
A-level pupils from Ashford, Surrey, were invited by Thorpe Park to experience the highs and lows of results day by opening the envelopes containing their grades on some of Britain’s fastest rollercoasters

Exams end class divide
A-level results see poorer teenagers ignoring debt worries and surging into universities

A record number of disadvantaged
teenagerswill be heading for university
this year after an unprecedented
expansion of places.
With a dip in A-level grades

yesterday, many leading universities
lowered their entry requirements to
accept applicants who had narrowly
missed their targets. Experts predicted
that the number of students accepted
by universities this year would pass
500,000 for the first time.
Tens of thousands of teenagers were

seeking places in the clearing system,
with some Russell Group universities
actively recruiting. The surge in dis-

advantaged youngsters winning a uni-
versity place appeared to confound
critics of the coalition’s trebling of
tuition fees to £9,000. The number of
poor teenagers with a firm place leapt
by 8 per cent, and may go higher.
The figures came as:
6A-level and AS-level entries
showed a strong revival in traditional
academic subjects, as mathematics

leap-frogged English literature to
become the most popular A-level
subject. Entries in chemistry, physics,
economics, classics, further maths and
geography were up.
6 The first free school to announce
A-level results sent four pupils to
Oxford and Cambridge, and 68 to
Russell Group universities. Almost
71 per cent of pupils at The London
Academy of Excellence in Newham,
east London, set up by independent
schools, achieved grades of A* to B.
6Overall, the A-level pass rate dipped
for the first time in 32 years. The
proportionof gradesawardedatA* toE
slipped to 98 per cent, down 0.1 per-
centage points from last summer, the

first fall in thepass rate forA levels since
the early 1980s.
6 There was a fall of 0.9 points in A
grades awarded, to 17.8 per cent, and a
dip of 0.2 points in B grades, to 26.4 per
cent. Exam boards attributed the falls
to a switch to more academic A levels
and the ending of January exams,
which has curbed repeated resits.
6 A*grades bucked the trend, rising by
0.6 points to 8.2 per cent. Boys pulled
ahead, with 8.5 per cent of entries
attaining an A* compared with 7.9 per
cent for girls.
The Universities and Colleges

Admissions Service (Ucas) said that
more than 20,000 applicants aged 18
from the most disadvantaged parts of

Britain had confirmed university
places. This is 1,400 more than at this
stage last summer. The rise is the
biggest since a renewed push to boost
access to higher education for young
people from the poorest homes.
This was one of the main thrusts

of the government’s school reforms,
seeking to raise standards in schools in
disadvantaged areas and giving extra
funding for pupils on free schoolmeals.
Many of these are long-term changes.
Universities have also been made to

spend tens of millions of pounds on
summer schools, targeted recruitment,
campus visits and mentoring.
Ucas said that the gender divide in

Continued on page 7, col 4

Britain poised to arm Kurdish forces in fight against Islamists
Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

Britain is prepared to arm Kurdish
forces fighting Islamic militants in
northern Iraq, Downing Street said
last night.
Philip Hammond, the foreign secre-

tary, will tell Britain’s EU counterparts
today that the government has modi-
fied its stance on tackling the bloody
advance of jihadists in the country.
It will now follow France and

eastern European countries and supply
weapons if the Kurdish leadership
requests them.
The decision was made during a

Cobra meeting attended by David
Cameron, Mr Hammond, Michael
Fallon, the defence secretary, and
Justine Greening, the international
development secretary.
Nick Clegg also joined via secure

link — which is significant because
the Liberal Democrats have been

less enthusiastic about participation
in conflict than their Conservative
counterparts.
Initially Britain could supply high-

tech equipment, such as night-vision
goggles, but could also provide ammu-
nition and weaponry if asked. The
Kurds have trained on Soviet-era
equipment, which is why arms were
sought fromEastern Europe in the first
instance.
The plan comes after a rescue mis-

sion for Yazidi refugees trapped by the
militants in the Sinjar mountains was
abandoned because they had left.
A source said that Britain was now

prepared to consider a request for arms
from the Kurds. “We would need to
look at any request and evaluate need,
but the sense at Cobra [the govern-
ment’s emergency committee] was
[that] we would consider positively.”
Nouri al-Maliki, the Iraqi primemin-

ister, gave up his fight to remain in the

position last night, offering his support
to his replacement, Haider al-Abadi.
A No 10 spokesman said: “It is vital

that Iraqi andKurdish forces are able to
stop the advance of Isis [Islamic State]
terrorists . . . That is whywe continue to
encourage Dr al-Abadi to establish an
inclusive government, andwewelcome
the fact that the Islamic Dawa party
have offered him their support.”
United by love of jihad, pages 4-5
Yazidi refugees find safety, pages 22-23
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Anger after prostate drug
rejected as too expensive
Oliver Moody

Cancer researchers have accused the
government’s drugs regulator of
presiding over a fiasco after it blocked
a treatment that can extend the lives of
men with prostate cancer.
The four-a-day pill, a hormonal drug

that can stave off the need for
chemotherapy before the cancer
becomes widespread, was judged to be
too expensive by the National Institute
for Health and Care Excellence
(NICE).
Owen Sharp, chief executive of the

charity Prostate Cancer UK, said that
the decisionwas a “kick in the teeth” for
men with advanced prostate cancer
and “just the latest in a string of hugely
disappointing rulings”.
“For many, this presented a vital

opportunity for extra time with loved
ones and a chance to delay chemother-
apyand thedebilitating sideeffects that
come with it,” he said.
“The current system is flawed. It is

not fit for purpose and it is the very

people it is supposed to serve who are
bearing the brunt. This decision is
unjust and it needs to be overturned so
that men in desperate need can receive
the most effective drugs.”
Prostate cancer is the most common

cancer among British men, accounting
for more than 40,000 cases a year, a
quarter of the total. Abiraterone, sold
under the brand name Zytiga, has been
approved formenwith advanced forms
of the cancer who have already had
chemotherapy,but the researcherswho
invented the drug said that it could be
used as a first line of defence.
It works by preventing testosterone

from getting to the prostate gland,
strangling the tumour’s growth.
Paul Workman, interim chief

executive of the Institute of Cancer
Research, said it was “plainly illogical”
that men had to wait until their final
months for the treatment.
“It is an unintended and quite bizarre

consequence of the current rules for
appraisals that patients have to wait
until their life expectancy drops before

they can access beneficial drugs on the
NHS,” he said.
“Nowmenwill have towait until they

are in the final stage of their lives before
they can access this treatment, and
menwhoare too frail to receive chemo-
therapy face not being able to receive
abiraterone at all.”
In June, Paul Burstow, the former

health minister, urged the government
to step in and allow men to take the
drug when their cancer was still at an
early stage.
The treatment, which costs £2,930

for a 30-day course, fell foul of the
NICE cost-benefit rules after consulta-
tion. Sir Andrew Dillon, the institute’s
chief executive, said: “We know how
important it is for patients to have the
option to delay chemotherapy and its
associated side effects, so we are dis-
appointed not to be able to recommend
abiraterone for use in this way. How-
ever, themanufacturer’s owneconomic
model demonstrated that thedrugdoes
not offer enough benefit to justify its
price.”

Cancer postcode lottery
‘costs 6,000 lives a year’
Vicky Forster

Up to 6,000 people a year are dying
needlessly of cancer because of an
“inexcusable postcode lottery”, accord-
ing to research.
Dramatic variations in cancer care

across Britain mean that the propor-
tion of people dying within a year of
diagnosis is significantly higher in the
worstperformingareas than in thebest,
the analysis found.
In northeast Hampshire and Farn-

ham, cancer patients have a 76 per cent
chance of being alive 12 months after
diagnosis, but in areas such as Swale,
Kent, the London boroughs of Barking
and Dagenham and Newham, and
Crawley, West Sussex, this falls to 62
per cent.
Macmillan Cancer Support, which

carried out the study, urged politicians
to tackle the divide and make cancer a
“top health priority’’.
Juliet Bouverie, director of services

and influence at the charity, said: “This
analysis showsan inexcusablepostcode
lottery, which is responsible for 6,000
people dying needlessly every year.
“When patients have to wait longer

for diagnosis and treatment, their
chances of surviving are significantly
reduced.”
VikkiWebb, fromnorthManchester,

which ranks 182nd out of 211 areas for

12-month survival rates, said that her
father had not been offered a scan
when he developed a heavy cough,
despite his long history of smoking.
“My father had a persistent and very

nasty cough about 18months before he
died of lung cancer,” she said. “Despite
being a heavy smoker for over 30 years,
he wasn’t offered a scan.
“Eventually he paid to go privately

and the cancer had spread throughout
his body and bones. He died eight
weeks after diagnosis.”
A Macmillan spokeswoman stressed

that the charity did not blame individu-
al NHS staff in the poorly performing
areas. Contributing issues, such as a
lack of symptom awareness from both
patients and GPs, and doctors not
having adequate fast access to diagnos-
tic tests, needed to be identified and im-
proved in these areas, she added.
The researchalso reveals that surviv-

al rates in the UK “lag behind other
European countries” with similar
healthcare systems and levels ofwealth
suchasNorway,DenmarkandSweden.
The charity is launching a new

campaign to tackle the cancer crisis
ahead of the 2015 general election.
“The Westminster political parties

must make cancer a top health priority
and commit to reducing the number of
people who are diagnosed late,” Ms
Bouverie said.

Fertility could
be boosted
by vitamin D
Hannah Devlin Science Editor

WomenwithavitaminDdeficiencyare
only half as likely to conceive through
IVF treatment as women who have
healthy levels, scientists say.
A study in Italy adds to emerging

evidence that vitamin D, which is
produced in the skin by exposure to
sunlight, could play a role in fertility.
If the link were confirmed, scientists

suggest that taking vitamin D supple-
ments or spending time outdoors could
be a cheap and easy way for couples to
boost their chances of conceiving.
Alessio Paffoni, who led the study at

the Ospedale Maggiore Policlinico in
Milan, said: “We found that women
who had sufficient levels of vitamin D
weremore likely toproducehigh-quali-
ty embryos and more likely to become
pregnant than women who were
deficient in vitamin D.”
The study, published in the Journal of

Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism,
included 154 women who were defi-
cient in vitamin D and 181 women who
had sufficient levels in their blood, all of
whomhad been referred to an infertili-
ty unit. The women with levels of at
least 20 nanograms per ml in their
blood were nearly twice as likely to
conceive as those below this threshold.

Treasury wrecks Clegg’s EU jobs claim
Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

Treasury officials have undermined
attempts by Nick Clegg and Danny
Alexander to suggest that the depart-
ment believes three million jobs would
be at risk if Britain left the European
Union.
Civil servants dispute the claim, de-

claring ina letter seenbyTheTimes that
“It is not an estimate of the impact of
EU membership on employment”.
Liberal Democrats are now being

accused of fuelling Ukip and harming
the cause of those who want to stay
inside the EU by repeatedly using the

“spurious” measure despite warnings
about its credibility. This will further
dismay Liberal Democrats who were
concerned thatMrClegg’s campaign in
the European elections to stay in the
EUwithout recognising its failings was
counterproductive.
In June Mr Alexander, the chief sec-

retary to the Treasury, said that the
“latest Treasury analysis shows that
3.3millionBritish jobs are connected to
Britain’s place in Europe.”
Officials all but dismissed the statis-

tic after a freedom of information re-
quest from Open Europe, a think-tank
calling for European reform. The letter

suggested that the methodology was
ten years old and imprecise. Officials
went on to suggest that it could not be
used in theway inwhichMrAlexander
and Mr Clegg did.
OpenEurope,whichwants theUKto

stay in the EU, said the Treasury re-
sponse meant that Mr Alexander was
conflating jobs “linked to theEUdirect-
ly or indirectly” with those that are “at
risk”, and is harming the EU debate. It
points out that the way Mr Clegg and
Mr Alexander use the statistic suggests
that they believeUK exports to Europe
will benil ifBritain leaves theEU,which
is almost certain to be wrong.
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Lecturer’s attackers may have been after cabaret bar takings

Police are investigating whether a
university law lecturer’s ownership of a
cabaret bar in central London is linked
to a brutal attack he suffered at his
home.
Paul Kohler was ferociously beaten

when he opened his front door andwas
confronted by a group of burglars.
Cambridge-educated Mr Kohler, 55,

who fought themen for five minutes as
they demanded cash, remained in hos-
pital yesterday after suffering a broken
eye socket and bruising to his body.
Detectives are still looking for two

suspects, while two others have been
charged over the incident at Mr Kohl-
er’s £2 million home in Wimbledon,
south London. Detective Inspector

Dan O’Sullivan, of Scotland Yard’s
burglary squad, said that one line of in-
quiry focused on Mr Kohler’s bar,
Cellar Door, in Covent Garden. The
underground venue, which used to be a
gentleman’s lavatory, hosts cabaret,
burlesque and drag.
Mr O’Sullivan said that he was

investigating whether the gang were
looking for takings. “It was certainly
financially motivated, there’s no doubt
that was the case,” he added. “It’s poss-
ible there is a connection with the
premises.”
Mr Kohler, who is head of law at the

School of Oriental and African Studies
at the University of London, tried to
fight off the men but suffered what
police described as life-changing inju-
ries.Doctors are trying to savehis sight.

The beating was carried out by three
men, while a fourth held down his wife
Samantha.
MrKohler’s daughter, Eloise,wasup-

stairs with her boyfriend at the time.
They locked themselves into a bed-
room and called police.
Mr Kohler’s brother Marcus told the

Wimbledon Guardian yesterday: “See-
ing him was unbelievable. I have never
seen injuries like it. His face is like a
flower blooming— it’s changing colour
every day because of the bruising. He’s
like the Elephant Man. It’s terrible.”
Mariusz Tomaszewski, 32, from

Poland, appeared at Wimbledon
Magistrates’ Court on Wednesday
charged with aggravated burglary and
grievous bodily harm. Pawel Honc, 23,
appeared before magistrates yesterday

facing the same charges. Both men
were remanded in custody.
Mr Kohler married his long-term

partner, Samantha MacArthur, 50,
earlier this year. They have been to-
gether since the 1980s and have four
daughters. Speaking after Monday’s
attack,MsMacArthur said that shewas
made to cover her face and lie on the
floor when the gang threatened to tape
her to a chair.
She said of her husband: “He was so

brave, I think that’s really important to
note. He fought three men off as they
attackedhimfor fivewholeminutes.All
the time they were asking for money.”
Police believe that the men used a

silver Volkswagen cabriolet and have
appealed for anyone with information
to come forward.

Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent

Williams
had early
Parkinson’s,
says widow

Robin Williams had had early-stage
Parkinson’s disease diagnosed before
he committed suicide, his widow
revealed last night.
Susan Schneider dismissed reports

that her husband had resumed drink-
ing before he was found dead at their
home near San Francisco on Monday.
She said in a statement: “Robin’s

sobriety was intact and he was brave as
he struggled with his own battles of
depression, anxiety, as well as early
stages of Parkinson’s disease.”
Ms Schneider said that Williams —

whose stand-up routines were fuelled
by an extraordinary mental and physi-
cal agility — had not been ready to
sharehisParkinson’sdiagnosispublicly.
She expressed gratitude for “the tre-

mendous outpouring of affection and
admiration” in the wake of his death.
“Whether he was entertaining mil-

lions on stage, film or television, our
troops on the front lines, or comforting
a sick child, Robin wanted us to laugh
and to feel less afraid,” she said.
Parkinson’s disease is a progressive

neurological condition. The main
symptoms include tremors, rigidity and
a slowness of movement. There is no
cure and it is not understood why
people get the condition.
Speculation over what led Williams,

who was 63, to take his own life has
raged all week. Sources close to the
actor dismissed reports that he had
been struggling financially.
“You and I wish that we had the

money problems Robin struggled
with,” one long-time confidant said.
People who had worked closely with

him also disputed the idea that he was
discouraged at the prospect of return-
ing toHollywood,ordepressedbyplans
tomake a sequel to the hit comedyMrs
Doubtfire. “They hadn’t even finished
the Doubtfire script,” a person close to
the actor said.
InMillValley, close towherehe lived,

residents said that he had been seen
around town several times in the past
few weeks, walking his dog, Leonard.

Sir Cliff says sex
abuse allegation
‘completely false’

He has sung for the Queen, endeared
himself to crowds at Wimbledon
and has achieved international fame
as one of Britain’s most successful
recording artists.
Yesterday, however, Sir Cliff Richard

was left reeling from a three-
decade-old allegation of sexual abuse.
The pop star was at his luxury home

in the Algarve when he heard the news
that detectives had produced awarrant
to enter his penthouse flat near Ascot,
Berkshire.
Eight plain-clothes police officers

spentmore than five hours at the prop-
erty, within a gated community, and
were seen removing belongings.
The alleged victim, aged under 16 at

the time, said he was assaulted by Sir
Cliff after the singer performed as a
guest at a Billy Graham rally at the
Bramall Lane stadium of Sheffield
United FC in June 1985. The American
Christian evangelist held a number of
rallies andSirCliff, a committedChrist-
ian, alsoperformed inBirminghamthat
year. At that event he spoke of how im-
portant his faith had become to him.
In a statement yesterdaySirCliff said

that the allegation was “completely

false”, and alsomade reference to inter-
net rumours about “historical impro-
priety” which have been circulating for
months. He said they were also false.
SirCliff,whowasknighted in 1995 for

his services to showbusiness and for his
charitable work, has long faced specu-
lationabouthis sexuality.Heexpressed
frustration about the conjecture in his
2008 autobiography, My Life, My Way,
writing that he was “sick to death” of it.
He also spoke for the first time about

his close relationship with Father John
McElynn, a former Roman Catholic
priest, who looks after his property
portfolio and charitable projects.
Sir Cliff wrote: “He has become a

companion, which is great because I
don’t like living alone, even now.”
The singer, who was born Harry

Webb in Lucknow, India, in 1940 has
been enormously popular in Britain
sinceMove It, his breakthrough record
in 1958 with the Shadows, his backing
group.He is theonly singer tohaveNo1
hits in five consecutive decades. He has
sold 21.5 million singles, more than any
other male British artist.
Sir Cliff, whose hits include Living

Doll, Summer Holiday and Con-
gratulations, has twice represented the
UK in the Eurovision song contest and
performed at the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee concert in 2012.
His name has also become synony-

mous with the Wimbledon Tennis
Championships, where he has regular-
ly appeared as a spectator and has even
entertained the crowds. He is the latest
in a string of high-profile names to be

investigated in the wake of the Jimmy
Savile abuse scandal.
Sir Cliff, 73, who denies wrongdoing,

had been on holiday in Algarve and
spoke with the local Kiss FM radio sta-
tion a few days ago. He described him-
self as “fit and well and doing my best”.
A fundraising event was held at his
local vineyard last week, where he
played a charity gig and raised thou-
sands of pounds.
It was not known yesterday whether

detectives want to carry out searches

on the singer’s properties inPortugal or
Barbados, although they wish to speak
to him about the allegation.
It was reported yesterday that police

were initially contacted by a third party
late last year. The allegation was origi-
nally made to Scotland Yard’s Opera-
tion Yewtree, the investigation which
was launched after revelations of wide-
spread abuse by Savile, the late BBC
presenter. Yewtree detectives are not
involved in the case,whichwas referred
to South Yorkshire police.

Eight plain-clothes
police officers spend
five hours at singer’s
penthouse flat,
writes Fiona Hamilton

Sir Cliff Richard heard news of the police warrant while on holiday in the Algarve.
It is not known whether detectives want to search his Barbados property, top left
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Paul Kohler with his wife, Samantha,
and daughter Eloise, who dialled 999
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Rapper in £1m council flat
was terrorist suspect’s son

A world apart, but united

When the rapper L Jinny sang about
the arrest of his father, listeners might
have assumed that he was expressing
the tensions of a deprived youth on a
London estate (David Brown writes).
“I swear the day they came and took

mydaddy I couldhavekilled the copper
too,” he shouted in the video for The
Beginning.
“Back then I was six, imagining what

I would do now with a load stick
(gun) . . . violate my brothers I would fill
you with lead.”
What listeners did not realise was

that the rapper, realnameAbdel-Majed
Abdel Bary, was the son of one of the
world’s most wanted terrorist suspects,
whowas livingwith his family on bene-
fits in a £1million council house.
Although his music was considered

good enough to be broadcast on BBC
Radio 1, his dreams of rap stardom
ended last summer when he left the
country that had given his family
sanctuary to join Islamic extremists
fighting in Syria and Iraq.
This week he appeared to be photo-

graphed clutching the severed head of
an opponent in the city of Raqqa in
northeast Syria.
Bary, now 24, arrived in Britain from

Egypt with his mother, Ragga Mo-
hamed, and two siblings in 1993. She
had three more children. The family

was later given a large flat in a stucco-
fronted house in Maida Vale, one of
London’s most expensive areas.
The rapper’s father, Adel Abdul Bary,

had arrived in Britain in 1987 and was
granted political asylum after being
repeatedly imprisoned for his Islamist
activities in Egypt. Soon after arriving
in London, Adel Bary allegedly set up
the media office of a then little-known
group called al-Qaeda.
He was arrested in 1998 for alleged

involvement in the al-Qaeda bombings
of American embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania in which 231 people were
killed. He was released but rearrested
the following year after the United
States requested his extradition.
After a legal battle costing hundreds

of thousands of pounds, Abel Bary was
extradited inOctober 2012.He is await-
ing trial in New York on 284 charges,
including the embassy bombings and
conspiracy to murder.
While Abel Bary was awaiting extra-

dition, his wife tookmost of their child-

ren out of school and decided to teach
themat home.Aneighbour said yester-
day: “Abdel and his brother wore west-
ern clothes, but they wouldn’t drink or
smoke. They were serious about their
religion—once theywouldn’t eat some
bacon-flavoured crisps when we
offered them some.
“They would always speak in Arabic

to eachother, theyalwaysappeared like
a conservative family, but theywouldn’t
stop to talk much or tell you about
themselves.”
A fewyears agoBarybecamea small-

time star on the grime scene in west
London and featured in dozens of ama-
teur rap videos. In one he appears out-
side the Bank of England criticising
capitalism and in another he pledges
loyalty to the Anonymous hacking
group. Friends said that he was radical-
ised by extremists he met after attend-
ing meetings organised by Anjem
Choudary, a radical preacher and
former head of the now banned group
Islam4UK. Mr Choudary yesterday
admitted thatBaryhadbeen todemon-
strations organised by his group but
denied knowing him personally. “I
know he did come to some demonstra-
tions we had about his father being
extradited to the US and held without
trial,” he said. “I have seen it printed
that I knowhowhewas radicalised and
who did it, but that is not the case.”
On July 1 last year Bary announced

on Twitter that he was turning his back
on hismusic career, writing: “I have left
everything for the sake of Allah.”
He adopted the name Abu Kalash-

nikov and soon afterwards joined the
Islamist forces attempting to over-
throw the regime of President Assad in
Syria. He boasted about his willingness
to die for Allah and criticised the “key-
boardwarriors”whohad not joined the
jihad alongside what is now called the
Islamic State.
InMarch he complained how he and

another British jihadist had been kid-
napped, tortured and robbed of their
money, telephones and guns by rival
opposition groups. Three months later
he protested after police raided the
family home during a “Syria-related
investigation”.
He warned that the increasingly

brutal conflict in Syria would come to
thewest,writing: “The lions are coming
for you filthy kuffs [infidels] . . . behead-
ings in your own back yard.”
Itwas tobeanappallingportentofhis

own actions. OnWednesday he posted
a picture of himself clutching the dis-
embodied head of an opponent with
the caption “Chillin’ with my homie or
what’s left of him”.Another photograph
featured two decapitated bodies and
four severed heads stuck on spikeswith
the caption: “It is beautiful when you
see Allah’s law’s implemented.”
YesterdayTheresaMaywas urged by

KeithVaz, chairmanof thehomeaffairs
select committee, to remove British
citizenship from jihadists who commit-
ted atrocities while fighting with
Islamic State forces in Iraq and Syria.
The home secretary has also been
advised to stop seeking the return of
British terrorism suspects captured
abroad and to leave them to face justice
in the country where they operated.
Yazidi reveal tales of horror, page 30

London

UK suffering from lack of intelligence
Deborah Haynes Defence Editor

Britain has suffered an intelligence gap
in Iraq since withdrawing troops and
should rebuild its ability to combat
jihadists who pose a threat to the UK,
two former SAS commanders said.
British special forces should be in-

volved in a joint counter-terrorism ef-
fortwith Iraqand theUSaimedat iden-
tifying members of the Islamic State
who need to be captured or killed, said
Lieutenant-Colonel Richard Williams,
a former SAS commanding officer.
“The primary threat that we should

focus upon are the threats to the UK
and its citizens — the export of Isis
[Islamic State] terrorism to the UK.
This must be stopped,” he said.
David Cameron has faced criticism

over Britain’s “embarrassing” response

to the crisis in northern Iraq after a re-
fugee rescue mission announced on
Wednesday was called off hours later.
The primeminister had claimed that

“detailed planning” was under way to
rescue up to 35,000 refugees from the
Sinjar mountain. Hours later the US
said that the mission was off after it
turnedout thatmost of the families had
already left.
ColonelWilliamssaid that theconfu-

sion was indicative of a wider problem
of poor intelligence that needed fixing.
“The UK could reinforce any ongo-

ing [counter-terrorism] efforts to better
understand the structure and nature of
the Isis ‘government’ and its paramili-
tary forces, plus their intentions,” he
said. “This would involve intelligence-
gathering and the establishment of an
Isis-focused joint intelligence and tar-

geting centre based somewhere in the
region and ideally in Iraq alongside the
Iraqi forces and intelligence.”
David Cameron has so far resisted

calls for Britain to launch combat
operations in Iraq.
Lieutenant-General Graeme Lamb,

who was a pivotal figure in a US-led
effort to tackle al-Qaeda in Iraq seven
years ago, said that there had been an
“intelligence and information gap”
since the last remaining British and US
forces left the country three years ago.
“This needs to be corrected so we

understand who, where, what, when
and why,” he said.
The capture of swathes of the north

of the country by fighters from the
Islamic State, in a rapid advance that
saw Iraqi army posts crumble, caught
the West by surprise.

Bary’s family were given a council
house in an exclusive part of London Abdel-Majed Abdel Bary gave up his rap career to join Islamist forces attempting to overthrow President Assad in Syria
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by love of jihad savagery
Happy family
who shunned
neighbours
The picture of a young Australian boy,
photographed by his father in Syria,
holding up the severedheadof a soldier
has shocked the world (writes Bernard
Lagan in Sydney).
The seven-year-old’s unsmiling

expression suggests an anxiousness to
please his parent, Khaled Sharrouf,
who posted the imagewith the caption:
“That’s my boy!”
Apparently taken in the eastern Syri-

an cityofRaqqa, capital of the caliphate
declared by the Islamic State (Isis), the
image has caused soul-searching
among Australians, who have ques-
tionedhowoneof their own could have
exposed his child to such depravity and
taken his family to a war zone.
Yesterday neighbours in a western

Sydney suburb where Sharrouf and his
family lived before he absconded to
Syria, describedhimascagey, antisocial
and oversensitive but said that his
children appeared happy and content.
Sharrouf, 33, lived in amodest rented

house with Tara Nettleton, his Anglo-
Australian wife whom he had met at
Chester Hill High school near by. Long
a home to white Australian working-
class families, it has become a base for a
burgeoning Muslim population.
At 17, and barely out of school, Tara,

the daughter of a truck driver, had
Sharrouf’s first child, a girl. Shemarried
him despite strong family opposition
and converted to Islam. By the time the
young family arrived in Bradley Cres-

from extremism and he
served less than four
years before his release in
2011.
Australian authorities,
who feared that Shar-
roufmight try to join
extreme Islamic
groups, seized his
passport. But last
December he fled
using his brother’s
passport. Tara and

the children travelled ahead to Malay-
sia. They had return tickets — to allay
any suspicions. But once Sharrouf ar-
rived in Syria, they joined him.
He is now one of about 150 Austra-

lians believed to be involved in theSyri-
an conflict with about 60 fighting
alongside Islamic Front forces.
A return to Australia would mean

Sharrouf being jailed. It might also
break up his family should authorities
take thechildrenaway in the lightof the
gruesome pictures he posted.

schizophrenic simpleton, a foot soldier
whose mental condition was exacer-
bated by heavy teenage drug use. He
was described as a troubled and angry
young man whose father had
abandoned the family.
The judge accepted de-

fence claims that Shar-
rouf was moving away

cent in around 2003, they had three
children. Two more would follow. For
Joyce Spedding, 84, the Sharroufs’
arrival next door was something of a
tonic. Living alone following the death
of her husband, she enjoyed the laugh-
ter of the children, their frequent greet-
ings, and watching them play. “The
children were cared for. They were
happy living there,” she said.
Tara’s mother, Karen, would drop in

frequently to look after the children or
mow the lawn. Mrs Spedding would
often see Tara and her mother sitting
outside at the back of the house, watch-
ing the children play. “The kidswere al-
ways calling out to me. They were very
friendly,” Mrs Spedding said. The
family also had many cats — so many
that Mrs Spedding asked Sharrouf to
boardupholes in the fence. “WhenIam
ready,” he told her. He never did— and
never spoke to her again.
She exchanged pleasantries with

Tara until she, too, abruptly cut off con-
tact.MrsSpedding said: “Tara cameout
of the front of thehouse. Shehadon the
black gown of her religion. I said to her,
‘You are too pretty to wear something
like that’. ”Tara turnedaroundand they
never spoke again.
There were other signs the lives of

the family were changing. Young men
would gather in the back yard and pray
with Sharrouf. Other neighbours said
he kept late hours, arriving home after
4am and shouting to Tara to let him in.
Lateonenight in 2005, police cars ar-

rived with helicopters shining flood-
lights into Sharrouf’s house before offi-
cers bundled him out. He was accused
of taking part in a terrorist conspiracy
and charged along with 17 other men.
Theganghad stockpiled28,000 rounds
of ammunition, at least a dozen high
powered rifles, chemicals, bomb mak-
ing recipes andmaterials, and reams of
jihadist propaganda including behead-
ing videos and extremist preachings.
Most were jailed for many years, ex-

cept Sharrouf, who was portrayed as a

Khaled Sharrouf
lived in a working-
class Sydney suburb

Sydney

Khaled Sharrouf’s children were “very friendly”, said a neighbour in Sydney
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Adedicated
student who
dropped only 14

marks out of 1,600
across her four
A levels is celebrating
after achieving her
dream of gaining a
place to study at
Cambridge.
Tabitha Jackson

gained A* grades in
English, Spanish, Latin
and French averaging
99 per cent over the
four subjects and will
go on to study
medieval and modern
languages at Trinity
Hall next year.
Miss Jackson, 18,

from Brighton, East
Sussex, will first take a
gap year when she will
work as an intern for
Thomson Reuters in
Paris and Madrid.
Miss Jackson won

joint first in the
Trinity Hall medieval
and modern languages
essay writing
competition last year
and has been accepted
by the McKinsey
Leadership Academy.
The pupil, who

studied at Brighton
College, an
independent school,
said: “I am really
chuffed, I couldn’t
have worked any
harder for them. I
have always wanted to
study at Cambridge
and I have always
believed that putting
your best foot forward
is the best way to go
about things.”
Brighton College is

ranked as England’s
highest performing co-
educational school by
The Sunday Times
following last year’s
academic results.
This year, its

students achieved a
record 75 per cent of
grades at A*-A, with
27 pupils securing
places at Oxford or
Cambridge.

Downgrading AS levels could damage
the university prospects of almost one
in five teenagers who go on to get good
grades, research suggests.
Thousands of “late starter” pupils do

badly in GCSEs but go on to perform
well atAS level, impressing universities
with their potential.
A study by the University of Bristol

found that 18.5 per cent of those who
probably would not have received an
offer from selective universities, based
on their GCSE results, did well enough
at AS levels to secure a place.
Thegovernment is reforming further

education, meaning that AS levels will
not count towards A levels and cannot
be used by universities as an indicator
of how well a candidate will do.
According to theUniversity ofBristol

study, this reformwas based on “shaky”
evidence and flawed data analysis.
David Laws, the schools minister,

commissioned research to see whether

GCSE results were as good as AS levels
at predicting whether students would
go on to achieve a 2:1 or above at uni-
versity. The results, published last year,
found that degree performance could
bepredicted to a similar level of accura-
cy based on GCSE results alone.
A spokesman for the University of

Bristol said: “The study of 88,000
students who graduated in 2011 was
used to justify the Department for
Education’s reform of AS levels.
“However, when researchers from

Bristol University took a closer look at
the exact same set of data, which took a
year to be sent under a freedom of
information request, they identified
missing data, sample bias and poor
research design.”
Professor Ron Johnston, professor of

geography at Bristol, said: “The
students included in the analyses were
not representative of all who graduated
in 2011 — many of those doing science
andengineeringwereexcluded, aswere
all of those doing medicine and the
great majority of those who attended

Scottish schools and universities. The
analyses included students who should
have been excluded because of incom-
plete data, the modelling strategy was
inappropriate and some of the findings
nonsensical.”
Researchers concluded that 18.5 per

cent of students who fared better in
their AS levels than in their GCSEs
might not have received an offer of a
university place, especially one with
high entrance standards, based on their
GCSE performance alone.
Professor Johnston said: “If offers are

to be made with quantitative evidence
for GCSE performance only, then our
re-interpretation of the DfE’s data
suggests that as many as one in five
students may be disappointed because
their improvement in the following
year cannot be taken into account.
“A policy based on such evidence

seems backward rather than forward-
looking, whatever the ‘intellectual’
arguments for abolishing AS levels
and returning to the pre-1990s A level
model.”

Maths is first choice
as pupils return to
traditional subjects
Maths and sciences are enjoying a
surge in popularity, as A-level pupils
turn to traditional academic subjects to
boost their chancesofauniversityplace
and a good career.
Employers and scientists welcomed

the resurgence in so-called facilitating
subjects at A level, particularly maths,
which overtook English literature to
become the most popular A level.
Despite its reputation as one of the

hardestA levels, 88,816 candidates took
the subject this summer, upalmost 1 per
cent on last year and representing al-
most 11 per cent of total A-level entries.
Furthermaths, which has a fearsome

reputation among teenagers but is a
gateway to studying maths-related de-
grees at top universities, enjoyed a
larger boost with entries up 1.5 per cent
to 14,028 after a successful campaign to
extend its teaching in state schools.
Maths owed its position as the most

popularA level, inpart, toa slumpof4.6
per cent in pupils studying English.
Hundreds of teenagers appear to have
givenupon the subject after thecontro-
versy over grade boundary changes
within GCSEEnglish two years ago.
Chemistry and physics, which trail

biology in popularity, also rallied.
Chemistry overtook history to become
the fifth most common A level, with
51,818 entries, up 3.3 per cent. Physics
entries rose by a similar amount with
35,569 candidates.
Sarah Main, director of the Cam-

paign for Science andEngineering, said
Britain urgently needed more young
people skilled in maths and science.
She said: “The future looks like one

where every job will benefit from skills
learnt through science and maths sub-
jects: analysis, critical thinking and
combining creativity with tech know-
how. However, we still have a lot to do
to encourage young people from all
walks of life to benefit from the oppor-
tunities that developing maths, science
and engineering skills offers.”

Engineering companies said that,
although the figureswerewelcome, too
few girls were still studying maths and,
especially, physics.
“Maths and physics are crucial gate-

way subjects and vital to the industry
and economy as a whole,” said Jayne
Hall, policy adviser at the Institution of
Engineering and Technology.
“Students are aware of the import-

ance of A-level maths to starting a
career inengineering, but theperceived
importance of physics is much lower.”
Geography, economics, further

maths and classics were also up while
entries plunged in several so-called
“soft” subjects such as general studies,
physical education, critical thinking
and political studies.
Numbers of teenagers who took sep-

arate dissertation-style qualifications,
known as the extended project, also
surged again by 9.4 per cent from last
year to 33,245. These are favoured by
many leading universities as prepara-
tion for undergraduate study.
The revival in academic A levels was

moremarked still among teenagers sit-
ting AS level. They were the first to
make GCSE choices after Michael
Gove, the former education secretary,
introduced the English Baccalaureate
to encourage core subjects. It appears
tohavehadaknock-oneffect toA-level
selection, as he hoped.
There were double digit rises in AS-

level entries in geography, history and
Spanish, while English, economics and
further maths also increased strongly,
although music slumped in popularity
by almost 5 per cent.
Lesley Davies, vice-president of

Pearson, which owns theEdexcel exam
board, said: “What’s really interesting
to see this year is that, ifwe lookat entry
patterns, students are planning for a
career, not a job.
“Young people know it’s a competi-

tive world out there, and they are
choosing a blend of subjects and
qualifications to equip them with the
skills to succeed.”

Top tenA-level subjects
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1 (2) Maths 88,816 10.6%

2 (1) English 85,336 10.2%

3 (3) Biology 64,070 7.6%

4 (4) Psychology 54,818 6.5%

5 (6) Chemistry 53,513 6.4%

6 (5) History 52,131 6.2%

7 (7) Art and design 44,922 5.4%

8 (8) Physics 36,701 4.4%

9 (9) Geography 33,007 3.9%

10 (11) Sociology 30,594 3.6%

Source: Joint Council for Qualifications
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Greg Hurst Education Editor

Late starters hurt by AS-level reform
Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

C lare Rees-
Zimmerman
results mean

she now has eight
A* A levels. The
18-year-old, from
Sheffield High
School, this year
achieved A* grades
in biology, chemist
physics, additional
further maths and
Russian.
At the age of 16

was awarded A*
grades in maths,

further maths and
music. She also has an
A grade in French.
Miss Rees-

Zimmerman was

granted an
unconditional offer to
read chemical
engineering via
natural sciences at
Trinity College,
Cambridge.

levels,
combined with an AS

critical
an extended

project and
baccalaureate

qualification, give her
1,370 Ucas
1,000 more
equivalent of
grades.
as academic

qualifications, she is
anding
and has

Grade 8 in
viola and

piano with
distinction.

Cambridge
place for
girl who
scored 99%

Student’s
exam haul
proves an
all-star act

Zimmerman’s
mean
eight

grades
emistry,

additional
and

16 she

Cambridge.
Her A lev

combined
level in cr
thinking,
special project
another baccala
qualification,
a total of 1,37
points —
than the equiv
three A grades.
As well

qualifications,
an outstanding
musician
passed Grade

violin,
piano
distinction.

act
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their legs. Mr Njie
began training with
the armed forces in
2008 before joining
the Mercian regiment.
He served in the

Falklands, Kenya,
Cyprus and
Afghanistan, before
leaving the regiment
after his injury to
become a student.
“I am delighted with

my results as I was
determined to get the
grades I needed to go
on and read business
at university. It’s nice
to see all my hard
work over the past
couple of years finally
pay off,” said Mr Njie.
“My teachers have

given me lots of
support and advice
throughout my time
[at college], which has
helped me fit back
into civilian life.
“It has been a long-

held ambition of mine
to go to university, and
I would be the first of
my family to pursue
that dream.
“When I finish my

degree, I want to do
voluntary work for
two years as I would
like to give back to the
community before
focusing on a career in
business.”
Stephen Robinson,

principal at Abbey
College, said: “We are
thrilled that he has
been rewarded with an
excellent set of results,
and that these are a
testament to his
dedication to learning
and ongoing
commitment to his
community.”

‘that’s it, I want to be a
pilot’.
“In Iraq there are

no women pilots, so
if I do I will be the
first Kurdish female
pilot.”
Miss Abdulsalam

has been awarded a
£3,000 bursary from
an asset-managing
company, and said:
“It means a lot
because I live in a
council flat.
“Money doesn’t

come easy. I wouldn’t
know where to get a
loan from. It’s really
beneficial for me.
“I want to retire

early and then
organise my own
charity, to help people
who are looking after
someone who is ill.”

look after her mother,
who had cancer, while
studying for her A
levels and wants
to set up a charity
to help teenagers
in a similar

situation.
She said: “My

uncle is a pilot. He
used to tell me about
planes and how fun it
was. I joined the air
cadets and I started
flying solo and felt

the thrill of it,
and said

Stiff competition
for students with
the best grades
A scramble for university places began
yesterday as students armed with
record numbers of A* grades vied for
degree courses.
Competition for the best students

created turbulence in the market with
leading universities, which would not
haveparticipated in theclearing system
several years ago, offering places.
A drop in the population of 18-year-

olds and the creation of 30,000 extra
university places meant students who
didbetter thanexpected could tradeup.
Courses listed on the Universities

and Colleges Admissions Service
(Ucas) had 4.3 million views by mid-
afternoon yesterday.
Russell Group universities offering

places included Cardiff. A spokes-
woman said that the university had re-
ceived several thousand inquiries
through its clearing centre. It had
places last night onmore than 70cours-
es including biosciences, civil engineer-
ing, archaeology, Italian, German and
astrophysics.
Warwick University had also been

busy, offering more than 250 places
through clearing by mid-afternoon.
The courses with most places on offer
included German, Spanish, Italian,
history, history of art, psychology,
philosophy, engineering, sociology, film
and TV studies, and life sciences.
WhileWarwickhadnot reservedany

places for adjustment—when students
who achieve better than expected
grades try to “trade up” to a more pres-
tigious university — it said it would
consider adjustment entries for “excep-
tionally well-qualified students”.
Newcastle University said it was

“pleased with the number of high-
achieving students” it had secured
through clearing. It said it had received
more applications than ever before.
Courses still available included

Chinese/Japanese and cultural studies,
marine biology and oceanography,
politics and economics, and surveying
and mapping science.
The number of people going to

university this autumn is expected to
exceed 500,000 for the first time, with
many more places at leading universi-
ties than ever before.
Bymidnight onWednesday, 396,990

applicants had confirmed places from
Britishuniversities, up threepercenton
last year’s figure.Of these, 352,590 got a
place at their first-choice institution, a
two per cent increase on last year.
Early figures showed that 103,970

A-level students were awaiting deci-
sions on university applications or
looking for places, 5 per centmore than
last year. Ucas recorded almost one
million attempts to log into its Track
system, which shows candidates
whether their application has been
confirmed or rejected.
Mary Curnock Cook, chief executive

of Ucas, said: “The numbers are a
reflection of the continuing strong
demand for higher education. A
combination of extra places available
and the falling population of 18-year-
olds means that students are in a
good position to secure a place this
year.”
The clearing website suggests that

students with no university offers
should talk to an adviser at their school
or college to discuss alternative courses
or subjects. It says: “Consider different
subjects— you don’t have to stick with
youroriginal ideas.Theonline list is up-
dated continually, you might not find
the exact unis/colleges/courses you’re
looking for — some might be full, but
some might get vacancies later on so
keep checking back.
“Talk to any unis or colleges you’re

interested in—ask if they’d accept you,
they might reconsider you even if you
applied to them earlier in the year. Get
informal offers over the phone.”

Nicola Woolcock, Jasmine Horsey,
Vicky Forster

Record number to take
up a place at university
Continued from page 1
higher education was likely to widen
as four fifths of the extra acceptances
this year were from women. Male
applicants accepted 172,420 places and
women 224,570.
Greg Clark, the universities minister,

hailed the figures, saying: “Lastyear the
chancellor agreed to remove the cap on
the number of university places so that
no bright person who wants to study
hard and get on need be turned away.
“We have worked hard to get the

message across that, with no up-front
cost in going to university, everyone
capable of it can aspire to higher
education.”
Lee ElliotMajor, director of develop-

ment at the Sutton Trust, an education
charity that opposed tuition fees of
£9,000, said that the richest candidates
were still almost ten times more likely
to go to a top university.
“We shouldn’t lose sight of the huge

gap that remains between the likeli-
hood of a disadvantaged student
attending university compared with
one from a more privileged back-
ground,” he said. “This is particularly
true of the most selective universities.”
The Labour MP Adrian Bailey,

chairman of the Commons business
select committee, warned of a crisis in
university funding. “It would appear
that people from low-income back-
grounds are not being deterred by the
level of debt incurred, and it may well
be because relatively few seem to be
paying thatmuchof it back anyway,” he
said. “The funding model is . . . under
huge pressure and at tipping point.”
The Lib Dems used the figures

as vindication of its decision to push
ahead with the trebling of tuition
fees. Simon Wright, the party’s
backbench education spokesman, said:
“This news is a huge boost to Liberal
Democrats’ efforts to build a fairer
society and to create opportunities
for everyone, regardless of their back-
ground.”
Mary Curnock Cook, the Ucas chief

executive, said: “It is wonderful to be
able to report the success that univer-
sities and colleges have had in
recruiting record numbers of well-
qualified students from disadvantaged
backgrounds. However, I would
like to see more focus on educational
achievement for boys through primary
and secondary education to support
improved access to higher education.”

Asoldier who lost
both legs in
Afghanistan has

become the first in his
family to go to
university.
Pa Njie, 24, suffered

horrific injuries after
stepping on an IED
while on patrol in
Helmand Province in
2010 and later
underwent intensive
rehabilitation at
Queen Elizabeth
Hospital in
Birmingham.
He has now gained

an A* grade in
business studies and C
grades in accounting
and economics, at
Abbey College
Birmingham, and will
now go on to realise
his dream of studying
business at Aston
University.
He picked up his

results online as he is
away in America,
providing advice and
support to other
servicemen and
women who have lost

A teenager from
an academy in
south London

hopes to become the
first female Kurdish
commercial pilot.
Aaisha Abdulsalam

passed maths and art
& design A levels at
Ark Putney and will
start a degree in
aviation pilot
studies at
Buckinghamshire
New University.
She helped to

Family first
for soldier
who lost legs
in Helmand

High flyer
hopes to set
up charity
for helpers

GARETH FULLER / PA
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Eastenders are Oxbridge bound as

The first sixth-form free school, which
opened twoyearsago inoneof themost
deprived areas of London, has achieved
outstanding results despite most of its
pupils coming from disadvantaged
backgrounds.
It is a boost for supporters of free

schools, the independent state schools
that are set up by parents, teachers or
community groups.
The London Academy of Excellence

in Newham, east London, was estab-
lished by eight independent schools,
including Brighton College and Eton.
More than a third of LAE’s 159 A-level
candidates have secured places at lead-
ing Russell Group universities and four
are going to Oxford or Cambridge.
In2010only three teenagers fromthe

whole of Newham won Oxbridge
places and in 2011 just 39 sixth-formers

fromtheboroughwereofferedplacesat
Russell Group universities. It was the
new school’s stated aim to change this.
The school teaches only traditionally

academic A levels, which are preferred
by admissions tutors for the most com-
petitive courses at leading universities.
Two fifths of LAE’s candidates

achieved three A levels at grades AAB
this year, compared with 2.7 per cent of
Newham sixth-formers and 10.4 per
cent nationally in 2012, the latest year
for which figures are available.
Ninety per cent of the school’s pupils

live in the most deprived 20 per cent of
postcodes in the country, and three of
the four successful Oxbridge candi-
dates come from the most deprived
band of the main government index.
Two qualify for bursary payments from
the Department for Education.
Onkar Singh is going to Cambridge

to study modern languages. His inter-
view at the universitywas conducted in
Portuguese, a language that he taught
himself.He achieved threeA* grades in
French, history and Spanish, and also
learnt Italian. William Sorflaten also
has a place at Cambridge, to study En-
glish. He achieved two A* grades and
anA inEnglish, French and geography.

Audrey Walela is going to Oxford to
study human sciences after being
awarded an A* and two A grades in bi-
ology, chemistry and economics. She
will be joined at Oxford by Amina Ali,
who is going to study chemistry after
achieving A*s in chemistry and maths,
and A grades in English and biology.
The school said that much of the

credit for its success should be given to
local schools in the borough, where
pupils achievedexcellentGCSEresults.
JohnWeeks,headmasterofLAE, said

that 87 per cent of its leaverswere going
to university, with 68 going to Russell
Group institutions. Among the success
stories were Gvidas and Lukas Girza-
das, twins who did much better than
expected andwere now hoping to go to
the University of Bristol.
Mr Weeks said: “The key to our

success is the link with independent
schools. There are a lot of good 11-to-16
schools in the borough but very few
could facilitate A levels. Pupils that
were academicwerehaving to leave the
borough, and the ones that couldn’t
afford to travel would do local courses
that weren’t as academic.
“This year’s results show there was a

gap in themarket.We’ve now got 1,000

applications for 250 places for this
September. There’s a real cachet com-
ing here, and this first cohort really
bought into the ideawhen therewas no
building, no teachers and no track
record — they took that leap of faith.”
The independent schools had loaned

teachers for one day a week and
provided coaching for university inter-
views, while LAE pupils formed a
buddy system with their independent
school peers. LAE also provided inter-
view coaching sessions for Eton and
Brighton pupils to provide a more
rounded experience.
MrWeeks said that the results “blew

out of the water” those who believed
that children from deprived back-
grounds couldnot succeedacademical-
ly. He said that the school had worked
around issues such as pupils being the
maincarer for familymembersor living
in homes with a dozen relatives.
Other schools that achieved

impressive results included the City of
London Academy in Southwark, south
London. Half of its students achieved
A* to B grades and 7 in 10 had A* to C.
Its head boy will be the first student
from the academy to attend the
University of Cambridge.

Inside today

The slight fall in passes
for A levels is good
news because exams
are getting tougher
and more academic
Leading article, page 20

A pioneer academy is
celebrating the fruits of
its ambition for pupils
of all backgrounds,
writes Nicola Woolcock

Online today

A level results Good
University Guide and
school performances
region by region

On tablet and at thetimes.co.uk/gug
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Success times two: Gvidas Girzadas and his twin, Lukas, were among many pupils at the London Academy of Excellence
who were celebrating outstanding A-level results yesterday. They hope to win places at the University of Bristol

Disappointing grades?
Don’t worry, there could
still be good news ahead
Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

Any teenagers despairing of disap-
pointing A-level results today
should remember that not every
successful person did well in their
exams.
Jon Snow, the television

presenter, failed in history
and geography , got a C in
English, then second
time round achieved a
DineconomicsandanE
in law. David Miliband

not only lost out in the Labour leader-
ship contest against his brother, he did
worse in hisA levels, achieving threeBs

and a D grade in physics.
EdMiliband was awarded two As

and two Bs, while David Cameron
had threeAs inhistory,historyofart
and economics.

The Duke of Cambridge
achieved a solid A in geo-
graphy, B in art and C in
biology, and the author JK
RowlinghadAgrades inEn-
glish and French, and a B in
German.

Brian May, the guitarist
with the band Queen,
secured two A grades
and a B in pure maths,
applied maths and
physics.

David Miliband,
president of the
International Rescue
Committee, failed to
pick up an A grade

free school leaps up the rankings

Hana Barzinji, 18,
an aspiring
doctor who fled

Iraq at the age of 6,
wants to “give back” to
Britain after she
achieved three A*
grades. She will now
study medicine at
Manchester
University.
Her

parents, both
teachers,
decided
that their
homeland was
too volatile to bring
up children. Her father
travelled to the UK in
2000 to do any odd job
he could find and is
now studying
computing at
Bolton University. Her
mother, now a
teaching assistant at a
primary school,
followed with her two
children in 2002.
Ms Barzinji, above,

said: “My parents
wanted a safer
environment for their

children to grow
up in.” The
family has
settled in
Norden,
Rochdale,
and have a
third child.
Ms Barzinji,

who went to
Rochdale Sixth Form
College and will be the
first in her family to go
to university, said: “I
spoke to my mum after
I opened my results
and she was ecstatic. It
will make them proud,
but it is a great feeling
of satisfaction for
myself predominately.
“I am really grateful

to this country for
providing the
opportunity.”

Twin sisters from
Birmingham
have achieved

formidable results
and will now go their
different ways — one to
Oxford and the other to
Cambridge.

Jenny and
Carrie
Soderman, 18,
from King
Edward VI
High School
for Girls,
secured an

impressive tally
of grades.

Carrie will read
natural sciences at St
John’s College,
Cambridge, after
achieving A* grades in
maths, further maths,
physics, chemistry,
geography, general
studies and an
extended project.
Jenny will study

chemistry at Christ
Church, Oxford. She
achieved A*s in maths,
further maths, physics,
chemistry, Latin and an
extended project.
Both were awarded

distinctions in their
AQA baccalaureate,
which includes 100
hours of community
service.
They won gold

awards in this year’s
national chemistry
olympiad, have
represented the West
Midlands at hockey,
and play tennis and sail
to a high level.
Carrie said: “We’ve

always revised together
and encouraged one
another, as well as
playing a lot of sport
together, so it’ll be
weird to be at different
universities — but we’ll
still see lots of each
other.”

A leukaemia
sufferer who
once took an

exam in hospital
before going straight
into the operating
theatre was yesterday
celebrating winning a
place at university.
Samantha Adams,

18, from Darlington,
has undergone years of
treatment and at one
time was so ill that her
mother feared she
might not pull
through.
Instead, she has won

a place at Leeds
Trinity University to
study psychology and
child development.
The Carmel College

student gained a C in
art, design and
photography at A level,
and earned
distinctions in BTECs
for childcare, and
health and social care.
Earlier in her

treatment, she took a
GCSE in English
literature at the Royal
Victoria
Infirmary,
Newcastle,
before
undergoing a
biopsy on
her lungs.
Samantha,

right, who is
now in remission,
said: “I feel really
good. The studying has
helped to take my
mind off my illness and
influenced what I
would like to do in the
future: work with
children.”
Her mother, Linda

Grantham, said: “She
is everything to me
and she has done
fantastically well. I
don’t think any mum
could be prouder.”

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER JACK HILL

Jenny and Carrie Soderman: they revised together and supported one another

Family tell
of pride at
cancer girl’s
success

I want to
give back to
UK, says
Iraq student

Twins go
separate
ways at
Oxbridge

South leads the north again

A stark north-south divide was
highlighted by the A-level results,
with almost two fifths of A* grades
going to candidates attending
schools or colleges in London
and the southeast (Greg Hurst
writes).

Analysis of grade distributions
across England, released by the
Joint Council for Qualifications on
behalf of exam boards, showed that
22 per cent of A* grades were
awarded in the southeast, and
17 per cent in London.

Just 3 per cent were awarded in
the northeast, 7 per cent in the east
midlands and 8 per cent in Yorkshire
and the Humber.

Within the southeast, almost
10 per cent of candidates achieved
A* grades, 28 per cent were awarded
A or A* grades, and 55 per cent
achieved A*, A or B grades.

In the northeast, about 6 per
cent were awarded A* grades,
22 per cent A* or A, and 48 per cent
A* to B.
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Recluse and her daughter found dead after six months

A reclusive mother and daughter died
in their home at least six months
before their bodies were discovered,
an inquest was told.
It is thought that the body of

Pauline Jessett, 78, who was last seen
two years before the discovery, was
placed in a bath and covered by her
50-year-old daughter, Caroline, who
had mental health problems.
The alarm was was raised in

November last year by environmental
health workers who were concerned
at the condition of the house in
Littlemore, Oxfordshire. The body of
Pauline Jessett was found a week
after that of her daughter because a

search was abandoned while
engineers made the building safe.
Police, who described the women as

“very reclusive”, said that the
daughter’s body was mummified and
dry. Pauline Jessett’s remains were
found in a bath covered by sheets and
bedding. She had makeshift bandages,
including sanitary towels, on areas
routinely associated with pressure
sores in bedridden people.
Darren Salter, the coroner, said that

Caroline Jessett had placed her
mother in the bath, “not knowing
what to do”. He recorded a verdict of
natural death for Caroline and an
open verdict for her mother.

Girl, 6, run over and killed as her mother tried to park

A girl died after being run over as her
mother parked outside an
Underground station. Bolutito
Shodipe, six, went into cardiac
arrest after being struck next
to Hounslow West Tube
station, in west London, on
Wednesday morning.
Bolutito, right, was

pronounced dead at St Mary’s
Hospital in Paddington
despite efforts by paramedics
and police to save her.
Mohan Kumar Rai, 54, a
street cleaner, said: “A lady
was shouting and waving

her hands about. She was very upset.”
The family, from Hayes, west Lon

don, released a tribute saying:
“She was a beautiful, well-behaved
girl who loved ballet and who will
be sorely missed by all of us.”

Detective Chief Inspector Iain
Miller, of British Transport

Police, said: “Both mother
and child arrived
together in the car park
and the accident
occurred during a

parking manoeuvre.”
The mother has not been
arrested.

Henge on housing site

Archaeologists excavating an area
earmarked for housing in North
Kent uncovered a 6,000-year-old
Neolithic henge, which experts have
called a sacred site. Two monuments
at Iwade Meadows in Sittingbourne,
Kent, are being excavated and
recorded before building starts. The
site overlooked a river and had an
entrance facing the northwest,
suggesting it was used for worship
during the summer solstice, similar
to Stonehenge. Dr Paul Wilkinson,
director at SWAT Archaeology,
said: “It has all the conditions of a
sacred site.”

Cutting-edge solution will be the toast of butter lovers

The age-old problem of spreading
butter straight from the fridge may
finally have been solved by a new
kitchen gadget. It looks like a normal
knife but has been made with 21
triangular holes down one side, which
“grate” the cold butter. The tiny strips
are then much easier to spread. The
other side of the knife has the more
familiar serrated edge. Called the
ButterUp, the device is the brainchild
of three friends, who hope to raise
£21,000 on Kickstarter, the crowd-
funding website, to help with
manufacturing costs. They expect it
to cost about £7 in the shops.

Home with Thames views is a bomb-proof investment
A bomb-proof, disused fort in the
middle of the Thames has been put
on the market for £500,000.
The fort, below, has the address

No 1 The Thames. It was built in 1855
and can be accessed by boat or, at low
tide, a muddy half-mile walk. It has
15ft-thick walls, is about 25,000sq ft in
size and is in need of complete
renovation, but property developers
believe that it could be
transformed into an outdoor
pursuit centre or a
luxury home.
Nigel Day, director

of Riverhomes, the
estate agent selling
the property, said: “I
am in awe of what an
amazing building

it is and its potential.” The building,
also known as the Grain Tower
Battery, is off the Isle of Grain in
Kent, where the Medway and Thames
meet. It is described as a bomb-proof
estuary gun emplacement. During the
Second World War it provided a
barracks that could house up to 60

soldiers and a pair of six-
pounder quick-fire guns.

The property is owned by
Simon Cooper, a builder, who
bought it about ten years ago.
It would require at least
£1 million to renovate it.
Mr Day added: “We have
had a fair amount of
interest. But it is No 1 The
Thames, so it could be the

world’s best address.”

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER RICHARD POHLE

Sainsbury’s has been told that its
orange logo is not suitable for the
seaside town where it is opening a
new store. Councillors in Frinton-on-
Sea, Essex, told developers that they
wanted the black and gold signs of the
original J Sainsbury instead. Iris
Johnson, the mayor of Frinton and
Walton, said: “The shop front is
extremely important to us.”
Sainsbury’s representatives were
asked to revise their proposals before
submitting a planning application to
Tendring district council this year. A
company spokesman said: “We are
trying to be considerate.”

Sainsbury’s is off colour

Big birds The only flying Lancaster bombers in the world taxi at Biggin Hill, Kent, for a series of air shows. The planes, one
from the Battle of Britain memorial flight and the other from Canada, last flew together in the 1955 film The Dam Busters
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Drunk online shoppers splurge under the influence
First they “hic”, then they click: post-
pub shopping has become the latest
lament of those who have had one too
many, with one in five admitting they
“drink-buy” online.
Boozed-up buyers are spending up to

£200each timeonclothes,holidaysand
televisions while under the influence,
according to new research.
The most popular sites for “drink-

buying”areAmazonandeBay—53per
cent of drunk spending takes place
on Amazon while 50 per cent of shop-
pers are using Dutch courage to bid for
items they may or may not need on
eBay.
Some are so affected by their alcohol

consumption that they are buying
lobster pots, pie makers, diving equip-
ment, folding ladders and washing
machines.
Perhaps most worrying is the fact

that almost 10 per cent of drunk buyers
say that they use their credit cards to
foot the bill and half are spending up-
wards of £500.
The research, conducted by the price

comparison website Confused.com,
revealed that nearly a quarter of Brit-
ons admit using their credit cards to
splash out when intoxicated —
whether it be in a bar, a club or on the
internet.
Clothes top the list of drunken buys,

purchased by 36 per cent of intoxicated
shoppers, while almost 20 per cent of
people book a holiday.
Drink-buying is costing shoppers an

average of £140 a year but nearly a
quarter admit that they spend up to
£200 on items including DVDs and
CDs and technology including tele-
visions and phones.
Just takingacredit cardwith themon

anightout enticespeople into spending
more than they should, the survey re-

vealed,with 14 per cent saying that they
had spentmoney in bars on their credit
card that they didn’t intend. A further
one in six admits having bought a
round of drinks on a credit card when
they couldn’t really afford it.
Nerys Lewis, head of credit card sat

the company, suggested that bank
holidays and holidays might be too

tempting a prospect for many drink-
buyers.
“More than three quarters of people

in theUKhave a credit card, but people
need to exercise caution when spend-
ing,” she said.
“Alcohol can cause inhibitions to

disappear, but people need to be aware
of how their credit card spending
when drunk could affect them in the
long run.
“Consumers need to be careful that

purchases made when drunk don’t
cause them financial problems in the
future.With the last bankholidayof the
summercomingup,Britsmightbeeven
more tempted to go out and have a few

drinks.” Such salutary advice should be
heeded by women in particular. Inter-
national research by the Organisation
forEconomicCo-operation andDevel-
opment found that young British
women were more likely to get drunk
than those in almost any other country
in the Western world apart from Den-
mark.
Eric Appleby, chief executive of

Alcohol Concern, said: “Young people
have a tough time working out how to
deal with alcohol. They are bombarded
with alcohol advertising telling them
that it’s normal to drink and it’s
available everywhere at pocket money
prices.”

