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IN THE NEWS

Mohammed el-Araj, left, and Abu Hujama al-Britani, right, both from London, died fighting with al-Qaeda-linked rebels in Syria

DozensofBritish jihadistshavebecome
so disillusioned with fighting in Syria
that they have contacted the UK
begging to come home.
One jihadist, claiming to represent

30 Britons, approached an inter-
mediary to complain of growing de-
spondency among the men in his
group. They had gone to fight against
President Assad’s regime but were in-
stead engaged primarily in fierce com-
bat with rival rebel groups, he said.
The man, who cannot be named,

contacted researchers from the Inter-
national Centre for Study of Radicali-
sation and Political Violence (ICSR) at
King’s College London in the past two

weeks. He effectively sought amnesty,
saying that thegroup feared longprison
terms butwould bewilling to enrol on a
deradicalisation programme and sub-
mit to surveillance.
The militants are from a group affili-

ated with Islamic State, the terrorist
network that beheaded two American
journalists and is threatening to
murder the British aid worker David
Haines.
It is thought to be the first time that

British fighters in Syria or Iraq have
displayed any sign of wavering in their
support for the brutal terrorist group
Isis and its affiliates.
More than 500 British citizens are

believed to have travelled to the region
since 2011, with most joining Isis,
raising fears that they will return radi-
calised and trained to carry out terror-
ist attacks in the UK.
The British man told researchers:

“We came to fight the regime and
insteadweare involved ingangwarfare.
It’s not what we came for but if we go
back [to Britain] we will go to jail.
“Right now we are being forced to

fight — what option do we have?”
Shiraz Maher, who runs a research

unit at ICSR that is in intermittent
contact with about 50 British jihadists,

said that the man regretted being
involved in the conflict.
The man said that he was among a

group of fighters, most of them in their
early twenties, “a good chunkofwhom”
were depressed and disillusioned, Mr
Maher added.
One concern voiced by a number of

jihadists in postings on social media
was that if they died fighting other
rebels or jihadist groups theymight not

qualify for martyrdom and its benefits
in paradise.
About20Britonsarebelieved tohave

beenkilled in thecivilwar inSyria.Nine
are known to have died in battles with
Assad regime forces, but another six
have been killed fighting against rival
Sunni Muslim rebel groups, including
NusraFront, theal-Qaedaaffiliate.The
cause of the other deaths is unclear.
About 260 Britons are believed to

have returned from Syria with 40 of
those awaiting trial.
Drawing on analysis of previous

conflicts, Peter Neumann, the director
of ICSR, said he believed that as many
as 20 per cent of British jihadists could
be trying to find a way out.
When researchers at ICSR asked

whether the disillusioned men would
be prepared to undergo mandatory
Continued on page 8, col 1

North Sea
fracking ‘will
earn £300bn
for Scotland’
Lindsay McIntosh Scottish Political
Editor & Peter Jones

Fracking in theNorth Sea could gener-
ate £300 billion in tax revenues,
according to a report backed by Alex
Salmond.
The Scottish first minister used the

claims tomake a last-ditch effort towin
the argument over the value of oil in an
independent Scotland.
If estimated offshore reserves were

proven and tapped, they would “propel
Scotland towards the top of the global
league table in terms of oil and gas
production”, the report claimed.
The conclusion was attacked as pure

guesswork by a leading energy
academic and described as “a huge if”
by the one independent oil company
that is hoping to explore the resource’s
potential.
However, itwaswelcomedbynation-

alists, who are desperate to convince
Scots that they could balance the books
with the support of oil if they break
away from the UK.
Their case suffered a blow lastmonth

when Sir Ian Wood, the pre-eminent
energy tycoon, said that Yes campaign-
ers were overestimating reserves and
revenues, and the economic case point-
ed towards remaining in the Union.
Fergus Ewing, the Scottish energy

minister, said yesterday: “This new
report shows the strong possibilities in
offshore unconventional and hard-to-
reach oil and gas, and shows that when
combined with existing reserves
Scotland could have almost double the
oil and gas reserves we previously
thought.
“We welcome the report and are

interested in exploring the huge
potential benefits for the industry and
the country that it represents.”
The report was produced by N-56, a

business group that aims to find new
economic strategies to boost the Scot-
tish economy. It was founded by Dan
MacDonald, a property developer who
is on the board of the Yes Scotland
campaign.
It contends that fracking technology

now being used widely in the US to
extract oil from unconventional shale
source rocks could be deployed in the
North Sea and yield up to 21 billion
barrels of oil. This would be in addition
Continued on page 2, col 3

Tom Coghlan Foreign Correspondent

Nato allies must not
pay ransoms to Isis
Leading article, page 20
News special, pages 6-10

Let us come home, say
young British jihadists
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e-class

I feel responsible
for saving Union,
admits Miliband
Lindsay McIntosh
Scottish Political Editor
Hamish Macdonell

Ed Miliband admitted yesterday that
he was feeling the weight of responsi-
bility for saving the Union as he pre-
pared to launch the final phase of his
campaign to stop Labour supporters
voting for Scottish independence.
The SNP has succeeded in attracting

30 per cent of Labour voters to its cause
and Mr Miliband travelled north
yesterday determined to stop further
defections. He revealed that there
would be visits next week from the
party’s “big beasts”, including Ed Balls
and John Prescott, culminating in a
rally he will lead with Gordon Brown.
However, his pitchwas spoiled by the

National Union of Rail, Maritime and
Transport Workers (RMT), which
chose that day to announce that it was
backing independence. The RMT was
expelled from Labour a decade ago but
Nicola Sturgeon described its decision,
which was reached after a ballot of
members in Scotland narrowly favour-
ed separation, as a “humiliation” forMr
Miliband. She said it “demolished his
claims to be the authentic voice of
working class, Labour-minded voters
across Scotland”.
A spokesman for RMT said it would

now be up to the union executive to
decide whether money should be given
to Yes Scotland and whether members
would be advised to follow the union’s
official position and vote “yes”.
The statement came hours after Mr

Milibandhad stood in aminers’ welfare
club in Blantyre, South Lanarkshire,
and urged undecided Scots to stay true
to the traditions of “the heroes of Scot-

land”, such as the Labour founder Keir
Hardie, and vote “no” on September 18.
He also attacked the Tories, his part-
ners in the Better Together campaign,
in the hope of neutralising Alex Sal-
mond’s argument that a vote for the
Union was a vote for a Conservative
government.
He said: “If you care about social jus-

tice, then you care about the poor, you
care about the disabled, care about the
vulnerable in every part of the UK.”
Hewas scathingabout theSNP’s left-

wing credentials, saying that the party’s
plan to cut corporation tax was “the
only redistributive policy” for an inde-
pendent Scotland.
Alex Salmond has been courting

Labour voters by warning that staying
in theUnionwould jeopardise theScot-
tish NHS and claiming that an inde-
pendent Scotland would be a fairer
place. Mr Miliband said yesterday that
the party had made a strategic error
“because we are better for social
justice” and the nationalists would be
“found wanting”.
His visit marked a fortnight to go

until the referendum, and he told jour-
nalists that it was “a very, very impor-
tantmoment in this campaign”.Hesaid:
“All of us feel a huge sense of responsi-
bility because it’s incredibly important
for the United Kingdom and the future
of our country and, I believe, social
justice in Scotland.”
Alex Salmond attacked Mr Mili-

band’s intervention. The first minister
said: “Perhaps if he could get out of his
party political mode, he would under-
standmore of what is happening in the
grassroots of Scotland because the
ground is shifting from under his feet.”
John Scarlett, page 18

Greg Hurst Education Editor

Experts questioned the wisdom yester-
day of plans being considered by the
Conservatives to force all schools to
teach children separately in ability
groups or classes.
Evidence on the benefits of dividing

pupils into “sets” is inconclusive but
educationists said that such classroom
practice should be left to teachers.
Controversy over compulsory set-

ting threatened to damage efforts by
Nicky Morgan, the education secre-
tary, to be seen to listen to the teaching
profession.
She was appointed in July after polls

showed Michael Gove was a “toxic”
figure, especially with public sector
workers in marginal seats.
Ms Morgan distanced herself from

plans for compulsory setting but the

Yes vote would
betray fallen
comrades, says
Bismarck hero
Mike Wade

The pilot who sank the Bismarck
believes that a “yes” vote in Scotland’s
independence referendum would be a
betrayal of his fallen comrades.
John Moffat, 95, was among 100

veterans who attended a rally in Perth
to support the Union and hear Ruth
Davidson, the Scottish Conservative
leader, attack the “vandalism” of SNP
defence plans.
“Pals of mine who didn’t make it, I

have a feeling that if I hadgone to a ‘yes’
vote I would have betrayed them,” said
MrMoffat, who has already voted “no”
in the postal ballot.
MrMoffat was 22 and a pilot for only

a year when he flew his Fairey
Swordfish off the deck of Ark Royal on
May 26, 1941, to release the fatal torpe-
do. Mr Moffat said that he and his
comrades had rejoiced in the sinking,
but had been distressed by the loss of
2,000 lives aboard the German battle-
ship.
He hoped that 21st century defence

spending on hardware such as new
aircraft carriers would be used to “go to
the rescue of countries that are
struggling”.
MrMoffat’s viewswereechoedbyMs

Davidson,whohighlighted thehuman-
itarian work of British forces.
She said: “Is it really the case that, on

this small island, one which has pro-
tected itself so well for centuries, that
we are now to divide up our ships, our
jets, our troops and our intelligence ex-
pertise — all just so Alex Salmond can
inspect the troops?
“I cannot and will not stand silent

while the reputation of our armed
forces, built up for generations, across
our national borders, is subject to this
kind of nationalist vandalism.”

Experts cast doubt on £300bn fracking claim
Continued from page 1
to the estimated 15 billion barrels from
the remaining conventional oil fields.
Someestimates put the figure as high

as 24billionbarrels, but Sir Ian said that
this was an exaggeration.
The production, fromwhat is known

as the Kimmeridge Clay source rock,
couldyield £300billion in tax revenues,
the report estimates.
Mr Salmond is believed to have been

encouraging the offshore oil and gas
industry to explore its potential.
GordonHughes, professor of energy

economics at the University of Edin-
burgh, said: “There is a reason that the
oil and gas described by N-56 does not
appear on most estimates of our
remaining reserves—at current prices
and with existing technology, it does
not make economic sense to extract it.
“It is pure guesswork which develop-

ments will be economic 20 or 50 years
fromnow. In the faceof suchuncertain-
ty, no responsible government would
place any weight on the prospect of
fiscal revenues from such extraction.”
MurdoFraser, theenergyspokesman

for the Scottish Conservatives, said:
“Peoplewill see right through this study
as an SNP move to ease concerns over
dwindling oil revenues.”
Fracking has proved to be an

awkward issue for the independence
campaign led by the SNP, as it
is opposed by the Green party, which
is one of the partners in the Yes Scot-
land campaign.
In 2012 a specialised type of fracking,

which requires fewerwells, was used by
Berkshire-based Centrica to tap the
Ensign gas field off Norfolk.

‘Leave ability setting to the teachers’
its use should be decided by teachers.
ProfessorHusbands said evidenceon

the impact of setting was nuanced, but
suggested small benefits for higher
attainingpupils inmathsat theexpense
of longer term harm to the achieve-
ment of lower attaining children.
Dylan Wiliam, an expert on educa-

tional assessment, said it was most
effective when the best teachers were
assigned to weaker students rather
than top sets or, more recently, teen-
agers on the C-D borderline at GCSE.
“It is a way for middle class parents to
corral more of the scarcest resource in
the system, which is teacher quali-
ty,”Professor Wiliam said.
The countries whose teenagers

perform best in the OECD’s Pisa tests,
such as South Korea, Japan and
Finland, use mixed-ability teaching.
Leading article, page 20

idea is being considered by Downing
Street advisers as a Tory manifesto
pledge, rather than current govern-
ment policy. Details may have been
leaked to scupper any such move.
Dominic Cummings, who was Mr

Gove’s long-serving special adviser,
said: “Trying to force all schools to do
something for which there is no sound
basis in scientific evidence is stupid
policy, unimplementable, and stupid
politics.
“We should be empowering gover-

nors, heads, and teachers, not infantilis-
ing them with rubbish gimmicks
dreamed up in a dysfunctional No 10. ”
ChrisHusbands, director of the Insti-

tute for Education, who has advised
Labour on vocational skills, said almost
all secondary schools used setting in
some subjects, especially maths, and it
was widespread in primary schools, but
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It was the length of a swimming pool
and weighed as much as ten double-
deckers, yet scientists have said an
“astoundingly huge” dinosaur speci-
men was not even fully grown.
The creature, namedDreadnoughtus

schrani, is the largest land animal for
which scientists have been able to
calculate an accurate body mass. Its
skeleton, 77 million years old, reveals a
12-metre-long neck, a powerful “weap-
onised” tail and, relative to its overall
bulk, a remarkably small head.
Previous discoveries of massive indi-

vidual bonesor skeleton fragmentshint
that even larger animalsmayoncehave
roamed the Earth, but because the
Dreadnoughtus skeleton is thought to
have belonged to an adolescent, the
species is a strongcontender for the title
of largest known land animal.
Kenneth Lacovara, of Drexel Uni-

versity in Philadelphia, discovered the
fossil in southern Patagonia, Argenti-
na, and spent four years leading its
excavation.
“With a body the size of a house, the

weight of a herd of elephants, and a
weaponised tail, Dreadnoughtus would
have feared nothing,” he said. “That
evokes to me a class of turn-of-the-last
century battleships called the dread-
noughts, which were huge, thickly clad
and virtually impervious.”
He argues that the specimen shows

that enormous herbivores, rather than
predators such as Tyrannosaurus rex,
wereprobably the toughest creatures in
their environment at the time. The
skeleton, which is 45 per cent complete,

provides the best picture yet of the phy-
sique and lifestyle of the supermassive
dinosaurs. They lived in a temperate
forest on the southern tip of South
America, where fast-growing vegeta-
tion would have satisfied the need to
consume tens or hundreds of thou-
sands of calories each day.
The discovery of a second, less com-

plete, Dreadnoughtus skeleton at the
same site suggests the animals may
have lived in groups. The dinosaur was
not thought to have been intellectually
advanced, however, because its brain
was similar in size to that of a domestic
cat, the scientists have estimated. “You
could fit two of their brains in a pint
glass,” said Dr Lacovara. “I don’t think

they were having deep thoughts. It was
probably ‘eat, eat, eat’ and,occasionally,
‘have sex’.”
Dreadnoughtus is the largest of the

supermassive dinosaur skeletons to
include both a femur (thigh bone) and
humerus (upper arm bone), which are
required to give a reliable estimation of
bodymass. Previously, anotherPatago-
nian dinosaur, Elaltitan, had the great-
est calculable weight, at 47 tonnes,
compared with the 65-tonne mass of
the Dreadnoughtus.
Analysis of the fossil suggested it was

still growing, and that its growth had
not slowed. This means it was likely to
have been an adolescent, albeit several
decades old.
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Nick Clegg was ambushed during his
weekly radio show yesterday when a
nine-year-old boy grilled him on his
£1.2 billion plans for free school meals
for all infants.
The caller, who gave his name as Ro-

han and said that he was ringing from
school, quizzed the deputy prime min-
ister closely about evidence from pilot
studies about the policy’s effectiveness.
Mr Clegg, who was repeatedly inter-

ruptedas the caller challengedwhether
the plan represented value for money,
appeared surprised but later suspicious

Boy, 9, roasts Clegg on radio over school meals
not being targeted at “the areas where
parents couldn’t afford to pay for their
meals”.WhenMrClegg replied that the
biggest beneficiaries were poor child-
ren, Rohan asked: “Wouldn’t they just
be entitled to school meals?”
Several timesMrCleggandNickFer-

rari, the presenter, asked about his
schooland ifhewaswitha teacher.Each
timeRohanwasevasive.Atonepointan
exasperated Mr Clegg told him: “You
probably need to go back to class.”
AlthoughLBC insisted that the caller

was genuine, it would not identify
Rohan’s surname or his school, other
than that it was in south London.

at howwell informed the nine-year-old
appeared to be.
Guido Fawkes, the political blogger,

said that the caller sounded like an
adult woman pretending to be a child.
But LBC Radio, which hosts the Call

Clegg show, saidaproducer spoke to the
boy’s mother beforehand and, later, to
his head teacher. “We’re completely
satisfiedhehasagenuine interest in the
issue,” an LBC spokesman said.
Rohan asked Mr Clegg to justify the

expense, saying “everything shows that
they don’t make children behave or
achieve better”. He then pressed Mr
Clegg on why free school meals were

Greg Hurst Education Editor Rohan, 9
“I have seen the
evidence and it
wasn’t very big,
the percentage
point increase
was only 1.9 in
one trial

Nick Clegg
“You probably
need to go back
to class”

Big adolescent thought only of food and sex

Dreadnoughtus
schrani is the
largest of the
supermassive
dinosaur species
discovered so far.
This illustration

shows what the
young dinosaur
might have
looked like,
based on scans
of 45 per cent of
its skeleton

Dreadnoughtus is
thought to have
lived 77 million
years ago. Kenneth
Lacovara, above,
with the right tibia

Hannah Devlin Science Editor

Size of a house, weight
of a herd of elephants
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Aircraft fire alert
Passengers have spoken of their
panic as a Jet2 plane was forced
to make an emergency landing at
East Midlands airport on
Wednesday, after reports of a fire
on board. Malcolm Yates, from
Lincolnshire, said there was a
“strong electrical burning smell”
and that people were screaming.
Some passengers escaped by
climbing out along the wing,
others used emergency slides.
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Autumn dawns The sun burns off an early morning mist among the fields near Billingham, Co Durham, yesterday. Today will be cloudy and dull across many parts of the country. Weather forecast, page 17
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Switching to e-cigarettes would save
50,000 smokers a year, say experts
More than 50,000 lives a year could be
saved if Britain’s smokers switched to
e-cigarettes, according to experts who
have attacked the World Health Orga-
nisation for “alarmist” and “puritani-
cal” plans for a crackdown.
Accusing the WHO of misunder-

standing the evidence, some of the
world’s leading tobacco control experts
say heavy-handed regulation would
cost lives by “crippling the competitive-
ness” of e-cigarettes and forcing smok-
ers to stick with tobacco.
They compare restricting e-ciga-

rettes to forcing people to heat their
homes with open fires for fear that a
boiler might burn the house down.
Although they say that e-cigarettes

are not harmless and large uncertain-
ties remain, they insist that the benefits
are “potentially enormous”.
Last week the WHO urged a ban on

indoor use of e-cigarettes and tougher
regulation of marketing, because of
fears that the products contain harmful
toxins and might encourage people to
take up smoking.
Professor Ann McNeill, of the

national addiction centre atKing’s Col-
legeLondon, said shewas “shocked and
surprised” when she read the scientific
review used by the WHO, which she
saidwas an “inaccurate portrayal of the
evidence”.
She and several other experts today

criticise theWHOin the journalAddic-
tion, arguing that levels of toxins in
e-cigarettes are negligible compared
with cigarettes and there is no evidence
they encourage children to take up
smoking.
“E-cigarettes are new and we cer-

tainly don’t yet have all the answers as
to their long-term health impact, but
what we do know is that they aremuch
safer than cigarettes,” she said. “The

WHO’s approachwill make it harder to
bring these products to market, inhibit
innovation and put off smokers from
using e-cigarettes.”
More than twomillion British smok-

ers have now tried e-cigarettes. They
are largely unregulated, although a ban
on sales to children is being introduced.
EU rules coming into force in 2016 will
restrict the amount of nicotine in e-cig-
arettes without a medicines licence.
ProfessorMcNeill said therewere fears
this wouldmake them less appealing to
smokers.
ProfessorRobertWest, directorof to-

bacco studies of University College
London and editor of Addiction, said
people had become “emotional” about
e-cigarettes rather than studying the
evidence. “There’s a kind of puritanical
view that everything related tonicotine
is bad and harmful and should be
stamped on,” he said. “ Using “conserv-
ative” estimates that e-cigarettes are

one twentieth as dangerous as smok-
ing, he calculated that for everymillion
smokers who switch to e-cigarettes
6,000 lives a year would be saved. If all
9 million smokers in Britain switched,
54,000 lives a year might be saved.
However, Professor John Ashton,

president of the Faculty of Public
Health, said in the absence of clear evi-
dence that e-cigarettes did help people
quit, they should be treated in the same
way as tobacco. “If you allow them tobe
established now it would be very, very
difficult to pull back from that” if evi-
dence of harm later emerged, he said.
Professor Peter Hajek, of Queen

Mary University of London, said the
risks of e-cigarettes must be compared
with the risks of smoking, saying that
making itharder forpeople tousee-cig-
aretteswas “a bit like askingyou tokeep
an open fire in every room in your
house in winter because the central
heating might malfunction”.

Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

Shop price wars risk another horsemeat scandal
The current supermarket price war
could lead to another horsemeat con-
tamination scandal, an official report
warned yesterday as the government
pledged to set up a national food crime
investigation unit.
Chris Elliott, who led an official in-

quiry into the horsemeat scandal, high-
lighted DNA testing that found that
half themeat products sold in butchers,
high street shops and restaurants are
contaminated with other species.
The “constant drive to reduce costs

and maximise profits” in the British
food industry increases the risk of
fraud, he warned. Supermarkets’ “cul-

ture of adversarial procurement” to
drive down the price of supplies was
found to have worsened since the
horsemeat scandal that swept across
Europe at the beginning of last year.
Hospital patients and residents of

care homes are particularly vulnerable
to food fraud.
Professor Elliott warned the food in-

dustry that adulteration or substitution
could result in “endangerment of cus-
tomers, brand damage and loss of reve-
nue”. The food safety academic from
Queen’s University Belfast highlighted
the results of tests by Leicester City
Council that found that 54 out of 104
samples contained undeclared species
above the one per cent threshold for

contamination. Undeclaredmeatwas a
major ingredient in 18 samples, ac-
counting for levels of between 60 and
100 per cent.
Products meant to contain beef,

chicken or lamb actually contained
high percentages of other meats, in-
cluding halal products that contained
pork. Despite the public outcry and
government pledges to tackle food
fraud, the council recently found that
halal lamb kebabs served in the city’s
schools were made of beef.
Professor Elliott said while poor

practice could be to blame for the con-
tamination it was “not possible to rule
out fraud for pecuniary advantage or
maintenance of a competitive edge

over other businesses”. He warned that
it was the responsibility of retailers to
provideevidence that theyhadchecked
thebackgroundof anyproducts bought
for well below the recognised market
price.
The report was commissioned by the

Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs and the Department
of Health.
Elizabeth Truss, the environment

secretary, accepted Professor Elliott’s
recommendations to protect the food
chain, including the setting up of a spe-
cialistunit to investigate fraud.Shesaid:
“When a shopper picks something up
from a supermarket shelf it should be
exactly what it says on the label.”

David Brown

The Times
iPad edition
Owners of an iPad can
subscribe to The Times
iPad edition through the
App Store on the device
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Mystery over woman stabbed to death in paddock
The husband of a woman who was
stabbed to death in the New Forest
while tending her horses was already
suffering distress after having a brain
tumour diagnosed.
Pete Davis discovered his wife,

Penelope, 47, in the field where she
looked after her three horses. Police
said that there was “no obvious
suspect”.
Ms Davis, a mother of five known to

her friendsasPennie,marriedMrDavis
this year. She visited the field, on land
owned by Lord Montagu of Beaulieu,
every day.
At the couple’s home

in Blackfield, South-
ampton,members of the
family said that Mrs
Davis was a remarkable
woman. “She was a devot-
ed mother of five children
who worked hard to en-
sure that they had every-
thing theyneeded,” one
relative said.
Her sister Nicole

Lambert confirmed
that Mr Davis was suf-
fering fromcancer, add-
ing that it was a “sensi-
tive” issue for the
family.
Detective Superin-

tendent Paul Barton,
who is leading the
case, said that Mrs
Davis’s husband
would go and meet
her every day so
they could spend
time looking
after the horses

together. Mr Barton said that the area
near thevillageofBeaulieuwaspopular
with tourists and fishermen, and ap-
pealed for witnesses to come forward.
One neighbour told police that he

had seen a white Ford Transit van at
3pm on Tuesday by the gate into the
field where Mrs Davis was killed.
When he drove back past at 6pm, the

van had disappeared but had been re-
placedbypolicecarsandanambulance.
Police said that there had beenno ar-

rests and no suspects. Mr Barton said
they were keeping an openmind about
whether the murderer was known to
Mrs Davis or not. “It could be a com-

plete stranger,” he said.
Police were searching
the area yesterday for
evidence, but refused to
say whether a weapon
had been found. Mr

Barton said that they wanted to speak
to anyone who had been in the area of
the paddock between 2pm and 5pm on
Tuesday, adding that there would have
been tourists, walkers, commuters and
fishermen.
The family appealed to the public to

come forwardwith information, saying:
“We are overwhelmed by the outpour-
ing of love and grief that her death has
caused. She was particularly close to
her mother, who is devastated by her
deathandwho joins thewhole family in
appealing to everyone for help in find-
ing the perpetrator of this crime.”
Tributes were paid by former em-

ployers. IanMurray, editorof theSouth-
ern Daily Echo in Southampton, where
MrsDavis hadworked as a business de-
velopment representative, said: “Pen-
niewas a lively, bubbly andprofessional
member of the team here who always
seemed in good spirits whatever the
challenge.”
Darren White, manager of the the

Sainsbury’s Local store in Blackfield,
where Mrs Davis worked, said that his
team had been plunged into a “day of
sadness”.
EstherHayward, 27, aneighbour, said

what hadhappenedwas “cruel, horren-
dous and awful”.

Joan Rivers, comedian with
an acid tongue, dies aged 81

Joan Rivers, the raspy-voiced, acid-
tongued comedian, died last night in
New York, a week after going into car-
diac arrest while undergoing minor
surgery in a doctor’s office. She was 81.
“It is with great sadness that I an-

nounce the death of my mother, Joan
Rivers. She passed peacefully at 1.17pm,
surrounded by family and close
friends,” Melissa Rivers, her daughter,
said. “My mother’s greatest joy in life
was to make people laugh. Although

that is difficult to do right now, I know
her final wish would be that we return
to laughing soon.”
Rivers, known for her bawdy style,

had been rushed toMount SinaiHospi-
tal inNewYork lastweekafterherheart
stopped while she reportedly under-
went a routine surgical procedure on
her vocal cords. The previous evening,
she had performed at a theatre in mid-
townManhattan where she was said to
be in full voice and on fine form. She

was due to tour Britain next month, in-
cluding an appearance at the Albert
Hall.
Originally a stand-up comedian, her

breakcame in 1965,whenshewasJohn-
ny Carson’s guest on The Tonight Show.
In 1968 she hosted a morning show on
NBC, and the next year she made her
stage debut in Las Vegas.
She became known for her willing-

ness to wisecrack about just about any-
thing and to insult almost anybody. Of
Charlton Heston she once quipped:
“He toldus, ‘I gotAlzheimer’s’. Surprise!
He’s been wearing his wig sideways for
19 years.”
Tragedy struck in 1987 when Edgar

Rosenberg, her husband of 23 years,
committed suicide after Rivers was
fired from a chat show that he had pro-
duced.
The show’s failure was a factor in his

death, she said, and her career faltered.
However, she battled back. In recent
years shehadhosted theTVshowFash-
ion Police, which turned theHollywood
red carpet into a danger zone for poorly
dressed celebrities.
“I have never wanted to be a day less

than I am,” she had insisted last year.
“People say, ‘I wish I were 30 again’. No
—I’mvery happyhere. It’s great. It gets
better and better. And then, of course,
we die.”
Obituary, page 46

Georgie Keate

Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

Joan Rivers was
due to star at
the Albert Hall
next month

Pete and Pennie Davis: police say that
they have yet to identify any suspects

Penelope Davis
kept three
horses. Her
husband met
her every day
and they
looked after
them together
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We could bomb within weeks,
DavidCameronsetout thestepsyester-
day that could mean Britain joining
Americanmilitary action in Iraqwithin
weeks, but was left waiting for a green
light by a cautious President Obama.
The prime minister tied action

against Islamic State to the formation
of a new Iraqi government as he con-
tinued to lay theground forparliament-
ary andpublic support for intervention.
In a face-to-facemeeting at theNato

summit in Wales, the US president
made no request for Britain to contrib-
ute tomilitary action, according to gov-
ernment sources.
Afterwards the prime minister

played down the importance of air-
strikes as he tried to keep in step with
Mr Obama. “Sometimes people think
that there is no strategy unless it simply
consists of airstrikes,” he said. “That is
not the case. It needs a fully formed
strategy to squeeze this from every
angle.”
Earlier Mr Cameron effectively set

out the conditions for British military
action — a “functioning, stable and
inclusive” Baghdad administration and
the support of a wide regional alliance
of Arab countries and institutions.
Heagain said thathewasn’t rulingout

airstrikes, but added that the “first thing
that’s required is an Iraqi government
that represents all the people of Iraq.
“Indeed, one of the reasons this issue

has come about is because we did not
have an Iraqi government of that
nature. The most important thing we
need is a government in Baghdad that

represents all of the Iraqi people. We
must make sure that the help we give is
in concert with those on the ground,
rather than ignoring that they are there
or going over their heads.”
The deadline for the new Iraqi gov-

ernment to be formed is nextThursday.
Government sources have voiced opti-
mism that Haider al-Abadi, Nouri al-
Maliki’s successor as prime minister,
will deliver a balanced regime.
The previous Shia-dominated

administration helped to create the
conditions exploited by Islamic State
(Isis) fighters. The “Sunni Awakening”,
which drove al-Qaeda from northern
Iraq in 2007, shows that Isis can be
defeatedonlywith thehelpandsupport
of the local tribes, analysts say.
British officials envisage helping a

broad-basedmilitary operation against
the extremists as long as a functioning
Iraqi government can take advantage
of themilitary space on the ground that
the airstrikes would create.
However, Mr Obama has yet to spell

out — even in private — whether he
wants such an operation, or if he wants
allies such as Britain to contribute.
His cautious, incremental approach

to tackling the situation threatens to
increase pressure on Mr Cameron to
match his own rhetoric over the need to
take on Islamist extremists with reality,
after the stakes were raised by the
beheading of two American journalists
and threats to a third hostage, David
Haines, a British aid worker.
In an attempt to close the gap, Mr

Cameron said for the first time that
Britain was to start arming Kurdish
fighters and to send soldiers in a train-
ing capacity. The RAF is already flying
in ammunition, it was disclosed.
It emerged yesterday that a British

general has been in Arbil talking to the
Kurdish regional government about
what arms and training Britain could
supply.
Sir Simon Mayall, previously the

Ministry of Defence’s Middle East
adviser, was appointed as Mr Camer-
on’s envoy to theKurds lastmonth, and
is counselling the fighters on how to
take on Isis fighters.
Britain delivered ten tonnes of body

armour, helmets and equipment on
Wednesday.
Mr Cameron and President Obama

are using the two-day summit to start
building a regional alliance to take on
Isis, with bothmenmeeting the leaders
of Jordan and Turkey.
Latvia and Estonia, small Nato

members that have contributed troops
to thewars in IraqandAfghanistan, sig-
nalled that they were ready to join in
operations against Isis if the alliance
decided to support such amission. “We
are open to that discussion,” SvenMik-
ser, the Estonian defenceminister, said.
He added: “It is up to the larger allies

to first work out whether Nato is the
machine to be used against Isis and if it
comes to that stage thenweare ready to
takeaveryactivepart in thatdiscussion
and see if we have anything thatwe can
contribute.”
Major-GeneralRihoTerras, thehead

ofEstonia’s armed forces, saidhis coun-
try would be a good ally should Nato
decide to act. “We can offer a small
portion of soldiers. On the other hand,
wehavealreadysent someammunition
to Iraqi Kurdistan.”
Estonia has sent a million AK47

bullets to the Kurdish north of Iraq, he
revealed.
Raimonds Vejonis, Latvia’s defence

minsiter, said that his government was
“also ready to make different decisions
for our participation in a different
region” should discussions at Nato lead
to the possibility of alliance action
against jihadists in Iraq and Syria.

Francis Elliott Political Editor
Deborah Haynes Defence Editor

Barack Obama with David Cameron at
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Cameron tells cautious Obama
‘Strikes don’t need
approval of Assad’
British jets could bomb targets in Syria
without the consent of Bashar Assad,
David Cameron claimed yesterday.
He rejected calls from some MPs to

work with the dictator, insisting that
Assad did not lead a “legitimate”
government.
However, the issueofhow to contend

with Islamic State targets in Syria and
what to do with Assad — and his air
defences — emerged as a key doubt
over British military intervention.
Mr Cameron dismissed claims that

airstrikes in Syriawould be illegal with-
out Assad’s approval. “I don’t think it’s
that complicatedbecauseobviously the
Iraqi government is a legitimate gov-
ernment . . . whereas President Assad
has committed war crimes on his own
people and is therefore illegitimate,” he
told BBC Radio 4’s Today programme.
“My view is that President Assad is

part of the problem, rather than part of
the solution.Wehavegot tounderstand
thatAssadhas beenpart of the creation
of IS, rather than part of its answer.”
Mr Cameron was supported by

Dominic Grieve, a former attorney
general,whooutlined the legal basis for
strikes against IS forces in Iraq and
Syria. Mr Grieve said it could be
possible to conductmilitary operations
without the consent of President
Assad’s regime. “If the Iraqi govern-
ment requests assistance then, on the
basis that there is an internal armed
conflict going on in Iraq and on the
basis that any British action is reason-
able, necessary and proportionate to
deal with and observes the laws of war,
then yes, such action could be taken.
“There are occasions when you can

take action without the consent of the
government. One is if you get UN re-
solution. Secondly, you can get it under
the rightof self-defence in theUNchar-
ter. And the UK had always adhered to
the view that in certain circumstances
it is possible to tackle military action
under the doctrine of humanitarian
necessity, on the basis that the humani-
tarian catastrophe.”
Ed Miliband has made clear he is

keeping his options open, but there are
signs that while Labour would support
airstrikes against Isis in Iraq, the party
would be reluctant to back similar
action inside Syria. “The Iraqi govern-
ment has asked for help against Isis,”
said one senior party figure. “That
makes intervention legitimate. Syria is
a completely different story.”
The issueof Syrian targetingwas also

raised by Tory MPs as they were
canvassed by whips to test support for
military action.
Some told their whips they would be

hesitant to lend their support. John
Baron, the MP for Basildon who led
Tory opposition to David Cameron’s
failed attempt towinparliamentary ap-
proval for airstrikes against Damascus,
warned of the dangers of “mission
creep.” He said that he would “listen to
the arguments” about joining military
intervention in Iraq but could not
support similar action against Syria.
Others said theywould backmilitary

action. Andrew Bridgen, the MP for
North West Leicestershire, said that
this occasionwould be very different to
last year’s failed Syria vote. “The mood
on the backbenches in regard to Isis is
very different,” he said. “And the mood
of the public is very different. They are
a real threat to us in Britain.”

Francis Elliott, Laura Pitel

RAF pilots at risk in Syria

A
merican and British
pilots will run the
gauntlet of Syrian air
defences if they try to
launch airstrikes

against Isis in Syria without the
permission of the Assad regime
(Michael Evans writes).
Syria has a formidable inventory

of surface-to-air missiles (Sam),
air-defence artillery and early-
warning sites which, if placed on
alert for a US/British attack, could
result in American and RAF
combat aircraft being shot down.
However, Syrian air defences are
probably in a poor state of repair,
and they lack the most advanced
Sam systems. Some missile
batteries may have been seized by
Isis and other rebel forces fighting
the regime of President Assad.
Israel has carried out at least

half a dozen airstrikes inside Syria
since the civil war started. None
has provoked an air-defence
response from Syria’s Sam
batteries, but in June 2012 the
Syrians did shoot down a Turkish
reconnaissance jet.
Since then, the Syrian air force

has been degraded through lack of
maintenance. Although it was

reputed to have about 380 combat
aircraft, only half will be
serviceable. But Syrian military
aircraft have been active in the
civil war and have recently been
involved in attacks on Isis positions
in the north of the country.
Mr Obama and Mr Cameron will

be gambling on President Assad
ordering his air defence troops not
to shoot down US and British
aircraft. The destruction of Isis
would, after all, help his own cause
in the war against rebel forces.
If the threat from Syrian air

defences were considered too great
a risk, airstrikes could be launched
from across the border.

AnalysisMichael Evans

Syrian air defences

20 early
warning sites

150 surface-to-air
missile batteries

4,000 air
defence guns

000’s of shoulder fired
anti-aircraft missiles

380 combat aircraft
(50% active)

the summit and meeting Prince Charles and schoolchildren in Newport, where the crowds came out to see the convoy

SWNS.COM / AP / REUTERS
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I can’t tell little
girl that daddy is
missing, says wife
of British captive
The wife of a British hostage threaten-
ed with beheading in Syria said their
young daughter has not been told that
hehasbeenkidnappedby IslamicState.
David Haines, 44, was seized while

working with a French aid group in a
refugee camp in March last year.
His captivity was revealed by Islamic

State (Isis) on Tuesday when he was
shown in a video trembling after a
jihadistwith a London accent appeared
tobepreparing tobehead theAmerican
journalist Steven Sotloff.
Mr Haines’s wife, Dragana Prodan-

ovic Haines, described yesterday how
she was longing for him to return to
their family home. “His safety means
everything to us. My daughter is only
four-years-old and she does not know
the situation,” she said.
“We have not told her that her daddy

is missing. I am trying to protect her.
She is so young. When he is safe and
here [at home] we will be happy.”
Mrs Prodanovic Haines, a social

media editor, said she had decided to
remain at the family home in Sisak,
central Croatia, rather than to travel to
Scotland to be with the rest of her
husband’s family.
She said: “I am staying at home. This

is the place where I feel safe and my
daughter feels safe.Wearewaitinghere
for David to return.
“Wehaveagreednot to talkabout the

situation. When David is safe we can
talk about everything, we will welcome
everyone.”
Mr Haines’s elder daughter from a

previous marriage has described how
her father is her “hero”.
Bethany Haines, 17, from Perth,

wrote on the social media site Ask.fm:
“What I want most is to have my dad
home for good.” Bethanywas subjected
to vile abuse by internet “trolls” about
her father’s situation which has since
been deleted. Mr Haines’s brother,

Michael, broke down in tears yesterday
ashe thanked thepress for their consid-
erate reporting.
He said: “We do not want to answer

any questions butwe acknowledge that
you are being tactful and careful with
your approach.”
Mr Haines had worked with aid

groups around theworld since 1999.He
was seized while working as security

consultant with the Paris-based group
Agency for Technical Co-operation
andDevelopment inAtmehclose to the
Turkish border.
The group’s Italian co-ordinator was

also kidnapped but was freed in May
amid suggestions that his government
had paid a ransom.
David Cameron insisted yesterday

that Britain would not pay to free

nationals held by terror groups and
took a swipe at western nations that
had done so.
“I am in no doubt that when coun-

tries have allowed ransoms to be paid,
that has ended up in terrorist groups—
including this terrorist group—having
tens of millions of dollars that they can
spend on kidnapping other hostages, in
preparing terrorist plots, including

againstushere in theUK,and inbuying
arms and weapons to wreak havoc.”
The prime minister said that the

government would do everything it
could to help British hostages, includ-
ing rescue attempts.
“I have ordered a number of hostage

rescues in different parts of the world,
and therewas a hostage rescue attempt
in this case aswell— sadly not success-
ful,” he said.
Mr Haines’s identity was widely

reported in the foreign media but was
initially not published in Britain at the
request of his family.
National newspapers published his

name yesterday after the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office accepted that
therewas no operational reason for the
secrecy and that his family had recog-
nised that its release was inevitable.
Nick Clegg said that he believed

hostages had the best chance of surviv-
al if they were not named publicly.
Thedeputyprimeminister said: “The

advice from security experts was com-
pletely unambiguous that it is better for
the hostage, it is better from a security
point of view, not to reveal the name.
“The more you create publicity

around who the individual is, the more
you create the incentive for the
hostage-takers to take ever more
extreme steps.”

Kate Gibbons, Matt Charles
David Brown

The British hostage David Haines trembles in the hands of the Islamic State

Despondent jihadists want to come back home
Continued from page 1
deradicalisation programmes and
potential surveillance by the British
authorities, possibly for years, their
spokesman said that they would.
Professor Neumann said that the

government should consider setting up
aderadicalisationprogramme for some
less-hardened British jihadists who
demonstrated their remorse.
He said that some young British

Muslims whowent to Syria in 2012 and
last year were naive in their expecta-
tions when they left.
“[A deradicalisation programme] is

not for people who are hardened ex-
tremists and it would never work when
directed at people who do not want to
change,” Professor Neumann added.

“The people we have been talking to . . .
want to quit but feel trappedbecause all
the government is talking about is lock-
ing them up for 30 years.
“If you only have a law-and-order

message than you risk creating a self-
fulfilling prophecy where they simply
go to the next battlefront and become
really hardened extremists.
“The people who want to change

their minds could become very power-
ful spokesmen who could show the
difference between the reality on the
ground and the propaganda Isis is
putting out.”
Anumberofprominent counter-rad-

icalisation advocates in Britain are
themselves former radicals, including
Mr Maher, who was a member of the

extremist group Hizb ut-Tahrir in his
early twenties.
Dr Osama Hasan and Noman Ben-

otman, at the Quilliam counter-radi-
calisation think-tank,wereboth former
jihadists who went to Afghanistan but
later repudiated their violent pasts.
Last week Ed Miliband, the Labour

leader, offered support to the idea of a
deradicalisation programnme for Brit-
onswhowere “on the fringesof extrem-
ism in Syria and Iraq”.
Last night Scotland Yard declined to

saywhether it had been in contact with
any British jihadists seeking amnesty.
Government officials expressed

scepticism about deradicalisation
programmes at a time when Britain’s
terrorist threat has been raised to

“severe” because of to the danger posed
by militants returning from Syria. One
said that there would be concern that
such programmes could provide cover
for would-be domestic terrorists.
“If someone was committing a string

of burglaries because they were in a
gang, and then they said they were sick
of it, the police wouldn’t wash their
hands of the burglaries.”
Deradicalisation programmeshave a

chequered history. Schemes set up in
Saudi Arabia and otherMiddle Eastern
states have seen some notable failures,
including two senior leaders of al-Qae-
da in the Arabian Peninsula who went
through the Saudi programme after
being released from Guantanamo Bay
and later returned to militancy.

Family and friends
of the murdered
American

journalist Steven
Sotloff mounted a
campaign to hide his
Jewish faith from his
captors in a desperate
effort to keep him alive
(David Taylor writes).
They managed to

remove references to
his religion and dual
US-Israeli citizenship
from the internet,
fearing his captors

would single him out
for harsh treatment.
Although their

efforts failed to protect
him from the ultimate
brutality of the Isis
hostage-takers, his
friends have taken
comfort from the fact
he was able to conceal
his faith. A group of
150 friends and family
members worked
throughout his time in
captivity to remove
online references to his

faith. After Mr Sotloff
was murdered, a
spokesman for Israel’s
foreign ministry
tweeted: “Cleared for
publication: Steven
Sotloff was Israel
citizen RIP.”
In a separate

development, it has
emerged that social
media sites Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube
moved to prevent the
spread of the video
showing the killing.

Sotloff’s faith hidden from killers
David Haines, an aid worker from Perth, with his Croatian wife Dragana
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jihadist in the video showing the beheading of the US journalist Steven Sotloff

European allies shamed
over ransom payments
David Cameron has tried to shame
France,SpainandItalybecause theyare
suspected of conniving in ransom pay-
ments, saying theywerehelping Islamic
State terrorists to “wreak havoc”.
The prime minister upbraided allies

at the Nato summit in Wales last night
during a working dinner for failing to
stick to an agreement signed last year
not to make the payments to terrorist
groups for hostages.
Although Britain and the US have

stuck to the deal, announced at the G8
summit in Northern Ireland, Mr Cam-
eronhas said others had yet to be “good
to their word”.
The freeing of an Italian hostage

takenat the same timeasDavidHaines,
the British aid worker whose life is
threatened, has increased suspicions
that ransoms are still being paid.
Federico Motka, an Italian working

for a French aid agency was released in
May this year.
Speaking before a dinner with Nato

leaders, where the prime minister was
planning to confront those still paying
ransoms, he said: “What matters is not
your signature on a declaration but not
letting money be paid to terrorist kid-
nappers because that money goes into
arms. It goes into weapons, it goes into
terrorplots, it goes intomorekidnaps. It
is utterly self-defeating. It is worse than
self-defeating, it is actually a risk to us
at home.”

“I’m in no doubt that when countries
have allowed ransoms to be paid, that
has ended up in terrorist groups — in-
cluding this terrorist group — having
tens of millions of dollars that they can
spend on kidnapping other hostages, in
preparing terrorist plots, including
against us here in theUKand in buying
arms and weapons to wreak havoc.”
The communiqué agreed by world

leaders at the G8 group in Northern
Ireland last year stated that they “un-
equivocally reject the payment of ran-
soms to terrorists”andsaid thatexisting
UNresolutionsobligedgovernments to
“prevent the payment of ransoms, di-
rectly or indirectly, to terrorists.”
Mr Cameron admitted to MPs on

Wednesday that it was not being ob-
served. “At theG8, I launched an initia-
tive to try to get other countries to sign
up to a very clear doctrine that in the
case of terrorist kidnap, no ransom
should be paid,” he said during prime
ministers’ questions.” Britain continues
with this policy; America continues
with this policy; but we need to re-
double the efforts to make sure that
other countries are good to their word.”
It is estimated that Islamic State has

raised tens of millions of dollars in
ransompayments in return forwestern
hostages, with the French, Italian and
Spanish governments being regarded
as the least likely to prevent payments.
Mr Cameron’s spokesman said that

he intended to raise the issue with the
leaders during the dinner last night.
“He will talk about the importance he
attaches to the approach that was set
out in theLoughErneG8communiqué
last year,’’ he said. “He will be raising
thatwith all the leaderswhoare around
the table at the working dinner.”
MrCameronwill have the support of

the US. President Obama shares his
opposition to the payments.

Francis Elliott Political Editor Whopays?

All major western countries signed a 2013 G8 commitment not to pay ransoms
to terror groups. However, many countries disguise ransoms as aid.

Official line is that Germany doesn't pay.
However, media reports that payments are
sometimes made by employers or family
of victim in the form of development aid.

Total amount al-Qaeda
and its direct affiliates
have taken in ransoms

Who does not pay?

USA

UK

Who does pay and howmuch?

$125m
Paid in ransom
to al-Qaeda in
the last year

$66m

FRANCE GERMANY

$58.1m
Paid from 2010-2013

SWITZERLAND

$12.4m
2009

For 5 French nationals, 1 from Togo
and 1 fromMadagascar

2 Swiss nationals
and 1 German

QATAR, OMAN

$20.4m
Brokered, in 2012

2 Finnish nationals,
1 Austrian, 1 Swiss

AUSTRIA

$3.2m
Paid in 2008

2
Austrians

NORDIC COUNTRIES
Officially policy not to pay.
Reports of payments
dropped from planes

BELGIUM
Widely thought to
negotiate/pay ransoms
to free citizens

ITALY
Widely reported
that payments
made

SPAIN

$5.9m
2009-10

3
Spaniards

$5.1m
2011-13

2
Spaniards

Ministers’ army cuts leave
nation exposed, claim MPs
Ministers have put Britain’s military
capabilities at risk by cutting 20,000
soldiers without properly consulting
the army, according to a damning
report by MPs.
The public accounts committee criti-

cised theMinistry ofDefence for giving
little consideration towhetherplans for
a big increase in reservists were achiev-
ableandsaid ithadsquandered£70mil-
lion in planned savings.
The committee’s report today raised

concerns that existing troops are being
put under additional pressure and may
have to carry out longer tours because
of the shortfalls. The size of the regular
army is being reduced from 102,000 to
82,500 in an effort to save £10 billion
over a decade.
The government argued that an ex-

pandedreserve forceof30,000,up from
the current 19,000,wouldhelp to fill the
gap, but the report found that the
process of recruiting extra reservists
had beenmismanaged. The committee
said that the MoD had not adequately

consulted with thearmy on whether it
would be possible to secure such a large
increase in reservists by 2019 and had
already lost tens of millions of planned
savings by “bungling”a key contract.
The Labour MP Margaret Hodge,

committee chairwoman, said: “The
MoD did not test the feasibility of
recruiting and training the 30,000
reserve soldiers it needs by 2019.We re-
main tobe convinced that theMoDwill
recruit the required numbers in time.”
The armybrought in the outsourcing

giant Capita to handle the recruitment
of reservists but the contract has been
hampered by inadequate IT infrastruc-
ture and too few reservist candidates.
The committee said the MoD had

acknowledged that £70 million of
planned savings of £267 million from
the contract had already been lost.
MPs said they were “deeply con-

cerned to hear that a capability gap
could be emerging in the army struc-
ture”. They said this could lead to con-
tingency plans including extending op-
erational tours, whichmight lowermo-
rale and cause people to leave the army.

Billy Kenber

If something goes wrong
here, you are on your own

I
have worked in
almost every war
zone for the past
17 years,
including five

years in Iraq, three in
Afghanistan, Somalia,
Sudan, East Timor,
Beirut and Haiti, but
nothing compares to
Syria.
When something

goes wrong in Syria
you are completely on
your own. There is no
police station, no
friendly military, no
embassy, nowhere is
safe — you have got
to rely on your own
wits, judgment and
experience.
When I went in for

the first time I had to
put my trust in the
people I was with.
Then I started
building relationships
with people, knowing
who to trust, building
up local knowledge.
I’m always looking

for the indicators that
something’s wrong.
Violence doesn’t just
happen: there are key
indicators that can
highlight the risk, be
it previous air attacks

or firefights between
various groups. I can
only assume that
David probably stayed
too long in the
refugee camp. I’d
always try to move to
another location after
approximately 45
minutes, which
prevents setting
yourself up, but I
understand that
David worked for an
aid agency, so most
probably had to stay
longer. Within IDP
[internally displaced
people] camps there
are desperate people;
I expect it was one of
those who contacted a
local criminal gang to
plan and execute the
kidnapping. Then he
would have been sold
on to Isis.
The best chance to

attempt an escape is
the first few minutes,
during the confusion
of the situation, but
it’s going to be violent.
If I was on my own I

would certainly
attempt to escape but
it’s a different
situation with a client,
their safety is
paramount.
You know in the

back of your mind
that Isis is not going
to negotiate. They
don’t need the money
or the political
influence. They just
enjoy terrorising. If
you’re captured by
Isis, try to gather as
much information as
possible. How many?
What weapons? How
disciplined are they?
What is your
location? Remain as
calm as possible. Keep
looking for an
opportunity to escape
or hope for a rescue,
and attempt an escape
only if you know that
you are physically fit
to conduct it.
A failed attempt

leads to further
violence and possible
death.

A girl in an Atmeh camp where David Haines worked

Inside today

The value of a life
Leading article, page 20

A security
adviser who
has worked in
Syria says the
refugee camps
are places of
hidden danger
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Russia faces new sanctions for land grab
TheEUwill hitRussiawitha toughnew
round of sanctions, it emerged last
night, as the head of Nato said that
Europe had a duty to support Ukraine
for the sake of global security.
With pressure mounting on Russia

despite talk of a peace plan with Kiev,
Nato countries pledged to deepen their
military relationship with Ukraine
after a meeting between leaders at a
summit in Wales yesterday.
Anders Fogh Rasmussen, the Nato

secretarygeneral, accusedRussiaof the
first land grab since the end of the
SecondWorldWar over its annexation
of Crimea and ongoing interference in
eastern Ukraine. “Europe must not
turn away from the rule of law to the
rule of the strongest,” he said. “This is
vital for peace and security in the
world.”
The United States is also gearing up

to hit Russia economically in co-ordi-
nationwith theEU in response to Pres-
ident Putin’s actions in Ukraine, where
thousands of Russian troops are be-
lieved to be fighting in support of pro-
Russian separatists. The European
sanctions will target state-owned Rus-
sian defence and energy companies.
PresidentObama“is very committed

to moving on the next tranche of sanc-
tions”, John Kerry, the US Secretary of
State, said. Nato, meanwhile, is re-
sponding to Russia’s actions with the
most significant shift in posture since
the end of the Cold War. The alliance’s
28 members are expected to unveil a
plan to bolster their defences against
future attack by Russia and any other
potential adversary — a move that
could see Patriotmissiles directed to
protect eastern European airspace.
Such a move would be regarded

ashighlyprovocativebyRussiabut
is being called for by the Baltic
countries and Poland.
Other measures include the

creation of an emergency re-
sponse force of up to 5,000
troops — expected to in-
clude a British element —
ready to mobilise in 48
hours. Military bases in
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia
and Poland are to be en-

hanced, with weapons,
ammunition and other
military kit, including
possible short to medi-
um-range air defence
systems, being placed
in theBaltic in caseof
a crisis. Nato mem-
bers are expected to
agree to increase

the number of troops
they rotate in and out of east-
ernEuropean countries as part
of a wider reassurance effort
designed to make countries

that are closest to Russia feel less anx-
ious. Petro Poroshenko, the Ukrainian
leader, said that he was cautiously
optimistic about ameeting todayaimed
at ending the conflict. He said that he
would order a ceasefire provided a
planned meeting in Minsk of envoys
from Ukraine, Russia and Europe’s
OSCE security watchdog went ahead.
Mr Rasmussen struck a more cau-

tious tone. He accused Russia of only
talking about peace in Ukraine but not
taking“a single step” tomake itpossible.
Nato released a joint statement of
support for Ukraine, a partner nation

but not a full member of the alliance, a
position that Kiev is expected to re-
quest after elections. The two parties
saidtheyweredeepening their relation-
ship in the defence and security sector.
Nato will expand the number of

officials working in an advisory role in
Kiev and alliance counties will help re-
habilitate military personnel injured in
the conflict. Money is also being
pledged for four trust funds that will
provide additional support to the mili-
tary. In addition,Nato andUkrainewill
increase military training exercises.
World, page 38

Deborah Haynes Defence Editor Nato ‘vital to
save Kabul
from falling’
Deborah Haynes

Afghanistan is at risk of collapse if a
security agreement with the United
States is not signed by the end of the
year, officials from two Nato countries
warned last night.
The violence and chaos that has

resurged across Iraq after the exit of
foreign troops three years ago could
flare up in Afghanistan should Kabul
and Washington fail to finalise the
bilateral security pact, they said.
The pact is needed for US and other

Nato forces to remain in the country
fromnext year in support of theAfghan
police and army, they cautioned.
Latvia and Estonia, which have

contributed forces to Nato’s operation
in Afghanistan, made the warning as
Nato members pledged to commit
money and troops to advise and train
the Afghan security forces, provided
that the security pact was signed.
Anders Fogh Rasmussen, the secre-

tary-general of Nato, said that “time
was running short” for the Afghan
government to put in place a legal
framework that would enable Nato’s
new training mission, dubbed Resolute
Support, to take place.
“Without a signature, there canbeno

mission,” he said after a meeting in
Wales of Nato leaders and the heads of
partner countries that also have forces
in Afghanistan.
Raimonds Vejonis, Latvia’s defence

minister, said that the absence of the
security pact was the single biggest
concern among Nato states about
Afghanistan.
“We had a stable situation in Iraq but

now it has so quickly changed,” he told
The Times on the sidelines of the two-
day summit at Celtic Manor, in New-
port, south Wales. “The situation can
be repeated again in Afghanistan if
Nato is not present.”

S
ay what you will about Nato
summits, they certainly give
you something to look at. “Is
that a tank?” I ask the army
man in camouflage as we

stood at the Celtic Manor golf
clubhouse in Newport, looking out
over the 18th green with the verdant
hills of Wales beyond.
“Scout SV,” he says with deep

satisfaction, nodding, “with a 40mm
cannon. Brand new.”
I say that it’s not often you see a

tank on a fairway (surely this gives a
whole new meaning to “in the
rough”) but I realise even as I am
saying it that, really, what else would
you expect at a Nato conference?
And the tank is not the end of it.
Just down the fairway is a F35
Lightning II jet with various air-to-
air missiles spread out before it. A
man with lot of braid is walking
around, perusing them. Is he
shopping for hardware? I guess it’s

what you do in “downtime” between
bilaterals.
What a surreal day it has been. I

am definitely at the Nato summit in
that I am here, at Celtic Manor, in a
huge marquee with 1,500 other
journalists from all over the world.
At the same time I am not at the
Nato summit, ie the one with the
most powerful people in the world
who are now again teetering on the
brink of war. The real summit is
tantalisingly close, at the Celtic
Manor Lodge, which is just past the
tank and over another fairway.
Indeed I can see the lodge’s
“welcome roundabout”, mainly
because someone has parked
another F35 jet on it and, really, it’s
hard not to notice.
David Cameron is down there,

with 59 other world leaders, and
their 180 advisers. They sit in a huge
circular table with a diorama of
Welsh beauty spots interspersed
with images of military hardware
(look, it’s Nato, that’s what they
like). I know this because I’ve seen it
on TV. The only press allowed
yesterday at the lodge were “pool”
journalists and, although I can
swim, I am not one of them. Still,
let’s face it, sometimes TV feels even
more real than the real thing. Dave

had a busy day that began at a “back
to school” event with Barack
Obama. “Bor da!” Dave said as the
kids looked stunned. He then spent
almost an hour standing with the
head of Nato, a Dane called Anders
Fogh Rasmussen, who looks a bit
like a hairdresser, shaking the hands
of everyone from Mongolia’s vice-
defence minister to Angela Merkel.
There was then a “family photo”, as
they call it but, I have to tell you,
with quite a few of the leaders
looking like bouncers at the doors of
particularly rough nightclubs, it’s
not a family most of us would want.
The afternoon was full of

bilaterals, briefings and meetings of
the Quint (don’t ask, if I told you,
they’d have to kill me). The
highlight had to be the interactive
arms fair, the Nato version of crazy
golf. There was a chance to don a
flak jacket and search for explosives
(why there would be mines just off
the bunker near the 10th hole, I
don’t know but I looked anyway).
You could filter dirty water and
watch field surgery. Then there was
the Black Hornet mini-drone that
flew over us, photographing the
summit and, of course, the tank on
the golf course. Well, it’s not
something you see every day, is it?

Tanks, drones and missiles . . . it’s the Nato version of crazy golf
Ann Treneman
Political Sketch

The summit in Newport drew anti-Nato protesters, left, while others just wanted to see the horses

TALLIS JUSTIN TALLIS / AFP / GETTY IMAGES

A
irbus
executive
Jeremy
Greaves
takes a

golfing break yesterday
as defence companies
showcasing goods at
the summit claimed
they had been “sold a
pup” (Deborah Haynes
writes).
A defence industry

source said that com-
panies had paid
£300,000 for the
“honour” of showing
off their goods.
“It was supposed to

be an opportunity to
showcase our hi-tech
kit to all the Nato
nations and the partic-
ipants, but they are not
interested,” the source

said. “We’ve been sold
a pup,” he added.
A large white pavil-

ion boasting a model
of the Royal Navy’s
newest aircraft carrier,
a bionic hand and a
bottle that made pond
water drinkable did
not appear to be at-
tracting any heads of
state. It was a long
walk away from the
main manor and there
did not seem to be

much evidence of dele-
gates ducking out of
talks about Ukraine to
have a wander around
the stalls.
“I rest my case,” the

defence source said,
gesturing to the pavil-
ion, empty except for a
collection of soldiers
manning the displays.
A spokesman for UK

Trade and Industry
insisted: “We have
been really busy.”

