
Secret wedding Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt have married on their estate in Provence. The couple’s six children had roles
at the ceremony, which took place last Saturday in a small chapel at Château Miraval, near the village of Correns Page 3

Cameron
braced for
more Ukip
defections
Maverick MP forces crucial by-election

David Cameron has been warned to
bracehimself formoredefections in the
coming months after a leading Con-
servative MP stunned Westminster by
quitting his seat and switching to Ukip.
Douglas Carswell, a maverick intel-

lectual and virulent Eurosceptic, said
thathehad lost faith in theprimeminis-
ter, who is struggling to hold together
his party’s truce over Europe.
Nigel Farage, the Ukip leader,

promised further defections. One
Conservative Eurosceptic said that Mr
Farage was hoping to announce
anotheron theeveofnextmonth’sTory
party conference.
The move caught Mr Cameron and

his team unawares as they travelled to
Scotlandyesterdaymorning for a refer-
endum event. It triggered a panicked
ring-round of troublemakers by Tory
whips, who failed to identify any more
MPs preparing to switch sides.
In a decision calculated to derail the

party’s autumn election preparation,
Mr Carswell announced his intention
to quit parliament immediately and
trigger a by-election in his Essex seat of
Clacton, which he won in 2010 with a
solid 12,068 majority.
The date of the ballot, to be decided

by the Conservatives and likely to be in
mid-October, will overshadow the final

party conference season before polling
day. It will divert Conservative resour-
ces and energy for a battle which,
experts said, Ukip is almost certain to
win, securing the party its first elected
MP.
Announcing his defection, Mr

Carswell set out a litany of criticism of
the prime minister. He said that he did
not believe the EU policy was sincere,
and that the leadership wanted to
secure “just enough” to pretend that
change was happening.
“No one cheered David Cameron’s

Bloomberg speech [in January 2013]
more loudly thanme . . . but there’s been
nothing since. They haven’t thought it
through.There is aworldof changeand
opportunity out there . . . ministers are
simply not up to giving us the kind of
realignment we need.”
Mr Carswell said that it would have

been easier for him to “muddle along”
asaTorybackbencheruntilMay, buthe
wanted to do the honourable thing.
No 10 appeared relieved last night

that there appeared to be little appetite
among other Tory Eurosceptics to fol-
low suit, saying that most had publicly
condemned Mr Carswell’s decision.
However, it threatened to push

Europe andUkip to the fore of thenews
agenda, just as senior Conservatives
were starting to welcome the lower
Continued on page 5, col 3

Rotherham ‘seized files in grooming cover-up’
Andrew Norfolk, Billy Kenber

Senior staff at Rotherham council
ordered a raid on one of their offices to
remove case files and wipe computer
records detailing the scale and severity
of the town’s sex-grooming crisis,
sources have told The Times.
Details of what frontline staff viewed

as a high-level cover-up are revealed
today after an independent inquiry
which found that 1,400 children fell
victim to grotesque levels of violence
and abuse in the South Yorkshire town.

The Times has learnt that in 2002 an
extraordinary raid was carried out at
the office of Risky Business, Rother-
ham council’s specialist youth service,
which offered one-to-one help and
support to vulnerable teenage girls.
It took place shortly after senior

police and council staff became aware
of the contents of the draft report of a
2000-01 research project that found
damning evidence of a hidden child sex
abuse scandal.
The only items removed during the

raid were the files — detailing victims,

offenders and how individual cases
were handled by the child-protection
authorities—fromwhich the research-
er’s findings were drawn.
The draft report was intended to

form part of a national Home Office
pilot project on child sexual exploita-
tion in several English towns. The
chapter onRotherhamremains unpub-
lished to this day.
After the Risky Business files were

removed, the researcher claims that
senior council officials ordered her to
“remove or rewrite” sections of the

report, which was highly critical of the
repeated failure of police and social
services toprotect children fromidenti-
fied abusers of Pakistani origin. She
refused to do so.
David Cameron and Nick Clegg

added their voices yesterday to calls for
ShaunWright, SouthYorkshire’s police
and crime commissioner, to resign
amid outrage that no one who now
holds or previously held a key role at
Rotherham council has been disci-
plined for failing to prevent child abuse.
Several former Rotherham officials

are now working in child protection at
other local authorities, including Jackie
Wilson, whowas appointed asDoncas-
ter’s assistant director of children and
young people’s services in January.
Jahangir Akhtar, a former Labour

councillor anddeputy leaderofRother-
ham council, told ITVNews that
“people did not act because they
thought these young vulnerable girls
weren’t worth saving”.
He said that he had not been made

aware of allegations of grooming or
Continued on page 8, col 1

Sam Coates, Laura Pitel

Russia troops are in Ukraine, says Nato
Ben Hoyle Moscow

Russia has begun a “direct invasion” of
Ukraine, Kiev said yesterday, as Nato
revealed that at least 1,000 of Vladimir
Putin’s soldiers are fighting alongside
rebels in the east of the country.
Kremlin-backed troops and Russian

heavy equipment appear to have
turned the tideof thewar in thepast few
days, placing the Ukraine government
on the defensive for the first time since
early July.
President Poroshenko accused Mos-

cow of sending in “huge loads of arms
and regular Russian servicemen”.

EvidenceofRussia’smilitary involve-
ment in the four-month insurgencyhas
been growing for weeks, despite
denials. State TV viewers heard for the
first time yesterday that some serving
soldiers were fighting with the rebels,
but were told that they were volunteers
who had taken patriotic holidays in-
stead of going to the beach.
Nato produced satellite images that

it said indicated that Russian combat
troops with sophisticated weaponry
were operating inside Ukraine.
Brigadier-General Nico Tak, head of

Nato’s crisis-management centre, said
it was “extremely unlikely that this sort

of equipment is used by volunteers”. He
estimated that “well over” 1,000
Russian troops were fighting in
Ukraine.
President Obama said that Russia

had “deliberately and repeatedlyviolat-
ed the sovereignty” of Ukraine and he
threatened further sanctions. The
UNSecurity Council held an emer-
gency meeting last night.
David Cameron warned Russia that

it could face “further consequences” if
it had sent troops into easternUkraine,
which he said would be “completely
unacceptable and illegal”.
Russians pour over border, page 26
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Hospitals that serve
worst food exposed
in new league table
Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

The most unpleasant NHS hospital
food is being identified in a league table
under a scheme that will set minimum
standards for patients’ meals.
Frail older patientsmust be routinely

screened for signs of malnutrition and
hospital canteens must offer healthier
food under requirements to appear in
NHS contracts for the first time.
Campaigners accused the govern-

ment of “trying to pull the wool over
our eyes” because the food standards
will not be laid down in law, unlike
similar ruleson schoolmeals.However,
ministers insist that publishing patient
ratings of meals is the most effective
way to drive up standards.
Scores on the quality, choice and

freshness of food will be available on
the NHS Choices website, as will the
amount they spend on catering. Hospi-
tals scoring poorly will face questions
from inspectors.
Lee Mill, a mental health unit in

Plymouth, is bottomof the league table,
withpatients giving it a ratingofonly35
outof 100 forquality.TheWitneyCom-
munity Hospital, in David Cameron’s
constituency, is third worst on 49. The
Spencer Private Hospital, which treats
NHS patients in Kent, tops the table.
Jeremy Hunt, the health secretary,

said that the table was about “giving
patients the power to compare food on
wards and incentivising hospitals to
raise their game. Many hospitals are
already offering excellent food to their
patients and staff. But wewant to know
that all patients have nourishing and
appetising food.”
Decades of initiatives and the advice

of celebrity chefs including Loyd
Grossman, Albert Roux and James
Martin have failed to dent the grim
reputation of hospital catering.
Dianne Jeffrey, chairwoman of Age

UK, who came up with the latest plans,
insisted that they would make a differ-
ence. “Whilst hospitals are not five-star
restaurants, it’s important that food

and drink is tasty, nourishing and
thoughtfully presented so that people
can eat as well possible,” she said.
“Getting hospital food and drink

right is critical and should also be con-
sidered an important part of someone’s
medical care. Malnutrition and dehy-
dration pose a real risk for patients if
they go unnoticed and untreated.”
Hospital canteens for staff and visi-

tors will have to meet standards on the
salt, fat and sugar content of meals, as
well as offering fruit-based desserts,
seasonal produce and fish twice aweek.
Alex Jackson, co-ordinator of the

Campaign for BetterHospital Food, re-
signed from the review this year when
thegovernment refused toput the stan-
dards in legislation, and said that the
rules were “woefully inadequate”. The
standards were “nowhere near ambi-
tious enough to have a transformative
effect on patient meals”, he said, claim-
ing that Mr Hunt had “pulled the wool
over our eyes”.
Thunderer, page 18

Most people
unwilling to
report poor
care in NHS
Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

Two thirds of patients do not complain
about poor care, according to apoll that
suggests the NHS gets away with a
quarter of a million failures every year.
The findings came as official figures

showed 174,900 written complaints
were made to the NHS during 2013-14,
an increaseof4.6per cent fromtheyear
before. Ambulance services saw the
biggest jump in complaints, up 28.5 per
cent to 3,940.
Anna Bradley, chairwoman of

Healthwatch England, said the figures
were “just the tip of the iceberg . . . with
the reported figures significantly
underrepresenting the true number of
incidents of poor care”.
Ms Bradley urged people to demand

better from the NHS after a YouGov
survey, which she commissioned,
found that one in three people had
experienced poor care in the past year,
but 61 per cent had not made a com-
plaint. This figure rose by seven per-
centage points from the year before.
“If we are going to help our GPs,

hospitals and care homes to improve
and really put people at the heart of the
decision-making process, then we all
need to bewilling and able to challenge
the service we receive when it’s not up
to scratch,” Ms Bradley said.
She said the “baffling” complaints

process needed to be simplified after an
official review found that patients were
met with a “delay, deny and defend” at-
titude from the NHS. The review also
found that people aremost reluctant to
complain about doctors, particularly
surgeons and psychiatrists. Only one
third of patients said they would feel
comfortable complaining about senior
staff. Half of respondents would
complain about poor care from nurses.
Luciana Berger, a shadow health

minister, said: “These figures are a sign
of anNHS under pressure and heading
in the wrong direction. The huge
increase in complaints for ambulance
crews is particularly worrying.”

British volunteers needed to test ebola vaccine

British volunteers will be given an
experimental ebola vaccine in an emer-
gency trial prompted by an outbreak of
the disease that has already killedmore
than 1,500 people in west Africa.
The World Health Organisation

(WHO) said yesterday that 20,000
people could be infected by the virus
within nine months as the outbreak
“continues to accelerate”. It added that
a fresh outbreak in theDemocratic Re-
public of Congo involved a different
strainof thediseasewhichwouldnot be
defeated by the experimental vaccine.
The British government, drug com-

panies and charities will cover the costs
of producing 10,000 doses of the vac-
cine so that a stockpile is ready to use if
the trial is successful. This will allow
more extensive testing of the jab, but
scientists believe that even fast-track
trials will be too slow to help victims in
west Africa.
“Our aim has to be to get the vaccine

ready touse so thatnext time this emer-
ges we’re in better shape,” said Chris
Whitty, the chief scientific adviser to
the Department for International
Development.
He likened the ebola outbreak to “an

earthquake which has devastated the
health systems and economies of Libe-
ria, Sierra Leone and Guinea”, and
added: “The humanitarian impact is
way beyond the narrowhealth impact.”
The University of Oxford has ap-

pealed for 60 healthy volunteers to be
injected with the trial vaccine. It con-
tains a single ebola protein, rather than
a live virus, so would notmake them ill.
The aim is to demonstrate that the

vaccine is safe, and to determine the
ideal dosage, but the volunteers, who
must be aged between 18 and 50,will al-
so be monitored to see if it stimulates
their immune systems to produce anti-
bodies that would fight the Zaire strain
of ebola seen in west Africa. If success-
ful, similar studies in Mali and Gambia
will follow. The vaccine has so far been
given only to monkeys.
Adrian Hill, the director of the

Jenner Institute, and the man who is
leading the study, said: “The tragic
events unfolding in Africa demand an
urgent response. In recent years, simi-
lar investigational vaccines have safely
immunised infants and adults against a
range of diseases, including malaria,
HIV and Hepatitis C. We, and all our
partners on this project, are optimistic
that this candidate vaccine may prove
useful against ebola.” The vaccine,

made by GlaxoSmithKline (GSK), has
produced good results in animal tests,
but Professor Whitty cautioned:
“There are very many other drugs and
vaccines that have been encouraging in
animals but, either for efficacy or safety
reasons, have not been as good in
humans.”
The £2.8 million project is being

funded jointly by thegovernment,GSK
and the Wellcome Trust. A separate
vaccine will be tested in the US at the
same time.
TheWHO, outlining its plan to fight

the outbreak in Liberia, Sierra Leone
and Guinea, suggested yesterday that
the true number of cases could be four
times ashighas recorded, andmightul-
timately reach 20,000.
It added that the outbreak of the dis-

ease in the Democratic Republic of
Congo was unlikely to be connected to
the one inwestAfrica. “Patient zero”—
the first to be identified — in the DRC
was a pregnant woman who died after
butchering bushmeat.
This is the seventh outbreak of ebola

in theDRC since 1976; the previous one
was in 2008. Most of the other out-
breaks have been in the DRC or in
Gabon, and this strain is less deadly
than the west African strain, with a
fatality rate of 20 per cent.

Chris Smyth Health Correspondent
Ruth Maclean Johannesburg

What the patients say

The worst food (scores out of 100)

Lee Mill mental health unit,
Plymouth 35 for quality,
82 for choice

Lucille Van Geest Centre,
Peterborough42 for quality,
83 for choice

Witney Community Hospital,
Oxfordshire 49 for quality,
93 for choice

The best

Spencer Private Hospital, Kent
100 for quality, 100 for choice

BMI Lincoln hospital
100 for quality, 100 for choice

Royal South Hants Hospital
100 for quality, 99 for choice
Source: Department of Health
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Opera lover struck taxi driver with stick in fear of being late
Many Puccini fans would, perhaps,
almost sympathise.

A retired physicist who was en route
to a performance of the composer’sThe
Girl of the Golden West has admitted
hitting a taxi driver over the head with
a walking stick because he feared that
he was going to be late.

Peter Williamson, a fellow of the
Royal Institution, first swore at the

driver who was taking him to the open-
air show of Puccini’s wild west opera at
Holland Park in west London.

When Kevin Johnson, the driver,
ordered Williamson, 69, out of his cab,
the opera lover raised his stick and
struck the driver’s head twice with the
ornate handle.

Mr Johnson needed stitches.
Williamson admitted assault occa-

sioning actual bodily harm at Ham-
mersmith magistrates’ court and will be
sentenced at a later date.

Helen Clutton, for the prosecution,
said that Williamson had flagged down
the taxi in Wimbledon in June this year
but, by the time they had reached Earls
Court, he had become irate.

Ms Clutton said: “He shouted at the
victim, “Where are we you f***ing c***”

and demanded “Where are you f***ing
taking me”.

“The victim could not understand
why Dr Williamson was getting so irate
and wanted to get him out of the taxi as
soon as possible.”

She told the court that after Mr
Johnson had dropped Williamson at a
cash machine, the attacker “lifted his
walking stick straight over his right

shoulder and struck his victim over the
head”.

She added: “It was similar to a
hammer hitting a nail.’

District Judge Denis Brennan said
that he had noted the defendant’s good
character but added that Williamson
was still “at risk of a custodial sentence”.

The hearing was adjourned for a
pre-sentence report to be prepared.

Mr and Mrs Brangelina wed in secret
The Hollywood power
couple’s family wedding
in Provence was a coup
over paparazzi, reports
Charles Bremner

Even when they are private affairs, it is
very rare that the weddings of super-
stars are not attended by helicopters
flying overhead or paparazzi lurking in
the bushes. However, Brad Pitt and
Angelina Jolie have pulled off a coup by
marrying in a Provence château with-
out anyone knowing for five days.

Hollywood's number one power
couple, known as the global trademark
“Brangelina”, made it known yesterday
that they had finally exchanged vows,
two years after announcing their
engagement, in Château Miraval near
the village of Correns.

They have spent their summers on
the 1,000-acre wine estate in the scrub-
by hinterland of the Var region since
2008, and reportedly bought the estate
in 2012 for more than £20 million. A
California judge flew in to officiate and
ensure a US marriage certificate at the
non-denominational ceremony.

The couple’s six children took part in
the nuptials, which were organised
before they travelle
start making By
first film together
fell in love on the set
Mrs Smith in 2005.

Jolie, 39 walked
aisle with her eldes
dox, 13, and Pax,
daughters Zahara,
Vivienne, six, threw
oh, eight, and six
served as ring bearers,
the couple's spoke

Confirming his
the 50-year-old
showed off his
ding ring in Ireland
yesterday durin
publicity ph
graphs for his lat
film, Fury.

The pow
couple always
to great lengt
to protect their
privacy. They
travelled to
Namibia for
the birth of
Shiloh, their
first child
together.
The first
three were
adopted, initially
by Jolie, and
twins Knox
were born in

The marriage
second for the
achieved global
the David
Fight Club, in
married to
Aniston, star

Friends television show, from 2000 to
2005. Jolie was married to Jonny Lee
Miller, the British actor, for three years
in the late 1990s, and to Billy Bob
Thornton for three years before divorc-
ing in 2003.

Pitt said in 2012 that getting married
would “mean a lot to our kids”. Jolie, 39,

told People magazine this year that she
andPittwere“not really inarush” toget
married. “We're just waiting for it to be
the right time with the kids, with work,
when it feels right,” she added.

Jolie revealed last year that she had
undergone a double mastectomy to re-
duce her genetically high risk of breast
cancer. Britain made her an honorary

dame this year for her humanitarian
work. In May, Jolie sought to coun-
ter rumours of strains in the

couple, tellingPeople: “We have
been through so much, we’ve
gotten a lot closer, which I
think naturally happens with
raising a family together.”

It was assumed that
they toasted their mar-
riage with their own

produce, the Châ-
teau Miraval rosé,
which sold out last
year when it was
launched. It was

previously known as
“the cuvée Pink

Floyd” as the band once
recorded at the Miraval

studios.
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strongly in the seat. At the European
elections in May, Ukip polled more
than 48 per cent across the area,
defeating the Conservatives by 23
points. The party has also polled
strongly in neighbouring areas.
The final factor is Mr Carswell. As

the Tories will know, he is popular

in Clacton, and made a point of
cementing this loyalty by signing
personal pledges with voters and
holding fish and chip suppers. He
has been rewarded with a majority
of 28 per cent.
Dr Matthew Goodwin is an associate
professor at the School of Politics
and International Relations,
University of Nottingham

Tory defector became certain
Back in April, Douglas Carswell went
for coffee with a longstanding friend in
Ukip. He asked to be put in touch with
party figures in Essex. “I assumed that
he was trying to pressure us into not
standing against him,” the friend said.
With hindsight, it seems that he was
quietly gauging his future colleagues
before one of themost spectacular pol-
itical defections in years.
Ukip has always enjoyed courting

Conservatives. Stuart Wheeler, the
spread-betting tycoon and former
party treasurer, has repeatedly boasted
of taking Tory Eurosceptics out for
lunch, but not since 2008, when the
ToryMPBobSpink switched sides, had
any MP agreed to make the leap.
Like his close friend Daniel Hannan,

theMEP,MrCarswell, 43, has long had
many allies in Ukip. He has known
Nigel Farage, theUkip leader, for years.
In 2010, the party did not run a candi-
date against him. He was one of just
seven candidates to enjoy the privilege.
Friends of Mr Carswell say that they

had suspected something was up for at
least 12months. “I knew somethingwas
happening,” said one person who
knows him well. “He’s spent most of
that timepraising the leadership,which
he never did in the past.”
As soonasheenteredWestminster in

2005, Mr Carswell made clear that he
would not toe the line.He rebelled over
issues including gay marriage and
Europe. His behaviour changed after
the Bloomberg speech of January 2013,
whenDavidCameronpromised reform
and a referendum on Europe. His re-
sponse left even his admirers baffled.
Mr Carswell initially said that he was

falling into line because he agreed with
Mr Cameron. At some point over the
past year, he concluded that the prime
minister’s strategy was a sham.
The Ukip leader said yesterday that

he first spoke to Mr Carswell about de-
fecting “over 18 months ago”. Sources
said that serious discussions between
the twomen began “over the summer”.
When it came to the big announce-

ment, so tight was the secrecy that only
three or four people knew what was
coming. They includedMr Farage, and

Mr Carswell’s election agent and refer-
endum campaigner Chris Bruni-Lowe,
whowill run the by-election campaign.
Ukip staffers first got wind that

something was afoot when they were
told to book a room for an undisclosed
event. OnWednesday night, they were
asked to come into the office for 8am.
They were instructed to invite the me-
dia to a “big announcement”.
A fewhours later, a small crowdgath-

ered in an oak-panelled roomat the In-
stitution ofCivil Engineers, just off Par-
liament Square. The great and the good
of Ukip were present.
Shortly after 11am, Mr Carswell

strode into the room behind the Ukip
leader and took to the lectern. “Good
morning. I’m today leaving the Con-
servative party and joining Ukip,” he
declared. The crowd burst into cheers.
He said that the tipping point had

been the realisation that his party’s EU
policy was not “sincere”. “No one
cheered David Cameron’s Bloomberg
speech more loudly than me,” he said.
“But there’s been nothing since. They
haven’t thought it through.”
Tomakematters worse for the prime

minister, he declared that he would put
his decision to the voters by triggering a
by-election.
After a brief stop at Ukip’s headquar-

ters inMayfair,MrCarswell returned to
his constituency to talk to his Conserv-
ative association, who had known
nothing of his impending defection.
Until yesterday, he had been a

member of the Conservative party all
his adult life. In 2005 he took back the
seat of Harwich for the Tories, winning
with amargin of just 920 votes. In 2010,
when the seat changed to Clacton, he
increased that lead to 12,000.Now,he is
odds-on favourite to transfer that
majority to Ukip.
MrCarswell,who ismarriedwithone

daughter, backed Mr Cameron in the
2005 leadership contest. He hoped he
would be theman to “renewour broken
democracy”. However, his campaign to
break up the culture of “job for life” and
“cosy cliques” in Westminster had fail-
ed to materialise under Mr Cameron’s
leadership.His frustrationsbroke to the
surface yesterday as he attacked the
prime minister for not being “serious
about real change”.
Still dazed from the day’s excitement,

Ukipwere last night due to allow them-
selves a brief moment of celebration. A
small party was planned at the Goring
hotel in Belgravia.
TheConservativeswere inadifferent

kind of shock. While some quietly ad-
mired Mr Carswell’s bold move, many
others disputed his logic in defecting.
“Like Douglas, I want to leave the

European Union, but there’s no point
joining Ukip,” one MP on the right of
hisparty said. “That’snotgoing tomake
it any more likely.”
In January this year, Mr Carswell

said: “Wouldn’t it be extraordinarily,
tragically ironic if we didn’t get an in-
out referendum in 2017 because a num-
ber of people — in order to prove how
Eurosceptic they are — make parts of
the Conservative party unelectable?”
Yesterday, his former colleagues in

the Tory party were suggesting he had
done just that.
6Until 11amyesterday, theUkip candi-
date in Clacton was Roger Lord, a life-
long local resident and loyal Ukip
member since 1997.Havingbeen select-
ed three weeks ago, he held his most
recentmeetingwithhis campaign team
at his house on Sunday. His campaign
suddenly over, he said yesterday: “No-
body has talked to me at all.”

Douglas Carswell’s shock switch from the Conservatives to Ukip had been
months in the making, write Laura Pitel, Sam Coates andMatt Dathan

Flirting with Farage

Peter Bone, Tory MP for
Wellingborough
Has warned against allowing the
centre-right vote to split. He said in
May: “One answer would be to have
Conservative-and-Ukip candidates”

Jacob Rees-Mogg, Tory MP for
North East Somerset
Called in May for the Tories to “love-
bomb” Ukip because “they’re much
closer in their view of the world to
us than the Lib Dems are”

Daniel Hannan, Tory MEP for South
East England
Wrote this year that logic pointed to
forming some kind of pact and
praised Nigel Farage as a “patriot”

Bernard Jenkin, Tory MP for
Harwich and North Essex
Said that people were “perfectly
happy” voting for Ukip owing to its
“clear European stance”

John Baron, Tory MP for Basildon
and Billericay
Criticised David Cameron in May for
choosing to “ignore and then insult
Ukip” and said he should heed the
message of the European elections

Lord Tebbit, former Cabinet
minister
Called for Tories to withdraw from
seats where Ukip was favourite

Nadine Dorries, Tory
MP for Mid
Bedfordshire
Revealed last
year that
members of her
local association
had a “huge
amount of
empathy
with
Ukip”

Online today

Video analysis Carswell
drops his bombshell

On tablet and at thetimes.co.uk/politics

Location, location, location
means this gamble will pay off

D
ouglas Carswell is all but
certain to win his
by-election gamble — for
three reasons (Matthew

Goodwin writes).
The first is that the seat of Clacton

offers ideal territory for Ukip. It is a
financially struggling, coastal seat in
eastern England that has a large
concentration of Ukip-friendly
voters — white, working-class
pensioners who are hostile toward
the EU and anxious about
immigration. Clacton also has few
ethnic minorities and university
graduates, further benefiting Ukip’s
campaign. In fact, in terms of its
population, Clacton is the most
favourable seat for Ukip. As part of
our recent book, Revolt on the Right,
Robert Ford and I mapped every
seat in the country according to
their receptiveness to Ukip. This
exercise, based on the most recent
census data and other information,
revealed Clacton to be number one.
Secondly, Clacton’s favourable

demographic terrain is the reason
Ukip has already been polling

Nigel Farage and Douglas Carswell at a press conference yesterday. Friends of

On Clacton seafront,
Ukip’s new man has
a wave of followers
As news of Douglas Carswell’s
defection sunk in on the streets of
Clacton yesterday, affection for the
former Tory MP strengthened.
Labour supporters said they would

be willing to vote for him. Eric
Cleaver, a former Labour supporter,
said that the decision to jump ship
was “the best thing he’s ever done”.
He said: “He has been a very good
man here but unfortunately he hasn’t
got the support in government. I will
vote Ukip every time now. You will
find 90 per cent of people around
here will do the same.”
Clutching a cappuccino at the

town’s Gossip Café, Karen Wood said
that she would follow the MP to Ukip
if he made policies that “got my
attention”. The 48-year-old single

mother said that the Conservatives
no longer had her backing. “If
Douglas Carswell has the right people
working for him and backing him
when he goes to Ukip, maybe he
could change something.”
Mr Carswell has built a majority of

12,000 in Clacton over two elections.
He will need to carry a large chunk of
those supporters with him if he is to
win. Those on the seafront yesterday
suggested that he would not struggle.
Michael Puntschart, owner of

Tubby Isaacs, a seafood shop across
the road from Clacton pier, said: “I
was going to vote Ukip anyway but
Douglas Carswell moving has just
affirmed it.”
The Tories have fought similar

previous battles by asking Labour and
Liberal Democrat supporters to lend
them their vote to keep out Nigel

Danielle Sheridan, Laura Pitel
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Migrant rise leaves
target in tatters
David Cameron’s target to cut net
immigration to under 100,000 by next
May appeared beyond reach last night
after the figure for the past year soared
by almost 40 per cent to 243,000.
The surge was largely driven by

European Union nationals, including
Romanians and Bulgarians, coming to
Britain to seek work.
The increase comes with a reviving

UK economy and sluggish EU growth.
Figures showed the effects of a

decadeof large-scale immigration,with
just over a quarter of births in England
and Wales last year being to foreign-
born mothers, rising to more than 76
per cent in theNewham,northLondon.
The jump in net migration could see

the Conservatives entering the next
general election with net migration
running at almost the same level as
when they came to power.
Net migration — the number of

migrants arrivingminus the number of
peopleemigrating—roseby243,000 in
the year to March, according to figures
from the Office for National Statistics.
It said thenew totalwas a “statistical-

ly significant increase” from the previ-
ous annual figure of 175,000, a rise of 39
per cent year on year.
Two thirds of all 560,000 migrants

into Britain came from within the EU.
The number of EU citizens arriving
rose from 103,000 to 136,000 including
an increase from 53,000 to 69,000 of
migrants from the original EU states,
and a rise from 7,000 to 22,000 in
Romanians and Bulgarians.
Separate figures from the Depart-

ment for Work and Pensions showed
that a third of non-UK-born nationals
claiming working age benefits in
February were from within the EU. Of
these, 64,000were claiming jobseeker’s
allowanceand39,000employmentand
other benefits.
A near three-year decline in the

number of citizens fromoutside theEU
arriving in Britain appears to have
ended, statisticians said.
Nick Clegg, the deputy prime minis-

ter, said the Tories had “gone quiet” on
the target andregarded it asa “mistake”.
The government is powerless to do

anything to stop EUmigration because
of the free movement rules, a key EU
principle which Mr Cameron would
like to reform.
Sir Andrew Green, chairman of

Migration Watch UK, which cam-

paigns for lower immigration, called for
some limits on low-skilled migration
from the EU, a further tightening of
rules on non-EU migration and a seri-
ous attempt to remove those who have
overstayed their visa.

“Getting the numbers down is prov-
ing even more difficult than expected,”
he said. “But either we get immigration
under control or we accept that in the
next 20 years we will have to build 12
new cities the size of Birmingham.”

Richard Ford Home Correspondent

Eurosceptic MP triggers by-election
Continued from page 1
profile of Mr Farage’s party in recent
weeks.
Mr Cameron said that Mr Carswell’s

action was self-defeating. He told the
BBC: “It is obviously deeply regrettable
when these things happen and people
behave in this way. But it is also, in my
view, counterproductive.
“If you want a referendum on Brit-

ain’s future in the EU, whether we
should stay or go, the only way to to get
that is to have a Conservative govern-
ment after the next election. That is
what until very recently Douglas
Carswell himself was saying.
“Obviously I’ll want to make sure

[that there is] a very strong Conserva-

tive campaign in that seat, so they can
be properly represented in this govern-
ment, and hopefully the next.”
MrCameron facedaslewofbadnews

on Europe yesterday, including confir-
mation that the Tories will miss their
target to cut netmigration to the tens of
thousands by a huge margin.
The Office for National Statistics

said net migration was 243,000 in the
year toMarch, up from175,000 theyear
before. Two thirds of the increase
comes from EU citizens, whom Britain
is powerless to stop entering the
country.
The president of the CBI criticised

Mr Cameron’s decision to promise a
referendum on the EU in 2017. Speak-

ing at the Scottish CBI dinner, withMr
Cameron in the audience, Sir Mike
Rake said that the “ambiguity has
already and is increasingly causing real
concern for businesses regarding their
future investment plans”.
The combination of bad news will

heap further pressure on the prime
minister to announce that he will lead
the campaign to leave Europe if Britain
does not secure concessions from
Brussels, spell out his detailed plans for
the EU renegotiation before the gener-
al election and look again at restric-
tions on EU migration.
A major announcement by the

Conservatives is expected today.
Leading article, page 20

Coming here
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in recording mean volume of NI numbers may be lower

Cameron EU plan was a sham

Mr Carswell said they had suspected something was afoot when the backbencher had begun praising the Tory leadership

Farage’s party. Campaign literature in
the recent Newark by-election
highlighted unpalatable remarks by
the Ukip candidate. They will struggle
to find similar utterances by Mr
Carswell. Instead, the Tories are
expected to focus on recent economic
progress. However, in a constituency
that includes Jaywick Sands, the
poorest ward in the UK, many
complain that they have not felt the
benefits of the recovery. Vera

of which has yet to be set. Labour
sources said that the party would field
a candidate, but was unlikely to spend
a lot of time or money on the
campaign. Instead, it is likely to be a
straight two-horse race between the
Conservatives and Ukip.
Ukip insiders said earlier

discussions suggested that the party’s
campaign would focus on “broken
politics” at Westminster and the need
for radical reform.

The pier in Clacton, Essex, where Douglas Carswell has built a majority of 12,000

Halfacre, 72, said that her life had not
improved under the Conservatives.
Her biggest concerns included
immigration and unemployment. If
Mr Carswell was prepared to defect,
she said that she was too. “I did
support him before and now he
has moved over to Ukip I will still do
so.”
Election analysts and bookies made

Mr Carswell the favourite to emerge
victorious from the contest, the date

STEFAN ROUSSEAU/PA; TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER TOM PILSTON
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A 21-year-old Briton who told his
family that he had gone to study in
Germany but instead went to fight for
Islamic State has hailed the “golden era
of jihad”.
The family of Hamzah Parvez, who

lived in west London, have described
the devastation and betrayal they felt
after discovering that he had been
fighting in Iraq for the past six months.
In a video posted on social media,

Parvez claimed to have joined Islamic
State (also known as Isis) and called on
other Britons to join him, saying: “This
is the golden era of jihad. What are we

doing sitting in the UK, what are we
doing in their lands, it’s not the land for
us. Are we content with eating Nando’s
every week? Come to the land of jihad
and shout Allah.”
A family member, who did not want

to be identified, told ITV News that
they wanted to warn others about the
danger of radicalisation. The family
said that they had financed the trip but
were unaware of Parvez’s intentions.
The family member said: “That’s not

my brother. My brother doesn’t act like
that. My brother doesn’t call people to
do violence against others. I don’t
recognise him, that’s just the same
body, it’s not the characteristic of my

brother, it’s not the way he speaks. It’s
not the way he acts, it’s not the way he
addresses people, that’s not my
brother.”
He said that he felt let down and

betrayed by Parvez. The family
member made contact with him a few
days ago via a video call, and told ITV:
“I said, canyouadmit thatyou lied tous,

andIhad topush for that. Iwas, like, can
you admit, because you told us you
were going to Germany, can you admit
that you’re not in Germany? He was
like, yeah. I was like, can you admit that
you lied to us, can you say it to us that
you’re sorry? And he said, ‘I’m sorry’
and the way he said it he laughed. I felt
likehedidn’tmean it, I felt likehewasn’t
serious about it.”
Parvez has said that a close friend

had died in Iraq when he was hit in the
face by a piece of shrapnel. He
described it as a beautiful death and
said that he hadhad “dreams of his glad
tidings”. Parvez, who is thought to be in
the Anbar province in western Iraq,
said that he would continue fighting
and never return to Britain.
The family member said: “He said, ‘I

have no plans to come home.’ My sister
asked the question, what if your mum
or dad died? He said ‘I would pray for
them’ . . . that’s when I lost it . . . I started
shouting at him, I started swearing at
him, ‘These are your parents, these are
the people since day one have been
there for you and you say you wouldn’t
attend their funeral and why, because
youwant to serve this stupid leader, this
self-proclaimed leader, over my
parents’.”
Thedevelopmentcameafteranother

British man fighting for Isis described
the murder of the American journalist
James Foley as a “blessed act” and said
that he would be “honoured” to carry
out a similar killing of a western hos-
tage.
The authorities believe that between

500 and 600 Britons have travelled to
Iraqor Syria to fight jihad, 250ofwhom
have already returned. Scotland Yard
this week appealed to families and
friends of would-be terrorists to turn
them in. There are fears that those who
return might plan an attack in Britain.
Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe, the com-

missioner of the Metropolitan police,
has said that anyone travelling to Syria
should be presumed guilty of terrorism
unless they could show otherwise. His
call for the burden of proof to be
reversed has been rebuffed by No 10.
Bombers wreak havoc, pages 26, 27
Ben Macintyre, page 19

London student hails ‘golden era of jihad’
Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent

Faith leaders
unite in Gaza
peace call
Lucy Holden

Jewish and Islamic leaders have
released an unprecedented joint state-
ment calling onmembers of their faiths
to “export peace” to the Middle East.
TheBoardofDeputiesofBritishJews

and theMuslim Council of Britain said
theyacknowledged “deeplyheldviews”
about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
adding: “In spite of the situation in the
Middle East, wemust continue to work
hard for good community relations in
the UK. We must not import conflict.
We must export peace instead.”
According to the Jewish Chronicle,

however, the groups differed over a line
in the statement that said: “The target-
ing of civilians is completely unaccept-
able and against our religious tradi-
tions.” It was suggested that while a
spokesman for the MCB said, “It refers
to both sides, Israel and Hamas”, the
board denied it. The newspaper quoted
a spokesman for the board as saying:
“We are very clear that the IDF [Israel
Defence Forces] does not target civil-
ians— that’s whywe felt able to sign it.”
It is believed that therehasbeenarise

in antisemitic attacks in Britain since
the conflict in Gaza began.

Abuse photos official
A former IT specialist with the
Cabinet Office has been jailed for
two years and eight months after
400 images of child abuse were
found on his home computer.
Sebastian Crump, 39, from
Wandsworth, southwest London,
created the images while working
on the government’s official
website. Crump was sentenced at
Southwark crown court. He had
admitted making indecent images.

£130 in school gadgets
The average school bag contains
£130 of equipment, including
smartphones, tablets and laptops,
a survey suggests. More than a
quarter of parents will spend
£329 on gadgets at the start of
the school year. Nine per cent of
children have had gadgets stolen
at school and 14 per cent have
been bullied, often over the
brands they used, the price
comparison website uSwitch said.

Artist sparks gold rush
A German artist has started a
gold rush in Kent by burying 30
bars of 24-carat gold, worth a
total of £10,000, on a beach as
part of an arts festival. Michael
Sailstorfer, from Berlin, has
hidden the gold in the sand for
Folkestone Digs, part of the Kent
town’s triennial. Fortune hunters
are encouraged to search at low
tide and will be able to keep any
gold they find.

E-Type voted the best
Jaguar’s iconic E-Type is the
“greatest car of all time”,
according to a poll of 2,000
British motorists. The survey was
commissioned by the Discovery
Channel to coincide with the
return of itsWheeler Dealers
show next week. The Mini was
second. Only two of the top ten
cars were not British: the Porsche
911, in third spot, and the
Volkswagen Beetle, in fourth.

1. Rotherham: how the truth
came out

2. Cameron risks split with US
3. Apple plans large iPad
4. Care chief played down fears
5. Shoppers check out of Tesco
6. Salmond’s Scotland will live in

eternal poverty, says Brown
7. Sunderland bid for Van Dijk
8. Questions mount for van Gaal
9. Old boys still take top jobs
10. Carvalho on Man Utd’s radar
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thetimes.co.uk

Hamzah Parvez
has called on other
Britons to join him

The Times
iPad edition
Owners of an iPad can
subscribe to The Times
iPad edition through the
App Store on the device
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Battle in the skies
on right to recline
Adevice that prevents the passenger in
front of you on an aircraft from tilting
back their seat has inflamed one of the
most contentious debates facing the
modern traveller: does one have an
unassailable right to recline?
The knee defender is an innocuous

looking gadget — a pair of plastic clips
that attach toa lowered seat-back table.
Its effects, however, can be explosive.
AUnitedAirlines flight fromNewark

to Denver was forced to divert to
O’Hare airport in Chicago this week
after a dispute broke out between two
passengers over its use.
Aman had attached the device to his

table, preventing the woman in front
from reclining.He refused to remove it,
despite being ordered to do so by the
flight crew.
Thewomanbecame soupset that she

threw a glass of water over him. Both
passengers were removed from the
plane.
Despite this, demand for the gadget

has skyrocketed, according to IraGold-
man, the 6ft 3in businessman who in-
vented it. The device, available online
costs $21.95 (£13) plus delivery charges.
The Civil Aviation Authority, which

regulates UK air travel, said it was not
aware of the gadget being used by
British passengers, but it has previously
warned that it could jam tables in the
downposition, potentiallyhinderingan

evacuation. Many of America’s largest
airlines have banned the knee defend-
er, as have carriers such as Qantas.
Others, such as Singapore Airlines,
havesaid that theywere reviewing their
policies after this week’s events.
A furiousdebatehasplayedout in the

US media, with The Weekly Standard
declaring recliners to be “monsters”.
The New York Times advocated a free
market approach; if youdonotwant the
passenger in front of you to recline, it
said, you should pay them.

Illustrious farewell The ship’s company of the aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious at its decommissioning in Portsmouth

The knee defender

6
cm

Seat in
front

Tray
table

Sliding the device
allows varying
degrees of recline

The Knee
Defender

Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

Hairdryers may be next on hit list in EU power game

The EU could ban popular hairdryers,
kettles and smartphones to try to slow
climate change, it has been revealed.
It follows the outlawing of vacuum

cleanerswithmotors above 1,600watts.
The new EU energy rules being dis-
cussed in Brussels, referred to as the

“Ecodesign” directive, could ban up to
30 home appliances. The power of
hairdryers couldbe reducedbyasmuch
as 30 per cent.
Günther Oettinger, the German EU

energy commissioner, said that
stopping people from buying house-
hold appliances with exceptionally
high wattage was necessary. EU legis-

lation at present covers televisions,
washing machines, refrigerators and
vacuum cleaners.
A spokeswoman for the European

Commission said: “It’s a big question
mark if we go to regulate hairdryers at
all. It’s a study we have asked consult-
ants to do. In the final report they will
reduce 30 products to 20.”

Lucy Holden

DAN KITWOOD/GETTY IMAGES
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Police still dismissing
child rapes and sexual
violence as non-crimes

The police force at the centre of the
Rotherham abuse scandal is still failing
to record crimes against children and
has an “unacceptable” culture of disre-
garding victims of serious crime, a
report said yesterday.
South Yorkshire police was criticised

for spending a “great deal of time” try-
ing to “disprove” the word of victims
rather than investigating offences.
According to Her Majesty’s Inspec-

torate of Constabulary, the force’s
public protection unit, which investi-
gates domestic abuse and sexual vio-
lence, showed a “disregard” for victims.
Its audit found numerous failings in

the way that the force, along with
others across Britain, recorded crime.
Analysis of a sample of crime reports

between November 2012 and October
last year showed that the force had fail-
ed to record rape allegations on more
than one in five occasions.
South Yorkshire police, which pre-

sided over a child abuse scandal in
which 1,400 girls were targeted, also
failed to record crime referred to it by
other agencies on almost 50 per cent of
occasions.
HMIC inspectors, who visited the

force as recently as February, said:
“This level of under-recorded crime is a
significant cause of concern and is a
matter of material and urgent import-
ance, particularly as some of these re-
late to violence and sexual assault
against vulnerable children.”
Thewatchdog is conducting an audit

of forces throughout England and
Wales after whistle-blowers claimed
that officers fiddled crime figures.
An interim report in May estimated

that a fifth of crimes were not being re-
corded. Yesterday’s report on 21 forces
served to underline such concerns.
On average, one in five crimes re-

ported by the public was not being
recorded, echoing the earlier HMIC
findings. In some areas the failing was
much higher.
The Metropolitan police, Britain’s

largest force, failed to properly record
more than 41 per cent of the 128 violent
crimes that were examined by HMIC
inspectors.
Nearly 40 per cent of 106 sexual

offences were not recorded when they
should have been. The report said that
four rape complaints were wrongly dis-
missed as “no crime” — a category in
which a report is initially recorded as a
crime but subsequently dismissed.
Some incidents were dismissed on the
basis of a single phone call.
The force fared better on burglary

and robbery offences: 86 per cent and
85 per cent, respectively, were properly
recorded.
In Greater Manchester, one in three

of the388examinedcrimereportswere
not recorded. The force had a poor
record on rape, with nearly one in five
not properly recorded, the report said.
WestYorkshirepolice failed to record

97 crimes out of 284 that were exam-
ined by HMIC, and seven other forces
— Cheshire, Cleveland, Greater Man-
chester, Gwent, Hertfordshire, South
Yorkshire and Suffolk — failed to
record one in four of the crimes identi-
fied by HMIC. The watchdog will re-
port on the remaining 22 forces in En-
gland and Wales later this year.
In May, Tom Winsor, Her Majesty’s

chief inspector of constabulary,warned
thathecouldnot ruleout “discreditable
orunethical behaviour”behindsomeof
the under-recording, because the fail-
ure rate was “too high”.
The inspectors reported yesterday

that “failures were primarily attributed
to the interpretation of additional veri-
fiable information, with those victims
suffering with mental health [prob-
lems], those young or intoxicatedmore
likely to receive a poor service”.
The report added: “The process for

authorising a no-crime for rape is not
sufficient and requires attention.”
In the case of South Yorkshire police,

it recommendedanoverhaulof theway
that rapewas reported and called for an
independent review of historical
records in areas where recording was
particularly poor.
It singled out the public protection

unit for criticism, saying that a “great
deal of time [was] spent trying to dis-
prove the word of the victim from the
outset, rather than record the crime”.
South Yorkshire police said that it

welcomed the HMIC report and “the
opportunity to improve”. It pointed out
that HMIC recognised “significant
improvements” since the inspections
and said that no conclusions could be
drawn from such a small sample.
The force said it recognised that sys-

tems “need improving” but stressed
that the report “also highlights a num-
ber of areas of positive work”.
6A police constable previously based
in Rotherham has been charged with
causing a 15-year-old girl to engage in
sexual activity. Daniel Cookson, 27, did
not enter a plea when he appeared at
Leeds magistrates’ court yesterday. He
was released on bail.

The worst offenders

South Yorkshire
23 per cent of rape
reports were wrongly
described as a “no crime”
(where a report is
initially recorded as a
crime but is subsequently
dismissed)

Cleveland
Largest proportion of
incorrect “no crime”
incidents at 45 per cent

Metropolitan Police
Almost one in five reports

of rape, violence and
robbery wrongly labelled
“no crime”

Gwent
Only recorded 7 crimes
out of 50 reports from
other agencies.
Half should have been
recorded

Greater Manchester
More than a quarter
of rapes marked as
“no crime” were
incorrectly recorded

Rotherham’s police commissioner
clung to his job yesterday despite calls
from the prime minister, home secre-
tary and his own deputy to quit after
failing to protect hundreds of children
from sexual abuse.
Shaun Wright resigned from the

Labour party after being threatened
with suspension but insisted he would
remain in the £85,000-a-year post.
Mr Wright was Rotherhamcouncil’s

cabinet member for children’s services

Shaun Wright,
the South
Yorkshire police
commissioner,
with his chief
constable David
Crompton

A report says that one
in five rape allegations
are not recorded by
South Yorkshire police ,
writes Fiona Hamilton

CATERS NEWS

Billy Kenber

Council accused of raid to cover up abuse

Inside

Muslims
must
tackle
misogyny
Matthew Syed
Opinion, page 17

Investigate
police boss,
says MP

Continued from page 1
child sexual exploitation and described
a “systemic failure of the council, the
police and all the agencies”.
Mr Akhtar, who until recently was

Labour’s local campaign manager,
resigned as deputy leader of the council
last year after The Times reported that
he had been involved in a “deal” to
recover a missing pregnant 14-year-old
who had been with a distant relative of
his. A subsequent police investigation
cleared MrAkhtar of wrongdoing.
It was claimed yesterday that the

Asian community knew about the
sex-grooming scandal. Parveen Qure-
shi, head of the United Multicultural
Centre in Rotherham, told BBC Shef-
field: “The Asian community leaders,
they knew about it, it was discussed at
the mosque and other places . . . Com-

munity leaders were aware of what
was happening and they were trying to
solve that problem for ever.” Ms
Qureshi later said that she was refer-
ring to council officials rather than
Muslim leaders.
Ministers have ordered an early in-

spection of children’s services in the
town after the publication this week of
a damning independent inquiry by
Professor Alexis Jay.
The independent police watchdog

said that her findings raised “serious
and troubling concerns” about the
actions of SouthYorkshire police.
The Independent Police Complaints

Commission wrote to the force to
demand that “any evidence of failures
or misconduct” by officers should be
referred to the watchdog.
Rotherham council also faced criti-

cism for a news article on its website
which began by reporting that its child
protection services “are stronger and
better co-ordinated across agencies
today than ever before, an independent
review has found”. It referred to
“historic” child abuse and “serious fail-
ings” but did not detail them.
The researcher whose documents

were raided, and who asked to remain
anonymous, is said by the Jay report to
have been subjected to “personalised
hostility at the hands of officials”.
Her treatment “led to suspicions of
collusion and cover-up”.
The Times has been shown a copy of

the researcher’s 2002 report into
grooming inRotherham,whichProfes-
sor Jay found to contain high levels of
professionalism and accuracy.
Letters, page 21
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Case files wiped
after report on
grooming gangs
When staff at a specialist Rotherham
youth service arrived for work on a
Mondaymorning to discover that their
office had been raided, they initially
suspected a burglary.
Several sensitive documents and

case files were missing, each telling the
story of a child targeted and groomed
for sex by men from the town. When
the office computer was switched on, it
became clear that electronic records
had also vanished. An online database
was wiped clean.
The 2002 raid was at the office of

Risky Business, Rotherham’s frontline
service for vulnerable young teenagers.
Staff became convinced that the covert
weekend operation had been carried
out not by criminals but by their own
employer, Rotherham council.
On Tuesday, an independent inquiry

into sex-grooming cases in the town
since 1997 accused senior council offi-
cers of consistently suppressing and
ignoring warnings about the horrors
unfolding in the town’s back streets,
parks, kebab shops and alleyways.
It said that the first documented evi-

dence of the abuse engulfing Rother-
ham was in the never-published draft
report of a 2000-01 Home Office pilot
project on child sexual exploitation.
This examined how local agencies,

including police and social services,
dealt with individual cases. When, in
early 2002, its findings landed on the
desks of senior police and council staff,
they proved incendiary.
Police officerswere accusedof failing

toprosecuteoffenders andof invariably
treating young victims as “deviant and
promiscuous”. Care professionals were
found to have “made personal judg-
ments about young women involved in
exploitation”. Responsibility was “con-
tinuously placed on young people’s
shoulders, rather than with the
suspected abusers”.
The draft report was the work of a

researcher employed by the council on
short-term contract who was given
access to the Risky Business case files.
Her analysis of their contents formed
the evidence base for the report’s
searing condemnation of widespread
local child-protection failings.
It was those files that were removed

during the raid.
Within her report was information

about local men of Pakistani heritage
whowere suspected of targeting young
teenage girls for sex, including brothers
from one family who were said to be
linked to the abuse of 54 Rotherham
girls.
The report also listed schools where

children were targeted, hotels and fast-
food outlets where sex was thought to
take place and taxi firms said to be
linked to the abuse.
A backlash followed and the raid on

the Risky Business office, in Rother-
ham International Centre, took place
on the weekend after the council and
police received the draft report.
Every file that formed the basis of the

ten case studies used in the Home
Office report was removed. Each file
contained the story of a damaged child.
The names, addresses and photo-

graphs of offenders also disappeared.
Frontline staff were stunned.
“At firstwe thoughtwe’dhadabreak-

in. All the Home Office stuff was miss-

ing from the filing cabinet. Everything
was gone. They’d even wiped the
records from the computer,” a source
told The Times.
The researcher said that the only

drawer from which files were taken
was the one containing her research
and the associated files. All that
remained was a plastic “Home Office
Research” tag.
The decision to remove the Risky

Business recordsdoesnot feature in the
independent inquiry by Alexis Jay that
was published on Tuesday, but the
report does deliver a highly critical
verdict on the response of senior local
officials to the Home Office pilot.
It reveals that after senior council

staff learnt the contents of her report,
the researcher was suspended for “an
act of gross misconduct”. She was soon
reinstated but was forbidden access to
confidential data and further contact
with child victims.
The Jay report notes the researcher’s

recollection that she was asked by
“senior council officials and the
[police] district commander” to
“remove or rewrite several sections [of
the draft] that they judged to be inaccu-
rate or exaggerated”.
Former chief Superintendent Chris-

tine Burbeary, Rotherham’s police
commander from 2001 to 2005, is said
to have “a different recollection” of
events, but the Jay report supports the
researcher’s version. The inquiry team
found that herworkwas conducted to a
“high standard of professional judg-
ment and accuracy”.
“The secrecy around this report, the

discrepancies in the accounts we
received from senior people and the
treatment of the researcher were all
deeply troubling to the inquiry team,”
the Jay report said. “They have
inevitably led to suspicion of collusion
and intended cover-up. If [the] senior
people concerned had paid more
attention to the content of the report,
more might have been done to help
children who were being violently
exploited and abused.”
The Times was unable to contact

Ms Burbeary. South Yorkshire police
said that the forcewas “not aware of the
alleged incident” but would refer to the
IPCC any “evidence that officers . . .
have covered up evidence”.
Noofficialwhoheld a senior position

within Rotherham council’s education
department, social services and youth
service in 2001-2002 remains in post.
Martin Kimber, the current chief

executive, said that he was unaware of
any “alleged raid” on the Risky Busi-
ness office and that he had “no inde-
pendent means of corroborating” the
Times claims, but pledged to look into it
if further information came to light.

Andrew Norfolk
Chief Investigative ReporterI

t has been quite a week for
Jessica. When the Rotherham
inquiry report was published on
Tuesday, she felt exhilarated
and vindicated. But as the days

have passed her fierce joy at finally
being believed has been dampened
by a growing sense of outrage.
She wants to know why senior

council and police officials who hid
the scale of her town’s sex-grooming
scandal remain in post. She feels
that from the lips of highly paid
public servants the word “sorry”
sometimes strikes a hollow tone.
By the time Jessica was 16, she

had twice been made pregnant by a
violent convicted offender in his
twenties who was suspected by
child-protection specialists of having
groomed and exploited more than a
dozen under-age Rotherham girls.
Police and social services held

detailed intelligence about the man’s
activities, but he has not been
prosecuted for a child-sex offence.
Jessica blames him for ruining her
life and fracturing her loving family.
She cannot forgive the authorities
who made no attempt to protect her.
Her courage in contacting The

Times to tell the shattering story of
her early teenage years led to an
article, published on the front page a
year ago, which shamed Rotherham
council into ordering an
independent inquiry into its failings.
Twelve months later, it has exposed
childhoods stolen and betrayed on
such an industrial scale that it has
made headlines across the world.
“I was so happy at first. Tuesday

was like judgment day for me. For
all these years, no one seemed to
care. All these terrible things were
happening and no one wanted to
believe me. Now the whole world
knows I was telling the truth.
“It seems there’s no punishment

for the professionals who were
supposed to be looking after us.
“I keep hearing them all say

they’re sorry, but that’s not enough.
The days go by and people like
Shaun Wright [the police and crime
commissioner] and Joyce Thacker
[director of children’s services] are
still in their jobs. I don’t think they’re
sorry that it happened; they’re just
sorry that it’s all been exposed.”

from 2005 to 2010; he was elected as
police and crime commissioner for
South Yorkshire in 2012. He is accused
of failing to act on a string of reports
warning about sexual exploitation by
groups of Pakistani men, although he
claims that “lots of informationwas not
escalated up to political level or indeed
senior management level”.
His deputy, Tracey Cheetham, stood

down last night, saying: “It is vital for
people to have confidence in the office
of police and crime commissioner and
I believe it would have been the right
thing for Shaun Wright to resign.”
Theresa May, the home secretary,

saidonWednesday thathe shouldheed
calls for his resignation. David Camer-
on said that the report by Professor
Alexis Jay, which revealed that 1,400
children were abused in Rotherham
over a 16-year period, was deeply
shocking and that Mr Wright should
take full responsibility for what hap-
pened. Nick Clegg, the deputy prime

minister, said that he was sickened at
the “suffering of so many children and
the blatant neglect of the people who
are there to protect them: the council,
social services, the police – who just
turned their backs on some of themost
vulnerable people in society”.
Employment lawyers said that politi-

cians were powerless to suspend Mr
Wright from office unless he was
charged with a crime with a maximum
penalty of at least two years in jail.
JohnMann, Labour MP for Basset-

law, wrote to Mrs May to ask her to
order an independent police force to in-
vestigate Mr Wright over a charge of
misconduct in a public office, which
carries a possible life sentence. He said:
“It is absurd that the people of South
Yorkshire, who would probably, to a
manandwoman, get ridofhim, can’t do
so. It’s an offence to democracy.”
Mr Wright said that he had already

taken full responsibility for the “collec-
tive failures” at Rotherham Council by

resigning in 2010 and that he would re-
main in post to improve the way in
which South Yorkshire police dealt
with crimes suchas sexual exploitation.

Martin Kimber, chief executive of
Rotherhamcouncil, gave his backing to
Joyce Thacker, the £110,000-a-year
head of children’s services, after The
Times revealed that just five months
ago she played down concerns about
the scale of grooming inRotherham.
Ms Thacker told a child protection

meeting inMarch that “agencies need
to retain a sense of proportionality”
about such offences because “it only
accounts for 2.3 per cent of the council’s
safeguarding work”.
Sonia Sharp, Ms Thacker’s predeces-

sor, who now works in Australia, said
she had been told about sexual exploi-
tation of childrenwhen she took up her
job inRotherham in 2004 and that staff
had feared that this was “the tip of an
iceberg”. “I wish we could have done
more to prevent the abuse,” she said.

‘They’re
just sorry
it’s been
exposed’

Risky Business, a frontline service for
vulnerable girls, was raided in 2002
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Art imitates life as
House of Cards is
rebuilt in Marseilles
In a country where the president had
an affair with an actress, his predeces-
sor is accused of trying to influence a
judge and the former finance minister
is caught up in an alleged corruption
scandal, even the best scriptwriters
could struggle tomake a political thrill-
er as gripping as real life.
Yet Netflix, the video streaming ser-

vice, has said that its latest big-budget
original drama productionwill be set in
France. It has promised that the series,
Marseille, will be an intelligent Shake-
spearean take on high-level politics,
and amatch forHouse of Cards, its cele-
brated £100million remake of the Brit-
ish political thriller.
That series, starring

Kevin Spacey, may have
been pipped to anEmmy
by Breaking Bad this
weekbut it has been
a huge hit.
Marseille will

be set in the
French city
and owe as

much to the criminal underworld of
The French Connection, the 1971 film,
and the cult novels of Jean-Claude Izzo
as itwill to intrigue in theElyséePalace.
However, it comes at a timewhen the

French establishment is mired in
scandal.
The tribulations of its politicians are

sure to provide inspiration for the
writers of the eight-episode series.
President Hollande has endured
months of speculation about his love
life after it was revealed that he had an
affair with Julie Gayet, an actress.
Nicolas Sarkozy, the former president,
is under investigation for allegedly
trying to obtain information from

judges about inquiries into
campaign finances.
Christine Lagarde, head
of the IMF, is under
investigation for alleged
negligence over a
€403million payment
made to a tycoon
when she was finance
minister.