TMS
diary@thetimes.co.uk | @timesdiarydiary@thetimes.co

The professor
and a Doctor
The new series of Doctor Who
starts a week tomorrow. Is Peter
Capaldi ready for the adulation?
TomBaker, the fourth Doctor,
loved it. His friend Laurie Taylor
writes in a new book, In
Confidence, that Baker once told
him: “I always wanted to be loved,
now I’m worshipped. I’m a sort
of god in the science fantasy
world. My fans don’t go to
Lourdes or Mecca, they come to
Pontins.”
Taylor went to drama school

with Baker in the 1950s, but gave
up the stage to become a
sociologist. When Baker won his
big role, Taylor had just been
made a professor at the University
of York. “Bloody hell, Tom,”
Taylor wrote in a telegram. “A
doctorate and a chair in the same
week! Time to celebrate.”

A personal obituary of Lauren
Bacall, below, which was paid for by
Leonard Bernstein’s children,
appeared in yesterday’s New York
Times. “We are sad to have lost a
long-time friend,” the composer’s
offspring wrote. “[Her] appearance
at the back door of the Bernstein
apartment at the Dakota was
always a welcome delight — even
if she was complaining about
the piano noise.”

on the button
MichaelFallon, the defence
secretary, apparently
joined Twitter on
Wednesday night and swiftly
received the customary abuse
as well as one helpful
suggestion that “it’s easy to
lose your temper on

Twitter, suggest you put the
nuclear button somewhere
difficult to access”. By yesterday
afternoon, though, the account
had been closed. The MoD says it
was a spoof. Good to know that
Fallon has better things to do at
this time.

People on social media websites
were quite rightly urged to exercise
legal caution when discussing the
police searching Cliff Richard’s
home yesterday. It is surely OK
to point out, though, that the
bachelor boy already has a criminal
record. It’s called Mistletoe and
Wine.

road to success
Jeremy Clarkson, the Top Gear
presenter, had some reassuring
words yesterday for any A-level
students disappointed with their
grades. He said: “If your results
aren’t joyous take comfort from
the fact I got a C and two Us.”
Clarkson bragged: “And I have a
Mercedes Benz.” But then, so did
Saddam Hussein and he went to
law school.

Our political editor reported this
time last week that Boris Johnson
had gone out for a “bit of a night”
with NickFerrari, the LBC radio
presenter, before telling the world
that he wanted to become an MP
again. I’m told that Ferrari sent the
mayor of London a text message
after his announcement that read:
“You’re not still drunk, are you?”

punk casts spell
Daniel Radcliffe’s desire to
distance himself from Harry Potter
continues. He told anAmerican
radio station this week that he
would like to play Iggy Pop in a
biopic of the chemically enhanced
punk icon’s life. “We’ve got similar,

gnarly sort of slightly strange
skinny bodies,”he said.

Radcliffe added that his
dresser on the Potter films
had got him into punk,
starting with the Sex
Pistols. Surely there are
few things less punk,
though, than having
someone who is paid to
get you dressed.

Inside today

At least we’ll never
run out of guacamole
Leading article, page 20
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Israel would not exist
if it did not fight back,
warns Chief Rabbi

Israel would cease to exist if it were to
lay down its weapons, the Chief Rabbi
has said in a staunch defence of the
country’s “understandable and justifia-
ble” use of force in Gaza.
Ephraim Mirvis also warned that

British Jews were increasingly worried
about “abominable and unacceptable”
acts of antisemitism.
“During this war, it has been a truism

that if Hamas would lay down its
weapons, there would be peace,” Rabbi
Mirvis told the BBC Radio 4 Today
programme yesterday.
“If Israelwould laydown itsweapons,

there would be no Israel. Israel has
faced a direct, unmasked attempt to
destroy Israeli life with some 3,500
missiles being fired purposefully at
population centres. The Israeli govern-
ment has understandably and justifia-
bly defended her citizens.”
A straw poll of 150 Jews published

yesterdayby the JewishChronicle found
that almost two thirds had questioned
the future of Judaism in Britain since
the protests against Israel’s incursion
into the Gaza Strip.
Rabbi Mirvis, the 11th head of the

United Synagogue, said that the Jewish
community was “deeply concerned”
about a rise in the number of attacks
and insults against Jews. “The situation

in theMiddleEast shouldnotbeusedas
an excuse for simply abominable and
unacceptable conduct,” he said.
“Anti-Zionism is not necessarily

antisemitism. However, anti-Zionism
does create a context within which
antisemitism can thrive. That is exactly
what we are seeing.”
GillianMerron, chief executiveof the

Board of Deputies of British Jews,
warned that the violence faced by Jews
in parts of France andGermany, where
Jewish shops have been torched and
graves marked with swastikas, could
come to Britain.
Several British Jews told the news-

paper survey that they wanted tomove
to Israel, where they would be safer.
YaelWilk, ahousewife fromLondon,

said: “I think everyone in Europe feels
unsafe. My husband is half-Israeli. We
are absolutely desperate . . . More than
ever, we want to leave to go to Israel.”
Stephen Pollard, editor of the Jewish

Chronicle, said that antisemitism in
Britainmight have “crossed aRubicon”.
“I think that there’s a sort of tipping

point and now I think we may have
crossed it, that some of it will remain,”
he said. “Iworry thatFrance is a predic-
tor of where we will be and not some-
thingdifferent.The thing is [theconflict
in Gaza] has normalised expressions of
antisemitism that previously would
havebeenregardedasbeyond thepale.”

Oliver Moody

Woman is victim of ‘acid attack’ at bus stop
A woman suffered horrific injuries
yesterday when a corrosive liquid was
thrown in her face at a bus stop.
Witnesses said that the victim,

believed to be aged 22, ran screaming
across the road as the acid-like sub-
stance burnt her skin and shoulder-
length blonde hair. Several local
residents brought out water to pour
over her in a desperate attempt to wash
away the liquid before paramedics

arrived. Police said that the woman ap-
peared to have suffered life-changing
injuries to her face and neck in the
attack which happened at 8.20am in
Lowestoft, Suffolk.
She was taken to the James Paget

University Hospital at Gorleston, near
Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, and was ex-
pected to be moved to a specialist burn
unit. Officers were last night unable to
confirm or deny if the attacker was

known to her. A man aged 38 was ar-
rested in Lowestoft on suspicion of
assault.
Jamie Gregg, 20, who lives nearby,

said she was asleep when she was wok-
enup by thewomans screams. She said:
“I heard her yelling, ‘Get me water’. I
looked out of the window and saw her
running across the road away from the
bus stop. She was calling for her mum
and saying, ‘All my face is burning’.”

Proud dad Bruce
Springsteen
came to watch
his daughter
compete at a
show jumping
tournament in
London. Jessica
Springsteen,
who narrowly
missed out on
a place in the US
Olympic squad,
was riding
Vindicat W,
which won a gold
medal for Britain
at London 2012

GEOFF ROBINSON
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Girl stops breathing
after nut allergy alert

A four-year-old girl with a severe nut
allergy stopped breathing on a flight to
Tenerife after a passenger ignored
warnings not to open a packet of nuts.
Fae Platten, from Essex, was travel-

ling with her family to Tenerife for a
holidaywhen shewent into anaphylac-
tic shock just 20 minutes after take-off
from Stansted airport and had to be re-
vived with an injection of adrenaline.
Passengers on the Ryanair flight

from Stansted had been warned three
times not to eat nuts due to the severity
of Fae’s allergy but a man seated four
rows away ignored the appeal. Fae
broke out in a rash and blisters before
she passed out.
Theman,who is thought tobe in

his 30s or 40s and was travelling
with his wife and two teenage
children, has been banned from
flying with Ryanair for two years.
Fae’s mother, Katy Platten, 30,

who was also travelling with
her husband Dean and Fae’s
sister Izzy, six, described the
unnamed man as “incredibly
selfish”. She said: “They said
therewas a childonboardwith
a very severe nut allergy, so no
nuts purchased in the airport

should be consumed and theywould be
selling no nuts on the flight.
“But 20 minutes into the flight, Fae

said: ‘Mummy, my face hurts.’ She
started scratching her checks so I took
her to the front and said I think some-
body has opened nuts. He was incredi-
bly selfish.”
The cabin crew gave her daughter a

flannel and some ice, but the girl’s
condition quickly deteriorated.
“She was becoming quite poorly,”

Mrs Platten said.“As we sat down, Fae’s
breathing deteriorated, her tongue was
swollen and her lips were blistered. For
a few moments she stopped breathing.
Her airway was compromised and she

went unconscious.”
A call was put out for medi-
cally trained passengers to
come forward, and Fae was
treated by a nurse and an
ambulance driver, who gave
her an injection using her
adrenaline pen.

She regained conscious-
ness and was taken by am-
bulance to Broomfield
Hospital in Chelmsford
when the aircraft landed.
Mrs Platten, whose ac-

count of her daughter’s ex-
perience has been shared on
Facebookabout 2,000 times,
said she wanted to warn air

passengers about
nut allergies.

Lucy Holden

‘Biblical’ rain
brings severe
flood warning
Fariha Karim

Most of England was placed on flood
alert last night after “biblical” down-
pours deluged the country.
Days after the remnants of Hurri-

cane Bertha caused the wettest 24-
hour period of the year last weekend,
severe weather warnings were issued
for most of the country as a month’s
worth of rain fell in just a few hours.
The rain was described as “biblical”

by the London Fire Brigade, which was
called out to about 20 separate flood-
ing-related incidents in just over an
hour. TheMetOfficehas predicted fur-
ther gloomy weather for next week,
with temperatures set to fall well below
the average for late summer.
Last night, theMetOffice issued yel-

low “be aware” warnings for most of
England, the south ofWales and south-
ern Scotland, and the Environment
Agency had 17 flood alerts in place.
In London, one person was rescued

from a flooded basement flat in Forest
Hill. Western Wales suffered the worst
of yesterday’s weather, as 45mmof rain
fell in 12 hours inland from Cardigan
Bay. InCambridge, 24mm,orabouthalf
of August’s monthly average, fell.
NicolaMaxey, of theMetOffice, said

the conditions were fairly typical for
late summer. “It is just some unstable
air that ismoving through, creating this
rain,” she said.
Forecast, page 17

Fae Platten passed
out after a passenger
opened a bag of nuts

Bit back A grey seal manages to gulp down a fish as a gull swoops in to pull the
morsel from its jaws. Jo McIntyre captured the moment on the Isle of May, Fife

JO MCINTYRE/SOLENT NEWS
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T
he family of a
prisoner of war
who drew to
cheer up his
comrades is

being inundated with his
lost artwork 70 years later.
Nearly 60 paintings by

Des Bettany have been
found by the relatives of

Lost cartoons that
cheered comrades
in brutal PoW camp

East European workforce tops
a million as economy recovers
The number of Eastern European mi-
grants working in the UK has topped
one million for the first time on record.
Official figures showed that the

number of people from the ten Eastern
European nations that joined the EU
after 2004 rose by 72,000 to 1.014 mil-
lion between April and June.
Some 13,000 arrived from Romania

andBulgaria, after labour controlswere
lifted in January, the biggest influx
since the same period last year.
The figures from the Office for

National Statistics provided compel-
ling evidence that the strengthening
recovery is attracting more foreign
workers. In the three months to June,
four immigrants found jobs for every
oneBritishworker.Thenumberofnon-
UK individuals in employment rose

170,000 to 4.72 million. For UK nation-
als, the increase was 40,000 to
25.81 million.
Immigration has become a toxic

issue for the Conservatives after David
Cameron pledged to reduce net inflow
to tens of thousands annually. The
policyhasbeenattackedasunworkable
due to Europe’s free market for labour.
It has also been branded potentially
economically damaging by the govern-
ment’s fiscal watchdog, the Office for
Budget Responsibility.
However, evidence that more immi-

grants may be taking British jobs than
UK citizens is likely to strengthen the
UK Independence party. Stephen
Woolfe MEP, Ukip’s migration spokes-
man, claimed that the latest increase
proved the government’s promises
were “worthless”.
The number of Eastern European

immigrants has picked up fast over the
past year. The inflow from the Czech
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, SlovakRepublic and
Slovenia rose by 26 per cent— the fast-
est annual increase since the pre-crisis
boom in 2007.
The so-called “A8” nations became

notorious under Labour, which later
admitted that it should have donemore
to try to control the borders. Overall,
net immigration rose by 2.5 million
under Labour.
The increase in immigrationover the

past year from Romania and Bulgaria
was 9 per cent, the ONS said.
Many of the latest arrivals will have

been bound for construction work,
where there is a shortage of labour. The
number of construction workers has
risen by 100,000 over the past year, but
is still 200,000 below its 2008 peak.

Philip Aldrick

Germans get a break from curse of holiday email
Robert Lea Industrial Editor

The French started it in the spring
when their famously truculent trade
unions won the right for hundreds of
thousands of workers to turn off their
phones to work calls after hours.
Now the Germans have increased

the stakes with Daimler striking a deal
that allows staff to refuse to receive
work emails when they are on holiday.

The return-to-work trawl through two
weeks of unreadmessages is one of the
great office blights. Daimler, the
company behind Mercedes-Benz and
the smart car, wants to make holiday
email stress verboten— but only if the
staff member prefers that.
After trials, Daimler has decided to

launch a “mail on holiday” alert which
will resend incoming messages to
colleagues or other parts of the

company and delete them from the
holidaying worker’s inbox.
In amissive fromDaimler’s Stuttgart

headquarters, Wilfried Porth, the
human resources and labour director,
ordere: “Our employees are to relax on
holiday and not read business emails.’’
The trials have found that the system

appears not to have upset customers or
suppliers, or even workers who are left
to sweep up colleagues’ unread mail.
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Minister raped me,
says QC’s daughter
The daughter of a prominent QC said
she was raped at the age of four by
Sir Nicholas Fairbairn, who served as
Scotland’s solicitor-general underMar-
garet Thatcher.
Susie Henderson has waived her

right to anonymity to talk about the
abuse she allegedly suffered at the
handsof the lateSirNicholasFairbairn,
a former MP for Kinross & Western
Perthshire.
Miss Henderson, 48, the daughter of

RobertHenderson, a temporary sheriff,
said she was also abused by her father.
Locations included the five-storey
Georgian townhouse in Edinburgh’s
New Town where her family lived.
“I want it acknowledged that my

father and Fairbairn did something
very evil,” she said. “Not just to me.
There areother childrenout there.And
these were people in power. We put
them there and they are supposed
to be trusted.”
Ms Henderson also alleged that she

first made allegations against Sir
Nicholas and her father in 2000 but an
initial police investigation did not lead
to charges. She is calling for the investi-
gation to be reopened by police.
She said Sir Nicholas first abused her

at oneof her father’s parties at hisEdin-
burgh home. She said: “We were in the
kitchen. I was maybe four years old.
I could have been younger.
“I hada skirt onandNicholas andmy

dadhadbeendrinking, andmydad told
me to sit onNicholas’s knee. I sat on his
knee and he put his hand up my skirt
and abusedme.Mydad just stood there
laughing.”
In another incident, Ms Henderson,

who lives near Inverness, said that Sir
Nicholas rapedherwhenshewas inbed
with him and “another guy” in a guest
room on the top floor of her family
home.
Her father, she says, abused her

between the ages of three and eight.
She acknowledges that parts of her

story may sound unbelievable. She

asked: “Who would believe that the
solicitor-general and other top lawyers
would be abusing children?”
She said she had chosen to come for-

ward and be named after Fairbairn was
implicated in the Westminster scandal
over the Elm guest house in London, in
which young people were abused by
high-profile figures in the 1980s.
Fairbairn died in 1995 at the age of 61,

while Henderson died in 2012 aged 75.
Lists ofVIPs visitingElmguest house

are being used by Scotland Yard as
evidence.

Jeremy Watson

to find his father’s work
and has been astonished
by the response. He has
been sent 58 cartoons but
thinks there are 300 in
all. Bettany poked fun
at his captors and
made light of the grim
existence. He made a
paintbrush out of
hair and bamboo
and used soil
mixed with
ricewater for
paint. Toilet roll
and work rosters
were also used.
The

granddaughter of
Sergeant Wilf
Sowter found a
caricature of him
waiting to use a
lavatory while

holding leaves as toilet
roll. One shows
Lieutenant Alec Dann
confiscating a frying pan
as rules stated that any

cooking had to be
shared.
Captain Ronald

Horner is pictured
giving a titbit to a
dog, while another
shows a hapless
PoW mixing up
the job of
repairing
spectacles and

making corks for
hospitals. Mr
Bettany said: “It is
very heartwarming
that his work is still
being discovered. I
guess this is his
legacy.”

those he served alongside
in the Second World War.
The Dunkirk veteran,
from Burnley, spent three
years in the notorious
Japanese Changi PoW
camp in Singapore, where
he gave cartoons to
comrades to boost morale.
The lance bombardier

barely spoke about his
experiences and it was
only after his death in
2000, aged 81, that his son
Keith discovered dozens
of paintings in his
wardrobe.
Mr Bettany, 62, from

Adelaide, Australia,
launched an online appeal

Scornful looks at
a PoW from
comrades as his
feet attract
mosquitoes, left.
Bettany, right,
pokes fun at
officers’ supplies
as they march to
the Changi camp,
above

Susie Henderson
said she was raped
aged four by Sir
Nicholas Fairbairn

DES BETTANY/BNPS
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Web outages
‘due to poor
housekeeping’
James Dean
Technology Correspondent

BT has accused its fellow broadband
providers of failing to look after their
networks after a series of web outages
this week.
Internet engineers believe that

recent glitches in internet service have
been caused by ageing routers, which
direct internet traffic around theworld.
Older versions of the hardware have
reached saturation point and are
unable to handle a rapidly growing
number of internet connections.
ABTspokeswomansaid thatoutages

could be prevented “by network
providersmanaging the routers in their
core network more effectively”. She
said that BT’s network was not affected
because it was designed to cope with
the flaw.
The routers used in broadband

providers’ core networks are built to
handle hundreds of thousands, if not
millions, of connections simultaneous-
ly. However, many older routers were
built to handle about 525,000 routes.
Engineers believe that the saturation

point for these routerspassed thisweek,
leaving some internet users unable to
access eBay and other websites. The
problem has affected internet service
providers all over the world.
CiscoSystems, theAmerican techno-

logy company that built many of the
older routers, warned this year that
they were approaching their limit.

ITV

Laughing is allowed as
Downton Abbey shows its
lighter side in new series

F
ans of Downton
Abbey can expect
the ITV drama to
be less gloomy
when it returns for

a fifth series next month,
the producers have hinted
(Alex Spence writes).
The fifth series will begin

with high drama, however,
as a fire rips through a
bedroom, forcing the
Crawley family and servants
to scramble to save their
lives and their stately home.
The series premiere,

screened for journalists in
London yesterday, depicted
a lighter, happier mood
around the estate than
during the last series, when

the aristocratic Crawley
family mourned the death
of their heir, Matthew, in a
car accident and dealt with
the aftermath of the First
World War. Some critics
said that the series became
too dark, particularly when
a maid was raped by a valet.
Liz Trubridge, the

producer, hinted that there
would be more comedic
moments. “Last series,
straight after Matthew’s
death, we couldn’t go in
with great fun from that,”
she said. “We do not have
that this year.”
One laugh was delivered

early during the carefully
orchestrated PR campaign

yesterday. A publicity shot
showed the Earl of
Grantham, played by Hugh
Bonneville, and his
daughter Edith, played by
Laura Carmichael, posing in
front of a fireplace;
however, a member of the
crew had mistakenly left a

plastic water bottle visible in
the background, above. The
image quickly went viral on
social networks.
The latest series begins in

1924, against a backdrop of
the election of the first
Labour government, under
Ramsay MacDonald, which

will cause consternation for
the Crawley family, the
producers said. It begins in
September but ITV has yet
to confirm an exact date.
Richard E Grant, the star

ofWithnail and I, and Sue
Johnston, of The Royle
Family, are set to appear.

The unfortunate PR shot, above. Left, Lady Crawley with Tom Branson and Lord Gillingham
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Mental torture didn’t make Williams a genius
In life the comedian’s talent made him stand above the crowd. In death he was among millions of fellow sufferers

A
basement club in Mayfair,
at the fag end of the 1980s.
On a small stage a comic
plays a sweaty room,
being judged mercilessly

in the manner of no other art form,
every time he tries for laughter.
With most of his unexceptional set

over, the comedian is saved when he
recognises that one of the greats is in
the audience. He names the genius
and, with the encouragement of the
crowd, forces him up on to the stage.
There followed the funniest top-

of-the-head comic turn I have ever
witnessed. The star tore the roof off
the place, turning heckles into new
worlds. His name was Robin
Williams and, standing up before us,
he was a genius. This was what
Schopenhauer must have meant
when he said that “talent hits a
target no one else can hit; genius hits
a target no one else can see”.
He was, also, if almost every report

of his suicide is to be believed, a
“tortured” genius. Clearly anyone
who took cocaine to slow down his
brain — as Williams once said he did
— was in a shocking mess. The fact
that he was tortured is made obvious
by his terrible end at his own hand.
However, to ascribe that end to the
torture that always seems to be
concomitant with genius is to miss
the real point, which is that Williams
was one of the 61 million Americans
suffering from mental infirmity.
It is easy to reach for the stock

character of the tortured genius

whose brilliance comes at the cost of
an inner turmoil that leads directly
to self-mutilation. It is the image of
van Gogh with the bandage on his
ear. Sure, it might smart a bit but just
look at those Sunflowers. In his book
Tortured Artists, the American
journalist Christopher Zara told the
sorry biographies of Charlie Parker,
Michelangelo, Andy Warhol and
plenty of others. We need a
companion volume that I do not
intend to write called Perfectly Boring
Geniuses— an interminable account
of the uneventful domestic routines
of those notable dullards TSEliot,
Flaubert and Mendelssohn.
The idea of the tortured genius

recurs a lot in comedy, where
Pagliacci’s sad clown casts a long
shadow. Comedy seems to have a
double call on the idea of sadness.
The melancholy of the tearful clown
is usually linked not just to the
creative brilliance but also to the
nature of comedy.
The roll call of depressive comics is

familiar and takes in Peter Cook,

John Cleese, Spike Milligan (whose
book Depresssion and How to Survive
it is as likely to induce the illness as
cure it), Ruby Wax, Stephen Fry and
Peter Sellers, of whom it was once
said that the only voice he could not
do was his own.
It is surely true that part of the

function of comedy is to disguise or
divert pain. Williams himself was
fond of saying that “you are only
given one little spark of madness.
You mustn’t lose it.” There is more to
comic genius than melancholy,
however, and there is more to the

tortured soul than is glimpsed in his
comic routines.
Comedy is also about overcoming

inhibitions and relieving tension.
Years ago I went to Bernard
Manning’s Embassy Club in
Harpurhey, Manchester. Manning’s
set was an example of Freud’s point,
in Jokes and their Relation to the
Unconscious, that comedy ventilates
feelings that are banned in polite
society. It was lavatorial and it was
filthy and of the pair of them,
Manning and Freud, I have to say
that Freud was the funnier.
Aggressive male comedy is often

about creating what Hobbes called
“the sudden glory” we get from
asserting the inferiority of others in a
joke. “Never pick a fight with an ugly
person,” said Robin Williams.
“They’ve got nothing to lose.” There
will hardly be a man reading this who
will not feel the pleasure of making
an inferior specimen the victim of his
well-timed barb or the pain of being
hit by laughter at his expense. It is by
its nature competitive and sexual.
Listen to the pattern of laughter

when women gather. There will be a
great deal of it even if nothing funny
is said. The laughter is binding and
sisterly. When men laugh together
they are staging a competition in
repartee in which every witticism
needs to be countered and beaten.
And when men play it for laughs in
the presence of women, that is
another story altogether, which
Robin Williams told like this: “God
gave man a penis and a brain. And
only enough blood to run one at a
time.”
Then there is the comedy of

incongruity — of things that do not
belong together being suddenly
joined. There is slapstick comedy
when the body malfunctions. There is
the comedy of transgression, such as
Humphrey Lyttelton’s wonderful

remark, on the gentle I’m Sorry I
Haven’t a Clue, that though the good
people of Snottingham had dropped
the “S” in the Middle Ages it had
been thought wise that the good
people of Scunthorpe should not
follow suit. There is the comedy of
gentle satire. “In England”, Robin
Williams pointed out, “the police
don’t have a gun and you don’t have a
gun. If you commit a crime, the police
will say: ‘Stop, or I’ll say stop again.’ ”
Williams’ comedy was as wide and

varied and splendid as comedy itself.
It’s not the clue to his illness, which
is so much more prosaic than that.
His death is best seen as one more
failure in mental healthcare. There
will always be people beyond reach,
past the point of help. Perhaps Robin
Williams was one such, although it
does not seem so. It may be that

everything that could have been
done to help him was indeed done. If
so, that would be exceptional
because rich nations, which are
slowly conquering physical ailments,
struggle badly to cope with mental
disorders.
It is an astonishing fact that

patients diagnosed as schizophrenic,
for example, have a higher chance of
recovery in sub-Saharan Africa than

in the rich democracies of the UK
and the US. There is not a single
physical illness of which the same
could be said. The treatment of
mental illness remains terrible
almost beyond belief.
In his book Doctoring the Mind,

the clinical psychologist Richard
Bentall pointed out that the success
rate of drug-based psychiatry in
treating psychoses is no better than
that achieved by the ancient
astrologers and apothecaries.
In this country, one person in four

has a mental health problem at some
point in their life and depression
affects one in five older people. In
the US, 6 per cent of the population
lives with a serious mental illness
and 7 per cent with serious
depression. Almost as many as one
in five Americans have had one or
another anxiety disorder diagnosed.
More Americans kill themselves
than are murdered.
The story of Robin Williams is an

American story. The genius, being
exceptional by definition, never
embodies the time. In the manner of
his life nobody could emulate Robin
Williams. In the manner of his death
far too many do.

Williams’ comedy was splendid, but it
was not a clue to his mental illness

I bet you’re biased against
girls doing maths
Hannah Devlin
Page 19

The tearful clown is
too often linked to
creative brilliance

comment pages of the year

More Americans
kill themselves than
are murdered
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Today Unsettled through central Europe, with heavy showers or some longer spells of rain. Max 38C (100F), min -1C (30F)

SSppeeaakk ddiirreeccttllyy ttoo oonnee ooff oouurr
ffoorreeccaasstteerrss oonn 0099006655 7777 7766 7755
6am to 6pm daily (calls
charged at £1.50 per minute
plus network extras)

For more information on
the services we can provide,
visit our website:
wwwwww..wweeaatthheerrqquueesstt..ccoo..uukk weatherqquueesstt

22

1919

17 16

14

19

13

22

17

Alicante 30 Shower
Amsterdam 19 Rain
Athens 35 Sunny
Barcelona 25 Sunny
Belgrade 26 Sunny
Berlin 21 Shower
Brussels 21 Rain
Bucharest 36 Sunny
Budapest 24 Sunny
Corfu 27 Sunny
Faro 26 Sunny
Florence 26 Shower
Frankfurt 17 Rain
Geneva 17 Rain
Gibraltar 27 Sunny

Helsinki 21 Shower
Innsbruck 14 Rain
Istanbul 27 Sunny
Lanzarote 22 Sunny
Las Palmas 23 Sunny
Lisbon 22 Sunny
Madeira 22 Sunny
Madrid 29 Sunny
Majorca 25 Rain
Malaga 32 Sunny
Malta 26 Thunder
Milan 23 Shower
Moscow 29 Shower
Munich 16 Shower
Naples 26 Fair

Nice 27 Sunny
Nicosia 33 Sunny
Oslo 20 Sunny
Paris 20 Shower
Prague 20 Shower
Reykjavik 12 Shower
Rhodes 26 Sunny
Rome 27 Sunny
Salzburg 18 Shower
St Petersburg 20 Fair
Stockholm 21 Rain
Tenerife 21 Sunny
Venice 26 Sunny
Vienna 24 Sunny
Warsaw 24 Shower

Today’s temperatures forecast for noon

Forecast for noon today. Wind speed in mph.
Temperatures maximum for day, degrees C
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Noon today

LOW

Spain, Portugal, southern Italy
It should be another fine and sunny day.
Maximum 37C (99F), minimum 7C (45F).

The Balkans, Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania
Most places will have a dry day with sunny
periods, but an isolated shower is possible over
the Adriatic. Maximum 38C (100F), minimum
9C (48F).

Northern Italy, the Alps, France, the Low
countries, Germany, Denmark
Some bright or sunny spells, but showers are also
likely, locally heavy and thundery.
Maximum 26C (79F), minimum -1C (30F).

Scandinavia, the Baltic states
Mainly dry over northern Sweden, but scattered
showers are likely elsewhere.
Maximum 25C (77F), minimum 0C (32F).

Western Russia, Belarus, western Ukraine
Rather cloudy, with showers or some longer
outbreaks of rain, locally heavy over Belarus.
Maximum 37C (99F), minimum 9C (48F).

Eastern Ukraine, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary
A fine start, with sunny spells, but the risk of
scattered heavy showers developing in the
afternoon. Maximum 38C (100F), minimum
10C (50F).

British Isles
Another day of sunshine and showers, with a few
turning heavy. Western Britain should be drier
with longer sunny spells.
Maximum 22C (72F), minimum 6C (43F).

Outlook
Little change is expected with further showers
across central and northern Europe.
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DamianWhitworth Notebook

Is development aid effective? Do school uniforms improve discipline? Don’t guess – try it out

We’re too ignorant to see why we need tests

D
octors have been given the
go-ahead to conduct a trial
on victims of heart attacks.
Some randomly assigned
patients will get a shot of

adrenaline, the treatment
conventionally used in these
situations. Others will get a shot of
saltwater: in other words, a placebo.
Doctors will then measure the
outcomes to see which, if any, work
better.
Some ethicists are outraged. They

worry about giving patients a placebo
without their consent. They
acknowledge that adrenaline has
been linked to fatal brain damage and
accept that doctors don’t know if it
does more harm than good. But they
think it’s a scandal that people are
being used as guinea pigs in this way.
They are wrong. The scandal is

that the trial didn’t happen sooner.
You only have to look at history.
Bloodletting was used by doctors for
1,700 years and killed a lot of people.
The reason it survived so long?
Because nobody conducted a trial.
Scurvy killed thousands of sea farers.
Why were they not given vitamin C?
Because nobody conducted a trial.
Aristotle was considered the last
word on physics for centuries. Why?
Because nobody, until Galileo,
conducted a trial.

We are ignorant of our own
ignorance. All too often, we think that
it is better to stick to the status quo
than to test it properly. We worry
about the risks of conducting trials
when we have techniques that seem
to work okay. This is the mindset that
characterised the dark ages. The
biggest risk by far is in failing to
conduct the experiments that can
expand our knowledge and save lives.
Sadly, politics today is, to a large

extent, also in the dark ages. We
think we know the answers about
whether school uniforms improve
discipline, or whether development
aid is effective. People pontificate on
these issues rather like medieval
doctors pontificating on the wisdom
of bloodletting. But what’s the point?
The only way to know for sure is to
conduct a trial.
Fortunately a few people have

cottoned on to this. In development

aid, economists have started
conducting experiments. What, for
example, is the most effective way of
improving education in sub-Saharan
Africa: more textbooks, illustrated
flipcharts or de-worming
medication? Lots of people had lots
of different answers, but they didn’t
really know until a trial was
conducted. The result? De-worming
worked best, by far.
Why? Because the books were not

of much value to these kids, as their
English wasn’t good enough. And,

besides, they were absent the whole
time because of illnesses caused by
intestinal worms. Getting them into
school with cheap, effective
medication transformed outcomes.
Who would have guessed it?
Without a trial, nobody.
Trials have provided answers to

other things, too. Experiments on
welfare to work were conducted in
the United States in the 1980s. States
were given waivers to depart from
federal policy on the proviso that
they used randomised trials to
evaluate the changes. The results
were dramatic. Financial incentives
didn’t work. Time limits didn’t work.
The only thing that worked?
Mandatory work requirements. This
paved the way for Bill Clinton’s
highly successful workfare

programme, secured with the
backing of a Republican congress.
Innovative companies such as

Amazon and Google use trials all the
time. So too do clever scientists. But
it is remarkable how rarely we see
them in politics. The Behavioural
Insights Team, a tiny group based
near Chancery Lane, in London,
have conducted studies on things
such as whether people are more
likely to pay fines when receiving a
warning by letter or text. But they
should be given the backing to
conduct more ambitious studies.
Randomised trials work because of

a control group. This enables you to
compare the intervention with what
would have happened if you had
done nothing. If, for instance, you
have a policy to cut unemployment,
which subsequently falls, how can
you be sure it wouldn’t have fallen
anyway? With a control group, who
don’t get the intervention, you can
isolate the effect of the policy from
all other factors.
Trials can’t provide answers to

everything. You can’t conduct a trial
on whether we should intervene in
Syria, or change course on climate
change. These decisions are too big
and too singular. But even in these
situations, we can do far more to
look at the historical evidence, sift
the data and, in particular, track the
unintended consequences. We rarely
even do that.
The trial on adrenaline is, to my

mind, a no-brainer, but it should
only be the start. The most
important change is in the way we
think about progress. We need to get
excited about evidence and far more
serious about our ignorance.

Aristotle was the last word in physics
until Galileo, above, conducted trials

In Africa de-worming
proved the best way to
improve education

Forget the convoy.
Remember those
who need the aid
Lily Hyde

C
oncerns over the Russian
“humanitarian aid convoy”
have plunged the Ukraine
crisis to a new low of
cynicism and idiocy.

Here in Slovyansk, east Ukraine,
Ukrainian volunteers rescue people
from besieged cities every day. They
find them accommodation in towns
recovering from months of
occupation. They tirelessly deliver
food, bedding and hygiene essentials.
No one helps: not the Ukrainian

government or the “Donetsk People’s
Republic”; not Russia or
international aid organisations.
These volunteers know perfectly

well what is required. They know
how many people need to be
evacuated daily; who has relatives to
go to and who is destitute; where to
send food, medicines, clothing.
When the Russians sent 160 trucks

supposedly containing humanitarian
aid, did they ask anyone doing this

dangerous, practical work what is
needed? Has the Ukraine
government with its rushed matching
convoy asked what it should provide?
Of course not.
The International Red Cross is

busy not having anything to do with
the Russian convoy. But I don’t see
much sign of the Red Cross in
Slovyansk, where shell-shocked
refugees arrive daily. And I don’t see
that much sign of the UNHCR either.
The UNHCR told me that in a

world of disasters, east Ukraine is
competing with Syria, Iraq, Congo
and South Sudan. As if suffering were
quantifiable. In terms of numbers of
dead and displaced, I understand
that Ukraine can’t compete — the
world’s attention span is limited.
So it makes me furious that the

humanitarian disaster in Ukraine is
finally front-page news, but only
because of a convoy that may or may
not be carrying arms and could or
could not be the start of open war.
The people caught up in the

humanitarian crisis are invisible in all
this. Those who call neighbours
hourly to ask if their house is still
standing; whose children run for cover
whenever a plane flies overhead; who
left behind everything they had
worked for to escape under fire to
some unknown destination where
they hope someone will take pity on
them. And the volunteers risking their
lives to help are also invisible.
Instead we hear political posturing.

Tomorrow the world will turn back to
Iraq or Syria, and Ukraine will have
lost its chance to win global support
for those who need help. What a
stupid, stupid waste.

Lily Hyde is a Times correspondent in
Ukraine

A message to
our readers:
we think we
can see you

Y
ou may have noticed a
change at the top of the
Letters page. Earlier this
month The Times moved to
the glass and steel box

known as the News Building, next to
the Shard, Europe’s tallest
skyscraper. Our address is 1 London
Bridge Street.
With the Duke of Wellington

showing no sign of vacating Apsley
House at Number One London,
there aren’t many better addresses.
The Times has had some famous
headquarters, from the original
Printing House Square (the name
was cannily changed from Printing
House Yard,) to various locations in
Wapping, the jewel of east London
(the developer of the flats being built
on our old site is ambitiously
promoting its “cultural heritage”).
Now we have an address that

announces our return to the teeming
heart of the metropolis, sitting right
on the southern end of what is,

thanks to the nursery rhyme, the
world’s most famous bridge. Of
course, London Bridge isn’t what it
used to be. If we’d only been here in
the 16th century I could have looked
across to the gatehouse and tried to
identify who was the latest traitor to
have had his head stuck on a spike.
But our office has views that

anyone who follows a Times writer
on Twitter will already be bored
to tears by. We can see many of
the great institutions that the
newspaper writes about: the
financial citadels of Canary
Wharf and the City; the
Houses of Parliament; St
Paul’s Cathedral,
Southwark Cathedral and
Westminster Abbey.
And miles and miles in

the distance, the chalk
hills that ring the London
basin. A sizeable chunk
of our readership now
lives within telescope-
range of the Times office
and the gawping
journalists inside it.

Snore-free zone

When the entire
building is
finished there’s

going to be an area
where readers can come
for events. Hopefully,
they won’t let you

anywhere near the Times floor. You’d
be shocked at how orderly things are.
I started at The Times 20 years ago

this week in the old rum warehouse
that was the reality behind the
address 1 Pennington Street,
Wapping. There was no view, or even
much daylight, and the office was
considerably noisier.
I arrived fresh from cutting my

teeth as a cub reporter on the
streets of east Leeds council
estates and was amazed by
the resources of The Times,

including every phone
directory in Britain
and a huge cuttings
library with fat files
on everybody and
everything that
made it into print.
There was even an
electronic
database of
articles that you
dialled into on a
computer. It
seemed
impossibly
magical,
especially when it
actually worked.

In the pre-
internet age
much of a day in
the office was
spent on the
phone seeking

the sort of basic facts that are now
available in a couple of mouse clicks.
There was a constant hubbub.
After lunch, which was liquid and

taken at one or other of two grotty
local pubs, the office was even more
raucous as veteran reporters,
smoking furiously, hammered away
at clattering keyboards in a burst of
intense activity. Some then dozed
briefly and snorily at their desks
before seeking further refreshment.
The big beasts of those days would

be appalled to see us sipping daintily
at our fancy coffees and lunching on
delicacies from Borough Market. I’m
not saying we work harder or more
effectively now, but we are a lot
quieter. Even when we’re not staring
out of the window.

High-tariff call

Sometimes the most unlikely
person can turn out to be
surprisingly low-key and lacking

in presumption. This week I heard
about a junior employee at one of the
big auction houses who answered the
phone to a man who expressed an
interest in an item coming up for sale.
Asked for his name, the potential
buyer, who sounded Russian, said it
would be easier if he spelt it and
proceeded, clearly and carefully, to do
so: “A-b-r-a-m-o-v-i-c-h.”

The people of east
Ukraine need help, not
political posturing

Matthew
Syed

@matthewsyed

magic
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Bet you’re biased against girls doing maths
That’s the (unconscious) problem: the only way more women will excel in science is if we give them a fair chance

I
t’s been a very long wait. Now,
finally, the last bastion of male
intellectual supremacy has fallen.
This week the Iranian
mathematician Maryam

Mirzakhani won the Fields Medal —
rather like a Nobel prize for maths.
But why has it taken so long?
Back in the day, when cavemen

were refining their ability to lob rocks
in pleasingly precise arcs at the heads
of mammoths, could differences have
emerged in the male mind that now
lend themselves to grappling with
Riemann functions and thinking in
ten-dimensional space?
It doesn’t sound completely crazy.

There is something appealing about
the idea that the pure intellectual
abstraction demanded by maths
must spring from somewhere deep
within. We imagine that the brain of
someone who actually understands
geodesic loops and hyperbolic
surfaces, as Mirzakhani does, must
be programmed slightly differently.
Perhaps this explains why, as girls

outperform boys across the board at
GCSE, maths has remained the one
area where boys still dominate.
Yesterday’s A-level figures show that
18.4 per cent of boys achieving A*
grades in maths, compared to 15.7
per cent of girls. (Maths also
overtook English for the first time in
more than a decade to become the
most popular subject at A level.)
Beyond this, 40 per cent of maths

undergraduates in the UK are
women, but that declines steeply at
PhD level — and only 6 per cent of
maths professors are women. You
don’t need Fermat’s Last Theorem-
level arithmetic to realise that this
imbalance can’t be explained simply
by the average gender differences.

Some say it’s because men are over-
represented at the extremes of the
ability spectrum. “Women aren’t
inferior,” the argument goes. “As well
as more male geniuses, there are also
more men who are really dreadful at
maths.” (The Oxford English
Dictionary has just given us a new
word — humblebrag — for when
male academics make this case.)
This is where the “innate

difference” theory begins to go awry.
A US study in 2010 found that the
ratio of boys to girls with SAT maths
scores at “genius level” stood at 3.8 to
1, down from 13.5 to 1 in the 1980s. If
the differences are innate, why is the
gap closing so quickly? How do we
know it won’t close completely?
These uncomfortable truths mean

that we cannot examine the question
of gender imbalance in maths and
science with any real rigour until the
playing field is level. And there is a
wealth of evidence that at every
level, from infancy to adulthood, the
odds are tipped against female
success in mathematics and science.
Parents and teachers often balk at

the suggestion that they could be
underestimating their daughters’
mathematical abilities or subtly
shifting their focus towards
traditionally more female subjects —
modern languages, say.
Research tells us, however, that

even when people believe themselves
to be impartial, this can be far from
the case. In a classic psychology
study parents were asked to rate
their newborn babies when they
were no more than 24 hours old on
factors such as size, weight, muscle
tone and appearance. Despite there
being no objective differences, boys
were perceived to be bigger, firmer,
more alert, stronger, better
co-ordinated and noisier than girls.

If you think you are above this
kind of bias, I challenge you to take
the test. Harvard University is
leading a mass participation
experiment called Project Implicit,
which probes subconscious
associations between gender and
studying science. Participants are
asked to assign words such as uncle,
sister, grandma or son to “male” or
“female” categories with a tap of the
right or left index finger. These

words are interleaved with words
that have to be assigned to “science”
or “humanities” categories, again
with left or right finger taps. I quickly
found that combining male and
science words comes with ease, but
bunching female and science words
together is like wading through
mental treacle. Our internal
definition of a scientist, or
mathematician in this case, is
stubbornly male.
There is compelling evidence that

unconscious biases have a powerful
effect on what girls expect themselves
to be good at —and more
importantly, how they perform. Girls
tend to score worse on a test if they

are told their maths ability is being
scrutinised than when they are told
they are taking part in a study looking
at how people solve problems. More
worryingly, teachers tend to describe
girls as “methodical” problem solvers
and boys as more “creative”, even
when performance is identical.
If universities are serious about

supporting female careers in
mathematics — and they say they
are — a good place to look for
inspiration would be British sport.
When junior male athletes were

asked if they wanted to compete for
a gold medal at the Olympics, they
generally jumped at the chance. Girls
seemed better at assessing the odds
of actually winning a gold medal and
said no. Simply changing the
question to: “Would you like to
represent your country at the next
level?” made a big difference to
recruitment.
Parents and teachers also need to

bolster girls, instilling intellectual
confidence and passion for a subject
that has never been more important.
Not just so they can win a Fields
medal , but for the sheer pleasure of
it. “Mathematics can look pointless
and cold,” Mirzakhani says. “The
beauty of mathematics only shows
itself to more patient followers.”

Hannah Devlin is science editor.
Ben Macintyre is away

Teachers tend to call
girls ‘methodical’ but
boys more ‘creative’

40% of maths students
are female, but only
6% of maths professors

Buy prints or signed copies of Times cartoons from our Print Gallery at timescartoons.co.uk

Hannah
Devlin

@hannahdev
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A Level Playing Field
The slight fall in passes for A levels is good news because exams are getting

tougher and more academic. There are also encouraging signs for social mobility
The annual ritual of the A-level results used to in-
volve much fuss about students doing better than
ever, promptly leading to denunciations of grade
inflation. The apparent good news on the surface
quickly gave way to bad news underneath. This
year has been the reverse. The first fall in the pass
rate for 30 years and a slight dip in the numbers
gaining topgrades.Whaton the faceof it looks like
bad news has rightly been greeted as the good
news that it is.
There is little doubt that at least some of the

progress in performance during the late 1990s and
early 2000swas due to students choosing subjects
thatwere easier to pass. Therewas amarked trend
away from the traditional disciplines, especially in
the established sciences andmathematics.Grades
were also inflated as students were given more
thanone chance to sit their exams.Only their best
performances turned up in the figures.
It is salutary that this yearmathematics was the

most popular subject studied at A level and, if
gradesoverall dippedabit asaconsequenceof stu-
dents taking tougher subjects, that is a tradeworth
making. Entries to critical thinking courses
dropped 47 per cent this year and general studies
fell 24 per cent. Employers have been clear that
they value the traditional subjects. As Britain is

one of the few advanced economies that does not
makemaths andEnglish compulsory to the age of
18, it is pleasing that they are the twomost popular
topics forA level.Therewerealso rises in thenum-
bers entering for chemistry, physics, geography
and economics.
There are further encouraging signs that social

mobility, which has stalled, may once again be
served by schools. The academies programme, in
which failingurban schools indeprivedareaswere
replaced with newmanagement in new buildings,
and removed from the grip of local government
control, has brought better opportunities to poor-
er children. The government’s innovation of en-
couraging free schools may be doing the same.
It is gratifying too that the link between school

and university is strengthening. There were wor-
ries, especially on behalf of students from less
well-off families, that the increase in university
fees to amaximumof £9,000 a yearwould be a de-
terrent. This is not proving to be the case. Record
numbers of students, perhaps in excess of half a
million, will start as undergraduates in the
autumn. The lifetime premium in earnings for a
graduate over a non-graduate is still substantial
and students are clearly capable of working that
out. Indeed, the imposition of fees appears to have

created market pressure and this year, far from
students desperately seeking places in universi-
ties, thecollegesare competing for thebestpeople.
This is not just a story of more being given to

those who already have. The expansion of higher
education is an important aspect of social mobil-
ity. In the last era of seriousmobility it was the fact
that, in the title of a famous novel on the topic,
there was more room at the top for young people
from less well-heeled circumstances.
There are early signs that the same virtuous cir-

cle might be starting again. This year’s results in-
clude the first A-level performance from a free
school, theLondonAcademyofExcellence,which
has fashioned a superb performance from New-
ham, one of the more deprived boroughs of the
capital.
Taken as awhole, these results are a vindication

of the government’s reform programme. The
author of those reforms, Michael Gove, was un-
ceremoniously shunted aside in the recent re-
shuffle becausehis changeshadmadehimunpop-
ular.Hewill notbeunpopular among the students,
universities and employers who are benefiting.
There is a lessonhere for theneweducation secre-
tary, Nicky Morgan: reform might be painful and
might cause conflict, but it works.

Euro Blues
France and Italy must take the medicine prescribed for Spain and Portugal

La dolce vita is now officially a drag. Italy’s stub-
born failure to cut taxes and red tape and to re-
form its courts has pulled it back into recession,
where the rest of the eurozone could follow.
France is not helping. François Hollande has

not delivered on his promises of tax and spending
cuts, leaving Europe’s second-biggest economy a
brake ongrowth. EvenGermany’sGDPshrank in
the second quarter of the year. Its fundamentals
are stronger than its neighbours but it shares their
outlook: stagnation with a chance of worse.
The eurozone is flatlining. Bold action by key

leaders could change this, but their records are
not encouraging and the implications for Britain
and the global economy if they fail are dire.
LastweekMarioDraghi, president of theEuro-

pean Central Bank (ECB), called Europe’s recov-
ery “weak, fragile and uneven”. Yesterday it
turned out to be non-existent. The eurozone’s
average growth rate for the quarter was zero.
Europe’s most bloated economies, led by

France and Italy, are begging the ECB for time
and liquidity. They want the kind of quantitative
easing (in essence, newly printedmoney) that has

soothed the pain of recovery in Britain and the
US. Through gritted teeth, Mr Draghi may have
to oblige, but first he is demanding evidence of
critically urgent reforms. He is right to do so. It is
time for France and Italy to face the reality check
forced on Europe’s periphery three years ago.
Along with the mainly gloomy numbers from

the eurozone came four reasons to be cheerful.
SpainandPortugal each recordedhealthygrowth
of 0.6 per cent for the quarter. Ireland is growing
faster.Greece’s economyis shrinkingat its slowest
rate in five years. Since 2011 all have endured
humiliating debt crises, bailouts and social up-
heavals. All now see unemployment falling and
economic stability returning.
Sustained recovery across the eurozone de-

pends, though, on its biggest members. German
growth is likely to pick up again later this year, but
it is acutely vulnerable to the unrest in Ukraine
and sanctions on Russia. Exports to Russia ac-
count for less than 1 per cent of the eurozone’s
overallGDP, butGermanexports toRussia fell by
14 per cent between January and April.
In France, President Hollande has abandoned

his absurd effort to impose a 70 per cent top rate
of tax, but the tax cuts he has promised are inade-
quate and not yet in force. France’s labourmarket
remains impossibly rigid. More than half the
country’s economic output goes on running the
state and its institutions, and there is little chance
ofa return to full employment,much less real eco-
nomic optimism, until they are cut down to size.
Italy’s prime minister, Matteo Renzi, promised

swift reforms on taking office six months ago.
Since thenhehasbeendistractedbyconstitution-
al issues and has procrastinated on what matters.
Hewants 1,000days to showprogress against cor-
ruption and bureaucratic waste. That is too long.
Italy is already a dangerous anomaly — an ad-
vanced industrial economy with a barely func-
tioning tax systemandan “easeof doingbusiness”
ranking lower than Belarus.
Somemonetary easingwill be needed from the

ECB. The risk is that without it Europewill go the
way of Japan, still shrinking five years after the
crash. In return, structural reform in France and
Italy must be non-negotiable. Double standards
in the eurozone is a recipe for meltdown.

Off Your Trolley
Drunk shopping has become the curse of online Britain

“Darling, have you been shopping drunk again?”
“No! Of course not! Why?”
“It’s just you promised that you wouldn’t. After

the Fifty Shades of Grey fiasco.”
“When Ibought all that paint?”
“I still don’t understand why you thought B&Q

might be selling books.”
“It was a heavy night. So what is it this time?”
“I’m not sure. But I distinctly remember little

Billy telling you that he wanted a toy gun.”
“And?”
“And the postman just left awildebeest in a blue

rosette in the front garden.”

“You mean . . ?”
“Yes. A Tory gnu.”
“Ah. Well, it could have been worse.”
“Of course it could. Like the time you came

home from the pub and decided to spend £10,000
on a stylish Italian car.”
“I know, Iknow. . . ”
“And it turned out you had actually bought

10,000 pounds of Alfafa from Romania.”
“I know, I said. But you’re no better.What about

your Apple Mac?”
“It’s a very fetching cagoule!”
“Bit expensive, though. You should have just let

me order you a PC.”
“Come off it. Not after the last one had you ar-

rested for wasting police time.”
“I wince when a card comes through the door.

What must they think of us at the post office?”
“I’m just so busy!When else am Imeant to shop

online? I don’t even have an iPhone.”
“Because instead you bought an ear trumpet.”
“You’re the one who spent £100 on Ocado!”
“At least nowwe’ll never run out of guacamole.”
“Maybe the answer is just buying less beer.”
“And certainly fewer bears.”
“Not to worry. Maybe it’ll eat the gnu.”

Daily Universal Register

UK: National Statistics publishes the annual
listing of the top 100 names for babies in
2013; it is the first day of 5th and final Test
against India at the Oval; the government
consultation closes on access rights to speed
up fracking; the three-day British
Birdwatching Fair begins at Rutland Water
Belgium: EU foreign ministers meet in
Brussels to discuss the Iraq crisis
India: Prime minister Narendra Modi gives
his first Independence Day speech

A tall new flower is
appearing at the
edge of rivers and
streams, sometimes
growing in the
water. This is
himalayan, or

indian, balsam. It has gaudy pink flowers
with a high hood and a spreading lip, which
resemble a cow’s face when looked at from
the front. The stalks are red, and the plant
can reach 3.1m (10ft) high. Bumble bees like
the nectar, and can disappear inside the
flowers when gathering it. They have to
manoeuvre carefully to get out. The seed
capsules burst when they are ripe, and shoot
the seeds many yards away. One can also get
them to explode by touching them. Children
call them jumping jacks, and have
competitions to see how far they can get the
seeds to fly. The seeds float off on the river,
and sow themselves lower down. This is a
popular flower with some people, because it
puts on a very handsome show, but it is
hated by others. The plants grow close
together, stifling all other vegetation, and
when they die and collapse in winter, they
can leave the river bank bare and muddy.
“Balsam bashes” are sometimes held to
destroy them. They are flowers of the
Himalayas, and were brought here in the
mid-19th century. derwent may

The Princess Royal, 64;
Ben Affleck, actor, Argo
(2012), 42; Richard
Deacon, abstract sculptor,
65; Professor Andrew
Gamble, political scientist
and author, The Sceptre at
the Feast (2009), 67; John

Gilhooly, artistic and executive director,
Wigmore Hall, 41; Laura Mulvey, director,
Birkbeck Institute for the Moving Image, 73;
Janice Murray, director, National Army
Museum, 57; James O’Donnell, organist and
master of the choristers, Westminster Abbey,
53; Sir Oliver Popplewell, High Court judge,
Queen’s Bench Division (1983-99), 87; Tony
Robinson, actor, Blackadder (1983-89), 68;
Judge John Samuels, QC, president,
Prisoners’ Education Trust, 74; Jack
Sheffield, author, Teacher, Teacher!, 69; the
Ven Nicola Sullivan, archdeacon of Wells,
56; Lord (William) Waldegrave of North
Hill, provost of Eton College, 68; Air Chief
Marshal Sir WilliamWratten, AOC-in-C,
Strike Command (1994-97), 75.

In 1843 the Tivoli Pleasure Gardens opened
in Copenhagen; in 1914 the Panama Canal
was officially opened; in 1945 VJ Day was
celebrated, marking Japan’s surrender to the
Allies on August 14; in 1947 India became
independent from Britain; in 1969 the
Woodstock music festival began in Bethel,
New York; in 1998 a car bomb in Omagh,
Northern Ireland, killed 29 people.

“I have laboured to refine our language to
grammatical purity, and to clear it from
colloquial barbarisms, licentious idioms, and
irregular combinations.”
Samuel Johnson

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word
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Letters to the Editor

Corrections &
Clarifications

l In our report “Twins fled to Syria
to become jihadist brides, say police”
(News, July 11) we published a
photograph which we said was of
Salma Halane. This was a mistake.
The individual pictured is not
involved in the story and was wrongly
identified as one of two schoolgirls
police believe travelled to Syria. We
apologise for the error and the
distress caused.
l In our report of the outcome of an
employment tribunal brought by
Charmaine Wakelin against Marks &
Spencer (“Assistant with HIV
victimised by M&S”, News, May 23),
we referred to the allegation that Mrs
Wakelin had been victimised and
harassed after a new boss took over in
her department in 2010. None of Mrs
Wakelin’s claims about the conduct of
her new boss were upheld by the
tribunal. We apologise that this was
not made clear in the article.
l Our editing of a letter from
Emeritus Professor Bin Cheng (Aug
8) resulted in Article vi of the 1967
Space Treaty appearing as Article vii.
We apologise for the error.

Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email
to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 1 London
Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF

1 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9GF
Email: letters@thetimes.co.uk

Child abuse
Sir, The government should explain
why, four weeks after Baroness
Butler-Sloss resigned from leading
the inquiry into organised child
abuse, her replacement has not been
found. The delay suggests that the
government is failing to take the issue
seriously, despite allegations of abuse
and protection of abusers at Cabinet
and senior government levels.
It is the establishment itself which

is on trial. The decision to appoint
one of its members to act as judge
and jury alarmed survivors who
feared that the inquiry would become
another desperate attempt to pull
ermine over the eyes of the public.
Not only must the inquiry be led by

an individual with a record of
challenging the establishment. The
terms of reference of the inquiry need
to be revised to meet public demands
that abusers within the government
and senior civil service are brought to
justice alongside those who have
covered up for their crimes.
phil frampton
(Founding chairman, Care Leavers
Association)
Manchester

Trebles all round
Sir, The closing of a village pub can
be a win-win situation for all (letter,
Aug 13). I recently converted a run-
down village pub with a three-
bedroom flat above into three shops
with two one-bed flats above.
One of the shops is a baker’s, which

I’m sure brings more pleasure to more
locals than the pub had done for
many years. The other two shops
were taken by people already trading
on the outskirts of the village. Both
report an increase in trading from
their central village location. The flats
have been taken by young local
people wanting to stay in the village.
tim mascall
Hatfield Heath, Essex

Sir, All is not lost. Our village pub —
the Tally Ho at Littlehempston —
was put up for sale by the landlord,
and change of use to a home was
looming.
So the villagers got together and

bought it, and six months later it is
very successful. Shares are still
available.
jennifer galton-fenzi
Littlehempston, Devon

British must unite against terrorist threats
Sir, It is certainly true (letters, Aug
13) that British Jews are distressed
by reactions against them because of
the Gaza conflict — but we have
been here before: in the 1980s over
the Phalangist massacre of
Palestinians in Sabra and Shatila; in
the 1970s with the UN resolution
equating Zionism with racism; in
1946 when the King David Hotel,
Jerusalem, was blown up.
If antisemitism seems to be rising,

it may simply be due to new
methods of communication — in
social media such as Twitter people
are much more outspoken than they
are in print.
Whatever the case, why should

British Jews be blamed for events in
the Middle East? Those who oppose
China’s policy in Tibet do not hound
Chinese restaurants in London and
Bradford.
It is vital for national cohesion

that we do not import the problems
of the Middle East and make Britain
a proxy warzone. The good
relations between most British
Muslims and Jews should be used as

evidence that there is no inherent
antagonism between the faiths, that
Israel/Gaza is a political problem
that requires a political solution,
and we can best help by showing
how it is possible to live side by side
in harmony. If we cannot achieve
that here, what hope for those
there?
rabbi dr jonathan romain
Maidenhead Synagogue, Berks

Sir, You report (Aug 13) that most
Britons feel threatened by terrorists.
This is hardly surprising, as in the
same article you report that in
Oxford Street, London, Isis
supporters were openly handing out
terrorist material to passers-by and
are being investigated under anti-
terrorism legislation.
One wonders, therefore, how it is

that, if threatened they feel, so many
Britons in London, Manchester and
elsewhere spend their weekends on
demonstrations openly supporting
the terrorist organisations, Hamas
and Hezbollah — or do they become
“un-terrorist” when their victims

are Israeli (whether Jewish,
Christian or Muslim)?
Terrorism is the same the world

over and we must all stand united in
fighting it, whether the lives being
defended are the citizens of Israel,
or the Christians or Yazidis in Iraq.
anthony levy
Woodford Green, Essex

Sir, Terrorism is not exclusively
linked with any religion and
ethnicity — in past centuries almost
all peoples have experienced
terrorism at the hands of other
religions and ethnicities. However,
Britain throughout those centuries
has been a humane and civilised
sanctuary for those fleeing religious
and political persecution. Ethnic and
religious minorities have
enormously contributed to British
civilisation and economic prosperity.
Terrorism has no religion. We
should be united, especially when we
are faced with problems of biblical
proportions such as climate change.
dr munjed farid al qutob
London NW2

Euro law in action
Sir, Lord Neuberger’s comments on
the European Court of Human Rights
(Aug 12) are to be welcomed if they
reflect an understanding, albeit
belated, of the fundamental
differences in the interpretation of
UK and European law.
Our system depends on a strict

interpretation of statute, with judges
traditionally unwilling to look at
Hansard or White Papers and relying
instead on a minute examination of
the wording of tightly drafted acts. Be
inside by a comma and the statute
applies; be outside by a similar margin
and it does not apply.
The Code Napoleon and, as a

result, EU directives are drafted in a
far simpler language with express
guidance on the intended purpose of
the legislation. Judges and civil
servants then apply the legislation in
a purposive manner resulting in
differences between the outcome in
different cases which might surprise
British-trained lawyers.
If we are ever to be comfortable in

the EU we need to adopt the
European approach to the
interpretation of European law both
in determining cases and in drafting
enabling legislation. If not, we will
always be putting ourselves at a
disadvantage as lawyers and civil
servants seek strict accuracy in a
system designed to operate in a
different manner.
During my business career I dealt

with Brussels authorities on a number
of occasions, and their officials always
commented: “The UK refers more
matters to Europe than most of the
rest of Europe put together. When
will you learn to apply our legislation
as intended and trust your own
judgments.”
anthony glossop
Worcester

Sikh women
Sir, As a Sikh woman, I know only
too well that Sikhs are “a proud
people” (letter, Aug 12). So proud,
indeed, that early descendants of Sikh
gurus, the Bedis, would prefer to kill
their daughters at birth than allow
them to marry someone outside their
privileged status.
Mercifully, under the British, this

ancient custom largely disappeared
from Punjab, and remained so until
the 1980s, when its modern version —
abortion of female foetuses —
returned with a vengeance under the
Sikh government.
Given a choice of a Gandhi-

inspired “Hindu supremacy” or an
undiluted male-oriented Sikh rule, I
know which one I would choose.
simren kaur
Jalandhar City, Punjab, India

Village verse
Sir, I’ve always loved the name Ryme
Intrinseca, having been born within
five miles of the village (letters Aug 11
and 13), but I’ve since decided that
Whitchurch Canonicorum takes the
biscuit.
alan millard
Lee-on-the-Solent, Hants

Snevill
Sir, Classic FM often announced
performances by our beloved
nonagenarian as being under the
baton of “Snevill Marriner”. Mind
you, a current Radio 3 announcer
says “Om” and “Ov” for “I am” or “I
have.”
david oldbury
Dartmouth, Devon

Sir, It is hard to believe that I first saw
Sir Neville Marriner, still going strong
at the grand age of 90 (Arts First
Night, Aug 12), in 1966. The concert
was on a cold winter night in a tiny
village hall in Clevedon, Somerset,
and he was in charge of a chamber
ensemble drawn from the
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.
Rodney Senior, the BSO’s principal
trumpet, had just finished playing the
first movement of the Haydn
concerto. Seated in the middle of the
front row was an elderly lady dressed
head to toe in black (think the Giles
cartoon Grandma). In the brief pause
between movements her voice rang
out. “Hear, hear” she cried. The
audience giggled and poor Mr Senior
took a while to regain composure and
find his embouchure. Meanwhile Mr
Marriner (as he then was), his back to
the audience, could be seen shaking
uncontrollably with laughter. It is an
abiding memory even after all these
years.
martin furber
Cardiff

The Editor of the Jewish Chronicle
and Jewish World writes:

“Instance after instance has come
to my knowledge of the ignorant
assumption up and down the
country that every Jew is
necessarily a German and is hence
being made the object of hatred as
an enemy of this country. In
Germany I learn that our Jews are
in a somewhat similar case, but

there they are not called ‘German’
Jews, but ‘Russian’ Jews.
“The fact is, of course, that Jews

are by their tradition and, indeed,
by absolute Jewish law, bound in
loyalty to the country of which they
are citizens. The Jew in Germany is
no more German than the German,
and the Jew in England is no less
English than the English. Even in
Russia the Russian Jew, at this
hour of Russia’s trial, is as Russian
as the Russian.
“From end to end of the Empire

Jews of all classes have, shoulder to
shoulder with their fellow-citizens,
manifested their unswerving
loyalty in a hundred directions to
this country in the righteous cause
for which it has drawn the sword.
“This attitude of our people is

perhaps only natural, seeing what
the Jews of all the world owe to
England for the example she has
set in relation to Jews. But I do
think it unwise at this juncture in
the nation’s affairs that anything
should be done or said which it is
possible may encourage in the
ignorant some doubt about the

loyalty of a section of the country’s
citizens.”

