
High and mighty Tall ships leaving Falmouth harbour yesterday in a Parade of Sail on their way to the starting point for a race to Greenwich. Tens of thousands of spectators lined the cliffs to see them off

Britain must reclaim control over its
borders from Europe and introduce
tough immigration controls, a leading
Conservativegrassrootsorganisation is
demanding.
The plan, outlined in Conservative-

Home’s pre-election manifesto, is
supported by YouGov polling, which
indicates that seven out of ten voters
want free movement within the EU
scrapped, rising to nine out of ten
among Tory voters.
The calls for tougher limits on EU

migration, which command sympathy
among some cabinet ministers and
many Tory MPs, is a deliberate
provocation to David Cameron, who
has refused to engage with the idea
because he sees it as an unrealistic

target for his EU renegotiation
strategy.
Pressure is growing, however, after

the prime minister was confronted
by dreadful migration figures last
week. Net migration was 243,000 in
the year to March, up from 175,000
the year before and two thirds of the
increase came fromEU citizens, whom
Britain is powerless to stop entering
the country.
Under the ConservativeHome pro-

posal Britain would take control of
borders back from the EU and
existing immigration targets would be
replaced by a points-based system,
emphasising the skills needed for
economic growth, similar to one used
in Australia. New immigrants would be
required to buy their own health and
welfare insurance cover and access to

public services would have to be
“earned”.
This latest challenge comes after a

difficult week for the prime minister,
with theToryMPDouglasCarswell de-
fecting to Ukip because of a failure to
make progress on Europe, triggering a
by-election in his safe seat of Clacton.
Mr Carswell’s move has put the

persistence of the Ukip vote and Mr
Cameron’sdifficulties inEuropeback in
the spotlight before the party confer-
ence season. It came as:
6Tory MPs urged Mr Cameron to
ignore the Clacton by-election, with
Nigel Evans urging the leadership to
“sit this oneout”.Apoll bySurvation for
The Mail on Sunday put Ukip on 64 per
cent, with theConservatives trailing on
20 per cent. It also emerged that Boris
Johnson turned down a request from

Mr Cameron to fight the seat rather
than Uxbridge.
6TheTories face a threat fromUkip in
up to 20 seats, according to a leading
academic and Ukip expert. Matthew
Goodwin identifies Thanet South,
which will be contested by Nigel Far-
age, Thurrock, Great Yarmouth, Bos-

ton and Skegness, as well as Clacton,
which he thinks will be taken by Ukip
next month.
6Donald Tusk, the Polish prime
minister and champion of EU free

movement, was chosen on Saturday as
the EU council president.Mr Cameron
opposed Mr Tusk’s candidature six
weeks ago, fearing that he would block
his reforms, but changed his mind last
week, striking a deal when he looked
unstoppable. Mr Tusk said that he
would now “meet the concerns voiced
by Britain” about benefit tourism.
6 George Osborne’s views on Europe
have undergone an “unmistakable
hardening”, according to a new edition
of his biography by Janan Ganesh. The
chancellor now believes that EU exit is
“no longer unthinkable” and fears that
the eurozone is increasingly working
against the interests of countries out-
side the single currency.
The primeminister is hoping to defer

any internal row about Europe until
Continued on page 9, col 3

Ben Hoyle Mariupol

Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

Reclaim our borders, PMwarned
Grassroots Tories ramp up pressure over EU migration

Putin demands statehood for breakaway Ukraine region
President Putin raised the spectre
of a new Russian puppet state inside
Europe yesterday when he called for
immediate talks on “statehood” for
southeast Ukraine.
His remarks came days after he

compared the government in Kiev to
the Nazis and warned theWest “not to
messwith us”.MrPutin has also started
referring to the Donbass region as
“Novorossiya”, a reference to itsTsarist-
era past as a province of Russia.
Pro-Russian rebels in southeast

Ukraine have been fighting Kiev for

almost five months and last week
achieved a string of successes.
The victories have comeas a result of

what Nato called “more and more
overt” Russian military support, in-
cluding the deployment of more than
1,000 troops with heavy weaponry and
armoured vehicles. The separatists

fired yesterday on a Ukrainian naval
vessel in the Azov Sea, in the first naval
attack of the conflict. A rescue mission
wasunderway last night, theUkrainian
military said.Ukrainian troops and res-
idents were reinforcing the port of
Mariupol yesterday, the next big city in
the path of the pro-Russian fighters.

The rebels were accused of killing
hundreds of Ukrainian fighters on Sat-
urday. Paramilitaries who escaped said
that dozens of their comrades had been
taken prisoner when insurgents re-
neged on a deal to let them withdraw
peacefully from the besieged town of
Continued on page 2, col 3
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The political class faces
a problem of credibility
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McCartney in storm of abuse
after urging Scotland to stay
Lindsay McIntosh
Scottish Political Editor
Hamish Macdonell

Sir Paul McCartney was subjected to a
stream of vitriol yesterday after he ex-
pressed anopinionon the issue of Scot-
tish independence.
McCartney, whose love song to Scot-

land, Mull of Kintyre, featured in the
opening ceremony of the Glasgow
CommonwealthGames, signed a letter
that made the case for the Union.
He joinedSirMickJagger,DameJudi

Dench, Stephen Hawking and 200
figures from cinema, sport, television
and literature to state: “What unites us
is much greater than what divides us.
Let’s stay together.”
On socialmedia, hewas described as,

variously, “a prick”, having “more
money than sense”, “well past his best”
and requiring spoon feeding.Hewas al-
so branded “yet another English mil-
lionaire with zero connection” — al-
though he has owned a 600-acre farm
on Mull since 1966.
McCartney joins a string of figures

who have suffered abuse for backing
the Union, including JK Rowling.
The attacks on the singer come days

after the ugliness of the Scottish inde-
pendencedebate spread from the inter-
net and into the streets.
Jim Murphy, the Labour MP, was

forced to suspendacountrywide speak-
ing tour last week because of a cam-
paign of abuse against him.
Alex Salmond found himself at the

centre of the row yesterday when he
was criticised for refusing to take ahard
line against the “mob”. The Scottish
first minister went on television to de-
ride Mr Murphy’s claims of intimida-
tion as “ridiculous”. He even dismissed
the former Scottish secretary as the
equivalent of someone with an “end is
nigh” sandwich board around his neck.
MrMurphy has vowed to resume his

street-corner campaign just as soon as
the police can guarantee public safety
at his events. Crowds of Yes campaign
supporters have taken to turning up at
events on his “100 days, 100 towns”
tour. Often, they chant abuse at Mr
Murphy in an attempt to drown him
out. On two occasions, he was hit by
eggs, while on others he has been
threatened with violence.
MrSalmond said that he condemned

all the “odd idiots” who caused prob-
lems on both sides, but he added: “I

don’t hold press conferences accusing
Mr Murphy or the No campaign of or-
chestrating these events because I
know it would be ridiculous to do so.”
However, an insider at the Better To-

gether campaign criticised Mr Sal-
mond for failing to take responsibility
for the actions of supporters onhis side.
He said: “If Alex Salmond wanted this
intimidation to stop, then one word
from him would bring it to an end.”
There are likely to be further ugly

sceneswhenNigel Farage attends a ral-
ly in Glasgow six days before the refer-
endum. The Ukip leader’s decision is a
headache for Better Together leaders,
who do not want to be associated with
him. When he held a press conference
in anEdinburghpub last year, he had to
be rescued by police.
The abuse suffered by McCartney

after he signed the Let’s Stay Together
campaign’s open letter to Scotlandmir-
rors that dished out to other public
figures. After donating to Better To-
gether,MsRowlingwas told: “Yeah, you
stick with England and the tax breaks
for you super-rich. Pathetic woman.”
McCartney’s publicist declined to com-
ment last night.
Magnus Linklater, page 18

MP urges Labour to find
energy and a good story
Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

Labour needs to show more energy in
setting out its vision for government if
Ed Miliband is to become the next
primeminister, one of the party’s rising
stars has said.
Chuka Umunna, the shadow busi-

ness secretary, insisted that the party
could win a majority “if we make the
right calls” and if it had a “hopeful,
optimistic, aspirational story”.
In a separate interview, MrMiliband

admitted that his relationship with his
brother,David,was still difficult follow-
ing the 2010 Labour leadership contest.
“It’s hard, but yes. We talk quite a bit.

About politics, about my mum, what’s
going on with his kids and my kids . . .
you know,” he said.
Mr Umunna, in an interview with

Alastair Campbell, Tony Blair’s former
spin doctor, said that “even more
energy” was needed from across the
party to win the election.
Asked if Labourwas going to secure a

majority, he said: “We can. I don’t know
if we will but we can, if we make the
right calls, if we focus on people and
their ambitions and not on the bubble
at Westminster.
“Wehave to tell a hopeful, optimistic,

aspirational story that relates to their
lives.”
Mr Umunna, the MP for Streatham

and the son of a Nigerian immigrant
father, claimed to have “taken a lot of
racial abuse and invective from Ukip
activists” for speaking up on the
benefits of immigration.
“People do have legitimate concerns

about controls, integration, ensuring
people do not exploit the system and
contribute, we should address those
concerns,” he said in the interview for
the October edition of GQ. “But the
NHS would collapse without immi-
grants.TheWindrush, otherswhocame
here at our request, they helped rebuild
our country after the war.”
Mr Umunna suggested that some of

Labour’s difficulties originated with
Gordon Brown. “I do think we need to
talkmoreproudly aboutour record.We
doneed toexplainandrebut thisnotion
that we crashed the car,” he said.
“My view is that the seeds were sown

under the last government andGordon
— for whom I have a lot of respect —
his refusal to use the word ‘cuts’ in try-
ing to frame the economic debate as
investment versus cuts gave the im-
pressionwedidn’t understand that debt
anddeficitwould have to be dealtwith.”

Speaker set to
face his critics
over new clerk
Sam Coates, Laura Pitel

JohnBercowwill today faceMPs for the
first time since a row erupted over his
recommended candidate for the post of
clerk of the House.
TheSpeakerwillmake a statement in

the chamber over his choice of Carol
Mills, an Australian who is currently
head of the department of parliament-
ary services in Canberra.
MPs have voiced concerns about Ms

Mills’s lack of knowledge of Westmin-
ster procedures and believe she is too
inexperienced for the prestigious
£200,000-a-year position, which com-
bines the clerk’s duties as a key consti-
tutional adviser with the role of chief
executive of the Commons.
The Speaker is understood to favour

splitting the post of clerk in two and
handing her the administrative role.
An influential committee will meet

today to discuss the Speaker’s expected
statement. Bernard Jenkin, chairman
of the public administration select
committee, said he would be arguing
for a pre-appointment hearingwithMs
Mills if she was to be chosen.
Melanie Phillips, page 18

Rebel successes give Putin a boost in Ukraine
Continued from page 1
Illovaisk. The Crimea Battalion, one of
several privately funded units involved
in much of the most intense combat,
said on its Facebook page: “There was
no kind of corridor at all. They started
shooting at the column. We broke
through two encirclements to get out.”
The Kremlin continues to deny that

it has sent troops ormilitary equipment
to support the insurgency.
The Russian president said on state

television that talks should be held im-
mediately between Kiev and the rebels
to end the bloodshed. These should
focus “not just on technical issues
but on the political organisation of

society and statehood in southeastern
Ukraine”, he said. Moscow could not
stand aside while people were being
shot “almost at point blank”.
The Kremlin said yesterday that Mr

Putin’s use of the word “statehood” was
not an endorsement of rebel independ-
ence. His spokesman, Dmitri Peskov,
when asked whether Novorossiya, or
“New Russia”, should still be part of
Ukraine, replied: “Of course.”
European Union leaders agreed on

Saturday to prepare new economic
sanctions againstMoscowby theendof
this week. The United States is also
planning to tighten its sanctions.
Russia has never formally endorsed

the rebels’ demands for independence
in east Ukraine. Mr Putin’s words have
nonetheless set alarm bells ringing
acrossEurope, holdingout the threat of
anequivalent toTransnistria,Abkhazia
or South Ossetia, other “frozen con-
flicts” exploited by Moscow to exert
influence over Moldova and Georgia.
Andrei Purgin, the deputy leader of

the self-declared Donetsk People’s
Republic, said last night that he would
join talks between an established “con-
tact group” of representatives from
Moscow, Kiev and the rebels today in
Minsk, the Belarusian capital.
Leading article, page 20
Trenches at the border, pages 22-23
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Princes inherit Diana’s wedding dress
TheweddingdresswornbyLadyDiana
Spencer at her wedding to Prince
Charles is to be given to their sons.
The gown has been in the possession

of her brother, Earl Spencer, since her
death in 1997, andhasbeenat the centre
of a worldwide exhibition calledDiana:
A Celebration.
According to the earl, her will had

stated that her belongings were to be
“looked after” by him until both of her
sons turned 30. Prince Harry will be 30
on September 15.
The prince is also set to receive his

share of his mother’s fortune.
For the past five years the prince has

been able to access only the interest,
unlike his brother, the Duke of Cam-
bridge, who is thought to have received
as much as £10 million on his 30th

birthday. PrinceHarry’s share could be
even higher given the accumulated in-
terest. The prince is paid a £40,000
salary by the Army and has
access to about £2 million
left to him by his great
grandmother, Queen
Elizabeth the Queen
Mother.

It is not known what will become of
the wedding dress, which was designed
by David and Elizabeth Emanuel. On
one of its halts during the world tour,
visitors were charged £15 to see it at the
CincinnatiMuseumCenter, alongwith
another 28 dresses and other personal

effects. Mr Emanuel said the
dress would be the “perfect

vehicle” to earn money
for the princes’ chari-
ties. “That wedding
gown has certainly
earned its keep,”
he told the Mail
on Sunday.
“It has been

around the globe
many, many times. I

think more people abroad
have seen this wedding gown

than British people.”

The best husbands come in
small packages, study shows
Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

David Sanderson

Women who shun shorter menmay be
missing out on ideal partners, accord-
ing to a study that suggests small men
do more housework.
Sociologists in the US analysed data

frommore than 3,000 couples to assess
how the height of aman had an impact
on his relationships.
While short men — under 5ft 7in —

were less likely togetmarried, fewergot
divorced, compared with taller rivals.
This may be because, on average,

they perform eight hours and 28 min-
utes per week of housework, compared
with sevenhours and38minutes for av-
eragemenandsevenhoursand30min-

utes for tall men—over 6ft 2in. Abigail
Weitzman, a PhD candidate at New
York University, said: “Short men may
have a harder time getting married
because they’re viewed as less mascu-
line.Womenwho have traditional gen-
der ideals may find that less desirable.”
She said the lower divorce rates for

smallermen arose becausewomen “re-
sistant” to marrying short men were
more likely to “opt out” before it gets to
the point of marriage.
Short men are more likely to be the

breadwinner, probably because they
marry older and less well-educated
women, according to the research. A
fifth of the short men in the sample
were in a relationshipwithwomenwho
had not finished high school.

ha

The wedding
gown could be a
money-spinner
for the princes’
charities

Bobby dazzled by the charisma of JFK
A Kennedy brother’s
insecurities are exposed
in a newly discovered
series of private letters,
Will Pavia reports

His younger brother Teddy was better
at football, his older brother John was
better with women: what was a teen-
aged Robert Kennedy to do, but perse-
vere, in the face of tremendous odds?
“I amnow chasingwomenmadly but

it looks as if I lack the Kennedy charm
as I have yet to find a girl who likesme,”
BobbyKennedywrote in one of a series
of letters that have now come to light,
exposing the particular angst of being
an adolescent, a Kennedy and the
younger brother of a charming war
hero.
The virility of the Kennedy brothers

would eventually become the stuff of
legend. Biographers of Robert F
Kennedy would claim, with varying
degrees of evidence, that he conducted
affairs with the most glamourous
women of his time, among them
Marilyn Monroe and his brother’s
widow, Jacqueline. But letters, hitherto
unknown to historians and kept for
decades by a school friend, show a
gawky teenager who felt that he was
unlucky in love.
“I don’t quit so easy so I’m still in

there struggling,” he wrote in July of

1944. A fortnight earlier, his older
brother, John, endowed with a far
greater share of “Kennedy charm”, had
featured in theNewYorkermagazine, in
an article describing how he had saved
an injured crewmember of hiswrecked
torpedo boat by swimming through
darkenedwaters, theman’s life-vestbelt
clamped between his teeth.
Though some biographers would

presume that there was a bitter sibling
rivalry, the young Bobby Kennedy ap-
pears to have been immensely proud of
his big brother. “Did you see the story
about his boat?” he asks in one letter.
The letters were sent to Peter

MacLellan, a school friend who was
bothanoutstanding sportsmanand, for
a while, the boyfriend of Kennedy’s sis-
ter, Jean.
One is signed, with mock braggado-

cio: “From your mental & physical

superior,RobertFrancis.”Now90years
old and living in Florida,MrMacLellan
held onto them even as nearly every-
thing else touched by the family was
exposed to public view.
The letters are to be sold by RRAuc-

tions in Boston.
Kennedy’s struggles with women are

mirrored in the letters by a struggle to
get noticed by sports coaches. Trying
out for the baseball team: “I . . . of course
got cut but I expected it so it doesn’t
matter,” he wrote.
LaurenceLeamer, theKennedybiog-

rapher, said that Bobby’s mother wor-
ried that her son was physically weak.
“He did lack the Kennedy charm,” Mr
Leamer said yesterday. “Hewas a nerv-
ous young man and JFK was as charis-
matic a human being as you are ever
going to find.”
MrLeamerdoubts themoreoutland-

ish claims made by biographers who
displayed “an amazing ability to inter-
view the dead,” though he believes that
JohnFKennedy“spentaneveningwith
Marilyn Monroe and Bobby may have
as well”. He said: “They all had their af-
fairs but the brothers loved each other

beyond measure. He [Bobby] would do
anything for Jack.”
A letter written in September 1942

records visiting his brother, who was
“going into PT [patrol torpedo] boats
and might be killed at any minute”.
John F Kennedy was moving from a
desk job with naval intelligence to the
command of a patrol torpedo boat, the
small and speedy attack vessels de-
ployed by the US navy to attack Japa-
nese convoys supplying troops in the
south Pacific. On a moonless night in
August 1943, on the Blackett Strait, in
the Solomon Islands, a Japanese de-
stroyer emerged from the darkness and
rammed Kennedy’s boat.
Letters written by the future presi-

dent to the family of one of the men
who was killed in the incident are also
being sold by theBoston auctionhouse.
“A Japanese destroyer, travelling at
high speed, cut us in two, as we turned
into him for a shot,” he wrote to the
parents of Harold Marney.
RR Auctions expect John F Kenne-

dy’s letters to raise $40,000, outdoing
his brother once again. Bobby’s letters
are expected to raise half that amount.

Bobby Kennedy
was in awe of
John, his older
brother. Both
men allegedly
shared the
affections of the
actress Marilyn
Monroe, above,
but Bobby’s
letters to a friend
reveal that he
found it hard to
attract women

Francis.”No 90 beyond He [Bobby] uld do

KPA/ZUMA/REX; CECIL STOUGHTON /TIME & LIFE PICTURES /GETTY IMAGES



4 FGM Monday September 1 2014 | the times

News

Ban on return of British jihadists
may breach their human rights
Moves to ban British terror suspects
from returning to the UK could be ille-
gal, a leading Liberal Democrat has
warned, as officials scrambled to work
out how to fill “gaps” in the terror laws.
David Cameron is to announce the

measures in a wide-ranging statement
about the various international con-
flicts in the Commons today.
Defences against jihadists from Brit-

ain and across western Europe need to
be stiffened up, and the country faced
“very real threats”, MichaelFallon, the
Tory defence secretary said yesterday.
However, hedenied thatplans topre-

vent would-be jihadists from travelling
to Iraq and Syria while keeping out
returning Britons that are considered a
risk were a “knee-jerk response”.
The courts were the biggest chal-

lenge, he said, having replaced the pre-

vious Labour government’s regime of
control orders. Among the measures
understood to be under consideration
are proposals to make it easier to re-
move people’s passports through tem-
porary seizure powers at the border.
Officials are also looking at the pro-

spect of a “temporary bar” on British
citizens suspected of terrorist activity
fromreturning, ameasurewhichwould
stop short of stripping them of citizen-
ship and rendering them stateless.
The package could also include

beefed-up powers under the terrorism
prevention and investigationmeasures
(TPims) regime. There have been calls,
including from David Anderson, QC,
an independent reviewer of terrorism
legislation, for the ability to impose “in-
ternal exile” on suspects.
However, the plans to ban British

terror suspects from returning could be
illegal, Sir Menzies Campbell warned.

The former Lib Dem leader, who also
sits on the Intelligence and Security
Committee, said : “I think it’s rather
difficult and it might well constitute
illegality. To render a citizen stateless is
regarded as illegal in international law.
To render them stateless temporarily,
which seems tobe thepurposeofwhat’s
been proposed, can also, I think, be
described as illegal.
“At the very least it’s the kind of ques-

tion which will be tested here in our
own courts and perhaps also in the
European Court of Human Rights.”
He toldBBCRadio4’sTheWorldThis

Weekend: “I’m not party to the discus-
sions between Nick Clegg and the
prime minister, nor would I expect to
be. But any legislation, any fresh legis-
lation, would have to be subject to the
scrutiny of parliament
“There will be people on all sides of

theHouse, including someof the prime

minister’s own backbenchers, who will
want to examine in very careful detail
any question of extension.”
Lord Ashdown of Norton-sub-Ham-

don, another former Lib Dem leader,
also hit out at the Tory response to the
terror threat level being raised from
“substantial” to “severe”, claiming min-
isters including Mr Cameron had set
out to frighten people in an effort to
secure support for new powers.
Writing in The Observer, Lord Ash-

down said politicians should not act as
“cheerleaders” for the demands of the
intelligence and security services, and
hewarned theprimeminister’s rhetoric
risked alienating moderate Muslims.
“He recently told us that this fight

was about defending ‘western values’. I
cannot think of any phrase, short of
those used by George Bush during the
Iraq war, which more damages our
ability to win this battle,” he added.

Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

Choir abusers jailed
Five paedophiles have been jailed
at Croydon crown court for
abusing choristers. Phillip Tuffill,
55, from Redhill, received 14
years; Timothy Fuller, 53, from
Stoke-on-Trent, six years; Robert
Lawty, 55, from Woking, five
years; Ian Coulthart, 62, from
Brighton, three and a half years;
and Mark Jales, 51, from Wells,
one year. Gerald Heather, 65,
from Swindon, was cleared.

Search goes on for boy
Hopes are fading for a 12-year-old
boy who got into difficulties in
the sea off Anglesey with his
father and his brother. Isaac Nash
was on a camping holiday with
his family when they were hit by
a wave. Adam Nash, 35, from
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire,
managed to rescue Xander, 10,
but Isaac was dragged from the
grip of his grandfather, Paul, who
had waded in to try to save him,.

Joan Rivers life support
The comedian Joan Rivers, 81,
remained in a serious condition
last night, three days after
suffering a cardiac arrest while
undergoing minor surgery on her
throat in New York. The
American veteran of stand-up
comedy was on life support at
Mount Sinai hospital, Manhattan,
as her family were inundated
with messages of support from all
over the world.

Great diamond hunt
Treasure hunters are expected to
descend on Cheltenham later this
month when ten Cartier
diamonds, worth £1,000 each, are
hidden around the town for a
charity treasure hunt. Entrants
can buy a treasure map at Beards,
the town’s 210-year-old jeweller,
in exchange for a £10 donation to
Maggie’s Cancer Caring Centres.
They can also buy extra clues for
£5 at the event on September 13.
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Purple patch Harvesting in full flow yesterday on Tim Hunter’s lavender farm in Hertfordshire. Oil will be extracted from the flower seeds. Forecast, page 17

Former supermarket guard threatens to bomb Britain

A formerMorrisons security guard has
become a fighter with the Islamic State
and threatened to bomb Britain.
Omar Hussain, 27, worked at the

supermarket for threeyearsuntil he left
after vandalising a manager’s car.
School friends described him as a

weird social outcast who told girls to
dress conservatively and put their hair
up or face punishment from God.
Hussain appeared anonymously on

Newsnight using the nom de
guerre Awlaki. He told the BBC: “I hate
the UK. The only reason why I would

intend to return to the UK is when I
want to come and plant a bomb some-
where.”
Asked whether the Islamic State had

beheaded people around Aleppo, he
said: “I believe there were three or four
guys we beheaded. We then put their
heads in themiddle of the town centre.”
Hussain is from High Wycombe,

Buckinghamshire, where he attended
Cressex school.
He set off for Syria in January after

telling his family that he was going to a
mosque for Fridayprayers.Hehas been
involved in fighting aroundAleppo and
claimed to a friend in his home town to

havewitnessed the beheading of James
Foley, the American journalist.
The Wycombe Islamic Society said

heworshipped at itsmosquebut denied
radicalising him.
Lord Carlile of Berriew, the govern-

ment’s former independent reviewer of
terrorism legislation, expressed con-

cern that Hussainmanaged to travel to
Syria. “I would like to know what steps
were taken, given the knowledge of his
intentions,” he said.
A British woman has threatened to

behead Christians with a blunt knife
after she joined the Islamic State
fighters inSyria.Thewomanhasadopt-
ed the names UmmHussain al-Britani
or Sakinah Hussain.
On Twitter she wrote: “You Chris-

tians all need beheading with a nice
blunt knife and stuck on the railings at
raqqa . . . Come here I’ll do it for you!”
She also attacked Jews and quoted
Osama bin Laden on her home page.

Dominic Kennedy Omar Hussain:
“We beheaded
three or four guys”

GEOFF ROBINSON
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Grandmother ‘sorry that cancer boy was found’
The grandmother of a boy with a brain
tumour has said she is sorry that police
found the child in Spain before his
parents could get him the cancer treat-
ment declined by the NHS.
AshyaKingwas recovered afterwhat

his father Brett said was a ridiculous
chase across the continent, ending in a
hostel on the Costa del Sol.
His parents took Ashya, 5, from

Southampton general hospital on
Thursdayafter doctors saidhehadonly
months to live, leading to a manhunt
across England, France and Spain.
The child’s parents have been

arrested and are due to appear in a
court in Madrid today to face extradi-
tion proceedings relating to allegations
of cruelty to a child. They are expected
to fight the extradition request.
Brett King claimed on YouTube that

the family took Ashya abroad to seek a
child cancer treatment called proton
beam therapy, which Southampton
GeneralHospital arguedwouldbe inef-
fective in his case.
Patricia King, Ashya’s grandmother,

said at her home in Portsmouth: “If
Ashya comes back to the UK he might
not recover because he won’t get the
treatment we all want for him.
“I’ve seen the video. It’s the best he’s

looked in ages and I’m relieved to see
him doing so well but I just wish they
hadn’t been found.”
“I agreewithBrett. The police should

call off this ridiculous chase and leave
the family be to get the care for himwe
all want.
“I completely trust Brett’s opinion on

it all and he’s very angry about what’s
gone onover the last fewdays. It’s abso-
lutely disgusting to see our family all
over the news.”
Mr King displayed his son on the

video blog and claimed that the sub-
dued-looking child was “very happy”
and had been smiling a lot more since
leaving hospital.
Mr King and his wife Naghemeh,

both Jehovah’s Witnesses, fled on a
ferry from Portsmouth to Cherbourg
with Ashya and their six other children
and went to Spain.
Ashyawas said tobe ina stable condi-

tion and under police guard in the
paediatric oncology department at the
regional university hospital in Malaga,
a hospital spokesman said yesterday.
A European arrest warrant was

issued because Ashya had been taken
against medical advice. However, Mr

King said on YouTube that the family
was hoping to get treatment for the boy
in the Czech Republic.
Although proton beam radiotherapy

isnotyetperformed inEnglandongen-
eral cancer victims, the NHS spends
£8million a year flying 99 children
abroad for the treatment.
In the YouTube video posted before

his arrest, Mr King said that he was
prepared to raise the money to pay for
his son to be treated on the continent.
He had researched the technique on
the internet after Ashya’s doctors said
that it was inappropriate and suggested

analternative. “Protonbeamis somuch
better for children with brain cancer,”
he said.
“It zones in on the area, whereas

normal radiation passes right through
his head and comes out the other side
and destroys everything in his head.
“We pleaded with them for [it]. They

looked at me straight in the face and
said with his cancer, which is called
medulloblastoma, it would have no
benefit whatsoever.
“I went straight back tomy roomand

looked it up and theAmerican sites and
French sites and Switzerland sites

where they have proton beam said the
opposite, it would be very beneficial for
him.”
He said he had offered to sell his

property to pay for the proton beam.
University Hospital Southampton

NHS Foundation Trust said:
“Throughout Ashya’s admission we
have had conversations about the
treatment options available to him and
we had offered the family access to a
second opinion, as well as assistance
with organising treatment abroad.”
As British police arrived in Malaga,

Assistant Chief Constable Chris Shead,

from Hampshire constabulary, said
that the force made no apology for the
hunt. He said officers had acted on
medical advice because the boy’s life
was at risk.
TheDepartmentofHealth said: “De-

cisions on treatment for individual
patients are made by doctors who are
best placed to know what their patient
needs.”
The parents were arrested at 9pm on

Saturday at theHotel Esperanza hostel
in Benajarafe, a village about 14 miles
east of Malaga.
Libby Purves, page 19

Graham Keeley, Dominic Kennedy

Naghemeh and Brett King in the police car that took them to Madrid last night

Q&A
Can families remove
children from
hospital?
Yes. In the same way
that an adult patient
can sign themselves
out of hospital against
doctor’s orders, the
parents of a child can
take them away.

So can children be
freely removed in
any circumstances?
Be very careful. If a
parent fails to provide
medical help for a
child, or unreasonably
refuses to allow
treatment, they
can be prosecuted for
neglect.

What can hospitals
do to prevent
irresponsible or
misguided parents
from removing their
children?
They can apply for the
child to be made a
ward of court. Then
the court would make
decisions about the
child’s future, after
listening to the
opinions of medical
experts. The parents
would lose control.

When do hospitals

try to get the courts
to intervene?
A classic case is when
the parents are
Jehovah’s Witnesses
whose beliefs forbid
blood transfusions.
Since the parents
would be unwilling
to give consent,
doctors can ask
the courts to make the
child a ward of court
until the treatment is
complete.

Is it always up to the
doctors to overrule
the parents on behalf
of the child?
No. Local authority
social services can
intervene against
doctors and parents if
they believe it is in the
child’s interest. In one
case, parents refused
to allow a routine
lifesaving operation on
a baby with Down’s

syndrome. The doctors
declined to operate
without the family’s
consent so the council
persuaded a court to
allow the surgery.

Did the Southampton
hospital try to
remove the parents’
control over Ashya
King, left?
According to Mr King,
there was a discussion
about taking out a
“protection order”
which could have
prevented the parents
from seeing their son
on the ward. No such
order was in place
when the family took
him abroad.

Were the police right
to launch a manhunt
for Ashya King?
Mark Stephens, the
human rights lawyer,
said the police had
“behaved in an
exemplary fashion”.
Once they felt the
child was in danger,
they were obliged to
find him.

What about the
suggestions of
neglect?
This is only an
allegation. It will be a
matter for the courts
to examine whether
the parents were at
fault.

SOLARPIX
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Free school
backed by
Eton opens
its doors
It haswealthy backers, families fighting
for a place for their children, and an
enviable locationnot far fromWindsor.
No, not Eton College but the state
school it is sponsoring, Holyport
College, which opens tomorrow.
The first free school to take boarding

pupils has cost £15 million of public
money to build and is receiving
substantial support from its world-re-
nowned neighbour. Yet unlike Eton,
which charges £35,000 a year in fees,
the education at Holyport is free.
Boarding costs £11,500 each year.
It is more than eight times oversub-

scribed for day pupils and three times
for boarding pupils. Walter Boyle, the
headmaster, will welcome 54 boarders
to the school tomorrowevening, and66
day pupils on Wednesday morning.
While Eton is not donatingmoney to

the project, Old Etonians have provid-
ed artificial grass worth £140,000 for
thesportspitchesandpupilswill beable
to use Eton’s famous rowing facilities.
The public school, which David

Cameronattended, is also paying for an
educational consultant to provide
expertise to Holyport teachers.
Unlike Eton, Holyport will be all-

ability and co-educational. As a free
school, an academy-style state school,
it will be given freedom from local
authority control. It will eventually
provide up to 500 secondary places,
including sixth-form.
MrBoyle said: “We’reverygrateful to

the government for the amount of
fundingwe’ve got.We recognise we did
well out of the free school pot. The
buildings are more or less finished and
we will open on time.”
Many of the boarders are from the

southeast, and a similar proportion are
expat children, Mr Boyle said. Three
receive bursaries and the school hopes
to increase that number. Of the day
pupils, five are in care, four have been
given priority due tomedical needs and
four have special needs statements.
“The school will be a blend of tradi-

tional and innovative,” Mr Boyle said,
adding that it was employing “graduate
fellows”, recent graduates in the arts
and sciences, to assist teachers.
Tony Little, Eton’s headmaster, said:

“We look forward to sharing a number
of our facilities andactivities anddevel-
oping educational initiatives for the
benefit of pupils of both colleges.”

Nicola Woolcock

Traditional subjects ‘are key to success’
Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

All pupils will be expected to take a
range of traditional GCSEs including
science and a foreign language, accord-
ing to Nicky Morgan, the education
secretary.
Schools are now measured on how

many pupils pass the “English bacca-
laureate”, which incorporates English,
maths, a foreign language, science and
history or geography.
The Conservatives are expected to

go further in their election manifesto,
however, by putting pressure on
schools to teach these subjects to all
pupils until the age of 16.
Schools that do not comply could be

penalised by Ofsted, and find it impos-
sible to achieve a good or outstanding
rating from the schools regulator.
English and maths are already com-

pulsory for all pupils. Critics claim that
some schools enter pupils for other
GCSEs that are easier to pass, thus
boosting their positions in league
tables, and restricting teenagers’
chances of getting into a good univers-
ity.Others say, however, that there is no
point forcing pupils to take subjects
which they do not understand or enjoy
to GCSE level.
Mrs Morgan, who replaced Michael

Gove as education secretary, said the
presumption that all children should
study at least five core subjects would
help to address inequalities in the

education system. “We want students
to be able to keep their options open for
as longas possible in termsofwhat they
are going to do after school or college,”
she said.
“In selective schoolsor schoolswitha

low proportion of free school meals,
that is what they are already doing. But
that is not always happening in less
advantaged areas.” Under the Tory
proposals,Ofsted couldgive a “good”or
“outstanding” rating only to a school
that enrols all its pupils in the core
GCSE subjects, which together form
the English baccalaureate.
“These core academic subjects offer

children great opportunities,” Mrs
Morgan said. “They are what universi-
ties are looking for. I want to make it

clear to pupils how important maths is,
in terms of earnings andkeeping career
options open.”
As well as schools pushing these

choicesonpupils,MrsMorgansaid that
parents had a responsibility to encour-
age their children to take traditional ac-
ademic subjects. She promised to allow
popular schools to expand, telling The
Sunday Telegraph: “I want to work with
schools and authorities to look at the

provision of places. We want good
schools to expand and free schools are
very much a part of that.”
Modern foreign languages were

compulsory at GCSE until 2004, when
they became optional. After that, take-
up fell by a third, having a knock-on
effect on numbers taking A levels and
degrees in the subject.
From this week, primary schools will

have to teach languages suchasFrench,
German or Spanish to pupils from the
age of seven.
Other curriculum changes being

introduced this term include computer
coding lessons for all primary pupils,
and personal finance lessons for
secondary pupils.
Dominic Cummings, page 17

Making tracks The Jacobite train takes tourists on the West Highland Railway Line across the Glenfinnan Viaduct, which was built by Sir Robert McAlpine in 1898

Lack of classroom places
means more home tuition
Nicola Woolcock

Pressure on school places could be
forcing more parents to educate their
children at home, a survey suggests.
Thousands of families have been left

disappointed because competition for
the best schools, coinciding with a rise
in the birth rate, has left them without
a place at the school of their choice.
Growing numbers of parents are

thought to be taking the decision to
home educate instead.
A survey of a fifth of education

authorities in England and Wales
showed that 1,700 families had still not
accepted an offer to take up a school
place this week. There were 209 in
Hertfordshire, 213 in East Sussex and
89 in Barnet. Not all authorities had
figures, so the national number is likely
tobemuchhigher, according to the sur-
vey by The Independent newspaper.
Separate figures obtained through

freedom of information requests show
that 20,842 children were home-edu-

cated in England in 2012, a rise of 500,
or 2.4 per cent, on the previous year.
In Kent, 823 children were studying

at home last year, the newspaper
claimed, and in Gloucestershire the
figure went up from 250 to 400
between 2008 and 2013.
Although many groups that support

home-educating parents do not keep
figures, they say that more families
appear to be teaching their children at
homebecauseofdifficulties in findinga
suitable school.
Last week the Local Government

Association warned of a £1 billion
“black hole” in schools’ funding that
councils were trying to fill from their
own budgets or by borrowing.
One parent posted on the parenting

website Mumsnet that she was home
educating her daughter because of the
lack of suitable school places. She
wrote: “People keep asking my daugh-
ter if she’s looking forward to starting
school next week. Then I explain, they
giveme pity and look atme like a loon.”

Nicky Morgan:“We
want students to
keep options open”

Top comprehensives beat
private rivals to university
Greg Hurst Education Editor

England’s top-performing comprehen-
sive schools send more teenagers to
leading universities than dozens of
selective fee-charging schools.
About 100 all-ability state schools

send at least a quarter of their pupils to
the most sought-after British universi-
ties, and at some the proportion is
much higher.
Campaigners forwideropportunities

in education said the figures showed
that the gulf in standards within the
state sector must be tackled. Others
called for changes to admissions poli-
cies at the most popular state schools,
such as local lotteries to allocate places.
Last week a report by a commission

on social mobility, set up byNick Clegg
and chaired by Alan Milburn, the
former Labour cabinet minister,
showed that formerpupils of independ-
ent schools dominated the 4,000 most
senior positions in public life. But ana-
lysis by The Times shows that a signifi-

cant minority of state schools out-
perform private schools. They are
based on destinations of school leavers
aged 18 in 2012.
The figures exclude England’s 163

remaining grammar schools but in-
clude some schools that are partially
selective for historical reasons, but are
classedas comprehensives.Of these, 34
schools sent at least 30 per cent of their
pupils to Russell Group universities.
The highest performing, sending

57 per cent, was Watford Grammar
School for Boys, which despite its name
selects about a third of pupils on aca-
demic or musical ability.
Watford Grammar School for Girls

had the second highest Russell Group
success rate, at 55per cent, and the joint
highest for Oxbridge entry, of 8 per
cent. It shared this with Cherwell
School in Oxford, which has a larger
sixth form.
The average Russell Group progres-

sion rate for independent schools was
38 per cent.

RUSSELL CHEYNE/REUTERS
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I considered suicide
but my family’s had
enough death, says
Geldof daughter
David Sanderson

Bob Geldof’s eldest daughter has spo-
ken for the first time of her battle with
depression and of her family’s struggle
to cope with the death this year of her
younger sister.
Fifi Geldof, who has lost both her

mother, Paula Yates, and sister Peaches
to heroin overdoses, said that her clini-
cal depression began when she 11, dur-
ing her parents’ acrimonious divorce.
MsGeldof, 31, said shehadgone from

being a “generally happy child” to wak-
ing up “crying about everything and
nothing”. “It wasn’t a slow and gentle
descent into depression,” she said.
“Something totally switches in your
mind. I’m still trying to work out what’s
wrong with me now.”
MsGeldof, who has recently become

engaged and who works in public rela-
tions, said that she had never spoken to
her father about her condition.
She has also spoken openly of her

family’s struggles after the divorce of
her parents two decades ago.
Her mother’s lover Michael Hutch-

ence died in 1997, and Yates died in
2000. Peaches Geldof was found dead

at the age of 25 in April
this year, after a hero-
in overdose at the
home she shared
with her husband
and two young
children. Fifi Gel-
dof said that her
sister “knew more
than anyone else
in the family”
about her depres-
sion.
“Peaches’ death

is like a piece of me
thathas been taken.
Apiece ofmyheart
and soul has gone,”
she told The Mail on
Sunday. “Peaches and
I were quite similar,
mostly in our feelings
about stuff that went
on that we bonded over.”
She said that the death of

her sister had forced her to
take more “responsibili-
ty” for her family. “Mum’s
gone, Peaches has now gone;
there are people more im-

portant to me than myself to take care
of.Dadhas beenwonderful with us but,
with the whole Peaches thing, I know
he is not able to take care of himself en-
tirely at the moment. And because of
that he can’t take care of us, so I need to
step up and take care of him, take care
of [her younger sisters Pixie and Tiger-
Lily] and just make sure it’s all as
smooth and hurt-free as it can be at the
moment.”
Her father, who is 62, has previously

spoken of his own “universes of grief.
Ms Geldof revealed that, after her

parents separated, she, Peaches and
Pixie had several court-ordered ses-
sions with a therapist who in her case
diagnosed clinical depression.
“I kept it tomyself,” she said. “I always

have done. I never expressly told my
parents. Dad doesn’t know. I wouldn’t
talk to him about it now. I don’t have
that relationshipwithmy family. I don’t
want to tell anyone because I didn’t
understand it myself.”
During one of her lowest periods,

after the death of her mother, Ms Gel-
dof began drinking to excess and dab-
bling in drugs. She said that she still
missed her mother, despite their not
being “close” at the time of her death.
“We had a tempestuous relationship

to say the least,” she said. “I don’t think
I knew her that well.”
She said that she had decided to

speakaboutherdepressionafter the su-
icide lastmonth ofRobinWilliams. “It’s
the silent killer,” she said. “Everyone
has the ability to kill themselves. It just
takes one instance to flip you into the
wrong state of mind.
“I have thought about, but never at-

tempted, suicide. I wouldn’t. I’m aware,
even in the pit of my depression, there
are people that would hurt. And, quite
frankly, there’s been enough death in
our family.”

”
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Fifi Geldof with her parents in 1987 and, left, with Peaches in 2009.
Her sister’s death felt like losing “a piece of my heart and soul”

PETER SIMPSON
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Osborne ponders British exit
GeorgeOsborne’s attitude to the Euro-
pean Union has gone through an “un-
mistakable hardening”, leading him to
wonder if Britain would be better off
leaving, according to his biographer.
The chancellor now also acknowl-

edges that wanting to leave the EU has
become amainstream ambition, rather
than something which obsesses a few
on the fringe of his party, according to a
new edition of George Osborne: The
Austerity Chancellor, by Janan Ganesh.
The assessment by Mr Ganesh, who

is close toMrOsborne’s team, suggests
that the chancellor is more pessimistic
about the EU than his public rhetoric
suggests.
He presented a more optimistic vi-

sion in January when he gave a speech
suggesting Britain would be better off
insidea reformedEU,and listeda string
of achievements over the EUbudget
and EUvoting structures during David
Cameron’s time in power.
Mr Osborne’s attitude to the EU is

crucial, since he has told allies hewants
akey role in renegotiatingBritishmem-
bership if the Tories win the election.
Although this is unlikely to involve a
move to the ForeignOffice, he believes
he can influence events from the Trea-
sury.
According to Mr Ganesh, his views

hardened after he came to office. “He
remained a supporter of British mem-
bership and shook his head at the casu-
alness with which some colleagues
talked of exit. But he had arrived at two
conclusions,” MrGanesh wrote. “The
first was that exit was no longer un-

thinkable: a sequence of events leading
to that end could be imagined, and it
was not just the crazies and the bores
who were enthused by this.
“The second conclusion was that a

large EU country outside of the euro-
zone was in an increasingly invidious
position. The currency bloc was be-
coming the real decision-making cruci-
ble and voting weights were shifting in
its favour on matters of vital British in-
terest, such as banking.
“Britain was one of the largest finan-

cial contributors to an organisation
whose inner circle was doing its own
thing. His mood on the subject varied,
but, at his bleakest, he wondered whe-
ther such an arrangement could last.”
This suggests a contrast of tone com-

paredwith themore engaged approach
in his January speech to Open Europe.
Then he was keen to rebut sugges-

tions thatheandBritainwereoncourse
for exit.
“Some on the continent like to

assume this is just the UK pursuing its
own self-interest, at the expense of the
collective good. But it’s the opposite.”
Mr Osborne’s growing dismay to-

wardsEurope is likely tobe linked to the
realisation by Downing Street and the
Treasury that there is a diminishing
chance of EU treaty changes, some-
thing both MrCameron and Mr Os-
borne argued for strongly last year.
In remarks that thrilled eurosceptics

in January, Mr Osborne said: “[The re-
negotiation] is to change the EU and to
change Britain’s relationship with it,
and then to place the decision in the
handsof theBritishpeople: doyouwant
to stay in a reformed Europe, or would
you prefer to leave?”
Now, British officials are examining

what reforms could be made without
changing the EU treaties, which the

leaders of Germany and France are
keen to want to avoid. But anything
short of treaty change is likely to anger
many Tory MPs.
The updated biography says that Mr

Osborne is unlikely to leave the Trea-
sury for the Foreign Office, despite his
determination toplaya role in the rene-
gotiation.
“This [speculation] overstates the

centrality of the Foreign Office to that
project, which is too critical to be run
out of anywhere but Number 10. Cam-
eron will be his own foreign secretary,
with Osborne sharing the burden as
chancellor.
“It also understates Osborne’s love

for the job he’s doing . . . As foreign sec-
retary he would be out of sight and out
of touch.”
It also suggests that he knew about

William Hague’s departure for a year
before it was announced, and could
have been foreign secretary if he chose,
but let the post go because hewasmore
interested in the “cold reality”of power
available to the chancellor.

Top "Ukip-friendly” Conservative seats
Constituency, % Tory maj 2010, % Ukip vote in 2014 Euro elections

Yorkshire East
23%23%

Brigg &Goole
11.7% 38%

Dudley South
10.1% 38%

Cannock
Chase
7% 39%

Amber
Valley
1.2% 32%

Boston and
Skegness
28.8% 51.6%

Great Yarmouth
9.9%45.2%

Clacton
28%48.4%

Castle Point
17%48%

Thanet South
16.6%46%

Folkestone &Hythe
19.2%43%

Sittingbourne
and Sheppey
25.5%43%

Thurrock
0.2%48.4%

South Basildon
and East Thurrock
0.2%48.4%

Shaky seats

Substantial
threat
Severe threat

Where Tories
should be
wary of Ukip

I
n order to understand the
potential scale of Ukip’s
challenge to the Conservatives, I
have examined the “Top 100”
most “demographically

favourable” seats for Ukip that are
currently held by Conservative MPs.
To break through, the party will need
receptive voters. Examining the
census and political data allows us to
divide the seats into three threat
levels.
In seats facing a “moderate threat”

G
eorge Osborne might
have enjoyed London
2012 from a distance
had an invitation not
arrived from an old

friend that summer.
Seb Coe, with whom he had

worked for William Hague more
than a decade earlier, had fronted
seven years of preparation for
the Olympics. He asked the
chancellor to present medals
at the Paralympic Games on
September 4.
Under no illusions about his

unpopularity with the public, Mr
Osborne asked whether this was
really such a good idea but
ultimately went along in the hope
that some brief pleasantries at the
podium could not go very wrong.
When he arrived at the Olympic

Stadium on the night, he knew
that hope was fanciful. Obscure
dignitaries were already drawing
scornful murmurs from the crowd
during the medal ceremonies, so a
hated politician in charge of a
failing economy stood no chance.
The official programme had him

down to do the honours for the
Men’s T38 400 metre race. Pulling
out would itself cause a scene.
The time for the ceremony

arrived. Mr Osborne was
introduced by the public address
system, and the boos began. He
laughed hesitantly but the din did
not go away.
By the time he was placing

circles of gold, silver and bronze
around athletes’ necks, the better
part of 60,000 people were jeering
him. He had faced a wall of noise
at the despatch box, but he had
never been exposed like this. The
scene was beamed to millions and
threatened to become a cultural
reference point, like Michael
Portillo’s humiliation at the hands
of Enfield’s voters on election night

in 1997. Mr Osborne felt two
emotions as he left the stadium that
night, and neither was personal
hurt. He was angry with himself
for going ahead with an idea
that he knew could end
ignominiously, and anxious
about his family, who were
watching from the sidelines.
He is personally

indifferent to
unpopularity to an
extent that is foolhardy
in a frontline
politician, as he would
soon accept, and
sometimes wears it as
an Olympic medal of
his own, a proof of the
size and
contentiousness of the
decisions he makes as
chancellor.

T
hea Rogers joined George
Osborne last year as one
of his advisers and set
about sprucing up his
image with a new half-

mod, half-Caesar haircut. This
involved some subterfuge: the
chancellor had no idea how
much hair was being lopped
off his head as he sat for the
stylist. She also advised
Osborne to be seen outside
Westminster more often.
He had always taken the
Millwall FC line on his
image: no one likes me, I
don’t care.
His curiosity was also

piqued by a conversation
with an old hand from the

Reagan White House, who said
mastery of visual communication
lay in choosing an image to convey
and sticking to it. Reagan’s asset
was his toughness on defence and
his liability was his age, so his
team arranged photo opportunities
with generals or with beaming
youngsters. Osborne started
scheduling visits to businesses and
construction sites, and almost
nowhere else. When he was teased
for the hard hats, his team knew it
was “cutting through”.

Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor Humiliation
and haircuts:
extracts from
the biography

Matthew Goodwin
Comment

Booed at Olympics

An image revamp

© Janan Ganesh 2014. Edited extracts
from George Osborne: The Austerity
Chancellor, to be published by
Biteback Publishing on September 4
at £10.99 and available from the
Times Bookshop on 0845 2712134;
timesbooks.co.uk.

Inside today

Conservatives’ future
Leading article, page 20
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Calais migrants try to
stow away in caravans
Britons returning from their summer
holidays with caravans and motor-
homes are being targeted by groups
of migrants seeking to break into
their vehicles in traffic jams outside
Calais.
French police say that the migrants,

who have more often sought to cross
the Channel hidden in the backs of
lorries, arenowalso trying to stowaway
on recreational vehicles owned by
British holidaymakers.
The warning came as thousands of

tourists became first-hand witnesses to
the crisis in Calais as police chased
migrants along the roads leading to the
ferry port this weekend.
Many took to Twitter to describe

what they had seen. Sarah Hodges, an
Essex University graduate, said: “Just
watched a man try and jump onto the
back of a trailer.”
Gilles Debove, the Calais area

delegate for theUnité SGPPoliceForce
Ouvrière union, said: “It can be a very
traumatic experience [for British
holidaymakers]. They are finding
themselves stuck in traffic jams with
hundreds of migrants on either side of
the road
“Even I find it worrying when I see

100 migrants on one side of the road
and 200 on the other. I make sure my
car doors are locked.”
At least 1,500 migrants live in squats

andmakeshift camps in Calais—more
than at any time since Nicolas Sarkozy,
as the interior minister, shut the Red
Cross centre for refugees in nearby
Sangatte in 2002.
Eritreans form the biggest single

group in the town, but there are also
Sudanese, Syrians, Afghans, Iraqis and
many other nationalities fleeing
poverty, war and despotic regimes.
Many have travelled for months to
reach Calais, often paying hundreds or
thousands of pounds to people-
trafficking gangs, and all have set their
sights on getting to Britain.
MrDebove said that desperationwas

driving migrants to seek to open
caravan and motorhome doors in the
traffic jams on the port road, which
reached 10km on Saturday. “We have
never seen this phenomenon before,”

he said. One tactic involved distracting
the driver’s attention— for instance by
simulating a loss of consciousness on
the roadside — while others clam-
boured in the back. “They hide where
they can, like in the beds and on the
axles.”
In practice, very few reached Britain

in caravans and motorhomes since the
vehiclesunderwent intensive checksby
police at Calais port, he said.
Chris Laming, the communications

director at P&O Ferries, expressed
“extreme concern and disquiet at what
is happening”. He said that the
presence of hundreds of migrants
around the port was causing fear and
frustration among ferry users. “We
have been contacted by customers to
say it can be an alarming experience.
We share their exasperation.”
Recent weekends had been marked

by what he said was “almost pitched
battles betweenmigrants and police on
the A16 motorway [which leads to
Calais]. The migrants are still targeting
lorries but there is anecdotal evidence
that they are now approaching
caravans,motorhomes and even in one
instance a convertible car.”
Mr Debove said that police were

overrun with 200 migrants arriving in
Calais every week. The overall number
in the town will be 5,000 by the end of
the year at the present rate.
“There are police officers on all the

roads and they run after the migrants
but there are not enough of us,” he said.
His warning was echoed by Tadd

Colquhoun, from Reading, who wrote
on Twitter: “Disgusting immigration
scenes at Calais. No police presence or
military.”
Theendof theholidayseason is likely

to bring a respite since the traffic jams
should fade, reducing the opportunity
for migrants to board slow-moving
vehicles. But anger is mounting in
Calais, where Nathalie Bouchart, the
mayor, called on the government last
week to open amigrant centre for up to
400 adults.
Her call was rejected by Bernard

Cazeneuve, the interior minister, amid
fears that the centre would become a
new Sangatte, which acted as magnet
for people trying to cross the Channel
illegally.

Adam Sage Paris

A French police patrol car
herds migrants out of a
ferry terminal at Calais,
above. Migrants have tried
to smuggle themselves

on board lorries, left and
below, but a new tactic is to
look out for caravans
driven by Britons on the
way home from holiday

Immigration cap is ‘not impossible’
Continued from page 1
after next year’s general election, be-
lieving he had struck a bargain with
Tory Eurosceptics to delay any public
disagreement about renegotiating
Britain’s membership until then.
However, the resilience of Ukip in

the polls, coupled with the lack of
substantial improvement of the party’s
fortunes in marginal seats, is fuelling
concerns in the Tory ranks.
No 10 had hoped to avoid a dispute

over migration by promising a
crackdown on benefit tourism, and
addressing other factors that encour-
age EU citizens to come to the UK.
Cabinet figures such as Theresa

May and Iain Duncan Smith want Mr
Cameron to go further. Mrs May has
questioned why national governments
should not be allowed to impose a cap
on numbers if European immigration
reaches certain thresholds. Intro-

ducing caps on EU migration is not
impossible, according to Mats Persson,
the director of Open Europe, a think-
tank that looks at European reform.
He said: “If this is the only thing

Cameron goes for, he get may just
something back . . . but for many EU
leaders this issue remains a clear red
line and it involves sweeping treaty
change, so failure would be the most
likely scenario.”
The ConservativeHome manifesto

contains other proposals designed to
unite the party. They include creating
Garden City Corporations to build
homes in places such as the Thames
Estuary, an official ceiling on national
debt, scrapping theHS2 rail plan togive
the savings to northern cities, changing
the tax relief on pensions to help
working people save, higher national
insurance thresholds and the creation
of a UK Sovereign Wealth Fund.

Ideas for the Torymanifesto

All newmigrants should
be required to purchase
their own health and
welfare insurance cover

Scrap HS2 and give
the savings to
northern cities

Howpopular are ConHome ideas?

Source: YouGov polled 2,046 adults from August 27-28

Support % all voters (% Tory voters)

70% (89%)

Britain should retake
borders from EU and
introduce points-based
immigration system

70% (86%)

42% (35%)

as dismay with Europe grows

from Ukip, a strong revolt is possible
but difficult. Like many safe Labour
seats, these have voters who are
economically struggling and angry,
but they are better protected by a
large Conservative majority.
Seats facing a “substantial threat”

have a strong possibility of a serious
Ukip revolt; they not only have ideal
voters but more favourable political
conditions. Seats such as Castle Point,
Folkestone and Hythe, and
Sittingbourne and Sheppey are also
close, enabling activists to “spill over”
into adjoining campaigns. There is
also a cluster of more northern
Conservative-held seats such as Brigg
and Goole, Cannock Chase, Dudley
South and East Yorkshire that are
also in proximity to key Ukip
campaign centres in South Yorkshire
and Dudley North.
Which seats are facing the most

severe threat from Ukip? Alongside
Labour seats such as Great Grimsby,
Rotherham and Dudley North, Ukip
has a credible chance in at least five

Conservative-held seats. Boston and
Skegness will be the most difficult,
due to Mark Simmonds’ majority of
more than 12,000, recent problems in
Ukip’s branch and talk of Neil
Hamilton standing as its candidate.
Other top prospects include those

fought by Ukip’s two “big beasts”. In
Thanet South, a combination of local
election surges, a strong activist base
and the Farage factor suggest Ukip
can win unless a “stop Farage”
tactical vote surfaces. In Clacton,
Douglas Carswell was sitting on the
most demographically favourable seat
for Ukip before he defected.
In the strongest prospect, Thurrock,

Ukip polled more than 45 per cent at
the European elections. Tim Aker, its
young candidate, contrasts sharply
with the Labour’s Polly Billington, an
ex-journalist and Ed Miliband adviser,
and benefits from the wider circle of
seats and activists.
Dr Matthew Goodwin is Associate
Professor, Politics, University of
Nottingham

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER JAMES GLOSSOP; PASCAL ROSSIGNOL/REUTERS
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Two killed in wedding fireworks explosion
Billy Kenber

A man and a woman have died after
dozens of fireworks exploded during a
wedding celebration at a luxury house
overlooking Windermere.
Seventy guests had gathered in the

grounds of Larch Cottage in Ecclerigg,
Cumbria,on Saturday tomark thewed-
ding of John Simpson, a local insurance
consultant, to Nicole Rothwell.
The victims are thought to have been

technicians who were preparing an
evening display when the shed the fire-
works were being stored in caught fire
after anexplosion.The flames spread to
a second outbuilding and a car parked
near by.
Guests and witnesses described see-

ing fireworks shooting into the sky for

20 minutes after several loud bangs at
about 3.15pm. One guest at the party,
who did not wish to be named, said: “It
was a beautiful sunny day and then
there was this almighty bang and then
the fireworks started going off.
“The shed was somewhere behind

themarquee so I couldn’t see the flames
but there was debris all around and I
could see a large plume of smoke.
“All the guests were running away. It

was terrible. Obviously a lot of people
were very upset, everyone was in
shock. Nicole was obviously extremely
upset.”
Anthony Middleton, ofStockport,

was on holiday in the area with his
family and filmed the blaze on his
mobile phone. He told ITVNews: “We
heard this almighty explosion and the

best way to describe that would be a
series of earth-shaking cannons going
off. We then looked up and saw these
exhibition-style fireworks illuminating
the sky, whichwas unusual given that it
was a lovely day.
“We then saw thick, grey smoke bel-

lowing from behind the trees and that’s
when we knew something was going
badly wrong.”
JohnandEnidBattersby,who liveop-

posite the cottage, compared the noise
to that of German bombs falling on
Manchester during the blitz in 1940.
Mrs Battersby said: “It was very fright-
ening. It was an enormous explosion
which I had not heard anything like
since the blitz in Manchester.”
Neil Harrison, who was at the adja-

cent Brockhole Lake District Visitor

Centre when the fire started, said that
the fireworks were accompanied by
“several loud explosions”.
Staff at the nearby Briery Wood

Hotel wrote on Twitter: “Our thoughts
today are with the family & friends of

the 2 people who died in the fire from
the wedding party”.
Four fire engines were dispatched to

tackle the “well-developed fire” and the
neighbouring TreetopTrek adventure
centre, at Brockhole, was evacuated.
Mr Simpson and his new wife mar-

ried earlier in the week.They called off
a larger evening gathering after the
tragedy.
Forensic science officers were exam-

ining the charred remains of the out-
buildings and the vehicle yesterday.
Policeand the fire servicehavebegun

a joint investigation into the incident. It
is understood that the victims may not
be formally identified for several days
because of the severity of their burns.
No guests or other workers were
injured.