Arms fair
on the side
misfires
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Candy buys huge home
(this time for himself)

The property tycoon behindOneHyde
Park is about to move into what will be
oneof themost expensivehouses in the
country after years of selling multi-
million-pound homes to the rich and
famous.
Christian Candy is listed on Land

Registry documents as thepurchaser of
a row of seven grade I listed buildings
that have been granted planning
permission to be turned into a
mega-mansion inRegent’s
Park, north London, ac-
cording to Property Week.
The purchase will set him
back almost £100
million.
The 50,000 sq ft

Regency terrace
that Mr Candy is
understood to be
buying was put on
the market by
Marcus Cooper,
his fellow proper-
ty tycoon, in June.
It has the potential to
be London’s biggest
private residence,
second only to Buck-
ingham Palace.

Mr Cooper was granted planning
permission in 2010 to convert the
sevenoffice buildings into a stuccoed
mansion. It could double in value
once converted.

MrCandyandhis brotherNick
Candy, who is married to the
singer Holly Candy, are be-
hind One Hyde Park in
Knightsbridge, the luxury

housing scheme. Christian Can-
dy’s CPCGroup worked with the
primeminister of Qatar to devel-
op it and his brother, the chief ex-
ecutive of Candy & Candy, acted
as development manager.
The scheme is of theworld’smost

expensive apartment blocks and
this year a private buyer, believed to
be Russian orUkrainian, snapped up
one of the penthouses for £140 mil-

lion, breaking thepurchase record for a
flat in Britain.
Property, thetimes.co.uk

Kathryn Hopkins
Property Correspondent

MICHAEL CATANIA / SOLENT

Inquiry as journalist’s phone records seized
Alex Spence Media Editor

A communications watchdog has
launched an inquiry into whether the
police are abusing their legal powers
after complaints that Scotland Yard se-
cretly seized a journalist’s phone
records to discover his sources.
The Interception of Communica-

tions Commissioner’s Office said last
night it was examining whether there
has been “institutional overuse” of
powers to order phone companies to

hand over records without a court or-
der. It came amid a chorus of alarm
about the Metropolitan police access-
ing the mobile phone records of Tom
Newton Dunn, The Sun’s political edi-
tor, while investigating the source of
the leaks in the Plebgate case.
Almost 10,000 requests were made

by the police and other authorities last
year for communications data under
theRegulation of Investigatory Powers
Act, but the commissioner’s office,
which oversees the use of the act, said it

had no idea how many times it had
been used against journalists.
Media industry representatives said

this raised the alarming prospect that
the police may be regularly asking for
journalists’ call records, putting the
confidentiality of their sources at risk
without permission from a judge or the
news outlet’s knowledge.
According to the commissioner, the

police and other authorities made
514,608 requests for communications
data last year, almost 10,000 a week.

Red sea What might pass for a Mediterranean drought is in fact Red Wharf Bay on the east coast of Anglesey, north Wales

housin

Christian and Emily
Candy have bought
a mega-mansion, top
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Michael Gove embarked on a charm
offensive on his own MPs yesterday in
an effort to prevent further defections
to Ukip.
The Tory chief whip took Mark

Reckless for a private lunch in the
Strangers’ Dining Room in the House
of Commons. The Tory the MP for
Rochester andStrood is one of the clos-
est friends of Douglas Carswell, who
last week announced that he was
jumping ship to Ukip and triggering a
by-election inhisClactonconstituency.
Mr Reckless has odds of 3-1 to be-

come the next Tory to switch sides,

although last week he publicly denied
that he was planning to do so.
Mr Gove’s willingness to try to

mollify the serial rebel is a sign of just
how concerned the Conservatives are
about the prospect of further defec-
tions. They fear that a by-election vic-
tory for Mr Carswell will embolden
other Conservatives to follow suit.
The former education secretary has

backed away from a confrontationwith
his party by making it clear that cam-
paigning against the former Tory in
Clacton will be voluntary.
He wrote to Conservative MPs this

week to inform them that they will
merely be “encouraged to assist” in the

battle. Those fighting to hang on to
marginal seats were told that requests
for leave of absence would be met with
a “sensitive” response.
This approach contrasts starkly with

a recent contest in Newark, where all
MPs were ordered to visit the consti-
tuency at least three times in the
run-up to a by-election in June. Some
Conservative MPs had already made
clear that they would refuse to cam-
paign againstMrCarswell, their former
colleague.
The gentle tone of the request from

Mr Gove reflects the party’s realism
about its slim prospects of victory in
Clacton next month, where polls have

given Ukip an early lead of 32 to 44
points. Senior Tories have decided not
to waste too much time and money on
the fight. “By-elections are expensive
and we’re clearly not going to spend a
vast amount on this,” one figure con-
ceded.
Mr Carswell was dragged into a row

last night over the use of constituents’
personal information, with one legal
expert warning that he could have
breached data protection laws.
The Conservatives claimed that the

ex-MP had accessed the party’s “Mer-
lin” database of voters three weeks
before switching sides.
Mr Carswell told The Times that he

had looked at the programme in the
run-up to his defection last week in
order to “see what I was up against”. He
vehemently denied that he had taken
any information from the system.
“Anydata that theConservativeparty

gathered while I was a member of the
Conservative party is, was and must re-
main the property of the Conservative
party.” He said that the suggestion that
hehadtakensuch informationwas“des-
peratebriefing fromwithintheToryma-
chine” and was extremely regrettable.
The formerMPdidsay,however, that

he planned to use his own private data
gathered during nine years as a Con-
servativeMP.He insisted that hewould
not be sharing this with Ukip.
DrPaul Bernal, a lecturer in IT lawat

the University of East Anglia, warned
thatMr Carswell could be breaking the
law. While the issue is a grey area, he
said that it could be difficult for the
formerMPtoargue that therewasadif-
ference between him using the data
himself and sharing it with Ukip.
“HisownpurposeandUkip’spurpose

are currently inseparable,” he said. “If I
was one of his constituents and gave
him that information and I didn’t want
to shift to Ukip, then I would object.”

Don’t defect to Ukip, Gove urges MPs
Laura Pitel Political Correspondent

‘Crush the politicians
who distort science’
Politicians who persistently
mislead the public about science
should be “crushed and buried”,
one of Britain’s leading scientists
has said.
Sir Paul Nurse, president of the

Royal Society, criticised MPs and
ministers who “cherry pick”
findings that suit their agendas.
Speaking ahead of this year’s

British Science Festival, the
Nobel laureate especially targeted
those who twist the evidence
relating to genetically modified
crops and climate change.
“We have to beware of

politicians . . . who listen to
scientists when it’s about GM
crops for example, and ignore
them when it’s about climate
change,” Sir Paul said.
He added: “When they are

serial offenders . . . they should be
crushed and buried.”

HIV rapist on the run
A rapist who knowingly infected
a woman with HIV is on the run
after a judge granted him bail.
Brian Tatenda Shayanowako, 54,
failed to attend his rape trial
after appearing before Judge
Francis Sheridan at Aylesbury
crown court on August 19 and
admitting grievous bodily harm
by not declaring his HIV status.
Last week the Zimbabwean
support worker, formerly of
Northampton, was convicted of
rape and sentenced to 12 years in
his absence. Thames Valley police
are appealing for information.

Boys’ special needs
Boys are twice as likely as girls to
have special educational needs
diagnosed, government figures
show. Almost 1.4 million children
in England’s state schools, or
17.9 per cent, were classed with
having some form of learning
difficulty or disability, down from
21 per cent in 2010. Of these,
911,900 were boys and 487,885
girls. Pupils from poorer
backgrounds, from some ethnic
minorities and children in care
were also more likely to have
special needs, according to the
Department for Education data.

Workers shine in sun
Letting workers go home early
when the sun is shining makes
them more productive. As many
as one in four companies allow
flexible working to take the
weather into account and it
seems to be paying dividends.
Early finishes are so welcomed by
employees that 28 per cent say
they would rather have them
than a pay rise, according to a
study by Samsung. But the
researchers also found that of the
200 employers asked 28 per cent
did not trust their staff enough to
make such concessions.

.

Bun defies sell-by date
A Chelsea bun that survived the
Battle of the Somme is to go on
display at Leominster Museum. It
was sent during the First World
War to Private Alec Hodges by
his sister Lily but he did not
received it. His daughter Hazel
Hodges, 82, said: “Lily knew my
father was fond of Chelsea buns
so she put one in a care parcel
and sent it to the front. But my
father had moved on by the time
it arrived and so it came back to
her address in the same little
brown box. She kept it on the
sideboard until her death.”

Missing Alice
has anorexia,
police reveal
Gabriella Swerling

Detectives have said that Alice Gross,
who went missing eight days ago, was
suffering from anorexia. Yesterday
police searched theGrandUnionCanal
where Alice, 14, was last seen on CCTV
and said they were increasingly con-
cerned about her health in case she had
collapsed.
Speaking on BBC London 94.9

Alice’s mother, Rosalind Hodgkiss, 50,
said: “Alice had been diagnosed with
anorexia and was going through a
tough time in a number of ways and we
are wondering whether her disappear-
ance had anything to dowith that. That
is the main reason why we have had
such concerns for her wellbeing, and
her health in particular.”
Police also revealed they had found a

rucksack containing some of Alice’s
possessions near the canal towpath
where she was last seen. Detective
Inspector Julie Willets, of the Metro-
politan Police, saidAlicewas carrying a
“purple rucksack that was quite recog-
nisable” and appealed for anyone who
might have seen it to come forward.
Alice left her home inHanwell,West

London, at 1pm on August 28. She told
herparents shewould return that even-
ing, but failed to return for dinner.
CCTV footage shows Alice, wearing

a dark grey t-shirt and jeans, walking
along the Grand Union Canal towards
Kewat2.23pmand later in thedirection
of her home in Hanwell at 3.45pm.
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Sailors accused of killing
rare colony of seahorses
Britain’s largest colony of seahorses
may have been wiped out by pleasure
boats, conservationists have claimed.
Studland Bay, in Dorset, is the only

place in Britain where both native
species — the spiny seahorse and the
short-snouted seahorse — are known
to breed.
The seahorses, whose numbers had

been recovering in recent years, make
theirhomeamongmeadowsof eelgrass
on the seabed. However, surveys this
summer revealed that their habitat had
been badly damaged by the anchors
and mooring ropes of up to 350 boats
that use the bay each day in July and
August.
Five years ago divers counted 40

spiny seahorses at Studland and one
pair of the short-snouted species. Last
year only four spiny seahorses were
found, despite hours of searching. A
similar survey this summer found only
one, a juvenile male.
Steve Trewhella, a marine conserva-

tionist, said: “Several divers have
searched Studland Bay two or three
timesaday for twoor threehoursa time
and this is still theonlyone seen in2014.

to protect this site before it is
and we lose them for ever.”
rrick-Maidment, director of

ahorse Trust, which has cam-
have Studland designated a

conservation zone, said: “Stud-
or was, the most important
seahorses in theUKandnow
y has all but gone.”
vationists believe that the eel-
the seabed has been uprooted
eer number of boats thatmoor

during the summer.
wever, boatownersdeny that they

are to blame. Jon Reed, from the Boat
Owners’ Response Group, said: “Stud-
land Bay has been used by generations
of boat owners . . . and eelgrass has al-
ways been there. Eel grass is very resil-
ient and if damaged it puts on a growth
spurt to recover.”

Simon de Bruxelles

Mushroom is life, but not as we know it
Hannah Devlin Science Editor

A mushroom-shaped sea crea-
ture that was discovered in the
1980s could represent an en-
tirely new branch of life, scien-
tists have concluded.
The asymmetric soft-bodied

life form has been classified as
an animal, rather than a plant
or a fungus, but beyond that
does not appear to fit into any
of the broad classifications.
Jorgen Olesen, from the

University of Copenhagen,
who led the research, told the
BBC: “We think it belongs in
the animal kingdom some-
where; the question is, where?”
The animals, which measure

only a few millimetres, consist
of a flattened disc and a stalk
with a mouth on the end.
Dr Olesen said the team had

published their findings on the
two known species, Dendro-
gramma enigmatica and Den-
drogramma discoides, as a “cry

for help” to the scientific com-
munity after finding that the
creatures do not share a basic
body plan with any of the rec-
ognised branches of the animal
kingdom. “Current evidence
suggest that they represent an
early branch on the tree of life,
with similarities to the 600
million-year-old extinct Edia-
cara fauna,” said Dr Olesen.
The organisms are described

in Plos One, the online
academic journal.

The only spiny
seahorse found
at Studland this
year
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Ferry crew turns the hose on migrants
The French want to
shift border controls
back to Dover after
more trouble in Calais,
Adam Sage reports

Dozens of migrants tried to storm a
ferry bound for Britain for a second
time amid growing calls by France for
David Cameron to help to tackle illegal
immigration across the Channel.
Riot police were deployed after up to

100 people breached security and tried
to run up the ramp of the Berlioz, oper-
ated by MyFerryLink. They retreated
after the crew raised the ramp and
turned a fire hose on them.
A spokesman for the operator said:

“The crew took immediate action to
ensure the ship’s security.”
A spokeswoman for theBorderForce

said: “The incidentwas quickly brought
under control and the French police
apprehended all those involved.”
Police reinforcements arrived in

Calais last night amid growing exasper-
ation in the town.
Natacha Bouchart, themayor of Cal-

ais, has threatened to blockade cross-
Channel traffic unless Britain offers
compensation for the millions of euros
she says the migrants are costing local

councils everyyear.Her threat iswidely
seenas anattempt to appease locals an-
gered by the 1,500 migrants estimated
to be using Calais as a base to reach the
UK. A further 200 arrive every week.
Calais has the highest rate of unem-

ployment in France — 17.7 per cent —
andmany residents say it cannot afford
to handle the crisis.
“It’s difficult enough here anyway

here without this,” said Annick Van
Tittelboom, pointing from the window
of her fine wine shop at hundreds of
migrants waiting for charity meals.
“I know they are all in unfortunate

circumstances, but there are just too
manyof themnowand theyarecausing
real harm to Calais’s image.”
She said that customers were desert-

ing her shop and she could find no buy-
ers for her house, which is on the
market.
Her husband blamed Britain for the

crisis. “What right do you have to block
them here?”he said, standing in the
among his wines, which include pres-
tigious labels such as Fleurie, from the
Beaujolais region. “You should be the
ones dealing with this, not us. It’s your
problem and we’re landed with it.”
The latest wave of migrants come

mainly from Eritrea, as well as from
Sudan, Ethiopia, Iraq, Syria and
Afghanistan. Their desperation is
manifest. When 10km traffic jams built
up around the port last week, somemi-

grants sought to get into caravans and
motorhomes driven by British tourists.
Last Wednesday an estimated 85

Africans broke through the metal
fencing around the port in an attempt
to clamber on to a ferry.
Theywerepushedbackby riotpolice,

but Jean-Marc Puissesseau, chairman
of the chamber of commerce and
industry, which runs the port, said:
“The situation is unacceptable and the

port is on the front line of what is a
siege.”
Ms Bouchart is pressing for border

controls to be moved to Dover, shifting
the crisis to the other side of the Chan-
nel. However, she has little hope of
securing David Cameron’s approval.
With Calais likely to remain at the

centre of the crisis formonths, Bernard
Cazeneuve, the French interior minis-
ter, has agreed to open a day centre for
migrants outside the town.
Thathas led to fearsof a replicaof the

shelter at Sangatte, which was shut 12
years ago. “If they set up another
Sangatte, I fear therewill beawarhere,”
said Ms Van Tittelboom.
Charlie Elphicke, Conservative MP

for Dover and Deal, said there needed
tobeaEurope-wide solution. “Britain is
not responsible for theCalais chaos,”he
said. “International action is required
to tackle the people traffickers driving
this problem. The EU needs to provide
active help, not stand idly by while
Dover and Calais bear the brunt.”
Amanuel, from Asmara, in Eritrea,

voiced astonishment. “We thought we
would have a good welcome from
Europe,” he said. “But it is terrible.”
He said he lived in amakeshift tent in

a camp, ate once a day and spent every
night trying to board a lorry bound for
Britain. He has been in Calais for six
weeks and notmade it yet. “Butwe’ll all
get there one day,” he said.

Woman finds stowaway in her car

A
British
woman
returning
from
France

found an migrant in
her Fiat Panda (Lucy
Holden writes).
Sue Taber spotted

him curled up behind
the driver’s seat as she
let her two dogs out of
the car. The man, who
is 5ft 8in and believed
to be aged between 18
and 20 “unfolded”
himself and jumped
out of the car
shouting: “I’m an

orphan, I’m an
orphan”.
Ms Taber had been

listening to a French
radio station’s phone-
in about the migrants
as she drove home
from the Eurotunnel
terminal at
Folkestone. She said
she believes the man
stowed himself in her
car while she was
having the passports
of her two dogs
checked in Calais. She
had felt something
kick against her seat
during the journey

but believed it to be
one of the dogs.
On discovering the

man, Ms Taber said
she told him “in no
uncertain terms” to
“get lost” and went to
phone police. The
man was arrested and
transferred to the
Home Office
Immigration
Enforcement unit.
Kent police said

that officers had
responded to reports
of a suspected illegal
immigrant in a car in
Shepherdswell.

We need to
too late and
Neil Garr
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Migrants try to storm a Channel ferry

Tsk, tsk This giant walrus in the Svalbard archipelago, Norway, seems used to being watched but lets
it be known who’s in charge. Walruses are also found along eastern Greenland and Franz Josef Land
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Tory MP has
a new name
for Speaker
Laura Pitel

It doesn’t take much for language in
Westminster to be deemed unparlia-
mentary, and the terms “stool pigeon”
and “pipsqueak” are enough to earn a
reprimand. The ToryMPMichael Fab-
ricant pushed the boundaries to a
whole new level yesterday, however,
when a row over the appointment of a
new Commons clerk was raised in the
chamber for the fourthconsecutiveday.
After being cut off by the Speaker,

John Bercow, while raising the issue of
the possible recruitment, Mr Fabricant
described him as “a bit of a knob”.
The Speaker has faced widespread

opposition toanattempt tohire anAus-
tralian official, Carol Mills, to fill the
role.
Yesterday Mr Fabricant reiterated

accusations thatMrBercowhadmisled
the Commons over Ms Mills’ possible
appointment. He has claimed that alle-
gations of misconduct in her depart-
ment were witheld from the selection
panel that appointed her. The Speaker
insisted that the MP was wrong. He
said: “Ihaveone slight advantageofyou
in this matter. That is, I was there and I
do know, and you weren’t and do not.”
Speaking afterwards, Mr Fabricant

toldThe Spectator: “I have had somany
messages of support from junior em-
ployees of thehouse saying go for it, the
Speaker is a c***. I don’t use language
like that, but I do thinkhe can be a bit of
a knob.”

Indian quarrel leaves
Kipling home to rot

T
he house in
Mumbai revered as
the birthplace of
Rudyard Kipling is
close to collapse

because of a quarrel about
whether a museum
proposed for the site should
honour him or Indian
cultural figures (Robin
Pagnamenta writes).
As fans of the author who

wrote The Jungle Book look

forward to
celebrating the 150th
anniversary of his
birth next year, the
historic colonial
bungalow at a
college where he
spent the first five
years of his life is
unoccupied,
decaying with
mould and
disintegrating in

heavy monsoon
rains.

Jagdish Patil,
the managing
director of the
Maharashtra
state tourism
department, said
that the site had
“international
value” and should
be developed into
a tourist attraction

that “could be
explored by all”.
However, Vishwanath

Sabale, dean of the
JJ School of Art,
which controls the
site, says that he does

not want it to be used to
honour the author, who was
an imperialist and remains
a controversial figure in
India. “We have proposed
using the bungalow to show
off our own collection of
paintings,” he said.
Rukmini Bhaya Nair, an

English professor at the
Indian Institute of
Technology in Delhi, said
that Kipling was still popular
in India, especially among
children. “He certainly was
an imperialist but he was far
more than that and he was a
very gifted writer . . . I think
Kipling’s house does need to
be preserved. You can’t say
everything associated with
the Raj must be
condemned.”
An earlier plan to develop

the bungalow into a
museum to honour Kipling
that was funded by the
Jindal Foundation, a charity
controlled by a wealthy
Indian industrialist, was
shelved years ago after it
was caught up in red tape.
Some critics believe that

the indecision may be driven
by something else: high land
prices in south Mumbai
mean that the site is
extremely valuable. If the
structure collapsed it could
be sold to developers.
Professor Sabale said that

it would “take time” to
resolve the dispute over the
bungalow, which sits in
extensive grounds and is
surrounded by lush
greenery.

A row is delaying
plans for a museum
at the birthplace,
left, of Rudyard
Kipling, author of
The Jungle Book
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A
neglected
horse
described
by its
rescuers

as the thinnest
living animal they
had ever seen has
made a remarkable
recovery. Polly, a
five-year-old bay,
was found abandoned
in a field in
Chalfont St Peter,
Buckinghamshire, in
February. Jeanette
Allen, the chief
executive of the Horse
Trust, said it was the
worst case of abuse she
had come across.
“It’s a miracle Polly is

still alive. We rate a
horse’s weight on a
scale from zero to five,
with three being a

healthy horse. Polly was a
zero. She had no fat on
her skin or even around
her vital organs,” she
said.
The 15-hand mare was

found with two other
horses, one of
which was put
down
immediately. The
other died a
week later. At
316kg, Polly
weighed half the
weight of a

normal mare, but within
six months she had
gained 150kg and now
weighs a healthy 466kg.
Volunteers said that

nursing her back to
health was a delicate
process as there was a
risk of death from
refeeding her too quickly,
and even the medicine
she required could have
killed her.
“It was a horrible

Catch-22 situation where
we had to treat her
worms to stop them
killing her but the
treatment itself could
have caused fatal
damage. The treatment

is absorbed by fat cells
and released slowly over
a few months, but she
had no fat and it would
have just swamped her
body,” Ms Allen said.
Polly was fed 7.5kg of

plain hay each day. “The
transformation is
unbelievable. She’s got
a group of male horses
who follow her
everywhere. When we
first got her we would
never have imagined
putting her in with other
horses. She could barely
have survived the
slightest brush.”

Ms Allen said Polly’s
micro-chips led
investigators back to a
veterinary clinic, not to
the owner.

CATERS

Nuclear closures set
to cause blackouts
The possibility of blackouts and factory
closures this winter has been raised
after one of Britain’s biggest energy
companies admitted that a quarter of
the country’s nuclear reactors could be
out of action until the end of the year.
EDF Energy said that it would take

longer than it first thought to fix techni-
cal faults on its twin reactors at Hey-
sham, in Lancashire, and Hartlepool.
That increases the risk that the lights

could go out if other power stations are
forced to close during winter evenings,
when demand for electricity peaks.
Manufacturers also said that electri-

city shortages — and resulting higher
power prices — could force some
factories to shut or cut production.
EDF Energy, which is 85 per cent

owned by the French government, said
that the four reactors would gradually
be restarted this winter, but could not
give specific dates.
“Depending on the progress of the

programme and any necessary modifi-
cations, the company expects there to
be a phased return to service between
the end of October and the end of
December,” it said.
There are fears that the repair work

could take even longer and slip into
next year. EDFEnergy had announced
the closure of the four reactors last
month, but said then that theywouldbe
back online by the middle of October.
Jeremy Nicholson, from the Energy

Intensive Users Group, which repre-
sents heavy industry, said: “The danger
with this kind of repair work is that,
even with the best intention, this work
will take longer than planned.”
He added that electricity prices

would rise if there was a cold snap this
winter before all the reactors had been
restarted. “This would hit industry and
could lead to temporary — or pro-
longed — factory closures or a reduc-
tion in production,” he warned.
Britain had already been facing an

electricity generation squeeze thiswin-
ter as old coal plants are closed to com-
ply with environmental legislation. A
slump in wholesale electricity prices,
caused in part by a glut of cheap power
generated by wind and solar farms, has
led to many gas plants being moth-
balled because they are unprofitable.
Ofgem, the regulator, had warned in

June that the spare generating capacity
above peak demand could be only
4.5per cent this winter. If half a dozen
largeplantshad to shut, this spare capa-
citywouldbewipedout, leaving theUK
with the threat of blackouts.
Since then EDF Energy has shut the

four nuclear reactors. In July part of
Ferrybridge coal-fired power station in
WestYorkshirewas forced to close after
a fire in July, and the operators of Bark-
ing gas plant said that they planned to
close it because of high gas prices.
National Grid said this week that the

plant closureshave forced it to set upan
emergency reserve of power stations.

Tim Webb

abandoned

we

ha

is

bo

pl

wh

nev
pu
hor

The Horse
Trust says
Polly
was the
thinnest
animal they
had seen

Polly, skin-and-bone
mare found dying in
field, bounces back
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1,000 child deaths a year ‘could be prevented’
One in five child deaths is preventable,
according to experts who have called
for urgent action to save 1,000 lives a
year fromaccidents, illness andneglect.
Doctorsmust be trained to explain to

parents when children’s illness become
life-threatening, while tougher safety
standards are needed on furniture and
home appliances, the researchers said.
Better road safety and improved

mental health services to stop children
taking their own lives are also needed,
according a series of papers published
inThe Lancet. Although younger child-
ren and babies are more likely to die, a

bigger proportion of teenage deaths
could have been avoided, they said.
About 5,000 children a year die in

England andWales but the researchers
found “modifiable factors” in 20 per
cent of them. Two thirds of fatal acci-
dents and suicides were found to be
avoidable, comparedwith29per centof
deaths from infections and 7 per cent
caused by genetic abnormalities.
“There’s a lot more that we could do

to reduce the risk to children,” said
Peter Sidebotham, associate professor
of childhealthat theUniversityofWar-
wick and the lead author of the papers.
Previous research has concluded

that 2,000 fewer children would die

every year if Britain’s death rate was as
low as Sweden’s.
Deaths have fallen hugely from

17,000 a year in the 1970s but improve-
ments were still needed, said Dr Side-
botham, pointing towards efforts to
make window blinds safer after several
children were strangled by cords.
Doctors also need better training in

helping parents to know what they
should be worried about when a child
was ill, he said. “A classic example is
where a family goes to the emergency
department with a child who’s unwell.
Doctors say ‘come back if it gets worse’
andparents are leftworryingabout ‘is it
worse or not?’ If we improved commu-

nication, we would tell parents what to
look out for, for example that crying
was less worrying than children who
were “listless and passive”.
Hilary Cass, president of the Royal

College of Paediatrics and Child
Health, said the report was “a serious
wake-up call for healthcare profession-
als and policymakers”.
6 Tougher restrictions on drugs and
pesticides and stronger safety meas-
ures on bridges are needed to stop
people taking theirown lives, theWorld
Health Organisation has said as it re-
ported that suicide is second only to
road accidents as the biggest killer of
young people.

Chris Smyth Health Correspondent

Why a long lie-in may be
too much of a good thing

Getting a goodnight’s sleep is known to
be important for health but scientists
have warned that spending too much
time snoozing could actually have a
negative impact.
A study found that those who spent

less than six hours or more than nine
hours asleepeachnightweremore like-
ly to take sick days. The analysis sug-
gested that the optimal sleep durations
with the lowest rate of absenteeism
were 7 hours, 38 minutes for women
and 7 hours, 46 minutes for men.
TeaLallukka,who led theworkat the

Finnish Institute of Occupational
Health, said: “Optimal sleep duration
should be promoted, as very long and
very short sleep indicate health prob-
lemsandsubsequent sicknessabsence.”
Those sleeping five hours or less, or

10 hours or more, were absent from
work every year for 4.6 to 8.9moredays
compared with those with the optimal
sleep length.
The study, which appears in this

month’s issue of the journal Sleep, fol-
lowed 3,760 men and women, aged 30
to 64 years, for an average of seven
years. The participants were asked
about their sleep habits and were given
physical examinations to determine
general health.
Data for work absences owing to

sickness were gathered from the Social
Insurance Institutionof Finland,which
tracks all sickness absences lasting
more than 10 days.
The authors ruled out the possibility

that people were simply spending time
languishing inbedwhile ill, as they took
health into account separately.
The scientists are not sure why

spending excessive amounts of time
asleepmight be harmful and do not re-
commend forcing yourself to stay
awake if you feel fit and healthy. “There
are some people that physiologically
manage with little sleep, or need more
sleep,” saidDrLallukka. “If youare fine,
not tired and can function normally at
daytime, there is no need to shorten or
lengthen time in bed.”

Hannah Devlin Science Editor

Month of myth Liam Mower and Edward Watson star in an extract from Matthew
Bourne’s Swan Lake, part of a myth season with Deloitte Ignite at Covent Garden
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Ed better persuade the Scots or he’s doomed
If Labour loses its Scottish MPs after independence it can wave goodbye to winning a general election

I
magine if the Tories had won the
1964 general election and, from
that platform, proceeded to win
again in 1966. Liberal laws on
censorship, abortion, divorce and

homosexuality and the abolition of
capital punishment would all either
not have happened or, more likely, be
the crowning achievement of the
Tory home secretary Quintin Hogg.
Imagine the Tories carry on until,

in February 1974, they win again,
albeit as a minority. Imagine a
country in which uninterrupted
Conservative government is feasible
from 1951 to 1997. Imagine this
country. It isn’t hard to do. That
country is Great Britain with
Scotland taken out.
It is not certain, without the

support provided by Scottish seats,
that the Labour party would have
held off the Social Democratic Party
in 1987. From the moment Keir
Hardie stood in the Mid-Lanark
byelection in 1888 all the way
through to Ed Miliband’s speech
yesterday not far away in Blantyre,
South Lanarkshire, the Labour party
could hardly exist if it were not for
the support of Scotland.
This is a phenomenon with a long

heritage. The best historian of
modern Scotland, Tom Devine,
shows in The Scottish Nation: 1700-
2007 that in nine general elections
between 1832 and 1868 the Tories
won only seven seats there. Later a
brief surge over Home Rule fizzled
out in the 1960s as the skilled

Protestant working class stopped
voting with their religion and started
voting with their social class.
Labour has had a majority of the

seats in Scotland at every general
election since 1955. These days the
Tories have just one MP in Scotland,
something of a recovery from 1997
when they had none. Were it not for
the 41 Scottish Labour seats, the
residual Britain would now have a
Tory government with an overall
majority. If 2010 had brought no
coalition, there would have been no
defections from the Lib Dems to
Labour. Reform of the parliamentary
boundaries would have passed. Even
with Ukip in double figures, an
outright Tory victory would be likely
in May of next year.
That is why, with the polls drifting

towards independence, Ed Miliband
belatedly gave a speech of existential
importance yesterday. His brand of
Labour politics will die if Scotland
votes for independence on September
18. Note that is not the same as saying
that the Labour party need disappear

in a residual Britain. It is not quite
true to say, as George Galloway put it,
that breaking up the union would
“doom the English working people to
permanent Tory rule”. Moderate
Labour can win regardless and the
loss of Scotland would only have
reduced Tony Blair’s majorities from
huge to merely viable.
It is very unlikely, though, that any

offer pitched to the left of Mr Blair’s
Labour could prevail without the
insurance of Scottish seats. Mr
Miliband’s political strategy has been,
explicitly, to do just that — to win a

vintage Labour victory, to the left of
the compromise-too-far Blairism of
those traitorous years of success.
Mr Miliband has been alerted to

this nuclear threat. He could win a
victory in 2015, before separation,
that would be instantly anomalous
and illegitimate because it was
gained with votes from a foreign
nation, but he could never win again.
Not unless he entirely reinvented
who he is. That is why Mr Miliband
broke the fragile consensus of the
Better Together campaign and made
a concertedly political speech about
social justice. He needed to show
that he can deliver Scotland from
Tory rule at Westminster because, in
the right light, independence can
look like the high road to socialism.
This is partly Labour’s own fault.

The Scottish National Party (SNP)
has run hard on the supposed threat
to the NHS from the London Tories.
The only way to save public
healthcare, they say, is to secede.
Unfortunately, Labour is in no
position to dispute the SNPcalumny
that the NHS is on the verge of
collapse because this has been
precisely Andy Burnham’s position as
shadow health secretary. The long
years of intellectual dullness, in
which Scottish Labour has remained
opposed to public sector reform,
statist and bereft of imagination, are
catching up with it now.
Which is why Mr Miliband had to

thump the tub on social justice.
Without such an intervention, the
case for independence is drifting
along on a gentle tide of utopian
hope. The grave problems of cross-
border pension liabilities, a finite oil
supply and a lost currency are all
wished away. Independence is a
vague idea that, left undefined,
covers a range of current ailments.
Scorn for far-away elites, a hunger
for local power, disenchantment with

politics. Independence is a cure-all.
Just as long as no specific question

is ever asked. What currency will the
new nation have? Do we have a
defence strategy? Will science
funding flee? Will Berwick-upon-
Tweed become the new Calais? Will
the EUoverride the objections of
Spain and admit Scotland? Will we
join the euro? Who bails out RBSthe
next time it crashes? Can we stay in
Nato? Never mind all those tricky
questions. The case for Yes reads like
extracts from Hugh MacDiarmid’s
Golden Treasury of Scottish Poetry.
Independence is just so cool. Irvine
Welsh thinks so and he’s so cool he
lives in America.
Taking the sane case is proving a

psychological burden for the Labour
group running the Better Together
campaign. The team is comprised of

smart political veterans and their
organisation is good. The message,
though, doesn’t catch fire. Labour
people are better when they are
arguing indignantly for change, fired
by social injustice. With the
exception of the admirable Jim
Murphy, touring 100 towns on his
Irn-Bru crates, they have been less
comfortable with a passion-free case
for the status quo. Yesterday Mr
Miliband was trying to give them a
script for the last days of the war.
For someone more at home with

the Blairites in the Labour party
than the blah-blah-ites who usually
run the show, flirting with Scottish
nationalism is a guilty pleasure. A
Labour party that was not anchored
to the left by Scottish seats would be
a Labour party more to my taste.
But this is a trivial reason to break

a union of three centuries’ standing.
To wish away a settlement for
meagre sway within a party is just
too pathetic. Breaking the Union
buys romantic illusions at exorbitant
cost. Labour strategists are convinced
that their canvassing returns, which
tell them old people will stick with
No, are more accurate than the
narrowing polls. They are probably
right. They’d better be, for their own
sake, let alone Scotland’s.

Ed Miliband was giving Labour a script
for the last days of the referendum war
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Today Showers will affect Italy and Greece but many places will have a dry day with sunshine. Max 35C (95F), min 3C (37F)
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Alicante 32 Sunny
Amsterdam 20 Sunny
Athens 29 Sunny
Barcelona 25 Thunder
Belgrade 20 Rain
Berlin 26 Sunny
Brussels 24 Shower
Bucharest 26 Cloudy
Budapest 27 Cloudy
Corfu 24 Sunny
Faro 24 Sunny
Florence 28 Sunny
Frankfurt 24 Cloudy
Geneva 24 Sunny
Gibraltar 29 Sunny

Helsinki 17 Sunny
Innsbruck 19 Rain
Istanbul 26 Thunder
Lanzarote 23 Sunny
Las Palmas 23 Sunny
Lisbon 22 Sunny
Madeira 25 Thunder
Madrid 28 Sunny
Majorca 26 Thunder
Malaga 32 Sunny
Malta 26 Sunny
Milan 26 Sunny
Moscow 22 Sunny
Munich 22 Thunder
Naples 24 Rain

Nice 26 Sunny
Nicosia 27 Shower
Oslo 18 Sunny
Paris 23 Shower
Prague 25 Sunny
Reykjavik 11 Cloudy
Rhodes 26 Sunny
Rome 27 Sunny
Salzburg 22 Sunny
St Petersburg 17 Sunny
Stockholm 20 Sunny
Tenerife 22 Sunny
Venice 28 Sunny
Vienna 23 Shower
Warsaw 23 Sunny

Today’s temperatures forecast for noon

Forecast for noon today. Wind speed in mph.
Temperatures maximum for day, degrees C

thetimes.co.uk

Noon today

Portugal, Spain, southern and central France
The small risk of a shower but most places will
have a fine day with long spells of hot sunshine.
Maximum 35C (95F), minimum 6C (43F).

Northern France, Belgium, Netherlands,
southern Germany, the Alps
Some sunny spells, but developing cloud will also
bring the risk of showers, locally heavy with
thunder. Maximum 29C (84F), minimum 7C (45F).

Northern Germany, Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Poland, the Baltic states, Sweden
Any early mist will clear to leave a fine day with
long sunny spells. Maximum 29C (84F), minimum
11C (52F).

Norway, Finland, northern Russia
Some dry and sunny spells, but cloudier in the
north with showers or perhaps a longer spell of

rain. Maximum 21C (70F), minimum 3C (37F).

Western Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, Hungary,
Romania, Turkey
Fine with almost unbroken sunshine.
Maximum 35C (95F), minimum 9C (48F).

Italy, the Balkans, Romania
Patchy cloud throughout the day, with a
scattering of showers, heavy over southern Italy.
Maximum 34C (93F), minimum 6C (43F).

British Isles
Cloudy over Scotland and Ireland with some rain.
Drier and brighter over England and Wales.
Maximum 22C (72F), minimum 5C (41F).

Outlook
Staying showery over Greece and Italy. Mainly dry
elsewhere with sunny spells.
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Helen Rumbelow Notebook

The UK’s secret intelligence service is unrivalled – and Scotland simply cannot replicate it

A Yes vote brings grave security dangers

O
n September 18 voters in
Scotland decide whether
to stay in the Union or to
separate from the rest of
the United Kingdom. In

the event of separation, the Scottish
government proposes the creation of
a new security service.
This new agency would inherit

responsibility for protecting Scottish
interests and securing the wellbeing
and safety of Scottish citizens at
home and abroad. In a complex and
fast-changing world, this is a heavy
responsibility. In my view the
Scottish government proposals will
not offer the level of protection and
support currently provided by the
highly sophisticated British security
and intelligence agencies.
Our Secret Intelligence Service

(MI6), which I had the privilege of
leading as “C” from 2004 to 2009,
was founded in 1909. It is the oldest,
continuously active foreign
intelligence service in the world. It is
universally respected and, along with
MI5 and GCHQ, represents a major
asset for the United Kingdom.
The British security and

intelligence services have protected
our country through two world wars,
the Cold War and the turbulent
aftermath. The United Kingdom is
an unusually open and tolerant
society exceptionally dependent

upon and vulnerable to events in the
outside world.
But as we are now reminded, we

live in unstable times. We must
follow and understand jihadi
extremism and related terrorist
threats; deep-rooted regional
instability; the policies and ambitions
of authoritarian states; the ever-
present threat of inter-state conflict,
including now on our own continent
on the borders of our Nato alliance.
And all this against the background
of rapid economic, demographic,
social and technological change and
fundamental shifts in the global
balance of power.
These uncertainties affect all of us;

none of the UK’s constituent nations
is immune from their effects. The
same is true for all Nato and EU
countries, big and small.
I know from 38 years’ professional

experience that secret intelligence

makes an essential contribution to
our ability to survive and prosper in
this world. Time and again reporting
from secret agents has alerted us to
terrorist plots against this country;
to the thinking of authoritarian
states and leaders who are working
against our interests; to the
development of new threats to
our prosperity.
This secret intelligence does not

arrive automatically. It has to be
earned through independent, highly

developed agent-running skills,
investigative and technological
prowess, exceptionally close and
trusting relations with intelligence
allies, historic partners in Europe
(our intelligence relationship
with France goes back a hundred
years) and elsewhere, and our
day-to-day links with dozens of
foreign services that provide critical
reporting on terrorist and other
threats — reporting that helps to
keep our people safe, wherever they
may be.
These skills and our deep

experience are admired by friends
and feared by opponents. Above all,

our friends admire the model of our
security and intelligence community:
our political independence and the
way we work closely together while
developing our specialised skills in
three separate services.
SIS/MI6 and our intelligence

community are, of course, the work
of all the nations of the United
Kingdom, built up over decades,
work that simply cannot be

replicated in just a few years to offer
anything like the level of protection
currently achieved by the UK as a
whole.
Throughout our history a leading

role has been played by Scots or
those like me — and indeed our
great wartime chief, Sir Stewart
Menzies — from Scottish families:
my grandparents came to London
from Penicuik, Midlothian. Deep
British patriotism, pride in the
outstanding history and
achievements of the United
Kingdom and commitment to the
safety, prosperity and independence
of our people have always been a
feature of the British services. So it
remains — and must continue to
remain for the next hundred years
and more.

Sir John McLeod Scarlett was Chief of
the Secret Intelligence Service 2004-09
and is a member of the board of Times
Newspapers Limited

We rely on intelligence services to
warn us of extreme jihadist threatsTime and again secret

agents’ reports alert
us to terrorist plots

John
Scarlett

No sex please, we’re
French – what an
absurd anachronism
Charles Bremner

A
s an act of revenge it
would be hard to beat the
kiss-and-tell book that
Valérie Trierweiler has just
inflicted on François

Hollande. The scorned former
première dame has deployed her
journalist’s skill to shred the remnants
of the president’s authority. She
depicts the hapless socialist as a
cynical liar who has betrayed a
gullible electorate in the same way
that he duped her with Julie Gayet, an
actress. It is a rollicking tale of passion
and treachery in the palace, a mix of
Molière and boulevard comedy.
Yet if you are one of the eight

million French people who get their
news from the TV channel France 2
you would be in the dark. On
Wednesday night, after France had
spent the day talking of little else, the
equivalent of BBC One relegated the
Trierweiler bombshell to a tiny item
at the end of the half-hour bulletin.

Ms Trierweiler had aired “intimate,
even indecent details” about the
president’s life, so the network had
decided not to touch her book, which
“does not elevate political life and
even less its author”, viewers heard.
France 2 had leapt back to the 1960s
when Charles de Gaulle’s ORTF
broadcaster used to send news script
to the Elysée Palace for vetting.
Ms Trierweiler’s revenge dominated

the news on the commercial outlets,
but the France 2 editors decided that
it was unfitting to acquaint the people
with tittle-tattle involving unseemly
conduct by its elected royalty. In the
age of Twitter and 24-hour news, this
is an astonishing anachronism. It
reminds me of the old Soviet Union
when the news would be full of heroic
harvesters and no mention of an
Aeroflot aircraft crash on the
outskirts of Moscow.
The French media have shed many

old taboos in the three decades since
they declined to acquaint the country
with President Mitterrand’s extra-
conjugal household. This year’s
exposure by a gossip magazine of
Mr Hollande’s scooter-borne dalliance
would have been unthinkable a
decade ago. But the patronising reflex
to cover up dies hard, especially with
the public broadcast networks. It
protects not just the presidency but
the whole governing class, ensuring
that it remains less accountable than
in most of the rest of western Europe.
The first step to ending this

unhealthy deference to power would
be to abandon the system of
monarchy that France elects every
five years. Out of the palace, the
political bosses would become
ordinary mortals answerable to
parliament and hence more directly
to the people.

The National
Trust? It’s a
middle-class
McDonald’s

W
hen your partner is
that bit older than
you, you witness
ageing in preview. I
remember the

moment — this time last year, on
Brownsea Island in Dorset — that
my boyfriend succumbed: he’d got
chatting to a volunteer in some cords
and shocked me by ending up with a
year’s National Trust membership.
He looked already greyer, but more
contented. “We just can’t pretend any
more,” he said. “It’s time.”
But with most of the year stuck

inside the M25, a National Trust
desert, this summer we had to let rip
before our pass expired. As we
criss-crossed the country, I cross-
referenced maps to make sure we
swapped a service station burger for a
nip into any random National Trust
property: golden arches for the green
acorn. As we swung from Charlecote
to Calke, there was always a
collective sigh when we rumbled over
the car park cattle grid. We

were safe now, no surprises, no lapses.
That is the McDonald’s formula

for well-branded chains: guarantee a
uniform experience, every Big Mac
the same. The National Trust is the
McDonald’s of the middle-class
middle-aged. In every café a slice of
lemon drizzle; in every gift shop a
trowel with a floral handle and a
pot of damson jam in a cloth
bonnet. Behind a velvet rope an
ornate table is laid for a long-
dead colonial plunderer who
will never come for dinner.
And outside, a ha-ha.
There’s always a ha-ha.
McDonald’s are urban

havens, specialising in the
young. For the price of one
McFlurry they can hang out
for an afternoon. McDonald’s
employs sulky teens too,
converting them so they
radiate the happiness of deep
brand devotion. The National
Trust does the same for the
other end of life: their
volunteers are old, but no
curmudgeons: no one burns
with more mad evangelical
smileyness than a
septuagenarian in a National
Trust fleece.
It’s easy to mock, but I’m

resisting. I took my late
father to a National Trust
property when he was frail. I knew
they — as one — would be tender to
us, and I was right. They ministered.

Although unthinkable to both
parties, it’s possible a united McTrust
could stand for something good.

Bare facts

On walking through a
National Trust nudist area,
Knoll Beach in Dorset, our

children flung off their
clothes, skewing the
demographic of male

pensioners displaying
gravity’s effects. Then
we ran into an even
weirder life form
collapsed in the
sand: a giant blob
of jelly the size of
a space hopper.
My daughter
screamed and
ran, plunging her
foot into another

blob, and
another.
Barrel
jellyfish, we

were told,
infesting our
shores this
summer. That
they targeted
this nudist beach

must be nature’s
way of telling us to
wear more shorts.
An eccentric group

gathered around to exclaim.
One wrinkling nudist told

us that jellyfish are the only animals
— specifically a tiny species called
Turritopsis dohrnii— that are
immortal. After they reproduce, they
can return themselves to baby-state
and start again. It’s true.
We spent the rest of the summer

asking people the Jellyfish
Question: if after having kids you
got to begin again as a baby, would
you? And miss the rest? The
National Trust and all?

Secrets of the sole

A fter my boyfriend bought some
beach shoes, the salesman
pointed out to him a secret

compartment in the sole for his
“stash”. So flattering! So handy for
the key to the allotment!
I had this in mind at the violent

end-of-summer ritual in our local
shoe shop: under toppling stacks of
Start-rites, fortysomething mothers,
me included, were battling their pre-
teen daughters. No to the school
shoes with a secret box in the heel
for a hidden doll. They’ve got the
look of something that inmates at a
women’s prison would fashion to
smuggle heroin past the guards.
Then I realised, that is truth of it.

The girls are just trying to smuggle a
bit of Disney-crack past us, their femi-
Nazi guards. What you would hide in
your shoe is the key to your soul.

Such deference makes
the ruling classes
less accountable
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We’ve lost our way when it comes to road signs
Britain’s elegantly simple signage has been saving lives for years – but now it’s vanishing in a thicket of kerbside clutter

S
ome things work best when
you notice them least. Spies,
for example, and lungs. And
sewers.
There is no better example

of unobtrusive effectiveness than the
Great British Road Sign: a
pioneering, unchanging, unheralded
and elegant example of functional
graphic design that has been quietly
directing the traffic, and saving lives,
for half a century.
British road signage is the best in

the world, a clear and distinctive
combination of colour coding,
symbols and pictograms that has
been copied by many other countries.
When foreign road signs are
Latinised, they are usually written in
“Transport”, the font specifically
invented for British road signs —
signs that are so fully absorbed into
our everyday visual landscape that
we don’t notice we are noticing them.
And yet traditional British road

signage, a triumph of postwar design,
is under threat as never before,

jostled and obscured by the
increasing clutter on our roadsides,
an ugly, spreading thicket of signs
instructing, warning, selling and
generally providing vast amounts of
information that motorists do not
actually need to get from one place
to another safely and quickly.
The virtue of the British road sign

is its simplicity and precision. Today
motorists are visually bombarded to
a degree that is not just confusing
and irritating, but dangerous, since
drivers do not have time to absorb all
the information being thrown at
them. Numerous studies have shown
that reducing road signage cuts
down accidents, yet signs continue to

sprout and proliferate along our
roads at a bewildering rate.
By the early 1960s Britain’s road

signage system was a mess, a
hodgepodge of different signs
produced by various authorities,
councils and private bodies,
haphazard, inconsistent and unsafe.
In 1963 two graphic designers, Jock

Kinneir and Margaret Calvert, set out
to invent a standardised countrywide
system of signage, and launched the

most radical revolution in motoring
since the invention of tarmac.
The unsung architects of the

modern roadscape, Kinneir and
Calvert created a masterpiece, both
practical and stylish — with place
names usually in lower case
(Edinburgh can be read faster than
EDINBURGH), a simple colour
scheme and a new typeface with
bold, rounded letters and consistent
spacing, legible at 70mph and
perfectly undistracting.
Earlier signs had often spelt out in

words what was up ahead. Kinneir
and Calvert drew simple pictograms
instead, most of which are still in use:
the girl leading her little brother to
school (replacing the public schoolboy
in cap), the impossibly crossed skid
marks of the swerving car.
Their images are reminiscent of an

earlier Britain: the warning for a level
crossing without barrier is a toy
steam train; the cars are 1950s
models. The final result was a
triumph of visual logic and a classic of
British modernist design. But it also
worked, communicating essential
information clearly, quickly and
effectively and reducing accidents.
The number of vehicles on Britain’s
roads has tripled in 50 years, but the
number of road deaths is one quarter
of what it was when these pioneers
set out to direct the traffic by design.
Their designs survive almost

unchanged, but increasingly
competing for space with acres of new
signage: bald, boring, commercial and
frequently superfluous. Later designs
lack the delicate touch of Kinneir and
Calvert. The modern sign for frail
pedestrians depicts a stooped old
couple, shuffling towards death.
In a society apparently unable to

protect itself against the most obvious
dangers (peanut butter that “may
contain nuts”), too many road signs

are intended to cajole, caution and
browbeat rather than inform: the
obnoxious speed camera signs,
endlessly repeated, for mile after
finger-wagging mile; signs demanding
“Stop when lights how” (really?) or
“Reduce speed now” (as if one would
normally accelerate into a
roundabout); and the exquisitely
pointless “Sign not in use”.
Kinneir and Calvert minimised

distractions, so that motorists could
concentrate on driving. Today drivers
are pummelled with so many
messages, offering hamburgers and
tourist attractions, they are likely to
miss the ones that actually matter.
Many Scottish road signs have

been expanded to incorporate Gaelic
translations of place names, often in
parts of Scotland where no one
speaks Gaelic. The sign to Glasgow is
now twice the size and in three
colours, because it must also point
the way to “Glaschu”. So far from
enhancing the tourist experience, it
merely blots out more of the view. A
report last year by Transport
Scotland found that bilingual signs
force motorists to concentrate
harder, not on driving but on trying
to understand the signs.
Today’s plethora of road signs

insistently demand to be noticed; the
Kinneir-Calvert system, by contrast,
was instantly intelligible without ever
being obtrusive, and that was its
genius. Kinneir himself compared
road signage to “oil in an engine,
without which the moving parts
would seize up”. But Britain’s
roadsides are now almost as messy
and confusing as they were before
the designers of the 1960s set out to
rationalise the system.
For decades Kinneir and Calvert

managed to keep the traffic moving
by coining a simple, clever and
rather beautiful language of images,
colours and letters, a kerbside lingua
franca that spread across the globe.
British designers clearly signposted

the way forward for our roads; but
somehow, along the way, we
managed to get lost.

Drivers pummelled
with messages miss
the ones that matter

The roadside lingua
franca keeps the traffic
moving worldwide
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The Value of a Life
Nato allies must agree not to pay ransoms to free hostages.
Instead the terrorists should be hunted down and punished

The atrocious threats levelled by Islamic State
against the kidnapped security consultant David
Haines should be a matter of grave anxiety not
only for his anguished family but for all those con-
cerned with the defence of western values. The
Islamic State (formerly Isis) has demonstrated its
ruthlessness in the decapitation of the two Amer-
ican journalists James Foley and Steven Sotloff.
No one would wish a similar fate onMrHaines or
any of the more than 20 prisoners being held by
the group. Many will understandably question
why Britain, unlike other European countries,
does not allowor facilitate the payment of ransom
to terrorists.
The British government’s position is uncom-

fortable but clear: paying for the freedomof a cap-
tive actively raises the chances of others being
seized. It helps to create a sinistermarket inwhich
westerners can only lose. Those states that do pay
ransoms, France, Italy, Germany and Spain, have
all been involved in such payments under various
guises. It has not bought them immunity from
future kidnappings. On the contrary they have
made their citizens part of the morally repugnant
accounting system of terrorist groups; paid-for
hostages contribute to their cash flow.
ANew York Times investigation recently found

that al-Qaeda and its affiliates had harvested at
least $125 million in revenue from kidnappings
since 2008. In Iraq and Syria the whole nature of
terrorism has been changed by the ransom busi-
ness to such a degree that gangs seize westerners
with the sole purpose of selling them on to the
Islamic State.
None of this is reassuring for British or Amer-

icanhostages.A refusal to strike a deal canbe seen
by friends and families as the wilful neglect of a
citizen. The government’s obligation to the safety
and welfare of its citizens has, however, to be
framed in different terms. They have to make the
public commitment to hunt down thosewho have
seized aidworkers or journalists and punish them.
If possible, they also have to free the hostages.
They should not be rewarding the terrorists with
huge amounts of cash.
DavidCameroncertainly faces someofhismost

personally difficult decisions as the hunt for the
British hostage intensifies over the comingweeks.
Satellite technology, the skills of the special forces
and the tracking expertise of GCHQdo, however,
make it possible to locate captives. The prisoners
of Islamic State are probably in Raqqa province in
eastern Syria. Yet they could well be dispersed,
moved frequently.The failedUSrescueattempt in

Raqqa inearly Julyhighlighted theproblemsof re-
leasing them by force. The government has to
weigh carefully the chances and risks of securing
their freedom.
The jihadists consider their hostages to be not

only money earners but a deterrent to western
action. They should be disabused of this. The
Islamic State is a phantom state that manufac-
tures nothing but fear. It is this fear that has to be
confronted if the group is to be broken. Nato
leaders have the firepower to strike their com-
mandcentres,whichhavebeen identifiedbywest-
ern intelligence agencies. Destroy the group’s
chain of command and you not only eradicate a
globalmenace, but also cut back its ability to act as
a hostage taker.
Last year Mr Cameron placed criticism of ran-

som payments on the agenda of the G8 countries.
European nations, many of them Nato members,
have pressed ahead with payments anyway. They
shouldbe remindedofpromisesmadeandbroken.
Onlyaunitedwestern fronthas ahopeof stopping
the scourge of this violent, self-proclaimed cali-
phate. It must start with the basic shared concern
for our citizens currently in the hands of jihadists.
Yet it cannot end there. This is not themoment to
flinch from action.

Setting Targets
The education secretary is right about setting

The question of selection by ability is just about
the most contentious issue in education policy. A
great battle has been fought, not least in the Con-
servative party, over grammar schools. This once
reduced Tony Crosland, the former Labour edu-
cation secretary, to a fit of undignified swearing.
The argument goes on, by proxy, in the related

discussions of streaming and setting.Whereas se-
lection separates children into different institu-
tions, usually at the age of 11, streaming divides
them by ability within a school (for all subjects).
The practice of setting is a more refined separa-
tion inwhich pupils are grouped by ability, subject
by subject. A child may be in the second set for
mathematics but the top set for English.
Thepracticeof setting iswidespread thoughnot

uniform inBritish schools. It is not, however, com-
pulsory. Reports that the education secretary,
NickyMorgan, planned tomake it sowere quickly
denied yesterday but there was no need for the
denial. There is agoodcase for settingandnoneed
for the government to shy away from taking the
powers needed.
Strictly speaking, the mooted proposal would

not make setting compulsory. Ms Morgan was
proposing that the regulator,Ofsted, shouldnotbe
permitted to grant an “outstanding” rating to any
school that does not set its pupils. That is not all
the way to compulsion but it would clearly be a
strong incentive.
Setting is a clear aid to teachers because teach-

ing classes with a wide range of abilities is more
difficult than one that is more tightly grouped.
Finding relevant material for a class of unequal
capacities is troublesome. Inspiring oversized
classes of recalcitrant GCSE students speaking a
variety of mother tongues to engage with, say, a
Shakespeare play, must be hard enough. Why
make it even harder for that teacher by asking
them to cater, simultaneously, for a student with
the potential to get a top grade, and a student for
whoma solid passwould be a proud achievement?
The case for mixed-ability teaching is that the

attainment of the less able pupils is raised by their
proximity to the cleverer ones. The evidence on
this proposition is sketchy and, in any case, the
brighter pupils should not be used as a means of
helping the others. An Ofsted report in June last

year showed that the most able students in
secondary schools were underachieving. A key
reason is that “schools do not routinely give the
same attention to themost able as they do to low-
attaining students”.
Setting can, in any case, be better for less

academic pupils too. If lower sets are given good
teachers and the smallest class sizes, then setting
can be an efficient way of targeting resources at
the pupils who need them most. This is a way of
helping the least able pupils without consigning
them to the bottom set for all subjects, which is
how students are wrongly written off.
To dictate teaching policy to schools does seem

like the sort of centralisation that the government
has criticised. The previous education secretary,
Michael Gove, made it an article of faith that
headteachers should enjoy maximum autonomy.
That did not stop him having strong views on the
contents of the history curriculum, for example.
There is always a balance between local and cen-
tral authorityandoftena tensionbetween the two.
The case for setting is clear though, and the gov-
ernment should proceed as planned.

Ancient Wisdom
On great matters of state, Boris Johnson defers to Pericles

Should London be flattered or worried? The man
who would be the next MP for Uxbridge and
SouthRuislip says the city ofwhichhe is currently
mayor is carrying the mantle of Periclean Athens
into the 21st century.
Londonstands for freedom,openness and toler-

ance as Athens did 2,500 years ago, says Boris
Johnson. In fact, of course, it stands for deeper
freedom and broader tolerance than Athens ever
knew. SodoManchester andBridlington,Barrow-
in-Furness and Ashby-de-la-Zouch. Slavery is
outlawedandwomen learn, vote andwork in all of
them. It isdoubtful that theParthenonwouldhave

been built without slaves, and women in 5th-
century Athens scarcely moved from the hearth
unless specially educated to talk to men about
more than housekeeping and children.
But enough of quibbling.Mr Johnson is broadly

right. Athens in the age of Pericles was spectacu-
larly free compared with its neighbours and with
what came before and after. And that is why, if the
past is any guide to the future, London may have
reason to be worried.
Athens’ golden age ended in slaughter. Enemies

ganged up on the city state that dared to heed its
citizens, and Pericles was forced into a passionate

defence of liberty as a recipe for strength rather
than weakness. “We live exactly as we please, and
yetare just as ready toencountereverydanger,”he
proclaimed — over the bodies of the fallen, early
in the 27-year Peloponnesian war.
Taking his cue from antiquity, Mr Johnson told

an invited audience at a think-tank last night that
modern democratic freedoms faced global
enemies. “We must fight these enemies,” he said,
and sowemust. In themeantime it’s worth noting
that the think-tank hosting the event was funded
by the UAE, where a little more freedom, open-
ness and tolerance would not go amiss.