AN APPEAL TO RUGBY
FOOTBALLERS
The following notice has been sent
out to all Rugby Union clubs: “The
Rugby Union are glad to know that
a large number of their players
have already volunteered for
service. They express a hope that
all Rugby players will join some
force in their own town or county.”

Many of the women employees at
Peter Robinson’s (Limited), of
Oxford Street and Regent Street,
have volunteered as nurses for
home or foreign service. They are
now undergoing the necessary
examination, and then they will
form themselves into the “Peter
Robinson” detachment, which is to
be equipped at that firm’s expense.

on this day august 15, 1914

UNFAIR
SUSPICION
OF JEWS

Scottish culture
Sir, You report that the artist Sandy
Moffat, at the Edinburgh Book
Festival, criticised the National
Galleries for not doing enough to
promote Scottish art (Aug 13).
This is a strange criticism just when

the National Galleries is a key partner
in Generation: 25 Years of
Contemporary Art in Scotland, one of
the most ambitious surveys of
contemporary art ever mounted.
Regular visitors will know that our
programme is brimming with displays
of Scottish art. Professor Moffat
mentioned specifically Sir Henry
Raeburn and Allan Ramsay, both
shown with pride and in depth (34
works by Raeburn and 19 by Ramsay
are on display) at the refurbished
Portrait Gallery. This year we
announced a project to transform the
galleries of Scottish art at the National
Gallery on The Mound. We are proud
to present the best of Scottish art and
would be pleased to add Sandy Moffat
to our mailing list so he can keep in
touch with what we are doing.
ben thomson
Chairman, National Galleries of
Scotland

sign up for a weekly email
with extracts from
the times history of the war
ww1.thetimes.co.uk

Grumphrys
Sir, It would be refreshing to have a
change from all those “sea changes”
we hear about, which are rarely either
rich or strange.
w roy large
Newcastle-upon-Tyne

Sir, When I recently rang my car
insurer to question the cost of the
breakdown cover I’d been quoted, the
person I spoke to expressed his
surprise at the rather large sum by
exclaiming “Yowser!” I’m all for
informality in phone calls, but a few
days later someone at a government
office ended our phone conversation
by signing off with “Laters!”
dr matin durrani
Bristol
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Refugees demand camps divided on ethnic lines
national organisations with a humani-
tarian mandate to offer aid in a trans-
parent, equitable way— but he admits
the realities of a sectarian war are diffi-
cult to avoid.
“We have to respect individual

desires; what they’ve been through —
think of how you would feel,” he said.
“So theChristianswant to live inAnka-
wa.We just can’t tell peoplewhat to do.”
Outsidehelp isneeded,MrHadi said.

“We need a warranty from the US and
the EU to eliminate Daash [the Islamic
State, or Isis]. Until we can do that,
these people have a right to be scared.”
YazanBabaallos, the deacon of one of

the churches in Arbil, suggested that
sectarian suspicionswere not universal:
only Christians sought refuge in his
church, but Muslims were among his
biggestdonors. “Someof theSunnis and
Shias who come by with donations are
so generous, I just can’t accept all they
offer,” he said. “We all live in a country
named Iraq. There is still hope.”

taking shape along sectarian lines, said
an aid worker at Bahirka, but it was
understandable. “Recently, a group of
Yazidis realised we had hired aMuslim
chef to cook for them. They rejected
him. It’s about cultures, backgrounds.”
Nawzad Hadi, the governor of Arbil,

said there was no plan in place to settle
like with like. He works with inter-

another 150 are Shabak, or Shia Kurds.
There are also someShiaTurkmen and
a few Sunni Arabs.
“I think there’s a problem here

between Kakai and Shabak, and the
Arabs,” saidHuseinZiwa, aKakai father
of six from Qaraqosh. “People ask why
we should live with Arabs, when they
are the cause of what happened to us.”
A Sunni Muslim man named Salam

ambled over in a stained traditional
robe and a pair of cracked plastic
sandals. He insisted that he felt com-
fortable among so many people from
other sects. “All the poor people of Iraq
are brothers — Christians, Sunnis,
Shias, Turkmen, Kakai,” he said.
However, his face betrayed anuncer-

tainty, and after he and the other men
left, a teenager voiced his misgivings.
“We Sunnis have problems every-
where. Problems in my hometown,
Mosul, with the government. Problems
here too.Everyonegives you that look.”
It was not ideal to see communities

The sectarian divisions that threaten to
tear Iraq apart are shaping the
country’s humanitarian response, with
refugee camps split along ethnic lines.
In Arbil, the capital of Iraqi Kurdis-

tan, which has one of the highest num-
bers of refugees, Christians driven from
their homes have gravitated to the
area’s churches, where volunteers have
set up temporary accommodation
across every inch of churchyard.
Strangers sleep barely a metre apart,

separated by canvas tent walls. There is
no lighting, but residents say theyarenot
worriedaboutsafety.“Mostofusarefrom
the same towns,” said a young mother.
“And, of course, we’re all Christians.”
Twenty minutes away, in Bahirka, a

UN camp for Syrian refugees that is
rapidly being expanded for displaced
Iraqis contains no Christians. Of the
500 or so families here, 150 areKakai, a
sect of about a million people, and

Horror tales as 100,000
Yazidi finally find safety

The bridge at Fishkabur over the Tigris
river is the final staging post for the
exhausted survivors of what is turning
into a Yazidi genocide.
Thin, many of them barefoot, the

Yazidis who cross the bridge have
escaped across the sun-parched Sinjar
mountains and throughmiles of desert
beyond, on theonly safe pathout of ter-
ritory controlled by the Islamic State as
they try to reach northern Syria.
For some the journey ends here.

Thousands have decided to stay in
Syria, in the newest, full-to-bursting
refugeecamp inacountryalreadydeal-
ing with nine million of its own dis-
placed. Most, however, choose to con-
tinue northeast along the border to
cross the river back into northern Iraq.

“We had two choices: stay in Syria at
the camp, or come back to Iraq,” said
Morad Mustafa Suleyman, as he fin-
gered the bandages on his swollen,
bleeding feet. “Neither choice is good.
No Yazidi can live in Iraq any longer.”
More than 100,000 Yazidi people

have crossed Fishkabur bridge in the
past week. Everyone who does has a
story of neighbours being slaughtered,
relatives left to die on the mountain.
In the white-tented settlements that

line the road leading from the bridge,
tales that are implausibly horrible have
become disturbingly mundane.
It is the details that reveal the depth

of the tragedy unfolding in the 4,500ft
Sinjar mountains: the packs of dogs
picking over the unburied bodies, and
the finalwhisperedwordsofgoodbyeas
men leave their mothers to die.
Morad isoneof thosemen.He left his

80-year-old mother in the village of
Solakh, alongside 70 others who were
too old or crippled to walk any farther.
She had already walked up the moun-
tain once, and back down again when
theyrealised theyhad takenadead-end
route. She could not bear to climb it
again.
Morad is praying that the food and

water he leftwith herwill keepher alive
until help arrives. “If anyone can rescue
thembyanymeans, pleasedo,”hewept.
However, Solakh is now surrounded

on three sides by fighters from the
Islamic State, also knownas Isis, and by
the mountains on the fourth side, and
he knows that only a massive ground
assault or an airlift could save them.
Conscious of his friend’s torment,

Adil Sharmo did not want to speak
about his joyful reunion with his own

mother until he was sitting alone. He,
too, had left her to die, in a house near
the mountaintop village of Karcy, after
a 13-hour trek across the mountains.
“I thought thatwould be the last time

I would ever see her,” he said.
He could not accept that she could

get so close to freedom and still die,
however, so when he reached the Syri-
an border he told the Kurdish fighters
waiting there exactly where he had left
her. “My brothers in Germany were
callingmeeveryhour, saying, ‘Where is
she? Where is she?’” Morad said.
His five daughters were sure that

their grandmother was dead. However,
a few hours later, at dawn, a pick-up
truck came across the border carrying
hismother. “I cannot describe thatmo-
ment,”he said. “ThankGodshe is alive.”

Illustrating the rapidly escalating

scale of the unfolding humanitarian
crisis, theUnitedNations yesterday de-
clared the emergency in the country to
have reached the highest level. The
agency said that 1.2 million Iraqis had
been displaced, with 150,000 refugees
inDohuk city, in IraqiKurdistan, alone.
Despite this, theUS said onWednes-

day that a special rescue mission in the
Sinjarmountainswas unlikely, asmany
refugees had already fled down the
mountain to camps, one of the biggest
being Fishkabur.
Adil’s mother, Zarif, now sits with

hundreds of other survivors in a school
in the Iraqi border town of Zakho that
has been turned into a makeshift
refugee camp. She is surrounded by the
grandchildren who thought that they
had lost her for ever.
She is 77, tired and hunched, with a

sunbeaten face, but themental strength
that sustained her after her family left
her shines in her lively eyes.
“I crawled across the mountain

because I couldnotwalk,” she said. “But
when we came to Karcy I was exhaust-
ed, I couldn’tmove. I toldAdil to go and
to save his daughters, but after he left I
was crying, and throwing myself on
God’s mercy.”
The house she stayed in was the only

one on that stretch of mountaintop
road, and it became a beacon for the
many people who had made it that far
before being drainedof theirwill to live.
More than 50 others had stayed there,
Zarif said, all certain it would become
their tomb.
Some walked to a nearby graveyard,

as they felt death near. “They said that,
if they died, at least someone might be
able to bury them there,” she said.
When the Kurdish forces arrived at

the house in Karcy, many there could
not believe they were being rescued.
“I didn’t even know where they were

taking us, but I have never been so
happy,” Zarif said. “I’ve seen my family
again, and that’s all I wanted. I’m not
afraid of dying now.”

A Yazidi child whose family made it to a camp near the Turkey-Iraq border

Kidnapped
aid workers
ignored pleas

Two Italian aid workers were kid-
napped by Islamist militants in Syria
after the women ignored their parents’
pleas not to travel there.
Vanessa Marzullo, 21, and her friend,

Greta Ramelli, 20, were seized by
armedmen from the house of an oppo-
sition leader in Aleppo, where they
were working to bring humanitarian
aid to the local population with the
Horryaty Association, a pro-Syria
charity they had founded.
“Whoever has taken Vanessa and

Greta prisoner should remember what
they were there to do,” Salvatore Mar-
zullo, Ms Marzullo’s father, said. “They

Italy
Philip Willan Rome

The gruelling trek across the Sinjar

Sara Elizabeth Williams Arbil

Survivors who fled
Islamic State in north
of Iraq find refuge in
Kurdistan, reports
Hannah Lucinda Smith

An Arbil churchyard hosts refugees
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wanted to do good and it would be
dramatic if someone were to repay
them with evil.”
Mr Marzullo, who runs a restaurant

in Verdello, northern Italy, responded
to criticisms that he had been irrespon-
sible in allowing two inexperienced
young women to travel into such a
notoriously dangerous war zone.
“What could I do? Vanessa is an

adult, a golden girl, brave and respon-
sible. I tried to reasonwithher, I tried to
convince her in everyway I could not
to do what she had in mind,” Mr
Marzullo told the Corriere della
Sera.
“But when you realise that all

your talk, your thoughts and
eventually all your prayers are
not heard, what can you do? I
could not stop her from doing
what shewanted. It’s not like you
can take a person and tie them
down. Tell me what I had to do.
Was I wrong? I had to tie her
down?” the distraught father
told the newspaper.
In another interview with

the weekly magazine Oggi,

Mr Marzullo said he had been hurt by
those who had publicly criticised his
family for being foolhardy.
“Vanessa is just the opposite. She is a

profound girl who empathises with the
sufferings of others and is not able to sit
by idly,” he said.
Stefano Clerici, a local councillor in

the town of Varese, said that the girls’
parents, rather than the Italian tax-
payer, should pay any ransom required
for their release.
“Young girls should not play at being

‘little humanitarians’ but should stick
to Barbie dolls,” Mr Clerici said.

The women are believed to have
made their way into Syria from
Turkey and were on their third visit
to the country since taking up its
cause in 2012.

The Italian foreign ministry
said it was “working belly to the
ground” to try to locate and res-
cue the missing women.
Their case is also being followed

by Monsignor Mario Zenari, the
Vatican’s diplomatic representa-
tive in Syria.
He is also seekingnewsofFather

Paolo Dall’Oglio, a Roman Catholic
priest who lived in Syria and has been
missing for more than a year.
News reports suggest that the Italian

authorities have identified the group
holding the women and have opened
negotiations for their release inanenvi-
ronment where money is the universal
language.
“We’re on the tracks of the kidnap-

pers,” Lapo Pistelli, the deputy foreign
minister, told Corriere della Sera. “We
know where they are and in whose
hands.”
Ms Marzullo’s Facebook page gave

an account of the difficult circumstan-
ces under which the aid workers were
operating and her sympathy for the
sufferings of the Syrian people.
“We have learnt to drink tea under

the bombs and to laugh,” she wrote in
one post.
MsMarzullo summedup the reasons

she was running such risks in a post
where she described “the tiny devastat-
edbodyof a babygirl fromAleppo,with
her legs pulverised by an explosion”.
Her association provided food and
medical supplies to the population.

ILYAS AKENGIN/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; REUTERS

Runaway sets up camp by
Walmart’s nappies aisle
Page 36

Pope’s high-level
diplomacy over China
Page 34

mountains is the only path to safety for the masses fleeing the advance of Isis, but it is a journey too arduous for the old and infirm among the Yazidi to even attempt

by

We broke
siege, says
Obama after
aid drops end

The United States last night hailed as a
success an operation to drop emer-
gency supplies to refugees trapped on
mountains in northern Iraq.
“Webroke the siege ofMount Sinjar,”

President Obama, on vacation in Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, told reporters. A “small
team” of military and civilian US per-
sonnel had been on the ground to as-
sess the plight of the refugees, he said.
“The bottom line is that the situation

has greatly improved,” he said. “We do
not expect an additional operation to
evacuate people.”
He said that 114,000 meals and

35,000 gallons of water had been dis-
tributed to refugees on the mountain.
There would be no further air drops,
but he insisted he was not abandoning
Iraq, saying theUSwouldcontinuepro-
viding humanitarian assistance in
other parts of the country being be-
sieged by militants. US airstrikes
against Isis fighters would continue “to
protect ourpeople andour facilities”, he
added.
Britain was last night poised to call

off its rescue mission to those trapped
on the Sinjar mountains, but a spokes-
man for No 10 said the option for re-
newed action would be kept open.
Mr Cameron had hoped to focus on

the Sinjar rescuemission, rather than a
direct confrontation with fighters from
Isis — which would involve recalling
parliament — after he returned from
holiday earlier than expected on
Wednesday.
The aid effort, run in consultation

with the US and the Iraqi Kurdistan
government,wasplaguedbydelaysand
confusion. Until Wednesday, it was
thought that amass rescuemissionwas
needed to saveasmanyas30,000starv-
ing refugees from the Sinjarmountains
— an estimate provided by the United
Nations. However, after a belated re-
connaissance mission by US special
forces, thenumberwas radicallyadjust-
ed onWednesday night to about 4,500
people — almost half of whom were
said to be herders who live on the
mountains, and had no desire to leave.
Four Chinook helicopters kept on

standby at a base in Cyprus remained
on the tarmac last night. Plans to drop
more emergency supplies last night
were cancelled, and itwas unclearwhe-
ther flights would resume today.
Six Tornado fighter-bombers, fitted

with surveillance cameras and radars,
were also on standby, but only two are
known to have conducted a sortie.
Britainhas so far conducted sevenair

drops, supplying thousands of reusable
water containers and tens of thousands
of litres of water, as well as hundreds of
solar lanterns that can also be used as
mobile phone chargers.
Makeshift shelter kits for those stuck

inscorchingdaytimetemperatures that
regularly soar above 40C (104F) were
also supplied. “The British people can
be proud that much-needed aid sup-
plies from the UK are getting through
to help vulnerable people in northern
Iraqwhoare facing terrible conditions,”
Justine Greening, the development
secretary, said.

Devika Bhat, Sam Coates,
Deborah Haynes

Greta Ramelli, 20,
left, and Vanessa
Marzullo, 21, who
had founded a

charity to deliver
humanitarian
aid to the
people of Syria
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Rising panic after Ukraine’s
army bombards rebel capital
Shells slammed into the centre ofDon-
etsk for the first time yesterday, killing
four and feeding rising panic in the
biggest city held by rebels in eastern
Ukraine. Volleys of Grad rocket fire
continued to pummel the city during
the afternoon as the Ukrainian army
stepped up its siege with an unusually
heavy daytime bombardment. Gunfire
was clearly audible in the centre.

Around 140 miles to the east, a
convoy of 262 Russian military trucks
carrying what the Kremlin says is
humanitarian aid for civilians cut off by
the war in east Ukraine waited in fields
just over the Russian border.
What theydonext couldbekey to the

prospects for peace in the region,where
a sudden spate of resignations by rebel
leaders suggested that theKremlin and
thepro-Russian insurgencyareprepar-
ing a fresh strategy.
InMoscow,AlexandrBorodai, aRus-

sianwho stepped down as primeminis-
ter of the separatist Donetsk People’s
Republic last week, told Russian media
yesterday that Igor Girkin, a fellow
Russian who served as the main mili-
tary commander of the rebels and was
reported wounded this
week, had also resigned.
Hehasbeen replacedbya
man known as “Tsar”.
Earlier the leader of

the separatist move-
ment in the neigh-
bouringLuhansk re-
gion also quit. Val-
ery Bolotov, head of
the self-proclaimed Lu-
hansk People’s Republic,
said that he was injured
and could not continue
in the role.
In Crimea, annexed

byRussia fromUkraine
in March following a
covert military opera-
tion, President Putin
told a gathering of Rus-
sian MPs and ministers
in Yalta that his aim was

“to stop the bloodshed in Ukraine as
soon as possible”.
Russia has accused Kiev of causing a

humanitarian catastrophe in east
Ukraine and dispatched a convoy of
trucks which it said was loaded with al-
most 20,000 tons of aid to the regionon
Tuesday. Following a rearguard diplo-
matic operation byUkraine, whichwas
not notified of the delivery and fears
that it couldbea cover for amilitaryop-
eration or even a direct invasion, the
convoy turned away from aUkrainian-
controlled border post and headed in-
stead for a crossing point at Izvarino,
which is in the hands of the rebels. Rus-
sian military helicopters and army ve-
hicles accompanied the convoy.
The International RedCross indicat-

edyesterday that itwouldaccept theaid
if the supplies crossed the border “in

militia-controlled areas” subject to
Kiev’s approval.

Russian media reports
suggested that the trucks
may not cross the bor-
der until Sunday. Their
expected destination is
Luhansk, the rebels’
second largest city,
which has been with-
out electricity and
running water for
more than aweek. To
get there, the column
must either reach an
agreement with the
Ukrainian military or
confront them.
Ukrainian troops yes-

terday occupied the village
of Novosvetlivka, which
straddles the main road
from Luhansk to Izva-
rino.

Ukraine
Ben Hoyle Donetsk

Sanctions force oil firm
to go cap in hand to Putin

Russia’s largest oil company has asked
the Kremlin for a $45 billion bailout as
sanctions imposed by the West over
Ukraine begin to bite.
Rosneft wants to borrow billions of

dollars from the Russian government
to pay off its huge debts, according to
reports in Moscow. Sanctions imposed
by the US last month ban western
banks from providing long-term fi-
nancing to key Russian companies.
Rosneft is under pressure because it

has to repay more than half its $45 bil-
lion debt before the end of next year.
About $9.4 billion of this is due at the
end of this year.
Other heavily indebted Russian

companies similarly hit by the sanc-
tions are thought to be jockeying to
compete for limited “rainy day” funds
in the state budget.
If the Kremlin refuses to provide the

loan to Rosneft, analysts said the com-
pany could turn toChina for themoney
by selling more oil under secretive
long-term deals. Rosneft amassed the
debts last year after buying TNK-BP,
the Russian oil venture part-owned by
BP, the British oil company, in a $55 bil-
lion deal. BP owns 19.8 per cent of the
Russian company.
Bob Dudley, the American chief ex-

ecutive of BP, has promised to stand by
Rosneft despite the tightening of sanc-
tions that threaten to isolateRussia and
choke economic growth.
Andrew Neff, an analyst at IHS, a

consultancy, said: “The sanctions are
clearly having an impact. Rosneft is
making sure it’s first in line to lay claim
to money from government funds.
“Rosneft comes under the category

of ‘too big to fail’. The fact that it has be-
come a signature Russian company
suggests that it will find the money
somehow, even if they can’t get it from
theRussiangovernment.The company
is most likely to tap up the Chinese.”
Rosneft is 75 per cent owned by the

Russian government and its dividends
are so important to the national budget
that they are ring-fenced. Igor Sechin,
the chief executive of Rosneft and a
close ally of President Putin, has writ-
ten to the government outlining ways
to repay thedebts, thenewspaperVedo-
mosti said. The company has admitted
looking for anti-sanctions measures.
Julia Pribytkova, an analyst at the

credit rating agency Moody’s, said:
“Rosneft is exposed because its financ-
ing options have narrowed significant-
ly as a result of the sanctions.”
Russian banks, including Gazprom-

bank, VEB and Russian Agricultural
Bank, have already asked the govern-
ment for state funds totalling $86 bil-
lion to ease their cash crunch.
US sanctions imposed at the end of

lastmonth prevent Rosneft andNovat-
ek — a private gas firm run by close
allies of President Putin — and two
state-controlled banks from raising
anything but short-term debt that ma-
tures within 90 days in the US. Euro-
peanbanksmust comply if theywant to
keep their US operations.

Russia
Tim Webb

Part of a convoy in Russia preparing to carry aid over the border into Ukraine

YURI KOCHETKOV/EPA

A woman hurt in the
shelling of Donetsk
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America fears summer of race riots as
police use smoke bombs on protesters
Police faced a wave of criticism yester-
day after using smoke bombs and tear
gas to subdueprotesters duringa fourth
night of unrest in a St Louis suburb.
America awoke to images resem-

bling a war zone on its streets as police
officers in military-style uniforms
clashed with demonstrators in Fergus-
on, where protests erupted after an
unarmed black teenager was shot dead
by a white policeman.
Since Michael Brown was killed on

Saturday, the mostly black Midwest
suburbhasenduredonenightofviolent
rioting and three successive nights
where police have fired plastic bullets,
tear gas and smoke bombs at crowds.
Wednesday night’s trouble started

withanevent ina local park intended to
celebrate the life of the 18-year-old
youth, who had just graduated from
high school and had been due to start
college this week.
But after dark, police in riot gear and

backed by armoured trucks broke up
demonstrations as rocks and petrol
bombs were thrown at their lines.
Two journalistswerehandcuffedand

arrested inabranchofMcDonald’s and,
separately, a black St Louis councillor
who has been praised for documenting
the events of the week on social media,
spent the night in jail.
Police ordered Alderman Antonio

French out of his car and charged him
with unlawful assembly. Speaking as he
emerged from the police station yester-
day, Mr French told the media: “Our
civil rights don’t expire at 9pm.”
President Obama broke off from his

holiday in Martha’s Vineyard to urge
“peace and calm on the streets of
Ferguson”. He said there was never an
excuse for violence against police or for
using events as a cover for looting, but
made clear that officers had a duty to
allowpeacefulprotestandnotuseexces-
sive force. “Weall need toholdourselves
to a higher standard here,” he added.
Mr Obama has ordered the Depart-

mentof Justice and theFBI to run sepa-
rate investigations into what happened
when the student was shot.
Alderman French described how the

latest night of violence unfolded as
about 200 protesters gathered near the
scene of a convenience storewhichwas
burnt out by looters.
He said: “The protest was as normal,

it seemed peaceful, there was a lot of
people out there, but just around nine
o’clock, all of a sudden the officers got
on thebullhorn [loudhailer].They said,
‘This is no longer a peaceful assembly’
and that everybody should leave or
return to their cars. They said it about

two or three more times then they said
‘This is your final warning’ .
“They started to move in. As they

started, that agitated the crowd.A lot of
youngmen started cursing again at the
officers and then the police released
smoke bombs and the people scattered
and ran. When they realised it was just
smoke, not tear gas, some of them
started to comeback.Thepolice started
to move forward with their assault

vehicles and their riot gear and then
tear gas started coming.”
Yesterday senior politicians began to

protest at the way police were respond-
ing. “This is America, not a war zone,”
tweetedElizabethWarren, aDemocrat
senator.
The governor of Missouri, the Dem-

ocrat Jay Nixon, promised that there
would be “operational shifts” to the
police presence to guarantee peaceful

protest. Claire McCaskill, the Missouri
state senator said: “This kind of re-
sponse by the police is becoming the
problem instead of the solution.”
Republican Senator Rand Paul

warned of the growingmilitarisation of
theUSpoliceandsaid: “Given the racial
disparities in our criminal justice
system it is impossible for African-
Americans not to feel like their govern-
ment is particularly targeting them.”

Half a century
on, inequality
still runs deep
Analysis David Taylor

S
moke bombs and
military-style policing in
Ferguson this week have
vividly illustrated how,
even in the age of Obama,

50 years after the Civil Rights
Act passed into law, the battle for
equality in the US goes on.
In big cities across the country,

one black child in six is taught in
an “apartheid school”, where
99 per cent of pupils are non-
white. They have poorer facilities,
and young black men are twice as
likely as white pupils to leave
school with no qualifications.
The disparity continues in

unemployment rates and pay, but
is most pronounced in the justice
system. There are almost one
million black men in US jails,
and black youths aged 18 and 19
are nearly ten times more likely
to be in prison than whites of the
same age. On present trends,
rights groups say, one in three
black males born today can
expect to spend time in prison.
Mandatory minimum

sentences for drug crimes have
swollen the prison population,
with black people convicted at a
higher rate. And while black men
make up only 6 per cent of the
population, they account for
43 per cent of murder victims.

A protester,
above, prepares
to hurl back a
police smoke
bomb after the
clashes on
Tuesday. Left
and right, anger
on the streets
of Ferguson

MARIO ANZUONI /REUTERS; SIPA USA/REX FEATURES

Scientists attack claim blacks are prone to violence

ABritish writer is facing global protests
fromscientists for suggesting that there
are biological differences between
races that could explain the success of
European nations and make African
societies prone topoverty andviolence.
Nicholas Wade had expressed the

hope that his book, A Troublesome
Inheritance, would “draw some of the
tension from this fraught subject by
showing that the understanding of
genetic differences between human
groups does not lead to racism”.
The book, which speculates on whe-

ther differences between societies and

nations are based on genetic variations,
has caused uproar in academia and
allegations that its author is doing the
very thing he said he was seeking to
avoid and encouraging racism. In a let-
ter to The New York Times books sec-
tion, 143 geneticists fromuniversities in
Europe and the US protest that his
book“juxtaposes an incompleteand in-
accurate account of our research on
human genetic differences with specu-
lation that recent natural selection has
led to worldwide differences in IQ test
results, political institutions and eco-
nomic development.”
The scientists rejected “Wade’s im-

plication that our findings substantiate

his guesswork”, adding that “there is no
support fromthe fieldofpopulation ge-
netics for Wade’s conjectures.”
Besides a chapter speculating on an

evolutionary basis for “Jewish intelli-
gence” and passages suggesting that
genetic traits had led Africans to fail to
“develop the ingrained behaviours of

trust, non-violence and thrift that a
productive economy requires,” Wade
examines whether a genetic variation
couldpredisposeyoungAfrican-Amer-
icans towards aggressive behaviour.
He notes that 5 per cent of African-

Americans in a study had themutation
as against 0.1 per cent of Caucasians.
African-Americans with the genetic
variation were “significantly more like-
ly to have been arrested and impris-
oned.”He says “a largenumberof genes
are evidently involved in controlling
aggression” and that even if African-
Americans were more likely to possess
one particular mutation, Caucasians
may carry other mutations.

Will Pavia New York

Nicholas Wade is
facing protests
over his claims

United States
David Taylor Washington
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Diplomacy at 35,000ft as Pope
drops divine blessing on Beijing
South Korea
Leo Lewis Beijing
Lucy Alexander Tokyo

The Pope has transmitted an unprece-
dented message of goodwill to Presi-
dent Xi during a flight over China—an
act of diplomacy that could mark the
start of a cautious detente between
Beijing and the Vatican.
The short but historic radio greeting

to China was issued from 35,000ft as
Pope Francis flew towards the South
Korean capital, Seoul, for his first visit
toAsiaaspontiff; a groundbreaking trip
to a continent with 60 per cent of the
world’s population, but only 10 per cent
of its Roman Catholics.
The Pope traditionally issues a mes-

sage to the leader of each country he
flies over, but the opportunity to send
one to China has never arisen before.
Beijing’s unease over the influence of

Catholicism in the country remains.
The organisers of a Christian youth
event in Seoul that is on the papal
itinerary said that dozens of Chinese
had been banned from attending.
China and theVatican donot recognise

one another, and relations have
lurched between bad and terrible.
When Pope John Paul II went on tours
to Asia in the 1980s and 1990s, he was
orderedbyBeijing to avoidChinese air-
space.
The likelihood of a breakthrough

even now seems slim: over the past few
months, Mr Xi has overseen a crack-
down on religious worship in China,
with the authorities ordering large, vis-
ible crosses to be dismantled and for
some churches to be demolished. A
number of foreignmissionaries operat-
ing in China have also been detained.
However, during planning for the

pontiff’s visit to South Korea, it
emerged that China would allow his
plane to fly in its airspace, setting up
contact that some believe both Presi-
dent Xi and the Vatican want.
“Upon entering Chinese airspace, I

extend best wishes to your excellency
and your fellow citizens, and I invoke
the divine blessing of peace and well-
beingupon thenation,” thePope said in
his radio message to Mr Xi. It is not
known whether Mr Xi responded.
Friction between the Vatican and

Beijing centres on the 65-year division
of the Catholic Church in China into
the “official” Patriotic Association
licensed by theCommunist authorities,
and an underground version that
swears allegiance to the Pope alone.
The papal message to China comes

four months after The Times revealed
that theVatican and seniormembers of
the country’s Communist leadership
were in secret talks to engineer some
form of thaw.
ThePope is to spend fivedays inSouth

Korea, where 10 per cent of citizens are
Catholic, but the church is growing
rapidly. On arrival, he was greeted by
President Park, and a delegation of
Catholics, including two defectors from
North Korea.
Pyongyang, in what has become its

traditional response to events of inter-
national focus in Seoul, test-fired five
short-range rockets into the Sea of
Japananhour before thepontiff’s plane
touched down.
Soon after arriving, the Pope said

that peace on the divided Korean
peninsula “has always had a place in
my heart”.

Judge edits Facebook
honeymoon photos

An acrimonious divorce
has created an Italian legal
precedent for the way
people post family photo-
graphs on Facebook.
A Naples judge has

ordered a woman to re-
move honeymoon photo-
graphs from her Facebook
page because she posted
them without her hus-
band’s permission, violat-
inghis right toprivacy, Ital-
ian newspapers reported
yesterday. The photos
show the couple hugging
andkissing, butwere taken
in 2004 and the pair are
now separating.
Lawyers for the woman

argued that “the use of
social networks is now so
advanced that we can con-
sider a Facebook wall to be
not unlike a private photo
album”.
Her husband disagreed,

and Judge Raffaele Sdino
ruled in his favour, finding
that the photos, which also
captured other happy
family occasions, violated
the man’s right to privacy
enshrined in a 1941 law.
Even when the photos

were not harmful to a per-
son’s reputation, the judge
said, the extremediffusive-
ness of the internet aggra-
vated theprivacy violation.
Privacy filters could be
worked around by internet
experts, Judge Sdino ruled.

Pope Francis greets wellwishers in the city of Seongnam, South Korea, yesterday

SHIN JUNE-HEE/AP

Italy
Philip Willan Rome
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Israel bypasses Obama in arms deal

Airliner drops 5,000ft while pilot snoozes

Nurse who fled quarantine
accused of spreading ebola
Nigeria
Jerome Starkey Africa Correspondent

ANigerian nurse who fled a quaran-
tined ebola compound in Lagos after
treating a patient may have spread
thedisease acrossAfrica’smost popu-
lous country, officials said yesterday.
The female nurse, who has not

been named, “disobeyed medical
instructions” by travelling to theeast-
ern city of Enugu, about 300 miles
(480km) away, Labaran Maku, the
information minister, said.
Her actionsmeant that a further 21

people with whom she had had close
contact have had to bemonitored for
signs of the disease. She has since
been transferred back to a special
isolation unit in Lagos.
Mr Maku said that her husband,

who made the journey with her, was
among those now being monitored.
“All those who she was in contact
with, including her husband, are
under quarantine,” he said. “The
medical team has been able to trace
all thosewhomade contactwith her.”
Three people have died of ebola in

Nigeria and thenumberof confirmed
cases has risen to 11.
At least 1,069 people have died of

the disease since December, accord-
ing to theWorldHealthOrganisation
(WHO), and all of them contracted it
in west Africa.
South Korea’s national airline

announced yesterday that it would
suspended flights toKenya over fears
that passengers could transmit the
disease, in the same way in which it
arrived in Nigeria from
Liberia in July.
A number of other airlines had

already suspended flights to the
worst-affected areas, including Brit-
ish Airways and the Dubai-based
carrier Emirates.
All of the patients being treated in

Nigeria contracted the disease from
Patrick Sawyer, a Liberian man who
arrived in Lagos on July 20, after fly-
ing there from Monrovia, the Liberi-
an capital, via Ghana and Togo. He
died on July 25, and the hospital

where he had been treated was quar-
antined and closed, officials said.
Korean Air was the only carrier to

suspend flights to east Africa, after
the WHO said this week that Kenya
was at risk, as it served Africa as a
transport hub.
Korean Air said it would suspend

flights from Incheon to Nairobi, its
only African destination, on August
20. It did not say when the flights
would resume.
A spokesman for Nairobi’s largest

hospital said therewere no suspected
cases in the country, but a number of
MPs have called for Kenya Airways
to suspend its direct flights to west
Africa anyway. They accused the
company of being more concerned
with its profits than the wellbeing of
the nation.
A spokesman for the airline said

that it was following advice issued by
the WHO and the Kenyan Ministry
of Health.
The announcement came asGuin-

ea, where the outbreak started in
December,declaredanationalhealth
emergency. President Condé said
that various measures were being
introduced inGuinea, where the out-
break began, including strict controls
at border points, travel restrictions
and a ban onmoving bodies between
towns. All suspected victims will be
hospitalised until they are cleared of
infection, Mr Condé added.

The White House is tightening con-
trolsonarmsshipments to Israel after
discovering that US supplies have
been secured without its knowledge.
Administration officials learnt last

month that thePentagonsent Israel a
range of munitions without seeking
approval from President Obama or
his secretaryof state, JohnKerry.The
request for the munitions, said to
include 120mm mortar shells and
40mm illuminating rounds, was
made by Israel’s defence ministry
directly to its counterpart in the US.
Although American defence offi-

cials insisted the transfer was permit-
tedunder currentprotocol, its discov-
ery is said to have caught the White
House and state department off
guard during Israel’s offensive in
Gaza. “Wewereblindsided,” aUSdip-
lomat told The Wall Street Journal,
which first reported the findings.
As a result, administration officials

have instructed the Pentagon to put
on hold a large shipment of Hellfire
missiles that was on the verge of
being sent after an Israeli request,
officials told the newspaper.
It reported that a range of agencies

in the US defence department had
now been ordered to liaise with the
White House and state department
before approving any requests.
The move is the clearest demon-

stration yet of how tensions
between Israel and its biggest ally
have been stretched to a critical
point during the conflict in Gaza.
Adding to tensions, Israel was

reportedly urging members of
Congress to fast-track a
$225 million bill to
boost its IronDome
missile defence
system even as it
assured the White
House the funding

was not urgent. The contradictory
messages and parallel lobbying
efforts have angered administration
officials.
In the region itself, Israeli and Pal-

estinian negotiators returned home
for a weekend of consultations as a
new five-day ceasefire seemed to be
holding yesterday. The delegates
spent much of the week in Cairo for

indirect talks aimed at ending
the five-week-old conflict.

Khalil al-Hayya, a
Hamas delegate, said: “All
of the issues were placed
on the table, and have
been drafted, and
therefore we agreed to
extend the truce.”
The truce had
seemed in doubt
after an armed group
in Gaza fired rockets
into southern Israel
and the army re-
sponded with air-
strikes, but both sides

reined in the fighting.

Israel
Devika Bhat Washington
Gregg Carlstrom Tel Aviv

A trial therapy was sent to Liberia

An Indian airliner carrying nearly
300 people plunged 5,000ft because
the captain was sleeping and his co-
pilot was busy on a tablet computer.
Jet Airways, the country’s second-

biggest airline, has suspended both,
and its aviation watchdog has begun
an investigation. The Boeing 777-300
was travelling fromMumbai to New-
ark in the US, via Brussels, when the
incident took place over Turkey last
Friday.
Air traffic controllers in Ankara

raised the alarm after spotting the
“level burst” — an unauthorised de-
scent — and sought an explanation
for why the aircraft had dropped rap-
idly from 34,000ft to 29,000ft.
The pilot said he had been taking

an authorised nap, which is standard
practice on long-haul flights. The co-
pilot, whowasmeant to be in control,
said she had been too busy using a
tablet-based flight management de-
vice to notice the loss in altitude.
The flight crew failed to report the

incident to Jet Airways, breaching
safety rules, and the airlinewasmade
aware of it only when an anonymous

complaint was later made to India’s
air safety regulator, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation.
In April last year, the pilots on

board an Air India flight to Delhi
from Bangkok asked two flight at-
tendants to keep an eye on the con-
trolswhile they tooka40-minutenap
in business class. They were roused
from their sleep after one of the at-
tendants accidentally switched off
the auto-pilot on the Airbus A321.
In 2011, more than a dozen Indian

commercial pilots were stripped of
their licences after it was found they
had falsified flight training records.

India
Robin Pagnamenta Mumbai

g

One of about 5,000
babies born in Gaza
during the conflict

Border flight A Los Angeles woman highlights the plight of children who enter the US alone

MARK RALSTON/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Runaway makes camp
behind the boxes at
Walmart nappies aisle

‘Bandit queen’ killer
sentenced to life
New Delhi An Indian court has
sentenced a man convicted of
killing Phoolan Devi, India’s
“bandit queen”, to life
imprisonment 13 years after
she was gunned down in broad
daylight. Devi, a heroine of
India’s lower castes who
transformed herself from an
illiterate villager to a member
of parliament, was shot by
three masked men outside her
home in central New Delhi in
2001. Sher Singh Rana, who
police said had confessed to
her murder, was convicted last
week after a trial that had
dragged on for more than a
decade. (AFP)

Violence a year after
Egyptian crackdown
Cairo Skirmishes erupted in
Egypt yesterday as police
quashed rallies marking the
first anniversary of a brutal
Cairo crackdown in which
security forces killed more
than 800 people. Police fired
tear gas at protesters in several
places, including Alexandria
and Cairo, before they were
suppressed, and 19 arrests were
made. (AFP)

Dutch ‘Black Pete’ is
not for Christmas
Amsterdam The image of
“Black Pete”, sidekick to the
Dutch Santa Claus, is to be
reformed in response to
charges of racism. Mayor
Eberhard van der Laan said
Pete’s “negroid” appearance is
to disappear over several years.
He is traditionally portrayed
by white people wearing
blackface make-up, red lipstick
and frizzy “Afro” wigs. (AP)

Divers search rivers
for 250-tonne bell
Yangon Efforts to recover one
of the largest bells ever made
have begun in Burma’s former
capital. Divers are plunging
into the confluence of three
rivers to locate and retrieve a
250-tonne bronze bell made on
the order of King Dhammazedi
in 1476. It was lost when his
rickety vessel sank where the
Yangon and Bago rivers meet
the Pazundaung creek. (AFP)

Riyadh beheads
drugs trafficker
Riyadh Saudi Arabia beheaded
Sultan Hussein Khadim, a
Pakistani, yesterday after
sentencing him to death for
drug trafficking, the 25th
execution in the kingdom this
year. Last year there were 78
executions in Saudi Arabia.
Rape, murder, apostasy, armed
robbery and drug trafficking
are all potential capital
offences under the kingdom’s
strict Islamic sharia law. (AFP)

On previous flights from his family
home, the teenage runaway had made
camps in dry creek beds and aban-
doned houses.
His latest campsite was warmer and

surrounded by ready supplies of food,
blankets and other essentials for life in
modern America. For two and a half
days, he had lived quite comfortably in-
side a 24-hour Walmart.
The 14-year-old boy, who has not

been named, had been missing for two
dayswhenamemberof staff at the store
in Texas stumbled on his encampment,
behind boxes of children’s pushchairs,
in an aisle bearing a wide variety of
babies’ nappies.
A second base had been established

behind rowsof paper towels and lavato-
ry paper. He appeared to have been
subsisting on snacks, which exist in
Walmart in quantities seldom found in
the wild. Photographs of his campsite,
obtained by the local CBS News chan-
nel, showed the discarded wrapper of a
pastry snack and an empty bottle of
chocolate milk.
He had foraged for juice and found it

via a crack in the backwall of the drinks
aisle. Perhaps hoping to stave off the
loneliness that can prey on any man
who finds himself in a 24-hour Wal-
mart in the early hours of themorning,
he had taken a fish from the pet depart-
ment to keep at his side.
Managers at the store were stunned.

For a long time, Walmart has been
urging its customers to “live better”, but
it appears to have assumed that
Americans would do this in their
homes. They appear not to have con-
templated the idea that anyone might

try to do this in the baby and children’s
department.
A spokesman for the company called

it “a sad situation” and said the com-
panywas still looking into the details of
what happened.
According to CBSNews, the boy had

amassed a large number of clothes in
his camp and changed outfits with the
frequency of a catwalk model, so that
staff nearing the end of a shift would
not wonder if he was the same youth
they had seen earlier that morning, or
the previous day.
In an even more drastic measure to

avoid being apprehended in a brightly
lit environment regularly patrolled by
shelf-stackers, he had begun wearing
nappies from the store so that he did
not need to visit the lavatory.
When he was finally found, after 54

hours, he is said to have attempted to
run from the store. Police in Corsicana,
a town 55 miles south of Dallas, said
that the boy had been staying at an
aunt’s house while his parents were
away and that when they contacted his
mother, sheexplained thathehadahis-
tory of running away. She said that in
the past he had set up camps in dry riv-
erbeds or empty buildings.
The 24-hour Walmart clearly pre-

sented a different kind of challenge
never encountered by the original
American woodsmen. Daniel Boone,
on his pioneering treks out of the Vir-
ginia colony, facedwildanimals anden-
mity from the Shawnee tribe, but he
never had to deal with artificial lighting
and an over-enthusiastic greeter in a
Walmart apron.
Police said the boy “was transported

to the police department and later that
night to the care of licensed profession-
als for follow-up care”.

United States
Will Pavia New York

Aquino raises
fears of new
dictatorship
Philippines
Leo Lewis Beijing

The president of the Philippines has
raised fears of a return to dictatorship.
Benigno Aquino told a television sta-
tion that hemay seekanamendment to
the constitution that limits the presi-
dent to a single six-year term.
Mr Aquino was swept to power in

2010 with a pledge to take on the coun-
try’s cripplingcorruptionandrepair the
economy, and had been due to step
down in 2016. He has made significant
progress in both areas, but has not gen-
erated popular momentum behind the
idea of outstaying his legal term of
office.
Many suspect that Mr Aquino’s

change of heartmay arise from frustra-
tionwith the political process as well as
from his presidential ambitions. He is
still smarting from a recent decision of
the Supreme Court of the Philippines,
which deemedhis budget stimulus pro-
gramme illegal.
Any attempt to change the constitu-

tion would not be easy. The existing
rules—writtenbyMrAquino’smother,
Corazon—mean that,whatever strate-
gy he used to seek amendments, the
changes would have to be approved
through a simple majority in a public
referendum.

Rescued caver
wants return
to the depths
Germany
David Charter Berlin

An explorer who was rescued from
Germany’s deepest cave in aweek-long
operation said yesterday that he would
return to the labyrinth where he nearly
died to continue mapping its vast
network of passages.
Johann Westhauser, 52, a university

technician, can remember nothing
about the rockfall that occurred 6km
from the entrance to the Riesending

cave in the Alps near Berchtesgaden,
and which left him with serious head
injuries. “It was just bad luck,” he said.
“Once I am fully fit I want to return,
because there are still unexplored
passages in the cave.”
A total of 728 people, most volun-

teers, worked together to carry Mr
Westhauser through narrow gaps, an
underground waterfall and up a
180-metre vertical shaft to the surface.
The entrance has since been sealed off.

“It was just bad
luck,” said Johann
Westhauser

Hungarian children
to face obesity tests
Budapest Schoolchildren in
Hungary will face annual
obesity tests under a policy
promoted by the sports-loving
prime minister to make the
nation healthier. Under Viktor
Orbán’s plan, from next month
pupils aged between 10 and 18
will take a compulsory annual
national fitness test, measuring
body fat ratio and other health
parameters. (AFP)Full bore A tidal surge hits the bank of the Qiantang River in Hangzhou, China
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dash of understatement.
We are in Eisenberg’s suite

in London’s achingly hip
Chiltern Firehouse. His

girlfriend, the actress
Mia Wasikowska (Alice
in Wonderland) is close
by. Eisenberg is dressed,
in the nicest possible
way, like a tramp — old
jeans and scraggy off-
white T-shirt, stretched
at the neck. His curly hair
is wild and unkempt.

In conversation, as
well as acknowledging
his successes such as the
recent off-Broadway run
of his play The Revisionist
(lead actress Vanessa
Redgrave described him
as “the new Shelley”), he
is bracingly open about
his faults and failures,
repeatedly referring to
himself as “scared” on film
sets, claiming he’s never
watched a single movie

by

wa
jeans
whit

we
his

Why Tinseltown’s brainiest
star is holding all the cards
The writer and actor Jesse Eisenberg broke through playing Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg.
Now he’s the new Superman villain — but he’s still ravaged with self-doubt, he tells KevinMaher

Y
ou don’t really
interview Jesse
Eisenberg. You
grab hold of a
conversational freight
train and try to keep
up. The 30-year-old
actor, author and

playwright is famed for both his big
brain and a dizzying rat-a-tat delivery
that he deployed to Oscar-nominated
effect as Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg in The Social Network.
(Remember his withering boardroom
putdown, “If your clients want to sit on
my shoulders and call themselves tall
they have the right to give it a try”?)
In recent years he’s gone global,

with the blockbusting thriller about
magicians Now You See Me, the kids
franchise Rio and a starring role in
Woody Allen’s To Rome With Love
— all parts seemingly informed
by a character-type with a nifty
penchant for rapid-fire diatribes.
Listen to him, for instance, on acting

(you have to read this insanely fast):
“I think acting is a pretty misleading
profession because they put posters up
of your face and it appears that you’re
working but really that’s just a poster
and you could be kind of at home
doing nothing and there could be a
bus driving around with your face on
it giving the illusion that you’re busy.”
Or, on being in a Woody Allen film:

“It’s more about the narrative of being
in the movie than the experience of it
because the experience felt more like
the idea of the experience rather than
the actual experience.”
Or on his “biggest” role yet, and the

one he’s shooting now in London, as
the super-villain Lex Luthor opposite
Ben Affleck’s Batman and Henry
Cavill’s Superman in Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice. “In some
ways the Batman movie allows me to
experiment more with my character
because there’s a lot more time; in
independent movies I can sometimes

only do one take of a
very interesting scene,
but in Batman I can do
40 takes of the one scene
just because they plan
to spend the whole
day on the scene
because they have
so much money.”
Which makes it

startling to watch
Eisenberg in his new
film, Night Moves,
playing a middle-
class eco-terrorist
who is so repressed
he barely speaks at
all. “All characters
have a certain
challenging aspect
to them, and in
this one it was
the fact that [he]
had to express
himself in a way
that was non-
verbal,” he says,
with a detectable

that he’s made (and doesn’t watch
movies in general), and revealing
that he mostly worries that his
performances have failed to do justice
to the movie. “Even if the movie
is not seen as very good, I still feel
that I can’t do it justice.”
With Night Moves, he worries that

he didn’t have enough time to get it
right. He plays Josh, the quieter third
of a triumvirate of activists who decide
to blow up an Oregon river damn
to halt man’s continuing obsession
with technological advancement at the
expense of the environment. His co-
conspirators are willowy trustafarian
Dena (Dakota Fanning, brilliant) and
wildcard Iraq war veteran Harmon
(Peter Sarsgaard, also brilliant).
The film is equal parts mesmerising

and morally unsettling. Directed by
Kelly Reichardt (Meek’s Cutoff), it
depicts gorgeous hypnotic vistas of
the Pacific northwest, slowly asks you
to sympathise with these modern
crusaders, then slaps you in the face
with a dark and disturbing final act.
It was nominated for a Golden Lion
at last year’s Venice film festival, and
is defined by these three exemplary
performances, the most powerful of
which is Eisenberg’s, carrying the
movie with a series of scowls
and subtle grimaces.
He says that the role was “kind

of fun” to play, but is more keen to
underscore how unsatisfied he was
with his work. I bring his doubts to
Reichardt and she has this to say: “I
don’t know anyone else like Jesse. He’s
a complete weirdo, and he’s awesome.
He’s confident. He’s smart. And I think
he really does enjoy the process. It’s
only when he stops that his mind is
flooded with questions and doubts.
He must exhaust himself.”
This combination seems to have

been there from the start. Eisenberg
describes himself as a sad child,
incredibly sensitive and teary, growing
up in East Brunswick, New Jersey, the

Above: Jesse Eisenberg,
right, with Mark
Zuckerberg on Saturday
Night Live. Above right:
playing Zuckerberg in
The Social Network
with JosephMazzello.
Right: with his girlfriend
MiaWasikowska
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Jesse Eisenberg in Now
You See Me and, left,
with Dakota Fanning
and Peter Sarsgaard
in Night Moves

son of a college professor (his father)
and a children’s party clown (his
mother — “I know!” he chuckles,
“What’s happier than that?”). He
found it difficult to make friends and
started acting, partly to get out of
class, then began writing at 13. “Mostly
jokes on napkins and Post-its,” he says.
“A lot of jokes, in fact. And they were
all sex-based. I’ve since revisited them,
and looking at them I felt like, ‘Clearly,
this person will never have sex’. They
were just totally misguided.” At 18 he
saw a couple of Ben Stiller and Adam
Sandler movies and thought, “Oh, I
could write stuff like this.” He wrote
four broad comedy screenplays, two
of which were optioned in Hollywood
by the time he was 21.
Meanwhile, he had dropped out of

his anthropology degree in New York
after making a big splash in the indie
hit Roger Dodger as the idealistic

nephew of a callow womaniser played
by Campbell Scott. A standout turn in
The Squid and the Whale, as a pseudo-
intellectual teenager of peerless
pretension, soon followed. It set the
tone for roles to come and reinforced
the notion that Hollywood had found
in Eisenberg the definitive screen
brainbox, someone who would
always be, in the words of his Now
You See Me protagonist, “the smartest
guy in the room”.
The writing, though, continued. He

switched from screenplays to plays,

and began writing short prose pieces
for The New Yorker and for Dave
Eggers’s literary journalMcSweeney’s.
Then he hit it big with The Social
Network, snagging an Academy Award
nomination and turning Zuckerberg
into a near-iconic figure of arrogance.
The pair, Zuckerberg and Eisenberg,

performed a comedy skit together
on Saturday Night Live, a year after
the movie’s release. Was there any
resentment on Zuckerberg’s part?
“I met him backstage for 30 seconds
before we went on and he was very

sweet,” says Eisenberg. “There wasn’t
a lot we could say in 30 seconds, but I
imagine I’d be the last person to know
if he had been upset [by the movie].”
The Social Network transformed

Eisenberg into a serious Hollywood
player. The offers are bigger, he
admits, yet his ability to choose the
hot projects, he claims, remains erratic
at best. “My fingers are far off the
pulse of what’s popular,” he says.
“Like with Night Moves I thought,
‘Wow, this is going to be big, because
it’s this thrilling story about a topical
issue’, then you show up to set and
it’s a tiny movie that’s shooting for
21 days. Whereas a movie like Now
You See Me, I think, ‘Who would see
this? It’s a movie about magicians.’
And that turns out to make, like,
$350 million.”
And then, of course, there’s Batman

v Superman. Possibly the biggest film
on his, or any horizon, the movie has
been salivated over and hysterically
discussed since the announcement
of its inception in July last year.
Naturally, Eisenberg has been sworn
to secrecy on anything to do with the

movie and his pivotal role as Lex
Luthor, but when I stare up at his
profound mop of hair I can’t help
surmising that his version of Luthor,
unlike all previous incarnations, must
not be bald. “Oh, I can’t!” he says, as
if suddenly taken aback. “Oh, they, uh,
oh, they told me not to say anything,
because they want to keep it a surprise
and because even a negation of a
question can be taken as fact.” So,
er, Lex Luthor doesn’t die at the end?
He smiles: “I’m still here!”
The only other time that Eisenberg

is, briefly, relatively muted and coy
is on the subject of his partner,
Wasikowska. He whispers
conspiratorially that she’s here, near
by, then confirms that they met in
London in 2012, while shooting
Richard Ayoade’s dark comedy The
Double. I tell him that I’ve interviewed
Wasikowska before and found her also
to be quite the big brain. I wonder,
when they’re together, do they just sit
around all day reading hardbacks and
discussing Kierkegaard? “Yes,” he says,
smiling, seemingly pleased with the
portrait. “It’s pretty heavy stuff, yes.”
He says that The Double was special

to him, not just because he met
Wasikowska on set, but because it was
the first film where he felt genuinely
unafraid while acting on set. He adds
that these days he has few vices (“I
gave up smoking pot years ago”), that
he writes every morning, and that he
has more movies on the way, including
the action comedy American Ultra
(opposite Twilight’s Kristen Stewart)
and a sequel to Now You See Me.
So does this mean the angst is gone

and Eisenberg, writer and Hollywood
star, is moving into a new, shinier,
bigger, stronger phase? He looks
aghast. “I feel satisfied in a moment,
but I don’t ever sit back and evaluate.
It does not occur to me. Who could
even think about himself that way?”
Night Moves is released on Aug 29,
The Double is released on DVD and
Blu-ray on Aug 4

My fingers
are far off
the pulse of
what’s popular
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jokes I thought:
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never have sex

Watch the trailer
for Night Moves
tablet edition and
thetimes.co.uk/arts
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Imogen Heap’s
music captures
both the wonder
and the isolation
of technology,
says Victoria Segal

I
t’s no wonder that adverts for
mobile phones and computers
are so keen to show happy
families interacting together
healthily over their touch
screens: since the days of
television, people have worried
that new technology will turn

humankind into a species of glassy
eyed automatons incapable of normal
conversation. On paper, Imogen
Heap’s fourth album, Sparks, looks
like it’s very much on the side of the
robots: one track, Me the Machine, was
recorded using the gesture-powered
musical Mi.Mu gloves designed by
the London-based singer-songwriter;
another, the pace-shifting Run-Time, is
linked to a jogging app. Propeller Seeds
includes “3D audio effects”.
There is an important human

dimension to these songs. Whether
roaming through China in search
of field recordings or asking fans to
send in musical “seeds” — the sound
of a lighted match, for example,or a
bicycle — Heap has reached out
rather than withdrawn into her own
bubble. At best, the results can be
fragile snapshots of a time and place,
as with Xizi She Knows, developed
during a six-week stint in Hangzhou,
or the cloudy, altitude-warped Climb
to Sakteng.
Heap has addressed the issue of how

to turn all that flickering technology
into something softer to the touch
than a screen or a keypad: on the
multiple-piano lament of You Know
Where to Find Me, or the misty shanty
The Beast, her experimentation
appears tastefully integrated rather
than the cold, forbidding herald of
a new musical future. Tellingly, too,
it’s the warm-blooded lyrics that
often make Heap’s point best.
Telemiscommunications, her
collaboration with the megaproducer
Deadmau5, knowingly tackles the
problem of how people’s constant
connectedness destroys genuine
intimacy (“Where are you? I can’t
really hear you”), while The Listening

R
eviewing Pierre-
Laurent Aimard’s
recording of Bach’s
The Art of Fugue,
I wondered what
keyboard milestone
would be next for this
brilliant pianist —

one of those daunting Frenchmen
clearly born with three brains. We now
have the obvious answer: it is Bach’s
Well-Tempered Clavier, that massive
cycle of preludes and fugues in all
24 major and minor keys, including
exotic specimens like F sharp minor.
The present album gives us Book One,
compiled in 1722, and I’ve no doubt
Book Two will follow.
As the C major prelude starts us off,

the notes light and limpid, the graceful
pace ebbing when Bach’s harmonies
veer from the straight and narrow,
all appears very well. The fugue, as
planned, brings a sharp contrast, with
Aimard’s fingers serving as daggers,
spiking each note then moving on.
Isn’t, though, the playing now a tad
deliberate? The next key arrives, C
minor. The prelude enchants again,
spinning its fantasies, propelled by
vigorous rhetorical flourishes. Then
comes the fugue: more stabbing,
more deliberation.
Aimard has clearly thought deeply

about the collection’s kaleidoscopic

structure, but parts of its kaleidoscope
suit him better than others. Playing
of dancing glee or delicate sentiment
continually rubs against patches
unduly dry and detached. The
F sharp minor fugue is a mysterious
wonder, as if the music were feeling
its way in the dark; the G major
prelude sparkles with gaiety. But then
you get the set’s final peroration,
weightily moving from note to note;
or the A minor fugue, pompous and
stiff, and tortoise-slow if put next
to Glenn Gould’s 1960s recording,
fast as a hurtling train.
Gould, of course, was the

maverick supreme. A famous
hummingbird too, who accompanied
his playing with unconscious vocal
arabesques, though I’d rather suffer
quirks like that than listen to Aimard
in surgeon mood, dissecting Bach on
the operating table. Happily, the
patient never actually dies, and
Aimard’s deliberate gait is
sometimes judicious (try the
melancholy E flat minor prelude).
Even so, my advice when he records
Book Two would be this: feel a bit
more. Think a bit less. And relax.

