
Scotland
poll puts
Union on
knife edge
Scotland is within touching distance of
independence, according to a poll for
The Times which reveals that Alex
Salmond’s campaign to leave the
United Kingdom needs only three
more points to claim victory.
With 16 days to go until millions of

Scots vote in the referendum, aYouGov
poll put support for independence at
47 per cent, against 53 per cent who say
they want to remain part of the UK.
After months of stagnation, support

for separation has risen by eight per-
centage points in a month.
A YouGov poll at the start of August

put approval of the Yes campaign at
41 per cent. Twoweeks later it had risen
to 43 per cent, though the anti-
independence vote stood at 57 per cent,
a 14-point lead.
Now the lead has shrunk to six

points, suggesting that the momentum
is firmly with the nationalists.
Undecided voters are twice as likely

to choose independence when they
come to vote on September 18, accord-
ing to YouGov, which also reports that
some voters have switched sides in
recent months.
There will be particular concern in

Westminster about a change of heart
among Labour voters. The proportion
supporting independence has risen

from 18 per cent to 30 per cent in a
month.
This comes after Alistair Darling,

head of the Better Together campaign
and a former Labour chancellor,
performed poorly in the second tele-
vision debate with Mr Salmond, the
first minister and leader of the Scottish
National Party. Just over one in four
believes that Mr Darling is the right
man to lead the No campaign and a
majority (52 per cent) think he was the
wrong choice, up 16 points.
The pro-independence vote among

Liberal Democrat voters has also risen,
doubling to 24 per cent. This comes
after SNP ministers made a concerted
effort to attract the centre-left vote
with pledges of greater public spending
in an independent Scotland, and the
opportunity to end Conservative
governments.
The nationalists are also making

significant headway with women, their
other major target group, with 42 per
cent supporting independence now
comparedwith37per centamonthago.
Mr Salmond also appears to be per-

suading people that they would be
better off in an independent Scotland,
with 35 per cent believing they would
fare more favourably without the UK,
comparedwith25percent in thespring.
Peter Kellner, president of YouGov,

Continued on page 7, col 1
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Independence campaign 3 points from victory

Hacked Nude photographs of the Oscar-winner Jennifer Lawrence were posted
online along with private images of other American and British actresses Page 3

Ukrainian
airport falls
to Russian
tank advance
Ben Hoyle, Deborah Haynes

Ukraine’s forces suffered their third set-
back in a week yesterday when they
were driven out of an airport in the east
of the country by what Kiev said was a
Russian tank battalion.
The defeat came as Nato announced

plans for a rapid-reaction force of up to
5,000 troops ready to go to war within
48 hours as part of its response to the
Kremlin’s actions in Ukraine.
Nato leaders attending a summit in

Wales this week are also expected to
agree to strengthen bases in the alli-
ance’s three Baltic member states, who
feel directly threatened by Russian
actions.
Pro-Russian rebels, who Nato says

have been reinforced by more than
1,000 serving Russian soldiers and
large quantities of military hardware,
have won decisive victories against
Kiev’s forces on three fronts. Having
pushed government troops and volun-
teer fighters out of the towns of Novo-
azovsk and Illovaysk in the south and
centre of the combat zone, they dis-
lodged them from Luhansk airport in
the north, Kiev’s most important
bridgehead outside the second-largest
city in rebel hands.
There was, however, a glimmer of

hope during talks between the rebels
andUkrainianandRussiandelegations
inMinsk when the separatists softened
their previous demands for complete
independence from Kiev.
A statement carried by Russian

media that they were willing to consid-
er “the preservation of the united eco-
nomic, cultural and political space of
Ukraine” in exchange for sweeping
powers anda full amnesty couldmarka
significant shift in attempts to find a
peaceful solution to the five-month
conflict in which an estimated 2,600
people have died.
European leadershavegivenRussiaa

deadline of the end of the week to
de-escalate the increasingly violent
crisis in eastern Ukraine or face fresh
economic sanctions.
Nato strike force, page 2
‘Tens of thousands will die’, page 22

We can bomb jihadists without asking MPs, says Cameron
Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

Britain is considering a bombing
campaign against militant Islamists in
Iraq, David Cameron said yesterday as
his attempt to fill gaps in the anti-
terrorism lawsdescended into coalition
acrimony.
The prime minister emphasised that

the UK remained committed to the
humanitarian relief effort in the region
and supported military efforts by the

United States. Yet he also opened the
door to participation in airstrikes, to
counter the growing threat posed by
Islamic State (Isis) jihadists.
If theUKwere judged to be at risk, he

would act “immediately” and get
parliamentary approval afterwards,Mr
Cameron said, potentially sidestepping
an obstacle to British participation but
risking the ire of MPs and sections of
the public who are opposed to involve-
ment in a fresh conflict in Iraq. Only

35 per cent of people believe that the
UK should launch airstrikes against
Isis, 50 per cent disagree and 15 per cent
are undecided, according to a poll
today.
Mr Cameron told the Commons that

“diplomatic, humanitarian and indeed
military measures” were being looked
at, amidpressure to takemilitaryaction
fromMPs suchasLabour’s JohnWood-
cock and the Tory David Burrowes.
Pressed about Britain’s plan, he said:

“I don’t rule anything out. We should
actandaBritishgovernment shouldact
in the national interest, to promote the
British national interest, to help keep
our people safe.”
Since late June,whenSunnimilitants

declared plans to carve out an extrem-
ist Islamic state across a swathe of Syria
and Iraq, theUKhas been on high alert
to the danger posed by British jihadists
returning to launch terrorist attacks.
Twoweeksago thebeheadingof theUS

journalist James Foley, apparently by a
militant with a London accent, raised
the stakes and on Friday the terrorism
threat level was raised from “substan-
tial” to “severe” in response to Isis.
The Conservatives, Labour and

Whitehall officials play down the
chance of Britain joining in airstrikes in
the present circumstances, however.
“Our approach at themoment is a good
guide to what we do in future,” said a
Continued on page 4, col 1
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Nato prepares 5,000-strong
force to respond to Russia
Deborah Haynes Defence Editor

Britain and itsNato allieswill agree this
week on an emergency force of up to
5,000 troops ready to deploy within 48
hours in response toRussia’s aggression
in Ukraine.
The “spearhead” of a much larger

reaction force will be one of the deci-
sionsat a summit inWales that is taking
place at a time of “multiple crises” for
the alliance in easternEurope, theMid-
dle East and North Africa, the head of
Nato said.
“To the east, Russia and its interven-

ing in Ukraine,” Anders Fogh Rasmus-
sen said. “To the south, we see growing
instability with fragile states, the rise of
extremism and sectarian strife.”
Natomembers, alarmedbyPresident

Putin’s interference with Ukraine, are
expected to give the green light to the
bolstering of defences, which will also
involve enhancing bases in the three
Baltic states and Poland.
Small numbers of forceswill be rotat-

ed in and out of Nato’s eastern flank,
while the alliance will place additional
weapons, ammunition and other
equipmentat theexpandedbases toen-
able reinforcements to be flown in and
ready to fight.
Other measures expected to be

agreed at the summit at Celtic Manor,
just outside Newport, south Wales, on
Thursday and Friday are:
6 new support for Ukraine, including a
fund headed by Britain and Germany
that will be used to help the Ukrainian
military to fight more effectively.
6 a renewed commitment to increase
defence spending across all 28 Nato
member states.
6 pledges to bankroll the Afghanmili-
tary after the end of combat operations

this year and a commitment to keep
Nato troops there to train and advise.
David Cameron will host President

Obama, Angela Merkel and 25 other
leaders of Nato countries plus a further
39 heads of partner states who are due
to meet under tight security for the
biennial Nato summit.
Thecrisis inUkrainewill beat the top

of the agendaasKievwarnedyesterday
that a “great war” had been triggered
with Russia that could claim tens of
thousands of lives.
The alliance’s 12-point readiness

action plan will be the most significant
response to Mr Putin’s actions in
Ukraine.
Moscow’smanoeuvres, including the

insertion of 1,000 troops into eastern
Ukrainealongwith tanksandweapons,
have unnerved Nato member states,
principally Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia
and Poland.However, Germany, which
had enjoyed a close relationship with
Russia, has been cautious about in-
creasing Nato’s presence along its east-
ern border.
A treaty signed withMoscow in 1997

forbids Nato from establishing a per-
manent presence in the Baltic — an
agreement that Berlin does not want to
contravene, even though Moscow has
violated the pact by annexing Crimea.
The phrase “as long as required”,

which is being used, is to avoid accusa-
tions that the proposed expansion east-
wards is permanent, even though in
effect it will mean a rotating Nato
presence for as long as Russia remains
a threat to the region.
At a pre-summit press conference in

Brussels, Mr Rasmussen said: “It will
make Nato fitter, faster andmore flexi-
ble to adjust to all kinds of security
challenges. Not because Nato wants to

attack anyone, but because the dangers
and the threats are more present and
more visible.Wewill dowhat it takes to
defend our allies.”
Measures already taken by Nato,

suchas theboostingof aBaltic air polic-
ing mission out of Lithuania, Estonia
and Poland, and the insertion of 600
US troops into Poland, as well as
increased training exercises across
eastern Europe by Nato members, will
become“thenewnormal”, officials said.
On top of that, the new high readi-

ness force should be largely set up by
Christmas. Precise details are still being
finalised but it is expected to be include
4,000 to 5,000 military personnel.
The emergency unit will be ready to

move within 48 hours — much faster
than an existing 14,000-strongNato re-
sponse force, which it will complement.
In a relatively complicated structure

there is also a British-led plan to build a
separate expeditionary force of at least
10,000military personnel that could be
used to support any emergency Nato
offensive to protect its borders.
Another headline initiative will be

measures to supportUkraine. In a sym-
bolic gesture of its displeasure with
Russia,Nato leaderswill hold their only
bilateral meeting with President
Poroshenko on Thursday afternoon.
They are expected to approve meas-

ures to support Kiev that falls short of
direct military support. Instead, they
will pledge money to four trust funds
set up to help the Ukrainianmilitary to
purchase better communications and
logistical equipment.
There will also be a push to conduct

training with the Ukrainian military,
but there is no suggestion thatNatowill
provide Ukraine with weapons.
‘Tens of thousands will die’, page 22

New footage shows man
saw ‘Plebgate’ exchange
Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent

New footage of the Plebgate incident
showing it was witnessed by a member
of the public was released by Scotland
Yard yesterday, as it emerged that
Andrew Mitchell had clashed with
police before over access to Downing
Street.
A report into the affair revealed how

one constable boasted she could “top-
ple” the government, while another
officer’s partner appears to have con-
tacted the press to claim she witnessed
Mr Mitchell calling police “morons”.
Fresh CCTV appears to show a man

watching the exchange between a
police officer and Mr Mitchell, the
former cabinet minister who denies
calling the constable a “pleb” when he
was not allowed to cycle through the
main gate. PC Toby Rowland claimed
inanofficial log that “several”members
of the public were shocked by the ex-
change, butwhile theCCTValso shows
two women, they appear to be looking
away. The witness was never identified
andno sound is available,meaning that
the argument may never be resolved.
The CCTVwas released along with a

report into the scandal which prompt-
ed accusations of a conspiracy to bring
down Mr Mitchell and resulted in the
sacking of four police officers, one of
whom went to jail.
Mr Mitchell, who was forced to re-

sign as chief whip, has denied using the
word “pleb” but admitted swearing at
anofficerwhenherefused to lethimcy-
cle through themaingate atNumber 10

inSeptember 2012. Threeofficers in the
Diplomatic Protection Group were
sacked over leaks to the press about the
row, and Keith Wallis was jailed for
sending his MP an email in which he
pretended to have seen the incident.
The report into Operation Alice,

which was overseen by Deputy Assist-
ant Commissioner Patricia Gallan,
tookmore than 1,000 statements and is
expected to cost up to £200,000,
revealed thatMrMitchell had had pre-
vious clashes with police.
The former head of security and

business continuity at Number 10 said
that Mr Mitchell complained between
March and May 2011 about being de-
nied entry, and said something like:
“They should have f***ing known who
I am.” A couple of months later, he was
refusedaccessonhis bikeand threaten-
ed to write to the police commissioner.
Other patrol reports detailed “en-

counters” with Mr Mitchell, while a
protection officer described “a number
of negative interactions” during trips to
Africa in April and August 2011.
DavidDavis, theMP and a supporter

ofMrMitchell, said itwas “astonishing”
that the police investigation went to
such historical lengths.
He said that the report had unveiled

“industrial levels of dishonesty” by the
police. Messages revealed that one of
the sacked officers texted a colleague:
“I’m the officer that stopped the chief
whip leaving Downing St in Wednes-
day.Hedidn’t swearatmebutToby that
let him out the side gate. I could topple
the Tory government x”.

Tories follow
Carswell and
defect to Ukip
Laura Pitel, Matt Dathan

Several Conservatives have joined the
former ConservativeMPDouglas Car-
swell in his defection to Ukip.
Mike Wadham, treasurer of Mr

Carswell’s old association, Clacton
Conservatives, is among those to have
jumpedship.He toldhisnewcolleagues
that “if Douglas had joined the Teddy
Bear party, I would have gone with
him”.Hispredecessor as treasurer,Ash-
leyMooney, has also pledged to switch.
MrMooney said that he admiredMr

Carswell’s independent-mindedness
and his libertarian beliefs. “He stands
for the kind of things I stand for,” said
Mr Mooney. “I’m going with him
because I like him and his ideas.”
Several other former Conservative

supporters have promised to help Mr
Carswell in theby-election,which is ex-
pected to take place in October, and
one poll has put him 44 points ahead.
In further bad news for David

Cameron, two more Conservatives
announced that they will step down at
the 2015 election. Chris Kelly is to leave
after one term asMP for Dudley South
and Sir Tony Baldry, MP for Banbury,
also announced that he would leave.
Boris Johnson’s hopes of a return to

parliament have been dented after it
emerged that James Cracknell, a
doubleOlympicgoldmedalwinnerand
staunch anti-European, has applied to
be the Conservative party’s candidate
for Uxbridge and South Ruislip.
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Cracking the iCloud

Apart from the hackers who stole
them, nobody knows how the private
photographs of Jennifer Lawrence,
Mary Winstead and other actresses
were obtained. However, the hackers
are believed to have used a variety of
techniques to steal the images over a
period that could stretch back many
months (James Dean writes).

When a 27-year-old computer
programmer leaked the first images
on Sunday, he claimed that they had
been obtained from the actresses’
iCloud accounts. iCloud, Apple’s
cloud storage service, automatically
uploads pictures from account-
holders’ iPhones, iPads and
Macbooks if they have the “photo
stream” function enabled.

If a hacker wanted to access an
iCloud account to steal uploaded
photos, they would need the user
name and password. They could try
to guess a password or the security
questions that protect the password
should it be forgotten by its owner.

Another theory is that hackers
exploited a temporary security fault
in Apple’s Find My iPhone software,
which helps owners to trace lost
smartphones through iCloud. The
bug was reported a day before the
stolen images were leaked online
but was quickly fixed.

Intimate photographs of Scarlett
Johansson and Mila Kunis appeared
online in 2011 after the actresses had
their email accounts hacked. The
hacker, Christopher Chaney, was
later sentenced to ten years in jail.

leaks and bitcoin addresses and . . . I
thought, ‘oh cool I’ll get free bitcoins’.”
Most names on the list were Amer-

ican actresses. However, British celeb-
rities includingKelly Brook, the actress
andmodel, and Cat Deeley, who works
as a television presenter in the US, also
featured, as did Michelle Keegan, the
Coronation Street actress, and the
model Cara Delevingne. The pop stars
Avril Lavigne and Rihanna, the reality
TV star Kim Kardashian and the ac-
tresses Winona Ryder, Kirsten Dunst
and Hilary Duff were also named.
A lawyer for Kate Upton, the

American model and actress who was
affected by the leak, condemned an
“outrageous violation” of her privacy.
Other actresses affected by the leaks
said that the images were fakes.
Dominic Crossley, a privacy lawyer

atPayneHicksBeach, said that the leak
was a “shocking” violation of privacy
given its scale and content. “Once these
images are disseminated on the inter-
net, there is no getting them back.”
Twitter began to block accounts that

were posting the images yesterday.

Stars’ naked pictures hacked for cash

Millions of Britons have made no plans for retirement
Warnings of a looming pensions crisis
resurface today as a report suggests
that almost half the working popula-
tion still have no form of retirement
provision.
Two years into a government-led

scheme to make workplace pension
schemes mandatory for almost every-
one, a poll of 2,000 people found that
49 per cent were neither members of a
company fund, nor had set up a private
savings scheme.
The survey, published today by the

Chartered Institute of Payroll Profes-
sionals, also found that less than one in

five people knew how much they
should be setting aside for retirement,
or were making adequate provision.
Just over half thewomenasked in the

survey, or 51 per cent, admitted they
had made no pension provision,
slightlyhigher than theirmale counter-
parts, andmost said theywould be rely-
ing on their employer to do it for them.
Lindsay Melvin, the institute’s chief

executive, described the findings as
“extremely worrying”, particularly in
the light of the government’s drive to
promote retirement savings.
Under a scheme known as auto-

enrolment, every company in Britain
will be required to operate or contract

out a pension scheme, in a process that
is expected to be completed in 2017.
“The extreme lack of awareness sur-

rounding the new system, coupledwith
the fact that such a significant amount
of people don’t have any form of pen-
sion whatsoever, private or work, will
have a huge ripple effect later down the
line when many start to reach pension
age,” Mr Melvin said.
“Some people may even find that

they can never fully retire if they carry
on without giving their pension provi-
sion serious consideration,” he said.
Tom McPhail, head of pensions re-

search at Hargreaves Lansdown, the
investment manager, said: “This high-

lights the fact that auto-enrolment is
only half the answer.
“It is essential that all workers, em-

ployed and self-employed, take an ac-
tive interest in their own retirement
provision; without this engagement the
chances are that their retirement sav-
ings will end up being inadequate at
best and non-existent at worst.”
Mr McPhail said that official figures

showed that until very recently only 35
per cent of private sector workers were
members of a company scheme.
He also said that more than 4.4 mil-

lion employees have missed out on au-
to-enrolment because they have been
deemed ineligible. A further 4 million

self-employed workers will not benefit
as they are excluded from the scheme.
Earlier this year, the coalition intro-

duced a cap on annual charges for pri-
vate sector pension schemes at 0.75 per
cent of the funds managed, in a move
designed to make saving more attract-
ive and fees more transparent.
GeorgeOsborne, the chancellor, also

threw a bomb into the pensions indus-
try when he announced during the
budget inMarch that retiring savers no
longer needed to buy an annuity, giving
them an annual income for life, but
could instead elect to take their entire
pension pot as cash when they stop
work.

Miles Costello

Jennifer Lawrence is
among the actresses
whose private accounts
have been targeted,
James Dean reports

Intimate photographs and explicit
videos were hacked from the private
online accounts of British and Amer-
ican actresses before being hawked on
the internet for £70 each.
Private photographs of a number of

actresses including Jennifer Lawrence,
the Oscar-winning star of the Hunger
Games films, and Mary Winstead, who
appeared in the horror film Final Desti-
nation3,werepostedon4chan, aphoto-
sharing website. Images and video of
Jessica Brown Findlay, the actress who
played Lady Sybil in Downton Abbey,
were also leaked.
The photographs are believed to

have been obtained by hackers who
usedavarietyof techniques to remotely
access photographs and videos taken
onsmartphones. Someshowedactress-
es posing topless and without make-up
while others appeared to be “selfies”
taken in bathrooms or bedrooms.
One4chanuserwho initially claimed

to be the source of the images posted a

list containing thenames of 101 actress-
es who have allegedly fallen victim to
the hackers. Lawrence and Winstead
confirmed that the leaked photographs
were authentic and condemned the
invasion of their privacy.
Winstead tweeted: “To those of you

looking at photos I tookwithmy hus-
band years ago in the privacy of our
home,hopeyou feelgreataboutyour-
selves. Knowing those photos were
deleted long ago, I can only imagine
the creepy effort that went into this.”
LawrencewroteonTwitter: “It’s so

weird and hard how people take
your privacy away from you.” A
spokesman for the actress said later
that the authorities had been con-
tacted “and will prosecute anyone
whoposts the stolenphotosof Jenni-
fer Lawrence”.
Discussions about the images

surfaced on awebsite called AnonIB
lastWednesday.Oneanonymousus-
er also requested explicit photographs
and video of Ariel Winter, a 16-year-
old American actress who stars in the
Modern Family television series. “You
know that slut has them,” the website

user said. Another replied: “She’s a
f***ing child. You really need some
help.”
An anonymous user ofNNTP-Chan,

a forumon the “darkweb” that is acces-
sible via a special web browser and is
notorious for selling drugs and weap-
ons, claimed to be one of the hackers
behind the image theft. The user said:
“You guys will get what you want,
worry not. A lot of work was put into
this whole operation.”
Some anonymous web users asked

for payments in bitcoins, the digital
currency, to give others access to the
photos. Access to the stolen imageswas
advertised for as little as a quarter of a
bitcoin, or £72.
The 4chan userwho posted the list of

101 actresses was unmasked by mem-
bers of the Reddit social network yes-
terday as BryanHamade, 27, a comput-
er programmer from Lawrenceville,
Georgia. Mr Hamade told Buzzfeed,
the online news site: “I am not behind
this. I am just an idiot who tried to pull
one over on 4chan and lost big time. I
saw a lot of people posting the actual

MURRAY CLOSE

Jennifer
Lawrence, top,
and the model
Kate Upton
condemned the
invasion of
privacy; Cat
Deeley, right,
was on the list
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Panda pregnancy fears
Britain’s only giant panda may
have miscarried. Tian Tian
should have gone into labour at
the weekend but hormone
analysis found “atypical” results
suggesting “something might be
amiss”, Edinburgh zoo said.
Sources said they could not be
certain until the end of the week
that she had lost her cub, but
“everyone is crossing their fingers
that she is still pregnant”.

NHS about to ‘fail MoT’
If NHS urgent care were a car, it
would be “close to failing its
MoT”, a senior health service
official said yesterday. Keith
Willett, director of acute care at
NHS England, told the public
accounts committee: “We have a
car we all recognise is running
very hot and very close to failing
the next MoT. We have to do
more than just change the
gearbox or the clutch.”

Sleeping driver jailed
A lorry driver who fell asleep at
the wheel, killing two cyclists
taking part in a charity ride, has
been jailed for eight and a half
years. Robert Palmer, 32, of Bude,
Cornwall, hit Andrew
McMenigall, 47, of Edinburgh,
and Toby Wallace, 36, of
Philadelphia, on July 2 last year
on the A30, near Newquay. The
pair were on the 960-mile trip to
John O’Groats from Land’s End.

Crowd pays Oxford fee
A 23-year-old who was set to miss
out on studying at Oxford
because she could not afford the
the £18,110 fees has managed to
raise £10,000 through Hubub, an
online crowdfunding website, to
meet the shortfall. Rachael
Owhin, from west London, will
read an MA in migration studies.
“I truly believe this is what God
told me to do because Oxford was
my dream,” Ms Owhin said.
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Core beliefs Monks at Ampleforth Abbey in Yorkshire harvest dessert and cooking apples for the 45,000 litres of award-winning cider they will produce this year

Female jihadists pose a new threat
John Simpson

British jihadists scoffed at David Cam-
eron’s clampdown on terrorism, saying
last night that nothing could stop them
wreaking havoc in their homeland.
Other fighters with factions linked to

Islamic State (Isis) said that they had
soughtmartyrdom and had no plans to
return.Onewarned thatBritons should
be more concerned about fighters who
were already back in Britain.
Their reaction — in tweets and chat

forums as part of a conflict played out
online aswell as on the ground—came
amid heightened fears over the threat
from British women who had travelled
to Syria. Photos and a video emerged of
two British women brandishing AK47s
in full face veils. They are thought to
have married jihadists.
A recruitment video emerged show-

ing Khadijah Dare, 22, firing the same
model of weapon and being inter-
viewed tellingMuslims itwas their duty
to join the jihad in Syria and Iraq. Ms
Dare, a Briton of Somali origin from

Lewisham, south London, said: “These
areyourbrothers and sisters aswell and
they need your help.” Intelligence
sources are known to be concerned
about the new threat fromBritish-born
women jihadists.
Images continued to emerge yester-

day appearing to show Sally Jones, 45,
who is understood to have abandoned

her twochildrenandrunaway tomarry
Junaid Hussain, a 20-year-old British
fighter based in Isis-held Raqqa in
northern Syria.
Hussain, from Birmingham, was jail-

ed for six months in 2012 for stealing
personal information relating to Tony
Blair and his family and posting it
online. He has threatened that the Isis
flag will fly over Downing Street and
the White House.
His new bride, a former member of a

punkbandwhohas livedonbenefits for
much of her life, has been picturedwith
an AK47 in one hand with a single fin-
ger raised in the air — the Isis salute.
Her Twitter feed is filled with quota-

tions from theKoran as she attempts to
justify the murder of non-Muslims. In
one tweet, nowdeleted, shewrote: “You
Christians all need beheading with a
blunt knife and stuck on railings in
Raqqa . . .Come here I’ll do it for you.”
Another fighter using the name Abu

Abdullah spoke toThe Times yesterday
using an encrypted messenger service.
“Wearenever comingbackso it’s point-

less,” he said of the prime minister’s
anti-terrorism measures.
“The British passport or citizenship

means very little to us. I’ve already
burnt my passport.”
Abdullah, who proudly tweeted the

view from insidewhat he claimedwas a
tank captured from forces loyal to
President Assad of Syria, was asked
what hope there was for peace.
“There is no hope,” he said. “What

the government fails to understand is
that being chosen for this path is an
honour and one that Allah blesses a
personwith.Allah chooseswho is guid-
ed and misguided.”
Abdullah has been linked to the Isis-

affiliated Rayat al-Tawheed, a largely
British unit fighting in the region.
Abu Muhajir, who admits fighting in

Syria but denies being amember of Isis,
said he planned to return to Britain.
“Instead of looking at how many are
out of the country, you should look at
how many have already returned,” he
said. He also said that many “veterans”
had returned peacefully.

Sally Jones, known as Sakinah Hussain,
says that Christians “need beheading”

Anti-terror measures run into coalition impasse
Continued from page 1
senior Tory aide. The Liberal Demo-
crats have been cautious about partici-
pating in a military effort.
Mr Cameron’s attempts to gain the

upper hand on the terrorist threat
faltered yesterday as it emerged that
two of the fivemeasures outlined in the
Commons did not have coalition back-
ing.
The primeminister set out measures

to forcibly relocate terrorist suspects
away from friends, family and religious
leaders who may have had a malign
influence. “We will introduce new
powers to add to our existing Tpims
[terrorism prevention and investi-
gation measures], including stronger
locational constraints on suspects
under Tpims, either through enhanced
use of exclusion zones or through relo-
cation powers,” he said.
Conservative aides briefed that the

coalition had reached agreement in
principle on this point, butwithinhours
the Lib Dems had rejected this claim.
The regional restrictions had been a

key part of Labour’s stricter control
order regime, scrapped when the coali-
tion came into office in 2010.
MrCameronalso said thathewanted

to look at “specific and discretionary”
powers to bar suspects from returning
to the UK, but conceded in the Com-
mons this would only proceed if there
were cross party agreement.
Other key changes included:
6Powers forpolice to seizepassportsof
Britons suspected of travelling to join
terrorist groups;
6Forcing airlines to hand over passen-
ger lists to help identify jihadists;
6Forcing suspects to undergo anti-
terrorism training.
Rachel Sylvester, page 17
World, page 24

Terrorism
prevention and
investigation

measures (TPims),
came into effect in
January 2012 to
replace the much
stricter control order
regime (Fiona
Hamilton writes).
Statistics for the

latest quarter reveal
that no one is
currently subject to a
TPim. It was used
comparatively rarely
compared with
control orders — a
total of 10 men were

placed under TPims.
The system was
widely criticised in
November after
Mohammed Ahmed
Mohamed, the subject
of a TPim who was
facing 20 charges for
breaching terrorism
prevention orders,
absconded after he
put on a burka at a
mosque. Mohamed’s
whereabouts are still
unknown and he was
the second suspect to
flee under TPims.
Ibrahim Magag is
believed to have
escaped police
surveillance on

Boxing Day 2012 after
hiring a black cab,
and has not been seen
since.
Terror suspects

subjected to TPims
could not be relocated
to another area of
Britain, causing
consternation among
police as it placed the
onus back on them to
monitor suspects.
Limits on electronic

communications and
curfews are less harsh
under TPims, which
last for a maximum of
two years, while
control orders were
indefinite.
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Sick boy’s parents sought help from Czech clinic
Graham Keeley, Dominic Kennedy

Afive-year-oldboywithabrain tumour
was facing his third night in a Spanish
hospital without his parents after a
judge refused them bail yesterday.
A high-tech Czech clinic has offered

to treat Ashya King within days if it
receives his medical notes and he is
assessed to be suitable.
The boy’s father contacted the

Czechs last month but claimed that the
NHShad not provided the necessary
paperwork.
Ashya’s fate has provoked an ago-

nised debate about parents’ rights, doc-
tors’ duties and the role of the police in
seeking a European arrest warrant for
alleged neglect, which resulted in the
boy’smother and fatherbeingdetained.
Proton Therapy Centre Czech said

that Brett King had contacted it on
August 20 requesting treatment for
medulloblastoma, Ashya’s cancer.
“The centre is ready to accept Ashya

King immediately if the specialists re-
ceive proper medical documentation
from the UK doctors,” it said. “If Ashya
is indicated for proton therapy, the
centre is keenon starting the treatment
in a few days. The costs would be dealt
with later on.”
Before his arrest, Mr King said on

YouTube that he had passed an email
from the clinic toSouthamptongeneral
hospital but claimed the hospital “did
nothingwith it” and“wasn’t interested”.
Mr King and his wife, Naghemeh,

claim Southampton had said that the
proton beam would be of no benefit in
Ashya’s case and instead proposed
chemotherapy and radiotherapy.
Proton therapy is not yet available in
England,but theNHSpays for99child-
ren a year to fly overseas for it.
The couple’s Spanish lawyer con-

firmed that the Kings brought Ashya
abroad after deciding they did notwant
him to receive radiotherapy.
Michael Marsh, from University

Hospital Southampton NHS Founda-
tion Trust, said: “We have discussed
protonbeamradiotherapywithAshya’s
family and there are some tumours that
respond well to this type of treatment,
but there are some cases where there
isn’t theevidence that this is abeneficial
treatment.
“Where the evidence supports this

treatment we have made a referral and
patients have been treated abroad. We
verymuch regret that the communica-
tion and relationship with the King
familyhadbrokendown in thiswayand
they have lost confidence in us.”
A judge in Madrid ordered that the

couple be held in custody for up to 72
hours. They will fight extradition. Juan
Isidro Fernandez Diáz, their lawyer,
said: “They brought Ashya to Spain to
sell a house that they have in Malaga
and pay for a better treatment for him.

In nomoment did the [parents] put the
child’s health at risk.”
The prime minister’s spokesman

said: “People will understand and be
moved by the grave illness from which
Ashya is suffering. First and foremost,
the prioritymust be that he receives the
verybest andmost appropriatemedical
care. Of course, I am sure that every
parent wants to do the best for their
child. That is probably themost human
of human instincts.”
Ethan Dallas, a family friend, has

raisedmore than £9,000 in twodays for
Ashya’s treatment using the Indiegogo
crowdfunding website.
Leading article, page 20

Proton
beam

Proton
beam

Radiation is more
precisely targeted
at the tumour,
minimising
damage to
surrounding
tissue

X-ray

Tumour

X-ray
Red indicates
harmful radiation,
which presents a
greater risk to
children

Campaigning MP accepts
£2,500 from tax advisers
Alexi Mostrous, Matt Dathan

Chuka Umunna, the shadow business
secretary who has railed against tax
avoidance, accepted a £2,500 donation
from a firm specialising in tax planning
for wealthy clients.
Signature Tax, a Manchester-based

“boutique” tax consultancy, donated
the cash to Mr Umunna on August 18
and it was accepted the same day, ac-
cording to the parliamentary register.
MrUmunnahas previously called on

the chancellor to “close in on tax loop-
holes and deliver greater tax justice . . .
close in on tax avoiders, recoup public
money and ensure everyone in society
pays their fair share”.
In 2011 he criticised Bob Diamond,

the chief executive of Barclays, for his
bank’s use of 300 offshore subsidiaries
to allegedly avoid tax.
Signature Tax advertises itself as

offering “progressive tax strate-
gies”, including advice on “off-
shore” arrangements and “capital
gains tax mitigation”. It also adver-
tises “non-Dotas tax
schemes”, legal tax minimi-
sation strategies that do
not require disclosure to
theRevenueunder itsDis-
closure of Tax Avoidance
Scheme Regulations.
Some tax experts have

raised concerns that tax

promoters are purposefully marketing
tax schemes as “non-Dotas” to encour-
age customers.
Ebrahim Sidat, a former KPMG ac-

countant and Signature’s founder, said
the company was “not a tax avoidance
scheme promoter”, adding: “Signature
Tax has never been a promoter of tax
avoidance schemes and in fact is
strongly opposed to UK taxmitigation.
“SignatureTax is strongly against the

use of schemes and obscure structures
and the firm’s strategy is to make full
utilisation of the HMRC-approved
reliefs andallowancesavailable, suchas
capital allowances planning for com-
mercial properties and research and
development allowances.”
References tonon-Dotas schemeson

the website were “to help businesses
dismantle and unwind such arrange-
ments”, he said. In a recent seminar,
Mr Sidat described how capital al-
lowance reliefs, which allow busi-
nesses to write off certain costs,
could be used to minimise tax.

Aspokesman for Mr Umunna
said: “There’s no link
[betweenMr Umunna and
Signature Tax]; there are
Labour supporters in all
walks of life who share
the values of the party
and donations do not
influence policy. The
donation has been

made and declared in
the normal way, in accord-

ance with the rules.”

Ashya King and his father, Brett. Both parents were refused bail by a Spanish judge

Chuka Umunna has called
for loopholes to be closed

NAVEED KING / YOUTUBE / PA
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Police guard at polling stations
Some have described them as “orga-
nised mobs” that have emerged from a
“dark corner of Scotland”. Others say
they are an example of good grassroots
campaigning.
Groups of extreme Yes supporters

have been appearing at public talks
given by Jim Murphy, one of the most
prominent figures campaigning
against Scottish independence, to
heckle him. The Labour MP has been
shouted down, sworn at, called a
terrorist and last week was splattered
with an egg.
Yesterday it emerged that police

officers will be on standby at some poll-
ing stationsacross thecountryonrefer-
endumday, September 18, amid fears of
voters being intimidated.
Mary Pitcaithly, Scotland’s chief

counting officer, said that while there
would not be police officers at every
polling station, some officers might be
deployed at the busiest.
Alex Salmond has said that it is “ut-

terly ridiculous” to imply that the offi-
cialYes campaign is connectedwith the
protests against Mr Murphy but Better
Together maintains that it is facing

organisedmob action. It is clear that on
a local level, group demonstrations are
being organised by Yes-affiliated
groups, which have encouraged people
to target Mr Murphy’s public talks.
A Facebook poster from Yes Kirk-

caldy urged supporters to giveMrMur-
phy a “warm Yes welcome” before the
meeting where he was hit with an egg.
YesMotherwell andWishawposted the
dates of Mr Murphy’s speeches on its
Facebook page.
Mr Murphy described the demon-

strations as “co-ordinated and sinister”
and said that they had involved hun-
dreds of people.
He told Sky News: “Instead of turn-

ing up and [facing] crowds of people on
all sides, I would turn up and there was
an organised mob of Yes supporters
facilitated through the Yes Scotland
organisations, through websites,
through Facebook and other social
media.
“I’m not suggestingMr Salmond has

orchestrated this . . . but Yes Scotland at
a local level have made that happen.”
However, ColinFox, a spokesman for

the Scottish Socialist party, said that
heckling was to be expected when the
referendumwas so close. “I think this is

Mr Murphy said he had recognised
thesamefacesappearingatdemonstra-
tions across the country, suggesting
that the protesters are using social
media to target the Labour MP’s talks
throughout Scotland. He also claimed

that some demonstrators have been
filmingBetter Together supporters and
people who are still undecided about
which way they will vote.
Jill Stephenson, emeritus professor

of history at Edinburgh University and
a campaigner for Better Together , said
the tactic was being used to intimidate
voters.
She said: “This is deliberate intimida-

tion. Filming people at public meetings
is a form of intimidation and it is in-
tended to intimidate. Nationalism has
alwayshadadarker sideand it’s appear-
ing now.”
It has also emerged thatAlistairDar-

ling, the head of the Better Together
campaign, will talk to police about
security arrangements for the referen-
dum in the next few days, especially
about the tactics thatwill be in place for
polling day.

Tom Knowles

Yes campaigners have been putting their own twist on artworks by Banksy

News Scotland decides

just the rough and tumble of politics,”
he said.
“I’ve been campaigning for months

and months on the street and passions
are high, it’s the nature of passions. I
wouldn’t get it out of proportion.”
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Now at last
the No camp
realises the
fight is on
Analysis Magnus Linklater

W
hen it comes to
testing public
opinion, there
is one thing
that pollsters

struggle to measure. It is
excitement. The political
atmosphere across Scotland
now is electric. Everyone
notices it.
No conversation can take place

without a political argument.
Families are divided. From 16 and
17-year-olds, now equipped with the
right to vote, to pensioners who
realise this is the biggest political
decision they will make in their
lifetime, the independence debate has
caught fire.
It is this mood that the Yes

campaign has seized on, closing the
poll gap to its narrowest so far. There
have long been predictions that the
10-15 per cent advantage the Better
Together campaign has enjoyed for

nearly two years would begin to erode
as decision day approached. The SNP
has always been good at getting its
vote out, bringing supporters on to
the streets, with their heady slogans,
balloons and banners.
At the same time, Alex Salmond’s

clear victory in his last, ill-tempered
TV debate with Alistair Darling has
given the Yes campaign extra
impetus. His decision to play the NHS
card, however opportunistic, appears
to be working. By claiming that only
an independent Scotland can protect
the health service — as well as the
welfare state — from Westminster’s
“privatisation” plans, he has been
able to talk up the potential of a
nation “freed” from London control.
It is, at best, a dubious proposition.
But it says Yes rather than No.

Therein lies the greatest challenge
facing the Better Together team. It
has mounted an essentially negative
campaign, warning Scots of the
dangers they would face if they break
away from a protective union.
Yet even here there was a

contradiction in terms. To be told that
you have a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to change the face of the
nation and then to be asked to say No
is, at best, counterintuitive, at worst a
disappointment.
The traditional warnings — no

common currency, no entry to
Europe, huge debts and not enough
North Sea oil — appear to be having
a diminished effect. The message
sounds tired, the campaign stuck in a
dispiriting groove. Only recently have
the strong, positive benefits of a
continued union been emphasised.
But even here the tone has seemed at
times a little desperate.
“We love our kids, we’re saying No

thanks” reads one slogan, prompting
the derisive response from the Yes
campaign: “So if you vote ‘yes’, you
don’t love your children?”
There are, however, 16 vital days to

go. Referendums are notoriously hard
to predict and anything can

happen in that final, frenetic
period. This latest poll offers
supporters of the Union one
huge advantage. It finally
blasts aside the lingering
fog of complacency. The
fight is on. And there is no
time to lose.

Undecided voters more
likely to back separation

its rivals. Almost three quarters of Scots
said they had received leaflets or letters
from the Yes campaign through the
door, compared with 65 per cent who
had received them from Better To-
gether. Voters were twice as likely to
have had Yes Scotland than Better To-
gether representatives knock at their
door—8per cent comparedwith 14per
cent.
More than a quarter of Scots said

they had not been contacted by Better
Together by phone, in person, online or
through posters, leaflets or street stalls.
The rate for Yes Scotland was 15 per
cent.
Mr Kellner said that the overall rise

in those intending to vote Yes was real,
as YouGov had checked the responses
of 500 Scots who they also questioned
about independence earlier this year.
There has been a widespread belief

since the start of the campaign that the
polls would narrow as September 18
grew closer and the SNP’s formidable
election machine swung into action.
The nationalists were behind in the
lead-up to the 2011 Scottish parliament
election but pulled off a dramatic turn-
around in the finalweeks and secured a
historic outright majority.
YouGov polled 1,063 adults in Scotland

between August 28 and September 1.

Continued from page 1
said that while he still expected the
campaignagainst independence towin,
a victory for Mr Salmond could not be
ruled out.
“A close finish looks likely, and a Yes

victory is now a real possibility. If No
finally wins the day, it now looks less
likely that it will win by a big enough
margin to deliver a knock-out blow to
supporters of independence,” he added.

“If the final vote is anything like our
current poll figures, I would not bet
much against a second referendum
being held within the next 10 to 15
years.”
The poll also suggests that the cam-

paign for independence is running a
more effective ground operation than

Divided we fall With the clock counting down until Scotland decides whether or not it wants independence, Alistair Darling, leader of the
Better Together movement, launches the latest advertising campaign designed to persuade voters to remain within the United Kingdom

Narrowing vote
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as passions reach boiling point

The last TV debate
was seen as a clear
win for Alex
Salmond

Inside today

Separatist case still
lacking in coherence
Leading article, page 20

Referendum could leave
scars on Scotland
Letters, page 21

“If the final vote is anything lik
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Mating games Stags warm up for the rutting season, which starts this month. Males lock antlers in a head-to-head battle for supremacy and mating rights with females who are in season for one day a year

ANDREW MATTHEWS/PA

Woman accused of Rotherham
cover-up still in child safety job
A senior council officer accused of
trying to suppress a damning report on
child sex crimes in Rotherham 12 years
ago is today responsible for the safetyof
thousands of children in a neighbour-
ing town, The Times can reveal.
Jackie Wilson, Doncaster council’s

£90,000-a-year assistant director for
children and families, was a senior
manager with responsibility for safe-
guarding children in Rotherham dur-
ing the years when widespread sex-
grooming crimes were going unpun-
ished. She also previously had a high-
profile role at Leeds city council before
leaving after another child protection
scandal.
MsWilson, whowas known as Jackie

Jenkinson at the time, was involved in

the alleged “cover-up” of a report by a
HomeOffice researcher that foundevi-
dence of widespread sexual exploita-
tion. She faces possible disciplinary
action after the chief executive of
Doncaster council requested ameeting
withRotherham council to “discuss the
implications” of an independent in-
quiry published last week.
It was revealed yesterday that Di

Billups, who was Rotherham’s director
of education, attended a meeting in
October 2001when the local police dis-
trict commander, Chief Superintend-
ent Christine Davies, allegedly berated
the Home Office researcher over her
attempts to raise the issue.
It can now be disclosed that MsWil-

son was also present at the meeting.

The researcher claimed thatMsDavies
attacked her for highlighting the abuse
and gang-rape of young girls by groups
of men predominantly of Pakistani ori-
gin. “It was so hostile and intimidating
that Iwas terrified,” the researcher said.
A few months later, in 2002, the re-

searcher again raised concerns about
sex-grooming inRotherham in a report
that was sharedwith police and council
staff, includingMs Wilson. The report

included evidence that police officers
and council workers were ignoring
vulnerable girls who disclosed horrific
incidents of sexual abuse.
Soon after, a raid took place on the

specialist youth service where the re-
searcher was based, which resulted in
case files being removed and computer
records beingwiped. Youthworkers be-
lieve that the seizure was ordered by
senior Rotherham council staff.

Marked-up copies of the researcher’s
report were later handed back to her
with demands for many sections to be
altered or removed. One of the copies
had been annotated by Ms Wilson.
Shehasnotexplainedhermotives for

making these annotations, although a
police officer who made edits to
another of the copies said that she had
removed identifying informationabout
the children involved.
After leaving Rotherham council,

MsWilson spent two and ahalf years at
Leeds as chief officer for children and
young people’s social care. She left in
December 2011, a month after The
Times revealed the cases of five teenage
girls from West Yorkshire who had
beengroomedandpliedwithdrugs and
alcohol before being sexually exploited.
One victim fromLeeds tried to com-

mit suicide in 2010 at the age of 16 after
police and social services had failed to
act on information that she was being
gang-raped and sold for sex.
MsWilson, who spoke to Professor

Alexis Jay as part of the independent
inquiry into child abuse in Rotherham
published last week, began working at
Doncaster council in January.
She refused to answer detailed ques-

tions about her knowledge of the raid,
why she sought to suppress the
Rotherham report, and the reasons for
her departure from Leeds. In a state-
ment, she said that shewas “profoundly
sorry for the suffering of children and
young people” in Rotherham.
“As soonas Iwasawareof the report’s

publication I brought it to my employ-
er’s attention and asked them to make
inquiries about my time in Rotherham
and to rigorously assess my fitness to
practise,” she said.
Doncaster council’s chief executive,

JoMiller, said: “JackieWilson is co-op-
erating fully with us while we continue
with our inquiries, which we cannot
conduct in the public domain.”

Andrew Norfolk, Billy Kenber

One abuser, 18 ‘girlfriends’

L
ast week’s
publication of
Alexis Jay’s
report into
child sexual

exploitation in
Rotherham revealed
that 1,400 children had
been abused over
16 years,
predominantly by men
of Pakistani origin
(Billy Kenber writes).
However, as long ago

as 2002, a researcher
on a Home Office
project submitted a
report with many of
the same findings, but
it was never published.
Here, for the first time,
are edited extracts
from that report.
6 The researcher
cross-referenced data
from the police and
councils, and profiles
showed that the men
linked to most of the
girls were members of
one British-Asian
family.
6 In October 2001,

54 girls had been
linked to the family.
Eighteen identified one
member as their
“boyfriend”. Several
had become pregnant
and he was the
suspected father.
6 Taxis were thought
to be used to target
girls and to take them
to houses and towns
for prostitution.
6 Takeaways had been
used as locations
where girls were
targeted. They had also
been collected from
schools, residential
homes, homeless
projects and stations.
6 The researcher
examined ten case
studies. All but one had
been “courted” by the
suspected abusers,
taken for meals and
persuaded to have sex.
All received threats.
6 In two cases, police
officers had responded
to missing-person
reports but left the

girls with the suspected
abuser.
6 Police had acted on
missing-person reports
reluctantly. Some girls
had been threatened
with prosecution for
wasting police time,
and were treated as
promiscuous.
6 Some professionals
did not share
information with
police. Some officers
said that if the girls
would not help
themselves by giving
evidence no action
would be taken.
6Responsibility was
placed on the girls’
shoulders, rather than
the abusers’. There was
also resistance to a
change in policy.
6 When data was sent
to the Home Office
evaluation team,
suggestions were made
that the research was
flawed, and that facts
had been fabricated or
exaggerated.

Jackie Wilson has
a senior position at
Doncaster council

Killer on run
for nine years
given passport
and benefits
A convicted murderer was allowed to
“simply walk out” of a prison before
going on the run for nine years while
managing to claim benefits and take
holidays abroad, a court heard.
David Richards, 53, a Hell’s Angel,

should have triggered a manhunt after
he absconded from Sudbury open pris-
on, Derbyshire, in 2005.
He was serving a life sentence after

being jailed in 1984 for hacking to death
Michael Groves, 16, at his flat in west
London and using his blood to write
“Hell’s Angels” on a wall.
After the escape police refused to

search for him and simply logged his
disappearance on a national database.
In the meantime, Richards was able

to rent a flat, claim disability benefits
and obtain a passport to visit Ireland,
where he was jailed for three months
for robbery without anyone realising
thathewasontherun.Ononeoccasion
he dialled 999 to report youths throw-
ing stones at his window.
Wolverhampton crown court heard

that the killerwas recaptured on June 6
this year. TheMetropolitan policewere
tipped off that he was living inWolver-
hampton, where he was arrested.
Last week Richards was jailed for

another two and a half years after ad-
mitting escaping from custody. Judge
Philip Parker, QC, said he had jeopar-
dised the prospect of release. “The fact
you were in an open prison when you
decided to walk out must have meant
you were relatively trusted,” he said.
Richards’ parents said they thought

their son had been freed and were
shocked to learn that hewas on the run.
Chris Grayling, the justice secretary,

defended the use of open prisons, but
said yesterday that their use had been
tightened. “It is clear that open prisons
and temporary licence are important
tools in rehabilitating long-term of-
fenders, but they will not be used at the
expense of public safety,” he said.
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Djalili’s ballsy
performance
The late Oliver Reed was always a
handful to work with, as the British-
Iranian comedian Omid Djalili
found out thanks to a prank on the
set of Gladiator. In one scene,
Reed’s character, the boss of a
gladiator troupe, confronts Djalili’s,
a slave dealer, and has to grab him
by the groin. Reed asked Djalili,
above, if he was a method actor and
politely requested to hold his
testicles directly, rather than
through his costume. Unaware that
even the director Ridley Scott was
in on the joke, Djalili consented and
had to spend four takes of the scene
clasped firmly under his Arab robe
by Reed, who massaged his testicles
as the cameras rolled. “What’s
more,” said Djalili, speaking at The
Moth, a storytelling event at the
Union Chapel in London, “Reed got
a bloody Oscar out of it.”

After TMS cast aspersions yesterday
on comparisons between Boris
Johnson and Leonidas, the ill-fated
king of the Spartans, Tony Phillips
wrote in to cast further doubt on
parallels between Boris’s career and
the Battle of Thermopylae. The
Oracles, A E Housman’s poem about

the battle, recalls how Leonidas and
his men prepared for the impending
Persian attack. “The Spartans on the
sea-wet rock sat down and combed
their hair.”

mad man
Jon Hamm, a paragon of coolness
as Don Draper in Mad Men, was a
wreck when faced with his hero. On
meeting Jeff Bridges, the Oscar-
winning star of Crazy Heart, Hamm
froze, staring with a “dumb smile”
as Bridges went to shake his hand.
“I haven’t seen him since,” Hamm
said at the Regent Street Apple
Store in London. “I’m assuming
that every time he sees me coming
he crosses the street and thinks,
‘Oh god, not that idiot again. He’s
going to breathe on me.’ ”

two gentlemen of stratford
Where would Sajid Javid, the
banker turned culture secretary, be
without Nadhim Zahawi? The

Stratford-on-Avon MP marched
Javid to see Hamlet shortly after his
appointment in April and the pair
were at Henry IV Part 1 in the Bard’s
home town at the weekend. Did the
ambitious Javid take notes from the
tale of a beleaguered leader and an
upstart pretender? The PM should
heed Falstaff’s words: “Call you that
backing of your friends? A plague
upon such backing!”

“Mother of three poised to lead the
BBC.” This was how The Sunday
Telegraph announced that Rona
Fairhead is to be the first woman to
chair the BBC Trust. Was Lord Patten
defined by his three daughters when
he was chairman? It recalls the Daily
Mail headline from 1964 about the
biochemist Dorothy Hodgkin:
“Oxford housewife wins Nobel.”

lembit gets off scot-free
It has been seven long years since
Jack McConnell was Scotland’s first
minister and some north of the
border seem to have forgotten their
former leader. While campaigning
against independence in Glasgow,
he was asked by one woman: “Are
you that one off the telly who is
married to the Cheeky Girls?” If
Scots think Lembit Öpik is backing
Better Together then the Union
doesn’t stand a chance.

kaya burgess

Galloway wants state
to fund bodyguards
Georgie Keate

A man charged with beating up the
Respect MP George Galloway as he
posed for photographs pleaded not
guilty yesterday to the alleged attack.
Neil Masterson, 39, was accused of

religiously aggravated assault.
Mr Galloway is said to have been

punched to the ground in Notting Hill,
west London, on Friday evening as he
stopped in the street to have his picture
taken with two Moroccan supporters.
TheMP for BradfordWest was treat-

ed at St Mary’s hospital in Paddington
for severe bruising. He is also believed
to have sustained broken ribs and has
said that the state should provide him
with protection.
MarkFanthorpe, for thedefence, told

Hammersmith magistrates’ court that
MrMasterson, a former employee of
the Department for Work and Pen-
sions and the BBC, was now a full-
time carer for a friend.
Mr Masterson, from Notting

Hill, was supported by two
members of the English
Defence League, who held
up Campaign Against
Anti-Semitism posters
outside the court.
Mr Galloway, 60, the

MP for Bradford West,
attracted criticism after
claiming during a speech in
Leeds on August 2 on “the
crisis of Palestine” that his

constituency had been declared “an
Israeli-free zone”. In a video that was
uploaded to the internet, Mr Galloway
is recorded saying: “We don’t want any
Israeli goods; we don’t want any Israeli
services; we don’t want any Israeli
academics coming to the university or
the college.
“Wedon’t evenwant any Israeli tour-

ists to come to Bradford even if any of
them had thought of doing so.
“We reject this illegal, barbarous,

savage state that calls itself Israel —
and you have to do the same.”
Hewas interviewedunder cautionby

West Yorkshire police but has not faced
any further action.
Despite his injuries from the attack,

Mr Galloway has insisted that he will
continue with his “Just Say Naw” tour

in Scotland to persuade voters to
reject independence later this
month.
Mr Masterson also denied

assaulting a second man and
pleaded guilty to possessing

a “small quantity of
cannabis”.

He was remanded in
custody andwill appear
at Isleworth crown
court on September 15.

George Galloway
was treated in
hospital and is
believed to have
suffered broken ribs
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John Bercow was forced to back down
yesterday over the controversial
appointment of an Australian to be-
come parliament’s most senior official.
His authority as Speaker of theCom-

mons was further damaged as MPs
mocked the announcement and later
questioned him at length over his
handling of the affair.
Mr Bercow announced a “pause” on

the hiring of Carol Mills, the head of
parliamentary services in theCanberra
legislature, as clerk to the House.
Ms Mills’s appointment had brought

to a head anger, mainly among Con-

servativeMPs, atMrBercow’s tenureas
the Speaker. Critics say Ms Mills is not
qualified to rule on constitutional mat-
ters in theCommons,which is akey role
of the clerk, who is also the chief execu-
tive of parliament.
More than 80 MPs signed a motion

calling for her to be questioned byMPs
before she took up the job, which pays
£200,000 a year.
Mr Bercow said that he wanted to

give MPs the chance to consider the
next steps, although he did not say how
long the “modest pause” should last or
whetherMsMillswouldbea candidate.
The issue will be discussed by the

House of Commons Commission, the

cross-party body that oversees the run-
ning of parliament, next Monday, he
said. In the meantime, he said, the
duties of the clerk would be shared
between existing officials. He said he
hoped the row could be “resolved with
goodwill and by consensus”.
However, he was heckled repeatedly

by Michael Fabricant, his most persist-
ent and vocal critic. The Conservative
MP for Lichfield shouted “Ha!” when
Mr Bercow conceded that MPs had
raised “concerns” about the process. At
least one otherToryMPwas also heard
to shout. Statements by the Speaker are
customarily heard in respectful silence.
Mr Bercow said that he had wanted to

split the role but had been told that it
was not possible without legislation,
and that the priority had been to find
someonewho could handle the admin-
istrative challenges.
“Over the years, parliament’s affairs

have becomemore complex, its budget
has ordinarily risen and decisions, such
as on a potential refurbishment of the
House, have become unavoidable,” he
said.
Later, he was forced to defend his

handling of the affair as MPs from all
sides raised points of order. Although
hewasdefendedby some, includingPe-
ter Hain, a former leader of the Com-
mons, who urged him to continue to

take on the “fiefdoms” running parlia-
ment, others mocked him.
Crispin Blunt, the former justice

minister,who served as anarmyofficer,
gaveMr Bercow ironic congratulations
for emulatingDunkirk and other “cele-
brated actions” in “evacuating a hope-
less position”.
Ms Mills was recommended for the

role earlier this month following an
open recruitment process with a selec-
tion panel led by the Speaker.
Downing Street has insisted that the

new clerk must have the backing of
MPs. The primeminister is responsible
for passing the recommendation to the
Queen to be finalised.

Bercow forced into retreat over new clerk
Francis Elliott Political Editor

Speaker saves his skin
as MPs seek his head

J
ohn Bercow began his
military manoeuvre to save
himself as soon as the
Commons sat, at 2.33pm. This
was, appropriately, before the

prime minister’s statement on
Ukraine and Syria. For no war
fought in this summer of blood has
been as intense, at least for the
armchair generals of Westminster,
as the Battle of Bercow. It was right
that he went first.
Mr Bercow arose, never a long

affair for he is famously short or, as
he puts it, in Bercow-speak,
vertically challenged. It is one of his
favourite jokes that he is not
technically the shortest Speaker
because three of his predecessors,
after they were beheaded, were
indeed shorter. Yesterday, I could
not help but notice that his old
enemy Simon Burns, who called him
a “sanctimonious dwarf”, from the
front bench, was on the back
benches, watching the show.
There is no shortage of candidates

now who would like to behead
Bercow. This year’s summer
skirmish has been over his
appointment of an Australian
(enough said) named Carol Mills to
be the clerk of the House, a
portmanteau job that entails
wearing a wig, being the master of
all parliamentary goings-on as well
as chief executive of parliament.
Critics say that Ms Mills has no grip
on procedure and, under her,
Erskine May could become
Erskine May Not.
In front of Mr Bercow, in

his huge Alice in
Wonderland chair, sat three
bewigged clerks, sitting at
their oak desk with its worn
leather blotter. Sadly, they
were using iPads and not
quills. One of them, the
deputy clerk, David
Natzler, would have
liked the job. Still,
his wig was giving
nothing away.
Mr Speaker

began by
explaining that,

actually, he always wanted to split
the job but his wish had been
thwarted (in other words, it’s not his
fault). He explained who was on the
panel (it’s really not his fault) who
had made the decision to appoint
Ms Mills at the end of July.
“RIGGED!” heckled an MP.
Mr Speaker’s words flowed on

mellifluously. “However a number of
colleagues have since expressed
disquiet . . .” he noted.
“Ha!” shouted show-pony Michael

Fabricant, resplendent in his
summer wig.
Mr Speaker kept speaking (you try

to stop him). “I believe that a
modest pause in the recruitment
process is desirable,” he said,
adding, hilariously, that the matter
should be resolved with “goodwill”.
A modest pause. Hmm. I must say

that I would have preferred an
immodest pause. Much more fun.
We then had a very immodest,
indeed almost endless pause, as MPs
debated Syria and Ukraine (yawn)
before getting back to the Battle of
Bercow.
Finally, at 5.36, we had the badly

named “points of order”. Everyone
was positively gushing, which just
goes to show how much they all
hate each other. Mr Speaker was
unctuous in his belief that
everything in the world must now be
decided by MPs who were, in return,
unctuous over his unctuousness.
Tory Crispin Blunt gave his

military assessment. “In the
generally successful history of the
British Army, some of the most
celebrated actions from Corunna to
Gallipoli to Dunkirk have evolved
evacuations from hopeless
positions,” he noted. “Can I
congratulate you on successful

disengagement.”
Mr Bercow announced
that he had known Mr
Blunt for 25 years and
two months and that he
had the greatest respect
for him. The Speaker
beamed. Isn’t the Battle
of Bercow the most

marvellous fun?

Ann Treneman
Parliamentary
Sketch

John Bercow
explained that,
actually, it isn’t
his fault at all



the times | Tuesday September 2 2014 FGM 11

News

Wild at heart
Representing the
tradition of great
British eccentrics,
as seen by the
French
photographer
Bettina Rheims,
are the models
Amber Le Bon,
above, Mary
Charteris and
Harriet Verney,
far right. The
exhibition,
Bonkers! A
Fortnight in
London, runs
from September
11-13 at Christie’s
in King Street,
London

BETTINA RHEIMS, COURTESY OF CHRISTIES

Defend yourself:
police can’t cope
with cyber crime
The scale of online fraudhas become so
“enormous” that the police cannot stop
it and the public must do more to
protect themselves, the country’s most
senior economic crime officer has said.
Adrian Leppard, the City of London

police commissioner, said that individ-
uals needed to takemore responsibility
for online security because, from a
policing perspective, “clearly there isn’t
a capacity to deal with all fraud”.
Mr Leppard called for a campaign to

raise national awareness, akin to those
that ran in the 1980s about drink-driv-
ing, to highlight the risks posed by on-
line scams and to suggest ways to pre-
vent personal computers being hacked.
Online crime, from lottery and

investment fraud schemes to the hack-
ing of businesses to gain personal data,
is estimated to cost the UK economy
more than £50 billion annually.
Mr Leppard, whose remit includes

economic crime and cyber crime, said
that the City of London and the
National Crime Agency were targeting
the biggest organised crime groups,
whileother forceswere improving their
skills to tackle cyber crime.
However, he admitted that the prob-

lem of online fraud was huge in scale
and criminals were evading capture by
operating from jurisdictions beyond
the reach of the UK authorities. British
police forces have introduced hubs of
cyber-crime experts but their efforts
were “a drop in the ocean compared to
the scale of the problem we are facing”.
Mr Leppard’s comments came after

The Times revealed that nearly four
million bank and credit card frauds
were omitted from statistics for
England andWales. An estimate by the
Office of National Statistics indicates
that about seven people are defrauded
every minute.
Mr Leppard said: “Economic crime is

predominantly cyber-related. The rea-
son we have problems in this area are
two-fold: one, the scale of what is hap-
pening; it’s enormous. And secondly,
the jurisdiction—thebulkof offending
now is taking place overseas. Where
you can reach the offenders in this
nation and introduce legislation, you
can have an impact. If the offending is

overseas, where you don’t have legis-
lation or powers to reach them, that be-
comes very difficult.
“Themajority of the threat is coming

in, on the internet, from countries all
over the world, so it is going to be very
hard.We can’t shut down that threat—
no domestic country can.”
Many of the biggest online scams in

recent years — in particular those tar-
geting the elderly about fake lottery
wins or lonely hearts in online dating
scams— have operated out of Nigeria.
Calling for a campaign, Mr Leppard

said: “When there was a shift change in
this country in wearing seatbelts, or
drink-driving, you would see TV cam-
paigns and the release of products.
Then, everyone in every community
knewwhat theyhad todo.Weneed that
level of public communication coupled
with real and seriously useful products
for people; how they need to protect
themselves, what they need to do.
“Each person has access to the inter-

net and online banking. Each person is
exposed. We’ve got to find a national
campaign, coupled with real products
anduseful tools, that canhelp each sec-
tor of society protect themselves.
“We still have to do a lotmore to edu-

cate the public [and] help small busi-
nesses to protect themselves. And even
in big business environments [over the]
theft of personal information. That’s
the big challenge for big industry —
how do they ensure their data systems
are secure so they’re not being subject-
ed to cyber attack, [so that] people ar-
en’t stealing information which later
becomes the catalyst for the fraud it-
self.”
Mr Leppard said that online fraud

figures should be included in the
annual crime survey so that the extent
of the problem could be uncovered,
6 In a speech to be given today at a
crime symposium in Cambridge, the
government’s chief law officer will
warn of the threat of cyber crime. Jer-
emyWright, QC, the attorney-general,
says the “staggering growth” in infor-
mation in cyber space has led to crimi-
nal gangs targeting people’s details to
defraudbank accounts and clone credit
cards. He says: “The losses are smaller
in relative terms, but are still devastat-
ing to individual victims concerned.”

Fiona Hamilton Crime Correspondent

London is ‘money-laundering capital’

London has become the money laun-
dering capital of the world with City
firms helping corrupt officials and
criminals from across the globe hide
trillions of dollars of their ill-gotten
gains, according to one of Russia’s most
prominent businessmen.
Alexander Lebedev, the Russian-

born owner ofThe Independent and the
Evening Standard, claimed that
London-based banks had helped hide
more than$6trillion in corruptionpay-
ments and criminal proceeds since the
turnof themillenniumandwarned that
the City was now the “epicentre” of a
global “financial services oligarchy”.
As a former KGB officer and outspo-

ken critic of Vladimir Putin, Mr Lebe-
dev’s accusations represent a blow to
London’s attempts at rehabilitating its
reputationafter a seriesof finesgiven to

British banks over their involvement in
everything from sanctions busting to
money laundering.
MrLebedev saidhebelieved asmuch

as $1 trillion had been stolen from
Russia since 2000 and nearly $4billion
from China, much of it ending up pass-
ing through London-based firms that,
for a fee, would help corrupt officials
and businessmen hide the money from
the authorities.
“Many of the perpetrators have been

able to move abroad and draw on the
expertise of what I term the ‘financial
services oligarchy’, of international
banks, law firms and accountants, to
ensure they can continue to live off the
proceeds of their crimes,” he said.
“Sadly London is at the very epicen-

tre of this web. Much of the illegal
profits flow through the City.”
The accusations against the City

come at a time ofmounting criticism of

the way banks failed to prevent and in
some cases actively helped criminals
use their networks to launder money.
Standard Chartered was last month

fined $300million (£180million) by of-
ficials inNewYork after problemswere
foundwith its surveillance systems that
meant illegal payments could potent-
ially be processed by the bank. Britain’s
largest bank, HSBC, was fined nearly
$2billion in 2012 after US prosecutors
uncovered evidence it had moved
money for drug cartels and terrorists.
Mr Lebedev last night called for the

creationof anew$70million “sleuthing
agency” to fight international corrup-
tion and to take on City firms that he
said were too powerful to be dealt with
by any one country.
“Wehave to punch through this iner-

tia, to take the fight to the criminals and
their well-paid, well-connected, silky
smooth helpers,” he said.