Record number of lawyers earn £1m
It is not just bankers who are enjoying
the bonuses that have come with the
boom in City deals — the number of
lawyers earning more than £1 million
has exceeded a thousand for the first
time.
Senior partners at some of Britain’s

Magic Circle law firms have seen their
pay soar in the past year, as corporate
takeovers and stock-market flotations
have boosted their earnings.
Pay at several big firms routinely

exceeds£1million, andatSlaughterand
May 119 partners were paid an average
of justover£2million last year,withone
partner picking up £2.8 million.
Legal Business, which compiled the

figures, said that US law firms paid
some star performers in their London

offices more than £3 million. “The
London legal market is phenomenally
successful. Only New York can cur-
rently rival the City,” said Alex Nova-
rese, editor-in-chief of Legal Business.
Partners at second- and third-tier

law firmshave also seen their pay jump.
The 41 partners of Winckworth

Sherwood, which is one of the main
legal advisers on the HS2 high-speed
rail project, saw their pay jump 44 per
cent in the latest financial year, to
£742,000 on the back of that and other
lucrative contracts, such as its retainer
with Sainsbury’s.
“The corporate partners who had to

lay low for some years are starting to
unfurl their wings a little bit and ruffle
their feathers,” said Robert Ivens, the
head of legal at Marks & Spencer.
The combined income of Britain’s

100 top firms is higher than ever, and
their total revenue in the past 12
months exceeded £20 billion.
“While the Magic Circle has coped

respectably since the 2008 banking cri-
sis ushered in a far tougher market,
2014 has provided another reminder
that well-run law firms can achieve su-
perb performance,” said Mr Novarese.
Yet, despite their earnings, Chris

Cole, at Towry, an investmentmanager
specialising in advising the wealthy,
said many lawyers still struggled to be-
come “financially independent”.
Unlike their counterparts in finance,

pay in the legal profession suffers from
none of the restrictions being imposed
on bankers’ earnings, which from next
year will be subject to a cap that will
prevent them being paid bonuses of
more than twice their annual salary.

Dry grass reveals evidence
of Stonehenge’s full circleHarry Wilson

The 5,000-year-old mystery of whe-
ther Stonehenge was once a complete
circle may finally have been solved,
because the hosepipe used this year to
keep the grass watered was too short to
reach the far edge of the site.
Thedried-out land revealedmarksof

parched grass, which were spotted by a
volunteer and are now thought to be
“stoneholes”. EnglishHeritage believes
that the discovery has revealed the
location of missing sarsen stones,
which would once have completed the
neolithic circle.
Susan Greaney, of English Heritage,

said: “It’s really significant. A lot of
people assume we have excavated the
entire site, but actually there’s quite a

lot we still don’t know and there’s quite
a lot that canbediscovered just through
non-excavation methods.
“It’s great that people who know the

site really well and look at it every day
wereable to spot theseparchmarksand
recognise them for what they were. If
we’d had a longer hosepipe we might
not have been able to see them.”
Historians have longwonderedwhe-

ther Stonehenge was an intentionally
incomplete circle, but countless high-
resolution geophysical surveys and ex-
cavationshave failed togive theanswer.
Tim Daw, who noticed the marks,

said he had had “a sudden lightbulb
moment”. He added: “I am still amazed
and very pleased.”

The fire was captured on a mobile
phone by a passing holidaymaker

BETSIE VAN DER MEER/GETTY IMAGES

Generation of renters
cannot put down roots

L
ife begins the
day you start a
garden,
according to the
Chinese proverb

(David Sanderson
writes). A generation is
growing up, however,
without the means to
start one, research has
concluded.
About 1.5 million

fewer people now have a
garden or allotment
than in 2007, with a
major factor being the
huge drop in home
ownership among the
under-35s.
There are now

4 million fewer
homeowners under 35
compared with in 1987,
the height of the period
when the “ground force
generation” planted the

seeds of a golden age of
gardening.
Other factors in the

drop in gardens are the
rise of high-density flat
developments and the
paving over of front
gardens for car parking.
The report, by the

Horticultural Trades
Association (HTA),
concluded that renters
were reluctant to take
up gardening because
they would be spending
money and time on a
landlord’s asset.
It also said that even

among those with
gardens there was
resistance to gardening.
It suggested that this
could this could be
because nearly 10 per
cent of the population
speak a language other

than English, people
have become more
engaged by garden use
than by gardening as a
hobby, and there is
increasing competition
for leisure time and

disposable income.
Industry figures
suggested that more
needed to be done to
instil a love of gardening
in the renting
generation. Carol Paris,

the HTA chief executive,
said it was important
that renting households
were “engaged” with
their gardens, adding
that government
proposals for a new

generation of garden
cities could help
stimulate a revival.
Guy Barter, of the

Royal Horticultural
Society, said that there
were easy ways for

renters to garden.
“Container gardening,
for example, is
especially popular with
renters who can move
their plants when they
relocate,” he said.
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Rosé sales in the pink as Britons long for some sun
Sales of English rosé wines are soaring
as consumers look to forget about the
damp summer by enjoying a glass of
pink plonk.
Marks&Spencer said that it had sold

out of this year’s English Pinot Noir
rosé in just a month and the retailer
shifted more than 500,000 bottles of
rosé inJune and July.
Garry Brooking, of M&S, said cus-

tomers had shown a particular taste for
dry rosé wines, including the English
PinotNoir,which isproducedatDenbi-
es Wine Estate on the North Downs
inSurrey.
“We always expect rosé sales to in-

crease during the summer, but the fact
that our English rosé has sold out so
rapidly is testament to how far the
country’s wines have come, as well as
changing consumer taste,” he said.
“Sales of rosés from Europe have

dominated this year, showing that our
customers are starting to prefer the
lighter, drier styles produced in these
countries.”
Jane MacQuitty, The Times wine

critic, said: “Our thirst for pink wines
has plateaued compared to the boomof
five to ten years ago, but it’s still inter-
esting to note how many new pinks
there are each summer.” She said
English wine producers were “under-
standably” trying to tap into this
market by turning their hand to pro-
ducing rosés.
“Camel Valley’s strawberry-scented

Pinot Noir Brut is the best of the
bunch.” It is available direct from
Camel Valley, a vineyard in Cornwall,
or at Waitrose for £28.99 a bottle.
“In on-off summers like 2014 people

have often picked pink wines from the
shelf in an effort to transport them-
selves to the sunny south,” she said.
MacQuitty said that Waitrose had

the “widest andmost toothsome” selec-
tion of rosés at the moment, including
“a terrific run of bone-dry Côtes de
Provence pinks, such as Angelina Jolie
and Brad Pitt’s Château Miraval that
fuelled their recent nuptials”.
The top-selling rosé wine at

M&Swas a Spanish Raso de la Cruz, at
almost £7 a bottle, followed by an Ital-
ian Monferrato Chiaretto rosé at £7.49
and the FrenchDomaine de laNavarre
Côtes de Provence rosé, both of which
had seen sales rise bymore than 60 per
cent compared with last year.
Among the more unusual introduc-

tions to the Britishmarket this yearwas
the Jewel of Nasik Indian Zinfandel

rosé whichMacQuitty said “smells like
joss sticks” and is very floral.
6A glass of wine a day helps to protect
the heart, but only for those who exer-
cise regularly, a study has suggested
(Chris Smyth writes). A study of 146
healthy volunteers, told to drink a daily
glass or two of either red or white wine
for a year, found that the combination
of moderate drinking and exercise saw
an increase in “good” HDL cholesterol
and a reduction in “bad” cholesterol.
Milos Taborsky, of the Olomouc Uni-
versity Hospital in the Czech Republic,
said the study suggested “this combina-
tion is protective against cardiovascu-
lar disease.”

TMS
diary@thetimes.co.uk | @timesdiary

Evans puts
Bercow on ice
Nigel Evans, the former deputy
speaker, was last week nominated
for the ice bucket challenge — the
ubiquitous fad for celebrities and
public figures to be soaked with
icy water in support of research
into motor neuron disease. He
underwent the frosty drenching
on the Commons Terrace and was
asked to nominate his own
victims.
Mischievously, Evans, above

right, chose his former boss, John
Bercow. As the Ribble Valley MP
explained: “The Speaker seems to
have got himself into a lot of hot
water recently over his choice of a
controversial new Commons
clerk. I’m the only one trying to
get him into very cold water
instead.”

As Isis (Islamic State in Iraq and
Syria) militants continue their
jihadist rampage through the
Middle East, experts are fretting
about where they may target next.
Karl Sharro, a Middle East
commentator, mused: “The
next countries on Isis’s list
are Iran, Saudi, Israel and
Sudan. It will become
Isisisis, which will be
ridiculous.”

spectator
sport
Applicants for
internships at The
Spectator are asked
not to list their
education on their
CVs. Fraser Nelson,
the editor, writes
that it is important
to encourage social

mobility. It is “annoying”, he adds,
to be “landed with someone only
there because Uncle Henry called
in a favour for his son”. Yet what
about Boris and his daughter? Or
was Lara Johnson-Wheeler’s two-
month internship at the Speccy
before going to university on
merit?

Boris, meanwhile, is being implored
to take on Douglas Carswell in
Clacton and retain it for the Tories.
Peter Oborne, the Telegraph
columnist, writes that if Johnson
won, “the Ukip surge would falter
like King Xerxes’ Persian hordes in
the face of heroic King Leonidas at
the pass of Thermopylae”. Boris,
who is lecturing on Greek
civilisations this week, would be first
to recall that Leonidas was killed
and his men slaughtered two days
later.

turning in his seat
Jeremy Paxman, the stand-up
comedian and erstwhile news
interviewer, seems to have left his
aura lingering in the Newsnight
studio to spook guest hosts filling
the void. Fi Glover, usually behind
a Radio 4 mike, hosted the show
twice in August and toldWaitrose
magazine that the vacant
presenter’s chair was what most
haunted her. “Dark leather, well
worn, well oiled and really
swivelly.”

speaker’s cornered
The Church of England is
reportedly keen to appoint its first
female bishop before the end of
the year and Rose Hudson-
Wilkin, below, is hotly tipped.
Trouble is, the East End vicar
would have to leave her role as
chaplain to the Speaker of the
Commons, and we know what sort
of palaver ensues when John

Bercow interferes with
appointing replacements.
Senior C of E officials fear
he may break with
tradition and insist on a
non-Anglican to fill the
role, but if he survives his
icy drenching perhaps he
will just get Carol Mills
hastily ordained and ask

her to multi-task.
has

“I’ll have the
English breakfast rosé”



Officials tried to have
abuse report rewritten
Woman who uncovered
tide of exploitation tells
Andrew Norfolk and
Billy Kenber how bosses
tried to silence her

A senior police officer and a high-rank-
ing council official were at the centre of
attempts to “cover up” a Home Office
draft report that showed widespread
abuse in Rotherham more than a
decade ago,TheTimes can reveal.
Diane Billups, Rotherham council’s

director of education from 2001 to
2005, was at an “aggressive”meeting in
October 2001 when Christine Davies,
the town’s district police commander
for the same period, allegedly berated a
researcher over her findings.
According to the researcher, both

women tried to forceher to remove sec-
tions of the report into child sexual ex-
ploitation, which was never published.
MPs are preparing to grill council

officials andministers over their failure
to act on information about groups of
men, predominantly of Pakistani
origin, raping and abusing young girls.
Keith Vaz, chairman of the home

affairs select committee, is expected to
ask the Home Office to explain what
happened to the researcher’s report
after it was submitted in 2002.
In her first interview, the researcher,

a qualified solicitor, told how she was
summoned to a meeting in October
2001 after she wrote to Mike Hedges,
then the chief constable of South York-
shire police, to highlight the surge in
child sexual exploitation cases she had
uncovered. She had been prompted to
write to Mr Hedges after accompany-
ing a young victim to a police station.
The girl refused to give a statement

because while they were at the station
the perpetrator texted her to threaten
her 11-year-old sister.
Themeeting inOctober 2001 was at-

tended by Chief Superintendent
Davies, who was then called Christine
Burbeary, Ms Billups, and one other
council official. The researcher, who
was employed to carry out work on a

Home Office pilot project, said she
thought they wanted to meet her
because “naively, I believed they were
interested in the contents of the letter”.
“But from the start of themeeting, all

I gotwas aggression,” she added. “Itwas
so hostile and intimidating that Iwas
terrified.” Ms Davies and Ms Billups,
whowas appointedMBEfor services to
education after retiring in 2005, subse-
quently tried to have sections of the
report removed, the researcher said.
After a copy of her draft first-year re-

port was shared with the council and
police, the offices ofRiskyBusiness, the
youth servicewhere the researcherwas
based,were raided. Youthworkerswere
convinced that this was done on the
orders of senior Rotherham council
staff. Case files linked to the Home
Office research were removed and
computer records detailing the scale of
sex grooming in the town were wiped.
In the spring of 2002, the researcher,

who was briefly suspended for “gross
misconduct”, received three copies of
her initial report with handwritten
notes added by Ms Davies, Ms Billups
and another council official.
These were passed on by a junior

youth service manager, Christine
Brodhurst-Brown, and contained
demands for many sections to be
rewritten or removed. The researcher
ignored the requests and later sent her
report to the HomeOffice.
Alexis Jay, in the findings of her year-

long independent inquiry published
last week, said that 1,400 children had
been abused over a 16-year period. She
said that the actions of police and
council officers over the HomeOffice
report prompted “suspicions of collu-
sion and cover-up”.
Professor Jay did not name the indi-

viduals involved, but said that the re-
searcher was subjected to
“personalised hostility”
and that the evidence
she was accused of ex-
aggerating or fabricat-
ing has “been shown
with hindsight to be

largelyaccurate”.MsDavies told the in-
quiry that, in her recollection, she had
merely “suggestededitingoutany iden-
tifying information about the children
involved before the report was circulat-
ed to other agencies”.
Aman who answered the phone at

Ms Billups’ home said: “I don’t care
what you want to ask her about. She’s
not going to make any statement.”
Ms Brodhurst-Brown is currently

head of integrated youth support ser-
vices atRotherham council. A council
spokesman said that in 2002 she was “a
youth work manager, acting under the
instruction of senior managers”.
The local authority said that Ms

Brodhurst-Brown had “absolutely no
knowledge, no recollection of, and no
involvement in” the alleged raid on the
Risky Business office.
The researcher said that her work,

which included statistical evidence and
ten case studies, had been ignored by
police and council officers.
“The responsibility for the abuse was

placed on the girls who were the vic-
tims,” she said. “Their conductwas con-
stantly used as an excuse not to act.”
She accused police and social work-

ersof failing tochallengeoffenderswho
were having sex with young girls after
plying them with drink and drugs.
“They not only allowed the abuse to

continue, they facilitated it. It was pro-
fessional collusion,” she said.
Describing the impact on the

victims, the researcher said: “For some
of those girls it was like living in a war
zone. The people abusing them were
thepeople theyonce thought lovedand
cared for them.
“Many of those young woman are

still living a daily hell,” she added.
Yesterday, it was claimed that police

forces around the country are prepar-
ing to arrest hundreds of men suspect-

ed of grooming girls.
Sources within Greater Man-

chester police told TheMail on
Sunday that more than 180
suspects are to be rounded up in a
“day of reckoning”.
It also emerged that police have

launched two investigations into
child abuse in Scotland in the last

three years.
Cathedral close This view of Wells Cathedral was taken by Richard Silver, who
spent two years capturing unique visions of well-known houses of worship

RICHARD SILVER / MERCURY

Diane Billups is
accused of trying
to hide findings
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Pacino back in
the limelight
with late, great
role as himself
Jack Malvern Venice

Al Pacino believes that cinemagoers
will inevitably draw comparisons
between his own life and his portrayal
of an ageing actor struggling to main-
tainhis dignity. For once, he told apress
conference at the Venice Film Festival,
they may be right.
Pacino, whose performance in The

Humbling has been praised by some
critics as his best for more than a
decade, said that he had delved into his
experience as an actor in the late stages
of his career.
Asked ifhecould relate to thecharac-

ter, who tries to withdraw from acting
but finds himself unable to pay bills
racked up by a young woman with
whom he begins an affair, he said: “Of
course, yes. When this character is left
with the bills, I guess he didn’t think of
that [running out of money as a possi-
bility]. He thought perhaps he could
have amore isolated life. A lot of actors
have a [wish] for anonymity. I think
anonymity is valued less when you’re
not famous.”
Pacino surprised fans recently by ap-

pearing in an advert for aBritish broad-
band company,whichprompted specu-

lation that he needed a quick cash fix to
help to pay a £100,000 tax bill. His
character in the film, which is adapted
from a Philip Roth novel, reluctantly
agrees to do a commercial for a hair-
loss product, despite having a full head
of hair.
“Commercials are part of our liveli-

hood,” Pacino said. “I rarely do com-
mercials, not for any reason except that
I don’t know what commercial I would
do. But if there was a good one I would
think about it.
“Inorder to live, youneed tousewhat

you can to make some money, I guess.
That keeps you going.”
Pacino’s profile as an actor has reced-

ed in recent years but his arrival inVen-
ice signals a return to the limelight. He
attended the festival not only to pro-
mote The Humbling, but also Mangle-
horn, a brooding drama about a lock-
smith obsessed by a past relationship.
Next month he will visit London for

another double premiere, for Salome,
his adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s play,
co-starring Jessica Chastain, andWilde
Salome, a documentary about his
research on the play. Barry Navidi,

Pacino’s producer on the two Salome
films, said that the 74-year-old actor
was still passionate about working, un-
like some actors in their later years.
He said that there was a contrast

between Pacino and Marlon Brando,
who introduced the two men in 2002
whenNavidiwas looking for anactor to
play Shylock inTheMerchant of Venice.
Brando turned down the part and re-
ferred Navidi to Pacino.
“PeoplewhohaveknownAl for years

and years always say his passion and
drive is always the same, and some-
times you have to get in a Ferrari to
catchupwithhim.Brando, for example,
lost his passion for art by the time he
was 55. Al has not.”
Pacino said that he understood why

actors lost their drive to perform. “A big
thing with stage actors is the memory
and being tired of doing the same thing.
And this becomes aburden.Weall have
it in all walks of life, but it’s somehow
different for an actor because . . . the ac-
tor does roles that we want to do.
“They, in a sense, speak for us. To lose

that, to feel that it’s fading, andyouhave
nothing to go to, it’s a kind of depres-
sion.”
Asked if he had ever hadmoments of

crisis, he joked: “I know I felt like quit-
ting this morning, but now, seeing all
you people, I think, ‘No, I like this’. I
don’t know if I feel regrets because I feel
very lucky. When you think of my life
andmybackground, I found something
in life that I like to do.”
He said that he was not considering

retirement. “So far the plane has not
landed yet. I don’t like that metaphor
but it’s all I have.”
Pacino said that an actor was lost un-

less he still had a desire to perform. “It’s
important for an actor as he gets old.
The rigours of the role are taxing, and
youneed the desire to do it. I remember
a long time ago I was in thismovie with
Gene Hackman [entitled Scarecrow].
We were in Bakersfield, California, and
itwas reallyhot.GeneHackmanplayed
a character who liked to wear a lot of
clothes. I’m looking at
himas aman, putting
all these clothes on,
coming down this
hill. And I was
thinking, ‘This is a
strange thing to do
for a grown-up’. [I
realised] he was
saying some-
thing. He was
saying he had
a desire to do
this char-
acter.”

Kate Bush scales new heights with eight albums in the top 40
Kate Bush has become the first woman
to have eight albums in the official
albums chart at the same time.
The achievement comes after her

return to the stage for the first time
since 1979was hailed by critics and fans
as a triumph. They called her perform-
ances ‘‘spellbinding’‘.
Today, twoofBush’s albumsare in the

top 10: The Whole Story at number six
and Hounds Of Love at number nine,
the Official Charts Company said.
At number 20 is 50 Words For Snow,

The Kick Inside is at 24, The Sensual
World is at 26, The Dreaming is at 37,
Never For Ever is at 38 and Lionheart is
at number 40, up 157 places in a week.
Another three of her albums are at

43, 44 and 49, and Bush is now behind
Elvis Presley, the overall record holder
whohad12entries in the top40afterhis
death in 1977, and the Beatles, who had
11 top 40 entries in 2009.
More than 80,000 tickets for Bush’s

Before The Dawn ‘‘tour”— 22 shows at
the Hammersmith Apollo in west
London— sold out in less than 15min-

utes after they went up for sale in
March.
In 1978, she became the first singer-

songwriter to reach number one in the
official singles chart with a song she
had written, WutheringHeights.
6Her comebackmay bemarred by the
fact that her home in theDevon village
of East Portlemouth is inching closer to

the sea. Bush is thought to have paid
£2.5million for her five-bedroomhome
in 17 acres in 2005, but last year a land-
slip caused part of the coast to crumble
into the sea. Her neighbour’s front gate
is now just inches from an 88ft drop,
and council officials are advising resi-
dents to install netting on the cliff face
or spray it with concrete.

Al Pacino arrives at the premiere in Venice of The Humbling with his partner Lucila Sola, right, and her daughter Camila

Venice Film Festival Kate Muir

The Humbling
HHHII
Manglehorn
HHIII

Grouchy hero bed-hops at the double

I
f there’s one thing you can say
about Al Pacino’s major
comeback at Venice, it’s that he’s
lucked out in bed. Now aged 74,
he gets to sleep with Greta

Gerwig, 31, in The Humbling, his
bespoke adaptation with Barry
Levinson of the Philip Roth novel. In
Pacino’s other festival premiere,
Manglehorn, he is courted by an
exquisite Holly Hunter, 56.

Indeed, seeing the two
movies over the
weekend, I felt I was
trapped in a moebius
strip where a grouchy,

prune-wrinkled, odiferous Pacino was
indulged by the Second Sex again and
again. In both films, Pacino is rarely
out of the frame: these are his biggest
roles in years and superbly, if rather
similarly, executed.
In The Humbling he plays Simon

Axler, a Shakespearean actor who
loses his grip on reality and ends up
in rehab after citing the “All the
world’s a stage” seven-ages-of-man
monologue from As You Like It, and
then diving face firstinto the
audience. Axler bemoans his inability
to recreate his past thespian
highlights, just as we recall Pacino at
his finest in The Godfather or
Scarface.
Axler returns to his country home

after rehab, drained, babbling and
utterly lost. But who should pop in
to perk up his artistic mojo but his
god-daughter, Pegeen (a toxic,
mercurial Gerwig holding her own
opposite Pacino), who immediately
leaves her lesbian lover of 16 years
for Axler.
There is also a fantasised

threesome with a young Asian

woman who Pegeen brings home, and
a transgender surprise lurking in the
woods. One British review of Roth’s
critically panned novel described it as
“an old man’s sexual fantasy dressed
up in the garb of literature”. The film
is more amusing than the book, but
the “eew” factor is still there.
In Manglehorn, Pacino still looks

like a greasy-haired tramp, but this
time he plays a locksmith. Mr
Manglehorn has a constipated cat, a
severe and ancient case of unrequited
love and some anger management
issues. He meets a fellow pet-lover
Clara (Hunter) at the bank, but just
won’t commit, or provide any support
for his city-broker son.
The film moves from the murky,

nicotined half-light of Manglehorn’s
home to the fluorescent hell of
diners, gaining atmosphere but
no traction. Shame, because it is
directed by David Gordon Green,
who recently won acclaim for Joe.
UnfortunatelyManglehorn, like
the cat, is constipated, and the
wait for relief is a long and often
boring one.

Al Pacino in
Manglehorn:
the tramp look

TIZIANA FABI /AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Happy birthday, let’s celebrate
the good, the bard and the ugly

E
veryone is cashing on the
450th anniversary of the
birth of William
Shakespeare. The
Shakespeare industry

props up a town (his birthplace,
Stratford-upon-Avon), theatres,
academics and numerous guides to
the man and his work. So should we
be cynical about this primer from
the minds behind Homework for
Grown-Ups, Advanced Homework
for Grown-Ups and so on?

It’s actually rather jolly and very
helpful for the lapsed Shakespeare
reader or viewer. Foley and Coates
have digested each of Shakespeare’s
plays in a single sentence. If it
sounds ambitious, that’s because it
is — The Two Gentlemen of Verona
stretches to 51 words.

Still, it’s all for fun and they do a
good job on Romeo and Juliet
(“Unsupportive relatives ruin young
lovers’ bliss, leading to a fatal fake
suicide mix-up”. As You Like It
becomes “The exile of brothers,
dukes, fathers, daughters, cousins
and clowns to the benign bubble of
the Forest of Arden leads to
disguise, gender-bending and,
finally, happy marriages for all.”
Hamlet, the Bard’s longest work,

is nailed in three and a half lines:
“Listless student prince Hamlet,
traumatised by his villainous uncle

Claudius’ fratricide, is inspired by
the ghost of his father to feign
insanity, sending his girlfriend
Ophelia loopy and resulting in a
catastrophic poison and fencing
bloodbath.”

This sparky book whizzes
through Shakespeare’s life, times
and contemporaries (plays were not
greatly valued — Sir Thomas
Bodley, who in 1612 was collecting
work for Oxford’s Bodleian library,
said “haply some plays may be
worthy the keeping, but hardly one
in forty”). You’ll come out with a list
of Shakespeare’s most dastardly

villains, the symbolism of the storm
in King Lear and knowing how to
approach the plays like a
structuralist.

You will want to resurrect
Elizabethan archaisms such as
facinerious (wicked), bawcock
(splendid fellow) and scurvy-valiant
(contemptible). And you will look
forward to insulting someone
thusly: “I’ll tickle your catastrophe!”
Which Falstaff says to Mistress
Quickly in Henry IV, Part 2.

The reluctant student will take
comfort in the fact that not
everyone was in awe of
Shakespeare’s work. Samuel Pepys
called A Midsummer Night’s Dream
“the most insipid, ridiculous play
that I ever saw in my life”.

Those looking for substance as
well as wit will find it too: there’s
some meaty analysis of the debates
on the authorship of the plays and a
clear guide to poetry terminology.

Like a hammy actor, this guide
has a tendency to overstate what it
does. Everything you need to
know? Not so fast, A-level students.
However, for those looking to show
off during an interval or at a dinner
party, there is plenty.
*To order for £11.69 visit
thetimes.co.uk/bookshop
or call The Times Bookshop
on 0845 2712134

A jolly guide to Shakespeare whizzes through most
things you might need to know, writes Fiona Wilson

Shakespeare for
Grown-Ups:
Everything You Need
to Know About the
Bard by E Foley and
B Coates

square peg
336pp
£12.99*

Lost chapter reveals Dahl at his darkest

A draft chapter from Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory featuring a pair of
children being carted away to a
pounding and cutting machine has
been published for the first time to
celebrate thebook’s50thanniversary.

Timmy Troutbeck and Wilbur
Rice, who come to a sticky end
because of their greed for vanilla
fudge, were among nine children
who toured Willy Wonka’s factory in
an early version of Roald Dahl’s work
before the author decided to reduce
the number to five.

Their fates were described in what
was chapter five of the story, by which
time two other horrible children have
already been swept away in a choc-
olate river.

The author refers to Miranda
Grope, who was later cut from
the story, and Augustus
Pottle, who survived
under the name Augus-
tus Gloop.

The chapter, which
survived in Dahl’s
papers, describes a
room with a mountain
of vanilla fudge as big as
a five-storey building.

“All the way up the
sides of the mountain,
hundreds of men were
working away with picks
and drills, hacking great
hunks of fudge out of the
mountainside,” Dahl
wrote in a passage that
was published in The
Guardian on Saturday.

“As the huge hunks of
fudge were pried loose,
they went tumbling
and bouncing down
the mountain and

when they reached the bottom they
were picked up by cranes with grab-
buckets, and the cranes dumped the
fudge into wagons.”

Troutbeck and Rice, a “rather
bumptious little boy”, ignore Mr

Wonka’s warnings and climb into
wagons of fudge that disappear
through a hole in the wall to the
“Pounding and Cutting Room”.

Mr Wonka tells the unfortunate
children’s parents: “In there the
rough fudge gets tipped out of the
wagons into a huge machine. The
machine then pounds it against the
floor until it is all nice and smooth
and thin. After that, a whole lot of
knives come down and go chop chop
chop, cutting it up into neat little
squares, ready for the shops.”

Jack Malvern Arts Correspondent

Roald Dahl
originally wrote
nine children
into Charlie and
the Chocolate
Factory, later
chopped to five
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Call e-cigarettes
nicotine sticks,
urge campaigners
Electronic cigarettes should be re-
named “nicotine sticks” to make them
less attractive to young people, say
public health experts who fear that
e-cigarettes are being seen as “cool or
trendy” and may encourage teenagers
to start smoking real ones.
The Royal Society for Public Health

(RSPH) thinks that a name change
would minimise their appeal. “What’s
in a name? Quite a lot actually, when it
comes to electronic cigarettes,” Shirley
Cramer, its chief executive, said. “Our
view is that they should not be called
e-cigarettes. We need to distance the
naming from cigarettes.
“A name change wouldminimise the

appeal of such cigarettes to young
people. We want to ensure that these
products don’t begin to be seen as
lifestyle choices. If you called them
nicotine sticks instead, it would make
themlessattractiveandwouldhopeful-
ly discourage young people from using
them andmake them less swayed by all
the advertising and marketing.”
The call came as a BBC investigation

found problems with liquid refills for
e-cigarettes. Of four sent to a laborato-
ry for testing, one contained a chemical
called diacetyl, which experts say is not
safe to inhale.
The RSPH, which represents 6,000

public health specialists across the UK,
wants manufacturers to change the
names on packaging voluntarily or for
ministers to consider legislation.
Doctors and health charities dis-

agree over the harm posed by the
devices, which were invented in China
as a way of helping smokers to quit, but
are also used by smokers who are not

trying to give up. An estimated 2.1 mil-
lion British people use them.
Professor Robert West, director of

tobacco research at University College
London, is one of a group of leading
British experts whowill publish a paper
next week in the journal Addiction, re-
sponding to the World Health Organi-
sation’s demand for tighter regulation.
In anewpolicy paper, theRSPHsaid:

“Electronic cigarettes are significantly
less harmful than smoked tobacco, and
despite some products being visually
similar to cigarettes, they are essential-
ly nicotine-containing products, like
patches and gum.”
Renaming them “nicotine sticks”

would remind consumers of their true
purpose,MsCramer toldTheGuardian.
The suggested name change was

supported by ASH, the anti-smoking
charity. Amanda Sandford, its research
manager, said: “ASH shares RSPH’s
concern that the term ‘e-cigarette’ is
not a particularly useful description
given that the products are not ciga-
rettes, do not contain tobacco and are
not smoked. As users are increasingly
referring to the products as ‘vapouris-
ers’ and the act of using them as
‘vaping’, this may be preferable.”
The RSPH also wants tougher con-

trols on the promotion of e-cigarettes,
such as stopping the endorsement of
particular brands by celebrities and
preventing them frombeing positioned
close to confectionary in shops.
A Department of Health spokes-

womansaid: “Wehavenoplans to regu-
late the names used for these products,
but we are taking steps to protect child-
ren by banning them for under 18s. The
European tobacco products directive
[in 2016] will bring in new rules about
how they are advertised.”

Nicola Woolcock
Education Correspondent

Most common
last name for
doctors is Khan

Khan is now the most common
surname for doctors in Britain. It is fol-
lowed by Patel, also from the Indian
sub-continent, ahead of the plain
English names Smith and Jones.
Ahmed is in sixth place andAli is ninth.
The figures, extracted from theGen-

eral Medical Council’s register, reflect
the depth of the contribution to Brit-
ain’s health from doctors whose fami-
lies originated in the Commonwealth.
According to the British Association

of Physicians of Indian Origin, there
were only 1,000 Indian doctors in the
NationalHealthService in 1948when it
was founded. Today there are 40,000
from the sub-continent.
GMC statistics show that more than

a fifth of doctors are ethnically Asian.
This high figure is likely to include a
substantial proportion of British-born
Asians.
The ethnic breakdown of doctors in-

cludes 2.6 per cent Africans, 2 per cent
Irish, 0.4 per cent Arab and 0.2 per cent
black Caribbean. The largest ethnic
group is white British at 39.8 per cent.
By the Victorian era, Indian doctors

were already practising in Britain —
the first woman qualified in 1894 and
the first surgeon qualified in 1898.

Dominic Kennedy

Treasure hunt Families search for £10,000 of gold bullion buried as part of the Folkestone Triennial arts festival in Kent

Patients ‘need
a bigger say
in their care’

Patients are at the mercy of a frag-
mented health system obsessed with
bureaucracy rather thanwith theneeds
of the people it serves, charities say.
People need better information to

make their own decisions about treat-
ment and doctors must be trained to
help them to do so, in a shift towards
caring for people, not just treating dis-
eases, say Mind, Macmillan Cancer
Support, theAlzheimer’s Society and 70
other charities in a letter to The Times.
They urge ministers to make the

NHS responsive to the people it treats.
“Past reforms have created fragment-
ed, under-resourced systems which
give patients, their families and their
communities too little say,” they write.
“Past reforms have started with incen-
tives, structures and organisations;
now we need to start with people.”
Don Redding, the policy director at

National Voices, said patients were
“sent fromhere to there, they seediffer-
ent people for different things, the care
they’re getting may not be reviewed
together, theyare transitionedbetween
different services, information is lost
along the way, the plan changes and
they don’t know what to expect”.
Letters, page 21

Chris Smyth Health Correspondent
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Don’t let the schools revolution go unfinished
Pupils returning to school will feel the benefit of Michael Gove’s reforms. But the momentum of change is being lost

O
ne evening in Whitehall,
an exhausted and enraged
senior official spat out at
me: “You’re a mutant
virus, I’m the immune

system and it’s my job to expel you
from the organism.” It was a typical
day in the Department for Education.
When Michael Gove arrived there

in 2010, he inherited a dysfunctional
institution — a department spending
a billion pounds every week wasted
money on a vast scale. Every budget,
every set of figures was wrong, every
process blew up, everything leaked,
while Whitehall used European law
and threats of judicial review to
scupper anything that it disliked.
The school system was grim.

Among schools with the same
proportion of poor pupils and the
same funding, some struggled to get
a fifth of pupils to basic levels while
others managed over four fifths. This
was down to bad management failing
to do basic things. It was also due to
disastrous micro-management by
MPs and Whitehall.
The curriculum and exams had

been devalued over the quarter
century since MPs took control of
them. The gap between sharply
rising scores in those tests controlled
by MPs but poor performance in
international tests was one obvious
sign of this. Another was that the
devaluation of GCSEs had forced the
devaluation of A Levels and, in turn,
the devaluation of degrees. Science
degrees had to be lengthened to
reflect the decline in A levels.

Language degrees, including elite
courses such as Oxford classics,
became unrecognisable and remedial
classes were ubiquitous.
Almost nobody with power in the

education system wanted to discuss
these problems. The attitude was: the
numbers are going up, they show
that we’re doing a great job and
deserve our large pay rises. If you go
along you’ll get good press; if you
don’t, woe betide you.
We didn’t go along. We changed

every major pillar of the system. We
cut the department’s headcount by
more than a third and halved running
costs. Senior people were replaced.
Outsiders were brought in. The
organisation improved, contrary to all
predictions. All this happened because
we operated outside Whitehall
protocol, causing many battles. The
results are now being felt in schools.
This week the new national

curriculum starts and new exams
will test it. Primary maths standards
are aligned to standards in world-
leading jurisdictions. Languages will

again be the norm in primary school,
to reverse catastrophic decline. There
is more maths in secondary science.
There is more essay writing — so
important for further study and
work. Conditional probability, vital
for understanding risk, is introduced.
Pupils will learn about computer
coding and 3D printers.
SATs at 11, GCSEs, and A levels

are changing. We attacked the
treadmill of modular exams,
constant resits and the abuse of
coursework. We returned power over
A levels to universities and made it

harder for MPs to regain control.
The old league-table system, based

on five A*-C GCSEs, has been
replaced because it had so many bad
effects. First it encouraged schools to
enter pupils for courses that were
defined as “equivalent to GCSEs”, but
which were often worse than useless.
This was a disaster for millions of
pupils. We scrapped this system and
published data with it stripped out, so
that everyone could see who was
cheating. We also put out transparent
data on achievement in English,
maths, sciences, history, geography
and languages. This led to many
more pupils taking these courses:
entries to physics and further maths
A levels are up by a fifth.
Second, schools focused only on

pupils on the C-D borderline. We
brought in a points system that
encourages schools to try with all
pupils. Third, schools entered GCSE
pupils early to “bank a C grade” so
they could focus on other C grades.
Now only the first entry counts in
league tables and damaging early
entry is plummeting.
We decentralised all main aspects

of the teaching profession. We
abolished national pay so schools, not
MPs, control pay. We made it easier
for teachers to keep order and easier
to remove teachers who couldn’t. We
put money into training teachers
from the top third of graduates, with
skills in desperately short supply, such
as languages. We gave schools the
power to recruit and train teachers.
Teacher-training now feels an icy
bath of scrutiny and evaluation.
To reduce Whitehall’s power

further, we allowed state schools to
convert to academy status. About
two thirds of secondaries and a tenth
of primaries did so. Many of the best
then took over the worst schools. We
encouraged schools to form chains,
so knowledge about what works can

be spread, saving money that can be
spent where it helps learning. Chains
are increasingly building their own
teacher-training systems integrated
with curricula and tests, such as
Ark’s Maths Mastery programme.
This will bring big improvements in
the next decade.
Academy chains, as well as groups

of parents and teachers, can now set
up new schools. It used to take three
to five years to open one; it now
takes 18 months and the capital cost
is nearly half. There will be 300 free
schools open this month and another
hundred should open next year,
whoever wins the election. Most are
in poorer areas. Failures have been
swiftly dealt with, in contrast to
many local authorities that won’t act
year after year.
Our team broke up with the project

half done. Schools are still rationed
by house price and are at the mercy
of a dysfunctional Ofsted. Although
we tried to replace GCSEs with
exams that would enable a genuinely
scientific approach to learning, Nick
Clegg and David Cameron stopped
us, supported by almost everyone
powerful in the system.
Will anyone build on what we did?

Labour and the unions were largely
irrelevant. By far our biggest
problems were with the dysfunction

of Whitehall and Downing Street.
Officials who see themselves as

“the immune system” are about to
return in a powerful role. Some
whom we purged are polishing their
CVs, confident that “the mutant
virus” has been expelled and
Downing Street will be compliant
regardless of the election. Others are
watching carefully. They know No 10
wants quiet interspersed with
electoral gimmicks. They suspect
that Tristram Hunt, the shadow
education secretary, agrees with
much of what we did but that Ed
Miliband does not.
Nicky Morgan faces a horrid

quandary: while she could — and
should — be less confrontational
than Michael Gove, she will find it
impossible to maintain the
momentum of change and
simultaneously obey Downing
Street’s orders. Whitehall knows this
and is quietly pushing forward its
betting chips.

Dominic Cummings was Michael Gove’s

main adviser 2007-14

Matt Ridley is away

Nicky Morgan could, and should, be
less confrontational than Michael Gove

Has medical arrogance
split up this family?
Libby Purves
Page 19

Our biggest problems
were with Whitehall
and Downing Street

comment pages of the year

Dominic
Cummings

We published data
that showed who had
been cheating

Today Some showery rain through central Europe, but mainly dry elsewhere with sunny spells. Max 40C (104F), min 0C (32F)
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Alicante 32 Sunny
Amsterdam 17 Fair
Athens 30 Sunny
Barcelona 26 Sunny
Belgrade 28 Cloudy
Berlin 21 Cloudy
Brussels 21 Sunny
Bucharest 28 Fair
Budapest 22 Shower
Corfu 26 Thunder
Faro 26 Sunny
Florence 25 Sunny
Frankfurt 16 Cloudy
Geneva 17 Shower
Gibraltar 27 Sunny

Helsinki 16 Sunny
Innsbruck 13 Shower
Istanbul 26 Cloudy
Lanzarote 22 Sunny
Las Palmas 23 Sunny
Lisbon 22 Sunny
Madeira 23 Cloudy
Madrid 31 Sunny
Majorca 26 Sunny
Malaga 33 Sunny
Malta 27 Thunder
Milan 24 Sunny
Moscow 16 Rain
Munich 15 Shower
Naples 26 Rain

Nice 26 Sunny
Nicosia 30 Rain
Oslo 16 Fair
Paris 22 Sunny
Prague 16 Rain
Reykjavik 12 Rain
Rhodes 26 Sunny
Rome 25 Rain
Salzburg 13 Rain
St Petersburg 15 Fair
Stockholm 18 Shower
Tenerife 21 Shower
Venice 24 Cloudy
Vienna 12 Rain
Warsaw 22 Cloudy

Today’s temperatures forecast for noon

Forecast for noon today. Wind speed in mph.
Temperatures maximum for day, degrees C

thetimes.co.uk

Noon today

Portugal, Spain, Greece, Turkey, Cyprus
A fine and sunny day, and becoming hot once
again. Maximum 40C (104F), minimum 10C (50F).

France, Belgium, Switzerland, northern Italy
Some patchy cloud at times but it should be a dry
day with long sunny spells. Maximum 26C (79F),
minimum 0C (32F).

The Netherlands, Germany, Denmark,
Poland, Czech Republic, Austria
Rather cloudy with showers, and the risk of some
heavier rain in the east of the area. Maximum
21C (70F), minimum 1C (34F).

Southern Italy, Bosnia, Croatia, Slovenia,
Hungary, Slovakia
Some brighter spells, but showery outbreaks of
rain are likely, locally heavy and thundery.
Maximum 32C (90F), minimum 8C (46F).

Scandinavia, the Baltic states
Mainly dry with sunny spells. Maximum
20C (68F), minimum 5C (41F).

Bulgaria, Romania, Ukraine, Belarus,
western Russia
Cloudy around Smolensk with some rain,
otherwise fine with some long spells of warm
sunshine. Maximum 30C (86F), minimum
8C (46F).

British Isles
A little cloudy over southeastern England with
some rain. Brighter elsewhere with isolated
showers and sunny spells. Maximum 22C (72F),
minimum 3C (37F).

Outlook
Staying cloudy through central Europe with
showery rain. Sunny spells elsewhere.
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David Aaronovitch Notebook

@daaronovitch

MPs should vote John Bercow out and reclaim their role as protectors of the constitution

This power-hungry Speaker must be sacked

T
oday the Speaker of the
House of Commons,
John Bercow, is to make
an emergency statement
on a crisis entirely of his

own making.
Mr Bercow is trying to install as

Commons clerk Carol Mills, a
manager in the Australian senate.
This would bypass the obvious
candidate for the job, the current
deputy clerk, David Natzler, whose
experience of UK parliamentary
procedure makes him pre-eminently
qualified for the role. Ms Mills’s
qualifications amount to zero.
The clerk is the principal

constitutional and procedural adviser
to the Commons. It is therefore
essential to fill this post with an
authoritative candidate. That
adjective could not be applied to Ms
Mills, who knows virtually nothing
about the British parliament.
She is the secretary of Australia’s

parliamentary services department,
which takes charge of catering,
building and other management
issues, and is under investigation
for allegedly spying on a
parliamentarian. So why Mr Bercow
is so determined to recruit this
particular individual is a mystery.
MPs and peers of all parties have

expressed concern. A number of

them have demanded that Ms Mills
be interrogated by the Commons’
public administration committee
before her appointment is confirmed
by No 10 and Buckingham Palace.
Others are planning a vote of no

confidence in the Speaker unless he
ditches her. All three deputy
speakers are against appointing her.
Even the clerk of the Australian
senate has queried the wisdom of
appointing her to such a post in a
parliament she does not understand.
Nevertheless Mr Bercow is

determined to have her, and almost
succeeded in pulling a fast one by
packing the selection panel with
MPs who would do his bidding. Now
he is suggesting a compromise
whereby the clerk’s job would be
split, giving Ms Mills a chief
executive role and appointing a
parliamentary expert to look after
constitutional matters.
Such a split, however, would not

only be incoherent but, as the Tory

MP Jesse Norman has pointed out,
implicitly accepts that Ms Mills is not
qualified for the post.
The coming year promises to be

constitutionally challenging. There
may be a messy coalition after the
general election. Scotland may vote
for independence. There will
therefore be a particular need for a
Commons clerk who is intimately
aware of the arcane intricacies of
parliament and constitution. To

appoint someone who knows next to
nothing about this seems reckless.
The complaint against the Speaker,

however, is wider. His treatment of
Sir Robert Rogers, the retiring clerk,
appears to have been unspeakable.
Sir Robert exercised the impartiality
required by his royal mandate when,
from time to time, he objected to Mr
Bercow’s proposals. For his pains,
this exemplary public servant was
reportedly bullied so badly that he
has been driven to retire early.
Mr Bercow began as a reformer, a

role that appears to have gone to his
head. Ms Mills’s inexperience would
probably mean she would offer no
obstacle to Mr Bercow’s plans for
“modernising” parliament.
When he campaigned for the

speakership, he said he wanted to

restore the sovereignty of parliament
and improve the accountability of
ministers. To some extent, he has
achieved this. But now he seems
intent on establishing his own
sovereignty over parliament —
within which he has appeared
disturbingly partisan in favour of the
Labour party — and on diminishing
his own accountability.
Mr Bercow is not a monarch and

parliament is not his fiefdom. The
Speaker is the servant of parliament
and it is MPs who govern it on
behalf of the people. Even if he now
climbs down over Ms Mills, Mr
Bercow will be tarnished and so will
his office. Parliament risks being
diminished as long as this discredited
Speaker remains in office.
More broadly, this row can be seen

as a metaphor for Britain itself. The
office of Commons clerk goes back
to the 14th century. It is a unique
repository of knowledge, experience
and skill. Mr Bercow’s approach is to
throw all this out along with the wig
and tights as “anti-meritocratic”
flummery. He would replace
professionalism by managerialism,
install a pliable puppet to give
himself unbridled power and call this
a moderniser’s agenda.
Is that not exactly what has also

been done to the House of Lords, the
professions and the public services
— hollowing out society by
smashing the links between the
present and the past?
MPs should vote John Bercow out,

not just to restore the integrity of the
Speaker’s office but to help
parliament to reclaim its role as the
historic protector of Britain’s
constitutional backbone.

Parliament risks being diminished if the
discredited Bercow remains in office

John Bercow is not a
monarch. Parliament
is not his fiefdom

In a dark corner of
Scots nationalism,
intolerance lurks
Magnus Linklater

T
here have been no masked
rioters on the street, no tear
gas, no water cannons. On
the scale of terror tactics,
the protests scarcely

register. But intimidation and the
threat of violence are beginning to
stain the referendum campaign in
Scotland, raising the question of
whether the behaviour we are seeing
is the ugly face of nationalism.
Routinely, in some areas, No

posters are being defaced, Better
Together speakers drowned out by
chanting mobs, cars with pro-Union
stickers damaged, social media used
to berate anyone foolhardy enough
to voice an anti-SNP opinion: never
has the word Quisling been used
quite so often as a term of abuse.
A friend who has been

campaigning against independence,
voices mild irritation at the fact that
his telephone line has now been cut
twice by Yes campaigners. Another
has quietly removed the No stickers
from her front window “because the
kids are back at school, and, well,
you know the risks”. Last week Jim
Murphy, the Labour shadow minister

for international development, called
off a speaking tour after he was
pelted with eggs.
It is not a new phenomenon. Ever

since the beginning of the campaign,
the so-called “cybernats” have used
Twitter and Facebook to target
anyone they suspect of harbouring
pro-Union sentiments. When JK
Rowling said she was helping to fund
the Better Together campaign, the
attacks reached an online crescendo,
with “bitch” and “whore” two of the
more printable insults.
It has not, of course, all been one-

sided. Alex Salmond too has been
harassed by No campaigners, and
SNP speakers occasionally shouted
down. But there is a sinister aspect to
the more extreme tactics used and
co-ordinated by the Yes side. As Mr
Murphy put it: “There is a dark
corner in Scotland, in which lurks a
noisy and intolerant nationalism.”
Is this, then, the true face of the

SNP, with dark forces poised to seize
power, if the vote goes their way?
The answer is almost certainly not.
The great majority of Yes supporters
are just as repelled by the threats and
intimidation as their opponents.
Vociferous as the cybernats are, they
represent only an outer fringe, and
though Mr Salmond could do a great
deal more to call them off, there’s no
evidence he is encouraging them.
The fear is, however, that when the

outcome is decided — whichever
way the vote goes — deep divisions
will be exposed. The ferocity of the
tactics has opened up wounds within
Scotland. These will be hard to heal.

Art of sex
no longer
hides behind
closed doors

T
he Whitney Museum of
American Art is a happy
place. The guards don’t eye
visitors in the beady hope
of catching them out in

some minor infraction. Instead all
the gallery staff behave with the
enthusiasm of tip-seeking baristas
(“Hiya! Come in! Enjoy!”).
In its valedictory exhibition in the

old building on E76th Street before
moving downtown, the Whitney is
showing four floors of work by Jeff
Koons. Koons is the man whose
blown-up metallic balloon dogs sell
for $50 million and about whom the
art world is said to be very divided.
He is kitsch, he is garish, he is
commercial. In other words, fun.
He is also sometimes very rude. In

the early 1990s Koons hooked up
with an Italian porn star nicknamed
La Cicciolina. He spoke no Italian,
she no English, so they communicated
in other ways. Three highly coloured
blow-up photographs of their body

parts during various acts of congress
dominate a side room just off one of
the main galleries.
There was apparently a warning at

the entrance about the explicit
nature of some of the exhibits, but I
didn’t notice it. Nor, perhaps, did the
two mothers of the five children
between the ages of seven and ten
who reached the gallery in question
at roughly the same time as we did.
The mothers meandered round

the main room as their quicksilver
children sherpa-ed into the
nooks and side spaces.
Suddenly there was a corner
that was all giggles and
“omigod” and “ew, that’s
gross” and a loud “what
WAS that?” and the mums
were dragged by their kids
into the porn chamber,
emerging moments later
red-faced and laughing.
This scene, which made

our day, reminded me that
until quite recently some
institutions (such as the
archaeological museum
at Naples) held any
explicit sexual material
in special locked
rooms, opened only to
middle-aged men on
the production of a
few hundred lire or
a letter from
a cardinal.

Degeneration game

What would Hitler have made
of Koons? Ten blocks up
and two along from the

Whitney is the Neue Galerie where
they are just ending an exhibition
about an exhibition. In Munich in

1937 the cultural authorities in
Nazi Germany decided to show
to the German people what
good healthy art looked like,
and — in a smaller, meaner

venue – what entartete
kunst, degenerate art,
consisted of.
The latter was art that

was Jewish, pessimistic,
abstract or challenging
and after they had
exhibited this terrible
unVolkisch stuff the
Nazis sold it — mostly in

Switzerland. The Neue
Galerie, which shows
German and Austrian art,
had brought some of the
exhibits back together and,

judging by the unKoonsy
nature of the patrons when we
were there, not a few of them
may have seen the original
exhibition.
One floor down at the Neue

is Gustav Klimt’s Portrait of
Adele Bloch-Bauer. Everything about
the picture is amazing. It was,
essentially, stolen by the Nazis from

its Jewish owners, and only retrieved
by their descendants in 2006. Put up
for auction it was bought by the
Neue Galerie for $130 million. That’s
more than two-and-a-half Jeff Koons
balloon dogs.

Enthusiasm is catching

Arted out we took the 7 subway
line to catch the baseball at
Flushing. The New York Mets

were playing the Philadelphia Braves
in a match that might best be
described as “mid-table”.
Jeff Koons is, I suppose, where the

Americas meet — the one that pays
so much for a Klimt and the one that
has T-shirts fired at it from a
pneumatic bazooka when there’s a
gap in play.
But this is a country that knows

how to win a heart. My youngest
daughter, Eve, was worried, from first
pitch, that the ball might be hit
towards us and strike her. I told her
not to worry, it was pretty unlikely.
Two balls into the Phillies’ second
innings some guy called Travis edged
a 100mph ball high into the sky,
seemingly just missing a plane taking
off from La Guardia. It went up 200ft
and began to come down. And landed
right next to Eve, who held it aloft
and was applauded by the crowd. She
gets to keep the ball and the memory.

Often, Better Together
speakers are drowned
out by chanting mobs

Melanie
Phillips

@melanielatest
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Has medical arrogance split up this family?
The Ashya King case should remind doctors that in the internet age their decisions will not always go unchallenged

T
he video is touching in its
solemnity. Brett King,
calmly articulate, sits back
on a bed. His five-year-old
son, Ashya, is wearily

comfortable on his breast, oddly
composed as seriously ill children
often are. Beside them are a feeding-
tube and stand, contradicting the
widely publicised claim that battery-
operated feeding equipment would
run out without hospital expertise.
Mr King lists the specialised food
and medicines they have, and
explains why he and his wife
snatched Ashya from Southampton
general hospital and fled with him
across Europe.
He expresses consternation at

finding Ashya’s face plastered all over
the media, his parents labelled
reckless kidnappers. He says that the
boy is fine for the moment, even
smiling and moving more than in
hospital. Then he explains their
motives. Soon after he and his wife,
Naghemeh, posted that video the

police caught them. Though
registering that the child showed “no
visible signs of distress”, they
removed him to a Spanish hospital
and detained his parents. Extradition
is proceeding, on a charge of neglect.
Who does not feel horror at the

separation, at the clumsiness of arrest
in such a situation? Ashya is no doubt
with kind, attentive people, but
strangers. If you know anything about
five-year-olds, that is frightening
enough to make medical science and
legalities melt for the moment into
irrelevance. This child has a brain
tumour, and a strong chance of dying
(or losing awareness) under
treatment. His medulloblastoma gives
him very little hope under any regime.

If these are his last weeks, he should
not be wondering where his mother
and father are. Even for a few days.
The family’s flight raises troubling

questions about the relationship
between patients and professionals.
Mr King says that the planned
treatment is the wrong one, risking
brain damage in a young child. He is
no doctor, but goes into considerable
detail culled from online research.

What he wants is a newer therapy,
proton beam treatment. We don’t
have it yet, though in rare cases the
NHS pays for patients to go abroad.
It is available in countries such as
Switzerland and the Czech Republic,
where the family were apparently
heading. Told that it would have no
benefit, Mr King argued. Whereupon,
he claims, he was threatened with an
emergency protection order.
“I realised that . . . if I actually

asked anything or gave any doubt I
wasn’t in full accord with them, they
were going to get a protection order
which meant in his deepest, darkest
hour I wouldn’t be there to look after
him, and neither would my wife.
They would prevent us from entering
the ward.” Again, that chill of horror
touches any parent. The hospital says
it offered every option correctly, with
the boy’s welfare in mind, but that
seems not to have been what Mr
King heard — only that threat of a
protection order. So, with quixotic
pathos, maybe foolishly, the parents
tried to “sort it out ourselves” abroad,
willing to sell anything to pay. But
now they are sharply, forcibly
separated from their child.
It is a very modern story. It was the

internet that enabled Mr King to tell
his story unmediated and show us his
son unharmed; and the internet that
made him challenge the experts. The
old joke about hypochondriacs

leafing through medical dictionaries
has become universal, the layman’s
tool a thousand times more powerful.
Many of us have known friends or
relatives use it. One of ours, fading
on leukaemia medication, got on to a
new drug trial by checking online,
and being willing to drive 300 miles
north. It has won him some good
years. Another, terminally ill when
the law on top-up payments
changed, got an unfunded drug and a

useful last six months. An Oxford
don, Michael Gearin-Tosh, was told
chemotherapy could give him a year
at most and found another, albeit
odd, regime: before his death ten
years later he had taught three more
generations of students.
In two of those cases doctors were

supportive and informative, frankly
admitting that a well-informed
patient can be a useful partner. But
others tell of defensive, abrupt,
contemptuous put-downs. To be fair,
any GP knows aggressive web
addicts who demand pointless,
rechercé treatments or antibiotics.
Nor does popular drama help: watch
Hugh Laurie in House on TV and you

emerge believing that any normally
behaved consultant is a purblind ass,
and that medical mysteries need
solving by an unshaven, aggressive
maverick. Fiction deals in dreams.
The real borderland between

medical expertise and amateur
information-gathering is contentious.
Not least because web-researchers
are passionately focused on one
personal, beloved case while experts
may be not only overpressed, but
sadly accustomed to professional
detachment. They have to accept,
unlike parents, that lovely children
sometimes die. There are bound to
be clashes. And, as any newsdesk will
tell you, hospitals and health trusts
are famously hair-trigger in their
willingness to resort to legal blocks
and orders.
But contemplating the flight of the

Kings raises a troubling question: not
about the relative merits of
treatments but about communication.
Did the hospital really, explicitly,
cease gentle persuasion and threaten
that any more arguing would result in
a protection order, a ban from Ashya’s
bedside? If not, why haven’t they
denied it? And why cannot the
parents now be guarded in the
Spanish hospital next to him? Of
course a child has welfare rights
beyond his parents’ wishes. But he
also has rights to their company.
Especially in his darkest hours.

