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1,400 children were abused in Rotherham over a 16-year period
...

Victims as young as 11 were trafficked, beaten and raped
...

One girl said gang rape was ‘a way of life’ where she lived
...

But council staff did nothing for fear of being labelled racist
BRITAIN’S WORST CHILD ABUSE SCANDAL
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News

As much the weakest president in the history 
the French Fifth Republic, there cannot be 
much confidence that François Hollande will 
fix the French economy’s deep-seated weak-
nesses. We can only hope that the President 
and Emmanuel Macron, his new Economy 
Minister, will succeed where their predeces-
sors – of both parties – have failed so dismally. 
The record is discouraging.

Running scared after his disastrous showing 
in the local elections last spring, President Hol-
lande appointed a leftist, Arnaud Montebourg, 
to run the economy. This was designed to do 
two things. First, it would offer the voters the 
(false) hope that there was some pain-free route 
out of their difficulties. Second, it was an act of 
appeasement towards the left of M Hollande’s 
Parti Socialiste. Well, much good it has done 
him. After only a matter of months M Hollande 
had to dissolve his government, M Mounte-
bourg has taken the opportunity to deride 
his former boss, and, rather more important 
than any of that, the French economy remains 
 resolutely unfixed. 

One day we may learn whether President 
Hollande sincerely believed that M Mounte-
bourg was really the answer to France’s prob-
lems. If he was sufficiently candid M Hollande 
might confess in his memoirs whether he ever 
seriously thought the manifesto he presented 
to the French people two years ago was sustain-
able, or just a clever, though cynical, exercise 
in flattering the well-known prejudices of the 
French electorate. Either way, M Hollande and 
his new team need some radically different poli-
cies if they are to succeed. 

The stakes could hardly be higher; France’s 
failure to adjust to globalisation has left her 
with dismal growth and unemployment that 

Editorials

Hollande’s choice
It will take more than a government reshuffle to restore 
France’s economy. But is the required courage there?

It will be a few days yet before we can say for cer-
tain whether the second of the televised duels 
between Alex Salmond and Alistair Darling has 
had any impact on how the Scots propose to vote 
in next month’s referendum on independence. 
The first time around, the viewers’ verdict was 
that Darling had won, but there was no visible 
gain for the Better Together campaign. On the 
contrary, the gap in the polls narrowed.

The second bout, on Monday evening, was 
seen as a victory for the First Minister. Perhaps 
that will bring a poll boost for the Yes campaign, 
but experience tells us not to be surprised if 
there is no noticeable change in the polls. Any-
one who thinks that television debates decide 
the result of elections should think back to 2010, 
when Nick Clegg was by common consent the 
star of the leaders’ debates. Yet come the vote, 
the number of Liberal Democrat MPs fell.

Some might say that if these debates do not 
affect the vote, there is no point in holding 
them. Coming from a politician that would be 
an understandable reaction, but it would be 

Screen test
Salmond vs Darling has shown the value of the TV debate

wrong. The value of these televised debates 
– indeed, the value of any political debate – lies 
in how it concentrates minds on the political 
questions of the day. In the first of the Salmond-
Darling debates, the former was caught out by 
having no clear answer to the major question of 
what currency an independent Scotland would 
use. That setback forced him to have an answer 
ready for the next encounter. Whether or not 
you think the answer was satisfactory, at least 
now it is widely understood in Scotland that the 
question is there, requiring an answer.

Meanwhile, in London, the political leaders 
are haggling over whether there will be tele-
vised debates during the 2015 general election. 
There are legitimate misgivings about them, 
particularly that they draw so much publicity 
that very little else about the campaign gets 
noticed, but in a democracy, those who aspire 
to the highest political office must be prepared 
to argue their case live on television – even if it 
feels to the participants like a lot of hard work 
with little to show for it.

remains stubbornly high. At more than 10 per 
cent nationally, and concentrated among eth-
nic minorities in the banlieues, it remains a 
potent threat to France’s social cohesion, the 
very thing that M Hollande’s socialist approach 
was supposed to foster. As the second largest 
economy in the eurozone, France is “too big 
to fail” from the point of view of the single cur-
rency project; but she is also too big for even 
Germany to save. Without France there can be 
no euro, and without the euro the European 
project – the foundation of French policy  
and identity since the Second World War  
– will collapse. 

M Hollande’s predecessor, President  
Nicolas Sarkozy knew what needed to be  
done, though he failed to convert analysis 
into solid legislation and achievement. As M 
Sarkozy could at least recognise, France, like 
much of the rest of the eurozone, desperately 
needs to free up her labour market; to shrink  
the size of the state; to relieve business of  
burdensome regulation; and to scrap her  
chauvinistic industrial policy, which deters 
foreign investment. A dose, in other words,  
of Anglo-Saxon Thatcherism as well as the 
“German” austerity is required – alien notions 
feared and loathed across France. 

France has been fortunate to avoid the  
“contagion” that spread from Greece to 
Spain, Portugal and Italy. That does not mean 
that investors will continue indefinitely to 
buy French government bonds issued by M 
Hollande. It is a brave leader indeed who  
would confront the French people with  
the current threats to their national and  
European future. Unfortunately, bravery is a 
commodity currently in short supply at the 
Elysée Palace. 
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Osborne claims 
‘mis-stated’ 
success of tax 
crackdown

George Osborne is facing calls 
to apologise in Parliament 
after the official statistics body 
ruled he used “inappropriate” 
figures to trumpet the Gov-
ernment’s success in cracking 
down on tax avoidance in the 
last Budget.

The Chancellor told MPs in 
March that HM Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC) was “col-
lecting twice as much [tax] as 
before” through new measures 
to target super-rich individu-
als and multinational compa-
nies, which employ expensive 
accountants and lawyers to 
shelter their vast wealth in 
overseas tax havens.

But inquiries by The Inde-
pendent and Private Eye estab-
lished that Mr Osborne was not 
referring to physical money 
already banked by the state 
and was only outlining a target 
of tax collected for this Parlia-
ment – one that was based on a 
completely different measure-
ment from the previous five-
year election cycle.

The case was referred to Sir 
Andrew Dilnot, head of the 
UK Statistics Authority, who 
has now concluded that direct 
comparisons between the fig-
ures was “inappropriate”.

However, he laid the blame 
at the door of HMRC, which 
he said had admitted its “brief-
ing to ministers was based on 
its assessment at the time 
and that some of the public 
announcements made about 
performance improvements 
were therefore incorrect”.

The shadow Chancellor Ed 
Balls told The Independent: 
“Now that it has been officially 
confirmed that the Chancellor 
used incorrect figures in his 

Budget speech, he should 
apologise and correct the 
record. While the amount of 
uncollected tax actually rose 
last year, the Chancellor was 
using smoke and mirrors to 
hide his own failure.”

Will Moy, director of the 
independent fact-checking 
organisation Full Fact, which 
made the initial referral to Sir 
Andrew Dilnot, said: “This 
intervention shows how badly 
we need independent official 
statistics on tax avoidance.”

The dispute centres on an 
accounting change by HMRC 
in 2010, the year Mr Osborne 
became Chancellor. Since 
the amendment, the national 
tax agency has significantly 
boosted its balance sheet 
by adding in “revenue pro-
tected” figures – a predic-
tion of extra future tax paid 
by those who get caught and, 
HMRC assumes, will mend 
their ways.

The accounting change 
allowed HMRC to hand the 
Chancellor internal esti-
mates for “compliance yield” 
of £100bn collected over 
this Parliament, against just 
£52bn in the five years before 
the last election. This allowed 
Mr Osborne to tell MPs in 
the Budget that the Govern-
ment had collected “twice as 
much [tax] as before through 
compliance”.

The news will add to con-
cerns that the Government 
and HMRC are publicly 
claiming to clamp down on 
tax avoidance, while in private 
pursuing quite the opposite.

An HMRC spokesperson 
said: “We’ve discovered and 
corrected the overstated 
growth in compliance rev-
enues for the last two years 
and we have made this clear 
in our annual report.”

george 
Osborne 
told MPs 
in March 
that HM 
Revenue and 
Customs was 
‘collecting 
twice as 
much [tax] 
as before’ 
AFP/GETTy 

The 
Chancellor 
was using 
smoke and 
mirrors to 
hide his 
own failure

fac t s  a n d  f i g u r e s  w h e n  t h e  n u m b e r s  d o n ’ t a d d  u p

David Cameron was rebuked 
by Sir Andrew Dilnot after he 
said: “While most new jobs 
used to go to foreign work-
ers, in the past year more 
than three-quarters have 
gone to British workers.” The 
statistics chief said the claim 
was inaccurate as “official 
statistics do not show the 
number of new jobs”.

Sir Andrew also stepped in 
when the Ministry of Justice 
wrongly claimed the average 

barrister was paid £84,000 a 
year during widespread pro-
tests over cuts to legal aid.

The head of the statistics 
authority said the department 
had neglected lower estimates 
of average earnings by exclud-
ing any barrister with a fee 
income of less than £10,000.

Iain Duncan Smith, the Work 
and Pensions Secretary, was 
criticised by the UK’s statis-
tics watchdog last year for 
misusing figures to promote 

the effectiveness of the Coali-
tion’s benefits cap on getting 
people into work. In a press 
release issued by the DWP, 
Duncan Smith was quoted as 
saying “already we’ve seen 
8,000 people who would 
have been affected by the cap 
move into jobs. This clearly 
demonstrates  the cap is hav-
ing the desired impact.” Sir 
Andrew later said this claim 
was “unsupported by the 
official statistics published by 
the department”.

ON OTHEr 
PAGES

Cameron 
backs Polish 

PM for  
eu role  
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Kate Bush 
last night, 
ambitious, 
and 
genuinely 
moving
REX

A preamble, then a coup de théâtre – 
and suddenly the long wait felt worth it 

The PA plays soothing Eber-
hard Weber, an indication of 
Kate Bush’s current musical 
inclinations, but there’s no 
way it can soothe the hubbub 
of anticipation amongst the 
audience,  many of whom have 
been waiting 35 years for this.

Then the disembodied 
voice of “Lily” heralds Kate’s 
long overdue arrival again 
onstage, strolling at the head 
of a small group of backing 
singers that includes her son 
Bertie.  Barefoot and black-
clad in three-quarter length 
coat and long fringed fabrics, 
she’s like a gorgeous Gothic 
temptress, the former mime 
and dance moves reduced to 
a stroll and waft of material, 

with an occasional twirl.
For a few songs, it seems like 

this might be all we’ll be get-
ting, a Stevie Nicks-style show 
augmented by a few cute light-
ing effects. The band, arrayed 
across the back, is as meticu-
lous as expected,  tight and 

sleek as Kate glides through 
“Hounds Of Love” and a “Top 
of the City” that exemplifies 
the dynamic shifts between 
contemplative calm and 
euphoric release in her music. 
Then “Running Up That Hill” 
draws the crowd to its feet, 

Kate’s voice clearly untrou-
bled by the passage of time, 
ably holding its own against 
the two drummers’ tom-tom 
barrage. “King Of The Moun-
tain” is similarly effective,  
climaxing in a percussionist 
whirling a bullroarer around 
his head as cannons fill the air 
with confetti. 

But this,  it transpires, is but a 
mere preamble to the evening’s 
centrepiece highlight, a pres-
entation of the “Ninth Wave” 
suite that finally displays the 
outlandish theatrical panache 
that fans have come to expect 
from Kate Bush. 

A front-screen projection of 
someone phoning the coast-
guard sets the scene for this 
extraordinary tale of a drown-
ing woman’s contemplation 
of life. When the curtain rises, 
we’re on the prow of a ship-
wreck, sheet waves rolling 
across the stage as Kate, adrift 
in orange life jacket, bobs hap-
lessly on a back-projection. 

Two seahorses then climb 

‘Running 
Up That 
Hill’ 
showed 
a voice 
untroubled 
by time 

out of the audience – no, 
really – and abduct the real 
Kate, leaving her backing 
singers (now rescuers) assail-
ing the stage with axes and 
chainsaws in an attempt to 
rescue her from beneath the 
“ice”. When they pull her up, 
she’s berated by a priest before 
sinking back.

This is but the first of sev-
eral coup de théâtre including 
a “helicopter” flying over the 
audience, aswirl in smoke and 
spotlights, a buoy bobbing 
across the stage, and a tragi-
comic sitting-room tableau 
set in a submerged room of 
cockeyed Caligari-esque 
angles. 

Accompanied by music 
ranging from polyphonic 
choral harmonies to folksy 
minstrels,  it’s quite stunning, 
undoubtedly the most ambi-
tious, and genuinely mov-
ing, piece of theatrical pop 
ever seen on a British stage. 
Which is just what everyone 
here tonight was hoping for.

K AT E  B U S H 
HaMMeRsMItH aPOLLO 
LOndOn
µµµµµ

f I R s t  n I g H t 

ReVIeW By ANDY GILL
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The horrifying cost of offi-
cial failure to confront wide-
spread child sexual exploita-
tion was revealed yesterday 
in a damning report detailing 
how abusers exploited 1,400 
children from a single town 
over 16 years.

Gangs  o f  As ian  men 
groomed, abused and traf-
ficked vulnerable children 
while police were contemp-
tuous of the victims and the 
council ignored what was 
going on, in spite of years of 
warnings and reports about 
what was happening.

Despite what the inquiry 
head called a “blatant” failure 
of leadership at the Labour-
run council, nobody will be 
sacked or face inquiries into 
their inaction. The leader of 
the council, Roger Stone, quit 
yesterday because of what he 
called “historic failings”. He 
apologised in 2013 for the fail-
ure to protect children in the 
town – and the inquiry said the 
act of contrition should have 
been made years earlier.

The report commissioned 
by the council, covering 1997 
to 2013, detailed cases where 
children as young as 11 had 
been raped by a number of dif-
ferent men, abducted, beaten 
and trafficked to other towns 
and cities in the north of Eng-
land to continue the abuse.

Professor Alexis Jay, who 
wrote the report, said she 
found “children who had been 
doused in petrol and threat-
ened with being set alight, 
threatened with guns, made to 
witness brutally violent rapes 
and threatened they would be 
next if they told anyone”.

It said that three reports 

from 2002 to 2006 highlighted 
the extent of child exploita-
tion and links to wider crimi-
nality but nothing was done, 
with the findings either sup-
pressed or simply ignored. 
Police failed to act on the 
crimes and treated the victims 
with contempt and deemed 
that they were “undesirables” 
not worthy of protection, the 
inquiry team was told.

One young person told the 
inquiry that “gang rape” was a 
usual part of growing up in the 
area of Rotherham where she 
lived. In most of the cases that 
the inquiry team examined, 
the victims were white chil-
dren under the age of 16 and 
the perpetrators named in the 
files as “Asian males”.

The report said council 
staff were scared of being 
accused of racism by flagging 
up the issue in a town of nearly 
260,000, where 8 per cent 
were from black and minor-
ity ethnic backgrounds.

However, schools raised 
the alert over the years about 
children as young as 11 being 
picked up by taxis, given 
presents and phones and 
taken to Rotherham and other 
towns and cities.

One researcher for the Home 
Office who raised concerns 

with senior police officers 
about the level of abuse in 2002 
was told not to do so again, then 
suspended and sidelined, the 
inquiry found. Youth workers 
who worked with the victims 
and had already repeatedly 
told police and officials about 
the problems were criticised 
by full-time council staff and 
their roles downgraded.

The focus on Rotherham fol-
lowed the jailing of five Asian 
men in 2010 after they were 
found guilty of grooming teen-
age girls for sex. The five men, 
described as sexual predators 
by the judge, groomed teenage 
girls and had sex with them in 
cars and parks in Rotherham. 

After the five were jailed, 
police said the case showed 
how seriously the force and 
the council treat the issue of 
child sexual exploitation. 

Following the case, The 
Times revealed details show-
ing that police and agencies 
had extensive knowledge of 
these activities for a decade, 
yet had failed to prosecute.

John Cameron, head of the 
NSPCC helpline, said: “This 
report is truly damning and 
highlights consistent fail-
ures to protect children from 
sexual abuse at the hands of 
predatory groups of men. It 
is quite astonishing that even 
when frontline staff raised 
concerns, these were not acted 
upon so allowing devastating 
child sexual exploitation to go 
unchallenged.”

Council chief executive 
Martin Kimber said that all 
the key officers concerned 
with child protection during 
the time of the review had left 
the council.  

The report by Professor 
Alexis Jay into child sexual 
exploitation in Rotherham 
is both appalling and 
yet strangely reassuring. 
Professor Jay, who is clearly 
committed to justice 
and equality for all, has 
produced her findings 
without fear or favour. 
This is new and rare, and 
I welcome it. Most of the 
perpetrators were described 

A catalogue of 
shocking abuse 
and negligence
Council leader quits after report details 1,400 victims and 
16 years of child abuse in Rotherham. pAul peAchey reports

Threats and 
collusion 
kept justice 
at bay
PAUL PEACHEY
CRIMe CORResPOndent

The child victim had been 
repeatedly raped before she 
found the courage to report 
her story to the police. She 
had tried to escape, but the 
perpetrators had broken her 
brother’s legs and smashed the 
windows of her parent’s home 
as a warning.

When she finally visited the 
police station, she received a 
text from her main abuser 
who made it perfectly clear 
what would happen to her 11-

year-old sister if she spoke out. 
“Your choice,” he wrote repeat-
edly – and the girl refused to 
give a statement.

The case – from 2001 and 
detailed in yesterday’s inde-
pendent report – was the last 
straw for the Home Office 
researcher who had persuaded 
the young victim to go to the 
police. She wrote to the chief 
constable of South Yorkshire 
police and at a subsequent 
meeting with a senior officer 

and council staff was firmly 
told never to do such a thing 
again. When she handed in 
her research data to the Home 
Office, the council suspended 
her erroneously, and then 
sidelined her so that her part 
of a report on prostitution was 
never completed.

The story highlights the 
atmosphere of cover-up and 
collusion at Rotherham Coun-
cil. Nobody in the upper ech-
elons of the child-care system 

could say they were not aware 
of the raft of warnings. But a 
collective failure of leader-
ship meant continued, well-
founded warnings about the 
widespread sexual abuse of 
children were suppressed, 
ignored or played down 
because of short-term politi-
cal considerations.

The priority in Rotherham 
was jobs and investment and, 
to some senior figures, any 
focus on child sexual exploi-

tation was an unwelcome 
sideshow. In one extraordi-
nary episode in 2009, a senior 
unnamed official shouted and 
swore through an hour-long 
meeting as he complained 
that Rotherham had “too many 
looked-after children” which 
accounted for the council’s 
spending problems.

The report highlights the 
highly dysfunctional atmos-
phere among both officers 
and councillors which led 

YAsmIN 
ALIbHAI-browN

Comment

as “Asian” by the young 
victims, some only 11-
years-old. White experts 
and officers have for too 
long been reluctant to 
confront serious offences 
committed by black and 
Asian people. Such extreme 
tolerance is the result of 
specious morality, that 
credo that says investigating 
such crimes would 
encourage racism or enrage 
community activists and 
leaders, or, worse, make 
the professionals appear 
racist. So, instead of saving 
children who were being 
gang raped, drugged, 
assaulted, threatened and 
terrorised, they chose to 
protect rapists, abusers, 
traffickers and drug dealers. 
And themselves. 

I don’t need to state 
the obvious, but I will. 
Only a small minority of 
Asian men are hunting 
and hurting white girls. 
Grooming gangs are made 

Fuel for 
racists, but 
there’s no 
defence

Some 
Asians will 
feel shame. 
Others will 
blame the 
system or 
the victims

Even when frontline staff 
raised concerns, they 
were not acted upon, 
leaving the child sexual 
exploitation unchallenged

News 
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Victims’ stories: 
doused with petrol 
and told she would 
be set alight

CHIlD B, 15, fell in love 
with her groomer and had  
been frequently trafficked to 
Leeds, Bradford and Sheffield. 
She had suffered numerous 
threats and was once doused 
in petrol and told she would be 
set alight. By the time she was 
18, she had become homeless 
and referred herself to chil-
dren’s social care. No further 
action was taken.
 
CHIlD H was 12 when she 
was found drunk at the back 
of a car with a suspected  
paedophile, who had indecent 
photos of her on his phone. 
She had previously told  
police she had been raped 
by adult men. Social serv-
ices eventually assessed her 
as being at no further risk. 
Less than a month later she 
was found in a derelict house  
with another child and a 
number of adult men. She 
was arrested for being drunk 
and disorderly and no other 
arrests were made.
 
CHIlDrEN l AND M were 
from ethnic minorit ies  
and part of a wider police  
investigation into a school 
where a number of children 
were reported to be get-
ting into cars with stran-
gers and getting paid in 
return for performing sex 
acts. Language difficulties 
and cultural differences  
made it difficult for the 
authorities to liaise with their 
families. 
 
CHIlD I  was raped and  
sexually assaulted aged 11. 
She regularly went missing 
and was frequently raped by 
older males. Such were con-
cerns over her safety that  
she was put into care, only 
to be further abused and 

exploited. She suffered post-
traumatic stress disorder and 
self-harmed.  
 
CHIlD N  was  12  when 
“extremely indecent” images of 
her were discovered on phones 
of her fellow students. There 
were suspicions that older men 
and one woman had groomed 
her via Facebook. Her family 
were shocked by the mate-
rial but the child showed “no 
understanding of the risks of 
online contact with strangers” 
and was not willing to disclose 
anything about those who 
groomed and exploited her.

CHIlD F was 13 when she had 
been groomed for sexual exploi-
tation by a 27-year-old male. 
She was subjected to repeated 
rapes and sexual exploitation 
by different perpetrators, 
none of whom were brought 
to justice. After threatening to 
kill herself, she was eventually 
placed in secure care.
 
CHIlD K was engaged in 
a relationship with a sex 
offender that started on Face-
book when she was 13. Social 
services have since observed 
a pattern of “high-risk behav-
iour” with her being admitted 
to A&E after excessive drink-
ing, having a series of relation-
ships with older men and fre-
quenting areas young people 
are known to be at risk. 
 
CHIlD E became a looked-
after child when she was 12 
after growing up in an abusive 
family to parents with men-
tal health problems. She was 
subject to child abuse while in 
care at a local children’s unit. 
Described as “naive and des-
perate for affection”, authori-
ties said she was vulnerable 
to coercion and frequently 
exploited by adult males  
who she thought were her 
boyfriends.

up of all races and classes. 
That said, the Rotherham 
report will, I hope, stop the 
apologists and silence their 
usual denials and pretexts. 
I mean the anti-racists, 
academics and time serving 
public service workers who 
have been defensive and 
unwilling to condemn what 
they should.  

I can imagine what the 
talk will be among Asians 
in Rotherham today. Good 
people of course will feel 
shame. Lots, however, 
will not, and instead will 
blame the system or the 
victims – young girls from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
who were lured with cheap 
gifts and false affection. Such 
children are seen as trash, 
low life, by their rapists 
as well as the authorities, 
including the police. 

The perpetrators are 
not paedophiles in the 
normal sense of the word. 
Racial and cultural odium 

as much as ugly lust and 
power drives them to abuse. 
Most of them are also 
irreversibly misogynist. It 
is a lethal mix, this sexist 
psychopathy. 

I partly blame their 
families and communities. 
Too many Asian mothers 
spoil their boys, undervalue 
their girls, and demean 
their daughters-in-law. 
Within some British 
Asian circles, the West is 
considered degenerate and 
immoral. So it’s OK to take 
their girls and ruin them 
further. Some of the most 
fierce rows I have ever 
had have been with Asian 
women who hold these 
disgusting views. 

I ask them to think 
what they would feel if 
gangs of white men took 
out their girls, gave them 
presents, took them places, 
and then seduced, beat 
and passed them around. 
The men might say they 

were rescuing the girls 
from oppression, showing 
them a good time, saving 
them from a life of forced 
marriage and all that. 

What then, if white 
Britons tacitly supported 
and excused the criminals? 
Well, comes the answer, 
that’s not the same thing. 
But it is, it is. I tell them 
about at least three young 
Asian girls who have 
thus been entrapped and 
exploited. “That is their 
fault. They have become 
English, so of course these 
things happen to them.” 
What to do in the face of 
such attitudes? 

Yes, racists will have 
further ammunition after 
this report. Blame those 
who did what they did, 
not those who are brave 
and just enough to expose 
them. I will always fight 
for the rights of minorities. 
But I will not defend the 
indefensible.

environment” in which to work 
where one woman was encour-
aged to wear shorter skirts to 
get on and a senior member said 
women were fit only for “cook-
ing, washing and darning”.

And yet Professor Alexis Jay 
said that three reports in 2002, 
2003 and 2006 could not have 
been clearer in their descrip-
tion of what was going on. The 
first was suppressed because 
senior council officials did not 
believe the evidence. The next 

two, that linked child abuse 
and drugs, were ignored.

Police colluded with the 
council’s inaction. The report 
said that officers from the 
South Yorkshire force regarded 
“many child victims with con-
tempt”. The report heard of two 
cases where fathers tracked 
down their daughters and tried 
to remove them from houses 
where they were being abused 
only to be arrested themselves 
when police were called.

The councillor with respon-
sibility for children’s services 
in Rotherham for part of the 
period covered by the report 
was Shaun Wright, the current 
police and crime commis-
sioner – the elected watchdog 
– of the force. Political oppo-
nents last night called on him 
to consider his position.

The attacks were carried 
out predominantly by Asian 
gangs, but some staff at the 
council were nervous about 

identifying the ethnic ori-
gins of the attackers for fear 
of being called racists. Others 
said they had clear direction 
from their managers not to do 
so, according to the report.

Some councillors believed 
it was a one-off problem – dis-
pelled most clearly yesterday 
by Professor Jay’s verdict on 
the scale of the abuse that 
went largely ignored by most 
of the people that mattered for 
more than a decade.

to the “blatant” failure of its 
leadership. One person told 
the inquiry team “the member 
barometer re sexual matters 
was skewed”.

The report details an atmos-
phere of bullying, machismo 
and sexism at a council where 
senior women officers were not 
welcomed and difficult issues 
of rape and sexual exploitation 
of children could not be dis-
cussed. It heard evidence that 
the council was a “very grubby 

Too many 
Asian 
mothers 
spoil their 
boys, 
undervalue 
their girls

the spotlight 
fell on 
Rotherham 
in 2010 when 
five men 
were given 
jail terms for 
grooming 
teenage girls 
for sex. 
the men, 
(clockwise 
from far 
left) Razwan 
Razaq, 
Zafran 
Ramzan, adil 
Hussain, 
umar Razaq 
and Mohsin 
Khan, were 
described 
by a judge 
as ‘sexual 
predators’

KuNAl DuTTA

alexis Jay said reports made it 
clear what was happening PA 
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Cameron rules out ‘knee-jerk response’ 
over Britons heading for Syria or Iraq

Father of Foley suspect in jail for 1998 US embassy attacks

David Cameron has rebuffed 
a call by Boris Johnson for 
Britons who travel to Syria 
and Iraq to be presumed to be 
potential terrorists until they 
are proved innocent.

Downing Street said the 
Government would redouble  
efforts to counter extremism 
after the beheading of the 
American journalist James 
Foley, but it stressed that 
there would be no “knee-jerk” 
reaction. 

Mr Cameron’s spokes-
woman said the security 
services and the police were 
not pushing the Mayor of 
London’s idea. She also ruled 
out another attempt to bring 
in the “snooper’s charter”, 
which would give the intel-
ligence services the power to 
monitor emails and internet 
use which has been blocked by 
the Liberal Democrats.

But pressure on the Coali-
tion to act increased yesterday 
when Scotland Yard revealed 
that there has been a five-fold 
rise in UK nationals travelling 
to Syria or Iraq for terrorism 
purposes since last year. It 
said 69 extremists suspected  
of planning to travel to Syria, 
or fund terrorism there, have 
been arrested so far this year.

Mark Rowley, an assistant 
chief constable, has appealed to 
relatives of potential UK terror-
ists to come forward. He said: 
“The biggest growth in Syrian-
related investigations occurred 
in London and the West Mid-
lands. The growth of dangerous 
individuals poses challenges 
for policing, especially when 
nearly half of Syria travellers 
of concern were not known as 
terrorist risks previously. 

“Hence, we appeal to the 
public to help identify for us 
aspiring terrorists – they may 

be about to travel, have just 
returned, or be showing signs 
of becoming radicalised.”

Mr Rowley said seizures of 
money which people had been 
trying to take out of the coun-
try to fund Syria-related terror 
had also doubled.

On Monday, Mr John-
son proposed an immediate 
change in the law to bring in a 
“rebuttable assumption” that 
people travelling to warzones 
without telling the authorities 
have done so for “terrorist pur-
poses”. He also wants jihadists 
to be stripped of citizenship, 
despite ministers’ warnings 
such a move would be illegal.

No 10 said the Prime Minis-
ter was focused on a “patient 
and resolute” response to 
the “generational challenge” 
posed by the Islamic State 
(formerly known as Isis). His 
spokeswoman said: “People 
who insist on travelling to 
Syria and Iraq will be inves-
tigated ... in certain circum-
stances the Home Secretary 
can now remove citizenship 
from naturalised Britons. But 
we need to be clear on what are 
the measures we are able to do 
and what do the police and the 
security and intelligence agen-
cies ... want in order to be able 
to tackle that? That should be 
driving the discussion.”

Harun Khan, deputy sec-
retary general of the Muslim 
Council of Britain, warned that 
the present strategy to com-
bat extremism had “failed” 
and was having a “negative 
impact”. He told BBC Radio 
5 Live that it alienated young 
Muslims and pushed them 
towards radical groups.

“Most young people are 
seeing this [as] a target on 
them and the institutions they 
associate with,” he said. Many 
felt they would be viewed as 
potential terrorists if they 
went to mosques or joined 
organised Muslim groups.

ANDREW GRICE
POLItICaL edItOR

DAvID UsboRNE
us edItOR

The father of the British-born 
jihadist named in some reports 
as the killer of an American 
journalist last week is currently 
behind bars in a high security 
jail in Manhattan awaiting 
trial on charges arising from 
the East Africa US embassy 
bombings in 1998 that killed 
224 people.

The reports that the man 
seen on an Isis video clip 

beheading the journalist, 
James Foley, almost one week 
ago was, in fact, a 23-year-old 
Londoner named Abdel-
Majed Abdel Bary threatens 
to add unwelcome new com-
plication to the upcoming US 
terror trial slated to open in 
Manhattan on 3 November.

Ordered by Osama bin 
Laden, the 1998 attacks struck 
at the US embassies of both 
Kenya and Tanzania.

The father, Adel Abdel 
Bary, 54, was extradited to the 
US from Britain in 2012 along-

side the former London imam 
Abu Hamza al-Masri, who was 
 convicted at a separate New 
York trial earlier this year. He 
faces multiple charges of mur-
der and has two co-defend-
ants, Abu Anas al-Libi, who 
was snatched from the streets 
of Tripoli by US special forces 
last year and another man 
also extradited from Britain,  
Khalid al-Fawwaz.

Manhattan US Attorney 
Preet Bharara said at the time 
of their extradition that Mr 
Bary and his co-defendants 

were “at the nerve centres of 
al-Qa’ida’s acts of terror”. He 
added that “they caused blood 
to be shed, lives to be lost, and 
families to be shattered”.

The criminal complaints 
say that Mr Bary’s fingerprints 
had been found at a location 
from where a fax message 
was sent to the US authorities 
claiming responsibility for the 
embassy bombings.

The Egyptian-born father 
was given asylum by Britain in 
1993. After a failed attempt by 
the British authorities to link 

Mr Bary to the twin embassy 
bombings, he was indicted by 
the US and taken into custody 
in Britain in 1998 pending 
extradition that came a full 
14 years later. It was against 
that background that any 
anti-Western prejudices and 
resentments could have taken 
root inside the young son.

Last week, lawyers for Mr 
Bary asked the court that 
he not be tried alongside 
Mr al-Libi, who was free for 
most of the time – including 
for the 9/11 attacks on New 

York – when he was behind 
bars in Britain. “During that 
time span many Americans, 
and particularly those living 
in and near New York City, 
experienced on an enormous 
scale a world in which terror-
ism specifically associated 
with Muslims affected their 
personal lives,” they said.

“In the charged atmosphere 
of post 9/11 New York, Mr. 
Bary would be substantially 
prejudiced by a joint trial,” 
with al-Libi, the lawyers  
went on.

co u n t e r -t e r ro r i s m
au s t r a l i a w i l l s p e n d 
£ 3 6 m  to  k e e p i t s  yo u n g 
o u t o f i s i s ’ c l u tc h e s

The Australian government 
said yesterday that it would 
spend 64 million Australian 
dollars (£36m) on measures 
to counter violent extremism 
and radicalisation, as Isis 
continues to recruit foreign 
fighters to its ranks in Iraq 
and syria. 
    The measures include 
A$13.4m towards 
strengthening community 
engagement programmes 
aimed at preventing young 
Australians from becoming 
involved with extremist 
groups and A$32.7m for a new 
multi-agency investigation 
team to investigate and 
disrupt foreign fighters and 
their supporters. 

The money includes 
A$6.2m to establish a new 
Federal Police monitoring 
team for returning foreign 
fighters and those who 
support them, and A$11.8m 
for the Federal Police to 
recruit local and regional 
liaison officers and two new 
investigative teams.
    The Prime Minister, Tony 
Abbott, said that at least 60 
Australians were fighting  
for Isis overseas, and another 
100 were working or fund-
raising within Australia to 
support them. 
    “I want to make it crystal 
clear that the enemy here 
is terrorism, it’s not any 
particular faith, it’s not any 
particular community,” Mr 
Abbott said.
    He said that he had 
watched events in Iraq and 
syria with “growing horror” 
and was proud of the Royal 
Australian Air Force’s 
involvement in humanitarian 
air drops in Iraq.

News 

Kurdish Peshmerga forces hold the line against Isis fighters in the al-Bakir area of Mosul, northern 
Iraq, yesterday  ENsAR ozDEMIR/ANADolU AGENCy/GETTy IMAGEs
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‘Palestinian’ film 
made with Israeli 
funds stirs conflict
gEoffrEy macNab
at the venice film festival

A film that depicts the plight 
of Palestinians living in the 
 occupied West Bank, but 
which is funded by Israeli 
money, Villa Touma should 
have served as a rare example 
of mutual understanding and 
reconciliation as the fighting 
in Gaza continues.

But ahead of its premiere at 
the Venice Film Festival later 
this week, the film’s director, 
Suha Arraf, has claimed she is 
now being “blacklisted” by the 
Israeli authorities; they have 
apparently demanded that she 
return £230,000, because she 
submitted the film as a Pales-
tinian one.

Ms Arraf, whose drama cen-
tres on three aristocratic sisters 
from Ramallah who are strug-
gling to cope with life under 
occupation, told The Independ-
ent that she submitted the film 
long before the recent conflict 
in Gaza began.

The Arab-Israeli said she 
always intended it to be iden-
tified as Palestinian – arguing 
that as a taxpayer based in 
Israel, it was her right to apply 
to the Israel Film Fund for 
support, and to choose how to 
define her film.

Yet after Limor Livnat, 
 Israel’s Minister of Culture 
and Sport, called for Ms Arraf  
to return the money she used 
to make the film – supported 
by parts of the Israeli media – 

Ms Arraf claimed she was now 
being accused of “stealing” the 
money, saying: “I am an artist 
and I became a criminal. 

“The war in Gaza makes 
 people totally crazy,” she said. 
“They are looking for a target 
and I am an easy target … My 
image is that of a criminal in 
Israel. They destroy my career. 
I am blacklisted here now.”

The irony is that Villa 
Touma is a chamber piece that 
wasn’t intended as an overtly 
political drama. Ms Arraf’s 
intention wasn’t to portray 
its Palestinian protagonists as 
either heroines or victims, but 
to show them as ordinary peo-
ple. “I wanted to bring human-
ity back,” she said.

However, she said she is 
baffled by the Israeli reaction 
to Villa Touma. “The whole of 
my film, from the first word to 
the end, is in Arabic. All my 
actresses are Palestinian. The 
story itself takes place in Ram-
allah. How do they want me to 
present it as an Israeli film? I 
don’t understand. It doesn’t 
make sense.”

The film has since been 
given a blank label, listed as 
neither Israeli nor Palestin-
ian. But Katriel Schory, exec-
utive director of the Israel 
Film Fund, has stood by Ms 
Arraf, and said she is entitled 
to the money.

“Katriel supported my career 
from the beginning,” Ms Arraf 
said. “I call him my ‘Jew father’. 
This is my feeling about this 
brave, amazing man.”

suha arraf’s 
film ‘villa 
touma’ 
(left) is set 
in Ramallah 
and all the 
actresses are  
Palestinian

I am an 
artist and I 
became a 
criminal
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Targets are set for next 
round of badger culling
The culling of badgers 
to tackle tuberculosis in 
cattle in two pilot areas 
of Gloucestershire and 
Somerset has been given 
the go-ahead for a second 
year by Natural England. 

Companies carrying 
out the culls will have to 
kill a minimum number 
of badgers – 615 in 
Gloucestershire and 316 

Water voles return to 
every English county
Water voles, immortalised 
by Ratty in The Wind in the 
Willows, have returned to 
every county in England, 
following a reintroduction 
programme in Cornwall. 
The release of 60 captive-
bred animals has created 
a breeding colony in the 
county for the first time 
since 1989, according to the 
Environment Agency.

wIlDlIfE wIlDlIfEin Somerset. A maximum 
number of badgers to be 
killed has been set at 1,091 
in Gloucestershire and 785 
in Somerset. 

The Government and 
farmers insist that culling 
is necessary to tackle TB 
in livestock, which saw 
more than 26,000 cattle 
slaughtered in England in 
the past year.

But opponents say the 
culling is inhumane and 
ineffective and alternatives 
such as vaccination should 
be pursued.

Privacy laws 
could be 
redrawn to 
keep up with 
technology

The law on privacy may have 
to be redrawn to keep up with 
rapid advances in modern 
technology and the rise of 
social media, the country’s 
most senior judge has said.

Lord Neuberger, President 
of the UK Supreme Court, 
said “astonishing develop-
ments” in computing mean it 
is now possible to record some-
one in secret and immediately 
transmit it to the world, a situ-
ation that poses “enormous 
challenges” for lawmakers.

“These developments may 
make it inevitable that the law 
on privacy – indeed, the law 
relating to communications 
generally – may have to be 
reconsidered. It undermines 
the rule of law if laws are unen-
forceable,” the judge said in 
a speech at the Hong Kong 
 Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club yesterday.

Britain currently has no 
specific domestic legislation 
governing privacy as such, but 
cases brought by celebrities 
and others to prevent infor-
mation about them being 
made public are often based 
on the European Convention 
on Human Rights, which con-
tains a clause about the “right 
to private and family life”. 
The Convention rights were 

applied directly in the UK by 
the Human Rights Act 1998.

In his speech, Lord Neu-
berger did not go into detail 
about whether he was advocat-
ing creation of a dedicated law 
on privacy, and a spokeswoman 
for the Supreme Court said she 
was unable to elaborate. 

But the judge also raised the 
prospect of televised court 
cases, such as the recent mur-
der trial of the Olympic athlete 
Oscar Pistorius in South Africa, 
becoming commonplace in 
Britain. “Open justice is not 
just about the courts being 
open to visitors physically,” 
he said. “I think that there is 
a strong case for saying that 
they should be televised: that is 
merely the modern extension 
of enabling the public to enter 
the courts physically.”  

However, he warned that 
concerns about the possible 
intimidation of witnesses 
and juries and the possibil-
ity of witnesses and lawyers 
playing to the gallery would 
have to be addressed before 
cameras were introduced. 

While Lord Neuberger said 
the 1994 murder trial of the 
former American football star 
O J Simpson “may have been 
a lesson in how not to do it”, 
he said he had found that the 

Did you see  
the Pistorius 
trial, your 
honour? 

If Lord Neuberger found 
the television coverage of 
the Oscar Pistorius trial 
“impressive” he can’t have 
seen all of it.

Certainly not the 
prosecution’s brutal 
tactic of suddenly 
bringing up pictures 
of Reeva Steenkamp’s 
catastrophically wounded 
head onto the courtroom’s 
many screens, forcing the 
defendant to look at them.

This tactic also ensured 
millions of TV viewers of 

The Supreme Court’s Lord Neuberger
believes ‘astonishing developments’ in
computing pose ‘enormous challenges’
for lawmakers. By c h r i s  g r e e n

 

Tom PEck

Comment

News
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all ages were confronted 
with an image they may 
never forget. Ever since 
the prosecution pulled 
this stunt the television 
stream has been on a time 
delay to ensure it cannot 
happen again, but that 
doesn’t address other, more 
fundamental concerns 
about the coverage.

Like the crucial witnesses 
seemingly so overcome 
with nerves that they could 
barely speak. And others 
for whom the prospect of 

the TV cameras was almost 
certainly the crucial factor 
in their refusing to appear.

Not to mention the 
incident at the start, when 
the whole painstakingly 
fought-over television 
access agreement was 
almost thrown out when 
one broadcaster broke it 
by showing a picture of a 
witness who had exercised 
her right for her face not to 
be shown.

Yes, the public has a 
right to enter almost any 

courtroom in the land, and 
television is indeed the 
“natural extension” of that. 
Justice must be done, and 
must be seen to be done. 
But there was no shortage of 
occasions in that trial when 
the second principle almost 
overwhelmed the first.

A trial like that of Oscar 
Pistorius is a rare thing, but 
its central purpose is the 
same as any other: justice 
for the victim. Often, during 
the Pistorius trial, this 
felt like an afterthought. 

One important point 
though. Criminal law is 
an honourable profession, 
and it’s fair to imagine that 
prosecutor Gerrie Nel and 
defence lawyer Barry Roux, 
with their brilliant brains 
and brutalising articulacy, 
may have inspired many a 
young legal mind.

Tom Peck covered the Oscar 
Pistorius trial in Pretoria for 
The Independent. The judge 
is due to deliver his verdict 
on 11 September.

Top-secret 
dossiers on 
inmates’ 
escape 
from prison 

Paul PEacHEy
crime correspondent

Could one think of a safer 
place to store sensitive infor-
mation? Scrambled behind 
encryption software, locked 
up inside an industrial safe so 
strong that it can withstand a 
blaze, and kept inside a locked 
room protected by a sophisti-
cated keypad system – and all 
within a secure prison.

Yet, in the latest remarkable 
security blunder, it emerged 
yesterday that prison staff 
have lost a hard drive contain-
ing intelligence logs on nearly 
3,000 inmates, with the infor-
mation unprotected because 
prison service staff didn’t real-
ise they had to switch on the 
encryption system.

The Ministry of Justice was 
ordered to pay a £180,000 
civil fine after handing out 
hard drives to all 75 prisons 
in England and Wales without 
telling anyone how to make 
the encryption system work.

The information on the 
drives was unprotected for 
more than a year until the 
blunder came to light after a 
hard drive went missing at the 
category-C Erlestoke Prison, 
Wiltshire, in May 2013. It con-
tained details on inmates’ links 
to organised crime, their drug 
use and details of their victims 
– none of it protected, accord-
ing to the Information Com-
missioner’s Office (ICO).

The drive was removed 
from the safe, which only 
nine staff members had the 
security clearance to enter, 
for updating. Staff noticed it 
had not been returned some 
days later. Despite a search, 
the drive was not found and 
remains missing.

The new drives were given 
out when another drive, which 
contained intelligence details 
about 16,000 prisoners from 
High Down Prison in Surrey, 
went missing somewhere on 
the prison estate in 2011. 

Stephen Eckersley, the head 
of enforcement at the ICO, 
said: “That a government 
department with security 
oversight for prisons can sup-
ply equipment to 75 prisons 
throughout England and Wales 
without properly understand-
ing, let alone telling them, how 
to use it beggars belief.”

A MoJ spokesperson said: 
“These hard drives have now 
been replaced with a secure 
centralised system. Incidents 
like this are extremely rare and 
there is no evidence to suggest 
that any personal data got into 
the public domain.”

p r i vACY A n d  t h e  i n t e r n e t t h e  C e l e b r At e d  C A s e s

Ryan Giggs
In 2011, the Manchester united 
player was at the centre of a row 
over the use of super-injunctions 
to protect privacy, after thou-
sands of people posted messages 
on Twitter identifying him as the 
footballer alleged to have had an 
affair with model Imogen Thomas 

despite its being illegal for news-
papers to do so.

Kate Middleton
The Duke and Duchess of cam-
bridge launched a legal action 
against the French magazine 
closer in 2012 after it published 
topless pictures of the Duchess 

while the royals were on holiday in 
France. No British paper published 
the photos, which the couple said 
were a breach of their privacy, but 
they were widely circulated online.

Prince Harry
Naked pictures of him alongside 
a girl at a party in a las Vegas 

hotel room were published by uS 
gossip website TMZ in 2012, after 
being taken on a camera phone. 
clarence House said publication 
of the photos by a British newspa-
per would constitute a breach of 
privacy – but The Sun eventually 
printed them, citing their wide 
availability online as a defence.

filming of the Pistorius trial in 
Pretoria was “impressive”.

Lord Neuberger’s views put 
him at odds with Lord Tho-
mas, the Lord Chief Justice, 
who has called for a “pause” in 
Britain’s rush to televise court 
proceedings due to concerns 
raised by the broadcast of the 
Pistorius trial. “I have been 
very troubled by what has hap-
pened in South Africa,” he told 
the House of Lords Constitu-
tion Committee in May.

Currently, only cases heard 
by the Court of Appeal and 
the Supreme Court can be 
shown on television, although 
recent changes in the law have 
raised the possibility that the 

sentencing remarks of judges 
sitting in the Crown Courts 
could also be recorded.

Sadiq Khan, Labour’s 
shadow Justice Secretary, 
said: “Lord Neuberger is the 
 President of the Supreme 
Court, so his concerns that 
laws affecting people’s pri-
vacy aren’t keeping pace with 
changes in technology are 
noteworthy ... the Human 
Rights Act already [contains] 
a right to privacy which is 
balanced against another 
important right ... freedom of 
speech. While it is important 
for the law to keep pace with 
technological advances and 
loopholes, we mustn’t lose 

sight of these basic, funda-
mental rights.”

Rachael Jolley, of the free-
speech group Index on Cen-
sorship, said: “We should 
always be concerned that 
privacy laws must not be used 
to allow the rich and powerful 
to hide information from the 
public that should be acces-
sible and transparent.

“The public’s right to hold 
the powerful to account 
should be at the heart of any 
change in this type of legisla-
tion, such as the privacy laws 
that Lord Neuberger appears 
to be suggesting here.” 

Expanding on his theme of 
open justice, Lord Neuberger 

said that it was important for 
judges to remember who they 
were writing for when they 
handed down judgments, 
saying that some were so com-
plex that understanding them 
posed a “formidable task” even 
for experienced lawyers.

“We judges owe it to the 
public, at least in cases which 
are important or have excited 
wide interest, to ensure that 
our decisions and essential 
reasoning are as comprehensi-
ble as possible to the public. In 
such cases, there is a great deal 
to be said for the court provid-
ing a summary of the decision, 
expressed in clear and simple 
language,” he said.
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A blast from 
the past warns 
‘Times’ staff 
of deadlines

Almost as if the digital revo-
lution never happened, the 
newsroom of The Times once 
again resounds to the clatter of 
the old-fashioned typewriter: 
nearly three decades after 
Rupert Murdoch’s newspaper 
revolutionised the industry by 
moving to Wapping and end-
ing the “hot metal” era, his 
flagship title has reintroduced 
the distinctive sound of old 
Fleet Street.

To the surprise of Times 
journalists, a speaker on a 
stand has been erected in the 
newsroom to pump out type-
writer sounds, to increase 
energy levels and help report-
ers to hit deadlines. The audio 

IAN BURRELL
MedIa edItOR

Michael Williams, who 
began his newspaper career 
at The Times’s old offices in 
London’s Gray’s Inn Road in 
1973 and is now a senior lec-
turer in journalism at the Uni-
versity of Central Lancashire, 
saw merit in the idea: “People 
feel to some extent disengaged 
from the thrill of producing a 
newspaper, which is galva-
nising,” he said, referring to 
the relative quiet of modern 
newsrooms, where interviews 
might be conducted by email 
or instant messaging rather 
than phone, and where digital 
publishing is continuous.

The introduction of the 
typewriter speaker was “a 
playful idea”, said Lucia 
Adams, deputy head of digital 
for The Times and The Sun-
day Times. “Technology has 
always been an important part 
of what The Times has done, 
and the typewriter might be 
an old technology but it’s still 
a technology.” 

The new Times newsroom 
on the 11th floor of the Baby 
Shard also features large dig-
ital display boards reflecting 
the public response to stories 
published online.

News UK is set to stage 
“Newseum”, an exhibition 
of newspaper technologies 
which will be hosted by the 
Saatchi Gallery in London 
next month.

Walter 
Matthau 
and Jack 
Lemmon in 
‘the Front 
Page’, using 
an old tech 
typewriter 
EvERETT 
CoLLECTIoN/
REX 

begins with the gentle patter 
of a single typewriter and 
slowly builds in a crescendo, 
with the keys of ranks of 
machines hammering down 
as the paper’s print edition is 
due to go to press.

The development, which 
was described as a “trial” yes-
terday by publisher News UK, 
has caused some bemusement 
among journalists, one of 
whom tried unsuccessfully to 
turn the sound off. The idea is 
one of a series of experiments 
introduced as The Times and 
other News UK titles have 
departed Wapping for new 
offices in the “Baby Shard”, 
in south London.

The Times’s initiative coin-
cides with a revival of inter-
est in the typewriter, a trend 
which the newspaper reflected 

on Page 3 yesterday, with a 
report on how the actor Tom 
Hanks has developed a Hanx 
Writer app, which simulates 
the sound of an old-fashioned 
typewriter and has gone to the 
top of the iTunes app store in 
the US. Hanks, it noted, can 
tell the difference between 
the sounds of an Olivetti, a 
Remington and a Royal.

Whether journalists on The 
Times feel a similar sense of 
nostalgia is unclear. George 

Brock, a former Times journal-
ist and professor of journalism 
at City University, London, 
said the sound was unlikely 
to rekindle memories among 
current staff: “Typewriters 
disappeared from newsrooms 
in the late 1980s. There will 
be very few people there who 
remember the noise,” he said. 
“They will have to find out 
whether a crescendo of noise 
will make reporters work bet-
ter or faster.”

There 
will be 
very few 
people 
there who 
remember 
the noise

News 
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Ocean of plastic waste may be 
deadlier than climate change
Eminent researcher’s dire warning after studying the Great Pacific Garbage Patch

biodegrade extremely slowly, 
breaking into minute pieces 
in a centuries-long process. 
They entangle and slowly 
kill millions of sea creatures, 
and hundreds of species mis-
take them for food, ingesting 
toxicants that cause liver and 
stomach problems in fish and 
birds, and often choke them.