Sex-calls victim was told
to be her own detective
Frances Gibb

Harry Wilson City Editor

A judge has demanded that a chief
constable explain why a victim of
sexually abusive calls was told by police
to investigate the crime herself.
The petrified soldier’s wife, from

Hull, finally plucked up courage to call
the police after being bombarded with
calls over 18 months. She said that she
was told to trace the caller herself and
then to find out his network provider.
Jeremy Richardson, QC, the judge,

has demanded answers about why the
vulnerable victimwas forced to “be her
own detective” by the police.
The woman, who has not been

named, toldHull crowncourt about the
18 months of sexually violent phone
calls she received while her husband

served in Afghanistan. She then “took
the bull by the horns” and discovered
that the withheld number belonged to
an old schoolfriend. She recognised her
tormentor’s voice on calling him.
The caller turned out to be Benjamin

Lister, a father of six who had disguised
his voice. The police later intervened
and arrested the suspect, who has been
told to expect a jail term.
The judge has now asked the chief

constable of Humberside police to
explain why the victim was forced to
solve her own case. He said: “I want the
chief constable to write to me with an
explanation.”
Lister, 27, from Market Weighton,

east Yorkshire, admitted making the
calls but said they were “part of a
practical joke”.
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C
hampioned by
Boris Johnson
on a regular
basis and still
surprisingly

popular in schools, Latin
is the dead language
that refuses to die
(Valentine Low writes).
The world’s botanists

might not agree,
however. More than 250
years after Carl
Linnaeus gave the world
the binomial naming
system, plant experts
have thrown away their
Latin primers after
being allowed for the
first time to describe
new plant species in
English instead of the
ancient language.
Until recently any

botanist hoping to make
their name by

discovering, for
instance, an obscure
species of Patagonian
grass, would have to
register an official
description of it in Latin.
For the gentleman

scientists of the
eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries,
who probably spoke not
just fluent Latin but
Greek as well, this might
not have been a
problem.
For the contemporary

botanist, however, it was
rather more challenging.
“My Latin at school
finished in the fourth
year,” said David
Simpson, head of
science at the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew.
“Fortunately there was

an incredibly good book

called Botanical Latin by
William Stearn. He was
very good at giving the
basics for writing a Latin
description of a plant. I
might have got it wrong
sometimes, but at Kew
we do have Latin experts
who would set you
right.”
After a vote at the

International Botanical
Congress in 2011,
English descriptions of
species are now allowed

as well as
Latin, when
publishing
formal
descriptions of plants,
fungi and algae. The
change will not yet apply
to animals.
Nicholas Turland of

Berlin’s Botanical
Museum said: “Latin has
become increasingly
difficult to use and is
often regarded as an
irrelevant anachronism

by modern
scientists. The
meeting clearly wanted
an alternative.”
Professor Simpson,

who edits the journal
Kew Bulletin, said: “As
far as I’m concerned it is
a good thing. It makes
our data more
accessible. There are
however some botanists,
the more traditional
people, who feel that it is
a retrograde step, but

they are very much in
the minority.”
Mark Spencer, the

senior curator of the
British and Irish
herbarium at the
Natural History
Museum, said: “The
underlying
principle was that

English is essentially
the lingua franca of
science, unlike Latin,
and is therefore the
most accessible
language for
communicating
scientific information.”
However, Dr Spencer

said he would probably
continue to write
descriptions in Latin. “I
quite like the mental
rigours it puts you
through. You have to
think very carefully

about the salient
features of the organism
you are describing.”
He also suggested that

the system may not
remain unchanged. In
future it could be
amended to allow
descriptions in other
languages such as
Mandarin, he said.
“Science should never
be closed or dogmatic.”
The binomial system

of nomenclature
popularised by Carl
Linnaeus — by which a
dandelion, for instance,
is Taraxacum officinale
— is, however, unlikely
to change.
Professor Simpson

said: “The binomial
name is a system that
has worked well for
many years.”

Plants lose Latin
as lingua franca

pl

English

Farmers protest over hedge cut ban
Farmers will be forced to cut hedges
much more aggressively under Euro-
pean environmental rules, which will
have a negative impact on wildlife,
according to the National Farmers’
Union.
The landscapewill be altered as rows

of flourishing shrubs, trees and flowers
are hacked back to a uniform height in
a few short weeks of savage cutting.
From next year, the period when

hedge-cutting is banned to protect
nesting farmlandbirdswill be extended
to include August.
Farmers are already forbidden to cut

hedges from March 1 to July 31. The
NFUsaid extending the ban would re-
sult in themadopting a simple “one size
fits all” approach in order to cram the
flailing into a few days in September,
when they are busy finishing the har-
vest and sowing crops for the next year.
Farmers typically fit in some hedge

cutting on wet days in August when

they cannot harvest. Any who cut in
August next year will be penalised by
having several thousand pounds de-
ducted from their annual subsidy pay-
ments, with much higher penalties for
repeat offenders.
Guy Gagen, the NFU’s chief arable

adviser, said the tighter rules would
make farmers less willing to let hedges
grow in a variety of shapes and heights.
Theywould cut deeply rather than trim
because in subsequentyears theymight
not have enough time to complete the
task or itmight be toowet in September
to manage their hedges.
“You would have to cut them harder

because you would have less opportu-
nity to do it when youwant to do it. You
will end up having all the hedges cut at
once. It could have the opposite effect
to the one intended, with a worse out-
come for somewildlife species,” saidMr
Gagen.
The RSPB successfully lobbied for

the longer ban after producing evi-
dence that threatened birds, including

yellowhammers and turtle doves, were
still nesting in August. Other birds that
may still be rearing chicks in hedges in
August include grey partridges, wood
pigeons, song thrushes, goldfinches,
linnets and cirl buntings.
However, the NFU said cutting

hedges in September, when butterflies
and moths were laying eggs in them,
would result in fewer larvae for birds to
eat the next spring. Cutting all the
hedges in the samemonth wouldmake
them flower at the same time rather
than over an extended period,meaning
that bees and other pollinators would
face shortages of pollen and nectar.
RichardWinspear, an RSPB agricul-

tural adviser, said: “We don’t see a need
for more aggressive September hedge-
cutting.
“Ideally farmers should be cutting

hedgerows on a three-year rotation in
late winter. This should save them
money and effort while encouraging
the production of hedgerow berries, so
needed by farmland wildlife.”

Breeding success
for exotic bird

Ben Webster Environment Editor
Exotic bee-eaters have had their best
breeding attempt in the UK, with eight
chicks fledging from two nests, conser-
vationists said.Twopairs of thebrightly
coloured birds normally found in the
Mediterranean have nested on the Isle
of Wight this year.
Three chicks fledged from one nest

on National Trust land on the Wyd-
combe estate, and another five from a
second nest. There were thought to be
nine chicks, but one did not survive.
An adult bee-eater was spotted at

Wydcombe in mid-July by Dave Dana,
a dragonfly survey volunteer. A nest
was located and a 24-hour operation to
protect the site fromegg thieveswasbe-
gun by the National Trust, RSPB and
Isle of Wight naturalists.
It is the most successful breeding at-

tempt by the birds in the UK. The last
success, in Co Durham in 2002, pro-
duced two chicks, the first for 50 years.
The birds are expected to leave for
southern Africa within the week.
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Richard III letter
causes discontent
A fundraising appeal letter soliciting
£2,500-per-head donations in ex-
change for attendance at a private ser-
vice marking the entry of the coffined
remains of Richard III into Leicester
Cathedral before his reinterment there
has caused controversy.
The king’s remainswere dug up from

acar-park site in thecity in2012andare
the subject of renewed battle between
Leicester and York, which believes that
Richard should be buried in Yorkshire.
The remains are due to be buried in

Leicester Cathedral in March after the
failure of a High Court challenge from
Richard’s distant relatives, who had
called for the Yorkshire-raised king to
be buried in the “white rose” county.
The latest row broke out over the let-

ter from the cathedral’s King Richard
III Appeal, which wants to fund an am-
bulatory around the tomb. Mary
McKenzie, of Sunderland, a recipient of
the letter, denounced it as a cynical at-
tempt to “sell seats” by the cathedral.
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Osborne wants Gove ‘at heart of election team’
George Osborne opposed the demo-
tion ofMichael Gove and wants him to
takeacentral role in theTories’ election
campaign, according to his biographer.
David Cameron overruled the

chancellor’s “preferences” when he
reshuffled his ministers in the summer,
Janan Ganesh wrote in an new edition
of George Osborne: The Austerity
Chancellor.
Mr Osborne has also handed over

some of his duties as Mr Cameron’s
de facto political secretary to Lynton
Crosby, his biographer quoted a No 10
source as saying.
Those Tories who suspect that the

chancellor andMrGove have formed a
powerful axis to promote his leadership
ambitions will noteGanesh’s claim that
Mr Osborne wants him at the heart of
the Tories’ election campaign.
A benefit of the former education

secretary’s enforcedmove to chiefwhip
is that the chancellor has “another
whirring political mind to trade ideas
with” at the heart of government,
Ganesh said. “They andCameronhope
to form something of a hive mind in
advance of the election campaign, so as
to avoid thedissonance thatmarred the
last one,” he wrote.
The increasing likelihood of another

hungparliament after the electionnext
yearmeans that the chancellor believes

that Mr Gove’s “ultimate political
achievement” could be persuading
Tory MPs to keep Mr Cameron in
No10, either at the head of another
coalition or as a minority government.
Mr Osborne’s ambitions to replace

MrCameronasprimeminsteraremore
nuanced than the Westminster carica-
ture that has him in a “triangular war
with Theresa May and Boris Johnson,
his likely rivals, and using Michael
Gove as a licensed agent, and using
ministerial reshuffles to populate gov-
ernmentwithhis placemen”. In fact, the
chancellor wants only to “keep his
options open and see what happens”.
Throughout Mr Cameron’s leader-

ship he and Mr Osborne have always

taken extreme care to avoid public
argument, and the chancellor remains
determined not to repeat the mistakes
of Gordon Brown, Ganesh said.
Unlike Mr Brown, the current chan-

cellor realises howgreat a leap it is from
No 11 to No 10, according to the new
edition of the biography. “The range of
burdens is daunting, and he wonders
whether he could bear them as Camer-
on does.”
Nevertheless, the book hints that the

pair operate less closely than they once
did, although the author, a Financial
Times journalist, suggested a “subtle in-
crease” in the chancellor’s “deference”
to Mr Cameron. He quoted a No 10
insider as saying: “To takeone example,

he callshimDavid tohis facebut always
Cameron when he is talking to other
people, even his own staff. ‘That was
Cameron on the phone.’ It always used
to be David.”
The appointment of Mr Crosby as

the Tories’ election supremo was over-
seen by Mr Osborne, claimed Ganesh,
and the arrival of the Australian has
coincidedwith a reduction of the chan-
cellor’s work in No 10.
“One long-time fixture of the No 10

operation says Crosby has assumed
some of the ‘chief of staff work’ that
Osborneused toperform,” according to
the book. “ ‘George does less politics
these days,’ he says. ‘Nobody calls him
the part-time chancellor any more.’ ”

Francis Elliott Political Editor

G
eorge Osborne’s personal
recovery makes his
future less, not more,
certain. A floundering
chancellor has few

options and is lucky to keep what he
has. But what does a flourishing
chancellor do? Among most
journalists and many politicians,
there is a settled view: Osborne
hungers for the premiership, or at
least the Tory leadership, and
commits all his dark ingenuity to
achieving these goals.
This has become Westminster’s

idée fixe and it is fleshed out with
new details by the month: Osborne
is fighting a triangular war with
Theresa May and Boris Johnson, his
likely rivals; the chancellor is using
Michael Gove as a licensed agent
and using ministerial reshuffles to
populate government with his
placemen.
The first edition of this book

concluded that Osborne’s ambition
to become prime minister is much
more hedged and nuanced and
downright diffident than the hype
allows for. That remains the verdict
of this updated version. Osborne’s
present role and even his No 11
address give him near perfect
exposure to the office of prime
minister. After observing it for four
years, he is intensely aware, in a way
he believes Gordon Brown never
was, of how great a step up from the
chancellorship it really is. The range
of burdens is daunting, and he
wonders whether he could bear
them as Cameron does.
This might be why, as one No 10

insider claims, his deference to the
prime minister has subtly increased.
“To take one example, he calls him
David to his face but always
Cameron when he is talking to other
people, even his own staff. ‘That was
Cameron on the phone’. It always
used to be David.”
Ultimately, the exact dimensions

of Osborne’s ambition cannot be
established without a glimpse into
his soul. Easier to dismiss is the
notion that he is building a loyal
party within a party in advance of a
future leadership election, with
reshuffles as his principal means of
recruitment. The popularity of this
theory testifies to the residual
influence of the Blair-Brown years
on the way journalists see politics.
But Osborne is not Brown. He is not
dissatisfied with being chancellor.
His political influence over the
government comes with the prime

minister’s active assent. He helps to
reshuffle personnel because he finds
such things stimulating and
Cameron finds them a tedious ritual.
Sometimes Osborne’s suggestions
are accepted, sometimes they are
not. Mark Hoban, a minister he
admired, lost his job in 2013 and
Gove was deprived of the education
portfolio a year later against
Osborne’s preferences. He is
Cameron’s executive officer, not his
equal.
And while there were many

Brownites, there is no such thing as
an “Osbornite”, despite the bizarre
ubiquity of the term. Almost every
MP described as such is, as one of
them points out, a party loyalist who
happens to have passed through
Osborne’s office in opposition or in
government. They are no more loyal
to him than to Cameron. They do
not confer or socialise as a set.
There is no ideology that connects
them. Some would support him in a
leadership election, others would
not.
He has always been a more coldly

meritocratic employer than
Cameron, who tends to favour the
familiar. Sometimes, as in the case
of the prematurely promoted Chloe
Smith, Osborne’s scouting eye fails

him. And the one “Osbornite” in
whom he invests almost infinite
confidence, Sajid Javid, would have
prospered under any conceivable
Conservative dispensation.
Osborne’s grip on the

parliamentary party is nothing like
as vice-like as imagined. When
Andy Coulson was convicted and
jailed for his role in phone hacking
in July, it was not hard to find MPs,
even ministers, who dredged up
Osborne’s decision to hire him back
in 2007. The chancellor has also put
little work into winning over the
Tory grass roots, who ultimately
choose the leader and currently
favour May and Johnson. None of
this is to pretend that
Osborne has no intent
to become prime
minister, only that his
intent informs
exceedingly little
of what he does
now. Reading a
narrative of self-
serving guile into
decisions that are
actually
disconnected has
come to pass for
analytic
sophistication in
politics. Television
dramas such as
House of Cards and
Borgen, in which
every other

character is a budding Machiavelli,
do not help. If Osborne were to die
tomorrow, many in Westminster
would wonder what he meant by
that.
This credits Osborne with too

much cunning, and politics with too
much logic. Osborne knows that the
identity of the next Tory leader will
hinge on the vagaries of timing and
circumstance as much as anything
in his control. His “strategy” is to
keep his options open and see what
happens.
One reason Osborne spends so

little time thinking about the
leadership election is that he spends
so much time thinking about the

general election. Gove’s
move to the very centre
of government has given
him another whirring

political mind to
trade ideas with. As
education
secretary, Gove
used to visit
Downing Street
only for prime
minister’s
questions
rehearsals once a
week. He is now
there with Osborne
in most 8.30am and
4pm meetings. They
and Cameron hope
to form something of
a hive mind in

advance of the election campaign, so
as to avoid the dissonance that
marred the last one. And if Cameron
needs to persuade his party to go
into another coalition, or finds
himself having to govern without a
majority, the office of chief whip will
be crucial.
This biography concludes with a

tentative prediction. Chancellor of
the exchequer will probably turn out
to be the first, last and only
ministerial office Osborne will hold.
If the Conservatives are evicted
from power in May, the party would
have to succumb to a mood of
uncharacteristic magnanimity to
reward him with the leadership.
Assuming it does not, then hanging
around as a shadow cabinet member
would be a dreary life for this
Bilderberg regular, who will not
want for other opportunities in
business, academia or global
technocracy.

I
f the Tories remain in
government, there is
speculation about a transfer to
the Foreign Office. The chance
to front Britain’s mission to

loosen its membership of the EU
would supposedly arouse Osborne’s
sense of history. This overstates the
centrality of the Foreign Office to
that project, which is too critical to
be run out of anywhere but No 10.
Cameron will be his own foreign
secretary, with Osborne sharing the
burden as chancellor.
It also understates Osborne’s love

for the job he is doing. The Treasury
gives him more power than every
other department put together, a
cold reality of which he is extremely
conscious. Its proximity to the very
centre also allows him to chair
Downing Street’s twice-daily
meetings in Cameron’s absence. As
foreign secretary, he would be out of
sight and out of touch. Osborne
knew William Hague wished to quit
that job a year before he actually
did. Had he wanted to replace him,
he could have asked Hague to see
out the parliament and then taken
over at the start of a new term.
Instead, Philip Hammond was
appointed.
Then there is the matter of the

economy. It is a rare and self-
denying chancellor who toils
through years of blackness only to
hand over to someone else for the
radiant spell. When Osborne was
booed in his own city at London
2012, he had to fight to preserve
some faith. He has no wish to walk
away from a recovery that he hopes
history will remember as his own.

Ambition and
influence:
extract from
the biography

© Janan Ganesh 2014. Edited extract
from George Osborne: The Austerity
Chancellor, to be published by
Biteback Publishing on September 4
at £10.99 and available at £9.49 from
The Times Bookshop on 0845 2712134;
timesbooks.co.uk

George Osborne
regards Michael
Gove as an ally
but is no Gordon

Brown when it
comes to plots
to succeed the
prime minister

JIM CLARKE
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How Hopper
had to clean
up Hockney’s
messy art

There is probably only one man who
could allow his dog to sully the floor of
Dennis Hopper’s stunning Californian
house, designed by Frank Gehry, and
get away with it — and that man was
the artist David Hockney.
How Little Boodgie, Hockney’s

dachshund, came to commit the faux
pas in the actor and filmmaker’s home
is recounted inHockney: TheBiography,
Volume 2, A Pilgrim’s Progress.
Christopher Simon Sykes, its author,

quotes Jonathon Brown, Hockney’s
friend, recalling Hopper’s “ chain-gang
murderer” look asHockneywaggedhis
finger at the dog and said: “Oah, it’ll be
dry in the morning, Luv, and you can
just pick it up.”
Sykes was given access to Hockney,

his works, notebooks and diaries, and
the artist’s friends and family, for what
the publisher describes as “the one-
and-only, definitive record” of his life.
Hockney’s many famous friends are

mentioned, as well as his relationship
with his mother and father, whom he
immortalised in the 1977 work My
Parents.
The late Henry Geldzahler, a friend,

once said to hismother: “Goodnessme,
youmust be very proud of your son,” to
whichshe replied, “Ohyes.Tobemayor
of Bradford!” Paul, Hockney’s eldest
brother, was appointed to that position
in 1977.
Working with Hockney was not

always easy. He and Jonathan Miller
did not always see eye to eyewhen they
put on a production of Tristan und
Isolde, and Hockney once sacked
Rudolf Nureyev from a ballet project.
Nureyev was utterly shocked, witness-
es recalled, sitting in silence for several
minutes before getting up to leave.
The book spans 1975 to 2012 and is

dedicated to Dominic Elliott,
Hockney’s assistant, who died last year
after drinking drain cleaner while
intoxicated on drugs and alcohol, but
includes no details about the death.
Hockney: The Biography, Volume 2 is
published by Century on September 11,
price £25.

Valentine Low

Race to save Wedgwood collection

The most important collection of
porcelain inBritainwill be saved for the
nation if a £15 million rescue plan is
successful.
TheWedgwood Collection, themost

beautiful legacy of the industrial revo-
lution, has beenat risk since2009when
Waterford Wedgwood, the porcelain
company, went into receivership.
Thecollectionwasheldby theWedg-

wood Museum, which was independ-
ent from the company, but a quirk in
pension law meant that the museum
became responsible for the defunct
company’s £134 million pension debt.

Themuseumwas forced into admin-
istration and its collection of 8,000
items, including Josiah Wedgwood’s
first 18th-century designs and family
portraits by George Stubbs, were
claimedasanasset tobe soldat auction.
The collectionwas valued atmore than
£16 million by Christie’s for a sale that
would have led to the items being dis-
persed all over the world, but auction
plans have been suspended after an in-
tervention by the Art Fund, a charity
dedicated to saving Britain’s heritage.
The charity, which had tried to stop

the collection being seized by adminis-
trators, negotiated a £15.75m price to
buy it for the nation—themid-point of
Christie’s estimates. The charity has
already raised £13.1 million frombodies
including the Heritage Lottery Fund,
which pledged £10.8 million.
The Art Fund has offered £1 million

of its own money and obtained £1 mil-

lion from a private trust, plus £150,000
from a pair of private foundations. The
charity is asking the public to raise the
remaining £2.65 million, with a private
charitable trust offering to match the
first £500,000 of public donations.
If the campaign is successful before

the deadline at the end of November,
the Art Fund will donate the entire
collection to the Victoria & Albert
museum. The V&A has agreed to loan
the collection indefinitely to theWedg-
wood Museum in Barlaston, Stafford-
shire, where the objects have remained
since the dispute began.
Stephen Deuchar, head

of theArt Fund, said that on-
ly collections of Sèvres and
Meissen porcelain came
close to the importance of
the Wedgwood objects.
“Not just in terms of British
porcelain, but also in British

manufacturing history its importance is
unrivalled,” he said. “You’ve got Josiah
Wedgwood’s first thoughts of what he’s
trying to set up right through to objects
manufactured [in the 21st century].”
He said the campaign was the last

chance to keep the collection together.
“It’s not just the possibility of an auction,
it actually will go to auction if we don’t
save it byNovember 30. Iwould imagine
that it would be bought by different col-
lectors fromdifferentpartsof theworld.”
Dame Rosalind Savill, former direct-

or of theWallace Collection and an ex-
pert on ceramics, said
the collection was of

“supreme national im-
portance” and “the kind of
thingweshouldall bechaining
ourselves to fences for.”

Readers can donate at art-
fund.org or give £10 by texting
WEDGWOOD to 70800.
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The collection includes,
clockwise from top left,
a portrait of the
Wedgwood family by

George Stubbs; a
jasperware plaque
featuring Bacchus, the
god of wine; a basalt

figurine of Taurus the
bull and rare teapots.
Below, a rabbit
figurine

£15m will keep beautiful
legacy of industrial
revolution for nation,
Jack Malvern writes
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England’s biggest academy chain is
considering giving up control of some
schools after criticism that its rapid
expansion left it too big and diverse.
The Academies Enterprise Trust

(AET), which sponsors 77 schools, held
talks with the Department for Educa-
tion before Ofsted accused the trust of
failing to support its schools.
“We have been looking over the past

year, way before this report, as to
whether someof our academiesmay be
better with a more local sponsor,” said
Ian Comfort, AET’s chief executive.
“Whenwe grew, we grew organically

and you end up with some academies
that are not as close to clusters as per-
haps they ought to be.” Ofsted down-

graded AET’s flagship school, the
Greensward Academy in Hockley, Es-
sex, fromoutstanding to good, said that
one of the 12 schools it inspected was
failing and that five more needed im-
provement.
Five other AET schools, as well as

Greensward, were rated good by in-
spectors. Ofsted also conducted a tele-
phone survey of heads of AET schools,
some of whom, especially those run-
ning primary schools, were critical.
David Hoare, Ofsted’s new chair-

man,becamea trusteeofAETat thebe-
ginning of the year but stood down
when his appointment to the watchdog
was announced.
In an open letter, Matthew Coffey,

Ofsted’s chief operating officer, said the
inspections, which were conducted in

June, showed too much variation in
AET’s support for schools, with someof
them “left to flounder”. Teaching was
not good enough, work did not match
pupils’ abilities, expectations were too
low, marking was not helpful and some
behaviour was unacceptable, he said.
“AET has not provided effective

support to all its academies,” he wrote.
“The rapid expansion of the trust and a
lack of strategic leadership have hin-
dered improvement. Overall, some
academy leaders are sceptical that the
trust will be able to help them improve
to a good or excellent standard.”
David Triggs, AET’s previous chief

executive, left last year amid concerns
over its performance. The group chal-
lenged Ofsted’s data, claiming “errors
of fact” and accusing it of putting “an
unfairly negative slant” on its record.
“Many of the academies inspected by
Ofstedhave ahistory of underperform-
ance and have been with AET only for
a short time,” it said. “Turning a school
around takes time, but we are acting to
ensure a rapid and sustained improve-
ment in these academies.”

The E-Act group of academies an-
nounced in February that it was giving
up sponsorship of ten of schools after
Ofsted criticised its performance.
Ofsted has also criticised the Kemnal
Academies Trust, and School Partner-
shipTrustAcademies,which is based in
Yorkshire.
Such inspections have been a source

of friction betweenOfsted and theDfE.
Sir Michael Wilshaw, the chief inspec-
tor, ordered them after he was refused
powers to inspect the head-office func-
tions of multi-academy sponsors.
Sir Michael said: “While some aca-

demy chains are performing well, I am
concerned that a significant number
are not doing as well as they should, in
order todeliver the improvements their
pupils deserve.”

Academy chain may lose control of schools
Greg Hurst Education Editor

Colleges offer 14-year-olds vocational option
A new specialist school to prepare
teenagers for work in the catering
industry from 14 has been given last-
minute approval to open this month as
a “career college”.
Bromley College in Kent is a career-

focused school for childrenaged 14 to 18
and it will be the third of its kind to
open. Two others, Hugh Baird College
in Liverpool, specialising in hospitality,
and Oldham College, offering digital
arts, have been approved and are also
scheduled to open this month.
The trio will pioneer an experiment

in vocational education championed
by Lord Baker of Dorking, the former
education secretary, and will offer
alternatives to secondary school for
children aged 14 upwards.
Working in partnership with indus-

try and higher education, Lord Baker
has already founded University Tech-

nical Colleges (UTCs) which specialise
in science, engineering, technologyand
construction and a further 13UTCswill
open this month.
A further 12 studio schools are also to

begin teaching. These are small schools
of up to 300 teenagers aged 14 to 18,
with a working day from 9-5pm and a
focus on enterprise and preparing
young people for the workplace.
After a legal change, further

education colleges can now seek the
government’s permission to recruit
students from the age of 14, instead of
16, theprevious school-leavingage.The
Department for Education said last
week that 14 colleges had been given
the go-ahead, nine of them in the north
of England.
However, there is some controversy

surrounding the growth of schools and
colleges that admit students at 14. Some
educationalists argue that children
should have a general education in the

same setting until the age of 16 to give
them a broad education and to mini-
mise the risks of problems should they
change their career aspirations later.
However, the new 14-plus providers

must offer teenagers core subjects in-
cluding mathematics, English and
science, plus a legal entitlement to reli-
gious education, PE and sex education
as well as specialist vocational courses.
The Career Colleges Trust, the

newest sponsor of 14-18 schools, has
taken a conscious decision to grow
slowly and originally delayed approval
of the hospitality, food and enterprise
college at Bromley owing to concerns
about its original application.However,
yesterday its board approved a revised
submission and five others are
scheduled to open in a year’s time.
The trust’s caution is tempered, in

part, by a more cautious approach for
Lord Baker’s plan for UTCs after
several UTCs struggled to recruit —

students and one, in Hackney, east
London, closed in July because of
—“unviable” student numbers.
Luke Johnson, the chairman, said:

“Our trustees insist that only the very
best proposals are accepted—ensuring
the highest possible quality at each and
every career college. Any project we
support must demonstrate extremely
strong employer support and an — —
excellent academic track record, which
are both vital for success.”
Employers advising or supporting

Bromley College include the Hyatt,
Hilton and Dorchester hotel groups
and restaurateurs including Silvano
Giraldin, a director of Le Gavroche.
Lord Baker conceived the idea for

career colleges after visiting the Food
and Finance High School, the only
culinary high school in New York,
whichoffers 430 teenagers aged 14 to 19
an academic education and specialist
classes in catering.

Pledge on free
meals widened

Greg Hurst

The Liberal Democrat manifesto will
include a commitment to extend free
school meals to all children in primary
education (Greg Hurst writes).
The pledge, taking the cost of free

lunches in primary schools to £1.2 bil-
lion a year, would be among Lib Dem
demands in any coalition talks after the
next election. Nick Clegg has already
been accused of bouncing the Depart-
ment for Education into the present
policy of offering free school meals to
children up to age seven.
The LibDems believe the pledge will

prove popular with parents and say it
will be fulfilled in the next parliament.
A school food plan, commissioned by

the coalition and directed by the res-
taurateurs Henry Dimbleby and John
Vincent, recommended free school
meals for all primary school children.
Toby Young, Times2, pages 42, 43

Perfect setting Mark Upfield spent three days waiting for the ideal sunset before photographing this sunflower field in Wickham, Hampshire. Fine weather is forecast for much of this week. Weather, page 17
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We need proper security, not political games
The prime minister’s bungled announcement of anti-terror measures looks like an attempt merely to grab headlines

D
avid Cameron has insisted
he will not give a
“kneejerk reaction” to the
Islamist threat but it is
looking increasingly as if

the prime minister is playing politics
with terror. Although he has
deliberately not repeated Tony Blair’s
declaration that the “rules of the
game have changed” since the
beheading of the American journalist
James Foley, apparently by a British
jihadist, he is doing all he can to
sound tough without having the
detail in place to back up the
rhetoric. It’s security policy by spin at
a time when the country needs
protection by substance.
The government’s approach to a

potentially mortal danger is at risk of
descending into a shambles. On
Friday Mr Cameron announced that
he would bring forward a number of
new anti-terrorism measures after
intelligence experts raised the official
threat level from “substantial” to
“severe”. Journalists were briefed over
the weekend that the law would be
changed to make it easier to remove
the passports of British citizens
travelling to areas controlled by
Islamic State extremists. There were
proposals to enhance the intelligence
services’ access to airline passenger
lists. The most eye-catching
suggestion was that British jihadists
fighting in Iraq and Syria would be
banned from re-entering Britain. The
details of the package had, however,

neither been thought through nor
agreed with the Lib Dems.
Within hours, the proposal to stop

British nationals returning to this
country was unravelling, with senior
politicians from all parties warning
that it would be illegal and
unworkable. Downing Street was
unable to provide details of where
these UK citizens would end up,
raising the prospect of a zombie
army of stateless extremists who
would be impossible to trace, or a
shadow troop of jihadists shuttling
between airport departure lounges in
different countries. Lord Macdonald
of River Glaven, the former director
of public prosecutions, who is now a
Lib Dem peer, says that Downing
Street is living in “la-la land” if it
thinks such a policy could be
implemented because it would
depend on countries such as Turkey
and Germany accepting UK
extremists. “It’s security policy by
announcement, an incredibly
shallow response to a deadly serious
problem,” he told me. “The real issue

is that we have got to try and put
these people behind bars.”
Dominic Grieve, the Conservative

former attorney-general, echoed his
concerns in the Commons, warning
that excluding British citizens from
returning to their country would
“offend the basic principles” of
international and domestic law.
By yesterday, when Mr Cameron

gave his statement to MPs, he said
only that he would consider the
options in cross-party talks,
emphasising the importance of
closing “gaps” in this country’s

defences. Allies of Nick Clegg said
that the deputy prime minister
would “need to be persuaded” that
any change was “necessary and
workable”. There is a growing sense
of chaos, combining cock-up with a
whiff of conspiracy about the
government’s approach.
It’s hard to avoid the suspicion that

No 10 had ramped up the rhetoric on
Friday to try to bury bad news after
the defection of Douglas Carswell to
Ukip, without thinking through the
consequences. The Tories also
believe they can benefit electorally
from talking tough on terrorism.
A former Conservative minister

condemns the No 10 approach as
“childish”. “They’ve got it completely
wrong,” he says. “They wanted to get
bish-bash, ‘get tough’ headlines to
look like the prime minister is in
control but I’m less concerned by the
lack of action than the lack of
thought. The world is in turmoil,
stretching from Ukraine to Baghdad,
but there is no big analysis that
matches the scale of the problem.”
Another senior Tory criticises the

Downing Street operation run by Mr
Cameron. “They don’t think: ‘Let’s
get a serious set of policies that may
solve the problem. They think: ‘Let’s
brief something that will get rid of
this problem for the next 72 hours.’
Politics for the Cameroons is just
tactical media management. There is
nothing else.”
There is a genuine threat to this

country from what Mr Cameron
describes as a “poisonous ideology of
Islamist extremism”. It is truly
shocking to hear a British accent
alongside images of a beheading.
Equally horrifying are the comments
by a former Morrisons security
guard from High Wycombe: “I hate
the UK. The only reason I would
return is when I want to come and
plant a bomb somewhere” or the

tweet by a white British woman
stating: “You Christians all need
beheading with a nice blunt knife”.
But, to paraphrase Michael Gove, by
proposing draconian but unworkable
new powers, No 10 risks shooting a
paper crocodile while flooding
instead of draining the swamp.
The truth is that there are already

plenty of laws allowing the
government to deal with British
extremists who carry out acts of
terror abroad. As Lord Macdonald
points out, it has been illegal since
1861 for someone to commit murder
in another country. New powers to
allow the prosecution of British
nationals who prepare terrorist acts,
or participate in training camps, are
included in the Serious Crime Bill.
The home secretary already has the
right to withdraw an individual’s

passport if she suspects they are
planning to take part in terrorist
activity. Some tweaks may be
needed, but the intelligence services
should be concentrating on using
existing powers to find and jail those
who commit atrocities, rather than
seeking to extend their reach. The
danger is that Muslim communities
will feel victimised and those who
are now only flirting with extremism
will be pushed over the edge.
In 2011, when a massacre by

Anders Behring Breivik left dozens
dead, the Norwegian prime minister
Jens Stoltenberg said that his
country would “stand firm in

defending our values”, insisting the
correct response to terror was “more
democracy, more openness and
greater political participation” rather
than tough new laws. It’s hard to
imagine any politician in this
country saying something similar
just months before an election.
But if this is a culture war, it will

not be won by taking away basic
human rights of British citizens, nor
by exaggerating plans that lack
credibility.
Mr Cameron may think he stands

to gain electorally from the politics
of fear, but this is no time for
Westminster games.

It is shocking to hear jihadists boast
about killing in a British accent
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Today A mix of bright intervals and isolated scattered showers, heaviest in southeastern Europe. Max 39C (102F), min 1C (34F)
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Alicante 34 Sunny
Amsterdam 18 Sunny
Athens 29 Shower
Barcelona 25 Sunny
Belgrade 25 Cloudy
Berlin 19 Rain
Brussels 21 Sunny
Bucharest 29 Cloudy
Budapest 20 Cloudy
Corfu 24 Rain
Faro 24 Sunny
Florence 27 Sunny
Frankfurt 21 Sunny
Geneva 20 Sunny
Gibraltar 29 Sunny

Helsinki 16 Sunny
Innsbruck 15 Sunny
Istanbul 26 Sunny
Lanzarote 22 Fair
Las Palmas 23 Fair
Lisbon 22 Sunny
Madeira 23 Cloudy
Madrid 33 Sunny
Majorca 26 Sunny
Malaga 35 Shower
Malta 26 Shower
Milan 23 Sunny
Moscow 18 Rain
Munich 17 Shower
Naples 25 Sunny

Nice 25 Sunny
Nicosia 28 Sunny
Oslo 19 Sunny
Paris 22 Shower
Prague 15 Rain
Reykjavik 12 Shower
Rhodes 26 Sunny
Rome 26 Sunny
Salzburg 16 Shower
St Petersburg 16 Sunny
Stockholm 19 Sunny
Tenerife 21 Sunny
Venice 23 Sunny
Vienna 13 Rain
Warsaw 22 Cloudy

Today’s temperatures forecast for noon

Forecast for noon today. Wind speed in mph.
Temperatures maximum for day, degrees C
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Noon today

LOW

Portugal, Spain, southern France
A generally clear day with long spells of sunshine,
although the risk of isolated showers over Spain.
Maximum 39C (102F), minimum 9C (48F).

Scandinavia, northwestern Russia
Rather cloudy with a few light showers.
Maximum 17C (63F), minimum 5C (41F).

Greece, Turkey, Cyprus, Italy, the Balkans
Patchy cloud with sunny intervals and scattered
showers, some perhaps thundery. The risk of
heavier showers over the southern Balkans and
Greece. Maximum 39C (102F), minimum 9C (48F).

The Low Countries, northern France,
Denmark
Rather cloudy with a few bright intervals, but
staying mainly dry with isolated showers.
Maximum 22C (72F), minimum 14C (57F).

The Baltic States, eastern Poland, Ukraine,
Romania, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Hungary
Mainly dry with patchy cloud and some sunny
intervals, although the chance of the odd shower.
Maximum 31C (88F), minimum 11C (52F).

Germany, Czech Republic, Switzerland,
Austria, western Poland
A cloudy day with widespread showers, becoming
more persistent spells of rain at times.
Maximum 21C (70F), minimum 1C (34F).

British Isles
Some patchy cloud with a few sunny intervals.
Mainly dry, but showers over central England.
Maximum 22C (72F), minimum 7C (45F).

Outlook
Mainly dry but with the thundery showers
continuing over southeastern Europe.
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Socially conservative Christians have turned away from politics to fight different battles

Why the American right has lost its religion

I
t is tempting to think that
nothing ever changes in America.
A nine-year-old girl firing an Uzi
machinegun at a practice range
kills her instructor; the nation

grimaces and yawns and turns away.
A cop kills a black man in the street
and there are weeks of riots and soul
searching; the nation grimaces and
yawns and turns away. The United
States is meant to be a rootless place,
a nation created in a self-conscious
belief that ideas and a sense of the
possible should shape society rather
than history and custom, but often it
looks oddly static, impervious to
change, stuck in historical ruts.
How odd, then, that a huge social

change has taken place in recent
years that no one saw coming and
no one can fully explain. A change
that has an impact on US politics,
but more interestingly for us, on the
nature of the place, and the closeness
of ordinary Americans to a European
way of thinking.
You could call it the strange death

of socially conservative America. Or,
more precisely, the death of the
religious right as a political force.
It is possible to be precise about

the moment that social conservatism
reached its high-water mark. It was
eleven minutes past one on the
morning of March 21, 2005.

President Bush had been woken, as
he had commanded, to sign a bill
that Congress had just passed,
intended to keep a single American
woman alive.
Her name was Terri Schiavo and

she had been in a persistent
vegetative state for many years after a
heart attack. Her husband wanted
her to be allowed to die; her parents
wanted her kept alive. It would have
remained a deeply sad private matter
but the assertive folks on the religious
right saw it as a potential game-
changer: an issue that their man Bush
could make his own, an issue they
could use to change the thinking and
the practices of a nation.
It was a disaster. The bill gave

federal courts the power to hear her
case in the hope that they would side
with the religious right. But instead
they followed the advice of doctors
and decreed that the death should be

allowed. In the end the poor woman’s
feeding tubes were removed. And the
opinion polls suggested that most
Americans believed that the courts
were right. Ethical behaviour was
more complicated than the Bible-
bashers suggested.
Since then the religious right has

been on a downward spiral. They are
scattered now, like medieval
footsoldiers after the loss of a battle.
Some lie wounded and confused,
some have given up, some march on,
perhaps not realising the game is up.

But it is up. Part of the reason was
simple disappointment that the
movement was not as popular as
they had hoped. They helped to
deliver a couple of narrow Bush
presidential victories, but got
precious little in return. A tad more
aid for Africa, a ban on federal
dollars for most stem cell research,
but not on privately funded use of
discarded embryos. They had not
come into politics to compromise
and found the need to accept small
victories dissatisfying and
cheapening. Barack Obama
overturned the embryos legislation
and the nation sided with him. Many
on the religious right gave up.
They were also forced out of the

Republican party by a competing
ginger group on the right — the Tea

Party. These people are God-fearing,
to be sure. But God is telling them
that governing the sex lives and
ethical choices of Americans is less
important than cutting the national
debt. Tea Party people have a
libertarian streak that energises the
modern Republican party and leaves
the social conservatives hammering
in vain on bedroom doors.
It is true that abortion splutters

along as an issue, but it is essentially
local — closing clinics in Texas or the
Dakotas — and there is no nationwide
groundswell to restrict it. Some
aspects of Obamacare were contested
as well, in particular the provision of
contraception in the new insurance
deals, but again only inasmuch as
some institutions in some places
wanted an opt-out. The wider battle
against contraception, once a real
possibility, was never fought.
Does any of this mean that

religious people are marginalised in
modern America? Actually, no. In
fact you could argue that religion as
a motivator is more alive than ever,
and — freed from a political
programme for which modern
Americans felt no affection — more
potent than ever. Religious purpose
sends selfless missionaries to ebola-
stricken west Africa. It persuades
people in North Carolina to hold
Moral Mondays in which they get
themselves arrested to protest about
injustice. It still invigorates much of
American life.
But it knows its limits. Religious

Americans these days tend to lead by
example. They let their actions speak
for them. Politics, they leave to the
politicians. And the nation
appreciates it.

Americans agreed that the courts were
right to allow Terri Schiavo’s death

Freed from a political
programme, religion is
more potent than ever

The witches
of Bideford
deserve to
be pardoned

‘I
make charms and talismans to
dispel negativity and work with
nature spirits to help people
with their healing processes,”
explained the organiser of a

witches’ protest in Exeter last week.
It’s hard, for me at least, to

suppress a snigger. Yet the coven
merits the support of us hidebound
empiricists. They seek an official
pardon for three residents of
Bideford in Devon who in 1682 were
the last women in England to be
hanged for witchcraft.
The women are admittedly far

beyond restitution and the occult
was once a part of everyone’s mental
universe. A performance in Exeter of
Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor
Faustus, written in 1588, had to be
abandoned when the actors realised
that “there was one devell too many
amongst them” and headed in panic
for the doors.
Yet the Bideford women were

hanged when witchcraft had already
become a staple of entertainment
rather than of fear. Witch-like
characters were sympathetic
anti-heroines of European literature.
Hans Jakob Christoph von
Grimmelshausen, the great German
writer of the 17th century, created a
character called Courasche — a sort
of older and sexually experienced
version of Becky Sharp in Vanity
Fair—who is falsely accused of
witchcraft by soldiers who
assault her.
The prosecution of the

Bideford “witches” wasn’t
only an injustice but an
anachronism. Their era,
at the onset of the age of
the enlightenment, is
continuous with ours.
Women who were so
broken that they didn’t
even deny the charges
aren’t merely the detritus
of history.

Colour blind

B lue is now the most
common eye
colour in

Britain. Scientists
speculate that while
eye colour confers no
evolutionary advantage, blue
eyes — like a peacock’s plumage —
may be more attractive to potential
partners. Yet how other people see

colours is a matter of wonderment to
me. I don’t get it.
There is an early novel by Thomas

Hardy called A Pair of Blue Eyes, in
which the young protagonist,

Elfride Swancourt, has this
striking characteristic:
“These eyes were blue;
blue as autumn distance —
blue as the blue we see

between the retreating
mouldings of hills
and woody slopes on
a sunny September
morning. A misty
and shady blue, that
had no beginning or
surface, and was
looked into rather
than at.”
I enjoy the

words — and no
image comes. What
colour is autumn

distance? How is it
different from sky blue?
And the fear strikes that
I am unusually obtuse.
There is a surviving will
and testament of Sir
Thomas Phillips in 1551
that bequeaths “unto
my cousin my orange-
coloured cow”. You
have to assume that he

meant something like a
dull rust colour rather than the
shade of a clownfish, but

perhaps he could just see colours
more distinctly than I can. In The
Times’s new offices are chairs and
sofas in striking hues that I struggle
to name. I uttered the word “cerise”
last week for probably the first time
in my life but I’m just guessing.
If you look at a paint catalogue,

you find scores of shades going
under implausible labels like “apricot
crush” or “mint macaroon”. Do they
exist or is it all a convoluted joke?

A law unto himself

A judge at Cardiff crown court
last week was incensed at a
lawyer’s eccentric standards of

dress. I imagine that judicial dress is
a matter of convention that changes
only incrementally but sometimes
more daringly. William Rehnquist,
America’s chief justice till his death
in 2005, turned up to the Supreme
Court with four rows of gold braid
sewn on to his black robe. In wry
self-mockery, his model was the Lord
Chancellor in Gilbert and Sullivan’s
Iolanthe, who sings: “The law is the
true embodiment/ Of everything
that’s excellent/ It has no kind of
fault or flaw/ And I, my Lords,
embody the law.” I hope one day for
a chief justice who is a fan of
Priscilla, Queen of the Desert and will
revolutionise legal attire accordingly.

Eating meat is
not murdering
the planet
Ross Clark

W
hy does the green
movement get such a
kick out of telling the
world’s poor that
they must remain in

a state of pre-industrial poverty?
Yesterday a team from Cambridge
and Aberdeen universities claimed
that the biggest threat to the world is
the global adoption of “US-style
diets”. If everyone eats burgers on an
American scale, it asserts, carbon
emissions from food production
would soar by 80 per cent.
Advocates of mass vegetarianism

have moved on from claiming that
meat is murder to asserting that it is
murdering the planet. Only 3 per
cent of the food energy that goes into
a farm animal, they say, is converted
into food energy for humans.
Feeding the world with meat thus
uses vastly more land than would be
required if everyone followed a
vegetarian diet. If only the world’s
poor would stick to porridge we
could leave rain forests and tropical

grasslands to be the Earth’s lungs.
Given that we cleared our own

forests centuries ago to create field
and pasture, it is a bit patronising to
lecture developing countries like this.
The meat industry is one way in
which poor countries are pulling
themselves up by the bootstraps. Far
from threatening global starvation,
increased global meat consumption
has coincided with a huge
improvement in diets. According to
the World Food Programme, the
number of hungry people in the
world has fallen by 17 per cent since
1990 — a period in which the global
population increased by two billion.
Suppressing the meat industry

wouldn’t just be economic vandalism;
it wouldn’t do the planet much good
either. The Zimbabwean
environmentalist Allan Savory used
to believe that livestock caused
environmental degradation, but has
now concluded the opposite. The
only way to stop desertification in
the world’s drier zones, he believes, is
greatly to increase livestock,
adopting farming methods that
mimic the huge herds of herbivores
that lived there before humans. Their
trampling and depositing of dung
keeps grasslands healthy.
Given that Savory has been

working in the field for 60 years, and
has demonstrated his theory by
experiment, you might think his ideas
about regenerating lost grasslands
would get a hearing. Instead, he has
been jumped on by fellow
environmentalists. In the eyes of
extreme green ideology there is no
worse crime than advocating
something humans might actually
enjoy — eating animals especially.

Oliver Kamm Notebook

@oliverkamm

The number of hungry
in the world has fallen
by 17% since 1990

@justinonweb
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Drink makes ‘night-out’ rape hard to prove
The change in licensing laws was accompanied by a rise in sex crimes where the truth is extremely hard to determine

R
apes are committed in
many contexts: within the
family, in partnerships, by
acquaintances, employers
or colleagues, by strangers

in public or private places, to name
but some. They are always serious
offences with uniquely disturbing
consequences for the victims.
Alcohol is seldom a feature in cases
like these.
But increasingly in recent years,

my court and others have had to
address what I might term “night-out
rapes”. It is my impression that these
have burgeoned since the relaxation
of the licensing laws.
In these cases the defendant is

someone the complainant has met
on a “good night out”. Maybe the
pair talked, danced, apparently got
on. In some cases the woman (it is
usually a woman, but not always)
will have been seen and targeted by
the man (in my experience it is
always a man) who is, in the words of
the song “up all night to get lucky”.
In at least 90 per cent of the

“night-out rape” cases I have dealt

with, drink has featured. Occasionally
drugs, notably ecstasy and cocaine,
sometimes both, but predominantly
it’s drink. Interestingly, I have never
seen a case in which there was clear
evidence of a “rape drug” being
covertly administered, or even a
convincing suggestion that it was.
Usually both parties have been
drinking. But more often than not the
woman is most affected.
The issue is seldom whether sexual

activity occurred. It is whether the
complainant consented and/or
whether the defendant reasonably
believed that she consented.
According to the Sexual Offences

Act 2003 “a person consents if he
[sic] agrees by choice, and has the

freedom and capacity to make that
choice”. (He, of course, embraces she:
the rampant sexism of legal drafting!)
And there’s the rub. We all know

that the effects of drink can range
from mild merriment to flat-out
coma. A comatose woman clearly
has no capacity to consent and no
man could reasonably believe
otherwise. There is also a point
before coma when the capacity to

consent evaporates, not always
obvious to the involved observer.
Below that is the drunken consent,
which even if later regretted or
forgotten, is still in law consent. If
she says at trial: “I was out of it, I
remember little or nothing but I
know I would never have consented”,
and he says: “She was a bit pissed but
she was all there, she wanted it”, how
is a jury to decide, in the frequent
absence of independent evidence?
How can they decide where on the

spectrum of intoxication she was
when she is unable to give reliable
evidence?
Some people, male and female, do

go looking for consensual sex as part
of the night’s fun. I’m not
condemning, just stating a fact. That
cannot be ruled out by a jury.
But if a complainant’s faculties

have been impaired by alcohol, the
jury’s task is daunting. The
prosecution has to make the jury
sure that she did not consent and
sure that he did not reasonably
believe that she consented. Would
anyone wish it otherwise, given the
disastrous implications for a man
wrongly convicted?
In my experience the police make

strenuous efforts to gather evidence.
Medical examinations and
complainant interviews are
conducted with great sensitivity and
sympathy. A defendant’s previous or

subsequent sexual misconduct can, if
appropriate, be revealed to the jury.
Let me make it clear that anyone

who rapes a drunk victim commits a
heinous crime. He is lower than the
low and deserves severe punishment,
as far as the law allows. Every judge,
when passing sentence, is bound to
regard the victim’s vulnerability
through intoxication as an
aggravating feature of the crime, not
as mitigation.

Let me also make it clear that I am
not “victim blaming”. I am trying to
explain the difficulty of securing
convictions in such cases and I think
anyone who chooses to drink to
excess should be aware of them.
Yes, a person, particularly a

woman, can make themselves more
vulnerable to predators by getting
seriously drunk. There will always be
sexual predators, as there will always
be thieves. It’s no good saying: “Men
should be taught not to rape.” Not in
this world.
Sadly the drunken victim of a

predator may be unable do herself
justice in court. Many times my
heart has gone out to a woman who

has gone through the ordeal of
investigation, the trauma of the trial,
but who saw the man acquitted
because the jury couldn’t be sure,
because she was drunk. That must be
as devastating as the actual offence.
From years of experience I believe

I could recognise the hallmarks of a
genuine case even if the victim was
drunk at the time and therefore a
hopeless witness. But jurors who
have not heard about rapes first hand
do not have the benefit of my weary
insight. From the judicial perspective
this can be very frustrating. Judges
do, as they are encouraged to, give
directions designed to dispel the
“rape myths” — for example “a real
victim would fight back” , “if it was
really rape there would be injuries”,
“women who go out revealingly
dressed are asking for it”, “she’s a
prostitute so she can’t be raped”. But
judges cannot pad out the evidence
of an amnesiac victim.
I hope my observations will not

deter the reporting of rapes.
Complainants will be given every
consideration and courtesy by the
police and courts. But they and the
public should not be blind to the
legal realities and constraints, or the
real-life dangers.

Mary Jane Mowat is a retired judge. She
has prosecuted, defended and tried
hundreds of rape cases over 40 years

Anyone who rapes
a drunk victim is
lower than the low

Some people do go
out looking for sex as
part of the night’s fun
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Yes to What?
The polls are tightening in the Scottish independence debate,

but the separatist case is still lacking in coherence
Last week Jim Murphy, the Labour frontbencher,
suspendedwhatwasmeant to be a 100-day speak-
ing tour of Scotland.MrMurphy gave his summer
over to travelling across the country, evangelising
for theUnion atop a soapbox. Yet he claimshewas
faced with a “mob atmosphere” that was deliber-
ately engineered by nationalists.
The treatmentofMrMurphy shouldnotbe triv-

ialised. He has been shouted down by cohorts of
nationalist campaigners and pelted with eggs. His
staff are using the period beforeMrMurphy’s tour
resumes to receive training inpersonal protection.
Orchestrated virulence has been the preserve of
the “yes” camp, but there is rising anger on both
sides. Last week, Alex Salmond’s office called the
police when his car was tailgated by an irate
unionist. Electoral authorities are now consider-
ing having a significant police presence at polling
stations on the day of the referendum.
Non-Scots will find this ugly turn bemusing.

There is something distinctly un-British about
violent clashes at the ballot box. (Nationalists
might claim that that is precisely their point.) But
it would be wrong to understand the “yes” vote
merely through theprismof theharassmentofMr
Murphy. YouGov’s poll for this newspaper in July
showed an 18-point lead in favour of the Union.

Apoll today has narrowed the gap to six points.
Two trends explain this shift. First, undecided
voters aremoving to the “yes” sidebya ratioof two
to one. Second, the percentage of Labour support-
ers intending to vote yes has risen dramatically,
from 13 per cent to 30.
The second of these two phenomena is particu-

larly instructive.Much support for the “yes “ camp
rests on the belief that an independent Scotland
would be more left-wing than the United King-
dom. Mr Salmond has decried the prevalence of
food banks in Scotland, calling it “unacceptable”
in “a country as prosperous as Scotland”. He has
repeatedly asserted that unless Scotland votes to
leave the Union, its health service will be priva-
tised. On foreign policy, he has bent to popular
concerns about interventionism by pledging that
all nuclearweaponswould be removed fromScot-
land within four years, while bashing Conserva-
tive Euroscepticism.
In fact, it isnotespecially clearwhatapost-inde-

pendence Scottish party system would look like.
The Scottish National party is defined and united
by its nationalism, but by little else. Scottish Con-
servatism, a spent force atWestminster, fares bet-
ter in Holyrood elections. Nonetheless, it is evi-
dently true that the centre of political gravity in

Scotland is further to the left than in England. It is
this that is attracting Labour voters to independ-
ence. Many do not believe themselves to be
nationalists, but like the idea of living in a more
left-wing country.
This should worry unionists, and particularly

Labour unionists.Mr Salmond is adroitly confect-
ing a coalition comprising those opposed to vari-
ous aspects of the status quo. And just as Mr Sal-
mond is building his coalition, the unionist coali-
tion is fracturing. If Better Together hopes to stem
the defections of leftwingers to the nationalist
side, it must emphasise what Scotland could lose
by choosing “yes”. Most pertinently, it needs to
remind these voters, flirting with a dreamy social-
ist idyll, that a “yes” victory could entail a future
with less government money, not more.
It is not all bad news for unionists, however.

While YouGov’s poll shows that the referendum
result might be close, it still shows a lead for the
“no”campaign.MrSalmondhasoftenattackedhis
opponents for lacking a positive case, but he could
now use one of his own. Tapping into the grievan-
ces of small groups will give unionists a bloody
nose, but littlemore.Without a coherent vision for
what a “yes” would entail, six points from inde-
pendence may be as close as he deserves to get.

Hard Cases
The parents of Ashya King should be granted bail and allowed to see their son

Thereare toughcases inwhichhard lawcanstrug-
gle to cope with the nuances. The tragic story of
five-year-old Ashya King, who suffers from a
grade fourmedulloblastoma tumour on his spinal
cord at the base of his skull, is one such case. It is
an instance inwhich the sensitivitywithwhich the
law is applied is as important as the law itself.
Ashya’s parents, Brett and Naghemeh King,

took Ashya from University Hospital, Southamp-
ton,after their sonwasrefusedprotonbeamthera-
py that they hoped, perhaps without any clear
medical rationale, might help him and which is
available at a clinic in Prague. Ashya was made a
ward of court last Friday and Mr and Mrs King
were arrested the following day at a hotel in
Malaga where they had been staying with Ashya
and his six siblings.
There has clearly been a serious breakdown in

trust and communication between the hospital in
Southampton and theKing family, whohave been
threatened with a protection order to prevent
them from entering the ward, so tired did the hos-
pital authorities become with their demands for
alternative treatment. Proton beam radiotherapy

is not offered routinely on the NHSbut there is a
small budget to takechildrenabroad for treatment
at the discretion of a doctor. The hospital argues
that theprocedure thatMrandMrsKingare seek-
ing will not be effective in Ashya’s case.
Mr and Mrs King have done what any parents

would do in their circumstances. They have re-
searched their son’s condition, found suggestions
that proton beam radiotherapy might help and,
given that they are prepared to pay for it, wish to
try. It is entirely understandable. If the clinical
judgment of the doctors in Southampton is cor-
rect, and there isno reason to suppose that it isnot,
then this needs to be explained to themgently and
sensitively. It surely should still be possible for the
Kings to seek private treatment without the need
for an expensive and essentially legal pointless
process of extradition.
It isunfortunate thatall parties canactwithpro-

prietyunder the lawandyet theoutcomecanbe so
unsatisfactory. The hospital in Southampton was
acting responsibly, and in the best interest of
Ashya, when it told the police that a patient had
been taken against medical advice and that the

missing boy’s health was in peril. The Hampshire
police then followed due process to the letter in
seeking an international arrest warrant for
Ashya’s parents on the grounds of suspected child
neglect.
Even so, it was surely heavy-handed of Judge

Ismael Moreno to order Mr and Mrs King to be
held in custody as they were fighting extradition
to Britain. It cannot be right morally, even if it is
legally, that Ashya should be held under armed
guard for twodaysat theMaternoInfantileHospi-
tal without being permitted to see his parents. Mr
and Mrs King confirmed that their son had been
feeding well and that his drugs regime was in
place. The hospital in Malaga confirmed that
Ashya was in a stable condition.
“Laws”, said Swift, “are like cobwebs, whichmay

catch small flies, but let wasps and hornets break
through.” The Spanish judge has refused to allow
bail for the Kings. It may be legally right but it is
notmorally good that, while a five-year-old boy is
in hospital, his parents are handcuffed in jail, kept
there for the crime, in effect, of trying to do their
best to save his life.

Chinese Puzzle
China’s policy in Hong Kong is wrong-headed and muddle-headed

Placards, chanting and a tussle with security
guards greeted the speech of Li Fei, the secretary-
general of China’s national people’s congress
standing committee, about the political future of
HongKong. Itmeritedall of these thingandsome-
thing else too—a scratching of heads in perplexi-
ty. For China’s attitude to civil society is not only
wrong-headed. It is also muddle-headed.
The decision to restrict candidacy for Hong

Kong’s chief executive election to those approved
by a pro-Beijing committeewas accompanied by a
warning that adeviation fromsocialist values “will
not have a political future”. Unsurprisingly, this

has prompted protest and will spur on activists
planning to occupy the financial district.
What is baffling is that the warning comes less

than a year since the third plenum of China’s 18th
party congress agreedwhat by any commonsense
definition is a deviation from socialist values. The
conference agreed that free market exchange,
which was previously merely described as basic,
should now be considered “decisive”. This was ac-
companied by the announcement of a major pro-
gramme of liberalisation, which will substantially
reduce the role of government.
The reason for these reforms, risky as they are,

is that the Chinese leadership believes that eco-
nomic growth is essential to their hold on power
and that liberalisation will accelerate market
growth. Yet this is internally inconsistent. In the
short run, such liberalisationmayhelp authoritar-
ians hold to on to power. In the longer term it sim-
ply creates many individuals with the power and
resources to challenge authoritarianism.
For this reason the policy announced in Hong

Kong is not sustainable. A vibrant, liberalised
market economy cannot live for long beside polit-
ical suppression. In the end the policy will
collapse.

Daily Universal Register

UK: Home Affairs committee hears from
BBC and South Yorkshire Police about the
raid on Sir Cliff Richard’s home last month;
doctors evaluate the first British person to
contract the ebola virus; Royal Mail due to
announce the launch of a trial Sunday parcel
service this weekend
Pakistan: Prime minister Nawaz Sharif
holds a joint session of national parliament
to seek support for his government

A tawny pipit was
seen at Hope Point,
just north of Dover,
at the weekend. It
was in a stubble
field beside the golf
course, and may still

be flitting around. It is a bird of sandy heaths
and dunes in southern and eastern Europe,
and is a fairly regular vagrant in Britain,
often on cliff tops, though it has never bred
here. It is a large, sandy-coloured pipit, quite
different from our small, streaky meadow
and tree pipits, and easily seen when it
stands or runs about in open spaces. It likes
to stop and look around, holding itself
upright, then run and pounce when it sees
an insect it wants. It also wags its long tail
up and down, and can look more like a
wagtail than a pipit. At present, the meadow
and tree pipits (“mipits” and “tripits” in
birders’ jargon) are also on the move. Tree
pipits are summer visitors here, and are
slowly moving south, often staying around
for a while in parks and other places where
they were not seen in summer. Meadow
pipits, which are resident British birds, are
spreading out on to farmland from the
heaths and moors where they nested. In
September and October, coastal watchers
also see enormous numbers from northern
Europe flocking south on migration.
derwent may

Baroness (Mary) Goudie,
pictured, chairwoman,
the Women Leaders’
Council to Fight Human
Trafficking at the United
Nations, 68; Sir
Leonard Appleyard,

pro-chancellor, Bournemouth University,
vice-chairman, Barclays Capital (1998-2003),
76; Dame Beulah Bewley, emeritus reader
in public health sciences, St Georges
Hospital Medical School, London University,
85; Dame Frances Campbell-Preston,
woman of the bedchamber to Queen
Elizabeth the Queen Mother (1965-2002),
96; David Dinsmore, editor, The Sun, 46;
Lennox Lewis, boxer, former world
heavyweight champion (1999, 2001-02),
49;Moira Stuart, BBC newsreader, 65;
General Sir John Waters, Deputy
Supreme Allied Commander Europe
(1993-94), 79.

In 1666 the Great Fire of London began,
lasting until September 5; in 1898 news was
received in Britain of Sir Horatio (later Lord)
Kitchener’s reconquest of the Sudan; in
1945 the Second World War ended when
General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme
Allied Commander, accepted the Japanese
surrender on board the USSMissouri; in
1963 George Wallace, governor of Alabama,
halted integration of black and white
students by surrounding Tuskegee High
School with state troopers.

“In historical events great men —so called
—are but the labels that serve to give a name
to an event, and like labels, they have the last
possible connection with the event itself.”
Leo Tolstoy

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word
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Letters to the Editor

Corrections and
clarifications

6An article in yesterday’s Scottish
edition (“Hydro schemes hit salmon
spawning”) referred to research by
Matthew Newton of Glasgow
University. The research in question
examined river migration by salmon
in Ireland, not Scotland as stated. We
apologise for the mistake.

Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email
to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 1 London
Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF

1 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9GF
Email: letters@thetimes.co.uk

Parents and police
Sir, The reader who referred to the
Rotherham victims’ parents as “the
authors of all this misfortune” in her
recent letter (Aug 29) negates the
complexity of child sexual exploitation.
A child protection model that

focuses on identifying risks in the
home misses the needs of older
children, who often believe they are
in a consensual relationship with their
groomer. It also fails to acknowledge
that the grooming process relies on
perpetrators deliberately driving a
wedge between the child and their
parents. So when the social worker
reports an “unstable home life”, they
are negating the possibility that it is
the perpetrators of the abuse who
have brought instability to a once
normal, functional household.
The charity I manage, Parents

Against Child Sexual Exploitation
(Pace), works with hundreds of
parents who have battled for the
police to take action against
perpetrators of sexual abuse against
their children. Many have kept highly
detailed logs of their child’s abuse. Yet
lamentably few parents have seen the
perpetrator of the child’s abuse
arrested, let alone prosecuted. The
collective sense of frustration towards
the statutory services is palpable.
We cannot afford to repeat the

travesty of Rotherham. It is time to
rebuild a sense of trust between
parents and the police. That is why
Pace is calling for every Police and
Crime Commissioner to create multi-
agency teams to work in partnership
with parents and see them as part of
the solution, not the problem. Only
then can we learn from the horrors of
Rotherham and focus blame where it
should be — those who commit the
abuse.
gill gibbons
CEO, Parents Against Child Sexual
Exploitation (Pace)

Political history
Sir, Comparing Ukip with the SDP in
the 1980s — as vigorous small
political parties attracting much
public and media attention — it is
worth pointing out that the initial
election of high-profile well-known
SDP candidates did much to distort
the true national picture of the party’s
support, evidenced by a poor overall
result for them at the 1983 election.
I predict a win for Douglas Carswell

in Clacton this autumn on a low poll,
followed by a narrow victory in May
2015, then a defeat later in 2015.
william grierson
Kimpton, Herts

Referendum could leave scars on Scotland
Sir, Magnus Linklater (Opinion, Sept
1) is right. Deep divisions have been
exposed by both the Yes and No
campaigns and opened up wounds
which will be hard to heal. The
Church of Scotland decided to
remain neutral, but influential
members of the Kirk deeply
committed to social justice,
including the leader of the Iona
Community Peter MacDonald, are
expressing the concerns shared by
many of us who work with and for
the poorest citizens of England and
voting yes.
He said: “I no longer believe the

Westminster government is capable
of delivering the socially just and
equitable society in which I want to
live. The British state no longer
serves the needs of all its people.
Economic policies have favoured the
wealthy who have grown richer, and
stigmatised the poor and vulnerable
who are paying for the failures of the
private financial sector.” Even if
Scotland votes No the wounds will
remain unhealed north and south of
the border until confidence of every
UK citizen in the fairness of the
Westminster government is restored.
the rev paul nicolson
Taxpayers Against Poverty
London N17

Sir, In the wake of the second
referendum debate there has been
much triumphalism on the Yes side,
which feels that Alex Salmond’s
performance will lead to ultimate
victory. If that proves to be true it is
an alarming premonition of
“independence” since all he did was
heckle Alistair Darling in front of a

partisan crowd bent on drowning out
any argument it did not want to hear.
This is not what passes for

debating in a civilised nation and I
doubt any uncommitted voter was
converted to the cause of destroying
that most successful union: the
United Kingdom.
the rev dr john cameron
St Andrews, Fife

Sir, The choice of 2014 for the
Scottish referendummay have suited
those in favour of independence,
being the 700th anniversary of the
great Scottish victory over England
at Bannockburn. They may have
forgotten another important
anniversary. It is 500 years since the
birth of John Knox, who sought to
bring the two nations together and
used his influence to enlist English
soldiers to fight alongside the Scots,
for the first time, to successfully drive
out the French from Edinburgh.
He was instrumental in shaping

the Scottish character, the national
church and other admirable
institutions and paved the way for
the union of a shared sovereign in
1603 and the eventual complete
union in 1707 which has served both
nations very well.
dr brian scott
Lincoln

Sir, In championing the use of the
current British summer time
throughout the year, Stephen
Williams (letters, Aug 30)
demonstrates the arrogance of those
south of the border from which I, for
one, would like to escape. Are we to
be eternally grateful that we in

Scotland are in receipt of that which
the UK government has “afforded
them in the past”. He gives the game
away by declaring only a “passing
interest” in the referendum. Perhaps
if he had paid more attention he
would understand our reaction to
such an attitude.
paul n hutchison
Crail, Fife

Sir, One of the frustrations of being
a Scot in the United Kingdom is the
common assumption south of the
border that anything true of
England must also be true of
Scotland. A classic example is
Alexandra Frean’s US Notebook
(Opinion, Aug 29). She informs us
that in the four-year degrees in the
US, “students are not required to
specialise until the end of the second
year”, a system, she adds that,
“British universities might do well to
emulate”.
Scottish universities have long

done this, and their example has
influenced the US.
david stevenson
Professor Emeritus of Scottish
History, University of St Andrews
Fife

Sir, Charles McCarthy (letters, Aug
30) says that Scotland would be the
only nation that has rejected
independence. He seems to have
conveniently forgotten that Quebec
twice rejected independence from
Canada in referendums in 1980 and
1995.
simon baker
Hereford

Hairdryer effect
Sir, The proposed EU legislation that
limits the wattage of hairdryers
(report, Aug 29) is flawed as an
energy saving measure. The total
energy required to dry one’s hair is
proportional to the volume of that
hair and reducing the appliance’s
wattage simply means using it for
longer. Instead the EU should impose
a limit on the permitted length of hair
— naturally without gender bias.
oliver chapple
Milton under Wychwood, Oxon

Sir, A real saving of energy, and time

too, could of course be made by
abandoning the EU’s ludicrous
monthly trip from Brussels to
Strasbourg.
philip collinson
Totland Bay, Isle of Wight

Nato in Wales
Sir, RD Hughes (letter, Sept 1)
disapproves of the disruption caused
here by this week’s Nato conference. I
suspect that many people around the
world, not just in Ukraine, Syria and
Iraq, would settle for this temporary
inconvenience. We are very lucky to
have been born in a country which
has motorways, shops, employment
and schools and much more and our
people are considerate enough to
make facilities available for peaceful
demonstrations to take place.
s jenkins
Cardiff

Back to school
Sir, The exam period tends to end
around the end of June for most
school pupils but the term usually
ends around July 25. Would it be a
good idea to begin the summer
holidays as the exams end? The
autumn term could begin in mid-
August, giving pupils around two
extra weeks of actual teaching in the
school year. The month of July is
often a waste for pupils who have
finished exams.
linda miller
Dereham, Norfolk

Had our chips
Sir, Thank you for your guide to the
30 best places to eat fish and chips in
Britain (Weekend, Aug 30). As
epicureans know the best potatoes
are grown in Lincolnshire and
Grimsby is Europe’s most important
fish market. You do not list a “chippy”
within 100 miles of the home of fish
and chips. Your supplement will come
in handy as a traditional wrapper.
andy cole
Cleethorpes, Lincs

Boots on ground
Sir, It was not only the crunch of
boots on gravel that made a military
parade (letter, Aug 29), it was the
rattle of a small coin introduced into
the magazine of the Lee Enfield which
added a musical effect as well as one
shouldered or presented arms. The
butt of the rifle hitting the ground also
signified a good parade. The tinkle of
a mounted man’s spurs also turned the
head of a pretty nursemaid.
claude r hart
Shrewsbury

Dogs as cats
Sir, Oxford’s understanding of the
importance of canine education in
the 1970s was exceptional (“Canis
Felix”, Aug 30). Not only did James
Campbell, as Dean of Worcester,
allow me to bring my labrador to his
tutorials as a cat, but Dom James
Forbes, the master of St Benet’s Hall,
enrolled my dog, allowing me to
attend the university as its handler.
peregrine solly
Broomley, Northumberland

From our special correspondent,
Amiens
Amiens is in German hands. The
three days’ fighting of last week
culminated in a bloody
engagement at Moreuil, in which
the advantage remained with the
enemy. The Allies have fallen back
in good order, but the Germans are
pressing forward to their objective
— Paris; and when I left the
outskirts of Amiens at 5 o’clock

this morning their advanced guard
was reported to be between Le
Tartigny and Montdidier.
Not a shot was fired on Sunday

nor on Monday save at an
unfortunate chauffeur who was
killed at the city gate by a sentry
for failing to pull up in time. On the
day the Germans entered Amiens
some 10,000 French troops, mainly
reservists, hastily retreated through
Picquigny, blowing up both bridges
over the Somme on their departure.
To escape from the German lines

it became necessary to cross the
Somme, and no boat was available.
A friendly peasant pointed out that
a railing and one girder, though
hanging over the river in most
perilous fashion, might with much
care and more acrobatism be safely
crossed. My chauffeur, who
gallantly volunteered to accompany
me on foot when the car broke
down, and myself performed this
feat with the peasant yelling out
“Uhlans are coming — all the
time.” This took place in the small
hours of the morning, and when an
hour later I forced an unwilling

villager to open his door, under
dire threats, he pointed to some
dusky figures in the distance and
muttered “Uhlans”. I took less time
to close his door than he to open it,
my chauffeur rolled himself up in
my big macintosh and slept on the
tiled floor, while I proceeded to nod
over my notes until dawn when I
persuaded with much difficulty the
mayor of a poor battered village —
for the explosion at Picquigny
broke every window for miles
round — to drive us to Flixecourt.
The car was out of order and
vehicles were hard to come by, so
my position was a difficult one.
Providence, in the guise of a
British Staff officer, came to my
aid, and some four hours later he
left me, eternally his debtor, at St
Omer, whence I proceeded by train
to Boulogne, to find that there was
no evening steamer to Folkestone.

on this day september 3, 1914

SWIFT
GERMAN
ADVANCE

Social mobility
Sir, Chris Reaney’s assertion, “If the
grammar schools had not been
destroyed we would not now be
having a debate about public schools
producing our elite”, (letters, Sept 1)
prompts the thought that if Lord
Trenchard’s Sandhurst-style scheme
to recruit senior police officers hadn’t

also been destroyed then we wouldn’t
now be seeing so much well-justified
criticism of our police service.
The opponents of both grammar

schools and Trenchard claim that
such selection processes are unfair.
Yet if this kind of logic was applied to
sport there would be no centres of
excellence identifying potential
international footballers and Olympic
athletes. The harsh fact is that we all
possess varying degrees of ability both
physically and mentally and it is in
the public interest to accept this and
then take appropriate action to make
optimum use of all of our resources.
john kenny
Acle, Norfolk

sign up for a weekly email
with extracts from
the times history of the war
ww1.thetimes.co.uk

Bill Kerr
Sir, Fresh off the boat in 1953, I met
many amiable inquiries from
Londoners learning of my Australian
background: “I suppose you’re only
here for four minutes”.
Never having heard Bill Kerr’s radio

act (obituary, Aug 30), I was baffled
until someone kindly explained the
reasoning. Incidentally, 61 years later, I
am still here.
murray hedgcock
London SW14
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Ukrainian troops head to the front line

Tens of thousands
‘will die unless
Russia is stopped’
Ukraine warned yesterday that tens of
thousands of peoplewould die in a con-
flict already ragingwithRussia “the like
of which Europe has not seen since the
Second World War”.
As negotiations between Kiev, Mos-

cow and the rebel separatists began in
Minsk, the capital of Belarus, President
Poroshenko accused Russia of “direct
and undisguised aggression” towards
his countrywhich, he said, had enabled
pro-Russian rebels spectacularly to
reverse the tide of the fighting in the
east of the country in the past week.
A counter-offensive on multiple

fronts by the separatist insurgency has
inflicted a series of heavy defeats on
Ukrainian troops and pro-Kiev volun-
teer battalions; a development that
Kiev, Nato and western governments
say would have been possible only with
direct Russian military involvement.
In the latest of those, Ukrainian

forces were forced yesterday to surren-
der the airport at Luhansk,where amil-
itary spokesman said they had come
under attack from Russian tanks.
The separatist insurgency in east

Ukraine erupted in April, when armed
men seized a number of towns and
strategic sites across the region. It came
after the annexation by Russia of
Crimea, Ukraine’s southern peninsula,
in March, despite an international out-
cry. Moscow has consistently denied
any involvement in the revolt in east
Ukraine.
Government forces suffered heavy

casualties in recent days after becom-
ing encircled at the town of Ilovaysk,
and were driven back from Novo-
azovsk, on the coast road to Mariupol,
last week.
There were reports yesterday of

fighting at Donetsk airport, which the
Ukrainian army has held for all but a
few hours of the five-month conflict.
Officials said thatnearly 700Ukrainian
soldiers have been taken prisoner since
the rebel counter-offensive began.
Valeriy Geletey, Ukraine’s defence

minister, wrote in a Facebook post: “A
great war has arrived at our doorstep
the likes of which Europe has not seen
since the Second World War. Unfortu-
nately, the losses in such a war will be
measured not in the hundreds but
thousands and tens of thousands.”
He said that “hundreds of Russian

soldiers and officers have permanently
entered Ukraine’s [eastern] black earth
region” to shore up rebels who had,
effectively, been defeated. He added:
“Ukraine has no plans to surrender.”
With their negotiating positions

strengthened by the recent battlefield
gains, the Kremlin and the rebels both
indicated that they were ready for a
political settlement. President Putin
accused Ukraine of resisting a peace
settlement. “The current Kiev leader-
ship does not want to carry out a sub-
stantive political dialogue with the east

of its country,” he said on a visit to Sibe-
ria. In Moscow, Sergei Lavrov, the for-
eignminister, ruledout aRussian “mili-
tary intervention” in Ukraine and said
that he was counting on theMinsk dis-
cussions to agree on an immediate and
unconditional ceasefire. However, the
talks were adjourned after several
hours until Friday.
Rebel representatives had earlier

told Russian media that they had
dropped their demand for full inde-
pendence and now aspired to a “special
status” for their regionswithinUkraine.
They expected amnesty from prosecu-
tion, responsibility for their regions’
security and a settlement that would
“take into consideration the necessity
of deepening economic integration
withRussia”.How that couldworkwith
Ukraine’s stated commitment to closer
economic ties with the European
Union was unclear.
David Cameron earlier accused

Russia of attempting to coerceUkraine
into policy changes, and warned that it
would have a “radically different” rela-
tionship with the rest of the world if it
did not change course.
Donald Tusk, Poland’s prime minis-

ter, who was elected as the next presi-
dent of theEuropeanCouncil onSatur-
day, said that the war could spread
beyond Ukraine if Nato did not tough-
en its stance against Russia.
“There is still time to stop those for

whom violence, force and aggression
have again become part of their polit-
ical arsenal,” he said, in a clear refer-
ence to Moscow during ceremonies to
mark Nazi Germany’s invasion of
Poland in September 1, 1939, which was
swiftly followed by the Soviet Union’s
attack on the country.
Seventy five years on, “our western

community is threatened by war, not
just in eastern Ukraine”, he said.

Obama calms Baltic

Ukraine
Ben Hoyle Mariupol

President Obama will today seek to
confound critics of his “weak” foreign
policy by staging a show of solidarity
with Baltic states nervous of Kremlin
aggression.
In a visit to President Putin’s back

yard, Mr Obama lands in Estonia for a
24-hour trip that is designed to send a
clear message to Moscow that Wash-
ington will not tolerate further
attempts at expansion.
He will hold talks with Estonian

leaders and also meet the presidents of
Lithuania and Latvia in the run up to
Thursday’s Nato summit in Wales.
The three former Soviet states all

have large Russian minorities. They
have renewed calls for military help
after recent activity by Moscow near
their borders.
Nato aircraft intercepted Russian

military jets approaching Baltic air-
space several times last week, and a

Russian submarinewas spotted close to
Latvian waters.
Mr Obama’s trip comes amid

renewed criticism of his foreign policy,
even from within his own party, with
manyaccusinghimof failing todevelop
any strategy and of being weak. He has
been vilified for his actions—or lack of
them — in Ukraine, and in northern
Iraq and northern Syria, where the
influence of Islamic State (Isis) contin-
ues to spread.
Dianne Feinstein, the Democratic

chairwoman of the Senate Intelligence
Committee, branded the president “too
cautious” in reacting to the advances
made by Isis, echoing comments made
by Republicans. The party has com-
pared Mr Obama unfavourably with
David Cameron, hailing the prime
minister’s comments on the fundamen-
talist group as far more robust than
their own leader’s remarks.
The subject will take centre stage at

the Nato summit this week in Wales,
which will also cover the handover of

United States
Devika Bhat WashingtonSchool starts with invaders at the door

The boys fidgeted in their oversized
black suits and the younger girls wore
pompoms in their hair. Many clutched
bouquets of flowers for their teach-
ers while their parents looked on
proudly on this, the first day back
at school.
It’s alwaysabigevent forUkraini-

ans, but at School No 3, in Mariu-
pol, yesterday, emotionswere run-
ning higher than usual.
In most of southeast

Ukraine, schools are closed
for at least another
month because of the
war, butMariupol is

deemed safe. The school festivities,
marked with balloons, songs and a
prizegiving, hinted at normality — but
the threat of a besieging army 20miles
away still hung over the gathering.

Parents recalled the fight
for control of the
military base
nearby, in April,
when pro-Russian
rebels began
pressing in. The

children told of glimps-
ingarmedmenandweap-

ons, and discussed their
parents’ evacuation plans.

As many as 80 children
were missing yesterday
because their families
had already fled, Kater-
ina, a school adminis-
trator said. Some have

gone to central and west Ukraine;
others to Russia — yet the school has
grown,withat least 80newpupils arriv-
ing from the war zone farther north.
“The city takes care of you,”thehead-

mistress, Natalia Alexandrovna, said.
“Youwill behappy inour school family.”
All carried new school bags, donated

by Shakhtar Donetsk football club and
Metinvest, a local steel producer.
At 8am the national anthem played,

and theUkrainian flagwashoistedover
the school.
The youngest children, aged 6 or 7,

had been asked towear blue and yellow
ribbons on their chests for their first
day, but not all did; an indication of the
divided loyalties in the playground and
the city at large.
By 9am the first lesson was begin-

ning. The theme? “Ukraine is a united
country.”

Ben Hoyle

A pro-Russian separatist readies himself for battle shortly before the assault on

Pupils dance during
first day festivities at
a Mariupol school
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nerves and silences his critics

dent will be sending is: ‘We stand with
you; Russia, don’t even think about
messing around in Estonia or in any of
the Baltic areas in the same way that
you have been messing around in
Ukraine’,” Charles Kupchan, the senior
director for Europe at the National
Security Council, said last week.

Heather Conley, senior vice-president
for Europe, Eurasia and the Arctic at
the Centre for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies (CSIS) think-tank,
said: “I can’t begin to tell you how criti-
cal it is that the president visit Nato’s
new front line. There has always been a
great fear in theBaltic states that if push
came to shove, they question whether
Nato would really have their back.”
Recentmoves to stationUS troops in

Estonia have gone some way to allevi-
ating concerns, but the Baltic nations
are looking formore commitment from
Washington. Mr Obama will meet US
troops in Tallinn during his trip.
KathleenHicks, also ofCSIS, said: “If

there’s anything that the Baltics do
trustwithinNato, it’s aUScommitment
directly, so they will be pushing hard
that the Nato contingent will have a
heavy US signal in it.
“That’swhat they trustmost: if there’s

a US component there, there’s skin in
thegame, so to speak, in termsof defen-
sive activity.”

Afghanistan to local forces, and Nato’s
broader role in international security.
TheWhite House hopes that the Esto-
nia leg of the trip — only the second
time an American president has trav-
elled to the country — will reassure
nervous allies.
“Part of the message that the presi-

Israel makes biggest
land grab in 30 years
after teen murders

Israel has formally annexed nearly
1,000 acres of the occupiedWest Bank,
the largest land grab in 30 years, ac-
cording to activists.
Theunexpectedmove is likely to be a

precursor to illegal settlement con-
struction. Palestinian officials warned
that it would further hinder any chance
of restarting stalled peace talks.
Israel declared as “state land”

988 acres (400ha) in the Gush Etzion
region, southwest of Bethlehem. The
Israeli organisationPeaceNowcalled it
an “unprecedented” land grab.A senior
memberof thePalestineLiberationOr-
ganisation said it was a step towards
“liquidating” its national movement.
The decision appeared to catch even

some Israeli officials by surprise. Yair
Lapid, the financeminister, said that he
was not told of it in advance. “We are
against any swift changes in the West
Bank right now, as we need to go back
to some kind of process there,” he told
reporters.
Gush Etzion is one of the largest set-

tlement blocs, with more than 70,000
residents. Israeli negotiators have long
insisted that it become part of Israel in
any final-status agreement, a demand
that their Palestinian counterparts
have resisted.
Other senior Israeli politicians cau-

tioned against the move. Tzipi Livni,
who led the last round of negotiations,
said that it amounted to a “decision that
weakens Israel”.
She said: “It’s true that Gush Etzion

will be part of the state of Israel in all
future agreements. [But now] it will
turn from a place of consensus to a
place of controversy.”
Davidi Perl, the head of the Gush Et-

zion regional council, said in a state-
ment that the decision paved the way
for the establishment of a “new city”.
The land will be used to expand Gvaot,
a small settlement that currently
houses ten families. The government
invited bids last year to build 1,000 new
houses there.
Gvaot is close to the spotwhere three

Israeli teenagers were kidnapped and
murdered in June. Naftali Bennett, the
economy minister, visited the region
yesterday and called settlement con-
struction a “Zionist response to Arab
terrorism”.
A spokesman for thePalestiniangov-

ernment in Ramallah, Nabil abu Rde-
ineh, said it would lead to a “further
deterioration”.
SaebErekat, the chiefPalestinianne-

gotiator, will travel to Washington on
Tuesday to meet John Kerry, the US
secretaryof state.Hewill present aplan
for restartingUS-led talks, according to
Palestinian officials. If they fail, Mah-
moudAbbas, the Palestinian president,
will ask the United Nations to set a
deadline for ending the Israeli
occupation.
The last round of negotiations col-

lapsed in April, when Israel refused to
honour the fourth and final roundof an
agreed prisoner release.
Husam Zomlot, a senior PLO

member, said that the annexation was
meant to pre-emptively “derail” the

neweffort. “There’s no senseof surprise
with [prime minister] Netanyahu. He
made his strategic choice long
ago . . . his government is made of
senior settlers,”MrZomlot said. “[They]
want to liquidate the whole Palestinian
cause.”
The announcement will further un-

dermine Mr Abbas, whose domestic
popularitywas at anadir after this sum-
mer’s war in Gaza. Hamas was seen as
the party negotiating with Israel, albeit
indirectly, while Mr Abbas was largely
reduced to being a bystander.
MrNetanyahuhas spokenvaguely of

pursuing “new diplomatic horizons”
after thewar, and centre-left politicians
such as Ms Livni have been keen to re-
start talkswithMrAbbas. Activists said
the annexation shows that Mr Netan-
yahu has no new diplomatic plan.
“The message is clear: with Hamas,

we talk, and against Abu Mazen, we
build,” said Yariv Oppenheimer, the di-
rector of Peace Now, referring to Mr
Abbas by his nickname.
The US State Department de-

nounced the move, calling it counter-
productive, as did the Foreign Office.

Israel
Gregg Carlstrom Tel Aviv

North Korea threatens
Britain over TV drama
Page 27

Wife puts brake on
Sarkozy’s comeback
Page 25
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Spread of the settlers

1967 Israel occupies the West Bank,
and establishes the first settlement
1977 Menachem Begin accelerates
the settlement project, and the
population grows by 400 per cent
in his six years in office
1978 Israel founds the Ariel
settlement in the central West Bank.
It now houses nearly 20,000 people
1980 The Knesset declares
Jerusalem — including the occupied
east — to be the capital of Israel
1992 The settler population in the
West Bank passes 100,000
1993 Israel and the Palestinians sign
the Oslo Accords, deferring a final
decision on the settlements
1996 Settlers start “outposts” —
unauthorised communities that are
illegal under Israeli law, after the
government limits new settlements.
About 100 of them exist today
2005 9,000 settlers are removed
from Gaza on the orders of Ariel
Sharon, the prime minister
2009 Binyamin Netanyahu declares
a ten-month “settlement freeze” to
allow for talks with the PLO, but
these are unsuccessful
2013-14 During nine months of talks,
the government advances plans for
14,000 new homes

Ukrainian army soldiers at Donetsk airport. Recent gains for the rebels were possible only with Russian help, Nato says
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Joan Rivers to be
brought out of coma
New York Friends offered prayers
for Joan Rivers amid reports that
the comedian was being brought
out of a medically induced coma
at Mount Sinai hospital in
Manhattan four days after
suffering a cardiac arrest (Will
Pavia writes).
Rivers, 81, was to be woken in a

process that would take two days,
according to the New York Daily
News, citing an anonymous
source who said there were
concerns that the part of the
brain that controls motor skills
might have been “compromised”.
Rivers had been undergoing

throat surgery at an outpatient
clinic last Thursday when she was
said to have stopped breathing.

Detained Italian marine
is taken into hospital
Rome Italy’s defence minister has
rushed to India after one of two
Italian Marines, held there for
two years without charges, was
taken into hospital suffering from
circulatory problems. Roberta
Pinotti flew to Delhi to check on
Massimiliano Latorre’s condition.
He and Salvatore Girone have
been detained since 2012 pending
an investigation into the killing of
two Indian fishermen. (AP)

King of Lesotho orders
minister to run country
Maseru Police were off the streets
in Lesotho’s capital after being
disarmed on Saturday by the
military, whose actions over the
weekend caused the prime
minister to flee, leaving a power
vacuum. King Letsie III is
appointing a cabinet minister to
run the country as the prime and
deputy prime ministers are in
South Africa, the foreign affairs
minister reported. (AP)

Sri Lanka is free to
deport asylum seekers
Colombo A Sri Lankan court gave
permission for scores of asylum
seekers to be sent back to
Pakistan, after the government
said they were a threat to security
and public health. Janak de Silva,
the deputy solicitor general,
asked the Court of Appeal to lift a
suspension of deportations, citing
evidence of crimes being
committed and malaria being
brought in. (Reuters)

Cuba clamps down on
black-market dealers
Havana Cuba has raised duties
and restricted imports on
consumer goods brought in by air
passengers or sent by post,
bringing hardship to its fledgeling
private sector and angering those
trying to counter chronic
shortages. The restrictions target
black-market dealers of scarce or
heavily taxed goods while
protecting the state monopoly on
imported products. (Reuters)

Collapse of Afghan
talks fuels unrest fears
Kabul Talks on a power-sharing
deal between Afghanistan’s rival
presidential candidates, Ashraf
Ghani and Abdullah Abdullah,
have collapsed, a senior leader
said, rekindling fears of ethnic
unrest over the disputed vote.
“The political process is now at a
stalemate, we don’t see any way
out,” Mohammad Mohaqiq, a
leader of the minority Hazara
community, said. (Reuters)

Kurds vanquished ‘drugged up’
jihadis in battle to break siege
Peshmerga fought
back from ambush to
reclaim territory held
by Isis for two months.
Jerome Starkey reports

The first bullet missed. Private Qassim
Hussein Ali saw it fly past his face as he
sat in the back of a pick-up truck
hurtling towards the front line.
The second hit his right hand as he

reached for his Kalashnikov.
The third round hit his throat and

tore down his neck, lodging between
his fourth and fifth ribs and scorching
his windpipe on the way.
It was just aftermidday on Sunday as

Kurdish peshmerga, with whom
Private Ali is engaged, Iraqi forces and
Shia militias broke a siege on Amerli, a
mostly Turkmen town in northern Iraq
which had been surrounded for more
than two months.
“The gunman was hiding in the

trees,” Private Ali said through
laboured breaths as he recovered on a
morphinedripatSulaymaniyah’s emer-
gency hospital yesterday.
He had just finished lunch, 12 miles

outside Amerli, when he boarded the
truck to head to the frontline.
They had been based in amosque, in

Tuz Kharmut, which they thought was
far enough away to be safe from attack.
“The mosque was our rest place,” he

said. But 50m (160ft) outside the com-
pound gates the gunman opened fire,
also seriously wounding the vehicle’s
commander and one other man.
Islamic State militants, who swept

across Iraq in June, had sneaked into
the village unnoticed and followed
another military unit as it returned to
the mosque, so they knew the routes
they took and where to set their
ambush, Private Ali said.
While Isis has suffered territorial

losses since President Obama ordered
airstrikes to back Kurdish peshmerga
and Iraqi forces lastmonth, the soldiers
who have met them at close quarters
described an enemy that was well-
armed and wily, and at times either
stupid or suicidal. Sergeant Ali Hama,
37, was in Tuz Kharmut, when the

frontlines were close enough for the
two sides to hurl insults at each other.
He said two gunmen outflanked him
and opened fire from behind.
One bullet struck his thigh and

lodged there. The soldier standing next
tohim,whoheknewasSaran,washit in
the back of the neck and died instantly.
“They are high on drugs,” Sergeant

Ali said of his opponents, who he
refused to describe as brave. “If you
stand and fight them for ten minutes
they will run away or die.”
Yet he was shot on August 24 when

the militants launched an 8pm assault
on peshmerga lines, triggering a five-
hour gun battle.
Until Isis captured Mosul in June,

Sergeant Ali had worked as a security
guard for the French oil firm Total.
“They always shout Allahu akbar,”
SergeantAli said. “Weshouted long live
Kurdistan.”A fewdoors down fromPri-

vate Ali, another peshmerga soldier sat
cross-legged on his bed, wearing only
underpants with a bandage around his
eyes. Mohamed Safa’s face and chest
were peppered with scabs, parts of his
lips were missing and he was breathing
through a plastic valve in his throat
after an explosion burnt his face.
His brother, Ahmad, said it was un-

likely that he would ever to see again.
On the floor belowwas a soldier who

had been shot in the head by a sniper.
TheUnitedNationssaidIsishadcom-

mitted acts of inhumanity on an unim-
aginable scale in Iraq. It is thought to
have killed at least 670 prisoners on a
singlenightandhaspostedvideosshow-
ing fighters shooting countless captives.

A Shia militiaman who joined the fight against Isis to recapture Amerli. Below, a wounded Peshmerga fighter with his wife

Berlin breaches postwar taboo with Iraq arms shipment
Germany
David Charter Berlin

Germany is toarmthe IraqiKurds inan
historic breakwith its postwar tradition
of refusing to send weapons to conflict
zones. The decision is in the interests of
European security, Angela Merkel told
the Bundestag yesterday.
The chancellor cited “inconceivable

atrocities” against civilians as well as
the dangers posed by 400 Germans
whohave joined the jihadist fight as the
key reasons for supplying a €70million
arsenal of rockets, guns and grenades.
Mrs Merkel began an emotionally

charged speech to a special session of
MPs with a reminder that yesterday
marked the 75th anniversary of the
Nazi invasion of Poland, giving extra
reason to act against tyranny.
A leading member of her Social

Democratic Party coalition allies
argued that thiswasanexceptional step
that did not end Germany’s general
taboo on arming combatants. Only the

two smaller opposition parties, the
Greens and the Left, spoke against
sending weapons, warning that they
could end up in the wrong hands and
that Germany was on a slippery slope
back to “militarism”.
“We have the opportunity to save

lives and stop the further spread of
mass murder in Iraq,” MrsMerkel said.
“When terrorists take control of a vast
territory to give themselves a base for
theiractsof terror, then thedanger rises
for us, then our security interests are
affected.Wehave thechance toprevent
terrorists from creating another safe
haven for themselves. We must take
this chance.”
The German government has gone

further than itswesternallies by issuing
a detailed list of themilitary equipment
it will send to the Iraqi Kurds fighting
militants of Islamic State (also known
as Isis). The supplies consist of five
heavily armouredDingo infantry vehi-
cles, 30 long-range anti-tank systems,
40 machineguns, 200 bazookas, 500

anti-tank rockets, 16,000 rifles and
10,000 hand grenades.
The first of three shipments from

Germanarmyreserveswill equip4,000
soldiers by the end of the month.
MrsMerkel said that about 400Ger-

mannationals had travelled to Iraq and
Syria to fightwith Isis or other jihadists,
part of a contingent of more than a
thousand Europeans in the warzone.
“We must fear these fighters could

return one day and mount attacks in
European cities,” she said. “The enor-
mous suffering of many people cries to
theheavensandourownsecurity inter-
ests are threatened.”
Germany will also send tents,

helmets and radio equipment, and
plans to bring a small group of Kurdish
peshmerga fighters to southern
Germany for a week’s training.
“Delivering weapons to the Kurds

does not change the political principles
of the government regarding arms
exports,” Thomas Oppermann, leader
of the SPD parliamentary group, said.

Jihadi fighters

Countries with greatest number of
citizens who have joined Islamic State

Arming Peshmerga*
Germany

UK

10,000 hand grenades
1,600 automatic weapons
36 tonnes of ammunition
30Milan anti-tank rocket launchers

9 tonnes of ammunition

3,000
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Tunisia

Saudi Arabia

Morocco

France

Russia

UK

Germany, Turkey

* US, Canada, Italy, Czech Rep. and Finland will
also send arms
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Larger than life A trunkfish takes on a frightening aspect as it zooms in on a camera in the Red Sea, off Israel. Without the lens’s effect, it measures only 15cm (6in)

Mohammed is
most popular
name in Oslo
Norway
David Charter

Mohammed has become the most
popular male name in Oslo in the first
survey to show it as the top choice for
men and boys in a western European
capital.
Six variants of the spelling of the

name of the Islamic prophet combined
to put it in first position in the general
population, ahead of Jan, according to
research by Statistics Norway.
The discovery comes almost a year

after a conservative coalition was
elected in Norway on a platform to
tighten thecountry’s liberal asylumand
immigration laws.
Mohammed in its various western-

ised formshas toppednew-babynames
for thepast four years in theNorwegian
capital. The name also leads the list for
newborns in several other European
capitals, including London, Amster-
dam, Brussels and Copenhagen.
Jørgen Ouren, of Statistics Norway,

found that out of Oslo’s total registered
population of nearly 600,000, 4,801
boys and men were named Moham-
med or its variations, ahead of Jan on
4,667 and Per on 4,155.
“Usually I compile statistics on

newborns, but a religious radio pro-
gramme asked me about the whole of
the population,” Mr Ouren said.
“Across the country, Jan is on top for

boys and Anna for girls, but in Oslo,
Mohammed is No 1,” he said.
The figure reflects the concentration

of Norway’s community of 150,000
Muslims inOslo. They are overwhelm-
ingly immigrants and come mainly
from Pakistan, Somalia, Iraq and Mor-
occo — all countries where the name
Mohammed is popular.
Thenamedoesnot feature so strong-

ly in Germany, where the four million-
strongMuslim community is mainly of
Turkish origin and Mohammed is not
as prevalent as in Norway.

Carla threatens to put a stop to
Sarko’s dream of rescuing nation
France
Adam Sage Paris

Nicolas Sarkozy is confident that he
can reclaim the French presidency
from François Hollande, but he may
first have to overcome an even more
formidable opponent — his wife.
Carla Bruni-Sarkozy is mounting a

last stand todissuadeherhusband from
returning to thepolitical fray, according
to friends of the couple. The model-
turned-singer let it be known that she
provoked a domestic crisis during their
summer holiday in Bali whenMr Sark-
ozy laid out his comeback plan.
“Carla threw a fit at him. She doesn’t

want him to return,” a friend told Le
Parisien newspaper.
Mr Sarkozy, 59, has said he will indi-

cate thismonthwhetherhewants to re-
visit his life in politics, 2½ years after he
lost the presidency to Mr Hollande.
Most commentators expect him to

seek to become head of the leaderless
Union for aPopularMovement (UMP),
themain opposition party, this autumn
before standing in the 2017 presidential
election. “I have no doubt that he has

wanted to make a comeback from the
first day,” Michel Sapin, the finance
minister, said.
Yet Mrs Bruni-Sarkozy, 46, is said to

be pressing her tempestuous husband
to pursue his lucrative career as a con-
ference speaker, for which he earns
about €100,000 for each speech.
Mrs Bruni-Sarkozy emerged from

her experience as French first ladywith
adeepdislike for politics in general, and
forpolitical reporters inparticular. “She
can’t stand the nastiness, the hatred,”
the friend said. “She was wounded and
she is still mad with anger.”
Moreover, she is convinced that the

media wants “to skin her man alive”,
according to the news magazine Le
Point, and believes that journalists
would like to bury her with him. She is
particularly indignant over claims —
which she denies — that she wasted
public money on her charity, the Carla
Bruni Foundation, set up to combat
illiteracy.
Some observers believe that Mrs

Bruni-Sarkozy’s opposition has led her
husband to doubt whether he should
attempt a comeback. They point out

thathehasyet to tell anyone—evenhis
closest aides — if he intends to return.
However, other analysts say that

press reports of discord are part of a
strategy dreamt up by the couple them-
selves. They believe that Mr Sarkozy
wants to cast his return as a sacrifice of
domestic bliss for the sake of
France.
The centre-right leader

would have little difficulty
in winning the vote to be-
come the next head of the
UMP inNovember.The
only two candidates so
far are Bruno Le
Maire, the former
agriculture minister,
and Hervé Mariton,
the former minister
for overseas territo-
ries, neither of
whom matches Mr
Sarkozy’s record.
Yet obstacles

would remain on the road to the presi-
dential election. The UMP is planning
to hold a primary to choose its candi-
date, probably in 2016, and party
heavyweights such as François Fillon
andAlain Juppé, the formerprimemin-
isters, and Xavier Betrand, the former
health minister, have pledged to run.

All believe that Mr Sarkozy’s
comebackwill be thwarted by
his legal woes. The former
president was placed under
investigation in July on sus-

picion of influence-
peddling over alle-
gations that he
obtained insider
information from
the judiciary.
Other inquiries

threaten his
return, notably
into claims that he
received illegal
campaign dona-
tions from figures
including Colonel
Gaddafi. He denies
wrongdoing.

French parents see sinister side to sex equality in schools
Charles Bremner

Twelve million children in France
began the autumn school term yester-
day with the country’s new education
minister under attack from parents
who say that she is trying to erase all
differences between boys and girls.
President Hollande’s surprise

appointment last week of Najat
Vallaud-Belkacem, 36, a Moroccan-
born feminist, has unleashed a storm of
protest from Catholic and traditionalist
groups. She became a hate figure last
winter, while women’s rights minister,
when she promoted gender equality for
children.
Critics say that she is promoting sex-

equality lessons in primary schools as a
cover for indoctrinating children with
gender theory, an American concept
whichargues that boys andgirls acquire
their sexual identity from society rather

than their biology. They have called for
national protests on October 5.
Some hardliners perceive gender

theory as a means to promote homo-

sexuality and sexual deviation. The
Socialist minister has dismissed this as
fantasy.
Ms Vallaud-Belkacem was behind

experimental courses in 600 schools
last yearwhich taught that therewasno
reason that girls and boys could not
aspire to the same professions and pas-
times. The courses were halted after
ministry inspectors criticised their con-
tent—but theyhave been replaced this
year with an “action plan for boy-girl
equality” in all schools, plus training for
student teachers in gender equality.
“Totalitarian utopias have returned

in force to indoctrinate our children,”
said La Manif Pour Tous (Demo for
everyone), a movement formed two

years ago to oppose Mr Hollande's gay
marriage law. Ludovine de La Rochère,
its head, called Ms Vallaud-Belkacem’s
appointment “horrifying”.
Theminister,whohasalso inheriteda

parents’ revolt against a new half day of
classes, defended herself yesterday. “I
have never argued that there was no
difference between the sexes, but for
equality between girls and boys,” she
said, depicting herself as the victim of a
smear campaign. “What parent does
not want the same opportunities for
their daughter as for their son?”
She has her work cut out: as a leftist

of Muslim-Arab background, she
symbolises much that conservative
people deplore in modern France.

Driver fined for
scratching ear is
given a hearing
Italy
Philip Willan Rome

A magistrate has cheered Italy’s often
unruly motorists by overturning the
fine on a driver who took his hand off
the wheel to scratch his ear.
Justice Giuseppe Salerno, sitting in

Bari, threw out the fine for dangerous
driving, awarded costs of €337 (£266) to
themotorist, and fined the local council
€1,000 for harassment, leaving open
the option of recovering the money
from traffic police themselves.
The motorist, 35, was stopped in

heavy traffic on March 3. He went to
court to contest the punishment and
found a sympathetic ear inMr Salerno.
“Touching one’s ear while driving

does not amount to a deprivation of the
freedom or movement required for the
necessary manoeuvres of driving,” Jus-
tice Salerno wrote in his ruling.
The behaviour of the police was not

only illegitimate but bordered “on
harassment of the road user, who was
temporarily deprived of his liberty”.
News of the police’s discomfiturewas

widely welcomed in online comments.
Gabriele Bariletti, commenting on the
news website Blitz Quotidiano, was full
of praise for the independent-minded
magistrate. “Clonehim!He is oneof the
fewwho has not been bought up by the
local governments!” he enthused.

Najat Vallaud-
Belkacem: “smear
campaign victim”

Mrs Sarkozy-
Bruni came to
detest politics
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Beijing issues threat
over Hong Kong poll
Hong Kong
Jamie Fullerton Shanghai

Beijing has warned pro-democracy
campaigners in Hong Kong that
anyone striving for independence or a
deviation from socialist values “will not
have a political future”.
Li Fei, secretary-general of the body

that sits at the top of China’s parlia-
ment, issued the warning after Beijing
announced that it, and not Hong Kong
islanders, would choose the candidates
for the 2017 election of chief executive
of the former British colony.
Members of the legislative council

and protesters heckled, waved anti-
Beijing placards and were eventually
removed from the hall whereMrLiwas
speaking. Despite the dissent, he did
not shyaway fromunderliningBeijing’s
resistance to loosening its grip. Anyone
who aspired to “Hong Kong becoming
an independent political entity or [to]
change the socialist system will not
have a political future”, he said.
Hewasmetwith chants of: “The cen-

tral government broke its promise.
Shameless.” Protesters were escorted
out. Demonstrators tried to force their
way into the hall, with police using
pepper spray on at least four of them.
There was also a brief clash between
pro-Beijing and pro-democracy sup-
porters.
Mr Li was addressing Hong Kong

officials following Sunday’s announce-
ment about the format of the 2017 chief
executive election. The holder of the

post is effectively prime minister of the
island. Hopes of a democratic election
were crushed, with Beijing insisting
that candidates would need to be
approved by at least half of a largely
pro-party committee.
The protests took place the day after

activists inHongKongdeclared an “era
of civil disobedience”. The protest
group Occupy Central, which orga-
nised a pro-democracy rally in Hong
Kong on July 1 attended by about
500,000 people, has promised to occu-
py the financial district soon in
response to Beijing’s stubbornness.
Benny Tai Yui-ting, its leader, speak-

ing to thousands of supporters at a rally
onSunday, promised “wave afterwave”
of protest. The group said its occupa-
tion would take place within weeks.
Lee Cheuk-yan, a Labour party poli-

tician , said that there would be a “full-
scale fight” against Beijing’s decision,
with other members of the legislative
council saying they would attempt to
veto it.
Another protest, organised by

students, is to take place this month
outside government buildings in Hong
Kong’s Admiral area.
AlexChow, head of theFederation of

Students and one of the protesters
removed from the hall yesterday, said
that 11 colleges would be represented at
the protest. “If we go out on the
street,[Beijing] can either crack down
on us or change its proposal to give us
real democracy,” he said.
Leading article, page 20

Pakistan TV
is taken over
by protesters
Pakistan
Robin Pagnamenta Mumbai

Soldiers were guarding the offices of
Pakistan’s state television channel
yesterday after clashes between pro-
testers and police pushed the country
deeper into crisis.
General Raheel Sharif, the army

chief,metNawazSharif, theprimemin-
ister, to try to end three days of violence
inwhichat least threepeoplehavedied.
Protesters led by Imran Khan, the
opposition activist and former cricket-
er, and Tahir ul-Qadri, a firebrand cler-
ic, have called for the primeminister to
resign amid allegations of widespread
vote rigging in last year’s election.
Up to 300 protesters, some armed

with clubs, stormedPTV, themain state
television channel, yesterday and brief-
ly interrupted transmissions. They
were escorted from the building by
security forces.
International observers declared Mr

Sharif’s election in May last year as
credible, but the unrest has prompted
fears about stability in the nuclear-
armed country of 180 million people,
which is battlingan Islamist insurgency
as well as a separatist campaign by its
biggest state, Balochistan.
Themilitary, which has run Pakistan

for 33 of the 67 years since it gained
independence, said in a statement that
it viewed the current political crisis
with “serious concern”.

DOMINIC STEINMANN / REX

Uphill struggle Shepherds coax their sheep towards the village of Belalp during
a perilous eight-hour trek from summer grazing fields high in the Swiss Alps
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US trio appeal for release from N Korea

Three Americans held prisoner in
North Korea were permitted to appear
onUS televisionyesterday to appeal for
help in securing their freedom,prompt-
ing theUS government to request their
release on humanitarian grounds
Kenneth Bae, left, a Korean-Ameri-

canmissionarywho is serving a 15-year
sentence for “hostile acts” against the
North Korean government, is being
held in solitary confinement at a labour
camp. He suffers from diabetes, high
blood pressure and kidney stones, and
said: “My hands are numb and tingling
and it’s difficult sleeping at night, and I
was working in the field every day.”
Mr Bae, 44, and the two other Amer-

ican prisoners were allowed to speak to
CNN in the presence of North Korean
officials.
Matthew Miller, 24, who was ar-

rested in April and accused of tearing
up his tourist visa and seeking to claim

asylum in North Korea, and Jeffrey
Fowle, 56,whowas arrested inMayand
chargedwith leavinghisBible in ahotel
room, were also ushered, individually,
into a hotel room for five-minute inter-
views.
All three admitted their guilt and ap-

pealed to the American government to
secure their release. Jen Psaki, a
spokeswoman for the State Depart-
ment, said: “We continue to
work actively to secure
these three US citizens’
release,” and asked that
one of them, who was
not specified, be granted
a special amnesty to
seek medical care.
Washington repeatedly

called for the release of Mr
Bae, a South Korean-
born Christian, and
the State Depart-
ment said last night
that it was monitor-
ing their situation.

In summer last year, President Obama
was expected to dispatch Robert King,
the US special envoy for North Korean
humanrights issues, tonegotiate forMr
Bae’s freedom, but the invitation from
the North Korean government was re-
scinded.
Past efforts to secure the release of

Americans held in North Korea have
succeeded after visits to Pyongyang by
former presidents Jimmy Carter and
Bill Clinton. In recent years the most
prominent American visitor has been
the flamboyantbasketball starDennis
Rodman, who declared its ruler, Kim
Jong Un, a “friend for life” and asked
himto “domeasolidandcutKenneth
Bae loose”.

Yesterday North Korea
appeared to have fired a

short-range Scud into
theSeaof Japan, accor-

ding to news reports
quoting a South
Korean military
official.

It was 1950 and the communist threat
hadnever seemedgreater.NorthKorea
had just invaded its southern neigh-
bour, backed by Moscow, which had
exploded its first atomic bomb. Chair-
man Mao and his revolutionaries were
in power in China.
Itwas,Washington concluded, only a

matter of time before the Soviet Union
tried to invade Alaska. So the US
trained fishermen, animal trappers,
bush pilots and other civilians in the
northern state for a secret spy network,
according to newly declassified air
force and FBI documents.
Operation Washtub, headed by the

FBI director J Edgar Hoover, involved
placing the citizen-agents across the
state to spy on potential invaders. If
Alaska were attacked, the operatives
were to make their way to survival
stations where they would find radios
and message-coding equipment.
“The military believes that it would

be an airborne invasion involving
bombing and the dropping of para-
troopers,” one FBI memo said.
The plans for a rare deployment of

US civilians as spies on home soil
reveals the extent of anxiety in Wash-
ington over the prospect of Soviet
attack. Eighty-nine civilians, who were
paid up to $3,000 a year (about £18,000
today), were trained to translate coded
messages—“analmost impossible task
for backwoodsmen to master in 15
hours of training”, one document said.

Kim fury at British TV ‘conspiracy’

North Korea is notorious for its bellig-
erent pronouncements on what it sees
as the imperialist thuggery of the
United States, and for its threats of the
imminent fiery destruction of South
Korea and Japan.
Now theworld’s only totalitariandic-

tatorship has turned to television criti-
cism, with an excoriating and unex-
pected attack on a forthcoming British
drama series.
The National Defence Commission

(NDC), the highest organ of the state,
predicted that Britain faced “disgrace
and self-destruction” over a forthcom-
ing Channel 4 thriller series about an
international crisis centred on North
Korea. In characteristically blunt lan-
guage, it has demanded that the British
authorities “throw reactionary movies
into adumpingground”or faceunspec-
ified consequences.
The cause of this outrage is Opposite

Number, a ten-part thriller by the Brit-
ish playwright Matt Charman, which
was announced last month by Channel
4. It tells the story of a British nuclear
scientist takenprisoner inNorthKorea,
and the efforts of the UK and US gov-
ernments to prevent Pyongyang ex-
tracting fromhim their nuclear secrets.
Normally such a project, which still

lacks a cast and final funding, would
attract little attention— but in Pyong-
yang it has caused unexpected outrage
at the very highest level.
“The movie is nothing but a conspir-

atorial charade intended to give the im-
pression that the DPRK [Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea] nuclear
treasured sword for self-defence was

manufactured by ‘illegally acquiring’
nuclear technology from Britain,” a
statement by the NDC spluttered. “No
matter how desperately the producers
of the above-said TV channel— hooli-
gans and rogues under the guise of
artistes—may work to falsify the real-
ity, they can never hide the truth.”
The NDC is headed by the country's

supreme leader, Kim Jong Un, and the
statement leaves no doubt that it holds
David Cameron ultimately responsible
for the work of the film-makers. “The
gravity of the situation lies in that this

despicable burlesque is being orches-
trated at the tacit connivance, patron-
age and instigation by ‘Downing
Street’,” the statement, carried by the
state news agency, added.
It comes two months after a North

Korea spokesman—albeit amuch low-
er level — spoke out against The Inter-
view, a US comedy starring SethRogen
andJamesFrancoaboutan ineptplot to
assassinate Mr Kim. In North Korean
eyes, Channel 4’s planned drama is a.
feeble British attempt to copy this. “It is
not exaggeration to say that Britain is

the country with inborn disposition of
blindly copying the American-style
diplomacy,” the NDC said. “Reckless
anti-DPRK hysteria would only bring
disgrace and self-estruction. The Brit-
ish authorities should throw reaction-
arymovies nowbeing planned or in the
process of production into a dumping
ground without delay and punish the
chief culprits.”
The statement ended ominously:

“Britain would be well advised to judge
itself what consequences would be en-
tailed if it ignores theDPRK’swarning.”

US trained its
fishermen to
spy on Russia
United States
Devika Bhat Washington

North Korea
Richard Lloyd Parry

Kenneth Bae is
serving 15 years
for “hostile acts”
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A
s the players
emerge from
the tunnel,
the roar from
the crowd is

deafening and
Bollywood music pumps
from a loudspeaker
stack beneath plumes of
dry ice and dazzling
lights (Robin
Pagnamenta writes).
At the Sardar Patel

Stadium in Mumbai,
thousands of kabaddi
fans are pumped up for a
furious sporting
spectacle — and an
ambitious bid to
reinvent one of India’s
oldest games for the 21st
century.
Kabaddi is a mixture

of wrestling, tag and
gymnastics that
originated in northern
India. It is the national
sport of Nepal and
Bangladesh. Players
must take a breath,
charge the opposing
side, “tag” them and run
back shouting “kabaddi”
to show that they have
not inhaled. The game is
played by men and

women. India’s Pro-
Kabaddi League, which
was launched in July
and reached its climax
on Sunday night with
the victory of the Jaipur
Pink Panthers, has

proved a storming
success, officials and
players say.
In its first 15 days, the

annual league —
modelled on the Indian
Premier League (IPL)

cricket tournament —
was viewed on television
by 288 million people.
“[The] great thing

about kabaddi is that it
is a short, high-energy
sport full of twists and

turns and makes for
great TV,” said Ronnie
Screwvala, owner of U
Mumba, one of the eight
competing teams.
“The league is very

good for the sport,” said

Janardhan Singh Gehlot,
president of the
International Kabaddi
Federation. “It’s bringing
in money. Next year will
be even better.”
Although it has always

retained a cult following,
with 4,000 clubs, in
India kabaddi has always
been viewed as a poor
cousin of cricket — the
nation’s No 1 competitive
sport, whose top players
earn huge sums,
especially in the
television-friendly IPL.
Charu Sharma, the

founder of Pro Kabaddi
League, has used a
familiar formula for the
annual tournament,
which has been tailor-
made for TV with the
40-minute match given
maximum nightly
airtime by Star India, a
large cable-TV operator
owned by 21st Century
Fox, the entertainment
conglomerate run by
Rupert Murdoch that
was split last year from
News Corporation,
parent company of The
Times.
By giving control of

teams to Bollywood
stars such as Abhishek
Bachchan, the owner of
Jaipur Pink Panthers,
the league has
guaranteed high
audiences.
Opening night VIP

guests included the
actors Amitabh
Bachchan and Shah
Rukh Khan and Sachin
Tendulkar, the cricketer.
With players from India,
Japan, Bangladesh,
Indonesia, South Korea
and Iran, promoters
hope to attract
international viewers.

India’s
ancient
wrestling
game hits
big time

United States
Will Pavia New York





the times | Tuesday September 2 2014 FGM 29

Business
Back for
more pizza
Hugh Osmond
targets Strada
Page 31

Unfinished
business
Helsinki fury adds
to reactor doubts
Page 32

The difference
a day makes
Early start in the race
for a good education
China in Numbers, page 36

Draghi urged to act
as eurozone stutters
Philip Aldrick Economics Editor

Mario Draghi, the president of the
European Central Bank, has come
under increased pressure to take radi-
cal action to rescue the eurozone’s
economy this week after factory
activity came almost to a halt across
the single currency bloc last month.
The purchasing managers’ index

for manufacturing dropped to a 13-
month low of 50.7 in August, just above
the50mark that separatesgrowth from
contraction. Political tensions over
Ukraine and mounting economic fears
were blamed asGermany, France, Italy
and the Netherlands all slipped up.
Economists said that the ECB would

need to unveil a version of quantitative
easing on Thursday, after this week’s
policy meeting, and to signal that full-
scaleQEwas being prepared to fend off
deflation. Prices are rising at only
0.3 per cent annually in the currency
bloc, perilously close to negative, and
growth was flat in the second quarter.
Rob Dobson, chief economist at the

PMI survey compiler Markit, said:
“The slowdown in industry is likely to
add further fuel to the fire for analysts
expecting additionalmonetary or fiscal
stimulus to be implemented.”
Factory activity slipped to a 15-

month low in France, an 11-month low
in Germany, a 14-month low in Italy

and a 13-month low in theNetherlands.
French industry is shrinking rapidly,
with a reading of 46.9, and Italian
manufacturing slipped beneath the 50
watershed, at 49.8.
Suggesting that worse was to come,

the rate of growth in new orders
dropped to its lowest level in 14months
and jobs were cut at the fastest rate
since November.
“Although some growth is better

thanno growth at all, the braking effect
of rising economic and geopolitical
uncertainties on manufacturers is

becoming more visible,” Mr Dobson
said.
The eurozone’s problems are spilling

across the Channel to Britain, where
factory activity has dropped to its
weakest level in 14 months.
Economists believe thatMrDraghi is

considering money-printing to buy
asset-backed securities—suchas secu-
ritised mortgages — on Thursday. At
€50billion to €200billion, the scheme
would be smaller than quantitative eas-

ing inBritain and theUnited States and
would not include sovereign debt.
However, it could pave the way for full
QE in future.
Alan Higgins, UK chief investment

officer for Coutts private bank, said:
“Draghi might soon need to back up
words with firmer action. QE is certain
to be on the agenda.”
Gilles Moec, an economist at

Deutsche Bank, said that he expected
theECBto “firmly commit” topurchas-
es of asset-backed securities and to
acknowledge that “the probability of
full-scale QE is now higher”.
Others suggested that Mr Draghi

would wait before making his move,
having introduced a negative deposit
rate for banks and launched a cheap
fundingprogramme for small business-
es only in June.
“We believeDraghi will not be able to

convince the governing council to adopt
broad-based QE yet, but we think fur-
ther disappointments in inflation data
could do the trick,” economists at Bank
of America Merrill Lynch said.
Eurozone growth has disappointed

this year. Europe’s big three nations —
Germany, France and Italy — all re-
ported manufacturing job cuts last
month. Russian tit-for-tat sanctions
over Ukraine are taking their toll on
Germany, which has had strong trade
relations with Moscow.

They’re having a laugh Mario Draghi and President Hollande of France managed to put on brave faces in Paris yesterday

Perform a quick
kick out of play

H
ere’s a test for
Gabby Logan’s steely
negotiating skills. When
she’s not sticking a
microphone under

Usain Bolt’s nose, the BBC presenter
has a tidy little sinecure as a
director of Perform, the sports
media group that runs websites for
Chelsea and Aston Villa.
Along with the rest of Perform’s

board, the former host of Splash! has
been called upon unexpectedly to
justify her £48,000-a-year fee. The
company is in receipt of a cheeky
£702million takeover offer from
Len Blavatnik, its biggest
shareholder, who already owns
43 per cent (story, page 45).
Perform occupies a lucrative

niche as a middleman in sports
broadcasting. It buys rights to
popular events, from Serie Asoccer
to Australian Open tennis, and
supplies clips to bookies, traders and
media. It also has a collection of
online portals, such as Goal.com.
Mr Blavatnik has tabled his offer

at 260p a share, the same price at
which he floated Perform on the
stock market in the spring of 2011.
This is an unenticing proposition
from the Ukrainian-American
tycoon.
In its short life as a public

company, Perform benefited initially
from City excitement about all
things digital. Its shares more than
doubled, valuing the business at
more than £1.5billion and
prompting a fundraising last
summer at 480p a share to raise a
war chest for acquisitions. Then
came a profits warning, blamed on
dismal advertising revenue, that
prompted a 60 per cent crash and a
hasty exit for the finance director.
Mr Blavatnik’s offer is a peculiar

one. His advisers claim he doesn’t
really want to take the business
private, merely to buy a few more
shares — which he can’t do, under
Stock Exchange rules, without
issuing a formal bid. We’ve heard
this line before, though, from
bidders who used it to take control
of Rank, the casino operator, and of
HR Owen, the car dealer.
Perform’s rise and fall has been an

unedifying experience, particularly
for investors who subscribed for its
overpriced £115 cash-call last year.
Ms Logan and her colleagues
should kick Mr Blavatnik’s low-ball,
opportunistic offer into touch.

Price worth paying

What could you do with a
cheque for $17billion?
Build Wembley Stadium

ten times over? Foot the bill for all
prostitution and illegal drugs in
Britain for a year? Or pay Bank of
America’s fine for ripping off
investors by selling flawed securities
containing toxic sub-prime
mortgages?
The penalty, levied by the US

government ten days ago, was a

colossal sum. It has freaked out Neil
Woodford, the usually ice cool fund
manager whose impressive record at
Invesco Perpetual, his former
employer, brought him a
shaman-like following among
City investors.
Mr Woodford’s new go-it-alone

fund has sold its only significant
banking position — a stake in
HSBC — on the ground that “fine
inflation” in the banking industry
is running out of control (story,
page 40). He reckons that penalties
for Libor-rigging, money laundering,
sanctions-busting and rip-off
trading are being set according to
banks’ ability to pay, rather than on
the severity of their misdemeanours.
Since 2009, banks in the United

States and Europe have paid
$210billion in fines, according to a
tot-up by analysts at Morgan
Stanley, who reckon that the grand
total could increase by $75billion
over the next couple of years.
Whatever you may think of the
standard of ethics in banking, the
sheer scale of this transfer of money
from private to public hands gives
pause for thought.
JP Morgan has paid $39billion so

far, Lloyds has been hit to the tune
of nearly $20billion and Barclays
has coughed up $10billion. HSBC
has got off lightly at $7.5billion.
This “pick a number, any

number” approach to fines is
imperfect, but banks wouldn’t keep
getting slammed if they didn’t show
a cynical aptitude for rule-bending
and law-breaking. If influential
shareholders are worried about the
cost, then the money is hurting —
which can only be positive in
generating pressure for ethical
change.