Daily Universal Register

UK: Nato summit in south Wales concludes;
Green Party autumn conference opens;
Conservative Party announce their shortlist
of candidates — including the mayor of
London, Boris Johnson, for the Uxbridge
and South Ruislip seat; Deloitte Ignite
Festival, the annual contemporary arts
festival at the Royal Opera House, opens
Europe: EU to decide on fresh sanctions
against Russia in crisis with Ukraine

Ospreys heading
south are being
reported in many
places, and this
weekend it is worth
looking out for one
of them over any

estuary, large lake or reservoir. They are big
fish-hawks, immediately recognisable since
they are a gleaming white beneath. They
have dark brown backs and a black line
through the eye. They often sit in a dead
tree on the lakeside. They fish by plunging
into the water with their great talons
outspread. They are in no hurry on their
journey, and may stay around a stretch of
water which has desirable fish for several
days. Other noticeable migrants are
common terns.They are like slim, dainty
gulls, with a red beak and a forked tail, and
small parties of them can be seen passing
along broad rivers or the coast. The smaller
birds mostly pass unnoticed except by
dedicated watchers on hills and cliffs, who
often see them streaming by. Yet one can
sometimes just glance up in the early
morning in a town and see a flock of
skylarks or swallows going overhead. In
fields near estuaries or the sea, one may find
a flock of yellow wagtails running about
picking up insects round the feet of grazing
sheep or cows. derwent may

Tracy Edwards, pictured,
yachtswoman, skipper of
the first female crew to
sail around the world
(1989) and sportswoman
of the year (1990), 52;
Aileen Adams, emeritus
consultant anaesthetist,

Addenbrooke’s Hospital Cambridge, 91;
Meg Beresford, general secretary, CND
(1985-90), 77; Dick Clement, scriptwriter,
Porridge (1974-76) 77;Werner Herzog,
film and opera director, Nosferatu the
Vampyre (1979), Queen of the Desert (2015),
72; Baroness (Valerie) Howarth of
Breckland, founder, ChildLine, 74; Lord
Julian Hunt of Chesterton, chief executive,
Meteorological Office (1992-97), 73;
Michael Keaton, actor, Batman (1989)
Birdman (2014), 63; Baroness (Doreen)
Massey of Darwen, chairwoman,
National Treatment Agency (2001-13), 76;
Elizabeth Meek, chairwoman, Centre for
London, 64; Jean Rankine, deputy director,
British Museum (1983-97), 73; Raquel
Welch, actress, Bedazzled (1967), Legally
Blonde (2001), 74.

In 1774 America’s first Continental Congress
was convened in Philadelphia; in 1800
French troops occupying Malta surrendered
to the British; in 1972 at the Olympic Games
in Munich, Palestinian terrorists killed two
members of the Israeli team and took nine
more hostage, all of whom were killed in an
ensuing battle; in 1975 an apparent
assassination attempt against the US
president Gerald R Ford was foiled.

“Democracy substitutes election by the
incompetent many for appointment by the
corrupt few.” George Bernard Shaw
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Letters to the Editor

Corrections and
clarifications

Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email
to feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post
to Feedback, The Times, 1 London
Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF

1 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9GF
Email: letters@thetimes.co.uk

Arresting thought
Sir, I am surprised that Hampshire
Constabulary, in consultation with the
Crown Prosecution Service,
concluded that it was necessary to
seek a European Arrest Warrant
(EAW) in the case of Ashya King.
The EAW requires prima facie

evidence and cannot be used for the
purpose of obtaining further evidence
by questioning in order to allow a
subsequent charging decision to be
made.
Every country within the EU has

domestic legislation that allows local
police to take a child who is at risk to
a place of safety — in this case, a
hospital. If the parents of such a child
obstruct the officer in the execution
of his or her duty, they can be
arrested and the matter dealt with via
local laws and procedures.
To withdraw an EAW after its

execution undermines the integrity of
the system. Further arrest requests
from the UK in serious cases may be
refused, rejected or delayed while
overseas authorities seek additional
assurances before taking action.
In this case, the CPS and Hampshire

police are now exposed to possible
legal proceedings and compensation
claims by the family. Knowledge of the
powers and capabilities of the
European judiciary and overseas law
enforcement agencies would have
avoided this situation.
ken pandolfi
(Former head of UK National Central
Bureau of Interpol)
Long Crendon, Bucks

Yes and No
Sir, Alice Thomson (“Wake up, union-
ists. You really could lose this”, Opin-
ion, Sept 3), did not acknowledge (or
perhaps did not know about) some of
the tactics that the “No” campaign
has been facing. In central Scotland
almost every “Better Together”
hoarding or billboard has been
vandalised, spray-painted or totally
destroyed. Not one single “Yes”
campaign hoarding has been touched.
annie coulson
Blairdrummond, Stirling

Did the airport review make the right choice?
Sir, Most of the passengers who
would use “Boris Island” would have
to pass through or over the most
congested part of the country to
reach it. London’s transport
infrastructure is already stretched to
breaking point, so any new airport
development requiring major
investment of public money should
be on a site accessible to the
majority of taxpayers — that is,
north of the capital, expanding
either Stansted or Birmingham.
alan bell
Gateshead

Sir, Surely relocating a third airport
to the north of the country is an
ideal opportunity to redress
England’s considerable economic
imbalance. It would also provide a
major catalyst in decreasing
pressure on all forms of transport in
the South East.
jeanie campbell
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk

Sir, I disagree with your comment
(leading article, Sept 3) that the
rejection of a Thames estuary
airport is “a depressing mistake”. On
the contrary, the enormous cost and
mixed technical accomplishment of
another artificial island airport — in
Osaka, Japan — justify the Airports
Commission’s conclusion.
Kansai airport, with some of the

highest landing fees in the world,
was for a long time slowly sinking
(by several millimetres a year) and
was too expensive for most airlines,
to such an extent that full
development plans (including an
additional terminal) had to be

scrapped. If Japan’s planners and
engineers with all their knowhow
were not up to the challenge, it is
not by any means certain that the
developers of a Thames island
airport would be either.
andrew newton
(Former adviser to the chairman of
the UK-Japan 2000 Group)
London W1

Sir, The disagreement between
Boris Johnson and the head of the
Airports Commission raises one
question that does not seem to have
been examined either by parliament
or the commission. Both seem to
assume that the taxpayer is
responsible for any improvement, no
matter which airport is chosen —
even though the infrastructure
owners and the airlines are most
likely to benefit. The funding of
options should be given equal
prominence in the run-up to the
decision about extra capacity, and
those who benefit most should be
asked to reveal how much they
intend to contribute. If we are to
have foreign owners of our
infrastructure (Heathrow is Spanish
and Gatwick is American-
controlled), let’s have foreign money
for improvement.
eamonn hamilton
Rawdon, Leeds

Sir, Your leader was somewhat
unfair in suggesting that the
Airports Commission’s decision to
dismiss a Thames estuary airport
was “ill-considered”. The
commission spent 18 months
examining this proposition, at great

cost, and its 45-page decision notice
goes into detail on the risks and
logistical difficulties it would
inevitably entail. The most
important issue is expense. A new
four-runway airport in the Thames
estuary would, according to the
commission and its consultants, cost
some £120 billion, of which at least
£60billion would have to be
provided by the taxpayer.
Rather than continuing his

attempt to delay the much-needed
expansion of Britain’s airport
capacity, Boris Johnson should
review the most pragmatic solution
being reviewed by the commission.
Our independent Heathrow Hub

solution, which has been shortlisted
by the commission, does not entail
building a third runway to the north,
nor the associated noise corridor
that would result over west London.
It simply involves extending the
existing northern runway westwards
and dividing it in two. Technical
studies have shown that it could be
readily executed at a cost which we
estimate at around £10 billion and
funded solely by the airport operator
rather than the public purse.
Moreover the entire project could
be executed by 2023 if given the
go-ahead next year.
Overwhelming support from the

airlines, the business community,
the CBI and passengers is for an
expanded Heathrow. Our proposal
offers exactly that while addressing
many of the environmental and
related issues to which Mr Johnson
has correctly drawn attention.
steve costello
Director, Heathrow Hub

Newport’s ‘twin’
Sir, As Nato leaders meet in Newport,
with Ukraine high on the agenda, will
they be aware of Newport’s links to
Donetsk? A Welshman, John Hughes,
set up a complex iron foundry in
Newport in the 1850s before being
invited to establish a similar operation
for the Russians. Hughes sailed with
Welsh workers in 1870, found a
coalfield, set up an iron foundry in the
Steppe, and established a town, which
was named Hughesovka after him. It
was later renamed Donetsk, but a
statue of Hughes still stands in the
town, and the football side Shakhtar

Donetsk also has similar shirts to
those worn by Newport County AFC.
rob evans
Westborough, Lincs

Summer term blues
Sir, At my school in the 1960s the
weeks before the end of term in July
were put to good use (letters, Sept 2 &
4). Those going into the sixth form
were prepared for the following term.
Most useful of all was a programme
for the school leavers that covered
bank accounts and managing your
money, cooking on a budget, public
speaking, the importance of using
your vote, time management and
looking after your health. Perhaps this
is now all covered in the curriculum,
but it was invaluable at the time.
lucinda morrison
Emsworth, Hants

Sir, Perhaps cricket should be
introduced in the first half of the
autumn term rather than in the
summer term (letter, Sept 3). The
weather at this time of year is often still
and warm, and this year looks to be no
exception. I grew up on the North East
coast, where my love of sport was
severely tested by trying to catch a
cricket ball in freezing temperatures in
April and having my bones crushed on
rock-hard rugby pitches in September.
john williams
London SE9

Missing pipes
Sir, While re-reading a biography by
Duff Hart-Davis of one of your most
famous foreign correspondents, Peter
Fleming, I was stuck by the total
decline of the pipe. Fleming, like my
father and many others of that
generation, had a pipe almost
permanently in his mouth. We all
know why smoking is now frowned
upon, but cigarettes and cigars are still
around. I have not seen a pipe in years.
john kirkaldy
Exeter

Arms and the man
Sir, At Cranwell in the late 1950s we
were issued with Lee Enfields (letter,
Sept 2). Our drill instructors insisted
that we made plenty of noise as we
carried out each drill action, with our
hands smacking against the rifle. We
soon discovered that an easy way to
make our drill louder was to slightly
loosen the nuts and bolts that held
the rifle together. This was fine until
one cadet carried his loosening a little
bit too far; on parade one day, as he
ordered arms and the butt struck the
ground, the rifle dramatically fell to
pieces. Following that there was no
more loosening up of rifles.
rod bell
Goldsborough, N Yorks

Feeding time
Sir, Michael Cole (Sept 3) is wrong to
say that no Victorian author mentions
fish and chips, and that they originated
in the East End. In George Gissing’s
Thyrza (1887) fried fish and potatoes
were regularly enjoyed at the end of
the working week by the citizens of
Lambeth Walk, including Thyrza and
her wayward friend Totty Nancarrow.
mary henry
LondonW4

Sir, As a junior probationer at St
Thomas’ Hospital in 1957 I was
assigned to the children’s medical
ward. I was attempting to feed a three-
year-old Lambethian boy with fish and
chips. He would have none of it. Sister
came by and said to me “No nurse, not
like that. Wrap them in newspaper and
feed them through the bars of the cot.”
They were consumed in no time.

dr mary lynch-staunton
Nunney, Somerset

British toy manufacturers
are keenly alive to the opportunity
given by the war to attack
their German competitors.
Already they have begun to make
china dolls, which hitherto have
been imported undressed from
Germany and clothed in this
country.
The German monopoly in cheap

mechanical tin toys — dancing
figures, crawling beetles and so on

— is also to be attacked, though
the installation of the necessary
machinery for manufacturing
these toys will take some time.
The “Noah’s Ark”, so familiar to

every child, is a German product.
British manufacturers have in the
past been unable to compete with
the German in this article, for the
reason that the wooden occupants
of the ark were made by German
cottagers in their homes, and
heavy outlay for buildings and
machinery, with all the attendant
charges, were thus avoided.
It is suggested that if an

organisation were formed to
supply samples and materials to
English cottagers and to collect
and distribute to retailers the
finished articles, a useful rural
industry might be established in
this country.
In addition to Noah’s Ark

animals, it is stated there are
many simple toys which could be
made by home-workers in our
villages, who would, no doubt, be
glad to spend their spare time
profitably.

GENERAL SAMSONOFF’S
BRAVERY

Petrograd, Sept 5. General
Samsonoff, who was killed in East
Prussia after five days’ fighting, met
with a heroic end. Being warned
that he was in a too exposed
position, the General replied: “My
place is with my men.” Shortly
afterwards a shell exploded, killing
him and most of his staff.

ZEPPELIN BROUGHT DOWN

Petrograd, Sept 6. The Russians
fired on and captured near Seradz,
a Zeppelin airship and 30
occupants, including two staff
officers and two gunners, together
with explosives, plans and
photographs. They also brought
down an aeroplane in which was an
Austrian colonel.

on this day september 7, 1914

TOY-MAKING
IN BRITISH
COTTAGES

Lifelong homes
Sir, The Demos Commission on
Residential Care report makes it clear
that we need more choice for disabled
and older people, on care and housing
(“Old people going into care homes
‘only as last resort’ ”, Sept 3). The good
news is that it only costs the builder
about £1,000 extra to construct a new
house in a way that enables it to be
easily adapted for disabled people.

London has led the way, to the credit
of both Boris Johnson and Ken
Livingstone. Ministers, though, have
failed to make this compulsory for new
homes outside the capital. This will
mean that thousands of us could end
up living in Victorian conditions,
washing at our kitchen sinks because
our houses aren’t suitable for stair lifts.
This idea would improve the lives of

thousands of people yet would cost the
taxpayer nothing. The government
should be using the Deregulation bill
next month to make it a reality.
clare pelham
CEO, Leonard Cheshire Disability
richard hawkes
CEO, Scope

sign up for a weekly email
with extracts from
the times history of the war
ww1.thetimes.co.uk

Blue-eyed
Sir, Your article “Blue eyes are
peeping across Britain” (Aug 30)
included a map of Great Britain,
Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland under the heading “Blue-eyed
Britain”. Pray tell, in what part of
Britain are Munster, Leinster and
Connacht? Or Ulster for that matter,
considering that three of its nine
counties are part of the Republic of
Ireland? Can it be any surprise that
Scotland is clamouring to exit Great
Britain when its paper of record
shows such casual disdain for the
sovereignty of neighbouring states?
sarah ryan
London W9
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World

‘What we are dealing

Isis and al-Qaeda
in deadly battle to
lead world terror

Cities across India were on high alert
yesterday after al-Qaeda announced it
had launched an Indian branch of its
global terrorism operation — a new
development in the battle for suprem-
acy being waged between the world’s
two leading jihadist groups.
Eager to seizeback the initiative from

Islamic State as the face of militant
Islam, Aymanal-Zawahiri, al-Qaeda’s
leader, promised to “raise the flag of ji-
had” across the sub-continent. In a 55-
minute video posted online, the Egyp-
tian-born cleric, who was Osama bin
Laden’s long-serving deputy, said that
theplanwouldbe “goodnews” forMus-
lims in Burma, Bangladesh and India.
The announcement is clearly a re-

sponse to the march of Islamic State
(Isis), whose establishment of a “cali-
phate” in the heart of the Middle East
has threatened to supplant al-Qaeda as
the world’s leading jihadist movement.
The power struggle pits a new gener-

ation of fighters hardened in the battles
of Syria and Iraq against veterans seen
as increasingly passive and out of ideas
for advancing the jihadist cause.
Restoring the caliphate was bin Lad-

en’s stated goal in establishing al-Qae-
da, but he took few concrete steps to-
wards achieving it. In al-Qaeda’s guid-
ing ideology, thecaliphate—anIslamic
state that demands the allegiance of all
Muslims — can emerge only after the
purification of thewiderMuslimworld.
Islamic Statehas refused towait, pro-

claiming the caliphate on a swathe of
territory the size ofGreat Britain that it
has captured across Iraq and Syria.
Isisbegan lifeasal-Qaeda’s subsidiary

in Iraq, ledby the JordanianAbuMusab
al-Zarqawi.Whenhe foundedal-Qaeda
in Iraq (AQI) to fight the American oc-
cupation, al-Qaeda was still the world’s
pre-eminent jihadist brand, celebrated
for its audacious September 11 attacks
on American soil in 2001.
The 9/11 attacks, however, marked

the beginning of the end for the opera-
tional capacity of al-Qaeda’s central
command,and theNato-led invasionof
Afghanistan robbed the terrorist net-
work of a sanctuary fromwhich to plan
attacks against the West.
It moved to Pakistan, only to be

pursued by American drones, seriously
disrupting its operations. Al-Qaeda’s
mantle was taken on by organisations
such as AQI, and al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula (AQAP), in Yemen.
Bin Laden remained their symbolic

leader, but one rarely seen or heard
from, as the jihadist battle raged else-

where. Even before bin Laden’s death in
2011,AQIwas starting togo itsownway.
Al-Zarqawi’s brutality andhis attacks

on Iraq’s Shia majority earned him the
reproach of bin Laden’s eventual suc-
cessor, al-Zawahiri,whowould struggle
to assert himself. After al-Zarqawi’s
death in 2006, AQI went through
several incarnations before becoming
the Islamic State of Iraq, led by Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi. Hewas swift to chal-
lenge al-Zawahiri’s leadership, declar-
ing ahostile takeover of al-Qaeda’s offi-
cial affiliate in Syria, the Nusra Front.
Al-Zawahiri resisted and eventually
broke ties with al-Baghdadi after he re-
fused to submit to al-Qaeda’s authority
and leave the Syrian battlefield. By
then, however, the Islamic State of Iraq
and al-Sham (Isis), as al-Baghdadi had
rebranded it, had already become the
strongest rebel force in Syria.
While the Nusra Front was fighting

to overthrow the Assad regime, with
the aim of establishing an Islamic state,
Isis seized territory and immediately
began imposing a brutal formof Sharia.
Soon it was well on its way to eclipsing
al-Qaeda as the world’s most powerful
jihadist force. Territorial acquisition,
the development of a self-sustaining
economy and a skilled command of
social media all played a crucial role.
Al-Qaedawas largely financedbybin

Laden’s personal fortunes and frompri-

vate donors in the Gulf. Islamic State
initially relied on donations, but that
sourceof funding is nowdwarfedby the
amount it raises through extortion and
protection rackets in the territory it
now controls, and the illegal sale of oil
from the fields it has plundered.
It resembles a government far more

than a terrorist organisation. Al-Bagh-
dadi sits at the topof adisciplined struc-
ture of governance and military com-
mand, actingasacommandinggeneral.
A shura, or council, guides religious

legislation, while a war cabinet decides
military strategy. Al-Baghdadi has a
cabinet of ministers, with portfolios
ranging from finance to oil.
Two key lieutenants, former Iraqi

militaryofficers, are chargedwithman-
aging operations in Iraq and Syria. Be-
low themsit so-calledprovincial gover-
nors, in charge of smaller chunks of ter-
ritory. Much of the day-to-day work of
governing newly conquered land is left
to local officials, in an effort to avoid
alienating local populations.
The group’s sophisticated command

of social media has helped it to spread
its propaganda to young jihadists in
waiting across the world, energising
them in a way that smuggled audio re-
cordings of al-Zawahiri never could.
The same brutality — beheadings,

publicmurders and crucifixions— that
al-Zawahiri denounced have been
grimly successful in galvanising re-
cruits seeking adventure far from
home. Videos showing fighters driving
American armoured vehicles demon-
strate concrete Islamic State gains that
al-Qaeda cannot match.
However,while IslamicState is scoop-

ing up recruitsworldwide, its operations
remain confined to Syria and Iraq. De-
spite warnings that foreign fighters will
returnhometo launchattacks, theorga-
nisation as a whole has shown little in-
terest in attacking the West.
That could change with increased

military intervention in Iraq and Syria,
as seen in the beheadings of twoAmer-
ican journalists held hostage in Syria.
Elsewhere, al-Qaeda is fighting back,

placing emphasis on its global reach, as
with al-Zawahiri’s announcement of an
Indian branch — and analysts warn
that it remains a long-termthreat to the
West. It has not mounted a big inter-
national attack in years, but continues
to operate in the border areas of Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.
AQAP is still regarded as the most

likely terrorist group to launch a
successful attack on American soil,
through a bomb on an aircraft.
Nusra Front has sought to present a

more moderate image, but al-Qaeda in
the Maghreb (AQMI), the north Afri-
canaffiliate, continues tooperateat low
level. Al-Shabaab, the Somali terrorist
group, retains links toal-Qaeda, asdoes
Boko Haram, which has seized a series
of towns in Nigeria in recent weeks.
Leading article, page 20

Catherine Philp charts
the horrific escalation
of jihadist brutality
triggered by the quest
to create a caliphate

Formed by Osama
bin Laden, left,
and fighters who
fought Soviet
forces in
Afghanistan in the

1980s. It seeks control of holy
sites in Saudi Arabia and
supports strict sharia. Named
USas main enemy of Islam

Led by Ayman
al-Zawahiri after bin Laden
was killed by US forces in
May 2011

Numbers
200 to 1,000, but can
call on thousands
more in splinter

Headed by Abubakar Shekau,
below, it aims to create a
“pure” Islamic state in
Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad,
Niger and Sudan

Numbers
In the thousands

Support and funding
Protection and extortion,
smuggling, people trafficking,
bank robbery and theft

Attacks and atrocities
April 2014 Abducted

230 girls from their
school in

Borno,
Nigeria

August 2014
Declares
caliphate in
Nigeria
Sept 2014
Overruns city
of Bama

Affiliate of al-Qaeda in Syria
that aims to establish a
“caliphate” in the region,
now fighting Isis

Numbers
At least 5,000

Support
Sponsors and fighters from
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan,
Lebanon, Britain and France

Attacks and atrocities
March 2013 Claimed 57 of 69
suicide attacks during the
Syrian conflict
Dec 2013 Kidnapped 13 nuns
and held them for four
months

Also known as Isis or Isil.
Extreme Sunni organisation
that has declared a caliphate
in parts of Iraq and northern
Syria. It officially broke with
al-Qaeda in April last year

Numbers
10,000-20,000 fighters in
Syria and Iraq

Support and funding
The best-funded terrorist
group in history with
$2 billion from oil sales and
extortion, ransoms and bank
robberies netting $430 million

Attacks and atrocities
June 2014 Iraqi soldiers in
Mosul massacred, Yazidi
minority targeted
Aug-Sep 2014 Beheaded
James Foley and Steven Sotloff

The extremists of Islamic State are
“professionals in terror” who make
their al-Qaeda predecessors look like
beginners, according to an American
special agent who spent 25 years track-
ing terrorists around the world.
The jihadists, who have beheaded

two Americans, have learnt the shock
value of horrifying acts of violence. Yet
behind the savagery lies a greater level
of sophistication, according to Randall
Bennett, who ran American counter-
terrorism efforts in Pakistan and Iraq.
Mr Bennett, who led the investi-

gation into the kidnap and beheading
of theAmerican journalistDaniel Pearl
in Pakistan in 2002, has been given a
visceral reminder of that episode as Isis
has paradedandmurdered its hostages.
“A lot of terrorists we dealt with a

decade ago were people who were try-
ing to earn their wings. What we’re
dealing with now are people who have
really become professionals in terror. It
means that it is total brutality, and the
odds of going in and rescuing some-
body are greatly reduced— they prob-
ably don’t have any intention of releas-
ing those people alive.”
MrBennett,whohas retired fromthe

US diplomatic security service but

United States
David Taylor Washington

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of
lsis, refuses to submit to al-Qaeda
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Nusra Front

groups and various affiliates

Support and funding
Originally came from bin
Laden’s personal fortune.
Now via donations, and
ransoms from which it
reaped $66 million last year

Attacks and atrocities
Aug 1998 Bombing of the US
embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania
Sept 11, 2001 Attacks on
World Trade Centre and
Pentagon
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with now are people who have really become professionals’

Aims to establish a salafist
state in the Sahel. Pledged
allegiance to
al-Qaeda in 2006

Numbers
Several hundred

Support and funding
Ransoms and donations from
supporters in Europe, and
smuggling

Attacks and atrocities
Sept 2010 Attacked uranium
mine in Niger, abducting five
French nationals
Jan 2013 In Amenas gas plant
attack and siege

Formed of al-Qaeda offshoots
in Saudi Arabia and Yemen

Numbers
More than 1,000

Support and funding
Islamic charity fronts, bank
robberies, and kidnappings

Notable events
Oct 2000 Killed 17 American
sailors in suicide attack on

Led by Mullah Omar, and
advocating the strict
enforcement of Sharia, it
declared and ran the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan from
September 1996 until
December 2001, with
Kandahar as its capital,
playing host to al-Qaeda and
Osama bin Laden. The group
was toppled in 2001 by the US
and its allies, but has
continued to fight an
enduring insurgency.

The Sunni youth wing of
the defunct Union of
Islamic Courts in Somalia,
which was led by Sharif
Sheikh Ahmed. Formed in
2004, seeks to implement
strict Sharia in East Africa.
This week a US air strike may
have killed its leader, Ahmed
Abdi Godane

Wants Sharia in Pakistan

Numbers
12,000-20,000

travels on contract for the State
Department, said that the Isis terrorists
had dropped the world “into a valley of
shock” with the first video.
Just as people in the West regained

control of themselves, they released the
secondbeheadingvideo.Hesaid: “They
would probably like to continue to get
as much shock propaganda and fear
running through the world as they can
while they are planning to do whatever
else they want to do. My guess is they
have a lot of plans and are diligent,
dedicated and psychotic about that.”
The latest generation of terrorists

learnt lessons after 9/11 about the
frightening effect the attacks had upon

people and the value such images have
in helping to recruit new followers.
“These are people who are a next level
up . . . themaster’s degree ofwhat to do.”
MrBennett lamentsmissedopportu-

nities and excessive western caution,
and wishes the US had gone in hard as
soon as Isis forces advanced on Bagh-
dad earlier this year. Acknowledging
the difficult choices faced by President
Obama, he said that US intelligence
knewthesortofgroup thatwas forming
months before Isismade rapid progress
through Iraq. A swift response with air
attacks could have degraded them.
Now the terrorists had a tactical ad-

vantage. They could say to themselves,

“we need to disperse our troops so we
are not all travelling in a big convoy
down a big road in the desert where we
could all be wiped out by three 5,000lb
bombs,” he said.
“We’ve made it more difficult for

ourselves to go after them — and
these are horrible people, theworst of
the worst. It doesn’t really matter
what we do, they are going to do the
worst things they can think of to
gain the scariest propaganda
they can.”
Mr Bennett, 63, was the

US regional security officer in Pakistan
when Pearl, of the Wall Street Journal,
was abducted as he tried to secure an

interview linked to the case of
Richard Reid, the shoe
bomber. For five weeks, the
special agent tried to find
Pearl, until he received a
video of his murder. “It was
crushing . . . we were all devas-
tated.”

It took three
months to find those
responsible and
discover Pearl’s
body. Khalid
Sheikh Moham-

med, awaiting trial inGuantánamoBay
for planning the 9/11 attacks, later said
he had carried out the beheading.
Mr Bennett believes that the White

House will now have “plans upon
plans” to try to find the remaining Isis
hostages — using aerial surveillance,
listening devices and intelligence
sourceson theground inSyria and Iraq.
He hopes that an allied force, with

support from Saudi Arabia, can go in
and “decimate this group” within six
months, but he is not optimistic about
the remaining hostages. “If it was
anothergroup Iwould say there is some
chance, but this is not the type of group
that will leave anybody behind.”
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One of Afghanistan’s most
sophisticated insurgent
groups. Main aim is
self-enrichment

Numbers
More than 10,000

Support and funding
Wealthy donors in the Gulf
region, smuggling, heroin and
opium trading, organised crime
in Afghanistan and Pakistan

Attacks and atrocities
June 2009 Captures US soldier
Bowe Bergdahl
June 2011 Kills 21 people in
hotel attack in Kabul
Sept 2011 US Embassy and Nato
HQ in Kabul attacked, 7 killed

Support and funding
Strong ties with al-Qaeda and
the Haqqani network.
Smuggling and drug
trafficking.

Attacks and atrocities
May 2010 Attempted car
bombing of Times Square in
New York
Nov 2012 Shoots schoolgirl
Malala Yousufzai, 15,
now a renowned rights
campaigner

Numbers
More than 36,000

Support and financing
Drug-running and smuggling.
Historically alleged to be
supported by Pakistani
intelligence

Attacks and atrocities
Since 2001 Killed more than
4,000 Allied soldiers and
10,000 Afghan Security
Forces

Numbers
7,000-9,000 fighters

Support and funding
Swore fealty to al-Qaeda in
2012. It is funded largely
by piracy, smuggling,
kidnapping and charcoal
sales

Attacks and atrocities
July 2010 Bombings of
Ugandan pub and Ethiopian
restaurant during World Cup,
killing 74
Sept 2013 Westgate shopping
mall attack in Nairobi,
60 killed

USSCole in Yemen
June 2004 Shot the BBC
journalists Frank Gardner
and, fatally, Simon Cumbers
Dec 2009 Tried to blow up
plane with underwear bomb

Daniel Pearl was killed
weeks after being taken

Fears grow for Britons
investigating Qatar
World Cup ‘slavery’
Page 26

Hollande’s ex
leaps to his defence
in hour of need
Page 25

Isis fighters march in Raqqa,
Syria. Below, right: shoppers
at Westgate mall run for cover;
below left: the 9/11 attack
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Unmarked military vehicles burn in eastern Ukraine after a clash between separatist rebels and pro-Kiev soldiers

Neo-Nazis give Kiev a last
line of defence in the east

On a barren expanse of land high
above the shimmering Sea of Azov, a
group of heavily armed men, some
with their faces covered and at least
one sporting a Nazi logo, were pre-
paring for the defence of Mariupol.
When the volunteer Azov Battal-

ion was formed by a white suprema-
cist four months ago they were an
alarming curiosity; one more unpre-
dictable consequence of the chaos
engulfing Ukraine. Now their 500
fighters are themost visible barrier to
the advance of pro-Russian forces on
Mariupol, the most important city in
southeastUkraine not in their hands.
They patrol the no-man’s land

towards which the rebels advanced
yesterday, man the trenches dug
around the city and root out alleged
separatist sympathisers inside it.
Azov is one of 37 government-

recognised volunteer battalions
fighting the five-month-old insur-
gency. They are privately funded,
opaque organisations with often
murky lines of accountability. Some
have been accused of acts of torture,
but because of the low morale and
unreliability of sections of the profes-

sional army, the country has come to
rely on them to resist the rebels and
their Russian backers.
Outside their headquarters, a

walled beach compound that
belonged to the former president
Viktor Yanukovych, local people
arrivedwithgifts for the fighters.One
brought bottles of kvass, a fermented
soft drink; another came with food,
clothes, telescopic rifle sights and a
£2,500 night-vision device.
Lorries and armoured vehicles

were visible inside the gate, which
was painted with the battalion logo:
the letters N and I, for National Idea,
intertwined to look like the Wolf’s
Hook—asymbolwithNazi connota-
tions that is banned in Germany.
Azov’s fighters forged a reputation

for near-suicidal bravery during the
taking of Marinka, a town outside
Donetsk, in late July, andwere one of
the volunteer groups caught up in the
pro-Kiev side’s most devastating
defeat so far, in Illovaysk, last month.
At their training ground, known as

the Polygon, on a cliff an hour’s drive
west of Mariupol, 25 fighters fired
assault rifles andheavymachine guns
at helmetsmounted on sticks. Several
wore masks or balaclavas, and one
had drawn theWaffen SS insignia on

his helmet. Discipline looked suspect.
The battalion’s deputy commander

and lead ideologue, Oleg Odnoroz-
henko, a pot-belliedmedieval histori-
an with a pistol on his hip, said that
Azov and the Social-National
Assembly, the extremist group that
they grewout of, stood for preserving
“European identity”.
He said: “We consider the present

tendency of Europe leads to the
destruction of civilisation, with no
control of immigration, the destruc-
tion of the family, of religious identity
and of everything that made Europe
Europe.”
The battalion’s values have attract-

ed numerous foreign fighters, includ-
ing fromFrance, Sweden,Greece and
Italy andRussia.Nonecome fromthe
United Kingdom, but the Social
National Assembly has “contact but
not close relations” with the British
National Party, he added.
Yesterday, a spokesman for theDe-

fenceofMariupol, a civic group set up
by themayor’s office and themilitary
last week, said: “Azov is the most
public and the most patriotic force
defendingMariupol.” He said that he
wouldn’t agree with them personally
in peace time “but theydo very useful
things for Ukraine”.

Ukraine
Ben Hoyle Mariupol

Rebels launch attack after call for truce

Fear spread through Mariupol yes-
terday as artillery fire was heard in
the southern Ukrainian city for the
first time and pro-Russian forces
increased pressure on the defenders’
positions to the north and east.
The threat of a separatist assault

will loom over a meeting in Minsk
today where pro-Russian rebels,
Ukraine and Russia are expected to
agree a ceasefire and a peace plan
that strongly favours the Kremlin.
President Poroshenko of Ukraine

saidhewouldorderaceasefireat2pm
local time if the protagonists in Bela-
rus all signed up to the deal. Sergei

Lavrov, the Russian foreign minister,
spoke to his opposite numbers from
France and Germany last night to
firm up support for the plan.
Details have not been released, but

a plan sketched out by President
Putin on Wednesday would compel
Ukrainian forces to withdraw out of
artillery range from every rebel-held
town and city in eastern Ukraine.
At the Nato meeting in Wales,

where leaders condemned Russian
aggression against Ukraine, Presi-
dent Poroshenko said: “In Minsk a
document will be signed providing
for the gradual introduction of the
Ukrainian peace plan. It is very
important that the first element pro-

vides for a ceasefire. We need people
to stop dying.”
Almost 2,600 people have been

killed in the five-month conflict,
many of them civilians, the UN says.
Yesterday evening, thousands of

people,many in tears, gathered in the
centre of Mariupol to protest against
apossible attackon theport, themost
important city in southeast Ukraine
not yet in rebel hands.
All afternoon, artillery fire couldbe

heard from inside the city. People
hunkered down in cellars on the east-
ern fringe ofMariupol and in villages
along the coast road towards Novoa-
zovsk, less than 30miles away, which
pro-Russian forces took last week.

Ben Hoyle

SERGEI GRITS/AP

www.boerse.to
www.boerse.to



the times | Friday September 5 2014 FGM 25

World

Battle of the exes
as Hollande allies
leap to his defence
Allies of a “devastated” President Hol-
lande triedyesterday todiscreditValérie
Trierweiler, his spurned companion, as
she published a kiss-and-tell book that
depicts him as a repentant cheat who is
begging her to return and marry him.
Help for the beleaguered socialist

leader came from Ségolène Royal, the
partner he abandoned for Ms Trier-
weiler. Ms Royal, who is the mother of
Mr Hollande’s four children and now
serves in his cabinet, dismissed a claim
by Ms Trierweiler that Mr Hollande
secretly despised the poor, calling them
“the toothless”.
“This is rubbish,” she said. “It is the

exact opposite of the political commit-
ment of a man who is a great leader of
the left.”
The charge that Mr Hollande was

attached to the good life and held the
working classes in contemptwas one of
the most damaging in Merci Pour Ce
moment, a book that Ms Trierweiler
wrote in secret last month.
The former first lady writes

that the book is an attempt to
settle scores with the president,
whom she describes as a con-
genital liar, for the way in
which he brutally ended
their relationship in Janu-
ary when a magazine ex-
posed his affair with the ac-
tress Julie Gayet.
The book was printed in

Germany and published
with two days’ notice,
shooting to the top of the
bestseller list yesterday
within hours of its issue.
Thepresidentwas reported

to have sent a friend a text mes-
sage after reading extracts, saying
“I am devastated”.
The anti-Trierweiler offensive

was led by Manuel Valls, the
prime minister. The book

breached the French tradition of dis-
cretion over the private lives of public
figures, he said. “With theseoutrageous
attacks, by mixing public and private
life, we are dragging down the debate.”
Thierry Mandon, the state secretary

for territorial reform, said: “I donot give
a hoot whatMs Trierweiler thinks. She
has done a lot of damage to public life
with this book, as well as to the profes-
sion of journalism. She seems to have
produced a supermarket comedy that
we could easily have done without.”
Ms Trierweiler’s assault on Mr Hol-

lande was so fierce that the president
could benefit from sympathy, some
commentators suggested. Le Figaro, an
opposition newspaper, called her book
“the ultimate in obscenity”.
Jerome Saint-Marie, of the Polling

Vox company, said that it was prema-
ture to call the book a “coup de grâce”
for the Hollande presidency, as two
newspapers did. Mr Hollande had not
chosen to make a spectacle of his
private life as his predecessor Nicolas
Sarkozy did, he said.
Excerpts from the book claim that
thepresident bombardsMsTrierweil-
er with flowers, has taken her to din-
ner and continues to send text mes-
sages pleading for her to return.

He has told her that he has no
contact with Gayet, 42. “He as-
suresme that this timehe is not
lying,” she adds. She does not
believe him, however. “Lying
is anchored in him like ivy
weaves itself into a tree.”
On his birthday on August 12,
Mr Hollande sent Ms Trier-
weiler a text saying: “It is for
you to say ‘yes’ to me,” she
writes. In another text, the

most unpopular French president of
modern timeswrote to her of his infi-
delity. “Iwas lost and I lostmyself,” she
quotes him as writing. Ms Trierweiler
chartswhat she sayswas the decline of
their relationship from the end of the
campaign that took him to the Élysée
in May 2012. “François kept me in a
state of permanent insecurity with his
lies, his mysteries and his little
concealments”.

France
Charles Bremner Paris

KEVIN ZAOUALI /CATERS

Own goals
kill French
language
Adam Sage Paris

CertainBritish footballersareknownfor
their nonsensical musings and gram-
matical blunders — but few can match
Franck Ribery, the French winger.
“In terms of sensations, I didn’t feel

anything,” he once told a reporter. “The
Marseilles stadium is always full, home
and away,” he told another. They are
just two of the many comments that
have made him a symbol of all that has
gone wrong with the French language,
purists say.
Jean Maillet has responded with a

campaign against “linguistic crimes”.
He published a book yesterday with a
suitably dramatic title: Langue Fran-
çaise: Arrêtez le Massacre (Stop the
Massacre).
An opinion poll released with the

book suggests that sporting figures are
seen as the worst culprits, with 78 per
cent of respondents blaming them for
the decline. Football, in particular, is a
hotbed of English slang. The players
talk about penalties and corners,
instead of un coup de pied de réparation,
and un coup de pied de coin. A striker
past his best is called “un has-been”.
Maillet says the use of English is

undermining a pillar of French society
—and the trend is not confined to foot-
ballers. He notes, with horror, that
some journalists refer to a good book as
“un page-turner”.
Ribery, for his part, is wearily used to

being ridiculed. “Me, personally, I
criticise myself on my own,” he once
said.

Purple patch The peaks and contrasting colours of the Hornocal mountains near
Argentina’s northern border with Bolivia. The shading is caused by 11 rock layers

Peres urges Pope to create religious UN

Ségolène Royal describes
Ms Trierweiler’s kiss-and-
tell claims as “rubbish”

Vatican
Philip Willan Rome

AsNato leadersmet inWales yesterday
to discuss a response to religiously
motivated violence in the Middle East,
Shimon Peres, the former president of
Israel, visited Pope Francis to propose a
“United Nations of Religions” to coun-
ter the rise of religious extremism.
The Nobel peace prize laureate said

the UNwas no longer up to the chal-
lenge, since it lacked the armies

possessed by states and the conviction
produced by religion.
“In the past,mostwarsweremotivat-

ed by the idea of nationhood. Today,
though,wars are launchedusing, above
all, religion as an excuse,”MrPeres told
the Catholic magazine Famiglia Cris-
tiana, before explaining his proposal at
a meeting with the Pope.
Mr Peres said that a “United Reli-

gions Charter” should be drawn up,
making it clear in the name of all faiths
“that cutting people’s throats or com-

mittingmasskillings, aswehave seen in
these weeks, has nothing to do with re-
ligion”. He suggested that the Pope
might be the first leader of the body,
given that his moral authority was
widely respected.
Father Federico Lombardi, the Vati-

can spokesman,said that the Pope had
listened to the proposal with interest,
butmade no commitments.He pointed
out that the Vatican already had
departments responsible for inter-faith
dialogue and for justice and peace.
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Fears for Britons probing Qatar World Cup ‘slavery’

Two British human rights workers
missing in Qatar are believed to have
been seized by security forces while
investigating the plight of migrant
workers building stadiums and hotels
for the 2022 Fifa World Cup.
Krishna Upadhyaya and Ghimire

Gundev, who work for the Norway-
based Global Network for Rights and
Development (GNRD), disappeared
on Sunday after complaining of police
intimidation during their visit to exam-
ine the conditions of construction
workers from Nepal. The incident will

increase international pressure on
Qatar over the exploitation of labou-
rers drafted in by the thousand as the
countryprepares tohost theWorldCup
in eight years’ time.
There are also suspicions that the

menmaybe victims of a diplomatic dis-
pute between Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates, where the GNRD has
an office. The Gulf neighbours are at
loggerheads over Qatar’s support for
Islamist groups such as the Muslim
Brotherhood. The UAE was one of
three Arab states to withdraw its
ambassador from Doha in March.
Mr Upadhyaya, 52, and Mr Gundev,

36, both of Nepalese extraction but

carrying British passports, arrived in
Doha last week to interview workers
and investigate conditions in labour
camps. More than 400 Nepalese work-
ers have so far died on Qatar’s World
Cupbuilding sites, according toa report
in March by a human rights group in
Kathmandu, and many more deaths
are predicted.
The GNRD said Mr Upadhyaya, a

lifelong campaigner against modern
slavery, had called a friend on Saturday
to report that he and a Nepalese diplo-
matwere being followedbyundercover
police. The following day, he called the
campaign group inNorway to say there
were uniformed and plain-clothes

policemen in front of his hotel as he
checked out. He has not been heard
from since and neither man boarded
their flight on Sunday afternoon.
The GNRD said the group feared

that the men were in danger of mis-
treatment or torture. The organisation
added that “in the event that our em-
ployees are subjected to any kind of
physical or psychological harm,GNRD
is prepared to take all necessary legal
action”.
The Foreign and Commonwealth

Office and theBritish embassy inDoha
said they were investigating. There has
beenno response so far from theQatari
authorities.

Qatar
Hugh Tomlinson

Krishna Upadhyaya, left, and Ghimire
Gundev complained of intimidation

Water poured on
Ganges clean-up
Mumbai India’s Supreme
Court has criticised efforts
to clean up the heavily
polluted Ganges, on which
a third of the country’s
1.26 billion people rely for
water. The court said the
government’s plan was so
inept that it would not
produce results “even after
200 years”.

Over 200 at risk
of ebola in Nigeria
Warri More than 200
people who may have
been exposed to the ebola
virus in southern Nigeria
are being monitored by
health officials. The virus
has already killed 1,900 in
West Africa, including in
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra
Leone, and has recently
spread to Senegal. (AP)

‘Nazi’ dog names
refused by mayor
Paris A civic leader has
refused to sign a licence
for two dogs named Itler
and Iva because they
“make you think of Adolf
Hitler and Eva Braun— a
dubious play on words”.
Luc Binsinger, mayor of
Saint-Nicolas-de-Port, said
the dogs are owned by a
far-right official. (AFP)
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Mormons’ holy of holies put
on show to a sceptical public

The Mormon church is putting its
most treasured documents on show
as it strives toclear theauraof secrecy
and suspicion that has long
surrounded it.
The artefacts on display at its his-

tory library in Salt Lake City, Utah,
include a portion of the original Book
of Mormon manuscript, which
adherents believe was translated
from Ancient Egyptian by Joseph
Smith, the religion’s founder,
185 years ago.
Smith claimed to have found the

text inscribed on gold plates in a field
in upstate New York. He said he was
aided in translating them by a pair of
spectacles sent from God.
The religion is one of the richest in

the world, worth about $30 billion,
but it has not managed to overcome
an image problem. Those who work
at the headquarters of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a
towering complex of granite build-
ings in Salt Lake City, look likemodel

Americans. The men wear suits and
ties. They don’t drink or smoke,
fiercely oppose abortion, and believe
thatmarriagesareeternal and should
only be between aman and awoman.
Yet in 2012 a poll suggested that a

quarter of Americans recited
negative words such as “cult” when
asked to sum up the faith. Aspects of

the religion that are mocked include
rules that call for believers to wear
special underwear.
Church leaders say that the “Foun-

dations of Faith” exhibit will answer
many questions. They have also
mounted a multimillion-dollar
media campaign showcasing Mor-
mons of diverse ethnic backgrounds.
“We need to be open and transpar-
ent,” said Steven Snow, the church
historian and recorder.
The church claims 15 million fol-

lowers, with membership having
tripled over the past 30 years. In 2012,
a presidential bid by Mitt Romney, a
devout Mormon, put the religion in
the spotlight, butmostAmericansare
more familiar with a caricature of
Mormonism, church officials say.
For many observers, however, the

faith’s roots appear outlandish. The
Book of Mormon describes, for ex-
ample, how two groups of Israelites
travelled to the Americas, in about
2200BC and 600BC. These, it says,
were the forebears of the Native-
Americans; a theory ridiculed by
anthropologists.

United States
Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

The church’s Book of Commandments

Baby bath A spa in Texas is taking the stress out of being an infant. Float Baby offers its 300 junior clients a relaxing session in a rubber ring and a neonatal massage

Congressman
has no place
for women
Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

ACongressmanhas risked alienating
half of his electorate by holding a
men-only event where the guests
were asked to tell their female part-
ners not to wait up so that they could
drink into the night and discuss
policywhile imagining themselves to
be medieval warrior kings.
A fundraiser invitation sent out by

supporters of Steve Southerland, a
FloridaRepublican up for re-election
in November, read: “Good men sit-
ting around discussing and solving
political and social problems over
fine food and drink date back to the
12th century with King Arthur’s
Round Table.”
The invitation, published by the

BuzzFeed website, went on to give an
assurance that only a “small group of
concerned men” would attend, to
prevent women spoiling a night of
fine whisky and cigars.
Mr Southerland’s Democratic

opponent, Gwen Graham, called the
event offensive.

High old times for cannabis users’ bible

ThemagazineHigh Times, a bible for
America’s cannabis users for 40
years, is broadening its horizons as
few potheads have done before— by
launching a private equity fund.
The High Times Growth Fund

hopes to raise $100 million (£60 mil-
lion) over two years to invest in
cannabis-related businesses.
The expansion into the cut-throat

world of finance may seem a drama-
tic departure for a publication whose
website features recipes for cannabis
brownies and advice on how to culti-
vate weed organically.
However, Rick Cusick, the asso-

ciate publisher, believes that the

move is entirely logical. “Nobody is
better connected in this industry
than we are,” he said.
The legalisation of marijuana for

recreational use in the states of
Washington and Colorado
has stoked a “green rush”,
with entrepreneurs scram-
bling to deliver products
such as cannabis-infused
fizzy drinks and ultra-se-
cure vending machines.
High Times has never

been in better shape, Mr
Cusick says. A cannabis
event it hosted in Denver

inApril attracted 37,000visitors. This
month the 40th anniversary edition
of themagazinewentonsale—at 164
pages, it was the largest ever — and
its website has soared in popularity,

from about 300,000
unique visitors a month
to five million.
In November the

states of Alaska and
Oregon will vote on
legalising cannabis, and
Mr Cusick believes that
the green rush will con-
tinue.
“This is just the

beginning of the end
of the war on drugs,” he
said.

FLOAT BABY/CATERS

The magazine benefits
from the “green rush”

Rhys Blakely
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Smart chopsticks pick up
unsavoury kitchen tricks

Experimental, battery-powered chop-
sticks may soon alert Chinese diners to
the terrible truth of what lurks on their
plates — adulerated eggs, fake mutton
andother repulsive additives presented
by unscrupulous restaurateurs.
The early version of the chopsticks,

however, is designed to test only for
“gutter oil”; cooking fat illegally
reclaimed from dustbins and drains.
Despite public revulsion, thepractice

iswidespread, andatnight the streets of
Beijing, Shanghai and other cities are
plied by ramshackle carts taking pots of
reclaimed oil to rebottling centres.
Campaigns have attempted to crack

down on the trade, but it has been diffi-
cult to establish the true history of the
oil in which your Chongqing chilli
chicken or Sichuan hotpot is steeped.
The chopsticks could change all

that. Prodded gently into food,
tiny sensors measure the
acidity, temperature and

saltiness of the oil. If it has been re-
claimed, a red light gleams; if not, a blue
light gives the go-ahead.
The chopsticks, which have yet to

have a commercial price set on them,
were unveiled in Beijing yesterday by
the internet firm Baidu, whose social
media sites register public uproar at
China’s successive food scandals.
Baidu intends to expand the sensory

capacity on the chopsticks to test for
other dishonest practices. Fox meat
sold asmutton, for example, or deliber-
ate contamination, such as leather pro-
tein being introduced to milk, will, it
hopes, eventually be outed by the
device. The government has

repeatedly pledged
to impose tougher
food regulations,
but corner-cutting
remains widespread.
Last month ham-

burgers were tempo-
rarily removed from
McDonald’s and
other restaurants

whenhorrifying lapseswereuncovered
at the American chain’s main meat
supplier.

China
Leo Lewis Beijing

Man-eating sharks really do prefer men

Man-eating sharks really do prefer
men, and are almost nine times more
likely to eat them thanwomen, accord-
ing to a three-decade study by re-
searchers in Australia.
Daryl McPhee, of Bond University,

on theQueenslandGold Coast, said he

had not expected the study to find such
aheavybias towardmale victims—but
he suspected the results could be easily
explained. “There’s probablymoreman
hours in the water, so to speak, than
womenhours globally,” he said. “Also, it
may be tied up to males being more
risk-prone than females.”
The study found that men were the

victims in 84 per cent of non-fatal

attacks and 89 per cent of fatal attacks.
It also suggested that Australia was the
most dangerous place in the world for
attacks on swimmers, with 32 killed in
the 30 years to 2011. South Africa was
next, with 28 fatalities, followed by the
United Stateswith 25.However, theUS
had many more non-fatal attacks, by
smaller sharks, than Australia: 769,
compared with 171.

Australia
Bernard Lagan Sydney

Sticks give a red
signal for danger

Law of the jungle A lioness fights crocodiles to feed on a hippo that died of natural causes in the Maasai Mara reserve, Kenya

RICHARD CHEW/CATERS
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BPsuffers maximum
pain over Deepwater
Tim Webb

BP faces paying themaximum possible
fine of $17.6billion over its Gulf of
Mexico disaster after a judge in New
Orleans ruled that the oil companywas
“grossly negligent”.
The verdict, which BP has bitterly

contested, sent shares in the company
diving by nearly 6 per cent, the worst
one-day slide in more than four years.
In his damning 153-page ruling,

Judge Carl Barbier said that the biggest
oil spill in Americanhistory “was the
result of gross negligence or wilful mis-
conduct” and accused BP of being
“reckless”.
Theruling of gross negligence,which

BPsaid it would appeal against, is the
most serious possible outcome and
leaves the company open to the maxi-
mum fine of $4,300 per barrel spilt
under the Clean Water Act.
Basedon thepresentofficial estimate

of the sizeof the spill—whichBPis also
contesting — this could land it with a
maximum fine of $17.6 billion.
BPhas earmarked only $3.5 billion to

pay fines under the Clean Water Act,
after assuming that it would not be
found grossly negligent. Its appeal is
likely to take months.
The verdict makes for grim reading

for BP and its shareholders and has
dealt another blow to its already tar-
nished reputation in the United States.
Judge Barbier said that BP made

“profit-driven decisions” during the
drilling of thewell that led to the deadly
blowout in April 2010. Eleven rig work-

ers died in the accident. “These instan-
ces of negligence, taken together,
evince an extreme deviation from the
standard of care and a conscious disre-
gard of known risks,” he wrote.
As a result, BP is “subject to en-

hanced penalties under the Clean
Water Act”, he added.
Halliburton, BP’s American contrac-

tor that cemented the faulty well, and
Transocean, owner of the Deepwater
Horizon, escapedwith lesser verdicts of
simple negligence.
BP has argued that the disaster was

the resultofmultiple causesbymultiple
parties.
Judge Barbier threw out the com-

pany’s argument, ascribing 67 per cent
of the blame for the disaster to BP.
The verdict could also leave BPopen

to paying punitive damages to private
claimants who were not part of the
$9.2 billion settlement the company
reached in 2012 with businesses
and residents of the Gulf.
Analysts said that BPcould

afford to pay amaximumfine
of $17.6billion and that the
current dividend was
not at risk.
Jason Gammel, an

analyst from Jef-
feries, said: “Even
in the event of a
maximum fine,
we believe that

BP has sufficient liquidity to meet its
obligations.
“We further expect that a worst-case

scenario of fine level would not be paid
in the near term; we would expect a
lengthy appeals process first.”
In a statement, BP said: “BP strongly

disagrees with the decision issued to-
day by the United States District Court
for the Eastern District of Louisiana
and will immediately appeal to the
United States Court of Appeals for the
Fifth Circuit.
“BP believes that the finding that it

was grossly negligent with respect to
the accident and that its activities at the
Macondo well amounted to wilful mis-
conduct is not supported by the evi-
dence at trial.
“The law is clear that proving gross

negligence is a very high bar that was
notmet in this case. BPbelieves that

an impartial view of the record
does not support the errone-

ous conclusion reached
by theDistrictCourt.”

The marathon
court case in
New Orleans

will resume early
next year to deter-
mine the level of
fines BPand its con-
tractors should pay.
Judge Barbier has

also not yetmade a rul-
ing on the size of the
spill.
Shares in BPclosed

down 28¾p at 455p.

When ‘no’ really
meant ‘maybe’

W
hite lies do come in
handy. So isn’t it fab
that they’ve been
given an ethical seal
of approval by

Richard Pennycook, the new
permanent chief executive of the
Co-operative Group? How did the
touchy-feely mutual’s stand-in boss
put it back in March? “I have said
very clearly that I do not intend to
take the CEO job permanently”
(report, page 46).
Was he holding out for a better

job offer, you wonder? Or is he
pathologically addicted to telling
porkies? Neither, it turns out. Mr
Pennycook was simply blagging
things out until he and the Co-op’s
chairwoman, Ursula Lidbetter, drove
through the reforms to the group’s
“broken governance” aimed at
keeping dopeheads like the Rev Paul
Flowers away from the controls.
The reform vote went through on

Saturday, giving the Co-op ample
time to prove its new squeaky clean
governance regime by immediately
installing Mr Pennycook, without
assessing a single alternative
candidate. Contrast Paddy Power,
which yesterday also named an
internal man (Andy McCue) as its
new jockey — but only after
evaluating a “strong field of internal
and external candidates”, including
from the 3.30 at Gowran Park.
Still, Mr Pennycook is the right

man for the job at the Co-op, as the
half-year figures sort of showed.
Faced with last year’s £2.5billion of
losses — mainly due to the Rev’s
endeavours at the Co-op Bank —
Mr Pennycook has got shot of
£910million of businesses, notably
the farms and pharmacies. Half the
proceeds will go to cut the group’s
£1.4 billion net debts, with most of
the rest invested in its funerals,
food, insurance and legal divisions.
They look as if they need it too,

given that profits went backwards at
all four businesses — though a 1 per
cent rise in like-for-like sales at the
supermarkets, including a 4 per cent
increase at the convenience chain, is
market-beating stuff. Profits from
funerals took a bit of a knock too,
what with people obstinately
refusing to kick the bucket. Mr
Pennycook is now promising a
national advertising campaign,
though it’ll have to be pretty scary
if he’s planning to do much about
that.
Still, despite a fair start, he says it

will take five years to get the Co-op
shipshape. And guess what? He
insists he’s yet to discuss an increase
to his £1.3 million pay, now that he’s
a permanent CEO. Really, he must
stop telling so many ethical fibs.

Wheels not oiled

I t’s only been 1,597 days since the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill in
the Gulf of Mexico. So it’s a bit

much to expect BP to have been
ready for the most important legal

ruling yet: the finding by the New
Orleans judge Carl Barbier that the
oil group was “grossly negligent”.
No, the shares started taking on
water on the strength of wire
reports, long before BP issued its
own statement at 4.23pm.
Naturally enough, it “strongly

disagrees” with the decision. But,
while BP is bound to appeal, the
ruling potentially adds up to an
extra $14 billion liability — even
before some clever American lawyer
starts exploring all the ramifications
of the judge’s findings.
Maybe the maths is too simplistic,

as BP averred. Under the US Clean
Water Act, a company found guilty
of gross negligence can be fined a
maximum $4,300 a barrel. A ruling
on the volume spilt is due in
January. But the US government
reckons the number is 4.1million
barrels, after accounting for 800,000
that BP subsequently recovered.
That makes for a potential

$17.6billion penalty, towards which
BP has so far provided only
$3.5billion out of the $43billion it
has set aside to cover fines,
compensation and clean-up costs.
That’s right up to its limit too, even
if some of the compo claims are
absurd — an adult escort agency
got $173,000 after putting in tax
returns dating back to 2007.
So, it’s not hard to spot a looming

shortfall — as the market did,
taking 6 per cent, or £5.3 billion
($8.7billion), off the company’s value.
It’s so reassuring that BP has other
big assets to fall back on. Like that
near-20 per cent stake in Rosneft,
controlled by one Vladimir Putin.