Doctors, unlike parents,
accept that sometimes
lovely children die

Some patients have
had contemptuous,
abrupt put-downs
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Conservatives’ Future
Grassroots Tories want the party leadership to take powers back from the European
Union and to restore Margaret Thatcher’s vision of a property-owning democracy

WhenDouglas Carswell announced his defection
toUkip last week, theConservative partywas also
forced to concede that it was not going tomeet its
promise to reduce net immigration into Britain to
under 100,000 per year. Despite Theresa May’s
success at reducing immigration from outside the
European Union, a growth in migration from the
EU’s poorer member states means that Britain’s
population is again growing at a similar rate as it
did in the Labour years.
That outcome is likely to maintain Ukip’s

momentum. It will lend surface credibility to the
argument thatmembership of an unreformed EU
makes it impossible for thegovernment tomeet its
migration targets. ConservativeHome, the influ-
ential website, recommends today that Mr Cam-
eron put full control of the nation’s borders at the
heart of his so far ill-defined bid to renegotiate
Britain’s relationship with Brussels. It suggests
that Britain instead adopt a points-based system
for deciding which workers are permitted entry
into the country.
Immigration brings important gains, economic

andsocial, toBritain.There isno reason thatanew
relationship with the EU should preclude them or
other benefits, such as open trade in goods and
services within the single market. The type of

euroscepticism advocated by the Conservative-
Homemanifestoought tobeaguide toMrCamer-
on in his approach.
ConservativeHome is an accurate expression of

Tory grassroots opinion. Its manifesto is likely to
win headlines for its views on Europe and for
recommending thatMrCameron abandon two of
his flagship policies (HS2 andHelp to Buy). It also
urges the Conservative party to restore a one-
nation breadth to its mission. When there is
money to spare, the “Homes, Jobs, Savings”mani-
festo recommends that tax cuts be focused on
young workers and the low-paid.
The manifesto urges too the creation of garden

city corporations to renew the fading vision of a
property-owning democracy. It recommends
greater local democracy and investment in trans-
port connectivity between northern England’s
great cities tohelp to rebalance theUK’s economy.
These are themes that Mr Cameron and George
Osborne have advanced in recent times and that
have a good deal to be said for them.
The manifesto overall is worthy of scrutiny, es-

pecially for its emphasis on investment in infra-
structure. Its recommendation thatnorthernBrit-
ain retain the proceeds from the exploitation of
shale gas is one that this newspaper has already

advanced. Another proposal contained in the
manifesto is the suggestion that the UK establish
its own sovereign wealth fund so that any reve-
nues from the future exploitation of offshore oil
and gas and other natural assets are channelled
into long-term development projects, rather than
to fulfil short-term budgetary needs.
As the Tory leadership sifts these ideas it will be

aware that a lackof policy is not theprincipal chal-
lenge that it or othermainstreamparties face. The
greater problem facing the whole political class is
one of credibility. Large numbers of voters, espe-
cially the Tories’ traditional supporters, are won-
dering aloud aboutwhether this Conservative-led
administration is either able or willing to deliver
on its rhetoric in such areas as eliminating the
budget deficit and renegotiatingBritain’s relation-
ship with Europe.
Cynicism has infected the rest of the electorate

too. Manifesto promises about reorganising the
NHS, tuition fees and airport expansion have
struggled to be honoured as they have crashed
against the constraints on the public finances and
the internal negotiations required by a coalition
government. British politics is not short of policy
ideas. A sense of the possible is fortunately not
debarring new Conservative thinking.

Time to Go Home
Putin is hurting Russia by his pursuit of an inglorious war

For Vladimir Putin the moment of truth is fast
approaching. In the wider interests of Russia, he
should now step back, halt his invasion ofUkraine
and try to salvage what is left of his damaged
standing in the world.
By theendof thisweek theEuropeanUnionwill

be ready to implement new sanctions on Russia’s
businesses, energy suppliers and arms manufac-
turers. Nato will have agreed plans for a more
muscular rapid reaction force ready to support
easternmembers of the alliance. Taking shape is a
new European Commission that, with some ex-
ceptions, is no longer willing to give the Kremlin
the benefit of the doubt inUkraine or beyond. The
freshlymintedpresident of theEuropeanCouncil,
Donald Tusk, wants the EU to negotiate with
Russia to prevent Gazprom bullying smaller
states. The mood, in short, has turned.
The Russian presidentmay imagine that he has

all but won the war for eastern Ukraine. His rhe-
toric remains brazen. He talks of giving statehood
to eastern Ukraine; he boasts of new develop-
ments in the country’s strategic nuclear forces.
The ultra-nationalist Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who

frequently shares a podiumwithMrPutin, talks of
carpet-bombing the dwarf states of eastern
Europe. The US reports that its airspace has been
violated by Russian strategic nuclear bombers 16
times in the past ten days.
This is sabre-rattling at its crudest. The effect

thoughhasbeen to focusminds in theWest—and
to panic investors. According to leaks from the
EuropeanCentral Bank, capital flight fromRussia
in the first quarter of 2014 reached $221 billion.
Some cashmay return but not as long asMr Putin
deepens the war. Annexation of Crimea bought
himsomeapplause athome.Now, though, thewar
is beginning to look like a self-inflicted wound.
Some 24 per cent of the foreign debt of Russian
banks and companies falls due in 2014. Western
sanctions make it impossible to refinance; even
non-sanctionedcompaniesarebeing frozenoutof
western credit markets.
Economic growth is grinding to a halt. The war

rhetoric, the creeping awareness that Russian sol-
diers are starting to die and even thewrong-head-
ed closure of McDonald’s outlets are adding to
public irritation. Mr Putin almost certainly calcu-

lated he could split theWest. This was not entirely
wrong. The West has responded with shameful
languor. Yet the talk ahead of Thursday’s Nato
summit now suggests real determination to stop
Mr Putin dismantling Ukraine.
Twothingshavechanged.First, there isnowun-

derstanding amongmost western leaders that the
Russian invasionofUkraineand the terrifying rise
of Islamic Statemilitias in Iraq and Syria transmit
a similar message: ignoring someone who has de-
clared war on you has very short-term benefits in
a globalised world. Second, inaction in the face of
a Russian invasion sets a precedent for illegal in-
cursions in all states with a restless Russian-
speakingminority.This is aweek inwhichwestern
nations must demonstrate that they are at last
willing to reach consensus on these principles and
act accordingly.
Perhaps the most potent weapon against Mr

Putin is his vanity.He imagines himself loved, and
believes he is the father of the nation. The West
must do all it can to convince ordinary Russians
that Mr Putin’s war is a sure road to disaster, and
that their leader is betraying their interests.

Tasteless Tales
Roald Dahl’s brilliance stands in a great tradition of the fantastical and macabre

Fewwritershave so successfullyappealed tochild-
ren as Roald Dahl. His readers, of more mature
years as well, now have a chance to read a previ-
ouslyunpublishedchapterofCharlie and theChoc-
olate Factory. Thebookhasnever beenout of print
since its first publication in 1964, yet this “missing”
chapter failed to make the final version.
The chapter tells a sobering tale of what hap-

pens in the factory’s vanilla fudge room and was
thought too anarchic for the sensibilities of child-
ren 50 years ago. It is in fact in line with Dahl’s
approach, which wondrously subverts the canons
of conventional good taste. His stories are part of

a literary genre whose imagery inspires children’s
imaginations by its shockingness.
The fairytales of Charles Perrault abound with

the violent and fantastical. Little Red Riding Hood
tells of subterfuge and slaughter. The same is true
of theBrothersGrimm.Their great storyThe Juni-
per Tree recounts murder and cannibalism.
Grimmwas aptly said byWHAuden in 1944 to

be “among the few indispensable, common-prop-
erty books upon which western culture can be
founded . . . It is hardly too much to say that these
tales rank next to the Bible in importance.”
Dahl’s brutal and brilliant fantasies are part of

this great tradition. What parent or grandparent,
tiring of the saccharine characters of much popu-
lar children’s entertainment, has not wished for a
story or verse in the manner of Hilaire Belloc’s
Cautionary Tales for Children? There we find the
reassurance that Matilda, for telling lies, is burnt
to death, and that Rebecca, who slammed doors
for fun, perishes miserably.
Only this week, Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes was

removed from the shelves of a supermarket chain
in Australia after a complaint about its unsuitable
language. Roald Dahl, the master of the macabre,
would surely be delighted.

Daily Universal Register

UK: Britain’s first specialist clinic for child
victims of female genital mutilation (FGM)
opens in London; David Cameron makes a
Commons announcement on the terror
threat level
Europe: EU Directive 2009/125/EC on the
ecodesign requirements for vacuum cleaners
comes into effect

The first autumn
colour is appearing
on the trees. There
were already
splashes of yellow
on some lime trees
a week or two ago,

and more patches are now showing. On
elder bushes, some of the leaves are fading
to a paler green, or even to a yellowish
white; others a watery pink. Most sycamores
are still green, but some of the small trees
have quite suddenly become bright yellow
all over. However, many of the late summer
flowers are still in full bloom. A pretty one
that is quite common on marshy river edges
is gypsywort. This has pairs of narrow,
jagged leaves at intervals up the stalk, and
round the base of each pair there is a ring of
small, sparkling white flowers. The juice of
the plant was used as a black dye, and
gypsies were once believed to colour their
faces with it. A gigantic, sprawling bush
covered with white flowers is Russian vine,
which, in fact, comes from China. It often
escapes from gardens and grows vigorously
in the wild. It spreads so rapidly that it has
been called “the mile a minute plant”.
derwent may

Gloria Estefan, pictured,
singer-songwriter, Rhythm
is Gonna Get You (1987),
Can’t Stay Away From You
(1988), 57; Professor
Sir David Carter, clinical
surgeon and former
chief medical officer,

Scottish Executive department of health
(1996–2000), 74; Professor Sir Ronald
Cooke, vice-chancellor, University of York
(1993-2002), and now director, Visit York, 73;
Clare Connor, head of England Women’s
Cricket, ECB, and former England cricket
captain, 38; Barry Gibb, Bee Gees singer, 68;
the Earl of Lisburne, president of the Wales
Council for Voluntary Action (1976-97), 96;
Dave O’Higgins, jazz saxophonist, 50;
Lord (Cecil) Parkinson, chairman of the
Conservative Party (1981-83) and (1997-98)
83; Donald Piggott, director-general, British
Red Cross Society (1980-85), 94; Dame
Caroline Humphrey ( Lady Rees of
Ludlow), anthropologist and author, The
Unmaking of Soviet Life (2002), 71; Lily
Tomlin, comedian and actress, Nashville
(1975), Nine to Five (1980), 75; Jasmine
Whitbread, CEO, Save the Children
International, 51.

In 1858 the East India Company’s formal
rule of India ended as the Crown took
over its territories; in 1923 Japan was struck
by an earthquake registering 7.9 on the
Richter scale and resulting in more than
140,000 deaths; in 1939 Germany invaded
Poland, heralding the start of the Second
World War; in 1967 an Arab summit in
Khartoum lifted the oil embargo on the
West that had been imposed during the
Six Day War.

“It now only remains for us to set our teeth
and to enter upon this struggle, which we
ourselves earnestly endeavoured to avoid,
with determination to see it through to the
end.” Neville Chamberlain

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word
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Letters to the Editor

Corrections &
Clarifications

l The print version of our report,
“Health whistleblower turns guns on
senior civil servants” (Aug 28),
omitted a statement from the
National Audit Office that they had
listened to the concerns raised by Kay
Sheldon about the management of
the Care Quality Commission and
have closely monitored its subsequent
development.

l The illustration to Saturday’s
Nature notebook showed a celandine,
not a yellow corydalis as captioned.
We apologise for the error, which
occurred in our picture library.

Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email
to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 1 London
Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF

1 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9GF
Email: letters@thetimes.co.uk

Person-centred
health reforms
Sir, We, the charity coalition National
Voices, are launching a list of
recommendations for how to achieve
genuinely person-centred health and
social care.
Past reforms have created

fragmented, under-resourced systems
which give patients, their families and
their communities too little say. This
is especially true of the most
vulnerable people. However, there is
growing evidence that care is better
when people have a say in the
decisions about their health, are
helped to look after themselves, and
can plan their care in partnership
with professionals and effective
services. It is increasingly accepted
that overly medical, managerial care
does not satisfy each individual’s need
for independence, control, purpose
and social contact — all vital
ingredients of good health.
Real reform must start from the

things that matter to people. For this,
we need the next government to
provide consistent leadership, more
funding and stability. We must not
have any more radical structural
reorganisations. Instead, the
government should focus on
co-ordinating everyone’s efforts, so
that statutory bodies, voluntary
groups and local communities can
work together.
paul farmer,Mind; lord
adebowale, Turning Point; chris
maker, Lupus UK; chris
whitwell, Friends, Families and
Travellers; sally light, Motor
Neurone Disease Association
Plus a further 65 signatories who can
be seen at thetimes.co.uk/letters

Hospital food
Sir, When a patient is in hospital they
are not paying for the food that they
would have consumed at home. So
why should they not pay for their
food while they are in hospital? They
would be no worse off. Of course, the
same logic applies to items such as
heating and laundry but these are
far less quantifiable. Start with
food.
jane heller
Bishop Monkton, N Yorks

Do private schools paralyse social mobility?
Sir, If the grammar schools had not
been destroyed we would not now be
having a debate about public schools
producing our elite (“Old boys and
girls still take top jobs”, Aug 28).
chris reaney
Marlborough, Wilts

Sir, My grandfather, an upholsterer,
left school at 14. His son, my father,
won a scholarship to a grammar
school and went on to teach Classics
after Durham University. My father
and mother saved to send me to an
independent day school whence I
went to Oxford and became a judge.
Does the Social Mobility and Child
Poverty Commission really think it
just that my father and I should have
been artificially impeded in our
careers because of our education.
his honour gerald clifton
Heswall, Wirral

Sir, One day there are not enough
students from disadvantaged
backgrounds at Oxbridge; the next
day there are too many Oxbridge-
educated people in high places. Is
this a plot to keep the poor in their
place, or the effect of the chop logic
course in PPE?
peter williams
Malvern, Worcs

Sir, It should be no surprise that
years of work to open the leading
professions have done little to
dislodge the privately educated.
Anthony Sampson said a decade ago
that independent schools are now
open to the wealthy and clever too, a
formidable combination.
Being clever from a disadvantaged

background will not get you into an
independent school and thence into
Oxbridge and the professions. Some
independent schools help with
financial assistance and/or
sponsoring academies. In Kent,
several independent schools, helped
by the Sutton Trust, have set up the
Kent Academies Network, to
provide mentoring and summer
schools for academy pupils. The
scheme also involves Fitzwilliam
College, Cambridge, which sees it as
a way of promoting open access to
the college and other universities.
This initiative will inevitably be
limited by the availability of finance
and the schools’ resources.
What is the solution to this lack of

social mobility? Sampson identified
a major cause of the problem as the
closure of the grammar schools in
the 1970s, which led to independent
schools reasserting themselves. So a
big part of a countrywide solution

would be to open more grammar
schools. This would not adversely
affect the independent schools, as it
would give them more opportunities
for pursuing schemes like the Kent
network. What a pity that, despite
Michael Gove’s splendid reforms, the
government is currently opposed to
creating more grammar schools —
surely the greatest engine of social
mobility we have ever seen.
Looking at your statistics on MPs’

educational backgrounds, could it
be that they want to preserve the
system of “jobs for the boys (and
girls)”?
ian hitchen
Bolton

Sir, I was interested to read how the
privately educated still take the top
jobs. While I agree that these jobs
should be open for all-comers, top
positions need well educated and
informed applicants. It is not the
fault of private schools that their
alumni take precedence. The fault
lies with the government which
consistently fails to provide a top-
class education for the majority of
pupils. So many intelligent and
capable pupils fall by the wayside.
sharon pache
Terling, Essex

Save the Children
Sir, As an impartial, politically neutral
humanitarian organisation, Save the
Children has not taken, and never will
take, sides in the Gaza conflict, or any
other conflict that we are responding
to worldwide (“You don’t save children
by arming terrorists”, Aug 28).
I thoroughly condemn Hamas for

its indiscriminate firing of rockets into
Israel. We have consistently called for
a permanent ceasefire from both
sides, particularly for an end to the
use of explosive weapons in populated
areas due to the harm caused to
children in both Gaza and Israel. Our
call to lift the blockade on Gaza is
shared by the UN and many leaders
including David Cameron and
William Hague. Save the Children
calls for the end of the blockade
because it is causing severe hardships
and harming children and their
families.
justin forsyth
Save the Children

War reports
Sir, The reports from The Times from
August 1914 make fascinating reading.
The article of August 30 talks of
“broken” French and British
regiments. This was an
understandable exaggeration. The
French did not “break” after fighting
on the Sambre and the Meuse, known
as the Battle of Charleroi. They
embarked on a well-planned
withdrawal in the face of superior
forces. The same applies to the British
after Mons and Le Cateau. The
British Commander, Sir John French,
thought that the Second Corps had
ceased to exist as an effective force,
but this was not the case. The Times’s
call for reinforcements was heeded
and they were sent.
Much of the coverage of the First

World War anniversary in Britain
ignores the role of the French. Often
the conflict is portrayed as an Anglo-
German football match. Nine tenths
of the troops opposing the Germans
on the Marne were French. In two
months they sustained nearly half a
million casualties. Without their
dogged endurance the Germans
might well have won the First
World War.
terry cudbird
Oxford

Crimes of the few
Sir, Matthew Syed (Aug 25) explains
why we should never tarnish whole
communities on the basis of the
crimes of a few. I think Paul Kohler,
the academic who was savagely
beaten recently (allegedly by Poles)
magnificently epitomised this
sentiment. When a Polish woman, in
faltering English, apologised on behalf
of her nation, he held her hand and
told her it wasn’t her fault, as who
would be judged by the worst people
in their society?
lesley russell
Kingston upon Thames

Mighty crash
Sir, My admiration for Colonel Benest
(letter, Aug 29) knows no bounds but
I wonder whether he is old enough to
remember hobnailed ammunition
boots. The mighty crash of a well-
drilled company coming to attention
and the noise we made marching on a
hard road chivvied by our NCO were
a pleasure which I fashionably denied
at the time, but was shared by most of
my comrades. I wonder if it would be
possible to use hobnailed boots for
ceremonial occasions rather than the
carpet slippers which have shuffled in
to replace them.
antony stanley clarke
Mosterton, Dorset

Nato conference
Sir, Here in south east Wales we have
been cursed with a Nato conference.
Huge expense, disruption and
demonstrations are promised.
When the M4 is closed by an

accident it costs the Welsh economy
millions, so who compensates the
economy for the disruption on local
roads during this conference? Shops
are having to close, business won’t be
able to get staff to work. Almost 50
schools are being closed in South
Wales as far away at the Vale of
Glamorgan, and parents are having to
take time off work to look after their
children.
rd hughes
Newport

Howdy
Sir, One reason Bernard Jackson
(letter, Aug 29) was greeted in Italy
with salve rather than buongiorno is
because salve is more widely used
when dubbing English-language films
into Italian. It is a better fit when
replacing the English hello. Ironic,
because dubbing was supposed to
curtail the influence of English in Italy.
ken westmoreland
Taunton

Sir, There used to be a sign outside a
shop in the south of France which
read “American spoken — English
understood”. Always made us smile.
enid deeble zyat
St Ives, Cornwall

The violent attacks on The Times
on account of our publication of a
despatch from Amiens on Sunday
last have ceased as suddenly as they
began. As we explained yesterday,
the attacks were delivered in
ignorance of the fact that the
despatch was published, not only
with the consent, but at the definite
request, of the head of the Press
Bureau. In these circumstances we
should have failed in our public

duty had we refused to comply. Mr
FE Smith stated in his speech in the
House of Commons on Monday
night: “I myself examined the
article, certain references were
excised, and it was returned with
my own initials upon it, and I take
the responsibility of having
returned it, initialled by me in the
shape in which it appeared in the
paper. I think now that if one had
known everything that was going to
happen, and perhaps had had a
little more time, it would have been
better if I had written a note to the
Editor asking him to consider
whether, quite apart from the legal
powers which I possessed, it was a
wise article to publish. I think now
it would have been much better if I
had done so.”
Mr Smith’s statement is

incomplete. He did, in fact, send a
signed note to the Editor begging
him to publish the dispatch. That
note is in our possession; Mr
Smith’s omission to refer to it in his
speech is altogether disingenuous.
We have already received both

public and private recognition of

the correctness of our action. We
acknowledge in particular the
following passage in a leading
article in yesterday’s Westminster
Gazette: “We are glad to testify
that [The Times] has completely
vindicated itself in regard to the
publication of the article which
caused great and, as it now turns
out, excessive despondency.”
Sir AB Markham, MP, writes to

the Editor under yesterday’s date:
“The Prime Minister owes you an
apology for the attack he made on
your journal yesterday at question
time … I hold no brief for The
Times, but your action in this
matter has been completely
vindicated, and I am sure the
Prime Minister, who is always
generous and just, will take the
earliest Parliamentary opportunity
of withdrawing in the House the
charge he made against you.”

on this day september 1, 1914

APOLOGIES
AND

WITHDRAWALS

Power points
Sir, You report that having banned
vacuum cleaners with motors above
1,600 watts, the EU energy
commissioner is now considering
similar limits for other electrical
devices “to try to slow climate
change” (“Hairdryers may be next on
hit list in EU power game”, Aug 29)
Such bans are absurd for two

reasons. First, lower wattage does not
guarantee reduced electricity
consumption. For example, boiling a
kettle of water with half the wattage
will take twice as long, and the total
electricity consumed will be the same.
And a less powerful cleaner might be
used for longer as it takes longer to
pick up a given quantity of dust
Second, electrical devices do not, of

course, emit CO2. It is the power
stations that generate the electricity
that do, but only the gas and coal-
fired ones. Renewable and nuclear
produce negligible amounts. The
variation among EU countries in the

proportion of their electricity
generated by renewables, not
counting nuclear, ranges from over 70
per cent for Austria to about 12 per
cent for the UK. This makes a
nonsense of having a directive
treating all countries the same
david terry
Droitwich, Worcs
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with extracts from
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ww1.thetimes.co.uk
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Pro-Russian rebel fighters toast their

Ukrainians dig trenches
to halt Russian invaders
Ukraine
Ben Hoyle Bezimenne

On the newest front line in the battle
against Russian-backed rebels, there is
not much more that Ukraine’s forces
can do but sit, wait and hope.
Yesterday afternoon, a small groupof

border guards from Odessa crouched
in the open behind their automatic
weapons outside the small village of
Bezimenne, aplace sootherwise forget-
table its namemeans “without a name”.
They were horribly exposed and

palpably nervous. The Russian border
lay about 20 miles to the east. The
Kremlin-backed rebels were half that
distance away, dug in with a tank and
armoured vehicles on the edge of
Novoazovsk.That townfell to themlate
last week in a campaign that was won,
according to Kiev, by Russian rocket
fire and the invasion of two columns of
Russian armoured vehicles.
Its capture opened a new front in the

conflict and spectacularly reversed the
tide of the war, raising expectations of
an imminent rebel — or even Russian
—advance along the coast towards the
port of Mariupol, a wealthy industrial
city of half a million people. Nato fears
that the push will be assisted by more
than a thousand Russian troops it says
are operating in eastern Ukraine. Kiev
calls it an undeclared invasion.
Russia’s intentions appeared clearer

still yesterday when President Putin
called for immediate talks on “state-
hood” for the restive regions, adding
that Moscow could not stand aside
while peoplewere being shot “almost at
point-blank” range.
Ukraine’s leaders have consistently

refused to enter into talks with the
rebels, saying that theydonotnegotiate
with terrorists.
Emboldened by their gains, and by

the renewed backing of the Kremlin,
the rebel commander in newly con-
quered Novoazovsk said that the
separatist troops intended to go farther,
into Odessa. Gennady Myakshin, 43,
said that the forces of “Novorossiya”—

NewRussia—wouldmarch onMariu-
pol “today or tomorrow”.
More than 2,600 people have been

killed so far in Europe’s bloodiest con-
flict since the breakupofYugoslavia. In
oneof the grimmest incidents,Ukraini-
an volunteers yesterday reported that
“hundreds” of their men were killed
and dozens taken prisoner when the
rebels double-crossed them after
promising to let them leave an encir-
cled position near Donetsk.
The rebels yesterday claimed re-

sponsibility for an artillery attack on a
Ukrainian naval cutter in the Sea of
Azov. There was no information on the
number of people on board.
On the ground, fighting continued.

On Friday, Ukrainian media reported
that 60 Russian tanks had reached Be-
zimenne, causing panic in Mariupol.
At a roadblock outside Bezimenne

yesterday, Ruslan, a retired major who
served on UN peacekeeping missions
in Iraq and Liberia, said that it was only
a matter of time before the rebel ad-
vance resumed.Theywould “of course”

try to takeMariupol, 15 miles down the
empty road behind his men.
Whether they succeed, and how

much farther the insurgency might
then press into Ukraine, “depends on
Europe”, he said.
Shortly after 3pm, heavy artillery

shells landed close to the roadblock —
“a gesture from our friends”, Ruslan
saiddrily. Fartheralong the road,on the
outskirts of Mariupol, about 200 sol-
diers, volunteer paramilitaries, defiant
civilians and steel workers who were
paid by the city’s richest man were
digging fortifications.
Forthethirddayrunning,cranes, trac-

tors and earth-moving vehicles churned
up trenches in sunflower fields on either
side of a road partly blocked by concrete
tank traps painted with flowers. Slabs of
steel and reinforcedconcretewere layer-
edwith sandbags to build bomb shelters.
Vladimir, an ethnic Russian retired
miner, worked in his pin-striped suit
trousers. He said that he had come to
Mariupolasa“refugee” fromhishomein
the rebel-held town of Horlivka. “I may
be 80 but I can still dig, no problem,” he
said. “The motherland needs it.”
Victoria, 25, an internet journalist,

said that working together on the
defences was making people feel less
powerless. “We can’t just sit and wait.”
Svetlana, 64, cutting steps down to a

trench in a paisley blouse, large sun-
glasses and wellington boots, agreed:
“We have to protect Mariupol. We can
see what Putin is trying to do.”
In the city itself, shops are well-

stocked and bars and restaurants are
still open. Hotels say that they are full,
largely thanks to the 40,000 refugees
and temporary visitors who have
flooded into the city from elsewhere in
the war zone.
The mayor, Yuri Khotlubey,

described the situation as “stable but
very tense”—thoughnot tenseenough
to stop him from turning out for his
twice- weekly game of five-a-side
football yesterday. “Football releases
stress,” he said.
Leading article, page 20

Fury as Abbott
says the British
saved Australia

Australia’s Anglophile prime minister
has infuriated the country’s Aborigines
after claiming that the arrival of the
British was the defining moment in the
country’s history, appearing to ignore
the persecution it inflicted.
Mr Abbott, who was born in London

and educated at Oxford, told guests at
Australia’s National Museum that the
arrival of the First Fleet from England,
in January, 1788, was the event that
most profoundly shaped Australia.
“It was the moment this continent

became part of the modern world. It
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China denies Hong Kong free election for leader
Hong Kong
Jamie Fullerton Shanghai

Pro-democracy activists vowed yester-
day to bring Hong Kong to a standstill
afterChina’s parliament ruled that resi-
dents of the former British colony will
not be permitted to freely choose their
leader in an election set for 2017.
The standing committee of the

National People’s Congress, which has
the final say on democratic issues in
HongKong, said that only two or three
candidates will run in the contest,
andmust be endorsed by a nominating
committee, likely to be loyal to
Beijing.
“This is a legal, fair and reasonable

decision. It is a dignified, prudent deci-
sion, and its legal effect is beyond
doubt,” said Li Fei, of theNPC standing
committee.
Activists immediately prepared to

launchacampaignof civil disobedience
which they said would climax with a
blockade of the city’s financial district,
Central — home of the Hong Kong
Stock Exchange and the vital banking
sector.
“Today is not only the darkest day in

the history of Hong Kong’s democratic
development, today is also the darkest
day of one country, two systems,” said
Benny Tai, a law professor and one of
the leaders of the Occupy Central
protest group.
“One country, two systems” was the

formula under which Hong Kong, with
a population of more than seven mil-
lion, was returned to Chinese sover-
eignty in 1997, aftermore than 150years
of British colonial rule.
Occupy Central is demanding that

Beijing allows a free election for the
city’s chief executive, hand-picked by
China’s communist rulers since 1997.

Themovement said that “all chances of
dialogue have been exhausted and the
occupation of Central will definitely
happen”. It gave no timings for its
campaign.
SinceHongKong’s return toChinese

rule, democratic reformhasbeenacon-
tentious issue, and the NPC’s decision
on the 2017 election resulted in people
gathering outside Hong Kong govern-
ment headquarters to chant slogans.
“It [theNPCdecision] leavesno room

forus to fight for a genuinelydemocrat-
ic system, and we will begin our
campaign for peaceful, non-violent
struggle,” said Joseph Cheng, the con-
venor of the Alliance for True Demo-
cracy, a coalition of groups advocating
universal suffrage in Hong Kong. “We
want to tell the world we haven’t given
up.”
The NPC decision appears to be a

breakthrough for Beijing as it endorses

the framework for a direct vote by a
Chinese city for the first time, allowing
China’s government to claim it as a
milestone in democratic reform.
By placing strict limitations on the

nomination process, however, it pro-
vides justification for the city’s demo-
cratic activists to brand it a “fake”
democracy.
Chinese officials have branded activ-

ists’ protests “illegal”, and the Commu-
nist party’s newspaper, The People’s
Daily, warned against “foreign med-
dling” in the city’s politics.
Prominent critics of Beijing, notably

Jimmy Lai, owner of the popular Apple
Daily, have come under pressure in
recent days.
His home was searched by anti-

corruption police amid allegations of
bribery in what his son, Mark Simon,
said was a “wonderful diversion” from
the NPC decision.
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success in the village of Starobesheve, southeast of Donetsk. Ukraine fears the rebels will advance next on Mariupol — with the help of Russian soldiers and guns

determined our language, our law and
our fundamental values,” Mr Abbott
said.However, headded: “Yes, it diddis-
possess and for a long timemarginalise
indigenous people.”
Mr Abbott’s stance provoked a re-

buke from Warren Mundine, his most
senior adviser onAboriginal affairs.Mr
Mundine, chairman of the indigenous
advisory council said: “Well, it was a de-
fining moment, there’s no argument
about that. It was also a disastrous de-
fining moment for indigenous people.”
He also took issue with Mr Abbott’s

observation that British settlement in
Australia had provided the foundation
for it to become one of the most pros-
perous societies on earth.
“Does that mean Aboriginal people

have prospered from that? Of course
not. We are miles behind everybody
else,” he said.
Unemployment among Aboriginal

people outstrips that of other Austra-
lians. Fewer than 60 per cent of work-
ing-ageAboriginalmenhavea job, com-
pared with 85 per cent of other men.

€10m wedding under
threat in diplomatic row
Page 27

Death on streets, yet the
Baghdad band
plays on
Page 25

EU dithers as
rebel forces
move forward

European leaders were accused last
night of being toothless and indecisive
in the face of Russian aggression, as
divisions within the bloc left them in a
state of near-paralysis over Ukraine.
Petro Poroshenko, the Ukrainian

president, told the 28-strong group that
Russiawas “close to full-scalewar”with
his country — but Slovakia, the Czech
Republic, Hungary and Cyprus were
unmoved, andopposeda tougheningof
sanctions against Moscow.
Federica Mogherini, the Italian for-

eignministerandnewEUforeignpolicy
chief, was similarly reluctant, insisting
that diplomacy was the only solution.
“Aswe thinkandweworkon the level of
sanctions, we also have to keep the
diplomatic way open . . . hoping that the
combination can be effective,” she said.
Italy, like Cyprus and other states, is de-
pendent on its energy tradewithRussia.
TheEU leaders finally agreed upon a

statement ordering Russia to “immedi-
ately withdraw all its military assets
and forces from Ukraine” — but, apart
from givingMoscow a week to comply,
no specific steps were decided upon.
AngelaMerkel, theEU’smost power-

ful leader, said: “There will be decisions
about new sanctions if the current
situation goes on or deteriorates.”
Critics, most from the former Soviet

bloc, said that Brussels’ response to the
escalating conflict in Ukraine was not
firm enough. “Russia is practically in a
state of war against Europe,” said
President Grybauskaite of Lithuania,
the most outspoken. “This was a big
mistake,” she added.
Mr Poroshenko called on the EU

leaders for help. “We are very close to
the point of no return. Today we are
talking about the fate of Ukraine —
tomorrow it could be for all Europe.”
David Cameron described the situa-

tion as “deeply serious”, and added: “If
Russia carries on in this way, the rela-
tionship between Europe and Russia . . .
will be radically different in the future.”
Mr Poroshenko is hoping for support

fromNato at a summit of the alliance in
Wales this week. President Obama is
expected to agree to deploy more US
forces in Nato’s eastern territories.

Charles Bremner

Critics pour cold water on ice bucket challenge
United States
Devika Bhat Washington

It has been the internet craze of the
summer, raising more than $100 mil-
lion for charity in a month and attract-
ing such luminaries as GeorgeWBush,
OprahWinfrey, Justin Bieber and even
Kermit the Frog.
As theweathergrowscolderanddays

become shorter, a growing number of
people have criticised the ice bucket
challenge, which is aimed at raising
money for amyotrophic lateral sclero-
sis, or motor neurone disease.
The phenomenon, in which people

are filmed being doused in iced water
before nominating others to do the
same, has been condemned for being
littlemore thanagimmick that encour-
ages the sort of self-promotion that
brought theworld the selfie. Celebrities
including David Beckham and Cristi-

ano Ronaldo wasted no time in taking
off their shirts for the challenge.Others
have been criticised for being so eager
to name-check the friends they are
nominating that they fail to mention
the cause they are supporting in
their monologues to camera.
Some critics have questioned

the merits of one cause benefit-
ting from a surge of donations.
The challenge has raised
more than $100 million
(£60 million) for the
ALS Association in the
US and £4.5 million for
the British charity, the
Motor Neurone Disease Asso-
ciation.
Some note that, as devastating

as the disease is, there are other
neurodegenerative illnesses
which are more common and
haveagreaterneed forpublicdo-

nations. Others claim that such gener-
osity comes at a price, saying that other
charities are likely to suffer as a conse-

quence.
“Because people on average

are limited in how much
they’re willing to donate to
good causes, if someone do-
nates $100 to theALSAsso-
ciation, he or shewill like-

ly donate less to other
charities,” William
MacAskill, a re-
search associate at
Oxford University

and founder of two non-
profit organisations, wrote in
Quartz.
The reservations have

given rise to the #noIceBucketChal-
lenge hashtag trending on Twitter
along with a series of memes question-
ing its benefits.
One shows a picture of Americans

throwing water over their heads,
accompaniedbyapictureof a small boy
in Africa drinking water from a dirty
puddle. The actorMatt Damon poured
toilet water over himself.
He said: “The water in our toilets in

the West is cleaner than the water that
most people in the developing world
have access to.”
Amid the concerns, observers are

asking how the ALS Association plans
to spend themoney. It spent 28 per cent
on research into the disease last year—
a figure that critics say is too little.
The charity has also come under fire

from Christian groups who have called
for a boycott over its funding of a single
study involving embryonic stem cells.

The actor Matt Damon
used water from his toilet
during the challenge

FRANCISCO LEONG/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Three killed in
Pakistan protests

Army chiefs in
Pakistan held
an emergency

meeting last night
after clashes with
anti-government
protesters in
Islamabad that left at
least three people
dead (Digby Lidstone
writes).
Police fired tear gas

and rubber bullets at
the crowd, right, led
by the opposition
activist and former
cricketer Imran
Khan, as they forced
their way into the
grounds of Pakistan’s
parliament on
Saturday night and
demanded the
resignation of the

prime mininster,
Nawaz Sharif. He was
not home at the time.
Protesters have been
camped outside the
Sharif residence for
more than two weeks.
Mr Khan told his

supporters: “I have
learnt that
government plans a
major crackdown
against us tonight. I
am here till my last
breath.”
News that army

commanders had met
raised fears of a new
military coup.

Bahraini activist is
held for claiming
royals allow torture
Bahrain
Hugh Tomlinson

A prominent Bahraini human rights
activist hasbeenarrestedoverher cam-
paign to highlight repression in the
Gulf kingdom, after claiming that the
royal family was complicit in torture.
Maryam al-Khawaja, 27, was seized

onarrival atBahrain’s international air-
port on Saturday and charged with in-
sulting King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa
on social media. Her arrest will again
shine a spotlight on the continued
unrest in Bahrain, three years on from
a violent government crackdown on
pro-democracy demonstrations that
left dozens of people dead.
Ms Khawaja had returned to the

kingdom to visit her imprisoned father,
Abdulhadi al-Khawaja, who is on hun-
ger strike. He was jailed for life in 2011
for his role in the uprising at the height
of the Arab Spring. Led by Bahrain’s
Shiamajority, thousandsof people took
to the streets to demand democratic
reform from the Sunni ruling family,
which sent in troops to crush the
protests.
Since fleeing thekingdom in2011,Ms

Khawaja has campaigned abroad to
highlight human rights abuses in the
Gulf state, including allegations that
theking’s son,PrinceNasserbinHa-
mad al-Khalifa, personally tor-
tured protesters during the
crackdown.
In May, she picketed the

Royal Windsor Horse Show,
whereKingHamad andPrince
Nasser mingled with the
Queen.
The Bahraini govern-

ment denies the alle-
gations, and Prince

Nasser has been granted immunity
from prosecution in Britain by the
Crown Prosecution Service.
Ms Khawaja and other activists are

seeking to have that immunity over-
turned, however, with a court hearing
expected in October.
Her mother, Khadija Almousawi,

said yesterday that Ms Khawaja knew
the risk of arrest by returning. “When
sheheardher father’shealthwas suffer-
ing she felt shehad to comeback in case
the worst happens,” Ms Almousawi
said. “She said the police were very
roughwith her. I don’t know if theywill
charge her or deport her.”
An independent inquiry into events

in 2011 uncovered systematic torture of
protesters in custody by the security
forces, and King Hamad pledged to
carry out reforms.
However, as international attention

has shifted to bigger, bloodier crises
around the region, the government
appears to have backed away from
those promises, critics say. Dialogue
withoppositiongroups to findapolitical
solution has collapsed. No senior offi-
cial or officer has been charged in con-
nection with abuses against protesters.
The government remains sensitive

about international scrutiny of its
human rights record. In July, the US
State Department’s top human rights

official, Tom Malinowski, was or-
dered to leave Bahrain when he
refused to allow government
minders to observe hismeetings
with opposition groups.
Bahrain hosts the US Navy’s
Fifth Fleet, but relations with

Washingtonhavebeen in-
creasingly strained

since 2011, with re-
gime hardliners
unhappy at Amer-
ican calls for the
release of polit-
ical prisoners,
including Mr
Khawaja.

with

Maryam
al-Khawaja:
returned to visit
her ailing father

UN troops captured by al-Qaeda
The Syrian branch of al-Qaeda has
admitted that it is holding several dozen
members of the United Nations peace-
keeping force in southern Syria, saying
they were captured in revenge for the
world body’s failure to help the uprising
against President Assad (Catherine
Philp writes).
The Nusra Front posted images of

the captured Fijian peacekeepers

online over the weekend. The group
cited inaction in the face of “the daily
shedding of the Muslims’ blood in Syr-
ia” andaccused it of allowing theSyrian
army to move through the buffer zone
between Syria and the Israeli-occupied
Golan Heights to attack rebels.
The UN said that 44 peacekeepers

were seized on Thursday. Two other
groupsofpeacekeepers evadedcapture.
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US frees starving minority from Isis siege

Forces loyal to Iraq’s government have
broken the two-month siege of a town
where thousands of residents, mostly
from the Shia Turkmen minority, have
been trapped with dwindling food and
water supplies.

Iraqi army troops, Kurdish fighters
and Shia militiamen fought their way
into the Shia Turkmen town of Amerli,
with help from American airstrikes, to
push back Islamic State (Isis) forces
that had surrounded them. Britain was
among a number of countries that

dropped relief supplies to the town. The
breakthrough, which is the biggest
success for the Iraqi government since
Isis began its advance through the
country, came two days after President
Obama authorised the first expansion
of American airstrikes outside Iraq’s far
north.

That decision came after an inter-
national outcry about the plight of
Amerli, whose residents warned they
were at risk of being massacred because
of their Shia faith and resistance to
Islamic State.

Their plight was compared to that of
the Yazidi minority, which Washington
intervened to save after thousands fled

in the face of a militant assault, taking
refuge on a remote mountain.

The operation to save Amerli began
on Saturday with American and Iraqi
airstrikes on Islamic State positions
outside the town in eastern Diyala
province. “It is a very important
success,” Lieutenant General Qassem
Atta, Iraq’s chief security spokesman,
said on state television, adding that
there was still fighting in the area.

The speed with which the siege was
broken may increase pressure on
Washington to become more involved
in the battles against Islamic State in
Iraq and Syria. However, the Iraqi gov-
ernment’s reliance on thousands of

Shia militiamen involved in the opera-
tion will alarm those concerned that
Washington may be regarded as acting
as the air force for a Shia-dominated
government that has systematically
oppressed IraqiSunnis, stoking thecur-
rent conflict.

There are also concerns about the US
working with, and entrenching, armed
partisans with a recent history of brutal
sectarian killings. Many of those
involved in the Amerli operation have
been implicated in human rights viola-
tions, including killing and torturing
Sunnis.

The US said that it had carried out
three airstrikes in the Amerli area,

expanding its air campaign outside the
far north for the first time, while Aus-
tralian, British, French and US aircraft
dropped relief supplies.

Rear Admiral John Kirby, the Penta-
gon spokesman, cautioned that aid
drops and air strikes “will be limited in
their scope and duration as necessary
to address this emerging humanitarian
crisis and protect the civilians trapped
in Amerli”.

The operation came as the White
House considers what, if any, action to
take against Islamic State in Syria.
Senior military officials have said the
group cannot be defeated in Iraq with-
out action there.

Iraq
Catherine Philp
Middle East Correspondent

Baghdad’s orchestra
offers harmony to city
crying out for peace

From the first notes of the national
anthem, it was clear this performance
was about something more than music.

In a city besieged by barbarian
hoards, who view musical instruments
as blasphemy and concerts as profane,
listening to Iraq’s National Symphony
Orchestra was an act of dignified
defiance.

For more than 850 people, who
packed the National Theatre in Bagh-
dad, the sounds of Elgar, List and Stra-
vinsky were a chance to forget the daily
drumbeat of car bombs and suicide
attacks, which have once again become
the city’s unwelcome soundtrack.

“This is the only way we can breathe,”
said Naji Hassan, an art student, who
was tenyearsoldwhentheUS-led inva-
sion, in 2003, unleashed a decade of
violence on Iraq.

Today, it is Islamic State militants
who have captured huge swathes of the
country’s north and are threatening
Iraq with another civil war.

“These concerts make us think we
are people, not just numbers and statis-
tics and casualties of war,” said Dr Mus-
tafa Saleh, a dentist from Mansour, an
upmarket suburb in the west of the city.

“We are not barbarians,” he added.
“The situation is overwhelming. Events
are smothering us. This is the only
release we have.”

Islamic State militants captured
Mosul in June, executing at least 670
prisoners in one night and forcing hun-
dreds of thousands Shias, Christians
and members of the Yazidi faith to flee.

They beheaded the American jour-
nalist James Foley last month.

Yet on stage, in Baghdad, Sunnis,
Shias, Kurds and Christians played in
poignant harmony — the antithesis
of Islamic State’s vision.

“Music is not limited to enter-
tainment,” said the or-
chestra’s director and
conductor Karim
Wasfi. “It is also very
therapeutic.” When
the national anthem
reached its climax, the
audience cheered and
whistled through their ap-
plause. “Iraq is not only

Isis,” said Abdu Hussein al-Hakim, an
adviser at the country’s agriculture
ministry. “We have symphonies and
culture too.”

He took his wife and daughter. They
sat beside students clad in skinny jeans
and T-shirts who filmed the concert on
their phones. Some men sat in the
aisles, others stood at the back.

Children sat with parents and
parents with politicians. Some women
wore veils, others not. “Music has al-
ways been important to Iraq,” said
Shirouk Alabayachi, a secular MP and
human rights activist. “Even in 2006
and 2007, when the threat was at its
height, the barbarian groups were sur-
rounding this building, we still used to
have concerts. This is part of our life.”

The orchestra has performed around
the world but it has not been spared the
violence that plagues its birthplace.
Two of their performers died in sepa-

rate attacks during the worst excesses
of a sectarian civil war, Mr Wasfi said.

“Even my own colleagues were ques-
tioning the reasons we were still per-
forming,” he said. “But civilisation is not
about having new cars and buildings in
Baghdad. Civilisation is standing for
rights, and fighting back against ex-
tremism. We have an obligation to
carry on performing.” There were
moments when his defiance seemed to
echo of the Titanic, whose band kept
playing as she sank in the Atlantic.

At one point the musicians tuned
their instruments
in the dark, during

one of the recur-
rent power cuts, which

are regarded as a legacy of
the US-led invasion.

“I chose to react to the
impending doom by

sharing music with
others,” Mr Was-

fi said. “There
may be rocky

times ahead,
but the only way to face it is to

do what we do best: keep playing.”

rent

ma
time

but
do what we do best: keep playing.”

YOUSSEF BOUDLAL/REUTERS

Looking for hope An exhausted Yazidi girl takes a well earned rest after reaching Fishkhabour on the border between Iraq
and Syria. The child and her family have been forced to flee their hometown of Sinjar after the arrival of Islamic militants

Jihadists will hit Europe, warns king
Saudi Arabia
Hugh Tomlinson, Iona Craig

The King of Saudi Arabia has warned
that the West will be the next target of
jihadists sweeping through Iraq and
Syria, as it emerged that a Saudi diplo-
mat kidnapped in Yemen had been exe-
cuted by an al-Qaeda-affiliated group.

King Abdullah advised western pow-
ers to strike now to halt Islamic State
(Isis) during an address to western
ambassadors at the weekend.

“If we ignore them, I am certain that
they will reach Europe in a month, and
in another month, America,” the
elderly monarch said.

Mounting Saudi concerns about the
jihadist threat have increased after it
emerged that diplomatic efforts to re-
cover the kidnapped diplomat in Ye-
men, held by al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsular (AQAP) have failed. Sheikh

Mamoum Hatem, an AQAP cleric, an-
nounced on Twitter that Abdullah al-
Khalidi, the Saudi deputy consul, had
been “liquidated”.

If confirmed, the death would mark
the first time a foreign kidnap victim in
Yemen has been murdered by AQAP
and raise fears for the safety of two Brit-
ish nationals being held in Yemen.

A British oil worker was snatched by
gunmen from his car in the capital
Sana’a in February and a British dual-
national has been missing for a year
after being seized from a supermarket
last September. The names of both have
been withheld at the request of their
families.

Saudi Arabia has fiercely denied ac-
cusations that it funded or backed
Islamic State, though the kingdom has
funnelled weapons and cash to rebel
groups in Syria.

With up to 3,000 Saudis now fighting

in Iraq and Syria, many with Isis, offi-
cials in Saudi Arabia are increasingly
concerned about a terrorist backlash
when these battle-hardened jihadists
return home.

“Terrorism knows no border and its
danger could affect several countries
outside the Middle East. I ask you to
transmit this message to your leaders
— fight terrorism with force, reason
and speed,” King Abdullah said.

AQAP reportedly demanded a
$20 million (£12 million) ransom and
the release of female prisoners in Saudi
Arabia in exchange for Mr Khalidi’s
freedom.

The deputy consul was last seen alive
in an al-Qaeda-produced YouTube
video that was posted online last Sep-
tember. Sheikh Hatem claimed that Mr
Khalidi had been killed because Saudi
Arabia had failed to meet their
demands.

Music provides the
people of Iraq with a
chance to forget the
horrors of daily life,
says Jerome Starkey

Rehearsals, above and below, for the
National Symphony Orchestra of Iraq
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The Kenema clinic stretcher is used to transport the dead and the living

MOHAMMED ELSHAMY/ANADOLU AGENCY/GETTY IMAGES

Unpaid ebola clinic
carers go on strike

Staff at one of only two
treatment centres for ebola
in Sierra Leone have gone
on strike, saying they have
not been paid their wages
of £30 a week, and do not
have the resources to tack-
le the deadly virus.
“We lack some tools,”

Ishmael Mehemoh, the
chief supervisor of the
Kenema clinic, in the east
of the country, said.
The clinic’s only stretch-

er — which is used for
transporting both patients
and corpses—was broken,
he added, and 26 members
of staff had died of ebola
since the crisis began.
The only other treat-

ment centre in the country,
an 80-bed clinic run by

Doctors Without Borders,
in Kailahun, also in the
east, has had its laboratory
closed down after a
member of staff was infect-
ed with the virus.
More than 1,550 people

have died from ebola in
west Africa so far.
The World Food Pro-

gram has said it needs to
raise more than £40 mil-
lion to feed 1.3 million
people in the quarantined
areas, and the World
Health Organisation has
drawn up a “road map” to
end the epidemicwithin six
to nine months. However,
the cost is estimated at
£300 million, and the
nations which have the re-
sources to tackle the dis-
ease have so far offered on-
ly a fraction of that, a
spokesman said.

Sierra Leone
Ruth Maclean

French PM faces down critics and
tells party to get behind Hollande
France
Charles Bremner Paris

France’s reformist primeminister faced
jeers and anger from rebellious col-
leagues yesterday as he pleaded for his
divided Socialist party to back Presi-
dent Hollande’s pro-business reforms.
Manuel Valls, whom Mr Hollande

appointed inMarch, was shouted down
as he was forced to defend his left-wing
credentials after the sacking of three
rebels from his cabinet and the arrival
of EmmanuelMacron, a former invest-
ment banker as economy minister.
“I love the Socialists,” Mr Valls said,

as supporters tried to drown out his op-
ponents. This was a corrective to a dec-
laration of his “love of the business
world” made to the employers’ federa-
tion and which infuriated party tradi-
tionalists. He said that he was aware of
the “doubts andmistrust” of theFrench
people towards the government, but
added: “Reforming does not mean
going backwards.”
Mr Valls, who has been mocked by

members of his own camp as a French

version of Tony Blair, called for an end
to “false debates” and said that he had
no intention of dismantling sacred left-
wing laws, such as the 35-hour working
week — as demanded by Mr Macron.
He also dismissed criticism that the
government was imposing German-
mandated austerity in France.
The Spanish-born prime minister

urged the party to stop feuding. “Let us
pay attention to the choice of words, to

our attitudes, our behaviour and the
way we talk to one another.”
While party militants voiced dissent

in closed sessions, the only act of open
rebellion by a senior figure at the con-
ference came during the appearance of
Christiane Taubira, the justiceminister
and the last heavyweight leftwinger in
the cabinet, at ameetingonSaturdayof
the rebelwingof theparty. In a brief ad-
dress, she criticisedher fellowSocialists
for letting theFrench “lose faith in their
future”.
Mr Valls also called for a show of

support for Mr Hollande, whose swing
away from his 2012 left-wing campaign
promises has dismayed many in the
party.
Delegates stood to applaud the presi-

dent, whose approval rating is in the
teens, after Mr Valls said: “The head of
state deserves everyone’s respect. He
deserves our loyalty. It is our duty to be
at his side.”
Backbench MPs and party activists

complained about Mr Valls. Laura Sli-
mani, leader of the Young Socialists,
told theprimeminister: “There is amal-

aisebecause thepolicy ledby thegover-
mentdoesnotcorrespond to the reason
we were elected. Many of us have a
heavy heart.”
Attending anEU summit in Brussels,

MrHollande spokeout for the first time
about the turmoil in his party, insisting
that “I have not changed my line” with
his shift to supply-side reforms, includ-
ingapromised€50billionof taxcuts for
business.
“Everyone who trusts the left must

understand that this policy is carried
out for the success ofFrance,” he said. “I
need a party . . .which is in unison with
my proposals,” he added.
“That does not rule out debate . . . but

it must be carried out within the future
outlook that I have defined.”
Rebels at the party conference were

fired up by an address by Pierre Lau-
rent, leader of the Communist party,
whichwasallied to theSocialists ingov-
ernment in the 1980s and early 90s.
The contract that Mr Hollande

signed with French voters in 2012, “has
this week just been torn up in front of
the French”, he said.

Manuel Valls said he loved socialists
days after claiming he loved business

Islamic militants attack
high security prison
Mogadishu A Somali police
officer says armed suspected
Islamic militants have attacked a
high security prison in the capital.
Captain Mohamed Hussein

said that armed men invaded the
Godka Jilacow prison, which also
serves as a key interrogation
centre for Somalia’s intelligence
agency.
Mohamed Hassan, who lives

near the prison, said he heard
gunfire and explosions as soldiers
and militants fought for the
control of the jail. No group has
claimed the responsibility for the
attack which shattered a period
of calm in Mogadishu, which has
suffered 20 years of chaotic
violence. (AP)

German anti-euro party
heading for parliament
Berlin A party that wants
Germany to ditch the European
single currency is expected to be
elected to a state assembly for the
first time. The polls indicate that
Alternative for Germany won
10per cent of the vote in elections
for the Saxony state parliament.
This would be enough for the
party, founded only last year, to
clear the 5 per cent hurdle
needed to enter parliament.

Militia takes control of
US compound in Libya
Tripoli The Islamist-allied militia
group in control of the Libyan
capital says that it has “secured” a
US Embassy residential
compound there, more than a
month after American staff left to
avoid the fighting. After seeing a
video posted online, Deborah
Jones, the US ambassador to
Libya said that it appeared to
have been safeguarded. (AP)

Iran ready for talks
with Saudi Arabia
Tehran The Iranian foreign
minister said he would meet his
Saudi Arabian counterpart at this
month’s UN General Assembly
and would visit the Gulf state this
year. Mohammad Javad Zarif’s
remarks come amid a diplomatic
thaw between Sunni-majority
Saudi Arabia and Shia-majority
Iran, which are fiercely divided
over the civil war in Syria. (AP)
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Fate of jailed Italians
sours €10m wedding
Italy
Philip Willan Rome

It is meant to be the ultimate in lavish
celebrity weddings, involvingmembers
of India’s super-rich who are estimated
to be worth 20 per cent of the country’s
entire gross domestic product and cost-
ing €10 million.
In a spectacular ceremony attended

by 800 guests, Ritika Agarwal, young-
est daughter of a UK-based metals
magnate, and Rohan Mehta, son of a
fashion mogul, will exchange their
vows at Fasano in the Puglia country-
side, in Italy.
Guests at Wednesday’s ceremony

will be greeted by 70 local girls dressed
in saris andmore than 1,000peoplewill
be employed to ensure that everything
—includingdancingandmusicexpect-
ed to rival a Bollywood epic — goes
without a hitch.
Fasano’s mayor had hoped that it

would be the most important event
ever to happen for the local economy
but it looks set to be overshadowed by a
diplomatic spatbetweenIndiaandItaly
over the fate of two Italian marines in
an Indian prison.
Salvatore Girone and Massimiliano

Latorre have been awaiting trial since
2012onaccusations that they shot dead
two Kerala fishermen they allegedly
mistook forpirateswhileworkingonan
Italian oil tanker.
The men come from Brindisi, less

than 40 miles from Fasano, and their

supporters have seized on the wedding
to highlight what they say is the injus-
tice of their incarceration.
Military veterans have called on the

mayor to boycott the event and urged
any Italians who plan to attend to wear
a yellow ribbon calling for the marines’
return, in an echo of the campaign in
theUnited States for the release of hos-
tages held at the embassy in Tehran.
A Facebook page entitled “No Fasa-

no administrators at the Indian wed-
ding” has attracted hundreds of sup-
porters. “We cannot tolerate the sight
of Fasano genuflecting before the plu-
tocrats of a nation that holds two of our
citizens hostage in defiance of inter-
national law,” the organisers said.
Campaigners say they will display

banners calling for their release
throughout Puglia, though they have
vowed not to disrupt the wedding.
However the mayor, Pasquale Di

Bari, is standing firm despite the grow-
ing pressure, hoping that the town of
40,000 people will enjoy an economic
benefit from the occasion.
“These are Indian industrialists,

many of whom don’t even live in India,
who have decided to come here, bring-
ing Indian culture and a lot of euros,”
Mr Di Bari said. “If 80 out of the 800
guests decide to pay a repeat visit, it will
be a great result for Fasano.”
Fasano is earning itself a reputation

as aweddingdestinationof the rich and
famous— Justin Timberlake and Jessi-
ca Biel were recently married there.

DANIEL OCHOA DE OLZA

Berlusconi
paid us, says
mafia boss
Philip Willan

The mafia’s boss of bosses has claimed
in conversations with a fellow prison
inmate that Silvio Berlusconi used to
pay theorganisation£100,000every six
months to protect his business
interests.
Salvatore “Toto” Riina was secretly

filmed by police in the exercise yard of
the Opera prison in Milan as he spoke
toAlberto Lorusso, a Puglia crimeboss,
over a five-month period last year.
The transcripts have been submitted

in evidence to a trial in Palermo at
which prosecutors have been examin-
ing alleged links between representa-
tives of the state and Cosa Nostra.
In one conversation, Riina said that

themafia in theCatania area had burnt
down supermarkets belonging to Mr
Berlusconi to persuade him to pay for
protection. “He used to pay us 250mil-
lion lire every sixmonths,”Riina added.
He said that he had never met Mr

Berlusconi, who became primeminister
for the first time in 1994. “He wasn’t so
famous in those days, otherwise I would
have sought him out.”
Mr Berlusconi has always denied

paying protection money to the mafia.
He was not available for comment yes-
terday. One of his advisers, Marcello
Dell’Utri, is serving a seven-year jail
sentence for collusion with the mafia
after being accused of acting as amedi-
ator between him and crime bosses.

Death blow A toreador uses his knife to finish off a bull in Madrid at the weekend
as Spanish communities celebrated their patron saints with bullfights and parties
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FROM OUR
CORRESPONDENT

The introduction of casinos to Japan
threatens a gaming arcade pastime that
holds millions of people in its thrall

T
here is a rattling of ball
bearings and a continuous
chorus of electronic beeps
and chimes; a strip-lit
interior and the hypnotic

flicker of flashing lights and
glowing screens. Seated in front of
them are several rows of human
figures, most of them male, many of

them wearing the dark suit of the
Japanese salaryman. Their eyes are
glazed and, apart from the tapping
of cigarettes, the figures are
motionless; oblivious to the world
around them, like men in a trance.
This is pachinko, the uniquely

Japanese arcade game which has
become, in its way, as important a
part of national culture as kabuki
drama or sumo wrestling. Every
year, ten million people spend
¥19 trillion yen (£110 billion) in
15,000 arcades like this one. It is the
only readily accessible form of
gambling in a country where
casinos are banned.
To those who have never seen it,

pachinko is best imagined as a kind
of vertical electronic bagatelle. The
player purchases a quantity of ball

bearings which are pinged into the
machine and rattle down through
an intricate course of metal pins. If
enough of the balls fall randomly
into the right slot, the machine
vomits forth more silvery balls.
At the end of a session, these can

be swapped for prizes, ranging from
soft drinks to wristwatches.