Beating the odds

Welcome to the big time,
Dave Lewis. The new boss
of Tesco arrived in

Cheshunt to a bit of good news on
his first day: Moody’s, the ratings
agency, opted not to downgrade
Britain’s biggest supermarket chain
any further, in spite of Friday’s
profits warning (story, page 39).
Ranked at “Baa2”, Tesco’s credit is

on a par with the government of
Colombia’s and one level worse than
the financial reliability of Russia’s
national rail operator. But at least its
ranking is stable.
Mr Lewis has an unenviable task:

the shares have fallen by 38 per cent
in a year and conflicting advice is
arriving from all directions. Cut
prices! Invest in quality! Shut
superstores!
For those who bet on this sort of

thing, the odds suggest he will last
only three to four years, the same
tenure as his hapless predecessor.
For the sake of Tesco’s 510,000
employees, he needs to prove the
bookies wrong.

andrew.clark@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Andrew Clark
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UK factory activity is
weakest for 14 months
Page 35
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Eurozone: Mario Draghi,
president of the European
Central Bank, has come under
mounting pressure to take
radical action to rescue the
eurozone’s stalling economy
after factory activity came
almost to a halt across the
single currency bloc last
month. The purchasing
managers’ index for
manufacturing dropped to a
13-month low of 50.7 in
August, just above the 50 mark
that separates growth from
contraction. Political tensions
over Ukraine and mounting
economic fears were blamed as
Germany, France, Italy and the
Netherlands all slipped.
Ireland bucked the trend,
with manufacturing activity at
a 14-year high of 57.3. Page 29
UK industry: Manufacturing
suffered a setback last month
as mounting fears about the
crisis in Ukraine and concerns
about the eurozone took their
toll. Factory activity dropped
to its weakest level in 14
months in August after new
orders slumped to their lowest
since April 2013, last month’s
purchasing managers’ index
showed. The scale of the fall
took the markets by surprise,
causing the pound to lose
much of the gain made against
the dollar in early morning
trading. Page 35
China: The rise in activity in
the manufacturing sector
stumbled from a two-year high
last month as fiscal support
from Beijing began to fall and
as the Communist party
signalled that it was
comfortable with the level of
economic growth. Page 35

banking & finance
0.5%

HSBC: Neil Woodford, the
former star manager at
Invesco Perpetual who now
runs his own fund, offloaded
his entire holding in Britain’s
biggest bank, arguing that it
was facing the threat of further
regulatory fines that could
hinder its ability to increase
dividends. Mr Woodford, who
is thought to have recorded a
modest profit on the disposal,
had included HSBC in his new
fund, CFWoodford Equity
Income, which was launched
in June. HSBC was the first
bank he had owned shares
in since he famously
dumped his bank holdings in
2002. Page 32
Atlas Mara: The London-listed
acquisition vehicle set up by
Bob Diamond, the former chief
executive of Barclays, and
Ashish Thakkar, a Ugandan
billionaire, said that it had
extended an option agreement
to buy a stake in an
unidentified Nigerian financial
services company. Page 32
Smaller companies: Local
authority procurement is
“tilted in favour” of big
business, with as little as 4 per
cent of some councils’ budgets
going to small suppliers.
An analysis of spending by 158
local authorities over three
years found that almost
£10billion was spent with only
20 big companies, while 78,000

small companies shared just
over £11billion. Page 32
Pensions: Warnings of a
pensions crisis are resurfacing
as a survey suggests that
almost half the working
population have no form of
retirement provision. Apoll of
2,000 people carried out for
the Chartered Institute of
Payroll Professionals found
that 49 per cent were neither
members of a company
scheme nor had private
provision. The findings come
despite a government drive to
ensure that all companies
operate pension schemes for
their workforces by 2017.

construction &
property

0.58%

Berkeley: The housebuilder
focused on London and the
southeast said that since the
start of 2014 the market had
reverted to “normal
transaction levels”, providing a
stable trading environment,
after the high point in demand
reached in 2013. There have
been concerns of a slowdown
in the London housing market.
Tempus, page 38
Mortgages: Home loan
approvals dipped to 66,569 in
July, down from 67,085 in June,
according to figures from the
Bank of England. Page 35

consumer goods
0.93%

Luxottica: Andrea Guerra,
chief executive of the
spectacles group, stepped
down after falling out with the
Italian company’s founder and
chairman, Leonardo del
Vecchio.He will be replaced by
a trio of senior managers.

engineering
0.2%

Toyota: The Japanese
carmaker and its two Chinese
joint ventures sold about
78,500 vehicles in China in
August, up 8.9 per cent from a
year earlier, Toyota said. That
followed a 1.1 per cent
year-on-year fall in July and a
7.6 per cent drop in June. In
the first eight months of the
year, Japan’s biggest carmaker
sold about 619,200 vehicles in
China, up 9.7 per cent from a
year earlier.

health
0.51%

GlaxoSmithKline: Cipla, of
India, has launched an
anti-asthma inhaler in
Germany and Sweden that is a
generic version of Glaxo’s
Advair, a move that will
further dent sales of the British
company’s bestselling product.

leisure
0.29%

Kew Green Holdings: The
hotel company has become
InterContinental Hotels
Group’s largest Holiday Inn
franchise partner in Europe,
with 38 properties, after

completing the acquisition of
19 Holiday Inn hotels from
LRG Holdings. Keen bidding is
rumoured to have pushed the
final price past £100million,
well above the £70 million
guide price set by Christie +
Co, the agent on the sale.
Strada: Hugh Osmond’s Sun
Capital Partners is understood
to be in exclusive talks to
acquire the Italian restaurant
chain from Tragus Group for
up to £40 million. It is more
than a decade since the tycoon
cut his ties with PizzaExpress.
Page 31
YO! Sushi: Ambitions by the
conveyor-belt sushi bar
operator to conquer America
are back on track after its new
US franchisee signed leases on
three more sites, in Florida and
New Jersey. Page 31
KFC: After 50 years of selling
only fried food, the chicken
fast-food chain is to bring
“street food to the high street”
by adding slow-cooked pulled
chicken to its traditional menu.

media
0.93%

Monocle: Publishers of the
luxury magazine have sold a
minority stake to Nikkei, the
Japanese media group, in a
deal that values the publication
at $115 million. Tyler Brûlé,
Monocle’s founder and editor-
in-chief, said it was part of a
strategic partnership that
would increase the magazine’s
reach in Asia. Mr Brûlé’s
holding company, Winkontent,
retains more than 80 per cent
of the shares. Page 38

natural resources
0.5%

Gazprom: President Putin
oversaw the start of
construction on a pipeline that
is expected to ship $400 billion
of Russian gas to China in the
three decades after flows begin
in 2019. The 2,500-mile
pipeline, being built by the
state-controlled group, forms a
key part of the Kremlin’s
energy strategy, symbolising
Russia’s attempts to wean itself
off dependence on European
markets that account for most
of its exports.

professional &
support services

0.32%

KPMG: The Big Four auditor
has promised to do more to
ensure that women make it
into the higher echelons of its
business, after hiring or
promoting 52 new partners at
its British division. The
admissions take the number of
partners at KPMG to 613, of
whom 15 per cent, or 92, are
women, it said. Page 34
Quindell: The insurance
claims processing company’s
broker has hit back at claims
that Quindell is facing a
cashflow crisis. Canaccord
Genuity issued a strong
rebuttal of accusations of
financial discrepancies.Page 37
PerformGroup: Len Blavatnik
has offered to take the sports
rights companyprivate with a
cash bid pitched at 260p, the

price at which the business was
floated little more than three
years ago. The company raised
£115 million in 2013 to buy
Opta, the sport statistics
business, and the stock peaked
at almost 600p.However, it has
crashed by two thirds as
Perform has failed to live up to
its name. Page 37

retailing
1.49%

Tesco: Dave Lewis, the
supermarket group’s new chief
executive, declared that he was
in “listening” mode as he was
parachuted into the top job at
the struggling chain, a month
ahead of schedule. The former
executive of Unilever emailed
thousands of head office staff
and store managers, asking
for their thoughts and ideas.
Page 31
Nisa: The mutually owned
convenience store group
insisted there was no
Co-op-style crisis after
revealing it was parting
company with its two top
executives. It said that Neil
Turton, the chief executive,
would be leaving after 23 years
and Amanda Jones, the chief
operating officer, is quitting
after 18 months to take the
same role at Conviviality
Retail, the off-licence chain.
Page 33

telecoms
0.02%

Phones 4u: Vodafone became
the latest network to cut ties
with the mobile phone retailer.
Phones 4u has already seen
Three and O2 pull their
handset sales from its stores
and it faces an uncertain
future now that the mobile
group has also abandoned its
relationship in favour of a new
enhanced distribution contract
with Dixons Carphone. Page 36
America Movil: The wireless
provider controlled by Carlos
Slim, the Mexican billionaire,
has hired Bank of America to
sell certain phone assets as
part of a break-up plan to
appease Mexican lawmakers,
according to Bloomberg.
America Movil is attempting to
sell parts of its Mexican
operations to reduce market
share below 50 per cent and
avoid new regulations set to
curb its dominance.

utilities
0.35%

Nuclear energy: Doubts have
grown over the future of the
next generation of nuclear
reactors in Britain after the
announcement of a nine-year
delay in building the first one
in Finland. Areva, the French
group developing the plant at
Olkiluoto, said that it would
not be operational until 2018.
The announcement sparked
fury in Helsinki, which had
hoped to be receiving
electricity from the reactor in
2009. It may also cause jitters
in Downing Street, after the
decision to ask Areva to play a
central role in Britain’s next
nuclear reactors at Hinkley
Point in Somerset.
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The second of August’s
purchasing managers’ indices
is published this morning.
For July, the reading for

construction, which accounts
for 6.3 per cent of national
output, was an exceptionally
strong 62.4. It is expected to
dip to 61.5 for August. The
sector has been outperforming
in the PMIs on the back of the
revival in housebuilding. The

July PMI signalled that
housebuilding that month
grew at its fastest since 2003.
The manufacturing PMIs

for August disappointed.
Tomorrow, the services PMIs
complete the set and will give
a better indication of
whether the UK is on track
to repeat the 0.8 per cent
three-monthly growth rate of
the previous two quarters.

The day ahead

1,150$

1,050

950

850

750

650

550

450

350

250

150

2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014

Palladium rose to a 13 and a half year high of $909.75 an ounce on fears
that Western sanctions against Russia over the Ukraine crisis could hit
supplies. Russia produces 40 per cent of global output of the chemical
element that is used in catalytic converters.

Graph of the day
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Company Change

Seeing Machines Atie-up in Japan 30.8%
Perform Atakeover offer 26.4%
Dixons Carphone Arival is struggling 6.9%
ITV Reheated bid speculation 3.6%
BAESystems Apush by Merrill Lynch 2.5%
HSBC Awell-followed fund manager sells his holding -0.7%
Tesco Alarge investor hacks back its stake -1.9%
WmMorrison The sector remains under pressure -2.3%
Afren Unsettled still by an internal investigation -3.0%
Exova Faces ejection from an index -6.7%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure
Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Shanta Gold (resources HY) $7.7m (-$1.4m) 0c

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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The new chief executive of Tesco
said that he was in “listening” mode as
he was parachuted into the top job at
the supermarket chain yesterday, a
month ahead of schedule
“I am looking forward to getting

around the business and doing a lot of
listening,” Dave Lewis told The Times,
before addressing head office staff in
Cheshunt and inWelwyn Garden City,
Hertfordshire.
The 49-year-old former Unilever

executive sent emails to thousands of
head office staff and store managers
yesterday, asking for their thoughts
and ideas. “I want to hear what you

thinkwe could do differently or better,”
he said.
Mr Lewis, who said that he couldn’t

“be more excited to be joining Tesco”,
appeared to indicate that repairing the
British business was his first priority.
“You will know only too well that it has
not been an easy time for our business,”
he said.
“The retail market in all the

countries where we operate has be-
come extremely tough, and is changing
faster than ever. We are losing market
share inour largestmarket andweneed
to address this with urgency.
“We have to take our destiny in our

own hands and be absolutely focused
on delivering the best possible experi-

ence for our customers. She or he will
reward us if we constantly put them
first.”
Mr Lewis has replaced Philip Clarke,

who was ousted last month after he
failed to stema decline inmarket share,
profits and sales. Tesco, like other big
supermarkets, has struggled to contend
with Aldi and Lidl, the German dis-
counters. He has worked in the United
States, as well as in central and eastern
Europe, and is a former chairman of
Unilever’s UK and Ireland business.
With a career spent at the consumer

goods group and without the conven-
tional financial background that most
chief executives hold—not tomention
a lack of retail experience —Mr Lewis

used his first interview tomake a virtue
of his inexperience.
“I am wonderfully naive about some

of the stuff that is going to come, but
that is fine, it has served me well up to
now,” he told the Evening Standard.
Tesco’s board moved to give Mr

Lewis room to manoeuvre by slashing
the interim dividend by three quarters
and cutting investment on Friday. It
sent the chain’s shares to the top of the
FTSE 100’s loser board, closing more
than 6 per cent lower. The shares con-
tinued to fall yesterday, closing down
1.9 per cent, as investors responded to
Harris Associates, a leading US inves-
tor, revealing over the weekend that it
had sold more than half of its stake.

Lewis promises urgent action to revive Tesco on home ground
Richard Fletcher, Alex Ralph

It’s up in the air, but Osmond set for second
bite of pizza market with £40m Strada deal

Still passing
the taste test
Behind the story

W
hen Peter Boizot
returned to
Britain in the
early 1960s
after travelling

around Europe, he realised that
there was nothing to compare
with the pizzas he had eaten in
the trattorias of Florence
(Dominic Walsh writes). The
opening of his first PizzaExpress,
in Wardour Street, Soho, in 1965
launched a British love affair that
endures to this day.
While PizzaExpress, which has

just fallen into Chinese hands,
remains the sector’s big brother,
the appetite for pizzas has
spawned everything from
unashamed copies, such as
ASK Italian, to innovative
newcomers, like The Stable.
Its high street appeal is all the

more remarkable, given the
competition from takeaway
operators such as Domino’s,
Pizza Hut and Papa John’s and
the improving quality of
supermarket pizzas, including a
PizzaExpress-branded line.
According to a recent report

on the British restaurant market
by Allegra Foodservice, there are
1,347 branded pizza restaurants
in the country, equating to a
third of the branded full-service
market, with takeaway brands
accounting for another 1,365
outlets.
The report suggests that pizza

is “inoffensive to everyone”,
crossing ethnic, social and
generational barriers.
Peter Backman, managing

director of Horizons, a food
service consultancy, said that
pizza chains appealed to
Britons’ growing taste for
informality. “Today’s diners want
something reliable and more
casual than they have in the
past,” he said. “Successful Italian
and pizza brands are somewhere
you can take the family, meet
friends or dine alone in. They
tend to be open all day and,
crucially, the consumer knows
what they are getting and how
much it will cost.”

On the menu

12 inches
Width of a Strada pizza

10.5 inches
Width of a PizzaExpress
pizza

£900m
Paid by China’s Hony Capital
for PizzaExpress

£1.4bn
Total UK sales of pizza
restaurants/takeaways
Source: Times research

More than a decade after cutting his
ties with PizzaExpress, Hugh Osmond
looks set for a return to the world of
high street pizza restaurants after en-
tering exclusive talks to acquire the
Strada chain for about £40million.
MrOsmond,whowithLuke Johnson

and David Page turned PizzaExpress
into a stockmarket darling in the 1990s,
is understood tohave drawnupplans to
revitalise the Strada format with the
aim of kickstarting expansion.
Sun Capital Partners, his private

equity vehicle, is buying the brand and
up to 40 restaurants from Tragus
Group, the Café Rouge and Bella Italia
operator undergoing a painful restruc-
turing.The takeover isunderstood tobe
contingent on the completion by Tra-
gus of a company voluntary arrange-
ment that will enable it to shed 30 to 40
uneconomic leasehold restaurants and
more than £260million of debt.
Tragus, controlled by a consortium

of investors led by Apollo Global Man-
agement and ledby its newchief execu-
tiveSteveRichards,will be leftwith 200
restaurants, downfrom300,although it
has 12 new sites in the pipeline this year
under the Café Rouge and Bella Italia
brands.

Mr Osmond, who is thought to have
secured adeal aheadof rivals, including
Prezzo and Nando’s, is rumoured to be
undecided over whether to retain the
Strada name, which has lost its lustre in
recent years amid an avalanche of price
promotions and a growing reliance on
frozen ingredients. One analyst said:
“Strada once had a reputation for being
a bitmore premiumand having awider
menu than its pizza-based rivals. But as
the economy went south, corners were
cut and its restaurants were starved of
investment.”
Theanalyst said thebrand“no longer

knowswhat it’s supposed tobe”, adding:
“There’s a place for an all-day Italian
café with a modern look and a menu
with fewer, higher-quality, freshly pre-
pared items, but whether it will be
called Strada remains to be seen.”

Dominic Walsh

Basket case?
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6YO! Sushi’s ambition to conquer
America is back on track after its
franchise partner signed leases on
three sites in New Jersey and
Florida. One.23 Entertainment
Group, which has agreed to open
50 outlets over the next six years,
has secured sites at malls in
Sarasota, Tampa and Short Hills,
New Jersey. Its first site, announced
in May, is also in New Jersey, at
Westfield Garden State Plaza.

Stradawas once owned byMr Johnson,
Mr Osmond’s erstwhile university
friend and business partner. He sold it
in 2005 for £57 million to Richard Car-
ing, the leisure entrepreneur, who 18
months later sold it to Tragus, then
owned by Blackstone, in a £140 million
deal.
At its peak, Strada had more than 70
outlets, but that has been whittled

downtocloser to50.Theauc-
tion, which is being han-
dled by Zolfo Cooper,
comprises the 35 best-
performing restaurants,
though it is understood
Mr Osmond may be
taking as many as
40.
Neither Mr Os-

mond or Tragus could
be reached for comment.be

Hugh Osmond,
below left, David
Page and Luke
Johnson blazed a
trail at
PizzaExpress in
the 1990s, which

still has a strong
presence across
the country. Mr
Osmond will be
hoping to repeat
the trick at
Strada
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Star fund
manager
cashes out
of HSBC

Neil Woodford has dumped his entire
shareholding in HSBC amid concerns
that Britain’s biggest bank faces further
heavy fines that could hamper its abil-
ity to increase dividends.
The former star manager at Invesco

Perpetual, who now runs his own
£2.65billion fund, described HSBCas a
“challenged business in a troubled
sector”.
Citing the risk of what he dubbed

“fine inflation”, Mr Woodford said he
was worried that HSBCcould be facing
bumper fines for its alleged role in the
Libor scandal and in the alleged mani-
pulation of the foreign exchange
markets. He pointed to the $1.9billion
HSBCpaid two years ago to settle
charges that it had failed to prevent
Mexican drug cartels using its bank
accounts to launder money.
WithBankofAmericahaving to shell

out $16.7 billion last month to settle
allegations that it mis-sold mortgages
in the run-up to the financial crisis,
fines appeared to be increasing and
were based more on banks’ ability to
pay, “rather than on the extent of the
transgression”, Mr Woodford com-
plained. “The size of any potential fine
is unquantifiable, so this represents an
unquantifiable risk. Nevertheless, a
substantial fine could hamper HSBC’s
ability to grow its dividend, in my view.
“Ihave, therefore, sold the fund’s

position in HSBC, reinvesting the pro-
ceeds into parts of the portfolio in
which I have greater conviction.” He

pointed to shares in AstraZeneca, BAE
Systems, Drax and Legal & General as
offering better value.
HSBC declined to comment on Mr

Woodford’sdisposaloronhisargument
about potential fines and the dividend.
It has told shareholders that it is
responding to requests for information
from regulators over Libor and is co-
operating with inquiries into foreign
exchange investigations.
The bank is not thought at present to

be facing a substantial fine for any rule
breaches involving the Libor bench-
markand is not believed tobeanymore
exposed than other institutions to the
forex scandal.
Mr Woodford said that he began to

buy HSBC shares in May last year,
when he was still at Invesco. He accu-
mulated the holding in his new fund,
CF Woodford Equity Income, in the
run-up to its launch in mid-June. His
stake represented 2.68 per cent of his
fund’s £1.6 billion value at launch, or
about £42.88million. HSBC shares
have since risen by nearly 6 per cent
and Mr Woodford is thought to have
made a profit of about £2.4million dur-
ing the two months or so that he held
them.
While he was at Invesco, Mr Wood-

ford gained a fearsome reputation as a
skilled stockpicker. He also enhanced
his reputation by selling all of his bank
stakes in 2002, well before the arrival of
the financial crisis.
His “sell” call on HSBC sent the

bank’s shares more than 1 per cent
lower formost of theday, although they
recovered slightly to close 4½p down
at 647½p.

Miles Costello

‘A substantial fine could
hamper HSBC’s ability
to grow its dividend’
Neil Woodford

Construction of the new reactor at the Olkiluoto nuclear plant in western Finland has been delayed amid a breakdown in communications between contractors

HEIKKI SAUKKOMAA/REUTERS

Finnish delay fuels British reactor doubts
Doubts have grown over the future of
the next generation of nuclear reactors
in Britain after the announcement of a
nine-year delay in building the first one
in Finland.
Areva, the French group developing

thenew-generationEuropeanPressur-
isedReactor facility atOlkiluoto inFin-
land, said that it would not be opera-
tional until 2018.
The announcement sparked fury in

Helsinki, whichhadhoped to be receiv-
ing electricity from the reactor in 2009.
It may also cause jitters in Downing
Street, after thedecision to askAreva to
play a central role in Britain’s next
nuclear reactors at Hinkley Point in
Somerset.
Arevanotonlydesigned theunits but

also is due to deliver the steam supply
systems and the instrumentation and
control systems. The latter are at the
heart of the Finnish delays.
The £16billion plant at Hinkley

Point C will be built by EDF Energy,

Areva’s French partner, which had
hoped to have it ready for 2021. How-
ever, the timetable has already slipped
and may fall back further after a Euro-
pean Commission inquiry into state
subsidies for the project.
French sources insist there is no rea-

son to assume that the Hinkley Point
reactors will run into the quicksand

thathashit theFinnishoperation.They
blame the fiasco at Olkiluoto on the
breakdown of communications with
Teollisuuden Voima, the Finnish elec-
tricity group that ordered the reactor.
Areva says TVO took four years to

approve the reactor’s instrumentation
and control system, twice as long as ex-

pected. “The principal driver of recent
delays to the project has been the reac-
tor instrumentationandcontrol system
approval,” Areva said.
French sources say there areno tech-

nical problems with the EPR unit in
Finland and that projects to build simi-
lar reactors inChina andFrance “made
substantial progress this year”. Al-
though the Finnish project was known
to be running late, Areva had refused to
give a completion date until yesterday.
With the final costs of the Olkiluoto

reactor likely to be double the original
figure of €3.2billion, the French group
is in the firing line. “The delays are
because the planning of the plant has
taken needlessly long,” Jouni Silven-
noinen, TVO’s project chief, said.
The row over the delay has already

resulted in litigation, with the Inter-
nationalChamberofCommerce study-
ing claim and counterclaim from TVO
and Areva. TVO is demanding €1.8 bil-
lion in compensation. Areva and Sie-
mens, the German group that has a
27 per cent stake in the consortium

building the EPR in Olkiluoto, are de-
manding€2.7billionon theground that
the Finnish group is to blame.
The project is also straining relations

between Areva and Siemens, which
blamed the delay on the French group.
Siemens said it was on course to com-
plete its part of the deal— for the non-
nuclear part of the plant — on time.
Areva has already booked losses of

€3.9billion in connection with the
Finnish project. It said that the latest
delay would not add to that sum.
6The original and now-defunct Hin-
kley Point A atomic power station and
11 other Magnox generators and nu-
clear sites have been handed over to
Babcock, the engineering group, in a
£4.2 billion clean-up contract.
Babcock won the contract from the

Nuclear Decommissioning Agency
through itsCavendishNucleardivision,
a combine of several acquired nuclear
engineering businesses. The 13½-year
contract is to bedelivered in a joint ven-
ture with Fluor, the American energy
engineering group.

Adam Sage Paris

Diamond’s fund aims for
African banking hat-trick

Small traders lose out in
battle for council business

The fund co-founded by BobDiamond
has told investors that it is in the final
stages of buying a third African bank-
ing business that would expand its
interests into Nigeria.
AtlasMara, the London-listed acqui-

sition vehicle set up by Mr Diamond,
the former chief executive of Barclays,
and Ashish Thakkar, a Ugandan bil-
lionaire, said yesterday that it had
extended an option agreement to
buy a stake in an unidentifiedNi-
gerian financial services com-
pany.
In a statement to the

market, Atlas Mara,
which was re-listed in
the UK only last
month, said that it
would “review” a de-
cision on buying the

holding andwould have to reach a final
decision on the acquisition by Sunday.
According to a prospectus published

by the company last month on its list-
ing, Atlas Mara has pledged to invest
$275million in buying a “non-control-
ling stake in a publicly traded African
financial institution with operations in
Nigeria and certain other countries in
West Africa”.
If the fund opts against taking up its
option, AtlasMara must pay a “break
fee” of $2.5million to compensate
the unnamed investor fromwhich it
is buying the stake.

AtlasMarahas raiseda total of
$825million indebtandequi-
ty capital to fund its acquisi-
tion plans that have seen it
buy the Rwandan govern-
ment development bank
and the German-listed in-
vestment vehicle ADC,
which owned several
banking operations
across Africa.

Harry Wilson

Local authority procurement is “tilted
in favour” of big business, with as little
as 4 per cent of some councils’ budgets
going to small suppliers.
An analysis of spending by 158 local

authorities over three years found that
almost £10billion was spent with only
20 big companies, while 78,000 small
companies shared just over £11billion.
The Centre for Entrepreneurs, the

think-tank that commissioned the re-
search, said that local authorities must
take steps to make it easier for small
suppliers to win business.
It added that procurement perform-

ance varied widely between councils.
Barnsley and Sheffield councils were
the worst, with just over 4 per cent of
their respective spending going to
smaller companies. Manchester City
Council delivered only 6.5 per cent.
The average of 12.5 per cent of local

government budgets that go to suppli-
ers with fewer than 50 staff is half of

central government’s SME procure-
ment target.
The centre called for every authority

to publish a pipeline of contracts be-
coming available in the coming year
and for each to have a clear policy and
outreach programme to engage with
local business owners.
Luke Johnson, the chairman of the

think-tank, said: “Although central
government has an explicit strategy to
do more business with small firms, the
same cannot be said for local author-
ities, so performance varies widely.
Given the opportunity, small, entrepre-
neurial firms are proving they can cut
costs and drive innovation in the public
sector, while boosting their local eco-
nomies.”
Monmouthshire County Council, in

Wales, was the best performer, with
25.6 per cent of its direct spending
being awarded to small businesses. The
think-tank called this a “substantial
achievement” and said councils should
follow Monmouthshire’s example.

James Hurley

Bob Diamond helped
to found Atlas Mara
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Nisa rejects
talk of crisis
as executives
head for exit
Dominic Walsh

Nisa insisted last night that there
was no Co-op-style crisis after the
mutually owned convenience store
group revealed it was parting company
with its two top executives.
In a surprise announcement, Nisa

said that Neil Turton would be leaving
next spring after 23 years with the busi-
ness to take up a “senior position in a
non-competing business”.
Meanwhile, Amanda Jones, the

group’s chiefoperatingofficer, isquitting
after 18 months to take the same role at
Conviviality Retail, the Bargain Booze
off-licencechain.ChristopherBaker, the
chairman, said it was “testament to the
success of Nisa . . . that our top talent is
the target of other companies”.
Like theCo-op,Nisahasnotbeen free

of turmoil. In 2006, amergerwithCost-
cutter was aborted after rebellious
shareholders called in theOffice of Fair
Trading. Two months ago, Costcutter
severed its 27-year relationship with
Nisa to jump into bed with Palmer &
Harvey, another wholesaler.
Mr Baker praised Mr Turton for

leading Nisa through “some seismic
changes”, while praising Ms Jones for
her contribution in “initiating the
transformation of Nisa’s journey from
wholesaler to retailer”.
The group said that the news came in

“a year of significant change”. The com-
pany is relaunching more than 1,300
lines in its own-label Heritage range
and said that there had been a 50 per
cent increase in sales across the pies
and pastries lines launched in June.
It also introduced new store formats

and re-engineered its distribution ser-
vice to achieve an “on-time” delivery
rate of 96 per cent. Themutual supplies
2,500 independent stores nationwide
and itsmembership has grown bymore
than 700 stores in the past 12 months.
Mr Baker said that the board had put

in place a “robust transition strategy”
and immediately would launch the
search for an experienced retailer to
“take Nisa to the next stage in its
development”.
Mr Turton is due to outine the Nisa

growth strategy to members at its
annual conference in Vienna next
month, where the former Justin King,
the former Sainsbury’s chief executive,
will be the keynote speaker.
In April, Nisa, which stands for

Northern Independent Supermarkets
Association, reported sales up 10.5 per
cent to £1.58 billion in the year to
March 31, and volumes up 12.9 per cent.

Alexandra Frean

America recently passed Russia
and Saudi Arabia to become
the world’s top energy producer

and the country is awash with crude,
thanks to the fracking techniques that
have allowed it to extract oil and gas
from previously untappable shale
formations, particularly the Bakken
Shale in North Dakota.
The infrastructure for transporting

energy hasn’t kept up with
production, though, and in the
absence of enough pipelines to take
the oil and gas to refineries and other
customers, rail has picked up some of
the slack, carrying an average of
16,000 car-loads of crude products a
week. That compares with 9,500 in
the whole of 2008.
That’s great news for rail companies,

which, having suffered a 23 per cent
fall in coal shipments since 2008, are
enjoying the extra business.

Beneficiaries include Warren Buffett’s
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway
and its rival freight carrier Union
Pacific, shares of which have risen by
36 per cent in the past 12 months. It’s
also been good for makers of rail tank
cars, including Trinity Industries
(shares up 126 per cent in the past
year), American Railcar Industries
(up 122 per cent), Greenbrier
Companies (up 208 per cent) and
Freight Car America (up 60 per cent).
It’s less good news for the people

who live along the railway lines,
confronted by a string of derailments,
spills and explosions, including a blast
in Canada last year that killed 47
people. In 2013 alone, more than
1.15million gallons of crude oil were
spilt from rail cars, according to the
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration. That’s more
than was spilt in the nearly four

decades since the federal government
began collecting such data. New
pipelines are being built, but
regulatory approval for these can be
slow. In the meantime, the federal
government has just introduced new
safety regulations on rail transport of
oil, covering tank car design,
operating speed and appropriate
routing. That, however, is unlikely to
be the end of the matter and oil
companies can expect further
obstacles.
As Edward Hamberger, president of

the Association of American
Railroads, says, the effect of the new
regulations on other freight
customers and passenger trains
remains to be seen. “Picture yourself
behind a hay wagon on a country
road,” he says. “Trains don’t just put
on a turn signal and zip around
each other.”

The train takes the strain of America’s new oil boom

The challenge
in writing about
the US Congress
today is to avoid
making American

lawmakers look idiotic. Believe me,
it’s hard.
It’s not that they are stupid, or lazy

— most are neither. It’s just that
partisan gridlock has reached such
ludicrous levels that Congress is
unable to pass any significant
legislation or even compromise on
issues that should not be contentious
or have become flashpoints for all the
wrong reasons.
Take the spat surrounding

Export-Import Bank of the United
States, which will be forced to close its
doors soon unless Congress votes to
reauthorise it by the end of this
month. As November’s mid-term
elections approach, this obscure
federal agency, which has the simple
task of supporting US exports by
financing and insuring foreign
purchases of American goods for
customers unable or unwilling to
accept the credit risks of such deals,
has become a focal point of political
debate. This despite large bipartisan
majorities in congress routinely
reauthorising the bank for decades.
The Obama administration says

that the agency, which supports
American corporations in much the

same way that UK Export Finance
backs British companies, helps
thousands of home-grown businesses
to sell more of their products and
services overseas, “creating jobs at
home . . . at no extra cost to the
taxpayer”. Republican and Tea Party
opponents call it a prime example of
“corporate welfare” and “crony
capitalism”, one that exemplifies
federal over-reach and puts special
interests ahead of the national interest.
The political arguments over the

reauthorisation of the bank,
which was established by
Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1934, have
crystallised around the air transport
sector.
Take Boeing, the aircraft

manufacturer that, as the agency’s
biggest beneficiary, accounted for
nearly a quarter of its guarantees last
year (that’s why, incidentally, some
conservatives derisively refer to the
agency as the Bank of Boeing).
Research from Standard & Poor’s

suggests that if the Export-Import
Bank is not reauthorised, Boeing
Capital, the manufacturer’s financing
division, could be confronted with
demand for new financing rising from
about $3.5billion to as much as
$9billion, potentially draining it of
capital and resulting in its credit
rating being lowered.
Boeing has been lobbying hard for

the bank’s renewal, noting that than
80 per cent of all the commercial
aircraft it builds go to customers
outside America. It notes that the
bank’s track record in risk
management would be the envy of any
commercial bank, with a default rate
of less than 2 per cent historically and
less than a quarter of 1 per cent last
year. In addition, it says, Ex-Im sent
more than a billion dollars to the
US Treasury last year, generated by
fees charged to overseas customers for
its loan guarantees.
Air industry opponents of the bank,

including Delta and other domestic
airlines, say they are at risk because
Ex-Im gives foreign carriers the
ability to purchase new, wide-body
aircraft with finance rates and
preferential loan terms that are not
available to US companies. In other
words, US airlines are forced to
compete unsubsidised with foreign
airlines that receive a subsidy backed
by American taxpayers. Ouch. An
alternative, they say, is to do more to
draw private capital into such
financing and create a fairer market.
There are merits in both

arguments, but what is missing from
the “big government v small
government” debate swirling around
the bank is a long, hard examination
by politicians of what American
business would look like without
some form of government-backed
trade finance at a time when such
agencies are deeply entrenched in
other countries. Congressional
opponents of the bank may not like
that fact, but it is what it is.
Without the Export-Import Bank,

Boeing warns that “customers who
need loan guarantees will just turn to
Airbus”. You bet they will, at least
many of them will. The latest
available figures, from 2011, indicate
that Airbus has about a quarter of its
deliveries backed by
export credit
agencies in
Britain, France
and Germany.

‘‘

’’

Congress is managing to lose what
should be a win-win argument
Alexandra Frean is US Business Editor of The Times

Boeing could pay dearly for a closure of the Export-Import Bank by Washington

STEPHEN BRASHEAR/GETTY IMAGES
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KPMG takes aim
at the glass ceiling
One of the Big Four auditors has
promised to do more to ensure that
women make it into the higher eche-
lons of its business, after hiring or pro-
moting 52 new partners at its British
division.
The admissions take the number of

partners at KPMG to 613, of whom
15 per cent, or 92, are women, it said
yesterday.
That ranks KPMG alongside

Deloitte in terms of the percentage of
women who have reached partner
level, with the higher earnings and
share of the annual profits that this
tends to bring. In the cases of PwC and
EY, 17 per cent of their partners are
women.
All four have pledged to increase the

number of women partners as part of a
drive to smash the glass ceiling and
ensure that therearemore femaleexec-
utives inBritain’s boardrooms.Deloitte,
whose percentage of female partners
was flat last year, has committed to
ensure that 25 per cent are women by
2020.
As he announced the new partners,

Simon Collins, KPMG’s UK chairman,
said: “This is not where we want to be.
However, I am pleased that we have
seen more than double the number of
successful female partner candidates
this year comparedwith2013.A thirdof
our newly promoted partners are
women,which is a testament toa signif-

icant effort to remove any barriers to
the best talent coming through.”
MrCollins said thatKPMGwould be

putting more pressure on the head-
hunters and recruitment agencies that
it employs to make sure that they pro-
mote diversity in the candidates they
supplied. “While we have seen results
internally, there is more work to be
done on our external hires,” he said.
KPMG was working hard to make

sure that as wide a variety of people as
possible gained entry into the profes-
sion,MrCollins said, including through
its graduate and school-leavers recruit-
ment programme, which took on 1,000
people this year.
Of the new partners at KPMG,

29 were promoted internally, with 23
coming either from rivals or wider
industry, including fromsectors suchas
cyber security anddigital technology. It
also said that a third of its new partners
were specialists in financial services.
KPMGwas the last of the Big Four to

detail itsnewpartners. InJune,Deloitte
said that it had named 65 newpartners,
taking its total to 966. In July, PwC said
it had added 53 partners and now had
870, while EY said that it had hired or
promoted 68 people as partners, bring-
ing its total to 628.
Mr Collins said the number of part-

ners recruited demonstrated KPMG’s
optimism about its future growth
against a backdrop of economic recov-
ery and a resurgence in dealmaking
among corporate clients.

An executive who knows the
nitty-gritty of one of Britain’s
top global aviation

companies has been hired to
oversee the work of the taxman.
HM Revenue &Customs has

appointed Simon Ricketts as a non-
executive to a board where the
independent part-timers are led by
the chairman, Ian Barlow, a former
partner at KPMG.
Mr Ricketts, above, is chief

information officer at Rolls-Royce,
the aircraft engine maker, where
he has been since 2010 and is

accountable for information
technology. He has also held
senior roles at Cadbury
Schweppes and British Steel.
Also joining HMRC in the

same board role will be
Mervyn Walker, 65, a
former head of human
resources at British
Airways but now a
professional
non-executive.

Business big shot

name simon
ricketts
age 59
position
non-executive
director,
hmrc

patterson makes quite an
impression in interview
Management Today has gone all
weak at the knees at the sight of
Gavin Patterson, the mullet-haired
chief executive of BT. Its interview
with Mr Patterson starts by
describing him as “so handsome
and well groomed he should be
heading Armani, not a vast, techy
monolith like BT”. It didn’t stop
there: “Slim, tall, chisel-jawed,
dark-eyed, luxuriant-haired, gentle
and genial in manner, the
46-year-old seems altogether too
glossy a package to be heading a
crusty FTSE 100 giant.” Poor Ben
Verwaayen, BT’s former chief
executive, was described as
“pixie-sized”. Perhaps they should
offer Mr Patterson a new job as
their monthly centrefold model.

start as you mean to go on
Most of us mere mortals were
dropped off on our first day of
university in our parents’ Ford
Focus, filled to the brim with
Pot Noodles or super noodles
(depending on your
preference), baked
beans and beers. Now,
students who want to be
the envy of their peers
can turn up in a private
jet, a helicopter, even a
horse and carriage. Or

can they? Uni Baggage claims to
have launched the Very Important
Fresher service to help them to
travel in style — which, in some
cases, will cost only £25,000. We
have reservations not only about
how impressed students will be
when a new housemate turns up in
a horse and carriage but also
whether Twitter followers are right
— and the service is a spoof.

back in the gaffe
Howard Archer, whose daily
commentary on economic data
arrives as reliably as the tides, has
returned after a holiday. However,
IHS’s economist clearly was still in
vacation mode and failed to notice
an error in his comment on the
Bank of England’s mortgage data:
“Sorry — but I have not managed to
eradicate my propensity for gaffes
while on holiday. There should have
been a paragraph deleted in the
consumer credit section, which was
from last month.” Oops.

practise what you preach
The executive search firm that
hired Rupert Soames for the top job
as Serco has struck again, this time
for itself. Zygos, which searches for
chief executives et al, has poached
Luke Meynell from its rival Russell
Reynolds Associates to become a
managing partner from January.

CITY PEOPLE
The feuds, the faces and the farcical

Kathryn Hopkins@_kathrynhopkins
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Global troubles
force slowdown
on domestic
factory floor

Demand for property in parts of the
country has reverted from soaring to
normal levels, according to the bosses
of one of the southeast’s biggest house-
builders.
While stopping short of calling the

top of themarket onhouse prices, Tony
Pidgley, the chairman and founder of
Berkeley Group, told the company’s
annualmeeting in Surrey that since the
start of the financial year the market
had “reverted to normal transaction”
levels from its high point in 2013.
Rob Perrins, the chief executive,

added that last year’s surge in demand
had been unsustainable and that it had
since returned to normal levels.
At Berkeley’s annual meeting, share-

holders voiced their disapproval at

boardroompay,with8per cent refusing
to back its forward-looking remunera-
tion policy and about the same number
voting against its backward-looking
pay report. More than 5 per cent of
shareholders voted against the reap-
pointment of Mr Pidgley.
Total executive pay increased from

£9.78million in 2013 to £10.21million in
2014. Pre-tax profit rose 40 per cent to
£380 million in the year to April 30, on
revenues up 18 per cent to £1.6 billion.
Berkeley was awarded planning per-

mission at the beginning of this year to
redevelop the former home of the The
Times, part of News UK, in east
London. The London Dock site, as it is
has been renamed, will include 1,800
homes, commercial space and a school.
Shares in Berkeley closed up 2p at £24.
Tempus, page 38

Property market is back
to normal, says Berkeley

Dip in home loans as controls take effect

Another fall in mortgage lending in
July has added to conflicting messages
over whether the property market is
running out of steam.
Home loan approvals dipped to

66,569 in July, down from 67,085 in
June, according to figures from the
Bank of England.
Thedata told a similar story to that of

the British Bankers’ Association, which
last week said that high street lenders
had handed out fewer mortgages to
households last month as the impact of
new rules to control riskier borrowing
continued to filter through.
The two bodies’ figures are in con-

trast with those from other surveys,
which showed that lending has
bounced back despite the introduction
of theMortgageMarket Review, which
requires prospective homebuyers to

give much more detail about their
spending habits.
However, Matthew Pointon, a prop-

erty economist at Capital Economics,
argued that while the Bank’s data
showed that mortgage approvals may
have fallen back in July, they remain
8 per cent higher than a year ago. At
£2.35 billion, net mortgage lending was
also the highest since mid-2008.
“The Bank of England reported

thatmortgage approvals for house pur-
chases contracted marginally in July,
but with the disruption caused by the
MMR fading and a strong economic
backdrop, lending should recover
slowly from here,” he said.
The Bank’s figures also showed yes-

terday that net lending to households
had risen by £3.4billion in July, the
highest since 2008, while lending to
small businesses fell by £400million,
after a rise of £200million the previous
month.

A separate report from theMortgage
AdviceBureaushowed that theaverage
valueofaHelp toBuyequity loanmort-
gage fell to £140,138 in July, 2 per cent
less than in June and 15 per cent lower
than the market average.
This was also 7 per cent lower than

the £150,000 limit recently imposed by
Lloyds Banking Group, suggesting that
the move will not restrict many
consumers hoping to access the
scheme, should other lenders follow in
its footsteps.
Nationwide last week reported that

house prices increased faster than
expected, to reach a newhigh inwhat is
traditionally a quiet month for estate
agents.
The average price of a house rose by

0.8per cent inAugust fromtheprevious
month — higher than the 0.1 per cent
analysts hadbeenexpecting, andgreat-
er than the 0.2 per cent growth regis-
tered in July.

Kathryn Hopkins

Kathryn Hopkins
Property Correspondent

Industrial decline
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Pace of growth
slows in China

The rise in activity in China’s manufac-
turing sector stumbled froma two-year
high last month as fiscal support from
Beijing began to fall away and as the
Communist party signalled that it was
comfortable with economic growth at
present levels.
The August dip in China’s official

purchasing managers’ index was the
first for six months, but it leaves the
index safely in positive territory. The
reading came in at 51.1 in last month—
on a scalewhere a level above 50 repre-
sents expansion and anything below
contraction — down from 51.7 in July
and below consensus forecasts among
brokers.
The July reading, a two-year high,

was interpreted as an effect of govern-
ment stimulus measures — a pro-
gramme of fiscal spending and credit-
easing mechanisms that were always
intended to be shortlived.
Analysts at IHS Global Insight said

that it was unlikely that Beijing would
step in with further stimulus between
now and the end of the year.

Manufacturing inBritainhas suffered a
setback amidmounting fears about the
crisis in Ukraine and concerns about
the eurozone.
Factory activity dropped to its weak-

est level in 14 months in August as new
orders slumped to their lowest level
since April last year, last month’s pur-
chasing managers’ index showed.
The scale of the fall took themarkets

by surprise, prompting the pound to
losemuch ofwhat it had gained against
the dollar in early morning trading.
Rob Dobson, the chief economist at

Markit, which compiled the survey,
blamed the slowdown on global polit-
ical problems and economicwobbles in
the single currency bloc.
“It is becoming increasingly evident

that UK industry is not immune to the
impactsof risinggeopolitical andglobal

market uncertainty, especially when
they affect economic growth and busi-
ness confidence in our largest trading
partner, the eurozone,” he said.
“The underlying dynamics of the

survey also provided a consistent pic-
ture of a broad slowdown, with inflows
of new business and new export orders
weakening and the pace of job creation
also easing.”
The August PMI fell to 52.5 from

54.8 in July, against forecasts of an
increase to 55, where 50 distinguishes
growth from contraction. The rate of
growth in job creation and export or-
ders also slowed.
Economists at Barclays and Royal

BankofScotlandsaid thedisappointing
figures suggested that Britain’s strong
growth, which had been running at
3.2 per cent annually in June, may be

cooling. “Taken at face value, the
August PMI reading looks surprisingly
weak — and even more so when you
consider that output, orders and em-
ployment led the decline. July was also
revised down, adding to the gloom,”
Fabrice Montagne, Barclays’ UK econ-
omist, said.
Ross Walker, of RBS, said that he

expectedgrowth to slip to0.7percent in
the third quarter, from 0.8 per cent in
the three months to June.
The pound slipped back from a ten-

day high of $1.6645 before the data
was released to $1.6621, but remained
0.2 per cent up on the day. In July, ster-
ling was above $1.71.
Daragh Maher, a currency strategist

at HSBC, said: “The difficulty for ster-
ling is thatwewent a yearwherewe got
consistentupside surpriseson thenum-
bers, and now we seem to be getting a
reasonably consistent run of downside
surprises.”
Manufacturing started the year with

a bang, expanding by 1.5 per cent, but
growth slowed in the second three
months to 0.2 per cent.
“The picture emerging from all

manufacturing surveys is a softening in
the pace of expansion, though the
sector hasn’t moved into the slow lane,
is still growing and remains on track for
a solid increase inoutput this yearover-
all,” Lee Hopley, chief economist at
EEF, the manufacturers’ organisation,
said. “We’ve seena rangeof factors start
to weigh on demand for UK goods,
particularly from flagging overseas
markets.” The EEF is predicting
growthof 3.3 per cent this year forman-
ufacturing.
A slowdown in manufacturing will

dent hopes for an economic rebalan-
cing.However, despite theweakoverall
reading, export orders increased for the
seventeenthmonthrunning—albeit at
the slowest pace since March. Order
inflows improved from clients in the
United States, Canada, Asia and the
MiddleEast, rather thanEurope,which
accounts for half of British trade.

Philip Aldrick

Eurozone grinds to a halt — almost

Germany
Factory activity grew at
its slowest pace in 11
months in August, at
51.4, as official statistics
confirmed that the
economy had shrunk by
0.2 per cent in the three
months to June. The
PMI data suggests that
Germany will rebound
this quarter, but the
eurozone’s engine room
continues to disappoint.
Yesterday’s PMI figures
showed manufacturing
output and new orders
falling sharply. Europe’s
exports to Russia,
largely from Germany,
are shrinking at the
fastest rate since 2009.

France
Manufacturing is deep
in recession in France,
according to August’s
PMIs. At 46.9, the
reading was the lowest
in 15 months, the
sub-indices showed that

headcount continued to
be reduced rapidly and
new orders were very
weak. The poor figures
raise the prospect of a
triple-dip recession after
growth halted in France
in the second quarter.
With other surveys
showing that business
confidence is low and
companies are reluctant
to invest, the outlook is
not good.

Italy
Progress over the past
year came to a halt
when manufacturing
activity began to
contract again. The fall
in the PMIs to a reading
of 49.8 was its lowest in
14 months, driven by
reduced output among
companies and job cuts.
Italy has been losing
momentum after some
earlier economic
reforms. The economy
is back in recession,

having shrunk by 0.1 per
cent and 0.2 per cent in
the first two quarters.
Barclays said that the
latest factory PMIs
“suggest the sector is
likely to lose steam in
the coming months”.

Ireland
Ireland bucked the
trend. Factory activity
rose at its fastest rate
since December 1999,
putting in a fifteenth
consecutive monthly
increase. The reading of
57.3 was also up sharply
from 55.4 in July. The
performance was driven
by healthy new order
levels and the strongest
pace of job growth
since May. Last
December, Ireland was
the first eurozone
nation to exit its bailout
and has since become
the poster child for the
success of the rescue
and reform programme.

Leo Lewis Beijing
‘It is evident industry is
not immune to rising
geopolitical and global
market uncertainty’
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Need to know

China in
numbers
leo lewis

60%...

If you are racing to get the best education
for your child, it pays to get a head start

and everything went back to
normal.
Education systems everywhere

may plunge well-intentioned
parents into an abyss of
beggar-my-neighbour strategising
and arms race paranoia, but few can
match China for raw, gladiatorial
savagery or ice-cold rationalism.
There is something comforting

about that. It would be a terrible
signal for a developing economy if
parental ambition were not driven
by the belief that education
equalled success.
As well as the rise in elected

C-sections, the impending start of
the school year has exposed other
grim distortions of parental rivalry.
Pictures from Nanchong city in
Sichuan province showed a
selection of enterprising parents of
newly graduated primary school
students physically prostrating
themselves at the feet of the bureau
chief of the local education
department as he left his office. A
total of 259 children are competing
there in a lottery for 70 places at
the best local middle school.
Nobody believes it will be a random
lottery and are placing their faith in
the power of grovelling.
Yet, arguably, things have gone

even further than that when the
scramble for educational supremacy
starts in the maternity ward. The
60 per cent leap in C-section births
was formally recorded in
Shenzhen’s hospitals — just across

the border from Hong Kong — last
week, but is understood to have
been echoed at maternity units
throughout China.
The urgency behind all those

C-sections arises from the
August 31 cut-off for enrolment in
Chinese primary schools. If a child
is born one day later, they must
wait another full year to start
school — a year of extra hassle at
home, a year of extra childcare
arrangements and, critically, a year
that parents of September 1 babies
feel could perfectly well have been
spent in the classroom absorbing
economic advantage in the form of
lessons.
Under these pressures, Tiger

mothers-to-be with due dates
around September 1 come under
spectacular pressure, self-inflicted
and from their families, to produce
the baby before the deadline. The
phenomenon is not new, doctors in
Shenzhen said, but has reached
record peaks this year.
“The operating theatre is like a

battlefield,” one unidentified
obstetrician told local media. “As of
5pm, there were already 88 C-
sections scheduled. Patients are
going crazy, their family members
are going crazy, doctors, even the
nurses, too.”
A large part of that, according to

a debate on the issue on Chinese
social media sites, is a perfectly
reasonable reading by parents of
recent reform announcements by
the government of Xi Jinping. The
first of those was an announcement
last year of an easing of China’s
notorious one-child birth control
policy. New rules will allow couples
where either husband or wife is an
only child to have two children.
Demographers are not expecting a
dramatic flare in the birthrate, but
new parents and parents-in-waiting
are taking no chances and are
banking on an increase in
competition for good school places.
The other big reform, the

long-term effects of which could be
transformational for the Chinese
economy, has been change to the
system of household registration
that effectively has barred rural
children from urban schools. With
those restrictions now being eased,
parents in urban areas sense yet
another incoming wave of
competition for school places.
Economists, political scientists

and market traders may pore over
the intricacies of minute shifts in
Chinese government policy:
parents, as ever, see everything
miles sooner.

. . . is the extraordinary spike in
happy arrivals by elected caeserean
section recorded at the Shenzhen
Maternity and Child Healthcare
Hospital last Sunday. It came after a
week of similarly desperate
attempts by expectant Chinese
mothers to become parents before
midnight on August 31. Before dawn
on September 1, the delivery rooms
breathed a collective sigh of relief Chinese parents can take desperate measures to get their children into the right school

Phones 4u
no longer
for us, says
Vodafone

Vodafone has dealt a fresh blow to
Phones 4u, becoming the latest net-
work to cut ties with the mobile
phone retailer.
Vodafone put its retail strategy

under review this year, sounding a
warning for Carphone Warehouse,
the retailer that has since merged
withDixons, and Phones 4u.
EE has also put its relationships

with the high street phone shops
under review, but has yet to make a
decision on how it will shake up its
strategy.
Three and O2 have already pulled

handset sales from Phones 4u stores,
which face an uncertain future now
that Vodafone has abandoned its
relationship in favour of a new distri-
bution contract with the recently
merged Dixons Carphone.
Phones 4u said that it was “both

surprised and disappointed with this
decision”. It said there was “no cer-

tainty”as to theoutcomeof itsdiscus-
sion with other networks — namely
EE, which also trades as Orange and
T-Mobile. However, it said that it
“may be possible to replace the vol-
ume of connections” it previously
procured for Vodafone by striking
deals with virtual networks and
through its Life Mobile brand.
Phones 4u bonds, issued by Phos-

phorus Holdco, its parent company,
in Ireland, plunged to their lowest
levels since2012. Itspayment-in-kind
notes, due in April 2019, more than
halved in value and now trade at 30p
in the pound.
The bonds were issued by Phones

4u’s parent company, BCPartners, a
year ago to pay itself a £223million
dividend and to bolster its cash bal-
ance by £25million.
The loss of Vodafone leaves a huge

hole in Phones 4u’s finances. The
contract accounted for £212million
of sales and £18.5million of operating
profit last year.
EE could now decide Phones 4u’s

future. Britain’s largest network will
dominate its sales if it signs a new
deal. A decision to abandon the rela-
tionship could all but finish off
Phones 4u.

Nic Fildes

430,000
Vodafone contract connections made
at Phones 4u stores last year
Source: Phones 4u

ALAMY



the times | Tuesday September 2 2014 FGM 37

Business

Broker jumps
to defence
of Quindell

Quindell’s house broker has hit back at
claims that the outsourcing company is
facing a cashflow crisis.
Canaccord Genuity issued a strong

rebuttal yesterday against accusations
of financial discrepancies at Quindell,
saying that there was “no basis” for
them. The broker said that it would be
maintaining its “buy” recommendation
on the AIM-listed company, which has
been described in recent months as
being a “country club built on sand”.
An article published last month by

ShareProphets suggested thatQuindell
had a £56million discrepancy between
the amount of cash it claimed to be col-
lecting and its expenses, which pointed
to a crunch in the near future.
However, Canaccord said that its

analysts disputed the ShareProphets
analysis and could find “no basis for the
conclusions reached by the column”.
Presenting its own report on

Quindell’s first-half financial perform-
ance, Canaccord said that it was able to
reconcile the £297.9million cash spent
by the company in the first six months
of theyearwith its cashexpenses for the
period. Canaccord said that the dis-
crepancy had arisen from “a number of
itemsmissing” from theanalysis,which
it claimed ShareProphets had excluded
in its own report.
Tom Winnifrith, the founder of

ShareProphets, said yesterday that he
had written to the Financial Reporting
Council to ask it to formally review the
company’s accounts, which he alleged
“mislead investors and break account-
ing standards”.
Last night Quindell shares closed a

penny lower at 169p.

Harry Wilson

Blavatnik bids for
control in spite of
poor performance
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April 2011
Floats at
260p, at
the lower
end of the
price range

May 2012 Buys
Runningball, the
first of a series of
acquisitions

July 3, 2013
Buys Opta for
£40m funded
by a share
placing to raise
£115m at 480p

November 2013
Warns of a weaker
third quarter
performance

Sept 2014
Len Blavatnik
offers to buy
back shares
and take
Perform
private

December 2013
Huge profit
warning sends
shares down 58%

January 2014
Chief financial
officer departs

December 2012
Appoints Gabby
Logan, below, as
a non-executive
director

March 2014
Launches cost
cutting plan

share price

Len Blavatnik has moved to take Per-
form Group private with a cash bid
pitched at 260p — the price at which
the sports rights company was floated
little more than three years ago and
after adizzying rollercoaster rideon the
stock market.
The move by the Ukrainian billion-

aire comes after the company raised
£115million at 480p in July last year to
buyOpta, the sports statistics business.
The stock peaked at almost 600p later
that month, but has crashed by two
thirds since, asPerformhas failed to live
up to its name.
The stock was back up again yester-

day, rebounding 53½p to 257¼p — still
belowtheofferprice—afterMrBlavat-
nik, throughhisAccess Industries com-
pany,bid tobuyout theBritishbusiness.
His offer values the company at
£702million.
Mr Blavatnik already owns

42.5 per cent of Perform and
indicated that he wanted to re-
gain control of the company
but does not necessarily
want to buy out the entire
business.
Lincoln Benet, the chief

executive of Access Indus-
tries, said that the offer
would “allow those share-
holders who seek an exit to
do so at a significant prem-

ium to the current trading level”. The
offer was pitched at a 28 per cent prem-
ium to the closing price of Perform
shares on Friday.
Perform’smanagement, ledbyOliver

Slipper, the co-chief executivewhoalso
sits on the board of Warner Music —
which is also owned byMrBlavatnik—
told investors to “take no action” after
the cash offer was announced yester-
day morning. “The board reiterates its
confidence in Perform Group’s stand-
alone strategy and growth prospects,”
the company said in a statement.
The sports rights company owns a

host of sports sites, such as Goal.com
and Sportal, and supplies live feeds to
bookmakers, including the results of
non-league football. Itdistributes sports
on behalf of rights-holders including
the England and Wales Cricket Board
and some Premier League clubs.
It issued first-half results on Friday

that showed revenue up 29 per cent,
boostedbythis summer’s footballWorld
Cup. Pre-tax profit fell to £3.5million
from £4.7million after a hefty cost-cut-
ting programme.

Perform was one of the fastest-
growing stocks on the London
scene as its market capitalisation
soared past the £1billion mark.
However, a profit warning

last December wiped about
£650million off its value and

the stock has yet to recover. It
blamed the profit warning on lower
advertising growth and its finance
chief, David Surtees, departed as
a result.

Nic Fildes

Rise and rise of a reluctant oligarch
Profile

T
he term
“oligarch” is
applied
routinely
to the

billionaires to have
emerged since the
IronCurtain fell, but
it’s not one Leonard
Blavatnik relishes
(Nic Fildes writes).
He may have been

born in Odessa on the
shores of the Black
Sea, but he has been
an American citizen
since 1984 and calls

New York and
London “home”.
Nevertheless, the

roots of his wealth,
estimated at
£10billion, making
him the fourth richest
person to reside in the
UK, are to be found in
Russia, as he
capitalised on the
privatisation of the
Siberian aluminium
industry.
He was also one of

the shareholders in
TNK, the Russian oil
group and former
joint venture partner

of BP in Russia,
which fell out with the
British business.
He keeps a low

profile, although the
acquisition of Warner
Music for $1.3billion
in2011 put him on the
map. The move by Mr
Blavatnik, who likes
Leonard Cohen and
klezmer music, led to
him rubbing
shoulders with artists
such as Michael
Bublé. More
recently, he took a
stake in Tango, the
messaging app.Len Blavatnik’s offer values

Perform at £702million
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of other issues still unresolved.
Jefferies, the company’s broker, took
an axe to its forecasts for the current
year, reducing these by 31 per cent.
The shares fell 76p to 715½p.

Therefore, they sell on about seven
times earnings, which looks cheap
enough. At this level, they might be
worth a punt, but, given the
enormous uncertainties, only with
funds that one is prepared to risk
losing.

April 2013 but now down to £46 a
tonne. Hargreaves plans to make
itself a more efficient business and, if
the price remains at the present
level, probably this will involve a
considerable reduction in
production from the existing
2.5million tonnes a year. This will
allow it to focus on those more
lucrative operations.
Yesterday it announced the sale for

£27million, or a respectable seven
times’ earnings, of its non-core
Imperial Tankers business, which
ships speciality chemicals. This will
virtually halve debt. The money may
be invested elsewhere, or, if nothing
is found, some may be returned to
shareholders. There are any number

One senses that the
restructuring of Hargreaves
Services may be a protracted

business, with no clear end in sight.
The market has always had a

problem valuing Hargreaves, which
has surface coalmining operations as
well as a more profitable coal and
coke importation and distribution
business. One effect of the process,
then, may make the attractions of
the last more obvious.
The problem is the low cost of

coal, £55 a tonne when the company
raised cash to buy some mines in

companies news

PRICES

Crème de la crème sale
Thick with luxury advertisements
and features about international
affairs and design,Monocle has
become a staple read for
well-heeled business travellers —
and has made its founder a
multimillionaire (Alex Spence
writes). Tyler Brûlé’s stake in the
luxury magazine is worth about
£55million after selling a
minority stake to Nikkei, the
Japanese media group. Nikkei’s
exact holding was not revealed,
but Monocle said that the deal
valued the magazine at
$115million.
Mr Brûlé, a 45-year-old

Canadian-born journalist, began
as a trainee at the BBC but made
his name in the magazine
industry after launching
Wallpaper, an upmarket style and
fashion title, in 1997. After selling
Wallpaper he launchedMonocle
seven years ago and it has grown
to be a mini-conglomerate with a
radio station, café, shops and
design consultancy. The
magazine sells an average of
77,030 copies a week, according
to latest circulation figures.

Hotel room bargains
The strength of sterling
contributed to a fall in the price
of a hotel room in more than half
of the world’s top cities for British
travellers, according to the latest
Hotels.com price index. Its
half-yearly report found that UK
travellers enjoyed price falls in 63
of the 115 cities surveyed, with
prices flat in nine and up in 43.
Economic revival in Europe lifted
prices in places such as Monte
Carlo, which rose 21 per cent.

JPMorgan cashes in
JP Morgan has sold its
corporate dealing services
division to The Equiniti Group, a
British financial and business
services business and the biggest
provider of shareholder services
to FTSE 100 companies, for an
undisclosed sum. The West
Sussex-based Equiniti already
manages around half of the
companies in the blue-chip index
with respect to their share
registration needs.

Read these stories
in full online
thetimes.co.uk/
business

MartinWaller Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Still room
for growth
at London
builders

W
ith the benefit of
hindsight, the
upsurge in the
fortunes of the
big housebuilders

over the past couple of years should
have been obvious. There was a
unique combination of artificially
low interest rates, rising consumer
demand and a worsening housing
shortage.
The question is how much longer

that boom can continue. Last week,
Foxton’s caused concern by
indicating that, in London at
least, prices were slowing
down. This year shares in
Berkeley, which has the
strongest exposure of all to
the London market, have
underperformed the other
housebuilders, such as
Persimmon, Bellway and
Barratt Developments, as the
“London effect” went national and
their own operations benefited.
However, as a recent note on the

sector from Shore Capital’sRobin

Hardy points out, house price
surveys have tended to have only a
limited impact on the housebuilders.

House price forecasting over the
past 12 to 18 months has also
been notoriously inaccurate.

Berkeley is an odd case,
anyway, because of its
decision to return
£1.7billion to its
shareholders over the years

to 2021, while maintaining its
land bank at the present level,

worth £3 billion, rather than taking
the foot off the gas in response to
any slowing of its core market.
The company is seen as a

developer of huge trophy
projects, such as London
Dock, the Wapping site
recently vacated by this
newspaper. In fact, it
operates from 77 sites in all
across the south. For example,
a 900acre development in
Southall, west London, can hardly be
regarded as trophy.
The next dividend, of 90p and

worth £121.7 million, is payable later
this month, but, after the £100
million disposal of some assets,
Berkeley expects to remain ungeared
even after that.
This means that the shares, up 2p

at £24, have the support of a yield
well in excess of 6 per cent out to
2021.This is a remarkable assured
income and again puts the company
in a class of its own.
If you take the view, as I do, that

the London market is in no danger of
collapse, and if Berkeley continues to
find the sort of sites it needs, which
seems a fair enough assumption, the
shares are still attractive. Buy.
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Asector, like housebuilding, that
has benefited from factors
outside its control is the motor

trade. Consumer demand is rising
and an over-supply of cars made by
continental producers has allowed
dealers to sell these on favourable
financing terms, helped still further
by the strength of sterling.
For companies such as Vertu,

Britain’s sixth largest dealer, the trick
is to ensure that sales are growing at
a faster rate than the market as a
whole.This is happening, as business

moves towards the larger
groups with the benefit of a
strong online presence.

Vertu was founded from
scratch in 2006 by
refugees from the
oldRegVardy business
and was floated as a cash

shell the next year. It has
since bought 111 dealerships. This

brings with it a steadily rising profits
stream as these are improved, a
process that typically takes four or
five years.
Peter Jones, an industry veteran,

arrived recently as chairman and has
invested almost £300,000 in the
shares. The market is still
fragmented, so there should be
enough small dealers available to
maintain that growth.The shares, up
¼p at 57½p, are on 11 times earnings
and look worth a buy long term.

11,000
Number of plots

of land held

follow me
on twitter
for updates
@MartinWaller10

MY ADVICEBuy
WHYThere seems little
prospect of the London
housing market slowing, while
the shares offer a dividend
yield of above 6 per cent

The purchase by Crown, of the
United States, of Empaque, a
Mexican packaging business

owned by Heineken, provides a
snapshot on what a large drinks
can business is worth, according to
a note from Jefferies on Rexam.
This is purely a producer of cans,
having sold its last non-core
operations this year. The effect on
Rexam’s business is immaterial, as
the business should have little
excess capacity after continuing to
supply Heineken, but the deal does
indicate that such companies are
scarce and valuable, the note says.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICEBuy long term
WHYVertu has a constantly
improving profits stream

MY ADVICEUse caution
WHY Results of restructuring
are far from clear

berkeley group

90p Dividend payable this month

vertu motors

111 Number of dealerships bought

hargreaves services

£26.9m Proceeds of Imperial sale

Major Indices
New York
Dow Jones 17098.45 (closed)
Nasdaq Composite 4580.27 (closed)
S&P 500 2003.37 (closed)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15476.60 (+52.01)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 24752.09 (+10.03)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 414.23 (+1.10)

Sydney
AO 5629.30 (+4.70)

Frankfurt
DAX 9479.03 (+8.86)

Singapore
Straits 3314.13 (-12.96)

Brussels
BEL20 3180.69 (-12.03)

Paris
CAC-40 4379.73 (-1.31)

Zurich
SMI Index 8746.97 (+88.00)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3175.05 (+2.42)

London

FTSE 100 6825.31 (+5.56)
FTSE 250 15957.13 (+71.41)
FTSE 350 3710.00 (+5.09)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2791.28 (+7.77)
FTSE All-Shares 3644.57 (+5.03)
FTSE Non Financials 4275.50 (+10.61)
techMARK 100 3360.06 (+18.65)
Bargains 723258
US$ 1.6610 (+0.0023)
Euro 1.2648 (+0.0015)
£:SDR 1.09 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 87.8 (-0.2)
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 127.80 Jul (2005 = 100)
RPI 256.00 Jul (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.50 Jul (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 908.52 (+1.93)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4526.62 (+18.66)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 101.50 -0.05
Brent 25 day (Jan) 102.50 -0.25
Brent 25 day (Feb) 103.10 -0.30
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 95.80 +0.40
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 94.80 +0.30

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 969.00 971.00 +7.00
Gasoil EEC 868.50 870.50 -1.25
3.5 Fuel Oil 554.00 556.00 +0.00
Naphtha 870.00 872.00 +0.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Sep unq Dec unq
Oct unq Jan unq
Nov unq Volume: 88125

Brent (9.00pm)
Oct unq Jan unq
Nov unq Feb unq

Dec unq Volume: 172640

LIFFE

Cocoa

Sep 2043-2027 Dec 1930 BID
Dec 2011-2009 Mar 1933-1926
Mar 1982-1980 May unq
May 1977-1964
Jul 1956 BID
Sep 1949 BID Volume: 15297

RobustaCoffee

Sep 2150-2055 May 2175-2087
Nov 2081-2079 Jul 2175-1955
Jan 2089-2085
Mar 2100-2090 Volume: 4652

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters May 516.10-468.00
Aug 489.60-477.00

Oct 424.90-424.60 Oct 517.00-488.60
Dec 441.70-439.50 Dec 522.00-485.00
Mar 464.90-457.50 Volume: 5262

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Nov 121.55 Jan 123.75 Mar 127.25
May 129.05 Jul 130.00 Volume: 142

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 114.45 114.45 114.05 114.22 7217 50684
Dec 14 113.64 113.64 113.19 113.36 78047 403354

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.420 99.430 99.420 99.425 17944 303015
Dec 14 99.300 99.310 99.290 99.310 36298 495779
Mar 15 99.130 99.140 99.120 99.140 36906 418191
Jun 15 98.940 98.960 98.930 98.950 29890 346813
Sep 15 98.740 98.760 98.730 98.760 51639 301901

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.850 99.865 99.845 99.860 27480 460198
Dec 14 99.870 99.880 99.865 99.875 37725 444428
Mar 15 99.885 99.925 99.880 99.890 32178 374597
Jun 15 99.890 99.895 99.880 99.890 19511 310845
Sep 15 99.875 99.890 99.865 99.880 25855 340447

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 99.990 99.990 99.980 99.980 2361 45383
Dec 14 100.05 100.05 100.04 100.04 1745 56335
Mar 15 100.07 100.08 100.07 100.07 3243 57075
Jun 15 100.08 100.09 100.08 100.08 2818 39073

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.49 111.49 111.48 111.49 93 23687
Dec 14 111.49

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 127.21 127.26 127.20 127.24 87 9872
Dec 14 127.24

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 147.13 147.13 147.09 147.26 12 3948
Dec 14 147.26

FTSE100 Sep 14 6818.5 6823.5 6793.5 6818.0 42305 591236
Dec 14 6790.0 6795.0 6774.5 6791.5 287 20374

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4174.5 350
Dec 14 4178.5
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Markets Business

company behind
TeamSky’s kit has
announced a 70 per
cent rise in revenue in
the year to February.
It took almost
£27million in
revenues, although its
investment in growth
pushed pre-tax profit
13 per cent lower to
£605,000.
Rapha’s stylish

cycling gear has
caught on with “men
of a certain age” who
have adopted cycling
as a hobby, with
PaulSmith and Brad
Pitt said to wear it —
even if eye-watering
price tags may put off

some. Most Rapha
jerseys cost more than
£100.
The British clothing

company has enjoyed
a surge of popularity
after supplanting
adidas as kit supplier
to Team Sky in
January 2013, as part
of a deal that lasts
until the end of 2016.
Carrick Whitney,

its chief operating
officer, said that the
ten-year-old company
operated on tight
margins since it was
still investing in staff
and infrastructure “to
prepare the business
for further growth”.