Power but no glory

Oh, those halcyon summer
days. Can you remember
how National Grid greeted

August’s news that EDF Energy was
temporarily shutting down four
nuclear reactors? “Demand is low at
this time of a year, and a lot of wind
power is being generated right now,”
the griddites smoothed, barely
getting out of the deckchair.
Well, now the nukes might be out

till the year end, while the French
finish giving the troublesome boiler
spine crack the Bostik treatment.
Sure, it can be windy come
December — but also kind of parky.
No matter, only on Tuesday the

Grid presciently invoked its
Supplementary Balancing Reserve,
aka bringing mothballed plants back
on stream to make up for a potential
5 per cent drop from nuclear power
— not to mention filling in for two
coal-fired plants downed by fires.
Anyway, this is what counts as

energy policy nowadays. That, and
the government droning on about
the need for £220 billion of
investment, while doing pretty
much zip about it. At least all the
hot air is nice and toasty.

alistair.osborne@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Alistair Osborne

PRESIDENCIA MEXICO / AFP / GETTY IMAGES

Flights of fancy A model of the futuristic design that has been chosen by the Mexican government for a £5.5billion
airport in Mexico City. The plan was devised by the British architect Lord Foster, working with Fernando Romero, of Mexico

BPmight also have
to pay damages to
private claimants
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UK: Base rate was kept at its
ultra-low level of 0.5 per cent
for the 66th successive month
as the Bank of England’s rate-
setting panel voted again for
no change. Speculation about
the first base rate rise since
early 2009 had been triggered
after two of the nine members
of the Bank’s Monetary Policy
Committee voted last month
for an increase to 0.75 per cent.
Since then, benign inflation
figures and evidence that pay
levels are falling has weakened
the case of the interest rate
hawks.
Eurozone: The European
Central Bank cut interest rates
to a new low, slapped banks
with higher charges for
hoarding funds and launched a
version of quantitative easing
as it stepped up efforts to
tackle deflation and stagnation
in the 18-country bloc. The
governing council lowered its
main refinancing rate from
0.15 per cent to 0.05 per cent
and slashed its deposit rate for
banks deeper into negative
territory. Banks will have to
pay 0.2 per cent for parking
their money at the central
bank in what is effectively a
tax for failing to lend. Mario
Draghi, the ECBpresident, also
said the central bank would
start buying asset-backed
securities next month in what
he accepted amounted to QE.
Pages 31, 34, 35
United States: The US has
recorded its fifth consecutive
month of private payrolls
increasing by more than
200,000 jobs, showing
continuing steady growth in
the world’s largest economy.
Figures from the ADP, the pay
processing firm, indicated that
payroll enrolments increased
by 204,000 last month, before
the release of official figures
that are expected to show a
similar trend. Page 35
Employment: The struggle to
find skilled staff has led to
vacancies rising at their fastest
pace since 1998, increasing
pressure on the government to
reform the visa system.
Permanent candidates were in
particularly short supply,
according to the Recruitment
and Employment
Confederation and KPMG.
Page 33

banking & finance
0.01%

Sterling: The pound dropped
by a US cent yesterday as
investors dumped the currency
over continuing jitters that
Scotland might just vote for
independence in two weeks’
time. A recent Times poll
showing a narrowing of the
Better Together campaign’s
lead has unsettled currency
markets, which until recently
had assumed that the
independence campaign would
fail. Page 31
Barclays: Bank customers will
soon have to confirm their
identities by scanning the
intricate and unique patterns
of blood vessels in their
fingers, in a move by Barclays
to crack down on fraud.
The bank said it was adopting

“finger vein authentication”
technology for large businesses
from next year, and that the
system could eventually be
rolled out for small companies
and personal customers. Page 46
Rogue trader: Jérôme Kerviel,
the French rogue trader, will
leave jail next week after
serving only 110 days for his
role in a series of unauthorised
trades that lost Société
Générale €4.9billion
(£3.9 billion). Kerviel is
expected to be released from
prison in Paris on Monday
after winning a court battle
that will allow him to serve the
rest of his three-year sentence
at home on condition that he
maintains a curfew and wears
an electronic tag.

construction &
property

1.07%

Balfour Beatty: The
infrastructure group
has formally confirmed the
sale of Parsons Brinckerhoff,
its professional services
division, to WSP Global, the
Anglo-Canadian consultancy.
The disposal has been
welcomed by shareholders, but
it is not clear in what state it
will leave Balfour, which has
issued four profit warnings in
two years.

engineering
0.51%

General Electric: The US
engineering giant is close to a
deal to sell its appliance
business to Electrolux, the
Swedish electronics company,
for more than $2.5 billion
(£1.5 billion). Final details of the
sale are being discussed, but,
according to unnamed sources
cited by Reuters, the deal could
be completed next week.
McLaren: The Woking-based
Formula One motor-racing
team, whose main driver is
Jenson Button, remains locked
out of contention with the elite
teams — Red Bull, Ferrari and
Mercedes — in track
performance terms. However,
for 2013 there was enough
money in the pot to finish fifth.
There was an 8 per cent boost
to revenues to £268 million,
enabling a small loss in 2012 to
be turned into a £19 million
pre-tax profit. Page 37

leisure
0.74%

The Lowry Hotel: Rocco Forte
Hotels has sold the five-star
Manchester hotel as part of a
strategic review of its brand.
The hotel has been acquired by
Westmont Hospitality Group
and its investment partner
Mount Kellett Capital
Management for an
undisclosed sum.
Betfair Group: The online
gambling company faced a
revolt over pay from
shareholders at its annual
meeting, with 31.9 per cent of
the votes opposing the
directors’ remuneration report.
The rift is over changes made
in 2011 to the long-term
incentive plan that made it
easier for this to pay out

because of detrimental
changes to the regulatory
regime in Europe.
Tempus, page 36
Paddy Power: The bookmaker
has looked beyond Ireland and
appointed a Scot as its chief
executive. Andy McCue is
head of the bookmaker’s UK
and Irish retail operations and
has been with the company for
eight years. He replaces
Patrick Kennedy, who
announced in May he would
be leaving the business after a
decade in the role. Page 32

media
0.41%

21st Century Business Herald:
The chief editor and several
senior journalists at one of
China’s most influential
business newspapers have been
seized by police in a new wave
of crackdowns on alleged
corruption in the media. The
raid on the Shanghai offices of
21st Century Business Herald is
the latest move in a campaign
that has been aimed at some of
China’s most famous television
anchors, the boss of a big
television channel and the
head of an international PR
company.
Bloomberg: Michael
Bloomberg, the 72-year-old
billionaire founder of the
eponymous media business,
has unexpectedly retaken the
reins. He will return to his
previous role as chief executive
at the end of the year after his
12-year tenure as mayor of
New York, which ended in
January. He had previously
denied that he had any
inclination to return to run
Bloomberg.

natural resources
0.27%

BP: The oil company faces
paying the maximum possible
fine of $17.6 billion
(£10.8 billion) over its Gulf of
Mexico disaster after Judge
Carl Barbier, a judge in New
Orleans, ruled that it was
“grossly negligent”. The
verdict, which BP has bitterly
contested, sent shares in the
company diving by 6 per cent,
the worst one-day slide in
more than four years. Page 29

professional &
support services

0.27%

Falkland Islands Holdings:
The owner of the Falkland
Island Company, which has
other interests in art storage
and shipping, said it had made
a good start to the financial
year, with results for the first
five months showing a
substantial improvement over
the quieter comparable period,
helped by a record catch of
squid. Tempus, page 36
Serco: The outsourcing
company has been named
preferred bidder to continue
running immigration detention
camps in Australia. The
contract, which in previous
years has been worth
£450 million a year to the
British company, was signed in
2009. Serco has been named

preferred bidder for the
renewal alongside a local
business. Page 32

retailing
0.18%

The Co-operative Group: The
UK’s largest mutual has named
Richard Pennycook, its interim
boss, as the man charged with
running it on a permanent
basis as it attempts to rebuild
its reputation after a series of
damaging financial crises. Mr
Pennycook, a former finance
director of WmMorrison
Supermarkets, was given the
job after a sign of recovery as
the Co-op announced it had
returned to the black during
the first half of the year. It
made a £116 million profit in
the six months to June. Page 32
SuperGroup: A cool, damp
August set tills ringing at the
fashion company as legions of
consumers went shopping for
autumn jackets, according to a
strong trading update that sent
shares soaring. The owner of
the Superdry clothes brand
announced a 15.9 per cent
jump in revenue to £87 million
for the three months to
July 26.

technology
0.01%

Google: The online search
engine will pay at least
$19 million in refunds as part
of a settlement with the US
Federal Trade Commission,
which accused the company of
unfairly billing customers for
charges racked up by children
buying mobile apps without
their parents’ knowledge.
Google also agreed to change
its billing practices to ensure
that it obtains permission from
account holders before
charging them for mobile app
purchases. Apple has also
settled with the FTC and
agreed to refund at least
$32.5 million.

transport
0.24%

Go-Ahead Group: The train
and bus operator has seen its
first dividend rise since the
onset of the financial crisis in
2008 after winning the
contract for the £1.2 billion-a-
year rail superfranchise,
Thameslink Southern.
Announcing a 4.3 per cent rise
in the dividend to 84.5p, David
Brown, the chief executive,
said: “Two years ago we did not
even know whether we would
have a rail business.”

utilities
0.11%

EDF Energy: The energy
company said four UK nuclear
reactors that were shut down
for safety reasons may not be
back online until the end of
the year. The reactors at the
Heysham 1 and Hartlepool
power stations were shut last
month after a routine
inspection. EDF expects “a
phased return to service
between the end of October
and the end of December”.
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The Halifax will release its
latest house price survey
with attention likely to focus
on developments in the
London property market.
Figures released last month
by the lender showed a
10.2per cent year-on-year
rise in home values, and
numbers from Nationwide
last week recorded a further
rise for August of 0.8 per
cent. However, the pace of
growth could be slowing, and

Nationwide said that quarter-
on-quarter rises had fallen
this year, with the building
society warning that the
outlook for the market was
“highly uncertain”. The
Halifax numbers will be
analysed closely to see
whether they show a similar
trend. The market will want
to see what the figures say
about London housing and
any cooling in the capital’s
post-crisis property boom.

The day ahead

Graph of the day

UK new car registrations

More than 1.5 million new cars have been sold this year, up
more than 10 per cent than in the first eight months of 2013.
August tends to be the slowest
the September registration plat
72,000, more than 6,000 better

Source: SMMT
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Company Change

Standard Life Shareholders in line for £1.75bn windfall 8.1%
SABMiller Positive broker notes 3.1%
Carnival Analysts issue “buy” rating 3.0%
Coca-Cola USjoint venture expanded 2.7%
Imperial Tobacco Hopes of sales boost in Europe 2.6%
BunzlMarket sentiment -1.4%
Sage Group “Underperform” rating reiterated -1.4%
Hargreaves Lansdown Profit-taking after strong results -2.3%
FresnilloMarket sentiment -2.4%
BP “Gross negligence”ruling over Gulf of Mexico disaster -5.9%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure

Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Burford (finance HY) $12.4m (-$24.6m) 17.4c p Dec
Go-Ahead (transport FY) £91.2m (£63.1m) 84.5p f 59p p Nov 14
Redde (services FY) £10.5m (£32.4m) 6.85p f 3.5p Nov 6
Scancell (health FY) -£2.5m (-£2.15m) 0p
Tasty (leisure HY) £973,000 (£787,000) 0p

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

The pound dropped by a US cent yes-
terday as investors dumped the curren-
cy over continuing jitters that Scotland
might just vote for independence in two
weeks’ time.
A recent Times poll showing a

narrowing of the Better Together cam-
paign’s lead has unsettled currency
markets, which until recently had
assumed that the independence
campaign would fail.
“What’s really happened with ster-

ling is that it’s suddenly smelt the
coffee,” David Bloom, global head of
currency research at HSBC in London,
said. “The YouGov poll came out and
the market said: ‘We’ve priced nothing
in’.”
A successful “yes” vote could spark a

runonsterlinganda sell-off of shares in
companies with large Scottish expo-
sure and would at the very least create
a long period of uncertainty, analysts
said.
StevenBarrow, a currency and fixed-

income strategist, said that the pound
could fall by5percentagainst thedollar
and the euro if Scotland voted “yes”.
OnWednesday Goldman Sachs said

thatwhile independencewasunlikely, a

“yes” vote would trigger a sterling
currency crisis because of doubt over
whatScotlandwoulduse foracurrency.
Base rate yesterday was kept at its

ultra-low level of 0.5 per cent for the
66th successive month as the Bank of
England’s rate-setting panel voted
again for no change.
Speculation about the first base rate

rise sinceearly 2009hadbeen triggered
after two of the nine members of the
Bank’s Monetary Policy Committee
voted last month for an increase to
0.75per cent.
However, since then, benign infla-

tion figuresandevidence thatpay levels
are falling hasweakened the case of the
interest rate hawks.
Analysts said that the decision was

not a surprise, adding that the most
likely timing for any increase was
November or February next year.
The MPC also left its stimulus pro-

gramme, known as quantitative easing,
unchanged, maintaining the stock of
purchased assets at £375 billion.
Minutes of the latest MPC meeting

will be published on September 17.
Thepoundwas trading lateyesterday

at $1.6349, its lowest for seven months,
and down from the $1.6450 at which it
had traded 24 hours earlier.

Building bricks

The top ten toys

Built to lastGrowth storyWorld’s biggest toymakers

Lego

Sales in the first half 2014 ($)
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By British sales this year5.2m
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Laid end to end, the number of
Lego bricks sold in 2012 would
stretch round the world more than 18
times.

To reach the Moon you would
need to build a column of around 40
billion Lego bricks.

There are more than 915 million
combinations possible for six 2 x 4
Lego bricks of the same
colour.
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In the six months to June 30:

Operating
profit

Profit before tax

Everything is awesome at
Lego as it becomes the
world’s biggest toymaker
Kathryn Hopkins

The title song of The Lego Movie has
not only stuck in children’s heads
throughout the summer, but it could
also furnish the motto for the
Danish company behind the film.
The success of Everything is

Awesome helped the Lego Group to
overtake Mattel, which makes
Barbie and Hot Wheels, as the
world’s biggest toymaker based on
sales in the six months to June 30,
although the critical Christmas
period lies ahead.
Operating profits at the plastic

brick manufacturer, based in
Billund, rose to DKr3.63 billion
(£390 million) in the first six
months, up by 12 per cent on the

same period last year. Sales rose by
11 per cent to DKr11.5 billion in the
same period.
This was in contrast to Mattel,

based in California, which
disappointed investors this summer
when it reported a slump in sales to
$2.01 billion. Revenue at Hasbro,
which makes Transformers toys,
came in at $1.51 billion.
Lego, whose name is an

abbreviation of two Danish words
meaning “play well”, was founded in
1932 by Ole Kirk Christiansen, a
carpenter who started by making
wooden toys. The private company
is owned by his grandson and
Denmark’s richest man, Kjeld Kirk
Kristiansen, and the Lego brick
remains its most important product.
Jørgen Vig Knudstorp, the chief

executive and president of Lego,
said: “Our revenue in the first half
has more than tripled compared to
first-half revenue six years ago in
2008. It is a very satisfactory result
that shows our significant growth in
recent years in a tough economic
environment.”
Contributing significantly to

interim sales growth were the
products associated with The Lego
Movie, which was released
worldwide this year. The company is
expected to benefit further from its
DVD sales, and The Lego Movie 2 is
scheduled to be released in 2017.
Lego’s sales grew by double digits

in Europe, the Americas and Asia,
where China drove up revenue by
more than 50 per cent. Lego
recently set up its first factory in
Jiaxing, China, as well as a new
office in Shanghai.
“There is a huge potential in Asia

and we are still learning and in the
process of building our capabilities
in the region,” Mr Knudstorp said.
“The factory and the office
represent a significant expansion of
our physical presence.”
In Britain, the second and third

bestselling toys this year were Lego
mini-figures and Lego Simpsons
mini-figures, although they were
beaten to first place by Panini’s Fifa
World Cup album stickers. Mattel’s
Hot Wheels were the seventh
bestselling toy.
Lloyd Harris, a University of

Warwick marketing professor, said:
“It’s been a brilliant year for Lego
and it’s going to get better.
“While other toy companies are

scrabbling around to produce toys to
tie in with movies, Lego has done
things the other way around as the
inherent versatility of Lego has
enabled licensed movie-makers to
create a perfectly targeted movie
that is inextricably linked to the
Lego product.”

Draghi adopts QE in €500bn
deal to halt eurozone deflation
Philip Aldrick Economics Editor

The European Central Bank cut inter-
est rates to a record low, slapped banks
with higher charges for hoarding funds
and launched a version of quantitative
easing as it stepped up efforts to tackle
the twin threats of deflation and
stagnation in the eurozone.
The governing council yesterday

lowered its main refinancing rate from
0.15 to 0.05 per cent and took its deposit
rate for banks deeper into negative
territory. Banks will now have to pay
0.2per cent for parking their money at
the central bank, inwhat is effectively a
tax for failing to lend. Since June, they
have been charged 0.1 per cent.
Alongside the surprise rate cuts,

Mario Draghi, the ECB president, said
that the central bank would start buy-
ing asset-backed securities next month
in what he accepted amounted to QE.
In addition, he dusted off an old crisis
tool by launchinga “coveredbond”pro-
gramme under which the ECBwill buy
debt frombanks that is backedbymort-
gages or other collateral.
Althoughhedeclined tocommenton

the size of the two new programmes,

ECBsources toldReuters that theymay
amount to €500billion.MrDraghi said
that the purchases would have a “size-
able impact” on the balance sheet. In-
cluding an existing funding scheme for
lenders, he signalled that he would like
the balance sheet to swell by about
€1 trillion over the coming years — in-
creasing it by a third.
Yesterday’s broad stimulus package

was farmore than themarket had been
expecting and sent the euro sliding by
nearly 2 cents to a 14-month low of
$1.2955. The single currency has lost
5 per cent since early July.
Government borrowing costs across

the bloc tumbled and European stock
markets rose as the package reassured
investors that the ECBwas prepared to
make every effort to stave off deflation
and rekindle growth.

MrDraghi is fighting topull theeuro-
zone back from brink as the economy
slips towards the crisis that cost Japan
two decades of growth. Prices are fall-
ing in Spain, Italy, Greece and Portugal
and inflation across the eurozone is
running at 0.3 per cent, the lowest rate
in fiveyears.GDPgrowth for the region
flatlined in the three months to June.
For the second quarter running, the

ECB cut its growth and inflation fore-
casts. The single currency area is ex-
pected to grow by 0.9 per cent this year,
down from 1 per cent in June, and by
1.6 per cent in 2015, down from 1.7 per
cent. Its inflation outlook for this year
was cut from0.7 per cent to0.6 per cent.
Mr Draghi stressed that risks re-

mained “on the downside” — citing
“heightened geopolitical risks”.
TheECBhas unveiled two big stimu-

lus packages in three months. In June,
rateswerealsocutby0.1ofapercentage
point as a €400 billion cheap funding
scheme for the banks was announced.
Mr Draghi said that yesterday’s rate

cut would further encourage banks to
use the “targeted long-term refinanc-
ing operation” scheme by making it
cheaper.

Fears over breakaway send
pound to seven-month low

Inside today

Europe has finallype y
crossed the Rubicon
Pages 34, 35
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Need to know

Pennycook to lead
Co-op after winning
‘hearts and minds’

Paddy Power
pins hopes
on insider to
halt decline

Nic Fildes
Andrew Clark Deputy Business Editor

The Co-operative Group has named
Richard Pennycook, the interim boss
who had previously counted himself
out of the running for the top job, as
new chief executive as it attempts to
rebuild its reputation after a series of
damaging financial crises.
Mr Pennycook, who is a former fi-

nance director ofWmMorrison Super-
markets, stepped into the breach
after the surprise resignation of Euan
Sutherland inMarch and has spent the
past six months steadying the ship. His
appointmentwasannouncedalongside
the Co-op’s first-half results, which
showed that it had posted a small profit
against a heavy loss the previous year.

The 50-year-old said he changed his
mind on taking the top job after new
governance reforms were introduced
at an extraordinary meeting over the
weekend. “The key element was the
governance vote. That unlocked the
prospect of running the organisation
permanently. I have a very strong view
that this is a national institution and a
unique organisation,” he said.
Ursula Lidbetter, the outgoing chair-

woman of the Co-op, said thatMr Pen-
nycook’s “deep experience of turn-
arounds” made him ideal to usher in a
period of “certainty” at themutual, and
that he had enjoyed a successful in-
terim stint at thehelm. “Hehaswon the
hearts andmindsofmembers,” she said.
Mr Pennycook has earned £1.3mil-

lion as interim chief executive. ACo-op
spokesman said that his remuneration
had not been fully decided. Executive
compensation is a thorny issue for the
Co-op after Mr Sutherland’s exit in the
wake of a boardroom revolt over his
proposed £3.5million pay packet.
The Co-opmade a £116million profit

in the six months to June compared
with a £1 billion loss a year ago as the
organisationwas obliged to take a huge
write-off on theCo-opBank, which has
since been hived off into a separate
business. It had debt of £1.4 billion but
expects to have cut its borrowings, in-
cluding short-term bank debt, to £1bil-
lion by the end of the year as it receives
theproceedsof its disposal programme.
It has bolstered its balance sheet by

selling its farms, pharmacies and cash-
handling division for £910million,
which Mr Pennycook said was more
than it had expected. The mutual’s new
chief executive said the worst was be-
hind it after a turbulent few years. The
Co-op has been rocked by a financial
abyss at the Co-op Bank, a sex scandal
surrounding the bank’s former chair-
man, a downturn in trading at its super-
markets and an internal battle over gov-
ernance, whichwas settled on Saturday.
Interimresults fromtheorganisation

showed a 1 per cent increase in like-for-
like sales at the Co-op’s supermarkets,
although profits from food slipped to
£107 million from £117 million after the
sale of non-core stores. It will continue
to offload its larger supermarkets.

Troubleshooter on
another mission
“He actually has a very dry sense of
humour,” says a former adviser to
Richard Pennycook, the softly
spoken former finance director who
is now in charge of the Co-op,
having joined the group last year
(Richard Fletcher writes).
A former audit partner at

Andersen, Mr Pennycook has spent
much of his career turning around
troubled firms. He was parachuted
in to HP Bullmer after the cider
maker breached its covenants and
did a stint at Laura Ashley after the
departure of Ann Iverson.
In 2005 he joinedWmMorrison as

finance director with the integration
of Safeway in disarray. Sir Ken
Morrison had issued five profit
warnings, but, alongside Marc
Bolland, now chief executive of
Marks & Spencer, Mr Pennycook
repaired relationships with the City.
His turnaround skills were not

always appreciated, however, and he
was overlooked when Mr Bolland left
and the board was seeking a
replacement. In his spare time, Mr
Pennycook used to fly, but travails at
the Co-op meant that his pilot’s
licence recently lapsed.

Serco has received
a welcome boost
with news that it

has been named
preferred bidder to
continue running
immigration
detention camps in
Australia (Robert Lea

writes). The contract,
which in previous
years has been worth
£450 million a year to
the British company,
was signed in 2009.
Serco has been

named preferred
bidder for the renewal
alongside a local
business.
However, the not-

so-good news for
Serco is that, with the
Australian authorities
dealing with far fewer

boats of immigrants
hoping to seek
asylum, such as those
above, the annual
value of the work to
Serco is likely to be
halved.
Though the exact

value of the contract
is unlikely to be
known for several
months, it was enough
to improve Serco’s
shares, with the price
closing 12½p better at
325¼p.

Serco eyes
new life in
Australia

KRIS ARIA / AFP / GETTY IMAGE

Nic Fildes

Paddy Power has looked beyond
Ireland and appointed a Scot as its new
chief executive.
Andy McCue is head of the book-

maker’s UKand Irish retail operations
and has been with the company for
eight years.He replaces PatrickKenne-
dy, who announced in May that he
would be leaving the business after a
decade in the role.
The new chief executive, a Cam-

bridge graduate, was credited with
transforming the profitability of its
UKbusiness and handling regulatory
matters for the company.
“Andy is the ideal leader to drivePad-

dy Power’s next phase of growth,”
NigelNorthridge, its chairman, said.
PaddyPower shares have fallen by

16 per cent this yearwith the bulk of the

decline coming after Mr Kennedy
announced his departure. Analysts
expected a bounce on the appointment
ofMrMcCue, who presided over a unit
with £1.6 billion of revenue and 3,000
staff, but shares dipped by ¼p to 52p.
The appointment of Mr McCue was

delivered in an unusually sober tone by
the bookmaker, which is often prone to
descriptions such as “our Australian
business continues to perform as spec-
tacularly as a TimCahill volley” and
whichextols thesocialmediaprowessof
abeer-drinking toysquirrel calledBarry
O’Rio in its results announcements.
PaddyPower emphasised that it con-

ducted a lengthy search for its new
chief executive and had considered a
number of external candidates.
Mr Kennedy described the appoint-

ment as “a great day for PaddyPower”.
He was scheduled to leave in April but
will instead exit in January, when he
hands over to Mr McCue.
He said that it hadbeen “as funandas

interesting a job as anyone could hope
to have” when he revealed his decision
to leave.

Finger scanners tackle bank fraud
Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

Bank customers will soon have to
confirm their identities by scanning the
intricate and unique patterns of blood
vessels in their fingers, in a move to
crack down on fraud by Barclays.
The bank said that it was adopting

“finger vein authentication” techno-
logy for large businesses from next
year, and that the system could event-
ually be rolled out for small firms and
personal customers.
By inserting their fingers into a spe-

cial reader, customers would be able to
access their online accounts with no
need for PINs or passwords.
The new system, designed and man-

ufacturedbyHitachi, of Japan, is initial-
ly being offered to 30,000 large busi-
ness customers from next year.
Finger vein recognition technology

goes back to 2002 and is used in eight
out of ten Japanese cash machines, but
is barely known in Britain.
Ashok Vaswani, chief executive of

Barclays’ personal and corporate bank-
ing division, said that the technology
would be “game-changing for UKbusi-
nesses and consumers”.
The readers,whichuse infrared light,

are the size of a computer mouse and
can be plugged into a personal comput-
er. Barclays said that the technology
was better than fingerprint systems,

which could be outwitted by sophisti-
cated criminals; for example, a severed
finger could not be used by a criminal
because bloodwouldhave to be passing
through the veins.
Hitachi claims that its technology is

wrong in approving a falsely matched
identity in only one case in a million,
and in rejecting a bona fide customer in

one case in 10,000. Cifas, the fraud pre-
vention service, said that identity fraud
was a growing problem: 123,600 cases
were reported in 2012, up from 77,500
in 2007. The annual cost has been put
at £3.3 billion by the National Fraud
Authority, the now-defunct govern-
ment agency.
At present, officials in big companies

using Barclays employ a small device
known as PINsentry, into which they
key a four-digit PIN, which then gener-
ates a code for them to gain access to
the account.
Barclays said that securitywas some-

times compromised because officials in
the accounts departments of their cor-
porate customers occasionally shared
the same PINand even wrote it down
on the bottom of the device.
Corporate customers will initially

have to pay for the new devices, which
will cost less than £100.
Apple has also incorporated finger-

print authentication technology for the
iPhone 5, which was released in 2012.

£3.3bn
The annual cost of ID fraud
Source: National Fraud Authority

Andy McCue: “the
ideal leader” for
the next phase
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Skills gap
sparks fresh
demand for
visa reform
Kathryn Hopkins

The struggle to find skilled staff has led
to vacancies rising at their fastest pace
since 1998, increasing pressure on the
government to reform the visa system.
Permanent candidates were in par-

ticularly short supply, according to the
Recruitment and Employment Con-
federation and KPMG.
Kevin Green, chief executive of the

REC, said: “While immigration has
increased, according to government
figures, this clearlyhashad little impact
on the jobs market. As skills shortages
increase and employers struggle to find
the people they need, politicians from
all parties should focus on ensuring
that we have a visa and immigration
regime that supports UK businesses.”
Permanent staff salaries continued

to rise at an elevated rate last month,
with the latest increase only slightly
slower than June’s survey record. Tem-
porary pay also rose strongly, fuelling
hopes that wage growth will soon start
to pick up. Last month’s figures showed
that it contracted in the past year.
This came as a separate report from

the CBI and KPMG indicated that
more thanhalf of businesses in the cap-
ital want a reformed visa system to re-
move the barriers to hiring highly
skilled individuals from overseas, in-
cluding readjusting the net migration
target, as two thirds of companies
struggle to find skilled staff.
The skills shortage was particularly

rife among IT, creative, finance and en-
gineering specialists. Science, techno-
logy, engineering andmaths skills were
in high demand, and literacy and nu-
meracy were also ranked as key traits
that firms look for in their employees.
Recognisingthis,halfof firmshavees-

tablished links with schools or colleges.
Of those businesses, half provide work
experience to students andmore than a
third give careers advice and talks.
LucyHaynes, London director of the

CBI, said: “To keep the capital interna-
tionally competitive, as well as attract-
ive to skilled workers, policymakers
need to look at further streamlining the
visa system.”
The two studies followed reports out

this week that there was a shortage of
bricklayers, plasterers and conveyan-
cers as the government’s Help to Buy
scheme and recovering economy in-
crease demand among homebuyers.
Manyof these people left their trades

when the financial crisis struck six
years ago and hit hard at the building
sector.

Sathnam Sanghera

A fortnight later, I’m
still annoyed that
some moron
considered it
amusing to replace

the logo for Greggs the Baker on its
google profile with a spoof slogan
reading: “providing s**t to scum for
over 70 years”. The company, famous
for its baps and rolls and steak bakes,
handled it with charm, but it seems
that snobbishly trolling brands that
cater for the working classes has
become a regular occurrence.
We have seen it this week on

Twitter in relation to the news that
Iceland is flogging a Chicken Tikka
Masala Yorkshire Pudding, and over
the weekend in response to the sad
news that one of the Black Country’s
last faggot shops is closing after 125
years and four generations of family
trading. Enough is enough.
A bacon breakfast roll and coffee or

tea from only £2 at Greggs or, for that
matter, a meal deal at McDonald’s or
Burger King, is not “s**t”. It’s
philanthropic, just as faggots (which,
for the sake of any American readers,
I should explain are snacks made
from meat offcuts and offal) were a
godsend for ordinary people wanting
to eat cheaply. Not everyone can
afford (or even wants) to pay £12 for a
quinoa salad and kale juice from
Waitrose.
Indeed, the real problem today is

not brands such as Greggs providing
value to the mass public, but the
opposite — posh brands providing
ordinary products at extortionate
prices to a select idiotic few. Off the
top of my head I can think of tens of
supposedly high-end brands more
annoying than Greggs, not least
Daylesford Organic, Farrow & Ball
paints, the children’s clothing retailer
Petit Bateau, The Rug Company,
Duchy Originals and Maggie & Rose,
the “Soho House for parents” run by
aristo friends of Prince William and
Kate, which charges a membership
fee of £875 for the privilege of
keeping your children away from
plebs.
Though if I had to come up with a

list of Britain’s five most annoying
posh brands, they would have to
include:
Mr Trotter’s. Perhaps even more
upsetting than the news of the faggot
shop closure in my home county was
the discovery in the same week that
Old Etonian Tom Parker Bowles, son

of Camilla, stepson of Prince Charles
and one-time member of the Piers
Gaveston Society, is now flogging the
most working-class of Black Country
foodstuffs, the pork scratching. The
inadvertently amusing website for
“Mr Trotter’s Great British Pork
Crackling” tells us that he came up
with the idea for the “superior brand
. . . following a ground-breaking
dinner” with his friends “Matthew
Fort and Rupert Ponsonby . . . at
which scratchings of various origins
were served in a number of
imaginative forms and matched to a
range of beers together”. Men called
Rupert shouldn’t even be allowed to
eat pork scratchings, let alone sell
them. As for manufacture, pork
scratchings should, by law, be made
by blokes called Trevor on industrial
estates in Dudley, and they should

not be “available in two great flavours
— Original and Jalapeno Chili”, but in
one, albeit with each packet
containing three distinct textures:
crispy pig skin; crispy pig nipple skin;
and crispy pig nipple skin with
protruding nipple hair.
Osborne & Little. This is the
wallpaper and soft-furnishings outfit
run by George Osborne’s parents, Sir
Peter and Lady Felicity, in which the
chancellor retains a 15 per cent stake,
and which he recently referred to as a
“small manufacturing company” in a
speech. Unfortunately, there is
nothing small about its prices — £36
for a Matthew Williamson Umbrella
anyone? Or maybe £125 per roll of the
“Best in Show” wallpaper, which
features “Silhouettes of favourite dog
breeds in pure black flock on a clean
cream base”. For that much I’d be

willing to personally visit your house
with a crate of puppies and stencil
around them on to your nursery
walls.
Smythson’s. Yet another daft brand
with vague links to the Conservative
party (Samantha Cameron, the wife
of the prime minister, is an adviser),
and the royal family (it boasts three
royal warrants). But its website is
more entertaining than Mr Trotter’s
and Osborne & Little’s combined,
because at present it is advertising a
“new season” 2015 Portobello Diary
for £210, which is just £40 quid short
of the price of an iPad mini; a Panama
Double Zip Travel Wallet for £450,
which is just over half of what a
British family of four will spend on
their annual break; and a Mara
Passport Cover with Slide “from £140
to £1,525”, which, at its cheapest, is
more than twice the cost of two
actual British passports.
Jack Wills. The Wikipedia entry for
this clothing brand points out that it
does not use “a conventional
advertising model”. Which is probably
for the best given that its products are
branded with a logo of a pheasant
with a top hat and a walking stick. Its
marketing tricks have involved
sending “signature” hoodies to the
head girl and boy of every public
school in the country. It has designed
T-shirts for the Eton rugby tour,
employs “a bunch of impossibly
beautiful, incredibly polite brand
ambassadors called Seasonnaires” to
spread its brand message, and runs
shops that deliberately resemble
boarding schools. If more people
knew about it, there may well be riots.
Gail’s. There are now so many
branches of this “artisan bakery” in
north London that I sometimes worry
it might be planning a reverse
takeover of the boroughs of Camden
and Islington. They would certainly
have the funds to do so, given that a
single portion of Brioche French
Toast costs £7, a portion of Pear &
Berry Bircher Muesli will leave your
wallet £4.50 lighter, and a bacon
sandwich costs £5.50 (with an egg
pushing it up to £7). The last time I
popped into Greggs, a promotional
offer meant that I could have got two
bacon baps for the same price, with
two cups of tea, and
still had some
change left over.
Those s**t-serving
scumbags.

‘‘

’’

Stand up for Greggs — it’s the posh
brands that are truly hard to stomach
Sathnam Sanghera is a journalist and author
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No smoke without fire as Draghi

T
he European Central Bank
has crossed the Rubicon.
From November, it will have
joined Britain, the United
States and Japan in printing

money to reflate their economies.
Europe is finally pursuing a deliberate,
unconcealed policy of quantitative eas-
ing. Technically, it will not be the first

time the ECB has conducted QE. In
2009 and 2011, it launched two covered
bond programmes—using newmoney
to buy up corporate debt.
The scale was tiny, though, at €75bil-

lion in total across three years. In the
past couple ofmonths, it has also begun
to leave some sovereign debt purchases
“unsterilised”— in effect another small

money-printing programme. What
made yesterday different, though, was
the fact that Mario Draghi, the bank’s
president, was no longer trying to hide
it. QE, he said, was the “outright pur-
chase of assets”, whether from the pri-
vate or public sector. The ECB’s plan to
buy asset-backed securities (ABS) from
November would be “outright”.
Make no mistake, he was saying QE

has begun. For the moment, the ECB’s
ambitions are nowhere near those of
the Bank of England or the US Federal
Reserve, but Europe has taken a
symbolic first step towards full-scale

sovereign debt purchases. Politics on
the ECB’s governing council remains
an obstacle. However,MrDraghi again
claimed yesterday that, if deflation
became an immediate threat, therewas
unanimous support for other “uncon-
ventional instruments” — a phrase
considered shorthand for full QE.
“This is quantitative easing,” Ken

Wattret, market economist with BNP
Paribas, said. “The council was not
unanimous. Some didn’t want to go as
far as theECBhas.Otherswanted to do
more. That will be the debate fromnow
on. Looking at how this has played out
at other central banks, you would ex-
pect them to do more.”
The ECB is planning to intervene on

a scale not previously seen. Mr Draghi
was careful not to put a number on the
proposed QE-lite intervention, but he
said thathewanted toget theECB’s bal-
ance sheet back to “the size it was at the
beginning of 2012”.
That would mean an increase of

about €1 trillion, or more than a third.
Some of that would be liquidity for
banks through the targeted long-term
refinancing operations (TLTROs)

announced in June and scheduled to
start in a fortnight.
The rest would be new QE, through

the ABS or asset purchases and a
covered bond programme also an-
nounced yesterday.
Before yesterday’s announcement,

reports circulated that the two new
schemes could amount to €500billion.
MrDraghi did not confirm any figures,
but there is a deep pool of assets from
which to draw. The euro-denominated
ABSmarket, including mortgage secu-
rities that theECB saidwould qualify, is
worth about €700billion. The covered
bond market is twice that size.
Having fought the crisis solely with

rhetoric for years, Mr Draghi has ac-
cepted that action is all that can allay
market concerns in the face of flat-
liningeconomicgrowthand inflationat
0.3 per cent, a five-year low.
In the space of three months, the

ECB has cut rates to a record low twice
— plunging the deposit rate for banks

deep into negative territory for the first
time in history — and unveiled three
new schemes in June’s TLTROs and
yesterday’s ABS and covered bond pro-
grammes.
The ECB’s new forecasts were a stark

reminder of the scale of the problem.
For the second time in six months,
growthand inflationweredowngraded.
The risks, it added, were still “on the
downside”, including “heightened geo-
political risks” — namely, Ukraine.

Quantitative easing is finally on the European
Central Bank’s agenda, Philip Aldrickwrites, and
it plans to intervene on a scale never seen before

F
rance needs the
latest stimulus
measure from the
European Central
Bank far more

keenly than Germany,
according to new data
from the eurozone’s two
biggest economies
(Patrick Hosking writes).
French unemployment

rose in the second quarter
to 10.2 per cent from an
unrevised 10.1 per cent in
the first quarter, INSEE,
the official statistics
agency, said hours before
the ECB cut interest rates.
The French jobless rate,

measured according to
the International Labour
Organisation’s criteria,
was the highest since the
third quarter of last year,
when it was 10.3 per
cent. The figures will
cause a further headache
for President Hollande as
protests mount over his
inability to revive the
economy. By contrast,
Germany enjoyed a sharp
rebound in factory orders
in July, according to the
Federal Statistical Office,
suggesting that Europe’s
biggest economy is
holding up despite the
crisis in Ukraine.

A tale of two
countries
shows need
for stimulus

What they said: the experts’ view

Neil Williams, chief
economist, Hermes
Group
“The ECB’s private asset
purchases may help, but
the amounts are small,
and any benefit will fall
more to the bigger, core
members than the
periphery. Far more
useful would’ve been
the ‘bazooka’ of
unlimited sovereign QE,
which was not fired. But
Mr Draghi’s clearly
leaving his powder dry.”

Ken Wattret, market
economist, BNPParibas
“The ECBis showing it
is sensitive to the
downside risks, after
appearing to ignore
them in August.
There was an
important signalling
issue there. The
council feels
that the June

rate cut has contributed
to a decline in the euro,
and they want that to
continue.”

Simon Ward, chief
economist, Henderson,
below
“The ECB surpassed
expectations for this
month’s meeting. It is
probably on hold at
least through December
to assess the effects of
its various easing
measures since June.
Henderson’s view is that
eurozone economic
news will improve in
late 2014, quelling
calls for QE.”

Martin Harvey,
fixed-income fund
manager,

Threadneedle
Investments
“This will
mark the

beginning of
quantitative easing,
albeit without going
down the traditional
route of sovereign bond
purchases. Institutional
hurdles remain, but it is
still in the armoury if
the economic situation
were to worsen further.”

Trevor Greetham,
director of asset
allocation, Fidelity
Worldwide Investment
“There is no further
room to cut rates so the
focus is on the liquidity
injections and asset
purchase programmes
already announced. [Mr
Draghi] repeated his call
for a more growth-
friendly fiscal stance.
What Europe really
needs is a much easier
fiscal stance in
countries like Germany,
but that isn’t likely.”

‘Some didn’t want to
go as far as the ECB
has. Others wanted
to do more’
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unveils rescue plan for eurozone

The ECB’s package of measures has
been designed to boost bank lending,
the main lever through which it can
stimulate growth. About 60 per cent of
eurozone output is generated by com-
panieswith fewer than 500members of
staff and dependent on bank lending,
compared with 30 per cent in the US,
where the bond markets play a much
bigger role.
Mr Draghi is operating a “carrot and

stick” approach to stimulus. Negative

deposit rates are a tax on banks that sit
on their money, while cheap funding
costs make it more attractive to lend.
The TLTROs have been designed spe-
cifically to reward lenders forextending
credit to small businesses.
Mr Draghi claimed that the rate cut

wouldmake theTLTROsmore attract-
ive, by removing any prospect of
another reductionbefore the second is-
suance in December. He said that rates
were absolutely rock bottom, so banks

have no incentive to hold out this
month in the hope of a cheaper deal.
There is a limit to what the ECB can

do, though. Again,MrDraghi called on
governments to push through urgent
reforms. Taking the example of an
entrepreneur who wanted to set up a
business but faced eight months of red
tape, he said: “She won’t ask for credit.”
The ECB can do only so much, after

all, andwithQEnow inmotion the ball
is back squarely with the politicians.

Jobs growth
puts pressure
on Yellen for
early rate rise
Harry Wilson

TheUnited States has recorded its fifth
consecutive month of private payrolls
increasing by more than 200,000 jobs,
showing continuing steady growth in
the world’s largest economy.
Figures from the ADP, the pay proc-

essing firm, indicated that payroll en-
rolments increased by 204,000 last
month, in advance of the release of offi-
cial figures that are expected to show a
similar trend.
The increase followed a rise of

212,000 in July, and marked the fifth
month of gains of more than 200,000,
which Carlos Rodriguez, the ADP’s
chief executive, said was an “encourag-
ing trend for the US labour market”.
The government’s figures, released

today, are expected to record a 225,000
increase in job numbers, according to a
consensus survey of economists con-
ducted by Reuters. This would follow a
209,000 rise in July and would add to
the impressionof an increasingly buoy-
ant US jobs market with unemploy-
ment benefit claims holding steady.
Employment figures have become a

particularly important signal for the
markets, with Janet Yellen, chairwom-
an of the Federal Reserve, highlighting
the importance of strong numbers in
her forthcoming decision on interest
rates. Expectations are for an increase
in rates in the first half of next year, but
this is likely to depend on a continuing
run of good economic data, especially
increases in employment.
In her speech at the Jackson Hole

symposium last month, Ms Yellen said
policymakers still believed therewas an
“underutilisation of labour” in the US
economy, but added that if the jobs
market were to improve faster than ex-
pectations, rates could rise sooner.
Rates have been held at 0.25 per cent

since December 2008 after being
slashed at the height of the financial
crisis in the wake of the bankruptcy of
Lehman Brothers.

JACKY NAEGELEN / REUTERS

How theECB forecasts have changed
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Unrest over
increasing job
losses in France
will be stoked
by new figures
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and Italy. Betfair shares, up 35p at
£11.30, are again approaching the
£13 level at which it was brought to
market in 2010. In between, there
has been the diversion of a private
equity bid last year that offered 950p
a share.
Profits will be flattish this year

because of the imposition of point of
consumption duty. The shares
therefore trade on a chunky earnings
multiple of about 20.

does have a small football fixed-odds
operation. Take out the tournament,
though, and revenues were still 12per
cent higher.
Betfair has been turned around

under Breon Corcoran, the chief
executive, who has exited peripheral
and unprofitable operations and
concentrated on the core business.
The number of active customers
grew by 48 per cent in the quarter.
Revenues from so-called sustainable
markets, those where online
gambling is either legal or about to
become so, were 17 per cent higher,
excluding the World Cup.
Earnings were up by 39 per cent to

£34.5million, despite the need to
invest in new ventures in New Jersey

As an exchange that stands
between punters and merely
allows them to bet against one

another, Betfair should be immune
to the unexpected results in the
Premier League that have hit some
of the other bookies, where the
wrong team won and the punters
cleaned up.
Instead, the surge of new business

brought about by the World Cup sent
revenues ahead by 30 per cent in the
first quarter to the end of July. There
was even a positive effect from the
actual games, because the company

companies news

PRICES

Corbett leaves Alent
Steve Corbett, the chief executive
of Alent, has left the performance
materials group after a clash on
future strategy. Mr Corbett had
led the company since it split
from Vesuvius, its sister company
in Cookson, the industrial group,
in December 2012. It is
understood that Alent board
members did not believe Mr
Cookson had the talents to lead a
mergers and acquisitions-based
expansion of the company.
Shares in Alent shed 6p to close
at 345p.

Family firm goes under
A 175-year-old distributor of
agricultural products has gone
into administration, causing the
loss of 162 jobs. The McArthur
Group, based in Bristol, has
announced that it has ceased
trading because of years of
declining sales. Sam McArthur,
its most recent chief executive,
was the fifth generation to lead
the family business, which has its
origins in making shovels for
Cornish miners in the 1830s.

Image rights lawsuit
Getty Images has filed a lawsuit
against Microsoft with a New
York court claiming that the Bing
Image Widget released last
month by Microsoft would turn
“the entirety of the world’s online
images into little more than a
vast, unlicensed ‘clip art’
collection”. Microsoft said: “As a
copyright owner we think the
laws in this area are important.
We’ll look closely at Getty’s
concerns.”

Appetite for expansion
The majority of Britain’s food and
drinks companies are seeking to
expand overseas, according to a
survey by Lloyds Bank. It said
that more than three quarters of
the 100 businesses planned to
target markets in western Europe,
with more than half focusing on
the Far East and Asia. About half,
or 49 per cent, said they would
seek new markets in the Middle
East. Optimism was high, with
98 per cent expecting growth.

For breaking
news and analysis
thetimes.co.uk/
business

MartinWaller Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Canadian
sale looks
entirely
positive

S
tandard Life’s sale of its
Canadian business was so
unexpected, and took place
so late on Wednesday, that
the market has taken a while

to get its head around the
implications.
Plainly it was a positive: the return

on capital from the Canadian side, at
8 per cent or 9 per cent, is well
behind the 15per cent the insurer
sees elsewhere, and the return of
£1.75billion to shareholders brings to
£3.5billion, or 147p a share, the
amount handed over in ordinary
or special dividends over the
past four years.
But the real result is that

Standard Life can move
ahead as a much more
capital-light business,
rather than having huge
sums tied up in reserves for
regulatory reasons. Hence the
return of capital, though the
company is retaining the rest of the
£2.2billion proceeds to spend
elsewhere. One option is a further

investment in the Indian joint
venture, HDFCLife, when the
authorities there allow Standard Life

to raise its holding from 26 per
cent to 49 per cent.

The Canadian business
was a traditional guaranteed
products type that required
the holding of large
amounts of capital to fund
future payouts, was

vulnerable to the effects of low
interest rates and would have

required yet more set aside under the
forthcoming Solvency II review.
Instead, Standard Life will get

89 per cent of revenues from fee

income, a more reliable
source, while a distribution
agreement with Manulife,
the buyer, will see its
products distributed in
Canada, the United States
and Asia, which the company
says will more than treble assets
under management distributed by
the Canadians in three years.
The sum being raised, nearly

20 times earnings for the business, is
ahead of expectations. Finally,
Standard Life has pledged to
continue its progressive dividend
policy.
It looks to be a win all around,

then, and the shares rose 31p to
417¼p. The company says the deal
will be earnings-neutral; some
analysts were inclined to edge
forecasts up a touch to account for
the benefits of that distribution deal.
They expect a 7 per cent rise in the

total dividend, in line with the
interim payment. This would suggest
a yield for the shares of 4.3 per cent.
That is attractive enough.
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A graceful exit
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I t is not often that this column
concerns itself with the squid
catch in the South Atlantic. But

this year’s haul is a record since the
Falkland Islands’ fishery began in
1987, which will encourage investors
in Falkland Islands Holdings.
This is an odd mishmash of

businesses that includes the company
that serves the huge ships that catch
the squid offshore, as well as about
two thirds of all the retail on the
islands and a small stake in Falkland
Oil andGas. This last has been a dull

performer over the past couple
of years. FIH has held up
because of the steady flow of
cash generated by other
businesses, an art storage
one and the Portsmouth
Harbour Ferry Company,
which has supported

dividends that provide the
shares, up 9p at 362½p, with a yield

in excess of 3 per cent.
The real excitement comes next

year, when the Eirik Raude rig
arrives in the spring to drill six test
wells, four at Premier Oil’s Sea Lion
prospect. The preparatory work is
under way to accommodate the
necessary staff.
Full development of Sea Lion

would transform the islands’
economy and the fortunes of FIH.
Existing investors might as well hold
on for this.

73p a share
Amount returned
to shareholders

follow me
on twitter
for updates
@MartinWaller10

MY ADVICE Buy
WHY The terms of the deal
are attractive. Standard Life
will see a more reliable
income stream and a better
return on capital in the future

Adisappointment for Genel
Energy, which has had to
plug and abandon a well off

Angola that turned out dry. The
company is in partnership with the
state oil company and Statoil, of
Norway. The drillship will move on
to a neighbouring block. Angola is
one area that Genel is exploring to
lessen its reliance on the Kurdish
region of Iraq. A well off Malta was
also unsuccessful, but hopes are
high for Morocco, where in the
next few weeks results will be
released from the key Nour
prospect in the Atlantic.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICE Hold
WHY Prospects for oil
development are encouraging

MY ADVICE Hold
WHY Shares look highly
valued at this level

standard life

£2.2bn amount Canadian deal brings in

falkland islands holdings

£4.1m size of cash balances

betfair group

Revenue £117.3m ebitda £34.5m

Major indices
New York
Dow Jones 17069.58 (-8.70)
Nasdaq Composite 4562.29 (-10.28)
S&P 500 1997.65 (-3.07)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15676.18 (-52.17)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 25297.92 (-20.03)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 421.59 (+4.38)

Sydney
AO 5632.10 (-22.50)

Frankfurt
DAX 9724.26 (+97.77)

Singapore
Straits 3346.34 (-2.43)

Brussels
BEL20 3222.83 (+36.07)

Paris
CAC-40 4494.94 (+73.07)

Zurich
SMI Index 8834.75 (+31.18)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3277.25 (+58.41)

London
FTSE 100 6877.97 (+4.39)
FTSE 250 15995.79 (+3.89)
FTSE 350 3735.64 (+2.16)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2841.11 (+31.54)
FTSE All-Shares 3669.10 (+1.72)
FTSE Non Financials 4297.28 (-2.91)
techMARK 100 3368.35 (+5.00)
Bargains 1085348
US$ 1.6345 (-0.0112)
Euro 1.2624 (+0.0109)
£:SDR 1.09 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 87.5 (+0.3)
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 127.80 Jul (2005 = 100)
RPI 256.00 Jul (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.50 Jul (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 898.83 (+3.59)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4545.61 (+30.67)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 101.15 +0.25
Brent 25 day (Jan) 101.85 +0.05
Brent 25 day (Feb) 102.45 +0.00
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 94.60 -0.15
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 93.85 -0.05

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 985.00 987.00 +28.00
Gasoil EEC 872.75 873.75 +5.25
3.5 Fuel Oil 551.50 554.00 -0.25
Naphtha 872.00 875.00 +0.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Sep 860.75-860.50 Dec 868.25-867.75
Oct 863.75-863.25 Jan BID
Nov 866.50-866.00 Volume: 195059

Brent (9.00pm)
Oct 101.96-101.94 Jan 104.87-103.18
Nov 102.44-102.40 Feb 104.38-103.05

Dec 102.91-102.87 Volume: 867738

LIFFE

Cocoa

Sep 2000-1988 Dec 1918 BID
Dec 1995-1994 Mar 1917 BID
Mar 1967-1964 May unq
May 1958-1952
Jul 1951-1945
Sep 1922 BID Volume: 17037

RobustaCoffee

Sep 2150-2060 May 2175-2110
Nov 2094-2091 Jul 2175-2050
Jan 2105-2100
Mar 2112-2106 Volume: 10724

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters May 467.70-464.90
Aug 476.30-475.00

Oct 417.60-417.20 Oct 517.00-485.00
Dec 438.40-435.90 Dec 495.00-485.00
Mar 455.50-453.50 Volume: 19408

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Nov 118.70 Jan 121.00 Mar 122.90
May 125.90 Jul 126.00 Volume: 770

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 113.63 113.93 113.17 113.23 3745 33117
Dec 14 112.70 113.10 112.28 112.38 247352 387137

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.430 99.440 99.420 99.435 46477 301996
Dec 14 99.300 99.330 99.270 99.305 79920 492269
Mar 15 99.120 99.170 99.120 99.130 69972 410925
Jun 15 98.930 98.990 98.920 98.935 86630 351511
Sep 15 98.730 98.790 98.730 98.740 77250 317063

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.860 99.925 99.860 99.905 206171 484558
Dec 14 99.870 99.930 99.870 99.915 262031 417344
Mar 15 99.880 99.940 99.880 99.925 187299 389447
Jun 15 99.875 99.940 99.875 99.930 131431 301704
Sep 15 99.865 99.935 99.860 99.925 133460 344510

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 99.990 100.01 99.980 100.00 12242 43737
Dec 14 100.03 100.08 100.03 100.06 27928 61645
Mar 15 100.06 100.11 100.05 100.09 16542 57785
Jun 15 100.08 100.13 100.07 100.11 10067 35801

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.46 111.59 111.46 111.58 783 23528
Dec 14 111.58

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 127.15 127.57 127.13 127.38 988 10328
Dec 14 127.38

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 146.55 146.65 146.42 146.19 168 3837
Dec 14 146.19

FTSE100 Sep 14 6868.0 6907.5 6868.0 6878.0 120431 618146
Dec 14 6847.5 6875.0 6847.5 6852.0 14346 23644

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4302.5 350
Dec 14 4304.5
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I t may be doing
poorly on the track
but McLaren is

doing nicely from the
financial goldmine
that is Formula One
(Robert Lea writes).
The Woking-based

motor racing team,
whose main driver is

Jenson Button,
remain locked out of
contention with the
elite teams — Red
Bull, Ferrari and
Mercedes — in track
performance terms.
However, for 2013

there was enough
money in the pot to
finish fifth. There was
an 8 per cent boost
to revenues to
£268 million, enabling
a small loss in 2012 to
be turned into a
£19 million pre-tax

profit. Ron Dennis,
chairman and chief
executive, whose
supercar venture
records separate
results, said: “Sadly,
strong financial
performance during
2013 was not matched
by on-track success.”
The loss in 2012, the

last year before the
defection of Lewis
Hamilton, coincided
with more investment
in technology, the
company said.

McLaren
races back
into profit

ANDREW YATES / AFP / GETTY IMAGES

EasyJet does loads better
to rise above airline gloom
TimWebbMarket report

Investors in airlines have been
experiencing a fair bit of
turbulence of late. So there was
relief when easyJet reported a
strong rise in passenger

numbers last month, despite the
turmoil in the Middle East and
Ukraine that triggered a profit
warning in July.
Passenger numbers in August, the

most important month of the year for
the industry, rose 8.4 per cent year on
year to 6.6 million. The rise is the
third-highest year-on-year increase so
far this year for the budget airline.
EasyJet is also filling more seats

than ever, boosting its bottom line. It
reported that the “load factor”, which
measures how full flights are, rose by
1.4 per cent to a record 94.2 per cent.
Shares in easyJet rose 19p to £13.83.

Despite some strong pulls in
both directions, London’s
blue-chip index, which
briefly hit a 14 and a half
year high, closed up
4.39 points or 0.1 per cent at
6,877.97. Sharp risers were led
by Standard Life, up 6.1 per
cent after surprise plans to sell its
Canadian business to Manulife, of
Canada, in a £2.2 billion deal. Heading
in the opposite direction was BP,
down 28¾p, or 5.9 per cent, after a US
judge ruled that it had been “grossly
negligent” for its role in the 2010 oil
well blowout in the Gulf of Mexico.
Elsewhere, though, it was a good

day for small-cap oil companies. The
sector has had a torrid time over the
past couple of years as new discoveries
become harder to come by.
Companies have struggled to develop
and bring into production the few
discoveries that have been made.
Solo Oil, a tiddler with a market

value of less than £25 million, boosted
the size of its gas discovery off the

coast of Tanzania by 70 per
cent to 1.9 trillion cubic feet.
Shares leapt by 25 per cent
to the princely sum of 0.5p.
President Energy, the

South American-focused oil
explorer, also had some rare

good news. It has begun
drilling the second of its three-well

exploration campaign in Paraguay.
The company also released the
preliminary results from its first well
there, Jacaranda, which it said
contained at least 20 trillion cubic
feet of gas and showed that
“significant resource potential” lay in
the basin. It advanced 1p to 20p.
Eland Oil & Gas announced that

production of more than 3,500 barrels
per day at its Opuama field in Nigeria
had restarted. The company had been
forced to halt output because of the
closure of the oil export terminal and
to complete work on its own pipeline.
It has also received payment for the
oil that it pumped last month, helping
to send shares up 5½p to 105p.

Genel Energy did not have so
much luck. The FTSE 250 company,
co-founded by Tony Hayward, the
former BP boss, has drilled its first
exploration well in Angola but it
came up dry. Shares fell 9½p to 848p.
Centrica issued another minor

profit warning. The owner of British
Gas has a 20 per cent stake in
Britain’s ageing nuclear fleet, operated
by EDF Energy. The French company
said that technical faults at four of
these reactors would take longer to
fix than first thought and may not be
back online until the end of the year.
Centrica said that the lost

generating time would reduce full-
year earnings by 0.6 per cent to
0.9 per cent, which analysts estimate
at up to £45million. It had warned last
month after EDF Energy’s original
statement of an impact on earnings of
0.3 per cent, but ageing reactors have
a habit of taking longer to fix than
expected, so investors are unlikely to
be surprised by the extra delay. Shares
closed down 1¾p at 323¼p.

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Borse Dubai to sell LSE stake
finance

The London Stock
Exchange’s
largest

shareholder has
launched the sale of
part of its holding in
the company (Harry
Wilson writes).
Borse Dubai, which

has a 17.4 per cent
holding, initiated the
sale of a 3.1 per cent
stake in the exchange
operator through an
offering to
institutional investors
to help it to finance
the purchase of new
shares in the LSE’s
forthcoming
£938million rights
issue.
The sale of the

8.5million shares is
being handled by

Nomura and is
expected to raise just
over £170million,
while the cost of
Borse Dubai’s rights
in the capital increase
is about £163 million
based on the size of its
pre-sale stake. Even
after the disposal,

Borse Dubai will
remain the LSE’s
largest shareholder.
The Gulf exchange

acquired the holding
in 2007 after buying it
from Nasdaq
following the US
stock market
operator’s failed bid
for the LSE.
The LSE’s rights

issue is being used to
fund its $2.7billion
acquisition of Frank
Russell, the US index
group. Xavier Rolet,
chief executive of the
LSE, has said the
Frank Russell deal
will boost the
exchange’s position in
the booming
exchange-traded fund
(ETF) market.

Xavier Rolet is trying to
boost the LSE’s position
in the ETF market

Wall Street report
Stocks slipped back after an early
boost from the European Central
Bank’s move to cut interest rates
and launch an asset-purchase plan
to fend off deflation pressures. The
Dow Jones industrial average shed
8.70 points to close at 17,069.58.

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0691-1.0694
Canada 1.0868-1.0870
Denmark 5.7542-5.7552
Euro 0.7729-0.7730
Hong Kong 7.7499-7.7508
Japan 105.33-105.33
Malaysia 3.1862-3.1877
Norway 6.2713-6.2729
Singapore 1.2555-1.2557
Sweden 7.0672-7.0722
Switzerland 0.9319-0.9322

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.734-13.734
Australia dollar 1.7476-1.7485
Bahrain dinar 0.6127-0.6203
Brazil real 3.6487-3.6651
Euro 1.2635-1.2638
Hong Kong dollar 12.669-12.671
India rupee 98.576-98.778
Indonesia rupiah 19212-19245
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4664-0.4689
Malaysia ringgit 5.1708-5.3730
New Zealand dollar 1.9681-1.9696
Singapore dollar 2.0521-2.0530
S Africa rand 17.491-17.519
U A E dirham 6.0032-6.0095

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.05 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.42; 3 mth 0.43. Sell: 1 mth 0.30; 3 mth 0.38

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.5016 0.5238 0.5619 0.7069 1.0515

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.79-0.64 1.13-0.98

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.79-0.64 1.13-0.98

Eurodollar Deps 0.19-0.29 0.24-0.34 0.22-0.35 0.42-0.52 0.70-0.80

Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.07 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.36

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.3150-9.4180 9.4059-9.4087 46ds 149ds
Euro 1.2653-1.2512 1.2639-1.2633 4pr 12pr
Montreal 1.7745-1.7952 1.7767-1.7772 8pr 24pr
New York 1.6345-1.6464 1.6347-1.6350 4ds 13ds
Oslo 10.205-10.264 10.251-10.256 81pr 249pr
Stockholm 11.319-11.580 11.555-11.559 19ds 73ds
Tokyo 171.96-172.75 172.14-172.22 8ds 25ds
Zurich 1.5099-1.5263 1.5235-1.5240 7ds 27ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.930 1.670
Canada $ 1.960 1.700
Denmark Kr 10.030 8.790
Egypt 12.980 10.330
Euro ¤ 1.370 1.200
Hong Kong $ 13.710 12.060
Hungary 431.830 355.280
Indonesia 22289.500 17779.300
Israel Shk 6.470 5.520
Japan Yen 187.030 161.980
New Zealand $ 2.210 1.870
Norway Kr 11.130 9.620
Poland 5.790 4.740
Russia 65.340 54.410
S Africa Rd 19.540 16.550
Sweden Kr 12.310 10.940
Switzerland Fr 1.660 1.430
Turkey Lira 3.980 3.180
USA $ 1.800 1.580

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 126.99 151.53 183.43
(+/-) +0.26 -13.28 -3.68

Eng/Wales 126.99 151.51 182.96
(+/-) +0.26 -12.93 -3.62

Scotland unq 151.67 191.21
(+/-) -15.56 -6.43

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
6966.5-6967.0 6949.5-6950.0 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2226.0-2227.0 2233.0-2233.5 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2401.5-2402.0 2405.0-2405.5 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
21500.0-21505.0 21500.0-21525.0 21665.0-21715.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2085.0-2085.5 2106.5-2107.0 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
19225.0-19235.0 19325.0-19350.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.71 1.05

Euro

-0.10 -0.05 0.10 0.23

Bullion: Open $1268.90
Close $1267.14-1267.79 High $1277.00
Low $1266.67
AM $1271.00 PM $1271.50
Krugerrand $1254.00-1331.00
(£766.99-814.09)
Platinum $1413.00 (£864.24)
Silver $19.15 (£11.71)
Palladium $894.00 (£546.80)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication
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‘I think I was too fat.
Too fat and really
not pretty enough’
Helen Mirren is being offered better
roles at 69 than in her youth. She talks
to Kevin Maher about pornography,
twerking and why she will have
cosmetic surgery ‘very, very soon’

Mirren at the Academy
Awards in 2008 and,
right, with husband
Taylor Hackford

elen Mirren greets me with a naughty
chuckle before I’m even through the
door. “Have you seen it? Did you hate
it? Hahaha! Don’t worry, you can tell
me!” she says, referring to her new
movie, The Hundred-Foot Journey. The
film is a food-based melodrama,
directed by Chocolat’s Lasse Hallström,
that features Mirren as the icy French
proprietor of a Michelin-starred
restaurant, a woman whose life is
seemingly upended when an Indian
restaurateur (Om Puri) decides to
open shop right across the street. It
has been mauled by critics, including
our own, today (Wendy Ide, page 8),
and yet it is apparently testing through
the roof with “real” audiences at
distributor screenings. “Certainly the
vibe I’m getting, and I don’t think I’m
mistaken, is that people are genuinely
enjoying this film,” Mirren says, before
asking me again for my opinion.
I tell her, diplomatically, that I am

aware of the director’s oeuvre and thus
knew exactly what to expect (imagine
Chocolat, then replace the chocolate
with truffles and curry, and add in a
bit of shouting). I suggest instead that
the most interesting scene is the
moment when fiery young chef
Hassan (Manish Dayal) makes an
omelette with Mirren’s Madame
Mallory. His hands are bandaged
(don’t ask) so she needs to help. He
orders her. She takes instruction.
Silently, they brush against each other.