Pierre-Laurent
Aimard
Bach
Deutsche Grammophon
{{{((

SongsGeoff Brown hears Bach played
with a little too much brain

He is in surgeon
mood, dissecting
Bach on the
operating table

Parts of the Bach kaleidoscope suit Pierre-Laurent Aimard better than others

Browse our classical
playlists at
thetimes.co.uk/listen

Imogen Heap
Sparks
Megaphonic
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James Yorkston
The Cellardyke Recording
And Wassailing Society
Domino
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Electric Würms
Musik, Die Schwer
Zu Twerk
Megaphonic
{{{((
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sense of the senseless. A public service,
for all its personal pain.
Heading ever deeper into solipsistic

inner-space, meanwhile, are Electric
Würms, the side-project of Wayne
Coyne and Steven Drozd, respectively
frontman and multi-instrumentalist
with the Flaming Lips, together
with members of the Nashville band
Linear Downfall. The glitter has come
off Coyne’s psychedelic uncle act
recently. Instead of benevolent cosmic
ringmaster, he has started to seem like
a man who could start a fight in an
empty commune, coming into a well-
publicised conflict with Beck, Arcade
Fire and even the Flaming Lips (now
former) drummer Kliph Scurlock over
the ethics of wearing Native American
headdresses as a fashion accessory.
Collaborations with Ke$ha and Miley
Cyrus were made of the wrong kind of
star stuff, too, sitting uneasily with the
band’s intergalactic image.
Musik, Die Schwer Zu Twerk (the

title offers reassurance that it’s not all
Hannah Montana round their house)
attempts to propel Coyne and Drozd
back to the outer limits. Electric
Würms is Drozd’s huge saucer-eyed
baby, smashing together krautrock,
space-jazz and free-festival freak-out,
while Coyne unabashedly claims he
plays the Brian Eno role. The textures
are instantly appealing, Futuristic
Hallucination vibrating like an
alternative soundtrack to the sci-fi
movie Fantastic Voyage, Living setting
off the Kraftwerk Geiger counter.
There has always been something of

the teenage boy’s bedroom about the
Flaming Lips, and Electric Würms
deepen that pungent adolescent fug.
Transform!!! has a Hawkwind thump,
while a murky cover of Yes’s Heart of
the Sunrise spells out their prog
influences in felt-tipped handwriting.
It’s not as cosmic as it thinks it is, but
that’s more than cosmic enough.

Chair, which she aims to add to every
seven years as a sort of rolling musical
biography, offers a snapshot of
childhood and troubled teenage years.
Yet despite the record’s charms, it

is slightly disappointing that all that
wiring and soldering, all that reacting
and generating, has ultimately created
some prettily textured art-pop songs
when it might have been used to make
all other musicians seem like Pearl
Carr and Teddy Johnson. The gloves
— gesture-controlled or otherwise —
aren’t quite off yet.
Tech magpies might find less to

distract them on The Cellardyke
Recording and Wassailing Society,
the eighth album from the Fife
singer-songwriter James Yorkston.
There’s little in the way of sparkly
circuitry or shiny new gear here: as
its old-fashioned, tea-and-cake title
suggests, this is a record rooted in the
earthier realities of community and
shared experience. Strongly informed
by the death of the double-bassist
Doogie Paul, Yorkston’s collaborator,
these folk-rooted songs are alert to all
the poignancies and contradictions of
growing up: “And I am feeling very
mortal now,” he sings on the delicately
balanced Feathers are Falling.
Produced by Alexis Taylor of Hot

Chip, the album also features KT
Tunstall on vocals, but it is Yorkston’s
rhythmic, grounded delivery that
anchors these songs. Fellow Man is an
Incredible String Band rendering of
Philip Larkin’s parent-baiting This be
the Verse, while the hush of Broken
Wave, dealing with Paul’s death, recalls
meeting a friend in a museum: “How
we spoke in stunned reverence of our
younger times, our better years.”
It is The Blues You Sang that best

encapsulates the impulses behind this
record, though: “Make up a story so
you feel better.” It’s an act of
remembrance, an attempt to make

s for androids with the human touch
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comments on the current
status of her addiction.
The hilariously literal
musical cues, though, are
just one of the problems
with the star-heavy
fourth feature from
actor-turned-
director
Canet, in
which
Clive
Owen
and Billy
Crudup star
as Chris and
Frank, two

Congress to renew
her contract with
the studio. The
visuals are luridly
weird; its a sort of
hallucinogenic

retro-
futurism.
This is cult
cinema in the
making, not

least because
it takes several
viewings to
work out what
is going on.
Wendy Ide

Wendy Ide is
wearied by yet
another wrinkly
musclefest from
Stallone and co

Hector and the
Search for Happiness
15, 120mins
{((((

Blood Ties
15, 127mins
{{(((

The Congress
15, 122mins
{{{((

H
ollywood’s welfare
scheme for withered
muscle thunders into
action again, this
time kicking off with
a double header of
action set pieces.
First up is an assault

on a prison train equipped with an
armour-piercing super gun. The target
is Doctor Death (Wesley Snipes), a
man so macho he shaves using a knife
big enough to gut a blue whale. He’s so
fearless that he postpones the moment
of escape in order to surf on top of a
speeding train, shooting missiles at a
prison, just to settle a grudge. His
Expendable credentials are established
through a brief bit of banter with
tattooed meatball Barney Ross
(Sylvester Stallone), as the pair saunter
away from an exploding helicopter.
The next item of business is a

billionaire arms dealer, wanted by the
CIA’s Max Drummer (Harrison Ford,
an underused addition to the cast).
The team runs into a few hiccups,
though, not least the fact that the
dealer is Conrad Stonebanks (Mel
Gibson), a man who has a shared past
and a shared skill set with Barney.
Gibson is great fun: his Stonebanks is
a smirking psychopath with a score to
settle — and his own private army.
With one of his team felled, Barney

begins to accept his dinosaur status in
the mercenary business. He realises
his Expendables are not expendable
enough. He needs Disposables.

The Expendables 3
12A, 126mins
{{(((

Wearing the expression of a man
about to endure a particularly heavy-
handed prostate exam, Barney gathers
his buddies and retires them. They
don’t take it well.
Additions to the franchise include

Kelsey Grammer, playing a talent
scout for killers; he helps to procure
boxer Victor Ortiz, mixed martial arts
star Ronda Rousey, Kellan Lutz
(Twilight) and Glenn Powell as the
Expendables 2.0. They may be new,
improved and tech-savvy, but they
recycle all the bad habits of the old
gang: recklessness, insubordination
and a tendency to mumble their lines.
Last is Antonio Banderas, providing
comic relief as the loquacious Spanish
special ops sharpshooter Galgo.
There’s plenty of fresh blood, but the

formula remains largely unchanged.
The token jokes about Jet Li’s height;
the unconvincing repartee between
Barney and Lee Christmas (Jason
Statham), his only friend; innumerable
shots of Stallone outrunning a missile/
explosion/collapsing building — it’s all
rather familiar. Plus, if anything, the
rapid-fire editing is even more frenetic
than in previous films. To the extent
that you could be watching June
Squibb kicking butt rather than Dolph
Lundgren and you’d be hard pressed
to tell the difference.

Jason Statham
and Wesley Snipes
in The Expendables 3
and, below right, Simon
Pegg and Rosamund
Pike in Hector and the
Search for Happiness

Expendable? Oh yes

hallucinogenic

makin
leas
it

feuding brothers in 1970s Brooklyn,
neatly placed on either side of the law
for maximum dramatic currency.
Crudup, Owen and Cotillard are

joined by Mila Kunis, Zoe Saldana,
James Caan and Lili Taylor. It’s an
attractive and capable cast. The period
details are largely well-researched.
And, for a while at least, the film’s
muscular energy, if not intelligence,
carries us along. Ultimately, though,
the lack of ideas and inspiration drives
this street drama into the gutter.
Everything from the plot to the milieu
to the dialogue feels hackneyed.
The director Ari Folman

demonstrated a talent for inventive,
brain-bending animation withWaltz
with Bashir. He follows it with a
picture that blends the medium with
live action, to arresting but frequently
baffling effect. The Congress, based
on Stanisław Lem’s sci-fi novel The
Futurological Congress, stars Robin
Wright, playing an actress called
Robin Wright. At the frayed end of a
career scarred by bad decisions, she is
approached by the head of Miramount
studio with an offer for the last
contract she will ever sign. They want
to scan her, to buy the rights to her
identity as an actress. She will live on
virtually, never ageing. It’s a deal she
resists instinctively, but as the primary
carer of a son with a degenerative
disease, Robin has to consider his
needs too. Then things start to get
confusing. The action shifts forward
20 years, to an animated realm where
Robin Wright, or rather the virtual
version of Robin Wright, is the biggest
action star in history. The real Robin,
now an animated version of an elegant
elderly lady, is summoned to the

Times Film
Show: watch
our critics on
the big releases
tablet edition and
thetimes.co.uk/film

T
here are bad films. There
are really bad films. And
then there are films so
wrong on every level that
it’s impossible to sit though

them without squirming with actual
physical discomfort. Films such as the
Simon Pegg-starring Hector and the
Search for Happiness.
Pegg plays the strait-laced

psychiatrist Hector, who realises that
there is something missing from his
life. So he embarks on a whistle-stop
world tour of cultural stereotypes,
stopping in at ethnic prejudice and
wilful ignorance along the way.
Throughout the trip, Hector collates
fatuous observations on the nature of
happiness: the screenplay reads like a
collection of calendar mottoes. My tip
for happiness? Avoid this at all costs.
It takes a special kind of ham-fisted

lack of imagination to use Heroin by
the Velvet Underground on your
soundtrack when a key character is
scoring drugs. It’s possible that the
director of Blood Ties, Guillaume
Canet, was concerned we wouldn’t get
the point, despite the fact that every
time Marion Cotillard’s character
appears on screen, somebody
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Dinosaur 13
PG, 95mins
{{(((

We Gotta
Get Out of
This Place
15, 90mins
{{{((

The Unbeatables
U, 97mins
{{(((

Out of fuel on the road to ruin
Robert Pattinson
struggles through
a postapocalyptic
Australia in an
ambitious but
one-note drama,
says Kate Muir

The Rover
15, 103mins
{{{((

R
obert Pattinson is a
courageous young
man, keen to toss his
Twilight vampire fangs
aside and bite into
more intellectual fare.
Following his lead role
in David Cronenberg’s

Cosmopolis, Pattinson now turns up in
the postapocalyptic Australian
Outback road movie The Rover. His
role is an ugly one: a twitching
simpleton, abandoned in the dirt by
his redneck thug of a brother.
The story takes place “ten years

after the Collapse”, a disaster that is
never explained, and humans live
lawless, gunslinging lives, fuelled by
old tinned food and petrol in the
desiccated dystopia. The haunting
desert road stretches out for ever,
marked by disconnected telephone
poles on which bodies have been
crucified. Our near-silent guide
through this hellish landscape is a
loner named Eric (Guy Pearce), a
craggy creature with ancient dust in
his wrinkles and a bitter, distrustful
look in his eyes.
Pattinson, who plays Rey, is found

by Eric when the younger man is left
for dead with a bullet in his side. This
is less a buddy movie than a bloody
movie, however, and Rey find himself

half-hostage, half lost soul as the two
journey in endless search of the
violent criminal who tossed him aside
— and stole Eric’s car. Fortunately, the
gang’s semi-wrecked truck still works
and the odyssey begins, as Rey
searches for his brother Henry, played
by the always wonderfully weird and
scuzzy Scoot McNairy, who hangs
with a gang of reprobates. Meanwhile

S
ue the Tyrannosaurus rex is the
ostensible subject of the
documentary Dinosaur 13, but
her discovery in the Badlands
of South Dakota brings all sorts

of opportunist politics and petty
jealousies out into the open as the
American government, Native
Americans and local palaeontologists
battle over her 65 million-year-old
fossilised bones. Sue — named after
the amateur who spotted the white
marks of her bones in the layers of a
cliff in 1990 — is the most intact T.rex
ever unearthed, with 80 per cent of
her bones found.
Palaeontologist Peter Larson makes

the thrilling discovery with his team
from the Black Hills Institute of
Geological Research and his
enthusiasm for Sue’s magnificent teeth
and head is infectious. But soon after
Larson started cleaning up the
dinosaur to display in the local
museum, a much-needed boost for
tourism in the town, FBI agents raided
his lab and took away the bones. The
conflicting claims also came from a
local Sioux Indian, Maurice Williams,

who claimed the find had been made
on his tribal land. The drama escalates
into protests, prison sentences and a
Sotheby’s auction with director Todd
Douglas Miller firmly on the side of
Larson. In all, the documentary is
more televisual than cinematic.

We Gotta Get Out of This Place is
an indie neo-noir thriller about three
Texan teenagers who enjoy the spoils
of a robbery on a wild weekend on the
coast. Naturally, this transgression
comes with a price and they are
sucked from innocence into brutality
in a moment when payday comes. The
film stars farmhand BJ (Logan
Huffman), his smart girlfriend Sue
(Mackenzie Davis, left) and his friend
Bobby (Jeremy Allen White). Bobby
and Sue are about to head off from
Nowheresville to college, leaving BJ to
kick his heels at the cotton factory.
Sue is a bookish type who in an early
nudge-nudge setup recommends the
pulpy, nerve-jangling thrillers of Jim
Thompson, most recently adapted for
the film The Killer Inside Me.
This is a high bar for directors Zeke

and Simon Hawkins andWe Gotta Get
Out of This Place is a touch studenty in
tone and doesn’t quite achieve its
ambitions. Mark Pellegrino plays Giff,
the robbed cotton boss, slipping from
fatherly to menacing in an instant, and
there are a few sub-Tarantino face-offs
in the deserted factory. The three

young leads are full of oomph and Jeff
Bierman’s cinematography digs the
dark side out of a small budget.
The Unbeatables proved unbearable

after a time, perhaps because I have no
interest in table football — especially
when the toy players are released from
their twirling metal bars and come
alive. However, this 3D animation may
entertain small football fans, who will
be less irritated by its dubbing from
Spanish into English — and the
unlikeliness of old football fans in an
Argentinian café talking about
Accrington Stanley.
Our hero is Amadeo, a geeky boy

who is an ace table football player and
beats the village bully in a stand-off.
The bully returns as an adult
footballer and proceeds to destroy the
village and take Amadeo’s girl. The
plucky little lead footballers fight back
to help Amadeo and some fun rat-
riding scenes ensue, but the enterprise
sags. It’s most disturbing to discover it
was directed by Juan José Campanella,
whose adult film The Secret in Their
Eyes was brilliantly nuanced.
Kate Muir

in the South Australian desert — does
much to build the plot, which refuses
to leave the straight and narrow road.
The Rover is directed and written by

David Michôd, the Australian behind
the Oscar-nominatedAnimal Kingdom,
the story of a dysfunctional criminal
family. His talents are achingly clear in
the initial scenes and Natasha Braier,
his cinematographer, is superb. Yet
while silent men of the traditional
western have a true purpose, Michôd’s
characters tend to nihilism, and the
script, written with Joel Edgerton,
loses traction. This is notMad Max,
despite the obvious similarities, but it
needs some more energy.
The set-up of this futuristic world —

where rare fuel supplies are paid for in
American dollars through metal slots
by the road, mysterious military goods
trains pass by and soldiers arrest
roaming citizens — is never explained.
It looks frustratingly fascinating, as
though another movie is hidden
beneath this one.
Other puzzles include Pattinson’s

accent, more Southern American than
Australian, and that Michôd allowed
him to enter into paroxysms of
overacting. Rey twitches, lumbers
around dramatically clutching his
wound, develops strange tics and a
mad, faraway stare. Yet Michôd has the
skills to hold his actors in check before
allowing them a deranged moment —
Jacki Weaver’s breakthrough as the
criminal matriarch in Animal Kingdom
proved that.
Pearce, who also appeared in Animal

Kingdom, gives Eric a character that
takes world-weary to new heights. A
wild car crash barely registers in his
peripheral vision, and his immunity to
any threat reveals that he has nothing
to lose: his family and farm have
already gone, and he is merely a
survivor. His only possession and
obsession seems to be his car, and that
becomes the raison d’être of this
movie, and also, later, its shortcoming.
Michôd’s film is ambitious and
suspenseful, and was in competition in
Cannes this year, but you can’t help
feeling there is better work to come.

Eric performs a long-running version
of “Dude, where’s my car?”
Life is worth less than zero in this

land post-Collapse, a point emphasised
by the gruesome gallery of locals Rey
and Eric meet in sickly neon-lit huts
along the way: mad dwarves, dog-
ladies and knitting grannies who pimp
young children. Yet none of these
grotesques — many acted by local folk

Robert Pattinson
overacts as twitching
simpleton Rey
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Theatre
Sommer 14: A Dance of Death
Finborough, SW10
{{{((

F
ringe productions don’t come
much more ambitious than
this: the English-language
world premiere of a sprawling,
epic 1990 drama by the

German playwright Rolf Hochhuth,
offering a grotesque depiction of the
build-up to the First World War,
drawing on the medieval allegory of
the danse macabre.
With its politically didactic tone and

fleet, wry, episodic scenes, each
delivered under an explanatory
heading, it is markedly Brechtian. In
Christopher Loscher’s bold, fluid
production, using Gwynne Edwards’s
free translation and illustrated with
flickering black and white video, there
are faint echoes of Oh! What a Lovely
War. The creepy figure of Death, who
marshals the action with a mixture of
delight and disgust, even bears a
resemblance to the Emcee from
Kander and Ebb’s Cabaret. It’s striking
— a grisly carnival procession towards
apocalypse — but not very digestible.
Dean Bray excels as Death, a fragile

youth in soldier’s uniform and skull
make-up, a bloody bullet hole in his
forehead. In songs and monologues,
he leads us through scenes that
traverse Europe (from battlefield to
newspaper office, embassy to warship
deck, ministerial chamber to Sarajevo
café) as global conflict is plotted by the
powerful and privileged. The Great
War is not just entirely avoidable,
Hochhuth maintains, it is hungrily
desired, thanks to human greed and
egotism; and war will come again.
The characters, chiefly pompous

men with pointy helmets and pointier
moustaches, are cartoonish; it’s in the
writing’s most restrained moments,
such as the monologue by a woman
drowned in the torpedoing of the
Lusitania, that play and production
really hit home. The overall effect is of
a garbled nightmare; and for a night or
two, it might ruin your sleep.
Sam Marlowe
Box office: 0844 8471652, to Aug 30

Katy Manning as Kitty and Susan Penhaligon as Zillah in Philip Meeks’s bittersweet but flat comedy

Classy ladies just carry it off
These TV stars
deserve better
than this limp
effort, says
Dominic
Maxwell

Edinburgh
theatre
Keeping Up
with the Joans
Pleasance
Courtyard
{{(((

Y
ou don’t see this sort of old-
fashioned thesp-off between
two stars of Seventies
television at the Fringe very
much any more. Alas, Philip

Meeks’s bittersweet comedy about two
am-dram veterans who are now living
in the same retirement home makes
you glad that things have moved on.
Susan Penhaligon (The Forsyte Saga,

Bouquet of Barbed Wire) plays the
outspoken, lewd, lonely Zillah. Katy
Manning (Jon Pertwee’s companion,
Jo Grant, in Doctor Who) is the still-
glamorous Kitty. Newly arrived at the
home, she, like Zillah, used to perform
with the Half Moon Players. Both are
affected by dementia, yet they need to
solve a mystery from the past. They
used to alternate starring in Bernard
Shaw’s play Saint Joan, but which of
them was playing the role the year
Dame Sybil Thorndike saw the show
and pronounced it one of the best
performances she’d seen? Finding this
out is crucial to the Players’ upcoming
centenary event.
Meeks’s script has some enjoyably

tart one-liners: Zillah has “a face like a

pug passing nettles”, says Kitty. “You
think butter wouldn’t melt up your
filth,” says Zillah to her friend and
rival. There are moments that move
beyond naturalism: is this a real care
home, or the afterlife? Why is Gary,
played with welcome urgency by
Arron Usher, quite so interested in
these women’s memories? Yet it moves
slowly, with too many flat, overlong,
expository scenes. The comical tone of
the first half is easy enough to
consume, in a sitcom kind of a way,
but it makes it hard to accept the more
serious themes that start to dominate
the second half.
Patrick Wilde’s production needs

more pace, even with Manning’s
actressy energy to feed off. Penhaligon
is the star here, though: she brings first
a sure comic touch and then a tangible
sadness to the unruly Zillah. When,
mystery solved, she appears to
succumb to her dementia, it’s
terrifically touching. It’s a performance
rich enough to make you long to see
what she can do with better material.
Box office: 0131 5566550, to Aug 24.
Greenwich Theatre, SE10 Aug 26-30

Theatre
Dogfight
Southwark Playhouse, SE1
{{{((

I
f boys will be boys, does it follow
that boors will be boors? Adapted
from the 1990s Warner Bros movie
of the same name, Dogfight sees
Eddie and his buddies going out on

the town. A gang of shorn-headed US
Marines, on leave in San Francisco
after boot camp, they behave like
intolerable jerks in Matt Ryan’s UK
premiere (which follows on from an
off-Broadway production in 2012).
We watch them loitering on the

streets, harassing passing females then,
more specifically, targeting unpretty
women, inviting them to a nightclub
and covertly running an ugliest “dog”
competition there. Eddie’s mates
Boland and Bernstein, who are 2D
caricatures of a geek and thug, go on
to intimidate a prostitute.
The fact that the stage version of

Dogfight is a musical certainly doesn’t
make these guys any more enjoyable
company. The Marines’ opening
numbers fail to be convincingly butch
or entertaining, though they launch
into mock-parade deck hollering, strip
to their underwear, and leap off chairs.
To give it its due, this off-West End

production has impressive sure-footed
fluidity, choreographed by Lucie
Pankhurst. Café and bedroom scenes
swirl in and out, as a live band perches
on a mini Golden Gate Bridge. The
snag is that the acoustics are muddy
and too many of the songs are
unmemorable. The romantic second
half is more winning. Jamie Muscato
as Eddie (though less touching than
River Phoenix in the film) eventually
reveals his emotional vulnerability and
is given a second chance by the naive
waitress, Laura Jane Matthewson’s
Rose. Her folk songs — the period
setting being the mid-1960s — are
pleasingly serene, but when he’s
hurled, by a jump cut, into the
Vietnam War, the sudden barrage of
pounding guns and howling
helicopters is musically stunning.
Kate Bassett
Box office: 020 7407 0234, to Sept 13

Theatre
Bad Jews
Ustinov Studio, Bath
{{(((

T
his is a hornets’ nest. A
Manhattan pied-à-terre —
bought by wealthy parents so
that their sons can chillax
during college vacations —

should be snug. However, in Joshua
Harmon’s New York domestic comedy
cum ethnic wrangle, Liam and his
quiet brother Joshua are obliged to
play host to their dreaded cousin
Daphna. She’s in town for the funeral
of their grandfather, a Holocaust
survivor whom they all loved.
Daphna (Jenna Augen) and Liam

(Ilan Goodman) are soon furiously
badmouthing each other in director
Michael Longhurst’s British premiere.
She is almost relentlessly manipulative
and defensive about her Judaic faith
and roots. Liam, an atheist, can’t bear
her, and is about to propose to his
thoroughly goy girlfriend. Melody
(Gina Bramhill) is a naive blonde from
Delaware who expects everyone to be

nice as pie. Instead of an engagement
ring, Liam intends to give her a
cherished heirloom, but Daphna is
determined that their grandfather’s
Chai pedant should pass to her.
Harmon generates a few sharp

twists and swings in sympathy as the
egos and ideologies clash. His
antagonists also voice opinions that
resonate beyond specifically Jewish
issues, with Liam arguing that ring-
fencing your cultural heritage smacks
of fascism, while Daphna predicts that
assimilation is a form of annihilation.
Most of the time, though, Bad Jews is

disappointingly schematic. Liam and
Daphna both launch into vitriolic
rants that are glaring set pieces; Joe
Coen’s Jonah keeps shtoom for
virtually the whole play; the
combination of sitcom and
ethnological debate feels strained.
Even with the Gaza controversy, I’m
not sure Harmon’s exposé of Jew-on-
Jew disputes is nearly as charged in
the UK as in the US. Longhurst’s
actors aren’t to blame; more directorial
fine-tuning might have enriched their
characters with more poignancy.
Kate Bassett
Box office: 01225 448844, to Aug 30

Edinburgh
theatre
Confirmation
Northern Stage at
King’s Hall
{{{{(

C
hris Thorpe’s one-man show
is one of the best failures I’ve
seen because Thorpe, a
liberal to his bones, is out to
see the world from the

perspective of a Holocaust-denying
white supremacist. Not just to accept
that an English Nazi can be a friendly
guy; has some sound ideas alongside
his awful ones; is more than just a
nutter — instead Thorpe is out to
climb outside of his own head, to
experience an opinion he loathes as if
it were truly his own.
That, it turns out, is too much to ask

of him. Too much to ask of the human
brain, indeed. Yet these 80 minutes
succeed in being a compelling,
galvanising look at the idea of
confirmation bias — our tendency to
favour information that confirms our
existing beliefs. Thorpe travels to New
York to meet the author of his source
text, a work of cognitive psychology
called The Righteous Mind. You could
also point to Daniel Kahneman’s book
Thinking Fast and Slow or the works of
Malcolm Gladwell as precursors of
this intellectual yet impassioned show.
Though he sometimes comes across

like a dynamo teacher — Thorpe fires

out so many ideas that you may wish
you were taking notes; he even has a
handout for us — if this is a lesson it’s
a creative and unsettling one. Co-
devised with its director, Rachel
Chavkin, Confirmation ropes in the
audience to solve maths problems, or
to pose pre-written questions to
Thorpe as he expresses the views of
the supremacist, Glen. It’s good to be
let into Glen’s views on
multiculturalism and immigration,
regressive though they are. It’s
something else to hear Glen give a
reasoned, qualified justification of the
actions of Anders Breivik, the
Norwegian mass murderer.
Yes, it’s a challenging piece. Thorpe

is comfortable suggesting that we may
have underestimated Donald
Rumsfeld because of our political bias;
less comfortable as he tries to retain
the balance between opening his mind
and losing his mind. He knows that
the mark of a first-rate brain is the
ability to hold two contradictory views
at once. He also knows that, finally,
you need to know where you stand.
Dominic Maxwell
Box office: 0131 477 6630, to Aug 23.
BAC, London SW11, Oct 6-25

Five stars for
Exhibit B at the
Edinburgh Festival
thetimes.co.uk/firstnight

NIK RUTTER
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dealers cash in
Car loans business
is sold for £100m
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Put your
mind to it
Meditation sessions
are a no-brainer
Sathnam Sanghera, 41

Nasty shock
in power bill
Unified charge may
cost you extra £37
Page 43

Eurozone heads for
triple-dip recession
Philip Aldrick

Growth in the eurozone came to a halt
in the three months to June, raising
fears of a triple-dip recession and piling
pressureon theEuropeanCentralBank
to launch a quantitative easing or asset
purchase scheme.
Russian tit-for-tat sanctions against

Europe over Ukraine and the threat of
deflation have led to fears that the
single currency bloc may contract
again in the third quarter, after it flat-
lined in the three months to June.
“Stalling economic growth in the

second quarter raises concerns that the
euroarea is slidingback intoa triple-dip
recession,” Chris Williamson, UK
economist at Markit, said. Another re-
cession would be the third since 2009.
For once, the weakness was not in

Europe’s troubled periphery but its
core. Germany, which accounts for
more than a quarter of regional output,
shrank by 0.2 per cent and France stag-
nated with zero growth for a second
quarter running. Italy also contracted
by 0.2 per cent, official figures from
Eurostat showed.
Economists said the Russian sanc-

tions and other geopolitical tensions
were taking their toll asbusiness invest-
ment stalled. German ten-year bunds

dropped below 1 per cent for the first
time since at least 1989 as investors
sought safe havens for their funds, de-
spite the country’s weak performance.
“The Ukraine-Russia conflict will

continue to weigh on business senti-
ment and — in case of further escala-
tion — it could jeopardise what re-
mains a lacklustre recovery,” Anna
Stupnytska, global economist at
Fidelity Worldwide Investment, said.
The flagging growth renewed calls

forMarioDraghi, president of theECB,
to respond by launching QE.
Michel Sapin, the French finance

minister, urged theECBtoadapt “to the
exceptional situation”. He halved his
2014 growth forecast to 0.5 per cent and
hinted that France would miss its 3 per
cent budget deficit target by another
year.
It was not just ministers calling for

ECB to take action, as Eurostat con-
firmed that inflation fell to a four-and-

a-half-year low of 0.4 per cent in July.
“The euro area is firmly on the path of
Japanisation,” Diana Choyleva, an
economist atLombardStreetResearch,
said in reference to Japan’s chronic de-
flation and two “lost” decades of low
growth. “TheECB’s next policymove is
likely to be QE. We would not be sur-
prised if this happened in November.”
Europe’s decline has been sudden

after a reasonably positive start to the
year.Amonthago, theblocwas forecast
to grow0.3 per cent in the threemonths
to June. That was cut to 0.1 per cent,
which was also too optimistic.
In the first three months, the region

grew0.2 per cent, having only exited its
double-dip recession in the second
quarter of 2013. The eurozone is still 2.5
per cent smaller than its pre-crisis peak
in early 2008. Britain has just passed its
previous peak.
The ECB launchedmeasures in June

to stave off deflation and rekindle
growth, including negative interest
rates on bank deposits, and had been
hoping to seewhether theywouldwork
before resorting to QE.
Whether the eurozone dips into re-

cession will rest on Germany’s per-
formance in the next three months.
Economists expect growth of 0.3 per
cent, which would stave off the worst.

Provident aims
for cruise control

S
ome people you wouldn’t let
near a bank. James Crosby,
for example. The ex-boss of
HBOS was the “architect of
the strategy that set the

course for disaster”. Or so claimed
the Parliamentary Commission on
Banking Standards. It duffed him up
so badly in April last year that he
handed back his knighthood.
Mr Crosby was on the skids then.

So it’s nice to see him getting a few
quid out of Provident Financial —
the lender at APRs of up to 300 per
cent to 2.5 million people that the
banks won’t touch (report, page 39).
Provident is paying £120million
cash for Moneybarn, an outfit
chaired by Mr Crosby, who’ll trouser
£850,000 for his stake, including a
tidy profit.
The business provides “car

finance to non-standard customers”
— a reference to their credit record,
not body shape. And it looks a
decent fit. Indeed, Peter Crook,
Provident’s chief executive, sees
Moneybarn as his “third leg” —
alongside doorstep lending and the
Vanquis credit-card unit.
Like Mr Crook’s 1.2 million

Vanquis customers, Moneybarn’s are
largely on average incomes, but
with a dodgy or thin credit
log-book. Moneybarn writes
“conditional sale agreements” —
like a hire purchase deal where car
ownership is retained until the loan
is paid off — and insists that the
vehicle be “used for necessities such
as travelling to work”. Getaway cars
don’t qualify, apparently.
It’s profitable too, making

£5.5million pre-tax last time. Yet
customer numbers aren’t pushing
the speedo because Moneybarn’s
myriad shareholders won’t fund its
expansion, despite being backed by
the likes of James Lupton, the
Conservative party co-treasurer,
and Mr Crosby. Moneybarn wrote
9,000 new loans last year, at interest
rates of about 32 per cent. Yet
500,000 second-hand cars a year
are sold to people without access to
bank finance — nine tenths using
“unsecured” loans at eye-wateringly
high rates. Mr Crook reckons there
is mileage there, as well as cross-
selling to his Vanquis clients.
There are risks: the Financial

Conduct Authority having a squint
under the car finance industry’s
bonnet, say. But to buy Moneybarn
at about nine times earnings,
Provident has just got away a
£120million placing at £20.30 a
share: a 1.7 per cent discount before
yesterday’s share price rise.
Provident might have a more
crash-free ride than Mr Crosby.

Bear hug

Luckily, Steve Marshall has a
way with animals. After being
run over by Railtrack in 2001,

the man who’s now Balfour Beatty
chairman turned to chimps. He
became a trustee of the Chimpanzee

Rehabilitation Trust. He even had
one named after him: Stephanie. It’s
a touching tale. Yet if only Mr
Marshall had picked bears instead,
he’d be well trained in handling the
grizzly hug being applied by Richard
Howson, Carillion chief executive,
who’s gone straight over his head to
appeal to Balfour’s shareholders
(report, page 39).
Mr Howson has already

rubbished Mr Marshall’s view that
Balfour should immediately sell the
engineering consultancy Parsons
Brinckerhoff, now on the block for
about £550million. Now he’s
brought in EY to do over Mr
Marshall’s notion that the synergies
from any Balfour-Carillion merger
will be miles below £100million.
Why, Carillion reckons they’d be “at
least” £175million a year by the end
of 2016 — worth a capitalised
£1.5billion or almost half the pair’s
combined market value.
No shareholder can sniff at that,

even if Mr Marshall will shortly
detail why he thinks them
unachievable. But the row says
something fundamental about the
two men’s business models. Carillion
runs a centralised one capable, in
Mr Howson’s view, of crunching
disparate revenues through a single
system — as it’s already proved,
integrating Mowlem in 2006 and
Alfred McAlpine in 2008. Balfour
runs a devolved model with tens of
different systems that would
struggle with that.
Mr Howson’s management has

the better record. But two risks
loom. First, Balfour’s loss-making
UK construction arm, with
£2.8billion revenues last year, is far
bigger than anything Carillion has
tackled. Second, refocusing it on
services could wreck “future
earnings recovery potential”, as
Balfour says.
Yet the best chance of reaching a

deliverable figure is for the two sides
to talk. Mr Marshall’s alternative —
selling Parsons, a dividend cut and a
lengthy turnaround —– isn’t exactly
compelling. Even Stephanie could
have come up with some of that.

Asda knowhow

Walmart has its fans. Why, a
teenager has just spent
more than two days hiding

in a Texas store, building dens
among the baby strollers and
burying himself in loo paper. Sadly,
though, not all customers are as
loyal, as the sixth consecutive
quarter without a like-for-like sales
rise kind of shows (report, page 42).
Profits guidance is coming down,

with higher staff healthcare costs
exacerbating sluggish sales. Oddly,
one of the bright spots was Asda, its
UK operation assailed by Aldi and
Lidl, which delivered a 0.5 per cent
rise in same-store sales. No wonder
Tesco couldn’t hack it in America.

alistair.osborne@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Alistair Osborne

Mark Zuckerberg
has become the
latest public figure

to join the ice bucket

challenge, which has quite
literally “soaked” America
in the past two weeks
(Alexandra Frean writes).
Everyone from Justin

Timberlake to Ethel
Kennedy, widow of Robert
Kennedy, has poured a
bucket of iced water over
their heads and

challenged others to do
the same. Those, like
President Obama, who opt
out must make a donation
to the ALS Association, a
charity fighting amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, a
neurodegenerative
condition also known as
Lou Gehrig’s disease.

Between July 29 and
August 12, the ALS
Association received
$4million in donations
compared with
$1.12million over the same
period last year.
The Facebook chief

executive passed on the
challenge to Bill Gates.

Facebook chief
plays it cool
with ice dare

Inside today

Deflation and a new
two-speed Europe
Pages 44, 45
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Eurozone: Growth in the
18-nation bloc came to a halt in
the second quarter of the year,
dragged down by a contraction
in Germany, recession in Italy
and a stagnant France. The
eurozone showed no
improvement in the three
months to June compared with
the first quarter, according to
data from Eurostat, the EU
statistics office, despite a
bounce back to growth in
Spain, Portugal and the
Netherlands. Analysts had
expected the €9.6 trillion
economy to show a 0.1 per cent
quarterly expansion. Leading
article, page 20; pages 37, 44, 45
Sterling: The pound touched a
four-month low against the
dollar yesterday as traders
digested the Bank of England’s
latest round of interest rate
guidance and accused the
governor, Mark Carney, of
playing “cat and mouse” with
the markets. Sterling slipped for
a second day running after
David Miles, a member of the
Bank’s Monetary Policy
Committee, said there was no
need to raise rates soon. Page 45
Consumer Price Index and
housing: The measure of
inflation created by the Office
for National Statistics that
incorporates housing costs in
the UK has been stripped of its
status as a national statistic one
year after its introduction. The
CPIH measure was introduced
last summer, because costs
associated with owning,
maintaining and living in one’s
own home, which are a big
expense for many households,
are not included in the headline
inflation measure. Page 40
Home-based businesses: A
range of measures designed to
make it easier to start a
business from home is to be
implemented as policymakers
address surging self-
employment. Moves to support
a “home-based business boom”
include allowing people to
start companies from rented
accommodation without
having to seek approval from
their landlord. Page 40

banking & finance
0.78%

Moneybarn: James Crosby, the
disgraced former chief
executive of HBOS, has bowed
out of his last-known role in
financial services, selling the
business specialising in
second-hand car loans to
impaired borrowers and
pocketing personal proceeds of
£850,000 in the process.
Provident Financial, the listed
doorstep loans company, has
paid £120 million in cash for
Moneybarn, the Hampshire-
based business, which Mr
Crosby has chaired since July
2011. Page 39
Deutsche Bank: Germany’s
largest bank has agreed to
settle an $810 million
(£485 million) lawsuit with the
state-backed lender BayernLB,
in connection with residential
mortgage-backed securities
that Deutsche sold to
BayernLB. “We have reached a
basic agreement. The final
settlement has yet to be

agreed,” a BayernLB
spokesman said in a statement.
The legal action was filed in
New York in 2012.
Berkshire Hathaway: The
conglomerate’s share price hit
$200,000 for the first time,
showing how far it has come
since Warren Buffett started
buying shares for $7 in 1962
when it was a humble textile
company. Class A shares of
Berkshire, for long the most
expensive US stock, jumped to
$201,775 by mid-morning
before falling back, but
remaining above the milestone
figure. Page 39

construction &
property

1.75%

Council of Mortgage Lenders:
Rock-bottom interest rates and
record employment levels have
helped people to keep on top of
their mortgage payments, but
concerns are growing that some
households are not factoring
in the prospect of an early rise
in rates. The number of
mortgages in arrears of 2.5 per
cent or more of the balance
stood at 131,400 at the end of
June, according to the trade
association for the residential
mortgage lending industry. This
was the lowest level since 2008
and down from 138,200 three
months earlier. Page 40
Greystar: America’s largest
student accommodation group
is set to repeat the feat in
Britain after buying Liberty
Living for £1.3 billion from
Brandeaux, the property fund
manager. Greystar is believed
to have beaten Avenue Capital,
a rival US investor, to win
control of the 17,000-room
Liberty Living student
accommodation portfolio,
according to Property Week.
Page 40
Carillion: Thousands of British
construction jobs are at risk in
the £3 billion merger that the
construction company is trying
to force on its ailing rival
Balfour Beatty. After a
dramatic day in the City,
during which Carillion
revealed it has been
conducting a roadshow to get
Balfour shareholders to revolt
against their management,
Balfour will today aim to shoot
down Carillion’s claims that it
can produce annual savings of
£175 million in a merged
company which it is claimed
would add £1.5 billion to its
market value. Page 39

consumer goods
0.27%

Gold jewellery: Shrinking
sales across Asia and the
Middle East dragged overall
demand for the precious metal
16 per cent lower in the second
quarter, compared with
unprecedented conditions in
2013. The World Gold Council
said that the decline from
1,148 tonnes between April and
June last year to 964 tonnes in
the second quarter should
come as “no surprise, given the
stark contrast in conditions in
the global gold market” this
time last year, when gold
prices fell 25 per cent and kick-
started a buying spree. Page 40

engineering
0.44%

Jaguar Land Rover: Ryton in
Warwickshire is once more to
become a home of car
production and the base for
the creation of the new Jaguar
supercar, the £130,000 F-Type
Project 7. Jaguar Land Rover,
which has chosen the Prologis
industrial park for its special
vehicle operations technical
centre, will be hiring 100
engineers to create the high-
end, bespoke version of the
critically acclaimed F-Type.
The facility will also be used to
produce a limited-edition
£120,000 Range Rover. Page 47

health
0.41%

ALS Association: Mark
Zuckerberg, the founder of
Facebook, has become the
latest public figure to join the
ice bucket challenge, which has
“soaked” America this month.
Justin Timberlake is among
the others who have poured a
bucket of iced water over their
heads and challenged others to
do likewise. Those not wanting
a dousing must make a
donation to the ALS
Association, a charity fighting
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, a
progressive, neurodegenerative
condition also known as
Lou Gehrig’s disease. Page 37

leisure
0.49%

Rank Group: The owner of
Grosvenor Casinos and Mecca
Bingo halls said that things
were looking up, despite a
“challenging” year in which its
profits plunged by a third. Rank
Group’s pre-tax profits fell from
£42.7million to £14.4 million in
the year to June 30 after it was
hit by the hot weather, when
punters favoured beer gardens
and barbecues over their local
Mecca Bingo hall, and weaker
discretionary consumer
spending. However, revenue
jumped 14 per cent to
£678.5 million and its operating
profit rose 4 per cent to
£72.4million. Page 41

media
0.42%

Ask.fm: IAC, which owns the
dating app Tinder, has bought
the controversial social
network. The site, which has
180 million monthly users,
allows people to answer
anonymous questions posed by
others, but has been linked to
teenage suicides, because of
trolls making abusive
comments. IAC, the parent
company of the search engine
Ask.com, says it will invest
millions of dollars to improve
safety on the site. Ask.fm’s
founders, the brothers Mark
and Ilja Terebin, will leave the
company as a result of the deal.

natural resources
0.80%

Ophir Energy: The FTSE 250
oil explorer, which has drilled

a string of dry wells in Africa,
is handing $100 million back to
shareholders in an attempt to
arrest a slump in its share
price. Ophir’s market value has
more than halved in the past
18 months, from £3 billion to
£1.2 billion, after failing to
repeat its earlier exploration
success when it made some
major gas discoveries off the
coast of Tanzania. It will buy
back $100 million of its shares
after claiming that it is
“fundamentally undervalued”.
Page 43
Royal Dutch Shell: The great
shale shake-up at the Anglo-
Dutch oil major has gathered
pace, with Shell doing a deal to
offload two onshore gas
interests in the US and to
acquire interests elsewhere in
the country. Months after the
arrival of Ben van Beurden, the
new chief executive, and his
diktat to “fix or divest”
underperforming assets across
the group, Shell said it had
struck two major transactions
that will net the business
$2.1 billion in cash. Page 43

retailing
0.38%

Asda: Andy Clarke, the chief
executive of the supermarket
chain, has warned of widening
disparities in economic
fortunes in Britain, with
shoppers in the southeast
splashing out on groceries far
more than those in the
northeast and Northern
Ireland. Quarterly figures from
Asda showed it has clawed
back market share from rivals
such as Tesco and Morrisons,
with like-for-like sales up by
0.5 per cent over the ten weeks
to June 30. Page 42

technology
0.79%

Uber: The mobile taxi app was
banned yesterday in Berlin, as
the German capital followed
Hamburg in citing safety
concerns to outlaw the service.
California-based Uber, which
is facing hostility from
established taxi organisations
across Europe for offering
cheaper services, vowed to
challenge the decision in court.
The app, launched in Berlin
last year, allows customers to
hail a cab from their mobile,
but has been criticised for
encouraging drivers and cars
that may not have met the
standards expected of
regulated cabs.

utilities
1.05%

Energy bills: Under proposals
put forward by SSE, bills in the
east Midlands and other
densely populated areas could
rise by up to £37 a year to
reduce the cost to households
of distributing energy in
remote parts of the country.
The energy group argues that
imposing one national charge
for delivering electricity and
gas to the home would make
bills simpler to understand
than the current system,
whereby suppliers levy 14
regional charges. Page 43
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The Office for National
Statistics will today publish
its second estimate of how
the economy fared in March
to June. Its first estimate
showed that Gross Domestic
Product expanded by 0.8 per
cent. The second release is
earlier than usual because of
major revisions to data

planned for September, but
provides less detail. Analysts
expect the headline figure to
be unchanged at 0.8 per cent.
ONS figures this week
showed that Britain’s
recession was not as deep as
originally thought.
Live updates on GDP at
thetimes.co.uk/business

The day ahead

Graph of the day
The LEGOMovie proved to have a bigger pull in Britain than in other
markets. Cineworld said that only the new Transformers and X-Men
titles and the LEGOmovie took more than £24m at the box office this
year but LEGO only scraped into the top 10 on a global basis

Transformers: Age of Extinction
X-Men: Days of Future Past
Maleficent
Captain America: The Winter Soldier
The Amazing Spider-Man 2
Dawn of the Planet of the Apes
Godzilla
Rio 2
How To Train Your Dragon 2
The LEGOMovie

$1bn
$744m
$736m
$714m
$708m

$508m
$508m
$494m
$491m
$468m

Source:
Box Office

Mojo

Company Change

Carillion A sweetened takeover offer 8.4%
Ophir Energy A share buyback 6.7%
Derwent London Applause for results 4.6%
British Land A push by Merrill Lynch 2.5%
Land Securities Positive broker comment 2.3%
Burberry A broker trims its target price -0.6%
Friends Life Goldman Sachs turns more cautious -1.2%
Glencore Credit Suisse downgrades -1.3%
Admiral Further consideration of falling premiums -3.0%
Centamin A legal challenge drags on -6.2%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure

Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Afarak (industrials HY) €1.5m (-€1.9m) 0c
Carillion (services HY) £67.5m (£64.2m) 5.6p p Nov 5
Centamin (resources HY) $31.9m ($123.6m) 0.87c p Oct 3
Cineworld (leisure HY) £13.9m (£16.5m) 3.8p p Oct 3
Derwent London (property HY) £371.4m (£219.8m) 11.65p p Oct 23
Ophir Energy (resources HY) $589.4m (-$19.4m) 0c
Partnership (health HY) £15m (£8.6m) 0.5p p Oct 30
Rank (leisure FY) £14.4m (£42.7m) 4.5p f 3.15p p Oct 22
Vitec (services HY) £14.9m (£10.1m) 9.3p p Oct 24
Xcite (resources HY) £0.5m (£8.7m) 0p

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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A nice little earner, now HP clear
Good runner, four careful owners

purch
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number of car loans extendedlast year

outstandin
g loans at Ju

ne 2014
Moneybarn’s after-tax profit
last year, up 1,871%

£24

22

20

18

16

14

12

10

8

6

Provident
Financial
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What you pay back over four yearson a typical loan
Loan size

Total repayment
£8,600

APR
31.1%

£14,508.93

Moneybarn shareholders cashing out

James Crosby
Former chief
executive of HBOS,
the collapsing bank
rescued by Lloyds
TSB and UK
taxpayers. He was
criticised last year by
the Parliamentary
Banking Standards
Commission and
surrendered his
knighthood

James Lupton
Conservative Party
co-Treasurer,
co-founder of
Greenhill and former
deputy chairman of
Barings, which
collapsed in 1995

Peter Norris
Former head of
Baring's investment
banking arm and boss
of rogue trader Nick
Leeson. Disqualified
from being a company
director for four years
in 1998. Now chairs
Virgin Group

David Hoare
Newly appointed
chairman-elect of
Ofsted. Former
chairman of Virgin
Express, Paragon
Group and
Laura Ashley

The deal in numbers

J
ames Crosby, the disgraced
former chief executive of
HBOS, yesterday bowed out of
his last-known role in financial
services, selling a business spe-

cialising in second-hand car loans to
impaired borrowers and pocketing per-
sonal proceeds of £850,000.
Provident Financial, the listed door-

step loans company, has paid £120 mil-
lion in cash forMoneybarn, theHamp-
shire-based business, whichMrCrosby
has chaired since July 2011.
Mr Crosby last year surrendered his

knighthood and offered to sacrifice
someofhis pensionafter being severely
criticised by the Parliamentary Com-
mission on Banking Standards for his
stewardship of HBOS, which had to be
rescued by Lloyds TSBand British tax-
payers in the crisis of 2008.
His chairmanship ofMoneybarnwas

due to come under scrutiny by the Fi-
nancial Conduct Authority this Octo-
ber, as it is in the process of taking full
responsibility for consumer credit
firms. For now, Moneybarn has been
authorised under an interim permis-
sion arrangement and there has been
no FCA vetting of senior personnel.
Mr Crosby has taken a keen interest

in the business, which under his chair-
manship posted a 20-fold increase in
after-tax profits to £4.1million last year.
Hehas also been closely involved in the
sale process.
“He’s done a great job for the share-

holders,” one person familiar with the
company said. “A fewyears ago itwasn’t
even certain it would survive the bank-
ing crisis.” Moneybarn was starved of
funding in the years after the crisis and
was eventually given loans by Octopus
Investments, the private equity firm,
which through warrants is one of the
biggest beneficiaries of the sale.
Another selling shareholder is David

Hoare, recently controversially named
as chairman-elect of Ofsted, the
schools inspectorate. Mr Hoare was
oneof three co-foundersofMoneybarn
in 1992.
Other prominent City figures have

also banked profits from backing the
business, including two former senior

executives at Baring Brothers, which
collapsed in 1995 after huge losses
clocked up by the rogue trader Nick
Leeson. James Lupton, the former dep-
uty chairman of Baring Brothers, and
Peter Norris, the former head of its in-
vestment banking division, came in as
shareholders about six years ago. Mr
Lupton is now European head of
Greenhill, the investment bank, while
Mr Norris chairs Virgin Group.
Provident Financial hailed the deal

yesterday as the start of a new business
line for the group, which also has a fast-
expanding credit card business, Van-
quis, targeting people with impaired
credit histories.
Peter Crook, chief executive, said the

acquisition would be immediately
earnings-enhancing, as Provident Fi-
nancial will pay back web-based Mon-
eybarn’s £140 million of loans and refi-
nance themwith borrowings at half the
price. “We’vegot ambitiousplans for it,”

he said. Provident Financial yesterday
successfully raised the £120 million
purchase cost through a placing at
£20.30, a 2 per cent discount to the clos-
ing price on Wednesday. The shares
closed 5p higher at £20.72. Invesco, the
company’s biggest shareholder, pur-
chased £22.3 million of new shares and
its holding now stands at 19.2 per cent.
If borrowers default, Moneybarn has

ownership rights over the car being fi-
nanced, reducing its losses. Impair-

ments are currently running at just 3
per cent of the loans, according to Mr
Crook. As a result, the company can
charge lower interest rates than lenders
making unsecured car loans.
Mr Crosby headed HBOS from 2001

to 2006. The bank eventually had to
write off £46 billion of loans made dur-
inghis stewardship and in the following
two years. The commission blamed
him and others for “catastrophic fail-
ings of management”.

Prominent City figures
bank profits from the
sale of a second-hand
car loans business,
writes Patrick Hosking

Carillion merger could mean job cuts
Thousands of British construction jobs
are at risk in the £3 billion merger that
Carillion is trying to force on its ailing
rival Balfour Beatty.
After another dramatic day in the

City during which Carillion revealed it
has been conducting a roadshow to get
Balfour shareholders to revolt against
their management, Balfour will today
aim to shoot down Carillion’s claims
that it can produce annual savings of
£175 million in a merged company
which it is further claimed would add
£1.5 billion to its market value.
The Balfour counterattack will chal-

lenge the costings of Carillion claims
and raise the spectre that Carillion’s
business plan could result in it closing
or selling off up to two thirds of Bal-
four’s UK construction business.
That business is Britain’s largest con-

struction firm,bringing in£2.8billionof
annual revenues and employing 9,000

people. If the Balfour construction arm
is to be significantly downsized, sources
admit that thousands of jobs could go.
The proposed combination of Bal-

four and Carillion has turned into a
“hostile merger” after the two boards
fell out at the end of last month over a
combined group’s future strategy.
That was prompted by Carillion’s de-

mand that Balfour reverse its decision
to sell Parsons Brinckerhoff, its white-
collar project management arm, for an
expected £550 million.
Neither group believes that Parsons

Brinckerhoff has any strategic value.
However, while Balfour believes it must
sell now to optimise best-price bids in a
consolidating market for project man-
agement firms,Carillion arguesParsons
Brinckerhoff should be retained for its
rich standalone cashflows, which could
stabilise the finances of a combined
company andhelp pay future dividends.
It has now emerged that Steve Mar-

shall, Balfour’s executive chairman, and

RichardHowson, Carillion’s chief exec-
utive, have also fundamentally fallen
out over the future size and shape of
Balfour’s UK construction arm.
Mr Howson wants to “rescale” the

business to concentrate on the sort of
construction contracts in the rail and
roadmarkets that companies likeCaril-
liononly sign if theycanhavea long-tail
of revenuesmanagingand servicing the
infrastructure assets afterwards.
Mr Marshall will say today that not

only are Carillion’s synergy claims
wrong, because cutting costs does not
equate tovaluecreation,but thecostsof
shuttingdownand layingoff largeparts
of the construction business will be far
greater than the £225 million restruc-
turing outlay that Carillion has flagged.
Despite Balfour’s continuing rejec-

tion of Carillion’s advances, the stock
market appears to think the merger is
back on. Shares in Carillion leapt more
than 8 per cent, up 26¾p to 346¾p,
while Balfour stock rose 3½p to 240p.

Berkshire Hathaway shares
top $200,000 for first time
Alexandra Frean

Robert Lea Industrial editor

Berkshire Hathaway’s share price hit
$200,000 for the first time yesterday,
showing how far the conglomerate has
come since Warren Buffett, below,
started buying shares for $7 in
1962 when it was a humble
textile company.
Class A shares of Berk-

shire, for long themost ex-
pensive US stock, jumped
to $201,775 by mid-morn-
ing before falling back, but
remaining above the mile-
stone $200,000 figure.
That values the company at

$322 billion, which is about the GDP
of a nation the size of Denmark. Mr
Buffett has never split Berkshire’s A
shares, arguing that a higher price at-
tracts long-terminvestors.However,he

did a 50-to-1 split of the Class B shares
in January 2010 when he acquired the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Corpo-
ration. These trade at about $134.
Although Berkshire’s results for 2013

showed that it missedMr Buffett’s
goal of increasing his com-
pany’s book value more
rapidly than the S&P 500
index over five years, few
investors are complain-
ing.
This month, the com-

pany reported second-
quarter profits of $6.4 bil-

lion, or $3,889 per Class A
share. Standard and Poor’s

reaffirmed the company’s AA rating
this summer, lifting its outlook from
negative to stable. Shares are up just
over 13 per cent this year, compared
with 5.6 per cent for the S&P 500.
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Housing costs
measure makes
swift exit from
national statistics

A measure of inflation created by the
Office for National Statistics that in-
corporates housing costs in theUKhas
been stripped of its status as a national
statistic one year after its introduction.
The Consumer Price Index and

Housing (CPIH) measure was intro-
duced last summer because costs asso-
ciated with owning, maintaining and
living in one’s own home, which are a
significant expense for many house-
holds, are not included in the headline
inflation measure.
The decision to introduce it came

after yearsof lobbyingbyusersof statis-
tics, who have complained about the
absence of owner-occupied housing
costs in the Consumer Price Index.
Gordon Brown, the former chancel-

lor, ordered the Bank of England to
target the CPI rate in 2003, dropping
the previous measure, a version of the
Retail Price Index that excluded mort-
gage interest payments but gave more
weight to housing costs such as build-
ings insurance and council tax.
At the time, the move was criticised

because it meant that the Bank was
following a measure of inflation that
did not account for house prices.
John Pullinger, who took over as the

national statistician this year, made the
recommendation toSirAndrewDilnot,
the chairman of the UK Statistics
Authority, the agency that oversees all
British statistics, that CPIH should no
longer be a national statistic. Sir
Andrew yesterday agreed.
“I recommend that the author-

ity considers suspending the
National Statistics designation
of CPIH and returning the indi-
cator to an experimental status, at
least until the work assessing
options for improve-

ment is complete,” he said in a letter to
Sir Andrew.
The UKSA’s stamp of approval will

not be restored until the ONS under-
takes more analysis of the figures,
which Mr Pullinger, the former House
of Commons librarian and director-
general, will review in due course.
After using CPIH for a year, statisti-

cians found that therewere someshort-
comings with the measure. In parti-
cular, when looking at housing costs,
they currently estimate that the aver-
age length of a rental contract is 18
months, which they need to reassess.
It is not the first time data has been

strippedof its status. In June, theUKSA
temporarily removed its approval for
April’s trade data after HM Revenue
andCustoms said it had given theONS
an incorrect figure for oil exports.
In January, the police-recorded

crime figures for England and Wales
also lost its “gold standard” mark after
Sir Andrew said that there had been
“accumulating evidence” that the data
collected by some forces was not relia-
ble. This set of data has yet to have its
national statistic status restored.
“The authority considers that ONS

has not been given sufficient informa-
tion about the quality ofmost police re-
corded crime data to provide assurance
that the statistics based on these data
meet users’ needs,” he said at the time.
As well as the introduction of CPIH,

there have been other significant
changes to how the ONS measures in-
flation. At the beginning of last year, Jill
Mattheson, then the national statisti-

cian, announced the introduction of
a new inflation measure, RPIJ, to
match international standards.
RPI had its national statistic sta-

tus removed, but the cost of some
daily essentials such as train fares

are still linked to it and not
RPIJ. As RPIJ is lower,
several campaign groups
called on the government
to use it to calculate the
price of certain services.

Kathryn Hopkins
Economics Correspondent

Tenants helped to start own business
A range of measures designed to make
it easier to start a business from home
is to be implemented as policymakers
address surging self-employment.
Moves to support a “home-based

business boom” include allowing
people to start companies from rented
accommodation without having to
seek approval from their landlord.
The law will be amended so that

landlords can be assured that home-
based start-ups “will not undermine
their residential tenancy agreement”,
the government said.
Other measures include updated

guidance that will mean that planning
permission should not typically be
needed to run a business from home,

andclarification thatmosthome-based
businesses will not attract additional
taxation through business rates.
Matthew Hancock, the business

minister, said that the changes would
“make life easier for Britain’s home
businesses”. He added: “Home busi-
nesses don’t just fire up the economic
engines and create jobs, they turn dor-
mitory towns into living communities.”
The government claims that 70per

cent of companies begin at home, con-
tributing £300 billion to the economy.
The Federation of Small Businesses

welcomed the changes, noting that one
in five of its members reported that
tenancy clauses were a barrier to run-
ning a business from home.
Self-employment in theUKstands at

a record 4.6 million people. A report

this week by IPPR, the think-tank,
found that Britain had the fastest
growth in self-employment in western
Europe over the past year. However,
there is adebateoverwhether it is a sign
of a growing entrepreneurial spirit or
the difficulty of finding full-time work.
Emma Jones, of Enterprise Nation,

which supports small companies, said:
“The home is now the most popular
place to start and grow a business.
These are not people starting business-
es out of necessity through lack of jobs,
they are part of a growing movement
that is responding to the new opportu-
nities technology brings.”
Analysis by Labour, however, found

that self-employed incomes had fallen
by an average of £2,000, or 14 per cent,
since 2010.