Filming on the
Marseille series will start
next spring and it will
be available on Netflix
towards the end of next
year.
French fury, page 31

Alex Spence Media Editor

Plot thickens
in Bake Off
pudding row

The makers of The Great British Bake-
Off sought to dampen controversy
about a “sabotaged” baked Alaska yes-
terday after it was revealed that one of
the contestants involved had abruptly
left the show.
Diana Beard, 69, from Shropshire,

was blamed by viewers for the elimina-
tion of Iain Watters, 31, from the BBC
One show after she was shown remov-
ing his ice cream from the freezer
during a dessert task.
TV reviewers, previewing the next

episode, spotted thatMs Beard was not
in it. The BBC to issue a statement say-
ing that she had left because of illness.
Ms Beard said yesterday that she

fainted and banged her head during a
mealwith the other contestants shortly
before production of the fifth episode
was due to begin. The incident severed
her olfactory nerve, “so I have now lost
my senseof smell andmost ofmy taste”.
Earlier, Ms Beard had complained

that she was “stitched up” because the
editing of the baked Alaska episode
made it look as if she had deliberately
ruined her rival’s chances. Mr Watters
said: “I have seen all the controversy
and I don’t hold Diana responsible in
any way. There are no grudges.”
An average of 8.1 million viewers

watched the fourth episode on
Wednesday. All the episodes were
filmed between April and June.

REX FEATURES

François
Hollande and
one-time lover
Julie Gayet

Double take Benedict Cumberbatch with his Madame Tussauds clay mould. The
Sherlock actor’s waxwork will go on display round the corner from Baker Street

Alex Spence
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Valentine Low

Thomas Cromwell revealed as a true party animal
The rehabilitation of Thomas Crom-
well, part 2. Until Hilary Mantel paint-
ed her vivid portrait of Cromwell in
Wolf Hall, Henry VIII’s chief minister
was seen as a Machiavellian schemer
who stopped at nothing in his quest for
power.
Mantel showed something more:

Cromwell as a family man, self-depre-
cating as well as clever and charming.
Therewas, however, one aspect she left
out: Cromwell as party animal.
The notion that themanwho helped

to bring about the dissolution of the
monasteries and masterminded Hen-
ry’s divorce from Catherine of Aragon
was a more fun-loving figure than
history has hitherto allowed has come
from the historian Tracy Borman.
The joint chief curator of theHistoric

Royal Palaces has written a biography
in which she argues that, rather than

simply the ruthless court fixer of popu-
lar belief, Cromwell was also an
irreverent and even extravagant man
whodelighted in being a generous host.
At his parties the wine would flow,

while guests would be treated to rare
delicacies and entertained with jesters:
he once spent £1,000 on a costume to
make the king laugh. “He wasn’t just a
serious, humourless bureaucrat,” Dr
Borman said in an interview. “He’s
somebody you’d quite like to have at a
dinner party. He’s great fun.”
Much of the evidence for this re-

appraisal of themanonce seenasoneof
the great villains of history has been
overlooked by other historians, she
argued: “Piecing together details found
in themany letters, notes and accounts
thatwere seizeduponhis arrest, a fasci-
nating and very personal portrayal
emerges,” said Dr Borman
For example, guests at Cromwell’s

table could rely on a sumptuous feast.

“As well as the bewildering array of . . .
meats and fish — such as venison,
pheasant, capon, swan, rabbit, oxen,
cod, oysters and cockles — Cromwell’s
cook . . . used such exotic delicacies as
ginger, nutmeg, figs, oranges and mar-
zipan,” Dr Borman said.
Tarts or puddings were provided by a

“Mrs Bigges”, while the wine came, in
quantity, from the royal cellars.
Healsokeptunusualanimals, includ-

ing “an elk from Lubecker” and “four
live beavers from Danzig”, she said,
while his accounts reveal a predilection
for gambling, especially with dice.
However, evidence that Cromwell

was a loving husband is scant. The only

surviving letter to his wife, Elizabeth,
written during a brief absence from
London, was “more perfunctory than
affectionate,” Dr Borman said recently.
“He inquires not after her health, but

after any visitors who may have called
for him from court. And although he
sendsheragiftwith thenote, it ishardly
the most romantic, being a deer he has
slaughtered. Even then, it is not all for
her, because Cromwell instructs
Elizabeth to chop it up and give half to
his friends.”
Thomas Cromwell: The Untold Story
of Henry VIII’s Most Faithful Servant
is published by Hodder & Stoughton
on September 11.

TMS
diary@thetimes.co.uk | @timesdiary

Regrets? More
than a few . . .
Someone once asked John Hurt if
there was anything he regretted in
his career. “Everything,” the actor
sighed melodramatically.
“Whatever you do, there’s always
a better choice.” One bad decision,
though, stands out above others.
In an Irish magazine, Hurt says
that going on the BBCgenealogy
series Who do youThinkyou Are?
is the greatest regret of his life. A
big claim considering that he was
in the megaflop Heaven’s Gate, as
well as Spaceballs and King Ralph.
It still wounds him, even after
seven years, that the programme
revealed that Hurt’s roots lay in
Croydon, not CoMayo as he’d
always liked to think. “You’re as
Irish as you feel,” friends tell him,
but Hurt is disconsolate. I suppose
it must be upsetting to discover
that evenBarack O’Bama is more
Irish than you are.

carswell’s miliband fillip
A resigning MP leaves parliament
via one of two sinecure posts,
which alternate. The Chiltern
Hundreds have gone to Patrick
Mercer, Denis MacShane and
Chris Huhne (what’s the Chilterns
done to deserve that lot?), but
Douglas Carswell, the new Ukip
poster boy, will become steward of
the Manor of Northstead, whose
incumbent is David Miliband.
It’s neatly ironic
that in depriving
one Miliband of
a job, however
spurious, Carswell
increases the
chances of
another getting a
promotion.

Carswell may be a straight-talking
chap, but he has a very crooked
mouth. As Luke Jones emailed: “He’s
the first emoticon to make it to
parliament.” The emoticon :\ (look
at it sideways) is used in text speak
to convey uncertainty, something no
one could accuse Carswell of.

it’s not cricket, boris
Boris Johnson and Earl Spencer
are close friends, even though the
latter once turned down Boris’s
invitation to join the Bullingdon.
In an interview in tomorrow’s
Times Magazine, Spencer says that
they captained rival cricket teams
at the Althorp Literary Festival
recently. Boris insisted that it be a
gentlemanly affair. “No ringers,”
he said. Spencer was a bit miffed,
therefore, when a helicopter
landed and out stepped BoJo’s star
batsman: Kevin Pietersen.

The Church of England, by contrast,
plays fair. MichaelClaughton read in
The Times this week about next
month’s Anglican v Vatican cricket
match and offered his services as a
league umpire in Kent. They were
interested until he said with pride
that a 19th-century ancestor had
been bishop of both Rochester and
St Albans. This makes him ineligible,
apparently. The Catholics might
complain of bias. Instead, they’re
after a Methodist umpire. Or
preferably a couple ofatheists.

half-time dust-up
“Unforeseen circumstances” led to
an extended interval at the Proms
on Tuesday. The actual reason, I’m
told, was a huffyHungarian. When
the Budapest Festival Orchestra
took longer than expected over
Brahms’s third symphony, the
organisers asked Ivan Fischer, the
conductor, if he could minimise
the applause at the end and scrap
his encores since they needed time

to empty the AlbertHall and
bring in a second full house for
a late-nightMissa solemnis.
Fischer refused. No encore, no
second half. The organisers had
to back down and Fischer duly
milked the adoration. If only they
had stuck to the draft schedule,
which had the concert beginning

half an hour earlier.

Henry VIII’s minister was “great fun”,
especially at dinner, says a new book
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There is something reas-
suring about a desktop
computer. It remains
whereyou left it, the screen
is difficult to break and you
can watch a film without
having to squint. Yet sales
of this familiar object are
likely to be surpassed by
tablet devices next year.
A report by Mintel, the

market analyst, found that
the use of tablets had

surged so significantly in
the past 18 months that
now more than half of all
households have access to
one, compared with one in
three in April last year.
The ownership of desk-

topcomputershas fallenby
6 per cent since June last
year. Laptops remain the
most popular computer in
the home, with more than
80 per cent of households
owning one.
Paul Davies, of Mintel,

said: “The rise of tablets
has exemplified consum-
ers’ enthusiasm for port-
able, personal computers.
Tablets have not replaced

other computers, but have
instead provided many
people with an additional
form factor, allowing them
topick the optimumdevice
for the type of activity they
want to perform.”
When asked which type

of computer they would
buy in the next year, 40 per
cent would consider a lap-
topandof those,more than
60 per cent said they were
interested in a compact
notebook computer.

Lucy Holden Exclusive to subscribers

Tech news
and analysis

thetimes.co.uk/technology

Keep an eye on your bins
as recycling starts to pay
The clatter of empty wine bottles in
the night could soon be a wake-up
call to householders as financial
rewards are introduced for recycling.
Eric Pickles, the communities sec-

retary, is to present a new £5 million
fund today that will allow councils to
handoutvoucherand loyaltycards to
enthusiastic recyclers.
With such incentives on offer, resi-

dentsmaywant tokeepanearprimed
for any furtive raid by neighbours on
their pile of empties.
Who knows, it could even lead to

dawn raids on free newspapers by
early-risers eager to increase the
weight of their green bins.
The new scheme is restricted to

local authorities that have main-
tained the weekly rubbish collection
— roughly half of the 350 councils in
England — while those that have
opted for fortnightly collections are
barred.
It builds on an exercise two years

ago in which 40 projects were given
money to test reward programmes.
The original scheme inWindsor and
Maidenhead, in Berkshire, now al-
lows thousands of residents to earn
more than £100 a year in points,
which they can spend locally.
Under the scheme, households are

given a separate blue recycling bin—
for glass, paper, cardboard andplastic

—which is electronically tagged and
weighed at collection.
Residents receive a points update

by email each week and can redeem
them for discounts at local shops or
leisure centres. If they prefer, they
can donate the points to schools or
community projects.
Windsor and Maidenhead council

claims that recycling has jumped
from34percent in2010 to45percent
this year thanks to the scheme. A
council spokesmansaid theauthority
collected about 31,000 tonnes of

refuse from domestic households in
2013-14. Assuming a £50 difference
between recycling processing costs
andmore expensive landfill disposal,
the scheme will have already saved
the local authority about £1 million.
The spokesman said that therewas

no evidence of cardboard pilfering
although she admitted that it could
go undetected.
“Wewould like to think that people

don’t dip into their neighbour’s bins
to boost their points or go collecting
freesheets,” he said.
Mr Pickles will use today’s an-

nouncement as a platform to score
political points against the Labour
party and councils that have intro-
duced fortnightly rubbish collections
to save money.
Labour toyed with the idea of

introducing a charge for excessive
black bin rubbish as a way to
encourage recycling — a kind of
scheme that operates in several
European countries.
“It is a myth that fortnightly bin

collections or unfair bin fines are
needed to increase recycling,” Mr
Pickles said.
“Rewards for recycling show how

working with families can deliver
environmental benefits without the
draconian approach of punishing
people and leaving out smelly rub-
bish.
“This government is protecting the

local environment by supporting
recycling as well as championing
weekly domestic collections which
protect local amenity and public
health.
“Councils with fortnightly collec-

tions will not receive government
funding and are short-changing
their residents with an inferior
service.
“There is analternative to the town

hall bin barons who pushed through
fortnightly bin collections and are
now trying to move to monthly bin
collections by stealth.”

Jill Sherman Whitehall Editor
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Students ‘penalised for good
answers’ in language exams
Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

Light show The spectacular dancing lights of the aurora borealis as seen against
a starry sky over Bamburgh beach in Northumberland on Wednesday night

MIKE RIDLEY / NNP

The highest-achieving girls at a top in-
dependent school were marked down
in this summer’s language GCSEs, it
was claimed yesterday. The inaccurate
marking couldheraldproblems fornew
GCSEs being introduced by the gov-
ernment next year.
Fiona Boulton, headmistress of

Guildford High School, and Jon Coles,
a formerdirector-general for education
standards at the Department for
Education, conducted the first-ever
direct comparison of GCSEs with
International GCSEs.
They found that thebrightest girlsdid

better at the iGCSE because the GCSE
penalised their responses to extended-
answer questions, which are meant to
give outstanding candidates a chance
to shine. Less outstanding candidates
did better at theseGCSEquestions
by givingmore formulaic answers
that examiners could recognise.
The prestigious school, at

which almost 73 per cent of
GCSE entries this summer
were graded A*, is part of
United Learning, a chain of
schools of which Mr Coles is
chief executive.
He said the results did not

bodewell for thenewGCSEs, re-
vamped on the orders of Michael
Gove andbeing introduced inSep-

tember 2015. Of the
marking of papers Mr
Coles said: “It came out
with the wrong rank
order in quite a signifi-
cantway. InGCSE the
marking seems to be
unreliable for longer-
answer questions.
There are some really
interesting lessons here
for GCSE reform —
there’s an awful lot of
expectation that
there will be more
longer-answer ques-

tions [in the new exams]. That’s only
going towork if something can be done
about the quality of marking.”
At the school, rated sixth inTheTimes

GCSEresults table, 138girls satdual sets
of exams in French, German and Span-
ish this summer. Against expectations
they did better in iGCSEs than in
GCSEs, suggesting GCSEs are harder.
When school leaders analysed the re-

sults, however, they found their bright-
est teenagers were the ones who had
missed the top grades inGCSE. Twenty
sevencandidateswhoachievedanA* in
the iGCSE were awarded an A grade in
GCSE. This compared with five candi-
dates scoring anA* in theGCSEand an
A grade in iGCSE.
Mrs Boulton said: “When we drilled

down into the issue, the marking of the
controlled assessment paper was errat-
ic at best . . . In the iGCSE, which has
more grammar content, they were
scoring between 92 and 100 per cent, in
the GCSE it was 72 to 80 per cent.”
The iGCSEbetter rewardedthe fluent

writing of themost able girls, Mrs Boul-
tonsaid,while intheGCSE, weakercan-
didates wrote “more basic sentences
that matched the mark scheme so were
picking up marks. The idiosyncrasies of
language aren’t being rewarded.”
Mr Coles added: “It looked like the

iGCSEwaseasier, but I suspect it’smore
accurate. If the GCSE is going to have
more extended writing in it, it raises
questions about more turbulence.”

Online tomorrow

GCSE results from
independent schools
thetimes.co.uk

Guildford High School’s grades

French

German

Spanish

Total

GCSE
93%

86.7%

81.7%

76.6%

81.4%

93.6%

90.7%

92.1%

iGCSE

Fiona Boulton spoke
of “erratic marking”
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Walk a mile a day to boost
chance of surviving cancer

Abriskwalkof just amile adaycanhelp
cancer patients slash their risk of dying
of thedisease, according to calculations
by charities.
Womenwith breast cancer whowalk

20 minutes a day are 40 per cent less
likely to die from the condition than
inactive patients, while men with
prostate cancer are 30 per cent less
likely to die of the disease, Macmillan
Cancer Support said.
It added thatmost of Britain’s 1.6mil-

lion cancer patients were denying
themselves the benefit of this “wonder
drug” by failing to be active enough.
Walking at about 3mph also appears

to cut the risk of cancer returning, the
charity said, after looking at previous
research. Bowel cancer patients halved
their risk of recurrence by walking 50
minutes a day.
“We know that the health benefits of

physical activity are incredible and
today’s research highlights the very
simple reality — walking can save
lives,” Ciarán Devane, chief executive
of Macmillan Cancer Support, said.
“We cannot continue to turn a blind

eye towhat is a very simple andobvious
solution. Physical activity is a wonder
drugandhealthcareprofessionalsmust

prescribe physical activity, such as
walking, as a standard part of cancer
recovery.”
The figures are based on an aggrega-

tion of four papers, originally published
two years ago, which concluded that
active patients could significantly cut
their risk of dying of cancer. For exam-
ple, one study found that 12 per cent of
inactive breast cancer patients died
compared with 6 per cent of those
doing three to five hours a week of
medium-paced walking.
The chief medical officer recom-

mends that people get at least two and
a half hours of moderate exercise a
week. This would mean walking at
about 3mph for about 20minutes a day,
covering about amile. Only 400,000 of
Britain’s two million cancer sufferers
are thought to meet this target.
The charity runs a “walking for

health” scheme with the Ramblers,
which Sandra Sayce, 51, joined in 2011
after treatment for skin cancer.
“It gave me the push I needed to

make those vital first steps back into
physical activity,” she said. “Despite the
cold Januaryweather, I was able to take
part in the simple, easygoing walk
which was crucial to beginning my
recovery. Since then I’ve gone from
strength to strength.”

Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

Neigh bother Horses stranded when the River Dulnain flooded in Inverness-shire seem glad that the waters have receded

Magnetic brain
zapper improves
memory in days
Memorycanbeenhancedbydelivering
magnetic pulses to the brain, scientists
have found, raising the prospect of new
forms of treatment for dementia.
Healthy volunteers who were given

just three sessions ofmagnetic stimula-
tion performed better on a range of
memory tasks, such as matching faces
and words.
The technique, called transcranial

magnetic stimulation (TMS), uses a
“paddle” that is held next to the scalp
without any need for surgery or drugs.
Joel Voss, who led the study at

Northwestern University in Illinois,
said: “This non-invasive stimulation
improves the ability to learn new
things. It has tremendous potential for
treating memory disorders.”
In TMS, the magnetic field pene-

trates the brain and triggers electrical
activity in neurons. Previously, the
technique has been used to boost per-
formance temporarily in arithmetic
tests and to speedup reaction times, but
this is the first study to demonstrate
that it can be used to enhance memory
and to produce effects lasting more
than 24 hours.
“I was astonished to see that it

worked so specifically,” Dr Voss said.
The study involved 16 healthy

participants, aged 21 to 40, who were
each given a detailed brain scan to
locate a target for the magnetic pulse.
The brain’s memory centre, called

the hippocampus, is located deep with-
in the brain, beyond the reach of the
magnetic fields delivered from the
scalp. Instead, a region at the brain’s
surface was identified that is densely
connected to the hippocampus, mean-
ing that stimulating neurons in this
“sweet spot” would be likely to trigger a
response in the hippocampus. “To

properly target the stimulation, we had
to identify the structures in each
person’s brain space because everyone’s
brain is different,” Dr Voss said.
Each day, for the next five days, the

participants were given a memory test,
in which they had to learn to match
photos of faces with random words
such as “cat” or “shoe”. After the first
day, they were also given a session of
either TMS targeted at the memory
region or a “placebo” TMS targeted at
an unrelated brain region.
When participants were given brain

stimulation, they improved signifi-
cantly quicker on the memory task,
although it took three days for theTMS
to have an effect, the authors report in
the journal Science.
Jane Wang, a co-author of the study,

said that the technique could open up a
new kind of targeted therapy for
dementia or the rehabilitation of stroke
patients, who have to effectively re-
learn information and skills. “Nomedi-
cation could be as specific as TMS for
these memory networks,” she said.
However, others were sceptical

about the likelihood of the results
yielding direct benefits to patients.
Eric Karran, director of research at

Alzheimer’s Research UK, suggested
that the authors had overhyped their
findings. “They’ve claimed it will be
useful to migraine, stroke, Alzheimer’s
— almost anything above the neck,” he
said. “In Alzheimer’s there is a re-
morseless loss of cognitive functions
and it would be unlikely that the mod-
est effects seen in this study would be
able to prevent that.”
Professor Heidi Johansen-Berg, a

neuroscientist at the University of Ox-
ford, said that there was a “more obvi-
ous logic” why the technique would
help stroke patients, who have to ac-
tively relearn knowledge.

Hannah Devlin Science Editor

MARK HAMBLIN/REX FEATURES
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Sea cave
is ‘biggest
in Britain’

A
geologist
claims to
have found
the biggest
cave in

Britain on the coast of
Shetland, knocking a
cave at Cheddar Gorge,
Somerset, from the top
of the list (Katie
Gibbons writes).
Jonathan Swale used a

laser range-finder in the
Calders Geo sea cave at
Esha Ness, right, and
found a cavity 18m tall
(60ft) and spanning a
floor area of 5,600sqm
(60,278 sq ft).
“I don’t think anyone

else was aware just how
big the cave is, so I
decided to find out for
myself,” Mr Swale, 53,
said. A trained zoologist
who describes himself as
“only an amateur
geologist”, he decided to
measure the cave, far

right, independently
from Scottish National
Heritage, where he
works as a nature
reserve manager.
Having taken initial

measurements last
month, he returned this
week with the laser
range-finder. “The sea
cave can only be
accessed by boat, so I
went in by kayak and
fired a few shots to get
rough dimensions. This
time I climbed out on to
a rock, so I had a better

position and managed to
get shots from 360
degrees around the cave.
You then join up the
dots to mark the
outline.”
Mr Swale found it to

be one and a half times
as big as the Cheddar
Gorge cave that was
previously believed to be
the largest in Britain. A
Shetland Islands council
spokesman said: “This
could potentially be a
huge tourism
opportunity.”

Rainy, foggy, floody:wild West
Country has worst weather
Its reputation for a balmy, mild
climate helps to attract some 15 mil-
lionvisitors eachyear, but in truth the
West Country has some of the most
violent weather in Britain, according
to a study.
Perhaps the most surprising find-

ing is that the southwest is the
windiest region in England and
Wales, with west Cornwall being
almost as windy as the extreme west
of Scotland.
In 1979Gwennap, near Land’s End,

recorded a gust of wind that reached
190km/h (118mph), one of thehighest
wind speeds known for lowland
Britain. Even the Isles of Scilly can be
battered by winds of more than
160km/h (100mph). In fact, the entire
West Country enjoys calm condi-
tions for only about 2 per cent of the
time.
As John Keats wrote on a visit to

Devon in March 1818: “It is a splashy,
rainy, misty, snowy, foggy, haily,
floody, muddy slipshod county.”
The study, published in the Royal

Meteorological Society’s journal
Weather, points out that the south-
west peninsula faces the brunt of

storms roaring in from the Atlantic
and has no protection from Ireland,
which shields much of Wales and
northwest England from theAtlantic
storms.
When the winds swing round to

the east, they can batter Devon and
Cornwall. In January 1917 the fishing
village of Hallsands, south Devon,
was totally destroyed during a storm.
Allen Perry, a retired climatologist

from the University of Swansea, said:
“We have expectations of a good
climate in the southwest based on its
popularity for holidays, starting in
the 19th century when rich people
went toplaces likeTorquay forwinter
to escape colder weather elsewhere.
But this is a region of paradoxes and
big contrasts.”
It is also a thoroughly wet region.

One local saying goes: “Devon,
Devon, six days of rain and one in
heaven.”
Rain falls on about 200 days each

year in Cornwall, often as a steady
light rain called a “mizzle” — a fine,
drenching drizzle that can soak a
walker in minutes and is especially
common along the coasts and the
moorlands. “The total rainfall in a
day may be quite small, but it’s the

greyness, with the mist rolling in and
the feelingofdampness that canbe so
unpleasant,” Dr Perry said.
At the other extreme, the region is

prey to someof themost violent rain-
falls inBritain.Archives revealed that
theUK’sworstdaily fallsof rain,more
than 200mm (7.9in), have almost all
struck the southwest, leading to
disastrous floods, most recently in
Boscastle in2004when91peoplehad
to be rescued.
The landscape also plays a big role

in the rains because themoorlands of
Bodmin, Exmoor and Dartmoor all
rise steeplyand thrustupwetAtlantic
winds into big, beefy rainclouds.
Temperatures in the region are

also nowhere near as benign as its
reputationmight suggest. In Decem-
ber 2010, Exeter airport recorded the
UK’s coldest Christmas Day: minus
16.5C (2.3F).
One of the worst blizzards in Brit-

ish history struck in March 1891,
when snowdrifts piled up to 6m high
(20ft), burying houses, roads and
railways. Several people froze to
death outdoors and ten trains were
lost when they became engulfed in
snowdrifts.
Forecast, page 17

Paul Simons

Dogs suffer from the back-to-school blues

As the start of the autumn termbeck-
ons, younger members of the family
are often afflicted with that familiar
seasonal melancholy, the “back to
school blues”.
It is not just children who are

affected, however: their dogs can also
get upset when their young owners
leave. According to research, pets
suffer from separation anxiety, with
many dogs feeling abandoned at
this time of year.
Unable to cope, they will look for

ways to lash out, according to Nick

Dodman of Tufts University’s Cum-
mings School of VeterinaryMedicine
in Massachusetts. Dogs with separa-
tion anxiety will bark, howl, whine or
destroy things, leaving a trail of
scratched doors, damaged
blinds or torn curtains, he
said. One in three will
simplyhave“accidents”.
Others will refuse to
eat when their
owners are
gone. “There

will be an exuberant greeting when
you do come home, one that can last
severalminutes, then the dogwill run
to the food bowl,” Dr Dodman said.
He estimated that 20 per cent of
the 80million dogs in the US have

separation anxiety.
Thebestway to ease anxie-
ty in dogs was to make the
departure of children to
school a happy time with

toys and treats, he said.
He also suggested
creating a place in

the house where the dog
feels safe.

Valentine Low

Pets can suffer separation
anxiety after the holidays
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Let’s make Lord Haw-Haw the
last to face treason charges
Ben Macintyre
Page 19

Muslims must tackle the misogyny in their midst
Most British Pakistanis are appalled at the horrors of Rotherham, but they have to confront the attitudes that cause it

W
e are only beginning
to understand the
potency of Islamic
fundamentalism,
with its dangerous

notions of received truth and moral
superiority.
It manifests itself in more ways

than jihadism. It also drives the
attitude behind coerced marriages,
female genital mutilation and the
dehumanising absurdity of the burka.
All these things, in different ways,
demonstrate a medieval attitude to
women among extremists. It is not
racist to point this out; merely
enlightened.
Some moderate Muslims, too, are

held back by the dictates of their
religion. My mum and dad went to a
wedding in the United States this
month. My dad’s nephew was getting
married and it was, as is often the
case with Pakistani marriages, a
splendid two-day affair. But at the
reception, mum was crushed to hear
fathers marrying off daughters
before they had completed their
college education. When it came to
sons, the presumption was reversed.
“The man is the head of the house,”
they explained. “Boys have to have
an education. For girls, it’s a luxury.”
My paternal grandfather, Alamdar,

was another moderate whose ideals
were scuppered by the dictates of
Islam. He was a brilliant man who
rose through the police force in
southern India before partition,

eventually becoming chief of police.
My dad used to look on wide-eyed as
British officers saluted him. Alamdar
wanted his five children (four
daughters and a son) to be treated
equally on his death, but his wishes
were betrayed. Islamic law dictated
that my father alone receive his estate.
But for dad’s integrity, his sisters
would have been left without a bean.
When we think of misogyny in

Islamic communities, our minds
often turn to places such as Saudi
Arabia, where women are banned
from driving and have to ask male
guardians’ permission to work or
marry. The vast majority of Muslims
condemn this, and rightly so. But
echoes of this attitude reverberate
far wider. It is hard-wired into many
Islamic institutions and customs,
neutering the forces of progress.
Moderate Muslims must be open
about this if they are to defeat the
fanatics.
The underlying problem is, of

course, received truth. Extremists
regard moral decrees stated more

than 1,500 years ago as literally and
eternally true. They see the
suppression of women as a moral
imperative. It is not that they lack
empathy or humanity; it is that these
traits are distorted by their grotesque
interpretation of the Koran. It is a
curious and haunting process. I have
seen Christian fundamentalists tread
a not dissimilar path. On the Today
programme yesterday, Kalsoom
Bashir, of Inspire, a human rights
organisation, talked about the “Raja
complex” in sections of the Pakistani
community, where boys are revered

by their mothers and sisters and
given unbridled control over family
affairs. She argued that it can lead to
a degrading attitude to women and
may have been one of the reasons for
the prevalence of Pakistani men in
the sexual exploitation scandals that
have come to light in Rochdale,
Derby and, most recently,
Rotherham. She may be right.
She didn’t mention Islam but the

connection, to my mind, is clear.
Religious presumptions of the moral
and intellectual superiority of man
morph, as a matter of historical
inevitability, into customs where
women are oppressed. I suspect that
few of the Pakistani men involved in
child sexual exploitation were
Islamic extremists in the sense of
wanting to become jihadists, but the
connection is there in a subtler way.
Moderate Muslims should be brave
enough to say this too.
Does this mean there is a “deep-

rooted” problem with Pakistani
culture, as the report into the
Rotherham scandal implied? It is
here, I think, we need to introduce a
bit of perspective. There are
1.2 million people in this country of
Pakistani heritage. Five so far have
been convicted in Rotherham (this is
an affront to justice given the scale of
the abuse). But suppose that ten
times as many had been involved; or
a hundred times as many. This would
still represent a tiny fraction of the
total.
Many of the Pakistani community

are secularists, many are atheists,
and many others are Muslims only
in the most tenuous sense. They are
like the children of avowed
Christians, who pay lip service to the
faith to please the family but don’t
believe in a single verse of scripture.
Even among those with outdated
attitudes towards women, whether
because of warped religious ideals or

customs, only a tiny minority would
dream of indulging in the sexual
exploitation of children. The vast
majority will have been repulsed by
what has been reported. So while I
worry about the corrupting power of
Islam, I also worry about the
indiscriminate tarring of entire
ethnic groups.
Providing statistical context in the

aftermath of a scandal often looks
like appeasement. It shouldn’t be this
way. In a few weeks’ time, when the
Rotherham scandal has faded from
the news, it would be tragic if there
was a lingering presumption that
Pakistani men in general have a
warped attitude towards women.
It seems to me that we need to

fight a dual battle. We need to stand
up for our values and be more
muscular in the way we confront
unacceptable religious practices. If
we think the ritual slaughtering of
animals is inhumane, we should ban
halal meat. If we think (as I do) that
the burka is an affront to civilised
values, we should say so. But we
should also recognise that Islamic
moderates (even those who eat halal)
are fighting a wider battle against
extremism.
Their task is difficult enough,

given the cultural baggage of their
religion, without facing unfair
persecution. They need all the help

they can get. And we should never
tarnish entire communities on the
basis of the crimes of a few.
Nobody has a more healthy

contempt for Islamic
fundamentalism than my father but
his hatred of stereotyping runs it
close. “We can win these battles,” he
said to me yesterday. “We can beat
the extremists who want to destroy
us. But we can also defeat those
insinuate that everybody with brown
skin is a suicide bomber or closet
rapist. In fact, we are unlikely to win
either battle unless we win both.”

Philip Collins is away

If we think the burka is an affront to
civilised society, we should say so
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Alicante 33 Cloudy
Amsterdam 18 Sunny
Athens 28 Sunny
Barcelona 25 Thunder
Belgrade 26 Sunny
Berlin 24 Shower
Brussels 22 Sunny
Bucharest 26 Sunny
Budapest 25 Sunny
Corfu 27 Sunny
Faro 24 Sunny
Florence 31 Sunny
Frankfurt 23 Rain
Geneva 23 Rain
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Nice 26 Fair
Nicosia 32 Sunny
Oslo 18 Sunny
Paris 22 Shower
Prague 22 Shower
Reykjavik 13 Cloudy
Rhodes 27 Sunny
Rome 30 Sunny
Salzburg 21 Shower
St Petersburg 15 Rain
Stockholm 18 Shower
Tenerife 22 Sunny
Venice 28 Sunny
Vienna 26 Sunny
Warsaw 23 Sunny

Today’s temperatures forecast for noon

Forecast for noon today. Wind speed in mph.
Temperatures maximum for day, degrees C

thetimes.co.uk

T/S
Cristobal

Noon today
LOW

Portugal, Spain, Corsica, Sardinia, southern
Italy,
It should again be a fine day, with long sunny
spells. Maximum 38C (100F), minimum 12C (54F).

Northern Italy, France, Switzerland, Austria,
Germany, the Low Countries, Denmark
Some bright or sunny spells but areas of cloud
may also bring some showery rain, heavy in
places. Maximum 27C (81F), minimum 5C (41F).

Scandinavia
The risk of a few showers over Finland and
southern parts of Sweden, but many places will
be dry with some sunshine. Maximum 20C (68F),
minimum 0C (32F).

Western Russia, the Baltic states
Rather cloudy, with scattered showers which may
turn heavy and thundery in places.

Maximum 21C (70F), minimum 12C (54F).

Poland, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Slovakia,
Ukraine, Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania
It should be a fine day, with little in the way of
cloud and some long sunny spells.
Maximum 24C (75F), minimum 3C (37F).

Greece, Turkey, Cyprus
Most places will be dry with unbroken sunshine.
Maximum 36C (97F), minimum 13C (55F).

British Isles
Some sunny spells, but also scattered showers,
and a longer spell of rain over Scotland.
Maximum 22C (72F), minimum 8C (46F).

Outlook
Further showers are expected over central and
eastern Europe. Staying sunny in the south.
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Alexandra Frean US Notebook

The irreverence of the national service era has been replaced by an overindulgent respect

We are too sentimental about our armed forces

S
oldiers sometimes fret that
British people “no longer
understand the military”. To
judge by such talk, one might
suppose that British power,

like that of Sparta, was built on a
nation of men who lived for war.
Nothing could be further from the
truth. Victorian Britain never tried to
match the large conscript armies of
continental Europe despite its world
empire.
There was, in fact, only a brief

period when significant numbers of
British people had personal
experience of the armed forces. That
began with the First World War and
ended with national service, Britain’s
only experiment with peacetime
conscription. When the last conscript
left the army in May 1963, the
proportion of veterans in the
population was higher than at any
other point in history.
The ubiquity of military

experience did not, however, make
the British militaristic — rather the
reverse. Private Eye was founded in
1962 by men whose irreverent
attitude to authority owed much to
the fact that they had been called up
in the 1950s; Richard Ingrams
claimed that he had been refused a
commission after his commanding
officer asked what he had “played” at
his public school and he replied: “The
cello, sir.” Anti-militarism coloured
how Britain marked the 50th
anniversary of the First World War:

think of Oh, What a Lovely War! and
Alan Clark’s The Donkeys. The
Second World War was recalled in
relatively favourable terms, but this
was often because it was presented
as a rebellion against conventional
militarism. The anti-nuclear
campaigner EP Thompson liked to
recall how he had served in a
“people’s army”. One of Penguin’s
star witnesses in the Lady Chatterley
trial of 1960 was Francis Cammaerts,
who had begun the Second World
War as a conscientious objector
before volunteering for dangerous
duties behind enemy lines.
Even men who did not oppose

military authority often displayed
scepticism about its claims, and this
was most marked among those who
knew the armed forces from the
inside. Duncan Sandys, whose
policies, as a Conservative minister
of defence, are said to have brought

him to blows with the chief of the
Imperial General Staff, limped from
wounds that he had received in 1940.
Denis Healey was another wartime
officer who was not afraid to take on
the army — he referred allegations
that the Scots Guards had murdered
civilians in Malaya in 1948 to the
director of public prosecutions.
Military experience is rarer now.

In Margaret Thatcher’s first cabinet
of 1979, almost every minister apart
from her had served in the armed
forces; Tony Blair’s first cabinet (in
1997) did not contain a single
veteran. The decline of military

experience, however, has gone with a
decline in anti-militarism rather than
a decline in militarism. In the 1970s,
it was still common for the left to
regard the forces with hostility. Now,
it would be political suicide for any
public figure to denigrate them.
In some ways, the relatively small

casualties in modern wars (fewer
British soldiers have died in
Afghanistan over 13 years than died
in Korea over three) has itself
created a particular reverence for the
services. Attention is now focused on
individual victims. As prime minister,
Gordon Brown wrote to every
bereaved family: something that
would have been inconceivable to
Churchill. The frontier between
officers and other ranks has also
been eroded: few outside the services
now know the difference between a
bombardier and a brigadier.

Curiously, the unpopularity of wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan has
contributed to an indulgent view of
the forces. The public sees soldiers as
the victims of politicians’ wars, and
people who would not think twice
about describing Mr Blair as a war
criminal are reticent about crimes
committed by British soldiers. The
wife of Sergeant Alexander
Blackman, convicted of murder in
Afghanistan, believed he would have
received more lenient treatment
from a civilian jury than a military
court martial.
What is the long-term significance

of all this? Increased respect for the
army does not mean that Britain is
becoming a more military country.
With British troops more or less out
of Afghanistan, the armed forces face
even more cuts.
The sentimental terms in which

the forces are often now discussed
prevents the hard-headed
calculations that are needed in
military affairs. Soldiers need to be
subjected to strict, sometimes harsh,
discipline and commanders will often
have to sacrifice lives to achieve their
objectives. A country that forgets
this has, in effect, turned its army
into a museum piece.
If we want to understand what is

happening to the military, perhaps
we should look at the fate of another
group that was overwhelmingly
male, wedded to tradition and forged
by physical hardship and danger.
Every time that I hear conservatives
talk about the armed forces, I am
reminded of the tones in which,
during the 1980s, the left discussed
the National Union of Mineworkers.

Richard Vinen is author of National
Service: Conscription in Britain 1945-63

National service, satirised in Carry on
Sergeant, made Britain less militaristic

A brigadier and a
bombardier – few now
know the difference

Richard
Vinen

League tables won’t
make hospital food
taste any better
Phil Hammond

T
here never was a golden
age of hospital food.
Rubbery fish and soggy
vegetables have been
signature dishes of the

NHS since 1948.
There’s a fluorescent cheese sauce

that is unique to hospitals, possibly
because it’s radioactive. I once
worked on a renal ward where
patients awaiting transplants were
served kidneys. It was tough, but not
as tough as the kidneys themselves,
which never made it on to a fork. At
least patients now get a choice,
between a wedge of macaroni cheese
you could use as a breeze block and
some form of processed meat in
brown sauce.
Loyd Grossman tried adding

fennel to the NHS menu with
limited success and James Martin
has been trying to end of “the horror
of hospital food”. Now five legally
binding food standards have been

proposed. Yet change is more likely
to come from Twitter. Mobile phones
are now allowed in hospital, allowing
images of the dish of the day to go
viral, if it didn’t start out that way.
The test of any menu is to see how

much of it is thrown away. Up to half
of all hospital meals don’t make it
into the mouth, either because they
aren’t appetising or because patients
aren’t getting help to eat. This
matters because the NHS is now
largely an elderly care service, with
the average age of a hospital patient
often over 80. More than 40 per cent
of adult patients are malnourished on
arrival in hospital, half severely so.
Many relatives now bring food into

hospital for their loved ones, but will
hospital fare ever be so good that we
take it home? I’ve yet to see a doggy
bag with an NHS quiche in it, which
would be a challenge for even the
hungriest labrador.
Under the new rules, patients will

be screened for malnutrition and
helped to eat and drink, while
hospital canteens will be
unrecognisably healthy. Jeremy
Hunt, the health secretary, believes
he will succeed where Loyd and
James failed by “giving patients the
power to compare food on wards”.
If a league table makes a blind bit

of difference, I’ll eat rubbery fish for
the rest of my life. In the meantime,
patients and NHS staff are growing
food in the gardens of GP surgeries
across the London borough of
Lambeth, and selling it to local
hospitals. It sparks community
wellbeing and provides great food for
hospitals at a cheap price. That has
to be worth a thousand league tables.

Phil Hammond is an NHSdoctor and
broadcaster

He, she or ze:
pronouns
really are
personal now

W
hen I dropped off my
son for his first term
at university on the
American west coast
at the weekend, he

was asked what gender pronoun he
would like to use during his time
there: he, she, or a gender-neutral
alternative such as “ze”?
“He,” my son replied without

blinking, before slapping on a name
badge with “he, his, him” written in
the corner. I tried not to look
surprised. I was unaware of the
extent to which preferred gender
pronouns, or PGPs, are spreading at
US universities. In addition to “ze”,
options include “sie”, “e”, “ou”, “ve”,
and also the singular “they”.
The trend arises from the same

drive towards inclusiveness that has
seen “chairman” transformed into
“chair”. But principally it is fuelled by
the growing visibility of individuals

who identify themselves as
“genderqueer”, rejecting
conventional distinctions and
identifying with neither, both, or a
combination of male and female
genders.
My son and other freshmen

seemed to think it was an OK idea,
although they agreed that made-up
words were less likely to catch on
than the singular “they”, as in: “I
asked my friend and they
said . . .”
That’s also the view of

Dennis Baron, a professor of
linguistics at the University of
Illinois, who has documented
numerous failed attempts to
introduce gender-neutral
pronouns in the past 150 years.
“Pronouns are the most

conservative part of speech
in English and speakers are
incredibly slow to adopt
new ones,” he tells me.
“That’s why I call
gender-neutral
pronouns the words
that failed.”
Sally McConnell-

Ginet, a professor
emerita at Cornell who
has written extensively
on gender and
language, accepts that
society might be served by

less rigid ideas about gender but says
it’s virtually impossible to predict
which new pronouns will stick and
which will be a passing fad.
Before the year 1000, she adds,

there was no “she” in English, just
heo, which referred to singular
females but meant “they” as well.
Eventually we borrowed a form of
“she” from Scandinavia (where else?).

Reading widely

Family and friends in
England have been
surprised by my son’s

response when asked what
he is studying at uni: “I’ve
got some ideas but I don’t

really know yet.”
With a four-year US

college degree, students
are not required to
specialise until the end
of the second year, a
system British
universities might do
well to emulate. With
today’s trend towards

portfolio careers, even kids
who know what they want
to do in life (or think they do)
could benefit from casting
their gaze more widely, at
least initially. As the
American essayist William
Deresiewicz says: “The

problem with specialisation is that it
makes you into a specialist. It cuts
you off, not only from everything
else in the world, but also from
everything else in yourself.”

Life studies

As I left my son 3,000 miles
from our Washington DC
home, I consoled myself with

new research, published in the
journal Demography, indicating that
parents of graduates live two years
longer than those whose kids flunk
high school.
The obvious explanation might be

that graduates’ parents are likely to
be better educated themselves and so
less likely to smoke and more likely
to exercise, etc. But the researchers
suggest that it’s more complicated
than that as a child’s educational
attainments can have a bigger effect
on a parent’s life expectancy than
their own level of learning. Getting a
college degree themselves adds only
1.7 years to a parent’s life.
Whatever the reason, it has given

me a useful new argument: study
hard, my life depends on it.

Alexandra Frean is US business
correspondent

Renal patients awaiting
transplants were given
kidneys for lunch
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This is low criminality, not high treason
British jihadis should be stripped of citizenship but not prosecuted for a crime that would give them spurious glamour

H
igh treason, disloyalty to
the state, is still considered
the most serious crime
that a citizen can commit.
Dante reserved the

ninth circle of hell for traitors. “A
nation cannot survive treason from
within,” Cicero declared. “The traitor
appears not to be a traitor . . . he rots
the soul of a nation.”
Britain, frequently under threat

from within and without, has a long
and painful history of treason, and
thus a national preoccupation with
internal betrayal by enemies
disguised as compatriots.
The Treason Act of 1351 reserved

the most spectacular punishment for
a crime that threatens the very
security of the state: “The prisoner
shall be drawn on a hurdle to the
place of execution and, after
execution, shall have the head
severed from the body and the body
divided into four quarters.” The
death penalty for high treason was
not legally scrapped until 1999.

From the Gunpowder Plot to the
Cambridge spies, fear of treason
bubbles up at times of political crisis
and paranoia. Nearly 70 years after
the last traitor was executed in
Britain, there is talk of treason once
again, with hundreds of young
Muslim Britons streaming to Syria
and Iraq to join a jihad dedicated, in
its widest application, to
undermining the British state.
Boris Johnson warns of the “tide of

terror” that may be unleashed by
hardened Islamic State fighters,
“profoundly hostile” to Britain and
western civilisation, who have sworn
allegiance to a terrorist state. David
Davis, the former shadow home
secretary, argues that Britons

fighting for Islamic State should be
treated as traitors, tried and stripped
of British citizenship. He compares
them with Nazi collaborators in the
Second World War.
In theory, British jihadis could face

life imprisonment if convicted under
the Treason Act, which states that
high treason has been committed “if
a man do levy war against our lord
the King in his realm, or be adherent

to the King’s enemies in his realm,
giving to them aid and comfort in the
realm, or elsewhere”.
But in practice, as the last treason

trial proved, a case for high treason
would be difficult to prosecute and
probably counter-productive,
imbuing British jihadis with the sort
of revolutionary kudos they long for
and do not merit.
On September 27, 1945, William

Joyce, known as Lord Haw-Haw on
account of the upper-class drawl he
affected during his broadcasts from
Nazi Germany, went on trial for high
treason at the Old Bailey. The
notorious British Nazi had been shot
in the backside and captured on the
German border with Denmark.
The prosecution alleged that he

was “a person owing allegiance to
our Lord the King, and while a war
was being carried on by the German
realm against our King, did
traitorously adhere to the King’s
enemies in Germany.”
The odious Joyce made no attempt

to deny his actions — he could
hardly do so, since at the height of
his influence in 1940 some 6 million
British listeners had tuned in to hear
— and mock — his Germany Calling
propaganda broadcasts.
His defence team pointed out that

he was not British, but American,
having been born in New York in
1906: he had lied about his nationality

to obtain a British passport in 1933,
and thus owed no “duty of allegiance”
to Britain. If the jury had been left to
decide Lord Haw-Haw’s national
allegiance, he might well have been
acquitted, but the judge directed that
Joyce did owe loyalty to the crown.
He was hanged at Wandsworth
prison on January 3, 1946.
Any attempt to prosecute British

jihadis for treason on their return
from Syria and Iraq would also hinge

on the key issue of allegiance. While
such people may have travelled on
British passports they arguably
renounced any allegiance by
adherence to Islamic State, which
has proclaimed its own right to issue
passports. They would doubtless
argue, as Joyce’s lawyers did, that “an
alien who is outside the King’s
dominions owes no sort of allegiance
to the crown”.
Treason represents a breach of the

contract between citizen and state
under which a duty of loyalty is
maintained in exchange for the law’s
protection: proving that British
Islamic fighters had violated that pact
would be exceptionally tricky. Treason

is usually applied only in times of war:
Britain is not formally at war with
Islamic State and seems unwilling to
be drawn into one by joining US
airstrikes in northern Syria.
British jihadis in Syria and Iraq are

undoubtedly bent on “aiding and
assisting enemies of the crown”, but
there are better legal tools for dealing
with them than the archaic and
discredited Treason Act, which should
be scrapped. Instead, British jihadists
could be stripped of citizenship,
making it impossible for them to
come back. The Terrorism Act gives
British courts jurisdiction over certain
offences committed abroad, including
murder and bombing, regardless of
the victim’s nationality. Returning
fighters might also be prosecuted for
incitement to murder.
But the main reason for eschewing

the emotive term “traitor” is not
legal, but cultural. As Joyce knew, the
charge of high treason lends a
spurious, sinister, menacing glamour:
Lord Haw-Haw was a violent, self-
publicising thug, who understood
fully the value of propaganda. The
same is true of those British enemies
of Britain, heading for the killing
fields of Syria and Iraq, and then on
to the battlefields of YouTube.
They should be stripped of their

rights as Britons, denied the publicity
they crave and prosecuted as low
criminals, not high traitors.

They head for the
killing fields of Iraq and
then on to YouTube

The Lord Haw-Haw
trial showed how hard
it is to prove treason
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Defective Thinking
Brave but mistaken, Douglas Carswell is right to be impatient to see
change. His decision to join Ukip has made that change less likely.

DouglasCarswell is an ideologue, but one of intel-
ligence, imagination and integrity. He is taken
seriously by his colleagues and deserves to be. Yet
no one takes the Conservative MP for Clacton
quite as seriously as he takes himself. There lies
the explanationwhyheyesterdaymadeadecision
that is bold, important and mistaken.
Since his election to parliament in 2005, indeed

even before that, Mr Carswell has been a signifi-
cant force in Conservative politics. He has been
adept at organising support for his initiatives. He
attracts others to his causes because of his self-
confidence. And he has understood better than
many how politics is changing.
Hewas an early proponent of direct democracy,

promoting the idea of recalling MPs, using refer-
endums more frequently, returning power to
localities andusing the internet to build networks.
He has linked this with his opposition tomember-
ship of the European Union.
All of thismakeshima loss to theConservatives,

even without the momentum it provides to oppo-
nents. It is hard to believe that hewill be alone and
the by-election he has caused will be deeply
uncomfortable for his old party. There will surely
be other senior Conservative figures tempted to
offer Mr Carswell at least tacit support.

They will share his view that David Cameron’s
government is better at articulating good ideas
than at implementing them, a view with which
The Times has sympathy. And they will note that
his speech announcing his defection was articu-
late, hitting many of the right notes.
Yetmost of themwill be held back by the central

contradiction in Mr Carswell’s presentation. He
says that he is leaving the Conservative party
because it is too slow to implement change.Hebe-
lieves thecountryneeds this change.Yethisdefec-
tion will make this change less likely.
Mr Carswell’s decision will obviously have

delightedNigel Farage, theUkip leader. It restores
momentum that had been slowing. Mr Farage
gains his firstMPand a colleague of substance.He
will find Mr Carswell constantly interesting, and
he has learnt to handle party members who are a
bit touchy.
The decision will also have delighted Ed Mili-

band. There are few things more helpful to his
election effort than for the right to split. Themore
time Mr Cameron spends repelling the attacks of
Mr Carswell and Ukip, the less he can devote to
establishing the contrast between his own
premiership and that on offer from Mr Miliband.
At best, Ukip will win a handful of seats at the

election, perhaps only one or two. Mostly it will
help Labour to secure victorywith a relatively low
vote. Mr Carswell’s response is to promote a pact
between his old party and his new one, and he
complains that this has been rejected by the Con-
servatives. He should recall that a pact has also
been rejected by Ukip. Mr Carswell is right to be
impatient about change, but one reason it is slow
is that the coalition has had tomake compromises
in order to be in government at all. Institutional
obstacles are easier to override in a think-tank
pamphlet thanwhen actually in power. Coalitions
of any kind impose restrictions.
Mr Carswell’s otherwise well-crafted speech

contained hints of self-regard, suggesting that he
thinks others lack the principle and passion he
sees in himself. It is possibly this that has led him
to the error of believing that while Mr Cameron
needs him, he does not need Mr Cameron.
Conservatives will be exasperated by his deci-

sion. They should limit their attacks onhim. Their
best response is to redouble their efforts toachieve
change and show that Mr Carswell is wrong to
question their seriousness about a smaller state,
political reform and a new relationship with the
EU. Mr Cameron has work to do to prevent Ukip
from forcing him out of power.

Hollande’s Volte-Face
France has finally started to realise its needs more deregulation and enterprise

There is no definitive answer to the right mix of
the private and public sector in an advanced
industrial economy.Yet anygovernment,whether
of right or left, will always find it impossible to
escape fromthe lawsofarithmetic.After twoyears
of policy vacillation and weak leadership under
President François Hollande, France appears to
be rediscovering this truth.
Mr Hollande has begun this year to embrace a

more business-friendly stance. Emmanuel
Macron, the newly appointed economy minister,
suggested yesterday that France might scrap its
laws mandating a maximum 35-hour working
week. Manuel Valls, the prime minister, who was
appointed by Mr Hollande in April, has made
overtures to employers’ leaders by declaring:
“J’aime l’entreprise!”
These are scarcely an indication that Mr Hol-

lande’s socialist governmenthas embracedwhole-
sale economic liberalism. They are, however, a
belated and welcome signal of a change in senti-
ment. It is greatly in the interests of France and of
its European partners (including Britain) that this
gets translated into a continued change in policy.

In his successful campaign for the presidency in
2012,MrHollandeexpounded the flatly falsemes-
sage that France’s problems of low growth and a
wide budget deficit could be solved by taxing the
rich. The outcome of his plans has been economi-
cally damaging and personally disastrous.
France recorded zero economic growth in the

last two quarters. Mr Hollande has been forced to
abandon his targets for growth and the deficit this
year and next. The unemployment rate, at 11 per
cent, is in serious danger of surpassing Mr Hol-
lande’s dismal approval ratings before long.
The 35-hour week is not Mr Hollande’s doing,

having been enacted in 2000. It is, however,
emblematicof a tendency inFrenchpolicymaking
thathasbeenaccentuatedbyhis socialist adminis-
tration. Government does not have the know-
ledge or ability to create wealth and employment.
Its role is toencourage stable economic conditions
whereby business can do this. Tying the labour
market up in regulations does not help the low
paid or the exploited. It merely makes it more ex-
pensive for businesses to employ workers; hence
the alarming levels of French unemployment.

France has been here before. When the social-
ists came to power in 1981 under PresidentMitter-
rand, they embarked on a programmeof stimulat-
ing domestic demand, mass nationalisation and
reductions in the retirement age. The logic of this
was a siege economy—whichMrMitterrandwas
thankfully unwilling to embrace. As the currency
collapsed, he reversed course.
This is precisely what Mr Hollande must now

do, having only this year tentatively adopted a
more free-market approach. There is no sustain-
able route to deficit reduction except by cutting
spending. The tax burden is already far too high,
amounting to 56 per cent of national income.
Moreover, French employees do not work for

enoughof their 35-hourweeks topay for their care
in old age.MrHollande has had to reverse his ini-
tial policy of reducing the retirement age. He
needs to embrace a more radical agenda, cutting
payroll taxes and rolling back the burden of the
state. Francehasbeenahighly regulatedeconomy
for far too long. If Mr Hollande is to salvage his
reputation, he must remove the needless re-
straints on private enterprise.

Not So Beautiful Game
Sepp Blatter’s presidency of Fifa must end

Michel Platini, president of Uefa, the European
football governing body, has decided against seek-
ing the presidency of Fifa, themost powerful body
in international football. This makes it almost
certain that Sepp Blatter’s reign at Fifa will extend
to 2019. This is bad for football and it needs a
heavyweight to challenge Mr Blatter.
He joined Fifa in 1975, ascending the hierarchy

rapidly, becoming general secretary, and in effect
the right-hand-man in 1981 of JoaoHavelange, the
president at that time. Last year Fifa finally admit-
ted that Mr Havelange had taken bribes and that
Mr Blatter “may have been clumsy” when told

about a six-figure payment to his former boss. Mr
Blatter took over the presidency in 1998 and
moulded the organisation in his image. Between
2010 and 2013more than half of Fifa’s 24-member
executive committee were accused of some form
of corruption. Even so, thosewhohave been repri-
manded tend to be the ones who have disagreed
with Mr Blatter.
When Mohammed bin Hammam, whose cor-

ruption was exposed by The Sunday Times, chal-
lengedMrBlatter’s re-election in 2011, hewas sus-
pended three days before the vote. Yet Mr Blatter
had sat by the previous year as Mr bin Hammam

delivered the 2022World Cup to his home nation
of Qatar, whose heat was described by Fifa’s own
inspectors as ahealth risk toplayers and fans alike.
To host aWorld Cup inQatar is a nonsense, and

the kind of nonsense that only an organisation so
infected by venality could have produced. Corrup-
tion is destructive wherever it occurs. Only history
will showhowpersonally implicatedMrBlatterhas
been in some of Fifa’smost controversial incidents,
but under his specific guidance the governance of
international football has fallen into disrepute. Mr
Blatter’s presidency must be ended before the so-
called beautiful game is rendered irreparably ugly.

Daily Universal Register

UK: New hospital food standards are
announced to address quality concerns.
Italy: EU foreign ministers meet in Milan
with Ukraine, Gaza and Iraq high on
the agenda.
Malaysia: Malaysia Airlines is expected to
announce restructure after the two recent
air disasters.

Large dragonflies
are now swooping
about on their long,
gauzy wings, both in
the countryside and
in towns. They
catch flying insects

with their spiky legs, which then close up
like a net beneath their mouth to hold their
prey. They generally trap small insects, but
they can sometimes be seen chasing a white
butterfly. The easiest one to recognise is the
emperor dragonfly. This is the largest of the
British dragonflies, and has a brilliant blue
body with a black line on it. It parades
grandly up and down a canal, or even along
a wet ditch, but can move very fast if it
needs to. Another one that can be picked
out easily is the brown hawker. It has
glowing amber wings that distinguish it from
any of the other common dragonflies. This is
the one that is most often found circling
round street lamps in the dusk, catching flies
or moths that have been attracted by the
light. Two other large hawkers are also on
the wing now. The common hawker has
noticeable blue spots all along its sides, while
the southern hawker is boldly patterned
with green and brown. These last three will
be out and about until October, but the
emperor should be sought sooner, for it
disappears earlier. derwent may

Lady (Nicola)
Mendelsohn, pictured,
vice-president of
Facebook, Europe, Middle
East and Africa, 43; Sir
Jack Baer, fine art
consultant, 90;Michael
Clarke, director, National

Gallery of Scotland, 62; Rebecca De
Mornay, actress, The Hand That Rocks the
Cradle (1992), 55; Viscount Devonport,
architect and landowner, 70; Lenny Henry,
comedian and actor, Harry Potter and the
Prisoner of Azkaban (2004), 56; Angela Huth,
author, Nowhere Girl (1970), 76;Martin
Ivens, editor, The Sunday Times, 56; John
McCain, senator, former US Republican
presidential candidate, 78;Matthew Reed,
chief executive, Children’s Society, 46; Ed
Richards, chief executive, Ofcom, 49;
Professor Sir Adam Roberts, president,
British Academy (2009-13), 74; Sir Evelyn de
Rothschild, chairman NM Rothschild &
Sons (1976-2003), 83; Christopher Salmon,
chief cashier, Bank of England (2011-May
2014), 46; Simon Thurley, chief executive,
English Heritage, 52.

