hostility
against the Jewish community, he said.
Tesco has reported anti-Israel dem-

onstrations at 20 stores. Campaigners
have denied that Tesco is being target-
ed because it was founded by a Jew.
George Galloway, the Respect MP,

thisweekgavehisbacking to the“Target
Tesco” campaign. He wrote on Twitter:
“BoycottTesco, there’sbloodontheiror-
anges. All please target Tesco. Don’t use
it. Picket it. Send back your cards”.
Pro-Palestinian activists claimed

that they had forced the closure of four
Sainsbury’s branches in London,
Brighton and Birmingham when they
were “invaded” at the weekend. The
supermarket said that two of its stores
were closed.
A Sainsbury’s spokesman said: “We

have approved suppliers in both Pales-
tine and Israel. We are a non-political
organisation and source our ownbrand
products according to the ability of the
producer tomeetourquality, safetyand
ethical standards.”
6A Liberal Democrat MP who sug-
gested he would fire rockets into Israel
fromGaza has escaped sanction.David
Ward, MP for Bradford East, initially
apologised after he was accused of in-
citing violencewith a post onTwitter in
which he said: “The big question is: if I
lived in Gaza would I fire a rocket?
Probably yes.”DonFoster, the LibDem
chief whip, did not believe the com-
ments were “in any way antisemitic” or
motivated by antisemitic intentions.”
Bomb disposal team killed, page 29

David Brown

Plaque honouring Israeli statesman removed after vandalism
A plaque marking the birthplace of a
former Israeli president has been
removed fromabuilding inBelfast after
a series of attacks.
Chaim Herzog, who was president

between 1983 and 1993, was born in
Cliftonpark Avenue in the city in 1918.
The blue plaque, which was erected in
1998, has been taken down after items
were thrown at it and the house where
it hangs and anti-Israeli graffiti was
scrawled on walls.
Mr Herzog’s son Isaac, the leader of

theopposition in the Israeli parliament,
told theBBC: “This is sad.Thehistoryof
my family has been intertwined with
the history of Irish independence and

the story of Belfast itself, which is a city
which I admire and adore.”
The Ulster History Circle said the

community group that occu-
pies the house asked for the
plaque to be removed. A
spokesman said: “The
circle understands the
plaque has been the
subject of unwel-
come attention re-
cently, and with re-
gard for the safety of
the building and its
occupants, it has been
removed.”
The house is on the

border between nationalist
and loyalist areas.

Brian Kingston, a Democratic Un-
ionist councillor, said: “This is a

shocking indication of the level
of tension and antisemi-

tism in parts of Belfast.
It is disgraceful that
this item of Belfast
history has been
repeatedly
targeted due to
its connection
with Israel. This
should serve as a

wake-up call for the public to the dan-
gerous level of intoleranceand theanti-
Israeli mentality, which some are en-
couraging.”
Mr Kingston called for the local

authority to cancel a talk due to be held
by George Galloway, the Respect MP,
in the publicly owned Ulster Hall this
month. West Yorkshire police were in-
vestigating the Bradford MP’s recent
comments urging the Yorkshire city to
become “an Israel-free zone” and to
reject all Israeli goods, services,
academics and tourists.
Mr Kingston said: “We have grave

concerns about the council providing a
venue for this speaker at this time of
heightened tension and believe that it
would be irresponsible to do so.”

A Belfast City Council spokesman
said that legal advice was being sought.
MrGalloway told the BBC that there

was a commercial contract with the
UlsterHall, which had been signed and
sealed and would be delivered, except
on terms of very severe compensation.
“A great deal of money has already
been spent. The tickets are going like
hot cakes, so a great deal of income
would be lost and that would be a very
bad deal for the taxpayers in Belfast.”
InNorthern Ireland,manyUnionists

tend to back Israel’s right to defend
itself against rockets and attacks from
Gaza, while nationalists broadly
opposed last month’s invasion,
highlighting the human cost.
Leading article, page 20

Joan Rivers
faces boycott
over Gaza
comments
Tom Knowles

David Brown

Thousands of people have signed a
petition calling for a boycott of Joan
Rivers’ forthcoming comedy tour in
Britain. The calls for the American
comedian’s shows to be cancelled came
after she said that Palestinians killed in
the Gaza conflict “deserve to be dead”.
The online petition, which yesterday

had gathered more than 9,000 signa-
tures, was created by Dipu Ahad, a
Labour councillor from Newcastle
upon Tyne, who said that Rivers was
“not welcome” in Britain.
“What she said was disgraceful and I

am absolutely outraged. She is not wel-
come in our towns and cities with her
bigoted views. If she doesn’t apologise,
there will be serious repercussions. We
are not taking this lightly,” he said.
Word spread on social media with

George Galloway among those tweet-
ing support for the petition.
Mr Ahad said that there were plans

to protest outside “each and every ven-
ue” if the tour, which is scheduled for
October, goes ahead. He said that he
had called all 13 venues to let them
know about the petition and ask that
they cancel her show.
Rivers, 81,who is thedaughterofRus-

sian-Jewish immigrants, is due to per-
form at some of the UK’s biggest and
most prestigious locations, including
the Royal Albert Hall in London and
Glasgow’s Royal Concert Hall.
She provoked an angry backlash last

week after a video circulated online of
her telling a a journalist from the web-
site TMZ, who spoke to her about the
number of Palestinians killed in Gaza:
“When you declare war, you declare
war. They started it. We now don’t
count who’s dead. You’re dead. You de-
serve to be dead. You started it. You
started it. Don’t you dare make me feel
sad about that.”
MrAhadsaidhehadwas left shocked

and angry when he saw the video. “My
wife and I were fans of hers and found
her quite funny. But this is disrespectful
to thedead. It doesn’tmatterwhich side
you are on. You can’t say that just
because you’re a comedian.”
Rivers has since said her comments

were taken out of context, but refused
to apologise. The comedian said in a
statement: “What I said and stand
behind is, war is hell and unfortunately
civilians are victims of political con-
flicts.” She added: “Along with every
other sane person in this world, I am
praying for peace.”
More than 1,900 Palestinians have

died in the month-long conflict.
Joan Rivers is facing calls for her tour of Britain in October to be cancelled after
her remarks about Palestinian casualties in Gaza caused uproar on social media

GVK / BAUER-GRIFFIN / GC IMAGES

A community
group asked for
the plaque to be
removed from its
building in Belfast

Protesters block the entrance to a
London supermarket last week
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Wife too young
for a smear test
dies of cancer
Fariha Karim

A woman who was denied a smear test
because she was too young died of
cervical cancer a few months after her
wedding.
DawnWestonwas 24 when she went

to doctorswith crippling back pain. She
was not given a smear test because she
was below the minimum age of 25. A
month later she returned to the doctor
and was given the test, which revealed
abnormal results.
By the time her cancer was diag-

nosed, treatment proved unsuccessful.
Although shewas initially given the all-
clear, a scan three months later

revealed that the cancer was still in her
abdomen. Mrs Weston, of Eastbourne,
East Sussex, started intense chemo-
therapy, but was told last December
that her cancer was incurable and she
had only months to live.
She and her fiancé, Daniel Weston,

decided to marry within five weeks so
that she could have the wedding she
had dreamt of.
She died inMay, at the age of 26. Her

family arepetitioning to change the law
so that women under 25 can have
routine smear tests.
MrWeston, 28, said: “Before she was

diagnosed, Dawnwas crying shewas in

so much pain. It was one of Dawn’s
dyingwishes thatwe try andget the age
limit lowered to help other young
women.Shewantedsomethingpositive
to come out of her terminal diagnosis.”
Cervical screening tests are offered

by the NHS to all women aged 25-64
every three to five years.
Cervical cancer is the most common

cancer in women under 35 in the UK.
Although two thirds ofwomenwith the
disease survive for five years or more,
survival is higher in women whose
cancer is diagnosed when they are at a
younger age.
Women under 40 have survival rates

of almost 90 per cent, Cancer Research
UK said.
Mr Weston said: “When Dawn [had]

crippling back pain in 2013, she went to
the doctors, but shewas never offered a
smear test as at 24 she was too young.
“It took weeks before she had one

and by then it was too late.
“Dawn wanted to get married before

chemotherapy so she could keep her
hair. We had five weeks to plan the
wedding but we recruited our mothers,
who sorted it all for us. I
“t was a perfect day, I am so thankful

I was able to fulfil Dawn’s last wish of
becoming my wife.”
After she was told the cancer had

gone, the couple took a holiday in
Majorca, then Mrs Weston went back
to work as a hairdresser.
Recalling visiting her in St Wilfrid’s

Hospice as her condition deteriorated,
Mr Weston said: “I would lie with her
and hold her hand. I came home one
day and found a letter for a routine
smear test. It was too little, too late.”
Mrs Weston’s family have already

raised £20,300 for the hospice.
Mr Watson said: “Dawn wished she

had a smear test earlier and even
though lowering the age wouldn’t help
her she was keen to help others. She
wantedus to tryandchange the lawand
that’s what we’ve been doing.”

US brought down Syria
internet, says Snowden
US government hackers caused
Syria’s internet to collapse in 2012
when they tried to install a
bugging device that could tap
into emails, it has been claimed
(James Dean writes).
Edward Snowden, the exiled

whistleblower who leaked details
of the National Security Agency’s
mass surveillance programme,
told the magazineWired that the
bugging attempt failed and that
an NSA intelligence officer joked:
“If we get caught, we can always
point the finger at Israel.”
The Syrian government blamed

rebel forces for the disruption at
the time. Mr Snowden says an
NSA official told him the agency
had tried to install a bug in the
system to monitor Syria’s internet
traffic. However, the operation
went wrong and instead brought
the country’s internet down.

Boy drowned in bath
A 21-month-old boy whose
favourite word was “bath”
drowned while his mother was
distracted by household chores,
an inquest in Burnley was told.
Paul Carter-Young, one of four

children, was playing with water
balloons in his bath as Kelly
Young, 36, of Rossendale,
Lancashire, was folding clothes in
an adjoining room, on April 10.
A short time later, one of the

other children ran in to say that
the toddler, nicknamed Dragon,
was having difficulties.
Verdict: accidental death.

Parkinson’s monitors
Sufferers of Parkinson’s disease
are to be equipped with “smart”
sensors to monitor its progression
in a study by the Michael J Fox
Foundation. The sensors are able
to take more than 300 readings
every second and the study will
collect measurements of tremor,
slowness of movement and sleep
quality. Todd Sherer, chief
executive of the foundation, said:
“Data science and wearable
computing hold the potential to
transform our ability to capture
and objectively measure patients’
actual experience of disease.”

BBC Glastonbury guest
A Labour MP who has opposed
cuts to the licence fee was invited
to Glastonbury by the BBC. The
corporation admitted inviting
Kevin Brennan and a guest to the
music festival after it was asked in
a freedom of information request
for the names of anyone it had
given free Glastonbury tickets or
passes to this year. Chris Burns,
BBC Radio’s head of group
operations, said that no corporate
hospitality had been provided. Mr
Brennan has previously tweeted
about attending music gigs, but
did not mention Glastonbury.

Hated on-hold music
James Blunt’s 2005 hit, You’re
Beautiful, has been voted as the
most annoying song to listen to
when left on hold, a study has
found. The list of the most hated
songs to hear while waiting to
speak with an operator, compiled
by the management service Face
for Business, also included Baby
by Justin Bieber, Gangnam Style
by Psy, and Symphony No 40 by
Mozart. It also found that one in
three people had hung up
because of a song being
repeatedly played to them
down the line.

M&S bra came to rescue on round-the-world voyage
It was supposed to be a brief sailing trip
to Spain aboard their trusty 35ft sail-
boat, Jane G. Sixteen years later, a
couple have described how it turned
into the voyage of a lifetime as they
crossed continents, dodged pirates and
bartered belongings to survive.
Clive and Jane Green returned to

Pembrokeshire last week after clocking
up 51,000 nautical miles, visiting 51
countries and living with tribes in the
South Pacific.
The couple set out on their Trident

Challenger 35 yacht in 1998 and “decid-

ed to give it a go”. Mr Green, 62, took
severance from his job with a utility
company to fund the start of their trip.
From Spain, they sailed to Cape

Verde and across the Atlantic to Barba-
dos before island-hopping through the
Caribbean and sailing up the east coast
of America for three days of shopping
and sightseeing.
After heading north to Canada they

came back down to the Panama Canal
and crossed the Pacific. Then it was up
through southeast Asia to India and
through the SuezCanal to theMediter-
ranean, where they have spent the past
couple of years. They also spent two

years in Australia and another 18
months in New Zealand.
MrsGreen,60, said: “Wewouldsail to

a place and then through word of
mouth from other sailors hear about
somewhere else to go on to.”
They survived on £130 a week, sup-

plemented by renting out their home in
Abergavenny. One one occasion, Mrs
Green swapped aMarks & Spencer bra
for a sack of fresh fruit and vegetables
on a small island off Fiji.
“The tribedidn’t speakanyEnglish so

itwas difficult to findoutwhatwe could
trade,” she said. “But one of the women
suddenly lifted upher jumper to expose

her bare breasts and I realised she
needed a bra. I gave her a spare one of
mine and we left with enough fruit and
veg to last us a month.”
In the waters off east Africa they

feared they were being followed by
Somali pirates, but it turnedout tobean
Eritrean fishing boat.
The couple, who do not have any

children, decided to return to spend
time with their elderly parents.
“We felt this is the time to come back

and reintegrate ourselves,” Mr Green
said. “It’s anongoingadventure, though
— we’re already planning our next
trip.” They are still living on the boat.

Fariha Karim

Overloaded internet could crash due to ageing machinery

Browsing the internet will become
harder in the coming months, as some
machinery thatmakesup thebackbone
of the web is becoming overloaded, an
expert has warned.
Some older internet routers, hard-

ware devices that direct internet traffic

around the world, are struggling to
copewith the rapid growth in the num-
ber of people going online.
These routers have a similar function

to domestic broadband routers, but are
built to handle millions of internet
connections at once.
Older versions of these routers were

built to copewithup to 524,288 connec-
tions at any given moment. However,

because of the rise in internet use, they
are now being overloaded.
A number of websites have reported

outages over the past few days. Many
British users of eBay were unable to
connect to the site on Tuesday.
Sebastian Anthony, of Extreme

Tech, said the outageswere “early rum-
blings of a much larger networking
earthquake that could causemajor out-

ages and disruptions across the global
internet.
“The internetmight be in for a rough

patch over the next few months,” he
said. “The good news is that internet
service providers are aware of the
problem. In many cases, routers are
beingproactively fixedbefore theystart
flapping around, thus major disrup-
tions are unlikely.”

James Dean
Technology Correspondent

“Too little, too late”: Daniel Watson
with his wife, Dawn, who died aged 26

ROBERT CANIS / SOLENT NEWS & PHOTO AGENCY

The sky at night Time-lapse photography shows the Swift-Tuttle comet over Kent
skies yesterday. Robert Canis took more than 300 shots between 1am and 3am
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Patients kept waiting as new doctors shun GP jobs

patrick kidd

Oliver Moody

More than half of GP surgeries have
failed in their attempts to hire new
doctors as the profession is threatened
by a severe staffing shortage, according
to a survey.
Doctors said that they faced a “time

bomb” as the strain on practices was
forcing many to turn patients away,
with waiting times for an appointment
running to severalweeks in someareas.
Asmoreandmoremedical graduates

shun GP surgeries for hospital special-
isms, 56.6 per cent of practices have
been unable to recruit new doctors, the
survey found.
The poll, conducted by the Royal

College of General Practitioners
(RCGP) and ITV’s Tonight programme,
found that 7 per cent of practices had
asked patients to leave because they
had lost GPs. Almost 10 per cent said
that they had closed patient lists.

Richard Vautrey, a GPand member
of theBritish Medical Association UK
Council, urged the government to stem
the brain drain and prop up the health
service’s first line of defence.
“This is a timebomb thatwill explode

very soon,” he says in the ITV report to
be broadcast tonight. “Young doctors
are looking at general practice, they’re
looking at the huge workload that
general practitioners have to copewith,
they’re looking at the negative media
stereotype that is often portrayed of
general practitioners and they are
choosing to work in hospitals or, in
increasing numbers, looking to go
abroad.”
St Martin’s Surgery in Knowle,

Bristol, was driven to leave the NHS
when two GPs found themselves look-
ing after 6,000 patients. The practice is
now threatened with closure next
month. Holly Hardy, one of the sur-
gery’s GPs, said that she and her

colleague had often beenworking until
midnight.
Maureen Baker, chairwoman of the

RCGP, said that she had never seen the
profession so “overwhelmed and de-
moralised” in three decades of practice.
In the surveyofmore than 1,000doc-

tors, 97 per cent said that they had
either already faced a budget cut or ex-
pected to face one in the near future.
More than half of theGPs polled said

that they had considered leaving the
profession in the next 12 months. Al-
most two thirds said that they would
advise young doctors not to go into
general practice.
The government has made £50 mil-

lion in funding available to GPs
pioneering projects such as web-based
appointments and video consultations,
but the RCGP said that at least 10,000
more GPs were needed if the system
was to be sustainable.
A department of health spokes-

woman said: “We know GPs are under
pressure, so we’ve cut GP targets by
more than a third to free up more time
with patients, are increasing trainees so
that GP numbers continue to grow
faster than the population and have
committed to train 10,000 more
primary and community health and
care staff by 2020.”
Fit To Practice? Tonight, ITV, 7.30pm
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Welsh enjoys
a wee joke
Despite his thick Scottish accent,
Irvine Welsh was once an East
Ender, working for Hackney
council in the 1980s. The novelist
returned to the area for a Book
Slam event onTuesday and sighed
about how gentrified it’s become.
Welsh, above, says he paid a

visit to his former local pub, where
braying types were taking part in
a quiz. During a break, he visited
the gents and overheard one say
to his friend in a plummy voice:
“What is the smallest organ in the
body? It’s got to be the appendix.”
To Welsh’s joy, a cockney at the
urinals next to them leant over,
looked down and replied: “Nah,
it’s your effin c**k, mate.”

Lauren Bacall died on Tuesday at
the Dakota building inManhattan,
where she lived for 50 years. She
had a fearsome reputation among
the staff. One doorman, on his first
day in the job, had his head bitten
off when he asked her where she
was going. Chastened, he inquired
how was he supposed to recognise
her. “The voice,” she purred.

glenda’s little sniper
Glenda Jackson barely talks
to her fellow Labour MPs
these days. “I’m an
anti-sociable socialist,” she
tells New Statesman.
Plenty of Tories are
keen to talk to her,
though, as a result of
the persistent sniping
at Ed Miliband by her
son, Dan Hodges, on
his blog. “They keep
saying ‘I do enjoy
what your son

writes’ ,” she says. Presumably she
gives one of her trademark scowls
in return. Not that Jackson is all
that impressed with the Dear
Leader. “You do wonder who’s
advising him sometimes,” she says.

The HuffingtonPost website ran a
story yesterday about how some of
the media were warned over their
“irresponsible” reporting of
Robin Williams’s death. Just as
well the site had taken down a
video it posted earlier giving the
graphic details it then criticised
others for running.

beware of the nigels
Patrick O’Flynn, a Ukip MEP and
NigelFarage’s former spokesman,
says he will stand for parliament in
Cambridge. He studied economics
there at King’s with David Laws,
the schools minister. They once
crossed a picket line outside the
union together to hear the South
African ambassador speak on
apartheid. Amusingly, O’Flynn
wrote in 2010 that they spent
much of their time trying to avoid
wealthy students called Nigel.

Cambridge could be a five-way
battle. Julian Huppert, a LibDem, is
the MP, with Labour and the Tories
coming neck and neck for second
place in 2010.The Greens are
expected to select RupertRead, a
philosophy academic who attacked
O’Flynn over immigration during
the European election. Since he
needs the left to split in order to slip
through the gap,O’Flynn may be
secretly wishing the Greens well.

let’s skip lunch
JulianAssange, the weirdo behind
WikiLeaks, left, has offered lunch
and a “laptop check-up” to the
winning bid on a charity
auction website in aid of Arms
around the Child (in an
embracing sense, not Hamas’s
weapons-siting strategy). After

two days, no one has
bid a bean. Maybe it’s
because lunch will not
be at a posh
restaurant but at the
Ecuadorean embassy,
his refuge from rape
allegations.

Failing surgeries face closure
under school-style rating plan

Failing GPservices will be forced to
close, a health watchdog has
announced. The Care Quality
Commission will give practices new
four-tier ratings similar to those
used in schools, ranging from
“outstanding” to “inadequate”, and
those that are persistently placed in
the lowest bracket will face being
shut down. Steve Field, the CQC’s
inspector of general practice, said:
“Where practices do not improve,
working with NHS England we will
call time on poor care.”
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Number of Eastern European
workers soars by 25% in a year
More Romanians and Bulgarians are
working in Britain than ever and the
number of workers from other parts of
eastern Europe has soared by more
than a quarter in a year.
Migrant workers from eight former

Soviet bloc states flocked to the UK in
the biggest numbers for seven years as
the economy improved, according to
official figures.
The increasing number of workers

was part of an influx of migrants from
the EU that the government is
powerless to halt because of EU free
movement rules.
Official figures show that workers

fromRomania and Bulgaria , whowere
given free access to all jobs from Janu-
ary, rose by 13,000 year on year to top
more than 150,000 for the first time.
There was an even more dramatic

increase in migrants from Poland,
Hungary, theCzechRepublic, Slovenia,
Slovakia, Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia
working in Britain. The number from
those countries, known as the A8, was
861,00 for three months to June this
year, up 26 per cent on the same period
last year.
It was the biggest jump since 2007

when migration from the eight coun-
tries was booming and highlights that
despite attempts to curb immigration,
Britain remains an attractive destina-
tion for EU migrants seeking work.
Sir Andrew Green, chairman of

MigrationWatchUK,whichcampaigns
for lower immigration, said: “This is the
sharpest increase inA8migration since
the boom year of 2007. The fact that it
has occurred despite measures to re-
strict benefits underlines the need for
Britain to renegotiate with the EU
about the terms of free movement.”
He added: “It is essential for the gov-

ernment now to renegotiate the free
movement of workers, particularly un-
skilled workers, from the EU. The
public simply will not accept continu-

ing large levels of migration that would
add tenmillion to our population in the
next 20 years.”
The success of theBritish economy is

encouraging chain migration from A8
countries as people learn of the oppor-
tunities, according to demographers.
Carlos Vargas-Silva, senior re-

searcher at theMigration Observatory
in Oxford, said: “This is the second
largest increase from the A8 countries
since they joined the EU in 2004. We
are back at the record levels of 2007.
“Oneof the thingsyouhave tounder-

stand is that migration works with net-
works. We have more Polish people
here, they go backhomeand tell people
about life in Britain and how to get jobs
and that means you are going to get
more migration.
“It is more than just information.We

have Polish supermarkets, Polish beer
and Polish food. It is easier for them to
come here andwork because they have
so many things that make life easier
than they had before.”
Earlier this year Artur Debski, a

Polish MP, came to Britain on a fact-
finding mission to see why it was so at-
tractive to young Poles. He highlighted
the £10,000 people could earn before
tax, child benefit, healthcare and edu-
cation as key factors.
The Office for National Statistics

said therewere 153,000Romaniansand
Bulgarians in the UK in the second
quarter of the year, a rise of 13,000 or
9 per cent on the same period last year.

Richard Ford Home Correspondent

K. MATHIESON / LIVEPIX

Rainbow culture Zulu song and dance meets classical ballet in Inala, which had
its premiere at the Edinburgh Festival and will begin a national tour next month

The foreign legion

4.72 million people born outside the
UK working here in April-June

1.8 million EU nationals working
here, an increase of 11 per cent on
2013

861,000 Poles and others from
eastern European countries that
joined the EUin 2004 are working
in the UK, a rise of 26 per cent on
2013

153,000 Romanians and Bulgarians
are working in this country, a rise of
9 per cent

787,000 people from France, Italy
and other older EU states working in
the UK, down 1 per cent
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After the harvest Straw bales dry in a field near Milverton, in Somerset — a sure sign that the summer is passing its peak and the cool of autumn will not be long in coming. Weather forecast, page 17

IVISTA PHOTOGRAPHY / BARCROFT MEDIA

Last link to golden age of
film vanishes with Bacall
She could look like a queen wearing
only a dressing gown and made the
merest pleasantry sound like an inde-
cent proposal. A glance from beneath
her arched eyebrows bore holes
through a helpless Humphrey Bogart.
Yet Lauren Bacall remained, long

after such things had become cinema
legend, living in the imperial grandeur
of the Dakota building on the upper
west side of Manhattan. “What’s the
argument for this story?” she barked at
an interviewer in 2005. “That I’m still
breathing?”
Her death on Tuesday, at the age of

89, was described as the end of an era:
the passing of the last link to the golden
age of Hollywood. Young people had
begun toask if shewas reallymarried to
Humphrey Bogart. “Well, yes, I think I
was,” she would reply.
Bogart was introduced to her on a

film set in 1944, when she was 19 and
new in Los Angeles. Born Betty Joan
Perske, she had grown up in the Bronx
wanting to be Bette Davis, but had
taken adetour intomodellingwhen she
could not afford the fees for drama
school. Howard Hawks, the director
and producer, spotted her on the cover
of Harper’s Bazaar.
“His one ambition was to find a girl

and invent her, to create her as his
perfectwoman,” Bacall later toldVanity
Fair. He would get her into films, start-
ing with the war thriller To Have and
Have Not “and he would also like to get
me into his bed”, she said.
Quivering with nerves in her first

scenewithBogart, shestruggled to light
amatch. “I realised thatoneway tohold

my trembling head still was to keep it
down, chin low, almost tomy chest, and
eyes up at Bogart.” It became known as
“the look”.
She had practised a huskier tone by

driving into the countryside and “read-
ing books aloud to the canyons”. If she
felt nervy, she seemed imperious and
insouciant, slippingon toBogart’s lap to
kisshimandmurmur, “Iwaswondering
whether I’d like it.”
On-screen they were assisting the

French resistance, fearful of the
authorities; off-screen they began an
affair, fearful of MayoMethot, Bogart’s
wife, “a tough lady who would hit you
withanashtray, lamp, anything, as soon

as not”, Bacall later recalled. When
theymarried, in 1945, Bogart wanted
a wife, rather than a co-star. The
words of the spurned Methot reso-
nated years later: “Listen you
Jewish bitch,” she had said.
“Who’s going to wash his
socks? Are you?”
Though it left a dent in

her career, it was a blissful
match that brought two
children. Bogie and Bacall
became Hollywood’s
golden couple, the

big cheeses around which the rat pack
formed. “The more they drank, the
duller they got,” Bacall told this news-
paper in 2007. “But I was exposed to
these amazing people.”
She was briefly engaged to Frank

Sinatra after Bogart died of cancer in
1957. Sinatra broke it off when news of
their engagement leaked to the press
and did not speak to her for decades.
Bacall returned to New York. On

Broadway she dazzled, collecting two
Tonys; on screen she struggled to
match the fireworks of her first films.
The feistiness remained, however.

Did she think about death? a German
journalist askedat apress conference in
2007. “You’re a cheerful fellow aren’t
you?” she replied.
Her second marriage, to Jason Ro-

bards Jr, ended in divorce, after which
she found that there was barely a man

in New York who measured up
to her standards. “I like intelli-
gent, witty men,” she told
this paper. But great guys
“don’t exist any more. I ha-
ven’t met anyone I wanted
to spend an evening with,
much less a life with.”

She retreated to her
apartment in the
Dakota.

A new door-
man stopped
her, asking if she
lived there.
“How was I sup-
posed to know it
was you?” he
asked. “The
voice,” she
replied.

Will Pavia New York

Trolls force Williams
daughter off Twitter
RobinWilliams’s grieving daughter has
stoppedusingTwitterafter shewas sent
a grotesque image of a suicide victim
intended to resemble her father.
Zelda Williams, 25, appealed to her

169,000 Twitter followers to report the
image of a man with ligature marks
around his neck.
“I’m shaking,” she wrote. “I can’t.

Please. Twitter requires a link and I
won’t open it. Don’t either. Please.”
She later said that she would delete

her account.Twitter suspended the two
users who sent the image.
The actor and comedian, who had

sought treatment for cocaine and alco-
hol addiction and had been suffering
with severe depression, was found dead
onMonday. He was 63. He had hanged
himself with a belt that had been
jammed into a closet door.
He was last seen alive by his wife,

Susan Schneider, at about 10.30pm on
Sunday. Theywere sleeping in separate
rooms and she left their home north of
SanFranciscoat about 10.30 the follow-
ingmorning.His bodywas found by his
personal assistant at about 11.45am.
Toxicology reports are expected to

take between two and six weeks.
Sources close to Williams disputed

reports that suggested money prob-
lemshad ledhimto takehis life.Charles
Biederman, a lawyer who represented
the actor, said that although Williams
had struggled about two years ago, his
financial situation had eased in the
months before his death. He had been
“doing fine . . . he was not broke”, Mr
Biederman told The New York Times.
“He didn’t have crazy money like

before his divorces, but the cofferswere
still full,” said another person close to
the comedian. Williams had recently

starred in a television series, The Crazy
Ones, reportedly earning more than
£2 million. He is said to have been dis-
traught when the show was cancelled
amid poor reviews inMay. Friends also
believe that he had become increasing-
ly prone todepression after undergoing
open-heart surgery in 2009. He
answered calls less often and his text
messages became shorter.
“[Having a TV series cancelled]

would hit any of us hard, but especially
a heart patient who has depression,”
said Rick Overton, a comedian and
friend of Williams. “The one-two
punch of that can make all the differ-
ence in theworld.He got real quiet. I’ve
known those eyes for decades. I know
where the spark is supposed to be.”
One US television news host was

widely criticised after he called Willi-
ams a “coward” for taking his own life.
In a statement— released before she

quit Twitter — Zelda Williams re-
sponded to the media coverage with a
flash of her father’s wit. “As for those
who are sending negativity, know that
somesmall, gigglingpartofhim is send-
ing a flock of pigeons to your house to
poop on your car,” she wrote. “Right
after you’ve had it washed.”

Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

Bacall with
Bogart: her look
and voice won
global fame

Zelda Williams with her father at the
premiere of The World’s Greatest Dad

Inside today

Obituary
Register, page 49
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Police ‘concealed key
fact in club killing’
The brother of a City tax specialist who
died after being attacked more than 15
years ago claims that significant facts
from the investigation were kept from
his family by police.
Michael Abatan said that he no

longer trusts Sussex police after he
discovered an officer had beenwith the
men who later allegedly attacked his
brotheroutside anightclub inBrighton.
Jay Abatan, 42, was assaulted while

waiting for a taxi outside the now
defunct Ocean Roomswith his brother
in January, 1999. The father of two from
Eastbourne, who worked for the ac-
countants PricewaterhouseCoopers,
hit his head on the pavement. He died
in hospital five days later.
Graham Curtis and Peter Bell were

arrested within 24 hours of the attack,
but manslaughter charges were later
dropped because of a lack of evidence.
They were instead charged with affray
and causing actual bodily harm, but
were acquitted. Mr Curtis later killed
himself after allegedly admitting to a
friend that he had attackedMrAbatan.
His brother will meet Sussex police

and Katy Bourne, the local police and
crime commissioner, in Lewes today to
discuss the lack of progress.
Complaints from the Abatan family

about police failings in the initial
investigation led to a damning review
by Essex police and the opening of a
second investigation. Mr Abatan sus-

pects that there were police links with
the alleged killers and this has made it
impossible for Sussex police to properly
investigate. During the inquest into his
brother’s death in 2010, he said that a
witness said earlier on the night of the
attack that she was in a pub with the
alleged attackers when they were part
of a group that included a police officer.
The family said last year they learnt

that an officer had been in the Ocean
Rooms on the night of the attack, al-
though police said yesterday that he
was not connected with the attackers.
“We cannot understand why such

significant facts have been kept fromus
regarding the night my brother was
attacked,” saidMrAbatan. He said that
his brother’s case was the only non-
white murder that year in Sussex and
claims it was “the only one not to be
given adequate homicide resources”.
Detective Superintendent NickMay,

of Sussex police, said that there was
“absolutelynoevidence” to suggest that
a serving police officer was among Jay
Abatan’s attackers. Senior detectives
met with the Abatans in July last year
and explained that there were no
grounds to re-open an investigation in
the absence of further evidence.
“Sussex police has acceptedmistakes

were made [in] the initial investigation
into the killing of Jay Abatan, and
regret thatnobodyhasbeenconvicted,”
he said. “We have apologised often for
the failings in 1999, but current investi-
gative practices are vastly different.”

David Brown

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER, JACK HILL

Police closed
file on sex
abuse of girl

Police and children’s care services
closed the file on the suspected sexual
exploitationofayounggirlwhowasnot
attending school, according to a critical
report published today by a probation
service watchdog.
The 14-year-old girl, given the pseu-

donym Rhianna, was thought to have
been targeted by a gang member and
had had a sexually transmitted disease.
Her mother had alcohol problems

and her father had died two years
previously, according to the report
by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of
Probation. She was placed on a child
protection plan in August 2012 but the
case was closed after eight months.
“It was difficult to see what useful

actions had been taken or that there
had been any changes in her life as a
result of the involvement of children’s
social care services, the police and the
youth offending team,” the report from
the inspectors said.
“When the case was closed, she was

still not attending school and it seemed
to be the absence of any negative
factors rather than positive progress
that prompted the closure,” the inspec-
tors added.
The police service and council who

were involved in the case are not
named in the report, which looks at the
work of probation trusts and youth
offending teams in protecting children
and young people.

Where’s my trunks? Max, the youngest Asian elephant calf at Whipsnade Zoo,
Bedfordshire, cooled off yesterday by visiting a paddling pool for the first time

Richard Ford Home Correspondent
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School that
inspired
St Trinian’s
admits boys

The school that helped to inspire St
Trinian’s, the fictional establishment
whose unruly girls struck fear in the
heart of anyone they crossed, is to
admit boys.
It is to be hoped, however, that the

pupils at the StephenPerse Foundation
in Cambridge are less anarchic, and
that the newcomers will not suffer too
much at the hands of their female
classmates.
The inspiration for the inhabitants of

the fictional boarding house that
Ronald Searle createdwere the school-
girls he used to see walking home from
the Perse School for Girls — as it was
then — when he was a young boy.
The cartoonwent on to be turned in-

to a series of successful films starring
Alastair Sim as both Miss Fritton, the
formidable headmistress, and her
brother, andmore recentlywithRupert
Everett in the same dual roles.
Mr Searle, who died aged 91 in 2012

and who worked as a sketch artist for
theCambridgeDailyNews, told a librar-
ian that the characters were based on
an “amalgam of local schoolgirls”. In a
letter to Perse Girls he said it had been
a “positive source of inspiration”, add-
ing: “But I hope the school won’t hold
that against me somany years after the
crime.”
Tricia Kelleher, principal of the Ste-

phen Perse Foundation, said she was
delighted with the association, describ-
ingStTrinian’s girls as independent, en-

trepreneurial and quite extraordinary
young people.
She said the school would remain

true to its single-sex roots. Boys and
girls are to be taught together at the
youngest and oldest age groups, but
separated for some academic subjects.
She said: “Keeping a distinctive ap-

proach to teaching boys and girls is still
important to us.”
The junior school will admit boys

from nextmonth and the senior school
from 2018. They can already study in
the sixth form and pre-school.
Aaron and Kamran Bennett, twins

aged seven, are among the first boys to

signup for the junior schoolwhere they
will join their older sister, Maia, ten.
They will be the first boys at the school
since the late 19th century, when male
pupils were briefly allowed. John May-
nardKeynes, the economist, was one of
the last boys educated there.
MrSearlebegandrawingat theageof

five. He enlisted in the Royal Engineers
during the SecondWorldWar and was
captured by the Japanese army in Sing-
apore in 1942. He spent the war as a
prisoner at Changi and working on the
Burma railway, recording his time in
drawings. His first St Trinian’s cartoon
was also drawn at Changi.

Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

Aaron and Kamron Bennett, with their sister Maia and parents Olvan and Sevarin. The twins, seven, will join the Stephen Perse Foundation Junior School this year

There is no endgame to outrageous sexism in chess, says MP
Angela Eagle, the shadow leader of the
Commons, has spoken out against the
“outrageous” sexism she encountered
in chess — at which she was once
national champion.
The Labour frontbencher, who was

once told to “calm down, dear” by the
prime minister, said that her feminism
had been forged out of frustration after
being patronised at tournaments.
Speaking yesterday after Judit Pol-

gár, the highest-ranked female chess
player inhistory, announcedher retire-
ment with a parting shot at male domi-
nance in the game, Ms Eagle said she

had once been told that “girls’ brains
were too small to succeed at chess”. She
and her twin sister Maria, the shadow
environment secretary, entered their
first tournament at the age of eight.
Ms Eagle said: “Whenmy first oppo-

nent sat down opposite me to play, his
eyes widened in alarm and a look of
horror appeared on his face. He protes-
ted that there must be amistake, that it
wasn’t possible that I was his opponent
because girls didn’t play chess.
“I remember feelingastonishedanda

little embarrassed at the fuss he was
making until I realised that he was
afraid he’d lose to a girl. He did. I won
the championship and was given a

Biggles book as a prize. It was then that
I realised that none of the organisers
had thought a girl would win either.
“Thatwas themoment I realised that

theworldwasnotgoing to treatme fair-
ly as a girl and I also became a feminist
— though I wouldn’t have put it that
way as an eight-year-old.”
Ms Eagle led a strike in the girls’ divi-

sionof theBritishChessChampionship
in 1976because theywere forced toplay
in a dark corner of the roomon inferior
boards that gave her a headache.
“I consulted all the other girls in the

tournament and we went to the orga-
nisers and told them that we refused to
play under those conditions again and

that wewould all leave the tournament
if they did not move us to a more
acceptable placewith better boards and
sets,” she said. “They did.”
She subsequently shared the

national under-18s title and represent-
ed England. At another competition,
she was asked to present flowers to an
Armyofficer. “I refused, asserting that I
was there to play chess, not to be an
ornament,” she said.
She said that Ms Polgár had been

“spot on” inher comments inTheTimes
yesterday about the way many women
were shut out of the game and the need
for girls to play against boys.
“There was a great deal of sexism,

some of it unthinking, some of it delib-
erate, all of which outraged me,” she
said. “By the time I stopped playing
tournament chess regularly, at 23, there
were improvements but still much
more to do.”
The Eagle sisters are not the only

gifted chess players on Labour’s front
bench. Last year Rachel Reeves, then
the shadow chief secretary to the Trea-
sury, challengedStuartWheeler,Ukip’s
treasurer, after he said that women
players came “absolutely nowhere”.
MrWheeler asked Raymond Keene,

the grandmaster and Times chess cor-
respondent, to play in his place and
pulled out when Mr Keene declined.

Oliver Moody

First woman wins ‘Nobel prize’ of maths
If there is one problem in mathematics
more troublesome than the swirling
contours of Riemannian geometry, it is
the lack of recognition for women.
In a single stroke, Maryam Mirza-

khani has solved both. Yesterday, the
Iranian-born professor at Stanford
University became the first woman to
win the FieldsMedal, referred to as the
“Nobel prize” of mathematics, in the
award’s 78-year existence.
Professor Mirzakhani’s work on a

formula that traces the geometry of
curved surfaces has beendescribed as a
“deep contribution” to her field, but it is
the hole that she has blasted through

one of academia’s most impenetrable
glass ceilings that has sent reverbera-
tions across the world. Her achieve-
ment was greeted as an inspiration for
girls studying mathematics.
When shewas growing up in Tehran,

her careerwas far from inevitable. “As a
kid, I dreamt of becoming a writer,” she
told theannual reportof theClayMath-
ematics Institute when it accepted her

Mirzakhani, 37. She researches fields of
geometry where the classical postu-
lates set out by Euclid, such as that par-
allel lines will never meet, break down.
In 2008, she said that while the “Aha”
momentwas themost rewarding part of
herwork, “mostof the time,doingmath-
ematics is like being on a long hike with
no trail and no end in sight”.
The Fields Medal is awarded to

between two and four academics under
40 at four-year intervals. Four medals
were presented in Seoul yesterday. In a
statement on Stanford’s website, Pro-
fessor Mirzakhani said that the award
had been a great honour. “I will be
happy if it encourages young female
scientists and mathematicians.”

Oliver Moody

RICHARD PATTERSON / SWNS.COM

Professor Maryam
Mirzakhani is a
geometry expert

Female firsts

6Marie Curie was the first woman
to win the Nobel Prize in physics —
shared with her husband in 1903 —
and the first to win two Nobel prizes,
the second in 1911 for chemistry.
6Bertha von Suttner was the first
female winner of the Nobel Peace
Prize, in 1905, for her anti-war novel
Lay Down Your Arms. She became
known as the “generalissimo
of the peace movement”.
6Kathryn Bigelow was the first
female winner of a best director
Oscar, for The Hurt Locker in 2010.

as a research fellow in 2008. “I never
thought I would pursue mathematics
before my last year in high school.”
Her older brother used to tell her

what he had learnt in school each day,
and her first memory of mathematics
was his description of a famous prob-
lem skewered by the German child
prodigyCarlGauss.Asked toaddup the
numbers between one and 100 while
his teacher took a nap, Gauss realised
that the numbers could be broken up
into 50 pairs, each of which added up to
101, and so the answer must be 5050.
Gauss later taught Bernhard

Riemann, a master geometer whose
work is still being teased out by
mathematicians including Professor
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Canada’s minister for curry
has a lesson for the Tories
TimMontgomerie
Page 19

Only military action will defeat the jihadis
It is not enough to send a few Chinooks. Labour must stand up and hold the government to account for its inaction

I
n April 1991, after the Gulf war,
the government of John Major —
a man subsequently ridiculed for
supposed weakness — conceived
promoted and implemented a

plan that saved the Kurds of Iraq.
Operation Safe Haven was

simultaneously a humanitarian and a
military plan involving thousands of
personnel, many of them British. It
lasted two months and its results
were sustained by a no-fly policy
that literally shot out of the sky any
Saddamite aircraft attempting to
enter restricted airspace.
Now, two months after Isis (now

the Islamic State) took Mosul, we
can barely scramble a Chinook and
our politicians tremble with fear at
the possibility that a marine’s boot
will step for an infinitesimal moment
on Iraqi soil. This, so far, has been
Operation Drop Something From a
Tornado and Get the F*** Out.
The history of Safe Haven should

remind us, as we are selectively
forgetful on the point, that the
mantra “interventions never work” is
as useful a generalisation as
“interventions always work”. We can
try to imagine, if we like, the
counterfactual consequences of not
intervening in Sierra Leone or
Kosovo, of leaving the Taliban intact
in Afghanistan, Saddam in Baghdad,
letting Gaddafi loose on Benghazi
and so on, just as we can the possible
results of not permitting genocide in
Rwanda or ethnic cleansing in
Bosnia. But any reasonable person

ends up concluding that you win
some, you lose some, and not always
the ones you expect.
But at the very least a country like

ours, with allies like we have, a
history like ours, armed forces like
ours and — among our more
enlightened citizens — a sense of
some responsibility for what happens
in the world, should want to make a
difference where we can. A real
difference, not just a rhetorical one.
Yet for months the practical

response in America, Europe and
Britain to the Islamic State’s advance
out of Syria into Iraq and its
theocratic Nazism in relation to
inferior believers was at the level
mostly of disapproving chit chat.
Only yesterday did we have anything
substantive from the government
about possible plans for an airlift for
the Yazidis.
Something broke in western policy

when Ed Miliband won the vote
preventing action in Syria after the
chemical attacks this time last year.
Mr Miliband understood

immediately that his effective
position (as opposed to his formal
one) was popular in the country, and
so did the prime minister. So Britain
could not support any military
action in defence of President
Obama’s red line and Mr Obama
drew the conclusion that if no one
else was bothered about his red line,
then he wouldn’t be either. The
message was clear to everyone and is
the worst you can ever send — that
the cops have left town.
So, right now the opposition should

be baying either for the government,

with our allies, to take whatever
action would help to prevent effective
genocide on the Iraqi-Syrian border
and protect Kurdistan or for a recall
of parliament to debate such action.
It is doing neither.
Before analysing Labour’s inaction

— so very different from its rhetoric
on Gaza — I should take note of two
stock objections to any involvement
in Iraq. The first concerns the UN
and legality. Here, for once, there
is no problem. The sovereign
nation, Iraq, has asked for military
intervention in the form of air
support and the authorities of the
Kurdish Autonomous Region have
requested whatever assistance we
can give.
The second is more substantive

and has to do with the Maliki
government’s alienation of Sunnis,
many of whom are in temporary
alliance with the Islamic State. It
would be folly, runs the argument, to
intervene heavily on the side of a
sectarian government, which would
then have less incentive to find a
political solution.
This latter argument will lose force

with the creation of a new
government in Baghdad, as seems
likely, and in any case does not apply
to assistance given to the Kurds or
action taken in their support.
In that context it grieves me

beyond measure that the Vatican can
see what the Labour party, in power
just four years ago and seeking to be
in power again next year, can’t: that
the Islamic State has to be defeated
militarily as well as politically.
A few days ago the shadow foreign

secretary, Douglas Alexander, wrote
an article in The Daily Telegraph for
which the word “pusillanimous”
conveys too great a sense of audacity.
Wasn’t it awful about the Yazidis and
the Christians and the chopped-off
heads? And wasn’t Mr Obama on the

money when he said there was a
humanitarian catastrophe? So, said
Mr Alexander, what we needed to do
was to “speak out”. He had already
urged people to speak out and now
the government “should be doing
more to speak out”, and — even more
than that — the government should
“set out what steps it will now take”.
Such as calling an urgent meeting

of the Security Council, such as
discussing things with the UN
refugee agency and such as urging
the UN Human Rights Council “to
build a consensus for action on
religious freedom at the highest
international level”. Oh, and he
welcomed and supported “the
government’s assurances it is not
proposing military intervention in
Iraq”, before pointing out that last
Sunday was a day of prayer so let’s

get to it. Douglas is one of Labour’s
brightest, yet I think that is what you
call beyond satire.
On which day does one pray for an

opposition with balls? Or a
government? That lovely old
coalitionist Ming Campbell warned
the BBC this week of “incalculable
consequences” if Kurdistan fell to the
Islamic State, then added: “I am not
persuaded at the moment that the
UK should join in airstrikes along
with the US. But one has to keep an
open mind about that.”
What bizarre form of “after you,

Claude” is that? If it’s necessary to do
stuff, then let the Yanks do it?

Meanwhile we will waft a few
Chinooks over, accompanied by
Douglas Alexander’s prayers.
The creation of the convention

that any form of military action
requires parliamentary approval
(while any inaction, however
damaging, requires none) was based
on the premise that governments
had to be stopped from doing things.
It means that in matter such as these,
government during a recess has
become like a bad weekend at A&E:
the patients still turn up, but the
doctors don’t. No one has a plan for
when the problem is a government
that does almost nothing.

Intervention would be legal as Iraq and
the Kurds have asked for western help
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Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, France,
Poland, Czech Republic, Luxembourg
A breezy day with a mixture of sunny spells and
scattered showers, some heavy and thundery.
Maximum 24C (75F), minimum 9C (48F).

The Baltic states, northwest Russia
Rather cloudy with heavy rain spreading
eastwards, perhaps thundery, and accompanied
by freshening winds for a time.
Maximum 25C (77F), minimum 10C (50F).

Turkey, southern Italy, southern Balkans
Largely fine, dry and sunny, and feeling very hot.
Maximum 37C (99F), minimum 12C (54F).

Sicily, Sardinia, Corsica, Spain, Portugal
Mainly dry with spells of sunshine, and feeling
very warm or hot. Cooler in northern Iberia.
Maximum 38C (100F), minimum 7C (45F).

Scandinavia
Sunny spells and scattered showers or
thunderstorms; slow-moving downpours inland
but faster-moving near coasts where it will be
breezy. Maximum 33C (91F), minimum 5C (41F).

Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, northern Italy,
northern Balkans
Sunny intervals and scattered showers or
thunderstorms, especially in northern areas.
Maximum 29C (84F), minimum 7C (45F).

British Isles
Sunny spells and widespread scattered showers,
some heavy and locally thundery with hail.
Maximum 22C (72F), minimum 5C (41F).

Outlook
Showers and thunderstorms becoming
widespread across central and northern Europe.
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Virgin ticket
machines
take you
for a ride

Let’s keep the pressure on this arrogant court

Janice Turner Notebook

Strasbourg’s climbdown over prisoners shows that Britain must retain its independent stance

A
leaked report in The
Times in February 2011
made dramatic reading:
“70,000 to 80,000
prisoners . . . could claim

compensation, estimated at up to
£143 million” for being denied the
right to vote. This compensation
would be paid by order of the
European Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg — because Britain had
repeatedly failed to implement the
court’s judgment that our “blanket
ban” on convicted prisoners voting
was contrary to the 1951 European
Convention on Human Rights.
A week earlier the Commons had

again refused to alter its position. So
would the Strasbourg court actually
require the payment of millions of
pounds of British taxpayers’ money
because the British parliament had
had the impertinence to disagree
with it? Ten UK prisoners and their
lawyers hoped so.
This week they got their answer.

Contrary to the predictions of that
leaked report, and many portentous
claims from some leading British
lawyers, the Strasbourg court looked
over the abyss and backed off. No
compensation, no costs.
Had the court ruled in favour of

compensation, it would have faced a
whirlwind of opposition on a scale

that could well have undermined its
legitimacy and its legacy of helping
to make basic human rights the
norm across postwar Europe.
That legacy is founded on the text

of the European Convention on
Human Rights. It was drafted by
British jurists (led by David Maxwell
Fyfe, later a Conservative lord
chancellor) to avoid the scourge of
fascism that had so mocked the idea
of “European civilisation”. The terms
of the convention reflect moral
principles, such as the rights to life,
fair trials, privacy, family life and the
freedom of expression and association
that we in the UK have taken for
granted for centuries. Few here,
whatever their political persuasion,
could take any exception to them.
The problem that the Strasbourg

court has created for itself — and for
us — over the years has therefore
lain not in the terms of the

convention, but in the way in which
the court has stretched to breaking
point the intentions of those nations
that signed the treaty. It has sought
to turn itself into a supreme court for
Europe; but, unlike any other
supreme court in the world (the US
included), one for which no
democratic override was available.
In an excoriating analysis of its

ever-expanding scope, the former
law lord Lord Hoffman pointed out
that the court had even adjudicated
on night flights into Heathrow

airport, “which sounds”, said Lord
Hoffman, “about as far from human
rights as you could get”.
The failing of the court has been

twofold. First — as the prisoner votes
and night flights judgments so well
illustrate — it has taken unto itself
decisions that it should, under its
own doctrine, leave to domestic
courts and parliaments.
Second, the quality of many of its

judgments has, frankly, been woeful.
It has produced a “number of
inconsistent decisions”, many of
which “are often initially prepared by
staffers”. That was the verdict of
Lord Neuberger, president of the UK
Supreme Court in a major lecture
this week. For example, in its original
2005 judgment the court claimed
that there was “no evidence that [the

UK] parliament had ever sought to
assess the proportionality of a
blanket ban on the right of convicted
prisoners to vote”. This was plain
wrong. The matter was considered in
2000 and the law was changed to
allow unconvicted or unsentenced
prisoners, along with certain patients
detained in mental hospitals, to vote.
Our own Human Rights Act

(which I introduced and which
gained all-party support) has
sometimes been the butt of almost as
much criticism as Strasbourg. This is
misplaced. The purpose of the act
was to “bring rights home” — to
have them judged by British courts,
with fewer appeals to Strasbourg.
On one issue after another, from

DNA databases to prisoner votes, our
courts have acted with great common
sense and respect for the British
parliament. Neither they nor the
Human Rights Act are the problem.
And, as Lord Neuberger spelt out in
the same lecture, our courts will not
in future automatically follow the
jurisprudence of the Strasbourg
courts. They will, as the act requires,
“take account” of this, but may well
end up disagreeing with it.
Now that the Strasbourg court has

wisely decided not to bring down its
own house by demanding that we
compensate prisoners who can’t vote,
they should reread the convention
itself. Article 3 of Protocol 1 requires
free elections, “which will ensure the
free expression of the opinion of the
people”. That’s precisely what our
elected parliament was doing when it
rejected prisoner votes.

Jack Straw was justice secretary
and lord chancellor 2007-10

Lord Neuberger was critical of the
inconsistency of the Strasbourg court

The court had even
adjudicated on night
flights into Heathrow

Jack Straw Hit Russia where it
really hurts – its
football teams
John McTernan

‘C
arefree, wherever we may
be.” The marvellous
Chelsea chant also
seemed, after the
annexation of Crimea, to

be an appropriate slogan for Russian
armed forces. To take the football
analogy further, as the EU and the
US have imposed and escalated
sanctions, events have brought out
President Putin’s inner Millwall: “No
one likes us, we don’t care.”
This week leaks from powerful

figures in Russia show that there
may yet be a huge cost to the
country from sanctions, with
potentially a big public backlash.
A damning transcript of

confidential discussions between
Russia’s football bosses has been
published in The New York Times.
They met to discuss the entry of
three Crimean teams —from
Simferopol, Sevastopol and Yalta —
into the Russian Football Union
(RFU).They realised they had no

choice as it was what the president
wanted, but agonised over the impact
of sanctions on their clubs. What if
they were banned from European
competitions? Indeed, what if Russia
lost the 2018 World Cup?
The politics were spelt out to them

clearly by one who attended,
Vladimir Yakunin, a close friend and
ally of Mr Putin: “They will impose
them whatever you do. If you crawl
before them on your bellies, they
will . . . So either you get out of this
country or behave as its citizens.”
The Ukrainian clubs were duly

admitted and played in the Russia
Cup this week. The Ukrainian
football authorities have complained
to Uefa and Fifa and are about to
discover that football authorities
make the UN Security Council
appear a body of principle and swift
action. But it is an intriguing thought:
sanctions that would really hurt.
Russia is a country of “bread and

circuses”. With most of the population
paid by the state or on a pension, as
long as money is forthcoming
regularly there are few complaints.
Even price increases following
Russian sanctions against food from
the West will be tolerated. But maybe
the circuses should be banned.
Governments are desperate to win

the Olympics or a world cup — sport
is hugely popular and can be a
transformational showcase. The
reverse must be true too. To face
sanctions is a misfortune; to lose the
Champions League and World Cup is
a political catastrophe. Attention,
leaders of the West: we have a
weapon.

John McTernan is a former political
adviser to Tony Blair and Gordon Brown

M
atthew Parris once
wrote that it is the
haphazard and
maddening house
numbering of British

streets that brings out his inner
authoritarian. For me it is the chaos
inherent in a multitude of private
companies running our rail network.
Each has its own sly strategies to

fleece and frustrate, its own
monstrous levy on spontaneous
travel and labyrinthine pricing
structure. I am used to East Coast
Mainline slipping its lowest fares on
to the second computer page of
ticket machines hoping that you’ll
miss them. But on Monday, travelling
by Virgin, I learnt a new ruse.
At 9am the cheapest single for the

9.44 to Manchester was £170.
One-way, standard class, 212 miles for
£170! But surely my train was
off-peak? I found a Virgin man: the
off-peak fares don’t pop up on the
machines until 9.15am, he said, though

(he gestured to a 50-strong queue) I
could buy them at the ticket office.
As the machine does not explain

this, Virgin’s strategy seems to be for
the unwary tourist, the hasty or
confused to stump up £170 rather
than the £79 it costs after 9.15am.
They want to stop cheapskates
sneaking on to earlier trains, I guess.
But they already have a phalanx of
inspectors on each platform.
I took Virgin’s standing-room only

train, with no running water in
the loos, which arrived in
Manchester an hour late, thus
ruining my interview, and am
now plotting the day
when, as train tsar, I
will wreak my revenge.

Crossed lines

Adventures on the
privatised railways
part 2. On Tuesday

standing on Doncaster
station with my 90-year-
old ma in a wheelchair,
her suitcase and other
detritus, I examined our
prebooked tickets. We
were in coach F and so
I trundled over to the
sign on the platform
where coach F would
come in.
You get about 90

seconds to board a
London express. So my

mother got out of her chair, poised
for the perilous business of
clambering on. But when the train
arrived, we were beside coach C.
Coach F was at the opposite end.
My mother is too frail to stagger

very far down a moving train. So
screaming at the guard, I
had to bundle her back
in her chair and hurtle
down the platform.
Our faffing made the
train two minutes late.
(Sorry, citizens of the
12.06.)

So why wasn’t
coach F where it
should be?
“Because those signs

are for East Coast
Mainline trains,” said
the guard. “We’re Grand
Central. Our coaches
aren’t numbered the
same.”