However, they are also exchanged
for “medals” which are presented at
a discreet window around the
corner in return for cash.
The pretence is that the

proprietors of this window have
nothing to do with the operators of
the pachinko machines; a fiction
that is accepted by the police and
which allows the industry to
operate despite the prohibition on
most forms of gambling. However,
this has never quelled anxiety in
some quarters about pachinko and
its effects on society.
Every year there are tragic

reports of parents, zombified by the
game, whose children have died in
accidents while they killed time in a
pachinko parlour. Last month, a
survey suggested that a remarkable
4.8 per cent of adults — five or six
times the proportion in most
countries — had symptoms of
addiction to gambling, almost all of
them pachinko players.
The days of the neon-lit pachinko

halls may, however, be numbered,
as young people turn away from the
smoky, murky, middle-aged
atmosphere of the traditional
arcade, and profits begin to slide as
a result.
Campaigners fear, however, that

in place of the pachinko halls could
come something even more

pernicious, with Japanese
politicians moving to legalise
casinos, or “integrated resorts”, as
the industry euphemism has it.
The change is part of an effort to

encourage more tourists to Japan in
the build-up to the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics. The gambling lords of
Las Vegas and Macau are casting
hungry looks at the country as the
Diet considers legislation which
could be passed by the end of the
year.
“Hallelujah! Japan’s casino

business will be drenched in cash,”
concluded a report by the
investment bank CLSA, which
estimated that a dozen resorts
could generate £24 billion a year.
Japan’s health and welfare

ministry, which commissioned the
alarming survey on addiction,
opposes the plan in its present form.
It accepts the economic argument,
but suggests an alternative: that
casinos be built, but that Japanese
people be barred from them, with
the pleasures of blackjack, baccarat
and roulette being the preserve of
visiting foreigners.
The locals would enjoy the tax

revenue and the tourist income
from the gaudy “resorts” — but
when the urge to take a flutter
becomes overwhelming, they must
head to the pachinko arcades.

Pachinko, in its way, is as important
to national culture as kabuki or sumo

Richard Lloyd Parry
TO KYO

Tokyo to put India on fast track

Narendra Modi is set to
celebrate his 100th day in
power visiting Japan this
week, as India’s new
Prime Minister seeks Jap-
anese money and expert-
ise to revitalize the eco-
nomy and create millions
of jobs.
He flew in on Saturday

at the start of a five-day
trip aimed at attracting
Japanese investment and
expertise to revitalise the
Indian economy and
create millions of jobs —
but also to boost security
ties in the face of an
increasingly aggresive
China.
Mr Modi will ask his

counterpart, Shinzo Abe,
for help in harnessing
civil nuclear technology,
and the construction of
bullet trains and 100 new
“smart cities” in India.
In return, he is offering

to supply rare earth
metals needed by Japan
in the production of
everything from
smartphones and tablets
to hybrid cars.
Japanese

officials have
talked of the
need for
greater
collabora
tion to
build a
“peaceful
and
stable
maritime
order”, with
both
nations

keen to press back against
Beijing’s ever more
muscular approach in the
South China and East
China seas, and the
Indian Ocean.
Mr Modi toured Japan’s

ancient capital of Kyoto
with Mr Abe yesterday,
and visited Kinkaku-ji
temple, an historic
Buddhist site that is a
symbol of the two
countries’ shared heritage
. He will seek Japanese
help to transform India’s
oldest city, Varanasi, from
a polluted mess into a
modern cultural and
education hub. “I had a
detailed meeting with the
prime minister about
this,” Mr Modi said after
the tour of Kyoto.
Western governments

— including Britain —
shunned Mr Modi in
earlier years over his
reputation as a Hindu
chauvinist, but Japan has
long fostered close
relations. Investments
from companies such as
Honda, Hitachi and
Suzuki have helped to
make Gujarat, where Mr
Modi spent 12 years as

chief
minister,
one of
India’s
fastest-
growing

states.
He still
enjoys a
70 per
cent
approva

l rating in
India, but
there are
hints of
impatience
over the
apparently
slow pace of
change.

Despite promises of bold
market reforms, India’s
latest budget was a muted
affair, and inflation
remains stubbornly high
at nearly 8 per cent. A
decision to scrap talks
with Pakistan over

Kashmir has scotched
hopes of a thaw in
relations. Many believe
that Mr Modi simply
needs time for change to
percolate down in a vast,
diverse country of 1.3
billion people.

Japan
Robin Pagnamenta
Mumbai

Narendra
Modi with
Shinzo Abe
in Kyoto
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RAC steps on the gas
for autumn flotation
Deirdre Hipwell

RAC is set to be one of the first share
market debutants to test the appetite
of disgruntled investors this autumn
after a radical beefing-up of its board,
including the appointment of the City
grandee Sir Mike Rake as chairman.
Sir Mike, the deputy chairman of

Barclays and president of the CBI, will
be confirmed today as chairman of the
roadside rescue and insurance group,
alongside three other non-executive
director appointments.
The appointment of an independent

board is seen as one of the final reforms
in a process to spruce up RAC before a
possible £2billion flotation, one of the
first this autumn after a patchy first half
for UK public offerings.
Amid a flood of companies listing in

London before the summer break,
therewere several disappointments, in-
cludingPets atHome, boohoo.comand
Just Eat, leaving institutional investors
sore and sceptical.
The RAC job will be another high-

profile boardroomposition for SirMike,
who is also chairman of BT and a
director of McGraw-Hill, the owner of

theStandard&Poor’s ratingsagency.Sir
Mike will replace Rob Templeman, who
has been chairman since 2001 but is
closely associated with a flotation flop
—Debenhams— that still rankles with
some investors. Debenhams shares
stand at 66p, a third of the 195p atwhich
they were sold in May 2006.
RAC, which is owned by Carlyle, the

American private equity group, has
lined up Barclays, Goldman Sachs, Citi
and JP Morgan to advise on the poss-
ible flotation, after a strategic review
carried out by Lazard. Although all
options are being considered, including
a sale, it is understood that a flotation is
the most likely outcome.
RAC has strengthened its board

further by appointing David Lowden,
PeterPlumbandCillaSnowball asnon-
executives. Mr Lowden, who used to
head Taylor Nelson Sofres, the market
information group, is a non-executive
at Michael Page International and
William Hill. Ms Snowball is chief
executive of AMVBBDO, the advertis-
ing agency, andMrPlumb is chief exec-
utive of Moneysupermarket, the price
comparison website.
TheAA, RAC’s larger rival, floated in

June in an accelerated IPO process
that raised £1.4 billion. Its shares fell
immediately and have been volatile, al-
though they have performed better in
the past two weeks.
Banking sources believe that there

will be appetite among fund managers
for RAC, which has strong “brand
recognition” and generates solid cash-
flow and profits. The RAC final
report andaccounts for last year showed
that revenues had jumped from
£457million to £485million. The group’s
earnings before interest, tax, deprecia-
tion and amortisation were £152million
and it generated £159million of cash.
At the time it published its results,

Chris Woodhouse, the chief executive,
said thatRAChaddelivered“a tidy setof
numbers”. He said that the group had
achieved 12 per cent revenue growth
since it was bought by Carlyle for £1 bil-
lion from Aviva in 2011, with net debt
down to £894million from£970million.
It was founded as the Royal Auto-

mobile Club in 1897 and has more than
eight million members — one in three
motorists in Britain. It generates about
£53 of revenue per customer, compared
with £87 per customer at the AA.

RAC, which was founded in 1897, should attract fund managers because of its “brand recognition” and solid profits

Triumph of the
marketing men

T
he City often has been a
bit sniffy about marketing
people who make the leap
to chief executive. So Dave
Lewis, who is embarking

on his first day running Tesco, has
one more prejudice to overcome as
he seeks to turn around the grocer.
Over the past 20 years, a financial

background has become the most
common route to the top of plcs.
The path from chartered accountant
or management consultant to plc
finance director and then chief
executive is well trodden, well
understood and well regarded.
Titivating Dove soap and flogging

Ariel detergent to Argentinians —
two of Mr Lewis’s career highlights
— is a less orthodox journey to the
top. Given the choice between
product puffers and beancounters,
fund managers instinctively favour
the latter. Bosses with a background
in finance are reassuring: they know
the quaint ways of the share market;
they’re naturally disciplined on
costs; they speak the lingo.
They’re also boardroom savvy.

The CFO automatically gets a place
on most plc boards; the marketing
chief — rarely. Mr Lewis never
reached the boardroom of Unilever,
his employer of 27 years, and has any
listed board experience only because
of two years as a non-exec at BSkyB.
Marketers have been regarded

with suspicion. Far from being
natural cost disciplinarians, they can
have a disconcerting habit of
wanting to spend money — on
product launches and advertising
and sponsorship.
Yet times, perhaps, are changing.

The emphasis is shifting from cost
control and financial engineering to
top-line sales growth and building
lasting customer relationships. For
that, a marketing background
becomes more attractive.
Three twentysomethings arrived

on Procter & Gamble’s trainee
programme in Egham 20 years ago.
One was given the task of boosting
sales of Pantene shampoo, the
second was put on the Oil of Ulay
account and the third was given
Pampers. Gavin Patterson, Lance
Batchelor and Paul Geddes now run,
respectively, BT, Saga and Direct
Line.
Being given responsibility for a

single product, however narrow or
ephemeral, is more instructive in
developing a future chief executive
than the facility to juggle numbers
and empathise with analysts. Mr
Lewis carries the hopes, not only of
Tesco shareholders (of whom I am
one) but also of all ambitious
youngsters clawing their way up the
slippery pole in sales & marketing.

No quick answers

The choreography from Tesco
on Friday was interesting. Not
only is Mr Lewis coming in a

month earlier than planned, but he
already has sanctioned the slashing

of the dividend. It was a compelling
way of signalling a sense of urgency
to colleagues and suppliers, while
giving him considerable financial
flexibility. But some shareholders
are unhappy. The chunky yield was
one of Tesco’s attractions and to
decimate it before explaining what
is to be done with the cash it
releases seems premature.
It may prove to be only the

beginning of a somewhat choppy
relationship with some in the City,
especially those expecting quick
results. Turning around a giant with
500,000 employees in 12 countries
obviously is going to take years.
Inevitably complacency, arrogance
and bureaucracy have crept in and
will take time to stamp out.
Don’t forget Mr Lewis is a protégé

of Paul Polman, the Unilever chief,
who has been a vocal critic of City
short-termism, a scourge of hedge
funds, a pooh-pooher of forward
guidance and quarterly reporting.
Shareholders will need to be

patient. Whether they will be is
another matter. The rival
Sainsbury’s enjoyed two golden eras
— one under Lord Sainsbury of
Preston Candover, the other under
Justin King. Between them came 12
wilderness years — and no fewer
than three chief executives, each of
them sacked.

Card sharp

I t shouldn’t be all gloom at
Cheshunt. Mr Lewis has two
valuable advantages over his

rivals and he should exploit them
relentlessly. One is scale, at least in
the UK. If he does choose to
intensify the groceries price war,
Tesco has the resources for a long
siege. It also has more buying clout
than anyone else to force suppliers
to share the margin pain.
The other is Clubcard. Talk to

Tesco shoppers and the loyalty card
constantly comes up. It has proved a
fabulous tool for fostering loyalty
and recapturing defectors. But there
is further it could go in tailoring
offers and building a warmer, more
lasting relationship with customers.
One mum who has been an

online customer for ten years says
she gets fed up because of the poor
stock availability and often defects
to Ocado, only to miss the Clubcard
points (and the Finest sausages) and
comes back to the fold. Yet, tellingly,
after a decade (that’s roughly
£100,000 of spending) she feels she
has no real relationship with Tesco.
Every shopper has a different

story. Tesco, through the Clubcard
database, knows every page of that
story. Harnessing that information
more effectively and applying some
warmth to the relationship may just
take a marketing man. Tesco is too
big and ugly to become a national
treasure, but it doesn’t have to be
quite so unloved.

patrick.hosking@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Patrick Hosking
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Need to know Your 5-minute digest

The week ahead

today

Berkeley Group, the
housebuilder, holds its annual
meeting and will release a
short trading statement. A
further strong performance is
expected, in line with the rest
of the sector. There will be
great interest, however, in any
signs of a slowdown in the
London housing market after
the caution from Foxtons, the
estate agent, last week over
house prices there. Berkeley is
heavily exposed to this market,
with a number of high-profile
developments in the capital.
Meetings Ludgate
Environmental Fund Ltd;
Berkeley Group Holdings
Trading statement Berkeley
Group Holdings
Economics UK: Mortgage
approvals (Jul); UK: M4 money
supply (Jul); UK: Net
consumer credit (Jul); UK:
PMI manufacturing (Aug);
US Labor Day. Financial
markets closed

tomorrow

Smart Metering Systems will
announce its interim results
today. SMS connects, owns,
operates and maintains
existing generation and new
advanced metering assets and
databases.
In particular, the market will

be looking for an update on
SMS’s £14million acquisition
earlier in the year of Utility
Partnership Limited, which has
added a full electricity
proposition to clients, with
access to more than half of the
UK industrial and commercial
electricity meters. UPL
provides SMS with access to
new overseas markets (the
Caribbean and Italy) and
additional corporate
customers, including Cable &
Wireless and Intesa Sanpaolo.
The company secured a big

contract in July with British
Gas. SMS’s gas supplier clients
provide the company with
access to more than 80 per
cent of the UK’s industrial and
commercial gas meters and to
more than 40 per cent of the
UK’s residential gas meters.
Interims Globaltrans
Investment Plc; Hydro
International; Smart Metering
Systems; Total Produce;
Johnson Service Group
Finals Redrow; Kofax; Mattioli
Woods; Alumasc Group;
Imimobile; CPL Resources
Meetings The Lindsell Train
Investment Trust; M&G High
Income Investment Trust;
Marimedia Ltd; Aberdeen New
Dawn Investment Trust;
Energy Assets Group;
ReNeuron Group
Economics UK: PMI
Construction (Aug)

wednesday

Ashtead Group reports its
first-quarter figures. The plant
hire company gets about
85 per cent of its business from
the United States and has been
an outstanding performer as
that country’s construction

industry has recovered from
the downturn. Analysts expect
that outperformance to
continue. Jefferies expects
Sunbelt, the US operation, to
lift revenues by another 18 per
cent in the quarter. Despite
foreign-exchange headwinds,
this should leave first-quarter
group pre-tax profits up 11 per
cent at £109.9 million.
Interims Safestore Holdings;
SQS Software Quality
Systems; Ashtead; Petards
Group; Marimedia; Belgravium
Technologies; Goals Soccer
Centres; Biome Technologies
Finals Hargreaves Lansdown;
A&J Mucklow Group
Meetings Ashtead Group
Trading statement Safestore
Economics UK: PMI services
(Aug)

thursday

British and European interest
rate announcements are due
today. After its last meeting,
when the Bank of England’s
Monetary Policy Committee
kept the bank rate at 0.5 per
cent, unchanged since March
2009, and its quantitative
easing asset purchase
programme at £375billion, the
minutes showed a surprise 7-2
vote. It is thought that cooling
inflation and mortgage
approvals and subdued wage
growth mean it is too early for
a rate rise.
Last month the European

Central Bank’s Governing
Council kept the interest rate
on its main refinancing
operations at 0.15 per cent and
the interest rate on the
marginal lending facility at
0.4 per cent. Recent comments
by Mario Draghi’s, the ECB
president, led to speculation
that the bank might launch a
quantitative easing programme
of its own.
Interims Co-operative Group;
Betfair Group; Burford Capital;
River And Mercantile Group
Finals The Go-Ahead Group;
Redde; Frontier Developments
Meetings Dart Group; Polar
Capital Technology Trust;
Scholium Group Plc; Reabold
Resources; Trakm8 Holdings;
Carclo; Betfair; Falkland
Islands Holdings; Carpetright;
Consort Medical
Trading statement Betfair;
SuperGroup; easyJet; Aer
Lingus Group
Economics UK: BoE rate
announcement; EMU: ECB
rate announcement

friday

US Labour market figures are
due. A wide variety of labour
market indicators have
improved in 2014. In the first
half of the year, monthly gains
in non-farm payrolls averaged
230,000. For August, analysts
estimate an increase of 215,000.
Job growth is continuing, but
this has yet to result in a rapid
acceleration in wage gains.
Interims EMIS Group
Meetings Alpha Real Trust;
Circle Oil; Latchways; Better
Capital Ltd
Economics UK: BoE/GfK
inflation expectations (Aug);
US: Non-farm payrolls (Aug);
US: Unemployment rate (Aug)

Oil crisis y’all? What oil crisis?
Gary Parkinson Trade Secrets

I
f there’s one thing the
Yanks love more than an
all-you-can-eat buffet or
a semi-automatic assault
rifle, it’s their cars. Not

the sort of candy-assed toys
that we Brits buzz about in,
either. No siree. Big lumbering
SUVs or RVs with automatic
transmission and room in the
back for five fat kids, a fridge
and cable TV.
Heck, they love their

gas-guzzlers so much they
won’t take a vacation without
them. When Brits trample
women and children
underfoot in the stampede for
a seat on a no-frills flight to
first-degree sunburn,
booze-induced amnesia,
casual sex and rivers of vomit,
they call it a holiday.
When Americans shoehorn

the little chubsters into the
back of their vee-hickle each
year and head en masse for
the open highway, it’s called
the “driving season”. And the
driving season, starting on
Memorial Day on the last
Monday in May, ends today,
on Labor Day.
During that quality family

time, a nation that drives
50billion miles a month and
burns through knocking on
19million barrels of oil per
day across the year as a whole
(nearly twice the rate of the
next thirstiest, the Chinese)
drives further still and chugs
back even more of the black
stuff. So much so that
traditionally the driving
season drove oil prices
markedly higher.
Not any more. These days,

oil prices are more chilled
than a Californian surf dude.
They’re pretty high, but
volatility is deader than the
buffaloes that used to roam
the Great Plains. Roughly
speaking, in the past couple
of years, Brent crude has
traded in a tight 20-buck

range, from a touch less than
than $120 a barrel to a
whisker below $100.
Implied volatility — how

choppy the oil market expects
Brent to get over the next
12months — has tanked by
nearly two thirds since the
start of 2012 and now is lower
than ever before.
If efficient markets discover

price based on supply and
demand, this paralysis looks a
teency bit incongruous at first
glance, when set against what
City-folk like to call the iffy
“geopolitical backdrop” these
past few years.
On the supply side, the

Middle East caught fire in the
Arab Spring. Libya, the world’s
fifteenth biggest oil exporter,
is still frisky. Islamic State
screamed into Iraq, the fifth

biggest. We’ve had sanctions
against Iran, the sixth biggest,
over its nuclear programme
and sanctions against Russia
over Ukraine that
specifically target the oil
industry of the second biggest
net exporter after Saudi
Arabia. All the while, crude’s
imperturbable.
Talk to oil experts and

they’ll give you a fair few
reasons why. Malcolm
Graham-Wood, the founder of
HydroCarbon Capital, counts
them off. If 90million barrels
of oil are consumed globally
each day, Opec produces a
third of them and Saudi
Arabia produces a third of
Opec’s oil.
Back in June, Saudi

thought it was going to have
to make up for a total loss of

exports from Iraq, about
2.5million barrels, as jihadists
looked likely to overrun the
oilfields. That hasn’t
happened. Production in
Libya of 660,000 barrels a
day is coming back on stream
and, no matter what the West
says, it’s actually tricky to
stop Russia’s exports.
The shale revolution may

be building, but America’s still
pumping 7.5million barrels a
day and rising. Redneck rules
still apply. The export of oil is
prohibited to enshrine the
right to cheap gas alongside
the right to bear arms in the
Land of the Freeway and
Home of the Motorhome.
Suggest otherwise and you’re
a watermelon: green on the
outside, red on the inside (say
it with a Southern drawl).
In short, there is no

shortage of oil. Meanwhile,
stock markets might be
flying, but the world’s
economies still don’t look
clever enough to cause oil
traders to worry about any
potential spike in demand.
This month, the International
Energy Agency, which advises
industrialised countries on oil
polices, actually cut its
forecast for the world’s oil
needs this year by 180,000
barrels a day.
All those hedge funds and

private punters who waded in
back in early July to bet on a
spike in the oil price are
jumping back out again. The
net long position in West
Texas Intermediate, the
benchmark for US oil, fell by
14per cent the week before
last. In Brent, it’s a similar
story.
And when those

nine-miles-to-the-gallon
motorised monsters are
garaged for another year
across America today, oil
prices will be right there idling
beside them.

Company Change

RSA InsuranceMerrill Lynch says “buy” 4.7%

Fresnillo Dearer precious metal 4.4%

IAGWorries about another ash cloud ease 4.0%

Randgold Resources Sought as a haven 3.6%

Tullow Oil Better news from Kenya 3.6%

United Utilities Broker caution -2.3%

Antofagasta Cheaper copper -3.0%

Rio Tinto Nerves about China’s economy -5.4%

J Sainsbury Deep disappointment from a peer -5.5%

Tesco Another profit warning -7.7%

The week’s biggest movers

World markets
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What the papers said

THE SUNDAY TIMES SUNDAY TELEGRAPH MAIL ON SUNDAY

6Tesco: One of the grocer’s
largest shareholders, Harris
Associates, has sold nearly
two thirds of its 3 per cent
stake. David Herro, chief
executive of the American
investment fund, said the
risk factors were “just too
high” to justify such a big
position.
6 Liberty Global: the media
group that owns Virgin Media
is canvassing support from
other shareholders in ITV,
raising speculation about a
full takeover bid for the
broadcaster. Liberty bought
its 6.4 per cent stake in ITV
from BSkyB in July.
6Aldermore, the fledgeling
retail bank, has added Lazard
to its roster of advisers ahead
of an imminent flotation
expected to value it at
£800-£900 million.

6GlaxoSmithKline: Several
of the pharmaceuticals’
group’s leading shareholders
are considering whether to
call on it to speed up the
departure of Sir Christopher
Gent, the chairman, as the
price for its poor-performing
shares and a growing
corruption scandal in China.
Sir Chris, a former chief
executive at Vodafone,
has led Glaxo’s board for
nine years and said in May
that he would be
standing down once a
replacement was found.
6ECB: Europe’s central
bank would use its
monthly monetary policy
meeting this week to
kickstart a big
stimulus
programme to
head off a

deflationary spiral in the
eurozone. Economists reckon
that Mario Draghi, below, the
ECB’s president, will on
Thursday confirm plans to
buy up to €200 billion of bank
loans as a potential
preliminary step towards full
quantitative easing later this
year or in 2015.
6Tax: People and companies
that are caught with
undisclosed offshore income

could face criminal
charges even if they
did not plan to avoid
paying tax. HM
Revenue & Customs
has launched a
consultation and detailed

proposals are thought
likely to be
contained in the
autumn
statement.

6HMV is close to reclaiming
its position as Britain’s biggest
retailer of CDs and DVDs
from Amazon just over a year
after it was bought out of
administration. The growth in
sales at the company mean
that it is only 1 percentage
point away from drawing level
and possibly overtaking
Amazon’s share of the market
for “physical music”,
according to internal
estimates.
6 Insurance: the industry
believes it could face a deluge
of industrial deafness claims
after a clampdown on cases
involving alleged whiplash.
Aviva, the UK’s largest
general insurer, said it
received 2,700 deafness
claims in the second quarter
compared with 750 in the first
quarter of 2010.
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The only place where housing is ‘easily affordable’

Kensington
and Chelsea

Hammersmith
and Fulham

Richmond
upon Thames

Westminster

Camden

Wandsworth

Howmuch?

Most affordable local authority areas, 2013 Least affordable local authority areas, 2013

Copeland

Barrow-in-Furness

Burnley

Hyndburn

Stoke-on-Trent

Derby

3.28

3.04

3.50

3.57

3.68

2.87 times annual earnings

16.30

20.36

15.28

15.01

14.44

32.39

Source: Department for Communities
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Kensington, a magnet for the super-richWhitehaven is Copeland’s jewel

Manchester
tops the
growth table

Manchester is the fastest-growing
city outside London and is among
the top five most “dynamic” places
in Britain, according to a report.
Based on an analysis of

economic growth and demographics
in the eight years to 2012, Manchester
is followed by Birmingham, Milton
Keynes, Bristol and Brighton in a list
of the five highest-growth cities
outside the capital published today by
Grant Thornton.
The consultant rates Cambridge at

the top of its rankings measured by
dynamism, followed by Reading,
Manchester, Bristol and Oxford in its
list of cities other than London that
are flourishing. Its criteria for
assessing dynamism include the
prevalence of high-value, knowledge-
intensive businesses and a supportive
environment for enterprise, as well as
whether a community is diverse and
has a young and economically active
workforce.
Cambridge is one of Britain’s

technology “hubs” and is home to a
string of successful businesses, such
as ARM Holdings and CSR.
Grant Thornton also identifies

“growth corridors” that it says are
playing a significant role in
economic expansion. They include
the channel between Liverpool,
Manchester and Leeds and London’s
links with several cities, including
Cambridge, Bristol and Brighton.

Miles Costello

A tiny district in Cumbria with a
population of little more than 70,000
has been named as the only place in
Britain where house prices remain
“easily affordable”.
Copeland, a 282.5-square-mile part

of the Lake District that includes the
town of Whitehaven, is the sole region
where the cost of a home is less than
three times the average local annual
salary, according to the TUC.
It contrasts with homes in Kensing-

ton and Chelsea, in plush central
London, where house prices can be
more than 32 times the average earn-
ings of their residents.
In a report to be published today that

attempts to shift the focus of the house
price debate away from London, the
TUC argues that huge swaths of the
nation are no longer affordable for the
local population. Frances O’Grady, its
general secretary, blamed the “toxic
combination” of soaring house prices
and falling real wages for creating an
affordability gap for millions of people
across the country.
As she called for an ambitious pro-

gramme of homebuilding to bring
house prices back under control, Ms
O’Grady said that rising prices in the
rented sectorwere becoming a growing
burden for people who either cannot
gain a foothold in the private property
market or do not want to.
“Houses and flats in traditionally

affordable areas of the country— from
Kirklees toGreatYarmouth, andPlym-
outh toOldham—arenowoutof reach
for many local people,” she said.
MsO’Gradywas speaking before the

TUC annual conference this week,
where the spotlight will be firmly on
housing.
Mark Carney, the governor of

the Bank of England, is scheduled to
address the conference, in a move that
could increase tensions around the
issue. After months of playing down
fears of a property bubble, Mr Carney
acknowledged this year that rising
prices represented a big risk to the

economic recovery. The Bank’s Finan-
cial Policy Committee has limited
the amount that homeowners can
borrow relative to their income and
has tightened affordability tests for
mortgages. Banks have been instructed
to put a cap on the proportion of
mortgages they offer that are in excess
of four and a half times the salaries of
the applicants.
Properties in Copeland are priced at

an average of 2.87 times local wages,
according to TUC analysis, making it
the most affordable local authority in

Britain, followed by Barrow-in-Fur-
ness, also in the Lake District, and
Burnley and Hyndburn, in Lancashire.
Prices inKensingtonandChelsea, at an
averageof 32.39 times earnings,make it
by far the most expensive local author-
ity, followedbyWestminster,Hammer-
smith & Fulham and Camden. Its top
six local authorities are in London.
A cursory search of Rightmove, the

property website, yesterday unearthed
a modern three-bedroomed semi-de-
tached house in Whitehaven that is on
themarket for £50,000 and a Georgian

grade II listed townhouse with four
bedrooms with a guide price of
£189,000. The same search under Ken-
sington andChelsea revealed a parking
space with a price tag of £160,000, a
475 sq ft one-bedroomed flat just on the
market at £645,000 and a five-bed-
room apartment for £30million.
The TUC said that its research

showed there was no longer any part of
southern England where average
house prices were less than five times
average local salaries. Outside London,
the least affordable area is Elmbridge,

in Surrey, where homes sell for 14.3
times average earnings.
Its analysis also showed how rapidly

the situation had changed. Only 17
years ago, there were 72 local author-
ities across Britain where house prices
could be deemed easily affordable,
against one now. Among those areas to
move out of that affordability bracket
were Oldham, Rotherham, Great Yar-
mouth and Bury, the TUC found.
“But housing affordability isn’t just

about house prices,” Ms O’Grady said.
“Decent wages are just as important.”

Miles Costello

Heathrow celebrates CBI report ‘support’

Heathrowhas declared a breakthrough
in its frantic lobbying to secure new
runways at the west London airport by
claiming the support of Britain’s biggest
business organisation.
However, the CBI, the author of a

report into airport expansion that is
being published today, rejected Heath-
row’s claims last night, saying that it
was, and intended to remain, agnostic
over where any more runways should
be built.
The CBI has stirred up the debate

into airport expansionby circulating its
latest policy position on the issue. For
some time theCBI has stated that it be-
lieves London needs more runway
capacity. Its latest report, however,
states that that expansion should be
targeted specifically at a single hub
airport and that the hub should be
future-proofed by the construction of
enough take-off and landing space to
satisfy demand into the second half of
the century.
In its latest submission to the Davies

commission into southeast aviation,

which is not expected to report its con-
clusionsuntil after the general election,
the CBI states: “TheUKmust prioritise
a single hub airport with spare capacity
to support trade.”
In theory that covers three options:

the expansion of Heathrow, the exist-
ing UK hub acting as a transfer centre
for both long-haul and shot-haul inter-
national flights; the building of a new
airport, such as the £50billion Boris
Island plan in the Thames estuary
promulgated by the mayor of London

but which is expected to be rejected by
the Davies commission this week; or
greatly expanding Gatwick and chang-
ing its international point-to-point,
non-transfer business model.
Heathrow has taken the CBI’s new

stance to be supportive of its plans,
calling the latest intervention a “really
significant moment” in the debate.
John Holland-Kaye, the Heathrow
chief executive, in China this week lob-
bying for more routes to Chinese cities
from the airport, said: “This recom-
mendationbytheCBIessentially shows
that British business is backing Heath-
row, as the UK’s only hub airport, to
connect the country to global growth.”
Last night, the CBI rejected Mr

Holland-Kaye’s claim. A spokesman
said: “We are calling for action that
prioritises emergingmarket routes, and
the evidence we have produced sug-
gests that thebestwayof achievingnew
routes to these markets is by having a
single hub airport with spare capacity.
“At this time we don’t have plans

to promote a specific preferred
location prior to the Davies commis-
sion reporting.”

Spanish property portfolio
moves towards flotation

A €2.2billion Spanish property deal
brokered byHughOsmond’s SunCapi-
tal Partners at the top of themarket has
been restructured in advance of a poss-
ible flotation.
Banks including BNP Paribas, La

Caixa and Santander and international
hedge funds have agreed to swap
€400million of junior debt for amajor-
ity equity stake in a portfolio of about
1,150 Santander bank branches across
Spain, according to EuroProperty.
Sources said that after the consen-

sual debt-for-equity swap, SunCapital’s
interest in the portfolio would be dilut-
ed, but that the restructuring was
needed to stabilise the portfolio’s capi-
tal structure in advance of plans to float
it as a Spanish real estate investment
trust, a tax-efficient vehicle for owning
property.
Mr Osmond, a founding investor in

PizzaExpress, led the deal to buy the
bank branch portfolio in a sale-and-

leaseback transaction in 2007, just
before Spain’s property market started
to teeter. SunCapital headed a consort-
ium that also included Pearl Group, the
insurer that has relaunched as Phoenix
Group, TDR Capital Nominees and
Drago Capital, a Spanish group.
At the time itwas the largestproperty

transaction in Spain. The Santander
portfoliogeneratesmore than€101mil-
lion a year in rent with index-linked
rental increases and was bought with
€2billion of debt.
This included €1.6billion of senior

debt and €400million of junior debt.
The Sun Capital-led consortium in-
vested about €200 million of equity in
total.
Since 2007, the Spanish property

market has experienced torrid condi-
tions, with values plunging. The port-
folio is understood to be valued today at
between €1.5 billion and €1.7 billion.
The restructuring of the debt is expect-
ed to be confirmed as early as next
week. All parties declined to comment.

Deirdre Hipwell

Robert Lea

6 The CBI’s neutrality over its
preferred outcome was questioned
by some after its round-robin email
to interested parties on Friday
contained a Heathrow header at
the bottom. This suggested that
the CBI had been discussing the
announcement with Heathrow
before the others, a critic said. The
CBI blamed an administrative error
and said that all parties received the
same missive within one hour and
five minutes of one another.

Frances O’Grady:
blames “toxic
combination” of
soaring house
prices and falling
real wages



32 FGM Monday September 1 2014 | the times

Business

Rush to report
suspect trading

Suspicious transactions re-
ported to the City watch-
dog have quadrupled since
the financial crisis as banks
and brokers try to prove
that they are tackling
wrongdoing.
The number of trades

passed to the authorities
for further inspection rose
to 1,409 in the 12months to
the end of March, com-
pared with 338 over the
same period in 2008-09,
according toofficial figures
obtained by Pinsent Ma-
sons, the law firm.
Five years ago, fewer

than 30 suspicious trans-
actionswere reported each
month to the Financial
Services Authority, but by
this year the Financial
Conduct Authority, the
FSA’s successor, was re-
ceiving on average of 117.
Michael Ruck, a senior

financial services enforce-
ment lawyer at Pinsent
Masons, said it was likely
that the increase was the
result of a “fear factor” as

firms attempt to prove to
authorities they are doing
everything they can to un-
cover potential scandals.
He said: “It may be sug-

gested that, as the markets
have recovered over the
past few years, that there
has been an increase in
misconduct leading to the
rise in reporting; however,
firms and individuals are
now far more cautious and
making a suspicious trans-
action report affords them
some peace of mind that
the regulator won’t be
knocking on their door
early one morning follow-
ing a tip-off from another
source.”
Of the transactions re-

ported, by the far the
largest number relates to
possible insider trading by
customers. About 90 per
cent of the suspicious
trades passed on to the
FCA in the past year were
for the potential misuse of
information, while just
under 9 per cent were for
thedistortionormanipula-
tion of a market.

Car companies are still a strong point in British manufacturing, despite the weaknesses that are emerging elsewhere

Global pressures
shatter confidence
at manufacturers
Falling production, declining orders
and a slump in export confidence have
cast a dark cloud over the manufactur-
ing recovery, with the engineering
federation warning that the effect of
international uncertainty is cutting
growth prospects.
In a blow to the chancellor’s vaunted

claim for an economic recovery led by
“a march of the makers”, the latest
keenly awaited quarterly survey of the
EEF has found that although output
and orders for the year remain at a
+10 per cent rating in the third quarter
of the year, that is markedly down on
the second quarter. Then, +26 per cent
of the EEF’s manufacturing and ex-
porting members were reporting
growth in output and the figure was
+21 per cent on orders.
The view on the strength of the

domestic market has markedly de-
clined from +16 per cent in the second

quarter to +3 per cent now. The outlook
for global growth is significantly worse,
and export expectations have slumped
into the negative for the first time in
18 months, down to -4 per cent from
+9per cent in the previous quarter and
a buoyant +16 per cent in the first quar-
ter of the year.
This latest set of data has sent the

EEF’s economists grabbing for the red
pen. Now they believe that the manu-
facturing sector will grow by 3.3 per
cent this year, having previously be-
lieved it would be 3.5 per cent. For next
year, they believe that manufacturing
growthwillmoderatemore sharply and
are talking about 2.1 per cent growth,
having previously pencilled in 2.2 per
cent.
“The demand picture is now more

uncertain than for some time,” the EEF
said, “with the eurozone economy
flagging significantly, political risks in-
creasing and a stronger sterling ex-
change rate. This more difficult picture

overseas is reflected in export orders
turning negative for the first time since
the start of 2013.”
The findings come only days after

Vince Cable, the business secretary,
said of the British economy: “The
patient is still on a life-support system.”
Lee Hopley, the EEF’s chief econo-

mist, said: “After a period of take-off a
year ago, we have now seen a levelling
off. There is a lot more to be cautious

about than a year ago and we are
seeing that in the negative balance of
exports. There is the economic data
coming out of Europe, but also the geo-
politics picture [in Ukraine and the
Middle East], something that was ab-
sent three months ago. There are also
domestic political issues around like
[the Scottish] referendumand the [gen-
eral] election.”
Ms Hopley claimed that the buoy-

ancy in the fourth quarter of last year
and the first quarter of this yearwas not
a blip. She said: “Earlier in the year
there was real pent-up demand and the
UKhas been generally holding upwell,
despite the wobbles elsewhere in the
world.”
She also insisted that the picture was

not all gloomy. “The automotive and
transport sectors are still very strong,”
she said.

Robert Lea Industrial Editor

CHRIS RATCLIFFE/GETTY IMAGES

Harry Wilson

Met begins its Yard sale

Britain’s most famous
police stationwill be put up
for sale tomorrow, with a
price tag of £150million.
New Scotland Yard, head-
quarters of the Metro-
politan Police since 1967, is
likely to be turned into a
mix of residential and
commercial space.
The force will relocate

from its Westminster
home to a smaller building
at Victoria Embankment

next year, which will be
called Scotland Yard. It is
being designed by the
architects Allford Hall
Monaghan Morris. The
famous revolving sign,
which performsmore than
14,000 revolutions a day,
will also move there.
The sale is part of amove

to help to plug a £500mil-
lion black hole in the
force’s finances.
Jones Lang LaSalle has

been appointed to carry
out the sale of the building.

Kathryn Hopkins
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The naked
truth behind
having skin
in the game
Martin Waller

“Having some skin in the game”
describesdirectorshaving largechunks
of the shares in their quoted company.
A survey of the FTSE 100 suggests that
this may not guarantee outperform-
ance over the short term.
BancDeBinary, anoptions specialist,

analysed the performance of shares in
the ten FTSE 100 companies with the
highest level of boardroom share-
holdings and thosewith the lowest. The
latter significantly outperformed the
former over the past year.
Investors are encouraged by compa-

nies whose boards have a large stake,
but the study suggests that thismaynot
always prove successful. Shares in the
tenwith the biggest holdings rose by an
average of 1 per cent over the past year,
against a 6 per cent rise in the index.
Those where directors were less
inclined to self-invest were ahead on
average by 20 per cent.
There are some complicating factors.

Among thepoorperformers are anum-
ber in the natural resources sector,
which has been affected by depressed
commodities prices.
“The thinking traditionally has been

that directors will be less likely to take
reckless decisions if they have signifi-
cant holdings in their own company’s
shares,” Oren Laurent, the founder of
Banc De Binary. “The past year’s out-
performance by the companies with
the smallest board shareholdings re-
inforces that it is possible for directors
to deliver substantial growth without
having to grant them huge numbers
of shares and diluting existing share-
holdings.”
However, on a five-year view, those

companies with a heavy boardroom
investment base significantly outper-
formed the second group, doing twice
as well. Natural resources companies
did well, as the Chinese economic
boomdrew in those same commodities
and sent their prices rocketing. Mean-
while, the underperformers include BP,
whichwashit by thedisaster in theGulf
of Mexico, and Lloyds Banking Group,
hit by the banking crisis.
There is an alternative explanation.

Whenmarkets have performedwell, as
over the past year, companies where
the boards have plenty of skin in the
game,andmaybeunwilling to risk their
own capital by taking bold moves, will
have underperformed those keener to
take chances. Over a longer period,
though, such caution may have served
them well in more difficult markets.

Ian King

As he settles into his chair today
at Tesco’s austere headquarters
in Cheshunt, Dave Lewis, the

incoming chief executive, has not
been short of advice.
Most frequently trotted out has

been the need to sharpen up on prices
to compete with the hard discounters
and restore Tesco’s credentials as a
value retailer. At least the violent
rebasing of the dividend on Friday
will give Mr Lewis the firepower to do
so. The advice has been taken on
board and Tesco’s margins, which are
famously industry-leading, also look
set to be rebased.
Other pieces of advice have

included reining back on forays such

as the Giraffe restaurant chain and
the Harris + Hoole coffee shops. Here,
again, though, Tesco is moving —
some Harris + Hoole outlets have
been closed already.
Another has been to take a leaf out

of Carrefour’s book and exit those
overseas markets where Tesco is
performing poorly. Again, though, it
can be argued that Tesco is doing this
already: Philip Clarke, Mr Lewis’s
predecessor, has removed Tesco from
problematic markets, such as the
United States and Japan, and
recalibrated its operations in China.
That leaves Blinkbox, Tesco’s online

streaming service, another of Mr
Clarke’s innovations. In principal, this

was a fine idea, deepening the
relationship with loyal customers and
augmenting Tesco’s other product
lines, notably Hudl, its tablet.
However, competing head-on with

the likes of Netflix and Amazon as
well as BSkyB (for which I work) and
Virgin Media has proved expensive.
Tesco has never revealed details of
Blinkbox’s financial performance, but
informed sources suggest that
Blinkbox may have lost as much as
£50 million last year alone. That is a
staggering sum when the group is
taking the axe to capital expenditure
in its core activities, the stores, and
under pressure to sharpen up on
pricing.
With the dividend slashed, it would

be no surprise were Blinkbox to be
the next victim of the Lewis era.

Blinkbox next in the line of fire

Keith Cochrane is a
brave man. The
brutal treatment
meted out to
pro-union

politicians, such as Labour’s Jim
Murphy, who was pelted with eggs last
week, has been enough to deter many
business people from voicing their
opposition to Scottish independence.
Not so the chief executive of Weir
Group, one of the prime movers
behind last week’s letter signed by
130 Scottish business leaders, urging a
“no” vote on September 18.
The Yes campaign hit back the next

day, releasing its own letter with 200
business signatories, but it was the
choreography behind the “no” letter
that makes it the more interesting of
the two.
Its origins date back to the CBI’s

spectacular blunder in April, when it
registered with the Electoral
Commission as a campaigner against
Scottish independence, only to cancel
the registration after temporary
resignations from members — such
as the BBC and STV — that wished to
stay neutral. The result was that the
business voice that had been expected
to do most of the heavy lifting on the
“no” side during the build-up to the
referendum effectively was silenced.
That left business leaders who

oppose independence, such as Mr
Cochrane, with little choice but to get
involved. The letter was carefully
crafted. While much attention has
focused on the presence of big-name
signatories, such as Douglas Flint, of

HSBC, and Andrew Mackenzie, of
BHP Billiton, and on that of the
heads of famous Scottish brands, such
as Baxters Food Group, what has
attracted less comment is that a
number of SME owners also signed
the letter. They included, for example,
Jimmy Buchan, skipper and owner of
a Peterhead-based fishing business.
This was a deliberate attempt to
counter a frequent criticism of the
Yes campaign, which is that the No
camp’s business backers are largely
multinationals, rather than small
business owners.
Also striking is that the business

voices in the No camp are largely
unconvinced by the policy pledges

from Alex Salmond, the first minister,
that an independent Scotland would
be more business-friendly than the
present Westminster government.
Mr Cochrane had this observation

on the cut in corporation tax promised
by Mr Salmond: “That’s only a small
piece of the overall tax picture. We pull
our profits across the UK and submit
one tax return — which means we can
offset profits in one part of the UK
against losses in another.
“Whilst the corporation tax

reduction that the Scottish
government is proposing would save
us some £400,000, the actual costs of
breaking up that consolidated tax
base would be nine times that.”

The business voices of the Yes
campaign have some powerful cases
of their own. Sir George Mathewson,
the former RBS chairman and one of
the biggest guns in the
pro-independence artillery, is
especially good at countering one of
the main arguments put forward by
Alistair Darling, leader of the Better
Together campaign, which is that the
Bank of England would be under no
compulsion to backstop a Scottish
financial institution in the event of
independence: “This is
scaremongering. RBS’s head office is
in Edinburgh, but 95 per cent of its
business is done in London.”
Arguably, the Yes campaign should

have made more of the business
figures supporting it. Spend any time
talking with members of the public
who are voting “yes” and you will
hear the same kind of remarks time
and again: “Things can’t get any
worse, can they?” or “I’m fed up of
being governed from Westminster by
a Tory government I didn’t vote for”.
Yet these are all negative points.
By contrast, business leaders on the

Yes campaign are far better at making
a positive case for independence, such
as the restaurant owner Andrew
Fairlie, who argues about the benefits
it would bring to Scottish tourism.
Where business leaders do express a
negative case for independence, it
tends to be focused on specific
concerns, such as the heightened
possibility of a “Brexit” from the EU
should a Conservative-led
government be re-elected next year.
With SNP supporters set to vote

“yes” and most Tory and Liberal
Democrat supporters expected to
vote “no”, victory will go to whichever
side can attract the largest proportion
of Labour voters, particularly those in
traditional working-class households
in Glasgow and Lanarkshire. Hence
Mr Salmond’s recent emphasis on
subjects, such as the NHS, calculated
to appeal to them — and it is perhaps
significant that Unite conveners in
the shipbuilding and defence sectors,
which together employ more than
10,000 people, are becoming
increasingly vocal about what they
see as the danger of voting “yes”.
The key voices that could swing the

debate may not
come from business
at all, but rather
from the trade
unions.

‘‘

’’

Why unions may hold the key to
Scotland staying within the Union
Ian King is Business presenter at Sky News

Jim Murphy, the Labour MP, was pelted with eggs for arguing for a “no” vote
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Barclays sells
Spanish retail
division to
CaixaBank

Barclays revealed last night that it was
crystallising a £500million loss after
selling its Spanish retail banking and
wealth management business for well
below book value.
The 262-branch operation has been

sold toCaixaBank, Spain’s third-biggest
lender, for €800million (£630million).
The division has 550,000 customers,

including many expatriate Britons.
They and 2,400 Barclays employees
will transfer to Caixa on completion,
expected in about four months.
The deal is the first big business

disposal for Antony Jenkins, the chief
executive, sinceheput the business and
other Barclays assets into a “non-core”
category in May.
Barclays said that the deal, although

creating losses, would have the advan-
tage of reducing risk-weighted assets
by £8billion and improving the core
equity tier one ratio—akeymeasureof
financial strength — by 0.12 of a per-
centage point.
The bank said that it would write off

about £400million after tax in its third-
quarter results and another £100mil-
lion on completion. Retail depositors in
theSpanishoperationare coveredup to
£85,000 by the UK-based Financial
Services Compensation Scheme in
event of the bank’s failure. They will be
covered by the Spanish equivalent
scheme up to €100,000.
Mr Jenkins is trying to turn Barclays

around after a string of damaging
scandals. Last month he reported a
7 per cent slide in pre-tax profit to
£3.35 billion after earmarking another
£900million to compensate customers
mis-sold payment protection insur-
ance.
He said last night that Barclays had

completed the sale of its United Arab
Emirates retail banking business to
Abu Dhabi Islamic Bank, booking a
£119million pre-tax gain.
MrJenkins said: “Weremainon track

to rebalance Barclays as part of our
strategy to deliver sustainable returns
for our shareholders.”
Barclays is retaining its Spanish in-

vestment banking operations and its
Barclaycard business there.

Patrick Hosking

Private equity firms pump $500m
into new North Sea oil explorer
Private equity firms including the
American giant Blackstone have
shrugged off fears about shrinking
North Sea oil and gas reserves and
Scottish independence and agreed to
channel up to $500million into a new
exploration and production business.
Blackstone’s energy division, along

with the London-based Blue Water
Energy, is backing Siccar Point Energy,

which will look for oil and gas in the
waters of the UK continental shelf and
also will consider small, bolt-on acqui-
sitions. In addition, GIC, the sovereign
wealth fund set up by the government
of Singapore, is providing funding for
the company.
The new business, which will involve

itself in every aspect of the exploration
and production process, is being run by
Jonathan Roger, a former managing
director at Centrica, who has been

working closely with Blue Water since
he left the owner of British Gas last
year.
Siccar Point is thought to be target-

ing wells containing reserves of oil and
gas that are not large enough to tempt
traditional oil majors, such as BPand
Royal Dutch Shell.
Analysts said that the investment

could trigger a round of dealmaking in
the sector, asSiccar snapsup tinyentre-
preneurial businesses that find oil or

gas but do not have the financial clout
to bring it above ground.
However, it comes at a pivotal mo-

ment in Scottish political history and
amida ragingdebateabut the sizeof the
North Sea’s reserves, which are central
to theSNP’s long-termgrowthplans for
the country’s economy.
On September 18, Scots will go to the

polls in a referendum about whether to
break up the 307-year-old union with
the rest of Britain and declare inde-
pendence in a vote that has divided
business.
Last week more than 130 businesses,

including HSBC and BHP Billiton,
argued that the Yes campaign had
failed to make the case for independ-
ence, with concerns such as a local
currency, central lender of last resort
and a separate regulator still not ade-
quately addressed. A day later, 200
business leaders, including Sir Brian
Souter, the co-founder of Stagecoach,
signed a letter claiming that independ-
ence would be good news for the coun-
try’s companies.
The Scottish government believes

that thereare24billionbarrelsofoil left
in the North Sea, in an estimate that
effectively has been endorsed by the
industry body, Oil and Gas UK.
However, other experts have said

that the administration is being over-
optimistic in its expectations. Sir Ian
Wood, the billionaire founder of Wood
Group, said lastmonth that he believed
a figure of 15billion to 16.5 billion bar-
rels was more realistic.
The pro-independence campaign

has argued that the reserves are worth
a total of £1.5 trillion, in a claim that has
been dismissed as “fantastical” by
senior politicians in Westminster.
In July, the Office for Budget

Responsibility cut its estimateof the tax
income that the North Sea would
provide between 2020 and 2041 by a
quarter to £40billion.
Blackstone is understood to have

considered the potential ramifications
of independence as part of its invest-
ment analysis, but decided that it be-
lieved Siccar Point could be a profits
generator either way. A source close to
the private equity firm said: “If it is
successful, it will be taxed. Realistically,
it has no bearing for us whether the tax
is paid to London or to Edinburgh.”

Miles Costello
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Business
Need to know

When his father died suddenly,
forcing him to take over the third
biggest business group in India,
KumarMangalamBirla was 28, fresh
out of London Business School,
where he had earned an MBA, and
confronted by observers doubting
that he had the gravitas to lead his
family’s giant conglomerate. Nearly
twenty years later, he has proved
those doubters wrong.
He has done so by focusing on the

bigger, global picture. SinceMrBirla’s
appointment as chairman in 1995,
annual sales at Aditya Birla Group
have surged twentyfold to $40billion
and, after a string of 26 overseas
acquisitions, the group now gener-
ates 60 per cent of its income outside
India.
In Britain, the 157-year-old Birla is

not as well known as rivals such as
Tata, but, with nearly 130,000 em-
ployees in 36 countries, its businesses
are almost as far-reaching, spanning
a dizzying variety from aluminium,
acrylic textiles and cement to life
insurance, telecoms and software.
Hindalco, its metals division, makes
half the world’s aluminium cans, for
example, and the group is the world’s
biggest manufacturer of carbon
black, a key ingredient in tyres.
Yet now Mr Birla is turning his

attention back to the group’s Indian
roots. The reason: he believes that
Narendra Modi, India’s new prime
minister, is poised to lead amanufac-
turing revolution.
“There is huge optimism around,”

Mr Birla said, pointing to Mr Modi’s
pledge to revitalise the Indian econ-
omy, where growth has fallen below
5 per cent, by boosting spending on
roads, power plants and railways,
creating millions of jobs. “He has a
great track record and is very busi-
ness-friendly. They are working very
hard and there is a problem-solving
mindset.”
MrBirla seesbigopportunities

in defence and financial ser-
vices, two areas in which de-
regulation could boost inno-
vation and investment. As
Asia’s biggest aluminium pro-
ducer, Hindalco stands to
benefit fromadrive tomodern-
ise the Indian military
with locally built air-
craft and
vehicles. Weeks after
his election, Mr
Modi lifted defence
spending by 12 per
cent to $37billion.
Mr Birla hints at
further defence
projects in the

pipeline, although he refuses to be
drawn.
Another goal is to secure a

banking licence, a long-held ambi-
tion of the group, which has asset
management, insurance and mort-
gage lending businesses. “My father
applied for a banking license 30 years
ago,” Mr Birla said, adding that
Aditya Birla had missed out on a

licensing round this year.
“We have all the competen-

cies required, so we were dis-
appointed, but you have to
take things on the chin,” he
said. “It will happen when it
happens.”
The Indian banking sector
is dominated by state-owned

banks, which control
about 75 per cent of the
industry. Licences for
private lenders have

been scarce, butMr
Birlabelieves that
the rules will be
relaxed—espe-
cially since he
sees the growth

of more competi-
tive private banks as

essential to India’s

future prosperity: “Unless we have
much larger credit formation hap-
pening, it’s not going to sustain
growth.”
Mr Birla believes that the good

times are returning to the country
after years of sluggish growth, falling
investment and corruption scandals,
including one regarding the alloca-
tion of coalmining licenses that
threatened to implicate him.
The billionaire, who has a reputa-

tion for doing business cleanly and
who had described the charges as
“preposterous”, was relieved when
the investigation dubbed “coalgate”
by some outlets in India’s media was
dropped recently.
“India is poised for a new phase of

growth and there are lots of new
opportunities,” he said, pointing to
MrModi’s success in Gujarat state as
an example of what is possible. “I’ve
seenhimatwork very closely as chief
minister ofGujarat and he has driven
the state like a CEO.”
Critics say that family controlled

conglomerates such as Aditya Birla
and Tata, which still dominate India’s
economy, are an anachronism. Un-
surprisingly, Mr Birla disagrees, in-
sisting that all the group’s businesses
are professionally managed as inde-
pendent companies.
“We are a very contemporarymul-

tinational, with India as its birth-
place,” he said. “If you look at our
approach and our practices, we are as
international and as high-quality as
any company anywhere.”

Birla returns to Indian roots for next growth spurt
Gandhi, the Birlas
and independence
Behind the story Robin Pagnamenta

T
he Birlas’
history is
intertwined
with that of
Indian

independence.
Ganshyam Das Birla,
Kumar Mangalam
Birla’s grandfather, was
a close friend and
patron of Mahatma
Gandhi and his
industrial interests
helped to bankroll the
freedom movement.
Gandhi. pictured at the
Birla family home in
Delhi, was shot dead in
the grounds of the
property in 1948.
After growing rich

in the jute and
cotton trades, the

Calcutta-based Birlas
branched out into other
sectors, including
making the Hindustan
Ambassador car. The
conglomerate is named
after Kumar’s father,
Aditya, who led its first
push overseas, entering
Thailand, Egypt and
Malaysia in the 1960s
and 1970s.
Although Kumar

Birla says that he
considers Calcutta his
home, much of the
family was forced to quit
for Mumbai because of
a Maoist insurgency in
the 1970s, which
prompted fears that
industrialists could be
kidnapped or killed.
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The punk is growing up
fast and now Brewdog
sees a future in the City
The one-time bad boy
of brewing is now an
automated expert
with rising exports,
writes James Hurley

E
ven as he admires his shiny
new£1.3million bottling facil-
ity, Stewart Bowman, head
brewer at Scotland’s largest
independent beer maker,

cannot help but describe the giant,
German-made contraption as “a work
of art”. The appliance of science, it
seems, is not going to robBrewdogof its
artisanal roots.
Many of the processes in the

company’s brewery in Ellon, near
Aberdeen, are computer-controlled
and expansion planned for next year
will enable it to produce 15million litres
of beer a year, up from a present capa-
city of about ninemillion.
In the lab,where thebalanceof ingre-

dients is controlled, Mr Bowman,
resplendent in ZZ Top-style beard and
a rock band T-shirt, talks over a sound-
track of heavy metal explaining why
the business has spent £30,000 on a
machine that measures impurities
down to “parts in a billion”. The idea is
to improve accuracy and consistency
and to make it easier to select
flavours and find the right combi-
nations of hops.
Yet “no equipment in

theworld is as sensi-
tive as the human
palette”, he says,
although “the
computer can take
out human error”. For
all the automation, he in-
sists that he is still in “full
control . . . A bad brewer will

still give you nothing back, even with
the best tools and ingredients. But it’s
important you don’t get sucked down
the rabbit hole. A lot of brewing is artis-
tic and creative and therewill always be
an unknown element.”
As its first employee, Mr Bowman

has been one of the few constants for
Brewdog since the company was
founded in 2007 by James Watt and
Martin Dickie, after a renowned beer
writer tasted one of their home brews
and told them to quit their jobs. An
early brew failed when a mobile phone
and car keys fell into the mix, Mr Watt
recalls, and hooking a garden hose to a
fermentation tankproduced anale that
“tasted like plastic”.
That “three-man-and-a-dog” opera-

tion has become one of Britain’s
fastest-growing companies, thanks to a
combination of aggressive and often
antagonistic marketing, some highly
respected craft beers and a commit-
ment to exports.
Brewdog is predicting sales of

£32million this year, up from £18.9mil-
lion last year, with 65 per cent of sales
coming from its exports to 50 markets.
About 10 per cent of its output goes to
its own chain of 22 bars, which includes
sites in Tokyo, São Paulo and Gothen-
burg.
“We love the chaos of fast growth,”

Mr Watt says. “If we don’t have that,
we’re not pushing hard enough.”

In contrast, Mr Bowman
paints a picture of a busi-
ness emerging from its
hectic early years into
something more polished.

When the company pur-
chased a larger brewery in
2012, its bosses realised
that “a lot could go wrong
. . . We’ve made a number
of astronomical jumps in
production. Each time,
you add complexity,
wages, people, struc-
ture. Strategic planning
is something we’ve

struggled with. A lack of it has bitten us
in thepast, butat this sizeyoucan’twing
it any more.”
When the company started life in

Fraserburgh, a fishing town north of
Aberdeen,MrWatt says that the found-
ing principle was to take “the same atti-
tude to the incumbents of the beer
market as the punks had to pop cul-
ture”. It hasmade a lot of that compari-

son ever since, becoming synonymous
with irreverent marketing. The busi-
ness has had a number of run-ins with
the Portman Group, the drinks indus-
try overseer, and has courted media
opprobrium by making a series of
industrial-strength beers, culminating
in a 55 per cent ale in 2010. Yet the
company insists that it is more inter-
ested in beers that are drunk for taste

and enjoyment rather than volumeand
oblivion.
MrWatt acknowledges that it is time

to draw a line under some of the com-
pany’s more combative tactics. “We’ve
more than made our point about our
disdain for industrial beers and big
breweries, and there’s only so long we
can play that card,” he says.
“The idea of rebellion and doing

James Watt, co-founder of Brewdog, says: “We love the chaos of fast growth. If we

Glass half full
for investors
Behind the story

I
nstead of raising money
from venture capitalists,
Brewdog turned to its own
customers when it wanted
capital for expansion (James

Hurley writes). It has raised
£7million through three separate
rounds of its “Equity for Punks”
online share sale. About 14,500
small investors own a combined
16 per cent stake in the company.
“It has changed our business,”

James Watt, the co-founder, said,
adding that the investors had
become a “focus group” eager to
influence everything from
packaging to the ingredients of
new beers.
The investors get discounts on

beer and an AGM that is more
like a rock festival than a
business conference, as well as a
stake in the fast-growing
company. Mr Watt said the
business was about to launch a
trading platform for the shares in
October in order to create a
secondary market: “I think very
few will want to sell, but if for
whatever reason they do, now
they’ll be able to.”

will

The brewer has touched nerves
with its controversial adverts
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Scotland can go either
way without disruption
The majority of the UK’s
businesses believe that a “yes”
vote in this month’s Scottish
independence referendum would
have “no impact” on them,
according to a survey. A poll of
small and medium-sized listed
companies from across Britain
found that 57 per cent expected
no disruption to trading if
Scotland left the union.
Tim Ward, chief executive of

the Quoted Companies Alliance,
which conducted the research,
said: “Companies could be
underestimating the toll that
political uncertainty can take on
a business.” A quarter of
companies thought that Scottish
independence would be
detrimental.
A separate survey of Scottish

small businesses found that
68 per cent wanted the country
to stay in the UK.

