
The Queen at the Braemar Highland games at the weekend as a poll was published showing the Yes campaign in the lead

Terse palace response rebukes politicians over calls for monarch to intervene

Buckingham Palace has taken the
unprecedented step of warning
politicians not to drag the Queen into
the battle over Scottish independence.
In unusually forceful language

betraying signs of irritation at the high-
est level, a palace spokesman rejected
calls from MPs, including Labour’s
Simon Danczuk and the Tory Henry
Bellingham, for the monarch to inter-
vene tohelp tokeep theUnion together.
“The sovereign’s constitutional

impartiality is an established principle
of our democracy and one which the
Queen has demonstrated throughout
her reign.As such themonarch is above

politics and those in political office
have a duty to ensure that this remains
the case,” a spokesman said.
“Any suggestion that the Queen

wouldwish to influence the outcome of
the current referendum campaign is
categorically wrong. Her Majesty is
firmly of the view that this is a matter
for the people of Scotland.”
Sir John Major intervenes today in

the referendum debate, warning that
Britain is more likely to leave the EU
and lose its seat on the United Nations
Security Council if Scotland backs
independence.
Writing in The Times, the former

Tory prime minister lays the blame for
the crisis at the door of the last Labour
government, implicitly blaming Gor-
don Brown a day after he was brought
to the heart of the campaign to save the
Union. His comments are likely to
reopen divisions asDavidCameron, Ed
Miliband andNick Clegg try to present
a united front in Scotland today amid
rising panic in Westminster.
Labour, along with the Scottish

Nationalists, “have fed a divisive narra-

tive that has bitten deep, ignoring the
revolution in Scottish living standards
brought about, in large part, by
Conservative policies,” Sir John writes.
“It would be ironic indeed if Scotland

voted for separation, andLabour lost all
its significant representation in the
House of Commons. If this comes to

pass, no one should weep for them.”
He urges the parties not to underesti-
mate the consequences of separation.
“The UK would be weaker in every

international body and, most damag-
ingly, within the EU. Our chance of
reforming theEUwouldbediminished,
and the risk of our exit from it

enhanced. Britain’s place as a member
of the permanent five of the UNwould
no longer be viable. Moreover, if
Scotland were to break away from the
UK, the calls for independence in
Wales would surely grow.
“The loss of Scotland would lead to

Continued on page 7, col 2
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UKforces
want three
new bases
to fight Isis
Deborah Haynes Defence Editor

Britain is looking to establish three
military bases in the Middle East to
help to contain the threat posed by
Islamic State, The Times understands.
The enhanced presence in the

United Arab Emirates, Oman and
Bahrainwould enable the armed forces
toconductmore trainingexerciseswith
friendly militaries in the region as part
of a long-term plan to stabilise an area
that is considered a growing threat to
the West.
The move marks an important shift

in posture as British combat operations
end in Afghanistan and UK forces
withdraw from permanent bases in
Germany. Hundreds of soldiers, sailors
and airmen at a time would rotate
through the region.
It comes as Islamic State (Isis)

extends its reign of terror across Iraq
andSyria, beheadingnon-believersand
western journalists as it advances.
There have been expectations of an

announcement about the new position
from Downing Street for months but
that has yet to materialise.
“You could see an infantry battalion

based in al-Minhad, being able to train
alongside the Emirates,” a defence
source said, referring to the location of
the planned UAE base.
Britainalreadyuses the largeal-Min-

hadairbasenearDubai asa stagingpost
for troops flying in and out of Afghan-
istan,making it the obvious choice for a
more permanent presence.
Also under consideration is a train-

ing post inOman, similar to an existing
training camp in Kenya, where six
infantry battalions a year conduct
six-week exercises.
The Royal Navy is hopeful that port

facilities in Bahrain, which already
hosts British mine-hunters as part of a
multinational operation in the region,
will be expanded to facilitate larger
warships and more sailors.
Michael Clarke, director of the Royal

United Services Institute think-tank,
said that the military had been moving
gradually in these three directions dur-
ing the past two years as commanders
looked ahead to how the armed forces
could best be used post-Afghanistan.
“The effect is that we are making a

strategic adjustment, which is in my
Continued on page 4, col 3

Don’t dragme into this
debate, says the Queen

Interest rate warning
Mark Carney, the Governor of
the Bank of England, has
warned the TUC that workers
face a rise in mortgage costs
before their wages rise in real
terms next summer. Page 2

Arctic wreck found
One of two Royal Navy ships
that vanished in the Arctic
more than 160 years ago
while searching for the fabled
northwest passage has been
found largely intact. Page 3

Free-range suffering
Free-range hens suffer from
higher rates of disease, injury
and early death than battery
farmed birds, according to
scientists from the University
of Edinburgh. Page 14

Rotherham threats
A Home Office researcher
feared for her life after being
threatened by police over her
attempts to expose widespread
sex-grooming in Rotherham,
MPs were told. Page 12

Airline seeks cuts
Monarch Airlines is in talks
with unions about swingeing
cuts to salaries and pensions
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after the withdrawal of its
billionaire backers. Page 29
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Workers won’t enjoy pay rises
until 2016, warns Bank chief
Lucy Fisher Political Correspondent

The cost of borrowing will increase
before workers benefit from a real
increase in their wages, the governor of
the Bank of England said yesterday.
Mark Carney said that interest rates

were likely to rise from their record low
of 0.5 per cent in the spring of next year,
possibly before the general election in
May.
At the annual conference of the

Trades Union Congress in Liverpool,
he warned delegates that inflation-
proof wage increases would not arrive
until the following summer, indicating
a financial squeeze on homeowners
with mortgages.
Predicating more robust wage

increases as the economic recovery
continues, he said that annual pay rises
of 4 per cent can be expected from2017.
Mr Carney stressed that interest rate

increases would be gradual. “The pre-
cise timingof the first rate rise is less im-
portant than our expectation that,
when rates do begin to rise, those in-
creases are likely to be gradual and
limited,” he said. “Rates will go up only

as far and as fast as is consistent with
price stability as part of a durable
expansion, with themaximum sustain-
able level of employment.
“For a variety of reasons ranging

from the weakness in the euro area, to
the ongoing repair of household bal-
ance sheets, we are not expecting inter-
est rates to head back to the levels seen
before the Great Recession.”
He explained that slack in the labour

market at present meant rates would
have to rise to achieve the Bank’s stated
aim of keeping inflation at 2 per cent.
“If interest rates were to follow the

path expected bymarkets— that is, be-
ginning to increase by the spring and
thereafter rising very gradually — in-
flationwould settle at around2per cent
by the end of the forecast and a further
1.2 million jobs would have been
created.”He added: “In otherwords, we
would achieve our mandate.”
Paul Kenny, general-secretary of the

GMB union, said interest rates should
remain low until workers achieved pay
rises. “The Bank has to recognise that
there is some way to go before GDP per
head recovers to pre-recession levels.

Much of the growth since is due to dem-
ographic factors. The increase in popu-
lationmeansGDPperhead is still 5.7per
cent below 2007 levels. This is the root
cause of average earnings being down
13.8 per cent in real terms since then.”
Mr Carney praised the attitudes of

British workers, acknowledging the
willingness of many to accept pay cuts
and reduced shifts after the 2008 reces-
sion.
“There is a clear danger of a mis-

placed if not lost generation of workers
in the euro area and in the US. Britain’s
labour force and trade unions deserve
great credit for ensuring that this risk is
much lower in the UK,” he said.
Frances O’Grady, general secretary

of the TUC, praised Mr Carney’s
speech. She said: “Mark Carney recog-
nised the pain felt by British workers
frompay cuts deeper thanany since the
1920s, and he was clear that Britain de-
serves a pay rise.”
She added: “His caution on interest

rates may have been carefully phrased,
but showed he understood the worries
of households hit by the living stan-
dards squeeze.”

Britons more optimistic about economy
Devika Bhat Washington

Optimism over the economy has risen
more in Britain than in any other
nation over the past year, according to
a study.
Some43 per cent of theBritish public

consider the economic climate at home
to be good compared with just 15 per
cent in 2013, the Pew Research Centre
in Washington found.
The leap of 28 percentage points is

the largest increase in any of the 44
countries surveyed for the report.
Within the EU, only Germany is

more positive, with 85 per cent satisfied
with the economic situation.
Similarly, Britain tops the list of de-

veloped economies when it comes to

expectations for the future. Some 45
per cent predict the economy will pick
up over the next year— a 23-point rise
in economic optimism since 2013.
The rise of British optimism is partic-

ularly strikingwhencomparedwith the
US,where 35per centofAmericans feel
positive about the future compared
with 44 per cent last year, despite the
nation’s economy improving and out-
performing much of Europe.
“The performance of the British eco-

nomy in the last year has certainly had
an impact on public opinion in a way
you sometimes don’t see,” said Bruce
Stokes, director of global economic at-
titudes at Pew.
Hesaid suchoptimismcould result in

a further boost for the British economy,

whereas the US could be adversely af-
fected by the negative mood.
“People [in the US] have certainly

lost some hope for the future. That af-
fects your economic behaviour,” he
said. “People spend less, they save
more, maybe they don’t invest. It’s a
self-fulfilling prophecy.”
The findings come amid general eco-

nomic gloom around the world. The
Greeks view their economy in themost
negative light, with 97 per cent judging
conditions to be bad followed by 96 per
cent in Italy and 93 per cent in Spain.
The mood has darkened in much of

in LatinAmerica too,with fewer people
than last year in Brazil, Argentina and
Venezuela voicing satisfaction with the
economy.

Patients wake
during surgery

Surge in university places
fails to boost literacy skills

England’s rapid expansionofuniversity
access has not been matched by higher
skills among graduates, an inter-
national study has found.
While the proportion of adultswith a

degree or other post-school qualifica-
tions has increased, literacy standards
have remained largely static.
TheOECD, in its annual comparison

of school and university outcomes, said
that Britain had passed a milestone
with more people going on to univers-
ity-level education than not going be-
yond school qualifications for the first
time. Yet while other graduate-led eco-
nomies had a corresponding rise in
higher-level adult literacy, this did not
occur in England or Northern Ireland.
TheOECD’s data showed that 41 per

cent of adults had a tertiary-level quali-
fication in 2012, up from 26 per cent in
2000. Among young people aged 25-34
theproportionwas still higher, at 48per
cent, whereas amongolder people aged
55-64 the figure was 33 per cent.
A separate OECD survey of adult

skills in developed countries, however,
found thatonly25per centof graduates
in England and Northern Ireland per-

formed well at higher levels of reading
and writing.
6Class sizes in English schools are
among the largest in the developed
world, the OECD said. The average
class had 18.8 children, with a ratio of
14.2 for each teacher. The figures do not
include teaching assistants. The aver-
age class size in the OECD was 17.8
children.

Greg Hurst Education Editor Graduate skills

Percentage of graduates scoring at
highest levels of proficiency in literacy
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At least 150 patients a year wake during
surgery, withmany feeling as if they are
being tortured or “buried alive”, the
Royal College of Anaesthetists says.
Almost half of patients who experi-

ence“accidentalawareness”duringgen-
eral anaesthetics go on to develop long-
termpsychological problemssuchasde-
pression, nightmares, anxiety and even
post-traumatic stress disorder, accord-
ing to the largest study of its kind, which
recommended that patients undergoing
surgery should be warned that they
could wake up feeling paralysis.
Obese patients and mothers having

caesarean sections are the most likely
to wake during surgery because of
problems getting drug doses right, the
researchers found. They urged check-
lists to cut downerrors andbetter useof
paralysing medicines.
The study, which looked at 3 million

operations, found that patients could be
proved to have been awake during one
in every 19,000.
Jaideep Pandit, who led the research,

said patients described the paralysis as
“like entombment or being buried alive.
Many thought they were dying.”

Chris Smyth
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Diamond mine throws up another £9m treasure

The Cullinan diamond mine in South
Africa once produced the world’s
biggest diamond, cut to become the
centrepiece of the Crown Jewels.
Now its 500m-deep shafts havegiven

up another breathtaking stone. Said to
be of exceptional beauty, it is expected
to draw bids of $15 million (£9 million)
— and will lead to hopes that there
could be more to come.
In 1905 the mine in the foothills

above Pretoria produced the Cullinan
Diamond, a four-inch monster in the

rough, weighing more than 3,000 car-
ats. It was cut into the 530-carat Great
Star of Africa which sits in the royal
sceptre, eight other big gems and 96
smaller stones.
The same mine, operated by Petra

Diamonds, a company listed on the
LondonStockExchange, has givenupa
232-carat rough diamond. It is the size
ofa large strawberry, butwhat it lacks in
bulk it makes up for in quality.
It has been rated D colour Type II,

meaning it is close to flawless and
see-through. Quite what it is worth is
uncertain. “It depends on who the buy-

er is and then on how it cuts or how it is
cut,”a spokesman for the company said.
“City analysts are estimating anything
between $10 million and $15 million.”
Nowit isup to interestedparties—usu-
ally Arab potentates and wealthy Chi-
nese — to place secret electronic bids,
before it probably ends upwith a dealer
in Antwerp, Tel Aviv or New York.
Five years ago the Cullinan Heritage

was sold for $35 million, the most ever
paid for a rough diamond.
The mine also produced the pear-

shaped gem given to Elizabeth Taylor
by Richard Burton.

Robert Lea Industrial Editor

Franklin’s
ghost ship
discovered
beneath
Arctic sea
After 160 years, the mysterious fate
of a naval expedition swallowed by
the ice is solved, reports Rhys Blakely

HULTON ARCHIVE / GETTY; PARKS CANADA / AP

There had been tantalising clues over
the decades: stories passed down by
generations of Inuits of a ghost ship
drifting south; a note scribbled by a
desperate hand and discovered years
later ina tin can, tellinghowtheexpedi-
tion had become imprisoned in ice.
Not until yesterday, however, was

one of marine archaeology’s greatest
mysteries solved, when Canada
announced that one of twoRoyal Navy
ships that vanished in the Arctic more
160 years ago had finally been found.
The HMS Erebus and HMS Terror

had been carrying 128 crew, led by the
explorer Sir John Franklin. He had
sailed fromBritain in 1845 to search for
the Northwest Passage, a route con-
necting the Atlantic and Pacific that
had eluded mariners from the time of
Sir Francis Drake.
The disappearance of the ships

prompted one of history’s great rescue
efforts, leading to vast tracts of theArc-
tic being charted for the first time.
In 1850 three graves of crewmen

were found on Beechey Island, a harsh
expanse of ice on what is now Canada’s
northernmost territory. The find sug-
gested that the crew had abandoned
their ice-bound ships, that they had
possibly been poisoned by the lead
soldering from food cans or the
ships’ pipes, and that they may
have resorted to cannibalism.
However, itwasonlyonSun-

day that one of the ships was
finally found, when a remotely
operated submarine located a
vessel standing upright on the
seabed.
Speaking in Ottawa yesterday, Ste-

phen Harper, Canada’s prime minister

said that it was unclear
which ship itwas, but that
there was enough evi-
dence to be sure that it
came from the Franklin
expedition. The location is

being withheld, but the wreck
is said to be largely intact.

Andre Bernier,
chief of the
underwater ar-
chaeology team,
toldTheToronto

Star: “There are
some deck
planks missing
and you can see
openings on the
deck and the
hatchways.
And there’s a
lot of debris
around . . .
including

two bronze cannon . . . proof that it’s not
an ordinary ship. The dimensions are
confirmed. Everything is confirmed.”
The breakthrough was the finding of

an iron fitting from a Franklin ship, re-
cently recovered from a beach east of
Victoria Island, off the northern coast
of the Arctic territory of Nunavut.
The hunk of iron was about 43cm

(17in) longandstampedwith the “broad
arrow” mark used to denote Royal Na-
vy property. It was recovered by
archaeologists searching by aircraft.
The object’s weight meant that it

would not have travelled far from the
shipwreck, narrowing down the search
area. The find also confirmed 19th-
century Inuit tales describing a ship-
wreck to the south of King William
Island, officials said.
Mr Harper said finding the ship rep-

resented “truly a historic moment for
Canada. This has been a great Canadi-
anmystery and the subject of scientists,
historians, writers and singers, so I
think we really have an important day
in mapping the history of our country.”
Canada is seeking to assert its sover-

eignty over the Northwest Passage,
where melting Arctic ice has unlocked
the shipping route thatFranklin sought.
It is hoped that the discovery will

shed more light on what happened to
the voyage. It is believed that the ships
were lost in 1848 after they became
locked in the ice near King William
Island, and that the crews abandoned
them.
MrHarpersaid: “Finding the firstves-

sel will no doubt provide the momen-
tum necessary to locate its sister ship
andfindoutmoreaboutwhathappened
to the Franklin expedition’s crew.”

Beechey Island

CANADA

US

Northwest
passage

200
miles

Buyers of the gem
will have to place a
secret electronic bid

Sir John
Franklin’s
expedition in
search of the
Northwest
Passage ended
when his two
ships became
icebound. Right,
a sonar image
of the newly
found wreckage
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Nursery school pays off
Children who go to nursery
school will earn on average
£27,000 more in their lifetime
than those who go straight into
the classroom at four, according
to a study. The Effective Pre-
school, Primary and Secondary
Education project also found that
those with two years of nursery
education scored 51 points more
in their GCSEs, equivalent to a
higher grade in eight subjects.

Arrest over stabbing
A 36-year-old man has been
arrested in Southampton on
suspicion of murder by police
investigating the multiple
stabbing of a woman while she
was tending to her horses in the
New Forest. The body of Pennie
Davis, 47, from Blackfield,
Hampshire, was found in a
paddock near Beaulieu last week.

Badger night protest
Members of the Somerset Badger
Patrol, armed with night-vision
goggles, have disrupted the cull in
fields around Monksilver. Strict
guidelines mean that marksmen
taking part in the second stage of
the badger cull, aimed at
eradicating bovine TB in cattle,
must put down their weapons if
there are people in the vicinity.

Appeal to charities
The Times is seeking applications
for its 2014 Christmas Appeal.
Charities that have found
innovative and practical solutions
to challenging humanitarian
problems are particularly
appealing to our readers. If this
sounds like your organisation,
please send a short submission,
with examples of your work, to
Craig Tregurtha, Managing
Editor, The Times, 1 London
Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF.
Applications close on September
22. For more details, please visit
thetimes.co.uk/timesappeal

1. Selfish Scots don’t know how
lucky they are
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Harvest Moon The last so-called supermoon of the year hangs over Glastonbury
Tor in Somerset. It appears bigger than a normal moon because it happens to be
at its fullest at the same time as it reaches the closest point in its orbit to Earth

STEPHEN SPRAGGON / ALAMY LIVE NEWS

Second British voice
found on video of
jihadist beheading
A second English-speaking jihadist has
been identified in the video recording
of an American hostage’s beheading,
according to scientific analysis.
The words “Death to them” and

“Yeah” can be heard off camera in the
recording of Steven Sotloff’s last
moments,whichwas releasedonlineby
Islamic State, the study found.
A leading audio expert said that he

was certain the background voice did
notbelong to themainmilitant, dressed
all in black and wielding a knife, who
appears on camera with the kidnapped
journalist. His role in Mr Sotloff’s
murder, and the threat to kill a British
hostage has triggered an international
manhunt.
“Some 1.8 seconds after the final

words [“leave our people alone”] of the
speaker dressed in black , a background
voice makes a short utterance consist-
ent with the phrase in English: ‘Death
to them’,” said a report by the expert,
whowascommissionedbyTheTimes to
analyse theSotloff videoand theearlier
online film of James Foley’s murder.
Offering fresh analysis of the fighter

in the recordings, dubbed Jihadi John,
right, the expert said he believed him to
be under 30. English appeared to be his
first language, with an accent from
the southeast, but he pronounced
certain words, such as Iraqi place
names, in away that could indicate
his parents or grandparents came
from the Middle East.
The expert noted similarities

between speeches by Jihadi
John and British rebels in
other martyrdom videos,
such as those recorded by
the men convicted in
London in 2009 of a foiled
transatlantic bomb plot.
“The speech on both sam-

pleswas fluent,withno filled
pauses [umsorers],” said the
analyst, whohasworked for
British police forces and the
FBI. “[It] was dominated by
multiple emphatic stresses.

These emphasised syllables [in both
videos] were found to systematically
‘line up’ with head movements and
thrusting actions of [the] knife held in
themale’s lefthand.”The typeof speech
“resembles martyrdom videos in other
cases and it is possible that this didactic
style has identifiable origins”.
Similarities in tone and gestures can

be found in videos producedbyAbdulla
Ahmed Ali, the ringleader in a 2006
plot to blow up transatlantic jets with
home-made liquid explosives, and
several of his accomplices.
In both videos, the jihadist appears

with a black scarf around his face,
concealing all but his eyes. Thismade it
difficult forobservers tobe sure that the
English voice belonged to the man in
the video, but the audio expert said he
was as certain as he could be that the
words were uttered at the time of
recording by the jihadist.
“Based [on] striking corresponden-

ces in voice quality, pitch, metrical
properties of speech [rhythm], fluency,
lexical choice, accent, and details of
pronunciation the speaker dressed in
black is highly likely to be the same
person on [the two videos],” the report
said.
No evidence of vocal disguise or

other manipulation was found.
The jihadist’s voice had some
features of so-called “street-talk”
or “blackBritishEnglish”.He also
did not pronounce the “r” sound
in phrases, which could indicate
the influence of non-native

British English speakers.
“Although this
phonetic profile was
compared with
accents from
around the
Middle East [the
source consid-
ered most likely],
the linguistic

origin of the non-UK
features was not
identified,” the report
said.
Roger Boyes, page 26

MoD plans
new bases in
Middle East
Continued from page 1
view quite sensible,” Professor Clarke
said. “But it is not something that I
think has come from Downing Street.
This has come through the armed
forces working it out.”
The British presence will not be

anything like the sprawling bases
established in Iraq andAfghanistan but
would insteadbewhatProfessorClarke
described as “smart footprints”.
The shift towards the Gulf was con-

ceived before the threat of Islamic State
fully materialised. It was part of a push
by the Ministry of Defence to offer
pre-emptive training to countries to
strengthen their ability to maintain
their own security. Britain also has a lot
of economic interests in the region,
which it wants to secure.
However, a sudden need to stop the

spreadof Islamist extremismmakes the
planevenmore important, experts said.
Sir Jeremy Greenstock, a former

British ambassador to the United

Nations, said that the presence of
British troops in the Gulf would help to
deter Islamic State from trying to
expand its reach.
“It will also make it more difficult for

some internal cell inBahrainorUAEor
wherever to think they can have a go at
the local government if they see some
highly trained and capable people
standing alongside the government,”
he said. “It all tends towards stabilising
the situation for these quite vulnerable
states because they are so small.”
France is also looking to expand its

presence in the Gulf, according to Pro-
fessor Clarke. He said that the United
States welcomed the move as it shifted
its focus towards Asia. “They would
like Britain and France to do more
backfilling in places like the Gulf.”
Al-Minhad, which also plays host to

RAF fast jets, has already been devel-
oped and expanded to accommodate
Britishmilitary personnel and is ideally
located for desert training.
AnMoD spokeswoman said that the

department was “looking at its future
engagement in the region, including
options for ourmilitary presence in the
Gulf. This work is still in development
and no final decisions have yet
been made”.
Leading article, page 20
Arab states told to take up fight, page 22

Gove says antisemitism is
sign of the terror to come
Laura Pitel Political Correspondent

Rising antisemitism across Europe is a
harbinger of the growing threat posed
by Islamist extremists, Michael Gove
has said.
In his first speech since becoming

chief whip, the former education secre-
tary said that hewas alarmedbya surge
in the number of attacks on Jews.
He said it was “an obvious early

manifestation of the growing threat”
from people “who care nothing for
peace, democracy or British values”.
“We know that in the twisted world

view of Islamist extremists, antisemi-
tism is a central strand, but we also
know that when Islamist extremists
embrace violence they have us all in
their sights,” he said in anaddress to the
Holocaust Educational Trust.
The prime minister is reported to be

considering supporting US airstrikes
against Islamic State in Iraq and Syria.
Mr Gove said that “we are all in this
together” when it comes to Islamic ex-
tremism. The threat required “a robust

approach”. His remarks came as an 18-
year-old female jihadist condemned
David Cameron for “waging wars”
against Muslims and said that she
wanted his “head on a spike”.
The woman, who calls herself Umm

Khattab and claims to be aBriton living
in the Syrian town of Raqqa, an Islamic
State stronghold, has called for the Isis
flag to be raised over Downing Street.