Labour is toying
with the idea of
renationalising each
rail franchise as it
expires. Even Tories I
know agree that
fragmenting the
network was a
disaster. And for the
passenger it is a
rage-inducing,
inconsistent,
shark-hearted mess.

Body of evidence

Is it unacceptable to ask an actress
about her body? The question
arises from Kevin Maher’s Times

interview with Christina Hendricks,
who plays Joan in Mad Men.
Questions about the pneumatic
figure for which she is famous were
banned by PR edict. When Kevin
ventured that this was crazy as
everyone lives inside a body, the
interview was terminated.
The elephants in that room were

Christina’s breasts. The question, I’d
wager, she seeks to avoid is: “Are they
real?” Most Hollywood stars have a
little “augmentation”; it’s too prosaic
to mention. But if she has had her
boobs enlarged — as many suggest,
with photographic evidence — from
normal to a size that ordinary
women want reduced because of
back pain, that is interesting. And in
many ways key to her character.
Was her ambition so monumental

that she was prepared to risk medical
problems to turn herself into a living
Jessica Rabbit, a Russ Meyer cartoon
of female sexuality? And what does
this say about the Pavlovian nature of
male desire and the TV and film
business? Thus asking about her body
is a valid question. But I understand
why she would rather not answer.

@victoriapeckham

@jackstrawmp

Club executives were
agonising over whether
they’d face sanctions
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The curry minister has a lesson for the Right
To win minority votes the Tories must follow Canada’s example by forgetting policy and concentrating on people

A
ugust for Canada’s
minister of employment,
social development and
multiculturalism began in
Yerevan. Jason Kenney

visited a range of religious
communities and laid wreaths at
monuments to victims of the
Armenian genocide and of
communist repression.
Back in Canada he popped up at

Winnipeg’s Chinese Cultural Centre,
then tasted the flavours of the Punjab
at a multicultural festival and enjoyed
chianti and pasta at a gathering of
Italian Canadians. Last week he was
drinking slivovitsa, a plum brandy,
with Serbian immigrants and
watching limbo dancing with the
African-Caribbean community. I
could go on. Barely two weeks into
the month, Mr Kenney has also
attended cultural events with
Canadians from Hong Kong, Iraq,
India and of aboriginal background.
His Twitter feed records it all.
If Mr Kenney gets invited to a

cultural occasion, a great religious
service or, crucially, a restaurant
opening he does his best to attend.
Not for nothing is he known as the
“minister for curry in a hurry”. The
title that this white, well-fed, 46-
year-old man of Irish descent really
deserves, however, is a grander one.
No other conservative, anywhere in
the world, has been more successful
at winning over ethnic voters.
Conservatives won 31 per cent

support from “visible” minorities at
the last Canadian general election
and 41 per cent support from
immigrants who had been in the
country for a decade or more. Most
key minority groups are just as likely
to vote for the Canadian Conservative

party as white Canadians.
It’s such a contrast with Britain and

America. The British Tories won only
16 per cent of the ethnic vote at the
last general election and, as Baroness
Warsi complains, has not made much
progress since. In America — where
the growth of the ethnic vote poses
an even bigger threat to the
Republicans’ fortunes — an eerily
similar share of ethnic voters support

centre-right candidates. Only 17 per
cent of minority Americans voted for
Mitt Romney in 2012. A staggering
93 per cent of African-Americans
voted for Barack Obama.
The journalist Paul Wells describes

Mr Kenney as conservatism’s “secret
weapon”. He isn’t so secret now.
Right-of-centre politicians from all
over the world are trekking to his
door for solutions to perhaps the
biggest threat to conservatism’s long-
term electability. Mr Kenney only
decided to cram his calendar with
curry, culture and church after he had
noticed the limited impact of policy.
Brian Mulroney, Canada’s

Conservative prime minister from
1984 to 1993, had brought in a
multiculturalism act, more generous
family reunification policies and visa
programmes that created entirely
new minority communities. The
electoral results had been negligible.
Good policy would never suffice if
Conservatives were personally
remote and even aloof. Policies, Mr
Kenney told Wells, were dropped
from 30,000ft but MPs from the
Canadian left were attending
community events, working face-to-
face on local issues and, it should be
added, poisoning new communities’
minds towards the Conservatives.
Mr Kenney, a single man with a

majority that you weigh as much as
count, has the time and motivation

to conduct the scale of outreach that
he is now famous for — and which
he clearly enjoys. Chris Christie, the
Republican governor of New Jersey,
adopted a similar approach. By going
to every corner of his state and back
again and again he won re-election
in 2013 with three times as many
minority voters as the average
Republican candidates in America
ever gets.
He campaigned in districts of New

Jersey where he hardly won any
votes when first elected. He argues
that minority voters are ready to
support conservative policies but not
from conservative politicians they
don’t know or trust. Mr Christie and
Mr Kenney work on the simple
principle that if you like people, they
might like you — and your politics.
Much of Mr Kenney’s success comes

from focusing on religious voters. Half
of Canadians who attend a church or
temple voted Conservative at the last
election. Canada has led international
protests against Christian persecution
abroad and appointed an ambassador
for religious liberty. It is a marked
contrast with Britain where Tory

ministers have said little about the
plight of Middle Eastern Christians —
and done even less.
The Canadian Conservatives have

changed to immigrant-friendly lines,
especially on foreign policy. The
robust stance of Stephen Harper, the
prime minister, on Crimea and his
boycott of the Commonwealth
summit in Sri Lanka contributed to
support from the country’s
1.2 million Ukrainian Canadians and
200,000 Tamils. Canada is the
world’s most pro-Israel nation and
52 per cent of Jewish Canadians
voted for Mr Harper’s re-election.
The good news for British

Conservatives is that neither Mr
Christie nor Mr Kenny diluted their
conservatism to become successful
with minorities. On tax, crime and
family they stand in the mainstream
traditions of centre-right thinking. Mr
Kenney has not been afraid to strip
citizenship from people found to have
falsified their applications. This tough
approach, opposed by immigration
professionals, has been applauded by
most immigrant communities.
But the bad news for UK

Conservatives looking for a simple
solution to their problems with
ethnic minorities is that there isn’t
one. Progress with ethnic voters
depends on lots of hard work, lots of
community events and curry — lots
of curry.

British Tories have said
little about persecuted
Middle-East Christians

If you like people,
they might like you —
and your politics
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Tim
Montgomerie

@timmontgomerie
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Home and Away
From Northern Ireland to northern Iraq, moderates must find
the confidence not just to condemn extremism, but to defeat it

Attacks on the birthplace of the former Israeli
presidentChaimHerzoghavebecome so frequent
and dangerous that a plaque identifying the Bel-
fast property has been removed. The insufferable
George Galloway has called for Bradford to
become an “Israeli” free zone. In Sheffield skir-
mishes have broken out in an ugly proxy of the
fighting between Kurds and jihadists in Iraq.
Across Britain, sympathisers distribute leaflets in
support of militants who behead their enemies
and bury innocents alive.
Westerncivilisation facesanenemythat it is still

too timid and too polite to confront in earnest.
This is an enemy that rejects progress in all its
forms, dehumanises women, exults in death and
recognises no borders. Its international reach was
nevermore terrifyingly evident than on9/11, but it
is if anything more deeply embedded in western
societies 13 years later.
AsTonyBlair argued inApril, this enemy is reli-

gious extremism in general and militant Islam—
a shameful and blood-soaked parody of real Islam
—inparticular. Because of the Iraqwar,MrBlair’s
contribution was widely discounted. However, he
wascorrect fourmonthsagoandhe is correctnow.
The central challenge to British politics is to
recognise this threat and to confront it.

The first requirement is moral clarity. Debate
about foreign policy is desirable. Attempts to
frighten supporters of Israel into silence are not.
Yet there is no other way to understand the recent
events in Belfast or the obscene rhetoric of Mr
Galloway. How dare a member of parliament de-
clare that a visitor to this country should be
excluded from part of it? Such extremism has no
place in British politics.
For the same reasons, support for the Islamic

State is not merely colourful exaggeration
inspired by youthful exuberance. It is the dissemi-
nation of an invitation to participate in religious
genocide.
Liberal democracies must have the self-confi-

dence to identify their enemies, and the realism to
understand that these enemies are determined to
confront and defeat them. This is one reason why
the dispute earlier this year between Michael
Gove and Theresa May mattered so much. Mr
Gove was right to argue that it is not enough sim-
ply to counter Islamistswhoexpress violent intent
in Britain. It is also essential to take on those who
put forward extremist arguments while confining
their support for violence to conflicts overseas.
As The Times reported yesterday, the vast

majority of Britons feel threatened by Islamic

extremism. This threat cannot be averted merely
by taking action at home to counter extremist
doctrine. It has to be defeated at its roots. It has to
be defeated in the Middle East.
The rapid takeover ofmuch of Iraq and Syria by

the Islamic State is a human rights debacle and a
heartbreaking humanitarian emergency. More
than that, it is potentially an incubator for a new
wave of international terrorismmore deadly than
those unleashed by al-Qaeda. The violence in
SyriaandIraq sucks inyoungBritonswith thepro-
spect that they will later return to this country,
trained, connected to an extremist network and
with theability to takearmsagainst fellowBritons.
It may not be intuitive that fighters radicalised
against harsh foreign regimesmaypose a threat to
the tolerant ones in which they were raised, but it
is a fact that hundreds do, not only here but from
Australia to the United States.
Neutralising these threats is a job for the intelli-

gence services, but they will never be more than
partially successful. In the end, the only successful
policy, difficult though it is, is to support themod-
erate and democratic forces who might resist the
military advance of the extremists. Intervention is
not imperialismoroverreach. It is a realistic policy
of national security.

Making Work Pay
The economy is recovering but not everyone is seeing their income improve

The battle for political supremacy during this par-
liament has been a battle over the economy. The
first half of the coalition’s term was dominated by
theargumentaboutwhowas toblamefor themess
of the public finances. Labour lost this argument
decisively. The second half has been a debate
about the nature of the recovery and here it is less
obvious that the Labour analysis can be dismissed
so readily.
There is no doubt that at the aggregate level the

British economy is recovering. The Bank of
Englandyesterdayupgraded its growth forecast to
3.5 per cent for this year and to 3 per cent for 2015.
The public finances are improving, albeit slower
than originally planned. There ought to be,
according to the usual political rules, a dividend
for the governing party in the opinion polls.
Though the fortunesof theConservativeshave re-
covered a little, that process seems to have stalled.
The reason for this may well be in the wage

figures revealed by the Office for National Statis-
tics (ONS) yesterday. Employment growth was
still strong but wages grew by only 0.6 per cent in
the three months leading up to June. This was a

period in which inflation was running at 1.9 per
cent, which means that real wages, at a time of
economic growth, have been falling. Indeed, if bo-
nus payments are excluded, total pay actually fell
in cash terms by 0.2 per cent. At the lower end of
the jobsmarket, the national recovery is not turn-
ing up in wage packets at the end of the week.
It may be that the figures are even more grim

than this suggests. The ONS numbers do not in-
clude the self-employed who nowmake up one in
sevenof theworkforce andwhosewageshave also
been squeezed. The Resolution Foundation, a
body that argues for better living standards for
those on middle incomes, has estimated that the
contraction of wages since 2008 would be 20 per
cent deeper if the self-employed were included.
It seems that to some extent Britain has chosen

to retain employment at the cost of wages. The
threemonths to June sawa further rise in employ-
ment of 167,000 people. The unemployment rate
fell to6.4 per cent and theproportionof thenation
that is now in work is only just short of the 60 per
cent that it reachedbefore the2008crisis. Produc-
tivity, however, has not improved, which suggests

that many of the jobs being created are for low-
skill people on zero-hours contracts.
There is an argument about whether this is a

short-term or a long-term phenomenon. The
Labour party’s analysis is that thehollowingout of
the economy, and the increasing power of the
owners of capital overwage-earners, amounts to a
structural change. If this is right, as GDP grows,
workers can no longer expect a commensurate
rise in their pay. For the moment the Bank of En-
glandview,and thehopesof thecoalition, arevest-
ed in the assumption that wages will return to
growth in the second half of 2014 and next year.
In the latest YouGov survey, 50 per cent think

the economy is recovering, 29 per cent think do
not and 13 per cent think it is getting worse. With
no money, it is hard for government to do much,
quickly. The long-term answer is to educate more
people in the right skills. But thatwill take a gener-
ation. In the meantime, some firms can afford to
paymore but not all can. Thebest that the govern-
ment can do is to stick to its spending plans and
hope that the Bank, which believes wage growth
will return in the second half of 2014, is right.

Slow Rider
Top Stuff! Top Gear man breaks ranks to back The Times on bikes

James May doesn’t rock, long hair and leather
jackets notwithstanding, but he does roll. He rolls
on special occasions in a Ferrari and on airport
runs in a Rolls-Royce Phantom Drophead. For
longer urban errands he uses a small new BMW,
and for shorter ones a folding Brompton bicycle.
Mr May’s admitted use of a bike is not the only

thing that sets him apart from Jeremy Clarkson
and Richard Hammond, his fellow Top Gear pre-
senters, who call him Captain Slow. He is also,
from today, the first of them to endorseTheTimes’
campaign for safer cycling.
This counts as progress — for the campaign,

which emphatically shares theMay view that “the
roads belong to everybody”, and perhaps for Mr
May himself. For it was barely five months ago
that he took part in the presentation of four Top
Gear cycle safety videos to Westminster Council.
One suggested: “Work harder. Buy a car.”
Not everyone got the joke. In Oregon, where

green radicalsmingleuneasilywithmonster truck
racers, there was earnest debate over whether the
three British petrolheads might actually be seri-
ous. Back in Britain, one two-wheeled hill-climb-
ing evangelist said hewas “so angry Icould putmy
fist through the TV”. The truth isMrMay is much

more than a car guy. He is a former choirboy, a
competent flautist and a well-read oenophile. It is
hardly surprising that he sees the health benefits
and the sheer common sense of cycling , which in-
clude the fact thatmore people on bicyclesmeans
more space left for driving.
In themannerofRodney “can’tweall get along”

King after theLosAngeles riots, he asks for an end
to “road sectarianism”. He even backs our call for
4 per cent of the transport budget to be spent on
better bike paths, which some believe should in-
clude “pootling” paths for slower riders. Captain
Slow, meet Mr Pootler.

Daily Universal Register

UK: The Football Supporters’ Federation
marches to the Premier League and Football
League offices to demand more affordable
tickets to matches; A-level results day in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland
Europe: The EU, France, and Germany
reveal their latest growth figures
US: Paul McCartney performs the final show
at Candlestick Park, San Francisco, before it
is demolished

Tufted ducks are
later breeders than
most other ducks,
and there are now
many broods of tiny
tufted ducklings out
on the lakes. The

ducklings are a dark, woolly brown, with a
little yellow round the chin and neck, and
there may be eight or nine of them, with
their mother in attendance. They can dive a
few hours after hatching, and soon learn to
look after themselves. The adult females are
dark brown birds with pale brown flanks.
The drakes have lost their smart black-and-
white appearance, and now look very much
like the females, since they have gone into
“eclipse” or moulting plumage. However,
they are still a little blacker above, and a
little whiter on the flanks. They ignore the
ducklings. Both sexes have a tuft that
bounces about on the back of their head,
and golden-yellow eyes. Drake mallards
have also gone into eclipse, and look very
shabby by comparison with their normal
appearance. They have lost their bottle-
green head, which first becomes grey, then
brown like the female’s, and the purple on
their breast. Some female mallards, which
are speckly brown birds, still have young
ones swimming about with them. They start
breeding in March, but they can go on until
October. derwent may

Ruth Spellman, pictured,
chief executive, Workers’
Educational Association,
63; Halle Berry, actress,
X-Men: Days of Future
Past (2014), 48;Michael
Biggs, chairman, Direct
Line insurance, 62; Sarah

Brightman, singer, Dreamchaser (2013), 54;
Darren Clarke, golfer, winner of the Open
Championship (2011), 46; Judge Keith
Cutler, recorder of Winchester and
president of the Council of Her Majesty’s
Circuit Judges (2012), 64; Mark Francois,
armed forces minister and Conservative
MPfor Rayleigh and Wickford, 49; Buddy
Greco, singer, Fly Me to the Moon (1963), 88;
Alison Hastings, vice-president, British
Board of Film Classification, 49; Adrian
Lester, actor, Othello, National Theatre
(2013), 46; Frederic Raphael, author, Trouble
with England (1962), 83; Danielle Steele,
novelist, Five Days in Paris, 67; Lady
(Caroline) Waldegrave of North Hill,
director, Leith’s School of Food and Wine,
62;WimWenders, film director,Wings of
Desire (1987), 69.

In 1880 Cologne Cathedral was completed
after 632 years; in 1945 Japan’s surrender to
the Allies is announced in the US; in 1947
Pakistan became independent from Britain;
in 2000, rescuers were vainly trying to save
the 118 crew of the Russian submarine
Kursk, which had sunk in the Barents Sea

“The cry of the Little Peoples goes up to
God in vain,
For the world is given over to the cruel
sons of Cain.”
English poet Richard Le Gallienne

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word
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Letters to the Editor

Corrections &
Clarifications

l In an article published on August 6,
we stated that Lynton Crosby, the
Conservative party electoral
strategist, believed that there were
only a limited number of key
Conservative marginal seats in which
the Muslim vote could prove a
decisive factor at the next election,
and that he therefore did not share
some Tories’ concerns that David
Cameron’s stance on Gaza might have
a major electoral impact. While this
was an accurate report of the account
of Mr Crosby’s position given to us by
a senior Conservative source, some
readers may have understood the
words quoted in the headline to the
article (“Tories can afford to ignore
Muslim vote”) to be Mr Crosby’s.
They were not and he denies holding
any such view. We regret that Mr
Crosby was given no opportunity to
respond before publication.
lWe said that the BBC had admitted
paying £100,000 over three years in
“goodwill payments” to licence-payers
who complained of harassment. The
total quoted in fact covered a six-year
period and included payments made
in response to complaints about
administrative errors and licensing
policy as well as harassment.

Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email
to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 1 London
Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF

1 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9GF
Email: letters@thetimes.co.uk

Antisemitism
Sir, Hugo Rifkind’s insightful article
(Aug 12) merits a long pause for
thought. While enduring the lengthy
queue at Eastbourne’s central post
office this week, my patience was
shared by a gentleman and his young
daughter. Having lived in Israel for a
while, I recognised them as orthodox
Jews, but what struck me — for the
first time in this country — was that
this man had felt it necessary to mask
his appearance. His skull-cap was
hidden under a cap while his payot
(long side-curls) were twisted behind
his ears and tucked underneath.
We have reached a new low in

Britain when citizens of any religious
minority fear identification in a public
place.
anne march
Eastbourne, E Sussex

Sir, Growing antisemitism is another
unforeseen consequence of Europe’s
departure from Christianity.
Notwithstanding certain times and

places, Christianity has offered
protection to Jews and Judaism over
the centuries due to shared scriptures,
theology and ethics. Proactive
atheistic campaigning to destroy the
Judaeo-Christian basis of European
society will continue to increase
Jewish vulnerability.
Into the spiritual vacuum has

stepped Islam with its specific credal
antisemitism. As the prophet
Jeremiah said, “ ‘Peace, peace,’ they
say, when there is no peace.”
the rev dr robert anderson
Blackburn, Lancs

Affordable housing is key to welfare reform
Sir, Iain Duncan Smith is correct
that getting the economy working
means getting the state safety net
right (“Broken welfare system drove
up migration, claims Duncan
Smith”, Aug 11).
The overall positive trend in the

economy is good news and is the
chief determinant of whether
families can make ends meet.
However, trends in the labour
market, including more unstable
working hours, rising self-
employment and stalled wages, are
making home life more insecure for
many workers. Positive policies of
support to help people save for
retirement, make pensions decisions
and afford childcare must reflect the
reality of this new economy.
The secretary of state is right

when he says that welfare reforms
are first and foremost about people.
As the economy continues to grow,
ministers must tackle the major

welfare challenges of fixing the
broken systems of support for
disabled people and safely delivering
the flagship Universal Credit.
gillian guy
Citizens Advice

Sir, May I suggest a moratorium on
the word dependency in the context
of the welfare debate (“Beveridge’s
Bequest”, leader, Aug 12). In
February 2013 there were 5.1 million
claimants of housing benefits in the
UK. Tenants in particular totally
depended on that benefit to keep a
roof over their heads. Come April
2013 and the poorest large families
(£26,000 annual limit) and single
people (spare room supplement) had
their housing benefit cut, leaving
rent unpaid and eviction
threatening.
Low-paid single people, widows

and widowers, around 50 to 60 years
old, becoming ill or unemployed for

the first time in a long, working, tax-
paying life could no longer depend
on the rest of us to keep them in
their family home among vital
community support. The policy is to
force them to move to make a better
use of affordable social housing.
Large families with young children
suffer the same fate just because
they happened to be large on April
6, 2013.
A very small minority of benefit

claimants might be dependent on
benefits to such an extent that it is
corrosive to the wellbeing of
individuals. Most need them but
wish they did not. Yet all are
publicly branded and their incomes
reduced, even though the fault lies
with the lack of any governmental
policy to provide enough affordable
housing for many decades.
the rev paul nicolson
Taxpayers Against Poverty
London N17

Tidy or too tidy
Sir, Now that harvest is almost in, the
hedge and ditch contractor will soon
visit my brother’s farm. The long
grass with its butterfly eggs and
caterpillars and the ripening
hawthorn berries will be slashed to
bits. Why does the contractor destroy
our little bit of wild nature? He likes
to do a neat job and leave the farm
looking tidy.
The striving for tidiness in most

circumstances is an admirable
characteristic but with so many of us
on the planet it is one we need to
challenge if we are to have any hope
of making space for untamed species.
rodney aldis
Framingham Earl, Norfolk

Sir, As a regular motoring tourist to
Britain, may I request that councils
send out crews to clean their dirty
road signs and prune the shrubbery
which obscures them. We love
touring here and have met only polite
and helpful people, but sprucing the
signs would make driving safer.
freya broomhall
Hobart, Tasmania

Min maxim
Sir, Written around the wall of my
maths teacher’s classroom was the
exhortation “Never work anything
out until you have to” — sensible
advice for calculations.
It is a maxim I have successfully

adapted in later life to include doing
things, which, over the years, has
avoided a lot of blind alleys and much
rework. It does, however, lead to a
rather untidy garage.
christopher martindale
Wicken, Bucks

Take it easy
Sir, Melanie Reid reports (Aug 12) on
the landslides which often close the
A83 in Argyll, the road known as the
Rest and Be Thankful. I was once
amused to ponder the reaction of
drivers not familiar with the area
when, driving north along the shore
of Loch Lomond, I was confronted
with an illuminated sign which read
“A83 North: Long Delays. Rest and Be
Thankful”.
john dove
Acharacle, Argyll

Tobacco giant
Sir, Philip Morris’s threat to sue the
UK if it introduces plain cigarette
packets is true to form (Aug 12). It is
also suing Australia and Uruguay.
These cases are taken to “investor
state dispute” processes, rather than
the countries’ own courts, so they will
be heard in secret with no appeal.
If the UK signs up to the TTIP, the

EU-US transatlantic trade and
investment partnership, now being
negotiated, it too would be bound by
such an arbitration process, and
doubtless Philip Morris would use it.
nick dearden
World Development Movement

Complaints have reached us from
Army officers of the high prices
asked for revolvers. At the stores
and at some of the retail gun shops
in London as much as £10 is asked
for service revolvers listed at £5. 5s,
and £4 for Webley RIC revolvers
listed at £2. 2s. Our correspondents
point out that officers have to
provide their own revolvers.
Salesmen declare that it is the

manufacturers and not the retailers

who have raised the prices. The
management at the Army and Navy
Stores declined to comment,
beyond saying that their prices
were lower than other retail
houses, and that it was best to go to
the producers for an explanation of
the increase in price.
A representative of The Times

communicated with Messrs Webley
and Scott (Ltd), of Birmingham, the
largest manufacturers of revolvers
in the country, and was authorized
to make the following statement:
“We have undertaken a contract to
supply the Government with
revolvers, and shut down our
factory for the private supply. We
are paying our men 15 per cent
bonus on their salaries, and paying
an additional 15 per cent to the
steel manufacturers and stampers.
Some months ago we purchased a
large stock of old revolvers from
the Government and sold them at
prices ranging from £1 to 24s.
Those same revolvers are now
being sold in the Strand at £8.
Although we have increased our

wages and are working all hours of
the day to supply the Government,
we have not increased the price by
one half-penny.”
THE STRANDED AMERICANS
There are few busier places in
London now than the headquarters
of the American Citizens’
Committee in the Savoy Hotel
where, in the great ballroom and
adjoining apartments, there surges
a crowd of 300 or 400 “stranded”
Americans. Efforts are being made
to recover their luggage, which has
been left in immense quantities
scattered all over Germany, France,
and Belgium. The difficulty of
finding ships to take the wanderers
home to the United States remains;
but some 9,000 have sailed from
British ports in the last five or six
days, and every ship that leaves is
loaded to its utmost capacity.

on this day august 14, 1914

INFLATED
PRICES FOR
REVOLVERS

Islamic extremism
Sir, As a naturalised Briton of Iraqi
Christian origin, I am horrified by the
plight of Christians, Yazidis, Jews and
other minorities in northern Iraq.
Why do moderate Muslims in the

UK not condemn the acts of Islamic
extremists in the Middle East, and
why do churches not urge the
government to intervene?
In the Gulf wars Britain and the US

toppled a secular regime and brought
instability to a volatile region. It is
therefore our responsibility to take a
tough military stance, using air strikes
and arming the Kurds. Kurdistan is a
secular Muslim country and is an ally
in a region dominated by religious
extremism and corruption. Terrorist
states such as Isis threaten not only
the future of the Middle East but
eventually the safety of all of us.
nora emmanuel
London, SW1

Sir, Most Britons feel threatened by
Islamic terrorism, and many want to
attack Isis forces thousands of miles
away (Aug 13). Yet Israel is vilified for
trying to defend itself when Hamas,
the terrorist Islamic organisation that

has vowed to annihilate Israel, is
raining rockets down over its border.
Over 250,000 Muslims have been

killed in Syria; Isis forces are
attacking Christians in their tens of
thousands. Why are the Muslims not
protesting about the thousands of
Muslims attacked by Islamic terrorists
such as Boko Haram? Why is it only
Israel that is singled out for such
hatred in their protests?
mindy wiesenberg
London NW4

sign up for a weekly email
with extracts from
the times history of the war
ww1.thetimes.co.uk

Inflammatory
Sir, As a stipulation for being
employed as a statistician with an
accountancy firm in the 1930s, my
late mother-in-law was told not to
wear pink when attending audits
since it might “inflame the men”.
Doesn’t seem to work nowadays, sigh.
june keeble
Storrington, W Sussex

A get grumphrys
Sir, The near-universal response in
cafés and restaurants nowadays to
“What would you like?” or ”Can I
help you?” seems to be ”Yeah, can I
get . . . ?”
Do those who say this really not

understand that the person
addressing them is employed
precisely to “get” whatever it is that
they may choose?
dr nicholas marston
King’s College, Cambridge

The TV licence
Sir, I was not surprised the BBC sends
100,000 letters each day demanding
payment of the licence fee. Quite a
few of them came to me.
My late mother’s house was empty

for 18 months before we sold it at the
end of last year. Every few weeks I
received a letter from TV licensing.
Every time I received a letter, I rang
and explained that the house was
unoccupied and had been cleared, so
there was no TV in it. All of these
calls were ignored.
joanna martin
Hitcham, Suffolk

Sir, While paying for the licence by
direct debit we received a barrage of
increasingly threatening letters which
stopped only when we said we’d see
the BBC in court.
martin o’keeffe
West Chiltington, W Sussex

Sir, As the owner of a property with
neither a TV nor broadband
connection, I received over 140 TV
licence reminders.
mark haslam
Malvern, Worcs
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Harry’s heroes rise to the challenge
The injured servicemen and women
who heard yesterday that they will be
competing for Great Britain in Prince
Harry’s Invictus Games said it was the
“physical and mental therapy” they
needed after war.
The athletes whowill take part in the

five days of games in London fromSep-
tember 10, many of whom were dis-
abled while fighting in Afghanistan,
said that they had to learn to live again
in a “normal” world.
Baz Whittingham, a former corporal,

made the British squad for wheelchair
rugby and cycling and said that the
hardest thingwas having to come home
from a warzone.
He was only 24 when he was injured

by a bomb inHelmand province in 2010
and now has a prosthetic leg. He said:
“You’reused to runningonsuchadrena-
line that being in a calm, non-threaten-

ing environment at home is really bor-
ing. That’s why the games mean such a
lot to us. They are the closest feeling we
can get to being on tour and it’s physical
and mental therapy.”
Those selected will compete on a

world stage against more than 400
others from 14 nations and it is hoped
that the games will continue every
other year on non-Olympic years with
a different country as host.
Therewill be events innine sports in-

cluding archery, athletics, wheelchair
rugby and basketball, cycling, indoor
rowing, swimming and sitting
volleyball.
Corporal Luke Reeson was shot in

the leg inAfghanistanafter twomonths
of serviceandwill compete in the swim-
ming. He said: “When I first got injured
I spent a lot of time at home watching
TV and putting weight on but then the
Warrior Games in America came up
and I got on to it because someone else
dropped out. It was a lucky chance
because I did quite well and it was a
complete turning point. I thought, ‘I
can do this’ and I started training in the
pool more or less every day.”
Prince Harry had the idea for the In-

victus Games after watching the
Warrior Games. “Invictus” means un-
conquerable and is from the poem by
William Ernest Henley.
The purpose of the games is to cele-

brate the efforts made by the forces
while showing there is life after injury.
The prince built the games with Sir
Keith Mills, the chairman, who said
that they would act as a stepping-stone
to the Paralympics and that “between
20 and 25 per cent of the men and
women competing will be hopefuls for
Rio in 2016”.
Against the backdrop of Tower

Bridge, the athletes posed for photos
yesterdaywith their wives, families and
children. Clive Smith, a former lance
corporal, will be hand-cycling for Team
GB. He was leading comrades through

Helmand province in 2010 when he
stood on a 130lb bomb, which blew his
legs off. He survived as the bomb had
been buried for a long time and the
earth absorbed most of the impact.
He said: “I had turned 25 in Septem-

ber and I got blownup inOctober. Iwas
a quarter of a century old and I had to
learn to walk again, but it’s an occupa-
tional hazard, sometimes it goeswrong.
My luck ran out that day but you have
to adapt because you can sit there and
getbitterand twistedabout it but it’snot
going to change anything.”
Prince Harry congratulated the

squad and said: “These men and
women here have achieved so much
already but being selected for this team
is another significantmilestone in their
life after injury.”

Lucy Holden
TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER, RICHARD POHLE

Pilot lost
control after
artificial arm
came off
Apilot lost control of a passenger plane
afterhis artificial armbecamedetached
as hewas coming in to land, an accident
report has said.
The detachment came as the Dash 8

aircraft, with 47 passengers on board,
was approachingBelfastCityAirport in
gusty conditions.
Shortly before, the 46-year-old cap-

tain on a Flybe flight fromBirmingham
had checked that his prosthetic lower
left arm was securely attached.
The Air Accidents Investigation

Branch (AAIB) report said the captain
haddisconnected theautopilot andwas
flying the aircraft manually.
It said that as hemade the flareman-

oeuvre—a stage of the landing shortly
before touchdown — “his prosthetic
limb became detached from the yoke
clamp, depriving him of control of the
aircraft”.
The captain considered getting the

co-pilot to take control but concluded
that, given the time available and the
challenging conditions, his best course
of action was to move his right hand
from the power levers on to the yoke to
regain control.
The report went on: “He did this, but

with power still applied and possibly a
gust affecting the aircraft, a normal
touchdown was followed by a bounce,
fromwhich the aircraft landedheavily.”
No one was hurt and the plane was

not damaged in the incident on the
evening of February 12.
The AAIB reported that the captain

had said that in future he would be
more cautious about checking the
attachment he may have dislodged the
latching mechanism.
Also, he said he would brief his co-

pilots about the possibility of a similar
event.
A spokeswoman for Flybe said: “The

senior captain referred to in this report
is one of Flybe’s most experienced and
trusted pilots. The airline confirms that
at no time was the safety of its passen-
gers or crew compromised in any way,
nor was the aircraft damaged.
“The airline is proud to be an equal

opportunities employer. This, in com-
mon with most airlines, means we do
employ staff with reduced physical
abilities. Where appropriate . . . this
does include pilots.”

Prince Harry addressing Team GB yesterday. The athletes will compete in the Invictus Games in London from September 10

An ironic tattoo on Mike Goody’s
right leg says: “I miss my friend”

‘These men and women
have achieved so
much already but this
is another milestone’
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Canoeists up the
creek as anglers
challenge right
to navigate rivers
There is absolutely nothing half so
much worth doing as messing about in
boats, as Rat advisedMole in TheWind
in the Willows.
Yet this ancientpastimecouldbe cur-

tailed on thousands of miles of rivers
after a legal challenge by anglers, who
hope to establish conclusively that the
law does not give canoeists a general
right of navigation.
The Angling Trust has sent a legal

letter before action to theBritishCanoe
Union, Canoe Wales and Canoe
England demanding that they stop
publishing information suggesting that
such a right exists on non-tidal water-
ways in England and Wales.
The trust is threatening, via Fish

Legal, its legal arm, to take thecanoeing
governing bodies to court to seek “de-
claratory relief” unless they remove
statements from their websites that it
says have encouraged a “recent up-
surge in unlawful canoeing”.
The trust argues that thousands of

canoeists have been misled into think-
ing that they have a right under medi-
eval law to paddle along any navigable
sections of the 41,000 miles of rivers in
England and Wales.
It says the right only exists on the

2,000 miles entrusted to the Canal &
River Trust and where canoeists have
negotiated access with landowners. In
Scotland, the Land ReformAct of 2003
gave the public the right to paddle
freely on most rivers.
The trust says Canoe England has

been running an “aggressive right-to-
paddle campaign” since 2006 that has
contributed to “widespread trespass”.
In a dossier supporting its legal case,

the trust says that on smaller rivers “the
unexpected arrival of even one or two
canoes sends the fish fleeing for cover
and ruins any prospect of sport for
paying anglers for several hours
“Concealment and stealth are key

skills as wild fish in clear water are ex-
tremely cautious creatures which will
stop feeding, or hide under banks, for
many hours if they are disturbed. A
sudden flotilla of canoes coming down
river is not only a danger to wading
anglers, and accidents have occurred, it
can also render fishing impossible.”
The trust also claims that water-

borne diseases and invasive species
such as the “killer shrimp” could be
“unwittingly transported on the
bottoms of small boats”.
Mark Lloyd, the trust’s chief execu-

tive, said trespass by canoeists was a
particular problem on the Teign and
Exe in Devon, the Trent in the
Midlands, the Lune in Cumbria and
Lancashire and the Teifi in southwest
Wales.
He said there had been a growing

number of angry confrontations
between anglers and canoeists “who
think they can paddle down a river and
if someone tells them not to they just
put two fingers up and carry on”. He
said the canoeists had been
emboldened by “vitriolic campaigners
including the Rev Douglas Caffyn.”
Dr Caffyn, a retired Anglican priest,

has published a thesis which argues
that a public right of navigation dates
back to 1189, was confirmed by Magna
Carta in 1215 and still applies.
“Mr Lloyd has never been willing to

meet me and has never set out why he
disagreeswithme,” he said, adding: “He
says the law is clear but the House of
Lords said it was not.”
He said the Lords sport and leisure

committee had recommended in 1973
that differing interpretations of the law
on rights of way on rivers should be re-
solved but that this had not happened.
Canoeists argue that the trust’s de-

mand that they negotiate access is not
practical as the rights fora riverareheld
bydifferent people andanyoneof them
couldblockanagreement.They sayan-
gling interests refuse to discuss it.

Ben Webster Environment Editor

A
swan named
Asboy is
terrorising
tourists on the
River Cam.

His father, nicknamed Mr
Asbo, had to be moved by
the river authorities in
Cambridge two years ago

after repeatedly attacking
rowers. Now the younger
swan is following suit,
pecking at punters who
get too close. According
to the Conservators of the
River Cam, so far he has
also attacked a canoeist
and a swimmer.

Like father,
like swan:
scare tactics
are in genes

Coastal nets stop salmon from breeding
Tom Knowles

Anglers are urging theUKgovernment
to take action to stop the rapid decline
in Atlantic salmon after the worst sum-
mer for fishing for the species in
memory.
The Salmon and Trout Association

has appealed for a limit on the number
of fish that canbecaughtbycoastalnet-
ting fisheries each year, which is pre-
venting large numbers of salmon from
swimming back to rivers to spawn. It is

also asking bankside fishermen to
throw back all the fish they catch.
In Scotland, many rivers have en-

dured a poor year, with the number of
salmon in theRiver Esk only two thirds
its average. In England and Wales, the
number estimated to be returning to
rivers in thepast twoyears is among the
lowest on record.
Last year only 19 of the 64 principal

UK rivers reached targets indicating
that enough salmon are returning to
breed, compared with 42 rivers in 2011.

Since the 1970s there has been a 40 per
cent decline.
Althoughanumberof reasons for the

decline have been cited, anglers believe
thatover-exploitationbycoastal fisher-
ies plays a large part. The netters have
argued that it would be unfair to force
them to stop killing salmon while an-
glers are doing the same thing.
The Department for Environment,

Food and Rural Affairs said: “We are
working closely with the Environment
Agency to conserve salmon stocks.”

GEOFF ROBINSON PHOTOGRAPHY
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Weary Christians camp out in churchyards and city streets
Tens of thousands of Iraqi Christians
who have fled to the Kurdish city of
Arbil after jihadists seized their villages
are camped out in the streets and in ur-
gent need of humanitarian assistance.
About 80,000 people have arrived in

the city in the past week, say local offi-
cials, joining the tens of thousands of
others who came in the weeks before-
hand, swelling Arbil’s population by
about 20 per cent and threatening its
ability to absorb them.
The Christian quarter of Ankawa is

overwhelmed by the influx and its
streets are filled with displaced people.
Families sit in patches of shade, tod-
dlers clutching water bottles, weary-
faced women in dresses and tracksuits
exchanging news while anxious men
hover nearby.
“It’s really heartbreaking that we

don’t see much sign of international
aid,” said Joe Stark, deputy director of
Human Rights Watch’s Middle East
and North Africa division. “And while
there is no mass movement into Arbil
rightnow,peoplecontinue to trickle in.”
The closer you get to a church, the

busier the streets become. The crowds
swell when they hear that a food deliv-
ery is due, and there is a mad rush to-
wards the church gates when it arrives.
Later, a stream of people emerge, some
carrying crates of water, others with

tins of tuna. The churchyard of St Jo-
seph Church is filled with piles of lug-
gage, clothing drying in the sun. All
around, therearepale-blue,UN-donat-
ed blankets strung up from trees in an
effort to provide some form of privacy

and shade for the groups of desperate
people.
There are refugees everywhere —

confused children eating stale bread,
mothers wiping their faces or fanning
their children in the heat. A few sit in
silence, looking stunned. Men crouch
in the shadewith their families, or carry
rubbish to anoverfilled dumpster in the
middle of the churchyard.
“Thankgod thatwehave theKurdish

regional government taking care of us,”
said Nashat Saadoun, a father of five
whose family is camped out in the yard.
“The church has been a big tent for us.”
Most of the people here have fled

from Qaraqosh, a town near Mosul
with a population of 40,000 that, until
fighters from the Islamic State, or Isis,
streamed in last week, was the largest
Christian settlement in Iraq. They
made up 97 per cent of the town’s popu-
lation, and could live freely. Now they
are among at least 1.2 million Iraqis on
the move.
Some had already been displaced

from surrounding Christian settle-
ments that had been overrun by Isis,
before they had to flee again when the
jihadists advanced and took the town

last week. “I’ve been displaced twice;
firstwhenmybabywas just six days old,
and again last week. And my daughter
is only two months old,” said Mariam
Muafaq, another of those sheltering in
the churchyard.
With the chance of returning to their

homes any time soon a distant pro-
spect, some of the refugees are begging
to be given sanctuary in the West.
“Theonly solution forChristians and

Yazidis is to take us outside the country
— the United States, Europe, any-
where. I don’t see any future for us here.
My neighbour betrayed us. And if you
can’t trust yourneighbour, howcanyou
stay?” said AbuAhmad, a father of two.
For the time being, however, leaving

is not an option, and preparations are
under way for the new arrivals to make
their stay in Arbil more permanent. A
short distance from the teeming
churchyard, a team of volunteers has
taken a more organised approach, fill-
ing a yard with donated tents and port-
able toilets.
There is a children’s play area, a huge

bucket of ice chilling countless water
bottles — and a set of speakers blaring
out cheerful music.

Sara Elizabeth Williams

Yazidi children in Sirnak, Turkey, are

Yazidi leader begs Kurds to
bomb women held as slaves
Thousands of captured women from
the Iraqi Yazidi sect are being held as
domestic slaves or sold to traffickers to
work in brothels across the Middle
East, according to Kurdish intelligence
sources. Others, they say, have been
forced to marry Isis fighters.
It is thought that at least 1,200

women were kidnapped from the city
ofSinjar aloneby fighters fromthemili-
tant group, which is also known as
Islamic State. Thousands more were
taken hostage from other towns and
villages in the early hours of August 3.
Two schools in Tel Afar and Mosul

city are being used asmakeshift prisons
for the women — and some Yazidi
leaders have beggedKurdish fighters to
bomb the prisons, believing that it is
better that thewomenhave anhonour-
able death than face a life of captivity,
rape and enduring humiliation.
“Awell-knownYazidi leader calledus

up and begged us to call in airstrikes on
the schools,” a Kurdish intelligence
source told The Times. “They asked us
to help them kill their women. They
would rather they die than face a future
as slaves.”
Intelligence officers say they have

received information that some of the
women are being sold to human traf-
fickers for between $500 (£300) and
$3,000. Traffickers will then sell on the
olderwomenasdomestic slavesand the
younger women as sex workers in
brothels around the Middle East.
Some of thewomen are also believed

tohavebeen forced intomarriageswith
fighters from Isis, which enforces a
harsh interpretation of Islamic teach-
ings. Yazidis are viewed as heretics.
At the Iraqi-Turkish border, Yazidi

menwho fled the group’s onslaught are

desperate for any news of their missing
female relatives and friends. Nadum
Basi Murad managed to cross the bor-
der into Turkey, where he is now living
alongside hundreds of others in the
makeshift Nerwon camp. He has not
heard from his daughter and grand-
daughters since Isis entered their home
in the village of Borruk ten days ago.
“Aneighbour calledme to say that he

had seen them being taken away by the
extremists,” he said. “They put them in
pick-up trucks. I try to call her every
hour, but I can’t reach her.”
In the stifling daytime heat of the

camp, the men of Sinjar gather in

patches of shade to share their fears.
Theycandonothingbut talkandworry
about the women they left behind as
they fled the advancing Isis fighters.
Hamid Karim could barely lift his

head as he spoke of his elderly mother,
left on her own in her house in Sinjar as
the younger andmore able-bodied fled.
He is still in contact with her, and she
has reassured him that she is safe, for
now, but he fears the day when she will
no longer pick up her phone. “The
system of security there has been com-
pletely destroyed,” he said. “There is
kidnapping and killing everywhere.
Nowhere is safe any more.”

The women in Nerwon camp know
that they themselves narrowly avoided
kidnap. FatimaOmar, 44, a bright-eyed
and vigorous housewife from Borruk,
said that in the moments before she
slammed her car door shut and sped
away she had seen her neighbour and
friend Farida being taken from her
house by Isis gunmen. “There was no
one to help us,” she said. “No one knew
where to run to. We are just asking for
someone to help the people who are
still there, by planes or anything.”
Two weeks ago Aliyas Hajji Moray, a

civil servant, and his wife Fatima, a
beauty salon owner, were a prosperous
young couple living in Deugry. Now
they are sleeping in a communal tent in
Nerwon camp, their space marked out
by a single rug. They are still dazed by
the speed at which their fortunes
diverged from those of their friends.
“We were sitting smoking shisha to-

gether, and I got a phone call to say that
thousands of Islamic State fighters
were moving towards Deugry,” said
Aliyas. “Our friends didn’t believe it, so
they stayed there. Two days later, we
got a phone call from his brother. He is
dead, andhiswife has beenkidnapped.”
A total of 40,000 Yazidi people used

to live in Deugry but just one other
family has made it to Nerwon camp.
Khadida Ali and his wife Baseya have
marked out their space in the tent
next to Aliyas and Fatima. The two
families didn’t know each other before
they came to Norwen, but their shared
and terrible knowledge of what has
happened in their home town has
bound them together.
“Even the Christians had better

choices than us,” said Khadida, as the
two families drank tea together. “We
could only run, be kidnapped, or die.”
David Aaronovitch, page 17
Leading article, page 20
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Syrian rebels
prepare for
last stand as
Isis closes in

Isis militants, backed with heavy
weaponry seized from the battlefield in
Iraq, are closing in on the Syrian city of
Aleppo, threatening to wipe out the
mainstream rebellion against the
Assad regime.
The fighters,manyof them foreign ji-

hadists, seized a number of towns and
villages northofAleppoyesterday after
fierceclasheswith rebels fromthewest-
ern-backed Free Syrian Army and the
Islamic Front, a merger of seven rebel
groups.
The latest conquests bring them

within 30miles ofAleppo, where rebels
are surrounded on three sides by forces
loyal to President Assad, and preparing
for what could a desperate last stand—
for both the city and the uprising that
they began three years ago. “If we lose
Aleppo then the revolution is lost,” said
Abdurrahman al-Halaby, a spokesman
for the Islam Army, part of the Islamic
Front. “Syria will be left to the extrem-
ists and to Assad.”
The offensive by Isis, also known as

Islamic State, is part of a larger strategy
to seize territory along the border with
Turkey, cutting off supply lines from
rival rebel groups. Its lightning advance
has been helped by the quantities of
American-supplied tanks, armoured
vehicles and heavy weaponry it plun-
dered from Iraqi army bases after its
seizure of Iraq’s second city,Mosul, and
a swathe of the north and west.
President Assad’s forces have largely

avoided a confrontation with Isis, cal-
culating that infighting between rival
rebels groups would weaken both. In
reality, it appears only to have weaken-
ed the mainstream rebels.
Rebel commanders say they blame

Britain, the United States and other
allies for allowing Isis to flourish un-
checked by failing to arm them. They
say they fear that, like the beleaguered
minorities in northern Iraq, where the
US has launched airstrikes, they too
facemassacre if Isis stormsAleppo. “To
them we are all infidels,” Abu Khadeir,
a commander in the beseiged city, said.
“Everyone will be killed.”
Mr al-Halaby said he feared intensi-

fied air strikes in northern Iraq would
serve only to push Isis into regrouping
in Syria, further endangering themain-
stream rebel movement.
He noted that Isis commanders had

initially rallied their troops to storm the
Kweires airbase inAleppoandmakeoff
with regime weaponry, but chose in-
stead to sweep through the strategic
townsofAkhtarinandTurkmanBareh,
north of Aleppo, all but severing rebel
supply lines. “They choose to fight us
before the regime,” he said. “They are
killing Syrians the same as Iraqis, but
no one is helping us here.”
The only remaining route out of the

city for the rebels is a four-mile wide
corridor to thenortheast,where the Isis
fighters are now poised.
Mainstream rebel commanders are

already stockpiling food supplies in
Aleppo in an effort to forestall the
shortages and starvation that ultimate-
ly brought the city of Homs — the
cradle of the uprising against theAssad
regime — to its knees.

Catherine Philp Beirut
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able to forget their troubles for a moment. Their parents are filled with dread over what has become of those left behind, facing death or enslavement under Isis

Tough time for president who vowed to end dumb wars
Analysis David Taylor, Washington

S
o far, the family
holiday is not
proving to be much
of a break for
President Obama.

He might have hoped that
announcing airstrikes
against jihadists in Iraq,
before heading for Martha’s
Vineyard, would be enough
to buy him some time off.
Yet the man who was
elected on a promise to end
dumb wars now faces a set
of bad choices.
Last night, criticism of his

timid approach to foreign
policy followed him, with
Hillary Clinton, who went
public at the weekend with
open ridicule of his “don’t
do stupid stuff” doctrine,
showed up at the same
birthday party.
Mrs Clinton’s advisers

had to move quickly to
prevent an outbreak of the

old poisonous sniping from
the election campaign days
by insisting that she meant
no criticism and that she
looked forward to “hugging
it out” when they met at the
Vineyard Golf Club.
But keeping Mrs Clinton

quiet does not end Mr
Obama’s unforeseen woes
in Iraq.
“America is coming to

help,” he promised the
stranded Yazidis last week,
even as he reassured his
own people: “I will not
allow the United States to
be dragged into fighting
another war in Iraq.”
Now he has the dilemma:

does he merely half-save
those civilians he said were
facing almost certain death,
or does he orchestrate a
mission to get them to
safety?
Inside the White House

there is talk of creating a
humanitarian corridor to
get the refugees safely off
the Sinjar mountains. From
a military perspective,
though, such an effort is
seen as a massive
undertaking involving
thousands of troops,
forward air control,
major air cover and
special forces
ready to carry out
rapid emergency
helicopter
responses.
“People are

obsessed
with this
idea at
the
state
depart-
ment
because
they have no
idea what it

means or how much it
costs,” one former
Pentagon insider said.
“There is not a lot of
informed consumption of
defence policy inside of the
White House, but a
humanitarian corridor is
war fighting, however you
look at it.”
Another 130 US Marines

and special operations
forces have gone to Iraq to

make a rapid
assessment.

Theoretically, the
Yazidis could be pulled
out from the Sinjar
mountains under the
protection of armed

Kurds and Iraqis on
the ground,
supported by US
advice and air
power above.

In the longer
term, however,

Mr Obama likes the model
used in Mali to push back
extremists, where the
French did the fighting and
the US provided air support.
In the least-bad scenario

in Iraq, Kurdish and Iraqi
forces, backed with US
arms and advice, would
push back Isis. Then a
strange alliance ranging
from the Saudis to the
Turks and even the Iranians
could try to help a newly
unified Iraq thwart the
threat of the militant group.
Unfortunately, the

weakness of the Iraqi
government and the
ambition of Isis to attack
the West complicates the
picture. If US aid workers
or State Department
officials come under attack
from Isis, the use of
American combat troops
may become irresistible.
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Mubarak defends
his actions in court
CairoHosni Mubarak, Egypt’s
deposed dictator, defended his
record yesterday at the end of his
trial for the alleged murder of
hundreds of protesters during the
uprising that overthrew him
(Catherine Philp writes).
Sitting in a wheelchair,

Mubarak, 86, read from a lengthy
statement. He told the court: “As
my life approaches its end, thank
God I have a good conscience,
and I am satisfied I spent it in
defence of Egypt.”
Human Rights Watch blamed

the current president, Abdul
Fattah el-Sisi, for the killings of
more than 1,000 protesters after
the overthrow of Islamist
president Mohammed Morsi.

Mountain rescue team
sent to deliver baby
Tyrol A mountain rescue team
accompanied by a gynaecologist
climbed 2,500 metres (8,200 feet)
to deliver a baby in the Austrian
Alps. The mother, who runs a
climbers’ mountain hut, went into
labour prematurely but could not
be brought down by helicopter
because of bad weather. She was
brought to a pasture at Kartitsch
in Tyrol, 150km (93 miles) from
Innsbruck, where she gave birth.

Clumsy pedestrian is
stabbed in the heart
Toronto A man aged 33 was in a
critical condition in hospital after
he was stabbed in the heart,
apparently for bumping into two
pedestrians while sending a text
message, police said. The
altercation was captured on
closed-circuit television cameras
in the area and a man aged 27
was arrested soon afterwards.
Police were last night searching
for the second man. (AFP)

Steward assaulted
woman afraid of flying
Paris A Malaysian Airlines flight
attendant has been remanded in
custody in Paris after admitting
that he sexually assaulted a
female passenger who was scared
of flying (Adam Sage writes). The
unnamed steward admitted
taking advantage of the
passenger’s fear by encouraging
her to lie down in an unoccupied
row of seats and then trying to
force her to have sex with him.

Threesome break into
Pompeii for brothel sex
Rome A Frenchman aged 32 and
two Italian women aged 29 and
30 broke into the site of Pompeii
with the intention of having sex
in what may once have been an
ancient Roman brothel. They
were spotted on CCTV and
detained. “We came on holiday to
Naples with the sole purpose of
having sex in this haven of eros,”
the Frenchman said, according to
a report in Il Mattino.

Turkish women dig
their high heels in
Istanbul Turkish women have
begun posting pictures of their
shoes in an internet campaign
against sexism, inspired by an
opposition MP’s speech. Aylin
Nazliaka threatened to throw one
of her shoes at her fellow
deputies, saying: “The devil inside
me tells me to take off my shoe
and throw it at you. But I look at
my shoe and I look at you and
say, ‘It’s not worth it’.” (AFP)Villager’s nose bitten off in attack by hungry wolves

A pack of ravenous wolves enticed
by the smell of sheep kept by
Chinese villagers turned instead on
the residents. Six of themwere injured,
including one who had his nose
ripped off.
The five wolves, thought to have

been enticed by the scent of the
sheep, stole into the village of Kalazhu-
ole, in Xinjiang, the far-western region
of China, at 2am on Tuesday. Their
howling woke the inhabitants, who

rushed out to protect their sheep but
found themselves confronting a starv-
ing pack.
The authorities, aware of the threat

to livestock posed by wolves in the
region, assembleda squadof30hunters
and police to track and kill the wolves,
but they found nothing.
Wolves are common in Xinjiang

and incidents such as this are not
unusual — recent bans on hunting
have caused the wolf population
to rise.
Government statistics suggest that

at least 5,000 cattle a year are killed

by wolves, although hundreds of
attacks on sheep and goats go
unreported.
Confrontations between wolves

andhumansareon the rise as construc-
tion work reduces the size of the
animals’ habitat and their capacity to
find food.
Attacks in summerare rare, however:

it is in winter, when food supplies are at
their lowest, that the wolves’ hunger
drives them into villages.
China had one of the world’s largest

wolf populations until numbers were
reduced by hunting in the 1970s.

Kiev blocks Putin’s aid convoy
A convoy of 262 Russian military
lorries stopped less than 200 miles
from the border yesterday as diplo-
matic brinkmanship prolonged uncer-
tainty over whether the Kremlin was
bringing urgently needed relief or open
war to east Ukraine.
The Russian foreign ministry dis-

missed as “absurd” suggestions that the
two-mile convoy,whichMoscow insists
is ahumanitarianmissionunder theae-
gis of the Red Cross, “may be used as a
pretext for a Russian armed invasion”.
However, Ukrainian politicians

described the column, which left the
Moscow region on Tuesday without
Kiev’s knowledge, as a “cynical” provo-
cation. A Red Cross spokesman in
Ukraine said the route of the Russian
convoy “is not known”.

Arseniy Yatseniuk, the Ukrainian
prime minister, said: “The level of Rus-
sian cynicism knows no bounds. First
they send tanks,Gradmissiles andban-
dits who fire on Ukrainians and then
they send water and salt.”
The Ukrainian government sent its

own separate humanitarian convoy to
the besieged rebel-controlled city of
Luhansk yesterday.
The number of dead in east Ukraine

has risen alarmingly in the past two
weeks, according to “very conserva-
tive” estimates released by the UN’s
human rights office yesterday.
A spokeswoman said that the overall

toll from the four-month conflict has
almost doubled to at least 2,086.
Kiev and western intelligence agen-

cies have repeatedly accused Russia of
supplying fighters and heavy military
equipment to the insurgency in east
Ukraine. Several of the rebellion’s most

prominent leaders have been Russians.
One of them, Igor Strelkov, the main
military commander of the rebel Don-
etsk People’s Republic, was reported
wounded in action last night.
Three civilians died in shelling in a

southwestern suburb of the city, close
to the government’s designated “hu-
manitarian corridor” for fleeing resi-
dents. A fighter calling himself “The
Sibnerian” at the last rebel checkpoint
on the route, claimed that the neigh-
bourhood had come under fire from
howitzers, white phosphorous shells
and Ukrainian troops with rifles.
President Putin flew into Crimea,

annexed from Ukraine in March after
a Russian covert military operation, to
attend a meeting of the Russian
national security council.
He has previously said that humani-

tarian aid is required in Ukraine
because of the “catastrophic” situation

in besieged rebel-controlled cities of
Luhansk and Donetsk.
Analysts said that the lorries’ main

purpose may be to reassure Russian
domestic opinion. The proportion of
Russians who support military inter-
vention in eastern Ukraine dropped
from40per cent to 26per cent between
June and July, according to the inde-
pendent Levada Center polling agency.
Support for humanitarian aid to the re-
gion has remained constant at around
to 90 per cent.
TheRussianKamaz lorries arrived in

the central Russian city of Voronezh
late on Tuesday but failed to depart as
expected the next morning amid un-
certainty as to their destination.
Svyatoslav Tsigalko, a spokesman for

President Poroshenko of Ukraine, said
that Russia had rejected a proposal for
itsaid tobereloadedontoRedCross lor-
ries at a Ukrainian-controlled crossing.