James Hurley

Shrinking sales of gold
jewellery across Asia
and the Middle East

dragged overall demand

for the precious metal 16
per cent lower in the
second quarter compared
with unprecedented
conditions in 2013
(Deirdre Hipwell writes).
The World Gold

Council said the decline
from 1,148 tonnes
between April and June
last year to 964 tonnes in
the second quarter should

come as “no surprise
given the stark contrast in
conditions in the global
gold market” at this time
last year, when gold prices
fell 25 per cent to record
lows and kickstarted a
buying spree.
Consumer demand for

gold jewellery was almost
a third lower at 509.6
tonnes during the second

quarter. The thirst for
gold bars and coins was at
275.3 tonnes compared
with 627.9 tonnes last year.
However, Marcus

Grubb, managing director
of investment strategy at
the World Gold Council,
said that overall the data
showed that the gold
market was now
stabilising.

AJAY VERMA/REUTERS

Householders are failing to prepare
for interest rate rise, lenders warn
Rock-bottom interest rates and record
employment levels have helped people
to keep on top of their mortgage pay-
ments, but concerns are growing that
some households are not factoring in
the prospect of an early rise in rates.
The number of mortgages in arrears

of 2.5 per cent or more of the balance
stood at 131,400 at the end of June, the
equivalent of 1.18 per cent of all loans for
house purchase, according to the
Council of Mortgage Lenders (CML).
Thiswas the lowest level since 2008 and
downfrom138,200threemonthsearlier.
A total of 5,400 properties were

taken into possession in the second
quarter, down from 6,400 in the prece-
ding quarter and 7,600 a year ago. At
11,800, the number of cases of reposses-
sion in the first six months of this year
was at its lowest since the secondhalf of

2006. The CML is expecting a total of
25,000 reposession cases this year.
Paul Smee, the director-general of

the CML, said: “Another fall in arrears
and possessions is clearly welcome and
shows that borrowers, lenders and
money advisers are generally continu-
ing to work well to contain payment
problems where they arise, helped by
an improving economy and low inter-
est rates. But rates will rise at some
stage, of course, and borrowers should
be planning for that now.”
There is a concern that many house-

holds are not calculating for an interest
rate rise from the record low of 0.5 per
cent, where the rate has been since
2009. While Mark Carney, the gover-
nor of the Bank of England, reiterated
his message on Wednesday that any
increase would be gradual, he said that
it was not a promise.
After the Bank released its quarterly

Inflation Report on Wednesday, the
markets pushed back their expecta-
tions for the first rise fromNovember to
February, but there are some econo-
mists who believe that it could happen
before Christmas.
The repossession numbers came as

the Resolution Foundation, a think-
tank, warned that close to 1.6million
households are spending more than
half their disposable income on the
costs of housing each month.
The so-called housing-pinched

households are more likely to rent pri-
vately, be young, live alone, live in one-
bedroom properties, have recently
moved and live inLondon, according to
its research.
A separate report from LSL Services

will show today that annual rent rises in
England and Wales increased to 2 per
cent in July, above inflation, which is
running at 1.9 per cent.

Kathryn Hopkins

Greystar set for dominant
position in student homes

America’s largest student accommoda-
tion group is set to repeat the feat in
Britain after buying Liberty Living for
£1.3 billion from Brandeaux, the prop-
erty fund manager.
Greystar is believed to have beaten

Avenue Capital, a rival US investor, to
win control of the 17,000-room Liberty
Living student accommodation port-
folio, according to Property Week.
The deal would allow investors in

Brandeaux, the property fund manag-
er, to withdraw their cash from the
fund, which suspended trading in July
2013 after running into liquidity issues.
Competition between Greystar and

Avenue Capital for the portfolio of 17
campus sites is believed to have driven
thedeal £200millionabove theoriginal
price tag. Other interested parties who

walked away at an earlier stage includ-
ed M&G Real Estate and Unite.
The acquisitionmeans thatGreystar,

which is jointly bidding with Goldman
Sachs, will surpass Unite as the largest
student accommodation owner in the
UKonlyninemonthsafter entering the
market, controlling more than 30,000
rooms to Unite’s 24,577. Last Septem-
ber, Greystar made its debut in the UK,
working with Goldman Sachs, to buy a
portfolio of student housing schemes
from the collapsed Opal Group.
In June, Brandeaux ditched plans to

float Liberty Living less than a month
after announcing its intentions, citing
“adverse publicmarket conditions”. It is
understood to have put the fund up for
sale weeks later.
It is not the only property company

to abandon a float. Last week, Urban
Exposure, a lender to the residential
mortgage market, scrapped its plans.

Kathryn Hopkins
Property Correspondent

Gold losing
its shine
as jewellery

Sir Andrew Dilnot,
chairman of the UK
Statistics Authority
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Rank Group
expects right
numbers
to come up
Deirdre Hipwell

The owner of Grosvenor Casinos and
Mecca Bingo halls said things were
looking up despite a “challenging” year
where its profits plunged by a third.
RankGroup’spre-taxprofits fell from

£42.7million to £14.4million in the year
to June 30 after it was hit by the hot
weather, when punters favoured beer
gardens and barbecues over their local
Mecca Bingo hall, and weaker discre-
tionary consumer spending.
However, revenue jumped 14 per

cent to £678.5 million and its operating
profit rose 4 per cent to £72.4million
largely as a result of a series of cost-cut-
ting measures and strategic initiatives
that kicked in during the second half.
Henry Birch, chief executive of Rank

Group, who is 100 days into his role,
said: “ It has been well flagged that we
hadapoor performance in the first half.
Itwasanexceptionallyhot summerand
we also misjudged our Mecca custom-
ers’ desire for value bundling ticket
sales into one offer instead of allowing
our customers to pick and choose
which games they wanted to play.
“We also had a tough comparable in

the first half as last year we had some
big customers who made some big
losses. However, in the second half our
revenue has returned to normal levels
and we believe a large amount of our
cost controls are sustainable and we
will see the benefit moving forward.”
The Grosvenor casino chain, which

consists of 56 sites, performedwellwith
revenue rising 30per cent to £391.2mil-
lion and operating profits up 20 per
cent at £56.8 million.
Mecca Bingo halls fared less well,

with revenue down 3 per cent to
£288.2million and operating profits
declining by 16 per cent at £37million.
Britain’s bingo halls have suffered in

the past six years after being hit by the
smoking ban, the economic downturn
and gambling regulation. However,
there were some positives this year
after the chancellor cut the bingo duty
from20 to 10per cent,which could save
Mecca between £10million and £11mil-
lion a year.
“We are confident about where we

are with Grosvenor and its growth
potential,” Mr Birch said. “The cut in
bingo duty has been a real shot in the
arm for Mecca and there is a lot of
energy and positivity in the business.”
The group has increased its full year

dividend by 10 per cent to 4.5p in a “sign
of confidence”. Shares closed down
slightly at 168¾p.

Sathnam Sanghera

It was on the third
day of our holiday
to Mexico that we
decided to give the
yoga lessons a shot.

Bloated with tacos, reeling from too
many margaritas, sleeping 14 hours a
night and succumbing to the boredom
of beach life, a little exercise seemed
like a good idea. But it became pretty
obvious pretty quickly that we’d made
a mistake.
Pushing 30C in the shade, it felt

more like 45C in the yurt, when we
had our heads hanging between our
arms in the downward dog position.
The hotel yogi, evidently driven half
mad with loneliness, and practising
something called Kundalini Yoga,
apparently “founded on the principles
of Sikh Dharma”, became a little too
excited when he realised I was an
actual Sikh, proceeding to buttonhole
me for half an eternity on chakras
and mantras and a load of other New
Age nonsense I’m pretty sure
have nothing to do with my
religion.
Then, when it came to the

meditation session at the
end of the class, we were
asked to “focus attention”
on our abdomens and
become “aware” of our
breath, before being
encouraged to
participate in a group
chant of an Indian
word that, rather
awkwardly, turned out
to be my name. I got
the giggles, and with
five people chanting
“sat nam, sat nam, sat
nam” around me, fled,
faking a stomach upset
before eye contact with
my friends made things
worse.
Yet in the months that

have followed, I’ve thought
about the session quite often,
as it has become evident that
such meditation, or mindfulness
— or, as one definition puts it,
“the intentional, accepting and
non-judgmental focus of one’s
attention on the emotions,
thoughts and sensations occurring
in the present moment” — is now a
mainstream element of corporate
life. A whole load of companies

actively encourage employees
to indulge in it, from Procter
& Gamble, to General Mills,
New Balance, Unilever and
Nortel Networks. Famous
executives who reportedly
swear by the de-stressing
and focusing effects include
Ford Motor Company’s Bill
Ford Jr, McKinsey’s
Michael Rennie and a
certain Rupert Murdoch.
Last week I even got a
press release from an
office furniture
manufacturer that
claimed its products

boosted “mindfulness”.
I’m not sure if it can yet

officially be considered a
management fad; the academics
Leonard J Ponzi and Michael
Koenig have argued that an
idea needs to have been
discussed for three to five years
to qualify, with the number of
articles on the “fad” in question
decreasing significantly after this
period. But mindfulness is now
big enough to warrant a

backlash, with The Guardian’s
Suzanne Moore last week asking:
“Why are we trying to think less
when we need to think more?”, and
adding: “The neutered, apolitical
approach of mindfulness ignores the
structural difficulties we live with.” In
the critical section of the mindfulness
entry on Wikipedia, sceptics talk of
“McMindfulness”, dismissing it as a
“banal, therapeutic, self-help
technique”, and describing its
corporate popularity as “the
marketing of a constructed dream”.
I have felt rather divided reading

this. Perhaps not surprisingly given
my name is a yoga chant, and that
celebrities such as Sadie Frost have
been photographed wearing T-shirts
pronouncing “Keep Calm and Sat
Nam”, I like yoga in small doses and
have reluctantly grown to value the
meditation element of it.
Tim Parks, the essayist and Booker-

shortlisted novelist, makes a highly
articulate and sophisticated case for it
in Teach Us to Sit Still: A Sceptic’s
Search for Health and Healing, in
which he writes about how
meditation, to his surprise, helped him

to overcome severe pelvic pain. Rather
more basically, I see mindfulness
simply as the art of learning to live in
the moment. It is a fact of western life
that we waste so much time worrying
about the future and the past that we
fail to enjoy the present. Far from
encouraging people to switch off their
brain, as Moore has suggested,
mindfulness helps people to focus on
the things that really matter.
Having said that, though, I think

poetry, and art, and music, and nature
and beauty can have a similar effect.
And the most enthusiastic advocates
of mindfulness can be, like our
Mexican yogi, space cadets. If you’re
not in the mood for meditation, a
mindfulness session can feel like the
most tedious thing in the world. And
the business world has a terrible
record of enthusiastically adopting
head-slappingly banal ideas. Anyone
remember Who Moved My Cheese?
The book that became one of the
biggest business bestsellers in history,
despite essentially telling the story of
two mice and two “littlepeople”
hunting for cheese?
Indeed, the day that I have just

spent reading corporate material on
the benefits of mindfulness has
proved rather uncomfortable. Not
least because business’s adoption of
the technique seems totally to ignore
the ancient spiritual philosophy it is
taken from. Taking mindfulness out
of context feels as random as deciding
that truth and salvation are to be
found in the works of John Milton, or
in the music of Chesney Hawkes, or
in the views over the Lake District,
and suddenly insisting that every
employee reads Milton, or listens to
Brahms or plans an extended visits to
Windermere.
Even more problematic is the

hectoring way mindfulness is being
propagated. To learn how to live in
the moment as an individual can be
liberating, but when your employer
encourages you to do it, it gets creepy
— the sinister implication being that
they don’t want you to think about
past problems or future challenges,
and just want you to accept things as
they are. For self discovery to really
work, you need to be the one who has
discovered it. Or, to put it another
way, the corporate
approach to
mindfulness just
feels a bit mindless.
Twitter @sathnam

‘‘

’’

‘Mindfulness’ has gone mainstream,
but in the wrong context it’s creepy

Sadie Frost wearing “Sathnam’s” shirt
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Asda has edge amid
an uneven recovery
The boss of Asda has warned of widen-
ing disparities in economic fortunes in
Britain with shoppers in the southeast
far more willing to spend on groceries
than those in the northeast andNorth-
ern Ireland.
Quarterly figures from the super-

market chain revealed that Asda has
gained the upper hand in a price battle
with Tesco and Morrisons as its like-
for-like sales edged up by 0.5 per cent
over the ten weeks to June 30.
Although Asda stores are beginning

to see the benefit of an economic recov-
ery, Andy Clarke, the chief executive,
said the geographic picture was patchy.
“It feels very different in London than
in Northern Ireland or the northeast,”
he said. “If you’re a family on a budget
in those difficult regions, it still feels
very challenging out there.”
Asda’s market share ticked up by 0.14

percentage points during the three
months to June, having fallen slightly
during the preceding three months.
The chain is the second largest food
retailer in Britain, behind Tesco but
marginally ahead of Sainsbury’s.
The trading figures were revealed as

Walmart, Asda’s parent company, dis-
closed a disappointing performance in
the US with tepid sales and a reduced
profit forecast for the full year.
Walmart’s second-quarter profits

edgedupby3.4 per cent to $4.36billion,
from revenue of $119 billion. However,

like-for-like sales were flat at its 4,800
stores in the US.
The Arkansas-based discount retail-

er revealed that its earnings for the year
were likely to be hit by increased em-
ployee medical costs after President
Obama’s healthcare reforms.
DougMcMillon, the chief executive,

admitted that trading had been “chal-
lenging” atUSretail parks. “Wewanted
to see stronger comps [comparable
sales] in Walmart USand Sam’s Club,
but both reported flat comp sales.”
Britain is among Walmart’s biggest

overseasmarkets. TheUSmultination-
al conceded that operating profits at
Asda had declined “slightly”.
However, Clive Black, an analyst at

Shore Capital, said the chain was
“toughing it out well” amid challenging
conditions and was dealing better than
its rivals with the competition posed by
discounters such asAldi andLidl. “Asda
smelt the coffee first and changed for
the better, in our view,” he said.
As a price battle rages on for basic

grocery staples, Asda has shifted from
special offers and discounts towards
permanent “everyday low prices”. The
chain’s chief executive said he wanted
to abandon pricing “gimmicks”, adding:
“We’re pleased with our market share
growth during the quarter.”
Asda said that George, its clothing

range, which is second only to Primark
in theUK, had been performing partic-
ularly well, boosted by strong sales of
school uniforms.

I t might have appeared to
everyone that Stuart Lorimer
was a pure Diageo man. The

finance specialist has worked at the
world’s biggest spirits business for
22 years. During his time at the
group, which makes Guinness,
Smirnoff and Johnnie Walker, he
has held senior roles in marketing,
commercial and corporate
divisions and has worked abroad.
However, Mr Lorimer, who is

finance director of Diageo’s
£4billion global supply operations,
has decided to switch from the
hard stuff to soft drinks and will
join AG Barr, the maker of Irn
Bru, Rubicon and Tizer, as its

finance director. The Glasgow
University-educated
accountant replaces Alex
Short, who is joining
Edrington Group, a spirits
business.
Mr Lorimer, married

with two children, will
join AG Barr this year.

Business big shot

name stuart
lorimer
age 47
position
incoming
finance
director, ag barr

zoopla looks the site
to put your house on

Alex Chesterman, the founder of
Zoopla, below, has two reasons to
feel smug. First, the online portal
that recently listed said that traffic
to its websites jumped by 34per
cent year-on-year to a record
45.5 million monthly visits. And
second, Anthony Codling, an
analyst at Jefferies, the bank that
advised Zoopla on its float, has put
out a rather scathing note about the
potential rival portal OnTheMarket.
Mr Codling claims that estate
agents who dropped off Zoopla to
join OnTheMarket could lose up to
£23,000 a year in revenue per
branch as a result of lost “leads”
from Zoopla. Ouch!

new broom at the top?
Does Steve Rowe, the executive
director of food at Marks &
Spencer, know something we
don’t? In an interview
yesterday he said that he
would like the top job . . .
You know, the job that is
already held by
Marc Bolland, the
under-fire Dutch chief
executive, who has been
the head of Britain’s
best-known retailer since
2010. But fans of the

debonair Mr Bolland should fear
not. He is not going anywhere yet.
Mr Rowe only wants the job “one
day”. He said: “I would one day like
to lead it [M&S]. The best retailer in
the world, in my opinion, a
company I’ve worked for and loved
for 25 years, of course I’d love to.
Who wouldn’t?”

late night line-up
When Graham Turner stepped
down as chief executive of Tragus
Group, the Café Rouge and Bella
Italia operator, a few years ago, it
was assumed he would quickly find
another private equity-backed
restaurant opportunity. Not so. Last
October, he became executive
chairman of Novus Leisure, the
group behind Tiger Tiger. However,
less than a year later, Turner, 51, is
on his way again, saying: “The
late night market was not the place
for me. But that’s not to say the
over-50s can’t stay up late. That’s
not true!”

building up nicely
City People should like to be a fly
on the wall at future Wincanton
board meetings. The chairman is
Steve Marshall, Balfour Beatty’s
chairman, and in June the Carillion
finance director, Richard Adam,
became a non-executive director.
Mmmmmmmmm. Cosy.

CITY PEOPLE
The feuds, the faces and the farcical
Deirdre Hipwell@DeirdreHipwell
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The great shale shake-up at Shell has
gathered pace with the Anglo-Dutch
oilmajordoingadeal tooffload twoon-
shoregas interests in theUSbutacquire
interests elsewhere in the country.
Months after the arrival of Ben van

Beurden as chief executive and his
diktat to “fix or divest” underperform-
ing assets across the group, Royal
Dutch Shell said that it had struck two
major transactions that will net the
business $2.1billion in cash.
In the first deal, Shell is selling its

Pinedale shale gas fields in Wyoming
for £925million to Ultra Petroleum,
which is also throwing in its own shale
acreage in the Marcellus and Utica
formations in Pennsylvania.
Separately, an agreement with Vine

Oil & Gas in league with Blackstone,
the private equity group, will see Shell
ditch thewhole of its interest, including
facilities and infrastructure, in theHay-
nesville shale gas fields in Louisiana.
Marvin Odum, Shell’s US explora-

tion and production chief, said that it
already had interests in the Utica field
in Pennsylvania, which have proved
attractive and impressive. “We are
divesting our more mature Pinedale
and Haynesville positions,” he said.
Shell was operating Pinedale in 2001.

Haynesville and its vast quantities of
gas shot to prominence in 2008.
Shell this year sold its 50 per cent

stake in the Niobrara and Sandwash
shale gas basins in Colorado and dis-
posed of its interest in the Eagle Ford
shale field inTexas for hundreds ofmil-
lions of dollars less than it paid in 2010.

Alexa’s
got it
nailed

You have to
hand it to
Alexa

Chung (Robert
Miller writes).
The 30-year-old
presenter turned
model, who is a
contributing
editor at the
British Vogue
magazine, was
at Debenhams’
in Oxford
Street, London,
to celebrate her
collaboration
with Nails Inc
and the launch
of her own
Alexa manicure.
The campaign is
to mark Nail’s
15th anniversary
since it was
founded by Thea
Green, then
fashion editor of
Tatler.

Energy supplier puts a national
distribution charge in pipeline
Energy bills in the east Midlands and
other densely populated areas could
risebyupto£37ayear to reduce thecost
to households of distributing energy in
remote parts of the country under pro-
posals put forward by SSE.
The energy group argues that impos-

ing one national charge for delivering
electricity and gas to the home would
make bills much simpler to understand
than the current system, where suppli-
ers levy 14 regional charges.
If adopted, the ideawould prove con-

tentious, as it would create clear win-
ners and losers. It would result in lower
bills for those living in sparselypopulat-
ed regions with difficult terrain where
thecostof buildingpylonsandgaspipe-
lines is higher per customer.
Those in north Wales and Cheshire

would be the biggest winners from a
national distribution charge, paying an
estimated £48 a year less, closely fol-
lowed by households in the southwest,
which could have a £42 saving. The

losers would be those in the densely
populated areas who enjoy the lowest
distribution charges and would face
steep increases. While households in
the east Midlands would be the biggest
losers, those in Yorkshire and East An-
gliawouldnot be far behind, facingesti-
mated rises of £28 and £26 respectively.
SSE made the proposal in its submis-

sion to the Competition and Markets

Authority (CMA), which has begun an
investigation into the energy industry.
The company stressed that it was

only a proposal and that further discus-
sionwasneeded toweighup the effects.
It added that the impact on bills would
behard toestimate, as suppliershaddif-
ferentwaysof recovering their distribu-
tion costs from customers.
Unlike some other big energy com-

panies, SSEtries to smoothout thevari-
ations faced by its customers by only
charging five regional rates. SSEargues
that a national rate would improve
transparency and help customers to
compare tariffs and find the best deals.
At present, companies quote average

national bills when they change prices,
which mask huge regional variations
because of the varying distribution
charges.
Gas and electricity distribution char-

gesmakeup almost £300onan average
bill of £1,328, according to Ofgem.
These charges will rise in line with
inflation over the next eight years to
allow distribution companies to invest

in infrastructure under a deal agreed
with Ofgem.
Alistair Phillips-Davies, chief execu-

tive of SSE, has championed the idea of
national distribution charging, recently
writing on his blog: “While there are
prosandconstoanyapproachtopricing,
if one of the goals of the CMA inquiry is
to make it easier for customers to ident-
ify thebestdeal for them,replacingthese
regional charges with a national charge
has to be a serious option. Instead of up
to 14 different prices, each supplier
would have one, whether the customer
lives in Stirling, Sheffield or Swansea.”
He added: “It would reduce the num-

berof stepshouseholdor small business
customers need to take to find the best
deal, make it easier for third parties to
provide clear advice on the cheapest
tariffs for different types of customer,
and reduce some of the complexities
involved in supplyingenergy, especially
for smaller companies.”
He suggested that the switch to

national charging should be phased to
“avoid too much price disturbance”.

Oil explorer in $100m buyback after share price slumps

AFTSE250oil explorer thathasdrilled
a string of drywells inAfrica is handing
$100 million back to shareholders in a
bid to arrest an alarming slump in its
share price.
Ophir Energy’s market value has

more thanhalved in thepast 18months,
from £3 billion to £1.2 billion at yester-
day’s closing share price, after failing to
repeat its earlier exploration success
when itmade somemajor gas discover-
ies off the coast of Tanzania.
The companywill buy back $100mil-

lionof its sharesafter claiming it is “fun-
damentally undervalued”.
Mark Henderson, analyst at West-

house Securities, said: “It’s pretty un-
usual for an explorer to do a share buy-
back. Management is sending a mes-
sage to themarket theyhave significant
faith in the value in the remainder of
the portfolio.”
Ophir Energy, which floated three

years ago, became a star performer of
exploration after discovering more
than 15 trillion cubic feet of gas in Tan-
zania, enough to meet the UK’s needs
for five years.
It sold amajority stake in the fields to

BGGroup and most recently a 20 per
cent to Temasek, the Singapore sover-
eignwealth fund, for$1.3billion, leaving
it with a remaining 20 per cent stake.
The company argues that assuming

the remaining stake is also worth $1.3
billion, and adding the $1 billion cash it
still hason its balance sheet, shouldgive
the company a value of 230p a share.
That compares with the 211¾p that

shares were trading at the close of busi-
ness yesterday, up 13¼p, and does not
include small finds it hasmade inEqua-
torial Guinea and elsewhere.
Richard Rose, head of strategy at

Ophir, said: “We think we are funda-
mentally undervalued. It has been dis-
appointing both from the share price
reactionanddrillingdryholes.Wehave
got some good projects. Hopefully we
will have a better 2015.”
He denied that handing $100million

to shareholders rather than spending it

on exploration signified a lack of confi-
dence with the drill bit.
The companyenjoyedaphenomenal

run in 2011 and 2012, drilling 14 suc-
cesssful wells in East Africa out of 14.
Over the past ten months its luck has
reversed, drilling four dusters out of
five, dashinghopes thatGaboncouldbe
the next big exploration hotspot. It will
drill three more wells in Equatorial
Guinea this year and next year will
pause exploration drilling.
Mr Henderson added: “Having had

an overly positive string of exploration
successeswhichwas not representative
of the norm, they have almost gone to
the other extreme.The batting average
has normalised.”

More shale
offloads net
Shell $2.1bn
Robert Lea Industrial Editor

Tim Webb

Tim Webb

JONATHAN BRADY/PA WIRE

More than 62,000 households deserted
npower in the first six months of the
year as complaints about the energy
companywith theworst track recordon
customer service continue to stack up.
Npower, which supplies 5.37 million

households, receives more complaints
than any other supplier after it botched
the introductionof anewbilling system.
The German-owned supplier was

recently warned by Ofgem that it
would be banned from all telesales un-
less it sortedout theproblemby the end
of this month.
Last month it received 121,662 com-

plaints from customers, up slightly
from the previous month but down
fromthe 132,821 that it recorded inMay.
Reporting first-half results, npower

said that profits from supplying electri-
city and gas slumped by 38 per cent to
£109million.
It blamed higher costs from carrying

out Eco, the government’s household
insulation programme, and from trying
to improve customer service.
The UK generation arm of npower’s

German parent company, RWE, made
a £74 million loss compared with a loss
of £21 million in the first six months of
last year.
This was due to continued losses op-

eratinggasplants,whichcannotmakea
profitwhen electricity prices are so low,
and the closure of old coal and oil-fired
power stations.
Despite the loss, RWE invested £324

million over the period, mostly in new
wind farms.

62,000 homes
quit npower
since January
Tim Webb

Winners and losers
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Deflation, recession
and ‘Japanese crisis’
hang over eurozone
Philip Aldrick Economics Editor

Two months ago, a policymaker at the
Bank of Japan warned that the euro-
zone was slipping towards chronic
deflation and low growth. The central
bank was “observing if Europe will fall
into Japan-style deflation”, Takehiro
Sato said, given the implications that
would have for the global economy.
Coming from where it did, the com-

parison was striking. Japan knows all
too well the dangers of deflation.
Between 1990 and 2010, it “lost” two
decades as the economy lagged behind
the rest of the world. Growth slowed,
debt ballooned and even a massive
Keynesian stimulus package of build-
ing works did little to help. In despera-
tion, the central bank is now flooding
the economy with quantitative easing,
alongside reforms includinghigher tax-
es that plunged the economy into con-
traction in the second quarter.
Today, it is the eurozone that is

teetering on the precipice. A recession
combinedwithdeflation isdesperate—
a self-reinforcing policy nightmare for
which Japan has found no permanent
solution in 20 years. After official
figures showed that the 18-nation bloc
flatlined in the second quarter, the pro-
spect of such a depression looks close.
Germany, the region’s powerhouse,

contracted by 0.2per cent. Italy,
mired inpublic debt, did like-
wise. France, the second
largest economy, stagnated.
While Spain, the Nether-
lands, Portugal and Austria
countered the declines, the
overall picture is bleak.
The eurozone managed

zero growth in the three
months to June, below the 0.1
per cent forecast. It faces a

triple-dip recession, having only just
emerged from its double-dip a year ago.
The money supply is shrinking, unem-
ployment is only inching down, banks
are restrainingcredit, consumers strug-
gling, investors hoarding cash in safe
assets and confidence is evaporating.
Worse, alongsideweak growth, infla-

tion is running at only 0.4 per cent.
Several member states, such as Greece,
are in outright deflation. EvenGerman
policymakers, so scarred by Weimar
hyperinflation, are growing concerned
about the risk of a negative price spiral.
“Inflation is very low and growth is

disappointing, so it feels a bit like a
Japanese scenario,” Christoph Kind,
head of asset allocation at Frankfurt
Trust, told Bloomberg yesterday.
Alongside the internal risks, Russian

tit-for-tat sanctions against the EU
over theUkraine conflict are having an
impact.Russiaaccounts for5percentof
eurozone exports, or 0.9 per cent of
GDP. Barclays reckons the sanctions
and associated lost jobs could knock
0.1per cent off growth this year.
Without Russian mouths to feed,

more farmproduce is likely to endup in
domestic markets, pushing inflation
down further. Added to that, the geo-
political climate is deterring invest-
ment. German ten-year bunds fell be-
low 1 per cent for the first time yester-

day,despite thecountry’s
economicwoes, as inves-
tors sought a safe haven.
The pressure on the

European Central Bank
for quantitative easing is
mounting.
Marchel Alexandro-

vich, European finan-
cial economist at Jeffer-

ies, said: “If the Ukrainian crisis
gets worse before it gets better,
then the ECBmay end upwrit-
ingoffmost of 2014asnot quite
living up to expectations.
And, of course, as GDP

disappoints so the outlook for inflation
gets less certain. And if inflation were
then to undershoot the ECB’s projec-
tions by say half a percentage point,
then the euro area as a whole is in
deflation next year.”
Thestakescouldnotbehigher.Mario

Draghi, president of theECB, hasmade
clear thatQE is finally on the table. The
Bundesbank even appears to have
tacitly approved the policy. Mr Draghi
had hoped towait to see whether nega-
tive interest rates and cheap credit,
launched in June,were having an effect
before resorting to QE.
Mr Alexandrovich is one among

manyeconomistswhonowbelieve that
the ECB does not have the luxury of
delaying until late this year.
The latest decline in Europe’s for-

tunes is very different from the last.
Then, the periphery — Portugal, Ire-
land, Greece, Spain and Italy—were to
blame; theproblemsnowareat itsheart.
Germany suffered a collapse in busi-

ness investment and exports. Part of
the problemwas a result of the Russian
sanctions.Economists reckon therehas
been an underlying slowdown but that
the economy should grow about 0.3 per
cent in each of the final two quarters,
unless the Ukraine situation worsens.
In France, the problem is deeper. The

economy has been stagnating for two
years, averaging only 0.4 per cent
growth, businesses are refusing to in-
vest and consumers are carrying what
meagre growth there is.
It is not all bad news, though. Re-

forms in Spain and Portugal are paying
off. Both countries grew 0.6 per cent in
the second quarter, providing proof
that reforms do work.
The next few months will be critical.

By the end of the year, it will be clear
whether the eurozone is facing both
deflation and recession. The ECBmust
act before it happens. FathomConsult-
ing thinks it will launch QE early next
year and hopes it would not be too late.

Despite protests
over cuts, reforms in
Spain are paying off
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Plenty of candidates
in running for title of
sick man of Europe
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Protests
against

austerity
in Italy

Germany David Charter

Weaker export and investment
figures, as well as a mild
winter, were blamed for the

worse-than-expected 0.2 per cent
contraction recorded in German
GDP for the three months to June.
The deteriorating security situation

in Ukraine and the Middle East also
played a part and will have an
unpredictable impact on Bundesbank
forecasts for 1.9 per cent annual
growth this year, ministers admitted.
That outlook is looking too

optimistic after a revision for
first-quarter growth downwards from
0.8 per cent to 0.7 per cent yesterday.
The Bundesbank had expected flat
growth in the second quarter. A
technical recession is now a
possibility, some experts said,
although politicians remained upbeat.
“Growth rates in Germany will

likely return to growth in the rest of
this year, but the risks from abroad
have, without doubt, increased,” said
Sigmar Gabriel, the economy minister.
Construction continued during a

mild winter so that the second
quarter did not see the usual recovery
in building work, he added. The
timing of Easter holidays may have
also shifted some production from the
second quarter to the first quarter.
Destatis, the statistics agency, said

that the foreign trade balance
contributed less to GDP than in
previous quarters because exports
had fallen while imports had grown.
Lacklustre capital investment also
reduced growth.

France Adam Sage

P resident Hollande’s government
begged for the removal of
eurozone monetary and

financial constraints yesterday in the
hope of stimulating the flagging
French economy.
The calls came after Michel Sapin,

the finance minister, admitted that
growth in France had “broken down”,
presaging further gloom in an already
despondent nation.
With the economy stagnating in

the second quarter, Mr Sapin slashed
his growth forecast for 2014 to 0.5 per
cent from an initial 1 per cent. He said
that growth was unlikely to exceed
1 per cent next year.
He said the French deficit would be

more than 4 per cent this year, up
from an initial forecast of 3.8 per cent.
Mr Hollande had promised to bring

the deficit down to 3 per cent next
year, but this now seems impossible.
Amid warnings that France faces

an autumn of discontent over public
sector pay and state spending cuts,
the socialist president is urging
Brussels to give him breathing space.
He wants eurozone leaders, and

notably Angela Merkel, the German
chancellor, to authorise more public
investment and is pressing the
European Central Bank to pump
money into the continent’s economy.
However, Luc Chatel, general

secretary of the opposition Union for
a Popular Movement, said Mr
Hollande’s “credibility has collapsed
like a house of cards. Waiting and
crossing his fingers is not good
enough”.

Spain Martin Roberts

Spain may draw comfort from the
fact that its GDP outpaced that
of the eurozone by three times

and grew by 0.6 per cent in the
second quarter but the fledgeling
recovery depends on tourism and
may be unsustainable.
Although the government has

trumpeted registered jobless figures
that are now down to 4.42 million —
or exactly where they were when it
took office in December 2011 — those
figures do not count the long-term
unemployed. Wages have also fallen,
so consumer confidence, measured by
the Bank of Spain, is still negative.
Also worrying are Wednesday’s

Eurostat figures, showing Spain’s
weak industrial output fell in June.
While Spain’s borrowing costs have

fallen from crisis levels two years ago,
its outstanding debt is rising; central
bank data showed that sovereign debt
had risen above €1 trillion for the first
time, equivalent to about 98.4 per
cent of GDP, or almost triple what it
was in 2007, before Spain’s property
boom turned to bust.
Many Spaniards continue to suffer,

as evidenced by a social network
group based in Madrid’s working-class
Tetuán district — The Invisible Ones
in Tetuán — which has put up posters
of housewives with slogans like “I am
one of the 5,000 families in Tetuán
that will be evicted” or “I am one of
the 8,557 pensioners in Tetuán
surviving on €339 a month”.

Italy Tom Kington

When Italy fell back into
recession this month for the
third time since 2008, the

question asked by many was “Why is
anyone surprised?”, rather than “How
did this happen?”.
After it neatly sidestepped the pre-

2008 economic boom, with 120,000
companies closing since 2001, Italy
then took the 2008 crisis on the chin,
with the economy shrinking 9 per
cent since then and industrial output
falling 5 per cent a year according to
Confindustria, the employers’
association.
Everyone knows the answer is grass

roots reform of Italy’s cosy brand of
capitalism, where conflicts of interest
are often seen as prerequisites for
doing business, rather than an ethical
problem and a speeding up of the
state’s snail-paced bureaucracy.
However, while Silvio Berlusconi

was happy with the status quo as he
fought his battles with judges, even
reform-minded Matteo Renzi has
been distracted, spending precious
time on a constitutional shake-up
since he took office in February.
“The key reform to carry out is of

the state bureaucracy and public
administration which owes firms
€30billion in late payments, even
after settling another €30billion in
debts,” said Giuseppe Di Taranto, an
economist and professor of financial
history at Rome’s Luiss University.
“Meanwhile, firms watch as 60 per
cent of their profits go for taxes.”

Carney takes blame as pound slides
The pound touched a four-month low
against the dollar yesterday as traders
digested the Bank of England’s latest
interest rate guidance and accused the
governor, Mark Carney, of playing “cat
and mouse” with the markets.
Sterling slipped for a seconddayafter

David Miles, a member of the Bank’s
Monetary Policy Committee, said that
there was no need to raise rates soon.
“We’re not going to be pushed into

raising interest sharply, because the
inflation outlook remains pretty
subdued,” he told BBC Radio.
Having slipped to a ten-week low on

Wednesday, the pound fell yesterday to
$1.6658, its lowest since April 8, before
climbing to close 0.02 per cent up at
$1.6686. In June it was above $1.71.
The pound’s gyrations renewed criti-

cism of the governor for flip-flopping
over the likelymonth of a first rate rise.
In June, MPs compared Mr Carney’s
confused communication with an
“unreliable boyfriend” blowing hot and
cold on rates after he hinted that a first
increase could come this year. In May,

markets expected a first rise to come in
March. After Mr Carney’s June inter-
vention, that was brought forward to
November. This week, he signalled an
increasewould not come before Febru-
ary. “We’re back to where we were,”
David Owen, UK economist at Jeffer-
ies, the investment bank, said.
Updating the boyfriend analogy,

Kathleen Brooks, research director at

Forex.com, added: “What a difference
two months make. I would say he is
more like a fearful fiancé, he has
popped the question but is yet to com-
mit to a date for the big day.”
Critics claimed the Bank appeared to

be selecting the data to suit its plan to
hold interest rates down at 0.5 per cent.
“It is hard to avoid the conclusion

that they simply want to keep rates as

lowas possible for as long as possible ir-
respective of the outturn in economic
data,” Peter Kinsella, a currency strate-
gist at Commerzbank, told Bloomberg.
Fathom Consulting, which is run by

former Bank economists, said: “The
MPC, and governor Carney in parti-
cular, have been playing something of a
cat and mouse games with financial
markets in recent weeks. We stick to
ourview that, fearing theconsequences
for over-indebted households, the
MPCwill do all that it can to keep inter-
est rates lower for longer.”
Others suggested that the Bank’s

chopping and changing over rates
showed policy was largely out of its
hands, and entirely data dependent.Mr
Owen said the Bank “wanted the
market to respond to the data and the
data has been confusing”.
Mr Owen had some sympathy with

the decision to cause volatility.
“Markets have had more trouble
getting their heads round forward
guidance than companies,” he said.
“Companies seem to understand that
their investment decisions will not be
jeopardised by sharp rate rises.”

Philip Aldrick

What has gone wrong
in the key countries of
the eurozone? Times
writers take the pulse of
the continent’s economy

David Miles said
that there was no
rush to raise rates
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more than doubled the synergy
target to £5million and see room for
refurbishment of the existing
cinemas. The addition of a further
500 screens over the next three years
and a deepening relationship with
IMAXare also on the agenda.
The Cineworld share price has

fallen 14 per cent in a year, meaning
there is value in the stock, trading at
15.2 times forecasts. A coming
attraction for investors.

out those factors, the pre-tax profit
figure rose by 46 per cent.
Much has been made of a

slowdown at the box office around
the World Cup. The conflict in Israel,
where it has a large chain, has also
restrained growth albeit modestly,
according to management. Big
blockbusters in the second half
including new Hobbit and Hunger
Games films will boost the box office.
Cineworld is a very different beast

compared with a year ago. It now
owns the Picturehouse chain, which
opens it up to a more discerning
audience, and the fast-growing
central European division.
Management, led by the brothers
Mooky and Israel Greidinger, have

I t was a case of double vision over
at Cineworld after it revealed its
first set of results since its merger

with Cinema City.
The deal not only added a fast-

growing eastern European business
but also ushered in a change of
management. Cinema City was the
star of the screen with revenue up
33per cent to £268million as
operations inRomania and Poland
offset a sluggish performance in the
UK. Pre-tax profit fell 16 per cent to
£14 million largely as a result of
financing and merger costs. Stripping

companies news

PRICES

£11m for Terra Firma
The top 11 managers at Guy
Hands’ Terra Firma private
equity group have shared
£11million. Terra Firma’s annual
report also shows that it spent
nearly €2billion on its portfolio
companies, which include Four
Seasons healthcare. The report
shows most of its portfolio
companies recorded an increase
in earnings before interest, tax,
depreciation and amortisation
(ebitda) except for the Odeon
cinema chain, which has been
badly hit by its business in Spain.

Shares to fund research
A healthcare company that
operates a “flu camp” to test
medicines is raising £33.6 million
to fund diversification into
asthma, diabetes and obesity.
Retroscreen Virology pays
volunteers to be injected with flu
and given experimental drugs at
a centre in Whitechapel, east
London. The company said it was
placing 12.9 million 260p shares
with institutional investors to
raise money for expansion.

Sultan’s hotel swoop
The Sultan of Brunei is expected
to spend an estimated $2.2billion
on buying the five-star Grosvenor
House Hotel in London and the
Plaza and Dream Downtown
hotels in New York, being sold by
Subrata Roy, the Indian tycoon
jailed for alleged contempt of
court. The Brunei Investment
Agency owns the Dorchester
Collection, but the sultan is likely
to finance the new assets through
his family’s Oasis vehicle.

Shops for Crown Estate
The Crown Estate, which runs the
Queen’s property, has acquired
Fosse shopping park in Leicester
for £345.5million. The deal was in
partnership with Gingko, a
Chinese property group, with
both partners taking a 50 per cent
stake. It is the largest acquisition
in The Crown Estate’s history.
The centre attracts more than 8
million shoppers a year and, at
560,000 sq ft, is one of the largest
in the UK.

Read these stories
in full online
thetimes.co.uk/
business

Nic Fildes Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Next level
could be
daunting
for Game

G
ame Digital has much to
prove. Its detractors need
to look no further than
the demise of Game
Group, its alter ego,

which collapsed two years ago, as
proof that high street retail and video
games can be a toxic mix.
Its product is moving online with

trigger-happy kids looking to
download games, often chapter by
chapter, directly to a console rather
than splashing out £40 on a boxed
copy of the new Grand TheftAuto.
Then there are the smartphone

games. Nintendo’s Wii did
huge business among people
patronisingly called “casual
gamers” but they now tap
away on a phone for fun.
Something as frivolous as
KimKardashian’s “make a
celebrity” game is raking in
$70,000 a week, triggering a
profit warning fromKing.com, the
maker of CandyCrush Saga. What
chance a dowdy old high street
retailer like Game?

Yet like many video game
protagonists, the retailer has beaten
the odds to complete a level. It got its

float away, at the lower end of the
range in June, and the stock is
up 21 per cent since. A
trading statement yesterday
pointed to a 30per cent
jump in sales for the year
to the end of July with
earnings before interest,

taxation, depreciation and
amortisation in line with market

expectations of £43.7 million. Better
yet was net cash at the end of the
year exceeding £80 million, smashing
forecasts for about £50 million.

The trading statement comes as
the sector gears up for the launch of
Destiny, a title that has cost
$500million to develop and could be
the biggest hit since Halo or Call of
Duty. It also comes as the Gamescom
conference inCologne kicks the
industry into a state of fervour over
exciting news about titles such as
Tomb Raider andMetalGear Solid,
which could tempt customers into
the local Game store.
The question for investors is

whether the slimmed-down Game
has the difficulty level set on “easy”.
The new Microsoft and Sony
consoles are selling like hotcakes,
driving the industry to a cyclical
high. Game argues that we are just at
the beginning and that sales of
previous-generation consoles hit
13.5million in the UK, meaning that
there is a huge amount of growth to
go.
Whether Game’s extra life will see

it through as the difficulty ratings get
toward “legendary” levels as the
cycle moves on remains to be seen.

So
ur
ce
:T

ho
m
so
n
R
eu
te
rs

Keeping up with the Kardashians

GameDigital share price
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The curse of Dragons’ Den has
struck again. First Rachel
Elnaugh exited stage left after

Red Letter Days slid into
administration. Then Expansys, the
online retailer controlled byPeter
Jones, was delisted fromAIMthis
year after years of underperformance.
Now it’s Piers Linney who’s in the

headlights. The current dragon
floated his Outsourcery vehicle, a
cloud computing company, in May
last year at 110p. The share price has
tanked since then amid concerns
about its cash flow.
It has now raised £4.5 million in

working capital, which it says will
tide it over as it chases larger
contracts. Only £1.5 million of that
will be via a placing, at a measly 20p
a share, with directors taking out a
third of the new shares. That dilutes
investor equity by 18 per cent. Mr
Linney and Simon Newton, his co-
chief executive, have forgone their
£500,000 salary to reduce costs,
although they will get share options
with performance targets removed,
with the remainder of the capital
raised through debt rescheduling and
restructuring.
Shares jumped 5 per cent but

doubts remain over Outsourcery’s
ability to break even next year and
whether it has enough cash — or
investor support given the meagre
placing — to do so.

10,000,000
PlayStation 4s
sold to date

MY ADVICE Hold
WHY Company floated at
the top of the cycle but
concerns over long-term
growth once console sales
slow down

M icroFocus has been back in
focus this month after
Stephen Kelly, the former

chief executive, was named as the
new head of Sage. He famously got
the legacy software maintenance
company’s market cap above
£1 billion and it crashed when he
abruptly left. Yet Kevin Loosemore
and Mike Phillips, the new team,
have got the shares to an all-time
high and the value to £1.2billion.
First-quarter results, robust rather
than racy, include a 60p-a-share
cash return to shareholders. Not so
micro any more.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICE Sell
WHY Shares diluted, concerns
over cash burn remain

MY ADVICE Buy
WHY Picturehouse, Cinema
City deals to boost prospects

GAMEDIGITAL

Revenue £586m Net cash £80m

outsourcery

Revenue £3.5m Net cash £1.3m

cineworld

Revenue £268m Dividend 3.8p

Major indices
New York
Dow Jones 16713.58 (+61.78)
Nasdaq Composite 4453.00 (+18.88)
S&P 500 1955.18 (+8.46)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15314.57 (+100.94)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 24801.36 (-88.98)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 395.84 (+0.57)

Sydney
AO 5542.90 (+35.00)

Frankfurt
DAX 9225.10 (+26.22)

Singapore
Straits 3294.83 (-6.58)

Brussels
BEL20 3109.83 (+6.87)

Paris
CAC-40 4205.43 (+10.64)

Zurich
SMI Index 8430.10 (+41.39)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3058.16 (+1.99)

London
FTSE 100 6685.26 (+28.58)
FTSE 250 15675.56 (+148.08)
FTSE 350 3635.50 (+18.41)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2692.64 (+7.22)
FTSE All-Shares 3571.61 (+17.97)
FTSE Non Financials 4180.27 (+16.56)
techMARK 100 3268.62 (+21.86)
Bargains 876742
US$ 1.6684 (-0.0002)
Euro 1.2483 (+0.0001)
£:SDR 1.10 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 87.4 (-0.1)
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 128.30 Jun (2005 = 100)
RPI 256.30 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.80 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 911.84 (-1.52)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4535.59 (-1.38)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 100.40 -2.25
Brent 25 day (Jan) 102.50 -1.95
Brent 25 day (Feb) 103.20 -1.85
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 94.85 -1.60
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 94.30 -1.65

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 940.00 940.00 -4.00
Gasoil EEC 870.75 872.75 -8.25
3.5 Fuel Oil 552.00 554.00 -1.00
Naphtha 852.00 856.00 -5.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Aug unq Nov 871.25-870.50
Sep 863.25-863.00 Dec 873.25-872.50
Oct 867.75-867.50 Volume: 236910

Brent (9.00pm)
Sep unq Dec 103.24-103.18
Oct 102.15-102.12 Jan 103.52-103.43

Nov 102.81-102.74 Volume: 571602

LIFFE

Cocoa

Sep 2074-2072 Dec 1910 BID
Dec 2031-2029 Mar 1760 BID
Mar 1996-1994 May unq
May 1978-1972
Jul 1959 BID
Sep 1945 BID Volume: 17351

RobustaCoffee

Jul unq Mar 1993-1959
Sep 1945-1944 May 2175-1959
Nov 1960-1953
Jan 1968-1950 Volume: 9535

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters May 478.20-474.00
Aug 486.60-483.40

Oct 430.70-430.60 Oct 517.00-490.50
Dec 446.50-445.90 Dec 522.00-485.00
Mar 466.50-465.50 Volume: 5579

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Nov 121.80 Jan 123.30 Mar 126.30
May 128.65 Jul 131.25 Volume: 571

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 112.70 112.98 112.43 112.60 153675 379081
Dec 14 111.90 111.90 111.89 112.01 4 5

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.430 99.450 99.420 99.435 72952 334915
Dec 14 99.300 99.340 99.290 99.305 155765 472502
Mar 15 99.110 99.160 99.100 99.120 115094 405073
Jun 15 98.910 98.960 98.900 98.915 94516 270426
Sep 15 98.690 98.740 98.690 98.710 85586 260950

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.810 99.815 99.810 99.810 13820 474707
Dec 14 99.815 99.825 99.815 99.820 26326 438060
Mar 15 99.825 99.840 99.825 99.830 13055 390883
Jun 15 99.830 99.835 99.825 99.830 26927 334280
Sep 15 99.820 99.825 99.810 99.820 21279 333599

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 99.970 99.980 99.970 99.970 2078 53331
Dec 14 100.02 100.03 100.01 100.01 5789 45614
Mar 15 100.04 100.06 100.04 100.04 4295 41522
Jun 15 100.06 100.07 100.05 100.06 2347 37557

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.35 111.35 111.34 111.35 9 26270
Dec 14 111.35

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 126.66 126.68 126.62 126.64 97 9985
Dec 14 126.64

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 145.23 145.23 145.03 145.06 62 3506
Dec 14 145.06

FTSE100 Sep 14 6643.0 6681.0 6626.5 6669.5 80120 566836
Dec 14 6612.0 6650.0 6612.0 6642.5 56 13442

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4029.0 350
Dec 14
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Centamin slides as court
battle in Egypt lumbers on
Gary ParkinsonMarket report

C
entamin’s results were a
little light, but that was not
why its shares ended up at
the foot of the FTSE 250.
More disconcerting for the

market was the prospect of a long-
standing legal challenge to its right to
mine gold in Egypt dragging on into
2015. Since October 2012, Hamdy
el-Fakharany, an Egyptian lawyer, has
been pushing for its licence to be
revoked and for the Egyptian Mineral
Resource Authority to be sued for
allegedly granting it illegally.
Shares happily changed hands for

north of 100p before then, promptly
cratered below 30p and took until last
December to start to recover.
Yesterday, they lost 4½p to 70p.
Centamin is appealing against a court
ruling of 2012 that declared its right

to operate the Sukari mine
invalid. Since then, Egypt’s
government has changed,
and Centamin is confident
a country badly in need of
foreign investment will find
in its favour, eventually. The
next hearing is in October.
Meanwhile, production goes on.

Rob Broke, an analyst at Westhouse,
expects the second half of Centamin’s
year to be markedly stronger than the
first, as grades increase. However, two
record quarters are needed to meet
annual guidance, he added. And while
legal issues persist, he needs “more
encouragement” to turn any more
positive than “neutral” about the
shares.
Neither was it the best day for any

gold miner to report results, as the
World Gold Council said that demand
for the precious metal was 16 per cent
lower in the three months to the end
of June than a year earlier.
As far as the wider stock market

was concerned, more bad news was

more good news. Unexpectedly,
the German economy
contracted, which was read
as greater pressure on the
European Central Bank to
adopt further stimulus
measures. Japan is

contracting, the latest retail
sales in America were poor.

Chinese loans were dire this week,
the Bank of England doveish. All of
which, CitiFXsaid, makes interest rate
rises in some of the world’s biggest
economies “a distant possibility”. Low
rates are good for shares and the
FTSE100 rose 28.6 points to 6,685.3.
Among the property groups, Bank

of America Merrill Lynch pushed
British Land and Land Securities,
which then rose 17½p to 724½p and
24p to £10.90 respectively.
Countrywide, the chain of estate
agents, added 13½p more to 515p on
further consideration of Oaktree
Capital’s purchase of one million
more shares earlier in the week to lift
its holding north of 28 per cent. The

USprivate equity house had done
extremely well from backing
residential property.
Meanwhile, broker caution and

nervousness about China’s economy
again unsettled miners. Credit Suisse
downgraded Glencore, off 4¾p at
360¾p. Among the oil explorers, news
of a $100 million share buyback lifted
Ophir Energy 13¼p to 211¾p. Genel
Energy, which announced a
$2million buyback after the market
had closed on Wednesday, advanced
57½p to 810½p.
On AIM, there was a 1.8 per cent

rise to 14¼p for Manx Financial, the
financial services group whose
chairman and 17.6 per cent
shareholder is Jim Mellon, the former
emerging markets fund manager who
is reckoned to be worth more than
£600million. Those who watch this
one closest thought interim results
later this month from Manx, which
entered the insurance market for the
first time this week, should impress.
Prices by Proquote

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Piling up Carpetright shares
retailing

Carpetright’s
biggest
shareholder

topped up its holding,
endorsing the new
chief executive
brought in last month
to turn around the
struggling carpet and
flooring chain.
Franklin

Templeton, the
heavyweight
American fund
manager, lifted its
stake this week to
nearly 20 per cent,
about 13.4 million
shares, 1½p easier at
505½p.
Late last month

Wilf Walsh, formerly
of HMV and Coral
bookmakers, took
over from Lord Harris

of Peckham,
Carpetright’s founder,
who remains non-
executive chairman of
a business he set up in
1988 and floated five
years later, until a
replacement can be
found. Lord Harris
and his family own

19 per cent of the
£346 million
company, though
speculation is rife that
they may unload
shares before long.
The shareholder

register is unusually
concentrated. The
founder, Franklin
Templeton and only
six other institutions
own more than 80 per
cent of the company.
Carpetright has

been struggling.
Three profit warnings
and problems in the
Netherlands, where it
is the market leader
but the housing
market is in the
doldrums, have seen
the shares slip from
700p in late 2012.

A US investor has
backed Carpetright by
increasing its holding

Wall Street report
US stocks closed higher after
conciliatory comments from Russia
helped to ease concerns about the
escalation of the conflict in Ukraine
and offset some uninspiring earnings
reports. The Dow Jones industrial
average rose 61.78 points to 16,713.58.

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0733-1.0737
Canada 1.0911-1.0913
Denmark 5.5765-5.5768
Euro 0.7479-0.7480
Hong Kong 7.7508-7.7509
Japan 102.48-102.48
Malaysia 3.1692-3.1702
Norway 6.1578-6.1592
Singapore 1.2452-1.2454
Sweden 6.8594-6.8612
Switzerland 0.9062-0.9063

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.809-13.820
Australia dollar 1.7916-1.7918
Bahrain dinar 0.6255-0.6330
Brazil real 3.7814-3.7981
Euro 1.2481-1.2487
Hong Kong dollar 12.934-12.936
India rupee 101.31-101.51
Indonesia rupiah 19485-19523
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4717-0.4742
Malaysia ringgit 5.2069-5.4067
New Zealand dollar 1.9646-1.9661
Singapore dollar 2.0777-2.0789
S Africa rand 17.575-17.603
U A E dirham 6.1271-6.1333

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.15 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.35; 3 mth 0.42. Sell: 1 mth 0.31; 3 mth 0.37

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.4994 0.5238 0.5603 0.7079 1.0504

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.80-0.65 1.12-0.97

Eurodollar Deps 0.14-0.24 0.20-0.30 0.26-0.36 0.38-0.48 0.62-0.72

Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.07 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.36

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.2765-9.3174 9.3055-9.3066 45ds 136ds
Euro 1.2500-1.2446 1.2484-1.2483 3pr 10pr
Montreal 1.8161-1.8219 1.8211-1.8213 8pr 25pr
New York 1.6657-1.6695 1.6689-1.6690 4ds 13ds
Oslo 10.237-10.284 10.275-10.282 88pr 265pr
Stockholm 11.294-11.487 11.444-11.454 15ds 49ds
Tokyo 170.65-171.21 171.02-171.04 8ds 24ds
Zurich 1.5074-1.5157 1.5123-1.5126 7ds 22ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.960 1.700
Canada $ 1.990 1.730
Denmark Kr 10.000 8.770
Egypt 13.180 10.490
Euro ¤ 1.360 1.190
Hong Kong $ 13.930 12.250
Hungary 430.530 354.210
Indonesia 22498.700 17946.200
Israel Shk 6.410 5.470
Japan Yen 185.090 160.290
New Zealand $ 2.210 1.870
Norway Kr 11.180 9.660
Poland 5.780 4.730
Russia 65.040 54.160
S Africa Rd 19.620 16.620
Sweden Kr 12.260 10.900
Switzerland Fr 1.670 1.440
Turkey Lira 3.920 0.000
USA $ 1.820 1.600

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 119.25 163.80 180.74
(+/-) +1.73 -6.02 +2.65

Eng/Wales 119.25 163.69 180.00
(+/-) +1.73 -5.99 +2.60

Scotland unq 164.70 192.78
(+/-) -6.91 +3.69

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
6886.0-6886.5 6872.5-6873.0 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2205.0-2206.0 2213.0-2214.0 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2294.0-2295.0 2296.0-2298.0 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
22375.0-22400.0 22445.0-22450.0 22420.0-22470.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2004.5-2005.0 2021.0-2021.5 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
18530.0-18535.0 18610.0-18625.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.71 1.05

Euro

0.00 0.05 0.16 0.35

Bullion: Open $1311.36
Close $1312.14-1312.60 High $1318.26
Low $1308.80
AM $1315.00 PM $1313.50
Krugerrand $1298.00-1378.00
(£777.73-825.66)
Platinum $1468.00 (£879.58)
Silver $19.87 (£11.91)
Palladium $889.00 (£532.66)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication

I t had one of the
more intriguing
back stories of an

English car plant
before it was closed by
Peugeot with the loss
of 2,300 jobs in 2007
(Robert Lea writes).
Now Ryton, in

Warwickshire,
pictured top in the
1970s, is again to
become a home of car
production and the
base for the creation
of the new Jaguar
supercar, the
£130,000 F-Type

Project 7. The Ryton
plant started life as
one of the shadow
factories building
aero engines before
the Second World
War. In the 1950s it
was the headquarters
of the Rootes Group,
the manufacturer
behind Hillman,
Humber, Singer and
Sunbeam. Chrysler,
the American
carmaker, bought the
plant in the 1960s
after it suffered
financial difficulties
and sold it on for a
nominal sum in 1978
to Peugeot.
The Peugeot years

at Ryton helped the
French manufacturer
to gain market
success in the UK

with its 405, 306 and
206 models before it
closed the plant seven
years ago. Since then
the site has been
redeveloped as the
Prologis industrial
park with companies
such as Royal Mail
using it as a
distribution hub.
Jaguar Land Rover

will now be hiring 100
engineers to create
the high-end, bespoke
version of the
critically acclaimed
F-Type. The Project 7,
above, takes its design
cues from the 1950s
Jaguar D-Type and
looks like a racing
car. The facility will
also produce a limited
edition £120,000
Range Rover.

Jaguar go
back to
car plant’s
Rootes
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Jesse Steinfeld
US surgeon-general under Nixon who defied Big Tobacco by putting health warnings on cigarette packets

Steinfeld campaigned against the message of the Marlboro Man ads (below) that smoking epitomised masculine cool

Big Tobacco — the pejorative used to
describe the three leading US cigarette
manufacturers, Philip Morris, RJ Reyn-
olds and Lorillard — fought a long and
ruthless war against medical science in
pursuit of its right to sell its products
without reference to the death and
damage they caused.

In the shape of Jesse Steinfeld, US
surgeon-general from 1969 to 1973, Big
Tobacco met its match. Steinfeld’s pas-
sion and incorruptible resolve to pro-
claim the link between smoking and
cancer was motivated by the death of
his father (who was a heavy smoker)
while Jesse was still a child. However, as
he began to preach the message that
smoking is bad for your health, the
tobacco lobbyists contrived to have him
forced out as surgeon-general after ap-
plying pressure on an already belea-
guered President Nixon. It was widely
held that the president, whose Republi-
can party owed much to donations
from the tobacco sector, had given in to
the demand that Steinfeld must go.
Nixon accepted Steinfeld’s “resigna-
tion” in June 1973.

Steinfeld, however, left a legacy of
resistance, backed by hard science, that
eventually forced Big Tobacco into re-
treat. No longer would the square-
jawed Marlboro Man, on a ranch with
only his horse and a cigarette for com-
pany, be the face of benevolent
addiction. Instead, the legend on each
pack warned: “The surgeon-general
has determined that smoking is hazard-
ous to your health.”

During his time in office Steinfeld
also attempted to take the first steps to
restrict smoking in public places and to
raise the awareness of the risks to child-
ren and others from passive smok-
ing.Through it all, he steadfastly
refused to meet any tobacco lobbyists
and carried on regardless in response to
jibes from them that he was a liar.

Jesse Leonard Steinfeld was born in
West Aliquippa, Pennsylvania, in 1927.
His parents, both shopkeepers, were
Jewish immigrants from Hungary sell-
ing dry goods and hardware. His father
died when Jesse was still at junior
school, prompting him, as a prodigious-
ly gifted student, to pursue medicine.

At 18 he took his bachelor of science
degree from the University of Pitts-
burgh, achieving the highest honours
in his year. From
there he attend-
ed medical
school in Cleve-
land.

He married
Gen Stokes in
1953. They had
three daughters:
Mary Beth, now a
paediatrician at
the Davis Mind
Institute at the
University of Cal-
ifornia; Jody, a
lawyer in the Dis-
trict Attorney’s
office in Los An-
geles; and Susan, a
librarian and
learning difficul-
ties specialist in
Pasadena. They all
survive him.

Steinfeld served
as deputy director

of the the US National Cancer Institute
and then deputy assistant secretary for
health and scientific affairs at the
Department of Health in Washington.