She said that she did not care about
threats to remove the citizenship of
those who go to join Islamic State.
“I really do not understand why

Britain is threatening to remove our
citizenship,” shewrote in aTwitter post,
saying that it was “actually quiet [sic]
laughable.”

Deborah Haynes Defence Editor
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I feel old, says Harry, as he draws on Invictus spirit

Prince Harry admitted
yesterday that he was
feeling his age as he

faced the climax of one of
the biggest challenges of
his life, the staging of the
Invictus Games in London
(Valentine Low writes).
The prince, who turns

30 next Monday, spent the
eve of the games at the
wheel of a Jaguar F-type
as he joined competitors
taking part in a driving
challenge that saw the
awarding of the first
medals of the event.
Harry, who has spent

the past few months

organising the games for
injured servicemen and
women, was asked how he
would celebrate his
birthday. He replied
“probably by this”.
He spoke as he

presented the first medals
for a driving challenge at
Jaguar Land Rover in
Gaydon, Warwickshire.
The event came before

today’s official opening
ceremony of the games, in
which about 400
competitors from 13
nations will compete in
nine sports. Harry
presented gold, silver and

bronze medals to
Australia, Germany and
Holland after they took on
eight other nations in the
driving challenge.
He admitted that he had

some “sleepless nights” in
the run-up to the event,
which he conceived after
visiting the Warrior
Games in the United
States.
Asked about his

birthday, he admitted:
“I’m slowly starting to feel
old.” He added, however:
“I don’t feel too old, I
think I am always young at
heart. Surrounding myself
with these guys and girls
does keep me young.”
Last night, the games’

I AM logo was projected
on the front of
Buckingham Palace.

Happy grandfather
admits he’s hoping
for a girl this time
Valentine Low

Most grandparents say they are thrilled
and leave it at that.ThePrinceofWales,
however, was left a hostage to fortune
yesterday when he said he hoped that
his latest grandchild would be a girl.
The prince, speaking at an engage-

ment on a south London industrial
estate, said that he was “happy” and
“thrilled” at thenews that theDukeand
Duchess of Cambridge were expecting
their second child.
So far, so good. But then, as he left,

Charles chatted to wellwishers who
had gathered, including Corey John-
son, 36. Mr Johnson offered his con-
gratulations to the prince on becoming
agrandfather, towhichCharles replied:
“I am already!” He continued: “But it’s
wonderful to have another one. I’m
looking forward to it—but Ihope itwill
be a girl this time.”
Mr Johnson, from Brixton, south

London, replied: “That’s a bit biased!”
to which Charles laughed.
Aides had indicated that

Charles, whowas on a visit to
a Prince’s Trust project in
Bermondsey, would be
unlikely to talk about
the pregnancy as his
daughter-in-law was at
such an early stage, but he
couldn’t resist a few words.
When Toying Owoseje,

26, shook the prince’s hand
and offered her congratu-
lations the prince said skit-
tishly: “What did I do?” He
added: “It’s not here yet!”
before continuing: “No, it’s
wonderful. We are very happy.
It’s splendid, very exciting.”
Whether the duchess wants

a boy or a girl, she is not saying.

However, according to friends, she is
planning to have at least three children
and wants them before she is 35.
Kensington Palace made the an-

nouncement on Monday before she
had her 12-week scan because she is
suffering from acute morning sickness.
Assuming the new baby is born

around April or May — the palace has
not announced the due date — there
will be an age gap of about 22 months
between Prince George, who was born
in July 2013, and his younger sibling.
The duchess has told friends that she

would like “at least” three children to
give Prince George and her second
baby the chance of having the sort of
family environment she had. William
has said in the past that he would be
happy to have two children but he
would not be the first husband in
history to be overruled.
The duchess is famously close to her

family, and in particular her siblings
Pippa and James, and the couple chose

for George to spend time with his
Middletongrandparents inBuck-
lebury within days of his birth.

At least one punter believes
that the duchess will get her
three children by the time she
is 33. The bookmaker Coral
halved the odds on her
having twins after a cus-
tomerplacedabetof £1,000
at 20-1.
The favourite for the

name of the baby is Philip
if it is a boy, according to
Paddy Power, or Victoria,
Mary or Elizabeth — joint

favourites — for a girl. Coral
has Alexandra as favourite
for a girl and James for a boy.

It is not known whether
the duchess will be well
enough to attend the open-
ing ceremony of the Invictus
Games in London tonight.

The duchess has been
suffering morning sickness

Eyes right: Prince Harry watches the action at the Jaguar Landrover driving
challenge, first event of the Invictus Games. Right, meeting the competitors

CHRIS JACKSON / GETTY IMAGES
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an anti-Tory vote. This is isn’t about pol-
itics. It’s about breaking up a nation.”
While Mr Fisken has decided not to

have a “No Thanks” poster in his
window, other Unionists are far more
visible. Ken Drew, an architect, and his
neighbours have draped a huge Union
Jack from their 19th-century tenement
block in Edinburgh’s New Town.
MrDrew, 57, thinks theNo campaign

will triumph by the “skin of the teeth”,
but is alarmed by the depth of the divi-
sion the debate has created. “I’m very
worried about what the result might
bring,” he said. “Either way, Scotland
will not beahappier place.Therewill be
consequences.”
In Morningside, Jill Stephenson,

professor emerita of modern German
history at the University of Edinburgh,
deplores the reluctance to trumpet
basic freedoms that exist in Britain. She
points out that Spain, faced by a Cata-
lonian independence movement, has
not granted a referendum.

Britain stands for around the world,
freedom and liberty, our tolerance,
democracy, even down to sense of
humour. These are shared attributes.”
While he accepts thatGordonBrown

has a role to play, his late appearance
combined with the re-emergence of
devo max, seems panicky. Worse, Mr
Fisken, who owns a design company, is
alarmed by theConservatives’ inability
to make themselves heard.
“TheConservatives shouldhave said,

‘I amposh, IwentEton, but I loveGreat
Britain and I am coming up here to say
so’. The slings and arrows would have
come, but they’d have passed and
they’d have been free to fight the battle.
Instead they have been embarrassed
about Britain, and their backgrounds.
Even the Labour leader is. So they have
sent for Gordon Brown.
“You might think he is the best they

have, but he is a political failure. The
most consequential blocofvotes losthas
been by the Labour party to the SNP, as

The embroidered Union Jack cushion
in his hallway lets visitors know where
Callum Fisken’s heart lies in Scotland’s
independence debate and helps to ex-
plains his distress as the Better
Together campaign misfires.
It is the lack of emotion that most

dismays Mr Fisken, 48, as Better
Together appears to rely entirely on
dusty economic theory,while ceding all
passion to the Yes campaign.
“Better Together hammer home the

single thing, to dowith the practicalities
ofdivorce,whicharemassiveandI think
insurmountable,” Mr Fisken said. “But
many people aren’t interested or don’t
care, and arenot listening anymore. It is
like background music in a lift.
“I think of all the great things that

make me proud to be British, and not
one has been mentioned. The military
and economic tribulations we have
stood through together. The things that

News Scottish referendum

Fly the saltire and
show them you care,
English are urged

Georgie Keate, Hamish Macdonell

The saltire should be placed in every
window and flown from every car in
England topersuadeScots to stay in the
Union, Dan Snow said last night.
The historian, who has fronted the

Let’s Stay Together campaign, said that
everyone across the UK who cared
about theUnion should fly the Scottish
flag with pride.
Ealier in the day, Ed Miliband called

on public buildings across the country
to raise the flag.
“Over the next few days we want

cities, towns and villages across theUK
to sendamessage toScotland: staywith
us,” Mr Miliband said. “We want to see
the saltire flying above buildings all
across our country.”
The prime minister responded at

lunchtime by ordering the saltire to be
raised over Downing Street. Although
the operation failed initially, with the
flag flopping to the bottom of the pole
as it was broadcast live on television,
David Cameron said that it would re-
main there until after the referendum
on September 18.
A spokesman for the prime minister

said that civil service departments in
Whitehall would be expected to do the
same, as well as other institutions and
public buildings across the UK.
Speaking in the garden at No 10, Mr

Cameron said: “‘I’ll do everything that I
can. Let’s be frank, there’s a lot that the
political leaders disagree about, but
there’s one thing thatweall agree about
passionately, and that is thatourUnited
Kingdom is better off if we stay

together.”MrSnow,whohasbeen tour-
ing the UK sinceMay to encourage the
public to sign a letter askingScotland to
vote “no”, said that “nine out of ten
people” had told him that they felt “to-
tally helpless and terrified” about the
referendum.
He added: “The public should adorn

their cars and bedroom windows with
the saltire, just like they would fly flags
at the World Cup.
“There is nothing we can do except

show our bond with Scotland and ask
them to stay. Of course, people online
have called it lamebecause it really isn’t
much. But that’s the whole point, it is a
bit lame because it’s all we can do.”
The BBC presenter said that he was

working with “media groups and orga-
nisations” to try to distribute as many
Scottish flags as possible to be “stuck to
every surface”. “Borders are scars of
past violence,”Mr Snow said. “Weneed

fewer borders in this century, not
more.”
More than 60,000 people have

signed the Let’s Stay Together cam-
paign’s letter. “If we get hundreds of
thousands, that will be impossible to
ignore,” Mr Snow added. “It will be the
biggest declaration of affection in Brit-
ish history.”
HelenaDollimore,whoworks for the

campaign, said that a “surge in support”
for the Union had resulted in scores of
people from all over the UK travelling
around Scotland to campaign with the
No camp.
She added that her campaign group

had experienced a 700 per cent in-
crease in web traffic over the weekend,
and that there had been 1.3million uses
of the group’s twitter hashtag #lets-
staytogether.
Guy Opperman, the Tory MP for

Hexham, Northumberland, said that
he had been taking dozens of volun-
teers across the border to canvass for
the Union. “I’ve found the issue over
Scottish independence is hugely im-
portant to people here, and it is a cross-
party concern,” he said.
“They are worried about friends and

family, about trade and losing a piece of
history without having a say.”
One of his canvassers, Robert For-

sythe, 54, from Prudhoe, Northumber-
land, said: “Whenwewent toHawick in
Scotland ten days ago, therewere some
‘yes’ voters and some ‘no’ voters but
most were undecided and agonised by
the decision. We want people north of
the border to realise that we are not in-
different and care very much about
what they will do.”
On the England-Scotland border,

near Gretna Green, the Tory MP Rory
Stewart has promoted the Auld Ac-
quaintance, a stone cairn built by
“thousands of people” as a “symbol of
commitment to stay together”.
The site will also hold an impromptu

festival organised by the pro-Union
group Hands Across the Border on
September 13, with artists and bands
frombothScotlandandEngland taking
part.

Brown shares his pain
to prove NHS is safe
GordonBrown invoked the death of his
daughter Jennifer Jane and his partial
blindness as he sought to “nail the SNP
lie” that Scotland’s health service is at
risk of privatisation.
TheNHShas becomeabattleground

in the referendum campaign after re-
peated claimsbyAlexSalmond that the
Conservatives want to privatise the
health service. It was a key issue in his
secondTVdebatewithAlistairDarling.
AYouGov poll last weekend suggest-

ed that Mr Salmond’s tactic had been
successful, with 47 per cent of those
intending to vote for independence

saying they feared a lowering of stan-
dards in theNHS.Labourhas been crit-
icised for fuelling these fears,withLuci-
ana Berger, the shadow public health
minister, declaring yesterday that a
new report “shows why David Camer-
on cannot be trusted with the NHS”.
Mr Brownmade a very personal plea

yesterdayasheaccused thenationalists
of misleading people over the issue,
which he described as a “Trojan horse”.
Addressing activists in Glasgow, his
voice wavered as he spoke about his
baby daughter who died from a brain
haemorrhage in 2002.
He also spoke about how his sight

was saved after an accident on the

Sam Coates Deputy Political Editor

Yes supporters have used the saltire
during the campaign. Now supporters
of the Union are being urged to fly it

Unionists deplore campaign’s lack of fire
Mike Wade

Gordon Brown addresses pro-Union supporters in Glasgow yesterday. He will

Scotland decides
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man, to the dispatch box for Prime
Ministers’ Questions, in a mark of the
panic engulfing Westminster.
Mr Cameron also ordered the saltire

be flown over Downing Street for the
nextweek, though attempts to raise the
flag initially faltered when it fell down
the pole.
The governor of theBankofEngland

also intervened in the referendum de-
bate yesterday with his clearest state-
ment on the pitfalls of an independent
Scotland sharing thepoundwith the re-
mainder of the UK.
Mark Carney repeated comments

he made in Edinburgh earlier: “A
currency union is incompatible with
sovereignty,” he said.
Leading article, page 20

Continued from page 1
the total reconfiguration of a UK
that we have known and cherished for
centuries.”
Today the three main Westminster

party leaders arrive in Scotland in a co-
ordinated act of solidarity in which
they will endorse Mr Brown’s planned
timetable and negotiation for further
devolution.
Sources closer to theBetter Together

campaign insist there is noneed topan-
ic, that their canvass returns show they
are going to win and that the poll
squeeze has long been predicted.
Others are less sanguine.Mr Camer-

on andMrMiliband agreed at a private
meetingonMonday to send their depu-
ties, William Hague and Harriet Har-

Scottish referendum News

The Queen ‘does not wish to
influence outcome of the poll’

rugby field left him blind in one eye at
the age of 16.
Mr Brown said: “I love Scotland, I

love theNHS. I was born into theNHS,
I grew up in the NHS, my family grew
up in the NHS.When I lost the sight of
my eye and faced the prospect of going
blind, my sight was saved by the NHS.
“When my daughter died it was as

the result of not being able . . . not being
able to do anything to save her life, and
my respect for theNHSgrewas a result
of the experience that Sarah and I had.
“Do you think that I or anybody else

who cares about the NHS would stand
by and do nothing if we thought the
NHS was going to be privatised in
Scotland and its funds were going to be
cut?Wouldwe stand back and donoth-
ing without a fight? Of course not.”
He added: “The NHS cannot be

privatised if that’s not the will of the
Scottish people.”
Mr Brown will speak at 40 events in

the days leading up to the referendum.

How far can they
stretch devolution?

So did the three parties announce
a united package yesterday?

No. They announced a timetable to
deliver new powers and a consultation
on exactly what those powers should
be. Under the scheme, there would be a
motion laid before the House of
Commons the day after a “no” vote with
that timetable. A government
command paper setting out the further
powers will be published on October 31
and this will go out to consultation with
Scots until November 30 — St Andrew’s
Day. A new Scotland Bill will be
published on January 25 — Burns Night
— and it will be enacted after the
general election.

How does Gordon Brown feature
in all this?

On Monday, to the surprise of those
who have been watching the debate
develop, the former prime minister
emerged as the leader of this cross-
party agreement. After George Osborne
mooted it, and earned a scathing
response from Alex Salmond, control
over the debate was seized back by
Labour, which has the advantage of
more than one MP in Scotland.

What impact will greater
devolution have on the rest
of the UK?

There will be two tax models — which
will happen anyway under the 2012 Act
— and there could be competition on
income tax rates which could influence
where businesses and individuals
choose to base themselves. All unionist
parties are committed to the Barnett
formula, which determines the block
grant Holyrood gets from Westminster,
but the increased power over taxation
means the actual cash which flows
north will be reduced. None of the
proposals solves the West Lothian
Question about Scottish MPs voting on
English-only issues.

How do all the enhanced
devolution offers differ from
a “yes” vote?

Independence would break up the
Union and end devolution. It would see
the Scottish parliament become
responsible for all law-making in
Scotland and, under Mr Salmond’s plan,
take a seat at international
organisations such as the EU and Nato.

What was the Yes campaign’s
reaction to the devolution
delivery plan?

Mr Salmond said: “This is the day the
No campaign finally fell apart at the
seams. We now know after all the
hype of the last 48 hours since they
realised the ground was shifting under
their feet, that there is actually nothing
new whatsoever in this package.
This is a re-tread, a repackaging, a
re-timetabling of what was said in
the spring.”

How much devolution does
Scotland already have?

The current settlement is contained in
the Scotland Act 1998 which created
the Scottish parliament and split
legislative powers between it and
Westminster. The areas over which
Holyrood has control include education,
the environment, health, housing, law
and order, and sport and the arts.
London still has authority over defence,
foreign policy, employment,
immigration and the constitution. The
Scotland Act 2012 allows Holyrood to
raise or lower income tax by 10 pence
in the pound — although that power has
not yet come in. It also hands over
control for stamp duty, landfill tax and
some specific policy areas.

What kind of devolution could
Scotland get after a ‘no’ vote?

Labour, the Liberal Democrats and the
Scottish Conservatives all set up
commissions which came back with
different packages of measures. The
greatest divergence is on tax powers.

While the Lib Dems and the Tories have
advocated full devolution of income tax
— other than the personal allowance —
Labour has produced a model which
gives Holyrood control over some of the
basic rate and the ability to increase the
higher rates. Under all the schemes,
Holyrood gets more powers over welfare
and job creation. Westminster retains
control over areas such as security, the
currency, immigration and pensions. All
the proposals fall short of devo-max.
That model devolves everything other
than defence and foreign affairs.

Why have the Tories gone further
than Labour on income tax?

The Tories, reluctant supporters of
devolution initially, believe that if there is
to be a Scottish parliament, it should be
one accountable to the voters. The
current incarnation has been described
as a “pocket-money parliament” which
receives a hand-out fromWestminster
which it can spend with no
consequences. Ruth Davidson, the Tory
leader in Scotland, has said she wants to
see a parliament responsible for raising
money as well as spending it. Labour is
split internally over its income tax
proposals, with some in the party,
particularly in Scotland, backing full
devolution of the levy. Yesterday, both
Johann Lamont, the Scottish Labour
leader, and Alistair Darling, the former
chancellor, signalled that this could still
be on the table.

Lindsay Mcintosh
outlines what powers
Holyrood is being
offered to encourage a
No vote in referendum

The three main parties have each
produced packages of measures to
enhance the devolution of powers

The Scottish parliament in Holyrood is
to get enhanced power whatever the
result of the independence vote

“I do,” says Ruth Cheadle in Edinburgh as a saltire is raised over Downing Streetspeak at 40 events before the vote

IAN MACNICOL / AFP / GETTY IMAGES; LUKE MACGREGOR / REUTERS; JEFF J MITCHELL / GETTY IMAGES
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Swiss investment bank warned that
Scotland faced a crash on the scale of
Iceland’s six years ago, with its
economy hammered by an exodus of
money and jobs.
Credit Suisse said the scale of the

financial calamity that would befall
Scotland after a “yes” vote could force
the Bank of England to step in to
stabilise the new state, with English
taxpayers’ money effectively used to
guarantee Scottish bank deposits.
At the heart of Scotland’s problems is

a banking sector, based in Edinburgh,
that on independence would be about
12 times the size of the country’s GDP
and far too large for the Scottish

attempting to retain sterling with those
European countries that have adopted
theeuroand faced severeeconomicdif-
ficulties.
MrCarney said that a successful cur-

rency union depended on free move-
ment of capital, labour, goods and ser-
vices across borders; a shared central
bank; and fiscal harmony. On the last
point, he stressed: “So itneeds tax, reve-
nues and spending flowingacross those
borders to help equalise to some extent
the inevitable fluctuations, differences
in the various economies.”
Referring to the problems the euro-

zone has faced, he said: “We likely have
to look across theChannel [to see]what
happens if youdon’thaveall thosecom-
ponents in place.”He also noted that all
threemainWestminster parties oppose
a currency union.
No 10 and Alistair Darling, leader of

the Better Together campaign, wel-
comed the remarks. Mr Darling said:
“Mark Carney has confirmed what we
have been saying all along: a currency
union is not compatible with sover-
eignty. It wouldmean what would then
be a foreign country having control
over our economy.”
Mr Carney’s comments came after

the pound fell to a ten-month low
against the dollar onMonday following
an opinion poll the day before that put
the Yes campaign ahead for the first
time.
Jordan Rochester, foreign exchange

strategist at Nomura, said: “The ‘fast
money’ funds started moving a week
ago, but nowwe are seeing ‘realmoney’
clients acting. The risks are suddenly
seen asmuch greater for Japanese pen-
sion funds.We could see a lot ofmoney
being pulled out of UK investments.
Sterling could fall at least 15 per cent in
a worst-case scenario. These are scary
times.”
The chief executive of oneUK-based

bank, who asked not to be named, said
it was likely that some lenders would
stop doing business entirely with Scot-
tish retail and business customers after
independence. “These factors will
make itmore expensive andmore diffi-
cult for those living in Scotland to get
credit. This would have significant eco-
nomic implications for Scotland,” he
said.
Credit Suisse released a blunt ana-

lysis warning that billions of pounds of
savings will flood out of Scotland and
lead to a “deep recession” if the nation
votes for independence. Analysts at the

said the separation of Scotland from
the rest of theUKwould be a “cataclys-
mic shock”.
Addressing trade union delegates at

the TUC conference in Liverpool yes-
terday, Mr Carney compared the pro-
spect of an independent Scotland

opposition to a shared pound came as
the threat of a runonUKassets loomed
larger when Nomura, Japan’s largest
bank, advised clients to limit financial
exposure to the UK and pull cash out.
The bank warned that sterling could
fall by 15per cent if Scots vote “yes”, and

A currency union between the UK and
an independent Scotland is “incompat-
ible with sovereignty”, the governor of
the Bank of England has said.
Mark Carney’s strongest yet sign of

News Scottish referendum

Carney rejects currency
deal as banks fear disaster
Lucy Fisher, Harry Wilson

England fans won’t be
Oliver Kay
Chief Football Correspondent

between rival supporters in the city
centre.
At a European Championship quali-

fyingmatch inSwitzerlandonMonday,
England’s supporters chanted loudly in
support of Scottish independence, but
in hostility rather than solidarity with
the Yes campaign. “F*** off Scotland,
we’re all voting ‘yes’,” chanted many of
the England supporters in Basle —
apparently unfamiliar with the finer
points of next week’s referendum.
The FA said it was hopeful that the

match at Celtic Park in November
would be a success, citing the cordial
atmosphere when the two nations
played at Wembley Stadium last year.
Adrian Bevington, the Club England
managing director, said: “Over the last

The Football Association moved last
night to play down concerns that a
“friendly” international match in
November could become a flashpoint
for Anglo-Scottish tension.
England v Scotland is the longest-

running fixture in international foot-
ball, dating back to 1872, but their 112th
meeting, on November 18, will be their
first in Glasgow in 15 years.
The last fixture to be played on Scot-

tish soil, in November 1999, led to the
biggest security operation for a British
sporting event, but it failed to prevent
an outbreak of hooliganism, with 51
people being arrested after fighting