Eggs are beaten. Tension crackles.
Finally, she eats his omelette —
and groans aloud. It is, clearly, a
sublimated sex scene. “Yes!” says
Mirren today, clapping her hands and
hooting. “I never thought of that, but,
yes, it’s true. I love it.”
It’s also true that after this one scene

it becomes more difficult to accept the
burgeoning screen romance between
Mirren’s Mallory and Puri’s wizened
antagonist — part of you is always
screaming out, “Why is she with this
old dude? She should be banging the
young guy with the omelette !” More
importantly, it’s illustrative of the
essential truth about Mirren, 69-year-
old Oscar-winner, Bafta-fellowship
recipient, dame and occasional Queen
— namely, she is the most singular
actress working in film today. Think
about it. Very few male actors are
strong enough to match her on screen.
From the housekeeper in Gosford Park
to the assassin in Shadow Boxer to the
editor in State of Play and a series of
queens and Prime Suspect appearances,
she is always a formidable, often
solitary presence (her nearest
male equivalent is, perhaps, Clint
Eastwood). When they do pair her up
with a male co-star it has to be a giant
of an actor — Anthony Hopkins in
Hitchcock, or Christopher Plummer in
The Last Station.
We talk about her singularity today

and she says that it goes back to 1980
and The Long Good Friday, and how
she was determined to make something
substantial out of a tokenistic role as
the gangster’s moll. “I must’ve been
such a pain in the butt, so annoying,”
she says. “Because I walked in on day
one of shooting and said, ‘Right. I’ve
rewritten my scene, and I’ve jigged it
all around to make her a stronger
character.’ But that was my one
condition of doing the film, so I stuck
with it, and it made the movie better.”
Then, of course, there’s sexuality. An

explosive issue for Mirren: she has
always lived along that difficult fault
line between male perceptions of her
so-called “sluttish eroticism” (a term
made infamous by Michael Parkinson
in a creepy, cringey, boob-obsessed
interview with Mirren from 1975) and
her own desire to express her
sexuality. Even last month, she hit the
headlines for “twerking”, Miley Cyrus-
style (bum out, shake shake), during an

gh

ren at the Academy
rd

Miley Cyrus?
Brilliant, clever
girl. And
confident. I love
her ‘f*** you’
attitude

H

Read vintage
Helen Mirren
articles from the
Times archive,
and watch the
trailer for The
Hundred-Foot
Journey
tablet editions and
thetimes.co.uk/film

event at Harvard University’s Hasty
Pudding theatrical society. How did
she even know about twerking, let
alone how to do it? “I YouTubed it,”
she says, chuckling. “If I read about
anything I always look it up and see
what’s going on. I didn’t practise it.
That was from memory. Me going,
‘I think it’s like this’.” At which point
Mirren, elegantly dressed in a form-
fitting black and white ensemble, cut
just below the knee, shuffles back and
forth on the couch of this glamorous
Knightsbridge hotel room, delivering a
mini seated twerk. “I know,” she says,
gasping in mock horror. “It’s terrible.
It’s so obscene.”
What does she think of the master-

twerker herself, Miley Cyrus? “I did a
chat show with her three or four years
ago and I was so impressed with her,”
she says. “She’s so smart. Brilliant,
clever girl. And confident. I was a huge
fan immediately. I love her ‘f*** you’
attitude.” Besides, she says, warming to
the subject, “Look at the ancient
Greek and Roman villas, and there on
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and Italian movie actresses. Speaking
of which, she met Catherine Deneuve
recently and they got on famously —
they’re both big gardeners and had
loads of chat.
She bounced along, between theatre

and film, always suspecting, she says,
that she’d simply remain a theatre
actress. She met Liam Neeson on the
set of Excalibur in 1981 and they
immediately became an item (they
would, wouldn’t they?). “I remember
being with Liam somewhere in
Ireland, and I probably had a few
glasses of wine too many, and I
remember sitting on this rock and
sobbing, because Liam’s eight years
younger than I am [does sobby voice]:
‘My career will be finished and you’ll
be going strong. I’m doomed. As a
woman and an actress.’ ” She says that
she saw Neeson, one of the world’s
biggest action stars, at a function in
New York recently. They shared a look
across a crowded room that said,
‘Look what happened to us’.
Inevitably, bizarrely, everything

happened for Mirren in middle age.
Prime Suspect came calling and, over
of 15 years and 7 series, she reminded
the acting world of the ballsy siren in
its midst. Since then there’s been an
Oscar for The Queen, multiple Golden
Globes, Emmys, and Baftas; and with
more movies on the way — including
the drone warfare drama Eye in the
Sky (with Colin Firth) and a Broadway
run for her queenly play The Audience
— it seems that Mirren’s “turn”, as she
says herself, is indeed now.
We finish on a random smattering of

subjects. Yes, she is still full of self-
doubt (“I suspect it never goes away”).
And yes, she’s looking forward to
spending more time in the southern
Italian villa that she and film director
husband Taylor Hackford (Ray) have
renovated. And no, she never missed
having children of her own. “Because
I’ve got kids. My stepchildren. My
nephews. I’ve got plenty of kids.”
Interview over. We stand up to leave.
She looks at me and says with a smile,
“You’re the most gorgeous of all my
interviewers”. Alas, even though I have
read this before, in other interviews,
with other, more gorgeous men,
something happens subatomically. I
feel a huge whoosh of heat rising up
my neck. I lean forward. She looks
slightly startled. I kiss her on the
cheek. I go even redder. She smiles
triumphantly and says goodbye. I
blame the neurons.

I think,” she says, grinning. “Very, very
soon. Watch out.” How do you feel
about turning 70? “I’ve been telling
everyone I’m 70 for the past two years.
I knew I was getting near 70, so I just
decided to say, ‘You know, I’m 70’. It’s
perfect for me, because I’m surprised
that I’m not 70 already. Like, ‘Wow,
I’m only 69. That’s fantastic.’ ”
Is it true that there are very few

roles for older actresses and that you
get all the good ones? “Well, I think
I’m very lucky to have managed to
hold on for as long as I have,” she says.
“There are less roles now. But then,
when I was young I never got the roles
anyway. So, it’s like, ‘It’s my turn now.’ ”
Why didn’t you get the roles back
then? “I don’t know. I think I was too
fat. Too fat and really not pretty
enough.” When did you become pretty
enough? “I never became pretty.”
Instead, she explains her early career
plan in depth and how, in the 1960s, as
the working-class Essex girl turned
hot young star of the RSC, she secretly
coveted the careers of exotic French

the living room wall is a huge picture
of two men having sex. So, we are
slipping into the Roman attitude. The
whole thing of porn. I hate porn and I
find it disgusting. But on the other
hand, maybe the desensitising of us all
to that sort of thing is healthy?”
As for her own sexuality, at 69 she is

still, in person, in demeanour and
languid delivery, remarkably, well,
buzzy. The actor Tim Roth once said
of Mirren: “She disrupts the neurons.
Men do fall apart around her.” This is
our fourth encounter in six years and
each time, without exactly falling
apart, I can’t help but sense that
subatomic disruption. So what does
she do to maintain her physical self at
69? “I don’t do much of anything.
People never believe me, but I don’t.” I
don’t believe you. “I’ve done about
three Pilates classes, and it was great. I
should do more.” Every time we meet
you say that when nature demands it
you’re going to go the full hog,
cosmetic-surgery-wise; the works. Has
that moment arrived yet? “Very soon,

vie actresses. Speaking

victoria in the long
good friday (1980)

A mix of intelligence, vulnerability
and sex appeal — plus the best

screen smoking since Lauren Bacall

jane tennison in
prime suspect (1991-2006)

No-nonsense yet utterly humane;
won Mirren three Baftas and a place
in the pantheon of TV detectives

natalya petrovna in a month
in the country (1994-5)

Her finest stage turn, asa rich,
married aristocrat who falls in

love with her son’s tutor

When I
was young
I never got
the roles.
So, it’s like,
‘It’s my
turn now’

mrs wilson in
gosford park (2001)

A small but vital Oscar-nominated
role as a housekeeper showed she
could do proles as well as poshos

elizabeth ii in the queen (2006)
Mirren won an Oscar in Stephen

Frears’s film, and an Olivier last year
for playing the same character over

six decades in The Audience

Mirren’s
best

moments

PAL HANSEN; CONTOUR

Helen Mirren in
2007 and, above, as
Madame Mallory in
The Hundred-Foot
Journey
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the world go round:
curiosity, voyeurism
and plain old envy
of people who own
fireplaces bigger than
your entire flat.
You would think that

a huge cultural event
that simply required
locked properties to be
unlocked would be
recession-proof. Sadly,
not so. Budget cuts
have apparently forced
some of the most
culturally minded
councils — such as
Liverpool, Gateshead,
Canterbury and St
Albans — to pull out
this year. That doesn’t
necessarily mean
buildings not opening,
but it does mean that

the councils won’t be
putting out publicity
material telling people
where they are.
Many volunteer

civic societies
affiliated to Civic
Voice, Griff Rhys
Jones’s admirable
charity, are heroically
bridging the gap, and
you can consult the
national database
(heritageopendays.org.
uk) to find open
buildings in your area.
Even so, it’s a shame
that councils are
washing their hands of
an event that so
perfectly combines
democratic and
cultural ideals, and
which millions enjoy.

S
outh London! I haven’t
worked here in 35 years.
The Times hasn’t been
produced here in 230. Now
we have both crossed the
river and I am amazed.
London Bridge rocks! Or
in the immortal words of

Roger Miller’s 1965 hit, it “swings like a
pendulum do”. Exiting of The Times’s
new office by the Shard is like finding
that the shabby nerd whom everyone
avoided at college is now a billionaire
with a Russian model girlfriend.
If loyal readers feel that we old

hacks have a new sparkle in our prose,
that’s possibly because we now have
the best views in London. The editor
has bagged an office that looks over
the Square Mile, two cathedrals and
the Thames all the way to Parliament
— thus allowing him to contemplate
the volatile nexus between things
temporal and things eternal that is the
very essence of life in newspapers.
Here on the arts desk, by contrast, we
stare for inspiration at the Gherkin,
Walkie-Talkie and Cheesegrater —
the names of whimsically sculpted
skyscrapers, not random items on my
work surface. As for the reporters in
the newsroom, they have hit the
jackpot with pulse-quickening vistas of
Kennington and Peckham. No wonder
the editor has installed a background
“soundscape” of typewriters tapping.
It’s clearly to remind them to write,
not stare in awe at an Elephant &
Castle housing estate.
This is the fifth building that The

Times has occupied during my time on
the paper. Inevitably, each move
prompts veterans like me to recall the
other extraordinary transformations

Inspect
heritage
— while
you can
Now 20 years old,
England’s Heritage
Open Days weekend
(from Sept 11 to 14 this
year) is the most
popular heritage event
in the world, with
three million people
visiting more than
5,000 buildings, many
off-limits for the rest
of the year. It caters
for all those human
qualities that make

‘These relics evoke a bygone age of newspapers’
during our working lives. When I
started, the newsroom was still abuzz
with the clatter of real typewriters.
Unused stories went on a real spike.
Journalists on assignments dictated
their stories from public payphones to
people called copytakers who could
type words with lightning speed,
though not necessarily the same words
as you thought you had said.
Photographers had to rush their film

into darkrooms. In the basement
wizened men wielded scalpels with
surgical skill to erase or add letters to
misspellings spotted on “the stone” —
the last possible stage to rectify them
before the edition hit the presses that
shook the building at 10.03 each night.
It seems a different universe —

rather than how I spent my life up to
the age of 31, when the move to
Wapping triggered the biggest news
revolution in two centuries. Don’t take
my word for it, though. That bygone
world is evoked in The Times
Newseum’s travelling exhibition Read
All About It!, which visits the Saatchi
Gallery in London from Monday.
Drawing on artefacts from our
archives, it shows the sometimes
wacky methods by which our
predecessors got the news out — from
coded messages (James Morris
covering the 1953 ascent of Everest) to
carrier pigeons (sadly captured and
eaten by the Boers in 1900) and
primitive electronic keyboards
equipped with strange cups you
clamped over a phone to deliver your
story as a series of weird bleeps. Or,
more usually, not deliver it.
And, of course, those beloved

typewriters. “Gosh, that Olivetti looks
like the one on which I typed my first
copy for The Times,” I said to one of
our archivists. “Wow,” he replied.
“They vanished from the newsroom
three years before I was born.” He
didn’t even add the comforting words:
“You don’t look old enough.” Oh well.
At least I have lasted in this inky trade
long enough to see south London.
Read All About It! is at the Saatchi
Gallery, SW3 fromMonday to Sept 20

The internet of its day: journalists check facts and research stories in the Times reference library, 1970

Unused
stories
went on a
real spike

Richard Morrison the arts column
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Before I
Go to Sleep
15, 91min
{{(((

A
nyone who decides
to tackle the sub-
genre of the
“amnesiac thriller”
must know that
comparisons with
Christopher Nolan’s
Memento are

inevitable. They should also
acknowledge that Memento set the bar
pretty high for films that use the
subjective nature of truth and memory
for thrill fodder.
Throughout Before I Go to Sleep the

comparison is impossible to ignore. It’s
like a memory-jogging Post-it, stuck
somewhere permanently in your field
of vision. It’s a comparison that doesn’t
flatter this Hitchcock-alike potboiler,
which stars Nicole Kidman as a
woman robbed of all memories formed
since her early twenties by a violent
attack perpetrated by a man she can’t
recall. While Memento was as
dangerous, mercurial and light on its
feet as a knife fighter, Before I Go to
Sleep lumbers around, barging and
shoving the audience in various
directions with clumsy devices and the
occasional fraudulent red herring.
For the role of Christine, the woman

with an Etch A Sketch for a brain that
is wiped clean every night by sleep,
Kidman deploys her spooky face from
The Others. Her performance is all in
the eyes — wide open, panicky,
darting from side to side as she tries to
add up the daily mystery of her life.
Each fresh morning reintroduces her

to husband Ben (Colin Firth) who, face
baggy with grief and resignation,
patiently explains the facts of her life.
He guides her to a whiteboard in the
kitchen, on it a crib sheet for daily life;
her allergies and suggested activities
for the day are listed in large, non-
threatening letters. He reassures her
that he loves her. She recoils as though
he has threatened to sell one of her
kidneys. With no memories to back up
his version of events, Christine has to
trust him. And that’s something she is

not entirely inclined to do.
And who can blame her? From the

outset, director Roland Joffé crams
every shot, every scene with peril and
threat. Ben potters around the kitchen
listening to the radio. The Supremes’
You Keep Me Hanging On is playing:
“Set me free, why don’t you babe. Get
out my life, why don’t you babe.
Because you don’t really love me . . .”.
Seeds of doubt are planted elsewhere
too. Car tyres screech like murder
victims; forklift trucks hurtle across
the frame, narrowly missing Christine;
jumbo jets roar overhead; dustbin
lorries thunder past with blaring horns
and rumbling wheels. We get it —
without the framework of a memory,
Christine has no reference points to
judge the world around her.
Everything is a potential danger. But

does Joffé really have to turn the film
into a lurid fairground ride full of
horror-film editing and bangs and
crashes on the soundtrack?
Christine’s paranoia might be

justified. A neuropsychologist called
Dr Nasch (the casting of Mark Strong
rings its own set of alarm bells) calls
her and explains that he has been
treating her, covertly, without her
husband’s knowledge, for the past
couple of weeks. At his suggestion she
starts to keep a video diary, which she
re-watches every morning. It soon
becomes clear that hubby Ben is re-
editing the details of their life. In his
version of events it is a car crash that
claimed her memory, while Christine
learns that she was beaten and left for
dead. Then there’s the little matter of
whether or not they have a child
together. But then Ben, quite
reasonably, explains that sometimes
he just can’t face telling her the whole
awful truth. Can you blame him for
sugar-coating it a little? Likewise, the
doctor’s motives seem suspect. And
why do they always have to meet in
blighted car parks and industrial
estates? Does he not have an office?
The really frustrating thing about

the film is that it almost works. Firth is
impressive, conveying enough
sympathetic ambiguity to feed the
smouldering paranoia that seeps
through the story. Cast against type,
Strong brings with him the slipstream
of shadiness from previous roles that
colours our perception of him here.
You can even make a case for

Kidman’s impassive performance —
she is, after all, a blank slate.
Personality is largely composed of
life’s experiences, so perhaps it makes
sense that hers is missing in action,
along with her memory. What you
can’t excuse, however, are the
ludicrous contrivances, the self-
important silliness and preposterous
character swerves that defy rational
explanation. Even these problems
might not have proved terminal, were
it not for the fact that Joffé approaches
the material in such a stodgy, straight-
faced manner. The open-goal title says
it all: this film is a bit of a snooze.
Kate Muir is away

Don’t I know you from somewhere? Nicole Kidman and Mark Strong star in Before I Go To Sleep

I
t’s hard to overstate the
significance of Fritz Lang’s seminal
crime picture,M. Made in 1931 and
apparently inspired by a real-life
case, this is the first film to explore

the subject of the serial killer. Despite
the many hundreds of mass-murderer
pictures that have come since then,
this remains one of the very best.
What’s the secret to its unsettling

impact? For a start, there is the
haunted central performance by Peter
Lorre, left, as the child killer. Part

repulsive monster, part pathetic victim
of his own dreadful impulses, Hans
Beckert is a complex, craven creature
who strikes fear and induces pity at
the same time. Lorre fleshed him out
with a performance that secured his
stardom. This new restoration of the
film is released to mark the
50thanniversary ofhis death.
Beckert’s spree of child abduction

and murder strikes fear into the hearts
of the people of Berlin. Lang uses the
camera like a kind of aerial predator,

hovering over the unwitting victims.
The use of sound is equally potent: two
thirds of the film was shot with sound,
the rest without. Initially just a cost-
cutting measure, the moments of
silence have an eerie quality that
heightens the tension. Most impressive
is Lang’s handling of the action: the
final act is a chase sequence, with
Beckert pursued by Berlin’s feral
criminal underworld, which decides to
take the law into its own hands. WI
On limited release from today

THE
CRITICS

Red herrings and
self-important
silliness make
this an amnesiac
thriller to forget,
says Wendy Ide

the big film

classic
film
of the
week

MILLENNIUM FILMS

M
PG, 111min
{{{{{

The open-goal title says it all: it’s a snooze

Kevin Maher
on Sex Tape p43

Will Hodgkinson
on Robert Plant p45
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A bout of post-Downton stress disorder
Dan Stevens
brings a touch
of class to a so-so
retro-horror flick,
says Wendy Ide

The Guest
15, 99min
{{{((

The Hundred-
Foot Journey
PG, 122min
{{(((

Attila Marcel
12A, 106min
{((((

Watermark
U, 92min
{{{{(T

he US war machine
gets a human face in
The Guest. Former
soldier David (Dan
Stevens, of Downton
Abbey fame) turns up
at the door of the
Peterson family

claiming to be a close friend of their
son, who died in action. He’s a perfect
house guest: charming, respectful and
happy to maim or kill anyone who
wrongs the relatives of his comrade at
arms. But as the twitchy, Eighties-style
synth-heavy score to this enjoyable
horror-lite suggests, David is not all he
seems. Only the Petersons’ stroppy
daughter, Anna (Maika Monroe),
glimpses the darker truth behind his
sunny charm. It’s not a wholly original
premise, but, with its liberal layers of
John Carpenter homage and humour
that seeps through the deadpan
delivery, The Guest is a welcome
addition to the retro-horror canon.

is directly opposite the snooty,
Michelin-starred eatery presided over
by the formidable Madame Mallory
(Helen Mirren). The scene is set for a
culinary war. It’s kormageddon in the
kitchen. Or rather, it should be. In
reality, even at the height of their
rivalry, the conflict between Madame
and Papa is rather bland.
Even garnished with two actors

as seasoned as Mirren and Puri, this
feels thin and underpowered. Mirren
is drily funny in a role that seems
to require little more than looking
soignée in fabulously chic frocks
and deploying an arsenal of
MasterChef horrified reaction shots.
Puri is equally poorly served — he’s a
lovable cultural stereotype.
Almost as soon as the feud has been

set up between the rival businesses, it
simmers down. Recognising his talent,
Madame invites Hassan to learn the
ropes of haute cuisine in her kitchen.
That this leaves the family business
rather in the lurch is glossed over. The
plot collapses like a leaky soufflé.
Hallström leaves no culinary cliché

unplundered. There are blissful shots
of people transported by the goo they
have scooped out of a sea urchin; there
are montages of gushing food critics
ladling praise on Hassan’s creations.
Then, when he has reached the top
of the restaurant food chain and is
cooking high-tech gastro poncery
for Parisians, we get shots of Hassan

hitting the vin and weeping into a
tub of home-made masala.
Like the CGI mist that is sprinkled

over wide shots of the French village,
this whole film feels artificially
flavoured. In the absence of a climax,
Hallström sporadically bungs in a few
shots of fireworks. But that’s not a
bang, Lasse. That’s a whimper.
The last film directed by Sylvain

Chomet, the animated Jacques Tati
adaptation The Illusionist, was pretty
much flawless. It’s hard to believe
that the hand that crafted a work
of such loving detail could toss off
a clumsy piece of pointless whimsy
like Attila Marcel. A mute pianist
(Guillaume Gouix), raised by his two
maiden aunts, takes hallucinogenic
herbs to remember the parents he
lost at the age of two. The Jean-Pierre
Jeunet back catalogue is well and truly
plundered: the tone veers between
Amélie-cute and Micmacs-macabre.
But an actual story is conspicuous
by its absence.
A poetic documentary about a man’s

relationship with water,Watermark
explores ideas through arresting
visual images rather than words.
Directed by Jennifer Baichwal and the
photographer Edward Burtynsky, the
team behind the similarly striking
Manufactured Landscapes, this is a
staggeringly beautiful and occasionally
bleak study of humanity’s impact on
the world around us.

Not content with choking his
audience with the sugary Chocolat,
director Lasse Hallström serves up
another stomach-churning cinematic
feast. The Hundred-Foot Journey tells
of a family of Mumbai restaurateurs,
led by Papa (Om Puri) and cooking
prodigy Hassan (Manish Dayal), who
travel across Europe in search of a
place to open their new venture.
A brake failure deposits them in

impossibly picturesque rural France,
where there just happens to be a semi-
derelict restaurant on the market.
There’s just one problem. The building

Dan Stevens is happy to
maim you in The Guest
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Erase. Don’t rewind

Sex Tape
15, 94min
{((((

C
ould it be any more
timely? Sex Tape, a
movie starring
Cameron Diaz as a
woman whose
privately shot
moments of sexual
intimacy are published

on the internet against her will, is
released in the exact same week that
Jennifer Lawrence, Scarlett Johansson
and others find themselves in the
exact same scenario, suffering the
exact same indignities, via the exact
same technology. For in this movie, as
in life, Diaz loses control over her
images once they’re in “the cloud”.
When she asks for clarification from
her husband, played by Jason Segel,
and for some explanation as to how
this could happen, he bellows,
“Nobody understands the cloud! It’s a
f***ing mystery!” He might have been
channelling Lawrence herself, who
recently announced, pre-nude-photo-
gate: “My iCloud keeps telling me to
back it up, and I’m like, ‘I don’t know
how to back you up’.” I know. It’s as if
they released a movie about lip-

syncing in the week of the Milli Vanilli
scandal. Or a documentary about
nipple clamps on the eve of Janet
Jackson’s wardrobe malfunction.
The film itself, however, is rubbish.

It takes the intriguing, and clearly
relevant, central premise (Diaz and
Segel, as jaded marrieds Annie and
Jay, make a sex tape and lose control
of it in the cloud) and grinds it into the
ground. Or, more appropriately, into
two interminable and achingly
unfunny set pieces. In the first, Annie
and Jay must retrieve an iPad from the
mansion home of Annie’s billionaire
boss-to-be (Rob Lowe on auto-sleaze).
The second involves a truly creepy
and strange cross-promotional trip to
the headquarters of bona fide internet
porn hub YouPorn, where Annie and
Jay learn that regulated porn is cool
but that, in the words of a cuddly porn
baron played by Jack Black: “Sex tapes
are what you do when you’ve lost
track of why you were f***ing in the
first place.”
The movie is miserably uninventive

and performs that mesmerising
ideological feat, specific to American
studio movies, of being abrasive and
crude (apparently, kids saying “f***” a
lot is funny) yet hugely conservative.
The sex scenes are coy, love triumphs
and family values are paramount. As is
product placement. This is, literally, an
unashamed Apple-fest. In one
sequence alone we move from a
MacBook to an iMac to an iPad to an
iPhone. It’s enough to make you iPuke.
Ultimately, Sex Tape is quite the

comedown for director Jake Kasdan
who, together with Diaz and Segel,
made 2011’s refreshingly ruthless Bad
Teacher. Where that film left the
viewer punch drunk from the
onslaught of Diaz’s egomaniacal
protagonist, this one offers little but a
single line of advice from Annie, a
warning about the reality of private
sex tapes for the couples who make
them that might yet resonate
withLawrence et al. “Nobody cares
about the guy,” Annie says. “But the
woman? The woman has to live with it
for ever.”

They Came
Together
15, 83min
{{{{(

Finding Fela
15, 102min
{{{{(

White Settlers
15, 82min
{((((

Life of Crime
15, 82min
{{{((

Hermitage
Revealed
U, 83min
{{{((

T
he rule of thumb with
parody movies says that if
you have genuine affection
for the source material you’ll
make a great film (Shaun of

the Dead, Blazing Saddles). If you don’t,
you won’t (Spaceballs, the Scary Movie
franchise). The rom-com parody They
Came Together, however, hates its
source material so passionately, and
eviscerates it (from When Harry Met
Sally to What If) with such fury, that it
results in a standout film that makes
future rom-coms almost untenable.
Everything is pilloried as our couple,
played by Paul Rudd and Amy
Poehler, bounce around Manhattan
in perky montages, surrounded by
archetypes (the best friend, the love
rival), through a series of fake crises
and resolutions — including the last-
minute altar dash. It’s bracing stuff.
Oscar-winning documentary film-

maker Alex Gibney (The Armstrong
Lie) delivers a straightforward but
engrossing biography of Nigerian
musician and activist Fela Kuti in
Finding Fela. Opting for the warts’n’all
approach, Gibney regularly tests our
potential affection for a subject who
championed democracy in west Africa
yet announced: “When [a wife is] in
the home, your husband can kick your
ass.” A difficult guy; a powerful film.
The USP ofWhite Settlers is that

it’s the world’s first low-budget horror-
movie allegory for the imminent
Scottish independence referendum.
Pollyanna McIntosh and Lee Williams
play an aspirational young couple —
or “English bastards” — who travel
north of the border to buy a Scottish
pile, flatten it and make it over, like the
bastards they are. The local Scottish
homicidal maniacs, however, are
having none of it. A night of blood-
curdling terror ensues, after which the
same homicidal locals raise a Scottish
flag on the pile. It’s not exactly
Newsnight, but not great horror either.
Life of Crime is a Seventies-set

Elmore Leonard adaptation that
revolves around the bungled
kidnapping of a trophy wife played by
Jennifer Aniston. Though the central
drama may lack the tension of, say,
Fargo, a slew of great performances,
including Tim Robbins as the sleazy
husband and Mos Def and John
Hawkes as the sensitive criminals,
make it worthwhile.
Hermitage Revealed is a handsome

documentary about the Hermitage
Museum in St Petersburg, marking its
250th anniversary. It has more than
2,000 rooms and 3 million items, and
this comprehensive walk-through,
directed by Margy Kinmonth, saves
you the hassle of visiting it.
Kevin Maher

Tarantino goes the full spaghetti
Following semi-western Django
Unchained, Quentin Tarantino has
announced that shooting will begin
on The Hateful Eight in January. The
pre-American Civil War splatterfest
will be shot in widescreen 65mm and
producer Harvey Weinstein says it’ll
be “the widest 70mm cinema release
in 20 years”. A teaser suggests that
characters will include the Bounty
Hunter, the Sheriff, the Mexican and
(of course) the Cow Puncher.

It may be topical,
but only Apple will
derive any pleasure
from this crass
e-sex comedy,
says Kevin Maher

Ruffling feathers
The 71st Venice
film festival
ends tomorrow
with the
Golden Lion
award. The
frontrunners

for Best Film still look to be Alejandro
Gonzáles Iñárritu’s wacky Birdman,
starring Michael Keaton; A Pigeon Sat
on a Branch Reflecting on Existence,
the art-house gem from Roy
Andersson, and The Look of Silence,
Joshua Oppenheimer’s visceral
documentary about Indonesian
atrocities. This year’s jury chair is
Alexandre Desplat, the composer
for films from Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows to The Grand
Budapest Hotel — could a populist
winner be in store?

LFF looks picture perfect
This year’s LFF looks exceptional.
The closing gala is Brad Pitt’s Fury,
a Second World War film and part of
a juicy programme from Britain and
abroad, including Mike Leigh’sMr
Turner, with Timothy Spall as the
painter JMW Turner, and Foxcatcher,
starring Steve
Carell. My
tip for the
competition is
the British
director Carol
Morley’s The
Falling. Set in a
girls’ school in
England in 1969, it is an engrossing
cross between Picnic at Hanging Rock
and The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie.

Brands are part of our
lives, ergo they are part
of the art that mirrors
our lives. But it’s in the
past 20 years that
product placement has
really taken off on film.
0 In The Matrix,
Nokia’s new 7110
web-browsing phone
doubled as the portal
that Neo used to enter
the digital world. The
phone was almost as
big a hit as the film.
0Movie-making is
expensive, particularly
an FX blitzkrieg such
as Transformers. A deal
with General Motors
helped oil the wheels,
while in I, Robot. The
film is so crammed
with brands — Audi,
Converse, FedEx, JVC,
others — it’s hard to
follow the actual story.
0 The staggering thing
about The Internship,
essentially a feature-
length ad for Google, is
the fact that the
company didn’t pay.
The film-makers got to
film at Google HQ and
its ‘extras’ for free.
0 FedEx features in the
Tom Hanks film Cast
Away, but again, at no
cost. Perhaps the fact
that a FedEx plane
crashes wasn’t thought
a ringing endorsement.
Wendy Ide

Movie
Watch

Cameron Diaz and Jason Segel realise they’ve made a terrible mistake by appearing in Sex Tape

How
the silver
screen got
branded

Cumberbatch breaks the code
Fresh from his Sherlock Emmy win,
Benedict Cumberbatch will open the
London Film Festival (LFF) on Oct 8

with The Imitation Game, about
the wartime codebreaker Alan

Turing. The actor is huge in
America, where the film
premiered at last week’s
Telluride Film Festival.
Variety said: “His Turing
is a marvel, comically
aloof when confronted
with as mundane a task
as ordering lunch, but
seething when anything
risks impeding his work.”
Kate Muir
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of tracks chosen
by our critics,
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I
feel more than slightly ridiculous
admitting this, but with the
release this week of the
remastered mono Beatles LPs
on vinyl, I now possess eight
copies of Sgt Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band.
Sgt Pepper was the first album

I bought, but I had to buy another one
because, being ten years old, I had cut
out the inserts and had scratched A
Day in the Life just after the words
“Albert Hall”. I kept the original, of
course, for sentimental reasons. Then
there was a picture disc, the first made,
which my uncle sent from America,
and which I kept as a collector’s item
and haven’t played.
After that came the CD. In 2009,

CD remasters were issued in mono
and stereo of the entire Beatles
catalogue. I had to get both because
everyone said mono was better, but I
didn’t believe them. In 2012 the stereo
remasters on vinyl arrived, which I
needed to have, because what if I got a

turntable? And this week, I took
receipt of the Beatles fanatic’s ultimate
possession — the mono vinyl
remasters, a glossy box with 11 LPs
(the first 10 albums and an album of
singles). And, for my birthday,
something to play it on.
First things first. The 2009 remasters

are a huge improvement. An ordinary
listener who isn’t fussy about audio
quality will be able to appreciate the
difference straight away. They are
undoubtedly worth the money to
replace the originals.
After that, the differences are much

more subtle. The case for mono is
simple — authenticity. Until they
made the White Album, the Beatles
recorded for mono. Few people had
stereos in the early 1960s, so the
stereo mix was an afterthought.
What you get, therefore, is a mono
album with what are, effectively,
stereo tricks. Pulling the vocals to
one side, for instance.
Listen, for instance, to the stereo

Eleanor Rigby on a pair of headphones
and this trickery can be quite
annoying, with one ear sounding
empty and the vocal jumping to the
right ear half way through the middle
of the first “Eleanor”.
There is no question that the

first two albums, Please Please Me and
With the Beatles, sound punchier and
more concentrated in mono. As the
albums progress this difference
becomes less noticeable and which is
preferable becomes much more a
matter of taste.
John Lennon, for example, hated the

stereo mix of Revolution, saying that a
heavy song had been turned into “ice
cream”. He is right that the stereo
separation isolates his vocals, making
them weaker. Yet it also makes
McCartney’s bass line more
prominent, which I like but can see
why Lennon did not.
On one or two songs there are quite

big differences. The mono version
of She’s Leaving Home is significantly
faster and higher pitched. Most

other differences are tiny — some
scat vocals on the Sgt Pepper reprise
that were missing from the stereo
version, bolder horns on Got to Get
You into My Life and so on. So I think
the choice really comes down to
whether you prefer the sound compact
(mono) or with greater definition for
each instrument (stereo). My own
preference is for the latter for all the
albums save the first two.
Vinyl or CD? The vinyl albums

are beautiful and the box sets a
delight, with fantastic books (the
stereo maybe marginally better).
They are incomparably more
satisfying to hold and possess than the
CDs. Playing them is a lovely, tactile

experience and it is both an advantage
and a disadvantage that you end up
listening to an entire side on vinyl
because you can’t be bothered to get
up and change it.
I’m embarrassed to say that I

couldn’t hear much of a difference,
though, and it is much more expensive
on vinyl (£100 or so). If you buy either
of the box sets, bear in mind that
the stereo box contains three more
albums (Yellow Submarine, Abbey
Road and Let It Be) for pretty much
the same cost.
The vinyls are pricey, but a joy

if you can afford them. For just the
difference in sound, it’s not worth it.
But for the package? It is.

The Beatles pose for the BBC in 1964. The group’s remastered mono LPs are now available on vinyl

The Beatles
Beatles in Mono
Apple Corps
{{{{{

pop

MARK AND COLLEEN HAYWARD 1964; REDFERNS

‘The case for
mono is simple
— authenticity’
Danny Finkelstein
is a longtime fan of
the Fab Four. He
asks if the release
of their remastered
mono LPs on vinyl
is the holy grail for
Beatles purists
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Robert Plant
Lullaby . . . and the
Ceaseless Roar
Nonesuch
{{{{(

Interpol
El Pintor
Soft Limit
{{(((

He’s buying a stairlift to heaven
Robert Plant’s new
album tackles old
age and loneliness
with gusto, says
Will Hodgkinson

J
immy Page replied, when
asked in March about the
forces preventing Led
Zeppelin getting back
together: “It’s Robert Plant,
isn’t it?” Around the same
time, Plant offered a curt
“zero” on the chances of a

reunion. While Page would like
nothing more than to strike the
hammer of the gods once more, Plant
has spent much of his adult life
distancing himself from the most
decadent rock’n’roll band of them all.
It’s not that Plant wants to rid

himself of the memory of Led
Zeppelin — he has been doing a
version of Rock and Roll in concerts,
albeit one featuring an African one-
stringed fiddle — as much as emerge
from their shadow. His biggest post-
Zeppelin release is 2007’s Raising Sand,
an excursion into spacious Americana
with the understated singer Alison

Krauss. Now comes an album that
combines everything from Celtic folk
to American bluegrass to north
African rhythms, slaps electronic
manipulations over the top and uses
the whole mélange as a bed for Plant’s
most personal lyrics to date: old age,
loneliness, hopefulness and the
realities of love are all explored in
poetic detail. It takes a bit of getting
used to, but it’s brave and engaged
and, for all its exotic flourishes, rooted
in reality.
Led Zeppelin did explore the quieter

corners of folk and country when they
weren’t busy inventing heavy metal,
and Little Maggie, a traditional
bluegrass tune about the type of no-
good woman who has inspired half the
world’s folk songs, is not a million
miles from Zep’s Babe, I’m Gonna Leave
You. There the similarity ends, as Plant
leaves the golden-god image of his
youth to put moments of reflection

against music that cherry-picks from
around the world. Pocketful of Golden
combines Gambian griot music with
electronic dissonance, and a touch of
Eastern drone, with exquisitely sad
words about falling in love and then
losing them. It’s tempting to link lines
such as “red hair, raven hair gold like
the sun, all of us in motion, moving on
and gone” to Plant’s recent split from
the singer Patty Griffin, whose hair is
indeed red-gold like the sun, but
whether it’s personal or not, you feel
Plant’s conviction.
Sometimes the mix of styles is

overwhelming — it’s a leap to go from
trip-hop to heavy rock to Welsh bardic
verse, as we must on Embrace Another
Fall — but when Plant simplifies
things he provides some of the most
tender moments of his career. His
voice is remarkable on A Stolen Kiss, a
minor-key piano piece about how
“love waits for no one, there’s so little

time. It’s cruel and elusive and so hard
to find.” You feel that he has never
revealed himself more, or that his
audience will ever get closer to him.
However exciting the sight of Plant,
66, pretending to be his 25-year-old
self and screaming “bay-beh” in too-
tight trousers, this is surely a more
dignified route.
It’s hard to understand what the

point of Interpol is. This four-piece
(now three) emerged from New York
more than a decade ago to a chorus of
breathless comparisons to Joy
Division, but with none of the deep
sense of bleakness that the late Ian
Curtis brought to that band. They
have since edged towards a
shimmering, epic sound reminiscent of
REM and U2, but without the former’s
intimacy or the latter’s grandiosity.
Perhaps Interpol are the band to turn
to when the one you really want is
either defunct, too expensive, or dead.
El Pintor is unlikely to convince

anyone but the already converted. It’s
the equivalent of a glossy fashion
spread in which a model reads a
philosophical work in a Paris café: has
the appearance of being meaningful;
isn’t really. On All the Rage Back Home,
singer Paul Banks repeats “I keep
falling, maybe half the time” until you
suspect he might really be thinking
about something profound, but since
this follows all kinds of guff about 18
summers, lady lovers and not needing
a maid any more, he probably isn’t.
That style-over-substance feeling

runs through El Pintor, an album that
contains enough reverberating notes,
shimmering guitars and repeated
lyrics to weave into the tapestry of
modern life respectably enough, but
with little that is affecting or
provoking. Everything is Wrong has a
great new-wave-style bass line andMy
Blue Supreme showcases Banks’s
sonorous voice to good effect, but you
don’t miss them when they’re gone.
There’s stronger character on Twice
as Hard, the last song on the album
and the only one where you feel you
are in the presence of self-expression
that hasn’t been filtered through the
lens of self-image. But by then it’s a
case of too late.

Robert Plant has taken a dignified route and provides some of the most tender moments of his career

W
inning a major piano
competition brings
perils as well as glory.
Witness the great but
vulnerable John

Ogdon in the 1960s, condemned to
hurtle round the globe bashing out
Tchaikovksy’s First Piano Concerto,
the work that famously clinched his
success in the 1962 Moscow
competition. Even if a competitor
avoids its coils, the romantic pomp and
luscious melodies of the Concerto No
1 in B flat soon slither round every star
pianist’s hands. Concert promoters
want it. Recording companies want it.
So what is the major item in the first

concerto disc by Uzbekistan’s rising
glory, 24-year-old Behzod
Abduraimov? Not that he flinches for
a moment: the winner of the 2009
London International Piano

Behzod
Abduraimov
Tchaikovsky/
Prokofiev
Decca Classics
{{{{(

Uzbek virtuoso who is lord of all he surveys
This pianist is so
hot you may need
a cold drink, says
Geoff Brown

rock

It’s brave,
engaged
and rooted
in reality

classical

Behzod Abduraimov
has the world at his
fingertips

Competition tackles Tchaikovsky’s
familiar notes with exemplary aplomb.
From those ringing, throat-clearing
chords, his playing conveys depth
and grandeur. He’s the master of
all he surveys; the master too in
a recording balance that places
Italy’s national radio
orchestra, the Orchestra
Sinfonica Nazionale della Rai,
in the equivalent of the glove
compartment. Fair enough in
a work like this, though the
tactic wouldn’t work in Mozart.
Tchaikovsky’s spacious

plushness contrasts sharply with
the jostling energy of Prokofiev’s
Concerto No 3. This was
Abudraimov’s competition calling card
and he plays it still with supersonic
drive, daunting clarity and lots of hard
glitter. Here, the orchestra and

conductor Juraj Valcuha seem more
like equal partners, scattering bright
colours in a close recording that
pitches the listener into the fray.
Separating the two concertos by a
soothing solo snippet from Swan
Lake was a wise move; without
that, I might have needed to
cool my head under a tap.
Another 24-year-old hits

Tchaikovsky in Radio Days
({{{), a compendium of early
and previously unreleased radio
recordings by Nelson Freire. His

concerto dates from 1969, though
Freire excels more with his 1979

account of Liszt No 2, with Bavarian
Radio forces conducted by Eleazar de
Carvalho, who marked beats by
thumping his chest as if he
wereTarzan.Listening to this blistering
recording, I am not at all surprised.
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In America Joan Rivers was probably
the most successful woman to stand
before a microphone and spin funny
yarns. For her, nothing was off limits,
not even her husband’s suicide or her
own addiction to plastic surgery. Her
comedy had a shock factor that no
woman had dared to attempt before.
Her popularity spanned the Atlantic.

In Britain she was never short of offers
from chat show hosts —they liked the
fact that there were no holds barred for
Rivers and her acerbic thrusts. Virtually
in the same breath that she used to
discuss her own plummeting breasts,
shewouldtalk less thankindlyabout the
Queen or the American first lady of the
day. She told Mick Jagger, “Iron your
face”. Then added, “Joan Collins isn’t
here. She’s being carbon-dated”.
Famously, Jack Lemmon once

walked out of a Rivers performance
complaining “this is disgusting”, but she
was typically unapologetic. “As come-
dians we are all laughing because life is
so horrible. I would have made jokes in
concentration camps. You have two
choices, laugh or die.”
She was born Joan Alexandra

Molinsky in 1933 (a year that frequently
changed in accounts of her life to 1935
and beyond, but later came to be
accepted). Her parents, Beatrice and
Meyer, were Jewish immigrants from
Russia who, fortunately for their
daughter, settled not just in New York
but inBrooklyn, the part of the city that
had served as a nursery for so
many earlier performers as well as
her contemporaries. Later, however,
they moved to the more upmarket
Westchester County.
Rivers would say that education was

the guiding force in her early life. After
attending Connecticut College, she
obtained a BA in English literature and
anthropology at Barnard College, New
York City. She always told jokes that
kept her friends and family amused;
even in those days she contemplated
that this singular talent might lead to a
career, but it certainly was not her
parents’ idea of what a nice Jewish girl
should do.
Her first job was as a tour guide at

Rockefeller Center in New York and
later shebecamea fashionconsultant to
a chain of clothing stores. That pleased
her parents but she hadother ideas. She
met an agent named Tony Rivers who
made two suggestions: that she go into
showbusiness and take his name. He
was not proposing anything romantic,
merely that his namewould look better
in lights than Molinsky.
Her first acting job was working

with a former neighbour — Barbra
Streisand—in a play calledDriftwood,
which ran foronly sixweeks. Still trying
to make it as a serious actress, she had
a small part in the 1968 Burt Lancaster
filmTheSwimmer. She then switched to
comedyandbegan learningher tradeat
comedy clubs inChicago and inGreen-
wich Village. Desperate for money, she
wrote scripts for the rabbit puppetTopo
Gigio’s appearances on the Ed Sullivan
Show for the $500 payment. “For $500,

I’llwrite forHitler,” she said. She landed
a spot on theTonight show, then hosted
by Jack Parr. However, it was when
Johnny Carson took over from Parr
that she really began to make progress.
Carson told Rivers in front of mil-

lions of viewers that shewould be a star.
She would later claim that his mento-
ring made her “feel like Johnny Car-
son’s daughter” — so much so that she
never stopped thanking him in public.
After her first appearance, she was fea-
tured onEd Sullivan’s programme— in
front of the camera this time — the

biggest light-entertainment show in
America. She was such a hit that she
was offered her own chat show, with
Carson as her first guest. She alsomade
two comedy albums, The Last Joan
Rivers Album and Joan Rivers Presents
Mr Phyllis and Other Funny Stories.
In 1978 she made her debut on the

Strip in LasVegas as the opening act for
the Australian singer Helen Reddy.
Before long, she had her own Las Vegas
show at Caesar’s Palace.
She made a fortune from another

comedy album What Becomes A Semi-

LegendMost?which really summarised
her mock modesty. She never consid-
ered herself a “semi” anything. It was a
time before comedy DVDs and before
comedians offered thekindof vulgarity
on television that is nowcommonplace.
Comedy LPs were big sellers in
America,muchmore so than inBritain.
Rivers was given her own talk show,

The Late Show Starring Joan Rivers by
the nascent Fox TV network. It was
scheduled at the same time and in
direct competition to the Carson show.
Her mentor was infuriated. He would

later say that every time she tried to
ring him, he put the phone down. He
would not have felt so angry, he
claimed, had she told him about the
showherself andnot left it toFox togive
him the bad news.
Fox, however, were not happy either

with her or her second husband Edgar
Rosenberg, who was also her producer.
(Her firstmarriagewas to JamesSanger
in 1955, but it ended after only six
months.) Both were fired. Three
months later, in May 1987, the British-
born Rosenberg committed suicide. It
was all due, his widow said, to the hu-
miliation of the sack from Fox. She ad-
mitted that she heard of his deathwhile
receiving liposuction treatment.
She became estranged from their

daughter, Melissa, when she told
audiences that she had insisted on
Rosenberg’s ashes being scattered
around the fashionable Neiman
Marcus department store—so that she
could visit his grave five times a week.
There would be regular doctor

appointments and bouts of bulimia
which, she said in her 1997 book
Bouncing Back, made her contemplate
suicide herself. Her frequent visits to a
cosmetic surgeon were legion. Her first
was in 1965 when she had her eyelids
lifted. She once said: “I wish I had a
twin. So I would know what I would
look like without plastic surgery.”
The sheer number of cosmetic

operations merely proved that she was
never short of money. When the TV
Guide channel hired her to be their

anchor woman for all its award shows
the three-year contract was said to be
worth $8 million.
Despite her occasional barbs about

the royal family, in 2005 she was one of
the only five Americans invited to
Prince Charles’s wedding to the
Duchess of Cornwall. In 2011 Rivers
moved to California to be closer to her
relatives, particularly her daughter
Melissa with whom she had by then
made up. That became the subject of a
newshow, JoanandMelissa: JoanKnows
Best? that featured the two of them.
Melissa, an actress and producer,
survives her.
Like many comedians, the fact that

she made other people laugh did not
always mean she herself was happy.
Rivers had been known to burst into
tears in the middle of a simple
conversation. “The glass is always half
empty,” she would say. “And there’s a
hole in the bottom.”
In her 2012 book I Hate Everyone,

Starting With Me she admitted to
loathing obituaries but loving funerals.
“That’s how I meet newmen,” she said.
“The minute it says ‘Sadie Schwartz’ I
know, ‘Go to that funeral’. ”
Throughout the highs and lows of

her career, Rivers remained proud of
her achievements. “God help the next
queen of comedy,” she said, “for this
one’s not abdicating”.

Joan Rivers, comedian, was born on June
8, 1933. She died on September 4, 2014,
aged 81

Rivers was mentored by Johnny Carson but the pair fell out when her own show was pitted against his on a rival network

Joan Rivers
Notoriously acerbic American comedian for whom no subject was off limits including her own regular bouts of plastic surgery

She joked that she was
having liposuction when
her husband had died

CHARLES WILLIAM BUSH

In Britain she was in
constant demand to
appear on chat shows
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Andrew McLaglen
British-born director who collaborated with JohnWayne on dozens of gunslinging westerns

McLaglen, second from right, with John Wayne on the set of McLintock! which also featured Maureen O’Hara, below

Despite his father’s best efforts to
convince him otherwise, Andrew
McLaglen was determined to make a
name for himself in the television and
film industry. “My father said, ‘The one
thing I’m gonna advise you is don’t
go in the pictures business. It’s
disappointing, it’s hard work, it’s full of
ups and downs, and I just suggest that
you skip that’. Well, I didn’t take his
suggestion. Instead, I wrote a letter to
Herbert J Yates, the head of Republic
Pictures.” McLaglen received a letter
back saying, “Come to work”.
McLaglen went on to collaborate

with many of Hollywood’s biggest
names. He first worked with John
Wayneas ayoungproductionassistant,
when Wayne was the star of Dakota. It
was the start of a fruitful partnership; as
McLaglen became a respected film-
maker in his own right they teamed up
regularly. He directed five films with
Wayne, four with James Stewart and a
string of others with such Hollywood
giants as Kirk Douglas, Charlton
Heston, David Niven and Roy Rogers.
British-born McLaglen grew up in

Hollywood — his father was the actor
Victor McLaglen, with whom Wayne
had a particularly memorable fist fight
in John Ford’s classic 1952 comedy-
drama The Quiet Man. The younger
McLaglen was assistant director on the
film. He gained experience directing
hundreds of western episodes for
television before focusing on films.
Highlights of his career included the

actor, but in 1945 he wrote the
fateful letter to Yates, took a job as a
production assistant with Republic
Pictures and worked his way up
through the ranks.
His stint as assistant director on The

Quiet Man with his father, Wayne and
Ford was an enlightening experience.
He recalled “Oneof the first scenes that
we shot was the scene when Wayne
pulls Maureen through the fields . . . I
went over to Ford and said, ‘Do you
think we ought to clean up that sheep
dung before Duke pulls Maureen
through it?’ ‘No,’ he says, ‘leave it!’ ”

McLaglen had known Wayne, who
took himunder his wing, since child-
hood.His companygaveMcLaglen
his first chance to direct with the

1956 crime dramaMan in the
Vault. “Duke knew that I

wanted to be a direct-
or,” McLaglen
said. “So, one day
he said, ‘I’ll tell

you what. If you
guys canput it together,

I’ll guarantee the budget at
the bank’.”

In the late 1950s and early 1960s
McLaglenwasdirectoronanumberof
different television series anddirected
around 100 episodes of both Gun-
smoke and Have Gun —Will Travel.
McLintock! and Shenandoah sug-

gestedhemighthaveaglitteringcareer
ahead of him on the big screen too. In
Shenandoah James Stewart gives one of
his most powerful performances as
a self-reliant Virginia farmer and
patriarch who is gradually embittered
as the CivilWar encroaches on his land
and his family.
According to McLaglen, Universal

Pictures took some persuading that
Shenandoah was anything more than a
routine western. He said: “It turned out
to be Universal’s biggest moneymaker
of the year . . . I will never understand
why Jimmydidn’t get at least anomina-
tion for what he did.”
Wayne and Stewart liked working

with McLaglen — perhaps because he
readily accepted they were the ones
with the Hollywood clout. But other

actors foundhima little unimaginative,
with filming rushed and his sets intimi-
dating. Raquel Welch complained that
the atmosphere on Bandolero! was
“very cliquish . . . the old John Ford
gang”. Welch, who at the time was
regarded as one of the most attractive
women in the world, recalled that
Stewart was one of the few who spoke
to her. “I felt pretty lonely the whole
shoot.”
McLaglen’s later credits include

sequels to The Dirty Dozen and The
Bridge on the River Kwai. He also
directed the 1982 Civil War miniseries
The Blue and the Gray.
He was married four times. Three

marriages —first to Peggy Harrison,
second to the actress Veda Ann Borg,
and third to Sally Pierce —ended in
divorce. His fourth wife, Sheila
Greenan, predeceased him in 2005.
With his secondwife he had a son, who

died in 2006. His three children from
his first and third marriages followed
him into the movie business— Sharon
working as a script analyst, Josh as a
producer, whose credits include Avatar
and recent X-Men movies, and Mary
who is also a producer.
In the early 1990s McLaglen retired

toSan Juan Island inWashingtonState,
where he had built his own house.
Photos of him with Wayne, Stewart
and Clint Eastwood adorned the
walls. He worked with the local com-
munity theatre there and staged a
version of Shenandoah.

Andrew McLaglen, television and film
director, was born on July 28, 1920.
He died on August 30, 2014, aged 94

Wayne had known
McLaglen as a boy and
took him under his wing
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Christina Roaf
Christina Roaf,
Italian scholar, was
born on November
27, 1917. She died
on June 19, 2014,
aged 96

Christina Roaf was a punctilious
textual scholar who taught widely
throughoutOxfordUniversity. Special-
ising in Italian Renaissance writings,
her critical editions of the letters
of Bartolomeo Cavalcanti, Sperone
Speroni’s defence of his tragedy Canace
and Francesco Sansovino’s letters
on Boccaccio’s Decameron, were well
reviewed by many demanding critics.
Evelyn ChristinaMervyn Drake was

born in a house where the poet
Christina Rossetti had lived: hence her
second name, by which she was always
known. With her excellent French and
Italian, she read modern languages at
Somerville College, Oxford, graduat-
ing in 1940 with a First. She returned
there in 1949, embarking on a DPhil
thesis on Cavalcanti. When a vacancy
for a lecturer in Italian opened up, her
former tutor encouraged her to apply.
The post did not bring with it any
college connection, but Somerville was
quick to offer her a college lectureship.
Through successive manifestations as
fellow, tutor, honorary senior research
fellow, emeritus fellow and foundation
fellow, sheplayedakey role in the life of
the college.
In 1955 she married the Christ

Church physicist Douglas Roaf, a wid-
ower with five young children. He
predeceased her in 1996. Among her
visitors at the care home where she
spent her latter years was a former
colleague who came regularly to read
Dante toher.A fewdaysbefore shedied
they reached the final canto of
Paradiso, the vision of God. She did not
take this as an omen, but looked for-
ward, she said, to starting again at the
beginning of Inferno on his next visit.

Gareth Wright
Gareth Wright,
architect, was born
on September 8,
1943. He died of
septicemia on May
22, 2014, aged 70

Gareth Wright enjoyed the distinction
of designing one of the few postwar
British buildings to be accordedGrade-
II listed status. Many worthy modern
buildings have succumbed to the
wreckingball afterattempts toget them
listed have failed. However, the people
of Maidenhead are still enjoying their
library designed in 1973 by Wright.
He was a slightly mercurial but well

regarded young architect at the prac-
tice Ahrends, Burton and Koralek,
whenhe conceived adesign thatwas an
early exemplar of the high-tech archi-
tecture that would come to dominate
British buildings through the influence
of Norman Foster and Richard Rogers.
Wright applied the technique — using
new technologies and materials in a
Modernist idiom — on a municipal
library.
He was born in Marlow, Bucking-

hamshire, in 1943 to an illustrator and
an art teacher. Later he had four child-
ren of his own: from his first marriage
Zephy andMerlin; and from his second
marriage Mattie and Maud. Wright’s
other projects included one of the first
live/work developments at Bridge
Wharf in Islington. He also persuaded
local residents to accept extensions to
the historic Pluckley Primary School in
Kent and Freshford School in Bath.