It was at this point that he came to the
attention of Richard Nixon, now well
into his first year as president and look-

ing to replace
William T Stew-
art, President
Lyndon John-
son’s surgeon-
general, who
had resigned.
Steinfeld came
highly recom-
mended, and at
first Nixon was
content to let
him pursue his
anti-smoking
agenda while
he got on with
trying to win
the Vietnam
war. It was only
when he was
looking to re-
election, in
1972, that Nix-
on became
painfully
aware of the

extreme low regard in which his
chief medical officer was held by Big
Tobacco.

Steinfeld’s activism had begun in his
own office. On his first day he counted
at least a dozen ashtrays distributed
around his main suite. These were
removed forthwith in spite of the fact
that many of his staff, along with a
majority of visitors, were smokers.
Notices proclaiming “Thank you for
not smoking” took their place.

The reluctance of women to give up
was a particular source of concern. “I
am puzzled by women’s attitudes
towards smoking,” he said. “They tena-
ciously cling to this habit despite the
compelling health and aesthetic rea-
sons there are for quitting.”

Steinfeld came to the post at a time
when medical research clearly showed
that smoking was seriously damaging
to health and was responsible each year
for the deaths of millions of Americans.
However, the tobacco industry did its
utmost to suppress research and to
smother its effects with relentless
advertising and covert propaganda.
One manufacturer even introduced
trace elements into its products that
increased the likelihood of addiction.

His response was to publish a land-
mark report in 1971 that outlined the

serious risk of lung cancer, cancer of the
larynx and heart disease caused by
smoking. Pregnant women who
smoked were risking not only their
lives, but those of their unborn child-
ren, and non-smokers were susceptible
to damage from secondary smoke.
Horrified tobacco lobbyists leaned on
Nixon. The president, under enough
pressure already in the lead-up to the
Watergate scandal, demanded Stein-
feld’s resignation.

Steinfeld went on to hold senior posts
at the internationally renowned Mayo
Clinic and served as president of the
Medical College of Georgia, in Augusta,
from which he retired in 1987.

He returned to Washington from
time to time to warn about the effects
on young people of violence on televi-
sion, to promote the fluoridation of
water and highlight the adverse impact
of pesticides and artificial sweeteners

He remained a passionate anti-
smoking campaigner to the end and
had some satisfaction at the progress
made towards his ultimate aim of mak-
ing smoking “unacceptable in society”.

Jesse Steinfeld, former US surgeon-
general, was born on January 6, 1927.
He died of a stroke on August 5, 2014,
aged 87

HENRY GRIFFIN/AP

Lord Jacobs
Stephen Herring,
head of taxation,
Institute of Direct-
ors, writes: I had
considerable con-
tact with Lord
Jacobs (obituary,
Aug 14) in his tax
campaigning. He

had unparalleled understanding and
enthusiasmforpersonal taxreform.His
ideas were often focused on broadening
the tax base by removing or limiting
targeted reliefs and directing the full
savings generated into significant cuts
in the marginal income tax rates for all.
He was unusual as a tax campaigner in
that his ideas were not driven by any
political, sectional or personal agenda,
andwere targetedonall incomegroups.
He often asked me to “pull apart” his
proposals but I could not succeed in this
without falling back on the spin which
politicians and lobbyists would have
made. It is to the discredit of our polit-
ical processes that, with the exception
of the £10,000 personal allowance,
most of Lord Jacobs’s tax ideas have not
yet been implemented.

Baroness Miller of Hendon
Brian Coleman,
former chairman of
the London Assem-
bly, writes: Your
excellent obituary
of Baroness Miller
(Aug 5) rightly
refers to her work
promoting women

in politics, but while she was chairman
of the London area of the Conservative
party in the early Nineties she was a
strong supporter of the many gay men
and women among London Tory activ-
ists, long before that became a fashion-
able bandwagon in the Conservative
party. She would ensure that there was
no discrimination in officer elections or
local government selections against
LGBT Tories. She was so effective in
this that gay Tories in London adopted
the euphemism “Friends of Doreen” to
describe themselves.

Val Biro
Peggy Bazlinton,
former teacher at
Whitedown Special
School, Alton,
writes: Your splen-
did picture of Val
Biro (obituary, Aug
4), author of the
Gumdrop picture

book series, in his 1926 Austin Clifton
reminded me of a memorable day when
he visited our school. One of our pupils
had great difficulty in expressing him-
self at all. However, after the visit the
class staff team was stunned when for
the first time he drew a recognisable
object — Mr Biro’s car with big head-
lights and mirrors. We were so grateful
to Mr Biro for making such a significant
day for at least one pupil and a reward-
ing one for the staff.

Lives remembered

If you would like to add a personal view or
recollection to a published obituary, you

can send your contribution by post to Times
Obituaries, 1 London Bridge Street, London SE1
9GF, or by email to tributes@thetimes.co.uk
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Raymond Berthillon
Founder and patriarch of a celebrated Parisian ice-cream parlour who still insisted on shutting up shop each summer

Berthillon, pictured centre with his son-in-law, daughter and granddaughter, rose daily at 4.30am and
often worked through the night. Customers included Bill Clinton, below on a visit in 1999

A French baker, Raymond Berthillon
founded Maison Berthillon, a much-
fêtedParisian ice-creamshopon the Île
Saint-Louis, known for its astonishing
flavours and enormous queues. Over
thedecadeshe transformed theparlour
from a local secret frequented by
schoolchildren into an institution
visited by tourists from all over the
globe, one that featured in every food
critic’s recommendations. “Berthillon
is to ice cream what Château Lafite
Rothschild is to wine,” claimed one re-
viewer.

Berthillon was known for a strict
work ethic and sharp eye for detail. He
insisted that each ice cream or sorbet,
whether tasting of Earl Grey, pine-
apple, foie gras or simply vanilla, was
handmade in a back room of his shop.
Only natural ingredients were used:
egg yolks, fresh cream and milk
pasteurised on the spot.

Until his mid-80s he would still
personally inspect the ripeness of Sicil-
ian mandarins used for his sorbets.
However, he said he detested money,
refused to produce accounts and still
closed down the parlour during the
summer months.
Among his 19

staff were three
generations of his
family. His only
child, Marie-José,
runs the shop with
her daughterMuri-
el, whose husband
Bernand, a trained
cook, is in charge of
ice-cream produc-
tion. Muriel also
serves hand-made
petits gâteaux in the
tea room. The birth
of Berthillon’s great-
granddaughter, Al-
exandra, in 2000,
wasmarkedbyanew
ice, flavoured with
blood-peaches and
champagne. Ber-
thillon’s wife, Aimée

Jeanne, was an en-
thusiastic seller of
ice-cream cornets
until her death.
It was thanks to

Aimée Jeanne’s
mother that Berthill-
on first discovered
his gift for inventing
ice-cream flavours.
In 1954 he took over
her café-hotel, Le

Bourgogne at 31 rue Saint-Louis-
en-l’Île, after her husband died. Quick-
ly tiring of serving wine and coffees,
Berthillonbegan to experimentwith an
ice-creammaker. Soonhewasenjoying
a brisk trade in vanilla that was boosted
by pupils from the three schools on the
Île Saint-Louis. Later hewould say they
were hismost demanding clients; some
still visit with their grandchildren.
After the shop was featured in a

guidebook to Paris in 1961 Berthillon’s

success was assured. The French res-
taurant critics Henri Gault and Christ-
ian Millau described an “astonishing
ice-cream maker hidden away in a
bistrot on the Île Saint-Louis”. Berthill-
on’s ices now sell in 140 outlets and his
parlour produces 1,000 litres of ice
cream daily.
Raymond Berthillon was born in

1923 in the Yonne department in Bur-
gundy. His parents ran a bakery, which
he joined after school. In 1949 he came

toParis, running abakery thereuntil he
acquired his mother-in-law’s café.
From the start, he took ice-cream
making seriously, rising at dawn to buy
fresh cream at the nearby Les Halles
market. He also decided to try his hand
at making sorbet, which he referred to
as “the sherbert of sultans”. His
experiments were not universally
appreciated — his wife scolded him
roundly the day he brought copious
amounts of wild strawberries home.
However, the resulting creation was an
early bestseller.
He led regular family tastings of new

flavours— they rejected, for instance, a
possible elderflower sorbet as dull —
but said the final judge was always the
customer. Kiwi was unpopular, pink
grapefruit a great success. He was criti-
cal of modern consumers who strug-
gled with the idea that the 70 flavours
on hismenu changed to reflect season-
al fruit. “They no longer respect the

rhythm of the seasons,” he remarked.
Berthillon’s firm favourite was his

first: plain vanilla. “The talent of the
makerof icecreamwill beclear fromhis
vanilla ices,” he explained, “for they
must have a flavour which is both
balanced and strong.”
He encouraged his family to rise

early for work — 4.30am starts were a
habit he developed during his baking
days. Even in his final year he might be
spotted in themiddleof thenighton the
ice-cream making floor. To celebrate
the 90th birthday of “Papy Raymond”
— as he became known in the parlour
— his children created a vanilla ice
cream with white chocolate and slices
of peeled orange.

Raymond Berthillon, ice-cream maker,
was born on December 9, 1923. He died
on August 9, 2014, aged 90

Cristina Deutekom
Statuesque soprano known as ‘the Dutch Nightingale’ for her range of trills and ability to play wildly emotional heroines
CristinaDeutekomwas a true dramatic
coloratura soprano, blessed with a
voice that could stretch to a staggering-
ly wide range of trills and leaps and an
upper register of seemingly unlimited
power. On stage she was a regal, statu-
esque figure, adept at playing wildly
emotional heroines in sharp contrast to
her offstage personality — warm,
motherly, and unfailingly cheerful.
She was born Stientje Engel to an

Amsterdam family possessing no
formalmusical background. Her father
worked in a sugar factory, but both he
and his wife were amateur choral
singers. Deutekom began participating
in children’s productions at the age of
five, and as a teenager performed in a
cabaret group.
She then worked with an operetta

company, but it was not until 1963 —
when she was already over 30 — that
she was engaged for Amsterdam’s
Dutch National Opera.
Amongher roles therewasher future

“calling card,” Mozart’s stratospheric
Queen of Night in Die Zauberflöte.
When she travelled to Barcelona two
years later to sing Marianne (a vocally
tricky supporting role) in Der Rosen-
kavalier, her warm-up was one of the
Queen of Night’s arias. It was heard by
the production’s leading lady, Elisabeth
Schwarzkopf (obituary, August 4,
2006), who realised instantly that this

astonishing voice deserved inter-
national recognition. Schwarzkopf
brought Deutekom to her ownmanag-
er’s attention, and shortly thereafter
her career skyrocketed. The Queen of
Night opened many doors: there were
debuts in that role with more than ten
major companies from London
(Covent Garden) to Vienna, Munich,
Stuttgart and the Metropolitan Opera.
However, as with many singers,

balancing family and career was a
challenge for Deutekom. Her career
had only begun to take wing when her
daughter Irma was aged 11.
During her Met debut engagement

she called Irma at home inAmsterdam.
The soprano’s longtime vocal coach,
Bruce Burroughs, recalled that after
Irma cried on the phone that she
missed her mother, Deutekom called a
Met staffer, Marianne Flettner. “She
said, ‘I’m going home, I have to take
care of my little girl.’ Marianne replied,
‘You stay where you are. You have to
sing — you can’t walk out on the
Metropolitan Opera!’ ” Flettner then
went to Deutekom’s hotel. “She sat

there, patted Cristina’s hand, said that
Irmawould live through this, andmade
clear that it would be a terrible guilt trip
if she grew up knowing that she had
ruined her mother’s career. Cristina
stayed and sang the broadcast quite
wonderfully.”
Deutekom had a lifelong love affair

with the Italian public after appearing
in Venice in Così fan tutte in 1968. She
even changed her name to “Cristina”
— her manager believed that Italians
would find “Stientje” impossible to
pronounce. In Venice, where she was
hailed as “L’usignolo d’Olanda” (The
Dutch Nightingale), she scored a
monumental triumph singingRossini’s
fearsomely difficult Armida. She spent
much of the 1970s appearing in Rome,
Parma, Florence and Trieste, as well as
France, Spain, Austria, Germany, and
South America.
She also returned to the Met as

Donna Anna in Don Giovanni and
Elena in I vespri siciliani. In 1979 she
and the great tenor Carlo Bergonzi
(obituary, July28, 2014) sangmagnif-
icently in I Lombardi, a San Diego
Opera production that has achieved
legendary status.
Deutekom was known for

approaching all her roles with
tremendous discipline; Bur-
roughs considered her
commitment “the greatest

of any artist I ever worked with. She’d
say ‘Brucie, I didmyhomework!’ She al-
ways came ready and ‘off book’ — I
never had to sit there and pound notes

for her.” Deutekom confidently took on
rarely performed repertoire. In 1986,
when heart problems forced her to end
her stage career, she did so in Bilbao
with a little-heard work, Jesús Guridi’s
Amaya. She devoted her time to giving
masterclasses but returned to public
performing at the age of 65 for a gala at
the Amsterdam Concertgebouw.
She married a former boxer Jacob
(Jaap) Deutekom in 1952, and he
travelled everywhere with her as
her fame increased. Flettner
recalled, “Cristina said to Jacob, ‘If
you don’t travel with me, I won’t
have the career — I don’t want to
be alone all the time.’ ” Jaap surviv-
es his wife, as does their daughter
Irma, who became an actress.
Deutekom remained one of the

few Dutch opera singers of world
stature. “She didn’t have a voice
that by nature was warm,”

Burroughs said, “but she sang Verdi,
Bellini, Donizetti, and Rossini with
great warmth. For a non-Italian,
she had an extraordinary grasp . . .
She simply understood everything
required of her to sing themusic that
she sang.”

Cristina Deutekom, soprano, was
born on August 28, 1931. She died
after a fall at her home on August
7, 2014, aged 82

He said his most
demanding customers
were schoolchildren

SIPA PRESS/REX

‘You have to sing — you
can’t walk out on the
Metropolitan Opera’
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Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15
Neighbourhood Blues 10.00 Homes
Under the Hammer 11.00 Animal
Saints and Sinners 11.45 Real Lives
Reunited 12.15pm Bargain Hunt
1.00 BBC News; Weather 1.30
BBC Regional News; Weather
1.45 Doctors 2.15 Perfection 3.00
Escape to the Country 3.30 The
Hairy Bikers’ Bakeation 4.30 Flog It!
5.15 Pointless 6.00 BBC News 6.30
BBC Regional News Programmes
7.00 The One Show 7.30 A
Question of Sport 8.00 EastEnders
8.30 Scrappers 9.00 Boomers 9.30
Outnumbered 10.00 BBC News
10.25 BBC Regional News; Weather
10.35 Room 101 11.05 Would I Lie
to You? The Unseen Bits 11.35
EastEnders 1.35am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.15am Homes Under the Hammer
7.15 Sign Zone 9.00 Live Athletics:
European Championships. Action
from day four from Zurich 11.45
FILM: The Gumball Rally (1976)
Comedy starring Michael Sarrazin
1.30pm Breakaway 2.15 Cash in
the Attic 3.00 Live Equestrian:
The FEI Global Champions Tour
5.00 Great Continental Railway
Journeys 5.30 Live Athletics:
European Championships. Further
coverage of day four from Zurich
9.00 The Great British Bake Off:
An Extra Slice 9.30 Sweets Made
Simple 10.00 Edinburgh Nights with
Sue Perkins 10.30 Newsnight 11.05
FILM: The English Patient (1996)
Oscar-winning romantic drama with
Ralph Fiennes and Kristin Scott
Thomas 1.40am-2.40 Sign Zone:
The Fifteen Billion Pound Railway

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
The Chase 1.30 ITV News; Weather
2.00 Judge Rinder 3.00 Secret
Dealers 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00
The 21st Question. Quiz show 6.00
Regional News 6.30 ITV News;
Weather 7.00 Emmerdale 7.30
Coronation Street 8.00 The Dales
8.30 Coronation Street 9.00 Doc
Martin 10.00 ITV News at Ten and
Weather 10.30 Regional News
10.40 FILM: Dog Day Afternoon
(1975) Fact-based drama starring
Al Pacino 12.55am Jackpot247
3.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA
3.40-6.00 ITV Nightscreen

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun 7.35 The King of
Queens 8.00 Everybody Loves
Raymond 9.00 Frasier 10.00 The
Big Bang Theory. Double bill 11.00
Come Dine with Me. Double bill
12.00 Channel 4 News Summary

12.05pm Come Dine with Me 1.40
Four in a Bed 2.40 Countdown
3.30 Deal or No Deal 4.30 Win It
Cook It 5.00 Couples Come Dine
with Me 6.00 The Simpsons 6.30
Hollyoaks 7.00 Channel 4 News
8.00 The Million Pound Drop.
Teachers from Educating Yorkshire
play for charity 9.00 The Singer
Takes It All 10.00 The Last Leg.
With the actress Carrie Fisher 10.50
Virtually Famous 11.40 FILM: Date
Night (2010) Comedy starring Tina
Fey and Steve Carell 1.10am Derek
1.35 The Inbetweeners USA 2.00
Desperate Housewives 2.45
Revenge 3.25 The Hoarder Next
Door 4.20 Phil Spencer: Secret
Agent 5.15-6.00 Deal or No Deal

Sky1
6.00am Dog Patrol 6.30 London
Ambulance 7.00 Dog Patrol 8.00
Futurama. Four shows 10.00 David
Attenborough’s Natural History
Museum Alive 11.30 Micro Monsters
with David Attenborough 12.00
Sinbad 2.00pm Modern Family 3.00
The Simpsons 4.00 Futurama 5.00
The Simpsons 5.30 Futurama 6.30
The Simpsons 8.00 Got to Dance
9.00 An Idiot Abroad 2 10.00 A
Touch of Cloth III: Too Cloth for
Comfort. John Hannah returns in
another spoof thriller 12.00 NCIS:
Los Angeles 2.00am Brit Cops:
Law & Disorder 3.00 Brit Cops:
Rapid Response 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News 8.30
World Business Report 8.45 BBC
World News 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00
BBC World News 10.30 World
Business Report 10.45 Sport Today
11.00 BBC World News 12.00 GMT
1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 Talking
Business with Linda Yueh 4.00
World Have Your Say 5.00 BBC
World News 5.40 Africa Business
Report 6.00 BBC World News
6.30 Focus on Africa 7.00 World
News Today with Zeinab Badawi
7.40 Africa Business Report 8.00
BBC World News 8.30 HARDtalk
9.00 Business Edition with Tanya
Beckett 9.30 Football Focus
10.00 BBC World News America
11.00 BBC World News 11.30
Newsnight 1.00am BBC World
News 1.10 UK Reporters 1.30 Talking
Business with Linda Yueh 2.00 BBC
World News 2.30 The Old Plane
And The Sea 3.00 BBC World News
3.10 Scotland’s Smoking Gun 4.00
BBC World News 4.30 The Travel
Show 5.00 BBC World News
5.30-6.00 Next Billionaires

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Football Gold 10.00
Premier League Years 12.00 SPFL
Round-Up 12.30pm One2Eleven:
Rio Ferdinand and Noel Gallagher
12.45 Barclays Premier League
Legends 1.15 Football Gold 5.15
Viewers Vote: Game of the Season
6.30 The Fantasy Football Club
7.30 Live First Utility Super League:
Warrington Wolves v Castleford
Tigers (Kick-off 8.00). At the
Halliwell Jones Stadium 10.15 The
Fantasy Football Club 11.15 Viewers
Vote: Game of the Season 12.30am
Barclays Premier League Preview
1.00 First Utility Super League 2.00
Barclays Premier League Legends
2.30 Premier League Years 4.30
Viewers Vote: Game of the Season
5.30-6.00 Premier League 100 Club

Sky Sports 2
6.00am England’s Best Ashes Days
7.00 Sporting Heroes: Peter Reid
Interviews Allan Lamb 8.00
First Utility Super League 9.00
Ringside 10.00 Live Test Cricket:
England v India. All the action from
day one of the fifth Test, held at the
Oval 7.00pm Live Top 14 Rugby
Union: Bayonne v Toulon (Kick-off
7.45). Coverage from the Stade
Jean Dauger 10.00 Test Cricket.
Highlights 11.00 Test Cricket: The
Verdict 12.00 WWE: Late Night
— Smackdown 2.00am WWE: Late
Night: Bottom Line 3.00 WWE: NXT
4.00 Ashes Modern Classics
4.30 Sporting Greats 5.00-6.00
England’s Best Ashes Days

Sky Sports 3
6.00am Sporting Rivalries 6.30 Surf
Unleashed 7.00 IRB Rugby World
Sevens Highlights 8.00 ATP Masters
Tennis 9.00 Barclays Premier
League World 9.30 Sporting
Rivalries 10.00 IRB Rugby World
Sevens Highlights 11.00 Racing
News 11.30 ATP Tour Uncovered
12.00 ATP Masters Tennis 1.00pm
WWE: Raw 3.00 ATP Masters
Tennis 4.00 Live ATP Masters
Tennis: The Cincinnati Masters
10.00 Tight Lines 11.00 IRB Rugby
World Sevens Highlights 12.00
Live ATP Masters Tennis: The
Cincinnati Masters 2.00am Sporting
Rivalries 2.30 Tight Lines 3.30 IRB
Rugby World Sevens Highlights
4.30-6.00 Sporting Rivalries

British Eurosport
7.30am Athletics European
Championships 8.00 Live Athletics
European Championships. Day four
from Zurich 12.00 Cycling 1.00pm
Speedway 2.45 Triathlon 3.45
Athletics European Championships
4.45 Live Athletics European
Championships. Coverage of the
evening session 9.15 Cycling 11.15
Strongest Man 12.15am-12.30 Watts

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer for the
Day 5.45 Farming Today 5.58 Tweet
of the Day (r) 6.00 Today 9.00
Desert Island Discs (r) 9.45 (LW)
Act of Worship 9.45 Book of the
Week 10.00 Woman’s Hour
10.25-7.00pm (LW) Live Test Match
Special 11.00 A Family Without a
Child 11.30 My Teenage Diary (r)
12.00 News 12.01pm (LW) Shipping
12.04 Home Front 12.15 You and
Yours 1.00 The World at One 1.45
Plants: From Roots to Riches 2.00
The Archers (r) 2.15 Afternoon
Drama: Brief Lives 3.00 Gardeners’
Question Time 3.45 If I Only Had
4.00 Last Word 4.30 More or Less
4.55 The Listening Project 5.00 PM
5.54 (LW) Shipping 6.00 News 6.30
The Brig Society 7.00 The Archers
7.15 Front Row 7.45 To the
Lighthouse (r) 8.00 Any Questions?
8.50 A Point of View 9.00 Home
Front 10.00 The World Tonight
10.45 Book at Bedtime 11.00
Summer Nights 11.55 The Listening
Project 12.30am Book of the Week
(r) 12.48 Shipping 1.00 As BBC
World Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06
HARDtalk 9.30 Science in Action
10.00 World Update 11.00 News
11.06 Outside Source 12.00 News
12.06pm The 5th Floor 1.00
Newshour 2.00 Newshour 3.00
News 3.06 Tech Tent 3.30 World
Football 4.00 The Newsroom 4.30
Sport Today 5.00 The Newsroom
5.30 World Business Report 6.00
World Have Your Say 7.00 The
Newsroom 7.30 The Why Factor
7.50 More or Less 8.00 News 8.06
HARDtalk 8.30 World Business
Report 8.50 From Our Own
Correspondent 9.00 Newshour. The
stories behind the latest headlines
10.00 News 10.06 The 5th Floor.
Global news 11.00 News 11.06 The
Newsroom 11.30 World Business
Report 12.00 The Newsroom
12.20am Sports News 12.30 World
Football 1.00 News 1.06 Business
Matters 2.00 News 2.06 The 5th
Floor 3.00 News 3.06 The
Newsroom 3.30 Heart and Soul
4.00 The Newsroom 4.20 Sports
News 4.30-5.00 Boston Calling

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 11.00 Edinburgh
International Festival 2014. The
Hebrides Ensemble is joined by the
actor Graham F. Valentine to
perform Stravinsky’s The Soldier’s
Tale alongside Schoenberg’s
Verklärte Nacht, in a concert
recorded last Saturday 1.00pm
News 1.02 Radio 3 Lunchtime
Concert. Schwetzingen Festival
highlights, featuring Debussy,
Schumann and German lieder
2.00 Afternoon on 3. Mark Elder
conducts the Hallé in Berlioz, Elgar,
Beethoven and Helen Grime 4.30
In Tune. Music and arts news 6.30
Composer of the Week: Ralph
Vaughan Williams (r) 7.30 Live
BBC Proms 2014. Markus Stenz
conducts the BBCSSO in Rameau,
Mozart’s First Symphony and
Strauss’s Ein Heldenleben 10.15
Anything But Banal: The Fascination
of the Villain. Paul Allen and guests
explore the allure of evil (r) 11.00
World on 3. A live session by the
folk singer and fiddler Nancy Kerr
1.00am-7.00 Through the Night

Births, Marriages and Deaths the times.co.uk/announcements
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Games

Tips for Intermediates

11 - Eight-card Major Fits –
The Holy Grail of Bridge

If you know your partnership
have eight cards in a major suit
[majors over minors because game
is easier – 4♥, 4♠ v 5♣, 5♦], then
that suit should be trumps.
Further, as soon as you know you
have an eight-card major fit, you
must tell partner the good news.

Hearing partner open 1♠ and
holding a hand such as:

I see many
players respond 2♥. They say they
want to tell partner about their
hearts. I say, “Why?”

At its most basic level, there are
two goals to partnership bidding.
Phase (1): Finding the trump suit.
Then Phase (2): Deciding how high
to bid in that trump suit. (1) comes
before (2). If you respond 2♥ to 1♠,
partner thinks you’re still in Phase
(1) [trying to find a fit] whereas you
know you’re in Phase (2).

“You say tomayto, I say tomahto”.
You should simply decide on the

number of spades to bid in support
of partner and make that bid.
Absent any fancy conventions such
as the Jacoby 2NT, the correct
number of spades to bid is 4♠: after
all – you’d expect to make game
facing most opening hands. Partner
will probably pass, but you’ve said
you think the partnership can make
4♠ facing a minimum, so if partner
has a really good, shapely opener,
he can try for slam...

Declarer won ♦Q lead with ♦K
and, keen to avoid the club finesse,
started on hearts. He crossed to
♥AK, throwing ♣4 and ruffed ♥2
(with ♠7). Both followed – no ♥Q
appearing – and he now led ♠K.

East won ♠A (ducking works no
better) and switched to ♣J.
Knowing (by playing hearts early)
that he could set up a long heart,
declarer rose with ♣A, spurning
the finesse. He crossed to ♠Q
(drawing the last trump), ruffed
♥6, cashed ♦A, ruffed ♦4 and tri-
umphantly led the established ♥J,
throwing ♣Q. 12 tricks and slam
made. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6♠ , Opening Lead: ♦Q

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

1♠ Pass 4♠(1) Pass
4NT(2) Pass 5♦(3) Pass
6♠ end

(1) Not 2♥. As to whether to bid 3♠ or
4♠, I like 4♠ with two doubletons and all
the honours in the two long suits.
(2) A good hand has become a great one after
hearing partner has four-card spade support
[I doubt they’d get to slam after 1♠-2♥-
3♠...]. 4NT is the Blackwood convention
asking partner how many aces they hold (to
check there are not two aces missing).
(3) One ace.

S W N E

♠K982
♥AKQ96
♦82
♣32

N
W E

S

♠A10
♥Q1087
♦8532
♣J106

♠Q432
♥AKJ62
♦96
♣52

♠KJ9875
♥3
♦AK4
♣AQ4

♠6
♥954
♦QJ107
♣K9873

________
ákD D D 4]
àD DpD D ]
ßPDn1 0 D]
ÞD g D D ]
Ý D DQDpD]
ÜD $ D D ]
Û )PD DPG]
Ú$ D D DK]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Winning Move

White to play. This position is from Guer-
rero-J.Polgar, Tromso Olympiad 2014.
White is threatened with mate on h2. In
the game he failed to find the correct
defence and played a move that lost beau-
tifully. Can you work out what he played
and why it lost and also find the correct,
winning defence?

Lion’s den

When competing in a high level
event such as the Olympiad it is
vital to be aware of the latest
theory, especially if you are in-
volved in sharp lines such as the
King’s Indian Defence. In the
following game from Tromso, the
black player was clearly lacking
information on the trenchant
variation which appeared on the
board.

White: Boris Gelfand
Black: Farrukh Amonatov
Tromso Olympiad 2014
King’s Indian Defence

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 g6 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4
d6 5 Nf3 0-0 6 Be2 e5 7 0-0 exd4
8 Nxd4 Re8 9 f3 c6 10 Kh1 Nh5

Tempting fate, since White can
drive the knight back with gain of
time.
11 g4 Nf6 12 Bf4 h5

Although he has lost two
moves Black hopes to exploit the
looseness around White’s king
caused by the advance of his g-
pawn.
________

árhb1rDkD]
à0pD Dpg ]
ß Dp0 hpD]
ÞD D D Dp]
Ý DPHPGPD]
ÜD H DPD ]
ÛP) DBD )]
Ú$ DQDRDK]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

13 Nf5
The biter bit! Black was evi-

dently oblivious to the game

Kasimdzhanov-Topalov, Zug 2013.
13 ... gxf5 14 gxf5 d5 15 cxd5 cxd5
16 Rg1

This improves on 16 e5 which
was seen in Kasimdzhanov-Top-
alov – a game which ended in a
draw. The text is natural and
strong, lining up White’s rook
directly against the black king.
16 ... Kh8

If 16 ... dxe4 17 Nxe4 Qxd1 18
Nxf6+ Kh8 19 Raxd1 Bxf6 20 Rd6
Nd7 (20 ... Bg7 21 f6 Bf8 22 Rd5
wins) 21 Bb5 is overwhelming.

________
árhb1rD i]
à0pD Dpg ]
ß D D h D]
ÞD DpDPDp]
Ý D DPG D]
ÜD H DPD ]
ÛP) DBD )]
Ú$ DQD $K]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

17 Rxg7
A further beautiful sacrifice to

annihilate the defences around
the black king.
17 ... Kxg7 18 Qg1+ Kh8 19 Bg5

Black is now executed by the
white pin.
19 ... Bxf5 20 Nxd5 Nbd7 21 Rd1
Rg8 22 Nxf6 Rxg5 23 Qxg5 Qxf6
24 Qxh5+ Kg7 25 exf5 Nb6 26
Qg4+ Kf8 27 Qb4+ Qe7 28 Qc3
f6 29 Rg1 Rc8 30 Qd2 Black
resigns

Olympiad games can be followed
in real time via the 2seeitlive link on
the header of The Times twitter feed
@times_chess. For regular updates
direct to your twitter account just
click on the “follow” button.

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Ombre a. South American hat b. With blending colours
c. A jack-the-lad
Mole a. Milled grain b. A rough fabric
c. An amount
Causerie a. A gossip or chat b. Laying of blame
c. A clique

Across
1 Mariner (6)
4 Trim by cutting (4)
8 Widespread disease (8)
9 French for father (4)
11 Group; hard (3)
12 Timid; shaking (9)
13 Military engineer (6)
15 Spike of small flowers (6)

18 Finish, end (9)
19 By way of (3)
20 Couple (4)
21 US pianist entertainer (8)
22 Fruit (4)
23 Smelling unpleasant (6)

Down
1 Move; garment (5)
2 At the point of death (2,8)
3 — Cromwell (6)
5 (Of barometer) using an
evacuated vessel (7)

6 Betting odds (5)
7 Population count (6)
10 Something added (10)
14 Suite (7)
16 (Of a film) indecent (1-5)
17 Type of cotton cloth (6)
18 Additional amount (3-2)
19 Item of food (5)

Solution to Crossword 6479

T2 CROSSWORD No 6480

1 2 3 654

7

8 9

10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17

18 19

20 21

22 23

I N S T R U C T C H A P
M I N U A P
P B L A D E R U N N E R
O B O E E N V R
S G R I A C
T E A C U P N O S H U P
O R R A G A A
R E T A K E C H A N C Y

X R P I D C
M C A R B E T H

T O T A L R E C A L L E
O D E L O C

B R I E D I E S T O C K

Times Quick Crossword No 6480

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of four or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
12 words, average;
17, good; 22, very good;
27, excellent

Yesterday’s answers
ceil, celt, clef, cleft, elicit,
felicity, felt, felty, fictile, file,
filet, flit, left, lefty, licit, lief, life,
lift, lite, lytic, telic, tile

Word Watching answers

Ombre (b) Ultimately from Latin umbra.
Mole (c) The basic SI unit of amount of substance.
Causerie (a) From French causer, to chat.

Winning Move solution

Solution:Whiteplayed1g3?losingtotheneatcombination1...
Rxh2+!2Kxh2Qd2+3Kh1(3Qg2Qh6+)3...Qh6+4Kg2Qh3
mate.Instead1Rh3!winsforWhitesince1...gxh3ismetby2Bxd6.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6745 Fiendish

8 7 2 5
2 3 1 7

7 1 3 9
5 8 2

6
9 6 5 3
3 4 9

8 2 9
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3861 Deadly 55min

20 29 9 11 30

14

25 11 20 20

22 7

17 19

18 25 9

8 7 16 22

22 24

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2164

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

O

O

L

L

V

V

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

22 2 19 6 6 10 2 3 4 19 9

2 23 25 5 16 17 20 5 23

3 19 18 16 9 16 26 16 3

19 1 24 4 25 3 26 1 9

9 16 2 22 1 10 3 3 18

10 15 5 19 8 11 18

25 19 15 16 3 23 5 23 3 8 5 22

2 19 9 23 14 14 4

2 22 5 23 1 1 4 19 9

20 1 21 3 25 21 1 26 23

16 22 1 3 3 13 22 1 5

8 23 19 10 5 10 1 4 12

7 23 5 10 26 26 22 20 5 8 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sudoku, Killer and Codeword solutions
9 8 2 7 1 3 6 4 5
1 4 6 8 2 5 3 9 7
3 7 5 6 4 9 8 1 2
7 6 1 2 3 8 4 5 9
4 2 8 5 9 7 1 3 6
5 3 9 1 6 4 2 7 8
2 1 3 9 5 6 7 8 4
6 5 7 4 8 1 9 2 3
8 9 4 3 7 2 5 6 1

2 4 3 8 7 6 1 5 9
8 5 9 4 1 2 6 7 3
6 7 1 3 5 9 2 4 8
1 8 6 5 4 3 9 2 7
3 2 4 6 9 7 5 8 1
5 9 7 2 8 1 4 3 6
4 3 8 1 6 5 7 9 2
7 6 5 9 2 8 3 1 4
9 1 2 7 3 4 8 6 5

B I K I N I O B T A I N
A N U R C U
Z O O M I S Q U O T E D
A W B P T I
A X I S P H E A S A N T
R N T E L V Y

G U E R R I L L A
W L E I Y I A
H A Y S T A C K F L E D
I O A A A J
N I G H T C L U B B O O
E O A L L I
D O D D L E D E M E A N

No 6741 No 3859 No 2163Solution right
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Salisbury
Going: good to firm

2.20 (6f 212yd) 1, Sister Of Mercy (James
Doyle, 8-11 fav); 2, Who'sthedude (10-1);
3, Cape Xenia (11-2). 11 ran. NR: Artesana.
Nk, 3Nl. R Charlton.
2.50 (6f 212yd) 1, Taghreeb (Dane O'Neill, 4-1);
2, Persian Bolt (10-1); 3, Moonvoy (8-13 fav).
6 ran. NR: New Identity, Rome, Unbridled Joy.
Ns, sh hd. B Meehan.
3.25 (1m 4f) 1, Sleeper (Andrea Atzeni, 7-2);
2, Mystery Drama (5-1); 3, Opera Fan (9-4).
Cosette (4th) 2-1 fav. 5 ran. NR: Jammy
Moment, Pink Diamond, What A Scorcher.
Nk, 1Kl. R Beckett.
4.00 (1m) 1, Captain Cat (James Doyle, 11-2);
2, Producer (4-1); 3, Rerouted (14-1). Yuften
(4th) 6-4 fav. 7 ran. NR: Cordite, Fire
Ship, Master Carpenter, Tawhid. 2Kl, 2Nl.
R Charlton.
4.35 (6f) 1,Spiraea (G Lee, 11-2); 2, Shilla (8-1);
3, Lucky Di (10-1). Ada Lovelace 9-4 fav. 10 ran.
Nk, 2l. M Rimell.

5.05 (1m6f 21yd) 1, Taws (AndreaAtzeni, 9-2);
2, Statsminister (10-1); 3, Sebastian Beach
(11-4 fav). 7 ran. 1l, 3Nl. B R Millman.
Placepot: £898.50. Quadpot: £150.60.

Newmarket
Going: good to soft
2.10 (6f) 1, Luna Moon (R L Moore, 9-4 fav);
2, Cockney Island (8-1); 3, Maybe Now Baby
(33-1). 11 ran. NR: Mullion Cove. Nk, 1l.
J Noseda.
2.40 (1m 2f) 1, Donny Rover (A Mullen, 11-2);
2, Raven Ridge (6-4 fav); 3, Excellent Puck
(100-30). 6 ran. NR: Gworn, Ian’s Memory, Le
Deluge. 1Nl, Kl. M Appleby.
3.15 (7f) 1, Kakatosi (SWKelly, 14-1);
2,Oblitereight (7-1); 3,GreatExpectations (33-1).
10 ran. NR: Global Leader. 1l, Ol. M Murphy.
3.50 (1m 2f) 1, Long Cross (W Buick, 4-7 fav);
2, Soviet Courage (7-1); 3, Freemason (4-1).
9 ran. Ol, 11l. J Gosden.
4.25 (7f) 1, Glorious Empire (G Baker, 5-6 fav);
2, Crowdmania (11-2); 3, Captain Bob (4-1).
4 ran. NR: Nezar, Outback Traveller. 1l, 1Nl.
Ed Walker.

4.55 (1m) 1, Green Zone (Hayley Turner, 10-1);
2, Zain Empire (15-8 fav); 3, Bombardment
(100-30). 6 ran. Ol, 2Kl. N Tinkler.
5.25 (5f) 1, Secret Missile (D C Costello, 13-2);
2, TouchTheClouds (16-1); 3, Apricot Sky (2-1).
RandomSuccess (6th) 6-4 fav. 6 ran. NR: Angel
Way, Jiroft, Royal Birth, Stone Of Folca.
1Nl, 2Kl. W Muir.
Placepot: £89.70. Quadpot: £57.00.

Beverley
Going: good

2.30 (1m4f) 1,MoonOver Rio (A Elliott, 9-1); 2,
Different Scenario (33-1); 3, Impeccability (3-1
jt-fav). Mazij (4th) 3-1 jt-fav. 8 ran. NR:
Valentine’s Gift. Hd, ns. B Haslam.
3.00 (5f) 1, Youcouldntmakeitup (D Allan,
14-1); 2,BeauEile (6-1); 3, Escrick (7-2).Brindle
(4th) Evens fav. 9 ran. NR: EuroMac,MyGirl Jo.
Hd, 3Kl. T Easterby.
3.35 (5f) 1, Margrets Gift (D Allan, 7-1); 2,
Thornaby Princess (10-1); 3, Madagascar Moll
(12-1). Mayfield Girl 11-4 fav. 12 ran. NR: Busy
Bimbo, Mey Blossom. 2Nl, nk. T Easterby.

4.10 (2m) 1, Spice Fair (L P Keniry, 12-1); 2, Be
Perfect (8-1); 3,Kirkman(9-4).EnchantedGarden
(6th) 2-1 fav. 8 ran. NR: Chant. 2l, 10l. M Usher.
4.45 (7f ) 1,AbbeyAngel (THamilton, 2-1 fav); 2,
Playboy Bay (16-1); 3, Fazenda’s Girl (33-1). 11
ran.NR:NorthBayLady,Offshore. 2l, 1l. R Fahey.
5.15 (1m) 1, Strictly Glitz (Joe Doyle, 13-8 fav);
2, Daisy Boy (11-4); 3, White Rose Runner
(16-1). 7 ran. 3Kl, 2Kl. J Quinn.
5.50 (1m) 1, Think (Mr H A A Bannister, 16-1);
2, William Hogarth (5-1); 3, Tanawar (4-1
jt-fav). Violent Velocity 4-1 jt-fav. 11 ran. NR:
Al Furat, Very First Blade. Ol, hd. C Mulhall.
Jackpot: not won (pool of £25,694.22 carried
forward to Newbury today).
Placepot: £247.80. Quadpot: £45.90.

Fontwell Park
Going: good to firm (good in places, watered)

5.10 (2m 2f 110yd) 1,MyDirection (A PMcCoy,
5-6 fav); 2, Uriah Heep (11-4); 3, Norfolk Sky
(9-2). 5 ran. 11l, 11l. J P Ferguson.
5.40 (2m 2f) 1, Hollow Penny (R Johnson, 13-8

fav); 2, Giant O Murchu (14-1); 3, Sublime
Talent (6-1). 6 ran. NR: Julie Prince, Osorios
Trial. 7l, 9l. A King.
6.10 (2m6f110yd)1,BartonStacey (APMcCoy,
11-2); 2, Halling’s Wish (14-1); 3, The Kings
Assassin (11-2). Bangkok Pete (4th) 4-1 fav. 10
ran. NR: Rockmount River. 5l, Kl. D Pipe.
6.40 (2m 2f 110yd) 1, Osgood (Mr G Gorman,
10-1); 2, Lysino (4-6 fav); 3, Border Station
(10-1). 9 ran. NR: Eddy. Ol, Kl. G L Moore.
7.10 (2m6f) 1, Johnnys Legacy (Peter Carberry,
11-4 jt-fav); 2, Finish The Story (9-2); 3, Nether
Stream (8-1). Church Bray (4th) 11-4 jt-fav. 7
ran. Sh hd, 10l. C R Dore.
7.40 (2m4f) 1, Jewellery (DFO’Regan, 9-4 fav);
2, Stay In My Heart (10-1); 3, Solitairy Girl
(14-1). 10 ran. 5l, 7l. V R A Dartnall.
8.10 (1m 6f) 1,Uptendownone (J EMoore, 11-4
fav); 2,Saver (8-1); 3,HearTheChimes(8-1). 14
ran. Kl, 1l. G L Moore.
Placepot: £72.50. Quadpot: £13.70.

Chepstow
Going:soft(heavy inplaces inthehomestraight)
5.55 (1m 2f 36yd) 1, Aristocracy (Miss B
Hampson, 5-2 fav); 2, Urban Space (11-4); 3,

Belle Park (11-4). 9 ran. NR: Edgware Road. 1N,
Ol. M R Channon.
6.25 (1m 4f 32yd) 1, Madame Rouge (S De
Sousa, 10-1); 2, William Of Orange (6-4);
3, Ronnie Rockcake (5-6 fav). 5 ran. Kl, 21l.
P D Evans.
6.55 (1m 2f 36yd) 1, Loch Ma Naire (G Lee, 7-4
fav); 2, Koliakhova (7-1); 3, SealedWith A Kiss
(3-1). 6 ran.NR:Pandorica. 2Ol, 2l. EALDunlop.
7.25 (2m 49yd) 1, Deauville Dancer (Luke
Morris, Evens fav); 2,Nafaath (4-1); 3, BigTime
Billy (20-1). 6 ran. NR: Jezza, Rideonastar. Ol,
3Kl. Sir Mark Prescott.
7.55 (2m2f) 1,Medburn Cutler (SDeSousa, 2-1
fav); 2, Fuzzy Logic (11-4); 3, Scotsbrook Cloud
(6-1). 5 ran. NR: Experimentalist,
Hopeigetlucky. 4l, 2N. P Henderson.
8.25 (1m 4f 23yd) 1, Last Echo (S De Sousa,
11-4); 2, Captain Oats (12-1); 3, Acapulco Bay
(10-1). Master Dan (6th) 2-1 fav. 7 ran. NR:
Improvized. 5l, 7l. R M Beckett.
Placepot: £63.70.
Quadpot: £15.80.

Yesterday’s racing results

Newbury
Thunderer
2.20 Holland Park 4.30 Double Czech
2.50 Azrur 5.00 Taweyla
3.20 Epsom Hill 5.30 Wordismybond
3.55 Explosive Lady
Going: good to soft (good in places)
Draw: no advantage
Tote Jackpot meeting Racing UK

2.20 Maiden Stakes (2-Y-O: £4,528: 7f) (15)

1 (7) ACOLYTE R Charlton 9-5 S W Kelly
2 (1) ALBECQ P D Evans 9-5 S De Sousa
3 (9) ALKHAYYAM B Meehan 9-5 Dane O'Neill
4 (4) CONSTABLE BUCKLEY M Channon 9-5 S Hitchcott
5 (3) 3 ELM PARK 16 A Balding 9-5 D Probert
6 (12) FOXY BORIS P Cole 9-5 J Merrett (7)
7 (2) 3 HOLLAND PARK 48 (BF) R Hannon 9-5 R Hughes
8 (5) MANOLITO H Morrison 9-5 A Atzeni
9 (11) PADDYS RUNNER A King 9-5 W Twiston-Davies
10(14) 20 PENSAX BOY 26 I Williams 9-5 R Winston
11(10) PROPOSED R Hannon 9-5 P Dobbs
12(13) RIVER DART M Tregoning 9-5 B A Curtis
13 (6) 00 SOLDIER SAM 35 (E) R Hannon 9-5 S Levey
14(15) ST GEORGES ROCK Clive Cox 9-5 R Tate (3)
15 (8) 00 TITIAN LORD 13 C Hills 9-5 S Drowne

11-4 Holland Park, 5-1 Elm Park, 6-1 Pensax Boy, 15-2 Proposed, 10-1 Acolyte,
Alkhayyam, 11-1 St Georges Rock, 16-1 Albecq, River Dart, 20-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: Holland Park’s debut third at
Newmarkethasbeen frankedDangers:ElmPark,Manolito

2.50 Claiming Stakes (£2,587: 7f) (8)

1 (5) 02406 AZRUR 14 (D) D Brown 4-9-4 M M Monaghan (5)
2 (1) 06-04 CHELWOOD GATE 29 P Chamings 4-9-3 L Keniry
3 (3) 13500 HAGREE 51 (P,D) M Botti 3-9-3 M Harley
4 (6) 000-0 YAIR HILL 14 (D) G Deacon 6-8-13 T E Durcan
5 (2) -0004 LANGAVAT 13 R Hannon 3-8-12 R Hughes
6 (8) 60200 SOLO HUNTER 5 (B) P D Evans 3-8-12 D Probert
7 (7) -0200 DESERT SOCIETY 9 (B) R Hannon 3-8-7 S Levey
8 (4) 06 HOUSE CAPTAIN 13 R Hannon 3-8-5 Martin Dwyer

100-30 Desert Society, 4-1 Azrur, Langavat, 6-1 Hagree, 13-2 Yair Hill,
9-1 Chelwood Gate, Solo Hunter, 16-1 House Captain.

Thunderer’s choice: Azrurwill not have to improve much,
if at all, to take this Dangers: Langavat, Yair Hill

3.20 Handicap (£7,439: 1m 5f 61y) (11)

1 (3) 10-04 PHAENOMENA 34 (C) Lady Cecil 4-10-0 R Hughes
2 (5) 0-500 ESHTIAAL 21 B Meehan 4-10-0 S Levey
3 (2) 3323- NOVIRAK 420 J Fanshawe 6-10-0 S W Kelly
4 (6) 1106- CYCLONE 32J (T) Jonjo O'Neill 4-9-12 D C Costello
5 (1) 1400- RUGGERO R Brotherton 4-9-12 T E Durcan
6 (9) 01453 SHAVANSKY 15 B Millman 10-9-12 P Millman (7)
7 (8) 5-415 MISTER FIZZ 36 (BF) Miss I Pickard 6-9-12 G Downing (5)
8 (11) 0-303 KUDA HURAA 23 A King 6-9-11 P Dobbs
9 (4) 05223 ECHO BRAVA 8 (H) L Dace 4-9-5

Michael J M Murphy (3)
10 (7) 24114 MANOMINE 27 C Brittain 5-9-2 S De Sousa
11(10) 33621 EPSOM HILL 13 (P) C Fellowes 3-9-0 A Atzeni

5-1 Phaenomena, 13-2 Ruggero, 7-1 Shavansky, 15-2 EpsomHill, Kuda Huraa,
8-1 Cyclone, 9-1 Novirak, 10-1 Eshtiaal, Manomine, 11-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: EpsomHill bolted up at Thirsk and can
defy a 10lb rise Dangers: Echo Brava, Novirak

3.55 Listed Race
(2-Y-O Fillies’: £14,461: 5f 34y) (12)

1 (12) 1510 ACCIPITER 20 (D) C Wall 9-0 A Morgan
2 (3) 2201 AL FAREEJ 9 (D) J Tate 9-0 M Harley
3 (4) 310 BLUE AEGEAN 58 (D) C Appleby 9-0 S De Sousa
4 (2) 43321 BRONZE MAQUETTE 21 (D) G L Moore 9-0 S W Kelly
5 (7) 101 DANGEROUS MOONLITE 47 (D) R Hannon 9-0 R Hughes
6 (10) 13 EXPLOSIVE LADY 20 (D) K Burke 9-0 B A Curtis
7 (1) 23150 LITTLEMISSBLAKENEY 48 (D) H Palmer 9-0 D Probert
8 (9) 43021 MAGIC FLORENCE 22 (D) J Given 9-0 T E Durcan
9 (5) 12461 PARSLEY 5 (D) R Hannon 9-0 P Dobbs
10 (8) 4125 ROSIE'S PREMIERE 20 (D) D Ivory 9-0 R Winston
11(11) 13466 SPIRIT OF XIAN 17 (D) R Hannon 9-0 S Levey
12 (6) 5142 ZEB UN NISA 22 (D,BF) R Charlton 9-0 A Atzeni

5-1 Dangerous Moonlite, 6-1 Parsley, 15-2 Littlemissblakeney, Spirit Of Xian,
8-1 Al Fareej, Explosive Lady, 10-1 Blue Aegean, Zeb Un Nisa, 11-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: Explosive Lady was a good third in
group company here last timeDanger: Littlemissblakeney

4.30 Handicap (3-Y-O: £4,690: 6f 8y) (9)

1 (5) 1 SHINGLE 15 (D) E De Giles 9-7 A Atzeni
2 (3) 22462 DRIVE ON 10 (P,D) Eve Johnson Houghton 9-6S De Sousa
3 (6) -0024 LA TINTA BAY 9 (D) R Hannon 9-5 P Dobbs
4 (4) 6-336 WITHERNSEA 28 R Fahey 9-5 D Nolan
5 (8) 30341 MUNFALLET 20 (D) D Brown 9-3 M M Monaghan (5)
6 (7) -4210 KATAWI 36 (H,D,BF) C Wall 9-2 T E Durcan
7 (2) 24601 DOUBLE CZECH 35 (V,D) P Chamings 8-13 D Probert
8 (1) 05513 CLASSIC PURSUIT 13 (P,D,BF) R Harris 8-12 S Drowne
9 (9) -5550 FINFLASH 14 M Channon 8-11 W Twiston-Davies

4-1 Munfallet, 9-2 Katawi, 5-1 Double Czech, Drive On, 6-1 Shingle,
15-2 Classic Pursuit, 10-1 La Tinta Bay, Withernsea, 33-1 Finflash.

Thunderer’s choice: Double Czech looked much more
effective back at 6f last time Dangers: Shingle, Katawi

5.00 Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(£5,175: 1m 2f 6y) (11)

1 (7) 0 SIRRAH STAR 44 N Mulholland 6-9-9 W A Carson
2 (5) 22 BLUE WALTZ 19 L Cumani 3-9-0 S W Kelly
3 (1) 4 BRIGHT BEACON 28 C Appleby 3-9-0 S De Sousa
4 (11) PANATELLA J Fanshawe 3-9-0 L Keniry
5 (4) 0- ROSARINA 239 Miss J Crowley 3-9-0 T Clark (5)
6 (6) SELDOM SEEN Sir M Stoute 3-9-0 P Dobbs
7 (10) 0- SWEET CHARLIE 252 M Murphy 3-9-0 T E Durcan
8 (8) TAWEYLA R Varian 3-9-0 A Atzeni
9 (3) 3-003 TINGA 14 (T) R Beckett 3-9-0 O Murphy
10 (2) 0 TOO THE STARS 92 (BF) J Gosden 3-9-0 R Havlin
11 (9) 0 TOUIG 10 H Howe 3-9-0 S Hitchcott

15-8 BlueWaltz, 5-2 Tinga, 15-2 Bright Beacon, 8-1 Too The Stars, 9-1 Seldom
Seen, Taweyla, 12-1 Panatella, 25-1 Rosarina, 33-1 others.

Thunderer’s choice: Taweyla is related to plenty ofwinners
and is interesting Dangers: Blue Waltz, Seldom Seen

5.30 Apprentice Handicap
(£2,587: 1m 1f) (9)

1 (7) 00-21 WORDISMYBOND 13 P Makin 5-9-12 C Meehan (5)
2 (1) 65033 GRACIOUS GEORGE 8 (P) J Fox 4-9-11 M M Monaghan
3 (4) 20-20 PRINCESS ICICLE 162 Miss J Crowley 6-9-8 T Clark
4 (2) 00460 SPEEDY WRITER 23 H Candy 4-9-7 M Kenneally (5)
5 (5) 11343 MEGALALA 8 (C,D) J Bridger 13-9-5 Shelley Birkett
6 (9) 0-604 CELESTIAL BAY 16 S Kirk 5-9-4 D A Parkes (5)
7 (6) -5446 BEEP 23 Lydia Richards 4-9-1 N Curtis (3)
8 (8) 30143 ELLE REBELLE 8 W M Brisbourne 4-8-8 E J Walsh
9 (3) 00160 ROXY LANE 23 P Hiatt 5-8-8 N Garbutt

9-2 Speedy Writer, 11-2 Wordismybond, 6-1 Megalala, 13-2 Elle Rebelle, 7-1
Celestial Bay, Gracious George, 15-2 Beep, 8-1 Princess Icicle, 10-1 Roxy Lane.

Thunderer’s choice: Wordismybond arrives at the top of
his game Dangers: Celestial Bay, Elle Rebelle

Nottingham
Thunderer
2.10 Flash Fire 4.20 Cay Dancer (nb)
2.40 Guishan 4.50Moxey
3.10 Narborough 5.20 Frosty Berry
3.45 Conquerant
Going: good to firm (good in places)
Draw: no advantage Racing UK

2.10 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £3,234: 6f 15y) (8)

1 (7) BAMBOCCIANTI R Fahey 9-5 G Chaloner (3)
2 (6) CHARMING THOUGHT C Appleby 9-5 James Doyle
3 (1) 32 FLASH FIRE 9 M Johnston 9-5 F Norton
4 (3) 52 GIANNIZZERO 15 M Botti 9-5 D Muscutt (5)
5 (5) 06 LOPITO DE VEGA 16 J Given 9-5 P Makin
6 (8) RAINBOW ORSE R Cowell 9-5 A Beschizza
7 (4) 5 RED HARRY 28 T Tate 9-5 A Elliott
8 (2) SIR VEILLANCE M Appleby 9-5 A Mullen

15-8 Flash Fire, 4-1 Giannizzero, 9-2 Charming Thought, 11-2 Bamboccianti,
13-2 Sir Veillance, 16-1 Rainbow Orse, Red Harry, 40-1 Lopito De Vega.

2.40 Handicap (Fillies’: £5,175: 6f 15y) (7)

1 (3) 04151 FEVER FEW 13 (D) C Wall 5-9-10 Samuel Clarke (7)
2 (6) 03313 BURREN VIEW LADY 6 (E,D) T Easterby 4-9-9 D Fentiman
3 (2) 12111 REFUSE COLETTE 9 (D) Mick Quinn 5-9-9 P Sirigu
4 (4) 15612 FIRST EXPERIENCE 15 (D,BF) Rae Guest 3-9-6

Luke Morris
5 (1) 54211 GUISHAN 8 (CD) M Appleby 4-9-6 A Mullen
6 (7) -0604 LIGEIA 10 (D) R Hannon 3-9-5 C Hardie (5)
7 (5) 16353 MEANDMYSHADOW 21 (D) Alan Brown 6-9-2 James Doyle

9-4 Guishan, 3-1 Refuse Colette, 11-2 Fever Few, 6-1 First Experience,
15-2 Meandmyshadow, 10-1 Ligeia, 12-1 Burren View Lady.

3.10 Handicap (£1,940: 5f 13y) (10)

1 (8) 00122 BURNT CREAM 14 (H,T,D) M Bosley 7-9-6 S Donohoe
2 (3) -0654 BABY QUEEN 14 (CD) B Baugh 8-9-5 N Farley (3)
3 (4) 33522 NARBOROUGH 18 M Channon 3-9-4 C Bishop (3)
4 (6) -6003 RED COBRA 8 T Easterby 4-9-1 D Fentiman
5 (9) 25453 YOUR GIFTED 7 (V,D) Mrs L Williamson 7-9-0

G Chaloner (3)
6 (10) 20-00 RAT CATCHER 59 (H,D) Mrs L Williamson 4-9-0

R Kingscote
7 (1) 42104 COLLEGE DOLL 23 (T,D) Mrs C Dunnett 5-8-13 J Quinn
8 (7) 3-005 LITTLE BRIAR ROSE 42 (H) J Spearing 3-8-9 C Hardie (5)
9 (2) -0051 SPIDER LILY 7 (D) P Makin 3-8-9 D J Bates (3)
10 (5) 00-02 IGNIGHT 15 M Usher 3-8-4 A Mullen

9-4 Spider Lily, 5-1 Narborough, 13-2 Burnt Cream, 8-1 Red Cobra, Your Gifted,
10-1 Ignight, Little Briar Rose, 14-1 others.

3.45 Maiden (3-Y-O: £2,587: 1m 75y) (10)

1 (4) 523 ABOVE THE REST 9 T Jarvis 9-5 James Doyle
2 (5) -3623 CONQUERANT 22 (P,BF) C Appleby 9-5 Martin Lane
3 (8) 5 GUESSHOWMUCHILOVEU 13 C Fellowes 9-5 C Hardie (5)
4 (1) HIDDEN POWER J Hughes 9-5 J-P Guillambert
5 (3) 05 FOCAIL MEAR 14 John Ryan 9-0 R Powell (3)
6 (10) 0 HIGHFIELD LASS 16 C Fairhurst 9-0 M Stainton
7 (7) 60- LITTLE MISS BECKY 240 G Bravery 9-0 P Donaghy
8 (9) 50 NORFOLK SOUND 22 C Wall 9-0 Samuel Clarke (7)
9 (6) THREE MMM'S (T) S R Bowring 9-0 Billy Cray (3)
10 (2) 0 TOBAGO CAYS 46 W G M Turner 9-0 R While (5)

5-4 Conquerant, 6-4 Above The Rest, 9-1 Norfolk Sound, 14-1 others.

4.20 Handicap
(3-Y-O Fillies’: £8,409: 1m 2f 50y) (7)

1 (2) 54131 CAY DANCER 28 (D) R Hannon 9-7 C Hardie (5)
2 (5) 34056 HOT COFFEE 16 T Dascombe 9-4 R Kingscote
3 (7) 23103 BUREAU 13 (D) M Johnston 9-3 F Norton
4 (6) 21 SCALLOP 50 Sir M Stoute 9-1 James Doyle
5 (1) 0310 PALERMA 16 M Channon 8-9 C Bishop (3)
6 (3) 24112 MISS LUCY JANE 28 (D) R Fahey 8-8 G Chaloner (3)
7 (4) 34221 THATCHEREEN 12 (D) Michael Bell 8-6 D Muscutt (5)

11-4 Thatchereen, 7-2 Scallop, 9-2 CayDancer, 11-2Miss Lucy Jane, 15-2 others.

4.50 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,045: 1m 2f 50y) (9)

1 (6) 030 MAD ENDEAVOUR 22 (T) W S Kittow 9-7 Luke Morris
2 (8) 14000 BARBARY 41 C Fellowes 9-2 C Hardie (5)
3 (1) 0-506 BORN TO REIGN 15 Michael Bell 8-13 Hayley Turner
4 (4) 000 SILKEN WATERS 23 Eve Johnson Houghton 8-13 P Makin
5 (2) 0-300 ESSANAR 16 A Hollinshead 8-12 F Norton
6 (7) -0050 ORACLE BOY 45 (P) W Muir 8-11 R Kingscote
7 (3) 060- NETWORK PERFECTION 398 M W Easterby 8-11 A Elliott
8 (5) 4-003 MODIFY 28 D O'Meara 8-8 G Chaloner (3)
9 (9) -0000 MOXEY 25 (H) John Davies 8-3 Joe Doyle (5)

9-2 Oracle Boy, 5-1 Modify, 11-2 Barbary, 6-1 Silken Waters, 15-2 others.