“We suspect that more ani-
mals are killed by vagrant plas-
tic waste than by even climate 
change – a hypothesis that 
needs to be seriously tested,” 
Captain Moore said.

The problem is exacerbated 
by the fishing industry, which 
uses plastics in floats, lines 
and nets, which are often lost 
through accidents.

Although a handful of meth-
ods exist to reduce the volume 
of plastic at sea, their effects 
pale into insignificance against 
the scale of the heaps.

“The reality is that only by 
preventing man-made debris  
from getting into the ocean in 
the first place will a measurable 
reduction be accomplished.

“The real challenge is to 
combat an economic model 
that thrives on wasteful prod-
ucts and leaves the problem of 
clean-up costs. Changing the 
way we produce and consume 
plastics is a challenge greater 
than reining in our production 
of carbon dioxide.”

It’s  
choking 
our future 
in ways 
most of us 
are barely 
aware of

Plastics 
build up on 
the rarely 
cleaned 
beaches of 
south sokos 
Island, Hong 
Kong.
EPA/ALEX 
HOFFORD

The world’s leading expert 
on the poisoning of the 
oceans has described how he 
was “utterly shocked” by the 
true amount of plastic float-
ing on the sea, warning that 
it potentially posed a bigger 
threat to the planet than cli-
mate change.

Charles J Moore, a captain 
in the US Merchant Marine 
fleet and founder of a leading 
ocean research group, has just 
finished his first in-depth sur-
vey of the Great Pacific Gar-
bage Patch – one of five major 
expanses of plastic drifting in 
the world’s oceans – since 
2009, and said he was stag-
gered by the increase.

“It’s choking our future in 
ways that most of us are barely 

aware,” said Captain Moore.
He first caught sight of 

the huge patch of rubbish 
in the North Pacific Ocean, 
which has been compared to 
a floating landfill site, while 
returning to southern Cali-
fornia after the Los Angeles-
to-Hawaii Transpacific yacht 
race in 1997.

He has since revisited the 
area with a team of scientists 
10 times, and found an alarm-
ing rise in the amount of refuse 
in the past five years.

“Plastics of every descrip-
tion, from toothbrushes to 
tyres, to unidentifiable frag-
ments too numerous to count, 
floating for hundreds of miles 
without end,” Captain Moore 
wrote in a column in the The 
New York Times.

“We even came upon a float-
ing island, bolstered by dozens 
of plastic buoys used in oyster 

aquaculture, which had solid 
areas you could walk on.”

Plastics are now one of the 
most common pollutants 
of ocean waters. Pushed by 
winds, tides and currents, par-
ticles collect with other debris 
to form large, swirling, glue-
like accumulation zones.

These are known to ocea-
nographers as “gyres”, which 
comprise as much as 40 per 
cent of the planet’s ocean sur-
face, said Captain Moore, who 
founded the Algalita Marine 
Research Institute in Long 
Beach, California.

In a previous study of south-
ern California’s urban centres, 
he calculated that they spilled 
2.3 billion pieces of plastic – 
from polystyrene foam to tiny 
fragments and pellets – into 
the area’s coastal waters in just 
three days of monitoring.

Once in the sea, the plastics 

Taxpayers 
could face 
bill of 
£25m for 
Brooks’ trial

The taxpayer could face a bill 
of up to £25m for refunding 
legal fees incurred by Rebekah 
Brooks and her co-defendants, 
following their acquittal in the 
phone-hacking trial in June.

Ms Brooks, who employed 
Jonathan Laidlaw, QC, as her 
barrister, on fees of around 
£30,000-a-week during the 
33 week trial, is said to be 
 preparing to submit a claim 
for around £5m, according to 
The Guardian.

Ms Brooks, the former chief 
executive of News Interna-
tional (now News UK), was 
able to fund her defence from 
a £16.1m severance deal she 
negotiated when leaving 
Rupert Murdoch’s company 
in 2011. A jury at the Old Bai-
ley acquitted her of all charges 
– including phone hacking, 
corrupt payments to public 
officials and perverting the 
course of justice.

The trial judge, Mr Jus-
tice Saunders, described the 
hearing  as “probably the 
most expensive case in the 
 country”.

Ms Brooks’ husband Char-
lie, who was also acquitted, 
paid for his own defence to 
the charge of perverting the 
course of justice and is said to 
be preparing a claim for up to 
£1m in recouped legal fees.

The Crown Prosecution 
Service is understood to have 
incurred costs of £1.7m.

After the conclusion of 
the trial, the former Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions, 
Keir Starmer, defended the 
CPS. “Before this trial there 
was a feeling that journalists 
were above the law. I don’t 
think there is that feeling any 
more,” he told the BBC. “So 
far as Rebekah Brooks is con-
cerned, the judge determined 
on a number of occasions there 
was a case to answer so it was 
a perfectly good case to bring. 
She answered it and I fully 
respect the jury’s verdict.”

She was acquitted of phone 
hacking charges last month, 
with a jury accepting that 
she knew nothing about the 
£92,000 annual contract with 
the specialist hacker, Glenn 
Mulcaire, which was first 
arranged in 2001 by the then 
news editor, Greg Miskiw.

Her severance deal is said 
to have included fees to run a 
private office outside NI, funds 
for private staff, and crucially a 
designated sum for anticipated 
legal fees to fight the charges 
that were brought against her.

IAN BURRELL
MedIa edItOR

 
g r e e n  s o l u t i o n s  s to p p i n g  t h e  b u i l d - u p

There are no high-tech meth-
ods for reducing the volume 
of plastic in our oceans –  
instead, experts suggest 
simple techniques that might 
sound surprisingly mundane 
but could help save our 
oceans. These include:
Plastic bag tax The best way 
to reduce the amount of 
plastic is to use less of it, and 

the best way to do this is to 
cut down on the use of plastic 
bags by charging for them.
Screens Covering gutters and 
catch basins in urban areas 
with 5mm mesh screens has 
been shown to reduce the 
amount of debris flowing 
down rivers into the sea.
Circular economy The basic 
idea is to recycle as much 

as possible and to design 
products in such a way that 
as little as possible has to be 
thrown away.
Sieve-like skimmers To clean 
up the rubbish that already 
exists, these come in a variety 
of designs, shapes and sizes, 
but all essentially aim to 
scoop up plastic debris out of 
the water.

TOm BAwDEN
envIROnMent edItOR
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donald tusk, 
Poland’s PM, 
is favoured 
by david 
Cameron 
as the next 
President of 
the european 
Council 
REUTERS

o u r  m a n  i n  e u ro p e  lo r d  h i l l Cameron 
favours 
Polish PM 
as European 
president

David Cameron is backing 
the Polish Prime Minister for 
the key job of “president of 
Europe” in the hope that he 
would help to deliver a new 
deal for Britain from the EU.

Mr Cameron is believed to 
have signalled his support for 
Donald Tusk when the two 
men spoke by telephone on 
Monday. Horse-trading over 
the top EU posts will resume 
at a summit of European lead-
ers, including Mr Cameron, in 
Brussels on Saturday.

The post of President of 
the European Council – the 
body that brings together the 
28 national leaders – is now 
held by Herman Van Rompuy, 
whose term of office ends in 
November. The identity of his 
successor will be crucial to Mr 
Cameron when he tries to win 
concessions for the UK before 
the in/out referendum he has 
promised in 2017.

The Prime Minister wants 
to recommend an “in” vote, 
but he is under mounting 
pressure from Conservatives 
to declare that he is prepared 
to urge an “out” vote if he fails 
to make enough progress in 
the renegotiation.

He suffered a setback in June 
when the EU’s other top post, 
President of the European 
Commission, was won by Jean-
Claude Juncker, the former 
Prime Minister of Luxem-
bourg, despite Mr Cameron’s 
high-profile opposition. 

Mr Juncker is unlikely to 
grant Mr Cameron any special 
favours in the negotiations 
and so Britain is anxious for 

there to be a natural ally as 
President of the council. 

Yesterday Downing Street 
said the PM wanted the job go 
to someone open to his EU 
reform agenda. “Our overall 
objective will be making sure 
that we have a candidate who 
is willing to work with Britain 
to address our concerns in the 
coming years,” his spokes-
woman said.

The backing for Mr Tusk 
suggests a rapprochement 
between London and War-
saw, after Polish ministers 
were furious about the UK 
Government’s  rhetoric 
on “benefit tourists” com-
ing to Britain from Eastern 
Europe. Recordings leaked 
in June revealed that Rado-
slaw Sikorski, the Anglophile 
Polish Foreign Minister, said 
Mr Cameron had “fucked up” 
Britain’s relations with the 
EU by resorting to “stupid 
propaganda” to appease his 
party’s Eurosceptics.

Mr Tusk has not formally 
thrown his hat into the ring. 
But another possible candi-
date for the council job who 
would be acceptable to Mr 
Cameron is Helle Thorning-
Schmidt, the Social Democrat 
Prime Minister of Denmark, 
who is married to the son of 
the former Labour leader, 
Lord Kinnock.

Tensions between Britain 
and Mr Juncker resurfaced as 
his aides suggested that Lord 
Hill, who has been nominated 
as Britain’s next European 
Commission member, would 
not land the economic port-
folio Mr Cameron wants to 
secure for him.

Mr Juncker criticised Brit-
ain and other EU members 
for not proposing enough 
women and said female candi-
dates would have “a very good 
chance” of getting one of the 
top commission posts.

It is believed that only four 
women have been nominated 
to the 28-member commis-
sion, even though the Euro-
pean Parliament hopes to 
see 10 female members. Mr 
Juncker said: “A commission 
without a significant number 
of women is, in my view, nei-
ther legitimate nor credible.”

aNDREw gRIcE
PolitiCal editor

Lord (Jonathan) Hill of Oar-
eford was a surprise choice as 
Britain’s next member of the 
European commission.

although a member of 
the cabinet as Leader of the 
House of Lords, he had a low 
public profile. Jean-claude 
Juncker, the new European 
commission President, is 
said to have needed to look 
him up on google.

Politicians who go to Brus-
sels must swear allegiance to 
the commission rather than 

their national government. But 
Lord Hill will play a key behind-
the-scenes role in batting for 
Britain as David cameron tries 
to win EU reforms ahead of his 
2017 in/out referendum.

Lord Hill is not a Euroscep-
tic, and is expected to be a 
pragmatist like his former 
boss Sir John Major, for whom 
he was Downing Street politi-
cal secretary.

No 10 raised eyebrows by 
citing Lord Hill’s business ex-
perience, because it came in 

lobbying, a sensitive issue in 
Brussels. He worked for Lowe 
Bell communications and 
later as a consultant at Bell 
Pottinger before founding 
the lobbying company Quiller 
consultants.

He still has a significant 
shareholding in Huntsworth, 
a public relations firm that 
bought Quiller. Its clients 
include the United arab Emir-
ates, HSBc, British Land and 
Telefonica.

aNDREw gRIcE

Lord Hill is not a 
Eurosceptic and 
expected to be a 
pragmatist
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Speaker’s 
Commons 
Clerk pick 
in doubt

The crisis over Speaker John 
Bercow’s choice for a top par-
liamentary job deepened last 
night after Downing Street 
and the current incumbent 
raised doubts over his han-
dling of the selection.

The provisional appoint-
ment of the Australian Carol 
Mills as the Commons Clerk 
has provoked uproar among 
MPs who said she does not 
have the necessary knowledge 
of British parliamentary proce-
dure for the post.

The job combines the role of 
being the Speaker’s key con-
stitutional adviser with taking 
charge of the running of the 
Commons.

Downing Street indicated 
that Mr Cameron shared 
their concerns when a spokes-
woman said she believed the 
new Clerk needed to have the 
support of MPs. The Prime 
Minister has not yet passed 
Ms Mills’ nomination to the 
Queen for her approval.

Mr Bercow has sought to 
calm the dispute by saying he 
wants to split the functions 
of the £200,000-a-year post, 
the most senior position in the 
Commons, into two jobs.

But the current Clerk, Sir 
Robert Rogers, who is retiring 
after reported clashes with Mr 
Bercow, made clear his disdain 
for the Speaker’s proposal.

In a letter seen by The 
Independent, Sir Robert says 
creating a “divided com-
mand” would create confu-
sion and conflict, as well as a 
series of practical problems 
in the administration of the 
Commons. He said: “Where 
would responsibility lie? The 
prospect of two officials of 
equal rank playing members 
off against each other... is not 
attractive.”

NIGEL MORRIS
dePuty POLItICaL edItOR

What Uxbridge and South Ruislip voters think of Boris
LUCY MOTE

If Boris Johnson thought  
that  select ing the safe  
Conservative seat of Uxbridge 
and South Ruislip for his 
parliamentary comeback  
would ensure an easy ride, 
the reaction of West London 
locals yesterday suggested, 
he may have another think 
coming. 

Several residents inter-
viewed by The Independent 
after Mr Johnson confirmed 

his application to be Tory 
 candidate for the constituency 
in 2015 were not even certain 
who he was – despite his six-
year stint in City Hall – while 
some were actively hostile. 

In particular, older shop-
pers on Uxbridge High 
Street seemed immune to the 
BoJo brand.

Mrs G Arnold, an 81-
year-old woman who has 
lived in Uxbridge all her life, 
described the politician as “a 
twit”, and said he ought to 
decide between being an MP 

or Mayor. Mr Johnson has said 
that if he is elected next May 
to succeed the incumbent MP, 
Sir John Randall, who gained 
a majority of 11,000 in 2010, 
he will still stay on as Mayor 
until 2016.

Another local, a 43-year-old 
man who works in the health-
care industry,  described Mr 
Johnson as “more PR than 
policy”, and said that he 
would need to devote himself 
to helping his constituents 
rather promoting his own 
political career – including 

his long-rumoured ambition 
to be Prime Minister.

A 55-year-old housekeeper 
who works in a local hotel 
was particularly against what 
Mr Johnson might bring to 
Uxbridge, as her whole fam-
ily would be affected by any 
sort of jobs decline at nearby 
 Heathrow, whose expan-
sion Mr Johnson vehemently 
opposes.  She called the Mayor 
of London “a buffoon”.

Ivan Sheppard, 60, from 
Uxbridge, who is currently 
unemployed, claimed that Mr 

Johnson has already caused 
“chaos” with the train systems 
in London, and suggested that 
Ukip’s Nigel Farrage would be 
a better candidate.

Despite the concerns about 
his transport policies and 
political ambitions, few here 
deny Mr Johnson’s charm. 

John, 30, who works at 
Uxbridge Station Flowers, 
says the Mayor is a “nice 
bloke”, agreeing with a lively 
pensioner in his shop who is 
all for a “flamboyant charac-
ter” with a “good brain” being 

MP for Uxbridge and South 
Ruislip. The most positive 
response came from Keith, 67, 
who put his feelings plainly: 
“[Boris] speaks our language”, 
lauding the Mayor as being 
eccentric but affable, and as 
having “broad enough shoul-
ders to bear being Mayor, MP 
and even PM”.

The prospective Conserv-
ative candidate for the seat  
is due to be announced on  
12 September. 

Farage will 
face former 
Ukip leader 
in east Kent 
constituency

kUNaL DUTTa

Nigel Farage will fight a 
former Ukip leader in next 
year’s general election after he 
was selected as his party’s can-
didate for the east Kent con-
stituency of South Thanet. 

The Ukip leader, who beat 
three others, is set to compete 
against the Conservative candi-

date Craig Mackinlay, a former 
Ukip leader who defected to 
the Tories in 2005.

Votes were cast after local 
officials questioned each of 
the four candidates in Rams- 
gate. South Thanet, one of 12 
seats that Ukip are thought to 
be targeting next year, offers 
the party its best chance of get-
ting an elected MP next year. 
The Tories currently hold the 

Kent seat, but their MP, Laura 
Sandys, is standing down cit-
ing “family demands”. 

Mr Farage said opposition 
parties would now send their 
“heavy artillery” to scupper 
his hopes of securing the seat.  
“Somebody said I’m David 
Cameron’s worst nightmare. 
Well, that’s not good enough. 
I want to be Ed Miliband’s 
worst nightmare, too.”

nigel Farage 
arrives for 
the hustings 
event in 
Ramsgate 
last night 
REUTERS

 Matthew Norman, P.21
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We are the 
lucky ones 
– and we’re 
leaving

Those who watched two poli-
ticians arguing on telly about 
my country’s future will have 
got it all wrong. They made 
it look like a party-political 
brawl. It’s not. 

We Scots who fight for Yes 
are fighting for our national 
existence. It has little to do 
with politics. Hardly any 
of us belong to the Scot-
tish National Party. From 
the nooks and glens of my 
country has emerged a storm 
corps whose members have 
never taken part in politics. 
They are not the SNP. They 
are the people of Scotland.

You will find us fight-
ing on the web in numbers 
unimaginable to the poll-
sters. Canvassers are knock-
ing at the doors in the hous-
ing schemes. The rustle in 
the heather which was the 
SNP has become the soaring 
anthem of a people awaken-
ing from a long sleep. When 
we awake we will walk away 
from you.

You may wonder why. 
I will tell you: we are repeat-
edly ruled by governments 
we do not elect. We currently 
have more pandas than Tory 
MPs. Ordinary English 
 people will be on our side. 
It’s the toffs who make the 
UK look so silly.

Do you realise just how 
foolish the UK looks? You 
strut like a world power and 
have a navy with a huge air-
craft carrier and no planes to 
land on it. We laugh at you 
with the rest of the world, but 
at the same time we remem-
ber that a quarter of our 
population lives in poverty; 
and all you can promise us 
if we vote for you is more 
 poverty for this rich country 
of Scotland.

Your leaders are not even 
good at government. In my 
lifetime you have bankrupted 
the UK three times and had 
to beg for help. You didn’t 
beg from us. You just took.

Now these days are over. 
The pound has started to 
slide even at the threat of 
Scotland leaving.

But although we are 
 leaving you we will remain 
your friends. Most of 
 England is in the same state 
as us Scots. We are the lucky 
ones. We have a parachute. 
Watch this space.

Ian Hamilton QC is a 
 lawyer and prominent 
 Scottish nationalist

IAN HAMILTON

Comment

alex 
salmond at 
Ferguson 
shipbuilders 
yesterday 
with union 
and yard 
officials  
GETTy 
IMAGEs

Salmond celebrates fightback 
but still faces upstream battle
The four words that Alex Sal-
mond used to close his tel-
evised debating victory over 
Alistair Darling – “This is our 
time” – has left the Yes cam-
paign with a renewed belief 
that they can still persuade 
Scotland to leave the union. 

Despite firm answers on 
public service funding and 
currency still unclear, the 
First Minister’s team of advis-
ers nevertheless expect some 
of the fissures exposed in the 
Glasgow debate can be worked 
on between now and 18 Sep-
tember to produce a knife-
edge poll result that will leave 
Westminster uneasy till the 
last ballot is counted.  

So after the dramatic fight 
back, which some national-
ists said merited comparisons 
with the spirit of Robert the 
Bruce, what issues do Mr Sal-
mond and the Yes campaign 
now need to focus on if they 
want to spook Westminster’s 
confidence that Scotland, 
regardless of Darling’s bad 
night, will still say No?

 
Independence will open Scot-
land to new opportunities
Scotland as a new state with 
unlimited opportunities, has, 
according to the Yes team, 
yet to be fully pushed. Mr Sal-
mond’s advisers believe that 
as the vote nears, the real-
ity of Scotland being able to 
rely on its own decisions will 
prove decisive. “Control” will 
be re-enforced in remaining 
set-piece speeches. Mr Sal-

mond launched attacks on Mr 
Darling for “defending” Con-
servative policies on the NHS. 
The underlying message? In 
“Scottish hands”, none of this 
would be happening. Mr Sal-
mond expects this will be a 
critical to unlocking the sup-
port of those undecideds who 
regarded Westminster as “dis-
tant and Tory”.

 
Independence will boost growth 
and jobs
Control of Scotland’s finances 
and governance over the Scot-
tish economy is another theme 
expected to dominate the run-
in rhetoric. Part of the package 
that criticises Westminster as 
too focused on itself, the posi-
tive jobs and growth message 
is designed to shout over the 
inconsistencies and risks that 
exist in an over-reliance on oil 
revenue, and a lack of guaran-
tees on the currency issue. 

The Yes campaign are 
confident they’ve shot Mr 
Darling’s fox over the pound. 
One adviser said: “People just 
want to know they’ll be using 
the pound. They don’t care 
about the detail behind a cur-
rency union, or complex argu-
ments over fiscal control. And 
as Alistair Darling said, there is 
nothing to stop Scotland using 
the pound.”

That may be oversimplistic. 
What lies behind a currency 
and its value is the impact on 
growth rates, investment, 
debt levels and therefore the 
jobs markets. Nevertheless,  

First Minister must tackle five issues to ensure Scotland votes Yes, writes Ja m e s  C u s i C k

expect the phrase “an escape 
from the cosh of Westmin-
ster” to feature in remaining 
debates. 

 
Self-belief and confidence
Mr Salmond has tried to show 
he can run a competent govern-
ment. Emotional references to 
Scotland’s “independent” past 
have been minimal. Although 
the “Brave Heart” appeal was 
expected to feature heavily in 
his referendum campaign, it 
has been low key as his advis-
ers think now isn’t the time to 
ramp up the history lessons. 
Instead, the opening themes 
mentioned by Mr Salmond in 
the debate – “this is our time” 
and “let’s seize it [the moment] 
with two hands” – were more 
about confidence and self-
belief.  That reflects the belief 
in the Yes camp which claims 
that Scotland wants to break 
from the union – but can only 
do so if it ditches, they believe, 
the baggage of the union. 

Mr Salmond is seen as a mas-
ter of this part of his leadership 
brief. One adviser said: “We 
really don’t need the ‘rise and 
let’s be a nation again’ stuff. “

 
Oil
Alistair Darling repeatedly 
questioned the reliance Scot-
land has on oil. He claimed the 
volatility of global oil markets, 
would leave annual education 
and health budgets exposed. 
Alex Salmond attempted to 
defuse the Darling scare tac-
tics, claiming that any nation 

would be delighted to have 
the oil assets of Scotland. It’s 
expected, over the next three 
weeks, that rather than hide 
from Westminster’s claim of 
over-reliance, the Yes vote 
will push the benefits of oil, 
and push their claim that the 
reserves will last longer than 
currently forecast. 

Expect the comparisons 
with an oil-rich Norway also to 
feature prominently. Current 
forecasts estimate oil would 
account for 15 per cent of the 
Scottish economy. In Norway, 
that figure is 20 per cent plus. 
“No one ever hears attacks on 
Norway’s reliance on oil,” said 
one adviser. 

The positive mood of the Yes 
campaign
Alex Salmond has never taken 
two and two and just made 
four. His arguments for an 
independent Scotland have 
relied on leaps of faith and 
optimism.  The success of one 
debate, in a campaign where 
the Yes vote has never had a 
lead of any kind, won’t win the 
referendum. 

But if there is now a bounce 
in the first polls, the First 
Minister will act as though 
Scotland is already in the UN.  
“Last night was critical. It was 
the shot in arm we needed,” 
said one adviser. “If people 
are convinced this [winning] 
might happen, then we’re 
nearer than we’ve ever been.

Salmond 
has never 
taken two 
and two 
and just 
made four

News 

 Editorial, P.2
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Get to grips
with tablets

Our expert guide to choosing and using a tablet
In this FREE guide:

Tip

It’s no wonder tablets have taken 
o� . They are incredibly easy to 
carry around, making it easier than 
ever to work, play and stay in touch 
on the move. But if you’re new to 
tablets, it can be hard to figure out 
which one is right for you – and 
how to get the best from it.
That’s why our Which? Computing experts 
have compiled this FREE guide to help you 
choose and use your tablet.

We’ll help you find your perfect tablet…

There are many tablet brands to choose 
from, with di� erent pros and cons, such as 
long battery life and extra storage space. 
So finding the right one for you can seem 
complicated. To help you make up your 
mind, our experts have tested the most 
important features, for example they 

carried out 216 tests on the touchscreen 
keyboard alone.

… and use it to work, play and stay 
in touch

Because they rarely come with instructions, 
we’ll help you get your tablet up and 
running quickly with practical tips to help 
you email, tweet, read books, watch TV, 
and much more.

Whether you already have a tablet, or 
are thinking of buying one, why not call 
today for this FREE guide? It will help 
you choose the right one and get the very 
best from your tablet – as well as giving 
you a taste of the useful advice you can 
get from Which?.

If you want to store a lot of 
music or videos, look for a 

tablet with an SD card or micro 
card slot. Then you can boost your 
storage cheaply with SD cards.

Which? works for you

FREE guide

0800 533 008
or TEXT ‘TAB8’ for FREE to 80057

Quoting reference: LAP378F

Call FREE

Which? is the business name of Which? Limited, registered in England and Wales number 677665. 
Registered o� ice: 2 Marylebone Road, London, NW1 4DF.

Find out which features to 
look out for when choosing 
your tablet

Learn how to set up a new 
tablet straight from the box

Discover how to use your tablet 
to watch TV, send emails, surf 
the internet and much more

Use our handy Jargon Buster 
to get to grips with all those 
technical terms

Get expert tips on how to keep 
your tablet and data safe.

How Steve Ballmer handled losing his 
job: 112 episodes of The Good Wife

As the driven chief executive 
of Microsoft, famed for his 
exuberant personality, Steve 
Ballmer was bound to expe-
rience a low after his 33-year 
tenure at the computer giant 
came to an end. 

So the billionaire came to 
terms with his loss via an indul-
gence many of us would recog-
nise – he binge-watched more 
than 100 episodes of his favour-
ite television programme.

Mr Ballmer, notorious for his 
frenzied motivational speeches 
to Microsoft staff, admitted that 
he found himself in an “atypi-
cal glum mood” for weeks after 
leaving the company.

Down in the dumps, and 
with just $15bn (£9bn) in 
Microsoft stock to his name, 
he cheered himself up by 
gorging on the entirety of The 
Good Wife in just two weeks. 
The award-winning US legal 
drama runs to 112 episodes, or 

aDam sHErwIN
80 hours. Shortly to return for 
a sixth season, it stars Julianna 
Margulies, who won Best 
Actress at Monday’s Emmys, 
as Alicia Florrick, a litigator in 
a Chicago law firm. 

Married to a scandal-ridden, 
Bill Clinton-style politician, 
Florrick navigates a torrid fam-
ily life and the internal politics 
of her law firm.

The Good Wife’s courtroom 
cases are torn from the head-
lines and have included NSA 
surveillance on the firm’s con-
versations and a fictional web 
search engine which faces a 
privacy lawsuit for selling the 
private data of its users.

His viewing marathon 
appears to have rejuvenated 
Mr Ballmer, 58, who has com-
pleted a $2bn acquisition of the 
beleaguered Los Angeles Clip-
pers basketball team. 

Mr Ballmer has already 
delivered a morale-boosting 
address to Clippers support-
ers, in the style of his Microsoft 
keynotes, bounding on stage to 

Ballmer 
admitted 
that he 
found 
himself in 
an ‘atypical 
glum mood’

UK Ebola 
victim 
‘resilient’, 
say doctors
CHrIs GrEEN
senIOR RePORteR

The British nurse suffer-
ing from the deadly Ebola 
virus has been described as 
a “resilient and remarkable 
young man” by doctors who 
have given him an experimen-
tal drug which they hope will 
help him beat the illness.

William Pooley, 29, the first 
Briton confirmed to have con-
tracted the virus, is being cared 
for at the Royal Free Hospital 
in Hampstead, north London. 
His medical team said yester-
day that he has been treated 
with ZMapp, a drug which 
has previously been used to 
treat other Ebola sufferers with 
varying success.

Dr Michael Jacobs, consult-
ant and clinical lead in infec-
tious diseases at the Royal 
Free, said: “It is an experi-
mental medicine, we made 
that absolutely clear in our 
discussions with him.”

steve 
Ballmer 
reacts in 
typically 
exuberant 
style after 
being 
introduced 
to Los 
angeles 
Clippers fans 
as the team’s 
new owner 
GETTy

Eminem’s “Lose Yourself” and 
high-fiving ecstatic fans.

Some departing bosses  
find the transition to an empty 
diary easier than others. Sir 
Alex Ferguson indulged his 
passion for golf and horse-
racing after calling time on  
his 27-year stint as Manches-
ter United manager. But Sir 
Alex commands £100,000 
for public speeches and his 
regular presence at matches is  
often seen as a distraction after 

his successor, David Moyes, 
was dismissed.

When Mr Ballmer’s former 
business partner Bill Gates 
retired as Microsoft CEO  
he used his free time to devour 
books and travel with his  
family. However the phil-
anthropic Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the world’s 
wealthiest charitable founda-
tion with $35bn of assets,  
soon became a similarly all-
consuming endeavour.
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Breakthrough 
in creation of  
human spinal 
cord ‘seed’ cells
CHARLIE COOPER
HeaLtH CORResPOndent

Scientists have for the first 
time produced the “seed” cells 
of the human spinal cord in the 
lab – raising hopes that condi-
tions such as muscular dystro-
phy could one day be treated 
by transplanting complex, lab-
grown human tissue. 

The spinal cord, a bundle of 
nerve tissue about the width 
of a little finger, runs down 
within the spinal column and 
is the core component of the 
central nervous system. It is a 
hugely complex structure and 
the goal of creating tissue from 
stem cells that can be used to 
repair it has eluded researchers 
for years. 

However, a major step has 
now been taken by Medical 
Research Council research-
ers at the University of Edin-
burgh, who set out to mimic 
the natural development of 
the spinal cord in the human 
embryo. During normal 
embryo growth, the spinal 
cord, muscles and skeleton 
all form from a group of cells 
called neuro-mesodermal 
progenitors (NMPs). The 
presence of these “stepping 
stone” cells has been known 
for 100 years, but experts 
realised they had been over-
looked by stem cell research 
despite holding the key to the 
development of spinal cord 
stem cells.

By analysing and closely 
copying the complex series of 
chemical signals which take 
place in a growing embryo, 
they were able to transform the 
ordinary stem cells of mice and 
humans into NMPs, and then 
into spinal cord stem cells.

The team has not yet grown 
spinal cord tissue, and the 
goal of using lab-grown tis-
sue to treat debilitating neu-
romuscular conditions, such as 

muscular dystrophy and motor 
neurone disease, is still many 
years away. 

However, as well as paving 
the way for future advances, 
the breakthrough will enable 
scientists to study the develop-
ment of these and similar dis-
eases by taking stem cells from 
patients and watching whether 
they develop differently under 
the same process – potentially 
offering clues to the cellular 
cause of such diseases. 

Dr James Briscoe, who co-
led the research at the MRC’s 
Centre for Regenerative 
Medicine at Edinburgh, said: 
“There have been some great 
advances in the field of stem 
cell research in recent years, 
with scientists being able to 
grow liver, heart and even 
some brain tissue in the lab. 
The spinal cord, however, has 
remained elusive because the 
NMP cells have largely been 
overlooked.

“We can’t yet produce the 
tissues themselves, but this a 
really big step. It’s like being 
able to make the bricks and raw 
materials but not yet build the 
house,” he said. 

“Understanding how nature 
normally does it gave us all of 
the clues we needed to arti-
ficially make these cell types 
from embryonic stem cells in 
petri dishes.”

Researchers have previ-
ously been able to grow some 
types of nerve, muscle and 
bone cells in the lab by con-
verting them directly from 
stem cells. But this is the first 
time NMPs have been created 
from stem cells.

NMPs were “like Cinderella 
cells”, said Professor Val Wil-
son, co-leader of the research. 
“They’ve tended to be ignored 
by scientists trying to make 
these cell types in a dish,” she 
said. “We hope this work will 
bring them out of obscurity and 
highlight their importance.” 

S P I N A L  S O L U T I O N S  H O W  I T  W O R K S

1
In normal embryo 
development, the 
spinal cord, muscle 
and skeleton all 
form from a group 
of cells called NMPs

2
Scientists have now 
been able to mimic 
the natural process 
to turn ordinary 
human cells into 
NMPs in a petri dish

3
These cells could be 
grown into muscle, 
bone and spinal cord. In 
the future, they could 
be used to treat neuro-
muscular conditions

NMPS

NMPS GROWN
IN PETRI DISH

NMPS COULD
BE GROWN INTO

NEW TISSUE

SOURCE - MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

 

Standards ‘kitemark’ updated for digital age

CHRIs gREEN

The British Standards Insti-
tute’s (BSI) famous “kitemark” 
logo has been updated for the 
digital age, with the right to 
display the consumer safety 
sign extended to websites and 
smartphone apps that are able 
to prove they handle custom-
ers’ data securely.

The first products to be 

granted a digital kitemark are 
the Barclays’ mobile payment 
service Pingit, which allows 
users to transfer money to 
each other using just a phone 
number; and the bank’s own 
mobile banking service. The 
logo will look just as it does in 
physical form.

Although the digital kite-
mark is initially being piloted 
within the banking industry, 
BSI says it hopes it will even-

tually be adopted by a wider 
range of firms. 

We are now “sharing con-
fidential information with 
online shopping, mobile bank-
ing, booking flights, gaming, 
university applications or inter-
acting with local government,” 
said Maureen Sumner Smith of 
BSI. “These changes from the 
physical to the digital demand 
the need for even more rigor-
ous security measures.”

Barclays’ Pingit 
mobile payment 
service has 
received a 
digital kitemark

News 
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Sheepdogs use two simple rules to gather their flock – they collect them when they’re
dispersed and drive them forward when they’re bunched up

Sheepdog positions itself behind the sheep 
that is furthest away from the flock and 
slowly moves towards it, directing it 
to the herd

 DRIVE2  

Once the sheepdog sees there are minimal 
gaps between the sheep it positions itself 
behind herd and slowly in a wave-like motion 
drives them forward 

Could 
a robot 
sheepdog 
find itself 
working 
at skipton 
auction 
Mart? GETTy 
ImaGEs

The science of herding is cracked 
(so will it do sheepdogs out of a job)

The science behind sheep-
dogs’ herding skills has been 
discovered, and it could now 
be used to create robots capa-
ble of guiding crowds out of 
burning buildings. 

Researchers from Swansea 
University have developed a 
mathematical shepherding 
model, which they say paves 
the way for a robot that can 
gather and herd livestock, 
control crowds and even clean 
up the environment.

The model was developed 
by fitting a flock of sheep and 
their dog with backpacks 
containing extremely accu-
rate GPS devices, recording 
all movements and analysing 
the results using computer 
simulations. 

The resulting algorithm 
comprises a series of equa-
tions that can be used to tell 
a robot-shepherd where to 
move to round up and drive a 
flock towards its destination, 
every step of the way.

“This could be used in a 
variety of situations. For 
example, in a smoky room 
where people can’t see the 
exit, a robot could direct 
people towards the way out. 
The robot could be stationed 
in the corner of a room and be 
activated by a fire alarm,” said 
Dr Andrew King, of Swan-

sea University, who worked  
on the research.

Not surprisingly,  the 
researchers found that sheep-
dogs use two simple rules to 
gather their flock – they col-
lect them when they’re dis-
persed and drive them for-
ward when they’re bunched 
up. Individual sheep seek to 
reduce their own risk from a 
potential predator by mov-
ing towards the centre of the 
flock, until they get too close 
to the others, at which point 
they move slightly apart.

But the equations that 
describe this logical behaviour 
are far more complex than that 
description might imply.

“We had to think about 
what the dog could see, to 
develop our model. It basi-
cally sees white, fluffy things 
in front of it. If the dog sees 
gaps between the sheep, or 
the gaps are getting bigger, 
the dog needs to bring them 
together,” said Dr King.

“At every time-step in the 
model, the dog decides if the 
herd is cohesive enough. If 
not, it will make it cohesive, 
but if it’s already cohesive 
the dog will push the herd 
towards the target,” added 
Daniel Strombom, of Uppsala 
University in Sweden, who 
analysed the data and helped 
develop the model.

By studying the decisions 
the dog is constantly making 
about the size of the gaps, the 

Tom bawDEN
environMent editor

Mathematical model would allow robots to be programmed to control crowds
number of sheep, the moves it 
made each step of the way and 
when the flock was cohesive 
enough to move forward, the 
researchers were able to come 
up with the model.

Other potential uses for 
a robot programmed with 
the mathematical shepherd-
ing model include keeping 
animals away from places 
they are not wanted. It could 
also be used to guide groups 
of robots used to clean up 
marine oil spills, or to gather 
them after they have collected 
data on the environment and 
need to be brought back, Mr 
Strombom said.

The model allows a single 
“shepherd” to herd a flock of 
about 100 individuals.

“If you watch sheepdogs 
rounding up sheep, the dog 
weaves back and forth behind 
the flock in exactly the way 
that we see in the model,” Dr 
King added.

The experiments were con-
ducted on a flock of 46 three-
year-old female merino sheep 
and a trained female Austral-
ian kelpie working farm dog. 
All trials were undertaken in 
South Australia and the sheep 
were housed in a five-hectare 
field, with constant access to 
hay and water.

The research is published in 
the Journal of the Royal Soci-
ety Interface and also involved 
the Royal Veterinary College, 
which designed the GPS back-
packs for the sheep.

It could be 
used to 
guide 
groups of 
robots to 
clean up 
oil spills

Green 
Deal ad 
campaign 
‘misleading’, 
says ASA

The Department of Energy 
and Climate Change (Decc) 
has been ordered to drop an 
advertising campaign that 
misled viewers over the 
savings they could expect 
to make from the Govern-
ment’s Green Deal scheme 
and failed to make clear the 
costs involved.

In a further blow to the 
much-criticised initiative, 
the Decc was censured by 
the Advertising Standards 
Authority (ASA), following 
complaints that it misled 
consumers.

The Green Deal offers 
households 25-year loans to 
pay for energy-saving meas-
ures such as insulation, boiler 
upgrades and double glazing. 
The loans are repaid through 
the resident’s energy bills on 
the basis that the resulting sav-
ings will more than compen-
sate for the loan repayments.

Viewers complained that a 
television campaign, featuring 
the presenter Oliver Heath,  
implied savings under the 
scheme were guaranteed. 

The advert claimed that 
“the money that we are saving 
more than covers any repay-
ments for having the work 
done”. The upfront insulation 
costs would be “repaid using 
the savings you can expect to 
make”.

But the ASA found: “Sav-
ing calculations were based 
on what Decc would expect 
a typical household to save as 
a result of building improve-
ments and the assumption 
that energy bills would rise 
in line with inflation. 

“Because we considered 
the claims implied that sav-
ings were guaranteed, we 
concluded the ad was mis-
leading.”

The watchdog said the 
presenter’s personal testi-
monial was misleading as 
“Oliver Heath did not make 
the savings as a Green Deal 
customer, as implied”.

The advert also failed to 
make clear that consumers 
may be charged an assess-
ment fee, and the advertiser 
did not provide sufficient 
 evidence to prove that aver-
age property prices increased 
by 14 per cent (and 38 per 
cent in some areas) under the 
Green Deal.

The Decc said the advert 
did not say all upfront costs 
would be met by a Green Deal 
finance plan, but said “some” 
of the costs might be paid for 
over time.

aDam sHErwIN
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Lake Como, St Moritz
and the Bernina Express
Eight days half-board from only £799pp

OFFERS

Terms and Conditions: Additional entrance costs may apply. Prices are per person, based on two sharing and subject to availability. Operated 
by and subject to booking conditions of Riviera Travel, Abta V4744 Atol 3430, a company independent of Independent Print Ltd. Riviera 
Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Rd, Burton upon Trent, Staffs, DE14 1SP. Fax 01283 742301. Image used in conjunction with Riviera travel. 

Brochure Line: 01283 742 376
or visit independent.co.uk/traveloffers

Take our escorted tour to picturesque Lake Como and experience 
one of Europe’s most scenic train journeys through the Swiss Alps.
Discover the incredible scenery and 
natural beauty of Lake Como, described 
by Wordsworth as ‘a treasure the earth 
keeps to itself’. Relax by the gentle 
lapping waves on the lake shore and 
enjoy excursions to some of the most 
stunning icons of northern Italy and 
Switzerland.

Selected departures up to October 
2014 and April to October 2015, the 
price includes return flights from 11 
airports, taxes and transfers plus seven 
nights’ four-star accommodation with 
half-board.

Visit Lake Maggiore, Bergamo, 
Lugano and St Moritz

Travel on the stunning  Bernina 
Express, one of the world’s most 
spectacular railway journeys

Lake cruise to enchanting Bellagio

Private visit to the Villa del 
Balbianello and its memorable 
gardens

Comprehensive, fully escorted 
sightseeing tours
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Survey finds adults afraid 
of helping a ‘lost’ child

Nearly two out of three 
people would hesitate to 
help a child who appeared 
lost for fear of being falsely 
accused, a survey has found. 

Research for the NSPCC 
reveals that 64 per cent of 
UK adults said they would 
be concerned that someone 
would misunderstand their 
intentions if they went to 
the aid of a youngster.

NSPCC

Wales. The UK government 
also plans to ban e-cigarette 
sales to under 18s. 

From 2016, changes to the 
way e-cigarettes are regulated 
means some may be author-
ised as medicines. Companies 
that manufacture e-cigarettes 
are said to be seeking licensing 
from the UK’s Medicines and 
Healthcare Products Regula-
tory Agency. 

In its report, the WHO 
warned: “No matter what role 
the tobacco industry plays in 
the production, distribution 
and sale of electronic nicotine 
delivery systems, this indus-
try, its allies and front-groups 
can never be considered to 
be a legitimate public health 
partner or stakeholder while 
it continues to profit from 
tobacco and its products.”

WHO proposes ban on  
e-cigarettes in the workplace

Electronic cigarettes should 
be banned inside cafés, res-
taurants and workplaces, and 
should not be advertised to 
children and non-smokers, 
the World Health Organisa-
tion has said. 

In a long-awaited report, 
the United Nations health 
agency resisted calls from 
experts to soften its approach, 
recommending instead a raft 
of measures to curb their use. 
It also warned of the tobacco 
industry’s growing influence 
in the “e-cig” market. 

The report said e-cigarettes, 
which are flavoured to taste 
like fruit, sweets and alcoholic 
drinks, should be banned, amid 

CHarlIE CooPEr
health correspondent

fears they encourage children 
to use the products, 

Although studies have 
suggested that they can help 
people to quit smoking, the 
WHO said there was cur-
rently “insufficient evidence” 
to prove their benefit.

The recommendations on 
restricting their use in public 
places go further than exist-
ing regulations in most coun-
tries. The vapour produced is 
known to be considerably less 
harmful than tobacco smoke, 
but the WHO said there were 
still concerns over nicotine 
and other toxicants. 

The Department of Health 
said yesterday that no such 
ban was planned in England, 
but that measures to curb 
their use in public places 
were under consideration in 

NEwS  
IN brIEf

Facebook moves to cut 
down on ‘click-bait’
Facebook has announced 
plans to cut down on “click-
bait” articles that appear 
on user news feeds, as the 
company says it wants to 
tackle spam on the site. 

“Click-bait” refers to 
articles that encourage the 
reader to click a story to 
see more, without telling 
them exactly what they will 
see. Headlines will include 
“you won’t believe what 
happened next” and vague 
suggestions to draw in users. 

According to the social 
network, users have been 
telling it that these stories 
are being given too much 
presence on news feeds, 
and Facebook has moved to 
change that. 

The site’s algorithm 
currently pushes stories 
receiving more clicks up 
a feed, and Facebook has 
admitted that users felt 
content from friends and 
family was “drowned out”.

SoCIal mEDIa

Morocco and 
Canaries cruise
11 nights from only £569pp
Includes up to $100 on board spend*

OFFERS

The above package holidays are fulfilled by Holiday Gems Ltd under ATOL number 3973 (Global Travel Group Ltd), whose booking 
conditions apply. Prices “from” act as an indication only and are per person based on 2 sharing a stateroom, subject to availability. The images 
used are for illustration purposes only and do not reflect your actual holiday experience. Where local country hotel taxes are charged, these are 
payable locally and not included in the price advertised. Offers do not include transfers, gratuities or shore excursions. Hotel rating is that of 
the supplier and may not be the official rating. * $100 on board spend is per stateroom for selected 2014/2015 sailings. Discretionary service 
charge applies for speciality restaurants and selected entertainment. Luggage allowance may vary, please check at the time of booking. Lead 
in prices based on London flights. Hotel rating is that of the supplier and may not be the official rating. We reserve the right to withdraw offers 
at any time. Travel restrictions, conditions and credit/debit card surcharges apply. Please ask at the time of booking for full details. When it’s 
gone, it’s gone. Full balance is due 14 weeks prior to departure.

Call: 01244 525138 quoting IND2508
or visit independent.co.uk/traveloffers 

Discover cruising with this 
wonderful winter cruise around 
Spain and the Canary Islands. As 
you cruise from port to port along 
stunning coastlines, Norwegian Spirit has plenty to keep you entertained day 
and night with exciting nightclubs, award-winning restaurants, a grand casino, 
swimming pools, a pampering spa and so much more.

Cruise Itinerary: Barcelona, Spain – Casablanca, Morocco – Funchal, 
Madeira – Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Canary Islands – Arrecife, Lanzarote, 
Canary Islands – Granada (Málaga), Spain – Barcelona, Spain

The price includes:
Return flights from selected UK airports
Luggage allowance, flight and port tax
10 nights full-board on Norwegian Spirit 

One night stay in Barcelona hotel 
with breakfast 
Up to $100 on board spend per stateroom*

Prices from Inside
Stateroom

Outside
Stateroom

Balcony 
Stateroom

November 2014 £699pp £879pp £1,059pp
December 2014 £659pp £699pp £869pp
January 2015 £569pp £699pp £859pp
February 2015 £679pp £739pp £949pp
March 2015 £699pp £769pp £1,029pp
April 2015 £849pp £929pp £1,139pp

News 

stuart Barnes protects his 1894 somerset 6-hp 
traction engine from heavy rainfall at the annual 
great dorset steam Fair bEN bIrCHall/Pa

Less steam,  
more water
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Matthew Norman

Should a would-be prime minister offering facile answers to 
the most difficult of questions be presumed innocent?

After the experiment of 
being run by an amateur 
comedian, will London be 
prepared to go the whole 
hog and elect a pro? Eddie 
Izzard, who hopes to be 
Labour’s mayoral candidate 
at the election after next in 
2020 – in the meantime he 
means to concentrate on 
his acting – has shared his 
delectably original training 
regime with the Radio 
Times. Mr Izzard confides 
that being abused on the 
streets for his transvestism, 
and on occasion being 
drawn into scrapping, has 
hardened him nicely for a 
career in politics.

It certainly makes a 
refreshing change from PPE 
at Oxford, special adviser, 
etc. And where throwing 
bread rolls on Bullingdon 
nights out is one thing, a 
chap in a frock throwing 
punches is something we 
can all get behind.

His talk of being willing 
to fight for his country 
places him at the patriotic 
end of the leftish spectrum 
(Orwell would approve), and 
that is a handy place for a 
politician manqué to be. 

He has my vote for 2020, 
although glancing at the 
stale list of Labour mayoral 
wannabes for 2016, he 
might rethink delaying 
his run. If it is fine for the 
incumbent to double up 
as an MP, why on earth 
shouldn’t Eddie Izzard be a 
moonlighting mayor?

Time to 
take Eddie 
seriously

eddie Izzard has spoken of his willingness to fight for his right to wear a dress – and to fight for his country REx

In a long and 
undistinguished 
career observing 
our politicians from 
afar (or as far as 

humanly possible), I do not believe I have 
encountered anything as jaw-droppingly, eye- 
scrunchingly demented as the suggestion 
advanced by Boris Johnson on Monday.

I may be wrong about this. It could 
be that in 1994, having had a few while 
watching a Test match at Trent Bridge, Ken 
Clarke proposed replacing the Treasury’s 
retinue of senior civil servants with a herd 
of wildebeest from the Serengeti. Without 
intensive research, it cannot categorically 
be ruled out that once – sun-struck on a 
caravan holiday in the south of France with 
husband Leo – Margaret Beckett issued 
a press release demanding that Britain 
trade its Trident nuclear warheads for five 
Sherbet Fountains and a Pez dispenser. 

Ruling out both the above, however, the 
Mayor of London needed just a few words 
of a Daily Telegraph column about the 
threat of Isil/IS/Isis both here and abroad 
to hoist the preposterous bar by several 
notches, and educate those in need of 
this lesson as to why on no account must 
the now would-be MP for Uxbridge and 
South Ruislip ever be entrusted with the 
leadership of his country.

In Boris’s defence, there is a notable 
difference between 1) a column of the sort 
he composes each weekend with such 
enviable fluency and elegance; and 2) the 
formulation of government policy. But since 
he is the current favourite to succeed David 
Cameron, and a putative prime minister, 
we are entitled to take his musings more 
seriously than those of idiots such as myself.

Contemplating the danger to domestic 
security posed by young British jihadis, 
the number of whom is guestimated at 
500 to 600, returning from Syria and Iraq 
with murder in their hearts, Boris wrote 
this: “The police can and do interview the 
returnees, but it is hard to press charges 
without evidence. The law needs a swift and 
minor change so that there is a ‘rebuttable 
presumption’ that all those visiting war 
areas without notifying the authorities have 
done so for a terrorist purpose.”

On one level, it must be admitted that 
even Boris has never produced anything 
funnier than this. To describe the 
peremptory reversal of the presumption of 
innocence as “a minor change” is, in its dark 
way, comic genius. For centuries all over 
this world, people fought and died for an 
equitable system of justice. Underpinning 
every other facet of that – “the golden thread 
that runs through it” – is the absolute, 
inalienable right to be presumed innocent 
until proved otherwise. Remove that, and 
there is simply no justice at all. Remove it 
in the limited case of British Muslims who, 
for whatever reason, have visited war zones, 
and what you introduce – does this actually 
need spelling out? – is a form of apartheid.

This is not to suggest that those Boris 
has in mind will not be a clear and present 
danger, if they are not so already. His 
suggestion will make him more popular 
then ever. It will appeal to a vast chunk of 
the public – it may have been designed, 

who knows, to delight the good Tories of 
Uxbridge as he seeks their nomination as 
parliamentary candidate – because these are 
unusually confusing and scary times.

It is undeniably terrifying to watch the 
Western powers trying to grapple with an 
almost limitless rat’s nest of interconnected 
problems in the Middle East. The situation 
is one of such Byzantine complexity that 
the challenge feels like a pan-dimensional 
chess board, on which every piece is wired 
to electrocute if the wrong move is made. 

There may be no right moves at all 
– just a choice of slightly less wrong ones. 
But with people craving easy answers, as 
they do when a problem is horrendously 
difficult, it is an act of grotesque 
irresponsibility for Boris to grandstand like 
this with an idea he ought to know should 
not, and could not, be effected.

“We are going to have to make up our 
minds very quickly …” his piece began, 
“how we deal with these Brits who go off 
and fight in its [Isis’s] name.”