Lives in brief

1963 comedy western McLintock!,
which reunited Wayne with his Quiet
Man leading ladyMaureenO’Hara; the
powerful 1965 American CivilWar film
Shenandoah; and the 1978 war film The
Wild Geese, with Richard Burton,
Richard Harris and Roger Moore.
McLaglen was never exactly an

auteur, like John Ford, who
became almost synonymous
with Hollywood westerns. He
said he ended up specialising in
westerns by accident, but he
gained a reputation with the
studios for being “a safe pair of
hands” and bringing films in on bud-
get. The producer Darryl Zanuck put
together the 1968 western Bandolero!
on the strength of the headline cast of
James Stewart, DeanMartin as his out-
law brother, and Raquel Welch for sex
appeal. With only a six-page story out-
line, Zanuck trusted McLaglen suffi-
ciently to pull it all together.
Andrew Victor McLaglen was born

in Wandsworth in London in 1920. His
father headed for Hollywood when he
was just a few years old and the family
soon followed. Asked by an interviewer
when he first realised his father’s job
was “something other than ordinary
work”, McLaglen said: “I think it was
when he starred in Josef von Stern-
berg’sDishonoured with Marlene Diet-
rich.” He recalled in his teens watching
his father shooting the classic Raj
adventureGunga Din, with Cary Grant
and Douglas Fairbanks Jr. “It was quite
an experience . . . I just kept out of the
way because they were working hard;
they had a picture to make! I had
another school buddy with me at the
time, we were 18 and 19 years old, and
we had a terrific time.”
At 6ft 7in, McLaglen was deemed

too tall for military service during
the SecondWorldWar andworked
for the aircraft companyLockheed.
He began his own film career as an

Andrew McLaglen
As a teen he
watched his father
on set with Cary
Grant and Douglas
Fairbanks Jr

I’ll
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Television & Radio/Announcements

Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15 The Housing
Enforcers 10.00 Homes Under the
Hammer 11.00 Street Patrol UK
11.45 Caught Red Handed 12.15pm
Bargain Hunt 1.00 BBC News;
Weather 1.30 BBC Regional News;
Weather 1.45 Doctors 2.15 Celebrity
Pressure Pad 3.00 Escape to the
Country 3.45 A Taste of Britain 4.30
Flog It! 5.15 Pointless 6.00 BBC
News 6.30 BBC Regional News
Programmes 7.00 The One Show
7.30 A Question of Sport 8.00
EastEnders 8.30 Scrappers 9.00
Boomers 9.30 Big School 10.00
BBC News 10.25 BBC Regional
News; Weather 10.35 Outnumbered
11.05 Live at the Apollo 11.35
EastEnders 1.35am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.55am Street Patrol UK 7.40
Caught Red Handed 8.10 Sign Zone
8.55 Live Formula 1: Italian Grand
Prix — First Practice. At the
Autodromo Nazionale Monza 10.35
The Travel Show 11.00 BBC News
11.30 BBC World News 12.00 Daily
Politics 1.00pm Live Formula 1:
Italian Grand Prix — Second
Practice. At the Autodromo
Nazionale Monza 2.35 World
Equestrian Games 4.45 Great
British Railway Journeys 5.15 Put
Your Money Where Your Mouth Is
6.00 Two Tribes 6.30 Eggheads
7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip
8.00 Mastermind 8.30 The Hairy
Bakers 9.00 The Great British
Bake Off: An Extra Slice 9.30
Gardeners’ World 10.00 The
Perfect Morecambe & Wise 10.30
Newsnight 11.05 FILM: American
Beauty (1999) Black comedy
drama 1.00am-2.00 Sign Zone:
The Secret History of Our Streets

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
Jo Frost Family Matters 1.30 ITV
News; Weather 2.00 Judge Rinder
3.00 Tipping Point 4.00 Who’s
Doing the Dishes? 5.00 The Chase
6.00 Regional News 6.30 ITV News;
Weather 7.00 Emmerdale 7.30
Coronation Street 8.00 Gino’s
Italian Escape: A Taste of the Sun
8.30 Coronation Street 9.00 Piers
Morgan’s Life Stories: Alesha Dixon
10.00 ITV News at Ten and Weather
10.30 Regional News 10.40 FILM:
The Boat That Rocked (2009)
Comedy 1.05am Jackpot247 3.00
The Jeremy Kyle Show USA
3.40-6.00 ITV Nightscreen

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 3rd Rock
from the Sun 7.35 The King of
Queens 8.00 Everybody Loves
Raymond 9.00 Frasier. Double bill

10.00 Undercover Boss 11.00
Location, Location, Location 12.00
Channel 4 News Summary 12.05pm
Celebrity Coach Trip 12.35 Come
Dine with Me 1.40 Win It Cook It
2.10 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent 3.10
Countdown 4.00 Deal or No Deal
5.00 Come Dine with Me 6.00 The
Simpsons 6.30 Hollyoaks 7.00
Channel 4 News 8.00 The Million
Pound Drop 9.00 8 Out of 10 Cats
Does Countdown 10.00 The Last
Leg 10.50 Virtually Famous 11.40
Jimmy Carr: Telling Jokes 12.40am
FILM: Choke (2008) Comedy
drama starring Sam Rockwell
2.20 Anna & Katy 2.45 The
Inbetweeners USA 3.10 Desperate
Housewives 3.55 Revenge 4.35
Kirstie’s Vintage Gems 4.45 Deal or
No Deal 5.40-6.05 NFL: Rush Zone

Sky1
6.00am Real A&E 7.00 Futurama
9.00 NCIS: Los Angeles 11.00
Hawaii Five-0 1.00pm NCIS: Los
Angeles 3.00 Glee 4.00 Futurama
5.00 The Simpsons 5.30 Futurama
6.30 The Simpsons 8.00 Football’s
Funniest Moments 9.00 A League
of Their Own 10.00 50 Ways to Kill
Your Mammy 11.00 NCIS: Los
Angeles 1.00am Hawaii Five-0
3.00 Road Wars 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am BBC World News 6.30
World Business Report 6.45 BBC
World News 7.30 World Business
Report 7.45 BBC World News 8.30
World Business Report 8.45 BBC
World News 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00
BBC World News 10.30 World
Business Report 10.45 Sport Today
11.00 BBC World News 12.00 GMT
1.00pm BBC World News 1.30
World Business Report 1.45 Sport
Today 2.00 Impact 3.30 Talking
Business with Linda Yueh 4.00
World Have Your Say 5.00 BBC
World News 5.40 Africa Business
Report 6.00 BBC World News 6.30
Focus on Africa 7.00 World News
Today with Zeinab Badawi 7.40
Africa Business Report 8.00 BBC
World News 8.30 HARDtalk 9.00
Business Edition with Tanya Beckett
9.30 Football Focus 10.00 BBC
World News America 11.00 BBC
World News 11.30 Newsnight
1.00am BBC World News 1.10
Football Focus 1.30 Talking
Business with Linda Yueh 2.00
BBC World News 2.30 Edinburgh
Extra 3.00 BBC World News 3.10
The High Art of the Low Countries
4.00 BBC World News 4.30 The
Travel Show 5.00 BBC World News
5.10-6.00 Blurred Lines

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Football Gold 7.00
WWE: Raw 9.00 Game Changers

10.00 Ringside 11.00 NFL 12.00
Ringside 1.00pm Barclays Premier
League World 1.30 Super League
Superstars 2.00 Barclays Premier
League World 2.30 NFL 3.30
Football’s Greatest Players 4.00
Ringside 5.00 NFL 6.00 Rise as
One 6.30 The Fantasy Football Club
7.30 Live First Utility Super League:
Wigan Warriors v Leeds Rhinos
(Kick-off 8.00). Eddie Hemmings
and Mike Stephenson present
coverage of the top-flight fixture at
the DW Stadium 10.15 The Fantasy
Football Club 11.15 Rise as One 11.45
Super League Gold 12.00 First
Utility Super League 1.00am
Barclays Premier League World
1.30 Super League Superstars 2.00
FL72 Highlights 3.00 The Fantasy
Football Club 4.00 First Utility
Super League 5.00-6.00
The Fantasy Football Club

Sky Sports 2
6.00am Watersports World 7.00
Max Power 8.00 NFL 9.00 First
Utility Super League 10.00 Live
One-Day International Cricket:
England v India 7.00pm Ricky
Ponting Masterclass 7.30 Live FL72:
Coventry City v Gillingham (Kick-off
7.45) 10.00 One-Day International
Cricket 11.00 WWE: Late Night:
Smackdown 1.00am WWE: Late
Night: Bottom Line 2.00 One-Day
International Cricket 3.00 NFL
4.00 One-Day International
Cricket 5.00-6.00 NFL

Sky Sports 3
6.00am P1 Superstock
Powerboating UK 6.30 Racemax
7.00 Live ITM Cup Rugby Union:
Tasman v Waikato (Kick-off 7.05)
9.00 Live ITM Cup Rugby Union:
Northland v Hawke’s Bay (Kick-off
9.05) 11.00 Racing News 11.30 Surf
Unleashed 12.00 US Open Tennis
1.00pm WWE: Raw 3.00 Sporting
Rivalries 3.30 ATP Tour Uncovered
4.00 US Open Tennis 5.00 Live US
Open Tennis. Coverage of day 12 of
the Grand Slam event at Flushing
Meadows 11.00 Tight Lines 12.00
FL72 Highlights 1.00am The Rugby
Club 1.30 Top 14 Rugby Union
Highlights 4.00 Tight Lines 5.00
ATP Tour Uncovered 5.30-6.00
Barclays Premier League World

British Eurosport
7.30am World Superbikes 8.00
British Superbikes 9.00 Cycling:
Women’s World Cup 10.00 Cycling:
Vuelta a España 11.00 Cycling: Tour
of Britain 12.00 Equestrian 1.30pm
US Open Tennis 7.00 Cycling:
Vuelta a España 8.00 Cycling:
Tour of Britain 9.00 Live Cycling:
Tour of Alberta. Stage three of
the tour in Canada 11.00 Cycling:
Vuelta a España 12.00-12.30am
Cycling: Women’s World Cup

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer for the
Day 5.45 Farming Today 5.58 Tweet
of the Day 6.00 Today 8.31 (LW)
Yesterday in Parliament 9.00 The
Reunion (r) 9.45 (LW) Act of
Worship 9.45 Book of the Week
10.00 Woman’s Hour 10.15-6.30pm
(LW) Live International One-Day
Cricket 11.00 Lives in a Landscape
11.30 My First Planet 12.00 News
12.01pm (LW) Shipping 12.04 Home
Front 12.15 You and Yours 1.00 The
World at One 1.45 Penguin Post
Office 2.00 The Archers (r) 2.15
Afternoon Drama 3.00 Gardeners’
Question Time 3.45 Opening Lines
4.00 Last Word 4.30 More or Less
4.55 The Listening Project 5.00 PM
5.54 (LW) Shipping 6.00 News 6.30
The Brig Society 7.00 The Archers
7.15 Front Row 7.45 Dark Fire 8.00
Any Questions? 8.50 A Point of
View 9.00 Home Front 10.00 World
Tonight 10.45 Book at Bedtime
11.00 Great Lives (r) 11.30 Today in
Parliament 11.55 The Listening
Project 12.30am Book of the Week
(r) 12.48 Shipping 1.00 As BBC
World Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06
HARDtalk 9.30 Science in Action
10.00 World Update 11.00 News
11.06 Outside Source 12.00 News
12.06pm The 5th Floor 1.00
Newshour 2.00 Newshour 3.00
News 3.06 Tech Tent 3.30 World
Football 4.00 The Newsroom 4.30
Sport Today 5.00 The Newsroom
5.30 World Business Report 6.00
World Have Your Say 7.00 The
Newsroom 7.30 The Why Factor
7.50 More or Less 8.00 News 8.06
HARDtalk 8.30 World Business
Report 8.50 From Our Own
Correspondent 9.00 Newshour. The
stories behind the latest headlines
10.00 News 10.06 The 5th Floor.
Global news 11.00 News 11.06 The
Newsroom 11.30 World Business
Report 12.00 The Newsroom
12.20am Sports News 12.30 World
Football 1.00 News 1.06 Business
Matters 2.00 News 2.06 The 5th
Floor 3.00 News 3.06 The
Newsroom 3.30 Heart and Soul
4.00 The Newsroom 4.20 Sports
News 4.30-5.00 Boston Calling

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 12.00 Composer of the
Week: Antonin Dvorák 1.00pm
News 1.02 Radio 3 Lunchtime
Concert. Christian Zacharias ends
this year’s Schubertiade at the East
Neuk Festival with Schubert’s final
piano sonata, preceded by songs
performed by Malin Christenssen
and Llyr Williams 2.00 Afternoon
on 3. Sakari Oramo conducts the
BBCSO in a concert based on
storytelling 4.30 In Tune 6.30 Live
BBC Proms 2014. In the first of their
two Proms this year, Simon Rattle
and the Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra play Russian music 8.45
New Generation Artists. The Danish
String Quartet performs Beethoven
9.30 Free Thinking. Henry Ford’s
introduction of the assembly line at
his Michigan car plant in 1913 (r)
10.15 Live BBC Proms 2014. Paloma
Faith with the vocalist Ty Taylor, the
Guy Barker Orchestra and Urban
Voices Collective 12.00 World
on 3. Music from the Rastafari
Bobo Shanti Nyabinghi Church
1.00am-7.00 Through the Night

Births, Marriages and Deaths the times.co.uk/announcements
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Games

Tips for Intermediates

14 - SuitQualityOvercall Test
(“SQOT”)

After an opponent opens the bid-
ding, your side by definition
become the overcallers. Your rea-
sons for bidding are quite different
to the opening side: probably you
will not win the bidding, but it is
winning Bridge to get involved to
cramp the opponents’ bidding, to
push them uncomfortably high;
perhaps you can even outbid them,
but if not, the information you have
given partner will enable them to
find the best lead and defence.

All this points towards the clas-
sic overcalling hand: a good suit
but not necessarily a good hand.
Here is the Suit Quality Overcall
Test, a good guide to see if your
suit is good enough to bid:

Add the number of cards in the
suit – and youmust, must, must [yes,
that’s three musts] have five+ cards –
to the number of cards in the suit –
counting one for each of the ace,
king, queen, jack and ten. This gives
you your Suit Quality Count –
which needs to get to the number of
tricks you are bidding for.
Exercise: Which of these diamond
suits are good enough to bid as an
overcall (a) over 1♣ (b) over 1♥:
(i) ♦AQ842 (ii) ♦AJ1073
(iii) ♦K7432 (iv) ♦KJ10842

(i). Your Suit Quality Count is
seven. You can bid for up to seven
tricks, so you can bid 1♦ over 1♣,
but not 2♦ over 1♥.
(ii). Suit Quality Count = 8. You can
bid 1♦ over 1♣ and 2♦ over 1♥.
(iii). Suit Quality Count = 6. You’ve

failed the SQOT and should pass
over both 1♣ and 1♥.
(iv). Suit Quality Count = 9. You
can bid 1♦ over 1♣, 2♦ over 1♥
and indeed would have been able
to bid 3♦ over, say, 2♥. Note, how-
ever, that you bid at the lowest
level to test the water, even if your
Suit Quality Count told you that
you could have bid higher.

Without East’s 1♠ bid,West would
have led♦Qv4♠, giving declarer an
easy ride. On ♠K (top of two), then
♠6 to♠J, then♠A, the defencewere
off to a good start. WhenWest threw
a discouraging 2♦ on ♠A, East saw
the only chance: an Uppercut and
Trump Promotion. He led ♠4 and
West ruffed with ♥9. Though
dummy overruffed with ♥K, East’s
♥J108 had to score a trick. Down
one. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 4♥, Opening Lead: ♠K

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

1♣ 1♠(1)
2♥ Pass 2NT Pass
4♥(2) end

(1) Satisfying SQOT – the spades have a
Suit Quality Count of seven.
(2) Partner has two hearts and 15-16 points, so
there are eight hearts and the values for game.

S W N E

N
W E

S

♠AJ943
♥J108
♦93
♣Q53

♠Q72
♥K3
♦K65
♣AK742

♠1085
♥AQ7642
♦A84
♣J

♠K6
♥95
♦QJ1072
♣10986

________
áqD DrDkD]
àD D gp0n]
ßpDr0 D 0]
ÞDpDNhRD ]
Ý D DPD D]
ÜDQD G D ]
ÛP)PDBDP)]
ÚD D DRDK]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Winning Move

White to play. This position is from Pol-
gar-Pliester, Aruba 1992.
This position demonstrates Polgar in her
attacking element. She now rips the black
position apart with a ferocious sequence
of tactical blows. Can you see how?
For up-to-the-minute information follow
my tweets on twitter.com/times_chess.

Valediction

Today I conclude my series bid-
ding goodbye to Judit Polgar, the
strongest female player in the
history of chess, who paid us the
honour of announcing her retire-
ment from the professional game
in the pages of The Times on 13
August. The game I have chosen to
complete my tribute to her was a
win as Black against one of the
leading English grandmasters from
the London Chess Classic of two
years ago. Luke McShane is an
expert in the English Opening, first
pioneered by Howard Staunton in
the mid-19th century. Indeed,
McShane has even beaten Carlsen
on the white side of the English. In
the game which follows Polgar
defends ingeniously and then
overwhelms the English grand-
master with her trademark tactical
acumen.

White: Luke McShane
Black: Judit Polgar
London Classic 2012
English Opening

1 c4 g6 2 g3 Bg7 3 Bg2 c5 4 Nc3
Nc6 5 Nf3 b6

A double fianchetto as Black
might be considered something of
a time consuming luxury but in
this case White can conjure up no
immediate threats.
6 0-0 Bb7 7 d3 Nf6 8 Bg5 h6 9 Bd2

White’s peregrinations with his
queen’s bishop have cost time and
achieved little.
9 ... d5 10Qc1 Rc8 11 Rb1Qd7 12 b3

Not particularly constructive
but 12 cxd5 Nxd5 13 Nxd5 Qxd5
14 Bc3 Nd4 is fine for Black.
12 ... d4 13 Nb5 h5

________
á DrDkD 4]
à0bDq0pg ]
ß 0nD hpD]
ÞDN0 D Dp]
Ý DP0 D D]
ÜDPDPDN) ]
ÛPD GP)B)]
ÚDR! DRI ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Combining defence with attack.
There is no longer a weak point
on h6 and Black’s h-pawn can
also contribute to Black’s kingside
counter-offensive.
14 b4 cxb4 15 Bxb4 a6 16 Na3
Nxb4 17 Rxb4 Nd5

Black’s knight leaps into action
and due to the pin in the c-file
seeks to establish itself in the
heart of White’s camp.
18 Rb3Nc3 19Qd2 Bxf3 20 Bxf3 h4

________
á DrDkD 4]
àD Dq0pg ]
ßp0 D DpD]
ÞD D D D ]
Ý DP0 D 0]
ÜHRhPDB) ]
ÛPD !P) )]
ÚD D DRI ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

21 g4
Or 21 Rxb6 hxg3 22 hxg3 Qh3

23 Re1 Bh6 24 Qb2 Be3! when
Black forces checkmate.
21 ... b5 22 h3 0-0 23 cxb5 axb5 24
Nc2 Rc5 25 Ne1 Bf6 26 Ng2 Bg5 27
Qb2 Rfc8 28 Kh1 Qd6 29 Ra3 Na4
30 Rxa4 bxa4 31 Ne1 Rc1 32 Qb7
Rb8 33 Qa7 Bd2White resigns

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Durum a. Something that has endured b. Wheat
c. An Arab head-dress
Snip a. A mark on a horse’s nostrils b. A press cutting
c. Fine tailoring
Lemma a. A sensor b. A geometric line
c. Part of a blade of grass

Across
8 All together (2,5)
9 Prickly-leaved shrub (5)
10 Dot-dash signalling (5,4)
11 Advantage (3)
12 Printing errors (5)
14 Excessive bureaucracy (3,4)
15 Lack of harmony (7)
17 Frequently (5)

19 Indian state (3)
20 Incisive in style (9)
22 Torn piece of material (5)
23 Call (a meeting) (7)

Down
1 Protective headgear (6)
2 Muslim ruler (4)
3 The ten days leading up to
Whitsun Eve (13)

4 Eat (food) quickly (6)
5 Lava vent of wide and low
profile (6,7)

6 Tusked mammal (8)
7 County of Northern
Ireland (6)

13 Camille —, French artist (8)
15 Break down (food) (6)
16 Wet thoroughly (6)
18 Caught (6)
21 Brother killed by Cain (4)

Solution to Crossword 6497

T2 CROSSWORD No 6498

1 2 3 4 765

8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15 16 1817

19 20 21

22 23

G R A N N Y B E D B U G
L L A L N R H
E C L O G U E G H A N A
A E A R G S
M O G U L D R A U G H T

E O I V L
G O D H O N G I G U Y
I E G N L
E X P U N G E G L O S S
L O G D W E
G O N E R G A G G I N G
U G I E E N U
D R Y I N G E M I G R E

Times Quick Crossword No 6498

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of four or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
13 words, average;
18, good; 23, very good;
28, excellent

Yesterday’s answers abet,
abort, baft, bare, barefoot, barf,
bate, bear, beat, beta, boar,
boart, boat, boater, boer, boor,
boot, bora, borate, bore, bort,
brae, brat, broo, forb, oboe,
reboot, robe, robot, taboo, tabor

Word Watching answers

Durum (b) A type of wheat used to make pasta, from Latin
triticum durum, hard wheat.
Snip (a) A white patch on the nose of a horse.
Lemma (c) The lower bract enclosing a blade of grass,
Greek lemma, rind.

Winning Move solution

1Rxf7!Nxf72Rxf7Kxf7(thereisnothingbetter)3Nb6+Kg6(3
...Rc4avoidsmatebutBlackwillthenlosetoomuchmaterial)4
Bh5+!Kxh55Qf7+mates,eg,5...g66Qf3+Kh47Qh3mate.Note
that1Rxe5,planning1...dxe52Rxf7,alsowins.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6793 Fiendish

4 6
3 9 6 5

5 1 3
1 6 8

4 9 3
6 5 2

6 3 7
9 6 8 3

1 2
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3894 Deadly 56min

9 14 13 22

19 10 20 13

21 17 7

15 22 8

7 22 13

12 14 28

22 18 24 10

17

8

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2182

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

M

M

I

I

D

D

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

17 11 24 22 8 21 12

23 3 3 23 18 7 18 7 17 10 1 7

26 5 7 23 1 22 18

23 1 3 25 5 11 11 5 20 18 11 3

7 22 4 11

18 3 11 23 6 23 3 3 8 18 1

23 21 9 8 19 10

19 8 25 25 18 15 25 5 13 23 2

5 9 8 17

16 10 4 17 5 25 18 14 10 5 10 1

5 8 23 8 10 1 23

15 8 9 11 10 7 3 23 7 7 5 4

3 7 13 13 13 5 5

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sudoku, Killer and Codeword solutions
5 3 9 6 4 7 2 1 8
7 8 1 2 9 5 6 3 4
6 2 4 8 1 3 9 7 5
2 9 7 4 5 8 1 6 3
3 4 5 9 6 1 7 8 2
1 6 8 3 7 2 5 4 9
9 7 6 5 8 4 3 2 1
8 5 2 1 3 6 4 9 7
4 1 3 7 2 9 8 5 6

6 4 5 2 3 1 8 9 7
3 8 1 9 7 5 4 6 2
9 2 7 4 6 8 1 5 3
2 5 8 3 1 6 7 4 9
7 3 6 5 9 4 2 8 1
1 9 4 8 2 7 5 3 6
4 7 3 6 8 2 9 1 5
5 6 2 1 4 9 3 7 8
8 1 9 7 5 3 6 2 4

C I V I L I T Y J A Z Z
M L M O O E

G A L L O P U N B I N D
G A S I

R E H E A R S E W I T H
S X T N O H

S P R I N T E R S
Q R A H T U

D U N E L U R C H I N G
O S O F

S T A S I S N O R M A L
A E O E A I

U S E D B O D Y W O R K

No 6789 No 3892 No 2181Solution right
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Sport
50

Hughes doubles efforts to stay in ascendancy
RichardHugheshasacquired theuseof
a helicopter to circumvent the Friday
evening traffic today as he accelerates
his bid to retain the jockeys’ champion-
ship with the first of successive double
shifts totalling 23 rides in two days.
Meanwhile, Richard Hannon, his

principal trainer, revealed at Salisbury
yesterday that his own prospects of
overhauling John Gosden for the
trainers’ title could be enhanced by a
supplementary entry for Toronado in
the Qipco Champion Stakes after he
contests the Prix du Moulin in France
next week.
Hughes, who has eroded Ryan

Moore’s once commanding lead to
nine, is riding at both Haydock Park
and Kempton Park today after an
unexpectedoffer fromanowner. “Dave
Barrett, who owns Democretes,
wantedme to ride his horse atHaydock
and I said I could only do so if he gotme
back to Kempton for the evening
meeting,” he said. “He has laid on his
helicopter and itmeans I’ve got 12 rides
rather than six.”
With Moore serving a four-day sus-

pension and expected to have addition-
al international commitments at the

end of next month, this could be the
pivotal time in the title duel. Hughes
will dashdowntheM6toWolverhamp-
ton tomorrow evening and hopes to do
so after a third group one sprint victory
this year aboard Sole Power. The Irish-
trained favourite featured among 18
declarations for theBetfred Sprint Cup.
A spectacular waiting ride was

employed by Hughes in the Coolmore
Nunthorpe Stakes last month and he
promises to repeat the tactics tomor-
row. “If he gets too much daylight in a
race, he loses all momentum,” Hughes
said.
“Wehave a gooddraw in stall nine, as

I need to get cover quick and keep him
among horses as long as possible.
People say he’s never won over six
furlongs but I don’t think the trip is an
issue— inHongKong last year, he was
only beaten by the fastest horse in the
world [Lord Kanaloa].
“It’s much more about how the race

pans out and whether I get the splits at
the right moment. He might even be
easier to ride over six, because things
happen a bit slower.”
Hughes’s other group one this year

wasachievedatAscotonToronadoand
he may be asked to ride him over a
longer distance back on the royal

racecourse nextmonth, as connections
seek the best alternative to another
meeting with the brilliant Kingman.
Hannonsaidyesterday: “Rather than

take on Kingman again, we’re floating
the idea of the Champion Stakes. We

can’t be sure he will stay ten furlongs
but he wasn’t right the only other time
we tried. If he did stay, he’d be very
interesting.”
When itwas pointed out that the first

prize of more than £700,000 could just

decide the trainers’ title in his favour,
Hannon grinned. “I hadn’t thought of
that,” he said, unconvincingly.
Ironically, Hannon was denied a

group three win at Salisbury yesterday
byNewProvidence, a filly in thecolours
of Chris Humber, one of the original
owners of Toronado. It provided a
second group victory for Hugo Palmer,
only five days after the trainer’s first.
Further good news for Hannon,

however, is the retention of Kool
Kompany, the smart juvenile, in his
Wiltshire yard. The five-times winner
failed to reach his lofty reserve at
Doncaster sales yesterday and was led
out unsold at £730,000, but a private
deal was subsequently struck.
“HehasbeenboughtbyNeilWerrett,

who was a co-owner of Black Caviar,”
Hannon said. “He’s kindly left himwith
us and he will be trained for theMiddle
Park.We also have Ivawood in that, but
he has a sales race as an alternative.”
The trial of Philip Fenton, the Irish-

based trainer, on eight charges
of possessing unlicensed animal
medicines has been set for October 23.
The prosecution alleges that a kilo-
gram of the anabolic steroid, Nitrotain,
was found at his stable in Co Tipperary.
It is thought that he denies the charges.

Haydock Park
Rob Wright
2.00 Karezak 4.10 Smart Daisy K
2.30Mistrusting 4.45 Yourartisonfire
3.00 Can You Conga 5.20 Dance King (nb)
3.35Mishaal 5.55 William Of Orange
Thunderer’s double 3.35 Free Rein (nap).
5.20 Madeed.
Going: good to soft (good in places)
Draw: no advantage Racing UK
Tote Jackpot meeting

2.00 Maiden Stakes
(£3,234: 1m 3f 200y) (14 runners)

1 (11) 0 ROCK ON BOLLINSKI 21 T Fitzgerald 4-10-0 B Hughes
2 (2) 4 TWO JABS 15 W M Brisbourne 4-10-0 G Gibbons
3 (4) 6 GEORGIAN FIREBIRD 21 G A Swinbank 4-9-9 D Allan
4 (10) 0-222 KAREZAK 70 A King 3-9-5 R Hughes
5 (7) 0-32 MAGIC MUSIC MAN 21 K Burke 3-9-5 D Tudhope
6 (5) 30332 SAARREM 28 (B) J Gosden 3-9-5 P Hanagan
7 (8) 3-46 SKILLED 48 R Charlton 3-9-5 James Doyle
8 (1) THE NEW PHARAOH C Wall 3-9-5 G Baker
9 (9) 4- TRENDSETTER 355 J Butler 3-9-5 T Queally
10(13) 32 WILL 18 N Littmoden 3-9-5 Luke Morris
11(12) 0 LADY SORENTO 31 T Pitt 3-9-0 A Mullen
12(14) 45-66 LOVELOCKS 121 (H) C Hills 3-9-0 W Buick
13 (3) 0 PANATELLA 21 J Fanshawe 3-9-0 R Havlin
14 (6) 6 TAWEYLA 21 R Varian 3-9-0 F Tylicki

7-4 Karezak, 4-1 Saarrem, 17-2 Taweyla, The New Pharaoh, 9-1 Magic Music
Man, 12-1 Lovelocks, Skilled, 14-1 Two Jabs, Will, 16-1 others.

RobWright’s choice: Karezak canmake awinning start for
his new yard Dangers: Saarrem, Magic Music Man

2.30 Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,911: 6f) (14)

1 (2) 44 BRINDLE 22 (BF) R Fahey 9-0 P Hanagan
2 (7) GOODNIGHTSUZY E Walker 9-0 R Kingscote
3 (3) 0 ITALIAN BEAUTY 26 T Jarvis 9-0 Luke Morris
4 (1) 0 JELLWA 48 M Channon 9-0 C Bishop (3)
5 (13) 35 JILLANAR 42 G Margarson 9-0 T Queally
6 (4) 0 KIZINGO 32 C Hills 9-0 James Doyle
7 (12) 00 LYDIATE LADY 10 P Green 9-0 J Sullivan
8 (5) 5 MALLYMKUN 22 K Burke 9-0 D Tudhope
9 (11) 2 MISTRUSTING 42 C Appleby 9-0 R Hughes
10(14) MRS EVE A Bailey 9-0 F Norton
11 (8) ROSE ABELLA A Hollinshead 9-0 R Havlin
12(10) SIGNORINA ROSEINA E Alston 9-0 J Hart
13 (6) THE FAIRY J Gosden 9-0 W Buick
14 (9) 4 TROPICANA BAY 23 R Varian 9-0 F Tylicki

4-5Mistrusting, 4-1 The Fairy, 15-2 Tropicana Bay, 17-2 Kizingo, 14-1 Brindle,
16-1 Jillanar, 20-1 Jellwa, 25-1 Goodnightsuzy, 28-1 others.

Wright choice:Mistrusting looked in need of the runwhen
a good second at Ascot Dangers: Mallymkun, Jillanar

3.00 Handicap (Div I: £5,175: 6f) (9)

1 (1) 00060 TAMAYUZ STAR 41 (D) G Margarson 4-9-6 T Queally
2 (7) -6400 BAHAMIAN HEIGHTS 13 (B,D) C Brittain 3-9-5

James Doyle
3 (2) 00000 CAN YOU CONGA 7 (P,D) M W Easterby 4-9-5 G Gibbons
4 (5) 00320 POWERFUL PRESENCE 28 (C) D O'Meara 8-9-4 D Tudhope
5 (6) 05003 RASAMAN 14 (P,D) J Goldie 10-9-3 F Lynch
6 (4) 00002 BABY STRANGE 20 (D) D Shaw 10-9-2 R Winston
7 (8) 25443 CRUISE TOTHELIMIT 7 (CD) I Williams 6-8-13 P Hanagan
8 (3) 33162 KOMMANDER KIRKUP 11 (P) M Dods 3-8-11 R Hughes
9 (9) 10005 BACHOTHEQUE 20 (H,P,D) T Easterby 4-8-8 D Allan

4-1 Cruise Tothelimit, 9-2 Baby Strange, Kommander Kirkup, 11-2 others.

Wright choice: CanYouConga is 1lb lower than for his last
success Dangers: Cruise Tothelimit, Kommander Kirkup

3.35 Handicap (Div II: £5,175: 6f) (9)

1 (7) 54330 MISPLACED FORTUNE 15 (V,D) N Tinkler 9-9-7
Shelley Birkett (5)

2 (6) 2U-00 HOOFALONG 111 (H,D) M W Easterby 4-9-6 J Sullivan
3 (2) 13311 POYLE VINNIE 19 (D) M Appleby 4-9-6 A Mullen
4 (8) 0000- CHESTER ARISTOCRAT 324 (C,D) E Alston 5-9-4 J Hart
5 (3) 02122 MISHAAL 27 (BF) M Herrington 4-9-4 D Tudhope
6 (1) 44011 TRIPLE CHOCOLATE 14 (D) R Ingram 4-9-3 J Quinn
7 (4) 162-0 AMBITIOUS BOY 29 (C,D) A Hollinshead 5-8-13 T Queally
8 (9) 4102 FREE REIN 11 R Beckett 3-8-10 R Hughes
9 (5) 42131 CAPE OF HOPE 26 (V,D) T Dascombe 4-8-8 R Kingscote

3-1 Free Rein, 4-1 Poyle Vinnie, 5-1 Cape Of Hope, Mishaal, 6-1 Triple
Chocolate, 10-1 Chester Aristocrat, 12-1 Misplaced Fortune, 14-1 others.

Wright choice:Mishaal shouldhave thespeed to copewith
a drop in trip Dangers: Free Rein, Poyle Vinnie

4.10 Handicap (£5,175: 5f) (17)

1 (11) 333-0 SMART DAISY K 20 (C,D) A Hollinshead 4-9-7 T Queally
2 (8) 60205 RED BARON 44 (D) E Alston 5-9-7 N Farley (3)
3 (4) -6162 CHEWOREE 38 (H,T,P,D) T Dascombe 5-9-7 R Kingscote
4 (3) 35112 MASTER BOND 16 (D,BF) D O'Meara 5-9-6 D Tudhope
5 (2) 5311V COME ON DAVE 11 (D) J Butler 5-9-6 D Muscutt (5)
6 (12) 40-30 LEXINGTON PLACE 83 (D) Mrs R Carr 4-9-5 J Sullivan
7 (7) 03115 MISTER MANANNAN 30 (D,BF) D Nicholls 7-9-5 A Nicholls
8 (9) 56010 SPACE ARTIST 16 (D) B Smart 4-9-4 P Hanagan
9 (13) 53206 MONUMENTAL MAN 13 (P,D) J Unett 5-9-3 Luke Morris
10(10) 00003 APRICOT SKY 22 H Candy 4-9-3 W Buick
11(16) 22016 RANDOM SUCCESS 22 (D,BF) R Charlton 4-9-3

James Doyle
12(15) 10100 CAPTAIN DUNNE 18 (CD) T Easterby 9-9-1 D Allan
13 (5) 31255 TYFOS 18 (D) B Baugh 9-9-1 J Hart
14(14) -5242 ANGELITO 13 (D) E McMahon 5-9-1 S Levey
15(17) 22031 FIRST IN COMMAND 24 (T,CD) D Loughnane 9-9-0

J F McDonald
16 (1) 23321 NEWTON'S LAW 18 (H,T,D) B Meehan 3-9-0 R Hughes
17 (6) 05024 SLEEPY BLUE OCEAN 17 (P,CD) J Balding 8-8-11

R Winston

6-1 Newton's Law, 13-2 Random Success, 7-1 Master Bond, 8-1 Cheworee,
9-1 Angelito, Apricot Sky, 10-1 Come On Dave, 12-1 others.

Wright choice: Smart Daisy K was in need of the run at
Doncaster Dangers: Random Success, Monumental Man

4.45 Handicap (£8,086: 7f) (12)

1 (4) 055-4 DEMOCRETES 89 (C) S Durack 5-9-8 R Hughes
2 (12) 53040 MARCRET 55 Mrs R Carr 7-9-8 J Sullivan
3 (2) -6000 DEAUVILLE PRINCE 33 (C,D) T Dascombe 4-9-7 R Kingscote
4 (6) 0-026 SECRET LOOK 32 (C) E McMahon 4-9-7 G Gibbons
5 (5) -0060 COMMON TOUCH 13 (B,D) W Musson 6-9-6 R Winston
6 (8) 0-020 JAMMY GUEST 13 (D) G Margarson 4-9-6 T Queally
7 (10) -0066 SMARTY SOCKS 50 (D) D O'Meara 10-9-5 D Tudhope
8 (1) 03000 TRAIL BLAZE 27 (C,D) K A Ryan 5-9-4 F Lynch
9 (7) 1602d YOURARTISONFIRE 27 (V,C,D) K Burke 4-9-4

J Haynes (3)
10 (9) 00000 TELLOVOI 40 (P,D) Miss A Stokell 6-9-4 S Levey
11 (3) 50141 PEARL NATION 29 (H,D) M Appleby 5-9-3 A Mullen
12(11) 00130 ESCAPE TO GLORY 21 (C,D) M Dods 6-9-2 P Hanagan

9-2 Pearl Nation, 6-1 Jammy Guest, Smarty Socks, 8-1 Deauville Prince, Trail
Blaze, Yourartisonfire, 10-1 Common Touch, Democretes, 12-1 others.

Wright choice: Yourartisonfire has won two of his three
starts here Dangers: Democretes, Jammy Guest

5.20 Handicap (£8,086: 1m 2f 95y) (15)
1 (6) 02454 STEPPING AHEAD 20 (D) K Burke 4-9-12 D Tudhope
2 (7) 0405/ STAND TO REASON 230J (D) A Carroll 6-9-10 G Baker
3 (8) 0-063 SILVERY MOON 102 (D) T Easterby 7-9-6 G Gibbons
4 (11) 16066 FLEMISH SCHOOL 48 (P) D Elsworth 4-9-5 J Haynes (3)
5 (2) 16563 SAN CASSIANO 10 (D) Mrs R Carr 7-9-5 J Sullivan
6 (5) 265-0 CRUCK REALTA 13 (D) M Channon 4-9-5 C Bishop (3)
7 (13) -6032 MADEED 12 (T,BF) B Meehan 3-9-3 P Hanagan
8 (10) 50000 BEAUMONT'S PARTY 14 (P,D) B Ellison 7-9-1 J Hart
9 (14) -0435 ENOBLED 27 Sir M Stoute 4-9-0 R Kingscote
10 (4) 10510 DANCE KING 14 (D) T Easterby 4-8-13 D Allan
11(12) 00431 CROQUEMBOUCHE 29 (D) E De Giles 5-8-13 D J Bates (3)
12 (3) /12-0 DOCS LEGACY 27 (D) R Fahey 5-8-12 Luke Morris
13(15) 14240 MEMORY CLOTH 14 (C,D) B Ellison 7-8-12 R Winston
14 (9) 25653 AUTOMATED 29 (P) C Brittain 3-8-10 F Norton
15 (1) 51 MISTIROC 14 J Goldie 3-8-6 F Lynch

11-4 Madeed, 13-2 Croquembouche, 15-2 Silvery Moon, 8-1 Enobled,
17-2 Mistiroc, 9-1 Automated, 12-1 Dance King, 14-1 others.

Wright choice: Dance King failed to stay last time and this
drop in trip will suit Dangers: Madeed, Stand To Reason

5.55 Handicap (£5,175: 1m 6f) (12)
1 (8) 130-5 REDERA 14J A Martin (Ire) 8-10-0 Doubtful
2 (7) 33/1- ROSIE PROBERT 258J A Carroll 5-10-0 G Baker
3 (12) 3-630 PERENNIAL 31 P Kirby 5-10-0 D Tudhope
4 (5) 23524 DEEPSAND 31 (P) T Easterby 5-9-11 D Allan
5 (2) 2-302 HIGHWAY CODE 28 (T) R Lee 8-9-7 Mikey Ennis (7)
6 (10) 02501 BAYAN KASIRGA 20 R Fahey 4-9-6 P Hanagan
7 (1) 330/5 REGAL PARK 27 Miss I Pickard 7-9-4 G Downing (5)
8 (11) 62302 LINEMAN 10 (V) A Hollinshead 4-9-4 T Queally
9 (9) /51-0 BRADBURY 43 E Alston 6-9-4 J Hart
10 (3) 35224 COSETTE 22 (BF) H Candy 3-9-1 R Kingscote
11 (4) 0002 WILLIAM OF ORANGE 22 Sir M Prescott 3-9-0

Luke Morris
12 (6) 2-421 THORNTOUN CARE 39 J Goldie 3-8-13 F Lynch

11-4 William Of Orange, 7-2 Thorntoun Care, 4-1 Bayan Kasirga, 6-1 Cosette,
9-1 Highway Code, 11-1 Deepsand, Lineman, 16-1 others.

Wright choice: William Of Orange is improving as his
stamina is drawn out Dangers: Cosette, Highway Code

Newcastle
Rob Wright
1.50 Cloak And Degas 4.00 Oracle Boy
2.20 Jan Van Hoof 4.35 Abraham Monro
2.50William Hogarth 5.10 Sugar Town
3.25 Gleese The Devil 5.45 Dennis
Going: good to firm (good in places)
Draw: 1m4f-2m, low numbers best
At The Races

1.50 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,911: 6f) (13)

1 (6) 40 BEACH SAMBA 14 E Dunlop 9-5 G Lee
2 (5) 0062 BEST ENDEAVOUR 13 W Muir 9-5 D C Costello
3 (7) 20 BLACKFOOT BRAVE 21 M Dods 9-5 P Mulrennan
4 (2) CADEAU MAGNIFIQUE R Fahey 9-5 T Hamilton
5 (9) 0 CHOPPY WATER 24 T Easterby 9-5 D Fentiman
6 (10) 0 CLOAK AND DEGAS 23 S Dixon 9-5 T Eaves
7 (4) DARK WAR J Given 9-5 D Swift
8 (8) FAIR VENTURE M Dods 9-5 C Beasley (3)
9 (13) 4332 FLICKA'S BOY 14 T Coyle 9-5 B McHugh
10 (3) 0 MY SPECIALBRU 44 Miss T Waggott 9-5 R Ffrench
11 (1) CROWN GREEN Mrs K Tutty 9-0 R Kennemore
12(12) 64 HONEYSUCKLE LIL 32 (BF) T Easterby 9-0

Rachel Richardson (7)
13(11) TWINKLE TWINKLE J Camacho 9-0 I Brennan

3-1 Best Endeavour, 4-1 Beach Samba, 9-2 Flicka's Boy, 8-1 Cadeau
Magnifique, 10-1 Blackfoot Brave, Honeysuckle Lil, 14-1 others.

2.20 Maiden Stakes (£3,234: 5f) (9)
1 (9) 60055 ISLAND EXPRESS 6 (T,B) Miss A Stokell 7-9-6

Ann Stokell (5)
2 (5) 2 JAN VAN HOOF 172 (BF) R Fahey 3-9-5 T Hamilton
3 (1) 06 KATIES JOY 14 I Semple 3-9-0 G Chaloner (3)
4 (4) 3-3 NORMANNA 17 M Botti 3-9-0 P Aspell
5 (7) 054 ORIENTAL HEIGHTS 8 J Goldie 3-9-0 G Bartley (3)
6 (8) 06460 PRINCESS ROSE 8 (B) J Weymes 3-9-0 P Makin
7 (6) 30-33 RESIST 35 J Given 3-9-0 C Beasley (3)
8 (3) 25-00 SIMPLY BLACK 21 (P) D O'Meara 3-9-0 Sam James (3)
9 (2) 04660 TELL ME WHEN 13 (P) B Rothwell 3-9-0 K Lundie (7)

2-1 Jan Van Hoof, 7-2 Resist, 4-1 Normanna, 5-1 Simply Black, 10-1 others.

2.50 Handicap (£2,911: 2m 19y) (12)
1 (3) 06444 BLUE TOP 47 (P,C) M Walford 5-9-13 A Hesketh (7)
2 (4) 42144 WOR LASS 11 I Jardine 6-9-8 D Nolan
3 (6) 06040 GOLDEN FUTURE 10J (D) P Niven 11-9-3 G Chaloner (3)
4 (10) 30-60 WEYBRIDGE LIGHT 13J (B) D Thompson 9-9-2 P Aspell
5 (12) 00404 TWO B'S 13 T Easterby 3-9-1 A Elliott
6 (8) /6036 CLAUDE CARTER 10J (P) A Whillans 10-9-0 G Whillans (5)
7 (5) 6-323 WILLIAM HOGARTH 8 (BF) B Ellison 9-9-0 D Swift
8 (9) 4-65 I AM WHO I AM 216 (T) I Jardine 4-9-0 C Beasley (3)
9 (1) 06000 JEBULANI 22 (T,P) F Murtagh 4-9-0 B McHugh
10(11) 00-0 SCRAFTON 21 J Bethell 3-8-9 T Hamilton
11 (2) 4666 MY ESCAPADE 46 S Waugh 3-8-6 R Ffrench
12 (7) 00600 SECRET KODE 29 S Waugh 3-8-1 P P Mathers

3-1 William Hogarth, 4-1 Two B'S, 5-1 Blue Top, Wor Lass, 8-1 others.

3.25 Maiden Stakes (£3,234: 1m 3y) (8)
1 (4) 0 BULAS BELLE 21 E Tuer 4-9-5 Kevin Stott (5)
2 (3) 02 GLEESE THE DEVIL 40 R Fahey 3-9-5 G Chaloner (3)
3 (5) 05 IM DAPPER TOO 19 John Davies 3-9-5 Joe Doyle (5)
4 (6) 00 MR GATSBY 19 (B) M Walford 3-9-5 P Aspell
5 (7) 4- NONAGON 496 W Storey 3-9-5 E Sayer (5)
6 (8) 00 RED LEGACY 52 S Regan 6-9-5 M Stainton
7 (2) 44 TASMANIAN 11 M Johnston 3-9-5 R Ffrench
8 (1) 43 KISS OF SPRING 11 D O'Meara 3-9-0 D Nolan

13-8 Tasmanian, 2-1 Kiss Of Spring, 9-4 Gleese The Devil, 20-1 others.

4.00 Handicap (£2,264: 1m 4f 93y) (12)
1 (7) 01260 GABRIAL'S HOPE 14 (D) Miss T Waggott 5-9-12 T Hamilton
2 (1) 56033 GIOIA DI VITA 11 D Thompson 4-9-10 D Nolan
3 (3) 06045 PRIMARY ROUTE 11 J Ward 4-9-9 A Elliott
4 (11) /0104 ASEELA 10 G M Moore 4-9-6 K Schofield (7)
5 (5) 05016 ORACLE BOY 15 (P,BF) W Muir 3-9-2 D C Costello
6 (2) 06412 MIDNIGHT WARRIOR 18 (H) R Barr 4-9-2 Joe Doyle (5)
7 (10) -0000 YORKSHIREMAN 11 Miss L Siddall 4-9-1 P Aspell
8 (12) 00160 SILVER TIGRESS 11 (C,D) I Jardine 6-9-0 C Beasley (3)
9 (9) 53005 STAMP DUTY 11 (C) S France 6-8-12 R Da Silva
10 (6) 6-005 THUNDERING CLOUD 29 (H) S Waugh 3-8-10J Nason (5)
11 (4) 6-000 ARABIAN SUNSET 46 S Waugh 3-8-3 R Ffrench
12 (8) -0006 CONNEXION FRANCAIS 15 T Etherington 3-8-3

Danielle Mooney (7)

7-2 Midnight Warrior, Oracle Boy, 9-2 Gioia Di Vita, 8-1 others.

4.35 Handicap
(£2,264: 6f) (16)

1 (9) 000-1 PEACE ACCORD 10 M Wigham 4-9-13 J Mitchell
2 (6) 00043 RED EXPLORER 2 (D) Miss A Stokell 4-9-7 D A Parkes (7)
3 (4) 50402 AD VITAM 13 (T,B,D) S France 6-9-6 R Da Silva
4 (15) 46134 DIVERTIMENTI 4 (B,D) S R Bowring 10-9-5 Billy Cray (3)
5 (3) 02020 KNOCKAMANY BENDS 13 J Wainwright 4-9-5 P Aspell
6 (12) 01562 LORD BUFFHEAD 3 (V,C,D) Richard Guest 5-9-4 D Silva (5)
7 (16) 03-00 GAUCHITA 9 (H) K Burke 3-9-4 P Sword (7)
8 (5) 30422 RED SHADOW 21 (P,D) Alan Brown 5-9-4 P Pickard
9 (10) 066- SLANDEROUS 356 S Dixon 3-9-3 M Hopkins (5)
10 (2) 40000 YANKEE RED 17 (B) John Best 3-9-2 D Nolan
11 (8) 66-55 ONLY FOR YOU 9 (T) Alan Brown 4-9-0 D Swift
12(14) 30063 ABRAHAM MONRO 13 (D) Mrs R Carr 4-9-0 I Brennan
13 (1) 06235 ARCH WALKER 2 (B,CD) J Weymes 7-9-0 J Nason (5)
14(13) 0000- ON THE HIGH TOPS 332 (T,C) C Teague 6-9-0 R Ffrench
15(11) 56221 SEE VERMONT 2 (P,D) R Bastiman 6-8-13 T Hamilton
16 (7) 00003 ONE KOOL DUDE 9 (B) M D Hammond 5-8-12

P P Mathers

11-4 Peace Accord, 7-1 See Vermont, 8-1 Lord Buffhead, Red Shadow, 10-1 Ad
Vitam, Red Explorer, 12-1 Abraham Monro, Divertimenti, 14-1 others.

5.10 Handicap (Div I: £2,264: 7f) (16)
1 (7) 65400 FUNDING DEFICIT 16 (H) J Goldie 4-9-10 G Bartley (3)
2 (5) 00020 NELSON'S BAY 9 (D) W Storey 5-9-10 I Brennan
3 (8) 6-064 OLD MAN CLEGG 18 (T,D) M W Easterby 4-9-8 B McHugh
4 (16) 06013 SEE CLEARLY 16 (P,D) T Easterby 5-9-7 D Nolan
5 (12) -0126 SUGAR TOWN 28 (D) P Niven 4-9-5 C Beasley (3)
6 (14) 40/0- BEAUTIFULWILDTHING 465 R Fahey 4-9-5 T Hamilton
7 (10) 20100 STREET BOSS 21 (B,D) Jedd O'Keeffe 3-9-4 R Kennemore
8 (11) 00454 JEBEL TARA 11 (T,P,D) Alan Brown 9-9-4 P Pickard
9 (13) 55500 SHEARIAN 14 (P) Miss T Waggott 4-9-3 R Ffrench
10 (2) 50632 IT'S ALL A GAME 7 (B,C,D) Richard Guest 3-9-3 D Silva (5)
11 (4) 21504 ROMANTIC BLISS 37 (V,D) K Burke 3-9-1

Rob J Fitzpatrick (5)
12 (1) 05-00 TIME FOR CRABBIES 7 (V) Mrs L Williamson 4-9-1

Kevin Stott (5)
13 (3) 05550 EDWARD ELGAR 12 (V) R Whitaker 3-8-12

G Chaloner (3)
14(15) 0-004 SERAPHIMA 18 (V) Mrs L Williamson 4-8-12 A Elliott
15 (9) 0-030 GENAX 29 J Wainwright 3-8-11 Joe Doyle (5)
16 (6) 40060 HABESHIA 17 (T,B) John Best 4-8-10 D Swift

4-1 Old Man Clegg, 6-1 It's All A Game, Jebel Tara, 8-1 Beautifulwildthing,
10-1 Funding Deficit, Sugar Town, 12-1 See Clearly, 14-1 others.

5.45 Handicap (Div II: £2,264: 7f) (16)
1 (5) 20305 NICEONEMYSON 9 (H) Christopher Wilson 5-9-10

Kevin Stott (5)
2 (7) 00310 SECRET CITY 21 (P,D) R Bastiman 8-9-9 A Beschizza
3 (10) -0000 DENNIS 15 (B,D) T Easterby 4-9-8 A Elliott
4 (13) 44015 BERTIE BLU BOY 15 (B,D) Mrs L Williamson 6-9-6R Ffrench
5 (2) 203-4 CROSSLEY 95 G Oldroyd 5-9-5 B McHugh
6 (14) 62020 MITCHUM 21 (V,C) R Barr 5-9-4 D Swift
7 (6) 66204 SECRET APPLAUSE 14 (C) M Dods 3-9-4 C Beasley (3)
8 (4) 44256 BLUE SONIC 25 J Goldie 4-9-3 D Nolan
9 (11) 00013 SKY CROSSING 14 T Tate 5-9-3 D C Costello
10 (8) 0-603 HAZZA THE JAZZA 39 (B) Richard Guest 4-9-1 D Silva (5)
11 (1) 400-0 LAST SUPPER 24 (P) J Bethell 5-9-1 T Hamilton
12(16) 06254 LEWAMY 17 John Best 4-8-12 Billy Cray (3)
13(12) 00005 CARD HIGH 24 (T) W Storey 4-8-12 I Brennan
14 (9) 46400 BOLD AND FREE 37 D Thompson 4-8-11 P Aspell
15 (3) -0020 ROCKY'S PRIDE 18 (D) R Whitaker 8-8-11 G Chaloner (3)
16(15) 5-000 NOBLE REACH 13 (H) L Mullaney 3-8-8 J Nason (5)

6-1 Bertie Blu Boy, 7-1 Blue Sonic, Sky Crossing, 8-1 Dennis, Hazza The Jazza,
Secret Applause, 10-1 Card High, Secret City, 12-1 others.

Course specialists

Chepstow: Trainer Sir M Prescott, 6 winners from
13 runners, 46.2%. Jockey Rosie Jessop, 5 winners
from 13 rides, 38.5%.

Haydock Park: Trainer R Varian, 25 from 83, 30.1%.
Jockey R Havlin, 8 from 39, 20.5%.

Kempton Park: Trainer S Bin Suroor, 57 from 220,
25.9%. JockeyW Buick, 72 from 364, 19.8%.

Musselburgh: Trainer W Haggas, 5 from 11, 45.5%.
Jockey Sam James, 3 from 14, 21.4%.

Newcastle: Trainer M Botti, 4 from 15, 26.7%.
Jockey G Bartley, 4 from 22, 18.2%.

Blinkered first time: Chepstow 3.10 Encore Encore, Mary
Le Bow. 3.45 Almax. 4.20 Tidentime. Haydock Park 2.00
Saarrem. 5.55 Lineman. Kempton Park 7.50 Red Tycoon,
PipeBomb.Musselburgh 5.40MamboRhythm.Newcastle
3.25MrGatsby. 5.10EdwardElgar,Habeshia. 5.45Dennis.

One that got away: Jim Crowley and New Providence, right, are about to catch
the Hughes-ridden Marsh Hawk in the feature contest at Salisbury yesterday

ALAN CROWHURST/GETTY IMAGES

Alan Lee Racing Correspondent

Bet of the day

Lockhart (6.10 Musselburgh)
Shaped well at Pontefract and can
bounce back from a flop at York

Cook’s tour concludes
The England captain is
hoping to salvage some
pride against India today

Cricket, page 52

Brook’s career on line
World champion fights
to secure his future after
being knifed on holiday

Boxing, page 53
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Sport

Haydock Park
Going: good to soft (good in places)
2.00 (1m) 1, Lord Ben Stack (D Tudhope, 6-1);
2, Dissolution (Evens fav); 3, Darrington
(14-1). 14 ran. 1Kl, 5l. K Burke.
2.30 (1m) 1, Berlusca (D Tudhope, 9-1); 2, No
Poppy (8-1); 3, Woody Bay (20-1). Starlight
Serenade (4th) 7-2 fav. 12 ran. 1Ol, nk.
D O’Meara.
3.00 (6f) 1, Use Your Filbert (S M Levey,
33-1); 2, Subversive (4-1); 3, Especial (50-1).
American Artist (4th) 10-11 fav. 10 ran.
Hd, Kl. R Cowell.
3.35 (6f) 1, Skate (James Doyle, 4-5 fav;
Thunderer’s nap); 2, Red Harry (10-1);
3, Yazan (7-2). 9 ran. Kl, sh hd. R Charlton.
4.05 (7f) 1, Baltic Knight (S M Levey, 11-4);
2, Dutch Rose (9-4 jt-fav); 3, Morache Music
(9-4 jt-fav). 5 ran. NR: Diescentric. 1Ol, ns.
R Hannon.
4.40 (1m 3f 200yd) 1, Latenightrequest (Jack
Garritty, 11-1); 2, Headline News (9-1); 3,
Highland Castle (20-1). Kikonga 5-1 fav.
14 ran. NR: Esteaming. Sh hd, 1Kl. R Fahey.

5.10 (1m 3f 200yd) 1, Gift Of Silence (Mr J P
Williams, 12-1); 2, The Ducking Stool (9-1);
3,Aryizad (5-1 jt-fav). FrostyBerry5-1 jt-fav.
13 ran. Kl, Ol. B Llewellyn.
Jackpot:not won (pool of £22,098.10 carried
forward to Haydock Park today).
Placepot: £305.30. Quadpot: £87.50.

Salisbury
Going: good
2.10 (1m) 1, TomHark (R Hughes, 4-6 fav); 2,
Equitanus (4-1); 3, Zephuros (3-1). NR:
Marshall Jennings. 2Nl, sh hd. R Hannon.
2.40 (7f) 1,Rosalie Bonheur (Ryan Tate, 8-1);
2, Lear’s Rock (14-1); 3, Kingsbridge (8-1).
Maftoon (5th) 4-1 fav. 13 ran. NR: As A
Dream. Kl, Ol. C Cox.
3.15 (7f) 1, JellyMonger (Jim Crowley, 66-1);
2, Banzari (16-1); 3, Wiener Valkyrie (8-1).
Dutch Party 4-1 fav. 10 ran. NR: Dark Swan,
Dominike. Ol, ns. D Ffrench Davis.
3.45 (7f) 1, Fadhayyil (P Hanagan, 11-8 fav);
2, Black Cherry (5-2); 3, Raspberry Ripple
(16-1). 12 ran. 1Nl, 1l. B Hills.

4.20 (6f) 1, New Providence (Jim Crowley,
4-1); 2, Marsh Hawk (11-8 fav); 3, Stroll
Patrol (9-1). 13 ran. NR: BronzeMaquette. Sh
hd, 1Nl. H Palmer.
4.50 (7f) 1,Felwah (PHanagan, 11-4); 2, Saucy
Minx (10-1); 3, Royal Seal (17-2). Remember
(4th) 9-4 fav. 8 ran. 2Kl, Ol. W Haggas.
5.20 (1m6f) 1,Rawaki (ThomasBrown, 15-8);
2,AussieReigns (6-1); 3,Renew(7-1).Maid In
Rio (4th) 6-5 fav. 4 ran. 2Ol, 2Ol. A Balding.
5.50 (1m) 1, Lady Sylvia (Alistair Rawlinson,
10-3); 2, Jersey Brown (16-1); 3, George
Baker (20-1). Living Leader (4th) 3-1 fav. 12
ran. 4Kl, Ol. J Tuite.
Placepot: £295.80. Quadpot: £47.30.

Sedgefield
Going: good (good to firm, watered)
2.20 (2m1f hdle) 1, Full Day (Danny Cook, 2-7
fav); 2, Al Musheer (9-2); 3, Aldreth (14-1).
5 ran. 9l, 11l. B Ellison.
2.50 (2m 4f hdle) 1, Man Of Plenty (Killian
Moore, 10-1); 2, My Direction (1-4 fav); 3,
Blurred Lines (4-1). 5 ran. 1l, 8l. Mrs S Leech.

3.25 (2m 110yd ch) 1, Ever So Much (A P
McCoy, 8-11 fav); 2, Travis County (10-1);
3, El Toreros (7-1). 4 ran. NR: Lord Brendy.
1Ol, 7l. B Haslam.
3.55 (2m 6f ch) 1, Oh Right (Henry Brooke,
9-4); 2, Harrys Whim (6-4 fav); 3, Cara Court
(7-4). NR: Quinsman. 9l, 51l. Mrs D Sayer.
4.30 (2m 1f hdle) 1, Tamarillo Grove (Killian
Moore, 5-1); 2, Oliver's Gold (6-1); 3, Next
Hight (6-1). 8 ran. 1l, hd. Mrs S Leech.
5.00 (3m 3f ch) 1, Hinton Indiana (Harry
Skelton, 4-5 fav); 2, Local Present (5-1);
3, Inandover (13-2). 4 ran. NR: Urban Gale.
23l, 4Kl. D Skelton.
5.30 (3m3f hdle) 1,ChampionVersions (Aidan
Coleman, 3-1 fav); 2, Solway Dornal (4-1); 3,
Moon Melody (8-1). 8 ran. 1Ol, 7l. Mrs L Hill.
Placepot: £31.40. Quadpot: £19.10.

Wolverhampton
Going: standard
5.40 (7f 32yd) 1, FidelmaMoon (JoeyHaynes,
7-1); 2, Lady Moscou (5-2); 3, Marsh Pride
(Evens fav). 5 ran. Kl, 1l. K R Burke.

6.10 (7f 32yd) 1, Just Marion (R Ffrench,
13-2); 2, Jet Mate (7-2); 3, Sky Steps (8-1).
Frosty Times (6th) 5-4 fav. 7 ran. NR: Ciaras
Cookie, Emma Bovary. 1l, nk. P D Evans.
6.40 (7f 32yd) 1, Ramshackle (James Doyle,
8-13 fav); 2, Nathr (5-2); 3,Mr Frankie (25-1).
10 ran. NR: Elhaam. 1Kl, 2Kl. Sir Michael
Stoute.
7.10 (7f 32yd) 1,ForShiaAndLula (E JWalsh,
15-2); 2, Malaysian Boleh (6-1); 3, Wotalad
(15-2). Schottische (5th) 9-2 fav. 11 ran. Ol,
hd. D M Loughnane.
7.40 (1m 4f 50yd) 1, Charlotte’s Day (Luke
Morris, 8-1); 2, Master Dan (12-1); 3, Heska
(12-1). Authorized Too (4th) 1-2 fav. 5 ran.
NR: Norse Star. 4l, ns. Sir Mark Prescott.
8.10 (1m1f103yd)1,HiddenAsset (AMullen,
7-1); 2, Lynngale (10-1); 3, Yorksters Prince
(20-1). Ela Goog La Mou 5-2 jt-fav. Stanlow
(5th) 5-2 jt-fav. 12 ran. NR: Severn Crossing.
1Kl, 2N. M Appleby.
8.40 (5f 216yd) 1, Chapellerie (L P Keniry, 2-1
fav); 2, Mey Blossom (9-1); 3, Red Cape
(11-1). 10 ran. NR: Night Trade. Ol, Kl. B G
Powell.
Placepot: £481.90. Quadpot: £77.50.