Alex Salmond,
the first minister,
with a show of
international
support. Foreign
banks, however,

are predicting
an exodus of
money and a
credit crisis if
the country
goes it alone
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Duchess is voting
Yes to save the sick
men of Glasgow
The Dowager Duchess of Hamilton is
in no doubt how her late husband, the
15th Duke of Hamilton, would have
voted in the Scottish referendum.
“He would have wanted independ-

ence, I know that,” she says. “We spoke
about it after Tony Blair led us into the
Iraqwarandwentagainst thewill of the
people. We can’t go down that road
again.”
The duchess, who prefers to be

knownasKay, is oneof themost promi-
nent aristocrats in Scotland. In 1998,
shemarriedAngusDouglas-Hamilton,
who had inherited the most senior title
in Scottish aristocracy in 1976.
The Hamilton dukedom is the third

oldest in Britain, surpassed only by
those of Norfolk and Somerset, and
dates back to 1643.
The family even played a small part

in the creation of the 307-year-old
union. The 4th duke is well known
among nationalists for abandoning
opposition to the 1707 union and then
using toothache as an excuse to miss a
parliamentary vote.
It may come as a surprise, therefore,

for a woman who joined such an
important part of the Scottish estab-
lishment to support a “yes” vote and
such a huge upheaval of the status quo.
But the duchess, 70, is adamant that
independence is the best way forward
for Scotland.
She says: “We must not be afraid of

change. I believe the government and
Westminster have lost theirwayandwe
have to vote Yes if we want to make a
difference. I’mnot saying it’s going tobe
a utopia or easy, but we will be working
towards making things better and
making a difference.
“Think of all the governments we’ve

had and yet there are large parts of
Glasgow where the average age for a
man to die is in their early fifties— that
doesn’t seem right.”
The duchess knows that on inde-

pendence she holds a view that is un-
likely to be replicated among many of
thegentry. FewofScotland’s aristocrats
have taken a role in the debate, but un-
ionists were delighted when Andrew
Bruce, the 11th Earl of Elgin and a de-
scendant of Robert the Bruce, told The
Times that he opposed independence.
She says: “They probably wouldn’t

want what I want. They are afraid of

change. Theymight be taxedmore and
I think land reform might scare them.
They want it to stay as it is.”
However, the duchess is emphatic

that supporting independence does not
make her a nationalist. “I see myself as
aScot, as aEuropeanScot, notanation-
alist. We’re not voting for Salmond or
the SNP, we’re voting for being able to
elect the party we want in 2016.”
The duchess has received abuse for

publicly supporting the campaign, but
disagrees with the “dark corner of
Scotland” remark by the Labour MP
Jim Murphy after he was heckled at
public events by Yes campaigners.
“You’ll always get some hotheads on

both sides. I’ve had some troubles
because I’ve had aYes campaign sticker
in my car. People have shouted at me,
saying: ‘Aren’t you ashamed of your-
self?’ But you have to make light of it
and just carry on.”
She was simply Kay Carmichael

before marrying the 15th duke and was
initially a hospice nurse and animal
rights campaigner. She has seen
poverty as well as aristocracy, born in a
two-roomhouse in Torry, Aberdeen, to
a father who was a scales engineer.
She remembers her father seeing a

young relative die of diphtheria
because his family were too poor to call
for a doctor. She says: “We’re going
back down that road and that can’t be
allowed to happen here. We are cur-
rently walking blindfold along a very
dangerous road. We must not be afraid
of voting for change.”

a problem, FA claims
Obstacles litter path to EU
David Charter Berlin

Scotlandwouldhave to relyonEngland
to negotiate its European Union mem-
bership application after a “yes” vote,
according to European rules.
Brussels is legally able to deal only

with a fully fledged state for member-
ship talks, meaning that the remainder
of the Union would have to negotiate
Scotland’s accession until its independ-
ence was finalised.
Membership talks could be delayed

further as Scotland would have to be
ratified by the governments and parlia-
ments of all 28 member nations, which
would include parties seeking to send a
message to their own secessionists.
The message of caution came from

LordKerr of Kinlochard, whowas Brit-
ain’s ambassador to the EU from 1990-
95. “Beware thosewho say all is clear—
it isn’t,” he said. “Anyone who says that
it’s certain the Scots could, or couldnot,

have their own seat [in the EU] from
2016 is driven more by advocacy than
analysis. The fact is that the EU would
be in uncharted waters.”
Lord Kerr added that Scotland does

not yet meet the conditions to join the
euro, which would pose a problem if
London refuses to enter a currency
union. As a newmember state, it would
also have to accept a range of intrusive
economic laws that theUKmanaged to
avoid, such as the European Semester
programme, which makes recommen-
dations on national budgets.
Lord Kerr warned that Scotland

wouldalsonotbe inaposition to inherit
a rebate on its membership contribu-
tions, similar to that secured byMarga-
ret Thatcher in 1984, if it acceded to the
EU in its own right.
Lord Kerr added: “The key point is

that theScots cannotmakeup the rules.
They may claim that the referee is
wrong, but it is he who runs the game.”

guarantee scheme,” the analysts said.
Senior bankers admit in private that a
vote for independence would probably
see not just ordinary savers pulling
their money out of Scotland-based
banks such as Lloyds Banking Group
and Royal Bank of Scotland but, more
importantly, big companies pulling out
money and putting it into lenders with
little or no exposure to the country.

6 Scotland’s commercial property
market has virtually ground to a halt,
with some of the fewwho are still doing
deals saying that exit clauses are being
written into contracts. Figures from
Property Data, the market analysts,
showed that the investment market
almost came to a standstill in August,
with one agent saying that it had gone
into “lockdown”. There was £47 million
worth of direct commercial property
transactions last month in Scotland,
compared with £275 million in August
last year. According to some Scottish
agents, most investors are in a “wait-
and-see mode”. A spokesman for
CBRE, the commercial property ser-
vices company, said: “Purchasers of
some assets are inserting a condition
that relates directly to a ‘no’ vote. They
will only complete the deal in the event
of a No result. A Yes result will allow
them to walk away or renegotiate the
terms.”

authorities to support. Alex Salmond
has playeddown this danger, butCredit
Suisse said the size of the mismatch,
greater even than that of Icelandwhere
the banks were “only” eight times big-
ger than the economy,would be impos-
sible for investors to ignore.
“A newly independent Central Bank

ofScotlandwouldnothave thereserves
available to provide a credible deposit

The Dowager Duchess of Hamilton
has been abused for her stance but
says “you have to make light of it”
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Tom Knowles

English football fans chanted their
support for Scottish independence

decade we have been proud of our offi-
cial travelling support and the improve-
ment in behaviour, which has resulted
in no arrests at any of the last four

major tournaments. The England Sup-
porters’ Travel Club requires all mem-
bers to have background checks and
anyone in our official allocation will be
ticketed through us. ”
Roy Hodgson, the manager of the

England team, declined to comment on
the wider issues relating to the fixture,
but said: “Celtic Park when Scotland
are playing England, if I believe Gary
Neville [the former England defender,
now on the coaching staff], is some-
thing a little bit special.”
Uefa, European football’s governing

body, has previously fined the FA over
supporters’ chants, but said no action
relating to Monday’s game would be
taken, and that thematter hadnot been
mentioned in the match report.



10 FGM Wednesday September 10 2014 | the times

News

It may not be a massacre but
L

eaving Aberdeen and
heading northwest, jockeying
for position on the A96 with
a sinister black Reise bus
from Bochum, you enter the

Scotland of brochure and ballad,
tartans and tourists, bens and glens
and world-famous whiskies. Not
many voters up here, perhaps, but
their absence is compensated for by
an abundance of the history and
legend and myth that makes up the
narrative of a nation, the story a
country tells itself about itself. And
upon such stories voting decisions are

often made. First stop, obviously, is
the Glenfiddich distillery just outside
Dufftown.
Lots of people milling about in the

car park and visitor centre —
Germans, Japanese, Geordies, none of
them with a vote, and insofar as they
have an opinion, it’s in favour of
independence. Which is further
evidence to suggest that faced with a
binary choice between yes and no, in
the absence of anything to lose,
human instinct favours the positive
over the negative.
Further evidence too that a

journalist will always be able to find a
justification for conducting his
research in a distillery.
On to Culloden, just short of

Inverness. No excuses necessary here,
the inscription at the gateway to the
battlefield says it all: “Our blood is
still our fathers, And ours the valour
of their hearts.”
The brief and brutal fighting here

on April 16, 1746 — up to 2,000
Jacobites killed as against perhaps as
few as 50 British government troops
— ensured the continuance of a
Union then not long in existence.
Many of those voting “yes” next
Thursday will at some level be doing
so in revenge for the blood of their
fathers spilt across this grim
moorland 268 years ago.
Amy Alden, née Maxwell, 36, is so

keen on separation she’d probably kill
for the chance to vote “yes”.
“I understand why some people are

hesitant but on balance I’m in favour
of independence.”
Which is all very well, but Mrs

Alden is registered to vote in the state
of Colorado, her forebears having
departed these shores in the early
1800s. “They were from the Borders,”
says Mrs Alden. “So they wouldn’t
have taken part here.”
Don’t be so sure lady — five of the

19 battalions on one side were mostly
composed of lowland Scots.
Unfortunately for the simplicity
beloved of myth-makers, those five
units formed part of the government’s
order of battle.
The way the opposing strengths are

shaping up in the modern-day
engagement set for next Thursday,
Bonnie Prince Salmond could be set
to take charge of a country in which
these old north-south — and indeed,
the more recent east-west — divisions
reassert themselves with a vengeance.
I’ve met many “yes” voters here in the
north who were almost as vitriolic
about Glasgow and Edinburgh as they
were about London and Brussels.
Meanwhile, Mrs Alden is facing a

domestic division of her own. Her
husband, John, 45, standing alongside
her in a kilt, sporran, pair of woolly
knee socks and sporting the longest,
fuzziest ginger beard outside a Gaelic
folk festival, is passionately pro-
Union. “I can’t see the Scots running
the Russian navy off with a coupla
fishing boats,” he says.
He is also keen for me to know that

he is a Republican while his wife is a
Democrat. “But I voted to legalise
weed,” he announces.
Mr Alden is, like his wife, from

Denver. (His kilt is in the official State
of Colorado tartan.) Bizarrely, given
his chosen get-up, he cheerfully
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On Day 3 of his journey
through Scotland,
Robert Crampton
finds support for the
Yes campaign,
but not among
those eligible
to vote

SCOTS’ MISCELLANY
BY TOM WHIPPLE

I can’t see the Scots
running the Russian
navy off with a coupla
fishing boats
John Alden, 45, from Colorado

News Scottish referendum
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revenge is certainly in the air

“Stop the car,” I say to the
photographer, “we need
to find out what Nessie thinks of
all this.”
Sadly I have to report that after half

an hour being eaten alive by midges
on the shores of Loch Ness, it has
become apparent that, as is so often
the way, the monster isn’t available for
comment today. Perhaps she’s one of
these Shy Noes we keep hearing so
much about — inclined towards the
Union, yet anxious to keep it quiet for
fear of being branded unScottish.
Certainly, if you went by car

stickers and posters and random
encounters, the secessionists would be
ahead by about nine to one.
On the other hand, maybe Nessie is
a Yessie, but, as a national symbol
like the Queen, feels it her duty to
stay above the fray. Or rather,
beneath the surface. More likely,
I suspect, she’s a floating voter.
Albeit one with hidden depths.
Or perhaps today she’s just got
the hump.

The midges, though, they
definitely want these English
so-and-sos to leave.
So we do.
Farther on down the road,

the mighty Ben Nevis, cloaked
as per
usual in a shroud of cloud, is

also keeping her own counsel. A
little way further on, Glencoe is
similarly
silent. Talk of another famous

massacre, this one conducted with
stubby ballot pencils rather than
shining broadswords, may still be
premature. And yet, as we back-
track eastwards towards so-called

Yes City, the conurbation formerly
known as Dundee, such talk does
not seem entirely fanciful.

proud Scot I suppose.”
Swinging southwest out of

Inverness, entering the Great Glen,
Fort William an hour away, I decide
to take today’s theme of interviewing
only those without a vote to its logical
conclusion by seeking an interview
with an entity that doesn’t even exist.

admits to having no Scottish heritage
whatsoever. Which doesn’t stop him
saying, when I joke that we English
might soon be minded to come back
and refight the battle of Culloden,
“well, we will be waiting. We gotta
patch of land right here”.
We? Cheeky bloody Yank.
Victoria Oleksy, 34, is the real deal

— a born and bred Scot, flaming red
hair and all. She is visiting from
Edinburgh to conduct an
environmental heritage survey on the
battlefield. She intends to vote “no”.
Happy with a dual Scottish-British
identity, she doesn’t think the
nationalists have made a
compelling enough case to
justify the risks inherent in
independence. What will she do
if it happens anyway? “Sit on
the edge of my seat for
two years deciding
whether to stay or
move south while
they work it all out.”
Ms Oleksy’s

colleague, Tom
Bradley-Lovekin,
41, is an
Englishman who has
just made the move in
the opposite direction.
“I’m just buying a flat
in Edinburgh,” he
says, “and moving all
my bank accounts.
I’ve always felt more
British than English;
now I’m arriving at a
party everyone else
is thinking of
leaving.” And what
will he do if the Yes
campaign prevails?
“I’ll wake up next
Friday morning as a

Tomorrow
Robert Crampton heads east to the
city of jute, jam and journalism

A SHORT HISTORY
OF THE UNION

— Ben Macintyre

Scotland was
an intellectual
powerhouse
during the
Enlightenment,
giving the
world some of
the greatest
thinkers and
writers,
including
Robert Burns.
Scotland’s
intellectual
blossoming
was
remarkable,
but it was not
accidental

S
cotland, in the mid-18th
century, could reasonably
have claimed to be the
cleverest place on the
globe. The country was a

powerhouse of intellectual and
scientific energy, with an
unrivalled education system, five
universities (to England’s two),
an intensely literary culture, a
widely literate population and
some of the greatest thinkers and
writers in history, including David
Hume, Adam Smith and Robert
Burns.
If you are a Scottish nationalist,

you might ascribe the Scottish
Enlightenment to Scotland’s innate
love of learning; if you are a
unionist, however, you might point
out that the great efflorescence of
Scottish culture took place
immediately after, and in large
part because of, the opportunities
provided by union with England in
1707.
Scotland’s Enlightenment

thinkers shared a belief in the
power of reason to improve the lot
of mankind, both individually and
collectively, resulting in a cultural
atmosphere that was intensely
intellectual and supremely
practical. The period featured
extraordinary advances in science,
medicine, engineering,
mathematics, architecture,
philosophy, law and agriculture.
The network of parish schools in

Scotland, the quality and
accessibility of Scottish university
education, reading and debating
clubs created an intensely
“bookish” atmosphere: by the
1780s, Edinburgh had 16
publishing houses and 12 paper
mills.
Scotland’s intellectual

blossoming was remarkable, but it
was not accidental. Union with
England ensured that political

power moved to the south,
allowing a new elite to emerge in
Scotland, dominated by scholars,
medics, professors, lawyers and
men of science. Union also
brought new wealth, and rapidly
expanding trade opened up
Scotland to new intellectual
currents. Smith’s ideas in The
Wealth of Nations emerged, in
part, from his conversations with
Scottish traders and
entrepreneurs. The Scottish
diaspora, and the role played by
Scots in the expansion of the
empire, helped to propel Scottish
ideas across the globe.
“We look to Scotland for all our

ideas of civilisation,” wrote the
French philosopher Voltaire.
Winston Churchill agreed: “Of all
the small nations of this earth,
perhaps only the ancient Greeks
surpass the Scots in their
contribution to mankind.”
The great flood of ideas that

poured out during the
Enlightenment helped to shape the
modern world, in a way that even
some of its greatest thinkers found
surprising for what had been a
small, poor country on the edge of
Europe.
As Hume wrote, with tongue in

cheek and deep pride: “Is it not
strange that, at a time when we
have lost our Princes, our
Parliaments, our independent
Government, even the Presence of
our chief Nobility, are unhappy in
our accent and pronunciation,
speak a very corrupt Dialect of the
Tongue which we make use of; is it
not strange, I say, that in these
Circumstances, we should really
be the People most distinguish’d
for Literature in Europe?”

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER DAVID BEBBER

monster was not available to comment on the referendum. John and Amy Alden, from Colorado, are split over Scotland’s fate

part three

Scottish referendum News
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Police ‘threatened’ female
researcher who tried to
expose Rotherham abuse
Andrew Norfolk, Billy Kenber
Fiona Hamilton

A Home Office researcher feared for
her life after being threatened by police
officers over her attempts to expose
widespread sex-grooming in Rother-
ham, MPs were told yesterday.
A parliamentary inquiry was told

that South Yorkshire police officers
may have conspired to cover up
evidence of their systemic failure to
protect hundreds of vulnerable victims.
The National Crime Agency, known

as the “BritishFBI”, is likely tobe sent to
the town to investigate the allegation,
the force’s chief constable toldMPs last
night. Detectives from the agency will
also be asked to discoverwho ordered a
weekend raid on Rotherham council
offices in 2002 that led to the removal
of the researcher’s case files.
MPs told David Crompton, chief

constable of the South Yorkshire force
since 2012, that the alleged targeting of
the Home Office-funded researcher
and her work “sounds like an active
conspiracy involving police officers”.
An independent inquiry has found

that over a 16-year period from 1997 at
least 1,400 Rotherham children suf-
fered appalling abuse at the hands of
menwhowere largelyofPakistaniheri-
tage. It accused police and the council
of “blatant collective failures”.
Shaun Wright, the county’s police

and crime commissioner, and Joyce
Thacker, Rotherham council’s director
of children’s services, said yesterday
that they had no intention of resigning,
despite being urged to by the home
affairs committee.
Mr Wright, who from 2005-10 was

the Labour councillor responsible for
children’s services in the town, cannot
be suspended or removed unless found
guilty of a crime. Theresa May, the
home secretary, who has joined the
prime minister and Ed Miliband in
demanding Mr Wright’s resignation,
signalled her support yesterday for the
introduction of powers that would en-
able police and crime commissioners to

be removedbefore theendof their four-
year term.
The commissioner was told by Paul

Flynn, the Labour MP for Newport
West, that he was a “busted flush and a
dead PCC walking”. Mr Flynn describ-
ed the police commissioner’s defence of
his record in Rotherham as the least
convincing he had heard in his 27 years
as an MP. “I’m rather ashamed of the
fact I shared a party with you,” he said.
“I think what you’ve proved yourself to
be today is a charlatan, who is in love
with the office and in love with the
salary and you’re a disgrace.”
MrWright said that while serving as

a councillor he was not aware that sex-
grooming was taking place on such a
scale, althoughhe admitted that hehad
seen four reports on the issue.
It emerged yesterday that 25 alleged

victims of child sex-grooming in South
Yorkshire have contacted police since
Alexis Jay’s report was published two
weeks ago.
Ms Thacker insisted that she had

tried to raise the problem of child
sexual exploitation, but that until about
2006 “people were finding it very diffi-
cult for the police to take any notice”.
The Jay inquiry noted that theHome

Office researcher, employed by the
council from2001 to2002 togather evi-
dence enabling police “to target the
men involved in sexual exploitation”,
was “subjected to personalised hostility
at the hands of officials” when she
accurately identified serious failings
across all child-protection agencies.
NicolaBlackwood, aTorymemberof

the committee, told Mr Crompton that
the researcher, who gave evidence yes-
terday in a closed session to protect her
anonymity, told MPs that her criticism
of the force led to “harassment” by
police officers. “She told us she was
threatened inher car at night by twoof-
ficerswho toldher, ‘Wouldn’t it be a bad
thing if some of those men [a child-sex
grooming gang] found out where you
live?’” Mr Crompton said the research-
er’s claimsmust be investigated as soon
as possible.

Gang ‘trafficked girl, 13, then
raped her in Bradford hotel’
A girl who ran away from home was
trafficked by a group of men who had
sex with her while she was missing for
more than a week, a court was told.
The teenager, who had just turned

13, left her home and ended up a week
later in Bradford, where she came
under the influenceof a groupof adults,
Sheffield crown court was told.
Tom Storey, for the prosecution, told

the trial of five men, which started
yesterday, that the girl was taken to a
hotel in central Bradford, where she
was raped.
He said that one man, Usman Ali,

picked her up in a car and had sex with

heraday later.Theprosecutor said: “He
told her she was a pretty girl and told
her he was a sexy guy.”
Shakeal Rehman, 26, from Bradford,

denies rape and trafficking. Moham-
med Shapal, 22, also from Bradford,
denies sexual activity with a child
and trafficking. Mr Ali, 21, from
Manningham, Bradford, denies
sexual activity with a child. Yaseen
Amini, 36, from Burngreave, Sheffield,
denies sexual activity with a child
and trafficking. Bekir Rasheed, 36,
of Woodseats, Sheffield, denies
trafficking.
The trial continues.

Officials in the frame

Fallen
Roger Stone Labour leader of
Rotherham council since 2003.
Resigned on day the Jay report was
published. Suspended by Labour.

Martin Kimber
Chief executive of
Rotherham
council since
2009, with salary
of £160,000.
Announced his resignation on
Monday to allow town to recover.

Suspended
Jahangir Akhtar Resigned last year
as deputy council leader and vice-
chairman of South Yorkshire police
and crime panel after The Times
reported his role in recovery in 2001
of a missing pregnant girl, 14. Lost
council seat; suspended by Labour.

Still standing
Shaun Wright
(Salary £85,000)
South Yorkshire’s
police and crime
commissioner
since 2012; from
2005-10 was the Rotherham
councillor for children’s services.

Joyce Thacker (Salary £115,000)
Rotherham council’s executive
director of children and young
people’s services since 2008. Knew
of crime pattern involving Pakistani-
heritage men abusing white girls.

Ged Fitzgerald (Salary £197,000)
Chief executive, Liverpool city
council, and former chief executive
of Rotherham council. Talks with
chief constable in 2001 led to moves
to discipline research officer who
warned that abusers were not being
apprehended.

RICHARD AUSTIN

You’re late, deer This fawn has a spring in his step, even though he didn’t arrive
until August. The rather tardy fallow deer is now at a Somerset rescue centre
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Keith Richards, who once told report-
ers he hadmixed his father’s ashes with
cocaine and snorted them, would
hardly be considered the best role
model for children, but the Rolling
Stones guitarist hasmade it hismission
to “raise the profile of grandfathers”.
Richards, 70, who has five grandchil-

dren, has written a book in praise of his
role despite admitting he was initially
wary of the responsibility. “I think you
grow into the role,” he said. “It is not
something you think about when you
are younger, it just happens, and
suddenly there you are with
grandchildren and then you think:
what am I going to do with this?”
He began reflecting on being a

grandfather after Orion, his
publisher, suggested hewrite
an autobiographical child-
ren’s book at the same
time his fifth grandchild
was due. He first
thought the idea “nuts”,
but began thinking
about his maternal
grandfather, Augus-
tus Theodore Du-
pree, or Gus.
In an interview

with BBCRadio 4’s
Today programme

Rolling Stone riffs on
being a grandfather

yesterday, he said: “I suddenly thought
about grandfathers and the relation-
shipbetweengrandchildrenandgrand-
fathers andwhatagreat thing it canbe.”
The result is Gus & Me: The Story of

My Granddad and My First Guitar,
released this week, on which he collab-
oratedwith his daughter, Theodora, 29,
who provided the illustrations.
Richards added: “I wanted to do a lit-

tle tribute to Gus because he is a
great guy. It’s just little bits I can
remember about what a great
mate he was to me. He de-
servedmore recognition than

he got and maybe this way
he has got a permanent
one, so I did it for him.”
Richards added that his

grandfather, a jazz musi-
cianwhoboughtRichards
his first guitar aged nine,
was his inspiration. “He
was a great kick up the
rear formemusically.He
said if you canplayMala-
gueña [written by Ernes-
to Lecuona in 1928] then
you will be able to play
guitar.
“So I worked and

worked and worked and
next time I came to see him I
playedMalagueña and I saw that
look in his eye and from then on
we both knew that music was
the thing for me.”