Quite the reverse, we – or those we elect 
– are going to have to make up their minds 
with the utmost caution. The danger of 
inflaming moderate Muslim opinion and 
creating a new wave of Luton jihadis by a 
hysterical overreaction is intense.

It may be that the reintroduction of 
Control Orders is needed, and the suspects 
will obviously need monitoring by the 
security services. But the Government 
must take any steps with the greatest 
caution, because it is traversing a minefield 
and the detonations if it puts a foot wrong 
could be horrendous.

What Boris reminds us with his faux-
naif showboating is that the single most 

important quality in a political leader is 
neither talent, charm, drollery, charisma 
nor intellect. Always, but more than ever 
in such a wickedly fraught and volatile era, 
it is judgement. It is the ability to resist 
enormous pressure – the tabloid, phone-in 
and backbench screeches to do something, 
do anything – when acting in the dark is far 
more perilous than doing nothing at all.

It is the maturity, perspective and 
calmness of temperament that provide 
resistance to the temptation to offer easy 
answers for short-term approval. It is pretty 
much everything that Boris Johnson, in a 
few lines of a newspaper column, proved 
beyond any lingering 
doubt that he lacks.

Twitter: @
MatthewJNorman

Voices 



Coupling 
Who needs Friends when you’ve got 
Coupling? Award-winning comedy, 
written by Steven Moffat, starring 
Jack Davenport and Sarah Alexander.

Watch tonight 9pm 
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A new government without a natural majority 
in parliament and little popular support will 
attempt over the next two years to impose the 
economic reforms which France has resisted, 
or skirted, for two decades. 

Officially, the administration that took office 
last night – the fourth government of François 
Hollande’s 27-months-old presidency – will be 
a band of like-minded brothers and sisters loyal 
to the courageous, reformist line of the Presi-
dent and his Prime Minister, Manuel Valls. 

Looked at another way, it will be a narrow, 
unrepresentative administration trying to 
impose complex political and economic choices 
on a querulous country – and a traditionalist left 
– which thought that it had voted for a radically 
different approach in 2012.

Over the next couple of years, Mr Hollande, 
Mr Valls and their new governing team will be 
trying to scale back the sprawling French state, 
redraw the French administrative map, reduce 
the payroll tax burden of business, rekindle 

growth and reverse the relentless rise of unem-
ployment. 

As if that were not enough, they will also be 
trying to reinvent a French left and centre-left 
which remains largely hostile to the market-
friendly “social democratic” choices belatedly 
made by Mr Hollande (in the wake of almost 
every other large centre-left party in Europe).

Such multiple tasks would be daunting for a 
popular president and a popular government. 
After two years of muddle and hesitation, and 

poor economic results, President Hollande 
is mired at 17 per cent in the opinion polls 
– the lowest score of any president in the Fifth 
Republic (since 1958). His Prime Minister, 
Manuel Valls, is also beginning to plunge in 
the polls as the French economy flatlines and 
unemployment creeps beyond 10 per cent.

The new government will be hostage to the 
whims of a narrow Socialist parliamentary 

 Continued on P.24 > 

Valls II: Hollande’s last chance?
As the French Prime Minister, Manuel Valls, announces a new cabinet purged of vocal opponents, will this be the last 

throw of the dice for the least popular administration since 1958? J o h n  L i C h f i e L d  reports from Paris

French Prime Minister Manuel Valls leaves a meeting in Paris yesterday to appoint a new cabinet amid rows over economic policy, plunging the country into a fresh political crisis AFP/GETTy 
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Hollande ‘clarifies’ 
cabinet amid tension  
in own government
< Continued from P.23

majority, which includes from 40 to 50 “sup-
porters” of the weekend’s anti-austerity tirade 
by the Economy Minister Arnaud Montebourg. 
He and two other high-profile, left-wing min-
isters – Benoît Hamon and Aurélie Filipetti 
– were purged from the “clarified” government 
team announced yesterday.

A Hollande loyalist, the Finance Minister, 
Michel Sapin, 62, will absorb much of Mr Monte-
bourg’s economic policy portfolio. A non-elected 
senior Elysée Palace official, Emmanuel Macron, 
37 – regarded as a right-winger – becomes Econ-
omy and Industry Minister.

A Moroccan-born, rising star of the French 
left, Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, 36, becomes the 
youngest ever French Education Minister and 
the first woman to hold the post. 

Another young woman of non-French ori-
gin, Fleur Pellerin, 41, who was adopted from 
South Korea as a baby, is promoted to Culture 
Minister. Patrick Kanner, 47, deputy mayor of 
Lille, become Sports Minister.  

In a day of difficult negotiations, the Greens, 
a small left-wing party, and at least one Socialist 
ex-minister refused to join the new Valls team. 
All other senior posts remained unchanged.

In theory, the new government is extremely 
fragile. It has no natural majority in the National 
Assembly if the Socialist dissidents – or tradi-
tionalists – rebel. Only the certainty of left-wing 
wipe-out in an early parliamentary election will 
prevent the Socialist rebels from bringing the 
government down when critical budgetary 
votes come due next month. 

All the same, accidents do happen.
The fate of the new government – Valls II 

– also depends on the fears and political cal-
culations of the main centre-right opposition 
party, the Union pour un Mouvement Popu-
laire (UMP). Leaderless and divided, the last 
thing that the UMP wants is to fight, and prob-
ably win, an early parliamentary election which 
would plunge it into an unpopular “co-habita-
tion” with President Hollande until the next 
presidential election in May 2017.

Here too, accidents might happen.
Over this shattered political and economic 

landscape looms the baleful presence of Marine 
Le Pen’s “de-demonised” Front National. 
Based on the strong NF performance in local 
and European elections in the spring, an early 
legislative election, in say 2015, could give the 
French far-right a large bloc of seats in the 
National Assembly for the first time.

How did it come to this? The fault is not just that 
of François Hollande. Ever since 1995-96, when 
Jacques Chirac abandoned his brief attempts to 

reform pensions and welfare and restore French 
competitiveness, successive governments have 
baulked at most of the hard choices.

Nicolas Sarkozy came to power in 2007 
promising much. He delivered little before he 
was swamped by the world financial crisis of 
2008-9. Mr Hollande defeated him in 2012 by 
promising to cut deficits mostly by raising taxes 
on the rich, to generate growth and jobs and to 
make “big finance” his enemy.

After 19 months of tax rises and rising unem-
ployment, Mr Hollande switched direction in 
January to his “competitiveness pact” – a long 
overdue easing of the payroll tax burden on 
French industry in return for the promise of 
the creation of thousands of new jobs. 

Eight months later, this pact is still being 
negotiated with unions and employers. Mr Hol-
lande and Mr Valls are reversing some tax rises 
and trying to take a €50bn axe to the French 
state over three years. They are committed to 
simplifying and reducing French bureaucracy 
by, amongst other things, reducing the number 
of regional governments from 22 to 12.

In his tirade at the weekend, Mr Montebourg 
did not reject all these policies. He objected to 
the rapid, EU-imposed pace of the cuts in state 
deficits all over Europe, which he blamed on the 
“kafkaesque” right-wing “dogma” of the Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel. Some of the sav-
ings in France, he said, should be spent instead 
on boosting the purchasing power of ordinary 
people through tax cuts and welfare rises. 

Mr Montebourg’s timing was strange. The 
French government was already heading 
broadly in this direction. Mr Hollande planned 
– and doubtless still plans – to try to persuade 
Ms Merkel and Brussels to cut him some more 
deficit-cutting slack next month. The European 
Central Bank is already moving towards a form 
of “quantitative easing”  another key Monte-
bourg demand.

By making a direct attack on Ms Merkel, Mr 
Montebourg was, in effect, making a dramatic 
resignation speech without resigning. Other 
Socialist politicians assume that he had con-
cluded that the Hollande-Valls government 
was doomed to fail. He decided that it was the 
right time to position himself to become the 
“Next Big Thing” on the French left.

Mr Montebourg may be right about the pace 
of the deficit cuts. He may be right about Mr 
Hollande’s chances of pulling his presidency 
from the fire. The self-serving nature of his 
departure is a reminder that, over two decades 
at least, France has frequently been let down 
by its mainstream politicians.
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All systems 
stop: US 
hypersonic 
missile 
destroyed 
at launch

DavID alExaNDEr
and aNDrEa SHalal
In WashIngton

The mission was aborted to 
ensure public safety, and no 
one was injured in the incident 
at the Kodiak Launch Complex 
in Alaska, said Maureen Schu-
mann, a spokeswoman for the 
US Defence Department.

“We had to terminate,” 
Ms Schumann said. “The 
weapon exploded during 
take-off and fell back down 
in the range complex.” The 
incident on Monday caused 
an undetermined amount of 
damage to the launch facility, 
Ms Schumann added.

The weapon, known as 
the Advanced Hypersonic 
Weapon, was developed by 
Sandia National Laboratory 
and the US Army. When it has 
been perfected the weapon 
would be expected to travel 
at Mach 5 – five times the 
speed of sound or in excess of 
3,600mph.

Ms Schumann said the 
weapon, known as Stars, 
for Strategic Target System, 
included a glide body mounted 
on a three-stage, solid-propel-
lant booster. 

It is being developed as part 

A hypersonic weapon being 
developed by the US military 
was destroyed four seconds 
after its launch from a test 
range in Alaska, after control-
lers detected a problem with 
the system.

The weapon is part of a pro-
gramme to create a missile that 
it is hoped will be able to destroy 
targets anywhere on Earth 
within an hour of getting data 
and permission to launch.

Palestinian 
boys 
celebrate 
with guns 
what hamas 
called a 
‘victory’ 
over Israel 
in gaza City 
yesterday  
aP

arNauD MoNTEbourg  
ECoNoMy MINISTEr

bENoIT HaMoN  
EDuCaTIoN MINISTEr

aurélIE FIlIPPETTI  
CulTurE MINISTEr

T h e  P u rg e  O u Tg O i n g  ‘a n T i - au s T e r i T y ’ r e b e l s 

 Editorial, P.2
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Israel and Hamas agree an 
‘open-ended’ ceasefire deal

Israel and Hamas yesterday 
agreed to an open-ended 
ceasefire in the Gaza war after 
seven weeks of fighting that 
has seen more than 2,200 peo-
ple killed, the vast majority of 
them Palestinians. 

In the end, both sides set-
tled for an ambiguous interim 
agreement in exchange for a 
period of calm. Hamas, though 
badly battered, remains in 
control of Gaza with part of its 
military arsenal intact. Israel 
and Egypt will continue to 
control access to blockaded 
Gaza, despite Hamas’ long-
running demand that the 
border closures imposed in 
2007 be lifted.

“This time we hope the 
ceasefire will stick,” said Israeli 
government spokesman Mark 
Regev. He portrayed the deal 
as one Hamas had rejected in 
previous negotiations.

Hamas declared victory, 
even though it had little to 
show for a war that killed 2,143 
Palestinians, wounded more 
than 11,000 and left some 

MOHAMMED DARAGHMEH
and KARIN LAUB 
In gaza

Gaza, with the help of God, 
and the steadfastness of our 
people and the noble resist-
ance,” Sami Abu Zuhri, a 
Hamas spokesman, said at a 
news conference. 

Israel and Egypt imposed the 
blockade after Hamas seized 
Gaza by force in 2007. Under 
the restrictions, virtually all of 
Gaza’s 1.8 million people can-
not trade or travel. Only a few 
thousand are able to leave the 
territory each month. 

During the war, Hamas 
had said it would only agree 
to a ceasefire if the blockade is 
lifted. However, Israeli pres-
sure on the group has been  
escalating. Hamas is believed 
to be left with just one-third 
of its initial rocket arsenal of 
10,000, while Israel says it  
has destroyed most of Hamas’s 
network of military tunnels. 

I s r a e l i  s t r i k e s  h a v e 
destroyed or severely dam-
aged more than 17,000 
Gazan homes, according to 
United Nations estimates, 
leaving about 100,000 peo-
ple homeless. The number 
of dead has also been rising 
steadily, reaching at least 
2,140 by Tuesday, with more 
than 11,000 Gazans wounded 
since 8 July, Palestinian health 
 officials said. 

On the Israeli side, 69 people 
have been killed, all but four of 
them soldiers. Thousands of 
Israelis living near Gaza have 
fled their homes, including 
in recent days when Gazan 
 militants stepped up mortar 
fire on southern Israel. AP

Terms include an  
Israeli agreement 
to ease its  
Gaza blockade  
to allow in  
relief supplies

100,000 homeless. On the 
Israeli side, 64 soldiers and 
five civilians were killed, the 
last a man killed by Palestinian 
mortar fire shortly before the 
ceasefire was announced.

In Gaza, massive celebra-
tory gunfire erupted after the 
deadline. Chants normally 
reserved for Muslim holidays 
could be heard from mosque 
loudspeakers. Earlier, officials 
from Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
the main groups involved in 
the fighting with Israel, had 
said the ceasefire included an 
Israeli agreement to ease its 
blockade to allow relief sup-
plies and construction materi-
als into the territory. 

Talks on more complex 
issues, such as the demand 
from Hamas to build an air-
port and a seaport, would 
begin in a month, said Ziad 
Nakhala, a senior Islamic  
Jihad official. 

The details of the ceasefire 
would effectively mean that 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad set-
tled for terms that are similar 
to those that ended more 
than a week of fighting with 
Israel in 2012. Under those 
terms, Israel promised to ease 
restrictions gradually, while 
Hamas pledged to halt rocket 
fire from Gaza at Israel. The 
truce held for long stretches, 
but Gaza’s border blockade 
also remained largely intact. 

Even though it apparently 
had little to show for it, Hamas 
declared victory. “We are here 
today to declare the victory of 
the resistance, the victory of 

Egypt and UAE ‘behind airstrikes on Libya’

ANNE GEARAN
In WashIngton

The United Arab Emirates and 
Egypt have carried out a series 
of airstrikes in the Libyan capi-
tal of Tripoli, marking an esca-
lation in the war among Libya’s 
rival militias that has driven 
diplomats from the country, 
according to US officials.

The Obama administration 
did not know about the military 
intervention, although the US 
was aware that action by Arab 
states might come as the crisis 
worsened, said an official. 

The airstrikes appear to be 
because of the growing influ-
ence and power of Islamist 
militias. The region’s mon-
archies and dictatorships are 
alarmed about Islamist gains 
from Libya to Syria and Iraq.

The airstrikes may signal a 
new willingness by some Arab 
states to take a more direct 
military role in the region. 

Various groups in Libya 
have been battling for con-
trol of Tripoli airport, and the 
strikes may have been a failed 
attempt to keep it from falling 
to extremist groups. 

Washington has long been 
worried about a proxy war 
in Libya, with Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt and the UAE backing 
more secular militias against 
Islamist forces supported by 
Qatar. The US says Qatar is 
arming and funding Islamist 
forces in Libya. 

Islamist militias blamed 
the airstrikes on Egypt and 
the UAE. That prompted a 
denial by the Egyptian Presi-
dent, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi. The 
UAE government declined to 
comment. 

After the first of the two 
air attacks, US intelligence 
believed claims of responsibil-
ity made by Khalifa Hifter, the 
retired Libyan general, who is 
battling militia fighters. 

It was only after a second 

round of attacks that intelli-
gence officials began to focus 
on other combatants. 

US officials said that the 
departure of UAE jets from 
their bases would not have 
attracted notice and sug-
gested that the aircraft were 
armed during a stopover  
in Egypt.

The Obama administration 
would not confirm the partici-
pation of Egypt and the UAE 
publicly, nor discuss any details 
of the operation. “Libya’s chal-
lenges are political, and vio-
lence will not resolve them,” 
Jen Psaki, a State Department 
spokeswoman, said. 

“Our focus is on the political 
process there. We believe out-
side interference exacerbates 
current divisions and under-
mines Libya’s democratic tran-
sition. And that’s why our focus 
remains on urging all factions 
to come together to peacefully 
resolve the current crisis.”
©The Washington Post

Egyptian 
President 
Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi denied 
involvement in 
the strikes

of the Defence Department’s 
conventional prompt global 
strike (CPGS) technology 
development programme. 
Officials are investigating 
the cause of the flight anomaly 
that caused the mission to be 
terminated.

Scott Wight, a local pho-
tographer who observed the 
launch, described the explosion 
as “a scary sight to see” accord-
ing to the KMXT radio.

Ms Schumann said that, in 
addition to the previous suc-
cessful test, the hypersonic 
weapon had “gone through a 
series of ground testing and 
modelling and simulation”. 

“This was one concept that 
we were looking at in a range 
of possible CPGS concepts,” 
she said. “The whole CPGS 
programme is event-driven, 
not time- or schedule-driven. 
So we keep learning from a 
variety of ground testing and 
modelling and simulation and 
other tests.”

Riki Ellison, founder of the 
non-profit Missile Defence 
Advocacy Alliance, said he did 
not think the failure would lead 

to the end of the programme. 
“This is such an important 
mission and there is promise 
in this technology,” he said.

James Acton, a defence ana-
lyst at the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace, 
said the Pentagon had never 
been clear about the mission, 
with some viewing the weapon 
as a tool against terrorists and 
others seeing it as a counter 
to China or Iran and North 
Korea. China tested a hyper-
sonic system in January.

While hypersonic weapons 
are unlikely to be fielded for at 
least a decade, Mr Acton said 
the fact that Washington and 
Beijing were both testing the 
weapons indicated there was a 
real potential for an arms race. 
“I believe the US programme 
is significantly more sophisti-
cated than the Chinese pro-
gramme,” he said.

In a test in November 2011, 
the craft had successfully 
flown from Hawaii to Kwa-
jalein Atoll in the Marshall 
Islands, about 2,500 miles. On 
Monday, it was supposed to 
fly from Alaska to Kwajalein. 

We declare 
the victory 
of the 
resistance 
and the 
victory of 
Gaza
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Andrew Buncombe
Letter from Asia

What do Modi and Clegg have  
in common? More than you think

“The underlying spirit 
between human beings 
and the Earth is that of a 
mother-son relationship,” 
Narendra Modi, who was 
then the chief minister 
of Gujarat, said in 2010, 
at the launch of a book 
he had written about the 
environment. He added: 
“I have always believed 
in the complementary 
relationship between 
human beings and nature.”

Four years on, Mr Modi is 
now Prime Minister of India 
and issues of climate change 
and the environment are 
receiving national and 
international attention. 
After years during which 
the previous government 
had a “go slow” policy when 
it came to international 
agreements that sought to 
limit emissions, Mr Modi’s 
government appears to be 
beginning to listen.

That, at any rate, was the 
understanding of a British 
delegation which visited 
India this week.

“Until the Modi 
government, India was 
getting in the way of 
moving forward, along 
with countries such as 
China, Saudi Arabia and 
Brazil,” said Ed Davey, 
the Secretary of State 
for Energy and Climate 
Change, who this week 
endured record August 
temperatures in Delhi to 
join the delegation, led 
by Nick Clegg. “The new 
government seems quite 
different in its approach.”

Mr Davey said that in 
Gujarat Mr Modi had 
achieved not just economic 
success, but climate change 
success. He had overseen 
growth rates of 10 per cent 
while at the same time 
investing in solar, wind and 
water security. 

Mr Davey said Gujarat 
was now home to one of the 
biggest solar farms in Asia. 
“Not only does he walk the 
walk, but he has a climate 
change department.”

India, with a population 
of more than 1.2 billion, is 
estimated to be the world’s 
third overall producer of 
CO2, behind China and 
the US. Yet per capita, 
it ranks 133rd, ahead of 
Armenia but behind the 
Marshall Islands. 

For more than a decade 
after the signing of the 

Kyoto agreement, India 
refused to enter discussions 
on binding limits, saying 
it would only do so once 
the West had reduced its 
own emissions to similar 
per capita levels. Experts 
estimated that could take 
more than 20 years.

Asked if he believed Mr 
Modi’s government had 
changed India’s policy on 
refusing to discuss such 
issues, Mr Davey said: “I 
think he gets that [tackling] 
climate change is not an 
inhibitor to growth.”

One of several 
environmental issues on 
which Britain and India 
could work together is 
the effort to clean up the 
sacred Ganges River. At 
a reception in Delhi on 
Monday, Mr Clegg said that 
the issue had come up.

Mr Clegg mentioned 
Britain’s own efforts to 
clean the admittedly much 
shorter River Thames, a 
waterway that was once 
effectively dead as it passed 
through London but which 
is now home to fish, wild 
birds, and on rare occasions 
northern bottlenose whales. 

He said the challenge 
facing India in regard to the 
Ganges was far tougher, but 
that it was possible Britain 
could help Delhi’s efforts.

The Department of 
Energy and Climate 
Change said that Britain 
and India were always 
working to “increase 
long-term collaboration” 
when it comes to “policy, 
regulatory areas and offer 
commercial opportunities 
in renewable energy”, and 
that a memorandum of 
understanding between the 
two countries, currently 
being discussed, would 
help to “formalise this 
relationship”.   

Environmentalists in 
India share the view that 
Mr Modi is committed to 
investment in renewable 
energy as a means of 
providing energy to than 
600 million Indians who 
have either no electricity 
or can only access it for a 
couple of hours a day. But 
they said that Mr Modi was 
also committed to non-
renewable sources. Vinuta 
Gopal, of Greenpeace India, 
said: “He has also shown a 
commitment to expanding 
coal power.”

Britain 
and India  
could work 
together  
to clean up 
the sacred 
Ganges

Tourists behaving badly 
sully the Beach of Purity

As the summer holidays draw 
to a close, Italy is working itself 
into a lather over a season of 
tourists behaving badly.

An episode of open-air sex 
in the idyllic fishing port and 
resort of Gallipoli in Puglia is 
the latest scandal to outrage 
the country’s media, as it 
hunts for examples of seaside 
loutishness after complain-
ing about drunken, shirtless 
visitors in Venice and rowdy 
hordes in Rome.

The newspaper La Repub-
blica declared Gallipoli to 
be “the capital of sex, drugs, 
alcohol, trash – and trashy 
tourism” – a sort of Sodom-
and-Gomorrah-by-Sea. The 
charge is based largely on the 
emergence of a grainy video 
showing a young couple hav-
ing oral sex on an empty beach 
at dawn last week. 

The man and woman have 
not been identified and their 
nationalities are not known. 
The town is very popular with 
Italian tourists as well as for-
eign holidaymakers.

The scene of the transgres-
sion, the inappropriately 
named Beach of Purity, forms 
part of the historic walled 
centre of the city. But no one 
would have been any the wiser 
had a strangely fascinated 
local campaign group – the 
Citizen’s Committee for the 
Liberation of Gallipoli – not 
put the video on Facebook.  

After a surge in traffic and 
many complaints, the com-
mittee removed the video. 
But outraged newspapers 
seized on the scandal and 
declared it to be the latest 

and most shocking example 
of “il degrado” – the degrada-
tion – afflicting Italy’s holiday 
resorts. La Repubblica yester-
day posted 50 or so photos on 
its website showing tourists 
sleeping rough on Gallipoli’s 
rubbish-strewn streets.

It’s not clear to what extent 
the outrage in the Italian press 
reflects the opinion of ordi-
nary citizens. Some readers 
commented on its website, 
“lucky them” and “wish that 
were me”.

But Salvatore de Ventura, 
an accident and emergency 
spokesman for the Snami health 
union, warned that young 
tourists’ appetite for excess in 
southern Puglia was such that 
ambulance services were “often 
paralysed by the number of call-
outs for drunkenness”.

Last Thursday in Gallipoli, 
after the sex video emerged, 
300 local citizens protested in 
front of the town hall at what 
they saw as too much leniency 
in the face of mounting drunk-
enness and vulgarity.

Venice has also been scan-
dalised by uncouth tourists 
in the past month, with vid-
eos emerging of two people 
urinating in litter bins and 
another washing himself in 
the Grand Canal.

That news led the junior 
tourism minister, Ilaria Bor-
letti Buitoni, to call for means 
to better regulate tourism, 
which, she said, “while cer-
tainly a source of economic 
development, must not come 
at the detriment of the cultural 
identity of the city”.

In June this year, one Tus-
can hotel owner even pro-
duced an etiquette guide for 
the rich but uncouth Russian 
visitors that upmarket Italian 

MIcHaEl Day
in Rome

Italians – yes, Italians – are shocked by events at the resort of Gallipoli
resorts like to fleece while 
holding their noses. 

The television commercial 
advised Russians to “smile 
more” and to be more polite 
in their dealings with wait-
ers and hotel staff. They were 
told that ordering a cappuc-
cino after lunch or dinner was 
a faux pas, and were warned 
against ordering red wine with 
fish or seafood. The commer-
cial added that choosing the 
most expensive bottle from 
the wine list every time was 
considered vulgar. 

Salvatore Madonna, the 
hotelier behind the advice, 
sought to deflect accusations 
that it was condescending. 
“We don’t want to give them 
instruction, just to offer advice 
on some of the peculiarities of 
the Italian way of life,” he said. 

Italians, who traditionally 
go on holiday with their par-
ents and lie on sun loungers in 
family groups, were alarmed, 
or in some cases amused, by 
pictures that emerged last 
week of three young compa-
triots walking around Bar-
celona completely nude, an 
incident that reinforced the 
theory that uptight Italians 
like to let their hair down as 
much as any other nationality, 
once they’ve grabbed a cheap 
flight to somewhere else.

Pictures of the toned and 
handsome male trio caused a 
mix of outrage and titters in 
Italy. In Barcelona, however, 
locals took to the streets, call-
ing for the city authorities to 
do more to combat the scourge 
of “drunken tourism”. 

“Here tourists do whatever 
they want,” local photogra-
pher Vicens Forner told El 
País, busily snapping photos 
of the Italian tourists.

The Italian 
media is 
outraged 
by what it 
has taken 
to calling 
‘il degrado’ 

World

an unident-
ified man who 
calls himself 
mangetsu-
man (mr Full 
moon) cleans 
tokyo’s 
nihonbashi 
bridge. a 
superhero 
who fights 
grime, he 
also wants 
the bridge’s 
overhead 
highway 
removed 
REUTERS

Tokyo’s 
grime 
fighter
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Putin threatens trade 
sanctions over EU deal

The Russian President, 
Vladimir Putin, urged his 
Ukrainian counterpart yester-
day not to escalate an offensive 
against pro-Moscow rebels, 
and threatened economic retal-
iation for signing a trade accord 
with the European Union.

At the leaders’ first meet-
ing since June, the Ukrainian 
President, Petro Poroshenko, 
replied by demanding a halt to 
arms shipments from Russia 
to the separatist fighters.

The pair shook hands at the 
start of talks in the Belarussian 
capital Minsk, only hours after 
Kiev said it had captured Rus-
sian soldiers engaged in a 
“special mission” on Ukrain-
ian territory.

A day after announcing that 
it had detained 10 Russian para-
troopers who crossed the bor-
der in a column of armed infan-
try vehicles, Ukraine released 
video of its captives.

In footage posted on the 
official Facebook page of 
the Ukrainian government’s 
“anti-terrorist operation”, the 
men were shown dressed in 
camouflage fatigues. One of 
them, who identified himself 
as Ivan Milchakov, listed his 
personal details, including 
the name of his paratroop 
regiment, which he said was 

Four men –
who said 
they were 
Russian 
servicemen – 
were 
captured by 
ukraine and 
filmed 
speaking of 
their 
‘mission’ 
REUTERS

AlExEI ANISHcHUk  and 
NATAlIA ZINETS

based in the Russian town of 
Kostroma.

“I did not see where we 
crossed the border. They just 
told us we were going on a 
70km [45 mile] march over 
three days,” he said in the 
video. “Everything is differ-
ent here, not like they show it 
on television. We’ve come as 
cannon fodder.”

Another man in the footage, 
who gave his name as Sergeant 
Aleksei Generalov, said: “Stop 
sending in our boys. Why? 
This is not our war.” Social 
media accounts belonging 
to several of the men showed 
them in camouflage or para-
troopers’ uniforms.

Russian news agencies 
quoted a Defence Ministry 
source as confirming that Rus-
sian servicemen had crossed 
into Ukraine but saying they 
did so inadvertently. “The 
soldiers really did participate 
in a patrol of a section of the 
Russian-Ukrainian border, 
crossed it by accident on an 
unmarked section, and as far 
as we understand showed no 
resistance to the armed forces 
of Ukraine when they were 
detained,” the source said.

Ukraine rejected that expla-
nation. “This wasn’t a mistake, 
but a special mission they were 
carrying out,” military spokes-
man Andriy Lysenko said in a 
televised briefing.

Moscow has long denied 
charges by Kiev that it has 
been sending weapons and 
fighters to help the separatists 
in eastern Ukraine. 

The United States and 
the EU have backed Kiev 
by imposing sanctions on 
Moscow in a standoff that 
has prompted both Russia 
and Nato to step up military 

DOWNLOAD 
OUR FREE APP

The FREE Independent 
digital app provides you 
with constantly updating 
news coverage; plus a 30 
day free trial to download 
the PDF version of the 
printed newspaper daily 
and access to all of the 
weekend supplements 
such as The New Review, 
Radar, Traveller and The 
Independent Magazine.

Download it now at: 
independent.co.uk/apps

manoeuvres. Mr Putin said: 
“We are convinced that today, 
[the Ukraine crisis] cannot be 
solved by further escalation 
of the military scenario with-
out taking into account vital 
interests of the south-eastern 
regions of the country and 
without a peaceful dialogue 
with its representatives.”

He said the Russian econ-
omy could lose about 100bn 
roubles (£1.6bn) if European 
goods reached its markets via 
Ukraine after Kiev signed the 
trade deal with the EU in June. 
Moscow would retaliate with 
trade measures if that were to 
happen, Mr Putin added.

Mr Poroshenko responded 
by defending a peace plan 
he issued in June, when the 
rebels in the southeast Donbas 
region scorned his invitation 
to lay down their arms and 
leave by a safe corridor.

“The prime condition for a 
stabilisation of the situation in 
Donbas is the establishment 
of effective control over the 
Russian-Ukrainian border. It 
is vital to do everything to stop 
deliveries of equipment and 
arms to the fighters,” he said.

More than 2,000 people 
have been killed since April in 
the fighting, but the Ukrainian 
army has now largely pinned 
the rebels down in two eastern 
strongholds.

Baroness Ashton, the EU 
foreign policy chief, and the 
leaders of Belarus and Kaza-
khstan were also taking part 
in the Minsk meeting.

Mr Poroshenko pointedly 
mentioned the other partici-
pants by name in his opening 
remarks, but not Mr Putin, 
referring only to “the pres-
ence of the leadership of the 
Russian Federation”. REUTERS

Ukraine demands 
halt to Russian 
arms shipments 
at tense meeting 
of regional 
leaders in Minsk

NEwS IN 
bRIEf

Three UN peacekeepers 
killed in helicopter crash
Three crew members 
of a UN peacekeeping 
helicopter were killed in 
South Sudan yesterday 
when their aircraft crashed 
on a routine cargo flight. A 
fourth crew member was 
being treated for injuries. 
The Russian-designed Mi-8 
helicopter crashed about six 
miles south of Bentiu, the 
capital of Unity State, which 
has seen regular fighting 
during the country’s civil 
conflict. REUTERS

Deputy PM too busy for 
ice-bucket challenge
Qubad Talabani, the 
Deputy Prime Minister 
of the Kurdistan Regional 
Government, has 
apologised for not taking up 
the “ice-bucket challenge”, 
where iced water is 
dumped over the head of 
a nominated participant 
to raise awareness and 
donations to motor neurone 
disease charities. He cited 
the situation in northern 
Iraq, where Kurdish forces 
are battling Isis miltants. 

SoUTH SUDAN kURDISTAN

a woman with a basket used to carry grass 
walks through a field at Khokana in Lalitpur, 
nepal yesterday
REUTERS/NAvESH cHITRAkAR

Grassroots 
movement
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Referendum will not end enmity and division
Throughout the Scottish 
independence debate, the 
Better Together campaign 
has been too much based 
on threats and negativity, 
letting itself down as a 
result. Now, however, 
I’m surprised by how the 
pro-independence side has 
been let down by the SNP’s 
leader, through lack of 
dignity and answers. 

In the latest TV clash 
between Alex Salmond and 
Alistair Darling, Darling 
seemed to handle himself 
well enough, but Salmond 
never seemed to have any 
real facts, figures or answers 
to key questions, turning 
instead to a personal and 
nasty attack on the person 
in front of him. 

He was incredibly rude, 
continuing to talk over and 
interrupt his opponent 
– something which must be 
embarrassing for many Yes 
voters.

Whatever the result of 
Scotland’s referendum, it 
will likely now lead to even 
greater enmity and division 

that will not be easily 
overcome.
Emilie Lamplough
Trowbridge, Wiltshire

As an English outsider 
doggedly sitting through 
the TV debate on Scottish 
independence, my 
overwhelming feeling  
was that neither protagonist 
presented an attractive 
option for the rest of  
the UK. 

Mr Salmond concentrated 
on cobbling together a 
ludicrous (certainly for 
Scotland) currency union 
and a costly (at least to the 
rest of the UK) defence 
policy, while Mr Darling 
painted a picture of 
Scotland dependent on 
potential financial bailouts 
from the rest of the UK.

Not a great future, 
whichever side prevails.
David Bracey
Chesham Bois, 
Buckinghamshire 

Gordon Brown says that the 
NHS is safer in the UK than 

in an independent Scotland. 
This is either the height of 
arrogance or a belief that 
the public have no memory. 

The idea of funding 
hospital building using PFI 
(private finance initiative) 
was introduced at the end 
of the Thatcher period and 
picked up by Brown, who 
drove the plan very hard, so 
that it became the norm in 
England. 

The private companies 
would finance and build 
new hospitals and lease 
them back to the NHS. 
It was claimed that this 
funding method passed 
the financial risk from the 
Government on to the 
private sector – which was 
rubbish. 

To get the banks and 
private companies to lend 
the money, the Treasury 
had to agree to underwrite 
the risks of the projects.  
PFI is thus a risk-free 
bonanza for the private 
sector.

Contracts were for 30-
60 years at rates varying 

from 5.3 to 7.9 per cent per 
annum. PFI repayments 
increased by nearly £200m 
from £459m in 2009/10 to 
£628.7m in 2011/12. In one 
PFI contract, by 2011 the 
taxpayer owed £121.4bn 
to pay for an infrastructure 
valued at £52.9bn.  

At the end of the lease, 
the building becomes the 
property of the private 
company, with the NHS 
owning nothing. 

Chief executives of 
PFI-funded facilities had to 
show how the annual debt 
charges would be met from 
the operating budgets, ie 
the budget that normally 
pays for staff and supplies. 
Since rental had to be paid 
out of NHS funds, this 
reduced the funds available 
for treating patients. The 
Blair/Brown Government 
therefore produced a cut in 
NHS funding.

Alistair Darling was part 
of the Blair/Brown Cabinet 
and succeeded Gordon 
Brown as Chancellor. Can 
we trust either Brown 

IsIs ILLustratEs 
futILIty of trIDEnt
I unequivocally condemn 
the brutal murders of Lee 
Rigby and James Foley, but 
I dare welcome the birth of 
Islamic State (Isis) – only 
to emphasise the folly of 
the claim that we need the 
Trident nuclear weapons 
system as the ultimate 
guarantee of our security.

Armed only with its 
twisted interpretation  
of the Koran and 
conventional weapons, 
Isis has sent shockwaves 
through the nuclear-armed 
and Nato-allied British 
Government.  

Supported by Labour, 
Theresa May has 
announced that she is to 
introduce an “anti-social 
behaviour order” that 
will strip extremists with 
dual nationality of their 
citizenship. Boris Johnson 
wants anyone returning 
from an unauthorised 
trip to Syria or Iraq to 
be presumed guilty of 
terrorism. 

David Davis has gone 
further and called for 
anyone suspected of 
terrorism activities to 
be stripped of their 
citizenship.

None of these drastic 

measures will protect 
Britain from violence by 
home-grown or home-based 
Islamist fundamentalists. 
On the contrary, they are 
likely to go underground to 
launch a devastating attack, 
as they did on 7/7.

As someone who spent 
two years working with 
Ealing borough police 
as a volunteer stop-and-
search adviser, I can say 
that the British people 
are hopelessly exposed to 
an existential threat from 
home-grown terrorism 
thanks to the savage 
cuts in public spending, 
which have seen a massive 
reduction in police 
numbers.

Police officers who 
have remained in post are 
demoralised because their 
overtime allowances have 
also been reduced or cut. 
These cuts are taking  
place while we are  
planning to replace  
Trident at an estimated  
cost of £100bn.

Unless we are planning 
to nuke these home-
grown terrorists on our 
streets, or in Iraq and 
Syria, the Government 
and all the main parties 
must seriously consider 
whether to go ahead with 

the plan to replace Trident, 
or spend that money 
recruiting, training and 
equipping more police and 
intelligence personnel.
sam akaki
London W3 

Given that Isis, Hezbollah 
and Hamas are one in their 
openly avowed intent to 
eradicate the Little Satan 
(Israel) followed by the 
Great Satan (the US/the 
West), one can appreciate 
that “robust and concerted 
action by the Western 
allies” is urged by your 
editorial (22 August). 
Furthermore, “there 
must be no bargaining 
with fanatics”, simply 
“eradication”. 

Yet, The Independent 
has condemned Israel 
for its “disproportionate” 
reaction to rocket attacks. 
If Isis reaches the shores 
of the Mediterranean, 
one wonders how 
“proportionate” the West’s 
reaction will be? Not very, 
if your editorial is anything 
to go by.
Gillian Cook
Woodingdean, East Sussex 

The United Nations must 
be the obvious route to 
tackling Isis. It can’t be 

right that the West, the UK, 
the US or Nato takes the 
lead, as the problem has 
largely been created by the 
West, and can only be made 
worse by further meddling.   

We must call for the UN 
to convene a session of the 
Security Council to create 
a consensus, with the help 
of Russia and China, and 
especially involving the key 
regional players, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey and Qatar.
Martin Pasteiner
London W9  
 

GM’s oPPonEnts 
ProPaGatE Myths
I read Peter Popham’s 
article on Vandana Shiva 
with interest (“GM food 
and the heir to Mahatma 
Gandhi’s legacy”, 21 
August). I was pleased to 
note that it pointed out that 
Ms Shiva’s “demonising” of 
technologies such as GM 
“is doing her impoverished 
compatriots no favours”. 

As the article notes, 
such technologies “could 
potentially improve the 
lives of millions”. But they 
are being prevented from 
doing so by dogmatic 
promotion of museum 
agriculture and calculated 
myths around the safety of 

agricultural technologies. 
The reference to so-called 
“terminator technology”, 
rendering a seed sterile, is 
one such myth promoted 
by anti-GM activists. The 
agricultural industry has 
never developed seeds or 
crop varieties with such 
a trait, nor is there any 
intention of doing so.

I look forward to the 
continued evidence-based 
approach your paper 
provides on this much-
maligned technology.
Dr Julian Little
Chair of the Agricultural 
Biotechnology Council
London WC1 

a ‘no ExPErIEnCE 
nECEssary’ JoB?
The ongoing tussle over 
the appointment of the 
clerk of the Commons 
(“Parliamentary clerk 
‘doesn’t need experience’”, 
25 August) is difficult to 
comprehend. More difficult 
to understand, however 
– now that John Bercow is 
arguing that no previous 
parliamentary experience 
is necessary – is why the 
position commands a salary 
of £200,000.
Gordon Watt
Reading

Letters to the Editor

Home-grown 
 fundamentalists are  

likely to go underground 
to launch a devastating 

attack, as they did on 7/7

or Darling with financial 
matters?
Dr E L Lloyd
Edinburgh 

In the second debate 
between Salmond 
and Darling, Salmond 
emphasised that Scots at 
home would be well looked 
after in their old age. Has  
he taken into consideration 
the cost of care and 
pensions for the many 
thousands of expat Scots 
who will wish to return 
home on retirement?

Will his five million 
fellow countrymen be 
prepared to pay for their 
care single-handed? It  
could be very expensive  
for the Scottish taxpayer.
alastair stewart
Little Baddow, Essex

The best question of 
the night came from the 
audience: “If we are better 
together, why are we not 
better just now?”
robert stewart
Wilmslow, Cheshire
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When Ronald M Krauss decided, in 2000, to 
review all the evidence purporting to show that 
saturated fats cause heart disease, he knew that 
he was putting his professional career at risk. 
Krauss is one of the top nutrition experts in 
the United States, director of atherosclero-
sis research at Children’s Hospital Oakland 
Research Institute and adjunct professor of 
nutritional studies at the University of San 
Francisco at Berkley. But challenging one of 
his field’s most sacrosanct beliefs – that the fats 

A fat lot of good

Cooked up: reducing dietary animal fat might not be as healthy as government advice has led millions of people to believe alamy

THE big rEad

There is no sound evidence 
that eating saturated fats 
increases our risk of heart 
disease, diabetes or obesity 
– and there never has been. 
So how, asks nina TEicHolz, 
did they come to be seen 
as the demons in our diets?
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Nutritional policy was derailed 
over the past half-century  
by personal ambition, bad  
science, politics and bias

cent more fat (mainly from dairy products) than 
their co-workers in the south, yet the north-
erners lived, on average, 12 years longer. This 
disparity led the study authors to conclude, in a 
1967 paper, that to prevent heart disease people 
ought to “eat more fermented milk products, 
such as yoghurt, yoghurt sherbet and butter”. 

Half a world away, scientists observed 
Inuit populations in the Arctic eating mainly  
caribou, salmon, and seal – altogether some 70 
to 80 per cent fat. “They should have been in a 
wretched state,” wrote Vilhjalmur Stefansson, 
the Harvard-trained Canadian anthropologist 
who lived with the Inuit for years. “But, to the 
contrary, they seemed to me the healthiest 
people I had ever lived with.” 

Keys aggressively criticised these observa-
tions, which were like missiles aimed at the 
very heart of his theory. After all, as the British 
biologist Thomas Huxley remarked, a great 
hypothesis can be slain by an ugly fact, and these 
were no doubt some ugly facts. Of the Inuit, for 
instance, Keys wrote,  “their bizarre manner 
of life excites the imagination”, especially that 
“popular picture of the Eskimo... happily gorg-
ing on blubber”, but on “no grounds” was it 
possible to suggest that the case of the Inuit 
“contributes anything” to the scientific record. 
And in response to a prominent Texas A&M 
University professor who wrote a critique of 

in meat, cheese and butter are bad for health 
– was a near-heretical act. 

A few years earlier, when a colleague of 
Krauss’s had merely tried to speak about his 
positive findings regarding the high-fat Atkins 
diet, he was met with jeers and derision. One 
member of the audience yelled “I am absolutely 
disgusted that the [government] would waste 
my money on a study on the Atkins diet” – to 
the applause of many.

Challenging any of the conventional  
wisdom on dietary fat has long been a form 
of professional suicide for nutrition experts. 
And saturated fats, especially, are the third 
rail. But Krauss persevered and concluded in 
2010, after reviewing all the scientific litera-
ture, that saturated fats could not be said to 
cause heart disease. In March, another group of  
scientists, including faculty from Cambridge 
and Harvard, came to the same conclusion after 
conducting a similar “meta-analysis”. These 
were stunning results. It seemed that saturated 
fat, our principal dietary culprit for decades, 
had been unfairly convicted. 

Yet the truth is there never has been solid 
evidence that these fats cause disease. We only 
believe this to be true because nutrition policy 
was derailed over the past half-century by per-
sonal ambition, bad science, politics, and bias. 

Our fear of saturated fats began in the 1950s 
when Ancel Keys, a pathologist at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, first proposed that they 
raised cholesterol and therefore caused heart 
disease. Keys was an aggressive, outsized per-
sonality with a talent for persuasion. He found 
a receptive audience for his “diet-heart hypoth-
esis” among public-health experts who faced a 
growing emergency: heart disease, a relative 
rarity three decades earlier, had skyrocketed 
to be a leading cause of death. Keys managed 
to implant his idea into the American Heart 
Association and, in 1961, the group published 
the first-ever guidelines calling for Americans 
to cut back on saturated fats, as the best way 
to fight heart disease. The US government 
adopted this view in 1977 and the rest of the 

world followed. But the evidence backing these 
guidelines was weak. Mainly, it amounted to 
Keys’s own “Seven Countries Study”, which 
purported to show a link between the con-
sumption of saturated fats and heart disease 
among 13,000 men surveyed in the US, Japan 
and Europe. Critics have pointed out that this 
study violated several basic scientific norms. 
For one, Keys did not choose his countries ran-
domly but instead selected only those likely to 
prove his beliefs – including Yugoslavia, Fin-
land and Italy – while excluding countries with 
low rates of heart disease despite diets with a 
lot of fat – such as France, Switzerland, Sweden 
and West Germany. 

Moreover, due to difficulties in collecting 
accurate nutrition data, Keys ended up sam-
pling the diets of fewer than 500 men, far from a 
statistically significant sample. And the study’s 
star subjects – men on the Greek island of 
Crete who tilled their fields well into old age 
and appeared to eat very little meat or cheese 
– turned out to have been partly sampled during 
Lent, when the study subjects were foregoing 
meat and cheese. This must have led Keys to 
undercount their saturated-fat consumption. 
These flaws weren’t revealed until much later. 
By then, the misimpression left by the errone-
ous data had become international dogma.

There were subsequent trials, of course. In 
the 1970s, half a dozen important experiments 
pitted a diet high in vegetable oil – usually corn 
or soybean, but not olive oil – against one with 
more animal fats. But these trials had serious 
methodological problems: some didn’t control 
for smoking, for instance, or allowed men to 
wander in and out of the research group over 
the course of the experiment. The results were 
unreliable at best. 

Citing this lack of solid science, British 
sceptics were feisty holdouts against Keys’s 
hypothesis for decades. Editors of the prestig-
ious scientific journal The Lancet mocked the 
New World’s obsession: why would Americans 
put up with the sacrifices of a low-fat diet? They 
were appalled that “some believers long past 
their prime were to be seen in public parks in 
shorts and singlets, exercising in their free time, 
later returning home to a meal of indescribable 
caloric severity [when] there is no proof that 
such activity offsets coronary disease”.

British scientists also had long found the 
diet-heart hypothesis perplexing. “There 
was a very big emotional component into the 
interpretation in those days,” Michael Oliver, 
the influential British cardiologist, told me. “It 
was quite extraordinary to me. I could never 
understand this huge emotion towards lower-
ing cholesterol.” 

Oliver and others pointed out that a great 
deal of evidence from around the world con-
tradicted Keys’s ideas. For instance, the Masai 
warriors in Kenya were observed in the 1970s 
eating nothing but meat, milk and blood – not 
a vegetable in sight – yet they were not over-
weight, their cholesterol levels remained low 
even as they aged and scientists could find no 
evidence of heart disease, despite conducting 
electrocardiographs on 400 of them. In India 
researchers studied a million railway workers 
and found that those in the north ate 8 to 19 per 

Keys, he said that the paper “reminds one of 
the distorting mirrors in the hall of jokes at the 
county fair”. 

Rolling over the opposition by sheer force 
of will was typical of Keys and his acolytes in 
defending their saturated-fat hypothesis. Keys 
was “tough and ruthless and would argue any 
point”, Oliver, a prominent opponent, said. 
Since Keys’s allies controlled so many top 
government health posts, critics were denied 
research grants and key posts on expert panels. 
As retribution for defending the healthiness of 
eggs, despite their cholesterol content, Oliver 
was publicly branded by two of Keys’s main 
allies as a “notorious type” and a “scoundrel” 
because “he opposed us on everything”.

In the end, Keys and his colleagues prevailed. 
Despite contrary observations from India to 
the Arctic, too much institutional energy and 
research money had already been spent try-
ing to prove Keys’s hypothesis. The bias in its 
favour had grown so strong that the idea just 
started to seem like common sense.

Early on, however, The Lancet sounded a 
note of alarm that would soon be picked up by 
others. “The cure should not be worse than the 
disease,” wrote the editors in 1974, echoing the 
medical dictum, “first, do no harm”. Perhaps 
reducing fat in the diet might lead to an increase 
in carbohydrates, they suggested. In fact, this 
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My friend got her 
first period when she 
was nine. She was at 
school. Her friends 
were playing tag on the 
field and her teachers 

were having a coffee and a gossip in the staff 
room. Petrified and confused, she went off 
and sat in the tiny, child-sized toilet cubicle. 
No one had told her about menstruation.

She was fine, of course. A kind teacher 
took her into a classroom, mopped her tears 
and explained about periods. But she still 
talks of the day she arrived at school a girl 
and left a woman, with little or no warning 
or preparation. 

David Laws, the Education Minister, 
said this week that “age appropriate” sex 
education should be taught to primary-
school pupils from the age of seven. 
Currently, sex education is compulsory 
only in council-run secondary schools, not 
primary schools. 

There are a number of reasons why I 
agree with Laws, and the thought of my 
friend trapped in a toilet cubicle bawling 
her eyes out as she lined her stained 
underwear with tissue paper is just one. 

In an age when we’re hyper-aware of 
the sexualisation of children, it’s easy to 
labour under the illusion that educating 
kids about sex early on will encourage them 
to embark on relationships before they are 
ready. Seven-year-olds should be climbing 
trees and scraping knees, not worrying 
about sexting and online pornography, so 
the argument goes. 

First, let’s be clear about what we mean 
by “age appropriate” sex and relationship 
education. Seven-year-olds will not be 
plonked in front of porn and told to take 
notes. Sex education is as much to do with 
teaching children about their bodies as it is 
to do with blow jobs and STIs.

Preparing young girls, some of whom will 
start puberty while they’re still at primary 
school, about the ways in which their bodies 
will change is essential, and it would be 
shameful to deny them this information for 
fear of over-sexualising them. 

When I was at school, sex education was 
a subject guaranteed to induce smirking in 
teachers and pupils alike. To us, the whole 
thing was one big joke; an opportunity 
to watch our peers wrestle a slippery 
condom on to a plastic penis, or collapse 
into silent guffaws whenever someone used 
the word “penetrative”. 

Squeamish teachers were drafted 
in to terrify us into abstinence with 
pictures of gonorrhoea-infected vaginas; 
or swollen, pregnant bellies. Like most 
teenage girls, I found columns in women’s 
magazines much more instructive – and 
much less embarrassing.  But the sexual 

landscape has shifted since I giggled over 
plastic willies. Now more than ever, it is 
important that children are taught from 
a young age to recognise inappropriate 
sexual behaviour, and to beware the dangers 
that lurk in the deepest, darkest corners of 
the internet.

Which is why both primary and 
secondary-school children should know 
the difference between consensual and  
non-consensual sex. 

A survey from the National Children’s 
Bureau in January this year showed that 
nearly a third of children hadn’t learned 
about sexual consent in their sex education 
lessons, that only 43 per cent of children 
knew the difference between a good and a 
bad relationship, and one in three did not 
know, or was unsure, where they could get 
help if they were sexually assaulted. The 
numbers are frightening. 