No peer pressure
Despite sometimes strained
relationships with lenders, most
companies would not consider
alternatives to their high street
bank, research has revealed.
Although there is growing
awareness of online
“peer-to-peer” lending to SMEs,
82 per cent of small businesses
said that they would not use this
form of finance, while more than
two thirds said they thought that
new networks of regional
community banks were unlikely
to boost loan provision.
The survey of 500 companies

by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England and
Wales found that while relations
with banks were improving slowly,
the smallest businesses were most
likely to remain dissatisfied.

Big App opportunity
Small investors are being invited
to back the next generation of
retail and ecommerce start-ups
through a fund that will invest in
the winners of a Europe-wide
search for new technology talent.
The Big App Fund is trying to
raise £350,000 through Seedrs, a
crowdfunding website.
The fund will invest in the

winners and runners-up of The
Big App, a Facebook-backed
competition that is seeking to
identify the most promising retail
and ecommerce mobile app
businesses in Europe. The best
100 entrants will be invited to
pitch at Facebook’s London
headquarters, with the winner
receiving £150,000 in investment.
The minimum investment in the
fund is £100.

Expenses claim
A start-up is promising to help
small companies to take the
hassle out of business expenses
with technology that extracts
data from paper and digital
receipts in less than 15 seconds.
Itemize, of the United States, has
spent $4million developing
technology that allows users to
automatically extract VAT and
general expense data from
receipts using a smartphone
camera. The platform can also be
used with email accounts to
automatically pull data from
emailed bills, the company said.
Its founders want to win

customers among the thousands
of small companies that cannot
afford conventional expense
management software. The
system costs £40 a year.

what you want underpins everything
that we do, but we can’t make exactly
the samepoint for thenext20years and
expect people to be receptive.”
If some of the company’s new-found

maturity was reflected in the Scottish
independence debate, Mr Watt says
that he might be able to make up his
mind over which way to vote. “Being a
Scottish company has helped in export

markets — strengthening Scottish
identity and confidence can only be
good for us— but I’m still on the fence
because of uncertainty about things
like currency and EU membership.
Between now and the day, I’d like [both
sides] to narrow in on a cold, hard
evaluation of the facts rather than sen-
timent and emotion.”
Either way, he believes that Brewdog

must retain its own identity as it
grows. That means that it will keep ex-
perimenting with some rather more
esoteric beers.
How much farther can the erstwhile

home brewers go? “You’ll laugh at me,
but we want to list for £1billion in five
years’ time,” he says. “We’ve got the
roadmapwith annual targets.We think
it’s an achievable objective.”

don’t have that, we’re not pushing hard enough.” The mantra has taken the Scottish brewer to Sweden, Japan and Brazil

Big banks
‘must be
split up’ to
aid lending
James Hurley

A former government adviser has
warned that small businesses will con-
tinue to be mistreated by banks unless
the “oligopoly” of big lenders in the
SME market is broken.
Lawrence Tomlinson, who last year

highlighted allegations of companies
being exploited by Royal Bank of Scot-
land’s global restructuring division
(GRG) division, believes that the retail
divisions of Lloyds and RBS should be
broken up to stimulate competition.
He argues that allegedmistreatment

of small companies through GRG,
RBS’s turnaround division for strug-
gling businesses, has “stopped for now”
asa result of thecontroversy thathis re-
port created, but “whenever you’ve got
two banks with 60 per cent of SME
lending, it’s going to happen again”.
Britain’s four largest banks control

85per cent of SME lending.A study last
week revealed that small businesses
were more likely to be refused new
lending than at any point in the past
three years.
TSB has been separated from Lloyds

to comply with European Union rules
after its bailout in the financial crisis.
RBS has been told to sell 316 branches
under the Williams & Glyn brand by
2016.However,MrTomlinson said that
these changes did not go far enough. In
his view, the government should force
both Lloyds and RBS to split into three

retail parts to boost competition for
small business lending.
“It’s fabulous that challenger banks

are coming in, but it’s going to take so
long to do it, we need step changes,” he
said. “We should create six banks [from
Lloyds and RBS] with separate man-
agement all competing for business.
Until that happens, companies will get
poor treatment, becausebig banks can’t
make enough return on investment
without ripping off their clients.”
The activities ofGRGare subject to a

Financial Conduct Authority inquiry.
TheSeriousFraudOffice is alsoconsid-
ering launching a formal investigation.
Mr Tomlinson runs LNT Group,

which spans racing cars to care homes.
His report, published while he was
advising the business department, ac-
cusedRBS of charging struggling small
businesses excessive fees and of under-
valuing their assets before buying them
through the bank’s own property divi-
sion, West Register.
RBS denies the allegations. It com-

missioned Clifford Chance, the law
firm, to conduct a report, which re-
jected Mr Tomlinson’s main allega-
tions. This month, RBS said that it
would close GRG as a result of improv-
ing economic conditions reducing the
need for its restructuring activities.
MrTomlinson said thathe isworking

with the FCA over the issue and added
that if its investigation revealed any
wrongdoing, individuals as well as the
lender should be “held to book . . .We’ve
seen how hard it is for SMEs to get
money, grow their business and export
becauseof thebadbehaviour [of banks].
All we want is decent banking and a
system that supports the economy and
growing exports.”

British SMEs are armed with £2bn of
defence spending a year, says minister
Robert Lea Industrial Editor

More than £2billion of annual defence
spending is finding its way into the
hands of British small and medium-
sized companies, according to a senior
minister.
Speaking ahead of the Nato summit

in Wales this week, during which
British defence-related products and
services will be exhibited, Philip
Dunne, the defence procurement min-
ister, said that at least 15 per cent of the
Ministry of Defence’s £164billion, ten-
year budget is already getting into the
hands of SMEs.
While much of the annual defence

budget goes to the likes of big contrac-
tors such as BAE Systems or Rolls-
Royce, nearly one in six pounds spent
by the department is going to smaller
companies.
“We believe about two thirds of the

spending is going directly to SMEs and
the other third to them through other
contractors,” Mr Dunne said. “We

believe it is a larger amount than the
official 15.2 per cent, because we don’t
fully capture the number of SMEs win-
ning work through the larger contrac-
tors.”
The shake-up in MoD procurement

since the 2010 Strategic Defence and
SecurityReview(SDSR)hadhelped the
UK defence industry to become more

competitive, Mr Dunne said. “The UK
defence market is the most open in the
world andwe believe open competition
is the best way to secure best value. The
UK is spending £15billion a year, rising
at 1 per cent ayear in real terms, andUK
businesses are the recipients of the vast
amount of that spending.”
The minister added that the rise in

defence exports to £9.8billion last
year, from £8.8billion in 2012, was evi-
denceof thegovernmentworkingmore
closelywithBritish companies to ident-
ify international opportunities.
While the present budget covers

significant projects — such as the con-
struction of two aircraft carriers, their
F-35 fighter squadrons and the devel-
opment of Type-26 frigates — the
landscape for the UK defence industry
will be better defined by the 2015
SDSR, which is expected this time
next year.
One of the key decisions for the 2015

SDSR will be a replacement for the
country’s maritime surveillance capa-
bility after the scrapping of BAE Sys-
tems’ Nimrod aircraft following the
2010 SDSR.
Boeing is favourite to win the

contract with its P-8 surveillance air-
craft, although British contractors will
be anxious to know how much work
will filter through into the domestic
defence economy.

‘The UK is spending
£15billion a year, and
UK businesses receive
the vast amount of that’

Lawrence
Tomlinson has
welcomed the
arrival of
challenger banks
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I
t was 40 years ago this summer
that I arrived in Britain from
Pakistan. I was almost three
years old and we were joining
my father, who had come to this
country 11 years earlier. He was
among the wave of immigrants
from the subcontinent who came

in search of a better life. They came
mostly from villages, not cities — my
father was from a tiny village near
Lahore — and they settled in
industrial towns and cities such as
Bradford, Birmingham and Blackburn.
Our first home was in Bury Park in

the Pakistani part of Luton and my
father worked on the production line
in the Vauxhall car factory. My father
was a demanding dad who believed
that if I studied harder and worked
longer than those from more
privileged backgrounds I could beat
them. His children would not be
following him on the production line;
the future would be better than the
present. The future arrived and it isn’t
pretty: to be a British Pakistani today
seems to demand distancing oneself
from beheadings one day and child
abuse the next. My father died nearly
20 years ago — what would he think
were he alive today?
When I was growing up, the world

we inhabited was populated entirely
by Pakistanis. I don’t recall a single
white person ever visiting our home.
Today Bury Park is possibly even
more overwhelmingly Pakistani and
Luton has, perhaps not coincidentally,
been linked with both radical Islamist
activity — the 7/7 bombers left from
the town’s train station on their
way to bomb the London transport
system — and the far right English
Defence League, which was formed
in the town.
I was lucky: I escaped the bubble

when our family left Bury Park. If I
had stayed I would have remained
at a school that was entirely Pakistani,
I would have possibly become religious
from attending mosque after school
and I doubt my life would have
followed the course that it has.
There are communities like Bury

Park across Britain; places the white
world never reaches. These
monocultural communities are

Free budget
flights and
gold bars —
sorry, I just
don’t dig it

O
h, those wacky
conceptual artists.
What are they
like? So 35-year-old
Bavarian-born
Michael Sailstorfer
has buried £10,000
worth of gold bars

in the shores of Folkestone, Kent, in
the hope that treasure hunters will
find them and keep them or, at a value
of roughly £330 each, cash them in.
This “piece”, as Sailstorfer describes

it, was announced at lunchtime on
Thursday. By 6pm that evening about
200 shovel-wielding enthusiasts were
already churning through the wet
sands in the hope of a minor windfall.
(The sands have also allegedly been
sprinkled with steel washers to deter
metal-detector cheats. Oh come on,
peasants! You have to work for your
freebie. Put your back into it.).
Sailstorfer has said that the piece,

commissioned to celebrate the
Folkestone Triennial, is “a timeless
work of art”, while its organisers are
hoping that it will be a fun family day
out. Me? I find it wildly disturbing.
Like that scene in Gladiator when the
crowd in the Colosseum go crazy over
free bread or the climax of the thriller
Man on a Ledge when New York
citizens are distracted from the real
crime in their midst by free dollars
falling from the sky.
Of course it hasn’t just emerged

from nowhere, this piece. It’s in the
same queasy spirit as Hidden Cash,

the Twitter-based treasure hunt begun
by Californian entrepreneur Jason
Buzi, during which online clues lead to
“secret” locations in major cities (often
in public parks) where modest sums
(£50 in the UK) are left in envelopes.
The lucky finders keep the money in
return for posting a snap on Twitter,
that generally depicts them in a state
of wonga-waving ecstasy and makes
no reference at all to the Californian
park that was destroyed earlier this
summer by crazed cash-hunters
desperate for that free-money high.
It has some of the whiff too of the

recent street-side scrum in Derby
when a budget airline’s decision to
hand out free flights became, in the
words of one witness, “a mass brawl”.
At the lowest point during the
giveaway, one woman was reportedly
“rugby-tackled” to the ground for her
ticket. Well, they are free flights on a
budget airline, after all.
And this isn’t even touching on the

trend for “poor doors” in newbuild
apartment blocks in London. Yes, as
the name suggests, these are doors,
usually placed around the side or the
back of a hip new apartment complex,
that allow the building’s “affordable
housing” tenants to enter away from
the sensitive eyes of their wealthier
cohabitants. Because imagine what
would happen if you had to share a
door with someone who didn’t have as
much money as you. You’d probably
disintegrate on the spot.
Ultimately, what all these things

illustrate is a worrying normalisation
of wealth disparity. It’s as if, knowing
that Britain’s richest 1 per cent now
claim as much wealth as the poorest
55 per cent put together (according to
the Office for National Statistics),
we’ve simply given up. “We can’t fix
this,” we say. “But hey: how’d you like
a freebie? You would? Well, here’s a
spade. Get digging.”

My cabbies
don’t get
any stick

Intriguing to read
about the case of the
retired doctor who hit
a London taxi driver
over the head with the
ornamental handle of a
walkingstickbecausehe
feared he was making
him late for the opera.
That’s nothing, doc.

I once took a taxi to
Heathrow airport. The
driver was one of those

surly “I’ve done the
Knowledge and have
thus unlocked the
secrets of the universe”
types. He told me that
he knew where he was
going, had a special
cross-country route
and thus ensured I
didn’t say a word until
I spotted the sign for
Stansted airport and
nervously stuttered out,

“Ahem, we are going
to Heathrow, aren’t
we?” We weren’t.
These days, however,

I swear by the maps app
on my phone. Whatever
cab, city or country,
turn it on and observe.
And if they start taking
the “scenic route”,
just hold it up, point
and smile. No walking
stick necessary.

Come on.
It’s strictly
for pervs
We were all thinking it
but at last she was
the one who said it. Yes,
Ola Jordan, the pint-
sized Polish überhoofer
from Strictly Come
Dancing, has criticised
the show’s producers
for forcing participants
to wear ever more
revealing outfits.
Which is a relief.

Because I used to watch
that show and think,
“Seriously? A Saturday
evening family staple
that’s fundamentally
predicated on the
leering sexual
objectification of
women, and men?”
A show that each

season features that
set-piece moment when
Token Beefcake (Gavin
Henson, Ben Cohen,
Robbie Savage, etc)
suddenly strips off to
reveal almost all, while
minor celebrities such
as Susanna Reid and
Abbey Clancy totter
about, hoping that the
last three sequins don’t
ping free from their
dental-floss ensembles.
Yes, they dance too.

But it’s hard to shake
the feeling that the
subtext of the whole
show is kind of pervy.

Kevin
Maher

What would
my father
think if he
were alive?
A beheading in Syria, child abuse in
Rotherham: Sarfraz Manzoor, who
came to Luton from Pakistan aged
three, wonders how it came to this

perpetuated by first-cousin marriages
and spouses brought over from
Pakistan. The effect is that prejudices
in that community are never
challenged, only reinforced. Earlier
this year an investigation after the
“Trojan horse” episode in Birmingham
— where it was claimed that there was
a hardline Islam-inspired plot to take
over certain schools in the city —
concluded that “left unchecked, [this
plot would] confine schoolchildren
within an intolerant, inward-looking
monoculture that would severely
inhibit their participation in the life of
modern Britain”. Contrast this with my
father who, when I was eight, moved
the family from Bury Park to the very
white Marsh Farm estate. My father
— a proud Pakistani — wanted to
move because he thought it was better
for my education if I went to school
with white children.
I grew up knowing we were

Muslims. For my parents’ generation
religion was personal not political.
Islam was about respect and
hospitality; being Muslim meant
doling out pilau rice to our white
neighbours and wearing new clothes

BBC
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impossible to imagine the sense of
anger the victims and their families
must feel about how others’ fear of
being thought racist allowed these
disgusting lowlifes to get away it.
What incenses me most about this
nervousness about “rock[ing] the
multicultural community boat”,
as the former Labour MP for
Rotherham, Denis MacShane,
put it, is that it assumes that to
be in favour of multiculturalism
demands turning a blind eye to
criminal behaviour. Child abuse
cases such as those in Rotherham
should not be pitting British
Pakistanis against whites, but
decent people of all backgrounds

against monsters from
whatever heritage.

This fear of being
called racist arose because
the offenders were of
Pakistani heritage and
the investigators were
mostly white. Nazir Afzal,
the British Pakistani who, as
chief crown prosecutor for
northwest England, made the
convictions happen, wasn’t
worried. Baroness Warsi, who
said “a small minority of
Pakistani men . . . believe that
white girls are fair game”, didn’t
feel muzzled. If there were more
working-class British Pakistanis
in the media and politics and the

judiciary I suspect the debate around
multiculturalism and its failures would
be healthier and more robust.

Among other things, Rotherham
and Trojan horse and the rise of
Islamic State has illustrated the
dangers in having an elite that is so
white and middle-class. It is these
white middle-class commentators who
have been busy opining on the British
Pakistani community. Their attitude to
British Pakistanis is almost exactly the
same as that of the British Pakistanis
in places like Luton and Birmingham
towards white people: they don’t know
any, but that doesn’t stop them holding
all sorts of crazy views. It’s just
another column for them, but for
some of us it is so much more.

Maybe it’s because I have a child,
but these days I find myself first
thinking about the parents. How
let down must the parents of the
13-year-old groomed by Mohsin Khan
feel now he has been released back
on to the streets of Rotherham?
How distraught must the parents of
James Foley, forced to watch their
son being murdered, be about his
senseless death?

And so finally I find myself
returning to my late father and
thinking about that first pioneer
generation. The men and women who
worked and struggled, who endured
humiliation and disappointment, who
left all they had known. It was their
hope that in the future their children
would have the success denied to their
parents, that they would feel more at
ease in this country than their parents
ever would; that their sons and
daughters would one day make them
proud to be British and Pakistani.

For that generation — my
father’s generation — the events
in Rotherham, in Syria and beyond
amount to nothing less than a bitter
betrayal of all they ever dreamt
when they chose to make this
land their home.
Sarfraz Manzoor is the author of
Greetings from Bury Park, a memoir
of growing up in Luton.
@sarfrazmanzoor

their actions but it does explain how
they got away with it.

It is the white victims who are
mostly attracting the headlines, but
Asian girls were abused too. In the
report on the Rotherham case one
Pakistani women’s group described
how British Pakistani girls were
targeted by taxi drivers and by older
men lying in wait outside school gates
at dinner times and after school.
The girls feared reporting such
incidents to the police because it
would affect their future marriage
prospects. The British Pakistani child
abusers behaved exactly like Savile
and Clifford: they had powerful friends
and pursued vulnerable victims, white
and Asian. For Savile and the rest it
was their celebrity that made them
untouchable; for the Pakistani men it
was their ethnicity.

I am a British Pakistani and I am
also the father of a young girl; it is

impossible to imagine the sense of 
anger the victims and their families 
must feel about how others’ fear of 
being thought racist allowed these 
disgusting lowlifes to get away it. 
What incenses me most about this
nervousness about “rock[ing] the 
multicultural community boat”, 
as the former Labour MP for 
Rotherham, Denis MacShane, 
put it, is that it assumes that to 
be in favour of multiculturalism
demands turning a blind eye to
criminal behaviour. Child abuse
cases such as those in Rotherham
should not be pitting British 
Pakistanis against whites, but
decent people of all backgrounds

Sarfraz Manzoor. Top: as a child
with his father and sister. Above: his
parents. Right: with daughter Laila

Fear of
being seen
as racist
allowed
disgusting
lowlifes to
get away
with it

on Eid at the mosque. Every time
I hear some goon talking about jihad
and the brotherhood of Muslims I
am reminded of something that
happened to my elderly mother a few
years ago. She was coming back from
Pakistan and flying alone. We were
late, stuck in traffic, and by the time
we got to Heathrow my mother was
nowhere to be seen.

We were in a deep panic for what
seemed ages when my brother’s
mobile phone rang. My mother had
waited but when we hadn’t turned up
she had just walked up to a Pakistani
man and told him what had happened.
This stranger had offered to take her
home and contact her family. We sped
to this man’s house; he was lovely and
Mum seemed to think what she had
done was totally normal: the man was
a British Pakistani Muslim, what could
go wrong? That is the Islam I was
raised on. These days if I try to tell my

mother that the young British
Pakistanis fighting in Syria are
Muslims she barely lets me finish the
sentence. For her those guys are just
hot-headed idiots who deserve a good
slap with her chappal.

I grew up in the era of football
hooligans. Bury Park would be in
lockdown on Saturday afternoons
as chanting Millwall fans would
rampage through the streets smashing
windows. The men in Islamic State
would, were they white and living in
the Eighties, be football hooligans.
These jihadists who have to buy Islam
for Dummies so they can add the fig
leaf of religious credibility to their
murderous actions are as Muslim as
the vile beasts in Rotherham who
plied their victims with alcohol. To
note that most sex gangs are Pakistani
is like observing that Jimmy Savile,
Rolf Harris and Max Clifford were all
white celebrities — it doesn’t explain

CLARA MOLDEN

decent people of all backgrounds
against monsters from
whatever heritage.

called racist arose because
the offenders were of
Pakistani heritage and 
the investigators were 
mostly white. Nazir Afzal, 
the British Pakistani who, as
chief crown prosecutor for
northwest England, made the
convictions happen, wasn’t
worried. Baroness Warsi, who
said “a small minority of
Pakistani men . . . believe that
white girls are fair game”, didn’t
feel muzzled. If there were more
working-class British Pakistanis
in the media and politics and the

judiciary I suspect the debate around 

decent people of all backgrounds
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Ihave been left to look
after a despondent child

QNNQ
I am a kind of
surrogate
grandmother to two
boys, eight and twelve,
whose father, a single
parent, is a friend

of mine. He works every day, so my
husband and I take the boys to school
and look after them in the afternoon
until their dad finishes work.
My friend and his former wife

have a very bad relationship and
she had long-term problems with
alcohol, so the boys live with their
father full-time. Their mother has
only seen them twice since February.
During half-term and holidays, both
boys spend their days with us, but
after half a week I’m desperate.
There are no fights, no tantrums.
They just complain they are bored.
Since they are not my children and

are unused to parental authority, I’m
in a fix, especially with the older boy.
He is overweight and unhappy about
it. Neither boy likes walking and
since we don’t have a car, outings are
limited to public transport. Cycling is
an option, but the older boy does not
like to be seen with old people. I’ve
tried money rewards with no results.
The older boy has friends at school

and one of them invited him for a
sleepover. It seems to have been an
experience he didn’t much enjoy. I
like him very much, I believe in him,
and it hurts to see him slowly sinking
into terrible despondency. I feel so
useless. How can I winkle him out of
his shell and help him to enjoy life?
Diana

ANNA
The situation you
describe seems to have
many layers that
explain this boy’s
mood. To begin with
it is clear that these

children are dealing with a difficult
family situation — having almost no
contact with their mother and being

left in your care while their father
works. Their mother sounds unstable
and with difficulties that she could be
self-medicating with alcohol. I wonder
what the boys know about their
mother’s mental state or have
experienced between their parents
before the marriage breakdown.
If they are unhappy children who

miss their mother and worry about
her, this may explain to some degree
the apathy and lack of motivation
exhibited by these boys, especially the
eldest. While you and your husband
are generously giving your time and
attention to the boys, I wonder also
whether they miss time with their
father and feel “left” by both parents.
Clearly their father has to work, but I
get a sense of two boys who may feel
somewhat abandoned by parents who,
for different reasons, do not spend
much time with them.
It seems that you are stuck in a

difficult position and have no sense
of authority with the boys when
they are with you. You say they
are “unused to parental authority”,
which suggests that they struggle
to respect their caregivers. While
this may sound counterintuitive,
children who know where they
stand in their relationships with
significant others and have
clarity about the boundaries
generally feel more settled
and emotionally contained.
It is sad that the eldest is

also unhappy because he is
overweight. It may lead to
social difficulties if he is
teased and it makes physical
activity difficult. I suspect
that without adult support
and clear routines around
diet and exercise, this boy is
unlikely to be able to address
an issue that has lifelong
implications for him.
To be successful and happy

a degree of planning is

Professor Tanya Byron required and I wonder whether
you have been left with these boys
without any discussions about
activities that can be set up for them.
Indeed, I believe this is their father’s
responsibility, something he can do
with his boys in a collaborative but
parentally assertive manner.
I am not suggesting that children

should be entertained 24/7 and I am
saddened that boredom is something
children are rarely exposed to, given
that it is an experience that can lead
to imaginative, self-generated play.
However, the boys you care for need
a structure and a plan that includes
socialising and outdoor activity. It
shows that while their father cannot
be with them, he has put a lot of
thought into their days and will
want to discuss their experiences
each evening — this makes him feel
present even when he is not around.
More fundamentally, I suggest you

start a discussion with the boys’ father
around your authority and the rules
you will put in place when the boys
are in your care, including a list of
chores they are expected to do each
day. Once this has been agreed, I
suggest drawing up a contract, to be
discussed with the boys, that includes
incentives and consequences, eg, no
screen time until chores are done. The
boys need to “know” that you are in
charge and will consult their father
with any concerns if necessary.
Do not dismiss the way you

managed your children when they
were little by saying it comes from
a different time and generation. I
actually see the parental approach
you describe as being the best
strategy — firm but fair. I feel
that younger generations of
parents can spend too much time
trying to please their children and
be their friend, while putting up
with an awful lot of negotiation
and complaining.
Finally, it is worth considering

whether the eldest boy is showing
a lack of enjoyment for life and
comfort eating. Conversations
need to be started so he is given an

opportunity to make his voice heard
and gets the emotional support his
behaviour may be showing he needs.
If you have a problem you would like
Professor Byron to help with, email
proftanyabyron@thetimes.co.uk

The
mother
sounds
unstable,
medicating
difficulties
with
alcohol

Why the
We get a snapshot
of their lives every
seven years — it’s
a fragment of who
they are, 7 Up’s
new generation
tell Hilary Rose

M
ost of us don’t
remember what
we were like
when we were 7
and are keen to
forget what we
were like when
we were 14. For

13 young people, including Alexandra,
Asif and Orala, ignorance might be
bliss, but it’s also not an option.
Every 7 years, since they were 7

years old, a BBC crew has turned up to
film their lives in a millennial version
of the iconic 1964 programme 7 Up.
Now they have all turned 21, offering a
fascinating insight into what it’s like to
be growing up in Britain today — and
the pitfalls of exposing your life on TV.
“You have to go into these things

with an open mind,” says Alexandra,
who grew up in north London and is
now a student at King’s College
London. “We all have much more to
us than is shown on the television.
They only film for three days, so they
won’t get every aspect of you, but it is
an amazing opportunity to have a
record of your life.”
A recent survey by Deloitte of 7,800

so-called millennials — people born
around the turn of the century —
found them to be serious, socially
responsible and keen to participate in
public life. They want to work for
environmentally friendly organisations
and help to create a better society; 70
per cent expect to work independently
at some point in their lives, 63 per cent
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millennials aren’t as tough as they seem

mean to you?’,” she recalls. “I think
they chose me because, when they
asked if I would choose family or
money, I said family.”
At 7 and 14 the programme showed

Orala’s close family relationships, the
importance of her faith and her
determination to do a degree in maths
or science. At one point her biological
father arrives to live with the family, to
everyone’s apparent happiness. At 21,
she puts the record straight. “He was a
terrible dad,” she says frankly. “I didn’t
want people, seven years on, to have
that smiling, happy image that was
shown in 14. I don’t think it’s anything
to sugar-coat. I had my mum, then I
had my faith. I never felt the absence
of a father figure. God was my father
and provides everything you need. I
believe that God is orchestrating
things so that I have a great life.”
Recently graduated from Reading

University with a degree in biomedical
science, Orala is trying to decide what
she wants to do. Still family-oriented
and religious, she points out that those

are only aspects of her life: she’s
interested in healthy eating and
music and she blogs about
everything from hair to sewing.
She cringes at film of herself
at 14. “It’s so embarrassing: how
I spoke, what I was wearing.
And why was my hair like that?”
So being on a programme like this

is like your past coming back to haunt
you? “Yes, but in front of everybody.”
Alexandra is the only child of

affluent London parents and a Scarlett
Johansson lookalike. She thinks the
BBC picked her because when they
asked what she wanted to do when she
grew up, she said: “Drive a submarine.”
(The family had just come back from
a holiday in Mauritius where they had
been on a submarine.) At 21, on her
year in Paris for her degree in French
and English literature, she appears
confident that the world is her oyster.
“As you get older, you auto-censor

yourself a lot more,” she says. “I was
more guarded this time than when I
was 14 and perhaps as a result I come
across as being slightly cold. I was
surprised by how brutal and determined
I came across. I didn’t want to share
details of my life with whoever’s
watching and tended to steer away
from personal relationships.”
More ambivalent than Asif

and Orala about being on the
programme, she is unsure whether
she will continue to invite
the cameras in if she gets
married and has children,
but is glad to have a
record of her life so far.
“Watching it makes

you realise how
quickly time flies.
Even when I was
14 I was aware of
trying to come
across a certain
way. I thought the
human, softer side
to me didn’t, partly
because of how I
handled myself when
I was being interviewed,
partly because of the footage
they chose.” Now entering her
last year at university, she’s

self-possessed, focused and by her
own admission very determined.
“I don’t really know what I want to

do with my life, but I know I want to
believe in whatever I do. As your
degree comes to an end there is
mounting pressure and you’re aware
you have to grab life by the horns and
take control. It’s a bit nerve-racking.”
Born and raised in Glasgow, Asif

thinks his appeal to the programme-
makers can be summed up in two
words: young, Asian. More confident
now than he was at 14, he’s about to
embark on an MA in creative media
practice at the University of West
Scotland and hopes ultimately to work
for a mental health charity.
He admits that in earlier instalments

he put on a front. “I was a confused
teen and I was trying to fit in with
friends that I wasn’t necessarily happy
with. I was thinking about what other
people would think and not about

what would make me happy.
When I was 14 I stuck with one
group of Asian friends. Now
since uni there’s a lot more
diversity and that’s helped
me integrate and embrace
all cultures and religions
and the way other people
live in Britain.”
Like Alexandra and

Orala, Asif meets the
other people featured in

the programme once every
seven years, when they have a

communal screening of the latest

instalment. Does he have
anything in common
with them apart from
age? “They have a lot
more freedom. They
are able to do stuff
without asking
their parents. It’s a
respect thing: even
though I’m an
adult I still think
it’s best to ask my
parents. That’s the

culture I come from.”
It is also a culture

steeped in religion, which
at 14 was a big part of Asif’s

life. The eldest boy of a Pakistani
Muslim family, he says his family were
happy with how he came across at 14;
he’s not sure what they’ll make of him
at 21. “Is religion still a big part of my
life? It is and it isn’t. I used to think I
had to pray five times a day. My
parents would probably like me to.”
He admits with slight embarrassment

that the whole family will probably
gather round the TV when the
programme is broadcast and watch it
together. It could be an unsettling
experience for them all.
“I’ll be someone else’s entertainment

for two minutes,” he says, thoughtfully.
“But this is my life.”
21 Up New Generation is on BBC1
tonight and tomorrow at 10.35pm

donate to charity and 43 per cent
are active in volunteering.
Another survey, by the Pew

Research Center, found thisgeneration
is less drawn to traditional political
and religious institutions, preferring to
connect via social media. UBS Wealth
Management found that, scarred by
the financial crisis, adults aged 21-36
are the most fiscally conservative
since the Great Depression.
The counterpoint to this worthy

image is nailed forcefully by a satirical
video on YouTube, entitledMillennials
in the Workplace Training Video. This
discusses the problems of employing
people who think the day starts at
10.30am, who expect extravagant
praise for the smallest actions and who
are, as Jack MacKenzie, a generational
trend analyst, put it recently in The
New York Times, possessed of “a level
of optimism that most people think is
almost silly”. Paul Harvey, associate
professor of management at the
University of New Hampshire, says
that millennials have “unrealistic
expectations and a strong resistance
towards accepting negative feedback”.
Orala is one of the children picked

age 6 to star in 7 Up 2000. She lives in
Hackney, northeast London, with her
mother, who is Nigerian, her stepfather
and her sisters. “The programme
makers came to my school and asked
us questions like ‘What does love

It’sembarrassing:
how I spoke,what
I wore. Why was
my hair likethat?

Alexandraat
21 and at 14

Orala at 21
and at 14

Asif at 21
and at 14

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER JAMES GLOSSOP, BBC/ITV STUDIOS
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he says. “Maybe they’ve been slightly
naive, but if you’re getting into bed
with these people: agents, promoters,
PRs . . . PRs are ridiculous. You pay
£2,000 and for what?” (He now has a
manager, but went to Edinburgh
entirely without PR and with only one
poster, which he kept on stage. As with
many other Free Fringe shows, he still
attracted queues around the block.)
Kearns thinks the tide is now

turning towards more freedom for
acts. A major promoter told him about
potential plans next year to charge a
comedian for room hire then let them
do what they like in terms of ticketing,
no longer prescribing prices. For his
part Kearns suggests the return of the
Five-Pound Fringe, which operated at
a fiver a ticket, or a festival wristband
like those at music festivals, allowing
you access to different stages.
There certainly seems to be a

critical mass towards something less
money-driven: of about 3,000 shows
on the Fringe line-up, roughly 1,000
were free this year. Free venues have
attracted big names such as Robin
Ince, Phill Jupitus and if.comedy (now
Foster’s) award-winner Brendon
Burns, and are often surrounded by a
slightly anarchic buzz that more
resembles that of the Fringe
after it was set up in 1947.
Kearns was drawn to the
Free Fringe not through
any political ideals but
out of necessity. “Last
year when no one
would touch me —
trusted me enough
to give me a chance
— I had to do Free
Fringe because I
couldn’t afford a paid
venue. It was as
simple as that.”
I meet Kearns

on the South Bank
in London, a
significant place
for him. He can
see St Thomas’

‘The Free Fringe is like a new poli
If you tried to buy a ticket to see the hottest comedian
at Edinburgh this year, the joke’s on you. John Kearns
is a champion of being funny for free, says Alex Hardy

T
here’s something of
the mild-mannered
Robin Hood about
John Kearns, who
last month won the
Foster’s Edinburgh
Comedy Award
(originally the Perrier).

Nationwide, very few people have
seen him, yet to those who have,
his reputation is huge: his morose
slice-of-life style is compared to that
of Tony Hancock, his absurdism
(Kearns wears a wig and false teeth on
stage) to Harry Hill. Kearns is also
contributing to a revolution in comedy
by cutting through the industry’s
commercialism. As well as being the
first act to win the Edinburgh Fringe’s
highest accolade just a year after he
won the Best Newcomer award, he’s
also the first to win it performing at a
Free Fringe venue, a non-ticketed set-
up where audience members instead
put a donation in a bucket.
Just as the feminist comedian

Bridget Christie last year wore a “No
More Page Three” T-shirt to collect
her award, so this year Kearns wore a
badge marked “PBH’s Free Fringe”,
pinned on to him by comedian Peter
Buckley Hill, who started running free
venues in 1996. “It’s like politics,” 27-
year-old Kearns, passionate but
measured, tells me. “You create a new
party — the Free Fringe is like a new
political party trying to fight the big
beasts — and that takes years.”
Compared with Free Fringe venues

such as Buckley Hill’s and Bob
Slayer’s, “the other venues seem like
dinosaurs”, says Kearns. “And the
only people getting hurt are
comedians — they’re spending a
s***-load of money. Comics can pay
£15,000 for Edinburgh and work all
year paying it off. If you showed the
plan of going to Edinburgh to an
A-level student studying business
studies or economics they would not
believe anyone signed up to it.”
Many comedians in pay-for venues

“just haven’t been looked after right”,

Comics
can pay
£15,000
to play at
Edinburgh
and work
all year
paying
it off
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security. He had a lot on his plate. In
those years, when would he have had
an hour and a half with his thoughts?”
says Kearns, with sympathy. Blair’s
thoughts were rudely interrupted
when one of the lead actors made a
protest during the curtain call. “He
[the actor] started shouting and people
bustled him off — it’s like, ‘Don’t be a
dick, mate.’ I think it was insensitive.”
Another brush with a big name

marked Kearns’s first comedy gig in
London in 2006. A year into university
and performing sets in Norwich,
Kearns had never been to a comedy
club before taking to the stage just off
Oxford Street — at a line-up
headlined by Russell Brand. Brand
passed on to Kearns a tip from Eddie
Izzard: “It takes your first 100 gigs to
even know what you’re doing.” Kearns
recounts that advice, with the
postscript: “Add a zero to that.”
Eight years later and Kearns, after a

lot of “awful gigs”, has certainly
cracked his current comedy persona;
the question is: what next? He is
unique and revered enough to become
a cult comedian, similar to the 2001
Perrier winner Daniel Kitson, but
Kearns seems to be stretching his
wings in more mainstream directions.
This month he will perform his award-
winning show at Soho Theatre; he is
also starring in a BBC Three comedy
Top Coppers and, in a project more
likely to mark him out, is recording
a Radio 4 series. You get the feeling
that, freed of the wig and teeth that
helped him get where he is now, there
is an even bigger comic voice waiting
to emerge.
John Kearns performs Shtick at
the Soho Theatre, London W1, from
Sept 24 to Oct 18

sounds of comedy, it seems ironic that
one of his most noticeable tricks is
visual. He started wearing a tonsure
wig and buck teeth on stage in 2012,
when he was struggling to find the
right stage persona. “You can read a
lot into it but it is just stupid. It just
loosened me up: I just felt funny, silly,
and it felt like the words I was saying

matched how I looked.” Kearns drew
influence too from another of his
comedy heroes, Vic Reeves, who in the
ITV sketch showMonkey Trousers
played a crime-fighter wearing “bad
fake teeth and a mad ginger wig. It’s
the hardest I think I’ve ever laughed.”
As deeply thoughtful as Kearns is

about his craft, it was a much more
simple instinct that first took him to
the stage, while at school at the
London Oratory. “It was just this case
of it looked like fun,” he says. He
studied there with Tony Blair’s
children and one production brought
him into close contact with the prime
minister at the height of the Iraq war
in May 2005. In Timberlake
Wertenbaker’s Our Country’s Good—
a play soaked with themes of military
and justice — Kearns played a
hangman who had to prepare his co-
star Kathryn Blair to be hanged.
Her father watched: “They had to

keep the house lights up because of

tical party fighting the big beasts’

I had to do Free
Fringe because
I couldn’t afford
a paid venue

Best on
the Free
Fringe
2014

John Kearns and, left,
accepting the Foster’s
Edinburgh Comedy
Award last week

Hospital, where he was born, and it is
close to Streatham in south London,
where he grew up. We’re a stone’s
throw from Westminster, where until
late last October he worked as a tour
guide at the Houses of Parliament. He
often sits and writes in the National
Theatre, which was designed by the
same architect (Denys Lasdun) as the
University of East Anglia campus in
Norwich, where Kearns studied
English and drama and performed his
first stand-up gigs at the age of 18.
Kearns’s distinctive performing style

perhaps reflects the unusual way in
which he discovered comedy —
aurally rather than visually. “My dad
played comedy tapes in the car:
Steptoe and Son, Dad’s Army. I heard
Blackadder Goes Forth and episodes of
Only Fools and Horses before I saw
them and I heard Jerry Seinfeld before
I saw him do stand-up. Robin Williams
— all these people. You learn the

rhythms and the writing just pops out
when you listen to things.” As a
teenager in the early 2000s he bought
the same music as his mates — the
Strokes, the Vines, the White Stripes.
“But my kind of punk was like Sam
Kinison or getting a Bill Cosby album
that no one had heard.”
Kearns is particularly full of praise

for Hancock. “It’s the detail of it: when
he’s having a shave he talks about the
cool steel and the badger brush, it’s
just extraordinary.” It’s certainly a tone
that is present in Kearns’s award-
winning show Shtick, in which he talks
evocatively about the rolled-up
toothpaste in his nan’s bathroom and
her frog-shaped soap dish. It doesn’t
sound too funny, but it is, owing to the
sheer force of Kearns’s comic presence
and the way he soaks his low-key
stories with offbeat observations and
vivid emotional tones.
Given that he is so tuned to the

0 Kieran Hodgson French Exchange
The young character comic
recreates a trip to France that his
school took ten years ago, leaping
from the persona of himself as an
awkward youngster to that of his
teachers and each member of the
family he stayed with — including
the dog.

0 John-Luke Roberts Stnad-Up
A regular writer for Radio 4 and
one of the leading lights of the

Alternative Comedy
Memorial Society,
Roberts is on odd

and anarchic
form as he

pretends
to write a
show that
isn’t about

his recent
relationship break-up.

0 Andrew Watts
Feminism for Chaps
A conservative-looking
man in a suit, Watts
champions the feminist
cause with originality.
He also elegantly
ponders why feminism
sometimes flies out of
the window when
women become
mothers.

0 LiamWilliams
Capitalism
The Oxford graduate
creates a tense
atmosphere — and
spars with a Tyler
Durden-esque alter ego
— as he outlines the
challenges facing him
and his generation.
This sharp show earned
him a Foster’s Edinburgh
Comedy Award
nomination.

0 Luisa Omielan
Am I Right Ladies?!
The follow-up to the
hugely successful What
Would Beyoncé Do?! is
party comedy that veers
between the raucous and
the heartfelt as Omielan,
right, discusses issues
including sex, depression
and female empowerment.
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Wing Commander Ken Rees
Pilot who was involved in planning the ‘Great Escape’ from Stalag Luft III but was discovered by a German guard as he left the tunnel

Rees, who flew a Wellington during the war, left the RAF in 1945 but rejoined and stayed in the Service until 1968

Ruggedanddefiant,withamischievous
sense of humour, Ken Rees embodied
the spirit of those Allied airmen who
challenged Hitler’s tyranny even after
being shot down and taken prisoner—
and he helped to ensure that they
would not be forgotten long after the
war ended.
The stocky Welshman was one of

thosemenwho, under the leadership of
Squadron Leader Roger Bushell, dug
the three tunnels, famously known as
Tom, Dick and Harry, from the north
compound at Stalag Luft III, culminat-
ing in the “Great Escape” on the night
of March 24-25, 1944.
Years later, Rees,who flewmore than

50 bombingmissions before being shot
down, said the tension on the night of
the escape was “stomach churning . . .
almost worse than before any opera-
tion I could remember.”
Though 76 airmen ofmanynational-

ities escaped through the tunnel, Rees
was not one of them; a German sentry
wandering off his path almost fell into
the escape tunnel and sounded the
alarm. “A shot rang out,” saidRees, who
would have been the 77th man out.
“Heart in my throat, fear battling with
complete frustration, I went backwards
to Leicester Square [part of the tunnel]
. . . I cannot describe the sheer and in-
tense relief I felt climbingup that ladder
andback into thehut. Iwas the lastman
up. They shut the trap door behindme.”
But Rees had almost become the first

casualty: 50 men would be shot by the
Gestapo after they were recaptured —
on Hitler’s direct orders.
As German officers and guards

attempted to establish the magnitude
of the escape, and to search and count

the remaining prisoners, Rees clashed
with one of the guards. Another Ger-
man known as “Rubberneck” had got
outhis revolver andwas aimingatRees.
“Staring into that barrel, two feet from
my nose, I thought, ‘God, this is it’. ” He
was saved by the intervention of the
camp kommandant andwas sent to the
camp prison, known as the cooler.
It was not the first time that Rees had

come close to death:on the first occa-
sion he was saved only by the fact that
he was unable to find his flying boots
and borrowed a pair three sizes too big.
His 56th operational mission in-

volved laying mines in the Karmsund
Channel, between the islandofKarmoy
and the Norwegianmainland. German
shipping used the channel for safe pas-
sage to Stavanger and it was thought
the battleship Tirpitzmight use it as an
anchorage. On the face of it, the opera-
tion was straightforward and intelli-
gence reports suggested that German
ground fire would not be heavy.
TheWellington bomber “N forNuts”

piloted by Rees was one of seven air-
craft on the mission. As soon as he
began the run-in to drop the mines, his
aircraft was vigorously engaged by
ground fire. The fuselagewas set ablaze
and the starboard engine knocked out.
Rees spotted the surface of a lake

reflecting the moonlight and brought
the crippled bomber down in shallow

water. With three of his crew, Rees
scrambled clear but he lost his bor-
rowed flying boots. When he and the
navigator returned to the crash site 27
years later, they found the size 12 boots
still jammed under the rudder bar.
After interrogationbyLuftwaffe intel-

ligence and the Gestapo, he was sent to
Stalag Luft III at Sagan in Silesia, which
had been designed to prevent escape.
Constructed in a clearing in a vast pine
forest, every hut stood on short stilts in
an attempt to frustrate tunnelling. His
compound held 900 captured airmen,
with more arriving regularly.
Rees arrived at Stalag Luft

III in November 1942 just
after Bushell— known as
Big X — had been put
in charge of the es-
cape committee and
set about putting the busi-
ness of escape on a military footing.
The aimwas not only to getmen home,
but to disrupt the German war effort.
The followingApril, the airmenwere

moved from the east compound to the
new north compound, where the
escape committee decided to dig three
highly sophisticated tunnels — 30ft
deep, 300ft long, with electric lighting
and air conditioning — under central
control. There would be no private

enterprise. Tom was discovered after
five months of digging; Dick was aban-
doned for storage; butHarry,whichwas
dug under a stove through a concrete
foundation in Hut 104, was completed
inMarch 1944. Rees was a keymember
of the digging teams.
“It could be a little unnerving when

there was a sudden fall of sand and you
were left in complete darkness

until
another fat lamp

could be sent up, but generally
you were kept far too busy to brood on
anydanger,”hewrote inhismemoir,Lie
In The Dark and Listen.
“If you were on Halfway House

duties, though, you had a lot of spare
time to consider your position. It could
suddenlyoccur toyou that youwereac-
tually in a two-foot square tunnel,
twenty-five feet down under the Vor-
lagwer, and totally dependent for your
survival there on basically only flimsy

bedboards holding off tons of earth
above you.”
Hugequantitiesofbrightyellowsand

were hidden around thecamp,
some by men
known as
“Penguins”
because of
the

way
bags

hidden in their
trousers obliged

them to walk.
The escape committee aimed

to get 200 men out of the camp and all
of them were supplied with either
civilian clothing or German military
uniforms, escape rations and forged
papers either made in the camp or sup-
plied throughBritish intelligence in the
prisoners’ mail. Of the 76 who got out,
three made it back to England.
Ken Rees did not arrive home until

more than a year later after being
marched westwards by the Germans
under terrible conditions. He was
among the prisoners liberated by the
BritishArmyonMay 2, 1945, and flown
to England.

He was met by his entire family at
Ruabon station innorthWales—apart
from his wife, Mary, who he had mar-
ried just a few days before he was shot
down and now had to travel from the
south of England. “At about 4.30am I
met the London train with Mary on it.
Shewas laughingandhuggingandkiss-
ing me all at once when suddenly she
stopped and smiled at me in a way that
made my heart stop altogether . . . ‘For
you,’ she said, ‘the war is over’. ”
The couple had two children: Mar-

tyn, who served with the RAF and now
works for a software company in Ban-
gor; and a daughter, Suzanne, who is a
child and youth mental clinician in
BritishColumbia,Canada.Marydied in
2012 after 70 years of marriage.
Henry Kenneth Rees was born in

Wrexham in 1921, the fourth of the six
children ofHRRees, a farmer andbusi-
nessman. “If thewar hadn’t intervened,
insteadof the stuff of films I supposemy
life could have been the stuff of televi-
sion,” he wrote in his memoir. “Are You
Being Served say, rather than The Great
Escape. My father had me down for a
nice steady career at Gorringe’s, then
one of the smartest stores in London . . .
well, I escaped Gorringe’s, lied about
my age and joined the RAF instead. “At
17 I craved danger and excitement; I
liked fast planes and cars, rugby and
women, not necessarily in that order.”
He joined the RAF as a trainee pilot

on September 5, 1939, and left the Ser-
vice in 1945afterhis request to return to
flying in the war against Japan was
turned down.
After a few months farming, he

sought out Wing Commander Harry
“Wings” Day, a former Senior British
Officer at StalagLuft IIIwhowaswork-
ing at theAirMinistry, and rejoined the
RAF. He became an instructor and
resumed his rugby career. In 1953 he
became the first player from north
Wales to captain London Welsh.
He saw active service in Cyprus dur-

ing the EOKA terrorist campaign, in
the Suez operation of 1956 and in Ken-
ya. In 1961 he took over command of a

Vickers ‘Valiant’ V
Bomber squadron
but, after commanding

RAF Gan in the Indian
Ocean, retired in 1968.

Heandhiswife ranapostoffice at
Bangor-on-Dee and later the Sandy-
mount Private Members Club in Rho-
neigr, where he had a pint with his son
Martyn just ten days ago.
Ken Rees never forgot his wartime

comrades and, through his involve-
ment with the RAF and PoW asso-
ciations he ensured that those who had
lost their lives would not be forgotten.
In 1969, with Gwynn Martin, the

navigator of theWellington he was fly-
ing when he was shot down in 1942,
Rees returned to the crash site in Nor-
way and recovered the body of the rear
gunner who had been trapped in his
turret. They buried him with military
honours in thecemeteryatHaugesund.
He also returned to Stalag Luft III.

“We would do anything to disrupt the
Germans,” he recalled. We were cap-
able,well trainedandwell prepared.We
felt almost invincible.”

Wing Commander Ken Rees, wartime
pilot, was born on February 2, 1921. He
died on August 30, 2014, aged 93

He said the tension on
the night of the escape
was ‘stomach churning’



the times |Monday September 1 2014 FGM 45

Register

Sally Morphet
Foreign Office official whose encyclopaedic knowledge of the UN came to the rescue of politicians and diplomats over 30 years
“Goand talk toSallyMorphet: she’s for-
gottenmore about theUNthanmost of
us have ever known.” This instruction
was frequently passed to policy makers
in the corridors of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office where, for
more than 30 years, Sally Morphet
reigned with quiet assurance in the de-
partment drafting research for policy.
She became known for her unparal-

leled knowledge of the workings of the
UN, producing reports that were sharp,
accurate and impeccably neutral.
“Whenever I rang the FCO and the

person I was talking to couldn’t help,
they would say, ‘I don’t know the
answer to that question — but I know
the person who does’ and that person
was SallyMorphet,” said PeterWilletts,
emeritus professor of Global Politics at
City University, London.
He firstmetMorphet via their shared

interest in the non-aligned movement,
the grouping of countries not allied to
superpowers. “Sally had none of the
public school bluster of some foreign
office types,” Willetts said. She was
a regular contributor to academic

journals and books on subjects
spanning the UN, international peace-
keeping, human rights, the environ-
ment, NGOs, self-determination and
peacekeeping. She left the Foreign
Office in 2000 but is still remembered

for the clarity of her thinking, and
foresight in questions of development.
Colleagues credit the consistently high
standard of her work with helping to
preserve the Research Analysts’
Department in an era of cost-cutting at
Whitehall.
Sally Francis Richmond was a twin,

born inAberdeen in 1940.After thewar,
the family moved to Jerusalem where
her father, John Richmond, worked for
the Palestine Archaeological Museum.
He was recruited by the FCO and
became the UK ambassador to Kuwait
and later Sudan.
She boarded with her sister Emma at

St Leonard’s Mayfield School in East
Sussex, and at 16 left to attend a
Catholic university in Texas where her
father was serving as British consul-
general. So stimulating was the Texan
teaching that Cambridge — where she
read history and philosophy at Newn-
ham—proved a let-down. A year after
leaving Cambridge, she met her future
husband Richard Morphet at a tea
party in Kings’ College. She shared a
love of art with her husband, who

later became keeper of modern art
at the Tate.
In 1966, Morphet joined the FCO

specialising from 1974 onwards, on
international and UN questions. Her
office was stacked high with UN docu-
ments. “It looked a state, but she knew
the order,” a colleague said. “Senior
people from other countries coming in
would often look nonplussed. Then
Sally would begin to speak, and they
soon realised she knew what she was
talking about.”
Her thoroughness was well-known.

A colleague who asked for Morphet’s
help with a briefing for a UK-USmeet-
ing to discuss a new Arab-Israeli peace
effort recalls that he had been asked to
research the possible response of other
countries to the initiative. “When I
came to the ‘other countries’ attitudes,
all the material was neatly flagged-up,
assessed and predigested.”
LaterMorphet co-authored the book

The South in World Politics (2010).
Academics were fascinated in parti-
cular byherwritings on theworkings of
the UN caucuses or regional power

groupings. “Academics often know the
theory but Sally knew how the UN
worked in practice,” Willetts said.
A Roman Catholic, Morphet saw the

world as a human fraternity, and while
travelling kept close contact with her
husband and two daughters, Thea
and Selina, both of whom are now
full-time mothers.
Their home was always open to

friends, who recall stimulating chats
about the latest art, film or books over
informal suppers. An inveterate reader,
Morphet kept the television in a small
room at the top of the house. Her habit
of weekly horse rides was cut short by
the painful toll of Lewy-Body disease, a
neurological disorder that entails the
gradual shutting down of all the body’s
functions. Those close to her recall the
touching sight of her husband gently
helpinghermove fromroomto roomas
her movement became impaired.

Sally Morphet, Foreign and
Commonwealth Office official, was born
on July 8, 1940. She died on April 22,
2014, aged 73

Sir David Mitchell
Conservative minister and wine merchant who played a key role in the Channel Tunnel project and was a staunch Thatcherite

Mitchell inspects a model of the Channel Tunnel trains in 1986 and, above right,
with his French counterpart Jacques Douffiagues in the tunnel in 1987

Having left schoolat 16with fewqualifi-
cations and thoughts of becoming a
market gardener, David Mitchell’s
career took a surprising course. He
managed to indulge his two great pas-
sions in life: politics andwine.As anMP
for more than 30 years he championed
the rightsof small businesses, thebuild-
ing of the Channel Tunnel and the
preservation of the Settle-Carlisle rail-
way line; concurrently he was a
successful vintner whose maternal
grandfather, Sir Alfred Bower, had
founded the celebrated bar and wine
merchant El Vino.
Mitchell becameamemberof StPan-

cras borough council in the late 1950s
and unsuccessfully contested St Pan-
cras North. However, he hadmore luck
when he was elected Conservative MP
forBasingstoke in 1964, serving thecon-
stituency until 1983 when he turned his
attentions to North West Hampshire
(the seat he held until his retirement).
In his memoir From House to House:

The Endless Adventures of Politics and
Wine, published in 2008, Mitchell
recalled an alarming experience while
canvassing voters in Andover. “I was
talking to a young army officer’s wife
when a red setter appeared. I said: ‘Ar-
en’tyoubeautiful?Aren’tyougorgeous?
I’d like to take you home’. Suddenly her
furioushusbandappeared.Hethought I
was talking to his wife.”
He was a notably capable minister,

butwhat servedhimbestpoliticallywas
that people liked him. With his thick-
rimmedglasses andowlishappearance,
Mitchell was known for his kindness,
quick mind and pleasant manner. He
served for two years in the Conserva-
tive Whips’ office before founding the
Conservative Small Business Bureau.
In 1980 he was appointed by Thatcher
as under-secretary of industry; his ef-
forts to raise the statusof small business
couldbe readas “the tonic toThatcher’s
gin”, as Matthew Parris wrote in the
foreword to Mitchell’s memoir.
When he was named under-

secretaryat theNorthern Irelandoffice
in 1981, he had to contend with large-
scale problems caused by industrial
decay that was a consequence of the
Troubles. Ever optimistic, he would
often say: “If we do everything we can,
progress will eventually come.” He felt
especially proud when, on the day he
left the post to becomeunder-secretary

of transport, editorials appeared in
both the Catholic and Protestant press
praising his work in the region.
On thenight he learnt of his appoint-

ment as minister for transport in 1986
—the result of a reshuffle that followed
Michael Heseltine’s resignation — he
tookhiswife out for dinner and raised a
glass to thedepartingminister for facili-
tating his promotion. A railway enthu-
siast, he could now show his interest in
and commitment to the UK’s train

network.When British Rail threatened
to close the Settle-Carlisle line because
of growing expenses and the need for
repair works, he provided time for the
devising of alternative measures. This
ultimately paved the way for the gov-
ernment’s refusal in 1989 to agree to the
line’s closure. He led the debate on the
building of the Channel Tunnel and
was the first minister to walk through it
when the British and French tunnel
work finally joined.

David Bower Mitchell was born in
1928 to JamesMitchell andMonaEliza-
beth Blackett, née Bower. He was edu-
cated atAldenhamSchool inHertford-
shire but was forced to start working
when his family ran into financial
troubles. He spent five years on a farm
before joiningElVino in 1951. The com-
pany, which he helped to run for
decades, owned a bar on Fleet Street
that was a favoured watering hole of
journalists, lawyers and City types for
generations. As joint managing direct-
or with his brother Christopher, and
later company chairman, he was

responsible for buying wines from
France, making regular visits to
Bordeaux and Burgundy. He could
identify the provenance and the year of
wines just by smelling them.
Mitchell arranged El Vino supplies

for Thatcher’s private secretary, Ian
Gow(whoalsobecameaclose friend), to
help to charm MPs. He once managed
to persuade Thatcher, Edward Heath
and JohnMajor to autograph bottles for
a fundraiser— he carefully selected “an
austere, feminine claret” for Thatcher,
“a full-bodied claret” for Heath and “a
superb young wine” for Major. Event-
ually he sold his stake in El Vino to
Christopher and his two sons, Anthony
and Michael.
He married Pamela Haward in 1954,

though they later separated and she

died in 2005. Together they had two
sons and a daughter. Their eldest son
Andrew isMP for Sutton Coldfield and
was chief whip from 2010 to 2012. They
served together for ten years in the
House and he would refer to his son as
“his honourable and filial friend”.
Family tiesdidnot stopMitchell from

voicing the concerns of his consti-
tuents. On one occasion he gave
Andrewahard timeabout theworkings
of a child support agency, for which he
had ministerial responsibility. His
other son Graham is a wine merchant
who runs his own company, The Wine
Explorer; his daughter Suki was
secretary to the former Times editor
Charles Douglas-Home before settling
down with a family.
Mitchell was knighted in 1988. He

later became master of the Worshipful
Company of Vintners, where he would
entertain his bibulous friends. A great
lover of donkeys, he kept two —when
he sold his house in Odiham and
moved to his final abode elsewhere in
thevillage , hemadeadealwith thenew
owners that they would continue to
look after them so that he could still
visit his favourite pets.
He owned a camper van which he

would often park in remote places— in
France, the Pyrenees and, above all,
Yorkshire, where he would holiday as a
boy. To the end of his life he was never
happier thanwhenwalking through the
heather on the Yorkshire moors.