Leading article, page 20
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Keith Richards and
his mother, Doris
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Queen trumps
rattled knave
If David Cameron tried to persuade
the Queen to speak out in defence
of the Union during his stay at
Balmoral, he clearly failed. When
the Sunday papers arrived at Royal
Deeside documenting the anguish
of a “unionist Queen”, I hear that
the prime minister was reminded by
Sir Christopher Geidt, the Queen’s
private secretary, that Her Majesty’s
neutrality mustn’t be compromised
— the sort of warning one can
imagine accompanied by an “off
with his head” gesture. I gather that
Alex Salmond won’t get a
congratulatory phone call in case of
victory, but a royal source tells me
that a simple statement accepting
the will of the Scottish people has
already been drafted. Presumably in
Cameron’s blood.

Gordon Brown never learns. While
riding to the UK’s rescue like a knight
in rusty armour, he risked another
Gillian Duffy moment after a
Channel 4 interview. Cathy Newman,
the presenter, tweeted: “Enjoyed
interviewing Gordon Brown, though
he walked off with our mike. We
managed to catch him before he
called me a bigoted woman.”

Downton Abbey went head-to-head
with Call the Midwife at the TV
Choice Awards this week. The host,
David Mitchell, proclaimed: “Tonight,
we will find out whether the public
prefers rich people sneering or poor
people screaming.” As it emerged,
they voted for Sherlock, showing
they must prefer middle-class people
speaking too quickly.

welsh independence
Irvine Welsh, the outspoken author,
above, is the kind of passionate
supporter that the Better Together
campaign desperately lacks. When
he isn’t railing on Twitter about
patronising offers of devo max from
fraught Unionists, he is tweeting
typically earthy paeans to his
homeland that the SNP could use
as last-minute campaign slogans.
“God, Scotland, you are looking
good right now, you gorgeous
handsome sexy democratic bastard,
you.” Pity for the nationalists then

that, as an exile in Chicago, Welsh
doesn’t have a vote.

this charmless man
Morrissey, the professional
miserabilist, is testing the patience
of fellow Eighties pop stars (among
many others) with his tirades about
everything from meat-eating to the
royal family. Paul Heaton, the
former Beautiful South and
Housemartins frontman, suggested
that the Smiths star was more like a
dogmatic Middle Eastern state than
a man, telling Classic Pop magazine:
“He’s like Iran — conservatively
outspoken, trying to repeat his
period of outrage.”

o sister, where art thou?
If you ever wondered why films
produced by Joel Coen are so
bizarre, ask his wife. In a move
unlikely to win any feminist awards,
Frances McDormand, the Oscar-
winning star of Coen’s Fargo, told
Venice filmgoers: “I’m as good a
housewife as an actor. I’m not sure
I could get a job in it, but I’ve been
social secretary for my husband,
I’ve given dinner parties and I’m
really good at ironing.” Providing
an odd insight into her husband’s
style of movie-making, she added:
“All of these skills relate to
producing a film really closely.”

diary@thetimes.co.uk | @timesdiary

kaya burgess
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S
he is, as the headline writers
would have it, the “mum of
three” who is the new head
of the BBC Trust. Yesterday
Rona Fairhead swept into

Portcullis House dressed, if not for a
wedding, then for something a bit
more upmarket than a committee
hearing at the Commons. The word
that came to mind was “dressage”.
The hair was pulled back, netted in a
bun with a black ribbon. There were
pearls. Look, I know that you are
thinking I wouldn’t say this about a
man but, you know, I would, I really
would (though most men don’t wear
enough pearls, in my experience).
“Why would you want this job?”

asked John Whittingdale, chairman
of the culture, media and sport
committee.
Rona embarked on a speech. It

was a beautiful sunny day. The BBC
played a vital role in the UK. It was
loved. She had four key points she
wanted to make. The BBC was a
great British institution. It is
courageous, bold, innovative . . .
Sorry, I may have dozed off there.

Rona spoke — she was born in
Cumbria but her accent doesn’t give
that away — for five minutes, 300
seconds of a beautiful sunny day
that we will never get back.
“I’m still not sure why you want

the role,” noted the chairman. “Why
would you want to give up an
extremely lucrative private-sector
career for a job on the front line
with things being thrown at you?”
Rona began again, telling us that

she genuinely cared about the BBC.
So, basically, we don’t know and we

Ann Treneman
Parliamentary
Sketch

Licence fee is good value, new BBC chief says
may never know why Rona wants to
replace the magnificent, pugnacious
force that is Lord Patten of Barnes,
the Grand Poo-Bah of the BBC, who
retired mid-term after heart surgery.
The Tory Philip Davies, who loves

to make enemies, asked whether she
had got the job because she was a
woman. “Well,” she said, pearls
glinting perhaps on purpose. “I am a
woman.” Everyone giggled. “But to
be absolutely frank, no.”
She was asked if she was a

member of the establishment. “I
wouldn’t count myself as an
establishment figure,” the Cabinet
Office board member said.
So was she friends with the

chancellor? No, although as their
children go to the same school she
sees him at “parents’ meetings”.
Rona is a businesswoman, and the

word I would use for her
performance is businesslike. She
doesn’t take big risks and her moral
high ground does not extend to
wanting to sell her Pearson shares
— a potential conflict of interest.
She says she can fit in the BBC, at
three to four days a week, with
being on the boards of HSBC and
Pepsi. She is used to working seven
days if necessary. When she goes to
America (the Pepsi Challenge
demands it) she works all the time.
“It’s the life I’ve led for many years.
You get used to sleeping in planes.”
(She is also a pilot, I read, though
not when she is sleeping of course.)
When she was asked if she had

time to “consume” broadcasting she
did, actually, come alive. “My
normal day is I wake up and go to
bed with the BBC,” she said (Today
programme and News at Ten). There
is sport (she loves sport, but didn’t
mention dressage). She loves
Sherlock (“massive, massive
favourite”) and natural history and
science (“Brian Cox is fantastic”).
Basically, she is Radio 4 woman and,
of course, a mum of three.

Alex Spence Media Editor

The new head of the BBC’s governing
body has promised to defend the inter-
ests of licence fee-payers but indicated
that she would not support radical
change to the annual TV levy.
Rona Fairhead yesterday passed her

firstmajor test since shewas revealedas
the government’s surprise choice to
chair the BBC trust, emerging
unscathed fromaconfirmationhearing
in frontof theCommonsculture,media
and sport committee.
In contrast to the combative appear-

ances of LordPattenofBarnes, her pre-
decessor, the former City executive

took a cautious approach in her first
brush with MPs.
Several senior figures, including Sa-

jid Javid, the culture secretary, have
suggested that they would like to re-
duce the licence fee during the govern-
ment’s next round of funding negotia-
tions with the BBC in 2016. However,
Mrs Fairhead said that her “strong
assumption” on taking over the trust
was that the fee shouldbekept. Shesaid:
“To many, many people £145.50 is a lot
of money. That said, I think if you look
at the services that the BBC provides,
my own view is that it is good value for
money.”
She gave no indication of her views

onsomeof themajor issues that shewill
have to deal with in her first year as
chairwoman, such as whether to ap-
prove the plan by Lord Hall of Birken-
head, the director-general, to take BBC
Three off air to savemoney, or whether
presenters’ pay is set at the right levels.
6 The culture secretary has attacked
the BBC for being wasteful by sending
ten staff to cover the Commonwealth
Games baton as it passed through
Jersey. “Is that really justifiable?” Mr
Javid asked.
The BBC said the staff produced re-

portson the relay thatwereairedacross
programmes on TV and radio, nation-
ally and locally, and on its website.

Free-range hens ‘suffer more’
than birds confined to cages

range hens were found to be 8-10 per
cent, compared with 2-4 per cent in
battery farms.
However, experts were divided on

which option was preferable for con-
sumers who are concerned about
animal welfare.
MiaFernyhough, theRSPCA’s senior

scientific officer, said that while free-
range hens had a shorter lifespan, they
probably had a better quality of life.
Since 2012, European Union regula-

tions have meant that all hen cages
must be “furnished” and have a dedi-
cated resting, pecking and scratching
area, improvingwelfare comparedwith
previous cages. “The new cages are
definitely better, but not good enough,”
Ms Fernyhough said.
Victoria Sandilands, from Scotland’s

Rural College, suggested that barn eggs
were a good “compromise”.
Only 1 percent of hens were free

range in 1980, with this increasing to
44 per cent this year amid a surge in
interest in animal welfare among
consumers.
Research from 2010, published in the

journal British Poultry Science, studied
hens raised in caged, barnor free-range
conditions and concluded that “the
lowest prevalence of problems
occurred in hens in furnished cages”.
“Free range has its merits and prob-

lems, but I don’t see [that] it has long-
term sustainability. If avian flu spreads
through the country, it could be disas-
trous,” Mr Thorp said.

Free-range hens have higher rates of
disease, injury and early death than
battery-farmed birds, according to
scientists.
The findings, presented at the British

Science Festival in Birminghamyester-
day, challenge the idea that free-range
eggs are automatically the best choice
for the ethically minded consumer.
Barry Thorp, a specialist in poultry

welfare from theRoyal School ofVeter-
inary Studies at theUniversity of Edin-
burgh, said: “If everything is done right
in free-range systems, there are no
problems; however, the probability of
something going wrong is greater than
in caged and barn-farming systems.”
Scientists said that because hens on

free-range farms had more freedom to
express natural behaviours such as for-
aging and dust bathing, they tended to
be at greater risk of early death. Free-
range hens were more susceptible to
diseases from wild birds or injuries
caused by falling from heights, such as
fracturing their keel, or breastbone.
The experts suggested that farmed

hens were particularly vulnerable to
fractures because their bones were
weakenedby thecalciumloss causedby
the extreme level of egg production. In
one study, 60 per cent of free-range
henswere found tohave fractured their
keel boneat somepoint, comparedwith
32 per cent of caged birds.
Average mortality rates among free-

Vicky Forster
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Fresh light on ancient times

Long Barrow
mortuary,
above, and
an artist’s
impression,
right, of
the structures
found around
Stonehenge

A henge (circular pit).
This one seems to
depict a smiling face
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Today it stands in splendid isolation,
but Stonehenge was once the focal
point of a huge natural arena dotted
with smaller shrines, ritualmonuments
and a gigantic “house of the dead”,
scientists have revealed.
The most extensive survey of the

landscape surrounding the monument
has uncovered 17 previously unknown
neolithic structures, including circle
and oval henges, burial pits and the re-
mains of a 33m-long building.
The discoveries overturn a long-held

viewthatStonehengewasasiteaccessi-
ble only to high priests, tribal leaders or
people of special social status.
Instead, archaeologists now think

thewholeareawas “teemingwithactiv-
ity”, with the stone circle centre-stage.
Vincent Gaffney, of the University of

Birmingham, thearchaeologistwho led
the survey, said that until now the land-
scape surrounding Stonehenge had
been essentially “terra incognita”.
“Most of it was just green grass as far

as archaeologists were concerned,” he
said. “This is going to change how we
view Stonehenge.”
The geophysical survey, which took

four years and covered an area of more
than four squaremiles, provides an un-

precedented picture of what lies
beneath Salisbury Plain.
Scientists used magnetometry,

ground-penetrating radar and electro-
magnetic interference sensors trailed
on the back of tractors, rather than
carrying out a traditional dig, to build
up a three-dimensional image of what
lay up to 3m beneath the surface.
The findings, presented yesterday at

the British Science Festival in Birming-
ham, includemore thanadozenhenges
(circular pits demarcated by ringed
banks) that scientists believe may have
been the “personal shrines” of families,
tribes, or religious groups who visited
the monument. One henge, curiously,
bears a distinct resemblance to a
modern smiley face symbol.
A large mound at the surface was

shown tohide a 33m-long timber build-
ing with a narrow entrance and several
internal chambers. It is thought to be
about 6,000 years old — 1,000 years
older than the bluestone circle.
Similar structures have been found

to be places where burial rituals took
place, including the “excarnation” of
bodies, in which flesh and organs were
removed and bones scattered.
The monuments appear to have

accumulated over a long period of time
and suggest that Stonehenge was the

hubof spiritual andceremonial activity.
Paul Garwood, also an archaeologist at
the University of Birmingham, said:
“There were people moving over long
distances, sharing a religious world
viewwithStonehengeat theheart of it.”
A previous excavation close to Stone-
henge uncovered the “Amesbury arch-
er”, an early Bronze age man, who ap-
peared to have travelled from central
Europe.
The survey also revealed two enor-

mous prehistoric pits situated on the
Greater Cursus, a two-mile pathway
north of Stonehenge. The archaeolo-
gists found that the eastern pit lies on
the direct line between the heelstone of
Stonehenge and sunrise at the summer
solstice, while thewestern pit is aligned
with sunset at midsummer.
When viewed from Stonehenge, the

western pit is hidden about half a mile
away behind a ridge in the landscape,
raising the possibility that it was
marked out by a fire that would send
plumesof smokeup into thesettingsun.
The findings were all made without

any digging and the scientists say the
survey will help to inform decisions
about where and whether to excavate.
Nick Snashall, National Trust Ar-

chaeologist for the Avebury and Stone-
hengeWorldHeritageSite, said: “Using
21st-century techniques, the Stone-
henge Hidden Landscapes team have
transformed our knowledge of this
ancient, precious and very special land-
scape.
“Their work has revealed a clutch of

previously unsuspected sites andmon-
uments showinghowmuchof the story
of this world-famous archaeological
treasure house remains to be told.”
Details of the research will be shown

in the first of a series, Operation Stone-
henge: What Lies Beneath, on BBC Two
at 8pm tomorrow.

The teeming world
around Stonehenge
is uncovered at last
Hannah Devlin Science Editor
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Apple introduces
computer to be
worn as a watch

Apple’s long-awaited “smart” watch,
which lets its owner instantly transmit
intimate details, such as their heart-
beat, to other wearers wherever they
are in theworld,wasunveiled lastnight.
The “digital touch” function on the

Apple Watch, which will go on sale
early next year, will also allow wearers
to draw each other pictures and play
games in real time.
Tim Cook, chief executive of the

computer giant, said that Watch was
“the most personal device we’ve ever
created” and “the next chapter in Ap-
ple’s story”. He claimed that it would
“redefine what people expect from a
watch”.
Thedevice,Apple’s first foray into the

wearable technology market, was re-
vealed at an event near Apple’s head-
quarters in California, at which its lat-

est, larger, iPhone and a new contact-
less mobile payments system, Apple
Pay, were also announced.
Stephen Fry featured on a star-stud-

ded guest list at the launch event at the
Flint Centre for Performing Arts in
Cupertino. Gwen Stefani and Dr Dre,
the musicians, and Dick Costolo, the
chief executive of Twitter, were also
present. U2, the rock band, performed
live to close the event.
Apple’s share price rose after the

iPhone 6 was brought out early in Mr
Cook’s presentation but fell after he an-
nounced Watch.
However, James McQuivey, an ana-

lyst at Forrester, said that Watch had
“firmly established the smart watch” as
a desirable consumer device. He said
that Apple’s competitors had “a lot of
work ahead of them” if they wanted to
compete with Apple Watch.
Sir Jonathan Ive, Apple’s lead design-

er, said that the new S1 processor that
powers Watch was “essentially minia-
turising an entire computer system on
to a single chip”.
The other announcement, Apple

Pay, will allowusers to store their credit
card details in a virtualwallet. They can
then useWatch or an iPhone to pay for

goods in shops and online in a similar
manner to a contactless credit card.
The payments chip that powers the

system will not store credit card num-
bers but instead convert them into
unique transaction codes.A fingerprint
scanner verifies that the cardholder is
present when the transaction is carried
out. Apple said that these measures
would help to prevent card fraud.
Eric Van der Kleij, Head of Level39,

the technology start-up company, said
thatApple Pay represented “a powerful
signal from a brand like Apple” and
demonstrated that major hardware
providers saw huge potential in facili-
tating secure mobile payments.
The iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus,

which will be available in Britain from
September 19, come with crisper dis-
plays and more powerful cameras, as
well as an advanced image stabilisation
system on the Plusmodel. They are the
thinnest that Apple has made, with the
largest screens, at 4.7in and 5.5in.
Apple has also promised better bat-

tery life and faster WiFi connectivity.
Mr Cook said that they were “with-

out a doubt the best iPhoneswe’ve ever
done” and “the biggest advancement in

the history of iPhone”.
The iPhone 6 displays,
dubbed Retina HD by
Apple, contain more
than 1millionpixels for
the 4.7in version and
more than 2million for
the 5.5in version. The
screens have stronger
glass.
The iPhone 6 will

start at $199 (£123) and
the iPhone 6 Plus at
$299.
Watch will cost $349

when it is released next
year.

Stylish innovator also
announces a pair of
bigger iPhones and a
smart new way to pay,
James Dean reports

JUSTIN SULLIVAN / GETTY IMAGES

Iconic design comes full circle

As I raise my hand
from my side,
Watch’s display

automatically flickers
into life, displaying a
compact array of
circles representing all
the apps I can use
(James Dean writes).
I can tap and swipe

the touchscreen in the
usual manner, but I
can also command
additional functions by
pushing harder
because the screen,
unlike the iPhone, has
pressure detectors. I
twist the “digital
crown”, which lets me

zoom in and out of
maps and scroll
through lists without
getting my fingers in
the way of the screen.
The design is sleek,

smooth and
aesthetically pleasing.
The digital crown
resembles the wind
crown on an old-
fashioned watch. From
a fashion perspective,
it is understated but
clearly resembles an
advanced piece of kit.
Its smooth back sits
snugly on my wrist.
I am using a

prototype of the entry-

level model but Watch
comes in two other
versions — the lighter
Watch Sport and
Watch Edition,
which has an
18-carat
gold
case.
There

is one
draw-
back
though.
Watch
can only
be used
with the
iPhone 6 or
iPhone 5.

Tim Cook, left, Apple’s chief, with Bono and U2, who played at the presentation
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Labour’s deadly legacy puts the Union at risk

M
ore than 20 years ago, I
opposed devolution. I
did so not because I
thought Scotland could
not govern itself. Plainly

it can. I did so because I believed
devolution would be a high road to
separation. So it has proved. The vote
next week is about far more than the
future of Scotland. It is about the
future of every part of the United
Kingdom.
The previous Labour government

left a deadly legacy when it passed a
Devolution Act that was
spectacularly one-sided. It offered
Scotland all it asked for and — apart
from a small reduction in Scottish
MPs — ignored the impact on the
rest of the UK. It would be ironic
indeed if Scotland voted for
separation, and Labour lost all its
significant representation in the
Commons. If this comes to pass, no
one should weep for them.
I welcome the present cross-party

consensus to save the Union, but we
should not forget that, throughout
the 1980s and 1990s, Labour
connived with nationalist opinion in
demonising the Conservatives and,
by implication, the English. They are
doing it still, and have fed a divisive
narrative that has bitten deep,
ignoring the revolution in Scottish
living standards brought about, in
large part, by Conservative policies.
One example suffices: a hundred

years ago, the English were far better
paid than their Scottish counterparts.
Today, they are not: a position
achieved largely under Conservative
governments sustained by

a large majority of English MPs.
Nonetheless, despite all

provocations, the Conservative party
remains unionist and passionately in
favour of keeping Scotland in the
UK. The Scottish nationalists and
Labour may taunt daily that the
Conservatives have only one MP in
Scotland, yet we continue to
campaign for the Union. This is an
act of conviction, not of self-interest.
Surely that gives us the right to be
heard with respect, instead of daily
sneers and derision from the SNP?
Suppose Scotland won its

independence and left the UK. What
would this mean? I believe Scotland
and the whole of the UK would be
damaged. We need one another and,
if separated, would all face unwelcome
and unanticipated change.
If the UK lost Scotland, it would be

diminished — be in no doubt about
that. Our defence would be severely
weakened. Trident would almost
certainly be lost. Britain’s role as the
second largest military force in the
EU would be gone and, with it, many
of our close ties to the United States.
The UK would be weaker in every

international body and, most
damagingly, within the European
Union. Our chance of reforming the
EU would be diminished, and the
risk of our exit from it enhanced.
Britain’s place as a member of the
permanent five of the United
Nations would no longer be viable.
Moreover, the calls for independence
in Wales would surely grow. The loss
of Scotland would lead to the total
reconfiguration of a United Kingdom
that we have cherished for centuries.
But Scotland, too, would suffer —

even if it were admitted to the EU
(and there is no certainty of this). As
a mere five million citizens among
500 million, the Scots would have far
less influence upon important
decisions than they do now. They
would have made a lamentable
choice: to leave the most successful

union in history for one that still
faces fundamental economic and
currency problems and that would,
in any event, be far less responsive to
Scotland’s needs. Scotland has
always been well represented in the
UKparliament and government: how
can Alex Salmond allow anyone to
believe they would have comparative
representation in the EU?
And what of defence and foreign

policy? What defences would
Scotland have? And does the SNP
really believe that Nato would
welcome them into the fold once
they have destroyed the United

Kingdom’s nuclear deterrent?
As for Scottish interests overseas,

British embassies, high commissions
and consulates exist in almost every
corner of the world, representing UK
interests and caring for any citizen in
distress. How would an independent
Scotland function outside its shores?
Does Alex Salmond plan to establish
a presence in all these countries? If
so, at what cost — and who will pay?
For years, British ministers have

campaigned for investment to come
to a UK that includes Scotland. But
an independent Scotland would find
the same ministers campaigning only
for the interests of England, Wales
and Northern Ireland. Does Mr
Salmond give a thought to what this
would do to the future prosperity of
Scotland?

It is truly absurd for the SNP to
claim that they can still use sterling.
A currency union requires a political
union — as the travails of the euro
have shown us — and Scotland will
have broken that union. The SNP are
actively and knowingly misleading
the Scots on this point — as they are
on so much else.
The four nations of the UK have

lived together, worked together and
fought together for generations.
What would a Scottish exit mean for
that relationship? At present, around
750,000 Scots live and work outside
Scotland but within the UK— none
of whom, incidentally, can vote on
the future of their country. They
would, legally at least, become
“foreigners”: a development that for
us English is almost impossible to
contemplate. A long-time neighbour,
friend and colleague could suddenly
and unwillingly become a citizen of a
foreign country.
And should Scotland vote for

separation some very practical
questions arise: how would an
independent Scotland survive in
another financial crisis? How much
of the Scottish financial industry
would defect to London? By how
much might taxes rise and public
expenditure fall as oil revenues
decline?
The youth of Scotland — who will

live longest with the result (and will
certainly live through the diminishing
relevance of oil) — deserve answers
to such questions. Yet, with just over a
week to go, these are still not
forthcoming from the Yes campaign.
I despair that the SNP promised a

referendum without a UK-wide
consultation on the implications of
independence. It is, frankly, an
absurdly inadequate way to bring
about constitutional change. But that
is what has happened, and I suspect
history will judge them very severely
on this.
Whether Scotland becomes

independent or merely receives more
powers fromWestminster, the British
constitution, which was in flux, will
have been up-ended. There will be
long-term serious changes as a result
of what has been offered to Scotland,
even if separation is defeated next
week. No one, I believe, has fully
appreciated the scale of what this
might mean. We face a constitutional
revolution.
The Union was, and is, precious.