It is our responsibility, as adults, to equip 
children with the skills and information 
they need to recognise and report abuse. 
It’s terrifying to think how many primary-
school children might have suffered 
in silence, confused and unsure about 
whether they should report inappropriate 
behaviour, unsure even if the behaviour 
is inappropriate. If we don’t educate 
children from a young age about the 
difference between consent and abuse, we 
are leaving them vulnerable to all sorts of 
unimaginable horrors.

is precisely what happened. Grains, pasta, rice 
and potatoes replaced meat, cheese, and eggs 
on dinner plates. Breakfasts of eggs and fried 
kippers ceded to bowls of cereal and orange 
juice. The British now eat 46 per cent less satu-
rated fat than they did in 1975. Meanwhile, UK 
authorities recommended that two-thirds of 
calories should come from carbohydrates. 

The problem, as researchers have suggested 
since the 1950s, is that carbohydrates are 
uniquely fattening. Whenever they’re eaten, 
the body is stimulated to release insulin, which 
turns out to be fantastically efficient at storing 
away fat. Meanwhile, fructose, the main sugar 
in fruit, causes the liver to generate triglycer-
ides and other lipids in the blood that are alto-
gether bad news. Excessive carbohydrates lead 
not only to obesity but also, over time, to Type 
2 diabetes and, very likely, heart disease.

The best possible science from the past dec-
ade now indicates that too many carbs overall 
– even of the supposedly healthy, whole-grain 
kind – increase the risk of these diseases com-
pared with a diet low in carbohydrates. In other 
words, too much whole-grain cereal for break-
fast and whole-grain pasta for dinner, with fruit 
snacks in between, add up to a less healthy diet 
than one of eggs and sausage, followed by fish. 

And scientists are now exploring the idea 
that sugar might have a particularly toxic effect. 
Here again, a British scientist led the fight 
against Keys. In the early 1950s, John Yudkin, 
a professor of physiology at Queen Elizabeth 
College, first posited that sugar might cause 
obesity and other diseases. Keys, ever alert to 
any challenges to his own hypothesis, jumped 
on Yudkin and repeatedly attacked him in sci-
entific journals. Yudkin’s idea is a “mountain of 
nonsense”, he wrote at the end of a nine-page 
critique in Atherosclerosis. “Yudkin and his 
commercial backers are not deterred by the 
facts; they continue to sing the same discred-
ited tune,” he wrote later. 

Remarkably, it turned out that a reanaly-
sis of the Seven Countries Study data many 
years later found that sugar intake correlated 
better with heart-disease risk than any other 
nutrient. Keys, however, “was very opposed 
to the sugar idea”, recalls Daan Kromhout, a 
Dutch collaborator on the study. “He was so 
convinced that fatty acids were the thing in 
relation to atherosclerosis, he saw everything 
from that perspective.” 

Our dietary guidance has followed Keys’s 
view for 50 years now. Despite half-a-billion 
pounds spent trying to prove his hypothesis, 
the evidence of its health benefits has never 
been produced. Meanwhile, rates of obes-
ity and diabetes are rising and heart disease 
remains a leading cause of death. It’s worth 
wondering if our working hypothesis about diet 
and health is not working. And if alternative 
ideas are to be considered, nutrition science 
must, like any science, provide an open, civil 
and unbiased climate for genuine debate. For 
reasons of substance and style, it’s time to enter 
a post-Keysian era. µ

‘The Big Fat Surprise: Why Butter, Meat,  
and Cheese Belong in a Healthy Diet’, by  
Nina Teicholz (Scribe, £14.99) is out now

My friend’s first period and a lesson 
in the need for sex education 

Recipe for success: Vilijamur 
Stefansson (below left) 
described the fat-laden 
Canadian Inuit (above) as  
the healthiest people he had 
ever lived with 
HulToN gETTy; corbIs

The cure 
should not 
be worse 
than the 
disease. 
First, do  
no harm

Another Voice
Chloe Hamilton

THE INDEPENDENT Wednesday 27 august 2014 l

Grant me a bicycle,               
but not yet
My mum is a keen cyclist. So much so 
that she recently set up a group, the 
Gym Bikers: a gang of women of varying 
ages and abilities who pedal furiously up 
hills together, clad in Lycra and specially 
designed footwear.

I don’t cycle, much to my mum’s despair. 
Barely a day goes by when she doesn’t 
mention the Bikers and the thrill she gets 
from completing numerous miles on her 
trusty steed. And maybe she has a point. 
A poll carried out by the Cycle to Work 
campaign showed that people tend to be 
happier and more productive when they 
cycle to work, compared to when they use 
another mode of transport to commute. 

It’s not difficult to spot the colleagues 
who cycle to work. They sashay in with 
indulgent grins on their faces, glowing from 
the exercise, and can gorge on all sorts 
of tasty delights throughout the day, safe 
in the knowledge they will burn off any 
calories on the journey home. 

I’m tempted to join them, give in, discover 
the joys of cycling. That said, a quick glance 
out of the window at this unseasonal drizzle 
is enough to make me reach for my travel 
card. Maybe I’ll wait 
until spring.

Twitter: @
chloehamilton

Educating children does not 
mean plonking them in front 
of porn and told to take notes
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For one day only, a full bus service replete with 10 
London Routemasters is laid on to an abandoned 
village in the middle of the Salisbury Plain.  
s i m o n  u s b o r n e  goes on the road to nowhere

YOU WAIT 
ALL YEAR 
FOR A BUS...

t r a n s p o r t

Section2/Features

Sir Peter Hendy is wrestling with the wheel of 
a London bus as it chugs along remote winding 
lanes more than 100 miles west of the capital, a 
flash of red against grey and green. The Com-
missioner of Transport for London is used to 
running buses that carry more than six million 
passengers a day, but today he’s the driver. His 
destination: a church with no congregation in 
a village without villagers.

“It’s a proper busman’s holiday,” he shouts in 
the cab of his own 1962 Routemaster as it splut-
ters slightly on its way up a hill, on a road to 
pretty much nowhere. On a dismal bank holiday 
Monday on the Salisbury Plain, his spindly wind-
screen wipers cannot swish quickly enough.  

We are on the 23A, a strange route that oper-
ates for one day each year. It starts in Warminster 
in Wiltshire, and ends in Imber, an isolated ghost 
village that has been under military occupation 
for more than 70 years. Other stops on the route 
include an old farm called Brazen Bottom.

Like many of the maddest ideas, Hendy’s 
emerged from a pub. “I was having a drink with 
some mates, all bus industry people, and we 
were saying to ourselves, ‘where’s the most 
unlikely place you could run a bus service to?’” 
he recalls. They settled on nearby Imber, not 
far from Hendy’s family home in Bath, and, as 
the pints flowed, they began planning.

Now in its sixth year, the route is registered 
and licensed by the Bath Bus Company. What 
began as a plan hatched by boys with bus-shaped 
toys has become, to Hendy’s delight, a charitable 
service that provides a link to a lost world.

A large gathering of mostly bus enthusiasts 
jumps aboard the Routemasters that leave 
Warminster every half an hour between 0950 
and 1820. The average age is high, but there are 
families, too. “My Mum came last year and I got 
jealous so I decided to come along this time,” 
says Kieran Coburn, 11, from Reading.

Before long, Hendy takes a sharp turn on to 
a one-track lane between unploughed fields. 
Hills roll into the cloudy distance as the rain 
keeps falling. Signs warn against entry. A few 
miles later, past a checkpoint and a rusting tank, 
a specially made official London bus stop sign 
tells us we have reached Imber. Beyond a fence, 

soldiers in camouflage can be seen storming a 
house without doors or windows. 

Imber once had almost 500 residents. But 
in 1943, the War Office, which owned the sur-
rounding land, evicted them all so that the village 
could be used to train US troops for D-Day. They 
were never allowed back. The road to Imber, 
which remains part of the Army’s vast Salisbury 
Plain training estate, is now closed for all but a 
few days each year.

Hidden up a path behind trees and barbed 
wire fencing, the 13th-century St Giles Church 
is the only building in the village to have sur-
vived intact. It is now marooned with its grave-
yard on a mound. When the Imber bus service 
disgorged the first of its curious passengers 
here in 2009, Hendy assumed that the church 
had also been abandoned. But then a man called 
Neil Skelton came running down the path.

“I asked them who was in charge,” Skelton 
recalls. “I think they thought that they were in 
trouble but I said, ‘no, this is fantastic. Are you 
aware that this church is open?’” His passion 
for St Giles and Hendy’s for public transport 
were about to coincide to create an unlikely 
bus-borne pilgrimage. 

Skelton, who is from Salisbury, had first come 
across the church as a wandering teenage cyclist, 
and was immediately struck by its sorry isolation. 
The Ministry of Defence was bound only to keep 
the building watertight but the agreement ended 
in 2002. Without a congregation, the already 
damaged church was on the road to ruin. 

After a career with the Churches Conserva-
tion Trust, Skelton, 66, returned to Imber with 
a dream of restoring St Giles as its custodian. He 
helped secure a Grade-I listing, and appealed 
to the trust for funds. “I had to convince them 
that restricted access would actually work in its 
favour,” Skelton recalls. He eventually won the 
argument and the money. When Hendy rolled 
up, the bulk of the work had been finished. 

“It’s very satisfying because we weren’t 
sure how many visitors we’d get on a wet bank 
holiday, but thanks to the buses we’re packed,” 
Skelton says. He has just refuelled the genera-
tor that is keeping lights and tea urns running 
– the church has no electricity supply. By the 

Thanks for 
the ride: 
almost 1,000 
people made 
the unlikely 
pilgrimage 
to a church 
with no 
congregation 
in a village 
with no 
villagers 
TIm PIlsToN 
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Did you spot the odd man out at this year’s 
Emmy awards? As late-night talk show host 
Jimmy Kimmel was standing on stage at 
the Nokia theatre, ready to present a gong, 
he caught sight of an Academy Award-winner 
in the crowd. “Why is Matthew McConaughey 
nominated for a television award?” he 
 wondered aloud, as the camera zoomed in 
and a spotlight picked out the actor’s perfectly 
chiselled jawline.

“Look at that face,” said Kimmel. “That’s not 
a television face; that’s a movie-star face.”

Cut to another close up, this time of Ricky 
Gervais, the British star nominated for Best 
Actor in a Comedy series. “Now that is a tel-
evision face,” Kimmel continued, as Gervais 
gurned on cue. “Not even really a television 
face, it’s a Netflix face...” 

With that, Kimmel got one of the biggest 
laughs of the evening and he also managed to 
neatly summarise the entertainment-industry 
hierarchy, as reflected by awards season. 

Movies reign supreme, TV trails behind, 
online streaming barely gets a look in and a 
sprinkling of Brits is always good (if only for 
novelty value). 

The Emmys are fun, sure, but they’re not 
the Oscars, are they? They have the same red 
carpet arrivals, the same designer gowns and 
the same variety show format (this year’s host-
cum-nervous stand-up comic was Saturday 
Night Live’s Seth Meyers). 

As with the Oscars, the Emmys also take 
place in the entertainment-industry capital of 
Los Angeles, and yet, because they celebrate 
achievement in television, not cinema, they’re 
doomed to be regarded as only a warm-up act 
for the real thing. 

The Emmys have an obvious inferiority 
complex as an awards show, but how does that 
reflect the importance of television in real 
 people’s lives?

Ranking actors, writers and even entire 
artistic mediums in order of greatness might 
be the purported raison d’être of awards shows, 
but that doesn’t mean they’re any good at it. If 
they were, The Wire (aka the greatest televi-
sion show ever made) could not have run for 

five seasons without winning a single Emmy 
and Jon Hamm would not be a 12-time loser for 
his era-defining performance as Don Draper 
in Mad Men. 

To anyone observing from this side of the 
Atlantic, the irrelevance of the eventual Emmy 
winners should be especially obvious. The 
Academy Awards, for all their missteps, have 
a real influence on the movies that we even-
tually choose to see in the cinema, because 
they take place before several of the nomi-
nated films have had a European release. It’s 
been shown that iTunes sales for albums and 
 singles spike immediately after any awards 
show performance. 

The entry requirements for Emmy-
 nominated television programmes, on the 
other hand, ensure that the shows are already 
familiar all over the English-speaking world. 
This can make the Emmys seem oddly out of 
touch – this year’s big winner, Breaking Bad, 
broadcast its final episode almost a year ago 
– but it also allows audiences to have their own 
opinion. We all already know whether Louis CK 
deserved to win Lead Actor in a Comedy Series, 
for instance, and no amount of statuettes accu-
mulated by The Big Bang Theory’s Jim Parsons 
make us think otherwise. 

So if the awards themselves don’t mat-
ter much, why are the Emmys still enough 
of a draw to persuade a big-shot movie star 
such as Matthew McConaughey to give Net-
flix a miss for the evening and put on a tux? 
Because regardless of Kimmel’s self-depre-
cating joke, TV matters. Week in, week out, 
viewers return, developing affections for char-
acters and allowing the themes to seep into 
their consciousness. Shows such as Break-
ing Bad, Game of Thrones, Downton Abbey, 
House of Cards and True Detective are more 
present in more people’s lives than any Oscar-
 winning film could ever be, simply by virtue 
of the medium. 

That’s why every nominee at the Emmys 
is free to relax and enjoy the show, safe in 
the knowledge that their true place in the 
industry hierarchy is already secured. 

Smile, you’re on television. µ

Big night: 
Woody 
Harrelson and 
Matthew  
McConaughey  
(far left); 
Jimmy 
Kimmel  
aP/rEuTErs 

Why do the Emmys matter to Brits? Because US TV has us in its thrall, 
says e l l e n  e  j o n e s, and these awards give us a chance to get involved 

remote 
control

television

If the 
awards 
don’t 
matter, 
why are 
the Emmys 
a draw?

end of the day, almost 1,000 people will have 
deposited their umbrellas in the porch.

Alongside Easter and a popular Christmas 
carols concert, the Imber Bus service is now a 
key entry in the church’s very limited calendar. 
Hendy, whose scheme uses no public funds, also 
donates half of the £4,000 in fares he takes each 
year (the British Legion gets the rest). Work has 
just been completed on a paved path, built for 
free by a contractor involved in the £1bn project 
to rebuild Tottenham Court Road station in Lon-
don after Hendy pulled some strings.  

The transport commissioner’s obsession with 
buses began as a child. He went to school in 
west London where his classmates included Ed  
Condry. Condry, by coincidence, is now Bishop 
of Ramsbury, whose Salisbury diocese includes 
Imber. After realising his link with Hendy only 
two years ago, he now attends the annual open 
day by bus from Warminster, where he lives. “I 
suppose in a funny kind of way this place rep-
resents a modern image of God – elusive and 
only accessible twice a year,” the bishop says. “If 
you could drive past every day, probably nobody 
would bother coming in. But because you can’t 
there is something magical about it.”

The day is also a showcase for the power 
of public transport. A big report from the 
IPPR think-tank warns the following day that  
millions of people outside of London are failed 
by declining bus services. Martin Cuff, a retired 
market trader from Dorset, is riding on Hendy’s 
bus. “For a lot of older people, buses are our 
only contact with the outside world,” he says. 
“But now in my village we can’t even get to the 
next town by bus. We can get to Poole but only 
once on Tuesday and Friday.” 

Hendy, who is now 61, joined London Trans-
port in 1975 as a graduate trainee. He worked 
as a driver and conductor before ascending the 
ranks. By 2005, he was in charge of London 
Buses, and won praise for his response to the 
7/7 bombings. A year later, he took charge of TfL 
and was knighted last year after the Olympics. 

But more than anything, he looks forward all 
year to his annual journey to Imber. “We have 
a lot of fun and give people a lot of pleasure,” 
he says. “I love this place.” µ

I was drinking with some 
industry people, and we 
said, ‘where’s the most 
unlikely place you could 
run a bus service to?’

Hail fellow: 
a man waits 
at one of 
the specially 
made official 
London bus 
stop signs 
to catch the 
23A to Imber  
TIm PIlsToN 
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Travel Deals

Now... 
Greek 
beach break

Soon... 
Family  
Jordan

Later... 
Cycle South-
east Asia 

Less than 
£200 
Autumn  
city break

Less than 
£500 
Bordeaux 
wine break

Get me out of here...

Deals of the week

Make the half-term break 
memorable with an eight-day 
trip to Jordan. The Families 
Worldwide tour, departs 
on 26 October, for £1,329 
per adult, £1,279 per child, 
flights, hotels, transport and 
meals included. Highlights 
include Amman, Petra, the 
Dead Sea and Wadi Rum. 
familiesworldwide.co.uk

On 14 November, Adventure 
Worldwide has a new 12-
day “Cycle Hanoi to Luang 
Prabang” tour, with further 
departures throughout the 
winter. Priced at £1,095pp, 
the tour covers Vietnam 
and Laos via the Mekong. 
Hotels, most meals and bike 
included. Flights extra. 
adventureworldwide.co.uk 

September is a fine time 
for a European city break. 
Consider a romantic trip to 
Venice, for example, where 
BA Holidays has a two-night 
stay at the waterside Hotel 
Canal for £196pp, based on a 
28 September departure with 
Heathrow flights included. 
ba.com

For £399pp, Smooth Red 
has a three-day wine trip to 
Bordeaux, which visits two 
châteaux in the Médoc region 
by chauffeur-driven car. Valid 
in September, it includes 
easyJet flights from Gatwick 
and two nights at the Qual-
ity Hotel Sainte Catherine. 
smoothred.co.uk

Dash off to Dubai for a luxury 
stay at the five-star Desert 
Palm, complete with riding 
stables. The Virgin Holidays 
deal includes Virgin Atlantic 
flights from Heathrow on 9 
September, transfers and 
three nights’ B&B. 
vhiphotels.co.uk

Less than 
£1,000 
September 
sun in Dubai 

By the time I reach the third floor, I am lost in 
indecision. Should I continue downwards, or 
retrace my route by three storeys – to savour 
the descent, and the view, all over again?

The central staircase at the Taj Mahal Palace 
rather fails at its main job – which is to take 
guests swiftly between their rooms and the 
lobby of this vastly elegant hotel. The prob-
lem is one of distraction. So beautiful is this 
ornate curl of steps, and the cathedral of 
space that  it serves, that it is difficult to use 
it without stopping to admire the scene. It is 
easily the equal of any noble sweep in, say, 
the regal confines of Versailles. It may even 
be superior, imbued with a subtlety no royal 
residences have ever reached for. It hugs the 
walls in the way a vine clings to a stake in a 
sunny pocket of the Champagne region.

Finally, I reach the ground level of a retreat 
that knows its place in the world – that place 
being Apollo Bunder, a small harbour area 
on the Arabian Sea in the southerly Colaba 
district of Mumbai. It is a salubrious address, 
and one that makes the Taj Mahal Palace the 
statement hotel in India’s most populous city 
– as it has been since it opened in 1903.

Tonight, this institution will be visible 
via Hotel India – a four-part series that will 
take BBC2 viewers into the Taj Mahal Pal-
ace’s suites and rooms. The makers spent six 
months on site, filming what, on the surface, 
is a realm of wealth and privilege. The camera 
rests on figures such as the Texan oil heir-
ess who spends half her year in the hotel. 
It also shows the fuss and finesse required 
of a five-star landmark in a city where the 
Bollywood film industry exudes a monied 
glow. Witness the footage that captures the 
preparations for a society wedding, with its 
endless guest-list worries – and the scenes 
which show the build-up to a Christie’s auc-
tion of much-desired Indian art. The first 
episode, meanwhile, uncovers the thousand 
small checks that have to take place ahead of 
a VIP guest’s arrival.

This gilded side of the hotel’s life is clear 
on the afternoon I check in. The West Indies 
cricket team, freshly beaten by India, are 
dozing by the courtyard pool, the captain 
Chris Gayle swamping his sun-lounger with 
his  6ft4in frame. Hilary Swank and Sharon 
Stone, in town for an Aids charity event, are 
somewhere upstairs. Both actresses will pre-
sumably make the honours board – a cabinet 
of photos in a corridor off the reception area 
– as the hotel is keen to celebrate the A-listers 
who rest their pretty heads on its plump pil-
lows. They are all here, check-in moments 
preserved by flashbulb – actors Richard Gere, 
Michael Douglas, Roger Moore and Alfred 
Hitchcock; rock stars Mick Jagger and John 
Lennon; politicans George W. Bush, Hillary 
Clinton and Barack Obama.

The last two are pertinent. Both the current 
US president and his possible successor have 
visited in the past five years – both in response 
to the dark hours of 2008, when Mumbai was 

the best
exotic 
mumbai hotel
A new BBC series shines a spotlight on the Taj Mahal Palace, the landmark hotel 
that was thrust into focus for altogether darker reasons six years ago. Now, the 
century-old grande dame is back on sparkling form, says Chris Leadbeater 

section2/escape

Bordeaux country: see the autumn harvest AP

Sunvil Holidays still has 
availability on a range of 
Greek breaks. This Saturday,  
depart for Kefalonia, where a 
seven-night stay at Lourdas 
Beach Apartments, on the 
south coast, is £409pp. Ger-
mania flights from Gatwick 
and transfers included. 
sunvil.co.uk
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Travel Q&A

Q |  A month before I was due 
to fly to Florida, I had a cancer 
scare (which turned out, thank-
fully, to be a false alarm). After 
I was told that I would need to 
undergo tests, I phoned the 
airline and was promised a full 
refund. But when I cancelled 
online, I received only £120 out 
of the £700 fare. The airline is 
refusing to hand back the rest, 
and suggests claiming from 
travel insurance, but unfortu-
nately my policy covers only 
Europe. Can you help?
Name withheld

 
A | Cheaper long-haul air 
tickets are almost always 
non-refundable, except for 
a proportion of the “taxes, 
fees and charges” that air-
lines add. A fully refundable 
ticket on your flight would 
have cost at least £1,000 
more. The standard solution 
for an unforeseen medical 
event would be to claim on 
travel insurance, but, as you 
explain, your policy does not 
cover the US.

In your circumstances, 
many airlines would take 
a sympathetic and flexible 
approach, perhaps allowing 
a postponement of the trip 
on proof of the medical 
circumstances. However, it 
is very rare to be promised 
a full refund. 

If you noted the date and 
time that this conversation 
took place, along with 
writing as verbatim an 
account as you can manage, 
you could try going back 
to the airline. Be warned, 
though: a “who-said-what-
when” dispute is much 
harder to settle if you do 
not have documentary 
evidence in the form of 
letters or emails.

If the airline rejects  
your claim, your next option 
would be to take legal action 
through the Small Claims 
Court if you feel your case is 
strong enough. It might be 
that the airline would at that 
stage concede and offer you 
a refund in full.

However, you would need 
to stump up a further £70 
(through Money Claim 
Online: moneyclaim.gov.uk) 
or £80 (by post) to cover 
the court fee. The chances 
of your success all depend 
on the strength of your 
evidence – which, from 
what you have said, does not 
appear to be as robust as you  
would wish.

travel@independent.co.uk

Back in 
business: the 
Taj Mahal 
Palace’s 
grand  
19th-century 
exterior 
(main); staff 
members 
(left) JACoB 
RoBINsoN

attacked by Pakistani militants. For three days 
(26-29 November), the hotel came under siege, 
gunmen running amok in its halls. The car-
nage left 31 staff and guests dead (fatalities in 
the city totalled 164). The victims are saluted 
by a small memorial in the lobby – a quiet trib-
ute that acknowledges the tragedy without 
dwelling on the trauma.

It is understandable that the hotel wants to 
move on from this bloody chapter. It has, and 
did. Parts of the complex reopened within a 
month; the ground-floor Harbour Bar, which 
was heavily damaged, inside a year. Pull up 
a seat now, and you would hardly know what 
had happened. The bar is an image of urban 
sophistication, its “From The Harbour Since 
1933” cocktail tipping its hat to the end of 
Prohibition in America with a rich mix of gin, 
peach liqueur and cranberry juice. And the 
upper-floor Wasabi is just as chic, a restau-
rant voted on the San Pellegrino list as one 
of the top 20 in Asia in 2013. The cuisine is 
Japanese but the view is utterly Indian, the 
windows gazing on to the twinkling lights of 
the metropolis.

All very intoxicating, in other words. And 
only one side of the tale. The joy of Hotel India 
is that it also meets some of the 1,500 staff who 
make the property function. It introduces Mr 
Chaskar, the loyal soul who has been in charge 
of the mini-bar service for 42 years. And it fol-
lows home some of those who labour for the 
hotel’s greater good – to houses that are unsur-
prisingly different, in style and comfort, to the 
splendid chambers in which they work.

This contrast is even starker outside the 
hotel. When I take an evening walk along the 
harbourfront, a stream of super-cars is queu-
ing for the valet parking service, as, adjacent, 
a chi-chi club plays host to a grand wedding 
– music blaring from colossal speakers set 
up by the water. None of the expensively 
dressed attendees notices the man in rags 
on the pavement, cooking dinner for his family 
of six on a charcoal stove.

This is the ugly contradiction of modern 
India in microcosm. Yet it would be churl-
ish to criticise the hotel for thriving in this 
context, not least because it is a local success. 
Unlike other relics of the Raj in Mumbai – the 
Gateway of India, hewn to mark George V’s 
tour of the country in 1911; that spectacu-
lar 1878 railway temple, the former Victoria 
(now Chhatrapati Shivaji) Terminus – the 
Taj Mahal Palace is not a fruit of colonial-
ism. It was built by Indian industrialist Jam-
setji Tata. The story that he created his own 
place to stay after being refused entry to the 
nearby Watson’s Hotel, though sadly plausi-
ble, is probably apocryphal. More likely, he 
constructed his retreat because he felt that 
Mumbai lacked a hotel of grace and charm. 
Over a century on, it is impossible to say that 
he did not achieve his aim. µ

The four-part series ‘Hotel India’ starts 
tonight on BBC2 at 8pm

Unlike 
other relics 
of the Raj 
in Mumbai, 
the palace 
is not a 
fruit of 
colonialism 

T r av e l e s s e n T i a l s
Getting there
Virgin Atlantic (0844 209 
7310; virgin-atlantic.com), 
British Airways (0844 493 
0787; ba.com), Jet Airways 
(0808 101 1199; jetairways.
com) and Air India (0208 745 
1005; airindia.com) fly direct 
to Mumbai from Heathrow.

staying there
Taj Mahal Palace, Mum-
bai (00 91 22 6665 3366; 
 tajhotels.com). Double rooms 
cost from R12,916 (£128), 
with breakfast. 

More information
incredibleindia.org

I had to cancel a 
flight as a result 
of a health scare. 
How can I get my 
money back?
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FROM 
stRung 
Out tO
stRIngs

Award-winning cellist Rachael Lander’s career was almost 
destroyed by the alcohol she drank to fight stage fright. Now 
she’s playing with Elbow and Ellie Goulding. By e l i sa b r ay

section2/Arts

was going on. After that I started to dread every 
performance.” She tried talking to friends, but 
her fears were dismissed as the everyday prac-
tical anxieties – over playing wrong notes or 
missing cues – that tend to plague musicians.

“I was afraid that if people knew how bad it was 
they’d think I was nuts. It was more like – can I sit 
on the stage without having a heart attack? I was 
ashamed of it and I spoke to my parents. They said, 
‘Everyone goes through it, you’ll get through it’, 
but I don’t think they realised how bad it was.”

Then she found a solution to the panic. Alco-
hol. During her earlier days at college, drinking 
was for Lander, as for many other students, a way 
to relax. At first she started taking beta-block-
ers and enjoying the odd drink before concerts 
to curb her anxiety, but the drinking escalated 
after a panic attack during a concert at college. “I 
was leading the cello section, and the panic was 
so bad my hands seized up and black spots were 
scudding before my eyes, I thought, ‘I’m going 
to faint or scream on stage’, so I just walked off. It 
was so humiliating and I thought ‘It’s never going 
to happen again.’ So the next night I drank at the 
concert and I was fine, so I thought, ‘this is how 
I’m going to get through it’ and then of course 
it takes more and more to get that feeling. Then 
I’d have a drink before a rehearsal, on the way to 
rehearsals, until I was drinking to get out of bed.” 
She would sneak vodka into water bottles to drink 
on stage. “It just seemed like a brilliant solution 
at the time. I didn’t realise that it was going to get 
so ugly so quickly.”

The professional engagements were rolling 
in, but at 22, during her final year at college, 
Lander decided to put music behind her for 
good. “I couldn’t even be in a Tube station 
where they played classical music, and when I’d 
see people with cellos, the grief was really bad 
because I thought I’d never do that again. It was 
heart breaking.” In place of music, she became 
a waitress and took up temp roles, dispensing 
parking permits for the council. “I thought, ‘If 

The refined world of classical music and the 
murky depths of addiction are not typically men-
tioned together. But now a new documentary 
brings together addicts to face their biggest fears 
and play, not only together as an orchestra, but 
on stage for a special performance with the 
London Symphony Orchestra.

The documentary was the brainchild of the 
composer and musician – and recovered alco-
holic – James McConnel, whose son Freddy, 
a talented singer-songwriter, died of a heroin 
overdose aged 18 in 2011. McConnel tracked 
down 10 classical musicians, many of whom 
had long since abandoned their once prom-
ising careers in music, and packed up their 
instruments, banishing them to the cupboard 
or attic. The irony is that while for many, music 
is cathartic and helps at times of difficulty, for 
others performing becomes panic-inducing.

One of these 10 musicians is Rachael Lander, 
an award-winning cellist who started playing 
at eight, became a junior at the Royal Northern  
College of Music (RNCM) in Manchester aged 14 
and whose career launched with a four-year stint in 
the National Youth Orchestra. As a member of its 
18-player cello section, she played annual perform-
ances at the BBC Proms with world-class conduc-
tors including Simon Rattle. It was expected 
that a career as a professional orchestral musician 
would follow, in the footsteps of her parents (her 
father is a contrabassoonist in a philharmonic 
orchestra and her mother performs in musicals 
in the West End), but while she was studying at 
the RNCM, performance anxiety struck.

“I remember having my first on-stage panic 
attack during an NYO concert at the Albert 
Hall”, the 30-year-old recalls when we meet 
at a London café. “It was the Queen Mother’s 
centenary prom, a string snapped in the mid-
dle of the concert and I had to string it back up, 
and by the time I had done it I was so nervous,  
shaking, and I remember thinking, ‘Oh God I 
hope I’m not dying’, because I didn’t know what 
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this tyrant 
doesn’t
rule  

It’s easy to imagine the pitch for new US drama 
Tyrant. “It’s The Godfather in the Middle East. 
Our hero is Bassam “Barry” Al Fayeed, a California  
paediatrician with a dark secret – he’s the 
youngest son of a Middle Eastern dictator.  
Bassam is estranged from his family but 
returns home with his American wife and two  
children for a wedding and just like that, Michael  
Corleone-style, they drag him back in…  
Whaddya think?” 

Is the world ready for a Middle Eastern  
Dallas? Improbably, yes. Tyrant is one of the 
most hotly anticipated new dramas of the year, 
having been the subject of a fierce cable bidding 
war. Fox won and it will screen next month.

It’s easy to see why Tyrant attracted so much 
attention. The early scripts were by Gideon 
Raff, the Israeli writer behind the acclaimed 
Prisoners of War, aka the drama that formed the 
basis for Homeland. The running of the show 
was to be handled by Howard Gordon, co-crea-
tor of Homeland and former show-runner on 
24. None other than two-time Oscar winner 
Ang Lee agreed to direct the pilot.

A Lee-directed Tyrant might have been 
a thing of beauty. Sadly, we’ll never know 
because after serving on the 2013 Cannes Jury 
the famous perfectionist quit the project. A 
piece in The Hollywood Reporter suggested 
he felt the demands of television and of a show 
this complex were too much to handle. 

British director David Yates stepped in for 
the pilot but the production ran into more 
trouble. The writing team were replaced. Raff 
quit. Substantial reshoots were ordered, the 
production moved from Morocco to Israel and 
then, following events in Gaza, to Turkey. In 
April, Gordon had to meet with Middle Eastern 
policy experts to reassure them Tyrant was not 
guilty of stereotyping or Islamophobia. 

There were two further fundamental flaws. The 
lead role of Bassam went not to a Middle Eastern 
actor but to white British actor Adam Rayner. In 
order to make his casting acceptable the show 
creators gave him a white British mother while 
insisting that he had been cast because of his 
resemblance to Ashraf Barhom, the Israeli Arab 
actor playing his brother Jamal. Neither expla-
nation did much to convince sceptics. 

“I agreed to play the role because you’d be 
crazy not to in my position,” says Rayner from 
the set in Istanbul. “He’s a man who loves his 
family but is taking them into a potential war 
zone. There’s so much conflict.”

The second issue was around subtitles – or 
the lack thereof. As multiple US critics pointed 
out, the decision to have the family speak  
English would have been standard 10 years 
ago but in these days of highly successful  
partially subtitled dramas like The Americans and  
The Bridge (both of which also air on FX in the 
US) it made the show seem clunky and dated. 

“In shows like The Americans where it’s really 
about the collision with Russia and America at 
a certain point in time, the language is used 
dramatically,” Gordon said during the Televi-
sion Critics Association Tour in LA. “It was 
something  we talked about doing at an early 
point and I thought then that we’d have a lot 
more Arabic spoken but we couldn’t find places 
to separate organically. I do think unfortunately 
that it’s a bit of a loss.”

Tyrant arrived on FX to mixed reviews. “It’s 
about time American TV had a complex, well-
drawn drama about the Middle East. This is not 
that show,” wrote Time while The New York 
Times criticised it for over-simplifying to the 
point where “it becomes too obvious where the 
story is headed and what people will do next.”

Gordon remains bullish. “This is really a show 
about the law of unintended consequences,” he 
said. “It is as much about the failings of Ameri-
can intervention in that part of the world as it 
is about power and the relationships between 
fathers and sons and brothers.”

The pilot of Tyrant, which veers between 
offensively bland and blandly offensive,  
isn’t the worst I’ve ever watched but nor is  
it good. Rayner is not nearly charismatic 
enough as the conflicted Bassam and the 
Godfather-style plot lacks impact. Worse is  
the treatment of female characters, who exist 
solely to be raped, threatened or reduced to 
nameless ciphers. Gordon has been swift to 
deny this, stressing: “The women do have 
names and what happens is important to the 
rest of the series. The trauma isn’t minimised 
or dismissed or used as an attempt to sensation-
alise a gross act. The chickens do come home 
to roost.”

There are occasionally hints of another, 
subtler show trying to break free. The early 
scenes contrasting the opulence of life in the 
ruling family and the reality of their regime are 
nicely done. Alice Krige has fun as autocratic 
matriarch Amira and some of the parallels with 
Syria (which Raff said was at the forefront of 
his mind when he wrote the initial scripts) are 
interesting.  But The Honourable Woman, this 
is not.   µ 

 
‘Tyrant’ starts on 12 September at 9pm on Fox

Hooked on classical: cellist 
Rachael Lander began 
drinking to combat panic 
attacks (below); the Addicts 
Orchestra (below right) 
DAVID SANDISON

It’s billed as a Middle Eastern ‘Dallas’, so why does Fox’s 
new drama have a white British star? By sa r a h  h u g h e s 

Oppressive atmosphere: Jennifer Finnegan, 
Adam Rayner and Moran Atias in ‘Tyrant’

I’d have a drink before a 
rehearsal, on the way to 
rehearsals, until I was 
drinking to get out of bed 

I put the cello away I won’t be this frightened 
and I won’t have to drink’, so that’s what I did, I 
became a waitress, and unfortunately the panic 
was still the same. Nothing had changed.”

Thankfully, Lander’s addiction was relatively 
short, lasting four years. She’s now married to 
Rob, an internet consultant and analyst, whom 
she met at rehab. The couple live in south Lon-
don and are expecting their first child.

It was her best friend Kirsty who persuaded 
Lander to return to her musical roots. The vio-
linist suggested forming a string quartet, RaVen, 
an antidote to the formal, structured orchestral 
role that Lander had come to associate with fear. 
For years now she has been an in-demand session 
cellist in the rock and pop world, performing for 
the likes of Elbow, Ellie Goulding and Robbie 
Williams. She performed on Alt-J’s Mercury-
winning debut album An Awesome Wave, and 
most recently she has been on tour with the Ivor 
Novello-winning band of the moment London 
Grammar, and will be joining them at Festival 
No 6 next month.

In some ways, you could say that of all the 
musicians that bravely take part in this grip-
ping and worthwhile documentary, Lander, 
as the only professional performer, has the 
most at stake. This was a fact brought home 
during the making of the documentary when 
the Addicts Orchestra joined forces with the 
LSO, and Lander faced the awkward situation 
of explaining to musicians with whom she’d 
studied that she was on the other side, with 
the addicts. But she feels it was important to 
take part.

“The nicest thing was to connect with peo-
ple who were willing to talk about that stuff,” 
she reflects. “One of the reasons I did this is 
because I know I’m not the only one struggling 
with it and I’m hoping that people will maybe 
get some kind of courage to talk about it.”  µ 

 
‘Addicts’ Symphony’ is on tonight at 11pm on 
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The beautifully lit-up, genteel environs of 
Greenwich’s Old Royal Naval College play 
host to the only London show electropop 
duo Goldfrapp will play this year. It seems 
to have appropriate scale and drama: a black 
box of a stage lit up with swoops of white 
light against the dark river, the contrast of 
historic domes and columns this side with 
the modern flicker of Canary Wharf on the 
other making an (admittedly rather forced) 
visual match for Goldfrapp’s sound: half 
mysterious, grandly orchestrated sweep, 
half glittering glam disco stomp. 

Actually, the first tranche of tracks 
– taken largely from this year’s delicate 
album Tales of Us – have a witchy, 
storyteller vibe to them, carefully spun with 
strings and fingerpicked guitar from the 
extensive onstage band. Alison Goldfrapp’s 
otherworldly, whispering vocals seem to 
send a chill out onto the night air. But then 
this brisk August evening provides its own 
chill too; early on, her attempts at stage 
chat extend to “I hope you have lots of sexy 
thermals on… I know I have.” 

It seems highly unlikely she’s wearing 
that many cosy undergarments; the singer 
flutters in a slinky black dress, arms a-
waving and blonde curls a-flying, like some 
vengeful Hollywood star who’s decided to 
start conjuring the elements. Maybe she’s 
been taking notes from Greek tragedy 
Medea, which Goldfrapp scored for the 
National Theatre recently. Her voice, on 
“Tales of Us” songs like “Stranger” and 
“Annabel”, is seductive, yearning and 
spooky in equal measure, even if the former 

track is as glossy and cinematic with strings 
as any Bond theme tune. 

Goldfrapp’s voice is endlessly fascinating, 
whether she’s doing what sounds like a 
human impression of the Doctor Who theme 
on “Utopia”, or wrapping you in a thick, 
heavy, dusty velvet curtain of sound, as 
on “Alvar”. Or maybe her vocals just stand 
out because the rest of the sound quality is 
poor. One of a series of Greenwich Music 
Time live shows over the bank holiday, it’s a 
most refined and civilized affair – the older 
crowd politely queuing up at the several 
Pimm’s, gin, and local ale bars – but they 
seem to have woefully few speakers for  

an open-air venue this  
size. Strings can sound 
narrow; the bass is virtually 
non-existent. 

While this doesn’t 
matter too much on 
recent, coaxingly intimate 
material, it’s a shame on 
the dance tracks from 
previous records which get 
a well-received airing later 
on. And they are the tracks 
that suit this wide-open 
space and entertainment-
expectant audience – when 

Goldfrapp complains about being “bloody 
freezing” near the start, I overhear grouchy 
mutterings of “do a dance song then”, 
“ramp it up”. 

Ramp it up they do, with the shimmering, 
grooving disco-diva delights of “Ride a 
White Horse”, “Train” and the Donna 
Summer-esque “Strict Machine” – even if 
the deliciously squelchy synths are lacking a 
bit of oomph. Nonetheless, the crowd is on 
its feet and dancing – well, enough for her 
to comment sardonically “be careful now…”

Simon Jeffes’ Penguin Cafe Orchestra made 
their debut here at the Roundhouse in 1976. 
Their absurdist-minimalist, mutant chamber 
music was intended as a healing burst of open-
hearted irrationality, in what Jeffes deemed 
a cold world. He died in 1997, but since 
2009 his son Arthur has led a new line-up, 
playing his own compositions and his dad’s. 

“Giles Farnaby’s Dream” shows Simon 
Jeffes’ skill, splicing the title’s 16th-century 
English composer with Venezuelan cuatro 
(large banjo) music, which bursts free from 
the violins’ Anglican restraint. Arthur 
Jeffes’ “Black Hibiscus” is a sort of sequel, 
convincingly transforming Chopin’s Nocturne 
No 20 in C Sharp Minor” into a Mexican 
cantina tear-up. Discovering unlikely, still 
audibly discrete musical relationships is the 
Palm Court way. Whether playing the Cajun-
Irish “imaginary folk music” of “Odeon” or 
the clipped, semi-classical jig “Swing the Cat”, 
they remain their English selves. Their gently 
undulating minimalism is warm-blooded.

Jeffes prefaces “Nothing Really Blue” with 
a memory of his 11-year-old self watching 
and helping his dad as he wrote it. Penguin 
Café is a son’s act of remembrance to a 
man whose work, at least, he can lovingly 
breathe life back into. 

She’s the cellist who persuaded Daniel 
Barenboim to return to the Elgar Cello 
Concerto, and the winner of a coveted 
MacArthur “genius grant”: Alisa 
Weilerstein is the real deal, as anyone who 
heard her first Proms appearance back in 
2010 will already know. 

Returning to perform Dvorák’s Cello 
Concerto with Jirí Belohlávek and the 
Czech Philharmonic, Weilerstein’s glorious 
intensity and seriousness of purpose was on 
full display, carving authority into the martial 
rhythms of the Allegro moderato and singing 
with rhetorical precision in the long melodies 
of the Adagio. This orchestra has Dvorák in 
its blood, and supported Weilerstein as well 
as they do on her recent recording, bringing 
character to the wind solos and sustaining  
a real fluidity of mood and movement.

It was a fluidity lacking however in 
Beethoven’s Symphony No 7. Belohlávek 
kept tempos safe, not to say staid, 
throughout. If this symphony is, as Wagner 
claimed, the “apotheosis of the dance”, 
then last night it was a decidedly heavy-
footed one. Despite the thrilling work of 
eight double basses, this most vivacious of 
symphonies failed to ignite.

The first 
tranche of 
tracks have 
a witchy, 
storyteller 
vibe to 
them

Weilerstein’s Dvorák 
is the real deal

c l a s s i c a l

Chamber pop revives 
happy memories 

P O Pt H e  W e d n e s d a y  B O O K P O P

Diva pitch: Alison Goldfrapp RIcHaRD GRay/EMPIcS ENTERTaINMENT

r e v i e w  By h o l ly w i l l i a m s

Goldfrapp
Old Royal Naval College, London

µ µ µ µ µ

r e v i e w  By a l e x a n d r a co g h l a n

Prom 50
Royal Albert Hall, London

µ µ µ µ µ

r e v i e w  By n i c K h a s T e d

Penguin Café
Roundhouse, London

µ µ µ µ µ

Goldfrapp’s  
grooves raise  
the temperature

Shattered island that 
has to lose its past 
and find its future

As in that other strife-scarred island, 
Ireland, every patch of ground in Sri Lanka 
hosts not only a story but a thicket of 
competing narratives. If Michael Ondaatje’s 
memoir Running in the Family catches this 
super-abundance of cultures and memories, 
it blooms too amid the tangled back-stories 
of a novel such as Michelle de Kretser’s 
The Hamilton Case. Ever since his early 
books Monkfish Moon and Reef, Romesh 
Gunesekera has tended in contrast to 
eschew the jungly, almost choking literary 
plenitude of his native island. He cuts away 
and pares back, to isolate the telling detail, 
the key image, the life-defining scene. 

Throughout the dozen connected stories 
of Noontide Toll, this pruning and clearing 
becomes a matter of subject as much as of 
style. Innocent or guilty, even both at once, 
his characters survive in a double aftermath: 
of the civil war between Sri Lankan 
government forces and the Tamil Tiger 
rebels that claimed up to 100,000 lives, and 
then of the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami. They 
seek forgetfulness, effacement, the blotting 
out of pain and shame while “driving along 
a road between hallucination and amnesia” 
towards recovery.

Vasantha, our narrator, drives tourists, 
officials and aid workers around the island 
in his cherished minivan: the modest 
but ever-vigilant observer of visitors and 
citizens in quest of renewal, revelation or 
just escape. The first batch of stories, North, 
centre on Jaffna and the hidden legacies 
of civil war; the second, South, revolve 
around Galle and tragedy and resilience 
in the tsunami’s wake. Some of Vasantha’s 
clients, like the NGO avengers of Mess, 
want to record the balance sheet of atrocity 
and so expose “the secret guilt embedded 
in our shaken lives”. More often, as with the 
hotelier Miss Saraswati in Roadkill, with her 
trigger-callused fingers, they strive to keep 
the past away from the present... “you have 
to bury the dead and move on”.

Vasantha shares his customers’ discretion  
even though he knows “you can never leave 
the past behind”. Fragments of his own, 
almost unbearable, history will eventually 
emerge. For the most part we, like he, 
must detect and  piece together the truth 
of suffering and complicity in this land of 
shadowed calm after deadly storms, both 
human and natural. “When we first heard 
the war was over,” he reflects, “we believed 
a line could be drawn between the mistakes 
of the past and the promise of the future.” 
With delicacy, subtlety and sad humour, 
Gunesekera skilfully steers back and forth 
across that line. 

Order for £11.69 (free p&p) from the 
Independent Bookshop: 08430 600 030

Noontide Toll  
By Romesh Gunesekera  
Granta £12.99
r e v i e w  By B oy d  To n K i n

Section2/Arts
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Adelphi Theatre 0844 579 0094

Alexandra Burke & Tristan Gemmill 

THE BODYGUARD

FINAL WEEK – MUST END FRI

Mon-Sat 7.30pm, Wed & Sat 3pm

www.thebodyguardmusical.com

Ambassadors 08448 112 334

STOMP

Mon, Wed-Sat 8pm, Sun 6pm

Wed, Thu, Sat & Sun 3pm

APOLLO 0844 482 9671 

LET THE RIGHT ONE IN

Mon-Sat 7.45, Thur/Sat 3.00. Extra mat 27Aug!

FINAL WEEK

APOLLO VICTORIA 0844 871 3001

WICKED

WickedTheMusical.co.uk

Cambridge 0844 412 4652

Roald Dahl’s 

MATILDA THE MUSICAL

Tue 7, Wed-Sat 7.30, Wed & Sat 2.30, Sun 3

MatildaTheMusical.com

Dominion Theatre 0845 200 7982

EVITA

7 weeks only from 16 Sept

Drury Lane 0844 858 8877

CHARLIE

AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY

www.CharlieandtheChocolateFactory.com

HER MAJESTY’S 0844 412 2707

THE BRILLIANT ORIGINAL

THE PHANTOM OF

THE OPERA

Mon-Sat 7.30, Thu & Sat 2.30

www.ThePhantomOfTheOpera.com

LYCEUM 0844 871 3000

or book online wwwthelionking.co.uk

For Group/Educational rates call

0844 871 7644 or Disney 020 7845 0949

Disney Presents

THE LION KING

Tue-Sat at 7.30pm. Wed, Sat & Sun at 2.30pm

LYRIC THEATRE 0844 412 4661

THRILLER – LIVE!

Tue-Fri 7.30, Sat 4 & 8, Sun 3.30 & 7.30

Flyingmusicboxoffi ce.com

Noël Coward 0844 482 5140

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE

Visit ShakespeareInLove.com

NOVELLO 0844 482 5115

Now in its 15th anniversary year

MAMMA MIA!

Mon-Sat 7.45pm, Thurs & Sat 3pm

www.Mamma-Mia.com

PALACE THEATRE 0844 874 0790

Roddy Doyle’s

THE COMMITMENTS

Tues-Sat 7:30pm, Sat 3pm, Sun 2.30 & 7pm

***** Sunday Times

thecommitments.london

Phoenix Theatre 0844 871 7629

ONCE

Oncemusical.co.uk

Piccadilly Theatre 0844 871 7630

JERSEY BOYS

Tue-Sat 7.30pm, Tue & Sat 3pm, Sun 5pm

Prince Edward Theatre 0844 482 5155

THE LEGENDARY

MISS SAIGON

Mon-Sat 7.30pm / Thu & Sat 2.30pm

Day seats from 10am at box offi ce

miss-saigon.com

PRINCE OF WALES 0844 482 5110

Winner of 9 Tony Awards

including Best Musical

THE BOOK OF MORMON 

www.bookofmormonlondon.com 

QUEEN’S 0844 482 5160

The Musical Phenomenon

LES MISÉRABLES

Eves 7.30, Mats Wed & Sat 2.30

www.LesMis.com

ST MARTIN’S 08444 99 1515 

62nd year of Agatha Christie’s

THE MOUSETRAP

Mon - Sat 7:30pm, Mats Tue 3pm & Sat 4pm

www.the-mousetrap.co.uk

VICTORIA PALACE 0844 248 5000

BILLY ELLIOT

THE MUSICAL

Mon-Sat 7.30, Thu & Sat 2.30

Billyelliotthemusical.com

THEATRE GUIDE
TO ADVERTISE CALL 0203 615 2244

There’s still lots to coo about in  
Kay Mellor’s new mums drama

Nothing cranks an 
ordinary domestic 
up to a full-blown 
screaming match 
like someone going 

into labour midway through an accusatory 
sentence. This happens every week on In 
the Club, BBC1’s enjoyably melodramatic 
series about the never-ending crises of six 
new mums in the same prenatal class. 

Last night’s mid-series episode, 
continued to tick off items on writer Kay 
Mellor’s list of every horrible thing that 
could go wrong during a pregnancy. If 
it’s not the Braxton Hicks, it’s the stretch 
marks and if it’s not the stretch marks, 
it’s the tangled web of marital infidelity. 
Jasmin worried that her “honeymoon baby” 
would arrive too soon, thus revealing to 
new husband Dev that he might not be the 
father. Oopsie! A nurse mistook Roanna’s 
son for her toy-boy partner. Awkward! 
And, as if Kim’s fling with sperm donor 
Neil wasn’t enough to worry about, their 
teen ward Rosie had a shocking paternity 
revelation of her own: “She’s your baby 
Jude! Look at her!” Cut to a close-up of a 
baby looking particularly gormless, even for 
a baby. If that infant isn’t at least shortlisted 
for a comedy Bafta, there’s no justice. 

While Mellor’s script never risks more 
than two minutes without a calamity, she 
has overlooked one choice source of drama. 
The prenatal group itself could be a seething 
pit of competitive parenting and insecure 
sniping, but instead these soul sisters are 
in complete harmony. They only met a few 
weeks ago, but selflessly support each other 
through everything. It’s “The Sisterhood of 
the Travelling Maternity Pants”, it’s “Steel 
Pregnolias”, it’s “Fried Green Placentas at 
the Whistle Stop Café”. At least mother-in-
laws can be relied upon to create tension. 
Roanna took one look at the new grandson 
and curled her lip: “Oh, you’re not really 
going to call him Sonny, are you?”