5.20 Handicap
(Amateurs’: £1,871: 1m 6f 15y) (11)

1 (9) 234-1 SACRED SQUARE 7 (B) D McCain 4-11-6 Mr H Stock
2 (6) -1542 FROSTY BERRY 12 P Midgley 5-10-13 Mr A French (3)
3 (7) 50310 SCRIBE 11 (T,B,D) A Turnell 6-10-13 Miss B Hampson
4 (10) 12452 TASTE THE WINE 5 (T,CD) B Llewellyn 8-10-11 Mr J Williams (3)
5 (1) 0-462 ZAROSA 11 (C) J Berry 5-10-5 Miss K Margarson
6 (11) 0500- STAR OF MAYFAIR 259J T Jarvis 4-10-5 Miss T Sutherland (3)
7 (4) 4-006 VOLCANIC JACK 7 M Chapman 6-10-4 Miss J Walton
8 (8) -4405 CANDELITA 20 M Sheppard 7-10-3 Mr S Sheppard (3)
9 (2) 05425 OGARITMO 18 (T) A Hales 5-10-1 Mr N Meek (3)
10 (3) /4523 SOUNDBYTE 37 (V) J Gallagher 9-10-0 Mr M Haddock (3)
11 (5) 0/0-4 OLIVER'S GOLD 27J M Walford 6-9-9 Miss E Todd

9-4 Sacred Square, 11-2 Taste The Wine, 6-1 Zarosa, 13-2 others.

Course specialists
Catterick: Trainers J Tate, 5 winners from 11
runners, 45.5%; D Simcock, 3 from 7, 42.9%. Jockey
Miss S Brotherton, 3 winners from 7 rides, 42.9%.

Newbury: Trainers L Cumani, 17 from 75, 22.7%;
P Chamings, 4 from 18, 22.2%. Jockeys S De Sousa,
18 from 99, 18.2%; R Hughes, 59 from 351, 16.8%.

Newcastle: Trainer H Palmer, 4 from 9, 44.4%.
Jockey G Bartley, 4 from 18, 22.2%.

Newmarket: Trainers G L Moore, 3 from 13, 23.1%;
S Bin Suroor, 36 from 156, 23.1%. Jockeys R Hughes,
36 from 172, 20.9%; W Buick, 45 from 226, 19.9%.

Nottingham: Trainer M Appleby, 15 from 76, 19.7%.
Jockey C Bishop, 4 from 18, 22.2%.

Big players stay in reckoning for International
The prospect of the first two home in
the Investec Derby meeting in a
rematch at York next week remains
alive after Australia and Kingston Hill
yesterday stood their ground for the
Juddmonte International.
Underfoot conditions will determine

whether either, or both, contest
Wednesday’s £800,000 showpiece, for
which six group one winners remain
in the reckoning. Telescope and
Mukhadram, who have gained
high-profile triumphs this summer,
are also among the 11 possibles.
Australia is odds-on to become the

first Derby winner since Sea The
Stars, in 2009, to win the extended
ten-furlong race but Aidan O’Brien is
delaying a final decision about his
participation.
The trainer will require a new jockey

ifAustralia goes topost because Joseph,

his son, who has ridden him in each of
his six races, cannotmake theweight of
8st 12lb. In normal circumstances,
O’Brien would call upon Ryan Moore,
but he is committed to Telescope.
Roger Varian had given Kingston

Hill an entry in the Betfred TV
Geoffrey Freer Stakes at Newbury
tomorrow but the Newmarket trainer
has resisted the option and will stick to
Plan A, which is to run his stable flag-
bearer in the International or the two-
furlong longer Neptune Investment
Management Great Voltigeur Stakes
on the same card.
The going at York is good to soft but,

with little rain forecast between now
and the start of the four-day Festival,
the latter race seems the more likely
objective. It has often provided
significant clues for the Ladbrokes St
Leger and this year’s renewal is unlikely
to be an exception,withHartnell, Eagle
Top and Snow Sky also engaged.

James Doyle enjoyed a Glorious
Goodwood triumph aboard Snow Sky
lastmonthandwas all smiles yesterday,
too, after guiding Captain Cat to
an impressive success in Salisbury’s

biggest race of the year — the group
three totepool Sovereign Stakes.
Captain Cat, absent since a valuable

victory on the all-weather at Lingfield
Park in April, showed impressive

acceleration inside the final furlong
and the Roger Charlton-trained five-
year-old could make a swift return in
the Doom Bar Celebration Mile at
Goodwood tomorrow week.
“He was a shell of a horse but has

really strengthened up and now looks
the complete article,” Doyle said. “He’s
very versatile and would handle
Goodwood no problem. He’s tall, leggy
but is well-balanced.”
Doubts that Fergal Lynch might not

be embraced back within the racing
community have been dispelled, with
the jockey booked for four rides at
Doncaster tomorrow.
Lynch has two mounts for Jim

Goldie, and his services will also be
employed by David Griffiths and Alan
Bailey. The 36-year-old, who admitted
stopping a horse in 2004, had been
absent in Britain for six years before
making a low-key return on a runner
owned by his father at Ayr onMonday.

Andy Stephens

Captain Cat and Doyle romp home in the feature race at Salisbury yesterday

JULIAN HERBERT/ACTION IMAGES

6Rob Wright is away.

FGM

Knight watchman
James Anderson is set to
overhaul Sir Ian Botham’s
record for Test dismissals

Cricket, pages 60-63

Wounded Tiger
Injury forces Woods to
rule himself out of
Ryder Cup contention

Golf, page 55
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Sport

Newcastle
Thunderer
2.00 Midnight Destiny 4.10 Dreaming Beauty
2.30 Talent Scout 4.40 Shades Of Silk
3.00 Summer Times 5.10 Black Douglas
3.35 Stanarley Pic
Going: good to soft (good in places)
Draw: no advantage At The Races

2.00 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £1,940: 5f) (11)

1 (6) 0540 RIPON ROSE 10 P Midgley 9-7 P Mulrennan
2 (3) 304 STUDIO STAR 25 (P) O Pears 9-6 J Butterfield (5)
3 (5) 03632 MIDNIGHT DESTINY 27 D Shaw 9-5 D Swift
4 (10) 506 STRATEGISE 23 T Dascombe 9-5 G Lee
5 (2) 063 FINE JUDGMENT 13 W Muir 9-4 Doubtful
6 (4) 03046 PICKLE LILLY PEARL 14 D Griffiths 9-2 G Gibbons
7 (9) 0600 CHEEKY CHAPMAN 2 C Mulhall 9-1 P McDonald
8 (1) 02532 PENALTY SCORER 13 (E) Richard Guest 9-0 D Silva (5)
9 (8) 440 SNOWAY 34 T Coyle 8-12 B McHugh
10(11) 0040 SHAMKHANI 48 A Berry 8-6 P P Mathers
11 (7) 0006 SUPREME BELLE 6 D Shaw 8-6 J Fanning

4-1 Studio Star, 13-2 Pickle Lilly Pearl, Strategise, 7-1 Midnight Destiny,
15-2 Snoway, 8-1 Penalty Scorer, 9-1 Ripon Rose, Shamkhani, 14-1 others.

2.30 Handicap (£4,851: 7f) (14)
1 (10) 2210U JOHNNY CAVAGIN 29 (T,D) Richard Guest 5-9-12 T Eaves
2 (1) 20013 ESCAPE TO GLORY 13 (D) M Dods 6-9-12 P Mulrennan
3 (12) 00012 TALENT SCOUT 11 (P,C,D,BF) Mrs K Tutty 8-9-9

Gemma Tutty (5)
4 (9) 1600- REPOSER 319 (D) K Dalgleish 6-9-8 J Fanning
5 (8) -6340 GATEPOST 16 R Fahey 5-9-7 J Garritty (5)
6 (7) 04126 ILLUSTRIOUS PRINCE 6 (D) J Camacho 7-9-4

J Butterfield (5)
7 (4) 6-566 ALMUHEET 15 (H,D) B Ellison 3-9-4 D Swift
8 (6) 52-11 SHARED EQUITY 107 (C) Jedd O'Keeffe 3-9-4 G Lee
9 (3) 01231 MR MCLAREN 21 (D) D O'Meara 3-9-2 D Tudhope
10(11) 21426 CARA'S REQUEST 14 (D,BF) M Dods 9-9-1 C Beasley (3)
11(14) 06110 LADY ARTISTE 69 (C,D) G A Swinbank 4-9-0 D Allan
12 (2) 00640 LIGHTNIN HOPKINS 25 (H,D) D O'Meara 4-8-13

G Gibbons
13 (5) 64/00 TAKE IT TO THE MAX 27 (P) G M Moore 7-8-11 P McDonald
14(13) 30425 SAKHALIN STAR 28 (D) Richard Guest 3-8-10 D Silva (5)

13-2 Escape To Glory, Shared Equity, Talent Scout, 8-1 Cara's Request, Mr
McLaren, 9-1 Gatepost, Lady Artiste, 10-1 Illustrious Prince, 12-1 others.

3.00 Maiden Stakes (2-Y-O: £2,911: 7f) (12)
1 (11) 60 ARCANO GOLD 21 R Fahey 9-5 T Hamilton
2 (10) 2 BLACKFOOT BRAVE 67 M Dods 9-5 P Mulrennan
3 (1) 0 BRIGHTSIDE 55 Miss T Waggott 9-5 R Ffrench
4 (6) COLOURS OF VICTORY K A Ryan 9-5 G Gibbons
5 (8) DARRINGTON R Fahey 9-5 Samantha Bell (5)
6 (2) GYPSY MAJOR J Murray 9-5 J Hart
7 (3) 6 JOLIEVITESSE 28 K Burke 9-5 D Tudhope
8 (4) 46 LITTLE HOUIDINI 10 K Dalgleish 9-5 T Eaves
9 (5) 6 MUKHAYYAM 20 Sir M Stoute 9-5 G Lee
10(12) 06 SERAFFIMO 23 Mrs S Watt 9-5 P Aspell
11 (7) 232 SUMMER TIMES 10 M Johnston 9-5 J Fanning
12 (9) 0 MOLLY APPROVE 69 T Coyle 9-0 B McHugh

5-2 Summer Times, 9-2 Mukhayyam, 6-1 Blackfoot Brave, 8-1 Arcano Gold,
9-1 Colours Of Victory, Darrington, Jolievitesse, 14-1 others.

3.35 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,587: 1m 2f 32y) (8)

1 (3) 0636 MANTOU 19 Michael Bell 9-7 J Fanning
2 (2) 1-543 RYEOLLIEAN 10 (C) D O'Meara 9-7 D Tudhope
3 (8) 0-413 NAKEETA 12 (H,D) I Jardine 9-3 G Lee
4 (6) 00641 SYROS 14 M W Easterby 9-3 G Gibbons
5 (4) 43461 CLEAR SPELL 13 A Whillans 9-0 P McDonald
6 (5) 3-432 STANARLEY PIC 10 G A Swinbank 8-13 D Allan
7 (1) 3-000 SHIROCCO PASSION 8 T Coyle 8-13 B McHugh
8 (7) 21632 TRINITY STAR 31 (P,D,BF) M Dods 8-11 P Mulrennan

9-2 Trinity Star, 5-1 Clear Spell, Syros, 11-2 Ryeolliean, Stanarley Pic,
6-1 Mantou, Nakeeta, 14-1 Shirocco Passion.

4.10 Maiden Stakes (£2,587: 1m 2f 32y) (10)

1 (2) 55 CHILLY MISS 19 J M Jefferson 5-9-8 B Hughes
2 (8) TEIDE MISTRESS 33J A Whillans 4-9-8 B McHugh
3 (10) 0 ABSOLUTE 28 M Botti 3-9-4 P Aspell
4 (7) 44 BRAES OF LOCHALSH 11 J Goldie 3-9-4 G Bartley (3)
5 (4) 4-3 MEDICINE HAT 13 G M Moore 3-9-4 P McDonald
6 (6) 00- SCRAFTON 308 J Bethell 3-9-4 P Mulrennan
7 (5) 00 TIGER HEIGHTS 22 J Goldie 3-9-4 T Eaves
8 (3) 26 DREAMING BEAUTY 28 J Noseda 3-8-13 G Lee
9 (9) 3- LOBSTER POT 305 H Palmer 3-8-13 J Fanning
10 (1) 0-000 MAGIC SHOES 85 S Corbett 3-8-13 R Ffrench

EvensDreamingBeauty, 9-2BraesOf Lochalsh, 11-2 Lobster Pot, 9-1Medicine
Hat, 11-1 Magic Shoes, 14-1 Chilly Miss, Teide Mistress, 33-1 others.

4.40 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,587: 5f) (9)

1 (2) 03001 TINSILL 8 (CD) N Tinkler 9-11 A Hesketh (7)
2 (8) 15014 SCORELINE 6 (D) D O'Meara 9-7 D Tudhope
3 (9) 50452 RED FOREVER 6 (D) A Berry 9-2 P P Mathers
4 (1) 30306 FUEL INJECTION 11 (P,D) P Midgley 9-1 J Sullivan
5 (3) 11422 SHADES OF SILK 8 (P) J Given 9-1 G Lee
6 (5) 04300 FUJIN 14 (P) N Wilson 8-13 J Haynes (3)
7 (6) 53230 LUCKY TIMES 39 M Brittain 8-12 D Allan
8 (7) 3045- CAPTAIN GEE 252 J J Quinn 8-8 I Brennan
9 (4) 6630U SINGING STAR 16 M Brittain 8-2 R Ffrench

7-4 Tinsill, 3-1 Shades Of Silk, 15-2 Scoreline, 9-1 Captain Gee, 11-1 Fuel
Injection, Lucky Times, 12-1 Red Forever, 14-1 Fujin, 25-1 Singing Star.

5.10 Handicap (£1,940: 6f) (14)

1 (5) 50135 EXOTIC GUEST 8 (CD,BF) Mrs R Carr 4-9-12 J Sullivan
2 (1) 06044 DARTRIX 8 (H,C,D) M Dods 5-9-11 C Beasley (3)
3 (8) 04004 BAPAK MUDA 29 (P,D) K A Ryan 4-9-7 Amy Ryan
4 (3) 00040 THE STRIG 3 (V,D) N Tinkler 7-9-2 A Nicholls
5 (4) 25404 BLACK DOUGLAS 4 (CD) J Goldie 5-8-13 G Bartley (3)
6 (14) 60440 BALINKA 77 M Brittain 4-8-13 D Allan
7 (7) 00103 ICHIMOKU 31 (C) B Smart 4-8-12 R Ffrench
8 (9) 0-603 HAZZA THE JAZZA 18 (B,D) Richard Guest 4-8-12

D Silva (5)
9 (11) 63042 RED SHADOW 16 (P,D) Alan Brown 5-8-10 P Pickard
10(12) 6-40 BEST TAMAYUZ 104 S Dixon 3-8-9 T Eaves
11(10) 600-4 STONEACRE OSKAR 29 (D) P Grayson 5-8-9 G Lee
12 (6) 00000 ONE KOOL DUDE 37 (B) M D Hammond 5-8-7 P P Mathers
13(13) 50050 ISHETOO 7 (D) P Grayson 10-8-7 I Brennan
14 (2) 25503 ARMELLE 10 S Dixon 3-8-6 M Hopkins (5)

5-1 Dartrix, 7-1 Black Douglas, Exotic Guest, 15-2 Ichimoku, 9-1 Armelle,
Bapak Muda, Hazza The Jazza, Red Shadow, 11-1 Balinka, 12-1 others.

Newmarket
Thunderer
5.25 Fieldsman 7.00 Starlight Serenade
6.00 Liberty Jack 7.35 Tete Orange
6.30 Arabian Oasis 8.05 Artistic Charm
Going: good
Draw: no advantage Racing UK

5.25 Median Auction Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £3,881: 7f) (9)

1 (1) EATSLEEPRACEREPEAT Lady Cecil 9-5 C Catlin
2 (4) 63 FIELDSMAN 13 E Dunlop 9-5 K Fallon
3 (6) 43 HAIL CLODIUS 13 (BF) R Hannon 9-5 R Hughes
4 (8) LE ROUQUIN Michael Bell 9-5 T Queally
5 (9) 0 MICKEY HALLER 28 B Meehan 9-5 J Mitchell
6 (5) 6 ZAMPERINI 21 M Murphy 9-5 P Cosgrave
7 (7) 0 KATNISS 7 S C Williams 9-0 A Beschizza
8 (3) OAKLEY GIRL S C Williams 9-0 H Bentley
9 (2) TADPOLE W Haggas 9-0 L Jones

9-4 Fieldsman, 5-2 Hail Clodius, 5-1 Tadpole, 11-2 Le Rouquin, 8-1 Mickey
Haller, 14-1 Eatsleepracerepeat, 16-1 Oakley Girl, 25-1 others.

6.00 Handicap (£5,175: 6f) (9)

1 (8) 00030 REGAL PARADE 13 (T,D) J M Bradley 10-9-12 K Fallon
2 (1) 36410 LIBERTY JACK 16 (H,C) J Boyle 4-9-10 P Cosgrave
3 (3) 32-13 SUNRISE STAR 36 (D,BF) Lady Cecil 3-9-8 L Steward (5)
4 (7) 04055 JOE PACKET 13 (CD) J Portman 7-9-8 D Brock (5)
5 (5) 1-335 MARMALADY 80 (D,BF) G L Moore 4-9-7 R Hughes
6 (4) 56652 JUNGLE BAY 22 (B,D) Jane Chapple-Hyam 7-9-4 L Jones
7 (9) 00-06 ROCKET ROB 28 (D) W Musson 8-9-0 T Queally
8 (2) 36213 DONT HAVE IT THEN 42 (D) W Musson 3-8-12 C Catlin
9 (6) 50200 POWERFUL PIERRE 14 (D) N Quinlan 7-8-11

T Atkinson (5)

7-2 Sunrise Star, 9-2 Marmalady, 6-1 Joe Packet, 13-2 Dont Have It Then,
7-1 Liberty Jack, Regal Parade, 9-1 Jungle Bay, 10-1 others.

6.30 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £4,528: 1m) (6)

1 (4) ARABIAN OASIS C Appleby 9-5 W Buick
2 (3) 6 BEST OF TIMES 35 S Bin Suroor 9-5 H Bentley
3 (5) KHUSOOSY S Bin Suroor 9-5 C Catlin
4 (6) 2 MANSHAA 17 M Johnston 9-5 Dane O'Neill
5 (2) 2 MY SEBASTIAN 17 P McBride 9-5 K Fallon
6 (1) 63 SERVERY 13 R Hannon 9-5 R Hughes

100-30 Servery, 4-1 Arabian Oasis, 9-2 Best Of Times, Khusoosy, Manshaa,
13-2 My Sebastian.

7.00 Handicap (£3,881: 1m) (12)

1 (3) 10563 HARRY BOSCH 27 (H,D) Miss G Kelleway 4-9-12
T Queally

2 (2) 42211 SPECIALTY 21 (CD) Mrs P Sly 4-9-10 Stephen Craine
3 (10) 21212 SONNETATION 14 (D,BF) J Boyle 4-9-6 P Cosgrave
4 (1) 23602 TULLIA 10 W Knight 3-9-5 A Atzeni
5 (4) 04202 CORNISH PATH 21 H Candy 3-9-5 Dane O'Neill
6 (11) 01114 UNTIL MIDNIGHT 90 (D) E Stanford 4-9-4 R Tart (3)
7 (6) 21432 STARLIGHT SERENADE 27 (D,BF) R Beckett 3-9-3

S De Sousa
8 (7) 54005 ROUGE NUAGE 10 (P) C Allen 4-9-2 L Jones
9 (5) 30634 EMPERATRIZ 11 (D) J Holt 4-9-2 S Donohoe
10 (8) 02242 HOT MUSTARD 8 (D,BF) Michael Bell 4-8-11 R Hughes
11 (9) -1245 TRULEE SCRUMPTIOUS 43 (V,C) P Charalambous 5-8-10

J Quinn
12(12) 40-06 CROWN PLEASURE 21 W Musson 3-8-10 C Catlin

9-2 Starlight Serenade, 5-1 Specialty, 6-1 Cornish Path, 13-2 Hot Mustard,
15-2 Sonnetation, Tullia, 11-1 Trulee Scrumptious, 12-1 others.

7.35 Handicap (£3,881: 1m 2f) (10)
1 (7) 30601 CHAPTER AND VERSE 16 (D) M Murphy 8-9-13 S W Kelly
2 (10) 00-45 ROBIN HOOD 22 (D) P Mitchell 6-9-11 J Mitchell
3 (8) 2225 BOSSTIME 112 (H) J Holt 4-9-9 S Donohoe
4 (2) 23606 MCBIRNEY 57 (D) P D'Arcy 7-9-9 P Donaghy
5 (9) 12060 MINSTREL LAD 7 (CD) L Pearce 6-9-8 S Pearce (3)
6 (1) 00-54 MY GUARDIAN ANGEL 33J (P,D) M Tompkins 5-9-8

T E Durcan
7 (5) 12344 CHARLIE WELLS 12 (B) Eve Johnson Houghton 3-9-5 J Fahy
8 (6) -5010 STORM RIDER 64 (BF) R Hannon 3-9-3 R Hughes
9 (3) 30021 TETE ORANGE 31 S C Williams 3-9-1 A Atzeni
10 (4) 45-50 L GE R 56 P Charalambous 3-8-5 Rosie Jessop (3)

9-2 Storm Rider, Tete Orange, 5-1 Chapter And Verse, 7-1 others.

8.05 Handicap (Fillies’: £7,762: 7f) (8)
1 (5) -2062 TIGHT FIT 22 (CD) H Candy 4-9-9 James Doyle
2 (7) 0-010 STEALTH MISSILE 20 (T,D) C Brittain 3-9-6 K Fallon
3 (4) 1-062 ARTISTIC CHARM 27 (D) D Simcock 3-9-2 H Bentley
4 (2) 4-201 BOLD LASS 23 (D) D Lanigan 3-9-1 T E Durcan
5 (3) 5112 FELWAH 34 (D,BF) W Haggas 3-9-1 Dane O'Neill
6 (1) U6-32 ZIGGY'S SECRET 13 Mrs L Wadham 4-8-13 D C Costello
7 (8) 05612 ALEXANDRAKOLLONTAI 13 (B,D) A Whillans 4-8-13

Julie Burke (3)
8 (6) 10400 FRONT PAGE NEWS 14 (V,D) R Eddery 4-8-13 A Atzeni

100-30 Felwah, 5-1 Bold Lass, 11-2 Artistic Charm, Tight Fit, Ziggy's Secret,
15-2 Alexandrakollontai, 9-1 Stealth Missile, 12-1 Front Page News.

Catterick
Thunderer
5.40 Unex Michelangelo 7.10 Georgian Firebird
6.10 Frosty Times 7.45 Lord Buffhead
6.40 Izzthatright (nap) 8.15 La Havrese
Going: good (good to soft in places)
Draw: 5f-7f, low numbers best Racing UK

5.40 Handicap
(Amateurs’: £3,117: 1m 3f 214y) (13)

1 (1) -6153 ALDWICK BAY 11 (D,BF) T Dascombe 6-11-0 Miss C Greenway (5)
2 (6) 22123 NORTHSIDE PRINCE 34 (D) G A Swinbank 8-11-0

Miss M Nicholls (5)
3 (4) 62150 PERTUIS 29 (CD) M D Hammond 8-10-10 Mr W Hogg
4 (7) 00/5- ANTON DOLIN 17J (P,D) M Mullineaux 6-10-9 Mr H Nugent (7)
5 (10) 000/0 TAKAATUF 26 Miss T Jackson 8-10-9 Mr T Hamilton (3)
6 (8) 40531 UNEX MICHELANGELO 17 M W Easterby 5-10-9

Miss Joanna Mason (3)
7 (12) 30010 TINSELTOWN 10 (CD) B Rothwell 8-10-7 Miss A Deniel
8 (11) 31012 DYNASTIC 72 (D) T Coyle 5-10-4 Mr K Wood (5)
9 (13) -0045 TRIPLE EIGHT 25J (B) P Kirby 6-10-4 Mr P Dennis (5)
10 (2) 20320 MERCHANT OF MEDICI 19 (P) M D Hammond 7-10-1

Mr D McDonagh (7)
11 (3) 02-64 ARABIAN BEAUTY 26 (P) S Bin Suroor 3-10-1 Mr A Ferguson (5)
12 (5) 00-51 TROPICAL BACHELOR 57 (D) B Baugh 8-9-9 Miss S Brotherton
13 (9) -0000 JEWELLED DAGGER 4 (T,D) Mrs S Watt 10-9-9

Miss C Watling (7)

6-1 Aldwick Bay, Arabian Beauty, Northside Prince, Tropical Bachelor, 7-1 others.

6.10 Selling Stakes (2-Y-O: £2,726: 7f) (9)

1 (1) 0650 CHILWORTH BELLS 11 M Channon 8-11 J Fanning
2 (4) 0053 FROSTY TIMES 7 R Fahey 8-11 T Hamilton
3 (8) 500 REGAL ACCOLADE 23 (V) D O'Meara 8-11 Josh Doyle (7)
4 (7) 06 SABBRA CADABRA 18 (B) P Kirby 8-11 D Fentiman
5 (9) 05 SHIP CANAL 6 M W Easterby 8-11 G Gibbons
6 (2) 0 ARCOSSI 111 Mrs A Duffield 8-6 P McDonald
7 (3) 020 LADY CHARLIE 29 J Hughes 8-6 P Prince (5)
8 (5) 5400 LUCILLA AURELIUS 8 (P) T Coyle 8-6 B McHugh
9 (6) 44320 REET PETITE 6 (V) M Dods 8-6 A Mullen

7-2 Frosty Times, 4-1 Lucilla Aurelius, Reet Petite, 9-2 Lady Charlie,
5-1 Chilworth Bells, 10-1 Regal Accolade, 12-1 Arcossi, 22-1 others.

6.40 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £5,175: 5f 212y) (7)

1 (3) 44212 IZZTHATRIGHT 12 (CD) R Fahey 9-7 J Garritty (5)
2 (5) 056 MUTAFARREJ 17 M Johnston 9-6 J Fanning
3 (2) 61040 BILLYOAKES 20 M Channon 9-4 G Gibbons
4 (6) 1 KAYO KOKO 23 (CD) Mrs A Duffield 9-4 P McDonald
5 (7) 620 STEADY MAJOR 20 D Simcock 9-4 D Tudhope
6 (4) 41420 MADAMOISELLE BOND 13 (H) W Jarvis 9-1 Kevin Stott (5)
7 (1) 63335 ATREUS 3 M W Easterby 8-7 B McHugh

3-1 Izzthatright, 4-1 Kayo Koko, 9-2 Mutafarrej, 11-2 Billyoakes, Steady
Major, 6-1 Madamoiselle Bond, 14-1 Atreus.

7.10 Maiden Stakes (£3,234: 1m 3f 214y) (13)

1 (8) 50 JOYFUL STAR 10 (T) F Watson 4-9-13 J Hart
2 (2) 5 JUSTCALLHIMBILLY 19 Shaun Harris 4-9-13 N Farley (3)
3 (3) ON VACATION 205J B Ellison 6-9-13 P Pickard
4 (9) ROCK ON BOLLINSKI 24J T Fitzgerald 4-9-13 S O'Hara (3)
5 (1) BULAS BELLE 94J E Tuer 4-9-8 P McDonald
6 (5) GEORGIAN FIREBIRD 147J G A Swinbank 4-9-8 D Allan
7 (10) 30060 PRIMARY ROUTE 58 (H) J Ward 4-9-8 J Haynes (3)
8 (6) 0-500 HIGHWAY PURSUIT 73 G M Moore 3-9-2 A Mullen
9 (4) 0 KNIFE POINT 30 H Palmer 3-9-2 G Gibbons
10(13) 0-3 MAGIC MUSIC MAN 10 K Burke 3-9-2 D Tudhope
11(11) 22235 NEW TARABELA 31 (BF) J Tate 3-9-2 G Lee
12(12) 33 MISS CRYSTAL 104 C Hills 3-8-11 T Hamilton
13 (7) 0 NAGAMBIE 139 M Johnston 3-8-11 J Fanning

15-8 New Tarabela, 100-30 Magic Music Man, 7-2 Miss Crystal, 8-1 Georgian
Firebird, 14-1 Bulas Belle, On Vacation, 20-1 Nagambie, 22-1 others.

7.45 Handicap (£2,726: 5f) (14)

1 (4) 04166 WINDFORPOWER 9 (P,D) Miss T Waggott 4-9-11
J Fanning

2 (2) 65650 INGENTI 13 (CD) Christopher Wilson 6-9-9 Kevin Stott (5)
3 (10) 55242 SHOWTIME STAR 10 (BF) G A Swinbank 4-9-8 D Allan
4 (14) -0533 PASSIONADA 24 (D) E McMahon 5-9-8 D Swift
5 (1) 52001 SPRING BIRD 20 (D) D Nicholls 5-9-8 A Nicholls
6 (9) 60301 PERFECT WORDS 10 (P,CD) Mrs M Fife 4-9-8

J Nason (5)
7 (5) 625-0 SIMPLY BLACK 13 (H) D O'Meara 3-9-7 D Tudhope
8 (8) 54106 CHOSEN ONE 19 (CD) Mrs R Carr 9-9-7 J Sullivan
9 (7) 61163 EMILY DAVISON 16 (P,D) Mrs K Tutty 3-9-6

Gemma Tutty (5)
10 (6) 55300 A J COOK 11 (V,D) R Barr 4-8-13 G Lee
11 (3) 00001 LORD BUFFHEAD 4 (V,CD) Richard Guest 5-8-13 D Silva (5)
12(13) 00023 PAVERS STAR 14 (P,D) N Wilson 5-8-9 J Haynes (3)
13(12) 00546 PRINCESS MYLA 11 P Midgley 3-8-8 P McDonald
14(11) 65054 FIZZOLO 10 Mrs K Tutty 3-8-7 B McHugh

9-2 Lord Buffhead, Perfect Words, 15-2 Showtime Star, 8-1 Chosen One,
Spring Bird, 10-1 Windforpower, 11-1 Passionada, 12-1 others.

8.15 Handicap (£2,726: 7f) (15)

1 (11) 50031 SECRET CITY 18 (P,D) R Bastiman 8-9-10 N Farley (3)
2 (5) 4-631 LA HAVRESE 10 (H,CD) Mrs A Duffield 3-9-10 P McDonald
3 (6) -0013 GAELIC WIZARD 37 (D) Mrs K Tutty 6-9-7 Gemma Tutty (5)
4 (12) -0050 THE BLUE BANANA 16 (P) E Tuer 5-9-7 Kevin Stott (5)
5 (1) 10U05 MITCHELL 8 (V,D) K Burke 4-9-7 D Tudhope
6 (8) 06202 MITCHUM 80 (V) R Barr 5-9-6 D Swift
7 (14) 10504 AD VITAM 42 (T,P,D) S France 6-9-3 J Butterfield (5)
8 (4) 32010 STREET BOSS 10 (B,D) Jedd O'Keeffe 3-9-3 R Kennemore
9 (2) -5502 SMART ALEC 14 G A Swinbank 3-9-1 D Fentiman
10(10) 2-600 MOSS HILL 8 J Ward 5-8-13 J Haynes (3)
11 (3) 52564 VIKING WARRIOR 8 (CD) Shaun Harris 7-8-13 J Hart
12 (9) 04002 THRUST CONTROL 8 (P,CD) Miss T Waggott 7-8-12 J Fanning
13(13) 000-0 MISS REBERO 4 T Fitzgerald 4-8-11 J Garritty (5)
14(15) 06342 BENIDORM 4 (E) Richard Guest 6-8-10 D Silva (5)
15 (7) 02602 SLINGSBY 6 (B) M W Easterby 3-8-9 G Gibbons

3-1 La Havrese, 13-2 Thrust Control, 15-2 Smart Alec, 9-1 Mitchell, Viking
Warrior, 10-1 Gaelic Wizard, Secret City, 11-1 others.

Bet of the day

Izzthatright (6.40 Catterick)
Won over course and distance last
month and was good second latest

Blinkered first time: Catterick 6.10 Sabbra Cadabra, Regal
Accolade. 8.15 Mitchell. Newbury 2.50 Solo Hunter.
Newmarket 8.05 Front Page News.

Results and scoreboards

Football
Vanarama Conference
Eastleigh (0) 1 Aldershot (0) 0
Wright 90+4 1,914

Athletics
European Championships
Zurich: Men: 200m: Final qualifiers: 1, A Gemili
(GB) 20.23sec; 2, C Lemaitre (Fr) 20.26; 3, S
Smelyk (Ukr) 20.32; 4, D Marani (It) 20.36; 5, R
Guliyev (Tur) 20.38, 6, C Martina (Neth) 20.40;
7, L-S Tsakonas (Gr) 20.40; equal 8, J Ellington
(GB)andKZalewski (Pol)20.52.Didnotqualify:
11, D Talbot (GB) 20.62. 110m hurdles: Final: 1,
S Shubenkov (Russ) 13.19; 2, W Sharman (GB)
13.27; 3, D Bascou (Fr) 13.28; 4, P Martinot-La-
garde (Fr) 13.29; 5, B Baji (Hun) 13.29; 6, P Svo-
boda (Cz) 13.63; 7, A Noga (Pol) 14.25. 3,000m
steeplechase: Final: 1, M Mekhissi-Benabbad
(Fr) 8min 25.30sec; 2, Y Kowal (Fr) 8:26.66; 3, K
Zalewski (Pol) 8:27.11; 4, A Mullera (Sp)
8:29.16; 5, S Martos (Sp) 8:30.08. Triple jump:
Final: 1, B Compaore (Fr) 17.46m; 2, L Adams
(Russ) 17.09; 3, A Fyodorov (Russ) 17.04; 4, Y
Rapinier (Fr) 17.01; 5, M Oprea (Rom) 16.94.
Women: 200m: Final qualifiers: 1, D Schippers
(Neth)22.48; 2,MSoumare (Fr)22.56; 3,DAsh-
er-Smith (GB) 22.61; 4, J Williams (GB) 22.90;
5, B Williams (GB) 22.91; 6, M Kambundji
(Switz) 22.94; 7, H-M Latvala (Fin) 22.98.
800m: Final qualifiers: 1, M Arzamasova (Bela)
2:00.36; 2, J Jozwik (Pol) 2:00.58; 3, S Rogozina
(Russ) 2:00.83; 4, E Mirela Lavric (Rom)
2:01.24; 5, L Sharp (GB) 2:01.32; 6, E Poistogova
(Russ) 2:01.45; 7, J Judd (GB) 2:01.53; 8, V
Stambolova (Bul) 2:01.59. 400m hurdles: Final
qualifiers: 1, E Child (GB) 54.71; 2, H Titimets
(Ukr) 54.90; 3, D Rosolova (Cz) 54.96; 4, A
Dauwens (Bel) 55.63; 5, I Davydova (Russ)
55.69; 6, J Linkiewicz (Pol) 55.89; 7, VRudakova
(Russ) 55.98; 8, Y Pedroso (It) 56.07. 20km race
walk: Final: 1, E Alembekova (Russ) 1hr 27min
56sec; 2, L Olyanovska (Ukr) 1:28:07; 3, A Dra-
hotova (Cz) 1:28:08; 4, V Sokolova (Russ)
1:28:24; 5, E Giorgi (It) 1:28:28; 6, A Cabecinha
(Pol) 1:28:40; 7, A Palmisano (It) 1:28:43; 8, B
Pascual (Sp) 1:29:2; 9, H Drabenia (Bela)
1:29:39; 10, RGonzález (Sp) 1:30:03.Pole vault:
Final: 1, ASidorova (Russ) 4.65m; 2, E Stefanidi
(Gr) 4.60; 3, A Zhuk-Krasnova (Russ) 4.60; 4, L
Ryzih (Ger) 4.60; 5, A Bengtsson (Swe) 4.45.
Javelin: Final: 1, B Spotakova (Cz) 64.41m; 2, T
Jelaca (Serbia) 64.21; 3, L Stahl (Ger) 63.91; 4,
M Palameika (Lat) 62.04; 5, T Khaladovich (Be-
la) 61.66; 6, M Ratej (Slovenia) 61.58; 7, C Hus-
song (Ger) 59.29; 8, G Sayers (GB) 58.33. Hep-
tathlon: Leading overall positions (after four
events): 1, N Thiam (Bel) 3,851pts; 2, C Schäfer
(Ger)3,845; 3,NBroersen (Neth)3,841; 4,ANa-
na Djimou (Fr) 3,793; 5, A Mokhnyuk
(Ukr)3,790.

Cricket
Second Test match
Sri Lanka v Pakistan
Colombo (first day of five; Sri Lanka won toss):
Sri Lanka have scored 261 for eight wickets
against Pakistan
Sri Lanka: First Innings
W U Tharanga c Ali b Riaz 92
J K Silva c Ahmed b J Khan 41
K C Sangakkara b Riaz 22
D P M D Jayawardena lbw b Ajmal 4
*A D Mathews c Ahmed b Riaz 39
H D R L Thirimanne c Ahmed b J Khan 20
†D P D N Dickwella lbw b J Khan 24
M D K Perera lbw b J Khan 0
K T G D Prasad not out 4
Extras (b 4, lb 6, nb 5) 15
Total (8 wkts, 85.1 overs) 261
HMR K B Herath and UWMB C AWelegedara
to bat.
Fall ofwickets:1-79,2-144,3-167,4-177,5-215,
6-249, 7-249, 8-261.
Bowling: J Khan 21-5-69-4; Riaz 16.1-2-66-3;
Rehman 19-4-49-0; Ajmal 29-4-67-1.
Pakistan: Khurram Manzoor, Ahmed Shehzad,
Azhar Ali, Younis Khan, *Misbah-ul-Haq, Asad
Shafiq, †Sarfraz Ahmed, Abdur Rehman, Saeed
Ajmal, Wahab Riaz, Junaid Khan.
Umpires: I JGould (England)andRK Illingworth
(England).

Tourmatch:HampshirevSriLankaA
Ageas Bowl (Sri Lanka A won toss): No result
Sri Lanka A (balls)
M D Gunathilleke not out 48 (58)
P B B Rajapaksa c Porter b Nugent 6 (9)
†L D Chandimal not out 28 (41)
Extras (lb 1, w 1) 2
Total (1 wkt, 18 overs) 84
*SMAPriyanjan, DASGunaratne, P C deSilva,
P A R P Perera, S Prasanna, P V D Chameera, M
V T Fernando and P L M Jayaratne did not bat.
Fall of wicket: 1-24.
Bowling: King 5-1-19-0; Nugent 4-0-15-1; Barber
4-0-28-0;Robinson4-0-17-0;Brathwaite1-0-4-0.
Hampshire: S P Terry, M J Porter, *J S Gatting,
†MD Bates, O E Robinson, D J Balcombe, RMR
Brathwaite, M J King, J M Foley, T M Nugent, T
E Barber.
Umpires: M J D Bodenham and S J O’Shaugh-
nessy.

Royal London Cup: Group A
Lancashire v Northamptonshire
Emirates Old Trafford (Lancashire Lightning
won toss): Northants Steelbacks (2pts) beat
Lancashire Lightning by 19 runs (D/L method)
Northants Steelbacks (balls)
R E Levi c Reece b Clark 68 (43)
J M Kettleborough c Parry b Clark 26 (34)
*K J Coetzer c Griffiths b Parry 11 (27)

A M Rossington c Horton b Parry 17 (27)
†B M Duckett c Griffiths b Croft 5 (10)
M N W Spriegel c Horton b Procter 17 (38)
R I Keogh c and b Parry 15 (19)
G G White not out 21 (31)
M A Chambers b White 1 (5)
M L Turner not out 4 (6)
Extras (lb 3, w 12) 15
Total (8 wkts, 40 overs) 200
M Azharullah did not bat.
Fall ofwickets:1-87,2-100,3-125,4-131,5-136,
6-158, 7-175, 8-186.
Bowling: Griffiths 8-0-41-0; White 5-0-38-1;
Procter 4-0-20-1; Clark 7-0-46-2; Parry 8-0-
23-3; Croft 8-1-29-1.
Lancashire (balls)
U T Khawaja not out 23 (22)
L M Reece c Rossington b Chambers 7 (11)
K R Brown c Levi b Chambers 4 (9)
*P J Horton b Chambers 0 (1)
S J Croft not out 11 (18)
Extras (w 2) 2
Total (3 wkts, 10.1 overs) 47
J Clark, †A L Davies, L A Procter, W A White,
S D Parry and G T Griffiths did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-25, 3-25.
Bowling: Spriegel 4-0-13-0; Chambers 5-0-
29-3; Azharullah 1.1-0-5-0.
Umpires: M R Benson and R J Evans.
Leicestershire v Worcestershire
Leicester (Leicestershire Foxes won toss):
Leicestershire Foxes (2pts) beat Worcester-
shire by 16 runs (D/L Method)
Worcestershire (balls)
*D K H Mitchell c Ireland b Shreck 41 (70)
T Köhler-Cadmore b Freckingham 6 (25)
T C Fell c O’Brien b Thakor 73 (61)
R A Whiteley b Thakor 22 (12)
G M Andrew b Shreck 1 (2)
A N Kervezee c Freckingham b Thakor 0 (2)
†O B Cox c Shreck b Thakor 6 (6)
J Leach not out 27 (16)
S H Choudhry c Wells b Ireland 3 (6)
C A J Morris c Wells b Freckingham 4 (5)
C J Russell not out 1 (1)
Extras (lb 2, w 12, nb 4) 18
Total (9 wkts, 34 overs) 202
Fall ofwickets:1-18,2-122,3-149,4-159,5-161,
6-166, 7-173, 8-183, 9-190.
Bowling: Shreck 7-2-26-2; Ireland 7-0-41-1;
Freckingham 6-0-38-2; Styris 6-0-27-0; Thakor
6-0-49-4; Redfern 2-0-19-0.
Leicestershire Foxes (balls)
A J Robson c Andrew b Leach 13 (21)
†N J O’Brien b Morris 23 (21)
G P Smith not out 34 (30)
M A G Boyce not out 9 (22)
Extras (b 4, lb 5, w 5) 14
Total (2 wkts, 15.4 overs) 93
D J Redfern, S J Thakor, *S B Styris, T J Wells,
A J Ireland, C E Shreck and OH Freckingham did
not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-37, 2-45.

Bowling: Morris 5-1-19-1; Russell 4-0-35-0;
Leach 4.4-1-25-1; Whiteley 2-0-5-0.
Umpires: N G B Cook and N G C Cowley.
Group B: Durham v Surrey
Emirates Durham (Durham won toss): Durham
(2pts) beat Surrey by five wickets
Surrey (balls)
S M Davies c Breese b Jennings 56 (65)
T M Dilshan b Hastings 17 (21)
V S Solanki c Muchall b Collingwood 14 (37)
R J Burns st Mustard b Breese 10 (23)
*†G C Wilson c Mustard b Collingwood7 (23)
Azhar Mahmood c Mustard b Coughlin34 (37)
A Kapil not out 43 (53)
D P Sibley not out 4 (10)
Extras (lb 1, w 3) 4
Total (6 wkts, 44.5 overs) 189
F O E van den Bergh, G A Edwards and J RWin-
slade did not bat.
Fallofwickets:1-36,2-71,3-91,4-108,5-108,6-177.
Bowling: Rushworth 6-1-34-0; Coughlin 7-1-
34-1; Hastings 7.5-0-28-1; Breese 10-0-54-1;
Collingwood 10-2-25-2; Jennings 3-1-9-1;
Borthwick 1-0-4-0.
Durham (balls)
*M D Stoneman c Sibley b Azhar 2 (5)
†P Mustard b Edwards 27 (25)
C S MacLeod c Wilson b Azhar 1 (4)
S G Borthwick b Dilshan 25 (32)
K K Jennings c Edwards b Winslade 70 (67)
P D Collingwood not out 62 (56)
J W Hastings not out 0 (0)
Extras (lb 2, w 2) 4
Total (5 wkts, 31.3 overs) 191
G JMuchall, G R Breese, P Coughlin and C Rush-
worth did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-11, 3-43, 4-69, 5-185.
Bowling: Sagar 6-1-39-2; Edwards 7-0-29-1;
Winslade 6.3-0-61-1; Dilshan 6-0-34-1; van den
Bergh 6-0-26-0.
Umpires: S C Gale and G D Lloyd.
Glamorgan v Warwickshire
Swansea (Warwickshire won toss): Warwick-
shire (2pts) beat Glamorgan by seven wickets
(D/L Method)
Glamorgan (balls)
J A Rudolph st Ambrose b Patel 57 (77)
J Allenby b Gordon 35 (37)
G P Rees c Ambrose b Clarke 4 (10)
M W Goodwin c Jones b Javid 52 (42)
C B Cooke st Ambrose b Javid 29 (32)
G G Wagg c Porterfield b Javid 10 (10)
D L Lloyd c Clarke b Hannon-Dalby 11 (14)
*†M A Wallace not out 13 (10)
A G Salter not out 3 (2)
Extras (b 4, lb 2, w 5) 11
Total (7 wkts, 39 overs) 225
D A Cosker and M G Hogan did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-47, 2-60, 3-136, 4-163, 5-189,
6-200, 7-216.
Bowling: Clarke 9-2-32-1; Hannon-Dalby 6-0-
33-1; Gordon 5-0-22-1; Jones 4-0-30-0; Patel
8-0-54-1; Javid 7-0-48-3.

Warwickshire (balls)
*V Chopra not out 39 (26)
W T S Porterfield c Salter b Cosker 17 (8)
L J Evans c Cooke b Cosker 12 (10)
R Clarke run out 6 (4)
A Javid not out 3 (3)
Extras (b 2, lb 1, w 10) 13
Total (3 wkts, 8.3 overs) 90
I J L Trott, †T RAmbrose, J S Patel, R O Gordon,
O J Hannon-Dalby and R A Jones did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-23, 2-54, 3-61.
Bowling: Hogan 1.3-0-26-0; Allenby 1-0-9-0;
Cosker 2-0-19-2; Salter 1-0-12-0; Wagg 2-0-
8-0; Lloyd 1-0-13-0.
Umpires: M Burns and P Willey.

Middlesex v Notts Outlaws
Lord’s (Middlesex Panthers won toss): Notts
Outlaws (2pts) beat Middlesex Panthers 77
runs (D/L method)
Notts Outlaws (balls)
M J Lumb c Rogers b Roland-Jones 81 (104)
A D Hales c Dexter b Malan 141 (96)
*J W A Taylor not out 100 (55)
S R Patel not out 37 (15)
Extras (lb 3, w 6) 9
Total (2 wkts, 45 overs) 368
M HWessels, J E C Franklin, †C MW Read, S J
Mullaney, A Shahzad, L J Fletcher and H F Gur-
ney did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-217, 2-246.
Bowling: Harris 9-0-87-0; Roland-Jones 9-1-
50-1; Podmore 8-0-87-0; Patel 8-0-69-0; Dexter
9-0-53-0; Malan 2-0-19-1.
Middlesex Panthers (balls)
P R Stirling c Wessels b Fletcher 1 (6)
D J Malan b Gurney 4 (5)
*E J G Morgan c Lumb b Franklin 19 (14)
R F Higgins b Gurney 0 (1)
N J Dexter c Franklin b Patel 7 (11)
C J L Rogers st Read b Patel 4 (10)
†J A Simpson c Franklin b Gurney 15 (14)
T S Roland-Jones c Gurney b Franklin 9 (5)
J A R Harris b Gurney 10 (13)
H W Podmore not out 1 (2)
R H Patel c Mullaney b Shahzad 0 (1)
Extras (lb 1, w 3, nb 6) 10
Total (13.3 overs) 80
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-8, 3-8, 4-38, 5-41, 6-45,
7-60, 8-79, 9-79.
Bowling:Gurney3-0-16-4;Fletcher2-0-7-1;Shah-
zad 2.3-0-15-1; Franklin 3-0-21-2; Patel 3-0-20-2.
Umpires: J H Evans and M A Gough.

Golf
European Tour Made in Denmark Danish Open
Himmerland Golf & Spa Resort, Aalborg: Lead-
ing first-roundscores (GreatBritain and Ireland
unless): 66: F Aguilar (Chile), T Bjorn (Den), B
Dredge. 69: T Olesen (Den). 70: Kim Si Hwan (S
Kor), R Kakko (Fin), D Gaunt (Aus), N Colsaerts
(Bel), SChowrasia (India), Peter Lawrie,AMar-
shall, P Archer, A Harto (Den). 71: S Kjeldsen
(Den), R Bland, P Sjoland (Swe), G Porteous,

M Korhonen (Fin), M Orum Madsen (Den), S
Wakefield, S Jamieson, J Carlsson (Swe), L
Slattery, E Grillo (Arg), D Drysdale, M Warren,
A Pavan (It), W Ormsby (Aus).

Rugby league
FirstUtility Super League:Hull KR14Wigan14.

Tennis
Western & Southern Open
Men: Second round:RFederer (Switz) bt V Pos-
pisil (Can) 7-6, 5-7, 6-2; M Cilic (Cro) bt F Ver-
dasco (Sp) 7-6, 7-6; D Ferrer (Sp) bt P
Kohlschreiber (Ger) 6-7, 7-6, 7-6; S Johnson
(US) bt E Gulbis (Lat) 6-4, 6-4; M Raonic (Can)
bt R Ginepri (US) 6-2, 6-2; G Monfils (Fr) bt R
Bautista-Agut (Sp) 6-4, 6-1.Third round: J Ben-
neteau (Fr) bt J Janowicz (Pol) 7-5, 6-1; S Wa-
wrinka (Switz) bt M Cilic (Cro) 3-6, 6-0, 6-1; F
Fognini (It) bt Lu Yen-hsun (Taiwan) 3-6, 6-3,
6-3; AMurray (GB) bt J Isner (US) 6-7, 6-4, 7-6;
T Robredo (Sp) bt N Djokovic (Serbia) 7-6, 7-5.
Women: Second round:A Ivanovic (Serbia) bt C
McHale (US) 6-4, 6-0; J Jankovic (Serbia) bt A
Beck (Ger) 6-1, 7-6; S Kuznetsova (Russ) bt E
Bouchard (Can) 6-4, 3-6, 6-2. Third round: SHa-
lep (Rom) bt L Safarova (Cz) 6-4, 7-5; S Willi-
ams (US) bt F Pennetta (It) 6-2, 6-2; E Svitolina
(Ukr) bt C Suárez-Navarro (Sp) 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Fixtures

Football
Scottish Championship: Falkirk v Rangers
(7.45).

Cricket
Fifth Investec Testmatch: KiaOval: First day of
five (11.0, 90 overs minimum): England v India.
LV= County Championship: First day of four
(11.0 unless stated, 96 overs minimum): First
division: Emirates Old Trafford: Lancashire v
Durham. Northampton: Northamptonshire v
Nottinghamshire (12.0). Taunton: Somerset v
Warwickshire. Scarborough: Yorkshire v Suss-
ex. Second division: Swansea: Glamorgan v
Essex. Canterbury: Kent v Hampshire. Leices-
ter: Leicestershire v Surrey (12.0). Worcester:
Worcestershire v Gloucestershire.
First women’s Test match: Wormsley: Third
day of four (11.0): England v India.

Rugby league
First Utility Super League (8.0): Salford v Cata-
lan Dragons; St Helens v Wakefield; Warring-
ton v Castleford.
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Murray advances with
‘big win’ over Isner
Tennis Andy Murray reached the
quarter-finals of the Western &
Southern Open in Cincinnati
after saving two match points
against John Isner, the big-hitting
American. The 2011 champion
lost a first-set tie-break, produced
the only break of the match to
take the second set and closed out
the match 6-7, 6-4, 7-6.
“It was a big win for me,”

Murray said. “He plays extremely
well here. Returning his serve,
especially his second serve, in
these conditions is very
challenging, so I did well to fight
back. I felt like I played a very
good match. I served well, I
moved well, I was hitting the ball
clean from the back of the court
and when I was challenged at the
end of the third set I responded
well. That’s important. It’s all
about winning right now, I don’t
really care how I play, I just try
and keep getting wins.”

Bjorn finds Cup form
Golf Thomas Bjorn overcame
windy conditions on home soil to
make the perfect start to his bid
to seal a Ryder Cup place. Bjorn,
43, has not played in the biennial
contest since 2002 but victory in
the inaugural Made In Denmark
tournament in the Himmerland
Golf and Spa Resort would
guarantee a place in the Europe
side for Gleneagles next month.
The world No24 duly delivered in
the opening round, carding a
flawless 66 to share the lead with
Felipe Aguilar, of Chile, and
Bradley Dredge, of Wales, on five
under par.

Contador to ride Vuelta
Cycling Alberto Contador, who
was forced out of the Tour de
France with a broken shinbone,
intends to start the Tour of Spain
after all. At the end of last month,
the Spaniard had ruled himself
out of the Vuelta a España, which
begins on August 23 in Jerez. “I’ve
been riding the bike for ten days
and yesterday was the first day I
could climb a mountain pass
without knee pain,” the leader of
the Tinkoff-Saxo team said
yesterday. “That excites me,
motivates me and has led me to
make the decision to ride the
Tour of Spain.”

Sharman has to
settle for silver
as lead again
escapes grasp
Repeat of Glasgow slip costs British hurdler

Gold continues to eludeWilliam Shar-
man. Two weeks ago, at the Common-
wealth Games, a slight stumble after
clipping a hurdle late on saw him have
to settle for silver behindAndrewRiley,
of Jamaica. Last night, in Zurich, the
same happened. Sharman seemed des-
tined for gold until two costly errors.
With Pascal Martinot-Lagarde, the

favourite fromFrance, beaten after act-
ing like a wrecking ball to the course,
Sharman surged clear. But he clipped
the seventh hurdle and caught the
eighth with his leading foot, allowing

Sergey Shubenkov, of Russia, to take
the gold, in 13.18sec, with Sharman
stuck with silver on 13.26, 0.1sec slower
than thepersonal best hehad run in the
semi-final.
“It’s mixed emotions because I knew

Iwas in the lead, I knewwhere Shuben-
kov is good and I knew where I was
stronger and I didn’t expect to be in the
lead in the middle section,” Sharman
said. “I couldhave donemore and that’s
why I was gutted.
“Going into this, Iwasabronzemedal

hopeful, but thegood thing is thatwe’ve
been working on improving my abso-
lute time so that if I do make a mistake
in the final I can still come away with a
medal.”
There was disappointment for Law-

rence Clarke, who made the final but
was then forced to pull out after injur-
ing a hamstring, but there was some
consolation forMartinot-Lagarde,who
claimed thebronzemedal, afterDimitri
Bascou, his fellow Frenchman, was dis-
qualified from third.
The biggest controversy of the night

camewith the disqualificationofMahi-
edine Mekhissi-Benabbad, of France,
who was such an easy winner of the
3,000metres steeplechase that he took
his vest off entering the straight and
jumped the last fence holding it in his
teeth. His team-mate, Yoann Kowal,
was promoted to first, although an
appeal has been lodged against the
disqualification.
GoldieSayershadalreadydonemore

than her bit, inspiring the rest of the
Great Britain team to their greatest
start in the history of the European
Championships. Maybe it was hoping
for toomuch for her to be able finally to
claim a gold medal of her own.
JoPaveyandTiffanyPorter both said

that they were inspired to gold medals

after hearing Sayers give her team cap-
tain’s speech on Monday. “Goldie told
us to run thismeeting as if it’s your last,”
Porter said. “Sometimes you can forget
how blessed we really are and how
great this opportunity is and just
sometimes take it for granted. I just
used her advice and it really helped.”
With three elbow surgeries behind

her, the javelin thrower, 32, has long
competed with the realisation that the
end could come at any moment. She
has been trying to win a leading senior

medal for Great Britain since the
Athens Olympic Games a decade ago,
coming closest at the Beijing Olympic
Games, where she finished fourth,
28cm short of a place on the podium.
After missing all of last season, this

was always a tough task. Sayers’s first
throw of 55.81 left her in 11th. Her third
throw of 58.33 pulled her up to eighth
and earned her three more goes,
although she failed to improve.Barbora
Spotakova, the Olympic champion
from the Czech Republic, won with

Athletics
Ron Lewis Athletics Correspondent
Zurich

Playing her part: Sayers came eighth
in the javelin final, down on her best

Head to head: Shubenkov contests the lead with Sharman, the Russian winning
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Injury forces
Woods out of
consideration
for Ryder Cup
Golf
Alex Lowe

The worst season of Tiger Woods’s
career reached its inevitableconclusion
yesterday when the former world No1
ruled himself out of contention for a
place in the Ryder Cup.
Woods did not qualify for TomWat-

son’s team and the issue over whether
he shouldbeawardedoneof threewild-
card places, given his lack of form and
back injuries, had become a distraction
for the United States captain.
The decision was taken out of Wat-

son’s hands afterWoodswas advised by
doctors not to play until December.
Watson can now focus on monitoring
the form of the other leading candi-
dates in the FedEx Cup play-offs over
the next three weeks.
Watson will announce his selections

on September 2. The leading contend-
ers include RyanMoore, Keegan Brad-
ley, Brendan Todd, Ryan Palmer and
potentially Steve Stricker, who has
been named as a vice-captain.
Jason Dufner would normally be on

that list, but he was forced to withdraw
from the defence of his title at the
USPGA Championship last week with
a neck injury.
Watson also has concerns over Matt

Kuchar, the world No7, who pulled out
of theUSPGAwith a back injury, while
he is already without Dustin Johnson,
who has taken a leave of absence from
the sport.
Woods had surgery in March to

relieve a trapped nerve, which ruled
him out of the Masters and the US
Open. He finished 69th at the Open
Championship and missed the cut at
the USPGA after suffering from back
spasms, which had forced him to pull
out of the WGC-Bridgestone Invita-
tional the previous week.
“I’ve been told by my doctors and

trainer thatmybackmuscles need tobe
rehabilitated and healed,” he said.
“They’ve advised me not to play or
practise now. The US team and the
RyderCupmean toomuch tomenot to
be able to give it my best.”
Woods has missed only one Ryder

Cup since his debut in 1997.His absence
in 2008 coincidedwith the only victory
by the US in the past six matches.

Today’s watching brief

Christine Ohuruogu
A European Championships medal is
missing from the collection of the
former Olympic and double world
champion. Some believe that she is
in better form than she has been
letting on before today’s 400
metres final. 6.10pm

Jodie Williams
Any one of the three British women
in tonight’s 200 metres final could
win a medal. Jodie Williams, who
won a silver medal at the
Commonwealth Games, looks on
the verge of something special.
7.25pm

Matthew Hudson-Smith
The 19-year-old has looked super-
cool on his way to tonight’s 400
metres final, where his main
opposition is likely to come from
Martyn Rooney, his senior team-
mate. 5.50pm
Words by Ron Lewis

64.41. “The overwhelming feeling is
frustration,” Sayers said. “My arm felt
fine, I felt I had a big throw in me, but I
just couldn’t get it out.
“I put a lot intomy speech,maybe too

much and I didn’t have enough
emotional energy for today.”
There could be amedal rush tonight,

with Matthew Hudson-Smith and
Martyn Rooney likely to contest the
400 metres gold medal and fine medal
chances in both themen’s and women’s
200 metres. Adam Gemili ran the fast-

est time, 20.23, in the men’s semi-finals
last night despite slowing noticeably in
the final strides, while Jodie Williams,
Bianca Williams and Dina Asher-
Smith are all in the women’s final.
Itwas quite aday forAsher-Smith, 18,

as she learnt that she had the required
grades to study history at King’s Col-
lege, London, in themorning andbroke
KathyCook’s 35-year-oldBritish junior
record with a run of 22.61 in the even-
ing. “I really just couldn’t have asked for
much more out of this day,” Asher-

Smith said. It was a rest day for Mo
Farah, whowill be expected towin gold
on Sunday in the 5,000 metres to go
with the 10,000 metres gold he won on
Wednesday. “It’s nice to be back on the
track,” he said. “If you give me that or
the marathon, I choose track every
day.”
He also confirmed that he is fully

recovered after his recent health scare.
“I’m fine, back to normal,” he said. “I’ve
still got stitches inmy ear [fromhis fall],
other than that I feel good.”
Barringmishaps, EilidhChild looks a

certainty for a medal and is a worthy
favourite for gold in tomorrow’s
400metres hurdles final and was fast-
est in last night’s semi-final in 54.71.
Lynsey Sharp gave a masterclass of
front-running to win her semi-final in
the 800 metres and will be joined by
Jessica Judd in tomorrow’s final.
Last night was the end of the road for

AndyTurner, whowon 110metres hur-
dles gold at the European Champion-
ships and Commonwealth Games in
2010, although injuries probably cost
him greater glory. The 33-year-old
bowed out in the semi-finals and, while
this was his last championships, he said
that he had one burning ambition
before hehangs uphis spikes. “Iwant to
try long jump,”Turner said. “It hasbeen
burning at me for years. I did it at 16, I
beat Chris Tomlinson and I jumped
7.23. I’m not saying I will jump far.”
But what if he does jump far? “Then

you will see me next year.”