Once broken, it cannot be put back
together again. And to break it in
acrimony would be the worst
possible parting.
In the 16th century, a Scottish

philosopher who taught at Glasgow
and St Andrews universities called
for the union of England and
Scotland. He offered wise words: “It
is of more moment to understand
aright and clearly to lay down the
truth of any matter than to use
eloquent language.” That is what the
No campaign has sought to do, and,
if its language has been less eloquent,
less emotive, less positive than the
pro-independence campaign, it can
at least comfort itself with the virtue
of having laid down the truth.
The name of this philosopher was

John Major. He was right to call for
union then: it is right to sustain it
now, whatever the price in
constitutional innovation. The
decisions to be taken will affect all
our futures.
Britain is Great. From the lochs

and glens of Scotland, to the valleys
of Wales, to the peaks and gorges of
England to the coastline of Northern
Ireland. Each has its own unique
beauty, and its own unique people.
But collectively, we four small and
proud nations —for all our
differences — have achieved so
much together as a United Kingdom.
To splinter now, in such a turbulent

and uncertain world, would be pure
folly which is why, for all our sakes, I
hope Scotland votes “no”.

We need firepower – not
false friends like this
Roger Boyes
Page 18

comment pages of the year

John
Major

The UK is precious –
once broken, it cannot
be put back together

Today Largely dry and sunny but cloudy with heavy thundery showers over central Europe. Max 33C (91F), min 2C (36F)
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Alicante 30 Sunny
Amsterdam 16 Shower
Athens 28 Sunny
Barcelona 24 Thunder
Belgrade 29 Fair
Berlin 18 Shower
Brussels 18 Sunny
Bucharest 29 Sunny
Budapest 23 Shower
Corfu 25 Sunny
Faro 23 Shower
Florence 27 Fair
Frankfurt 20 Sunny
Geneva 22 Shower
Gibraltar 29 Sunny

Helsinki 18 Sunny
Innsbruck 14 Drizzle
Istanbul 26 Sunny
Lanzarote 24 Sunny
Las Palmas 24 Sunny
Lisbon 22 Thunder
Madeira 25 Shower
Madrid 27 Sunny
Majorca 26 Thunder
Malaga 30 Sunny
Malta 26 Thunder
Milan 26 Fair
Moscow 22 Sunny
Munich 20 Cloudy
Naples 25 Thunder

Nice 26 Sunny
Nicosia 27 Rain
Oslo 18 Sunny
Paris 20 Sunny
Prague 18 Shower
Reykjavik 12 Shower
Rhodes 26 Sunny
Rome 27 Thunder
Salzburg 19 Cloudy
St Petersburg 18 Cloudy
Stockholm 19 Sunny
Tenerife 23 Sunny
Venice 26 Sunny
Vienna 21 Fair
Warsaw 18 Shower

Today’s temperatures forecast for noon

Forecast for noon today. Wind speed in mph.
Temperatures maximum for day, degrees C
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Noon today

France, Belgium, Netherlands, Norway
Staying mostly dry with long sunny spells and
just a little patchy cloud, however rather cloudy
over Belgium and the Netherlands.
Maximum 28C (82F), minimum 4C (39F).

Spain, Portugal, the Mediterranean islands
Rather cloudy all day with thunderstorms in the
afternoon but remaining dry with clearer skies
and long sunny spells over central Spain.
Maximum 33C (91F), minimum 13C (55F).

Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Slovenia,
Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia
Rather cloudy with heavy rain and thunderstorms
and the risk of some localised flooding.
Maximum 30C (86F), minimum 2C (36F).

The southern Balkans, Cyprus, Turkey
A mix of thick patchy cloud and sunshine

throughout the day but with heavy isolated
showers in the afternoon. Maximum 33C (91F),
minimum 9C (48F).

Germany, Poland, Denmark, Sweden,
Finland, western Russia, the Baltic states
Rather cloudy initially but sunny intervals in the
afternoon. Isolated heavy showers over Germany
with the chance of lighter showers elsewhere.
Maximum 22C (72F), minimum 7C (45F).

British Isles
A dry day with sunny intervals but cloudier over
eastern and central areas in the afternoon. The
best of the sunshine over Cornwall and western
Ireland. Maximum 21C (70F), minimum 3C (37F).

Outlook
Thunderstorms continuing over central Europe.
Elsewhere, mostly dry with long sunny spells.
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Matthew Parris MyWeek

The jihadists must be crushed but not by the West making rash pacts with Assad or Putin

Firepower is vital in Iraq – not false friends

H
e may be the model of a
modern media general but
David Richards is a pretty
muddled strategist. As a
distinguished chief of

defence staff he rightly urged the
setting up of a 100,000-strong Free
Syrian Army to topple Bashar al-
Assad. Now, as Lord Richards of
Herstmonceux, he wants us to turn
Assad into an ally in the looming war
against Islamic State jihadists. In fact
he seems to favour engagement with
all the Hellfire Club, including
Vladimir Putin and Hassan Rouhani,
the president of Iran.
That’s a sure path to disaster.

There is of course a pedigree to the
idea that the enemy of my enemy is
my friend. Sometimes it works for a
while — Churchill aligning with the
murdering Stalin to defeat the
murdering Hitler —but has
devastating after-tremors when the
pragmatic friendship has run its
course. When the formula does
function (Henry Kissinger playing
off communist China against the
Soviet Union), it is because
there is a clear strategic purpose.
For Mr Kissinger it was about
steering towards a rule-based world
order that reduced the nuclear
threat to the US.
David Richards once described

himself as a moral soldier. But
engaging with Assad, who is
responsible for the deaths of almost
200,000 fellow Syrians, will not
produce a moral outcome. Nor can it
be justfied in terms of Kissingerian
realpolitik.
“There are the bones of a grand

strategic solution to the Middle East
here”, says the retired general, “if we
can get together with people we
viewed as hostile.” By which he
presumably means a healing
collaboration between well-meaning
Sunnis and Shias to rid the world of
the deviant caliphate being set up by
the Islamic State army.
Here’s the rub, though: grand

“solutions” for the Middle East
almost always make things worse.
The only half-way sensible plan is
the one that will be announced by
Barack Obama today: to isolate the
Islamic State from its Arab

supporters, to persuade Sunnis
around the world that its variant of
holy war is little better than
gangsterism, and to box in and
shrink the jihadist army using
American firepower and, on the
ground, Kurdish soldiers, Iraqi
government troops and a properly
armed Free Syrian Army. Isolating
Islamic State will not succeed if the
jihadists can simply slip into their
Syrian safe havens.
Action has to be defined on its

own terms. It will entail —and we

cannot expect President Obama to
go public on this today —the US
assuming the right to strike Islamic
State convoys as they cross the Iraqi-
Syrian border, perhaps entering
Syrian air space in hot pursuit. And,
if a robust enough consensus is
gathered from Arab states, bombing
the jihadist command centres in
eastern Syria.
For the first time in 40 months of

insurgency and atrocities, the
Obama administration will have to
face the reality of some degree of
involvement in the Syrian civil war.
It may be limited to disabling Syrian
air defence if it attempts to hinder
attacks on Islamic State outposts.
There won’t be an attempt to bomb
Assad (no repeat then of Libya and
Colonel Gaddafi), but neither should

any kind of deal be struck with him.
He is the faux enemy of an enemy,

having let Islamic State units expand,
train and maul the moderate
opponents of his regime. Even now
the jihadists are serving a purpose
for Assad, allowing him the conceit
of being a partner in the war against
terror. The worst possible outcome is
that the West upgrades the Syrian
dictator yet fails to crush Islamic
State. We would upset almost the
entire moderate Sunni population of
the Middle East. And Assad,
secure in the knowledge that his
dynasty was untouchable, would be
lobbying for a second visit to
Buckingham Palace.
Policy cannot solely be based on

buying support from those who wish
us ill. Mr Kissinger would disagree;
he is convinced we will have to reach
an understanding with Russia, China
and Iran to prevent Afghanistan
plunging into chaos when the last US
troops leave. That, he says, is what
history teaches him. But we inhabit a
more interconnected world; holding
the balance of power has become
more complex than in the 19th or
20th centuries. If the price of
Russian support on Afghanistan is
acceptance of the annexation of
Crimea, will peace have been served?
Or a self-deluding nuclear deal with
Iran in return for Tehran’s co-
operation?
So let’s not start cosying up to

Villains Inc. Fighting the jihadists of
Iraq and Syria is a global imperative.
It is also a defining moment for
President Obama. If he is to show his
mettle he cannot make military
action contingent on a friendly nod
from the Butcher of Damascus.

The fight against Islamic State may
mean crossing the border into Syria

Grand ‘solutions’ for
the Middle East almost
always make it worse

Overcrowded jails?
It makes perfect
sense to go Dutch
Stephen Pollard

P
rison reform campaigners
are up in arms. Over the
summer, dozens of already
full prisons had to take in
even more inmates: 40

prisons have had to raise their
“operational capacity”.
Ministry of Justice figures show

that 22.9 per cent of prisoners are in
overcrowded jails. Some prisons are
operating at 160 per cent of their
supposed capacity. Some say we
should build more prisons. Some say
we should use prison ships. Some
don’t care.
I say: send them to Holland.
I’ve nothing against the Dutch. I’m

not suggesting we turn the
Netherlands into a modern-day
Australia. But the Netherlands has a
falling prison population and,
although at least eight of its 85
prisons will have closed by 2018,
almost half of its capacity will still be
unused. There are more prison
officers than prisoners in the
Netherlands.
The Dutch are a great trading

nation — and their response has been
to open up a trade in prison places. A
proposed new law would make all
prisoners pay €16 (£13) a night from
next year. Very good value that is, too.
Dutch prisons are spacious and well
maintained.
And next year it won’t be just

Dutch prisoners staying in them. On
Monday the Norwegian justice
minister revealed a plan for about
300 of his country’s criminals to
spend at least some of their term in a
Dutch prison.
Although Norway has one of the

lowest incarceration rates in the
world — 72 prisoners per 100,000
population, compared with 148 in the
UK— it shares our problem of not
having enough prison space.
We stick our convicts in prison by

hook or, as it were, by crook — even
if that means somewhere like
Wandsworth, designed to hold 900
criminals, now has nearly 1,600
inside. In Norway, by contrast, there
are 1,300 convicts waiting to get into
prison because so few exist. Under
the plan, some long-term prisoners
will spend part of their sentence in
the Netherlands, as well as foreigners
who will be deported anyway when
their time is up.
There’s a precedent for this. Some

550 Belgian prisoners have done
their time in the Netherlands since
an agreement between the two
governments in 2009.
Everybody wins. So here’s the

question for the Ministry of Justice.
What’s stopping you?

Stephen Pollard is editor of
The Jewish Chronicle

Clacton’s
most wanted
suffers from
identity crisis

M
y Saturday column
citing Clacton-on-Sea as
a place whose opinions
shouldn’t dictate the
Conservative manifesto

has not everywhere been well
received, especially in Clacton.
“Residents’ fury at Tory’s
Clacton slur” is the headline in the
Clacton Gazette.
The Gazette is an exceptionally

good local paper, but it’s a pity about
the big photo they published to show
irate readers what the villainous
Parris looks like. Whoever this
anonymous, ruddy, chubby,
thirtysomething guy wearing a
purple shirt and a tentative smile
may be (the mistaken image has now
been removed from the online
version), he might have a case for
damages against the newspaper
should he ever visit the seaside
town and be tarred, feathered,
torched and thrown off the pier
by a howling mob.

At home with Ted

They do say that if you want to
keep a secret you should make
a speech in the Commons

chamber or publish your
autobiography. One such memoir
dropped through my letterbox years
ago: columnists are deluged with
unsolicited books. During a major
sift through the accumulating heap
to see what could go to the charity
shop, my hand hovered recently over
No Make-Up: Straight Tales from a
Queer Life, by Jeremy Norman
(2006). Idly I flicked the pages.
It’s a marvellous book.

Startlingly candid, unblushingly
funny about wealth, privilege and
the pursuit of fun, Mr Norman
(for ten years a proprietor of
Burke’s Peerage and the
founder of the Heaven
gay nightclub in
London) paints an
unforgettable picture of
gay life in an age of
official prohibition.
But it’s his

description of Ted
Heath that surprises. In
a spiky miscellany of
vignettes of exotic gay and
bisexual men, spies and
hedonists, appears a
chapter on the late Sir
Edward. Norman’s
interior-designer partner,

Derek Frost, had done work at Ted’s
Salisbury house. The former prime
minister (says Norman) kept
inventing tiny “after-care service”
tasks (like re-stitching two cushions)
to ask the couple over or get
himself invited to their country
cottage. “It was clear to us he was
lonely, and looking for an excuse to
meet, [and that] in his own inhibited
way, he was reaching out to us as
a gay couple . . .”
Ted told them he had supported

an equal age of consent but “the
party rank and file would never
have stood for it”. Norman
concludes: “I couldn’t help but
conclude that he was a deeply
closeted gay man . . . That

impression was reinforced by his
monosyllabic answers to

questions about his love life.
“The last time we saw the

old boy was [in 2004] when
we called on him at
Salisbury . . . He was as
hospitable as ever. His
housekeeper provided
some excellent canapés
and he opened a bottle of
champagne. A curious and
unexplained character

greeted us at the front door:
a young, educated Oriental
man who seemed to be a
close friend and confidant.
He was clearly not an
employee, as he stayed with

us during our chat . . . No explanation
was sought or proffered as to his
place in the household.”
Gossip is not always unkind. Like

Jeremy Norman I think more
affectionately of Ted because of
these reflections. They humanise,
explain his woodenness, and say
something about the injustice that
left him with a personal side but one
he felt he could not speak about.

Last laugh

Ayear ago I upset some
economists with a column
(Sept 7, 2013) wondering why

they get everything wrong;
and quoted predictions of economic
doom under George Osborne that
were made by Danny (David)
Blanchflower, a former member of
the Bank of England’s monetary
policy committee.
He responded online: “Oh dear so

quickly out of date with your
comments . . . worst recovery in 100
yrs . . . the economy was growing
nicely when the coalition . . . destroyed
the growth. Never mind you can’t be
right all the time. If at all.”
I undertook to let time tell. Last

week we learnt that the economy
was growing more strongly even as
he spoke, and Britain has now
overtaken Germany and France. As
the good professor said, you can’t be
right all the time. If at all.

550 Belgian prisoners
have done time in the
Netherlands since 2009

Roger
Boyes

@rogerboyes
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It’s not just better together. It’s bereft apart
The tearing apart of such a great Union would be simply unbearable. There’s a solution, though, that we could agree on

H
i, I’m Alice Thomson.
That’s Thomson without a
“p”. Actually it’s the third
most common surname
north of the border. My

family are Anglo-Scots. My great-
grandfather was moderator of the
Church of Scotland; my great-uncles
died fighting with the Gordon
Highlanders in the First World War.
My brother competed for Scotland
under the saltire and lives in
Edinburgh; his children have
Scottish accents.
I live in London and I am half-

English (a third of people in England
have Scottish blood). I wouldn’t say I
am Scottish, but I am British. I love
Britain. I’m not obsessed by it. But
it’s my identity, on my passport and
my children’s. I don’t want to lose my
land in eight days’ time.
I can’t bear the idea of Britannia

being decapitated next week. I know
it will be bloody and brutal and we
can’t let it happen. It’s not simply
better off together, but bereft apart.

This isn’t a time now for rational
argument. I have debated in columns
the economic reasons we should stay
together. But this is about so much
more than money. Nor is it a time for
scaremongering or recriminations.
This is an emotional appeal for the
survival of a phenomenal Union.
The British are self-deprecating.

We shouldn’t be. Great Britain is
incredible; the name alone is a
triumph. Across the Channel they
never managed to call themselves
France Formidable, but when it
matters most we are always Great
Britain and that’s because we are
greater than the sum of our parts, an
astonishing global brand.
We should remember it. Scotland

is half of me, it’s a quarter of our
landmass, it’s our lochs and munros,
some of our greatest economists,
inventors, writers and poets.
The United Kingdom doesn’t

sound inviting if it’s fractured,
fragmented, and disabled, stretching
only from Land’s End to Carlisle.
Britain has never been a vast land,
with only 0.9 per cent of the world’s
population, but what a place.

I don’t mean to boast, but it
pioneered democracy, freedom of
speech and the industrial revolution
and it has dominated the worlds of
science and culture. It has accepted
new cultures and religions and
assimilated them and grown with
them. It created the NHS and the
welfare state. Many of our great
institutions are defined by being
British: the BBC, the British Museum,
even British Airways. What will
happen to their names?
No union enjoys being torn

asunder. The former Canadian
politician Michael Ignatieff, recalling
Canada’s agonising over Quebec,
wrote: “This is the moral sin of
separatism. Separatist politicians,
desiring to be presidents or prime
ministers of little countries, force
their citizens to make choices they
should not have to make between
identities they have combined, each
in their own unique way, and now
watch being ripped apart — one
portion of themselves flung on one
side of the border, a damaged
remnant on the other . . . If Scotland
does secede there will be many torn
souls the day after.”
But there is a solution. We could

become a partnership. Gordon
Brown may not have saved the world
but he is finally mentioning what all
three parties in Westminster have
hinted at but refused to articulate.

There is a third way. Each party has
come up with a slightly different
version, Labour’s being the most
pusillanimous. In Scotland, various
other versions have been suggested:
devo-max, devo-plus and devo-more,
all giving more tax-raising powers
and fiscal responsibility to Holyrood.
Mr Brown calls it Home Rule.

Whatever they call it, they urgently
need to agree on its formula and
present it to the Scots as soon as

possible. There is no point in having
a timetable for change if no one
knows what is being suggested: the
extra 5p on income tax under Ed
Balls’s plans or full tax-raising
powers under devo-max.
It should mean that the Scots —

including Alex Salmond — will have
the best of all possible worlds. If they
have a version of devo-max or
devo-plus they will have their own
tax-raising powers and control over
their welfare state. With a proper
link between taxation and
expenditure, the English could
stop complaining about subsidising
their Celtic cousins and the Scots
can chuck out the spare room

subsidy and introduce a mansion tax.
Meanwhile they will still share

Britain’s seat at the UN and G7, they
will keep the embassies, the BBC and
sterling. The Bank of England could
be renamed the Bank of Britain. The
Royal Bank of Scotland won’t feel
the need to relocate, nor will other
conglomerates make a run for the
south. The markets will stabilise; the
Scots won’t have to man the borders
or restructure their armed forces.
There will be no question of the
Queen’s role; she can still have her
barbecues at Balmoral.
With an ageing population the

Scots should appreciate Britain still
helping with their pensions. They
already control their own legal,
education, transport and health
systems but will have more influence
sharing a foreign policy. They could
fight to keep Britain in the EU,
rather than having to beg to be
allowed back in.
I used to think that devo-max/plus

would be unfair on the English, who
would seem to get little in return
except a constitutional headache. But
they could also now debate a more
federal system for the rest of the isles
that would still allow them to remain
a global power. It could reinvigorate
both sides of the border. A “no” vote
would no longer be seen as negative
but as a positive, optimistic vision for
a new, even greater Great Britain.

The UK is greater than
the sum of its parts, an
astonishing global brand

The idea of Britannia
being decapitated next
week is quite awful

Buy prints or signed copies of Times cartoons from our Print Gallery at timescartoons.co.uk

Alice
Thomson

@alicettimes
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Cliff Edge
The three main party leaders are heading to Scotland in near panic.

They may lack the poetry of independence, but they are armed with hard facts
Westminster is panicking. The tightening of the
Scottish polls has given the three party leaders the
urge to act. Scotland has made plain its distrust of
the “Westminster elite” that these men personify.
Still, the party leaders desire to campaign for the
Union is understandable. Despite numerous
warnings, Scotlandhas notwokenup to the future
it would face with independence.
The currency has, rightly, been a central issue

throughout the campaign. Scotland would have
four options, each of them unattractive. Alex Sal-
mondwants a currency union. There would be no
reason for the rest of theUK to agree to this: shar-
ingacurrencywithout sharingagovernmentdoes
not work, and the Bank of England would not
want to negotiate policy with a foreign central
bank. Another option is the euro —a currency
union with 18 other countries. This is unlikely,
though, since Scotland’s path to EU membership
is unclear. Alternatively, Scotland could create its
own currency, at vast expense. This currency
wouldbeunstable, drivingup thecostof tradewith
the UK and Europe.
So, the only plausible option for Scotlandwould

be to use sterling without any formal agreement
— “sterlingisation” as it is known. This would en-
tail Scotland leavingcontrolof itsmonetarypolicy

to a central bank that looks after a foreign eco-
nomy.What is independent about that? Crucially,
sterlingisationwould terrifybusinessesandbanks.
Scotland would have no central bank of its own,
while no longer being able to use the Bank of En-
gland as a lender of last resort. RBS and Lloyds
would have to move south before savers shifted
their deposits to English banks. To persuade busi-
nesses to remain, Scotland would have to be busi-
ness-friendly and impose low taxes — precisely
what somany “yes” voters think they are rebelling
against. Sterlingisation would deprive Scotland of
its financial independence and drive industry
away. And that is the best option.
Even if Scotland’s currency were not an issue,

the nationalist vision of a flourishing economy
would remain remote. Mr Salmond has pointed
out that no country ever got poor by having oil.
True enough. But the revenue fromNorth Sea oil
is diminishing. The amount of oil and gas extract-
ed from theNorthSeahas beendeclining at an av-
erage rate of 7.8 per cent each year since 1999. The
vast majority of oil production that takes place in
Scottish waters is done by foreign firms, which
mightabscondafter sterlingisation.Similarly, over
80 per cent of the whisky industry is controlled
overseas, and two-thirds of farmed salmon is

owned inNorway.WhenScotland’s economy fails
to inspire confidence, significant amounts of this
foreign capital will migrate to the UK. The Scot-
tish economy may take a long time to recover.
Better Together has pressed this message

relentlessly. In response, many Scots have stuck
their fingers in their ears and pretended not to
hear or, worse, decided that what they are hearing
is untrue. Certainly unionists should have made
a more positive case for the Union, but the nega-
tive case stands alone. If the problem is the mes-
sengers, Scotland should listen to Credit Suisse,
which has warned that Scotland would face “a
deep recession . . . [a] deposit flight . . . a 5 per cent
to 10 per cent fall in wages [and] a steep rise
in unemployment.”
The Westminster party leaders have cancelled

today’s Prime Minister’s Questions so they can
press the case for the Union. As the momentum
seems to remainwith theYes campaign, theyneed
to find their voice quickly. The Better Together
campaign has already offered more devolution
than it ever thought likely. It has made the sens-
ible, economic case again and again, and there is
no option other than to repeat it. Though a little
unionist poetry would not go amiss, the scale of
the mess awaiting Scotland is truly the point.

Red Sea Summit
It is time for the nations of the Sunni Middle East to take responsibility

In the Red Sea city of Jeddah tomorrow there will
be an important meeting of what one might call
the Sunni powers, together with the US Secretary
of State, JohnKerry. The host is SaudiArabia. The
Gulf States will be taking part, as will Egypt, Jor-
dan, Lebanon and Turkey, and the issue is how
they act together to tackle the threat of the self-
styled caliphate, supposedly established by
fighters who are themselves Sunni Muslims.
After all the effort and trouble that has been

expended by the western powers in the Middle
East in recent years, it is a seductive idea, often
repeated, that the countries of the region should
now take up the challenge presented by the
Islamic State. One regional power, Iran, has
already moved to assist the Iraqi government in
the military campaign. So why should the
Gulf states and others not provide the military
backing needed to defeat the terrorist forces,
thus saving the US, Britain and the West the
expense and dangers of military involvement in
another conflict?
In one sense recent history tells us why such an

outcome is unlikely. The Sunni states were almost

all hostile to the regime of Bashar al-Assad.Whe-
ther or not they regarded Syria as a battlefield in
a war between the twomain strains of Islam, or as
a proxy for a struggle for influencewith Iran, their
practical involvement amounted only to funding
and arming some of the Syrian rebel groups.
When demands for action against the Syrian re-
gime peaked after the sarin gas attack last year,
they were placed at the door of President Obama
and his western allies.
Since then the Sunni nations had, if anything,

moved farther apart. Qatar and Kuwait are re-
garded byEgypt and Jordan as being the source of
private money and political support for Islamist
extremistsof various stripes.Nowthingsare clear-
ly changing.The talk is thatSaudiArabiawouldbe
prepared to contribute to a military effort against
the Islamic State. On Monday, the Arab League
agreed to take action — political, legal and mili-
tary. Yet even then theArab nations stopped short
of agreeing to back the use of American force in
the region.
Realistically the sanctioning of such support to

American, British and othermilitary intervention

in aid of Iraqi or Kurdish forces is the best action
that can be hoped for from these countries.Their
ownmilitary forces, though often well armed, are
unlikely to be up to the job even if their leaders
wereprepared todeploy them.Aclearandunequi-
vocal endorsement of western action, however,
would give significant encouragement to Presi-
dent Obama and other western leaders.
That is by no means the end of it. In addition

there are important actions that individual coun-
tries can take depending on their position and
their role. Turkey can andmust close its border to
jihadists travelling to Syria to join the Islamic
State. It is time Qatar and others acted to prevent
wealthy private citizens from bankrolling the cali-
phate, and discouraged clerics from preaching in
its support. More aid needs to be given to Jordan,
Lebanon, the Kurdish region of Iraq and Turkey,
which are struggling to cope with one of the great
refugee crises of our time.
We are not talking here about a grand coalition

as in the firstGulfWar, or a coalition of thewilling
as in 2003. Jeddah has rather to see the beginning
of a coalition of the responsible.