In Building the Dream, it’s the role of 
architectural designer Charlie Luxton to 
helpfully point out irrevocable mistakes long 

after the time to correct them has passed. 
If drawing a likeness between Charlie and 
a meddling mother-in-law seems unfair, at 
least it makes a change from the constant 
Kevin McCloud comparisons. 

This More 4 show is on a second series 
now, but there’s no getting away from it: 
Building the Dream is a poor man’s Grand 
Designs and not only because it’s an obvious 
knock-off. Whereas McCloud mixes in the 
most rarefied self-build circles, Luxton’s 
programme is aimed a few rungs down the 
social ladder. In these straitened times, he 
says, people who can’t afford to buy their 
dream house are opting to save money by 
building it themselves. 

Car dealer Richard and his wife bought 
a plot in rural Shropshire in 2005, and 

after being delayed by the recession, were 
finally able to start building in 2012. The 
goal was to construct a five-bedroom home 
with a balcony and massive basement for 
£340,000 in nine months and the design, 
as they freely admitted, was inspired by the 
set of a Michael Bublé Christmas special. 
Not a reference point you’d likely hear on 
McCloud’s watch. 

There unfolded a familiar story of 
building delays, blown budgets and dodgy 
design advice, this time flavoured by 
Richard and Kate’s enthusiastic embrace of 
traditional gender roles. Kate was fixated 
on getting “her” kitchen fitted with an 
island, while Richard wanted to turn the 
entire basement level into a “bat cave” filled 
with boy’s toys. And when, two years and 
a small fortune later, their dream home 
was finally complete, 
were they happy? “All 
I know is that I wanted 
an island...” grumbled 
Kate. Women, eh?

This episode continued to tick off items 
on the list of every horrible thing that 
could go wrong during a pregnancy

Last Night’s TV
Ellen E Jones

Mum’s the word: ‘In the Club’ with Jonathan Kerrigan and Katherine Parkinson
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The Great British Bake-Off  
8pm BBC1
On the hottest day of the year 
the bakers are asked to 
attempt a “show-stopping 
baked Alaska”. The task 
certainly stops the show for 
one contestant, whose ice 
cream refuses to set, promp- 
ting a rare Bake-Off tantrum. 

Secrets from the Asylum 
9pm ITV
ITV’s Who Do You Think You 
Are? mental-health hybrid 
follows Al Murray (left) as 
he finds out how Victorian 
ideas of inherited insanity 
meant one of his ancestors 
was institutionalised. 

Horizon: Allergies – Modern 
Living and Me 9pm BBC2
Western countries are 
experiencing an allergy 
epidemic, and Horizon goes 
hunting for reasons. Rigging 
two highly allergic families 
with mini-cameras is the 
show’s way of livening  
up the fascinating if 
unsurprising expert 
testimony. It’s seems we’re 
not getting ill or dirty 
enough in childhood. 

Star Paws: the Rise  
of Superstar Pets  
9pm Channel 4
When Sir Tim Berners-Lee 
was asked what he did not 

foresee about his invention 
of the internet, the great 
man replied “kittens”.
Fifteen per cent of internet 
traffic is now estimated to 
be cat related, and this film 
meets some of the moggies 
in the limelight – including 
Grumpy Cat and Bronte, 
the British shorthair star of 
the “Sing It Kitty” adverts.

Bright Lights, Brilliant 
Minds: a Tale of Three  
Cities 9pm & 3am BBC4
James Fox turns his 
attention to Paris in 1928,  
a time when Dali, Buñuel, 
Hemingway and Gershwin 
inhabited the city.

X-Men: First Class  
9pm Film4
(Matthew Vaughn, 2011) 
A prequel about how and 
why, before they were arch 
nemeses, Professor X (James 
McAvoy) and Magneto 
(Michael Fassbender) 
recruited the young mutants 
who became the X-Men. 
The stars are charismatic, 
the action is coherent and 
plentiful, and the period 
setting allows for a retro look. 
 
Indiana Jones and the  
Kingdom of the Crystal 
Skull 9pm BBC3
(Steven Spielberg, 2008) 
Unlike other Eighties 

Film choiceCritic’s choice
By L au r e n c e  P h e L a nBy G e r a r d  G i L B e r t

television&radio

6.00 Breakfast 9.15 Neighbourhood 
Blues 10.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer 11.00 Animal Saints and 
Sinners 11.45 Fake Britain 12.15 
Bargain Hunt 1.00 BBC News 1.30 
BBC Regional News (t). 1.45 
Doctors (t). 2.15 Perfection 3.00 
Escape to the Country 3.30 The 
Hairy Bikers: Everyday Gourmets 
4.30 Put Your Money Where Your 
Mouth Is (R). 5.15 Pointless (R) (t). 

6.00 BBC News; Weather (t). 

6.30 BBC Regional News 
Programmes; Weather (t). 

7.00 The One Show Hosted by 
Matt Baker and alex Jones (t). 

7.30 Fake Britain Matt allwright 
investigates false Facebook 
profiles and a dodgy washing 
powder (t). 

8.00 The Great British  
Bake-Off see Critic’s Choice, 
above (t). 

9.00 Last Chance Academy – 
Panorama Following gCse 
students at Baverstock academy 
in Kings Heath, Birmingham (t). 

10.00 BBC News (t). 

10.25 BBC Regional News and 
Weather (t). 

10.35 A Question of Sport (t). 

11.05 The League Cup Show a round-
up of this week’s second-round ties (t). 

12.15 BBC News (t). to 6am. 

Wednesday 27 August

BBC1 BBC2 ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC 4

Regional 
variations

7.45 Animal Park (R) (t). 8.15 Sign 
Zone 11.00 BBC News (t). 11.30 BBC 
World News (t). 12.00 Fred Dibnah’s 
Building of Britain (R) (t). 12.30 
Climbing Great Buildings (R) (t). 1.00 
Breakaway (R) (t). 1.45 Cash in the 
Attic (t). 2.15 The Chef’s Protege (R) 
(t). 2.45 Celebrity MasterChef (R) (t). 
3.30 Coast (t). 4.15 Britain by Bike (R) 
(t). 4.45 Great British Railway 
Journeys (R) (t). 5.15 Flog It! (R) (t). 

6.00 Two Tribes Quiz, hosted by 
Richard Osman (t). 

6.30 Eggheads Quiz (t). 

7.00 Young Vets Jo discovers beef 
cattle are difficult and dangerous 
animals to examine and treat, and 
Matt assists in complex heart 
surgery on a Jack Russell puppy (t). 

8.00 Hotel India this 
documentary goes behind the scenes 
at the taj Mahal Palace in Mumbai (t). 

9.00 Horizon: Allergies – 
Modern Life and Me see Critic’s 
Choice, above (t). 

10.00 Some Vicars with Jokes 
Part one of two. Clergymen from 
across the uK share their favourite 
gags, swapping the good Book for 
the Joke Book in a bid to get their 
audiences laughing. Previously 
shown on BBC4 (t). 

10.30 Newsnight (t). 

11.20 Super Senses: the Secret Power 
of Animals Patrick aryee and Helen 
Czerski explore the world of sound (R) (t). 

12.20 Sign Zone: Who Do You Think 
You Are? (R) (t). 1.20 Sign Zone: 
Doctor Who (R) (t). 2.40 This Is BBC 
Two (t). to 6.05am. 

6.00 Good Morning Britain (t). 8.30 
Lorraine (t). 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show (t). 10.30 This Morning (t). 
12.30 The Chase (R) (t). 1.30 ITV 
News; Weather (t). 1.55 Regional 
News; Weather (t). 2.00 Judge Rinder 
(t). 3.00 Secret Dealers (R) (t). 4.00 
Tipping Point (t). 5.00 Gift Wrapped 
(t). 

6.00 Regional News; Weather (t). 

6.30 ITV News; Weather (t). 

7.00 Emmerdale adam tries to 
persuade aaron not to turn himself 
in to the police (t). 

7.30 Coronation Street steve 
heads to the prison to see Peter (t). 

8.00 The Secret Life of Cats an 
insight into the world of the much-
loved pet, from pedigree breeds  
to household moggies (R) (t). 

9.00 Secrets from the Asylum 
see Critic’s Choice, above (t). 

10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather 
(t). 

10.30 Regional News; Weather 
(t). 

10.40 The Betrayers Fraudsters 
who target their loved ones. narrated 
by Reece shearsmith (R) (t). 

11.40 Off the Beaten Track Christine 
Bleakley helps to make natural confetti in 
shropshire (R) (t). 

12.05 Jackpot247 3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA (R) (t). 3.40 ITV 
Nightscreen 4.15 Britain’s Best Bakery 
(R) (t). 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show (R) 
(t). to 6am. 

6.00 Countdown (R) (t). 6.45 3rd 
Rock from the Sun (R). 7.35 The King 
of Queens (R) (t). 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (R) (t). 9.00 Frasier 
(R). 10.00 The Big Bang Theory (R) (t). 
11.00 Come Dine with Me (R) (t). 12.00 
Channel 4 News (t). 12.05 Come Dine 
with Me (R) (t). 1.40 Phil Spencer: 
Secret Agent 2.40 Countdown 3.30 
Deal or No Deal (t). 4.30 Win It Cook 
It (t). 5.00 Come Dine with Me (R) (t). 

6.00 The Simpsons Featuring the 
guest voice of the cult film-maker 
John Waters (R) (t). 

6.30 Hollyoaks Finn’s darker side 
emerges when he realises amber is 
leaving (t). 

7.00 Channel 4 News (t). 

8.00 Sarah Beeny’s Double Your 
House for Half the Money  
a sheffield couple encounter 
problems with an extension before 
the foundations are even laid, and a 
bungalow in Radlett, Hertfordshire, 
is adapted for a man with multiple 
sclerosis (t). 

9.00 Star Paws: the Rise of 
Superstar Pets see Critic’s 
Choice, above (t). 

10.00 Educating Yorkshire: One 
Year On Catching up with the staff 
and pupils of thornhill Community 
academy, and finding out how some 
students did in their gCses (R) (t). 

11.00 Addicts’ Symphony an orchestra 
whose members have all struggled with 
addiction (t). 

12.20 Ramsay’s Hotel Hell (R) (t). 1.10 
FILM Our Children (Joachim Lafosse 
2012) see Film Choice, above. 3.00 FILM 
Broken Arrow (delmer daves 1950) 
Western, starring James stewart (t). 
4.40 Gordon Ramsay’s Home Cooking 
(R) (t). 5.05 Deal or No Deal (R) (t). to 
6am. 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.15 The Wright Stuff 
11.10 The Railway: First Great Western 
(R) (t). 12.10 5 News Lunchtime (t). 
12.15 Celebrity Big Brother (R) (t). 1.15 
Home and Away (t). 1.45 Neighbours 
(t). 2.15 NCIS (R) (t). 3.10 Rosamunde 
Pilcher: the Other Wife (t). 5.00 5 
News at 5 (t). 5.30 Neighbours (R) (t). 

6.00 Home and Away Josh and 
evelyn kiss passionately (R) (t). 

6.30 5 News Tonight (t). 

7.00 Cricket on 5 england v India. 
Highlights of the second fixture of the 
five-match one-day series staged at 
the sWaLeC stadium in Cardiff (t). 

8.00 Emergency Bikers Iain 
Hooper deals with a patient who 
looks to have several fractures, but 
is refusing pain relief. Last in the 
series (t). 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother: Live 
Eviction emma Willis presents the 
first eviction, announcing the least 
popular housemate and chatting to 
them about their time on the 
programme (t). 

10.00 Suspects Part one of two. 
Jack becomes emotionally involved 
when a man who tracks down and 
confronts paedophiles is attacked. 
Concludes tomorrow (t). 

11.00 Celebrity Big Brother’s Bit on the 
Side CBB companion show. 

12.00 Celebrity Big Brother: Live from 
the House 1.00 SuperCasino 3.10 The 
Royals (t). 4.00 Wildlife SOS (R) (t). 
4.20 Great Artists (R) (t). 4.45 House 
Doctor (R) (t). 5.10 House Doctor (R) 
(t). 5.35 House Doctor (R) (t). to 6am. 

 

7.00 World News Today; Weather 
(t). 

7.30 Great British Railway 
Journeys Michael Portillo travels 
through Buckinghamshire (R) (t). 

8.00 The Wonder of Animals How 
big cats are built to hunt (t). 

8.30 The Beauty of Anatomy  
dr adam Rutherford travels to the 
Hague and amsterdam to find out 
what inspired artists such as 
Rembrandt and Ruysch to create 
anatomical paintings in the 17th 
century (t). 

9.00 Bright Lights, Brilliant 
Minds: a Tale of Three Cities 
see Critic’s Choice, above (t). 

10.00 Wild China Meeting tribes of 
Chinese reindeer herders dwelling 
outside the great Wall on the 
siberian border, and exploring the 
ruined cities that once marked the 
legendary silk Road (R) (t). 

11.00 Dreaming the Impossible: 
Unbuilt Britain How scotland was almost 
cut in half to create a warship canal (R) (t). 

12.00 Moominland Tales: the Life of 
Tove Jansson (R) (t). 1.00 The Wonder 
of Animals (R) (t). 1.30 The Beauty of 
Anatomy (R) (t). 2.00 Wild China (R) 
(t). 3.00 Bright Lights, Brilliant Minds: 
a Tale of Three Cities see Critic’s 
Choice, above (R) (t). 4.00 Close 
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Walter Now 10am, 3pm  
& 3am Radio 4 Extra
David Cook’s drama from 
2009 revisited Walter, the 
titular protagonist of his 1982 
film starring Ian McKellen 
(left) as a man with learning 
difficulties, which formed 
part of Channel 4’s opening 
night in 1982. 

Sandhurst and the Sheikhs  
11am Radio 4
How four reigning Arab 
monarchs have attended the 
Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst: the Kings of 
Bahrain and Jordan, the 
Emir of Qatar and the 
Sultan of Oman.

action heroes, Indiana Jones 
was never an invulnerable 
muscle-man and it matters 
not that Harrison Ford was 
of pensionable age when he 
returned for a fourth time. 
The problem is that the 
film is set amid the same 
jungles, and consists of 
rather familiar set pieces.  

Dogtooth 11.35pm Film4
(Giorgos Lanthimos, 2009) 
A mother, father and their 
three teenage children live 
in a detached house from 
which only the father ever 
ventures. But with the arrival 
of a visitor, the edifices of 
their hermetic universe begin 

to crumble. This rigorously 
controlled Greek film is a 
tragicomic fable offering a 
cruel parody of family life. 
Aggeliki Papoulia and Mary 
Tsoni (left) star.
 
Our Children  
1.10am Channel 4
(Joachim Lafosse, 2012) This 
claustrophobic and steadily 
darkening French domestic 
drama begins with a shot of 
four child-sized coffins. Then 
it spools back to the courtship 
of two young characters, 
and watches married life, 
economic pressures and 
their unusual domestic 
arrangements take their toll. 

Radio choice
By G e r a r d  G i l B e r t

RadIO 1
6.30am scott Mills 10.00 alice Levine 
12.45pm newsbeat 1.00 Matt edmondson 
3.30 Official Chart update 4.00 greg James 
7.00 Zane Lowe 9.00 My Playlister 10.00 
Phil taggart 12mdn’t Huw stephens 2.00 
Benji B 4.00 adele Roberts. To 6.30am.

RadIO 2
6.30am Chris evans 9.30 Ken Bruce 12noon 
Jeremy Vine 2.00 Jonathan Ross 5.00 simon 
Mayo 7.00 the Folk show 8.00 Huey 
Morgan 10.00 established 1973 – 40 years of 
Commercial Radio 11.00 trevor nelson’s soul 
show 12mdn’t Janice Long 2.00 alex Lester 
5.00 Penny smith. To 6.30am.

RadIO 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 essential Classics 
11.00 edinburgh International Festival 1pm 
news 1.02 Lunchtime Concert 2.00 
afternoon 3.30 Choral evensong 4.30 In 
tune 6.30 Composer 7.30 BBC Proms 10.00 
Proms Plus Late 10.25 the Free thinking 
essay 11.00 Late Junction 12.30am through 
the night. To 6.30am.

RadIO 4
6am today 9.00 Reflections 9.30 Publishing 
Lives 9.45 Book of the Week 10.00 Woman’s 
Hour 10.56 the Listening Project 11.00 
sandhurst and the sheikhs. see Radio Choice, 

left. 11.30 the gobetweenies 12noon news 
12.04 Home Front 12.15 you and yours 1.00 
World at One 1.45 Literary solutions to the 
economy 2.00 the archers 2.15 drama 3.00 
Bricks and Bubbles 3.30 Inside Health 4.00 
educators 4.30 Media show 5.00 PM 6.00 
news 6.30 dead Ringers 7.00 the archers 
7.15 Front Row 7.45 dark Fire 8.00 agree to 
differ 8.45 Four thought 9.00 Costing the 
earth 9.30 Reflections 10.00 the World 
tonight 10.45 Book at Bedtime 11.00 Jigsaw 
11.15 Little Lifetimes 11.30 Believe It! 
12mdn’t news 12.30 Book of the Week 
12.48 shipping 1.00 as BBC World service 
5.20 shipping 5.30 news Briefing 5.43 
Prayer for the day 5.45 Farming today 5.58 
tweet of the day. To 6am.

RadIO 4 LW
9.45am daily service 10.15 International 
One-day Cricket 12.01pm shipping 12.04 
International One-day Cricket 5.54 shipping 
5.57 International One-day Cricket 

RadIO 5
6am 5 Live Breakfast 10.00 Chris Warburton 
12noon shelagh Fogarty 2.00 Richard Bacon 
4.00 5 Live drive 7.00 5 Live sport 7.45 5 Live 
sport: Champions League Football 2014-15 
10.00 5 Live sport: 5 Live Football social 10.30 
Phil Williams 1am up all night 5.00 Morning 
Reports 5.15 Wake up to Money. To 6am.

More 4 E4 Film4 Sky Atlantic Sky Arts 1 London Live

BBC1 N IRELAND AS BBC1 EXCEPT: 10.35 Keeping the Castle. 11.35 a Question of sport. 12.05 the League Cup show. 1.10-6.00 BBC news. BBC1 SCOTLAND AS BBC1 EXCEPT: 6.55-7.00 Referendum Campaign Broadcast. BBC1 WALES AS BBC1 EXCEPT: 10.35 
Welsh Memories of World War One. 11.05 a Question of sport. 11.35-12.40 the League Cup show. 12.45-6.00 BBC news. BBC2 SCOTLAND AS BBC2 EXCEPT: 2.10 the Chef’s Protege. 2.40 Celebrity MasterChef. 3.25 Coast. 4.10 Britain by Bike. 4.40 great British 
Railway Journeys. 5.10 Flog It! 5.55-6.00 Referendum Campaign Broadcast. 10.30 scotland 2014. 11.00-11.45 newsnight. 11.50 super senses: the secret Power of animals. 12.50 sign Zone: Who do you think you are? 1.50 sign Zone: doctor Who. 3.10-6.05 this Is BBC two. 
ITV Wales AS ITV EXCEPT: 6.00-6.30 ItV news Wales at six. STV AS ITV EXCEPT: 6.25-6.30 Referendum Campaign Broadcast. 10.30 scotland tonight. 11.05 the Betrayers. 12.00 the Jeremy Kyle show usa. 12.45 Britain’s Best Bakery. 1.35 the Jeremy Kyle show usa. 
2.20-6.00 ItV nightscreen. UTV AS ITV EXCEPT: 11.05 the Betrayers. 12.00 Off the Beaten track. 12.25-3.00 teleshopping. S4C 7.00 Cyw. 1.00 newyddion s4C a’r tywydd. 1.05 Heno. 1.30 gwlad Beirdd. 2.00 Prynhawn da. 2.55 newyddion s4C a’r tywydd. 3.00 Cyw. 
4.00 awr Fawr. 5.00 stwnsh. 6.30 newyddion s4C a’r tywydd. 6.35 Pobol y Cwm. 7.00 Heno. 7.30 Crwydro. 8.00 Pobol y Cwm. 8.25 O’r galon. 9.00 newyddion 9 a’r tywydd. 9.30 arfordir Cymru: Môn. 10.00 Pluen eira. 10.45 y stiwdio gefn: nia Ben aur. 12.00 diwedd.

8.55 Location, Location, Location (R) 
(t). 10.00 Building the Dream (R) (t). 
11.05 Gordon Ramsay’s Home Cooking 
(R) (t). 11.40 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems 
(R) (t). 11.55 FILM The Big Blockade 
(Charles Frend 1942) second World War 
mock-documentary, starring Leslie Banks 
(t). 1.25 Four in a Bed (R) (t). 4.10 
Shipping Wars (R) (t). 4.40 A Place in 
the Sun: Home or Away (R) (t). 

6.50 Couples Come Dine with Me 
three couples from Brighton 
compete, beginning with sam and 
nick, who produce a simple menu 
which reflects their busy lives (R) (t). 

7.55 Grand Designs Following the 
progress of Ian and sophie Cooper, 
who aim to restore a 200-year-old 
industrial building in somerset, but 
are stunned to learn it has no 
foundations (R) (t). 

9.00 The World’s Weirdest 
Weather an icicle the size of a house 
causes a street to close in Canada as 
contractors attempt to remove it 
using chainsaws, and the weather is 
behind a mysterious green haze that 
envelops Moscow 26 years to the day 
after the Chernobyl disaster (t). 

10.00 Is Our Weather Getting 
Worse? Investigating the uK’s most 
severe weather events of the past 
decade, with the use of archive 
footage, expert insight and 
computer graphics (R) (t). 

11.05 Embarrassing Bodies Firemen 
undergo testicular cancer checks (R) (t). 

12.05 Couples Come Dine with Me (R) 
(t). 1.10 Is Our Weather Getting 
Worse? (R) (t). 2.15 Masters of Sex (R) 
(t). 3.35 Close 

6.00 Switched (R) (t). 6.25 Rude(ish) 
Tube (R) (t). 7.15 Glee (R) (t). 8.00 
Suburgatory (R) (t). 8.30 The Mindy 
Project (R) (t). 9.00 Melissa & Joey 
(R) (t). 10.00 Charmed (R) (t). 11.00 
Revenge (R) (t). 12.00 Hollyoaks (R) (t). 
12.35 Rules of Engagement (R) (t). 1.00 
How I Met Your Mother (R) (t). 2.00 
The Big Bang Theory (R) (t). 3.00 
Melissa & Joey (t). 4.00 Revenge (R) 
(t). 5.00 How I Met Your Mother (R) (t). 

6.00 The Big Bang Theory tension 
mounts when the gang attends a 
weekend science conference (R) (t). 

6.30 The Big Bang Theory sheldon 
receives acting lessons (R) (t). 

7.00 Hollyoaks darren rushes to be 
with nancy after her attack (t). 

7.30 How I Met Your Mother the 
friends undergo health checks 
following the death of Marshall’s 
father (R) (t). 

8.00 FILM Three Men and a Baby 
(Leonard nimoy 1987) the lives of 
three flat-sharing bachelors are 
turned upside down when they 
discover a baby left on their 
doorstep. Comedy, starring tom 
selleck, ted danson, steve 
guttenberg and nancy travis (t). 

10.05 Rude Tube: Love Bytes alex 
Zane counts down through 50 
internet clips of romantic, raunchy 
and weird characters (R) (t). 

11.10 Made in Chelsea NYC Binky 
celebrates her birthday in style (R) (t). 

12.15 Suburgatory (R) (t). 12.45 
Virtually Famous (R) (t). 1.35 Rude 
Tube: Love Bytes (R) (t). 2.35 The 
Ricky Gervais Show (R) (t). 3.00 The 
Cleveland Show (R) (t). 3.25 Franklin 
& Bash (R) (t). 4.05 Glee (R) (t). 4.50 
Charmed (R) (t). to 6am. 

11.00 The Thief of Bagdad (Ludwig 
Berger, Michael Powell, tim Whelan 
1940) Fantasy adventure, starring sabu 
(t). 1.10 The Princess Diaries (garry 
Marshall 2001) Family comedy, starring 
anne Hathaway (t). 3.25 Demetrius and 
the Gladiators (delmer daves 1954) 
Historical drama, with Victor Mature (t). 
5.25 Journey to the Center of the 
Earth (eric Brevig 2008) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Brendan Fraser (t). 

7.15 Fantastic Four: Rise of the 
Silver Surfer (tim story 2007) the 
super-powered team takes on a 
mysterious alien who has been sent 
by his planet-eating master to 
prepare earth for obliteration. While 
the four heroes try to find a way to 
foil its plans, an old enemy returns, 
intent on seizing the 
extraterrestrial’s power. sci-fi 
adventure sequel, starring Ioan 
gruffudd, Michael Chiklis, Chris 
evans and Jessica alba, with the 
voice of Laurence Fishburne. edited 
for daytime broadcast (t). 

9.00 X-Men: First Class 
(Matthew Vaughn 2011) see Film 
Choice, above (t). 

11.35 Dogtooth (giorgos Lanthimos 
2009) see Film Choice, above 

1.30 The Innkeepers (ti West 2011) 
Horror, starring sara Paxton (t). 3.30 
Close 

6.00 Stargate SG-1 (R) (t). 7.00 
thirtysomething (R) (t). 8.00 Star 
Trek: Enterprise (R) (t). 9.00 Without 
a Trace (R) (t). 10.00 The British (R) 
(t). 11.00 House (R) (t). 1.00 Stargate 
SG-1 (R) (t). 2.00 Without a Trace (R) 
(t). 3.00 Star Trek: Enterprise (R) (t). 
4.00 House (R) (t). 

6.00 Blue Bloods seemingly 
unconnected people are affected by 
the same recurring incident (R) (t). 

7.00 Without a Trace a college 
football coach goes missing (R) (t). 

8.00 Richard E Grant’s Hotel 
Secrets the actor explores Berlin, 
visiting the arty Propeller Island City 
Lodge (R) (t). 

9.00 Silicon Valley Richard’s ex-
girlfriend spreads rumours about 
him (t). 

9.35 Veep selina heads to London 
to attend a reception for the deputy 
prime minister (t). 

10.10 Enlightened amy discovers 
the real purpose of Cogentiva (R) (t). 

10.45 The Sopranos With uncle 
Junior in prison, tony is now sole 
head of the professional ‘waste 
disposal’ business and FBI interest is 
mounting (R) (t). 

12.00 Silicon Valley (R) (t). 12.35 Veep 
(R) (t). 1.10 Game of Thrones (R) (t). 
2.20 This Is Jinsy (R) (t). 2.50 The 
Sopranos (R) (t). 4.00 thirtysomething 
(R) (t). 5.00 Star Trek: Enterprise (R) 
(t). to 6am. 

6.00 In Confidence 7.00 Pink Floyd – 
Live at Pompeii (t). 8.20 Jimi Hendrix 
Plays Berkeley (t). 9.20 Beat Beat 
Beat 9.30 Gary Moore (t). 11.00 
Parkinson: Masterclass (t). 12.00 In 
Conversation (t). 12.30 Video Killed 
the Radio Star 1.00 Elvis Costello & 
Friends (t). 2.30 The Ronnie Wood 
Show (t). 3.30 South Bank Show 
Originals (t). 4.00 Parkinson (t). 5.00 
Here’s a Piano I Prepared Earlier 

6.00 Mulan – Cirque de Pekin the 
circus troupe performs its colourful 
show “Mulan”, featuring high-wire 
acts, acrobats, jugglers, sword 
dancers and stilt walkers (t). 

8.00 Kate Bush: Sensual World  
a 1989 interview with the 
“Wuthering Heights” singer (t). 

8.30 Portrait Artist of the Year 
Frank skinner and Joan Bakewell 
head to dublin for the third heat, 
where 21 artists hope to impress the 
judges with portraits of Pauline 
McLynn, david Rawle and Lethal 
Bizzle (t). 

9.30 Rankin Presents the 
photographer introduces Chris 
stewart and Robert McKillop’s 
“Cold Comfort” and Rory alexander 
stewart and Martin smith’s “Liar”, 
two more short films created by 
newcomers (t). 

10.15 Matrioshki Marc is tempted 
by a bribe from a dutch club owner. 

11.15 The Ronnie Wood Show the 
Rolling stones guitarist talks to alice 
Cooper (t). 
11.45 Jethro Tull Live at the Isle of 
Wight a performance by the band at the 
1970 Isle of Wight Festival (t). 

1.15 Portrait Artist of the Year (t). 2.15 
Matrioshki 3.15 Rankin Presents (t). 
4.00 Gary Moore: One Night in Dublin 
(t). 5.30 In Conversation (t). to 6am. 

6.00 Wake Up London 9.00 Food 
Junkies (R). 9.30 Bugs (R). 10.30 
London’s Burning (R). 11.30 Food 
Junkies (R). 12.30 Headline London 
1.30 London’s Burning (R). 3.30 
Bugs (R). 5.30 Food Junkies (R). 

6.00 Food Junkies the cabbie 
Joey Bone reviews three pizza 
restaurants (R). 

6.30 London Go Live from a 
queue near you. 

7.00 Not The One Show an 
irreverent view of the day. 

8.00 Soho Blues CCtV cameras 
catch pickpockets in action, two 
men try to steal a £500 train set 
from London’s biggest toy store 
and trouble flares in Leicester 
square (R). 

9.00 Coupling Comedy, starring 
Jack davenport (R). 

9.30 Coupling Comedy, starring 
Jack davenport (R). 

10.00 Smack the Pony Comedy 
sketch show (R). 

10.30 Smack the Pony Comedy 
sketch show (R). 

11.00 Drag Queens of London 

12.00 London’s Burning (R). 1.00 
Smack the Pony (R). 1.30 Smack the 
Pony (R). 2.00 Talking Points 2.30 
Food Junkies (R). 3.00 Talking 
Points 3.30 London Live to 6am. 
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STuck oN THE coNcISE  
croSSworD? Then call our 
solutions line on 0906 751 0240. 
Calls cost 77p/min from a  
BT landline plus any network  
extras. If you are having trouble  
accessing the number, please call 
our helpdesk on 08000 141 178

NEED HELP WITH THE coNcIsE or cryPTIc crossWorD?
STuck oN a worD? Use your mobile phone to to find possible solutions. 
Just replace uknown letters with a full stop, start the message with  
IND SOLVE and send it to 654000. Eg. IND SOLVE pu..le. Texts cost 
50p plus your standard network charge. If no suggestions are found, 
you won’t be charged. For multi-word answers, leave a space between 
the words. If you are having trouble using this service, please call our 
helpdesk on 08000 141 178

The English result in Tromso 
wasn’t especially good on 
paper after a narrow last-
round defeat by Cuba. For 
a team in the pack, the final 
round makes an enormous 
difference and had they won 
the match, they would have 
been 6th equal and probably 
11th rather than 26th equal 
and 28th.

Nevertheless, most of the 
team played pretty well, 
especially Michael Adams, 
who won the silver medal 
on top board with 6.5/9 and 
a 2839 performance, which 
gained him 12.2 rating 
points and moved him up 
to16th on the unofficial live 
list at www.2700chess.com. 

Adams remained 
unbeaten throughout, 
beating Alexei Shirov, 
Le Quang Liem, Ivan 
Ivanisevic and Nils 
Grandelius and with  
draws against opponents 
including Levon Aronian, 
Lenier Dominguez and 
Arkadij Naiditsch. 

His victory against Nils 
Grandelius from Sweden in 
the penultimate round was 
particularly smooth.

This line almost works 
for Black and if so then it 
would be quite good. But 
unfortunately White has 
19.Bh6!!, a shot that Adams 
had almost certainly seen 
at home 

If 19...gxh6? 20.Qe4 
simply wins. Grandelius 
found a way to avoid 
immediate material loss, 
but it left his position in 
ruins and perhaps he  
should have tried 19...Nd7 
20.Qe4 g6 21.Bxf8 Kxf8 
when Black can try to round 
up the d5 pawn, though I 
wouldn’t give him much 
hope against Adams. 

As it was, Adams was able 
quietly to collect a number of 
pawns and won at a canter.

Michael Adams vs  
Nils Grandelius

Tromso 2014
Ruy Lopez

David Howell played 
wonderfully aggressively 
on board 4, with many 
challenging positions  
both on the board and  
the clock but landing on 
his feet almost all of the 
time for a splendid 7.5/10. 
Here he finally won a 
chaotic battle with a nice 
breakthrough. The point 
was that if 56.cxb4 c3 and  
a pawn queens. 

53...Nxg6+! 54.Bxg6 Nb6 
55.Bb1 b4 ! 56.f5 bxc3 57.f6 
c2 58.Bxc2 a2 59.f7 a1Q+ 
60.Ke6 Qe1+ 0–1.

chess Jon Speelman

west 
♠ a K Q 9 7 
♥ Q 9 
♦ K 8 
♣ 10 7 4 3

North
♠ 10 8 4 2 
♥ a 5 2 
♦ 10 9 6 4 2 
♣ Q 

South 
♠ 5 
♥ K J 10 8 6 3 
♦ Q 3 
♣ a K J 8

East
♠ J 6 3 
♥ 7 4 
♦ a J 7 5 
♣ 9 6 5 2

Game all; dealer west

Because of the large 
number of teams (36) 
entered in the Open series 
of the 2014 European 
Championships, the field, 
for the first time ever, was 
split into two sections. At 
the conclusion of the initial 
round robin, the top nine 
from each section went 
forward to the final round 
robin. Today’s match, from 
the penultimate round of 
the preliminaries, saw 
Denmark facing Turkey. 
Both teams were secure 
qualifiers but could not sit 
back, as scores between 
teams that had met 
previously were to be carried 
forward in full to the final.

west  North  East  South
suleyman Morten Murat dennis
Koksoy Bilde Molva Bilde
1♠ pass 1nt 2♥
pass 3♥ pass 4♥
all pass

Both North-Souths 

reached Four Hearts – this 
was the auction at the table 
where the Danish father 
and son Bilde partnership 
were in action.

West led the ace of 
spades, and Koksoy was 
fairly sure, both from 
the bidding and from his 
partner’s three, that South 
held a singleton spade. 
South was unlikely to have 
elevated himself to game 
had he been looking at 
three losing spades.   

Koksoy found the best 

continuation of the king  
of diamonds, followed  
by the eight to East’s ace. 
Back came a diamond, 
putting Bilde the younger  
to the test. Who had the 
queen of hearts? Deciding 
West was the likelier 
candidate, as West had 
opened the bidding and 
East had already shown 
up with the diamond ace, 
Dennis ruffed with his king 
of hearts, then finessed 
against West for the queen. 
Nicely judged.

Bridge Maureen Hiron

1.e4 e5 
2.nf3 nc6 
3.Bb5 a6 
4.Ba4 nf6 
5.0–0 Be7 
6.Re1 b5 
7.Bb3 d6 
8.c3 0–0 
9.d3 na5 
10.Bc2 c5 
11.nbd2 nd7 
12.nf1 nb6 
13.ne3 nc6 
14.nd5 nxd5 
15.exd5 nb8 

16.d4 exd4 
17.cxd4 c4 
18.Qe2 Bf6  
(see diagram) 
19.Bh6 Qd7 
20.Qe4 Qf5 
21.Qxf5 Bxf5 
22.Bxf5 gxh6 
23.a4 bxa4 
24.Rxa4 a5 
25.Rc1 na6 
26.Rxa5 nc7 
27.Rxa8 Rxa8 
28.g3 Ra4 
29.b3 Ra3 

gvdx   ba,
,   ,   ,hnh
h,   n   c   ,
,h,H,   ,
   ,hN   ,   ,
,   ,   ,   ,
HND,SNHN
B   C   B   Z

   ,   ,   v   z
,   ,   ,   ,H
   ,   N   ,H,
,h,   Z   ,
f,h,   N   ,
n   N   ,   ,
   ,   ,   ,   ,
,D,   ,   ,

The numbers 
in the grid 
correspond to 
the letters of the 
alphabet. Solve the 
puzzle and fill in 
the letters in the 
key as you discover 
them. Three letters 
are provided to 
give you a start. 
The solution will 
be printed in 
tomorrow’s paper. 
The solution 
to yesterday’s 
codeword is on 
page 48.

NEED a lITTlE HElP  
GETTING STarTED?  
Then call for up to  
four extra clue letters on 
0901 292 5126.Calls cost 
£1.02 from a BT landline 
plus any netword extras. Or 
text IND CLUE to 65400 
to receive your clues. Texts 
cost £1 plus your standard 
network charge. Clues 
change each day at mid-
night. Phoneline and Text 
Help: 08000 141178

London’s Leading  
Independent Luxury 

Hotel Group:  
www.grangehotels.com;  

@grangehotels

30.Rxc4 Rxb3 
31.nd2 Rb7 
32.ne4 Be7 
33.nc3 Kg7 
34.Kg2 ne8 
35.nd1 nf6 
36.ne3 Rb5 
37.Bd3 nxd5 
38.nf5+ Kf6 
39.nxh6 Rb2 
40.Kf1 Bf8 
41.ng4+ Kg7 
42.Be4 ne7 

43.ne3 Rb5 
44.Ra4 Rb8 
45.Ra6 Rd8 
46.Ke2 Kg8 
47.Kd3 Bg7 
48.Ra7 Bf8 
49.nd5 ng6 
50.h4 Bg7 
51.h5 nf8 
52.ne7+ Kh8 
53.nf5 Rd7 
54.Rxd7 nxd7 
55.nxd6 1–0

Bator Sambuev vs  
David Howell (to play)

1 2 3 4 5

6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19 20

21 22

Across
1 Stop (5)
4 Reverence (3)
7 Something very  

large (8)
8 Demonstrate (4)
9 Distinguish (12)
11 Liveliness (4)
12 Metal (4)
16 Bruised (5-3-4)
18 Brass instrument (4)
19 Particular (8)
21 Drone (3)
22 Pinch (5)

Down
1 Thick soup (7)
2 Fuss (3)
3 Guarantee (6)
4 Take on oneself (6)
5 Vital (9)
6 Solicit (custom) (4)
10 Dawdler (Informal) (9)
13 Tapering pillar (7)
14 Fragrant ointment (6)
15 Arrival (6)
17 Praise (4)
20 Anger (3)

SoluTIoN To yESTErDay’S coNcISE croSSworD
Across: 1 Damn, 4 Punning (Dampening), 9 Fishing tackle, 10 Old, 11 Operation, 
13 Droves, 14 Iconic, 18 Bossa nova, 20 Bar, 21 Blind man’s buff, 23 Emperor,  
24 Sake.
Down: 2 Assiduous, 3 Noisome, 4 Pigpen, 5 Nyala, 6 Ilk, 7 Glean, 8 Afford,  
12 Innsbruck, 15 Chassis, 16 Carafe, 17 Mohair, 18 Bible, 19 Adder, 22 Imp.

concise crossword #8694

codeword #684

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
D

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
M A

1 3 25 7 24 23 7 2 23 4 23 9

23 3 8 8 12 6 3

5 6 26 21 26 23 23 1 3 26 6

9 6 13 11 2 26 15

5 3 8 23 7 1 23 19 26 6

26 22 19 2 14 12 3

9 20 23 8 24 9 14 16 3 3 2 9

9 6 7 9 26 8 9

16 2 1 3 8 9 19 7 8 3

17 19 23 12 24 9 19

23 17 26 11 3 3 3 10 24 7 6

2 24 9 17 8 3 26

11 23 9 24 19 26 16 9 3 22 26 18

 a   B   c   D   E   F   G   H   I   J   k   l   M   N   o   P   Q   r   S   T   u   V   w   X   y   Z 
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- + 1

- + +

- ÷ 1

- + x

4 - x 5 5

-3 13 40

9 6 7
3 8

8 3 9 1 4
1 4 7

3 8 2 5 4 1
5
8 5 4
7 1 2 5 9

5 6 1

9 5 4 6 1 8 7 2 3
1 7 3 2 5 4 9 6 8
6 8 2 3 7 9 1 4 5
2 9 8 1 4 6 5 3 7
3 6 7 8 2 5 4 9 1
5 4 1 7 9 3 2 8 6
8 2 9 5 3 7 6 1 4
7 1 6 4 8 2 3 5 9
4 3 5 9 6 1 8 7 2

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Moderate Thu Aug 21 15:50:10 2014

9 3 7 1 8
2 6 8 3 5 1

6 5
9

7 3
1 4 8 7
5 9 6 2
3 2 4

9 6 3 5 7 1 2 8 4
4 7 2 6 8 3 5 9 1
8 5 1 2 4 9 7 3 6
2 9 8 4 6 5 1 7 3
6 1 4 3 9 7 8 2 5
7 3 5 8 1 2 6 4 9
1 4 6 9 2 8 3 5 7
5 8 7 1 3 4 9 6 2
3 2 9 7 5 6 4 1 8

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Moderate Thu Aug 21 15:50:23 2014

5 7
5 6 7

2 8 6 3 5
6 2 4

3 9 2 7 8
5 7 6
1

1 9
9 4

6 5 1 7 3 2 4 9 8
9 3 4 1 8 5 6 7 2
2 8 7 9 6 4 3 5 1
7 1 6 2 4 8 9 3 5
3 9 2 6 5 7 8 1 4
5 4 8 3 9 1 7 2 6
1 2 9 4 7 6 5 8 3
4 7 5 8 1 3 2 6 9
8 6 3 5 2 9 1 4 7

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Challenging Thu Aug 21 15:50:40 2014

+ - 2

- + -

+ - -1

÷ x +

÷ 1 + 11

1 7 7
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WASH

GILT

Convert the word at the top of the ladder 
into the word at the bottom, using only the 
four rungs in  between and only changing 
one letter each time.

V
A

E
IO

A

N
C

D

How many words of three or more letters, 
each including the letter at centre of the 
wheel, can you make from this diagram? 
We’ve found 48, including one nine-letter 
word.

Word Ladder

Word WheelSudoku #4519

Maths Puzzle

Elementary

Elementary

Intermediate

Advanced

Advanced

Fill the empty squares 
with numbers that will 
make the across and down  
calculations produce the  
results shown in the grey 
squares. Each numeral from 
1 to 9 must only  appear 
once. The calculations 
should be performed from 
left to right and top to 
bottom, rather than in strict 
mathematical order.

STuck oN THE cRYPTIc cRoSSwoRD? Then call our solutions line on 0906 751 0239. Calls cost 
77p/min from a BT landline plus any network extras. If you are having trouble accessing the 
number, please call our helpdesk on 08000 141 178

VETO

LAWS

Codeword, Maths Puzzle, Word 
Ladder and Word Wheel courtesy of 
Clarity Media. For more puzzles, see 
www.clarity-media.co.uk.  
Solutions, page 48

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

11

12 13 14

15 16

17 18

19 20

21 22

23 24

25 26

P G C E A B
C A E R P H I L L Y L E E K

R A A I E M A
B A R N E T B E D F O R D

D D I N Y
H E R E F O R D P U D S E Y

U B O R Y
C H O R L E Y P A I S L E Y

E S I W A
B A T T L E S A N D W I C H

D U O G L
B A R K I N G H A R L O W
O K O O A A S

H Y D E W I N C H E S T E R
S Y A A S T

Cryptic crossword #8695
By quixote

Yesterday’s solution

Across
1 Thin layer across a sort  

of roof (6)
4 Firm in Beds town 

reduced by a third 
initially (6)

8 This person gets a less 
nasty disease (7)

10 Sleeping in corridor,  
man twitches (7)

11 Gent with bruises bled 
terribly – something that 
could affect man’s facial 
appearance (8,7)

12 Evangelist showing 
power to an extent  
before hesitation (8)

14 Bank record (4)
17 The fellow without 

identity is to go to 
ground (4)

18 Right-wing party’s friend 
concealing hot wrath 
endlessly (8)

21 Disregard for others  
in trick tried on is a 
wrong (15)

23 Discharge the thing into 
tube (4,3)

24 Three or four, say, in the 
cafe? (7)

25 Communist at this time 
is in retreat – surprise (6)

26 Old female journalist is 
given approval (6)

Down
1 One of the works set  

up manufactured 
ointment (6)

2 From what we hear, 
Yorkshire city shows  
the way (5)

3 Urgent message once 
coming from English 
member stuck in  
vehicle (8)

5 Make appearance in stage 
act at Oxford, say (4,2)

6 Bishop out on a walk 
gathering wild fruit (9)

7 Request to have bolt 
maybe inserted into  
gate? (8)

9 Visitors to coastline may 
understand what is being 
said (3,3,5)

10 Removal of weapons  
in Amsterdam after 
assault (11)

13 Untie cord – if that’s 
tricky, cut (9)

15 Tool repurposed as a 
winch (8)

16 Tree cut, pollarded,  
south of river (8)

19 Request for more chaps 
to abandon head and 
heart (6)

20 Certainly part of the 
action (6)

22 Island disposing of leader 
in a very cold manner (5)



Obituaries

 44  

Section2
THE INDEPENDENT Wednesday 27 august 2014 

Against the advice of well-meaning doubters, 
the author, explorer and inveterate adventurer 
Anthony Smith sailed across the Atlantic on 
a sail-powered raft. He was in his eighties. A 
sailor, pilot and balloonist, he had travelled the 
length of Africa in both directions by motorcy-
cle. He was appeared on television and wrote 
articles and  more than two dozen books.

But the voyage he planned in his eighties led 
people to question his sanity. “Other people 
use that word, mad, all the time,” he said after 
his crossing. “But I was determined. So I just 
went ahead and did it.” Smith’s five children, 
he said, were not “totally co-operative.”

His raft was named Antiki, a reference to 
Thor Heyerdahl’s Kon-Tiki, which made a cel-
ebrated voyage across the Pacific in 1947. Crew 
members were recruited through an advertise-
ment seeking older people who were “serious 
adventurers only.” Smith and his crew of three 
– Andrew Bainbridge, David Hildred and John 
Russell, none younger than 56 – set sail from 
the Canaries on 30 January 2011.

No great sailing skill was demanded on the 
Antiki, which measured about 20 by 40 feet and 
rested on an array of plastic pipes. The raft had 

no motor and was powered by a single sail. “You 
don’t have to do much,” Smith said of navigat-
ing. “The wind and the current take you.”

In the first week the raft’s two rudders broke. 
After about three weeks the supply of fresh 
food was gone. In 10 weeks the wind and cur-
rent took Smith from the Canary Islands, off 
the African coast, to the Caribbean island of 
St Martin, which he reached on 6 April after 
more than two months at sea.

Raft travel was slow going. Sailing day and 
night, Smith and his crew made their way across 
the ocean at about 2.4mph. Because Smith 
missed his original destination of Eleuthera in 
the Bahamas, he embarked on a second trip in 
2012, sailing from St Martin to Eleuthera with 
a crew of two women and three men.

His voyage was inspired by his interest in a 
Second World War story of survival at sea. After 
their ship was sunk, two sailors had drifted 
across the Atlantic in an 18ft boat for 70 days 
before landing at Eleuthera. “That whole story 
fascinated me,” he said. As a young man, lack 
of funds had kept him from trying to dupli-
cate the voyage, and later he was held back by 
job responsibilities. Finally, he said, when he 

Ed Nelson was one of only two Peyton’s Place 
cast members to appear in the entire run of 
American television’s first peak-time soap 
opera, which featured murder, divorce, wife-
beating, teenage pregnancy, rape and black-
mail in a fictional New England coastal town 
and attracted up to 60 million viewers in the 
programme’s home country alone.

As the honest and moral Dr Michael Rossi 
Nelson was keeper of the small-town secrets in 
the serial based on Grace Metalious’s scandal-
filled 1956 book, which was banned in Canada 
and some American states but was still the 20th 
century’s biggest-selling novel at the time.

Nelson’s character was a high school prin-
cipal in the original story, but producer Paul 
Monash made him a doctor arriving in Peyton 
Place to set up his practice for the television ver-
sion (there had also been a film, in 1957). During 
Nelson’s 436 episodes (1964-69), Michael had 
several relationships but never married. He 
was involved with the town’s bookshop owner, 

unmarried mother Constance Mackenzie, but 
they parted when he admitted he could not 
commit to marriage.

Peyton Place made stars of Mia Farrow (Con-
stance’s daughter, Allison) and her screen boy-
friend, Ryan O’Neal (as Rodney Harrington). 
Farrow and Malone left before the final series 
and O’Neal never quite made it to the end, so 
Nelson and Barbara Parkins, who acted Betty 
Anderson – vying with Allison for Rodney’s 
affections – had the distinction of appear-
ing throughout the soap’s entire run. Nelson 
revived his character in the TV films Murder in 
Peyton Place (1977) and Peyton Place: The Next 
Generation (1985). When the serial was in pro-
duction, the actor drove 100 miles home each 
evening to help with his children’s homework. 
In 1968 he was named Father of the Year.

Nelson was born in New Orleans. Following 

Anthony Smith

Writer and adventurer who 
in his eighties sailed a raft 
made of plastic from the 
Canaries to the Bahamas

became “very much older,” the idea of a raft 
voyage still gripped him. “Am I supposed to 
potter about, pruning roses and admiring pretty 
girls?” he asked. “Or should I do something to 
justify my existence?”

Smith was born in 1926 in Buckinghamshire 
and grew up at Cliveden, the Astor family’s 
estate which was managed by his father. Dur-
ing the Second World War he served in the 
Royal Air Force Reserves. He studied zoology 
at Oxford University and as a young man made 
an expedition to Iran, exploring underwater 
tunnels and discovering a new species of fish, 
which was named for him. Later he wrote for 
the Manchester Guardian then left to head 
the South African magazine Drum, which he 
described as “the voice of black unrest.” His 
return trip was made by motorcycle. He worked 
for The Guardian and spent six years as science 
correspondent for the Daily Telegraph.

On leave from that job, he flew a hydrogen-
filled balloon around Africa, a trip that supplied 
material for another book. He was thought to 
be the first Briton to make a balloon crossing of 
the Alps. As a founder and long-standing head 
of the British Balloon and Airship Club he was 

a consultant on the films Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang (1968) and Superman II (1980).

He also wrote The Body (1968), which was 
praised by Alistair Cooke as a masterpiece and 
sold over 800,000 copies; it was later reissued 
as The Human Body and tied in with a BBC 
series of the same name. Years later he pub-
lished a companion volume, The Mind. 

He continued to make expeditions by boat 
and balloon, which led to more books. He also 
appeared on radio and television. His raft voy-
age generated another book, The Old Man and 
the Sea, which is due to be published next Feb-
ruary. As justification for confronting the haz-
ards of the sea at an advanced age, Smith would 
quote a line from TS Eliot’s Four Quartets: “Old 
men ought to be explorers.” µ MaRtIn WeIL   

Anthony Smith, journalist and adventurer: 
born Buckinghamshire 30 March 1926; 
married firstly Barbara Newman (marriage 
dissolved; three children), secondly Margaret 
Ann Holloway (one son); and one daughter; 
died 7 July 2014.