China
Leo Lewis Beijing

Ukraine
Ben Hoyle Donetsk

Victims of the wolf attack in Kalazhuole
were treated at a local hospital

T
ourists are flocking
to the Aeolian
Island of Stromboli
off northern Sicily

to watch a spectacular
display by Mount
Stromboli, one of Europe’s
most active volcanoes,
which has been spewing
molten lava into the sea.
The eruption began on

Friday and has been
sending n arrow flows of
lava snaking down the
3,034ft mountain. The
meeting of hot lava and
water sends giant plumes
of vapour into the sky.
Stromboli has been

erupting continuously
since 1932. Its last major
explosion was in 2009.
Seismic activity in the

area has increased. Mount
Etna, on Sicily, has
erupted twice in the past
few weeks. There have
also been minor tremors
in the Adriatic Sea and on
mainland Italy.

Stromboli
attracts
lava lovers
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Part of the Russian military convoy of 262 vehicles, which the Kremlin insists is carrying aid, has ground to a halt less than 200 miles from the Ukraine border
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Six climbers fall
to their deaths
on Mont Blanc
Six climbers were found dead onMont
Blanc yesterday after they fell about
400 metres in the latest tragedy on
western Europe’s highest mountain
this summer.
The victims, all French, were four

men and a woman on a climbing holi-
day in the Alps and their guide. Their
deaths follow criticism from local
authorities that ill-equipped tourists
have been taking increasing and un-
necessary risks on Mont Blanc.
However, observers said that the

guide who accompanied the party was

an experienced climber who was
familiar withMont Blanc. Hewas lead-
ing the holidaymakers, who were aged
between 27 and 45 and roped together,
from the Argentière refuge on Mont
Blanc to the Aiguille d’Argentière peak
at 3,902 metres (12,800 feet).
They were taking part in a trip orga-

nised by the FrenchUnion ofOpenAir
Sports Centres.
FredLaurenzio,who runs theArgen-

tière refuge, said that the guide “did this
climbevery fortnight.Heknewthe itin-
erary very well.”
The group had left at 4am on Tues-

day morning, and were expected back
that afternoon. “When we didn’t see
them come back at 5pm, we decided to
call the gendarmerie’s high-mountain
team from Chamonix to carry out re-
connaissance.”
The bodies of the climbers were

found yesterday in a crevasse beneath
the Flèche Rousse ridge at a height of
about 3,500 metres.
It was not clear whether the climbers

had slipped while they were roped to-
gether, or had been caught in an
avalanche.
Mr Laurenzio said that there was no

mobile telephone network on the Ar-
gentière side slopes, which meant that
itwasa “blackzoneas farasgettinghelp
is concerned”.
“If there is a small problem, it can be-

come a very big problem because you
have to go down and reach the refuge
on your own to call for help.”
He said that the group must have

encountered a problem since it ap-
peared that they had made an attempt
to climb back down the mountain at
night. Local newspapers suggested that
the weathermay have suddenly turned
on the party.
“Where theywere found, thatmeans

they had a 400-metre fall on a 40-
degree slope,” he said.
Christian Trommsdorff, the vice-

chairman of the French Society of
Mountain Guides, said he was mysti-
fied by the accident — the worst on
Mont Blanc since 2012, when nine
climbers, including three Britons, died
when they were hit by an avalanche.
He described the route taken by the

group as “classic and not at all difficult”.
Six climbers died on Mont Blanc in

July, including two Irish men.
Jean-Marc Peillex, the mayor of the

nearby town of Saint-Gervais-les-
Bains, warned last month that a
growing number of climbers were
unprepared for the dangers of the
mountain.
He spoke out after an American

father tried to take his two children,
aged 9 and 11, up Mont Blanc to try to
get them into Guinness World Records.
Patrick Sweeney filmed his children on
video as they were hit by a small ava-
lanche high on the peak, and turned
back. Mr Peillex criticised his reckless-
ness, and the French mountain guides’
federation said that the only world
record Mr Sweeney deserved was one
for stupidity.

France
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Polanski
pulls out of
awards to
avoid protest

Roman Polanski has pulled out of a
Swiss film festival after local politicians
called for a boycott over the unresolved
child abuse case against the director in
the United States.
The 80-year-old Oscar-winner had

been due to receive a lifetime award,
introduce his filmVenus in Fur and give
a masterclass at the Locarno film festi-
val this week.
Although safe fromarrest in Switzer-

land after successfully defeating an
attempt to deport him four years ago,
Polanksi decided to remain at home in
Paris to defuse the row between sup-
porters and opponents of his visit.
The film director fled the US before

he could be sentenced after pleading
guilty in 1977 to unlawful sex with a
minor after a drug-fuelled photoshoot
witha 13-year-oldgirl.There is still aUS
warrant for his arrest.
“I am sorry to informyou that having

considered the extent to which my
planned appearance at the Locarno
festival provokes tensions and contro-
versies among those opposed to my
visit . . . it is with a heavy heart that I
must cancelmy visit,” Polanski said in a
letter published on the festival’s web-
site. “I am deeply saddened to dis-
appoint you.”
The local section of the Christian

Democratic People’s Party had called
on delegates of the local parliament to
boycott the festival’s opening. It said
Polanski’s artistic output could not be
viewed separately from his private life.
Firenzo Dadò, a Christian Democrat

politician, described Polanski on Face-
bookasa “paedophilewhodruggedand
raped a girl and is now being received
with full honours”.
Carlo Chatrian, the festival’s Italian

director, said that Polanski’s decision
saddened him deeply and that partici-
pantswould be “deprived ofmeeting an
extraordinary artist”.
Polanski was arrested in 2009 when

he went to receive a lifetime achieve-
ment award at the Zurich film festival.
He spent a year under house arrest at
the chalet he owns in Gstaad before
Swiss authorities rejected theUSextra-
dition request.

Switzerland
David Charter Berlin

JULES COX/SOLENT NEWS

Quick-thinking by passengers stops
train plummeting into Swiss ravine

Passengers aboard a Swiss train told
yesterday how they had to crowd into
the rear of one of the carriages to stop it
plunging into anAlpine ravine after the
train was derailed by a landslide.
Police said that 11peoplewere injured

after the eight-carriage train, which
was travelling between the mountain
resort of St Moritz and the regional
capital of Chur, ploughed into rocks
and mud left by a landslide on the line
in a densely wooded area. None of the
200 passengers aboard was killed,
despite the accident leaving one
carriage in the ravine and another
hanging precariously over the edge.
Passengers said they had joined

forces to prevent the second carriage
slipping into the ravine by pressing

towards the rear. “The train made an
emergency stop in the middle of no-
where,” Stevens Bockor told the news
website 20 Minuten. “We all rushed to
the back of the carriage to put all of our
weight there, so that it did not tip into
the abyss.”
Four rescue helicopters were sent to

the area, which is difficult to reach by
road, to help to carry the passengers to
safety. Scores of others who were able
towalkmade theirwaydown the line to
the town of Tiefencastel.
The region had experienced heavy

rains in recent days — waterlogged
earth is a common cause of landslides.
Five people were seriously injured

and another six sustained slight inju-
ries, said Anita Senti, a spokeswoman
forGraubunden police. All 200 passen-
gers had been recovered without
further incident, she added.

Switzerland
David Charter

Merkel rejects official desk
for a modest writing table

Angela Merkel has said that she hates
the enormous desk she inherited from
her predecessor Gerhard Schröder in
the German chancellory, so she works
from a small writing table next to it.
In keeping with the humble image

that she likes to portray, the German
chancellor said that she found Mr
Schröder’s choice of the four-metre
black desk “strange”.
She has also removed a postmodern

painting of a falling eagle by Georg
Baselitz from the wall and replaced
it with a portrait of Konrad Adenauer,
the first chancellor of postwar West
Germany. She chose the portrait, by
Oskar Kokoschka, because it was “a
very intense painting that reminds me
of the history of Germany”.
Mrs Merkel gave an insight into her

office for a video which invites visitors
in for the chancellory’s annual open
day at the end of themonth. It was per-
haps intended to reinforce her modest
style compared to her bombastic Social
Democratic Party predecessor.
“The gigantic desk I found a bit

strange so I have decided to do my
normal work from a table in front of it
and not sit at this desk,”MrsMerkel, 60,
said. “Ionlysit there tomakephonecalls
with foreign government partners.”
The chancellory is ten times the size

of theWhite House. Its modern cuboid
appearance has led Berliners to nick-
name it the Washing Machine.
While she is not keen on the desk,

Mrs Merkel does like her large office
with itsgrandviewsoverBerlin. “I espe-
cially like the size of the room because
I never had an office as big as this with
such a nice views of the Tiergarten and
to the Reichstag,” she said.

Germany
David Charter Berlin

Cubs scout Young bears race each other up a tree in Kainuu wilderness, Finland

Aiguille
d'Argentière

Flèche Rousse

Refuge
d'Argentière

Route

Bodies found in
crevasse 400m
beneath Flèche
Rousse

Five people suffered serious injuries
when the train hit landslide debris
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Hotel robots deliver newspapers
Guests at a hotel in Silicon Valley
are about to be greeted by the
world’s first robot butler when they
enter the lobby.
From next week, two automated

“Botlrs” — a cross between R2-D2
(the little robot that featured in Star
Wars) and Jeeves—will be onduty at
theAloftHotel inCupertino, Califor-
nia, near the Apple headquarters.
The robots are three feet tall, weigh

less than 100lbs and travel at human
walking pace.
They look a bit like the bottomhalf

of a water cooler, and will carry out
tasks traditionally given to human
bellhops, such as delivering items
including newspapers and phone
chargers to guests’ rooms, or calling
elevators.
The devices have been developed

by Savioke, a start-up company
whose investors include Google.
They use a combination of sensors

and internet connectivity tonavigate,
and Savioke hopes that similar
machines will one day be a common
sight in places such as hospitals and
old peoples’ homes.
“We do not intend to

create a race of robot over-
lords.Rather,wewill create
robots thatenablepeople to
do more — to stretch out-
side the bounds of our
bodies, to do things we
could never do or can no
longer do,” the company’s
website says.
Its mission, it says, is “to

create robots so easy to use
that everyone, including
persons with disabilities,
could use them to improve
their lives.”
The Aloft chain,

where the robots will
be tested, is owned by
StarwoodHotels, which
also operates theWestin
and Sheraton chains.

Last year, a study by Oxford Uni-
versity suggested that nearly half of
the jobs in America are at risk of dis-
appearing because of technology. It

cited advances in machine learn-
ingand theplummetingcost
of computing power as
pivotal factors.
So far, domestic robots

have been most visible in
carrying out relatively
mundane tasks, such as
operating a vacuumcleaner.
However, technologists

have lofty ambitions, with
Google unveiling a proto-
type of a driverless car
in May.

Starwood insists that its
robot butlers are not
designed to replace
humans. “It is certainly
not replacing our staff
— it is augmenting our
ability to service the
needs of our custom-

ers,” a spokesman said.

United States
Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

No mercy for snoopers A camera studying great white sharks off Mexico was attacked
six times but survived to tell the tale. Scientists know little about the species’ behaviour

Poorly paid new jobs widen wealth gap

The gap between wealthy and poor
Americans has widened and record
numbers of people are worried about
the future faced by their children.
The findings from two separate

studies reveal thedamaging effects of
the financial crisis five years after the
US was said to be out of recession.
One report, commissioned by 30

mayors ofAmerica’s biggest cities, re-
veals that the wealth gap has grown
as income distribution is increasingly
skewed towards top earners.
According to the study, thewealth-

iest 20 per cent of households earned

43.6 per cent of thenation’s income in
1975, while the poorest had a share of
4.3 per cent. That disparity has
grown, with the richest households
earning 51 per cent of the nation’s
income in 2012 while the poorest
households earned 3.2 per cent.Most
of the income gain benefitted the top
5 per cent of earners.
The study also found that most

new jobs are poorly paid. Theaverage
annual income of jobs lost between
2008 and 2009 was $61,637, com-
pared with $47,171 for those created
during the second quarter of 2014,
representing a pay cut of 23 per cent.
The mayors involved in the study

insisted theywereworkingon finding

solutions, from pushing for higher
wages and creating more affordable
housing to expanding pre-school
education programmes and widen-
ing internet access in poor areas.
“The aspiration and the belief

that we have to do things like that is
whatunitesus,” saidBill deBlasio, the
New York mayor.
Another study found that 76 per

cent of adults do not feel confident
that their children’s generation will
have a better life than they do — a
record high. Moreover, 71 per cent of
those questioned feel that America is
on the wrong track while 60 per cent
say it is in decline, according to the
Wall Street Journal/NBC News poll.

United States
Devika Bhat Washington

Presidential contender dies
as plane crashes into homes

A leading candidate in Brazil’s forth-
coming elections was killed yester-
day when his private plane crashed
into a residential area of the port city
of Santos.
Eduardo Campos, 49, the head of

theBrazilian Socialist Party, was run-
ning in thirdplace for thepresidential
elections inOctoberandwasheading
for a campaign rally in the coastal
town when his Cessna 560 XL
crashed in bad weather.
Television images showed that a

block of houses had been reduced to
smoking rubble by the impact, with
flames shooting out of the windows
of neighbouring houses.
The aircraft’s crew and a photo-

grapher travelling with the candidate
were all reported to have been killed.
The former governor of the north-

eastern state of Pernambuco was
trailing with about 10 per cent of the
vote. President Rousseff is leading
the election race on 38 per cent, and
Aecio Neves, a Social Democrat, in
second place with about 23 per cent.
Mr Campos’s aircraft lost contact

with air traffic control as it was com-
ing in to land, the air force said in a
statement. The crash was initially
reportedas ahelicopterplunging into
a gymnasium and houses, but

officials later said that it was the
presidential candidate’s private jet.
Mr Campos had made slight gains

in recent polls with his image as a
business-friendly leftist. He was a
former ally of Mrs Rousseff, who at
one time was aMarxist guerrilla. She
is expected to have to face a run-off
to gain re-election.
The Socialist Party said that

Marina Silva, Mr Campos’s running
mate andoneof the country’s leading
environmentalists, was not on board.
It was not immediately clearwhether
she would take his place as presiden-
tial candidate.
She ranonan independent ticket in

the last election in 2010, when she
won 20 million votes, but had
abandoned her own campaign this

time to join forces with Mr Campos.
Firefighters in Santos – a portmost

famous for its football team, forwhich
Pelé played — said that at least ten
people were injured in the crash.
Mr Campos’s aircraft was flying

from Rio de Janeiro to Guaruja
airport, close to Santos, Pedro Luís
Farcic, an aviation authority spokes-
man, said.
“As it was preparing to land, the

plane camedowndue to badweather.
Air traffic control then lost contact
with the aircraft,” he said.
Thiago Fernandes, the owner of a

nearby restaurant, said the blast had
smashed his front windows. “I was
working in the restaurant and there
was a very loud boom, like nothing I
had ever heard. All the windows
broke. Later they told us that an air-
craft had fallen on the pool of a gym-
nasium,” he told Globo News TV.
MrCampos, a father of five, was an

economist by training and the grand-
son of a Pernambuco politician who
fled the country during the 1964-85
military dictatorship. Yesterday
marked the 50th anniversary of his
grandfather’s arrest and exile.
In 2007Mr Campos was elected as

governor of Pernambuco, which was
also home to the popular former
president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva,
who appointed him science and tech-
nology minister in 2004.

Brazil
James Hider Sao Paulo

The aircraft hit a residential area
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Survivors’ blood could be used to cure ebola
Liberia
Jerome Starkey Africa Correspondent

Doctors in West Africa should harvest
the blood of ebola survivors to treat
patients who have the deadly disease,
according to one of the world’s leading
infectious disease experts.
Professor David Heymann, who led

the global response to the Sars out-
break in2003, said that antibodies from
the blood of survivors could help sick
patients to overcome the virus.
TheWorldHealthOrganisation says

that 1,069 people have died of ebola
since the outbreak began inMarch, and
a total of 1,069 people have contracted
the disease. Seven patients treated

with “immune serum” made from
survivors’ blood in the 1990s
survived, but itwasnotaprovenclinical
trial, Professor Heymann said. His
suggestion came as a panel of experts
from the World Health Organisation
ruled that it was ethical to use experi-
mental treatments, given the scale of
the outbreak.
Canada pledged to donate 1,000 dos-

es of an unproven vaccine to the worst
affected countries, while two doctors in
Liberia are due to receive an experi-
mental serum, known as ZMapp, made
from antibodies grown on tobacco
plants.
“If you survive, it means your body

has been able to develop an immune

mechanism to get rid of the infection,”
Professor Heymann said.
Preparing the serum was relatively

simple and could be carried out in or
near the isolation wards, he said. “It
takes a centrifuge and somebody who
knows how to take blood and how to
separate the clear part from the red
blood cells,” he added.
Antibodies were contained in the

clear part of the blood, which could
then be injected back into sick patients,
“like a blood transfusion” without any
risk of rejection, he said.
Professor Heymann, head of infec-

tious disease epidemiology at the
London School of Hygiene and Tropi-
cal Medicine, first collected “immune

serum” from 13 survivors of the first re-
corded outbreak in what was then
Zaire, in 1976. The government of the
Democratic Republic of Congo did the
same thing in 1995, he said, and used it
to treat seven patients, who survived.
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone

have borne the brunt of the present
outbreak, while three people have died
in Nigeria, including a nurse and a dip-
lomat. Suspected cases in Canada,
Hong Kong and Saudi Arabia all tested
negative.TheWHOsaidyesterday that
Kenya was a “high-risk country”,
becauseNairobi is a transport hubwith
direct flights to West Africa.
“The countries need to be transpar-

ent in the decision-making process. If

they want to do the the trials they
assume the responsibility to do them
right,” Professor Heymann said. “They
need to consider if they can do it safely,
and if they can’t they need to call in ex-
perts. There are a number of institu-
tions in theUK that would bewilling to
help.”
Two American missionaries who

contracted ebola in Liberia were flown
to Atlanta and treated with ZMapp.
Friends said that bothof themrespond-
ed, but a Spanish priest, Father Miguel
Pajares, 75, died after receiving it.
China’s ambassador to Sierra Leone

said that seven Chinese doctors and a
nurse who had treated ebola patients
had been quarantined.

Casting a wide net A fisherman in West Java, Indonesia, uses a local technique to catch catfish from a thin raft, throwing his net and snatching it back up again. The fish are deep fried and served with sambal

Bomb disposal team killed in Gaza
Israel
Bel Trew, Gregg Carlstrom

AGazan bomb disposal squad and two
journalistswhowere filming themwere
killed when an unexploded missile
detonated as they worked on it yester-
day.
The squad of three died in Beit Lahi-

ya, a town in northern Gaza that has
been the site of some of the heaviest
fighting during the month-long offen-
sive.
Also killed were Simone Camilli, an

Italian cameraman with Associated
Press, andAliAbuAfash, his translator.
Hazem Abu Mourad, 39, the bomb

squad’s deputy leader, was one of those
who died. He told The Times last week
that he estimated there were 1,000
unexploded bombs littering the strip
and said that the squad was pitifully
poorly equipped to dispose of them
safely.
The European Union used to provide

the police with bomb-disposal equip-
ment, but stopped because of the Israeli

siege imposed after Hamas took power.
“During the firstwar, in2008-09,we lost
all our stores of equipment and tools, as
police stations were targeted by Israeli
missiles,” Mr AbuMourad had said. “So
we’re forced to go dressed like this,” the
fatherof fiveadded,gesturing tohis shirt
and slacks. Some go out in flip-flops
and T-shirts.
The 40members of his team have

spent days trawling through rubble,
sometimes under fire, to hunt for the
projectiles. “We do this
entirely unprotected.
We do not have the full
shield gear, which

absorbs a small amount of the explo-
sion,” Mr Abu Mourad said.
The explosion happened shortly

before a three-day ceasefire was due to
expire at midnight. Israeli and Palestin-

ian negotiators are holding indi-
rect talks in Cairo during the
lull; it was unclear whether
both sides would agree to ex-
tend it, and the Israeli army
said it was prepared to renew
bombings if no agreement

were reached.
Yuval Steinitz,

Israel’s intelligence
minister, said his gov-
ernmentwouldnot re-
sume negotiations for
a Palestinian state un-
less Gaza were demili-

tarised. “It’s a precondi-
tion for any peace settle-
ment,” he said. “If the
armingofGaza is irrevers-
ible . . . nobodywill consid-
er creating a similar situa-
tion in the West Bank.”

Sudanese face sanctions as
devastating famine looms
South Sudan
Jerome Starkey Africa Correspondent

South Sudan’s warring leaders have
been told they will face sanctions
from the United Nations Security
Council if they fail to shelve “personal
agendas” which are jeopardising peace
talks as the world’s newest country
hurtles towardsa faminewitha “horrific
human toll”.
Up to 50,000 children are expected

to die from malnutrition, the United
Nations warned, because the simmer-
ingcivilwarhas leftmore thanamillion
people displaced and unable to farm.
Sir Mark Lyall Grant, Britain’s am-

bassador to theUnitedNations, blamed
a “failure of leadership” from President
Kiir and his deputy Riek Machar, who
have been at war since December.
“We did not hear much from them

that gave us hope that there will be
rapid agreement,” Sir Mark said. “Both

said that they recognise that there was
nomilitary solution to thecrisis, but the
two positions remain far apart.”
The looming famine, which could

affect almost four million people, is
man-made because the conflict, which
flared along ethnic lines in December,
prevented people from planting crops.
“We underlined a very strong

message that there will be consequen-
ces for those who undermine the peace
process, that are notwilling to put aside
their personal agendas in the interest of
the people,” Sir Mark added.
Mr Machar denied that he was

plotting a coup against President Kiir.
Three ceasefires have failed to keep
the peace, while leaders missed a
deadline on Sunday to forge a unity
government.
Samantha Power, US ambassador to

the UN, said that there were “very
worrying reports” that weapons being
brought in ahead of a fresh offensive.

SULOARA ALLOKENDEK/SOLENT NEWS

On the offensive
An Israeli army
reservist officer
seen in a bar in
Jerusalem wearing
a T-shirt referring
to the war in Gaza,
in which more
than 1,000 people
have been killed
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No beach
body? Into
the van
August is the cruellest
month for a woman and
her body, making her
more aware than ever
that even though it is a
body that gets her from
A to B, and does all a
body was made to do,
it’s still all hopelessly
wrong.
It’s the month every

woman is told: get a
beach body. Really?
Must I? Even if I’m not
going to a beach, which
I’m not? I hate leaving
my house and only ever
go to the corner shop,
so wouldn’t something
along the lines of: “How
to Achieve the Perfect
Corner Shop Body in 7
Days” make a lot more
sense for someone like
me? Or should we just
assume I have a corner-
shop body already?
This whole “beach

body” obsession, how
does it work, exactly?
What if you do go to
the beach, but without
a beach body? Will the
beach-body police
drape you in a blanket
(“Don’t panic,
everybody, just a non-
beach body, avert your
eyes!”) throw you into a
van, then throw you
out again inland?
Or what if you have

a beach body but don’t
go to the beach? Will
those police duff you up
a bit, then rebuke you
with: “This beach body
is wasted on you. Do
you know how many
women we tipped
inland this morning?”
You could go mad or

could simply do what I
do when I see anything
about beach bodies:
refuse to give a toss.

W
hen Foreign
Office
minister
Mark
Simmonds
announced
he was
quitting

because his annual £120,000 salary
was simply insufficient to fund family
life, I have to say I felt for him.
It has to be a struggle, being among

the top 1 per cent of earners in this
country; a struggle which, it therefore
follows, 99 per cent simply won’t
understand. For example, does this
99 per cent realise how much nannies
cost a year? Private schools, 4x4s,
Bupa, Waitrose? The fact is, how
anyone does it on £120,000 — or even
£160,000 a year, once you factor in
perks and consultancies — is actually
quite beyond me.
So my heart went out to Simmonds,

who is in such a minority and who
deserves our sympathy. I certainly
didn’t feel the slightest inclination to
reach for the world’s smallest violin,
which I would then have played
incessantly in his ear, whatever he
might have been doing and even
when he was, say, lapping the heated
swimming pool at his seven-bedroom,
Grade II-listed Lincolnshire home.
(Do you have any idea how much
a swimming pool costs to heat? Do
you? And having spent that, would
you then want someone incessantly
playing the world’s smallest violin
in your ear? When you sought only
a few laps of breaststroke in the lovely
warm and then maybe a couple of
minutes of floating on your back? Is
that too much to ask?)
It’s actually no amount, £120,000

a year, and the money must go in no
time. I beg you, imagine you are an
out-of-touch Tory earning such a sum
and how speedily it would all be
gobbled up, given your lifestyle
expectations and even though your
work motivation is meant to be all

about the public good. Put yourself
in Simmonds’ shoes (Church’s, I
expect) and consider the following
outgoings which, even so, are only
the most basic:
0 Childcare: A full-time nanny,
obviously. Yes, it has been rumoured
over the years that some parents bring
up their children all by themselves
and get down on the floor and play
with them and everything, but such
rumours never penetrate the walls
of seven-bedroom, Grade II-listed
Lincolnshire mansions because these
walls are especially thick. Plus they’re
only rumours anyway. Have kids, have
nanny, end of. (Cost: Lots)
0 Private education: There is
absolutely no skimping to be made
here, not if you wish your kid to avoid
the riff-raff, wear a cap, have access to
the old boys’ network and ultimately
end up in the cabinet, high-fiving with
their former classmates while telling
everyone else they should be able to
live on £53 a week — and see that
second bedroom? We want it back.
(Cost: A bloody fortune).
0 Shopping: Only Waitrose. Or
farmers’ markets that, given the prices,
are Fortnum & Mason, but outdoors.
(Look, I’m all for a chicken having
a nice life, but £28? Did it also have
en-suite, spa treatments and outings
to West End shows?) Economies
could, admittedly, be made, but Asda,
Morrisons, Lidl, Tesco, etc, are quite
frightening, given the amount of child-
slapping per aisle, when you are more
accustomed to the less physical, more
psychological cruelties employed at
the higher end of the scale. (As
overheard in Waitrose once: “Mummy,
can’t I even have Sunny Delight on my
birthday?” Mummy: “No.”) It’s unfair
to expect someone to swap when it
would obviously scare the living
daylights out of them. (Cost: Tons)
0 Heated swimming pool: Oh, I don’t
know . . . £3,000 a year? £10,000?
So now you can see how the lots

and the tons and the bloody fortunes
and the £3,000 but maybe £10,000 all
add up until a family is at breaking
point? This is why my heart goes out
to Simmonds, although I would like
to finish on a more general note
about the small, everyday economies
we can all make.
I, for example, have saved myself the

cost of an iPod by humming to myself
— and when I put myself on shuffle?
Quite exciting since I never know
what I’m going to hum next.

I’d struggle
to get by on
£120k a year
Deborah
Ross

‘Hi, I’m Betty
Former Times film
critic John Russell
Taylor on hanging
out in Los Angeles
with the fiery and
fiercely intelligent
Lauren Bacall

I
first saw Lauren Bacall, who died
on Tuesday, on screen when I
was ten and immediately idolised
her. She did not totally displace
Margaret Lockwood from my
juvenile affections, as she was
not quite a wicked lady, but she
certainly was not a boringly

good woman like Greer Garson.
By the time I arrived to teach in Los

Angeles in 1972, I had been The
Times’s film critic for 11 years and had
met, and even been befriended by a
number of my teenage idols. I had, for
example, found myself called upon to
advise Olivia de Havilland on what
she should wear on a dinner date with
Edward Heath. Bette Davis announced
one day that, after reading my review
of one of her later films, she was
thinking of forging down to the office
to kiss me. But Betty Bacall had always
eluded me, beyond a quick social
handshake in London, so I was
overjoyed when a friend invited me to
a small party specifically to meet her.
And was she, now in her fifties, as

glamorous as I would hope? Well, yes
and no, but fundamentally yes. She
was just as extraordinarily beautiful
— nothing could compromise that
classic bone structure — but she
was not playing glamorous. And she
seemed totally unaffected, beyond
claiming to know me from London,
which I was quite sure she didn’t, but
it was nice of her to pretend.
I asked her some fairly cheeky

questions, such as did she mind being
constantly in the shadow of
Humphrey Bogart? She had an
interesting answer to that: she said she
had never supposed she was going
anywhere else, and when her second
film, Confidential Agent with Charles
Boyer, flopped at the box office, the
studio really wrote her off as anything
other than Bogart’s stooge, so she was
inured to taking what she could get.
“In any case, who better to be in the
shadow of?” she quipped.
After that I ran into her often in LA,

always agreeably because she was
great company: intelligent, outspoken
and formidable. In Forties Hollywood
babes were either tough or “feminine”
homebodies. Bacall was born to be
tough — or so it seems now. At the
time of her first appearance, opposite
her future husband Bogart in To Have
and Have Not, there seemed no doubt.
The term “the wolverine look” was

coined by the studio publicity machine
specifically to fit her. Of course there
were tales of her being groomed by
her director’s wife, Slim Hawks, who
allegedly made her shout her heart out
in the Hollywood Hills until her voice
was reduced to its low, sexy growl. But
she always maintained that when she

arrived at Warner Brothers her voice
was the only thing about her that
spoke of maturity; otherwise she was
entirely innocent of the ways of men
and agents until Bogie tutored her on
survival in Hollywood.
In later life she took, on a couple of

occasions, roles played originally by
that toughest babe of all, Bette Davis.
First, in a television version of The
Petrified Forest, with Bogart in his
original role, then, much later, on
stage on Broadway and then in
London in Applause, the musical
version of All About Eve. She told me
that Davis came to see her in it one
night and she was terrified when she
came round to her dressing room, for
Davis was not exactly tolerant of who
she might see as a rival. But to her
delight Davis said: “You’re the only
one who could do it.”
In her intolerance of rivals, Bacall

seems to have learnt a thing or two
from Davis. When she was in Applause
in London in 1972, other members of
the company — particularly female
members — were constantly moaning
that if any of their lines got too much
of a laugh she would insist that they be
cut. This was curiously at odds with
the good-chap image that she always
presented on screen.
When I asked her about working

with famous examples of the ultra-
feminine approach such as Marilyn
Monroe in How to Marry a Millionaire
or Doris Day in Young Man with a
Horn, she said Monroe was the kind of
person that everyone, “man, woman
and dog”, naturally wanted to protect,
while as for Day — “That broad could
always look after herself.”
Not that Bacall ever made any

secret of her preference for the

company of men. She seems not to
have had any notable hardship as a
child: her Romanian/Polish parents
were very supportive of her ambitions
to become an actor and model and
later, when I asked if it were true that
Shimon Peres, then a prominent
Israeli politician and subsequently
president of Israel, was her first cousin,
she laughed and said, “Yes, but I don’t
think it does me any favours.”
She was extremely, even (in

Hollywood) dangerously frank about
her frequent disapproval of the great
and the famous: I once asked her was
it not very risky to her career that she
and Bogie so openly condemned the
Un-American Activities Committee.
She replied, “Yes, of course. But there
are some things you just have to do or
you can’t look yourself in the face.”
Whether loudly wishing that Frank

Sinatra would give up acting and just
stick to singing came into that
category remains arguable, but she did
it anyway. “I wish Frank would just
shut up and sing,” she said of her one-
time fiancé. Her condemnation of
Tom Cruise’s personal behaviour at
the height of his career might not have

I may not be the
greatest actress
on screen but I’m
unique in my way

GETTY IMAGES
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— so who the hell are you?’

I
t was 1985 and my first day of
rehearsals for a production of
Tennessee Williams’s Sweet Bird
of Youth. This was my first acting
job after leaving drama school
and it was a big deal. Although I
was just a lowly understudy, with
a couple of walk-on bits, it was

going to be directed by Harold Pinter.
Daunting to say the least.
When I arrived, the company had

been together for a couple of weeks
but I was a late addition, so here I was
sitting in the stalls, waiting to watch a
rehearsal. I became aware of someone
standing alongside me and looked up
to see an imperious figure in a large
hat and sunglasses. “Who the hell are
you?” The voice was deep and smoky.
So I introduced myself. Then came the
line I will never forget “Hi. I’m Betty.”
It was Lauren Bacall, already a

legend and the star of the production.
And I got to call her Betty. This
shouldn’t happen to a kid from
Wolverhampton like me, but there she
was, still beautiful at 60 — and that
voice! I didn’t have time to make a fool
of myself with tongue-tied burblings.
The young actor I was understudying,

Chris Cooper (yes, that Chris Cooper,
the one who went on win a Best
Supporting Actor Oscar for Adaptation
with Meryl Streep) was late: he was
new to London and had taken the
wrong Tube. So I was on stage, script
in hand, playing a scene with Frances
Cuka and being watched by Bacall and
Pinter — so no pressure. That was the
first day of an amazing experience that
took us on tour via Bath and then into
the West End.
Being part of such a fantastic

company was a massive learning
experience. Every night of the run I
would stand in the wings and watch
the first scene: Bacall’s character,
Alexandra del Lago, an older actress
on the run from a career disaster,
wakes up in bed with Chance Wayne,
a gigolo much younger than her.
Bacall had a long speech as she gets
up, crosses to the dressing table, puts
on her face and slides into a black
sequinned gown. She walked
downstage centre, lifted her head,
threw back her hair and as the light hit
that extraordinary face the audience
gasped. Every night. There was the
legend, right there in front of them.
Bacall was a movie star, but she was

also an actor just like the rest of us. As
a company we went out to Joe Allen
restaurant, Bacall table-hopping with
her glass of Stoli, talking to all of us.
We were all equals. But it was a
different story for anyone concerned
with her appearance: “The Look”. I
think wardrobe had it tough and she
got through quite a few hairdressers.

Humphrey Bogart and
Lauren Bacall, aged 19,
in To Have and Have
Not (1944), her first
film. Above right:
the actress in 1964

I invited Bacall to
my flat. She said
she’d be there —
what a coup!

Her hair, prone to frizz, had to be
turned into a sleek golden mane. But it
was important: her fame had come
about because of the way she looked; it
had to be maintained. Her clothes,
mostly trousers and suits, were always
very tailored, quite American sporty.
This was all impossibly glamorous to

me. I went shopping for antiques in
Brighton with her, trailed by her limo
the whole way. There were red-carpet
parties at the Elephant on the River in
Westminster. Stars came backstage
after the show almost every night.
Only once did she let me down. We

were in Birmingham, where I had
gone to college and still had a flat. It
was my birthday and there was a
party. So I invited the company,
including Bacall, of course, to this
humble student flat on the Hagley
Road. She said she would be there —
what a coup!
My drama school mates were pretty

impressed. So we partied and drank
and waited. She didn’t show: the
producers had taken her out clubbing.
That didn’t do my standing much
good. In fact, it has acquired the status
of an urban myth among ex-students
of the school — but it’s all true.
To be on stage every night for the

best part of a year, albeit in the
lowliest capacity, with an icon was
extraordinary. I have a memento of it.
It is a blue bowl that she had made as
a first-night gift for the whole
company. It reads: “Sweet Bird of
Youth. H.Pinter. T. Williams. L. Bacall.
Haymarket, London, 9th July 1985.”
It’s an ugly thing. She couldn’t even

fit the full names on it. But it’s
precious, a reminder of the short time
I was mates with a legend. She was
elegant, tough, funny and taught me
so much. Not just about acting but
about life, and how to live it.
Read original Lauren Bacall articles
from the Times archives on our
tablet edition

‘As the
light
hit that
face the
audience
gasped.
Every
night’
By Lauren Bacall’s
former co-star,
Andrew Roberts

been the best way to the heart of
Hollywood: “Cruise is a maniac. I can’t
understand the way he conducts his
life,” she told Elle magazine in 2008.
Ten years ago, at the Venice Film

Festival to promote the film Birth with
co-star Nicole Kidman, she bridled
when GMTV’s reporter referred to
Kidman as a “legend”. Bacall replied:
“She’s not a legend. She’s a beginner.
What is this ‘legend’? She can’t be a
legend at whatever age she is.”
But none of these examples of this

reckless outspokenness seems to have
harmed her. Why? Because she was
good at what she did and whatever she
did she could do better than anyone
else. And she knew it. She was never
over-modest about her talents, but she
was eminently realistic. She once told
me: “I may not be the greatest actress
on screen, or the most beautiful
woman — especially not that! — but I
am unique in my way and if there’s a
‘Lauren Bacall role’ in question, I’m
the one they have to have. I’m just
grateful that there have been so many
of them along the way.”
John Russell Taylor was the Times
film critic throughout the 1960s

COVER: GETTY IMAGES BELOW: CAPITAL PICTURES; CINETEXT/ALLSTAR
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Can you imagine a
life without Google,
Facebook or Twitter?
We now spend more time on our devices than we do asleep
— are we all addicts? Lucy Holden tries a digital detox

I
n a remote hut in the Brecon
Beacons, a group of strangers are
sitting in a circle and dropping
their iPhones, one by one, into a
black trunk. It looks like the start
of a swinger’s party. It’s actually
rehab — for phone addicts.
Young professionals who spend

all their time on smartphones, tablets
and laptops have started paying people
to take their devices away from them.
They are consciously uncoupling from
Facebook, turning off Twitter and
going cold turkey from Google+.
Digital detoxing was the It thing to

do in America last year and now it’s
here, sold as a cure for a generation
obsessed with being online. Last week
the communications watchdog Ofcom
revealed that we spend nearly nine
hours a day engaged in various forms
of media consumption, an increase of
two hours since 2010. By using two
types of media at once — such as
tweeting while watching TV — we can
cram 11 hours of it into our days.
Mobile phones are no longer a

luxury, they’re a necessity. We look at
our phones roughly every six minutes,
which means we are checking texts,
emails, social media and, often,
nothing 150 times a day. One in five
young adults admits that they have
checked their phone during sex. Half
of us say we feel anxious if we are
separated from our phones. My friends
and I release our grips on our devices
only to arrange them on the tables of

bars and restaurants, where they buzz
like bees. We’re the generation jaded
by FOMO— fear of missing out.
Are we in need of a digital detox?

All I know is that my iPhone never
leaves my side. I check my emails
before I get out of bed in the morning
and when I get back into it at night.
I hear ringtones in my dreams.
Unplugged Weekend is the newest

company to cash in on the detox
trend. It runs meditative weekends
where it encourages a generation of
phone addicts to think about their
usage. A ticket costs £200 and includes
all food, activities and accommodation
in a rugged scout hut in the hills.

Most of the score of people gathered
in the Brecon Beacons are media
types, but there’s also a student, an
orthodontist, a trainee barrister, a
diving instructor and several teachers.
There’s also a man in his forties called
Angus, described as a “professional
festival-attender” by Jodie, who told
him the weekend had “hippy vibes”
because she wanted a lift to Wales.
On the first night, as it is announced

that the digital detox is to commence,
he puts his hand in the air to ask:
“Sorry, what are we supposed to be
detoxing from?” When he he’s told,
he says that’s fine because he doesn’t
even own a mobile phone.

The weekend schedule is heavily
geared towards “mindfulness”, a
buzz word in trendy self-help circles.
We are woken at 7am for yoga and
meditation, sitting first on sticky mats
to go through a series of downward
dog poses then moving to a cosy room
decked with Indian rugs and lit with
candles that smell of mulled wine.
Once cross-legged on the floor, we are
told to imagine that we are a branch
floating down a river. The session ends
with a series of Oms.
When we “share our experience”

it becomes obvious that we really do
have a problem switching off. We’ve
got low attention spans and many find

Above left: Lucy
Holden, centre, with
Lucy Pearson, left,
and Vikki Bates of
Unplugged Weekend.
Right: a “laughter
yoga” group session
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Our digital
lives in digits

it difficult to clear their heads. “I find
it worrying not having something to
worry about,” Tracey says. “Damn
social conditioning.”
It is clear that the expectations of

bosses and clients are what people
are most anxious about — we feel as
though we need to be contactable 24/7.
Tracey, who used to work for a top
music magazine, says she was once
nearly fired because she’d gone to the
pub in the evening and missed a call
telling her Amy Winehouse had died.
Because we aren’t used to being

without our phones we panic like
parents who think they’ve lost their
child at the supermarket. But we miss
them for different reasons. Ammy,
who writes poetry straight on to her
iPhone, misses Siri, the device’s
intelligent personal assistant, which
acts as a scribe, typing Ammy’s words
as she speaks into the handset. Tilly,
excited about the afternoon’s “laughter
yoga” session shouts “Selfies!” before
realising that taking them is no longer
possible. Jodie missed her phone’s

ability to function as a torch on the
way back to the van the night before.
“You realise that your phone is, like, a
21st-century penknife, man,” she says.
Lucy Pearson, 26, and Vikki Bates,

28, set up Unplugged Weekend after
meeting on a retreat in the Sahara
desert earlier this year. While being
forced to go phoneless because there
was no signal, they realised it was
liberating. They came home, quit their
jobs in advertising and within a week
were having their first business
meeting over beanburgers at Nando’s.
“We wanted to do a version of what

we did in the Sahara,” says Pearson.
“We realised that the differentiating

thing about our experience was that
we didn’t have our phones and nobody
was chasing us for anything,” says
Bates. “You’re so caught up in the
stress of life and you’re thinking all
the time but not about the important
stuff — like whether you’re happy.”
“I used to think in Facebook

statuses,” adds Pearson.
During the weekend we realise how

refreshing it is that people aren’t
staring at their phones all the time. We
sit outside and talk about everything
from divorce to Tinder, Biffy Clyro to
Blondie and how much better Glasto
was last year without one person being
distracted by the buzz of their phone.
“You realise how much of a social
barrier having a phone is,” says Tilly,
who has just finished her first year at
Cambridge. “Anytime I’m anxious in a
social situation I get my phone out
and pretend to play a game or reply to
all these text messages I’m supposed
to have got, but because you can’t do
that here you actually talk to people.”
Tracey says she feels like she has a

lot more time. “The first thing I do in
the morning is check Facebook in bed,
then I get distracted and I can be on it
for hours without even realising,” she
says. Someone else admits to hating
going on Facebook. “I try not to
because it makes me depressed but I
do and then I hate myself for doing it
— it’s like self-harm.”
Monika Pawlowska is running the

mindfulness workshop. We stand in a
silent circle for what feels like a month
as she walks around the group, inviting
us to look into each other’s eyes, love
one another and “let this person enter

inside of you”. Pawlowska, who once
spent ten minutes eating a raisin to
practice mindfulness, tells us how we
hide behind our digital screens. “We
put smiley faces in texts or write LOL,”
she says, “but it doesn’t mean we’re
happy. Who is really laughing out loud
on the bus? Not so many people.”
By the end of the weekend some

people aren’t sure they want their
phones back. The only real emergency
was when the model was late for our
life-drawing class and we couldn’t call
her to ask whether one of us was going
to have to strip off instead.
Katie, who works in television, says

she feels “really anxious” about getting
hers back. “I don’t want it,” she says as
we sit nervously around the big black
box for the “giving-back ceremony”.
“I’ve got a sinking feeling, like there’s
going to be some really bad news
when I turn it on.” I’ve got the feeling
that a tsunami of communication will
drown me in a sea of emails, texts and
missed calls and Iwill have to spend
the next two days trying to catch up.
It’s only after I’ve left that I realise
that not having our phones has meant
we haven’t swapped numbers or even
surnames. We might never contact
each other again.
Back at home, I find myself being

appalled by how many screens I’m
surrounded by on the Tube and sit
smugly staring into space. I become
one of those people who tells others
off for being on Facebook all the time.
“You really should go on a digital
detox,” I tell my boyfriend. “Did
you know we look at our phones
150 times a day?”
“You told me before you went,” he

says. “Do you want to order the
Chinese or shall I?”
I tell him I’ll use the app. It’s quicker.

UnpluggedWeekend’s next event is
August 29-31, unpluggedweekend.com

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER GARETH IWAN JONES; GETTY IMAGES

I hate myself
for looking at
Facebook — it’s
like self-harm

521
Average number
of minutes UK

adults spend on media
devices each day* (1)

150
Average number of
times we check our
phones each day (9)

99
Percentage of

16-24-year-olds who
use the internet (6)

83
Percentage of

adults who use the
internet** (7)

66
Percentage of online
adults who have

a social networking
site profile (7)

60
Percentage of parents

who worry their
children are spending
too much time on small
screens at home*** (5)

55
Percentage of mobile
users who send and
receive emails on

mobile (7)

51
Percentage of

households that own
a tablet computer (1)

44
Percentage of internet
users who agree that
“I should be free
to say and do as
I want online” (7)

42
Percentage of UK

adults playing games
on digital devices (7)

40
Percentage of mobile
users who have used
mobile phones to put
photos or videos
on sites such as
YouTube (7)

38
Percentage of

mobile users using
their phone for instant

messaging (7)

34
Percentage of adults
who use their phone
to check their bank

balance (7)

33
Percentage of

mobile users who say
they buy things using

their phone (7)

30
Percentage who

use services such as
Skype or FaceTime on

mobile phones (7)

25
Percentage of parents
who cap their child’s

phone use (2)

23
Average number

of apps downloaded
to smartphones (7)

20
Percentage of UK

motorists who admit
accessing social
networking sites
on mobile phones
while driving (4)

20
Percentage of adults

between 18 and 24 who
check their phones

during sex (8)

18
Percentage of
45-54-year-olds

who play games over
the internet (7)

11
Average age at

which children get
their first phone (2)

10
Percentage of children

who get their first
phone by age five (2)

7
Percentage of children
who own tablets (3)

3
Percentage of parents

who disable the
data function on

their child’s
phone (2)

The numbers that show
we’re social media junkies

* The average night’s
sleep is 501 minutes

** 90 per cent of people
who live in London do

*** 70 per cent of
children have the same
fear for their parents

Compiled by Alex Rodin

Sources: (1) Ofcom
(2) uSwitch.com

(3) Common Sense report
(4) Telegraph Motoring 2011
(5) New Forest National Park
Authority (6) ONS (7) Ofcom

Adults’ Media Use and
Attitudes Report 2014
(8) Harris Interactive

(9) Nokia survey
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David Bez has been creating a different salad at his
desk every lunchtime for the past four years. He tells
Liz Hoggard why it’s so much more than a side dish

F
or those of us who grew
up in the 1970s, salad was
an inedible garnish at the
top of the plate — a limp
lettuce leaf, a few dried-
out shards of tomato and,
if you were really classy,
a slice of lemon. How

things have changed. Today we’re out
and proud about salad; we even eat
kale and beetroot (those other hated
1970s staples). Clearly it’s down to our
new love affair with healthy eating.
Salad isn’t just a nutrition-dense

superfood, though — it’s a work of art.
Think edible red nasturtiums scattered
over courgette and wild rocket; carrots
andpurple-hued potatoes drizzledwith
extra-virgin olive oil and decorated
with red saffron thread, each plate a
mini canvas worthy of Rothko orMiró.
And the man who has sexed up

salad — “food explorer” David Bez,
40 — has turned his hugely successful
blog, Salad Pride, into a new book
where he shares 260 recipes (one for
each weekday of the year) that even
the most ham-fisted cook like me can
create in 20 minutes. Bez is not a
conventional foodie: he is a designer
by trade (the title page of his book
features a passport, scalpel and
laptop). Yet he was so frustrated that
salad was regarded as a dull side dish
he decided to show it can be a great
meal in its own right. “It’s such a broad
spectrum that I never get bored.”
For the past four years he has

created a different salad at his desk for
lunch, photographed it and uploaded
the recipe to his blog. The result? He
has gained 40,000 followers and lost
nearly two stone in weight. He also
claims to have far more energy. “I
wanted to eat healthier and fresherbut
also something tasty. I’m Italian so I’m
quite picky about food,” he confesses.
“And it brought me back to my roots.”

He cares about where ingredients
come from and prefers to buy fresh:
“My Italian genes scream loudly and
refuse to surrender to eating any old
thing.” He hates the microwave but
sometimes pours boiling water on a
mug of couscous or brings in leftovers
fromlast night’s dinner. And he has the
salad down to a precise mathematical
formula. You need a base: up to
50 per cent should be leaves, spinach,
courgette ribbons. Another 25 per cent
is vegetables and/or fruit. On top you
add one or two types of protein (fish,
cheese, grains), nuts and seeds, plus
herbs and flowers. But it’s the dressing
(“like sauce for pasta”) that makes the
dish sing, whether tart, spicy or
creamy. A dash of truffle oil, saffron or
caviar adds to the sensory experience.
Although Bez was born near Milan,

to a mother who was a professional
cook, he had no love of veg. “Italians
live on pasta and Parma ham,” he
jokes. Seven years ago he moved to
London. As head of design for the
Discovery Channel he was managing a
large team, so would grab a sandwich
most days. But after two close friends
were diagnosed with cancer, he started
to worry about his health (his mother
died of breast cancer) so began
making his own meals for work.
“Initially I didn’t call them salads, I
just wanted to eat healthily. But then
I realised that’s what they were.”
He began reading about nutrition,

blood pH levels and the joys of
“rawism”. Every lunchtime his desk
became a kitchen counter-top — to
the amusement of colleagues. In his
drawer he kept a chopping board,
knife, peeler, blender (designed for
baby purée) and spices and seeds;
on the window ledge he grew herbs.
Because he’s not a trained chef he

has no snobbery about combining
ingredients, although he doesn’t advise
cutting beetroot before a big meeting
— red hands! — and adding chocolate
was a step too far. As he chops he
drifts into a meditative state. “It’s
doing something with your hands,
away from the computer.” He also
likes to check his body after eating:
does he feel bloated or energised? He
avoids buying veggies out of season,
and compensates for winter cold by
adding hot couscous, rice or quinoa
and spices such as ginger and chilli.
True, his wife Vera was driven

slightly mad by the project. “She
moved on at one point,” he adds
delicately. “It was like: ‘Enough of
these salads!’ ” Still, it’s a great example
to set for their three-year-old son,
Nico, he says. By changing our diets
we make an impact on the world.
He recently left his job at Discovery

to work as a freelance designer. He
says he may start a restaurant, but
first he wants to sex up the English
breakfast. Surely they could be lighter
and more aesthetic? “Beauty is the
greatest incentive there is to eating
healthily,” he insists.
Salad Love by David Bez (Quadrille,
£16.99). Photographs: David Bez

Bresaola, nectarine
and cashew nuts
For the salad
50g mixed salad leaves
2 nectarines, cut into wedges
50g bresaola (air-dried beef),
thinly sliced
Handful of cashew nuts
Handful of fresh mint leaves
For the dressing
1 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
1 tsp balsamic vinegar
Pinch of salt and pepper

Feta, watermelon
and fennel
For the salad
50g rocket
100g watermelon, seeded and chopped
½ fennel bulb
Thinly sliced handful of
pomegranate seeds
50g feta, chopped
Handful of pumpkin seeds
Handful of fresh dill fronds
For the dressing
1 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
1 tsp lemon juice
Pinch of salt and pepper

New leaves, designer dressing and

My Italian
genes
scream
loudly and
refuse to
surrender
to eating
any old
thing

MICHELE TURRIANI
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Roast veg, giant
couscous and olives
For the salad
100g cooked giant
Palestinian couscous
½ yellow pepper, ½ red pepper,
1 small courgette and 1 small red
onion, all cubed and roasted
50g rocket
Handful of pitted black olives, halved
For the dressing
1 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
1 tsp balsamic vinegar
Pinch of salt and pepper

Squid, broccoli
and avocado
For the salad
50g watercress
50g broccoli florets, chopped
1 avocado, chopped
50g grilled squid, sliced
Handful of pumpkin seeds
Bunch of fresh chives, snipped
For the dressing
1 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
1 tsp lemon juice
Pinch of salt and pepper
Pinch of chilli flakes

Crab, black quinoa,
edamame and carrot
For the salad
100g cooked black quinoa
50g edamame beans, steamed
1 carrot, shaved into ribbons with
a vegetable peeler
50g cooked crabmeat
Handful of fresh coriander leaves
For the dressing
1 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
1 tsp cider vinegar
Pinch of salt and pepper
1 or 2 chilli flakes

Chicken, courgette,
quinoa and tomato
For the salad
½ courgette, shaved into ribbons
with a vegetable peeler
50g cooked black and white quinoa
Handful of cherry tomatoes, chopped
2 spring onions, chopped
50g roasted chicken, chopped
Handful of pumpkin seeds
Handful of fresh basil leaves
For the dressing
1 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
1 tsp balsamic vinegar
Pinch salt and pepper

Parma ham, mango
and sesame seeds
For the salad
80g mixed salad leaves
(eg, watercress and wild rocket)
100g mango, sliced
2 spring onions, thinly sliced
50g parma ham, thinly sliced
1 tbsp sesame seeds
Handful of fresh tarragon leaves

Figs, blackberries
and hazelnuts
For the salad
50g mixed salad leaves (eg, chard,
watercress and red oak leaf lettuce)
Handful of blackberries
2 figs, cut into wedges
Handful of hazelnuts, chopped
Handful of fresh mint leaves
For the dressing
1 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
1 tsp cider vinegar
Pinch of salt and pepper

the man who sexed up salad
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Pop
Sinéad O’Connor
Roundhouse, NW1
{{{{(

T
here was no PVC catsuit or
foxy, long-haired wig as per
the eye-catching photograph
of Sinéad O’Connor on the
cover of her new album I’m

Not Bossy, I’m the Boss, released this
week. And the only costume change
— effected in full view on stage — was
when O’Connor, 47, took off her black
T-shirt and replaced it with another
black T-shirt bearing the word “Gaza”.
Otherwise this was much the same

as the show the Irish singer put on at
the Festival Hall before Christmas. I
Am Stretched On Your Grave, which
was dedicated on that occasion to the
recently deceased Nelson Mandela,
became an instant memorial to Robin
Williams as O’Connor delivered the
hymn-like chant a cappella in a voice
that kept rising and dropping in a
heartbeat from a wail to a whisper. She
repeated this stylistic trick — or tic —
in Streetcars, a song of a similarly quiet
and mournful cast, which closes her
new album. Her ability to hold a
standing audience silent and
spellbound was impressive testament
to a performer who has never stopped
demanding a fervent level of
commitment, not least from herself.
The bar was set high from the

opening blast of John Grant’s Queen of
Denmark, O’Connor’s voice directing
the angry lyric like an emotional
flame-thrower. New songs, including
Harbour and Eight Good Reasons,
tapped into an equally dark
confessional well, but delivered a more
life-affirming message. “I don’t wanna
sing from where I sang before,” she
insisted in the joyful refrain of Take
Me to Church. Yet she still conjured a
reliably distraught sense of loss in her
standby hit Nothing Compares 2 U. The
sisterly harmony routine of In This
Heart, performed with her arms
around the shoulders of bass player
Clare Kenny and guitarist Brooke
Supple, was typical of a show that
came from a good spiritual place.
David Sinclair

Uliana Lopatkina and Timur Askerov as the doomed lovers in Ashton’s Marguerite and Armand

A case of three times a winner
These visiting
Russians
conjured
magic at every
turn, writes
Debra Craine

Dance
Mariinsky Ballet
Covent Garden
{{{{(

W
hat a night. A mixed
bill of terrific ballets,
some sensational
performances: this was
the Mariinsky Ballet

at its best. Where to start? With
Uliana Lopatkina’s grandly eloquent
Marguerite, the orchestra’s fiery
playing under Alexei Repnikov
or the entire ensemble’s unbelievable
pizzazz? From The Firebird to
Marguerite and Armand and Concerto
DSCH, there was something to admire
at every turn.
The Firebird opened the evening in

dramatic high spirits, especially with
Yuri Smekalov’s Ivan and Viktoria
Brilyova’s Princess bringing such
romantic conviction to the chaste
courtship at the heart of Mikhail
Fokine’s Russian parable. More than
100 years on, this ballet is still the
most perfect synthesis of folklore and
high art. Yulia Stepanova’s Firebird
could have done with more fire in her
dancing, but the ensemble went for
broke in the savage Infernal Dance
and Stravinsky’s gorgeous score
sounded, well, gorgeous.
Frederick Ashton made Marguerite

and Armand for Fonteyn and Nureyev
in 1963; the Mariinsky took it into the
St Petersburg repertoire only last
month. With the sweep and opulence
of her dancing, Lopatkina is every bit
the elegant doomed courtesan and her
Marguerite felt genuinely touched by
the heart as she melted into Armand’s
arms. Around her the cast hadn’t quite
got the measure of Ashton’s
naturalism, though Timur Askerov, a
lovely, long-limbed mover, really came
into his own when Armand’s anger
and despair kicked in.
The night ended on the highest note

possible. Alexei Ratmansky made the
plotless one-acter Concerto DSCH for
New York City Ballet in 2008. With its
colour and wit, its sweetness and
ebullient physicality, its incredible
personality, athletic energy and its
hint of elusive romance, this is one of
the great ballets of the 21st century.
And how well does the Mariinsky
wear it. Their performance on
Tuesday was nothing less than
astonishing, the Shostakovich score
(his Second Piano Concerto) included.
Box office: 020 7304 4000. The
season continues with Swan Lake