In 1782 HMS Royal George sank in the
Solent with the loss of 900 lives; in 1831
Michael Faraday demonstrated the first
electrical transformer; in 1950 the first
British soldiers arrived in Korea; in 1965,
astronauts Charles Conrad and Gordon
Cooper splashed down in the Atlantic after
nearly eight days orbiting Earth in Gemini V;
in 1966, the Beatles performed their last
concert before paying fans in San Francisco;
in 2005 Hurricane Katrina struck the US
gulf coast, killing nearly 2,000 people,

“The last temptation is the greatest treason;
To do the right deed for the wrong reason.”
TS Eliot

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word
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Requests for corrections or
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to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 1 London
Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF

1 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9GF
Email: letters@thetimes.co.uk

Muslim leader
Sir, You attack me for my role in the
campaign against the Satanic Verses in
the 1980s (leader, Aug 26). I reject any
notion that I led “an inflammatory
and threatening campaign” against
the author of that book. The
campaign was for the withdrawal of
the profane book that had hurt
millions of followers of a faith who
had little recourse to defend
themselves. It was conducted in a civil
manner, despite worldwide outrage
and the fatwa of the late Ayatollah.
I yield to no one in my opposition

to extremism. I have been physically
attacked by the very real extremists
whom you mention. It is most
unfortunate that you now cast me in
the same light as these extremists.
sir iqbal sacranie
New Malden, Surrey

Boots in time and
military courage
Sir, I read your report “Marching in
sync ‘boosts bravery’” (Aug 27) with
amusement and incredulity. After 37
years in The Parachute Regiment, I
can say it was axiomatic that our
officers and toms (soldiers) would be
“brave” in conflict. My commanding
officer, Lieutenant Colonel “H” Jones
VC OBE, exemplified this on Darwin
Hill on May 28, 1982, with his life.
I am bemused by the scientific

proof that we were made “brave”
through marching on the drill square.
For my part I loathed this complete
waste of my time at Sandhurst and
much regret that this exercise appears
still to dominate all other
considerations at the Royal Military
Academy. “Marching” never took
place in any of our recent conflicts —
it was simply part of the job in front
of local dignitaries afterwards.
I wonder why such investigations

do not seek the opinions of those of
us who have been on operations in
Northern Ireland, the Falklands, Iraq
and Afghanistan. We never needed
“marching” to foster “togetherness”
— it was a consequence of intense
regimental loyalty.
david benest
(Colonel ret’d)
Pewsey, Wilts

Questions about the Rotherham sex scandal
Sir, Andrew Norfolk’s piece on the
harrowing Rotherham child abuse
report (“Officials hid evidence for a
decade”, Aug 27) was a salutary
lesson in the post-Leveson era.
The excoriating conclusions of

Professor Alexis Jay’s study laid bare
a grim history of how the council
and South Yorkshire police
“disbelieved, suppressed or ignored”
clear warning signals in 2002, 2003
and 2006.
Mr Norfolk played a key role in

exposing the child sex abuse and the
apathy and cynical cover-up
surrounding it in Rotherham.
Shockingly, even when the 2010
murder of Laura Wilson, a teenage
victim of grooming, forced a serious
case review, the council’s
safeguarding children’s board
published only a heavily redacted
version concealing the ethnicity of
those who had groomed Laura
Wilson and that they had known
about her abuse for several years.
Next Rotherham council

threatened a High Court injunction
in a bid to gag The Times and then
called in South Yorkshire’s disgraced
police force, and external lawyers, to
identify the source of Andrew
Norfolk’s well-informed “leaks”.
As an exercise in self-serving

cynicism and an arrogant attempt to
pervert the public interest, it rivals
another grim chapter involving
South Yorkshire police, the
Hillsborough disaster scandal.
It is surprising that South

Yorkshire’s PCC, Shaun Wright,
formerly the council’s cabinet chief
for child protection, has not stepped
down from his PCC post.
Andrew Norfolk’s dedicated role

in helping to uncover this scandal —
despite the efforts to silence him —
is a sharp riposte to Lord Justice
Leveson’s view that “whistleblowers”
should complain in-house rather
than turn to the press.
paul connew
(former editor, The Sunday Mirror)
St Albans

Sir, It has been said that officials
who are no longer in post cannot be
disciplined for failings in the
Rotherham scandal. However, there
is a common law offence which may
yet see some of them in the dock.
The offence concerns a failure to act
or a failure to properly perform
one’s duty while in public office.

Such an offence might extend to
employees of a council, social
services and the police. The offence
is rarely used; there is no time limit
on prosecution and, in theory, it
could attract life imprisonment.
What is required is for the CPS,
judge and jury to accept that the
lack of action amounted to conduct
which, if proved, should be punished
by a criminal penalty. It seems to me
that the senior decision makers who
chose not to act have a case to
answer.
john e bailey
(Former Detective Chief Inspector)
Wakefield

Sir, Having just retired after 25 years
with Kent Police, nothing about the
Rotherham scandal surprises me. I
spent years scraping drunk and
drugged youngsters off the streets,
and locking them up, because a cell
was the safest place for them.
At every level, adults who had to

deal with such nasty, violent
desperately sad children were always
secretly delighted when they
disappeared — life was so much
easier without them. I include
parents who couldn’t wait to wash
their hands of their responsibilities
and dump them on the state.
Seriously, what did education

authorities think would happen to
all the disruptive, disadvantaged
children they excluded? Many were
stopped from going to school at 11,
some before that. No one bothered
to provide any alternative because,
frankly, staff were delighted to see
the back of them.
What did councils expect when

they allowed private enterprise to
run children’s services? I met
landlords leasing houses to social
services at inflated rents, and then
being paid thousands a month to
look after a vulnerable child. It was
a shame the people doing the caring
were poorly paid, poorly trained, if
at all, because the child certainly did
not benefit from this arrangement.
When things went wrong — as they
always did — staff were instructed to
call the police. Social services were
complicit, and happy to leave
children in cells for days — they
were quite put out when told by an
angry custody sergeant that the
Police and Criminal Evidence Act
codes of practice has something to
say about unlawful detention.

And what about the authors of all
this misfortune — the parents? They
are swanning around carefree, and
richer with one less mouth to feed,
yet their bad parenting created the
aggressive, damaged individuals so
desperate for love and care that they
self-medicate with drink and drugs
and cry when they leave the police
station because it is the only place
they are warm, clean and safe.
Parents who allow their children

to end up in the care of the state
must be made to pay. Home owners
should have a charge put on their
property and those in council
accommodation should be moved to
smaller properties and pay a levy
with their rent.
And the police — well, senior

managers were always glad to see a
13-year-old cautioned for throwing a
cup at a care worker: violent crime
detected, biological data captured,
very little paperwork and very low
cost. Win-win for all — except for
the 13-year-old, whose criminal
record, courtesy of social services,
would be retained for 100 years. We
should all be ashamed of ourselves.
bev kenward
Hythe, Kent

Sir, Why are the parents of the
abused girls not being blamed for
neglect, as well as the social workers
and police? Not all the children
were in care.
madeline macdonald
Knebworth, Herts

Sir, An allegation of sexual abuse
some 30 years ago against Sir Cliff
Richard results in a search of his
home by South Yorkshire police,
complete with a helicopter film of
their visit courtesy of the BBC. In
Rotherham the same police force
and council officers appear to have
abetted the sexual exploitation of
young girls on an industrial scale
over 12 years.
The priority must be to help and

seek justice for the victims. Second
we need an independent review of
police and council action and
inaction — and real consequences
for those people who are shown to
have failed in the exercise of their
duty. The victims, the community in
Rotherham, and the wider public
deserve nothing less.
d yaw
London SW15

. . . atque vale
Sir, I’m just back from a holiday in
Italy, where I was surprised by
being greeted several times by salve,
instead of the more usual
buongiorno.
It took me straight back to my

Latin classes when we imagined the
citizens of Rome greeting each other
as they met outside the Coliseum to
see a chariot race or a gladiator
spectacle. Viva l’Italia.
bernard jackson
Harrow

Road tax disc
Sir, You report that car windscreen
tax discs are to be phased out (Aug
26). No thought seems to have been
given to those of us who drive in
continental Europe. I cannot imagine
a French gendarme contacting his
office to get them to contact the
DVLA to ascertain the tax status of
the vehicle — he is more likely to
arrest the driver or make an on-the-
spot fine. Would the DVLA indemnify
the motorist?
There must be a printable receipt

for the tax, which one may fix to the
windscreen . . . like a tax disc.
dr jd baines
Penpillick, Cornwall

Sir, The police and other agencies
may be able to check the tax status of
a vehicle, but how can a third-party
driver check that the vehicle they are
about to drive is taxed? Having to
inquire online is impractical if one is
hiring or test-driving a vehicle or if
one’s boss instructs one to drive a
particular vehicle — we don’t always
have a computer handy or mobile
reception. I can see many innocent
individuals being caught out by this.
To drive without tax is a road traffic
offence that also invalidates the
vehicle’s insurance.
ian spencer
Cherry Burton, East Riding

Stayin’ alive
Sir, I read Matthew Parris’s advice on
age-proofing (Aug 27) with interest
but I found his suggestions
regrettably complex. Having reached
90 I can assure him that there are
only two golden rules for attaining a
mature age: first, always give way to
temptation; and second, go easy on
the fruit and veg. No other measures
are required.
dr anthony knudsen
Gerrards Cross, Bucks

Sir, How dare Matthew Parris,
tongue-in-cheek or not, assert that
bald, greying over-60s males are
beyond redemption. I tick all three
boxes and am currently enjoying
what the gloom-driven poet TS Eliot
writes off as “the gifts reserved for
age”.
mike morrison
London N20

Maiden over
Sir, Patrick Kidd concludes that if
successive days of rain in the cricket
match between the Lord’s XI and a
Vatican XI (Aug 27) stop play “it’s
probably proof that God is more of a
rugby man”. I think he needs to get
out more, for we all know that She is
an avid follower of lacrosse.
paul evans
Diocesan Secretary, Diocese of Ely

Laboured humour
Sir, I was being shown around the
maternity unit of a hospital in
Ontario and when I came to the
labour ward the sign on its doors read
“Push! Push!”
dr owen gallagher
Glenavy, Co Antrim

Sir, Some years ago I delivered babies
at a maternity home whose delivery
ward was on the second floor. Patients
well on in labour were carried up to it
in a lift. As they entered the lift they
could read a big sign above it with a
reminder of a famous song: “You
should have danced all night”.
dr michael bott
Kirkella, E Yorks

Since Monday morning last the
German advance has been one of
almost incredible rapidity. The
British Force fought a terrible fight
— which may be called the action
of Mons, though it covered a big
front — on Sunday. The German
attack was withstood to the utmost
limit, and a whole division was
flung into the fight at the end of a
long march and had not even time
to dig trenches.

Further to the right, along the
Sambre and in the angle of the
Sambre and the Meuse, the French,
after days of long and gallant
fighting, broke. The Germans,
fulfilling one of the best of all
precepts in war, never gave the
retreating army one single
moment’s rest. The pursuit was
immediate, relentless, unresting.
Aeroplanes, Zeppelins, armoured
motors and cavalry were loosed
like an arrow from the bow.
The British force fell back on a

front between Valenciennes and
Mauberge, then through le
Quesney, where desperate fighting
took place, southwards continually.
Regiments were grievously injured,
and the broken army fought its way
desperately with many stands,
forced backwards and ever
backwards by the sheer
unconquerable mass of numbers of
an enemy prepared to throw away
three or four men for the life of
every British soldier.
Our losses are very great. The

men are battered with marching
but they are steady and cheerful,

and wherever they arrive seek news
of their regiment. I saw two men
give such reports, after saluting
smartly: “Very badly cut up, Sir,”
was the phrase one used of his
regiment. The other said, “Very
heavy loss, I’m afraid, Sir,” when
asked if much was left. Apparently
every division was in action. Some
have lost nearly all their officers.
The regiments were broken to bits,
and good discipline and fine spirit
kept the fragments together.
To sum up, the first great

German effort has succeeded. We
have to face the fact that the
British Expeditionary Force has
suffered terrible losses and requires
immediate reinforcement. The BEF
has won indeed imperishable glory,
but it needs men, men and yet
more men. We want
reinforcements and we want them
now.

on this day august 30, 1914

BROKEN
BRITISH

REGIMENTS

sign up for a weekly email
with extracts from
the times history of the war
ww1.thetimes.co.uk
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Egg attack on MP leaves nasty taste
Police are investigating rowdy scenes
on the Scottish referendum campaign
trail after the Labour MP Jim Murphy
was repeatedly attacked with eggs
yesterday.
Mr Murphy, speaking for the Better

Together campaign, had been attempt-
ing to talk over an angry crowd of Yes
Scotland demonstrators in Kirkcaldy
when up to five eggs were thrown at
him, including two at close quarters.
Mr Murphy responded by saying:

“There youhave it—amodern nation-
alist Scotland, throwing the eggs and
the insults. Is that the best you’ve got?

An attempt to intimidate me, an
attempt to silence me. I will not be
silenced by nationalist mobs.”
Kirkcaldy was the 79th stop on Mr

Murphy’s “100 Streets” tour as he lends
his support to theBetterTogether cam-
paign in an effort to secure the future of
the UK in the independence referen-
dum on September 18.
Videos posted on the internet have

captured previous attacks on Mr
Murphy during his tour, including in
Motherwell recently when people
turned over tables of campaign litera-
ture, and kicked away the two Irn Bru
cratesusedbyMrMurphyasa soapbox.
In Kirkcaldy demonstrators with “Yes”

placards repeatedly shouted himdown.
A woman on a mobility scooter
manoeuvred herself to the front of the
crowdandattempted to grabhismicro-
phone. For half aminute, a dark-haired
man stood close to Mr Murphy and
tried to stare him down.
Earlier in the day the MP, his voice

hoarse with the effort, had told crowds
in other towns that there were times
whenhealmost enjoyed these confron-
tations on the campaign trail.
In Oban, the local “gull whisperer” is

said to have summoned the birds to
defecate onMrMurphy’s head. InTain,
a group of men dressed in black — to
represent mourning for Scotland’s lost
300years inUnion—arrived todisrupt
hismeeting. InEdinburgh awine bottle
was lobbed towards him with a cry of
“Freedom”.
In Kirkcaldy, after he had finished

speakingand the crowdshaddispersed,
David Cruikshank, 50, a Yes Scotland
supporter and film-maker, approached
the politician telling him: “I am really
embarrassed by that mob attitude to-
wards you. Iwouldn’t like to see a future
in Scotland, whichever way it goes, if
those are the peoplewho get the voice.”
Mr Murphy shook Mr Cruikshank’s

hand, saying: “I’m vegetarian, I’m
almost vegan, and I don’t even eat egg.”
Mr Murphy said he thought the

mood was growing uglier as the day of
the referendumapproached. “I thought
this was meant to be the brave new
politics,” he said. “The nearer the
decision gets, the worse it’s getting. I
don’t knowwhat they will do with their
misplaced aggression if they lose.”
Meanwhile, Alistair Carmichael, the

Scottish secretary, has embarrassed the
Better Together campaign bymaking it
clear that he had been considering his
future in the event of a “Yes” vote.
Alex Salmond has said that there

would be a “Team Scotland” approach
to negotiations to unpick the Act of
Union, and Mr Carmichael said that, if
invited, he would join that team.
“If Scotland votes for independence

then I would still want to be part of
Scottish public political life,” he said. “I
would have to be realistic about what
could be achieved, but you know I am
not walking away from Scottish
politics.”
A source close toMrCarmichael said

thathehadbeen talkinghypothetically.

Mike Wade

Boss sacked unfairly for
failing to stop bullying
The manager of a call centre who
was sacked after one of her staff
kicked a colleague unconscious,
has won a claim for unfair
dismissal against EE, the mobile
network operator.
An employment tribunal was

told yesterday that Fay Hands
managed 122 staff whose work
was “mundane and repetitive”
and that there were “occasional
incidents of banter”. Examples
included switching the language
on a computer keyboard and
taping up a computer mouse.
However, one worker attacked a
colleague after his security pass
was defaced.
EE sacked Mrs Hand, 37, for

failing to protect staff from
bullying, but the tribunal in
Middlesbrough found that EE
had held an inadequate
investigation into her actions.

Deacon abused boys
A church deacon who sexually
abused ten schoolboys under the
“cloak of discipline” has been
jailed for nine years by a judge at
Manchester Minshull Street
crown court. The Rev Alan
Morris, 64, had denied
committing the offences while
handing out punishments as a
teacher at St Ambrose College in
Hale Barns, an all-boys Catholic
grammar school in Manchester,
from 1973 to 1990. It emerged
that Morris had been arrested in
2001 but was released because of
insufficient evidence.

Flintoff spared a ban
The former England cricket
captain Andrew Flintoff escaped
a driving ban for speeding after
arguing that it would cause him
“exceptional hardship”. At Carlisle
magistrates’ court, Flintoff, 36,
who has been caught speeding
four times in the past three years
and had nine points on his
licence, admitted driving at
87mph in his Bentley on the M6.
The court accepted that a ban
would have a detrimental effect
on his charity work and the
privacy of his children. He was
given three points and fined £330.

Man ran into glass door
A British man living in Thailand
has died after apparently running
into a glass door while high on
cocaine. Jason Flannery, 25, is
thought to have severed an artery
in the incident at his apartment
in Pattaya on Saturday. His
girlfriend, Janjira Buapae, 23, told
police she had returned from
work to find Mr Flannery, from
Richmond, North Yorkshire, in a
discussion with a friend and a
girl. He had then taken cocaine
and cannabis, before running into
the glass door. Police are not
treating the death as suspicious.

Wrong type of worker
Half of British workers type so
badly that they cannot do their
jobs properly, according to new
research. The Microsoft study
showed that whilst 43 per cent of
employers consider typing to be a
crucial skill, 42 per cent of staff
type with just their index fingers,
and 52 per cent type fewer than
50 words per minute — a speed
considered by some to be the
minimum. A third of employers
said they would not hire someone
who could not touch-type, a skill
that increases speed and reduces
typing-related injuries.

Drink driver
is jailed over
friend’s death
A woman driver who caused the death
of her passenger when she crashed her
car while twice over the drink-drive
limit has been jailed for three years.
Debbie Barker, 43, had given her

friend Tom Bannister, 48, a lift home
fromthehotel ownedbyhis familynear
Skipton, North Yorkshire, on June 21.
When she lost control of her Range
Rover and hit a wall, Mr Bannister was
thrown from the car.
Bradford crown court was told that

Barker fled the scene and was found by
police four hours later, lying in a field
andwearing only anightdress.MrBan-
nister, a father of one, was pronounced
dead at the crash site.
IanHoward, for the prosecution, said

that Barker, of Gargrave, North York-
shire, walked across fields to her house.
She did not call an ambulance, but
phoned Mr Bannister’s father about
two hours after the crash.
Barker, who had admitted causing

death by careless drivingwhile over the
alcohol limit, was also banned from
driving for five years.

Jim Murphy: “I thought this was
meant to be the brave new politics”
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Disabled man stabbed to death over jacket
A 24-year-old man with the mental
age of 9 was killed by a gang of youths
who were trying to rob him of his
jacket.
DeanMayley,whowas stabbed in the

heart as he walked to his uncle’s house,
probably did not understandhis attack-
ers’ demands because he had learning
difficulties due to a disorder called
microcephaly, the Old Bailey heard.
His mother, Donna, last night paid

tribute to her “lovely, lovely boy”, and
called for an end to “unacceptable”
knife crime on the streets of London.
Jamal Jones, 17, who stabbed Mr

Mayley when he did not hand over his
property, was convicted of murder
yesterday while his three accomplices
were found guilty of manslaughter.
SimonDenison,QC, for the prosecu-

tion, saidMrMayley,who livedwithhis
mother, was “naturally trusting of
people, and thatmade him vulnerable”.
Judge Martyn Zeidman, QC, said it

was “another example of a kind and in-
nocent person losing their life because
of somebody else using a knife”.
CCTV footage showed themurder in

Greenford, west London. It is believed
thatMrMayley’s £65North Face jacket
caught the group’s attention. Three
hooded figures appear to confront Mr
Mayley before one of them lashes out
with the blade. The victim then collaps-
es in the road as members of the public
rush to help. He died later in hospital.
The prosecution said while only

Jones, fromActon,west London,wield-
ed the knife, three others played a part
in the killing. Miguel Leiba, also 17, and

Ryan Beresford, 19, blocked the victim’s
path while Michael Mensah, 18, drove
them to and from the scene. All three
were found guilty of the manslaughter
and attempted robbery on February 7.
MrsMayley said: “Deanwas a lovely,

lovely boy. Everyone that knew him
lovedhim . . . I can’t believe it happened,
and for nothing. It’s unbearable.”
Mrs Mayley detailed how her son’s

murder had devastated the whole
family. “As his mum, I have not been
able to grieve for my son or even talk
about this horrific ordeal as my two
eldest children, Sam and Laura, suffer
from learning disabilities. I have been
unable to tell themthe truthaboutwhat
happened to their little brother.”
MrsMayley called for an end to knife

crime: “It’s completely unacceptable.
Things have to change.”
A menacing letter from Mensah to

Jones, in which he warned him not to
say he had given him the weapon,
became a key part of the prosecution
after it was found in a routine cell
search while they were awaiting trial.
The letter read: “Why do they think I

gave you the nank [knife] and persuad-
ed you? They can’t say that without
proof. As long as you say that boy at
college gave it to you and forgot to take
it back off you.”
Jones told the court he had stabbed

Mr Mayley because he panicked when
he would not hand over his phone, but
Mensah, who has previous convictions
overpossessionofknives anda samurai
sword, told him in the letter to change
his defence and claim he was high on
“Molly”— slang for Ecstasy. The group
will be sentenced on October 2.

Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent
METROPOLITAN POLICE/PA

Dean Mayley, above left, died in a fatal stabbing captured on CCTV, below

My face was
melting, says
acid victim
John Simpson

A carer who was disfigured for life in
what police believe was an unprovoked
acidattackhasdescribed feeling likehis
“face was melting off”.
Darren Pidgeon, 27, was left with

scars down his right side after he was
attacked as he drove through Rayleigh,
Essex, at midnight in June. A stranger
approached his car and, as Mr Pidgeon
wound down his window, acid was
sprayed in his face and he was
repeatedly punched.
He blames the injuries he was left

with for the loss of his job and
breakdown of relations with family
members.
The father of two said yesterday: “It

has ruined my life. It has put me out of
work and now I have to wear make-up
to cover the scars. It’s embarrassing.
“When I was attacked I had no idea

whatwas happening. I was just scream-
ing, ‘my eyes,my eyes’. I was in excruci-
atingpain. Itwas aburning feeling. I felt
like my face was melting off.”
Mr Pidgeon spent four weeks in

hospital and underwent several skin
grafts. His vision was not affected, but
he said the effects would last a lifetime.
“Part of me feels like there’s no

reason to go on any more. I’ve got
permanent scars,” he said. “My skin
feels like rubber now. I’ve lost my job.”
Police said they could find nomotive

for the attack and are appealing for
witnesses to come forward.

From top left: Jamal Jones, Michael
Mensah, Miguel Leiba, Ryan Beresford
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Witches brew up a tea party
in memory of hanged sisters

Hundreds of black-clad witches will
gather near Rougemont Castle in Exeter
on Sunday to call for posthumous pardons
for three of their sisters.
In August 1682, Temperance Lloyd,

Mary Trembles and Susannah Edwards
from Bideford, north Devon, became the
last three women in England to be hanged
for witchcraft. The women had been ac-
cused of casting spells by their neighbours
and were sentenced to death after a show
trial attended by a baying mob.
The Grand Witches Tea Party will take

place atRougemontPark, beside the castle
where the women were held before their
execution.
Organisers hope that the event will be

the largest gathering of witches ever to
take place, beating the previous record-
breaking gathering of 765 witches two

years ago at Warwick Castle. Jackie Juno,
one of the organisers, said: “By getting
thempardonedwearemakinga statement
that humanity could change for the better.
It would also be laying the women to rest
in a way that resolves the mistakes of his-
tory. If youwere unmarried or childless, or
sometimes simply owned a cat, you were
regarded with suspicion.”
Last year Ben Bradshaw, the MP for

Exeter, backed an online petition calling
for an official government pardon for the
Bideford Three and 450 other “witches”.
The petition said: “They were convicted
on hearsay evidence under the 1604
statute against witchcraft devised under
King James I, who believed his cousin had
tried to assassinate him by raising a storm
at sea using witchcraft.”
According to the 18th-century historian

John Watkins, Lloyd was the first to be
accused. A neighbour claimed she was

Simon de Bruxelles

Boat thief’s quick
getaway foiled by
flight of 29 locks

A
man who
went on the
run after an
arson spree
stole a boat

to make his getaway —
but then found his route
blocked by Britain’s
longest stretch of canal
locks (Simon de
Bruxelles writes).
Caen Hill, near

Devizes, Wiltshire,
carries the Kennet and
Avon canal through a
two mile-long flight of
29 locks, which can take
six hours to clear.
The thief managed to

get through four locks

before losing patience.
He then set fire to the
boat before setting off
on foot. He was later
arrested.
Pip Flowers, the watch

manager at Devizes fire
station, said: “It was a
very strange night. I
don’t think we have ever
had a trail of arsons
quite like it.
“It seems the arsonist

thought they could
escape on the boat but
hadn’t reckoned with
the Caen Hill flight.
“They went through

about four locks leaving
them open so that water

was escaping and then
decided to turn around.”
The arsonist began his

rampage at 11.15pm on
July 4 when a bag of
rubbish was set alight
inside an empty
outbuilding in the
grounds of St Peter’s
School in Devizes.
A shed was then set

alight at 1.55am at a
second location. The fire
spread to the roof of an
old stables and at
3.35am he set light to a
petrol mower. The thief
is then believed to have
stolen the boat.
Its owner, Lionel

Gordon, 77, said he was
“very upset” that his
prized possession had
been set on fire.
He said: “From the

outside the boat does
not look too bad but
when you go down in
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the cabin everything is
burnt and blackened.”
Mr Gordon bought the

boat six years ago when
he moved to Devizes.
Among the possessions
that were destroyed in
the fire was his
Merchant Navy cap and
badge, earned when he
signed up as a 15-year-
old.
“I was very sad to lose

those, and other things
such as the flags from
the boat were stolen,” he
added.
“The boat is my pride

and joy and I was really
looking forward to
taking part in regattas. I
don’t know how long it
is going to take to
repair.”
A 27-year-old man has

been arrested and bailed
on suspicion of arson,
burglary and theft.Half mile

Devizes

St Peter’s
School

A361

A342Arsonist steals boat
and abandons it at
Caen Hill locks

Kennet and
Avon canal

A medieval chant rediscovered on a frag-
ment of a religious text is about to get a
dance version after a collaboration
between Oxford University and Goldie,
the drum’n’bass artist.
DrMatthewCheung Salisbury said that

the church-going peoplewho last sang the
chant more than 400 years ago would re-
cognise the melody, but probably hate
what Goldie had done to it. The piece was
discovered in the Hawick Missal Frag-
ment, a manuscript found in the Scottish
Borders in 2009, and Dr Salisbury has
since shared it with modern musicians to
develop new interpretations.
“To see and hear the piece evolve and

then be re-notated and scored by Dr
Salisbury is simply immense and makes
thehairs onmyarmstandup,”Goldie said.
His version will be performed for the first
time on Saturday at Glasgow Cathedral.

responsible for causing a woman called
Grace Thomas to suffer painful “pricks
and pinches”. Under questioning she
admitted consorting with the Devil, who
visited her in the form of a magpie.
Trembles and Edwards were also

arrestedhavingbeenseenbegging for food
with Lloyd in Bideford. At their trial a
month later all three women made no
attempt to deny witchcraft. Under the law
as it stood there was no onus on the prose-
cution to prove the case against them.
The authorities, who were far from

convinced of their guilt, could have agreed
apardon, but theywerepersuaded that the
result would be public disorder.
It was only when they stood on the

scaffold before the hanging that the
women denied committing the crimes.
Lloyd said that she hoped that JesusChrist
would pardon all her sins.
Selkie Shell, another of the organisers of

the event, said that the word witch comes
fromtheNorse “wicce”,whichmeanswise.
She said: “It’s hard to talk about it because
it’s a very personal thing. I make charms
and talismans to dispel negativity and
work with nature spirits to help people
with their healing processes.”

Modern remix
for holy chant
Jack Malvern
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Rapid gains for rebels after
Russians pour over border
President Poroshenko last night
warned Ukrainians not to panic after
rapid rebel advances in the east and
south raised the prospect of Russia fur-
ther dismembering their country.
He was speaking after pro-Russian

separatists opened a new front in the
fighting and government forces suf-
fered theirmost significant defeat since
they began to roll back the separatist
insurgency in early July.
Ukraine said that its troops and bor-

der guards fell back from the coastal
border town of Novoazovsk when they
came under attack from Grad rockets
fired from inside Russia and two col-
umns of tanks and armoured vehicles
then burst across the border.
The retreat left thewayclear for rebel

forces to advance on Mariupol, an
important industrial hub and strategic
port that was retaken from pro-Mos-
cow separatists in June.
The attack came six months to the

day after Russian soldiers with no
insignia seized the main airport in

Crimea, beginning a process that led to
Moscow annexing the Ukrainian pen-
insula in March, and igniting the worst
confrontation with the West since the
Cold War.
Yesterday, as Ukrainians awoke to

reports of Russian forces again making
inroads into their country, the presi-
dent cancelled a trip to Turkey and
called an emergency meeting of his
security council. “Russian forces have
entered Ukraine,” he said. “The presi-
dent’s place is in Kiev.”
He told the council that the situation

onthegroundwas “extraordinarilydiffi-
cult but controllable”andurgedUkrain-
ians to remain calm. “Destabilisation of
the situation and panic: this is as much
a weapon of the enemy as tanks.”
Witnesses reported that large

stretches of land around Luhansk,
Krasnodon and Antratsit appeared to
have been abandoned by Ukrainian
troops and privately funded pro-Kiev
militias, who had found themselves
suddenly outgunned. The Ukrainian
military said that rebel fighters “have
been replaced by regular regiments of
the Russian army” in the past week.
Brigadier-General Nico Tak, head of

Nato’s crisis management centre, said
yesterday that therehadbeena “signifi-
cant escalation of Russian military
interference” in Ukraine over the past
two weeks and that Russia’s involve-
ment was becoming “more and more
overt”. He added: “We assess well over
1,000Russian troops arenowoperating
inside Ukraine.”
Alexander Zakharchenko, the leader

of the self-proclaimed rebel Donetsk
People’s Republic, said in a landmark
admission on Russian state television
that three to four thousand Russian
“volunteers” had joined the insurgency
rather than visit a beach for their
holidays.
Russia continues to deny that it is

providing military, technical or finan-
cial support to the four-month-old
insurgency against Kiev. Andrey Kelin,
Moscow’s envoy to the Organisation
forSecurity andCooperation inEurope
(Osce), insisted that “there are no Rus-
sian soldiers” in eastern Ukraine, apart
from ten paratroopers who were cap-
tured on Monday. Russia maintains
that theycrossed theborderbymistake.
However, Ella Polyakova, a member

of President Putin’s advisory council on
human rights, said that she believed
Russia was invading Ukraine. “When
masses of people, under commanders’
orders, on tanks, and with the use of
heavy weapons, are on the territory of
another country, across the border, I
consider this an invasion,” she said.
Ihor Prokopchuk, Ukraine’s ambas-

sador to Osce, said that Russian troops
had carried out a “direct invasion” into
theeast, in a repeatof theannexationof
Crimea. “The scenario was tested in
Crimea and what we witness today is
the invasionanddirect entryofRussian
forces into the eastern part ofUkraine,”
he said.
After a meeting with President

Poroshenkotwodaysago,MrPutinsaid
that Russia would do “everything to
support the peace process” in Ukraine.
Mr Zakharchenko said that rebel

forces had secured a foothold on the
SeaofAzov, far to the southof the fight-
ing until this week, and now seemed
intent on battling their way west along
the coast to the port city of Mariupol,
which has been under government
control since June. Ukrainian troops,
paramilitaries and police are fortifying
defensive positions in the city of half a
million people.
Defeat inMariupolwouldbe awater-

shed moment. It is the seat of the
regional government and, if it fell, it
would pave the way for Russia and the
rebels tocuta landcorridor fromRussia
to Crimea that would give Moscow full
control of the Sea of Azov.
On Wednesday, Kiev alleged that a

Russian battalion-strength tactical
group had set up a field headquarters
inside Ukraine, and there were reports
of an armoured convoy of up to a hun-
dred vehicles crossing from Russia.
Alexander Golts, a Moscow-based

columnist, suggested that the three
most likely scenarios were that the
Kremlinwas simplyeasing thepressure
on the rebels andwould soon pull back;
that it wanted a buffer zone of perhaps
eight miles around the border to allow
it to continue to support the separatists;
or that it had “returned to the idea to
capture the Luhansk and Donetsk
regions in general”.
He said that it was “absolutely clear”

that Russians would not tolerate a full-
blown war, with heavy losses — but
that that would not sway President
Putin if he decided to take that course.
“He never turns back. God knows
what’s going to happen,” he said.

Soldiers’ families protest in Kiev to demand more support for Ukrainian forces

Suicide

Ukraine
Ben Hoyle Moscow

The suicide bomber who attacked the
ImamAlimosque inBaghdadhadbeen
there before.
When the survivors found his

severedheadamid the slabsof fleshand
gore smeared across the walls by the
blast from his explosive vest, a police-
man recognised him from the previous
day. “Hecameforeveningprayers,” said
Nabil Ali, who was one of six officers
attached to the Shia mosque in the
Jadida neighbourhood, in the eastern
outskirts of Baghdad.
Thatwashowthebomber, aheavyset

man in his 30s, knew to bring a pistol to
shoot Mr Ali’s colleague, who was

Keep hitting Putin’s wallet
Analysis Roger Boyes

T
he Russians
are not just
the brains
behind the
separatist

war in eastern
Ukraine but,
according to several
sources yesterday, are
actively helping with
guns, armour and the
muscle of several
thousand trained
troops fighting on two
fronts against the
forces sent by Kiev.
It is plainly an

invasion and
President Poroshenko
is right to call for an
emergency session of
the UN Security
Council since the
Russian effort is a
naked, illegal act of
aggression.
The invasion has

one obvious and
immediate effect — it
has scuppered the
diplomatic attempts
of Angela Merkel to
broker a ceasefire.
This peace process, in
which she sought to
restrain Kiev, was
based on a fiction:
that Russia, though
an interested party,
was not a direct
combatant.
Now Alexander

Zakharchenko,
the head of the
self-declared Donetsk

People’s Republic,
admits that Russian
reservists and
“holidaying” Russian
regulars are on the
ground.
The hope of the

European Union and
the United States had
been that government
forces would
recapture the east of
their country and that
the first step of a
negotiated peace — a
sealed Russian and
Ukrainian border —
could be put in place.
The surge of

Russian soldiers has
put paid to that.
Since the West is

reluctant to boost the
firepower of the
Ukrainian troops, its
only instrument
remains that of
sanctions. Pressure
will be piled on
France to suspend its
sale of a helicopter
carrier to the Russian
navy. Spain will be
urged to stop
refuelling Russian
warships and the US
will try to persuade
Germany to abandon
its doubts about the
forward basing of
Nato troops in Baltic
states.
Economic sanctions

will be stepped up and
there may be efforts

to target Mr Putin’s
assets abroad.
The West has three

policy objectives yet
none can be
implemented because
of the fighting.
The first one is to

encourage
constitutional change
in Ukraine that would
give some autonomy
to the pro-Russian
eastern Ukraine. In
return there would be
some compromise on
the status of Crimea.
Second, the EU

would come up with
an emergency
programme that
weaned Ukraine away
from Russian gas.
Finally, peace must

last long enough for
the EU and the
International
Monetary Fund to
introduce an
economic rescue
package.
Mr Putin calculates

that he can emerge
unscathed from even
a new round of
sanctions. And there
comes a stage, the
Germans say, when
sanctions do more
harm than good —
and then the
Western armoury
against the Kremlin
will look very
depleted indeed.

The gruesome video released by Isis

Isis marches
200 Syrian
soldiers to
desert death
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Civil war in Iraq seems
ever more likely as
sectarian killings
multiply, writes
Jerome Starkey
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bombers return to wreak havoc in Baghdad
frisking worshippers as they arrived.
The blast was the first of seven on
Monday which left at least 53 people
dead, in a week of deadly tit-for-tat
attacks that have fuelled fears of a
return to civil war.
The latest round of blood-letting fol-

lowed an attack on a Sunni mosque in
Diyala, where 70 people died when
gunmen opened fire on Friday.
Daily revenge attacks in Baghdad

have claimed the lives of at least 73
people since then, and 33 more have
beenkilledbycarbombs inKarbalaand
Hillah, south of the city.
Sunnis have blamed Iraq’s Shia mili-

tias, who are helping the army in the
fight against Islamic State jihadists.
Shias have blamed Islamic State, and
the country’s hardline Sunni politicians
who, they say, have fomented sectarian
hatred.
MohammedAbbas, themuezzin,was

about to lead midday prayers at the
Imam Ali mosque when he saw the
bomber fire two shots into the police

officer’s chest. “Then he turned to us
and he shot three times,” said Mr
Abbas. “The gun jammed, andhe threw
it down and ran inside.”
Shrapnel and ball bearings made

deep gashes in the walls, exposing the
brickwork beneath layers of plaster and
cement. Fragments of metal and black-
ened flesh were left clinging to the
paintwork.
Aworshipper,AbidMared,was in the

front row, far from the bomber. He suf-
fered flesh wounds to his leg and chest;
the men on either side of him were
killed, as were two people in the row
behindhim. “Themannext tome stood
upandhewas cutbadly inhis stomach,”
he said.
The death toll could have been even

higher, Mr Mared said, but the bomb-
er’s vest was on his back — perhaps to
help him to avoid detection — and the
force of the blast was directed mostly
backwards, into the courtyard.
The melted face of a plastic clock

bore testimony to its heat. The shock-

Sacré bleu —new French
economyminister to axe
35-hour week
Page 31

Brazilian village fears
an invasion of
sex-mad men
Page 30

wave rippedametal awningoff thewall.
“It was revenge,” said Mr Abbas.

“Islamic State was behind this.”
Iraq’s new prime minister, Haider

al-Abadi, has until September 10 to
formaunity government, after theShia
strongman Nouri al-Maliki, facing
pressure fromWashingtonandTehran,
was forced to step down. He had been
accused of oppressing the country’s
Sunni population, in the process help-
ing to pave the way for Islamic State’s
lightning advance in June.
ThegroupnowcontrolsFallujah, and

Iraq’s second city, Mosul.
Analysts said Baghdad’s best hope of

defeating theextremists,whoespousea
medieval strand of Sunni Islam, lies in
winningback thecountry’sSunnis,who
had been marginalised and oppressed
since the US-led invasion toppled Sad-
dam Hussein in 2003.
“We are not political people,” said

Felah al-Jabouri, the owner of a clock
shop where a car bomb killed 12 people
and wounded 35 on Tuesday morning.
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Islamic State extremists say
they have murdered more
than 200 Syrian

government soldiers captured
when they overran a regime
airbase in the north of the
country this week (Catherine
Philp writes).
The group posted video

footage online purporting to
show the men before and

after their deaths. They are
seen being marched through
the desert in their underwear,
as masked militants shout
“Islamic State”. The video
then cuts to scenes of their
bodies piled in the sand.
The jihadists said the

soldiers were captured from
Tabqa, the regime’s last
military base in Raqqa

province, which lies within
the area declared a caliphate
by Islamic State (also known
as Isis).
The Syrian Observatory for

Human Rights said that of
the 1,400 soldiers garrisoned
at Tabqa, 200 were killed in
the assault and 700 escaped.
Those murdered in the video
appear to be among the 500

whose fate is unclear.
The Observatory said that

three separate mass killings
of soldiers had taken place
yesterday and on Wednesday.
Isis has repeatedly posted

videos showing murders on
social media, as a means to
intimidate opponents and to
lure recruits.
News of the atrocity came

a day after the release of a
UN report that said that
public killings, often
beheadings, had become a
“common spectacle” across
areas of Syria controlled by
Isis. It cited scores of
documented beheadings,
stonings and crucifixions in
public squares, with local
residents being urged to

watch. The report also
accused Syrian government
forces of serious rights
violations, including the
murders of civilians.
Sophisticated weaponry

looted by Isis from the Tabqa
base includes surface-to-air
missiles, which may be used
to ward off US airstrikes.
Ben Macintyre, page 19

“But everyone knows it is terrorists
doing these attacks."
Scorch marks show where a minibus

ladenwith explosives destroyed at least
ten cars in themorning rushhourwhen
it was blown up less than a mile from
the Imam Ali mosque.
Electricians in a cherry-picker were

repairing the ruined pylons yesterday,
while aposteroverlooking the intersec-
tion called on the government to
rename the intersection in honour of a
traffic policeman who was killed.
At a checkpoint beyond the bomb

site, a lone policeman stood screening
vehicles with a fake bomb-detector.
About 6,000 of the handheld devices
were sold to Iraq by a British fraudster,
James McCormick. He made £50 mil-
lion in the deal, whichwas exposed by a
Times investigation. The devices were
proven to be useless, but are still widely
used across Baghdad.
“We pray to god to protect us,” said

Mr al-Jabouri. “Sometimes there is
nothing the police can do.”

claims to show Syrian government soldiers being herded through the desert after the capture of Tabqa airbase, in Raqqa province, and, above right, their corpses dumped on the sand a short time later
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Lennon killer
boasts of his
‘incredible’ plan

Appearing before a parole board for the
eighth time, Mark Chapman said he
was sorry for killing John Lennon, and
acknowledged the pain he had caused
the singer’s wife, family and the “many,
many people” who adored him.
However, he also gave the hearing an

enthusiastic account of the planning
and execution of the murder.
He was asked if the crime was

planned and if he had stalked Lennon
before shootinghimoutside theDakota
Building on December 8, 1980.
“Incredible planning, absolutely,

incredible stalking, very well thought
out,” he replied.
He said he had travelled once toNew

York from Hawaii, where he lived with
hiswife andworked as a security guard,
and called his wife, explaining his plan
tomurder Lennon. However, when she
asked him to come home, he aban-
doned his scheme and said he had now
changed his mind.
Months later, however, he returned

to New York, and stopped in Atlanta,
convincing a friend in the police to get
himbullets for his gun. “I got the bullets
fromapolice officer, ironically,” he said.
According to a transcript of the hear-

ing, which was obtained by the New
YorkDailyNews, he saidhehad “chosen
the wrong way to glory” and had real-
ised that “God loves us all whether
we’re celebrities or not”.
His application was rejected because

of the “serious nature” of his crime.

United States
Will Pavia New York

Migrants left to drown with Europe in their sights

About 500 yards from the craggy
shores of Europe, themigrants in a rub-
ber raft were given no choice about the
last leg of their journey. “The Turkish
captain tookout a knife and thenhe cut
the dinghy,” said Kawa Hammoush,
one of 40 people on board. The holed

raft was left to wash ashore. The traf-
ficker, who charged each of them
€1,500 (£1,200) for the five-mile cross-
ing to Lesbos, was picked up by a jet ski
and sped back to Turkey’s mainland.
At least six of the Syrians on board

could not swim, but, with the help of
their compatriots, they all made it alive
across thenarrowstrait separatingAsia
from Europe. Their plight was no acci-
dent. Hours later, just along the island’s
coast, a second boatload of 60 men,
women and 13 children, all from
Afghanistan, faced a similar fate.
“It’s awful,” said Panayiotis Zachos, a

farmer and fisherman. “Scenes like
these are playing out day and night

here. But how much can Greece cope
with?Howmuch hope can these illegal
refugees realistically have? We Greeks
can barelymake endsmeet these days.”
While attention focuses on the Ital-

ian island of Lampedusa, the main mi-
grant gateway fromnorthAfricawhere
250 drowned and 3,500 were rescued
last weekend, the impact of refugees in
Greece is less well documented.
Patrols have sealed some sections of

the country’s northern border. Statis-
tics show 132,524 cases of undocument-
ed entries in 2010dropping to 32,000 in
the first seven months of this year.
However, holes have opened else-

where, turning Greek islands closest to
Turkey into magnets for migrants.
Since the start of the year, Lesbos has
seen the number of migrants coming
ashore double to 5,178, up from the 1,417
who entered illegally in 2012.
Negotiating their passage to Greece

is only the beginning of their problems.
Most migrants want to move on from
Greece, which neither wants nor can
manage or afford the influx. So, once
rounded up, screened at reception cen-
tres, and then released with orders to

leave the country within 30 days, most
migrants are left to drift.
For naive newcomers like Mr Ham-

moush and seven of his compatriots
that means trying to get to Athens to
meet other migrants and find work to
pay for the next leg of their journey.
Mr Hammoush, who lost his father,

mother and two brothers in fighting in
Aleppo, was allowed on a ferry bound
for Athens the day after his detention.
“No problem now,” said the bare-

footed Mr Hammoush. “Very, very
happy now. I love Greece and want [to]
stay but Britainmuchmuch better. I go
there after work in Athens.”
That may be optimistic. Six years in

to a recession, incomeshave fallenbyat
least 27 per cent, leaving one in three
Greeks unemployed.
Revised laws, intensified crackdowns

and growing hostility — even killings
by fascists — are making their stay un-
bearable. Late last year, an investigative
website revealed recorded orders by a
senior policeman that their lives should
“be made insufferable”.
Anwar Fares, from Lebanon, knows.

“Twice I was arrested, twice I tried to
cutmyveinswith scissors anda razor to
commit suicide. These are not recep-
tion centres, they are death camps.”
Athens denies mistreating migrants.

Yet to deter their stay, police have re-
cently increased raids on makeshift
camps and apartment blocks housing
hundreds of destitute immigrants.
If caught, unregistered immigrants

now faceat least 18months in jails over-
flowing with violent criminals.
Some choose voluntary repatriation,

but for others that is impossible. Mr
Fares watched as the ferry taking Mr
Hammoush and his friends to Athens
set sail. “My turnwill come one day,” he
said. “I’ll swim if I have to rather than
return to the hell I fled from.”

Hatred and poverty
await the Syrians and
Afghans who survive
the journey, reports
Anthee Carassava

Burma breaks
pledge to free
jailed activists
Burma
Richard Lloyd Parry Asia Editor

The number of political prisoners in
Burma has more than doubled since
thebeginningof theyear, in violationof
a promise made by its president during
a visit to Britain last year.
According to human-rights cam-

paigners, there were 70 people in Bur-
mese prisons for political offences last
month, including journalists and polit-
ical activists, in a reversal of the coun-
try’s democratic reforms. At the end of
last year, there were 30 despite a pro-
mise by President Thein Sein that all
would be released in 2013.
Last month, 11 activists went on trial,

and 21 people were convicted of polit-
ical crimes, while only two political
prisoners were released. The chief
executive of a weekly newspaper and
four journalists were each sentenced to
tenyears’ hard labour for reporting that
a secret military factory in northwest
Burma produced chemical weapons, a
claim denied by the government.
In London last year, President Thein

Sein said: “I guarantee to you that by
theendof this year therewill benopris-
oners of conscience in Myanmar.”
Mark Farmaner of the Burma Cam-

paignUK, said: “Having spent the latter
part of 2013 welcoming the promise,an
embarrassed British government now
makes no reference to it, as it is yet
another example of how they have
been duped. Their rose-tinted glasses
blinded them to what was really going
on in the country.”

Lesbos: migrants are dropped offshore
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You’re history, American women tell Republicans
Women view the Republican party as
still stuck in the past, intolerant and
lacking in compassion, an internal re-
port has revealed.
All the problems that dogged Mitt

Romney during the 2012 presidential
race as he failed to broaden the party’s
appeal appear to be unresolved.
President Obama won the women’s

vote by 12 points in the last race for the
White House, taking a majority of
young, Latino and black votes too, as
theRepublicanswere labelled theparty
of ageing white men. The Republicans

could be on course to seize control of
the Senate in November’s mid-term
elections, helped by a lowvoter turnout
and combustible issues such as immi-
gration and healthcare reform that gal-
vanise grassroots conservatives.
However, according to the study for

two Republican fundraising campaign
groups, the party is still failing to make
an impactwithwomen—and it cannot
hope to win back the White House in
2016 without better policies.
IfHillaryClinton runs for theDemo-

crats in 2016, the Republicans’ problem
is likely to get even worse.
The report, Republicans and Women

voters: Huge Challenges, Real Opportu-

nities, found that 49 per cent of women
viewed the Republicans unfavourably,
while 39 per cent viewed the Demo-
crats unfavourably. According to the
results of a poll of 800womenandeight
focus groups, women were “barely re-
ceptive” to Republican policies, which
“fail to speak to women”.
The report, leaked to the Politico

website, said women felt that Republi-
cans simply did not understand that
manyof themwere themainbreadwin-
ners in their families, and it suggested
that women sawRepublican policies as
aimed at helping employers or the rich.
The focus groups and polls found

that women “believe that ‘enforcing

equal pay for equal work’ is the policy
thatwould ‘helpwomen themost’ ”, but
the Republicans have strongly opposed
equal pay legislation.
The report said: “Republicans who

openly deny the legitimacy of the issue
will be seen as out of touch with
women’s life experiences.”
Some Republicans have said that

because of their anti-abortion position,
they could neverwin overmostwomen.
The study found that the top four issues
women cared about were the economy,
healthcare, education and jobs. And
women who cared about those issues
mostly voted for the Democrats. Mar-
ried women without a college degree

weremore likely tovoteRepublican,and
the party had a slight advantage — of
three percentage points — on who had
the best ideas to grow the economy and
could be “trusted with our tax dollars”.
However, when women were asked

who “wants to make healthcare more
affordable”, the Democrats had a 39-
point advantage, and a 40-point lead
when asked who “looks out for the in-
terests of women”.
The study found that the Republi-

cans did “especially poorly” in the
Northeast andMidwest regions, which
include the crucial swing states of New
Hampshire, Virginia, Iowa, Ohio and
Wisconsin.

United States
David Taylor Washington

Joan Rivers in
hospital after
heart attack

Joan Rivers was rushed into an emer-
gencyward yesterday after she stopped
breathing during surgery on her vocal
cords at a clinic in New York.
The comedian, who is 81, was said to

have suffered a cardiac arrest and had
been taken toahospital onManhattan’s
Upper East Side.
Her assistant, GrahamReed, told the

website TMZ “she’s not conscious but

she’s stable”. Rivers had been perform-
ing the previous evening at a theatre in
midtown Manhattan where the audi-
ence reported that she was in full voice
and on fine form.
TheNewYorkDailyNews, quoting an

anonymous source, said her family
were “scared” and would make “no big
medical decisions” until her daughter
Melissa arrived at her bedside.
The comedian, who still manages to

court controversy — most recently
with an off-hand comment about casu-
alties in Gaza — frequently makes her
own health the subject of her comedy.

Will Pavia New YorkA
century ago
an intrepid
band of
film-
makers fled

America’s east coast
(Rhys Blakely writes).
They travelled all the
way to Hollywood,
hoping to evade the
inventor Thomas
Edison, who held a
bundle of movie-
making patents and
who was fond of suing
those who did not
comply with his rules.
Now California is

falling victim to an
exodus of talent, with
franchises such as Star
Wars and Harry
Potter choosing to
film in Britain instead.
Big-budget films to
have shunned
Hollywood in recent
years include Battle
Los Angeles,
right, a sci-fi
potboiler
made in
Louisiana,
and
Captain
America

: The First Avenger, far
right, filmed mostly in
Britain.
The Golden State is

responding by offering
a wealth of tax
incentives.
Jerry Brown, the

California governor,
has approved a plan to
subsidise film-makers
to the tune of $1.65
billion (£1 billion) over
the next five years,
and Eric Garcetti, the
mayor of Los Angeles,

has declared the
situation a civic
emergency. “We have
been watching the
industry melt away,”
Mr Garcetti said.
“Today, we put the flag
back down and we say
California is coming
back.”
Shooting for films in

Los Angeles hit a peak
in 1996, with 14,000
location production
days. That figure had
slumped by 60 per
cent by 2012, with TV
shows also
abandoning the city en
masse.
About 36,000 jobs,

worth $2.4 billion in
wages, are thought to
have been lost as a
result.
Efforts to boost Los

Angeles’s prospects
have included a
poster campaign
urging residents to
be more

considerate to
film crews
shooting in

residential
areas.

Film-makers offered £1bn
to return to Hollywood
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Joan Rivers had
been on stage on
Wednesday night
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Lovelorn men seeking the charms of Noiva do Cordeiro’s women will be disappointed to find that most are happily married

A Brazilian village is braced for an
influxofmen looking for loveafter false
reports that it wasmade up of beautiful
single young women desperate for a
mate.
Stories claimed that the farming

village of Noiva do Cordeiro, in the
southeastern farming state of Minas
Gerais, was made up almost entirely of
eligible women who had appealed for
men to date or even marry them.
Rosalee Fernandes, a councillor, said

that during theweek the villagewas full
of women whose husbands generally
worked in the state capital ofBeloHori-
zonte, leaving them to do farm work.
Half of the village’s 300 residents were
men who came home at weekends,
which could pose logistical problems
for anymale showingupandhoping for
an easy date with a milkmaid.
“I’m in a state of shock,”Mrs Fernan-

des said. “Of course we are afraid, I
don’t want to even think about what
this means for us.” She added: “It’s a
tough situation and it’s entirely outside
of our normal world. We don’t know
how to deal with it.”
Pictures of Keila Fernandes Pereira,

Brazil
James Hider Sao Paulo

a farmhandwho featured on local tele-
vision doing an impression of LadyGa-
ga, appeared on Facebook and may ac-
count for some of the international ex-
citement at the possibility of a lost town

full of young women in thigh boots,
fishnets and leather masks just waiting
to be discovered in the rural hinter-
lands of southern Brazil.
One of her pictures even shows her

and her sexy troupe carrying a giant
pumpkin through an orchard.
Ms Fernandes Pereira said she was

frightened the headlines.
Further inflaming passions, another

picture on the town’s Facebook page
shows an attractive young Asian
woman in a straw hat and cut-off over-
alls, whowas actually a visiting TVpre-
senter. The real village women stand
behind her in loose plaid work shirts
and jeans.
Within hours though, the once-ob-

scure village became the Facebook
friend of lonely bachelors from across
the globe. “Where do I sign up?” asked
one Brazilian man, and a schoolboy
from Canada commented: “I'd like to
move to that town.”
Noiva do Cordeiro is no stranger to

sexual controversy. It was founded in
1890 when a young woman, Maria Se-
nhorinha de Lima, left her French hus-
bandafter threemonthsofmarriage for
anotherman. Shewas chasedout of her
community of Belo Vale by an indig-
nant population who branded her an
adulterer.
She was excommunicated by the

Catholic Church and formed a new, in-
dependent community that attracted
other shunned women who had been
forced out of polite society and publicly
condemned as loose women.
“We have suffered so much over the

years from disinformation and calum-
ny,” Mrs Fernandes said.

New evidence of MH370 turning point
Sydney New analysis of
unanswered calls to the
lost Malaysia Airlines jet
suggest that it changed
course earlier than
previously thought.
Warren Truss, the
Australian deputy prime
minister, said that
investigation into two
satellite phone calls made
to Flight MH370 after it

disappeared off the radar
on March 8 showed that
it may have turned south
before it reached the
northwest tip of the island
of Sumatra, in Indonesia,
previously believed to
have been the location of
the turn. Areas further
south in the Indian Ocean
search zone would now be
of “particular interest”.

Mystery illness hits Colombian girls
More than 200 girls in a
small town in Colombia
have gone down with a
mystery illness that their
parents believe could be
linked to a cervical cancer
vaccine but others suggest
is mass hysteria (James
Hider writes).
The girls in El Carmen

de Bolivar, who are aged

between 9 and 16 and
who were all injected
recently with Gardasil,
have developed numb
hands, headaches and
have been fainting. Blood
tests showed no evidence
of a link to the vaccine,
and 120 girls who were
taken to hospital have
since been released.

FACEBOOK

Village fears an invasion of sex-mad men
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Germany to
ban emails
after work

Germany is poised to enact an anti-
stress law that would make it illegal for
employers to send emails to workers
during free time and holidays.
Andrea Nahles, the labour minister,

announced her support for the legis-
lation while introducing a study into
mental health. She said she had com-
missioned the Federal Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health to
produce a feasibility study for a law to
protect workers from stress caused by
smartphones and “constant contact”
with their bosses. It may ultimately
forbid employers from calling staff
during their free time.
“There is anundeniable linkbetween

having to be constantly available for
work and the rise in mental illnesses,”
she said.
The announcement comes after

some companies had implemented
similar rules. Daimler, the car manu-
facturer, has guaranteed stress-free
breaks for its 100,000employeesbygiv-
ing them the option to have all their
newemailsdeletedwhile theyareaway.
“Ouremployees should relaxonholi-

day and not read work-related emails,”
WilfriedPorth, aDaimlerdirector, said.
“With our ‘mail on holiday’ system

they start back after the holidayswith a
clean desk. There is no traffic jam in
their inbox.That is an emotional relief.”

Germany
Allan Hall Berlin

French fury at plan
to end 35-hourweek
France
Charles Bremner Paris

France’s new pro-business economy
minister sparked anger yesterday by
calling for the dismantling of the 35-
hour working week, one of the Left’s
proudest achievements.
After Le Point magazine published

the suggestion by Emmanuel Macron,
36, a formerbanker, theoffice ofManu-
el Valls, the prime minister, said: “The
government has no intention of going
back on the legal length of the working
week.”
For traditional leftists, the suggestion

of abandoning the short week, which
was introduced in 2000, symbolised
what they see as the betrayal by Presi-
dent Hollande of the cherished pro-
worker principles of the French social-
ist movement.
They denounced Mr Hollande, who

was elected two years ago, for embrac-
ing “social liberalism”— the pejorative
French term for pro-market social-
democrat ideas.
The 35-hour law, which is applied to

all but the smallest enterprises andena-
bles workers to be paid overtime if they
work beyond the legal limit, is blamed
bymany experts for contributing to the
slump in international competitiveness
that has cramped French economic
growth for years.
Privately, Mr Hollande and his

reform-minded ministers have long
conceded that themeasure, never emu-

lated by any other western state, has
inflicted a handicap on the economy.
MrMacron, a civil servant, adviser to

Mr Hollande and former merchant
banker, was appointed on Tuesday to
confirm the rightward lurch by the
Valls government after it shed Arnaud
Montebourg, a leftist who had de-
nounced the president’s core policies.
Mr Macron’s attack on the 35-hour

week came hours after Mr Valls drew
anger for telling the employers’ federa-
tion that he “loved the world of busi-
ness”. Mr Valls has also called into
question other achievements, such as
restrictions on Sunday working and
labour rules that weigh on business.
Dissenting socialists, who are threat-

ening to vote against their own govern-
ment, said the working hours’ shift was
the final straw. “Nothing that is being
announced appeared in the socialist
manifesto or in the president’s mani-
festo,” EmmanuelMaurel, anMEP and
leading rebel, said.
Tougher language came from the

party’s former allies from further left.
“The prime minister said a fewmonths
ago that ‘the left could die’. Now we
knowwho is holding themurder weap-
on,” Pierre Laurent, the leader of the
Communist Party, said.
President Sarkozy backed away from

election promises made in 2007 to
abandon the 35-hour week, but he
loosened the regulations. Mr Hollande
reversed the Sarkozy reforms.
Leading article, page 20 The hills were alive Palouse was once the most populous region of Washington

CHIP PHILLIPS / SOLENT NEWS & PHOTO AGENCY
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TV man killed on
reality police show

A sound operator with the reality TV
series Cops was shot dead by police re-
sponding to an armed robbery at a fast-
food restaurant. The accident raises
more concern over the police’s use of
force after recent fatal shootings.
BryceDion, 38, was wearing a bullet-

proof vest but the shot that killed him
struck his body through an opening
near his armpit, officials said. Police
also killed the suspected robber, only to
find that the weapon he was carrying
was an air gun that fired plastic pellets.
Although the police chief in Omaha,

Nebraska, insisted that his officers had
acted appropriately, the authorities
opened an inquiry thatwill be overseen
by a grand jury.
The incident happened on Tuesday

night after Mr Dion and a cameraman
joined two officers sent as back-up for
another officer at the scene of the
robbery. The crew followed the three
officers into the Wendy’s restaurant as
they confronted Cortez Washington.
The cameraman darted into the

main dining area and crouched behind
a wall to record events. Mr Dion was
unable to get past the entrance as the
suspect raised his gun and fired twice
within seconds of the officers’ arrival,
Todd Schmaderer, the police chief in
Omaha, said.
The officers returned fire, striking

Mr Washington, who managed to run

away. Police continued shooting as the
suspect reached the exit, hitting Mr
Dion at the same time. The audio
supervisor died in hospital.
The suspect, whowas on parole from

Missouri after being convicted of rob-
bery, collapsed in the car park and died
fromhiswounds.All threeofficers have
been put on administrative leave.
MrSchmaderer insisted that the offi-

cers had been justified in opening fire,
adding that three witnesses described
MrWashington firing his gun at two of
his men. The weapon was designed to
look and sound like a real gun, he
added.
“The witnesses described hearing

the suspect’s handgun being fired and
seeing the slide recoil with the shots,”
he said, describing Mr Dion’s death as
an “unfortunate incident”.
He rejected suggestions that the offi-

cers might have overreacted because
they were being filmed, saying the idea
was absolutely ridiculous.
Four years ago another reality show,

The First 48, recorded a Detroit police
raid in which a seven-year-old girl was
killed by an officer. That incident led to
accusations that such shows encour-
aged thepolice toplayup to thecamera.
6Police inTexaswere facing questions
yesterday after a video showing officers
wrongly arresting a black mother in
front of four young children went viral.
In a case of mistaken identity, officers
with their guns drawn ordered
Kametra Barbour out of her car.