© The Washington Post

Ed Nelson
Veteran of Roger Corman’s 
low-budget horror movies 
who later appeared in every 
episode of ‘Peyton Place’

Nelson in 
1964: his 
‘Peyton 
Place’ 
character 
had several 
relationships 
but couldn’t 
commit to 
marriage 
abc

Smith on 
board the 
‘Antiki’; 
he and his 
crew took 
two months 
to cross the 
Atlantic Pa

service with the US Navy as a radio operator he 
started a media arts course at Tulane University 
in New Orleans, but left to study direction and 
production at the New York School of Radio 
and Television Technique then worked as an 
assistant director at WDSU-TV in Louisiana.

In 1950 Nelson joined Roger Corman’s unof-
ficial repertory company. He acted in the direc-
tor’s low-budget horror films such as Swamp 
Women (1956), Attack of the Crab Monsters 
(1957), Invasion of the Saucer Men (1957) and 
The Cry Baby Killer (1958).

This was followed by dozens of character 
roles in popular television series before and 
after Peyton Place. Nelson also played Senator 
Mark Denning in the daytime soap opera Capi-
tol (1983-84) and President Harry S Truman in 
the one-man stage play Give ’em Hell Harry! on 
tour (1975-77), the TV movie Enola Gay: The 
Men, the Mission, the Atomic Bomb (1980) and 
the film Brenda Starr (1989).

He finally completed his degree at Tulane 
University in 2000, then wrote an autobiog-
raphy, Beyond Peyton Place (2008). He died of 
congestive heart failure. µ antHOny HayWaRd

 
Edwin Stafford Nelson, actor: born New Orle-
ans 21 December 1928; married 1950 Patricia 
Miller (two sons, four daughters); died Green-
sboro, North Carolina 9 August 2014.

During ‘Peyton Place’ he 
drove home 100 miles each 
night to help his children 
with their homework

Asked why he undertook 
his Atlantic crossing he 
would quote Eliot: ‘Old men 
ought to be explorers’

Actor. Born: 1928

Author and traveller. Born: 1926
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The death in 1989 of the composer and musi-
cologist Serge Hovey brought to a premature 
end an ambitious plan to record in new, recon-
structed versions all the songs of Robert Burns, 
all of them to be sung by Jean Redpath. With 
only seven volumes complete out of a projected 
22, Redpath withdrew, believing that to con-
tinue without Hovey’s strange and charismatic 
guidance, it was impossible to continue. The 
torso of material that remains is, even so, one 
of the high achievements of Scottish music in 
the 20th century.

Jean Redpath was born in Edinburgh in 1937 
– she was amused to learn that she shared a 
birthday with Saddam Hussein – and raised in 
Leven, Fife. Her father played the hammered 
dulcimer but Jean’s knowledge of Scottish song 
came from her mother, who sang to her con-
stantly, promoting a near-eidetic ability to hear 
vocal performances then replicate them.

Redpath went to the University of Edinburgh 
to read medieval literature but found herself 
drawn more to the work and presence of Ham-
ish Henderson and the School of Scottish Stud-
ies, which was building a large and important 
tape and documentary archive of traditional 
singing and storytelling. To support herself she 
drove a taxi and worked for a funeral director, 
once joking to a Scottish journalist that her cli-
ent base occasionally overlapped. 

The one thing that everyone knows about 
Redpath – and there remains much in her pri-

vate life that is not known – is that she once 
shared an apartment with the young Bob Dylan. 
She went to the US in 1961 and apparently met 
Dylan within moments of arriving. She was 
offered a lift and found herself in Greenwich 
Village and in the highly musical refuge of Miki 
Isaacson’s flat above Café Society Downtown, 
which a rotating cast of aspiring singers used 
as crash-pad, rehearsal space and encounter 
group. Redpath remained there for nearly three 
years while singing in coffee houses, contribut-
ing housework duties to pay her keep.

Drawing on the songs learned at home and 
at the School of Scottish Studies, she recorded 
“Skipping Barefoot Through The Heather”, 
“Ballad Book”, “Laddie Lie Near Me” and “Lilt 
and Laughter”, preserving a voice lighter, more 
buoyantly pitched and more conventional than 
the faintly masculine and speech-driven quality 
of the great Burns recordings.

She signed to Elektra Records and remained 
with the label for some time. There was a long-
ish hiatus, however, during which time she 
continued researching Scottish song and its 
North American connections. She learned of 
the work of Hovey, a brilliant musician stricken 
with amytrophic lateral sclerosis (also known 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease) and latterly only able 
to communicate via tiny eye movements.

Hovey had followed an instinct that the ver-
sions of Burns songs conventionally sung at 
more or less gruesome Burns suppers across 

the world were often sentimental Victorian 
excrescences and that by a process of regressive 
reconstruction it was possible to recreate the 
probable original melody and likely arrange-
ment. It was on this basis that Redpath began, 
in 1976, to record Burns songs almost to the 
exclusion of other material.

Not entirely, though; she found time to 
record Haydn’s Scottish songs and a record 
called Lady Nairne, inspired by her belief that 
a great many known and forgotten songs had 
been composed by women. Twenty years later, 
she recorded “The Moon’s Silver Cradle”, the 
voice ever more elemental and direct. The 
Burns recordings on Greentrax are classics: 
musicologically challenging, dramatic, con-
troversial. She later continued her Burns asso-
ciation by founding the Burns International 
Festival and becoming its figurehead.

A natural teacher, Redpath began to tutor as 
artist-in-residence at Wesleyan University in 
Connecticut in 1972, later doubling as a special 
lecturer at the University of Stirling, where 
she taught the Heritage of Scottish Song sum-
mer school. Her natural enthusiasm and natu-
ralness of manner also made her an effective 
broadcaster and for a number of years she was 
a regular guest on Garrison Keillor’s A Prairie 
Home Companion, leavening jokes about lute-
fisk with Border ballads and Gaelic airs.

Despite nostalgia for Scotland she remained 
in the US, living long and prominently enough 
in Kentucky to be named an honorary colonel 
and making an appearance on David Letter-
man’s show in 2009, perhaps the highlight of 
her late career, when she sang a song by John 
Stewart, sometime of the huge-selling Kingston 
Trio but perhaps better known as the writer of 
the Monkees hit “Daydream Believer”.

She was appointed MBE in 1987, 10 years 
after singing for the Queen at a Golden Jubilee 
celebration, showing that she was by no means 
forgotten at home. A portrait by Alexander Fra-
ser for her 60th birthday was a gift from the peo-
ple of Fife. It shows Redpath in performance 
clothes, holding a loose bouquet of flowers and 
with a glimpse of a moonlit East Neuk behind. 
She seems lost in thought.

Something of a daydreamer herself, she 
believed that song often emerged out of reverie. 
Her last days were quiet. After a cancer diag-
nosis she moved to a hospice in Arizona. She 
apparently never married and her private life 
remained that. She is believed to be survived 
by her brother Sandy. µ BRIan MORtOn 

Jean Redpath, singer and teacher: born Edin-
burgh 28 April 1937; MBE 1987; died Arizona 
21 August 2014.

Rt Rev Donald Allister, 
Bishop of Peterborough, 62; 
Barbara Bach, actress, 
67; Gerhard Berger, 
former Formula One driver, 
55; Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, President, Inkatha 
Freedom Party, 86; Sir John 
Chisholm, former Chairman, 
Medical Research Council, 
68; Peter Ebdon, former 
world snooker champion, 
44; Sian Edwards, 
conductor, 55; The Earl 
of Eglinton and Winton, 
former Chairman, Charities 
Investment Managers, 75; 
Tom Ford, fashion designer 
and film director, 53; Lady 
Antonia Fraser, writer, 82; 
Ven Christine Hardman, 
archdeacon emeritus of 
Lewisham and greenwich, 63; 
Sir Michael Holroyd, writer, 
79; Professor Jill Kraye, 
Professor of the History of 
Renaissance Philosophy, 
Warburg Institute, London 
university, 67; Bernhard 
Langer, golfer, 57; Denise 
Lewis, Olympic heptathlon 
champion, 42; John Lloyd, 
commentator and former 
tennis player, 60; Lord 
Molyneaux of Killead, 
former MP, 94; Dame Ann 
Murray, mezzo-soprano, 65; 
Sir Hugh Orde, President, 
association of Chief Police 
Officers of england, Wales 
and northern Ireland, 56; 
Rt Rev Kevin Pearson, 
Bishop of argyll and the Isles, 
60; Sir John Royce, High 
Court judge, 70; Reece 
Shearsmith, actor and 
writer, 45; Joan Smith, 
writer and human rights 
activist, 61; Dr Deborah 
Swallow, Märit Rausing 
director, Courtauld Institute 
of art, 66; Professor Rajesh 
Thakker, May Professor of 
Medicine, Oxford university, 
60; Mark Webber, Formula 
One driver, 38; Edmund 
Weiner, lexicographer, 
64; Jeanette Winterson, 
author, 55.

BIRTHDAYS

Jean Redpath

Folk singer and teacher who shared a flat with Bob Dylan 
and became the greatest interpreter of Robert Burns’ songs 

Birthdays

Redpath: 
she sang for 
the Queen at 
the Golden 
Jubilee 
celebrations, 
and also 
appeared on 
‘Letterman’ 
BBc

Denise Lewis, former 
heptathlete, 42 gETTY

Musician. Born: 1937

She moved 
to the US 
in 1961 and 
met Dylan 
within 
moments 
of arriving
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Cloudy
Largely dry, although there will be
plenty of cloud around.

Largely dry
Dry with some sunny spells for a time,
but it will cloud over.

Mostly cloudy
Dry for much of the day, although it
will be mostly cloudy.

Rain
A dry start, but it will be breezy with
rain slowly edging in.

Showery rain
Cloudy and breezy with outbreaks of
rain moving through.

Patchy rain
Mainly dry at first, but cloud will thicken
with rain at times.

Cloudy skies
Mainly dry, with a fair amount of cloud
expected through the day.

A dry and fine day, with good spells of
sunshine forecast.

Sunny spells

Bright
Dry with sunny periods and variable
amounts of cloud.

It will be a dry day, with sunny spells
and broken cloud.

Dry and bright

Fine and dry
Dry with decent spells of sunshine and
a few patches of cloud.

Cloudy and breezy across the south-west corner of Britain,
with rain also. Clouding over inNorthern Ireland and
central parts of Englandwith a few spots of rain later. Dry
elsewhere with the best of the sunshine in Scotland.
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Around theworld

Alicante s 35 95
Amsterdam r 15 59
Athens s 32 90
Bangkok sh 31 88
Barbados sh 28 82
Barcelona s 28 82
Berlin f 18 64
Bucharest s 26 79
Buenos Aires s 8 46
Cairo s 34 93
Cape Town c 16 61
Copenhagen f 17 63
Corfu f 30 86
Dubai s 38 100
Hong Kong s 31 88
Istanbul f 28 82
Johannesburg s 20 68
Los Angeles f 22 72

Majorca s 30 86
Melbourne s 14 57
Miami r 32 90
Moscow f 16 61
New York s 28 82
Nice s 25 77
Paris r 18 64
Reykjavik s 13 55
Rome c 27 81
Seychelles f 29 84
Singapore sh 27 81
Sydney sh 15 59
Tenerife s 29 84
Tokyo sh 26 79
Vancouver f 22 72
Venice c 21 70
Warsaw sh 14 57
Wellington c 9 48

City °C °F City °C °F

High tides
Avonmouth 9.09 12.7 9.20 12.9
Cork 6.15 4.1 6.30 4.2
Dover 12.41 6.5 12.59 6.7
Greenock 2.00 3.5 2.40 3.2
Harwich 1.30 4.0 1.44 4.1
Holyhead – – 12.15 5.4

Hull (Albert Dk) 8.07 7.4 8.30 7.2
Liverpool 12.53 9.2 1.14 9.0
London 3.40 6.9 3.59 6.9
Milford Haven 8.05 6.7 8.18 6.9
Portsmouth 12.51 4.6 1.16 4.6
Pwllheli 9.56 4.9 10.08 5.0
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It is now reaping the 
rewards of its rivals’ 
misstep and extending 
its lead over them

James Moore on the 
success of WPP P.51
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Golden goodbye
£45,000 in careers advice: the latest trend 
in saying farewell to millionaire bosses
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Sanctions bite
Russian officials admit the country’s 
economy is nearing recession
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‘Hypocrisy’ of Buffett
Ethical capitalist under pressure over 
helping Burger King move to Canada

50

Chris Blackhurst
The golf industry is suffering as the sport 
lacks the young’s need for speed
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Ex-Porsche boss faces trial over 
failed VW takeover scandal
jIm armITagE
deputy business editor

tourists, 
residents 
and vendors 
haggle at 
Hong Kong’s 
booming 
temple street 
night market 
yesterday as 
shares on the 
city’s stock 
exchange 
edged 
back from 
Monday’s 
2008 highs.  
aFP/gETTy

Bargain 
hunting in 
Hong Kong

The former chief executive of 
Porsche is facing a criminal 
trial over his actions during 
the failed takeover attempt of 
Volkswagen, hailed in some 
quarters as one of the biggest 
alleged trading scandals out-
side of the banking industry.

Under then-boss Wendelin 
Wiedeking, Porsche secretly 
built up a huge stake in VW, 
using intermediaries to build 
up a controlling position over 
nearly 75 per cent of the com-
pany before informing the 
market of Porsche’s intention 
to buy the company. When 
that shock announcement 
finally came, in October 2008, 
it triggered a staggering rise in 
the VW share price.

London and Wall Street 

hedge funds, who had been 
betting against VW’s shares, 
were left nursing an estimated 
$24bn (£14.5bn) of losses as 
their price rocketed.The 
“hedgies” losses were made 
worse by the fact that short-
sellers like them had to buy 
VW stock at the new, sky-high 
price in order to make good 
their bad bets. 

Such huge demand for the 
shares sent their value up 
even higher to a point where, 
briefly, VW became the 
world’s most-valuable com-
pany. Porsche’s own paper 
profit on the increase in the 
shares’ value at one point 
touched more than $100bn 
– dwarfing its revenues from 
car sales.

Now, Mr Wiedeking and ex-
chief financial officer Holger 
Haerter are to be tried for 
allegedly hiding their takeover 

joint emailed statement that 
Porsche’s press releases about 
the takeover were accurate at 
all times.

The decision by the Stutt-
gart Higher Regional Court 
overrules a previous decision 
and says prosecutors indicate 
it “seems quite likely” the 
company concealed its plan. 
The judges said it was likely 

Porsche’s board “de facto” 
approved of the project on  
3 March, 2008.

The court listed “numerous 
indications that could suggest 
there was a hidden decision to 
increase the stake”, a spokes-
man said.

One such was an instance 
i n  M a rc h  2 0 07  w h e re  
Mr Wiedeking went on the 
record at the Geneva auto 
show to say there was no plan 
to raise Porsche’s stake above 
30 per cent, even though the 
family shareholders approved 
such an increase the follow-
ing day. 

Other pieces of evidence 
include a memo of a meeting 
with state officials in Febru-
ary 2008 regarding Porsche’s 
intentions for its stake in 
VW and testimony from  
Mr Wiedeking’s former chief 
counsel who testified that 

she was convinced Porsche’s 
leaders sought a takeover.

Among the losers from the 
VW trade were Adolf Mer-
ckle, one of the world’s richest 
men, who committed suicide 
in 2009 after his family empire 
lost heavily betting against 
VW shares. The spectacular 
losses jeopardised his life’s 
work building up a business 
conglomerate with 100,000 
employees.

For hedge funds, it was seen 
as the biggest single loss-mak-
ing event ever, with famous 
names like London’s Crispin 
Odey said to have taken a hit 
when Porsche finally showed 
its hand. 

Until that moment, “short-
ing” VW shares had been 
dubbed “the safest play in the 
market” given falling demand 
for mid-priced cars during the  
recession.

FTSE100   6822.76
+0.70%     [+47.51]

FTSE250   15998
+0.74%    [+116.92]

dow jonES   17128.71
+0.31%      [+52.32]

nikkEi   15521.22 
-0.59%     [-92.03]

FTSE Eurofirst 300   1376.83 
+0.75%      [+10.22]

FTSE ALL-SHARE  3644.5 
+0.69%    [+25.12]

doLLAR/Pound   $1.6546
     [-0.17c]

EuRo/Pound   €1.2561
     [+0.04c]

doLLAR/EuRo   $1.3173
     [-0.18c]

GoLd   $1286
     [+$8.75]

oiL   $102.64
   [-$0.01]

Wendelin 
Wiedeking’s VW 
trades made 
Porsche a paper 
profit at one stage 
of $100bn 

plan from the market, creating 
a false share price before they 
made plain their intentions. 

Lawyers for the men, and 
Porsche, said the charges were 
unfounded and without merit. 
The men’s lawyers said in a 
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Oman
Nine days from £2095pp

OFFERS

Prices are per person based on two sharing and are subject to availability. Offer operated by Travel Editions Group Ltd, Abta V3120, Atol 3525, 
a company independent of Independent Print Ltd. 

Call: 020 7251 7397 quoting WWW27AUGIND
or visit independent.co.uk/traveloffers

Oman offers a wonderfully authentic experience, with local 
people proud of the age-old culture and traditions, with legendary 
hospitality. 
Enjoy superb hotels, bustling souks, 
elaborate mosques, pristine beaches 
and the stark beauty of the desert. 
Prepare to discover a whole new side of 
the Gulf. 

Departing 9 November 2014 and 
1 February 2015 the price includes:

Return flights with Oman Air from 
London to Muscat

One night bed-and-breakfast at the 
Intercontinental Hotel, Muscat

Three nights bed-and-breakfast at 
the Golden Tulip Hotel, Nizwa

One night half-board at the 1000 
Nights Desert Camp, Wahla Sands

Two nights bed-and-breakfast at the 
Al Bandar Hotel, Muscat

One picnic/local restaurant lunch

Full touring itinerary, transfers and 
English speaking driver/guide

Wednesday 27 august 2014 THE INDEPENDENTl

Business 

NEws IN 
BrIEf

Antofagasta core profit 
falls 11.5% as costs bite
Escalating production 
costs and weaker copper 
prices took their toll on 
London-listed copper miner 
Antofagasta in the first half 
of this year, with its core 
profit sliding 11.5 per cent 
to $1.13bn (£680m). The 
Chilean-based miner is 
struggling in the difficult 
copper market amid waning 
Chinese demand growth.

mININg

Standard Chartered to 
sell part of UAE business
Standard Chartered is aiming 
to sell part of its business in 
the United Arab Emirates 
after it agreed to close some 
accounts there in an anti-
money laundering settlement 
with US authorities, reports 
claimed yesterday. Under the 
settlement, the bank agreed 
to pay a $300m fine and end 
high-risk relationships with 
smaller firms in the UAE.

BaNkINg

Golden goodbye: 
£45,000 in careers 
advice for City boss 

benefiting from the trend. 
It can charge thousands of 
pounds to create a report for an 
individual, collect references 
and advise on their next step. 
There has also been a boom in 
individuals seeking advice and 
training to become non-execu-
tive directors.

The “non-exec” market has 
opened up as companies begin 
to consider people from a vari-
ety of backgrounds and experi-
ence and there is now a rise in 
people going “plural” – taking 
on more than one job. 

Also included Mr Tobin’s 
package is £70,000 “to com-
pensate him for statutory 
claims arising from the ter-
mination of his employment”, 
£10,000 towards legal fees 
over the “termination of his 
employment” plus payment 
in lieu of untaken holiday.

He will leave on 31 October 
and a search for a replacement 
is under way. Chairman John 
Hughes will take charge until a 
new chief executive is found.

“The board and I agree that, 
with the business in excellent 
health, now is the time for me 
to move on to explore other 
important opportunities and 
to make way for a new chief 
executive to take the company 
to the next  stage of its devel-
opment,” said Mr Tobin.

During his time in charge, 
Tobin oversaw Telecity’s 
merger with Redbus in 2006 
and its £436m stock-market 
flotation a year later.

Getting a chief executive to 
leave with as little fuss as pos-
sible has long been a dilemma 
for corporate boardrooms. 

On top of the traditional 
lavish payoff, some have tried 
offering free use of the corpo-
rate jet, others continued use 
of the secretarial staff.

But the data-centre opera-
tor Telecity yesterday came up 
with a new one for someone so 
high up the corporate tree: on 
top of a £750,000 “termination 
payment”, it is paying its long-
term chief executive £45,000-
worth of careers advice.

The announcement of  
Michael Tobin’s departure, 
after 10 years in the job, was 
surprising enough, given that 
he was instrumental in creat-
ing the company in its current 
shape. Telecity’s shares fell by 
nearly 7 per cent. 

But for some investors, 
funding an already very 
wealthy executive’s search 
for the next lucrative posting 
raised eyebrows almost as 
much. Mr Tobin’s 0.3 per cent 
stake in the business alone is 
worth more than £5m.

However, headhunters said 
that while such payments are 
never usually disclosed when 
a top boss leaves, they are 
becoming increasingly com-
mon among large firms.

Some organisations will pay 

for the advice for their depart-
ing employees while others 
will hand out cash to cover 
the cost. 

Recruitment sources named 
firms including Stork & May, 
whose website says it works 
with “senior individuals” who 
are “making strategic career 
decisions”, as being outfits 

jamIE DuNklEy and 
laura cHEsTErs

Pictures of 
empty cabins 
on Malaysia 
airlines, 
taken by 
passengers, 
have gone 
viral on 
social media. 
Howard 
university’s 
Oliver Mcgee 
estimates it 
is burning 
nearly $2.16m 
(£1.3m) 
each day 
afP/gETTy

Disaster 
airline 
shunned

Specialist 
firms now 
exist to 
guide top 
executives 
on their 
next move 

s w e e t e n i n g  t h e  p i l l
p e r k s  fo r  t h e  e x- b os s

Tate & lyle: Director 
stephen Brown was allowed 
to continue living in a plush 
house in london’s kensington 
for six months after leaving.

Xstrata: chief mick Davis 
was paid millions of pounds 
when he left as part of the 
glencore takeover, including 
a year’s rent-free office 
space in its mayfair HQ and 
30 hours use of the Xstrata 
private jet.

generali Insurance: chairman 
cesare geronzi got €4m 
(£3.1m) compensation for the 
“loss of fringe benefits”.

shell: Executive linda cook 
had her pension pot doubled 
to £16m on her departure.

Virgin mobile: chief steve 
Burch was said to have been 
granted £3m in awards in-
cluding “relocation benefits” 
to move back to the us.
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NEws IN 
brIEf

Firms save on costs with 
‘flexible office working’  
Rising global rents are 
pushing more companies 
into flexible office  
working to save on costs, 
serviced-offices group 
Regus said yesterday. The 
firm, which has 2,000 
centres in 105 countries, 
plans to open another 
450 this year, raising its 
previous target of 300. 
Regus also reported flat, 
first-half, pre-tax profits 
of £31m. 

ProPErTy 

Carmakers hit with Indian 
anti-competition fines 
India’s monopolies 
regulator has fined  
14 carmakers, including 
Honda and General 
Motors, a combined 25.4bn 
rupees (£253m) for stifling 
competition in the market 
for spare parts as part of a 
widening emerging-markets 
crackdown. The Indian 
fines represent 2 per cent 
of the carmakers’ three-
year revenues in India, 
according to officials. 

auTomoTIvE

Pictet & Cie publishes 
results for first time 
Swiss private bank Pictet & 
Cie broke with more than 
200 years of tradition by 
publishing results for the 
first time in its history, as 
it faces down a US criminal 
investigation into tax 
evasion via hidden offshore 
accounts. Pictet posted a 
net profit of Swfr202.9m 
(£133m). The bank  also 
disclosed that it held 
Swfr319bn in net assets 
under management. 

baNkINg

State-owned RBS hit 
with yet another fine
Royal Bank of Scotland has 
been slapped with another 
fine, thought to be around 
£15m – this time by the 
Financial Conduct 
Authority over mortgage 
advice. The state-owned 
bank has been plagued with 
a series of penalties relating 
to former misconduct which 
has held back its recovery 
under chief executive  
Ross McEwan. 

baNkINg

Russia ‘close to recession’ due to 
sanctions as West fears trade damage  
jIm armITagE 
deputy business editor 

Russian officials last night 
admitted the country’s econ-
omy was nearing recession due 
to punishing Western sanc-
tions, while in London, the 
world’s biggest advertising 
group, WPP, cited such trading 
curbs as one of the biggest risks 
to global economic recovery.

WPP head Sir Martin Sor-
rell declared that, of all the 
risks in the world troubling his 
clients, the Russian situation 
was “the one that worries peo-
ple most”. He said it was more 
concerning than other poten-
tially catastrophic events such 
as the eurozone debt crisis or 
more local, so-called “grey 
swans”, like the Scottish inde-
pendence debate and a poten-
tial in-out EU vote.

He was speaking as one of 

the world’s biggest advertis-
ers, McDonald’s, saw a fifth 
restaurant in Russia shut due 
to supposed hygiene con-
cerns that have sprung from 
a crackdown by officials 
there widely thought to be a 
tit-for-tat action against the 
US sanctions.

Earlier this week, German 
industrialists predicted that 
the country’s hefty exports to 
Russia would fall by between 
20 per cent and 25 per cent 
because of mutual economic 
sanctions by the EU and Rus-
sia. The Committee on East-
ern European Economic Rela-
tions warned of 50,000 

German job losses by the 
end of the year, should the 
sanctions remain in place.
Germany, like other countries 
in Europe, is reliant on a 
strong Russia, as are many 
global oil and gas companies 
like Exxon in the US. Con-

You’ve  
seen a 
number  
of chief 
executives 
call for 
negotiations

cerns by such corporations 
have led increasing numbers 
to call for a change in policy.

Sir Martin said: “The geo-
political pattern has got worse 
in the last few months but it is 
still too early to judge what the 
impact will be. You’ve seen a 
number of chief executives 
call for negotiations – Paul 
Polman at Unilever, Sir Rich-
ard Branson and others – so it 
is obviously causing a degree 
of anxiety.”

The former boss of Shell, 
Jeroen van der Veer, said at the 
weekend: “The sanctions do 
not work.”

Meanwhile, in Russia, the 
pain is clear to see. 

“The economy is close to 
recession,” said Oleg Zasov, 
the head of forecasting at the 
economy ministry. 

The ministry held its growth 
forecast of just 0.5 per cent 
this year, compared with  

1.3 per cent in 2013. A month 
ago it had defiantly predicted 
growth of 1 per cent when the 
West imposed its first sanc-
tions over Moscow’s support 
for pro-Russian rebels fight-
ing in eastern Ukraine. 

Mr Zasov said the season-
ally-adjusted, second-quarter 
GDP growth was “close  
to zero”.

Yesterday, Rosneft and 
Lukoil, Russia’s biggest oil 
producers, turned to a local 
Russian bank to replace loans 
that would formerly have come 
from international banks. 

Western lenders now fear 
dealing with Russian compa-
nies for fear of falling foul of 
sanctions and a plan by oil-
trading giant Vitol to raise 
$2bn (£1.2bn) to buy Ros-
neft’s oil is reportedly on hold 
due to fears of US penalties. 

The US sanctioned Rosneft 
on 16 July.

jamEs moorE
associate business editor

Bankers complain about 
being held responsible

Top bankers have complained 
that the City watchdog is 
over-using its powers to force 
managers to take responsibil-
ity for improvements it wants 
financial firms to make. 

The Financial Conduct 
Authority’s (FCA) practi-
tioner panel – made up of sen-

ior figures from the the finan-
cial-services industry – says it 
is “concerned” at the increas-
ing use of the power known as  
an “attestation”. 

It requires a named indi-
vidual to take responsibility 
for implementing changes or 
overseeing the requirements 
of regulators.

They can be used to force 
bankers to take responsibility 
for everything from improving 

sales practices to ensuring pay 
policies meet the rules. Their 
use has grown amid a regula-
tory crackdown in the wake of 
a growing list of scandals that 
have shaken the industry. 

But in a letter to the FCA, 
Graham Beale, the Nation-
wide Building Society chief 
executive who chairs the prac-
titioner panel, said he and his 
colleagues had “misgivings 
about the reliance on senior 
managers attesting that they 
will take action, as well as the 
governing and monitoring 
arrangements around this”. 

He said attestations were “in 
danger of skewing prioritisa-

tion of risk at firms” and called 
for a “clear statement” on ways 
in which they will be used. 

Bankers have increasingly 
claimed the get-tough stance 
adopted by watchdogs both in 
the UK and abroad make bank-
ers fearful of taking risks.

However, Clive Adamson, 
of the FCA, described the 
attestations as “an important 
supervisory tool” in his reply. 

“The aim of an attesta-
tion is to ensure that there 
is clear accountability and 
senior management focus on 
those specific issues where 
we would like to see change 
within firms,” he wrote.

talksport 
owner utV 
Media’s pre-
tax profits 
jumped by 62 
per cent to 
£10m in the 
first half of 
the year. 

advertising 
spending rose 
33 per cent 
on talksport 
after a surge 
during the 
World cup, 
doubling radio 
profits at utV 
to £8.6m.
gETTy

UTV scores 
with World 
Cup ads 
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Expert Japan Government Relations Consultant
9-6 Monday to Friday. Provision of expert advice on Japanese 
government relations to multinational clients for specialist Japan 
government relations consultancy. Advice and research on Japanese 
legislation and policy-making, Japanese to English translation, business 
development.  Native or near-native-level profi ciency in spoken and 
written Japanese essential, as is familiarity with Japanese government, 
consulting and ability to translate complex Japanese regulations to 
business English. Familiarity with FileMaker desirable

CV and covering letter to info@kamakuraconsulting.co.uk 
by 1 October 2014.

Legal Notices
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Market Report

Is Asos in play? On a quiet 
day for the markets, the 
online fashion retailer 
jumped almost 7 per cent 
in brisk trade as rumours 
percolated that a bid could 
be in the works.

Asos has fallen by  
61 per cent so far this year, 
amid a profit warning, 
a warehouse fire and a 
slowdown in overseas 
expansion. But yesterday 
shares ticked up 166p to 
2348p, thanks to a rumour 
that at least one major 
American firm is running 
the numbers on a deal. 
eBay is the name in the 
frame – the online giant has 
worked hard in recent years 
to cast itself as a legitimate 
retailer rather than simply 
an auction portal.

The FTSE 100 broke 
through the 6,800 mark for 
the first time since late July 
yesterday, buoyed by signals 
from central bankers Mario 
Draghi and Janet Yellen 
that market stimulus will 
continue. The blue-chip 
index climbed 47.51 points 
to 6,822.76 in thin trade.

The list of companies 
blaming the strong pound 
for hurting business grew, 
with office provider Regus 
the worst hit. The company 
slipped 17.5p to 179p after 
admitting pre-tax profit was 
flat at £31m in the first half. 
Ad giant WPP, up 17p at 
1244p, also took a hit from 
converting cash back into 
sterling, as did Bunzl. But 
the supplier of catering 
equipment, cleaning 
products and packaging 
rose 9p to 1,639p thanks to 
a 5 per cent rise in pre-tax 
profit to £176.6m. 

Punters are expecting 
good news from 
Petropavlovsk’s first-half 
numbers on Thursday, with 
the Russian gold miner 
yesterday jumping 1.75p  
to 36.25p.

Audio social network 
Audioboom revealed 
mounting losses in the  
five months to May of 
£2.1m, up from £519,000 
a year earlier. But the 
company, which came 
to Aim in May through 
a reverse merger, added 
0.62p to 9p as it announced 
a new partnership with 
Indian media group Essel 
and revealed registered 
users doubled in the year to 
August to 2.8 million.

Good news from Tunisia 
helped Circle Oil surge 
5.12p to 22.87p on Aim. 
The fossil-fuel explorer 
confirmed it has found 
petroleum at its EMD-1 
well, which began drilling 
in June, and said there are 
around 100 million barrels of 
oil recoverable from the site.

THE
markETs
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3i Group 388.60 +0.70 436.80 340.93 5.15 7.09
aberdeen asset 432.00 +0.20 500.00 342.60 3.88 15.91
admiral 1325.00 +3.00 1583.00 1172.00 7.55 12.67
aggreko 1730.00 -4.00 1804.00 1429.00 1.54 17.87
anglo amer 1577.00 +20.50 1678.50 1221.00 3.25 34.86
antofagasta 798.50 -9.50 959.50 733.00 7.39 19.79
arm Holdings 954.00 +2.00 1112.00 811.00 0.64 
aB Foods 2871.00 +59.00 3156.00 1795.73 1.13 38.38
ashtead Group 973.00 +23.00 991.50 576.00 1.18 21.11
astraZeneca 4467.50 +49.50 5750.00 3085.21 3.80 14.66
aviva 521.50 +1.50 571.50 380.40 2.92 7.99
Babcock Intl 1134.00 +8.00 1301.39 978.69 2.05 26.36
BaE systems 441.00 +1.90 471.00 374.10 4.60 84.81
Barclays 225.25 +2.45 298.13 201.75 2.89 59.28
Barratt Dev 372.30 +2.90 455.40 296.65 1.53 48.35
BG 1200.50 +12.50 1355.50 1006.00 1.50 27.76
BHP Billiton 1943.50 -0.50 2102.53 1715.00 3.76 15.76
BP 485.75 +0.65 526.80 426.55 4.84 6.50
BaT 3530.50 +32.00 3625.00 2871.00 4.10 17.19
British Land 731.00 +11.00 737.00 543.50 3.79 6.60
BskyB 866.50 +4.50 954.00 782.50 3.69 14.44
BT 382.30 +2.40 421.20 321.80 2.85 14.88
Bunzl 1639.00 +9.00 1710.29 1287.00 2.04 25.81
Burberry 1430.00 +1.00 1687.00 1348.00 2.24 19.43
Capita 1227.00 +16.00 1248.00 925.04 2.23 45.36
Carnival 2300.00 +9.00 2615.00 2022.00 2.62 22.83
Centrica 318.50 +1.90 403.23 302.33 5.39 17.31
Coca-Cola HBC 1396.00 +20.00 1979.00 1277.00 2.02 28.73
Compass 985.50 +8.50 1115.62 874.44 2.67 39.47
CrH 1420.00 +41.00 1811.00 1314.00 3.51 43.91
Diageo 1761.00 +6.00 2085.50 1691.00 2.94 19.63
Easyjet 1354.00 +35.00 1853.00 1169.00 2.47 13.37
Experian 1049.00 +14.00 1275.00 962.00 2.11 22.85
Friends Life 309.70 +2.10 383.60 266.60 6.83 21.52
Fresnillo 912.50 -9.00 1350.25 658.00 0.78 45.98
G4s 271.20 +5.80 274.40 225.40 3.30 10.89
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Gsk 1447.50 +18.00 2076.00 1200.67 5.53 12.87
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Imperial Tob 2598.00 +24.00 2783.00 2106.00 4.62 27.01
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Intertek 2841.00 +1.00 3418.00 2502.00 1.65 22.84
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meggitt 470.00 +3.30 573.50 445.00 2.78 15.99
mondi 1028.00 +21.00 1140.00 895.00 3.07 16.17
morrison Wm 181.80 +4.10 312.30 164.60 7.15 17.77
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Petrofac 1123.00 -3.00 1525.00 1057.00 3.59 9.75
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randgold res 4905.00 +3.00 5440.00 3600.00 0.61 26.92
reckitt Ben 5210.00 -55.00 5350.00 3235.75 2.63 21.52
reed Elsevier 987.00 +5.00 989.00 785.50 2.53 20.23
rexam 499.30 +10.20 550.00 485.20 3.80 36.99
rio Tinto 3357.50 -35.00 3680.56 2908.50 3.66 28.05
rolls-royce 1026.00 +4.00 1294.00 952.00 2.18 14.00
royal mail 449.70 -0.10 618.00 330.00 2.96 17.10
rBs 365.70 +7.40 387.50 291.60  4.55
shell a 2423.50 +23.00 2864.00 1975.00 4.68 15.45
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severn Trent 1948.00 +15.00 2011.00 1626.00 4.36 10.70
shire 4916.00 +43.00 5050.00 2360.00 0.25 67.63
smith&Neph 1050.00 -8.00 1136.00 737.50 1.61 28.21
smiths 1322.00 +13.00 1535.00 1211.00 3.01 14.58
sports Direct 730.50 +13.00 924.50 634.50  23.72
stan Chart 1222.00 +6.00 1581.00 1173.00 4.25 12.32
standard Life 378.60 +2.50 406.30 330.73 4.27 19.22
st James Place 740.00 -5.00 908.50 583.88 2.50 19.79
Tesco 252.10 +4.10 382.00 241.30 5.85 20.89
Travis Perkins 1750.00 +10.00 2000.72 1538.00 1.90 15.92
TUI Travel 372.50 -0.60 450.90 329.20 3.70 68.98
Tullow Oil 712.50 +7.50 1089.00 699.00 1.68 63.50
Unilever 2659.00 +35.00 2742.35 2291.65 3.42 19.52
United Utilities 908.00 +12.00 911.50 641.00 3.97 8.38
Vodafone 205.85 — 267.00 187.25 5.34 4.89
Weir 2658.00 +51.00 2848.00 2036.00 1.81 16.91
Whitbread 4380.00 +7.00 4990.00 2911.00 1.57 23.94
Wolseley 3257.00 +40.00 3537.00 2966.00 2.20 29.65
WPP 1244.00 +17.00 1391.00 1162.00 2.84 17.18
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Perform Group 211.00 +16.00 +8.21
Evraz 113.90 +5.40 +4.98
Cairn Energy 190.90 +8.40 +4.60
Infinis Energy 219.80 +7.30 +3.44
BTG 652.50 +21.50 +3.41
Hays 133.30 +4.40 +3.41
smith(Ds) 283.30 +8.60 +3.13
Bellway 1653.00 +45.00 +2.80
Thomas Cook 128.70 +3.50 +2.80
Csr 570.00 +15.00 +2.70

antofagasta 798.50 -9.50 -1.18
reckitt Ben 5210.00 -55.00 -1.04
rio Tinto 3357.50 -35.00 -1.03
Fresnillo 912.50 -9.00 -0.98
smith&Neph 1050.00 -8.00 -0.76
st James Place 740.00 -5.00 -0.67
Pearson 1121.00 -7.00 -0.62
sage 397.00 -1.40 -0.35
Persimmon 1344.00 -4.00 -0.30
Petrofac 1123.00 -3.00 -0.27

regus 179.00 -17.50 -8.91
Telecity 716.00 -45.50 -5.97
Centamin 61.40 -2.35 -3.69
Fidessa Grp 2267.00 -71.00 -3.04
Computacenter 604.00 -14.00 -2.27
Ferrexpo 135.00 -3.00 -2.17
Cable&Wire Cms 49.08 -0.92 -1.84
african Barr Gold 231.50 -4.10 -1.74
Petra Diamonds 179.50 -3.10 -1.70
Betfair 1071.00 -16.00 -1.47

OsCar 
WILLIams-GrUT

Billionaire investor Warren Buf-
fett is usually held in the highest 
regard, from the trading floors 
of Wall Street to the Oval Office 
of the White House.

But the octogenarian famed 
for his homespun philoso-
phy on ethical capitalism, his 
rants against casino banking 
and his relatively humble life-
style, could see his halo slip 
after it emerged yesterday 
that his investment firm has 
spent $3bn (£1.81bn) helping 
finance Burger King’s takeover 
of Canadian fast food chain Tim 
Hortons. The problem is, critics 
say, this is a deal largely being 
done to save US tax dollars by 
moving the chain’s domicile to 
low tax Canada. 

Mr Buffet’s Berkshire Hath-
away investment group has 
said it is merely one of those 
providing the dollars for the 

deal and is not involved in 
management decisions, but 
critics say it is still inherently 
backing a tax dodge.

Such moves, known as 
tax inversions, have become 
increasingly controversial in 
Congress since Pfizer’s tax-
motivated assault on Britain’s 
AstraZeneca erupted in the 
headlines earlier this year, 
with Democrats in particular 

railing against such unpatri-
otic deals.

Just three months ago  
Mr Buffett himself spoke out 
against such moves, telling an 
interviewer corporate taxes 
relative to GDP were falling 
fast in the US, and adding: “We 
[Berkshire Hathaway] do not 
feel we are unduly burdened 
by federal income taxes. It does 
get a little annoying to us when 
we see other people paying far 
lower tax rates while engaging 
in the same sort of businesses 
we are engaged in.”

So it is no surprise the fund-
ing of Burger King’s $11.4bn 
takeover of Tim Hortons, with 
Mr Buffett’s funding, has seen 
him suffer calls of hypocrisy.

President Barack Obama has 
previously said companies that 
leave US shores are “basically 
renouncing their citizenship 

As Warren Buffett is criticised for helping the fast food chain
move to Canada, it’s clear the issue of good corporate 
governance in the US is not going away, says S i m o n 	 n E v i l l l E	

‘Hypocrisy’	of	
the	Burger	King

Business 

It does get a little 
annoying when we see 
other people paying far 
lower tax rates while 
engaging in the same 
sort of businesses as us
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Behind the headlines, 
WPP, the world’s 
biggest advertising 
group, put together an 
excellent set of results 

for the first half of its financial year. 
While rivals Omnicom and Publicis 

trotted up to the altar only for it all to 
collapse earlier this year as rows took the 
place of vows, WPP opened its arms to 
disaffected family members, picking up 
both high-profile clients and the creative 
people needed to keep them on board. 

The company is now reaping the rewards 
of its rivals’ misstep and extending its lead 
over them. No wonder chief executive 
Sir Martin Sorrell felt confident enough 
to re-state the ambitious growth plans he 
originally announced as a response to the 
union while it was still in prospect. 

Russia’s stand-off with the Ukraine 
is making him a bit twitchy. And the 
perennially depressing situation in the 
Middle East is never good for clients’ 
confidence. But with the global economy 
picking up in spite of it all, they are 
increasingly inclined to open up their wallets. 

All this is reflected in WPP’s results, 
which were ahead of the City’s forecasts. 
Sir Martin predicted that the next year 
will be “demanding”, but a measure of his 
confidence in WPP’s business can be seen 
in the fact that the company hiked the first-
half dividend by 10 per cent while promising 
to hit its target of paying out 45 per cent 
of its earnings ahead of schedule. It’s been 
busily buying back shares, too. 

London’s investment community 
certainly got the message, marking the 
shares up on what was a generally slow day 
as far as the markets were concerned. 

Why, then, the fuss about sterling, which 
Sir Martin said had “ravaged” the results?

Because the pound is strong WPP’s 
buoyant earnings in other currencies look 
rather flat when they are translated back. 

The effect on the headline numbers was 
considerable this time around, but it’s hardly 
a new phenomenon, and the company will 
benefit when the position is reversed. 

Moreover it wasn’t the results that were 
“ravaged” (as was widely reported) just 
some of the unadjusted headline numbers. 

So Sir Martin’s bonus should be safe from 
any ravaging. That surely couldn’t have 
been what this was all about. Could it? 

Scotland could lose out 
whether it’s Yes or No
It was inevitable that Sir Martin would be 
asked to opine on Scottish independence 
alongside WPP’s results. 

Choosing his words carefully, he described 
it as another of those uncertainties that give 
businesses headaches and require plans to be 
put in place to respond. 

Some businesses, he warned, could 
reduce their presence north of the border as 
a result of a Yes vote, although he was quick 
to add that others might grow theirs.

The problem for Scotland’s economy is 

that the most likely result is the worst of all 
worlds, at least from the standpoint of its 
business community. 

A close No vote holds out the prospect of 
a second poll at some point down the line (as 
happened with Quebec which held two in 
15 years). To mitigate risks, businesses will 
likely make their plans with that in mind. 

That isn’t so much of an issue when it 
comes to WPP. A second referendum would 
provide a second payday for the media, 
advertising and PR industries. 

The more serious issue is what others do, 
such as the big, Scottish-based financial-
services firms, already jittery because of their 
reliance on business south of the border. 

The concern for the Scottish establishment 
must be that these companies press ahead 
with contingency plans formulated to cope 
with a Yes vote (such as quietly moving bits 
and pieces south) if there is a close No. 

In England there’s only the relationship 
with the EU to worry about (which could 
lead to yet more referenda), a potentially 
dangerous housing bubble in London, and 
the prospect of interest rate rises. The thing 
about uncertainty is that it is the name of 
the game wherever businesses go right now. 
As is complaining about it. 

Storm in a Canadian coffee 
cup over Tim Hortons deal 
Talking of Canada, it looks set to lose one of 
its icons. 

To visitors, Tim Hortons sells too-sweet 
coffee and doughnuts and is as ubiquitous 
as Costa Coffee is here. But to Canadians 
it’s one of the few genuinely iconic  
national brands. 

The company has played heavily on this 
in its marketing, sponsoring local ice-
hockey teams and screening schmaltzy 
commercials featuring fathers and sons 
bonding at their games while sipping its 
signature beverage. 

As such, its plans to sell up to the 
American as apple pie Burger King have 
created a real storm in a coffee cup. Even 
though it wasn’t so very long ago that 
Hortons was owned by another US burger 
chain, Wendy’s, and only moved its HQ 
back home five years ago. 

As for Burger King, it might seem a US 
icon now, but at one point it was technically 
British, while under the ownership of what 
is now the drinks giant Diageo. 

Ironically, despite all the fuss, Tim 
Hortons will continue to be incorporated in 
Canada because part of the deal’s rationale is 
the tax savings Burger King will make after 
the completion of the deal, that is being part 
funded by that icon of US capitalism Warren 
Buffet. It’s the same sort of tax inversion 
deal that Pfizer tried with AstraZeneca over 
here, and it won’t be the last of them. 

If Canadians are cross about their 
perceived loss, Uncle 
Sam is hopping mad 
at the very real loss of 
tax. And you can hardly 
blame him.

Upbeat Sorrell’s going for growth – 
so why’s he moaning about sterling? 

Outlook 
James Moore

and declaring that they’re based 
somewhere else, just to avoid 
paying their fair share [of tax]”.

He has even used Mr Buffett 
– who earned his nickname, 
“the Sage of Omaha” from his 
decades of smart investments 
– as an example of good cor-
porate governance and named 
a proposed bill after him. The 
Buffett Rule, which failed 
to get Congress’s approval, 
aimed to tax all millionaires at a 
minimum 30 per cent after Mr 
Buffett said it was unfair that 
Americans earning less money 
were paying a higher percent-
age in tax than some of the US’s 
richest men and women.

Although it did not pass,  
Mr Obama continues to refer to 
it and has upped his calls for a 
major tax reform to stop future 
inversions, which is estimated 
to cost the US treasury $17bn in 
revenue over the next decade.

Yesterday senators lined 
up to criticise Burger King’s 
decision, while the company’s 
Facebook page was flooded 
with angry customers vowing 
to boycott the stores.

Influential senator Carl 
Levin said: “Reports that 
Burger King may receive a tax 
break for renouncing its US 
citizenship is another example 
of why Congress can’t afford to 
wait any longer to put a stop to 
tax dodging through this kind 
of merger.

“If this merger goes through, 
there could well be a strong 
public reaction against Burger 
King that could more than off-
set any tax benefit it receives 
from a tax-avoidance move.”

And senator Sherrod Brown 
also called for a boycott. He 
said: “Burger King’s decision 
to abandon the US means con-
sumers should turn to Wendy’s 
Old Fashioned Hamburgers or 
White Castle sliders.

“Burger King has always said 

Warren Buffett is famed for 
his homespun philosophy on 
ethical capitalism afP/GETTy

‘Have it Your Way’; well my way 
is to support two Ohio compa-
nies that haven’t abandoned 
their country or customers.”

The White House would not 
comment directly on the deal, 
but a spokesman did say the 
President generally believes 
it is unfair for companies to 
pursue a tax inversion merely 
to pay less in taxes.

However, Burger King 
and Tim Hortons executives 
claimed the deal was not about 
tax rates – Canada’s corpora-
tion tax is 15 per cent versus  
35 per cent in the US – but was 
a natural move because Canada 
generated the most revenues 
for the combined group.

Burger King president Dan-
iel Schwartz said: “Our tax rate 
today is in the mid to high 20s 
[per cent] and we don’t expect 
our tax rate to change materi-
ally. This transaction isn’t 
about tax, it’s about growth.”

Sources close to the deal 
emphasised that the move 
was actually about appeasing 
Canadian officials who take a 
dim view of US takeovers of 
its biggest businesses, rather 
than tax.

Perhaps scenting a stain on 
his good name, Mr Buffett also 
came out fighting, claiming 
Tim Hortons’s strong Cana-
dian roots were the key reason 
behind the move.

“Tim Hortons earns more 
money than Burger King does,” 
he told the Financial Times. 

“I just don’t know how the 
Canadians would feel about 
Tim Hortons moving to Flor-
ida [Burger King’s current 
headquarters]. The main thing 
here is to make the Canadians 
happy.”

The new company will see 
current Burger King’s majority 
shareholder and private equity 
giant 3G Capital Management 
hold a 51 per cent stake.

Will US consumers buy 
these arguments, or vote 
with their feet over a Burger 
King move north of the bor-
der? The US retailer Wal-
greens clearly didn’t want to 
take that risk when it decided 
its merger with Boots should 
see the company stay in the 
US. A well-orchestrated 
lobbying campaign could 
be enough to cause  Burger 
King big problems. 

Steve Wamhoff, of  Citizens 
for Tax Justice, could be just 
such a lobbyist. He says Burger 
King and its backers’ claims 
their deal is not about tax “is one 
of the biggest whoppers we’ve 
heard about corporate inver-
sions”.  He adds: “The bottom 
line is this: it’s insulting that 
the company intends to con-
tinue profiting by selling a 
quintessentially American 
product to US consumers 
but then pretend to be Cana-
dian when the time comes to 
pay taxes.”

Pretty soon, Mr Buffett 
could prove to be a rather 
 awkward ally for Mr Obama.
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One young pretender to 
 Warren Buffett’s investor 
“sage” status, Bill ackman, is 
unlikely to be troubled by the 
rights and 
wrongs of 
tax inversion 
this week. 

The 
activist 
hedge-fund 
manager 
bought a 
stake in Burger King as part of 
its flotation in 2012, 10 years 
after it was sold to private-
 equity firms by Britain’s Dia-
geo for $1.5bn (£905.2m). 

Mr ackman did the deal 
through his Pershing Square 
Capital Management and, 
since news broke on Monday 
of the likely sale, Pershing’s 
stake shot up in value by 
$203m to $1.24bn. 