Proms 34 and 35
BBC NOW/Sondergard
Albert Hall
{{{{(

S
ince Thomas Sondergard
arrived as principal conductor
of the BBC National Orchestra
of Wales, the orchestra has
played with a new spring in its

step, thanks in no small part to
Sondergard’s stimulating choice of
repertoire. We had a taste of it when
the orchestra visited the Proms for a
pair of concerts whose cunning
programming was deeply rewarding.
The first evening was dominated by

the Fifth Symphony of Sondergard’s
Danish compatriot, Carl Nielsen — his
so-called War Symphony, written just
after the Great War had ended.
Nielsen felt as if “the whole world is in
dissolution” and we did too as violas
played their tense, oscillating figures
behind a numb mist of horn and
woodwind calls. The growing
momentum of the hushed strings was
perfectly paced, as Sondergard almost
imperceptibly ratcheted up the tension
to the point where that anarchic side-
drum rattled out its menace — finally
from the gallery, shaking every nerve
in the Albert Hall.
The evening’s soloist was the young

Italian pianist Francesco Piemontesi,
who celebrated Richard Strauss in the
bravado of his youthful Burleske for
piano and orchestra, intoxicated with
his sound palette and forging
fingerprints that would stay with the
composer for life. Mozart’s seldom-
heard Rondo in A for Piano and
Orchestra restored equilibrium, played
with wonderfully nonchalant grace by
Piemontesi, who sealed his visit with
the Adagio cantabile from Mozart’s
K284 Piano Sonata as an encore.
The following evening, Nordic

references continued with a spacious
and enthusiastic performance of
Sibelius’s Fifth Symphony preceded by
The Swan of Tuonela, eloquent with cor
anglais and cello solos. The night had
begun with a perceptive performance of
the Suite from Act 2 of Peter Maxwell
Davies’s ballet Caroline Mathilde.
Hilary Finch

Edinburgh concert
Jordi Savall
Usher Hall
{{{((

T
he culture of war in Baroque
Europe was, as viola da
gamba virtuoso Jordi Savall
put it in his programme note,
“one of the great tragedies of

European civilisation”. It was the
underlying theme of this concert from
the early music pioneer and his crack
musical troupes. Exploring the
turbulent 17th century from the Thirty
Years’ War to the Peace of Utrecht,
Savall fast-forwarded through 100
years, each point on the timeline
sombrely intoned by one of his singers.
If it all seemed a little stop-start, the

music, played by Savall’s choral and
orchestral specialists La Capella Reial
de Catalunya, Le Concert des Nations
and Hespèrion XXI, gave more
succour. It ranged from the
sophistication of Jean-Baptiste Lully to
the simplicity of traditional laments,
including the close, sorrowful
harmony of the Aramaic ha lahma

anya. Bringing much-needed drama
was the brassy blast of the Prelude to
Charpentier’s Te Deum and the horn-
blows and tinkling santurs of Ottoman
works collected by 17th-century
Orientalist Dimitrie Cantemir. The
ensembles seemed less secure, both
vocally and orchestrally, in the English
canon, however, not least in John
Blow’s Praise the Lord, O my soul. Yet
the main issue was that Savall’s
ensembles, despite being lightly
amplified, were lost in the vast
acoustic of the Usher Hall, .
Earlier in the evening, Philippe

Herreweghe’s Collegium Vocale Gent
gave a superb five-star performance of
Orlande de Lassus’s powerful 16th-
century Lagrime di San Pietro in the
more diminutive Greyfriars Kirk. In
this setting of 21 eight-line rispetti,
whose similar metre and syllabic
length defined the strict tempi and
scoring restrictions Lassus imposed
upon himself, the seven voices of the
Collegium Vocale Gent interwove
serenely, the nuances in their rich,
fluid tone found through Lassus’s
variation in rhythm and harmony and
Herreweghe’s excellent direction.
Sarah Urwin Jones

Edinburgh
theatre
Show 6
Summerhall
{{(((

W
hat exactly are we
watching? That’s the
question the Lyric
Hammersmith in
London has been

prompting for a year now with its
Secret Theatre repertory company. It
has staged some experimental
reinventions (best of all an English-
accented A Streetcar Named Desire)
but also some newly written misfires,
all served up anonymously as Show 1,
Show 2 and so on. They are about to
tour their output, including a new
devised piece (more about that later)
and this new play by Mark Ravenhill,
simply titled Show 6. Neither is easy to
pin down, but it’s harder to find any
profit in decoding the murky,
mannered nihilism of the Ravenhill.
A rich, decadent young man has a

collision in a favela (we assume we are
in South America) and finds out that
his real parents are incarcerated trade
unionists. Or so it appears; Show 6
does a lot of appearing. The characters
speak in fractured, truncated
sentences, but you’d happily swap this
stylistic tic for something more
tangible about this country and these
characters. It’s hard to care about

anyone in this narcotised thriller
because everything here is moot: their
identities, their reality, their theatrical
context. That’s deliberate but not
satisfying. Caroline Steinbeis’s bare-
staged production is neatly acted by
Cara Horgan, Matti Houghton and
Steven Webb, but it plays like weird
piled on strange sprouting from an
overgrown bed of peculiar.
Over at Northern Stages at King’s

Hall the full company of ten gives us
the more invigorating three-star show,
A Series of Increasingly Impossible Acts.
A randomly selected performer
embarks on a series of set pieces,
interacting with their castmates as
they mix personal revelations with
physical challenges. On my night Billy
Seymour acted out thwarted love in
east London while eating lemons,
wrestling, trying to lick his own elbow
and spouting Shakespeare. It sprawls
and needs to identify sooner what
underlies its shenanigans. Where Sean
Holmes’s production excels is in the
spirit and skill of his ensemble, whose
focused energy makes it a pleasure to
be kept guessing by them.
Dominic Maxwell
Box office: 0845 874 3001, to Aug 17

NATASHA RAZINA
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Oil be
damned
Glut sends barrel
towards $100 level
Page 39

Recovery not
paying its way
Wage growth set
to remain low
Inflation Report, page 40

After the £50m
bombshell
Backers cut stakes
in mining firm
Page 44

Osborne halts Lloyds
share sales to public
Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

Plans for a multibillion-pound sale of
shares in Lloyds Banking Group to the
general public have been dropped for
this year and probably until after the
general election next May.
GeorgeOsborneandDannyAlexan-

der, chief secretary to the Treasury,
have ruled out a “Tell Sid” style privati-
sationbecauseof volatile sharemarkets
and thedifficultyof findingawindowof
opportunity amid a string of autumn
events that could disrupt or derail any
offer.
The 7 per cent slide in the Lloyds

share price since June has also made a
retail offer more difficult, officials
believe, while any sale is likely to be
more palatable to prospective investors
after Lloyds starts paying dividends
again, probably next May.
The decision will be a blow to invest-

mentbankadvisers and retail stockbro-
kers, which would have scooped large
fees from advising on a retail offer.
Ministers have not ruled out further
institutional offers this year, which are
cheaper to finance and much easier to
launch at short notice.
The decision may also mean that

Lloyds remains partly government-

owned for longer. A large mass-market
privatisation could have slashed the
government’s remaining 25 per cent
holding in one fell swoop.
The government, which spent more

than £20 billion rescuing Lloyds TSB
and its merger partner HBOS in 2008,
has already reduced its shareholding
from 43 per cent through two institu-
tional placings.
Ministers are understood to have

definitely ruled out a retail offer this
year, while one early next year is
thought very unlikely because of the
difficulty in finding a suitable slot after
the bank’s annual results in February
and theBudget inMarchandbefore the
purdah period ahead of the election.
The geopolitical uncertainty in

Ukraine and the Middle East has
soured investor sentiment, putting
downward pressure on all shares
including bank stocks.
Ideally, the Treasury would like to

choreograph an upward trajectory for
its Lloyds sale prices. The last two plac-
ings were priced at 75p and then 75½p,
while the current share price has since
drooped to 73¾p. Any offer would have
to be priced at amodest discount to the
prevailing market price.
While the Lloyds shares are in the

government’s books at 61p a share, the
true breakeven is more like 84p after
taking into account the cost of borrow-
ing the rescue cash for six years.
Inhis autumnstatement lastDecem-

ber, Mr Osborne said he wanted tax-
payers to have the opportunity to own
shares in the bank, leading to wide-
spread speculation that there would be
a retail offer this year.
The Scottish independence vote in

September, the stress-testing of banks
by European and UK regulators in
November and December and the
ongoing negotiations over whether
Lloyds can restart dividend payments
have added to the timing difficulties.
Lloyds is thought to be relatively

neutral on a retail share sale. It already
has themost populous share register in
Europe with 2.7 million shareholders,
largely the result of the demutualisa-
tion of Halifax Building Society, which
was merged with Bank of Scotland to
formHBOS, which in turnwasmerged
with Lloyds TSB.
Bankers said that even without a

retail offer, it should be possible to off-
load the remaining £13 billion of gov-
ernment shares in three institutional
placings over, say, 18 months so long as
markets were reasonably benign.

Bleats and pleats It won’t have the global recognition that Scotch whisky enjoys but Miss Scotland, Ellie McKeating, took to
Calton Hill, Edinburgh, wearing a dress designed by Alison Harm to flag up a forthcoming Love Scottish Lamb promotion

Dreamers were
right all along

A
rms folded, mouths set in
icy grimaces, the cream
of the nation’s business
elite sat in stony silence.
They didn’t appreciate a

lecture on how to reward their
employees — particularly from a
jumped-up trade unionist.
“Pay your workers more,”

Brendan Barber urged in an
outspoken speech to the Institute of
Directors’ annual convention at the
O2 arena in London three summers
ago. “Sounds ridiculous — but hear
me out.”
In a fascinating showdown amid

the doldrums of economic gloom,
the then boss of the Trades Union
Congress didn’t mince his words
when given a rare invitation to the
IoD’s annual backslapping
gathering. Throwing in quotes from
Ben Bernanke and Raghuram
Rajan, he asked how Britain could
achieve a sustainable recovery while
wages were flatlining.
That argument fell on deaf ears. A

Cornish dairy boss in the audience
suggested that his spendthrift
employees would simply
“mismanage” any extra cash. Others
railed scornfully against “dinosaur
trade unions” and “dreamers”
constantly seeking enrichment.
Turns out, though, that the TUC

man had a point. No lesser
authority than the governor of the
Bank of England is now sounding
the alarm about tight-fisted
employers (report, page 38). The
Bank has halved its forecast for
wage growth this year from 2.5per
cent to 1.25per cent.
Low wage growth is worrying.

Without money in their pockets,
people won’t spend. If consumers
don’t splash out, tills won’t ring on
the high street. If takings don’t rise,
profits won’t grow and no new jobs
will be created. Can economic
growth at 3.5per cent last beyond
this year unless people have more
money to spend?No.
There are a few caveats: rising

house prices have made people feel
wealthier, irrespective of their
income. And a paranoia about debt
at the depth of the recession has
dissipated into a more relaxed
attitude towards spending. But it’s
time for businesses leaders to
display a modicum of largesse.
Until the financial crisis, wages

typically rose by 4 or 5 per cent
annually. A few bosses have
loosened up: Next’s boss, Lord
Wolfson of Aspley Guise raised
hourly rates for the chain’s lowest-
paid shop assistants by 37p an hour
to £6.70. For the good of the nation,
we should hope that others follow.

Dirty work

Is there any murky corner of the
planet where G4S is not hawking
its services?Not content with

clearing mines in South Sudan and
equipping Israeli checkpoints in the
West Bank, the security company is

to provide “janitorial services” in
Guantánamo Bay (report, page 37).
G4S insists that it will be carrying

out mop-and-bucket work, rather
than guarding duties. Its employees
will have no direct contact with
prisoners at the US naval base. And,
G4S adds, the subsidiary that has
won the contract is up for sale.
Nevertheless, G4S will be making

money out of a US enclave where
154 prisoners are being held without
conventional trials — a practice
deemed “unacceptable” by the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
Inmates include Shaker Aamer, a
British resident whose incarceration
has been raised directly with
President Obama by David
Cameron.
This latest sideshow is rather a

shame because on most measures,
G4S is cleaning up its act under
Ashley Almanza, its new-ish boss.
The Olympics debacle, in which

the company failed to recruit
sufficient staff to man checkpoints
for London 2012, is fading into
history. And G4S has resumed
winning government work after last
year’s scandal in which it was
caught over-billing in an electronic
tagging contract. Tellingly, G4S’s
half-year profits in Britain actually
rose, from £52million to £54million,
in spite of its domestic fiascos.
Working at Gitmo plays into the

hands of the “haters”. G4S’s annual
meetings are already a security
challenge. Next year’s is likely to be
enhanced by protestors wearing
orange jumpsuits and chains.

Daisy cutter

The telecoms entrepreneur
behind Daisy Group (report,
page 41) is not a man who

suffers fools gladly. Called upon by
Lord Sugar once to grill finalists on
The Apprentice, Matthew Riley took
to television with aplomb.
“That smells like bulls**t,” he

declared, cutting off one candidate
in full flow, while another hapless
contender’s business plan was so full
of holes that he “wanted to be sick”.
It’s fair, therefore, to be pointed in

examining Mr Riley’s own affairs at
the technology company he
founded in his garage back in 2001.
Daisy is a “one-stop shop” for

business customers, providing
everything from broadband to web
hosting and corporate mobiles. Mr
Riley made £28million in cash in
2009 when he took the business on
to the stock market through a
reverse takeover of a listed vehicle,
Freedom4. Now he wants to buy
the company back for £500million.
He’s offering his fellow shareholders
a price of 190p a share. The only
trouble is that when Virgin Media
came knocking with a takeover
approach this year, Mr Riley felt the
business was worth as much as 220p
a share. What’s that smell?

andrew.clark@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Andrew Clark
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economics

Britain: After years in the,
doldrums, the economy is on
the road to recovery. The
jobless rate has fallen to the
lowest since the financial crisis
struck in 2008, more people
are in full-time work and
Britain is on track to beat its
G7 competitors in terms of
growth this year. However, the
feelgood factor is feeding into
workers’ pay packets. The scale
of the problem was laid bare
when the Office for National
Statistics published data
showing that wage growth had
entered negative territory for
the first time since 2009,
falling by 0.2 per cent in the
year to June. Page 40
France: Fears that Europe
could be in the grip of a
deflationary spiral grew after
France and Spain registered a
fall in prices and Germany
reported its lowest inflation
rate since 2010. The figures
fuelled acute concern in Paris
that the eurozone could get
stuck in a cycle of deflation
and recession similar to that
which trapped Japan for 20
years from the mid 1990s. The
gloom was compounded by a
contraction in industrial
production across the common
currency zone. Page 46
Japan: A controversial rise in
consumption tax has reversed
the country’s economic
recovery, plunging the world’s
third-largest economy into its
biggest contraction since the
2011 tsunami and earthquake.
Economic output shrank by
1.7 per cent in the three
months to June, or by 6.8 per
cent on an annual basis. A
slowdown was expected after
Shinzo Abe, the prime minister
increased sales tax in April.
The figures wiped out a 6.1 per
cent rise in GDP in the first
quarter. Page 46

banking & finance
0.92%

Lloyds Banking Group: Plans
for a multibillion-pound sale of
shares to the general public
have been dropped for this
year and probably until after
the general election next May.
George Osborne, and Danny
Alexander, chief secretary to
the Treasury, have ruled out a
“Tell Sid”-style privatisation
because of volatile share
markets and the difficulty of
finding a window of
opportunity amid a string of
autumn events that could
disrupt or derail any offer. The
7 per cent slide in the Lloyds
share price since June has also
made a retail offer more
difficult, officials believe, while
any sale is likely to be more
palatable to prospective
investors after Lloyds starts
paying dividends again,
probably next May. Page 37
Legal & General: One of the
City’s most influential trade
bodies was dealt a blow when
the insurer announced plans to
leave. Nigel Wilson, L&G’s
chief executive, said that the
Association of British Insurers
was less relevant since a
restructuring in which its
investment division was carved
out and merged with the

Investment Management
Association. Page 46
Saga: The travel and insurance
company for the over-50s
has sealed its first acquisition
since flotation in May,
snapping up 75 per cent of
Destinology, an upmarket
travel company, for £20million
in cash. The proceeds will go
to Dominic Speakman, a
Bolton-based entrepreneur
who ten years ago founded the
business which devises luxury
hotel-based holidays in Asia
and the Middle East and
markets them online. Page 45
HSBC: Europe’s biggest bank
awarded shares worth
£7.1 million to 15 executives
under new role-based pay
awards brought in after
European regulators capped
bonuses for staff. The awards
included shares worth about
£1.5 million to Samir Assaf, the
head of its investment bank.

construction &
property

1.16%

Land Securities: Britain’s
biggest property company has
sold its half-share in Cabot
Circus mall in Bristol for
£267.8 million to Axa Real
Estate as it continues to
“reshape its portfolio”. Page 43
Housing boom: The Royal
Institution of Chartered
Surveyors said that the
housing market “paused for
breath” in July with demand
for new houses falling slightly,
in the first monthly decline
since January 2013. Page 42
Mortgages: The governor of
the Bank of England said the
dampening effect of tighter
borrowing rules on the
housing market was
transitional and was wearing
off. In April, the Financial
Conduct Authority
implemented new rules which
required home buyers to give
much more detail about their
spending habits, but after a
brief lull activity picked up
again with the number of
first-time buyers being granted
a mortgage hitting its highest
level since 2007. Page 40
Tokyo: A Goldman Sachs unit
is understood to be a final
bidder for a Tokyo office tower
in a deal that could fetch about
165 billion Yen (£1.2 billion), It
could be the biggest office
property deal in six years.

engineering
0.35%

Jaguar Land Rover: The
company, a unit of Tata
Motors, is recalling 46,515
Land Rover sport utility
vehicles in the United States
and Canada because the front
passenger airbag may not
deploy due to a part failure,
according to documents filed
with US safety regulators.

natural resources
0.30%

Oil: Prices are sliding towards
$100 a barrel as a global supply
glut has left demand for crude
at its weakest level since the
beginning of 2011. The price of
Brent crude for delivery next

month touched a 13-month
low of $102.37 after many
traders desperately tried to
offload their positions before
the contract expires. Oil
was trading $1 below the price
of Brent for delivery in
October which analysts said
underlined how little physical
demand for crude there is in
the market now making it
more likely that prices will
keep falling. Page 39
African Minerals: Two of the
miner’s biggest institutional
shareholders cut their
exposure to the iron ore miner
after an allegation that it paid
$50million to a company
secretly part-owned by its
executive chairman. It came
as African Minerals suffered
big votes against the
reappointment of its non-
executive directors at its
annual meeting. Frank Timis,
the company’s founder and
boss, has denied benefiting
from the payment to Global
Iron Ore. BlackRock and
Templeton Asset Management
both sold their stakes below
the minimum 5 per cent
threshold required for
disclosure to investors. Page 44
BP: A dispute between
Britain’s largest independent
North Sea oil producer and BP
over rocketing fees at a big
terminal on the Shetland
Islands has become a test case
for a government review. One
key recommendation of Sir
Ian Wood’s attempt to
maximise recovery of oil and
gas in the basin was to set up a
regulator to intervene in
squabbles between operators
over shared infrastructure.
Enquest has agreed to form a
taskforce with other users of
the Sullom Voe terminal and
BP, its operator, to seek a way
to reduce the “unsustainable”
fees. Page 44

professional &
support services

0.69%

G4S: Making a hash of security
at the London Olympics and
a run in with the British
government over electronic
tagging of offenders had so
little effect on G4S that it has
unveiled big new contracts
from Whitehall and at
Guantanamo Bay while
producing a strong return to
profit. The world’s largest
security company said that
even after paying £109 million
compensation to the Treasury
this year it made £85 million
in the first six months against
a £202 million loss last year.
Page 39
Michael Page: The specialist
recruiter has warned of a
growing skills shortage in
Britain but said that the
outlook for its business was
“gradually improving” thanks
to the tentative recovery of the
global economy. With all four
of its regions — Britain,
Americas, Asia Pacific and the
rest of the world — delivering
year-on-year growth, profit
rose to £35.6 million for the
first six months, up from
£32 million last year. Britain
was the best performing region
with “signs of greater
confidence both in London
and the regions”. Page 43

retailing
0.78%

Amazon: The online group has
jumped into the world of
physical retailing with the
launch of a $10 credit-card
reader and mobile app that will
allow tradesmen, food trucks,
coffee shops and personal
trainers to accept credit and
debit cards. The Local Register
point-of-sale system will
undercut existing mobile card
readers, including Square,
Intuit and e-Bay’s PayPal Here,
by charging lower fees. Page 41
Macy’s: The American
department store lowered its
sales forecast for the year,
having missed expectations as
the government published the
worst US retail sales figures in
six months, suggesting the
economic recovery may be
losing momentum. Macy’s,
which owns Bloomingdale’s,
reported revenue growth of
3.3 per cent to $6.27 billion,
below the $6.3 billion analysts
were looking for. Profits came
in at $292 million for the
quarter to August 2. Page 39

telecoms
1.80%

Lookout Mobile: A phone
security company established
after its founder siphoned off
the phone numbers of
celebrities on the red carpet at
the AcademyAwards has
raised $150 million to target
the corporate market. Jeff
Bezos, founder of Amazon, and
Goldman Sachs, are among the
backers that have participated
in the new funding round for
the San Francisco-based
company that has based its
European headquarters in
West London. Page 37
Daisy Group: The founder of
the acquisitive telecoms group
has moved to take it private in
a £500million deal having
failed to sell the business to
deep-pocketed rivals. Matthew
Riley has teamed up with
Toscafund, which already
owns 28.5per cent, and Penta
Capital, to make a preliminary
approach for a cash offer
pitched at 190p a share. Page 41

utilities
0.84%

Electricity The cost of
electricity has overtaken
accessing finance and the
burden of red tape as the
biggest challenge facing
Britain’s small businesses, a
report reveals. In a survey of
2,000 companies, Citizens
Advice found that 46 per cent
were concerned about the cost
of electricity, but only 16 per
cent were worried about
accessing finance. Page 42
E.ON: The German-owned
company that supplies
4.8million British households
is under pressure to cut
household bills after profits at
its oil, gas and power division
soared by more than a third.
E.ON benefited from higher oil
prices as profits from its
upstream division rose to
£208 million from
£159 million over the six
months to June 30. Page 42
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Europe’s largest economy is
expected to have contracted
when figures for second-
quarter gross domestic
product are released today
along with the wider
eurozone. German GDP is
forecast to reduce by 0.1 per
cent between April to June

after 0.8 per cent growth in
the first quarter. The first
reverse since 2012 will weigh
on the entire eurozone with
Italy having already fallen
back into recession, although
a marginally positive figure
for the 18-nation group is still
predicted.

The day ahead

Graph of the day

The recovery at Stansted
airport is well under way.
London’s third airport lost a
third of its passengers
during the downturn as
former owner Heathrow lost
interest in it. Under the new
management of Manchester
Airport Group, Stansted
reported a 12 per cent leap
in passengers in July to
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Company Change

Just Eat Positive broker comment 9.2%
Flowgroup Installation agreement with Mears 7.3%
G4S Doing surprisingly well 5.3%
Coca-Cola HBC Bargain hunting 3.1%
Barratt DevelopmentsMarkets expect interest rates to stay low 2.8%
Antofagasta Poor economic data from China -1.5%
IMI Trades without right to next dividend -1.5%
Rio Tinto Shares trade ex-dividend -2.6%
Admiral Lower premiums -5.5%
Bellzone Mining Funding problems -20.6%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure

Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Admiral (finance HY) £183.3m (£181.4m) 49.4p p Oct 10
Bankers Petrol (resources HY) $118m ($71m) 0c
Brit (finance HY) £61.5m (£75.4m) 6.25p p Sept 26
Capital & Regional (property HY) £6.9m (£7.1m) 0.35p p Sept 26
CLS (property HY) £72.6m (£27.9m) 0p
Coalfield (property HY) £3.2m (£0.1m) 0p
EnQuest (resources HY) $78.6m ($140.6m) 0c
G4S (services HY) £85m (-£94m) 3.42p p Oct 17
Lookers (retailing HY) £37.7m (£27.4m) 0.97p p Nov 28
Michael Page (services HY) £35.6m (£32m) 3.24p p Oct 3
Mirland (property HY) $1.4m ($8.9m) 0c
Plus500 (services HY) $73.1m ($20.5m) 0.235c p Sept 19
Tribal (services HY) -£8.4m (£4.3m) 0.60p p Oct 17

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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Global glut pushes oil towards $100 level
Oil prices are sliding towards $100 a
barrel as a global supply glut has left
demand for crude at its weakest level
since the beginning of 2011.
The price of Brent crude for delivery

next month touched a 13-month low
of $102.37 yesterday as traders desper-
ately tried to offload their positions
before the contract expires today.
Oil was trading $1 below the price of

Brent for delivery in October which
analysts said underlined how little
physical demand for crude there was in
the market now, making it more likely
that prices will keep falling.
Ole Hansen, head of commodity

strategy at Saxo Bank, said: “The spot

price is trading below the forwardprice.
It’s very unusual to have such a dis-
count for this time of year.We have not
seen this kind of situation since the
start of the Libya war.”
On Tuesday the International

Energy Agency said the world was am-
ply supplied with oil thanks to surging
production in theUSand Saudi Arabia.
Data from the US yesterday showed

an unexpected rise in crude invento-
ries, adding to the sense that the world
was awash with oil.
Analysts believe that there is nothing

to stop prices dropping below $100 bar-
ring a significant supply disruption in
Russia or the Middle East.
Saudi Arabia, the de facto leader of

Opec, the cartel of oil producers, would

normally be expected to step in and cut
production to make sure prices stayed
above $100. The country is described as
a “swing producer” as it ramps up or
curbs production to maintain prices.
However, the Saudis are anxious

about losing market share to Iraq,
Opec’s second largest producer, which
despite the turmoil raging in the
country is still ramping up production.
Amrita Sen, oil analyst at Energy

Aspects, the consultancy, said: “We do
not think Saudi Arabia is as willing to
act as a swing producer on the down-
side. They have concerns about losing
market share. It’s a big headache for
them. If prices go down they are not
going to react as quickly as they might
have in the past.” She added that Saudi

Arabia could still balance its budget
even if oil prices fell to $70 a barrel,
making it able towithstandaprolonged
slide.
Mr Hansen added: “Opec is very

good at stabilising prices when they are

rising but when they fall they have a
problem. Cutting production in a
falling market hurts producers twice. If
the Saudis don’t step in $100 a barrel
could be broken fairly easily.”
Last month, the Saudis pumped

10million barrels per day, the highest
since September last year, and 200,000
more than in June. It has a total produc-
tion capacity of 12.4 million.
The IEA, which represents the big-

gest energy consumers in the west, had
reported that the US and Opec were
keeping the world supplied despite the
conflicts in Libya, Iraq and Ukraine.
“The oil market today looks better
supplied than expected, with an oil glut
even reported in the Atlantic basin,” it
said in its monthly report.

Tim Webb
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Hering’s fishing
trip gets banks
on the Lookout

A
smartphone
security
company that
was
established

after its founder
siphoned off the phone
numbers of celebrities
on the red carpet at the
AcademyAwards has
raised $150 million to
target the corporate
market (Nic Fildes
writes).
Jeff Bezos,

the founder
of Amazon,
and
Goldman
Sachs are
among the
backers that
have
participated in
the new funding
round for Lookout
Mobile, a San Francisco-
based company that has
based its European
headquarters in
SohoSquare in London.
It is the second large

financing round that
Lookout has completed
within a year. It raised
$55 million (£33 million)
in October when Peter
Thiel, the billionaire co-

founder of PayPal and
early backer of
Facebook, took a stake
alongside Deutsche
Telekom and
Qualcomm, the chip
company.
Lookout is a free app

that scans smartphones
for malicious software. It
also has a function to
locate a lost or stolen

handset, in which
users are able to
make a phone
“scream” if
they cannot
find it. The
company
also offers a
premium
service that

sends out an
alert if a

smartphone appears
to have been stolen
without the user
realising.
The company was

founded after John
Hering, above, a young
hacker, spotted a
security flaw in mobile
networks eight years ago
but could not convince
the likes of Motorola
and Nokia that they
were in danger. He

G4S tags £85m profit after shaking off Olympic-sized setbacks
Making a hash of the security at the
London Olympics and a run-in with
the British government over the elec-
tronic tagging of offenders has had so
little effect on G4S that it has unveiled
big new contracts from Whitehall and
at Guantanamo Bay while producing a
strong return to the black.
Theworld’s largest security company

said that even after paying £109million
in compensation to the Treasury, for
charging the Ministry of Justice for
taggingoffenderswhowere inprisonor
dead, it made £85million in pre-tax
profit in the first six months compared
with a £202million loss last year.
“I can say with some confidence we

have not had any significant impact

[from the Olympics and tagging fias-
cos] either in theUKor abroad,”Ashley
Almanza, who was brought in as chief
executive halfway through last year to
replace Nick Buckles, said. To under-

line that, it was revealed that G4S’s US
operations landed a $117million con-
tract to deliver various services at the
US naval base at Guantanamo Bay in
Cuba, which houses America’s prison
for Islamist terrorists.
In addition, G4S confirmed a key

contract to deliver the UK govern-
ment’s £300million help-to-work
scheme for the long-term unemployed
overseen by the Department for Work
and Pensions, and the renewal of
arrangements to run the Rainsbrook
child jail in Northamptonshire.
“We are not prohibited from bidding

for government work as far as I am
aware,” Mr Almanza said.
Responding to comments from

Rupert Soames, the chief executive of
rival group Serco, another recent gov-

ernment outsourcing miscreant, who
claimed Whitehall was keen to “reha-
bilitate”his company,MrAlmanzasaid:
“We are working at the relationship.
We cannot assume the government is
keen to do anything [with us]. We have
to earn our place at the table.”
Although it remains the largest

single G4S business, Britain is no
longer the financial powerhouse of the
group.
Operating profits in its homemarket

were up marginally at £54million on
revenues down 2 per cent at £790 mil-
lion. More eyecatching was a 27 per
cent leap in operating profits in the
UnitedStates to£33million; inAsiaand
theMiddle East profits rose 23 per cent
to £48 million; and in Africa they were
up nearly a quarter at £22 million. Mr

Alamanza warned that the emerging
market average profit growth of 15 per
cent on margins of 7 per cent, against
7per cent and 6 per cent respectively in
developed markets, could not be taken
for granted even if there were plenty of
opportunities for its companies in
Africa,Brazil and theMiddleEast toex-
pand their customer bases.
Underlying revenue for the six

months to June 30 rose 4.1 per cent to
£3.3 billion.
Shares in G4S rose to the highest

point since Mr Almanza joined from
BG, the gas explorer, up 13¾p at 273½p,
valuing the group at £4.25 billion.
The interim dividend was held at

3.42p. JPMorgan Cazenove, the house
broker, does not expect the final divi-
dend to increase.

Robert Lea, Rebecca Clancy
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G4S ran into trouble over its security
contract at the 2012 Olympic games

proved the point by
capturing the phone
numbers of 100
celebrities, including
Tom Hanks and
Catherine Zeta-Jones, as
they walked down the
red carpet at the Oscars
—just by standing near
them with a backpack
filled with scanning
equipment. “I thought it
was pretty cool that I
could get her number,”
Mr Hering told The
Times last year.
The app created as a

result of Mr Hering’s
ploy has been
downloaded 50 million
times and JimDolce,
who was installed as
chief executive in
March, believes that its
user numbers will
double within months.
Lookout believes that

it can tailor its
technology for the
corporate market,
although this is
traditionally dominated
by the likes of
BlackBerry, which offers
a secure server. “We’ve
got a boatload of money
and we’re going to invest
it in those areas,” Mr
Dolce said. The
company is hiring sales

staff, including in
London, to target large
enterprises with more
than 5,000 employees,
unchartered territory
for Lookout.
The bring-your-own

trend, in which staff use
their own smartphones
and tablets rather than
company-issued
BlackBerrys, has opened
a window of opportunity
for Lookout. It believes
that the new funds and
its experience in the
consumer market will
help it make the
transition to business
technology provider.
Shareholders have

participated in the new
funding round alongside
T Rowe Price
Associates, Morgan
Stanley Investment
Management,
Wellington
Management, Goldman
Sachs, and Bezos
Expeditions, the venture
capital arm of Mr Bezos.
Smartphone security

has become a hot topic
as more hackers turn
their attention from
desktop computers
towards handsets, which
contain reams of
personal information.
Lookout argues that
consumers are yet to
recognise the threat,
with people three times
more likely to click on a
link in an email on their
phone than they would
on a computer.

John Hering,
circled, set up
Lookout after
capturing the
phone numbers
of Tom Hanks
and Catherine
Zeta-Jones



40 FGM Thursday August 14 2014 | the times

Business

InflationReport
Speech
unspun

The economic recovery is
slightly stronger than the Bank
had forecast in its May Inflation
Report. It pushed its estimate
for growth up from 3.4 per cent
to 3.5 per cent and slashed its
outlook for unemployment.
Both these measures, which
are recovering strongly, are
reasons why many experts
have called for a rate rise.
However, the weak wage
growth figures are the main
reason to hold off from
increasing rates

The committee’s forward
guidance policy has been
consistent since being changed
in February. The first phase was
scrapped after the
unemployment rate fell much
faster than had originally been
expected by policymakers. The
Bank of England is likely to
become increasingly defensive
over criticism that its messages
on forward guidance and
interest rates have been
confusing for households and
businesses

Mr Carney was responding to a
journalist from the Huffington
Post, who asked him if his pet
policy of forward guidance has
been a bit muddled and
whether had it been a learning
process for the MPC. Mr
Carney didn’t appear too
happy with the question,
which might make others
think twice before asking him
again if he is “muddled”

Inflation on the consumer
prices index will be lower than
the Bank of England originally
thought. It will be below the
official target of 2 per cent for
the next two years and will not
return to this level until 2017,
the end of the Bank’s forecast
period. This will allow
Threadneedle Street to keep
interest rates lower for longer
as currently there is no danger
of inflation spiralling out of
control

There is no single number that
will trigger an interest rate rise
—unlike in the first phase of
forward guidance, where the
Bank of England’s Monetary
Policy Committee pinned the
first increase to the
unemployment rate falling to
7per cent. This gives the Bank
breathing space to monitor
several measures while
assessing when the first rise
should take place

The members of the nine-
strong MPC have very different
views of how much slack is in
the economy. Those who
believe that there is less slack
in the economy will be in
favour of an increase sooner
rather than later. Martin Weale,
an external member of the
MPC, has previously said that
he thinks it is under 1 per cent

Lower pay puts dent in feelgood factor
Kathryn Hopkins
Economics Correspondent

After years of being stuck in a
depressed state, Britain’s economy is
finally on the road to recovery.
The unemployment rate has fallen to

the lowest level since the financial crisis
struck in 2008, more people are in full-
timeworkandBritain ison track tobeat
all of its G7 competitors in terms of
growth this year.
However, there is one weak spot —

none of this feelgood factor is feeding
into workers’ pay packets.
The scale of the problem was laid

bare yesterday when the Office for
National Statistics published data
showing that wage growth had entered
negative territory for the first timesince
2009, falling by 0.2 per cent in the year
to June.
TheBankof England then slashed its

outlook for wage growth this year from
2.5per cent to 1.25per cent, with Mark
Carney, its governor, warning that pay
growth had been “remarkably weak”
and that the trend would persist for at
least the rest of the year.
TheMonetary PolicyCommittee did

not know why wage growth was weak
—and this uncertainty would prevent
it from raising interest rates until a
clearer picture emerged.
The conundrum is that wages are

stagnating despite the unemployment
rate falling to 6.4 per cent. Normally,
lower unemployment would put
upward pressure on wages, but text-
book economics is not at play here.
In its quarterly Inflation Report, the

Bankconsidered several reasons for the

pay data without picking out one in
particular. “It could reflect continued
weakness inproductivity. Itmayalsobe
that changes in labour market condi-
tions are not yet apparent in wages. Or
it could reveal information about the
degree of labour market slack,” the
report said.
Weak productivity growth, which

has confounded economists since the
economy started to recover, could be
part of the problem. Any recovery
should be associated with higher wage
growth.
TheBankhas estimated that produc-

tivitywill growby0.25per cent this year
and that, if it failed to pick up, compa-
nieswouldwant to keep costs to amini-
mumm— bad news for ’ pay packets.
Another reason, according to the

Bank, was the timing of pay deals.
Wages are typically renegotiated once
a year and almost half of employees
covered by the Bank’s wage settlement
databasearenot likely tohavehadapay
award since unemployment started to
fall sharply late last year.
In addition, many workers still

scarredby the recessiondonothave the
confidence to change jobs and demand
higher salaries. “As people become
sufficiently confident to change (or
threaten to change) jobs, and as
employers and employees renegotiate
wages, the improvements in conditions
could start to feed through,” the Bank
said.
Wage growth could also have stalled

because significant slack remains in the
labour market. The path for wages will
depend in part on how quickly that
slack is absorbed, according to the
report. As the pool of potential
employees shrinks, and people become
less willing to work extra hours, that is
likely to put upward pressure on pay. Aug 7
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Impact of mortgage curbs is wearing off
The governor of the Bank of England
said the dampening effect of tighter
borrowing rules on the housingmarket
was transitional and was wearing off.
In April, the Financial Conduct

Authority implemented new rules
which require would-be home buyers
to give much more detail about their
spending habits, but after a brief lull
activity had picked up again with the
number of first-time buyers being

granted a mortgage hitting its highest
level since 2007.
“On balance we viewed that the

implementationof theMMRrulescon-
tributed to a slowing in housingmarket
activity, fewer mortgage approvals,
fewer transactions than would have
otherwise been the case,” he said after
the Bank’s quarterly Inflation Report.
“Thiswas largely a transitional factor

risk because of the impact on the lend-
ing capacity of banks and building soci-
eties as they got up to speed with the

newrules. Soeffectively it’s a transition.
There are some early signs that the
transition process is nearing its end.”
The Mortgage Market Review,

designed to prevent borrowers being
given a mortgage they cannot afford,
means that most people will receive
help from an adviser and will have to
give more detail about their spending
habits before being granted a loan.
Experts had speculated that rules

would dampen the market, but the
Council of Mortgage Lenders empha-

sised that the latest numbers showed
that any impact had been modest.
This week, it said that 28,600 first-

time buyer loans were granted in June,
up 7 per cent on May and 19 per cent
higher than in June last year. It was the
biggest number since before the
financial downturn struck and pushed
overall house purchase lending up by
5per cent to 60,500 loans.
A separate report by the London

Central Portfolio, a specialist property
investor, found that average prices in
prime central London locations
jumped more than 11 per cent in the
second quarter of the year compared
with a year earlier to £1.6 million.
The average house price in England

and Wales reached £256,883 in the
second quarter, a rise of 5.9 per cent
from the same three months last year.
In response to fears that a housing

bubble was emerging, especially in
London, the Bank this year placed a
15per cent cap on the proportion of a
large lender’smortgagebook that could
be lent to customers borrowing more
than 4.5 times their incomes.
In June,Mr Carney told the Treasury

select committee that further restric-
tions on mortgage lending could be
introduced if hebelievedbanks andbor-
rowers were taking on too much risk.
London mania fades, page 42

Kathryn Hopkins
on what
Mark
Carney
said and
what he meant

On inflation “The MPC expects inflation to remain at, or slightly below, 2 per
cent, before reaching the target at the end of the forecast period. As I said in
Glasgow recently, as the economy normalises, Bank rate will need to start to
rise in order to achieve the inflation target. But the MPC has no pre-set course.
The path of Bank rate will depend on how the expansion proceeds.”

On growth “The MPC has revised up its expectation for near-term growth to
3.5 per cent this year and we now expect headline activity to slow a little later
than we had previously thought. Unemployment has fallen sharply and is now
expected to drop below 6 per cent by the end of the year and to around 5.5 per
cent by the end of the forecast period — a marked reduction relative to our
expectations in May.”

On wages “(We’re) not putting out a threshold, as you wouldn’t expect us to
have a single-point threshold for some magic number of average weekly
earnings that would unlock the moment when we adjusted rates. We have to
look at the prospects for wage growth.”

On consistency “The committee’s guidance is consistent and unchanged. It’s
been the same guidance since February. Developments in this economy,
developments in the global economy, developments in financial markets have
all been consistent with that guidance. Now it’s a call. It’s a judgment of the
committee, but it’s an important judgment. The judgment is about the likely
path of interest rates over the medium term.”

On slack “All of these labour market signals tell us that slack is being used up
at a faster pace than we had anticipated. But that’s not the end of the story. A
range of other indicators suggest that there was more slack in the first place . . .
Whatever the causes, these developments point to the economy being able to
sustain a higher level of employment and lower rate of unemployment without
generating additional inflationary pressures. In the committee’s best collective
judgment, the degree of slack has narrowed somewhat, and our central
estimate is now broadly in the region of 1 per cent of GDP.”

On being called muddled “You’re muddled, I’m afraid. We’ve had two phases
of forward guidance that we’ve given. The first phase is as exactly as you
described — 7 per cent unemployment threshold given at a point
where we thought there was considerable excess supply in the
economy. We didn’t know exactly how much. We didn’t
know the components, but we felt very comfortable
that. In February we put in place the next phase [of
forward guidance] and that next phase, as I said in
statement, as we said in our last minutes, as we said
our previous minutes, as we said in the May Inflatio
Report, as we said in the April minutes, as we said
March minutes, as we said in the February Inflatio
Report and the February minutes, that guidance is
entirely consistent.”

Kathryn Hopkins

Inside today

The figures may be
worse than we think
Leading article, page 20
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Macy’s feels
cold as US
retail figures
cause shiver
Alexandra Frean Washington

It may be the height of summer, but
Macy’s is still struggling to overcome
the effects of overstocking during a
difficult winter season.
The American department store

yesterday lowered its sales forecast for
the year, having missed Wall Street’s
expectations as the government pub-
lished the worst US retail sales figures
in sixmonths, suggesting the economic
recovery may be losing momentum.
Macy’s, which owns Bloomingdale’s,

reported revenue growthof 3.3 per cent
to $6.267 billion, just shy of the $6.3 bil-
lion analysts were looking for. Profits
came in at $292 million for the quarter
to August 2, a 4 per cent increase and
also slightly below expectations.
Analysts have been fairly positive

about the stock, which has consistently
reported rising revenue and profits,
while competitors have struggled and
even while it was closing stores.
But the company said that, even the

improved sales in the second quarter
could not make up its sales shortfall
from the first quarter, when the retail
sectorwashitbybadweather. It expects
full-year sales to increase by 2 per cent
to 2.5 per cent. Previous guidance was
for 2.5 per cent to 3 per cent.
Terry Lundgren, Macy’s chairman

and chief executive, said: “We are
approaching the second half with opti-
mism in our business strategies, mer-
chandise assortments and marketing
plans, tempered with the reality that
many customers still are not comfort-
able about spending more in an uncer-
tain economic environment.”
Macy’s shares fell 5.44 per cent to

$56.51 inmorning trading inNewYork.
Government figures showed that US

retail sales flatlined in July with their
worst read out in six months — zero
growth. Analysts had been expecting a
0.2 per cent improvement. Sales,
excluding cars and petrol, rose by only
0.1 per cent, below analysts’ expecta-
tions of 0.4 per cent.
Ken Perkins, a retail analyst, noted

that modest wage gains of about 2 per
cent a year held back spending. He
added that despite store closures over
the past five years, the US remained
“over-stored”. However, he expected
retailers to turn in their best profit
growth inayear in this earnings season.
Paul Dales, a senior US economist at

Capital Economics, added that a recent
acceleration in income growth implied
that consumptionwill risemore rapidly
in the coming months.

Simon Collins

Long-awaited
growth has returned
to the UK economy,
but six years of
economic turmoil

have taken their toll.
In response to shocking cases of

financial ruin and nefarious corporate
behaviour, our generation of business
leaders, investors, regulators and
commentators has created an
environment focused on avoiding risk.
Rightly so, given the need to repair

balance sheets and trust in business,
but our future prosperity also
depends on our ability to “get back
on the horse”, take risk and
encourage entrepreneurship.
It is illuminating to contrast the

effect of the recession on the risk
appetite of smaller companies versus
larger companies.
There are great examples of small

companies and entrepreneurs driving
jobs and growth, with wonderful
stories of British design, innovation
and ingenuity. These businesses take
risk — because they have to.
Perhaps counter-intuitively, the

downturn has been good for
entrepreneurship at the smaller end
of the market. Redundancy, or a lack
of opportunity in more traditional
employment, has motivated many
people to be brave and start up on
their own, whether this is leaping on
to the digital revolution or realising
dreams in the creative industries. As
the saying goes, necessity is the
mother of invention and this
certainly seems to have been borne
out in the SME community.
By contrast, the measure of success

for some of our largest companies
has been to hunker down, conserve
cash, reduce costs and be as efficient
as possible.
This has enabled them to maintain,

and even increase, dividends —which
has pleased shareholders and
benefited our pension pots. To
maintain this approach earnings need
to grow, but the evidence is pointing
instead to static earnings and
stretched dividend cover. Investors
are becoming wise to the impending
clash of dividends versus earnings and
the pressure is starting to build on
boards to put their heads above the
parapet.
Shareholders may increasingly

want something a little stronger in
their tea, but there are many
immediate difficulties for companies

to overcome: the strong pound
inhibiting exports, slowing growth in
Asia, and geopolitical uncertainties
affecting energy prices and
confidence generally. Conditions are
far from benign.
The recent burst of “mega-merger”

activity may offer some relief in
boosting earnings, but it is unlikely to
offer transformational top-line
growth. Welcome though the deal
revival is — as one of the symbols of
nascent recovery — most of the
large corporate transactions
proposed or completed (think big
pharma or construction for example)
have been sparked by efficiency gains
in a low-growth environment, or by
fiscal drivers including tax benefits.
Economists suggest we may have

to resign ourselves to a new normal
of low growth but, if we could defy
this, what magic ingredients could
we add to cultivate the conditions
for a more compelling level of
corporate earnings growth?
Money is not the problem. There is

plentiful capital from sovereign
wealth and private equity funds
looking for better returns and
banks have never stopped lending to
large companies. Furthermore,
many companies are far from
cash-constrained — they have
strong and liquid balance sheets.
More surprisingly, everything I see
and hear suggests that institutional
investor sentiment is changing: they
are encouraging risk taking in the
hunt for growth. Across most sectors
there is evidence to suggest that
shareholders are willing, even
anxious, to back companies which
have a clear strategy for growth
(unlocking those war chests in the
process) with a commensurate plan
to manage, rather than avoid, risk.
The answer to the growth

conundrum could lie in the
boardroom. Corporate governance
has changed radically over the past
few years, and massively for the
better.
Boards are becoming more diverse

and more experienced. My view is
that non-executive directors take
their roles and their fiduciary duties
extremely seriously, providing
genuine counsel and challenge to
chief executives and their executive
colleagues. I wonder whether that
challenge now needs to be as
effective at encouraging growth as it
has been recently in navigating risk?
It’s very hard to point to individual

companies and identify examples of
boards inhibiting growth in any way
— and most non-executive directors
would be genuinely surprised and
hurt at the very idea.
However, in aggregate, I believe

that large corporates have
subliminally adopted a lower
tolerance of commercial risk while
(quite rightly) adopting zero tolerance
of reputational and compliance risk.
Defying a new normal of low

growth will need all of us in big
business to unlearn our blanket
avoidance of risk and start to adopt
a more nuanced approach.
The journey to a relationship

between business and society that is
trusting and trusted will take time
and will involve continuing the
progress that is being made in
diversity and inclusion, in the
underlying purpose of companies and
in responsible trading and practices. I
think of these things as necessary for
a licence to operate in today’s world.
That journey will also need
businesses to do what society needs
most from them — grow, innovate
and create jobs. That cannot be done
without risk or failure, and I believe
business leaders understand that fully.
I do not see risk management and

entrepreneurship as mutually
exclusive. Indeed, we have many
clients who have earned custom and
the brightest talent by setting out a
clear business strategy imbued with
environmental, social and corporate
governance.
Seeing how some companies

have responded to the crisis and
society’s expectations of UK plc
makes me deeply optimistic for a
period of responsible and ethical
business growth,
where commercial
risk is taken,
managed and
rewarded.

Net rate of return of private non-financial corporations
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Source: Office for National Statistics

‘‘

’’

UK plc must embrace risk to defy
the ‘new normal’ of low growth

Simon Collins is UK chairman of
KPMG
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Deirdre Hipwell

London’s housing
mania starts to fade
The runaway train that is the London
housingmarkethas finally shownsome
signs that it is running out of puff.
Demand in London fell at its fastest

in more than six years with just 10 per
cent more surveyors reporting higher
prices in July. That compared with a
third more being confident, in the pre-
vious monthly analysis by the Royal
Institution of Chartered Surveyors,
that the rises were continuing.
Echoing a survey last week that sug-

gested demand was shifting from the
capital to the countryside, RICS said
the number of sellers and new buyer
demand fell more sharply in London
than elsewhere.
The slowdown appeared to be

spreading across the rest of the country
— albeit at a much gentler rate—with
the dampening of prices helped else-
where by growing numbers of houses
coming on to the market
RICS said that while 49 per cent

more surveyors reported an increase in
prices nationwide, the proportion was
down from 52 per cent in June. and
56per cent in May.
Jeremy Helsby, chief executive of

Savills, said last week that rising confi-
dence and Londoners selling up and
heading to the country had led to a
sharprise in thenumberof salesoutside
the capital.
Across the country, sales are rising,

according to the RICS survey, which

showed that the average number of
transactions carried out by each sur-
veyorhad increased to24.6,up from21.1
at the start of the year
RICSsaid that although its survey

showed the market was more cautious,
“prices are still projected to rise nation-
ally over the next year and by 2.5 per
cent on a 12-month view”.
Surveyors in Scotland appeared the

most optimistic, anticipating a price
gain of 3.3 per cent.
Simon Rubinsohn, chief economist

at RICS, said: “A range of policy
initiatives adopted by the Bank of
England in recent months, alongside
heightenedexpectations surroundinga
turn in the interest rate cyclehasclearly
had an impact on sentiment.
“The shift in the mood music among

potential buyers in the London market
has been particularly pronounced but
that is in a sense consistent with the
move to a more sustainable market in
the capital.
“Elsewhere around the country, the

market is showing a greater degree of
resilience, but that largely reflects the
fact that in some areas the recovery has
only recently taken hold and afforda-
bility is rather less stretched. Signifi-
cantly,membersnowexpectpricegains
over thenext year to be faster outsideof
the Capital, than in it.”
TheRICS survey is cited by theBank

ofEngland’sMonetaryPolicyCommit-
tee at its monthly interest rate setting
meetings.

DanWagner is back. The
founder of the dot-com
boom and bust storyDialog,

routinely dubbed Dial-A-Dog, is
returning to the public markets
with the “freestyle merchandising
platform” ATTRAQT.
Mr Wagner has been back twice

before. He was due last year to
float Venda, founded from the
remnants of Boo.com, but instead
sold the business to Netsuite.
Mr Wagner then pledged to list

Powa Technologies, a mobile
transactions business, but this is
yet to materialise.
ATTRAQT, which has Tesco and
Superdry among its clients,

has set a date of August 19
for its debut on AIM. Mr
Wagner will put
£1.25million of his own
money into the stock and
will be chairman of the
business, which had
revenues of less than

£2million last year.

Business big shot

name dan
wagner
age 51
position
chairman,
attraqt

branson and the night of
the long knives and forks
Has Sir Richard Branson allowed
himself a dig at the PM? “I’ve had
the pleasure of dining at Chequers
with nine out of the last ten Prime
Ministers since I started in business
50 years ago”, he wrote in a blog
post yesterday. “I won’t reveal
which one didn’t invite me —
perhaps it was something I said!”
He hadn’t visited David Cameron as
of September 2013, when the last list
was published. More importantly,
though, did Sir Richard really have
tea with Harold Macmillan, below,
as an adoloscent? He appears to be
unsure on the numbers himself. In a
2012 interview, he apparently
mentioned having met seven
different PMs at Chequers.

certain uncertainties
A question intimating that the
Bank Of England does not
have the foggiest idea about
what is happening in the
economy met with a resolute
response from Ben Broadbent,
a deputy governor, at the
press conference
accompanying the Inflation
Report. “It’s a false
dichotomy, is it not, to say
either you’re completely
certain about something
or your clueless?” he hit

back. So there you have it: the bank
is neither completely in the dark,
nor omniscient.

moving day
Jon Moulton has been in touch
after City People’s report on
comings-and-goings at Jaeger, the
refined fashion label owned by
Moulton’s Better Capital. The
finance director, he assures us, left
to pursue other interests
(“unusually but truly”), while Nick
Sanders, Better Capital’s head of
portfolio, was “needed more
elsewhere”.

strategy for tragedy
Lisa Kovitz, an executive at the
New York office of PRleviathon
Edelman, deserves an award for
sheer audacity for writing a blog
post on how to use the death of
Robin Williams “as an opportunity
to engage in a national
conversation”. The post goes on to
criticise mental health
organisations for not pushing
anything Williams-related on their
websites or Twitter feeds,
suggesting that they should be
more “visible and aggressive”.
Gawker, the website, had the most
sardonic response: “Suicide: only a
bad thing if you don’t have a
communications strategy
prepared.”

CITY PEOPLE
The feuds, the faces and the farcical
Marcus Leroux@marcusleroux
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Amazon has jumped into the world of
physical retailing with the launch of a
$10 credit-card reader and mobile app
that will allow tradesmen, food trucks,
coffee shops and personal trainers to
accept credit and debit cards.
The $10 (£5.95) Local Register point-

of-sale system will undercut a string of
existing mobile card readers, including
Square, Intuit and e-Bay’s PayPalHere,
by charging lower fees.
Thosewho sign up for Amazon’s pro-

gramme before October 31 will be
charged 1.75 per cent for each card
swiped until January 2016. For those
who join after October, Amazon will
take a 2.5 per cent cut of each card
swipe, less than the 2.75 per cent
charged by Square and PayPal.
Matt Swann, vice president of Ama-

zonLocalCommerce, said: “Wewant to
make accepting payments so easy and
inexpensive that it no longer gets in the
way of a business owner doing what
they love.”
Neil Doshi, internet and interactive

analyst at CRT Capital, said the new
systemwouldgiveAmazoncrucial data
on how US consumers shop offline.
More than 90per cent ofUS retail sales
take place in shops, government data
shows. He said Amazon would know
what peoplewere buying and “can start
to provide them on Amazon.com”.
Headded that theonline retailermay

also be trying to forge closer links with
local traders in order to tie them into
the same and next-day delivery sys-
tems that it is pioneering with its Ama-
zon Fresh grocery delivery service.

Land Securities
sails out of Bristol

Britain’s largest
property company
has sold its half

share in a Bristol
shopping mall for
£267.8million as it
reshapes its portfolio
(Deirdre Hipwell writes).
Land Securities has

sold the 50 per cent
stake in Cabot Circus to
Axa Real Estate in a
transaction that includes
the Quakers Friars mall
and surrounding shops.
Land Securities, best

known for its role in
developing London’s
“Walkie Talkie”
skyscraper, said the sale
was part of its strategy of
switching to focus on
areas and cities where it
was dominant.
Cabot Circus was

developed in a joint
venture with
Hammerson in 2008.
The scheme comprises

the 830,000 sq ft covered
shopping centre,
Quakers Friars, a
170,000 sq ft luxury
goods and dining
quarter, and 370,000 sq
ft of high street shops.
When it opened, it was

one of the largest
retail-led city centre
urban regeneration
programmes in the UK.
Scott Parsons, the

managing director of
retail at Land Securities,
said yesterday that Cabot
Circus no longer met the
group’s strategic criteria.
The group wants malls

that are “well-positioned
for growth” in key cities
where it can use its asset
management skills to
raise rental income, cut
vacant space and gain
exposure to development
opportunities.
The deal is conditional

on EU merger consent.