United States
Devika Bhat Washington

MOHAVE COUNTY SHERIFF DEPARTMENT / AP

Gun teacher
shot by girl
was ‘reckless’
to give her Uzi

AnAmericanarmyveterankilledwhile
teaching a nine-year-old girl to fire a
machinegunwasguiltyof criminalneg-
ligence and responsible for his own
death, the authorities said yesterday.
Charles Vacca was shot in the head

when the girl lost control of the gun.
Jace Zack, the chief deputy for the

Mohave county attorney’s office, said:
“The parents aren’t culpable. They
trusted the instructor to know what he
was doing, and the girl could not poss-
ibly have comprehended the potential
dangers involved.”
However, GerryHills, the founder of

Arizonans for Gun Safety, said it was
reckless to let the girl handle such a
powerful weapon.
Referring to her parents, he added:“I

just don’t see any reason in the world
whyyouwould allowanine-year-old to
put her hands on an Uzi,” he said. “We
have better safety standards for who
gets to ride a rollercoaster at an amuse-
ment park.”
As some gun-control advocates were

calling for tighter restrictions, the case
in Arizona revealed just how patch-
work US firearm laws had become. A
study by campaigners at the Law
Center to Prevent Gun Violence,
reveals that Arizona is one of 21 states

with no laws restricting access to guns
for under-18s as long as there is adult
supervision.
There are 29 states that have some

kind of child access prevention laws,
including 14 where it is a crime to
“knowingly and/or recklessly” provide
firearms to children.
There will be no action in the case at

the Burgers and Bullets range where
thegirlwasbeing filmedonherparents’

phone when she killed Mr Vacca. Sam
Scarmardo, who operates the range in
the Arizona Last Stop complex in the
desert north of Las Vegas, said that her
parents had signed waivers stating that
they understood the rules. He said the
policy was now under review.
More than 7,000 are injured every

year and more than two million
American children live in homes with
unsecured guns.

David Taylor Arizona

The gun recoiled upward as the girl pulled the trigger, shooting Charles Vacca
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Stronger US growth
offsets Ukraine fears
Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

The bounceback in American growth
from its abrupt stall at the start of the
year was even stronger than had been
thought, according to encouragingnew
figures on output from the world’s
biggest economy.
Grossdomesticproduct surgedby4.2

per cent in the second quarter of the
year, not the 4 per cent previously esti-
mated, the US CommerceDepartment
said. Stronger business investment and
exports led to the revision, which
helped to push the dollar higher yester-
day and led to renewed forecasts that
the US would continue in a canter in
the second half.
Separate reports showing the second

successive week of fewer Americans
filing for unemployment benefit and a
jump in home purchase contracts
added to growing confidence that the
US surge is well underpinned. How-
ever, freshgeopoliticalworriesprimari-
ly over Ukraine kept the euphoria well
in check, sending share prices diving
and triggering a move towards the safe
haven of bonds and gold.
The recent strength of the US after a

dismal first quarter, when output con-
tracted by 2.1 per cent, has been a key
factor in keeping global business confi-
dence ticking over, especially as the
eurozone struggles.
Nancy Curtin, chief investment offi-

cer at Close Brothers Asset Manage-
ment, said: “These figures confirm the
strength of the economy . . . it is not
going to run out of momentum any

time soon. Consumer confidence is at a
seven-year high, home construction
data has bounced back and manufac-
turing figures continue to exceed
expectations.”
The rebound added to the conviction

that the quiescent first quarter was a
one-off caused by a harsh winter that
kept shoppers away from themalls and
disrupted factories and building sites.
Analysts had expected a small reduc-
tion in the revised growth figure, not an

increase. The latest figures showed
business investment growing at an
annualised gallop of 8.4 per cent, much
higher than the government’s original
estimate of 5.5 per cent.
Estimates of companies’ stockbuild-

ing were also downgraded, which was
seenasauguringwell for the thirdquar-
ter because businesses would be more
likely to replenish supplies.
However, the poor first quarter will

still keep the overall growth figure for
2014 to just 2.1 per cent, analysts said,
slightly slower than the 2.2 per cent
achieved for 2013. They aremore hope-
ful for 2015, expecting growth to reach
3 per cent.
America suffered its worst recession

since the 1930s in 2007-09 in the wake
of the banking crisis and since then has
struggled to return to its normal cruis-
ing speedofmore than3per cent.How-
ever, six successive months of more
than 200,000 net new jobs — the best
record for eight years — have added to
hopes that this will push up household
incomes and consumer spending.
The S&P 500 fell back through the

2,000 mark after its record close on
Wednesday.

Ofwat needs to
flex its mussel

T
he Ennerdale mussel
might at first hearing be
taken for one of those
ghastly Lake District
triathlons in which

unimaginative middle-ranking
executives take part.
The mussels of Ennerdale Water

are, in fact, a botanical cause
célèbre, an endangered and
protected mollusc. And something
of a headache for United Utilities,
whose licence to supply water to
Cumbrian homes often conflicts
with ecological commitments not to
wipe out precious fauna.
UU has, in fact, so many

environmental and biodiversity
issues in its region that it has been
telling Ofwat that for the next five
years its projected spending means
that it cannot afford to cut water
bills much from the average £415
that it charges three million homes.
Which has prompted a fallout

with the regulator. It is not alone.
Ofwat is also clashing with Thames
Water over the £4 billion cost of its
planned tideway tunnel aimed at
keeping less-appealing, human-
related debris out of the waterways.
Bristol Water is also in trouble, in a
rift over reservoirs and canals.
Today Ofwat will unveil its price

determinations — what households
will pay in bills — up to 2020. It
seems likely that UU, Thames and
Bristol will remain in dispute, testing
the regulator’s resolve to force
through lower bills. Ofwat’s new
management knows that these
regional monopolies have for years
been non-taxpaying, huge dividend-
yielding cash machines for an array
of sophisticated international
shareholders who are not in Britain
because of freshwater mussels.
Ofwat is up for a fight over bills

with someone. Running a water
company is more complex and
expensive than might first be
thought, but the regulator will be
right to be obdurate. Average water
bills are more than a third of
average gas and electricity bills from
energy suppliers who source their
raw materials in a world of difficult
geopolitics and pricey technologies.
The natural resource of the water
company falls, literally, from the sky.

Driven executives

When the old jalopy breaks
down on the Basingstoke
bypass you don’t have to

read the small print of your AA
membership to find out whether a
jolly yellow truck will rescue you. It
will. It is reliable. That’s why we love
it and why the AA is one of the
strongest brands in business.
However with the ink barely dry

on the AA’s prospectus heralding
this summer’s return to the stock
market, the chief executive and
finance director have stepped out of
the cab (report, page 43). The small
print of that prospectus gives a full
18 pages of why you might not want

to invest in the AA but says nothing
about the risk of Chris Jansen, the
chief executive, being left on the
roadside within a couple of months
counting the £800,000 proceeds
from a payoff and shares.
Left running the show is Bob

Mackenzie, a renowned boardroom
hard nut who engineered the
unconventional pre-float City-
backed management buy-in with
Martin Clarke, a former Permira
private equity baron, and Nick
Hewitt, a PwC consultant. One
assumes they have a credible route
on the sat-nav as the AA came to
market with less than £1billion of
annual revenues, £192million of
pre-tax profits and only £3.4 billion
of borrowings — £1billion of which
is attracting interest rates of 9.5 per
cent, including £350 million of that
unpleasant rollover PIK debt.
That’s enough to get anyone’s

orange lamp flashing.

Lack of confidence

The latest Funding for Lending
figures make the scheme look
like a disaster, which is just as

well for a misguided project reeking
of the worst kind of artificial
intervention by unworldly
politicians (report, page 42). The
failure to access finance is a two-
way street. Notwithstanding that the
world has been an especially
unhappy place these past few weeks,
there is a fairly good chance that
upcoming economic data will show
that small-business folk are not
borrowing because they simply do
not have confidence in the strength
of the economic recovery.

Saints and sinners

A leading sector analyst has
taken to calling the Serco
boss St Rupert — not because

Rupert Soames is on the way to
beatification but because investors
are putting the sort of faith in him
that demands he pull off a few
miracles to save this once mighty
outsourcing giant.
Serco’s back in the news — again

— on rebutted reports that all has
not been well on contracts with
London hospitals. Mr Soames’s
track record does suggest some
powers in corporate healing but
every holy man needs divine
intervention in the exorcism of
diabolical operations. In Serco’s
case, Mr Soames has called in the
next best thing, the highly paid
consultants of McKinsey who, by
the looks of Serco’s latest accounts,
are billing at several million pounds
a month.
Which is ironic. As a trusted

government adviser on
“efficiencies”, McKinsey is making
money on both sides of the
bandwagon in creeping privatisations.

robert.lea@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Robert Lea
A top retail manager

brought in to
revive the fortunes

of a Danish jeweller is
stepping down after little
more than a year
(Deirdre Hipwell writes).
Allan Leighton, the

former chief executive of
Asda, who helped to turn
around the British
supermarket chain in the
1990s, will be replaced at
Pandora by Anders
Colding Friis, who will
join in March.
Mr Friis is the head of

Scandinavian Tobacco
Group, the world’s
largest maker of cigars
and pipe tobacco.
Pandora, known for its

charm bracelets, left, is
also replacing Marcello
Bottoli as chairman with
Peder Tuborgh, the chief
executive of Arla Foods.
Mr Leighton will stay

on as deputy chairman of
the company, which has
struggled since it listed
in 2010. It was scolded by
regulators for being slow
to issue a profit warning
about falling sales of
bracelets soon after it
floated and had a regular
turnover of chief
executives before Mr
Leighton switched from
chairman to chief
executive.

Pandora’s
charms wear
thin for boss

PANDORA
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Funding for Lending Scheme:
The joint Bank of England and
Treasury scheme to encourage
banks and building societies to
lend money to cash-strapped
small and medium-sized
businesses has once again
failed to thaw the frozen credit
markets. Under the FLS, net
lending to SMEs dropped by
£435 million in the second
quarter of the year, after a
£723 million fall in the
previous three months, figures
published by the Bank showed.
For businesses as a whole, net
lending plunged by £3.9 billion
between April and June, down
from the previous fall of
£2.7 billion. Page 36
UK consumer confidence:
GfK’s latest consumer
confidence index increased
three points this month to 1,
from -2 in July. All five
measures used to calculate the
index increased and the
research company believes
that confidence levels will
remain stable for some time
“after several months of almost
constant increase”.
Scottish referendum: With
three weeks before Scotland
votes on independence, the
trickle of business leaders
prepared to declare their hand
has suddenly become a flood.
In just two days, high-level
representatives from more
than 330 businesses, all of
which have activities north of
the border, have gone public
with their backing for the Yes
or No campaigns. Page 35
US growth: The bounceback in
American growth from its
abrupt stall at the start of the
year was even stronger than
had been thought, according to
encouraging new figures on
output from the world’s biggest
economy. Gross domestic
product surged by 4.2 per cent
in the second quarter of the
year, not the 4 per cent
previously estimated, the US
Commerce Department said.
Page 33

banking & finance
1.10%

Hastings Insurance: Pre-tax
profits at the privately owned
motor and household insurer
rose by 90 per cent to
£17.1 million during the second
quarter, on revenues up 19 per
cent to £97.6 million. Gary
Hoffman, the chief executive,
reported a 27 per cent increase
in customer numbers to
1.6 million, well ahead of his
target of three million by 2020.
Group written premiums rose
by 24 per cent to £119.8 million
during the period, Hastings
said. Business big shot, page 38
Direct Line: Sebastian James,
the chief executive of the
merged Dixons Carphone, has
become an independent
director at the general insurer,
which owns the Churchill and
Privilege brands. Before joining
Dixons, Mr James was the
chief executive of Synergy
Insurance Services. He is also
a former strategy director at
Mothercare.
International Monetary Fund:
The board of the Washington-
based institution will meet “as

soon as possible” to review the
situation of Christine Lagarde,
its head, who has been placed
under criminal investigation in
France, it said yesterday. The
IMF repeated its confidence in
its managing director, who has
become embroiled in an
investigation into alleged
corruption while she served as
finance minister under
President Sarkozy.
Cyberattacks on US banks:
Investigators from the FBI are
looking into cyberattacks on
JPMorgan Chase and other
big American banks in which
hackers stole sensitive
information from the Wall
Street companies. The attacks
are believed to be linked to
Russia and have raised
questions about possible state
involvement because of the
sophistication of the hacking
techniques involved. Page 38

construction &
property

1.35%

Unite Group: The biggest
developer and manager of
student accommodation in the
UK recorded pre-tax profit of
£44.6 million for the six
months to June 30, up from
£37.5 million a year earlier.
Bramshill House: The
400-year-old Grade I listed
building, which has been used
as a police training college for
decades, is to be turned into
homes. The Home Office is
selling Bramshill House, which
includes a Grade II listed park
that goes back to medieval
times, to City and Country, the
property developer. The
Jacobean building was bought
by the department in 1952.
Page 41

consumer goods
0.49%

Arla Foods: The farmer-owned
dairy co-operative has
reported an 11 per cent rise in
revenue to £4.4 billion in the
first half as a result of “strong
organic growth” and global
price increases. Arla paid its
farmers, including 3,200 in the
UK, 36.8p a kilogram of milk,
up from 31.9p, at the same time
last year. However, Arla
warned that the “trends in
global raw milk price are
pointing downwards fast” and
it has lowered its expectations
on the price it will pay to
farmers for the full year.

health
0.14%

Plethora Solutions: Friskier
private investors could barely
contain themselves as they
talked up the AIMbiotech
minnow. Plethora, which has
developed a treatment for
premature ejaculation, was
rumoured to be putting the
finishing touches to a fund-
raising of £15 million or more,
in excess of a third of its
market value. A couple of
funds that specialise in backing
this sector were thought to be
contributing heavily, while
Plethora’s management was
also stumping up a couple of
million. Page 41

natural resources
2.72%

Gulf Keystone: The conflict in
Iraq is taking its toll on the
Kurdistan-focused oil explorer.
It has not been paid since June
and could delay a new project
because Canadian contractors
have pulled out of the area.
London-listed Gulf is owed
$35million (£21 million) by the
Kurdistan regional
government, which governs
the semi-autonomous region
of Iraq. The payment relates to
almost two million barrels of
crude exports, representing
most of Gulf’s production this
year. Page 39
Afren: The oil exploration
company has suspended two
associate directors in a fresh
blow, as it reels from an
investigation into its chief
executive and chief operating
officer. Page 39
Soco International: The oil
and gas explorer, which has
pledged to distribute at least
half of its free cash flow in the
form of a dividend, has
announced a 22p payment
at the halfway stage.
Tempus, page 40

professional &
support services

0.28%

AA: Britain’s biggest roadside
rescue company is under
urgent pressure to appoint a
heavyweight senior
independent director after
Chris Jansen, its chief
executive, and Andy Boland,
the finance director, quit “by
mutual consent”. The
departures leave Bob
Mackenzie, the executive
chairman who led a
management buy-in and
flotation of the company in
June, as a dominant figure in
the company, breaching two
boardroom guidelines for listed
companies. Page 37

retailing
0.49%

CBI survey: In its latest survey
of retailers, the CBI found that
sales grew strongly in the year
to August, with the pace of
growth expected to accelerate
again in the month ahead.
Looking forward to the next
quarter, it found retailers were
more optimistic than at any
time since May 2002.
Abercrombie & Fitch: The
American preppy clothing
company that has been
struggling for a year to win
back young customers by
dropping its logo from its
goods and cutting prices has
failed to entice them back.
Abercrombie & Fitch reported
a 7 per cent fall in same-store
sales in the second quarter. It
said that it expected to close
60 stores this year.

technology
2.30%

Xaar: The maker of digital
printers, which warned on
revenues earlier in the year,
shocked the market again with
a halfway statement that said

that in the third quarter the
demand for ceramic tiles,
which its product helps to
produce, had fallen, probably
because of a slowdown in
Chinese construction, and
revenue expectations for the
year would be missed.
Tempus, page 40
Playtech: The provider of
software and services to the
online gaming industry
produced a strong first-half
performance, raising adjusted
earnings by 28 per cent to
¤97.6 million after sharp rises
in revenue from casino and
sports activities. The board was
confident of beating market
expectations for the year.
Tempus, page 40
CSR: One of Britain’s most
prominent technology
companies has become the
target of a US predator. CSR,
which makes chips for Dr Dre’s
Beats headphones, said it had
rejected an approach from
Microchip Technology, and
was weighing up its next move.
The Cambridge-based
company has hired JPMorgan
Chase and said that “the board
is considering its options”.
Shares in CSRsurged 36 per
cent to 780p.

telecoms
0.14%

Telefónica: The Spanish owner
of O2 has entered exclusive
talks to buy GVT, the Brazilian
telecoms company owned by
Vivendi, seeing off a late rival
offer from Telecom Italia.
The Italian telecoms giant had
offered a combination of cash
and shares that valued GVT at
€7 billion (£5.5 billion)
yesterday morning, forcing a
scramble by Telefónica to
sweeten its bid hours before a
meeting of Vivendi’s board.
Telefónica raised its bid from
€6.7 billion to €7.45 billion, and
upped the cash element of its
cash-and-shares offer. Page 40

transport
1.37%

Qantas: Australia’s struggling
flag carrier has made its
biggest loss, hastening plans to
open the doors to foreign
ownership. The size of the full-
year loss, just short of
A$650million (£365million),
stunned trade unions, MPs and
industry observers. It was
mostly attributed to a
A$2.6billion non-cash
writedown of the value of the
international fleet, in advance
of the separation of the
division.

utilities
0.48%

Renewable energy target:
Europe will miss its legally
binding renewable energy
target for 2020, because of a
slowdown in the construction
of wind farms and a slump in
power prices, the International
Energy Agency has warned.
The rising cost of renewables,
particularly the UK’s offshore
wind farms, and cuts in
subsidies are expected to arrest
the dramatic growth in green
energy. Page 39
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The Galaxy S5 was the best-selling
model in the UK in July, taking 11.5%
of handset sales. The figures also reveal
a mini-revival in Nokia sales, with 10.3
per cent of the smartphone market in
the last quarter, up from 3.5 per cent in
the three months to October 2013

Company Change

CSR Atakeover approach 35.7%
Playtech Lifted by new contracts 7.4%
Imagination Technologies Bid activity in the sector 6.1%
CRH A push by Credit Suisse 2.0%
WmMorrison Deutsche Bank upgrades 1.4%
Anglo American Iron ore prices clobbered -3.5%
Rio Tinto Nerves about China -3.8%
Rame Energy A fundraising -13.1%
Ocado Bearish research -15.9%
Xaar Cuts revenue forecasts -21.6%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure

Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Allied Minds (services HY) -$27.2m (-$17.6m) 0c
Amara (resources HY) -$3.9m (-$4.5m) 0c
Anglo Pacific (resources HY) -£20.9m (£32.8m) 4.45p p Feb 4
Arrow Global (finance HY) £13.6m (£11.2m) 1.7p p Oct 9
Camellia (services HY) -£6.9m (£11.9m) 34p p Oct 3
Circle (health HY) -£10.6m (-£9.7m) 0p
DP World (services HY) $441.5m ($493m) 0c
Eurasia Drilling (resources HY) $402m ($441m) 0c
Gulf Marine (services HY) $34.3m ($33.7m) 0.41p p Oct 27
Hays (services FY) £132.2m (£118.5m) 2.63p f 1.80p p Nov 14
Hunting (resources HY) $69.1m ($60m) 8.1c Nov 26p
Independent News (media HY) -€0.3m (-€8.9m) 0c
Inspired Energy (services HY) £1.2m (£1.8m) 0.07p p Nov 3
IP (services HY) £12.6m (-£2m) 0p
IPP (finance HY) £35.9m (£29.8m) 3.15p p Oct 24
Lamprell (services HY) $46.5m ($12.3m) 0p
Macfarlane (media HY) £1.2m (£1.4m) 0.50p p Oct 16
Marshalls (consumer HY) £14m (£8m) 2p p Dec 5
Melrose (engineering HY) £69.6m (£64.1m) 2.8p p Oct 16
Nostrum (resources HY) $312.7m ($285.2m) 0c
Oxford Biomedica (health HY) -£5.6m (-£6.7m) 0p
Paddy Power (leisure HY) €61.6m (€77m) 50c p Sept 26
Petropavlovsk (resources HY) $8.3m ($615.4m) 0p
Playtech (technology HY) €98m (€68m) 8.9c p Oct 27
PPHE Hotel (leisure HY) €19.3m (€9.3m) 9p p Oct 16
Salamander (resources HY) $66.4m ($10.3m) 0c
Servelec (technology HY) £4.4m (£4.4m) 1.5p p Oct 31
Signet Jewelers (retailing HY) $218.7m ($246.4m) 0c
Soco (resources HY) $174.7m ($228.7m) 0c
Spire (health HY) -£1.7m (£43.8m) 0p
Stock Spirits (leisure HY) €19.5m (-€9.3m) 0.0125c p Sept 26
STV (media HY) £8.4m (£6.2m) 2p p Oct 14
Unite (property HY) £44.6m (£37.5m) 2.2p p Nov 7
Xaar (technology HY) £15.3m (£23.4m) 3p p Oct 3

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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Big hitters clash in battle for Scotland

T
hereare just threeweeks togo
before Scotland votes on in-
dependence — and the
trickle of business leaders
prepared to declare their

hand has suddenly become a flood.
In just two days, high-level repre-

sentatives from more than 330 busi-
nesses, all of which have activities
north of the border, have gone public
with their backing for the Yes or No
campaigns.
Yesterday may have marked a turn-

ing point. In a letter to The Herald
newspaper, 200 business leaders
moved to banish the increasingly pre-
vailing view that breaking up the union
would be bad for commerce and spark a
mass exodus from the country.
Sir Brian Souter, chairman of

Stagecoach, RalphTopping, the former
chief executive of William Hill, and
Paddy Crerar, the founder of Crerar
Hotels, were among those prepared to
swing their entrepreneurial weight
behind a “yes” vote on September 18.
Their push came just a day after 130

influential businessmen, including
Douglas Flint, the chairman of HSBC,
and Andrew Mackenzie, who runs
BHPBilliton, signeda similarly firmNo
missive to The Scotsman, warning that
the case for independence had still not
been made.
John Curtice, the co-director of the

annual Scottish social attitudes survey

who works for ScotCen, the independ-
ent social research organisation, said
yesterday that both sides had used the
imminence of last night’s annual CBI
Scotland dinner in Glasgow to make
their positions known.
“You can see why both sides would

guess they have a coat to hang on that
particular peg. The Yes side has been
pretty active and probably more busi-
nesses have put their heads above the
parapet than have previously done so,”
Professor Curtice said.
He drew a distinction between the

letters, pointing out that the business
leaders writing in favour of the “no”
vote made clear that they were signing
in a personal capacity, rather than on
behalf of their companies.
Sir Mike Rake, president of the CBI,

used the dinner to urge voters to retain
the union, arguing that Britain was
greater than the sum of its parts and

that a “yes” vote would be “a one-way
ticket to uncertainty with no return”.
Despite the importance to business

of independence-related questions
such as the local currency, credit rating
and independent regulator, Prof Cur-
tice also playeddown the influence that
yesterday’s declarations were likely to
have on the wider feeling among the
electorate.
“Oneof the issues is:what is the cred-

ibility and status and standing of the
source? In terms of influence, business
people do better than politicians, but
they don’t do that well in the ‘tell the
truth’ stakes. They don’t have the same
authority of university professors or
doctors,”he said.
Brad MacKay, a senior fellow at the

University of Edinburgh Business
School who has been conducting
analysis of attitudes of businesses to-
wards independence, described the two

days of exchanges as an “information
war”. “The letter that came into The
Herald was to neutralise the other one.
Clearly, there are people that genuinely
feel that independence could be good
for them and that letter represented
their views,” he said.
Professor MacKay said that his re-

search suggested that business atti-
tudes towards independence tended to
be dictated by where their customers
were primarily located.
He also drew a distinction between

the signatories to the two letters. Those
who had indicated their support for the
No campaign were more obviously
politically neutral, with a shareholder
base to protect. In the case of the letter
to The Scotsman, the signatories repre-
sented the “backbone” of the Scottish
economy and arguably carried more
weight than those who wrote to The
Herald, he said.

Ocado shares plunge amid warning
over the robot that carries its hopes

Strong criticism of Ocado’s business
model led to £375million being wiped
off its value yesterday.
Redburn, an independent equity bro-

ker, said that sales at the online grocer
were not growing fast enough andwere
“unlikely to do so soon”.
In a further blow, Redburn warned

that the group’s much-vaunted techno-
logy — a robotic system used to pick

and move containers in its warehouses
—was “less unique than we previously
thought”.
The research, by James Tracey, sent

the shares downbynearly 16per cent to
339¼p yesterday. Analysts said that
Redburn’s warning onOcado’s robotics
technology, in particular, had “really
spooked” the market.
The retailer has been trying to repo-

sition itself as a technology company
that can provide an “end-to-end” logis-

tics and distribution platform that it
can license to retailers around the
world. It has a longstanding agreement
withWaitrose and is providing techno-
logy for Wm Morrison’s online
retailing.
MrTracey said he believed thatmost

of Ocado’s technology was based on
AutoStore, a storage and retrieval
system invented and patented by Hat-
teland and distributed by Swisslog, a
Swiss logistics automation company.
Ocado has patents for an automatic
bagging machine and a robotic grid
modular storage system.
Mr Tracey said: “Investigation of

Ocado’s patent filings suggests the
group’s technology is less unique than
we previously thought. Ocado’s patent
appears to be essentially an ‘add-on’ to

the Autostore system.” Mr Tracey sug-
gested that the group was overpriced
and raised questions about its proposed
licensing business. “There is a signifi-
cant possibility that the Morrison deal
was a one-off that speaks more to the
desperation and decision-making abil-
ity of theMorrison’smanagement team
than any repeatable future value for
Ocado shareholders,” he said.
Ocado declined to comment but one

supporter of the company said: “There
is much more to this company than a
robotic arm. There are algorithms
around how you process the products
from the warehouse to the van, it
provides retail know-how and an
exceptionally high level of efficiency.”
Redburn reduced its share-price tar-

get on Ocado from 500p to to 257p.

Hundreds of business
leaders have suddenly
gone public to sway the
independence poll,
writesMiles Costello
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18 Sept With apologies to Trainspotting

The chairman
of Stagecoach
co-founded the
transport group
in Perth in 1980
with just two
buses
Employees:
35,000
Revenue:
£2.93bn

The former chief
executive of
William Hill
stepped down last
month after a
44-year career at
the bookmaker
that began with a
Saturday job in
Glasgow
Employees
(2014): 17,000
Revenue
(2014): £1.49bn

The chairman
and chief
executive of Clyde
Blowers took a
29.9 per cent
stake in the
engineering
business in 1992
Employees:
5,000
Revenue:
£1bn+

Now chairman
of Toscafund, Sir
George was
chairman and
chief executive of
RBS when it
acquired NatWest
Employees:
33
Revenue:
£19.8bn

The group
chairman of HSBC
was once a partner
at Peat Marwick
Mitchell, the
accountancy firm
set up by two
Glaswegians
Employees:
254,000
Revenue:
$63.3bn

The Scottish-born
chief executive of
BHP Billiton, who
grew up in
Kirkintilloch, took
the helm of the
mining giant last
year
Employees:
128,800
Revenue:
$65.9bn

A former
finance director
at Stagecoach
and
ScottishPower,
Mr Cochrane
became chief
executive of Weir
Group in 2009
Employees:
7,900
Revenue:
£2.4bn

Joined Cairn
Energy in its legal
department
before moving
into commercial
and becoming
chief executive in
July 2011
Employees:
1,320
Revenue: n/a

Became
chairman of
John Menzies,
the media
distribution and
cargo handling
group, in 2010
Employees:
23,500
Revenue:
£2bn
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Having founded
Urquhart Travel in
1983, Mr Urquart
has turned it into
Britain's biggest
privately owned
operator of coach
tours
Employees:
180
Revenue:
£27m

YES
Campaign

Vote NO
Campaign

Vote

Deirdre Hipwell
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Banks are ‘slowing growth’ by failing to
lend Treasury cash to small businesses
The scheme designed to encourage
banks and building societies to lend
money to small and medium-sized
businesses has again failed to thaw the
frozen credit markets.
Despite the chancellor promising at

its launch in 2012 that the Funding for
Lending Scheme would provide
“welcome support” to businesses that
wanted to expand, net lending to SMEs
under the initiative fell by £435 million
in the second quarter of the year, after
a £723 million fall in the first.
For the corporate sector the picture

was even worse, with net lending to all
businesses falling £3.9billion between
April and June, against a fall in the first
quarter of £2.7billion, figures published
by the Bank of England showed.
The FLS, designed by the Treasury

and the Bank to incentivise banks and
building societies to boost their
lending, originally focused on house-
holds and businesses. At the end of last
year, it was altered to concentrate on
business lending after a disproportion-
ate amount of loans went to house-
holds, but it has failed to make any
difference.
The total amount drawn down by

lenders under FLS to date stands at
£45.8billion.
PhilOrford, thechief executiveof the

Forumof Private Business, said: “With-
out more lending to small businesses,
their growth and the country’s growth

Kathryn Hopkins, James Hurley
Harry Wilson

‘Either slow down
or change the way
you raise money’
Case study ShortList Media

ShortList, above, which
publishes free weekly lifestyle
magazines, is in the growing

ranks of “happy non-borrowers” —
SMEs that no longer include

conventional bank loans on their
list of options (James Hurley
writes).
“We’ve given up on the banks,

really. We had a bad experience
and haven’t gone back since,” said
Tim Ewington, a joint founder of
the £23 million turnover company.
After months of waiting for a

verdict on a bank loan to fund a
product launch, ShortList gave up
and started thinking about plan B.
By the time the bank rejected the
application, the company already
had the necessary cash in its bank

from private backers. “We were a
fairly good bet, a solidly trading
business, we’d won awards. It
makes no difference, particularly
when you’re a fast-growing
company. Either you slow down
your growth or you restructure the
way you raise your money.”
Although the London-based

company has an invoice finance
line from its bank, it has no plans
to ask again about a conventional
loan. “I’m very pleased that we
don’t have to talk to banks,” Mr
Ewington said.

Forget carrot and stick, most don’t want to know

“Funding for bank balance
sheets” might be a more
appropriate name for the

Funding for Lending Scheme, the
government’s drive to provide
businesses with more credit.
After the failure of previous

initiatives designed to cajole banks
into supporting small employers, it
is hard to avoid the conclusion that
broad, top-down public
interventions with mainstream
lenders are doomed.
Although Lloyds will point to

recent growth in its net lending, the
evidence suggests that most banks
simply do not want to lend to new
small and medium-sized enterprises.
Combining the Bank of England

figures released yesterday with a
separate study published this week
is telling: the research indicated
that, despite an improving economy
and growing profitability at small

businesses, these companies are
finding it harder to secure new
lending than at any other point in
the past three years. Tough capital
requirements for banks and their
struggles to make a profit from

small companies mean that they are
happy to focus on existing corporate
customers rather than on first-time
business borrowers.
Many small businesses are turning

their backs on external finance and

focusing on paying down debt and
discovering the virtues of self-
sufficiency.
A growing army of contented

debt-free firms sounds welcome, but
if too many of our small businesses
are unwilling or unable to borrow or
sell equity, it will have implications
for the UK’s weak investment and
innovation performance.
One glimmer of light in the FLS

figures is Investec’s use of the
scheme to provide £136 million of
credit to small businesses in the
three months to June, typically by
lending against machinery. This
suggests that there is demand from
small companies and an appetite to
lend when you look beyond the “big
four” banks, which control about
85 per cent of the SME market.
Policymakers are better off

placing a greater emphasis on
promoting competition by the non-
bank lenders, as well as fostering an
awareness of them, than yet more
carrot and stick for banks, which
have long since lost their desire to
back entrepreneurs.

Called to account

*First phase to Jan 31 2014, lending includes credit for businesses and home loans

Bank-by-bank
growth or reduction
in lending since FLS
launch*

Cheap finance
secured by banks
through FLS since
start of schemeBank

Marks
out of 10

Increase in lending

Reduction in lending

8/10

4/10

9/10

2/10

3/10

£12bn

£14bn

£8.51bn

Not
borrowed

£600m

£8.1bn

£2.13bn

£11.8bn

£8.83bn

£14bn

Barclays

Nationwide

Lloyds Banking
Group

Royal Bank
of Scotland

Santander

‘Don’t waste your
time, check out
the alternatives’
Case study Moo Free

M ike Jessop approached all
the main high street lenders
seeking funding for new

machines for his fast-growing
chocolate-making business Moo
Free (James Hurley writes). Some
lenders immediately told him not to
bother applying. They were the
better ones, Mr Jessop says — others
took “months and months” before
coming back with a “no”.
“The more time the banks

delayed, the longer it delayed us. It’s
not worth wasting your time. They
do not want to take any risk, and
that doesn’t work for businesses,
especially new businesses. Unless
you’re established and have got huge
profits, banks are closed,” he said.
The four-year-old Reading-based

business, which has sales of about
£1 million and exports its dairy-free
and gluten-free chocolate to ten
countries, has instead borrowed
£110,000 using Funding Circle, the
online lender.
“Small businesses should at least

check out the alternatives to banks,”
Mr Jessop said.

James Hurley
Comment

6 What they promised
“This joint action by the Bank and the
Treasury creates strong incentives for
banks to expand their lending to the
real economy.” Sir Mervyn King,
governor, Bank of England, July 2012
“We’re making it easier to get a bank
loan through Funding for Lending.”
David Cameron, November 2013
“Try and secure a loan for more than
five years or venture capital, and
options are very limited, especially for
innovative, high-growth potential firms.
We are acting to tackle these issues.”
Vince Cable, September 2012

will remain slow. Politicians of all
parties need to have a hard look at the
lending sector.”
LloydsBankingGroup,which loaned

£384million,was the quarter’s best per-
former, followed by Aldermore, one of
the challenger banks, at £118million.
Lloyds Banking Group has emerged

as the biggest user of FLS and the tax-
payer-backed lender’s total borrowing
at theendof Junestoodat£14billion,up
£4billion since the start of the year.
Over the same period, the bank’s net
lending shrank by £4.12 billion.
HSBCis theonlyhighstreetbanknot

to sign up to FLS, thoughRoyal Bank of
Scotland has also not used the scheme,
despite being a member.
In an attempt to breathe life into the

ailing scheme, FLS was extended in
April 2013 to include asset-based lend-
ing,whichprovidescredit to small com-
panies by allowing them to borrow
moneyagainst invoices andmachinery.
However, themajority of the £18billion
asset-based lending sector is not using
the scheme.
Chuka Umunna, the shadow busi-

ness secretary, said: “Despite scheme
after schemeandpromiseafterpromise
from ministers, profitable and success-
ful businesses still can’t get access to the
finance theyneed to start up and grow.”
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AA is left
exposed by
high-level
departures
Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

The AA, Britain’s biggest roadside
rescue company, is under urgent
pressure to appoint a heavyweight
senior independent director after its
chief executive and finance director
both quit “by mutual consent”.
The departures leave Bob Macken-

zie, the executive chairman who led a
management buy-in and flotation of
the company in June, as a highly domi-
nant figure in the company, breaching
two boardroom guidelines for listed
companies.
Chris Jansen, the chief executivewho

joined only in January, resigned from
the board with immediate effect and
will leave shortly with a pay-off under-
stood to be about one year’s salary or
£600,000. Andy Boland, the finance
director who has been with the AA
since 2008, will leave in due course.
There are noplans to replaceMr Jan-

sen.MrMackenzie, who previously ran
GreenFlag, a rival firm,would “lead the
company in his capacity as executive
chairman”, the AA said.
Best practice inUK listed companies

is to split power between a chief execu-
tive, who handles day-to-day manage-
ment, and a non-executive chairman,
who runs the board. Listed companies
are also expected to have a senior inde-
pendentdirector, orSID,apositionspe-
cifically created to give a counter-
weight to an over-dominant chairman.
The AA has three non-executive di-

rectors, but highly unusually it has no
SID. In both cases, companies are re-
quired to complywith the guidelines or
explain in the annual report the reason
why they are not complying.
One significant shareholder in AA

said: “It’s not ideal. It’s not what you’d
want, but our understanding is this is a
work in progress.”
TheAAisunderstood tobe searching

for more non-executive directors and
plans in due course to name a SID
either from among the new recruits or
the existing NEDs. They are Andrew
Miller, the chief executive of Guardian
Media Group, John Leach, the former
chief executive of Hermes UK Focus
Funds, and Margaret Young, a former
investment banker with Credit Suisse.
In an unusual two-stage disposal,

Acromas, the private equity backed
owner that recently floated Saga, sold a
majority of the AA to ten cornerstone
investors and soon after floated the rest
of its holding. The shares fell below
their 250p issue price, but have rallied,
closing yesterday up 2¼p at 278p.

Leo Lewis

China, as we know,
has its problems.
The air is toxic, the
water is poisonous
and the longer

President Xi Jinping’s whack-a-mole
anti-corruption campaign bashes on,
the more irredeemably corrupt
everything looks.
A far more pressing political

dilemma, though, is whether men
should be permitted to front
television advertisements for women’s
sanitary products and lingerie. Should
sleekly coiffed cosmopolitan sylphs,
by the same token, be allowed to
endorse bulldozers or recoil-free
pneumatic hammers they cannot
operate? China’s corporate future
could hinge on the answer.
China’s state news agency reported

this week that a revised draft of the
country’s advertising law had reached
the uppermost level of the
government for consideration. The
laudable intent is to eliminate false
advertising from a promotional
environment where the public is
remorselessly assaulted with
extravagant and demonstrably bogus
claims. Within the draft were new
guidelines reflecting the
disproportionate commercial power
of celebrities: the beautiful, the sporty
and the famous, under the new law,
will be obliged to try the products
they are advertising, or risk fines.
China’s ever-vigilant netizens were

quick to spot the ambiguities in this.
How much throat-rasping sorghum
liquor, for example, does a
supermodel have to neck, before she
can roll a tongue across her lips and
publicly declare the grog “silky
delicious”. A sip? A bottle? A 48-hour
bender’s worth?
However, behind the hilarity is

another deadly serious signal from
Beijing about the way it wants
companies to behave in future, how it
wants their relationship with
stakeholders to look and how it plans
to carve out the position of
corporations in society. This was a
lunge — however crudely framed —
for a bit of corporate honesty, and the
political impulses behind that should
not be underestimated.
Regulation in China is not new, but

we may be living through the early
days of regulatory China. The new
advertising law is about preventing
companies being con artists; other
initiatives will try to stop them also

being murderers, extortionists and
lobbyists.
China’s Communist leadership has

recognised, after a couple of decades
of pseudo-market-led development,
that it now has an immense and
immensely powerful corporate sector
on its hands. That sector is primed to
become even more potent if promised
reform resets some of the balance
between private and state-owned
industries. The crucial thing, from
Beijing’s point of view, is that the
evolution of corporate power and
corporate culture in China be
carefully controlled, and that neither
should come close to threatening the
party.
With this in mind, and with

Chinese corporate norms in their
infancy, Beijing’s leaders are scanning
the globe to identify the different
ways in which companies interact
with their various governments. It is
hard to imagine that they like much
of what they see.
Russia’s corporate sector, for

example, provides Beijing with a
circus freak show of behaviour to be
avoided at all costs. For all the recent
cosying up to Vladimir Putin, China’s
attitude towards its formerly
Communist neighbour is one of

underlying revulsion: it takes a dim
view of what flowed politically from
Glasnost, and an even dimmer view of
the robber baron-omics that ensued.
China accepts that the pace of its

economic growth and the success so
visibly accrued by outstanding
companies such as Dalian Wanda and
Alibaba is creating waves of
million and billionaires. Pockets of
generational wealth are being created:
the sort of “new money” that is on
course to become the “old money” of
China in the 2030s. Fabulous wealth
is one thing, oligarchs and fiefdoms
are another. President Xi has offered
no hints that he will allow the
Russian-flavoured latter to flourish.
Japan, equally, offers Beijing a

convenient template of how not to do
things. For all of its first world sparkle
and the globalised triumphs of its
greatest companies, Japan has a
pervasive and corrosive corruption
problem. Its companies, which have
mastered the art of concealing their
nature behind a facade of cleanliness
and cartoon mascots, are adept
manipulators of political power.
Some of that spilled, unusually, into

the open last month when a
91-year-old former vice-president of
the Kansai Electric Power Company

described a 20-year campaign of huge,
direct cash payments to a succession
of Japanese prime ministers. China,
with a finely tuned nose for these
dangers, is better equipped than most
to identify how Japanese corruption
has become so embedded and the
authority it ultimately drains from the
hands of government.
Yet China’s greatest concern is

almost certainly with America and
the way in which staggering corporate
power is exercised both on consumers
and on the political process in
Washington. Senior Chinese officials
are as concerned not just with the
way in which the US’s huge food
companies have convinced their own
public to gorge so destructively on
sugar and fat, but how they have
induced the regulators to let them get
on with that convincing. Wave after
wave of Chinese students are
returning from the US with expensive
business school educations in
precisely how the mechanics of all
that work, and brimming with ideas
about how they might be applied to
the Chinese public and, perhaps, to
Beijing.
China’s latest move against

dishonest commercials may have
been muddled in the wording, but the
gleam of implication could not be
clearer: the manipulation of the
Chinese public will remain, for now, a
state monopoly.

A ll that said, the Chinese
consumerist susceptibility to
brand power will continue to

provide companies with grounds for
optimism. The vast paved area that
surrounds the nominally blue-
collared Workers’ Stadium in central
Beijing has, for some years, been
co-opted for the ostentation of the
super-rich. Friday and Saturday
nights have traditionally turned the
asphalt into a braying paddock of
$200,000 supercars, their owners and
the molls who drape both of them.
But a newly laid running track

around the stadium has unleashed an
occupying army of the middle classes
— an 800m circuit on which to
parade, swagger and flaunt the
trappings of modest white-collar
success. A few run in gleaming Nike
and adidas kit but
mostly the track
hosts a slow, flirty
revolution of Zara,
H&M and Gap.

‘‘

’’

China’s assault on corruption is a
way of limiting corporate power
Leo Lewis is the Beijing bureau chief of The Times

New advertising laws will reset the balance between Beijing and corporations

NG HAN GUAN / AP
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Harry Wilson

Cyberattacks on
US banks may be
linked to Russia
Investigators from the FBI are looking
into serious cyberattackson JPMorgan
Chase andother bigAmerican banks in
which hackers stole sensitive informa-
tion from the Wall Street firms.
The attacks are believed to be linked

to Russia and have raised questions

about possible state involvement
because of the sophistication of the
hacking techniques involved. Several
gigabytesof datawere said tohavebeen
stolen, according to unnamed sources
cited byBloomberg,which said that the
theft took place a couple of weeks ago
and could have hit several banks.
A spokesman for JPMorgan said:

“Companies of our size unfortunately
experience cyberattacks nearly every
day.We havemultiple layers of defence
to counteract any threats andconstant-
ly monitor fraud levels.”
Initial inquiries have linked the

attack to Russia because the hack took
place soon after the imposition of
sanctions on the country over its esca-
lating conflict with Ukraine.
Richard Horne, cyber security part-

ner at PwC, said that hacks on big com-
panies often increased during inter-
national standoffs between countries.
“Because of the difficulty in proving
who is behind cyberattacks, they are an
attractive option for nation states at
times of international tension,” he said.
Steve Holt, the head of UK financial

services cyber riskatEY, said that in the
light of the revelation about the Amer-
ican attacks, all banks “should be on
high alert”.
He added: “The UK and US regula-

tors and banks have been working
together on cyber protection for a
numberof years sobanks in theUKwill
no doubt be taking this threat very
seriously. Recent events in the US

underline that they can’t stop investing
in their cyber defences.”
In the case of JP Morgan, it is not

clearwhat, if any, impact the attackhad
on its systems.
According to PwC’s latest informa-

tion security survey, global data
breaches of financial services compa-
nies trebled last year to 4,628 with the
average cost of the attacks rising from
£65,000 to £115,000.
British authorities have run a series

of war games simulating an attack on
the country’s financial infrastructure
with Operation Waking Shark and,
most recently, Operation Waking
Shark II. In June, the Bank of England
launched a programme to provide a
continuous picture of the state of readi-
ness of cyber defences.
The programme is becoming as

significant to banks as capital stress
tests and is crucial to theUK’s planning
against increasingly sophisticated
cyberattacks. Most hacks are never
acknowledged by the banks, though
Royal Bank of Scotland admitted last
year that its online services had been
hurt by a denial of service attack.

Running an insurance
company is far more
straightforward than

managing a bank, according to
Gary Hoffman, who has been in
charge of the provider of car and
household cover since November
2012 (Miles Costello writes).
He should know. Before he

moved into the world of
underwriting, Mr Hoffman ran
Barclaycard and presided over
Northern Rock after its
nationalisation during the
banking crisis. More recently, he

was chief executive of NBNK
Investments, the listed cash shell
that mounted an audacious but
unsuccessful effort to buy more
than 630 Lloyds branches.
That Hastings is a privately

owned business operating away
from public scrutiny also helps
matters, Mr Hoffman said
yesterday, although he admitted
that this might change in time.
Last year it had a £140 million

cash injection from the private
equity unit of Goldman Sachs in
exchange for a 50 per cent stake,
and Mr Hoffman said that a
listing in several years would
provide the most likely exit.
Business is progressing well, he

added. Customer numbers, at
1.6 million, are up by 27 per cent
on the second quarter last year,
and Mr Hoffman is more than on
track to hit his target of three
million by 2020.

CITY PEOPLE
The feuds, the faces and the farcical
Deirdre Hipwell@DeirdreHipwell

Business big shot

name gary
hoffman
age 53
position chief
executive,
hastings
insurance

sometimes it’s the best policy
to leave well enough alone
Jamie Dimon, below, the chief
executive of JP Morgan, was the
victim yesterday of a parody
Twitter account created in his
name, in which he was made to
look, well, like a bit of a twit with
tweets such as: “We are excited to
announce that our CEO James
Dimon has joined Twitter.” The
account quickly racked up 8,500
followers. The last time the
American bank tried to “engage”
its customers, in a conversation
with Jimmy Lee, the vice-
chairman (#AskJPM ), questions
included: “I have mortgage fraud,
market manipulation, credit card
abuse, Libor rigging and predatory
lending AMIDIVERSIFIED?”

german japes
To the Victoria and Albert
Museum, where Ronny
Gottschlich, the chief
executive of Lidl, outlined
the German discounter’s
ambitious plans to grow
and “be more British”. He
noted the UK’s growing
“Lidl class” and made
a few veiled digs
at his company’s
rivals. Over a
three-course

meal — all Lidl fare at £9.96 a
head — he said: “We came here
and tried to do things in our
German way, which was to drop
leaflets in post boxes saying ‘You
must read this and you must come
and try our shops’, but we have to
be a bit more British about things
and show ourselves more.”

all in the interests of science
Bang Dang Nguyen, of the
University of Cambridge, claims
that he and a colleague have
empirical evidence proving that
42 per cent of the chief executives
of companies listed on the main
American stock exchanges are
overpaid. They cheerily state: “The
unfortunate (and unwitting)
contributors to this study were 149
executives who died unexpectedly
between 1991 and 2008.”

the deluge
Returning from holiday next
week? Research from
LondonOffices.com
indicates that the average
British worker will come

back to more than 800
emails, nearly three
hours of missed
phones calls and
six nuggets of
office gossip.

Cyberattacks on financial institutions
are becoming ever more sophisticated
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Europe to miss target as wind power surge blows over
Europe will miss its legally binding
renewable energy target for 2020
because of a slowdown in the construc-
tionofwind farmsandaslump inpower
prices, the International Energy
Agency has warned.
The rising cost of renewables, espe-

cially theUK’soffshorewind farms, and
cuts in subsidies are expected to slow
the dramatic growth in green energy.
The IEA, which represents the big-

gest energy consuming countries in the
West, downgraded last year’s forecasts
for the amount of renewables that will
be installed over the rest of the decade.
The move comes when the issue of

rising energy bills, particularly in the
UK, is to the fore.Many consumers and
politicians blame green taxes, which
are funded from consumers, for driving
up household bills. Offshore wind
farms, for example, are paid three times
the market rate for electricity.
In 2009, the European Union signed

up to a legally binding target to source
20percentof its energyused forelectri-
city, heat and transport fromrenewable
sources. Each member state was given
an individual target and faces fines for
missing it. Tony Blair signed theUKup
to the most ambitious target in the EU.
Even though the UK sourced only

1.3per cent of its energy from renew-
ables in 2005 — Malta and Luxem-
bourg sourced less — the UK is com-

mitted to a 15 per cent target for 2020.
Because it is more difficult to power
heat and transport from renewables,
the power sector needs to source about

a thirdof its electricity fromrenewables
to hit the overall target.
Peter Atherton, an analyst at Libe-

rum Capital, has forecast that the UK

will fall just short of its 2020 target, but
doubts that the European Commission
would levy fines for missing a self-
imposedgoal. “The target is aEuropean

aberration. No one else in the world is
doing anything like it,” he said.
In order to meet the overall EU

target, about 35 per cent of electricity
needs tobegenerated fromrenewables.
In2012, renewablegenerationaccount-
ed for 24 per cent of electricity genera-
tion, up from 15 per cent in 2005.
However, the IEAsaid that the rateof

growthwould slowas 2020approached
because it is less attractive tobuildwind
farms, biomass plants and solar farms
as subsidies are cut and power prices
slump. It added that by 2020, the EU
would source about 30 per cent of its
electricity from renewables, but the
estimate was “very preliminary”.
The shortfall is about the equivalent

of three times the power generated by
the UK’s wind farms, solar farms and
hydro schemes last year.
The IEA singled out a slowdown in

the construction of offshore wind
farms, most of which are meant to be
built in theUK. “Policy framework un-
certainties, supply chain bottlenecks
and persistently high project costs have
allweigheduponoffshorewinddeploy-
ment,” it said.
Energy companies such as SSE and

npower recently pulled out of large
wind farm schemes after the govern-
ment cut renewable subsidies. Mr
Atherton said: “What was meant to get
theUK to the target was offshore wind.
That big build-up is not really happen-
ing.”

Tim Webb

The conflict in Iraq is taking its toll on
a Kurdistan-focused oil explorer. It has
not been paid since June and could
delay a new project because Canadian
contractors have pulled out of the area.
Gulf Keystone is owed $35million by

the Kurdistan regional government,
which governs the semi-autonomous
region of Iraq. The payment relates to
almost two million barrels of crude
exports, representing most of Gulf’s
production this year.
The London-listed company said

that the Kurds were short of funds, in
part because they needed to arm the
peshmerga, the soldiers fighting to
stem the advance of Islamic State
insurgents.
John Gerstenlauer, the chief execu-

tive, said: “There are a lot of claims on
the Kurds’ money. They need arms for
the peshmerga, a lot for infrastructure,
and Baghdad keeps screwing around
with their budgets. We just need to get
paid and then we do not have a prob-
lem.”
Plans to double production from its

giant Shaikan field to 40,000 barrels
per day this year could also be de-
layed until next year. Canadian
contractors working on the
project left this month in re-
sponse to the fighting and have
yet to return, despite companies
including Chevron and Exxon
Mobil starting to restore their
presence in the region.

Shares in Gulf Keystone fell 6per
cent to 77¾p after it reported worse
than expected first-half losses of
$30million, swollen in part by the
Kurds’ non-payment. The company
warned that unless theKurds agreed to
make regular payments, “amaterial un-
certainty exists over the group’s ability
to continue as a going concern”.
Mark Henderson, an analyst at
Westhouse, said: “These results
appear somewhat disappointing,
notwithstanding the challenges of
operating in Kurdistan. We believe
that the market may question Gulf
Keystone’s ability to fully fund its

appraisal and development
obligations in the coming
12 to 18months, given the
delays in booking
revenues.”

Afren suspends officials
amid payments inquiry

Afren has suspended two associate
directors in a fresh blow for the oil
exploration company, which is reeling
from an investigation into its chief ex-
ecutive and chief operating officer.
Afren, an energy group with signifi-

cant operations off the coast ofNigeria,
said in July that Osman Shahenshah,
the chief executive, and Shahid Ullah,
the chief operating officer, had been
temporarily suspended.
It said that an independent review of

transactions byWilkie Farr &Gallagh-
er, a law firm, had identified evidenceof
“unauthorised payments potentially
for the benefit of the chief executive

and chief operating officer”. Afren said
yesterday that Iain Wright and Galib
Viranihadbeensuspended temporarily
after they admitted receiving money
linked to the same payments.
Thecompanysaid that the independ-

ent reviewwas continuing and that “no
conclusive findings have yet been
reached”. It reiterated that the investi-
gation had not found any evidence that
any directors, other than Mr Shahen-
shah and Mr Ullah, were involved.
Shares in the FTSE 250 company

tumbled nearly 10per cent to 99½p.
Mr Virani, according to the com-

pany’s website, has played a key role in
buying assets for the group. MrWright
is a certified petroleum geologist.

Josephine Moulds

Tim Webb

Building wind farms will be less attractive as subsidies are cut and power prices slump, the International Energy Agency says

PAUL MCGEE / GETTY IMAGES

John Gerstenlauer: “We
just need to be paid”

Iraqi conflict threatens Gulf future
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since the start of the year. Pre-tax
profits were down 28 per cent in the
first half, as expected, to £16.1million,
and margins fell below 50 per cent.
The dividend is raised by 0.5p to 3p,
easily covered by earnings.
Xaar offers investors a difficult

choice. A multiple of 13 times
earnings looks cheap, but the market
will remain nervous. Only those with
an appetite for risk and a long term
perspective.

replacement is yet in place, though
the company insists that the process
is well advanced. Its 75 per cent
market share has attracted Japanese
competitors and hit pricing.
Attempts to find new applications

for its technology, such as printing
on to PETbottles, are taking time to
come through, not until 2016 now.
This means a couple of lean years.
The new negative, from the

halfway figures, is that as the
Chinese economy is slowing down,
so revenues will undershoot market
estimates of £140million this year by
about £20million. Analysts were
cutting their earnings estimates by
about 12 per cent.The shares fell
121pp to 439p, having already halved

Xaar is a decently run company
with good products and a
strong market position that

has been overhyped by the market. It
then hit a series of negatives, most of
them either predictable or well
signalled.
Xaar makes digital printers

adopted by makers of ceramic tiles. It
had an exceptionally good 2013, on
the back of the boom in Chinese
construction. This year and next
were never going to be as good.
Ian Dinwoodie, the long-serving

chief executive, leaves next year. No

companies news

PRICES

Deutsche fined £4.7m
The Financial Conduct Authority
has fined Deutsche Bank
£4.7million after a coding error in
the German bank’s systems
meant that millions of its trades
were incorrectly marked as
purchases or sales. The FCA said
that the bank had no excuse for
failing to identify trades correctly,
because it had warned the
German group about its systems.
An inquiry by the regulator found
that 29.4million equity derivative
trades between late 2007 and
April 2013 had been affected.

Ophir reduces board
Ophir Energy, an Africa-focused
oil explorer that listed in London
in 2011, has reduced its executive
directors from three to two. Lisa
Mitchell is resigning as chief
financial officer and Dennis
McShane as director of strategy.
Bill Higgs is joining as chief
operating officer from
Mediterranean Oil and Gas. He
will be on the board with only
Nick Cooper, the chief executive.
Its shares fell 2¾p to 227p.

Telefónica ups GVT bid
Telefónica, the Spanish owner of
O2, appears to have seen off
Telecom Italia in a fight for GVT,
the Brazilian telecoms company
owned by Vivendi. Telecom Italia
had offered a combination of
cash and shares that valued GVT
at €7billion (£5.5billion)
yesterday, but the Spanish
company raised its bid from
€6.7billion to €7.45billion, and
upped the cash element of its
cash and shares offer.

Ofgem forecasts fall
Energy companies’ forecast profit
margins from selling electricity
and gas to households over the
next year fell from £106 to £102
last month, according to Ofgem.
The regulator said that their
margins had been eroded by a
rise in the wholesale cost of
energy and the cost of delivering
it. The energy industry has in the
past attacked the monthly figures
as “flawed” and questioned the
methodology behind them.