Sir David Mitchell, Conservative
politician and wine merchant, was born
on June 20, 1928. He died on August 30,
2014, aged 86

He was optimistic that
things would improve in
Northern Ireland

PA ARCHIVE

Sally Morphet was impeccably neutral
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Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15 The Housing
Enforcers 10.00 Homes Under the
Hammer 11.00 Street Patrol UK
11.45 Caught Red Handed 12.15pm
Bargain Hunt 1.00 BBC News;
Weather 1.30 BBC Regional News;
Weather 1.45 Doctors 2.15 Celebrity
Pressure Pad 3.00 Escape to the
Country 3.45 A Taste of Britain
4.30 Flog It! 5.15 Pointless 6.00
BBC News 6.30 BBC Regional News
Programmes 7.00 The One Show
7.30 Inside Out 8.00 EastEnders
8.30 Stolen Childhoods: The
Grooming Scandal — Panorama
9.00 New Tricks 10.00 BBC News
10.25 BBC Regional News; Weather
10.35 21 Up New Generation 11.35
Football Focus: Transfer Deadline
Day Special 12.15am Live at the
Apollo 1.05-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.05am Homes Under the Hammer
7.05 Animal Saints and Sinners 7.50
Animal Park 8.20 Sign Zone 10.35
Click 11.00 BBC News 11.30 BBC
World News 12.00 Daily Politics
1.00pm Triathlon 2.30 The Chef’s
Protégé 3.00 Celebrity MasterChef
3.45 Nature’s Weirdest Events
4.45 Great British Railway Journeys
5.15 Put Your Money Where Your
Mouth Is 6.00 Two Tribes. Quiz
6.30 Eggheads. Quiz show 7.00
University Challenge: Class of 2014
8.00 University Challenge 8.30 Only
Connect 9.00 Alex Polizzi: The Fixer
10.00 Him & Her: The Wedding
10.30 Newsnight 11.20 The Two
Amigos: A Gaucho Adventure
12.20am Dragons’ Den 1.20-2.20
Sign Zone: Great War Diaries

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
Jo Frost Family Matters 1.30 ITV
News; Weather 2.00 Judge Rinder
3.00 Tipping Point 4.00 Who’s
Doing the Dishes? 5.00 The Chase
6.00 Regional News 6.30 ITV News;
Weather 7.00 Emmerdale 7.30
Coronation Street 8.00 The Food
We Eat: Tonight 8.30 Coronation
Street 9.00 Long Lost Family 10.00
ITV News at Ten and Weather 10.30
Regional News 10.40 Michael
Flatley: A Night to Remember 11.40
All Star Family Fortunes 12.35am
Jackpot247 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle
Show USA 3.40 ITV Nightscreen
5.05-6.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun. DOuble bill 7.35 The
King of Queens 8.00 Everybody
Loves Raymond 9.00 Frasier 10.00
Undercover Boss 11.00 Location,
Location, Location 12.00 Channel 4
News 12.05pm Celebrity Coach Trip

12.35 Come Dine with Me 1.40 Win
It Cook It 2.10 Phil Spencer: Secret
Agent 3.10 Countdown 4.00 Deal or
No Deal 5.00 Come Dine with Me
6.00 The Simpsons 6.30 Hollyoaks
7.00 Channel 4 News 8.00 Jamie’s
Comfort Food 8.30 Gadget Man
9.00 Royal Marines Commando
School 10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats
Does Countdown 11.00 Pakistan’s
Hidden Shame 12.00 How to Be a
Billionaire 1.00am FILM: Paradise
— Faith (2012) Drama starring
Maria Hofstatter 2.55 Scandal
3.45 Sarah Beeny’s Selling Houses
4.40 Gordon Ramsay’s Home
Cooking 5.05-6.00 Deal or No Deal

Sky1
6.00am The Real A&E 7.00
Futurama 9.00 NCIS: Los Angeles
11.00 Hawaii Five-0 1.00pm
NCIS: Los Angeles 3.00 Modern
Family 4.00 Futurama 5.00 The
Simpsons 5.30 Futurama 6.30 The
Simpsons 8.00 Duck Quacks Don’t
Echo 9.00 50 Ways to Kill Your
Mammy 10.00 Glee 11.00 NCIS:
Los Angeles 1.00am Hawaii Five-0
3.00 Road Wars 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News
8.30 World Business Report 8.45
BBC World News 9.30 HARDtalk
10.00 BBC World News 10.30
World Business Report 10.45 Sport
Today 11.00 BBC World News 12.00
GMT 1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 HARDtalk
4.00 Global 5.30 World Business
Report 5.45 Sport Today 6.00
Outside Source 6.30 Focus on
Africa 7.00 World News Today with
Zeinab Badawi 8.30 World Business
Report 8.45 Sport Today 9.00
Business Edition with Tanya Beckett
9.30 HARDtalk 10.00 BBC World
News America 11.00 Newsday 11.30
Asia Business Report 11.45 Sport
Today 12.00 Newsday 12.30am
Asia Business Report 12.45 Sport
Today 1.00 Newsday 1.30 Asia
Business Report 1.45 Sport Today
2.00 BBC World News 2.30 Asia
Business Report 2.45 Sport Today
3.00 BBC World News 3.30 Asia
Business Report 3.45 Sport Today
4.00 BBC World News 4.30
HARDtalk 5.00 BBC World News
5.30 World Business Report
5.45-6.00 BBC World News

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Football League Gold 7.00
WWE: Bottom Line 8.00 Goals on
Sunday 9.00 Ford Football Special
10.30 Rise as One 11.30 Football
Gold. Four back-to-back episodes

12.30 The Fall and Rise of Leicester
City 1.00 FL72 Review 2.00 Goals
on Sunday 3.00 Ford Football
Special 4.30 Fantasy Football: The
Highlights 5.00 Football’s Greatest
Players 5.30 Soccer AM: The Best
Bits 6.30 FL72 Review 7.30 Live
Elite League Speedway: Lakeside
Hammers v Poole Pirates. Action
from the Arena Essex Raceway
9.30 Speedway Gold 10.00 The Fall
and Rise of Leicester City 10.30
FL72 Review 11.30 SPFL Round-Up
12.00 Elite League Speedway
2.00am SPFL Round-Up 2.30
Fantasy Football: The Highlights
3.00 Elite League Speedway
5.00 SPFL Round-Up 5.30-6.00
Fantasy Football: The Highlights

Sky Sports 2
6.00am Top 14 Rugby Union
Highlights 6.30 Sporting Rivalries
7.00 GAA 9.30 Top 14 Rugby Union
Highlights 10.00 Sporting Rivalries
10.30 Game Changers 11.30
Football’s Greatest Players 12.00
Football’s Greatest Teams 12.30pm
Football’s Greatest Managers 1.00
Top 14 Rugby Union Highlights 1.30
Sporting Rivalries 2.00 Sporting
Greats 2.30 Top 14 Rugby Union
Highlights 3.00 Game Changers
4.00 WWE: Raw 6.00 Live
Women’s International T20 Cricket:
England v South Africa 10.00
Super League Fulltime 11.00
WWE: Late Night — Bottom Line
12.00 WWE: Late Night — Afterburn
1.00am Live WWE: Late Night
— Raw. Wrestling coverage from
the States 4.15 WWE From the
Vault 4.45 WWE Slam City
5.00-6.00 Super League Fulltime

Sky Sports 3
6.00am WWE From the Vault 6.30
WWE Slam City 7.00 Sporting
Rivalries 7.30 Sporting Greats 8.00
US Open Tennis 9.00 Sporting
Rivalries 9.30 Sporting Greats
10.00 US Open Tennis 11.00 Racing
News 11.30 Surf Unleashed 12.00
US Open Tennis 1.00pm Sporting
Rivalries 1.30 Surf Unleashed
2.00 WWE: Experience 3.00
US Open Tennis 4.00 Live US
Open Tennis. Coverage of day eight
of the Grand Slam event 12.00
Live US Open Tennis. Further
coverage of day eight 4.00am
Sporting Rivalries 4.30 Sporting
Greats 5.30-6.00 Surf Unleashed

British Eurosport
7.30am Speedway Grand Prix
9.00 European Rally Championship
9.30 Cycling: Vuelta a España
10.30 Badminton 12.00 Equestrian
1.30pm US Open Tennis 4.00 Live
US Open Tennis. Coverage of day
eight of the Grand Slam event
from Flushing Meadows 12.30-
12.45am Motorsports Weekend

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer for the
Day 5.45 Farming Today 5.58 Tweet
of the Day 6.00 Today 9.00 The
Educators (r) 9.30 The Ideas That
Make Us (r) 9.45 (LW) Daily Service
9.45 Book of the Week: Hopeful
10.00 Woman’s Hour 11.00 The
Lessons of Ray Honeyford 11.30 The
Cold Swedish Winter 12.00 News
12.01pm (LW) Shipping 12.04 Home
Front 12.15 You and Yours 1.00 The
World at One 1.45 Penguin Post
Office 2.00 The Archers (r) 2.15
Afternoon Drama: Slipping 3.00
Quote: Unquote 3.30 The Food
Programme 4.00 A Theatre for
Everyman 4.30 Beyond Belief 5.00
PM 5.54 (LW) Shipping 6.00 News
6.30 Just a Minute 7.00 The Archers
7.15 Front Row 7.45 Dark Fire 8.00
Digitising Stalin 8.30 Crossing
Continents (r) 9.00 Mum and Dad
and Mum 9.30 The Educators (r)
10.00 The World Tonight 10.45
Book at Bedtime 11.00 Word of
Mouth (r) 11.30 Today in Parliament
12.30am Book of the Week: Hopeful
(r) 12.48 Shipping 1.00 As BBC
World Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06
HARDtalk 9.30 The Why Factor
9.50 More or Less 10.00 World
Update 11.00 News 11.06 Outside
Source 12.00 News 12.06pm
Outlook 1.00 Newshour 2.00
Newshour 3.00 News 3.06 Business
Daily 3.30 Heart and Soul 4.00 The
Newsroom 4.30 Sport Today 5.00
The Newsroom 5.30 World Business
Report 6.00 World Have Your Say
7.00 The Newsroom 7.30 Discovery.
Insights from leading scientific
figures 8.00 News 8.06 HARDtalk
8.30 World Business Report 8.50
From Our Own Correspondent 9.00
Newshour. The stories behind the
latest headlines 10.00 News 10.06
Outlook. Perspectives on important
issues 11.00 News 11.06 The
Newsroom 11.30 World Business
Report 12.00 News 12.06am The
Newsroom 12.20 Sports News
12.30 Heart and Soul 1.00 News
1.06 Business Matters 2.00 The
Newsroom 2.30 Discovery 3.00
News 3.06 Outlook 4.00 Newsday
4.30-5.00 The Documentary

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 12.00 Composer of the
Week: Antonin Dvorák 1.00pm
News 1.02 Live BBC Proms
Chamber Music. The pianist
Benjamin Grosvenor plays Chopin,
Mompou, Ravel, Judith Weir and
Gounod 2.00 Afternoon on 3. The
West-Eastern Divan Orchestra
performs Mozart, Ravel, Ayal Adler
and Kareem Roustom 4.30 In Tune.
With Anoushka Shankar, Lan Shui
and Andreas Haefliger 6.30
Composer of the Week: Antonin
Dvorák (r) 7.30 Live BBC Proms
2014. The Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra in a celebration of Italy
10.00 A Profile of Ken Adam: The
Spectre of Modernism. Matthew
Sweet interviews the former James
Bond production designer (r) 10.45
The Essay: Cornerstones. Sue
Clifford reflects on what England’s
limestone areas mean to her (r)
11.00 Jazz on 3. The prog-jazz outfit
Led Bib celebrate their 10th
anniversary at the Vortex in London
12.30-6.30am Through the Night.
Featuring Musorgsky and Liadov (r)

Births, Marriages and Deaths the times.co.uk/announcements
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Games

Martin Hoffman, now 85, has a
youthful excitement for the game
that has never dimmed. He’ll peri-
odically sidle up to you, as he did
at the Brighton Festival recently,
with a little gem. Such as this.

Declarer at both tables received
ace and another club to dummy’s
king (East throwing a diamond).
Declarer led a heart from dummy,
hoping East would panic and play
the ace. Here it was easy for him to
play the jack, declarer ruffing.

Hoping for either major to coop-
erate, our first declarer ruffed a dia-
mond with dummy’s last club, ruffed
a second heart, crossed to the queen
of spades and ruffed a third heart. If
both opponents had followed (even
if the ace hadn’t appeared), he
would have had the requisite entries
to set up two long hearts (and so
make Six). But West discarded (a
diamond). He now needed spades to
split 3-3, but when they did not, he
had to concede one down.

Hoffman played along similar
lines, but with one crucial differ-
ence. When he led a diamond at
trick four, he did not ruff, but rather
discarded a heart. His chances in
both majors remained in tact, but
losing this diamond rectified the
count for a possible squeeze.

The defence (perhaps slightly
surprised) won the diamond and
switched to a spade. Declarer won
the queen, ruffed a second heart,
ruffed a diamond and ruffed a third
heart (revealing the bad split). He
crossed to the king of spades, ruffed
a fourth heart, then led his last club.

West had no good discard from
♠J10 and ♦A. A spade would have
promoted dummy’s ♠A2, so away

went a diamond. Declarer flashed
the king of diamonds at him and
that was 11 tricks and game made.
Lovely play, giving up that early
diamond to bring about the neces-
sary tension in the endgame for
the squeeze.

There’s another way to succeed.
Don’t ruff a diamond at all. After
winning the second club in dummy,
ruff a heart, cross to a spade, ruff a
second heart, cross to a second
spade and ruff a third heart (expos-
ing the bad split). Now cross to a
third spade (no 3-3 split), then lead
the fourth spade and discard a dia-
mond (key play). This Loser-on-
Loser play endplays West to lead a
diamond from the ace, promoting the
king. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 5♣, Opening Lead: ♣A

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N
W E

S

3♣(1) Pass(2) 5♣ End
(1) Weak with seven decent clubs.
(2) Close to 3♦. This would lead to a
contract of 5♦, which can be defeated by
two tricks: after North leads the ace of
spades, he switches to a heart (ruffed),
wins the spade return and gives his partner
a second heart ruff. Would this defence
have been found at the table though?

S(Hoffman) W N E

♠86
♥AQJ96
♦109632
♣8

Teams ♠AKQ3
♥K75432
♦-
♣K53

♠754
♥-
♦K75
♣QJ109762

♠J1092
♥108
♦AQJ84
♣A4

________
á D DBDkD]
àD D Dp0 ]
ß 0 ! D 0]
ÞD h 0PD ]
Ý D D D 1]
ÜD D DND ]
Û )rD hP)]
ÚD DR$ I ]
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Winning Move

Black to play. This position is a variation
from Polgar-Kasparov, Linares 1994.
Kasparov won this game but had he been
obliged to play the disputed “retracted”
move, he would have struggled to draw.
This position is one that could have arisen
if he had subsequently defended accu-
rately. How can Black achieve the draw?

Sweet revenge

The day after Judit Polgar retired
Angela Eagle, the shadow leader of
the Commons, was interviewed in
The Times (14 August) by Oliver
Moody and spoke out against the
“outrageous” sexism she encoun-
tered in chess – at which she was
once a national champion.

The Labour frontbencher, who
was once told to “calm down, dear”
by the prime minister, said that her
feminism had been forged out of
frustration after being patronised
at tournaments.

Speaking after Judit Polgar, the
highest-ranked female chess player
in history, announced her retire-
ment with a parting shot at male
dominance in the game, Ms. Eagle
said she had once been told that
“girls’ brains were too small to
succeed at chess”. She and her twin
sister Maria, the shadow environ-
ment secretary, entered their first
tournament at the age of eight.

Ms Eagle said, “When my first
opponent sat down opposite me to
play, his eyes widened in alarm
and a look of horror appeared on
his face. He protested that there
must be a mistake, that it wasn’t
possible that I was his opponent
because girls didn’t play chess.

“I remember feeling astonished
and a little embarrassed at the fuss
he was making until I realised that
he was afraid he’d lose to a girl. He
did. I won the championship and
was given a Biggles book as a prize.
It was then that I realised that
none of the organisers had thought
a girl would win either.”

I like to think with the equal
opportunities offered to both girls
and boys now by such events as

the Delancey UK Chess Challenge
organised by Mike Basman and
Tserenjorj Sainbayaar, which at-
tracts upwards of 50,000 entrants
each year, that sexism in chess is
now a thing of the past.

White: Judit Polgar
Black: Garry Kasparov
Moscow 2002

________
árD Dkg D]
à0p0 Dp0r]
ß DpD DbD]
ÞD D )ND ]
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In this queenless middlegame
where tactics are few and far be-
tween, imagine Kasparov suffering
as he sought to defend an essen-
tially arid and sterile position.
23 Kg3 f6

A futile bid to gain some activ-
ity, after which Black’s prospects
slide. Better would be 23 ... a5.
24 Bf4 Bxf5 25 gxf5 fxe5 26 Re1
Bd6 27 Bxe5 Kd7 28 c4 c5 29 Bxd6
cxd6 30 Re6 Rah8 31 Rexd6+ Kc8
32 R2d5 Rh3+ 33 Kg2 Rh2+ 34 Kf3
R2h3+ 35 Ke4 b6 36 Rc6+ Kb8 37
Rd7 Rh2 38 Ke3 Rf8 39 Rcc7 Rxf5
40 Rb7+ Kc8 41 Rdc7+ Kd8 42
Rxg7 Kc8 Black resigns

The above win by Judit was very
much a grudge match, since in a
previous clash, mentioned in to-
day’s Winning Move, Kasparov –
according to eyewitnesses – took
back a move at one point.

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Vexillology a. Anger management b. The study of flags
c. Candle-making
Ondes Martenot a. A Portugese wine b. A tree-dwelling mammal
c. A musical instrument
Proa a. A Malay sailing boat b. A ship’s figurehead
c. A healthy yoghurt

Across
1 Cows and oxen (6)
5 Soak up (liquid) (6)
8 Existence (4)
9 Birdwatcher (8)
10 Old Testament book (7)
11 Japanese capital (5)
13 Aircraft safety device (7,4)
16 Russian river (5)
18 Laborious effort involving

much travelling (7)
21 Local area computer

network (8)
22 Solitary (4)
23 Unimportant person (6)
24 Make less tight (6)

Down
2 Friendly, pleasant (7)
3 General direction (5)
4 Interval between parts of a
play (8)

5 Author Kingsley or Martin
(4)

6 Component of sugar (7)
7 Tall and thin (5)
12 Eastern (8)
14 Spanish painter (2,5)
15 Roman playwright (7)
17 Surpass (5)
19 Radio comms expression of

compliance (5)
20 And no one else (4)

Solution to Crossword 6493

T2 CROSSWORD No 6494

1 2 3 4 5 76

8 9

10 11

12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20

21 22

23 24

S T A R V E L I N G
T W L A A A
O P I N E N I P P I N G
U N X I L L
C A D A N T I P A S T O
H L N Y R U
S P E E D Y P O E T I C
T R C F H E
O R P H A N A G E Y E S
N A R S R T
E X T R A C T S U S I E

I C O O U R
F O R T I N B R A S

Times Quick Crossword No 6494

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of three or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
12 words, average;
17, good; 22, very good;
28, excellent

Saturday’s answers alarm, amoral,
armor, aroma, lama, lamp, loam,
maar, malar, mana, manor, marl,
marron, moan, mola, molar, moral,
morn, napalm, norm, normal, palm,
palmar, panama, panorama, paramo,
paranormal, pram, prom, ramp,
roam, roman, romp

Word Watching answers

Vexillology (b) The study of flags, from Latin vexillum, a
standard-bearer.
Ondes Martenot (c) A musical instrument, an early form of
synthesiser, from French ondes, waves, and its inventor Maurice
Martenont.
Proa (a) A fast Malay boat with both ends alike.

Winning Move solution

1...Nh3+!2Kh1(2gxh3Qf2+mates)2...Nf2+3Kg1withadraw
byperpetualcheck.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6783 Easy

5 6
7 2

7 1 6 3 9
2 5 1

6 8 5 1
1 3 6 7

3 1 7 8
6 4 9 8 7 5
7 9

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3885 Gentle 5min

8 14 16 13 7 13

3 14 6 18

21 4 16 13

6 8

10 5 11 6 16 9

12 15 5 15

16 3 14 4 7

10 13 23

8 15 8

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2178

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

N

N

O

O

B

B

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

1 13 21 18 20 2 7 6 16 2

24 16 23 15 6 13 1

19 6 12 16 15 20 11 20 24 15 23 8

21 16 22 2 15 23 23

10 6 18 26 21 12 22 21 12 12 20 15

3 20 20 20 2

24 16 12 4 23 20 2 21 18 10

1 6 24 6 14

10 8 16 12 22 20 12 12 23 24 19 20

23 12 6 9 6 21 15

17 16 12 21 19 19 16 15 20 18 6 15

20 6 16 19 1 19 11

24 19 6 15 25 19 20 5 20 2

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sudoku, Killer and Codeword solutions
2 4 1 9 7 5 6 3 8
7 8 9 2 3 6 1 4 5
3 5 6 1 8 4 2 7 9
8 6 7 3 1 9 4 5 2
9 1 5 7 4 2 3 8 6
4 2 3 6 5 8 9 1 7
1 9 4 8 2 7 5 6 3
6 3 8 5 9 1 7 2 4
5 7 2 4 6 3 8 9 1

3 1 5 6 7 9 4 8 2
7 4 2 3 8 5 1 9 6
8 6 9 1 2 4 3 5 7
1 5 4 2 9 8 6 7 3
9 2 3 5 6 7 8 4 1
6 8 7 4 1 3 9 2 5
5 9 8 7 3 6 2 1 4
4 3 1 8 5 2 7 6 9
2 7 6 9 4 1 5 3 8

F R I E Z E B R A Y E D
E X A R L F

H I T H E R T O L I F T
N I T O O E

S C A B H O M E W A R D
A I E V

G R A T E D T O U P E E
N A N S

C A T A C O M B S U C H
T R F L T E

J I B E F R E Q U E N T
O N A A C C

E N T A I L U P K E E P

No 6782 No 3884 No 2177Solution right
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Sky Bet Championship

Today
Kick off 7.45
RymanLeague: Premier division:Kingstonian v
Bury Town.
Evo-Stik Northern League: Premier division:
Curzon Ashton v Workington.
Tomorrow
Kick off 7.45 unless stated
Johnstone’sPaintTrophy: First round:Northern
section: Crewe Alexandra v Rochdale (7.30);
Oldham v Bradford City (7.30); Accrington
Stanley v Carlisle; Barnsley v York City; Fleet-
woodTownvMorecambe;NottsCountyvMans-
fieldTown;PrestonvShrewsbury; Scunthorpev
Chesterfield.Southern section:AFCWimbledon
vSouthend; CheltenhamvOxfordUnited; Craw-
ley Town v Cambridge; Peterborough v Leyton
Orient; Stevenage v Gillingham; Wycombe v
Coventry City; Yeovil Town v Portsmouth.
RymanLeague:Premier division:BognorRegis v
VCD Athletic; Canvey Island v Hendon;
Dulwich Hamlet v Margate; Enfield v Tonbridge
Angels; Harrow Borough v Hampton &
Richmond; Hornchurch v Maidstone; Leiston v
East Thurrock United; Witham v Wingate &
Finchley.
Evo-Stik Northern League: Premier division:
Barwell v Rushall Olympic; Belper Town v Kings
Lynn Town; Blyth Spartans v FC United of
Manchester; Buxton v Grantham; Frickley v
Matlock; Ramsbottom United v Marine;
Skelmersdale v Ashton Utd; Stamford v Ilkes-
ton; Stourbridge v Nantwich; Trafford vWhitby
Town; Witton Albion v Halesowen.
Wednesday
Kick off 4.0 unless stated
International friendlies: Latvia v Armenia;
Lithuania v United Arab Emirates; Morocco v
Qatar; Russia v Azerbaijan; Uzbekistan v
Jordan; Denmark v Turkey (7.0); Czech Republic
v United States (7.15); Germany v Argentina
(7.45); Ireland vOman (7.45); England vNorway
(8.0).
Thursday
International friendlies:Namibia v Ghana (3.0);
Belarus v Tajikistan (4.0); China v Kuwait (4.0);
Slovakia v Estonia (6.45); Bosnia and
Herzegovina v Liechtenstein (7.0); Croatia v
Cyprus (7.0); Belgium v Australia (7.45);

Italy v Netherlands (7.45); France v Spain (8.0).
Friday
Sky Bet League One: Coventry v Gillingham
(7.45).
Saturday
Kick off 3.0 unless stated
Sky Bet League One: Bradford v Yeovil; Bristol
City v Scunthorpe; Crawley v Rochdale; Oldham
v Fleetwood Town; Peterborough United v Port
Vale;Walsall v Colchester. League Two: Luton v
Plymouth Argyle (12.15); Accrington Stanley v
Tranmere; Carlisle United v AFC Wimbledon;
Dagenham & Redbridge v Northampton; Exeter
City v Mansfield Town; Hartlepool United v
Shrewsbury; Morecambe v Cheltenham;
Southend United v Oxford United; Stevenage v
York City; Wycombe v Bury.
Vanarama Conference: Altrincham v Dartford;
Barnet v Alfreton Town; Braintree Town v
Bristol Rovers; Chester v Macclesfield;
Eastleigh v Southport; Forest Green Rovers v
Wrexham; Grimsby v Welling; Halifax v
Aldershot Town; Kidderminster v Gateshead;
AFC Telford United v Dover; Torquay v
Nuneaton;Woking v Lincoln City.North:Barrow
v Worcester; Brackley v Guiseley; Bradford P A
v Boston; Colwyn Bay v Gainsborough;
Gloucester v Hyde; Hednesford v Stockport;
Lowestoft Town v Harrogate; North Ferriby
United v Solihull Moors; Oxford City v Fylde;
Stalybridge v Leamington; Tamworth v
Chorley. South: Bath City v Whitehawk;
Bishop’s Stortford v Basingstoke; Bromley;
Chelmsford; Ebbsfleet v St Albans;
Farnborough v Havant & Waterlooville;
Gosport Borough v Boreham Wood; Hayes &
Yeading v Wealdstone; Hemel Hempstead v
Weston-Super-Mare; Staines Town v
Maidenhead United; Sutton v Concord Rangers.
Sunday
Sky Bet League Two: Burton Albion v
Portsmouth (12.15).
European Championship: Qualifying: Group D:
Georgia v Ireland (5.0); Germany v Scotland
(7.45); Gibraltar v Poland (7.45). Group F:
Hungary vNorthern Ireland (5.0); Faroe Islands v
Finland (7.45); Greece v Romania (7.45).Group I:
Denmark v Armenia (5.0); Portugal v Albania
(7.45).

Fixtures

Sky Bet Championship
Brighton (0) 2 Charlton (1) 2
Dunk 67, 90+3
26,189

Vetokele 4, 75

Derby (1) 1 Ipswich (0) 1
Martin 13
26,673

Berra 52

Fulham (1) 1 Cardiff (0) 1
Hoogland 22
17,508

Jones 55

Leeds (1) 1 Bolton (0) 0
Warnock 17 21,901

Middlesbrough(0) 0 Reading (1) 1
14,970 Cox 7

Millwall (1) 2 Blackpool (0) 1
McDonald 33
Malone 51

Ranger 71
9,877

Norwich (1) 1 Bournemouth (1) 1
Grabban 15
25,814

Wilson 45+2

Rotherham (0) 0 Brentford (1) 2
9,016 Gray 45+1

Proschwitz 90+7

Sheffield Weds(0) 0 Nottingham Forest(1) 1
20,656 Lansbury 37

Watford (1) 4 Huddersfield (0) 2
Deeney 15
Andrews 68
Abdi 54, 90+4

Bunn 48
Wallace 63
14,409

Sent off: G Tamas (Watford) 65
Wigan (3) 4 Birmingham (0) 0
Taylor 39
McManaman 9, 45+1
Waghorn 78

11,708

Wolves (2) 3 Blackburn (0) 1
Dicko 12
Sako 33, 68

Rhodes 59 (pen)
21,260

League One
Colchester (0) 1 Peterborough (2) 3
Sears 64
4,014

Washington 21
Ntlhe 25
Anderson 77

Sent off: K Ntlhe (Peterborough) 80
Doncaster (0) 0 Oldham (1) 2
6,313 Clarke-Harris 4

Forte 59 (pen)

Fleetwood Tn (0) 1 Leyton Orient (1) 1
Dobbie 83
3,222

Henderson 34

Gillingham (2) 2 Crewe (0) 0
Dack 18
McDonald 45+1

4,998

MK Dons (1) 2 Crawley Town (0) 0
Alli 15
Afobe 90+2

7,148

Sent off: K McFadzean (MK Dons) 69
Notts County (1) 1 Bristol City (0) 2
Ismail 13
5,678

Wilbraham 60
Emmanuel-Thomas 90+5 (pen)

Port Vale (1) 1 Chesterfield (1) 2
Marshall 41
5,593

Doyle 9
Roberts 46

Sent off: I Evatt (Chesterfield) 84
Preston (1) 1 Sheffield United(1) 1
Little 11
11,058

Baxter 41

Rochdale (0) 0 Bradford (0) 2
4,758 Kennedy 60

Hanson 66

Scunthorpe (0) 2 Walsall (0) 1
Adelakun 51
McSheffrey 54

Bradshaw 70
3,098

Swindon (0) 1 Coventry (1) 1
Rossi Branco 72
7,299

McQuoid 41

Yeovil (0) 1 Barnsley (1) 1
Cranie 76 (og)
3,991

Hourihane 27

League Two
AFC Wimbledon(1) 2 Stevenage (1) 3
Tubbs 34
Azeez 90+7
3,791

Wells 42
Lancaster 59
Lee 74

Bury (1) 2 Accrington (1) 1
Rose 35
Mayor 62

Naismith 19
3,381

Sent off: J McNulty (Bury) 70
Cambridge Utd(3) 5 Carlisle (0) 0
Diallo 25
Simpson 33, 45
Stockley 83, 87

3,512

Cheltenham (0) 1 Hartlepool (0) 0
Arthur 90 2,735

Mansfield Town(0) 1 Burton Albion (1) 2
Rhead 75
2,966

MacDonald 42
McFadzean 71

Sent off: R Weir (Burton Albion) 87
Northampton (0) 1 Exeter (0) 0
Richards 89 4,053

Oxford United (1) 3 Dag & Red (1) 3
Jakubiak 3
Hylton 55, 61 (pen)
4,391

Hemmings 7
Cureton 46
Ogogo 71

Plymouth (0) 2 Southend (0) 0
Alessandra 52
Reid 68

6,247

Sent off: C Bolger (Southend) 15
Portsmouth (0) 0 Newport Co (0) 1
16,191 Sandell 84

Shrewsbury (1) 2 Luton (0) 0
Clark 3, 70 5,888

Sent off: M Robinson (Luton) 83

Tranmere (0) 2 Morecambe (1) 1
Stockton 58, 90
4,656

Hughes 39

Sent off: M Hughes (Morecambe) 63

York City (0) 0 Wycombe (0) 0
3,209

Vanarama Conference
Aldershot (0) 2 Grimsby (0) 1
Williams 56, 64
1,998

Neilson 77

Sent off: L John-Lewis (Grimsby) 35
Alfreton Town(0) 0 Braintree Tn (0) 2
442 Davis 64

Sparkes 80

Bristol Rovers(1) 2 FC Halifax Tn (0) 1
Cunnington 27
Harrison 90

Boden 62
5,394

Dartford (0) 2 AFC Telford Utd(1) 1
Daley 52
Pugh 64

Gray 35
923

Dover Athletic(0) 0 Kidderminster (0) 1
833 Byrne 51

Gateshead (0) 2 Chester FC (1) 1
Shaw 67 (pen)
Chandler 80

Hobson 28

Lincoln City (1) 1 Torquay Utd (1) 3
Tomlinson 14 (pen)
2,373

Ofori-Acheampong 33, 72
Richards 62

Sent off: N Brown (Lincoln City) 8
Macclesfield (1) 2 Eastleigh (0) 0
Rouse 32
Lewis 60

1,284

Nuneaton Tn (1) 2 Altrincham (0) 1
Brown 36
Dyer 67

Reeves 87
774

Southport (0) 0 Barnet (2) 2
Cook 25
Akinde 39

Welling United(1) 1 Forest Green (1) 1
Fagan 36
501

Norwood 45+1

Wrexham (1) 1 Woking (1) 2
Moult 38
3,154

Rendell 24
Morgan 66

P W D L F A GDPts
Barnet...................6 5 0 1 16 2 14 15
FC Halifax.............6 5 0 1 14 5 9 15
Gateshead.............6 4 1 1 12 10 2 13
Woking..................6 3 3 0 13 5 8 12
Kidderminster.......6 3 3 0 7 2 5 12
Forest Green.........6 3 3 0 8 4 4 12
Macclesfield .........6 3 3 0 8 4 4 12
Aldershot..............6 3 2 1 9 5 4 11
Eastleigh...............6 3 1 2 10 7 3 10
Lincoln City...........6 3 1 2 10 10 0 10
Wrexham..............6 3 1 2 9 10 -1 10
Grimsby ................6 2 3 1 15 4 11 9
Braintree...............6 3 0 3 10 7 3 9
Torquay.................6 2 3 1 8 5 3 9
Bristol R................6 2 2 2 5 6 -1 8
Southport .............6 1 2 3 6 10 -4 5
Dartford................6 1 2 3 4 9 -5 5
Nuneaton..............6 1 1 4 2 9 -7 4
Chester FC............6 1 1 4 7 15 -8 4
Dover Athletic......6 1 1 4 4 13 -9 4
Altrincham............6 1 0 5 6 11 -5 3
Welling .................6 0 3 3 4 12 -8 3
AFC Telford Utd....6 0 2 4 7 12 -5 2
Alfreton Town......6 0 0 6 3 20 -17 0

North
AFC Fylde (1) 3 Hednesford Tn(1) 1
Rowe 37
Potts 57
Allen 75

Peers 45
346

Boston Utd (1) 1 Stalybridge (1) 1
Southwell 27 (pen)
1,001

Dickinson 42

Chorley (1) 2 Brackley Tn (0) 1
Dean 17
Smyth 85

Austin 70
917

Gainsborough T(0) 1 Bradford P A (0) 0
Toner 71 323

Guiseley (0) 1 Gloucester City(1) 4
Boshell 48 (pen)
463

Wilson 40
Griffin 55
Williams 70
Jones 89

Harrogate Tn (0) 1 Oxford City (0) 0
Margetts 55 398

Sky Bet Championship, non-League and Scotland
Hyde FC (1) 2 Tamworth (1) 2
Tames 45
Brizell 74 (pen)
327

Simmonds 16
Green 87

Leamington (0) 0 Colwyn Bay (2) 3
522 Rey 21, 30

Moss 76 (pen)

Solihull Moors(2) 3 Barrow (1) 4
Story 20
Bogle 45, 76
411

Breedon 14 (og)
Cook 49, Elvins 53 (og)
Ellison 74

Stockport (1) 3 Lowestoft Tn (0) 0
Baker 22, 70
Dennis 65

2,169

Worcester City(0) 2 North Ferriby Utd(1) 1
Nti 72 (pen), 87 (pen)
461

King 4

P W D L F A GDPts
Barrow..................6 4 1 1 17 9 8 13
North Ferriby Utd.6 4 1 1 9 4 5 13
Boston United ......6 3 2 1 8 6 2 11
Chorley..................6 3 2 1 8 7 1 11
AFC Fylde..............6 3 1 2 12 5 7 10
Gainsborough T....6 3 1 2 8 7 1 10
Bradford P A.........6 3 1 2 11 11 0 10
Guiseley................6 3 1 2 7 7 0 10
Stockport County .6 3 0 3 9 8 1 9
Oxford City ...........6 2 3 1 6 5 1 9
Lowestoft Town...6 2 3 1 6 6 0 9
Stalybridge Celtic.6 2 2 2 9 10 -1 8
Gloucester City.....6 1 4 1 12 10 2 7
Tamworth.............6 1 4 1 6 6 0 7
Worcester City.....6 1 4 1 5 5 0 7
Hednesford Town.6 2 1 3 7 9 -2 7
Colwyn Bay...........6 2 1 3 9 12 -3 7
Leamington...........6 2 1 3 6 9 -3 7
Harrogate Town...6 1 2 3 6 8 -2 5
Solihull Moors......6 1 1 4 9 11 -2 4
Brackley Town......6 1 1 4 5 11 -6 4
FC Hyde.................6 0 1 5 7 16 -9 1

South
Basingstoke Tn(1) 1 Ebbsfleet Utd (0) 0
McAuley 23 506

Boreham Wood(1) 1 Bath City (1) 2
Thomas 23
201

Pratt 45
Stearn 53

Chelmsford City(1) 1 Staines Town (3) 1
Southam 45 (pen)
621

Willock 21, 46
Theophanous 84

Concord Rangers(0) 0 Gosport Borough(0) 0
1,400

Havant & W’looville(0) 0 Bishop’s Stortford(1) 1
430 Tabiri 34

Maidenhead U(0) 0 Eastbourne Bor(0) 0
755

Sent off: M Hamilton-Omole (Eastbourne
Borough) 8

St Albans City(1) 2 Sutton United(1) 4
Shields 45
Frendo 90
511

Taylor 5, Clough 49
Reindorf 84
Haysman 90

Wealdstone (0) 0 Bromley (2) 4
636 Scannell 5, Dennis 11

Joseph-Dubois 78
Ademola 87

Weston-S-Mare(1) 2 Hayes & Yeading(0) 2
Jordan 17
Brown 81

Ruby 48, Wishart 65
2,300

Whitehawk (1) 1 Farnborough (0) 1
Hills 43
168

Taylor 89

leading scorers

leading scorers leading scorers
5 L Grabban (Norwich)
I Vetokele (Charlton)
4 B Assombalonga (N Forest)
K Jones (Cardiff)

C McManaman (Wigan)
C Wilson (Bournemouth)
3 M Antonio (N Forest)
C Berra (Ipswich)

T Deeney (Watford)
F Forestieri (Watford)
R Gestede (Blackburn)
*4 others have scored 3 goals

4 E Doyle (Chesterfield)
J Forte (Oldham)
J Hanson (Bradford City)
D Kedwell (Gillingham)

3 J Baxter (Sheffield United)
T Bradshaw (Walsall)
M Done (Rochdale)
J Garner (Preston)

D Henderson (Leyton Orient)
I Henderson (Rochdale)
C Hourihane (Barnsley)
*3 others have scored 3 goals

HOME AWAY
P W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts

W 1 NottinghamForest..........5 2 0 0 6 0 2 1 0 5 3 8 13

W 2 Watford.................................5 3 0 0 11 3 1 0 1 2 3 7 12

Y 3 Wolves...................................5 3 0 0 5 1 1 0 1 1 1 4 12

Z 4 Norwich................................5 2 1 0 7 2 1 0 1 1 1 5 10

Y 5 Millwall..................................5 2 0 1 4 2 1 1 0 2 1 3 10

Z 6 Charlton................................5 2 0 0 5 3 0 3 0 4 4 2 9

W 7 Derby.....................................5 2 1 0 7 2 0 1 1 2 3 4 8

Y 8 Brentford.............................5 0 2 0 2 2 2 0 1 4 2 2 8

Z 9 Cardiff...................................5 2 0 0 4 1 0 2 1 2 3 2 8

Z10SheffieldWed.....................5 0 2 1 1 2 2 0 0 4 2 1 8

W 11 Bournemouth....................5 1 0 1 2 2 1 1 1 7 4 3 7

Y12 Wigan....................................5 2 1 0 7 2 0 0 2 1 3 3 7

W13 Brighton...............................5 1 1 1 4 4 1 0 1 2 1 1 7

Z14 Blackburn............................5 1 1 0 4 3 1 0 2 4 7 -2 7

Y15 Reading................................5 1 0 1 2 2 1 1 1 3 6 -3 7

Z16Middlesbrough.................5 1 0 2 4 4 1 0 1 2 2 0 6

Z17 Rotherham..........................5 1 0 2 1 4 1 0 1 1 1 -3 6

Y18 Leeds.....................................5 2 0 1 2 2 0 0 2 1 6 -5 6

Z19 Ipswich..................................5 1 0 1 2 2 0 2 1 3 4 -1 5

Z20Birmingham.......................5 1 1 0 3 2 0 1 2 1 7 -5 5

Z21 Huddersfield......................5 0 1 1 1 5 1 0 2 5 8 -7 4

W22Bolton....................................5 0 1 1 3 4 0 0 3 1 6 -6 1

Y23Fulham..................................5 0 1 2 1 3 0 0 2 2 7 -7 1

Z24Blackpool.............................5 0 0 2 2 4 0 0 3 1 5 -6 0

HOME AWAY
P W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts

Y 1 Peterborough....................5 1 0 1 4 4 3 0 0 5 1 4 12

Z 2 FleetwoodTown...............5 1 2 0 3 2 2 0 0 3 0 4 11

Y 3 Bristol City...........................5 1 1 0 2 1 2 1 0 5 3 3 11

Y 4 MKDons...............................5 2 1 0 6 2 1 0 1 3 3 4 10

Y 5 BradfordCity......................5 1 0 1 3 3 2 1 0 5 1 4 10

Y 6 Chesterfield........................5 1 0 1 2 2 2 1 0 4 2 2 10

Z 7 Preston.................................5 1 2 0 3 2 1 1 0 5 1 5 9

Z 8 Barnsley................................5 1 0 1 4 2 1 2 0 5 4 3 8

Z 9 Swindon...............................5 2 1 0 6 2 0 1 1 2 3 3 8

W10Notts County......................5 1 0 2 3 4 1 1 0 3 1 1 7

Z 11 Doncaster............................5 0 1 2 2 6 2 0 0 4 0 0 7

W12 SheffieldUnited................5 1 0 1 2 2 1 1 1 3 3 0 7

Y13 Gillingham...........................5 2 1 0 6 2 0 0 2 3 8 -1 7

W14 LeytonOrient.....................5 0 1 1 1 2 1 2 0 4 2 1 6

W15 Coventry..............................5 1 1 0 3 2 0 2 1 3 4 0 6

Z16 CrawleyTown....................5 1 0 1 2 3 1 0 2 1 3 -3 6

Y17 Oldham.................................5 0 1 1 2 4 1 1 1 4 3 -1 5

Z18 PortVale...............................5 0 1 2 2 5 1 1 0 4 2 -1 5

W19 Yeovil.....................................5 0 2 1 2 5 1 0 1 2 3 -4 5

Z20Rochdale..............................5 0 1 2 1 4 1 0 1 6 4 -1 4

Y21 Scunthorpe.........................5 1 0 2 2 7 0 1 1 2 4 -7 4

Z22Walsall...................................5 0 1 1 1 2 0 2 1 2 3 -2 3

Z23Colchester...........................5 0 1 2 3 6 0 0 2 2 4 -5 1

W24Crewe....................................5 0 0 2 3 7 0 0 3 1 6 -9 0

HOME AWAY
P W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts

Y 1 Chelsea.................................3 1 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 9 4 7 9

Y 2 Swansea...............................3 2 0 0 4 0 1 0 0 2 1 5 9

Y 3 AstonVilla............................3 1 1 0 2 1 1 0 0 1 0 2 7

Z 4 ManCity...............................3 1 0 1 3 2 1 0 0 2 0 3 6

Y 5 Liverpool..............................3 1 0 0 2 1 1 0 1 4 3 2 6

Z 6 Tottenham...........................3 1 0 1 4 3 1 0 0 1 0 2 6

Z 7 Arsenal..................................3 1 0 0 2 1 0 2 0 3 3 1 5

Y 8 Southampton.....................3 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 4 3 1 4

Z 9 Hull..........................................3 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 2 2 0 4

Y10Stoke......................................3 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 0 2 1 0 4

Z 11 WestHam.............................3 0 0 2 1 4 1 0 0 3 1 -1 3

Y12 QPR.........................................3 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 4 -4 3

Z13 Sunderland..........................3 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 1 2 3 -1 2

Z14ManUnited..........................3 0 0 1 1 2 0 2 0 1 1 -1 2

Y15 Leicester...............................3 0 2 0 3 3 0 0 1 0 2 -2 2

Y16 Newcastle............................3 0 1 1 3 5 0 1 0 0 0 -2 2

Z17 Everton.................................3 0 1 1 5 8 0 1 0 2 2 -3 2

Z18West Brom...........................3 0 1 0 2 2 0 1 1 0 3 -3 2

Z19 Crystal Palace....................3 0 0 1 1 3 0 1 1 4 5 -3 1

Z20Burnley..................................3 0 1 1 1 3 0 0 1 0 1 -3 1

Aston Villa (2) 2 Hull City (0) 1
Agbonlahor 14
Weimann 36

Jelavic 74
28,336

Burnley (0) 0 Man United (0) 0
21,099

Everton (1) 3 Chelsea (2) 6
Mirallas 45
Naismith 69
Eto’o 76
39,402

Costa 1, 90
Ivanovic 3
Coleman 67 (og)
Matic 74
Ramires 77

Leicester City (1) 1 Arsenal (1) 1
Ulloa 22
31,535

Sánchez 20

Man City (0) 0 Stoke City (0) 1
45,622 Diouf 58

Newcastle Utd (1) 3 Crystal Palace (2) 3
Janmaat 37
Aarons 73
Williamson 88

Gayle 1, Puncheon
48, Zaha 90+5
49,226

QPR (1) 1 Sunderland (0) 0
Austin 45+2 17,930

Swansea City (2) 3 West Brom (0) 0
Dyer 2, 71
Routledge 24

20,318

Tottenham (0) 0 Liverpool (1) 3
36,130 Gerrard 49 (pen)

Moreno 60, Sterling
8

West Ham (1) 1 Southampton (1) 3
Noble 27
34,907

Schneiderlin 45, 68
Pellè 83

Barclays Premier League Sky Bet League One

T the game6 Results and fixtures

D Costa (Chelsea, right) 4
N Dyer (Swansea) 3
S Naismith (Everton) 3
S Agüero (Man City) 2
S Berahino (West Brom) 2
N Chadli (Tottenham) 2
E Dier (Tottenham) 2
B Ivanovic (Chelsea) 2
N Jelavic (Hull) 2
S Jovetic (Man City) 2
A Ramsey (Arsenal) 2
M Schneiderlin (Soton) 2
R Sterling (Liverpool) 2
L Ulloa (Leicester City) 2
A Weimann (Aston Villa) 2
R Aarons (Newcastle) 1
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P W D L F A GD Pts
Eastbourne Borough.6 4 2 0 10 3 7 14
Bromley.....................6 4 1 1 16 8 8 13
Basingstoke Town.....6 4 0 2 11 3 8 12
Boreham Wood..........6 3 1 2 14 6 8 10
Whitehawk................6 3 1 2 7 7 0 10
Gosport Borough.......5 2 3 0 7 1 6 9
Staines Town............6 3 0 3 10 10 0 9
St Albans City...........6 3 0 3 8 9 -1 9
Maidenhead United...6 2 2 2 8 9 -1 8
Ebbsfleet United.......5 2 1 2 3 2 1 7
Sutton United............5 2 1 2 8 8 0 7
Hayes & Yeading.......5 2 1 2 6 6 0 7
Bishop’s Stortford.....6 2 1 3 8 10 -2 7
Concord Rangers .......6 2 1 3 7 9 -2 7
Farnborough .............6 2 1 3 7 9 -2 7
Weston-S-Mare ........6 2 1 3 7 13 -6 7
Havant & Waterlooville6 2 0 4 6 8 -2 6
Hemel Hempstead ...5 2 0 3 4 10 -6 6
Chelmsford City.........6 1 2 3 5 9 -4 5
Wealdstone...............6 0 4 2 4 9 -5 4
Bath City....................5 1 1 3 3 10 -7 4

Scottish Premiership
Aberdeen (0) 2 Partick Thistle (0) 0
Low 47
McGinn 66

11,003

Dundee (1) 1 Celtic (0) 1
McPake 1
9,276

Griffiths 55

Hamilton (0) 4 Ross County (0) 0
Canning 47
Antoine-Curier 56 (pen), 63 (pen)
Scotland 90+1

2,684

Sent off: U Celcer (Ross County) 62
Inverness C T (0) 2 Kilmarnock (0) 0
Doran 75
Tansey 80

3,830

Motherwell (0) 0 St Johnstone (0) 1
3,700 Graham 86

St Mirren (0) 0 Dundee United (0) 3
4,245 Erskine 47, Fojut 69

Spittal 86

P W D L F A GD Pts
Inverness C T.............5 4 1 0 7 0 7 13
Hamilton ...................5 4 0 1 9 3 6 12
Dundee United...........5 4 0 1 10 7 3 12
St Johnstone.............5 3 0 2 4 5 -1 9
Celtic..........................4 2 1 1 10 3 7 7
Dundee.......................5 1 4 0 4 3 1 7
Kilmarnock.................5 2 1 2 5 6 -1 7
Aberdeen...................4 2 0 2 4 4 0 6
Partick Thistle...........4 1 1 2 6 5 1 4
Motherwell................5 1 0 4 1 6 -5 3
St Mirren...................4 0 0 4 0 7 -7 0
Ross County ..............5 0 0 5 3 14 -11 0

Scottish Championship: Alloa Athletic 2 Hibernian 1;
Cowdenbeath 1 Raith Rovers 3; Dumbarton 1
Livingston 0; Hearts 4 Falkirk 1; Rangers 4 Queen of
the South 2.

P W D L F A GD Pts
Hearts........................4 4 0 0 12 3 9 12
Rangers......................4 3 0 1 11 5 6 9
Raith Rovers..............4 3 0 1 7 6 1 9
Queen of the South...4 2 1 1 9 5 4 7
Alloa Athletic............4 2 0 2 5 4 1 6
Livingston..................4 1 1 2 4 5 -1 4
Falkirk........................4 1 1 2 4 8 -4 4
Hibernian...................4 1 0 3 4 6 -2 3
Dumbarton ................4 1 0 3 3 11 -8 3
Cowdenbeath.............4 0 1 3 4 10 -6 1

League one: Airdrieonians 0 Stirling Albion 0;
Brechin City 1 Peterhead 1; Forfar 3 Morton 2;
Stenhousemuir 1 Ayr United 1; Stranraer 1
Dunfermline 2. League two: Albion Rovers 1 Queen’s
Park 0; Annan Athletic 3 Elgin City 3; Arbroath 3
Montrose 1; Clyde 3 Berwick Rangers 3; East Fife 3
East Stirling 1.

ON THE BOX

T

Today
7.15pm: Greuther Fürth v St Pauli,
German second division, BT Sport 2.

Tomorrow
7.45pm: Peterborough United v Leyton
Orient, Johnstone’s Paint Trophy, Sky
Sports 1.

Wednesday
7.45pm: Ireland v Oman, friendly,
Premier Sports. 8pm: England v
Norway, friendly, ITV. 8pm: Germany v
Argentina, friendly, BT Sport 1.

Friday
5pm: Germany Under-21 v Ireland
Under-21, British Eurosport 2. 7.45pm:
Coventry City v Gillingham, Sky Bet
League One, Sky Sports 2.

Saturday
12.15pm: Luton Town v Plymouth
Argyle, League Two, Sky Sports 1.
7pm: Toronto v Philadelphia Union,
American league, BT Sport 2.

Sunday
12.15pm: Burton Albion v Portsmouth,
League Two, Sky Sports 1. 5pm:
Hungary v Northern Ireland, European
Championship qualifier, Sky Sports 3.
5pm: Georgia v Ireland, European
Championship qualifier, Sky Sports 5.
5pm: Denmark v Armenia, European
Championship qualifier, Sky Sports red
button. 7.45pm: Germany v Scotland,
European Championship qualifier, Sky
Sports 5. 7.45pm: Portugal v Albania,
European Championship qualifier, Sky
Sports 3. 7.45pm: Gibraltar v Poland,
European Championship qualifier, Sky
Sports red button. 7.45pm: Greece v
Romania, European Championship
qualifier, Sky Sports red button.
7.45pm: Faroe Isles v Finland, European
Championship qualifier, Sky Sports red
button. 8pm: Fluminense v Cruzeiro,
Brazilian league, BT Sport 1. 10pm:
Portland Timbers v San Jose
Earthquakes, American league, BT
Sport 1.

leading scorers
4 K Ellison (Morecambe)
D Rose (Bury)
M Tubbs (AFC Wimbledon)
3 K Arthur (Cheltenham)

J Collins (Shrewsbury)
D Hylton (Oxford United)
A Mangan (Shrewsbury)
P Mullin (Morecambe)

P Murphy (Wycombe)
A Ogogo (Dag & Red)
R Reid (Plymouth Argyle)
C Stockton (Tranmere)

HOME AWAY
P W D L F A W D L F A GD Pts

Y 1 BurtonAlbion....................5 2 0 0 3 1 2 1 0 4 2 4 13

Y 2 Cheltenham........................5 2 1 0 3 1 2 0 0 4 2 4 13

Z 3 Morecambe........................5 2 0 0 4 2 2 0 1 6 3 5 12

Y 4 Shrewsbury........................5 3 0 0 8 1 0 2 0 3 3 7 11

W 5 Wycombe............................5 1 0 1 3 3 2 1 0 5 1 4 10

Y 6 Bury........................................5 2 0 1 4 3 1 1 0 3 1 3 10

Z 7 Portsmouth........................5 2 0 1 4 2 1 1 0 2 1 3 10

Y 8 Northampton.....................5 2 1 0 3 1 0 1 1 1 3 0 8

Y 9 CambridgeUnited...........5 2 0 1 7 2 0 1 1 3 4 4 7

Y10Plymouth.............................5 2 1 0 6 1 0 0 2 1 3 3 7

Y 11 Tranmere.............................5 1 1 1 5 5 1 0 1 3 2 1 7

Z12 Dag&Red............................5 1 0 1 2 3 1 1 1 6 5 0 7

Z13 AFCWimbledon................5 0 1 2 5 7 2 0 0 2 0 0 7

Z14 Southend.............................5 1 0 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 3 0 7

Y15 Stevenage............................5 1 0 1 2 3 1 1 1 4 5 -2 7

Z16Mansfield Town.................5 2 0 1 4 3 0 0 2 0 3 -2 6

Z17 YorkCity...............................5 0 3 0 3 3 0 2 0 2 2 0 5

Z18 LutonTown.........................5 0 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 3 4 -2 5

Y19 Newport County...............5 0 1 1 1 3 1 0 2 3 4 -3 4

Z20Hartlepool...........................5 0 0 2 0 4 1 0 2 2 3 -5 3

W21 Exeter City...........................5 0 2 0 2 2 0 0 3 0 5 -5 2

Z22Carlisle..................................5 0 1 1 1 2 0 1 2 1 8 -8 2

Y23OxfordUnited....................5 0 1 2 3 5 0 0 2 1 3 -4 1

Z24AccringtonStanley..........5 0 1 1 2 3 0 0 3 2 8 -7 1

Sky Bet League Two

Tthe game6 Results and fixtures

It sounded like a score from the US
Open tennis: the 3-6 served up by
Everton and Chelsea at the weekend was
startling from when Diego Costa scored
through Tim Howard’s legs 34 seconds
after the start to the moment where he
did exactly the same 36 seconds from the
end of the 90 minutes.
In more than three decades since the

live televising of top-division matches
began, there had never been a 3-6, and
there were plenty of subplots.
Chelsea became the first team for four

seasons to score twice in the first three
minutes of a Premier League game, and
it was the first top-flight fixture for
almost two years to feature seven
alternating goals, which began with
Chelsea taking a 2-0 lead and finished as
they moved 5-3 ahead.
Six of the goals came five minutes or

less after a kick-off: one of those kick-offs
started the game and the other five
followed a goal. Nemanja Matic and
Ramires scored two minutes and 30

seconds apart, yet it was not even the
closest pair of Chelsea goals by Serbia
and Brazil-born players — Branislav
Ivanovic had scored two minutes and 18
seconds after Diego Costa.
Everton, whose first two league games

ended 2-2, have been involved in 17 goals
in their opening three matches, the most
involving any team in the top flight since
Crystal Palace’s 17 in 1980. It was the
highest-scoring league fixture at
Goodison Park since 1966.
Samuel Eto’o, a striker, scored against

his former Chelsea team-mates while
wearing the incongruous No5 shirt. As if
living up to the jersey’s tradition as
belonging to a centre back, his goal was a
header at a set-piece. At 15 yards, it was
the longest-range headed goal in the
Premier League for ten months.

united’s dutch double
Assuming that the move goes through as
expected, Manchester United are about
to sign the son of a former Ajax manager

Rich harvest of oddities
from scoreline that
reads like a tennis set

Bill Edgar

0 Bill Edgar is the author of Back of the
net: 100 Golden Goals, published by
Yellow Jersey

JACK COLBACK
ALVIN MARTIN
JIMMY CRABTREE

8 SECONDS
13 SECONDS

for the second time. The father of Daley
Blind is Danny Blind; the father of Jordi
Cruyff, signed in 1996, is Johan Cruyff.
Blind’s arrival, for a transfer fee of
£13.8million, will take United’s spending
on left-footed players in 2014 to
£153.6million. Ángel Di María cost
£59.7million, Juan Mata £37.1million,
Luke Shaw £27million and Marcos Rojo
£16million. Robin van Persie, Adnan
Januzaj, Anderson and Tyler Blackett
have also played in the league for United
this season, taking their left-footed
contingent to nine. In stark contrast, only
one left-footed outfield player has
appeared for Chelsea this term (Matic).
In fact, Chelsea seem so obsessed with
building a right-leaning team that last
week they pursued a Roma forward
named Destro, which means “right” in
Italian.

subs pay dearly
On Saturday Muhamed Besic, of
Everton, gave the ball away eight seconds
after arriving as a substitute to allow
Chelsea, the visiting team, to take a
three-goal lead in a London-Merseyside
match. Yesterday Andros Townsend, of
Tottenham Hotspur, gave the ball away

13 seconds after arriving as a substitute to
allow Liverpool, the visiting team, to take
a three-goal lead in a London-
Merseyside match.

leicester on a level
The first three rounds of Premier League
games have produced a triangle of draws:
Leicester City 2, Everton 2; Everton 2,
Arsenal 2; Leicester 1, Arsenal 1. In both
Leicester home games they have fallen
1-0 behind in the 20th minute but
Leonardo Ulloa has equalised in the
22nd minute from a left-wing cross.
Yesterday six Leicester players had a
drink as they waited for Danny
Drinkwater to go on as a substitute.

tall story
Only four of the 22 players who started
Manchester City’s match against Stoke
City wore long sleeves, and all of them
are “long” themselves: Peter Crouch 6ft
7in tall, Asmir Begovic 6ft 6in, Joe Hart
6ft 5in and Yaya Touré 6ft 3in.

like for like change
When Manchester City replaced
Fernando with Fernandinho, it was
perhaps the most apt substitution since
Greece put on Papadopoulos for
Papadopoulos v Poland at Euro 2012.

dial 00
BT have shown two Premier League
goalless draws in a row (Aston Villa v
Newcastle United; Burnley v Manchester
United). BT: Boring Tie.

full steam ahead
This weekend’s obligatory reference to
full backs’ attitudes towards attacking.
Michael Owen: “Full backs in this day
and age like to bomb forward.”