Rapha rides
piggyback
on rise of
the Mamil

The inexorable
rise of the
Middle-Aged

Man in Lycra —
known to fashion
followers and many a
bemused wife
nationwide as the
Mamil — has
delivered a rich
reward for Rapha
Racing (Nic Fildes
writes).
The clothing

DOUG PENSINGER/GETTY IMAGES

Talk of war is music to
the ears of BAE Systems
Gary ParkinsonMarket report

A
double upgrade from one
of the biggest brokers on
the street and a nod from
one of the best-known
fund managers put

Europe’s biggest weapons
manufacturer back on investors’ radar.
BAE Systems rose 11p to 456p after

Bank of America Merrill Lynch hiked
its rating on the shares directly from
“underperform” to “buy” and its
target price for them from 389p to
500p. Its analyst, Celine Fornaro,
noted that BAEhad trailed the wider
market by 132 per cent since 2010 and
predicted the recovery as trouble
around the world — think Ukraine,
Iraq, Syria and Gaza — put pressure
on governments to lift their defence
budgets.
America’s is expected to be flat next

year, the analyst said, but could rise if
it sends troops to the Middle East.
Saudi Arabia will keep spending on
defence, while European countries,
such as Britain and Sweden,
could tilt budgets towards the
kind of kit BAE supplies.
Sentiment towards

theshares was lent a further
fillip by Neil Woodford, the
former Invesco Perpetual
star fund manager now
running his own firm, who
named them among several that
“look significantly below fair value”.
Neither those heightened tensions

around the world nor Mr Woodford’s
decision to dump his holding in
HSBC, off 4½p at 647½p, did the
FTSE100 any favours. Bereft of any
lead from Wall Street, shut for Labor
Day, and underwhelmed by the latest
economic data from China and the
eurozone, London’s leading index did
not get out of first gear, edging
5.6 points higher to 6,825.3.
There was a frisson of interest in

ITV, 7½p higher at 218¾p, amid
reheated speculation that Liberty
Media, the American owner of Virgin
Media, might bid. However, all those
speculators who chose not to cut their

Tesco positions last week after
its profit warning were given
a bloody nose. There was no
bounce and the
supermarket’s shares fell
4½p more to 224½p, again
dragging the rest of the

sector lower in their wake.
Since the suspension on trading

Worthington Group’s shares was
lifted on Friday — after a year —
they have surged from about 3p to
35¾p, with their latest 3¾p rise on the
back of news of an investment in
Greenland Rare Earth Projects to
help to pay for it to “explore part of
the Gardar Alkaline Igneous
Province” there.
On AIM, Miles Nolan, at

WH Ireland, pushed Volution in the
broker’s private client newsletter
WHI-Spy. The owner of the
Vent-Axia ventilation brand, among
others, with the stock market ticker
FAN, floated inJune and has fluttered
lower since. Mr Nolan expects results
next month to lift the shares, up 4½p

at 143p. Meanwhile, a 15-year alliance
with Takata Corporation, a Japanese
supplier of safety systems to the
automotive industry, spurred Seeing
Machines 30.8 per cent to 6.38p.
Galasys delivered a muscular set of

interim results, which lifted the
provider of ticketing systems to the
Asian theme park industry 11.7 per
cent to 21p. Arden Partners, the
broker, again urged clients to “buy”.
Keep on eye onObtala Resources,

unchanged at 9.13p. The word from
Mozambique was that the investment
company, a specialist in food and
agriculture in Africa, has added
another 100,000 hectares of prime
forestry land to its existing 400,000
hectares there. Obtala produces
railway sleepers and timber for the
domestic market inMozambique.
Confirmation of this, as well a possible
joint venture with another listed
company, which could contribute to
the cost of developing Obtala’s
forestry assets, could come alongside a
trading update in a fortnight.

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Diving back into the North Sea
natural resources

Two of the most
prolific
dealmakers in

the North Sea are
back. If rumours
percolating the
London market are
well informed, Tom
Reynolds and Iain
McKendrick are
about to take control
of a Toronto-listed oil
company with
ambitions to become
a North sea producer
that pays a dividend.
Mr Reynolds, the

former chief executive
of Bridge Energy,
which was listed in
Norway and on AIM
before it was
swallowed by
HitecVision for
£100million in

September,
apparently will take
the same job at Iona
Energy. Based in
Aberdeen, it has
reserves of 40 million
barrels and is valued
at a touch more than
£78million.
Mr McKendrick,

chief executive of
Ithaca Energy from
2008 until last
autumn, will become
Iona’s chairman.
While at Ithaca, he
was responsible for
the Jacky, Athena and
Stella developments
and bought Valiant
Petroleum for
£200million in
February last year.
The pair are

believed to have
$500million of
support for the right
deals. Iona has tax
losses of more than
£166 million, which
could be offset against
future acquisitions. A
London listing further
down the line should
not be ruled out.

Iona Energy is based in
Aberdeen and is
valued at £78 million

Wall Street report
American markets were closed for
Labor Day.

the ears of BAE Systems 

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0702-1.0704
Canada 1.0864-1.0866
Denmark 5.6694-5.6719
Euro 0.7612-0.7613
Hong Kong 7.7501-7.7502
Japan 104.25-104.27
Malaysia 3.1571-3.1601
Norway 6.1870-6.1910
Singapore 1.2494-1.2496
Sweden 6.9888-6.9938
Switzerland 0.9189-0.9190

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.962-13.973
Australia dollar 1.7783-1.7792
Bahrain dinar 0.6227-0.6303
Brazil real 3.7083-3.7249
Euro 1.2648-1.2654
Hong Kong dollar 12.879-12.881
India rupee 100.49-100.69
Indonesia rupiah 19179-19761
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4719-0.4744
Malaysia ringgit 5.1365-5.3389
New Zealand dollar 1.9812-1.9827
Singapore dollar 2.0764-2.0768
S Africa rand 17.726-17.754
U A E dirham 6.1009-6.1073

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.15 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.42; 3 mth 0.43. Sell: 1 mth 0.30; 3 mth 0.38

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.5009 0.5244 0.5596 0.7056 1.0534

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.79-0.64 1.13-0.98

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.79-0.64 1.13-0.98

Eurodollar Deps 0.16-0.26 0.25-0.35 0.32-0.42 0.43-0.53 0.71-0.81

Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.07 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.36

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.3927-9.4403 9.4237-9.4244 41ds 139ds
Euro 1.2673-1.2637 1.2652-1.2649 3pr 12pr
Montreal 1.8034-1.8085 1.8051-1.8061 8pr 23pr
New York 1.6588-1.6643 1.6617-1.6620 4ds 13ds
Oslo 10.261-10.317 10.282-10.289 82pr 260pr
Stockholm 11.439-11.669 11.615-11.623 19ds 70ds
Tokyo 172.75-173.39 173.23-173.29 8ds 26ds
Zurich 1.5242-1.5286 1.5268-1.5274 8ds 29ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.940 1.690
Canada $ 1.960 1.700
Denmark Kr 10.080 8.840
Egypt 13.080 10.400
Euro ¤ 1.370 1.200
Hong Kong $ 13.810 12.150
Hungary 436.430 359.060
Indonesia 22310.100 17795.800
Israel Shk 6.510 5.550
Japan Yen 186.670 161.660
New Zealand $ 2.220 1.880
Norway Kr 11.140 9.630
Poland 5.860 4.800
Russia 66.180 55.110
S Africa Rd 19.560 16.570
Sweden Kr 12.320 10.950
Switzerland Fr 1.670 1.440
Turkey Lira 3.870 0.000
USA $ 1.810 1.590

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 0.00 159.24 188.27
(+/-) +0.00 -0.75 +3.39

Eng/Wales 0.00 159.24 188.27
(+/-) +0.00 -0.75 +3.39

Scotland unq 0.00 0.00
(+/-) +0.00 +0.00

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
6966.0-6966.5 6941.0-6942.0 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2229.5-2230.0 2230.0-2230.5 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2350.0-2350.5 2359.0-2359.5 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
21675.0-21700.0 21650.0-21700.0 21730.0-21780.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2081.5-2082.0 2095.0-2095.5 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
18655.0-18660.0 18810.0-18820.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.71 1.05

Euro

-0.02 0.02 0.13 0.31

Bullion: Open $1286.39

Close $1286.86-1287.31 High $1289.73

Low $1284.76

AM $1285.25 PM $1286.50

Krugerrand $1273.00-1351.00 (£765.93-812.86)

Platinum $1429.00 (£859.79)

Silver $19.52 (£11.74)

Palladium $914.00 (£549.93)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication
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Mary Berry
adds some
sugar to
a bitter,
lethal pill

T
hinking it through, I
realise that my attitude
towards Mary Berry,
queen of cakes, is
identical to my attitude
towards Elizabeth II,
queen of country.
Which is to say, every

fibre in my body screams out — for
many healthy and also a few
admittedly diseased reasons — that I
should, venerable as they may be,
loathe both ladies. And yet I don’t.
Quite the opposite. I admire them.
Elizabeth’s qualities we can leave for

another day. Suffice to say, speaking as
a dyed-in-the-wool republican, I freely
confess that while she is in situ, our
cause is going precisely nowhere.
Charles III: that’s our chance for
change. The monarchy will be lucky,
mark my words, to emerge unscathed
from that chap’s stint in charge.
Meantime, let’s focus on Mary.
What, you may ask, is left to be said

about this phenomenon? To which my
answer is: lots. The 79-year-old gift
that keeps on giving, that’s Mary. And
this week, true to form, via an
interview, she’s offered up another
absolute gem.
“I have no desire to be a

centenarian,” Berry reveals. “I think
90 is a great time. You’ve had a good
innings . . . I don’t think very old age, if
you haven’t got your marbles, can be
very nice. I certainly don’t want to be a
burden.” At the age of 90 years, Berry

adds, she would prefer to shuffle
off-screen, off-camera, off-kitchen to
the big cooling tray in the sky. “I
would,” she says, “love my children to
be able to give me a pill.”
A pill secreted in an otherwise

delicious flour/eggs/butter/
sugar-based concoction, I presume. A
controversially disastrous Baked
Alaska, perhaps. For old-times’ sake.
Leaving aside the precise method

of delivery, we cannot deny that Berry
has connected with the head of her
chosen nail. That nail being the
decidedly unmelty-in-the-mouth,
deadly serious subject of euthanasia.
My sense is that Mary Berry’s

no-nonsense advocacy of geronticide
is gaining ground. Our society has,
for many years now, prioritised the
brute quantity of life over its less
tangible quality. As medical science
advances, it is hard to see how this
calculation could have come out
differently. You are, as the saying goes,
a long time dead.
Even so, due largely to the increased

prevalence of age-related mental
incapacity — mislaying “your
marbles” as Mary puts it — I detect
our attachment to longevity for its
own sake is weakening. Better to live
70 — or ideally 80, maybe 85 if you get
lucky — years as a lion than 90 years
as a sheep, right? Not much joy in
your body here once your mind is
gone. As a drinking, cycling,
overweight smoker, I like Mary’s
revisionist take on the received
wisdom. Although I’d rather reserve
final judgement until I get to be 90.
Also, Queen Elizabeth’s laws as they

are, I can’t honestly justify sentencing
my children to an old age under lock
and key.
I know where you’re coming from

Mary. Here’s hoping you make the big
nine oh and whatnot. But as and when
you do, regarding any suicidal scheme,
it’s probably best if you leave your kids
out of it.

The rules
for nude
photos
Some horrid little
weirdo, having hacked
into iCloud, has seen fit
to splurge across the
internet reportedly
revealing photographs
of scores of well-known
women, the actress
Jennifer Lawrence
among them. Not cool.
Not cool at all.
That said, I’m

mystified why anyone
would electronically
store any image — or
mail, or text, or
message, or anything at
all — which they
preferred to remain
private. The golden rule
of the web is surely that
nothing is truly secure
from a sufficiently
savvy and sinister
stranger. Sooner or
later, sadly, any
moment or memory
out there is liable to be
stolen, spread, mocked
and exploited.
If you must amass

pictures of yourself in
the nuddy, print them
pronto and hit delete
about half a second
afterwards. Then stick
the hard copies in a
real-life actually
existing photo album
and stash it in a
drawer. The old ways
are sometimes still
the best.

What hot
tubs do to
my pants

The news that one-in-
ten of us in the UK
now owns a hot tub
comes as a shock. I
struggle to fathom
how a criminally,
outrageously,
hilariously expensive
overheated farty
paddling pool came
to enjoy such
widespread popularity.
This view is not, I

hasten to add, based on
snobbery. Sophisticated

types, I learn, consider
hot tubs to be a bit
naff. A bit nouveau. A
bit Essex. Well, stuff
that. If a right good
tubbing is what you
fancy, you should
damn well go for it,
and never mind what
any stuck-up so-and-so
might say.
Still, having had my

share of tubs in my
time, I’ve concluded
tubbing is not for me.

The prosaic truth is
that I just can’t ever
get comfy. All those
bubbles play havoc
with my pants.
I’m talking pants-
inflation. I’m talking
pants-aeration. I’m
talking floating in a
pants-balloon and
bobbing around in
random circles.
And that, you will
agree, is anything
but relaxing.

Robert
Crampton

Will the
same thing
work with
my children?
Robert Cialdini is a world expert on
the art of persuasion. Giles Whittell is
a man who can’t seem to get anyone to
do anything for him. Can the guru of
behavioural science solve his problem?

I
magine you’re Kate Bush. You’re
planning your first live shows for
35 years and you really, really
don’t want to be singing to a sea
of smartphones.
Do you a) tell your security

people to bundle smartphone
users out of the Hammersmith

Apollo before they so much as press
“record”; b) go on social media for a
furious rant about copyright and the
death of manners; or c) write a gentle,
flattering appeal to your fans in which
you say you want to interact with
them, not their screens.
The answer is of course c). It’s the

one Bush chose and, barring the antics
of an uncooperative Lily Allen, it has
worked quite well. In fact, it’s almost
as if she’s been chatting, as I have,
with Professor Robert Cialdini of
the University of Arizona about the
fine art of persuading people to
come around to your way
of thinking.
Want a result? Cialdini’s

your man. For 30 years he
has been the world’s top
source of hard facts on
persuasion, which is why last
week I asked him a question
similar to the one Bush
asked of her fans. How
can I persuade my
children to stop
staring at screens
and practise the
damn violin?
Also: how can I
persuade the
builder who has
promised to
extend my
kitchen to show
up and actually do
it? How can I stay
on good terms with
my neighbours in
the process?
You get the idea.

Important
questions to which
Cialdini has some
intriguing answers
which I hope will

change my life (see below), because if
his don’t no one’s will.
In 1984, when Cialdini wrote a book

called Influence: the Psychology of
Persuasion, it quickly became a set text
for a swarm of behavioural scientists
determined to tell us why we do what
we do. Later he wrote Yes! and now he
has co-written The Small B!g, about
small changes you can make to your
behaviour to bring about big changes
in others. The titles may sound as if
they belong in the buy-and-bin aisle
for people periodically assailed by
the urge to be different and get rich,
but the work is solid. It’s based on

serious research and six basic
principles of persuasion that Cialdini
has identified himself.
These principles include “authority”

(we like to say yes to experts),
“liking” (we like to say yes to

people we like) and
“consistency” (we like to
stay true to what we claim
to stand for). It turns out
Bush deployed all three in
her message to her fans.
Another Cialdini

finding, his most
depressing, is that despite
our huge brains we’re still
herd animals. We do
things because others do.
We litter and vandalise,
help and hurt, buy and sell,
give and take when we feel
comfortable doing so, and
we feel at ease when
we’re in a crowd. Cialdini
calls this the power of

“social proof”.
It doesn’t always work, but

it often does and it resonates

Loss aversion
can be amore
powerful impetus
than simple greed

BBC
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How to get
people to
do what
you want

0 Negotiate on home
turf

0 Deploy the heart —
just hearing the word
love or seeing a heart
will prompt more giving
behaviour in people.

0 Believe they’ll say yes
— we underestimate
the likelihood that
someone will agree to a
request, and if this bias
is left uncorrected, it
could hamper the
accomplishment of
your goals.

0 Negotiate first —
always make the first
offer rather than let
your counterpart strike
first; you’ll anchor them
to your terms.

0 Give a precise figure
— open negotiations
with a precise amount.
Your counterpart will
believe you’ve invested
time in coming to that
figure and must have
good reasons to
support it.

0 Don’t give surprise
gifts — people
appreciate treats or
gifts that they’ve told
you they want more
than surprises you love
and think they will too.

0 Express sincere
gratitude — an effusive
thanks for efforts made
on your behalf doubles
the chances that you’ll
be helped by that
person again.

0 Offer favours first —
but ensure that you
indicate it is part of a
natural reciprocal
arrangement.

0 Do it differently —
ensure that what you
offer first is unexpected.
Eg, offer to help a
colleague on a work
assignment, or
handwrite a note rather
than send an email.

0 Leave the costs to
last — people’s
evaluation of a deal is
more positive if the
benefits are listed first
and the cost second.

0 Give ”social proof”
— encourage people to
engage in a desirable
behaviour by showing
how many others are
already doing so.

with readers. Influence has sold two
million copies, including one to the
billionaire Charlie Munger, vice
chairman of Warren Buffett’s
Berkshire Hathaway group. Munger
was so impressed that he sent Cialdini
a share in the company that is now
worth more than $200,000 (£120,350)
— that’s the share, one share; the
company is worth $336 billion.
So, can persuasion techniques

honed for American business be used
in your average dysfunctional British
family? You be the judge.
How, I asked . . .
. . . can I get my kids to put down

the iPad and do something useful?
Incentivise them, he says, but not

how you think. “Instead of offering
one big reward, offer two smaller ones
from different categories. What the
research shows is that . . . [your kids]
will undertake the task to a
significantly greater degree because
they don’t want to lose one of the
rewards.”
So cinnamon bun AND loom bands.

Cash AND cinema ticket. What’s so
clever about that?
The key word is “lose”. Suddenly, in

the deal you’re making with your
children, they are no longer salivating
about gaining something but worrying
about losing something, and loss
aversion can be a more powerful
impetus to action than simple greed.
“That’s with us from very early
childhood. It’s also scarcity, the desire

and authoritative, you would dress up
every day. If it’s to be seen as one of
the group you would dress similarly to
those in your department. Most of us
will want to do both, so our
recommendation is to dress similarly,
but one step up from the norm.”
Next, going into an interview or

performance review, feel powerful.
“Typically we feel nervous, anxious,
debilitated by the impending situation.
We can compensate by recalling a
time when we were successful, when
we were powerful. Bring that level of
confidence into the session — it’s what
interviewers are looking for — people
with a sense of their own potency.”
Finally, let them big you up. “Say,

‘you know what, I’m curious about
something. Why did you invite me
here?’ And let them describe your
strengths to themselves.” Cialdini’s
clients, and he has many, tell him that
when they try this on interviewers the
interviewers often spend most of the
meeting justifying their decision to
invite the client in the first place. This
is the consistency principle again.
[Verdict: Being bigged up beats bigging
yourself up, especially if you’re British.
And if you’ve never felt powerful.]
. . . can I tweak my emails to get

people to respond to them quicker
and more enthusiastically?
Absolutely. “Email is the most

bloodless channel of communication

we’ve ever devised.” So anything that
adds even a hint of humanity brings
results. Cialdini recommends cutting
and pasting a cartoon. Bit forced?
Then volunteer some personal
information. Anything at all. One
study on smoothing commercial
negotiations found that 30 per cent of
those conducted with unadorned
emails deadlocked. Of those spiced up
with chat about something else —
children, hobbies, birthdays, being a
first-born or an only child — only
6 per cent ground to a halt.
Much of this feels like common

sense, but what gives Cialdini his
following is that all of it is
underpinned by science and some of it
is counter-intuitive. For instance, first
impressions count, but last ones
sometimes count even more. That’s
why Warren Buffett starts his famous
newsletters to shareholders with bad
news and saves the best till last.
Scientifically-based persuasion is

an ethical minefield. ‘Tis but a short
slip from a desperate parent’s double
incentive to a cynical salesman’s fake
interest in brass rubbing. Cialdini
admits as much. The best reassurance
he can offer, though, is an odd one:
if “only” two million people have read
his book, that leaves several billion
who haven’t, so the risk of being
manipulated by his six principles of
persuasion is limited. So use them
yourself, dear reader, but next time
you find a mint on your pillow bear
in mind that Mr Marriott didn’t
put it there out of the kindness
of his heart.
The Small B!G: Small Changes That
Spark Big Influence by Steve Martin,
Noah Goldstein and Robert Cialdini
(Profile Books, £11.99)

open. Builder still dragging feet, maybe
because he uses an iPad not a pencil.)
. . . can I keep my neighbour happy

through all the banging and drilling?
“Give them something unexpected

and as personalised as possible as a
gift,” Cialdini says. “Tomatoes from
your garden. A pie baked with fruit
from your trees. Or walk over and
give them a book you think they
might like . . . It’s very difficult after
one has received an unexpected
gift to feel hostile towards the
benefactor.”
[Verdict: on one level this is

blazingly obvious. On another, it’s
uncanny. Our neighbour recently
came round with a tomato plant.
Maybe she’s planning something.]
Cialdini also says: host your next

meeting with the neighbour at your
home for the scientifically-proven
“home field advantage”, and
compliment him on his reputation for
being a good neighbour. It doesn’t
matter if he doesn’t happen to be one
— the consistency principle applies to
what you’d like to be, not just to what
you are. Anwar Sadat used it in his
negotiations with Israel, and Henry
Kissinger later called Sadat the best
negotiator he’d ever met.
. . . can I get a promotion at work, or

at least a pay rise, or at least a little
bit more respect?
Sure. First, dress to impress, but not

too much. “If you want to reinvent
yourself as being seen as more credible

to have those things we can’t have.
Those are two very primitive kinds of
tendencies and we don’t have to worry
that our kids aren’t susceptible to them
the way they might not be susceptible
to linear, rational argument.” [Verdict:
too soon to say, but the kids do seem
to like me more.]
. . . can I get my builder to show up

and finish the job?
Simple. Get him to write down

exactly when he’s coming. An NHS
study on people who waste huge
amounts of taxpayers’ money by
failing to attend doctors’ appointments
found that patients who wrote down
the details were 18 per cent more likely
to turn up than those who didn’t.
The idea is to “engage a very human

tendency to live up to what we write
down”, Cialdini says. It’s based on the
consistency principle and it assumes
Bob the builder sees himself as a man
of his word. He doesn’t want to let
himself down, never mind you. A
variation on the theme emerged from
the 2010 US mid-term elections, when
researchers found that people who
said they were going to vote were
much more likely to actually do so if
they were asked where they would be
coming from and what they would be
doing beforehand.
“If people can schedule in their own

minds a set of events that will bring
them to the voting booth — or the
builder to your home — they are more
likely to follow through on it.” [Verdict:

First impressions
count, but last
ones sometimes
count even more
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talking about his “obsession” with
education. His wife is out with their
daughter and he is in charge of his
three polite, chatty boys aged 6-9. We
retreat to his office, a book-crammed
shed at the bottom of the garden
beyond a tepee, which is drying out
after a weekend at a literary festival.
As the architect of the West London

Free School, he became close to
Michael Gove and was dismayed when
he was moved from the department of
education to become chief whip. Have
they spoken about it? “I did text him
the day it happened, but he didn’t
respond. Pretty busy. I think if he is
disappointed, he’ll be disappointed
that the prime minister and his
advisors have concluded that
Gove-ites have been losing the
argument on education reform. And
the NUT, the socialist workers’ party,
Fiona Millar [the partner of Alastair
Campbell and an education
campaigner] et al, have been winning
the argument. My impression is that
those of us on the side of reform have
been winning the argument.”
Shouldn’t Gove have done more to

take teachers with him? “It would be
very difficult to achieve anything like
what he’s achieved without
antagonising the educational
establishment, which is by definition
extremely conservative and resistant
to change. I would have preferred the
prime minister to stand by him and
not shift him to one side. Education
reform, along with welfare reform, is
what gives this government a sense of
moral purpose. Without education
reform it begins to just be about
bringing the deficit under control.”
He thinks free schools will survive
even if Labour wins.
The West London Free School

Trust now has two primary schools.
“My wife is constantly complaining

My daughter has to go to my
school: she has no choice
In a former life
Toby Young hung
out with the stars
at Vanity Fair. Now
he’s famous for his
free school — and
his children wish
he wasn’t, he tells
DamianWhitworth

A
s the face of the
country’s most
closely-watched new
free school, Toby
Young is passionate
about Michael
Gove’s flagship
schools programme

and a staunch defender of the former
education secretary. Ultimately,
though, his decision to co-found the
West London Free School was
personal, not political. He wanted to
create a school that he was happy to
send his children to.
Now his 11-year-old daughter,

the eldest of his four children, is
about to start at the school. So is it
time for Young to shed a tear of joy?
It’s not that simple, as you might
expect for a story that involves the
author of How To Lose Friends and
Alienate People.
“I always thought that the most

rewarding moment of the whole
enterprise would be seeing my
daughter walk through the school
gate for the first time. But actually

she’s forbidden me to be at school on
her first day,” he says.
“She’s understandably a bit

embarrassed about my connection to
the school, doesn’t want me to make
any appearance at the school ever and
was actually thinking of using my
wife’s maiden name as her surname to
disguise that she’s related to me.”
In the end she decided against

shedding her surname, and will have
to get used to seeing her dad around
the place because he works part-time
as chief executive of the West London
Free School Academy Trust. She has
“come around to the idea” of attending
the school “and I think she’ll start
liking it very quickly”.
He admits that he and his wife,

Caroline, did not handle the situation
perfectly. “We made a mistake in not
taking her to lots of different schools
and giving her the impression that it
was sort of ultimately her decision.
Curiously, a lot of her friends had been
allowed to choose what school to go to
by their parents. That’s increasingly
common now — particularly among
middle-class parents, oddly. My
daughter didn’t have any say in the
matter and just had to go to the West
London Free School because, after all,
I’ve done it all for her. Also, I think the
parents who have children at the
school would be absolutely horrified if
I didn’t send my own daughter to the
school. It would show a terrible lack of
confidence in the whole project.”
The West London Free School,

which opened in Hammersmith in
2011, is hugely oversubscribed but its
birth and infancy has not been easy.
The school is on its third head teacher.
“Finding a headteacher who has
experience of working in the state
sector, but values the traditional
approach to teaching and learning that
is more commonly found in the

independent sector has been a
challenge,” Young says. In Hywel
Jones, the new head, who was an
assistant head at a Catholic
comprehensive, “I think we’ve found
the right person”. The school’s move
into its permanent home has been
delayed by the discovery of
contamination that has held up
building work. “It has been more
difficult than I imagined,” Young says.
“I naively thought when I first
embarked on this particular venture
that I could take a step back once the
school had opened.”
Young, 50, a journalist and author,

made a great success of writing about
his failure as a journalist at the
celebrity bible, Vanity Fair, where he
managed to irritate just about

everyone, from Hollywood stars to his
editor, Graydon Carter. How to Lose
Friends and Alienate People was made
into a film starring Simon Pegg as
Young. On set, the author asked
Kirsten Dunst, who played his
romantic interest: “Have you fallen in
love with me yet?” and got short shrift
before being banned from the lot by
the director for making suggestions
about improving scenes.
Anyone who ran into Young back

then can confirm that he was brash
and provocative. Perhaps fatherhood
has mellowed him, for today at his
roomy home in west London he is
welcoming and self-effacing when

I did text Gove
after the
reshuffle, but he
didn’t respond
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One imagines teachers all over the

country will be braced for the sight of
parents armed with his book. He
hopes so. Pushy parents “can be a
huge pain in the arse. But schools that
do have a pushy parent body generally
do get much better results.”
Do the teachers at his own children’s

primary school dread his appearance
at parents’ evenings? He was opposed
to the way the school embraced the
“creative curriculum” which involves
studying “topics” rather than separate
subjects. However, “we’ve long since
stopped arguing about it”.
He did complain at school sports

day one year, when his daughter, who
had been trained by him for the egg
and spoon race, finished last but kept
her egg on the spoon. Everyone else
dropped their eggs, then picked them
up and carried on, instead of going
back to the beginning. “I demanded a

stewards’ enquiry but I was fobbed off
with, ‘the important thing is they’re all
enjoying themselves’.”
Young claims that he and

his wife “are probably less
pushy than some
parents”. His three boys
are playing on iPads
— but they are
playing a geography-
based game.
Can he list 100

dates in English
history, as he
recommends in his
book? “I probably
couldn’t. This book is a guide
to the parent I’d like to be,
rather than the parent I am.” The book
advocates bribery on occasion, an
approach Young pursues.
On his first day at Vanity Fair he

wore a T-shirt bearing the slogan
“Young, Dumb and Full of Come”.
What if one of his boys came home
wearing such a thing in a few years
time? “I’d probably be reasonably
tolerant. I’d be more horrified if they
came back with a tattoo.”
What would his left-wing father

have thought of free schools? “People
say ‘it’s just as well Michael Young’s no
longer alive, he must be spinning in his
grave’, but I actually think he would
have approved of free schools. One of
the reasons he parted company with
the Labour Party was because he was
no fan of the big state.”
These days he has “become more

diplomatic. I bite my tongue a lot. I try
and thank people as often as possible.”
He wrote a play about sexual
shenanigans at The Spectator and Rod
Liddle, a columnist who featured in
the comedy, “said if he saw me in
public he would punch me in the face.
But now we’re great pals”.
At the last Conservative Party

conference he was spotted by
protesters heading into a fringe
meeting. “I was recognised and
greeted with chants of, ‘Scum, scum,
scum!’ But that sort of thing doesn’t
happen nearly as often as it did.”
What Every Parent Needs to Know:
How to Help Your Child Get the Most
Out of Primary School by Toby Young,
Miranda Thomas (£14.99, Viking)

His own schools don’t follow the
national curriculum, although the
primary schools that the trust has
opened follow a similar curriculum.
His co-author, Miranda Thomas, is a
physics teacher, chair of governors at a
primary school and “not particularly
sympathetic to free schools, probably
votes Labour. A fairly typical teacher.
The book is supposed to be a useful
guide for parents. It’s not supposed to
be a Gove-ite tract.”

that I spend all my time on other
children’s education and none on that
of my own. I think she regards it as me
becoming more like my father as I get
older.” His mother, Sasha Moorsom,
was a writer and his father, Lord
Young of Dartington, wrote the
Labour manifesto in 1945, coined the
word “meritocracy” and was the brains
behind numerous social enterprises
including the Open University.
“He was a bit of a workaholic. I

think my wife is probably worried that
as I get older I’m working harder and
spending less time with the family.”
Caroline is out with their daughter
today. “She’s pretty firm. I have to do
bath and bed every night and I’m not
supposed to work at weekends.”
He has co-writtenWhat Every

Parent Needs to Know: How to Help
Your Child Get the Most Out of Primary
School, a guide to the new national
curriculum in primary schools. He
says there is a misguided view that
Gove is a champion of Gradgrindian
rote learning. “When people actually
sit down and read the national
curriculum or see how it’s being
taught, they’ll be much less critical.”

Top: Toby Young and,
above, Simon Pegg
plays Young alongside
Kirsten Dunst in How
To Lose Friends and
Alienate People

Pushy parents
can be a pain in
the arse, but they
get results

A tale of
two Royal
bags

I
magine you’re Prince William.
What bag do you take for a
weekend shouting at builders at
your new country house? A
battered Mulberry canvas and
leather tote? No. What was he
actually pictured arriving with
at King’s Cross? (Only a fool

tries to drive back to London from
north Norfolk on a Sunday night.
With luck and a following wind, you
might arrive in time for work on
Monday). Anyway, while Kate was

toting a reassuringly expensive-
looking bag (the £245

Odyssey from
Sandstorm Kenya, a
company that
started out making
safari tents),
Prince William
was carrying a
nylon duffle bag
from Cotton
Traders (price

unknown, but surely
cheap). This is, to say

the least, unexpected.
For those unfamiliar with

Cotton Traders, it supplies
reasonably-priced leisurewear to the
[very] middle-aged masses. If you are
45-plus and in the market for a stripy
polo shirt, or a blackberry-coloured
fleece, you could do a lot worse, and
pay a lot more, elsewhere. You
couldn’t design a website less likely
to scare the horses, and it supports
Help for Heroes, too. By happy
chance, there is a store in King’s
Lynn, from where the Cambridges
were catching their train. Perhaps
their famously frugal eyes were
caught by his’n’hers fleeces for £17.
But what do normal 32-year-old

men in Norfolk wear? I asked my
Turnip Toff on the ground, as
Norfolk’s high society has been
christened, to enlighten me.
“Prince William is a classic

example of someone who looks like
they’ve been beamed into Norfolk
from Fulham,” she says. “Most men
of his age and class — and don’t
underestimate how many seriously
posh people there are in Norfolk —
would carry something very old,
without any visible logo. They were
probably given it by their godmother
for their 21st birthday. Any branding
is considered bad form, fleeces are
only to be worn in Verbier.”
Maybe it was a strategy: he was

trying to blend in with the masses.
Maybe his battered old tote broke
suddenly as he was approaching the
station. Personally, I blame the
godparents.
Hilary Rose

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER MARY TURNER
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C
ancers of the kidney
and bladder kill nearly
as many people in the
UK as breast cancer
yet they have nothing
like its profile, and the
cardinal sign of
trouble — blood in

the urine — isn’t always taken as
seriously as it should be.
Obvious blood in the urine

(hematuria) should never be ignored
and always warrants further
investigation, but there still seems to
be some confusion as to what to do
with people with traces which are
invisible to the naked eye and only
detected on testing with a dipstick.

And this microscopic hematuria is a
common finding occurring in as many
as 1 in 20 healthy individuals tested
during routine medicals.
The National Institute for Health

and Care Excellence (Nice) has issued
guidance on how to manage
microscopic hematuria, but in my
experience it is often ignored. The
latest potentially worrying finding
comes from a study into whether
invisible blood suggests an underlying
cancer. In what the team describes as
“the first robust study” into the link,
researchers from the University of
Exeter Medical School have just
published findings showing that
people over 60 testing positive for
blood on a dipstick have a 1 in 60
chance of having bladder cancer.
Of course that means 59 out of

every 60 don’t — and that pick-up rate
will be much lower in younger patients
— but even so it warrants further
investigation, irrespective of age.
Causes range from cystitis to kidney
disease, but if no obvious cause can be
found, microscopic hematuria should
prompt referral to a specialist, and as a
matter of some urgency in patients
over 50 who are more likely to have
cancer of the kidney or bladder.
Obvious blood in the urine is a

much easier problem to manage. It
can occur normally with some
infections of the urinary tract — other
telltale signs include needing to pee
more often and stinging when you do
— but if it is painless it should
immediately raise a red flag and the
patient be referred urgently.
Although bladder and kidney cancer

are more common in the elderly they
can strike much earlier as I have
learned to my cost. My father-in-law
died from kidney cancer when he was
79, but I have also lost two of my
friends to the disease, one of whom
was younger than me, so it now

features prominently on my radar.
And kidney cancer is on the increase,
with rates doubling in the UK over the
past 40 years.
White middle-aged and elderly

men are most at risk of kidney and
bladder cancer. And 1 in 25 men will
develop one or the other at some
stage of their life, compared to around
1 in 50 women. Smoking remains the
most important cause of both and the
risk continues for some time after
giving up (up to 20 years later in
the case of bladder cancer), but
obesity and high blood pressure are
two other all too common risk factors
for kidney cancer.
As with nearly all cancers the

survival rates are much better if the
disease is caught early, but if blood
in the urine is missed or ignored
then the diagnosis is often delayed,
complicating treatment and
worsening the prognosis. The
overall survival rate for both cancers
is just over 50 per cent (compared to
85 per cent for breast cancer) and
they kill about 10,000 people every
year in the UK.
Nice advises against general

screening using dipsticks to test for
invisible blood because pick-up rate
for underlying disease is so low,
but that doesn’t mean a positive
test should be dismissed even if it is
just part of an insurance medical.
In most cases there will be a
simple explanation, but for a small
minority invisible blood can be
the first sign of a serious problem.
Don’t ignore it.
For more details visit
Exeter.ac.uk/news/featurednews

If there’s a
trace of
blood, don’t
ignore it

JOE MCLAREN

What causes
night sweats?
My husband has
had them for
years — to the
extent that his
pillow is soaked
when he wakes
up in the
morning

Night sweats are a
common complaint
and, in milder cases,
often due to conditions
such as anxiety and
stress, or a side-effect
of drugs such as
aspirin, antidepressants
and steroids.
However, drenched

sweats, particularly if
they are of recent onset
and accompanied by
other symptoms such
as fatigue and weight
loss, are more sinister.
They are associated
with more serious
problems ranging from
obstructive sleep
apnoea (breathing
problems in heavy
snorers) or an
over-active thyroid, to
infection (such as TB)
and underlying cancers

like lymphoma.
The clue is often in

the story and this will
prompt your doctor to
do the appropriate
investigations (which
typically include blood
tests and a chest X-ray).
But if your husband has
been having his for
years, is otherwise well
and his pillow is the
only thing soaked then
I suspect he may simply
have overactive sweat
glands in the head and
neck (hyperhidrosis),
which requires no
specific treatment if it
isn’t bothering him.
One to pursue with
your own GP please.
If you have a health
problem, email
drmarkporter@
thetimes.co.uk

Warning signs that say
go and see a specialist

6 Painless blood in your
urine always requires urgent
specialist referral
6 If the blood is accompanied by
pain, and causes such as kidney
stones or infection is suspected, then
these must be confirmed with further
testing. If the results come back
negative then the patient should be
referred for a specialist opinion to
rule out other problems
6 Persistent infections associated
with bleeding in patients over
40 require urgent investigation
6 Visit nice.org.uk for the full
guidance on haematuria

Q A

Dr Mark
Porter
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A
merica’s government
has been on short
rations for a while
now, but surely
there must be a few
nickels rattling
around to teach its
diplomats a few

basic rules of etiquette. When the
Arabs present you with the eye of the
sheep, you gobble it down as if it were
a sticky bun. When the Armenians
boil cow’s feet in your honour, you ask
for seconds. And when the British
cook you roast lamb, pink in the
middle, and potatoes, you don’t close
your eyes and think of hamburgers
and sweet corn, you smack your lips
and start a conversation about mint
sauce versus jelly.
What you don’t do a year into your

posting, as Matthew Barzun, the
Ambassador to the Court of St James
has done, is gab about how you’ve had
it up to here with lamb. Why not
snigger about the length of cricket
matches or Black Rod’s tights while
you’re at it? Perhaps they already do
over at the White House vegetable
garden as they stand around nibbling
on corn dogs (hot dogs deep fried in
corn batter) and buffalo wings.
Having lived in America for most of

the past 15 years, my palate has
become accustomed to the local
cooking. I eat jelly on my toast in the
morning rather than jam. I know not
to ask for a pork rind expecting the
voyage of fatty, gristly discovery that is
an English pork scratching. Instead
what I get is a puffed up, Wotsit-like
thing, with only a distant whiff of pig.
But I do miss a roast lunch and I

have become sadly used to thinking
of lamb as a specialty food. My
local butcher in Connecticut
keeps a few chops in his freezer,
vacuum-packed, top-shelf stuff
from Colorado. Delicious but
madly expensive. The first time
I went to him asking for
minced lamb, a special order
had to be placed, the meat
grinder had to be cleaned
out and sanitised and I
was told to come back in
three days to pick it up.
All for a shepherd’s pie.
Fresh, local meat is a big

deal for American hunters
and the progressive farm-to-
table movement. A couple of
years ago, I was driving along
a dark country road in early
winter and hit a deer. A

hunter drove up in a pick-up truck
behind me, wearing full camouflage,
and shot it to put it out of its misery.
He then asked if I wanted to take the
body home for meat. When
I declined, he slung it in the back of
his truck. That never happened to me
in Oxfordshire.
Generally, if you serve up a slice of

Below: Matthew Barzun, the Ambassador to the Court of St James, and his wife, Brooke. Above: A typical American diner

What
Americans
do like
to eat

recognise, such as grape. Bitter,
chunky marmalade is yet to take off.

0 Sausage — we are now in deep
waters. Sausage with an American
breakfast is most likely a slightly
sweet hockey puck of sausage meat,
a sort of sausage micro-burger. Links
are closer to the British chipolata.
The closest thing to a British banger
is the bratwurst, though this is rarely
on a breakfast menu. Mini sausage
rolls are pigs in blankets.

0 Surf and turf —a celebratory main
course usually containing shellfish —
possibly an entire lobster — and a
steak.

0 Tea — often followed by a series of
questions. Hot or iced? Herbal or
caffeinated? Milk or sugar is usually
last on this lengthy questionnaire.

roast lamb in America most will find it
too gamey. Fifty years ago they used
to eat more of it, but today the average
American eats just a pound of lamb
per year. Or rather, most eat none,
and a few Greek-Americans and those
with a taste for French-style braised
lamb, or racks of chops with little
white chef’s hats on the bones, eat
quite a lot. Almost half of Americans
have never eaten lamb,
at least according to a study by
the American lamb board. Why
they’ve gone off it is anyone’s guess,
though Claire Clark, a British chef
who spent five years at the French
Laundry restaurant in California,
suggests, “They think it is too fatty
and greasy. They’re just not used to
that taste profile. Lots of Americans
still won’t eat rare meat, and if lamb
comes pink, which it obviously should,
then they wonder if it is safe to eat.”
Perhaps they just remember Clarice
Starling and the lambs that won’t
stop screaming.
Whatever the reason, pork, beef and

chicken are the preferred meats by far.
However, these mostly corn-fed meats
aren’t eaten for their taste, but rather
as bland delivery mechanisms for
bottled sauces. So perhaps we should
forgive Ambassador Barzun his social
prang. As a representative of his
country, his taste is spot on. Give the
man a Scotch egg..

Why Americans don’t eat lamb
The new US
Ambassador has
said he’s tired of
being served lamb.
When it comes to
food, America is a
foreign country,
says expat Philip
Delves Broughton

I have become
used to thinking
of lamb as a
specialty food

BRACA NADEZDIC/SCOPE BEAUTY

0 Bacon — not the soft English
rasher, but fried to a crisp so it can
be eaten with one’s fingers.

0 Chips — anything from corn chips
or nachos, served with dips, to potato
chips, something closer to the
English crisp. But it’s Mesquite and
lime flavour rather than cheese and
onion, prawn cocktail or Bovril.

0 Cookies — biscuits, if you’re
English; but not jaffa cakes, those
have never really crossed the
Atlantic. Oreos remain the classic.

0 Home fries — mealy potatoes
served with a fried breakfast. Not to
be confused with a french fry or a
hash brown.

0 Jelly — like jam, though comes in
flavours the English might not
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A
t this year’s 71st
Venice Film Festival,
the men of
Hollywood
contemplated their
navels and were
mightily pleased,
serving up three

films about the actor’s life imitating
art: Birdman, The Humbling, and She’s
Funny Like That. But the winds of
change blew in with thunderstorms
across the Lido, in the feisty forms of
Girls’ creator Lena Dunham, Danish
director Lars von Trier, and actress
Frances McDormand, all of whom
advocated long-form television as the
new cinematic art.

Why a four-hour
TVmini-series is the
best thing at Venice
There’s a lot of male navel-gazing at this year’s film fest but
women of the small screen are shaking it up, says Kate Muir

“Ninety minutes is not long enough
to tell a nuanced female story,”
announced McDormand, who
produced and stars in the four-hour
Olive Kitteridge mini series, which
premiered to acclaim and howls of
laughter on the Sala Grande
widescreen in Venice yesterday. The
blackly comic, sharply observed drama
with McDormand as Maine’s most
peculiar maths teacher, stroppy
mother and interfering neighbour,
comes to television in November, but
was shot by Oscar-nominated director
Lisa Cholodenko on old-fashioned
film.
McDormand, who famously played

the tough-talking policewoman Marge

Gunderson in Fargo, bought the rights
to the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel
Olive Kitteridge, and cast herself. “I’ve
made a career playing supporting roles
to male protagonists, and now, aged 57,
I have my own iconic role,” she says.
She’s right, as usual — if Kitteridge
were a film, I’d give it five stars.
No festival is complete nowadays

without a pop-up Lars von Trier
moment, and the film-maker, who last
courted controversy at Cannes in 2011
when he said he understood Hitler,
was on the red carpet with Charlotte
Gainsbourg to promote his director’s
cut of Nymphomaniac. At the press
conference, his producer said von
Trier was bringing provocation to the

Emma Stone, who is
starring in Birdman,
runs the gauntlet of
the Venice Film
Festival red carpet
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Thomson. Directed by
Alejandro González
Iñárritu, the drama is
superb, a hallucinogenic,
witty takedown of thespian
ambition, as Riggan attemp
to slough off his “Birdman
costume and direct a Raymond
play. Keaton is almost upstaged by his
amoral lead actor, played by Edward
Norton, and some monster flying
special effects from the daring
Iñárritu. A brittle Naomi Watts and a
sweaty Zach Galifianakis complete the
cast, along with Andrea Riseborough.
Yet Keaton rises above it all, and in the

opening scene is seen levitating in his
underpants in his dressing room. In a
parallel universe, we will probably see
Keaton’s own career move from the
doldrums to an Oscar nomination.

Next up was Peter Bogdanovich’s
She’s Funny Like That, with Imogen
Poots and Owen Wilson in the
largely unfunny story of a
hooker-turned-actress playing a
hooker on stage. As a comeback for
Bogdanovich after years in the
wilderness, it failed. Finally, the
ultimate in self-indulgence arrived:
Al Pacino playing an ageing broken

actor in and adaptation of Philip
Roth’s The Humbling who cures
himself through rehab and the love of
a much, much younger woman played
by the glorious Greta Gerwig. In a
parallel universe, Pacino, 74, arrived
for his big comeback on the red carpet,
accompanied by a much, much
younger woman — his girlfriend
Lucila Solá, 35. Pacino had a second
film showing, Manglehorn, and aside
from his manic performance, it is
incredibly dull.

So far, aside from Birdman, the most
powerful — and also most
controversial — entry of the 20 in
competition at Venice is a

documentary from the British
director Joshua Oppenheimer called
The Look of Silence, which
examines the mass killing of more
than a million supposed
Communists after the failed
Indonesian coup of 1965. Visceral,
gut-churning and shocking, the

film comes as a companion piece to
the previous Oscar-nominated The Act
of Killing. In the first film,
Oppenheimer persuaded Indonesia’s
state-sanctioned murderers and
torturers to re-enact their crimes as
living history, sometimes in
bizarre costumes.

In The Look of Silence, he reveals the
same story from the victims’ point of
view, perhaps a concession to the
horrified reaction to his initial work.
His protagonist is “anonymous”, a
friendly optician who fits glasses for
many of the killers, and listens to their
stories. His own brother was taken
from home and hacked to pieces with
a machete in the Snake River mass
killings, yet he listens with a

preternatural calm to the stories of
guards, still unpunished.

There’s a moment when one
killer talks about drinking

victims’ blood, in the
belief it prevented him

om becoming crazy,
and it is extremely hard

remain in the cinema.
the film, for all its

emotional and human
loitation, brings the

holocaust into
rifying focus, and Oppenheimer’s

cinematography luxuriates in bright
pinks and greens of interiors, and the
tropical landscape, to show the
country’s gentler side.

Another film with political teeth was
99 Homes, a compelling drama from
American director Ramin Bahrani, in
which Spiderman’s Andrew Garfield
comes down to earth with a bump as a
young, single dad who loses his home
in the 2010 sub-prime mortgage crash
in Florida. Crushed by recession and
repossession, he can no longer work
on building sites, and is seduced into
working for the enemy — an estate
agent. In what will surely be an Oscar
nomination for best supporting actor,
Michael Shannon plays the white-
suited shark of a realtor who offers
Garfield this Faustian pact.

With the festival just over the
halfway mark, there’s no telling who
will bag the Golden Lion for best film.
The French entries have been clichéd
and thin; and Fatih Akin’s much
anticipated Armenian-American epic
The Cut floundered with a script like a
school play, despite a fine performance
from Tahar Rahim. Hope is rising on
the Lido, however, for today’s
premiere, a film seven years in the
making from Swedish auteur Roy
Andersson, the splendidly titled A
Pigeon Sat on a Branch Reflecting on

small screen with The House That Jack
Built, “a TV series as you will never
have seen before and never will again.
You better hold your breath.”
Scandi-noir just got blacker.

A few days earlier, Dunham arrived
by water taxi with 42 episodes of
HBO’s award-winning Girls under her
belt. She was at the festival as part of
the Prada-sponsored Miu Miu
Women’s Tales series of films by
women directors. At a talk on women
and film she said: “New, cheaper
technology is completely breaking
down barriers for young women to
make the movies they want for
cinema, TV or just the way I started
with short films on YouTube. The
medium doesn’t matter any more.”

Dunham acknowledged that she had
come a long way from embarrassing
herself on YouTube, waving her “free
Prada shoes” in the air as a sign of
having arrived at adulthood of a sort.
She and her writing partner Jenni
Konner created the fearless Girls
series by pushing the boundaries.
“‘Let’s crack our heads open!’ is what I
say when we start writing,” Dunham
said, “and HBO just gives us space to
do what we want.” Her recent

(eventually rejected) idea for Girls
“included one episode about a
man who keeps his penis in a tiny
cage”. More seriously, she plans “a
girl’s coming of age story set in
the year 1290”. Obviously.

Film festivals are increasingly
acknowledging intelligent, cinematic
television series. Berlin premiered
Jane Campion’s Top of the Lake and
Venice showed Todd Haynes’s Mildred
Pierce. Olive Kitteridge director
Cholodenko, who made The Kids Are
All Right, said: “We are all film
directors who relish the fact that great
character studies are being made for
TV, with a long arc, just as the best
films showing at festivals are detailed
character studies.”

This year’s festival is also specialising
in detailed character studies of the
American actor behind the scenes.
Someone on Sunset Boulevard must
issue a zeitgeist alert every year, and
three films examine the profession and
particularly the ageing actor past his
sell-by date.

The best of the bunch was the
opening film Birdman, starring former
Batman actor Michael Keaton as
former superhero actor Riggan

Below left: Michael
Keaton, left, and
Edward Norton in
Birdman. Below:
Charlotte Gainsbourg.
Above:Al Pacino stars
in The Humbling.
Right: Frances
McDormand. Below
right: Lena Dunham

FRANCO ORIGLIA/GETTY
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preternatural calm to the stories of
the guards, still unpunished.

There’s a moment when one
killer talks about drinking
his victims’ blood, in the
belief it prevented him
from becoming crazy,
and it is extremely hard
to remain in the cinema.

Yet the film, for all its
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Existence. Doesn’t
get more art-
house than that.
The Venice film
festival continues
until Saturday

Ninety minutes is
not long enough
to tell a nuanced
female story
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Proms 58 and 59
Salome; Elektra
Albert Hall
{{{{{

O
pera in concert has a
morbid allure. Lifted out of
the pit, the orchestra is a
body exposed, its skin
peeled back, the heart still

pumping. At the very least, it is
fascinating to see how a score comes
together: the precise combination of
woodwind, brass, strings or percussion
used to conjure dust, heat, blood,
intoxication or hatred. At the very
best, as in Donald Runnicles’s reading
of Strauss’s Salome with the Deutsche
Oper Berlin (Prom 58) and Semyon
Bychkov’s Elektra with the BBC
Symphony Orchestra (Prom 59), it is
an overwhelmingly direct experience.
The two operas describe fantasies

too violent for the psychoanalyst’s
couch. The balance might have been
cleaner on radio, but to listen at home
would be to miss two performances of
riveting intensity: Nina Stemme’s wild-
eyed Salome, a teenager as enthralled
by contempt for her dysfunctional
family as she is by lust for Samuel
Yuon’s Jokanaan, and Christine
Goerke’s barefoot Elektra, her sarcasm
and fury concealing a kernel of love
and hope. Stemme’s pure, handsome
tone and Goerke’s implacable heft and
gleam were beautifully supported by
the orchestras and their conductors.
Runnicles’s Salome was swift and

lithe, all moon-drunk strings, cool
horns and hot trilling flutes; Bychkov’s
Elektra was studded with details, acrid
pizzicato strings, oily contrabassoon,
glowing trombones. In the first opera,
Doris Soffel smouldered as Salome’s
mother Herodias, Burkhard Ulrich
was a brittle, dangerous Herod,
Thomas Blondelle a compelling
Narraboth. In Elektra, Felicity Palmer
was a thrilling Clytemnestra and Gun-
Brit Barkmin a frantic Chrysothemis,
while Johan Reuter sang Orestes with
lieder-like beauty. This was true
immersion, the coming together of
more than 30 singers and more than
200 players, monstrous and beautiful.
Anna Picard

Matthew Kelly plays the slow-witted old-timer Nellie

Nothing half-baked
about this first play
Set in a bread factory, Richard Bean’s early
work is a real treat, says Dominic Maxwell

Theatre
Toast
Park Theatre, N4
{{{{(

A
lthough Richard Bean
wrote Toast more than a
decade before he hit the big
time with One Man, Two
Guvnors, there is nothing

remotely half-baked about his first
professional play. Eleanor Rhode’s
first-rate revival, the first in London
since its Royal Court debut in 1999, is
staged with enough passion, precision
and wit to make it look the equal of
any of the work that followed.
Bean was already 42 when he

wrote it, following careers as an
occupational psychologist and a
comedian. He’d also spent a gap

year working in a bread factory
in his native Hull, which became the
setting for this tale of seven men
playing games with each other —
some more harmless than others — in
their break room on a Sunday shift
that turns from listless to urgent.
The plot is slow to make itself

known, yet the details of work-life
are so finely drawn, the earthy banter
is so expert, that our two hours in this
factory are always compelling. Each
man is funny yet real and entirely
distinct. There’s Steve Nicolson’s
Blakey, grimacing behind specs that
make him look like the man from the
R Whites advert — well, this is 1975
— and tossing his teabag into the bin
from across the room as if he’s done it
10,000 times before. There is Simon
Greenall’s gurgling, playful Cecil; Matt
Sutton’s agitated Peter in his flared
jeans; Finlay Robertson’s tattooed
ex-sailor, Dezzie, girding his loins
for a conjugal break-time dash home.
Will Barton’s Colin, the shop steward,
wears a tie and speaks in aspirational
vowels. John Wark’s Lance is a
cords-wearing student, yet is far too
bumptious and odd to come across as
an author figure. And it’s wonderful
simply to watch Matthew Kelly, as the
jowly, slow-witted old-timer Nellie,
whose wife rations him to 20
cigarettes a week, masticating his way
unhurriedly through a sandwich. He
ain’t nothing but a hangdog.
There’s an unseen boss, a Mr

Beckett, known to be “shagging that
girl on custards with no teeth”.
Toast is too strongly tied to the real

world to be some Beckettian exercise,
though: Bean peppers everything
with humour and tenderness, bile
and self-awareness. Rhode’s vivid,
perfectly paced production takes place
on a dirty grey set, by James Turner,
backed by Max Pappenheim’s
clankingly mechanical sound design.
It knows when to be urgent and

when to slack off. And the performers
act brilliantly, without sentiment, to
find the soul of a play that reminds us
how badly we need even the
crummiest job to give us not just
dough but also a sense of being
useful; a sense of belonging. A
great British bake-off indeed.
Box office: 020 7870 6876, to Sept 21

Theatre
Autobahn
King’s Head, N1
{{(((

A
road trip with Neil LaBute
at the wheel is bound to
head down some dark and
twisting byways. So it
proves in the American

author’s cycle of seven vignettes, all set
in the two front seats of a car, and all
bearing the familiar LaBute tyre tracks
of black humour and disturbing
dysfunction. Language is slippery, used
to manipulate, justify or deceive, and
often one character’s stubborn silence
is as eloquent as the high-velocity
chatter of another. Tim Sullivan’s
production is delicate, intelligent, but
slow; for all that the writing’s nuances
demand close attention, you long for
him to step on the gas. The acting is
similarly detailed, but the piece’s
repetitive structure has limited appeal.
From the conversations emerge

stories of abuse, betrayal, violence and
obsession. Sharon Maughan is coolly
elegant throughout, playing three
discreetly floundering women
negotiating, respectively, a vengeful,
drug-using daughter fresh from rehab,
extravagant business-trip indiscretions
and a husband’s appalling secret. Zoë
Swenson-Graham is a fresh-faced
Lolita whose cross-country journey
with her driving teacher (Henry
Everett) has a sinister forced
cheeriness. By contrast, she turns a
lovers’ tryst with Tom Slatter as her
smug grad student boyfriend into a
funny nightmare, transforming from
the bouncy check-out girl he mistook
for a simple bit of disposable fun into a
wild-eyed stalker. The car, a “bubble of
glass and steel”, initially makes an
effective thematic device, with its
contradictory connotations of
freedom and confinement. But while
the video backdrop changes the
overall dramatic effect is as
monotonous as a stretch of freeway.
Ultimately, we encounter these people
too fleetingly to care what happens
when they reach their destination.
SamMarlowe
Box office: 020 7478 0160, to Sept 20

Pop
Rewind North Festival
Capesthorne Hall, Cheshire
{{{((

T
he 1980s never really ended,
they just got their own music
festival. Launched five years
ago in Henley-on-Thames,
Rewind has since expanded

with an annual sister event in Scotland
and, as of last weekend, in northern
England too. Held in the handsome
lakeside grounds of an 18th-century
manor house in rural Cheshire, the
inaugural Rewind North felt like
stumbling into a Smash Hits annual
from 1985. The middle-aged audience
treated it like a retro-themed fancy
dress party, many in neon-pink
legwarmers, Boy George dreadlocks
and Ghostbusters overalls.
Rewind concentrated on a cohort of

vintage acts, chiefly veterans of the
Live Aid generation such as Nik
Kershaw, Billy Ocean and Midge Ure.
Each was allotted between 15 and 50
minutes to play a condensed set of
greatest hits, all accompanied by the

same in-house backing band.
Rewind was full of easy targets for

scathing rock critics. Even a relatively
contemporary star, Spandau Ballet
singer Tony Hadley, was all foghorn
blast and charmless smarm.
Fortunately, Rewind North also
featured some more cultish 1980s
icons who transcended the festival’s
cosy karaoke format and reminded us
of a richer, darker, more politically
charged decade. One was the eerily
ageless Jimmy Somerville, who
transformed the arena into a joyous
disco party. Holly Johnson and Marc
Almond provided some much-needed
melodrama and salacious innuendo.
“What song should I play next?”
Almond teased, “perhaps an obscure
B-side from one of my concept
albums...?” Cue Tainted Love, of course.
Rick Astley gave a hugely engaging
performance, punctuating his
burnished bass-baritone pop-soul
anthems with deadpan music-hall
humour and a sparkly singalong
version of Daft Punk’s Get Lucky: “I’m
a bit too old to sing this,” said the 48-
year-old Astley, “but what do I care?”
The Rewind manifesto in a nutshell.
Stephen Dalton

Pop
End of the
Road Festival
Larmer Tree
Gardens, Wilts
{{{{(

N
estled deep in the beautiful
countryside on the
Dorset/Witshire border, the
End of the Road Festival
was so-called because it

was once the last of the season.
Bestival and Festival Number 6 now
share that accolade, but End of the
Road endures in a crowded and
competitive market because it knows
its audience (almost exclusively white,
middle-class and aged 30-plus) and
caters for them accordingly.
There were beards and Rough Trade

bags by the bucket-load; the craft
beers flowed and on-trend Indian
street food vendors plied their trade in
food stalls. Bijou in size, the intimate,
manageable setting was conducive to a
therapeutic and relaxing festival
experience. You could take an
afternoon stroll through a sunken dell
as the beguiling strains of alt-folkers
Lau drifted over from the Garden
Stage. Giant flags, so omnipresent at
most UK festivals, were banned, so the
crowd waved foliage instead as British
Sea Power captivated with their
evocative indie rock.
While the environment was tasteful

and safe, many of the musical choices

were not. St Vincent blew the Friday
night crowd away with a set of daring,
experimental art-pop that
encompassed the best of Björk and
Grace Jones, and even the heavy riffs
of Black Sabbath. The Leeds psych
rockers Hookworms tore the roof off
the Big Top, frontman MJ howling like
a demented lay preacher over the
band’s tight, groovy sonic onslaught.
The Flaming Lips brought their own

inimitable brand of psychedelic chaos
to Saturday night. Wayne Coyne,
resplendent in an outlandish tinsel
jacket, shared the stage with dancing
inflatable maggots and a cartoon sun,
the backdrop a riot of kaleidoscopic
colours. A cover of the Beatles’ altered
states anthem Lucy in the Sky with
Diamonds was rapturously received.
However, the crowd was just as happy
to listen attentively to a surreal Welsh
history lesson-cum-pop concert from
Gruff Rhys. In fact, there were many
edifying experiences on offer all over
the site, one of many reasons why,
when other festivals are going bust,
End of the Road will celebrate its
tenth anniversary next year in
rude health.
Joe Clay

From comedy to
classical: read all
the reviews first
thetimes.co.uk/firstnight

MARILYN KINGWILL
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Lady Berlin
Wife of Sir Isaiah Berlin whose Oxford home was a magnet for musicians, artists, writers and politicians

Aline in 1934, the year of her first marriage and, below, with Sir Isaiah, to whom she was married for more than 40 years

For more than 40 years, Isaiah and
Aline Berlin were one of the great dou-
ble acts in the life of Oxford University
and prominent in that, too, of New
York, Paris and Jerusalem.
Yet when they announced their en-

gagement in 1954, friendsof the45-year
old philosopher were surprised not just
that he wasmarrying at all, but that his
fiancée was someone as different from
his untidy bachelor self as the shy,
graceful and sporty Aline— a success-
ful amateur golfer of the 1930s. Her
mother deemedhim “unmarriageable”.
That such doubts proved so wide of

the mark was testament to the healing
properties of love and to the security
that marriage can offer. Sir Isaiah once
compared it to hereditarymonarchy as
an example of an institution which no
rational man would devise, and yet
which works. The two came to each
other bruised by experience. Berlin had
enjoyed uneasy and largely unrequited
relationships with women, and was
passing through a series of intellectual
and emotional crises which included
the death of his father.
Aline’s world had been upset just

before the war by the loss of a brother
and a sister, and then of her husband to
cancer. It left her a widow with a baby
son at 24. The life that she had known
hitherto, that of well-born French Jew-
ry, had next been swept away by the

German invasion,whichhaddrivenher
intoexile.Her secondmarriage, in 1943,
to Hans Halban, the nuclear physicist,
hadnot fulfilledherhopes for it and she
had withdrawn further into herself.
In Berlin, she said later, she found

someone who could make her laugh
andwho“thawed”her.The twobecame
close in 1952when sheworkedwithhim
on a French translation of the essay on
Tolstoy’s view of history, The Hedgehog
and the Fox, which would make his
name widely known beyond Oxford
(He would be knighted in 1957).
Hehad in fact first noticedher in 1941

on board ship to America. Although
they had subsequently met on several
occasions, she had found him unpre-
possessing. This was despite his well-
founded reputation as one of the best
conversationalists of the century— his
discourse was once compared to a run-
ning bath-tap, and he could allegedly
chatter at four hundredwords permin-
ute. Their friendship had not bloomed
until 1946when she andHalbanmoved
toOxford; withBerlin, she discovered a
shared love of music, especially opera,
and began to travel together to festivals
such as that at Aix-en-Provence.
Aline became fascinated by Berlin’s

intellectual facility and, although she
was moved when he declared his feel-
ings for her, she was also aware of the
differences between them. She had had
little formal schooling, which could
make her feel insecure and exacerbate
her natural reserve. She could be inde-
cisive and impatient: in later life, she
hated wasting time by arriving early at
airports, where Isaiah was happy to sit
for hours chatting to other passengers.
Certainly, they had their Jewish identi-

ties in common, but those toowere dis-
similar, Berlin having been born in
Russia. “I was Western Europe,” she
once said, “he was Eastern Europe.”
Yet once she and Halban had agreed

to divorce in 1954, she and Berlin found
in each other a devoted, confident and
mutual contentment.He gave her reas-
surance, and she gave him the stability
of family life; he proved an excellent
step-father to her three sons, saying,
“Think of me as a permanent lodger.”
Headington House, the fine Geor-

gianproperty thatwasherhome inOx-
ford when she married Berlin, became
one of the centres of social life for aca-
demics, writers, politicians and artists
far beyond the city. Stravinsky and
Shostakovich came to dinner, as did
friends of her own such as Anne Flem-
ing (wifeof Ian)and theCountessofAv-
on (ClarissaEden). In 1966, she encour-
aged Isaiah to become the founding
president of Wolfson College, Oxford,
and for the next eight years she more

thanplayedher part in its successful es-
tablishment.Not everywife of aheadof
house would wear clothes by Worth in
the lunch queue, or discreetly fund a
day nursery at the college, the first in
Oxford. It was through her contacts
that the Ashmolean Museum was per-
suaded to lend fourPre-Raphaelite car-
toons to adorn the walls of the main
seminar room, and her support for the
rowing clubwasmarked by the naming
of the 1st VIII’s boat in her honour.
She also createdhomes inAlbany, off

Piccadilly, and on the Italian coast near
Portofino. Yet while much of her out-
look remained French, she and Berlin
were in agreement that the country
which had taken them in, England, was
the most civilised of nations. It was a
harmony of feeling such as this that

prompted Isaiah to remark: “I am in fa-
vour of marriage, I think it is a very
blessed condition. I waited too long, yet
we have been happily married for 40
years, Aline and I, and neither of us has
regretted a second.”
Aline Berlin is survived by the son of

her first marriage, Michel, for many
years head of the Impressionist and
Modern Art department at Sotheby’s,
and by the two sons of her secondmar-
riage, Peter, a publisher, and Philippe, a
professor of medicine.
ShewasbornAlineElisabethYvonne

deGunzbourg in 1915 inLondon,where
her family had taken refuge from the
German advance towards Paris. Her
father, Baron Pierre de Gunzbourg,
came from a line of Russian bankers,
while her mother Yvonne’s family, the

Deutsch de la Meurthes, had made
their fortune from oil and petrol in the
early years of motoring and aviation.
Although she grew up in Paris in

great comfort — she remembered the
plutocrat Calouste Gulbenkian trying
to breed ornamental pheasants, which
kept being run over — her family did
not prize learning. She took up golf in
part to escape their sometimes stifling
company and went on to win the
French ladies’ championship in 1934.
That sameweekshebecameengaged

to André Strauss, whose father, Jules,
was a banker and a noted collector, and
fromher husband she began to learn to
appreciate art. Soon after his death in
1939, however, she was forced to leave
behind much of what she owned,
driving from her chateau inNormandy
to Biarritz in a single day to escape the
Germans. She was eventually able to
secure visas forAmerica for herself and
her son, travelling via Barcelona.
There they stayed at the Ritz, but

when it came to pay the bill she realised
she did not have enough money. Her
father’s cousin, however, had been one
of César Ritz’s backers, and on learning
this the manager waived the bill.
She eventually inherited the family

shares in the Paris Ritz, although she
disliked allusions to her wealth and
complained to Isaiah that it was
not proper to talk about money.
His answer was that, on the contrary,
it was the most interesting subject in
the world.
Since his death in 1997, she supported

the ongoing publication of his essays
and letters. She also continued to
enjoy fiercely competitive games of
Scrabble, which she usually won.