Read these stories
in full online
thetimes.co.uk/
business

MartinWaller Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Winning
streak is
likely to
continue

B
ookies generally win,
bookies sometimes lose,
but the businesses that
provide them with the
software and technology

should be the beneficiaries either
way.
Playtech, which gets its income

from providing software and
services, produced a strong halfway
performance. The stand-out was its
casino division, where revenues were
up by 29 per cent, driven by
customer wins across various
territories.
Sports was even better, but

its 35per cent rise was
assisted by a strong one-off
boost from the World Cup
and this level of increase is
unsustainable.
Bingo and poker were less

strong, as these are highly
competitive areas across the
gaming industry. All this left
earnings ahead by 28per cent at
€97.6million.
The market was more encouraged

by a promise that the full-year
results would exceed market
expectations, and the shares added

49p to 712p.
Trading is strong into the
second half, even into the
traditionally quiet summer,
and the Ladbrokes venture,
which kicked off in late
April, is performing well.
As ever with Playtech, the

main question in the market
is over what it will do with its

cash pile.There has been pressure
from shareholders to return some of
this to them, and the company duly
handed out a £100million special

payment in March.But it
ended the half with cash of
€366 million.
A few new contract wins

have been announced —
including two yesterday with
an unnamed Italian media
company and Caliente of Mexico
which will require some investment
— plus £10million to go into a small
UKoperator.
This rate of corporate activity is

not going to make much of a dent on
that cash pile. Playtech says it wants
to increase ordinary dividends, and
the halfway payment is up 14 per
cent to 8.9 cents.
The board hopes that

opportunities will arrive later this
year as regulation spreads across
world markets. This could mean that
incumbent operators lack the
financial firepower to handle the
resulting expansion and will need
well-funded partners or buyers.
The shares sell on 19 times

earnings.Not cheap, and probably
only a hold.

All to play for
Playtech share price
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Soco International is in an odd
place in the oil and gas sector.
As a FTSE 250 exploration

company working in places such as
Vietnam and the Republic of Congo
(Brazzaville), it should be focusing on
building value by developing those
assets and finding others.
It is, however, pledged to providing

investors with a decent income, and
a dividend yield that compares
favourably with the big players in the
sector, BP andRoyal Dutch Shell,
funded by the income from one field

off Vietnam. The company last
year pledged to pay out
50per cent of the previous
year’s free cashflow, with a
40p payment.
Its first half figures,

largely as expected
otherwise, include a 22p

payment, which would be
60per cent of free cashflow. The

company is slightly ramping up
capital spending this year, which
would presumably constrain next
year’s payment, but analysts expect
20p maximum, which would offer a
yield near to 5 per cent at yesterday’s
share price, off 8¾p at 426p.
Production at that Vietnam field is

constrained but will rise in 2016,
adding to that cashflow. For investors
who want the excitement of
exploration and income too, Soco
offers a useful compromise.

€366m
Cash balance at
end of half year

follow me
on twitter
for updates
@MartinWaller10

MY ADVICEHold
WHY Company is growing
fast, there is enormous
potential from regulation of
gaming markets, but shares
are highly rated already

DCC is one of those companies
whose market size, £3billion,
belies its low profile. This is

partly because it is a fairly recent
migrant from the Dublin market; it
may reflect that bland corporate
name. But as a distributor of
various products, it is highly
acquisitive and has spent €1.1billion
over a decade on its energy side. It
has announced the biggest deal yet,
the €106million purchase of Esso’s
unmanned petrol station network
in France.This complements
existing operations in Sweden, after
an earlier deal.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICEStrong hold
WHYCombination of income
and exploration uplift

MY ADVICEHigh-risk buy
WHYShares more than halved;
market jitters remain, though

playtech

Revenue €214.m Dividend €8.9cts

soco international

Production ave 13,960 boepd

xaar

Revenue £60.4m Dividend 3.0p

Major indices
New York
Dow Jones 17079.57 (-42.44)
Nasdaq Composite 4557.70 (-11.93)
S&P 500 1996.74 (-3.38)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15459.86 (-74.96)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 24741.00 (-177.75)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 412.14 (-1.05)

Sydney
AO 5621.30 (-27.60)

Frankfurt
DAX 9462.56 (-107.15)

Singapore
Straits 3330.22 (-11.24)

Brussels
BEL20 3196.56 (-13.51)

Paris
CAC-40 4366.04 (-29.22)

Zurich
SMI Index 8622.23 (-47.57)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3164.44 (-30.01)

London
FTSE 100 6805.80 (-24.86)
FTSE 250 15910.86 (-113.78)
FTSE 350 3699.37 (-15.48)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2773.32 (-18.08)
FTSE All-Shares 3634.23 (-14.99)
FTSE Non Financials 4261.48 (-15.97)
techMARK 100 3342.42 (-1.01)
Bargains 982303
US$ 1.6585 (+0.0015)
Euro 1.2578 (+0.0018)
£:SDR 1.09 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 87.7 (+0.2)
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 127.80 Jul (2005 = 100)
RPI 256.00 Jul (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.50 Jul (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 903.62 (+1.23)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4504.75 (+2.38)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 100.80 -0.15
Brent 25 day (Jan) 102.20 -0.25
Brent 25 day (Feb) 102.95 -0.40
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 94.55 +0.65
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 93.85 +0.50

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 967.00 969.00 +18.00
Gasoil EEC 870.00 872.00 +1.00
3.5 Fuel Oil 554.00 556.00 +0.00
Naphtha 870.00 872.00 -1.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Sep 864.50-864.25 Dec 872.50-872.00
Oct 867.75-867.50 Jan BID
Nov 870.75-870.50 Volume: 244609

Brent (9.00pm)
Oct 102.54-102.53 Jan 104.31-103.78
Nov 103.22-103.18 Feb 105.05-104.00

Dec 103.66-103.65 Volume: 745641

LIFFE

Cocoa

Sep 2076-2075 Dec 1956 BID
Dec 2035-2034 Mar 1950-1940
Mar 1999-1996 May unq
May 1987-1985
Jul 1978-1971
Sep 1960 BID Volume: 18287

RobustaCoffee

Sep 2037-2031 May 2175-1959
Nov 2039-2037 Jul 2175-1955
Jan 2049-2036
Mar 2100-1955 Volume: 29657

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters May 472.20-469.70
Aug 481.80-476.60

Oct 426.30-425.70 Oct 517.00-486.90
Dec 443.70-441.50 Dec 522.00-485.00
Mar 460.70-458.80 Volume: 10241

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Nov 121.75 Jan 124.00 Mar 127.50
May 129.35 Jul 132.35 Volume: 949

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 114.32 114.78 113.58 114.42 74765 80683
Dec 14 113.42 113.92 113.36 113.56 193762 388893

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.430 99.430 99.420 99.430 12445 301836
Dec 14 99.300 99.300 99.280 99.290 46607 505563
Mar 15 99.110 99.130 99.090 99.110 37768 421622
Jun 15 98.920 98.940 98.910 98.920 36370 343403
Sep 15 98.720 98.750 98.710 98.730 33353 301212

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.845 99.845 99.835 99.840 55536 474225
Dec 14 99.855 99.860 99.850 99.855 40545 458457
Mar 15 99.870 99.880 99.860 99.870 40772 392348
Jun 15 99.870 99.880 99.860 99.865 54452 318400
Sep 15 99.865 99.870 99.850 99.850 25551 330324

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 99.990 100.00 99.990 99.990 4879 46780
Dec 14 100.05 100.08 100.04 100.06 14407 55673
Mar 15 100.08 100.10 100.07 100.09 10308 51768
Jun 15 100.08 100.11 100.08 100.09 7146 35357

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.44 111.44 111.43 111.43 144 23674
Dec 14 111.43

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 127.20 127.24 127.14 127.15 458 9995
Dec 14 127.15

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 146.97 147.22 146.97 147.18 42 3560
Dec 14 147.18

FTSE100 Sep 14 6823.5 6827.0 6794.0 6804.5 82709 583674
Dec 14 6792.0 6796.0 6771.0 6777.0 460 15346

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4163.5 350
Dec 14
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A400-year-old
grade-I listed
building, which

has been used as a
police training college
for decades, is to be
turned into homes.
Bramshill House in

Hampshire, which is
occupied by the
College of Policing
and includes a grade-
II listed park, is being
sold by the Home
Office to City and
Country, the property
developer. The
building was bought
by the department in

1952 and developed
into a national police
training college.
The sale price will

become public when
the deal is completed
but it was reported
that the property was

up for sale for more
than £20 million.
A Home Office

spokesman said that
the closure would
save £5million a year.
The college will move
by March next year.

Police get
marching
orders

CHRIS WARE / GETTY IMAGES

Tesco’s trolley wobbles as
its own broker flinches
Gary ParkinsonMarket report

F
rom bad to worse for Tesco,
the supermarket whose
shares have given up more
than a quarter of their value
this year. It is caught in a

pincer movement between Lidl and
Aldi, the German discounters, at one
end of the market and Waitrose at the
other, and its own broker is telling
clients that its shares are not worth
buying.
Deutsche Bank, broker to the

struggling chain alongside Barclays,
downgraded its rating a day after
fresh evidence indicated that Tesco
was bleeding sales and market share.
On Wednesday, just over a month

after Philip Clarke was dismissed for
presiding over a disastrous decline in
performance and two profit warnings
in as many years, figures from Kantar

Worldpanel showed that sales
had dropped by 4 per cent in
the 12 weeks to August 17.
True, the shares look cheap,
Niamh McSherry, a
Deutsche analyst, said.
However, she still cut her
target price for them from 313p
to 280p to reflect uncertainty
about potential changes by the
incoming chief executive, Dave Lewis,
a former Unilever executive, and their
implications for Tesco.
Brokers do not downgrade paying

clients often. When they do, the
market usually listens. Tesco shares
dipped a further 3p to 246¼p. Last
September it parted company with
two advisers who raised questions
about its turnaround when they cut
their forecasts. After a review of its
corporate brokers, Tesco decided
against retaining JPMorgan Cazenove
and Nomura. Instead, Barclays joined
the incumbent Deutsche as joint
corporate broker.
At the same time, Ms McSherry

upgraded Wm Morrison, a
Tesco rival. It too has been
clobbered by the
discounters, its shares
retreating an eye-watering
38 per cent in less than a
year. However, a halving of

the dividend is already priced
in, the analyst said, adding that

competition should not get stiffer in
the next few months, meaning that
Morrisons should confirm its annual
profit targets. The shares responded
by rising 2½p to 187p.
Meanwhile, Ocado, the online

grocery delivery company that likes
to be thought of as a technology
share, was clobbered by 64¼p to
339¼p after analysis from Redburn, a
highly regarded independent research
house, questioning how unique that
technology really is.
European stock markets gave

ground amid heightened tension in
Ukraine. In London, the FTSE 100
drifted from its highest close in nearly
two months on Wednesday, fluttering

24.86 points lower to 6,805.80 in light
trading. Mining shares were under
pressure after iron ore prices fell in
China, a voracious consumer of
metals. Rio Tinto fell 126½p to £32.09.
Xaar expects reduced revenue of

between £115 million and £125 million
this year, enough to send the inkjet
printing company 121p lower to 439p.
Perform, a sports rights business, was
chased 3½p higher to 213½p in
advance of interim results today.
Though unchanged at 0.58p, there

was interest in Ceramic Fuel Cells on
AIM. Those who follow this one the
closest like the management team, led
by Robert Kennett, the former
PowerGen executive, and Alasdair
Locke, the chairman and founder of
Abbot Group. Ceramic develops,
builds and markets fuel cell
generators that convert natural gas
into electricity and heat. Bulls are
confident of sales growth, are happy
with its cash position and believe that
a game-changing joint venture could
be on the cards.

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Plethora keen to raise the bar
healthcare

Friskier private
investors could
barely contain

themselves as they
talked up Plethora
Solutions.
The AIM biotech

minnow, which has
developed a treatment
for premature
ejaculation, was
rumoured to be
putting the finishing
touches to a
fundraising of
£15 million or more —
more than third of its
market value.
A couple of funds

that specialise in
backing this sector
were believed to be
contributing heavily,
and Plethora’s
management was also

stumping up a couple
of million.
The placing was

understood to be
conditional on a
licensing agreement
being signed to sell
PSD502 in Europe,
where 25 million men
suffer from the

condition. Speculators
expect the agreement
to be announced
alongside the
fundraising soon. If
everything goes
swimmingly, then
Plethora stands to
receive as much as
€45 million over the
course of the
agreement.
Jim Mellon, the

fund manager and
entrepreneur, is
Plethora’s chairman
and 14.2 per cent
shareholder. Regent
Pacific, an investment
group that he founded
and of which he is
chairman, holds a
further 14.8 per cent of
Plethora’s shares, up
2.4 per cent at 10¾p.

Jim Mellon, well-known
entrepreneur, is the
chairman of Plethora

Wall Street report
Worsening tensions in Ukraine and
weak results from retailers such as
Williams-Sonoma and Abercrombie
& Fitch sent stocks lower for the
first time this week. The Dow Jones
industrial average fell 42.44 points,
or 0.3 percent, to 17,079.57.

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0694-1.0695
Canada 1.0854-1.0855
Denmark 5.6564-5.6574
Euro 0.7590-0.7591
Hong Kong 7.7496-7.7505
Japan 103.77-103.79
Malaysia 3.1546-3.1611
Norway 6.1842-6.1871
Singapore 1.2490-1.2493
Sweden 6.9730-6.9758
Switzerland 0.9151-0.9154

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.928-13.931
Australia dollar 1.7721-1.7730
Bahrain dinar 0.6213-0.6288
Brazil real 3.7248-3.7414
Euro 1.2579-1.2582
Hong Kong dollar 12.844-12.845
India rupee 100.17-100.37
Indonesia rupiah 19106-19685
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4705-0.4730
Malaysia ringgit 5.1190-5.3202
New Zealand dollar 1.9790-1.9805
Singapore dollar 2.0697-2.0708
S Africa rand 17.625-17.653
U A E dirham 6.0859-6.0921

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.15 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.32; 3 mth 0.40. Sell: 1 mth 0.31; 3 mth 0.32

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.5028 0.5243 0.5615 0.7031 1.0509

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.79-0.64 1.13-0.98

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.79-0.64 1.13-0.98

Eurodollar Deps 0.16-0.26 0.23-0.33 0.29-0.39 0.41-0.51 0.67-0.77

Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.07 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.36

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.3224-9.3860 9.3743-9.3748 39ds 134ds
Euro 1.2598-1.2554 1.2582-1.2578 3pr 11pr
Montreal 1.7960-1.8029 1.7987-1.7997 8pr 24pr
New York 1.6568-1.6611 1.6572-1.6575 4ds 13ds
Oslo 10.234-10.266 10.250-10.252 84pr 259pr
Stockholm 11.325-11.580 11.555-11.560 19ds 70ds
Tokyo 171.66-172.27 171.99-172.00 8ds 25ds
Zurich 1.5146-1.5186 1.5167-1.5173 8ds 28ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.940 1.690
Canada $ 1.970 1.710
Denmark Kr 10.080 8.840
Egypt 13.080 10.400
Euro ¤ 1.370 1.200
Hong Kong $ 13.810 12.150
Hungary 432.890 356.150
Indonesia 22301.900 17789.300
Israel Shk 6.500 5.550
Japan Yen 186.480 161.500
New Zealand $ 2.220 1.880
Norway Kr 11.150 9.640
Poland 5.830 4.780
Russia 64.680 53.860
S Africa Rd 19.600 16.600
Sweden Kr 12.310 10.950
Switzerland Fr 1.670 1.440
Turkey Lira 3.870 0.000
USA $ 1.810 1.590

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 126.73 164.81 187.11
(+/-) +1.41 +3.37 +6.18

Eng/Wales 126.73 164.44 186.58
(+/-) +1.41 +2.91 +6.35

Scotland unq 167.23 197.64
(+/-) +6.39 -3.55

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
7032.0-7033.0 7000.0-7001.0 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2254.0-2254.5 2252.0-2253.0 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2359.0-2359.5 2359.0-2360.0 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
21795.0-21800.0 21800.0-21805.0 21795.0-21845.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2107.5-2108.0 2088.0-2089.0 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
18640.0-18650.0 18750.0-18755.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.70 1.05

Euro

-0.02 0.03 0.13 0.32

Bullion: Open $1283.00
Close $1289.70-1290.22 High $1296.17
Low $1282.90
AM $1288.00 PM $1292.00
Krugerrand $1276.00-1354.00
(£769.83-816.89)
Platinum $1432.00 (£863.95)
Silver $19.58 (£11.81)
Palladium $902.00 (£544.19)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication

The police training college includes a listed park
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If I had been less honest
I’d have had more chances
If he’d kept quiet about being gay, Rufus Wainwright would be more successful, the singer tells
Sathnam Sanghera, but with a husband and a child with Leonard Cohen’s daughter, life is sweet

R
ufus Wainwright is
sitting in a dressing
room at the Royal
Festival Hall, preparing
to go on stage to sing
Don’t Cry for Me
Argentina with the
BBC Concert

Orchestra at “a celebration of the
songwriting of Tim Rice”. With a
sound check in progress, various
harried presenters and performers
including Rob Brydon and Michael
Grade can be seen striding up and
down the corridors outside. A fellow
performer is warming up next door by
playing the piano very loudly and
badly. And several PRs and handlers
are hovering around to make sure our
brief conversation doesn’t go on a
second longer than necessary.
It’s not, frankly, the most tranquil

setting for a conversation. But the
Canadian-American singer-songwriter
turns out to be a relaxed interviewee
who is a master of the efficient one-
liner (“What advice would I give to my
younger self? Work on your abs”). He
positively enjoys talking to groups,
playing up to his audience for shock
effect, remarking variously that the
fad for selfies means that fans’ mobile
phones should come with “deodorant
sticks”, that he is fortunate not to have
a huge gay following because “gay
men have terrible taste in music” and
that he is grateful to have recently
fathered a daughter rather than a son
because he would “hate to be
attracted” to a son.
What? You can’t say that. I’m not

even sure you can think it. “I don’t
think it would happen,” he laughs in
response, explaining that it’s just that
“when I’m old and he is 35 and
gorgeous . . . Well, he would probably
look like me. And I’d be like, ‘Oh my
God! I’m falling in love with myself!’ ”
Everyone in the room laughs along.

Some of us more nervously than
others. Though if the 41-year-old
singer-songwriter and composer who
has recorded seven albums of original
music can afford to be more risqué
than your average pop star, it might
be, as The Sun put it rather brusquely
recently, because he has a “reputation
as pop’s biggest star who has never had
a hit single”. It’s a subject on which the
son of folk singers Kate McGarrigle
and Loudon Wainwright III is
characteristically open, saying that
while France is “waking up to me after
a severe battering” and while the UK
has “probably” his “most solid and
loyal and largest audience”, America
has been a struggle.
“They constantly want the new

thing right away. The United States of
Amnesia, as Gore Vidal would say.”
His accent drifts between Canada and
America, as does his sense of identity,
with the one-time Montrealer saying

that while he sees himself as
American, “when political winds shift
I can easily head north”. Does he think
that being gay has held back his career
in the US? “Totally. If I had been
somewhat more strategic and less
honest and gone with an asexual or
bisexual persona, I think I would have
been given a lot more opportunity and
attention. But that said I feel that my
public, who have been with me a while
now, are loyal and have been grateful
and appreciative of my honesty.”
Of course, the other aspect that has

probably hampered his success is that
which makes him the most intriguing:
his deliberate and challenging blurring
of pop and classical boundaries.
Having studied piano at McGill
University in Montreal, Wainwright
got into opera as a teenager and its
influence can be detected in some of
his most famous songs, including
Barcelona, which includes lyrics from
Giuseppe Verdi’s Macbeth; the
Shakespeare sonnets he has set to
music; the ballet he has composed;
Prima Donna, the opera he composed
and premiered at the Manchester
International Festival in 2009; and
Hadrian, his opera that premiered at
the Canadian Opera Company in 2018.
Indeed, the peg for our meeting

is typically boundary-busting
— Wainwright’s forthcoming
performance of his most famous songs
at this year’s BBC Proms in the Park in
Hyde Park, preceded by his own Late
Night Prom at the Royal Albert
Hall on September 11.
Does he think his pop fans

keep up with his
experimentation? “Well, the
classical work that I do is very
much an offshoot of my
songs and popular work.
I don’t want to alienate
anyone, but I guess I
alienate certain purists
who can’t hear a
melody anymore.”
Given a choice

between having a
critically acclaimed
opera or global smash
pop hit, what would he
choose? “I try to write
more pop stuff now than I
did when I was younger.
I’ve become really
interested in what makes a
pop song tick, but I have to
say the opera only
because I could grow
really fat and grow a
beard and nobody
would care and I
wouldn’t be hounded,
crucified
and paparazzied
to death by the
pop machine.”
He laughs like a
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Yeah, sure, I’ll sing at
your party. I’ll sing at

drain and as the room
joins in I suggest that he
would actually be very
good at being very famous.

“Well, I am somewhat
famous!” he hoots in
response. He continues: “I
think one of the reasons
that I am not considered
megafamous is that I don’t
really do that thing that
the very famous do, of
shunning attention. I have
always been one
to say, ‘Hey, take as many
pictures as you want.

Rufus Wainwright,
above, and left, with
his husband, Jörn
Weisbrodt, artistic
director of Canada’s
Luminato Festival.
Right: flanked by sister
Martha Wainwright
and half-sister Lucy
Wainwright Roche
with their father
Loudon Wainwright III
and Lucy’s mother
Suzzy Roche

can’t resist asking how his father and
Leonard Cohen compare as
grandfathers. “They are very different.
My dad almost becomes a child with
children. He regresses. Leonard is
always Leonard. What you see is
what you get. He is very wise and
imposing and he is like that with
his kids too. It’s funny.”
Wainwright has covered several of

Cohen’s songs during his career, most
famously Hallelujah, but his version of
Chelsea Hotel No 2 is especially worth
hunting down. Though he has recently
had the experience of being covered
himself, with George Michael singing
Going to a Town on a live album and
telling a story while on tour about
phoning Wainwright while stoned
only to pass out mid-conversation
(“So I’ve no idea how it ended and
I’ve been too embarrassed to ever call
him back to find out”).
“That was an entertaining evening,”

recalls Wainwright. “He apologised.”
Alluding to his own problems with
drugs and alcohol, he adds: “I’ve been
down that road as well. I know exactly
what is going on and how it can be
exhilarating and harrowing at the
same time.”
A question about whether he

attends AA or NA provides the only

moment of reticence during our
conversation, with Wainwright saying,
“I don’t really talk about that stuff.”
But he immediately returns to his
relaxed self, dismissing the
significance of performing at Hyde
Park, where he was sexually assaulted
after picking up a man in a bar at the
age of just 14 (“I played a concert in
the park years ago, commented on it
from the stage and felt that at that
point I exorcised it”) and talking about
the problems his parents had
accepting his sexuality, describing
their reaction as “horrific”
but “understandable”.
“I can’t blame them. I was very

young, it was [the] late Eighties and
Aids was everywhere.” Has he forgiven
them? “They have never really asked
for forgiveness. I think there is still
some stuff there. At some point I
would like to retouch on that
subject with my dad. Just a little bit.
I think he would be up for that.”
At this point yet another person

enters the dressing room, a man
who turns out to be his tour
manager, and it is clear Wainwright
has to leave for a sound check. As a
parting question I ask if turning 40
was a big deal. “You know, I actually
believe that it is a big deal. I am very
close to my family and there are
people getting old now. There is this
recurring situation where once every
few months one of them will fall and
break a bone.
“But it is also the greatest period

of one’s life. If you are in good health
and successful in one’s career and
satisfied in your love life, this is the
main act.”
Rufus Wainwright performs at a
Late Night Prom at the Royal Albert
Hall, London, on September 11 and at
Proms in the Park, Hyde Park,
London, on September 13

ROGER ERICKSON; LICKERISH

being born into it. Wainwright was just
6 when he began playing the piano
and started touring at the age of 13
with “the McGarrigle Sisters and
Family”, a folk outfit featuring his
sister Martha, his late mother Kate
and his aunt Anna. Indeed, another of
the charming and distinctive things
about his music is that it celebrates
family life — with songs such as
Martha and Dinner at Eight addressing
episodes with his parents and sibling.
Although now he has a family of his

own, having recently married the
German Jörn Weisbrodt, who has just
been appointed artistic director of
Toronto’s annual Luminato Festival,
and becoming father to Viva, with
childhood mate Lorca Cohen,
daughter of legendary singer-
songwriter Leonard Cohen.

joins
wo

What advice
would I give to
my younger self?
Work on your abs

Has being a father changed his
life? “It is definitely changing my
schedule,” he jokes. “My daughter lives
with her mother in LA. I think with
children especially the more time you
spend with them the better. Actually
I’m skyping with her in 15 minutes.”
He raises an eyebrow for the benefit

of his small audience. “See, I’m a great
father.” We move on to the subject
of his mother — McGarrigle died of
cancer in 2010 — whom Wainwright
touchingly describes as “always the
most talented person in the room”. I

the after-party too. And at breakfast.’ ”
This ease with life on the stage

doubtless has something to do with
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T
he obvious comparisons for
this Danish crime picture
queue up patiently for a
name check — The Girl With
the Dragon Tattoo; The

Killing; sundry other damp, dour
Scandi-noir police procedurals. But
while The Keeper of Lost Causes
certainly delivers the required amount
of rain per frame, it’s too generic and
too trashy to hold its own in a line-up
of the best recent Danish thrillers.
Nikolaj Lie Kaas stars as the

disgraced detective Carl, a sour-faced
mope with the personal charm of a sea
urchin. He’s demoted to the holding
area for all the cold cases that need to
be closed. But rather than shuffle
paperwork, the maverick Carl seizes
upon the case of a missing female
politician and starts to unravel a
tangle of far-fetched leads. Not
original enough to be memorable or
smart enough to be satisfying, this is
watchable pulp but nothing more.
You have the right to remain

thoroughly unimpressed by Let’s Be
Cops, a half-hearted, dull-witted
comedy about a pair of low-achieving
buddies who dress as LAPD officers
for a costume party and get carried
away by the hero status the uniform
bestows on them. Jake Johnson and
Damon Wayans cruise through a
series of loosely strung-together set
pieces, which see them graduate from
posturing with guns to actual police
work. The characters are inconsistent;
the plot points are predictable; the
romantic subplot is tokenistic and
unconvincing. And the jokes are
delivered with the subtlety of a Taser.
Lara Croft meets The Descent by

way of The Da Vinci Code in As
Above, So Below. This frantically
paced subterranean spook-fest follows

Jesse Eisenberg is a study in glowering
paranoia in this story of activists on
a bombing mission, says Wendy Ide

I
s there a better young actor
working in Hollywood right
now than Jesse Eisenberg? In
Kelly Reichardt’s fifth film as a
director, a slow-burning account
of the build-up and aftermath of
an attack on a dam by a group of
environmentalists, Eisenberg is

a study in glowering paranoia.
It’s the antithesis of the extravagant,

nervy articulacy for which he is best

Night Moves
15, 112min
{{{((

known. Here, Eisenberg is buttoned-
up and watchful; the rapid blink of his
darting eyes is the main clue to his
discomfort. In the absence of the more
conventional markers of a thriller —
ominous score, jumpy editing — the
building tension is all orchestrated by
the twitching muscles of Eisenberg’s
neck and jaw.
He plays Josh, one of a trio of

environmental activists who believe
that the way to get the public thinking
about the issues that they champion
is through a big, bold statement,
something that people can’t edit from
their awareness. Along with Dena (a

Jesse Eisenberg,
Dakota Fanning and
Peter Sarsgaard in
Night Moves

Light the fuse,
stand well back

strong performance from Dakota
Fanning), a rich kid dropout who
has taken to using her trust fund to
bankroll her environmental agenda,
and Harmon (Peter Sarsgaard,
charismatically shady), a former
Marine with a gung-ho attitude to
activism, Josh is embarking on his
biggest action to date. They plan to
blow up a hydroelectric dam that has
caused untold environmental damage.
Reichardt, in my book one of the

most consistently intriguing and
surprising directors in the US, takes a
characteristically skewed view of the
story. She is less interested in the
motives that lead up to the bombing
than in the prickly group dynamic, the
mechanics of the attack and the
justification and doubt that eats away
at the three in the messy aftermath.
She gets under the skin of her

The Keeper
of Lost Causes
15, 97min
{{(((

Let’s Be Cops
15, 105min
{((((

As Above,
So Below
15, 90min
{{(((

The Grand
Seduction
12A, 113min
{{(((

The Internet’s
Own Boy:
The Story of
Aaron Swartz
12A, 105min
{{{{(

characters but doesn’t try to
manipulate our sympathies.
One of her strengths as a director

is that she understands that, when
used well, silence is many times more
eloquent than pages of dialogue. The
attack itself is virtually wordless; the
camera stalks their panicked actions
in this high-stakes assault. It’s a
brilliantly directed sequence. The film,
however, is not entirely successful.
The pacing is a little off; the story
takes a while to get going and there
are several redundant scenes early on.
Reichardt, though, uses the striking

backdrop of rural Oregon effectively
— there’s a hint of menace in the
banal beauty. And although the boldly
ambiguous ending might not please
everyone, it feels appropriate given the
question mark Reichardt leaves
dangling over her central character.

archaeology totty Scarlett Marlowe
(Perdita Weeks) in her quest for the
Philosopher’s Stone. This takes her
and her band of disposable fellow
spelunkers deep into the catacombs
beneath Paris. There they discover,
among other things, a piano, a naked
choir of devil worshippers, a working
telephone and a portal to hell —
which explains a lot about Parisian
drains. Hand-held cameras jerk and
weave, creating an effect that is emetic
rather than exciting.
Another dreadful mashing: blend

Doc Hollywood with Local Hero then
remove most of the charm from both
and you have The Grand Seduction.
This geographically elastic tale of a
small town in search of a doctor
delivers the kind of undemanding,
twinkly comedy that works best for an
audience in the early stages of
dementia. The great Brendan Gleeson
is wasted in the role of the new mayor
of a harbour community that turns out
to be in Canada. Taylor Kitsch is the
hotshot young doctor whom the locals
try to trick into staying on. Twee
eccentricity abounds.
A documentary about an internet

pioneer who took his own life at just
26, The Internet’s Own Boy: The
Story of Aaron Swartz verges at times
on a hagiography. But this bias is
ultimately forgiveable — it’s in the
service of a fascinating glimpse into a
closed world. Swartz was a
programming prodigy who at 13 was
working alongside adults on various
projects. He then became politically
active as a freedom of information
hacktivist. The film dissects a pivotal
moment in history: the clash between
the old world and a new technological
frontier that it barely comprehended.
Wendy Ide
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A reality check for the rom-com
This comedy about
a comic’s unwanted
pregnancy feels
true and moving,
says Kate Muir

Obvious Child
15, 85min
{{{{(

I
n Obvious Child, stand-up
comedian Jenny Slate plays
stand-up comedian Donna Stern,
a Brooklyn hipster who puts
absolutely no filters between
her most intimate, embarrassing
thoughts and her shtick on stage.
Thus in the film’s squirmingly

funny opening sequence she talks
about her messy underpants, her
Jewishness — “You just looked at
my face and thought you were at
the bagel store in the synagogue”
— and her boyfriend, a “human
male” with whom she has a “banged-
out relationship”.
The boyfriend is in the crowd and

his face is a picture. Minutes later he’s
dumped her in the graffitied toilets
of the club and revealed that he’s
sleeping with her second-best friend.
But that’s not all: Donna loses her job
at the splendidly titled Unoppressive
Non-Imperialist Bargain Books then
discovers she’s pregnant. The movie is
set up and ready to roll and it rolls
unpredictably, lurching far from the
Hollywood norm-com.
Sharply written and directed by

first-timer Gillian Robespierre,
Obvious Child contains the DNA of
comedies such as Lena Dunham’s
Girls and a whiff of old-style Woody
Allen self-deprecation and it won
plaudits at Sundance. For Donna is a
bold creature on stage, but full of
twentysomething insecurities off
stage, unless she’s had a drink or six.
The film relishes that scatty

immaturity — the wine straight from
a jam jar, the increasingly abusive and

tearful answering-machine messages
as it all goes belly-up, the drunk one-
night stand (spoiler coming).
“I remember, like, seeing a condom

but I don’t know exactly what it did,”
Donna confesses to her rock-solid,
sympathetic best friend, played by
Gaby Hoffmann. The pregnancy-test
countdown is a classic scene and
Donna is clearly not yet ready for
motherhood, so an abortion is on the
cards. Here, Robespierre avoids the
“will she, won’t she?” argument for a
more likely scenario: whom will
Donna trust to tell about her decision?
The perpetrator of the one-night-

stand is Max, a business-school
graduate played by Jake Lacy in a
constant state of amused irony at
Donna’s loudmouthed appallingness.
He is as straitlaced as they come and
in the Brooklyn-Williamsburg milieu

smorgasbord of pop-eyed terror,
lunatics, murderers and possessed
somnambulists in its eerie shadows.
Like bolstering Slumdog Millionaire

with the most famous bits of Jerry
Maguire then ramming the results
into our tear ducts,Million Dollar
Arm really shouldn’t work. It’s the
real-life tale of a cynical, self-centered
sports agent called JB Bernstein (Mad
Men’s Jon Hamm) who somehow
finds his soul during a madcap
attempt to transform two honest
scamps from rural India into Major
League baseball players.
It’s produced by Disney and is

very much family-friendly, to an
occasionally cloying degree. Yet
Hamm’s rock-solid central presence
plus a plethora of A-1 supporting
players including Alan Arkin, Lake
Bell and Life of Pi’s Suraj Sharma keep
the entire thing pulsing along towards
a climax that dares us not to gag with
genuine emotion.
Kate Muir and Kevin Maher

different planets (Manhattan and
Brooklyn, obviously) and as the
crisis grows the film gently observes
their shifting relationship. Mrs Stern
is keen on blouses, high heels and
grooming, something her daughter
discusses in awe in her stage act, but
Donna spends much of the New York
winter in a quite horrendous collection
of holiday jumpers that would do
Bridget Jones proud. “Single girl,
single girl/ Always dressed so fine,”
sniggers the soundtrack.
Robespierre is less comfortable with

the camera than with the dialogue and
the movie was shot in only 18 days, so
it relies heavily on apartment and club
interiors. Yet the comedy manages to
be moving and truthful, handling the
abortion question with sensitivity.
Obvious Child is a small film about
a big issue, honestly tackled.

sticks out like a starched preppy shirt.
Donna’s failed attempts to talk to
Max about her situation become
increasingly tense and hilarious as
he remains kindly and unaware,
resulting in a moment in a little Italian
restaurant when he actually warms
a foil-wrapped pat of butter for her
in his hands so it spreads better. At
one point Max tries on Donna’s
mother’s large orange Crocs and his
eyes roll back in his head in pleasure:
“I imagine this is what it’s like to
shoot heroin.”
Polly Draper plays Donna’s mother,

Nancy Stern, a business-school
professor utterly frustrated by her
daughter’s inability to grow up. Nancy
is all spreadsheets and efficiency while
Donna is mismatched bedsheets and
calamity. Her great ambition is to
have “a thread count”. They are from

Jenny Slate stars as
the filter-free stand-up
comedian Donna Stern

TimesFilmShow
— our critics on
the latest releases
tablet editions and
thetimes.co.uk/film

drama, the path of true cross-musical
love is destroyed in a car crash, as
Mia’s family end up in hospital with
her in a coma. Will she stay or will she
go? Will true love work its magic,
Snow White-style?
The film jumps back and forth from

the early days of first love, rather
sweetly done, to the hospital, where
a ghostlike Mia floats around in a
pinky-peach cardie, willing herself to
live. Teenage Kleenex-fanciers will
luxuriate in the heartstring-pinging;
the genre is inexplicably popular,
although Shailene Woodley was
sharper in the similar The Fault in Our
Stars. In the end however, charming as
Moretz is, I found myself groaning:
please, just switch her off.
Mystery Road is a detective story

that unspools with languid menace
on the widescreen of the Australian
Outback as a teenage Aboriginal
girl is discovered with her throat
slit in a culvert beneath the highway
near a truckstop.

The local chumpy, white policemen
don’t want to waste much time or
energy on the case, but Aboriginal
detective Jay Swan (Aaron Pedersen,
pictured left) has returned to his
hometown with different views
and is more sympathetic to the
poverty-stricken native community.
Wild dogs and wild men populate
this modern western noir, written,
directed and filmed by the talented
Ivan Sen, who also composed the
music. It’s a slow but satisfying
build to the final shoot-out, as the
story thrums through a flyblown,
druggy world via the From Dusk till
Dawn motel.
Freed from the scratches and

jump-cuts found on many old prints
of silent films, this splendid digital
restoration of the 1920s classic
The Cabinet of Dr Caligari deserves
a fresh viewing. The mother lode
of the horror genre, this German
Expressionist movie is directed
by Robert Wiene and presents a

If I Stay
12A, 107min
{{(((

Mystery Road
15, 121min
{{{{(

The Cabinet
of Dr Caligari
U, 66min
{{{{{

Million
Dollar Arm
PG, 124min
{{{((

I
f I Stay is a teenage drama so
soppy it needs to be wrung out.
The adaptation of Gayle Forman’s
bestselling young-adult novel
stars the always watchable

Chloë Grace Moretz as Mia, a classical
cellist who falls in love with Adam, an
older indie rocker at school, played by
Jamie Blackley with Converse, floppy
hair and leather jackets. For extra
quirkiness, Mia’s parents are former
rockers themselves and cannot

understand how they
produced a prim

classical prodigy.
But early on in
this maudlin
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Maroon 5
V
Interscope
{{(((

The Kooks
Listen
Virgin
{{{{(

The Pierces
Creation
Polydor
{{{((

European composers who found
refuge in California. The highlight is
Korngold’s Violin Concerto,
luxuriously rendered with the Royal
Stockholm Philharmonic and
conductor Alexander Shelley. Later
items from Cinema Paradiso and such
blur the focus, but the best pieces
movingly convey the émigré emotions
once listed by the composer Erich
Zeisl: “Longing, nostalgia, loneliness,
and strife.”

cliff. But there’s much solid gold
elsewhere. You can hear DiDonato
singing most of the programme live at
the Barbican on September 25.
Several voices pop up in

Daniel Hope’s Hollywood album
Escape to Paradise (Deutsche
Grammophon, {{{(() — there’s
Sting (indistinct) and Max Raabe
(dull). But the real singing comes from
Hope’s violin, soaring through an
agreeable selection from the works of

F
ull marks for this
album’s cover picture.
The mezzo-soprano
Joyce DiDonato seems
to wear nothing but
white stitching. More
alarmingly, she seems to
have borrowed Justin

Bieber’s hair. Not his voice, though:
this luscious collection of Italian bel
canto opera arias presents the
incandescent DiDonato on top form,
the creamy tones whipped into
kaleidoscopic threads of melody.
We start with the aria Ove t’aggiri

from Giovanni Pacini’s Stella di Napoli
of 1845. The booklet doesn’t say
why Stella is being dragged to her
execution, but with singing like this
why worry about plots? The magic
continues in a sliver of Bellini’s early
opera Adelson e Salvini — the mood
sorrowful, the vocal tricks so neatly
folded in that, as Morecambe said
about Wise’s toupée, “you can’t
see the join”. So it goes on through
much esoteric but vivid material,
delivered with the panache expected
from someone who sailed through
the first night of Covent Garden’s
Barber of Seville in 2009 on a broken
leg and a crutch.
DiDonato’s gorgeously fluid voice is

this album’s special joy. Riccardo
Minasi and the Orchestra of the
Opéra National de Lyon bring their
own pleasures with flute, harp and
clarinet solos beautifully enhancing
diaphanous textures. The selection’s
only weakness is the choice of the last
track, the finale to Pacini’s Saffo—
musically rather pallid, even though
the heroine is preparing to jump off a

Maroon 5 serve up
bland hits to order,
but the Pierce
sisters provide
more satisfying
sustenance, says
Will Hodgkinson

N
obody wants to
make a mediocre
album. You do
wonder, though, if
there are musicians
who knowingly stick
to a mediocre
formula because it

sells shed-loads of records, thereby
allowing them to live in nice houses
and not have to mooch off friends for
the rest of their lives. Maroon 5 are an
LA band, led by the clean-cut Adam
Levine, who have refused to let a
palpable lack of character or
originality get in the way of success.
And after huge hits with Moves Like
Jagger and Payphone, they’re not
about to change things with V.
The band’s fifth album begins with

Maps, already a hit single, which
encapsulates the Maroon 5 method
perfectly. There’s a treated falsetto

Joyce DiDonato
Stella di Napoli
Erato
{{{{{

Joyce DiDonato is on top form
on this romp through Pacini and
other esoteric but vivid opera
bel canto, says Geoff Brown

Listen to
a selection
of classical,
rock and jazz
playlists curated
by Times critics
thetimes.co.uk/listen

Hear this Naples
— it’s to die for

Mezzo-soprano Joyce DiDonato: the voice of an angel, the hair of Justin Bieber

PARI DUKOVIC

From
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vocal from Levine that’s tinged with
the white reggae mannerisms Sting
used to such effect with the Police, a
touch of funk, some lyrics about
heartbreak, a sunny hook and just
enough of a beat for the dance floor.
You may well start singing along to
Maps, and hate yourself for it.
Maps is an effective pop song, a

perfect slice of emptiness, but it’s
downhill from there as Maroon 5 give
up all pretence of integrity and throw
themselves towards pure commercial
horror. A stiff whisky is recommended
to help you get through the sound of
Levine howling like a wolf on Animals.
Sugar revives the late Michael Jackson
— and you’ll wish they had left him
alone. Leaving California is the song
Fleetwood Mac never wrote, thank
God. As for Shoot Love, some things
are best not discussed at all.
Amid this are a couple of really good

songs, which shows that Maroon 5 —
and they’re virtuoso musicians — are
capable of doing something interesting
when they want to. Sex and Candy is a
warm and syrupy soul number about
being on your own and spotting
someone you find extremely
attractive. Unkiss Me has an unusual
verse construction of chiming,
descending notes and distorted fuzz.
There’s self-expression on V, but only
in flashes.
Perhaps the real explanation for

Maroon 5’s anodyne sound is that
they work with the people who know
how to make today’s hits. Benny
Blanco has written for Rihanna
and Katy Perry, Max Martin
for Taylor Swift and
Ariana Grande, and
Ryan Tedder for
Adele and Beyoncé,
and they have all
been hired to keep
the Maroon 5
wagon rolling. The
result is an album
that slots in with
contemporary pop
easily enough, but
features nothing to be
inspired or moved by.

Heart, and nobody bought their
records anymore. Junk of the Heart
wasn’t a bad album, but the wheels of
fate turned against the Brigthton band
and there was nothing they could do.
Now, emboldened by having nothing
to lose, they have thrown everything
into Listen, from confessional balladry
to African funk. It’s worked, although
whether they can claw back their
former popularity waits to be seen.
Singer Luke Pritchard has a lot to

prove, if only to atone for once writing
a song called Jackie Big Tits, but the
heartfelt, exposing See Me Now

deserves to be heard. It’s a piano-led
message to Pritchard’s father who died
when he was three, and it’s hard not to
be moved by the hopeless, pleading
tone of the words or affected by the
swell of harmonies. It Was London
heads towards the jagged rock of the
Clash, and Sweet Emotion has that
blend of cool funk and soulful mood
Bill Withers did so well. Sometimes,
like on the gospel-tinged Forgive And
Forget, the Kooks are piling on too
much and burying the tune as a result,
but this is an intriguing, unusual set,
the work of a band who, having been
cast out of the fold, have set off on
their own journey.
You could be forgiven for thinking

that Creation by the Pierces would be
a psychedelic epic rather than a well-
crafted piece of adult pop rock, given
the story of its, for want of a better
word, creation. Allison and Catherine
Pierce, home-schooled sisters of hippie
parents from Alabama, travelled to the
Peruvian rainforest to take ayahuasca,
a hallucinogenic brew guaranteed to
make you penetrate the inner core of
your consciousness. It is also
guaranteed to make you throw up.
The plant had such an impact on the
sisters that they decided, on getting
back to their homes in LA, to use their
experiences as the starting point for a
new album.
Ayahuasca didn’t make the Pierces

expand their musical horizons, but it
did turn them towards a lyrical style
characterised by emotional honesty
and California-style self-help
empowerment. I Can Feel has the
charm of Stevie Nicks at her slightly
blue best, the title track takes a
broad-strokes view of life itself before
concluding that it doesn’t get much
better than falling in love, The One I
Want captures the bruised feeling that
follows an argument andMonsters
transposes a childhood fear of the
unknown into a perfect romantic love
song. Creation is hardly revolutionary,
but it’s so appealing, with its Abba-like
vocal moments and melancholic
sensibilities, that it’s a mini triumph
nonetheless.

The Kooks’ new album
has a strong hint of the
word “please” after its
title Listen, because
this Brighton band
have fallen off a cliff
in recent years.
After building up a
following as a
singalong indie act
beloved of teenagers

and students,
something went terribly

wrong around the release
of their 2011 album Junk of the

Catherine and Allison
Pierce. Left: Adam
Levine of Maroon 5

ALEXANDRA VALENTI

sell-out pop to soul-baring rock
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Prom 55
Seoul Philarmonic/Chung
Albert Hall
{{{((

I
n sound it blends the accordion
and mouth organ. It is constructed
from pipes, towering upwards like
a little Manhattan. It’s carefully
held, like a flagon of wine. I am

describing the sheng, one of the oldest
Chinese instruments and the one
purely Asian ingredient in the Seoul
Philharmonic’s Prom debut.
Without this foreign creature,

brilliantly played by Wu Wei in an ear-
tickling concerto by the Berlin-based
South Korean Unsuk Chin, this
concert would have resembled the
touring programme of any orchestra.
Debussy’s La Mer? Tchaikovsky’s
Pathétique Symphony? Music as
familiar as the clothes we wear; well,
the clothes I wear at any rate.
The title of Unsuk Chin’s Su stems

from Shu, the name of the ancient
Egyptian god of air. And the sense of
breathing was ever present as the
sheng chugged through tone clusters
and slid around pitches in a work
delicately poised between East and
West. Sometimes the instrument’s
sonic soaring resembled Stockhausen’s
early electronic music; elsewhere the
composer’s studies with Ligeti poked
through in atmospheric cloud textures,
delicately sustained by the conductor
Myung-Whun Chung. Pity about the
melody shortage, but the gap was
filled by the encore piece, Wu Wei’s
high-speed, virtuosic Dragon Dance,
topped off with a vocal shout.
No such exotic theatre appeared in

La Mer. At first this had little appeal:
the pace was slow, the weight heavy.
By the middle movement, the waves
were glinting; by the third, winds
buffeted almost too much. The
Pathétique, though, revealed the
orchestra at its best. Death stalked
from the bassoon’s opening black
crawl. And Chung’s deliberate
approach, light on neuroses, delivered
the goods: urgency, gravity, the bitter-
sweet ache. Even a blast from the
sheng couldn’t have cheered us.
Geoff Brown

TomMorley (Fletcher Christian) and Siubhan Harrison (Mi Mitti)

An adults-only
Lord of the Flies
Dominic
Maxwell finds
this tale of a
messy colonial
incident a little
too untidy

Theatre
Pitcairn
Minerva,
Chichester
{{{((

R
ichard Bean writes engaged
and lively plays, but not
always tidy plays. Pitcairn,
the second of the
playwright’s three premieres

this year — after the phone-hacking
comedy Great Britain at the National
and before the West End musical
Made in Dagenham— is a case in
point. A diffuse but engagingly
ambitious account of how Fletcher
Christian and other mutineers from
the Bounty came to colonise the tiny
pacific island of Pitcairn in the 1790s, it
is a world away from the frolics of
Bean’s greatest hit, One Man, Two
Guvnors. He turns a real-life story into
a study of a nascent society turning
bad, an adults-only Lord of the Flies.
At first Max Stafford-Clark’s

production, acted out on a rocky set
that looks as if Captain Kirk and crew
might beam down at any minute, can’t
conceal the strain of marshalling its
large cast of 15. As we meet the British
sailors, their Tahitian lovers and
followers, the first half is more like
artfully dramatised research than fully
focused drama.
It gets more intimate and nastier,

though. Having tattooed performers in
scanty costumes speaking in pidgin
English to their colonial masters at
first appears regressive. Then Bean
plays with that preconception, so that
we hear Tahitians speaking
articulately in English accents when
supposedly talking in their own
tongue. “Sex,” Cassie Layton’s beaming
Mata tells us, “is a great way of
making friends.” Sexual freedom gets
corrupted into sexual subjugation,
repression breeds rebellion.
“I now know that the natural

condition of man is violence, lechery,
drunkenness, greed, suspicion and
hate,” says Tom Morley’s disillusioned
but tenacious Christian at the end,
after infighting, adultery, enmities that
turn to murders, rivalries that turn to
civil war. The mixing of conventions,
so that some Tahitians address us
directly while all the Brits stay stolidly
within the fourth wall, is too piecemeal
to come off entirely. And one of the
plot twists is identical to the
denouement of a Tintin adventure,
Prisoners of the Sun.
Pitcairn is served up without

sentiment, though, with a sense of
scope that ensures it is never less than
interesting. A fine cast, which includes
Ash Hunter as the mixed-race British
officer Ned Young, Siubhan Harrison
as Mi Mitti, the lusted-after Tahitian
queen and Eben Figueiredo as the
callow, luckless servant boy Hiti, helps
to ensure that a sprawling show is also
a stimulating one.
Box office: 01243 781312, to Sept 20.
Shakespeare’s Globe, London
SE1, Sept 22 to Oct 11, then
touring to Nov 22

Classical
Royal Concertgebouw
Orchestra/Jansons
Usher Hall, Edinburgh
{{{{{

E
xporting their Amsterdam
season-opener to Edinburgh
lock, stock and musically
smoking barrel, the Royal
Concertgebouw and their

departing chief conductor Mariss
Jansons gave a performance of
thrilling clarity to a packed Usher Hall.
Jansons’s supreme gift for musical

architecture has long served him well
in Shostakovich, from his days at the
Leningrad Philharmonic under
Evgeny Mravinsky. To Edinburgh
Jansons brought Shostakovich’s whip-
crack First Symphony, a double-dare
thrill of quick-witted musical allusions
and exploratory stylistic intent.
Jansons never overstates the

fruitfully clashing musical directions, a
tastefully judged dissection of youthful
exuberance and ideas, hard-edged but
grounded. The Concertgebouw were
impressive, although in their superbly
articulated clarity, the symphony was
occasionally a little cool.
While Shostakovich seemed to dive

headfirst into the musical toybox for
his First Symphony, Ravel was doing
much the same in France, his late
Piano Concerto in G Major a virtuosic
tour de force of jazz inflections and
skittering orchestral textures.
Jean-Yves Thibaudet was the soloist,

his bright keyboard pyrotechnics
impassioned rather than showy, his
Adagio pensive and lovely. There was
weight, too, and the sweeping strings,
sleazy horns and swirling harp of the
Concertgebouw under Jansons
matched every Thibaudet spark.
More Ravel thrills to end in the

Suite No 2 from Daphnis et Chloé,
the ballet completed with Diaghilev
in 1912, and surviving largely in the
composer’s two orchestral suites. The
second is a masterpiece of colour and
texture, opening with a evocation of
sunrise. Jansons unfolded Ravel’s
Dawn, the Concertgebouw revelling in
harmonies and orchestral dynamics.
Sarah Urwin Jones

Concert
Patrias
Playhouse, Edinburgh
{{(((

S
imple things can ruin a
potentially interesting show. It’s
commendable that, at the age
of 72, the guitarist Paco Peña is
still pushing the boundaries of

flamenco. In Patrias (Homeland) his
ten-strong company of guitarists,
dancers and singers offers a kind of
surreal montage of the Spanish Civil
War, heavily focused on the poetry
and murder of Federico García Lorca,
but also including the folk music that
Lorca collected, plus newsreels,
nationalist songs of the era and the
writings of other contemporary
Spanish poets, as well as the inevitable
evocation of Picasso’s Guernica.
It’s an ambitious format that might

have worked, but either Peña or Jude
Kelly, his artistic consultant, made a
couple of disastrous decisions. One
was to stretch what could have been
an explosive 40-minute show into a
two-hour evening padded with routine

flamenco turns. The other was to do
without surtitles. True, the programme
contained all the English translations,
but without a moment-by-moment
appreciation of the anguished texts the
evening seemed an interminable and
sometimes impenetrable succession of
wailing laments and foot-stamping.
That said, I was struck by the

intensity with which Peña ensemble
— particularly the singers José Ángel
Carmona and Gema Jiménez — put
over the material. In a programme
note that was more fascinating than
the show itself, Peña writes touchingly
about growing up in a Spain still
scarred, and scared, by the civil war
and its fascistic aftermath. Yet the
music that he and his singers so
powerfully delivered surely harks back
to more ancient threads in their
country’s dark history. Its modes and
ornaments, guttural delivery and raw
potency, all evoke Spain’s Arabic past.
How ironic that a show called Patrias
should turn out to be not a celebration
(or commemoration) of a single
country, but a reminder that cultural
styles and traditions have never been
confined within national borders.
Richard Morrison

Comedy
Steen
Raskopoulos
Soho Theatre, W1
{{{{(

W
ithin the first two
minutes of Steen
Raskopoulos: I’m
Wearing Two Suits
Because I Mean

Business, the one-man character comic
has already played a game with his
entire audience. This isn’t intimidating
audience interaction, though: it’s
crowd play that is warm, original and
invites the whole room right inside his
tales. It’s an engaging quality — and
not the only one that has earned
Raskopoulos a positive comparison
with Adam Riches, live comedy’s
current master of character
storytelling.
What’s really special about

Raskopoulos is his range. As the
young Australian performs, his
stories guide the audience from
outright joy to knockabout fun to the
despicably dark and back. At the
centre of the show is the overpumped
businessman Toby Zegamo, who will
ask audience members on to the stage
for a job interview and exquisitely
prove his maxim that “business never
stops”. There’s a Spanish soap opera
doctor, a hip-hop star, a young
schoolboy desperate for his dad’s

affirmation — all presented not as
clichés, but as subversions that
genuinely surprise.
As he builds each layer, Raskopoulos

has nuanced facial expressions that
show he can really act, and writing
that shows he can climb deep inside
emotions. And he draws on so many
tools — filling the room with music, or
hiding it in darkness; using a food
blender to wind up an audience
member or playing recordings that
plump up another dimension of a joke.
Raskopoulos can make a punchline
with the mere flick of a torch. He’s not
yet harnessing everything perfectly —
a running-race section falls a little flat
— but he’s using all his skills with
great promise and towards a uniquely
imagined climax.
Certainly, the show more than

earned its place as a nominee for Best
Newcomer in this year’s Foster’s
Edinburgh Comedy Awards. Watching
Raskopoulos feels not just like seeing a
growing comedy act, but like
witnessing a talent explosion that is
really going somewhere.
Alex Hardy
Box office: 020 7478 0100.
To tomorrow

DONALD COOPER

What’s on: our
critics’ picks of
the hottest shows
thetimes.co.uk/whatson
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Pakistani squash player
who became a hero
Hashim Khan
Page 50

Rudolf Nureyev leapt free from his
Russianminders todefect to theWest in
Paris in 1961, but by the time he arrived
in London early the following year he
was penniless and in urgent need of
financial advice. The first person the
great Russian dancer turned to was the
flamboyant British financier Charles
Gordon. Nureyev needed to make
moneyfromhis talentand international
fame — and he needed to do it fast.
Gordon, husband of the prima balle-

rina Nadia Nerina, had made his own
fortune, and was living the high life
between homes in London and Monte
Carlo. In the first months of 1962 Nur-
eyev had brought his lover, the Danish
dancerErikBruhn, to dinner, and,Gor-
don remembered: “Without any cere-
mony,Nureyev immediately said tome
in his halting English, ‘Charlik, Erik say
you helpme. I ampoorman; nomoney.
I want to make money. Tax free’. ”
Nureyev had in the weeks after his

defection insisted on being paid only in
cash for every performance, and a
friend, stumbling over an uneven
carpet in his flat, discoveredmounds of
money stuffed beneath. He also left
wads of notes with acquaintances,
demanding that they be kept safe.
Gordon introduced Nureyev to

Sandor Gorlinsky, Nerina’s agent, and
suggested the setting up of an offshore
investment company in Luxembourg
with the sole right to receive Nureyev’s
fees without deductions, to be “owned
by Rudolf”. “I told Sandor who to con-
tact inLuxembourg,”Gordonsaid, “and
hedidhis stuff toperfection.”Nureyev’s
fortune rose to more than $10 million.
However, Gordon’s career in finance

was to prove as mercurial as
Nureyev’s in ballet. A man of
great charm, Gordon made
friends in theCity, andwas cred-
ited with being a great innova-
tor. Among the businesses
Gordon backed were
National Car Parks, Carmen
hair curlers and
the emerging
Wimpy ham-
burger chain. He
was among the first to
see thepotential of pen-
sion funds as vehicles for
investment. More-
over, he was not

afraid to employ his impressive homes
andhiswife’s glamorousconnections to
impress clients.
Charles Gordon was born in 1927 in

Vilnius, Lithuania.His parents, Sholom
and Tania, emigrated to South Africa
and then to England. Charles excelled
at the Perse School, Cambridge, and
readEnglishand lawatChrist’sCollege,
Cambridge, from 1944.
Gordon and Nerina had met at the

Arts Theatre in Cambridge in the late
1940s. She had arrived on an acting
scholarship from her native South
Africa, then joined the Sadler’s Wells
Ballet.Thus far theonly stormhadbeen
when Gordon’s father cut him off from
the family fortune for marrying a non-
Jew in 1955. They were swiftly recon-
ciled, and Sholom would tell ballet
goers who gasped at Nerina’s brilliance
on stage: “That’s my daughter-in-law”.
Gordon’s business career soon began

to blossom. From the property pages of
the Investors’ Chronicle, which he
founded in 1958, Gordon joined the
magnate Jack Cotton as assistant and
financial consultant at the developer
City Centre Properties, and by the time
hemetNureyevwasemployedatHam-
bros, the merchant bank, overseeing
venture capital initiatives, including a
property financing vehicle in which he
had a personal stake.
From these beginnings he set up in

themid-1960s the companywithwhich
he is most associated, Spey Invest-
ments. All the while, he and Nerina
enjoyed a gilded existence, she starring
inLondonandNewYork in suchballets
as SwanLake andGiselle, and in the role
for which she would be best remem-

bered — Lise in Ashton’s La Fille
mal Gardée. They lived near
Berkeley Square, then at Thur-
loe Lodge, the house in South
Kensington later owned by
the entrepreneur Mark
Birley which recently sold
for £17million. InMonaco,
through a ballet acquaint-
ance linked to the princi-
pality’s royal family, they

had the use of an exclusive
apartment close to the palace.