Satisfaction
Keith Richards, grandfather to five, has finally decided that it isn’t a drag getting old

It wasn’t his band that claimed they hoped they
died before they got old but Keith Richards, the
Rolling Stones guitarist, has lived it as a maxim.
The man who mixed his father’s ashes with
cocaine and snorted them, now, at the grand old
age of 70, says he hopes to “raise the profile of
grandfathers” with his new book for children.
Now that he has five grandchildren, Richards

began to reflect on his relationship with his own
grandfather, Theodore Augustus Dupree. He has
produced a homage to his musical inspiration:
Gus and Me: The Story of My Granddad and My
First Guitar. The book tells of a boy called Keith

(you seewhat he’s done there?) as his grandfather
introduces him to the joys of popular music.
This was the man, it should be recalled, who

played guitar night after night behind his lead
singer who suggested “what a drag it is getting
old”.Wildhorses couldn’t havedraggedhimaway,
in those days, from the consumption of sackloads
of what he euphemistically called “mother’s little
helpers”.Manywas the time, someof themrequir-
ing rescue from leader writers on The Times, that
Richards cried out “tell me, SisterMorphine, how
long have I been lying here?”.
There have been dark periods. There was once

a time when Richards couldn’t see a red door
without wanting it painted black. It may now, fi-
nally, be time to update the back catalogue for
Richards’s new-found state of grace with the age-
ing process.
The daymay comewhen the band is imploring

the state to Gimme Me Sheltered Accommodation.
Midnight Ramblerwill soon tell the story of Rich-
ards’s tendency to lose the thread in conversation.
The question of whether he can any longer get
any satisfaction will, sad to say, soon become a
fond memory. One thing is sadly untrue. Time is
not, alas, any longer on his side.

Daily Universal Register

UK: David Cameron, Nick Clegg and Ed
Miliband campaign in Scotland ahead of
the independence referendum; House of
Commons full debate on concerns including
Iraq, Syria, Ukraine, Gaza and Libya;
opening ceremony of the Invictus Games.
US: United Nations Security Council
meeting on Afghanistan; President Barack
Obama delivers address to the nation about
plans for fighting the Islamic State.

The nuts are about
to fall from a
number of majestic
trees. Many beech
trees are covered
with hairy wooden
husks, or cupules,

which will split into four, and drop the
triangular nuts inside them. However, very
few of the nuts will be plump enough to be
edible. When they are, they are very tasty.
Woodpigeons and jays, as well as squirrels,
come to eat them, and great tits drop down
from the branches above to pick them up. In
future, the forest scene in southern England
may look rather different, since it is
predicted that beeches will move north if
global warming increases. On sweet
chestnut trees there are numerous prickly
green nut cases. There are generally three
nuts in them, but two of these often lack a
proper kernel, with only the middle one
offering anything to eat. This is a tree of
warm climates, and better nuts grow in
Mediterranean countries. Many horse
chestnut trees have been ravaged by the
caterpillars of the leaf miner moth again this
year, but the conkers are unaffected and the
green globes that contain them stand out
bright against the brown, withered leaves.
derwent may

Colin Firth, actor,
pictured, The King’s Speech
(2010), The Railway Man
(2013), 54; Sir Thomas
Allen, opera singer, 70;
the Rev Professor Sarah
Coakley, Norris-Hulse
professor of divinity,

University of Cambridge, professor of
divinity, Harvard University (1995-2007), 63;
the Rt Rev Dr John Andrew Armes, bishop
of Edinburgh, 59; Baroness (Audrey)
Emerton, president, Florence Nightingale
Foundation, chief commander, St John
Ambulance (1998-2002), 79; Judy Geeson,
actress, To Sir, with Love (1967), 66;
Professor CHMJ Gilles, expert on tropical
medicine, 93; Karl Lagerfeld, fashion
designer and creative director, Chanel, 79;
the Hon Shân Legge-Bourke, lord-
lieutenant of Powys, 71; David Pountney,
chief executive and artistic director, Welsh
National Opera, 67; Guy Ritchie, film
director, Snatch (2000), Sherlock Holmes:
A Game of Shadows (2011), 46.

In 1897 London taxi-driver George Smith
was arrested and became the first person to
be convicted for drink-driving; in 1939 a
week after Britain and France had declared
war on Germany, Canada did the same; in
1945 the Norwegian Vidkun Quisling was
sentenced to death for collaborating with
Nazi Germany; in 1967 the people of
Gibraltar voted in favour of remaining under
British rule; in 1981 Picasso’s painting
Guernica returned to Spain, having hung in
New York since 1939

“The rhetorician would deceive his
neighbours, the sentimentalist himself; while
art is but a vision of reality.” WB Yeats, Ego
Dominus Tuus

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word
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Letters to the Editor1 London Bridge Street
London SE1 9GF
Email: letters@thetimes.co.uk

How on earth did the UK come to this state?
Sir, When the American colonies
were lost in 1782 (leading article,
Sept 8), George III stubbornly
refused to accept his prime
minister’s resignation. Lord North
had to submit it several times,
wailing that he could not remain
after having brought about “the ruin
of my King and country”. The
monarch eventually acquiesced.
Should Scotland be lost next week, it
is unlikely that David Cameron
would encounter similar royal
resistance if a sense of honour
should lead him to conclude that, as
leader of the Conservative and
Unionist party, he ought not to
remain in office. George Osborne,
the strategic mastermind, ought to
consider his position too.
lord lexden
London SW1

Sir, As Head of State in the United
Kingdom, the Queen should address
the nation. This is the one time in
her reign when she must take this
initiative, overriding her ministers if
necessary. She has a unique insight
into the affairs of her realm that
spans more than 60 years.

If she is convinced of the benefits
of the union, she must speak out to
ask the Scottish people to stay in the
United Kingdom.
andrew y finlay
Llandaff, Cardiff

Sir, The opinion polls put the Yes/No
vote neck and neck. This means that
the future of the United Kingdom
has been potentially placed in the
hands of a few thousand 16-year-old
Scottish schoolchildren, given that
they have unwisely been offered
voting rights in the referendum (or,
alternatively, a few thousand EU
migrants who happen to be living
temporarily in Scotland).
dc martin
Nailsea, Somerset

Sir, Whether Scotland remains in
the union or becomes independent is
for the Scottish people to decide.
However, if the Scots vote to remain
in the union and achieve “devo max”
as promised by the three leading UK
political parties yesterday, then the
West Lothian question has to be
resolved. The English people cannot
be expected to endure indefinitely
Scottish involvement in our
government when English

representatives have no similar
standing north of the border.
We need a level playing field or

the union will become more
threatened by English than Scottish
opinion. In the meantime the
conspiracy of silence among the
Conservative, Labour and Lib Dem
parties on the matter is not
encouraging. Another issue for Ukip
to exploit?
j stratford
Brassey Green, Cheshire

Sir, As part of the 2012 Edinburgh
agreement, the two governments
agreed that the referendum should
“deliver a fair test and a decisive
expression of the views of people in
Scotland and a result that everyone
will respect”. If the outcome of the
referendum is a narrow win for the
“Yes” campaign, how could it be
said that the referendum had
delivered a decisive expression of
the views of people in Scotland?
peter knowles
Bradwell, Devon

Sir, We have had an avalanche of
articles saying what a disaster
Scottish independence would be, but
not one pointing out the potential
economic benefits for the rest of the
UK, especially cities in the north of
England, where many businesses
would relocate from Scotland —
unless the SNP watered down its
socialist policies.
david hutchison
Ewhurst Green, E Sussex

Sir, Scotland might get its freedom
— paid for mainly by its oil and gas.
So why wouldn’t the Shetland
islanders then make a bid for
independence from Scotland? They
are a people who have as much in
common with Edinburgh as most
Scots do with London. Independence
and ownership of the natural
resources surrounding the Shetlands
could give a huge boost to the
islanders’ community wealth.
m stanley
Malvern, Worcs

Sir, As a descendant of Sir Walter
Scott I empathise with the romance
and idealism behind the “Yes”
campaign, the vision of a fairer
society, etc — but all this is already
in the hands of the Scottish
government. If the “Yes” vote is

partly to register disenchantment
with the government at
Westminster, people should look at
the government in Edinburgh and
ask whether its record is any better.
With the latest commitments to

devolve further powers given a “No”
vote, I hope voters will think long
and hard about their decision.
daphne brotherton
London W8

Sir, Until earlier this week I was a
firm voter for “No”. However, I am
strongly opposed to any further
powers being devolved to Holyrood
and still more opposed to the federal
UK that will almost necessarily
follow — without any mandate from
the other members of the union. Pity
there is no “devo min” option. Do I
now abstain or even vote “Yes”?
dr michael tait
Campbeltown, Argyll

Sir, Advocates of “Better Together”
should stop talking of
“independence”, an emotionally
powerful and positive word, and
speak instead of “separation”, which
is altogether more neutral and
diagnostic. We Scots are already
independent in the same way as are
all other citizens of the UK. The
lines of battle are between unionists
and separatists, not between those
seeking freedom and those who, by
inference, subjugate them.
archie currie
Winchester

Sir, I find it very strange that such a
momentous decision can be decided
on a tiny majority, possibly as low as
one. Surely it should be at least two
thirds.
richard maude
Bosham, W Sussex

Sir, Last month, at Tiree airport in
the Inner Hebrides, I unveiled a
memorial to 16 Second World War
Coastal Command aircrew who lost
their lives in a mid-air collision over
the then RAF Tiree. My father was
the captain of one of the two
Handley Page Halifax aircraft in the
collision.
It upsets me to think that the

United Kingdom for which my
father gave his life may shortly cease
to exist.
ken organ
Sheffield

DIY justice rules
Sir, Making court rules simpler to
help families to navigate the justice
system is helpful but masks the real
problem: families being in court in the
first place. Solicitors steer families
away from the courts and towards
alternatives such as mediation. When
mediation does not work, they
encourage clients towards appropriate
settlement of cases rather than fully
contested hearings. Without solicitors,
parents are being driven to the courts
and to representing themselves
(report, Sept 8, and letter, Sept 9).
The government’s cuts to legal aid,

which came into force in April 2013,
could easily cost more than the
intended savings. Removing solicitors
from the process is a false economy. It
is the families fighting in court and
their children who will suffer most.
andrew caplen
President, the Law Society

Leap of faith
Sir, The “Salmon Cannon” (Sept 8)
might make upstream migration less
arduous and less traumatic but what
about the returning fish (kelts) wanting
to get back to the sea to recover from
spawning or the young salmon
(smolts) journeying to the sea to feed
grow and mature? A device that sucks
thousands of live fish through a tube at
22mph could not possibly cater for
them— and certainly not for the
Atlantic salmon in British rivers.
Pity the poor salmon. Man has

rated these wonderful creatures for
centuries, but flying salmon? Please
leave that to the airlines.
stephen m fielding
Kirkbrae, Galashiels

Insecticide claims
Sir, Rob Yorke says that neonicotinoid
insecticides “target specific pests”
(Nature Notebook, Aug 16). This is
misleading — they are broad
spectrum toxins that affect all insects
as well as birds and other wildlife that
encounter them in sufficient amounts.
It is also unhelpful to give the

impression that these chemicals do
not target “bees and hoverflies”.
While neonicotinoid use is intended
to reduce populations of certain pests,
there is significant collateral damage;
500 dead queen bumblebees were
recently found containing high levels
of neonicotinoids next to a field of oil
seed rape at Havering, east London.
Dozens of scientific papers have

now shown that the levels of
neonicotinoids found in arable fields
reduce the foraging and breeding
success of bees. A partial ban is in
place and for the sake of our bees and
our food supply this ban should be
broadened and extended.
matt shardlow
Chief executive, Buglife

Proof of predation?
Sir, Clive Aslet (Sept 9) claims that
“the jury is out” on the impact of
predators on songbird populations.
No it isn’t. The jury, in the form of
numerous scientific papers, delivered
its unanimous verdict long ago by
showing conclusively that,
countrywide, predators such as
magpies and sparrowhawks have no
negative impact whatsoever on native
songbird species. Paradoxically, the
presence of predators can have a
beneficial effect on songbirds, by
causing the latter to be lighter in
weight and thus fitter and more agile
in escaping possible predation.
dr sir christopher lever, Bt
Winkfield, Berks

If London were to follow the
example of the Russian capital and
change its name, Cosmopolis might
be a suitable title. For six weeks
citizens of other nations have been
pouring into England until London
has become a vast hostel. Belgians
whose homes have become
smoking ruins, Frenchmen on
whose lands the soldiers of three
nations are now fighting, Russians
whom the outbreak of war

surprised in some alien country —
all have sought these shores. Here,
too, are many of our enemies’
subjects — Germans and Austrians
who were in England when war
broke out and have chosen to
prolong their sojourn. At the hint
of war Germans who were in Paris
flowed over to England.
This invasion has turned London

into a city where alien tongues may
be heard everywhere. In omnibuses
and trains, in the shops and
theatres one sees foreigners and
one listens to foreign speech. One
might almost suggest that London’s
new motto should be “Ici on parle
Francais”, for in certain parts of the
City the language of our Allies is
heard almost as frequently as our
own. The bulk of London’s French
and Belgian guests are women and
children, whose men are under
arms but have sent their families to
the safety of a sea-girt home.
Yesterday the Government gave an
official welcome to the homeless
victims of the barbarian, but the
people, as we know, had not waited
for an official pronouncement.

Most of our visitors had never
been to this country before, and
not a few of them had formed a
queer notion of the Englishman as
cold, reserved — not unfriendly,
but lacking in spontaneity of
friendship. This is being corrected.
French and Belgians are loud in
appreciation of English kindliness,
whether it takes the form of
offering a home to a refugee or
merely of piloting a bewildered
Flemish family along the
catacombs of the interchange
stations of the Underground.
While we use the generic term

“refugee” we should remember
that not all are without means.
Some are well provided for. In
London suburbs many French and
Belgian families are taking
furnished houses — Hampstead on
the north side and Wimbledon on
the south the favoured localities.

on this day september 10, 1914

LONDON
THE CITY OF
REFUGE

Downton ‘elite’
Sir, No fair-minded person would
disagree that the gap between the
richest and the poorest in the UK is
far too wide. However, union leaders
are wrong to claim that the gap in
income between the richest and
poorest is widening (Sept 9).
The post-tax gap, although still far

too large, is actually shrinking, and
has been for the past six years.
According to the Office for National
Statistics, since 2007-08 the after-tax
income of the richest 20 per cent of
the population fell by 5.2 per cent
while that of the poorest 20 per cent
rose by 3.5 per cent.
david watson
Waterlooville, Hants
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Vaccination plea
Sir, The Joint Committee on
Vaccination and Immunisation is
considering whether the human
papilloma virus (HPV) vaccination
programme should be extended
beyond its target group of 12 to 13-
year-old girls. In our view, all
adolescent boys should also be offered
the vaccine. A sexually transmitted
infection, HPV is the cause of 5 per
cent of all human cancers, specifically
cervical, oropharyngeal, anal, penile,
vaginal and vulval cancers. HPV also
causes genital warts. These diseases
affect males as well as females; in the
UK over 2,000 cases of cancer in men
are caused each year by HPV, as are
some 48,000 cases of genital warts.
Even though the UK’s HPV

vaccination programme reaches over
80 per cent of girls, there are many
communities where coverage rates are
much lower. Vaccinating boys would
therefore help to protect females in
these groups from cervical cancer and
other HPV-related diseases. Males
themselves would also be protected
from HPV infection by non-vaccinated
females, whether they are from the UK
or other countries, and by other males.
The long-term savings in treatment

and care of men with HPV-related
diseases would considerably outweigh
the extra cost (about £20 million a
year) of extending the programme.
john baron, MP, chairman, All-
Party Parliamentary Group on Cancer;
sir paul beresford, chairman, All-
Party Parliamentary Group on
Dentistry; baroness gould of
potternewton, chairwoman,
All-Party Parliamentary Group on
Sexual and Reproductive Health in the
UK; lord patel of bradford,
chairman, All-Party Parliamentary
Group on Men’s Health; pamela
nash, MP, chairwoman, All-Party
Parliamentary Group on HIV and
Aids;mike freer, MP
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World
US presses Arab
states to take up
fight against Isis
The United States will start lining up a
coalition of Arab countries against
Islamic State (Isis) today after Gulf
nations appearedpoised to join themil-
itary campaign.
In a sign that Saudi Arabia wants to

take charge of the Arab response to the
jihadist threat, the kingdom will host a
meeting in the city of Jeddah this week
of foreign ministers from Egypt,
Jordan, Iraq, Turkey and sixGulf states.
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab

Emirates are thought to be weighing a
military contribution to the coalition.
On Sunday the Grand Mufti, Saudi
Arabia’s most senior cleric, called for
Muslims to confront the jihadists. This
comes after recent calls for action by
King Abdullah amid signs that Riyadh
is cautiously making the case for war.
SaudiArabia isunderpressure to step

up, particularly as its arch-enemy, Iran,
is already in a tacit alliance with theUS
in Iraq, supplying weapons to Kurdish
forces and commanding Shia militias.
“It appears Saudi Arabia is moving

towards a more military stance against
Isis,” TheodoreKarasik, of the Institute
for Near East and Gulf Military Ana-
lysis inDubai, said. “For the first time in
many years we are seeing a confluence
of interests between Washington and
Riyadh.”
The two allies fell out last year when

President Obama backed out of air-
strikes in Syria, but the US remains
essential to Saudi security, and Riyadh
is under pressure to join the coalition to

counter the view in Washington that
the kingdom is indirectly responsible
for the emergence of Isis.
AsArab leaders gather in Jeddah,Mr

Obama will make his pitch to the US
public for military action. He will use
his speech tonight, on the eve of the
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, to warn
that Isis poses a long-term threat to the
US homeland if it is allowed to grow.
The address to the nation from the

White House will take place at 9pm
Eastern Time. It is the first since he
addressed the nation on Syrian chemi-
cal weapons a year ago. His reputation
on foreign policy suffered badly after
that appearance, when he readied the
country for military action only to pull

back days later. This time, although he
has been criticised for moving slowly,
he has already authorised almost 150
airstrikes in Iraq, and promised in a
weekend interview “thenext phase is to
start going on some offence”.
The White House said he intended

“to discuss with the American people
the threat posed [by Isis] and to lay out
the United States’ strategy for degrad-
ing and ultimately destroying the
terrorist group”.
Hehaspromised to setouthis “game-

plan” for a broader operation, while
insisting that he will not allowAmerica
to be dragged back into another war in
Iraq.
There are clear signs that US public

opinion is hardening in support of con-
flict after the beheading of two Amer-
ican journalists.Apoll forTheWashing-
tonPost andABCshows that 71 per cent
back airstrikes in Iraq, up from 45 per
cent in June.
WhileMrObama usually faces vocal

demands from Congress to be consult-
ed when he is considering military
action, Republican and Democrat
leaders are not demanding a vote to
authorise a long-term operation.
Mr Obama was meeting

congressional leaders yesterday. Before
that, Mitch McConnell, the Senate Re-
publican leader, urged the president to
“exercise some leadership in launching
a response” to the threat from Isis.
However, with the mid-term elec-

tions in November, Republicans fear
they might be blamed if a vote did not
pass or put too much constraint on
American efforts.
TheWhiteHousehas beenunwilling

to say whether the ambition to destroy
Isis includes expanding the mission
into Syria, but officials in the Obama
camp have admitted openly that the
operation would probably not be com-
pleted before the next presidentmoved
into the White House in January 2017.
The first condition set byMrObama

for expanding operations has beenmet
now that a new Iraqi government has
been formed.
However,MrObama isadamant that

the era of the US playing the role of
global policeman is over, and he has
urged the Sunni states to “step up” to
combat Isis, insisting “this is their
neighbourhood”.
He met John Kerry at the White

Houseyesterday, beforehis secretaryof
state set off for Saudi Arabia to attend
the Jeddah meeting. Mr Kerry will
carry a message that the US wants to
see a range of support, including intelli-
gence from Jordan, efforts from the
Gulf states to stop funds and foreign
fighters reaching Isis in Syria, and some
military support fromcountries includ-
ing the UAE. He will urge Turkey and
Jordan to step up security along their
borders to block any Isis retreat.
Roger Boyes, page 18
Leading article, page 20

Iraq PM fails to fill key jobs

David Taylor Washington
Hugh Tomlinson Dubai

Iraq’s new primeminister has asked for
extra time to form a government after
key security positions within his
cabinet were left unfilled.
Haider al-Abadi has been under

international pressure to give good jobs
to figures from Iraq’s minorities, the
Kurds and Sunnis, as a way of present-
ing a united front against the Sunni
insurgency led by Islamic State. The
jihadistshave seizeda thirdof thecoun-
try for their “caliphate”.
The formation of a broad-based

government is critical to any western
military assistance in pushing back Isis.
American security officials have said
that the US could not be seen as inter-
vening in the conflict as the de facto
air force of an oppressive Shiamajority.
On Monday night, Iraq’s parliament

approved a cabinet dominated by Shia
politicians but including representa-
tives of Sunni and Kurdish minorities.
However, the two most important and

divisive security posts — those of the
interior and defence ministers — re-
mained unfilled, extending a debate
over the country’s path even as the US
began a new push to shore up regional
support for its opposition to Isis.
One of Iraq’s most divisive figures,

Hadi al-Ameri, who leads the Iranian-
backedBadrmilitia, had been in line for
the post of defence minister, but his
name was withdrawn shortly before
parliament sat, amid Sunni outrage.
Mr Abadi gave parliament another

week to agree on the posts, saying that
he would run the ministries until then
and fill them with his own choices if a
consensus could not be reached. “The
country is exposed to an aggressive of-
fensive, and the people are waiting for
us all; we should not be arguing about
names and positions,” Mr Abadi said.
“This is to serve the country and the
people.”
Many Sunnis had hoped for a more

technocratic government rather than
what appeared tomany as a reshuffling
of the old order to neutralise dangerous
individual ambitions.