BILLY’S BRAINBUSTER
Jack Colback will become the first player with a rhyming name to appear for
England if selected against Norway on Wednesday. None of the other 1,203 players
have done so, although Alvin Martin and Jimmy Crabtree were among those who
went close.
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Six pounds forty is the toll it would cost
Roy Hodgson to travel across the
Severn Bridge to Swansea City’s Liberty
Stadium, but a trip to west Wales could
possibly be his greatest investment in
some time as he shapes his new-look
England side.
After the shock call-ups for Fabian

Delph, the Aston Villa midfielder and
Jack Colback, of Newcastle United, for
the friendly against Norway and the
opening 2016 European Championship
qualifier with Switzerland in the next
seven days, Hodgson appears to be
searching for talent outside the
traditional top six.
However, Hodgson, surprisingly, has

yet to make the journey to Swansea in
his 27-month tenure of the national
team. While there is a shortage of

up-and-coming home-grown talent
across the Premier League, there are
golden gems for the England manager
to unearth if he is willing to drive west
down the M4 in the shape of Nathan
Dyer, Wayne Routledge and Jonjo
Shelvey.
Not only do the trio possess ability

deserving of at least a shot on the
international stage, the stylish passing
game that Swansea play also fits
naturally with how English supporters
want to see their side perform.
Garry Monk, in his first full season in

charge, guided the Welsh club to a third
successive victory of the new season
and he believes that Champions
League-chasing Swansea, who breezed
past West Bromwich Albion with
consummate ease, can become a
blueprint for English football.
Monk said: “We all talk about how

we want England to play nice,
expansive football, a passing game with
attacking football. So to have those
boys within that team who are English
and performing well does make it
stranger.
“Good luck to the guys who got

called up, they deserve their call-ups,
but it does make you wonder if that is
the case this time, why not for us?”
The England rejection for in-form

wing pair Dyer, who scored twice to
increase his season’s tally to three, and
Routledge, who produced a superb
acrobatic volley, has left Ashley
Williams, the Swansea captain, puzzled.
“I am surprised they are not getting a
shout,”Williams said.
Dyer opened the scoring after just 87

seconds when he capitalised on a slip
by Jonas Olsson before sealing the win
in the second period with a cool finish
past Ben Foster, the West Brom
goalkeeper. He said: “It would be an
honour for any player to get a call-up
to the England squad so we’re just
going to keep working hard.”
West Brom remain winless, but Craig

Gardner, the club’s midfielder, insists
that it is too early to judge Alan Irvine,
the new manager. Asked if Irvine has to
win the West Brom faithful over,
Gardner replied sternly: “We’re only
three games into the season. That’s
rubbish.”
Irvine will send Joleon Lescott to the

United States during the two-week
international break for a mini pre-
season after the centre back suffered a
knee injury, having moved this summer
from Manchester City.
Swansea will hope that Hodgson also

decides to travel to their stadium soon.

Monk pleads for
Hodgson to see
English trio as
Swansea pass
with distinction

phil cadden

Swansea City
Dyer 2, 71, Routledge 24 3
West Brom 0

Referee PTierney Attendance 20,318

ratings
Swansea City (4-3-3): L Fabianski 7 — A Rangel 8, J Amat 6,
A Williams 7, N Taylor 6 — Ki Sung Yueng 8, J Shelvey 7
(sub: T Carroll, 84min), G Sigurdsson 8 — N Dyer 9, W Bony
7 (sub: B Gomis, 76), W Routledge 8 (sub: J Montero, 66 7).
Subsitutes not used: D Tiendalli, G Tremmel, A Richards,
F Fernandez. Booked: Ki.
West Bromwich Albion (4-5-1): B Foster 6 — A Wisdom 6,
C Dawson 6, J Olsson 4, J Davidson 5 (sub: C Gamboa, 72) —
S Berahino 5, C Gardner 6, Y Mulumbu 6, G Dorrans 5 (sub:
S Sessegnon, 46 7), C Brunt 6 (sub: J Morrison, 72)
B Ideye 6. Substitutes not used: C Baird, C Yacob, B Myhill,
G McAuley. Booked: Gardner, Dorrans.

Captain to the rescue: Williams, right,
stretches out a leg to deny Ideye a shot
at goal as Swansea maintain their
winning run with victory over West Brom
CHRISTOPHER LEE/GETTY IMAGES

T WATCH THE HIGHLIGHTS
ON YOUR SMARTPHONE,
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Costa scares
Everton
Mirallas 45, Naismith 69,
Eto’o 76 3
Chelsea
Costa 1, 90, Ivanovic 3, Coleman
(og) 67, Matic 74, Ramires 77 6

Referee JMoss Attendance 39,402

james masters

José Mourinho scoffed at the
suggestion.
“Fear?” he said with a shrug. “There

is no reason for that.”
Mourinho may dismiss the “fear

factor” that this Chelsea side have
begun to impose upon their Barclays
Premier League rivals, but such fear
was palpable at Goodison Park.
Whether the feeling was fear or

disbelief, or even a concoction of the
two, Everton supporters were left
stunned by Chelsea’s performance and
a showing of attacking supremacy
rarely witnessed in a contest between
these sides.
While this season may be in its

embryonic stage and it would be foolish
to make a prediction based on Chelsea’s
opening three victories, this surely
serves as a warning. Perhaps what is
most significant is the contribution of
Diego Costa, the striker who appears to
be the final piece of the Mourinho
jigsaw and who has consigned the
painful memory of Fernando Torres to
the past.
Costa, who has already made more of

an impression in three games with his
four goals than Torres managed during

his three-and-a-half-year spell at
Stamford Bridge, showed why Chelsea
parted with £32 million to secure his
signature. Not since Adrian Mutu has a
Chelsea forward scored four goals in
the opening three games of the season,
yet there is surely more to come from a
player who has returned to action in
sublime form after a dreadful World
Cup with Spain.
Three times Costa saw the whites of

Tim Howard’s eyes, twice he scored and
another shot was brilliantly saved by
the exquisitely bearded Everton
goalkeeper. “We’ve started the season
really well and it’s always good to get
off to a great start,” Costa said. “It was
the same for me with Atletico [Madrid]
last season and now we have had a
great start with Chelsea, but there is a
long way to go in the Premier League.
“It has been nice to score goals, but

the most important thing is that the
team win and I help the team to win.
Hopefully that continues all season.”
Costa has taken little time to settle in

England and his presence appeared to
scare an Everton defence that imploded
after 35 seconds of this frenetic contest.
Chelsea kept possession from the

kick-off and when Cesc Fàbregas,
outstanding all afternoon, slipped the
ball through for Costa, the forward slid
the ball home before many inside
Goodison had even taken their seat.
Two minutes later, Chelsea struck

again. Once more, Everton’s defenders
were left with their hands in the air and
an aghast look on their faces as
Branislav Ivanovic lashed the ball past
Howard after eluding the offside trap.

WATCH THE
HIGHLIGHTS
ONLINE
free with a times subscription
thetimes.co.uk/goals

T

ratings
Everton (4-2-3-1): T Howard 7 —
S Coleman 7, P Jagielka 5, S Distin 6,
L Baines 6 — J McCarthy 6, G Barry 6
— A McGeady 6 (sub: S Eto’o, 70min
6), S Naismith 8, K Mirallas 7 —
R Lukaku 5 (sub: M Besic, 89).
Substitutes not used: J Robles,
D Gibson, L Osman, J Stones,
A Alcaraz.
Chelsea (4-2-3-1): T Courtois 7 —
B Ivanovic 7, G Cahill 6, J Terry 6,
C Azpilicueta 6 — N Matic 7, Ramires
7 —Willian 7 (sub: J O Mikel, 75),
F Fàbregas 8 (sub: D Drogba, 89),
E Hazard 7 (sub: Filipe Luís, 83) —
D Costa 9. Substitutes not used:
P Cech, K Zouma, A Schürrle, M Salah.

Fear factor: Costa, who
has given Chelsea much
needed bite in front of
goal, celebrates scoring
his second and his team’s
sixth goal against Everton
LINDSEY PARNABY/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

the game podcast
Are Chelsea now the team
to beat? Download this
week’s podcast with
Gabriele Marcotti and
panel from 5pm at
thetimes.co.uk/football
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Morgan Schneiderlin’s summer tension
with his club, Southampton, will be
resolved today and the unsettled
midfielder’s team-mates did not hide
their views when discussing his future.
The France midfielder scored twice,
highlighting his worth, just as the
transfer window reaches its climax.
José Fonte, the captain, opted against

diplomacy. He admitted that he would
rather keep Schneiderlin at the club
than sign Andros Townsend, who has
been linked with a move to
Southampton from Tottenham
Hotspur. A transfer for Townsend
might be possible only if Southampton
allow Schneiderlin to join Tottenham.
James Ward-Prowse, the latest

promising English teenager to emerge
from the Southampton youth system,
also made clear his desire for
Schneiderlin to stay.
Schneiderlin’s goals at Upton Park

changed the course of the match after
Mark Noble’s deflected 20-yard strike
had given West Ham United a 1-0 lead.
He equalised with a cool, curling effort,
then gave his side the lead with a well
judged flick.
It is Schneiderlin’s all-round play, as a

box-to-box midfielder, that makes him
stand out, though. He is a stabilising
force in a side who like to attack, with
Nathaniel Clyne and Ryan Bertrand,
the full backs, pushing forward.
“I like Townsend, but I like Morgan

more — I’d keep Morgan,” Fonte said.
“The chairman has said already that he
is not going anywhere, which is the
most important thing. Morgan has been
working very hard, keeping his head

down and doing what he has to do. We
say ‘we want you to stay and do well
with us’. But we know the situation as
well. When you have interest from top
clubs, it’s hard to deal with the
situation, but so far he has been great.”
The one not-so-great moment was

when Schneiderlin tweeted his
displeasure, a month ago, after
Southampton stated that he was “not
going anywhere”. Ward-Prowse,
though, views him as a role model.
“We hope he stays,” the England

Under-21 midfielder said. “He was there
when I made my debut. He still helps
me now. I do look up to him.”
Encouragingly for Southampton,

Dusan Tadic gave glimpses of his class,
while Graziano Pellè was a threat and
clinically struck his first Barclays
Premier League goal to secure a 3-1
advantage.
Ronald Koeman, their manager,

secured his first Premier League win
and he is a Dutchman who has settled
well into life as a manager in England
— in contrast with Louis van Gaal,
with whom he has had a frosty
relationship. “If we play and believe,
like we did in the second half, maybe
we can reach sixth or seventh,”
Koeman said.
West Ham’s mood was very different

as they continue to struggle at home
and were booed off again by their
supporters. Sam Allardyce, their
manager, shunted blame on to his
players, without fear of consequences.
“I can protect the players, to a certain
degree, but you lads are not daft and
the supporters aren’t,” Allardyce said.
“I’ve not had a dressing room turn
against me in 20 years. I told them
what I think in the dressing room.”

Southampton
players urge
club to stop
Schneiderlin
making an exit

arindam rej

West Ham United
Noble 27 1
Southampton
Scheiderlin 45, 68, Pellè 83 3

RefereeMDean Attendance 34,907

ratings
West Ham United (4-2-3-1): Adrián 6 — J O’Brien 5,
J Tomkins 6, W Reid 6, A Cresswell 6 — M Noble 6,
C Kouyaté 7 — S Downing 6, M Zárate 7 (sub: R Morrison,
57min 5), R Vaz Tê 5 (sub: M Diamé, 58 6) — C Cole 5 (sub:
E Valencia, 79). Substitutes not used: J Jaaskelainen,
D Sakho, G Demel, D Poyet. Booked: Cresswell, O’Brien.
Southampton (4-2-3-1): F Forster 6 — N Clyne 6, J Fonte 7,
M Yoshida 6, R Bertrand 6 — S Davis 7, M Schneiderlin 8 —
S Long 6 (sub: G Ramirez, 66 6), J Ward-Prowse 7 (sub:
J Cork, 71), D Tadic 7 — G Pellè 7. Substitutes not used:
K Davis, F Gardos, V Wanyama, E Mayuka, J Hooiveld.
Booked: Pellè.

T WATCH THE HIGHLIGHTS
ON YOUR SMARTPHONE,
TABLET AND ONLINE

free with a times subscription thetimes.co.uk/goals

Man of the moment:Schneiderlin, left,
receives the plaudits of his team-mates
after scoring his second goal for
Southampton in their win at Upton Park
DANIEL HAMBURY/PA

Everton
Having failed to see out two games

when leading against Leicester City and
Arsenal, it appeared that those in blue
had opted for another approach by
lulling their opponents into a false
sense of security.
Even Howard, so dependable over

the years and one of the most
impressive performers at the World
Cup, appeared to be affected by the
occasion.
The American should have been

shown a straight red card after ten
minutes for clearly catching the ball a
yard outside of his penalty area as Eden
Hazard chased down what had
appeared to be a lost cause.
Jon Moss, the referee, ignored

Hazard’s appeals, while Howard gave a
sheepish grin and a clap of the hands.
Perhaps that rather fortuitous escape

gave Everton a lift, for having conceded
the two early goals, they began to find
their feet and gradually work their way
back into the contest.
Kevin Mirallas halved the deficit on

the stroke of half-time with a fine
header after meeting a wonderful cross
by Séamus Coleman to give his side
renewed hope.
But that hope was merely a fool’s

hope. Everton’s Achilles heel, their
porous defence, was about to be
ruthlessly exposed by a Chelsea team
who produced a frightening exhibition
of attacking football.
Hazard, a constant menace on the

left of the Chelsea midfield, danced his
way into the penalty area before aiming
an effort towards goal, which was
deflected past Howard by the

unfortunate Coleman. That goal
sparked a frenetic period in which five
more goals were scored in ten minutes,
the contest descending from Premier
League to playground in the blink of an
eye.
Within two minutes, Steven

Naismith, who had scored in both of his
team’s previous Premier League
fixtures, dragged Everton back into
contention with a fine effort that left
Thibaut Courtois, the Chelsea
goalkeeper, with no chance.
The crescendo around Goodison

Park was something to behold as
Samuel Eto’o, formerly of Chelsea,
walked on to make his debut with
Everton in the ascendancy.
But every time Everton threatened to

fight back, Chelsea swatted them aside
like an errant fly, Nemanja Matic
re-establishing a two-goal lead with a
fierce effort from the edge of the
penalty area.
Eto’o responded almost immediately,

heading home from close range to
bring his new side to within one goal,
only for Ramires to break free and poke
the ball beyond Howard 60 seconds
later. Costa then rounded off a fine
performance with his second in the
final minute, running through on goal
after yet another defensive mistake.
“I played against him last season and

I knew he is a good striker,” Cesar
Azpilicueta, the Chelsea defender, said
of Costa. “He’s a competitive guy, who
always tries his best for the team. He’s a
nightmare for defenders.”
It is a nightmare that will take

Everton some time to forget.

james masters

José Mourinho believes
that Diego Costa,
Chelsea’s new striker, is
being deliberately
targeted by opposition
defenders.
The Spain player was

booked during a fiery
affair against Everton
after being goaded by
Séamus Coleman.
Costa then sparked a

rumpus after Eden
Hazard’s strike, which
deflected off Coleman, by
celebrating and taunting
the Irish defender.
That led to Tim

Howard running from
his goal to challenge
Costa and Jon Moss, the
referee, showing the
Everton goalkeeper a
yellow card.
“Diego is enjoying the

nature of this
competition,” Mourinho
said. “What he is not
enjoying is that he comes
to play football, but
people have been chasing
cards for him like they
did in this match. He has
had two yellow cards in
three matches, which is
hard to understand.”
Roberto Martínez, the

Everton manager, has
ruled out a move into the
transfer market in a bid
to solve his side’s
defensive crisis.
Everton have conceded

ten goals in their opening
three games and while
Martínez refused to
blame any individuals for
his team’s defensive
showing, he said that the
failure to hold on to a
two-goal lead against
Arsenal, in a game that
ended level, has affected
confidence.
“Sometimes a bad

feeling affects your
confidence,” Martínez
said. “After conceding
two late goals against
Arsenal and having
probably had three
points in the bag against
Leicester, it then
becomes a problem.
“We didn’t defend with

a lot of confidence. In the
next game [away to West
Bromwich Albion] we
have to get back to the
form of last season where
we kept 15 clean sheets.”

Mourinho
claims
striker is
unfairly
targeted
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The Tony
Awards
tony cascarino’s
pick of the week

Taking his chance

The Italian is very
lucky to be playing
alongside Raheem
Sterling and Daniel
Sturridge. It is up to
him to make the most
of it, as they will make
chances for him. And
their workrate may
even prove to be
contagious.

Heart-felt loyalty

Don’t be surprised if
he is dropped by
Manchester City when
the Premier League
returns after the break.
Manuel Pellegrini has
a strong relationship
with Willy Caballero.
The Argentinian wasn’t
brought here to sit on
the bench.

Defensive struggles

The Everton player has
started this season as
poorly as he ended the
last one. Roberto
Martínez now has a
defensive pair the
wrong side of 30 and
struggling. Everton
need reinforcements at
the back, or even their
potent strike force may
not win games.

Ducklings to Swans

Often when players
leave big clubs for less
glamorous surrounds,
they find it hard to
adapt. Lukasz
Fabianski, Jonjo
Shelvey, Gyfli
Sigurdsson and even
Wayne Routledge
deserve credit for
thriving at Swansea.

Devil in the detail

Agents do not get paid
a percentage of a
transfer fee — they
take between 5 and 10
per cent of the total
value of a player’s
contract. But they
don’t get any of the
signing-on fee, which
may explain why some
agents don’t want their
players to take one.

MARIO BALOTELLI

JOE HART

PHIL JAGIELKA

SWANSEA CITY

TRANSFERDEADLINE DAY

Arsenal weakness
made obvious by
misfiring Sanogo

Leicester City
Ulloa 22 1
Arsenal
Sánchez 20 1

Referee A Taylor Attendance 31,535

brendan mcloughlin

So Arsène, are you still convinced that
Arsenal can emerge as genuine
Barclays Premier League title
challengers without strengthening that
strike force today?
The Frenchman, publicly at least,

is unwilling to concede that his team
are in need of a fresh spearhead in the
coming 24 hours in the absence of
Olivier Giroud.
At the King Power Stadium, there

was resounding evidence that the
Frenchman would be well advised to
act. The message, too, from Arsenal’s
away following as full time of a
laboured 90 minutes was brutally blunt:
“Sign a f****** striker.”
Wenger’s concession that the travails

of Yaya Sanogo — the closest thing
he has available to Giroud, who is
sidelined for four months with a
fractured tibia — are a mounting
concern went some way to an
admission that there are pressing issues
that require addressing.
There was at least a second goal in a

week for Alexis Sánchez — his first in
the Barclays Premier League — yet
having taken the lead in the top flight
for the first time this season, Wenger’s
team found themselves pegged back
within two minutes by Leonardo Ulloa’s
goal.
Ulloa was not the Argentinian

expected to make his mark on this
contest after Esteban Cambiasso’s
arrival, yet in a game in which Leicester
City never relented from the furious
tempo that became their calling card in
the Sky Bet Championship, this was not
the right game for the 34-year-old
midfielder to make his entrance.
“It’s frustrating for us to have not

won a game yet, but I have seen
encouraging signs,” Nigel Pearson, the
manager, said. “We have played better,
but we showed flashes. You can’t go
into the Premier League being tight all
the time, you have to create
opportunities.”
For Arsenal, meanwhile, five points

from nine represents the bare
minimum expected. Of concern,

though, is requiring 90th-minute goals
in their previous two league games and
having to survive a nerve-shredding
finale to edge past Besiktas, the side
who finished third in the Turkish Super
Lig, to reach the Champions League
group stages.
That said, it had begun promisingly.

Typical probing around the 18-yard box
was eventually rewarded when Santi
Cazorla’s sublime scoop outfoxed the
onrushing Leicester back four, finding
Sanogo, whose laboured attempt from
the six-yard line lacked conviction. To
Arsenal’s good fortune, Kasper
Schmeichel’s save served merely to
divert it into the path of Sánchez, who
swept home from close range.
There was no panic from Pearson’s

team. Already they play like a side who
believe that they belong in the Premier
League. In their opener against
Everton, their riposte to falling behind
arrived within two minutes. Here it was
the same and, in a curious of twist of
fate, it came courtesy of the same
source in the very same minute.
The interchange from Jeffrey

Schlupp and David Nugent down the
left was super-slick, concluding with
the Ghana international’s pinpoint
arcing delivery. Allowed time and space
by his marker, Laurent Koscielny —
still rattled by a heavy aerial collision
with Schlupp shortly before, which had
required the all-clear from the club
doctor for him to continue — Ulloa
could choose his spot, heading inside

ratings
Leicester City (4-4-2): K Schmeichel 6 — R De Laet 7,
W Morgan 7, L Moore 7, P Konchesky 7 — R Mahrez 8 (sub:
M Albrighton, 64min 6), A King 7, D Hammond 7, J Schlupp
7 (sub: J Vardy, 70 6) — D Nugent 6, L Ulloa 7 (sub:
D Drinkwater, 77). Substitutes not used: B Hamer,
E Cambiasso, J Wasilewski, C Wood. Booked: Hammond,
Moore, Albrighton.
Arsenal (4-2-3-1): W Szczesny 6 — M Debuchy 5,
P Mertesacker 6, L Koscielny 4 (sub: C Chambers, 26 6),
N Monreal 6 — M Flamini 6, A Ramsey 6 —M Özil 4, S Cazorla
7 (sub: A Oxlade-Chamberlain, 77), A Sánchez 6 — Y Sanogo
4 (sub: L Podolski, 77). Substitutes not used: D Martínez,
T Rosicky, J Campbell, J Wilshere. Booked: Szczesny.
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The past few months have seen Hull
City’s players add glorious chapters to a
previously modest 110-year history, but
that did not spare them from a total
tongue-lashing from Steve Bruce, their
enraged manager, yesterday.
The Europa League odyssey that

came from being last season’s beaten
FA Cup finalists turned out to be short-
lived, ending in away-goals elimination
by Lokeren on Thursday night, but
many a team have found it difficult to
muster a passable Premier League
performance straight after a European
tie, as Bruce knows from his years of
service under Sir Alex Ferguson at
Manchester United.
Yet so poor were Hull in the first half

at Villa Park that Bruce, relieved to be
only two goals down, showed them no
mercy in the away dressing room
before completing the condemnation in
public after the final whistle.
“That was arguably the worst I’ve

seen us perform in my two years here,”
he said. “Thankfully there was a
response and on another day we could
have nicked something, but I still can’t
get over how bad we were in the first
half. We were so lifeless it was
incredible. We gifted them goals, we
made mistake after mistake, we didn’t
get above a jog, so how do you expect
to win a Premier League game?
“I wish we could get them in

tomorrow but we can’t because most
are away on international duty. Mind
you, if they keep playing like that they
won’t be internationals.”
Ouch. He had a point, though, as

Villa had been worth more than the

two-goal cushion given to them by
Gabriel Agbonlahor and Andreas
Weimann, with each having a
significant hand in the other’s goal.
Agbonlahor swivelled in the 14th
minute to remind everyone that he
used to be an England pick and turned
provider in the 36th by sending Kieran
Richardson into space on the left of the
box to pick out the Austrian.
Fabian Delph, the new England

recruit, had rattled the crossbar in the
second minute and Ashley Westwood
saw a free kick strike an upright just
before an interval that Bruce admitted
had him “ranting and raving”.
The revival took a while to arrive,

Nikica Jelavic heading home from a
free kick, but Villa had to hang on after
that, Brad Guzan, the goalkeeper,
making an excellent save to deny Jake
Livermore and a more routine stop
from Sone Aluko, a substitute.
Villa have made their best league

start since 2006 and are in a
Champions League slot, for the time
being, with supporters content enough
to sing the name of Paul Lambert, the
manager; something that has not
happened too often in the past. “Next
week it could be something else,” the
Scot, only half-joking, said.
Both managers expect to be busy on

transfer deadline day. Bruce is close to
completing the signing of Abel
Hernández, the Palermo striker, to
replace Shane Long and has moved
George Boyd on to Burnley.
Bruce has given up on Tom Cleverley

but Lambert remains hopeful of signing
the Manchester United man, and also
wants to bring in at least one more
player. The Scot has agreed to let
Karim El Ahmadi leave for Feyenoord
but is adamant that Ron Vlaar, the
captain, who suffered a calf injury in
this match, leaving his side to complete
it a man down, will not be sold.

Furious Bruce
shows no mercy
after Hull let
standards slip
in horror show

jon west

AstonVilla
Agbonlahor 14, Weimann 36 2
Hull City
Jelavic 74 1

RefereeMClattenburg Attendance 28,336

ratings
Aston Villa (4-1-4-1): B Guzan 7 — A Hutton 6, R Vlaar 7,
P Senderos 7, A Cissokho 6 — A Westwood 7 — C N’Zogbia
6 (sub: C Sánchez, 64 6), K Richardson 7 (sub: J Grealish,
75), F Delph 7, A Weimann 7 — G Agbonlahor 8 (sub:
D Bent, 85). Substitutes not used: S Given, N Baker,
L Bacuna, J Cole. Booked: Guzan.
Hull City (3-5-2): A McGregor 6 — C Davies 4 (sub:
L Rosenior, 46 6), M Dawson 5, P McShane 7 —
A Elmohamady 5, S Quinn 7, T Huddlestone 5 (sub: S Aluko,
71), J Livermore 5, A Robertson 5 — T Ince 5 (sub:
R Brady, 57 7), N Jelavic 6. Substitutes not used: S Harper,
A Bruce, D Meyler, Y Sagbo. Booked: Jelavic, Elmohamady,
Quinn.

On the up: Weimann celebrates after
scoring Aston Villa’s second goal, which
helped his side to secure their best start
to a Premier League season since 2006
NEVILLE WILLIAMS/ASTON VILLA VIA GETTYIMAGES
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brendan mcloughlin

Arsène Wenger, the Arsenal manager,
failed to offer guarantees that he will
sign a striker before the transfer
window shuts tonight, despite
conceding that Yaya Sanogo’s
shortcomings in front of goal are
becoming an increasing problem.
While Wenger’s side laboured to a

draw at Leicester City in which a mere
quarter of their 24 attempts found the,
an obvious solution disappeared to a
striker shortage which has intensified
following Olivier Giroud’s injury Loïc
Rémy completed a switch to rivals
Chelsea.
Sanogo, below, yet to score in any of

his 17 competitive outings since his
arrival from Auxerre last year, provided
little cause for optimism that he is a
ready-made solution with a
performance bereft of conviction.
His form, Wenger conceded, is a

mounting concern. “When you are 21
and play up front and don’t score, it is
very quickly a problem,” he said.
“I don’t think that problem will last

very long, but when you have a chance
to play for Arsenal and you don’t score,
it is a problem.
“He tried very hard. You can say he

didn’t score, yes. Is it on his mind? Of
course. He is a striker and scored many
goals as a young player.”
The closing minutes were played out

to a chorus of “sign a f****** striker”
from the travelling hordes. Wenger,
though, refused to raise hopes that he is
about to repeat last year’s significant
spending on deadline day, when Mesut
Özil was recruited for £42.5million.
“The solution [for the fans] every

time you don’t win a game is to buy
somebody,” he said. “They have to trust
us to buy the best possible solution.
“Why did Manchester City not beat

Stoke? They have plenty of strikers.
Football is a team sport, not an
individual one. I don’t like to promise
what 100 per cent doesn’t only depend
on me. We can talk and talk. Even if we
sign someone or not, could we win
today without anybody? Yes.”

Wenger admits
stand-in is not
solution but is
reluctant to
buy striker

the left post. “If he wasn’t injured, we
wouldn’t have conceded the goal,”
Wenger said. “I was told he could go
back on but, after that, he asked to go
off. He was not concussed but there
was a wound on top of the head.”
Leicester began the second period as

they finished the first; Ulloa could —
and, in reality, should — have put his
team ahead when he controlled Riyad
Mahrez’s pass superbly, then outwitted
the sliding Calum Chambers with
a drop of the shoulder, only for his
clipped effort to find the side-netting.
Aaron Ramsey headed tamely into

Schmeichel’s arms when a simple
square ball to Sanogo represented the
better option after another piece of
Cazorla wizardy. Within a minute, a
glorious opportunity did come Sanogo’s
way, with Nacho Monreal slipping him
through down the left channel only for
Schmeichel to step smartly off his line
to deny him. He was, unsurprisingly,
replaced, yet it was Leicester who
had the final chance, Wojciech
Szczesny thwarting Jamie Vardy.
Titles will not be won at such places

as Leicester, but they can certainly be
lost. The next 24 hours could go some
way to determining which category
Arsenal will fall into.

Point proved: Ulloa
rises to head home the
equaliser that earned
Leicester a point after
Sánchez had put Arsenal
in front, facing page
BRADLEY ORMESHER
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Sterling sparkles
to overshadow
you know who

Tottenham 0
Liverpool
Sterling 8, Gerrard 49 (pen),
Moreno 60 3

Referee PDowd Attendance 36,130

oliver kay
Chief Football Correspondent

The highest praise you could offer
Liverpool’s performance at White Hart
Lane yesterday was that, even while
wearing one pink boot and one
turquoise on his much heralded return
to English football, Mario Balotelli was
nothing like the centre of attention.
Brendan Rodgers, already a little

piqued by the media fascination with
his latest signing, had said beforehand
that “it’s not the Mario Balotelli show”
and that his team would continue to
transcend any individual. That is
certainly how it looked yesterday, with
the new acquisition from AC Milan
appearing to settle quickly into a
machine that clicked into gear to inflict
another resounding defeat on
Tottenham Hotspur.
This was a reality check for

Tottenham, who had begun the new
season with victories over West Ham
United and Queens Park Rangers in
the Barclays Premier League and AEL
Limassol, twice, in the Europa League.
They had no answer to the speed and

fluency of Liverpool’s attacking play
and, after goals from the outstanding
Raheem Sterling, Steven Gerrard and
Alberto Moreno put the visiting team
3-0 up inside an hour, Mauricio
Pochettino might just have been
grateful that the scoreline did not end

up quite so one-sided as on the teams’
two meetings last season.
A 5-0 home defeat in this fixture last

December proved the end for André
Villas-Boas’s tenure at Tottenham.
A 4-0 loss at Anfield in March was
followed within days by the news that
Tim Sherwood would be replaced in
the summer. This, by contrast, will be
greeted internally as a mere setback
after an encouraging start for
Pochettino, who said that his players
had been beaten by “a very good team
who almost won the Premier League
last season and have been building the
team for more than two years”.
The sale of Luis Suárez to Barcelona

has represented the greatest challenge
in Rodgers’s construction job with
Liverpool, but he maintains that his
club have invested the proceeds of that
deal far more shrewdly than Tottenham
did after the departure of Gareth Bale
last summer. It is not as easy as it
sounds, improving a team after selling a
star player for an enormous fee, so at
this early stage of the season Rodgers
will be delighted by a performance such
as this in a difficult-looking game that
four of his summer signings — Javier
Manquillo, Dejan Lovren, Alberto
Moreno and Balotelli — started, with
Emre Can and Lazar Markovic coming
off the bench.
Balotelli should have scored at least

once in the first half. Less than three
minutes had gone when Sturridge
crossed from the left, picking out
Balotelli at the far post. The Italian’s
first effort, a header, was well saved by
Hugo Lloris, but it was less excusable

ratings
Tottenham Hotspur (4-2-3-1): H Lloris 5 — E Dier 5,
Y Kaboul 4, J Vertonghen 4, D Rose 4 (sub: B Davies, 71min)
— N Bentaleb 6 (sub: M Dembélé, 59 5), E Capoue 5 —
C Eriksen 4 (sub: A Townsend, 59 4), E Lamela 5, N Chadli 5
— E Adebayor 5. Substitutes not used: B Friedel,
V Chiriches,L Holtby, H Kane.
Liverpool (4-3-1-2): S Mignolet 7 — J Manquillo 7, D Lovren
6, M Sakho 6, A Moreno 8 — J Henderson 8, S Gerrard 7,
J Allen 6 (sub: Emre Can, 61 6) — R Sterling 8 (sub:
J Enrique, 85) — M Balotelli 6 (sub: L Markovic, 61 5),
D Sturridge 7. Substitutes not used: BJones, KTouré,
RLambert, PCoutinho. Booked: Manquillo, Moreno, Sterling,
Allen.

that he scuffed the follow-up wide.
Then came another free header, with
which he missed the target from Steven
Gerrard’s free kick, and, to the delight
of the home supporters, a misdirected
volley when the ball dropped at his feet
35 yards from an unguarded goal after
a poor kick from Hugo Lloris near the
end of the first half.
By that stage, Liverpool were 1-0 up

through Sterling’s seventh-minute goal,
which underlined Rodgers’s point about
how the fluency of his team is what
really matters. Sturridge dropped
towards the right touchline, evaded Jan
Vertonghen and played a clever pass
into the path of Jordan Henderson,
driving forward through the inside-
right channel. Henderson’s break from
midfield was matched by that from
Sterling, arriving on the blind side of
the Tottenham defence to score at the
far post when the cross arrived.
There were chances at the other end

too, but they tended to owe more to
poor Liverpool defending than any
great ingenuity on Tottenham’s part.
Emmanuel Adebayor should have

scored after the visiting defence was
carved open by Nabil Bentaleb’s pass
over the top, but the forward’s lob
landed on the roof of the net. Similarly,
when Lovren and Mamadou Sakho
were caught out by a routine diagonal
ball from Eric Dier, an equaliser looked
likely, but Nacer Chadli’s fierce shot was
struck too close to Simon Mignolet.
Errant defending was the only real

threat to Liverpool — the Lovren-
Sakho partnership needs a lot of work
— but Tottenham’s carelessness was on
another scale. Early in the second half,
Dier inexplicably tugged Joe Allen in
the penalty area. Allen’s tumble was
theatrical, but that, sadly, is to be
expected these days. It was a soft
penalty rather than a harsh one. Either
way, Gerrard showed no mercy.
Pochettino sent on Mousa Dembélé

and Andros Townsend in the hope of
seeing something different from his
team, but the latter’s first contribution
was to be dispossessed by Moreno just
inside the Liverpool half. Moreno
accelerated away, continued his run
and let fly from inside the penalty area,
beating Loris to make it 3-0.
Balotelli took his leave soon after and

watched from the bench as Sterling
sparkled in the final half-hour. One
mazy run, in particular, underlined
Sterling’s talent, even if the finish did
not.
Tottenham never threatened to make

a game of it and at times it seemed that

a repeat of last season’s 5-0 scoreline
might be on the cards.
When Rodgers described afterwards

how his diamond formation had meant
that Liverpool would never be
outnumbered by what he called
Tottenham’s “narrow” 4-2-3-1, it all
sounded remarkably easy.
It looks easy, too, when talented

players are all pulling in the right
direction, enhancing a framework in
which they are all comfortable. That
challenge has been complicated a little
by the arrival of Balotelli, but this was
a highly encouraging start.

TALKING TACTICS Run of form

Pass
Runwith ball

Moreno

A

B

AlbertoMoreno upstagedMario Balotelli
with by scoring after a 60-yard run.
A The left back dispossessed Andros
Townsend and B charged goalwards to
score Liverpool's third

Moreno

Townsend

Capoue

Sturridge

Kaboul
Vertonghen

Lloris

Finishing touch: Moreno, having run
from his own half after dispossessing
Townsend, strikes past Capoue to put
Liverpool 3-0 ahead at White Hart Lane
GRAHAM HUGHES



the times |Monday September 1 2014 FGM 55

the game6 Barclays Premier League

What we
learnt
this week
rory smith

Hello, Mario.
Welcome back
There was always going
to be a “welcome to the
Premier League” tackle
on Mario Balotelli
yesterday. It was
delivered by Eric Dier.
Who has played 52
times less in the
Premier League than
Balotelli.

Besic and the
unwanted assist
Poor old Muhamed
Besic. The Bosnian’s
first touch at Goodison
Park on Saturday teed
up Chelsea’s 14th goal
of the season: by some
distance the worst
introduction to the
Premier League since
Adrian Chiles left
MOTD2.

Torres learning
from the best
Farewell, then,
Fernando Torres. The
Spaniard arrived at
AC Milan over the
weekend, declaring his
excitement at the
prospect of working
with new coach Pippo
Inzaghi. “I am sure he
can teach me a lot.”
Expect Torres to add
being offside, missing
easy chances and
sulking to his skillset.

Dawson’s team
doesn’t add up
Michael Dawson — the
departing Spurs captain
— was asked by the
club’s programme to
name a best XI from
his time at the club. He
picked 12 players. But
even that is not as
shocking as Danny Rose
being in it.

One to tell your
grandchildren
Sentences you never
thought you’d see:
“Dean Hammond was
selected ahead of
Esteban Cambiasso.”

Cover image: Times photographer:
Graham Hughes

WATCH THE HIGHLIGHTS
ONLINE
free with a times subscription thetimes.co.uk/goals
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Balotelli not cutting corners for Rodgers
gary jacob

Liverpool were practising defending
corners last week when Mario Balotelli
was horrified to be asked to drop into
the penalty area and mark an
opponent. It was an early test of the
relationship and authority between the
tempestuous striker and Brendan
Rodgers, his Liverpool manager. “He
said, ‘I don’t mark at corners,’ ” Rodgers
said. “Ah, you do now. For the first time
in his life, he marked at a corner. Treat
him like an adult with responsibility . . .”
Rodgers’s sentence tailed off, possibly

because a number of managers have
said similar and been disappointed by
the outcome. Early impressions were
positive. Balotelli cleared one corner
against Tottenham Hotspur yesterday,
but the two more telling headers came
at the other end and neither went in
from close range. Hugo Lloris denied
him and he glanced another wide at the
back post. There was a clever back-heel
to release Daniel Sturridge and a wild

half-volley with Lloris stranded and the
goal gaping.
Rodgers might hope that the

hullaballoo surrounding Balotelli, 24,
will end after his debut, when the
striker emerged wearing one blue boot,
the other pink. “Mario’s a good guy, a
good man,” Rodgers said. “If you take
away the circus that surrounds him,
and the circus he probably invites
himself sometimes, and control the
background noise, and get him focused
on his football, he’s a good fella. He’ll
make mistakes, but today you saw him
get his reward for a real good week’s
work. You can see he’ll be a handful for
defenders. He is at an age where he has
got to show maturity.”
Balotelli inquired about being the

club’s penalty-taker. Steven Gerrard

scored a record-breaking 43rd spot-
kick yesterday and will continue to
assume the responsibility. After
a stuttering victory over
Southampton and
defeat by
Manchester
City on
Monday,
Rodgers
felt that
this display resembled matches
last season and praised Raheem
Sterling for his dribble. “We
played very well and clicked back
into where we were last season,” he
said. “I had to laugh when he almost
scored the fourth. He dribbled through
the Spurs defence like Ricky Villa, but
his finish was more like Ricky
Gervais.”
Tottenham could quibble about

the game-changing moments
either side of the interval when
Nacer Chadli should have
scored and Phil Dowd
awarded a soft penalty, but

their limitations
were apparent.
They played

deep, scared of
Liverpool’s blistering

pace, and had no
attacking player to stretch

the opposition. Lloris and the
defenders were jittery at the start
and Christian Eriksen off the pace.

Mauricio Pochettino,
the head coach,
suffered his first
defeat after four
consecutive victories.

“Maybe the team felt
some pressure from last

season, after two defeats
against Liverpool,” Pochettino
said. “I am proud of the players
because they tried. It’s not easy

for them to believe and to try and
play a different way, as we demand.

This was unlucky, maybe, but in the key
moments of the game we lost it. From
my point of view, it was a pretty soft
penalty.”
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Tiernan-Locke
reveals pain
after verdict
that left his
career in ruins

Progress ended: Tiernan-Locke competes in Belgium during happier times as a rider before being found guilty of doping

T
his is the first national
newspaper interview that
Jonathan Tiernan-Locke has
given since he was banned
from professional cycling for

two years for taking performance-
enhancing drugs. We are sitting in a
café in Plymouth; now is his elected
time to give his side of the story and,
first up, he insists he is innocent.
Tiernan-Locke is a 29-year-old

Devonianwhowas, until July 17when a
tribunal found him guilty of doping, a
professional rider for Team Sky. He
seems like a good guy; I quickly find I
like him and so I want to believe him
when he spends 90 minutes pledging
that he is the victim of a horrible, life-
defining miscarriage of justice.
The problem he has is that the vast

majority of dopers have said they are
innocent and victims, and many of
them have been very likeable too. The
vast majority of “I’m innocent”
interviews have been given by liars.
Tiernan-Locke’s twin sister,

Caroline, has given an interview too, to
the Evening Herald, of Plymouth, in
which she movingly tells of how the
family are “devastated” and that he is
innocent. You wonder if she is lying; or
if he would lie to her.
He says thatoneof the toughest parts

of the experience was having to see his
parentsdealingwith it. “Ihadananwho
passed away recently and she was
always watching cycling on TV,” he
says. “She took it quite hard as well.
That was just sad.”
He also says that his tribunal, which

was held on the first two days of July,
was carried over from one day to the
next after he had fainted in court. This,
at the very least, is true.
He could have appealed, he says, but

the cost is prohibitive. He has already
spent £60,000 on his defence. He
reckons anappeal against a case that he
has lost at every turn would have cost
about £100,000. “In a vain and
expensive attempt to clear my name in
a case I would probably lose,” he asked
rhetorically, “what’s the point?”
He also described his tribunal

hearing as a “Mickey Mouse court”.
One line of the Final Decision
document jumps out, which is that the
levelofproof required to findhimguilty
is “more than a balance of probability,
but less thanproof beyonda reasonable
doubt”. In other words, more than
51per cent proof; not the level required
for a criminal conviction in this
country. The rules here, it should be
noted, are those set by theWorld Anti-
Doping Organisation. Tiernan-Locke
says: “In front of a jury, it wouldn’t have
reached that verdict, no way.”
Tiernan-Locke’s is the first Athlete

Biological Passport (ABP) case in the
UK. He never tested positive for drugs,
yet his ABP, which tracks his blood
values over sequential tests, showed an
anomaly from a test on September 22,
2012, suggesting that he had taken a
blood-booster to improve performance
on the Tour of Britain, which he had
won six days previously.
His victory in that race finally

secured him, on September 20, a
lucrative professional contract with
Team Sky; Tiernan-Locke’s defence is
that he celebrated that night, with his
girlfriend, to such alcoholic excess that
his blood values were completely
skewed a day and a bit later. The
working figure used in the tribunal was
335 grams or 33 units of alcohol in six
hours, butTiernan-Locke saysmemory
lossmakes this only an educated guess.
This sounds reasonable, but for the

fact that he was due to represent Great
Britain in the World Championships,
for the first time, on September 23, plus
his assertion that, on September 21,
when he would have woken with the
hangover from hell, he hardly
rehydrated. Any hungover person
drinks water the next day, do they not,
especially when they are about to
compete for their country? Tiernan-
Locke says: “Maybe I had a couple of
glasses of water.”
The success of a defence in an ABP

case, however, rests less on the story
than the science. Tiernan-Locke lost
his decision because when two
opposing sets of scientists disputed the
effect of alcohol on blood levels, the
three-man panel believed the
prosecution more than Tiernan-
Locke’s man, Dr Kingsley Hampton, a
senior lecturer in haematology at the
University of Sheffield. The argument
was restricted by the fact that no
scientific analysis had ever been done
on the effect of such a whopping
alcoholic binge on an elite athlete.
Interestingly,Hamptonalsoworks as

a consultant to Team Sky. In other
words, the specialist whom Team Sky

science, managed to commission an
approved research programme in
Colombia. Henao was subsequently
cleared of wrongdoing and returned to
racing in the Tour of Switzerland.
Infinitely simpler, in the case of

Tiernan-Locke, would have been to
establish the effect of 335 grams of
alcohol onanelite rider. Just fill him full
of wine and vodka again and tell him
not to drink water the next day.
Tiernan-Locke’s defence did consider

this, but decided against because they
could not replicate the exact
physiological circumstances of a rider
whohas just won a big race. Yet,maybe,
they just did not want to find out.
Tiernan-Locke, though, is resigned

to the status quo. “No one’s ever beaten
the passport,” he says.Whenpushedon
his decision not to appeal, he says: “At
the end of it, what have I got? I am still
damaged goods, I am still not going to
get a ride in a decent team.” This is fair
enough, but it still makes you wonder:
would you not push on to the end?
This is what Tiernan-Locke has to

live with: whatever he says, you may
want to believe but you can only
wonder. “That’s what hurt me the
most,” he says. “I have had loads of
support from friends and former team-
mates. And I don’t give a s*** about
bosses of cycling teams or the media.
Butwhen it comes to friendsand family,
all my friends are pretty switched on,
they are bound to ask the question —
what went on? — or at least think it.
That’s always the toughest part.”
Indeed it is. What really went on?

And can you believe Tiernan-Locke?

The former Team Sky cyclist argues that
he is the victim of an injustice but is not
still fighting his case, writesOwen Slot

employ believes that the rider Team
Sky have now sacked, and who feels he
had been frozen out by the team
throughout the process, had a valid
defence.
In a different case this year, Sky

noted anomalies in the blood values of
another rider, Sergio Henao, who had
been tested in the winter when altitude
training at home in Colombia. On this
occasion, Sky bent over backwards for
their rider and, noting the lack of

The background

6Though Jonathan Tiernan-Locke
became a Sky rider, his anomalous test
was given when he was riding for his
previous team, Endura, right. Sky have
always insisted that he was clean in
the year that he rode for them.

6Brian Smith, his manager at Endura,
insists that Tiernan-Locke was not a
doper.

6Team Sky were criticised for not

taking due diligence when
signing Tiernan-Locke.
They now study
athletes’ biological
passports before signing
them and have turned
down potential recruits
because of their
passport values.

6Sky left Tiernan-Locke
to fight his case alone. He

says that the team “dropped me
like a stone”. Team Sky point

out that he was invited to
the team training camp

three months after his case
came to light.

6The Athlete Biological
Passport is regarded as hugely
influential in making cycling a

cleaner sport.
Words by Owen Slot
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England require
something extra
to avoid heroic
sporting suicide

I
f ever there was an English season
inneedof the exceptional, this is it.
One year out from theWorld Cup
withan international teampraised
from one end of the world to

the other for rediscovering English
humility. But are humility, hard work
andhomeadvantage enough towin the
World Cup?
Evidence from the summer suggests

that Twickenhamwill need to beworth
a dozen points or so against New
Zealand unless someone else knocks
them out of the competition. If that
someone is South Africa, the Spring-
boks, with their fine record at Twicken-
ham, would prove formidable.
One wonders whether hard work,

humility and Twickenham will even
catapult them from a pool in which
bothWales andAustralia are capable of
the extraordinary. There are plenty of
questions for Stuart Lancaster in the
year ahead. There are potential
answers but the England head coach
needs a rethink.
The richest irony is that Lancaster is

striving for exactly the sort of dynamic
game for which some critics (me
included) have been yearning for a
decade. New Zealand liked what they
saw in the summer. The Kiwis saw a
side attempting to play with the sort of
pace and invention at which the All
Blacks are sole masters, as their recent
half-century of points against Australia
illustrated.
England went for it. They refused to

go into their shells and selected a team
to slow down the All Blacks. They
picked a team to fight firewith fire. And

they were burnt. And it was obvious, it
was naive. It was naive because New
Zealand possess superior individuals
and understanding of playing the
highest level of rugby at pace.
Lancaster isnotaman forabackward

step and anything to get teams playing
more positive rugby should be
acclaimed. So let us acclaim England,
but let us also admit that unless
England unearth more exceptional
players in thecourseof this season, they
could be walking towards a heroic sort
of sporting suicide in 2015.
There are names. The most obvious

is Steffon Armitage, but he will need to
emulate his incredible last season to
stay in contention. While the incum-
bent squad will be given leeway for
inconsistency, Armitage will be judged
harshly. It is harder to get out of a squad
than it is to get in it.
Such is the New Zealand way. Aaron

Cruden suffered an indifferent domes-
tic seasonandall ofNewZealand called
for Beauden Barrett to be elected at fly
half, but Steve Hansen stuck with his
man. The fly half repaid him with a
performance of bewildering brilliance
in the demolition of Australia.
This loyalty to the squad engenders

the club feel that Lancaster has created
with England. But if the exceptional is
lacking, something has to be added to
hard graft and good intentions.Hansen
ignored the existing New Zealand
regulations and drafted Sonny Bill
Williams straight into the Kiwi mix for
their autumn tour. Even though they
have rare talent, Williams has
exceptional range to his game. Rules

exist in order to be tested, strained and,
when necessary, broken.
The chance of Sam Burgess being

named in the England elite squad
before he arrives inBath fromAustralia
is nil. Yet Iwould fast-trackhim into the
squad. He might just be the man to
make the difference a year from now. If
hedoesn’twear the red rose this season,
he will not play in the World Cup.
Had England a midfield that

functioned, I would not be suggesting
anything quite as radical, but England
touched down from New Zealand as

confused as ever. It appears that Manu
Tuilagi and Owen Farrell are set for
outside centre and fly half, respectively,
but nobody has made the No12 shirt
remotely their own.
In a recent interview, Chris Robshaw

stated how good it was for England to
have two or three people pushing for
everyposition; to apoint.The flip side is
an absence of outstanding players who
own that shirt. World champion teams
have a core of certainties.
One man as certain as his place as

any is Farrell; the fly half has a

magnificent temperament, a given
requirement for an internationalNo10.
Yet what if the other team have a bloke
with the same mental strengths and
superior technical ones?
Outstanding in the RBS Six Nations,

where the psychological pressure is
greater than the technical require-
ments, Farrell produces a worrying
number of off-days for someone who is
perceived as a key part of the cog rather
than one of those flimsy match-
winners we so mistrust.
On Saturday, George Ford and Dan-

nyCipriani should take the field against
one another. The former has excep-
tional vision but has much to do to
convince Lancaster of his mental
strength. Cipriani, on his day, has it all.
TheSaleSharks flyhalf hadan interest-
ing tour inNewZealand.He played on-
ly a fewminutes of international rugby
but looked the part, while his under-
stated half against the Crusaders dem-
onstrated his ability to control a game.
The door to the teamand themindof

the head coach should remain open to
significant potential changes. If he
wants to shoot for the stars stylistically,
the Aviva Premiership has a positive
part toplay;whether the fast track is the
right track depends upon Lancaster’s
eyes being open to the exceptional.

Stuart Barnes says the Premiership
has a big part to play in supporting
the host nation’s World Cup challenge

Best for rugby
Stuart Barnes
The former England fly
half and voice of rugby
writes on Mondays and
Fridays in The Times

Owen Slot
Our Chief Rugby
Correspondent brings you
his essential new weekly
column on Tuesdays

Paul Ackford
On Saturday, the former
England lock returns for
the new season in his
regular slot

Video highlights
Watch the best bits of
every Aviva Premiership
match on your phone,
tablet and PC

Complete package: Cipriani is a mercurial talent who on his day has it all, but the
fly half showed against the Crusaders this summer that he can control a game

CLIVE BRUNSKILL/GETTY IMAGES
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Kenthavewritten to theECBtoregister
dismay at gate-share arrangements in
light ofWarwickshire’s cut-price ticket-
ing policy for the Royal London Cup
semi-final at Edgbaston on Thursday.
The county claim it will not just leave
themshort-changed, but is also devalu-
ing one of county cricket’s biggest days.
Jamie Clifford, the Kent chief execu-

tive, believes a 50-50 split of gate
receipts would be more appropriate,
especially as Warwickshire will charge
only£10 for thegame,withmembers (of
both clubs) and juniors allowed in free.
He said: “As a game wemust be mad. It
is short-sighted andhas the potential to

be deeply damaging to county cricket’s
ability to justify ticket prices formatch-
es like these in the future.”
Kent chargedup to £25 for adults and

£10 for juniors for last Friday’s quarter-
final against Gloucestershire, which
they won by 24 runs. Kent’s members
were charged £15 for an advance ticket,
with almost 1,000 turningup in a crowd
of about 3,000.
Clifford said: “All away teams in the

knockoutmatches are entitled to 25per
cent of gate receipts, but nothing of the
secondary spendon food anddrink and
merchandise, so Gloucestershire also
benefited fromour decision to price the
match sensibly.Wedidn’t short-change
them.”

Mark Baldwin

Kent angry over ‘unfair share’

Two opening batsmen, one whose
international days appear to belong to
the past and the otherwho could follow
his brother into the England side, were
to the fore in the LV= County Champi-
onship yesterday. Nick Comptonmade
79 with 11 fours for Somerset against
Northamptonshire, and Angus Robson
achievedhismaidencentury inhis 28th
first-class innings, for Leicestershire off
Hampshire’s attack.
Compton has had a middling season

by his standards, although there is a
general feeling in the West Country
that he has been harshly treated by the
England selectors. Few batsmen,

though, are more steadfast when
wickets are falling at the other end.
Later in the day, Somerset, whose

chances of becoming first division
champions seemingly were ended
when they were beaten by Warwick-
shire in their previous match at
Taunton, were buoyed by Alex Barrow
striking 88 with 18 fours.
Robson, who at 22 is three years

younger than his brother, Sam, has not
clarified whether he wishes to play for
Australia, where he was born and
raised, or in England, where he holds a
UK passport. Hedging his bets will at
least give him the opportunity to see
how his brother is treated by the
selectors when England’s Test-match

programme resumes next year. His
preference for playing off the back foot
was evident during his innings of 115 at
the Ageas Bowl, made with 17 fours.
At Lord’s,Warwickshire, who retain

a chance of winning a treble of trophies
this season, were indebted again to
further runs against Middlesex by
Rikki Clarke, whose all-round achieve-
ments at Chelmsford last week enabled
them to gain a place in the semi-finals
of the Royal London Cup. Clarke was
unbeaten on 93 at the close.
AtCanterbury,ChrisCookemadehis

maiden championship century for
Glamorgan against Kent. He had
struck 171 by the time he was last man
out, including 18 fours and a six.

Ivo Tennant

Openers deliver reminder to selectors

Morris shows
mean streak
until Hughes
stops the rot

If, as seems certain, Worcestershire
return to the top flight this year, they
will have extended their astonishing
recordofbeingeitherpromotedor rele-
gated in nine of the past dozen seasons.
Habitually up or down, they are a side
whomight adapt their club badge to in-
clude the grand old Duke of York.
Whatever the result, they cannot

quite secure the prize in thismatch, but
having seen Derbyshire reach 153 for
one after 45 overs, they gained reward
for admirably attacking cricket when,
with close catchers consistently posted,
they controlled the game from an hour
after lunch, claiming five catches in all
at slip as Charlie Morris returned four
for 43.
Patently, Worcestershire’s promo-

tionbidhas restedheavilyon the spinof
Saeed Ajmal, still the championship’s
leading wicket-taker despite playing
only nine games, and they will be anx-
ious that the Pakistan off spinner’s
bowling action, tested today in Bris-
bane, is deemed legitimate. ButMorris,
with 50 scalps this summer, including
46 in the championship at 24.74, should
not be overshadowed.
After Joe Leach, who proved profli-

gate after striking with his seventh ball,
removed Ben Slater for 29when an un-
wise cut brought an edge to second slip,
Morris watched Wayne Madsen and
BillyGodlemanadd 112beforebreaking
an increasingly aggressive stand.
In five overs, Morris removed Mad-

sen, reprieved on 29, for 56 and Godle-
man, who equalled his Derbyshire
championship best with 55, at first slip.
When Chesney Hughes undid his re-
call to the side for a first innings since
April 30 by leaving a Leach ball that
bowled him for 13, Derbyshire had lost
three in an hour and slipped to 183 for
four.
In 13 overs either side of tea, they

regained the balance of play but the
persevering Jack Shantry, outdoing
even Morris’s meanness, at last gained
reward as Wes Durston, pushing, went
for 32 before Morris had Gareth Cross,
both at third slip.
Wayne White, returning on loan

from Lancashire to his native county
after six years, survived two chances
before he was bowled by Morris for six
and, with David Wainwright chipping
to mid-wicket shortly before the close,
only Alex Hughes’s staunch, unbeaten
73 prevented dismissal inside the day.

Sidebottom leads
way as Yorkshire
gain upper hand

Twelve years is an uncomfortably long
wait for a victory in a Roses match,
but if Yorkshire can build on their
promising start to this game, prizes
richer than mere local bragging rights
lie in store.
Having begun the game six points

clear at the top of the LV= County
Championship yesterday, Yorkshire
bowled Lancashire out for a below-par
278, a total that Adam Lyth and Alex
Lees, their impressive left-handed
opening partnership, had nibbled away
at hungrily before the close, raising
hopes that they will go into the crucial
game next week away to Nottingham-
shire, the second-placedside, inaneven
stronger position.
As if any added incentive were

required for theWhiteRose county this
week, they also have the opportunity to
nudge Lancashire a little closer to the
relegation trapdoor.
Much has changed since Yorkshire

last beat their trans-Pennine rivals in
the County Championship.
Some things remain unchanged,

though. Players from both sides
acknowledge that this fixture retains a
little extra edge and the travelling
support is greater than for any other
championship match. And Glen Chap-
ple, of course, is still taking the new ball
for Lancashire, just as he was in 2002
and for a decade before that.
Chapple, 40, is the only player from

that game still in service. Ryan

Sidebottom, fouryears younger, didnot
play even though he was on the
Yorkshire staff at the time, but he
demonstrated his enduring worth
yesterday with a fine new-ball spell
after Chapple had won the toss.
The left-arm seam bowler swung the

second ball of the game into Paul
Horton’s pads, then swung his next ball
away from Usman Khawaja, the left-
hander, providing a catch for Jonny
Bairstow.
From the perils of nought for two,

Lancashire rallied through their stand
of 96 between Luis Reece and Ashwell
Prince for the third wicket, but perhaps
Prince, the former South Africa bats-
man, is less aware than others of Roses
lore.
“No fours before lunch,”was thedour

instruction to Lancashire batsmen, ac-
cording to legend, as they went out to
bat in a Roses match. After completing
a fluent fifty from 57 balls, Prince was
bowled attempting a reverse-sweep at
Adil Rashid, departing with an angry
swish of the bat.
That gesture of self-reproach was to

become increasingly familiar. It was
seen from Alex Davies after he had
drivenRichardPyrahuppishly tocover,
then from Tom Smith, who made 57
before edging a cut at Jack Brooks to
Bairstow.
Lancashire’s last four wickets fell in

nine overs as Sidebottom, Brooks and
Rashid finishedwith threewickets each
on a good pitch.
On a sunlit evening, Lyth and Lees

then made sure-footed progress
against the new ball. The contrast with
the earlier troubles of Lancashire’s top
order was stark and represented the
diverging fortunes of the Roses rivals
this season.