Lady Berlin, golfer and wife of Sir Isaiah
Berlin, was born on January 4, 1915.
She died on August 25, 2014, aged 99

He gave her reassurance,
and she gave him the
stability of family life

COURTESY OF ANDREW STRAUSS

Sir David Mitchell
John Batten writes:
As a 20-year-old
greenhorn in
between banking
jobs, I worked at El
Vino’s in 1960, past-
ing labels on bottles
(the firm also
shipped) and listen-

ing in on conversations between the
likes of Henry Fairlie, John Raymond,
BarbaraGriggsand the leaderwritersof
the day, teasing out their themes. They
were exciting times for a boy fresh from
rural Devon. The patron at El Vino’s
thenwasFrankBower, a slightly forbid-
ding presence in flowered waistcoats
and wing collars, but it was David
Mitchell (obituary, Sept 1) whose will-
ingness to excuse the mistakes I made
that I remember with affection. He was
alwaysattentive to theneed tomaintain
the highest standards, generous with
his time and unfailingly courteous.

Candida Lycett Green
Tuffy Baring writes:
Throughout the
1950sCandidaand I
spent every day to-
gether. We went to
St Andrew’s School
in Wantage, and
later St Mary’s. At
weekends and in

the holidays we would meet on our po-
nies in the outskirts of Wantage and
take thebridlepath to theRidgeway.We
would gallop from the Monument to
West Ilsley. Not a care in the world. I
don’t think our parents knewwhere we
were orwhatwewere doing, and I don’t
think it worried them for a minute. In
the evenings we’d go to the cinema to
swoon over Dirk Bogarde or Gregory
Peck. We were inseparable. What a
blissful time that was.

The Right Rev John
Austin Baker

Ron Wood writes: I
was a vicar in Salis-
bury diocese while
John Austin Baker
(obituary, Aug 27)
was bishop. My
marriage broke
down, and various
senior clergy were

unsympathetic. Bishop John sum-
monedme, and Iwas expecting a roast-
ing. But hewas loving and sympathetic,
and gave me the advice: “Find yourself
a wealthy widow, and marry her.” I’m
glad I had the opportunity, a few years
later, to introduce my wife to him, and
thank him for such sensible counsel.

Lives remembered

If you would like to add a personal view or
recollection to a published obituary, you

can send your contribution by post to Times
Obituaries, 1 London Bridge Street, London SE1
9GF, or by email to tributes@thetimes.co.uk

@

She took up golf and won
the French ladies’
championship in 1934

Bill Kerr
In our obituary of Bill Kerr (Aug 30) we
said that the final radio series of Han-
cock’s Half Hour was made in 1956. In
fact there was a further series in 1959.
We apologise for this error.

JOHN BATTEN PHOTOGRAPHY



50 FGM Tuesday September 2 2014 | the times

Register

50

John Walker Jr
US navy officer who led a family spy ring for the Soviet Union and masterminded one of America’s biggest security breaches

Walker pleaded guilty in a bargaining deal to limit the sentence for his son

John Walker, one of America’s most
notorious traitors, sold secrets to the
Russians for so long he must have be-
lieved he was safe from the clutches of
the FBI. It was only a betrayal within his
own family that uncoveredwhat he had
been passing to his Moscow controllers
for 18 years.
During the Cold War, among

America’s most closely guarded secrets
were the location and patrol patterns
of the US navy’s nuclear-powered
submarines, the “hunter killers”
searching for Russian boats, and the
“boomers”, the subs armed with
nuclear ballistic missiles.
Yet, in his capacity as aUSnavy chief

warrant officer and communications
specialist, Walker delivered to his
Russian masters the top secret codes
which enabled Moscow to chart the
whereabouts of all US submarines.
He developed a production line of

secrets that included war plans, techni-
cal manuals and operational orders.
The KGB supplied him with a minia-
ture Minox camera to photograph
thousands of documents. John Leh-
man, US navy secretary in the Reagan

in the US navy, was also recruited.
Amillion secretswere passed, and all

for money, estimated to be $1 million.
There was never anything ideological
about Walker’s spying career. He suf-
fered from heavy debts after the failure
of a bar business he had set up, and in
1976 he and Barbara, his wife,
divorced. However, he did not take into
his calculations that a woman scorned,
especially one who had turned to
alcohol for comfort, might eventually
betray him. She tried on a number of
occasions to warn the FBI that her
ex-husband was a spy, but her drunken
ramblings on the phone were initially
ignored.
The authorities eventually started an

investigation. In the early hours ofMay
20, 1985, Walker was staying in room
763 in a Maryland motel north of
Washington DC. His routine of drop-
ping off secrets in a grocery bag at one
location and picking up cash at another
had not gone according to plan. At
3.30am his phone rang and an excited
male receptionist told him his van
parked behind the motel had been
damaged in a crash and advised him
to come down immediately. He
grabbed a .38 revolver and opened his
door. Armed FBI agents were waiting
for him.
John Anthony Walker was born in

1937 in Washington DC. His father,
James Walker, was a Warner Brothers
marketerbeforehe losthis jobandwent
bankrupt. His mother, Peggy, was an
Italian-American. Walker, nicknamed
“Smilin’ Jack”,went to aCatholic school
and became an altar boy.
He joined the navy in 1955 as a radio

operator, serving on an aircraft carrier,
where he was awarded top secret cryp-
tographic security clearance. He also
qualified as a submariner. He met his
wife, Barbara, in 1957, and they had
three daughters —Margaret, Cynthia
and Laura —in addition to their son
Michael.
Over the next ten years he served on

six warships, including two nuclear-
weapons carrying strategic subma-
rines. During one patrol on board a
hunter-killer submarine in 1962, the
boat’s mission was to spy on the Soviet
port of Vladivostok. His naval record
underlined his reliability, competence
and future promise. But the long peri-
ods away fromhome put a strain on the

family, and he decided to invest money
in a piece of land in South Carolina
where he built a bar, as a way of provid-
ing a job for his wife and an alternative
for him when he left the navy. His
hopes crashed, andwith it, his solvency.

He turned to selling his country’s na-
val secrets in October 1967. He photo-
copied a number of documents at At-
lantic Fleet Submarine Force HQ in
Norfolk, Virginia, where he was work-
ing, jumped into his red MG sports car

and drove to Washington. He parked
and then calmly walked into the Soviet
embassy and offered his documents
and his services.
In the espionage world, it was a

classic “walk-in”. The Russians thought
itwas a trap butwhen theKGB resident
chief examined the documents, he
recognised their importance: one was
about US submarine movements,
another was a National Security Agen-
cy paper listing the latest settings for a
KL47 encryption machine used by the
US Navy. The KGB station chief, Boris
Solomatin, went down to see Walker,
and so began a long and treacherous
relationship.
The following year, Walker handed

over the encryption key list for another
machine called KW7. When North
Korea seized anAmerican spy ship, the
USS Pueblo, which had a KW7 on
board, the Russians helped themselves
toamassofmaterial, and,withWalker’s
code list, theywere able to plotUSnavy
ship movements with ease.
Walker’s downfall came when his

wife became suspicious. The family’s
money problems had mysteriously
vanished. He claimed it was through
moonlightingbut shewas convincedhe
was having an affair. Going through his
belongings, she found a grocery bag
stuffed with classified documents. She
confronted him and he confessed, but
she took no further action until much
later, after they had divorced.
Walker’s daughter, Laura, testified at

his trial after she revealed to the FBI he
also tried to recruit her. She was then
servingas a radiooperator in theUSar-
my.Her father, she said, usedemotional
manipulation: “He’d tell you youwere a
failure, that youwouldnever amount to
anything in life. Thenhewould say, ‘Let
me help you make a lot of money’.”
She refused.
Walkerpleadedguilty inabargaining

deal to limit the sentence for his son,
whowas also arrested.Walker was sen-
tenced to life imprisonment. The rest of
his spy ring also went to prison. He
would have been eligible for release
next year, but had throat cancer and
was being treated at a federal prison
medical centre in North Carolina.

John Walker Jr, American KGB spy, was
born on July 28, 1937. He died on August
28, 2014, aged 77

William Reid
Leading military historian and curator who became a founding director of the National Army Museum
Bill Reid’s interest in weaponry was
clear at an early age when he discarded
his childhood toys in favour of his
uncle’sWebley revolver. The pistol was,
however, kept providentially unloaded
whenever he showed signs of wanting
to lay childish hands on it. He would go
on to become one of the country’s lead-
ing authorities on the history of arms
and armour, eventually becoming di-
rector of the National Army Museum.
Born inGlasgow in 1926, hewas edu-

cated at Eastwood School, where he
was a prefect and captain of rugby,
cricket and chess. In the Air Training
Corps he rose to becomea sergeant and
later served as a messenger for the
Local Defence Volunteers, forerunners
of theHomeGuard, in theearlyyearsof
the Second World War.
A course on astronomy at Trinity

College, Oxford, was interrupted by
military service. On being demobilised
he returned to Glasgow, where he was
articled to a firm of accountants. Lack-
ing enthusiasm for his prospective
career, he shuffled “miserable and ill-
prepared” towards his examinations.

Deliverance from such a fate was at
hand: a near-fatal road crash between
Reid on his Triumph motorcycle and a
lorryload of Cheviot sheep changed his
life. In hospital, with time on his hands,
he began to indulge his interest in the
history of armaments, writing to

experts in the UK and overseas. Once
back on his feet, Reid came under the
influence of Jack Scott, curator of the
collection of historic arms at Glasgow
Art Gallery and Museum. Scott
arranged for Reid to catalogue Lord
Howard deWalden’s armour collection
in Kilmarnock and to write his
first historical article for the Scottish
Art Review.
Soon afterwards Reid was offered a

job with Accles and Pollock, then the
country’s leading suppliers of archery
equipment. Sir James Mann, who was
master of the armouries in theTower of
London, engaged him in 1956 as the
most junior of the three curators on his
staff. He moved from Birmingham to
London, where he started extramural
studies inpalaeographyandheraldryat
London University.
In the capital he also met his future

wife, Nina Frances Brigden, at an art
exhibition. They married in 1958; he
described her as his “true love, wise
counsellor, best friend and sternest
critic”. She survives him; they had no
children.

As organising secretary of the third
congress of the International Associa-
tion of Museums of Arms andMilitary
History he built up a number of
influential contacts and was rewarded
by promotion at the armouries. From
thepositionof seniormuseumassistant
he became assistant keeper in 1965.

That year he was elected a fellow of the
Society of Antiquaries.
He was appointed director of the

National Army Museum in 1970, and
helped to prepare the newly construct-
ed building (on a site that had previous-
ly formed part of the old infirmary of
the Royal Hospital Chelsea) for its
opening by the Queen in 1971. He held
the post of director for 17 years.
Reid’s best-knownbookwasTheLore

of Arms,which sold 164,500 copies and
was translated into six languages. He

developed a special interest in the
history of military binoculars, building
up a large private collection. For some
yearsagroupofamiableeccentricswho
shared his interest in vintage binocular
field-glasses met occasionally in his
small house, which was a five-minute
drive from the National Archives. He
visited antique markets and car boot
sales, looking for such trifles as archers’
thumb-rings and prints of the Tower of
London.HewasappointedCBE in 1987.
Reid claimed his passions included

“rugby football, deer-stalking and
singing”, adding that for all three he
revealed “more zeal than talent”,
though a colleague described him as
“a gifted singer of German Lieder”.
Tongue in cheek, Reid said that he
never visited Murrayfield without his
boots or Glyndebourne without the
relevant score in casehis servicesmight
be required in a baritone role.

William Reid, CBE, director of the
National Army Museum, 1970-87, was
born on November 8, 1926. He died on
June 19, 2014, aged 87

STEVE HELBER / AP

He built up a large
private collection of
military binoculars

John Walker Jr
His former wife, who had
started drinking heavily,
warned the FBI on several
occasions he was a spy

administration, said Walker’s espio-
nagewould have resulted in a huge loss
of American lives in the event of war
with Russia.
His betrayal of his country places

him in the same treacherous category
as Klaus Fuchs, the German-born
physicist who emigrated to Britain in
the late 1930s and supplied Moscow
with America’s atom bomb secrets, and
Aldrich Ames, the veteran CIA officer,
who gave the names of Russian agents
to the KGB, leading to their arrest and
execution.
Walker ran a family spying business.

After he retired from the US navy in
1976, concerned that he was coming
under suspicion by his superiors for
security breaches, he recruited Arthur,
his older brother, a retired naval
lieutenant-commander, and Michael,
his son, an active-duty seaman, to con-
tinue serving his controllers in Mos-
cow. JerryWhitworth, a radio specialist
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Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15 The Housing
Enforcers 10.00 Homes Under the
Hammer 11.00 Street Patrol UK
11.45 Caught Red Handed 12.15pm
Bargain Hunt 1.00 BBC News;
Weather 1.30 BBC Regional News;
Weather 1.45 Doctors 2.15 Celebrity
Pressure Pad 3.00 Escape to the
Country 3.45 A Taste of Britain
4.30 Flog It! 5.15 Pointless 6.00
BBC News 6.30 BBC Regional News
Programmes 7.00 The One Show
7.30 EastEnders 8.00 Holby City
9.00 In the Club 10.00 BBC News
10.25 BBC Regional News; Weather
10.35 21 Up New Generation 11.35
Scrappers 12.10am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.00am Homes Under the Hammer
7.00 Street Patrol UK 7.45 Caught
Red Handed 8.15 Sign Zone 10.00
Scotland Decides: The Victoria
Derbyshire Debate 11.30 BBC World
News 12.00 Daily Politics 1.00pm
The Super League Show 1.45 Coast
2.00 Cash in the Attic 2.30 The
Chef’s Protégé 3.00 Celebrity
MasterChef 3.45 Nature’s Weirdest
Events 4.45 Great British Railway
Journeys 5.15 Put Your Money
Where Your Mouth Is 6.00 Two
Tribes 6.30 Eggheads. Quiz 7.00
Young Vets 8.00 The £100K House:
Tricks of the Trade 9.00 Super
Senses: The Secret Power of
Animals 10.00 QI 10.30 Newsnight
11.20 Hotel India 12.20am The Super
League Show 1.05-2.05 Sign Zone

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain
8.30 Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy
Kyle Show 10.30 This Morning
12.30pm Jo Frost Family Matters
1.30 ITV News; Weather 2.00 Judge
Rinder 3.00 Tipping Point 4.00
Who’s Doing the Dishes? 5.00 The
Chase 6.00 Regional News 6.30 ITV
News; Weather 7.00 Emmerdale
8.00 Harry at 30 9.00 Gems TV
10.00 ITV News at Ten and Weather
10.30 Regional News 10.40 Yes
or No: The Debate 12.40am
Jackpot247 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle
Show USA 3.40 ITV Nightscreen
5.05-6.00 The Jeremy Kyle Show

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun. Double bill 7.35 The
King of Queens 8.00 Everybody
Loves Raymond 9.00 Frasier 10.00
Undercover Boss 11.00 Location,
Location, Location 12.00 Channel 4
News Summary 12.05pm Celebrity
Coach Trip 12.35 Come Dine with
Me 1.40 Win It Cook It 2.10 Phil
Spencer: Secret Agent 3.10
Countdown 4.00 Deal or No Deal.
Game show 5.00 Come Dine with
Me 6.00 The Simpsons 6.30
Hollyoaks 7.00 Channel 4 News

8.00 Dogs: Their Secret Lives 9.00
Worst Place to Be a Pilot 10.00
Ramsay’s Hotel Hell 11.00 Royal
Marines Commando School 12.00
Poker 12.55am NFL: Hard Knocks
1.50 KOTV Boxing Weekly 2.20
Trans World Sport 3.20 The Grid
3.45 Ironman 2014 4.40 Gordon
Ramsay’s Home Cooking
5.05-6.00 Deal or No Deal

Sky1
6.00am The Real A&E 7.00
Futurama 9.00 NCIS: Los Angeles
11.00 Hawaii Five-0 1.00pm NCIS:
Los Angeles 3.00 Modern Family
4.00 Futurama 5.00 The Simpsons
5.30 Futurama 6.30 The Simpsons.
Five episodes 9.00 FILM: There’s
Something About Mary (1998)
Comedy starring Cameron Diaz and
Ben Stiller 11.20 NCIS: Los Angeles.
Double bill 1.20am Hawaii Five-0
3.00 Road Wars 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News 8.30
World Business Report 8.45 BBC
World News 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00
BBC World News 10.30 World
Business Report 10.45 Sport Today
11.00 BBC World News 12.00 GMT
1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 HARDtalk
4.00 Global 5.30 World Business
Report 5.45 Sport Today 6.00
Outside Source 6.30 Focus on
Africa 7.00 World News Today with
Zeinab Badawi 8.30 World Business
Report 8.45 Sport Today 9.00
Business Edition with Tanya Beckett
9.30 HARDtalk 10.00 BBC World
News America 11.00 Newsday
11.30 Asia Business Report 11.45
Sport Today 12.00 Newsday
12.30am Asia Business Report 12.45
Sport Today 1.00 Newsday 1.30
Asia Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 BBC World News 2.30
Asia Business Report 2.45 Sport
Today 3.00 BBC World News 3.30
Asia Business Report 3.45 Sport
Today 4.00 BBC World News 4.30
HARDtalk 5.00 BBC World News
5.30 World Business Report
5.45-6.00 BBC World News

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Football League Gold 6.45
Football Gold 7.00 WWE: Afterburn
8.00 FL72 Review 9.00 SPFL
Round-Up 9.30 Fantasy Football:
The Highlights 10.00 Soccer AM:
The Best Bits 11.00 FL72 Review
12.00 Elite League Speedway
2.00pm FL72 Review 3.00
Football’s Greatest Players. Steven
Gerrard 3.30 SPFL Round-Up 4.00
Fantasy Football: The Highlights

4.30 Soccer AM: The Best Bits 5.30
Football’s Greatest Players 6.00
FL72 Review 7.00 SPFL Round-Up
7.30 Live Johnstone’s Paint Trophy
Football: Peterborough United v
Leyton Orient (Kick-off 7.45).
Coverage of the match at London
Road in the opening round of the
competition 10.00 The Rise and
Fall of Leicester City 10.30 Super
League Backchat 11.00 Fantasy
Football: The Highlights 11.30 SPFL
Round-Up 12.00 Johnstone’s Paint
Trophy Football 1.00am Fantasy
Football: The Highlights 1.30 Super
League Backchat 2.00 Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy Football 3.00 Soccer
AM: The Best Bits 4.00 Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy Football 5.00 Fantasy
Football: The Highlights 5.30-6.00
SPFL Round-Up. Recent action

Sky Sports 2
6.00am Super League Gold 7.00
Super League Fulltime 8.00 Best of
ICC WT20 9.00 Game Changers
10.00 Live One-Day International
Cricket: England v India 7.00pm
Cricket Classics 7.30 Best of ICC
WT20 8.00 One-Day International
Cricket 9.00 Super League
Backchat 9.30 Best of ICC WT20
10.00 One-Day International Cricket
11.00 England’s Best Ashes Days
12.00 Super League Backchat
12.30am One-Day International
Cricket 1.30 England’s Best Ashes
Days 2.30 Best of ICC WT20 3.00
Super League Backchat 3.30
One-Day International Cricket
4.30 Super League Backchat 5.00-
6.00 One-Day International Cricket

Sky Sports 3
6.00am Top 14 Rugby Union
Highlights 6.30 Soccer AM: The
Best Bits 7.30 Sporting Greats 8.00
US Open Tennis 9.00 Elite League
Speedway 11.00 Racing News 11.30
Surf Unleashed 12.00 US Open
Tennis 1.00pm Sporting Rivalries
1.30 Top 14 Rugby Union Highlights
2.00 Super League Fulltime 3.00
US Open Tennis 4.00 Live US Open
Tennis. Coverage of day nine of the
Grand Slam event 12.00 Live US
Open Tennis. Further coverage
of day nine of the Grand Slam
event at Flushing Meadows in New
York, featuring singles matches in
the men’s last 16 and women’s
quarter-finals 4.00am Sporting
Greats 5.00-6.00 Sports Unlimited

British Eurosport
7.30am Cycling: Vuelta a España
8.30 World Superbikes 9.00
Speedway Grand Prix 10.00
Cycling: Vuelta a España 11.00
Cycling: Tour of Britain 12.00
Equestrian 12.30pm US Open
Tennis. Highlights 4.00-12.30am
Live US Open Tennis. Coverage of
day nine of the Grand Slam event

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer 5.45
Farming Today 5.58 Tweet 6.00
Today 8.31 (LW) In Parliament 9.00
What’s the Point Of? 9.30 Witness
9.45 (LW) Daily Service 9.45 Book
of the Week 10.00 (LW) Woman’s
Hour 10.00 Woman’s Hour 10.15-
6.30pm (LW) Live International
One-Day Cricket 11.00 Shared
Planet 11.30 The Poet Librettists
12.00 News 12.01pm (LW) Shipping
12.04 Home Front 12.15 Call You
and Yours 1.00 At One 1.45 Penguin
Post Office 2.00 The Archers (r)
2.15 Afternoon Drama (r) 3.00 The
Kitchen Cabinet (r) 3.30 Costing
the Earth 4.00 Word of Mouth 4.30
Great Lives 5.00 PM 5.54 (LW)
Shipping 6.00 News 6.30 Meet
David Sedaris (r) 7.00 The Archers
7.15 Front Row 7.45 Dark Fire 8.00
Painful Medicine 8.40 In Touch 9.00
Everything We Know Is Wrong (r)
9.30 What’s the Point Of? (r) 10.00
Tonight 10.45 Book at Bedtime
11.00 The Guns 11.30 Today in
Parliament 12.30am Book of the
Week (r) 12.48 Shipping 1.00 As
World Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News
9.06 The Documentary 9.30
Discovery 10.00 World Update
11.00 News 11.06 Outside Source
12.00 News 12.06pm Outlook
1.00 Newshour 2.00 Newshour
3.00 News 3.06 Business Daily
3.30 The Documentary 4.00 The
Newsroom 4.30 Sport Today
5.00 The Newsroom 5.30 World
Business Report 6.00 World Have
Your Say 7.00 The Newsroom
7.30 Click. Technological news
8.00 News 8.06 The Documentary
8.30 World Business Report 8.50
From Our Own Correspondent
9.00 Newshour. The stories behind
the latest headlines 10.00 News
10.06 Outlook. Perspectives
on important issues 11.00 News
11.06 The Newsroom 11.30 World
Business Report 12.00 The
Newsroom 12.20am Sports News
12.30 The Documentary 1.00 News
1.06 Business Matters 2.00 The
Newsroom 2.30 Click 3.00 News
3.06 Outlook 4.00 Newsday
4.30-5.00 The Documentary

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics. With Rob Cowan 12.00
Composer of the Week: Antonin
Dvorák 1.00pm News 1.02 Radio 3
Lunchtime Concert. The Gould
Piano Trio, Llyr Williams and Malin
Christensson in a recital of songs
and chamber music, given at the
Schubertiade as part of this year’s
East Neuk Festival 2.00 Afternoon
on 3. Andris Nelsons conducts the
CBSO in Britten’s War Requiem
4.30 In Tune. Sean Rafferty’s guests
include the pianist Lang Lang, who
introduces his new series of music
study books 6.30 Composer of
the Week: Antonin Dvorák (r)
7.30 Live BBC Proms 2014. The
Singapore SO performs a Zhou
Long première, plus Glinka and
Rachmaninov 10.00 Free Thinking.
Matthew Sweet chairs a debate on
art and taste (r) 10.45 The Essay:
Cornerstones. The walker, writer
and geologist Ronald Turnbull
focuses on sandstone (r) 11.00 Late
Junction. Max Reinhardt selects a
playlist to keep autumn at bay
12.30am-6.30 Through the Night
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Two chances are better than one.
On this wild deal from the

Brighton Teams Final, it was the fee-
ble East’s hand’s choice of Five-level
action that made all the difference.
Not to the final contract – it was 7♣
at both tables – but to the play.

At Table One East made the
simple supporting bid of 5♥ and
West led a hopeful ace of hearts.
Declarer ruffed, crossed to the ace of
clubs and had two chances. The
spades could produce four tricks (and
two diamond discards), or, failing
that, there was the diamond finesse.

First spades. Declarer cashed the
ace-king of spades, both opponents
following and West playing the ten
on the second round, then led the
nine of spades, East playing low.
Declarer had the option of discard-
ing a diamond loser on this trick,
playing East to hold ♠Qxxx and
West ♠10x. West was more likely to
hold ♠10x than ♠Q10x: given that
declarer followed with the jack on
the second round, West might have
played the queen from ♠Q10x (the
Principle of Restricted Choice).

On the other hand, if declarer
ruffed andWest discarded, declarer
still had the diamond finesse in
reserve. Eventually he did ruff the
spade, was delighted to see West’s
queen appear. He crossed to the
ace of diamonds, shed his two los-
ing diamonds on dummy’s long
spades and claimed his grand slam.

Thingswere different at TableTwo
where East’s 5♦ bid and West’s dia-
mond lead ruled out the diamond
finesse. It was all about spades.
Declarer rose with the ace of dia-
monds, cashed a top trump, then ace-
king of spades observing West’s ten,

then nine of spades, East playing low.
Declarer thought East-West’s bid-

ding to the Five-level suggested
spadesweremore likely to be 4-2 and
used Restricted Choice arguments:
West might have played the queen
from ♠Q10x. He threw a diamond,
taking the ruffing spade finesse.West
won the queen, led a diamond over
to East’s king and that was down two.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 7♣, Opening Lead: ♥A

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Both

Table One

S W N E

Teams

Table Two

S W N E

N
W E

S

♠763
♥Q9876
♦K875
♣9

♠AK985
♥2
♦AQJ6
♣AK8

♠J2
♥-
♦932
♣QJ1075432

♠Q104
♥AKJ10543
♦104
♣6

4♣(1) 4♥ 4NT(2) 5♥
6♣(3) 6♥ 7♣(4) End

(1) Weak hand with a decent eight-carder.
(2) Roman Key Card Blackwood (for clubs).
(3) Buoyed by the void.
(4) Correctly interprets his partner’s unusual
6♣ bid as showing first-round heart control.

4♣ 4♥ 4NT 5♦(1)
5♥(2) Pass 7♣(3) End

(1) For the lead, a clever shot although...
(2) ...Able to showhis first-round heart control.
(3) Loves partner’s 5♥ bid.

Contract: 7♣, Opening Lead: ♦10

________
á D 4 DkD]
à0RD DpD ]
ß DnD Dp!]
ÞD GpD D ]
ÝPD ) D I]
ÜD D DRDP]
Û D DrDqD]
ÚD D D D ]
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Winning Move

White to play. This position is from Pol-
gar-Hansen, Vejstrup 1989.
White’s king seems in terrible danger but
in fact Polgar now demonstrated, with a
typical tactical flourish, that Black’s king
was more vulnerable. How?
For up-to-the-minute information follow
my tweets on twitter.com/times_chess.

Boris battered

Continuing my tribute to the
successes of Judit Polgar, the
strongest female chessplayer in
the history of the game, today’s
win by her is a victory against the
former world champion Boris
Spassky, whose fame is largely
associated with his mighty clash
against Bobby Fischer from Reyk-
javik 1972. Polgar, true to her
tactical style, chooses a variation
of the Ruy Lopez which was very
much in the mould of Fischer
himself but the final assault is
trademark Polgar.

White: Judit Polgar
Black: Boris Spassky
Hoogeveen Match 1998
Ruy Lopez

1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bb5 a6 4 Ba4
Nf6 5 0-0 Be7

A standard variation of the Ruy
Lopez.
6 Re1 b5 7 Bb3 d6 8 c3 0-0 9 h3
Nb8

This knight regrouping consti-
tutes the Breyer variation – a line
which Spassky used many times
throughout his career.
10 d4 Nbd7 11 Nbd2 Bb7 12 Bc2
Re8 13 Nf1

The continuation of the game
Fischer-Spassky, Reykjavik (Game
10) 1972 was 13 b4 Bf8 14 a4 Nb6 15
a5 Nbd7 16 Bb2 Qb8 17 Rb1 and
White went on to win.
13 ... exd4

Spassky avoids 13 ... d5 which he
himself played against Tal at Nik-
sic in 1983. That game ended in a
short draw after 14 Ng3 Nxe4 15
Nxe4 dxe4 16 Nxe5 Nxe5 17 dxe5
Bc5 18 Qxd8 Raxd8.

14 cxd4 d5
Now this is quite out of place

since White will soon enjoy un-
hindered operations against the
black king. Better are 14 ... c5 or 14
... g6.
15 e5 Ne4 16 N3d2 Nxd2 17 Bxd2
c5

Black’s forces lumber into ac-
tion but this counter-offensive
against the white pawn centre
now comes too late.
18 Ne3 g6 19 Ng4 Bf8 20 dxc5
Bxc5 21 Nh6+ Kg7 22 Qf3 f6 23 e6

________
árD 1rD D]
àDbDnD ip]
ßpD DP0pH]
ÞDpgpD D ]
Ý D D D D]
ÜD D DQDP]
ÛP)BG )PD]
Ú$ D $ I ]
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White now enjoys a crushing
superiority of force in the vicinity
of the black king.
23 ... Nf8 24 b4 Bb6 25 e7 Rxe7 26
Rxe7+ Qxe7 27 Re1 Qd8 28 Ng4
Nd7 29 Qf4 Kf7 30 Qh6 Qg8 31
Qh4 Qh8 32 Nh6+ Kf8 33 Qg4

Quicker is 33 Nf5 at once since
after 33 ... gxf5 34 Bh6+ Kg8 35
Bxf5 Black will soon be mated.
33 ... f5 34 Nxf5 Qf6

Or 34 ... gxf5 35 Bh6+ Kf7 36
Qh5+ when mate follows.
35 Bg5 Qc3 36 Re2 Bc7 37 Ng3
Ne5 38 Qe6 Nf7 39 Be7+ Kg8 40
Nh5 gxh5 41 Bf6 Black resigns

If 41 ... Qc4 42 Qe8+ Rxe8 43
Rxe8 checkmate, or 41 ... Qc6 42
Bxh7+ Kxh7 43 Qxf7+ Kh6 44
Qg7 also checkmate.

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Soilure a. Pollution b. Study of soil
c. A textile-weaving technique
Pogonotomy a. Shaving b. The science of jumping
c. Philistinism
Orris a. A prayer b. An ingredient in perfume
c. A fencing panel

Across
1 Covertly following (8)
7 Impertinence (5)
8 Think of past events (9)
9 Consume (3)
10 Not clothed (4)
11 Enid —, children’s writer (6)
13 Price-fixing group (6)
14 Small pointed beard (6)

17 Small notebook (6)
18 Boast; card game (4)
20 As well (3)
22 Story (9)
23 Diving water bird (5)
24 Irresponsible (8)

Down
1 Clean vigorously (5)
2 Romantic adorer (7)
3 Male ruler (4)
4 Snuggle (6)
5 Chess piece (5)
6 Meaningful movement (7)
7 Part (7)
12 Planet; sea god (7)
13 Solemn procession (7)
15 Mound-dweller (7)
16 Patron saint of England (6)
17 Jester (5)
19 Estimate; suppose (5)
21 Lifting device (4)

Solution to Crossword 6494
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Times Quick Crossword No 6495

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of three or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
13 words, average;
18, good; 22, very good;
27, excellent

Yesterday’s answers
cist, cite, coexist, coset, cost,
cot, cote, cotise, est, exist, exit,
exotic, its, otic, scot, sect, set,
sext, sit, site, sixte, sot, stoic, tec,
tic, tie, toe, toxic

Word Watching answers

Soilure (a) An archaic term for a stain or pollution.
Pogonotomy (a) Shaving, from Greek pogonos, a beard,
and tome, cutting.
Orris (b) A dried iris rootstock used in perfumery.

Winning Move solution

1Qg7+!Kxg72Rfxf7+Kg83Rg7+Kh84Rh7+Kg85Rbg7mate.
1Qh7+!alsoworks.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6786 Mild

7 2 4
6 1 9 8

3 7
2 8 5 4 6

4 7
5 7 9 8 1

5 2
4 3 8 7
8 1 9

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3887 Moderate 5min

16 14 5 8 15 10 8

22 28

5 11 16 12

6 10 4

25 14 16 8

6 16 10 12

13 8

7 17 8 17 13 16

9

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2179

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

U

U

A

A

S

S

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

25 19 5 11 19 20

25 4 18 6 5 24 10 8 1 20 8 19

18 10 3 16 6 20 6

11 5 7 6 17 3 6 8 18 25 12

25 2 18 14 9

12 8 5 12 9 20 26 8 5 25 19

26 24 3 20 20 3 16

25 15 6 5 12 6 17 10 3 21 14

10 5 10 19 5

16 9 22 5 15 9 14 13 18 10 1

7 17 20 5 23 5 19

25 6 4 18 6 24 6 16 9 17 24 6

16 20 1 10 24 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sudoku, Killer and Codeword solutions
2 4 5 8 9 3 6 1 7
3 9 6 7 1 2 4 8 5
7 8 1 5 6 4 3 2 9
4 3 7 2 5 1 9 6 8
6 2 8 4 7 9 5 3 1
5 1 9 3 8 6 2 7 4
9 5 3 1 2 7 8 4 6
1 6 4 9 3 8 7 5 2
8 7 2 6 4 5 1 9 3

2 6 7 5 8 4 3 1 9
5 8 9 1 2 3 6 4 7
1 4 3 7 9 6 8 2 5
8 9 1 2 4 7 5 3 6
6 3 2 8 5 1 7 9 4
4 7 5 3 6 9 1 8 2
9 2 8 6 1 5 4 7 3
7 1 6 4 3 2 9 5 8
3 5 4 9 7 8 2 6 1

S P I C E D Q U A D
B A O R U P S
L U N A R E Y E B R O W
I A G D R O O
T U C K I N G I N N E R
Z E E E D

B A N J O E D I C T
S U B U M
T W A N G E N N O B L E
O N U H U I R
V A N I L L A R E C U R
E U A L S L Y

B L U R F L E X E D

No 6783 No 3885 No 2178Solution right
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Sport

Goodwood
Rob Wright
2.20 Cartier 4.40 Statutory
2.55 Soviet Courage 5.10 Vincentti
3.30 Johnny B Goode 5.40 Last Minute Lisa
4.05 Johnny Barnes
Thunderer’s double 3.30 Johnny B Goode.
4.40 Dolphin Village (nap).
Going: good to soft (good on round course)
Draw: no advantage Racing UK

2.20 EBF Stallions Maiden Fillies'
Stakes (2-Y-O: £3,234: 1m) (5)

1 (3) 3 CARTIER 17 D Simcock 9-0 T E Durcan
2 (2) 0 KIPUKA 46 P Cole 9-0 J Crowley
3 (1) 3 MYSTIC JADE 10 R Hannon 9-0 R Hughes
4 (5) 5 STARRING GUEST 11 M Channon 9-0 James Doyle
5 (4) TIMBA J Gosden 9-0 W Buick

7-4 Mystic Jade, 9-4 Cartier, 4-1 Timba, 5-1 Kipuka, 10-1 Starring Guest.

Rob Wright’s choice: Cartier shaped well when third at
Doncaster and can open her account Danger:Mystic Jade

2.55 Goodwood Racehorse Owners
Group Maiden Stakes
(3-Y-O: £3,234: 1m 1f 192y) (7)

1 (1) 00 JACK BEAR 27 J Portman 9-5 N Curtis (5)
2 (2) 3344 KICKING THE CAN 1 P Chapple-Hyam 9-5 R Hughes
3 (4) 52-42 SOVIET COURAGE 19 W Haggas 9-5 R L Moore
4 (6) -3356 TURNBURY 122 (T) R Mills 9-5 Sophie Ralston (7)
5 (5) FERAYHA R Varian 9-0 A Atzeni
6 (3) 0-5 ROSARINA 18 Miss J Crowley 9-0 D Sweeney
7 (7) 03 TOO THE STARS 18 J Gosden 9-0 W Buick

2-1 Soviet Courage, 11-4 Too The Stars, 4-1 Kicking The Can, 5-1 Rosarina,
6-1 Ferayha, 33-1 Jack Bear, Turnbury.

Wright choice: Soviet Courage improved on his first try at
this tripwhensecondatNewmarketDanger:TooTheStars

3.30 Financial Services Expo
Nursery Stakes (Handicap)
(2-Y-O: £9,703: 6f) (7)

1 (1) 3215 COOL STRUTTER 10 R Hannon 9-7 J P Spencer
2 (5) 21324 SUNSET SAIL 10 R Hannon 9-1 R Hughes
3 (4) 321 FLASH FIRE 18 (D) M Johnston 8-11 W Buick
4 (7) 105 GEORGE BOWEN 32 (D) R Fahey 8-10 R L Moore
5 (3) 00421 JOHNNY B GOODE 22 R Fahey 8-2 A Atzeni
6 (2) 10403 BILLYOAKES 18 M Channon 8-0 P Pilley (7)
7 (6) 43520 BRITISH EMBASSY 47 Eve Johnson Houghton 8-0 C Hardie (5)

3-1 Sunset Sail, 100-30 Flash Fire, 4-1 Cool Strutter, 9-2 George Bowen,
5-1 Johnny B Goode, 12-1 Billyoakes, 14-1 British Embassy.

Wright choice: Johnny B Goodewon a maiden at Thirsk in
good style and looks well treated Danger: Flash Fire

4.05 ebfstallions.com Peter Willett
Conditions Stakes
(2-Y-O: £15,562: 7f) (4)

1 (3) 3114 STEP TO THE SHEARS 46 (C) R Hannon 9-8 P Dobbs
2 (2) 21 GOOD CONTACT 23 (D) S Bin Suroor 9-2 James Doyle
3 (4) 1 JOHNNY BARNES 20 (D) J Gosden 9-2 W Buick
4 (1) 12 MAKE IT UP 17 (D) A Balding 9-2 D Probert

2-1 Good Contact, 5-2Make It Up, 11-4 Johnny Barnes, 7-2 Step To The Shears.

Wright choice: JohnnyBarnes impressed at Yarmouth and
can handle this rise in class Danger: Make It Up

4.40 Royal Sussex Regiment
Stakes (Handicap)
(£12,938: 2m) (7)

1 (1) 0/2-0 TRIUMPHANT 17 G L Moore 5-10-0 H Crouch (7)
2 (3) 43066 BLUE SURF 10 (C) Mrs A Perrett 5-9-12 P Dobbs
3 (4) 05064 STATUTORY 13 (D) S Bin Suroor 4-9-12 A Atzeni
4 (2) 11551 SPICE FAIR 19 (CD) M Usher 7-9-3 R Hughes
5 (7) -0113 DOLPHIN VILLAGE 11 R Fahey 4-9-2 R L Moore
6 (5) 22130 KASHGAR 24 (D) B Llewellyn 5-8-11 D Muscutt (5)
7 (6) 61150 SPECIAL FIGHTER 11 M Johnston 3-8-5 C Hardie (5)

11-4 Dolphin Village, 7-2 Spice Fair, 4-1 Statutory, 6-1 Kashgar, Special
Fighter, 7-1 Blue Surf, 14-1 Triumphant.

Wright choice: Statutory, fourth of 16 in a better race at
York, can gain a deserved success Danger: Blue Surf

5.10 Golf At Goodwood Stakes
(Handicap) (£6,469: 6f) (12)

1 (2) 41030 BRAVO ECHO 6 (CD) M Attwater 8-9-7 R Havlin
2 (11) 2121- DILGURA 318 (D) W S Kittow 4-9-7 S W Kelly
3 (10) 3-10 SECRET HINT 33 (D) A Balding 3-9-5 D Probert
4 (8) 02300 VINCENTTI 10 (H) R Harris 4-9-5 Mikey Ennis (7)
5 (9) 20050 HARWOODS VOLANTE 31 (D) Mrs A Perrett 3-9-5

P Dobbs
6 (5) 04614 LANGLEY VALE 25 (P,D) R Teal 5-9-4 S Sanders
7 (12) 41020 VALLARTA 11 (D) M Channon 4-9-4 W Buick
8 (1) 40011 INCITING INCIDENT 8 (H,P,D) E McMahon 3-9-4

R L Moore
9 (7) 413d1 SPIRAEA 19 (D) M Rimell 4-9-2 R Hughes
10 (3) 15-64 SHAMAHAN 12 (D) L Dace 5-9-0

Michael J M Murphy (3)
11 (6) 32432 LUCKY DI 11 (CD,BF) P Hedger 4-8-11 J Crowley
12 (4) 0-064 ROCKET ROB 18 (D) W Musson 8-8-11 C Catlin

7-2 Inciting Incident, 5-1 Spiraea, 6-1 Lucky Di, Secret Hint, 10-1 Dilgura,
Langley Vale, Rocket Rob, 12-1 Bravo Echo, Shamahan, 14-1 Vallarta,
Vincentti, 25-1 Harwoods Volante.

Wright choice: Vincentti was staying on when hampered
at Newmarket and is well-in Dangers: Spiraea, Lucky Di

5.40 Goodwood Aviation & Flying
School Handicap
(£3,234: 1m 3f) (11)

1 (10) 44564 TILSTARR 13 R Teal 4-9-7 M M Monaghan (5)
2 (2) 34-05 FOXHAVEN 88 (V,C,D) P Chamings 12-9-6

Thomas Brown (3)
3 (8) 4-320 HECTOR'S CHANCE 70 (D) Mrs H Main 5-9-6 R Tate (3)
4 (5) 20100 APRIL CIEL 30 (P,D) R Harris 5-9-4 Mikey Ennis (7)
5 (7) 06412 HALLINGHAM 25 (B) J Portman 4-9-3 C Hardie (5)
6 (9) 11333 LAST MINUTE LISA 17 S Kirk 4-9-1 R Hughes
7 (6) 54655 RED DRAGON 38 M Blanshard 4-9-1 D Probert
8 (3) 011-2 BRAVE DECISION 228 Miss S Smith 7-8-12 Martin Lane
9 (4) 44634 BEEP 4 Lydia Richards 4-8-12 R Havlin
10(11) 54-22 COMEDY HOUSE 134J M Madgwick 6-8-11

K Shoemark (7)
11 (1) 50045 DOUBLE DEALITES 38 Jamie Poulton 4-8-9 S W Kelly

4-1 Hallingham, 9-2 Last Minute Lisa, 6-1 Tilstarr, 7-1 Brave Decision,
8-1 Hector's Chance, 10-1 April Ciel, Beep, Double Dealites, 12-1 others.

Wright choice: LastMinuteLisa travelledbest atNewbury
and this shorter trip is idealDangers:Hallingham, Tilstarr

Kempton Park
Rob Wright
5.50 Lola Montez 7.50 Ragged Robbin
6.20 Alpha Spirit 8.20 Light From Mars
6.50 Tinkers Kiss 8.50Meritocracy
7.20 Swordbearer 9.20 Venus Marina
Going: standard
Draw: 5f-1m, low numbers best
Tote Jackpot meeting Racing UK

5.50 Classified Stakes
(£1,940: 1m 2f) (14)

1 (5) 00032 FIRST SARGEANT 12 (D,BF) M Appleby 4-9-4
A Mullen

2 (3) 00-00 MISS REBERO 18 T Fitzgerald 4-9-4 T Queally
3 (1) -00R0 MY GIGI 20 (H,C) Mrs L Mongan 4-9-4 A Quinn
4 (4) 0500 ARRYZONA 20 Mrs C Dunnett 3-8-11 E J Walsh (5)
5 (13) 060 BYRONEGETONEFREE 24 John E Long 3-8-11 J Quinn
6 (9) 0060- COMMANDING FORCE 315 J Bridger 3-8-11

W A Carson
7 (12) 0550 FOCAIL MEAR 6 John Ryan 3-8-11 R Powell (3)
8 (7) 0-500 KIRKSTALL ABBEY 56 M Gillard 3-8-11

D J Bates (3)
9 (6) 60044 LOLA MONTEZ 21 (B,BF) D Lanigan 3-8-11 T E Durcan
10 (2) 000 MOUNTAIN RIVER 17 (B) J Moore 3-8-11 S Donohoe
11(14) 0-50 PERCYS PRINCESS 15 Pat Murphy 3-8-11 S Drowne
12(11) 00620 SEXY SECRET 5 (V) L Pearce 3-8-11 S Pearce (3)
13 (8) -0646 SHEER POETRY 14 M Murphy 3-8-11 Luke Morris
14(10) 052 SMILE FOR ME 38 (H) H Dunlop 3-8-11 O Murphy

7-2 First Sargeant, 4-1 Lola Montez, 5-1 Smile For Me, 11-2 Sexy Secret,
13-2 Sheer Poetry, 10-1 Focail Mear, 12-1 Byronegetonefree, 14-1 others.

6.20 Handicap (2-Y-O: £2,587: 5f) (9)

1 (9) 004 PRESTO BOY 15 (T) J Fanshawe 9-7 Hayley Turner
2 (3) 02105 MAGIC FLORENCE 7 (D) J Given 9-6 T Queally
3 (8) 413 LOUMARIN 40 (D,BF) M Meade 9-4 D Sweeney
4 (1) 55551 ARLECCHINO'S LEAP 15 (V,D) M Usher 9-4

Racheal Kneller (5)
5 (2) 64460 ALPHA SPIRIT 21 (H) M Channon 9-3 S Hitchcott
6 (6) 05525 LYFKA 33 P Cole 8-13 Luke Morris
7 (7) 005 MULLIONHEIR 23 John Best 8-12 W A Carson
8 (4) 06214 SOMEDAYSRDIAMONDS 31 (D) J Moore 8-12 L Jones
9 (5) 42226 LADY ZODIAC 6 A Balding 8-11 O Murphy

4-1 Lady Zodiac, 9-2 Magic Florence, 5-1 Presto Boy, 13-2 others.

6.50 Claimer (2-Y-O: £1,940: 6f) (6)
1 (4) 000 SOLDIER SAM 18 (E) R Hannon 8-10 S Levey
2 (5) 22016 JIMMY'S GIRL 15 (D) C Dwyer 8-8 Luke Morris
3 (6) 45 PARIS CARVER 25 J Portman 8-8 J Fahy
4 (1) 15260 DIMINUTIVE 14 (P,D) G Harris 8-7 O Murphy
5 (2) 03 TINKERS KISS 17 P McBride 8-7 D Brock (3)
6 (3) 00000 SPARBROOK 21 S Dow 8-5 H Bentley

5-2 Jimmy'sGirl, 7-2Diminutive, 4-1 TinkersKiss, 9-2Paris Carver, 5-1 others.

7.20 Maiden Stakes (£2,587: 1m) (14)

1 (3) 0/ DARK DIAMOND 638 R Cowell 4-9-10 N Alison (5)
2 (7) 00 FRANKIE 27 J Fox 3-9-5 S Drowne
3 (9) 03 FREDERIC 11 L Cumani 3-9-5 L Souza
4 (1) GEORDAN MURPHY A Balding 3-9-5 O Murphy
5 (10) 55 GUESSHOWMUCHILOVEU 15 C Fellowes 3-9-5 A Kirby
6 (13) 06 HEINRICH 12 S Kirk 3-9-5 Renato Souza
7 (12) 03 HOLIDAY MAGIC 7 C Appleby 3-9-5 W Buick
8 (11) 66 JOHN CAESAR 24 (T) J Noseda 3-9-5 James Doyle
9 (4) 0 KIRTLING 19 A Brown 3-9-5 C Catlin
10(14) 03 KUBEBA 17 P Cole 3-9-5 J Crowley
11 (2) 55 OSKAR DENARIUS 27 M Tregoning 3-9-5 P Dobbs
12 (5) 6-362 SWORDBEARER 28 J Fanshawe 3-9-5 F Tylicki
13 (8) THE STEWARD Sir M Prescott 3-9-5 Luke Morris
14 (6) 4 TAYMA 13 S Bin Suroor 3-9-0 H Bentley

100-30 Holiday Magic, 7-2 Swordbearer, 5-1 Guesshowmuchiloveu, 6-1 others.

7.50 Handicap (£2,587: 1m 4f) (12)

1 (11) 00006 PLANETOID 44J (P,C,D) Jim Best 6-9-12 B Powell
2 (3) 4-560 TOP SET 83 (B) S Dow 4-9-12 S Sanders
3 (10) 26061 MENELIK 13 (V) L Carter 5-9-12 A Quinn
4 (9) -0111 RAGGED ROBBIN 4 (T,CD) D Lanigan 3-9-11 T E Durcan
5 (2) /26-0 ZE KING 147 C Wall 5-9-9 G Baker
6 (8) 11002 THE GINGER BERRY 28 (H,CD) Dr J Scargill 4-9-8 R Tart (3)
7 (6) 31203 SHALAMBAR 152 (CD) A Carroll 8-9-8 Luke Morris
8 (1) 14551 LILY EDGE 17 (V,CD) J Bridger 5-9-7 W A Carson
9 (7) 00005 MUNSARIM 13 (P) L Carter 7-9-6 S Donohoe
10 (4) 00316 CENSORIUS 27 (V) E Walker 3-9-3 A Kirby
11(12) 40-40 BOSTON BLUE 150J (C,D) A Carroll 7-9-0 R Harris (7)
12 (5) 5-000 CALRISSIAN 28 (V) T Jarvis 3-8-11 J Crowley

6-4 Ragged Robbin, 6-1 Lily Edge, 8-1 Censorius, Menelik, The Ginger Berry,
14-1 Munsarim, Planetoid, Shalambar, Top Set, Ze King, 20-1 others.

8.20 Handicap (Div I: £4,690: 6f) (9)

1 (3) 62313 LIGHT FROM MARS 17 (P,C,D) R Harris 9-9-10 Mikey Ennis (7)
2 (9) 31102 DESERT STRIKE 89 (P,C,D) C Dore 8-9-7 Hayley Turner
3 (6) -2153 MAJOR JACK 23 (D,BF) R Charlton 3-9-6 James Doyle
4 (8) 2662- BLUE JACK 442 (D) Miss Z Davison 9-9-4 Luke Morris
5 (5) 1 CRAZY CHIC 17 (D) M Botti 3-9-4 M M Monaghan (5)
6 (4) 60040 NOVELLEN LAD 55 (D) W Musson 9-9-3 T Queally
7 (1) 26120 FLYING BEAR 17 (B,D) J Gask 3-9-2 C Hardie (5)
8 (2) 5-110 GONE WITH THE WIND 148 (P,CD) J Noseda 3-9-0 W Buick
9 (7) 04062 SWEET TALKING GUY 21 (T,CD) L Pearce 4-8-9 S Pearce (3)

3-1 Crazy Chic, 4-1 Gone With The Wind, 9-2 Flying Bear, 6-1 others.

8.50 Handicap (Div II: £4,690: 6f) (9)

1 (7) 66540 GABBIANO 11 (CD) J Gask 5-9-10 Doubtful
2 (8) 64034 MERITOCRACY (CD) P Cole 3-9-7 J Crowley
3 (9) 21050 GREEN MONKEY 15 (V,D) J Fanshawe 4-9-6 Hayley Turner
4 (6) 50014 TAQUKA 13 (CD) R Beckett 3-9-5 J Elliott (7)
5 (3) -5134 AMYGDALA 23 (D) S C Williams 3-9-5 James Doyle
6 (1) 66523 JUNGLE BAY 14 (B,D) Jane Chapple-Hyam 7-9-3 Luke Morris
7 (2) 04004 FRONT PAGE NEWS 11 (D) R Eddery 4-9-2 A Atzeni
8 (4) 00000 LUPO D'ORO 39 John Best 5-8-12 L Jones
9 (5) 30503 NEW LEYF 20 (B,CD) J Gask 8-8-10 S Drowne

5-2 Meritocracy, 4-1 Jungle Bay, 5-1 Taquka, 6-1 Amygdala, 7-1 others.

9.20 Handicap (3-Y-O: £1,940: 7f) (14)

1 (12) 500-4 BERKELEY VALE 38 R Teal 9-7 S Sanders
2 (8) 05125 MARMARUS 20 (D) Clive Cox 9-7 Doubtful
3 (2) 55006 GANYMEDE 14 (B) Eve Johnson Houghton 9-7 G Baker
4 (11) 00000 BERRAHRI 20 John Best 9-5 S Drowne
5 (13) 503 UNBRIDLED JOY 13 Clive Cox 9-4 A Kirby
6 (5) 51002 BORN TO FLY 17 (B,D) N Littmoden 9-4 J Crowley
7 (1) 2363 INIS AIRC 20 S Kirk 9-3 O Murphy
8 (6) 05255 ARISTOCRATIC DUTY 38 S Kirk 9-3 Luke Morris
9 (10) 050 SCARLET PLUM 105 R Charlton 9-3 James Doyle
10 (3) 00506 TRIPLE STAR 25 H Morrison 9-2 R Kingscote
11 (4) 60000 CRAFTY BUSINESS 41 (V) G L Moore 9-2 S Levey
12(14) 4000 GAELIC O'REAGAN 33 R Eddery 8-13 A Atzeni
13 (7) 00541 VENUS MARINA 20 (H,D) C Wall 8-12 A Morgan (3)
14 (9) 0-062 SWEET LILY PEA 24 Mrs I G-Leveque 8-10 L Souza

5-1 Venus Marina, Inis Airc, 6-1 Unbridled Joy, Scarlet Plum, 7-1 others.

Course specialists
Carlisle: Trainer K A Ryan, 16 from 87, 18.4%.
Jockey A Hesketh, 3 from 8, 37.5%.

Goodwood: Trainer P Hedger, 8 from 25, 32%.
Jockey R Tate, 5 from 21, 23.8%.

Hamilton Park: TrainerMrs M Fife, 8 from 28,
28.6%. Jockey J Haynes, 4 from 9, 44.4%.

Kempton Park: Trainer S Bin Suroor, 57 from
219, 26%. Jockey E J Walsh, 5 from 21, 23.8%.

Blinkered first time: Carlisle 2.00 Lunesdale Buddy, Emily
Davison. 5.20 Harrison’s Cave. Hamilton Park 2.10 Secret
Friend, Straightothepoint. Kempton Park 5.50 Mountain
River, Sexy Secret. 6.50 Soldier Sam. 7.50 Calrissian.
8.50 Green Monkey. 9.20 Ganymede.

Authorities must
not let hearts rule
heads in weighing
up Toomey’s return
Alan Lee
Commentary

racing
correspondent

Johnston has
no desire for
expansion
of all-weather

O f all the views expressed by
leading trainers in opposition
to Newcastle’s conversion to

an all-weather track, none resounds
louder than that of Mark Johnston.
As he trains the biggest string in

the north of England, Johnston is a
key figure in the venture. Yet he has
called the plan to tear up the turf Flat
course “a travesty” and added: “While
I appreciate there is a need for an
all-weather track in the north, I
would rather do without it than see
that happen.”
Arena Racing Company (ARC),

owner of Newcastle, has responded
to the criticisms through Tony Kelly,
the managing director. The plan was
debated by the board of the British
Horseracing Authority (BHA)
yesterday and announcements are
expected today.
Johnston stood down this year

from that board and Kelly admitted,
wryly: “I have read his objections and
I’m glad he is no longer a BHA
director.”
ARC acquired seven jumps fixtures

from Towcester yesterday but it is its
core product of all-weather racing for
which Johnston reserved his most
coruscating remarks. “I have no
desire to see any expansion of
all-weather racing,” he said. “We are
boring our customers and doing
untold damage to the sport with drab,
uninteresting, poor quality racing.
We don’t want any more of it.”

Nobody needs to convince
me about the courage of
jump jockeys. My first
friend in the sport was
Jeff King, a man who

would rather pull out his own teeth
than admit to pain. Latterly, the entire
career of Tony McCoy has been an
instruction in stoicism.
It is right to feel inspired by the

hardiness of such men, to admire the
fact they would rather ride in pain
than not ride at all. When applied to
Brian Toomey, and his determination
to return to the life that almost killed
him, that admiration extends to
awe — shock and awe.
Toomey, 25, suffered horrifying

head injuries in a fall at Perth 14
months ago. He was in an induced
coma for a fortnight and the bleeding
on his brain was so severe that he had
a section of his skull cut away.
Doctors gave him only a small chance

of surviving. Now, Toomey is about to
start the process of reapplying for his
race-riding licence. Jerry Hill, newly
appointed chief medical adviser of the
British Horseracing Authority (BHA),
will consider Toomey’s case when he
begins the role tomorrow.
Hill will be cognisant of the

motivational element of Toomey’s
target and that it has undoubtedly
assisted his remarkable progress.
However, he must proceed with a
prescribed two-stage process, the
second of which crucially involves
reports from all the medical team that
treated him last year.
The jump-jockey gene, that

mindset of refusing to accept a red
light, is not a new phenomenon.
Richard Dunwoody spent years
resisting, then resenting his enforced
retirement through a chronic neck
injury. McCoy admits to living in
dread of being told he is not fit to
continue riding.
The case of Toomey, though, is

different because his injuries were to
the head, the brain, and were of such
a gruesome nature they had a serious
effect on all those close to him.
At York, a fortnight ago, Amy Ryan

spoke of her own inner turmoil about
returning to ride after heavy falls last

year. Tellingly, though, she said: “It
wasn’t so much my own injuries that
made me doubtful but what I was
seeing around me at the time.”
Ryan was Toomey’s girlfriend. She

was at his bedside through the worst
days, the days when getting back on a
horse was far from the priority list.
What she witnessed made her
question her own future, let alone his.
Last December, speaking to the

Limerick Leader, regional newspaper
of his homeland, Toomey said: “I
would love to get back to my job but I
won’t be allowed because there is so
much insurance involved. I will never
be allowed back.”

Somehow, whether through steady
recovery or well-meaning support, his
mind has been changed. He has been
deemed fit to drive again, a significant
step. He has also undergone a series
of neurological tests. He has been
riding out at the Yorkshire yard of
Brian Ellison.
Good on him. My hope is that he

finds a fulfilling job dealing with
horses, riding them at exercise. Yet I
cannot share his overriding wish for a
return to racing. Toomey has been to
the brink and back. It is for the BHA
to put sentiment and romance aside
and act rationally, in the best interests
of the man and his sport.

Toomey hopes to return to race-riding after making a remarkable recovery

TONY BARTHOLOMEW
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Window watch special
Read our essential club-by-club
guide and follow all the movers and
shakers from the last shopping day

Football, pages 62-63
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Lyth makes caseMoores admits that time is
no longer on England’s side

Cricket
LV= County Championship
First division
Durham v Nottinghamshire
Emirates Durham (second day of four):
Durham, with three second-innings wickets
in hand, are 261 runs ahead of
Nottinghamshire
Durham: First Innings 253 (M J Richardson 73,
M D Stoneman 55)
Second Innings
M D Stoneman c Read b Keedy 28
K K Jennings c Read b Keedy 23
S G Borthwick b Keedy 19
†M J Richardson run out 3
C S MacLeod b Franklin 3
*P D Collingwood not out 38
G J Muchall b Ball 36
J W Hastings lbw b Keedy 0
P Coughlin not out 36
Extras (lb 8, nb 2) 10
Total (7 wkts, 52 overs) 196
Fall of wickets: 1-51, 2-60, 3-67, 4-75, 5-83,
6-136, 7-137.
Bowling: Fletcher 12-1-38-0; Shahzad 6-0-46-0;
Ball 9-3-25-1; Keedy 18-3-56-4; Franklin
4-1-14-1; Patel 3-0-9-0.
Nottinghamshire: First Innings (overnight
66-4)
M H Wessels c MacLeod b Rushworth 37
J E C Franklin c Borthwick b Collingwood 24
*†C M W Read c Coughlin b Hastings 21
A Shahzad c and b Hastings 30
L J Fletcher c Borthwick b Collingwood 9
J T Ball c Richardson b Collingwood 12
G Keedy not out 0
Extras (b 4, lb 3, nb 4) 11
Total (58.2 overs) 188
Fall of wickets: 1-3, 2-3, 3-37, 4-66, 5-101,
6-135, 7-139, 8-150, 9-170.
Bowling: Rushworth 12-1-47-2; Hastings
21.2-5-64-4;Coughlin8-4-19-1;Chase8-1-25-0;
Collingwood 9-2-26-3.
Umpires: P J Hartley and J H Evans.