Iraq
Catherine Philp
Middle East Correspondent

Entente cordiale President Hollande and Ségolène Royal, the woman he left for

Taliban in final push to

Three towns that British troops fought
for years to wrest from insurgent con-
trol could fall within days to a revital-
ised Taliban, officials in northern Hel-
mand said yesterday.
MusaQala,Nawzad andSanginhave

been subjected to intensive attacks by
Taliban forces in thepast 15daysas they
try to secure a symbolic victory before
the onset of winter in Afghanistan and
the final departure of Nato forces.
Afghan National Security Forces

(ANSF) managed to resist a similarly
determined onslaught in June, after
both sides pushed large numbers of
reinforcements into northern Hel-
mand province. In July and August,
ANSF troops launched a counter-
offensivebuthavesincebeendrivenback.
The Taliban now hold positions that

are barely 50 metres from the district
centre in Musa Qala, where the situa-
tion is becoming critical, according to
Sayed Mohammad, the head of the
local district council.
“Taliban are around the district

bazaar,” MrMohammad said. “From 15
days, fighting is going on. The reason is
the government is weak and doesn’t
have heavy weapons. The police chief
and district chief are still in place, but
we are not sure for how long.”
In Sangin, Haji Daoud, the head of

the local security committee, said that
no more than 30 per cent of the town
was still under government control,
with the rest having been conceded to
Taliban fighters.
Abdul Bari Barakzai, the Helmand

provincial council chief, said that
ANSF forces were close to exhaustion
and that rampant corruption had
fuelled local animosity to the govern-
ment. “The fighting is still going on in

Afghanistan
Tom Coghlan Foreign Correspondent
Nooruddin Bakshi Kabul

White Housewish list

JORDAN
Provide intelligence and training

TURKEY
Close borders to foreign fighters
trying to enter Syria

UAE andQATAR
Joint air strikes in Iraq, replicating
Libya in 2011

SAUDI ARABIA
Supply the moderate Sunni
opposition in Syria; provide training
and send arms to Sunni tribes in Iraq

IRAQ
Maintain a stable unity government
bringing in Kurds and Sunnis
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take towns British troops died for

Half-empty Dutch
prisons open doors
to foreign inmates

been servedwithdeportationorders, so
they will later be sent to their home
country rather than returned to
Norway.
TheDutch prison that holds inmates

from Belgium is at Tilburg, only
12 miles from the Belgian border, while
a flight from Oslo to Amsterdam takes
less than two hours.
“To achieve a much-needed expan-

sionof prison capacity in the short term
we have started talks with Dutch
authorities on renting prison capacity
in theNetherlands,”AndersAnundsen,
ministerof justiceandpublic security in
Norway, said. “The queue is at 1,300
custodial sentences, and there is a great
demand for detention space.”
About one in three of Norway’s pris-

on population is foreign born.
Norway looked farther afield after its

request to use spare jail capacity in
Sweden, its immediate neighbour, was
rejected by Stockholm. The agreement
with the Netherlands will require a
treaty between the two countries that
has to be ratified in both parliaments.
There was criticism yesterday from a

group representing the relatives of
Norwegian inmates.
“Serving jail sentences in theNether-

landswill make it almost impossible for
relatives to keep in touch, and affect the
families greatly,” Hanne Hamsund,
chief executive of For Prisoners’ Rela-
tives, said.
Mr Anundsen said that the issue

would be considered before the first
prisoners were sent next year. “If Nor-
way is going to send convicts to serve
their sentences in the Netherlands, it
will involve some practical challenges
that must be addressed. These will be
considered in the process,” he said.
Britain, like many other European

countries, also has a shortage of prison
space, but a spokeswoman for theMin-
istry of Justice said it had no plans to
lease cells abroad. Such a move would
breach prisoners’ rights, as family visits
would be largely impossible.
Thunderer, page 18

The Netherlands has become Europe’s
jailer after agreeing to take 300 prison-
ers from Norway, 600 miles away, to
add to an existing contingent fromBel-
gium.
The deal highlights the extraordina-

ry prison capacity in a country where
half the jails are empty due to falling
crime rates, and a switch since 2001 to
community sentences for those serving
less than eight months.
Belgium has leased 550 cells in the

Netherlands since 2009, but this is a
more ambitious deal that will include
Norwegian prison directors being
brought in to supervise inmates and
oversee Dutch staff.
A dozen Dutch prisons are due to be

closed by 2018, with the loss of nearly
4,000 jobs, some of which will be saved
by the Norwegian deal.
Fred Teeven, the Dutch prisons

minister,whohas visitedBritain to look
at private jails and tagging, said: “The
Netherlands will make cells and per-
sonnel available for the enforcement of
the Norwegian custodial sentences.
However, Norwegian rules will apply,
and it will be managed by a Norwegian
prison governor.
“Norwegian prisoners will serve a

part of their sentences in the Nether-
lands and return to Norway to start
their re-socialisation process. Theywill
not be released on Dutch territory.”
A spokesman for the minister added:

“Are we putting out advertisements
and asking other countries for their
prisoners? Not really. The minister has
mentioned to other foreign ministers
that, if youneed it, we are available, and
nowweare starting talkswithNorway.”
The arrangement solves a critical

capacity problem for Norway, which
desperatelyneeds tohouse its prisoners
while it builds jails and renovates old
ones. Many of the 300 prisoners from
Norway who will be held in the Dutch
cells will be immigrants who have also

The Netherlands
David Charter Berlin

PATRICK KOVARIK / REUTERS

Caught on film: star’s
punch floors his wife
Page 25

French chefs want
songbird on the menu
Page 27

Valérie Trierweiler, and who is now a junior minister, kept it businesslike at a meeting on energy conservation at the Élysée

the three districts,” he said. “Afghan
security forces are on the defensive.
They are very tired. If one district falls,
the other will also fall.”
He added: “We have 25 to 30 casual-

ties per day, civilians and security
forces. There are big tensions between
the people and the government,
because the officials in the area were
busy in corruption, land grabs and
smuggling.”
NorthernHelmand has long been an

area of Taliban influence, as well as the
centre of Afghanistan’s huge opium
trade.
Afghan officials, speaking anony-

mously, have reported that the Taliban
has launched almost 800 attacks
around Sangin in the past three
months.
One Afghan general quoted by The

NewYorkTimes said that230policeand
soldiers had been killed around Sangin
since June and a further 433 wounded

security forces have been responsible
for security across Afghanistan since
last summer, and they have proved
themselves capable on several occa-
sions,” a spokesman said.
“We are aware of reports of heavy

fighting in northern Helmand, but it
would be wrong to draw conclusions or
comment further on what is a fluid
situation. We should let the ANSF get
on with the job we have helped train
them to do.”
Brigadier BenBarry, senior fellow for

land warfare at the International
Institute for Strategic Studies, said that
theANSFhadmanaged to hold its own
despite Taliban predictions that north
Helmand would fall.
“This has arisen twice over the past

year, he said. “The key question is the
extent to which ANSF — with
minimum Nato support — can
organise a counter-offensive to regain
the initiative.”

— a figure that outstrips the 150 British
andAmerican soldierskilled in thearea
during eight years of operations.
The lastUS troops left Sangin inMay,

declaring that the area was under
government control.
A spokesman for the Helmand

provincial governor painted a slightly
less bleak picture and gave a lower
figure for casualties among security
forces. He said that fresh troops were
being sent to Musa Qala.
“So far the security forces had 150

wounded and killed but more than 700
civilians were wounded and killed,”
Omar Zowak said.
The Taliban also made a concerted

effort to take Sangin in June last year,
before British combat troops were
briefly sent back into the district to halt
their advance.
The MoD said yesterday that there

were no British troops involved in the
current surge in fighting. “Afghan

Schumacher
goes home for
rehabilitation
Adam Sage Paris

Michael Schumacher left hospital
yesterday and returned to his luxury
home on the banks of LakeGeneva for
the first time since his skiing acci-
dentmore than eightmonths
ago.
However, neurolo-

gists say there is no
guarantee that the
former racing
driver, who won
seven Formula
One titles, would
makea complete re-
covery from the
injury he suffered when
he hit a rock.

In a statement, Sabine Kehm, Schu-
macher’smanager, said the 45-year-old
driver had left the University Hospital
of Lausanne. “Henceforth, Michael’s
rehabilitation will take place at his
home.We ask that the privacy ofMich-
ael’s family continue to be respected,
and that speculation about his state of
health is avoided.”

In June, the family said he had
been brought out of amedically
induced coma to reduce swell-
ing in his brain.
Ms Kehm said he faced a “long

and diffcult road ahead”. It would
be wrong to conclude that
the transfer indicated a sig-
nificant improvement in
his health, she added.

However, it will ease
the burden on his
wife, who has visited
him almost every day,
first in Grenoble then
latterly in Lausanne,

since theaccident inMér-
ibel on December 29 last

year.
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Flight MH17 was downed ‘by a missile’

Pampered pachyderm An elephant enjoys a scrub at Punnathurkotta in Kerala, southern India, where more than 50 elephants are hosed, bathed and massaged to prepare them for temple processions

Russia threatens to jail
hundreds of Lithuanians
Lithuanians who refused to serve in
the Soviet military more than 20
years ago have been warned against
travelling to Russia amid fears of a
new wave of aggression from Mos-
cow towards the Baltic states.
Lithuania’s foreign minister

accused Russia yesterday of creating
an “atmosphere of mistrust” with its
“absurd” decision to re-open a 24-
year-old case against a Lithuanian
who deserted Soviet ranks after the
country’s declaration of independ-
ence in 1990.
In an indication of how seriously

the threat to its citizens is perceived.
the State Security Department has
advised every Lithuanian who re-
fused compulsory military service in
the Soviet army — nearly 1,500
people — not to travel to Russia,
Belarus or any other countries out-
side Nato and the European Union.
“Travel to such countriesmay threat-
en personal security,” it said.
The directive underlined the ex-

tent towhichhistoric fears ofRussian
aggression in the Baltic States, eased
by a decade of Nato membership but
recently revived by events in nearby

Ukraine, are suddenly looking in-
creasingly justified.
The prosecutor-general’s office in

Vilnius said on Monday that Russia
had asked for its help in investigating
an individual who left the Soviet
army in 1990, after Lithuania de-
clared independence but before the
formal collapse of the USSR a year
later. Vilnius has refused to co-oper-
ateas it doesnot regard the“refusal to
serve in a foreign army” as a crime.
According to the Lithuanian De-

fence Ministry, 1,562 young people
refused forced service in the Soviet
army after March 11, 1990. Sixty-sev-
en of them were taken to Soviet mil-
taryunits by force, 20were sentenced
to jail terms, three faced criminal
charges and three died. More than
1,400 went into hiding, moved house
or left their families to avoid repres-
sion by the Soviet authorities.
Similar requests were last filed by

Russia ten years ago, close to the time
ofLithuania joining theEUandNato.
In Estonia, there is outrage at what

the government says was the kidnap-
ping from its territory of an Estonian
anti-corruption investigator by Rus-
sian security services last Friday. Es-
tonian diplomats have been prevent-
ed from seeing Eston Kohver, who

was paraded on Russian state TV and
faces20years in jail forallegedspying.
In Latvia, the foreign ministry said

that it had been alarmed by develop-
ments on either side of it and feared
that it could be next.
One possible trigger was President

Obama’s visit to Estonia last week,
where he reassured the three Nato
powers the alliance would guarantee
their security inanyclashwithRussia.
Keir Giles, an associate fellow at

ChathamHouse, said that itwould be
“bizarre” if the timing of the reopen-
ing of the Lithuanian soldier’s case
and the abduction of the Estonian
official were a coincidence. “It’s mes-
saging, most definitely: low-level
intimidation by Russia.”
He recalled the US diplomat Ge-

orge Kennan’s observation in 1944
that Russia’s neighbours all ultimate-
ly fall into twocategories “vassals and
enemies”, adding: “We are right back
to those days now.”
The nation most affected is

Ukraine, where 3,000 people have
died this year in a conflict that west-
ern governments say is fuelled by
Russian troops and equipment. Five
Ukrainian soldiers have been killed
since a fragile ceasefire came into
force on Friday.

Lithuania
Ben Hoyle Moscow

Flight MH17 was felled by multiple
“high energyobjects fromoutside the
aircraft” that caused it to break up
over east Ukraine, a preliminary
report into the loss of the Malaysia
Airlines passenger jet has concluded.
The findings are consistent with

the theory that the aircraft was shot
down by a missile fired from the
ground, although the report, by the
Dutch Safety Board, stopped short of

claiming that and did not say who
might have been responsible.
All 298 passengers and crew were

killed when the Boeing 777 fell from
the sky on July 17, scattering debris,
body parts and luggage over farm-
land and villages held by pro-Russian
rebels fighting against Kiev. The site
remains in rebel hands and off limits
to investigators and reporters.
The report set out only to examine

the cause of the disaster, with the
primary aim of finding safety lessons
for general aviation. The full report is

expectedwithin a year of the crash. A
parallel criminal investigation is also
under way in the Hague.
Christopher Yates, an aviation

safety specialist at Yates Consulting,
said that the report was “extremely
consistent with damage from a
missile, for the simple reason there
are penetration marks”.
Western governments have said

that Russia bears responsibility.
However, 82 per cent of Russians
blame Ukrainian forces for downing
the aircraft, according to pollsters.

Ukraine
Ben Hoyle

TRANSTERRA MEDIA / BARCROFT MEDIA
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US military on edge over drones film

Heavy-handed police fines blamed for race riots

It has been nearly 30 years since Top
Gun blazed on to cinema screens.
Jingoistic and irreverent, the story of
dog-fighting American pilots was
supported by the Pentagon and made
TomCruise’s million-watt smile a Cold
War weapon.
Now Hollywood is looking at US air

power once more — but, in the age of
the drone, the mood is darker, the
morality murkier and the military not
nearly as eager to co-operate.
Good Kill stars Ethan Hawke as a

grounded American airman forced to
pilot a drone instead of an F-16. From
an air-conditioned trailer in the Neva-
da desert, he hunts America’s enemies
in the badlands of Pakistan and then
goes home for dinner with his family in
a Las Vegas suburb.
The film, set in 2010, when the US

drone strikes in Pakistan reached their
peak, charts the bizarreness of this dou-
ble life. “I blew away sixTaliban inPaki-
stan today,”Hawke tells a shopassistant.
“Now, I’m going home to barbecue.”

The plot is rich in authentic detail: how
the control panels that the drone pilots
sit at were modelled on an Xbox games
console; how the same target is some-
times hit twice, on the assumption that
those who rush to give aid are probably
Taliban too; how the CIA
implemented “signature strikes”, trig-
gerednotbyproofofwrongdoingbutby
certain patterns of behaviour.
Hawke’s character soon strug-

gles. “His dilemma is trying to
balance the absolute schizo-
phrenia of trying to be at war
with the Taliban in the after-
noon and then picking your
kids up from school,” the actor
said in a recent interview. “And
how hard it is for one human
being tohold all that inhis head.”
At one point, his character says:
“I feel like a coward.”
Drones have become

something of a Holly-

wood trope. The events of theTV series
Homeland were precipitated by a strike
thatkillsa terrorist’schild;oneof thebig-
gest films of 2014, Captain America: The
Winter Soldier, tells of a cabal of Nazis
who plan to deploy flying warships.
Good Kill is less bombastic but has

made a bigger impact with critics. One
called it “the first in-depth cinematic
portrayal of US drone policy”.

Another said: “This isn’t science
fiction, but you’re left with the
sickeningsensethat it shouldbe.”

Such comments might
explain why the US Depart-
ment ofDefence declined to
help the film-makers when
asked. According to January
Jones, who plays Hawke’s
wife in the film, the mili-

tary is beset with
doubts on the
subject. “They’re
confused them-
selvesashowto
talk about
drones,” she
said.

Residents in the impoverished town in
Missouriwherepolice shotanunarmed
black teenager have been trapped in a
vicious cycle of fines that has been
blamed for creating an atmosphere of
simmering resentment in its poorest
neighbourhoods.
Figures have revealed the extent to

which themunicipal board of Ferguson
has been issuing warrants, at a rate of
three per household. In a town of 21,135
residents, 67 per cent of whom are
African-American, 24,532 warrants
were issued last year.
Longbefore a police officer shot dead

18-year-old Michael Brown on a sub-
urban street, Ferguson was far out-

pacing every other town in the state in
warrants issued, operating what critics
described as a Dickensian system of
criminalising poverty and trapping the
city’s poorest residents in a cycle of
mounting penalties.
Fines, mostly issued for traffic offen-

ces, had become Ferguson’s second
highest source of income, bringing in
$2.6 million (£1.6 million) that year.
The city responded to the figures by

announcing a citizens’ review board to
oversee its police department and seek
to ease the fines.
ArchCity Defenders, a group that

provides free legal help, claimed that
court officials even made it difficult for
residents to get into its courts in time to
pay the fines. “A Ferguson court em-
ployee reported that thebench routine-

ly starts hearing cases 30 minutes
before the appointed time and then
locks the doors to the building as early
as five minutes after the official hour, a
practice that could easily lead a defen-
dant arriving even slightly late to re-
ceive an additional charge for failure to
appear,” the group said in a report,
which noted that residents had “no di-
rect voice” in determining who ran its
legal system.
The new board would work with city

officials and the town’s police chief, re-
viewing how the department operated.
The council also said it would cap in-
come from tickets and fines at 15 per
cent of its revenue, using any excess on
community projects, and encourage
the judge and prosecutor to impose
alternative penalties, such as commu-

nity service. It said it hoped to send “a
clearmessage that the fines imposed as
a punishment in the municipal court
are not to be viewed as a source of reve-
nue for the city”.
The council was to meet at a church

in Ferguson last night as a grand jury
continues to consider whether to
chargeDarrenWilson, thewhite police
officer who shot and killed Mr Brown
on August 9.
While the town’s police chief has said

thatMrBrownwas shotwhile reaching
for the officer’s weapon, a friend of Mr
Brown who was with him at the time
said the officer had first told him to lie
on the pavement and then tried to pull
him through his car window.
Several residents have said they

heard a gunshot as the teenager ran

from the car, and then more gunshots
as he turned back with his hands in the
air. Two men who were working in the
road, who were neither neighbours nor
friends of Mr Brown, have now offered
a similar account.
One told the St Louis Post Dispatch

that he “started hearing pops andwhen
I look over . . . I seen someone stagger-
ing and running”, apparently hit.
He said the teenager had then

thrown “his hands up and started
screaming, ‘OK, OK, OK, OK, OK,
OK’,” before turning back towards the
officer. While defenders of the officer
have suggested that the teenager was
then shotwhile charging theofficer, the
unnamed witness said: “I don’t know if
he was going after him or falling down
to die. It wasn’t a bull rush.”

Rhys Blakely Los Angeles

United States
Will Pavia New York

Google staff enjoy perks
by living in the car park

The sweeteners offered to Google em-
ployees at its headquarters in Califor-
niaare the stuff of SiliconValley legend:
cafeterias serve free food, the gym is
world-class and the laundry is also free.
To fight fatigue, there are sleep pods.

Limbs sore fromhours of coding can be
eased with a massage. To restore the
soul, you can potter in a garden.
Indeed, so ample are the facilities, it

appears that workers have found ways
to live in secret inside theGooglemoth-
ership, to avoid paying rent.
When a user on the Quora website

asked: “Which Googler holds the
record for living at Google HQ?” they
were inundated with replies.
“Technically, you weren’t supposed

to live at the office, but people got
around that by living in their cars in the
parking lot,” said one worker.
Acolleaguehad lived inacampervan

for three years, they added. “Showered

at the gym.Did his laundry on campus.
Ate every meal on campus he could.
After the 2-3 years, he had saved up
enough money to buy a house.”
Brandon Oxendine, another former

employee, said he had lived in a Volvo
estate in an underground car park for
three months. “I set up a twin mattress
fromIkeaandputupblack curtains,” he
said.
“I was in a unique situation working

at Google where I had showers and
food that were very convenient tome. I
really enjoyed it andwould do it again.”
Ben Discoe, a programmer, said that

he had lived at HQ for 13 months to
avoid Silicon Valley’s notoriously high
rents. He bought an old camper van for
$1,800 (£1,100), parked it in the car park
and was not troubled by security, who,
he said, “came by very early on, but
once they determined that the guy in
the mysteriously parked white van was
just an eccentric Googler and not the
Unabomber, theynever camebyagain”.

Rhys Blakely

Caught on film: star’s
punch floors his wife

W
hen
CCTV
footage
emerged
this

week showing an
American football star
knocking his fiancée
unconscious, the player
was dropped from his
team, the president
issued a statement and
there were calls for the
head of the National
Football League to

resign (Will Pavia
writes).
It had long been

known that Ray
Rice, a running
back for the
Baltimore
Ravens, had
knocked his
wife Janay
unconscious in
a hotel lift
inFebruary, and
footage of the
player dragging

his unconscious partner
from the lift in Atlantic
City circulated at the
time.
This week the website

TMZ posted video
footage from inside the
lift, showing Rice
arguing with his wife
and then knocking her
out cold. At once, the
Ravens dropped the
player from their squad
and the NFL imposed an
indefinite suspension. By
Monday night, Josh
Earnest, the White
House press secretary,
had released a statement
saying the president
believed that “stopping
domestic violence is
something that’s bigger
than football”.
Yesterday there were

calls for Roger Goodell,
the commissioner of the
NFL, to resign.
Meanwhile The

Baltimore Sun obtained
a statement that Janay
Rice had posted on her
Instagram account.
She said the couple,

who have been in
counselling since the
incident, have been
made to “relive a
moment in our lives that
we regret every day”.

Ethan Hawke in
Good Kill: “I feel
like a coward”
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Dewani murder
trial next month
Johannesburg The trial
of Shrien Dewani, the
British man accused of
arranging the murder of
his wife, Anni, during
their honeymoon in
South Africa in 2010, will
begin on October 6 in
Cape Town (Ruth
Maclean writes). Mr
Dewani, who denies
murder, was extradited to
South Africa in April. Zola
Tongo, a taxi driver hired
by Mr Dewani, and who is
already in jail for his part
in the killing, will be one
of the state witnesses.

Yemeni soldiers
kill four activists
Sanaa At least four people
died when soldiers fired
on Shia Muslim protesters
trying to storm the
cabinet building in the
Yemeni capital yesterday.
The activists, who have
held sit-ins and blocked
roads, were trying to oust
the government. (Reuters)

Poland’s PM quits
for European job
WarsawDonald Tusk
resigned as Poland’s
prime minister yesterday,
paving the way for him to
take over as president of
the European Council in
December. He is likely to
be replaced by Ewa
Kopacz, dubbed his loyal
“Iron Lady”. (AFP)

Tiny oxygen mask
saves cat after fire
Berlin Firefighters revived
a cat found unconscious
at the scene of a blaze in
Berlin using an oxygen
mask intended to revive
children. Rescuers sent to
the fire in Moabit found
two cats, one of which
they had to resuscitate,
and a rabbit. (AFP)

Wife imprisoned by
in-laws over dowry

Awomanwas locked in a bathroom for
three years, fed on scraps and regularly
beatenbyher in-lawsafter failing topay
a large enough dowry, police said.
GunjaDevi, 25, was found in tattered

clothes andwith overgrown fingernails
and unkempt hair, according to the
officers in Darbhanga, in the impover-
ished eastern Indian state of Bihar, who
rescued her.
She told police that the beatings to

which she was subjected increased
after she gave birth to a daughter, with
whom she was forbidden any contact.
After being released, Ms Devi

“immediately asked for her three-year-
old daughter and wept inconsolably
when the child could not recognise
her”, SeemaKumari, a police inspector,
said. “The woman could barely open
her eyes in the sunlight, as she had sur-
vived in darkness and dim light, closet-
ed in the small space,”he toldHindustan
Times.
Although illegal in India since the

early 1960s, the payment of dowries—

usually cash, jewellery and clothing —
by a bride’s family remains common-
place and is often cited by human-
rights campaigners as the source of
domestic violence, including murders.
Inspector Kumari said that Ms Devi

told officers she had been “thrown into
the bathroom and locked there”. He
added: “She was not allowed to see her
child, and given leftover food irregular-
ly. It was as if her in-laws were seeking
revenge for not bringing ample dowry
and giving birth to a girl child.”
Efforts to rescueMsDeviwere led by

her father, who had been denied any
contact with his daughter for three
years, police said, even though they
lived in the same province.
“When her relatives visited

Darbhanga to meet her, they were
dissuaded or shooed away. Shewas also
barred from interacting with anybody
from outside,” Inspector Kumari said.
Since being rescued Ms Devi has

been reunited with her father.
Her husband, father-in-law and

mother-in-law were arrested but later
released on bail. They have yet to
comment on the allegations.