Durham enjoyed the better of early
skirmishes in agame full of significance
at both ends of the first division table,
pitting depleted teams together on a
pitch offering enough help for bowlers
quick and slow without unbalancing
the raw contest between bat and ball.

Having compiled 253 thanks largely
to determined half-centuries by Mark
Stoneman and Michael Richardson,
Durham then made the kind of early
inroads into the Nottinghamshire top
order that have cursed the visiting side
for so long they have almost become a
signature on the scorecards.
In his first over, JohnHastings temp-

ted Steven Mullaney to nibble outside
off stump and then had James Taylor
leg-before with a first-ball yorker to re-
mind the batsman of the vicissitudes of
cricket on the day his previously strong
formwas rewardedwith a call up to the
England Twenty20 squad.

Michael Lumb then went too far
across his stumps to Chris Rushworth
and Samit Patel, again asked to bail out
colleagues, withstood Durham’s efforts
until the last ball of the day from Paul
Coughlin, which he edged to second
slip. The effort by Durham was all the
more commendable for the absence of
five bowlers. Theywere also forced into
a late change when Phil Mustard hurt
his knee during practice.
Richardson duly took the gloves —

he has pedigree as his father used to
keep wicket for South Africa — while
Peter Chase, a 20-year-old Dubliner,
made his debut in the pace attack.

Nottinghamshire responded to
injury and England calls by choosing
Gary Keedy, 39, their spin-bowling
coach, for a club debut. Keedy had
bowled to England in the Trent Bridge
nets last Friday; one cynic suggested he
mayhave found theDurhambatsmena
more challenging group.
Luke Fletcher maintained good con-

trol, Ajmal Shahzad caused problems
without the same consistency and fine
slip catching by Mullaney. That Stone-
manandRichardsonhit 11 and ten fours
in their respective fifties shows they en-
joyed enough bad balls to punish, albeit
not from the admirable Keedy.

Durham exploit conditions to make early gains

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER, GRAHAM MORRIS

On the defensive: Hughes fends off a ball from McClenaghan on his way to
an impressive unbeaten 73 for Derbyshire against Worcestershire yesterday

John Westerby

Emirates Old Trafford (first day of four; Lancashire
won toss): Yorkshire, with all first-innings wickets in
hand, are 217 runs behind Lancashire

Lancashire v
Yorkshire

Neville Scott

Derby (first day of four; Derbyshire won toss):
Derbyshire have scored 323 for eight wickets against
Worcestershire

Derbyshire v
Worcestershire

Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent

Emirates Durham (first day of four; Durham won
toss): Nottinghamshire, with six first-innings wickets
in hand, are 187 runs behind Durham

Durham v
Nottinghamshire
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Sport

Cricket
LV= County Championship
First division
Durham v Nottinghamshire
Emirates Durham (first day of four, Durham
won toss): Nottinghamshire, with six first-
innings wickets in hand, are 187 runs behind
Durham
Durham: First Innings
M D Stoneman b Mullaney 55
K K Jennings b Shahzad 11
S G Borthwick c Taylor b Shahzad 5
†M J Richardson st Read b Patel 73
C S MacLeod c Mullaney b Fletcher 18
*P D Collingwood b Ball 22
G J Muchall not out 37
J W Hastings c Read b Shahzad 1
P Coughlin c Patel b Fletcher 13
C Rushworth lbw b Patel 9
P K D Chase b Ball 2
Extras (lb 5nb 2) 7
Total (75 overs) 253
Fall of wickets: 1-28, 2-34, 3-96, 4-122, 5-164,
6-202, 7-203, 8-229, 9-248.
Bowling: Fletcher 17-3-51-2; Shahzad
17-4-71-3; Franklin 5-0-22-0; Ball 13-0-48-2;
Keedy 12-3-22-0; Mullaney 4-1-14-1; Patel
7-2-20-2.
Nottinghamshire: First Innings
S J Mullaney c Richardson b Hastings 0
M J Lumb lbw b Rushworth 18
J W A Taylor lbw b Hastings 0
S R Patel c Borthwick b Coughlin 26
M H Wessels not out 17
Extras (b 3, nb 2) 5
Total (4 wkts, 19 overs) 66
J E C Franklin, *†C M W Read, A Shahzad, L J
Fletcher, J T Ball and G Keedy to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-3, 2-3, 3-37, 4-66.
Bowling: Rushworth 7-1-29-1; Hastings
7-2-15-2; Coughlin 3-0-15-1; Chase 2-0-4-0.
Umpires: P J Hartley and J H Evans.

Lancashire v Yorkshire
Emirates Old Trafford (first day of four,
Lancashire won toss): Yorkshire, with all first-
innings wickets in hand, are 217 runs behind
Lancashire
Lancashire: First Innings
P J Horton lbw b Sidebottom 0
L M Reece lbw b Sidebottom 53
U T Khawaja c Bairstow b Sidebottom 0
A G Prince b Rashid 53
S J Croft lbw b Brooks 38
†A L Davies c Leaning b Pyrah 35
T C Smith c Bairstow b Brooks 57
S D Parry lbw b Brooks 17
*G Chapple b Rashid 9
S C Kerrigan c Lees b Rashid 0

T E Bailey not out 7
Extras (b 4, lb 5) 9
Total (74.3 overs) 278
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-0, 3-96, 4-121, 5-169,
6-194, 7-240, 8-265, 9-271.
Bowling: Sidebottom 14-3-42-3; Brooks
16-3-64-3; Patterson 15-2-47-0; Rashid
17.3-1-77-3; Pyrah 11-1-35-1; Lyth 1-0-4-0.
Yorkshire: First Innings
A Lyth not out 25
A Z Lees not out 36
Total (no wkt, 19 overs) 61
K SWilliamson, *AWGale, †J M Bairstow, J A
Leaning, A U Rashid, R M Pyrah, S A Patterson,
R J Sidebottom and J A Brooks to bat.
Bowling: Chapple 7-2-17-0; Bailey 7-1-23-0;
Kerrigan 4-0-17-0; Croft 1-0-4-0.
Umpires: S A Garratt and S J O’Shaughnessy.

Middlesex v Warwickshire
Lord’s (first day of four, Middlesex won toss):
Warwickshire have scored 338 runs for six
wickets against Middlesex
Warwickshire: First Innings
*V Chopra b Dexter 25
I J Westwood b Dexter 24
W T S Porterfield lbw b Murtagh 25
I J L Trott lbw b Dexter 41
S R Hain lbw b Harris 10
†P J McKay b Murtagh 28
R Clarke not out 93
K H D Barker not out 60
Extras (lb 15, w 1, nb 16) 32
Total (6 wkts, 96 overs) 338
J S Patel, O J Hannon-Dalby and R O Gordon to
bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-61, 2-78, 3-99, 4-122, 5-158,
6-205.
Bowling: Murtagh 22-3-61-2; Roland-Jones
20-3-81-0; Harris 20-6-77-1; Dexter 21-5-63-3;
Patel 13-1-41-0.
Middlesex: *C J L Rogers, S D Robson, N R T
Gubbins, D J Malan, N J Dexter, †J A Simpson,
P R Stirling, T S Roland-Jones, J A R Harris, T J
Murtagh, R H Patel.
Umpires: N G C Cowley and G D Lloyd.

Somerset v Northamptonshire
Taunton (first day of four, Northamptonshire
won toss): Northamptonshire, with all first-
innings wickets in hand, are 275 runs behind
Somerset
Somerset: First Innings
*M E Trescothick b Willey 12
J G Myburgh lbw b Willey 12
N R D Compton lbw b Azharullah 79
T B Abell b Azharullah 2
J C Hildreth c Kettleborough b Hall 22
†A W R Barrow c Rossington b Willey 88
P D Trego c Rossington b Azharullah 13
C Overton run out 22

L Gregory c Hall b Willey 33
A C Thomas b Middlebrook 6
M J Leach not out 8
Extras (lb 9nb 8) 17
Total (82.1 overs) 314
Fall of wickets: 1-24, 2-25, 3-42, 4-70, 5-223,
6-235, 7-250, 8-279, 9-299.
Bowling: Willey 17.1-2-64-4; Azharullah 24-7-
69-3; Wagner 21-3-92-0; Hall 12-1-50-1;
Middlebrook 8-1-30-1.
Northamptonshire: First Innings
*S D Peters not out 14
J M Kettleborough not out 18
Extras (b 1, lb 6) 7
Total (no wkt, 11 overs) 39
J D Middlebrook, K J Coetzer, R I Keogh, †A M
Rossington, BMDuckett, A J Hall, D JWilley, N
Wagner and M Azharullah to bat.
Bowling: Thomas 6-2-13-0; Gregory 4-0-15-0;
Overton 1-0-4-0.
Umpires: A G Wharf and S C Gale.

Second division
Derbyshire v Worcestershire
Derby (first day of four, Derbyshire won toss):
Derbyshire have scored 323 runs for eight
wickets against Worcestershire
Derbyshire: First Innings
B T Slater c Mitchell b Leach 29
B A Godleman c Kohler-Cadmore b Morris 55
*W L Madsen c Kohler-Cadmore b Morris 56
C F Hughes b Leach 13
W J Durston c Mitchell b Shantry 32
A L Hughes not out 73
†G D Cross c Fell b Morris 4
W A White b Morris 6
D J Wainwright c Kervezee b Shantry 9
A P Palladino not out 18
Extras (b 12, lb 10, nb 6) 28
Total (8 wkts, 96 overs) 323
M H A Footitt to bat.
Fall ofwickets:1-41,2-153,3-164,4-183,5-231,
6-250, 7-262, 8-283.
Bowling: McClenaghan 20-4-81-0; Morris
23-8-43-4; Shantry 32-8-66-2; Leach 16-2-84-2;
Choudhry 5-0-27-0.
Worcestershire:*DKHMitchell, R KOliver, T C
Fell, ANKervezee, TKohler-Cadmore, †OBCox,
J Leach, S H Choudhry, J D Shantry, M J
McClenaghan, C A J Morris.
Umpires: N G B Cook and M J D Bodenham.

Hampshire v Leicestershire
Ageas Bowl (first day of four, Leicestershire
won toss): Leicestershire have scored 301 runs
for nine wickets against Hampshire
Leicestershire: First Innings
G P Smith c Vince b Coles 1
A J Robson c Ervine b Tomlinson 115
E J H Eckersley c Wheater b Coles 18
D J Redfern c Ervine b Wood 14
*J J Cobb b Briggs 52

†N J O’Brien c Ervine b Dawson 44
R M L Taylor st Wheater b Dawson 0
J K H Naik lbw b Coles 9
C E Shreck not out 18
A C F Wyatt c and b Tomlinson 7
A Sheikh not out 8
Extras (b 6, lb 1, w 1, nb 7) 15
Total (9 wkts, 97 overs) 301
Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-33, 3-58, 4-174, 5-249,
6-249, 7-266, 8-268, 9-277.
Bowling: Tomlinson 20-5-59-2; Coles
19-1-106-3; Wood 10-3-33-1; Ervine 11-3-24-0;
Vince 3-0-11-0; Briggs 16-8-19-1; Dawson
18-4-42-2.
Hampshire: *J H K Adams, M A Carberry, W R
Smith, J M Vince, L A Dawson, †A J AWheater,
S M Ervine, C P Wood, M T Coles, D R Briggs, J
A Tomlinson.
Umpires: M J Saggers and P Willey.

Kent v Glamorgan
Canterbury (first day of four, Glamorgan won
toss): Kent, with all first-innings wickets in
hand, are 328 runs behind Glamorgan
Glamorgan: First Innings
J A Rudolph c Stevens b Claydon 0
W D Bragg lbw b Joseph 3
G P Rees c Billings b Stevens 3
C B Cooke c Hunn b Riley 171
J Allenby c Billings b Claydon 44
D L Lloyd c Nash b Stevens 7
*†M A Wallace c Bell-Drummond b Riley 24
G G Wagg lbw b Hunn 18
D A Cosker c Stevens b Claydon 45
M G Hogan b Claydon 1
K A Bull not out 5
Extras (lb 6nb 2) 8
Total (89.1 overs) 329
Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-7, 3-7, 4-69, 5-90, 6-148,
7-183, 8-301, 9-305.
Bowling: Claydon 20-6-47-4; Stevens
21-4-77-2; Joseph 14-2-57-1; Hunn 11-2-54-1;
Harmison 5-1-12-0; Riley 18.1-2-76-2.
Kent: First Innings
D J Bell-Drummond not out 1
*R W T Key not out 0
Total (no wkt, 3.3 overs) 1
S A Northeast, B P Nash, B W Harmison, D I
Stevens, †SWBillings,MDHunn,ME Claydon,
R H Joseph and A E N Riley to bat.
Bowling:Wagg 2-1-1-0; Hogan 1.3-1-0-0.
Umpires: N L Bainton and D J Millns.

Tour match
Kia Oval: First day of three: Surrey 101 (M J
Henry 5-18); New Zealand A 202-7 (C de
Grandhomme 81).

Cycling
Vuelta a España
Ninth stage (Carboneras de Guadazaón to

Aramón Valdelinares, 185km): 1, W Anacona
(Col, Lampre-Merida) 4hr 34min 14sec; 2, A
Lutsenko (Kaz, Astana) at 45sec behind; 3, D
Cunego (It, Lampre-Merida) 50; 4, J Moreno
(Sp, Movistar) 1:04; 5, P Bilbao (Sp, Caja
Rural-Seguros) 1:12. Leading overall positions:
1, N Quintana (Col, Movistar) 35:58:05; 2, A
Contador (Sp,Tinkoff-Saxo)at3secbehind;3,A
Valverde (Sp, Movistar) 8; 4, Anacona 9; 5, C
Froome (GB, Team Sky) 28.

Golf
European Tour Italian Open
Turin: Leading final scores (Great Britain and
Ireland unless stated): 268:HOtto (SA) 67, 62,
71, 68. 270: D Howell 73, 67, 67, 63. 271: S
Gallacher 72, 65, 69, 65. 272: R Ramsay 67, 69,
66, 70; J Luiten (Neth) 69, 68, 70, 65; J Luiten
(Neth) 69, 68, 70, 65. 275: B Wiesberger
(Austria) 66, 66, 71, 72. 276: R Fisher 69, 66, 70,
71; S Dyson 71 68 69 68

USPGA Tour Deutsche Bank Championship
Norton, Massachusetts: Leading second-round
scores (United States unless stated): 134: R
Palmer 63, 71; J Day (Aus) 66, 68. 135: B
Horschel 69, 66;MKuchar 69, 66. 136:KBradley
65, 71; B Haas 67, 69; Rl Henley 70, 66; W
Simpson 66, 70; P Reed 68, 68. 137: B Crane 69,
68, Noh Seung-yul (S Kor) 69, 68; M Kaymer
(Ger) 71, 66; R Knox (Scot) 67, 70.

LETAberdeenAssetManagement ScottishOpen
East Lothian: Leading final scores: 209: T
Johnson (Eng) 66, 70, 73. 211:GNocera (Fr) 73,
69, 69. 212: SWatson (Scot) 71, 71, 70; R Artis
(Aus) 77, 69, 66.

European Senior Tour Travis Perkins Masters
Woburn, Bedfordshire: Leading final scores:
204: C Montgomerie (Scot) 68, 69, 67. 214: A
Bossert (Switz) 74, 69, 71; GManson (Austria)
76, 71, 67; T Thelen (US) 72, 71, 71.

Rugby league

First Utility Super League
Castleford 32 Bradford 18

Castleford: Tries: Lynch, Clare, Dorn, Shenton,
Clark.Goals:Sneyd6.Bradford: Tries:Gaskell 3.
Goals: Gale 3. Att: 7,428.
Wakefield 42 Salford 6

Wakefield: Tries: Raleigh, Washbrook, Riley,
Collis, Lauitiiti, Owen 2, Godinet. Goals: Sykes
5. Salford: Try:Hansen. Goal: Locke. Att: 4,016.
Catalan Dragons 46 London Broncos 4

Catalan Dragons: Tries: Duport, Escare 3,
Pomeroy, Millard 2, Taia. Goals: Bosc 7. London
Broncos: Try: Dixon. Att: 7,067.

P W D L F A Pts
St Helens 25 19 0 6 768 507 38
Castleford 25 16 2 7 782 533 34
Wigan 25 16 1 8 789 403 33
Warrington 25 16 1 8 734 479 33
Huddersfield 25 15 3 7 730 582 33
Leeds 25 15 2 8 660 376 32
Catalan Dragons25 12 1 12 673 647 25
Widnes 25 12 1 12 573 677 25
Hull KR 25 9 3 13 571 615 21
Wakefield 25 10 1 14 517 682 21
Hull 25 9 2 14 601 529 20
Salford 25 9 1 15 514 663 19
Bradford* 25 7 0 18 454 916 8
London Broncos25 1 0 24 376 1133 2
*deducted 6pts for going into administration

Tennis
US Open
Flushing Meadows, New York: Men: Third
round: MCilic (Cro)btKAnderson (SA)6-3, 3-6,
6-3, 6-4; G Simon (Fr) bt D Ferrer (Sp) 6-3, 3-6,
6-1, 6-3; N Djokovic (Serbia) bt S Querrey (US)
6-3, 6-2, 6-2; P Kohlschreiber (Ger) bt J Isner
(US) 7-6, 4-6, 7-6, 7-6; J-W Tsonga (Fr) bt P
Carreño-Busta (Sp) 6-4, 6-4, 6-4;AMurray (GB)
bt A Kuznetsov (Russ) 6-1, 7-5, 4-6, 6-2;
S Wawrinka (Switz) bt B Kavcic (Slovenia)
retired; T Robredo (Sp) bt N Kyrgios (AUS) 3-6,
6-3, 7-6, 6-3; K Nishikori (Japan) bt L Mayer
(Arg) 6-4, 6-2, 6-3;MRaonic (Can) bt V Estrella
(DomRep) 7-6, 7-6, 7-6.Women: Third round: S
Williams (US) bt V Lepchenko (US) 6-3, 6-3; K
Kanepi (Estonia) bt C Suárez Navarro (Sp) 7-5,
6-0; F Pennetta (It) bt N Gibbs (US) 6-4, 6-0; C
Dellacqua (Aus) bt K Pliskova (Cz) 6-3, 3-6, 6-4;
A Krunic (Serbia) bt P Kvitova (Cz) 6-4, 6-4; V
Azarenka (Bela) bt E Vesnina (Russ) 6-1, 6-1; E
Makarova (Russ) bt Z Diyas (Kaz) 6-2, 6-4; E
Bouchard (Can) bt B Zahlavova Strycova (Cz)
6-2, 6-7, 6-4. Fourth round: C Wozniacki (Den)
bt M Sharapova (Russ) 6-4, 2-6, 6-2; S Errani
(It) bt M Lucic-Baroni (Cro) 6-3, 2-6, 6-0.

Results and scoreboards

Fixtures

Cricket
LV=County Championship: Second day of four
(96 overs minimum, 11.0): First division:
Emirates Durham: Durham v Nottinghamshire.
Emirates Old Trafford: Lancashire v Yorkshire.
Lord’s: Middlesex v Warwickshire. Taunton:
Somerset v Northamptonshire. Second
division: Derby: Derbyshire v Worcestershire.
Ageas Bowl: Hampshire v Leicestershire.
Canterbury: Kent v Glamorgan.
Women’s Twenty20 international: Chelmsford:
England v South Africa (6.30).

Márquez made to work for historic win
MotoGP
Kevin Eason

The sun shone, the crowd roared and
theWonderBoydidhiswonderful stuff.
If this is to be the last MotoGP British
Grand Prix at Silverstone, at least it
went out in style.
The bikers have a habit of staging an

epic around the grand old circuit and
this was no exception. Perhaps the
result yesterday was expected, with
Marc Márquez equalling Valentino
Rossi’s record of 11 wins in a season, but
how the Spanish tyro had to work for
this one.
More than 75,000 souls packed into

the grandstands expecting a bit of a
foregoneconclusion.Afterall,Márquez
had already won ten of 11 races this
season and was sitting in pole position
with everyone checking their watches
to see what time they thought the 21-
year-old Spaniard would get it over
with and when we could expect to get
off home for tea.
That was before Jorge Lorenzo

roared past his countryman, nabbed
the lead and looked as though he was
bedding down for the afternoon. “This
race was much better than we
expected,” Lorenzo said. Much better
than we expected, too, Señor Lorenzo.
Lorenzo likes Silverstone—a lot. He

had won three of the previous four
grands prix around here, including last
year, when he led the fledgeling
Márquez around the high-speed twists
and turns to win. Perhaps Lorenzo, a
relative old-timer at 27 compared to
Márquez, would have the experience
and nous to hold the youngster at bay.
It was cracking stuff with Lorenzo

getting to the halfway point in the
20-lap race with no signs of giving way.
There was always the suspicion,
though, that Márquez the cat was
toyingwith Lorenzo themouse. And so
it proved. With seven laps to go,
Márquezwas through andLorenzowas

clinging on, refusing to allow the
Honda to disappear into the heat haze.
There was a proper squeaky bum

moment for Márquez when he ran
spectacularly wide at the Vale corner
and Lorenzo was back in front, but it
lastednotimeatall.With three laps left,
Márquez flexedhismuscles, took a dive
down the inside and, for a fraction of a
second, it seemed there would be
contact and neither man would win.
Happily, they each remained on two
wheels and the order was decided.
Behind themcamethebestof the rest

the first rider to take part in 246
grands prix. Rossi celebrated
with the third podium place,
ahead of Pedrosa and thenDo-
vizioso.
What of the Britpack? Well,

it was a tough day: Bradley
Smithhadbriefly led thealso-rans
with an admirable showing in
sixth place until his Tech 3 Ya-

maha gave up the ghost
at halfway, leaving
Scott Redding to
take the honours

as the best-placed British rider,
although only in tenth.
How times have changed for Red-

ding: he was the hero of Silverstone a
year ago when he dashed to a thrilling
victory in the junior Moto2 class,
underlining all of his promise. Like
Smith, though,heneedsbettermachin-
ery to mix it with the likes of Márquez.
Cal Crutchlow’s miserable Silver-

stone experience goes on: last year, he
fell off three times during the weekend;
this year, he is about toendhis two-year
dealwithDucati after less thanaseason
and he came home 12th.
That left MotoGP to pack its

colourful tentsand leaveSilverstone for
who knows where next season? The
sport has signed an optimistic five-year
deal to race at theCircuit ofWales from
2016— a circuit that is still a vast open
space on the mountainside outside
Ebbw Vale— and there is no venue for
2015 arranged.
Donington, once MotoGP’s tradi-

tional home, could be in the running
and Silverstone wants the sport back,
although not at any price, and the ask-
ing fee could be as much as £4million.
After this British Grand Prix, MotoGP
would do well to revel in what Silver-
stone has offered instead of chasing the
pot of gold up a Welsh mountain.

British Grand Prix results

Leading final positions MotoGP: 1, M Márquez (Sp,
Honda) 40min 51.835sec; 2, J Lorenzo (Sp, Yamaha)
40:52.567; 3, V Rossi (It, Yamaha) 41:00.354; 4, D
Pedrosa (Sp) Honda 41:00.529; 5, A Dovizioso (It,
Ducati) 41:01.073; 6, P Espargaró (Sp, Yamaha)
41:16.581; 7, S Bradl (Ger, Honda) 41:18.552; 8,
A Iannone (It, Ducati) 41:18.745; 9, A Espargaró (Sp,
Yamaha) 41:25.290; 10, S Redding (GB, Honda)
41:30.929. Leading World Championship
positions:MotoGP: 1, Márquez 288pts; 2, Pedrosa
199; 3, Rossi 189; 4, Lorenzo 157; 5, Dovizioso 129; 6,
A Espargaró 92; 7, P Espargaró 88; 8, Iannone 81; 9,
Bradl 74; 10, B Smith (GB, Yamaha). Moto 2: 1, E
Rabat (Sp, Kalex) 38min 29.795sec; 2, M Kallio (Fin,
Kalex) 38:29.858; 3, M Vinales (Sp,
Kalex) 38:29.998; 4, J Zarco (Fr, Caterham Suter)
38:32.569; 5, T Luthi (Switz, Suter 38:37.824)

in the shape of the trio of Rossi,
Andrea Dovizioso and Dani
Pedrosa, who broke Márquez’s
winning run last time out at the
Czech Republic Grand Prix in
Brno. They drifted away from
the private scrap for the lead to
engage in their own warfare,
eventually won by Rossi, who
came up with
another record
for Márquez
to aim at as
he became

DARREN STAPLES/REUTERS

Front man: Márquez holds off Lorenzo on the way to a hard-fought victory and then celebrates, below, on the podium
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Sport

Britain eight defy all expectations
Great Britain saved the best until last at
the World Championships. The men’s
eight delivered the performance of the
weekend in the final race of the regatta
yesterday to win gold and retain their
world title in thrilling fashion.
It was their fourth gold medal of the

championships, in the wake of those
secured commandingly by the mixed
coxed four, the women’s pair and the
men’s four. What set the British eight’s
achievement apart was that it was so
unexpected.
Last year, the eight had beenBritain’s

top boat, with all resources ploughed
into winning a world title in rowing’s
blue-riband event for the first time.
This season, Jürgen Gröbler, the chief
men’s coach, prioritised the four, leav-
ing the eight to be rebuilt.
It was a long and complicated pro-

cess. At the start of the summer they
had been slower in training than the
men’s four. The line-up changed
through the World Cup series, but in
the past seven weeks things began to
click and they got their timing spot-on.
Britain made a slow start yesterday,

but they led at the halfway mark, at
whichpointPhelanHill, the cox, yelled:
“This is our race, this is our moment.”
Britain thenwithstood everythingGer-
many could throw at them over the
second 1,000metres.
Pete Reed, the double Olympic

champion, dug deeper in the engine
room of the boat than he had ever had
to before. Constantine Louloudis, the
stroke, remembered the 2012 Olympic
final when the Britain crew had chal-
lenged the Germans and then faltered
in the final stages to finish with the
bronze medal. He was determined not
to suffer a repeat.
“We always talked about this project

in terms of winning, but if I am honest
I don’t think I believed we could win it
until about three days ago,” Louloudis
said. “We just came to the boil at the
right time. Eights don’t have a very long
shelf life and we just timed it perfectly.
“Wehit the rhythm through themid-

dle of the race andwe justweren’t going
to give up. In the race, that Olympic
race was in my mind. I overcooked the
Olympic one and that one I got right.”
Reed slumped back into the boat on

the finish line as he tried to process
what the crew had achieved. “This is
one of British rowing’s biggest achieve-
ments — and there have been some
great ones — because we were so far
behind at the beginning of the season,”
he said. “The speed we have made up
has been amazing. I can’t believe we
have done it.”

Britain had ten medal-winning
crews, the most of any nation, and fin-
ished secondon themedal table behind
New Zealand, who won six golds.

The men’s quadruple sculls missed
out on gold by 0.09sec on Saturday,
while the men’s pair, the coxed
pair and Tom Aggar, the 30-year-old

arms-only single sculler, alsowonsilver
medals.
Saturday was dominated by Britain’s

two leading boats, the women’s pair
and the men’s four, both winning in
commanding fashion.
Helen Glover and Heather Stanning

triumphed in record time to add the
world title to their Olympic crown,
extending Britain’s unbeaten run in the
pair to three years.
The men’s four of Andrew Triggs

Hodge, George Nash, Mohamed Sbihi
and Alex Gregory, who had all been in
last year’s eight, then took to centre
stage and completed an unbeaten
season with a performance that under-
lined their potential to be the best crew
Britain has produced in the class.
All in all, it was a successful and satis-

fying regatta for Sir David Tanner, the
Great Britain rowing performance di-
rector, two years out from the Olym-
pics in Rio de Janeiro. “What a climax
to a great set of finals and medals from
our team,” Tanner said.
“It was an exceptional achievement

todefendour eight’s gold from last year.
The pair are a fabulous combination.
The four have set a new standard. We
are very strong at the moment.”

Rowing
Alex Lowe Amsterdam

Great Britain’s eventing team
performed superbly under difficult
circumstances at theAlltechFEIWorld
Equestrian Games in Caen, France, to
bringhomea teamsilvermedal, plus an
individual bronze forWilliam Fox-Pitt,
the world No1, on Chilli Morning.
It was enough for the team to secure

their place at the Olympic Games in
Rio de Janeiro in 2016. “OurNo1 target
was Olympic qualification for Rio so
we’re still delightedwith the result,”Yo-
gi Briesner, the team manager, said.
Britain were only fifth after the dres-

sage phase but rose to second behind
Germany as the only nation to produce
four clear rounds over a testing cross-
country course at Haras du Pin, 40
miles out of Caen, where wet weather
had turned the hilly track into a bog.
Zara Phillips, competing in her first

leading competition since giving birth
toherdaughter,Mia, in January, proved
an inspirational team pathfinder on
High Kingdom, coming home with 15
time penalties — a fast time for this
competition— to rise 38 places to 15th.
For one heart-stopping moment the

2006 world champion became unbal-
anced at a double of hedges and hung
perilously out of the saddle, but she
made a feisty recovery. “My horse was
definitely in charge,” the Queen’s
granddaughter said. “I was just steering
and trying to hang on. I wasn’t nervous
about the course because I knewwhat a
fantastic horse I was on.”
Fox-Pitt, second after the dressage

behind Sandra Auffarth, of Germany,
on Opgun Louvo, rode with masterful
sympathy on the chestnut stallion, for

which conditions were far from ideal.
His faster time took him ahead of Auf-
farth, withMichael Jung, the defending
champion, third on fischerRocana.
“It was the hardest terrain I’ve rid-

den, but Chilli gave me a lovely ride,”
Fox-Pitt said.
Kristina Cook, on De Novo News,

and HarryMeade completed the quar-
tet of clears, but tragedy struck when
the latter’s horse, Wild Lone, collapsed
and died shortly after he dismounted at
the end of the course.
Despite his visible grief, Meade said

that the ground played no part in the
horse’s death. “I would be very sad if
anybody drew the incorrect conclusion
that the tough nature of the competi-
tion contributed towhat happened,” he
said. “It was a very good course and he
gave me a wonderful ride.”
There were 40 clear rounds from 87

starters, but several big names crashed
out. The New Zealanders, second after
the dressage, were eliminated when
MarkTodd’s horse, Leonidas II, fell and
Tim Price and the tiring Wesko were
pulled up by stewards near the end.
AlthoughBritainwon the teamsilver

comfortably, Fox-Pitt’s individual lead
of only two penalties proved far too
close for comfort with Auffarth and
Jung, who look set to dominate the
sport for years to come, breathingdown
his neck.
Chilli Morning had the second fence

down in the showjumping, leaving the
German pair to claim individual gold
and silver medals respectively.

Pulling in right direction for Rio

Men’s four Britain have won gold at
every Olympics since 2000 and the
present crew have the potential to
become the best of all

Men’s eight Britain are developing a
depth of talent in sweep racing that
allowed the eight to become double
world champions and the pair to win
silver

Men’s quadruple scull
Missed out on gold by
0.09sec, but silver was
an improvement on
bronze from
2013
and
they are
the fastest
British quad
on record

Women’s pair Helen Glover, below, is
unbeaten in the boat in three years,
winning Olympic gold with Heather
Stanning and two world titles, with
Stanning and Polly Swann

Women’s lightweight double scull
A relatively inexperienced crew
messed up their semi-final but they
won the B final in a world’s best time.

There is more to come
from them

Para-rowing The
mixed coxed four keep
setting the standards
and Tom Aggar is back
among the medals

again in the
arms-only
single scull
Words by Alex Lowe

Fox-Pitt excels
to help claim
silver as well
as place in Rio
Equestrianism
Kate Green

Great timing: Britain’s men’s eight celebrate winning and retaining their world title by “coming to the boil” when it counted

PHIL NIJHUIS/AP

Phillips was almost
thrown from the
saddle but held on

Castleford bounce back to keep shield hope alive
Rugby league
Sport Staff

Daryl Powell, the Castleford Tigers
headcoach, sethis sightsonstealing the
League Leaders’ Shield from StHelens’
grasp after his side moved to within
four points of the leaders with a 32-18
win over Bradford Bulls yesterday.
Castleford were not at their free-

flowing best, understandably so given
their Challenge Cup final heartbreak
last weekend, but they got the job done
to remain in thehunt to finish topof the
First Utility Super League.
Castlefordgave themselvesa fighting

chance thanks to tries from Andy
Lynch, James Clare, Luke Dorn,
Michael Shenton and Daryl Clark, a
superb solo effort which eased the
home side’s nerves after Lee Gaskell’s
hat-trickhadbroughtBradford towith-

in six points. Powell was pleased with
his side’s character and turned his
attention to chasing down St Helens.
“It was always going to be tough to

get back up after a Challenge Cup final,
especially after a loss, and it took some
responding to,” Powell said. “It was
paramount that we won the game and
we did that.
“Itwas pretty hot out there today and

probably the mental exertions as well
as the physical ones took some dealing
with. The courage and character of the
players was superb. We’ve been to a
final and have got an opportunity in
front of usnow.Wakefield are adanger-
ous animal and then it’s Catalan away,
sowe’vegotapretty tough finish.We’ve
given ourselves a great opportunity.”
James Lowes, head coach of a Brad-

ford team already condemned to rele-
gation, could not hide his disappoint-

ment after his side failed tomake it four
wins a row. “We were very poor in the
first half,” he said. “Everything about us
was poor — slow passes, slow move-
ment, we were soft in defence.”
James Webster, the Wakefield

Wildcats head coach, is hoping a
permanent deal for Tim Smith can be
tied up after the scrum half helped to
destroy Salford City Reds, his parent
club, to keep alive theWildcats’ slender
play-off hopes.
The Australian, who joined Wake-

fieldon loan inJune,wasallowed to line
up against them and had a hand in five
of his side’s eight tries to condemn
Salford to a 42-6 defeat and end their
top-eight bid. “Tim was outstanding,”
Webster said. “He is the heart and soul
of our side. We did some good business
by getting Tim when we did and hope-
fully that can continue.”

Hang on: Dorn, of Castleford, tries to
escape from Matty Blythe yesterday
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Gallacher worthy of wild card
despite missing Ryder Cup spot
Golf
Daniel Schofield

Stephen Gallacher fell agonisingly
short of automatically securing a place
in Europe’s Ryder Cup team at the Ital-
ian Open yesterday, but the Scot did
more than enough to suggest that he is
worthy of a captain’s pick.
With eight automatic places already

decided, Gallacher needed a top-two
finish in Turin to leapfrog Graeme
McDowell for the final berth. For a
time, that was the case after Gallacher
reached the turn in 30 strokes to hold
second place before the 39-year-old
was overhauled by an inspired David
Howell to finish third by one shot.
Paul McGinley, the Europe captain,

said that Gallacher was performing in
the Italy Open, the final European
event, with “a gun to his head”.Now the
roles are reversed. McGinley will an-
nounce his three picks at the Went-
worth Club tomorrow. Dare he leave
out the red-hot rookie, Gallacher, on
his home course of Gleneagles or
ignore the considerable Ryder Cup
pedigreeof IanPoulter, LukeDonaldor
Lee Westwood. Form or experience:
that is the question.
“It was a tall order, but I am proud of

myself the way I have played,” Galla-
cher said. “It comes down to someone
else’s opinion now. I wanted to qualify
myself just to take that away. There are
four or five guys that are worthy [of a
pick], so it’s just what Paul sees.”
That Gallacher had engineered such

a situation was extraordinary in itself.
He needed a top-ten finish at theCzech
Open two weeks ago just to keep his
faint hopes alive, which he duly man-
aged. In Turin, he started the second
roundonFriday 15 strokes behindHen-
nie Otto, the South African who led
from start to finish, and at the turn was
in line to miss the projected cut before
coming in with a back nine of 30 for a
seven-under 65. Even thenhewas eight
strokes off the lead, which he cut to six
after a round of 69 on Saturday.
The dream looked like it was going to

become a reality on the front nine yes-
terday, when Gallacher picked up six
birdies. He could not continue his run,
earning just one further birdie, on the
12th, but McGinley will have been im-
pressed by how Gallacher dug himself
out of trouble, particularly with tricky
par putts at the 15th, 16th and 18th.
If holding your nerve is the primary

factor inRyderCupselection, thenGal-
lacher demonstratedhe canbe theman

for the occasion, even if the sedate Cir-
colo Golf Torino will not match a rau-
cous Gleneagles for atmosphere. What
Gallacher could not legislate for was a
nine-under-par round of 63 by Howell
that ripped secondplace fromhis grasp.
Howell, however, said that Gallacher

deserves a place. “It was a supreme ef-
fort,” Howell said. “If the captain needs
any nudge that a player is in form and
can play well under pressure, then Ste-
vie has done that this weekend.”
That decision belongs to McGinley,

who said that he will make his mind up
together with Sam Torrance and Des
Smyth, his vice-captains, today. The
Irishmanalso said thatFrancescoMoli-
nari is under consideration, but the Ital-
ian could finish only equal 18th.
The performances of Poulter and

Donald in theDeutsche BankChampi-
onship in Boston, which finishes today,
will also be closely monitored. McGin-
ley’s thoughts, though, will be preoccu-
pied by Gallacher.
“Stevie’s performance this week will

be strongly in his favour when it comes
to making the picks,” McGinley said.
“But there is a lot of emotionhere at the
moment andwehave to put a bit of cold
water on that.
“He has a lot of things in his favour

but let’s not get carried away, other
players do as well. He has put in a terri-
fic performance, but I like to assess
things in a cold way. There is more to it
than just the emotion of Stevie’s per-
formance. I have got to do what is best
for Europe.”

Froome slips off pace as
Quintana claims lead
Cycling Nairo Quintana took the
overall lead in the Tour of Spain
from his Movistar team-mate,
Alejandro Valverde, on a rainy and
mountainous ninth stage won by
Winner Anacona, of Colombia,
yesterday. It was 26-year-old
Anacona’s first career stage win.
A late attack by Alberto

Contador that only Quintana and
Joaquim Rodríguez could match
left Chris Froome, the Team Sky
leader, struggling to keep up and
crossing about 20 seconds behind
the race favourites. Quintana, the
Giro d’Italia winner, finished with
a three-second lead over
Contador. Froome dropped to 28
seconds back to fifth. Today is the
first rest day of the 21-stage event.

Johnson breaks record
winning Scottish Open
Golf Trish Johnson, 48, became the
oldest winner on the Ladies
European Tour when she captured
her first title in four years in the
Scottish Open at Archerfield
Links. Six strokes clear going in to
the final round, the 18-time LET
winner from England, below, held
off a challenge by Gwladys
Nocera, of France, to win by two
shots. Sally Watson, of Scotland,
finished in a three-way tie for
third place to strengthen her
position at the head of the race for
this season’s Rookie of the Year.

World record tumbles
at meeting in Berlin
Athletics Anita Wlodarczyk set a
world record of 79.58metres in the
women’s hammer at the ISTAF
meeting in Berlin yesterday. The
European champion and Olympic
silver medal-winner from Poland
beat the record set by Betty
Heidler, of Germany, by
16centimetres. “I was aiming for
80metres and I know I am able to
throw it,” said the 29-year-old,
who set a world best in the
Olympic stadium in 2009. Heidler
finished second with a throw of
75.20.

Zimbabwe end 31-year
wait for Australia win
Cricket Zimbabwe beat Australia
for the first time in 31 years at
Harare Sports Club yesterday as
Elton Chigumbura’s 52 not out led
his team to a three-wicket win in
the one-day international
triangular series. He carried the
host team to 211 for seven,
overhauling Australia’s 209 for
nine on a difficult pitch. Michael
Clarke, the Australia captain,
below, also made an unbeaten
half-century, but then injured his
hamstring and said he would
return home for treatment.

Europe’s wild-card hopefuls

Stephen Gallacher’s third-place finish
at the Italian Open yesterday means
that the nine automatic selections for
Europe’s Ryder Cup are now confirmed
as Rory McIlroy, Henrik Stenson, Victor
Dubuisson, Jamie Donaldson, Sergio
García, Thomas Bjorn, Justin Rose,
Martin Kaymer and Graeme McDowell.
That leaves Paul McGinley, the captain,
with three further picks from five
contenders to complete his team that
will take on the United States at
Gleneagles from September 26-28.

Ian Poulter
Ryder Cups 4; record: W12, L3, H0
Mr Ryder Cup. Stamped his name into
golfing folklore with his performances
at Valhalla, Celtic Manor and
particularly at Medinah two years ago
when he almost singlehandedly
inspired Europe’s great fightback. Has
won 80 per cent of his matches and is

on a seven-match winning streak.
Virtually unthinkable that Poulter,
right, will not be selected.

Luke Donald
Ryder Cups 4; W10, L4, H1
Possesses a similarly
impressive pedigree,
winning three of his
four singles matches
and six victories in
the foursomes. Has
never finished on
the losing side.
However,
McGinley says
that he wants
to pick players
on the “upward
part of the
cycle”, which is
not where
Donald, who won

the money lists on the PGA
and European Tours in 2011,

is at present after one top-35
finish in eight events

.
Lee Westwood

Ryder Cups 8;
W18, L13, H6
His form has generally been
scratchy this season, but
Westwood has produced
top-ten finishes at the
Masters and The Players
Championship. A veteran of
eight consecutive Ryder

Cups, his experience and
influence on the Europe Ryder
Cup team’s morale will
considerably help his cause.
Was a controversial choice
ahead of Bjorn in 2006 but
then proceeded to win four
out of five points.

Stephen Gallacher
Ryder Cups 0
McGinley says he will make “evidence-
based decisions” and was in Turin to
see Gallacher’s outstanding form with
his own eyes. The nephew of Bernard
Gallacher, a former captain, missed out
on automatic selection after playing in
12 of the past 15 weeks. Gallacher’s
local knowledge also counts strongly
in his favour. Lives 35 miles from
Gleneagles where he has recorded
seven top-ten finishes since 2001.

Francesco Molinari
Ryder Cups 2; W0, L4, H2
The rank outsider. McGinley
challenged Molinari to “burst over the
finishing line” in Turin. He responded
with two double bogeys in his final
round of 72. Poor Ryder Cup record
and putting can be shaky.
Words by Daniel Schofield

STUART FRANKLIN/GETTY IMAGES

So close: Gallacher had to finish second at the Italian Open to qualify for Europe’s Ryder Cup team but narrowly missed out

Le

Cups, his experience and



62 FGM Monday September 1 2014 | the times

Sport

Bresnan and Roy’s involvement threatened by injury
Cricket
Myles Hodgson

England have become accustomed to
their one-day plans going awry this
summer and even the announcement
of a changed squad for the one-off
Twenty20 international against India
at Edgbaston on Sunday has proved no
different.
Within hours of it being released,

injuries threatened the first call-up of
Jason Roy, the hard-hitting Surrey
batsman, and the recall ofTimBresnan,
the Yorkshire all-rounder.
The selection of Roy is a particularly

eye-catching addition to a 14-man
squad that also included recalls forRavi
Bopara, of Essex, and James Taylor, of
Nottinghamshire, while Ian Bell and
MichaelCarberry,whoboth featured in
England’s last Twenty20 outing, a
nine-run defeat by Sri Lanka at the Kia
Oval in May, have been overlooked.
They will be captained by Eoin

Morgan in the absence of Stuart Broad,
who is due to undergo knee surgery.

If the intention was to lift the mood
after another insipiddisplay in the third
one-day international at Trent Bridge
on Saturday—which India won by six
wickets with seven overs remaining to
claima 2-0 lead in the five-match series
— it had a short-lived effect.Onlymin-
utes after the squad’s announcement,
Bresnan was ruled out of the Roses
match at Emirates Old Trafford with
a pectoral muscle injury, although
Yorkshire expect him to resume bowl-
ing by the end of the week.
If selected, it would be Bresnan’s first

England appearance since the 45-run
defeat to the Netherlands in
Chittagong in March that
ended their World
Twenty20 campaign.
The news was com-

pounded by Roy, an
aggressive batsman whose tally of 677
runs in the NatWest T20 Blast was
a competition record, suffering

an injury when he was hit on
his right thumb batting
against New Zealand A. He

was sent for an X-ray,
which showed only
bruising, and is
expected to be
available. “It
should be fine in a
couple of days. A
bit of ice and rest,
and it should be
sweet,” he said.

Born in
South Africa
but brought
over to the
UK at an
early age,
Roy is a
product of the
Surrey aca-
demy and
scored his runs
this summer at
an impressive
strike-rate of

turned out for Hainault & Clayhall in
the Essex League first division on Sat-
urday,only to suffer furtherdisappoint-
ment. “Didn’t even get a bat,” Bopara
tweeted. “Skipper put me in at seven!”
His return to England’s Twenty20
ranks should provide part
compensation. Hewas sorelymissed at
Trent Bridge, where England’s
struggles to bat against spin on a slow
wicket were evident.
Alastair Cook, the England captain,

was the top scorer with 44 out of a
modest total of 227, and failure to win
tomorrow’s fourth one-day inter-
national at Edgbaston will condemn
England to their fifth series defeat in
the past six, with the World Cup
looming early next year.
“We have mentioned that the World

Cup is there because it’s the first time
we’ve had a lot of one-day cricket
without any Test cricket in the way, but
we’ve been very clear in our dressing
room that our focus is on trying to win
the next game,” Cook said.
County championship, page 56

England Twenty20 squad

E J G Morgan (captain), M M Ali, R S Bopara,
T T Bresnan, J C Buttler, S T Finn, H F Gurney,
A D Hales, C J Jordan, J E Root, J J Roy,
J W A Taylor, J C Tredwell, C R Woakes.

Mercurial Scot must lift game to
The moment of truth has arrived for
Andy Murray. The second week of a
grand-slam championship invariably
sharpens focus and if the Scot is to halt
a slide in which he has fallen to No9 in
the world, it has to start today.
With no triumph over a top-ten

player to his name since the Wimble-
don final last year, his fourth-round en-
counter against Jo-Wilfried Tsonga,
the No9 seed from France, takes on
added significance.
If the hoodoo that has stretched to

seven matches can be brought to a
close, Murray will look forward to a
quarter-final, most likely against an
imperious-looking Novak Djokovic,
with a belief and confidence that
anything can happen from hereon in.
There have been enough glimpses in

the previous three rounds to suggest
that the 27-year-old Scot is approach-
ing his best. His 6-1, 7-5, 4-6, 6-2 win
over Andrej Kuznetsov, the world
No96, on Saturday certainly scored a
B+ at least.
For the first two sets Murray served

strongly, particularly on his second
serve, and approached the net
frequently with impressive results —
hewon29of 33pointswhen rampaging
forward. The blip, and there have been
many in recent months, came in the
fourth set, a mixture of the tricky Rus-
sian finding his feet and Murray dip-
ping below the level attained in the
opening exchanges. It did not last as
Murray’s superiority finally told.
The fear, however, is that a player of

Tsonga’s quality, not to mention Djok-
ovic’s, would have made him pay a
muchmore severe price.When the pair
last met in Toronto before arriving in
New York, the Scot was 3-0 up in the
final set but somehow contrived to lose
thematch to the in-formyet often flaky
Frenchman, who proceeded to win the
tournament.
Tsonga’s power game matches up

well to that of Murray’s who, if every-
thing clicks into motion and the hor-
rors of lastMonday’s cramping episode
fail to reappear, theUSOpenchampion
of 2012 should be able to outlast the
29-year-old over five sets.
It all depends, however, which

Murray turns up. “I am feeling good
and once you get into the second week
of a slam, it’s four matches away from

having ups and downs in matches.
You’re going to go through that in an
800, 900-match career.
“You’ve just got to keep doing the

right things, keep going for your shots,
keep making good decisions. That’s all
you can do, really. Sometimes guys can
start playing well, often people don’t
like to give credit when a guy is playing
some good tennis as well.
“You just need tohit the reset buttons

as quickly as possible so it doesn’t last
for two or three games.”
While it is a vital fewdays forMurray,

the samecanbe said forAmélieMaure-
smo, his coach, whowill also need to be
at the topofhergame toensurehernew
charge prospers.
Murray continues to warn that

judgments on their partnership must
not bemade until the start of next year.
After all, when IvanLendlwas takenon
board by Team Murray in December
2011, it was not until the next
September, here at Flushing Meadows,
that important missions began to be
accomplished.
Nevertheless, the Scot is said to be

enjoying the input of Mauresmo, 35,
particularly the ease with which the
lines of communication are always
open, something that was not the case
when Lendl was in charge.
There is a school of thought that,

rightly, argues that having someone of
stern authority in charge is just what a
mercurial talent such as Murray needs
to thrive. Fornow though,Mauresmo is
impressing him.
“At thebeginning itwasdefinitelydif-

ferent, not necessarily because she is a
woman,”hesaid. “WhenI startedwork-
ingwith Ivan itwas the same, he is a dif-
ferent person, a different personality,
different character for everyone to get
to know and feel comfortable around.
“She fitted into the team very well. It

hasn’t changed anyone’s personality or
how we behave, but it’s changed things
in terms of how we communicate. I
have said that it is much easier to com-
municatewithher and that is a positive.
“I think it takes five, six months

before you can really change much. I
would hope you’d start to see some
changes, things I’m trying to work on,
really improving by the Australian
Open in January. But there’s no reason
why I can’t have good results right now
and she can’t influence things right
now.”
Today would be a fine starting point.

Exclusive to members
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157.07 in the 20-over format. His ability
to hit the ball hard, with little backlift,
has impressed notable judges.
Taylor, who has not featured for

England since a one-day international
against Ireland a year ago, has also
earned his recall through outstanding
county performances, although more
notably in the 50-over Royal London
Cup, in which he averages 82.50.
He has been made available to play

for Notts Outlaws in their semi-final
against Durham in Chester-le-Street
on Saturday and will join up with the
squadonly ifSunday’s reserveday isnot
required.
Bopara’s recall marks the end of a

difficult fewweeks for him.Overlooked
for the one-day series against India, he

Roy suffered a bruised thumb
against New Zealand A

Grim determination: Tsonga plays a return on his way to victory in straight sets

Head to head

Andy Murray Jo-Wilfried Tsonga
9 Head-to-head record 2
9 World ranking 10
27 Age 29
6ft 3in Height 6ft 2in
84kg Weight 91kg
34/14 Year-to-date won/lost 30/14
0 Year-to-date titles 1
28 Career titles 11

Tennis
Steve Brenner New York

winning it. Obviously they are going to
get tougher with each round but, you
know, if you feel good physically, any-
thing can happen,” he said. “You just
need to be ready each match now, and
I’ll hopefully play some good tennis.”
The dramatic nature of Murray’s

grand-slam campaigns, the undulating,
uncertain moments when tables are
turned at the blink of an eye, continue
to be a constant narrative. Yet he
remains unperturbed. “It’s better
almost not to think about it too much,
because I’ve obviously played 500 or
600 matches in my career and you’re
going to have moments when certain
things are hard,” he said.
“There’s periods where some players

struggle to serve out matches, some-
times it can be struggling to come back
fromtough situations, sometimes it can
be struggling to stay ahead or sort of
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Wozniacki revels in
win over Sharapova
Steve Brenner New York

Caroline Wozniacki is planning to run
the New York marathon this year,
although nothingwill be as gruelling or
energy-sapping as her cherished
victory over Maria Sharapova last
night.
As the clock ticked towards three

hours in searing heat and humidity in
New York, the Danish former world
No1 struck a superb backhand winner
to seal her best grand-slam result for
two years and reach the US Open
quarter-finals.
It was an emotional Wozniacki who

eventually triumphed over the five-
time grand-slam winner 6-4, 2-6, 6-2.
She will play Sara Errani, of Italy, for a
place in the last four and on this
aggressive evidence will be a force to
reckoned with.
“I have had a great summer, it has

been a bit up and down forme so towin
against a champion like Maria is very
special,” Wozniacki said. “My
marathon training has helped me for
sure, especially on days like this.”
The pair’s only previous meeting at a

grand-slam championship came here
in 2010, Wozniacki winning in straight
sets before falling in the semi-finals.
Wozniacki is yet to win a grand-slam,
yet an encouraging summer has made
her believe this could, finally, be her
time.
It was a real opportunity

and one she grasped
from the start.
Sharapova began
tentatively and,
with Wozniacki
playing the role of
aggressor, the No10
seed soared ahead and
established a 3-0 lead with
an early break. With the
Russian attempting to
stay in the set, she was
broken again to allow
Wozniacki to steal
ahead.
Sharapova hit back

with tremendous
force in the second
set, though. A
double break put
the No 5 seed in
total control and,
although she
was unable to

close out the set easily, a fiercely struck
forehand took the match into a
deciding set.
With the temperature rising, a ten-

minute breakwas allowed, although on
her return Sharapova was given a time
violation, the umpire insisting that she
took too long to return to court.
This is nothing new with Sharapova,

of course. One only has to look back at
this year’s French Open final, when,
after more than two hours, the two-
time Roland Garros champion was
given a similarwarning for a succession
of time-wasting tactics.
Nevertheless, the decision angered

the Russian. There was a real fire in her
eyes now, the ball flying off her racket
with a real ferocity.
Indeed, as the deciding set began to

unravel, Sharapova had hit 36 winners
compared to the Dane’s 19.
Yet the key moment came in the

fourth game, an incredible rally in
which all had seemed lost for
Wozniacki culminating in a superb
running retrieval that her opponent
volleyed into the net, handing her a
break of serve.
Wozniacki’s celebration was wild,

urging the New York crowd to rise up
and salute her battling instincts,
something they needed no
encouragement to do.
The Dane continued to attack and,

when Sharapova was broken again, a
deserved victory was

sealed before
Sweet Caroline
rang out.
Earlier, Gilles

Simon sent
David Ferrer,

the No4 seed,
crashing tohis earliest
US Open defeat in five

years with a 6-3, 3-6, 6-1,
6-3 victory. Simon, of
France, seeded
No26, capitalised
on the 52 unforced

errors of the 32-year-
old Spaniard. Simon
goes on to face Marin

Cilic, of Croatia, who
beatKevinAnderson, the
South African, 6-3, 3-6,
6-3, 6-4.

of
the

US

beat

Ferrer was the victim
of an upset against Simon

get better of Tsonga

over Pablo Carreno Busta, of Spain, which set up a fourth-round meeting with Murray at the US Open in New York
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G O A L D I F F E R E N C E
S M A T L U C N
T O B R U K R A I N I E S T
A G T T K A
R A N C H E R O Y A M M E R
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S L A V A N Y O L D I R O N

1 Shame about grammar school
being a dump! (6)

4 Intimate romance starts with
celebrated knight getting lost (7)

9 Climbing plant a fastener put back
(5)

10 Ban Scotsman hanging round pub
— he’s a brute (9)

11 Spooner’s domestic animal
bringing damage to skirting board?
(5,4)

12 Church— our services include
times of prayer (5)

13 Gang leader bumped off cheat (4)
14 Maybe maidens with long hair put

too much weight on (10)
18 Fellow on boat less serious having

got to isle (10)
20 Stone circle on the western edge of

China (4)
23 Characters combining to make dad

appear a beast (5)
24Motley collections in charity event

held by island group (9)
25 Shy about number wasting time

doing winter sport (9)
26 Fashionable river home for saint

making confessions (5)
27 Group of slaves having fate sealed

by heartless king (7)
28 Enthusiasm of Irish when

sheltering from drop of rain (6)

1 Strongly criticising European with
stupid claim (9)

2 Relation before Christmas lacking
yen a tiny bit (7)

3 What sets our biggest city banks
apart? (6)

4 Observe pair diving into that
European river (5)

5 Mineral with fruit, bottled success
(8)

6 English film lacking core element
for the connoisseur (7)

7 Vessels blockading island port (5)
8 A bishop with you, one bringing
pardon from sins? (8)

15 Adore puzzling, having grabbed
paper— going mad along the way
(4,4)

16 Talk a lot about strike and what
one could do with more money?
(6,3)

17 Candid, vocalising one of those dire
difficulties? (8)

19 Affectedly polite fellow with touch
that puts female off (7)

21 Get on quietly in the course of
writing and reading at school? (7)

22 Had little husband got out of bed
for work in kitchen? (4,2)

23 A bit of a dance to start church
festival as of old (5)

24 Female that’s delicate? (5)
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Balotelli makes winning return
to Premier League as Spurs are
swept aside by rampant Liverpool
the game, pages 48-55
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Murray vows
to reclaim
elite status
Andy Murray is determined to end his
dispiriting run against his biggest rivals
by beating Jo-Wilfried Tsonga today to
secure a place in the USOpen quarter-
finals.
The Scot has not beaten anyone in

the top ten since defeating Novak
Djokovic in last year’s Wimbledon
final, a sequence that has led to him
slipping to No9 in the world.
However, with Tsonga standing

between Murray and a likely last-eight
meeting with Djokovic, he is confident
of continuinghispush fora thirdgrand-
slamtitle anda secondUSOpencrown.
“I just try to win the match, that’s

basically the goal before every match,”
the 27-year-old said. “It’s not really
about how you play, because some-
times you can play really good tennis
and lose.
“I’mmore interested in trying to win

the match against Jo, playing the right
tactics to givemyself the best chance of
doing that, and see what happens.”
Tsonga is in fine form and most

recently defeated the British No1 in
Toronto in August. However, Murray,
who beat the Frenchman — the No 9
seed inNewYork— inMiami this year
at a time when the 29-year-old was
outside the top ten, believes his run of

seven matches without a win against
the best players in the world can be
ended at Flushing Meadows today.
Asked if his recent recordplaysonhis

mind, Murray added: “Not as much as
you guys would think.
“I’ve beaten many top-ten players

over the course of my career in these
eventsandI’msure itwill happenagain,
and happen soon, and I’m sure that’s
the case on Monday.
“If you feel good physically, anything

canhappen, soyou justneed tobe ready
each match now and I’ll hopefully play
some good tennis.”
Tsonga and Murray have met three

timesatgrand-slamtournaments,most
recently in the Wimbledon semi-finals
two years ago, when the British No1
prevailed in straight sets.
Indeed, Tsonga’s only triumph over

Murray in best-of-five-set matches
came in 2008 at the Australian Open,
with the pair’s overall record standing
at 9-2 in favour of Murray.
Tsonga, the unpredictable yet

flamboyant strokemaker, remains
confident of success. “I mean, it’s never
a good time to playAndy, but forme it’s
the best time to play against him just
because I’m feeling better than a few
months ago,” he said. “So that’s a good
time for me.”
Murray’s moment of truth, pages 62-63

Steve Brenner New York

Caroline Wozniacki celebrates her win over Maria Sharapova that took her into the last eight of the US Open in New York
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