Daisy founder ends search for a
buyer with £500m exit strategy
The founder of Daisy Group, the
acquisitive telecoms company, has
moved to take the company private in a
£500million deal having failed to sell
the business to deep-pocketed rivals.
Matthew Riley has teamed up with

Toscafund, which already owns a
28.5per cent stake, andPentaCapital to
make a preliminary approach for a cash
offer pitched at 190p a share.
MrRiley ownsnearly a quarter of the

shares, and thepartnershipwithTosca-
fund puts him in control of more than
50per cent of the stock.
Shares in Daisy, which specialises in

supplying telecoms services to small
and medium-sized businesses, rose
6per cent, or 11p, to 186p in response to
the offer.
VirginMedia came close to buying

Daisy this year for £500million while
Vodafone, which owns Cable &Wire-
less Worldwide, also held talks, as
reported by The Times. Both walked
away before making an offer.
It is understood that Daisy’s board

wouldnothaveaccepted less than200p
a share to sell the business and were
holding out for a bid of 220p a share.
The company is valued at £490million
at the new 190p-a-share offer.
The decision to go private was

regarded by someanalysts as a “PlanB”
forMrRiley in the absence of any trade
buyers emerging for the business.
The consortium bid suggests that

Daisy could be bulked up by other
assets owned by the funds bidding
alongside Mr Riley. Philip Carse, an
analyst with Megabuyte, noted that
Toscafund owned a 28per cent stake
inPhoenix IT, which had previously
been in Daisy’s sights, while Penta
ownedSixDegrees, ahostingcompany.
“A combined Daisy/Phoenix/Six

Degrees would have revenues and
earnings before interest, tax, deprecia-
tion and amortisation of £650million

and £100million before synergies. This
is similar to Virgin Media and behind
only BT and Vodafone/Cable & Wire-
less Worldwide in the broader-based
fixed andmobile UK business commu-
nications market,” Mr Carse said.
A sale would represent a quick profit

for NeilWoodford, the former Invesco
fund manager, whose CF Woodford
Equity Income Fund bought a 4per
cent stake in Daisy at 170p this year.
Invesco, with 22 per cent, will also have
a large say if a formal offer is tabled.
Daisy has built up a large customer

base by sweeping up smaller and strug-
gling rivals. The company came to
market via a reverse takeover of Free-

dom4, a company owned by the entre-
preneur Peter Dubens, which netted
Mr Riley an £80million fortune. Mr
Dubens, the owner of Time Outmaga-
zine and chairman of Daisy, has a 1per
cent stake in the company although the
Oakley fund in which he is a director
holds 13.6 per cent.
The Daisy strategy has been to buy

underperforming rivals and strip out
costs by moving operations to Nelson
in Lancashire. However, such deals
have provedharder to comebyover the
past two years and the valuations put
on businesses have risen.
Daisy negotiated a £200million

credit facility inMarch last year, which

fuelled speculation that it was ready for
a transformativedeal, but ithas failed to
land a substantial target.
The share price has more than

doubled since the start of last year, but
the company remains loss-making and
revenue growth in the year to March
was relatively flat at £353 million.
Kate Hanaghan, an analyst with

TechMarketView, said that Daisy
needed to shift its revenue and profit in
the right direction.
“We wonder if the consortium is of

the view that it can do a better job of
‘re-casting’ Daisy (perhaps by more
radical means) under private owner-
ship,” she said.

Amazon takes
on rivals with
card reader
Alexandra Frean Washington

Nic Fildes
Technology &Communications Editor
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Michael Page has warned of a growing
skills shortage in Britain but reassured
investors that the outlook for its busi-
ness was “gradually improving” thanks
to the tentative recovery of the global
economy.
The specialist recruitment group

reported year-on-year growth in all
fourof its regions—Britain, theAmeri-
cas, Asia Pacific and the rest of the
world. Pre-tax profit rose to £35.6 mil-
lion for the first half of the year, com-
pared with £32 million a year earlier.
Britain was the best performing

region, with “signs of greater confi-
dence both in London and the regions”.
However, greater demand from
employers had led to a shortage of suit-
able candidates in certain industries,
the company added.
Recruitment of staff in finance and

accounting, and in construction and
property, was particularly strong.
The strong pound, which gained

3per cent over the period, cut gross
profits by £19 million and pre-tax
profits by £3 million.
“While adverse forex continues to

impact our results at reported rates, the
underlying business environment is
gradually improving in anumber of our
key markets in this early stage of the
recovery cycle,” Steve Ingham, the
chief executive, said.
The company, which mainly finds

candidates to fill permanent positions,
said that it expected to perform in line
with market expectations for the full
year. Its shares closed down 5p at 442p.

Recruiter lifts
profit despite
skills shortage
Tim Webb

Son of Nelson
keeps a keen
eye on costs
Profile Matthew Riley

T
he man planning to take
Daisy off the stock market
loves to recount stories
about the lavish costs he
has discovered at the

dozens of tiny companies he has
bought (Nic Fildes writes).
One business had an office in

Miami that no one knew existed.
At the headquarters of another
company, Matthew Riley found
that by flicking the light switch he
turned on the lights at a nearby
office — where a family member of
the business that was bought
appeared to have set up shop.
Mr Riley, 40, likes the “boring,

mundane” stuff such as cost-
cutting. Those who have worked
with him describe him as ambitious
and occasionally abrasive in his

relentless drive to build Daisy into
a northern telecoms champion.
The outspoken Lancastrian left

school at 16 and spent two years
fixing fax machines. He joined
Deutsche Telekom and found his
feet in the industry before
launching Daisy from his garage.
Mr Riley came to prominence in

2007 when he won a young
entrepreneur award that led to a
mentorship from Sir Philip Green,
the retail billionaire.
He already had a taste for

deals and set off on an
acquisition spree that
eventually landed him with a
listing, via a reverse takeover
of Peter Dubens’ Freedom4
business. The deal netted
him £80million in cash
and shares.
He had already

taken out 24 smaller
rivals and scooped
up a further 20
companies after a
listing that
swelled Daisy’s
value towards
£500million.

As a bonus, the company’s
success helped to boost
employment in Nelson, Mr Riley’s
home town. Mr Riley has been
scathing of the local government’s
lack of action to revive the town’s
prospects and is pleased to have
brought hundreds of telecoms jobs
to the area.
He briefly achieved wider fame

when he appeared on the reality
TVshow The Apprentice to terrify

the final candidates in one
season. Mr Riley told one
candidate that their business
plan made him “want to be
sick” and that their growth
strategy “smells like

bulls**t”.
Mr Riley is a supporter of
Burnley Football Club and
Manchester United and is
a regular at Old
Trafford. He is also a
fan of kneeboarding, a
type of water skiing, but
broke his arm in 2011 and
has had to take a rest

from extreme sports. He is
married with three
children.
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Backers cut stakes
in miner linked to
disputed £50m deal
Two of African Minerals’ biggest
institutional shareholders cut their
exposure to the iron ore miner after
an allegation that it paid $50million
to a company secretly part-owned by
its executive chairman.
It came as African Minerals suf-

fered big votes against the reappoint-
ment of its non-executive directors at
its annual meeting. Frank Timis, the
company’s founder and boss, has
denied benefiting from the payment
to Global Iron Ore (GIO Cyprus).
BlackRock and Templeton Asset

Management both sold their stakes
below the minimum 5 per cent
threshold required for disclosure to
investors. Neither Blackrock nor
Templeton would confirm whether
they had sold all of their holdings.
BlackRock’s natural resources

fund is led byEvyHambro, one of the
most respected fundmanagers in the
mining industry.
The desertion by blue chip institu-

tions is a further blow to the African
Minerals management on a day
when nearly a third of shareholders
voted against its pay policy and a
similar proportion voted to oust its
non-executive directors.
RogerLiddell, the senior independ-

ent director, told shareholders at the
annual meeting yesterday that the
company was talking to Mr Timis,
whowasnot at themeeting, about his
role as executive chairman. He said:
“Frank’s role is very important but
having an executive chairman is not
an ideal structure and we would look
to change it in the medium term.”
However, the situation is compli-

cated by a highly unusual clause in a
$1.5 billion supply contract that Afri-
can Minerals signed with Shandong
Iron and Steel in 2012.
In an attempt to ensure the loyalty

of Mr Timis, Shandong has a put

option under which it can demand
that African Minerals buy back
Shandong’s 25 per cent stake in its
operating assets if Mr Timis steps
down from the board.
In a recent note, analysts at Deut-

sche Bank asked the company what
benefit to shareholders there was in
the clause in the Shandong deal.
Deutsche, which had a “buy” recom-
mendation onAfricanMinerals until
last week, asked what changes to the
board were being made to protect
minority shareholders.
The $50million payment to GIO

Cyprus in 2012 was a settlement over
a broken supply agreement that was

necessary because of the Shandong
deal. One of the two directors inGIO
Cyprus was the son of Dermot
Coughlan, an African Minerals non-
executive director until last month,
when he resigned over failing to dis-
close his holding in companies that
were “affiliates” of GIO Cyprus.
The other director was Eden Der-

van, a former soldier who had been
convicted for possessing explosives
that were discovered during amoney
laundering raid.
African Minerals appointed inves-

tigators to look into the allegation
that Mr Timis owned a 25per cent
interest in GIO Cyprus through a
side agreement but said they could
not prove or disprove his involvment.

Marcus Leroux

E.ON under
pressure after
profits surge
Tim Webb

One of Britain’s biggest energy com-
panies is under renewed pressure to
cut household bills after profits at its
oil, gas and power division soared by
more than a third.
E.ON, the German-owned com-

pany which supplies 4.8million
households in theUK,benefited from
higher oil prices as profits from its
upstream division over the six
months to June 30 rose to £208 mil-
lion from £159 million.
TonyCocker, the chief executive of

E.ONUK, said that income fromsup-
plying electricity and gas to house-
holds fell after people turned down
their central heating during the mild
winter. Profits for both divisions fell
by 8 per cent to £396 million.
However, consumer groups said

that a fall in profits from its retail divi-
sion did not justify the company’s
refusal to pass on a recent slump in
wholesale gas prices to consumers by
cutting household bills.
Gillian Guy, the chief executive of

CitizensAdvice, said: “While amilder
wintermayhave causedE.ON’s retail
profits to decline, the amount of
money it made through energy gen-
eration has increased on last year.”
Wholesale gas prices have more

than halved since the beginning of
the year allowing energy suppliers to
boost their profits margins.
Profits at E.ON’s parent company

slumped by 20 per cent to €1.5 billion
in the first half because a glut of wind
farms and solar panels in Germany
depressed power prices.

Charges put
the focus on
Sullom Voe
Tim Webb

A dispute between the UK’s largest
independent North Sea oil producer
and BP over rocketing fees at a big
terminal on the Shetland Islands has
become a test case for the govern-
ment’s Wood review.
One of the key recommendations

of Sir IanWood, a founding father of
the North Sea oil industry, to maxi-
mise recovery of oil and gas in the
mature basinwas to set up a regulator
to intervene in squabbles between
operators over shared infrastructure.
Enquest has agreed to form a task-

force with other users of the Sullom
Voe terminal and BP, its operator, to
seek away to reduce the “unsustaina-
ble” fees.
BPsaid that it was implementing a

“major renewal programme at the
terminal.
SullomVoewas built in the 1970s to

handle production in the northern
North Sea and Shetland with a capa-
city of 1.2million barrels per day.
However, last year the terminal han-
dled less than 80,000 barrels per day.
Jonathan Swinney, the chief finan-

cial officer, said: “It’s anearly example
of what theWood review is tackling.”
Fees paid by Enquest, one of the

largest users of Sullom Voe, last year
more than doubled, triggering a
$32million exceptional charge by the
independent producer yesterday.
Enquest’s first half pre-tax profits

fell 11 per cent to $149million com-
pared with last year. Shares closed
down 6p at 118¾p.

Game on Visitors play the Hearthstone game at the Blizzard Entertainment exhibition stand during the Gamescom 2014 fair in
Cologne, Germany, yesterday. The five-day Gamescom convention, Europe’s largest video games trade fair, runs until Sunday

INA FASSBENDER/REUTERS

The cost of electricity has overtaken
accessing finance and the burden of
red tape as the biggest challenge
facing Britain’s small businesses, a
report reveals.
In a survey of 2,000 companies,

Citizens Advice found that 46 per
centwereconcernedabout thecostof
electricity, but only 16 per cent were
worried about accessing finance.
Gillian Guy, the chief executive of

Citizens Advice, said: “Regulators,
firmsandbusinessgroupsneed topay
far greater attention to the ways in
which these markets meet the needs
of small business.”
The charity said that small busi-

nesses lacked the “market power” of
their larger counterparts to negotiate
good deals. It added that it was plan-
ning to place a greater focus on prob-
lems facing small companies in deal-
ing with the likes of utility providers
and telecoms providers.
Ms Guy added: “Small businesses

can feel powerless when it comes to
the cost of their electricity.”

Power prices
top worries
at small firms
James Hurley

How The Times broke the news of
African Minerals’ Cyprus payment
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After listing badly, Saga levels up
Lance Batchelor knows a thing or two
about choppy conditions. The chief
executive of Saga was a Royal Navy
navigator in hunter-killer submarines
at the tail-end of the Cold War in the
1980s. So he is perhaps understandably
sanguine about the bumpy flotation of
the over-50s insurance and travel
group three months ago.
“We got it away,” he says. “And with

hindsight, it looks like we got the price
roughly right. We compared well to
others floating at the time, who were
miles off.”
He also dismisses as “hot air” the

complaints from some investors that
Saga was a bog-standard insurer mas-
querading as something more exotic.
Not all investors would rate the

initial public offering quite so
positively. Institutional shareholders
largely shunned the offer, leaving the
private equity owners with £315million
worth of unsold stock. Retail investors,
by contrast, flooded Saga with applica-
tions and had to be scaled back, but the
share price drooped nevertheless.
The shares at one point fell as low as

170p, 8per cent below the 185p offer
price, and even today investors are
nursing small losses on paper. The
shares closed yesterday at 183¼p.
For the 200,000Saga customerswho

took the plunge, many of them used to
the easy profits from all those 1980s
privatisations and 1990s demutualisa-
tions, this came as a disappointment—
although, as Mr Batchelor points out,
they have been “rock solid” in not
baling out. Those loyal for a
year will receive one
free extra share for
every 20 they hold, he
adds.
Mr Batchelor, who

recently entered the
Saga demographic by
turning 50, has shared in
the financial disappoint-
ment. He has been
loaded up with £4mil-
lion worth of options,
but the strike price is
185p, leaving him for
the moment in the
same position as his
former submariner col-
leagues — under water.
Most of his colleagues,
long-serving Saga-ites,

have made fortunes thanks to option
arrangements set at more generous
levels, but Mr Batchelor joined in
March and will make money on his
share incentives only if his new share-
holders also turn a profit.

“There’s absolutely no reasonwhy
I should swan in and instantly

make millions of pounds,”
says the man who five
months ago was selling
fast food as chief exec-
utive of Domino’s
Pizza.

When approached
to run Saga, he
found the prospect
irresistible. It
tapped into his
philosophy about

good customer service, drilled into him
during spells at Amazon and Tesco, but
also his expertise in database manage-
ment. As marketing director of Tesco
under Sir Terry Leahy, Mr Batchelor
was in charge of its Clubcard.
One of Saga’s most precious

strengths is its database of 10.5 million
customers, many of them multiple
purchasers. He calls the demographic
“fabulous”, and theageingbabyboomer
generation is set to swell the ranks of
the over-50s by 25 per cent in the next
two decades. The number of over-75s is
predicted to increase by 73 per cent.
“No one has a demographic like us.
One, it’s wealthy, and two, it’s growing
inexorably.”
He is confident that Saga can extend

its brand into new areas, with private

domiciliary care and wealth manage-
ment high on his list of priorities. So
far Saga has concentrated on care for
local authority customers, but it is
quietly experimenting with private
care.
The company is also talking to

wealth management firms about a
partnership to offer wider investment
services. Mr Batchelor believes that
the reforms to the advice industry and
to compulsory annuity-buying are
offering up new opportunities.
The Saga brand is powerful. A

partnership in deposit-taking with
Birmingham Midshires, part of
Lloyds, produced an instant spurt of
business. “We didn’t push it very
hard, but £5 billion arrived,” says Mr
Batchelor. Saga-branded credit cards

administered by Allied Irish Banks
were similarly successful — 150,000
cardholders signed up. The next
project could be retirement villages,
and Saga is talking to potential
development partners.
Mr Batchelor concedes there is a

danger of the brand being extended too
far, and admits there will be failures:
“Over the next decadewewill probably
enter a dozen [product or service] cate-
gories, and not all of them will work.”
However, he believes the brand will

weather such setbacks as long as the
company retains its obsession with
quality and service and its empathy
with its particular customer base. “I
think the Saga brand can withstand it
so long as we concentrate on that
before we go after profit margin.”

Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

Destinology, which devises luxury holidays, is an excellent fit for Saga says its chief executive Lance Batchelor, below

Holiday that
cost £20m
Patrick Hosking

Saga has sealed its first acquisition
since the flotation in May, snapping up
75per centofDestinology, anupmarket
travel company, for £20million in cash.
The proceeds will go to Dominic

Speakman, a Bolton-based entrepre-
neur who ten years ago founded the
business which devises luxury hotel-
based holidays in Asia and the Middle
East and markets them online.
Sagahas theoptionover thenext two

years to buy the remaining 25 per cent
off Mr Speakman, who will gradually
bow out of the business. Destinology,
which employes 110 people, sold
packages to 30,000 holidaymakers last
year.
Lance Batchelor, the chief executive

of Saga, said that the acquisitionwas an
excellent fit with the group’s travel and
cruises division.
Unlike Saga-branded products,

which are aimed exclusively at over-
50s, Destinology will still market to
under-50s and families with children.
“The strategic focus of Saga will

remain 50-plus,” Mr Batchelor said.
He said that the acquisition was

“absolutely not” a response to criticism
fromsomeanalysts during the flotation
that Saga was essentially an unexciting
insurance business with a few add-ons.

IMAGE BROKER/REX FEATURES
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French price fall deepens
fear of eurozone deflation
Fears thatEurope could be in the grip
of a deflationary spiral grew yester-
day after France andSpain registered
a fall in prices andGermany reported
its lowest inflation rate since 2010.
The figures fuelled acute concern

in Paris that the eurozone could get
stuck inacycleofdeflationand reces-
sion similar to that which trapped
Japan for 20 years from the mid
1990s.
The gloom was compounded by a

contraction in industrial production
across the common currency zone.
President Hollande of France has

been urging fellowEuropean leaders,
notably Angela Merkel, the German
chancellor, to loosen their purse
strings in an attempt to head off the
threat of widespread deflation.
Hiswarningswere given substance

when the French National Institute
for Economic Studies and Statistics
announced that prices in France had
fallen by 0.3 per cent in July com-
pared with June.
The institute put the drop down to

summer sales and a glut of fresh pro-
duce after clement spring weather,
but with the year-on-year French
inflation rate standing at 0.5 per cent,
well below the level regarded as

healthy by the European Central
Bank, alarm bells rang in Paris.
Economists warned, for instance,

that tax revenue would be slashed at
a time when the government was
striving to rein in a budget deficit
likely to be about 4 per cent this year.
Observers said that low inflation

would hamper any attempts to lower
French debt and to improve the com-
petitiveness of the country’s industry.
Worsecould follow, according toLe

Figaro, which said: “The spectre of
deflation is hovering over the French
economy.”
Spain, which is struggling with

deflation, added to the despondency
when it said that year-on-year con-
sumer prices had fallen by 0.4 per
cent in July, the biggest drop
since 2009.
Germany reported that

year-on-year inflation stood
at 0.8 per cent in July, the low-
est for more than four years.
The disclosure added

to the anxiety that
will accompany the
publication today of
Germany’s growth

rate. Economists said that the
eurozonewasmore in need than ever
of a German economy at full
throttle.
The eurozone statistics will

embolden Mr Hollande in his cam-
paign to place the deflationary threat
at the top of the European agenda.
Mario Draghi, the president of the

European Central Bank, has previ-
ously promised to use “unconven-
tional instruments” to stave off a
“prolonged period of low inflation”.
Yet Mr Hollande’s campaign has

sparked debate, with critics saying
that his prophecy could be self-fulfill-
ing if consumers decided to put off
purchases in the hope that prices
would fall.
Philippe Waechter, head of re-

search atNatixisAssetManagement,
said: “The risk is that this idea enters
consumers’ minds, which doesn’t en-
courage them to spend.”

Jean-Marc Vittori, a commen-
tator at Les Echos, the French
financial daily, said that the
Socialist head of state was
using deflationary talk out of
political calculation. “The
president intends to justify in
this way France’s incapacity
to respect its budgetary
commitments.”

Adam Sage Paris

Japanese
shoppers
keep their
wallets shut

A
controversial rise
in consumption
tax has reversed
Japan’s economic
recovery,

plunging the world’s third-
largest economy into its
biggest contraction since
the 2011 tsunami and
earthquake (Lucy
Alexander writes).
Japan’s total economic

output shrank by 1.7 per
cent in the three months to
June, or by 6.8 per cent on
an annual basis. A
slowdown was expected
after Shinzo Abe, the prime
minister, imposed an
increase in sales tax from
5to 8 per cent in April. The
figures wiped out a 6.1 per
cent annualised rise in GDP
in the first quarter of the
year, caused by a consumer

rush to buy before the April
1 deadline. Mr Abe, who has
for 18 months been pursing
an aggressive economic
growth programme dubbed
“Abenomics”, said: “We’re
going to analyse [the data]
and do our best to bring the
economy back on a
recovery path.”
The government and the

Bank of Japan remain

confident that a return to
growth is imminent. Akira
Amari, the economy
minister, said the downturn
was “within expectations”
and that GDP was “set to
grow sharply” during the
third quarter of the year.
However, consumer

spending, which accounts
for about 60 per cent of
GDP, fell by 5 per cent over

the quarter, the sharpest
drop since records began in
1994. The previous time the
sales tax was increased, in
1997, the economy fell into a
prolonged recession.
Abenomics — a mixture

of lavish money printing,
government spending and
promises of structural
reform — has yet to trickle
down to the consumers.

After years of entrenched
deflation, inflation is at
1.3 per cent, and the Bank of
Japan expects to hit its 2 per
cent target next year.
Unfortunately for Japan’s
salarymen, “office ladies”,
shop workers and engineers,
particularly those employed
in small and medium-sized
businesses, wages have not
yet risen accordingly.

FRANCK ROBICHON/EPA

L&G issues parting shot at trade body

One of the City’s most influential
trade bodies was dealt a blow yester-
day when Legal & General
announced plans to leave.
Nigel Wilson, the chief executive,

said that the Association of British
Insurers was less relevant since a
restructuring inwhich its investment
division was carved out and merged
with the Investment Management
Association. He also said that L&G, a

founding member of the association,
increasingly needed to provide com-
mercially sensitive informationwhen
lobbying government and that this
could not be sharedwith competitors
through the ABI for legal reasons.
“Our view is that our shareholders’

and policyholders’ interests are best
served through L&G engaging
through a variety of interfaces rather
thanone tradeassociation,” he said in
a letter to Otto Thoresen, the ABI’s
chief executive. L&G is understood to

have been frustrated when it differed
with the ABI recently overminimum
pension charges and the reformof an
aspect of pension schemes known as
active member discounts.
Thedeparture is a blow to the asso-

ciation not just because of L&G’s sub-
scription fees, which are thought to
be more than £1 million, but also
because it weakens its authority. Mr
Thoresen said that the ABI’s mem-
bership still represented more than
90 per cent of the insurance industry.

Patrick Hosking

President Hollande
has urged Europe’s
leaders to spend
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the stock market appears to have
taken a view already on the
smooth-talking car salesmen:
Lookers’ shares were barely touched
yesterday, leaving the stock looking
as if it peaked at about 12 per cent
higher.
Add doubt about how consumers

will buy cars in the future, it all
makes the multiples look like one of
those “once-in-lifetime, honest guv”
special offers that can be declined.

motors bears no relation to the state
of the economy. It has more to do
with cheap credit, PPI windfalls, the
fuel efficiency of new cars which
makes them more cost effective, and
the flooding of the British market
with cheaper vehicles because the
manufacturers can’t shift units on
the continent.
There is a decent argument that

says the benefits of at least three of
these will begin to unwind. Which
makes the latest record performance
from Lookers — pre-tax profits up
nearly 40 per cent at £37 million at
the half year on sales up nearly a
third at £1.6 billion — all the more
intriguing.
Despite these best-ever numbers,

I f the car market were a proxy for
consumer spending and
confidence then we would not

have had the sluggish, non-feelgood
economic recovery that we have
experienced.
The sale of new cars has risen

month on month for the past 29
months, up 10 per cent year-on-year.
Getting on for 2.5 million new cars
will find their way on to UK streets
this year. In this country there is one
car for every two people — men,
women and children.
Plainly, the business of selling

companies news

PRICES

Evraz seals $425m loan
Despite sanctions relating to the
Ukraine crisis, European banks
appear to have no problems
lending to Evraz, which is one of
Roman Abramovich’s highest
profile investments outside
Chelsea football club. The
Russian steelmaker, which has a
mill and iron-ore interests in
Ukraine, said that it had raised a
$425million loan from a group
including Deutsche Bank, ING of
the Netherlands, France’s Société
Générale, Austria’s Raiffeisen and
Nordea, the Scandanavian bank.

HSBC bonus plan
HSBC has emerged as the second
bank to have paid millions of
pounds in “role-based” share
awards as it sidesteps European
laws aimed at capping bonuses.
Europe’s biggest bank handed 15
executives a total of £7.1million,
with Samir Assaf, head of its
investment bank, taking
£1.5million of shares and Stuart
Gulliver, chief executive, £850,000.
RBS awarded ten top bankers
£3.5million on Wednesday.

Ronson sells City site
Gerald Ronson’s Heron
International has sold a site, with
permission for a luxury hotel and
flats, in the City of London for
£97 million. The company said
that the Bishopsgate plot had
gone to UOL Group in a deal that
will mark the Singapore
developer’s debut in London. The
Heron Plaza site is next to the
former Heron Tower, now known
as Salesforce Tower, and has been
owned by Mr Ronson for 15 years.

Glencore disappoints
Glencore’s production in the first-
half of the year underwhelmed
the City. Shares in the mining
group dipped 9½p to 365½p after
it reported what analysts said was
a “mixed bag”. Copper output
rose 13 per cent, in line with
market forecasts, but zinc and
nickel production slowed. The
London-listed company, which is
due to report half-year results
next week, makes almost half of
its profit from copper.

Read these stories
in full online
thetimes.co.uk/
business

HarryWilson Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Lower the
standard
and get off
this ship

S
ix years ago it would have
been hard to design a bank
better suited to weather the
financial crisis than Standard
Chartered.

About its only link to the west
were its London headquarters and a
UK listing, while its extensive
footprint in the booming east
ensured that it became a favourite
with investors in the aftermath of the
crash as funds looked to escape
banks mired in bad debts and
litigation.
On the second anniversary of

the crisis, in 2010, Standard
Chartered shares were
trading around £19, having
staged the strongest post-
crisis rebound of any
British lender. Since then,
the story is not such a
happy one.
As developed markets have

recovered, so more questions have
been asked about the strength of the
developing world and, in particular,
Asia’s boom. Bulls have continued to

insist that Asia, by which they mean
China and India, remains on a steady
path of growth, but as the region’s

economies have slowed, Standard
Chartered has faced tougher
scrutiny from the markets.

A decade-long run of
record profits may only
just have ended, and it is
only fair to point out that
the bank is judged against a

higher performance
benchmark than its more

domestically focused peers, but the
truth is that the way such an
extended run of earnings was
achieved never received the type of

close analysis it is now
getting.
Loans to large Asian

conglomerates were cash
cows for years, but
provisioning against
potential losses is lower than
some are comfortable with,
particularly in India and Singapore.
On top of potentially higher

provisions, capital rules continue to
bite and it is likely given the greater
risk weights being applied to assets
linked to other financial institutions
that the bank could face an
additional earnings drag.
Financial institutions make up

40per cent of risk-weighted assets at
Standard Chartered, more than
double the proportion at HSBC, and
quadruple the exposure of other
British lenders, meaning the
incoming weighting will hit it harder
than most.
Finances aside, management of

the bank is a growing area of
uncertainty and any change at the
top could bring more writedowns.
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Trouble in Asia
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There are probably worse
businesses to be in at the
moment, but writing motor

insurance policies is probably among
the worst in the UK.
As Admiral Group shares lost

more than 5 per cent of their value
yesterday the motor insurer tried to
put the most positive spin it could on
a continuing fall in premiums and
the erosion of margins. Though the
company reported a small rise in
profits the market saw through the
ruse, pointing to the release of cash

reserves from previous years to
boost earnings.

The hope must be of an
upturn in the underwriting
cycle. RSA said last week
that it had pulled back
from the business because
it could not continue writing

“unprofitable” policies, and if
this trend continues Admiral could

eventually be right.
In the meantime, there were few

bright spots for the business to point
to, though its move into the US
could eventually deliver the “huge
potential” the insurer says it might.
The move of Kevin Chidwick,
Admiral’s chief financial officer, to
take over the running of the US
Elephant Auto Insurance business
highlights the seriousness of the
company’s intent to find growth
outside the UK.

40%
Of risk assets

are exposures to
other banks

follow me
on twitter
for updates
@harrynwilson

MY ADVICE Sell
WHY The bank’s problems
are only just beginning. There
is likely to be further pain
as the slowdown in Asia
continues

Amara Mining thinks it has
struck gold. Or rather,
Amara has always known

that it would strike gold, but now
thinks that it might have struck
quite a lot of it.
Shares in the AIM-quoted miner

soared yesterday after it reported
“exceptional drilling results” that
the company claimed meant its
Yaoure mine in Côte d’Ivoire could
become one of the ten biggest in
Africa and potentially among the
50 largest in the world.
With a low cost of extraction this

could be worth a look.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICE Hold
WHY Needs to show that it
can perform overseas

MY ADVICE Avoid
WHY Record results hide
growing doubts over market

standard chartered

Revenue $9.3bn Profit $3bn

admiral group

Revenue £1bn Profit £183m

lookers

Sales £1.6bn Profits £37m

Major Indices
New York
Dow Jones 16651.80 (+91.26)
Nasdaq Composite 4434.13 (+44.87)
S&P 500 1946.72 (+12.97)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15213.63 (+52.32)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 24890.34 (+200.93)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 395.27 (+1.05)

Sydney
AO 5507.90 (-15.20)

Frankfurt
DAX 9198.88 (+129.41)

Singapore
Straits 3301.41 (-1.98)

Brussels
BEL20 3102.96 (+31.81)

Paris
CAC-40 4194.79 (+32.63)

Zurich
SMI Index 8388.71 (+58.91)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3056.17 (+32.40)

London

FTSE 100 6656.68 (+24.26)
FTSE 250 15527.48 (+61.67)
FTSE 350 3617.09 (+13.36)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2685.42 (+10.30)
FTSE All-Shares 3553.64 (+13.05)
FTSE Non Financials 4163.71 (+8.07)
techMARK 100 3246.76 (+16.43)
Bargains 961050
US$ 1.6689 (-0.0114)
Euro 1.2481 (-0.0087)
£:SDR 1.10 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 87.5 (0.7)
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 128.30 Jun (2005 = 100)
RPI 256.30 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.80 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 913.37 (-8.36)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4536.96 (-12.81)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 102.65 +1.10
Brent 25 day (Jan) 103.65 +0.85
Brent 25 day (Feb) 104.45 +0.85
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 97.35 +0.50
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 96.45 +0.40

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 944.00 944.00 -6.00
Gasoil EEC 879.00 881.00 +0.25
3.5 Fuel Oil 553.00 555.00 -2.00
Naphtha 857.00 861.00 -8.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Aug unq Nov 892.50-892.00
Sep 885.75-885.50 Dec 894.00-893.50
Oct 889.50-889.25 Volume: 350788

Brent (9.00pm)
Sep 104.11-104.05 Dec 105.86-105.81
Oct 104.88-104.85 Jan 106.10-105.93

Nov 105.51-105.47 Volume: 1107898

LIFFE

Cocoa

Sep 2050-2047 Dec 1948-1910
Dec 2025-2024 Mar 1760 BID
Mar 1990-1989 May unq
May 1974-1970
Jul 1962 BID
Sep 1951 BID Volume: 23681

RobustaCoffee

Jul unq Mar 2027-1985
Sep 1965-1964 May 2175-1990
Nov 1983-1974
Jan 1998-1975 Volume: 9127

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters May 479.90-475.00
Aug 485.40-484.50

Oct 432.70-432.60 Oct 517.00-493.90
Dec 448.90-445.00 Dec 522.00-504.30
Mar 468.20-465.80 Volume: 8519

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Nov 122.25 Jan 123.25 Mar 126.75
May 129.20 Jul 131.80 Volume: 313

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 111.88 112.57 111.64 112.50 179868 384157
Dec 14 111.90 111.90 111.89 111.92 4 1

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.400 99.430 99.380 99.430 96782 345890
Dec 14 99.210 99.310 99.190 99.300 238418 494451
Mar 15 99.000 99.120 98.970 99.110 154709 391230
Jun 15 98.780 98.920 98.750 98.900 148183 266695
Sep 15 98.560 98.700 98.520 98.690 147003 256789

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.805 99.810 99.800 99.810 36664 478702
Dec 14 99.810 99.820 99.810 99.815 20184 436719
Mar 15 99.820 99.830 99.820 99.825 14582 391110
Jun 15 99.825 99.835 99.820 99.830 21376 333627
Sep 15 99.815 99.820 99.805 99.820 10597 334339

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 99.980 99.990 99.970 99.980 21436 50643
Dec 14 100.02 100.03 100.01 100.02 13347 42718
Mar 15 100.04 100.05 100.04 100.05 4136 42925
Jun 15 100.06 100.07 100.06 100.06 2493 36405

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.34 111.34 111.32 111.34 325 26255
Dec 14 111.34

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 126.50 126.63 126.41 126.59 1824 9482
Dec 14 126.59

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 144.30 144.41 144.30 144.79 170 3344
Dec 14 144.79

FTSE100 Sep 14 6604.5 6651.5 6602.5 6648.5 70069 572342
Dec 14 6600.0 6621.0 6600.0 6621.5 18 13448

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4027.0 350
Dec 14
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A
record
label and
talent
agency
with PSY,

the South Korean
rapper responsible for
2012’s summer
earworm Gangnam
Style, on its roster of
artists is rumoured to
be close to securing
£60million from an
investment fund
owned by LVMH, the
luxury goods giant
behind Louis Vuitton,

TAG Heuer and Moët
& Chandon. L Capital
Asia is in discussions
about pumping
money into YG
Entertainment, one of
South Korea’s three
biggest record firms,
named after its
founder Yang Hyun-
suk, whose nickname
is “Yang Goon”.

PSY, one of
life’s little
luxuries

TIM WIMBORNE / REUTERS

The rate isn’t moving, so
Footsie takes forward step
Gary ParkinsonMarket report

T
hinner pay packets may be
squeezing workers, but they
gave companies’ investors a
gift. The first fall in wages
for five years prompted the

market to push back its expectations
for when the Bank of England would
lift interest rates from their record
low of 0.5 per cent, where they have
been since March 2009, and sent the
pound sharply lower.
Good news for shares on both

counts. Cheaper borrowing peps the
economy. Lower rates diminish the
attraction of bonds against equities
and weaker sterling helps exporters.
With about three quarters of the
FTSE100’s earnings derived overseas,
London’s cosmopolitan leading index
popped as many as 32 points higher.
That would have been 21 points more,

had a string of constituents —
including Royal Dutch Shell,
whose B shares were
marked 18½p lower to
£24.77, AstraZeneca, off
27½p at £41.01½ and Rio
Tinto, 91½p easier at £34.23½
— not started to trade without
right to the next dividend.
Then came some soggy economic

data from America, where retail sales
sputtered unexpectedly in July. The
nervousness that followed pared the
Footsie’s gains, eventually closing 24.3
points higher at 6,656.7. Gaza and
Ukraine simmered, and trading was
light.
Trading in G4S was heavy,

however, after the security company
turned out to be performing better
than expected. Shares added 13¾p to
273½p. Conversely, Admiral retreated
79p to £13.71 after car insurance
premiums dropped by 9 per cent.
While dampened expectations of

higher interest rates in Britain lifted
housebuilders and banks — Barratt

Developments added 9½p to
350¾p and Royal Bank of
Scotland advanced 6½p to
348½p — mining shares
were unsettled by the latest
poor economic data from
China, a voracious consumer

of metals. Antofagasta, a
Chilean miner of copper, the

metal used heavily in the power and
building industries, lost 12½p to 809p.
Geopolitical tensions, the name the

City gives to trouble around the world
that undermines market confidence,
were less shrill than in the previous
few days. Enough to see easyJet rally
32p to £12.90 and Thomas Cook 4¼p
higher at 123p.
In the FTSE 250, 61.7 points higher

at 15,527.5, Just Eat rose a further 22p
to 262p, helped by analysts pushing
through upgrades a day after news
that profits had surged. The takeaway
food website is above its 260p April
float price, finally.
On AIM, TLA Worldwide edged

¼p higher to 39¼p on confirmation

that it was in talks with the
government of Victoria to host the
annual International Champions Cup
— for which some of the biggest
football clubs in Europe compete —
in Melbourne next year.
Plexus Holdings, up a ha’penny at

242p, already supplies wellheads to
the likes of Shell, BP, BGand Tullow
Oil. Yesterday, it unveiled plans to
expand in Asia and a joint venture in
Malaysia.
Bellzone Mining’s funding

problems continued to weigh heavy.
The shares fell a further 20.6 per cent
to 0.825p. They have more than
halved in four trading days and are
cheaper than ever.
Flowgroup, whose chairman is

Clare Spottiswoode, the former
director-general of Ofgas, improved
7.3 per cent to 37p after signing an
agreement withMears to install and
maintain its green boilers. Mears, up
3½p at 481½p, repairs and maintains
700,000 social homes across Britain.
Prices by Proquote

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Levine confidence built on sand
natural resources

President Energy
did its best to
talk up the

results of the first of
three exploration
wells in Paraguay. So,
too, did Canaccord
Genuity and RBC
Capital Markets, its
brokers.
Trouble is,

President’s shares
didn’t seem to be
listening. They fell
27.6 per cent to 23¼p,
their lowest since
October and half the
price they fetched in
February. The
discovery of sand, not
oil, in the Jacaranda
well proved a source
of disappointment for
the market, if not for
Peter Levine,

President’s chairman
and 20 per cent
shareholder.
The Oxford-

educated
businessman best
known for Imperial
Energy, the Siberian
oil explorer that he
sold to ONGC, an

Indian state-owned
energy company, for
£1.4 billion in 2008,
declared this to be “an
excellent result” that
made success with the
next well, the
Lapacho prospect just
south of Jacaranda,
more likely.
Mr Levine — not to

be confused with Lord
Levene of Portsoken
— made an estimated
£90million from the
sale of Imperial, part
of which he ploughed
into President in
October 2009. In
recent months, he has
been topping up his
stake. The investment
arm of the World
Bank also owns
nearly 10 per cent.

President’s Jacaranda
well in Paraguay failed
to produce any crude

Wall Street report
Equity markets returned to positive
territory as they shrugged off poor
earnings reports and a slump in
retailers after the weakest retail
sales report since January. The Dow
Jones industrial average jumped
91.26 to close at 16,651.80.

ep

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0751-1.0752
Canada 1.0929-1.0930
Denmark 5.5775-5.5800
Euro 0.7482-0.7483
Hong Kong 7.7508-7.7509
Japan 102.47-102.48
Malaysia 3.1802-3.1862
Norway 6.1574-6.1605
Singapore 1.2495-1.2498
Sweden 6.8814-6.8839
Switzerland 0.9079-0.9081

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.808-13.820
Australia dollar 1.7949-1.7951
Bahrain dinar 0.6257-0.6332
Brazil real 3.7883-3.8050
Euro 1.2490-1.2496
Hong Kong dollar 12.938-12.942
India rupee 102.11-102.31
Indonesia rupiah 19220-19794
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4720-0.4745
Malaysia ringgit 5.2277-5.4276
New Zealand dollar 1.9734-1.9738
Singapore dollar 2.0858-2.0869
S Africa rand 17.652-17.680
U A E dirham 6.1290-6.1352

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.15 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.35; 3 mth 0.42. Sell: 1 mth 0.31; 3 mth 0.37

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.5016 0.5234 0.5603 0.7138 1.0679

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Eurodollar Deps 0.14-0.24 0.20-0.30 0.26-0.36 0.38-0.48 0.63-0.73

Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.07 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.36

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.2958-9.3967 9.3136-9.3142 45ds 140ds
Euro 1.2606-1.2470 1.2498-1.2495 3pr 10pr
Montreal 1.8220-1.8382 1.8242-1.8253 8pr 25pr
New York 1.6685-1.6827 1.6695-1.6696 4ds 13ds
Oslo 10.267-10.396 10.284-10.288 88pr 267pr
Stockholm 11.384-11.583 11.486-11.496 16ds 53ds
Tokyo 170.86-172.43 171.05-171.11 8ds 25ds
Zurich 1.5122-1.5298 1.5154-1.5164 7ds 23ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.980 1.720
Canada $ 2.000 1.740
Denmark Kr 10.070 8.830
Egypt 13.240 10.530
Euro ¤ 1.370 1.200
Hong Kong $ 13.990 12.300
Hungary 434.470 357.450
Indonesia 22586.000 18015.800
Israel Shk 6.450 5.500
Japan Yen 185.640 160.770
New Zealand $ 2.230 1.880
Norway Kr 11.270 9.740
Poland 5.830 4.780
Russia 65.440 54.490
S Africa Rd 19.810 16.770
Sweden Kr 12.330 10.960
Switzerland Fr 1.680 1.450
Turkey Lira 3.900 0.000
USA $ 1.830 1.610

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 0.00 164.86 178.67
(+/-) +0.00 -5.81 +1.89

Eng/Wales 0.00 165.01 176.89
(+/-) +0.00 -5.88 +2.04

Scotland unq 163.76 193.73
(+/-) -5.17 -0.65

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
6925.0-6925.5 6916.0-6917.0 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2230.0-2230.5 2242.0-2242.5 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2296.5-2297.0 2304.0-2305.0 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
22475.0-22480.0 22520.0-22525.0 22495.0-22545.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2025.5-2026.0 2043.0-2044.0 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
18570.0-18580.0 18675.0-18700.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.71 1.07

Euro

0.00 0.05 0.16 0.35

Bullion: Open $1308.29

Close $1309.79-1310.47 High $1314.57

Low $1304.97

AM $1309.25 PM $1312.00

Krugerrand $1296.00-1376.00 (£776.24-824.16)

Platinum $1469.00 (£879.86)

Silver $19.84 (£11.88)

Palladium $884.00 (£529.47)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication
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Lauren Bacall
Actress of Hollywood’s golden age who enthralled audiences with her glamorous looks and her love affair with Humphrey Bogart

Bacall in 1945, and below as a newlywed with Humphrey Bogart. They met as co-stars in To Have and Have Not

She was only 19, with little acting
experience, but Lauren Bacall’s first
screenappearance, andhermarriage to
her co-starHumphreyBogart, gave her
an early celebrity from which, despite
her best efforts, she never escaped.
The extraordinary initial impact of

her tumbling blonde hair and heavy-
lidded almond eyes as she appeared,
cigarette between her lips, in To Have
AndHave Not left an indelible impress-
iononaudiences.Forherhabitofpress-
ing down her chin and glancing up
(which, she claimed, was a way of over-
coming nerves) she was known simply
as “The Look”. In her deep, husky voice
— cultivated by hours spent reading
aloud on her own — she told Bogart’s
character that if he wanted her, all he
had to do was whistle: “You know how
towhistle, don’t you Steve? You just put
your lips together . . . and blow.” As one
reviewer wrote: “Lauren Bacall has
cinema personality to burn.”
And Bogart agreed: she was, he said,

“steel with curves”. The pair’s romantic,
wise-cracking chemistry and real-life
love affair (which ended with Bacall
nursing him through cancer) became
the stuff of Hollywood legend —
although Bacall, who was famously
outspoken, was always dismissive of
celebrity culture.
A formidable actress, she progressed

from precocious femme fatale to
Broadway star with two Tony awards
and more than 60 films to her name.
She remarried, raised three children
almost entirely alone and had an affair
with Frank Sinatra. But, decades after
Bogart’s death, she still had to protest
that her life and her career had moved
on. “Being a widow”, she complained,
“isn’t exactly a profession”. Bogart,
however, remained the prime topic for
newspaper interviewers and television
talk show hosts. And Bacall admit-
ted: “Bogie’s presence permeated my
life . . . I’ll never get away from it nor
should I and don’t wish to.’’
Lauren Bacall was born Betty Jean

Perske — her friends always knew her
as Betty — into a family of Jewish
immigrants from Europe in Brooklyn,
New York, in 1924. Shimon Peres, the
future prime minister and president of
Israel, was a first cousin. “I was a nice
Jewish girl,” she said. Her father, a
salesman, left home when she was six
andshewasbroughtupbyanambitious
mother, whose maiden name, Bacal,
she adopted with the addition of an
extra letter. Lauren, which she hated,
was a Hollywood invention, bestowed
by the director who discovered her,
Howard Hawks.
As a girl she used to skip school and

sit in the back of the cinema watching
her idol Bette Davis on screen.
Determined to follow in her heroine’s
footsteps, she trained as a
dancer and attended the
American Academy of
Dramatic Art (where
she briefly dated Kirk
Douglas). When small
parts in two Broadway
plays led nowhere she
tried modelling. “I was
this flat-chested, big-foot-
ed, lanky thing,” she said.
However, in 1943, she
appeared on the
cover of Harper’s
Bazaar where she

was spotted by Slim Hawks, the wife of
HowardHawks.Thedirectorwashunt-
ing for adifferentkindof star, “awoman
with a masculine approach, insolent,
someonewho could give as good as she
got”, Bacall reflected. He immediately
put her under contract and, in 1944,

cast her opposite Bogart’s tough
fisherman in To Have and Have Not, a
French Resistance adventure loosely
based on a story byErnestHemingway.
Hawks encouraged her to develop

her alreadyhusky voice bypractising in
quiet places: “Who sat on mountain-
tops in cars reading books aloud to the
canyons?” she wrote. “I did.” However,
“The Look” she claimed was an acci-
dent. As the cameras rolled, she said,
“My hand was shaking. My head was
shaking. The cigarette was shaking. I
was mortified. The harder I tried to

stop, the more I shook.” She found
theonlyway toholdher trembling
head still was to “keep it down,
chin low,almost to thechest, and
eyes up at Bogart”. Promotional
posters dubbed her, “Slinky!

Sultry! Sensational!” and, although
critics were dismayed at the
butchering of Hemingway’s novel, a
new star was born.
Moreover, Bacall and Bogart had

fallen in love off screen. Three weeks
into filming Bacall was preparing for
the final shot of theday: “Iwas sitting at
the dressing table in the portable
dressing room combing my hair. Bogie
came in to bid me good night. He was
standing behind me, we were joking as
usual, when suddenly he leaned over,
put his hand undermy chin, and kissed
me.’’ Itwasher first loveaffair. (She later
said her reaction on hearing she
might be cast with Bogart had been:
“Humphrey Bogart — yuck.”)
The omens were not initially good.

Bogart was 45, Bacall was 20 (he

nicknamed her “Baby”). Bogart, a
habitual womaniser, was on his third
marriage and his wife Mayo Methot
was famous for her jealous fits of anger.
The affair had to be conducted over
secret lunches. However, in May 1945,
they were married and set up home in
the Hollywood Hills. The journalist
Alastair Cooke, who became a close
friend of the couple, once described
their appeal: “So to the curious animal
magnetismofBogart, asof anattractive
armadillo, was now added the pleasure
of beauty mated with the beast.”
It proved to be a warm and close

relationship. Bacall gave Bogart much-
needed emotional stability after the
previous turmoil in his private life. He
reduced his drinking and became the
proud father of Stephen, named after
his character in To Have and Have Not,
and a daughter, Leslie, a tribute to
Leslie Howard who had given Bogart
his Hollywood break. For Bacall, still
new to the film business, Bogart was an
indispensable guide to the Hollywood
jungle as well as a shrewd tutor in
cinema technique: “He would tell me
things and say, ‘Long after I’ve gone,
you’ll remember this.’ He was right.”
Meanwhile, on screen, they had

further memorable jousts in Hawks’s
adaptation of the Raymond Chandler
thriller, The Big Sleep (1946), he as the
cynical world-weary private eye, Philip
Marlowe, she as a rich divorcée, and in
Delmer Daves’sDark Passage, in which
Bogartwas a convictedmurderer out to
prove his innocence, and JohnHuston’s
moodyKey Largo. They were also both
active on the political left and, in 1947
led a protest by Hollywood stars in
Washington (captured in a celebrated
photograph) against an investigation
into the alleged communist subversion
of the film industry.
However, after its electric start,

Bacall’s career now faltered. Hawks
disliked the influence of her relation-
shipwithBogart,while she increasingly
refused parts she thought unsuitable
and later got herself suspended on
several occasions from Warner
Brothers. She came back strongly as
one of the trio of gold diggers inHow to
Marry a Millionaire (1953), billed after
Marilyn Monroe and Betty Grable but
upstaging them both with her incisive

comic playing. However, Bogie, she
said, wanted a wife, not an actress
—and she was happy to play this role.
“I would not have had a better life, but
a better career,” she said later of her
choice.WhenBogartwas sent toAfrica
for the filming of The African Queen,
she travelledwith him. She helpedwith
the catering on set but also struck up a
friendship with Katharine Hepburn.
By the mid-1950s Bogart had devel-

oped cancer of the oesophagus. In the
last few months of his life when he was
in desperate pain and confined to the
house, Bacall nursed him devotedly
and rarelywent out in the evening so as
to be at his side. That, Bogart said, is
“the way you tell the ladies from the
broads in this town’’. His death in

Promotional posters
dubbed her, ‘Slinky!
Sultry! Sensational!’

EVERETT COLLECTION/REX

Continued on page 50
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Lord Jacobs
Businessman who made his fortune through the British School of Motoring and Spudulike but fell victim to Bernie Madoff

Jacobs at the University of Haifa, where he was chairman of the governors’ board and contributed to business studies

Anthony Jacobs’s fortune of more than
£100 million was the mark of a
successful businessman who brought
BSM driving schools and Spudulike
restaurants to streets in Britain. His
entrepreneurial flair combined with a
political career that earned him a
knighthood and a peerage. Yet theman
who was a staple of The Sunday Times
Rich List fell victim to the Wall Street
con man Bernie Madoff, losing a
substantial sum in what was one of the
biggest Ponzi schemes in history.
Jacobs became chairman of BSM in

1973 and five years later bought out his
partners. He had hoped the company
would stay in the family, but
decided to sell it in 1990 after his son,
Simon, settled in the United States. He
was asleep in London when Simon
called from New York to tell him that
Madoff had been arrested. “I said, ‘Oh
my God, it was a scam’,” Jacobs said. “I
knew we were in for an absolute roast-
ing financially. I immediately knew he
wasn’t arrested for a traffic ticket. I
didn’t know the scale of the fraud, but I
knew it was fraud.”
He was a long-time investor with

Madoff, having been introduced to him
socially in Palm Beach, Florida, where
they both had homes and were
members of the same country club. “He
waseasy to talk to,” Jacobs said. “Hewas
anice, affableguy . . .Hedidn’t approach
anyone to invest. They approached
him.” Jacobs heard that those who had
invested with the financier had been
pleasedwith the annual returns of 10 to
11 per cent. They later learnt that
Madoff had created $64.8 billion in
fake “paper” assets and real losses of
$17.5 billion.
“I went to a lot of trouble to find out

whether it was legit,” Jacobs said when
the scam was revealed. “I interviewed
Madoff. He was cagey at first. When I
pressed him, he gave an explanation
which passed muster, saying he got
such good results by arbitraging
exchange rates. It seemed
plausible.” Ironically, it
was Madoff’s admission
that he had been twice
investigated — and
twice cleared — by
the US Securities
and Exchange
Commission, that
convinced Jacobs
it was safe to
invest several
million dollars
with him. He later

recouped about 70 per cent of his loss
and sold the rights to any remaining
claims against the Madoff bankruptcy.
Alongside his business endeavours

Jacobs forged a career in politics. He
joined the Liberal party in 1972, served
on both the housing and economic
committees and was co-author ofHelp
for the First Time Buyer. He became
economics and taxation adviser to the
Liberal party, and in the 1980s he was
elected joint treasurer.
His generosity of spirit made him

immensely popular in the party, not
least with one member of the junior
staff who was obsessed with cars. The
young woman, spotting a brand new
Bentley outside the conference room
window, turned to Jacobs and
said: “What I wouldn’t give to take that
motor for a spin. . .” “Here are the keys,”
he said, “Drive it.”
Jacobs, who had been a keen

supporter of the merger of the Liberal
party and Social Democratic party,
received a knighthood in 1988 and was
later created a life peer. He fought a
long campaign to persuade politicians
tomake radical changes to tax policy in
the UK. He lobbied for the £10,000
personal allowance in 2005, believing it
was a serious injustice to tax people

working for the minimum wage. The
policy came into force inApril this year.
David Anthony Jacobs (known as

Anthony)was born in 1931 to Ridley
and Ella Jacobs. He was educated
at Clifton College, Bristol, before
attending London University and
qualifyingasacharteredaccountant. In
1954 he married Evelyn Patchett, who
survives him, together with Simon, a
businessman, and their daughter
Nicola. Before taking over BSM,
Jacobs had served as the chairman of

Nig Securities Group, which was set up
by his father, and of the fashion
business Tricoville Group, which he
co-founded in the early 1960s. He also
bought the luxury dry cleaners, Jeeves
of Belgravia, which he expanded and
sold in 1987. When he invested in
Spudulike in the Eighties it had only
four locations in Edinburgh, and he
oversaw its expansion.
Aside from his love of theatre, opera,

golf and boats (he owned several
yachts), he was a keen collector of
contemporary British art and in 1979,
much to his delight, his daughter
opened a London art gallery.
Short in stature with a slim frame, he

looked younger than his years and
travelled between homes in

Europe and America. He
named his retreat in the
south of France “Villa
Flora” after one of his five
grandchildren (concerned
that no one should feel left

out, he then called each of his garages
after the others). Jacobs was first and
foremost a familyman, andwould have
liked nothing more than to have all of
his family living under one roof—as in
the television show Dallas, he said.
Under Monroe (now Lord) Palmer’s

chairmanship, Jacobs acted for more
than20years aspresidentof theLiberal
Democrat Friends of Israel. Palmer
once told Jacobs about an impending
trip to the Middle East. “Well if you go
to Haifa University, do go and look at
my ship,” said Jacobs, leaving his friend
to ponder what he meant.
Arriving at the university campus,

Palmer discovered the Lord Anthony
and Evelyn Jacobs Building, part of the
graduate school of business. As he
walked into the university’s Hecht
Museum, he spotted the Ma’agan
Michael ancient ship, which had
been excavated and reconstructed
under Jacobs’s direction. His kindness,
humility and unwavering loyalty

earned him a wide circle of friends,
many of whom were unaware of his
philanthropic endeavours, which also
included the Tate Modern and the
Royal Opera House.
He had a religious side, too, and was

a member of the Central Synagogue in
London. Noticing the dowdiness of the
100ft curtains in front of the ark, he
offered to replace them. The rabbi
asked whether he would like them
inscribed to recognise his donation.
“When I come to synagogue,” Jacobs
said, “I sit near to amanwith a sonwho
is severely handicapped.” He asked
the rabbi for the boy’s name. The
new curtains arrived and on them,
delicately embroidered, were the
words, “In honour of Aaron and
his family and all of our Aarons and
their families”.

Lord Jacobs, businessman and politician,
wasbornonNovember 13, 1931. Hediedon
June 21, 2014, aged 82

January 1957 was something she never
got over: “He was my mentor, my
teacher and the love of my life.”
Decades later she would start a
sentence, “Bogie used to say. . .”.
There followed a much-publicised

and brief engagement to Frank Sinatra.
The pair had become close in the 1940s
when Bacall was known as the “den
mother” of the Rat Pack (over which
Bogart then presided). After Bogart’s
death she joined Sinatra cruising on a
yacht. It was leaked to the press that he
had proposed and when Bacall let it be
known that she had already sold her
house inpreparation formoving inwith
the singer, Sinatra called it off.
They didn’t speak again for years. He

was, she said, “a complete sh*t”: “Dome
a favour, nevermentionme in the same
breath as Frank Sinatra.” Several years
later, in 1961, Bacall married the actor
Jason Robards. Observers remarked
that she fell for him because he seemed
to closely resemble Bogart. They had a
son, Sam, but the relationship foun-
dered on Robards’s alcoholism and
ended in divorce in 1969.