That means his investment 
has more than doubled 
since the float. Mr ackman 
has spent much of this year 
attacking a US diet shakes 
firm, Herbalife, which he 
has described as a “pyramid 
scheme”, taking aggressive 
bets against its share price. 
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Chris Blackhurst

One of the favourite 
entreaties of the 
powers-that-be here 
is to suggest I write 
about what they’re 

discussing “in the golf club bar”.
Well, sadly, one of the subjects 

increasingly coming up for dissection over 
a pint or two of the finest Fuller’s has to 
offer is golf itself. The game is in crisis – not 
that you would judge so by the expensively 
dressed, well-equipped types heading out on 
to courses, the cars in the club car parks, nor 
by the attention heaped on Rory McIlroy and 
the £155m paid to him by his sponsor, Nike. 

But overall, participation in a sport 
beloved of business and the City (Royal 
Bank of Canada, HSBC, Wells Fargo, 
Deutsche, and Barclays are just some of 
the banks that currently back professional 
tournaments) is waning. Numbers playing 
golf in England has fallen by 12 per cent 
since 2005, and membership of the 
country’s 1,900-plus clubs has dropped, 
from 882,604 in 2004 to 675,000 in 2014. 

In Scotland, which likes to trumpet itself 
as the “home of golf” and next month hosts 
the Ryder Cup, clubs have been closing due 
to lack of members. Lothianburn, Torphin 
Hill, Whitemoss, and a nine-hole course at 
Gretna are four to have shut their gates. 

The downturn is not confined to the  
UK. Golf in the US is having the same 
travails. There, says the National Golf 
Foundation, the sport has lost 5 million 
players over the past decade, including, 

And if they want their partner, children 
and friends to accompany them, they can 
forget it – unless their guests have also 
reached the correct standard. 

In addition, golf does nothing for 
fitness. Nobody ever got thin playing golf. 

The official body for the sport in 
England has embarked upon a strategic 
review, aimed at boosting the game’s 
popularity by 2017. The second draft of 
that plan, published by England Golf last 
November, majored on attracting juniors 
and women, and on introducing more 
competitions over 9, 12 holes and par 
3s for those short of time. Meanwhile, 
two campaigns are already underway 
to try and address the sport’s growing 
malaise. One, REAL Golf, is fronted by 
the former TV presenter Michael Barratt. 
REAL stands for Recreational, Enjoyable, 

Affordable and Less time-consuming golf.
Barratt believes the McIlroys are also to 

blame. Technology allows the young pros 
to hit the ball even further, which results 
in courses being made longer and tighter, 
and rounds for the ordinary player taking 
longer. 

“Many in the professional game support 
our view that the game must change 
– great players like Jack Nicklaus say golf 
has become too difficult, too expensive 
and takes too long,” said Mr Barratt. 

“Amateur golfers are being lost to the 
game because of a whole raft of issues such 
as escalating costs, complexity of rules and 
handicap systems, restrictive dress codes, 
decline of basic etiquette on the course, 
and much else besides.”

The other initiative is HackGolf, which 
is funded by TaylorMade-adidas, the 

equipment supplier, and claims to have the 
backing of players, other manufacturers and 
leading industry figures. 

It blames the hole for golf’s woes, 
arguing that a bigger target will make the 
game easier and quicker, and attract more 
players. It’s pushing for the replacement 
of the traditional, 4.25-inch hole with one 
measuring 15 inches. At courses where it’s 
been tried, they maintain an hour has been 
lopped off the average length of a round, 
and typically, golfers have cut their scores 
by 10 strokes. 

But that does not still address the 
calorie-burning, cardiovascular issue. 
FootGolf, the kicking of a football around a 
special course, with bigger holes, naturally, 
aims to do just that. 

To my conservative mind, however, 
pizza-sized holes and bashing footballs are 
anathema. They’re simply not golf as I know 
it. There are other ways of speeding up play. 
One is to issue groups with monitors that 
can be checked by the course manager and 
if they’re dawdling they can be told to get a 
move on. It leaves no room for excuses, for 
them blaming another group. 

Another is for players to be less polite to 
each other, to suspend their normal, middle-
class reserve and to say to the member of their 
party who is slowing them down by taking 
repeated practice swings, measuring and 
pacing out his shots, cleaning and marking his 
ball, lining up his putts, that he needs to get a 
move on. 

One idea I’ve always had is for players to 
carry less gear – leave the big bag and 14 clubs 
to those who are playing for serious money, 
on the professional tour – to wear trainers, 
and to run round. Sadly, as I’ve got older and 
broader, its appeal has faded, and judging by 
many of the comfily-padded players I witness 
it would not have many takers. 

There is a halfway suggestion, however. 
It comes from Arizona – where else – and is 
called bicycle golf. 

Kierland Golf Club is providing specially 
adapted Segways (they’ve got smaller 
wheels and wide tyres, and can carry a set 
of clubs) so that golfers can pedal their way 
around the course. 

They burn calories, feel as though they’ve 
had a workout and the golf is much faster 
– they can do 18 holes in just two hours. 
Nancy Dickens, spokeswoman for Kierland, 
tells Golf Club Management magazine, the 
industry bible: “Why sit on a stationary bike 
at the gym?” 

Before you mention golf buggies, her 
bikes are quicker because each golfer drives 
one and can go directly to their ball. 

According to Ms Dickens, demand has 
been so high they’re purchasing more bikes. 
It’s a brilliant combination in one, golf and 
the gym – a sure-fire business and City hit. 

All I’ve got to do now is to persuade my 
own club to order some and we’re away.

How, though, I break it to the chaps 
around the bar that the days of a gentle stroll 
(“a good walk spoiled” to quote Mark Twain’s 
rather jaundiced remark) are numbered, and 
henceforward they will 
be pedalling furiously, 
hitting golf balls  
in-between, remains  
to be seen. 

Playing like Rory McIlroy takes time and dedication, and membership numbers are falling GETTy

critically, a 30 per cent drop in golfers age 
18-34. By contrast, the total in that age bracket 
taking up running rose  
29 per cent, according to data from the Sports 
& Fitness Industry Association.

“It’s slow, takes a long time to 
play; it’s expensive,” Matt Powell, a 
SportsOneSource analyst, has said. “As a 
sport it doesn’t reflect the kind of values 
millennials like – diversity, inclusion. Golf 
tends to not be those things.”

I’d go further. Golf is not an easy game 
to learn. On TV, McIlroy makes hitting a 
ball 350 yards and chipping next to the pin 
seem effortless. It isn’t: the reality for most 
people suitably inspired to take up the game 
is one of scuffed shots, slices, hooks and 
lost balls, and a constant, morale-sapping 
inability to hit the green, let alone get 
anywhere near the flag. 

And that’s after they’ve forked out for 
clubs, bag, shoes and the requisite clothing. 
And if they can find a course where 
beginners are welcome. And if they do not 
mind the embarrassment of topping their 
drive in front of a watching throng. And if 
they can afford to book off four, maybe five, 
hours from their busy schedule. 

If they want to join one of the 
picturesque clubs they see on their 
screens, they must be prepared to pay, and 
to endure a joining process (it will almost 
certainly help if they’re male and white). 

As a sport it doesn’t reflect 
the kind of values millennials 
like – diversity, inclusion

Rory McIlroy gets £155m from his sponsor Nike – yet the 
industry is in crisis. Maybe bicycle golf is the answer?
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I’ve a great group of people 
behind me.

“The poor guys on my side 
of the garage have had quite 
a lot of bad races. But I know 
with their support and that 
of the fans, the fact we’ve a 
great car, a great team and we 
should be finishing one-two, 

I really hope I can bring them 
some good results moving 
forwards.

“Whatever the case I will 
always put the team first and 
I won’t take anything into my 
own hands.”

Asked whether he could 
trust Rosberg should they 

be wheel to wheel at the next 
race in Italy, Hamilton said: 
“I’ll have to make sure we’re 
not wheel to wheel.”

Formula One’s governing 
body, the FIA, has decided 
to take no action against 
Rosberg despite Hamilton’s 
accusations. “The FIA will not 

THE INDEPENDENT Wednesday 27 august 2014 l

Sport 
Farewell Frank golden generation becomes the Olden generation Sam wallace, page 58

Lewis Hamilton has prom-
ised that he will not be look-
ing to retaliate against Nico 
Rosberg following his Mer-
cedes team-mate’s actions 
in Sunday’s Belgian Grand 
Prix.

All-out rivalry has now bro-
ken out between Hamilton 
and Rosberg in this season’s 
Formula One world title fight 
following the events at the 
Spa-Francorchamps circuit. 
The incident ultimately 
forced Hamilton to retire 
and, with Rosberg going on to 
finish runner-up, the Briton 
is now 29 points adrift in the 
drivers’ standings with seven 
races remaining.

Hamilton claimed the 
second-lap collision between 
the duo was engineered “on 
purpose” by Rosberg to “make 
a point”. The German said 
his version of events is very 
different. 

“The weekend was dam-
aging,” Hamilton admitted 
yesterday. “I don’t know how 
I’m going to get back those 29 
points, but what I do know is 

Hamilton: I’ll keep it clean with Rosberg

IaN ParkEs
 

Formula One
intervene in this issue,” said a 
spokesman, who added that 
it would require a “new ele-
ment” for stewards to open an 
investigation once the results 
had been declared official, 
discounting Hamilton’s post-
race comments.

“A comment alleged to have 
been made in an internal brief-
ing and later denied by the 
team itself does not constitute 
such a ‘new element’,” added 
the spokesman.

Meanwhile, Martin Whit-
marsh has parted company 
with McLaren after more 
than 24 years of service. 
Whitmarsh served as head of 
operations, managing direc-
tor and Formula One chief 
executive during his time with 
the organisation before taking 
on the role of team principal 
in 2009.

In January this year, how-
ever, McLaren group chairman 
Ron Dennis effectively staged 
an internal coup, returning to 
his former role as group CEO, 
ousting Whitmarsh in the 
process. It brought to an end 
Whitmarsh’s five-year reign as 
team head, with 2013 proving 
to be one of the Woking-based 
marque’s worst in their history 
as they failed to finish with a 
single podium.

Fitness concerns 
should not cramp 
Murray’s style
Andy Murray needs to put 
his US Open first-round 
dramatics behind him. 
The cramps he suffered 
against Robin Haase were 
a concern, but surely a 
one-off. Murray is one of 
the fittest in tennis and that 
is not something you lose 
overnight. As he prepares to 
take on Matthias Bachinger 
in the second round today, 
Murray should have no fears 
about lasting the distance.
� Paul�Newman

Thank heavens  
for the infighting 
at Mercedes
No one likes a public 
argument... unless it involves 
Formula One team-mates. 
The ongoing feud between 
Lewis Hamilton and Nico 
Rosberg is brilliant for the 
sport, otherwise we would 
be watching one boring 
season where one Mercedes 
driver would be leading the 
other home in second. As it 
is, we’ve got an engrossing 
duel within a duel that would 
be anything but engrossing.
 Matt�Gatward

Dhoni ought to be 
in the firing line 
amid India chaos
Who is running the India 
cricket team? Is it Ravi 
Shastri? Or Duncan 
Fletcher? The situation is as 
clear as mud but one thing is 
certain: M S Dhoni (above) 
is immune to criticism or 
scrutiny. Since he led his 
country to the 2011 World 
Cup, little has gone right for 
Dhoni as captain. He will 
surely be asked some tough 
questions if India fail to 
retain the trophy next year.

Tom�Collomosse

Wenger’s reliance 
on Giroud meant 
he was on thin ice 
In the summer Arsène 
Wenger ordered a review of 
Arsenal’s medical practices 
due to the rising number of 
player injuries. Now Olivier 
Giroud is ruled out until 
the new year it may be time 
to review the review. But 
Arsenal being caught short 
in attack was an accident 
waiting to happen (the 
striker carried the club’s 
attack last season) and now 
that accident’s happened.
� Matt�Gatward

Opinion 
Matrix:  
Hot topics 
of the day

debris flies from the car of Lewis Hamilton (left) after a collision with his Mercedes team-mate 
nico Rosberg which led to the British driver’s retirement during sunday’s Belgian gP GETTy

Warburton still in limbo 
while Wales talks drag on
Sam Warburton, the 
centrally contracted Wales 
captain who finds himself in 
the uncomfortable position 
of symbolising the dispute 
between the country’s 
governing body and its four 
professional teams, does 
not have the foggiest idea 
whether he will be playing 
for Cardiff Blues in their 
final warm-up match of the 
summer against Leicester at 
Welford Road on Friday. 

“Nothing is final until 
the ink is on the paper,” 
said the Newport-Gwent 
Dragons director of rugby, 
Lyn Jones, referring to 
negotiations over a new 
participation agreement 
between the union and 
the regions. “And moving 
forward, we don’t know the 
detail. As head coaches, we 
are generally the people 
who deal with the fallout 
from these agreements and 
it’s a difficult job when you 
have to win competitions 
while producing talent for 
Wales. There are a lot of 
people to satisfy.

“We’re a small nation 
and, if we want to challenge 
for the World Cup, we 
have to be smarter than 
other countries. It’s about 
bringing our abilities 
together to create a vision 
and a plan, and then 
implementing it. Sadly, we 
haven’t been doing that for 
the last five or six years.” 

England will prepare in 
the familiar surroundings of 
the Pennyhill Park country 
hotel in Bagshot when the 
home World Cup begins 
this time next year.

Chris�Hewett

ruGby uNIoN
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Matthews stays in front 
as Degenkolb takes stage
Michael Matthews retained 
the overall lead of the Vuelta 
a España after coming in 
third on stage four yesterday 
behind Vicente Reynes 
and German winner John 
Degenkolb, who edged a 
sprint finish in Cordoba. 
The Team Sky leader Chris 
Froome moved up two 
places to 15th overall. 

cyclING
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ODIs can be as much 
of a blast as T20s if 
they are not one-sided

wIll gorE

As England and India try again to take the 
field of play today, the future of the one-day 
international remains up for debate. The 
washout of Monday’s men’s’ and women’s  
50-over games seemed somehow symbolic, 
coming hard on the heels of the exciting 
T20 Blast finals. More importantly, the poor 
attendances for England’s ODIs against Sri 
Lanka back in May and June were strongly 
suggestive of the public’s modest appetite 
for what used to be cricket’s shortest form. 

In one sense, the summer’s first batch 
of ODIs was a triumph: both sides enjoyed 
good victories and the fifth match was 
actually a decider for once. On the other 
hand, only one of the games was close and 
three were dismally one-sided. 

Recent one-dayers elsewhere in the 
world have fitted the same pattern. In the 
Caribbean, West Indies thrashed hapless 
Bangladesh three times in five days. 
Zimbabwe have been similarly hammered 
by South Africa and Australia. The margins 
of victory were so enormous that fans 
might reasonably have wondered why they 
bothered turning up.

Occasionally, there is a match which 
reminds us what the format has to offer. 
Pakistan’s thrilling penultimate-ball 
win against Sri Lanka on Saturday and 
England Women’s victory against India at 
Scarborough showed how ODIs can deliver 
the excitement of a T20 but within a more 
engaging strategic context. Reducing the 
number of meaningless matches could 

improve the ratio of games that have the 
capacity to captivate to the very end.

But there is an oddity here. At this year’s 
World T20, only 10 of the 35 matches went 
down to the final over or were won by 
fewer than six runs. The fact is that a large 
proportion of 20-over slogathons are far 
from close in their outcome. The difference 
with ODIs is simply that spectators are not 
around long enough to notice.

Heritage bats have the edge 
I was always at heart a Gray-Nicolls man. 
True, I flirted with Hunts County for a time 
and had my best season with a borrowed 
Slazenger V6. And in recent years a heavy, 
second-hand CA bat bored a hole in my 
increasingly underused cricket bag.

Since Gray-Nicolls re-released its 
famous Scoop a couple of seasons ago, 
heritage bats have become all the rage. 
Given that the trend has coincided neatly 
(and unfortunately) with the return of the 
moustache, cricket could easily have slid 
back to the 1980s. 

I eventually gave in to temptation and 
bought a GN Powerspot last week. Its edges 
are at least twice as thick as I remember, 
and yet it feels somehow less solid than 
blades of the 1990s. Whether it will adorn 
the middle as well as it does my living room 
remains to be seen.
Will Gore is deputy managing editor of the 
‘Independent’ titles and ‘London Evening 
Standard’

The margins of victory were 
so big that fans might have  
wondered why they came
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Comment

Every morning that Alastair 
Cook wakes up someone 
or other is telling him why 
he is not fit to be captain of 
England. 

For most of the early part 
of the summer this related 
to the leadership of the 
Test team. Having put that 
one to bed by conducting 
an unlikely revival against 
India, he is now being 
derided for his style, or lack 
of it, as the captain in the 
50-over version. The word 
in the world of punditry on 
a rain-soaked day at Bristol 

on Monday was that Cook 
does not have what it takes 
as either batsman or captain 
and should now step aside to 
concentrate on Tests.

He has been this way 
before. When he was first 
elevated to the one-day 
captaincy in 2011, having not 
played for the side for most 
of the previous three years, 
it was greeted with wide 
scepticism. Cook responded 
with 10 scores above fifty in 
19 innings, four of which he 
converted into hundreds.

Last summer, he helped 
to engineer the team’s 
progress to the final of the 
Champions Trophy, for most 
of which England looked a 
classy, assured bunch who 
knew exactly what they were 
about. They beat Australia, 
New Zealand and South 

Africa, undaunted on each 
occasion by the reputation 
of several members of the 
opposition for belting the 
ball into the stratosphere.

Since then, it has all 
begun to unravel, partly 
because they were throwing 
away matches they ought 
to have won. Cook’s record 
as captain still stands 
reasonable comparison with 
any of his predecessors. 
Of the 17 men to have led 
the team 10 or more times, 
only three have a better win 
percentage than Cook – the 

Mikes, Gatting, Brearley 
and Denness – and they 
really were different days 
back then. 

Cook is said to have 
insufficient speed of thought 
and response in the fast-
moving game of the 21st 
century. For good reasons, 
many like the cut of Eoin 
Morgan’s jib. But Cook has 
led this team in 59 matches 
and so close to another 
World Cup there is no 
earthly chance of a change.

The pundits, led by 
Michael Vaughan and 
Graeme Swann know this. 
Vaughan, a magnificently 
opinionated commentator, 
also knows how Cook 
feels. He was a captain who 
insisted on his one-day 
credentials in the face of 
the evidence, though he 

Look beyond all the sniping and England 
leader’s one-day record is still creditable 

Michael Vaughan 
(left) should know 
how Alastair Cook 
feels, having 
struggled for form 
as one-day captain

Root rejects 
Swann barbs 
and backs 
captain Cook
Tom CollomoSSE 
in cardiff

Joe Root launched a stout 
defence of England captain 
Alastair Cook yesterday after 
the team’s one-day cricket was 
rubbished by former players 
Graeme Swann and Michael 
Vaughan on Monday.

Swann, who retired last 
winter, is a close friend of 
Cook but did not spare him. 
He advised the skipper to 
quit the 50-over game and 
suggested England did not 
have “a cat in hell’s chance” 
of winning next year’s World 
Cup.

Vaughan was no less forgiv-
ing. Both men attacked Eng-
land for playing a conservative 
style of one-day cricket they 
believe is no longer effective 
today, yet Root insisted the 
team were on the right track as 
they prepared to face India in 
today’s second one-day inter-
national at Sophia Gardens.

“Graeme Swann is paid to 
give his opinions and he is enti-
tled to give them,” said Root. 
“We know as a side where we 
are at. We are comfortable and 

ready to go. Alastair Cook is 
our leader in one-day cricket 
as well as Tests. He’s done well 
over a number of years and we 
all back him. 

“He’s a fantastic player and 
has got all of our support. His 
style complements that of 
players like Alex Hales and 
hopefully that can be shown 
in this series.

“I think there is enough fire-
power in the team. We’ve got 
guys like Eoin Morgan and Jos 
Buttler down the order who, 
as you’ve seen, can win games 
on their own. Mixed in with 
everyone else we’re in a good 
place and this series will be a 
good judge of that.”

Hales’ inclusion is eagerly 
anticipated as England have 
lacked explosiveness at the 
top of the order for some time. 
The opening pair of Cook and 
Ian Bell were rarely capable of 
dominating bowlers from the 
word go, whereas Hales has 
shown in Twenty20 cricket 
for England that he can do 
exactly that.

The Nottinghamshire bats-
man ought to make his 50-over 
debut in this game, opening 
the innings with Cook as Bell 

drops down to No 3. Both 
Vaughan and Swann had called 
for more players in the mould 
of Hales to be included, such 
as Jason Roy of Surrey and 
Hampshire’s James Vince.

Swann revealed that, during 
his time in the England one-
day side, the coaches became 
obsessed with statistics. Such 
plans were often rendered 
ineffective against particularly 

attacking sides, such as the Sri 
Lanka team that required just 
39.3 of the 50 overs available 
to blow away England in the 
quarter-final of the 2011 World 
Cup.

Root bristled at the sug-
gestion that Hales’ arrival 
would make England a more 
dangerous batting side – “I 
don’t think there’s much of a 
problem with the batting, to 
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EPSOM DOWNS 
Going: Soft
2.15 1. JUMEIRAH GLORY (George Chaloner) 7-2; 2. Outback Ruler 
9-2; 3. Kifaaya 11-4f; 6 ran ½, 2¼ (Richard Fahey) Betfair SPs: 4.76; 
1.77, 1.84, 1.67 NR British Embassy,  Bakht A Rawan
2.50 1. DANCE OF FIRE (David Probert) 1-2f; 2. Here Now 6-4; 2 ran 
½ (Andrew Balding) Betfair SP: 1.57 NR Who’sthedude 
3.25 1. ARCTIC FEELING (Samantha Bell) 5-2; 2. Huntsmans Close 
9-4f; 3. Hopes N Dreams 7-1; 6 ran 3¾, 2¼ (Richard Fahey) Betfair 
SPs: 3.76; 1.43, 1.42, 2.48 NR Mission Approved,  Invincible Strike,
Langley Vale
3.55 1. IXELLES DIAMOND (George Chaloner) 3-1; 2. Intomist 10-1; 
3. Fiftyshadesofgrey 11-4f; 7 ran 7, ns (Richard Fahey) Betfair SPs: 
4.45; 1.73, 3.54, 1.72 NR Skytrain,  Scottish Glen,  Until Midnight
4.30 1. LAST ECHO (Silvestre De Sousa) 4-9f; 2. Corn Maiden 7-1; 
3. Tingo In The Tale 5-1; 4 ran 7, 1½ (Ralph Beckett) Betfair SPs: 1.52; 
1.21, 2.75, 2.29 NR Last Minute Lisa,  St Ignatius,  Sandy Cove
5.05 1. COINCIDENTLY (Silvestre De Sousa) 11-8f; 2. Megalala 
9-2; 3. Pigeon Pie 4-1; 4 ran 12, 21 (Alan Bailey) Betfair SPs: 2.51; 
1.21, 1.47, 1.43 NR Rakaan,  Marzante,  St Paul De Vence,  Flamborough 
Breeze,  Dalaki,  Gabrial The Thug
RIPON
Going: Good To Firm 

2.00 1. MIXED MESSAGE (Dale Swift) 9-4; 2. Aneedh 8-1; 3. Zaitsev 
15-8f; 7 ran 1, 1¼ (Brian Ellison) Betfair SPs: 3.63; 1.41, 2.30, 1.34
NR Plunder
2.30 1. ZEBELINI (Lemos de Souza) 40-1; 2. Zuzinia 9-1; 3. Pacngo 
10-1; 11 ran 5-6f Grand Beauty (withdrawn, 50p Rule 4) nk, 2 (Mrs Ilka 
Gansera-Leveque) Betfair SPs: 37.53; 9.08, 2.04, 2.28 NR Pickle Lilly 
Pearl,  Threatorapromise
3.05 1. PUMAFLOR (Jason Hart) 9-1; 2. Midlander 9-2; 3. Firgrove 
Bridge 14-1; 7 ran 11-4f Little Belter (4) ¾, nk (Richard Guest) 
Betfair SPs: 12.00; 5.40, 3.25, 7.34 
3.40 1. MISS MULLBERRY (Sam James) 3-1; 2. Snap Shots 5-2; 
3. Zeb Un Nisa 6-4f; 5 ran 1¾, 1 (David O’Meara) Betfair SPs: 4.30; 
1.92, 1.84, 1.62
4.15 1. STORMARDAL (Daniel Tudhope) 7-1; 2. Woodacre 11-4; 
3. San Cassiano 15-2; 8 ran 9-4f Master Of Finance (7) ½, 2
(Ismail Mohammed) Betfair SPs: 8.80; 2.71, 1.67, 2.94 NR Ty Gwr,
Sophisticated Heir,  Eeny Mac,  Truancy,  Maybeme
4.50 1. JANAAB (Phillip Makin) 9-1; 2. Charles De Mille 20-1; 
3. Thankyou Very Much 7-2jf; 9 ran 7-2jf Al Muheer (8) 1½, ¾ (Tim 
Easterby) Betfair SPs: 12.00; 3.40, 5.50, 1.94 NR Mister Marcasite,
No Quarter,  Steel Stockholder
5.20 1. KODICIL (Jason Hart) 4-1; 2. Mighty Missile 5-4f; 3. Rokeby 
7-1; 6 ran ½, 14 (Mark Walford) Betfair SPs: 5.84; 1.78, 1.31, 2.14 
NR Vedani,  Zarosa,  Superciliary,  Generous Dream,  Spruzzo

L I N G F I E L D
HYPERION
2.20 Turning Times 2.50 Mazoula 3.20 Opus Too 3.50 Clearing 4.25 Cry Joy 4.55 Focail Mear 5.25 Vied 
6.00 Exceedexpectations 
Live on TV: ATR Going: Standard

2 . 5 0 3 2 R E D  C A S I N O  N U R S E RY H A N D I C A P ( 6 )  2YO  ( 0 - 6 5 )  £ 3 , 4 0 0   6 f  1 y
Timeform View: Lady Zodiac was nailed right on the line having shaped best for the majority of the contest at 
Brighton last week and can gain quick compensation back on polytrack, though handicap debutants Mazoula and 
Bakht A Rawan are potential improvers.
1 384646 SPORTLOBSTER (24) 2 9-7 Tom Dascombe Richard Kingscote s 1
2 857 BARCHAN (77) 2 9-6 Charlie Appleby Cam Hardie (5) 7
3 769 BAKHT A RAWAN (60) 2 9-5 Mark Usher Liam Keniry 6
4 554 MAZOULA (17) 2 9-0 Hugo Palmer Noel Garbutt (5) 3
5 464222 LADY ZODIAC (8) 2 8-13 Andrew Balding David Probert 4
6 400U PIPING DREAM (8) 2 8-12 Richard Hannon Richard Hughes  2
7 0865 MAGIC MAC (15) 2 8-3 Hughie Morrison Luke Morris s 5

– 7 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. LADY ZODIAC  2. MAZOULA  3. BAKHT A RAWAN 
Betfair betting forecast: 9-4 Lady Zodiac, 4-1 Barchan, 5-1 Mazoula, 6-1 Piping Dream, 12-1 Bakht A Rawan, 
14-1 Magic Mac, Sportlobster

3 . 2 0 3 2 R E D  H A N D I C A P ( 6 )  3YO  ( 0 - 6 5 )  £ 3 , 4 0 0  1 m  5 f
Timeform View: Previous course winners Passionate Affair and Roman Riches have to be considered in an ordinary 
handicap, but it may pay to side with Dire Straits instead as she’s unexposed as a stayer and did offer slightly more 
when punted at Kempton last time. 
1 184434 PASSIONATE AFFAIR (7) 3 9-7 Jamie Osborne Richard Hughes s + t 5
2 763617 ROMAN RICHES (48) 3 9-6 Gary Moore Ryan Moore v 1
3 0806 DIRE STRAITS (22) 3 9-5 Chris Wall Ted Durcan s 2
4 9-6500 HIORNE TOWER (22) 3 9-4 John Best George Baker 7
5 755 PERFECT OUTCOME (22) 3 9-1 Patrick Chamings Ryan Tate (3) 4
6 584 OPUS TOO (15) 3 8-12 Julia Feilden Shelley Birkett (5) b 3
7 803-93 OHIO (9) 3 8-8 Nick Littmoden Luke Morris 6
8 070-8 DESERT ISLAND DUSK (9) 3 8-3 John Bridger William Carson 8

– 8 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. DIRE STRAITS  2. PASSIONATE AFFAIR  3. ROMAN RICHES
Betfair betting forecast: 5-2 Dire Straits, 3-1 Passionate Affair, 6-1 Ohio, 15-2 Roman Riches, 14-1 Hiorne Tower, 
16-1 Perfect Outcome, 20-1 Opus Too, Desert Island Dusk

3 . 5 0 3 2 R E DS P O R T.CO M  H A N D I C A P ( 4 )  3YO +  ( 0 - 8 0 )  £ 8 , 2 0 0   5 f  6 y
Timeform View: Dissent was probably value for a bit extra when successful here over 6f last time given he had to do 
plenty of running early from a wide draw, so a 6 lb rise won’t necessarily halt him back over 5f. Clearing and Brother 
Tiger head the list of dangers. 
1 000-079 STONE OF FOLCA (29) 6 9-9 John Best George Baker h 10
2 644338 O’GORMAN (15) 5 9-8 Gary Brown Liam Keniry 1
3 614161 DISSENT (15) 5 9-7 James Given Tom Queally b 8
4 1-61830 EXPOSE (102) 6 9-6 Shaun Harris Cam Hardie (5) 4
5 14-1861 CLEARING (33) 4 9-5 Jim Boyle Pat Cosgrave 6
6 235747 ARCTIC LYNX (15) 7 9-4 Robert Cowell Andrea Atzeni s 7
7 181-92 BROTHER TIGER (34) 5 9-4 David C. Griffiths Oisin Murphy 5
8 547277 REBECCA ROMERO (24) 7 9-4 Denis Coakley Richard Hughes  3
9 0-72075 ROYAL ACQUISITION (29) 4 9-3 Robert Cowell Adam Beschizza 2
10 54-4230 ANGEL WAY (49) 5 9-2 Mike Murphy Shane Kelly 9

– 10 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. DISSENT  2. CLEARING 3. BROTHER TIGER
Betfair betting forecast: 10-3 Dissent, 7-2 Clearing, 9-1 Rebecca Romero, Expose, Arctic Lynx, 12-1 Brother Tiger, 
14-1 Stone of Folca, 16-1 O’Gorman, 25-1 Angel Way, Royal Acquisition

4 . 2 5 G R E Y H O U N D  M A I D E N  S TA K E S  ( 5 )  3  A N D  4YO  £ 4 , 0 0 0  1 m  2 f
Timeform View: Red Velour brings solid handicap form to the table and is very likely to run her race, but is perhaps 
vulnerable to a couple with scope for plenty of improvement, which brings Cry Joy and Past Forgetting into the 
equation, the former preferred for all he’s been absent since his promising debut in a warm contest in October. 
1 4-6 SAGUA LA GRANDE (42) 4 9-13 Lady Cecil Ashley Morgan (3) t 11
2 SEA VISION 4 9-13 Jo Crowley Fergus Sweeney 1
3 8632-99 ZARLIMAN (44) 4 9-13 Martyn Meade Jack Mitchell 9
4 9-9 GRACEFUL WILLOW (78) 4 9-8 John E. Long Natalia Gemelova (3) 10
5 3/8 PRECINCT (22) 4 9-8 James Eustace Luke Morris h 13
6 CERUTTY 3 9-5 Marco Botti Martin Harley 8
7 5- CRY JOY (308) 3 9-5 Charlie Appleby William Buick 3
8 32 GLORIOUS SUN (18) 3 9-5 Ed Walker Richard Hughes 4
9 8 REMBRANDT VAN RIJN (102) 3 9-5 David Lanigan Ted Durcan 2
10 42 PAST FORGETTING (23) 3 9-0 Luca Cumani Andrea Atzeni 5
11 725422 RED VELOUR (19) 3 9-0 Jeremy Noseda Ryan Moore 7
12 54 ROXY HART (22) 3 9-0 Ed Vaughan Jimmy Quinn 12
13 SPACELAB 3 9-0 Amanda Perrett James Doyle 6

– 13 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. CRY JOY  2. PAST FORGETTING  3. RED VELOUR
Betfair betting forecast: 7-2 Red Velour, 5-1 Past Forgetting, 11-2 Cry Joy, 8-1 Glorious Sun, Rembrandt Van Rijn, 16-1
Spacelab, 20-1 Cerutty, Sagua La Grande, Roxy Hart, 33-1 Precinct, Zarliman, 50-1 Sea Vision, 500-1 Graceful Willow

HYPERION
CARLISLE
2.00 Slim Chance 2.30 Phoenix Storm 3.00 Razin’ Hell 3.30 Heavenly River 4.00 Chinese Jade 4.30 Spot The Pro 
5.00 A Southside Boy 
CATTERICK
2.10 Captain Future 2.40 Foxcover 3.10 Giovanni Jack 3.40 Mr McLaren 4.15 Layla’s Hero 4.45 Indira 5.15 Biscuiteer 
KEMPTON
5.55 Bonnie Fairy 6.25 Commandaria 6.55 Limousine 7.25 Gipsy Doll 7.55 Homage 8.25 Sir Frank Morgan 8.55 Trucanini 
WORCESTER
4.35 It Is What It Is 5.05 Trafalgar 5.35 Right On Roy 6.05 Street Entertainer 6.35 Classic Colori 7.05 In The 
Rough 7.35 Discay 
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had precisely no one-day 
hundreds to Cook’s five.

Cook’s batting strike rate 
as captain is 81.89 runs per 
100 balls, acceptable even 
by the era’s standards. There 
seems to be a desire outside 
the selection room to pack 
the team with sluggers on 
the grounds that one or two 
are bound to come off. 

England may actually 
have it right as long as the 
totals to which they aspire 
are based on conditions on 
the day, not some statistical 
database. The plan is to 
backload the innings after 
a solid start with Joe Root, 
Morgan and Jos Buttler all 
scoring at a lick.

The omission of Ravi 
Bopara seems more startling 
by the day. But the overdue 
move to promote Alex Hales 
to open with Cook also 
gives much-needed latitude 
for spectacular rapidity at 
the top. England almost 
certainly will not win the 
World Cup but the failure 
will not be down to the 
presence of Cook.

Of the 17 
men to 
have led 
them, only 
three have 
a better 
win record

Jason Roy just failed to overhaul 
Luke Wright at the top of 
the sky sports sixes League. 
He hit two in his 58 against 
Birmingham in the natwest t20 
Blast semi-final but ended on 
27, one behind Wright and six 
clear of darren stevens in third. 
It is Wright’s first title, after 
he came ninth last year and 
seventh in 2012. His previous 
best was second to graeme 
Hick in 2007.

the key innings for Wright 
was his spectacular unbeaten 
153 off 66 balls against essex at 
Chelmsford on 25 July, which 
included 11 sixes and is the 
highest individual score chasing 
in any t20 match worldwide.

Final table Sixes Balls
L Wright sussex 28 370
J Roy surrey 27 431
D Stevens Kent 21 221
M Carberry Hants 20 316
R ten Doeschate ess 19 215

s k y s p o r t s 
s i x e s  l e ag u e

be honest” – and he denied 
that the side were guilty of 
paralysis by analysis.

“I would not say that is the 
case,” he argued. “We have 
obviously got certain things 
in place, but we feel that if we 
get things right and express 
ourselves the way we want to 
out in the middle, everything 
else will take care of itself. 

“There are certain stats 

you look at but we want to 
be able to go out there with 
freedom to play and show 
people what we can do. We 
have to judge it while we are 
out there, weigh things up 
and do what we think is right 
for the team.

“We want to prove we 
can do that, we know we are 
capable of doing it and this is a 
great opportunity for us.”

Probable Cardiff teams:
England 
A N Cook (capt),  
A D Hales, I R Bell, J E Root, 
E J G Morgan, B A Stokes,  
J C Buttler (wkt), C J Jordan, 
J C Tredwell, S T Finn,  
J M Anderson
India 
M S Dhoni (capt; wkt),  
R G Sharma, S Dhawan,  
V Kohli, A M Rahane,  
A T Rayudu, R A Jadeja,  
R Ashwin, B K Kumar,  
M Shami, U T Yadav  

Umpires P Reiffel (Aus) &  
R Illingworth  

TV Sky Sports 2, 10am-7pm

Weather Overcast with an 
increasing chance of rain. 

Maximum temperature 18C
Odds England 8-11, India 11-10

Series details
First ODI Match abandoned 
Third saturday, trent Bridge
Fourth tuesday, edgbaston
Fifth Friday 5 sept, Headingley

s o p h i a ga r d e n s  o d i
a l l t h e  d e ta i l s 

gary 
Ballance 
milks the 
bowling of 
Joe Root 
in the 
Cardiff nets 
yesterday 
GETTY

sporting digest
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE          
PLAY-OFF ROUND SECOND LEG
Celtic (0) ................ 0 Maribor (0)............1
 tavares 75
agg: 1-2.
apoel nicosia 4 aaB 0 (agg: 5-1); Bate 
3 slovan Bratislava 0 (agg: 4-1); FC Porto 
2 Lille 0 (agg: 3-0); Zenit st Petersburg 3 
standard Liege 0 (agg: 4-0).
CAPITAL ONE CUP SECOND ROUND
Bournemouth (2).. 3 Northampton (0).0
gosling 21 att 5,250
Pitman 30, Wilson 79
Brentford (0)......... 0 Fulham (0)..............1
att 7,563 McCormack 68
Burnley (0) ............ 0 Sheff Wed (0)........1
att 4,979 nuhiu 78 (pen)
Crewe (1) ................ L Bolton (1)...............L
Inman 2 Pratley 40
Haber 90 Beckford 90
extra time. att 2,642
Derby (0) ................ 1 Charlton (0).......... 0
Calero 87 att 16,367
Gillingham (0) ....... 0 Newcastle (1).........1
 egan 25 (og)
Huddersfield (0) .. 0 Nottm Forest (0)..2
 Vaughan 72 (og)
att 6,509 Lansbury 82
Leicester (0).......... 0 Shrewsbury (1).......1
att 8,017 Mangan 38
Middlesbrough (0) 3 Preston (0).............1
tomlin 51, 66 Hugill 54
Fewster 57 att 10,727
Millwall (0) ............ 0 Southampton (0)..2
 Cork 53
att 6,014 Pelle 90
MK Dons (1) ........... 4 Man Utd (0)..........0
grigg 25, 63 att 26,969
afobe 70, 84
Norwich (1) ............ 3 Crawley Town (0).1
Jerome 14 Cuellar 55 (og)
J Murphy 49, 90 att 14,414
Port Vale (1) ........... 2 Cardiff (1)...............3
O’Connor 34 Ralls 26
Brown 90 Macheda 60, 79
 att 4,390
Scunthorpe (0) ..... 0 Reading (0)............1
att 2,657 taylor 85
Swansea (1) ............. 1 Rotherham (0)......0
gomis 22
Swindon (0) ........... L Brighton (1)...........L
L thompson 46 Ince 10
 adrian Colunga 95
extra time. att 5,414
Walsall (0) ............. 0 Crystal Palace (3).3
att 3,987 gayle 7, 25, 41
Watford (1) ............. 1 Doncaster (1).........2
dyer 31 tyson 12 (pen)
att 7,318 Wakefield 52
West Brom (1) ....... L Oxford Utd (0)......L
Mullins 29 (og) Hylton 86
extra time. att 10,939
West Ham (1) ......... L Sheff Utd (0).........L
sakho 40 Reid 58 (og)
extra time. att 28,930
Scottish Communities Cup Second 
Round: dundee 4 Raith 0; Falkirk L Cow-
denbeath L (extra time); Hamilton 4 alloa 
1; Hibernian 3 dumbarton 2; Kilmarnock 
1 ayr 0; Livingston L Queen of south L 
(extra time); Morton 0 Partick 1; st Mirren 
2 dunfermline 1; stenhousemuir 1 Hearts 2; 
stranraer 1 Ross County 2. 
First Round: Queen’s Park 1 Rangers 2.
cricket
SECOND ONE DAY INTERNATIONAL
Sri Lanka v Pakistan, Hambantota: Sri 
Lanka 310-9 (a d Mathews 93, d P M d 
Jayawardene 67, n L t C Perera 65). Paki-
stan 233 (Mohammad Hafeez 62, ahmed 
shehzad 56). Sri Lanka won by 77 runs.
ROYAL LONDON ONE-DAY CUP - 
QUARTER FINAL
Nottinghamshire v Derbyshire, Trent 
Bridge: Notts 313-5 (50.0 overs; J W a 
taylor 146no, s R Patel 55). Derbyshire 
228 (44.5 overs; M J north 67; s R Patel 
4-49). Notts beat Derbyshire by 85 runs.
cyc l i n g
VUELTA A ESPANA 2014, STAGE 4, 
Mairena del Alcor - Cordoba, 164.7km: 
1 J degenkolb (ger) team giant-shimano 
4hrs 02m 55s, 24 C Froome (gB) team 
sky at 1m 01s. GC: 1 M Matthews (aus) 
Orica greenedge at 13hrs 30m 44s, 15 C 
Froome (gB) team sky at 35s. 
tennis
US OPEN, FLUSHING MEADOWS, NEW 
YORK, USA: Selected First round: Men: 
(13) J IsneR (us) bt M giron (us) 7-6 (7-5) 
6-2 7-6 (7-2); (10) K nIsHIKORI (Japan) bt 
W Odesnik (us) 6-2 6-4 6-2; (15) F FOgnI-
nI (It) bt a golubev (Kaz) 6-4 6-4 6-2.
Women: (11) F Pennetta (It) bt J goerges 
(ger) 6-3 4-6 6-1; (8) a IVanOVIC (serb) bt 
a Riske (us) 6-3 6-0; s Cirstea (Rom) bt H 
WatsOn (gB) 6-1 6-1; (7) e BOuCHaRd 
(Can) bt O govortsova (Bela) 6-2 6-1.

today’s fixtures 
(Football 7.45pm unless stated)

Fo ot Ba l l
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE PLAY-OFF 
ROUND SECOND LEG
arsenal (0) v Besiktas (0), athletic Bilbao (1) v 
napoli (1), Bayer Leverkusen (3) v FC Copen-
hagen (2), Ludogorets (0) v steaua Bucuresti 
(1), Malmo (1) v salzburg (2).
CAPITAL ONE CUP SECOND ROUND
aston Villa v Leyton Orient, Bradford v 
Leeds, Birmingham v sunderland, Burton v 
QPR, stoke v Portsmouth.
c r i c k e t
SECOND ODI: ENGLAND V INDIA (the 
sWaLeC stadium, 10.30am). 
cyc l i n g
VUELTA A ESPANA (stage 5 (Priego de 
Cordoba - Ronda 182.3km)).
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Sport  / Tennis  / US Open

If insufficient preparation was 
one of the reasons why Andy 
Murray suffered body cramps 
during his first-round victory 
here at the US Open he might 
like to compare experiences 
with his next opponent. Mat-
thias Bachinger was in Europe 
the day before his opening 
match and had not played on 
a hard court all summer.

Bachinger, the world No 
235, was not ranked high 
enough to earn a place even in 
last week’s qualifying tourna-
ment – he was in 23rd place on 
the original list of alternates 
– but as players withdrew he 
rose up the pecking order.

On Monday last week the 
27-year-old German became 
the last player to make the 
qualifying field. On Tuesday 
he flew to New York and on 
Wednesday he played in the 
first round of qualifying. 
Three wins in three days took 
him into the main draw and on 
Monday he played “my best 
match ever” to beat Radek 
Stepanek, the world No 39, for 
his first Grand Slam victory.

“My preparation was not 
very good, but from the 
beginning I had a very good 
feeling,” Bachinger said. “I 
served unbelievably against 
Stepanek. He did not have any 

Bachinger takes heart 
from beating Murray  
once – when he was 14
PaUl NEwmaN
at flushing meadoWs

The cause of the astonishing 
physical breakdown that 
nearly led to Andy Murray 
being dumped out of the US 
Open at the first hurdle on 
Monday remains a mystery. 

An all-over body cramp 
of the kind described can 
occur when sportsmen 
exert themselves in 
extreme heat. At the 
Australian Open in 
Melbourne earlier this 
year, players were dropping 
like flies in temperatures 
touching 43C. At Flushing 
Meadows it was nowhere 
near that hot, and nothing 
that a professional used to 
playing in all climes could 

not have handled. 
Murray himself said 

afterwards that he 
thought it might be diet. 
A “systemic” problem like 
this would explain why the 
cramps were all over his 
body rather than in one 
place, as would be the case 
if there were a problem 
with the conditioning of a 
particular muscle. 

But while there is some 
sketchy evidence linking 
variations in potassium, 
magnesium and carbo-
hydrate levels to risks 
of muscle cramp, his 
nutritionist would have 
to have made some quite 
substantial alterations to 
his diet to produce such a 
radical breakdown. 

Of course, Murray does 
have a reputation for being, 
in the blunt assessment of 
Virginia Wade, “a drama 

queen”. In his defence, 
since he earned that label 
two years ago, he has won 
the US Open, the Olympics 
and Wimbledon. 

That success and the 
subsequent dry spell, 
during which he has failed 
to make a Grand Slam final 
in more than a year, may 
go some way to explaining 
the cramp, a condition 
which can be exacerbated 
by nervous tension. 
Knowing that the US Open 
is probably his last chance 
to rescue a forgettable year 
may have made him seize 
up more than usual. 

It could of, course, be 
a combination of all of 
the above. As so often in 
medicine, it’s hard to be 
sure, and there’s every 
chance it was a freak 
incident. Murray will 
certainly hope so. 

Was Scot’s mysterious cramp down to 
his diet, nerves or the conditions?

break points. I played really 
well. I served good, returned 
really well. It was maybe the 
best tennis day of my life.”

Bachinger, who describes 
himself as an attacking base-
liner, reached a career-high 
No 85 in the world rankings 
three years ago. After health 
issues he now plays mostly 
on the Challenger circuit, 
which this year has taken 
him to Guadeloupe, Kyoto, 
Guangzhou, New Delhi and 
Guadalajara.

Bachinger has never played 
Murray at senior level but 
recalled playing the Scot reg-

ularly when they were 14. “I 
won one time, 7-6 in the third 
set,” Bachinger said. “I’ve 
never forgotten that because 
in juniors he was really, really 
good. Then I think I lost to him 
three times. He always wanted 
to win, 100 per cent. He was 
fighting for every ball, just like 
he does now. You could see he 
would be a top star.”

Bachinger watched the lat-
ter stages of Murray’s first-
round victory over Robin 
Haase, which was played in 

the middle of the day in tem-
peratures that topped 30C. 
“He had some problems, but 
at the end he won, like he usu-
ally does,” Bachinger said. “I 
was very surprised he was 
cramping because he is nor-
mally really fit. I’ve never seen 
him cramping before, but he’s 
human, not a machine.”

The temperature is pre-
dicted to rise to 32C today 
but will fall to 27C tomorrow, 
when Bachinger will play 
Murray. The Scot said yester-
day that he was still unable to 
explain why he had cramped 
the previous day.

“I felt physically ready 
before the match,” he said. 
“Last night before I went 
to bed I felt fine. I woke up 
today with no aches or pains. 
It would suggest it was some-
thing I hadn’t eaten or drunk 
before I went out there.”

He added: “I don’t play my 
next match until Thursday. I 
need to hydrate before then 
and get a lot of food in the 
body.” Murray also revealed 
that his physical problems had 
continued when he left the 
court on Monday. “I didn’t 
feel great in the locker room 
for half an hour, 40 minutes 
afterwards,” he said. “Getting 
your shoes, ankle braces and 
socks off is not that easy when 
you are cramping. I had some 
pasta, some sports drink, 
banana, and an ice bath.”

Matthias 
Bachinger did 
not even get an 
automatic place 
in the US Open 
qualifying event

Watson way off 
her game in tame 
exit to Cirstea
PaUl NEwmaN

Heather Watson has enjoyed 
a fine comeback year after 
her struggles fol lowing 
glandular fever but the  
British No 1 suffered one of her  
biggest disappointments of 
2014 when she was beaten 
here yesterday in the first 
round of the US Open. 
Watson was crushed 6-1, 6-1 
by Romania’s Sorana Cirstea, 
an opponent she had beaten 
in all three of their previous 
meetings.

Watson became the first 
Briton to win the girls’ title 
here five years ago, but has 
now lost in the first round on 

all four of her appearances 
in the senior draw. Her early 
exits were no surprise on 
the first three occasions as 
she was drawn against Maria 
Sharapova, Li Na and Simona 
Halep, but she must have 
fancied her chances against 
Cirstea. 

The 24-year-old Romanian 
has slipped to No 80 in the 
world rankings, 34 places 
beneath Watson, who has 
made a spirited return to the 
world’s top 50, having been 
ranked as low as No 161 only 
six months ago.

When Watson hit a bold 
forehand return winner on 
the first point of the match 
and levelled at 1-1 by holding 

Sorana Cirstea 
overturned the 
form book to 
see off Britain’s 
Heather Watson

cHarlIE cOOPEr
health  
correspondent

Analysis
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Life beyond the  
Premier League

Royle’s warning about staying 
hungry spurs on Rowett as 
Burton Albion face QPR tonight

sImoN HarT

Burton Albion’s success in 
avoiding a hangover from 
May’s League Two play-off 
final defeat to Fleetwood 
should surprise nobody 
who knows Gary Rowett. 
After all, one of the Football 
League’s bright young 
managers has a history of 
bouncing back which can be 
traced almost two decades 
to a conversation in Joe 
Royle’s office at Everton. 

Rowett was 21 when 
Royle, his then manager, 
questioned his hunger as he 
sold him to Derby County 
in summer 1995. “He just 
said to me at the time, ‘I 
don’t think you’ve got the 
eye of the tiger right at 
this moment’,” Rowett tells 
The Independent. “Those 
words still echo in my mind 
occasionally and it really 
motivates me and inspires 
me to use that little bit of 
hurt and disappointment. 

He was right. At the time I 
wasn’t quite ready for it.”

Rowett, who had joined 
Everton from Cambridge 
United 18 months earlier, 
used Royle’s words as a 
spur as he went on to play 
Premier League football 
with Derby, Leicester and 
Charlton. Now the 40-
year-old has put behind 
him the fresh pain of 
Burton’s Wembley defeat by 
overseeing their best start 
– four straight wins prior to 
Saturday’s draw at Newport 
– in 58 years.

“The disappointment last 
year was huge but it was 
also comforting to know 
that we’d had two years of 
sustained success which is 
what, as a manager, you are 
after,” he continues. “You 
don’t want to be a flash in 
the pan, have one season 
and then drop away.”

Rowett led Burton to 
the play-offs in each of his 
first two full campaigns 
after stepping up from the 
role of Paul Peschisolido’s 
No 2 in 2012 and believes 
he now has “probably 
the best group of players 
character-wise and ability-
wise since I’ve been here” 

after summer additions 
such as the striker Stuart 
Beavon and midfielder John 
Mousinho from Preston 
and winger Lucas Akins 
from Stevenage. As well 
as providing that “extra 
athleticism” he considers 
vital in League Two, these 
are players with that “little 
bit of hunger” – the eye of 
the tiger, if you like. “We got 
quite a few who have League 
One experience and are 
desperate to get back there.” 