Yesterday’s racing results

Chepstow
Rob Wright
2.10 Jen Jos Enigma 4.20 Seal Rock
2.40 Pour La Victoire 4.55 Rise To Glory
3.10 Inkerman 5.25 Cinnilla
3.45 Euroquip Boy
Going: good to soft
Draw: no advantage At The Races

2.10 Maiden Auction Stakes
(2-Y-O: £1,940: 1m 14y) (10)

1 (2) BOLD APPEAL R Beckett 9-4 J Rogers (5)
2 (4) 003 EMPERORS WARRIOR 17 R Hannon 9-1 P Dobbs
3 (8) 0 DEEPER MAGIC 28 J Moore 8-13 J Gordon (7)
4 (3) 0 MAGICAL THOMAS 22 M Tregoning 8-13 L Steward (5)
5 (10) MYSTERIOUS STAR M Meade 8-13 D Sweeney
6 (1) STORM ROCK H Dunlop 8-13 S Hitchcott
7 (5) CELESTIAL MAGIC J Portman 8-11 W Twiston-Davies
8 (7) 3 JEN JOS ENIGMA 38 N Quinlan 8-8 O Murphy
9 (6) 00 HARPS OF BRETAGNE 29 Mrs L Williamson 8-6 T Clark (5)
10 (9) 06 THEYDON BOIS 22 P Charalambous 8-6 H Bentley

11-4 Jen Jos Enigma, 100-30 Theydon Bois, 11-2 Mysterious Star, 13-2 Bold
Appeal, Emperors Warrior, Magical Thomas, 16-1 Storm Rock, 20-1 others.

2.40 Handicap (£1,940: 1m 14y) (14)
1 (1) -6042 CELESTIAL BAY 21 S Kirk 5-9-10 P Dobbs
2 (11) -6600 STRONG CONVICTION 38J (V,D) S Hodgson 4-9-10 S Hitchcott
3 (13) 22420 HOT MUSTARD 21 (D) Michael Bell 4-9-9 L Steward (5)
4 (3) -5650 GUILDED SPIRIT 23 (P) W S Kittow 4-9-8 L Keniry
5 (10) 34351 FAIR COMMENT 8 M Blanshard 4-9-8 D Probert
6 (7) 00056 HILL FORT 33 (P) R Harris 4-9-7 W Twiston-Davies
7 (12) 13364 TENBRIDGE 11 (V,CD,BF) D Haydn Jones 5-9-7 T Clark (5)
8 (14) 32411 GREYEMKAY 14 (D) R Price 6-9-6 E J Walsh (5)
9 (2) -1353 BELLE PARK 22 (CD) V Dartnall 7-9-6 K Shoemark (7)
10 (8) 32312 POUR LA VICTOIRE 128 (D,BF) A Carroll 4-9-5 A Kirby
11 (9) 12506 BOTANIST 17 (D) Shaun Harris 7-9-3 O Murphy
12 (5) 00/45 MINI'S DESTINATION 71 (D) J Holt 6-9-1 S Donohoe
13 (4) 04-00 DARK REALITY 32 R Beckett 3-8-12 H Bentley
14 (6) 00520 ACTON GOLD 18 (P) B Baugh 5-8-10 R Powell (3)

6-1 Botanist, 13-2 Pour La Victoire, 7-1 Dark Reality, Fair Comment,
15-2 Tenbridge, 8-1 Belle Park, Greyemkay, Hot Mustard, 9-1 others.

3.10 Apprentice Selling Stakes
(£1,940: 1m 14y) (12)

1 (6) 00525 ADMIRABLE ART 83 (P) A Carroll 4-9-4W Twiston-Davies
2 (4) 66252 INKERMAN 26 (T,P,BF) J Osborne 4-9-4 D Brock
3 (1) 0-003 ACTONETAKETWO 11 R Hodges 4-8-13 P Prince (3)
4 (8) 0 ALZARICA 18 M Saunders 3-8-13 R While (5)
5 (10) -0606 PACIFIC TRIP 31 (T,V) A Balding 3-8-13 O Murphy
6 (3) -0406 ENCORE ENCORE 25 (B) H Dunlop 3-8-8 L Avery (7)
7 (2) 000- LIDDLE DWIGGS 296 B De Haan 3-8-8 L Steward (3)
8 (7) 05024 MARY LE BOW 23 (V) K George 3-8-8 K Shoemark (5)
9 (5) 0 OUT OF ORBIT 41 M Gillard 3-8-8 T Clark (3)
10(11) 55-50 PINK MIRAGE 116 J Portman 3-8-8 J Budge (7)
11(12) 40-05 SAKURAMACHI 11 Mrs N Evans 3-8-8 M Kenneally (7)
12 (9) 00460 UP HILL BATTLE'S 16 (P) D Loughnane 3-8-8 E J Walsh (3)

5-2 Inkerman, 4-1 Pink Mirage, 9-2 Encore Encore, 11-2 Mary Le Bow,
7-1 Admirable Art, 12-1 Pacific Trip, 14-1 Alzarica, 25-1 others.

3.45 Handicap (£1,940: 7f 16y) (13)
1 (5) 16510 BELLE BAYARDO 34 (C,D) A Carroll 6-9-8 W A Carson
2 (8) 44000 DIMITAR 58 (D,BF) J Farrelly 5-9-8 L Keniry
3 (3) 0-004 EMPEROR JULIUS 41 (D) Miss J Crowley 4-9-7 D Sweeney
4 (13) 00152 EUROQUIP BOY 11 (C) M Scudamore 7-9-6 N Garbutt (5)
5 (1) 52201 MISTER MAYDAY 25 (B) G Baker 3-9-6 A Kirby
6 (12) 654 AVON SCENT 24 C Mason 4-8-10 K Shoemark (7)
7 (11) -5556 MONTY FAY 20 (T) D Haydn Jones 5-8-10

Rosie Jessop (3)
8 (9) 00-00 BASLE 65 (T,P,D) R Brotherton 7-8-10 O Murphy
9 (2) 00600 ECHOLOGIC 11 B Baugh 4-8-10 R Powell (3)
10(10) 0-004 ALMAX 31 (V) Michael Bell 3-8-9 L Steward (5)
11 (7) 34400 TRIGGER PARK 17 R Harris 3-8-8 D Probert
12 (4) -4303 JESSY MAE 24 D Haydn Jones 3-8-8 T Clark (5)
13 (6) 00004 REFLECTION 23 B Baugh 3-8-6 S Hitchcott

100-30 Mister Mayday, 4-1 Euroquip Boy, 5-1 Almax, 11-2 Belle Bayardo, 9-1
Emperor Julius, 10-1 Avon Scent, Trigger Park, 16-1 Dimitar, 20-1 others.

4.20 Handicap (£4,690: 6f 16y) (11)
1 (5) 11500 DAYLIGHT 14 (E,T,D) A Balding 4-9-7 O Murphy
2 (9) 40402 GRAMERCY 11 (P,D,BF) D Simcock 7-9-6 L Steward (5)
3 (10) 00604 CORPORAL MADDOX 11 (H,P,D) R Harris 7-9-6 D Probert
4 (11) 65641 DOMINATE 11 (B,CD) R Hannon 4-9-6 P Dobbs
5 (3) -2266 TIDENTIME 43 (V,D,BF) M Channon 5-9-5W Twiston-Davies
6 (8) 05600 AMADEUS WOLFE TONE 14 (P,C,D) J Osborne 5-9-5 A Kirby
7 (4) 00440 PANDAR 20 J M Bradley 5-9-4 S Donohoe
8 (6) -1001 PERFECT ALCHEMY 26 (D) R Beckett 3-9-2 H Bentley
9 (7) 61663 SARANGOO 26 (C,D) M Saunders 6-8-13 D Sweeney
10 (2) 2-650 THREETIMESALADY 50 (P,CD) Sir M Prescott 3-8-12

Rosie Jessop (3)
11 (1) 06621 SEAL ROCK 24 (B,D) J J Quinn 6-8-9 L Keniry

4-1 Dominate, 5-1 Gramercy, Perfect Alchemy, Seal Rock, 10-1 Daylight,
Threetimesalady, 12-1 Corporal Maddox, Sarangoo, 14-1 others.

4.55 Handicap (£1,940: 5f 16y) (8)
1 (5) 00011 RISE TO GLORY 3 (T,P,D) Shaun Harris 6-10-1

L Steward (5)
2 (3) 00634 MINTY JONES 26 (V,C) M Mullineaux 5-9-6 L Stones (7)
3 (6) 60466 SILKEN POPPY 23 P Chamings 3-9-6 L Keniry
4 (4) 24235 GO CHARLIE 6 (H) R Harris 3-9-5 A Kirby
5 (1) 60430 LUCKY CLOVER 31 M Saunders 3-9-0 D Sweeney
6 (8) 40545 SPIC 'N SPAN 6 (B,CD) R Harris 9-8-13 W Twiston-Davies
7 (7) 00254 PROPER CHARLIE 28 (B) L Carter 6-8-13 S Donohoe
8 (2) 60-02 POSH BOUNTY 30 J Tuite 3-8-12 O Murphy

2-1 Rise To Glory, 9-2 Minty Jones, 5-1 Go Charlie, Posh Bounty, 10-1 Lucky
Clover, Proper Charlie, 12-1 Spic 'n Span, 14-1 Silken Poppy.

5.25 Handicap (£2,587: 1m 4f 23y) (10)
1 (10) 10-20 LAURA SECORD 112 Mrs H Main 4-9-12 N Garbutt (5)
2 (4) 14d60 PANDORICA 32 (P,C) B Llewellyn 6-9-9 Thomas Brown (3)
3 (3) 01000 APRIL CIEL 3 (P,C,D) R Harris 5-9-8 O Murphy
4 (2) 35531 CINNILLA 7 R Beckett 3-9-6 P Dobbs
5 (1) 500 MAY HAY 18 A Carson 4-9-3 W A Carson
6 (9) 05053 DO WAH DIDDY DIDDY 13 Clive Cox 3-9-3 A Kirby
7 (5) 00611 SHADES OF SILVER 17 M Scudamore 4-9-2

W Twiston-Davies
8 (7) 23104 LOVING YOUR WORK 43 (D) G Baker 3-9-1 L Keniry
9 (6) 23323 INTERCONNECTION 17 (B,BF) E Vaughan 3-9-0 D Sweeney
10 (8) 4-221 REAL JAZZ 6 Sir M Prescott 3-8-8 Rosie Jessop (3)

5-2Cinnilla, 3-1Real Jazz, 5-1DoWahDiddyDiddy, 13-2ShadesOfSilver, 12-1
April Ciel, Pandorica, 14-1 Interconnection, Loving Your Work, 20-1 others.

Musselburgh
Rob Wright
4.30 Third Time Lucky 6.40 First Experience
5.05 Perfect Blossom 7.10 Titus Bolt
5.40Westerly 7.40 Irish Girls Spirit
6.10 Lockhart (nap)
Going: good to firm
Draw: no advantage Racing UK

4.30 Median Auction Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,587: 7f 30y) (6)

1 (3) 5 DISUSHE STAR 46 K Dalgleish 9-5 T Eaves
2 (2) 4 ENVILLE 11 W Haggas 9-5 G Lee
3 (1) 045 GEA AND TEA 35 R Eddery 9-5 C Catlin
4 (6) 46 SWIFT APPROVAL 27 (BF) K A Ryan 9-5 P Mulrennan
5 (5) 352 THIRD TIME LUCKY 18 R Fahey 9-5 J Garritty (5)
6 (4) 353 WATER THIEF 12 M Johnston 9-5 J Fanning

5-2SwiftApproval, 3-1 Enville, Third TimeLucky, 7-2Water Thief, 8-1GeaAnd
Tea, 50-1 Disushe Star.

5.05 Handicap
(£3,234: 5f) (9)

1 (3) 20140 MIDNIGHT DYNAMO 6 (CD) J Goldie 7-9-7 G Lee
2 (7) 13215 ROYAL BRAVE 34 (D) W Muir 3-9-5 Martin Dwyer
3 (4) 23221 FLASH CITY 36 (D) Mrs R Carr 6-9-4 P McDonald
4 (9) 55046 PERFECT BLOSSOM 9 (CD) A Berry 7-9-4 J Garritty (5)
5 (8) 33200 NOBLE ASSET 6 (CD) J J Quinn 3-9-4 P Makin
6 (1) -0165 LEXINGTON ROSE 29 (CD) B Smart 3-9-3 P Mulrennan
7 (6) 50142 SCORELINE 21 (P,CD) D O'Meara 3-9-2 Sam James (3)
8 (5) -0060 GOTTCHER 15 (B,CD) I Semple 6-8-13 T Eaves
9 (2) 41406 STORYLINE 47 (D) T Easterby 3-8-9 D Fentiman

7-2 Midnight Dynamo, Royal Brave, 4-1 Flash City, Scoreline, 10-1 Noble
Asset, 12-1 Lexington Rose, Perfect Blossom, 16-1 Storyline, 20-1 Gottcher.

5.40 Handicap (3-Y-O: £5,175: 1m 4f 100y) (7)
1 (4) 61004 WESTERLY 16 (P,D) W Haggas 9-7 P Mulrennan
2 (5) 12534 AVOCADEAU 23 (P) W Muir 9-6 Martin Dwyer
3 (6) 06062 SILVER DUKE 20 J Goldie 9-5 G Lee
4 (1) 22125 MISTER UNO 20 (P) Mrs A Duffield 9-5 P McDonald
5 (2) 55526 MAMBO RHYTHM 17 (V,BF) M Johnston 9-5 J Fanning
6 (7) 26605 LES GAR GAN 12 K Dalgleish 9-4 T Eaves
7 (3) 04400 OLYMNIA 31 R Eddery 8-13 Megan Carberry (7)

6-4 Westerly, 4-1 Silver Duke, 11-2 Avocadeau, 6-1 Mister Uno, 7-1 Mambo
Rhythm, 10-1 Les Gar Gan, 20-1 Olymnia.

6.10 Handicap (£6,469: 1m) (7)
1 (4) 50251 GREEN HOWARD 7 R Bastiman 6-10-1 G Lee
2 (1) 65320 RALPHY BOY 14 (CD) A Whillans 5-9-7 P McDonald
3 (6) 4-421 CHINESE JADE 9 (P,D) Sir M Prescott 3-9-7 C Catlin
4 (3) 51520 LOCKHART 14 (D) M Johnston 3-9-5 J Fanning
5 (7) 22134 ELLAAL 18 (CD) Mrs R Carr 5-9-3 P Mulrennan
6 (2) 66002 ARGAKI 9 (CD) K Dalgleish 4-9-3 P Makin
7 (5) 41401 PORTHOS DU VALLON 46 (P,D) K Dalgleish 3-8-9 T Eaves

11-4 Green Howard, 7-2 Argaki, 4-1 Chinese Jade, Porthos Du Vallon,
9-1 Lockhart, 10-1 Ralphy Boy, 12-1 Ellaal.

6.40 Handicap (Fillies’: £10,997: 7f 30y) (8)
1 (4) 60021 LITTLE SHAMBLES 9 (D) M Johnston 3-9-8 P Mulrennan
2 (6) 36340 AZAGAL 15 (D) T Easterby 3-9-6 D Fentiman
3 (1) 10100 LADY FRANCES 15 (D) M Johnston 3-9-4 J Fanning
4 (2) 0-222 MEETING WATERS 30 (D) W Haggas 3-9-3 G Lee
5 (7) 22335 LADY HORATIA 20 (BF) W Muir 3-9-0 Martin Dwyer
6 (5) 51200 SANDRA'S DIAMOND 18 (D) K Dalgleish 3-8-10 T Eaves
7 (8) 56122 FIRST EXPERIENCE 21 (D,BF) Rae Guest 3-8-6 C Catlin
8 (3) 54331 IXELLES DIAMOND 10 (D) R Fahey 3-8-6 J Garritty (5)

7-2 Ixelles Diamond, Little Shambles, 9-2 Meeting Waters, 6-1 First
Experience, Lady Frances, Lady Horatia, 9-1 Azagal, 33-1 Sandra's Diamond.

7.10 Handicap (£5,175: 1m 4f 100y) (8)
1 (6) 31414 GIOVANNI JACK 9 (C) G A Swinbank 4-9-7 B A Curtis
2 (5) 2-046 PRESSURE POINT 16 K Dalgleish 4-9-4 P Makin
3 (4) 06165 GOLD CHAIN 13J Mrs D Sayer 4-9-1 E Sayer (5)
4 (2) 0-016 TITUS BOLT 16 (CD) J Goldie 5-8-11 G Lee
5 (8) 61423 TESTA ROSSA 14 (P) J Goldie 4-8-11 J Fanning
6 (3) 22502 DHAULAR DHAR 9 (C) J Goldie 12-8-9 J Garritty (5)
7 (1) 53323 GRAND DIAMOND 16 (CD) J Goldie 10-8-4 Rachael Grant (7)
8 (7) 14654 EILEAN MOR 16 (CD) R Mike Smith 6-8-2 D Fentiman

2-1 Giovanni Jack, 4-1 Testa Rossa, 9-2 Titus Bolt, 5-1 Dhaular Dhar, 7-1 Gold
Chain, 14-1 Eilean Mor, 16-1 Pressure Point, 20-1 Grand Diamond.

7.40 Handicap (£2,587: 5f) (14)
1 (9) 12010 CHOC'A'MOCA 9 (V,C,D) P Midgley 7-9-7 D Fentiman
2 (3) 05531 NEW LEASE OF LIFE 8 (P,D) J Goldie 5-9-4G Bartley (3)
3 (8) 00553 THE NIFTY FOX 16 (P,CD) T Easterby 10-9-3 P Makin
4 (12) 33351 SAXONETTE 16 (CD) Miss L Perratt 6-9-2Sam James (3)
5 (11) -0422 IRISH GIRLS SPIRIT 9 (CD,BF) P Midgley 5-9-2 G Lee
6 (13) 0004- PITT RIVERS 330 Miss L Perratt 5-9-1 Megan Carberry (7)
7 (6) 22023 TADALAVIL 8 (CD) Miss L Perratt 9-9-1 Sammy Jo Bell (5)
8 (1) 6-000 LIZZY'S DREAM 52 (CD) R Bastiman 6-9-0 P Mulrennan
9 (7) 36-00 BEFORTYFOUR 17 (P,D) M Kelly (Ire) 9-8-11 Martin Dwyer
10 (4) -0066 KALANI'S DIAMOND 35 D O'Meara 4-8-11 Josh Doyle (7)
11 (5) 60203 DREAM SIKA 12 Mrs R Carr 3-8-10 P McDonald
12(10) 60050 HERE NOW AND WHY 16 (P,CD) I Semple 7-8-9 T Eaves
13(14) 00233 PAVERS STAR 9 (P,CD) N Wilson 5-8-9 J Fanning
14 (2) 66260 BERBICE 8 (B) Miss L Perratt 9-8-7 J Garritty (5)

9-2 New Lease Of Life, 7-1 Irish Girls Spirit, Pavers Star, 8-1 Saxonette, The
Nifty Fox, 9-1 Dream Sika, 10-1 Choc'A'Moca, Tadalavil, 12-1 others.

Kempton Park
Rob Wright
5.50 Hannington 7.50 Shahralasal
6.20 Voice Control 8.20 Yodelling
6.50 Belgrade 8.50 Solidarity
7.20 Acolyte 9.20 Air Squadron
Going: standard
Draw: 6f-1m, low numbers best Racing UK

5.50 Apprentice Handicap
(£4,690: 1m) (10)

1 (3) 44243 NASSAU STORM 13 (C) W Knight 5-9-10 J Duern (3)
2 (4) 10-15 SUEHAIL 72 (CD) R Cowell 5-9-9 Doubtful
3 (10) 60540 SPIRITUAL STAR 22 (T) A Carson 5-9-9 R Tart
4 (6) 20300 TATTING 11 (D) C Dwyer 5-9-5 M M Monaghan (3)
5 (8) 26003 WHIPPER SNAPPER 26 (CD) W Knight 4-9-5

C Shepherd (7)
6 (1) 110-3 WANDSWORTH 83 (C,D) R Varian 4-9-4 Ross Atkinson
7 (9) 31105 BOUNTYBEAMADAM 18 (P,D) G Baker 4-9-3

C Meehan (5)
8 (2) 15063 VOYAGEOFDISCOVERY 16 (D) Clive Cox 3-9-1 Doubtful
9 (5) 01-21 STORMBOUND 72 (CD) P Cole 5-8-11 A Morgan
10 (7) 014 HANNINGTON 10 (D) A Balding 3-8-9 R Hornby (5)

3-1 Hannington, 7-2 Wandsworth, 9-2 Nassau Storm, 6-1 Stormbound,
7-1 Spiritual Star, 8-1 Whipper Snapper, 10-1 others.

6.20 Maiden Stakes
(Div I: 2-Y-O: £2,911: 1m) (10)

1 (8) ALFIE THE PUG P Phelan 9-5 Jemma Marshall (3)
2 (3) ALI BIN NAYEF C Hills 9-5 Dane O'Neill
3 (10) 033 CAHILL 11 (BF) A King 9-5 M Harley
4 (6) 0 DESTINY'S SHADOW 22 G Baker 9-5 Martin Lane
5 (4) ENVISIONING R Hannon 9-5 James Doyle
6 (1) 0 FORZA BLACKY 28 P McBride 9-5 D Brock (3)
7 (7) 0 INDOMITABLE SPIRIT 30 M Smith 9-5

N Hambling-Yates (7)
8 (2) 4 NONA BLU 100 H Dunlop 9-5 J Crowley
9 (9) 523 VENTRILOQUIST 29 (BF) C Appleby 9-5 W Buick
10 (5) 6 VOICE CONTROL 28 Sir M Stoute 9-5 S W Kelly

13-8 Ventriloquist, 4-1 Cahill, 5-1 Voice Control, 11-2 Envisioning, 8-1 Ali Bin
Nayef, 12-1 Nona Blu, 20-1 Forza Blacky, 33-1 Destiny's Shadow, 50-1 others.

6.50 Maiden Stakes
(Div II: 2-Y-O: £2,911: 1m) (9)

1 (9) 06 AVENUE DES CHAMPS 29 (P) Jane Chapple-Hyam 9-5
F Tylicki

2 (5) 0 BELGRADE 41 R Hannon 9-5 R Hughes
3 (2) 0 DIRECTIONAL 31 C Appleby 9-5 W Buick
4 (4) LONDONIA P Cole 9-5 Martin Lane
5 (7) LONDON MAYOR R Varian 9-5 A Atzeni
6 (6) MUSTARD Sir M Stoute 9-5 S W Kelly
7 (3) 0 THANKSGIVING DAY 17 J Osborne 9-5 J Crowley
8 (1) 0 THE TWISLER 49 C Hills 9-5 S Drowne
9 (8) 62 WHO'STHEDUDE 22 R Beckett 9-5 S De Sousa

7-4 Who'Sthedude, 5-1 The Twisler, 6-1 Belgrade, Mustard, 8-1 Directional,
London Mayor, 10-1 Londonia, 16-1 others.

7.20 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,911: 6f) (9)

1 (1) 3 ACOLYTE 21 R Charlton 9-5 W Buick
2 (2) AL L Cumani 9-5 L Souza
3 (7) 00 ANDRETTI 52 R Varian 9-5 A Atzeni
4 (4) CAPSIZE Sir M Stoute 9-5 James Doyle
5 (6) FROGNAL BEAR R Hannon 9-5 R Hughes
6 (9) 64 HAARIB 17 E Walker 9-5 Hayley Turner
7 (8) KILL OR CURE C Hills 9-5 J Crowley
8 (3) RATTLING JEWEL A Balding 9-5 D Probert
9 (5) 6 TANGRAMM 32 S Dow 9-5 S Sanders

2-1 Acolyte, 5-1 Capsize, Frognal Bear, 6-1 Al, 10-1 Andretti, Kill Or Cure,
Rattling Jewel, 14-1 Haarib, 20-1 Tangramm.

7.50 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £2,587: 6f) (12)

1 (8) 045 RED TYCOON 25 (B) E Dunlop 9-7 S W Kelly
2 (2) 240 SHAHRALASAL 49 (P) R Varian 9-7 Dane O'Neill
3 (3) 3616 ROCKING THE BOAT 20 C Hills 9-6 J Crowley
4 (5) 410 SPRING LOADED 13 (CD) P D'Arcy 9-5 M Harley
5 (6) 1 LUNA MOON 22 (D) J Noseda 9-5 Doubtful
6 (7) 650 PIPE BOMB 13 (B) K A Ryan 9-4 A Atzeni
7 (9) 14202 MADAMOISELLE BOND 21 (H) W Jarvis 9-4 C Hardie (5)
8 (12) 320 STATE OF THE UNION 13 R Hannon 9-4 R Hughes
9 (10) 22163 BROWN VELVET 30 (V,D) H Palmer 9-3 James Doyle
10 (4) 01061 GOLD WALTZ 30 (D) R Beckett 9-1 S De Sousa
11(11) 43520 BRITISH EMBASSY 50 Eve Johnson Houghton 9-0 J Fahy
12 (1) 20333 AR COLLEEN AINE 11 M Channon 8-13 S Hitchcott

5-1 Red Tycoon, 6-1 Madamoiselle Bond, 7-1 Gold Waltz, Rocking The Boat,
Shahralasal, 8-1 Spring Loaded, State Of The Union, 10-1 others.

8.20 Fillies' Conditions Stakes
(2-Y-O: £9,337: 7f) (4)

1 (2) 31 LIGHT FANTASTIC 9 (CD) E Dunlop 9-2 James Doyle
2 (1) 2 JERSEY JEWEL 11 R Hannon 8-12 R Hughes
3 (3) LADY SPANGLES J Moore 8-12 S Donohoe
4 (4) YODELLING C Appleby 8-12 W Buick

5-4 Light Fantastic, 5-2 Jersey Jewel, Yodelling, 12-1 Lady Spangles.

8.50 Handicap
(£7,158: 1m 3f) (9)

1 (4) 03520 PROUD CHIEFTAIN 14 (P,C) C Lines 6-9-12 Dane O'Neill
2 (9) 20016 GONE DUTCH 20 (CD) J Fanshawe 4-9-9 F Tylicki
3 (3) 6-223 JAZZ MASTER 86 (CD) L Cumani 4-9-8 A Atzeni
4 (8) -3530 DOUBLE DISCOUNT 13 T Dascombe 4-9-6 J Crowley
5 (6) 04-04 OPERA BOX 123 M Tregoning 6-9-5 James Doyle
6 (2) 12421 SOLIDARITY 53 C Appleby 3-9-3 W Buick
7 (1) 13530 GOD'S SPEED 77 Rae Guest 3-9-3 S De Sousa
8 (5) 416 FAMOUS KID 98 S Bin Suroor 3-9-1 R Hughes
9 (7) 23322 HEDGE END 29 (C) R Hannon 3-8-7 C Hardie (5)

7-2 Gone Dutch, 4-1 Jazz Master, 6-1 Famous Kid, Hedge End, Solidarity, 8-1
Double Discount, 10-1 Proud Chieftain, 12-1 God's Speed, 16-1 Opera Box.

9.20 Handicap (£2,587: 2m) (6)
1 (2) 50021 SABORIDO 8 (B,CD) Mrs A Perrett 8-9-13

K Shoemark (7)
2 (5) 11110 KINGSCOMBE 129 Mrs L Jewell 5-9-7 R Havlin
3 (1) 10200 JAVA ROSE 29 (P,C) C Longsdon 5-9-5 J Crowley
4 (6) 64653 CARRAIG ROCK 20 H Morrison 4-9-0 R Hughes
5 (4) 0-413 AIR SQUADRON 19 (BF) R Beckett 4-8-12 S De Sousa
6 (3) 60-00 SUPERCILIARY 114 (CD) C Gordon 5-8-2 Hayley Turner

9-4 Air Squadron, 11-4 Saborido, 4-1 Carraig Rock, 5-1 Java Rose,
10-1 Kingscombe, Superciliary.

Rob Wright’s midday update
thetimes.co.uk/sportsbook

Hamilton wins duel with sparring partner

As a war of words, it was no contest
between Lewis Hamilton and Nico
Rosberg. The tiny Monza press
conference room was packed to the
rafters yesterday as we waited to hear
what the combatants in the most
rancorous duel of recent times had to
say about the incident that could come
to dominate the story of this season.
It was more powder-puff than

gunpowder, though, as the pair steered
a clearpath, under strict instructionsby
the Mercedes management not to
reignite any simmering tensions.
Between them was Fernando

Alonso, theFerrarimanwith little hope
of winning the Italian Grand Prix this
weekend, but rather relishing this strife

in the opposition camp. Hamilton was
so engagedby the ranks of cameras and
notebooks that he commandeered a
mobile phone from his PR man to take
a picture of the media watching him.
He appeared to be a driver at ease

with himself and his world, even
though he came out on the wrong end
of that collision with Rosberg at the
Belgian Grand Prix a fortnight ago.
Hamiltonmay have lost that particular
battle, but you had the feeling that he
emerged from thewreckage having got
one over on his team-mate.
Rosberg has been wearing sackcloth

and ashes since he clipped the rear of
Hamilton’s twin Mercedes on only the
second lap at Spa. The incident ended
his team-mate’s race, and the German
went on to finish second and widen the
gapbetween themin theworldchampi-
onship to 29 points. Rosberg took the

blame, had to issue an abject apology
and took the punishment of a six-figure
fine. Some sort of disciplinary action
againstHamiltonwasdiscussed, appar-
ently for blabbing the secrets of the
discussions post-race, but it was felt to
be not enough of a crime had been
committed. When asked, Hamilton
appeared unsure as to whether he had
been disciplined or not. “I don’t know
really,” he said. Odd that.
That left Rosberg

out on his own as the
offender-in-chief. The
German looked haunt-
ed as he fielded question
after question, from
how he felt about
ruining his team-
mate’s champi-
onship to real-
ising that he

haddivided theMercedes teamwithhis
careless action, and whether he felt the
responsibility of the history of Formula
One weighing on his shoulders.
The consummate professional

answered straight from the public
relations manual, but you could see his
discomfort. Rosberg explained why he
apologised, when he apologised and
how badly he felt. How much more

could the poor man
give? He at least
gave the history
question a go.

“I reallywant
to contribute
to my
sport,” Ros-
berg said.
“I want it
to be
the most

entertaining sport in the world and, if I
am able to contribute to that, I am very
happy. In Spa, I was not proud of the
way it went.”
So could Hamilton now trust his

miscreant of a colleague as we
approach the sharp end of the season,
starting inMonza? “Trust is a bigword,”
Hamilton said, “and it’s not really
something I would apply to racing on
the track. Nico and I have been racing
for a long time and we set a good
foundation a long, long time ago. That
is what we’re working on.”
After 30 minutes of intense grilling

that raked over old ground and
revealed little more than was already
known, off they went. The real stuff
does not start until tomorrow — and
that is when fans and observers will
knowwhetheractionswill speak louder
than their words yesterday.

Formula One
Kevin Eason
Motor Racing Correspondent, Monza
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Trott guides Warwickshire to final

Royal London Cup, semi-final
Neville Scott

Edgbaston (Kent won toss): Warwickshire beat
Kent Spitfires by six wickets

Warwickshire v Kent

The intense professional rigour that
has servedWarwickshire sowell inall
three competitions this yearwas typi-
fied by a second-wicket stand of 110
between Jonathan Trott, with an
impeccable 58 of precise touch and
exact placement, and Varun Chopra,
the perfect anchor with 50.
It was Trott’s fifth score above fifty,

including two hundreds, in eight

innings of this new competition and,
although both men fell within nine
balls, only84runswereneededat4.16
per over to see the club to their
second final of the summer. This
cameataneventualgallop for the loss
of one more wicket as Tim Ambrose
reached an unbeaten 51.
In sharp contrast, Kent’s glory days

in one-day knockout cricket were
long ago. Their last success in aLord’s
final came in 1978 when they secured
a seventh limited-overs title in the six
seasons before the Iron Lady came to
power. It would be wrong to say they
have been tin men since, but this was
a match they badly needed to win.

They failed to come to terms,
however, with a sluggish pitch, used
for the one-day international two
days before, with five men falling to
catches from miscued hits across the
line. Fabian Cowdrey, whose father,
Chris, played in that Lord’s match,
was the highest scorer in the top
seven, making 34.
But none found fluent answers to

the discipline of Boyd Rankin and
Jeetan Patel. It proved amistake both
to go in first and also to bat Sam
Billings at No8. Soon faced with a
score of 161 for eight in the 41st over,
hemadeanunbeaten40but, of these,
23 came from his last nine balls.

Cook hopes to
ease pain of a
tough summer
John Westerby

One way or another, what must feel
like the longest summer of Alastair
Cook’s career will draw to a merciful
close at Headingley this evening.
Whether England conclude the

Royal London one-day series with a
consolation victory over India,
adding a figleaf of respectability to
the series scoreline, or the slide to a
4-0 defeat is completed, the England
captain might find himself breathing
a sigh of relief as he packs his kit away
for the final time this season.
Resiliencehas become thedefining

quality of Cook’s leadership,
characterised by England’s recovery
to win the Test series 3-1, but the
scrutiny on his captaincy and his
batting this summer has been
relentless. England will have one

more engagement against India,
the Twenty20 international at
Edgbaston on Sunday, but Cook will
not play international cricket again
until at least November 26, the first
game of a seven-match one-day
series in Sri Lanka.
Peter Moores, the head coach,

could be seen in protracted
conversationwithPaulDownton, the
managing director of England
cricket, near the dressing rooms at
Headingley yesterday. There is much
tobediscussedat theendof a series in
which England have been outplayed,
their approach made to look
anachronistic, ominously close to the
World Cup that begins in Australia
and New Zealand in February.
Not the least of the discussion

topics for Moores and Downton is
whether Cook should lead England’s

one-day side to Sri Lanka, the doubts
about his suitability as a one-day
opener having resurfaced.Hehas not
been alone in struggling during the
present series, as England’s totals of
161, 227, 206 attest, but Cook’s role as
the traditional opening batsman has
become the focal point of a batting
line-up lacking the firepower
exhibited by their opponents.
The captain himself, of course, has

remained adamant that he wants to
lead England in the World Cup and
will hope to contribute fully to a

Football
International matches
France (0) 1 Spain (0) 0
Rémy 73 80,000
Italy (2) 2 Netherlands(0) 0
Immobile 3
De Rossi 10 (pen)

45,000

Sent off: B Martins Indi (Holland) 9
Other results:Belarus6Tajikistan1;Bel-
gium 2 Australia 0; Croatia 2 Cyprus 0;
Slovakia 1 Malta 0; Sweden 2 Estonia 0.
European Under-21 Championship quali-
fying: Group three: Slovakia 1 Scotland 1
(in Senec).

Cricket
Royal London Cup: Semi-final
Warwickshire v Kent Spitfires
Edgbaston (Kent won toss): Warwick-
shire beat Kent Spitfires by six wickets
Kent Spitfires (balls)
S A Northeast c and b Rankin 31 (45)
*R W T Key c Patel b Rankin 23 (36)
B W Harmison c Evans b Patel 21 (38)
B P Nash run out 21 (26)
F K Cowdrey c Porterfield
b Hannon-Dalby 34 (41)

D I Stevens c Evans b Patel 3 (9)
A J Blake c Evans b Hannon-Dalby21 (34)
†S W Billings not out 40 (40)
M E Claydon c Ambrose b Rankin1 (3)
D A Griffiths not out 12 (29)

Extras (lb 3, w 3, nb 2) 8
Total (8 wkts, 50 overs) 215
A E N Riley did not bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-43, 2-62, 3-84, 4-111,
5-115, 6-152, 7-158, 8-161.
Bowling: Clarke 9-0-33-0; Hannon-Dalby
10-0-51-2;Rankin10-1-34-3;Gordon9-0-
43-0; Patel 10-0-38-2; Javid 2-0-13-0.
Warwickshire (balls)
*V Chopra lbw b Riley 50 (91)
W T S Porterfield c Northeast

b Claydon 10 (15)
I J L Trott c Nash b Griffiths 58 (68)
†T R Ambrose not out 51 (59)
L J Evans b Griffiths 24 (38)
R Clarke not out 8 (11)
Extras (b 4, lb 4, w 4, nb 6) 18
Total (4 wkts, 46.3 overs) 219
A Javid, J S Patel, R O Gordon, O J Han-
non-Dalby and W B Rankin did not bat.
Fall ofwickets:1-18,2-128,3-132,4-199.
Bowling:Claydon9.3-0-41-1;Stevens8-3-
28-0; Griffiths 8-0-29-2; Riley 10-0-53-1;
Harmison 5-0-26-0; Cowdrey 6-0-34-0.
Umpires: S J O’Shaughnessy and R T
Robinson.
Triangular tournament
Harare: South Africa 271-6 (F du Plessis
121, J P Duminy 51); Zimbabwe 208 (B R
MTaylor79).SouthAfricawonby63runs.

Golf
Omega European Masters
Crans-sur-Sierre, Switzerland: Leading
first-round scores (Great Britain and

Ireland unless stated): 62: R Ramsay, E
Molinari (It). 64:GMaybin, T Fleetwood,
GStorm.65:BKoepka (US),VDubuisson
(Fr), J Donaldson, D Lynn, R Jacquelin
(Fr), M Hoey, S Benson.

Rugby league
First Utility Super League: St Helens 12
Warrington Wolves 39.

Tennis
US Open
Flushing Meadows, New York: Men: Sin-
gles: Quarter-finals: K Nishikori (Japan)

Football
European Under-21 Championship quali-
fying (5.0):Groupone:FinlandvWales(in
Turku); Lithuania v England (in Kaunas).
Group six: Germany v Ireland (in Halle).
Under-20 international: England v
Romania (7.30, at New Bucks Head
Stadium, AFC Telford United).
Sky Bet League One: Coventry v Gilling-
ham.

Cricket
Fifth Royal London one-day inter-

Results

Fixtures

How they line up

England (possible): A N Cook (captain),
A D Hales, G S Ballance, J E Root, E J G Morgan,
J C Buttler, M M Ali, C R Woakes, C J Jordan,
S T Finn, J M Anderson.
India (possible): M S Dhoni (captain),
A M Rahane, S Dhawan, V Kohli, A T Rayudu,
S K Raina, R A Jadeja, R Ashwin,
B Kumar, D S Kulkarni, M Sharma.
Umpires: P R Reiffel (Australia) and
R A Kettleborough.
Third umpire: M A Gough.
Match referee: R S Madugalle (Sri Lanka).
Television: Live on Sky Sports 2 from 10am.

Cook converses with Moores at Headingley before a match that is meaningless in the
context of the series but meaningful to many of the England players who will feature

GARETH COPLEY/GETTY IMAGES

palliative victory today. Moeen Ali,
who hit the home side’s only half-
century of the series so far in the
nine-wicket defeat at Edgbaston on
Tuesday, confirmed yesterday that
England’s players remain squarely
behind their captain. “He has all our
backing,” Ali said.
Some of Cook’s most painful

memories of the summer come from
Headingley, when England let a
winning position slip in the second
Test against Sri Lanka. The game
today, due to be played in front of a
full house,may bemeaningless in the
context of the series, but there
remains plenty of interest for
England’s underperforming players
and few can afford to look as far
ahead as the World Cup. “A lot of
players are still playing for places for
Sri Lanka,” Ali said.
Ali is likely to bat higher in the

order today, having made his 67 at
Edgbaston from No7, while England
must decide whether to recall James
Tredwell.
India have no suchworries.During

their nets at Headingley yesterday, a
consignment of brown paper
takeaway bags fromMcDonald’s was
delivered to the middle. Their slump
to defeat in theTest seriesmight have
raised further questions about their
enduring appetite for the longer form
of the game, but a return to
convenience cricket has proved
much more to their taste.

Exclusive to members

Times Sport app
Can England salvage
some pride? Watch
the crucial moments
with near-live clips

From the App Store or Google Play

bt SWawrinka (Switz) 3-6, 7-5, 7-6, 6-7,
6-4;NDjokovic (Serbia) btAMurray (GB)
7-6, 6-7, 6-2, 6-4.Doubles: Semi-finals:R
Bryan (US) andMBryan (US) bt S Lipsky
(US) and R Ram (US) 6-4, 4-6, 6-3; M
Granollers(Sp)andMLópez(Sp)btIDod-
ig (Cro)andMMelo(Br)6-4,6-4.Women:
Singles:Quarter-final:SWilliams(US)bt
FPennetta (It)6-3,6-2.Doubles:Semi-fi-
nal: E Makarova (Russ) and E Vesnina
(Russ) bt K Date Krumm (Japan) and B
Zahlavova Strycova (Cz) 7-5, 6-3. Mixed
doubles:Semi-final:SMirza (India) andB
Soares (Br) bt Chan Yung-jan (Taiwan)
and R Hutchins (GB) 7-5, 4-6, 10-7.

national: Headingley: England v India
(10.30).

Rugby league
First Utility Super League: Wigan v
Leeds (8.0).

Rugby union
Aviva Premiership: Northampton v
Gloucester (7.45).
Guiness PRO12 (7.35): Munster v Edin-
burgh; Ospreys v Benetton Treviso.
Greene King IPA Championship: Nott-
ingham v Bedford (8.0).
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Boxing Sport

Frampton rings in the new for title quest

C
arl Frampton relishes fight
week in Belfast, but it has
never quite felt like this.
Tomorrow night, in a
specially built arena in the

city’s dockside, Frampton will aim to
become a world champion and the
whole of Northern Ireland will be
backing him.
Barry McGuigan, his promoter,

manager and mentor, was a poster boy
for sanity during the Troubles in the
Eighties; Frampton is a face of the new
Northern Ireland.
Some 16,000 fans will be packed into

the arena in the Titanic Quarter when
Frampton, trained by McGuigan’s son,
Shane, challenges Kiko Martínez for
the IBF super-bantamweight title,
making it the biggest bout in history in
the north and the third largest in all of
Ireland in 70 years.
“I love fight week in Belfast,”

Frampton said. “I move into the
Europa,which is right in themiddle.We
walk around the town and everyone is
very talkative, they want to shake my
hand and wish me luck.
“Belfast is steeped in boxing history.

Innorth andwestBelfast, aroundevery
corner is a different boxing club. The
fans are veryknowledgeable, especially
the older generation, but there are a lot
of casual fans coming into it now. They
enjoy getting behind one of their own.”
A Protestant from North Belfast,

married to Christine, a Catholic from
west Belfast, Frampton is loved as
much in the Falls Road as the Shankhill
Road. Boxing has always crossed the
sectarian divide.
At amateur level, the sport is orga-

nised on an all-Ireland basis, so success
in the Ulster Championships often
meant a call-up for the Ireland squad,
based inDublin,wherehewasoften the
only Protestant in the team. “It was
never aproblem,”Frampton, 27, said. “It
wasnever suchabig deal in the south as
it was in the north. I had a lot of friends
in the Ireland team and I still do.”
When competing at the European

Schoolboy Championships in Rome,
the team visited the Vatican. “They let
me in,” he said. “Thatwas the big joke in
the team. There was me and seven
others, all called Joyce, they were all
cousins. They were taking the p*** and
throwing holy water on me. It was just

a joke, no one really cared. I’ve been in
boxing 20 years and the only time I saw
any sectarian abuse was about three
years ago. It was a very split bill, some
Catholics against Protestants, and
there was quite a hostile atmosphere.
“I waswithmymissus at ringside and

a few guys with a few drinks in them
said a few things they shouldn’t tome. I
walked over to them and said ‘what’s
the problem?’ — maybe not as nice as
that. I picked one out who was doing
most of the slobbering and he shut up.

“I turnedmy back andwas getting all
the w***** signs. I said to Christine,
‘Before it gets out of hand, let’s go.’
That’s one time in 20 years. It doesn’t
normally happen.”
It is nearly 30 years since McGuigan

boxedwith awhite dove of peace on his
shorts. Belfast has changed, nowhere
more so than the Titanic Quarter,
which was still a busy shipyard.
McGuigan was from Clones, yards

south of the border in the three coun-
ties of Ulster that are not in the north.

He took out British citizenship so that
he could box for theBritish title, a brave
move at the time, and there was an
army checkpoint outside the gym
where he trained in central Belfast,
meaning searches on a daily basis.
“It was something you became

accustomed to,” he said. “You would
often hear bombs in the distance,
squealing police cars and ambulances.
It was a sad time and that’s why I
decided I wasn’t going to wear colours.
I had supporters clubs from all over the

north,bothsidesof thecommunity, and
they travelled to America, to England,
to Dublin to support me.”
Tourists now stand in front ofmurals

that marked territory for paramilitary
groups. The name-checks that
McGuigan lists for helping to
transform the dockside into a boxing
venue includes senior politicians on
both sides of the sectarian divide.
McGuigan has believed in Frampton

sincehe first sawhimasanamateurand
fully expects him to beat Martínez, a
Spaniard. then unify the world title.
“He was dynamic, very hard-

punching,” McGuigan said of his first
memoriesofFrampton. “Hehad to spar
bigger guys because he was such a
severe puncher. He fights at close
range, long range, has timing, balance
and he’s a nice fella and a smart kid. He
has the full shebang, it’s just about
getting the opportunity.”
Frampton is in the fortunate position

of challenging a champion he has
already beaten, 19 months ago when
the European title was on the line.
Martínez then won the IBF title in the
United States and has defended it in
Spain and Japan. Those lucky enough
to have a ticket will see amessage on it,
“No football tops, no flags.”
“We don’t want the fighters on the

card to have red, white and blue, or
green, white and gold, because you are
just going to alienate one section of the
community,” Frampton said. “My
shorts are white and gold, same
colours they were last time I knocked
him out.
“People are saying it’s the biggest

fight in thehistory ofNorthern Ireland.
I don’t know that, but it is certainly my
biggest fight. Martínez is getting paid a
lot of money and rightly so, because he
is coming into my backyard, which
doesn’t happen very often. They are
building this stadium just for me, it’s
very humbling.”

Less than threeweeks after becoming a
world champion, Kell Brook’s career is
in the balance. The Sheffield boxer, 28,
was stabbed in Tenerife early yesterday
morning and is feared to have lost a
significant amount of blood.
Brook, the IBF welterweight cham-

pion, is believed to have been stabbed
three times in his left leg and also suf-
fered cuts to an armafter an altercation
at anapartment adjoining agolf course.
On holiday with his pregnant part-

ner, Lindsey, and his young daughter,
Brook is believed tohavevisiteda series
of bars before arriving at an apartment
in the area of Golf del Sur at 6am. It is
there that he was stabbed.
He fled the apartment and staggered

100 yards to another apartment com-
plex, leavinga trail of bloodbehindhim.

He thenclimbedover awall and tried to
get into a building by smashing a chair
against a window. He failed to get in,
but the noise alerted security guards,
who called an ambulance and police.
Brook was taken to hospital in Santa

Cruz, where hewas operated on yester-
day. Of greatest concern was the
amount of blood that Brook had lost.
One cleaner said that therewas “a pond
of blood” at the scene. His condition
was described as stable and not life-
threatening. Brook’s parents, plus
Eddie Hearn, his promoter, and a law-
yer, flew to be at Brook’s bedside.
“The news has been a bit sketchy, but

hopefully he is on the mend,” Hearn
said. “We heard he lost a lot of blood,
but he is in a stable condition.”
The holiday was intended as an

opportunity to relax after hisworld title
win over Shawn Porter in Carson, Cali-

fornia, last month. His
plans, including a
bout against Amir
Khan at Wembley
Stadium next sum-
mer, are now in
tatters.
Brook had

expected to
make the first
defence of
the IBF title
in his native
Sheffield on
December6,
with Khan
boxing in
the
United
States on
the same
date. There

Ron Lewis Boxing Correspondent

Multiple stab wounds place Brook’s career in jeopardy

Quick hands: Frampton trains with Shane McGuigan for a contest tomorrow that will be the talk of Northern Ireland

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER, ALAN WALTER

Brook’s plans are in tatters

nowseemsno chanceof that occurring.
Brook had expected to start training in
two weeks, after visiting Las Vegas to
watch Floyd Mayweather’s world title
bout against Marcos Maidana, of
Argentina, on September 13. It could be
some time until Brook is able to train

again, let alone box.
Despite some reports
saying that a deal was

close for a bout with
Khan, talks were

said to still be
at an early
stage.
While
Khan is
still likely
to box on
December

6, a bout against Brook was not neces-
sarily his top priority, as he remains on
a shortlist for potential opponents for
Mayweather.
It is not the first time that Brook has

been stabbed. Seven years ago, he
suffered knife wounds to his side and
buttocks after being attacked in his
home city. On that occasion, a group of
men attacked him in the street after
pulling up in a car as he walked away
from a nightclub.
The incident comes littlemore thana

month after Jamie Moore, the former
European light-middleweight cham-
pion, was shot in Marbella, where he
hadbeen trainingMatthewMacklin for
a middleweight bout. Moore was hit by
two bullets in a leg and hip. He is walk-
ing again and hopes to be in the corner
of TommyCoyle, another of the boxers
he trains, in Hull next month.

Belfast will be buzzing
when one of its own
boxes for the world title
in a specially built
arena, says Ron Lewis

Champions from the north

Rinty Monaghan, Belfast
World flyweight champion,
1947-1950
Johnny Caldwell, Belfast
World bantamweight champion,
1961-1962
Dave McAuley, Larne
IBF flyweight champion,
1989-1992
Eamonn Loughran, Ballymena
WBO welterweight champion,
1993-1996
Wayne McCullough, Belfast
WBC bantamweight champion,
1995-1996
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Bath Exeter Gloucester Harlequins

Northampton Sale

Leicester London Irish LondonWelsh Newcastle

Saracens Wasps

Desperate to return to former
glories and happy to fund the
rise, but the top four is mighty
hard to break into. Yet Bath
have a squad of growing
strength and depth and there
are signs that the vast potential
of wing/full back Anthony
Watson is about to be
unleashed. Bath suffered
severe so-near-yet-so-far blues
at the end of last season and
may use the experience as
motivation to kick on.

Key player, George Ford
Last season marked
his emergence as a
real talent, but for all
the praise heaped on

him, such as the young player
of the season award, there are
clear areas for improvement,
particularly in his kicking.

Prediction
Will improve when Sam
Burgess finds his feet and just
nudge their way into the top
four. 4th

A proper club, building on
solid foundations, but they are
still lacking the class
throughout the squad to
challenge for the top six
positions they want to reach.
At home they are a match for
the best, but maybe not away.
They have some great
youngsters — Jack Nowell,
Luke Cowan-Dickie, Henry
Slade, Dave Ewers, Sam Hill —
which suggests that good days
ahead, if not just yet.

Key player, Thomas Waldrom
The former Leicester
No8 brings size,
presence and vast
experience. He will

relish a new challenge as a
senior player and will not
disappear when the long
international windows open.

Prediction
Will be scrapping for seventh
place and that play-off spot
for the new Champions Cup.
9th

The most fascinating and
unpredictable of all the
Premiership clubs, with an
almost complete turnaround in
management, a new front row
and two new half backs. David
Humphreys, the new director
of rugby, reckons that James
Hook, the new fly half, can be
the most influential player in
the league. When they can
finally all remember each
other’s names, this team could
fly.

Key player, Richard Hibbard
Just the kind of
player Gloucester
crowds love and have
recently been

missing. Needs to rescue the
Gloucester scrum fast. Will
relish the mission.

Prediction
It is really a question of how
long Gloucester take to click.
If and when they manage
to settle, they can beat the
top sides. 6th

Harlequins’ two signings,
Marland Yarde and Asaeli
Tikoirotuma, tell the story:
they want to play with pace
and they certainly have the
quality out wide to do so. At
8/9/ 10 they have real class,
though the question is whether
they have the quality between
fly half and the back three.
They face losing four big
players when the international
window opens, but confidence
runs deep.

Key player, Nick Easter
Will be ever-present
(assuming England
continue to ignore
him). There is extra

pressure on the back row after
the departure of Maurie
Fa’asavalu, the Samoa flanker.

Prediction
Harlequins will be scrapping
for fourth place, like last
season. The best guess is that
this time they will just miss
out. 5th

Dan Cole and Ed Slater are
still sidelined but Leicester
have Manu Tuilagi, Tom Croft
and Geoff Parling fit and the
club have recruited well.
Freddie Burns will compete
with Owen Williams for the
fly-half berth, Brad Thorn, the
veteran All Blacks lock, could
prove to be the signing of the
season and persuading
Vereniki Goneva not to join
Castres was also an important
piece of business.

Key player, Freddie Burns
Will be operating
behind a powerful
pack and can
improve Leicester’s

attacking game. The prospect
of Burns linking with Tuilagi
and Goneva is thrilling.

Prediction
Their first important goal will
be to finish in the top two and
secure a home semi-final,
which they look well-placed to
do. 2nd

The exiles have moved into a
multimillion-pound training
facility and this will be the first
full season under their new
owners, but the trend of
big-name departures has
continued this summer with
the loss of Marland Yarde,
Sailosi Tagicakibau and James
O’Connor. Brian Smith, the
director of rugby, has recruited
an experienced trio of forwards
in Luke Narraway, Tom Guest
and Tom Court.

Key player, Blair Cowan
Newly capped by
Scotland, he was one
of the outstanding
back-row forwards in

the league last season and he
will certainly need to keep
setting those standards.

Prediction
Another year of transition for
London Irish, who should be
safe from any relegation
concerns, but the rebuilding
work has some way to go. 10th

London Welsh stunned Bristol
to win promotion back into the
Premiership, then set about
urgently building a new and
expanded squad. More than 20
players joined the club,
including Piri Weepu, Olly
Barkley and Dean Schofield,
but whether Justin Burnell, the
head coach, can get all those
newcomers to gel in
time will be the biggest
challenge.

Key player, Piri Weepu
There will be a great
deal of responsibility
on the broad
shoulders of the

World Cup-winner from New
Zealand, the club’s marquee
signing.

Prediction
If London Welsh can avoid the
drop, given the size of the
rebuilding project they have
had to undertake, it will be a
great story. 12th

Newcastle have become the
second Premiership club to
install an artificial pitch,
although it remains to be seen
whether it will benefit the
team. Boggy conditions can be
a great leveller. However, the
pitch will provide a perfect
surface for Alesana Tuilagi and
his brother, Anitelea, to go on
the rampage on their return to
the Premiership. Josh Furno,
the Italy lock, is an
outstanding signing.

Key player, Josh Furno
Furno can shine in
the Premiership. He
is combative, athletic
and aggressive with

the ability to thrust the
Falcons on to the front foot
with his ball-carrying.

Prediction
Another tough season seems
to await, but Newcastle came
through last season and look
stronger with those new
signings. 11th

The champions were the
complete package last season,
scoring the most tries (72) and
conceding the fewest (31) by
meshing a ferocious pack with
the finishing power of George
North and Co. Yet Jim
Mallinder, the director of
rugby, knows that for
Northampton to be considered
among the giants of English
rugby, they need to retain their
title, a feat achieved only by
Leicester and Wasps.

Key player, Stephen Myler
Banished all the
doubters who said
that Northampton
could not win the

title with him as leader. There
are flashier fly halves but few
are as consistent as Myler.

Prediction
Added only Joel Hodgson and
Jonathan Fisher to a thin
squad. Depth could be a
problem if injuries strike in the
international windows. 3rd

Performed above all
expectations to snatch sixth
place and an automatic
qualification to the Champions
Cup. As ever Steve Diamond,
the director of rugby, has been
wheeling and dealing by
bringing in Magnus Lund,
Alberto de Marchi, Luke
McLean and Nathan Hines.
However their loss of bright
young English talent in Henry
Thomas, Rob Miller and James
Gaskell is a concern.

Key player, Dan Braid
Danny Cipriani takes
the spotlight, but
Braid operates in the
shadows. Fit after

knee surgery, the former All
Black back-row forward is now
captain.

Prediction
Difficult to see them matching
their top-half finish with the
considerable demands of the
Champions Cup to contend
with. 8th

No club come close to
matching Saracens’ strength in
depth, with at least two high-
calibre players in each position.
Doubts will remain after their
defeats in two finals last season
as well as the impact of losing
the experience of Steve
Borthwick and Matt Stevens,
but they have recruited well
and Mark McCall, the director
of rugby, says that the pain will
be a strong motivating force. It
is hard to disagree with him.

Key player, Schalk Brits
A freak. He has
combined his role as
hooker with that of a
hard-hitting flanker

and fleet-footed centre. Brits is
as close to an irreplaceable
player as Saracens have.

Prediction
A top-two finish is virtually
assured because of Saracens’
squad strength. It will be
fascinating to see what
happens next. 1st

Having qualified for the
Champions Cup, Wasps were
among the most active
recruiters this summer.
Lorenzo Cittadini, of Italy, and
Bradley Davies will add their
considerable bulk to the tight
five and Alapati Leiua could be
a revelation in the backline.
While the club are on a much
stabler footing under Derek
Richardson, their owner, the
search for a new home may
become a distraction.

Key player, Christian Wade
Blistering pace and
electric footwork
make him the
league’s deadliest

finisher. A big season awaits
heading into next year’s World
Cup.