Bacall renewed her career with
determination and vigour, although
with fewer screen successes than
before: “I spent my childhood in New
York, riding on subways andbuses. And
you know what you learn if you’re a
New Yorker? The world doesn’t owe
you a damn thing.” In 1959 she played a
Victorian governess opposite Kenneth
More in the British film North West
Frontier, and years later shewas among
the all-star cast of suspects in Agatha
Christie’sMurder on theOrient Express.
Meanwhile, she had made a success-

ful return to the Broadway stage, in the
comedies Goodbye Charlie and Cactus
Flower, and in Applause. Her perform-
ance as an ageing Broadway star under
threat from a younger rival won her a
Tony award.
“Miss Bacall is a honey,” wrote The

Times. She won a second Tony in 1981
for the musicalWoman of the Year and
four years later she was in London in
Tennessee Williams’s Sweet Bird of
Youth directed by Harold Pinter.
She received her first Oscar nomina-

tion in 1996 as Barbra Streisand’s

mother in the romantic comedy, The
Mirror Has Two Faces, but the award
went to Juliette Binoche forTheEnglish
Patient. She knew, too, the fear of a bad
review and how it felt when the phone
ceased ringingwith offers for auditions.
As she approached her 80th birthday
her film career enjoyed an unexpected
late revivalwith a sharpperformance in
theallegoricalDogville (2003), fromthe
Danish director, Lars von Trier, and
starring Nicole Kidman.
She supported Kidman again, play-

ing her mother, in the thriller Birth,
which led to a famous exchange at the
Venice Film Festival. A television re-
porter askedher about “working along-
side another screen legend,NicoleKid-
man”. To which Bacall retorted: “She’s
not a legend, she’s a beginner”, adding:
“She can’t be a legend at whatever age
she is, you have to be older.” She an-
swered critics: “I figure I’m old enough
I can say anything I please and if they
don’t like it they can take a dive.’’
Her autobiography,ByMyself, rose to

the top of the US bestsellers in the late
1970s. Typically, she spurned ghost

writers and penned it herself. Two
decades later she wrote a second
memoir, Now, tackling her increasing
loneliness as her children left home.
Stephen, her son with Bogart,

became a television producer and
author, publishing an account of his
father, while her daughter Leslie
became a yoga instructor. Sam, her son
withRobards, is an actor. Bacall lived in
an apartment in Manhattan and had a
much-loved dog, Sophie, who slept on
her pillow.
She did not marry again: “There’s an

acute shortage of realmen these days. I
don’t mean that in a macho sense, but
simply men who know where they are
going and what they are about.” Her
tongue remained unfailingly quick.
“Remember what Bogie and my
mother both used to say,” she said in a
recent interview: “‘Character is the
most important thing. All that matters
is character!’”

Lauren Bacall, actress, was born on
September 16, 1924. She died on August
12, 2014, aged 89

He let a junior staff
member take his brand
new Bentley for a spin

UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA

Lauren Bacall, continued from page 49

er that

Bacall and Bogart enjoy a sailing trip
in 1945. She never got over his death
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Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15
Neighbourhood Blues 10.00 Homes
Under the Hammer 11.00 Animal
Saints and Sinners 11.45 Real Lives
Reunited 12.15pm Bargain Hunt
1.00 BBC News; Weather 1.30 BBC
Regional News; Weather 1.45
Doctors 2.15 Perfection 3.00
Escape to the Country 3.30 The
Hairy Bikers’ Bakeation 4.30
Flog It! 5.15 Pointless 6.00 BBC
News 6.30 BBC Regional News
Programmes 7.00 The One Show
7.30 EastEnders 8.00 The Sheriffs
Are Coming 9.00 Who Do You
Think You Are? 10.00 BBC News
10.25 BBC Regional News; Weather
10.35 FILM: Good Will Hunting
(1997) Drama starring Matt Damon
and the late Robin Williams
12.40am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.15am Homes Under the Hammer
7.15 Sign Zone 9.00 Live Athletics:
European Championships. Action
from day three from Zurich 11.45
FILM: Sydney White (2007)
Comedy starring Amanda Bynes
1.30pm Breakaway 2.15 Cash in the
Attic 3.00 Natural World: Bringing
Up Baby 4.00 Great Continental
Railway Journeys 5.00 Live
Athletics: European Championships.
Further coverage of day three from
Zurich 9.00 The Honourable
Woman 10.00 QI. With Noel
Fielding 10.30 Newsnight 11.20 The
World’s War: Forgotten Soldiers
of Empire 12.20am-1.10 Sign Zone:
The Great Big Romanian Invasion

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
The Chase 1.30 ITV News; Weather
2.00 Judge Rinder 3.00 Secret
Dealers 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00
The 21st Question 6.00 Regional
News 6.30 ITV News; Weather 7.00
Emmerdale 7.30 Fit to Practice?:
Tonight 8.00 Emmerdale 8.30
Harbour Lives 9.00 Kids with
Cameras: Diary of a Children’s
Ward. Documentary 10.00 ITV
News at Ten and Weather 10.30
Regional News 10.40 100 Year Old
Drivers 11.40 Benidorm 12.30am
Jackpot247 3.00 Fit to Practice?:
Tonight 3.25 ITV Nightscreen
4.15 Britain’s Best Bakery 5.05-
6.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun 7.35 The King of
Queens 8.00 Everybody Loves
Raymond 9.00 Frasier 10.00 The
Big Bang Theory 11.00 Come Dine
with Me 12.00 Channel 4 News
Summary 12.05pm Come Dine with
Me. Triple bill 1.40 Four in a Bed

2.40 Countdown 3.30 Deal or No
Deal 4.30 Win It Cook It 5.00
Couples Come Dine with Me 6.00
The Simpsons 6.30 Hollyoaks 7.00
Channel 4 News 8.00 Location,
Location, Location 9.00
Embarrassing Bodies 10.00 First
Time Farmers 11.05 Child Genius:
The Final 12.05am One Born Every
Minute 1.00 The Last Chance School
1.55 How to Stop Your Nuisance
Calls: Channel 4 Dispatches 2.25
Food Unwrapped 2.50 The Great
Escape: The Reckoning 3.45 Phil
Spencer: Secret Agent 4.40 Gordon
Ramsay’s Home Cooking 5.05-6.00
Deal or No Deal. Game show

Sky1
6.00am Dog Patrol 8.00 Futurama
10.00 Micro Monsters with David
Attenborough. Four episodes
12.00 Sinbad 2.00pm Modern
Family 3.00 The Simpsons 4.00
Futurama 5.00 The Simpsons
5.30 Futurama 6.30 The Simpsons
8.00 Got to Dance 9.00 Glee 10.00
Stella 11.00 NCIS: Los Angeles
1.00am Brit Cops: Rapid Response
3.00 Road Wars 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News 8.30
World Business Report 8.45 BBC
World News 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00
BBC World News 10.30 World
Business Report 10.45 Sport Today
11.00 BBC World News 12.00 GMT
1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 HARDtalk
4.00 Global 5.30 World Business
Report 5.45 Sport Today 6.00
Outside Source 6.30 Focus on
Africa 7.00 World News Today with
Zeinab Badawi 8.30 World Business
Report 8.45 Sport Today 9.00
Business Edition with Tanya Beckett
9.30 HARDtalk 10.00 BBC World
News America 11.00 Newsday
11.30 Asia Business Report 11.45
Sport Today 12.00 Newsday
12.30am Asia Business Report 12.45
Sport Today 1.00 Newsday 1.30
Asia Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 BBC World News 2.30
Asia Business Report 2.45 Sport
Today 3.00 BBC World News 3.30
Asia Business Report 3.45 Sport
Today 4.00 BBC World News 4.30
HARDtalk 5.00 BBC World News
5.30 World Business Report
5.45-6.00 BBC World News

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Football Gold 7.00 WWE:
Experience 8.00 Barclays Premier
League Legends 8.30 Live ITM
Cup Rugby Union: Taranaki v
Counties Manukau (Kick-off 8.35)

10.30 Capital One Cup Football
11.30 Barclays Premier League
Legends 12.00 Football Gold
1.00pm SPFL Highlights 2.00
Barclays Premier League Legends
2.30 Premier League Years 4.30
The Fantasy Football Club 5.00
Football Gold 6.00 Ringside 7.00
Super League Superstars 7.30 Live
First Utility Super League: Hull
Kingston Rovers v Wigan Warriors
(Kick-off 8.00). Coverage of the
clash at Craven Park 10.15 Ringside
11.15 Football Gold 12.15am Barclays
Premier League World 12.45 First
Utility Super League 1.45 Premier
League Years 3.45 One2Eleven:
Larsson and Baresi 4.00 Premier
League 100 Club 4.30 Football
Gold. Four shows 5.30-6.00
Barclays Premier League Legends

Sky Sports 2
6.00am England’s Best Ashes
Days 7.00 Sporting Heroes: Gary
Newbon Interviews Everton Weekes
8.00 Boots ‘n’ All 9.00 England’s
Best Ashes Days 12.00 Ashes
Modern Classics 12.30pm Sporting
Greats 12.55 Live Royal London
One-Day Cup Cricket: Middlesex
Panthers v Nottinghamshire
Outlaws 8.30 Ashes Modern
Classics 9.00 WWE Special 10.00
WWE: Late Night — Raw 12.00
WWE: NXT 1.00am Ashes Modern
Classics 2.00 England’s Best Ashes
Days 4.00 Ashes Modern Classics
4.30 Sporting Greats 5.00-6.00
England’s Best Ashes Days

Sky Sports 3
6.00am Sporting Rivalries 6.30 Surf
Unleashed 7.00 IRB Rugby World
Sevens Highlights 8.00 ATP Masters
Tennis 9.00 WWE: Experience
10.00 GAA Championship Review
11.00 Racing News 11.30 Surf
Unleashed 12.00 ATP Masters
Tennis 1.00pm WWE Vintage 2.00
WWE Special 3.00 ATP Masters
Tennis 4.00 Live ATP Masters
Tennis: The Cincinnati Masters
10.00 ATP Tour Uncovered 10.30
Surf Unleashed 11.00 IRB Rugby
World Sevens Highlights 12.00 Live
ATP Masters Tennis: The Cincinnati
Masters 2.00am ATP Tour
Uncovered 2.30 Surf Unleashed
3.00 Sporting Rivalries 3.30 IRB
Rugby World Sevens Highlights
4.30-6.00 Sporting Rivalries

British Eurosport
7.30am Athletics European
Championships 8.00 Live Athletics
European Championships. Day
three from Zurich 12.30pm Triathlon
1.30 Fifa Under-20s Women’s
World Cup Football 3.15 Athletics
European Championships 4.15 Live
Athletics European Championships.
Day three from Zurich 9.15 Cycling.
Triple bill 12.15am-12.30 Watts

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer for the
Day 5.45 Farming Today 5.58 Tweet
of the Day (r) 6.00 Today 9.00
Voices from the Old Bailey 9.45
(LW) Daily Service 9.45 Book of the
Week 10.00 Woman’s Hour 11.00
Crossing Continents 11.30 Learning
to Listen 12.00 News 12.01pm (LW)
Shipping 12.04 Home Front 12.15
You and Yours 1.00 The World at
One 1.45 Plants: From Roots to
Riches 2.00 The Archers (r) 2.15
Afternoon Drama 3.00 Open
Country 3.27 Appeal (r) 3.30 Open
Book (r) 4.00 The Film Programme
4.30 BBC Inside Science 5.00 PM
5.54 (LW) Shipping 6.00 News 6.30
Sketchorama 7.00 The Archers 7.15
Front Row 7.45 To the Lighthouse
8.00 The Report 8.30 In Business
9.00 BBC Inside Science (r) 9.30
Voices from the Old Bailey (r) 10.00
The World Tonight 10.45 Book at
Bedtime: A Song for Issy Bradley
11.00 The Show What You Wrote
11.30 The Shared Experience (r)
12.30am Book of the Week (r)
12.48 Shipping 1.00 As BBC World
Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06
Assignment 9.30 Healthcheck
10.00 World Update 11.00 News
11.06 Outside Source 12.00 News
12.06pm Outlook 1.00 Newshour
2.00 Newshour 3.00 News 3.06
Business Daily 3.30 Assignment
4.00 The Newsroom 4.30 Sport
Today 5.00 The Newsroom 5.30
World Business Report 6.00 World
Have Your Say 7.00 The Newsroom
7.30 Science in Action. Science and
technology news 8.00 News 8.06
Assignment. 8.30 World Business
Report 8.50 From Our Own
Correspondent. Global reports
9.00 Newshour. The stories behind
the latest headlines 10.00 News
10.06 Outlook. Perspectives
on important issues 11.00 News
11.06 The Newsroom 11.30 World
Business Report 12.00 The
Newsroom 12.20am Sports News
12.30 Assignment 1.00 News
1.06 Business Matters 2.00 The
Newsroom 2.30 Science in Action
3.00 News 3.06 Outlook 4.00
Newsday 4.30-5.00 World Football

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 11.00 Live Edinburgh
International Festival 2014.
The Artemis Quartet performs
Schubert, Mozart and Bartók
1.00pm News 1.02 Radio 3
Lunchtime Concert. Music by Bach,
György Kurtág, Strauss and Haydn
recorded at the Schwetzingen
Festival 2.00 Afternoon on 3. The
BBC Philharmonic performs works
by Casella, Chopin, Saint-Saëns and
Franck 4.30 Live In Tune. With Ute
Lemper, Wu Man, the Oxford
Gargoyles and Hebrides Ensemble
6.30 Composer of the Week:
Ralph Vaughan Williams (r) 7.30
Live BBC Proms 2014. John
Storgards conducts the BBC
Philharmonic in Peter Maxwell
Davies’ Fifth Symphony and music
by Sibelius 10.15 Proms Composer
Portraits. Peter Maxwell Davies
introduces performances of his
chamber works, in conversation
with Andrew McGregor 11.00
Late Junction. A review of naked
theatre at the Edinburgh Fringe
12.30am-6.30 Through the Night

Births, Marriages and Deaths the times.co.uk/announcements
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Games

52

I am part of an expert online forum
which discusses tricky situations –
such as what South should bid at
his second turn on today’s deal; and
how he should play the ensuing 5♠
(doubled). Two of our number,
USA’s Michael Rosenberg and
Germany’s Sabine Auken found a
most elegant way to make 5♠.

You ruff the opening heart lead
and consider West’s shape. He
probably has eight hearts – give
him seven and East has four and
might not double 5♠. If West has a
singleton diamond, he might lead
it; if West has a singleton spade,
you are doomed whatever you do.
That leaves 2♠8♥2♦1♣, and note
that West would be less keen to
lead a singleton club round to
declarer’s strength than a singleton
diamond through dummy’s
strength. East’s double suggests he
has defensive cards such as the jack
of spades and jack-ten of clubs, in
addition to those black aces.

At trick two you lead the ten
(note) of spades to dummy’s queen
and East’s ace. East can defeat you
by cashing the ace of clubs and
giving his partner a second-round
ruff, but he is unlikely to do this,
weakening his club holding. He’ll
probably lead a second heart.

You ruff the heart with the eight
(note) of spades, then play ace of
diamonds and a diamond to the
king, both following. You now lead
the nine of spades from ♠97
(through ♠J3, with ♠K4 in hand –
observe that it is crucial your sec-
ond spade in hand is low, enabling
you to return to dummy if East
covers the jack; you see why you
earlier released the ten and eight).

If East plays low on the nine,
you run diamonds through him,
overruffing and giving up a club. If
East covers the nine with the jack,
you win the king and lead the
queen of clubs. If East ducks, you
cross to the seven of spades and
run diamonds. If East wins the ace
and returns a third heart, you ruff
in hand, cross to the king of clubs,
cash the seven of spades drawing
East’s three and run diamonds.

Either way – a most elegant 11
tricks and doubled game made.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 5♠ Dbled, Opening Lead: ♥A

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N
W E

S

1♦(1) Pass
1♠ 4♥ Pass Pass
5♣(2) Pass 5♠(3) Dbl
End

(1) Featherlight – would like to have a
Weak Two in diamonds available.
(2) Very awkward, for it might be better to
play in 4♠. Double – if 100% take-out –
would be nice, but it would be optional
“card-showing” (although here partner
would pull to 4♠ – where N-S want to be).
(3) Not clear to return to spades – partner
could be 4♠-6♣ with insufficient strength
to have bid 2♣ (although admittedly he
might pass 4♥ with those hands).

S W N E

♠AJ3
♥853
♦J65
♣AJ105

Teams ♠Q97
♥74
♦KQ10742
♣K9

♠K10842
♥-
♦A3
♣Q87642

♠65
♥AKQJ10962
♦98
♣3

Advanced

________
á D D i D]
àD 4 gP0 ]
ßp1 0 D D]
ÞD DB0 Dp]
Ý 0 D D D]
ÜD D 4PDP]
ÛP)P! D D]
ÚDKDRD $ ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Winning Move

White to play. This position is from
Amonatov-Davy, Tromso Olympiad 2014.
The keys to this position are White’s
powerful, unopposed bishop on d5 and
the f7-pawn. How did he now make the
most of these with a fine combination?
For up-to-the-minute information follow
my tweets on twitter.com/times_chess.

Top form

Today’s game from the Tromso
Olympiad, the greatest gathering
of chessplayers on the planet
featuring a total of 313 teams,
gives a masterpiece by the Bulgar-
ian grandmaster and former FIDE
champion, Veselin Topalov. It is
always attractive when, as here, a
small but highly organised force
can outmanoeuvre the normal
omnipotence of the queen.

White: Veselin Topalov
Black: Francisco Vallejo Pons
Tromso Olympiad 2014
Dutch Defence

1 d4 f5 2 c4 Nf6 3 Nc3 e6
The Dutch Defence appears to

have been suffering in Tromso.
For Vassily Ivanchuk’s debacle
with this defence from round one
of the Olympiad, see yesterday’s
column. White’s coming reaction
is, however, quite unusual.
4 a3

Designed to prevent ... Bb4 and
preparing the ground for a future
advance of his queenside pawns.
4 ... g6 5 Bf4

This position has never been
seen before in top flight chess.
5 ... Bg7 6 e3 0-0 7 Nf3 d6 8 Be2
h6 9 h3 g5 10 Bh2 Nbd7 11 Qc2
b6 12 Rd1 Kh8 13 b4 Bb7 14 d5

This disruptive advance causes
Black problems due to the loose-
ness of his pawn structure.
14 ... e5

If 14 ... exd5 15 cxd5 followed by
Nd4 threatening the complex of
weak light squares in the black
camp on c6, e6 and f5.
15 Nd2 c6 16 dxc6 Bxc6 17 0-0
Rc8

Understandably failing to fath-
om the depth of White’s coming
combination. It might have been
better to block out White’s dark
squared bishop by means of ... f4,
even though this surrenders fur-
ther central light squares.
18 Qxf5 Ne4

________
á Dr1 4 i]
à0 DnD g ]
ß 0b0 D 0]
ÞD D 0Q0 ]
Ý )PDnD D]
Ü) H ) DP]
Û D HB)PG]
ÚD DRDRI ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

19 Qxf8+
An inspired sacrifice for endur-

ing strategic compensation, namely
the fragile remains of Black’s cen-
tre and the inadequate king shelter.
19 ... Bxf8 20 Ndxe4 Qc7 21 Rd2
Kg7 22 Rfd1 Nf6 23 Nxd6 Bxd6
24 Rxd6 Qe7 25 Bg3 Be8 26 Rxf6

A further spectacular sacrifice,
though strangulation by means of
26 e4 easily retains White’s sig-
nificant advantage.
26 ... Qxf6 27 Ne4 Qg6 28 Nd6
Ba4 29 Rd5 Qb1+ 30 Kh2 Rf8 31
c5 Bb3 32 Rxe5 Qc2 33 Bf3 Rxf3
34 gxf3 bxc5 35 bxc5 Ba4 36 Nf5+
Kg6 37 c6 h5 38 Nd4 Qc4 39 h4
gxh4 40 Bxh4 a5 41 Re6+ Kf7 42
Re7+ Kg6 43 c7 Black resigns

Olympiad games can be followed
in real time via the 2seeitlive link on
the header of The Times twitter feed
@times_chess. For regular updates
direct to your twitter account just
click on the “follow” button.

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Utilidor a. A drainpipe b. A case for tobacco products
c. A handyman’s tool
Shawm a. A musical instrument b. A wooded copse
c. A woollen garment
Stoop a. Liquid for marinating b. A Dutch lockgate
c. Outside steps

Across
1 Direct; teach (8)
5 (Of skin) become sore (4)
7 1982 sci-fi film (5,6)
8 Woodwind instrument (4)
9 Drinking vessel (6)
10 Large meal (4-2)
13 Scrap of old cloth (3)
14 Sit (an exam) again (6)
17 Uncertain, risky (6)

18 Hebrew letter; girl’s name
(4)

19 1990 or 2012 sci-fi film (5,6)
20 Soft French cheese (4)
21 Hand tool for cutting

external threads (8)

Down
1 One assuming a false iden-
tity (O, not E) (8)

2 Roofing slab (4)
3 Insufficiently readied (13)
4 Smallest possible arc for a
vehicle (7,6)

5 Material for tents, etc (6)
6 Illuminating comment (6)
7 Humphrey —, film actor (6)
11 Composer of The Messiah

(6)
12 American wage packet (8)
15 Devon/Somerset region (6)
16 Covered walkway (6)
18 Dark stain (4)

Solution to Crossword 6478

T2 CROSSWORD No 6479

1 2 3 4 65

7

8

9 10 1211

13

14 15 16 17

18

19

20 21

S H A D O W B O X
H L V L I B Y A N
E V I D E N C E L N
L S R A D M I R A L
V A T I C A N G D
E A O A G E T U P

I M O L A R O
S C R E E E E R A

H L T R Y I T O N
K E E P F I T A O G

R A L O R R A I N E
P U R S U E E S L

B O X C A M E R A

Times Quick Crossword No 6479

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of four or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
9 words, average;
12, good; 17, very good;
22, excellent

Yesterday’s answers
back, bake, bask, beak, beck,
boak, bock, boke, book,
bookcase, cake, casebook, cask,
coke, cook, kobo, sack, sake,
soak, sock, socko, soke, sook

Word Watching answers

Utilidor (a) (Canadian)An insulated conduit for sewageandother
utilities placed above the permafrost.
Shawm (a) A medieval form of the oboe.
Stoop (c) South African or American, also a veranda or porch,
from Dutch for a step.

Winning Move solution

Solution:1Rxg7Kxg72Qg2+Kf63h4Kf54f8Q+Bxf85Qg5
mate.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6741 Difficult

3 6
8 3

5 6 1 2
6 3 9

8 5 7
3 6 2 7

2 1 5 7
5 7 4 1

8 4
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3859 Tough 26min

6 18 12 25

26 17

10 19 14

11 7 22 10

12 30

12 19 13 12

22 20

22 5 12

10 19

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2163

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

S

S

T

T

A

A

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

1 16 11 16 6 16 23 1 12 21 16 6

21 6 25 14 13 25

20 23 23 19 16 22 10 25 23 12 5 24

21 26 1 4 12 16

21 8 16 22 4 2 5 21 22 21 6 12

14 6 12 5 3 18 9

17 25 5 14 14 16 3 3 21

26 3 5 16 9 16 21

2 21 9 22 12 21 13 11 7 3 5 24

16 23 21 21 21 15

6 16 17 2 12 13 3 25 1 1 23 23

5 23 21 3 3 16

24 23 24 24 3 5 24 5 19 5 21 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sudoku, Killer and Codeword solutions
2 7 6 5 8 1 9 3 4
3 4 5 6 2 9 8 1 7
1 9 8 4 7 3 5 6 2
9 8 7 2 5 6 1 4 3
5 2 3 1 4 8 6 7 9
4 6 1 3 9 7 2 5 8
7 5 2 8 6 4 3 9 1
6 1 9 7 3 2 4 8 5
8 3 4 9 1 5 7 2 6

8 2 5 9 3 6 1 7 4
9 3 1 4 7 8 2 6 5
4 6 7 1 2 5 9 8 3
6 5 4 8 1 9 3 2 7
7 8 9 2 4 3 6 5 1
2 1 3 6 5 7 8 4 9
3 4 6 7 8 1 5 9 2
1 9 2 5 6 4 7 3 8
5 7 8 3 9 2 4 1 6

P A C O S J S
C O N C U R Q U A R T Z

T A I U D U
V E N D E T T A E D D Y

N E I W I
A T O M I C K L A X O N
S I C U
H A Z A R D T Y C O O N

U U O E Y
O G R E F E M I N I S M

U T F B T T
P S Y C H E O P E N E R

T H L A Y D R

No 6739 No 3856 No 2162Solution right
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Sport
Globetrotter Dettori goes back on his travels
Frankie Dettori has ridden only two
winners in Britain since the end of June
but he remains in great demand on the
global stage. Coveted engagements this
weekend take him to America and
France, first to rideDandino inChicago
and then Olympic Glory at Deauville.
Marco Botti, Dettori’s fellow Italian,

has won the first two runnings of the
American St Leger at Arlington Park
and Dandino is bidding to repeat last
year’s success. Despite retaining a
jockey, in Martin Harley, Botti has
booked renowned international riders
for both his runners on the card.
“Martin will stay at home for our

domestic runners,” Botti said at
Salisbury yesterday. “Frankie will ride
Dandino and Ryan Moore will be on
EuroCharline in theBeverlyDStakes.”
The long-term aim for Dandino is a

second attempt at the Emirates Melb-
ourne Cup, in which he was fifth last
year. Now aged seven, and with his
fourth trainer, he has disappointed so
far this year, especially when last of six
at Newmarket last month.
Botti said: “The ground had turned

too soft for him that day and we’re
hoping for quicker going in Chicago.
Melbourne is the obvious target, as he
has Australian owners, and we hope
this will be a stepping stone, just like a
year ago.”

Dettori will happily tolerate the red-
eye flight back to France, with the in-
centive of riding Olympic Glory in the
group one Prix Jacques le Marois,
forwhichKingmanwas confirmed
yesterday an “intended runner”
by John Gosden, his trainer,
Olympic Glory’s finest

hour camewithvictory in the
Queen Elizabeth II Stakes
last October. He was ridden
that day by Richard Hughes,
with Dettori absent injured,
but Hughes confirmed yes-
terday that the mount now
resides with Sheikh Joaan
al-Thani’s retained jockey.
Richard Hannon, his

trainer, excused a below-par run in
France last time over a trip beyond his
optimum. Olympic Glory has been

given almost three months’ break
since then and will need all his old

sparkle on Sunday, with Gos-
den reporting Kingman to
have emerged remarkably
sprightly from his turbo-
charged victory in the
Qipco Sussex Stakes.
“He is in better shape than

ever,” Gosden said. “He’s
only a three-year-old and
getting stronger as the
season goes on.”

James Doyle, who will resume his
partnership with Kingman on Sunday,
can also anticipate a reunion with an
old friend the following weekend. Al
Kazeem, ridden by Doyle to three
group one victories last summer, is set
to run at Windsor on Saturday week.
The six-year-old returned to training

after proving sub-fertile at stud and a
modest comeback run at Newbury can
be forgotten, according to his trainer
RogerCharlton. “Hewas 22 kilos above
his racing weight that day and I told
everyone he would need the run,”
Charlton said. “He still has a bit to go
but he’s getting there. He’s ready to go
for the Winter Hill at Windsor, or
possibly a race in Deauville.”

Alan Lee Racing Correspondent

Chepstow
Thunderer
5.55 Urban Space 7.25 Nafaath
6.25 William Of Orange 7.55 Scotsbrook Cloud
6.55 Koliakhova 8.25 Telegraphy
Going: soft (good to soft in places)
At The Races

5.55 Handicap
(Amateurs: £1,871: 1m 2f 36y) (10)

1 (3) 04110 EDGWARE ROAD 16 (B,D,BF) A Turnell 6-10-7
Miss S Doolan (3)

2 (4) 6-646 GRAVITATE 39J (T) P Webber 5-10-6 Miss F Nimmo (7)
3 (9) 25204 FLAG OF GLORY 7 (D) P Hiatt 7-10-6 Miss M Edden (5)
4 (7) 54325 CABUCHON 6 (T) P D Evans 7-10-6 Miss K Begley (7)
5 (10) 0-135 BELLE PARK 43 (CD) V Dartnall 7-10-5

Miss M Nicholls (5)
6 (8) 45622 ARISTOCRACY 7 (D) M Channon 3-10-2

Miss B Hampson (5)
7 (5) 20552 URBAN SPACE 4 (T,D) J Flint 8-9-13 Miss E J Jones
8 (2) 350-0 HAVING A BALL 40 (D) G Deacon 10-9-8 Miss P Fuller (5)
9 (6) 54540 PETRIFY 11 (T) B Llewellyn 4-9-6 Miss A Willmott (7)
10 (1) -0000 GIFTED HEIR 15 R Peacock 10-9-5 Miss S Peacock (7)

3-1 Belle Park, 100-30 Urban Space, 4-1 Aristocracy, 6-1 Edgware Road,
8-1 Flag Of Glory, 10-1 Cabuchon, Gravitate, 16-1 Having A Ball, 25-1 others.

6.25 Median Auction Maiden Stakes
(£2,911: 1m 4f 23y) (5)

1 (5) 42 RONNIE ROCKCAKE 24 (P) B Pauling 4-9-13 T Queally
2 (2) 40/50 SWIFT ACT 45 Mrs N Evans 5-9-8 M Cosham (3)
3 (4) 0000 PREMIER JACK'S Mrs N Evans 3-9-2 D Probert
4 (3) 000 WILLIAM OF ORANGE 8 Sir M Prescott 3-9-2 Luke Morris
5 (1) 0 MADAME ROUGE 10 P D Evans 3-8-11 S De Sousa

30-100 Ronnie Rockcake, 9-2 William Of Orange, 16-1 Swift Act, 20-1 others.

6.55 Fillies' Handicap
(£2,911: 1m 2f 36y) (7)

1 (1) 14d60 PANDORICA 10 (P,CD) B Llewellyn 6-9-12 D Muscutt (5)
2 (7) 02044 LADY BAYSIDE 34 (C) M Saunders 6-9-11 O Murphy
3 (5) 4343- SOCIETY PEARL 349 P D Evans 4-9-10 S De Sousa
4 (3) 41201 KOLIAKHOVA 38 (D) J Flint 3-9-5 T Queally
5 (4) 32333 LOCH MA NAIRE 14 (B) E Dunlop 3-9-5 G Lee
6 (6) 4536 AFFAIRE DE COEUR 33 D Simcock 3-9-5 Luke Morris
7 (2) 0-63 SEALED WITH A KISS 24 (H) J Fanshawe 3-9-2 F Tylicki

100-30 Loch Ma Naire, 7-2 Sealed With A Kiss, 11-2 Koliakhova, 6-1 Affaire
De Coeur, Lady Bayside, Pandorica, 8-1 Society Pearl.

7.25 Handicap (£2,911: 2m 49y) (8)
1 (5) 32040 ARTY CAMPBELL 20 (D) B Llewellyn 4-10-0R Williams (5)
2 (1) 1140- BIG TIME BILLY 369 (V,D) A Phillips 8-9-13 S Bowen (7)
3 (8) -2523 OUR FOLLY 14 (T,CD,BF) W S Kittow 6-9-12

Mikey Ennis (7)
4 (6) 0/054 NAFAATH 26 D McCain 8-9-12 G Lee
5 (4) -2123 IVANHOE 26 (B) M Blanshard 4-9-9 D Probert
6 (3) -0236 JEZZA 36 (T,C,D) K George 8-9-4 S Donohoe
7 (2) 0-431 DEAUVILLE DANCER 35 Sir M Prescott 3-8-13 Luke Morris
8 (7) 000 RIDEONASTAR 29 R Beckett 3-8-5 S De Sousa

6-4 Deauville Dancer, 11-2 Rideonastar, 6-1 Nafaath, 8-1 Arty Campbell,
Ivanhoe, Our Folly, 12-1 Big Time Billy, 14-1 Jezza.

7.55 Handicap (£1,940: 2m 2f) (7)
1 (3) /25-3 EXPERIMENTALIST 180J (T) T Vaughan 6-10-0D Muscutt (5)
2 (2) 000/0 SCOTSBROOK CLOUD 32J P D Evans 9-9-4N Garbutt (5)
3 (1) 3-466 WASABI 20 (P) J Berry 5-9-0 G Lee
4 (6) 05004 MEDBURN CUTLER 9 (P) Paul Henderson 4-9-0S De Sousa
5 (4) 440/0 BOGEY HOLE 45 Mrs N Evans 5-9-0 D Probert
6 (7) 4-335 FUZZY LOGIC 25J B Llewellyn 5-9-0 Martin Lane
7 (5) 0-00 HOPEIGETLUCKY 22 W S Kittow 3-8-0 K O'Neill

7-4 Experimentalist, 7-2 Medburn Cutler, 11-2 Scotsbrook Cloud, 8-1 Fuzzy
Logic, Hopeigetlucky, Wasabi, 12-1 Bogey Hole.

8.25 Handicap (£1,940: 1m 4f 23y) (8)
1 (6) -2140 CAPTAIN OATS 30 (D) Mrs P Ford 11-10-0

Racheal Kneller (5)
2 (1) 63343 FAIR COMMENT 30 (BF) M Blanshard 4-9-13 D Probert
3 (3) -0000 BISON GRASS 12 (V) G Bravery 4-9-9 Luke Morris
4 (8) 05465 TELEGRAPHY 24 (H,B) E Dunlop 3-9-3 G Lee
5 (4) 02652 MASTER DAN 7 J Given 3-9-2 D Swift
6 (5) 0-364 ACAPULCO BAY 2 (P,CD) D Burchell 10-9-2 Amy Scott (5)
7 (2) 45004 LAST ECHO 19 R Beckett 3-9-0 S De Sousa
8 (7) 05506 IMPROVIZED 2 (B) W Muir 3-8-12 O Murphy

5-2Master Dan, 4-1 Last Echo, 9-2 Telegraphy, 11-2 Fair Comment, 10-1 Bison
Grass, Captain Oats, 12-1 Acapulco Bay, Improvized.

Salisbury
Thunderer
2.20 Sister Of Mercy 4.00 Yuften
2.50 New Identity 4.35 Ada Lovelace
3.25 Mystery Drama 5.05 Button Down
Going: good (good to firm in places)
Draw: no advantage Racing UK

2.20 Maiden Auction Stakes
(2-Y-O: £3,234: 6f 212y) (12 runners)

1 (10) DESTINY'S SHADOW G Baker 9-2 Martin Lane
2 (3) 66 DUC DE SEVILLE 15 Clive Cox 9-2 A Kirby
3 (6) SHALIMAH Clive Cox 9-2 R Tate (3)
4 (2) 6 WHO'STHEDUDE 26 R Beckett 9-2 S De Sousa
5 (7) 5 ENTENTE 37 P Makin 8-13 S Drowne
6 (12) 06 HILLGROVE ANGEL 14 B Meehan 8-13 J Fortune
7 (8) MAGICAL THOMAS M Tregoning 8-9 Martin Dwyer
8 (5) 05 BERKSHIRE BEAUTY 29 A Balding 8-8 O Murphy
9 (4) 03 SISTER OF MERCY 20 R Charlton 8-8 James Doyle
10 (1) 0 ARTESANA 37 W Knight 8-6 A Atzeni
11 (9) CAPE XENIA H Candy 8-6 D Sweeney
12(11) PERCEIVED H Candy 8-4 D Probert

5-6 Sister Of Mercy, 5-1 Berkshire Beauty, 8-1 Entente, 10-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: Sister Of Mercy was a big improver
when third at Ascot Dangers: Cape Xenia, Shalimah

2.50 Maiden Stakes (£3,234: 6f 212y) (9)
1 (9) 22203 ROME 8 G L Moore 4-9-11 James Doyle
2 (2) 0- CANARY LAD 402 T Jarvis 3-9-5 G Lee
3 (5) 33 NEW IDENTITY 52 (BF) D Coakley 3-9-5 P Cosgrave
4 (6) TAGHREEB B Meehan 3-9-5 Dane O'Neill
5 (8) KITTY BEQUICK P Hedger 3-9-0 J Fahy
6 (4) 342 MOONVOY 9 (BF) J Noseda 3-9-0 R Hughes
7 (3) 36625 PERSIAN BOLT 20 (B) Eve Johnson Houghton 3-9-0

G Downing (5)
8 (7) 2-365 SONG OF NORWAY 15 (P) P Makin 3-9-0 S Drowne
9 (1) 50 UNBRIDLED JOY 19 Clive Cox 3-9-0 A Kirby

2-1 Moonvoy, 7-2 Rome, 6-1 New Identity, 7-1 Song Of Norway, 8-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: New Identity is better than his latest
effort suggests Dangers: Rome, Moonvoy

3.25 Fillies' Handicap (£6,469: 1m 4f) (8)
1 (5) -2364 MYSTERY DRAMA 17 (D) A King 4-9-12 R Hughes
2 (4) 03423 DARK AMBER 27 B Powell 4-9-4 G Lee
3 (2) 13522 COSETTE 15 (D) H Candy 3-9-3 Dane O'Neill
4 (8) 0-360 WHAT A SCORCHER 42 Clive Cox 3-8-13 R Tate (3)
5 (1) 53541 OPERA FAN 10 (D) M Johnston 3-8-12 S De Sousa
6 (7) 06011 SLEEPER 8 (D) R Beckett 3-8-12 A Atzeni
7 (3) 034 JAMMY MOMENT 37 W Muir 3-8-7 Martin Dwyer
8 (6) 50123 PINK DIAMOND 2 Eve Johnson Houghton 3-8-4 Doubtful

10-11 Opera Fan, 4-1 Sleeper, 8-1 Cosette, 9-1 Mystery Drama, 10-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: Mystery Drama has not been getting
the rub of the green. Dangers: Opera Fan, Sleeper

4.00 totepool Sovereign Stakes
(Group III: £42,532: 1m) (11)

1 (9) 12-21 CAPTAIN CAT 118 (D) R Charlton 5-9-0 James Doyle
2 (5) -6304 FIRE SHIP 47 (D) W Knight 5-9-0 A Kirby
3 (6) 31111 GENIUS BOY 36 (D) J Tate 4-9-0 G Lee
4 (3) -4540 HIGHLAND COLORI 26 (D) A Balding 6-9-0 D Probert
5 (4) 1-544 PRODUCER 19 (D) R Hannon 5-9-0 R Hughes
6 (10) 16-03 REROUTED 26 M De Kock (Saf) 6-9-0 P Cosgrave
7 (8) 41-05 TAWHID 47 (P,D) S Bin Suroor 4-9-0 S De Sousa
8 (1) 32113 MASTER CARPENTER (D) B Millman 3-8-10 R Havlin
9 (11) 4-503 ANJAAL 16 R Hannon 3-8-7 Dane O'Neill
10 (2) 4-055 CORDITE 61 M Appleby 3-8-7 O Murphy
11 (7) -152d YUFTEN (D) W Haggas 3-8-7 A Atzeni

3-1 Yuften, 4-1 Anjaal, 5-1 Producer, 8-1 Master Carpenter, Rerouted,
10-1 Captain Cat, 14-1 Fire Ship, Tawhid, 16-1 Cordite, 18-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: Yuften has been running really well in
group one company Dangers: Anjaal, Rerouted

4.35 Fillies' Handicap (£3,234: 6f) (10)
1 (4) 31441 ADA LOVELACE 7 (D) J Gallagher 4-9-13 R Hughes
2 (1) 1413d SPIRAEA 17 (CD) M Rimell 4-9-12 G Lee
3 (8) 60324 LUCKY DI 15 (D) P Hedger 4-9-11 J Fahy
4 (2) 40365 LADY PHILL 14 M Attwater 4-9-7 A Kirby
5 (9) /5303 KOALA BEAR 12 (H) J Fanshawe 4-9-4 F Tylicki
6 (6) -3450 SHILLA 15 (D) H Candy 3-9-4 Amy Scott (5)
7 (10) 23004 JERSEY BROWN 14 M Channon 3-9-3W Twiston-Davies
8 (7) 54535 CATALINAS DIAMOND 21 (H,T,D) Pat Murphy 6-8-12

Dane O'Neill
9 (3) -0660 TREGERETH 26 (CD) J Portman 4-8-11 O Murphy
10 (5) 00053 NIGHT TRADE 9 (P,D) R Harris 7-8-9 S Drowne

3-1 Ada Lovelace, 4-1 Koala Bear, 9-2 Spiraea, 8-1 Lucky Di, 9-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice:Ada Lovelacewon in emphatic style at
Brighton last week Dangers: Lady Phill, Spiraea

5.05 Handicap (3-Y-O: £4,851: 1m 6f 21y) (7)
1 (4) -2222 BUTTON DOWN 22 (P) Lady Cecil 9-7 James Doyle
2 (6) 21351 SEBASTIAN BEACH 15 (D) R Hannon 9-7 R Hughes
3 (1) 10450 NORSE STAR 12 (B,D) S Kirk 8-13 P Dobbs
4 (3) 52132 GALLIC DESTINY 27 (P) A Balding 8-11 J Fortune
5 (7) 00311 STATSMINISTER 13 L Dace 8-11 D Sweeney
6 (2) -6222 MOUNTAIN KINGDOM 8 (BF) Sir M Prescott 8-9 C Catlin
7 (5) 01023 TAWS 15 (D) B Millman 8-4 A Atzeni

3-1 Mountain Kingdom, 7-2 Sebastian Beach, 9-2 Taws, 5-1 Statsminister,
6-1 Button Down, Gallic Destiny, 20-1 Norse Star.

Thunderer’s choice: Button Down should relish this trip
and is tried in cheekpieces Danger: Statsminister

Course specialists
Beverley: Trainers M Johnston, 64 wins from 248
runners, 25.8%; D O'Meara, 23 from 137, 16.8%.
Jockeys J Nason, 3 wins from 13 rides, 23.1%; M
Hopkins, 3 from 14, 21.4%.

Chepstow: Trainers Sir M Prescott, 5 from 11, 45.5%;
R Beckett, 15 from 49, 30.6%. Jockeys D Probert,
27 from 148, 18.2%; O Murphy, 5 from 41, 12.2%.

Fontwell Park: Trainers Dr R Newland, 5 from 15,
33.3%; J Ferguson, 4 from 12, 33.3%. Jockey A P
McCoy, 31 from 108, 28.7%.

Newmarket: Trainers J Noseda, 17 from 83, 20.5%;
C Appleby, 14 from 74, 18.9%. JockeysW Buick, 45
from 226, 19.9%; R L Moore, 44 from 225, 19.6%.

Salisbury: Trainers Lady Cecil, 5 from 6, 83.3%;
B Powell, 5 from 19, 26.3%. Jockeys R Hughes, 64
from 265, 24.2%; James Doyle, 17 from 86, 19.8%.

Beverley
Thunderer
2.30 Impeccability 4.45 Abbey Angel
3.00 Beau Eile 5.15 Shimba Hills
3.35 Slim Chance 5.50 Edas
4.10 Enchanted Garden
Going: good to soft Draw: 5f, low numbers best
Racing UK Tote Jackpot meeting

2.30 Handicap (£2,264: 1m 4f 16y) (9)

1 (3) 00054 DESTINY BLUE 15 (T) B Ellison 7-10-0 B A Curtis
2 (7) 44026 YORKSTERS PRINCE 15 (B) Mrs M Fife 7-9-11 J Nason (5)
3 (1) 03565 QUITE SPARKY 16 (P) M Sowersby 7-9-9 J Garritty (5)
4 (6) 00000 VALENTINE'S GIFT 30 (H) N Bycroft 6-9-9 Julie Burke (3)
5 (2) 50051 MAZIJ 16 (CD) P Hiatt 6-9-0 P Mulrennan
6 (9) 05552 IMPECCABILITY 16 (P) J Mackie 4-9-0 F Norton
7 (4) 00600 JEBULANI 23 (P,CD) F Murtagh 4-9-0 P McDonald
8 (5) 50-0 MOON OVER RIO 68J B Haslam 3-8-12 A Elliott
9 (8) 50-00 DIFFERENT SCENARIO 24 M Brittain 3-8-3 D Fentiman

5-2 Impeccability, 100-30 Mazij, 9-2 Yorksters Prince, 13-2 others.

3.00 Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(2-Y-O: £3,881: 5f) (11)

1 (2) BEAU EILE T D Barron 9-0 G Gibbons
2 (7) 4 BRINDLE 27 R Fahey 9-0 T Hamilton
3 (3) CIRTEE (H) T Etherington 9-0 J Sullivan
4 (10) 02 ESCRICK 9 D Simcock 9-0 P Mulrennan
5 (9) EURO MAC N Bycroft 9-0 A Elliott
6 (6) 05 MAGH MEALL 20 D Nicholls 9-0 A Nicholls
7 (8) MALLYMKUN K Burke 9-0 P McDonald
8 (5) 05 MY GIRL JO 10 D O'Meara 9-0 Sam James (3)
9 (11) 36 SWEET MISSI 7 B Ellison 9-0 B A Curtis
10 (1) TAFFETTA T Coyle 9-0 B McHugh
11 (4) YOUCOULDNTMAKEITUP T Easterby 9-0 D Allan

11-4 Beau Eile, 7-2 Brindle, 4-1 Escrick, 15-2 Mallymkun, 17-2 others.

3.35 Fillies' Handicap (£3,234: 5f) (14)
1 (5) 0-055 DUSTY STORM 20 (D,BF) E McMahon 4-9-10 G Gibbons
2 (2) 20500 MAYFIELD GIRL 20 (D) M Brittain 4-9-10 P McDonald
3 (7) 55405 DARK OPAL 6 (D) J Weymes 4-9-7 J Haynes (3)
4 (12) -1260 ADIATOR 25 (D) N Bycroft 6-9-5 A Elliott
5 (8) 15336 SLIM CHANCE 2 (D) S West 5-9-5 R Scott (7)
6 (6) 10360 SIX WIVES 41 (P,CD) S Dixon 7-9-4 M Hopkins (5)
7 (9) -1346 THORNABY PRINCESS 12 Mrs M Fife 3-9-3 R Kennemore
8 (11) 22223 MARGRETS GIFT 7 (P) T Easterby 3-9-1 D Allan
9 (1) 54600 MADAGASCAR MOLL 12 (V,D) D O'Meara 3-8-12 Josh Doyle (7)
10(14) 51344 MEY BLOSSOM 16 (B,CD) R Whitaker 9-8-10 C Beasley (3)
11(13) 05423 NELSON'S PRIDE 22 (B,BF) K A Ryan 3-8-9 Kevin Stott (5)
12 (4) 00202 BUSY BIMBO 6 (B,D) A Berry 5-8-5 P P Mathers
13(10) 6-040 JENNY TWIGG 20 C Fairhurst 4-8-5 D Fentiman
14 (3) 06-00 DONT TELL NAN 12 D Shaw 3-8-2 F Norton

9-2 Margrets Gift, 7-1 Dusty Storm, 8-1 Dark Opal, Mey Blossom, Nelson's
Pride, Thornaby Princess, 10-1 Busy Bimbo, 12-1 others.

4.10 Handicap
(£6,469: 2m 35y) (9)

1 (8) 2-000 WATERCLOCK 47 (B) Jedd O'Keeffe 5-10-0 R Kennemore
2 (1) 00064 BE PERFECT 6 (D) D Nicholls 5-9-12 A Nicholls
3 (4) 1-000 AGREEMENT 33 J J Quinn 4-9-12 I Brennan
4 (3) 41155 SPICE FAIR 20 (D) M Usher 7-9-11 L Keniry
5 (5) -5322 BEAT THE TIDE 13 (P,BF) M Dods 4-9-6 P Mulrennan
6 (2) 3-022 CHANT 18 (P,BF) Mrs A Duffield 4-9-2 P McDonald
7 (6) -0463 BOWDLER'S MAGIC 19 (T,D) D Thompson 7-9-2

R Ffrench
8 (7) 514-2 ENCHANTED GARDEN 26J (D,BF) J M Jefferson 6-8-11

T Eaves
9 (9) -6221 KIRKMAN 24 (CD) J Bethell 3-8-0 J Haynes (3)

5-2 Enchanted Garden, 9-2 Kirkman, 11-2 Beat The Tide, 7-1 Chant, 8-1 Be
Perfect, Bowdler's Magic, 10-1 Spice Fair, 14-1 Agreement, 16-1 Waterclock.

4.45 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £3,234: 7f 100y) (13)

1 (4) 542 ABBEY ANGEL 20 R Fahey 9-7 T Hamilton
2 (7) 5433 GRAND PROPOSAL 12 K A Ryan 9-5 S A Gray (5)
3 (6) 033 TWIN TURBO 50 M Johnston 9-3 F Norton
4 (10) 030 CISCO BOY 27 T Easterby 9-1 D Allan
5 (2) 50331 SUMMER STROLL 13 (D) D O'Meara 9-1 Sam James (3)
6 (5) 00260 PLAYBOY BAY 19 M Channon 8-12 S Hitchcott
7 (3) 56013 MR SHEKELLS 20 (D) P McBride 8-11 D Brock (5)
8 (11) 545 OFFSHORE 50 (P) J Tate 8-10 P Mulrennan
9 (13) 60534 FAZENDA'S GIRL 13 (B) M W Easterby 8-0 J Sullivan
10 (8) 0605 SECRET OF DUBAI 29 B Ellison 8-0 B A Curtis
11 (9) 066 YUKOS FLYER 23 R Fahey 8-0 J Garritty (5)
12 (1) 000 CHOLLIMA 33 (B) T Easterby 8-0 D Fentiman
13(12) 006 NORTH BAY LADY 16 J Wainwright 8-0 Joe Doyle (5)

9-2 Abbey Angel, 5-1 Grand Proposal, 11-2 Twin Turbo, 13-2 Summer Stroll,
7-1 Offshore, 9-1 Mr Shekells, 10-1 Cisco Boy, 14-1others.

5.15 Handicap
(3-Y-O: £3,234: 1m 100y) (7)

1 (6) 34661 SHIMBA HILLS 9 (D) M Channon 9-13 C Bishop (3)
2 (1) 00-21 DAISY BOY 15 (D) S C Williams 9-3 G Gibbons
3 (4) 1-000 L'ARTISTE 40 (C) J J Quinn 9-1 P Makin
4 (5) 4-065 SARANTA 17 (H,BF) R Fahey 9-1 G Chaloner (3)
5 (3) 6-350 WHITE ROSE RUNNER 101 M Brittain 8-13 D Allan
6 (7) 0-621 STRICTLY GLITZ 3 (D) J J Quinn 8-13 Joe Doyle (5)
7 (2) 00003 TAWAN 51 (B) B Rothwell 8-2 C Beasley (3)

2-1 Daisy Boy, 9-4 Strictly Glitz, 4-1 Shimba Hills, 11-2 Saranta, 12-1 White
Rose Runner, 16-1 L'Artiste, Tawan.

5.50 Amateur Riders' Handicap
(£2,183: 1m 100y) (13)

1 (4) 0U016 ICEBLAST 10 (B) M W Easterby 6-11-0
Miss Joanna Mason (3)

2 (11) 60156 TANAWAR 20 (B,D) Mrs R Carr 4-10-12
Miss S Brotherton

3 (1) 43305 VIOLENT VELOCITY 23 (CD) J J Quinn 11-10-8
Mr O Pimlott (7)

4 (8) 34600 GRACEFUL ACT 15 R Barr 6-10-2 Miss C Walton
5 (2) 50544 AL FURAT 15 R Barr 6-10-1 Mr P Dennis (5)
6 (7) 03540 ZAINDA 7 P Midgley 4-10-0 Mr A French (7)
7 (6) -0553 EDAS 10 (CD) T Cuthbert 12-9-13 Miss H Cuthbert (3)
8 (13) 62502 VERY FIRST BLADE 2 (P) M Mullineaux 5-9-12

Miss M Mullineaux (3)
9 (10) 066-3 WILLIAM HOGARTH 101J B Ellison 9-9-9

Miss L Wilson (5)
10(12) 3-340 THINK 63 (P) C Mulhall 7-9-9 Mr H Bannister
11 (5) 56503 KHESKIANTO 16 (T,C) M Chapman 8-9-9 Miss A Mills
12 (3) -5440 SPOKESPERSON 10 F Watson 6-9-9 Miss A Deniel
13 (9) 0-005 ROSY RYAN 10 Miss T Jackson 4-9-9 Mr T Hamilton (3)

5-1 Violent Velocity, 11-2 Tanawar, 6-1 Edas, 13-2 Very First Blade,
7-1 Kheskianto, 15-2 Al Furat, Iceblast, 12-1 Spokesperson, 14-1 others.

Newmarket
Thunderer
2.10 Luna Moon 4.25 Captain Bob
2.40 Excellent Puck (nap)4.55 Zain Empire (nb)
3.15 Piceno 5.25 Random Success
3.50 Long Cross
Going: good (good to soft in places)
Draw: no advantage Racing UK

2.10 Median Auction Maiden Fillies'
Stakes (2-Y-O: £3,881: 6f) (12)

1 (7) 0 AVENUE DU MONDE 15 R Hannon 9-0 S Levey
2 (3) COCKNEY ISLAND P McBride 9-0 M Harley
3 (11) COURIER J Noseda 9-0 W Buick
4 (12) GLEAMING GIRL D Simcock 9-0 K Fallon
5 (9) LUNA MOON J Noseda 9-0 R L Moore
6 (6) MATRON J Fanshawe 9-0 S W Kelly
7 (2) 60 MAYBE NOW BABY 42 D Simcock 9-0 J Fanning
8 (5) MULLION COVE John Best 9-0 C Hardie (5)
9 (10) POYLE JESSICA R Beckett 9-0 R Kingscote
10 (8) 0 PUDDING 20 Lady Cecil 9-0 A Morgan (3)
11 (4) 00 STONE ROSES 64 Michael Bell 9-0 J P Spencer
12 (1) 0 THEYDON BOIS 26 P Charalambous 9-0 R Tart (3)

5-2 Luna Moon, 4-1 Avenue Du Monde, 6-1 Stone Roses, 7-1 others.

2.40 Handicap (£5,175: 1m 2f) (9)
1 (1) 02040 GWORN 16 E Dunlop 4-10-0 C Hardie (5)
2 (4) 61216 BERTIE MOON 10 (D) G Deacon 4-9-7 W Buick
3 (7) 21200 KASTINI 27 (V,D) D Coakley 4-9-5 M Harley
4 (9) 02-15 RASAMEEL 62 B Hills 3-9-4 G Baker
5 (2) 46240 DONNY ROVER 14 M Appleby 3-9-4 A Mullen
6 (3) 31-44 RAVEN RIDGE 90 (BF) Michael Bell 3-9-4 J P Spencer
7 (5) 32431 EXCELLENT PUCK 27 (CD) S Lycett 4-9-3 K Fallon
8 (8) 00010 LE DELUGE 18 (D) Miss A Stokell 4-8-12 S Levey
9 (6) 44-0 IAN'S MEMORY 108 J Noseda 3-8-11 R L Moore

4-1 Excellent Puck, Raven Ridge, 9-2 Ian's Memory, 13-2 Donny Rover,
7-1 Bertie Moon, Rasameel, 8-1 Gworn, 10-1 Kastini, 25-1 Le Deluge.

3.15 Handicap (£5,175: 7f) (11)
1 (9) 3-040 BLUEGRASS BLUES 15 (B,CD) P Cole 4-9-12 M Harley
2 (6) 4-340 REGAL DAN 137 (D,BF) C Hills 4-9-11 C Hardie (5)
3 (11) 06054 SPIRITUAL STAR 13 (T,D) A Carson 5-9-11 W A Carson
4 (4) 34430 KAKATOSI 15 (D) M Murphy 7-9-10 S W Kelly
5 (8) 02202 PICENO 8 (P,C,D) S Dixon 6-9-8 K Fallon
6 (10) 32211 GLOBAL LEADER 21 (D) P D'Arcy 4-9-5 Doubtful
7 (7) 1-600 OBLITEREIGHT 15 (D) W Knight 5-9-5 G Baker
8 (3) -0050 LUNAR DEITY 13 S C Williams 5-9-4 Aaron Jones (7)
9 (1) 0-656 EVIDENT 4 (D) J Noseda 4-9-3 W Buick
10 (2) 42246 GREAT EXPECTATIONS 22 (T,D) J Jenkins 6-9-3P Aspell
11 (5) 30520 AFKAR 72 (D) C Brittain 6-8-12 L Jones

100-30 Piceno, 4-1 Regal Dan, Spiritual Star, 11-2 Bluegrass Blues, 8-1
Kakatosi, 10-1 Evident, Oblitereight, 12-1 others.