It all began to go wrong in 1971,
two years after Nerina retired at
the age of 42. Spey was found to
be losing huge amounts of

Lives remembered

Lauren Bacall
John Miller writes:
The tributes to Lau-
ren Bacall (obitu-
ary,Aug 14) brought
back memories of
interviewing her at
a National Theatre
platform when her
second volume of

memoirs, entitled Now, was published
in England. I was thrilled when she
agreed to appear, but became a bit
apprehensive when the first three
people I told all had more or less the
same reaction: “MyGod, you’re brave!”
When I asked why, they said: “She’s
famous for eating interviewers for
breakfast”. Fortunately she hadwritten
very warmly about her friendship with

John Gielgud, so when we met back-
stage at the National I casually men-
tioned how I shared her admiration
after working closely with Sir John on
his memoirs, and that broke the ice.
As we entered the Lyttelton stage I

offered her my hand to guide her
through the darkness between the
wingsand the spotlit stage, andsheheld
it in a vice-like grip right down to our
chairs at the front. The moment she
appeared there were wolf whistles and
cheers of welcome, which relaxed her,
and she enchanted the audience with
tales of many Hollywood stars. So
much so that when I announced our
allocated timewas up Iwas booed. For-
tunately the quick-witted platforms
director, AngusMacKechnie , who was
looking after her little Papillon dog in
thewings, sweptonto the stagewithher

and said: “I think Sophie should take a
bow as well”, and we managed to exit
gracefully.

Candida Lycett Green
Katy Rayner writes:
At the age of 11 I was
interested in Archi-
bald Ormsby-Gore,
Sir John Betjeman’s
teddy bear (upon
whom Lord Sebas-
tian Flyte’s Aloysius
in Brideshead Revis-

ited is based), so I wrote to Candida Ly-
cett Green (obituary, Aug 21) who had
just published the first volume of her
father’s letters. By return of post I
received a delightful card explaining

that she did not have a recent photo-
graph of Archie but enclosed his auto-
graph, apologising that his handwriting
was rather shaky because he was so old
and that he was also signing on behalf
of his companion, Jumbo, who could
not write. What a lovely woman.

Jennifer Hyde writes: I was surprised
that in your extensive obituary of Can-
dida Lycett Green no mention was
made of her delightful Hadrian the
Hedgehog books for children. These
mildly anarchic stories were a pleasure
both for the grown-ups to read and for
children to enjoy, since themore outra-
geous references in them were always
over their heads without detracting in
any way from the imaginative tales. No
doubt in writing these she drew on her
own travel experiences in the east.

If you would like to add a personal view or
recollection to a published obituary, you

can send your contribution by post to Times
Obituaries, 1 London Bridge Street, London SE1
9GF, or by email to tributes@thetimes.co.uk

@

Gordon and his wife Nadia Nerina were glamorous figures in 1960s London, and
he provided financial advice for Nureyev, pictured left with Margot Fonteyn

Charles Gordon
British banker who organised Rudolf Nureyev’s finances after his defection but who later lost his own fortune and died in penury

moneyand, afteranarticle in theFinan-
cial Times alerted the world to its prob-
lems, Gordon was forced out of the
company.
He continued with property deals,

driven, some said, by the “Napoleonic
complex” of a man conscious of being
small in stature, and ever keen to prove
himself against others. But his wealth
dwindled, and he went bankrupt. The
couple left Britain for France, then
Monaco, but had to give up the royal
apartment for a less expensive one.
Gordon tried his hand at books, pub-

lishing, in 1984, The Two Tycoons, an
account of the business relationship
between Cotton and Charles Clore. He
followed it in 1993withTheCedar Story,
about the rescue in 1973 of a secondary
bank, Cedar Holdings, on which,
throughhis then interests, hehada seat
on the board.
With one more flash of luck or

brilliance, he made several millions
of pounds from a deal in 1998 in-

volving the Kuwait Investment Office
and the German bank Depfa, but
squandered it on a failed venture with
solar panels.
Friends and family helped the penni-

less couple, who moved again to Prov-
ence. When Nerina died, exhausted by
worry, in 2008Gordon arranged for the
planting, in a local church garden, of a
bush in her memory. He travelled to
London to attend the opening of an
exhibitionabouther in2013at theRoyal
OperaHouse, but soon after fell ill with
dementia. He died in a nursing home
from complications caused by bron-
chitis. He and Nerina had no children.
Friendswhoremembered thepeakof

his success in the 1960s recalled his
relentlessquest to innovate. “Therewas
no one to match him for ideas,” one
business contact said. “Many of these
were taken up later by others, but often
he was miles ahead.”

Charles Gordon, financier, was born on
May 19, 1927. He died on August 7, 2014,
aged 87

He provided lavish
entertainment for clients
in London and Monaco

Albert Reynolds
Christopher John-
ston writes: The
warm qualities of
Albert Reynolds
(obituary, Aug 22)
were demonstrated
when I approached
him on impulse
coming out of a

gaelic football match in Dublin with a
bold request to give a speech at a youth
event in Belfast. He put his arm around
me and, to my delight, agreed.

GJON MILI/TIME LIFE
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John Ellis Roberts
Mountaineer who led teams helping stranded climbers in Snowdonia and supervised the introduction of dogs to rescue teams

Mountains create their own custodi-
ans, individualswhorisk themselves for
the safetyof others or to ensure that the
areas around them remain attractive
for the thousands who visit for adven-
ture and recreation. John Ellis Roberts
fulfilled that role forSnowdon, themost
popular high point of Wales.
For 30 years he was head warden of

the Snowdonia National Park and for
40 years a leading organiser in the
area’s volunteer mountain rescue
service. His death in a climbing acci-
dent in the Llanberis valley, where he
led the rescue of hundreds of injured or
lost climbers andwalkers, was especial-
ly poignant. He fell from a buttress
abovea legendarycleft onDinasCrom-
lech, known as Cemetery Gates.
Roberts became the recognised voice

and expert on all questions connected
withSnowdonia as the regionbecamea
magnet for outdoor tourism. His com-
bined role as park warden and rescue
specialist proved increasingly useful.
Responsibility for dealing with gruell-
ing and often technically difficult
rescues was delegated to civilian teams

of active climbers by the police, as such
rescues demanded skills and training
beyond the average bobby.
Few people knew the area in such

detail as Roberts, and after working
with the neighbouring Ogwen Valley

mountain rescue team he moved to
Llanberis, where a mountain rescue
post was later established in Nant Peris
under his leadership. His conviction
that the rescue service should become
professionally trained and equipped
was supported by evidence on the hills
as the number of walkers in the region
grew each year. Rescuing an injured
climber fromacliff demands speed, risk
to the rescuers, skilled engineering of
ropes and a constant battlewith gravity
— over the years Roberts received six
commendations for bravery.
He devised clevermethods for rescu-

ing injured climbers and his inventive-
ness extended toways of rescuing crag-
fast sheep, a frequent problem in Snow-
donia. Theharness hedevised for this is
still known as the Roberts bag. He
recognised the value of training dogs
for search and rescue after watching a
search dog working in Scotland,
achieving in minutes what could have
taken laborious hours for a human
search team. The first rescue dog in
Snowdonia in 1966 was handed to
Roberts as a gift by Hamish MacInnes,

theScottishmountaineer.TheGerman
shepherd dog, named Bonn, quickly
proved her worth by finding alive a
woman lost in the winter hills above
Beddgelert. Roberts extended his
support for the use of dogs for search
and rescue by cheerfully appearing in a
television advert for dog food, perhaps
to the surprise of the park authority.
John Ellis Roberts grew up in Blaen-

au Ffestiniog in a community of
quarrymen, a life divided between hard
work and the chapel. It was a family
pattern he was determined to resist.
After education at the local grammar
school he became a junior draughts-
man at theTrawsfynyddnuclear power
station, which allowed him time to pur-
sue his passion for mountaineering.
A better job with the Welsh Water

Authority opened the prospect ofmore
distant hills. He became a competent
skier and professional guide on alpine
tours in France and Switzerland. In
Snowdonia he worked with volunteers
building, repairing and marking paths
across the mountains to lead occasion-
ally lost, ill-equipped or mist-bound

wanderers along the safest route. A
kindly-natured man, always willing to
share his immense knowledge of the
Snowdonia hills, Roberts won the
admiration of the neighbouring RAF
mountain rescue service based at
Valley on Anglesey. He is survived by
his partner, Tracey Evans. A first marr-
iage, to Bronwen, ended in divorce.
Roberts was appointed MBE and

retired from theNational Park Author-
ity in 1998after serving for32years.The
British Mountaineering Council said
Roberts had been for decades the back-
boneof theLlanberis team,hispractical
contribution and knowledge of the
mountains proving priceless on many
occasions. Moreover, he was always re-
spectful of the dangers and served the
team inmany roles. He was nominated
president and last yearmade an honor-
ary team member, 40 years after the
rescue centre opened at Nant Peris.

John Ellis Roberts, MBE, mountaineer
and mountain rescue expert, was born
on August 6, 1943. He died on July 17,
2014, aged 70

A polite, small, balding man who
became an indomitable athlete with a
racket in his hand, Hashim Khan won
seven British Open squash titles and
was the patriarch of a family dynasty
that dominated the sport for decades.
Khan overcame the disadvantages of

an impoverished background in a
remote part of what was then colonial
India toachieve international success in
an elitist sport at an age when most
players would be considering
retirement. In doing so he became a
national icon and an inspiration for
future generations of Pakistani squash
players, more than a few related to him.
Hashim Khan was born in the small

town of Nawakille, near Peshawar,
which at the time was part of India. His
father, Abdullah,was a steward at a club
built for officers guarding the Khyber
Pass. After his father died, the 11-year-
old Khan left school and worked as a
ball-boy to earn money for the family,
being paid a pittance for collecting
squash balls that had sailed out of the
outdoor courts.
When itwas toohot for the officers to

play, Khan found an empty court and

taught himself squash using a broken
racket and a damaged ball. One story
has it that some officers drunkenly
walked past the courts one evening and
saw the barefoot youngster hit back-
hand after backhand impeccably
despite pitch-dark conditions.
He progressed to become a coach at

the club but remained a virtual
unknown during his twenties. His big
break camewhenAbdul Bari, a visiting
professional from Bombay, turned up
looking for a game and the
thirtysomething Khan beat him even
after giving his opponent a 50-point
head start.
Bari spread theword aboutKhan and

hewas invited to take part in theAll-of-
India tournament in Bombay in 1944.
Hewon that competition three times in
a row, but was no longer eligible after
India won independence from Great
Britain in 1947, which led to the founda-

tion of Pakistan. Khan returned to the
Royal Air Force club. Four years later,
seeking to burnish the young nation’s
pride and international renown
through sporting success, the Pakistan
government selected him to represent
the country at the British Open in
London, which was then considered to
be the sport’s world championships.
Wearing shoes on court for the first

time, the 5ft 5in Khan was an underdog
in the final, where he faced an Egyptian
whohadwon the title in eachof thepast
four years, Mahmoud el Karim. Yet
Khan won easily, 9-5, 9-0, 9-0,
benefiting from the stamina that
he had built up during years of
playing for hours in the blaz-
ing sun. He went on to win
the next five British Opens.
He finished as runner-up
in 1957 but reclaimed the
crown the following year,
when he was in his mid-
forties. He also won
three United States
and three Canadian
Open titles.
Khan’s improba-

ble brilliance was
eulogised in aNew
Yorker article in
1973: “To an
American, he
looked nothing
at all like an ath-
lete, let alone a
super-athlete. A
round-headed, bald-
ish man with a high-
bridged nose and dark, serious
eyes, he was squat in build,” the writer
recalled.
“Particularly since he was barrel-

chested and had the suspicion of a pot-
belly, he seemed curiously top-heavy.
When he moved, though, the whole
picturechanged. Itwasnot thathewas
especially graceful or smooth but that
he was beautifully co-ordinated. His
strokes were sound, his reflexes were
quick, he was indecently fast afoot,
and no amount of exertion seemed
tobringabeadof sweat tohis brow.”
In one of his favourite training

exercises, Khan would stand a
racket upside down against the
front wall at the corner of the
court and hit the ball from long-

range into the tiny gap between the
racket’s handle and the edge of the side
wall.Hewasknownforhis idiosyncratic
command of English, in which his
sentences often missed out words. A
2009 documentary film about him
alluded to that trait in its title,whichwas
alsooneofhismantras:KeepEyeonBall.
Khan moved to the US in the 1960s

when he was offered a coaching posi-
tion in Detroit. He later settled in the
Denver suburb of Aurora, where he

diedof congestiveheart fail-
ure. His precise age is

uncertain: his rela-
tives told the AP
news agency

‘No amount of exertion
seemed to bring a bead
of sweat to his brow’
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American Open 12 times. The “Khan
Dynasty” has claimed 23 British Open
titles. Khan taught his younger brother,
Azam, to play squash. Hashim beat him
in three finals before Azam won four
consecutive Opens between 1959 and
1962. Hashim’s cousin, Roshan, and
nephew, Mohibullah, each won once
and a cousin’s son, Jahangir, took ten ti-
tles between 1982 and 1991. Jansher,
another Khan from Peshawar, though
no relation, dominated squash in the
Nineties.
“Barely threeyearsafterPakistan’s in-

dependence in1947,hebecameour first-
ever sporting hero in 1951 andwhatever
tribute we can pay will not match his
great contribution in inspiring a whole
generation,” Jahangir said.

Hashim Khan, squash player, is believed
to have been born in 1914. He died on
August 18, 2014, aged about 100

Hashim Khan in
1951 at the
Lansdown club in
Bath, where he
wore shoes for
the first time on
court and won his
first British Open

Hashim Khan
Self-taught squash player who overcame his disadvantaged background to became Pakistan’s first sporting idol

that hehadneverhadabirth certificate,
but they celebrated his birthday on July
1. Their best guess was that he was born
in 1914, though some reports suggest
that it was 1910.
He competed in the British Open

over-60schampionship in2001when in
hismid-eighties. In anexhibitionmatch
in 1983, when in his mid-sixties, he beat
the best female player in America, Ali-
cia McConnell, who was 19. Even after
suffering a fractured hip late in life he
played squash into his early nineties.
Khan raised 12 children with his wife of
65 years, Mehria, who died in 2007. All
sevensonsbecamesquashplayers,most
notably Sharif, who won the North

S4C

Ellis Roberts in the 1986 Snowdonia
documentary Pluen Eira (Snowflake)
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Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15
Neighbourhood Blues 10.00 Homes
Under the Hammer 11.00 Animal
Saints and Sinners 11.45 Fake
Britain 12.15pm Bargain Hunt 1.00
BBC News; Weather 1.30 BBC
Regional News; Weather 1.45
Doctors 2.15 Perfection 3.00
Escape to the Country 3.30 Hairy
Bikers’ Meals on Wheels Back on
the Road 4.30 Put Your Money
Where Your Mouth Is 5.15 Pointless
6.00 BBC News 6.30 BBC Regional
News Programmes 7.00 The One
Show 7.30 A Question of Sport
8.00 EastEnders 8.30 Scrappers.
Documentary 9.00 Boomers.
Comedy 9.30 Big School 10.00
BBC News 10.25 BBC Regional
News; Weather 10.35 Outnumbered
11.05 Would I Lie to You? 11.35
EastEnders 1.35am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.05am Homes Under the Hammer
7.05 Animal Saints and Sinners
7.50 Animal Park 8.20 Sign Zone
10.35 The Travel Show 11.00 BBC
News 11.30 BBC World News
12.00 Fred Dibnah’s Building of
Britain 12.30pm Climbing Great
Buildings 1.00 Animal Park 1.45
Cash in the Attic 2.15 The Chef’s
Protégé 2.45 Celebrity MasterChef
3.30 Coast 4.15 Britain by Bike
4.45 Great British Railway Journeys
5.15 Flog It! 6.00 Two Tribes
6.30 Eggheads 7.00 Young Vets
8.00 Mastermind 8.30 Sweets
Made Simple 9.00 The Great British
Bake Off: An Extra Slice 9.30
Gardeners’ World 10.00 The Perfect
Morecambe & Wise 10.30
Newsnight 11.05 Reading Festival
Highlights 12.35am-1.35 Sign Zone:
The Secret History of Our Streets

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
The Chase 1.30 ITV News; Weather
2.00 Judge Rinder 3.00 Secret
Dealers 4.00 Tipping Point 5.00
Gift Wrapped 6.00 Regional News
6.30 ITV News; Weather 7.00
Emmerdale 7.30 Coronation Street
8.00 Harbour Lives 8.30 Coronation
Street 9.00 Doc Martin 10.00 ITV
News at Ten and Weather 10.30
Regional News 10.40 FILM: The
Invention of Lying (2009) Comedy
starring Ricky Gervais and Jennifer
Garner 12.30am Jackpot247
3.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA
3.40-6.00 ITV Nightscreen

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun 7.35 The King of
Queens 8.00 Everybody Loves
Raymond 9.00 Frasier 10.00
The Big Bang Theory. Comedy

11.00 Come Dine with Me 12.00
Channel 4 News Summary 12.05pm
Come Dine with Me 1.40 Phil
Spencer: Secret Agent 2.40
Countdown 3.30 Deal or No Deal
4.30 Win It Cook It 5.00 Come Dine
with Me 6.00 The Simpsons 6.30
Hollyoaks 7.00 Channel 4 News
8.00 The Million Pound Drop 9.00
Micky Flanagan: Back in the Game
10.00 The Last Leg 10.50 Virtually
Famous 11.40 FILM: Scary Movie 2
(2001) Spoof horror sequel 1.00am
Anna & Katy 1.30 The Inbetweeners
USA 1.55 Desperate Housewives
2.35 Revenge 3.20 Sarah Beeny’s
Selling Houses 4.15 The Hoarder
Next Door 5.05 SuperScrimpers
5.10-6.05 Deal or No Deal

Sky1
6.00am The Real A&E 7.00 Dog
Squad 8.00 Futurama 10.00 Got
to Dance 2.30pm The Simpsons
3.00 Modern Family 4.00 Futurama
5.00 The Simpsons 5.30 Futurama
6.30 Got to Dance 9.00 A League
of Their Own 10.00 50 Ways
to Kill Your Mammy. With Baz
Ashmawy 11.00 NCIS: Los Angeles
1.00am Brit Cops: Law & Disorder
2.00 Brit Cops: War on Crime
3.00 Road Wars 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News 8.30
World Business Report 8.45 BBC
World News 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00
BBC World News 10.30 World
Business Report 10.45 Sport Today
11.00 BBC World News 12.00 GMT
1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 Talking
Business with Linda Yueh 4.00
World Have Your Say 5.00 BBC
World News 5.40 Africa Business
Report 6.00 BBC World News 6.30
Focus on Africa 7.00 World News
Today with Zeinab Badawi 7.40
Africa Business Report 8.00 BBC
World News 8.30 Middle East
Business Report 9.00 Business
Edition with Tanya Beckett 9.30
Football Focus 10.00 BBC World
News America 11.00 BBC World
News 11.30 Newsnight 1.00am BBC
World News 1.10 UK Reporters 1.30
Talking Business with Linda Yueh
2.00 World News 2.30 Edinburgh
Extra 3.00 BBC World News 3.10
Scotland 4.00 BBC World News
4.30 The Travel Show 5.00 BBC
World News 5.30-6.00 Witness

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Football Gold 6.30
One2Eleven: Noel Gallagher and
Jason Manford 6.45 One2Eleven:
Lothar Matthäus and Paulo Sousa

7.00 WWE: Raw 9.00 Game
Changers 10.00 Ringside Special
11.00 Fantasy Football: The
Highlights 11.30 Soccer AM: The
Best Bits 12.30pm First Utility Super
League 1.30 Fantasy Football: The
Highlights 2.00 Rise as One 3.00
Football’s Greatest Teams 3.30
Premiership Years 5.30 Football
Gold 6.00 One2Eleven: Noel
Gallagher and Jason Manford 6.15
One2Eleven: Lothar Matthäus and
Paulo Sousa 6.30 The Fantasy
Football Club 7.30 Live First Utility
Super League: Leeds Rhinos v St
Helens (Kick-off 8.00). Action from
Headingley 10.15 The Fantasy
Football Club 11.15 Barclays Premier
League Preview 11.45 Football
Gold 12.00 First Utility Super
League 1.00am Premiership Years
3.00 Barclays Premier League
Legends 3.30 Football Gold 4.00
One2Eleven: Noel Gallagher and
Jason Manford 4.15 One2Eleven:
Lothar Matthäus and Paulo Sousa
4.30 Rise as One 5.30-6.00
Football’s Greatest Teams

Sky Sports 2
6.00am Sporting Rivalries 7.00
Australia’s Best Ashes Days 9.00
England’s Best Ashes Days 1.30pm
Cricket Classics 1.55 Live Royal
London One-Day Cup Cricket:
Kent Spitfires v Gloucestershire
Gladiators. Coverage of the
quarter-final match at the St
Lawrence Ground 9.30 Sporting
Rivalries 10.00 WWE: Late Night:
Smackdown 12.00 WWE: Late
Night: Bottom Line 1.00am
Best of ICC WT20 2.00-6.00
England’s Best Ashes Days

Sky Sports 3
6.00am Sporting Rivalries 7.00 Surf
Unleashed 7.30 US Open Tennis
8.30 Live ITM Cup Rugby Union:
Wellington v Manawatu (Kick-off
8.35) 10.30 ATP Tour Uncovered
11.00 Racing News 11.30 Surf
Unleashed 12.00 US Open Tennis
1.00pm WWE: Raw 3.00 US Open
Tennis 4.00 Live US Open Tennis.
Coverage of day five of the Grand
Slam event 12.00 Live US Open
Tennis. Further coverage of day five
of the Grand Slam event at Flushing
Meadows in New York 4.00am
Sporting Rivalries 5.00 Football
League Gold 5.15 Football Gold
5.30-6.00 Sporting Rivalries

British Eurosport
7.30am Triathlon 8.00 Ironman
8.30 Cycling: Vuelta a España 9.30
British Superbikes Extra 10.30
British Superbikes 12.00 Cycling:
Vuelta a España 1.00pm US Open
Tennis 4.00-12.30am Live US Open
Tennis. Coverage of day five of the
Grand Slam event, staged at
Flushing Meadows in New York

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer for the
Day 5.45 Farming Today 5.58 Tweet
of the Day (r) 6.00 Today 9.00 The
Reunion (r) 9.45 (LW) Act of
Worship 9.45 Book of the Week
10.00 Woman’s Hour 11.00 Lives in
a Landscape 11.30 My Teenage
Diary (r) 12.00 News 12.01pm (LW)
Shipping 12.04 Home Front 12.15
You and Yours 1.00 The World at
One 1.45 Lucy Mangan’s Literary
Solutions to the Economy 2.00
The Archers (r) 2.15 Afternoon
Drama: Brief Lives 3.00 Gardeners’
Question Time 3.45 Opening Lines
4.00 Last Word 4.30 More or Less
4.55 The Listening Project 5.00 PM
5.54 (LW) Shipping 6.00 News 6.30
The Brig Society 7.00 The Archers
7.15 Front Row 7.45 (LW) Dark Fire
7.45 Dark Fire 8.00 Any Questions?
8.50 A Point of View 9.00 Home
Front 10.00 The World Tonight
10.45 Book at Bedtime: The Thrill
of It All 11.00 Summer Nights
11.55 The Listening Project 12.30am
Book of the Week (r) 12.48
Shipping 1.00 As BBC World
Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06
HARDtalk 9.30 Science in Action
10.00 World Update 11.00 News
11.06 Outside Source 12.00 News
12.06pm The 5th Floor 1.00
Newshour 2.00 Newshour 3.00
News 3.06 Tech Tent 3.30 World
Football 4.00 The Newsroom 4.30
Sport Today 5.00 The Newsroom
5.30 World Business Report 6.00
World Have Your Say 7.00 The
Newsroom 7.30 The Why Factor
7.50 More or Less 8.00 News 8.06
HARDtalk 8.30 World Business
Report 8.50 From Our Own
Correspondent 9.00 Newshour. The
stories behind the latest headlines
10.00 News 10.06 The 5th Floor.
Global news 11.00 News 11.06 The
Newsroom 11.30 World Business
Report 12.00 The Newsroom
12.20am Sports News 12.30 World
Football 1.00 News 1.06 Business
Matters 2.00 News 2.06 The 5th
Floor 3.00 News 3.06 The
Newsroom 3.30 Heart and Soul
4.00 The Newsroom 4.20 Sports
News 4.30-5.00 Boston Calling

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 11.00 Live Edinburgh
International Festival 2014. Frank
Peter Zimmermann and Christian
Zacharias perform Beethoven
sonatas 1.00pm News 1.02 Radio 3
Lunchtime Concert. The Danish
String Quartet and Capuçon Trio
perform Nielsen and Fauré (r) 2.00
Afternoon on 3. Edward Gardner
conducts the BBCSO and combined
choirs in Russian music 4.30 In Tune
6.30 Composer of the Week: Pyotr
Ilyich Tchaikovsky (r) 7.30 Live BBC
Proms 2014. The Swedish Radio
Symphony Orchestra performs
Mahler’s Resurrection Symphony
9.10 Proms Plus Literary. Martin
Amis discusses his latest novel
The Zone of Interest 9.30 New
Generation Artists. The Irish tenor
Robin Tritschler performs songs by
Strauss and Wolf 10.00 Faith
Without God (r) 10.45 The Free
Thinking Essay: New Generation
Thinkers (r) 11.00 World on 3.
Featuring a studio session by
the Jaipur Kawa Brass Band
1.00am-7.00 Through the Night

Births, Marriages and Deaths the times.co.uk/announcements
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Tips for Intermediates

13 - When to raise 1nt to 2nt

Partner has 12-14 points; if you do
the maths, you will have game-
invitational values when you have
11-12 points. Essentially, therefore,
the notrump game invitation –
2NT – should be used for 11-12 bal-
anced hands. [With 11-12 unbalanced
hands, you cannot show game-invita-
tional values, but with a major suit,
Stayman – and Transfers – will help].

Exercise: How should these hands
respond to 1NT?
(i) (ii) (iii)

Hand (i): 2NT. Textbook.
Hand (ii): Pass. You do not have to
bid 2NT if your 11-point hand
looks like 10 (or, here, nine!). Yuk –
you have the worst shape [don’t
believe those who say 4333 is the
perfect notrump shape – it’s just
that it’s even worse for suit con-
tracts. With just one four-card suit
to develop, it’s so barren]. You have
no intermediate cards and your
honours are non-sequential. I
wouldn’t be surprised if even 1NT
proved too high.
Hand (iii): 3NT. This looks more
like a 13 (or 14) point hand: a fine
five-card suit, good intermediates
and most high cards are sequential.

Remember those three factors
of hand evaluation – which opener
will then use with a 13-point hand
to decide whether to raise 2NT to
3NT: Length, Intermediates,
Sequences [LIS – Lost in Space].

West led ♠3 v 3NT. Win
dummy’s ♠A or duck? Decide
before reading on.

If declarer makes the kneejerk
duck, he will go down. East wins
♠Q and judiciously switches to
♦K. Declarer must duck this, but
East now has a choice of winning
defences: he can either revert to
spades, or lead ♦Q (which declar-
er must also duck, whereupon he
reverts to spades).

West’s ♠3 lead – bring fourth
highest and yet his lowest –
reveals to declarer that spades are
4-4. He should win dummy’s ♠A
immediately (key play) for fear of a
diamond switch. He forces out
♣A, lets the defence cash three
spades, for he can win their
diamond return with ♦A and cash
a total of nine tricks, via four clubs,
♥AKQ plus ♠A and ♦A. Game
made. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 3NT, Opening Lead: ♠3

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

1NT Pass 3NT(1) end
(1) An 11-count that looks like 13 (or 14):
robust five-card suit, great intermediates
and lovely sequential high cards (♣QJ10,
♥109 & ♦109).

S W N E

♠K10
♥J83
♦AQ97
♣Q942

♠KJ3
♥Q72
♦J432
♣KJ6

♠109
♥QJ8
♦KJ1052
♣AJ9

N
W E

S

♠Q1074
♥83
♦KQJ8
♣A86

♠A2
♥A109
♦1092
♣QJ1052

♠865
♥KQ42
♦A64
♣K93

♠KJ93
♥J765
♦753
♣74

________
á D D DkD]
àD D Dp0 ]
ß DpDqD D]
Þ! DbD D ]
Ý D $ D D]
ÜDPD D GP]
ÛPD D )PI]
ÚD D 4 D ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Winning Move

Black to play. This position is from Ag-
nelo-Izjik, Tromso Olympiad 2014.
White is a pawn up and, although a black
rook has invaded the back rank, his posi-
tion seems secure enough. However, it
isn’t. Can you see why?
For up-to-the-minute information follow
my tweets on twitter.com/times_chess.

Tromsø finale

Today’s article concludes my cov-
erage of the great Tromsø Olym-
piad where China broke through
to seize team gold medals for the
first time. The game is a victory
by Yu Yangyi who won the indi-
vidual gold medal for China on
board three with a score of 9½/11.

White: Yu Yangyi
Black: Ahmed Adly
Tromsø Olympiad 2014
Sicilian Defence

1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4
Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Bg5 e6 7 f4
Bd7 8 Qe2

Avoiding the over-hasty 8 e5
which is easily parried after 8 ...
dxe5 9 fxe5 Qa5.
8 ... Nc6 9 0-0-0 h6

More accurate is 9 ... Nxd4 10
Rxd4 Qb6. This alleviates Black’s
slight cramp and leaves the
bishop on g5 slightly out of ac-
tion.
10 Bh4
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10 ... Qa5
Losing time. However, if Black

resorts to conventional strategy
with 10 ... Nxd4 11 Rxd4 Qb6 then
12 Bf2 (made possible by the im-

position of Black’s 9 ... h6) then
introduces immediate threats
against the black queen.
11 Nb3 Qc7 12 Bxf6 gxf6 13 Qh5

White now enjoys a clear plan
of attack. Black's central pawns
are inflexible and thus act as a
target. Meanwhile he cannot
activate his dark-squared bishop
and to compound matters, the
black king lacks any secure haven.
White’s strategy will eventually be
to strike at Black’s fortress with f5,
thus causing all sorts of cracks to
appear in the black carapace.
13 ... Rh7 14 g3 0-0-0 15 Bh3 Kb8
16 Kb1 Bc8 17 Rd2 Bg7 18 Ne2
Rhh8 19 Rhd1 Qe7
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20 f5
Implementing phase one of his

light square strategy.
20 ... Bf8 21 Nbd4 Rg8

The last chance to defend is 21
... Qe8.
22 Nxc6+ bxc6 23 Nd4

This advance underscores
Black’s problems with his central
pawns and also hauls the black
king into the firing line.
23 ... Kc7 24 fxe6 Rg5 25 Qf3 fxe6
26 e5 d5 27 exf6 Qd6 28 Qc3 Kb6
29 Nf3 Rg8 30 Re2 Qc5 31 Qb3+
Qb5 32 Bxe6 Qxb3 33 axb3 Bxe6
34 Rxe6 Black resigns

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Godsokers a. Heavens above! b. Religious fanatics
c. A blessed patch of ground
Essene a. Necessary b. Religious fanatic
c. Fuel oil
Bolus a. A mid-length jacket b. Chewed food
c. A stone used as a missile

Across
1 Search for underground
water (5)

7 Decisive, critical (7)
8 Sheep’s wool cutter (7)
9 Long eventful voyage (7)
10 Ringing objects (5)
11 With vigour (music) (3,4)
13 My solver (3)
15 Pen point (3)

17 One who is not brave (3-4)
19 Unit of magnetic flux

density (5)
21 With no appointed date for

resumption (Latin) (4,3)
23 Lasso ropes (7)
24 Uncooked state (7)
25 (Of bird) clean feathers (5)

Down
1 Refuse to comply (7)
2 Turn, rotate (5)
3 Ancient Italian (8)
4 Extreme anger (4)
5 Important assignment (7)
6 Harold —; — George (5)
7 National regalia (5,6)
12 Eg, potatoes (4,4)
14 Not familiar (7)
16 Sir Richard — (7)
18 Take (power) by force (5)
20 Gap between words (5)
22 Extending far down (4)
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Times Quick Crossword No 6492

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of four or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
13 words, average;
18, good; 22, very good;
27, excellent

Yesterday’s answers amity, amnion,
anion, annoy, anoint, anomy, anon,
anonym, anti, antimony, antinomy,
antonym, atom, atomy, atony, iota,
main, many, maty, mayo, minyan,
moan, moat, myna, nation, notam,
oaty, tannoy, tian

Word Watching answers

Godsokers (a) Heavens above, an archaic exclamation.
Essene (b)Amemberof anascetic sect that flourished inPalestine
from the 2nd century BC.
Bolus (b) Chewed food, from Greek bolos clod.

Winning Move solution

1...Rh1+!2Kxh1Qxh3+3Kg1Qxg2mate.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6777 Fiendish

2
6 9 3 4
8 5 3
2 5 6 4 1

6
4 8 9 2 3
3 2 7
5 2 8 6

9
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3883 Deadly 55min

23 8 9 17 15

21 9 14

11 20 20

13 18

23 23 8

12 29 18 12

14 13

19

28 8

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2176

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.
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A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

14 24 1 1 24 16 12 2 15 11 24 16

20 4 5 20 10 23 8

5 24 22 24 5 9 1 4 6 24 12

9 4 12 20 11

12 14 20 16 4 20 18 15 25 20 16

26 24 20 11 6 22 18 4

8 9 1 4 24 1 18 6 15 20 4 16

20 5 24 9 6 19 15 6

13 4 4 18 4 17 2 9 20 12 2

16 1 12 24 15

7 8 17 24 15 23 16 20 17 23 12

4 6 18 4 15 6 8

21 24 1 6 8 16 3 6 20 18 6 22

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sudoku, Killer and Codeword solutions
5 1 3 2 9 6 4 8 7
2 8 7 4 3 1 9 5 6
4 6 9 8 5 7 2 1 3
6 5 4 1 2 8 3 7 9
1 7 2 3 4 9 8 6 5
9 3 8 6 7 5 1 2 4
3 2 6 5 8 4 7 9 1
7 4 5 9 1 2 6 3 8
8 9 1 7 6 3 5 4 2

3 4 9 7 5 6 2 8 1
7 5 8 4 2 1 3 9 6
6 1 2 3 9 8 4 5 7
5 6 1 2 7 4 9 3 8
8 3 7 9 1 5 6 4 2
2 9 4 6 8 3 7 1 5
1 7 3 5 6 9 8 2 4
9 8 6 1 4 2 5 7 3
4 2 5 8 3 7 1 6 9
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Sport

Sandown Park
Rob Wright
2.00Majestic Hero 3.35 Zain Empire
2.30 Indian Tinker 4.10 Semblance
3.00 Sweet Dream 4.45 The Character
Thunderer’s double 2.30 Beach Rhythm.
3.00 Carnival King (nap).
Going: soft, good to soft in back straight (heavy
on sprint course)
Draw: 5f, low numbers best Racing UK

2.00 Orleans Nursery
Handicap (2-Y-O: £3,881: 5f 6y) (6)

1 (5) 312 PROFITABLE 20 (CD,BF) Clive Cox 9-7 A Kirby
2 (2) 010 GOLDCREST 34 H Candy 9-4 Dane O'Neill
3 (6) 31331 PERARDUA 24 (D) R Fahey 9-3 R L Moore
4 (3) 1103 DITTANDER 13 (D,BF) R Hannon 9-3 R Hughes
5 (4) 4106 MAJESTIC HERO 9 (D) R Harris 9-2 D Probert
6 (1) 0435 TARANDO 43 Michael Bell 8-1 C Hardie (5)

100-30 Profitable, 7-2 Dittander, 4-1 Goldcrest, 9-2 Tarando, 11-2 others.

Rob Wright’s choice: Majestic Hero has been highly tried
in twostarts sincewinningatChepstow Danger:Perardua

2.30 Telegraph Hill Handicap
(£3,234: 5f 6y) (8)

1 (8) 03530 MONSIEUR JAMIE 111 (V,D,BF) J Jenkins 6-9-10
P Aspell

2 (2) 06605 WASEEM FARIS 17 (D,BF) M Channon 5-9-9
W Twiston-Davies

3 (1) 34241 INDIAN TINKER 23 (CD) R Cowell 5-9-8 L Jones
4 (5) -2130 PUCON 50 (D) R Teal 5-9-8 James Doyle
5 (3) -0000 THREES GRAND 31 (D) S Dixon 4-9-6 A Kirby
6 (7) 6-101 BEACH RHYTHM 56 (D) J Allen 7-9-5 D J Bates (3)
7 (6) 2334- MACDILLON 338 (CD) W S Kittow 8-9-3 R Hughes
8 (4) -1042 TYCHAIOS 31 (D,BF) S C Williams 4-9-0 R L Moore

4-1 Tychaios, 9-2 Indian Tinker, 11-2 Beach Rhythm, Threes Grand,
6-1 Macdillon, Waseem Faris, 8-1 Monsieur Jamie, 12-1 Pucon.

Wright choice: Indian Tinker is up just 5lb for a ready
success at Yarmouth Dangers: Beach Rhythm, Macdillon

3.00 British Stallion Studs Maiden
Stakes (2-Y-O: £3,881: 7f 16y) (15)

1 (4) 3 CARNIVAL KING 46 B Meehan 9-5 J Fortune
2 (5) COMMEMORATIVE C Hills 9-5 S Drowne
3 (14) FELIX DE VEGA R Hannon 9-5 R Hughes
4 (15) INTERNATIONAL NAME S Bin Suroor 9-5 Dane O'Neill
5 (13) MARLOT J Boyle 9-5 P Cosgrave
6 (11) MASTER APPRENTICE A Balding 9-5 D Probert
7 (6) NAVIGATE M Meade 9-5 D Sweeney
8 (8) 60 PRINCE OF PARIS 29 R Ingram 9-5 R Havlin
9 (12) STRAVAGANTE Sir M Stoute 9-5 R L Moore
10(10) SUGAR BOY J Gosden 9-5 W Buick
11 (9) 2 TIME TEST 41 (BF) R Charlton 9-5 James Doyle
12 (7) TOWN COUNCIL R Fahey 9-5 T Hamilton
13 (3) WIND PLACE AND SHO J Eustace 9-5 R Tate (3)
14 (1) 0 ARTESANA 52 W Knight 9-0 J Crowley
15 (2) SWEET DREAM R Beckett 9-0 R Kingscote

5-2 Time Test, 7-1 Felix De Vega, 8-1 International Name, Sugar Boy,
9-1 Stravagante, 10-1 Master Apprentice, 11-1 others.
Wright choice: Sweet Dream is by Oasis Dream out of a
group-winning mare Dangers: Sugar Boy, Felix De Vega

3.35 ROA Owners Jackpot Handicap
(3-Y-O: £9,337: 1m 14y) (8)

1 (2) 231- TORRID 324 (D) Mrs A Perrett 9-7 James Doyle
2 (5) 12 BASEM 97 (D,BF) S Bin Suroor 9-6 R Hughes
3 (4) 51-21 BEACH BAR 79 (H,D) W Knight 9-6 R L Moore
4 (3) 2-13 MAN OF HARLECH 104 (D,BF) A Balding 9-3 D Probert
5 (7) 3464 HATSAWAY 27 C Brittain 9-2 W Buick
6 (6) 42111 IMSHIVALLA 12 (H,D) R Fahey 8-12 T Hamilton
7 (8) 132 ZAIN EMPIRE 15 (BF) R Cowell 8-11 J Crowley
8 (1) 54443 GREVILLEA 16 (D) M Channon 8-8 W Twiston-Davies

5-1 Basem, Beach Bar, Imshivalla, Man Of Harlech, 6-1 Torrid, Zain Empire,
9-1 Grevillea, 10-1 Hatsaway.
Wright choice: Zain Empire, a good second at Newmarket,
remains unexposed Dangers: Basem, Man Of Harlech

4.10 Surbiton Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(3-Y-O: £3,234: 7f 16y) (4)

1 (4) 4-304 BROWN DIAMOND 33 C Hills 9-0 R L Moore
2 (3) 22 CHILDESPLAY 23 (BF) Mrs H Main 9-0 R Tate (3)
3 (2) SEMBLANCE J Gosden 9-0 W Buick
4 (1) 20022 TWO SMART 2 (H,BF) K Burke 9-0 S Levey

2-1 Semblance, 11-4 Brown Diamond, 3-1 Childesplay, 100-30 Two Smart.
Wright choice: Semblance, awell bred daughter of Pivotal,
can make a winning start Danger: Brown Diamond

4.45 Hwfa Williams Handicap
(3-Y-O: £5,175: 1m 2f 7y) (12)

1 (10) 03-1 DANCE OF HEROES 179 (D) J Noseda 9-7 W Buick
2 (1) 12500 COLLABORATION 29 (T) A Balding 9-7 J Fortune
3 (6) 4041 SKI LIFT 16 J Gosden 9-5 James Doyle
4 (2) 455 SAVANT 23 Sir M Stoute 9-5 R L Moore
5 (11) -6054 LAURELITA 21 G Baker 9-4 P Cosgrave
6 (9) 5333 THE CHARACTER 13 T Dascombe 9-4 R Kingscote
7 (5) 6-163 ALL TALK N NO DO 19 S Durack 9-4 D Sweeney
8 (8) -2540 GREEN LIGHT 17 R Beckett 9-2 S Levey
9 (3) 13-63 TUCSON ARIZONA 42 (BF) A Carson 9-2 A Kirby
10(12) 00535 TRIPLE CHIEF 16 B Millman 9-2 R Havlin
11 (7) 04130 BEAKERS N NUM NUMS 34 (D) W Jarvis 9-1 Martin Dwyer
12 (4) 500 CABIN FEVER 41 R Beckett 9-0 P C O'Donnell (7)

9-2 Dance Of Heroes, 5-1 Ski Lift, 13-2 Collaboration, 8-1 Savant, 10-1 others.
Wright choice: The Character was third to Ardmay at
Chester and that form lookssolidDangers:Savant,Ski Lift

Bangor
Rob Wright
2.20 Destiny Blue 4.00 Settledoutofcourt
2.50 Peachey Moment 4.35 Heist
3.25 Sudski Star 5.05 One For Hocky
Going: good Racing UK

2.20 Handicap Hurdle (£3,422: 2m 1f) (7)

1 300-3 SPIN CAST 8F (B) H Bethell 6-11-12 D Cook
2 6352- ITSTIMEFORAPINT 154 Miss L Russell 6-11-10 P Buchanan
3 00-23 ASUNCION R Menzies 4-11-10 T Kelly (3)
4 04-00 MEXICAN BORDER 91 M Hammond 5-11-9 D F O'Regan
5 0-321 EARLY APPLAUSE 39 (D) N Richards 6-11-7 B Harding
6 0303 CYCLONE 14F (T,BF) Jonjo O'Neill 4-11-4 A P McCoy
7 P-545 DESTINY BLUE 15F (T) B Ellison 7-10-4 A Coleman

5-2 Destiny Blue, 3-1 Early Applause, 5-1 Cyclone, 6-1 others.

2.50 Handicap Chase
(£2,599: 2m 4f 110y) (6)

1 -3534 PEACHEY MOMENT 47 (D) N Richards 9-11-12 N Fehily
2 /024P MADDOXTOWN 38 (P) R A Hennessy (Ire) 8-11-8 B Hughes
3 5-332 THINK ITS ALL OVER 10 E Williams 7-11-3 A Wedge
4 60144 APACHE DAWN 4 (B,C) A Sadik 10-10-10 J Cornwall (5)
5 445-0 CROCO MISTER 118 (D) Mrs R Gasson 7-10-7 B Poste (5)
6 24-65 ZAZAMIX 94 (V,C) Andrew Crook 9-10-6 J Kington (3)

5-2 Peachey Moment, 11-4 Think Its All Over, 5-1 Apache Dawn, 6-1 others.

3.25 Novices' Hurdle (£3,249: 2m 4f) (5)
1 42122 NEVER NEVER 13 (BF) D McCain 4-11-3 A P McCoy
2 54312 MY BETTY 12 (D,BF) P Croke (Ire) 6-10-12 R Johnson
3 20F25 ROCKMOUNT RIVER 1 D Bridgwater 5-10-12 T Scudamore
4 1-115 SUDSKI STAR 44 (T,V,C) P Griffin (Ire) 6-10-12 B Hughes
5 -F532 HERECOMESTHEBRIDE 1 (BF,T) P Hobbs 4-10-3 J Best (3)

13-8 Never Never, 3-1 My Betty, 7-2 Herecomesthebride, 7-1 others.

4.00 Handicap Chase (£5,198: 3m 110y) (6)
1 4-F15 VALLEYOFMILAN 12 (C) D McCain 7-11-12 J Cowley (7)
2 1P4-1 SETTLEDOUTOFCOURT 111 (D) Miss L Russell 8-11-10 C Nichol (3)
3 P-506 WHISTLING SENATOR 28 (P) Jonjo O'Neill 7-11-10 A P McCoy
4 530-R SUSQUEHANNA RIVER 111 (P,D) N Twiston-Davies 7-11-10

S Twiston-Davies
5 26313 ULTRA LIGHT 31 (P,C,D) R A Hennessy (Ire) 6-11-2 B Hughes
6 444-5 MOHI RAHRERE 107 (CD) B Leavy 11-10-13 D Cook

9-4 Valleyofmilan, 100-30 Settledoutofcourt, 5-1 Susquehanna River, Ultra
Light, 13-2 Whistling Senator, 8-1 Mohi Rahrere.

4.35 Maiden Hurdle (£2,395: 2m 1f) (6)
1 35 GRAN MAESTRO 31 (B) Dr R Newland 5-11-0 S Twiston-Davies
2 446P/ HOLD THE FORT 1017 (T) J Farrelly 7-11-0 R Johnson
3 00/ WELSH WALLS 716 Mrs P Rigby 8-11-0 N Boinville (3)
4 4 HEIST 13 (T) P Griffin (Ire) 4-10-13 B Hughes
5 32- PRINCE KHURRAM 190 (T) D McCain 4-10-13 A P McCoy
6 WORLD RECORD 17F J J Quinn 4-10-13 D C Costello

13-8 Prince Khurram, 5-2 World Record, 9-2 Gran Maestro, 9-1 others.

5.05 Handicap Hurdle (£2,274: 2m 4f) (7)
1 4-346 RIVER CLARE 40 John O'Shea 6-11-12 R Johnson
2 03036 DIAMOND GESTURE 13 (H) Fergal O'Brien 6-11-7

C Shoemark (3)
3 3P-54 WALTER DE LA MARE 15 (T) Anabel Murphy 7-11-6

A P McCoy
4 -F521 ONE FOR HOCKY 13 (D) N Richards 6-11-4 B Harding
5 00060 MOANING BUTCHER 10 (B) Dave Roberts 4-10-3 L Edwards
6 54005 FARMERS CROSS 26 (P,D) J Haynes 10-10-1 H Brooke
7 030P/ BALTIC BEN 687 (T) J Farrelly 7-10-0 A P Cawley

9-4 One For Hocky, 3-1 Diamond Gesture, 7-2 Walter De La Mare, 6-1 River
Clare, 7-1 Farmers Cross, 16-1 Baltic Ben, Moaning Butcher.

Salisbury
Rob Wright
5.10 Lady Crossmar 6.40Winters Moon
5.40 Fast Dancer (nb) 7.10 Latin Charm
6.10 Silver Quay 7.40 Laser Blazer
Going: good to soft (soft in places)
Draw: 6f, low numbers best Racing UK

5.10 Lady Riders' Handicap
(£2,807: 1m) (9)

1 (9) 0550/ ORTHODOX LAD 110J (C) J Jenkins 6-10-7
Miss J Pahlman (7)

2 (4) 20563 GEORGE BAKER (C,D,BF) G Baker 7-10-6
Miss S Brotherton

3 (2) 24215 LADY CROSSMAR 16 R Hannon 3-10-1
Miss M Nicholls (3)

4 (3) 54463 BEEP 14 Lydia Richards 4-9-13 Miss E J Jones
5 (8) 10460 RED INVADER 11 P D'Arcy 4-9-9 Mrs R Wilson (5)
6 (5) 04604 PENDO 36 P Cole 3-9-8 Miss A Mills
7 (1) 533-0 TAKITWO 65 (C) G Deacon 11-9-5 Miss L West (7)
8 (7) 50-05 HAVING A BALL 15 (D) G Deacon 10-9-2

Miss P Fuller (5)
9 (6) -0453 TAMUJIN 10 K Cunningham-Brown 6-9-2

Miss D Hannaford (7)

4-1 George Baker, Lady Crossmar, 6-1 Red Invader, 13-2 Takitwo, 15-2 Beep,
8-1 Tamujin, 9-1 Orthodox Lad, Pendo, 12-1 Having A Ball.

5.40 Maiden Auction Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,911: 6f) (16)

1 (1) 02 FAST DANCER 13 J Tuite 9-2 O Murphy
2 (4) 4 KING JERRY 32 R Beckett 9-2 A Atzeni
3 (11) 5 MASTER ZEPHYR 30 R Charlton 9-2 G Baker
4 (16) 04 OVERLORD 20 Sir M Prescott 9-2 C Catlin
5 (5) 03 WET SAIL 18 C Fellowes 9-2 F Tylicki
6 (7) 55 ENTENTE 15 P Makin 8-13 S Drowne
7 (15) 600 INDIAN JOE 3 (B) J Moore 8-13 L Steward (5)
8 (12) 023 LACKADAY 11 M Channon 8-13 C Bishop (3)
9 (13) 0 ALMOQATEL 11 J Fanshawe 8-11 T Queally
10 (8) 03 CARTMELL CLEAVE 46 W S Kittow 8-11

Michael J M Murphy (3)
11 (3) 0 EXOPLANET BLUE 13 H Candy 8-11 Doubtful
12 (6) 023 GRENADE 13 R Hannon 8-11 R Hughes
13 (9) CONSTANT APPLAUSE (B) Mrs I G-Leveque 8-9 L Souza
14(10) HARD TO HANDEL R Beckett 8-9 O Pereira (7)
15 (2) RUSSIAN RADIANCE J Portman 8-8 Doubtful
16(14) 02 ICKYMASHO 19 J Portman 8-6 C Hardie (5)

4-1 FastDancer, 5-1Grenade, Ickymasho, Lackaday, 11-1 Cartmell Cleave, King
Jerry, Wet Sail, 14-1 Master Zephyr, 16-1 others.

6.10 Handicap (2-Y-O: £2,911: 1m) (14)
1 (13) 402 STOLEN STORY 19 G Margarson 9-7 T Queally
2 (9) 066 HILLGROVE ANGEL 15 B Meehan 9-4 Hayley Turner
3 (10) 565 STAR OF SPRING 16 C Hills 9-2 G Baker
4 (7) 02303 EUTHENIA 18 M Channon 9-1 C Bishop (3)
5 (8) 2066 SECRET LIGHTNING 25 S Kirk 9-1 Dane O'Neill
6 (3) 0400 SILVER QUAY 7 R Hannon 9-1 R Hughes
7 (6) 0040 MY MATE 27 C Brittain 9-1 L Steward (5)
8 (1) 0031 SEEBEEDEE 11 (D) H Dunlop 9-0 S Hitchcott
9 (11) 0063 ARTHUR'S WAY 22 (B) P Cole 8-13 A Atzeni
10(14) 003 WOLF OF WINDLESHAM 17 C Hills 8-13 S Drowne
11 (5) 0033 HORSETRACKER 3 (H) I Williams 8-13 G Downing (5)
12 (4) 6000 ALL MY LOVE 17 R Hannon 8-10 C Hardie (5)
13 (2) 000 PINK RIBBON 48 S Kirk 8-8 O Murphy
14(12) 46644 JERSEY BELLE 20 M Channon 8-6 P Pilley (7)

5-1 Seebeedee, 15-2 All My Love, Silver Quay, Stolen Story, 8-1 My Mate,
9-1 Arthur's Way, Euthenia, Star Of Spring, 12-1 others.

6.40 Listed Race
(2-Y-O: £17,013: 1m) (5)

1 (1) 31 ELM PARK 14 A Balding 9-1 D Probert
2 (4) 00213 GROOR 16 J Tate 9-1 M Harley
3 (3) 215 MISTER UNIVERSE 48 M Johnston 9-1 Dane O'Neill
4 (2) 122 TUPI (BF) R Hannon 9-1 R Hughes
5 (5) 13 WINTERS MOON 20 (BF) S Bin Suroor 8-10 A Atzeni

5-6 Winters Moon, 3-1 Tupi, 6-1 Elm Park, 10-1 Mister Universe,
12-1 Groor.

7.10 Handicap (3-Y-O: £4,851: 1m 4f) (12)

1 (10) 16-06 LAUGHARNE 115 (B) R Charlton 9-7 D Probert
2 (2) 541 PENNINE PANTHER 20 (D) H Candy 9-5 Dane O'Neill
3 (6) 0431 HIGH CHURCH 44 R Charlton 9-5 G Baker
4 (3) 63-31 AUTHORIZED TOO 16 W Haggas 9-3 J Crowley
5 (7) 41345 CAPE CASTER 28 R Beckett 9-3 R Hughes
6 (11) -2302 LATIN CHARM 21 (P) M Botti 9-3 M Harley
7 (9) 14440 CAMEO TIARA 28 R Hannon 9-2 C Hardie (5)
8 (5) 11 DER MEISTER 109 (D) A Balding 9-0 O Murphy
9 (8) -0314 CLASSICAL ART 17 (D) R Varian 8-13 A Atzeni
10(12) 12012 KOLIAKHOVA 15 J Flint 8-11 R Kingscote
11 (4) 24440 COTTON CLUB 22 B Millman 8-11 L Steward (5)
12 (1) 35613 GAVLAR 34 (V,D) W Knight 8-10 T Queally

6-1 High Church, 13-2 Authorized Too, Classical Art, 15-2 Der Meister, 8-1
Cape Caster, 9-1 Pennine Panther, 10-1 Gavlar, Latin Charm, 11-1 others.

7.40 Handicap
(£2,911: 1m 6f 21y) (13)

1 (10) 00-02 LASER BLAZER 22 (P,CD) A King 6-9-12 D Sweeney
2 (2) 5-043 BENBECULA 34 N R Mitchell 5-9-11 Hayley Turner
3 (1) 56335 POITIN 9 (H,BF) H Dunlop 4-9-10 O Murphy
4 (4) 21235 IVANHOE 15 M Blanshard 4-9-9 D Probert
5 (9) 5-205 SHADES OF GREY 26 Clive Cox 7-9-6 R Tate (3)
6 (3) 2-426 AIYANA 44 H Morrison 4-9-6 R Hughes
7 (7) 34235 DARK AMBER 15 B Powell 4-9-6 Jenny Powell (5)
8 (5) 00023 SIGNIFICANT MOVE 8 (B) W S Kittow 7-9-5

Michael J M Murphy (3)
9 (8) 4-536 NORAB 99 (P) M Botti 3-9-2 M Harley
10(11) 10231 TAWS 15 (CD) B Millman 3-9-1 A Atzeni
11 (6) 64652 FIGHTING BACK 10 (B) Mrs A Perrett 3-9-0 T Queally
12(13) 35226 SAMTU 36 C Brittain 3-8-13 L Steward (5)
13(12) 53553 CINNILLA 26 R Beckett 3-8-9 R Kingscote

6-1 Laser Blazer, Taws, 15-2 Cinnilla, 8-1 Aiyana, Fighting Back, 9-1 Dark
Amber, Significant Move, 11-1 Shades Of Grey, 12-1 others.

Wolverhampton
Rob Wright
6.00 City Of AngkorWat 8.00 Rose Buck
6.30 Seldom Seen 8.30 Elpida
7.00Mazaaher 9.00 Fiftyshadesfreed
7.30Magic Time
Going: standard
Draw: 5f-7f, low numbers best At The Races

6.00 Apprentice Handicap
(£2,264: 1m 141y) (13)

1 (8) 66544 JUMBO PRADO 11 (P,C,D) J Stimpson 5-9-10
E J Walsh (3)

2 (12) 00630 MCMONAGLE 10 (T,B,D) Alan Brown 6-9-10
Joe Doyle (3)

3 (7) -0500 EASTWARD HO 53 (C,D) M Herrington 6-9-8
Kevin Stott (3)

4 (9) 0-602 CITY OF ANGKOR WAT 11 (T) J Hughes 4-9-8
P Prince (3)

5 (1) 04000 KATMAI RIVER 11 (C,D) M Usher 7-9-7
Charlotte Jenner (5)

6 (4) 654 ADIMENDIS 13 (H) J Moore 3-9-3 J Gordon (7)
7 (2) 34243 BENIDORM 1 (E) Richard Guest 6-9-3 L Leadbitter (5)
8 (3) -3006 RIO YUMA 36 K Stubbs 3-9-3 J Butterfield (3)
9 (6) 00000 PHILS WISH 48 J McConnell (Ire) 5-9-2 M M Monaghan (3)
10(10) 21030 JUST FIVE 60 (V,C,D) J Weymes 8-9-2 J Nason (5)
11(11) -0406 YOUM JAMIL 32 (H) A Carroll 7-9-1 Thomas Brown
12(13) 4-306 JAYEFF HERRING 71 Michael Bell 3-9-1M Kenneally (7)
13 (5) 00-05 KEY TO YOUR HEART 71 H Morrison 3-9-0

C Bennett (5)

6-1 City Of Angkor Wat, 7-1 Jayeff Herring, 15-2 Jumbo Prado, Just Five,
8-1 Katmai River, Rio Yuma, 10-1 Eastward Ho, 11-1 Benidorm, Mcmonagle,
12-1 Key To Your Heart, Youm Jamil, 14-1 Adimendis, 16-1 Phils Wish.

6.30 Median Auction Maiden Stakes
(£2,911: 1m 141y) (4)

1 (2) 5-0 CASSIE JEM 94 D Griffiths 4-9-7 S Donohoe
2 (4) I DO KNOW S Donohoe (Ire) 4-9-7 B A Curtis
3 (1) 323 TABJEEL 20 (V) S Bin Suroor 3-9-5 P Hanagan
4 (3) 4 SELDOM SEEN 14 Sir M Stoute 3-9-0 S W Kelly

Evens Tabjeel, 2-1 Seldom Seen, 7-2 I Do Know, 20-1 Cassie Jem.

7.00 Handicap (£4,851: 1m 141y) (11)
1 (8) 4-501 MAVERIK 10 (C,D) W Knight 6-10-6 K Fallon
2 (11) 6312- TY GWR 308 (H,C,D,BF) B Ellison 5-10-0 Mikey Ennis (7)
3 (3) 41-20 MUBTADI 139 (C) I Mohammed 6-9-13 K Shoemark (7)
4 (6) 60001 THE GREAT GABRIAL 71 (P,C) M Appleby 5-9-13 A Mullen
5 (2) 54300 SKYTRAIN 13 (V,C,D) M Johnston 4-9-13 F Norton
6 (10) 02442 POSTSCRIPT 10 (C,D) D Simcock 6-9-10 D Nolan
7 (7) 12045 ORDER OF SERVICE 9 J Goldie 4-9-6 F Lynch
8 (9) 4066- AN CAT DUBH 413 T Pitt 5-9-4 S Donohoe
9 (5) 0-041 MAZAAHER 18 (CD) B Hills 4-9-3 P Hanagan
10 (4) 00065 RIO COBOLO 1 (V) P Kirby 8-8-9 B A Curtis
11 (1) -0436 GHOSTING 13 (T) T Dascombe 3-8-8 W A Carson

7-2Maverik, 9-2 Ty Gwr, 5-1 TheGreat Gabrial, 11-2 Postscript, 6-1Mazaaher,
15-2 Skytrain, 10-1 Ghosting, 11-1 Mubtadi, 25-1 others.