Prediction
As impressive as their
recruitment has been, they
may not have enough pedigree
in certain positions to break
into the top half. 7th

Tries! Tries! Tries!
Catch all the action from the
Aviva Premiership, starting with
tonight’s match, on the Times
Sport app
Download it from Google Play or
the App Store

Live webchat
Can Northampton do it again? Ask
Owen Slot in his webchat, from 1pm
On tablet and online

P W D L F A B Pts
Saracens 22 19 0 3 629 353 11 87
Northampton 22 16 2 4 604 350 10 78
Leicester 22 15 2 5 542 430 10 74
Harlequins 22 15 0 7 437 365 7 67
Bath 22 14 2 6 495 388 7 67
Sale 22 12 0 10 432 399 9 57
London Wasps 22 9 0 13 451 533 13 49
Exeter 22 9 0 13 426 480 49 45
Gloucester 22 8 0 14 440 539 12 44
London Irish 22 7 0 15 396 496 8 36
Newcastle 22 3 0 19 281 544 10 22
Worcester (R) 22 2 0 20 325 581 8 16

Aviva Premiership champions Northampton
LV= Cup champions Exeter Chiefs
RelegatedWorcester Warriors
Promoted London Welsh
Heineken Cup champions Toulon
Amlin Challenge Cup champions Northampton
Premiership player of the season Mike Brown
(Harlequins)
Rugby Players’ Association player of the
season Vereniki Goneva (Leicester)
Rugby Players’ Association young player of
the season George Ford (Bath)

Last year

Leading man:Mike Brown won the Aviva Premiership player of the
season award for 2013-14 and will be back in action for Harlequins

Contributors: Owen Slot, Alex Lowe, Daniel Schofield

JED LEICESTER/ACTION IMAGES
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Little wonder Small Blacks are still thoroughbreds

A
rgentina have the
unenviable task of trying
to stop New Zealand
making it 19 wins and one
draw from their past 20

matches tomorrow morning. It is an
incredible record. They are an
incredible team. There can be few
sports where one team maintain
dominance for such duration as the
All Blacks. And not just on the
scoreboard.
The results are the consequence of

an international team having the
courage to ignore world trends and go
their own way. In Darwinian terms,
New Zealand professional rugby
evolved one side of the mountain and
the rest of the world the other. The
rest of the world sees professional
evolution in terms of size.
New Zealand are moving in

another direction. Under Steve
Hansen they are intent, to use horse
racing parlance, on stripping fitter.
The world’s best team are not trying
to gain weight, but lose it. A couple of
kilos here and there keeps them
travelling at a speed that the rest of
the world cannot maintain for the full
80 minutes.
Stuart Lancaster states that

England’s players must be fitter. This
is presumably a reaction to the
summer tour and “lessons learnt”. But
Kiwi fitness is only half the story.
Their willingness to sacrifice size for
speed breaks the mould that
professional coaches have used to
create their players.
The scenario is similar to the early

years of Martin Pipe, the legendary
National Hunt trainer. While the
traditional world of jump racing was
intent on admiring the size and scope
of a steeplechaser, Pipe was revising
the game with his adoption of interval
training. Instead of a good old-
fashioned canter, his horses were put
on all-weather gallops and worked
relentlessly like track athletes.
For a long time you could recognise

a Pipe horse by the skinny frame, the
absence of girth. Purists didn’t like the
look of them but punters did. They

won and kept winning until other
trainers decided to adopt and adapt
similar training techniques.
The All Blacks remind me of those

early Pipe days. Their winning record
is outstanding and their opposition
seems intent on ignoring the obvious

lessons to be learnt. They are — like
Pipe’s horses used to be — fitter. The
purpose of extra fitness is to play at a
greater pace and the purpose of
greater pace is to run teams off their
feet, run them ragged as Pipe’s horses
once did. The All Blacks’ great rivals,

SouthAfrica, have traditionally been
bigger opponents and that physical
edge was often to the Springboks’
advantage in the amateur days when
the All Blacks went toe to toe.
England have a pack that, in an arm
wrestle, has the size and muscle to

wear New Zealand down. This is why
the All Blacks — and Hansen, in
particular — have been redefining the
way they play the game.
There are inherent risks. If

Argentina can turn tomorrow’s
match into 80 minutes of scrum
and attrition, they have a chance,
but if the South Americans are
stretched . . .
The size of some of the teams on

the other side of the mountain
challenges New Zealand. What
Hansen is doing is making the
incredible speed and fitness of his
team an infinitely greater challenge to
the bigger, slower teams.
It may well be that England

recognised this and tried to match
New Zealand at their game in the
summer. Their head coach’s call for
superior levels of fitness is possibly
further awareness of what is
happening on the other side of the
mountain. To match Kiwi speed, size
must be sacrificed. Yet who would
dare sacrifice the capacity to squeeze
and slow them to play New Zealand
at their game? Hansen’s men have
stolen a march.
To see the All Blacks at close range

is to be astonished by the way in
which they have laid to waste the
clichés about size mattering quite so
much as we are told it does. The half
backs — the two Aarons, Smith and
Cruden — would have been regarded
as a diminutive duo in the 1970s.
Their ability to keep the tempo of the
game as high as possible is worth
more than any amount of extra bulk.
Conrad and Ben Smith could have

been All Blacks from 50 years ago.
Tall and rangy, but blokes you would
pass in the street without noting their
physique. Their rugby brains are quite
another matter.
Up front there is no better

combination of locks at the moment
than Brodie Retallick and Sam
Whitelock. These are lean, angular
men, as are Kieran Read and Richie
McCaw in the breakdown. Dane
Coles, their hooker, is the exception
to the rule. He was told to find a few
more kilos if he wanted to make the
hooker’s shirt his, primarily because
he is a natural lightweight.
At the highest level in rugby, speed

is trumping size and brain beating
brawn; until others understand and
emulate, the All Blacks will remain on
a higher plane of professionalism to
the rest of the world.

Stuart Barnes
Commentary

Size of the task: scrums and attrition will be the order of the day if Argentina are to prevent yet another New Zealand win

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER, MARC ASPLAND
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Humphreys latest member of green lobby

T
he trend in Europe, for some
time, has been to goKiwi. The
Kiwi coachesareeverywhere.
NewZealanders are coaching
half the RBS Six Nations

Championship teams and two of the
four Welsh regions, and it is hardly
unknown for the Lions to opt for grey
matter from New Zealand, too.
Yet in England, where the Aviva

Premiership starts tonight, the trend
has been resisted as clubs have looked
in a different direction: towards
Ireland. Brian Smith, the London Irish
director of rugby and an Australian
whowonnine caps for Ireland, could be
included on the list. Yet that just
complicates matters.

We are talking really of the Ireland
team of the late Nineties, when Conor
O’Shea was full back, Mark McCall
centre and David Humphreys the
No10. Now that Humphreys has gone
to Gloucester as director of rugby, they
are, between them, also running
Harlequins and Saracens, three of the
biggest clubs in the country.
Their connection was at its tightest

when they were all playing for London
Irish. Often after training they would
go intoHampton to share coffee, carrot
cake and opinions.
“We would talk rugby a lot,” McCall

recalls. “I suppose you could see
potential coaches in all of us.”
AsO’Shea says: “We loved the game.

We were all like, ‘If I was in charge, this
iswhat I’ddo.’ ”That iswhatwearenow
finding out.
Back then, O’Shea shared a flat with

Humphreys, though of the three it was
Humphreys who never really thought
of rugby as a post-playing career.
Humphreys already had a law degree,
did part-time work in local solicitors’
offices and his future seemed set.
There is, though, a type of critic that

the Irish call the “hurler on the ditch”.
These are the people on the touchline
full of advice who never get involved
themselves. In 2008, whenHumphreys
retired as an Ulster player and was
invited to take over as director of
operation instead, his “gut reaction”, as

he puts it, was that he could never be
that hurler.
Thus did a healthy connection

remain and the information exchange
was busy. “We’ve faced similar challen-
ges, bounced ideas off each other.”
Humphreys says.WhenMcCallmoved
from Castres to Saracens in 2009,
Humphreys would still be on
the phone to him, sometimes twice a
week.
“We would compare what was

happening in England with what was
happening in Ireland,” Humphreys
says. “For me it’s about trying to learn.
Conor and Mark have been unbelieva-
bly successful in this league, so forme it
was about what they had done, how
they had done it and how could I
translate that to Ulster?”
Now it is all little more

complicated. “I’m not
sure it can be so open,”
Humphreys says.
“I’ve got mixed feel-

ings about him coming
to the Premiership,”
McCall says, smiling,
“because I’ve no doubt
he’ll make Gloucester
better.”
Neverthe-

less, it was
not long
after
mov-

ing in at Gloucester that Humphreys
drove down for dinner with O’Shea.
“We shot the breeze for the night,”

O’Shea said. “We’ll have a friendly
rivalry now. It’ll be like when we’re on
the golf course together; I’ll want to
beat him desperately.”
The first view of Humphreys’s

learning is this evening and, given that
they are starting againstNorthampton,
the Aviva Premiership champions,
away from home, it will be some open-
ing night. Gloucester do not just have a
new director of rugby, the sweeping-
out of the old guard at the club was so
complete that almost the entire coach-
ing staff is new; there are eight new
members of staff and 26 new players.
On paper, they certainly look a

cracking team, though you do not need
Humphreys’ education in the game to
know that this is categorically not the
way to build a team and a club. You
go so completely from the founda-
tions
only if you have no faith in the
existing structure. As Humphreys
says: “Twenty-six players? We
would hardly have turned over 26
players in my entire six years at

Ulster.”
It is worth noting, too,

that he is inheriting players that he did
not recruit himself—not thathewould
suggest that he was unhappy with the
recruitment. Of course not. For start-
ers, he cannot speak highly enough of
JamesHook, anewarrival atNo10.The
question, though, is how long it will
take to blend the new mixture.
Humphreyshasbeenhonestwith the

players on this, that they are operating
under unusual circumstances. “We’ve
been bubbling along happily,” he says.
“But we have asked the players to be
open-minded. We’ve said: ‘Don’t fret
over what’s going to happen.’
“Laurie [Fisher, the new head coach]

only arrived four weeks ago. So we’ve
had four weeks to prepare for a game
against the Premiership champions. So
our whole focus has been one goal: be
the best prepared for Northampton
that we can be.”
Washegiven targetsanda timescale?

“Timescale wasn’t put on it,” he said.
“Everyonebelieves thatGloucester as a
club has the potential to be one of the
top teams in England and Europe. But
everyone talks ‘potential’ with Glouc-
ester; somewhere we have to move
from potential to delivering. That is the
challenge.”
It begins tonight. And when

Humphreys makes his touchline debut
in the Premiership, two former
team-mates will be watching very
closely.

New director of rugby
at Gloucester joins
countrymen in making
mark across the Irish
Sea, writesOwen Slot

Humphreys arrives
at Kingsholm after
leaving Ulster

David Humphreys, the new director of
rugby at Gloucester, believes that
James Hook, also a new arrival at
Kingsholm, could be the “most influen-
tial player in the Premiership this year”.

potential to be the most
influential player in the Premiership
this year.
“That is one of the challenges for us;

I’ll be disappointed if we are looking
back in 12 or 24months and we haven’t
maximised the potential that we see in
James.
“He is a world-class rugby player and

I think he will do very well.
“I haven’t talked to Warren about

James, but I have spoken to James
aboutwhat he has to do to get back into
the Wales team.
“He believes that coming back to

Gloucester will enhance his chances of
re-establishing himself in the
Wales team going into a World
Cup year. We have to ensure that
happens.”
Humphreys did not recruit Hook to

the club. The player had been signed in
the summer, before the arrival of
Humphreys. However, Humphreys
said: “If ever I had the chance, I would
still have recruited James.”
6 Leinster confirmed yesterday that
Jonny Sexton, the Ireland fly half, will
rejoin themnext season.Sexton left last
year to play for Racing Métro in Paris,
but has signed anew four-year contract
with his former province.

Director heaps praise on his fellow new arrival

6Gloucester will give five new
players a debut in the first match of
the new Aviva Premiership season
this evening against Northampton,
the champions. Gloucester recruited
exhaustively in the close season and
will field a new half-back pairing of
Greig Laidlaw and James Hook, two
new front-row forwards in Richard
Hibbard and John Afoa, and Jacob
Rowan, the former Leeds recruit,
starts on the flank. Matt Kvesic is
not available because of injury.
For Northampton, James Wilson

starts at full back ahead of Ben
Foden, who is on the bench having
missed last weekend’s friendly
becase of a rolled ankle.
Northampton: J Wilson; K Pisi, G Pisi, L Burrell,
G North; S Myler, L Dickson; A Corbisiero, D Hartley
(captain), S Ma’afu, C Lawes, C Day, C Clark, T Wood,
S Manoa. Replacements: R McMillan, A Waller,
G Denman, J Craig, J Fisher, K Fotuali’i, W Hooley,
B Foden.
Gloucester: R Cook; C Sharples, H Trinder,
B Twelvetrees (captain), J May; J Hook, G Laidlaw;
D Murphy, R Hibbard, J Afoa; T Savage, J Hudson;
S Kalamafoni, J Rowan, B Morgan. Replacements:
D Dawidiuk, Y Thomas, S Puafisi, T Palmer, R Moriarty,
D Robson, M Atkinson, S McColl.

Owen Slot Chief Rugby Correspondent

Taking it in his stride: Hook, right, believes that his hopes of being a regular in the Wales side may be helped by being on the national team’s doorstep in Gloucester

DAVID ROGERS/GETTY IMAGES

The convergence of Hook and
Humphreys at Gloucester could not be
more timely for the much admired
Welshman, who has 76 caps and is still
only 29 years old, yet has seen his
standing within theWales set-up slow-
ly dwindle in the seven years that

Warren Gatland has been the national
coach.
Hook’s past three seasons were at

Perpignan in France, though the club’s
relegation in May freed him
from his contract and he hopes
that a season playing on Wales’s

doorstep may now send the right
messages.
Humphreys said: “James and I have

talked. James wants to play for Wales,
he doesn’t mind what position. But he
wants to play No10 for Gloucester.
He is unbelievably talented. He has the

Inside today

Stuart Barnes: in praise
of the ‘Small Blacks’
Page 55

www.boerse.to
www.boerse.to



the times | Friday September 5 2014 FGM 57

Sport
Wiggins seeking to go
one better in Spain
Cycling Sir Bradley Wiggins will
compete for the time-trial title at
the World Championships in
Ponferrada, Spain, this month
after being named on a longlist of
Great Britain riders yesterday.
Wiggins finished second last year
to Tony Martin, of Germany.
Mark Cavendish, the former
world champion who recently
recovered from the shoulder
injury suffered when he crashed
on the opening stage of the Tour
de France, has not been included
in the list of 14 riders, which will
be cut to eight.
Lizzie Armitstead will be among

the favourites in the women’s road
race, having already won the
World Cup series of events this
season. Wiggins will begin the
defence of his Tour of Britain title
when the eight-day race starts in
Liverpool on Sunday, with
Cavendish also competing.

Australians show way
Equestrianism Sam Griffiths, of
Australia, the winner of
Badminton in May, leads the
Land Rover Burghley Horse
Trials after an assured test on
Happy Times, which has given
him a slender lead over Andrew
Hoy, his compatriot, on
Rutherglen, at the end of the first
day of dressage. The best British
performances came from Piggy
French, lying fourth on
Westwood Mariner, and Izzy
Taylor, on KBIS Briarlands
Matilda, who is sixth. William
Fox-Pitt rides today.

Murray displays
promise of better
to come in defeat

In the never straightforward world of
AndyMurray, itwouldbe far too simple
to castigate the Scot after another
aborted grand-slam mission.
Yes, once again, he had pushed

Novak Djokovic, the world No1, all the
way before falling just short. Memories
of similarly brutal defeats in the past
three Australian Opens — two finals,
one semi-final — spring to mind.
And indeed, when the final reckon-

ing is delivered, Rafael Nadal, Roger
Federer andDjokovichimselfwill, in all
likelihood, be installed above the
British No1 in the pantheon of greats.
Murray’s performance in New York,

though, in the early hours of Thursday
morning, was peppered with enough
brilliance, ferocity and skill to keep the
debates about superiority raging for a
good while yet. A year on from back
surgery, this was the closest the world
No9 has got to eclipsing theMurray of
old.
Thewayhis forehandswerebooming

off the frame during a magical
40-minute spell at the end of the
second set was astounding. Forever
accused of being too passive, this was

theScot goinghell for leather.Djokovic
could not cope. ButMurray, ultimately,
paid a heavy price for his exertions,
going down 7-6, 6-7, 6-2, 6-4. His body
just could not take the strain.
It must be noted that Djokovic,

although not playing scintillating ten-
nis against his long-time friend, is a
phenomenon. The Serb just will not
wilt. The elasticity of his returns, the
way he defends and slides, continues to
beggar belief. Hewas hurting, too, after
three and a half hours of intense battle.
Yet, unlikeMurray, he does not show it.
Murray rightly noted that against

someone such as Federer, the match
would not be as physical. The Swiss
would not become embroiled in long,
arduous points. His brilliance would
snuff out rallies far quicker.
To topple Djokovic, you need fitness

on your side, something, sadly, that
Murray could not count on. The Serb’s
frame certainly is not as heavy as
Murray’s, or Nadal’s for that matter.
The 27-year-old is a lean, mean, grand-
slam winning machine.
“The first twoandahalf setsAndyhit

the ball as cleanly as I have seen himdo
it in a long time. He hit the forehand
hard but maybe it took its toll,” Boris
Becker, the world No1’s coach, said.

“The serve, forehand and backhand
package was Andy at his very best. It
seemed like his back stiffened up
towards the end, but then it is hard to
play againstNovak.He is the fittest guy
on tour. I would expect Andy to have a
good finish to the season on that
evidence.”
Murray will have much to ponder

when looking back on this campaign.
The way his body cramped so painfully
against Robin Haase in the first round
wasa real concernandheadmitted that
he was “disappointed” with his fitness
overall. “I think the back surgery has

been a massive factor,” Mark Petchey,
Murray’s former coach, said. “Any time
you go under the knife as a sportsman,
it’s going to put a little fear into you.”
Yet before anyone gets too down-

hearted, listen carefully to this. “If
everyone spends their time getting too
despondent about quarter-finals of
grand-slams, I feel people will really
regret their time of watching him,”
Petchey said. “Because the British
tennis horizon is so bleak, this is a
time more to appreciate just how great
he is.”
He certainly has a point.

US Open
Steve Brenner New York

Boom and bust: Murray shows his frustration during a defeat in which he was
able to produce some of his finest tennis against the most durable of opponents

DON EMMERT/GETTY IMAGES
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surprise was that Moore had not been
caught before. The peaked chauffeur’s
cap must have worked as a cunning
disguise.
No one ever knew where Moore

found that cap, simply that it came in
handy. If he was out on the beers and
driving, he would wear the chauffeur’s
garb as he steered his red Jaguar XJ6
through the streets. He reasoned that
the police were far less likely to pull
over someone who looked like they
drove for a living. Sometimes he
would give the lads a lift home, hiding
under his hat. England’s impeccable
hero concealing his identity to pull a
fast one over the police? The West
Ham players found that very
amusing.
Knowing his way home to Chigwell

was never a problem, however much
Moore had drunk. According to Brian
Dear, “Bobby knew the West End
better than a sewer rat.” Even if
Moore was stopped after a heavy
night, his reputation would often save
him, with a friendly policeman
ushering England’s hero on his way or
even offering to escort him back to
Essex. Once when a policeman tried
to flag him down out in the
countryside, Moore simply sped off.
That Jaguar finally met a sticky end

in 1969, when Moore agreed to take a
group of the West Ham lads down to
Margate for a midweek charity match
organised by Jimmy Tarbuck. No one
recalls if they had Ron Greenwood’s
permission for half the first team to
play a friendly kickaround in the
middle of the season. They would
probably have gone even if
Greenwood had tried to block them.
Along with Tarbuck and Tommy

Steele and other celebrities, they
faced a Mayor’s XI made up of
amateurs from Ramsgate FC, Margate
FC and the Kent Police. Then it was
on to watch Tarby perform on the
seafront and to celebrate a brilliant
day out.
One beer became half a dozen, and

then it was time to drive home. Harry
Redknapp remembers being in the car
in front when he heard a mighty bang
behind. Redknapp’s car had taken the
conventional route around a
roundabout; a drunken Moore had
gone straight across. “There was a bit
of a mess,” Redknapp recalls. “Bobby
ended up leaving his car on top of the
roundabout. Someone had to come
back and fetch it the next day. I think
it was a write-off.”
Redknapp chuckles as he recalls

those days when England’s revered
captain was king of the boozers,
though it was not just Moore but half

the West Ham team. Every football
club had its drinking school but West
Ham’s would have been top of the
table.
“When I look back now at some of

the things we used to get away with, I
think we all took advantage of Ron’s
[Greenwood] nature,” Redknapp says.
“We’d get beat 4-0 at somewhere like
Newcastle and we’d be on a train
coming home when Mooro would
order half a dozen cases of lager. The
rest of us would be losing a week’s
wages on the cards.”
Jimmy Greaves was a latecomer to

the Upton Park drinking club. Even as
an experienced boozer, he was
shocked at the insouciant attitude to
alcohol he found when he arrived
from Spurs in 1970. For a man fighting

a worsening addiction, he said that he
“could not have gone to a worse club
than West Ham”. And “king of the bar
stool” was the upstanding captain.

The tale is told of a young player who
is about to sign for West Ham but is
fretful about a lingering injury and
whether he will fail the medical. In
between negotiations, and as he
awaits the results, he is taken down to
the Black Lion pub, the regular hang-
out for the West Ham players, where
some of the senior pros are quenching
their thirst. Moore is at the bar.
“What’s up?” he asks the worried

player.
“It’s my injury,” he says. “I don’t

think they’ll take me.”
“Can you put your foot on that

rail?” Moore asks.
“Er, yes.”
“Can you put your elbow on this

bar?”
“Can do,” says the mystified

footballer.
“Can you lift that drink?” Moore

persists.
The player takes a gulp of lager.
“So what’s the problem?” Moore

concludes. “You’ve passed. Welcome
to West Ham.”
Between the beginning of the

Sixties and the middle of that
swinging decade, lager sales soared
from a mere 3 per cent of the British
beer market to almost 20 per cent.
Moore cannot have been single-
handedly responsible for that surge,

though listening to the stories of his
heroic drinking it sometimes sounds
like he tried. He would explain his
thirst with the analogy that “a car
needs petrol”.
Moore’s motto was “win or lose, on

the booze”, according to Redknapp.
“Bobby would have been captain of

6As manager of Southend United,
Bobby Moore still enjoyed a drink,
especially when he recruited his old
friend Malcolm Allison as assistant
coach

Southend were preparing to face
Newport County in an evening
fixture, but the manager had gone
AWOL. Moore was missing and he
hadn’t left a team sheet. Pressed by
the referee to submit a starting XI,
Buster Footman, Southend’s long-
serving physio, had told the players
to go with the same side as the
previous week.
While the team wondered where

on earth the manager had got to,
Moore and Allison were boozing in
the pub. Time slipped by. Kick-off
got closer. Finally realising how late
they were, the p***ed duo screeched
up to Roots Hall in a taxi with less
than half an hour to kick-off.
The dressing-room door burst

open and Moore walked in. It was
obvious he was sozzled even before
he slipped and almost fell into the
team bath. As Allison leant against
the wall in the shower room, eyes
closed, head nodding, Moore tried to
give a cohesive team talk through
the alcoholic fog. The players say he
was unusually exuberant that night.

The beautiful game
at The Times
Cheltenham
Literature Festival
Matt Dickinson, Sir Trevor
Brooking and Duncan
Hamilton, author of Immortal,
the approved biography of
George Best, will be in
conversation with Times
journalist Richard Whitehead
at the Cheltenham Literature
Festival on Monday October 6.
Tickets are £10 from
0844 880 8094 or
cheltenhamfestivals.com/literature

© Matt
Dickinson 2014.
Extracted from
Bobby Moore: the
man in full by
Matt Dickinson,
published by
Yellow Jersey
Press at £20 on
September 11. To
order your copy
at the offer price
of £17 (free p&p)
call The Times
Bookshop on
0845 2712134;
timesbooks.co.uk

‘Bobby lived
his life by
this motto:
win or lose,
on the booze’
England’s revered
World Cup captain
was also king of the
drinkers in West Ham’s
barroom revelries

Magnificent seven: the drinks flow at the opening of Moore’s pub in Stratford, East London in 1976. Trying to keep pace

H
e did well to get away
with it so long. It was not
until the day of his 36th
birthday in April 1977 that
Bobby Moore was

arrested, for the first time, for drink-
driving. After some enthusiastic
celebrations, Moore drove his
Daimler Sovereign into a bollard near
his home in Chigwell, cutting his
head as he veered off the road.
Fortunately, nine-year-old Dean [his
son], who was also in the car, escaped
unharmed.
Police sergeant Bryan Hicks told

Stratford magistrates that Moore was
more than three times the legal limit.
Properly p***ed, in other words.
Moore was banned from driving for a
year and fined £150. There would be
another conviction some years later
for the same offence, but the real
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David Beckham has spoken about his
obsessive need for neatness and order,
but he was not the only England
captain to display these traits

B
obby Moore had not just a
desire for order, but a need.
Shoes had to be lined up like
soldiers on parade. He
would turn all the pans in

the kitchen so that they were neatly
stacked a particular way in the
cupboards. The labels on cans must
all face out. He would fiddle with the
towels so that they were all folded in
a certain manner.
“Bobby didn’t like the edge of the

towel to show,” Tina [Moore’s first
wife] recalls. “He preferred them
folded in three so you didn’t see each
end. If I didn’t do it right, he would
come behind and get it right. I still do
it now.”
OCD? “Oh yes, I’d say so. He

compartmentalised everything. He
couldn’t cope with disorder and
disarray.”
This was no longer just about his

clothes being colour co-ordinated,
hung from light to dark, as they had
been since he was a child. Tina has
described how “it was almost an
aesthetic pleasure to open the
wardrobe”. The whole house had to be
neat. Cushions would have to be
plumped so that when he came down
in the morning it was as though no
one had been there the previous day.
When guests came round and lit up a
cigarette, Moore would all but follow
them around checking no ash was
being carelessly flicked on to the
carpet.
On trips, he took his own travel

iron. There are tales of him pressing
his money. The stories are almost
hackneyed about Moore stacking
loose change by the side of his bed
every night, different denominations
in separate and perfect pillars; how he
always folded his dirty kit after
training and placed it in a neat pile

while team-mates hurled theirs
into a filthy heap; how he

wiped the mud off his
boots with his socks
while others just
chucked them
straight into a

kit skip.
“He’s

the only
person
I’ve ever

met who gets out of the bath dry,”
Mike Summerbee said.
Moore had developed a technique

for preventing a drop of water falling
on to the floor when climbing out of
the bath.
He would flick the water off one

leg, dry it with a towel and then step
out on that dry leg, continuing the
process with the rest of his body.
Psychiatrists call it an anankastic

personality — neatness,
perfectionism, a need for order often
accompanied by a highly developed
sense of conscientiousness. It can be a
strength, as it certainly was for Moore
and Beckham, in driving them to
perfect their skills. Practice, practice,
practice.

6As captain, it was Moore’s job to
walk down the line to introduce the
England XI to some foreign
ambassador or suited administrator.
The players were never sure about
what was to come next, but the
uncertainty was part of the fun.
As he approached with the VIPs,

Moore, their straight-laced captain,
might pretend to forget a player’s
name. “This is, er . . .” he would
stutter, feigning absent-mindedness.
Alternatively, if he was introducing
Jimmy Greaves, he might suddenly
christen him Roger Hunt. Alan Ball
would become Martin Peters. The
names would come out jumbled up.
If the bigwigs ever spotted the

joke, they never said. Down the line
Moore would go, players smirking.
Even in the moments before a big
game, Moore could ease the tension
with his dry wit and unnatural calm.

the England drinking team,” he says.
“He’d love to drink, could drink for
England, swallow it like he had no
tonsils. If you had a night out with
Bobby, you knew you’d had a night
out.”
“I think he might just have been

world champion lager drinker,”
Tarbuck adds.
Even George Best was inspired to

praise Moore’s prodigious drinking,
noting that the England captain
would down vast quantities yet always
look fresh and immaculate the
following morning.
Typically, even when he was

sinking lager and gin and tonics by
the gallon, Moore was the world’s
smartest, neatest, tidiest drunk. Even
when he staggered home barely
capable of standing, he would
remember to brush down his suit and
fold his underpants.
His biggest excesses were saved for

those evenings when he was away
from prying eyes, surrounded by
trustworthy friends like Alan Mullery,
who, after one England international
in Vienna, gave the captain a
fireman’s lift up to bed when he was
legless. At public gatherings, Moore
would never be dishevelled. He had
his own rules; drink in half-pints so it
appears you are consuming less;
never loosen your tie; always hide the
empties under the table. Even when
Moore was on a session, it paid to
give the impression of looking
immaculate. There are endless tales

of extraordinary consumption, and
odd occasions of disreputable
behaviour, like urinating all over a
garage forecourt, but his party piece
sums up Moore’s gentle humour. He
would remove his trousers — folding
them neatly over his arm — and walk
into a pub or stand at the bar in his
pants. Not exactly a prank to make
Gazza blush.
Moore never saw his drinking as a

problem because, unlike Best and
Greaves, he was certain that he had
the discipline and restraint to pick his

moments. He was sure that it did not
undermine his game.
He had the wit to recognise that

there was a price to be paid for a
night of boozing, and he would pay
his dues on a Sunday morning. On a
day when only the injured players
would be expected to report for
treatment at Upton Park, Moore
would be there for his Sunday
morning penance, a regular 10am
appointment with his conscience.
“Sometimes he’d come in with his

bow-tie and dinner suit on where he’d
come straight back from a function,
been out all night somewhere,”
Redknapp says.
Off came the tuxedo, on would go a

boiler suit, sweatshirt, bin liner.
Moore would come out looking like
the Michelin Man and start a long jog
around Upton Park. Around the pitch
was a perimeter track of red tarmac.
Moore would trudge around for three
quarters of an hour, the booze seeping
out.
The long run was not just for

sobering up but for weight control,
too. Conscious of his waistline to an
obsessive degree, Moore would often
spurn food completely on a night out.
He very rarely ate breakfast before
training. Particularly as he grew older,
he could go a couple of days just on
snacks.
After his run, he would have a bath,

a shave, put on a smart shirt and nice
jumper. Then he would head to the
pub.

Perfectionist
could not cope
with disorder
and disarray

Tomorrow
The secret battle
against cancer

with the new landlord are, from left, Rodney Marsh, Kenny Lynch, the comedian, Frank Lampard Sr, Alan Ball, Best and Malcolm Macdonald

PA/PA ARCHIVE.

person
I’v

the bath

the

www.boerse.to
www.boerse.to



60 FGM Friday September 5 2014 | the times

Sport Football
Call to fans as Coventry
return to the Ricoh
Reda Johnson, the Coventry City
captain, has called on supporters
to help to ensure a happy
homecoming as the club return
from a year-long exile to the
Ricoh Arena tonight (James
McMath writes). A crowd of more
than 20,000 is expected to attend
the Sky Bet League One match
against Gillingham as Coventry
play their first home match in
their own city since being locked
out of the stadium.
A rent dispute with Arena

Coventry Limited (ACL), the
stadium owner, meant that the
1987 FA Cup winners had to play
home matches at Northampton
Town’s Sixfields Stadium, 34 miles
away from Coventry. The
disagreement has been settled,
helped by the intervention of the
Football League, which ordered
Coventry to pay ACL £500,000.
Tonight’s match, which will be

televised by Sky Sports,
represents what supporters hope
will be the end of a painful period
in the club’s history. “I’m very
excited about the Ricoh, all the
players are excited,” Johnson, the
26-year-old French defender, said.
“The most important thing is the
three points. We need to focus on
the game rather than the
occasion. But the fans’ excitement
will help us. They can lift us when
we have heavy legs.” Coventry
have won only once in the league
this season but are unbeaten in
their past five matches.

Odemwingie ruled out
Peter Odemwingie, the Stoke City
forward, will not play again this
year because of a knee injury that
will require surgery. The Nigeria
player, 33, was hurt during
Saturday’s 1-0 victory over
Manchester City and is due to
undergo an operation within the
next two weeks. Stoke have left
Odemwingie, below, out of their
25-man Barclays Premier League
squad, which cannot be
changed until
January. “It’s a
significant injury
and it’s a long-term
one,” Mark
Hughes, the
Stoke
manager, said.
“He’s always got
a smile on his
face and he’s
going to need
those qualities.
It will be a long
road back.”

Wednesday sale is off
Milan Mandaric, the owner of
Sheffield Wednesday, says that a
proposed £45million sale of the
club has collapsed. Mandaric
announced in June that he was
selling the Sky Bet Championship
club to Hafiz Mammadov, an
Azerbaijani businessman. Due
diligence was carried out, but
Wednesday announced in July
that the deal had been delayed.
Despite the players sporting the

“Azerbaijan Land Of Fire” logo on
their shirts, Mandaric has
announced that negotiations are
over and has threatened legal
action against Mammadov.
“Unfortunately, despite working
hard with both Mr Mammadov
and his representatives since the
agreement was signed, he has not
been able to meet the obligations
set out in the contract for either
the purchase of the shares or the
sponsorship arrangements,”
Mandaric said.

Van Gaal given green light to carry on spending
Continued from back page
andWayne Rooney. Hernández joined
Real Madrid on a season-long loan.
United believe that Van Gaal’s

willingness to invest so much faith in
Wilson, who has played only 97 min-
utes of first-team football, was largely
overlooked amid the excitement
generated by Falcao’s arrival and criti-
cism of their spending.
Senior sources at Old Trafford insist

that the club are “as committed now as
we have ever been” to blending the best
playerswith youth and also pointed out
that they beat off stiff competition to
sign Luke Shaw, the left back, from

Southampton for £27million, oneof the
few outstanding young English talents
available this summer.
Van Gaal is thought to have been

particularly encouraged by Blackett’s
progress in defence, despite amiserable
start in which United have mustered
two points from a possible nine.
United had been alerted to Falcao’s

availability several weeks ago and
asked to be kept informed about
developments, but Van Gaal was eager
first toassess the strikershealreadyhad
at his disposal. The decision to sign the
player on loan fromMonaco was taken
late on Sunday. The club are adamant

that they have paid Monaco €6million
(£4.75million) to secure Falcao’s
services for a season and suggested
that might be evidence of the player’s
desire to move to Old Trafford if
rival clubs were being quoted about
£11million.
United would not be drawn on Fal-

cao’s wages, but derided claims that
they are paying him £346,000 a week.
The arrival of Falcao and Di María

has raised questions about the future of
Juan Mata, but the club are adamant
that the Spain playmaker remains an
integral part of the squad.
More departures are expected in

January. United will offload Marouane
Fellaini if a suitableoffer is forthcoming
for the Belgium midfielder. Napoli
cooled their interest inFellaini after the
player suffered anankle injury, butmay
revive their interest.
United are thought to be in talkswith

DavidDeGea, the goalkeeper, and Phil
Jones, the defender, about extending
their contracts. The pair will have only
a year remaining on their existing deals
next summer, and the same applies to
Van Persie, Jonny Evans, Chris Small-
ing andAshley Young. Darren Fletcher
is out of contract at the end of the
season.

Playful Keane relieved Ireland are
about to face ‘meaningful’ stuff

Between the scowls and the eye-rolls,
there was a hint of playfulness in Roy
Keane’s words yesterday. As a late
summer sun pulsed downonMalahide,
the coastal town where Ireland train,
there was a sense of a long wait ending,
a release of frustration, ten dragging
months of build-up. “I’m glad the
foreplay is over,” Keane said, a smirk
peeking through his craggy beard.
The startled optimism that greeted

Martin O’Neill’s appointment as Ire-
land manager and Keane as his assist-
anthas lingered througharunof incon-
clusivegames, but there is relief that the
meaningful stuff is about to start.
“There have been a lot of friendly

matches, a lotof small talk, tickinga few
boxes in terms of the job, a bit here and
there,” Keane said. “Ultimately, we’ll be
judged onwhat happens in the qualify-
ing matches. I’m comfortable with
that.”
The night before, Shay Given sug-

gested that not much had changed.
Two years after dismay prompted his
retirement from international football,
the goalkeeper had just made his
second debut for Ireland and the sights,
soundsandsensationswereall familiar;
126 times he has done this now and the
routine is well established. “There’s a
new carpet in the team hotel and that’s
about it,” Given, 38, said, a throwaway
line that revealed something, too.
In one respect, everything is differ-

ent. As Ireland prepare for Sunday’s
European Championship qualifying
groupD fixture inGeorgia, thedog-day
stagnation of Giovanni Trapattoni’s
final months as manager is banished.
Over pots of tea at their team hotel,
O’Neill and Keane have plotted and
debriefed with Steve Guppy and
Seamus McDonagh, their coaches,
watching videos of their first competi-
tive opponents.
The players have spoken well about

how morale has been lifted by O’Neill
and Keane, two men with meshing
careers, who worked under Brian
Clough at Nottingham Forest, who
share history with Celtic, Sunderland,
ITV and now Ireland. “It’s been fine so
far, butweknow there’s beenno cutting
edge to the games,” Keane said of their
relationship. “There has been no real
pressure.We try andwin every game of
football, but we know it’s crunch time.”
The issue for Ireland, who have Ger-

many, Poland, Scotland and Gibraltar
in their group, as well as Georgia, is not
just about what O’Neill and Keane can
bring, but what they cannot. They have
a Fifa world ranking of 66th — they
dropped to No70 in June, their lowest

position—andwhenGiven said “there
area fewnewfaces since I’vebeenaway,
but there’s a few old faces there aswell”,
he captured something.
The managerial duo are not sorcer-

ers and Ireland’s pool of players is
limited. Attempts have been made to
persuade Mark Noble , the West Ham
United midfielder, to declare for Ire-
land, while there are high hopes for
Jack Grealish, of Aston Villa, where
Keane has a role under Paul Lambert.
CanKeane influenceGrealish, whohas
under-21 caps for Ireland but is also
eligible for England?
“It depends what mood I’m in,” he

shot back. “I can threaten him.”

Roy Hodgson has similar concerns.
“We don’t have players in the
Champions League or at the bigger
clubs andbackover theyearswealways
had that, but you can’t keep looking
back,” Keane said. “We have had a dip
on that side of things, but some of the
younger players will make their mark.
Themillion-dollar question is: will they
get the moves?”
What O’Neill and Keane can do is

foster a better sense of purpose than
Trapattoni, who presided over three
group stage defeats at Euro 2012 and
traipsed towards irrelevance. “I’m not
having a go at Trapattoni, but I don’t
think we did enough homework

[at Euro 2012],” Aidan McGeady, the
Everton winger, said. Monotony ruled.
“Training was the same every day.”
There has been a focus on set-pieces

—both goals in the 2-0 friendly victory
over Oman originated from corners—
and organisation and spirit. Georgia
shouldofferno surprises. “Whatwecan
do is make sure we are set up properly,
that we are not frightened of them, that
we are ready,” Keane said. There is no
doubting that the old fire still glows in
both him and O’Neill, of whom
McGeady remarked: “This is where he
thrives.He comes alive onmatch days.”
Not long now. “Hopefully it’s not an

anticlimax,” Keane said.

O’Neill’s assistant happy to be judged on qualifying results
George Caulkin Dublin

Drinking it all in: Keane, left, and O’Neill believe they can foster a better sense of purpose than that of the Trapattoni years
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Wembley’s not the problem — it’s the team
Matt Dickinson Chief Sports Correspondent

I
thought rebuilding Wembley
Stadium was a good idea at the
time. I still thought so as I
walked up beneath its spaghetti
arch alongside seven men and an

uninterested dog to watch England
versus Norway.
I will probably still think it’s a good

idea when it is a dusty bowl that has
bankrupted the FA and hosts only
Take That reunion gigs involving a
bald Robbie Williams and a decrepit
Gary Barlow in 2039.
I like the idea of a national stadium

and I certainly did not like the notion
of losing one by turning Wembley
into a hypermarket, although plenty
of others still seem open to the
thought of this historic sporting site
becoming a Primark.
It is not only the England team

who are under fresh criticism this
week, but also Wembley Stadium,
which is seen as part of the problem.
Too big, too expensive, too damned
London.
The odd thing is that many of those

who have volunteered their
complaints would regard themselves
as defenders of football’s heritage.
And what would be worse vandalism
than removing English football from a
site that, for almost 100 years, has
hosted the national team, the FA Cup
Final and a whole lot more besides.
The sparse crowd for the match

against Norway has raised renewed
calls for taking England around the
grounds, a break from Wembley, but
you cannot have your cake and your
Sir Norman Foster arch.
You cannot sell ten-year debentures

at Wembley (try paying for a new
stadium in the world’s most expensive
city without them) and then say that,
actually, we might remove some of
those matches for which individuals
and companies have already shelled
out thousands of pounds.
Playing around the country can

have its upsides, especially if it means
fewer seats to fill when San Marino
are the opposition, but it cannot
happen for practical, financial reasons
and, in any case, this is all a sideshow
(like demanding that players sing the
anthem) to the serious debates to be
had around the national team, such as
finding defensive midfield players and

creating more chances. Does anyone
seriously believe that a short-lived
burst of enthusiasm in Southampton
or Birmingham would have made
England versus Norway an occasion
to savour if it still finished an
unconvincing 1-0?
A mediocre England are mediocre

wherever they play (there is proof
aplenty of that). As for reconnecting
with fans, that comes from playing
constructively, whether the game is
staged in Brent or the Amazon.
For the England squad, Wembley is

their home and it is their job to make
it feel like one. That is not a problem
to be shied away from, but a
challenge. They must set their sights
on filling it, on making the fans come
alive.
Interest in the national team has

always fluctuated (England’s opening
game of the 1966 World Cup finals
against Uruguay was a touts’ worst

nightmare, with thousands of empty
seats), but lay on a purposeful side
and the fans will always return. The
problem lies in a team, not a building.
The argument is put forward that

Wembley itself is a barrier to a
successful national side because it is
draining the game of funds. It is true
that there has been a steep annual
cost since the FA became a
construction company as well as a
governing body.
The FA’s plan was that Wembley

would help to fund the game, but the
point when the organisation could be
sitting on a big asset, and not fretting
over mortgage payments, may be
more than a decade away given
justified concerns over the renewals
of the 17,500 debenture seats by 2017.
That is a concern, yet it does not

hold that England would have much
better footballers if only all that
money had not been spent on

concrete. It should be perfectly
possible to build a new stadium and
apply ourselves intelligently to
improved coaching standards.
More money is not always the cure.

The FA’s most pressing problem is not
increasing its income, but spending
what it has far more wisely when
barely £50million of a £300million
turnover goes to grassroots football
and just as much, ludicrously, to
professional clubs.
Anyone who thinks a lack of

money is the greatest barrier to
English technique has not been
following closely enough.
I like the idea of a national stadium

because it provides a unique stage for
our footballers to aspire to. Also,
because I want London to be the best
city in the world in every sense,
including sport, which is the case
convincingly argued by Simon Inglis
in his new book, Played in London.

Wembley is one of the cornerstones
and, having successfully staged the
Champions League final twice in four
years, the FA is hopeful of hosting the
climactic games of Euro 2020.
Laying on sports events is

something we are very good at.
Of course, we also want an England

team to be proud of, who can reach
the later stages on home soil, and one
aspiration should encourage the
other, the staging of a tournament
fuelling the dreams and ambitions of
fans and players. Wembley has that
special allure.
It is worth reminding ourselves of

that, especially on those nights when
the England team are at a low ebb
and there are rows of empty seats.
Some described it as an ugly sight at a
sparse Wembley, but it was still
infinitely preferable to the
alternatives, such as a housing estate
or a supermarket.

Ugly sight: the upper tier of Wembley displayed empty seats aplenty, but if the England team perform constructively they may be able to reconnect with supporters

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER, GRAHAM HUGHES
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Hodgson was tetchy after
the victory at Wembley

Manager happy in stepping Stones up to the plate in Basle
John Stones, the Everton youngster, is
in line to make a daunting first
competitive appearance for England as
Roy Hodgson ponders retaining a
youthful defensive line-up in the
opening Euro 2016 qualifier away to
Switzerland on Monday.
Hodgson left Phil Jagielka out of the

starting line-up for the 1-0 friendly
victory over Norway on Wednesday,
preferring to deploy Phil Jones, 22, in
central defence and Stones, 20, at right
back.
Stones is regarded primarily as a

central defender, but the England
manager said that he would have no
qualms about using himat right back in

Basle in a match that he acknowledges
is likely to be the most difficult of
England’s qualifying campaign.
When asked whether it would be a

gamble to start with Stones at full back
— and thus with Jones in central
defence, where he is yet to appear in a
competitive match for England —
Hodgson said: “No, no. It would not be
a gamble at all. John came into the
Everton team as a right back . . . but I
have to say his performance against
Norway, certainly defensively, was very
good.
“We are not going to get asmuch out

of him going forward as you would out
of Kyle Walker, who is injured,
because Kyle is an attacking right back,
just like Leighton Baines is an

attacking left back, but [Stones] does go
forward.
“When he gets into those wide

positions with twomen around him, he
isn’t going to skip around the pair of
them in the same way I would expect
Raheem Sterling and Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain would, but he did bring
his straw to the water.”
Jagielka played on England’s

previous trip to Basle, a 3-1 victory

under Fabio Capello in September
2010, but that was when they were
ranked No7 in the world, ten places
above Switzerland. The latest Fifa
rankings have England at No20, their
lowest since before the 1996 European
Championship finals, while Switzer-
land have risen to ninth.
Jagielka, 32, has been Gary Cahill’s

regular defensive partner since John
Terry’s retirement from international
football two years ago, but his age,
plus a difficult start to the season at
Everton, has led Hodgson to consider
whether one of Jones, Chris Smalling,
Jones’s Manchester United team-mate,
or indeed Stones or Calum Chambers,
of Arsenal, might establish himself
sooner rather than later.

Stones said that Jagielka, his Everton
team-mate, had been supportive before
his first start for England in the friendly
against Norway.
“Jags is always talking to me before

the game,” he said. “We’ve been
working hard in training on our shape.
The gaffer has been drilling it into us
about our defensive shape and I think
there were a lot of positives against
Norway.
“We’ve got to put the World Cup

behind us. That was a great start.
Hopefullywecan take that forwardand
keepprogressing.We’ve got to take that
performance, work hard on the
training pitch over the next few days
and hopefully get another win out in
Switzerland.”

Oliver Kay

Hodgson’s
problems are
about more
than a poor
World Cup

R
oy Hodgson is fed up with
the numbers game. “Don’t
hit me with statistics,” he
said onWednesday evening.
Two shots on target, a first

win in six matches, a 50per cent win
rate, the lowest crowd for a home
match since Wembley Stadium was
reopened. This kind of talk, to the
Englandmanager, is totally misleading
— or, as he pronounced in a huddle
with journalists, “absolute f***ing
b******s, I’m sorry.”
“Englandboss in foul-mouthedrant”,

then?No, let us be grown up about this.
There is nothing new, away from the
television cameras and the sponsored
billboards, in hearing a football
manager resort to the vernacular. This
was only unusual because it was
Hodgson, erudite and eloquent, a man
whose response in such circumstances
would ordinarily be to accuse his
inquisitor of “sophistry”.
Hodgson was in a tetchy mood after

England’s 1-0 friendly victory over
Norway on Wednesday night. He was
irked by the amount of time his post-
match media commitments took, leav-
ing little time to see friends and family
before he and his squad departed for
their base in Staffordshire, but he was
alsounhappy, not for the first time,with
the tone of the inquisition.
Hodgson suggested that any nega-

tive assessments on Wednesday’s per-
formance were being based on linger-
ing frustration with England’s short-
lived World Cup campaign. When it
was put to him that he appeared
unhappy with the media reac-
tion, he said: “Listen, I’m en-
titled to, aren’t I? All I’m
saying is, I want to judge
every game as it is.
“We can’t get rid of

the baggage, we can’t
change the fact that we
had a bad World Cup, we
can’t play those games

against Italy and Uruguay
again, but I think you
will have to give me
the entitlement at
least.

“If we had
played badly, if a
lot of our players
had had really
poor performan-
ces, if the quality
of our passing and
movement was

nothing like I wanted
to see, or if our defend-

ing wasn’t as compact, aggressive and
organised as it was for large periods of
games, I would be the first to say so. But
I’m not going to say [it was a poor per-
formance], just because we had a bad
World Cup.”
Here is the thing. Negative assess-

ments of England’s performances and
awkward questions about their long-
term trajectory under Hodgson are
hardly, as he suggests, kneejerk re-
actions to a disappointing World Cup.
Sincehisheartening firstyear in the job,
convincing, uplifting displays and
results have been in short supply.

Even with a diminished pool of
talent, England appear far less than the
sum of their parts. They have won
seven of their past 18matches. Of those
18, perhaps only five — the World Cup
qualifying victories over Moldova
(4-0), Montenegro (4-1) and Poland
(2-0), the 2-2 draw with Brazil in a
friendly and, unusually, the 2-1 defeat
by Italy at the World Cup — have
aroused much optimism.
Apprehension, rather than opti-

mism, surrounds the opening Euro
2016 qualifyingmatch away to Switzer-
land on Monday evening. Hodgson

Shortcomings were evident since
before this summer and the England
manager is kidding himself if he
thinks otherwise, writesOliver Kay

6 Joe Hart, the Manchester City
goalkeeper, has admitted that
England have to win back the
affection of their fans after the
disappointment of the World Cup
finals. “We have not exactly set the
nation alight,” he said. “We are very
grateful 40,000 turned up to support
us because people have gone back to
school [this week] and it was a
Wednesday night kick-off at
Wembley. We are one of the few
nations who play in a 90,000-seat
stadium and it is not always going to
be possible to fill it. A few more
faces would be more than welcome
at the next game.”
Hart added that the retirement of

veterans such as Steven Gerrard and
Frank Lampard has left the England
squad feeling “fresh and exciting”
despite the loss of “such legends”.

Stones is set for his
first competitive
England match

Captain not so fantastic:Rooney’s performance against Norway was a concern, as was his lack of chemistry
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Southgate’s
young lions
prepare for
their play-offs

England Under-21 face Lithuania in
Kaunas tonight knowing that sterner
tests are to come. Similarly, the fixture
in Tiraspol, against Moldova, on Tues-
day,might be viewed as a lull before the
storm.
Having secured top place in group

one, Gareth Southgate’s team can be
forgiven for turning their attention to
next month, when they will have to
negotiate a two-legged play-off to
earn a place at the European
Championship in the Czech Republic
next summer.
England will learn their precise fate

when the play-off draw is made on
September 12, but they can be sure that
their next test will be more difficult.
While these next two fixtures will

give Southgate an opportunity to learn
more about the team he has managed
for ten months, he also has the task of
ensuring that his players are battle-
hardened.
“Portugal are the only ones, like us,

who are already through to the play-
offs,” Southgate said. “But very few of
those countries [who are still to qualify]
are going to face a really top side this
month to prepare them for nextmonth.
We have been talking a lot about what
is needed and the standards required to
be an elite team.Weare trying to create
a culture here.”
When England played in the Toulon

tournament, in May, the idea was to
give the players experience of pivotal
matches. After prevailing from their
group behind Brazil, the eventual
champions, England finished fourth
afterbeingbeaten 1-0byPortugal in the
third-place play-off.
“That’swhywedidwhatwedid in the

summer,” Southgate said, “so that the
players could recognise the level that is
needed and the experiences they are
going to face.
“There are going to be seven or eight

top teams in the draw but you don’t
know who will be strong. For all we
know, Poland could be stronger than
Spain.
“It is difficult to tell with age groups.

Ukraine have had a couple that are
really strong. Surprise nations can get
there because they happen to have a
good crop.”

James McMath

England Under-21 (4-4-2): J Butland — T Blackett,
L Moore, M Keane, L Garbutt — T Ince, N Chalobah,
J Ward-Prowse, N Redmond — D Ings, S Berahino.
Lithuania Under-21 (4-5-1): I Plukas — A Vilkaitis,
V Bagdanavicius, E Girdvainis, M Beneta — T Dapkus,
E Veliulis M Grigaravicius, G Zukauskas, D Norvilas —
D Kazlauskas.
Referee: V Glodjovic (Serbia).

cites Switzerland’s performance at the
World Cup — victories over Ecuador
(2-1) and Honduras (3-0), defeats by
France (5-2) andArgentina (1-0)—and
suggested eight days ago that anyone
taking a dim view of England’s
prospects might be inclined to regard a
draw in Basle as a “fantastic result”.
He was talking about others’ percep-

tions, rather than his own, but then he
followed that on Wednesday night by
suggesting that their approach in Basle
might in somewaysmirrorNorway’s at
Wembley. “Switzerland will need to
beat us,” he said. “If anything, wemight

be Norway on Monday. We might be
pushed back and unable to attack and
dominate for long periods, as we did
tonight.”
Please, no. With an inexperienced

defence and a youngmidfield, England
cannot afford to leave too much space
for the likes of Xherdan Shaqiri to
attack, but neither do they have the
personnel these days to play on the
back foot—an approach that would be
alien to young players such as Jordan
Henderson, Jack Wilshere, Raheem
Sterling, Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain
and Daniel Sturridge. Perhaps today’s

scheduled visit by Dr Steve Peters, the
team’s psychiatrist, will herald a move
towards a bolder mindset.
Tactically, Hodgson and England

must find the right balance in Basle,
something they conspicuously failed to
do in Brazil. If it is feared that
Henderson and Wilshere could be
overrun in midfield, then Hodgson
must consider changing the shape.
For the final 20 minutes or so on

Wednesday, after a quiet Wayne
Rooney was replaced, Hodgson tried a
4-3-1-2 formation with Sterling at the
tip of amidfield diamond, the same role

inwhichhe excelled for Liverpool away
to Tottenham Hotspur on Sunday.
With an extra man in central midfield,
it worked rather well, but Hodgson
urged us not to be swayed bywhat hap-
pened in the closing stages after the
deadlock had finally been broken.
“Even though you’re more excited, I

can tell, by Raheemwhen he came into
the centre, he did a bloody good job out
on the left for an hour,” Hodgson said.
“That was when we weren’t 1-0 up

and theyweren’t on their knees and the
spacesweren’t opening all the time. For
me, it’s about trying toget thebestXIon
the field in a way that will suit us, sure,
but will also give them a chance to play
well.”
Sterling’s output on the left wing was

not the problem on Wednesday. The
frustration was a more general, more
familiar one about a lack of fluency and
cohesion going forward — Rooney’s
performance was a concern, as was,
again, his lack of chemistrywithDaniel
Sturridge — and about the ever-
present feeling that England, lacking
control in midfield and true discipline
and resilience in defence, are at risk of
conceding goals to any remotely
threatening opponents.
Until that changes, until there are

real signs that England are moving in
the right direction and optimisingwhat
talent theyhave, then the grumbleswill
persist.

Henderson enjoys the rapid blossoming of his peer Sterling
Loyalty ensures that Jordan
Henderson does not admit it, but it is
hard to believe that the Liverpool
midfield player is not at least a little
surprised by the speed with which the
skinny teenager he first met only three
years ago has shot to prominence for
club and country.
Henderson says he knew, at first

sight, that Raheem Sterling would be a
star. Even he cannot have imagined,
though, that he would go supernova
quite so quickly.
The 19-year-old was one of just a

handful of Roy Hodgson’s players to
emerge from the gloom of Brazil with
his reputation enhanced and the

suspicion thathe is the standard-bearer
for England’s new generation was
reinforced by a man-of-the-match
display against Norway at Wembley
on Wednesday. Amid the tedium,
Sterling’s every touch was a jolt of
electricity.
That is a measure of how far the

Jamaican-born forward has come since
Henderson first encountered himupon
his own arrival on Merseyside. Then,
Sterling was just 16, invited to go from
Liverpool’s academy at Kirkby to train
with the club’s senior players. “You
knew straightaway,” Henderson said.
“You could see he had the mentality to
be a top player.
“He has been outstanding since he

has come into the England first team.

He was outstanding in both games at
the World Cup. For a 19-year-old to
play on the world stage like that was
magnificent. He continues to do it for
Liverpool every week and he is very
level-headed for a young lad.Hopefully
he cankeep improving. If hekeeps
working hard, with the players
and manager he has at
Liverpool he can kick on.”
Asked to identify what

makes Sterling so special,
Henderson homes in on
his lack of fear and the
wisdom that belies his
age: Sterling is now as
effective as a wide
player or in a central
playmaking role.

“His football brain is not as young
as he is,” he says. “He is really
clever with his positioning. He
drives forward with the ball. He
plays with no fear. He just wants

to get the ball and run at
people and take them
on.”

The question — for
both club and
country — is now
how to get the best
out of a player who,

if nurtured correctly, could become the
finest representative of his generation.
Brendan Rodgers has deployed him on
both wings at Liverpool — the
traditional slot for young, quick players
—but increasingly seems to prefer him
as a No10 at the tip of a diamond
midfield, allowing him more influence.
“He is brilliant in both positions,”

Henderson said. “When he is wide, he
can go in behind, come short, take
players on one against one, like he did
for the penalty [against Norway]. That
was a plus when he was wide, but when
he went to 10, he got a little bit more of
the ball and can drive forwardwith it. It
is vital that he can play both of them so
well. It means if we play different
tactics, he can adapt.”

Rory Smith

Exclusive to members

Don’t miss any
of the action
Watch every Premier
League goal from your
team this season
Match-by-match video
archive on our
club-by-club pages
Plus news, tables &
fixtures in our match
centre

Worth a punt
Watch the goal that
earned Asmir Begovic
a place in the
Guinness World
Records
On tablet and online

thetimes.co.uk/sport

with Sturridge, his strike partner, leaving England with much to do to restore the public’s confidence in the national team

ADAM DAVY/PA

Varying role: the big
question for club
and country with
regard to Sterling is
about his position
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E N O X Y E M
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L K H I R

U P T O E A R R I N G S
R T I A D N E

B A C H E L O R C A S H
N L W S I
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1 Support second article, ignoring
first (4)

4 Minister’s worship shortened after
collect cut by bishop (10)

9 Out-of-date bread primarily
feeding one bird or another (6,4)

10 Give up every bit, nearly (4)
11 Slowmovement from a soldier in

trouble (6)
12 Government department put tax

on small cars (8)
14 Junkie displaying heartless conduct

(4)
15 Participant number one rejected

bondage (10)
17 Lands missed at sea going round

bay (10)
20Gang of four in parliament

sometimes backing the majority (4)
21 Attractive Scot finally stops

working as locum (8)
23Merit, distinction or different result

(6)
24Utter highly offensive order (4)
25 Sorry, explorer’s in middle of

Paraguay— call back (10)
26 Potential slogan for acne treatment

was just right (3,3,4)
27 Person joining bank (4)

2 Solicitor with case in action almost
immediately from abroad (4,2,5)

3 Male horse included in sinister
collection of beasts (9)

4 What the uncaring don’t give when
a learner comes in stumped (2,1,4)

5 Moore’s followers collect flowers
put in ground previously (10,5)

6 Put a stop to what’s prayed for
before toast? (7)

7 Daughter wrong about bachelor’s
question (5)

8 Cross beam spanning two junctions
(5)

13 Appalling crime over, so good hotel
will offer it (4,7)

16 He goes into false estimate,
regardless of a worker’s schedule
(4,5)

18 Nameless outlaw joining European
contingent (7)

19 Exhausted troops not half exposed
(4,3)

21 Burn rubbish written about church
(5)

22 Impressionist was determined to
put down English (5)
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Van Gaal given
green light to
keep spending
Louis van Gaal has been told that he
can carry on spending, with Manches-
ter United adamant that another
splurge in the transfer market will not
compromise the manager’s commit-
ment to blooding young players.

United have spent about £150million
on six new signings this summer, but it
emerged last night that Van Gaal has
been given the green light to bring in
more reinforcements in January as the
club seek to limit the risk of another
season without Champions League
football.

Van Gaal is expected to make an offer
for Kevin Strootman, provided the
£30million-rated Roma and Holland
midfielder demonstrates signs of a
successful recovery from the cruciate
ligament injury suffered in March that
ruled him out of the World Cup finals in
Brazil.

Strootman, 24, is not expected back
until November, but despite Roma’s
attempts to ramp up the price — Rudi
Garcia, the coach, is claiming that it
would take €100million (about £79mil-
lion) to prise the midfielder away — the
Italian club are thought to accept that it
could be difficult to keep the player.

United’s inquiries about signing Mats
Hummels were given short shrift by
Borussia Dortmund this summer,
although a fresh approach for the Ger-
many centre half next year is possible,

despite Van Gaal’s confidence that
Marcos Rojo, a £15.8million purchase
from Sporting Lisbon, will develop into
a world-class defender.

United admitted that their spending
— which included a British record
£59.7million deal for Ángel Di María,
the Argentina winger — was a reaction,
in part, to finishing seventh last season,
failure to qualify for the Champions
Leaguehavingcost theclub£35million,
and said that they would not hesitate to
write another huge cheque.

Yet they strongly dismissed
suggestions that the move, combined
with the £16million sale of Danny
Welbeck to Arsenal and Tom
Cleverley’s loan switch to Aston Villa,
signalled a “dismantling” of the club’s
traditions of giving youth an opportu-
nity to shine.

United were keen to stress that James
Wilson, Tyler Blackett, Reece James
and Jesse Lingard had all been
promoted to the first-team squad by
Van Gaal and that of the manager’s
35-man squad, 21 players are under the
age of 25 and 14 are English.

Van Gaal sanctioned a loan deal for
Radamel Falcao, the Colombia striker,
only 24 hours before the close of the
transfer window on Monday, but his
willingness to allow both Welbeck and
Javier Hernández to leave stemmed
from his determination to promote
Wilson to the role of fourth-choice
striker behind Falcao, Robin van Persie
Continued on page 60

James Ducker
Northern Football Correspondent

Exclusive extract: Read about Bobby Moore and his drinking in a brilliant new book about the World Cup hero, pages 58-59

Friday September 5 2014 | the timesFriday September 5 2014 | the times

GERRY CRANHAM/OFFSIDE

www.boerse.to
www.boerse.to