3.50 Maiden Stakes (3-Y-O: £3,881: 1m 2f) (9)
1 (7) 4- FREEMASON 338 Sir M Stoute 9-5 R L Moore
2 (4) 53443 GANGES 12 (V) J Toller 9-5 S Sanders
3 (2) KIRTLING A Brown 9-5 S W Kelly
4 (1) 3 LAKE ALFRED 153 Lady Cecil 9-5 M Harley
5 (5) 4 LONG CROSS 26 J Gosden 9-5 W Buick
6 (8) 0 MEDALLERO 89 C Brittain 9-5 L Jones
7 (3) PERIL Lady Cecil 9-5 G Baker
8 (9) 552-4 SOVIET COURAGE 27 (BF) W Haggas 9-5 J Fanning
9 (6) WELL FINISHED R Beckett 9-0 R Kingscote

7-4 Long Cross, 4-1 Freemason, 5-1 Lake Alfred, Soviet Courage, 13-2 others.

4.25 Handicap (3-Y-O: £12,938: 7f) (6)
1 (6) 52560 EXPERT 12 (CD) R Hannon 9-7 C Hardie (5)
2 (4) -1014 GLORIOUS EMPIRE 19 (C,D) E Walker 9-6 G Baker
3 (1) -2151 OUTBACK TRAVELLER 12 (CD) J Noseda 9-2 R L Moore
4 (3) -1214 CAPTAIN BOB 40 (D) C Hills 8-12 W Buick
5 (5) -0000 NEZAR 16 (B,D) G Margarson 8-12 M Harley
6 (2) 05302 CROWDMANIA 3 (D) M Johnston 8-7 J Fanning

2-1 Outback Traveller, 5-2 Glorious Empire, 9-2 Captain Bob, 5-1 others.

4.55 Handicap (3-Y-O: £5,175: 1m) (6)
1 (1) 0-311 BOMBARDMENT 8 (D) C Appleby 9-12 W Buick
2 (5) 46253 KING OF MACEDON 6 (B) M Johnston 9-7 J Fanning
3 (3) 13 ZAIN EMPIRE 22 R Cowell 9-6 J P Spencer
4 (6) 310-6 ZESHOV 34 (P) J Noseda 9-6 R L Moore
5 (2) 22110 GREEN ZONE 20 (P,D) N Tinkler 9-0 Hayley Turner
6 (4) 00132 KALON BRAMA 13 (H,D) P Charalambous 8-6 J Quinn

7-4 Bombardment, 3-1 Zain Empire, 5-1 Kalon Brama, King Of Macedon,
15-2 Zeshov, 10-1 Green Zone.

5.25 Handicap (£5,175: 5f) (10)
1 (4) 15000 GO NANI GO 20 (D) E De Giles 8-9-10 D J Bates (3)
2 (5) 01004 PANDAR 47 (D) J M Bradley 5-9-9 K Fallon
3 (9) 10000 APRICOT SKY 16 H Candy 4-9-7 W Buick
4 (1) 0-000 STONE OF FOLCA 16 (H,D) John Best 6-9-6 C Hardie (5)
5 (3) 63522 SECRET MISSILE 11 (B,D) W Muir 4-9-6 D C Costello
6 (7) 50003 JIROFT 22 (H) Miss A Stokell 7-9-6 Doubtful
7 (6) 12201 RANDOM SUCCESS 11 (D) R Charlton 4-9-4 G Baker
8 (10) -4230 ANGEL WAY 36 (CD) M Murphy 5-8-13 S W Kelly
9 (8) 21-50 ROYAL BIRTH 58 (D) S C Williams 3-8-11 J P Spencer
10 (2) 02300 TOUCH THE CLOUDS 13 (D) W Stone 3-8-9 P Aspell

6-4 Random Success, 6-1 Apricot Sky, Royal Birth, 8-1 others.

Blinkered first time: Beverley 3.35 Madagascar Moll. 4.10
Waterclock. 4.45 Chollima. Chepstow 7.25 Ivanhoe. 8.25
BisonGrass.FontwellPark6.10MinellaSpecial. 6.40Mont
Royale. 7.10 Finish The Story. 7.40 Tang Royal, Stay InMy
Heart, Movementneverlies. Newmarket 3.15 Bluegrass
Blues. Salisbury 5.05 Norse Star. 6Rob Wright is away

Kingman is set for France
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Why slow bowlers deserve greater tolerance
Mike Atherton says that the spinner’s skills are
too important and beautiful to lose through bans
Plus Moeen Ali hoping to break down barriers
Cricket, pages 55-57
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Results and scoreboards

Football

Carling Cup
First round
Coventry (0) 1 Cardiff (1) 2
Miller 82
1,382

Burgstaller 4
Haynes (og) 81

Sheffield Utd (0) 2 Mansfield (0) 1
Butler 53
McNulty 86

Fisher 57
7,929

Scottish Premiership
Dundee Utd (0) 1 Motherwell (0) 0
Bilate 83

Inverness CT (0) 0 Dundee (0) 0
3,082

Kilmarnock (0) 0 Aberdeen (1) 2
5,079 Pawlett 45

Jack 71

Partick Thistle(1) 4 Ross County (0) 0
Bannigan 40
Frempah (og) 55
Fraser 73
O’Donnell 90+2

3,261

St Johnstone (0) 0 Celtic (0) 3
Sent off: D Mackay 75
6,890

Stokes 56
Biton 76 (pen)
McGregor 85

St Mirren (0) 0 Hamilton (1) 2
3,635 Crawford 19

McAusland (og) 52

German Super Cup
B Dortmund (1) 2 Bayern Munich(0) 0
Mkhitaryan 23
Aubameyang 62

80,667

Athletics
European Athletics Championships
Zurich: Men: 100m: Semi-finals (qualifiers):
1, J Dasaolu (GB) 10.04sec; 2, C Lemaitre (Fr)
10.10; 3, H Aikines-Aryeetey (GB) 10.21;
4, L Jakubczyk (Ger) 10.23; 5, J Saidy Ndure
(Trin) 10.23; 6, D Chambers (GB) 10.25; 7, C
Cimpeanu (Rom) 10.29; 8, Y Nascimento (Por)
10.30. Final: 1, Dasaolu 10.06sec; 2, Lemaitre
10.13; 3, Aikines-Aryeetey 10.22; 4, Chambers
10.24. 800m: Semi-finals (qualifiers): 1, P-A
Bosse (Fr) 1min 45.94sec; 2, A Kuciapski (Pol)

1:46.05; 3, A Bube (Den) 1:46.09; 4, M English
(Ire) 1:46.23; J Repcik (Slovenia) 1:46.94;
6, A Kszczot (Pol) 1:47.12; 7, M Lewandowski
(Pol) 1:47.14; 8, A Tuka (Bosnia) 1:47.18.
10,000m final: 1, M Farah (GB) 28min 8.11sec;
2, A Vernon (GB) 28:08.66; 3, A Kaya (Tun)
28:08.72. 400m hurdles: Semi-finals (qualifi-
ers): 1, R Maegi (Estonia) 48.52sec; 2, T Chalyy
(Russ) 48.69; 3, F Franz (Ger) 48.96; 4, O Moro
(Fin) 49.08; 5, D Kudryavtsev (Russ) 49.09;
6, V Königsmark (Ger) 48.12; 7, K Hussein
(Switz) 49.16; 8, E Bekric (Serbia) 49.21. 20km
race walk: 1, L Fernando López (Col) 1hr 19min
44sec; 2, A Ivanov (Russ) 1:19:45; 3, D Strelkov
(Russ) 1:19:46. Decathlon: Final standings:
1, Krauchanka 8,616pts; 2, K Mayer (Fr) 8,521;
3, I Shkurenyov (Russ) 8,498.
Women: 100m: Semi-finals (qualifiers): 1, D
Schippers (Neth) 11.08sec; 2, I Lalova (Bul)
11.15; 3,MSoumaré (Fr) 11.17; 4,MKambundji
(Switz) 11.20; 5, D Henry (GB) 11.21; 6, A
Nelson (GB) 11.23. Final: 1, Schippers 11.12sec;
2, Soumaré 11.16; 3, Nelson 11.22. Other: 7,
Henry 11.43. 400m: Semi-finals (qualifiers): 1,
O Zemlyak (Ukr) 51.24sec; 2, L Grenot (It)
51.47; 3, AABokesa (Sp) 51.84; 4, I Terrero (Sp)
52.07; 5, M Gayot (Fr) 52.11; 6, B Razor (Rom)
52.22; 7, C Ohuruogu (GB) 52.56; 8, M Holub
(Pol) 52.58. 100mhurdles final: 1, T Porter (GB)
12.76sec; 2, C Billaud (Fr) 12.79; 3, C Roleder
(Ger) 12.82.

Basketball
International match: Copper Box, London:
Great Britain 67 Bosnia 80.

Cricket
Royal London Cup
Group A
Yorkshire v Derbyshire
Scarborough (Yorkshire won toss): Yorkshire
Vikings (2pts) beat Derbyshire Falcons by ten
wickets
Derbyshire (balls)
W J Durston c Rashid b Bresnan 1 (7)
B A Godleman c Lyth b Pyrah 36 (50)
M J North c Hodd b Bresnan 2 (9)
*W L Madsen c Hodd b Pyrah 20 (33)
A L Hughes c Leaning b Patterson 43 (76)
S L Elstone c Lyth b Pyrah 0 (1)
†G D Cross c Bresnan b Rashid 11 (17)
D J Wainwright c Leaning b Rashid 5 (11)
A P Palladino lbw b Rashid 5 (12)

B D Cotton not out 18 (23)
M H A Footitt b Patterson 5 (8)
Extras (lb 1, w 2, nb 2) 5
Total (41 overs) 151
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-4, 3-52, 4-73, 5-73, 6-92,
7-104, 8-114, 9-138.
Bowling:Patterson8-0-27-2;Bresnan8-2-30-2;
Pyrah 7-0-25-3; Rashid 10-0-45-3; Fisher 8-0-
23-0.
Yorkshire (balls)
A Lyth not out 67 (81)
A Z Lees not out 69 (99)
Extras (b 8, lb 2, w 3, nb 6) 19
Total (no wkt, 29.3 overs) 155
K S Williamson, *A W Gale, J A Leaning,
A U Rashid, †A J Hodd, T T Bresnan, RM Pyrah,
S A Patterson and M D Fisher did not bat.
Bowling: Footitt 4.5-0-24-0; Cotton 8.3-1-39-0;
North 1.1-0-7-0; Palladino 6-0-22-0; Wain-
wright 3-0-20-0; Elstone 4-0-26-0; Hughes
2-0-7-0.
Umpires: MR Benson and PJ Hartley.

Essex v Hampshire
Chelmsford (Hampshire won toss): Essex
Eagles (2pts) beat Hampshire by five runs
Essex (balls)
M L Pettini c Wheater b Coles 33 (44)
T Westley run out 74 (79)
J D Ryder run out 87 (61)
R S Bopara c Wood b Tomlinson 51 (52)
K S Velani lbw b Briggs 10 (4)
*R N ten Doeschate c Vince b Dawson 22 (14)
†J S Foster c Dawson b Coles 8 (9)
G R Napier run out 7 (10)
T J Phillips not out 14 (13)
T S Mills c Adams b Wood 0 (3)
D D Masters b Wood 6 (12)
Extras (lb 4, w 6, nb 2) 12
Total (50 overs) 324
Fall ofwickets:1-80,2-161,3-219,4-229,5-268,
6-282, 7-295, 8-301, 9-310.
Bowling: Wood 9-1-41-2; Tomlinson 7-0-59-1;
Ervine 7-0-44-0; Coles 10-0-66-2; Dawson 9-0-
50-1; Smith 3-0-16-0; Briggs 5-0-44-1.
Hampshire (balls)
M A Carberry c Pettini b Masters 8 (21)
*J H K Adams c Velani b Masters 37 (30)
†A J A Wheater c Napier

b Ten Doeschate 135 (97)
J M Vince c Phillips b Masters 79 (83)
W R Smith run out 13 (19)
S M Ervine lbw b Westley 2 (9)
L A Dawson lbw b Napier 9 (15)

C P Wood run out 13 (12)
M T Coles c sub b Napier 2 (5)
D R Briggs not out 8 (8)
J A Tomlinson not out 1 (1)
Extras (b 4, lb 4, w 4) 12
Total (9 wkts, 50 overs) 319
Fall of wickets: 1-48, 2-48, 3-246, 4-270, 5-275,
6-294, 7-294, 8-300, 9-318.
Bowling:Masters 10-1-51-3; Napier 10-0-58-2;
Mills 2.2-0-10-0; Phillips 10-0-73-0; Westley
7.4-0-43-1; Bopara 3-0-21-0; Ten Doeschate
7-0-55-1.
Umpires: JH Evans and NA Mallender.

Worcestershire v Gloucestershire
Worcester (Gloucestershire won toss):
Gloucestershire (2pts) beat Worcestershire by
five wickets (D/L method)
Worcestershire (balls)
*D K H Mitchell b Payne 2 (7)
T Kohler-Cadmore run out 9 (12)
T C Fell c Cockbain b Taylor 89 (112)
A N Kervezee c Roderick b Miles 80 (87)
R AWhiteley c Howell bW R S Gidman 12 (22)
G M Andrew c Taylor b W R S Gidman 7 (9)
†O B Cox b Payne 9 (5)
J Leach not out 10 (17)
J D Shantry b W R S Gidman 2 (4)
M J McClenaghan b W R S Gidman 1 (7)
C A J Morris c Roderick b Miles 4 (11)
Extras (w 4) 4
Total (48.5 overs) 229
Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-12, 3-171, 4-188, 5-197,
6-204, 7-214, 8-217, 9-219.
Bowling: Payne 9-1-38-2; Gidman 10-0-41-4;
Miles 9.5-0-54-2; Howell 10-1-49-0; Taylor
10-0-47-1.
Gloucestershire (balls)
*M Klinger c Cox b McClenaghan 1 (5)
H J H Marshall c Fell b Shantry 4 (5)
C D J Dent c Cox b McClenaghan 4 (4)
I A Cockbain not out 98 (114)
†G H Roderick b Shantry 28 (32)
W R S Gidman c Fell b McClenaghan 44 (40)
A P R Gidman not out 28 (29)
Extras (lb 3, w 6) 9
Total (5 wkts, 38.1 overs) 216
B A C Howell, J M R Taylor, C N Miles and
D A Payne did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-6, 3-10, 4-74, 5-150.
Bowling: Shantry 8-0-32-2; McClenaghan
9-0-46-3; Morris 8-0-50-0; Leach 8-0-39-0;
Whiteley 1.1-0-15-0; Mitchell 2-0-14-0;
Kervezee 2-0-17-0.
Umpires: NL Bainton and GD Lloyd.

Group B
Kent v Sussex
Canterbury (Sussex won toss): Kent Spitfires
(2pts) beat Sussex Sharks by 59 runs (D/L
method)
Kent (balls)
D J Bell-Drummond c Cachopa

b Arafat 83 (103)
*S A Northeast c Brown b Hatchett 20 (28)
B W Harmison c Wright b Piolet 33 (42)
F K Cowdrey lbw b Liddle 40 (32)
D I Stevens b Arafat 24 (22)
†S W Billings not out 51 (39)
A J Blake c Machan b Arafat 20 (20)
C J Haggett c Wright b Piolet 2 (4)
J C Tredwell c Brown b Arafat 1 (3)
M E Claydon run out 1 (3)
D E Bollinger run out 3 (5)
Extras (b 4, lb 5, w 8, nb 4) 21
Total (49.5 overs) 299
Fall ofwickets:1-36,2-105,3-179,4-190,5-221,
6-269, 7-277, 8-278, 9-292.
Bowling: Satti 9.5-0-49-4; Hatchett 9-0-56-1;
Piolet 10-0-54-2; Liddle 8-0-57-1; Beer 10-0-
55-0; Nash 3-0-19-0.
Sussex (balls)
C D Nash c Tredwell b Stevens 24 (25)
L J Wright c Harmison b Bollinger 21 (22)
*E C Joyce b Tredwell 47 (39)
C Cachopa c Bollinger b Tredwell 16 (26)
M W Machan lbw b Haggett 13 (14)
†B C Brown b Claydon 8 (13)
Yasir Arafat st Billings b Tredwell 21 (19)
S A Piolet c Bollinger b Tredwell 5 (6)
W A T Beer b Claydon 4 (9)
C J Liddle not out 8 (8)
L J Hatchett b Claydon 5 (8)
Extras (lb 5, w 6) 11
Total (31.3 overs) 183
Fall of wickets: 1-42, 2-68, 3-101, 4-126, 5-130,
6-140, 7-158, 8-167, 9-169.
Bowling: Bollinger 5-0-34-1; Claydon 5.3-0-
26-3; Stevens 7-0-43-1; Haggett 5-0-30-1;
Tredwell 7-0-27-4; Cowdrey 2-0-18-0.
Umpires: RJ Evans and MA Gough.

Rugby union

Women’s World Cup
Semi-final
Ireland 7 England 40
Ireland: Try:Miller. Con:Briggs. England: Tries:
Clark, Merchant, Wilson, Packer 2. Cons:
Scarratt, Large 2. Pens: Scarrat. HT: 7-18.

Other results: Semi-final: France 16 Canada 18.
Ninth place play-off: Semi-finals: South Africa
25Samoa24;Spain18Kazakhstan5.Fifthplace
play-off: Semi-finals:New Zealand 63Wales 7;
Australia 20 United States 23.

Swimming
LEN European Championships
Berlin: Men: 5km open water: 1, D Fogg (GB)
53min 41.4sec; 2, R Muffels (Ger) 54:01.8;
3, T Lurz (Ger) 54:02.6.

Tennis
Western & Southern Open
Cincinnati: Second round: Men: A Murray (GB)
bt J Sousa (Por) 6-3, 6-3; M Youzhny (Russ)
bt A Seppi (It) 6-3, 6-4; Lu Yen-hsun (Taiwan)
bt TBerdych (Cz) 3-6, 6-3, 6-4; J Benneteau (Fr)
bt J Ward (GB) 6-2, 6-2; J Janowicz (Pol) bt
GDimitrov (Bul) 6-4, 3-6, 6-3; T Robredo (Sp) bt
S Querrey (US) 6-2, 6-4. Women: S Williams
(US) bt S Stosur (Aus) 7-6, 7-6; S Stephens
(US) bt B Zahlavova Strycova (Cz) 7-5, 6-1;
A Pavlyuchenkova (Russ) bt K Knapp (It) 6-1,
6-3; C Suárez Navarro (Sp) bt P Parmentier
(Fr) 6-3, 7-5; A Kerber (Ger) bt E Makarova
(Russ) 6-4, 6-1; E Svitolina (Ukr) bt P Kvitova
(Cz) 6-2, 7-6; A Radwanska (Pol) bt K Nara
(Japan) 6-2, 6-2.

Fixtures

Cricket
Only Test: Second day of four: Wormsley:
England Women v India Women (11.0).
Royal London Cup: Group A: Leicester:
Leicestershire v Worcestershire (10.30).
Emirates Old Trafford: Lancashire v Northamp-
tonshire (2.0). Group B: Emirates Durham:
Durham v Surrey (10.30). SWALEC Stadium:
Glamorgan v Warwickshire (10.30). Lord’s:
Middlesex v Nottinghamshire (1.0).
Tour match: Ageas Bowl: Hampshire v Sri
Lanka A (10.30).

Rugby league
FirstUtilitySuperLeague:HullKRvWigan (8.0).

England execute first part of their plan

England marched into the women’s
World Cup final last night with a five-
try demolition of Ireland that Gary
Street, the head coach, believes may
rank as their finest performance in the
history of the tournament.
It was an emphatic statement of

intent by England after questions were
raised by their scrappy 13-13 draw
againstCanada, a result thateliminated
NewZealand, thedominant force in the
WorldCup for thepast 16 years. Theold
order of women’s rugby was ready to
topple andEngland,whohave lost their
past three finals to the Black Ferns,
seemed to be wobbling, not least when
Ireland scored the opening try.
What followed was a masterclass

mixing the brutality of the pack,
notably in the scrum, where Ireland
were eviscerated, and the beauty of the
backs, led by the sensational Emily
Scarratt. Previous victories against
New Zealand may have been more
cathartic, but surely none was more
complete than last night’s performance
at the Stade Jean-Bouin in Paris.
“We have talked about staying with

our processes since January in the
weeks and the months that we have
been in camp together — and it came
out today,” Street said.
“I think there was probably a

nervousness in the Canada game. It
was huge for us to get out of the pool
and that’s probablywhat cameacross in
the match against Canada.
“We said to theplayers in thepast few

days that this is our team to really show
the world what we can do. For me, as a
coach, I think we have got the best side
in the world and I just want the players
to show everyone else and not show a
different side like they did against
Canada. Everybody was on song.
“There have been a few [good

performances] against New Zealand
but, in the context of aWorldCup semi-
final and having to perform today
against fantastic opposition, that’s
probably as good as we could have
hoped.”
The question now is whether

England can go one step farther than
they have managed in the past three
finals. There is no New Zealand hex to
overcomenowandKatyMclean, the fly
half, says that the squad is far more
confident of success than when they
hosted the tournament in 2010.
“All I can go on is the feel,” Mclean

said. “This feels different for us. We are
in a better place, we are in a happier

place. In 2010, there was so much
pressure because we were at home.We
have not been brilliant throughout this
tournament but today there was a real
bright spark.
“That’s what you want. You don’t

want to peak at day one. Game four or
game five is where you want to and
that’s where we are.”
It was all the more impressive given

that England were on the back foot for
much of the first half and conceded the
first try after Tania Rosser was driven
over at the back of an Ireland maul.
Rochelle Clark, the prop, replied for
England with another short-range
effort, but it was Scarratt who twisted

the knife into Irish hearts during the
last ten minutes of the half.
In between kicking two penalty

goals, the centre carved straight
through the Ireland defence down the
left. By the time she was halted by
Ashleigh Baxter, Scarratt had already
made 50 metres and England
comfortably switched the ball right for
KatMerchant, the wing, to score in the
corner.
That 18-7 half-time safety blanket

became a whole lot more comfortable
as Scarratt kicked her third penalty
goal after another incisive break by
Rachael Burford, her fellow centre.
With victory assured, England
proceeded to lay down amarker for the
next semi-final between France and
Canada as Kay Wilson profited from
another dominant England scrum
before Marlie Packer, a replacement
flanker, snaffled two late tries.
Job done? Not according to Street.

“Wehavenot comehere towin aWorld
Cup semi-final,” Street said. “We have
been very clear about that.Wehave got
our four-day plan. There will be no
change from that and no celebrating
when we get back.”
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Glory in sight: Wilson profits from another dominant England scrum to extend their lead in a one-sided win against Ireland
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Women’s World Cup final

England v Canada
Stade Jean Bouin, Paris
Sunday, 7.45pm

6Canada set up a rematch against
England in the final on Sunday after
Magail Harvey scored 13 points in
the 18-16 victory against France last
night. After a tight first half had
finished 6-6, Canada struck through
Elissa Alarie, the full back. Harvey
then scored one of the tries of the
year, running 90 metres after
Canada turned over a five-metre
France scrum. In a raucous
atmosphere, France scored two
pushover tries through Safi N’Diaye
and Assa Koita, but Sandrine
Agricole missed both conversions,
so Canada will face England again.

Scorers: Ireland. Try: Rosser (17min). Conversion:
Briggs. England: Tries: Clark (25), Merchant (37),
Wilson (57), Packer 2 (70, 74). Conversions: Scarratt,
Large 2. Penalty goals: Scarratt (33, 40, 47).
Scoring sequence (Ireland first): 7-0, 7-5, 7-8, 7-15, 7-18
(half-time), 7-21, 7-26, 7-33, 7-40.
Ireland: N Briggs; A Baxter, L Cantwell (rep: H Casey,
58min), G Davitt (rep: J Murphy, 47), A Miller;
N Stapleton, T Rosser (rep: L Muldoon, 55); F Coghlan,
G Bourke, A Egan (rep: S Lynch, 55), S Spence (rep:
L Guest, 72), ML Reilly, P Fitzpatrick, C Molloy,
H O’Brien (rep: S Fleming, 47).
England: D Waterman; K Merchant, E Scarratt (rep:
C Allan, 68), R Burford, K Wilson; K Mclean (rep:
C Large, 68), LT Mason (rep: N Hunt, 58); R Clark (rep:
L Keates, 63), V Fleetwood (rep: E Croker, 63),
S Hemming, T Taylor (rep: R Essex, 63), J McGilchrist,
A Matthews, M Alphonsi (rep: M Packer, 63), S Hunter.
Referee: A Perrett (Ireland).
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Sport

Fontwell Park
Thunderer
5.10 My Direction 7.10 Nether Stream
5.40 Mister Wiseman 7.40 Owner Occupier
6.10 Halling’s Wish 8.10 Arctic Chief
6.40 Lysino
Going: good to firm (good in places)
At The Races

5.10 Novices' Hurdle
(£3,249: 2m 2f 110y) (5)

1 -0110 URIAH HEEP 26 A King 5-11-12 R Johnson
2 4-1F2 NORFOLK SKY 26 (CD) B Barr 5-11-5 D Jacob
3 21 MY DIRECTION 14 (D) J Ferguson 4-11-3 A P McCoy
4 1/ I NO UNDERSTAND 1194 R Rowe 8-10-12 L Aspell
5 26 NORTHERN BAY D Pipe 4-10-10 C O'Farrell

7-4 My Direction, 9-4 Uriah Heep, 100-30 Norfolk Sky, 7-1 Northern Bay,
12-1 I No Understand.

5.40 Handicap Chase
(£3,768: 2m 2f) (8)

1 0-644 MISTER MATT 20 T Symonds 11-11-12 B Poste (5)
2 33-25 HOLLOW PENNY 26 (BF) A King 6-11-10 R Johnson
3 655-3 SUBLIME TALENT 50 (T) E Williams 8-11-7 A Wedge
4 6-005 GIANT O MURCHU 44 (T,P,D) Mrs L Hill 10-11-0

A Coleman
5 -5023 ACADEMY GENERAL 14 (T) D Bridgwater 8-11-0

J Hodson (7)
6 -2411 MISTER WISEMAN 26 (T,C,D) N Hawke 12-10-11

A P McCoy
7 53S5- JULIE PRINCE 284 (T) B Powell 8-10-7 B Powell
8 00406 OSORIOS TRIAL 25 (T) A Middleton 7-10-2 J Banks (5)

15-8 Mister Wiseman, 7-2 Hollow Penny, 11-2 Mister Matt, 6-1 Academy
General, 13-2 Sublime Talent, 12-1 Giant O Murchu, 14-1 others.

6.10 Handicap Hurdle
(£3,119: 2m 6f 110y) (11)

1 21P3- FIGARO 22F (T) T Vaughan 6-11-12 R Johnson
2 P-5P4 VICTOR LEUDORUM 50 (T,D) C Mann 7-11-11 B Ffrench Davis (10)
3 2P-14 OVERCLEAR 44 (H,C) V Dartnall 12-11-9 D F O'Regan
4 -5241 SUR LA MER 25 (P,D) D Skelton 6-11-9 H Skelton
5 P-V1P BARTON STACEY 77 (B) D Pipe 9-11-9 A P McCoy
6 12- HALLING'S WISH 45F (C) G L Moore 4-11-8 J E Moore
7 20F2 ROCKMOUNT RIVER 25 D Bridgwater 5-11-2 A P Cawley
8 4P0-2 BANGKOK PETE 29 (C) Jamie Poulton 9-11-1W Kavanagh (3)
9 P0-U0 MINELLA SPECIAL 65 (B) Paul Henderson 8-10-11

Tom O'Brien
10 14U00 FRIENDLY SOCIETY 17 (P,C,D) N Williams 9-10-8 J Banks (5)
11 12P26 THE KINGS ASSASSIN 20 (P,CD,BF) C Gordon 6-10-0 T Cannon

7-2 Sur La Mer, 11-2 Bangkok Pete, 6-1 Barton Stacey, 7-1 others.

6.40 Handicap Hurdle
(£3,279: 2m 2f 110y) (10)

1 2-236 MONT ROYALE 17 (B) Jonjo O'Neill 6-11-12 A P McCoy
2 10-51 OSGOOD 52F (V) G L Moore 7-11-8 Mr G Gorman (7)
3 246-1 LYSINO 17 (H) Dr R Newland 5-11-6 S Twiston-Davies
4 554-4 EDDY 98 J Panvert 5-11-6 C O'Farrell
5 -0406 MOUNT VESUVIUS 20 (T) P Henderson 6-11-5 T O'Brien
6 554 FLAMINGO BEAT 16F Mrs C Dunnett 4-11-3 T Whelan (3)
7 36-6F UNIDEXTER 8F (H,T) Sheena West 4-11-1 M Goldstein
8 0P-36 BORDER STATION 59 (CD) Mrs A Batchelor 8-10-13 L Aspell
9 F0-3 RON WAVERLY 63 P Phelan 4-10-10 J E Moore
10 4-15P OSMOSIA 43 (T,P,CD) C Gordon 9-10-6 T Cannon

4-6 Lysino, 8-1 Mont Royale, Osgood, 12-1 Border Station, 14-1 others .

7.10 Novices' Handicap Chase
(£2,144: 2m 6f) (7)

1 11003 NETHER STREAM 23 (P,C) D Dennis 10-11-12 A Coleman
2 1-003 FINISH THE STORY 20 (T,B) J Farrelly 8-11-6 B Powell
3 26-45 JOHNNYS LEGACY 29 (P) C Dore 7-11-0 P Carberry (3)
4 P50P/ CRUZ ON TED 534 G L Moore 7-10-11 J E Moore
5 3-400 CHURCH BRAY 46 N Twiston-Davies 6-10-9S Twiston-Davies
6 3650- ALRIGHT BENNY 225 P Henderson 11-10-4 R Johnson
7 U2-P0 AALY 65 (H) Lydia Richards 7-10-0 M Goldstein

11-4 Nether Stream, 7-2 Johnnys Legacy, Finish The Story, 11-2 others.

7.40 Handicap Hurdle
(£1,949: 2m 4f) (10)

1 436-6 REGGIE PERRIN 19F (T,V) P Phelan 6-11-12
Paddy Bradley (10)

2 00-40 INDIEFRONT 32 (T,P) Jo Davis 5-11-10 R Johnson
3 33P-5 WALTER DE LA MARE 22 (T) Anabel Murphy 7-11-6

A P McCoy
4 5-646 STAY IN MY HEART 43 (B) Mrs L Mongan 5-11-2

N Scholfield
5 000-0 BULLETPROOF 59 (P) K Cunningham-Brown 8-11-2

P Brennan
6 0P553 SOLITAIRY GIRL 26 Nick Mitchell 5-11-0 I Popham
7 P400- TANG ROYAL 247 (B) R Rowe 7-10-11 L Aspell
8 4433- JEWELLERY 115P (T,CD) V Dartnall 7-10-7 D F O'Regan
9 33612 OWNER OCCUPIER 22 (P,D) C Gordon 9-10-3 T Cannon
10 F6000 MOVEMENTNEVERLIES 20 (B) R Phillips 4-10-3

A Wedge

100-30 Walter De La Mare, 7-2 Jewellery, 9-2 Owner Occupier,
7-1 Bulletproof, 8-1 Stay In My Heart, 9-1 Reggie Perrin, 14-1 Indiefront,
Solitairy Girl, Tang Royal, 25-1 Movementneverlies.

8.10 National Hunt Flat Race
(£1,559: 1m 6f) (14)

1 0-21 BUMBLE BAY 29 R Stephens 4-11-8 Tom O'Brien
2 2 HEAR THE CHIMES 29 Shaun Harris 5-11-2 B Poste (5)
3 45 SAVER 58 (T,BF) N Twiston-Davies 5-11-2

S Twiston-Davies
4 UP FOUR IT Jamie Poulton 6-11-2 J McGrath (3)
5 2 UPTENDOWNONE 44 G L Moore 5-11-2 J E Moore
6 2-2 ARCTIC CHIEF 36 R Phillips 4-11-1 D Hiskett (7)
7 CRASHING THEW LIFE Sheena West 4-11-1

M Goldstein
8 404 GIN AND TONIC 44 M Wigham 4-11-1 J Quinlan
9 LEITH HILL Mrs L Mongan 4-11-1 T Cannon
10 FP-0 SLANESTOWN 58 (T) Paul Henderson 4-11-1 N Scholfield
11 ASCOTS MASCOT I Williams 6-10-9 R McCarth (5)
12 P/PF CLOVERS REVENGE 61P Nick Mitchell 6-10-9

Mr C Gethings (7)
13 INCH WING Jim Best 6-10-9 B Powell
14 0 MADE OF DIAMONDS 44 (BF) P Bowen 5-10-9

D Devereux

100-30 Saver, 4-1 Arctic Chief, 6-1 Uptendownone, 13-2 Hear The Chimes,
15-2 Bumble Bay, 11-1 Gin And Tonic, Made Of Diamonds, 16-1 others.

Beverley
Going: good to soft

2.00 (7f100yd)1,MySonMax (DTudhope, 4-1);
2, Brooke's Bounty (5-1); 3, Al Muheer (11-4).
Zaitsev (5th) 13-8 fav. 6 ran. Kl, Kl. M Blake.
2.30 (7f 100yd) 1, Space Age (P Makin, 13-8
fav); 2, Pamushana (7-4); 3, Fast Charlie (18-1).
8 ran. 4l, Kl. C Appleby.
3.00 (5f) 1,Star Cracker (PMulrennan, 2-1 fav);
2, Jebediah Shine (16-1); 3, Rock Follies (7-2).
12 ran. NR: Baron Spikey, Myboydaniel. Kl, Ol.
M Dods.
3.35 (5f) 1, Noodles Blue Boy (R Winston, 5-2
fav); 2, Ambitious Icarus (7-1); 3, Manatee Bay
(14-1). 9 ran. NR: Mey Blossom. 4l, 1l. Ollie
Pears.
4.05 (1m 2f) 1, Sophisticated Heir (D Tudhope,
3-1 jt-fav); 2, Woodacre (3-1 jt-fav); 3, Sir
Charlie Kunz (4-1). 8 ran. Sh hd,Kl. D O'Meara.
4.40 (1m 1f 207yd) 1, Where's Tiger (P
McDonald, 7-4 fav); 2, Duke Of Yorkshire (7-2);
3, Power Up (4-1). 6 ran. NR: Mixed Message,
World Record. 4Kl, 1Nl. Jedd O'Keeffe.

5.10 (1m 4f 16yd) 1, Got To Dream (F Norton,
7-4 fav); 2, Saint Thomas (9-2); 3, Choisan
(3-1). 4 ran. NR: Chant, Miss Tree. 9l, hd. M
Johnston.
Placepot: £14.90. Quadpot: £4.00.

Salisbury
Going: good to firm (good in places)

2.20 (6f) 1, Twilight Son (D Sweeney, 5-1); 2,
Desert Force (2-1 fav); 3, Tansfeeq (20-1). 9
ran. NR: Code Red, ShawTing.Kl, 1Kl. H Candy.
2.50 (1m) 1, Grigolo (S De Sousa, 9-2); 2, When
Will It End (11-2); 3, Groor (5-1). Darshini (5th)
10-11 fav. 6 ran. 1Kl, Ol. M Johnston.
3.25 (1m) 1, BetweenWickets (M Dwyer, 8-1);
2, Potentate (3-1); 3, Grevillea (16-1). Tercel
11-4 fav. 9 ran. NR: Jailawi. 1Nl, 3l.
M Tregoning.
3.55 (1m 1f 198yd) 1, Lady Pimpernel (Dane
O’Neill, 20-1); 2, Gifted Girl (12-1); 3, My Spirit
(5-1). Kleo 7-2 fav. 10 ran. NR: Albasharah,
Lustrous, Princess Loulou, Ribbons. 2Nl, 1Ol.
H Candy.

4.30 (1m1f198yd)1,PetticoatLane (RLMoore,
13-8 fav); 2, Canova (3-1); 3, Template (10-1).
11 ran. NR: Sealed With A Kiss. 1N, Ol. L M
Cumani.
5.00 (6f 212yd) 1, Cincuenta Pasos (Jenny
Powell, 11-4 fav); 2, Cadmium (33-1); 3, Go For
Broke (4-1). 7 ran.NR:Delightful Sleep. 1Kl, nk.
J Tuite.
Jackpot: not won (pool of £16,180.72 carried
forward to Beverley today).
Placepot: £658.10. Quadpot: £46.30.

Newton Abbot
Going: good to firm (good in places)

2.10 (2m 1f hdle) 1, Full Day (Danny Cook, 9-4);
2,VosneRomanee(7-4 fav);3,BountifulSin (33-
1). 13 ran. NR: Announcement. 1Kl, 8l. B Ellison.
2.40 (2m 110yd ch) 1, Bullet Street (Paul
Moloney, 3-1); 2, Easily Pleased (5-2 fav); 3,
Engai (12-1). 6 ran. 4l, 19l. Evan Williams.
3.15 (2m 1f hdle) 1,Manjakani (A P McCoy, 10-
11 fav); 2, Conducting (11-2); 3, Stephen Hero
(11-4). 12 ran. 2Kl, 7l. J Ferguson.

3.45 (3m 2f 110yd ch) 1, Lamb Or Cod (R
Johnson, 30-100 fav); 2, Abbeygrey (20-1). 3
ran but only 2 finished. 68l. P Hobbs.
4.20 (2m 6f hdle) 1, Speed Check (Conor
Shoemark, 2-1 fav); 2,MacLeCouteau(16-1); 3,
Heston (12-1). 9 ran. 1Kl, 10l. D Cantillon.
4.50 (2m 5f 110yd ch) 1, Rusty Nail (Hadden
Frost, 15-8 fav); 2, Accessallareas (9-1); 3,
Lodgician (10-1). 7 ran. 2Ol, Kl. J D Frost.
5.20 (2m 3f hdle) 1,Dazinski (Jack Sherwood, 7-
2); 2,BathwickMan(14-1); 3,GoodofLuck (3-1).
Bajan Blu 2-1 fav. 9 ran. Hd, 14l. Henry Oliver.
Placepot: £9.30. Quadpot: £3.80.

Kempton Park
Going: standard

6.20 (1m 3f) 1, Grand Meister (Louis Steward,
5-2); 2, Zanouska (5-1); 3, Arantes (7-2).
Roskilly (6th) 9-4 fav. 6 ran. 3l, 1N. M LW Bell.
6.50 (7f) 1, Darnathean (Luke Morris, 7-1); 2,
Sakhee’s Rose (7-1); 3, Keene’s Pointe (14-1).
Celestial Ray 11-4 fav. 12 ran. NR: Avertor,
Chellalla. Nk, nk. P W D’Arcy.

7.20 (1m) 1, Windy Citi (G Baker, 1-2 fav); 2,
Cape Summit (7-1); 3, DreamRuler (5-1). 8 ran.
Ol, Ol. C F Wall.
7.50 (7f) 1, Sandy Cay (James Doyle, 5-4 fav);
2, Impressive Victory (4-1); 3, Althania (16-1).
11 ran. NR: Chester Bound, Fleetwood Poppy,
Superlative. 1l, 2Ol. Sir Michael Stoute.
8.20 (7f) 1, Speedy Move (M Harley, 4-1);
2,Muradif (5-4 fav); 3,WesternPlayboy (10-1).
7 ran. NR: The Paco Kid. Hd, Kl. I Mohammed.
8.50 (6f) 1, Tahchee (F Tylicki, 4-5 fav); 2, Hipz
(5-1); 3, InisAirc (4-1). 7 ran.NR:DandysPerier,
Dylan’s Centenary, Jersey Brown, Shaft of
Light. Ol, 2N. J R Fanshawe.
9.20 (7f) 1, Galatian (G Baker, 10-1); 2, Good
Authority (5-1); 3, New Leyf (25-1). Secret
Success 11-4 fav. 13 ran. NR: Aqua Ardens. ns,
1l. B R Millman.
Placepot: £20.10. Quadpot: £1.70.

Yarmouth
Going: good
5.05 (7f 3yd) 1, Johnny Barnes (W Buick, 7-4
jt-fav); 2, Bartholomew Fair (7-4 jt-fav);

3, Digital Rebellion (10-1). 6 ran. 1Kl, 1Ol. JHM
Gosden.
5.40 (5f 43yd) 1,Lunarian (CharlesBishop, 3-1);
2, Arch Walker (20-1); 3, Captain Scooby (5-2
fav). 8 ran. NR: Little Briar Rose. 1l, 1N.
M R Channon.
6.10 (2m) 1, Rosslyn Castle (Danny Brock, 13-8
fav); 2, The Ducking Stool (11-4); 3, Ninfea
(9-2). 5 ran. 1l, 5l. P J McBride.
6.40 (1m 3f 101yd) 1, Authorized Too (Andrea
Atzeni, Evens fav); 2, Needless Shouting (9-4);
3, Topaling (7-1). 4 ran.NR:AuroraBorealis, Big
Kenny. 3Ol, 21l. W J Haggas.
7.10 (1m 1f) 1, Ski Lift (W Buick, 11-4 fav);
2, Blighty (9-2); 3, Vainglory (11-2). 7 ran. NR:
Mishrif. 2Ol, nk. J H M Gosden.
7.40 (7f 3yd) 1,StrikeALight (CCatlin, 2-1 fav);
2, Pretty Bubbles (10-1); 3, Punk (10-1). 9 ran.
1l, ns. Rae Guest.
8.10 (7f 3yd) 1, Venus Marina (Ashley Morgan,
3-1); 2, Risk ‘n’ Reward (5-1); 3, Templar Boy
(20-1). Spinning Cobblers 11-4 fav. 13 ran.
NR: Previous Acclaim. 1Ol, 8l. C F Wall.

Placepot: £10.90. Quadpot: £7.00.

Yesterday’s racing results

Cockbain puts Gloucestershire
through to the quarter-finals

Neither of these counties have
appeared in a Lord’s final for ten years,
which was when Gloucestershire won
theirmost recent trophy, but in chasing
down a revised target of 214 in 41 overs,
the visiting side qualified for the
quarter-finals of the Royal London
Cup.Worcestershiremay still join them
if they beat Leicestershire today, but
other results will have to go their way.
Victory looked far from assured

whenGloucestershiremade an inglori-
ous start, slipping to ten for three in the
third over, but Ian Cockbain played the
one-day innings of his career. His
unbeaten 98 from 114 balls with 13 fours
was his best in limited-overs cricket,
and includedsomeclassyoff-sideblows
from the 27-year-old six-footer.
Three successive half-century part-

nerships between Cockbain and
Gareth Roderick and the Gidman
brothers saw Gloucestershire home
with 17 balls to spare. Will Gidman’s 44
from 40 balls was an important contri-
butionbeforeAlex, his older siblingand
the only survivor on either side from
the2004 final,maintained themomen-

tum with a similarly quick rate of scor-
ing. The younger Gidman’s influence
on the match was profound. Not only
had he been his side’s most economical
bowler but also the chief instigator of
Worcestershire’s slide from 171 for three
in the 40th over to 229 all out in the
49th. He took four wickets at the death,
including the dangerous Ross White-
ley, who holed out to deep mid-wicket,
and Gareth Andrew who, unusually,
pulled straight to fine leg.
If these were soft dismissals, the

wicket that really underminedWorces-
tershire’s hitherto realistic chances of a

big total was that of Tom Fell. The 20-
year-old had overcome a scratchy start
to compile a one-day best 89 from 112
balls but showed his inexperience by
lofting Jack Taylor’s off spin straight to
long-off in the 41st over when he
needed to bat through.
Fell and Alex Kervezee had repaired

the early loss of the Worcestershire
openers with an accomplished third-
wicket stand of 159 in 31 overs. The
impish Dutchman cracked his highest
one-day score since June last year, 80
off 87 balls, top-edging a six off the
6ft 4in Craig Miles. The 20-year-old
pace bowler responded by dismissing
Kervezee in the same over.
Mitchell McClenaghan, who con-

jured up two catches for the wicket-
keeper in his opening over, and Jack
Shantry bowled well to claim five wick-
ets for 78 in their combined 17overs.But
Worcestershire’s support bowling was
too inconsistent, and the lack of a
spinner in the side left the attack with
no variation.
WhenMattMason,Worcestershire’s

assistant coach, bemoaned that there
had been some “very poor decisions by
our batsmen”, hewouldhave included a
needless run-out when Tom Kohler-
Cadmoregambledonanunlikely single
to mid-on.
“Our shot selection in the closing

overs was questionable at best, and the
bowlers were left with toomuch to do,”
Mason said.

Worcester (Gloucestershire won toss):
Gloucestershire (2pts) beat Worcestershire by five
wickets (D/L method)

Royal London Cup
Geoffrey Dean

Worcestershire v
Gloucestershire

Cockbain hit a career-best 98 not out
to keep his team on course for Lord’s

Tredwell torments Sussex

JamesTredwell resumeshis LV=Coun-
tyChampionship loanspellwithSussex
tomorrow, at Scarborough, having
taken a match-winning four for 27
against the Sharks at Canterbury last
night to all but assure Kent Spitfires of
a home Royal London One-Day Cup
quarter-final payday.
Kent, unbeaten, are four points clear

at the top of group B after beating Suss-
ex by 59 runs, on Duckworth-Lewis
calculations. Tredwell bowled his off
breaks with great skill and was the
stand-out performer for Kent in two
spells after initially being introduced
with Sussex 83 for two in 14 overs.
Sussex were dismissed for 183 after

two short rain interruptions left them
needing 243 from 35 overs in reply to a
Kent 50-over total of 299 built upon
DanielBell-Drummond’s83andquick-
fire contributions from both Fabian
Cowdrey and Sam Billings, whose 51
not out from 39 balls takes his competi-
tion run-tally to 337 in four innings.
Billings is one of a clutch of young

and talented wicketkeeper-batsmen in
the county game lining up behind Jos
Buttler, who is now bedding himself
down nicely as England’s Test glove-
man as well as being the undisputed
No1 in limited-overs internationals.
Another is Adam Wheater, a year

older than Billings at 24, although he
will still bemadwithhimself thismorn-
ing for getting out on 135, to the last ball
of the 40th over, when his brilliant 97-
ball innings—and 198-runpartnership
for the third wicket with James Vince,
who made 79 — looked sure to be
sweepingHampshire tovictoryagainst
Essex Eagles at Chelmsford.
Essexhadmade324,withhalf-centu-

ries for Jesse Ryder, Tom Westley and
RaviBopara, butat270 for threeHamp-
shire were cruising.Wheate, having hit
Ryan tenDoeschate for a fourth six and
twelfth four, skied another attempted
bighit tomid-off andHampshire crum-
pled to an eventual five-run defeat.
Elsewhere in group A, Yorkshire

Vikings alsomade certain of a quarter-
final place by crushingDerbyshire Fal-
consby tenwicketsatScarborough.Put
in, Derbyshire slid to 151 all out in 41
overs, beforeAdamLythandAlexLees,
the Yorkshire openers, continued their
prolific seasonwith a fifth centurypart-
nership of the summer in all formats.

Mark Baldwin

How they stand

Group A
P W L T NR Pts NRR

Yorkshire 7 5 2 0 0 10 0.82
Essex 7 4 1 0 2 10 0.42
Gloucestershire 7 4 1 0 2 10 0.23
*Derbyshire 7 3 2 0 2 6 0.19
Worcestershire 7 2 3 0 2 6 0.27
Leicestershire 6 2 3 0 1 5 0.04
Hampshire 7 1 4 0 2 4 0.15
Northamptonshire 6 1 3 0 2 4 0.46
Lancashire 6 1 4 0 1 3 0.73
*deducted 2pts for poor pitch

Group B
P W L T NR Pts NRR

Kent 7 4 0 1 2 11 0.45
Warwickshire 6 3 2 0 1 7 0.41
Durham 7 3 3 0 1 7 0.20
Somerset 7 3 3 1 0 7 0.11
Nottinghamshire 6 2 1 1 2 7 0.08
Glamorgan 6 3 3 0 0 6 0.26
Sussex 7 3 4 0 0 6 0.56
Middlesex 6 2 3 0 1 5 0.16
Surrey 6 0 4 1 1 2 0.85

Thunderer’s midday update
thetimes.co.uk/sportsbook
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Murray beats heat in
Cincinnati to progress
Tennis Andy Murray reached the
last 16 of the Western & Southern
Open after coping well with
humid conditions in Cincinnati to
beat João Sousa. The world No9,
whose Wimbledon title defence
ended at the quarter-final stage,
made light work of his Portuguese
opponent, winning 6-3, 6-3 in little
over an hour. He will next play
John Isner, last year’s runner-up
from the United States.
“I got the win and that’s the

most important thing,”Murray,
below, said. “It’s very different
conditions here this week and a lot
of the guys are struggling to
control the ball, so I was happy to
come through. He [Sousa] is a
tough player. He makes a lot of
balls and fights hard, so it’s a good
start.” The Scot wrapped up the
first set inside 40 minutes and was
in cruise control, despite the heat
and 63 per cent humidity, as he
breezed to victory.
James Ward’s hopes of joining

Murray in the last 16 ended when
the English qualifier, who shocked
Guillermo García-López in the
first round, fell to Julien
Benneteau, of France, 6-2, 6-2.

Fogg denies Germans
to snatch gold in Berlin
SwimmingDaniel Fogg opened
Britain’s gold medal account on
the first day of the European
Championships in Berlin, dashing
the hopes of the hosts with a
dominant win over 5km. Fogg, 26,
recorded 53min 41.4sec for victory
on the Regattastrecke Grünau
open-water course in a time-trial.
For Germany, Rob Muffels and
Thomas Lurz, the most decorated
open-water swimmer in history,
took silver and bronze. Pool racing
gets under way on Monday for
seven days.

Montsho faces ban as
B sample tests positive
Drugs in sport The B sample
provided by Amantle Montsho in
Glasgow last month also tested
positive for a banned stimulant,
according to the Commonwealth
Games Federation. The Botswana
athlete’s samples showed traces of
methylhexaneamine after she lost
her title by finishing fourth in the
400 metres final. The former
world champion has until next
Thursday to respond, then the
case will be passed to the IAAF,
track and field’s governing body.

Niranjana ruins start of England’s new era
While England were left to rue

posting their lowest total against India,
the visiting team celebrated setting a
women’s Test world record of seven
leg-befores in an innings.
The ECBrequested a livelier pitch at

the ground after the one used for the
Ashes Test last summer made runs
hard to come by and extremely hard
work for bowlers.
Time will tell if the match fails to last

the four-day distance, but there is no
doubt that the pace bowlers have
enjoyed huge success with so many
batsmen planting their front foot down
the pitch only to be undone by gentle
swing.
The wrecker-in-chief for India was

Nagarajan Niranjana, the touring
team’s rangy 25-year-old opening

bowler, who ripped through the top or-
der to leave England reeling at 49 for
five at lunch.
In an unchanged spell from the

Dibley End, she picked up the prize
wickets of Heather Knight, England’s
heroine at this venue last year, and
Charlotte Edwards, England’s prolific
captain, before finishing with four for
19. Not bad for a Test debut.
India’s openers reached 40 without

loss before Gunn made the break-
through in tandem with Sarah Taylor,
the wicketkeeper, who was standing up
to the stumps.
After India plummeted to 64 for six,

they were indebted to a tenacious
unbroken seventh-wicket stand
between their opening bowlers to see
them through to the close.

Wormsley (first day of four; India won toss): India,
with four first-innings wickets in hand, are five runs
behind England

Cathy Harris

England v India

England: First innings
HC Knight lbw b Niranjana 1
L Winfield c Jain b Niranjana 8
TT Beaumont lbw b Pandey 12
*CM Edwards lbw b Niranjana 4
†SJ Taylor lbw b Goswami 30
LS Greenway lbw b Niranjana 8
NR Sciver b Sharma 10
JL Gunn not out 7
A Shrubsole lbw b Sharma 0
SB Odedra lbw b Bisht 1
KL Cross run out 4
Extras (w 4) 7
Total (41.2 overs) 92
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-20, 3-28, 4-30, 5-49, 6-78, 7-79,
8-79, 9-88, 10-92.
Bowling: Goswami 11-3-20-1; Niranjana 14.2-6-19-4;
Pandey 5-0-25-1; Bisht 6-3-11-1; Sharma 5-3-12-2.
India: First innings
MDT Kamini c Taylor b Gunn 17
S Mandhana c Taylor b Gunn 22
PG Raut b Cross 0
*M Raj lbw b Gunn 4
H Kaur lbw b Gunn 9
†KV Jain lbw b Shrubsole 0
J Goswami not out 13
N Niranjana not out 13
Extras (lb 1, w 5) 9
Total (6 wkts, 47 overs) 87
S Pandey, S Sharma, E Bisht to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-40, 2-44, 3-48, 4-49, 5-50, 6-64.
Bowling: Shrubsole 10-5-17-1; Cross 10-4-24-1;
Odedra 12-2-24-0; Gunn 12-6-13-4; Sciver 3-0-4-0.
Umpires: DJ Millns and BV Taylor.

Sore knee may put Broad out of picture

StuartBroadmissedpractice yesterday,
butwillwear a splint rather thanamask
over his broken nose if he features in
the fifth and final Test against India at
the Kia Oval starting tomorrow.
However, Broad’s chronically sore

right knee is a potential concern on top
of the facial injury he suffered at
Emirates Old Trafford five days ago.
Broad has become a target for mild

mickey-taking among team-mates,
having posted photographs on Twitter
of his injurednose after taking the blow
from Varun Aaron. “He is milking it,
definitely, as you will probably have
seenon all the social network sites,” Joe
Root said.
India are expected to declare Ishant

Sharma fit to return, but Root thinks
that the touring team helped to spur
England’s recovery from 1-0 down in
the series with their attempt to have

James Anderson banned for what the
ECB described as a “minor incident”
with Ravindra Jadeja during the first
Test at Trent Bridge.
Asked whether the spat had brought

a young, emerging side closer together,
Root said: “Maybe, slightly. The good
thing was that we did not let it affect us
and maybe it is a case where we did
become slightly tighter. It gave us
another incentive to want to throw a
punch back at them. Pardon the pun.”

the most wickets in a home series
versus India. As things stand, only the
West Indian pair of Alf Valentine (28)
and Lance Gibbs (24), plus Illingworth
(20), have takenmore in a series against
India outside Asia.
Improvement began after a chatwith

IanBell during practice at Lord’s before
what proved, for the team, to be a
calamitous second Test. Bell told him

to bowl quicker and straighter in the
style of Graeme Swann. Ali then
asked Kumar Dharmasena, the match
umpire and a former Sri Lanka off
spinner, how to put that into practice.
“He was watching the nets and he

told me to grab my pocket as
quickly as I couldwithmynon-bowling
arm in the follow-through,” Ali said.
“As soon as I bowled one ball I knew it

would work. For some reason, it allows
me to bowl quicker and straighter
without being flat.
“Before that, I was bowling to get it

above the eyeline, as people say you
should, but I was getting hammered by
Sri Lanka and then India because they
use their feet sowell. Even slightly good
balls disappeared. Since Lord’s, it has
been all right. I feel I have taken a big
step to being a decent Test spinner and
I feel my team-mates can trust me.”
He has also taken the doosra out of

his armoury, having become the first
England bowler to employ the ball
mastered by very few. “The way I am
bowling at themoment, attacking both
sides of the bat [with drift and spin]
means I do not really need it,” he said.
“It still needs a lot of work.”
6 Investec, the specialist bank and asset
manager, is the title sponsor of Test
cricket in England. Visit investec.co.uk/
cricket or follow us @InvestecCricket

Richard Hobson

Ali proud to inspire a generation
Summer’s star turn driving young Asians to play for England

Cricket
Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent

Spinning a yarn: Ali has been a revelation and needs only two wickets from the
final Test to overtake Illingworth’s record haul against India in a home series

Impressive figures

6
Test appearances

108
Highest score (unbeaten), against
Sri Lanka at Headingley in June

22
Test wickets

38.7
Strike-rate against India

3
Number of times he has dismissed
Ravindra Jadeja in present series
Words by Richard Hobson

PA: EMPICSSPORT

Meadow joins field for
LPGA Championship
Golf Stephanie Meadow, who was
third at the US Open at Pinehurst
in June in her first professional
event, has accepted a sponsor’s
exemption for the Wegmans
LPGA Championship starting at
Monroe Golf Club in Pittsford,
New York today. The 22-year-old
from Jordanstown, Northern
Ireland, has joined Rory McIlroy
in opting to represent Ireland
rather than Great Britain at the
2016 Olympic Games.