7.30 Fillies' Selling Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,264: 5f 20y) (12)

1 (1) 05014 AS A DREAM 17 P D Evans 9-4 B A Curtis
2 (9) 15260 DIMINUTIVE 10 (P) G Harris 9-4 Mikey Ennis (7)
3 (11) 02020 ELIZABETH FLYNN 7 (C,D) K Burke 9-4 Martin Lane
4 (10) 004 CAP IA NNA 11 (P) D Griffiths 8-12 S Donohoe
5 (2) GLEAMING PRINCESS J M Bradley 8-12 D J Bates (3)
6 (5) 42045 MACARTHURS PARK 10 (B) T Dascombe 8-12W A Carson
7 (3) 3035 MAGIC TIME 28 Mrs A Duffield 8-12 P Hanagan
8 (6) 0444 POPPY IN THE WIND 9 Alan Brown 8-12 D Swift
9 (4) 0055 RECOVER 28 (P) B Meehan 8-12 Doubtful
10(12) 06 RUBY ROSE 18 K A Ryan 8-12 F Norton
11 (7) 5060 STRATEGISE 14 (P) T Dascombe 8-12 L Keniry
12 (8) 064 TILLY RANGE 21 P D Evans 8-12 H Doyle (7)

13-8 Magic Time, 6-1 Elizabeth Flynn, 13-2 As A Dream, 15-2 Strategise,
10-1 Macarthurs Park, 16-1 Diminutive, Poppy In The Wind, 20-1 others.

8.00 Handicap (£2,264: 5f 216y) (13)
1 (3) 04400 UNDER REVIEW 11 (T,P,D) L Corcoran 8-9-10P Prince (3)
2 (7) 62015 LOGANS LAD 8 (T,V,D) D Loughnane 4-9-7 J F McDonald
3 (13) 22302 HAADEETH 8 (T,C,D) P D Evans 7-9-6 H Doyle (7)
4 (10) 00234 DIVINE CALL 8 (V,D) J M Bradley 7-9-6 K Fallon
5 (1) 42331 CONSISTANT 43 (C,D) B Baugh 6-9-5 Joe Doyle (5)
6 (5) 46404 HONEY MEADOW 25 (C,D) R Eddery 3-9-5 L Keniry
7 (6) 0-006 GOING FRENCH 8 (D) G Harris 7-9-5 D Muscutt (5)
8 (11) 15030 INTERCHOICE STAR 101 (P,C,D) R Peacock 9-9-5

Martin Lane
9 (8) 05002 CALLING YOU 32 (H,B,D) S Donohoe (Ire) 5-9-5B A Curtis
10 (4) 12350 ROSE BUCK 16 (D) G Bravery 3-9-4 W A Carson
11 (2) 405-0 TIME FOR CRABBIES 19 (V) Mrs L Williamson 4-8-10

R Ffrench
12(12) 04461 BLACK DOUGLAS 7 (D) J Goldie 5-8-10 F Lynch
13 (9) 02005 LUTINE CHARLIE 59 (C,D) Pat Eddery 7-8-9 S Donohoe

5-1 Calling You, 11-2 Consistant, 7-1 Black Douglas, Rose Buck, 8-1 Divine Call,
Haadeeth, Honey Meadow, Lutine Charlie, 9-1 Logans Lad, 16-1 others.

8.30 Handicap (£3,234: 1m 4f 50y) (9)
1 (4) 33223 DALGIG 18 J Osborne 4-10-0 K Fallon
2 (2) 36-60 FORWARD MARCH 86 (H,T) J Farrelly 4-9-13D C Costello
3 (5) 6-100 MARKAMI 51 (T) J Farrelly 4-9-13 L Keniry
4 (1) 54326 THE FIRM 13 (BF) D Loughnane 5-9-12 J F McDonald
5 (6) 32140 NOLECCE 11 (C,D) T Forbes 7-9-4 A McLean (7)
6 (7) 5-011 RAGGED ROBBIN 21 (T,D) D Lanigan 3-9-4 T E Durcan
7 (8) 2553 ELPIDA 23 D Simcock 3-9-3 S W Kelly
8 (3) 4-000 PAHENTE 32 (D) A Carroll 6-9-1 W A Carson
9 (9) 0-06 SAKHRA 90 W M Brisbourne 3-9-0 F Norton

100-30 Dalgig, Ragged Robbin, 5-1 Elpida, Markami, 7-1 The Firm,
11-1 Forward March, 16-1 Nolecce, Pahente, Sakhra.

9.00 Handicap (£2,264: 1m 1f 103y) (13)
1 (2) -1453 OBBOORR 23 (P) J Wainwright 5-9-12 P Aspell
2 (6) -0000 ENZAAL 13 (T,B,C) P Kirby 4-9-12 Mikey Ennis (7)
3 (3) 13042 POLAR FOREST 10 (E,C,D) Richard Guest 4-9-12

L Leadbitter (7)
4 (1) 30414 DANDARRELL 40 (C,D) J Camacho 7-9-10 D C Costello
5 (5) 33451 HIGHLIFE DANCER 8 (V,D) M Channon 6-9-9 D Cremin (7)
6 (7) 33465 ARLECCHINO 10 (H,P) E McMahon 4-9-9 D Swift
7 (12) 00541 ROUGE NUAGE 10 (B,C) C Allen 4-9-9 J Nason (5)
8 (4) -1500 SETTLE FOR RED 79 J Gask 4-9-9 L Keniry
9 (10) 21160 PIPERS PIPING 51 (C) Miss M Rowland 8-9-7 Ross Atkinson (3)
10(11) 31062 GABRIAL THE THUG 10 (T) R Fahey 4-9-7 D Nolan
11(13) 46334 FIFTYSHADESFREED 21 (P) G Baker 3-9-5 T E Durcan
12 (8) 0301 FRESH KINGDOM 27 (P) J Fanshawe 3-9-5 S W Kelly
13 (9) 53000 HURRICANE HARRY 34 (P) W Knight 3-9-2 K Fallon

6-1 Fresh Kingdom, Rouge Nuage, 13-2 Fiftyshadesfreed, 15-2 Dandarrell,
Gabrial The Thug, 8-1 Highlife Dancer, 9-1 Hurricane Harry, 11-1 others.

Course specialists
Bangor: Trainers R A Hennessy, 3 winners from 5
runners, 60%; P Hobbs, 13 from 53, 24.5%. Jockey A
P McCoy, 37 winners from 156 rides, 23.7%.

Salisbury: Trainers B Powell, 5 from 20 runners,
25%; R Varian, 8 from 33, 24.2%. Jockey Michael J
M Murphy, 4 from 17 rides, 23.5%.

Sandown Park: Trainers Michael Bell, 9 from 44
runners, 20.5%; R Hannon, 10 from 49, 20.4%.
Jockey C Hardie, 4 from 12 rides, 33.3%.

Thirsk: Trainers Sir M Stoute, 3 from 10 runners,
30%; K Dalgleish, 5 from 20, 25.0%. Jockey J P
Spencer, 5 from 13 rides, 38.5%.

Wolverhampton: Trainers S Bin Suroor, 26 from 76
runners, 34.2%; J Farrelly, 3 from 9, 33.3%.
Jockey K Fallon, 37 from 179 rides, 20.7%.

Button at crossroads as Hamilton’s talks stall

Formula One transfer talk suddenly
switched gear yesterday as Lewis
Hamilton postponed negotiations
over a new contract and Jenson Button
admitted that he is staring at
retirement.
After seeming to be fixtures in the

sport, two of itsmost senior drivers find
their careers in a state of flux.Hamilton
appeared to be treating new contract
talks at Mercedes as a formality a few
weeks ago, but now the team say that
negotiations are on the back burner
until the end of the season.

That raised suspicions thatHamilton
will want to walk away rather than play
second fiddle to Nico Rosberg, if his
team-mate wins what could turn out to
be one of the most controversial
drivers’ world championships of recent
times. Rosberg has already signed a
three-year extension to his contract.
AdisaffectedHamilton could bewel-

comed back at McLaren, who are des-
perate for a marquee signing before
they join forces with Honda next
season in one of the most lucrative and
important alliances in the history of F1.
After an unseemly departure in 2008,
Honda want to make an impact and
signing a top driver is a priority.
McLaren have been attempting to

woo Fernando Alonso,
of Ferrari, and are
understood to have added
Red Bull’s Sebastian
Vettel to their wish list.
Both are under contract,
though, and showing
no signsofwanting tomove
to a team who have
under-performed
spectacularly for
almost two
seasons.
The fall guy

in all of this
could be But-
ton, who said
that his time

in F1 could be up after oneworld cham-
pionship title, in 2009, and 15 seasons,
during which he has become one of the
most respected drivers in the sport.
“If I have to retire at the end of the

season then so be it, but I feel I have so
much more to give and I can’t imagine
life without motor sport and especially
Formula One,” Button said.

McLaren have kept Button
on tenterhooks all season.
Despite a series of optimistic
noises, there have been no
significant talks or offers—
a stark contrast to the atti-

tude of Martin Whitmarsh, the former
teamprincipal, who told Button that he
would have “a job for life” in the team.
Now Button may not even have a job
for next season. Button’s hope is that
neither Alonso nor Vettel is available
and that Hamilton remains settled at
Mercedes, who insist that he is not
negotiating with any other team.
If that is right, Button will probably

get one more season alongside the
fledgeling Kevin Magnussen, of Den-
mark.ÉricBoullier, theMcLarenracing
director, made it clear that he will
employ “anydriver that suits our strate-
gy for the future”. He told Autosport
magazine: “We are still pushing and we
will take the time we need.”
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Copeland and
Walsh baffled
by calamity in
double sculls
Rowing
Alex Lowe Amsterdam

Great Britain’s leading crews are so
used to easing their way into the finals
of international regattas that when one
of them fails, the sense of shock is
profound, asKatCopelandand Imogen
Walsh discovered at the World
Championships yesterday.
Copeland, the Olympic champion,

and Walsh arrived in Amsterdam as
favourites for the lightweight women’s
double sculls after winning gold at each
of the past twoWorld Cup regattas, but
it all went wrong in the semi-final
yesterday.
The Britain crew were second at the

1,500metres mark, but they were swal-
lowed up in the sprint for the line. As
the reality hit home that a top-three
finish was out of reach, Copeland
caught a crab and they finished fourth.
“I’m still trying to digest what

happened. I can’t really explain it and
I’m just utterly disappointed in the

outcome,” Walsh said. “Kat caught a
crab at the end, but that’s not why we
came fourth. Something wasn’t right
before that.”
On the banks of the Bosbaan, the

Britain coaches scratched their heads
in bemusement. “We didn’t seem able
to bring out our usual strength in the
middle part of the race, which left us in
a difficult position in the final 500
metres,” Paul Reedy, their coach, said.
Elsewhere, it was business as usual.

The men’s four, the men’s quadruple
scull and the women’s pair all cruised
into their respective finals and Britain
celebrated their firstmedal successes of
the regatta courtesy of their para-row-
ers with the mixed-coxed four— Pam-
ela Relph, Daniel Brown, Grace
Clough, James Fox and Oliver James,
the cox — dominating their final to
finish five seconds clear of the United
States and retain their world title.

Walsh, right, and
Copeland had
been tipped to win

British women relay message to world

Before beating the best in the world,
first Great Britain’s athletes must show
that they can mix with them. On the
same track as Britain topped themedal
table at theEuropeanChampionships a
month ago, James Dasaolu, Adam
Gemili and Martyn Rooney, as well as
the women’s 4 x 100 metres relay team
showed that they belonged in world
class, even if there is some way to go.
Dasaolu andGemili, as well asHarry

Aikines-Aryeetey, had been expecting
to be facing Usain Bolt last night, until
he decided to end a season, already
truncated by a training injury, early.
There were no soft touches here,
though, as the British trio filled lanes
one, eight and nine, with four of the
world’s fastest nine men—Tyson Gay,
Asafa Powell, Nesta Carter and Rich-
ard Thompson.
Dasaolu was third in 10.06, with

Gemili fifth, in 10.13, in a race won by
Kemar Bailey-Cole, the Common-
wealth Games champion. Not the
times they wanted, perhaps, but a head
wind and long season, in the case of
Gemili, made things tough.
“I got what I wanted out of the race,

fifth is not bad against a world-class
field,” Gemili said. “It is nice to be a
competitor against these guys instead
of looking on as a fan.”
The British performance of the night

came in the women’s 4 x 100metres re-
lay, where a team of Asha Philip, Ash-
leigh Nelson, Anyika Onuora and De-
siree Henry broke the British record
that was set when winning gold at the
European Championships, beating
teams from Jamaica and the United
States in 42.21.
Rooney will have fond memories of

Zurich for as long as he races after he
finally won the gold medal that had
long eluded him at the European
Championships. Pushing the success
on to the world stage is no easy matter
however. He finished third behind
Kirani James, the Olympic champion,
inBirminghamonSundayandcameup
against the other premier 400 metres
runner in the world last night— LaSh-
awn Merritt.
In truth, it wasn’t a completely fair

fight, with Rooney having expended
most of his emotions at back-to-back
championships andMerritt in searchof
a hefty Diamond League payout as his

season’s main objective. But, having
been given lane three, Rooney was dis-
appointedwithhis fourthplace in45.10.
Merritt won in 44.36, with Gil Roberts
and Isaac Makwala, who had beaten
Rooney in Birmingham too, in second
and third.
“That was poor,” Rooney said. “An

amazing track, amazing standard of
competition but if you give LaShawn
Merritt the first 100, you are not going
to chase him down.”
Rooney’s season is not over yet, as he

runs in Zagreb and Berlin before com-

peting for Europe in the Continental
Cup inMarrakech ina fortnight, but the
aim is already on next year for Rooney,
with the target of closing the gap to
Merritt and James at theWorld Cham-
pionships in Beijing.
“My coach [Rana Reider] really

wants me to attack the race next year,
not beating those guys in the first 200
metres, because it is a 400 metres race,
but at least be in contention and put
those guys under pressure,” he said.
David Rudisha tried different tactics

but failed to overturn his defeat at the

hands of Nijel Amos in the Common-
wealth Games final.
It was the fourth time that Amos,

from Botswana, who was a distant
second when Rudisha broke the 800
metres world record in London two
years ago, has beaten Rudisha this
season, theKenyanhavingmissed all of
last year with a knee injury. Instead of
sitting on the shoulder of the pacemak-
er, Rudisha shadowed Amos this time,
but as Amos kicked off the final bend,
Rudisha could not close on Amos, who
won in 1:43.75.

Athletics
Ron Lewis Athletics Correspondent
Zurich

Making her point: Henry completes victory for the British 4 x 100 metres team in the Diamond League meeting last night

ARND WIEGMANN/REUTERS
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Ffos Las
Going: soft
2.00 (5f) 1, Park Glen (Sam James, 11-4);
2, TheWispe (4-1); 3, Tansfeeq (2-1 fav). 5 ran.
1Ol, 3Kl. N Quinlan.
2.30 (1m) 1, Improvized (M Dwyer, 8-1);
2,Sarlat (50-1); 3,Heartstrings (6-1).WhyNot
Now (4th) 5-4 fav. 10 ran. 2l, 8l. W Muir.
3.00 (1m) 1, Restorer (M Dwyer, 8-1); 2, Bold
(11-10 fav); 3, Split The Atom (2-1). 5 ran.
3l, hd. W Muir.
3.35 (1m 2f) 1, Fair Comment (David Probert,
6-1); 2, Princess Icicle (10-1); 3, LadyGuinevere
(3-1). Helen’s Armada (6th), On Demand (5th)
11-4 jt-fav. 6 ran. 3Kl, Ol. M Blanshard.
4.05 (1m) 1, Merry Me (Jim Crowley, 20-1);
2, Big Baz (5-1); 3, Golden Spear (5-1). Unison
7-2 fav. 10 ran. 2Kl, Kl. A Balding.
4.35 (1m 4f) 1,Reach The Beach (A Kirby, 7-2);
2, Just Duchess (6-1); 3, William Hogarth
(10-11 fav). 5 ran. 5l, 1Nl. B Powell.
5.05 (1m 4f) 1, Le Maitre Chat (A Kirby, 4-1);
2, Dolce N Karama (2-1); 3, Race To Glory
(Evens fav). 5 ran. Ol, 14l. C Cox.
Placepot: £1,747.40. Quadpot: £203.20.

Fontwell Park
Going: good

2.10 (2m 2f 110yd hdle) 1,Marju's Quest (A P
McCoy, 15-8); 2, Workbench (11-8 fav);
3, Double UDot Ede's (16-1). 5 ran. NR: Vedani.
Sh hd, 18l. David Dennis.
2.40 (2m 2f ch) 1, Giant O Murchu (Aidan
Coleman, 100-30); 2, Fitandproperjob (9-1);
3, Try Catch Me (3-1). Fintan (6th) 5-2 fav.
6 ran. NR: Accessallareas. Ol, 10l. Mrs L Hill.
3.15 (2m 4f hdle) 1, Garnock (Jake Hodson,
5-2); 2, Herecomesthebride (13-8 fav);
3, You've Been Mowed (2-1). 6 ran. 10l, 3Nl.
D Bridgwater.
3.45 (2m 6f ch) 1, Leath AcraMor (WKennedy,
2-1); 2, Hi Note (7-4 fav); 3, Border Station
(8-1). 1Ol, 45l. Ian Williams.
4.20 (2m6f 110yd hdle) 1, Finding Your Feet (A
P McCoy, 9-4); 2, Solix (4-1); 3, The Kings
Assassin (6-4 fav). 6 ran. NR: Warsaw Pact.
5l, 3Kl. Jonjo O'Neill.
4.50 (3m 2f 110yd ch) 1, Amroth Bay (Harry
Skelton, 13-8); 2, Crannaghmore Boy (6-5 fav);
3, Cruz On Ted (7-1). 22l, 68l. D Skelton.

5.25 (2m2f 110yd hdle) 1, Couloir Extreme (J E
Moore, 11-10 fav; Rob Wright’s nap);
2, Unidexter (6-1); 3, What's For Tea (20-1).
5 ran. 7l, 26l. G L Moore.
Placepot: £29.30.
Quadpot: £11.40.

Stratford
Going: good

1.50 (2m 110yd hdle) 1, Mr Gallivanter (D C
Costello, 5-4 fav); 2, Jazzy Lady (6-1); 3,
Gimme Five (5-2). 7 ran. NR: Announcement.
4Kl, 3Kl. J Quinn.
2.20 (2m 6f 110yd hdle) 1, Mile House (T J
O’Brien, 6-4 fav); 2, Tinkers Lane (8-1);
3, Supapowers (14-1). 9 ran. 14l, 7l. Robert
Stephens.
2.50 (2m 1f 110yd ch) 1, Nikos Extra (Adam
Wedge, 9-2); 2, Drumlang (4-1); 3, Ulis De
Vassy (2-1 fav). 5 ran. 5l, 6l. A Dunn.
3.25 (2m 3f hdle) 1,Massachusetts (Brendan
Powell, 6-1); 2, The Right Time (7-2);
3, Movementneverlies (9-2). Douchkirk (6th)
11-4 fav. 6 ran. Nk, 15l. B Summers.

3.55 (2m 110yd hdle) 1, Going Nowhere Fast
(Mr J P Williams, 12-1); 2, To The Sky (3-1
fav); 3, Owner Occupier (8-1). 12 ran. NR:
Golan Guy. 1l, 9l. B Llewellyn.
4.25 (2m 7f ch) 1, Kalamill (Peter Carberry,
4-1); 2, Moulin De La Croix (7-1); 3, Another
Kate (8-1). West End (4th) 6-4 fav. 6 ran.
3Nl, 1l. S Lycett.
4.55 (2m 110yd flat) 1, Whatthebutlersaw
(BenFfrenchDavis, 16-1); 2,Oldeddietherebel
(5-2 jt-fav); 3, Celesta (5-2 jt-fav). 7 ran.
NR: Gilly’s Filly. 8l, 2Nl. D Ffrench Davis.
Placepot: £135.50.
Quadpot: £24.00.

Lingfield
Going: soft
4.40 (5f) 1, Escrick (P J Dobbs, 5-4 fav); 2, One
Moment (11-4); 3, Robin Hill (11-4). 6 ran. Ol,
2Ol. D M Simcock.
5.10 (5f) 1, Pharoh Jake (M Harley, 8-1); 2,
Birdie Queen (5-1); 3, Johnny Splash (5-1).
Oscars Journey (4th) 3-1 fav. 10 ran. Nk, 2Ol. J
J Bridger.

5.40 (6f) 1, Lady Phill (Kieren Fox, 20-1); 2, Bint
Malyana (10-1); 3, House Captain (8-1). Strike
ALight (5th) 9-4 fav. 11 ran.NR:WhatADandy.
Nk, hd. M J Attwater.
6.10 (7f) 1, Moonvoy (M Harley, 7-4); 2, New
Identity (5-4 fav); 3, Lostintheclouds (20-1). 8
ran. 2Kl, 2Kl. J Noseda.
6.40 (1m 7f 169yd) 1, Saborido (P J Dobbs, 3-1);
2, Ex Oriente (11-4 fav); 3, Wall Street Boss
(4-1). 7 ran. 1N, Ol. Mrs A J Perrett.
7.10 (1m4f) 1,Zinnobar (Danny Brock, 4-1); 2=,
Giant Sequoia (9-4 fav); 2=, Rajeh (10-1); . 11
ran. 2N, dht. J G Portman.
7.40 (1m 2f) 1, Benoordenhout (Oisin Murphy,
7-4 fav); 2, Saturation Point (9-2); 3, Silken
Waters (10-1). 8 ran. Ol, 2Kl. J G Portman.
Placepot: £43.20.
Quadpot: £11.30.

Hamilton
Going: good to soft
4.45 (6f 5yd) 1, Risen Sun (J Fanning, 2-1 fav);
2, Hard N Sharp (7-1); 3, Go Dan Go (9-1). 8 ran.
4Kl, 3Ol. M Johnston.

5.20 (6f 5yd) 1, Red Tide (Jordan Nason, 11-1);
2, White Flag (10-1); 3, Skinny Latte (25-1).
Cahal (6th) 10-3 fav. 12 ran. Nk, Ol. Mrs
Marjorie Fife.
5.50 (1m 65yd) 1, Paddy’s Rock (Rowan Scott,
9-4 fav); 2, Rock Band (13-2); 3, Benidorm
(11-1). 10 ran. Ol, 2N. Mrs A Duffield.
6.20 (1m 1f 36yd) 1, Jalingo (J Fanning, 8-1); 2,
Lord Franklin (8-1); 3, Henpecked (17-2).
Coincidently (5th) 7-4 fav. 9 ran. NR: Argaki,
Dark Crystal, Silver Duke. 4Kl,Kl. M Johnston.
6.50 (1m 4f 17yd) 1, Geanie Mac (Samantha
Bell, 7-1); 2, In Vino Veritas (5-1); 3, Harrison’s
Cave (7-1). KingOfParadise (6th) 7-2 fav. 7 ran.
NR: Schmooze, St Ignatius. Ol, 6l. Miss L A
Perratt.
7.20 (6f 5yd) 1, Showtime Star (K Fallon, 4-6
fav); 2, Clabare (12-1); 3, Bannock Town
(100-1). 5 ran. NR: Bifocal. 6l, 12l. G A
Swinbank.
7.50 (5f 4yd) 1, New Lease Of Life (G Bartley,
6-1); 2, Pull The Pin (9-4 fav); 3, Tadalavil (9-1).
8 ran. NR: Busy Bimbo, Lord Buffhead, Wicked
Wilma. 3Ol, nk. J S Goldie.
Placepot: £253.20.
Quadpot: £25.00.

Yesterday’s racing results

Rob Wright’s midday update
thetimes.co.uk/sportsbook

Blinkered first time: Bangor 2.20 Spin Cast. 2.50 Apache
Dawn. Salisbury 5.40 Indian Joe, Constant Applause. 6.10
Arthur’s Way. 7.10 Laugharne. Thirsk 2.10 Kidmeforever.
2.40 Red Majesty. 3.50 Head Space. 4.25 Angels Calling.
Wolverhampton 6.30 Tabjeel. 7.00 Skytrain. 7.30 Macar-
thurs Park. 8.00 Time For Crabbies.

Thirsk
Rob Wright
2.10 Indian Keys 4.25 Native Falls
2.40 Deerfield 4.55 Longshadow (nap)
3.15 Orpsie Boy 5.25 It’s All A Game
3.50 Liberty Jack 5.55 Mount Cheiron
Going: good Tote Jackpot meeting
Draw: 6f, high numbers best Racing UK

2.10 Maiden Claiming Stakes
(2-Y-O: £3,881: 6f) (11)

1 (10) 30423 WESTHOUGHTON 17 (BF) D O'Meara 9-12 D Tudhope
2 (4) 0 STAR PURSUITS 92 (BF) N Quinlan 9-5 T Atkinson (5)
3 (3) 54402 DESIGNATE 11 (T,B) R Beckett 9-2 G Gibbons
4 (9) 43220 INDIAN KEYS 27 K A Ryan 9-2 J P Spencer
5 (6) 24455 STRATEGIC ORDER 13 P Midgley 9-0 G Lee
6 (5) 500 ANETO PEAK 16 N Tinkler 8-13 A Nicholls
7 (1) 06 EQUIAIRE 48 J Weymes 8-11 P Makin
8 (8) 60343 ASTREA 41 N Tinkler 8-7 A Mullen
9 (2) 4405 SNOWAY 14 (BF) T Coyle 8-7 B McHugh
10(11) 25330 KIDMEFOREVER 20 (B) J Moore 8-6 Luke Morris
11 (7) 40035 LUCILLA AURELIUS 4 (P) T Coyle 8-6 P P Mathers

3-1 Designate, 100-30 Indian Keys, 7-2 Strategic Order, 7-1 Westhoughton,
8-1 Star Pursuits, 9-1 Kidmeforever, 14-1 Lucilla Aurelius, 22-1 others.

2.40 Maiden Stakes (2-Y-O: £4,204: 1m) (14)

1 (13) 4 AZZIR 21 T Jarvis 9-5 P Mulrennan
2 (1) 02 DEERFIELD 20 (BF) C Appleby 9-5 P Makin
3 (14) 0 EGMONT 22 G M Moore 9-5 D Tudhope
4 (10) 0 GAME SHOW 11 C Appleby 9-5 A Ajtebi
5 (4) 46 LANDWADE LAD 37 J Fanshawe 9-5 S W Kelly
6 (7) 40 LOOM OF LIFE 41 R Fahey 9-5 D Nolan
7 (11) 0 RED MAJESTY 30 (V) K A Ryan 9-5 J P Spencer
8 (5) 04 REFERENDUM 16 Sir M Stoute 9-5 S Sanders
9 (2) 00 TED LARKIN 18 Richard Guest 9-5 R Winston
10(12) THOWAR (H) K A Ryan 9-5 T Eaves
11 (6) 00 WARAPITO 56 Richard Guest 9-5 N Farley (3)
12 (9) 62 WHO'STHEDUDE 15 R Beckett 9-5 Doubtful
13 (8) NEWGATE PRINCESS T Coyle 9-0 B McHugh
14 (3) 46 SWEET TALKER 16 T Easterby 9-0 D Allan

3-1 Deerfield, 9-2 Loom Of Life, 6-1 Landwade Lad, Referendum, 7-1 others.

3.15 Handicap (£4,851: 7f) (13)

1 (12) 600-5 REPOSER 14 (D) K Dalgleish 6-9-12 T Eaves
2 (8) 35025 GREEN HOWARD 20 (D) R Bastiman 6-9-12 D Tudhope
3 (13) 11026 TRUE PLEASURE 23 (D) J Bethell 7-9-11 P McDonald
4 (2) 36302 MILLKWOOD 27 John Davies 4-9-7 P Makin
5 (11) 30000 LEWISHAM 20 D Nicholls 4-9-7 A Nicholls
6 (1) 14260 CARA'S REQUEST 14 (D) M Dods 9-9-5 C Beasley (3)
7 (10) 02006 SNOW BAY 7 (CD) P Midgley 8-9-4 G Lee
8 (7) 05630 LILAC LACE 20 (H,C,D) T Easterby 4-9-4

Rachel Richardson (7)
9 (3) 56153 ORPSIE BOY 20 (CD) Mrs R Carr 11-9-1 Luke Morris
10 (4) 10-40 DESTINATION AIM 63 (CD) F Watson 7-8-12 J Hart
11 (6) 01042 ALMANACK 10 I Williams 4-8-11 J P Spencer
12 (9) U0164 ICEBLAST 15 (C,D) M W Easterby 6-8-10 G Gibbons
13 (5) 50213 SMART ALEC 2 (D) G A Swinbank 3-8-5 D Allan

6-1 Almanack, 7-1 Smart Alec, Cara's Request, Green Howard, 8-1 others.

3.50 Handicap
(£7,762: 6f) (20)

1 (14) 40110 COMPTON PARK 13 (T,D,BF) L Eyre 7-9-12 D Allan
2 (20) 000-0 RODRIGO DE TORRES 13 (D) J Murray 7-9-9 J Hart
3 (15) 0220- MEHDI 349 (T,D,BF) R Fahey 5-9-9 J Garritty (5)
4 (2) 51004 TUMBLEWIND 60 (C) R Whitaker 4-9-9 G Chaloner (3)
5 (13) 00040 PICTURE DEALER 34 (D) L Pearce 5-9-8 Doubtful
6 (6) 11014 MY NAME IS RIO 25 (CD) M Dods 4-9-6 P Mulrennan
7 (10) -5430 MISSISSIPPI 20 T D Barron 5-9-6 G Gibbons
8 (5) 33040 HADAJ 34 (B,D) Mrs R Carr 5-9-6 C Beasley (3)
9 (4) 00003 CHOOSEDAY 13 (T,D) K A Ryan 5-9-5 J P Spencer
10 (3) -0000 CAN YOU CONGA 13 (D) M W Easterby 4-9-5 P Makin
11(12) 64102 LIBERTY JACK 7 (H,P) J Boyle 4-9-5 Stephen Craine
12(16) 42430 DARK CASTLE 33 (D) M D Hammond 5-9-4 P McDonald
13 (9) 1-000 ROCKSILLA 52 (D) C Wall 4-9-4 S Sanders
14(19) 10610 KEEP IT DARK 91 (D,BF) T Coyle 5-9-4 Doubtful
15 (1) 31062 ADAM'S ALE 24 (D) P Midgley 5-9-3 R Winston
16(17) 01400 ROTHESAY CHANCER 20 J Goldie 6-9-1 G Lee
17 (7) 51261 BAJAN BEAR 25 (D) D Nicholls 6-9-1 A Nicholls
18(18) 00535 HEAD SPACE 4 (B,D) Mrs R Carr 6-9-1 J Sullivan
19 (8) 22544 CRUISE TOTHELIMIT 13 (D) I Williams 6-8-13

Luke Morris
20(11) 0-000 SACROSANCTUS 50 (P,D) S Dixon 6-8-13 M Hopkins (5)

8-1 Chooseday, Liberty Jack, 10-1 Adam's Ale, Compton Park, My Name Is Rio,
11-1 Bajan Bear, Tumblewind, 14-1 Cruise Tothelimit, Dark Castle, Hadaj,
Mehdi, Mississippi, Rocksilla, 16-1 others.

4.25 Classified Selling Stakes
(£2,587: 6f) (7)

1 (2) 54401 LIVE DANGEROUSLY 7 K Dalgleish 4-9-5 T Eaves
2 (4) 11630 EMILY DAVISON 14 (P,D) Mrs K Tutty 3-9-2 Gemma Tutty (5)
3 (1) 21004 EPIC VOYAGE 9 (B,D) B Ellison 3-9-2 P McDonald
4 (3) 50614 HENKE 19 (P) N Tinkler 3-9-2 J Hart
5 (7) 12250 NATIVE FALLS 7 G A Swinbank 3-9-2 D Allan
6 (6) 04466 ANGELS CALLING 7 (B,D) K Burke 4-8-13

Rob J Fitzpatrick (5)
7 (5) 50540 FIZZOLO 14 Mrs K Tutty 3-8-10 B McHugh

9-4Native Falls, 100-30 Live Dangerously, 4-1 Epic Voyage, 6-1Angels Calling,
Emily Davison, 10-1 Henke, 25-1 Fizzolo.

4.55 Handicap (£4,851: 2m) (16)

1 (1) -0000 AGREEMENT 15 J J Quinn 4-10-0 I Brennan
2 (16) 14-06 CHEVALGRIS 12 G A Swinbank 4-9-12 D Allan
3 (3) 13266 ROSAIRLIE 24 (D) M D Hammond 6-9-12 T Eaves
4 (6) 06033 EBONY EXPRESS 24 G A Swinbank 5-9-11 J P Spencer
5 (9) 23253 NASHVILLE 20 (D) R Fahey 5-9-10 J Garritty (5)
6 (5) 60001 RIPTIDE 29 (V,D) M Scudamore 8-9-10 S Sanders
7 (8) 53225 BEAT THE TIDE 15 M Dods 4-9-10 P Mulrennan
8 (12) 14133 LONGSHADOW 9 (V,CD,BF) J Ward 4-9-10 P McDonald
9 (15) 140-3 BIG TIME BILLY 15 (V,D) A Phillips 8-9-7 S Bowen (7)
10(14) 54-01 CALEDONIA 76 (D) J Goldie 7-9-7 G Lee
11 (2) 56225 DR IRV 24 (CD) P Kirby 5-9-7 Megan Carberry (7)
12 (4) 36112 PRECISION STRIKE 12 (V) Richard Guest 4-9-6 R Winston
13(11) 46613 ALBONNY 22 (D) T Jarvis 5-9-6 D Tudhope
14 (7) 04634 BOWDLER'S MAGIC 15 (T,CD) D Thompson 7-9-5

R Da Silva
15(13) -4311 DEAUVILLE DANCER 15 (D) Sir M Prescott 3-9-0

Luke Morris
16(10) 62213 KIRKMAN 15 (D) J Bethell 3-8-4 J Sullivan

13-2 Deauville Dancer, 15-2 Caledonia, 8-1 Nashville, Riptide, 9-1
Longshadow, 10-1 Dr Irv, 11-1 Beat The Tide, Ebony Express, 12-1 others.

5.25 Handicap
(Div I: 3-Y-O: £3,408: 1m) (11)

1 (1) 33245 BEAUTIFUL STRANGER 83 (P) K Dalgleish 9-7
T Eaves

2 (2) 44435 RANGI CHASE 26 R Fahey 9-6 J Garritty (5)
3 (8) 65540 SCRUTINY 5 D O'Meara 9-4 D Tudhope
4 (4) 24506 PLAYTOTHEWHISTLE 11 B Smart 9-1 P Mulrennan
5 (5) 24333 BALTIC FIRE 10 (P,BF) K Burke 8-13 J Haynes (3)
6 (3) -4130 SOOQAAN 55 (CD) M Brittain 8-12 P McDonald
7 (6) 503 NORFOLK SOUND 14 C Wall 8-11 A Morgan (3)
8 (7) 35063 IT'S ALL A GAME 18 (B,D) Richard Guest 8-9 J Hart
9 (11) 00323 BERTHA BURNETT 18 B Rothwell 8-9 C Beasley (3)
10(10) 30000 KRAKA GYM 45 (B,D) M W Easterby 8-6 B McHugh
11 (9) -5340 VALE MENTOR 22 (P,BF) T Easterby 8-2 I Brennan

5-1 Norfolk Sound, 11-2 Baltic Fire, 6-1 Rangi Chase, Scrutiny, 15-2 Sooqaan,
8-1 Beautiful Stranger, It's All A Game, 10-1 Bertha Burnett, 14-1 others.

5.55 Handicap
(Div II: 3-Y-O: £3,408: 1m) (10)

1 (8) 00-66 PRESIDENTE 37 (BF) E Walker 9-7 Luke Morris
2 (3) 50360 DISCLOSURE 12 (H) L Eyre 9-5 G Lee
3 (4) 610-2 AHOY THERE 18 (D) T Tate 9-4 A Elliott
4 (2) 04600 QUASQAZAH 13 Mrs R Carr 9-1 J Sullivan
5 (7) 00-0 SAVANNA SPRING 61 T Jarvis 9-0 P Mulrennan
6 (9) 43140 TAMAYUZ MAGIC 22 (B,D) M W Easterby 8-13

G Gibbons
7 (10) 13035 DUTCH LADY 28 (CD,BF) J Holt 8-12 P P Mathers
8 (6) 03420 MOUNT CHEIRON 2 (P) Mrs D Sayer 8-10 E Sayer (5)
9 (1) 40024 TORTOISE 18 (B,D) Richard Guest 8-8 J Hart
10 (5) 03226 SICILIAN BAY 20 P Midgley 8-6 P McDonald

5-1 Tamayuz Magic, 11-2 Ahoy There, Mount Cheiron, 6-1 Dutch Lady,
13-2 Presidente, 7-1 Tortoise, 8-1 Sicilian Bay, 9-1 Disclosure, 14-1 Savanna
Spring, 16-1 Quasqazah.

End to ‘civil war’ may curb Wales exodus
Rugby union
Owen Slot
Chief Rugby Correspondent

The drain of players that has seen
Wales’s leading internationals leave the
country to play abroad should be
reduced to a comparative trickle after
the warring political factions in the
game finally signed a £60million
mutual agreement yesterday that is
inked in for the next six years.
Themost immediate changebrought

about by the end of the “civil war”
between the Wales Rugby Union
(WRU) and the four regions is that Sam
Warburton, the Wales captain, is
released from the purgatory of being
unable to play, and hewill now turn out
forCardiffBlues in their last pre-season
match tonight, against Leicester at

Welford Road. Previously, the regions
had agreed not to allow any playerwith
a central contract to represent them.
In the longer term, Welsh rugby has

reachedanagreementwhere the finan-
ces are approved by both sides of the
divide, so amore lucrative future canbe
promised to players who are tempted
abroad. Leigh Halfpenny, Jonathan
Davies and Richard Hibbard were just
three of Warren Gatland’s established
internationals who left for French and
English clubs at the end of last season.
Equally important in the attempt to

plug the talent drain is a new ruling,
dubbed “Gatland’s Law”, under which
players plying their tradeoutsideWales
will be unavailable for selection for the
national team.
Gatland’s Law is a variation on the

agreement in English rugby that
excludes players outside the Aviva
Premiership from consideration and
has left Steffon Armitage, at Toulon,
frozen out of contention. The Welsh
versionwill be applied less rigidly, but it
is a statement of intent and should
mean fewer players leaving and a num-
ber of Lions returning when their con-
tracts are up. Welsh players already
under contract to foreign clubs will not
have the new deal imposed on them.
Also in the contract is a limit to the

numberof non-Welshplayers that each
region are allowed on their payroll.
This has been an issue of intense nego-
tiation in recent months; the final deal
is that each region can sign up to six
foreign players plus another two who
have completed three years’ residency.
As a loud sigh of relief is heard in

Wales, the new Rugby Services Agree-
mentwill be a test of how smaller rugby
economies can withstand the market
forces of the modern professional

game. In Australia, a number of senior
players havequit international rugby in
order to earn better salaries abroad;
South African players are scattered
around Europe and Japan, though, the
Springboks management will still
select players who are based abroad.
“Wewill do everything to ensure that

playing in Wales remains as attractive
as possible,” Roger Lewis, the chief ex-
ecutive of the WRU, said yesterday.
The offer put forward by the joint

agreement includes close control over
the number of games players will play.
It also includes a systemwhereby ten to
fifteen senior players will be placed on
dual contracts. The players nominated
for dual contracts will be selected by
Gatland, the Wales coach.
Lewis, however, acknowledged that

Waleswouldstill notbeable tocompete
with the biggest contracts beingoffered
by French clubs and said exceptions to
Gatland’s Law would be made on a
case-by-case basis, if Welsh players
were offered terms abroad with which
the Welsh system could not compete.
“The Wales coach cannot be ham-

strung by such a policy,” he said. “We
cannotandwill notblackmail players in
this context. It’s got to be fair. It would
backfire on us if wewere draconian and
prescriptive on such a policy. There are
things we know will not be possible to
achieve.”Topof that list is financial par-
ity with French clubs, but in conceding
as much, Welsh rugby hopes to have
stolen a march on France. You can see
why French international rugby is fail-
ing because the clubs have gone out
with the cheque book,” Lewis said.
Wales have opted for a different ap-

proach. In getting this deal over the
line, it is trying toprotect its assets, even
if it cannot always afford to keep them.

ANDREW MATTHEWS/PA

Disappearing talent:Halfpenny was among a trio of outstanding internationals
who left Wales to accept lucrative club contracts at the end of last season

The new deal in numbers

11
Number of years since Wales played
A-team fixtures. The A-team will be
resurrected in the new agreement

40
The number of meetings between
Roger Lewis (WRU) and Nigel Short
(regions chairman) in eight months

£8.7m
The annual funding to go to the
regions, guaranteed to be spent on
Welsh qualified players

£60m
The value of the new participation
agreement
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World-beaters or a world away?
Richard Hobson looks at candidates for
England’s World Cup XI and measures how
they stack up against the best

37.79
77.98

Alastair Cook, opener
Status Certain starter
Average
Strike rate
World ranking 22

The best in the world
David Warner (Aus) Average 31.39, strike rate 82.39

36.89
76.03

Ian Bell, No 3
Status Probable
Average
Strike rate
World ranking 23

England alternative Gary Ballance Average 28.22, Strike
rate 71.95 or James Taylor Average 13.00, Strike rate 52.00

The best in the world
Virat Kohli (Ind). Average 51.68, Strike rate 89.82

24.83 (ball)

31.40

James Tredwell, spin bowler
Status Probable
Average
Strike rate
World ranking 13 (ball)

England alternative
Moeen Ali Average 13.66, Strike rate 20.00 (ball)

The best in the world
Saeed Ajmal (Pak). Average 22.24, Strike rate 32.20

28.91 (ball)

35.00

James Anderson, fast bowler
Status Probable
Average
Strike rate
World ranking 3

England alternative
Steven Finn Average 27.74, Strike rate 35.30 (ball)

The best in the world James Anderson

34.17
79.34

Joe Root, No 4
Status Certain
Average
Strike rate
World ranking 42

The best in the world
AB de Villiers (SA). Average 50.38, Strike rate 95.04

28.37 (ball) 32.50

Stuart Broad, fast bowler
Status Certain
Average
World ranking 40 (ball)

The best in the world
Mitchell Johnson (Aus). Average 26.09, Strike rate 32.20

39.92
91.68

Eoin Morgan, No 5
Status Certain
Average
Strike rate
World ranking 18

The best in the world
Kumar Sangakkara (Sri). Average 40.25, Strike rate 77.56

31.81 (ball)
33.2

Chris Jordan, fast bowler
Status Possible
Average
Strike rate
World ranking 54 (ball)

England alternative
Chris Woakes Average 32.05, Strike rate 34.2 (ball)

The best in the world
Dale Steyn (SA). Average 26.20, Strike rate 32.40 (ball)

40.00
63.49

Alex Hales, opener
Status Probable
Average
Strike rate
World ranking unranked after one game
England alternative James Vince (uncapped)

15.00 34.37
35.272.81

World ranking 180 (bat) and 98 (ball)

England alternative
Ravi Bopara. Average 31.44, Strike rate 78.39 (bat).
Average 37.45, Strike rate 46.0 (ball)

The best in the world
Angelo Mathews (Sri). Average 38.13, Strike rate

84.09 (bat). Average 35.52, Strike rate 47.0 (ball)

Hashim Amla (SA). Average
55.22, Strike rate 89.96

England alternative 
Moeen Ali Average 

The best in the world 
Saeed Ajmal

England alternative 
Steven Finn

The best in the world 

Stuart Broad
Status Certain
Average 
World ranking 

The best in the world 
Mitchell Johnson

England alternative 
Chris Woakes

The best in the world 
Dale Steyn

63.49
unranked after one game

James Vince (uncapped)

World ranking 

England alternative 
Ravi Bopara
Average 

The best in the world 
Angelo Mathews

84.09 (bat). Average 

77.98

82.39

76.03

28.22, Strike 
, Strike rate 52.00

89.82

79.34

95.04

91.68

, Strike rate 77.56

Hashim Amla (SA). Average
      55.22, Strike rate 

 (SA). Average
, Strike rate 89.96

31.45

126.67

Jos Buttler, wicket keeper
Status Certain
Average
Strike rate
World ranking 32 (bat)

The best in the world
Mahendra Singh Dhoni (Ind). Average 53.27,
Strike rate 89.31

BowlingBatting

The best in the world

Strike rate

Ben Stokes, all rounder
Status Possible

Average
Strike rate
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Taylor can prove giant in middle England

I
n a parallel universe, the sun
would have shone at Bristol on
bank holiday Monday and Eng-
land and India would have got on
with the start of the Royal London

One-Day Series. Test Match Special
wouldnothavebeen leftwithairtime to
kill and Graeme Swann and Michael
Vaughan would not have indulged in
thematey banter that led to a complete
dismissal of England’s World Cup
prospects.
Even after Swann declared that his

former team-mates do not have “a cat
in hell’s chance” of winning the tourna-
ment, England might have shifted the
agenda that rainy afternoon bymaking
a player available to the media instead
of leaving the ground without a press
conference.
So if they are unhappy with the

publicity—andAlastairCook is clearly

angry that his “so-called friend” in
Swann called for the captain to be
dispensed with — they have them-
selves to blame.
But it is what it is, as Cook is prone to

saying, and the 133-rundefeat inCardiff
on Wednesday served to remind of
England’s old failings and added
unhappy credence to Swann’s view
about the fate that awaits.
Here, The Times examines where

things stand with a maximum of 15
one-day internationals to go before
England begin the tournament against
Australia inMelbourne onFebruary 14.

batting
Cook shows no sign of stepping down
and the selectors have given no hint of
replacing him. In that sense, the
argument is redundant. Cook is not as
unworthy as his critics suggest. Since
returning to the side in 2011, his strike-
rate is 81 runs per hundred balls; that of
David Warner, the flamboyant Austra-
lian, is only slightly higher at 82.39.
The trouble is that Cook remains

short of his best form and is simply not
a hitter, as a total of nine sixes in 83
games testifies. When he did look in
good touch in Australia last winter, he
failed to build on promising starts. Alex

Hales will take some of the pressure off
him and made an assured 40 two days
ago when he outlasted the supposed
technicians.
In truth, England have been found

wantingmoreoften in themiddleovers.
Of those on theoutside, JamesTaylor is
notmerely in superb form.His one-day
statistics are eye-catching, his power
oozes timing and his lack of height will
upset bowlers’ lengths. He deserves an
opportunity in the seven-match series
in Sri Lanka this year.
Joe Root and Eoin Morgan will play,

but the No6 six slot hits the crux of
England’s problem. However options
are permed, the team will lack either a
batsman who can clear the ropes or a
fifth ten-over banker with the ball.
Theywill enduphaving to compromise
a strength; that or recall Ravi Bopara.

wicketkeeper
No debate here. The danger is an
overreliance on Jos Buttler.

spin bowling
James Tredwell has becomemore than
just a steady operator. “Tricky Tred-
ders,” Cook calls him. Only the Austra-
lians have really gone after him
successfully for any length of time. On

occasion (suchas in India in 2012-13) he
has outbowled more illustrious names.
He is vulnerable not because of any

personal failings, but through that
absenceof an establishedpace-bowling
all-rounder. If England feel that they
cannot trust Ben Stokes as a fourth
seam bowler or ChrisWoakes as a No7
batsman, Moeen Ali may replace
Tredwell in the interests of balance.

fast bowlers
Potentially, this is England’s strength,
and they should play to it. The bowling
attack lacked depth in Cardiff, but if
Stuart Broad recovers from knee
surgery and Steven Finn regains confi-
dence, it will have a much sharper,
wicket-taking edge. Those two, and
James Anderson, have strike-rates of
better thanawicketevery sixovers.The
cliché about taking wickets to halt the
run-rate is true.
HarryGurney has a good slower ball

as well as his left-arm angle. Stokes has
endured a tough few months, but
Woakes is an understated cricketer
who is moving forward and rated
within the group. That career momen-
tum is invaluable entering a tourna-
ment. Whatever they do, England
cannot afford simply to bowl length to

batsmen who will happily drive them
into the stands.

conclusion
Is Swann right? Of course not, if you
take him literally. India were rank
outsiders when they won the World
Cup in 1983, and Pakistan faced near-
elimination at the group stage before
triumphing nine years later.
The structure this time means that

England can bumble through the first
phase simply by beating Scotland,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh. From
then on, it is a matter of playing well
enough for three games.As an example
of how intrinsically good players can
find form, remember that Cook struck
back-to-back one-day hundreds
against Pakistan in 2012.
Conditions in Australia and New

Zealand will suit themmore than most
of their rivals, and they have an envia-
ble period of preparation undisturbed
by Test commitments. Even so, they
should be farther forward than they
are. Only twice have they chased 300
to win, and not since 2007. Batting
against spin remains problematic, and
Swann was right in demanding more
firepower. From this far out, my
prediction is a semi-final defeat.

Removal of the captain
is not an issue as
England look to win
their first World Cup,
writes Richard Hobson
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Football

Europa League qualifying
Fourth round, second leg
Tottenham (1) 3 AEL Limassol (0) 0
Kane 45, Paulinho 49
Townsend 66 (pen)

29,976

(Tottenham won 5-1 on agg)

Hull City (1) 2 Lokeren SNW (0) 1
Brady 6, 56
18,149

Remacle 49

Sent off:Y Sagbo (Hull City) 71
(Lokeren SNW won 2-2 on agg with away
goals)
Other results: Lokomotiv Moscow 1 Apollon
Limassol 4 (Apollon Limassolwon 5-2 on agg);
Neftchi 1 Partizan Belgrade 2 (Partizan
Belgrade won 5-3 on agg); Omonia Nicosia 1
DynamoMoscow 2 (DynamoMoscowwon 4-3
on agg); Astra Ploiesti 0 Lyons 1 (Astra
Ploiesti won 2-2 on agg with away goal rule);
PAOKSalonika 4Zimbru Chisinau 0 (PAOKSa-
lonika won 4-1 on agg); Rostov 0 Trabzonspor
0 (Trabzonspor won 2-0 on agg); Hajduk Split
0 Dnipro 0 (Dnipro won 2-1 on agg); Shakhter
Soligorsk 0 PSV Eindhoven 2 (PSV won 3-0 on
agg); Sheriff Tiraspol 0 Rijeka 3 (Rijeka won
4-0 on agg); Twente 1 Karabakh-Azersu 1
(Karabakh-Azersu won 1-1 on agg with away
goal rule);Maccabi Tel Aviv 3 Asteras Tripoli 1
(Asteras Tripoli win 3-3 on aggwith away goal
rule); Midtjylland 1 Panathinaikos 2
(Panathinaikos won 6-2 on agg); Feyenoord 4
Zorya Luhansk 3 (Feyenoord won 5-4 on agg);
InterMilan6Stjarnan0 (Interwon9-0onagg).

Athletics
IIAAF Diamond League
Zurich (Top three only): Men: 100m: Race 1: 1,
C Ujah (GB) 10.16 sec; 2, C Martina (Neth); 3 ,

R Bailey (US) 10.22. Race 2: 1, K Bailey-Cole
(Jam) 9.96; 2, M Rodgers (US) 10.05; 3, J
Dasaolu (GB) 10.06. 200m: 1, A Edward (Pana-
ma) 19.95sec; 2, N Ashmeade (Jam) 20.01; 3,
R Dwyer (Jam) 20.21. 400m: 1, L Merritt (US)
44.36sec; 2,GRoberts (US)44.96; 3. IMakwala
(Bots) 45.03. 400m hurdles: 1, C Fredericks
(SA) 48.25sec; 2, M Tinsley (US) 48.31; 3, J
Culson (P Rico) 48.53. Triple Jump: 1, C Taylor
(US) 17.51m; 2, B Compaore (Fr) 17.45; 3, W
Claye (US) 17.39. Shot: 1, R Hoffa (US)
21.88m; 2,DStorl (Ger) 21.47; 3, JKovacs (US)
21.43. Women: 1,500m: 1, J Simpson (US)
3min 59.92sec; 2, S Rowbury (US) 3:59.93; 3, V
Jelagat Kibiwot (Ken) 4:00.46. 3,000m stee-
plechase: 1, H Ghribi (Tun) 9min 15.23sec; 2, H
Ayalew (Eth) 9:19.29; 3, S Assefa (Eth)
9:19.79. Pole vault: 1, F Murer (Br) 4.72m; 2, J
Suhr (US) 4.67; 3=, N Kyriakopoulou (Gr) 4.67;
K Stefanidi (Gr) 4.67. Discus: 1, S Perkovic
(Cro) 68.36m; 2, G Lewis-Smallwood (US)
67.32; 3, D Samuels (Aus) 64.86. Long Jump:
1, I Spanovic (Serbia) 6.80m; 2, T Barloletta
(US) 6.76; 3, B Reese (USA) 6.66.

Cricket
Royal London Cup
Quarter-finals
Yorkshire v Durham
Headingley (Yorkshire won toss): Durham
beat Yorkshire by 31 runs
Durham Jets (balls)
*M D Stoneman c Ballance b Pyrah 102 (120)
†P Mustard c Bairstow b Rashid 23 (37)
C S MacLeod b Patterson 4 (14)
S G Borthwick c Bresnan b Rashid 10 (24)
P D Collingwood c Ballance b Brooks 38 (44)
K K Jennings c and b Pyrah 2 (6)
G J Muchall c Williamson b Pyrah 26 (21)
G R Breese c Bresnan b Patterson 13 (13)
J W Hastings b Patterson 6 (6)
P Coughlin not out 2 (3)
C Rushworth b Pyrah 3 (4)

Extras (b 4, lb 2, w 2) 8
Total (48.4 overs) 237
Fall of wickets: 1-57, 2-69, 3-98, 4-178, 5-182,
6-184, 7-208, 8-223, 9-232.
Bowling: Bresnan 9-0-51-0; Brooks 9-1-46-1;
Patterson 10-1-39-3; Pyrah 9.4-0-51-4; Rashid
10-0-37-2; Lyth 1-0-7-0.
Yorkshire Vikings (balls)
A Lyth c Mustard b Hastings 28 (28)
A Z Lees c Stoneman b Rushworth 49 (88)
K S Williamson c Mustard b Hastings 0 (1)
G S Ballance c Coughlin b Borthwick 61 (89)
†J M Bairstow c Mustard b Rushworth0 (2)
*A W Gale st Mustard b Breese 0 (6)
A U Rashid c Muchall b Collingwood 6 (17)
T T Bresnan b Collingwood 12 (13)
R M Pyrah not out 29 (28)
S A Patterson b Rushworth 8 (13)
J A Brooks run out 0 (4)
Extras (lb 6, w 7) 13
Total (48.1 overs) 206
Fall ofwickets:1-58, 2-58, 3-133, 4-133, 5-138,
6-147, 7-168, 8-170, 9-204.
Bowling: Coughlin 4-0-34-0; Rushworth
7.1-1-23-3; Breese 10-1-31-1; Hastings
9-0-38-2; Collingwood 10-0-29-2; Borthwick
8-0-45-1.
Umpires: M J D Bodenham and N G C Cowley.

Essex v Warwickshire
Chelmsford (Essex won toss): Warwickshire
beat Essex by 67 runs

Birmingham Bears (balls)
*V Chopra c Masters b Westley 36 (60)
W T S Porterfield c Ryder b Westley 27 (40)
I J L Trott c Foster b Topley 61 (68)
R Clarke c Napier b Topley 68 (84)
F R J Coleman c and b Masters 7 (6)
L J Evans c Ryder b Topley 9 (15)
A Javid not out 20 (15)
J S Patel c Phillips b Napier 5 (3)
†P J McKay not out 22 (9)
Extras (lb 2, w 14) 16

Total (7 wkts, 50 overs) 271
O J Hannon-Dalby andWB Rankin did not bat.
Fall ofwickets:1-62, 2-67, 3-180, 4-187, 5-216,
6-227, 7-235.
Bowling: Napier 10-0-58-1; Masters 10-0-
70-1; Ryder 3-0-12-0; Westley 9-0-37-2;
Phillips 8-0-36-0; Topley 10-0-56-3.
Essex Eagles (balls)
M L Pettini c McKay b Hannon-Dalby 6 (20)
T Westley lbw b Clarke 5 (4)
R S Bopara c Chopra b Rankin 20 (28)
G M Smith b Clarke 10 (13)
J D Ryder c Chopra b Hannon-Dalby 90 (95)
†J S Foster c Hannon-Dalby b Clarke 19 (39)
*R N Ten Doeschate lbw b Patel 19 (25)
G R Napier c Porterfield b Hannon-Dalby21 (25)
T J Phillips run out 1 (1)
D D Masters c Rankin b Hannon-Dalby4 (6)
R J W Topley not out 0 (0)
Extras (lb 3, w 6) 9
Total (42.4 overs) 204
Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-12, 3-38, 4-58, 5-106,
6-160, 7-189, 8-193, 9-204.
Bowling: Clarke 10-2-40-3; Hannon-Dalby
8.4-1-44-4; Trott 5-0-23-0; Rankin 8-0-35-1;
Patel 8-1-39-1; Javid 3-0-20-0.
Umpires: N A Mallender and D J Millns.

Cycling
Vuelta a España
Sixth stage (Benalmádena to La Zubia,
167.7km): 1, A Valverde (Sp, Movistar) 4hr
35min 27sec; 2, C Froome (GB, TeamSky); 3, A
Contador (Sp, Tinkoff-Saxo) both same time.
Leading overall positions: 1, Valverde
22:48:08; 2, Quintana at 15sec behind; 3,
Contador 18; 4, Froome 22.

Golf
European Tour Italian Open
Turin: Leading first-round scores: 66: F

Molinari (It), B Wiesberger (Austria). 67: R
Ramsay (GB), H Otto (SA), R Bland (GB), J
Hahn (US), G Maybin (GB).