Lancashire v Yorkshire
Emirates Old Trafford (second day of four):
Yorkshire, with five first-innings wickets
in hand, are 118 runs ahead of Lancashire
Lancashire: First Innings 278 (T C Smith 57,
L M Reece 53, A G Prince 53)
Yorkshire: First Innings (overnight 61-0)
A Lyth not out 182
A Z Lees lbw b Bailey 40
K S Williamson st Davies b Parry 46
*A W Gale c Khawaja b Parry 6
†J M Bairstow b Croft 60
J A Leaning lbw b Kerrigan 1
A U Rashid not out 44
Extras (b 2, lb 10, w 1, nb 4) 17
Total (5 wkts, 115 overs) 396
R M Pyrah, S A Patterson, R J Sidebottom and
J A Brooks to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-72, 2-149, 3-163, 4-266,
5-281.

Bowling: Chapple 27-8-79-0; Bailey 25-5-77-1;
Kerrigan 22-1-78-1; Croft 11-0-33-1; Smith
12-1-56-0; Parry 18-2-61-2.
Umpires: S A Garratt and S J O’Shaughnessy.

Middlesex v Warwickshire
Lord’s (second day of four):Warwickshire have
scored 362 for eight wickets declared against
Middlesex
Warwickshire: First Innings (overnight 338-6)
R Clarke c sub b Roland-Jones 94
K H D Barker not out 72
J S Patel b Murtagh 8
O J Hannon-Dalby not out 2
Extras (lb 16, w 1, nb 16) 33
Total (8 wkts dec, 103 overs) 362
R O Gordon did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-61, 2-78, 3-99, 4-122, 5-158,
6-205, 7-345, 8-360.
Bowling: Murtagh 26-4-74-3; Roland-Jones
23-4-91-1; Harris 20-6-77-1; Dexter 21-5-63-3;
Patel 13-1-41-0.
Middlesex: *C J L Rogers, S D Robson, N R T
Gubbins, D J Malan, N J Dexter, †J A Simpson,
P R Stirling, T S Roland-Jones, J A R Harris,
T J Murtagh, R H Patel.
Umpires: N G C Cowley and G D Lloyd.

Somerset v Northamptonshire
Taunton (second day of four): Northampton-
shire, with six first-innings wickets in hand,
are 179 runs behind Somerset
Somerset: First Innings 314 (AW R Barrow 88,
N R D Compton 79; D J Willey 4 for 64)
Northamptonshire:First Innings(overnight39-0)
*S D Peters b Overton 46
J M Kettleborough c Trescothick b Overton 49
K J Coetzer c Barrow b Overton 10
R I Keogh not out 11
N Wagner c Barrow b Thomas 2
†A M Rossington not out 5
Extras (b 5, lb 7) 12
Total (4 wkts, 40 overs) 135
J D Middlebrook, B M Duckett, A J Hall,
D J Willey and M Azharullah to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-107, 2-112, 3-121, 4-130.
Bowling: Thomas 16-5-45-1; Gregory 8-0-26-0;
Overton 10-1-28-3; Trego 4-0-20-0; Leach
2-0-4-0.
Umpires: A G Wharf and S C Gale.

Second division
Derbyshire v Worcestershire
Derby (second day of four): Worcestershire,
with four first-innings wickets in hand, are 135
runs behind Derbyshire
Derbyshire: First Innings (overnight 323-8)
A L Hughes lbw b Morris 74
A P Palladino not out 38
M H A Footitt run out 11
Extras (b 12, lb 11, nb 6) 29
Total (103.3 overs) 356
Fall ofwickets:1-41,2-153,3-164,4-183,5-231,
6-250, 7-262, 8-283, 9-341.
Bowling: McClenaghan 21-4-91-0; Morris
26.3-9-54-5; Shantry 35-8-77-2; Leach
16-2-84-2; Choudhry 5-0-27-0.

Worcestershire: First Innings
*D K H Mitchell b Footitt 67
R K Oliver c and b Footitt 1
T C Fell c sub b Wainwright 70
A N Kervezee c Cross b Footitt 0
T Kohler-Cadmore c A L Hughes b Footitt 10
†O B Cox b White 14
J Leach not out 32
S H Choudhry not out 9
Extras (lb 10, nb 8) 18
Total (6 wkts, 86 overs) 221
J D Shantry, M JMcClenaghan and C A JMorris
to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-126, 3-126, 4-144, 5-169,
6-191.
Bowling: Footitt 19-6-61-4; Palladino
17-6-26-0; Hughes 16-3-50-0;White 20-8-39-1;
Wainwright 10-1-24-1; Durston 4-0-11-0.
Umpires: N G B Cook and M J D Bodenham.

Hampshire v Leicestershire
Ageas Bowl (second day of four): Hampshire,
with all first-innings wickets in hand, are 255
runs behind Leicestershire
Leicestershire: First Innings (overnight 301-9)
C E Shreck c Adams b Coles 20
A Sheikh not out 8
Extras (b 6, lb 1, w 1, nb 7) 15
Total (98 overs) 303
Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-33, 3-58, 4-174, 5-249,
6-249, 7-266, 8-268, 9-277.
Bowling: Tomlinson 20-5-59-2; Coles 20-1-
108-4;Wood10-3-33-1; Ervine11-3-24-0;Vince
3-0-11-0; Briggs 16-8-19-1; Dawson 18-4-42-2.
Hampshire: First Innings
M A Carberry not out 10
*J H K Adams not out 29
Extras (lb 1, nb 8) 9
Total (no wkt, 9 overs) 48
W R Smith, J M Vince, L A Dawson, †A J A
Wheater, S M Ervine, C P Wood, M T Coles,
D R Briggs and J A Tomlinson to bat.
Bowling: Shreck 5-1-19-0; Sheikh 4-1-28-0.
Umpires: M J Saggers and P Willey.

Kent v Glamorgan
Canterbury (second day of four): Kent, with six
first-innings wickets in hand, are 124 runs
behind Glamorgan
Glamorgan: First Innings 329 (C B Cooke 171;
M E Claydon 4 for 47)
Kent: First Innings (overnight 1-0)
D J Bell-Drummond c Wallace b Wagg 71
*R W T Key c Wallace b Allenby 41
B W Harmison lbw b Bull 10
B P Nash b Lloyd 40
S A Northeast not out 18
D I Stevens not out 24
Extras (w 1) 1
Total (4 wkts, 77 overs) 205
†S W Billings, M D Hunn, M E Claydon, R H Jo-
seph and A E N Riley to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-60, 2-77, 3-144, 4-174.
Bowling:Wagg16-1-78-1;Hogan18-7-28-0;Al-
lenby 16-3-30-1; Bull 14-3-34-1; Cosker 7-1-
17-0; Lloyd 6-0-18-1.
Umpires: N L Bainton and D J Millns.

Tour match
Surrey v New Zealand A
Kia Oval (second day of three): Surrey, with
seven second-innings wickets in hand, are 38
runs behind New Zealand A
Surrey: First Innings 101 (M J Henry 5 for 18)
Second Innings
†R J Burns not out 31
Z S Ansari lbw b Henry 9
V S Solanki c Craig b Kuggeleijn 8
G C Wilson lbw b Bennett 1
A Harinath not out 2
Extras (b 14, lb 7) 21
Total (3 wkts, 20.5 overs) 72
Fall of wickets: 1-21, 2-38, 3-39.
Bowling: Henry 7.5-1-24-1; Bennett 7-3-14-1;
Kuggeleijn 6-0-13-1.
New Zealand A: First Innings (overnight
202-7)
S C Kuggeleijn c sub b Dunn 8
T D Astle c Kapil b Dernbach 5
M J Henry c Wilson b Dernbach 0
H K Bennett not out 0
Extras (b 4, lb 12, nb 1) 17
Total (55.1 overs) 211
Fall of wickets: 1-13, 2-50, 3-64, 4-65, 5-126,
6-195, 7-198, 8-207, 9-211.
Bowling: Dernbach 15-5-37-3; Dunn 12.1-1-
54-4; Linley 11-3-31-0; Beaven 11-3-47-1;
Harinath 3-0-9-1; Ansari 3-0-17-1.
Umpires: M R Benson and I Dawood.

Firstwomen’sTwenty20international
England v South Africa
Chelmsford (England won toss): England beat
South Africa by nine wickets
South Africa (balls)
D van Niekerk b Hazell 36 (54)
†T Chetty c S J Taylor b Brunt 4 (3)
*M du Preez c Greenway b Sciver 28 (41)
L Lee run out 4 (6)
S Luus not out 10 (9)
C L Tryon not out 3 (7)
Extras (b 1, lb 2, w 1) 4
Total (4 wkts, 20 overs) 89
M Kapp, S Ismail, S Loubser, M M Letsoalo and
M Daniels did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-11, 2-62, 3-73, 4-75.
Bowling: Brunt 4-0-16-1; Shrubsole 4-0-13-0;
Hazell 4-0-20-1; Gunn 3-0-17-0; Knight 3-0-
10-0; Sciver 2-0-10-1.
England (balls)
*C M Edwards not out 62 (54)
L Winfield run out 4 (5)
†S J Taylor not out 21 (22)
Extras (w 4) 4
Total (1 wkt, 13.3 overs) 91
N R Sciver, L S Greenway, H C Knight, D N Wy-
att, JLGunn,DHazell,KHBruntandAShrubso-
le did not bat.
Fall of wicket: 1-26.
Bowling: Ismail 3-0-16-0;Kapp2.3-0-21-0;Dan-
iels 2-0-5-0; Loubser 1-0-9-0; Tryon 1-0-8-0;
Van Niekerk 2-0-9-0; Letsoalo 1-0-14-0; Luus
1-0-9-0.
Umpires: J W Lloyds and N A Mallender.
6England lead three-match series 1-0

Football
Evo-Stik League Northern: Premier division:
Curzon Ashton 0 Workington 0.
Ryman League: Premier division: Kingstonian 0
Bury Town 0.

Golf
US PGA Tour Deutsche Bank Championship
Norton, Massachusetts: Leaders after three
rounds (United States unless stated): 201: R
Henley 70, 66, 65. 202: W Horschel 69, 66, 67.
203: C Kirk 73, 66, 64; R McIlroy (N Ire) 70, 69,
64; J Day (Aus) 66, 68, 69. 204:W Simpson 66,
70, 68. 205: K Bradley 65, 71, 69; Noh Seung Yul
(S Kor) 69, 68, 68; R Palmer 63, 71, 71; K Streel-
man 73, 67, 65. 206:WHaas 67, 69, 70; CHadley
66,73,67;GOgilvy (Aus)70,71,65;RFowler70,
69, 67; J Spieth 67, 70, 69. 207: B Crane 69, 68,
70; J Furyk 72, 66, 69; J Senden (Aus) 69, 71, 67;
M Kaymer (Ger) 71, 66, 70; R Streb 73, 67, 67.
208: B Stuard 72, 71, 65; K Stadler 71, 70, 67; J
Walker 70, 70, 68; M Kuchar 69, 66, 73; R Knox
(GB) 67, 70, 71; G Fernández-Castaño (Sp) 71,
69, 68. 209: V Singh (Fij) 72, 68, 69; Z Johnson
71, 68, 70;AScott (Aus) 73, 68, 68;MHoffmann
72, 69, 68; M Putnam 71, 70, 68; C Pettersson
(Swe) 67, 73, 69; K Chappell 68, 73, 68. 210:W
MacKenzie 70, 73, 67; J Kokrak 68, 72, 70; H
Matsuyama(Japan)73,69,68.211:CStroud69,
69, 73; I Poulter (GB) 67, 73, 71; J Bohn 74, 68,
69.212:DLee(NZ)74,65,73;CSchwartzel (SA)
72, 72, 68; KJ Choi (S Kor) 72, 70, 70; B Van
Pelt70, 73, 69; B Watson 72, 71, 69; S Cink 71,
72, 69; A Svoboda 71, 72, 69; G Delaet (Can) 71,
74, 67;DSummerhays74, 71, 67; CHowell III 68,
73, 71.

LPGA Tour Portland Classic
Portland, Oregon: Leading final scores (United
States unless stated): 274: A Ernst 69, 69, 69,
67; Kim In Kyung (S Kor) 65, 67, 74, 68 (Ernst
won play-off on first extra hole). 276: Ryu So
Yeon (S Kor) 70, 66, 70, 70; Choi Chella (S Kor)
68, 70, 70, 68. 277: Choi Na Yeon (S Kor) 70, 69,
70, 68; Ji Eun Hee (S Kor) 71, 69, 67, 70; L Vedel
(Den) 69, 69, 69, 70; K Icher (Fr) 68, 71, 72, 66.
278: Lin Xiyu (China) 68, 68, 70, 72; M Uribe
(Col) 69, 72, 66, 71; Lee Il Hee (S Kor) 71, 72, 67,
68; P Reto (SA) 67, 69, 74, 68; L Diaz 67, 68, 72,
71; LSalas69, 72, 68, 69;HurMi Jung (SKor)70,
65, 70, 73. 279: T Joh 71, 67, 72, 69; C Ciganda
(Sp) 70, 65, 70, 74; S Pettersen (Nor) 71, 67, 67,
74. 280: M Pressel 73, 67, 70, 70; A Nordqvist
(Swe) 67, 71, 73, 69; M Jutanugarn (Thai) 72,
72, 69, 67; J Concolino 68, 71, 70, 71; M Harigae
67, 69, 72, 72; ParkHeeYoung (SKor) 75, 70, 65,
70. 281: J Rosales (Phil) 70, 70, 73, 68; Yani
Tseng (Taiwan) 70, 71, 73, 67; B Lang 71, 71, 71,
68; K Kaufman 75, 69, 70, 67. 282: J Rah 71, 71,
70, 70; J Song 66, 74, 72, 70; Yoo Sun Young (S
Kor) 74, 70, 70, 68; J Inkster 68, 70, 72, 72; J
Green 72, 66, 72, 72.

Tennis
US Open
Flushing Meadows, New YorK: Men: Singles:
Third round: T Berdych (Cz) bt T Gabashvili

(Russ) 6-3, 6-2, 6-4; R Federer (Switz) bt
M Granollers (Sp) 4-6, 6-1, 6-1, 6-1; D Thiem
(Austria) bt F López (Sp) 6-4, 6-2, 6-3; RBautis-
ta-Agut (Sp) bt A Mannarino (Fr) 7-5, 6-2,
6-3; G Monfils (Fr) bt R Gasquet (Fr) 6-4, 6-2,
6-2; G Dimitrov (Bul) bt D Goffin (Bel) 0-6,
6-3, 6-4, 6-1. Fourth round: N Djokovic (Serbia)
bt P Kohlschreiber (Ger) 6-1, 7-5, 6-4.
Doubles: Third round: B Bryan (US) and M
Bryan (US) bt B Klahn (US) and T Smyczek
(US) 6-3, 7-6; CBerlocq (Arg) and LMayer (Arg)
bt V Pospisil (Can) and J Sock (US) 6-2, 6-2;
A Peya (Austria) and B Soares (Br) bt M
Kukushkin (Kaz) and M Venus (NZ) 6-3,
6-4. Women: Singles: Fourth round: Peng
Shuai (China) bt L Safarova (Cz) 6-3, 6-4; B
Bencic (Switz) bt J Jankovic (Serbia) 7-6, 6-3;
F Pennetta (It) bt C Dellacqua (Aus) 7-5, 6-2;
S Williams (US) bt K Kanepi (Est) 6-3, 6-3.
Doubles: Third round: Z Diyas (Kaz) and Xu
Yifan (China) bt L Hradecka (Cz) and M
Krajicek (Neth) 7-6, 6-2; EMakarova (Russ) and
EVesnina (Russ) bt VKing (US) and LRaymond
(US) 6-3, 6-7, 6-2; AHlavackova (Cz) and Zheng
Jie (China) bt G Dabrowski (Can) and A Rosol-
ska (Pol) 6-4, 6-3. Mixed doubles: Second
round: K Srebotnik (Slovenia) and R Bopanna
(India) bt A Medina Garrigues (Sp) and R
Klaasen (SA) 6-3, 6-4; K Peschke (Cz) and M
Matkowski (Pol) bt CMcHale (US) and SKozlov
(US) 5-7, 6-2, 10-8. Quarter-final: T Townsend
(US) and D Young (US) bt A Barty (Aus) and J
Peers (Aus) 2-6, 7-6, 10-5.

England may have more than five
months until the 2015 World Cup, but
time and significant match practice is
against them. As they prepared for the
final two fixtures in theirone-day series
against India, Peter Moores, the head
coach, has admitted that they need to
improve quickly if they are to be
competitive next year in Australia and
New Zealand.
Already trailing2-0 in the five-match

series, failure towinatEdgbaston today
will ensure that England have lost five
successive one-day series under the
captaincy of Alastair Cook. The
manner of those recent defeats is also a
concern, with 13 wickets falling to spin
in the past two matches at Cardiff and
Trent Bridge.
As soon as this series is completed at

Headingley on Friday, England have a
maximum of 12 more one-day interna-
tionals before their opening game of
the World Cup, against Australia in
Melbourne on February 14.
While there is no sign of panic just

yet, England can ill afford many more
setbacks in their preparations.
After concluding their international

commitments for this summer with a
Twenty20 international against India
at Edgbaston on Sunday, England
embark on a seven-match one-day
series in Sri Lanka before Christmas
followed by a triangular series in Aus-
tralia that also includes India, which
would give them a further fivematches
should they reach the final. “We’ve

obviously got to look where we’re at,”
Moores said. “We’ve got the Sri Lanka
one and then, really nicely for us, we’ve
got the tri-series in Australia, but we’ve
got towork fast.We’ve got to accelerate
the development of the team quicker
than might be normal to get ourselves
really competitive by the World Cup.”
England’s struggles can be traced to

the failure of their leading batsmen,
particularly this summer. Cook has not
scored a century in 37 one-day inter-
national innings, while Eoin Morgan
averages only 16.42 this season, IanBell
25.14 and Joe Root 17.28.
Cook’s struggles, which have been

the theme of England’s international
summer, have mirrored the team’s
efforts. Yet Moores believes that Cook,
after he weathered calls to resign as
Test captain, is ready toprovehis critics
wrong again in the one-day arena.
“If you come out of a Test series

averaging just under 50, you know
you’re starting to get back into some
sort of form,” Moores said. “It doesn’t
meanhe’s exactlywherehewants to be,
and I don’t think we are as a side, but
we’reworking towherewewant to get.”
For all the pessimism surrounding

England’s World Cup chances, how-
ever, there was optimism from an
unlikely source. RavichandranAshwin,
the India off spinner, has claimed five
wickets in the past two matches, but
believes that there is still time for
England to improve.
“In 2003 India had a horrible tour of

NewZealand butwewent all theway to
the final [inSouthAfrica],”Ashwin said.

Myles Hodgson

How they line up

England (from): AN Cook (captain), AD Hales,
IR Bell, GS Ballance, EJG Morgan, JE Root, MM Ali,
JC Buttler, BA Stokes, CR Woakes, JC Tredwell,
ST Finn, JM Anderson, HF Gurney, CJ Jordan.
India (from): MS Dhoni (captain), AM Rahane,
S Dhawan, V Kohli, AT Rayudu, SK Raina,
RA Jadeja, R Ashwin, B Kumar, M Shami,
MM Sharma, STR Binny, DS Kulkarni, S Samson,
K Sharma, M Vijay, U Yadav.
Television: Sky Sports 2 from 10.30am.

England have been defeated in their
past four one-day series under Cook

Emirates Old Trafford (second day of four): Yorkshire,
with five first-innings wickets in hand, are 118 runs
ahead of Lancashire

John Westerby

Lancashire v Yorkshire

Ever since the retirement of Andrew
Strauss, two years ago this week,
England have been searching for a reli-
able opening partner for Alastair Cook.
Nick Compton, Joe Root, Michael
Carberry and Sam Robson have taken
their turns, none of them convincing in
the role, and yesterday Adam Lyth
offered compelling evidence that he
should be the next in line if Robson is
replaced when England next play a
Test, away to West Indies in April.
Lyth, the left-hander from Whitby,

batted all day to finish unbeaten on 182,
his fifth century of the season in the
LV= County Championship, and his
tally of 1,367 first-class runs is the
highest in the country. His personal
ambitions and Yorkshire’s hopes of
winning the championship are entirely
compatible and both causes were
advanced yesterday.
For some time, Lyth has been recog-

nised as one of the most handsome
stroke-makers in county cricket, but
now a healthy degree of substance has
been added to the style. His method is
orthodox and uncomplicated, his left
elbow high and his timing crisp. He
began with a lovely straight drive off
Tom Bailey yesterday morning and
went on to reach his century from 213
balls. By the time he worked Steven
Croft’s off spin through wide mid-on, a
17th four to go with one six, he had put
Yorkshire into a powerful position
against Lancashire’s injury-hit attack.

Jonny Bairstow’s brisk 60 helped Lyth
to add 103 for the fourth wicket and his
sixth-wicket stand with Adil Rashid is
already worth 115.
As he removed his helmet to take the

acclaim of team-mates and spectators,
sweat glistening on his bald pate, Lyth
wore the broad grin of a man finally
fulfilling his talent. He has shimmered
briefly before, not least inmaking 1,509
first-class runs in 2010, but he has not
attracted the selectors’ favour since his

Opening statement: Lyth hits out on

Football
Kick-off 7.45 unless stated
Johnstone’s Paint Trophy: First round:
Northern section:AccringtonStanley vCarlisle;
Barnsley v York; Crewe v Rochdale (7.30);
Fleetwood Town v Morecambe; Notts County v
Mansfield; Oldham v Bradford City (7.30);
Preston v Shrewsbury; Scunthorpe v Chester-
field. Southern section: AFC Wimbledon v
Southend; Cheltenham v Oxford United;
Crawley Town v Cambridge United; Peterbor-
ough v Leyton Orient; Stevenage v Gillingham;
Wycombe v Coventry; Yeovil v Portsmouth.

Cricket
Fourth Royal London one-day international:
Edgbaston: England v India (10.30).

LV= County Championship: Third day of four
(11.0, 96 overs minimum): First division:
Emirates Durham: Durham v Nottinghamshire.
Emirates Old Trafford: Lancashire v Yorkshire.
Lord’s: Middlesex v Warwickshire. Taunton:
Somerset v Northamptonshire. Second
division: Derby: Derbyshire v Worcestershire.
Ageas Bowl: Hampshire v Leicestershire.
Canterbury: Kent v Glamorgan.

Tourmatch: Kia Oval: Final day of three: Surrey
v New Zealand A.

Fixtures

Results and scoreboards
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Sport

Edwards takes
leading role in
crushing win

Footitt alters
course with
quick treble

Carlisle
Rob Wright
2.00 Another Royal 4.15 Clouds Rest
2.30 Properus 4.50 Correggio
3.05 Waffle 5.20 Chilly Miss (nap)
3.40 Two Smart
Going: good to firm Draw: low best Racing UK

2.00 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,264: 5f 193y) (8)

1 (2) 20031 CHOOKIE'S LASS 6 (CD) K Dalgleish 9-13 P Sword (5)
2 (3) 14220 SHADES OF SILK 18 (D,BF) J Given 9-7 Megan Carberry
3 (7) 16303 EMILY DAVISON 4 (B,D) Mrs K Tutty 9-5 Gemma Tutty
4 (1) 46003 MADAGASCAR MOLL 19 D O'Meara 9-3 Josh Doyle (5)
5 (8) 32422 ANOTHER ROYAL 9 (H,B) T Easterby 8-13 Rachel Richardson
6 (4) 5465 SLICK INDIAN 9 (B) M W Easterby 8-12 A Hesketh (3)
7 (6) 43300 SOUL INSTINCT 11 (B,CD) K A Ryan 8-10 G Mahon (3)
8 (5) 44000 LUNESDALE BUDDY 6 (B) A Berry 8-7 J Hibberd (5)

5-2 Chookie's Lass, 3-1 Shades Of Silk, 5-1 Another Royal, 11-2 others.

2.30 Maiden (2-Y-O: £2,911: 5f 193y) (12)

1 (12) 5 BAMBOCCIANTI 18 R Fahey 9-5 T Hamilton
2 (2) 64 DARK WONDER 33 J Given 9-5 D Swift
3 (4) 33 DOPPLER EFFECT 13 (BF) Mrs A Duffield 9-5 P McDonald
4 (9) 40 GOLDEN SPUN 11 B Smart 9-5 D Nolan
5 (1) 22602 MIDLANDER 7 M Johnston 9-5 F Norton
6 (10) 0 NOTNOWDEAR 9 Mrs A Duffield 9-5 R Scott (7)
7 (7) 4 PROPERUS 27 K A Ryan 9-5 B McHugh
8 (3) 06 SIR ACCLAM 46 K Dalgleish 9-5 T Eaves
9 (6) 0 SPLASH OF VERVE 17 P Kirby 9-5 R Winston
10(11) 0 XANDER 15 T Easterby 9-5 I Brennan
11 (8) BOND STARPRINCESS G M Moore 9-0 A Elliott
12 (5) 5 GRANOLA 7 D Brown 9-0 G Gibbons

7-4 Midlander, 5-1 Dark Wonder, Doppler Effect, 6-1 others.

3.05 Selling Stakes (£2,264: 5f 193y) (5)

1 (4) 44012 LIVE DANGEROUSLY 4 K Dalgleish 4-9-5 T Eaves
2 (5) 52210 MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 21 (P,D) Miss T Waggott 9-9-5 R Winston
3 (3) 01302 GAELIC WIZARD 9 (D) Mrs K Tutty 6-8-13 Gemma Tutty (5)
4 (1) 34000 PLUNDER 60 (B) A Berry 4-8-13 P P Mathers
5 (2) 00200 WAFFLE 17 (P) T D Barron 8-8-13 G Gibbons

4-5 Waffle, 4-1 Live Dangerously, Mission Impossible, 7-1 others.

3.40 Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(£3,234: 5f 193y) (6)

1 (5) 35554 PUPPET THEATRE 13 D O'Meara 4-9-2 Sam James (3)
2 (2) 003 ASHA 17 D Griffiths 3-9-0 A Elliott
3 (6) 36-02 GREAT WAVE 14 D Simcock 3-9-0 G Gibbons
4 (1) 23342 PERCY'S GAL 11 Mrs K Tutty 3-9-0 Gemma Tutty (5)
5 (4) 20022 TWO SMART 6 (H,BF) K Burke 3-9-0 P McDonald
6 (3) 62222 WHISPERING STAR 48 D Simcock 3-9-0 G Buckell (7)

6-4 Two Smart, 5-2 Great Wave, 4-1 Percy's Gal, 10-1 Whispering Star,
12-1 Asha, 16-1 Puppet Theatre.

4.15 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £4,204: 5f) (5)

1 (5) 10401 CLOUDS REST 9 (D) R Fahey 9-10 J Garritty (5)
2 (4) 13410 INDESCRIBABLE 31 (D,BF) M Johnston 9-7 F Norton
3 (1) 42201 KING CRIMSON 12 (D) M Channon 9-3 C Bishop (3)
4 (2) 05511 BOWSON FRED 17 (D) M W Easterby 9-1 G Gibbons
5 (3) 42615 DANOT 21 (D) K Dalgleish 8-11 T Eaves

2-1 Bowson Fred, Clouds Rest, 7-2 Indescribable, 5-1 King Crimson,
16-1 Danot.

4.50 Handicap
(£5,175: 7f 200y) (5)

1 (3) 00340 PARTY ROYAL 59 (D) Mrs R Carr 4-9-8 P McDonald
2 (5) 0-114 JACOB BLACK 6 (CD) K Dalgleish 3-9-5 T Eaves
3 (1) 65555 CORREGGIO 20 (P,D) M D Hammond 4-9-4 J Garritty (5)
4 (4) 03200 ALQUIMIA 17 (D) R Fahey 3-9-0 T Hamilton
5 (2) 53222 AN CHULAINN 8 (B) M Johnston 3-8-9 F Norton

5-2 Jacob Black, 7-2 An Chulainn, Correggio, 4-1 Alquimia, 5-1 Party Royal.

5.20 Handicap
(£2,264: 1m 3f 107y) (8)

1 (6) 35244 VICKY VALENTINE 21 A Whillans 4-9-12 G Whillans (5)
2 (2) 06522 SAINT THOMAS 20 J Mackie 7-9-9 F Norton
3 (4) 553 CHILLY MISS 18 J M Jefferson 5-9-9 B Hughes
4 (1) 26533 HARRISON'S CAVE 5 (B) K Dalgleish 6-9-6 T Eaves
5 (8) 22324 CALL OF DUTY 10J (C,D) Mrs D Sayer 9-9-5 E Sayer (5)
6 (3) 50-01 MOON OVER RIO 19 B Haslam 3-8-13 A Elliott
7 (5) 50026 TAXIFORMISSBYRON 36 I Jardine 4-8-12 R Scott (7)
8 (7) 0-055 MITCD 68 M Todhunter 3-8-5 Joe Doyle (5)

7-2 Saint Thomas, 4-1 Moon Over Rio, 6-1 Chilly Miss, Vicky Valentine,
7-1 Taxiformissbyron, 8-1 Call Of Duty, Harrison's Cave, Mitcd.

Hamilton Park
Rob Wright
2.10 Star Cracker 4.25 Nakeeta (nb)
2.40 Royal Holiday 5.00 Opt Out
3.15 Quest Of Colour 5.30 Sewn Up
3.50 Never Up
Going: good to soft
Draw: 6f, low numbers best Racing UK

2.10 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £3,881: 6f 5y) (9)

1 (3) 01 STAR CRACKER 20 M Dods 9-7 P Mulrennan
2 (6) 52364 STRAIGHTOTHEPOINT 13 (V) B Smart 9-4 G Lee
3 (4) 54520 ANASTAZIA 21 P D'Arcy 9-4 K Fallon
4 (9) 626 MUHAARIB AL EMARAT 21 (BF) R Fahey 9-4 G Chaloner (3)
5 (2) 4552 SALTARELLO 11 J J Quinn 9-3 P Makin
6 (7) 33354 ATREUS 18 M W Easterby 8-8 J Sullivan
7 (5) 554 MONKSFORD LADY 26 D McCain 8-3 Joe Doyle (5)
8 (8) 450 SECRET FRIEND 45 (B) T Easterby 8-3 D Fentiman
9 (1) 004 MOON ARC 22 K Dalgleish 8-0 J Haynes (3)

3-1 Saltarello, 4-1 Star Cracker, 11-2 Anastazia, 13-2 Muhaarib Al Emarat,
7-1 Moon Arc, 10-1 Secret Friend, Straightothepoint, 12-1 others.

2.40 Handicap (£3,234: 1m 65y) (9)

1 (5) 51316 HANALEI BAY 17 (CD) K Dalgleish 4-9-10 P Makin
2 (3) 61100 LADY ARTISTE 18 (D) G A Swinbank 4-9-8 B A Curtis
3 (9) 22605 ZAIN ZONE 15 (P) Mrs R Carr 3-9-5 J Sullivan
4 (2) 50042 ROYAL HOLIDAY 13 (B,D,BF) Mrs M Fife 7-9-1 D Tudhope
5 (8) 30306 TECTONIC 22 (P,C,D) K Dalgleish 5-9-1 K Fallon
6 (7) 5-613 COSQUILLAS 200 M Johnston 3-8-11 J Fanning
7 (4) 030-0 CHAMBERLAIN 15 (P) J Murray 3-8-10 D Allan
8 (1) 46505 SPAVENTO 50 (CD) E Alston 8-8-10 J Hart
9 (6) 66600 RIOJA DAY 42 (D) J Goldie 4-8-10 G Lee

4-1 Royal Holiday, 9-2 Cosquillas, 5-1 Hanalei Bay, 6-1 Zain Zone, 13-2
Spavento, 7-1 Lady Artiste, 9-1 Tectonic, 10-1 Rioja Day, 16-1 Chamberlain.

3.15 Handicap (3-Y-O: £1,940: 1m 1f 36y) (8)

1 (1) 00-41 QUEST OF COLOUR 34 R Fahey 9-7 G Chaloner (3)
2 (4) 1-600 NEUF DES COEURS 67 K Dalgleish 9-7 J Fanning
3 (2) 00244 TORTOISE 4 (B) Richard Guest 9-3 D Silva (5)
4 (3) 00060 MAGIC SHOES 8 S Corbett 9-2 R Ffrench
5 (7) 54551 NOTTS SO BLUE 22 Shaun Harris 9-0 J Hart
6 (6) 40042 SHIFTIN BOBBINS 22 M Dods 8-12 P Mulrennan
7 (8) -0605 ED LED JED 7 (P) J McConnell (Ire) 8-7 J Sullivan
8 (5) 506- THE BUNNY CATCHER 280 Mrs S Watt 8-7 J Haynes (3)

11-4 Quest Of Colour, 3-1 Notts So Blue, 9-2 Ed Led Jed, 5-1 others.

3.50 Maiden (£3,408: 1m 1f 36y) (9)
1 (7) 50 JUSTCALLHIMBILLY 18 Shaun Harris 4-9-11 D Fentiman
2 (9) 0/ L'INGANNO FELICE I Jardine 4-9-11 D Allan
3 (1) 52223 LEGAL WAVES 27 G A Swinbank 4-9-11 K Fallon
4 (8) 300-0 SILVER LIGHTENING 34 E Alston 4-9-11 J Hart
5 (6) 5 BALLYHURST 126 R Fahey 3-9-5 G Chaloner (3)
6 (3) 444 BRAES OF LOCHALSH 18 J Goldie 3-9-5 G Lee
7 (5) 3 NEVER UP D O'Meara 3-9-5 D Tudhope
8 (4) SO IT'S WAR K Dalgleish 3-9-5 P Makin
9 (2) 02543 POTENT EMBRACE 11 M Johnston 3-9-0 J Fanning

5-2 Legal Waves, 11-4 Potent Embrace, 7-2 Never Up, 9-1 others.

4.25 Handicap (£3,234: 1m 3f 16y) (8)
1 (7) 41100 EL BRAVO 9 Shaun Harris 8-9-12 B A Curtis
2 (4) 6230- ROC DE PRINCE 17J (T,P) J Ewart 5-9-10 Lucy Alexander
3 (1) 46-03 STYNES 11J (T) J McConnell (Ire) 4-9-5 G Chaloner (3)
4 (3) 34613 CLEAR SPELL 18 (CD) A Whillans 3-9-4 C Beasley (3)
5 (5) 52562 RONALD GEE 8 J Goldie 7-9-4 G Lee
6 (8) 36404 ROYAL STRAIGHT 5 (T,C) Miss L Perratt 9-9-4 Sammy Jo Bell (5)
7 (2) 0-413 NAKEETA 30 (H) I Jardine 3-9-4 D Nolan
8 (6) 2/6-6 ROCKAWANGO 110J (T,P) J Ewart 8-9-2 P Mulrennan

3-1 Clear Spell, 100-30 Nakeeta, Ronald Gee, 6-1 Stynes, 15-2others.

5.00 Handicap
(£9,703: 6f) (14)

1 (4) 11050 FOXY CLARETS 17 (B,D) R Fahey 3-9-10 G Chaloner (3)
2 (2) 64512 KLYNCH 11 (B,CD) Mrs R Carr 8-9-8 J Sullivan
3 (13) 21230 GRAN CANARIA QUEEN 17 (CD) T Easterby 5-9-7

D Allan
4 (1) 12556 BUNCE 11 (CD) Miss L Perratt 6-9-5 C Beasley (3)
5 (11) 02131 LAYLA'S HERO 6 (V,C,D) D Nicholls 7-9-5 P Mulrennan
6 (12) 56122 ALEXANDRAKOLLONTAI 18 (B,CD) A Whillans 4-9-4

Julie Burke (3)
7 (5) 65431 GO GO GREEN 15 (CD) J Goldie 8-9-1 G Bartley (3)
8 (10) 31233 SALVATORE FURY 35 (P,CD) K Dalgleish 4-9-0 P Makin
9 (14) 03300 TANGO SKY 22 (C) R Fahey 5-8-13 D Nolan
10 (9) 00310 BARON RUN 22 (CD,BF) K Burke 4-8-13 J Haynes (3)
11 (7) 23436 JINKY 22 (D) Miss L Perratt 6-8-12 J Fanning
12 (6) 42216 CLASSY ANNE 24 (C,BF) J Goldie 4-8-12 G Lee
13 (8) 0-100 MANDALAY KING 46 (B,CD) Mrs M Fife 9-8-11

J Nason (5)
14 (3) 14230 OPT OUT 24 (D,BF) A Whillans 4-8-8 J Hart

9-2 Layla's Hero, 6-1 Classy Anne, 13-2 Salvatore Fury, 7-1 Baron Run,
8-1 Alexandrakollontai, Klynch, 10-1 Go Go Green, 12-1 others.

5.30 Handicap
(Amateurs’: £1,975: 6f) (14)

1 (9) 14506 HAB REEH 6 (CD) Mrs R Carr 6-11-0 Miss S Brotherton
2 (7) 01640 ICEBLAST 4 (B,D) M W Easterby 6-11-0

Miss Joanna Mason (3)
3 (4) 33642 SLIM CHANCE 6 (BF) S West 5-11-0 Mr W Hogg
4 (5) 24625 SHILLITO 6 T Coyle 4-10-10 Mr K Wood (5)
5 (11) /565- OPUS DEI 488 (P,D) J Murray 7-10-6 Mr L Hall (7)
6 (2) -3046 MYSTERIOUS WONDER 55 (B,CD) P Kirby 4-10-5

Mr P Dennis (5)
7 (8) 00001 RISE TO GLORY 7 (T,P,D) Shaun Harris 6-10-5

Mrs C Bartley
8 (1) 04600 RED INVADER 4 P D'Arcy 4-10-4 Mrs R Wilson (5)
9 (12) 00156 LORD BUFFHEAD 11 (V,C,D) Richard Guest 5-10-2

Mr D McDonagh (7)
10 (6) 50540 ROCKVIEW EMPEROR 6 (B,BF) J McConnell (Ire) 4-10-1

Mr J Willey (5)
11 (3) 50245 ROCK CANYON 5 (P,CD) Miss L Perratt 5-10-1 Mr H Stock (5)
12(14) 60001 THEWESTWALIAN 6 (D) P Hiatt 6-10-1Miss M King (5)
13(13) 36453 SEWN UP 11 (P,D) K Dalgleish 4-10-0 Mr S Walker
14(10) 55334 CAPTAIN SCOOBY 5 (B,C,D) Richard Guest 8-9-13

Miss C Walton

4-1 Rise To Glory, 11-2 Slim Chance, 13-2 Thewestwalian, 8-1 Hab Reeh, Sewn
Up, 10-1 Rock Canyon, Shillito, 12-1 Captain Scooby, 14-1 others.

Bet of the day

Chilly Miss (5.20 Carlisle)
Twice a winner in bumpers, she
appeals now up in trip on the Flat

Brighton
Going: good to firm (good in places)

2.30 (5f 213yd) 1, Bookmaker (Liam Jones,
12-1); 2, Just Isla (6-4 fav); 3, Swiss Lait (4-1).
7 ran. NR: Ficelle. Hd, 2Kl. O Stevens.
3.00 (5f 213yd) 1, Renaissant (R Hughes, 5-2
fav); 2, Queen’s Pearl (11-4); 3, Siren’s Cove
(9-2). 12 ran. NR: Red Perdita. Kl, 3Ol.
R Hannon.
3.30 (5f 213yd) 1, Emef Rock (M Dwyer, 20-1);
2, Dream Approval (9-1); 3, Khawaater (6-1).
L’addition (5th) 7-4 fav. 9 ran. NR: Gen I Am.
Hd, 1l. M Channon.
4.00 (1m 1f 209yd) 1, Ana Shababiya (T P
Queally, 8-1); 2,Whitby Jet (8-1); 3, Bennelong

(10-1). Darting (4th), Light Of Asia (6th) 9-4 jt-
fav. 8 ran. Nk, 6l. I Mohammed.
4.30 (1m 1f 209yd) 1, Long View (R L Moore,
11-8 fav); 2, Steppe Daughter (8-1); 3, Viceroy-
alty (7-2). 7 ran. NR: Brisk. 5l, 7l. Sir Michael
Stoute.
5.00 (7f 214yd) 1, Chanceuse (R L Moore, 8-1);
2, Elle Rebelle (4-1 fav); 3, Big City Boy (7-1).
10 ran. NR: Trust Me Boy. 1Ol, 1l. G L Moore.
5.30 (7f 214yd) 1, Claude Greenwood (Charles
Bishop, 14-1); 2, AbigailsAngel (4-1 fav); 3, An-
ginola (11-2). 11 ran. Hd, 1Nl. Mrs L Jewell.
6.00 (6f 209yd) 1,Bayleyf (S Donohoe, 100-30);
2, FreddyWithAY(6-4 fav); 3,OlneyLass (8-1).
6 ran. 3Nl, 4Kl. L Carter.
Placepot: £94.20. Quadpot: £25.10.

Huntingdon
Going: good

2.20 (2m 5f 110yd hdle) 1, Cusheen Bridge (A
Pogson, 7-2 fav); 2, Provincial Pride (6-1); 3,
Flash Crash (6-1). 8 ran. Kl, 1Ol. C Pogson.
2.50 (2m 4f 110yd ch) 1, Saddlers Deal (D N
Russell, 8-1); 2,Milgen Bay (5-2 fav); 3,Moor-
lands Jack (9-2). 6 ran. 11l, 3Ol. P Coffey (Ire).
3.20 (2m 4f 110yd hdle) 1,Workbench (Harry
Skelton, 5-4 fav); 2, Ascendant (20-1); 3, Parc
Des Princes (9-2). 6 ran. Nk, 2Ol. D Skelton.
3.50 (2m 4f 110yd ch) 1, Viking Ridge (A P
McCoy, 5-4 fav); 2, Sir Lynx (6-1); 3, Present-
ing The Way (11-2). 2Ol, 18l. K Bailey.

4.20 (2m 110yd hdle) 1, That’s A Fact (D
N Russell, 7-4 jt-fav); 2, Dr Dalwhinny
(7-4 jt-fav); 3, Private Jones (100-1).
7 ran. NR: Slowfoot, Stentorian. 5l, 1Ol.
P Coffey (Ire).

4.50 (3m2f hdle) 1,TopBilling (APMcCoy, 2-1
fav); 2, Dazzling Rita (3-1); 3, Spanish Fork
(6-1). 6 ran.NR:Annamult, It’sOscar,MilanOf
Hope. 7l, 2Kl. N Richards.

5.20 (2m 110yd flat) 1, Katcha Kopek (T J
O’Brien, 11-4); 2, Seacon Beg (3-1); 3, Its
Pandorama (Evens fav). 4 ran. 2Kl, 7l.
P Henderson.

Placepot: £17.80.

Quadpot: £7.90.

Leicester
Going: good (good to firm in places)

2.10 (1m 2f) 1, Scoppio Del Carro (David Prob-
ert, 5-2 fav); 2, Ajig (9-2); 3, Elite Force (8-1).
8 ran. NR: Special Miss. 1Nl, nk. A Balding.
2.40 (7f) 1, Fingal’s Cave (William Twiston-
Davies, Evens fav); 2, Thorkhill Star (6-1); 3,
Little Palaver (7-1). 9 ran. NR: Jen Jos Enigma,
Storm Rock. Kl, Kl. M Channon.
3.10 (7f) 1, Cape Xenia (D Sweeney, 4-5 fav);
2, Multistar (7-1); 3, Colours Of Glory (20-1).
11 ran. Ns, 1Nl. H Candy.
3.40 (6f) 1, Feeling Easy (J Quinn, 12-1);
2, Some Show (2-1); 3, White Vin Jan (6-1). 4
ran. NR: Bimbo, Park Glen. Nk, 1Nl. R Eddery.

4.10 (1m 3f 183yd) 1, Fractal (Martin Lane,
11-4); 2,Moshe(9-4 fav);3,FavoriteGirl (12-1).
8 ran. NR: Saint Thomas. 2l, 2Nl. D Simcock.
4.40 (5f) 1, Zipedeedodah (S A Gray, 7-1);
2, Fujiano (25-1); 3, Midnight Destiny (33-1).
Classic Flyer (5th) 3-1 fav. 12 ran. NR: Magh
Meall. Sh hd, 2Nl. J Tuite.
5.10 (7f) 1, Al Khan (Jacob Butterfield, 6-1);
2, Red Paladin (5-1); 3, Available (5-1). Elizona
4-1 fav. 9 ran. 1Nl, Ol. Ollie Pears.
5.40 (6f) 1, Generalyse (Ryan Tate, 6-1);
2, Smokethatthunders (10-1); 3, Top Offer (7-2
fav). 10 ran. Ol, 3l. B De Haan.
Jackpot: not won (pool of £5,926.59 carried
forward to Kempton Park today).
Placepot: £472.60. Quadpot: £216.00.

Yesterday’s racing results

for Test place

appearances for England Lions the
following winter.
“I thinkhe’s readynow,” JasonGilles-

pie, the Yorkshire head coach, said last
night. “What he’s shown this year is the
ability to adapt to different situations,
whether the conditions dictate that he
needs to knuckle down and grind it out.
He did a fair bit of that today. If the
England selectors come knocking, he
won’t let themdown.He’s good enough
and he can’t be ignored for ever.”

Lyth turns 27 this month and he
attributes his enhanced powers of con-
centration to a repetitive golf exercise
devised by Simon Hartley, Yorkshire’s
sports psychologist.
Hartley encouraged Lyth to hole as

many consecutive two-foot putts as
possible. While professional golfers
often falter between 50 and 100, Lyth
holed a remarkable 213 balls. And
another double century could follow
this morning.

the way to an unbeaten 182 against a depleted Lancashire attack at Old Trafford

TIMESPHOTOGRAPHER,GRAHAMMORRIS

Collingwood
and Keedy in
rare old battle

Emirates Durham (second day of four): Durham, with
three second-innings wickets in hand, are 261 runs
ahead of Nottinghamshire

Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent

Durham v
Nottinghamshire

It was a day for old men in a cricket
sense, as Paul Collingwood and Gary
Keedy wrested their sides from trouble
during various points of a see-sawing
contest. With a combined age of 78,
their nous shone through.
Collingwood featured with bat, ball

and brain. An elaborate field change
confused Riki Wessels as Nottingham-
shire’s top-scorer. Then, on the attack
himself,Collingwoodstretchedhis tally
of first-classwickets for the season from
one to four with canny dibbly-dobs in
helpful conditions.
John Hastings used his bouncer to

good effect, not least in tempting Chris
Read to hook to deep backward square.
Late blowsbyAjmal Shahzad restricted
Durham’s advantage to 65 on first
innings, but they eased that to 116
before Keedy joined the party.
The first ball from the sometime spin

coach and assistant physiotherapist
drew Mark Stoneman forward to his
doom. Keaton Jennings misjudged
length, and turn from the rough
bemused a third left-hander in Scott
Borthwick. Collingwood, however,
bristled competitively again, jabbing
between defensive prods as Gordon
Muchall and Paul Coughlin profited
around him.

You wait 52 intensely attritional overs
for a wicket andMark Footitt suddenly
takes three in his first 15 balls after tea.
The Derbyshire left-armer, whose 56
scalps overnight make him most
successful quick bowler in the champi-
onship this year, removed Richard
Oliver in the reply’s third over and
broke a 125-run stand when Daryl
Mitchell, playing no shot, was bowled
for 67.
He then whipped out Alexei

Kervezee and Tom Kohler-Cadmore
but couldnotdislodgeTomFell, despite
beating him countless times during a
hostile post-lunch spell during which
Fell took26 torturedballs tomove from
25 to 26.
Fell’s 70, an effort of character, ended

tamely against spin after Ben Cox was
bowled by a fine ball from Wayne
White as the Worcestershire decline
continued.
With their lines incisively breached

by Footitt, they lost five for 65 through
80 minutes that may potentially have
settled the game, though they held off
the new ball in the last six overs.
Derbyshire, eight down overnight,

reached 356 in the morning, Alex
Hughes falling for 74, nine short of a
career-best, when Charlie Morris
claimed his maiden five-wicket bag.

Derby (second day of four): Worcestershire, with four
first-innings wickets in hand, are 135 runs behind
Derbyshire

Neville Scott

Derbyshire v
Worcestershire

A determined half-century from Char-
lotte Edwards, the captain, steered
England’s women to a nine-wicket vic-
tory over South Africa in the first of
three Twenty20 internationals.
After England had restricted the

touring team to 89 for four, Edwards,
following up a match-winning century
in the second one-day international
against India at Scarborough, played a
commanding innings of 62 not out,
striking ten fours.
Sarah Taylor, who finished on 21,

came to the crease after Lauren
Winfield was run out by a direct hit
from Dane van Niekerk. It was South
Africa’s only wicket and England
cruised past the target in the 14th over.
England had laid the foundations for

their victory with miserly bowling and
sharp fielding. Katherine Brunt gener-
ated early swing and beat the bat
consistently before inducing an edge
from Trisha Chetty, the opener.
Van Niekerk and Mignon du Preez,

the captain, formed the only significant
partnership of South Africa’s innings,
adding 51 runs, before Van Niekerk
attempted a reverse sweep off Dani
Hazell only towatch theball clatter into
middle stump.
Natalie Sciver ran out Lizelle Lee

before taking the prize scalp of Du
Preez thanks to a diving catch by Lydia
Greenway at deep mid-wicket.

Rob Wright’s midday update
thetimes.co.uk/sportsbook

Melanie Farrell

Chelmsford (England won toss): England beat South
Africa by nine wickets

England v South Africa
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Bigger yet the same — a World Cup vision
Owen Slot Chief Rugby Correspondent

T
he latest “ultimate team
talk” was posted online
yesterday by England 2015,
the organisers of next year’s
rugby union World Cup,

with Charles Dance in the head coach
role. It is one of those “we can take on
the world” motivational rants, not
quite up there with Jim Telfer’s
infamous “Everest” speech to the 1997
Lions because Dance cannot use the
F-word three times in a sentence, and
clearly reminiscent of Al Pacino in
Any Given Sunday, but then again it is
a PR campaign and not a Hollywood
movie. And it does claim that Leeds,
Manchester and Brighton are “the
backbone” of the country, which
seems a bit harsh on Dorking.
More pertinently, Dance forecasts

“the biggest, finest, most glorious
World Cup ever”. Good luck, of
course, to that. And: “We’re going to
grab the moment with both hands.”
That moment is kind of now. The

professional season starts in the
British Isles on Friday. From then on,
it is pretty much non-stop until the
World Cup final in 14 months. This is
rugby’s biggest chance to make an
impact in these islands — not just
England — since Jonny’s dropped
goal in 2003. In which case, if the
moment is indeed grabbed with both
hands, here is a vision of what the
game could soon look like.
It could have scrum halves feeding

the ball in straight at the scrum, it
could have no more opera singers in
gowns slit to the thigh performing the
national anthems and it could stop
the pre-match firework displays that
are so excessive that the first five
minutes of a game are like Gorillas in
the Mist. These are the easy wins.

We could also suggest no more
collapsed scrums, but that would
just be wishful thinking. Yet what
could be achieved is the giving of a
free ref-link (which allows fans to
listen to the live feed from the
referee’s microphone) to every
spectator at every game. There is
little more prohibitive to the new
rugby fan, or even the old rugby fan,
than not understanding what they
have paid to see; a ref-link at least
helps explain.
Rugby union does not need to be a

game only for those in the know — as
in, if you weren’t handed the keys at
your school, then you cannot come in.
If the World Cup could have one
outstanding achievement, it would be

to dispel the idea that rugby is for us
and not for them.
Imagine a world, by the end of

October 2015, when caricaturists no
longer label “Twickenham man” as
the bloke in red corduroys who talks
like a 1950s newsreader. For sure, that
man is out there in the car park, but
you need only go to any club ground
to understand how tired and tiresome
are these old stereotypes.
The RFU has plans for these clubs

during the World Cup: to make them
a vast social community, to invite new
people inside and have them embrace
the community values, to make this
the launch pad for significant growth
in the game. That is the opportunity
that the World Cup presents. The

Union should go farther, therefore,
confiscate Martin Johnson’s road bike
and persuade him to get back among
it with them.
Sorry, Johnno, but can’t we just run

your Captain Curmudgeon a long hot
bath and invite him to defrost and
come out of hiding? Yes, the 2011
World Cup campaign was quite some
disaster, but it is not like you invented
global warming; all is now forgiven.
Charles Dance invites you to “stand
tall, stand proud”. What about just
going round the clubs on a Johnno
Roadshow? No press need to come.
You could even go on your bike.
The best ambassadors for the brave

new post-World Cup world, though,
are not Johnno and the old household
names, but the present England team.
And they do not need to win a World
Cup to be that. Anyone could win
that World Cup; Jacques Burger could
lift the World Cup for Namibia and
still, in an ideal world, the England
team would be household names too.
They would still be recognised when
they walk down the street; they would
still be relaxed in the public eye; they
would be superstars. Right now, they
do not have that profile.
This is a dilemma for the England

management. The game has an
opportunity to expand, yet the safe
impulse is always to prevent the
players from having the superstar
profiles to help it to grow. The players
are trained to be wary of saying the
wrong thing. One of the sadder sights
of recent times was watching Danny
Cipriani, a “character” if you can
forgive the inverted commas, giving
an interview to assembled media in
May after he had been recalled by
England and selected for the summer

tour to New Zealand. It was as if the
Dementors had been put on day
release from the wizard world and
sucked the personality from him.
It is nearly 20 years since rugby

union went professional, so of course
your modern-day senior international
player is far different from his
amateur forefathers. He has been
spotted early, been told how good he
is from an early age, been paid early,
reared, shaped and refined. Yet still he
is a pretty decent product; it must be
the responsibility of the game, in the
next 14 months, to exhibit that.
This is what rugby could look like:

bigger, yet the same. Greater numbers
in the stands and in the clubhouses,
yet Saracens players still mingling
with punters on the pitch after the
game, for instance, or Harlequins
players going to the Kings Bar after
they have showered.
Or Wasps honouring Doreen Collis.

In the summer, she passed away; she
had worked in the kitchen at Wasps’
Twyford Avenue training ground for
30 years. She was known around the
club for her cheery demeanour and
her tireless, tuneless whistling. Eight
years ago she was Club Person of the
Year; after she had unknowingly
turned down an invitation to the
annual awards dinner, Lawrence
Dallaglio made a special presentation
to her in the club kitchen.
Members of the coaching staff

attended her funeral; a special bench
now sits at the training ground in her
memory.
If rugby can fulfil its ambitions to

grow because of the World Cup, and
still look like that, it will indeed have
grabbed the moment with both
hands.

First for rugby
Owen Slot brings you
his new column every
Tuesday in the Times

Stuart Barnes writes
Mondays and Fridays
and Paul Ackford
returns on Saturdays

Plus Watch near-live
Premiership clips on
your phone and tablet

Dance calls the tune: Joe Launchbury and a bearded Tom Wood pay close attention to their “head coach” in England 2015’s attempt to get people excited about the forthcoming World Cup on these shores

‘This is rugby’s biggest
chance to make an
impact here since 2003’
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Sexton’s broken jaw puts Ireland on green alert

How do you improve on perfection?
That question will be taxing Robin
Williams, the coach of Helen Glover
and Heather Stanning, the Great Brit-
ain women’s pair, every day between
now and the Olympic Games in 2016.
On Saturday, Glover and Stanning

added the world title to the Olympic
gold theywon together at EtonDorney
in 2012. In between time, Glover won
the 2013 World Championships with
Polly Swann while Stanning was serv-
ing a tour of duty in Afghanistan.
As the duo’s latest triumph, which

theyachieved inaworld’s best time,was
being digested and analysed in the bars
and restaurants around the Bosbaan in
Amsterdam on Saturday night, one
former British Olympic medal-winner
stated his belief that Glover is the
perfect oarswoman. He could see no
flaws in her stroke.
All in all, Britain’s leading women’s

boat has been unbeaten for three years
and there are no immediate challen-
gers to the pair’s dominance. To spend
the next two years striving for further
improvementswill be asmuchamental
battle as a physical one.
That is where their relationship with

Williamswill prove so important.Glov-
er andStanning refer tohimas the third
member of the team and do not believe
that they could have achieved what
they have without him. “I am easily

motivated,” Glover said. “The best
thingwedid [whenHeather cameback]
was to never try and recreate our
Olympic success. We just said ‘let’s be
better at it’.
“Wetook three secondsoff the fastest

time anyone has ever done [in Amster-
dam], so why not take three more sec-
onds off? What Robin brings is that
self-belief.Hehasmorebelief inus than
anyone in the world. That is powerful.”
For proof that it is possible to drive

yourself to new heights, Glover and
Stanning need only to cast an eye
across to theNewZealandmen’s pair of
HamishBondandEricMurray,whoare
unbeaten for six years.
“It is such a compliment when any-

oneusesus in the samesentences as the
Kiwimen, but wewant to put ourselves
in that position,” Glover said. “When I
started I rowed with a fear of failure,
now it is more of a determination to
win.”
This was the toughest of Glover’s

three triumphant seasons. Stanning
struggled to regain race fitness after
returning late to the squad and
Williams was seriously ill for much of
the year.
No one would wish a repeat of those

circumstances on them, but overcom-
ing hurdles, whether real or manufac-
tured, will be key to their quest for a
second Olympic title.
“Where people can improve is how

they handle different situations,” Sir
David Tanner, the GB Rowing per-
formance director, said.
“It is about keeping it fresh and

keeping it lively every day. You have to
be ready for another boat to come in
and challenge. I expect the Kiwi pair
has the same attitude.”

Williams still
holds key for
all-conquering
British pair
Rowing
Alex Lowe

Williams is said to
be the defining
influence for Rio

After being injured formuchof the past
two years, Tom Croft has become the
forgotten man of English rugby but
having undertaken his first full
pre-season in seven years, the Leicester
flanker is sound of both body andmind.
Nowhe is keen to remind everyone just
what they have been missing.
Normally reticent to delve into his

chequered injury record, Croft is in a
relaxed mood as he discusses coming
back from twoeight-monthperiods out
of the game, first with a broken neck in
April 2012 and then a year ago with a
ruptured anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL). Uncomfortable reminders litter
the rugby landscape of just how lucky
he is still to be playing.
PatMcCabe, theAustralia centre, last

week retired aged 26 after breaking his
neck for a third time and just across the
room fromCroft atWelfordRoad,Matt
Hampson is interviewing Leicester
players for the match-day programme.
Hampsonwas in theyearaboveCroft at
Leicester when he was paralysed in a
scrummaging accident.
Croft came close to experiencing the

same fate when he suffered a triple
fracture of his C6 vertebra. It has given
him an appropriate perspective on the
meaning of real misfortune.
“Every rugby player knows that

rugby is a contact sport and there is
always a chance that you might get an
injury that will cause you to retire or
plenty worse,” Croft said. “Hambo is
over in the corner and it could be that
sort of thing.
“Guys like Hambo really do get you

through those dark times. The fact that
Hambo is who he is kind of makes it a
bit easier because youknow if theworst
does happen life still goes on and you
canmake themostof it.Onceyoubreak
your neck most things are fairly
insignificant in terms of breakages.”
Insignificant perhaps, but the

rupturedACL suffered in the first game
of last season kept him out for all bar 22
minutes of Leicester’s campaign as well
as the England tour to New Zealand.
That was agreed between Stuart
Lancaster, the England head coach,
Richard Cockerill, the Leicester
director of rugby, andCroft, although it
did not make it any easier.
“Youwant to be getting the glory and

fixing thingswhen you lose,” Croft said.
“It is just being out of the loop, which is
the hardest thing when you’re injured.”
Nonetheless it was the correct

decisionandone thatCockerill believes

he will profit from this season,
comparing his enforced absence to
New Zealand’s policy of granting
sabbaticals to their key players in
preparation for the 2015 World Cup.
“You take thepositives out of difficult

situations,” Cockerill said. “He had a
long-term injury and we have tried to
use it as the Kiwis do, as his sabbatical.
He’s been away from rugby, and that
freshens thebody.Hopefullywewill see
the benefit to that this season and then
leading into the World Cup.
“Tom is world class. He is a bit

different to other sixes with his aerial
ability at the lineout, his defence and
especially his speed around the field—
he can finish tries likewingers. It is how
youusehimand thebalanceof theback
row. If you have other grafters in the
back row, you canuseTom’s attributes.”
Anyone who witnessed Croft’s

performances for the Lions in 2013 and
2009will know exactly what hemeans.
Not that Croft would ever be seen to
dine out on past glories. He knows his
first task is simply to earn the Leicester
No6 shirt back from the impressive
Jamie Gibson before he can

contemplate dislodging TomWood for
the autumn internationals. That little
jamboree happening in England next
year is an irrelevance.
“It is not about the World Cup this

week, it is about playing well for your
club, playing well for your country in
the autumn and Six Nations and then
finishing off with your club,” Croft said.
“TheWorld Cup is not even an issue at
this stage.”
At 17st 3lb, the 28-year-old has found

his perfect fighting weight, which does
not impede his astonishing speed.
Psychologically, too, his past setbacks
have been compartmentalised. There
will be no self-preservation strategy
when the season begins against
Newcastle Falcons on Saturday.
“If you try to bring that into your

game and protect yourself then a) your
game is going to change and youmight
as well as not play and b) you are more
likely to injure yourself,” Croft said. “It
is one of those things that I accept I
have to look after myself now. I had a
quick chat with Cockers and he toldme
I am getting old now, which was a nice
boost on the first day of pre-season.”

Forgotten man Croft desperate
to put injury nightmare to bed
Leicester flanker back from broken neck and ruptured ligament

Rugby union
Daniel Schofield

Johnny Sexton, the Ireland fly half,
suffered a broken jaw while playing for
RacingMétro at theweekend and faces
a race against time to be fit for the
autumn internationals.
Sexton could be sidelined for two

monthsafter theheavyclashwithCraig
Burden, the Toulon hooker, early in
Saturday’s game. Burden was sent to
the sin-bin for the challenge but Sexton
kicked two conversions before being
replaced.
Ireland play South Africa in Dublin

on November 8, followed by matches
against Georgia and Australia. Paddy

Jackson, fromUlster,wouldbe themost
likely option for Joe Schmidt, the
Ireland head coach, if Sextonwas short
of fitness.
That Sexton has been sidelined

before the Guinness PRO12 season has
even begun will serve only to strength-
en Ireland’s desire to take him back to
Leinster, where he would fall under the
control of the national coaches.
Schmidt is concerned that Sexton is

beingoverworked inParis. Last year, he
played 13 matches in his first 12 weeks.
He has been offered a new four-year
contract but is expected to return to
Dublin in the summer.
Munster have signed Eusebio

Guiñazú, the Argentina hooker, on a
four-month deal while Mike Sherry
recovers from shoulder surgery. The
32-year-oldmoves to the Irish province
after two seasons with Bath.
Saracens have also bolstered their

depth at hooker by recruiting Phil
Thiel, the United States player, on a
short-term deal to provide cover while
Schalk Brits is on duty with South
Africa in the Rugby Championship.
Pat Phibbs, the Australian scrum

half, has returned to Exeter Chiefs on a
trial basis after Dave Lewis and Will
Chudley were injured before the club’s
opening Premiership opener against
London Welsh on Sunday.

AlexLowe

Chequered career

Highs
June 2009
Replaces the suspended Alan
Quinlan in the Lions squad to tour
South Africa. Scores two tries in the
first international and thrives.
March 2012
Scores arguably his finest try by
slicing through four French players
in England’s 24-22 victory in Paris.
June 2013
Starts in Lions’ 23-21 win in first
international against Australia.

Lows
October 2009
Fractures his shoulder against South
Africa — out for three months.
April 2012
Mistimes tackle and pushes his neck
into his chest. His neck is rebuilt
with a bone graft.
September 2013
Ruptures anterior cruciate ligament
against Worcester Warriors.