Medals table

Gold Silver Bronze Total
1, Great Britain 4 2 2 8
2, France 3 5 2 10
3, Russia 3 2 5 10
4, Germany 2 0 2 4
5, Spain 1 1 1 3
6, Czech Republic 1 0 1 2
7, Belarus 1 0 0 1
= Netherlands 1 0 0 1
9, Serbia 0 2 0 2
10, Poland 0 1 2 3
11, Estonia 0 1 0 1
= Greece 0 1 0 1
= Ukraine 0 1 0 1
14, Turkey 0 0 1 1

after the Briton hit the seventh and eighth hurdles, which he felt cost him the chance to be crowned European champion

MATTHEW LEWIS/GETTY IMAGES
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Carroll absence forces
Allardyce to spend
Sam Allardyce, the West Ham
United manager, has urged his
players to step up to the plate in
the absence of Andy Carroll.
Allardyce is forced to plan for
another raft of opening fixtures
without his £15million striker
after Carroll injured an ankle on a
pre-season tour to New Zealand.
Allardyce has added Mauro

Zárate, below, from Velez Sarsfield
as well as Enner Valencia — a £12
million buy from Pachuca who
scored three goals for Ecuador at
the World Cup — to his squad but
Allardyce said: “Losing [Carroll]
again is a big loss and we’re trying
to find another player with the
quality to come and join us. These
things are set to test us.”

Upson injury mystery
Matthew Upson, the former
England defender now at
Leicester City, will miss the first
three months of the new season,
but his new manager is unable to
explain how his ankle injury
occurred. The 35-year-old arrived
from Brighton & Hove Albion on
a free transfer this summer but
has been forced to have surgery,
ruling him out for three months.
Nigel Pearson, his manager, said:
“It was an injury that happened
somewhere between last season
and pre-season.”

Dyche unafraid of sack
Sean Dyche, below, insists that he
is not concerned about the trend
for struggling Premier League
clubs to sack their managers
should Burnley find life tough in
the top flight. “I have been sacked
once, which is good, and I don’t
fear it,” said the 43-year-old, who
led the team to promotion from
the Sky Bet Championship in his
first full season in charge. “There
is an obvious realism here. The
club had to sell Charlie Austin last
year because they have to make it
work.”

Celtic retain place
Celtic held on to their
controversial Champions League
place yesterday as Uefa rejected
an appeal from Legia Warsaw
over their dramatic exit from the
competition. Legia had mauled
the Scottish champions 4-1 in the
first leg of their third qualifying
round in Warsaw, and beaten
them 2-0 in the second leg, but
the Polish club were removed
from the competition by Uefa for
fielding an ineligible player,
Bartosz Bereszynski, in the
second leg in Edinburgh.

Pochettino accepts that he has to win his Spurs
Gary Jacob

Mauricio who? It was a reasonable
questionwhen Southampton plucked a
manager out of thin air last year, but
MauricioPochettino says that heneeds
to hit the ground running just as quick-
ly after taking charge of Tottenham
Hotspur.
The Argentinian said that he will

make no excuses if his side fail to get off
to a fast start this season, despite the
need for the squad to adjust to his
technical demands.
Louis van Gaal, who took over at

Manchester United last month, said
that he expected his players to take
threemonths to learn his system, while
other new managers use the honey-
moon period as sanctuary from poor
results.
Pochettino’s side are undefeated in

five pre-season friendlies, but that will
count fornothingwhenhe takes charge

of his first league match away to West
Ham United tomorrow.
“I don’t demand time,” Pochettino

said. “We understand that football is in
the present. It is difficult to take time.
The media received me [at Southamp-
ton] like ‘who is Pochettino?’ but one
year and a half after, I am here.
“We need to improve and learn

quickly, for sure. After that we need to
get results.My focus is the first gameon
Saturday. It’s only to work hard every
day, to build and improve every player
in the squad. After all in football, the
result manages your career and deci-
sions, because we need to win.”
He said that he has put all the pres-

sure on himself and is unconcerned
that Daniel Levy, his Tottenham chair-
man, is seemingly obsessed by qualify-
ing for the Champions League. Levy
handedAndré Villas-Boas the target of
finishing in the top four but has made
no such demand on his new coach.

“The club and the chairman do not
put any pressure onme or any challen-
ges for me to achieve something,” he
said. “Wehaveaverygood relationship.
I do not worry about that. I know the
business in football. I knowthatyou live
by the result, you need to get results. If

not, you put yourself in difficulties.”
After the controversial dismissal of
Nigel Adkins, Pochettino faced differ-
ent demands when he took over at
Southampton, whom he led to eighth
place in his first full season in charge in
May. “I am not a manager that reads a
lot or listens to television a lot,” he said.

“If you know me, the first day in
Southampton,andnow,afterayearand
a half, I am the same. It’s true that
Tottenham are a big club, with more
repercussions [for failure], and we put
pressure on ourselves. But I don’t feel
pressure from outside.”
Pochettino is likely to switch

between 4-2-3-1 and 4-3-3, in which he
would use Roberto Soldado and
Emmanuel Adebayor in attack.
“Sometimesweplaywith twostrikers

and sometimes with one in the same
game, but always with the same philos-
ophy,” he said. “We need to be protago-
nists and always press high, work hard
and be a dynamic team. We have time
for all the players to show and play.”
JanVertonghen, theBelgiumdefend-

er, has a chance of playing tomorrow,
while Harry Kane, the striker, 21, has
been rewarded with a five-year con-
tract after progressing to the first team
last season.

Palace given cause to be sad all over
as storm rages with imperfect timing
Oliver Kay
Commentary

chief football
correspondent

E
ven in the happiest
moments, beaming as he
jogged down the touchline
at Selhurst Park, “Glad All
Over” ringing in his ears, it

was hard not to see Tony Pulis’s
tenure at Crystal Palace as a
marriage of convenience. Few
imagined, though, that it would
disintegrate as quickly or as
dramatically as this.
Pulis’s departure last night is not

merely a blow to Palace in advance
of their opening Barclays Premier
League fixture away to Arsenal
tomorrow evening. It is a
development that will send
reverberations through the league.
Hitherto anxious chairmen will be
wondering whether Palace have re-
emerged as part of the relegation
equation. They might also consider
that Pulis is a ready-made firefighter
if their team starts the season
poorly. Accordingly, managers such
as Paul Lambert and Sam Allardyce
might feel as if the pressure on them
has grown at Aston Villa and West
Ham United respectively.
These are all potential after-

effects of the storm that suddenly
engulfed Selhurst Park last night.
For Palace, though, the concerns are
more immediate. Since Pulis’s
arrival on November 23, they have
performed like a competent, mid-
table Premier League club, going
from hopelessly adrift at the bottom
of the table to 11th last May. Now,
without the man who effected that
remarkable turnaround, winning
the Manager of the Year award in
the process, the mood around
Palace, in the dressing-room and in
the stands, threatens to change
dramatically.
What is undeniable is that the

mood had already soured internally.
From an early stage, relations were
strained between Steve Parish, the
chairman, and Pulis when it came to
transfer policy. When Parish was
urging caution in the transfer
market last January, warning that
budgets had already been stretched

to the limit, Pulis wanted the
signings that he believed would keep
Palace up.
Four deadline-day signings —

Wayne Hennessey, Scott Dann, Joe
Ledley, Jason Puncheon and Tom
Ince on loan — added to the
momentum that Pulis had already
brought, with Palace ultimately
staying up with plenty to spare.
This summer Pulis wanted to push

on. More than anything — certainly
more than a permanent deal for
Wilfried Zaha — he wanted to sign
Connor Wickham from Sunderland.

Parish preferred to switch attention
from Wickham to Zaha, previously
a loan signing, and relations
deteriorated rapidly from there.
Unquestionably it will sound
precious on Pulis’s part, as if he is
the only manager to be urged to sign
one player rather than another, but
Parish’s wisdom in antagonising
Pulis in pushing for the Zaha deal,
presumably seduced by the
“prodigal son” factor, has to be
questioned.
Parish got it right last autumn in

settling for Pulis, after much

deliberation, as a replacement for
Ian Holloway — a decision that
looks easy with hindsight but was
not quite so straightforward at the
time. The challenge now is to get it
right again.
Malky Mackay would be an

obvious target, given his links with
Iain Moody, the head of
recruitment, whom he worked
alongside at Cardiff City. Mackay
would be a decent appointment, but
Pulis, at Palace and indeed at Stoke,
at least until the final year or so,
performed exceptionally.

Nothing to shout about: Pulis’s departure will be greeted with consternation by the fans and alarm by other managers

Pochettino did well
in just one season
at Southampton

LAURENCE GRIFFITHS/GETTY IMAGES
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Hull seek Deeney to replace £12m Long

Hull City are expected to step up
their pursuit of Troy Deeney after
Shane Long completed a deal worth
up to £12million to move to
Southampton yesterday.
Deeney scored for Watford in their

opening-day victory in the Sky Bet
Championship over Bolton
Wanderers, starting where he left off
last season, when he struck 25 times.
Leicester City have had a £7.5million
bid rejected for Deeney, while
Burnley and Queens Park Rangers
are also interested.
The other, less likely, option for

Steve Bruce, the Hull manager, is to
return to Sunderland to try to sign
Steven Fletcher after having a bid
turned down for the Scotland striker
in January before he signed Long and
Nikica Jelavic.
Hull paid up to £7million for Long,

who scored four times in his 15 league
matches last season. He signed a four-
year deal at Southampton, where he
joins Graziano Pelle, the striker who
also arrived this summer. Dani
Osvaldo and Rickie Lambert, also
strikers, have left the club.
Southampton have also signed

Florin Gardos, the Romania defender,
for about £6million from Steaua
Bucharest and he will replace Dejan
Lovren, who moved to Liverpool.
Ronald Koeman, the manager,

suggested that Southampton, rather
than him, had scouted Gardos.
“Everybody knows the big names
and the big players, but it’s always
more difficult to find one who’s not so

well known and the information the
club has given to me about him has
been very good,” Koeman said.
“We have a very good central
defender. Shane Long brings ambition

and a great mentality. He’s always
running and always working, and he’s
very down to earth. He’s a great
person, and we need that type of
player.”

6Nicklas Bendtner, the striker who
left Arsenal this month, is expected to
sign for Wolfsburg. The Denmark
striker also attracted interest from
Aston Villa. The German club failed
to sign Romelu Lukaku and explored
the possibility of bringing in
Fernando Torres, the Chelsea striker.

6Zenit St Petersburg have signed Javi
García from Manchester City for
£12million after the midfielder had a
medical with the Russian club last
night. García, 27, was signed by
Roberto Mancini but was never a
regular player under Manuel
Pellegrini. Zenit, coached by André
Villas-Boas, also signed Ezequiel
Garay, the Argentina defender, and
have been interested in Sandro, the
Tottenham Hotspur midfielder. City
have allowed Karim Rekik, the
defender, to join PSV Eindhoven.

6Pablo Hernández has left Swansea
City to join Al-Arabi, the Qatar club,
for an undisclosed fee. The south
Wales club are in talks with Timothee
Kolodziejczak, the Nice left back, 22,
whose proposed move to West Ham
United collapsed over agent’s fees.

6Olympiacos’s offer to take
Konstantinos Mitroglou on loan for
£1million falls short of the demands
of Fulham, who want £2.5million for
a temporary deal. The Greece
striker believes that a Barclays
Premier League club could try to sign
him on loan in the final week of the
transfer window.

Gary Jacob

Shooting star: Deeney shows the prowess that has attracted Hull during Watford’s 3-0 win over Bolton last Saturday

GETTY IMAGES
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Roberto Martínez has dismissed sug-
gestions that Chelsea have been given
first option to sign Ross Barkley in
return for allowing Romelu Lukaku
and Christian Atsu tomove to Everton.
In the past 12 months, Everton have

signed Lukaku, first on a season-long
loan, then on a permanent transfer
costing a club-record £28million, and
Atsu, in another temporary deal that
was finalised on Wednesday, and
althoughMartínez admits that his club
are benefiting from “a good relation-
ship” with Chelsea, he maintains that
there are no strings attached.
“No, no.Not at all,” theEvertonman-

ager said when asked if Chelsea had
secured an option on Barkley as part of
the Lukaku andAtsu transactions. “We
have a good relationship and a profes-
sional relationshipandIwant tobelieve
that they [Chelsea] feel that they can
trust us in sending players out on loan.
“I don’t think that relationship goes

any further. The chairman [Bill Ken-
wright] has been instrumental on forg-
ing that relationshipmore thananyone.
He has developed that bridge between
the two clubs and there is a possibility
forboth touse it inagoodway, but there
is no commitment in any sort of future
deals.”
Chelsea have a longstanding interest

in Barkley, but Everton remain confi-
dent that the England midfielder con-
tinues tobelieve thathis future lieswith
his boyhood club, particularly after he
signed a four-year contract towards the
end of last month.
A more likely reason for Chelsea’s

willingness to allow players to join
Everton on loan is their own need to
reduce the number of foreign players in
their squad toconformwithestablished
Premier League and Champions
League rules.
Oriol Romeu andMarkoMarin have

been allowed to leave Stamford Bridge
on loan in recentweeks asChelsea look
to reduce the number of foreign players
in their squad to the 17 permitted to be
registered.
Atsu, whowill spend thewhole of the

coming season with Everton, has now
followed suit, although the Ghana
winger insists that it was a failure to

prove himself, rather than his national-
ity, that precipitated his departure.
“It’snot impossible [foryoungplayers

to break through at Chelsea],” Atsu, 22,
said. “For me everything is possible. It
depends on me. I have to work hard in
everything, to get more playing time
here at Everton, to prove myself and
also tomove the team forward. Talking
about Chelsea’s first team, when the
season is done, then I will know what
can happen.
“For me, I think it depends on the

experience that I have and I haven’t
played in the Premier League before.
My situation is different. I need to get
experience in the Premier League
before I can become a playerwho starts

regularly for Chelsea. I spoke with José
Mourinho. I think it is best that I got
someexperienceon loanand thatwas a
decision that we all made together.
“I don’t knowwhat will happen. I am

justhere towork forEvertonand togive
my best for the club. Nobody promised
me any games to play in. I spoke with
the manager here and he didn’t tell me
that if I come to Everton I will play
straightaway. I know everything
depends on the player; the player has to
work hard before the manager can
choose him. There was no guaranteed
playing time.”
Martínez said: “Atsu is the kind of

player that you want to see involved
with the ball. I see a young man with

potential who is hungry to dowell. This
is a really goodopportunity forhim.We
want him to develop unforgettable
memories. I expect a little bit of an
adaptation period. I just feel that
because he has been working at a
Premier League club will make it [his
transition] smooth.”
Martínez is satisfied with Everton’s

transfer dealings this summer but
remains in the market for a centre
forward, with the possibility remaining
of Lacina Traoré being re-signed on
loan from Monaco.
Gerard Deulofeu, who spent last

season at Goodison Park, was another
potential target, but the winger is set to
join Seville on loan from Barcelona.

Martínez denies deal for Barkley
Tony Barrett

Agüero glad to extend City contract
Sergio Agüero, the Argentina striker,
has committed his long-term future to
Manchester City by signing a five-year
contract with the Premier League
champions. Agüero’s previous deal was
due to expire in 2017 but the newagree-
ment will keep him at the Etihad
Stadium until 2019.
Agüero is the third key City player to

agree a new contract in as many days,
after Vincent Kompany, the defender,
andDavidSilva, the forward,whomade
new five-year commitments earlier in
the week.
Agüero, who has 56 international

caps, joined City from Atletico Madrid
for £38million in 2011 but has been
courted byRealMadrid formuch of his
time in Manchester.
He said that he hoped signing a new

contract would help to demonstrate his
commitment to Manuel Pellegrini’s
team.
“The reality seems to be that, ever

since I came here, during every close
season, there have always been
rumours suggesting that I might be
returning to Spain,” Agüero said.
“There has always been this

speculation, but I certainly never pay
much attention to it.
“People hear this stuff flying around

and they take it seriously. I can tell the
fans and everyone at City to relax, I’m
going to be here until I see out my
contract.
“When the club made the offer of

another two years on my contract, I
said ‘yes’ because I am very happy and
content here.
“Let’s hope now from this season

onwardswe can continue to achievebig
things at the club.”
Agüero scored 17 goals in 20 appear-

ances in thePremierLeague last season
—and28 in34games in total—despite
missing much of the second half of the
campaign with calf and groin injuries.
He was also a member of the

Argentina squad that reached the
World Cup final in Brazil during the
summer.
He was allowed extra time off after

the tournament to rest and has been
put on a personal training schedule in
an effort to help him to steer clear of
injury.
“I gotbackhere lastweekand theaim

to beginwith is twoweeks of hardwork
to strengthen the legs and to get my
fitness right,” Agüero said.
“Right now I need that, because it’s

been a good while since I did even a
mini pre-season of at least a fortnight.
By the third week I’ll be fully 100 per
cent and ready to go.”

James McMath

Signing on: Agüero has told City fans
that he is committed to them despite
there being interest from other clubs
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Van Gaal’s bid
for Rojo stalls
after contract
row escalates
Oliver Kay
Chief Football Correspondent

Manchester United’s frantic search for
defensive reinforcements has encoun-
tered fresh turmoil amid a legal dispute
over the ownership of Marcos Rojo.
Having seen United miss out on

several leading transfer targets, Louis
van Gaal identified Rojo, the Sporting
Lisbon and Argentina defender, as a
priority as the club prepare to kick off
the new Barclays Premier League
seasonathome toSwanseaCity tomor-
row.Unitedhavemadea£16millionbid
but have been left frustrated by a row
between Sporting and the investment
fund that owns 75 per cent of Rojo’s
economic rights.
In addition to claiming that Doyen

Sports had conducted unauthorised
negotiations with other clubs, a Sport-
ing statementalsoaccusedNelioLucas,
the chief executive, of threatening last
summer that Rojo would “cause prob-
lems” if he was not sold.
Sporting announced the termination

of their arrangement with Doyen, who
respondedby threatening legalaction if
not paid money it claims to be owed
even if Rojo is not transferred. In a
statement, Doyen said that it “deplores
and firmly repudiates the false allega-

PETER BYRNE/PA

Getting shirty: Atsu holds up his shirt after signing a loan deal to join Everton from Chelsea in a one-year arrangement

6Paul Scholes, the former
Manchester United midfield
player, has backed the “mad
genius” of Louis van Gaal
to restore fear into the club’s
squad. “That is no bad thing,”
Scholes, a pundit for BT Sport this
season, said. “He looks a bit
crazy. One minute he’s hugging
someone and the next he is going
right off his head. They will
possibly not win the league this
season if they do not make any
signings. I was convinced he
needed to buy players. The
question is whether the others
can get their confidence back.”

tions in Sporting’s press release” and
“considers unacceptable Sporting’s
attempt to avoid its contractual obliga-
tions on the basis of fully ungrounded
nullities of contracts validly entered
into with Doyen Sports.”
Doyen added: “Sporting is entirely

within its rights not to transfer Marcos
Rojo, knowing that it only has to make
up for the fund under the terms and
deadlines contractually established.
We will not hesitate to use all legal
resources at ourdisposal todefend fully
all our interests and rights.”
United retain some hope that a deal

can be struck for Rojo, but are mindful
of theneed toavoid inflaming the situa-
tion. They continue their pursuit of
Arturo Vidal, the Juventus midfield
player, and Ángel Di María, of Real
Madrid, encouraged by Paris Saint-
Germain’s difficulty in financing a bid
for the latter, but AnderHerrera will be
the only new signing in Van Gaal’s
squad to face Swansea.
Their other notable summer signing,

Luke Shaw, has been ruled out for a
month with a hamstring injury,
prompting criticism for Van Gaal yes-
terday from Raymond Verheijen, the
Dutch coach who has often criticised
Premier League clubs’ approach to
fitness training. He tweeted links to
stories about Shaw’s injury before say-
ing: “LVG is tactically superior to most
other coaches, but planning and perio-
disation is not his strongest point:
double sessions and muscle injuries.”
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Filipe Luís finds
satisfaction at
conclusion of
arduous journey

Suárez to miss
11 Barcelona
games as bite
ban is upheld
Tony Barrett

Luis Suárezwill be unavailable to play a
competitive game for Barcelona until
October 26 after the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport (CAS) upheld Fifa’s
decision to ban the Uruguay striker for
four months as punishment for biting
Giorgio Chiellini, the Italy defender,
during the World Cup.
Suárez hadhoped that the severity of

his suspension would be reduced on
appeal but CAS ruled that the penalty
imposed on him was proportionate to
the offence he committed.
There was, however, a relaxation of

at least one element of his punishment
with CAS overturning Fifa’s ban on the
former Liverpool player participating
in training and friendly matches.
“The sanctions imposed on the

player by Fifa have been generally con-
firmed,” CAS said in a statement.
“However, the four-month suspension
will apply to official matches only and
no longer to other football-related
activities (training, promotional activi-
ties and administrative matters).
“The CAS panel found that the sanc-

tions imposed on the player were
generally proportionate to the offence

committed. It has, however, considered
that the stadium ban and the ban from
‘any football-related activity’ were
excessive, given that suchmeasures are
not appropriate to sanction the offence
committed by the player andwould still
have an impact on his activity after the
end of the suspension.”
Suárez’s legal team said that theyhad

successfully argued that Fifa had mis-
applied its own rules when considering
the case and that the sanction it
imposed on other football-related
activities was disproportionate. “As a
result, Suárez is now permitted to train
and attendmatches with his Barcelona
team-mates in preparation for the new
season,” his lawyers said in a statement.
Fifa initially imposed a four-month

ban on all football-related activity, plus
a nine-match international ban and a
£66,000 fine after Suárez bit Chiellini
during Uruguay’s 1-0 win over Italy on
June 24. Fifa’s appeal committee later
upheld the sanctions.
The forward, who joined Barcelona

in a £75million transfer from Liverpool
in July, then took his case to CAS, with
AlejandroBalbi, his lawyer and adviser,
saying that there was scope for the ban
to be reduced on the grounds that it
infringes the player’s “fundamental
rights” and was excessive.
With the ban being upheld, Suárez

will miss asmany as 11matches for Bar-
celona at the start of the season, includ-
ing three Champions League ties after
their opening La Liga match against
Elche at the Nou Camp on August 24.
However, Suárez will become available
for the first time in El Clásico against
Real Madrid on October 26 once his
suspension ends.
Suárez, whowas previously suspend-

ed for biting Otman Bakkal, the PSV
Eindhoven midfielder, in November
2010 and Chelsea’s Branislav Ivanovic
in April 2013, later apologised for biting
Chiellini, saying that he “deeply regret-
ted what occurred” and vowed “that
there will never again be another
incident like this”.

Suárez can now
train with his
new team-mates

German threat to Euro 2020 final at Wembley
Oliver Kay
Chief Football Correspondent

The FA faces an anxiouswait to learn if
England will host the Euro 2020 semi-
finals and final after Uefa confirmed
that it had received a rival submission
from Germany.
Germany had considered withdraw-

ing fromtheprocess to focusonbidding
for Euro 2024, leavingEngland unchal-
lenged as hosts for the showpiece fix-
tures in the pan-European 2020 tour-
nament. The FA had even discussed
such a prospect with its German coun-
terparts, but Uefa confirmed yesterday
that theDFB [German FA] has submit-
ted a rival bid, raising the possibility
that the semi-finals and final could be
held at the Allianz Arena, Munich,
rather than Wembley. The Uefa

executive committee will vote on the
issue inGeneva on September 19, when
the 12 host cities for the earlier rounds
of the 24-team tournament will also be
determined. The cities bidding for
those 12 secondary packages, which
will consist of three group games and
one knockout match, include Cardiff,
Dublin and Glasgow, of which one but
no more than two will be chosen
because of Uefa’s desire for a wide
geographical spread of matches.
In addition to London and Munich,

which will be in contention for second-
ary packages if they miss out on the
semi-finals and final, the cities to
submit bids to host group matches are
Amsterdam, Baku, Bilbao, Brussels,
Bucharest, Budapest, Copenhagen,
Jerusalem, Minsk, Rome, St Peters-
burg, Skopje, Sofia and Stockholm.

The FA’s fractured relationship with
Fifa, amid the acrimony arising from
the ill-fated bid to host the 2018 World
Cup, recently led the governing body to
abandon its bid to host the 2019
Women’s World Cup, but the FA hier-
archy remains cautiously optimistic
that its Euro 2020 bid will gain suffi-
cient support from members of Uefa’s
executive committee.
Greg Dyke, the FA chairman, has set

the England team a target of reaching
at least the semi-finals of Euro 2020,
“where we would expect Wembley to
host a number of games”, before the
more daunting target of winning the
2022 World Cup.
Because of the unique nature of Euro

2020, which will be staged across 13
cities, there will be no automatic
qualification for hosts.

In the final part of our
series on the new stars
of the Premier League,
Rory Smith profiles a
rags to riches fairytale

I
t is so hard to believe that the
natural assumption is that it must
be, at the very least, an exaggera-
tion, if not entirely apocryphal. It
sounds like the start of a particu-

larly saccharine, straight-to-video
movie. Still, the tale of how Filipe Luís
started a journey that ends at Stamford
Bridge, asChelsea’s new£20million left
back, bears repeating.
In the summer of 2000, Figueirense,

the Brazilian side, travelled to the town
of Jaragua do Sul, deep inside the state
of Santa Catarina, for their pre-season
training camp. Abel Ribeiro, the club’s
coach, wanted to stage an 11-a-side
game at the end of a session, but so
slender were his resources that he
found himself a man short.
He asked one of the club’s former

stars, Ricardo, to recommend a local
player hemight draft in to make up the

numbers. He suggested a whippet-thin
15-year-old who had come to promi-
nence playing for the town’s futsal side,
but had since found himself out of
favour after an influx of players from
out of state. He might be far more
familiar with the indoor game than the
outdoor, but his promise was obvious.
When Figueirense returned to their

base in the surf resort of Florianopolis,
they did so with Filipe Luís in tow. De-
spite thevast culture shock,on thepitch
and in his new life, it would not be long
before he was challenging another
emerging talent, Andre Santos, for a
place in the first team.
If that sounds like football at its

romantic best, there is another aspect
to Filipe Luís’s rise that showcases the
sport at itsmurky, unappealingworst. It
centres on a three-year legal wrangle
over his ownership that, at one point,
threatened to result in one of Spain’s
most famous sides being thrown out of
La Liga, thanks to the protestations of a
club that the Brazilian never even
represented.
By 2004, Filipe Luís’s star was in the

ascendant. He spent a season on loan
from Figueirense at Ajax, before being
transferred to Rentistas, a club in Uru-
guay’s second division, in 2005. If that
seems curious, it can be explained, in
that Rentistas were being used as a
“screen” club by Juan Figer, one of
South America’s most powerful agents.
ThedealwaswhatSouthAmericans re-
fer to as a pase fantasma: a ghost move.
Figer had bought Filipe Luís’s eco-

nomic rightswhilehewas still inFloria-
nopolis.Hewas effectively parking him
— or more accurately, his playing li-
cence — at Rentistas. The full back
never played for the Montevideo side,
spending a season on loan with Real
Madrid’s development team, then two
years at Deportivo La Coruña.
Such arrangements are common in

SouthAmerica, but Filipe Luís’s experi-
ence of being owned by a third party
suggests that, from a player’s point of
view, the Barclays Premier League’s re-
fusal to countenance them is praise-
worthy. “I felt like a piece of merchan-
dise for four years,” he said. “I was
loaned out to anyone and everyone.” It

is no surprise that he was desperate to
joinDeportivo permanentlywhen they
tried to sign him in 2008. After all, he
said, “now I can have a five-year con-
tract, security, and I do not have to be
afraid of getting injured.”
The Spanish side agreed a fee of

€2.2million (now about £1.6million),
the vast majority of which was due not
toRentistas, but toFiger.When the first
trancheofmoney—about€750,000—
did not arrive, the Uruguayan side —
involved their lawyers.
The case dragged on for three years

before the clubs reached an agreement.
In that time, Rentistas had referred the
matter to Fifa, with the club’s president,
Alvaro Astray, threatening to seize the
Spanish side’s advertising income and
even warning Deportivo that they
could be “prevented from playing if
they do not pay what they owe”.
As if that turmoil was not enough, in

January 2010, Filipe Luís broke a leg in
a game against Athletic Bilbao. Depor-
tivo had been challenging for a

ChampionsLeagueplace;without their
left back, they faded into mid-table.
Though he managed to return to full
fitness by the end of the season, he
would miss out on a place in Brazil’s
World Cup squad.
Despite the injury, Atletico Madrid

decided he was worth the risk. It was at
the Vicente Calderón — and, in parti-
cular, under the tutelage of Diego
Simeone, the man Filipe Luís credits
with being responsible for “transform-
ing” the club — that the world started
to see what Ribeiro had seen on the
training pitch in Jaragua do Sul.
The very best full backs dominate

games, defining tempo, even fromwhat
appears a liminal role. Filipe Luís did
just that as Atletico won their first title
for almost twodecades andwentwithin
a minute of winning the Champions
League, too. It was enough to attract
Chelsea’s attention, to make him, at 29,
a £20million player. His is a story of
three acts: the first light, the second
dark, and now this: the stirring climax.

Star turn: Filipe Luís arrives at Stamford Bridge with a towering reputation as
a full back, a talent first spotted in his home town of Jaragua do Sul, Brazil

BEN STANSALL/GETTY IMAGES

Dyke has set England stiff targets for
future international tournaments

Factfile

Age 29
Position Left back
Cost £20 million
Former clubs 2003-04 Figueirense
(24 appearances, 1 goal); 2004-05
Ajax (0 appearances, 0 goals);
2005-06 Real Madrid Castilla (37
appearances, 0 goals); 2006-10
Deportivo La Coruña (125
appearances, 8 goals); 2010-14
Atletico Madrid (180 appearances,
5 goals)
Plays a bit like It is hard to imagine
a better replacement for Ashley
Cole; Luís is just as disciplined, just
as tactically astute and just as
technically gifted as the former
England player
Words by Rory Smith
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Pure vintage
of Botham
still shines as
newer model
moves closer

England’s kings of swing

102 Tests

12

10

8

Allan Border, right,
KimHughes

Graeme Wood

Rod Marsh, Sunil
Gavaskar, Gundappa
Viswanath
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Ian Botham (1977-92)

England’s kings of swing

102 Tests
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Hit 
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Whena longstanding record isovertak-
en, the time is right to appreciate not
just the new holder but the man whose
mark he has passed. James Anderson
needseightmorewickets tobecomethe
most successful England bowler inTest
cricket, but any suggestion that he will
put Sir Ian Botham in the shade can be
dismissed right out of court.
Botham ended his career with 383

wickets, having led the way since
GraemeWoodbecamehis 326thvictim
in the Ashes Test at Lord’s in 1985. At
that point, Botham superseded Bob
Willis, a friendandhis new-ball partner
through the best phase of his career. If
Anderson, on 376, does not get there
over the next five days, he must wait
until April, when England are next in
Test action in the Caribbean.
Circumstances around the Wood

dismissal speakvolumes for theway the
game has changed. Back then, Test
matches had a rest day; the schedule
these days barely permits such luxury
between matches, let alone during
them. Not that Botham’s definition of
“rest” tended to correspondwith that in
the Oxford Dictionary.
On this occasion, he spent the dayoff

at Wentworth, contriving to bruise a
toewhenhewashit by a golf ball.When
the game resumed, he first hit 85, then
removed Andrew Hilditch and Wood,
to a catch at gully, with the new ball.
In The Guardian, Matthew Engel

described him as “the Somerset Sam-
son” and attributed the dismissal to
extra bounce.
No comparison can overlook that

Botham also scored more than 5,000
runs, including 14 hundreds. His strike
rate of roughly 60 runs per hundred
ballswas very fast for theperiod. Equal-
ly, his economy ratewith theball of 2.99
runs per over was relatively more
expensive than Anderson’s slightly
higher figure in quicker-scoring times.
Botham has also taken more than

twice as many catches (120 to 57), but
Anderson is arguably a better all-round
fielder and may have matched Both-
am’s tallyhadhe, too, fielded in the slips.
He shares Botham’s great strength,
albeit with a physique that is less
obviously muscular than that of some
bowlers who have bulked up to no
practical advantage in recent years.
If and when Anderson overtakes

Botham, their averages will not be far
apart. That will paint a misleading pic-
ture of career paths that have followed
opposite directions. Botham did not
simply burst on to the scene, he
bestrode it for half a dozen years until
the back trouble that first surfaced in a
game against Oxford University in
1980 became an increasing handicap.
He finally underwent surgery in 1988.
Unlike Anderson, Botham entered

Test cricket with near-complete mas-
tery of his art. Nobody questioned the
biomechanics of his action, not that
anyonewouldhaveused theword “bio-
mechanics” if they had. He took his

hundredth wicket in his 19th Test and
his 200th in the 41st, only four years on
fromhis 1977debut.His first 150wickets
were taken at an average of below 20,
but his last eight Tests yielded only ten
wickets.
In contrast, Anderson was a slow

burner. It took him five years and 29
Tests to reach his 100th wicket and his
average at that point was 34.51. He was

conspicuous through the 2005 Ashes,
but only to bowl at stumps during the
breaks. He missed most of the next
seasonbecauseofback trouble.Hisbest
bowling has come in the second half of
his career, his average since his 60th
Test remaining in the 29-30 bracket.
Botham belonged to the days before

central contracts. The most staggering
discrepancy between figures is that he

played in 402 first-class matches
overall, Anderson only 172 so far. Of
Botham’s 1,172 first-class wickets, 33 per
cent were for England. The figure for
Anderson is 57 per cent.
As an example of what this meant at

a practical level, the next day after his
greatest triumph, atHeadingley in 1981,
Botham was playing for Somerset in a
one-day game at Northampton.

Anderson ready to surpass Test bowling record
Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent

India threaten upset by claiming upper hand with late wickets

Wormsley (second day of four): England, with four
second-innings wickets in hand, are 88 runs ahead of
India

Cathy Harris

England v India

Acalamitous final session sawEngland
lose three wickets for 11 runs as India
seized theupperhand.Victorious in the
last Test they played against the home
side eight years ago, the visiting team
have put themselves in a strong posi-
tion to cause another upset.
The rainmay yet have the final say in

this Test but it is going to be a close-run
contest between the weather and the
plethora of leg-before decisions in
determining the outcome.
Intermittent showers interrupted the

second day of an intriguing match and
after Lauren Winfield became the 15th
leg-before victim, a torrential down-
pour had the players scampering for
cover, resulting in a delay of just over
two hours.

The women’s world Test record for
leg-before decisions is 17 and following
on the seven in England’s first innings,
they continued with alarming alacrity
as one by one players were trapped
playing round their front pad.
Winfield, making her Test debut,

could consider herself unlucky when
the umpire raised his finger after she
appeared to have been hit high on the
pad after attempting to pull a short ball
fromShikhaPandey,whichdiedonher.
On a pitch rewarding full, straight

bowling, the players from both teams
must have been reaching for throat loz-
enges at the end of the day after resort-
ing to prolonged choruses of appeals.
In her ninth Test, Jhulan Goswami,

the India opening bowler, has now
claimedmore leg-beforedecisions than
any other woman after Lydia Green-
way was her victim in the second over
after the long rain delay.
Remarkably, there hasn’t been a

single athletic catch in the outfield or a
sharp run-out to admire.

India’s dogged resistance after they
resumed at 87 for six was effectively
ended by Jenny Gunn, who made the
crucial breakthrough to celebrate her
first Test five-for and career-best
figures of five for 19.
Trailing by 22 runs, England needed

to see out a tricky 30 minutes before
lunch but made a poor start when
Heather Knight lunged forward to
Goswami’s second ball and was caught
at the wicket. England’s hopes of
salvaging something from the match
depended on Charlotte Edwards, their
captain.
However, despite leading by 50 runs

with seven wickets in hand, they were
guilty of squandering a good position.
Edwards looked in great form but
edged Ekta Bisht, the left-arm spinner,
behindandGreenway followedonerun
later to leave thehomesideat 74 for five.
SarahTaylorandGunnstuck it out in

the descending gloom, sharing in a crit-
ical unbroken seventh-wicket partner-
ship worth 26.

Scoreboard

England: First Innings 92 (N Niranjana 4 for 19)
Second Innings
H C Knight c Jain b Goswami 0
L Winfield lbw b Pandey 35
T T Beaumont lbw b Bisht 12
*C M Edwards c Jain b Bisht 20
†S J Taylor not out 30
L S Greenway lbw b Goswami 1
N R Sciver b Sharma 3
J L Gunn not out 2
Extras (lb 6, w 1) 7
Total (6 wkts, 55 overs) 110
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-35, 3-73, 4-73, 5-74, 6-84.
Bowling: Goswami 10-3-22-2; Niranjana 8-2-29-0;
Sharma 5-4-4-1; Bisht 21-13-15-2; Pandey 8-2-22-
1; Kaur 3-1-12-0.
India: First Innings (overnight 87-6)
J Goswami b Gunn 17
N Niranjana lbw Cross 27
S Pandey lbw Odedra 3
S Sharma lbw Cross 4
E Bisht not out 0
Extras (b 1, lb 5, nb 5) 11
Total (64.2 overs) 114
Fall of wickets: 1-40, 2-44, 3-48, 4-49, 5-50, 6-64,
7-95, 8-107, 9-114.
Bowling: Shrubsole 15-7-31-1; Cross 13.2-4-29-3;
Odedra 15-4-25-1; Gunn 18-9-19-5; Sciver 3-0-4-0.
Umpires: D J Millns and B V Taylor.
Match referee: D T Jukes.Appeals process: Odedra, the England

bowler, dismisses Pandey at Wormsley
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James Anderson
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At 58, some 22 years after his last
game, he remains one of the most
recognisable cricket people in England.
Autograph-collectors still flock around
the media entrances at international
matches tocatchhimenroute tobroad-
casting duties.He continues to attract a
healthymailbox and seems to release a
book under his name as many years as
not. Nobody will ever accuse him of

blind support for England, but there
seems to be a purr in his voice when he
talks about Anderson. Different per-
sonalities off the field, but with shared
toils on it.
Alastair Cook’s description of

Anderson yesterday, a bowler who
swings the ball both ways at pace with
great disguise, could apply just as
readily to Botham circa 1979.

England have produced plenty of
good pace bowlers since Botham, but
Andersonwas theonlyone topassDar-
ren Gough, Andrew Flintoff, Stephen
Harmison and others in taking his tally
to 300. Given the fitness problems that
Stuart Broad continues to suffer, and
with somuchTest cricket comingup (17
games in 2015 alone), Anderson may
put the record out of sight.

GRAPHIC FORTHETIMES: SIANLIPSCOMB

Leicestershire gain from
rain to remain in frame

Leicester (Leicestershire won toss): Leicestershire
Foxes (2pts) beat Worcestershire by 16 runs (D/L
method)

Royal London Cup
Neville Scott

Leicestershire v
Worcestershire

Leicestershire, gaining decisively by
batting second, kept alive their hopes of
claiming the final Royal London Cup
quarter-final place in group A when a
torrential downpour, 73 minutes from
the scheduled close, brought victory in
the 16th over of their reply.
In what had begun as a 34-over-a-

side match, they were far ahead of the
required par score as black cloud again
swept in from the south. Defeat in their
final game puts Worcestershire out of
the competition but Leicestershire will
advance if they beat Lancashire at Old
Trafford on Thursday. Failing that,
other results would have to prove
favourable.
The Foxes set out chasing 203 at a

run a ball, but twowickets in eight balls
left them at 45 for two in the eighth
over. Niall O’Brien, bottom-edging a
cut into his stumps, fell for 23 and

AngusRobson, driving,waswell held at
a wide second slip for 13. But, helped by
five wides in Chris Russell’s four
overs, they surged forward, Greg
Smithendingunbeatenwith34 from30
balls.
In one of the season’s more bizarre

innings earlier, Worcestershire took
ten overs to reach 22 for one, added
exactly 100 more in the next 15 then
lost eight wickets for 68 (16 from
no-balls and wides) in 48 balls as
batsmen drove to the infield, flicked
catches over the shoulder to short fine
leg or were bowled swiping at full
tosses.
Through this abandon, Shiv Thakor,

albeit conceding eight an over, claimed
his first four-wicket bag in all cricket,
beginningwith TomFell who, third out
for 73, continued his excellent recent
run by posting his third score above 70
in as many one-day innings.
It is sweet and dandy, in the words of

“Toots” Hibbert’s ska classic, for
domestic cricket to replicate one-day
internationals with the return to 50-
over play this year, but Grace Road
under dark cloud after a start long
delayed by intense rain is not like
Australia in mid-February, when the
World Cup begins.
With a new ball at both ends and

lavishmovement off the seam,Worces-
tershire managed 14 runs in the seven
initial powerplay overs. Far from
explosive, they were exaggeratedly
rock steady, yet did well to avoid losing
perhaps three wickets.
The virtue of this was shown when

Fell joined Daryl Mitchell after Tom
Köhler-Cadmore, the opener with the
umlaut, was bowled by one that nipped
back and kept low to give Ollie Freck-
ingham a scalp with his fourth ball in
List-A cricket.
The pair added 104 in less menacing

conditions until the admirable anchor,
Mitchell, went for 41 and the mayhem
began. But, in losing the toss, Mitchell
had essentially lost the game forWorc-
estershire.

How they stand

Group A
P W L T NR Pts RR

Yorkshire (q) 7 5 2 0 0 10 +0.82
Essex (q) 7 4 1 0 2 10 +0.42
Gloucestershire (q)7 4 1 0 2 10 +0.23
Leicestershire 7 3 3 0 1 7 +0.05
Derbyshire 7 3 2 0 2 6 -0.19
Worcestershire 8 2 4 0 2 6 -0.32
Northamptonshire 7 2 3 0 2 6 -0.32
Hampshire 7 1 4 0 2 4 -0.15
Lancashire 7 1 5 0 1 3 -0.77

Group B
P W L T NR Pts RR

Kent (q) 7 4 0 1 2 11 +0.45
Warwickshire 7 4 2 0 1 9 +0.43
Nottinghamshire 7 3 1 1 2 9 +0.43
Durham 8 4 3 0 1 9 +0.21
Somerset 7 3 3 1 0 7 +0.11
Glamorgan 7 3 4 0 0 6 +0.23
Sussex 7 3 4 0 0 6 -0.56
Middlesex 7 2 4 0 1 5 -0.50
Surrey 7 0 5 1 1 2 -0.78

Hales and Taylor combine
to humiliate Middlesex

Alex Hales and James Taylor can bat.
That much is axiomatic, but their per-
formances on a rainy evening at Lord’s
were exceptional. In a thoroughly one-
sided Royal London Cup group A
match, Notts Outlaws beat Middlesex
Panthers on the Duckworth/Lewis
methodafter amassing a total of 368 for
two off 45, not 50, overs. It was just as
well the crowd melted away, owing to
the weather, for the highest individual
innings in response was just by 19 by
Eoin Morgan.
Hales struck 141 off 96 balls with 19

fours and four sixes. Taylor was even
more savage, striking an unbeaten
century from 55 balls with eight fours
and seven sixes.When theGillette Cup
was in its infancy 50 years ago, a total of
about 220 from 65 overs at Lord’s was
considered pretty good going.Not now.
What has not altered is that 80, which
was what Middlesex mustered, is not a
competitive score. Harry Gurney took
four for 16.
A partnership of 116 off 18 overs

between Paul Collingwood, who made
an unbeaten 62 from 56 balls to add to
his two wickets, and Keaton Jennings,
70 from 67 balls, enabled Durham to
beatSurrey by fivewickets in their final
match in the competition this season at
Emirates Durham. Durham now have

to wait until other teams have played
their final games onWednesday to dis-
cover whether they have qualified for
the quarter-finals. Surrey, who did not
have any chance of progressing, had
left out all their senior bowlers apart
from Azhar Mahmood. Among the
young players they brought inwas a 19-
year-old seam bowler, Jack Winslade,
who has come through the club’s aca-
demy.He conceded 61 runs in 6.3 overs.
At Swansea, in another rain-affected

match, Warwickshire beat Glamor-
gan through reaching their target of 90
from ten overs with nine balls to spare.
Varun Chopra, their captain, struck an
unbeaten 39 from 26 balls with four
fours and a six. This means that they
still have a chanceof reaching thequar-
ter-finals. Glamorgan had reached 225
for seven through Jacques Rudolph
making 57 with eight fours andMurray
Goodwin, 52, including six fours.
At EmiratesOld Trafford, an innings

of 68 from43balls byRichardLevi ena-
bled Northants Steelbacks to reach
200 for eight and defeat Lancashire
Lightning by 19 runs in another Duck-
worth/Lewis contest.

Ivo Tennant

Inside today

All the scoreboards
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Ashes keep embers of Test game alive
Cathy Harris

It is a sobering thought that the most
recent women’s Test series took place
eight years ago. Regular one-off Test
matches have been played since, but
the future of the long-format game
hangs in the balance.
Clare Connor, the head of women’s

cricket at the ECB and chairman of the
ICC women’s committee, says that she
wouldhate tobepartofanyadministra-
tion that abolishes the longer version,
but is not optimistic.
“It’s fair to say Test cricket is hanging

by a thread,” Connor said. “It’s a great
examination physically and mentally,
players learn a lot about decision-
makingand thereare loadsmorediffer-
ent skills, but the truth is it’s a real strug-
gle to convince countries to play Tests.”
The multi-format introduced for the

Ashes, with points on offer for three
one-day internationals and Twenty20s
and a one-off Test, has been a success.
However, while the traditional rivalry

between England and Australia flour-
ishes, theyare almost certainly theonly
countries who will play Tests in future.
The last time New Zealand played a

Test series was in 2004 and Connor
says that it is asking a lot of players to
perform at the highest level over
several days when the longer version

does not exist in national domestic
competitions.
Women’s cricket is enjoying strong

growth because of the popularity of
one-day internationals and the
Twenty20 format. “Froma commercial
and participation aspect, this is theway
to go,” Connor said. “The joint T20
World Cups with the men have also
been a resounding success.”
The ICC women’s ODI champion-

ship starts this summer with the top
eight nations playing each other home
and away. Serving as a qualifier for the
2017 World Cup in England, the ICC is
funding it to the tune of $1.5million
(about £900,000), and has pledged
more once that the top four secure
automatic places and the bottom four
play off against lower-ranked countries
in regional qualifiers.
Exposure to the limited-overs game

will probably convince smaller coun-
tries that this is where their future lies,
but the good news is that the Ashes
multi-format is definitely here to stay.Connor worries for the future of Tests
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Alastair Cook described James Ander-
son as “the best bowler England have
ever produced” as his team-mate goes
all out to beat Sir Ian Botham’s 29-year
record for most English Test wickets
over the next five days.
If Anderson claims the eight victims

that he needs to pass the tally of 383
established by the great all-rounder,
England will have every chance of
securing a 3-1 victory against India in
the Investec series.
That would complete an amazing

turnaround forCook,whosepositionas
captain appeared fragilewhenEngland
lost on their previous visit toLondon, at
Lord’s less than a month ago.

Anderson is due to line up at the Kia
Oval alongside Stuart Broad, who has
been passed fit to play in England’s last
Test for eight months after wearing a
splint to protect his broken nose at
training yesterday.
“There have been some very good

bowlers I have playedwith, but for pure
out-and-out skill and ability, there is no
doubt that Jimmy has been the best,”
Cook said. “He will soon have the
record for most wickets for England
and that is quite a glowing reference to
say that he is the best bowler England
have ever produced. It is an amazing
achievement.
“I think he is the most skilful bowler

in theworld today.That is nodisrespect
to Dale Steyn [of South Africa], but I
think in terms of the way that Jimmy

swings the ball, Dale does not do that
quite as well, although Dale does have
the advantage of being quicker.”
Anderson has taken his 376 wickets

at an average of 29.86, against Steyn’s
383 at 22.56, but Cook also praised his
own man for the determination
exemplified in the three-day win over
India at Emirates Old Trafford last
week, when Anderson led the attack
despite illness while Broad underwent
treatment on a broken nose. “That was

extraordinary and it pretty much told
us what sort of bloke Jimmy is,” Cook
said. “To back that up with his talent
and skill means he is a very, very good
cricketer.
“What amazes me is how he keeps

trying to improve.He is a very different
bowler now from when he started. In
those days he swung it in to me and
bowled quickly. He is still quick now,
but he swings it both ways and is very
hard to pick. His skill levels have gone
through the roof.”
India wanted Anderson banned for

his part in the alleged incident with
Ravindra Jadeja during the first Test at
Trent Bridge, so it was surprising yes-
terday to hearMahendra SinghDhoni,
the India captain, describe the England
player as having “a fantastic attitude on

the field”. “Anderson is very consistent
with his line and length, and that is
something I would like our bowlers to
learn from him,” Dhoni said. “He can
take wickets at any point of the game
and that really gives the edge to
England.”
Broad has changed his choice of

helmet after a ball from Varun Aaron
squeezed through the grille of his old
one six days ago. TheMasuri model he
will wear was launched at the Oval last
yearandhasa secondbaron theeyeline
to deflect balls on to a moveable peak
away from the face.
Although Broad bowled at close to

full pace in the nets, he did not face
anything short-pitched from his own
bowlers when he batted, an area that
India are bound to target.

Anderson is England’s best ever bowler, insists Cook

India hope Dhoni
can find way to
raise interest rate

I
n 1952, Noah S “Soggy” Sweat, a
representativeofMississippi in the
House of Representatives, gave a
famous three-minute speech on
whiskey and prohibition. At the

end of it, hewas applauded and derided
in equal measure by those in favour of
drink and those against it.
He was as against “the devil’s brew”,

“the poison scourge” and the creator of
“misery and poverty” as hewas for “the
philosophic wine”, “the elixir of life”
and the drink “that puts a song in their
hearts and the warm glow of content-
ment in their eyes.”
It is easy to feel such ambivalence

included the World Cup, World
Twenty20, Champions Trophy and
Test mace. A clean sweep.
Then you look at a batsman who

looks a place too high in the order, and
whose wicketkeeping occasionally
comes from the Tonker Taylor school
(Essex aficionados will need no
explanation) of keeping and whose
captaincy, on the faceof it, is souninter-
ested. In the past, he has spoken of his
preference for one-day cricket, and
whatmakes himan outstanding practi-
tioner of that art — his calmness amid
the frenzy—plays against him inTests,
where he can let the game drift alarm-
ingly, as if he has gone to sleep, bored
with it all.
When he spoke on the podium after

thematchatOldTraffordabouthowhe
was quite happy with his team’s devel-
opment and the need to show patience,
theremusthavebeenmany Indian sup-
porters out there who wanted to shake
him by the collar and shout: “Wake up,
man, your team have just let them-
selves down.” They played like it was
not aTestmatchbut just anyoldmatch.
Maybe, for Dhoni, it was.
HowdidDhoni feel deep down in the

aftermath? Was his stomach churning,
asmost captains’wouldhavebeen,with
the flimsy capitulation, and then, even
more so, as Old Trafford was swamped
under the ensuingdeluge,whichmeant
that, had they batted out the day, they
would still have a chance of winning
this series? And how does he feel in the
build-up to this game? Is there any
desperation in his bones to turn things
around?
A bit of desperation can be no bad

thing, especially for someone as
detached and calm as Dhoni. His team
need to know now that this game mat-
ters — it doesn’t matter in the grand
scheme of things, of course, but they
need that bit of kidology that says it
matters — and he needs to show them
that he cares about the next five days,
that, win or lose, it is not just any old
game.
In a funnyway, hehas todo theoppo-

site of what Alastair Cook managed in
theaftermathofLord’s.Cook’sdespera-
tion to turn things around has never
been in question. Watching him carry
the fielder’s helmet fromslip to slip, and
move the bowler’s run-up mark at the

Mike Atherton says
that a little desperation
could go a
long way
for visiting
captain at
Kia Oval

How they line up

England (from): ANCook (captain),
SDRobson, GSBallance, IRBell,
JERoot, MMAli, JCButtler, BAStokes,
CJJordan, CRWoakes, SCJBroad,
STFinn, JMAnderson.
India (from): MSDhoni (captain),
MVijay, G Gambhir, SDhawan,
CAPujara, VKohli, AMRahane,
RGSharma, RAJadeja, STRBinny,
RAshwin, BKumar, I Sharma,
VRAaron, PSingh, MShami.
Umpires: PRReiffel (Australia) and
HDPKDharmasena (Sri Lanka).
Television: Sky Sports 2 from 10am.

about Mahendra Singh Dhoni. India’s
captain is a remarkable cricketer in so
many ways, successful, savvy, and
streetwise as he is. His innings at Old
Trafford, as the debris of India’s top-
order batting swirled aroundhim,was a
lesson in how match awareness can
override technical deficiencies. His
wicketkeeping at Lord’s, when he stood
about four yards back for Ravindra
Jadeja, spoke of a man uninterested in
either convention or what the critics
might say.
Two days before the Kia Oval, he

missed practice and went shooting.
When asked about it at the pre-match
press conference, he refused to give
details, saying it was a day off, so off-
limits. Most England captains live the
job 24-7, Dhoni keeps cricket and life
separate, a significant reason for his
continued sanity, no doubt.
He has a zen-like calm in victory or

defeat, and a detachment that seems to
insulate him against the mad, mad
world of Indian cricket. That must
translate to his players, allowing them
to relax as best they can. The value of
that approach can be seen in India’s
trophy cabinet, which underDhoni has

end of every over, you knew that this
was a man who was taking the entire
burden on his shoulders. A captain has
enough on his plate without doing all
that, and Cook needed to be told to
leave such things to someoneelse, but it
showed an intense commitment.
After Lord’s, there was an obvious

relaxation.Of course, it is easy to create
a narrative in hindsight, a backwards-
looking narrative based on England’s
resurgence, but it was noticeable how
much more relaxed Cook was at the
toss at the Ageas Bowl, for example.
It was almost as if he had said to him-

self that things cannot get any worse;
that there cannot be any more mud
thrown at me. And, do you know what,

Net profits: Cook cuts a more confident figure after a tough year since his side’s

Keeping the faith: Dhoni, despite his impressive record in all forms of the game
with India, has been culpable for allowing games to drift away at Test level

MIKEEGERTON/PA

Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent
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Botham’s achievements
stand the test of time
Pages 60-61
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Five-day forecast for the Kia Oval

Today
A mostly dry start with
sunny periods.
Scattered showers

developing by afternoon, more
especially in the east. Light
northwesterly wind, 21C.

Tomorrow
Mostly dry with bright
or sunny spells, also
partly cloudy during

the day and evening. Light westerly
wind, 22C.

Sunday
Rain showers early with
some sunshine later in
the day, but a risk of

thunder. Cool westerly wind, 19C.

Monday
Sunny intervals but also
scattered blustery
showers. West

northwesterly wind, 20C.

Tuesday
Mainly sunny, except
for a few clouds. West
northwesterly wind 19C.

last visit to the Oval as he leads fielding practice alongside Chris Jordan, left, the bowler, and Chris Taylor, the fielding coach and formerGloucestershire batsman

it’s not that bad; it doesn’t really matter
so much.
For themoment the tide iswithCook.

Stuart Broad, nose splint in place, is
likely to play in an unchanged XI and
James Anderson will be itching to cut
down the distance, at present standing
at seven wickets, between him and Sir
Ian Botham. Moeen Ali’s surge and Jos
Buttler’s arrival have given them added
impetus. The pitch looked green and
soft yesterday and offers promise of a
result.
In the aftermath of their second

defeat in the series, India could tinker
with their team in many ways but will
opt to make few changes. Gautam
Gambhir will likely remain at the top of

the order and they will risk five special-
ist batsmen again. Ishant Sharma will
return for Pankaj Singh, fitness permit-
ting, andboth spinners are likely toplay
in a five-man attack. It is a last chance
for Virat Kohli and Cheteshwar Pujara
to show their class on this tour and they
remain outstanding young players.
Ultimately, the make-up of their

team is less important than the attitude
that accompanies it.Howbadly do they
want to win?Wemay remain as ambiv-
alent about Dhoni as old Soggy was
about whiskey, but at the end of the
game we need to know that Dhoni is
not ambivalent about Test cricket, this
Test series and this match. A bit of
desperation will go a long way.

JOHN WALTON/PA

All-out action on
Times Sport app
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B A R M A I D C A L V I N G
E O I S A C N R
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N T L A T L S E
G O O E Y N E E D L E S

1 Cluster in competition with first
person (6)

4 Be quiet about inadequate comrade
turning careless (8)

10 Be extravagant in range, going back
and round (6,3)

11 Interior designer’s creation in
month with gold (5)

12 Arrange damages and stop losing
time (7)

13 End with wine involved in snack (7)
14 Drunk settled down? On the

contrary (3,2)
15 Weird influential figure yielding

ecstasy and desire (8)
18 Element of policy with weight for

drifting masses (8)
20Money made by clubs in draw (5)
23 Sound of explosion in car in river

(7)
25 Pull back, restricted by stern

routine (7)
26Heavy seal (5)
27 When in crib lie awkwardly, being

bilious (9)
28Not in favour of entering slump

with zero capital (8)
29 Rob and run away from church (6)

1 King followed by group wanting
new favour (8)

2 Offender letting rip wildly into
system of devotion (7)

3 Fail to understand hard copy with
name distorted (9)

5 Song supporting trade union racket
in language far from dogmatic (14)

6 Stands up to admiral dismissing
odd characters (5)

7 One avoiding indulgence in case it
spoilt chapter (7)

8 Sport using web address in call for
attention (6)

9 Monotonous style ruins good
broadcast (4-10)

16 Old soldier in trouble about line
lacking sense (9)

17 Agent upset with leader going
spare (8)

19 Fool to accept quantity of current
ridicule (7)

21 Bore in mind absorbing account
mostly written up (7)

22 Head of state does not have casual
attire (6)

24Daggers belonging to mob
eliminated (5)

Sport
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british press awards — sports team of the year

Oliver Kay writes
Palace given cause to
be sad all over as
storm rages

Nothing to shout
about for Pulis
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Stitch in time: Stuart Broad, the England bowler, has been passed fit to play against India in the fifth Test today. Pages 60-63

PHILIP BROWN/REUTERS
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Marriage of conveniencege
comes to a sticky end
Oliver Kay, page 56
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Pulis walks
out in row
with Palace
Gary Jacob

Tony Pulis parted company with Crys-
tal Palace last night after a series of
disagreements over transfer policy and
spendingwith littlemore than 36hours
to the start of the newBarclays Premier
League campaign.
Puliswas unable to resolve the differ-

ences that dated back to January, after
meeting Steve Parish, the Palace co-
chairman, yesterday afternoon. David
Moyes, sacked as Manchester United
manager before the end of last season,
was immediately installed as the
bookmakers’ favourite to take charge at
Selhurst Park.
In themeantimeKeithMillen, Pulis’s

assistant manager, will take charge of
the team for the opening match of the
season away to Arsenal tomorrow,
having also acted as caretaker last
season. Dave Kemp, who was brought
in byPulis as technical coach, is expect-
ed to depart the club after the game.
Pulis, 56, steered Palace from likely

relegation to an 11th-place finish after
taking charge in November but he had
a testy relationship with Parish. Things
came to a head this week over the pro-
posed loan signing of Wilfried Zaha,
who came through the ranks at the
southeast London club and helped
them into the top flight. The manager
had reservations about theManchester

United winger and also expressed his
unhappiness with other aspects of
transfer business. Palace have spent
barely £2.5million on four players this
summer, twoofwhomwere free agents,
and missed out on signing Steven
Caulker andGylfi Sigurdssonafter a fee
was agreed for the players, whodecided
on respective moves to Queens Park
Rangers and Swansea City.
Pulis made it clear that he preferred

players proven in the Premier League,
limiting the club’s scope for making
signings from abroad. His main target
was signinga striker andhadan interest
in Peter Crouch, his former Stoke City
player, and wanted the transfer deal-
ings to be done in time for the start of
the season, but Parish believes that
there is greater value for money at the
end of the transfer window.
Among the other candidates for the

vacant post are likely to be Malky
Mackay, who was in charge of Cardiff
City last season, andGlennHoddle, the
former England manager, who has
resumedhis coachingcareerwithQPR.
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