Tennis
US Open
Flushing Meadows, New York: Second round:
Men: S Querrey (US) bt G García-López (Sp)
6-3, 6-4, 6-4; K Nishikori (Japan) bt P Andújar
(Sp)6-4, 6-1;PKohlschreiber (Ger)btMLlodra
(Fr) 6-2 retired; J Isner (US) bt J-L Struff (Ger)
7-6, 6-4, 6-2; P Carreno-Busta (Sp) bt B Paire
(Fr) 6-1, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3; J-W Tsonga (Fr) bt A
Nedovyesov (Kaz) 6-3, 6-4, 6-4; N Djokovic
(Serbia) bt P-H Mathieu (Fr) 6-1, 6-3, 6-0.
Women: F Pennetta (It) bt S Rogers (US) 6-4,
6-3; C Dellacqua (Aus) bt Qiang Wang (China)
4-6, 6-4, 6-2; E Vesnina (Russ) bt M
Erakovic (NZ) 7-5, 2-6, 6-4; B
ZahlavovaStrycova (Cz) btMNiculescu (Rom)
4-6, 6-4,6-2;NGibbs (US)btAPavlyuchenkova
(Russ) 6-4, 6-7, 6-3; V Azarenka (Bela) bt C
McHale (US) 6-3, 6-2.

Results and scoreboards

Football
Evo-Stik Northern League: Premier division:
Matlock Town v Barwell (7.45).

Cricket
Royal London Cup:Quarter-final: Canterbury:
Kent v Gloucestershire (2.0).

Rugby league
First Utility Super League (8.0): Hull v Hull KR;
Leeds v St Helens; Widnes v Wigan.

Fixtures

Williams rediscovers her power game
Tennis
Steve Brenner New York

Grand-slam slump or not, there is
simply no stopping SerenaWilliams on
days when she generates the power she
displayed against Vania King. In less
than an hour, King’s first meeting with
the world No1 was over, Williams
delivering a 6-1, 6-0 triumph to move
effortlessly into the third round, where
she will meet Varvara Lepchenko,
another American.
Williams is serving notice to her

rivals who may have been pondering a
changing of the guard at the US Open
after an uncharacteristically apathetic
2014. Yesterday’s success made it 41
wins this season, a record curiously
blotted by early exits in Australia, Paris
and, most notably, Wimbledon after
which she has doubled her workload in
the build-up to Flushing Meadows,

Fortunately for the American, she can
always rely on the raw power she can
generate to leaveKingwith amultitude
of problems.
Williams dropped five points on her

serve during her first-roundwin against
Taylor Townsend, and yesterday, the
first set was wrapped up in 32 minutes.
Two early breaks were enough to leave
King, ranked 81 in the world. chasing
shadows far too soon.
At the end of a match that flashed

before thespectators’ eyes, the statistics
showed that only 56 per cent of
Williams’ first serveswent in and,when
they did, King was only able to take
three points from them.
With the searing heat of the past few

days in New York replaced by much
cooler temperatures, the wind was
clearly affecting service games from
both ends.

around I keptmy composurewell,” said
Azarenka, eager to gain revenge on
Williams at the third time of asking. “I
never look back at what has happened
here before. I feel like I am improving
all the time. I will fight my hardest and
the rest is not important.”
Ana Ivanovic, the No8 seed from

Serbia, was the surprise casualty of the
daywhen shewas defeated byKarolina
Pliskova, of the Czech Republic, 7-5,
6-4. Ivanovic complained afterwards
about overthinking her game, hinting
that she was unable to cope mentally.
“It is very disappointing. I do put a lot

of expectations on myself,” she said.
“I tried to overanalyse and overthink
instead of just playing the game. It’s
really awork in progress. But I definite-
ly think I have potential to dowell here,
and that’s something I want for next
year.”

Gone with the wind: Williams fires a return on her way to a straight-sets win in blustery conditions at Arthur Ashe Stadium

JASON SZENES / EPA

Durham have made a recent habit of
upsetting Yorkshire’s pursuit of
silverware and continued that by
ending their hopes of a domestic
double by registering a second victory
of the season at Headingley.
Several weeks after dismissing

Yorkshire for 95 to win their
Twenty20 group match on the same
ground, Durham won another low-
scoring contest. Having also held
Yorkshire, the first division leaders, to
two championship draws this summer
and beaten them to the title last
season, they are becoming a
persistent source of irritation.
On a slow pitch that ensured

aggressive strokeplay carried
maximum risk, both sides perished
trying to accelerate. Durham were
dismissed for 237 after losing seven
wickets for 59 runs and Yorkshire
slumped to 206 all out after losing
eight for 73, despite an unbeaten 29
from 28 balls from Richie Pyrah,
batting at No9.
Mark Stoneman, the Durham

captain, played the innings of the
match with an understated 102 off 120
balls. He added 80 in 15 overs with
Paul Collingwood, only to pick out
mid-wicket, as one of four victims for
Pyrah, with ten overs remaining.
Durham even dropped five catches,

including Gary Ballance before he
had scored, after he was released
from England’s one-day squad.
Yorkshire’s disappointment, however,
was put into perspective after an
elderly male member died of a
suspected heart attack only three
overs into the game.

Headingley (Yorkshire won toss): Durham beat
Yorkshire by 31 runs

Royal London Cup
Myles Hodgson

Yorkshire Vikings
v Durham

Dougie Brown, the Warwickshire
director of cricket, has warned his
charges not to indulge in speculation
over a possible treble of trophies this
season. They may or may not heed
his admonition after this victory
propelled them into the semi-finals of
the Royal London Cup. Half-centuries
by Rikki Clarke and Jonathan Trott
were followed by swiftly dismissing
the openers and Ravi Bopara.
For as long as Jesse Ryder was at

the crease, striking the ball with
characteristic force, Essex still had a
chance. His straight driving of Jeetan
Patel made for terrific entertainment:
there were three sixes off the spinners
and seven fours in an innings of 90
from 95 balls. Clarke, by contrast,
batted in a more measured way
initially, in making 68 off 84 balls, and
his bowling was significant. He took
two wickets in an aggressive new-ball
spell and Bopara was caught at slip
off Boyd Rankin as he drove without
moving his feet. The all-rounder
returned for a second spell in
mid-innings — astute captaincy, this,
by Varun Chopra — and had James
Foster caught at mid-off.
Until Clarke joined Trott, the

decision by Essex to field first on a
pitch taking a little turn for their two
spinners appeared reasonable. A
straight drive followed by a square cut
took the England batsman to a half-
century off 60 balls. He was out soon
afterwards, chasing a ball from Reece
Topley, who was bowling wide of off
stump with no little success. When
Clarke failed to clear long-off,
Warwickshire were 227 for six, short
of a respectable total, but they raised
that by 44 runs.

Chelmsford (Essexwon toss):Warwickshire beat Essex
Eagles by 67 runs

Ivo Tennant

Essex Eagles v
Warwickshire

Exclusive to members

Times Sport app
Find out how Andy
Murray got on in his
second-round match
in New York

Download it at the App Store or Google Play

such is the desperation to take her
grand-slam tally to 18.
Unusually for the 32-year-old, she

played three back-to-backwarm-ups in
Stanford, Montreal and Cincinnati in
the hope that her arrival in New York
will spark the form necessary to
triumph. On this evidence, Williams is
back in the groove.
“It was very windy out there,” she

admitted. “When it is like thatyouneed
to adjust and just make sure you get
through.” If Williams goes all the way
she will become the first woman to
claim a grand-slam [the US Open]
three years in a row since JustineHenin
at Roland Garros from 2005 to 2007.
In the opening stages of this encoun-

ter, we saw theWilliams of old, a player
who will simply leave her opponent
with no answer, even if her rock-solid
serving game took a while to click.

King was also suffering and she was
broken in her first service game of the
second set and nomatter how hard she
tried, there was noway back.When the
25-year-old hit long to allow her fellow
countrywoman to extend her lead to
4-0, there was no looking back.
“I am happy to get through a solid

match with the conditions today,”
added Williams, whose leopard print
dress was as striking as her tennis. “It
wasn’t easy, but you have to be able to
adjust. I had fun out there.”
The last two of Williams’ five US

Open titles have been won in the final
against Victoria Azarenka, the No16
seed fromBelarus, who recovered from
a shaky start to defeat Christina
McHale 6-3, 6-2. “It tookme some time
to get into the rhythm. I needed time to
adjust and in the nextmatch Iwill need
to do that earlier. When it turned
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Fox-Pitt’s fast start puts
distance from Jung
Equestrianism William Fox-Pitt
ensured a flying start for Great
Britain in their eventing team title
defence at the Alltech FEI World
Equestrian Games. The Dorset-
based world No 1 set the pace on
day one of dressage at Haras du
Pin, in Normandy. His score of
37.5 penalties on Chilli Morning
was enough to put him clear of the
Olympic champion, Michael Jung,
of Germany, as the overnight
leader.
Zara Phillips was farther down

the leaderboard in 21st place on
54.5 with High Kingdom, but there
is everything to play for when
Britain’s remaining riders, Tina
Cook and Harry Meade, enter the
dressage arena today.

Valverde leads Vuelta as
Froome climbs to fourth
Cycling Alejandro Valverde leads
the Vuelta a España after
producing a superb final climb to
win the 167-kilometre sixth stage
from Benalmádena to La Zubia.
Valverde, below, of Spain, beat
Team Sky’s Chris Froome and
Alberto Contador, of Tinkoff-Saxo,
into second and third place
respectively to take the overall
lead. Valverde leads his Movistar
team-mate, Nairo Quintana, by 15
seconds in the general
classification with Contador third
and Froome fourth, up from 13th.

Batley and Doncaster
have points returned
Rugby league Batley Bulldogs and
Doncaster have had the three
Kingstone Press Championship
points — that they were docked
for fielding ineligible players under
the dual registration system with
First Utility Super League clubs —
restored on appeal. The RFL was
left embarrassed by a tribunal
yesterday overturning its points
deductions. New evidence
revealed breaches of operational
rules by other clubs, who had not
faced similar sanctions

Gallacher six off the
lead in Ryder Cup bid
Golf Stephen Gallacher, below,
headed straight for the practice
range after beginning his attempt
to secure a Ryder Cup debut with
a 72 in the first round of the
Italian Open. Gallacher is the only
man capable of moving into the
automatic qualifying places in the
final counting event, with a
top-two finish in Turin enough to
dislodge Graeme McDowell from
the team. However, he had to
settle for a level-par round, which
left him six strokes off the lead
shared by Francesco Molinari and
Bernd Wiesberger.

Van Gaal issues warning not to
expect miracles from Di María
Football
Tony Barrett

Accompanied by the most expensive
player in British football history, Louis
van Gaal was emphatic in his message.
Manchester United’s fortunes would
not be transformed instantly by Ángel
Di María’s arrival, he warned, this was
not a “miracle” signing and the base
metal with which heworks is not about
to be turned into solid gold.
Of all the measures that have been

used to gauge the depth of United’s
malaise from failing to qualify for
Europe last season to being crushed by
MiltonKeynesDons this term, this was
perhaps the most telling.
New signings, particularly ones that

have cost £59.7million, are supposed to
herald new eras as positivity is ushered
in and negativity removed, yet all Van
Gaal could offer was an exercise in
expectation management.
With the Champions League draw

taking place within two hours of Di
María’s introduction to the media and
United not involved, Van Gaal sensed
neither the mood nor the timing was
right for grandstanding and delivered a
realistic, if slightly downbeat, assess-
ment of what the biggest acquisition of
his managerial career means.
“I am very pleased that we can have

such a class player in our squad. You
have many class players but for me it is
also important that he is a team player
and that is what I like about Di María,”
the United manager said.
“Not only does he have class, he can

accelerate the game for us whilst also
playing in the interests of the team.
That is why we have chosen this player
and I hope he will give us good results
but we cannot expect after two days’
training that he is the miracle that I
already read. No, you have to work for
the miracle and he knows that.
“Can he bring the magic back? May-

be not in his first matches because he
has only trained with us for two days.
He has to adapt to the qualities of the
team and the team has to adapt to his
qualities but I am thinking he will
indeed be a player the fans can enjoy.
“That is also a reasonwehave chosen

him. He is a very modest guy and he
wants towork.He showed that last year
whenheplayed 52matches andgave 22
assists. How many players can say
that?”
That United have invested so much

in the 26-year-old midfielder is
indicative of their decline and their
desire. It also speaks volumes of the
stateof the squad thatVanGaal inherit-
ed and the scale of the job facing him.

The usually bluntDutchman refused
to criticise those who had gone before
him for what he had been bequeathed
but only out of respect. As such, his
deferential silence said everything for
him. “That is looking at the past,” he
said.
“I want to show my respect to David

Moyes and Mr Ferguson. I think we
have to look to the future and that we
are doingnowby restoring and rebuild-
ing a new team.
“That costs time, I am sorry to say

that for the fans because the fans are
amazing and I hope we will fulfil their
expectations but it is not done in one
month, in spite of our wins against Real
Madrid and Liverpool [in pre-season]
but we have to give results and
hopefully it starts on Saturday against
Burnley.”
Perhaps the greatest cause for hope

came not with DiMaría’s arrival, but in
Van Gaal’s determination that more
signings will follow. He said as much to

his playerswhenhe informedhis squad
that he is seeking further changes
before the transfer window closes on
Monday.
Whether he plays in the centre or on

the flank, Di María, who will wear the
club’s iconic No7 shirt, will take on a
crucial role in that process and
regardless of how farhis new teamhave
fallen, theArgentina player is delighted

to be viewed as a mechanism if not a
miracle.
“I am very pleased to play for

Manchester United, I like the team and
I wanted to come here even though
they are not playing Champions
League,” he said.
“I want to help the team win the

Champions League or to get into the
Champions League and I think I can
help. I am very pleased the manager
chose me to come to Manchester
United.
“I comehere towork for the teamand

I amprepared to play in any positionhe
wants to and if a playerwants to play, he
is prepared to play in any position. I just
want tohelp theclubbecomesuccessful
again. It depends on the manager
where he wants to play me. It does not
bother me that £60million has been
paid for me, that is something the club
chairmen have to discuss between
them. I come here to work for the club
and do my best.”

Neil Warnock claims the prospect of
finishing a job that he was forced to
abandon four and a half years ago
convinced him to take on the challenge
of following Tony Pulis’s remarkable
success at Crystal Palace.
A victim of the club’s descent into

administration in 2010, Warnock, 65,
returned to management at Selhurst
Park yesterday. He must repair morale
damaged by Pulis’s surprise departure,
despite being far from their first choice.
Warnock, though, insists this is one

of the few jobs that would have
persuaded him to reverse the plans for
retirement hemadewhen he left Leeds
United in April 2013. Warnock admit-
ted that Pulis, voted the Premier
League manager of the season, would

be a hard act to follow. “I am here to
steady the ship,” he said. “Wehave got a
good group of players. I can see why
they did so well last season and if they
all play to their abilities we are quite
capable of holding our own.”
With the transfer window closing on

Monday,Warnock intends to work fast
to bring in three new faces. The first is
Wilfried Zaha, the Manchester United
wingerwho returned to his former club
on a season-long loan deal. Jack Cork,
the Southamptonmidfielder, andGary
Hooper, the Norwich City forward,
have also been linked to Palace.
Warnock insists, though, that Jason

Puncheon will remain at the club de-
spite a bitter dispute between the pair
that was triggered by Warnock’s criti-
cismof apenaltymissmadeby themid-
fielder at White Hart Lane last season.

Warnock looks to get job done
Ian Winrow

Cost comparison

£59.7m
Fee United will pay Real Madrid for
Ángel Di María

£45m
Money estimated to have been
spent on transfer fees by Burnley,
United’s opponents tomorrow, since
the club were founded in 1882

Sixes and sevens: Van Gaal welcomes Di María on a day when rival clubs were learning of Champions League opponents
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Leeds call time on Hockaday
Oliver Kay
Chief Football Correspondent

Themost predictablemanagerial sack-
ing of the season came last night when
Dave Hockaday was dismissed after
just six games in charge of Leeds
United.
Massimo Cellino, the Leeds presi-

dent, is known in Italy as mangiallena-
tori—coacheater—such is his reputa-
tion for sackingmanagers, but inHock-
aday’s case the greater surprise was his
initial appointment.
Plucked from obscurity, having been

out of work since his spell in charge of
Forest Green Rovers, the 56-year-old
former Swindon Town player repre-
sented a left-field appointment froman
owner who is notorious for his impa-
tience with managers.

Hockaday took training yesterday
afternoon, but was informed of his fate
last night. Neil Redfearn has been
placed in temporary charge, but it is
understood that Cellino has already
lined up an Italian to fill the vacancy.
Reports in Italy suggest thatRolando

Maran, the formerCatania coach, is the
man in question.
Leeds have won one and lost three of

their opening four matches in the Sky
Bet Championship and suffered elimi-
nation from theCapitalOneCup at the
hands of Bradford City on Wednesday
night.
“After the defeat at Bradford I real-

ised that my decision to keep David at
the club following thedefeat atWatford
was wrong and I had to change my
mind on the coach’s position,” Cellino
said.
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Torres still holds the key to Destro deal
WINDOW WATCH

Gary Jacob, James Ducker

Chelsea face a race against time to
sign Matteo Destro after putting the
final touches to the departure of
Fernando Torres to ACMilan.
Roma have placed a valuation of

£20million on their Italy striker, but
do not need the money and will not
sanction a sale unless they can find a
replacement with four days left of the
transfer window.
Roberto Soldado, the Spain striker,

is one option for the Italian club,
given that Tottenham Hotspur are
primed to bring in Danny Welbeck
from Manchester United on a similar
loan deal. Loïc Rémy, the Queens
Park Rangers striker who will cost
£8million, is another.
Torres’s representative is expected

to thrash out a settlement on the
striker’s wages in London today,
although the contract length is
unclear. Milan have offered to take on
the final two years of his present deal,
paying some of his salary, but Torres
appears less than keen on a
permanent move. Antonio Sanz,
Torres’s agent, said: “A move to AC
Milan is a real possibility, the meeting
went well.”
Chelsea want to offload Marco van

Ginkel, the midfielder who rejected a
loan move to Milan, but Petr Cech,
the goalkeeper, is likely to stay despite
the return of Thibaut Courtois.

6 Borussia Dortmund are in talks to
re-sign Shinji Kagawa from
Manchester United. Dortmund have
proposed an initial £8million offer
with a further £2million in add-ons
for the Japan midfielder, who cost
United £12million rising to
£17.6million when they bought him
from the German club in June 2012.

6 Arsenal have made an approach to
sign Sokratis Papastathopoulos, but
the deal may be complicated by being
drawn in the same Champions
League group as Dortmund, his club.

6 Aston Villa and Hull City have bid
about £9million for Tom Cleverley,
the England midfielder who has
entered the final 12 months of his
contract at Manchester United.
Everton and Arsenal would prefer to
wait to see if he becomes available on
a free transfer next summer.

6 Liverpool, Tottenham and Juventus
made a late attempt to sign Alex
McCarthy but the Reading goalkeeper
is expected to have a medical this
morning to complete a £3million deal
with QPR. Tottenham wanted to send
him on loan for a season, but he will
be competition for Robert Green at
QPR, who are considering Agim
Ibraimi, the Maribor midfielder.

6 Norwich City want to sign Ignasi
Miquel, the Arsenal defender, and are
considering Michaël Ciani, the Lazio
defender who was on the list of
Crystal Palace targets. Palace could

move for Sébastien Bassong, the
Norwich defender, and Lewis Holtby,
the Tottenham midfielder who has
been trying to reach a compromise on
his wages to move to Hamburg.

6 Hull have offered Abel Hernández,
the Palermo forward, a four-year deal,
and are considering a move for
Christian Fuchs, the Schalke left back.
Hull’s £3million bid for Mohamed
Diamé, the midfielder, has been
rejected by West Ham United.

6 Napoli are in talks to sign Daniel
Agger, the Liverpool defender.

6Mapou Yanga-Mbiwa, the
Newcastle United defender, is close to
a move on loan to Marseilles.

Torres is moving closer to a switch to Milan but the deal appears to hinge on the
ability of Roma to bring in a replacement for Destro, now Chelsea’s main target

PAUL HACKETT/REUTERS
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Lukaku looking to show
worth to former club
Romelu Lukaku is hoping to
recover from a toe injury in time
to face Chelsea, his former club,
tomorrow and Roberto Martínez
believes that even though the
forward was discarded by José
Mourinho he still has the talent to
prove himself a cheap signing at a
cost to Everton of £28million.
“I would have paid £100million

for Lukaku,” Martínez said. “The
figure is insignificant. It is about
the character and type of player
you want in the group. Sometimes
a player at £3million can be an
expensive buy and sometimes a
player at £28million can be a very
cheap buy. He has a status and
vital role for us,” the Everton
manager said.

Morrison given January
date for assault trial
Ravel Morrison will go on trial
next year over allegations that he
threatened to throw acid in the
face of his former girlfriend, blow
up her house and have her killed.
The West Ham United midfielder
entered not-guilty pleas to two
counts of assault of beating, one of
assault causing actual bodily harm
and one of harassment, in a brief
appearance at Manchester Crown
Court yesterday. Morrison, below,
will appear for a case management
hearing on November 10, with a
trial date set for January 26.

Moses in contention to
earn start against City
Mark Hughes, the Stoke City
manager, is considering giving a
start to Victor Moses in the match
away to Manchester City
tomorrow. The on-loan Chelsea
winger was impressive on his club
debut against Portsmouth in the
Capital One Cup on Wednesday.
Hughes, though, concedes that he
is not ready to last 90 minutes but
believes he is good enough to start
matches in the Barclays Premier
League. “Victor was excellent
against Portsmouth,” he said.
“He showed the talent he has.”

Collins forced to pull
out of Wales squad
James Collins has withdrawn from
the Wales squad for the Euro 2016
qualifying match away to Andorra
next month. The West Ham
United defender, below, is suffering
from a hamstring injury, although
he was selected by Chris Coleman
on Wednesday. Paul Dummett, the
Newcastle United defender, has
been called up.

Fresh faces but
no new era as
Hodgson awaits
Swiss reunion

T
here was a moment at
Wembley yesterday when
Roy Hodgson, having
announced a new England
captain and call-ups for four

uncapped players, was asked whether
this felt like the start of a new era.
“No, I can’t say that,” the England

manager said, before going on to
explain how, after what he maintains
was a somewhat harsh early
elimination from this summer’s World
Cup, “it is more a question of
continuing a line we’ve already started
on, which is giving younger players a
chance to play, players that we think
have a great future in front of them.”
It was an understandable response,

based on Hodgson’s desire to present a

profoundly disappointing World Cup
campaign as an unfortunate blip on an
otherwise upward trajectory. The
concern is that the “line” to which he
referred reflects a downward trend for
the national team: high-class players
reaching the end of their international
careers, a dearth of high-calibre
replacements among the next
generation, a loss of direction, scratchy
performances and poor results, with
England winning only ten out of 24
matches over the past two years (and
those ten victories include Moldova
twice, San Marino twice, Scotland,
Montenegro and Peru).
Hodgson is right. It does not feel like

a new era for England. Wayne Rooney
is the new captain, taking over from
Steven Gerrard, and there were first
call-ups yesterday for Calum
Chambers, Danny Rose, Fabian Delph
and Jack Colback, but the reality is that
the best youngsters were already in the
squad and that their presence has done
little to dispel the feeling that the team
is heading into difficult times.
Hodgson was asked whether he felt

lucky still to be in a job after the
World Cup, where the FA greeted
disappointment with a resigned shrug.
“I don’t even think in terms of

whether I’m lucky or unlucky,” he said.
“I certainly think I was very lucky to be
appointedEnglandmanager. I feel very
happy every day that I am England
manager. I look forward every time to
taking the team and leading them out
togames.But the fact is, I don’t think it’s
a correct question to ask me whether I
should feel luckyorunlucky. I signedup
for four years. I want to do the job for
four years. I believe thatwe’redoing the
job as well and honestly as we possibly
can and I’m happy that the FA and the
people who make those decisions have
got the same opinion.”
Qualification for Euro 2016 is almost

taken for granted—Englandhave only
to finish in the top two of a group
containing Switzerland, Slovenia,
Lithuania and San Marino, with even
third place offering a safety net via the
play-offs — but long-term
improvement for Hodgson’s team,
having lost the experience of Ashley

Cole, Steven Gerrard and Frank
Lampard, is not easy to predict.
Chambers, 19, has been fast-tracked
because of a lack of alternatives, while
Colback, the Newcastle United
midfielder, is competent but hardly the
“ginger Pirlo” to which Hodgson
jokingly referred yesterday.
Hodgson took issuewithheadlines in

which he appeared to draw parallels
between England’s development over
the next few years and the blossoming
ofGermanywhowon theWorldCup in
Brazil. “If that’s going to be
misinterpreted to ‘Roy Hodgson says
we’re as good as Germany’, that is
sophistry on your part,” he said.
“I resent that. I’m giving you honest

answers to questions.Don’t try tomake
me out to be some complete fool, who

after getting knocked out in the first
round says we are as good as the team
that won it. That’s wrong.”
So how good are England who, with

several players missing, must open
their Euro 2016 campaign away to
Switzerland a week on Monday? “If
that’s your opinion maybe you
shouldn’t be expectingus towinagainst
Switzerland, who had quite a good
World Cup and have a very
experienced team.But Idon’t think that
way. I think there’s great potential.
“Of course at the moment, it would

look on paper with the situation we
have that it might look that if we came
away with a draw, we might be quite
happy with that result. But that’s not
what we’re going there to get. We are
going there to try to win.”

Roy Hodgson revealed yesterday that
he, like Louis vanGaal, has had towarn
Luke Shaw, England’s 19-year-old
defender, to work harder on his fitness.
Eyebrows were raised when Van

Gaal admonished Shaw over his physi-
cal condition on Manchester United’s
pre-season tour to the United States,
just weeks after his £27millionmove to
Old Trafford. ButHodgson said that he
and Mauricio Pochettino, the player’s
manager at Southampton, had also
spoken to Shaw now sidelined by a
hamstring injury, about the need to
work “very, very hard” on his fitness as
his body develops.
“I think you need to speak to

Mauricio Pochettino [now in charge of

Tottenham Hotspur],
who spent a lot of time
with Luke as a 17-year-
old,” Hodgson said yes-
terday. “I know Pochet-
tino worked hard with
him on the fitness
and conditioning
side of the game.
“I think a lot of

Luke’s situation
is purely
down to the
fact that he is
still youngand
his body is
changing, but I think [that]
does mean that he has to
work very, very hard on
that aspect of his game.

“Watching him play in the matches
for Southampton, which caused me to
select him [for the World Cup squad],
watching him against Costa Rica, he

didn’t seem to have too many
problems coping with the

physical side of the
game.

“That doesn’t
mean to say he
can’t be fitter
and, if Louis
thinkshe canget
him fitter, then
I’m sure he will
certainly have
our approval.

But I think when he [Van Gaal] talks to
Pochettino, then Pochettino will say to
him: ‘What you were saying to Luke
Shaw is what I was actually saying to
him.’ He might have had it mentioned
to him a couple of times when we were
together during the World Cup by
people likemyself andGary Lewin [the
England physiotherapist], so I think he
has been made aware of it.”
In Shaw’s absence, Leighton Baines

will play at left back in the friendly
against Norway at Wembley on
Wednesday and the European Cham-
pionship qualifying match away to
Switzerland five days later, withDanny
Rose as cover. Phil Jones is also
expected to start against Norway, at
right back or alongside Gary Cahill in
central defence.

Shaw must work harder to be fit for purpose
Oliver Kay

and

Fitness first: Shaw has been
warned by three managers

England squad

To play Norway, Sept 3 at Wembley
Goalkeepers: F Forster
(Southampton), B Foster (West
Brom), J Hart (Manchester City).
Defenders: L Baines (Everton),
G Cahill (Chelsea), C Chambers
(Arsenal), P Jagielka (Everton),
P Jones (Manchester United),
D Rose (Tottenham), J Stones
(Everton).
Midfielders: J Colback (Newcastle),
F Delph (Aston Villa), J Henderson
(Liverpool), J Milner (Manchester
City), A Oxlade-Chamberlain
(Arsenal), R Sterling (Liverpool),
A Townsend (Tottenham),
J Wilshere (Arsenal).
Forwards:R Lambert (Liverpool),
W Rooney (Manchester United,
captain), D Sturridge (Liverpool),
D Welbeck (Manchester United).

Your country needs you: Colback, one of four newcomers to the squad that was
named yesterday, was jokingly referred to as “the ginger Pirlo” by Hodgson

MATT WEST/BPI /REX

Manager on
defensive
after team’s
poor World
Cup, writes
Oliver Kay
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Europa League Sport

Kane exposes limitations of Cypriot side despite penalty miss

Brady’s double not enough
to keep Hull adventure alive
Cardiff City
Campbell, 21

West Ham United
C Cole 42, Noble 90+3

02
1

Hull City
Brady 6, 55 (pen)

Lokeren
Remacle 49

2
1

2-2 on agg; Lokeren win on away goals
George Caulkin
Northern Sports Correspondent

It took Hull City 110 years to reach the
EuropaLeagueand four short, if exhila-
rating, weeks to take their leave. It is an
era of milestones at the KC Stadium
andtheclubhaveembraced thenovelty
of a new competition, but although last
night brought them excitement, hope,
adrenaline and a little bit of everything,
it also brought the latest stage of their
noteworthy journey to a juddering halt.
Faced with a one-goal deficit, Steve

Bruce’s side mustered a pair through
Robbie Brady, the second of them a
penalty, but Lokeren bisected them
with another of their own and that
proved decisive. When Yannick Sagbo,
the Ivory Coast forward, was dismissed
for a studs-up challenge on Giorgos
Galitsios in the 72nd minute, Hull’s
participation was effectively over —
barring the final, tumultuous seconds
— leaving them to refocus on more
humdrum matters.
For any club, let alone one adapting

to Europe for the first time in their his-
tory, the challenge of more games,
more travelling, less scope to plan and

recover, can be a testing one, but Bruce
hasbeensincere inhisdetermination to
extend and revel inHull’s participation.
Striking the correct balance is not
straightforward, but Hull’s first-team
squad, bolstered by summer acquisi-
tions, is vigorous enough to withstand
such scrutiny.
Bruce made six changes to the team

who drew 1-1 with Stoke City last week-
end, but his argument is that using dif-
ferent players does not have to mean a
reliance on youngsters or a lack of ex-
perience. That confidence was boosted
as Hull grasped an early lead, negating
Lokeren’s advantage from the first leg,
when an error by Allan McGregor
proved pivotal.
There was purpose in the manner

that Maynor Figueroa broke forward
from the left, allowing Brady, the wing-
er aheadofhim, to find space inside and
if there was a touch of fortune in the
finish — Jerry Verhulst, the Lokeren
goalkeeper, flapped weakly for the
cross, allowing the Ireland midfielder

to bundle in a shot off his thigh—itwas
also merited.
That intervention and its timing

should have caused the Belgians to
wither, but Bruce’s side struggled to
repeat that level of coherence and a few
flurries of ragged passing led to a confi-
dence switch. Curtis Davies, the cap-
tain, was required to clear the ball from
the line after Hans Vanaken’s shot.
Not until the 42nd minute, when

David Meyler unleashed a volley from
the edge of the area, was Verhulst pro-
vided with an opportunity for redemp-
tion, but he took it smartly, diving well
to punch away from the corner.
Suddenly, the momentum had swung
again and, a few seconds later, Sagbo
shot from distance.
The drama was not rationed, but

Hull’s task soon became steeper. The
second period was only three minutes
old when a corner was imperfectly
cleared by McGregor — the Scotland
goalkeeper had previously tipped away
a free kick from Killian Overmeire —
Nill De Pauw laid the ball off and Jor-
dan Remacle cracked it home at the
near post. Hull now required two goals
to progress, but a lifeline was proffered
by Denis Odoi’s handball and Brady
scored his second from the spot.
The optimism that briefly flared was

largely snuffedoutwithSagbo’s straight
red card, although Tom Huddlestone
had a late shot hacked from the goal-
mouth.

Hull City (4-4-2): A McGregor — L Rosenior (sub:
N Jelavic, 66min) J Chester (sub: T Ince, 75), C Davies,
M Figueroa — A Elmohamady, J Livermore, D Meyler
(sub: T Huddlestone, 75), R Brady — S Aluko — Y Sagbo.
Substitutes not used: S Harper, H Maguire, A Bruce,
G Boyd. Booked: Rosenior, Aluko. Sent off: Sagbo.
Lokeren (4-4-2): D Verhulst — G Galitsios, M Maric,
A Scholz, D Odoi — J Remacle (sub: E Ngolok, 88),
K Overmeire, K Persoons, N De Pauw (sub: G Mertens,
90)— H Vanaken, J Dutra (sub: M Leye, 76). Substitutes
not used: B Barry, A Henrique, O Kaya, B Abdurahimi.
Booked: Overmeire, Persoons, Verhulst.
Referee: O Hategan (Romania).

NIGEL RODDIS/GETTY IMAGES

Early bird strikes: Brady, the Ireland winger, brings Hull level on aggregate with a
sixth-minute goal in the return leg of their Europa League play-off last night

reach the Europa League group stage
last night. Harry Kane crisply struck
low into the corner,making amends for
watching an early penalty saved, and
Paulinho founda similar finishminutes
after the restart. Andros Townsend
confidently converted a spot-kickmid-
way through the second half and Kane
had opportunities to extend the lead.
Hugo Lloris had nothing to do in the

Tottenham goal but for a comfortable
save from Lukasz Gikiewicz and Vlad
Chiriches had a comfortable return to
the defence after a back injury.
Limassol were their own worst

enemies. Inside six minutes, Karim
Fegroucherushedout fromhisgoaland

upended Kyle Naughton. Fegrouche
came off far worse, smashing his face
intoNaughtion’s knee and laying prone
on the pitch for nearly eight minutes
before being taken off on a stretcher, as

well as being booked. The goalkeeper
was taken to hospital with a bleeding
nose and suspected concussion and his
replacement made an instant impact.
Kane’s penalty went straight down

themiddle andPulpoRomero flungout
his right leg as he dived in the opposite
direction to save.
The Cypriot side continued to be

thankful to Romero for keeping the
score level. He palmed clear fromKane
and sprinted off his line to smother
from Ben Davies after a one-two with
Sandro. Kane, leading the line, had the
bulk of the chances. He narrowly
missed heading home an excellent
cross fromNaughton and shot over the

bar after Aaron Lennon had cleverly
changed direction.
Limassol made sloppy mistakes that

led to goals either side of the interval.
Paulinho interceptedValentinosSielis’s
poor back-pass and the midfielder laid
the ball forward for Kane to strike low
into the corner on half-time. Moments
after the break, Diallo Guidileye lost
possession in trying todribbleoutof the
areaandPaulinhodrilled low inside the
far post.
Still Limassol’s mistakes continued.

Naughton’s attempted cross struck the
hand of Edmar and Romero could not
repeat his feat as Townsend found the
bottom corner with his penalty.

Tottenham Hotspur (4-1-4-1): H Lloris — K Naughton,
Y Kaboul, V Chiriches (sub: M Veljkovic, 86min),
B Davies — Sandro (sub: L Holtby, 77) — A Townsend,
M Dembélé, Paulinho, A Lennon — H Kane. Substitutes
not used: B Friedel, D Rose, E Adebayor, E Dier,
N Chadli. Booked: Townsend.

AEL Limassol (4-2-3-1): K Fegrouche (sub: P Romero,
13) — Carlitos, Cadú, V Sielis, Edmar — M Nikolaou
(sub: Danielzinho, 46), D Guidileye — A Sardinero (sub:
M Tagbajumi, 78), D Barcelos, L Bebê — L Gikiewicz.
Substitutes not used: J España, Calo, G Eleftheriou,
J Nadeau. Booked: Fegrouche, Bebê.
Referee: M Zelinka (Czech Republic).

Cardiff City
Campbell, 21

West Ham United
C Cole 42, Noble 90+3

02

Gary Jacob

1

Tottenham
Kane 45, Paulinho 49
Townsend 65 (pen)

AEL Limassol

3
0

Mauricio Pochettino became the first
TottenhamHotspur head coach to win
his opening fourmatches in charge, but
Liverpool will provide a far sterner test
than meetings with AEL Limassol in
the past week.
Tottenham comfortably overcame

the Cypriot side 5-1 on aggregate to

Tottenham win 5-1 on agg
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Ba’s miss against Arsenal proves costly for Chelsea
Chelsea received an initial £4.6million
when Demba Ba left them for Besiktas
this summer, but they are likely to have
lost at least half that money because of
the striker’s late failure to score against
Arsenal on Wednesday.
Ba’s inability to head an equalising

goal for the Turkish club from close
range in the final minutes of the
Champions League play-off at the
Emirates Stadium allowed Arsenal to
progress to the group stage and cause
England’s share of the television reve-
nue to be spread around four clubs in-
stead of three.
Last season, when Arsenal also

reached the Champions League group
phase via a play-off, Chelsea earned

£14.7million from England’s television
market pool; had Arsène Wenger’s
team lost that tie a year ago, against
Fenerbahçe, their London rivals would
instead have collected £17.2million, an
extra £2.5million.
Arsenal’s share of the market pool

last season was around £9m. Had they
been absent from the Champions
League proper it would also have
earned £3.5million more for Manches-
ter United and £3.1million extra for
Manchester City.
England’s market pool was about

£57million last seasonand is likely to be
similar this time round.
Half of that ishandedouton thebasis

of Barclays Premier League finishing
positions in the previous season.
The other half is allocated according

to the number of Champions
League matches played by each of the
clubs.
Arsenal received the smallest

amount from the English market pool
last season, their £8.8million falling

well belowManchester City’s £14.5mil-
lion because they finished fourth to
City’s second place in the Premier
League in 2012-13 (Arsenal also came
fourth last term). The pair both exited

the Champions League at the round-
of-16 stage.
Overall, when appearance and prize

money is included, United earned
£35.6million, Chelsea £34.5million,
City £28.1million and Arsenal
£21.6million.
Napoli’s defeat byAthletic Bilbao in a

Champions League play-off this week
gave a huge financial boost to Juventus
andRoma, Italy’s twoclubs in thegroup
stage.
Italy’s television rights payments are

such that theirmarket pool is as high as
£64million, which will now be shared
two ways instead of three.
Based on last season’s outcome,

Juventus andRomacould earnanextra
£8million or so each as a result of
Napoli’s elimination.

Bill Edgar

Crunching numbers

£2.5m
Champions League income that
Chelsea may lose because of Demba
Ba’s miss against Arsenal on
Wednesday, based on last season’s
figures

£57m
England’s television market pool,
which must be shared by the four
clubs involved

£8m
Amount that Juventus and Roma
may each earn through Napoli’s exit
in a play-off this week
Words by Bill Edgar

Real restore
the sense of
occasion to
Anfield after
hungry years

Continental challengers

Group

B

Group

A

The former Manchester United
winger has scored at least
50 goals in each of the past
four seasons, a fair proportion
of which he has created for
himself. He will hope to
leave behind him the
knee problems that
hampered his
performances at
the World Cup

ONE TO WATCH

The Germany international has
supplied 30 goals and 23 assists
for Dortmund in the
Bundesliga over the past
two seasons. An attacking
midfielder, he has
become a regular in the
Germany team but an
ankle injury sustained

in a pre-World Cup
friendly in June
kept him out of
the tournament

Atletico Madrid

Juventus

Olympiacos

Malmo
Group

C

Benfica

Zenit Saint
Petersburg

Bayer
Leverkusen

Monaco

Cristiano Ronaldo
Real Madrid

Marco Reus
Borussia Dortmund

ARSENAL FIXTURES

Sep 16 Borussia
Dortmund (a)

Oct 1 Galatasaray (h)

Oct 22 Anderlecht (a)

Nov 4 Anderlecht (h)

Nov 26 Dortmund (h)

Dec 9 Galatasaray (a)

Real
Madrid

Liverpool
Basle Ludogorets

Group

D
Arsenal

GalatasarayBorussia
Dortmund

Anderlecht

LIVERPOOL FIXTURES

Sep 16 Ludogrets (h)

Oct 1 Basle (a)

Oct 22 Real Madrid (h)

Nov 4 Real Madrid (a)

Nov 26 Ludogrets (a)

Dec 9 Basle (h)

The former Manchester United 
winger has scored at least
50 goals in each of the past 
four seasons, a fair proportion 
of which he has created for 
himself. He will hope to 
leave behind him the 
knee problems that 
hampered his 
performances at 
the World Cup

ONE TO WATCH

The Germany international has 
supplied 30 goals and 23 assists 
for Dortmund in the 
Bundesliga over the past 
two seasons. An attacking 
midfielder, he has 
become a regular in the 
Germany team but an 
ankle injury sustained 

in a pre-World Cup 
friendly in June 
kept him out of 
the tournament

Cristiano Ronaldo
Real Madrid

Marco Reus
Borussia Dortmund

LIVERPOOL FIXTURES

Sep 16 Ludogrets (h)

Oct 1 Basle (a)

Oct 22 Real Madrid (h)

Nov 4 Real Madrid (a)

Nov 26 Ludogrets (a)

Dec 9 Basle (h)
Dec 9

Olympiacos Group

The Germany international has 
supplied 30 goals and 23 assists 

Bundesliga over the past 
two seasons. An attacking 

become a regular in the 

ankle injury sustained 

ARSENAL FIXTURES

Sep 16 Borussia   
 Dortmund (a)

Oct 1 Galatasaray (h)

Oct 22 Anderlecht (a)

Nov 4 Anderlecht (h)

Nov 26 Dortmund (h)

Dec 9 Galatasaray (a)

Dortmund

The Germany international has 
supplied 30 goals and 23 assists 
for Dortmund in the 
Bundesliga over the past 
two seasons. An attacking 
midfielder, he has 
become a regular in the 
Germany team but an 
ankle injury sustained 

in a pre-World Cup 
friendly in June 
kept him out of 
the tournament

Borussia Dortmund

ARSENAL FIXTURES

Sep 16

Oct 1

Oct 22

Nov 4

Nov 26

Dec 9

To Liverpool, the draw for the group
stages of the Champions League
offered the perfect reminder of what
theyhavebeenmissing.ToManchester
City, though, it brought proof of just
how demanding this competition can
be, mixed in with an unwelcome sense
of déjà vu.
Five years on from their previous

encounter with Europe’s elite, Brendan
Rodgers’s sidewill face theholders,Real
Madrid, who are attempting to become
the first side since 1990 to retain the
trophy. Anfield will host Basle and
Ludogorets Razgrad, too, but it will be
the arrival of Cristiano Ronaldo,
Gareth Bale, James Rodríguez and the
rest, themost expensive teambuilt, that
gets pulses racing.
If Liverpool’s group is manageable,

the Barclays Premier League
champions’ is plain menacing. Manuel
Pellegrini’s teamhave their glamour tie,
in the form of Bayern Munich, who
they faced last year, and theywill renew
hostilities with CSKAMoscow, too, but
it is the additional presence of Roma
that will add fear to the familiarity.
Things are easier for Arsenal—who

take on Borussia Dortmund (again),
Anderlecht and Galatasaray — and
more simple still for Chelsea: if José
Mourinho does not guide his side past
Schalke (again), Sporting Lisbon and
Maribor, the Slovenian side, it would be
a considerable blow even to his ego.

group b: real madrid, basle,
liverpool, ludogorets
Rodgers knows that the visit of Real to
Anfield is precisely the sort of occasion
Liverpool have yearned for during their
exile from the top table. “To be back in
it again, no matter who we were going
toplay,was always going tobeexciting,”

Rodgers said. “But to have RealMadrid
in our group, the champions, is going to
be special. I am already thinking of
Anfield on that night.”
He will also know, though, that far

more important to his side’s hopes of
progression will be overcoming Basle.
The Swiss champions would have been
earmarked as Liverpool’s preferred
option among the second seeds, but
they are not to be underestimated: they
have beaten Manchester United,
Tottenham Hotspur and Chelsea in
recent seasons.
There is a blessing, too, in the pres-

enceof Ludogorets, the team thatmade
it thanks to the shoot-out heroics of a
defender-turned-goalkeeper. The
group stage is in danger of becoming
overly familiar, but the Bulgarian team
— only brought into existence in 2001
—represent that rarest of things: a new
face, a dash of the exotic.

group d: arsenal, b dortmund,
galatasaray, anderlecht
For the third year out of four, Arsène
Wengerwillmeet themanmany regard
as his natural successor at the Emirates
Stadium, JürgenKlopp, thecharismatic
Borussia Dortmund coach. The
Frenchmanwill take heart, though, not
just from his side’s victory in Germany
last season, but fromDortmund having
the look of a team in transition.
Klopp’s side have trailed Bayern by

some distance domestically over the
past two seasons, and although they
have responded to the loss of Robert
Lewandowski by signing Adrian
Ramos and Ciro Immobile, they do not
seemquite settled. They beat Bayern to
win the German Supercup a fortnight
ago, but were beaten by Bayer Leverk-
usen — a team built in Dortmund’s
high-intensity image— in the opening
game of the Bundesliga season.

It would be a mistake, though, to see
this group as a two-horse race. In Youri
Tielemans and Dennis Praet,
Anderlecht possess two more of Belgi-
um’s unceasing crop of bright young
things; Galatasaray, always a force, will
be stronger for replacingRobertoMan-
cini with the astute Cesare Prandelli as
coach. They have made the knockout
stages for two years in succession;
Istanbul is sufficiently intimidating for
them to maintain that record.

group e: bayern munich, man
city, cska moscow, roma
Txiki Begiristain, City’s technical

director, put it pretty bluntly. “It is the
toughest group, yes,” he said last night.
“There are four teams who try to play
good football. It is difficult.”
It is Roma, of course, who are the

complication. City would have been
happy enough to go through a repeat of
last season, easing through to the last 16
withBayern.Forall thatCSKAareade-
cent sideandMoscow is a long, arduous
trip, they are not in the same class as ei-
ther theEnglishorGermanchampions.
RudiGarcía’s team, though, complete

with Ashley Cole, are good enough to
throw a spanner in those works; they
were the one side among the fourth tier

of seeds thatnobodywanted, apredator
among the minnows. In Rome, in
particular, they will pose a threat. And
then there is the added complication
that if City knock them out, it may well
prompt the sale of Kevin Strootman,
theirmidfield powerhouse, toUnited in
January.

group g: chelsea, schalke,
sporting lisbon, maribor
There is a professional code among
managers that insistsnobody is allowed
even to hint that they might have got a
lucky draw, but it is inconceivable that
Mourinho is not delighted with his lot.

Rory Smith

Ba failed to score
an equaliser at the
Emirates Stadium
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Platini feels he
has more to do
with Uefa so is
delaying any tilt
at Fifa role

Platini clears path to
new Blatter term but
still eager for change
Gabriele Marcotti
European Football Correspondent

Michel Platini has ruled himself out of
standing for the Fifa presidency next
year, paving the way for a fifth term in
charge for Sepp Blatter.
Platini, the Uefa president, had been

consideredbymanyas themost serious
threat to Blatter’s position as head of
the world governing body, but the
Frenchman has opted instead to con-
tinue his work in Europe, where he will
stand for another term at Uefa.
“My choice [not to run for the Fifa

presidency] isn’t based on who is run-
ning, but ratheronwhat Iwanted to run
for,” Platini said yesterday, attempting
to quash speculation that he was not
prepared to standbecauseof the feeling
that Blatter is unbeatable. “I just feel as
if my work at Uefa isn’t finished. It’s a
choice I’m making with my heart.
“I’ve said before that I can beat Blat-

ter . . . maybe we’ll just have to wait
another four years to find out.”
Defeating Blatter — who became

general secretary of Fifa in 1981 before
rising to the presidency in 1998 —
would have presented a formidable
task. At the previous Fifa congress in
Sao Paulo, just before the World Cup
finals, Blatter was greeted by rapturous
applause, particularly fromcountries in
his power base, which includesmuch of
Asia, Africa and South America.
AUefa-ledmotion to introduce term

limits or age limits — both of which
were seenasattempts to stifleBlatter—
was resoundingly beaten.
It also looks increasingly likely that

the investigation into allegations of
corruption before the 2018 and 2022
WorldCupbidswill not affectBlatter or
his supporters. Michael Garcia, an
American lawyer hired by Fifa to con-
duct the independent inquiry, is
expected to release his report next
month.
“Now is not the time . . . not my

time,” Platini said, despite rejecting
the notion that Blatter is unassaila-
ble. However, he took the
opportunity to emphasise
that he was not support-
ing the Fifa president
and urged other candi-
dates to come for-
ward. “Wewant a Fifa
that works better,”
he said. “One with
more transparen-
cy. More solidari-
ty. One which is
more respectedby
those who love

football. And we’ll do everything we
can to make it happen.
“I will no longer support Blatter. I

lookedhim in the eye and toldhim that.
I’ve said to him that he should not run
again. I will support someone who
brings something new to football.”
The difficulty is finding someone

who can do that and, at the same time,
challenge Blatter. Platini, though, said
that regardless of who is at the helm, a
stronger, more independent-minded
executive committee could effect
change, as a counterweight to the Fifa
president. “We don’t want to be sheep,”
he said. “We want to play a stronger
role, not let Blatter be omnipresent and
omnipotent.”
Platini also underlined his belief that

the Financial Fair Play regulations he
introduced are achieving their objec-
tives, citing the cumulative losses of
European clubs declining from
£1.35billion to £635million from2011 to
2013. He said that, for the first time in
five years, revenues were growing at a
faster clip (5.7per cent) than wages
(3.7percent).
He also talked about his continuing

fight against third-party ownership of
players, while taking another swipe at
Blatter along the way. “What’s happen-
ing isn’t fair and it isn’t right, but it’s Fifa
who are calling the shots,” he said.
Platini softened his opposition to

goalline technology, though. “Intro-
ducing it in our club competitions is out
of the question, too expensive,” he said.
“But for the EuropeanChampionship, I
want to hear from [Pierluigi] Collina
[headofUefa referees]. If it can improve
things, we’ll see.”
He leftmaking it clear that, shouldhe

choose to run for the Fifa role in the
future, hewanted to do so as something

more than just the anti-Blatter
candidate.

“I realised that all those
who likedmeand supported
me wanted me to stay and
continue my work at Uefa,”
he said. “And those who do
not like Blatter wantedme to

go and be president of
Fifa.”

he

The winger is starting his sixth season
at Bayern and has improved as the
years have gone on. His speed and
dribbling skills brought an otherwise
pedestrian Holland team
to life at the World Cup.
His goalscoring has
contributed to two
Bayern victories
over City and
one against
Manchester
United

The Schalke centre back made
most of his Germany appearances
before this year’s World Cup as a

right back yet started his
country’s triumphant seven

games in Brazil at left back.
His versatility has helped

to make him a mainstay
of his club side for the

past six years
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Schalke Maribor

Words Bill Edgar

CHELSEA
FIXTURES

Sep 17 Schalke (h)

Sep 30 Sp Lisbon (a)

Oct 21 Maribor (h)

Nov 5 Maribor (a)

Nov 25 Schalke (a)

Dec 10 Sp Lisbon (h)

MAN CITY FIXTURES

Sep 17 Bayern
Munich (a)

Sep 30 Roma (h)

Oct 21 CSKA Moskow (a)

Nov 5 CKSA Moskow (h)

Nov 25 Bayern (h)

Dec 10 Roma (a)
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years have gone on. His speed and 
dribbling skills brought an otherwise 
pedestrian Holland team 
to life at the World Cup. 
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past six years
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Schalke
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Sep 17 Schalke (h)

Sep 30 Sp Lisbon (a)

Oct 21 Maribor (h) 

Nov 5 Maribor (a)

Nov 25 Schalke (a)

Dec 10 Sp Lisbon (h)

The winger is starting his sixth season 
at Bayern and has improved as the 
years have gone on. His speed and 
dribbling skills brought an otherwise 
pedestrian Holland team 
to life at the World Cup. 
His goalscoring has 
contributed to two 
Bayern victories 
over City and 
one against 
Manchester 
United

Bayern Munich

His side dispatched Schalke comfort-
ably at home and away last season,
whileMaribor, conquerorsofCeltic, are
the weakest team in the competition.
Perhaps the most interesting

opponents, then, areSporting, runners-
up in Portugal last season.
The club continue tobenefit from the

fertility of their fabled Alcochete youth
academy,buthowmuchofa threat they
can pose — to Schalke, more than
anyone, in the race for second — may
well depend on whether they can stave
off attempts to prise the jewel in their
crown, William Carvalho, away over
the next four days.

There may also be a role in Marco
Silva’s side for one of the most
intriguing transfers of the summer:
RyanGauld, the teenager the Scots call
Baby Messi, who moved to Portugal
from Dundee United.

and elsewhere . . .
Atletico Madrid, who came within two
minutes of winning the trophy in
Lisbon in May, will be confident of
progressing from Group A, most likely
with the Italian champions, Juventus.
Olympiacos, regulars in the
competition, posemoreof a threat than
Malmo.

Barcelona and Paris Saint-Germain
— two more sides who seem to meet
with alarming frequency, splitting loy-
alties across Qatar — is the best tie of
the group stages, but neither should be
at risk of elimination after being paired
with Ajax and APOEL Nicosia, the
Cypriot team.
The remaining two groups are not

especially glamorous, but are finely
poised: Leverkusen and Zenit St
Petersburg may just shade Benfica and
Monaco in Group C, while Athletic
Bilbao and Shakhtar Donetsk may
have too much for Porto and BATE
Borisov in H.

GRAPHIC: RODDY MURRAYFORTHETIMES
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F R I C T I O N D E A R M E
U L D O O L O

I N F O A L S A N D B A G S
I T E P A A

I N C H T A R O T C A R D S
E I I E C I

C H E S S M A N U S S R
E L E G H T H

M A X I C H A T E A U X
D N F H R A

A B L E B O D I E D C U S P
O R C L C P

B A L L P A R K E Y E L I D
R E G E F N L

A D W A R E N O T A T A L L

1 Sport that doesn’t amount to
anything? (4)

3 Cooperative attitude and writing
very good— in hurry with it (4,6)

10 Being stuck, I follow secretary’s
initiative? (7)

11 Metal layer I found in curious
setting (7)

12 Killer has to organise so very well
ahead (3,6,6)

13 As a factor, four he suspects will
cover it (6)

14 Roughly separate unruly youth (8)
17 Extremely resentful having to

accept given name rejected in
private (8)

18 Works perfunctorily, frauds netting
tiny amount (6)

21 One’s right to act on treaty affected
after prisoner at the front returned
(5,2,8)

23 Discourteous speaking after a
small volume is collected (7)

24Handset oddly missing square base
(7)

25 Time to wear the first shoe by itself
(5-5)

26 The date I want anger to drop away
(4)

1 Less busy, so man of spirit sacks girl
(7)

2 Wood, part of table, one turns
beautifully in Canada (5,4)

4 Leaves quarters to go to bed (6)
5 Fish with extra length always
caught (5,3)

6 Result half decided, officer
interrupting gambling game firmly
closed pot (8,6)

7 Author announced “A Dish in
Delhi” (5)

8 Miles, without thinking, follows
lifting computer stuff, like a mouse
(7)

9 Certain reason to support appeal
for recreational space (8,6)

15 Maid known somehow to be
member of this? (9)

16 National symbol to take off
— raised in Parliament (8)

17 Runs late in the end, then rings and
cancels (7)

19 What makes this posh boy in the
class speechless at the back? (7)

20Make an effort and breed (6)
22 Women organised clubs around

pagan practices (5)
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british press awards — sports team of the year

British sprinter
takes on the world’s
top 100 metre men
Athletics, page 54

Dasaolu joins
the fast show

y(7HB7E2*OTSMPR( +@!\

Buying The Times: Austria€4.80; Belgium €4.00; Bulgaria
BGN7.50Cyprus €4.00;NorthCyprusYTL8.00;DenmarkDKK
30.00;France €4.00;Germany €4.00;Gibraltar £2.00;Greece
€4.00; Italy €4.00; Luxembourg €4.00;Malta €4.00;Morocco
MAD 36.00; Netherlands €4.00; Norway NOK 42.00; Oman
OMR 1.50; Portugal €4.00; Spain €4.00; Sweden SEK 35.00;
Switzerland CHF 6.80; Turkey TL6.50; UAE AED11

Can England see off
critics and become
world-beaters?
Cricket, page 56

One-day best
under scrutiny
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Rooney must
set standards,
says Hodgson
Oliver Kay
Chief Football Correspondent

WayneRooneywas appointedEngland
captain yesterday with a warning from
Roy Hodgson about the need to
maintain the highest standards on and
off the pitch.
Hodgson said Rooney was the

“obvious choice” to lead England after
Steven Gerrard’s retirement from
international football, but the 28-year-
old’s elevation followed a face-to-face
conversation in which he was asked:
“Are you prepared for all it entails?”
Hodgson stated that the captaincy
would not make Rooney “undropp-
able”, but he firmly expects the forward
to thrive as leader of a new-look
England team.
Rooney’s on-pitch conduct has at

times caused unease at the FA — two
redcards forEnglandanda tendency to
harangue referees—butHodgson says
that his faith has been shaped over the
past two years, as well as during a pri-
vate conversation on Monday.
“I had a little conversation with

Wayne and he is prepared to accept the
pressures the England captaincy
brings,” Hodgson said after naming his
squad for the friendly against Norway
on Wednesday and the opening Euro
2016 qualifier away to Switzerland five
days later. “That is important: to be sure
that the person to whom you are offer-

ing the captaincy feels he wants to take
on that responsibility.
“I have spoken to Wayne about [his

relationship with the media] in the
meeting we had face to face. I said to
him, ‘As far as I’m concerned, you are
the captain. You are the person I want.
So basically, do you want it? Are you
prepared for all it entails?’ He is happy
with that and ready to step forward and
suffer whatever comes his way.”
Hodgson faced calls to drop Rooney

during the World Cup, in which the
forward startedEngland’s first gameon
the left wing. “It’s a tricky onewith cap-
tains,” Hodgson said. “When you name
the captain, especially with a position
as importantasEnglandcaptain, it goes
throughyourhead that itwouldmake it
harder if I ever want to drop him.
“But I don’t think Wayne would

expect me — if he wasn’t playing well
enough, or if hewasn’t able to do the job
we wanted him to do— to keep him in
the team just because he’s captain.
“It would be a tough thing to do, and

not somethingyouwoulddo lightly, but
I would like to think a) if it was necess-
ary, I would do it, and b) I’m pretty
convinced he would accept it.”
Hodgson named four uncapped

players in his squad: Calum Chambers,
Danny Rose, Fabian Delph and Jack
Colback.
England ring in the new, page 60
Champions league draw, pages 62-63

Jump for joy: Harry Kane celebrates Tottenham Hotspur’s first goal as they beat AELLimassol 3-0, earning a 5-1 aggregate
victory in their play-off. Paulinho scored the second goal and Andros Townsend the third Europa League reports, page 61
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