Speed king: Croft says he is concentrating on Leicester and winning his England place back and not on the World Cup

HENRYBROWNE/ACTION IMAGES

Sexton kicked two conversions after
the injury before leaving the field
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Hamilton out to mind
gap after bad Spa break
Motor racing Lewis Hamilton aims
to put the mayhem of Belgium
behind him for an all-out assault
on the Italian Grand Prix. After
the collision with Nico Rosberg,
his team-mate, at Spa, which led to
an apology from and punishment
for the German, Mercedes want to
regroup at Monza this weekend.
“To win [at Monza] is a really

special feeling,” Hamilton, who
trails Rosberg by 29 points in the
World Championship, said. “I had
that experience in 2012 and I
would love to do it again in 2014.
My aim for the weekend is to claw
back the gap in the drivers’
championship. It is as big as it has
been all season so I have got a lot
of work ahead of me.”

Cavendish and Kittel to
lock horns in Liverpool
Cycling Mark Cavendish and
Marcel Kittel, the world’s leading
sprinters, will race in the Friends
Life Tour of Britain that starts on
Sunday, race organisers have said.
The pair will line up in Liverpool
for the opening stage of the race,
which concludes in London a
week later. Kittel (Giant-Shimano)
won four Tour de France stages
compared with two for Cavendish
(Omega Pharma-QuickStep) in
2013, and also won the opening
stage of the 2014 race, from Leeds
to Harrogate, as his rival crashed.

Sinfield takes his leave
of international stage
Rugby league Kevin Sinfield, the
England captain, announced his
retirement from the international
game yesterday. The 33-year-old
Leeds Rhinos loose forward had
won 26 England and 14 Great
Britain caps, and appeared in the
past three World Cups. Sinfield,
who won the Challenge Cup with
Leeds at Wembley last month, said
that it was tough to quit before
this season’s Four Nations in
Australia and New Zealand, but
took the decision to prolong his
club career.

Vaidisova thinks again
after early retirement
Tennis Nicole Vaidisova, who
retired in 2010 aged only 20, is to
make a comeback, Olivier van
Lindonk, her agent, said yesterday.
Vaidisova, from the Czech
Republic, won six tournaments
and reached the semi-finals of the
French Open in 2006 and the
Australian Open in 2007. She has
received a wild-card entry for the
ITF tournament in Albuquerque
starting on September 15, Van
Lindonk told Sport, the Prague
daily. Vaidisova, 25, reached the
world No7 ranking in May 2007.

Williams getting that joyous New York feeling again

For someone chasing an 18th grand-
slam singles title, it would be natural to
assume that reaching thequarter-finals
here was not too much to write home
about.
Yet after her wretched year, Serena

Williams leapt around theArthurAshe
stadium in wild celebration of her 6-3,
6-3 win over Kaia Kanepi, of Estonia.
Dismal failures in Australia, Paris

andWimbledonhadmade the 32-year-
old American fear that, for only the
third year in her stellar career, she

would not reach the last eight of any of
the four leading events.
A solid performance from the world

No1 was characterised by a typically
strong service game. Williams dished
up six aces inwinning 12 straight points
on her serve at the start of the first set.
That set the tone and the result

ensured that Williams will play Flavia
Pennetta, theNo11 seed fromItaly,who
beat Casey Dellacqua, the No29 seed
from Australia, 7-5, 6-2.
“I never thought it would be so excit-

ing,”Williams said. “Yeah, it feels good.
Obviously I don’t want this to end, but

I’m just happy that I’m able to be
performing a little better at the
end of the year.
“I’m a perfectionist, I always

want to be the best, do the best.
I think I put a lot of pressure
on myself to do well,
particularly in the slams. I
have had a couple nagging
injuries that definitely
didn’t help. But other
than that it was just that.
Now I’m more relaxed.”

Pennetta, who reached the semi-
finals of theUSOpen last year, knows
that itwill be a tough task tousurp the
powerful Williams, who is chasing
her third consecutive crown at
Flushing Meadows.

“You cannot invent some-
thing,’’ Pennetta said. “I
mean, you justhave toplay
your tennis. Of course,
she’s better than me, but
if I still believe I can beat
her,maybe if she doesn’t
have a good day, I can
do that.’’

Steve Brenner

Djokovic delights in repelling
German with help from Becker
TheNovakDjokovicmachinemarches
on relentlessly at the USOpen, leaving
nothing but devastation in its wake.
Another dominant, powerful display

from the world No1 last night left Phil-
ipp Kohlschreiber gasping for air and
answers, the Serb triumphing 6-1, 7-5,
6-4 to ease into the quarter-finals.
To watch Djokovic ruthlessly swat

aside allcomers under the watchful eye
of Boris Becker, his coach, it is remark-
able to think thathewassupposedlyout
of touch on his arrival at Flushing
Meadows. He has yet to drop a set.
Djokovic’s recent performances in

Toronto and Cincinnati were
underwhelming for a player of his
quality, yet four matches in New York
have yielded four emphatic victories.
He was certainly given a workout in

stifling conditions, needing to show
some customary brilliance to save a set
point in the second set after he had
easily established an early lead against
the German, who grew into the match
but was mostly playing catch-up.
“It was very humid, [there were] a lot

of long rallies and it could have gone
eitherway, especially in the second set,”
said Djokovic, who has now reached
the quarter-final stage in 22 consecu-
tive grand-slam tournaments.
“I managed to win it, though, which

was crucial. I play with a lot of passion
and the love of the sport keeps me
going. Boris has been helping me
greatly. He is a legend of tennis.”
Djokovic, chasing an eighth grand-

slam title, made a flying start. In the
blink of an eye he was two breaks up
and firmly in control of a very one-
sided first set that eventually lasted
only 25 minutes. Any hope that the
German had of repeating his win over
Djokovic at the 2009 FrenchOpenwas
already diminishing fast.
Kohlschreiber was struggling to

return as Djokovic won 71 per cent of
points on his first serve, and 75per cent
on his second, with just three unforced
errors.
The 30-year-old dug in during a

second set that went with serve and, in
the tenthgame,Kohlschreiber earneda
chance to break. Djokovic snuffed out
the threat, taking advantage of his
opponent’s rush to the net to deliver
a trademark cross-court forehand
winner.
It was a brilliant moment and

inspiredDjokovic, having held tomake
it 5-5, to breakKohlschreiber in the 11th
game, andalthough theGerman forced
another break point in Djokovic’s next
service game, a superb serve out wide

and another brilliant winner helped
Djokovic to take the set 7-5 before he
breezed to victory in the third.
Roger Federer, who has also looked

dominant in reaching the fourth round,
was given a scare byMarcelGranollers,
the Spaniard winning the first set
before the rain came at just the right
time for the Swiss.
After a two-hour break, Federer

reappeared, at first to a near-empty
stadium and wasted no time in
progressing 4-6, 6-1, 6-1, 6-1. He
will next play Roberto Bautista Agut,
the No17 seed from Spain, who beat
Adrian Mannarino, of France, 7-5, 6-2,
6-3.
“My movement has been good for a

US Open
Steve Brenner New York

Winning mentality: Djokovic has to stretch for a forehand but eventually had all the answers against a durable opponent

JUSTIN LANE/EPA

Three to watch

Grigor Dimitrov v Gaël Monfils
An exciting match is in prospect
between two flamboyant
strokemakers who are capable of
lighting up the Arthur Ashe Stadium

Caroline Wozniacki v Sara Errani
Wozniacki won American hearts by
beating Maria Sharapova, but Errani,
a semi-finalist here two years ago, is
a terrific battler with a huge heart

Belinda Bencic v Peng Shuai
The 17-year-old Swiss, the youngest
quarter-finalist at Flushing Meadows
since Martina Hingis in 1997, can
make life tough for the Chinese

while now,” Federer, 33, said. “I think
especially now it’s been really excellent
the last three matches at the US Open.
“I feel very explosive, quick. The

co-ordination is there as well. I feel like
I’ve gotten used to the hard courts by
now. It’s really working well. I’m very
pleased.
“I’m happy I wake up every day and

I’m ready to go. I think when you keep
yourself in shape and train the right
way, that’s how you do it. Then actually
it’s not such a surprise for yourself.
“But I’m clearly happy about it

because it’s become a game of
movement. If you don’tmove verywell,
you can’t dig out a few shots. It’s just not
going to work.”

other

Williams has had injuries
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Sterling effort praised by team-mate and minder

It says much about the transitional
state of Roy Hodgson’s England squad
that JordanHenderson has emerged as
an unlikely leader. For all his on-field
qualities, the Liverpool midfielder has
always seemed a shy and retiring type
off the pitch, yet thrust himself into the
limelight yesterday to defend the
honour of Raheem Sterling.
Sterling was being quizzed about his

perceived dip in form during theWorld
Cup after an excellent performance
against Italy in theopeninggame,when
Henderson lost patience with the
inquisitor. The 24-year-old is not a
natural orator, so his decision to

intervene on behalf of his teenage
team-mate was as impressive as it was
unexpected. “I thought he didn’t have a
bad game,” Henderson interjected,
showing just a hint of frustration. “I
thought he done well, a 19-year-old
playing in theWorldCupon the biggest
stage. I thought he was our best player
in the first game against Italy. And
against Uruguay he tried to be positive
and take players on. In both games I
thought he was outstanding.”
Sterling’s assessmentwas less bullish,

although he is clearly capable of speak-
ing forhimself.Havingprovidedamore
compelling indication of his true talent
in Liverpool’s 3-0 win over Tottenham
Hotspur on Sunday, he has joined the
England squad on a high, but is still

willing to address his limitations.While
his importance to England’s future is
not in doubt, his best position is the
subject of somedebate andhe is keen to
continue his education as a No10.
“Toplay in that position you’ve got to

learn, massively, about game under-
standing,”Sterling said. “Toknowwhen
togive andgo, andwhennot todwell on
the ball as I was doing a lot last year.”
Shooting is his most obvious short-

coming, as Brendan Rodgers reminded
him after a weak sidefoot against
Tottenham. “He’s joked about it and
said it was like a baby’s shot,” Sterling
said.
Given such a managerial put-down

hemay requireHenderson’s services as
a minder after all.

Matt Hughes
Deputy Football Correspondent

Given keen to
make up for
lost time with
Ireland return

The past two years have not been the
most rewarding of Shay Given’s career,
and if he does not quite rue his decision
to retire from international football
after the 2012 European Champion-
ship, thenhehas come toappreciate the
worth of what he had.
After a desperate spell at Aston Villa

and a family break-up off the field, he is
now back in the Ireland fold and “buzz-
ing like I’ve never been away”.
At 38, Given is no longer a young

man, but he carries a sense of making
up for lost time. He has not played for
Villa in the Barclays Premier League
since August 2012 and is eager to move
elsewhere on loan, but Ireland’s second
most capped player after RobbieKeane
hasbeen liftedbyhis return to the inter-
national set-up. “It’s a great boost to be
here,” he said. “There’s no guarantees
I’m going to play, and there’s no
demands from me that I need to play.”
He has benefited from Roy Keane’s

presence atVilla Park as assistantman-
ager, but his call-up by Martin O’Neill
hasbeena lengthyprocess. “At the time,
retiring felt like the right thing to do,”
Given said. “Different things were
going on off the pitch. I had a lot of
things going on. I just felt it was the
right time to call it a day.
“Not from that minute onwards, but

maybe a year later, you’re thinking,
‘Could you still play for your country,
could you still do a job, could you still be
good enough to help the lads out or
help qualify?’ I didn’t want to look back

in tenyears and think I couldhavedone
another campaign.
“You don’t ever want to regret in life,

andmaybe I would have regretted that,
so it was nice to get the call. Therewere
no guarantees I was going to get called
up. Roy mentioned it to me in pre-
season and then I spoke to Martin a
couple of times. I just felt I still had
enough to offer to come back into the
fold.”
Given’s presence gives a different

dimension to an important week for
Ireland, which features a friendly
fixture against Oman tomorrow, and
then their first competitive match with
O’Neill andKeane at the helm, away to
Georgia, on Sunday. Given is likely to
play in the former.
“I was exceptionally lucky to play in

front of Peter Shilton at club level and
Pat Jennings [for Northern Ireland],
and Jennings played at the 1986World
Cup at 41,” O’Neill, the Ireland
manager, said. “Goalkeepers have the
tendency to keep going, but really it’s
about flexibility, whether you feel with-
in yourself that you’re capable,whether
you can rise every single morning and
this is still what you want to do.
“In the last year or so, Shay has had a

real battle on. He has been a first team
member for God knows how long and
been a really great player, but you can’t
live on that for ever.”

George Caulkin Dublin

Henderson calls
for England’s
young guns to
‘step up to plate’

It is no surprise to Jordan Henderson
that Wembley Stadium will be half-
empty tomorrow evening. The shock,
when it comes to the public response to
England’s short-lived World Cup
campaign this summer,was that he and
his team-mates returned home from
Brazil to pats on the back and sympa-
thetic shrugs.
Henderson did not expect that. Nor

did he particularly appreciate it. “I got
people comingup and sayingwe’d been
a little bit unlucky and played some
good stuff, which is hard to accept
because we had lost the first two games
and gone out of the competition— the
worst record for many years,” the mid-
fielder said before England’s low-key
return to action in a friendly against
Norway tomorrow evening.
“For us as players, we understand we

let everybody down — not only
ourselves but the fans who travelled
halfway around the world to go and
watch us. I didn’t really have anybody
come up to me and say anything bad,
which was surprising.”
That was the thing about England’s

meek departure from the World Cup.
The absence of anger, indignation and
scapegoating was welcome, but the
shrugs of resignation reflected aworry-
ing sense of apathy, as will a crowd in
the regionof 40,000 tomorrowevening
—England’s lowest sinceWembleywas
reopened in 2007.
The argument goes that a miserable

exit at the group stage, after losing their
first two games to Italy and Uruguay,
was about as good as England — this
mediocre England—could reasonably
expect. As his team look to launch their
Euro 2016 qualifying campaign away to
Switzerland on Monday, Henderson,
encouragingly, feels differently.
“As players, it should have been a lot

better. We should have done a lot
better,” he said. “There is no getting
away from that. With the players we
have got, we expect better. We have to
goout there and showpeoplehowgood
we are and how much we really care.”

Henderson was one of those players
who looked a little red around the eyes
when he emerged from the dressing
room after the 2-1 defeat byUruguay in
São Paulo that all but condemned
England to an early homecoming.
“I don’t think I’ll ever forget the

feeling after the game of sheer dis-
appointment,” he said. “You’ve given
everything in the game and you’ve
come away from the competition far
too early, and it’s hard to take. You keep
that painwith you. Stuff like that drives
you on to do better.”
How will England do that, though?

They have lost their two most experi-
enced players — Steven Gerrard and
Frank Lampard — to international
retirement and, for all the talk of a “new
era”, there remains a shortage of high-
class candidates to fill the void that has
been left over recent years by the losses

of Rio Ferdinand, John Terry, Ashley
Cole and others.
Put simply, though, Roy Hodgson

has to get more out of the players at his
disposal. He has to find a way to
optimise the talents of, for example,
Henderson, RaheemSterling andDan-
iel Sturridge, all of whomhave excelled
in recent times as part of a Liverpool
team that plays with the type of speed,
fluency and creativity that England —
bar a reasonably encouraging first 45
minutes against Italy in Manaus —
have not come close to replicating.
“I know there are a lot of Liverpool

players playing for England, but it’s not
the samemanager, not the same tactics.
It’s totally different,” Henderson said.
“There are different players in the team
and there’s a lot of it that’s different, so
I don’t think you can compare how
Liverpool play to how England play.
That’s up to the manager and the way
hewants to set out his teams toplay.We
have just got to buy into that and do as
we’re told.”

Hodgson needs to find away to liber-
ate England’s attacking players while
bringing more defensive stability than
the team had in Brazil. Themake-up of
the midfield, particularly the deploy-
ment of Henderson, will be fundamen-
tal to achieving this goal, with the like-
lihood that hewill be required to play in
a far more restrained role, probably
alongside Jack Wilshere, than he does
for Liverpool.

“It’s up to the younger players to step
up to the plate now,” Henderson, 24,
said. “I feel I’m starting to become one
of the older members of the squad.
With that comes more responsibility.”
In talking so honestly about

England’s failings in Brazil, Henderson
has taken the first step towards embrac-
ing that greater level of responsibility.
Actions, though, must speak far louder
than words.

Exclusive to members

Times Sport
Watch highlights of
England v Norway
via our new app

Download it at the App Store
or Google Play

World Cup failings drive European campaign

Oliver Kay
Chief Football Correspondent

Eye on the ball: Rooney has a key role to play in galvanising the younger players,
having been installed as captain after Gerrard’s retirement from England duty

MICHAEL ZEMANEK/BPI/REX

‘We have to show how
good we are and how
much we really care’

Speaking out: Henderson was quick
to defend the young Liverpool winger
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United break
£150m barrier
through loan
deal for Falcao
Continued from back page
put it at almost double that, which still
represented a significant drop from
Monaco’s initial £16million asking
price earlier in the summer.
Falcao arrived atManchester airport

by private jet shortly after 5.45pm last
night before being taken to United’s
Carrington training ground to undergo
a medical.
Nicknamed “El Tigre” — the Tiger

—Falcao,whoonly joinedMonaco in a
£52millionmove fromAtleticoMadrid
last year, has scored 200 goals in 305
career club appearances and was once
describedbyPepGuardiola, theBayern
Munich and former Barcelona coach,
as “the best penalty-box forward in the
world”.
Falcao’s goal threat aside, Van Gaal

believes that thearrival of theColombi-
anandDiMaríawill help to inject some
pace and dynamism into United’s team
as he bids to secure a place in the top
four. United’s failure to qualify for the
ChampionsLeague this seasonwill cost
the club £35million in lost revenue.
United have endured a miserable

start to the season, taking two points
from nine, and Van Gaal is understood
to be giving serious consideration to
abandoning his experiment with a
three-man defence and switching to
4-3-3,not leastbecauseof theclub’s fail-
ure to sign a world-class centre half.
With Rio Ferdinand and Nemanja

Vidic having left Old Trafford at the
end of last season, Van Gaal had origi-
nally prioritised a centre backwhile the
signing of the one defender that the
club did acquire, Marcos Rojo, remains
shrouded in red tape.
With Wayne Rooney having been

appointed captain by Van Gaal and
Robin van Persie — who was Holland
captain under Van Gaal — a favourite
of themanager, JuanMata is likely tobe
the player with most to lose from the
arrival of Falcao and Di María.
It has been a revolving door at Old

Trafford this summerandArsenalwere
still trying to push through a move for
Welbeck, the England striker, either
permanently or on loan last night.
However Tom Cleverley’s proposed
move to Aston Villa or Everton was
looking increasingly unlikely.

Woodward ushers in silly season

W
hat a difference a year
makes. Twelve
months ago, the final
hours of the transfer
window were an

embarrassment forManchesterUnited
as frantic late moves to sign Fábio
Coentrão and Ander Herrera left
Marouane Fellaini as their only
summer signing. This time it has been
all about the thrill of the chase: Luke
Shaw, Herrera, Marcos Rojo, Ángel di
María,DaleyBlindand finallyRadamel
Falcao.
It among the most extravagant out-

lays in the game’s history and it repre-
sents two very distinct and very differ-
ent phenomena. The first is the Glazer
family’s overdue realisation thatunder-
investment was no longer possible in
the post-Ferguson era. The second, less
welcome, is the extent of United’s
descent into the type of spending
patterns that Sir Alex Ferguson, not so
long ago, described as “kamikaze”.
In the space of 12 months, starting

with that ill-fated deal for Fellaini,
United’s transfer expenditure has
exceeded£200millionand, for all Louis
van Gaal’s talk of “philosophy”, it has
seemed as wild and extravagant as the
worst excesses of Chelsea under
Roman Abramovich or Manchester
City under Sheikh Mansour. Certainly
it will be a long time before anyone at
Old Trafford dares to accuse Chelsea,
City, Paris Saint-Germain or any other
nouveau riche club of inflating the
transfer market again.
So much of United’s business over

the past year or so seems to have been
moreabout thedesireofEdWoodward,
the executive vice-chairman, tomake a
statement than about creating or sus-
taining the kind of philosophy towhich
Van Gaal alludes. The £37.5million
signing of Juan Mata only seemed to
makesense ifWayneRooneywasonhis
way out, yet a fortnight later Rooney
was signinganewcontractworthapro-
jected£300,000aweek.The signingsof
Rojo, ShawandBlindmade sense in the
context of Van Gaal’s seemingly

unswerving dedication to a 3-4-1-2 for-
mation, but now, after a poor start, the
talk is of a switch to a flat back four.
Some of the talk within Old Trafford

of late is that, if United are back in the
Champions League next season, the
outlay will have proved more than
worthwhile. Yes, it is essential that
United force their way back into
Europe’s elite competition and yes,
their chances of doing so have
improved with just about each one of
those deals, but to add £200million
worth of talent to a title-winning squad
should have been a guarantee that just
about every weakness, short-term and
long-term, was addressed. That has not
been the case.
Much has been made of United’s

defensive deficiencies, particularly
since Rio Ferdinand, Nemanja Vidic
andPatriceEvradeparted this summer,
and the lack of steel and energy inmid-
field. There have also been growing
concerns about the lack of chemistry
between Mata, Rooney and Robin van

Persie in attack. Whether the way for-
ward under VanGaal is 3-4-1-2, 4-3-1-2,
4-2-3-1 or 4-3-3, it is not easy to discern
a consistency of vision in United’s
transfer policy, even in the fourmonths
since they sacked David Moyes.
Then there is the knock-on effect of

this outlay. United have always prided
themselves on developing their own
young players. Ferguson, while
bemoaning others’ tendency to “pay

stupid money and silly salaries”, spoke
two years ago of United’s dedication to
preserving a home-grown core within
the team and squad. Even if Tom
Cleverley and Danny Welbeck are
hardlyof the class ofDavidBeckhamor
Paul Scholes, it feels as if something
mighthavebeen lost in the rush to clear
the decks to make way for a vanity
signing or two.
When Ferguson spoke of other clubs

spending “stupid money”, he was talk-
ing about City’s deal to signs, among
others, Yaya Touré, David Silva and
Sergio Agüero. Now, suddenly, City,
Chelsea and others hear of the figures
that United are offering for Shaw, Di
María and Falcao and they leave them
alone to get on with their business. No
doubt they preferred the dayswhen the
Glazers were sucking United dry, but
not toomanyof this summer’sdealswill
cause sleepless nights at the Etihad
Stadium or at Stamford Bridge, where
they know very well that spending
wildly does not guarantee success.

Manchester United’s
extravagant spending
reflects how fast times
have changed for the
club,Oliver Kaywrites

Striking deal: United have brought Falcao back to England only weeks after he appeared for Monaco in the Emirates Cup

MICHAEL REGAN/ GETTY IMAGES
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HowUnited could line up (4-3-1-2)
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Facey charged after
match-fixing inquiry
Delroy Facey, who played ten
times for Bolton Wanderers in the
Premier League from 2002 to
2004, was charged with
conspiracy to commit bribery
yesterday after an investigation
into match-fixing. The 34-year-
old was originally arrested in
November 2013. The charges
relate to an investigation by the
National Crime Agency that
secured the convictions of Chann
Sankaran, Krishna Ganeshan and
Michael Boateng in June. They
paid footballers to influence the
outcome of matches so that
others could profit through
betting on the result.

Humes in at Colchester
Colchester United have promoted
Tony Humes, the head of their
academy, to first-team manager
after the departure of Joe Dunne.
The 48-year-old was a centre half
with Ipswich and Wrexham and
worked with the youth teams at
both before joining Colchester in
a similar capacity. Dunne parted
company with the club after a run
of four straight defeats in Sky Bet
League One left Colchester one
place off the bottom of the table.

Carlisle sack Kavanagh
Carlisle United sacked Graham
Kavanagh as manager yesterday
after 11 months in charge. The
club’s decision came after a 5-0
defeat away to Cambridge United
on Saturday. The 40-year-old
won only 13 of his 52 matches in
charge and Carlisle are 22nd in
Sky Bet League with two points
from five games. Paul Thirlwell,
the captain, and Tony Caig, the
goalkeeping coach, have taken
temporary charge of the team.

Wales await 3G signal
Uefa will decide today whether
the artificial pitch on which Wales
are scheduled to open their Euro
2016 qualifying campaign against
Andorra next week is fit to use.
The 3,300-capacity national
stadium in Andorra la Vella, the
capital, has a new 3G surface but
tests last month showed that the
ball rolled too fast on the pitch.
If the surface fails to meet
requirements, the qualifier could
be moved to neighbouring Spain.

Absence of ’Arry
underlines sense
of anticlimax that
early deals creates

I
f you are tempted to be
impressed that Alan Curbishley
must have risen at dawn to make
it into the studio for a guest
appearance at 6am yesterday,

reflect that he was probably awake
anyway. Such is the agitation that
Deadline Day stirs in the breast of
humankind — or certainly according
to Sky Sports News HQ.
The parallel routinely drawn is

Christmas, and the way Mike
Wedderburn and company talk it up
there aren’t many parents who
haven’t spent Deadline Eve going to
the bedsides of overexcited children
and saying: “If you don’t close your
eyes and go to sleep, the transfer
reindeer won’t come and Jelle Vossen
won’t be able to join Middlesbrough
on loan from Belgian side Genk.”
This time the longed-for

excitement could unfold in the
channel’s vast new technobarn, where
Deadline Day gets the glistening
command centre it always seemed to
be demanding. Here, finally, was a
nationwide military operation
warranting that new 12-screen Plasma
wall, hitherto mostly used to show us
what’s happening on other Sky Sports
channels, and therefore arguably the
world’s most expensive contents page.
The production happily roamed

those deskless acres yesterday, finding
a corner in which people were
dissecting the response on social
media, dropping in on a cosy, soft-
play area for broader discussions of
matters arising, and crossing the floor
to Aidan Magee “with the latest at the
pad”. “OK, that’s Manchester City
covered off,” Aidan said. Or, as we

used to say, in the days before
corporate blather became the norm,
“covered”.
As the newspaper that successfully

campaigned for the inclusion of Jim
White’s yellow tie alongside John
Motson’s sheepskin coat at the
National Football Museum in
Manchester, The Times was quietly
pleased to observe that this garment
is now uniform across the male sector
of the Deadline Day squad —
although could it be somehow sexist
that the women in the team aren’t
required to wear one also?
Either way, in future windows, in

order to distinguish himself, White,
who now sits in relation to Deadline
Day as Stanley Baxter used to sit in
relation to New Year’s Eve, may need
to step up to a yellow bandana, if only
for the final, Rambo-esque, all-
screaming, desk-climbing, 20 minutes
before Big Ben bongs and announces
that it’s all over for another, er, four
months.
The day’s real heroes, though,

continue to be elsewhere, outside the
training grounds — Gail Davis beside
the Armco at West Brom, Roger
Clarke in front of the fort-like picket
fencing at Southampton — dedicated
to sustaining the touching illusion
that deals are done here, rather than
in offices at stadiums, hotel rooms,
motorway service stations, private
medical clinics . . . almost anywhere
else, really.
From the luxury of the studio, the

anchors would blithely ask, “Much
activity, Keith?” with the ill-concealed
glee of Chris Morris taunting Peter
O’Hanraha-hanrahan, the haplessly
uninformed news correspondent on
The Day Today. But exclusion, in a
funny way, is the point. If the
reporters were allowed in — given a
cup of coffee and a dry corner in the
canteen — such drama as there is
would evaporate entirely.
Still, no sight more mournful

yesterday than that of a rain-

spattered Gary Cotterill at Queens
Park Rangers, looking back up a long
and winding road down which Harry
Redknapp, incredibly, simply would
not come.
Redemption took the form of

Radamel Falcao’s loan move to
Manchester United. Sky were quickly
on the trail, offering, as early as 10am,
“rumours of a plane due into
Manchester from Nice at around
5pm”. This seemed like exemplary
sleuthing. On the other hand, a quick
Google search turned up quite a few
such flights, and an equal number
temptingly going in the opposite
direction at the reasonable fare of £78,
albeit it with a connection in Munich.
It had been possible, in the run-up,

to detect some antipathy to Sky’s
telethon — a feeling around the place
that what started as a knowing satire

on hype is now weirdly itself another
layer of hype. “News of a deal that’s
off,” as BBC Radio Five Live’s snarky
trailer for its Deadline Day coverage
pointedly began.
When the spirit of the occasion was

under threat from cynics and, more
damagingly, the forces of organised
commercialism (by which I mean
clubs such as Manchester City and
Chelsea, who tidily do their main
business earlier, in the two months
conveniently available to everyone), it
needed someone big to make a
sentimental stand for the Deadline
Day of old: waiting until the last
moment to buy a player who may not
be the answer to any question that
the club are presently asking.
Good work, then, United. Thanks

to you (and Sky Sports News HQ),
there’s life in the occasion yet.

Giles Smith
Sport on
television

Ties that bind: on football’s day of comings and goings it was fitting that Sky’s
reporters donned the yellow neckwear made famous by transfer king Jim White

SKY SPORTS
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Desperate
Arsenal leave
it late before
Welbeck deal

The frustrating search to add firepower
led to desperation yesterday as Arsenal
finally settled on Danny Welbeck to
address their deficiencies as the trans-
fer window was closing.
Therewasapredictableexasperation

anda feelingof beingunderwhelmedas
Arsenal failed to find a desired target
man and resorted to agreeing a deal to
sign a second striker-cum-winger for
£16million, this time fromManchester
United, and a foreseeable frenzy at
Queens ParkRangers, where not every
one of many proposed deals came off.
For a third consecutive transfer

window, United appeared to panic in
their attempt to strengthen the squad
and paid an extravagant amount to
borrow Falcao, the striker, for a season,
while failing to solve their defensive
failings.
Top strikers costing a reasonable

price have proved elusive all summer
but Arsenal were forced to act after
Olivier Giroud suffered an injury that
will keephimout for a lengthy spell and
their shortcomings were glaringly
apparent during the 1-1 draw away to
Leicester City on Sunday.
Having disregarded Loïc Rémy until

it was too late to prevent the striker
moving to Chelsea, Arsenal were told
that Swansea City wanted more than
£20million forWilfried Bony.Welbeck
had previously looked destined to
move to Tottenham Hotspur after
being toldhe could leaveOldTrafford a
fortnight ago. He has appeared as a
substitute in two league matches and
started the 4-0 defeat by MK Dons in
the Capital Cup last week.
Welbeck scored nine league goals in

two of the past three seasons but just
one in the middle campaign. After
being praised for acting swiftly early in
the window, Arsène Wenger met with
anger from Arsenal supporters chant-
ing for him to reopen the chequebook
and sign a striker on Sunday.
Mathieu Flamini, the midfielder,

leapt to the defence of hismanager and
YayaSanogo, the young strikerwhohas
struggled to step up to the plate. “There
is a manager who takes the decisions
here andwhatever hedecideswill be on
his side,” Flamini said. “Sanogo is a
young player with a lot of qualities and
game after game he will get stronger
and better. If he’s part of this team, it’s
because he’s full of quality.”
QPR agreed a £6million fee to sign

Sandro, theBrazilmidfielder, fromTot-
tenham and had an offer accepted for
Fabio Borini but were struggling to
agree personal terms with the Liver-
pool striker. Sandro played under Har-
ry Redknapp, the QPR manager, at
White Hart Lane. “He was a fantastic
player for me,” Redknapp said.
Redknapp pulled out of a deal for

LassanaDiarra and the formerChelsea
midfielder was talking to West Ham

United. Borini had also disappointed
Gustavo Poyet, the Sunderland head
coach, who had consistently spoken in
optimistic terms about the Italian
returning to the Stadium of Light,
where he spent last season on loan.
Sebastián Coates, the Uruguay

defender, was the Liverpool player who
arrived on Wearside. The 23-year-old,
who signed on loan, had been a
personal target of Poyet, ahead of
MicahRichards, even thoughtherehad
been discussions withManchester City
about the England man heading to the
north east on a temporary basis.
Coates was joined at Sunderland by

Ricky Álvarez, the Argentina forward,
whose season-long loan from Inter
Milan is with a view to a permanent
£8.5million deal. Valentin Roberge left
on loan to Stade de Reims, while Mod-
iboDiakitéhadhis contract terminated
by mutual consent.
Álvarez, who was part of the Argen-

tina World Cup squad, was the club’s
ninth summer signing. “I’m very happy
to be here. It’s a great opportunity, a
great club and I’m looking forward to
playing inEngland andplayingmypart
for Sunderland,” Álvarez, said.
Newcastle United, who already

lacked options at centre half, allowed

News will disappoint fans who hoped for more

Gary Jacob, George Caulkin

Inside today

From Fellaini to Falcao:
what a difference a year
makes at Old Trafford
Oliver Kay, page 64

Mapou Yanga-Mbiwa to leave for
Roma, where the France defender will
spend the remainder of the campaign.
After a busy window, Hull City were

again active into the final hours with
Hatem Bem Arfa agreeing to leave
Newcastle, where he had fallen out of
favour, and Gastón Ramírez, the
Uruguay midfielder, joining from
Southampton.
Hull had earlier completed the sign-

ing of Abel Hernández, the Uruguay
striker who became their record trans-
fer, and Mohamed Diamé, the mid-
fielder who joined from West Ham for
£3.5million. Steve Bruce, the manager,
said that Hernández had already
showed a glimpse of his ability.
“Abel is a fantastic signing and

highlights just how far the club has
come in such a short space of time,”
Bruce said.
Richards flew to Italy to try to seal a

move on loan to Fiorentina fromMan-
chester City. The central defender had
offers from Premier League clubs but
his wages were problematic. City
allowed Álvaro Negredo and John
Guidetti, also a striker, to join Valencia
and Celtic respectively on loan.

DiMaria
Manchester United

£59.7m

Tale of the
summer sales
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Some 17 per cent of transfers in this
window cost at least £10 million, up from
12 per cent last summer

£5-9.9m £10-14.9m £15m
Loans Free £0-4.9m
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SIGNINGS

PERIODS WHEN
TRANSFERS
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Aug (before
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Last week
of window

Premier League
clubs have
continued a trend
of last summer by
securing more of
their acquisitions at
least a month
before the window
closed. About 60
per cent of their
signings were made
before the start of
August.

Clubs have been
much less willing
to look abroad in
adding to their
squads than last
season. Signings
from foreign
leagues are down
from 59 per cent
to 45 per cent,
with those from
the Premier
League up ten per
cent.
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remier League clubs were on course to
match their net spending of last summer
as the figure moved beyond £340 million
with the deadline approaching last night.
The splurge of last year was caused by a

dramatic rise in the value of broadcast rights for the
competition, which kicked in 12 months ago, and
clubs have continued to spend that extra cash in this
window. Manchester United invested by far the
largest amount in new signings as they sought
desperately to rebuild a squad that had
failed to reach this term’s Champions
League. Liverpool spent almost
£120m on new players but
recouped more than half of
that amount by selling Luis
Suárez to Barcelona for an
initial £65m
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CLUBS’ NET SPENDING (£m)

Manchester United recorded by far the
greatest net outlay on transfers this
summer, paying a net £111.7 million. They
were followed by Liverpool and Everton

Arsenal 7 -16.4 -6.4 33.7 25.85
Aston Villa -18 -20.5 15.85 14 1.65
Burnley -- -- -- -- 6.35
Chelsea 15.2 41.75 81.3 66 10.0
Crystal Palace -- -- -- 12.05 1.0
Everton 0.4 -12.5 -2.75 -8.1 33.0
Hull -- -- -- 13 20.35
Leicester -- -- -- -- 10.0
Liverpool -3.8 34.1 19 19.35 45.83
Man City 98.8 52.25 25.2 78.1 29.9
ManUtd 0.9 42.9 44 28 111.7
Newcastle 5.3 2.2 3 -0.35 23.0
QPR -- -- -- -- 13.0
Southampton -- -- 24 29.45 -45.4
Stoke 12.0 11.8 7.75 4.75 -1.6
Sunderland 0.5 6 11 1.75 9.5
Swansea -- 8.45 -5.75 20.83 7.8
Tottenham 16.25 13.5 -5.5 -6.4 3.95
West Brom 9.8 0.4 1 3.5 13.8
West Ham 4.7 -- 14.75 20.5 23.5
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KEEPING ACCOUNT

Nationalities of foreign players signed from abroad

PASSPORT CONTROL

Argentinian 12
French 7
Spanish 7
Chilean 3
Colombian 3
Ecuadorian 3
Senegalese 3
Serbian 3

Brazilian 2
Dutch 2
Greek 2
Italian 2
Algerian 1
American 1
Australian 1
Belgian 1

Bosnian 1
Cameroonian 1
Costa Rican 1
Croatian 1
Finnish 1
Gambian 1
German 1
Ivorian 1

Nigerian 1
Portuguese 1
Romanian 1
Slovakian 1
Swiss 1
Uruguayan 1

A World Cup in South America appears to have inspired Premier League to invest
in players from that continent. A total of 23 acquisitions, a dozen of whom are
Argentinians, hail from the region, compared with only ten last summer

TOP TEN TRANSFER FEES

Manchester United broke the British transfer record to sign
Ángel Di María for £59.7 million, which is £17.3m more than
Arsenal paid for Mesut Özil last summer
Ángel Di María Real Madrid to Man Utd £59.7m
Diego Costa Atlético Madrid to Chelsea £32m
Eliaquim Mangala Porto to Man City £32m
Alexis Sánchez Barcelona to Arsenal £30m
Ander Herrera Athletic Bilbao to Man Utd £28.9m
Romelu Lukaku Chelsea to Everton £28m
Luke Shaw Southampton to Man Utd £27m
Cesc Fàbregas Barcelona to Chelsea £26.6m
Adam Lallana Southampton to Liverpool £25m
Dejan Lovren, Southampton to Liverpool £20m
Lazar Markovic Benfica to Liverpool £20m

West Brom £9.8m (8th)
Newcastle £5.3m (10th)
Blackpool £5m (11th)

Net spending of newcomers

2010

£206.6m
Total net spending

Man City £98.8m
Tottenham £16.25m
Wolves £15.3m

Biggest net spenders

17
Number of
clubs who
spent more
than received

2011

Swansea £8.5m (6th)
Norwich £8m (8th)
QPR £6.3m (9th)

Net spending of newcomers

£139.3m
Total net spending

Man City £52.3m
Man Utd £42.9m
Chelsea £41.8m

Biggest net spenders

16
Number of
clubs who
spent more
than received

The three newly promoted clubs have not taken a huge risk
in terms of paying large amounts in the transfer market.
Burnley have been true to their promise not to place
themselves in financial peril through reckless spending

Cardiff £32.25m (4th)
Hull City £13m (13th)
C Palace £10.55m (14th)

Net spending of newcomers

£397.48m
Total net spending

Man City £78.1m

Chelsea £66m

Arsenal £33.7m

Biggest net spenders

Number of
clubs who
spent more
than received

2013

Southampton £24m (4th)
West Ham £13m (9th)
Reading £4m (12th)

Net spending of newcomers

£230.15m
Total net spending

Chelsea £81.3m

Man Utd £44m

Man City £25.2m

Biggest net spenders

Number of
clubs who
spent more
than received

2012

14

17

QPR 13.0 (10th)
Leicester 10.0 (joint 11th)
Burnley 6.35 (15th)

Net spending of newcomers

£343.18m
Total net spending

Man Utd £111.7m

Liverpool £45.825m

Everton £33.0m

Biggest net spenders

Number of
clubs who
spent more
than received

2014
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Nationalities of foreign players signed from abroad

Argentinian 12
French 7
Spanish 7
Chilean 3
Colombian 3
Ecuadorian 3
Senegalese 3
Serbian 3

A World Cup in South America appears to have inspired Premier League to invest 
in players from that continent. A total of 23 acquisitions, a dozen of whom are 
Argentinians, hail from the region, compared with only ten last summer

Cardiff 
Hull City
C Palace

Net spending of newcomers

£397.48m
Total net spending

2013

West Ham
Reading

QPR
Leicester
Burnley

Net spending of newcomers

£343.18m
Total net spending

2014

FANCY THAT

CHELSEA RISK
Jose Mourinho’s
defensive gamble
seems to have
gone almost
unnoticed. The
Chelsea manager
had yet to sign a
defender as last
night’s deadline
approached, yet he
has only five senior
players at the back:
John Terry, Gary
Cahill, Branislav
Ivanovic, César
Azpilicueta and
Filipe Luís. Should
two of those suffer
injury or suspen-
sion or require
resting – entirely
likely in a season
that includes a
Champions League
campaign –
Mourinho would
have to resort to
using his No 6
defender, Kurt
Zouma, a teenager
with no appear-
ances in English
football

KEEPING IT IN
THE FAMILY
In this transfer
window Michael
Dawson has moved
to Hull City, where
his brother Andy
used to play; Alex
Song has signed for
West Ham United,
where his cousin
Rigobert is a former
player; and Siem De
Jong has gone to
Newcastle United,
where his brother
Luuk played last
season

COLOUR-CODED
West Bromwich
Albion’s summer
signings have
included Brown
Ideye and
Sebastian Blanco
(“white” in Spanish)

Arsenal

Ins C Chambers (Southampton, £12m rising to £16m),
E Chatzitheodoridis (Mas Kallitheakos, undisc), M Debuchy
(Newcastle, £8m rising to £12m), H Keto (HJK Helsinki,
undisc), D Ospina (Nice, £2.8m), A Sánchez (Barcelona, £30m
rising by £3.8m), B Sheaf (West Ham, compensation)

Out Z Ansah (Charlton), C Aneke (Zulte Waregem),
N Bendtner (Wolfsburg), Johan Djourou (Hamburg, £2.6m),
T Eisfeld (Fulham, £800,000), L Fabianski (Swansea),
Z Fagan (Welling), B Sagna (Man City), L Siemann (Porto),
C Vela (Real Sociedad, £8.8m, rising by a further £4m),
T Vermaelen (Barcelona, £15m), D Boateng, Park Chu
Young (both released).

Loan B Afobe (MK Dons), C Jenkinson (West Ham), J Toral
(Brentford),Wellington (Almeria)

Aston Villa

In A Cissokho (Valencia, £2m), J Cole (West Ham),
T Leggett (Southampton, nominal), I Nehemie
(Southampton, nominal), K Richardson (Fulham, £600,000),
C Sánchez (Elche, £1.6m), P Senderos (Valencia)

Out M Albrighton (Leicester), J Bowery (Rotherham,
£500,000), S Carruthers (MK Dons, undisc), K El Ahmadi
(Feyenoord, undisc), N Delfouneso (Blackpool), A Grant,
A Stieber (both released)

Loan J Bennett (Brighton), J Donacien (Tranmere),
D Johnson (Chesterfield), G Gardner (Brighton), N Helenius
(Aalborg), A Luna (Hellas Verona), J Steer (Doncaster),
Y Sylla (Kayseri Erciyesspor), A Tonev (Celtic)

Burnley

In G Boyd (Hull, £3m), N Chalobah (Chelsea, loan), M Gilks
(Blackpool), L Jutkiewicz (Middlesbrough, £1.25m rising by
£1m), M Kightly (Stoke, £1m), S Reid (West Brom),
M Sordell (Bolton, £600,000), M Taylor (West Ham),
S Ward (Wolves, £500,000)

Out C Baird (West Brom), K Brownhill (Hyde), D Edgar
(Birmingham), M Evans (Southport), J Mills (Oldham),
J Stanislas (Bournemouth), A Coleman, L Conlan,
J Errington, L Gallagher, N Liversedge, A Love, B Stock,
K Treacy (all released)

Loan J Hall (Chester), L O’Neill (Scunthorpe)

Chelsea

In D Costa (Atletico Madrid, £32m), D Drogba (Galatasaray),
C Fàbregas (Barcelona, £26.6m rising to £29million), Filipe
Luís (Atletico Madrid, £15.8m), M Pasalic (Hadjuk Split,
£3m), L Rémy (QPR, £8m), J Quintero (Barcelona, undisc)

Out D Ba (Besiktas, £4.6m), B Clifford (Walsall, contract
terminated), A Cole (Roma), G Cole (Brighton), S Eto’o
(Everton), D Luiz (PSG, £40m), S Hutchinson (Sheffield
Wednesday), F Lampard (New York City), R Lukaku (Everton,
£28m), D Pappoe (Brighton), G Saville (Wolves, £1m), P van
Aanholt (Sunderland, £2m), M van Ginkel (AC Milan),
M Lalkovic, A Nditi, J Pírez (all released)

Loan C Atsu (Everton), P Bamford (Middlesbrough),
R Bertrand (Southampton), N Chalobah (Burnley), C Cuevas
(Universidad de Chile), G Kakuta (Rayo Vallecano), T Hazard
(Borussia Mönchengladbach), T Kalas (Cologne), M Marin
(Fiorentina), V Moses (Stoke), J McEachran (Vitesse
Arnhem), K Omeruo (Middlesbrough), M Pasalic (Elche),
Lucas Piazon (Eintracht Frankfurt), J Rodríguez (Bastia),
O Romeu (Stuttgart), J Swift (Rotherham), F Torres (AC
Milan, two years), B Traoré (Vitesse Arnhem),Wallace
(Vitesse Arnhem)

Crystal Palace

In F Campbell (Cardiff, £900,000), B Hangeland (Fulham),
M Kelly (Liverpool, £1.5m), C Kettings (Blackpool), W Zaha
(Man United, loan)

Out N Alexander (Hearts), J Campaña (Sampdoria, £1.4m),
K Dikgacoi (Cardiff), R Fitzsimons (Bolton), D Moxey
(Bolton), J Parr (Ipswich), A Wilbraham (Bristol City),
O Sow (Hearts), D Gabbidon, A Gordon, T King, D Moxey,
I Sekajja, Q Taylor, D Tieku (all released)

Loan K Appiah (Cambridge), S Dobbie (Fleetwood), J Hunt
(Nottingham Forest), A Wynter (Portsmouth)

Everton

In C Atsu (Chelsea, loan), G Barry (Man City, £2m), M Besic
(Ferencvaros, £3.5m), S Byrne (Man United), S Eto’o
(Chelsea), B Galloway (MK Dons, undisc), R Lukaku (Chelsea,
£28m)

Out S Duffy (Blackburn, £1.5m), M Gueye (Millwall),
M Springthorpe, I Touray, A Vellios (all released)

Loan H Hope (Sheffield Wednesday), M Kennedy
(Hibernian), J Lundstrum (Blackpool)

Hull City

In M Dawson (Tottenham, £5m), T Ince (Blackpool,
subject to compensation), A Hernández (Palermo,
£10m), J Livermore (Tottenham, £7m rising by £1m),
H Maguire (Sheffield United, £2.5m), A Robertson
(Dundee United, £2.85m), K Rossi (Stoke),
R Snodgrass (£6m rising by £1m)

Out J Barlow (Boston United), G Boyd
(Burnley, £3m), M Fryatt (Nottingham
Forest), C Henderson (Crawley), R Koren
(Melbourne City), S Long (Southampton, rising to
£12m), P McElroy (Sheffield Wednesday), N Proschwitz
(Brentford), C Stewart (Ipswich), J Armstrong,
D Chambers, N Doran, A Faye, M Fletcher, E Jakupovic,
E Kebbie, S O’Connor, D Wilson (all released)

Loan J Dudgeon (Barnsley), M Oxley (Hibernian),
C Townsend (Dundee United)

Leicester City

In M Albrighton (Aston Villa), J Barmby (Man Utd),
B Hamer (Charlton), E Cambiasso (Inter Milan), L Rowley
(Man United), L Ulloa (Brighton, £8m rising to £10m),
D Simpson (QPR, £2m), M Upson (Brighton)

Out N Danns (Bolton), B Frempah (Ross County), L Dyer
(Watford), G Taft (Burton), MWaghorn (Wigan),
Z Whitbread (Derby County), J Anton, R Paratore, S St
Ledger (all released)

Loan J Blyth (Burton), C Logan (Rochdale), P Gallagher
(Preston), R Watson (Northampton)

Liverpool

In M Balotelli (AC Milan, £16m), Emre Can (Bayer
Leverkusen, £10m), A Lallana (Southampton £25m),
D Lovren (Southampton, £20m), R Lambert (Southampton,
£4m), J Manquillo (Atletico Madrid, two-year loan),
L Markovic (Benfica £20m), A Moreno (Seville, £12m),
D Origi (Lille, £9.8m), K Stewart (Tottenham, undisc),
L Vigouroux (Tottenham, undisc)

Out D Agger (Brondby, nominal), C Coady (Huddersfield,
£375,000), M Kelly (Crystal Palace, £1.5m), A Hodzic
(Dynamo Zabreb), N Ngoo (Kilmarnock), K Peterson (Utrecht,
undisc), P Reina (Bayern Munich, £2m), J RobInon (QPR,
£1m), L Suárez (Barcelona, £65m rising to £75m), J Sokolik
(Yeovil), V Bijev (Slavia Sofia), Y Baio, Y Mersin, C Roddan,
S Sama (all released)

Loan L Alberto (Malaga), I Aspas (Seville), S Coates
(Sunderland), J Ibe (Derby County), T Ilori (Bordeaux),
D Origi (Lille), B Smith (Swindon), J C Teixeira (Brighton),
A Wisdom (West Brom)

Manchester City

In W Caballero (Malaga, £4.4m rising to £6m), Fernando
(Porto, £12m), F Lampard (New York City, loan), E Mangala
(Porto, £32m), B Sagna (Arsenal), B Zuculini (Racing Club,
£2.5m)

Out G Barry (Everton, £2m), J García (Zenit St Petersburg,
£12m rising to £12.8m), A Henshall (Ipswich), J Lescott
(West Brom), C Pantilimon (Sunderland), J Rodwell
(Sunderland, up to £7m), R Wabara (Doncaster), T Agyiri,
K Kennedy, G Swan, A Tchuimeni-Nimely (all released)

Loan L Alberto (Malaga), D Cole (Barnsley), J Denayer
(Celtic), A Drury (St Mirren), E Huws (Wigan), G Leigh
(Crewe), M Lopes (Lille), E Plummer (St Mirren), K Rekik
(PSV Eindhoven), A Rusnak (SC Cambuur), B Zuculini
(Valencia)

Manchester United

In Á Di María (Real Madrid, £59.7m), R Falcao (Monaco,
loan), A Herrera (Athletic Bilbao, £28.9m), V Milinkovic
(Vojovdina, undisc), M Rojo (Sporting Lisbon, £16m rising to
£16.8m, subject to work permit), L Shaw (Southampton, £27m
rising to £28m)

Out J Barmby (Leicester), Bebé (Benfica, £2.4m), A Büttner
(Dynamo Moscow, £4.4m rising to £5.6m), S Byrne (Everton),
C Ekangamene (Zulte Waregem, nominal), P Evra (Juventus,
£1.2m), R Ferdinand (QPR), R Giggs (retired), S Kagawa
(Borussia Dortmund, £6.3m), F Macheda (Cardiff), L Rowley
(Leicester), N Vidic (Inter Milan), J Rudge (released)

Loan A Henriquez (Dynamo Zagreb), J Hernández (Real
Madrid), V Milinkovic (Vojovdina), Nani (Sporting Lisbon),
W Zaha (Crystal Palace)

Newcastle United

In R Cabella (Montpellier, £7m), J Colback (Sunderland),
S de Jong (Ajax, £6m), F Ferreyra (Shakhtar Donetsk, loan),
D Janmaat (Feyenoord, £5.2m), J Lascelles and K Darlow
(Nottingham Forest, combined £7 million), A Pérez (Tenerife,
£1.5m), E Rivière (Monaco, £4.8m)

Out R Amalfitano (Dijon), S Ameobi (Gaziantepspor),
M Debuchy (Arsenal, £8m rising to £12m), D Gosling
(Bournemouth), S Logan (Annan Athletic), J Mitchell
(Derby), C Newton (Rotherham), J Tavernier (Wigan,
£500,000), B Miele, M Richardson (all released)

Loan A Campbell (Fleetwood), J Lascelles and K Darlow
(Nottingham Forest), S Marveaux (Guingamp)

Queens Park Rangers

In S Caulker (Cardiff, £8m), L Fer (Norwich, £7m),
R Ferdinand (Man Utd), M Isla (Juventus, loan),
A McCarthy (Reading, £3m), J Mutch (Cardiff, £6m),
J Robinson (Liverpool, £1m), E Vargas (Napoli, loan)

Out Y Benayoun (Maccabi Haifa), D Carreiro (Dundee),
E Granero (Real Sociedad, undisc), A Hughes (Brighton),
T Hitchcock (MK Dons), Júlio César (Benfica), G O’Neil
(Norwich), L Rémy (Chelsea, £8m), D Simpson (Leicester,

£2m), M Shariff (Bradford), A Balanta, H Ephraim,
A Johnson, S Mbia, L Young (all released)

Loan S Diakite (Al-Ittihad), J Lumley (Accrington),
J Robinson (Huddersfield)

Southampton

In R Bertrand (Chelsea, loan), D Tadic (Twente, £10.9m),
F Forster (Celtic, £10m), F Gardos (Steaua Bucharest, £6m),
S Long (Hull, rising to £12m), G Pellè (Feyenoord, £6.5m),
S Taider (Inter Milan, loan)

Out L Barnard (Southend), C Chambers (Arsenal, £12m
rising to £16m), J Forte (Oldham Athletic), D Fox
(Nottingham Forest), A Lallana (Liverpool, £25m), R Lambert
(Liverpool, £4m), T Leggett (Aston Villa, nominal),
I Nehemie (Aston Villa, nominal), D Lovren (Liverpool,
£20m), A Robinson (Bolton Wanderers),W Sharp (Leeds
United, £600,000), L Shaw (Manchester United, £27m rising to
£31m), S Taider (Inter Milan, loan cancelled), M Young
(Sheffield Wednesday), J Curtis, G Do Prado (both released)

Loan D Osvaldo (Inter Milan), J Sinclair (Hibernian),
J Turnbull (Swindon)

Stoke City

In P Bardsley (Sunderland), M B Diouf (Hanover), B Krkic
(Barcelona, £1m), V Moses (Chelsea, loan), S Sidwell
(Fulham), D Teixeira (Dukla Banska Bystrica, £400,000)

Out K Gómez-Nieto (Helmond), C Jerome (Norwich, £1.5m),
J Keane (Alfreton), M Kightly (Burnley, £1.5m), K Rossi
(Hull), E Sanders (Sheffield Wednesday), J Agudelo,
L Dawson, M Etherington, B Heneghan, J Richardson (all
released)

Loan J Alabi (Accrington), J Ness (Crewe), R Shotton
(Derby)

Sunderland

In R Alvarez (Inter Milan, loan), W Buckley (Brighton,
£2.5m), S Coates (Liverpool, loan), B Jones (West Brom),
J Gómez (Wigan), C Pantilimon (Man City), J Rodwell (Man
City, £7m), P van Aanholt (Chelsea, £2m), S Vergini
(Estudiantes, loan)

Out P Bardsley (Stoke), J Colback (Newcastle), C Cuéllar
(Norwich), J Egan (Gillingham), C Gardner (West Brom),
B Knott (Bradford), L Laing (Nottingham Forest), I Scocco
(Newell’s Old Boys, £2m), K Westwood (Sheffield
Wednesday), O Ustari (Newell’s Old Boys), D Vaughan
(Nottingham Forest), M Diakite, A Dossena, J Laidler,
A Rodriguez Gorrin, J Watson (all released)

Loan El-Hadji Ba (Bastia), S Harrison (Hartlepool),
J Pickford (Bradford), V Roberge (Rheims)

Swansea City

In M Barrow (Ostersunds FK, undisc), J Canas (Espanyol),
J Demetriou (Nottingham Forest), M Emnes (Middlesbrough,
£1.5m), L Fabianski (Arsenal), F Fernández (Napoli, £8m),
B Gomis (Lyons), S Kingsley (Falkirk, £1m), A Maric (GAIS),
J Montero (Morelia, £4m), G Sigurdsson (Tottenham, £10m)

Out
T Atyeo (Aberystwyth), B Davies (Tottenham, £10m),
G Edwards (Crawley, undisc), P Hernández (Al-Arabi,
undisc), C Flores (Lekhwiya, £4m), L Lita (Barnsley),
D Ngog (Rheims), A Pozuelo (Rayo Vallecano, undisc),
M Vorm (Tottenham, £3.5m), J Meade, D Situ-Buyente
(both released)

Loan D Alfei (Northampton), Michu (Napoli)

Tottenham Hotspur

In B Davies (Swansea, £10m), E Dier (Sporting Lisbon, £4m),
F Fazio (Seville, £8m), M Vorm (Swansea, £3.5m), D Yedlin
(Seattle Sounders, £2.4m)

Out S Coulibaly (Bari, undisc), M Dawson (Hull, £5m),
I Falque (Genoa, £4m), G Gallifuoco (Swansea), H Gomes
(Watford), C Lancaster (Stevenage), J Livermore (Hull, £7m
rising by £1m), D McQueen (Ipswich), J Obika (Swindon,
undisc), G Sigurdsson (Swansea, £10m), B Stambouli
(Montpellier, £4.7m), K Stewart (Liverpool), L Vigouroux
(Liverpool, undisc), G Gallifuoco, C Lancaster, R Michael-
Percil, J Miles (all released)

Loan J Archer (Northampton), S Coulthirst (Southend),
R Fredericks (Middlesbrough), T Gomelt (Bari), G Hall
(Birmingham), L Holtby (Hamburg), K McEvoy
(Peterborough), A Pritchard (Brentford), D Yedlin (Seattle
Sounders)

West Bromwich Albion

In C Baird (Burnley), S Blanco (Metalist Kharkiv, undisc),
J Davidson (Heracles Almelo, £1m), C Gamboa (Rosenborg,
£1.8m, subject to work permit), C Gardner (Sunderland),
B Ideye (Dynamo Kiev, £10m), J Lescott (Man City),
S Pocognoli (Hanover, undisc), G Samaras (Celtic), S Varela
(Porto, loan), A Wisdom (Liverpool, loan)

Out B Jones (Sunderland), S Reid (Burnley), C Gayle
(Shrewsbury), L Ridgewell (Portland Timbers), G Thorne
(Derby, £2.7m), S Allan, N Anelka, Z Gera, D Lugano (all
released)

Loan D Daniels (Blackpool)

West Ham United

In A Cresswell (Ipswich, £2m rising to £3.75m), C Kouyaté
(Anderlecht, £6.5m), D Poyet (Charlton, subject to
compensation), C Jenkinson (Arsenal, loan), D Sakho (Metz,
£3m), A Song (Barcelona), loan), E Valencia (Pachuca, £12m),
M Zárate (Velez Sarsfield)

Out
J Cole (Aston Villa), A Diarra (contract terminated),
R Girdlestone (Chelmsford), S Henderson (Charlton,
contract terminated), B Sheaf (Arsenal, compensation),
J Spence (MK Dons), M Taylor (Burnley), J Collison,
C Driver, G McCartney (all released)

Loan R Spiegel (Crawley), M Maïga (Metz), G Moncur
(Colchester)

Diego Costa
Atletico Madrid to
Chelsea, £32m
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P I G S T Y S U G G E S T
O R H A P R P U
L I A N A B A R B A R I A N
E N M S E P C I
M O U S E H O L E H O U R S
I L S L I R
C R E W O V E R S T R E S S
A S E O E P
L I G H T E R M A N O P A L

E R D W R A
P A N D A F A R R A G O E S
A T I A A S S H
S L E I G H I N G H I P P O
C E H R E U E U
H E L O T R Y S P I R I T

1 Defensive arrangement of royal
assistant overheard (8)

5 Pressure shown by a short
graduated measure? (6)

8 Cuts, no end ofWhitehall
procedures (3)

9 Holiday queues not new, leading to
blows (10)

10 Whole numbers of irregular
regiments losing heart (8)

11 Couple regretted leaving university
in rows (6)

12 Queue’s said to follow this series at
peaks (4)

14 Bags of empty instruments (10)
17 Stand in Tube jostling with Tutsis

(10)
20 Stick end of leg forward in a

toboggan (4)
23 Near retracted cattle pens time and

again (4,2)
24 Pass on what could be heard as

Indian region scandal (8)
25 Master baker, temporarily

unavailable is avoiding work (7,3)
26 I alter this for a trusted friend (3)
27 Son quits game (6)
28Mark, rising oarsman, staying

behind at university (8)

1 Spendthrifts favouring lodgings
around a lake (9)

2 Mountainous country’s very boring
hotel refurbished (7)

3 Taunting of a batsman leads to
square leg boundary! (6)

4 Go AWOL? Sailor’s upset soldier
(6,3)

5 Extremely strict girl cracks joke (7)
6 Sign of cold French winter featured
in carol? (9)

7 Are suet crumbles luxurious? No,
the opposite! (7)

13 Pennsylvania meaning to introduce
races. Moped, for one, is in it (4,5)

15 Having difficulty finding place for
bird’s nest? (2,3,4)

16 Woman and daughter break into
shop— one lifts loads (9)

18 Blue ground covering marine area
fit for operation (7)

19 Man that is first for solo piano parts
(7)

21 Lose one’s grip on holiday journey
(5,2)

22 Note charges up and consider it
acceptable (3,3)

Sport
thetimes.co.uk/sport

british press awards — sports team of the year

The Times: Best for rugby
Read Chief Rugby Correspondent Owen
Slot’s brilliant column every Tuesday

Plus watch Premiership highlights this
season on your phone, tablet and PC
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y(7HB7E2*OTSMMQ( +%!.

Buying The Times: Austria€4.80; Belgium €4.00; Bulgaria
BGN7.50Cyprus €4.00;NorthCyprusYTL8.00;DenmarkDKK
30.00;France €4.00;Germany €4.00;Gibraltar £2.00;Greece
€4.00; Italy €4.00; Luxembourg €4.00;Malta €4.00;Morocco
MAD 36.00; Netherlands €4.00; Norway NOK 42.00; Oman
OMR 1.50; Portugal €4.00; Spain €4.00; Sweden SEK 35.00;
Switzerland CHF 6.80; Turkey TL6.50; UAE AED11

Tuesday September 2 2014 | the times

Manchester United took their summer
spending past £150million last night
after signing Radamel Falcao, the
prolific Monaco striker, in one of the
most expensive season-long loan deals
in history.
On a dramatic final day of the trans-

fer window, Falcao became the sixth
significant arrival of a chaotic summer
at Old Trafford after Manchester City
turned down the chance to sign the
Colombian when they were told that it
would cost £29million to fund the deal.
United, whose huge financial splurge

underlines their desperation to avoid a
second successive season out of the
Champions League, have the option of
signing the 28-year-old permanently
for €55million (about £43.5million)
next summer.
Theclubalso formally confirmed last

night the £14million signing of Daley
Blind, the versatile Holland player,
from Ajax on a four-year contract with
the option of a further year.
Falcao’s arrival sealed the departure

of JavierHernández, theMexico striker
who joined Real Madrid on a season-
long loan, and Arsenal were locked in
talks late last night over a potential deal
for Danny Welbeck, another United
forward deemed surplus to require-
ments during a summer of wholesale
changeatOldTraffordunderLouis van
Gaal.
City had been informed that they

would have to pay an £11million loan
fee to Monaco in addition to meeting
Falcao’s £18million-a-year wages —
the equivalent of £346,000 a week —
althoughsenior figuresatUnited insist-
ed that they had signed the player for
substantially less than those terms.
United are thought to be paying

Falcao closer to £12 million a year in
wages, which would give him parity
with Robin van Persie and Ángel Di
María, their British record £59.7million
signing from Real, but fall short of

Wayne Rooney’s £300,000-a-week
salary. Having only recently returned
to action after suffering a torn left ante-
rior cruciate ligament in January that
ruledhimoutof theWorldCup finals in

Brazil and acknowledging that the UK
does not benefit from the same tax
exemptions as Monaco, Falcao is
believed to have accepted that a drop in
wages was inevitable to facilitate a

transfer. There was less clarity over the
size of the loan fee. Sources at United
claimed that it was around £6million,
although other figures close to the deal
Continued on page 60

United break the £150m barrier
James Ducker
Northern Football Correspondent

Done deal: Falcao arrives at the Carrington training complex yesterday to finalise his loan move from Monaco. United have an option to buy the striker next summer
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