Rowett has the same 
desire. “As a young manager 
you have got to work twice 
as much as anyone else,” 
explains the father of four. 
“It is a tough game to be 
part of and we are out most 
nights. If I am not watching 
games I will be watching 
at home on our scouting 
system but I love the game 
– I still can’t class it as a job, 
it is still a hobby.”

One perk of managing 
Burton is daily access to 
St George’s Park, where 
the Brewers train. Rowett, 
who has worked with the 
England Under-16 team and 
the Football Association’s 
coach tutor programme, 
takes every opportunity to 
learn from those who pass 
through. “There are so few 
higher-profile jobs available 
to young British coaches 
so any chance to develop 
is absolutely vital,” he says. 
He is also a keen reader 
of psychology books, as 
“understanding how people 
and players tick is a key to 
it all”.

Another learning 
opportunity comes tonight 
with Queen’s Park Rangers’ 
visit in the Capital One 
Cup second round, though 
Rowett points to last 
season’s near miss against 
Fulham – who scraped 
past Burton on penalties 
– and this year’s first-round 
success against Wigan as 
evidence they will not be 
overawed. “Our record 
against bigger opponents 
has been really good. 
Usually we try to come up 
with a different plan than in 
a league game and it seems 
to work quite well. To come 
up against Harry Redknapp 
with the experience he’s got 
will be brilliant for me and I 
can only hope that I am able 
to get 10 minutes afterwards 
and pick his brain about one 
or two things.”

Gary Rowett’s 
side have bounced 
back from May’s 
Wembley defeat 
to make their best 
start in 58 years

It inspires 
me. Joe 
was right. 
At the time 
I wasn’t 
quite ready 
for it

Inside 
Football:

Warnock in the frame for 
return to Selhurst Park
Neil Warnock has emerged 
as the leading contender 
to take over from Tony 
Pulis at Crystal Palace, four 
years after he left the club 
in the wake of it going into 
administration. 

Warnock is thought to 
be on a short-list along 
with Steve Clarke, sacked 
by West Bromwich Albion 
last year. Ipswich Town 
manager Mick McCarthy is 
also considered a candidate. 
All three meet co-chairman 
Steve Parish’s desire for 
Premier League experience.

Palace, who lost Pulis 
two days before the season 
started then turned down 
Malky Mackay over the 
texting scandal, want a new 
manager before the transfer 
window closes on Monday. 
Interviews are understood 
to have taken place with a 
decision by tomorrow.

Warnock (below) almost 
returned before Pulis 
took over in November. 
He has not worked since 
leaving Leeds United last 
year. Last week he turned 
down Championship side 
Huddersfield Town, another 
of his former clubs. 

crysTal PalacE

Dawson goes to Hull as 
Eto’o signs for Everton 
Hull completed the 
signing of Michael Dawson 
from Tottenham for an 
undisclosed fee last night. 
The centre-half moves to 
the KC Stadium on a three-
year contract.

Dawson moved to north 
London from Nottingham 
Forest in 2005 and became 
club captain following the 
retirement of Ledley King 
in 2012. “I have been here 
for almost a decade and 
have loved every minute of 
it,” he said.

Meanwhile, Everton have 
announced the signing of 
Samuel Eto’o on a two-year 
deal on a free transfer. The 
33-year-old striker was 
released by Chelsea at the 
end of last season and could 
face them at Goodison Park 
on Saturday.

PrEmIEr lEaguE

serve to love there was no 
indication of what was to  
follow. But with Cirstea  
striking the ball well and 
pushing Watson back behind 
the baseline, the 22-year-old 
from Guernsey won only one 
of the next 12 games.

Watson, who was the only 
Briton left in the women’s 
draw following Johanna  
Konta’s defeat the previous 
day, struggled with her serve, 
hitting eight double-faults, 
and made too many errors. 
Two years ago Watson beat 
Cirstea in Miami despite 
trailing 5-0 in the decid-
ing set, but such a recovery 
never looked possible here. 
The Briton double-faulted 
twice in the final game before  
Cirstea closed out victory 
in only 54 minutes with a 
thumping forehand return.

“The first few games were 
OK, but as soon as I got  
broken she started playing 
well the rest of the match,” 
Watson said. “I didn’t play 
very well. I made a lot of 
errors, a lot of double-faults. 
She hasn’t been in great form 
and I’ve been having a good 
year, so I didn’t expect to play 
like this.

“It was an opportunity on 

paper but she still played very 
well. I give her a lot of credit. 
I couldn’t find my serve. I’m 
not sure why. That’s definitely 
the best she’s played against 
me. I like playing against 
her, but she didn’t give me 
any breathing room today. I 
was pushed back and she also 
changed the direction well. I 
didn’t know which side she 
was going to hit to.”

Watson was clearly upset 
but tried to put the result 
into perspective – “It’s  
disappointing but it’s just 
another week” – and knows 
the rest of the year offers an 
excellent chance to improve 
her world ranking. She won 
only one match on the main 
tour in the last three months 
of 2013 so has very few rank-
ing points to defend in her 
next tournaments. She plans 
to play in Asia for four weeks, 
after which she may finish her 
season in October at the WTA 
event in Luxembourg.

Svetlana Kuznetsova, the 
champion here 10 years ago, 
lost in the first round for only 
the second time in her 12  
visits to Flushing Meadows. 
The world No 22 was beaten 
3-6, 6-2, 7-6 by New Zealand’s 
Marina Erakovic.

Heather 
Watson 
returns a 
shot against 
Romania’s 
sorana 
Cirstea 
during their 
first-round 
match at the 
us Open
gETTy
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Sport  / Football

At the club that has better 
strikers than any other in 
the Premier League, Stevan 
Jovetic finds himself pre-emi-
nent, and the Montenegrin 
said after his two goals against 
Liverpool on Monday he is 
repaying the debt to Man-
chester City for their faith 
last season.

The 24-year-old was the 
subject of interest from 
across Europe after a difficult 
first season with the Premier 
League champions. He strug-
gled with hamstring injuries 

Gym work pays dividends for rejuvenated Jovetic
Sam wallacE

while Alvaro Negredo’s star 
was in the ascendant and by 
the end of the season had 
just 13 league appearances 
and three league goals to his 
name. On the back of a strong 
pre-season and Sergio Ague-
ro’s tentative return to fitness, 
Jovetic has become the main 
man.

His two against Liverpool 
followed a strong performance 
against Newcastle, and is a far 
cry from last season when he 
scored his first league goals in 
January. “Last year was very, 
very difficult but that is past 
and I don’t even think about 
that,” Jovetic said. “I just con-

centrate on the future, and 
the next game, and hope I can 
continue like this.”

It was Manuel Pellegrini 
who said that it never crossed 
his mind to sell the player. 
Jovetic said: “It is most impor-
tant when the staff, the coach 
and the president are satisfied 
with you. When they believe 
in you, it is very important, 
and my way of saying thank 
you is to play well.”

He added: “The second goal 
[against Liverpool] was per-
fection. I played it to [David] 
Silva, then with Samir [Nasri] 
and continued, before finish-
ing with my left foot, which is 

strengthening his hamstrings, 
which has made him more 
durable for the demands of 
the Premier League. Once 
the season is in full flow and 
Aguero is back at full speed it 
will be hard to keep the Argen-
tine out of the side, but this is a 
City squad built on the princi-
ple of two top players for every 
position and there will be no 
shortage of games.

Jovetic was just 19 when 
he scored twice against Liv-
erpool for Fiorentina in the 
Champions League in 2009. 
He scored two more against 
Bayern Munich the following 
March and is another of those 

nice. The first goal was also 
nice. I celebrated with [Ale-
ksandar] Kolarov because he 
is my very good friend. When I 
came here he helped me a lot, 
and we are always together, 

along with Edin [Dzeko] and 
Matija [Nastasic]. Kolarov 
wasn’t on the pitch, so I went 
to the bench.”

Jovetic says that he has 
worked in  the gym on 

stevan 
Jovetic 
scores his 
second 
goal against 
Liverpool 
on Monday 
night
gETTy 

End of ‘golden 
generation’ that 
never was as 
Lampard quits

Sam wallacE
chief footbaLL 
correspondent

Comment

With Frank Lampard’s Eng-
land retirement, announced 
yesterday, the golden genera-
tion has finally become the 
olden generation: the show is 
over, the curtain is down and 
the music has stopped. None 
of those 16 young men with 
the bright future the then FA 
chief executive Adam Crozier 
predicted in 2001 is available 
for selection, or in the reckon-
ing, for England.

So passes into history 
another fragment of those days 
when New Labour enjoyed a 
vast majority, no one yet knew 
the taxpayer would have to 
bail out the banks or that Sven 
Goran Eriksson had discreet 
risers built into his Italian 
shoes. Back in 2001 it was Ger-
many who were more worried 
about their football future. 
Look how that worked out. 

C r o z i e r  w a s  u n s p e -
cific about who the golden 
generation was, but goodness 
knows the phrase stuck. The 
players hated it. The English 
football public came to resent 
it. No one has ever stopped 
using it.

To my mind, the golden gen-
eration was 16 players, born 
between November 1974 and 
November 1981, beginning 
with the oldest, Paul Scholes, 
to the youngest, Joe Cole, 
encompassing Nicky Butt, 
Gary Neville, David Beckham, 
Phil Neville, Emile Heskey, 
Jamie Carragher, Lampard, 
Rio Ferdinand, Kieron Dyer, 
Michael Owen, Steven Ger-
rard, John Terry, Ashley Cole 
and Owen Hargreaves.

There are other England 
players who fall into that age 
range – Michael Carrick, 
Gareth Barry and Scott Parker – 
but whose inclusion is difficult 
to justify because their inter-
national careers were not in 
ascendance at the time. Robbie 
Fowler’s England career ended 
in 2002. Jonathan Woodgate, 
Ledley King, Wayne Bridge, 
Alan Smith, Wes Brown and 
Danny Murphy just never won 
enough caps.

If ever there was a man 

who embodied the English 
public’s schizophrenic atti-
tude towards the golden gen-
eration then it was Lampard. 
For a while everything he did 
was right; and then he could 
do nothing right. When he 
played away games for Chel-
sea after the 2006 World Cup 
finals, opposing fans would 
often sing to him, “You let 
your country down” – and he 
hated it.

In 2005, Lampard was 
voted second behind Ronald-
inho in the Fifa world player 
of the year, the last time an 
Englishman has been in the 
top three in that particular 
award, now the Fifa Ballon 
D’or. He was photographed 
in the back of a private jet 
with the Brazilian and Sam-
uel Eto’o, who finished third, 
and the general consensus was 
that he belonged in that kind 
of company.

After the 2006 World Cup 
the mood changed and it feels 
like Lampard has been in a 
stand-off of varying degrees 
ever since. His club career 
ranks with the very best and 
he has the whole set when it 
comes to club honours: three 
Premier League titles, four FA 
Cups, two League Cups, the 
Champions League and the 
Europa League. He has 106 
caps for England and 29 goals, 

In 2005 Lampard was 
voted the world’s second 
best player. In 2006  
he was being jeered

ninth on the all-time goal-
scorers’ list and the highest-
ranking midfielder.

Lampard’s club career 
with Chelsea has  been 
an unqualified success; 
his international career is 
regarded by some as a failure. 
The golden generation have 

always fallen short when their 
tournament history is com-
pared with the expectations. 

But how wil l  they be 
regarded in another 13 years? 
Will English clubs ever pro-
duce another group of players 
like that? And will the interna-
tional careers of those such as 

Lampard improve with time 
and hindsight?

Those players belong to a 
different era when it comes 
to their early days as appren-
tices and young pros. Lamp-
ard has always been staunchly 
traditionalist, advocating 
a return to the days when 
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Athletic Bilbao’s locals-only 
transfer policy shows success 
does not need to be bought

Every transfer window 
throws up the same 
rallying cry: “We can’t 
compete if we don’t spend.” 
Manchester United’s 
failings are put down solely 
to underinvestment in the 
transfer market but no one 
asks why it has been so long 
since a local boy made good. 

If Athletic Bilbao get past 
Napoli tonight and make it 
into tomorrow’s Champions 
League group draw, then 
the achievement should go 
down as one of football’s 
minor miracles. A team 
that turns its back on the 
trappings of the transfer 
market and still holds its 
head above water would be 
one thing, but to make it to 
European football’s biggest 
club competition with a 
solely locally sourced squad 
ought to be a wake-up call 
to other teams. 

Athletic’s coach, Ernesto 
Valverde, could easily 
have become Barcelona 
coach this summer had 
he not committed himself 
to finishing the job of 
getting Athletic into the 
Champions League proper. 

He may still lose players, 
with Bayern Munich 
weighing up a move for the 
midfielder Ander Iturraspe. 
And Iker Munian, who 
scored in the 1-1 draw in 
Naples, is also not short of 
suitors. 

But Athletic’s Basque-
only transfer policy means 
there is little use in them 
selling players, because the 
transfer money cannot be 
spent beyond the region’s 
borders. As a consequence, 
only teams paying full buy-
out clauses, as Manchester 
United did for Ander 
Herrera, stand any chance 
of signing their players. 

Bayern will have to pay 
every euro of Iturraspe’s 
€40m (£32m) clause, 
just as they did for Javi 
Martinez two years ago. 
And if Athletic get past 
Rafa Benitez’s team tonight 
then the player himself will 
want to stay. That’s another 
benefit of home-grown 
players – they usually come 
with an in-built preference 
for succeeding at home 
rather than abroad.

All is not perfect and 
their new San Mames 
stadium, which will tonight 
be filled by 50,000 home 
supporters, is part of an EC 

inquiry into illegal state aid, 
as is their favourable tax 
status over La Liga rivals. 
But try standing in the 
cauldron of noise tonight as 
supporters roar on a team 
they really feel is theirs in 
every sense of the word and 
not thinking that perhaps 
they deserve a break. 

Young local players will 
thrive under Louis van Gaal 
at Manchester United, and 
Manchester City’s academy 
will eventually bear fruit. 
Athletic Bilbao should be 
cherished as the constant 
reminder that it is possible.

Di Maria is a Real loss
Not that “global” clubs 
can do without global 
superstars, which is exactly 
what Angel Di Maria is. 
He might not have been 
sprinkled with stardust in 
the same way as Leo Messi 
and Cristiano Ronaldo but 
he was just as influential 
for club and country last 
season, and the Real Madrid 
manager, Carlo Ancelotti, 
knows it.

On Monday night Real 
struggled to beat Cordoba 
– the team who finished 
seventh in last season’s 
Second Division and only 
qualified for the play-offs, 
which they won, because 
Barça B finished third. 
Ancelotti could be seen 
rollicking Gareth Bale for 
not tracking back and was 
uncharacteristically dour 
post-match. He knows Di 
Maria’s sale has made his 
life more difficult, just as it 
will make Van Gaal’s easier. 

Closing in on racism 
The wheels are small on 
Spanish football’s anti-
racism wagon and they 
turn very slowly, but next 
Sunday a landmark victory 
will be had in the opening 
fixture of UE Llagoestera’s 
season in the Second 
Division. They will play 
Leganes behind closed 
doors after being punished 
for the action of a supporter 
who in last season’s play-
offs was captured on film 
making gestures of a racist 
nature towards a Racing 
Santander player, Mamadou 
Kone. Ground closures 
affect innocent fans, but 
they are also the only way to 
drive home the seriousness 
of incidents that too many 
still believe are harmless.

A Different  
League
PETE jENsoN

Home-
growns 
prefer to 
succeed  
at home 
rather than 
abroad 

City players who will be under 
pressure to deliver in the com-
petition this season.

Pellegrini has managed 
Jovetic through the difficult 
times and now sees a player 
capable of helping City fulfil 
their ambitions. “He [Jovetic] 
is a very good player – that’s 
why we bought him last year 
[for £22m from Fiorentina],” 
the City manager said. “He 
was very unlucky last season, 
but now it is Alvaro Negredo 
who has been unlucky.

“This is why we have four 
strikers, as we play so many 
games. If you don’t have four, it 
can be difficult to score goals. I 
am glad for Stevan because he 
had a very difficult year, but I 
have always trusted him. A lot 
of teams wanted him this year, 
but we have always said no, he 
must stay here.”

Lucas Leiva’s agonising wait to 
leave Liverpool for the promise 
of regular football goes on, with 
the club’s determination to sell 
him causing napoli to give up all 
hope of a loan deal.

the midfielder did not make 
the bench for Liverpool’s match 
at Manchester City on Monday, 
after starting the opening game 
against southampton. the 
prospect of a reunion with his 
former manager Rafael Benitez 
at napoli appeared to be behind 
an enigmatic tweet he posted 
last month, depicting light at the 
end of a tunnel.

But napoli’s hopes of taking 
Lucas on loan have been dashed. 
they had been optimistic, 
despite the Brazilian’s feeling 
there are mixed messages 

as to whether he has a part 
to play at anfield, but only a 
straight sale is of interest to 
Liverpool. Benitez signed Lucas 
from gremio in 2007 but the 
southampton game was only his 
sixth start in the calendar year.

the players manager Brendan 
Rodgers is willing to release on 
loan are the promising 18-year-
old winger Jordan Ibe, who is 
destined for derby, and the 
defender sebastian Coates, who 
is set for sunderland. 

Lucas’ lack of playing time 
led to his omission from Brazil’s 
World Cup squad and he feels 
he has stagnated. He accepts 
that steven gerrard’s transition 
into a deep-lying midfielder has 
left him redundant at the club. 
 Ian Herbert

n o  l u c a s  loa n  b r a z i l i a n ’ s  n a p o l i  d e a l s c u p p e r e d 

youth-team players cleaned 
boots and mopped floors. 
The autobiographies of these 
players (and goodness knows, 
they all but did for that literary 
genre) detail a life far removed 
from today’s academy kids. 
Ferdinand tells one beguiling 
story about how the West Ham  

first-team squad would scram-
ble for the few decent bits of 
training kit of a morning.

Lampard has never yielded 
to the critics, part of his 
psychological make-up. His 
father Frank Snr, who won 
two caps for England, taught 
him early on the mentality 

required for the top level and 
he became one tough cookie. 
The early abuse at West Ham 
helped with that, a battle of 
wills in which Lampard has 
admirably never relented. He 
once described it as a mindset 
for people from his part of  
the world, anticipating that 
neither side would ever 
budge.

After Euro 2004, the mood 
was that he and his team-mates 
could make the semi-finals at 
least in 2006, and when it did 
not happen the golden gen-
eration dream started to sour 
for him and others. Lamp-
ard, unfairly, copped it more  
than many others. He will 
point, rightly, to the fact  
that he soldiered on to  
the age of 36 when many oth-
ers might have chosen to quit 
after Euro 2012, which he 
missed through injury.

For the golden generation, 
and Lampard, the quarter-
finals of a major tournament 
were regarded as a failure. 
That says a lot about the faith 
placed in them at the time. 
This summer the last eight 
would have been heralded as 
a great success. 

Frank 
Lampard 
won 106 
caps in an  
england 
career 
regarded by 
some as a 
failure aP 

106
Fa b u lo u s  F r a n K  
l a M pa r d  e n G l a n d  s TaT s

Caps won (debut v Belgium in 1999). 
Only six England players have more  

29
Goals scored. His first came v Croatia 

in 2003, his last v Ireland last year

40
Shots without scoring in a World Cup 

finals match (over 10 games)
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Gillingham 0

Newcastle United 1
Egan og 24

GLENN MOORE
at priestfield stadium

Egan unlucky 
as Newcastle 
survive a tester

When a team has failed to 
score in its opening two 
matches Gillingham are the 
most accommodating of 
opponents. Last night they 
eased Newcastle’s passage 
into the third round of the 
Capital One Cup with their 
fourth own goal in six matches 
this embryonic season. 

Wo r r y i n g ly fo r  A l a n 
Pardew that was the only 
goal his team scored despite  
dominating possession against 
their League One opponents. 
Summer signings Emmanuel 
Riviere and Siem de Jong were 
anonymous and Newcastle 
needed a sharp save from Tim 
Krul to avoid extra-time.

The Magpies have not 
reached the fifth round in 
either domestic cup since 
Mike Ashley’s takeover seven 
years ago and, at times, have 
not appeared interested in 
doing so. 

T h i s  t i m e ,  h oweve r,  
manager Pardew fielded a 
strong team, albeit one with 
six changes from Saturday’s 
0-0 draw at Villa Park and, in 

teenager Rolando Aarons, a full  
debutant. The winger made 
an immediate impact as he 
and Gabriel Obertan attacked 
the space behind Gillingham’s 
wing-backs. The Gills are 
another team to play three at 
the back this season, though 
not just because it is fashion-
able, manager Peter Taylor has 
long been a fan.

The system is, though, vul-
nerable to good wing-play and 
Newcastle’s approach paid off 
on 24 minutes. Obertan wrig-
gled his way through on the 
right and his cross was turned 
into his own net by John Egan 
who, until this summer, was on  
Sunderland’s books. 

Stephen Bywater denied 
Riviere and Aarons before 
watching in awe and relief as 
Massadio Haidara’s 35-yard 
fizzer rattled the bar. Thus 
Gills were still in the game 
in the 70th minute when 
Krul had to make a very good 
save from substitute Luke  
Norris. That, though, was 
it and the second meeting 
between the teams ended 
like the first, in 1977, with  
Newcastle a goal to the good, 
albeit an own goal.
Gillingham (3-4-1-2) Bywater; legge, 
egan; davies; fish, Hessenthaler, pritchard 
(a.morris, h-t), Hause; dack; Kedwell (norris, 
65), mcdonald (german, 65). Substitutes 
not used mcglashan, g.morris, Hoye, dick-
enson. Newcastle (4-2-3-1) Krul; Janmaat, 
Coloccini, taylor, Haidara; sissoko, abied; 
Obertan, de Jong (perez, 67), aarons (Cabella, 
58); riviere (gouffran, 85). Substitutes not 
used elliot, anita, ferreyra, dummett.
Referee O langford (West midlands).

newcastle’s massadio Haidara challenges danny Kedwell, of 
gillingham during last night’s tie at the priestfield GETTY

Van Gaal is 
humiliated 
after Evans’ 
error sparks 
four-goal 
drubbing

United may offer Kagawa in Vidal deal

Manchester United may 
attempt to use a makeweight 
in any deal to sign Arturo 
Vidal from Juventus, with 
their concerns about the 
player’s fitness likely to make 
a straight cash deal difficult to 
seal.

Shinji  Kagawa, whom 
manager Louis van Gaal 

pointedly declared at the 
weekend had been incapable 
of  operat ing in  a  new 
designated central position, 
could possibly be used to 
secure a breakthrough, 
with the €40m (£32m) the 
Turin side are likely to want 
seemingly unrealistic. 

With Milan’s Nigel de 
Jong not on United’s list, 
Vidal appears to be United’s 
only option, though the Ajax 

player Daley Blind – another 
possible 11th-hour target – 
can also operate in midfield. 
Juventus have not asked 
about Javier Hernandez as a 
possible bargaining chip in 
any deal.

Van Gaal declared last 
night that United’s new 
British record signing Angel 
Di Maria would allow the 
club to begin striking fear 
into opposition defences once 

again. United declared that 
the agreed fee for Di Maria 
was £59.7m, though sources 
at Real Madrid last night 
indicated that with add-ons 
the figure would rise to by a 
further £7.1m to £66.8m.

The club announced shortly 
before the humiliating 4-
0 defeat to MK Dons, that 
terms had been agreed, 
making Di Maria a United 
player.Van Gaal said of 

Louis van Gaal had anticipated 
difficulties but nothing like 
this. An evening which began 
with Manchester United pro-
claiming how they had broken 
the British transfer record 
ended with a humiliating and 
emphatic League Cup exit 
for which he carries personal 
responsibility.

When Liverpool played 
Notts County at the same 
stage last season they fielded 
a first team, knowing the 
long empty weeks ahead. 
Van Gaal dispensed with 
game-changing players and 
instead watched a youthful 
defence submit itself to car-

MK Dons 4
Grigg 25, 63, Afobe 70, 84

Manchester United 0

IaN HERbERT
at stadium mK

nage – erring again and again 
to deliver United, Champions 
League finalists a mere four 
years ago, to a new and des-
perate low.

For older heads, the mem-
ory of what the League Cup 
second round feels like had 
not receded. It was in 1995 
United last played at this 
stage, losing 3-0 at home to 
York City, 4-3 across the two 
legs, and scuttling out of the 
competition. 

This did not feel so very 
different. The fear which has 
been eating away at the fabric 
of the club for over a year is 
relentless. A starting XI con-
taining Javier Hernandez, 
Danny Welbeck, Anderson 
and Shinji Kagawa – who all 
seem to be on their way out 
of Old Trafford if suitors can 
be found by Monday – is not 
conducive to expressive, con-
fident football.

They began  br ight ly 
enough, speculative shots 

from Hernandez and Nick 
Powell reflecting some kind 
of intent, but then disap-
peared down the familiar 
black hole of indecision and 
apathy. The MK Dons central 
midfield combination of Dele 
Alli – the locally born England 
Under-18 international, who 
was being watched by Bayern 
Munich last night – and Dar-
ren Potter assumed a control 
that United could not wrest 
from them. Kagawa’s depar-
ture with a head injury after 
a clattering challenge from 
Alli was significant only in the 
opportunity it created to send 
in Adnan Januzaj – source of a 
little invention .

The goal which took the 
League One side in front 
was a metaphor for the for-
lorn sight that United have 
become. Jonny Evans, the 
part of the defensive inherit-
ance whom Van Gaal seems 
to value most, was attempt-
ing to play the ball out of his 

own penalty area in the new 
United way when, under no 
real pressure, he allowed the 
lurking Ben Reeves to stick 
out a foot and intercept it. 
Reeves quickly found Will 
Grigg – on a season-long loan 
from Brentford – who did not 
waste the moment which will 
always live with him. 

 Thereafter Powell struck 
another sweet shot just 
beyond the half hour. David de 
Gea saved comfortably from 
Dean Bowditch and two fairly 
evenly matched teams – one 
with a wage bill of £180m; the 
other £3m – went about their 
business up to half-time.

Van Gaal had equipped 
himself with very little to get 
himself out of this hole. Of 
those still on the bench, only 
Wilfried Zaha was a recog-
nised elite player. It was 18-
year-olds, Belgian Andreas 
Perreira and James Wilson, 
the striker in whom Ryan 
Giggs showed faith as interim 

IaN HERbERT
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Millwall 0

Southampton 2
Cork 53, Pelle 90

sTEvE ToNguE
at the den

Cork pops up and 
fires Saints to live 
up to exalted status

In a reversal of usual League 
Cup practice, it was the Pre-
mier League club who chose to 
field something approaching 
their strongest side here last 
night, while the Champion-
ship team made nine changes 
amid what their manager, Ian 
Holloway, called the “extreme 
physical test” of seven games 
in 22 days.

Not surprisingly in the cir-
cumstances, rank was pulled, 
although it took Southampton 
an awfully long time to make it 
count in a tie that finally pro-
vided some entertainment in 
the second half for a crowd of 
only just over 6,000.

Southampton have suffered 
several defeats by lower divi-
sion sides in recent years. 
Whether aware of that or not, 
their new manager, Ronald 
Koeman, stuck with eight 
of the side who had drawn 
with West Bromwich Albion 
on Saturday, even if strong 
words may have been neces-
sary at half-time to produce 
the desired result. 

Far from being overawed, 
Millwall’s youngsters made 
by far the best opportunity 
of a dull first half. A long punt 
from their goalkeeper David 
Forde bypassed the whole 
Southampton team to leave 
Magaye Gueye clear, but the 
former Everton man miscued 
hopelessly wide.

Other than that it was poor 
fare, which Koeman tried to 
improve on with the introduc-
tion at half-time of midfielder 
Jack Cork for the more defen-
sive Victor Wanayama.

The substitution worked 
better than he could have 
hoped when Cork rose to 
head the visitors in front from 
Dusan Tadic’s corner only six 
minutes after coming on.

There was more excite-
ment in that period than 
during the whole of the first 
half, as Southampton finally 
disturbed the home defence. 
Forde had to save twice, 
from Tadic and the powerful 
Graziano Pelle, the latter then 
clipping a post from Nathan-
iel Clyne’s cross. They were 
still unable to relax until Pelle 
scored in added time. 
Millwall (4-4-2): Forde; hoyte, Williams, 
Webster, Briggs; Powell, abdou (thompson, 
76), Chaplow (O’Brien, 63), easter; Marquis, 
gueye (Onyedinma, 63). substitutes not 
used godfrey, gerra, goodman, siafa.
southampton (4-4-2): Forster; Clyne, 
yoshida, Fonte, targett; s davis, Wanyama 
(Cork, 46), Ward-Prowse, Isgrove (tadic, 28); 
Pelle, Long. substitutes not used davis, 
gardos, Ramirez, taider, stephens.
Referee d Whitestone (northamptonshire). 

West Ham, Leicester and 
Burnley are all humbled

saul bRookfIElD
 

Round-up

Manchester United were 
not the only Premier League 
side to suffer Capital One 
Cup humiliation last night as 
Burnley, Leicester and West 
Ham made early exits.

City were undone 1-0 by 
Shrewsbury Town at the 
King Power Stadium, Andy 
Mangan scoring the winner 
seven minutes before half-
time with a free-kick for the 
League Two side. 

Burnley, like Leicester 
newly promoted to the top 
flight, were beaten 1-0 by 
Sheffield Wednesday at Turf 
Moor. Atdhe Nuhiu got the 
winner with a 78th-minute 
penalty after defender Jason 
Shackell had fouled Jeremy 
Helan in the box. 

Sean Dyche’s side had been 
in the ascendancy at the time 
but the contest overall was 

fairly even and the visitors had 
gone close when Burnley’s 
Kevin Long struck the frame 
of his own goal. 

West Ham lost on penalties 
at home to Sheffield United 
after the game finished 1-1 
after extra time.

Bafétimbi Gomis scored 
his first goal for Swansea as 
they saw off Championship 
side Rotherham 1-0. The 29-
year-old slid a shot past Scott 
Loach after a neat turn inside 
the box to put the Premier 
League side ahead.

League One Doncaster won 
1-0 at Championship side 
Watford. Rovers took the lead 
with a Nathan Tyson penalty 
on 12 minutes after a Kyle Ben-
nett foul. Watford equalised 
through Lloyd Dyer on the 
half-hour but Liam Wakefield 
popped up with Rovers’ win-
ner on 51 minutes. 

Fulham got their first win of 
the season, 1-0 at Brentford, 
thanks to a goal from £11m 
signing Ross McCormack, 
his first for the club.

Gayle swift 
to restore 
Palace’s 
sparkle 
with treble 

Walsall 0

Crystal Palace 3 
Gayle 7, 25, 41

sIMoN HaRT
at Banks’s stadIuM

They remain managerless 
and pointless in the Premier 
League but Crystal Palace 
at least avoided a potential 
embarrassment in their Capi-
tal One Cup tie at Walsall last 
night thanks to a first-half hat-
trick by Dwight Gayle.

On his first start of the sea-
son, Gayle took just 41 min-
utes to complete his treble and 
earn the south London side 
their first win since April. 

With Palace hoping to 
have a manager in place for 
Saturday’s trip to Newcastle, 
caretaker Keith Millen took 
charge for probably the final 
time and made nine changes 
from the weekend home loss 
to West Ham. Gayle certainly 
boosted his prospects of start-
ing under the new man – who-
ever that may be – with some 
sharp finishing reminiscent 
of the night of “Crystanbul” 
when his two goals shattered 
Liverpool’s title dreams and 
capped his promising first 
Premier League campaign.

Gayle gave Palace the lead 
after seven minutes after 
Adlene Guedioura’s quickly 
taken free-kick put him clear 
down the right and he drilled 
a low shot across goalkeeper 
Richard O’Donnell into the 
far corner. As with the first, 
his second goal came fol-
lowing a free-kick conceded 
by Walsall’s captain, Adam 
Chambers, Gayle this time 
driving the ball through a 
porous home wall and past 
O’Donnell at his near post. 

Gayle completed his hat-
trick when turning centre-
back Paul Downing inside 
out before finishing low past 
O’Donnell.

Walsa l l ’s  s tar t ing XI 
included Billy Clifford, who 
once took a grenade into the 
Chelsea training ground dur-
ing his days as a Stamford 
Bridge reserve. Walsall have 
rather less firepower, winless 
in League One, and their luck 
did not change.
Walsall (4-2-3-1): O’donnell; kinsella, down-
ing, holden, taylor; Clifford (Flanagan, 61), 
Chambers; grimes, sawyers (Baxendale, 61), 
Forde (Benning, 75); Bradshaw.  substitutes 
not used Macgillvary (gk), O’Connor, Morris, 
Bakayoko.
Crystal Palace (4-4-1-1): hennessey; Mari-
appa, McCarthy, delaney (hangeland, 46), 
Binnom-Williams; Williams (garvan, 74), 
guedioura, Bannan, thomas; Murray; gayle 
(gray, 62). substitutes not used kettings 
(gk), Boateng, kaikai, Puncheon.
Referee d drysdale (Lincolnshire).

his new signing: “He is 
a tremendously fast and 
incisive left-footed player 
who puts fear into the most 
accomplished defence. 
His dribbling skills and his 
ability to take on and beat 
opponents are a joy to watch. 
He is an excellent addition to 
the team.”

Di Maria insisted that 
United were “the only club 
that I would have left Real 
Madrid for” – a remarkable 
statement, considering that 
he was the outstanding player 
in last season’s Champions 
League final and United 

are not even in this season’s 
Europa League. Wages can 
have that kind of effect on a 
player. The Argentine will 
command around £200,000 
a week, with the package 
probably taking him closer to 
Robin van Persie and Wayne 
Rooney’s £240,000 a week 
than that.

Di Maria will join up with 
his new United team-mates 
at training today and the 
club hope to formalise his 
work permit and registration 
by noon on Friday if he is to 
figure against Burnley on 
Saturday. 

Angel Di Maria 
(above) may play 
on Saturday but 
Marcos Rojo 
may have to wait

manager, he sent in. The night 
could have been over before 
it was 50 minutes old if Evans 
had been penalised when the 
strong Bowditch’s shot inside 
the area struck his left arm. 
The home side’s appeals for a 
penalty were entirely valid.  

United had not nearly begun 
to lay siege to the Dons’ goal 
when the defence capitulated 
in another pitiful way. The ball 
was conceded weakly on the 
right flank, allowing Danny 
Powell and Dean Lewington 
to work the ball rapidly from 
their own half and release 
Reeves down the right to 
dispatch a cross which Grigg 
chested in. 

It said everything about 
the chaos in United’s defence 
that Anderson was nearest to 
Grigg when he finished. The 
humiliation was close to com-
plete when Reece James con-
ceded possession and allowed 
George Baldock and Reeves 
to work the ball through the 

right hand channel for Benik 
Afobe to score once again.

Marnik Vermijl was the 
humiliated defender when 
the fourth went in – allowing 
a speculative long ball to strike 
him on the back and then find-
ing Afobe bulldozing past him 
and a helpless Evans to make 
it four. 

Van Gaal was insistent late 
last night that this is a matter 
of course and that things will 
turn, though precisely where 
United turn it is hard to know. 
The home supporters will not 
forget their part in the mar-
gins of Manchester United 
history. The entire squad 
wage roster here is £50,000 
a week: a quarter of the salary 
Di Maria will command.
Mk Dons (4-2-3-1) Martin; Baldock, Lewing-
ton, kay, McFadzean; alli, Potter; Bowditch 
(Powell 56), Reeves, Carruthers (green 61); 
grigg (afobe 68). substitutes not used 
McLoughlin, spence, Randall, hitchcock.
Manchester united (3-4-1-2) de gea; M 
keane, evans, Vermijl; Janko (a Pereira 45), 
Powell (Wilson 57), anderson, James; kagawa 
(Januzaj 20); hernandez, Welbeck. substi-
tutes not used amos, Mcnair, thorpe, Zaha.
Referee s attwell (Warwickshire).

Will grigg 
celebrates 
the first of 
his two and 
Mk dons’ 
four goals 
that knocked 
Manchester 
united out 
last night 
REuTERs
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> Continued from P.64 

Arsenal

Besiktas
Probable Emirates teams  First leg 0-0
Kick-off 7.45pm Referee P Proenca (Port) 
Television sky sports 5 
Suspended: Arsenal Ramsey

Tolga

Gulum Franco
KoybasiMotta

Kavlak Ozyakup

Hutchinson PektemekOlcay

Ba

SzczesnyThe high-stakes games, which 
define seasons and futures, 
are meant to come in April 
not August. And yet Arsenal, 
through little fault of their 
own, find themselves with far 
too much on the line against 
Besiktas at the Emirates this 
evening, knowing that they 
need to win.

The Champions League 
play-off match is a more lucra-
tive game than any that will 
be played for the next nine 
months, guaranteeing £25m 
for participation in the group 
stage. Arsenal have played at 
that stage for the last 16 years 
and, as Arsène Wenger made 
clear yesterday, the prestige at 
stake matters at least as much 
as the money.

“For us it is very important,” 
said the Arsenal manager at 
his pre-match press confer-
ence. “We want to play at 
the top level, at international 
level, so it is a very important 
game. More on the sporting 
side than the financial side. 
The task is clear, and we know 
we can do it. So let’s do it.”

Arsenal’s task, of course, 
is to win. Their 0-0 draw in 
Istanbul last week means 
that a score draw would knock 
them out, and they know that 
they have to play better this 
evening than they did at the 
Olympic Stadium, on Istan-
bul’s western outskirts. 

“It was one of our first 
games this season so the 
technical side of our game 
can improve from that per-
formance,” admitted Alex 
Oxlade-Chamberlain, likely 

to be drafted into midfield this 
evening to fill the gaps left by 
Aaron Ramsey and Mikel 
Arteta. “It was a tough pitch 
to play on, but no excuses. We 
should have passed the ball 
better than we did. We have 
to improve the speed at which 
we move the ball. The fluidity 
wasn’t at the highest. It wasn’t 
a terrible performance, but we 
are capable of more.”

The problem is that Ars-
enal will have to do more with 
less. Arteta is missing with an 
ankle injury sustained after a 
heavy tackle from Demba Ba 
in Istanbul last week. Ramsey 
is suspended after picking up 
two bookings as Arsenal tried 
to stem the tide in the first 
leg. Those are Arsenal’s two 
most important midfielders 
and the team certainly looks 
less solid without them. With 

no Olivier Giroud for the next 
four months, Alexis Sanchez 
is likely to play up front.

Mathieu Flamini and Jack 
Wilshere will have a difficult 
evening, especially with 
Besiktas’s best player, the 
Canadian midfielder Atiba 
Hutchinson, back in the 
side, having missed the first 
leg through injury. Along with 
the former Arsenal youngster 
Oguzhan Ozyakup and Aus-
trian Veli Kavlak they should 
be able to cause Arsenal prob-
lems, on a slick pitch that will 
help the visitors almost as 
much as the hosts.

Wenger said that his remod-
elled midfield must show the 
right balance of skill and 
fight to keep Arsenal domi-
nant throughout the match. 
“We will have to be ready for 
a battle in midfield because 

Arsenal know Besiktas battle 
is a season-defining fixture 

‘As soon as 
you have a 
problem, 
people want 
you to buy’

about him. Rémy nearly joined 
Liverpool last month but 
the move fell through amid 
claims he failed a medical, 
though the 27-year-old has 
started both of QPR’s Premier 
League games this season.

Wilfried Bony, at Swansea 
City, would be more expensive 
but after 25 goals in his first 
season in English football 
would be a ready-made 
alternative to Giroud as a
conventional No 9. Swansea 
already have a replacement 
s h o u l d  B o ny l e ave  i n 
Bafétimbi Gomis, who joined 
this summer from Lyons.

The most ambitious tar-
get for Arsenal would be 
Monaco’s Radamel Falcao 
but if they were even to 
take the Colombian on 
loan they would have to 
pay a substantial loan fee.

Wenger did warn yesterday 
that spending was not the 
answer to every problem. 
Asked whether United 
breaking the British transfer 
record by signing Angel Di 
Maria from Real for £59.7m 
was a cause for celebration, 
Wenger said that quality was 
always more important than a 
price tag.

“In England as soon as 
you have a problem people 
want you to buy,”  Wenger 
said. “Unfortunately, I can 
give you clubs with plenty 
of players who every time 
they lose say they have to 
buy more. But if you give the 
number of strikers we have it 
is unbelievable. It shows that 
we have a financial potential 
that is one of the highest in 
Europe, that is quite good.” 

For the time being Arsenal 
will have to stick with Alexis 
Sanchez, Yaya Sanogo, Joel 
Campbell and Lukas Podolski 
before they sign a replacement. 
While Sanchez struggled 
as a No 9 at Goodison Park, 
Wenger said he was confident 
about his use there in the future 
and would not lose faith after 
one ordinary performance.

Of Giroud’s injury, Wenger 
added: “He had a medical 
check and we needed to have 
further investigation. The first 
news is not fantastic, but I am 
not a doctor. So I wait for the 
complete examination and 
decision for how long he will 
be out. It’s sad for us.

“It  is  accidental ,” he 
added. “You cannot plan 
to get an injury like that, in 
the 94th minute. I still don’t 
understand how he did it. He 
overstretched his ankle. It was 
on the ball, not a contact.”

jACK PITT-bRooKE

Wenger admits his below-strength side will have to improve on last week’s show to pass Turkish test
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Celtic crash 
out again 
for second 
exit from 
Europe

Celtic were dramatically 
k n o c k e d  o u t  o f  t h e 
Champions League for the 
second time this season with 
a play-off defeat to Maribor 
taking the visitors through  
2-1 on aggregate.

The Hoops were beaten 6-1 
on aggregate by Legia Warsaw 
in the third qualifier but were 
reinstated after the Polish 
club were effectively thrown 
out by Uefa for fielding a 
player who should have been 
suspended in the second leg 
at Murrayfield.

Confident following their  
1 - 1  d r a w  i n  S l o v e n i a 
last  week, the Scottish 
champions were booed off 
at half-time following 45 
minutes of struggle.

The introduction of Kris 
Commons at the start of the 
second half for Beram Kayal 
saw a vast improvement but 
Maribor’s captain, Marcos 
Tavares, grabbed the crucial 
goal in the 75th minute, 
costing the Glasgow club 
around £20m in revenue but 
much more in reputation as 
the spotlight falls on manager 
Ronny Deila.

Commons had the crowd 
on their feet in the 65th 
minute with a left-footed 
drive from 30 yards which 
just cleared the bar. However, 
Celtic Park was stunned 
when Maribor took the lead, 
the Slovenian side capitalising 
on Celtic’s inability to clear 
their penalty area when 
Tavares’ shot appeared to take 
a deflection before looping 
over goalkeeper Craig Gordon 
and into the net.

In the desperate last stages 
Efe Ambrose headed an 
Anthony Stokes free-kick 
past the near post, then 
Tavares blasted over from 12 
yards when he ought to have 
scored. 

Celtic will go into the draw 
for the Europa League – but 
that will be scant consolation 
for the angry fans who made 
their feelings known at the 
final whistle.
Celtic gordon; Lustig (Boerrigter, 72), ambrose, 
Van dijk, Izaguirre, Mcgregor, Mulgrew, 
Johansen, Kayal (Commons, h-t), Berget 
(Matthews, 66), stokes. Substitutes not used 
Zaluska, Biton, denayer, griffiths.
Maribor Handanovic; stojanovic, Rajcevic, 
suler, Viler, Vrsic (Bohar, 83),Mertelj, Filipovic, 
Ibraimi, Mendy, tavares (dervisevic, 89). 
Substitutes not used Cotman,Mejac, sallalich, 
Zahovic, Bohar, arghus.
Referee V Kassai (Hungary).

Celtic 0

Maribor 1
Tavares 75
Maribor win 2-1 on aggregate

RoNNIE ESPlIN
at CeLtIC paRK

they gave us one [last week],” 
Wenger said. “As Alex told 
you, we like to move the ball 
quicker than we did in the 
first game. We are techni-
cally equipped to do it, but we 
need to defend well together 
and therefore you need to be 
ready for the battle.”

It is rather unfortunate for 
Arsenal to be in this position 
so early into the season, espe-
cially when they have begun 
the season acceptably well. 
There were important wins 
– the first of which yielded 
a trophy (the Community 
Shield) – and then two very 
creditable draws. Merseyside 
and Istanbul are some way 
apart but they are both port 
cities that take their football 
very seriously, and Everton 
and Besiktas are two very use-
ful sides.

And yet, despite all that, 
Arsenal find themselves in a 
position that will take some 
escaping from. These games 
have never caused Arsenal 
much trouble in the past – they 
had won all six play-offs and all 
12 matches in which they had 
been involved before the 0-0 
draw last week.

Always having had a first-
leg lead, then, Arsenal are on 
new territory now. The closest 
comparison is with Udinese, 
three years ago, when Arsenal 

won just 1-0 at the Emirates 
and had to go to Udine, in the 
draining heat, and save a pen-
alty before winning the game 
in the second half.

“The second leg was very 
hot,  unbelievably hot,” 
Wenger said, recalling it as 
their hardest play-off game. 
“They missed a penalty, they 
missed chances. It is always 
a difficult occasion. It was 
a dramatic game and it was 
tough.”

Arsenal have improved 
since then – that was the 
same week as the 8-2 defeat 
to Manchester United – but all 
of their recent gains, of add-
ing two world-class players 
in Mesut Özil and Sanchez, 
of winning the FA Cup and 
the Community Shield this 
summer, will be tested and 
re-evaluated this evening, as 
Arsenal show if their mental-
ity has developed or not.

Slaven Bilic, of course, 
talked up Arsenal last night 
at his own press conference 
at the Emirates. Repeatedly 
referring to them as one of the 
biggest sides in the world, the 
Besiktas manager massaged 
expectations – “we are not 
favourites, they are favourites, 
they are Arsenal” – and further 
increased the size of the scalp 
he might take tonight.

“It is a big game for them 

but a big game for us as well,” 
said Bilic, already a hero to the 
Besiktas fans. “We showed 
from our first-leg performance 
that we are capable of giving 
them a game. We are full of 
hope for tomorrow, and that 
we play on such a huge ground 
and a great stadium, against 
one of the biggest clubs in the 
world on their home soil. We 
have a dream and we have a 
hope, but it is a plan as well, 
and we are going to do every-
thing to fulfil it.”

Wenger, of course, has his 
own plan. And he has home 
advantage, better and more 
experienced players and a 
long track record of success 
in the Champions League. 
“Experience plays a big part,” 
as Wenger said, “and we can 
use that tomorrow, but what 
is more important is putting in 
a good, strong performance.” 
While the away-goal threat 
lingers, they will certainly 
need to. 

We have a 
dream and 
we have a 
hope, but 
we have a 
plan as 
well 

Alex oxlade-Chamberlain 
(Aug 2013)
Winger sat out five months with 
knee injury picked up against 
aston Villa.

lukas Podolski (Aug 2013)
unavailable for four months 
owing to hamstring complaint. 

Santi Cazorla (Sept 2013)
suffered foot injury in training 
and was out for a month.

Aaron Ramsey (Dec 2013)
Missed three and a half months 
last season after straining thigh 
at West Ham.

Theo Walcott (Jan 2014)
Has been out for seven months 
since suffering knee injury 
against spurs.

Jack Wilshere (Mar 2014)
Midfielder broke foot playing for 
england against denmark and 
missed two months of action.

g u n n e r s ’ c a s ua lt y l i s t
w e n g e r ’ s  r ec e n t wo e s

a r s e n a l ta rg e t s  fo u r 
who may replace giroud

 1 loïc Rémy
Rémy has impressed in spells 
at Queen’s Park Rangers and 
Newcastle United, showing 
real pace in behind defences 
and an eye for goal which 
would make him different 
from Arsenal’s current for-
wards. They could easily trig-
ger his £8.5m release clause, 
but Arsène Wenger has some 
reservations about bringing 
him to the Emirates.

2 Wilfried Bony
The Swansea man surprised 
many with just how quickly 
he has adjusted to the English 
game and in terms of profile 
he would naturally fit into the 
gap left by olivier Giroud. 
Bony is similarly well built 
and effective with his back 
to goal, and probably a more 
natural goal-scorer judging by 
his 25 strikes last season.

3 Danny Welbeck
Wenger is a long-standing 
admirer of Manchester 
United’s talented young 
forward, whose pace, skill 
and imagination would fit 
well into Arsenal’s team. 
 Welbeck has not made him-
self indispensable to United 
and does not feature highly in 
louis van Gaal’s plans, which 
means Arsenal may be able to 
convince them to part with 
him for £16m.

4 Radamel Falcao
The best attainable No 9 in 
European football, Radamel 
Falcao has been a target for 
Real Madrid all summer and 
Arsenal could beat them to 
the Monaco player’s signa-
ture. Although he missed 
most of the year – and the 
World Cup finals – with a 
knee ligament injury, Arsenal 
could sign the Colombian on 
loan, though they would not 
get much change from £20m 
in that deal.

4
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Welbeck in 
Arsenal’s 
sights after 
Giroud 
injury blow

Arsenal fear that striker 
Olivier Giroud will be out with 
an ankle injury until the new 
year, leaving manager Arsène 
Wenger preparing a move for 
Manchester United’s Danny 
Welbeck in the final few 
days of the transfer window.

Giroud was last night 
undergoing tests  on a 
suspected broken ankle 
sustained in the 2-2 draw at 
Everton on Saturday, but 
Arsenal are braced for the 
worst, which would rule out 
their main centre-forward 
for the rest of the year.

We n g e r  w a s  c o y  a t 
yes terday ’s  pre -match 
press conference for the 
Champions League qualifier 
at home to Besiktas tonight 
and said he was waiting for 
“further investigation” of 
Giroud’s injury to his tibia, 
adding that he was “not in 
the mode to be [talking] 
about buying or selling”. 
However, it is now almost 
inconceivable that Arsenal 
will not seek reinforcements 
before the transfer window 
closes on Monday night.

Arsenal  have a long-
standing interest in Welbeck, 
whom Louis van Gaal would 
be willing to part with. 
Welbeck would be open to 
joining but United are very 
reluctant to sell him to a 
main rival, especially after 
Arsenal blocked their move 
for Thomas Vermaelen. They 
would therefore demand 
up to £16m for the 23-year-
old England international. 
Arsenal’s current valuation is 
thought to be closer to £12m. 

Queen’s Park Rangers 
striker Loïc Rémy would be far 
cheaper, as he has an £8.5m 
release clause in his contract 
to move to a Champions 
League club, but Wenger 
has considered signing the 
France striker in the past and 
is thought to have reservations
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Louis van gaal (right) and Ryan giggs  watch in horror as their Manchester united side are humbled by MK dons in the Capital One Cup last night GETTY IMaGES