Lifehas changed forMoeenAli sincehe
began to master Test cricket, and to
listen to the all-rounder yesterday,
it has been for the better. From tales
of inspired Asian youngsters switching
allegiance to England, to the free food
offered by proud local shopkeepers, Ali
is enjoying the varied fruits of success.
He is the surprise package of the

Investec series against India, with 19
wickets at an average of 22.94 before
the fifth and final Test at the Kia Oval
tomorrow. That success, coupled with
the pro-Palestinianwristbands hewore
at theAgeasBowl during the thirdTest,
hasmade him one of the biggest stories
of the summer.
“The kind of barrier I want to try to

break down is where people think it
[cricket] is tough and will treat you
badly if youareapractisingMuslim,”he
said. “The publicity is good because
I get a lot of kids, especially Asian
kids, asking what it is like playing for
England.
“Speaking to a lot of them, they are

really interested and want to play for
England. Previously, a lot of them
wanted to play for India and Pakistan,
but now I get a lot more Asians coming
up to me saying they are supporting
England. That makes me happier
than anything.”
He detects a shift in second and

third-generation allegiance around his
native Birmingham. “I was born and
raised here; I am more English than
people sometimes think,” he said. “I
have questioned why [similar] people
support other countries, but I think it is
changing.”
Ali was shocked at the publicity

surrounding his pro-Palestinian
wristbands, which he removed on ICC
advice after one day in Southampton.
“I totally forgot I had them on,” he said.
“It did not botherme one bit, themedia
or what people said, I just tried to get
on and do the best I could.”
Admitting that he “has to be a lot

more careful”, he has been advised to
steer clear of controversy, although he
was grateful to the board for its support
at the Ageas Bowl. “I was not trying to
be political, just humanitarian,” he said.
“I got a lot of positive reaction. I have
a lot of opinions on a lot of stuff, but
this is not the time and place to go into
them.”
Asked whether sportsmen should

have their eye on world affairs, he said:
“Each to their own, but I do care about
other things away from cricket.”
Ali needs two wickets to overtake

Ray Illingworth’s England record for

England’s much vaunted new profes-
sional era, with players on central
contracts and lucrative sponsorship
deals, did not get off to the best of starts
as India returned to theTest arenaafter
an absence of eight years and routed
their opponents.
However, on a day of high dramaand

a glut of wickets, Jenny Gunn led a
superb recovery with a controlled spell
of swing bowling, returning her best
Test figuresof four for 13 toputEngland
right back in the match.



the times | Thursday August 14 2014 FGM 57

Comment Sport

Mystery of spin is for good of the game
Mike Atherton Chief Cricket Correspondent

B
efore the one-day
international between
England and Sri Lanka at
Edgbaston in June, I stood
in the middle watching

Sachithra Senanayake bowl in
practice. It was fascinating, like
nothing I’d seen before, really: a
combination of off spinners, leg
spinners, top spinners, carrom balls,
doosras and flickers — all bowled
with an arm that straightened on
delivery. I would have loved to have
faced him in a match.
He was scowling a bit, and there

was some anger given that he had just
been reported for bowling with a
suspect action, an anger that probably
encouraged him later that day to
“Mankad” Jos Buttler, well within his
rights to do so though he was. After
that, he was sent to Cardiff for testing,
which he failed, and he was
subsequently banned from cricket.
The umpires who reported him, Ian
Gould and Marais Erasmus, were
clearly correct in their judgment.
Since then, Senanayake has been

sent to Perth, to the University of
Western Australia, for remedial work
with an expert in biomechanics. I
hope he manages to recalibrate his
action in the six-month window that
he is allowed and that he returns to
play against England in the one-day
series that starts in November and at
the World Cup next winter. He is
good for the game.
Gould was also the umpire who

recently reported the leading spinner
of the day, Saeed Ajmal, in Galle, after
Pakistan’s Test match against Sri
Lanka. It has been reported that the
ICC is keen to crack down on
suspected illegal actions, that, to
quote Geoff Allardice, the ICC’s
general manager: “Some bowlers
operating with suspect actions should
be scrutinised more closely.” That
attitude has been borne out by the
facts: Ajmal is now the fifth bowler,
after Senanayake, Kane Williamson,
Marlon Samuels and Shane
Shillingford, to be reported within the
past year.
The ICC is helped in its crusade, if

indeed that is what it is, by the
preponderance of umpires from
outside the sub-continent on the elite
panel. There is undoubtedly a cultural
difference at work here: the
perception of what is acceptable in a
bowling action is different in
countries that have not produced
so-called “mystery” spinners. Of the
12 umpires on the elite panel, four are
from Australia, where the doosra is
not encouraged, four are from
England, where it is not generally
bowled, and there is one each from
New Zealand and South Africa. Only
two, Kumar Dharmasena and Aleem
Dar, are from the sub-continent.
Is there a contradiction in saying

that bowler would be more than
justified in taking the authorities to
court once it could be shown that
nearly all bowlers break the Law
when they bowl. The unintended
consequence was the aforementioned
proliferation of “mystery” finger

spinners, mainly from the sub-
continent.
The balance between bat and ball

in cricket is like a fragile ecosystem.
You tinker with it at your peril, but
because of the nature of the game,
things happen to keep it more or less

in balance. Batsmen have prospered
through the covering of pitches,
protective equipment, better bats,
smaller boundaries and innovative
shots. For a while it looked as though
things were tilting too far, but DRS
and the allowances on straightening
the arm have recalibrated it.
But this is where the present

activism of Gould and his fellow
umpires is important. No one, I think,
would like to see it get out of control.
No one would wish to see cricket
become a version of baseball, where
bowlers are simply allowed to run up
and blatantly chuck the ball. The
fragile ecosystem would then face
obliteration.
The message has been sent recently

that there are limits, that the umpires
are vigilant and that the ICC will act
if it is felt to be getting out of control.
Soon enough, technology will allow
for testing to be done during match
conditions.
Those who argue against bowlers,

such as Ajmal, must do so on
statistical grounds, since all bowlers
have been shown to break Law 24.3.
How, it is argued, can you compare
bowlers from different generations
when some are allowed to straighten
their arms and some were not? But
statistical comparisons have always
been problematic: how can you
compare the figures of batsmen who
played on uncovered pitches and
those who did not wear helmets, with
present-day players? And besides,
statistics are irrelevant compared to
the development, beauty and mystery
of the game.
Muttiah Muralitharan showed that

it is possible to be a great bowler
within the limits — his doosra was
tested at 14 degrees tolerance. Ajmal
has been cleared before. He will have
the chance to be cleared again or, if
not, modify his action until it is
within the limits that are set. As will
Senanayake. The game moves on.
High left elbows, playing in the “V”

and sideways-on actions dominated
the scene for a long time. But that was
a monochrome cricket world in
comparison. These skills are far too
important and beautiful to lose —
provided things do not get out of
control.

Senanayake, above, and Ajmal, below, are both facing reviews of their bowling
actions, but ICC’smeasures risk upsetting the fine balance between bat and ball
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that Gould and his colleagues are
right to report suspect actions, and
saying that Ajmal and others who
clearly straighten their arms to the
point at which they become suspect,
are good for the game? Martin Crowe,
the former New Zealand captain who
is one of the sharpest thinkers on the
game, would say so, since, in his MCC
Spirit of Cricket Cowdrey Lecture
some years ago, he described
throwing as the game’s “Achilles’
heel”. I disagree.
Cricket is a great game when the

balance between bat and ball is
maintained, and the Laws are
adhered to. For many years, covered
pitches made of hard loams that did
not break up over the course of a
five-day game, and the
preponderance of batsmen using their
pads as a second line of defence,
meant that it was increasingly
difficult for traditional — orthodox —
spinners to make their mark. Twenty
years ago, there were half the number
of spinners in the top 20 of the world
rankings as there are now.
What has changed? Two things: the

advent of Hawk-Eye and the Decision
Review System (DRS) has encouraged
more umpires to give batsmen out on
the front foot, with the result that
they have to use their bats and not
their pads, so that spinners can more
easily threaten both edges of the bat.
Second, there has been a relaxation in
the allowances given to bowlers in
how much they are allowed to
straighten their arms, so that a
number of “mystery” spinners have
sprung up, able to bowl doosras,
carrom balls and flickers from a
front-on action with an arm that
moves from bent to straight, so

challenging batsmen in more ways
than traditional finger spinners were
able to achieve.
Aficionados will know the reasons

for this relaxation, and why the ICC
allows bowlers to flex their bowling
arm to a maximum of 15 degrees in
apparent contravention of Law 24.3.
This is because technological
advances found that virtually all
bowlers straightened their arm to
some degree, even those who looked
pure to the naked eye. During the
Champions Trophy in 2004, a
number of bowlers were analysed and
only one bowled with an absolutely
straight arm: Ramnaresh Sarwan.
Initially, the tolerances were set at

5degrees for spinners, 7.5degrees for
medium-pace bowlers and
10degrees for fast bowlers, until
this, too, was found to be
unworkable because they were too
low. In 2005, the tolerance was set
at 15degrees and there it has
remained since.
In some ways, it was an

arbitrary setting, although
based on the understanding
that any straightening of the
arm over 15 degrees becomes
visible to the naked eye,
at which point umpires
can report players for
further scrutiny and
testing.
No doubt the ICC’s

initial moves to override
Law 24.3 were inspired by
the fear of legal action. If it banned a
bowler because he obviously threw,
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United front
shows fans are
against return
of jailed Evans

Almost 60,000 people have signed an
online petition urging Sheffield United
not to re-sign Ched Evans, the Wales
striker convicted of the rape of a
19-year-old woman in 2012, when he is
released from prison.
Evanswas jailed for fiveyears inApril

2012 after being found guilty of raping
thewoman at a hotel during a night out
in Rhyl, north Wales. Clayton McDo-
nald, the defender now at Tranmere
Rovers, was cleared of the same charge.
Bothmen admitted having sexwith the
woman, butmaintained that itwas con-
sensual. Evans is appealing against the
conviction but is due to be released in
October after serving half of his term.
Kevin McCabe, the Sheffield United

chairman, has admitted that the club
have remained in touch with the
25-year-oldwhile he has been in prison
aspartof their “dutyof care”. Ithasbeen
reported that both McCabe and Nigel
Clough, the club’s manager, have
visited Evans in jail.
The suggestion that the south

Yorkshire sidemightbepreparing to re-
employEvansuponhis release, though,
has been met with fury, with tens of
thousands signing a petition addressed
to McCabe that describes the idea of
Evans returning to the club as a “deep
insult to thewomanwhowas raped and
allwomen like herwhohave suffered at
the hands of a rapist”.
It reads: “The message is that men

who commit such atrocious crimes will
suffer only a small penance whilst the
women they attack suffer for the rest of
their lives. Sheffield United Football
Club must not reinforce that message.”
Natasha Massey, Evans’s girlfriend,

insisted that the striker’s right to return
to work was a core part of the rehabili-
tation process, claiming that if he was
not a footballer— and therefore not in
the public eye — there would be no
such issue.
Katie Russell, director of communi-

cations at Rape Crisis England &
Wales, advised the club to “think very
carefully about the message that
they send when they immediately re-
employ someone who has been con-
victed of such a very serious crime”.

Rory Smith

Poyet targets
£2.5m Buckley
after Wickham
forces his hand

Gustavo Poyet is close to making his
seventh summer signing after
agreeing a £2.5million deal to sign
Will Buckley from Brighton & Hove
Albion, his former club.
The 24-year-old winger became

Brighton’s record transfer when he
moved for £1million from Watford,
who will receive 15 per cent of the
profit on the deal should he complete
the move to Sunderland.
Connor Wickham has told

Sunderland that he will not sign a
new deal and will leave as a free
agent next summer, putting pressure
on the club to sell him to West Ham
United. The east London club
have had a £4million offer rejected
and are unwilling to meet the
£8million valuation.
Poyet claimed that he was

confident of signing Fabio Borini “in
the next few days” after a fee of up to
£14million was agreed with Liverpool
for the striker. Poyet has hitherto
been unable to convince Borini to
make a permanent move after
his ten goals for the club on loan last
season.

6Aston Villa are the latest club to
make an approach to Arsenal to sign
Serge Gnabry on loan, joining the
likes of Crystal Palace, Sunderland
and Newcastle United interested in
the winger. Galatasaray have asked
Arsenal about signing Joel Campbell,
the striker, on loan but face
competition from AC Milan.

6Newcastle United have explored
the possibility of signing Abel

Hernández, the striker who scored 14
times for Palermo in Serie B last
season. The 24-year-old, whose
strength appears to be in the air,
played twice for Uruguay in the
World Cup finals without scoring.

6Crystal Palace expect to complete a
£1.5million deal for Martin Kelly from
Liverpool and Jack Cork could follow
from Southampton. Kelly, the
defender, was out for a year with a
knee injury and did not start a match
at Anfield last season. Cork, the
midfielder, is in the final year of his
deal, having joined from Chelsea in
2011.

6Besiktas have asked about Adel
Taarabt, the Queens Park Rangers
attacking player, who appears more
likely to return permanently to
AC Milan.

6Tottenham Hotspur have signed
DeAndre Yedlin for £2.4million but
the United States defender, who
appeared at the World Cup finals, will
stay at Seattle Sounders for at least
the remainder of the Major Soccer
League season. “I’m excited to have
the opportunity,” Yedlin said.

6Everton completed the signing of
Christian Atsu on loan from Chelsea
last night and have made Arouna
Koné, the striker who failed to score
in his first season at the club, available
for transfer.

6Bastia have agreed to sign João
Rodríguez on loan. The 18-year-old
forward became the first Colombian
player to join Chelsea a year ago.

6David Moberg Karlsson, the winger,
has moved from Sunderland to
Nordsjaelland for an undisclosed fee.

6Elche are in talks to buy José
Cañas, the Swansea City defensive
midfielder.

6West Bromwich Albion are
monitoring Alex Barrera, the
23-year-old Gijon midfielder.

6Leeds United have signed Billy
Sharp for £600,000 from
Southampton after he spent most of

the past two seasons on loan with
Nottingham Forest, Reading and
Doncaster Rovers.

6Wigan Athletic may move for Max
Gradel, the Saint Étienne striker.

6Feyenoord are close to signing
Colin Kazim-Richards, the former
Sheffield United striker, on loan from
Bursaspor.

WINDOW WATCH
Gary Jacob

Taking leave: Wickham has told his Sunderland employers that he does not want
to sign a new contract, meaning that he could move for nothing next summer

RICHARD SELLERS/ GETTY IMAGES
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Ronaldo believes clean sweep is viable

Cristiano Ronaldo is confident that
Real Madrid’s second-generation
galacticos — a team who cost
£500million to assemble — can
become the first side in a quarter of a
century to retain the European Cup.
AC Milan, in 1990, were the last

side todefend the trophy successfully,
with no team able to
achieve the feat since the
competition was rebrand-
ed as the Champions
League in 1992. Sides as
revered asMarcello Lip-
pi’s Juventus, Pep
Guardiola’s Barcelona
andReal’s original galac-
ticos all went close, but
Ronaldo is adamant
that his team-mates have
the firepower to go one
better. His logic is based

on Carlo Ancelotti’s team being the
best side in Europe last season and
having been strengthened by the
arrivals of James Rodríguez and Toni
Kroos, both of whom featured in
their 2-0 win against Seville in the
Uefa Super Cup in Cardiff on
Tuesday.
Ancelotti has described his squad

as “outstanding” and there is enough
quality around him to persuade
Ronaldo to predict that Real
can complete a clean sweep of
all five trophies available to

them this season. “Madrid
will be the first team to do
it,” he said, when asked if
he felt that the club
could retain the
Champions League. “I
believe that the players
we have bought, players

like Toni, James and [goal-
keeper Keylor] Navas will
give the teammore quality.
Wewill try to win all of the
trophies.Winning the first
one gives us confidence.”

Gareth Bale, the most expensive
member ofMadrid’s all-star cast, also
believes that Real have the strength
in depth to win every competition
they enter. “We hope we can win the
lot,” he said. “It is good to have
options [in the squad], because it
makes the competition more fierce,
then performances go up. We know
how good we are and how good we
can be.”
Bale was overshadowed a little by

Ronaldo on his homecoming to Car-
diff — the Portuguese scored twice
— but both players are convinced
that the Welshman will be an even
more devastating presence than in
his first season. “He looked strong
and fast,” Ronaldo said of Bale’s per-
formance. “He does not surprise me.
He shows his quality every week. I
understand him, he understands me.
I love playing with him.”
That, according to Bale, is just the

start. “I know everybody in the squad
now,” he said. “I feel really comfort-
able. The second season, you obvi-
ously feel a lot better.”

Rory Smith

believ
we

Stoke aim to make man of lost boy Bojan

T
he story of Bojan Krkic
hinges on a single night in
April 2010. It is easy to forget
that arguably the most
unlikely signing in Stoke

City’s history is still only 23. He has
packedplenty intohis fledgelingcareer.
He has been fought over by two coun-
tries, hailed as the heir to Lionel Messi
and has been written off, too,
his blazing early promise seeming to
splutter and fade. He is now on his fifth
club, and his fourth last chance.
Take away all the detail and map his

six-year career on a graph, though,
starting from the moment he became
the youngest player to represent
Barcelona in La Liga in 2007 to the
point at which he moved to the
Britannia Stadium this summer, and it
would look like a fairly straightforward
Bell Curve.
Thatnight inApril 2010was thepeak,

the instant that themomentumshifted,
when the inexorable rise stopped and
the apparently unstoppable descent
started.
Barcelona were facing InterMilan in

a Champions League semi-final,
second-leg encounter. They were 3-1
down from the first game, but aman up
from the first half. The European
champions, widely regarded as the
finest on the planet, needed one goal to
crush Italian resistance after Gerard
Piqué cut the deficit late in the second
half. Bojan should have scored it.
Everything he had done before that

point inhis careerhad comeoff.Hehad
even outscored Messi as he advanced
through the age groups at La Masia.
It was not yet three weeks after his 17th
birthday when he made his debut for
Barcelona’s senior side. He became the
youngest player to score in La Liga, the
first player born in the 1990s to play in
the Champions League. He made 48
appearances in his first season, scoring
12 times. Not bad for a kid.
He was not yet 18 when Spain and

Serbia both tried to secure his inter-
national loyalty; he picked the former.
Only illness prevented him becoming

the youngest player in Spain’s history.
Only what he described as “exhaus-
tion” ruled him out of Luis Aragonés’s
Euro 2008 squad. Frank Rijkaard,
who gave him his debut at Barcelona,
described him as a “treasure”. Pep
Guardiola, Rijkaard’s successor, would
heap praise on his “magic touch”.
WhenMessi pickedup theball on the

left wing that night in April 2010, Bojan
was the golden child, the heir to the
throne. He timed his run to perfection,
as he always did, and he met Messi’s
cross firmly. The header flashed wide.

That was it, the very crest of the curve,
the final second of his rise. It would not
be long before Bojan was Barcelona’s
lost boy.
It startedwithinminutes: he scored a

wonderful goal in injury time of that
game, but itwas ruledout for ahandball
against Yaya Touré. Barcelona went
out. Still, no harm done: Bojan’s form
was good enough to keep Zlatan
Ibrahimovic out of the team and,
when the Swede left the Nou Camp, he
requested his No9 shirt.
By that time, though, Guardiola had

signedDavid Villa, and Bojan’s chances
became increasingly restricted.Despite
his praise, Guardiola was not nearly so
invested in him as Rijkaard had been.
“Hewas not fair onme on several occa-
sions,” Bojan said later. After another
strained season, the decisionwasmade:
Messi’s successor would be sold.
It was the beginning of a peripatetic

odyssey through some of Europe’s
biggest names. He went to Roma, but
struggled tomake an impact in Serie A.
The samewas truewhenhewas sent on
loan toACMilan. In2013, acompulsory

buy-back clause meant his return to
Barcelona, but hewas told immediately
that he would be allowed to leave.
He went to Ajax. “He did not have a
relationship with the players there,”
MarkHughes, his latest manager, says.
The sadness of the story, of course,

is that it is almost impossible to
understand how it has turned out like
this, how by the age of 23 a player who
should have had his own kingdom has
been reduced to wandering around the
Continent, looking for a home.
Partly, it may be to do with the speed

of his rise. In that first season, there
were suggestionsof panic attacks, ashis
world changed rapidly around him.
Partly, though, it may be to do with his
education.
When he gave an interview before

returning to Catalonia with Ajax last
season, he started one answer with the
sentence: “What we want, as cules . . . [a
nickname for Barcelona]”. Bojan and
the Catalan club are inextricably
linked. He was brought up to play in
their way, and only in their way. Once
the path was closed to him there, it was
essentially closed to him anywhere. He
cannot shake off where he went to
school. He cannot move on.
He has to, now. Hughes, the

Britannia, the Potteries: these are his
last-chance saloons, the final stand of
the golden boy. If the newMessi cannot
do it on a rainy night in Stoke, it may be
over for him, for good.
Tomorrow Filipe Luís.

In the third part of the
series on the Premier
League’s newcomers,
Rory Smith profiles the
Messi of the Potteries

Factfile

Age 23
Position Striker, left wing
Cost £3million
Former clubs 2007-11 Barcelona
(163 appearances, 41 goals); 2011-12
Roma (37 appearances, 7 goals);
2012-13 AC Milan (27 appearances,
3 goals); 2013-14 Ajax (32
appearances, 5 goals)
International caps 1
Honours Champions League (2009,
2011), La Liga (2009, 2010, 2011),
Copa del Rey (2009), Eredivisie
(2014)
Plays a bit like Dubbed the new
Lionel Messi at Barcelona, Bojan is
more similar in style to David Villa,
but has failed to live up to that
comparison in recent years.
Words by Rory Smith

Fallen star: Bojan has gone from the youngest player to score in La Liga to having a nomadic career with modest success
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Haul for one: Bale
and Ronaldo believe
Real can dominate



60 FGM Thursday August 14 2014 | the times

Sport Football

Suárez ‘was no longer defensible’

R
ichard Scudamore heralded
the new Premier League
season yesterday with a
goodriddance toLuisSuárez
and a prediction that “Game

39” would happen some time in the
future.
Suárez’s departure from Liverpool to

Barcelona would appear to weaken the
domestic game, to the benefit of La
Liga, but the league’s chief executive
declined to fret over the exit of the
Uruguayan, who should hear today if
theCourt ofArbitration for Sport backs
the four-monthban imposedbyFifa for
biting during the World Cup.
“It’s a three strikes and you’re out

policy,” Scudamore said. Or three bites,
in Suárez’s case.
“Does ithurt losinghim?Idon’t think

it does. He is an undeniable world-class
talent. He deserved both his Footballer
of the Year awards last year. But there
comes a pointwhen you just can’t go on
defending the indefensible.
“The risk of something happening,

whether it be this season or next
season, is so high that you just say,
‘actually, thank you very much. It was
great to have youwhilewehad you. But
it’s not worth the risk’.
“Of course it [bitingGiorgioChiellini

in Brazil] reflected on Liverpool and it
reflected on the Premier League.”
Scudamore admitted that the top

stars tend to gravitate to Real Madrid
and Barcelona, but said that he took
more pride in having “eight of the
world’s top 20 clubs and 20 competitive
clubs”.
At both ends of the table, the book-

makers are predicting that this will be
one of the tightest seasons, with per-
haps four title challengers and six or
seven clubs chasing a Champions
League place. “We sat here at a similar
event last year and talked about the
uncertainty with the changing of the
guard at Manchester United and some
of the managerial merry-go-rounds,
but it feels just the same, if notmore so,”
Scudamore said.
This year’s Premier League launch

was held at a school in Willesden,
northwest London, where the organi-
sation announced an investment of
£10.5million to pay for club coaches to
help to deliver PE lessons in primary
schools, building on a pilot last season
involving 25 clubs and 66,000 lessons
in 1,279 schools.
It is a small part of the league’s

response to the accusation that it is not

doing enough to help to develop talent
for the England team.
Scudamore insists that there are no

plans to re-examine quotas and says
that the new EPPP (Elite Player Per-
formance Plan) club academies, and a
revamped under-21 league, is the best
long-term strategy, not Greg Dyke’s
idea forB-teams in theFootballLeague.
“We have to go on doing what we are

doing today, investing in schools,
investing in youth, investing in pitches
where young people can play,” he said.
“Something like93per centof all aca-

demy players are British and 86 per

cent of the 16 to 18-year-olds are quali-
fied to play for England. The idea that
you are going to improve the quality of
those players by restricting the amount
of foreign players doesn’t hold true.
They’ve got to be good.
“Without going over old ground, we

took some very talented young players
— and a mix of older players — to
Brazil, a good crop of players. Those
players ought to be able to compete on
a world stage. But we didn’t perform
well enough to win enough matches.”
The sight of packed houses in the

United States watching Barclays Pre-

mier League teams in pre-season has
raised fresh debate about Game 39, the
idea of an extra round of Premier
League matches to be played overseas,
which Scudamore first proposed in
2008. The idea was backed by clubs but
fiercely opposed by supporters.
“I thought it was a good idea eight

years ago, seven, six, and I still think it’s
a good idea now,” Scudamore said. “My
appetite for it hasn’t dimmed, but Idon’t
sense the environment has changed
hugely.
“It will happen at some point. Whe-

ther it is on my watch, who knows?”

Kompany is
bullish about
City’s future
after new deal

Vincent Kompany signed a new five-
year contract at Manchester City
yesterday with a declaration that no
English club are better placed to win
multiple honours.
TheCity captain, whowill earnmore

than£6millionayearover thecourseof
his new deal, believes that he can
double his haul ofmedals over the next
few seasons. Kompany has already led
City to two Barclays Premier League
titles, on top of the FA Cup and Capital
One Cup.
“For me, the main thing is not just so

much that I’ve signed, but I see David
Silva signing, SamirNasri, [Aleksandar]
Kolarov, not so long ago Yaya Touré
and it’s important because it’s a huge
sign of commitment,” the Belgium
central defender said. “All of those
players could have played for the top
three clubs in the world and they
decided to believe in City.
“I don’t see any club which has as

much ambition as us for the future. I
don’t see any club who can honestly
come and say every season they are
going to compete for as many trophies
as we are.
“We are looking to be one of the big

clubs in Europe. We’ll never have the
historyof someof thoseother clubs, but
what I can do is build a future for us,
which is just as bright if not brighter
than any other club. You won’t see me

retiring happy if, at the end of my
career, I say I’ve only won two titles.
“Maybe five years ago, that’s the best

I could have hoped for, but now we
want more.”
If Kompany sees out this new

contract, he will be 33 and will have
been at the Etihad Stadium for 11 years
by the time it expires in 2019.
By then, he also expects City to be

producing home-grown talent at the
vast new Etihad Campus, but warned
that some young English players will
have to seek experiences abroad if they
are to become equipped to compete in
the Premier League.
“If you think about England, what

needs to change is themindset,” he said.
“English players should accept at a
younger age [the need] to take
experience abroad or in leagues where
it is easier to play, where it is less
demanding either physically or when it
comes to results.
“This is the problem. If you ask a

young kid at 17, ‘go play in LeagueOne’
or ‘go and play in the first division in
Holland’, 90per centwillwant togoand
play in League One.
“But it’s a different type of football

than what is required for the Premier
League. It is a different stepping stone.
Open the borders in your head.”
Kompany also backed one of City’s

few Englishmen when he called Joe
Hart a “world-class goalkeeper, one of
the best I’ve ever seen”.
On Sunday, Hart watched the

Community Shield, which City lost 3-0
to Arsenal, from the substitutes’ bench,
and is waiting to learn if he or Willy
Caballero, the Argentinian signed last
month from Malaga, will start the
season in goal for City.

Matt Dickinson
Chief Sports Correspondent

Kompany is not
content with two
league title wins

Richard Scudamore is
happy to see back of
Uruguayan for the sake
of the Premier League,
Matt Dickinsonwrites

Women upset by claims league has culture of sexism

Richard Scudamore believes that the
Premier League is a “very invigorating”
workplace for women, and has insisted
that female staffhavebeendismayedby
portrayals of a culture of sexism.
The organisation’s chief executive

apologised in May after private emails
that included sexual innuendos were
leaked by a temporary secretary.
Speaking before the new season,
Scudamore admitted that it had been
an “extremely difficult” period but
defended the Premier League against
claims that it was a boys’ club.
“Nearly 50 per cent of our employees

are female,” he said. “Every single one
of them— and believe you me, people

were trying to goad one of them
to ‘dob’ on the culture of the
Premier League — will
say it’s a very invigorating place
to work.
“There are some very

aggrieved female employees
who have seen the
organisation charac-
terised in the way it
was.
“I can’t say

more than that.
They were pri-
vate emails and
there is a legal
process that
is going on,
but the ulti-

mate test is the 40 or so females that
work there.”

Scudamore said at the time of
the leaked emails that he would
speak to women around the
game, and he reiterated yesterday
that the Premier League had to

“double its efforts” to make
people aware of its
stance on women’s
football.

“We don’t see a

gender split at all,” he said.Having been
backed by the clubs at the time of the
controversy, Scudamore, 55, has no
plans to step down from the post he has
held since 1999.
“I apologised straightaway and

the clubs were assembled and they
gave their backing unanimously
to what I’ve done for how many
years and hopefully in the future,” he
said.
He insists thathe is back to full health

after undergoing ten hours of heart
surgery in June to replace two geneti-
cally defective valves.
The Premier League is facing a

busy year ahead, with tenders for the
next broadcast deal to go out in early
2015.

ry

Waved off:Scudamore insists the behaviour of Suárez, above, reflected poorly on the integrity of the Premier League
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Matt Dickinson

Scudamore says
he has returned
to duty at the
Premier League
in full health
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Hamstring injury delays Shaw’s progress

Luke Shaw’s efforts to establish himself
at Manchester United have been fur-
ther undermined by a hamstring strain
that is expected to keep him out of
action for up to a month.
A fortnight after his fitness was pub-

licly questioned by Louis van Gaal, the
England left back suffered an untimely
injury setback in training, denying him
the opportunity to stake an early claim
for a starting place for United and rul-
ing him out of England’s coming fix-
tures against Norway and Switzerland.
Hopeswerehigh thatShawwouldhit

the ground running at Old Trafford
after his £27million transfer from
Southampton in late June, but he must
now undergo a period of rehabilitation
before resuming his bid to convince
Van Gaal of his readiness to become a
first-team regular.
The United manager had endeav-

oured to ensure that Shaw would be in
peak physical condition for the start of
the Barclays Premier League season by
giving him an individually tailored
training programme, but he must now

plan without him for the opening
league games against Swansea
City, Sunderland and Burnley.
The development is also a

blow to Roy Hodgson, who
had been expected to
name Shaw in his next
squad after giving the
teenager a start in
England’s final
group game at the
World Cup against
Costa Rica. Hodg-
soncouldnow turn to
Jon Flanagan, the Liverpool
defender who impressed
when he trained with the
England squad before the
tournament in Brazil.
By the time Shaw has

regained fitness, the
strong likelihood is that
United will have added
another left-sided defender to
their squad, with Marcos Rojo
eager to push through a pro-
posed £16million transfer from
Sporting Lisbon. Rojo has sub-
mitted a transfer request and

also refused to train, prompting the
Portuguese club to discipline him
along with Islam Slimani, his team-
mate,whohasalsobeen linkedwith

several Premier League clubs.
“They will not play next
weekend. This will take as
long as it takes. If something
doesn’t change, you’re going
to end up with the players
seeing out their contracts,”

Bruno de Carvalho, the Sporting
president, said.
“They can watch the game on

television. There is no player bigger
than the club. I would not give up
the honour, the club’s history, for the
attitudes of anyone. I give a piece of

advice: don’t use the press, be profes-
sional. These two, in defence of our
magnificent group, must be removed.”
Anders Lindegaard, the goalkeeper,

has been released by United after
making 29 appearances for the club.

Rodgers hails
Liverpool’s lure
as Moreno deal
adds to outlay

Liverpool will take their summer
spendingpast the £100millionmark for
the first time in the club’s history with
the signing of AlbertoMoreno, leading
Brendan Rodgers to claim that their
activity in the transfer window
highlights a surge in both ambition and
attractiveness.
Moreno will become Liverpool’s

eighth signing in threemonthswhenhe
completes a £12million transfer from
Seville in the next 24 hours and,
although Liverpool signed as many
players last summer, Rodgers believes
that Champions League qualification
has allowed them to recruit at a higher
standard than before.
Whereas last year Liverpool failed to

land most of their main targets,
including Henrikh Mkhitaryan,
Willian andDiegoCosta, this time they
have been able to attract players of the
calibre of Dejan Lovren and Lazar
Markovicdespitebothbeingcovetedby
rival clubs. “It’s a huge indication of the
progress of the club; a really good
symbol ofwhere the club is at,”Rodgers
said.
“We have made huge strides in the

last couple of years. That ability to
attract top players is great. Lovren was
a really good player for Lyons [before
joining Southampton]. He was a guy
sought after by a number of clubs, but
for him to say he only wanted to come
to Liverpool was great.
“Young Markovic had two or three

other clubs there waiting to take him,
clubs where he had mates from his
international team [Serbia]. But he
wanted to come to Liverpool. These
guys watch football throughout
Europe. They watch us and want to be

part of what we’re doing. It’s the
growth. It hasn’t just happened by
accident. a lot of work and time has
gone in, both on and off the field. The
most important thing is to have an
identity. There is real excitement
around the club.
“If you’re a football player in Europe

watching how we played last season
and saw our supporters, your reaction
would be that you’dwant to play in that
environment. It’s the most competitive
league in the world and one of the
biggest clubs in the world. It’s a team
that plays exciting football. I’m happy
with the players we have got in, and if
we can get one or twomore, we’ll be set
up for an exciting season.”
Signing an additional forward

remains Rodgers’s priority in the final
weeks of the transfer window, with
Samuel Eto’o, who is a free agent, one
potential target, although the
Cameroonplayerwould have to reduce
his salary demands if a move to
Liverpool is to stand any chance of
transpiring.
There are likely to be a number of

outgoing transfers from Anfield before
the transfer window closes, but Kolo
Touré has insisted that he does not
expect to be among the departees,
despite Trabzonspor’s interest in
signing him.
Touré, signed on a free transfer from

Manchester City 12 months ago, is
planning to see out the final year of his
Liverpool contract even though he is
aware that he is behind Lovren,Martin
Skrtel and Mamadou Sakho in the
peckingorder toplay incentraldefence.
“Trabzonspor are interested in me,

but I amhappy to be a Liverpool player,
especially as the coach reiterated his
confidence inme forwhat I bring to the

group,” Touré said. “He wants to keep
me to help Liverpool cope with all the
competitions. It’s true that I have to
look at all possibilities and, if I sense
there’s a need to leave, then I will see.
“There’s a possibility that I may need

todrop intoa lesser league toearnmore

playing time, but I am a battler and I
have decided to stay at Liverpool. It’s
true that things can change at any time,
but for the moment, I repeat, I am at
Liverpool and I hope to stay at the club.
For now, Trabzonspor is a no, but in
football, anything can happen.”

Tony Barrett
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Spending will be above £100m for the first time
Tony Barrett

Strides forward: Lambert is one of eight players signed by Liverpool during a
busy summer in which they have been successful in landing the men they want

West Brom prepared to
thrust Ideye into action
West Bromwich Albion will give
Brown Ideye, their £10million
record signing, his Barclays
Premier League debut at home to
Sunderland on Saturday despite
his shortage of match fitness.
The Nigeria striker joined from

Dynamo Kiev last month, but has
barely featured in pre-season
after his move was held up by
delays with his work permit and
visa applications. Alan Irvine, the
West Brom head coach, said:
“We’re going to have to put
people in our squad who haven’t
done as much of a pre-season as I
would have liked. Hopefully he
can play some part [on Saturday],
as can some of the others who
have missed pre-season.”

United role for Rehman
Manchester United have added a
wheelchair-bound coach to their
staff. Sohail Rehman became the
first wheelchair-bound coach of
able-bodied players last year after
earning his FA coaching badges.
The 22-year-old, above, who
suffers from spinal muscular
atrophy, was encouraged by Sir
Alex Ferguson and United have
given him a position, developing
players at the club’s soccer schools
and visiting local schools.

Ribéry on French leave
Franck Ribéry, below, has retired
from international football. The
winger, who won 81 caps for
France but missed the World Cup
finals in Brazil through injury,
wants to focus on his career with
Bayern Munich and his family.
“One has to know when to stop,”
Ribéry, 31, said. “I’ve experienced
so much and now is the time for
others to come forward. You
could see in Brazil we should have
no concerns for France’s future.”

PETER POWELL / EPA

Waiting game: Shaw’s fitness had
already been questioned by Van
Gaal, the United manager, before
his untimely setback in training

Norwich investigation
Norwich City have suspended
two supporters from Carrow Road
as they investigate allegations of
racist abuse during Sunday’s
defeat away to Wolverhampton
Wanderers. They are looking into
an incident in the away end
alleged to have happened during
the 1-0 Sky Bet Championship
defeat at Molineux. Should they
be found guilty, the pair would
face lifetime bans from Carrow
Road, Norwich stated.

Exclusive to members

It’s back —
the game podcast
Download the first
edition of the season
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Exclusive video
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the mood for the big
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of last year’s action

Online and on tablet
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Ohuruogu wants a full set

Christine Ohuruogu moved closer
yesterday to collecting themedal that is
missing from her considerable collec-
tion. An Olympic and Commonwealth
400metres champion, with two world
titles also to her name, Ohuruogu has
never won amedal of any colour at the
European Championships.
It still appears that her best chance of

correcting that will come in the 4x400
metres relay, but she has booked her
place in the individual final tomorrow.
She decided to compete only at the last
minute, stating thatherambitionwas to
“come through in one piece”, and eased
through her heat on Tuesday. Last
night’s semi-final was tougher, though,
as she had to battle past several rivals in
the straight to secure second place in
52.56sec. However, she is clearly in far
better form than earlier in the summer
and few would write her off.
“That was a lot harder, I was running

thinking ‘this does not feel like yester-
day,’ ” Ohuruogu said. “Then the wind

hitme and I thought, ‘I can’t do this any
more.’
“But credit to the other girls, they ran

well. I knew itwasgoing tobe tough. I’m
very good at rounds and I expect towin
rounds at championships, but that’s
when I’m fit. The rounds test your
mettle and I’m not surprised, in all
honesty, that that was tough.”
A gold medal for Great Britain looks

likely in the men’s 400metres after
Martyn Rooney, Matthew Hudson-
Smith and Conrad Williams all won
their semi-finals.
Williams blasted out from lane eight

to win his race in 45.85, Rooney was
vastly superior to his rivals in the
second semi-final, easing up to win in
45.40, and Hudson-Smith also looked
at ease, strolling through the field in the
straight to win in 45.30. It all gets more
serious in the final tomorrow.
However, there was disappointment

in the 400metres hurdles semi-finals
as Sebastian Rodger, Niall Flannery
and Tom Burton all failed to make the
final.

Ron Lewis Dasaolu cashes in rich
James Dasaolu finally justified
the faith that had been placed in
him by claiming the gold
medal in the 100 metres in
Zurich.
The 26-year-old has

always been fast but
also fragile. He has
missed most of this
year after suffering a
hamstring injury indoors, but
with just one target to aim at,
he made it count, charging
clear in the second half of the
race to take the gold in
10.06sec, finishing a cosy-
looking 0.05 ahead of Chris-
toph LeMaitre, of France.
Back in third, in 10.22,

was Dasaolu’s fellow
south Londoner, Harry

Aikines-Aryeetey, who had been
relieved to receive only a yellow
card, rather than a straight
disqualification, afterhis twitch
on the startline set off a false

start.
It needed a photo-
finish to separate
Aikines-Aryeetey
and Dwain Cham-
bers, who just
missed out on a
medal in what

could be the 36-
year-old’s final big event.

The task had beenmade con-
siderably easier when Jimmy
Vicaut, the Frenchman who
had not only been the fastest

Ron Lewis

Farah forced to put
in hard yards for
part one of double

that, he said, uncovered nothing.
Because of that, this was only Farah’s
second appearance on a track since he
won gold in the 5,000 metres and
10,000metres at theWorldChampion-
ships in Moscow in August last year.
The only race in the intervening period
was a low-key 5,000 metres race in
Portland, Oregon, in June, merely a
summer stroll for Farah.
Plenty of people expected this to be a

similarly simple task for an athlete of
Farah’s quality. Certainly there was no
threat on paper such as the one he
would have faced from Caleb Ndiku,
theKenyanwhowon5,000metresgold
in Farah’s absence in Glasgow.
The chance of winning a Common-

wealthGamesmedalmust now be slim
for Farah. His one appearance at the
Games came in 2006, while the next
Games, on Queensland’s Gold Coast,
will fall outsidehis usual season.Hehas
an affinity with these championships,
though, as the placewhere it all started.
Such has been his dominance of late,

it is difficult to imagine that Farah’s first
gold medal at a significant champion-
ships came only four years ago, at the
European Championships in Barcelo-
na,whenhewonboth5,000and 10,000
metres. Since then the medals have

kept flooding in. “I was second [in 2006
in Gothenburg], Barcelona I won the
double, then Helsinki winning the 5k
and from that having the confidence
and going to win at the worlds and the
Olympics,” Farah said. “It’s been a long
journey, but this is where it started and
you can’t forget where you started
from.”
Hedroppedhimself to thebackof the

field at the start and ran his first lap in
nearly 75 seconds. This field did not
take much getting past, however, and
after four laps he hadmoved hisway up
to second, behind Polat Kemboi Ari-
kan, one of two Kenya-born athletes in
the race running for Turkey. As Arikan
poured on the pressure at the front, Ali
Kaya, the other converted Kenyan in
Turkish colours, joined the chase.
By halfway, the lead group had been

whittled down to eight runners. When
the bell came, Farah was in front, fol-
lowed by the two Turkish runners and
Vernon, who was forced to swerve out-
side a backmarker on the bend as the
other three went inside. Arikan
dropped away, while Kaya threatened
to overtake Farah. But, as he has done
so often before, Farah dug deep, charg-
ing clear in the straight and, as Kaya
faded, Vernon went wide to take
second.
AsFarahandVernonwent ona lapof

honour in the rain, Pavey stepped for-
ward tocollecthergoldmedal, thecere-
mony rather squeezed in after organis-
ers decided to delay the start of the
evening’s schedule by 40 minutes in
anticipation of a storm that never got
above a strong wind at the Letzigrund
Stadium.Foronce, Farah is not aloneas
Britain’s distance champion.

Vernon surges through to make it a one-two for Britain
Ron Lewis
Athletics Correspondent, Zurich

Today’s watching brief

Goldie Sayers
After three operations on her right
elbow, it could be now or never for
Sayers, who needed just one throw
to reach this evening’s javelin final,
although a medal would be a
significant achievement. 7.40pm

William Sharman
After missing out by one place on
perhaps his best chance of a gold
medal, at the Commonwealth
Games, he could reach the podium,
but Pascal Martinot-Lagarde, of
France, is a hot favourite. 8.50pm

Lynsey Sharp
Sharp is the defending champion in
the 800metres, but she never got to
celebrate on the track because
Yelena Arzhakova, who finished first,
failed a drugs test. After a confident
heat yesterday, Sharp will be looking
to book a place in the final tonight.
5.38pm
Words by Ron Lewis

Done it again: Farah shows his joy at winning the 10,000 metres last night after

but

‘This is where it started
and you can’t forget
where you started from’

At long last:Porter claims
gold on a memorable
night for British sprinters

If this had meant to be a stroll for Mo
Farah, it did not look easy. Farah
completed the first half of an expected
double gold medal haul at the Euro-
pean Championships last night with
victory in the 10,000metres final.
Farah, thedoubleOlympicandworld

champion,was expected towin, despite
his recent health scares. What was not
anticipated was that the silver medal
wouldgo toAndyVernon, completinga
British one-two.
The favourite was made to work for

his win and it was not until the last
80metres that hemanaged to shake off
his pursuers. The delight he showed as
he crossed the line showed that thiswas
no hollow victory for him, even if it was
a softer race than he would have had at
the Commonwealth Games.
For Vernon, better known as a cross-

country runner, his is quite a success
and, at 28, he could take heart from the
triumph of Jo Pavey winning the
women’s 10,000metres 24 hours
earlier, by believing that better could
still come. He stayed with the leading
group throughout the race, digging in
as others dropped away to snatch
second on the line in 28min 08.66sec,
just 0.55sec behind Farah.
“It means a lot,” Vernon said. “It’s

years of hard dedication. I can’t say I
don’t love it, it’s a great job, but you’ve
got to get up on those cold January
mornings when it’s raining and go out.
It takesa lotofmotivation todo thatday
in and day out and times like thiswhere
it pays off, it’s absolutely brilliant.”
It has beenahardyear forFarah,who

failed to live up to his own expectations
when he finished eighth in the London
marathon in April. More concerning
have been the two health scares he
suffered this year.
The first, when he passed out at the

end of theNewYorkHalfMarathon on

a freezing day in New York, was simply
passed off as one of those things. There
has still been no full explanation for his
collapse while altitude training in Utah
at the start of last month that caused
him to miss the Commonwealth
Games.
Farah revealed this week that the

problem had been so serious that he
had to be airlifted to hospital after col-
lapsing and knocking himself out in his
bathroom.His stomachcrampswere so
severe that doctors feared he might
have a problem with his heart.
What was wrong has still not been

revealed. Farah spent four days in hos-
pital in the United States before travel-
ling to Britain, where British Athletics
medical staff carriedout a series of tests
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Kids always come
first for champion
who keeps one eye
on the school run

T
he novelty of being European
champion had not worn off
for Jo Pavey the morning
after the biggest night of her
athletics career. Perhaps it all

seemed like a dream and probably
would not have felt any more likely
when she woke up yesterday morning
still in her running kit.
Being a mother of two, Pavey knows

a bit about having to sneak around not
waking others up. So when she
returned to the team hotel at 1am, after
media commitments and a drugs test,
she found that Goldie Sayers, her
room-mate, was already asleep.
“I just didn’t want to disturb her

because she’s got her final tomorrow,”
Pavey said. “You’ve got to do the best
thing for your team-mates and the last
thing I wanted was to come in at 1am
and start having a shower and waking
her.
“Actually Goldie was really kind. She

wokeup. I said, ‘Ohno, goback to sleep,’
but she was absolutely lovely, really
enthusiastic. She did an amazing team
captain’s speech to get us all fired up
going into the competition and she’s
been through so much with all her sur-
gery. She’s an inspiration to all of us.”
Pavey’s children, Jacob, 4, and Emily,

11 months, were also back at the hotel,
long sinceasleepby the time she left the
Letzigrund Stadium, so the moment
they shared with their
mum during her lap of
honour after winning the
10,000metres on Tuesday
evening was the only time
theygot to spend togetheron
thenight. It is those two that
Pavey, 40, credits with
her success.
“I just feel really

happy,” she said. “I got
to a certain point and
thought, ‘What am I do-
ing?’ It made me start to
not enjoy the sport, the
fact that I hadn’t got any
children because, ultimately,
becoming amumwas just such
an important thing for me.
“Now I’m fortunate enough

to have two little lovely kids, it
makesme feel like I cancrackon
with my running. I feel happy
that I’m doing it rather than
[saying], ‘Oh, this is reallywrong
because having a family is more
important.’Myhusband [Gavin,
who is also her coach] is really
supportive and it motivates me
that my running actually gives
us more time together as a
family, because we are both
based at home.”
Pavey is also getting used

to the idea of becoming an
overnight inspiration to
mums up and down the

country.
“I have had loads of messages on

social media and that’s been a really
nice side of it,” she said. “I’ve had so
many kind words said to me, that I’ve
inspired busy mums to get out there
and get fit, but also people of an older
age ,who thoughtmaybe theywere past
their best in sporting terms.
“When I was 25 and packed up going

away on training camps all over the
world and just doing eat, sleep, train,
people can’t really relate to that. Now
that I’m this age and a busymum, it just
made people maybe to be able to relate
to it a bit more, because it might seem a
bit more attainable.”
Life as a running mum has not been

easy, though. Last year, Pavey lost her
funding from British Athletics. She is
sponsored by Nike and relies on that
and prize money to make ends meet.
“I’m still enjoying the sport, and I

want to continue to try and achieve
goals, but it has to work for us as a
family, because I certainlydon’t do it for
money,” she said. “Ido it because I enjoy
it. I’m never going tomakemega, mega

bucks, it’s more about having
enough to enjoy family life.

“I don’t want to have to
put my baby in nursery
just so that I can run. I still
want to go from strength
to strength in my athlet-
ics but my kids come
first.”

Jacob starts school
next month, and he
might turn out to be
another good runner
in the family, to judge
from the way he
joins in during his

mum’s track ses-
sions. “He

amazes
me how
he runs
lap after
lap,
becaus
e I cer-

tainly
don’t push

him,” she said.
“I just let him do it if he
wants to. He’s a good
little runner, but I’m
certainly not going to
be a pushy parent. I’m
just going to let him do
a lot of things and see
what he enjoys.”

Jo Pavey is just like any
other mum, she tells
Ron Lewis— but not
all mums are European
gold medal-winners
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Amother’s love

Paula Radcliffe
Dubbed “Marathon Mom” after
winning 2007 New York marathon
ten months after giving birth to her
first daughter, Isla

Fanny Blankers-Koen
As a 30-year-old mother of two, the
Dutchwoman won four gold medals
at the 1948 London Olympics

Liz McColgan
Won the 10,000 metres at the World
Championships in Tokyo in 1991, less
than nine months after she had
given birth to her first child, Eilish
Words by Ron Lewis

Medals table

Gold Silver Bronze Total
Great Britain 4 1 2 7
Germany 2 0 1 3
France 1 5 1 7
Spain 1 1 0 2
Belarus 1 0 0 1
Netherlands 1 0 0 1
Russia 0 1 3 4
Serbia 0 1 0 1
Estonia 0 1 0 1
Poland 0 0 2 2
Turkey 0 0 1 1

recent health scares and there is cause for celebration as well for Vernon as he follows him into the tape for a silver medal

IANWALTON/GETTY IMAGES

promise for long-awaited first gold

Late bloomer: Pavey poses
with the gold medal from
her 10,000metres victory

in the field this year, but also the fastest
in the heats, withdrew before the semi-
finals with a hamstring injury. It always
appeared, though, thatDasaoluhad the
talent to win, as long as his body held
up.
Tiffany Porter happily wrapped her-

self in a Union Jack after finally claim-
ing the gold medal that has eluded her
for so long in the 100 metres hurdles.
After a bronze medal at the World
Championships last year and a silver
medal at the Commonwealth Games,
therewas tobenostopping the26-year-
old this time as she led throughout to
win in 12.76, edging out Cindy Billaud,
ofFrance, by0.03on the line inaphoto-
finish.
“This is my first gold medal so I

couldn’t be happier,” Porter said. “We
train to get the gold, I focused in my
lane and performed when it mattered
most.” The rude health of Britain’s

women sprinters was clearly displayed
as well, as Ashleigh Nelson secured a
bronzemedal in the 100metres, behind
Dafne Schippers, of the Netherlands,
and Myriam Soumaré, of France.
DesireeHenry, one of the youngsters

who helped to light the Olympic flame
at London 2012, was seventh in her first
leading final in 11.43.

Nelson, 23, could not stop the tears
from coming. “I feel amazing, as you
can tell,” she said.
“I’m just so happy. My coach [Mich-

ael Afilaka] obviously knew what I was
capable of. He said go into the final and
give it everything and look what’s
happened.
“The last couple of years I have been

just struggling with injury and it hasn’t
allowed me to do what deep down I
know I am capable of, so it’s all been
about managing the injuries because
I’m finely tuned.”
Asha Philip missed out on making it

three British runners in the final by the
tiniest ofmargins, as her semi-final run
of 11.24wasoneof threematching times
that contested the final fastest loser
spot.
When the times were measured

down to thousandths of a second, she
lost out to Céline Distel-Bonnet.



Mo Farah, James Dasaolu and Tiffany
Porterall struckgoldonabrilliantnight
for Great Britain on the track at the
European Athletics Championships.

There were six medals in total on the
night which, added to Jo Pavey’s
emotional victory in the 10,000metres
on Tuesday, put Britain well clear at the
top of the medals table.

Farah, who missed the Common-
wealth Games after he had to be airlift-
ed to hospital when collapsing at the
end of a training run in the United
States, won the men’s 10,000metres,
with Andy Vernon, his compatriot,
claiming silver.

“This one meant a lot to me,” Farah
said. “Two weeks ago there was doubt I
was going to compete here after I pulled

out of the Commonwealth Games. But
training has gone well and it meant a lot
to me, it wasn’t easy. I wanted to run at
the Commonwealths and I obviously
couldn’t, then to come out and win the
European meant a lot to me

“I didn’t want to let people down and
I felt like, all the people who bought
tickets and everyone else.

“I wasn’t 100 per cent and I felt like I
let a lot of people down. Sometimes
that’s harder because all the people
come out in support, in terms of buying
tickets and they want to see you.”

There were also two medals in the
100metres, with Dasaolu taking gold
and Harry Aikines-Aryeetey bronze.

Times Crossword 25,865 across down Yesterday’s solution25,864

Checktoday’sanswersbyringing
09067577189bymidnight.
Callscost77pperminuteplusnetworkextras
SP:Spoke08444150726.

1 2 3 4 765

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 1615

17

18 19 20 21

22

23 24

25 26

27 28

H O T D O G P I C K O V E R
R E O H O W X

F A L S E A L A R M L O O N
T P L R P E N

T E L E F I L M A T T L E E
R E A D R

I D E A C A R D I N A L
R D P E E N T

H O N O L U L U C R E W
M T T A O

B E D S I T I N C H M E A L
D L O C C M V

M A X I S K A T E D O V E R
R N E L N D R

E Y E G L A S S T H E I S T

1 Shady Conservative press chief
stabbed by man on board (7)

5 Tax once imposed on a course for
riders (5)

9 High-class pundit’s habitual
practice (5)

10 Scottish poet digesting HolyWrit
outside a religious leader’s office (9)

11 Vulgarised work finally succeeded
in causing irritation (7)

12 Part-time soldier’s best friend,
perhaps? (7)

13 Soldier carried by army horse? As
good as (10)

15 Prevent large sums of money being
returned (4)

18 AHimalayan legend: the old
recalled it (4)

20 Island retreats predicted to keep
one healthy (4-6)

23 Secure degree papers for girl in pub
(7)

24 Possibly bust, by the sound of it,
having young! (7)

25 Poor Ron is a mug, a bonehead (9)
26An insect seen around large poplar

tree (5)
27 Sickly film hero dispatches

daughter for drug (5)
28 Indicators almost entirely lacking

justification (7)

1 Austere new discipline? (7)
2 Painter’s application for outdoor
wear? (8)

3 Irish county’s fall from grace
recorded in Kentucky (5)

4 Society girl notes objection before
climbing mountain (9)

5 Enclosure originally approached by
way of track (6)

6 Ancient vehicle provoking gossip
around port… (7)

7 … belonging to those people in that
place, say (5)

8 Think to protect king— exper-
iment with small arms (8)

14 Person investigating mass shoots in
Arabian state (9)

16 Exercises finish without work unit
going over line (8)

17 Onemust attend to hear this press
demand (4-4)

19 Politician endlessly investigating
provincial capital (7)

21 Nancy’s here, overlooking head’s
glacial manner (7)

22 Quite canny about mixture of gases
(6)

23 Person displaying energy in Crosby
(5)

24 Away to get accepted in key
English class (5)
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Sport
Britain set the pace after gold rush

Porter won the 100metres hurdles and
there was also a bronze medal for Ash-
leighNelson in thewomen’s 100metres.

Success came for Dasaolu after an
injury-ravaged year. He has twice bro-
ken the ten-second barrier and, while

he did not have to do so here, he showed
he is now strong enough retain his form
through three rounds of competition.

“I’m still trying to take it all in,” he
said. “Track and field always has lots of
ups and downs. I’ve had my hamstring

injury but fast forward to Zurich in
August and I’m European champion.
It’s a lovely thing to get my first senior
outdoor medal.

“I wasn’t sure if I was going to be here
at the beginning of the year. Tonight,

theweatherwasn’t thebestandwewere
delayed by half an hour, but I zoned out
and focused on the job in hand, My
coach told me to focus on the drive
phase and just to execute the best I can,
and that’s what I did.”

Ron Lewis
Athletics Correspondent, Zurich

Inside today

Farah and Pavey give
Britain its track MoJo
European Championships, pages 62-63

Fast show: Dasaolu and Aikines-Aryeetey celebrate after finishing first and third respectively in the 100metres final in Zurich to take Britain’s medal tally to seven
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