Amazon Kindle A Xicrim Indian woman uses a tablet at the Traditional Indian
Games of Para. Native Brazilians from 15 tribes take part in the sporting contest

India
Jeremy Kelly Delhi

Floods kill
440 in India
and Pakistan
Jhang, Pakistan Hundreds of thou-
sands of people were ordered to flee
their homes last night as the death toll
from monsoon floods sweeping India
andPakistan rose tomore than440and
the military in both countries carried
out desperate rescues.
The authorities in Pakistan say the

floods are the worst since 1,700 people
died in 2010. More than 1.5 million
people are now affected.
Pakistani and Indian troops say they

have evacuated more than 60,000
people. Others have waded through
waist-deep water to escape the floods,
as women carried household items and
children on their shoulders while
others dragged their livestock along.
On roadsides, families set upmakeshift
camps. Hundreds of others remain
strandedonrooftops,waving forhelp to
every passing helicopter.
NawazSharif, primeministerofPaki-

stan, said that “no one knew that such a
large flood was coming”.
The floods set off landslides in the

divided Kashmir region and caused
devastation in northern and eastern
areas of Pakistan. (AP)

PAULO SANTOS / REUTERS



the times |Wednesday September 10 2014 FGM 27

World

Facebook group in court
for speed-trap warnings

French chefs demand the right to put
endangered songbirds back on menu
Four of France’s finest chefs have
infuriated animal lovers by demanding
the right to eat a rare songbird to
preserve what they describe as the
nation’s gastronomic heritage.
The chefs want the ban on poaching

and eating ortolan buntings to be sus-
pended for oneweekend a year to allow
French foodies to appreciate the
creature for its taste, and compare it
with such delicacies as foie gras.
Their call has fuelled an already

fraught debate in France over an
animal that has become a symbol of a
wider battle between modernisers and
traditionalists.
Europe’s ortolan bunting population

has fallen by 84 per cent over the past
30 years, and nature lovers are battling
to save it from extinction. They de-
scribe it as one of the continent’s most
beautiful birds and also one of its most
tuneful. The first notes of Beethoven’s
Fifth Symphony are said to be based on
the ortolan bunting’s song. The birds

are caught in southwest France in the
autumn as theymigrate from northern
Europe to Africa.
They are force-fed oats and maize to

fatten them and killed by being
drowned inArmagnac.One traditional
recipe says the birds should be plucked,
doused in more Armagnac, sprinkled
with salt, pepper and nutmeg, wrapped
in slices of Bayonne ham and vine
leaves and then grilled.
They are eaten whole — bones and

all — by diners who cover their heads
with a linen napkin to ensure that they
enjoy the smell and taste to the full.
François Mitterrand, the former

French president, ate an ortolan
bunting for his last supper before being
confined to bed with the cancer, to
which he succumbed in 1996.
Although France made the ortolan

bunting a protected species in 1999,
hunters in the southwest continue to
trap them, with the authorities turning
a blind eye.
The birds sell for up to €150 (£120) on

the black market. However, campaigns
by the French Bird Protection League

against ortolan poaching have prompt-
ed officials to pledge to enforce the ban.
Police have been instructed to pay
particular attention to the offence, the
interior ministry said.
However Michel Guérard,

Alain Ducasse, Alain
Dutournier and Jean
Coussau, who are among
France’s most esteemed chefs,
are concerned that if poach-
ing is stopped, a great French
recipe will be lost.
Theywant aweekend set

aside every year “for those
who desire to taste these
migrating birds”.
Mr Guérard said: “Let’s

tell the hunters: bring
your game and let’s pass
on an historic culinary act.”
Alain Bougrain Dubourg,

the chairman of the bird pro-
tection league, described

their call as “pathetic”. “The future of
our gastronomy will depend on the
respect of living things and the quality
of our products,” he said.

The league says that poachers
catch about 30,000 ortolan
buntings every year but that
officials rarely prosecute. The
offence carries a maximum
sentence of a year in jail and a
fine of €15,000 (£12,000).

Bird lovers have greeted
with sceptism the govern-
ment pledge to take tough
action this autumn
Henri Emmanuelli, the

socialist politician who
served the dish toMrMitter-
rand, has accused the league
of self-promotion. He dis-

missed the claim that 30,000
ortolans were caught annually
and said the bird was “more
present in themedia than inour
plates”. He accused bird
lovers of sacrificing gastro-

nomic tradition for
notoriety.

They planned only to pop out to the
shops, but an elderly couple drove
from one end of Germany to the
other after taking a wrong turn
(David Charter writes).
They ended up driving 700km

(430 miles) through the night from
Neubrandenburg in the state of
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern north of
Berlin to Aschaffenburg in Bavaria.
The man, aged 75, and his wife, 77,

were eventually stopped by police
after driving off without paying from
a petrol station. The couple had had
only €15 (£12) on themwhen they left
their house.
They were taken to hospital in the

Lower Franconia region, and are
expected to returnhome thisweek—
butwill not be allowed to drive them-
selves, a police spokesman said.

Charles Bremner Paris

France
Adam Sage Paris

Crashing out The son of a secret service agent dives on to an Oval Office sofa as his parents chat to the president

Ex-footballer
dies after
ice challenge

A German man who complained of
neck pains after taking part in an ice-
bucket challenge has died from a brain
haemorrhage four days after having
freezingwater pouredover him. Steffen
Klemm, 48, had four buckets of icy
water tipped on his head by players at
his former football club.
A post-mortem examination has

been ordered by the authorities in
Chemnitz in Saxony to discover if the
dare triggered his death.
Several deaths have been linked to

the ice-bucket craze but none has been
directly caused by the freezing shock.
A brain expert told Bild newspaper

that it was possible for a dousing with
cold water to trigger a haemorrhage.
“It would be conceivable,” Matthias

Endres, professor of neurology at the
Charité hospital in Berlin, said. “He
may have had an existing condition
such as an aneurysm and it is possible
that this ruptured by the cold stimulus
of the ice water, causing a fatal cerebral
haemorrhage.”

Germany
David Charter Berlin

Catching an ortolan
bunting is illegal, but
they sell for £120

German couple
go out of their
way to the shop
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Fifteen members of a Facebook
group went on trial in southern
France yesterday on charges of ille-
gally warning motorists of speed
traps, breathalyser checks and other
police patrols.
The prosecutor argued that the

drivers in the Aveyron department
broke a law against radar detectors in
vehicles. Their drivers’ collective,
“Which Tells You Where The Police
Are InAveyron”, is oneofdozens, that
have a total membership of 800,000
in France, lawyers said.
“Alert this group if you are in a car

and you see a blue van, a speed
camera or motorcycle police in Av-
eyron,” says a message on the site.
Eight of the accused are charged

with insulting officers with offensive

postings such as “poulets [coppers] at
the roundabout”. The defendants
face the lossof their licencesand fines
of up to €1,500 (£1,200) each.
Yves Delpérié, the prosecutor in

Rodez, said that the state had “decid-
ed to punish people who are trying to
get around the law”.
Rémy Josseaume, the lawyer for 11

of the accused, said: “It is hypocrisy to
pursue these people when there are
numerous legal products that assist
indrivingwhichalsogive theposition
of speed cameras,” he said.
France recently lifted a ban on the

use of satellite navigation units that
show fixed speed cameras.
Facebook groups have become

more active as the police have be-
come more aggressive in snapping
speeders with cameras in unmarked
moving cars.
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Ailing airline to slash
salaries and pensions
Andrew Clark Deputy Business Editor

Monarch Airlines is in talks with
unions and the pensions regulator
about swingeing cuts to salaries, bene-
fits and retirement payouts as it strug-
gles to stay airborne after the with-
drawal of its billionaire Swiss backers.
The holiday carrier’s owner, the

Mantegazza family of Switzerland, has
refused to absorb further losses andhas
declined to plug a £158million hole in
Monarch’s pension fund. Staff are being
asked for pay cuts and productivity
improvements of between 25 per cent
and 35 per cent, on top of 900 job losses
from the 3,300-strong workforce.
A new management team has lured

privateequity investors inanattempt to
reinvent the business as an easyJet-
style budget airline. However, new in-
vestors have balked atmeeting pension
obligations under a legacy scheme of-
fering benefits pegged to final salaries
for staff includingpilots,whooftenearn
six-figure sums and retire at 55.
Monarch is likely to ask members of

its pension scheme to vote on accepting
cuts to their retirement incomes. If they
decline to accept lower payouts,
Monarch could hand the scheme to the
Pension Protection Fund, the national
safety net for insolvent schemes, where
payouts for yet-to-retire employees are

capped at £25,000 annually. By some
calculations, the deficit in the scheme
could be more than £300 million.
Disgruntled employees have ques-

tioned why the Mantegazzas, whose
wealth is estimated at $4.5billion, are
walking away from obligations to staff.
One pilot said: “Some guys are set to
lose £40,000 from their pensions, come
retirement. Pay cuts, redundancies and
demotions to come very soon.”
The Swiss family has bailed out the

company twice before, pumping
£115million into Monarch since 2010.
Advisers to the family say that it is un-
reasonable to expect them to risk any
further money.
Founded in 1968, Monarch carries

six million passengers annually to 50
destinations. Its holding company in-
cludes Cosmos, the package tour oper-
ator, and an aircraft maintenance busi-
ness. It has struggled, however, against
a competitive onslaught from carriers
such as Ryanair, easyJet and Vueling.

IainRawlinson, thecompany’s chief ex-
ecutive, left in July andwas replaced by
Andrew Swaffield, a former head of
Avios, theBritishAirways frequent flier
scheme. In an effort to secure a turn-
around, the company appointed Sir
RoyMcNulty, a formerheadof theCivil
Aviation Authority, as chairman.
The new team wants to turn Mon-

arch into a budget carrier. Charter
flights are tobe shedand long-haul des-
tinations, such as Goa and Florida, will
be scrapped. The fleet is to be reduced
from 42 to 32 aircraft under a plan
drawn up with Seabury, a USfinancial
advisory company.
Monarch’s management team is

taking a share of the pain through vol-
untarypaycutsofup to30per cent.The
company is expecting to lose £60mil-
lion this year. JonMoulton, the venture
capitalist, expressed initial interest in
investing, but his Better Capital fund is
no longer at the table. Neither are HIG
Europe, Towerbrook or Indigo Capital,
which had expressed interest.
The British Airline Pilots Assocation

said: “We anticipate balloting our
members on [changes to terms and
conditions] in the next week or so.”
A spokesman for Monarch’s Swiss

shareholders said: “Weare consciousof
the consequences for members of the
pension scheme of any restructuring.”

Mark Carney, the Bank of England governor, told the TUCin Liverpool yesterday that an interest rate rise was “getting closer”.
The pound rose briefly after his comments but then fell amid concerns about the Scottish referendum. Sterling slides, page 32

Dixons’ textbook
performance

A
re you lonely at work?
Would it help if your
fridge sent you a text
message? “Broken down.
Floor flooded. Lol.” That

sort of thing. It’s not obvious, is it?
Which makes you wonder if this
“internet of things” is all it’s cracked
up to be, whatever the tiggerish
Sebastian James might claim.
He’s the boss of Dixons Carphone,

the new fridges-to-phones combine,
worth £4.3billion. Look ahead five
years, he says, and most of the stuff
the group sells, across its 3,000 UK
and continental stores, will be linked
up for a nice electronic chinwag —
so allowing OCD sufferers to spend
their day on the phone, re-checking
that they’ve switched the iron off.
Sure, the thingweb may have its

uses. Why, Mr James says, everyone
will be able to have cheapo home
security, simply by connecting the
house wi-fi to a digital camera and
the mobile — though such DIY
might be more to burglars’ liking
than insurers. Yet, here’s a puzzler:
why do you need to buy all this kit
from the same company?
It’s not as if Dixons Carphone is

the only place in town selling
phones and electricals — as
yesterday’s first-quarter trading
statement drove home (report, page
44). There may be “at least”
£80million of synergies on their
way — but, for now, Dixons Retail
and Carphone Warehouse look like
different companies with different
performance dynamics.
Sales at Dixons’ core UK and

Ireland business rose a respectable
4 per cent on a like-for-like basis —
boosted by good old-fashioned
retailing skills, such as matching the
likes of John Lewis on those free
service agreements. By contrast,
Carphone’s sales headed 6 per cent
south. True, that’s up against 20 per
cent growth last time and gizmos
such as the new iPhone 6 will help,
but it’s hard to be quite as chipper
over such a reversal as Mr James,
whose Bullingdon club mucker, one
David Cameron, certainly could do
with some of his ebullience.
True, the merger brings buying

clout and makes the company the
only big high-street shop window —
unlike Amazon or AO World —
where manufacturers can showcase
their wares. Yet on forecast profits of
about £350million pre-tax, 17 times
earnings looks kind of pricey for a
retailer. The fridge might have a
different view, of course, not that its
text has arrived yet.

Flushed with success

Investec is clearly no ordinary
bank. Have you seen its “mission,
values and philosophies”

statement? One goes “break china
for the client”. What’s that, then,
plates or the country? Then there’s
“passion, energy, stamina, tenacity”,
not to mention “risk consciousness”.
It’s still hard to spot the precise

combination, though, that drove
Investec into buying Kensington
Group in May 2007 for £283 million
— unless it thought it was getting
the whole of Kensington. Was it the
fact that the business had just had
three profit warnings? Or that its
main rivals were owned by those
pillars of financial rectitude, HBOS
and Britannia Building Society? Or,
simply, that Investec was busting to
get into sub-prime mortgages?
Not a great call, that, what with

the roof coming off about a week
later. Seven years on, Investec has
finally got shot of Kensington for
the princely sum of £180million
cash, knocked down to Blackstone
and TPG (report, page 45). Maths
geniuses may differ, but the price
looks a bit less than Investec paid —
although that’s not quite how the
bank sees things, even if it would
admit that it wasn’t its finest hour.
No, in bankers’ parlance, Investec

reckons it “washed its face” on the
deal. It paid for Kensington almost
entirely in shares, which fell before
completion leaving the final price at
£232million. Then, Investec took
£190million of profits from the
business and is keeping its Irish arm.
It’s a decent spin job, but doesn’t

really wash. It took out no dividends
and the Irish wing has never made a
profit. And it’s no good Investec
claiming, either, that it wasn’t
buying a sub-prime business — but
buy to let. Surely there’s an “i”
missing from that, somewhere.

One-sided victory

So when’s the open-top bus
parade? Quindell’s actually won
something. True, the oppo

didn’t turn up, like Estonia in 1996
when the Scots played themselves
for three seconds. Happy days.
Still, you can only beat what’s in

front of you. So no wonder Quindell
founder Rob Terry was so keen to
trumpet the “court judgment won
against Gotham City Research” —
the outfit that, in April, took almost
£1 billion off the value of the
insurance claims processor in hours
(report, page 47). “A country club
built on quicksand,” was the
Gothamites take on affairs, as they
alleged that 80 per cent of
Quindell’s profits were “suspect” —
a view Mr Terry found “highly
defamatory”. Well, now he’s got a
High Court ruling in his favour, or
so he says, given that Quindell
yesterday refused to make it public.
It does look a technicality, though,
with Gotham failing to acknowledge
the libel claim or provide a defence.
Damages evaluation comes in

November, apparently. So, as yet, it’s
not clear Quindell’s won anything,
as the mere 2¼p rise in the shares to
167¼p implied. Besides, the market
still seems to think Gotham was on
to something. Where were the
shares before it struck? 581¼p.

alistair.osborne@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Alistair Osborne
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The Swiss dynasty
ready to take flight
Page 37

PAUL ELLIS/AFP/GETTY
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Financial Crisis: Optimistic
forecasts and a decision to
ignore a changing, ageing
demographic meant that
Britain’s national debt rose at
the second-fastest rate of 31 of
the world’s leading nations
between 2004 and 2007,
according to the Office for
Budget Responsibility. The
worsening state of the public
finances left Britain exposed
when the financial crisis struck
in 2008, plunging the country
into its deepest and most
prolonged recession of the past
century, the OBR said. Page 35
Manufacturing: Britain
remains set to grow strongly in
the second half of the year,
economists said, after official
data underscored the strength
of the domestic economy.
Manufacturing output
expanded by 0.3 per cent in
July as the broader industrial
production sector grew 0.5 per
cent, beating forecasts of
0.2 per cent. Page 35
Japan: One of Japan’s most
senior industrialists is having
second thoughts about the
wisdom of prime ministerial
plans to address the deficit by
raising consumption tax again
next year. Hiroaki Nakanishi,
the chairman and chief
executive of Hitachi, said that
he was not sure that raising
consumption tax for the
second time in 18 months
would be a good idea. Page 34
Scotland: Sterling failed to
rebound from earlier heavy
losses amid continuing fears
about the implications of
Scottish independence. The
pound dipped by 0.3 per cent
to $1.6088 after Scotland’s
nationalists moved ahead in
the polls. Page 32

banking & finance
0.26%

BGCPartners: The interdealer
broker has threatened to
launch an unsolicited tender
offer for another company in
that market, GFIGroup, which
would value it at $675 million
if the GFI board is not
prepared to enter into talks
over a possible merger. Page 37
Investec: The Anglo-South
African financial group sold its
Kensington Group mortgage
lender to units of Blackstone
and TPG for £180million,
seven years after buying it in a
shares-based deal worth
£283million. Investec, which
said Kensington had generated
£190million in pre-tax
operating profits during the
time it owned it, said selling
the lender would improve its
financial strength. The shares
fell ½p to 556p. Page 37

consumer goods
0.72%

United Biscuits: San Miguel
Corporation, the Filipino
conglomerate, is considering
making a bid for the snacks
producer, Sky News reported.
San Miguel joins a list of
suitors that are looking at
buying the owner of
well-known brands such as
Jaffa Cakes and Twiglets.

BluTack: Total, which is under
pressure from shareholders to
improve its cashflow and raise
dividends, is understood to be
looking to sell the maker of
Blu-Tack. A sale of Bostik,
which makes adhesives and
sealants used in products
ranging from aircraft parts to
nappies, could help Europe’s
second-biggest oil company to
raise up to €2billion.

engineering
0.17%

Alstom: The British division of
the French group has been
accused of paying more than
£5million in bribes to corrupt
officials in India, Poland and
Tunisia as part of a six-year
drive to secure lucrative
government transport
contracts. In the first day of a
criminal trial at Westminster
magistrates’ court, Alstom
Network UK was charged with
six counts of corruption and
conspiracy to corrupt in the
culmination of a near-five-year
investigation by the Serious
Fraud Office. Page 32
Oxford Instruments: The
maker of precision measuring
instruments told its annual
meeting that orders were
ahead of levels in the same
period last year, with growth in
North America and Europe,
although some Asian markets
were more difficult.
Tempus, page 38
Mini: Oxford’s Cowley plant
celebrated as the three
millionth Mini rolled off the
assembly lines since the
company was reborn under
German ownership. However,
the car’s success has raised
fears that more and more of
the runarounds will be made
overseas. Page 37

health
0.47%

Abcam: The supplier of
biotechnology research tools
said that its founder was
stepping back from
management to become
deputy chairman. Jonathan
Milner will be replaced as chief
executive by Alan Hirzel, who
previously was marketing
chief. The Cambridge-based
company has a library of
antibodies for use by drug
development companies.
Annual profit rose 1.5 per cent
to £43.6million. The shares
jumped 19¾p to 428p.

leisure
0.25%

Whitbread: Britain’s love affair
with espresso coffee — and
budget hotels — shows no sign
of running out of steam after
the leisure group reported
second-quarter like-for-like
sales growth of 6.8 per cent
amid strong trading from both
its Costa and Premier Inn
brands. Page 36
32Red: A clear-out of smaller
online gambling firms before
the introduction of a point of
consumption tax gathered
pace when the AIM-listed
operator acquired the UK
casino customer database of
Go Wild, based in Malta.

media
0.14%

BSkyB: 21st Century Fox is not
planning to make another bid
for full control of the satellite
broadcaster after it takes over
its German and Italian cousins,
a senior executive said. Chase
Carey, the president and chief
operating officer of Fox, did
not rule out the prospect at
some time in the future, but he
told a television industry
conference in London: “What I
can say clearly is we have no
plans. There are no initiatives
under way.” Fox, which was
spun off from News
Corporation, parent company
of The Times, last year, owns
39 per cent of BSkyB. It
abandoned an £8billion bid for
the remaining shares in the
satellite broadcaster in 2011, at
the height of the
phone-hacking scandal. Page 33

natural resources
-0.78%

Oil: Scottish independence
would land the oil industry in
the middle of a £35billion
dispute between Holyrood and
Westminster over who should
foot the bill to decommission
the North Sea’s old platforms
and pipelines. Attention has
been focused on how the spoils
of the North Sea would be
divided between an
independent Scotland and the
rest of Britain. Page 32
Petra Diamonds: The miner
has found a 232.08-carat white
diamond at its Cullinan mine
in South Africa, which analysts
predict could fetch between
$10 million and $16 million.

professional &
support services

0.22%

Quindell: The technology
provider for motor insurers
claimed victory in its legal
action against Gotham City
Research. A High Court
judged has ruled in its favour
after the American company
failed to attend hearings in
Britain. Quindell served writ
against Gotham in both Britain
and Delaware in the United
States after Gotham issued a
scathing note questioning its
profitability in April, sparking
a 40 per cent drop in its share
price in a single day. Quindell’s
shares rose 2¼p to 167¼p.
Financial Conduct Authority:
The FCA will ensure that it
has enough staff manning its
consumer helpline phones if
Scotland votes for
independence. With savers and
investors already taking fright
at the implications of the Yes
campaign winning, John
Griffith-Jones, chairman of the
FCA, said that the City
watchdog had done some
“basic contingency planning”
in case of independence and
that it would be making sure
its “phone lines are properly
manned” to deal with
questions about the knock-on
effects of the vote.Page 32
Association of British
Insurers: The ABI moved to
highlight industrial deafness as
the latest “cash cow” for

claimant lawyers, in the latest
payments headache to hit the
industry in the wake of its
battle against fake whiplash
claims. The ABIsaid that the
average legal fee for a claimant
lawyer settling an industrial
deafness claim last year was
£10,500, against an average
compensation award of £3,100.

retailing
0.54%

DixonsCarphone: In its first
figures since a £3.7billion
merger last month, the old
Dixons Retail and Carphone
Warehouse businesses
revealed diverging fortunes.
British like-for-like sales were
up by 4 per cent at Dixons
over the three months to
August, but Carphone suffered
a 6 per cent decline because
trading was poor compared
with a blockbuster first quarter
last year. Page 36
Ikea: Burgeoning appetites for
flat-pack Scandinavian
furniture in leading cities in
China fuelled an acceleration
in sales, in spite of
“challenging” conditions in
Europe. The world’s biggest
furniture maker said that
global sales had risen by
5.9 per cent to €28.7billion in
12 months to August, excluding
the impact of currency. Page 36

technology
0.01%

Blur Group: The e-commerce
company, which shocked the
market with several profit
warnings earlier in the year
and suffered a share price
collapse, reported expected
losses of $4million in the first
half, on the back of revenues
of $5.7million. Tempus, page 38

transport
0.44%

Monarch Airlines: The
holiday carrier is in talks with
unions and the pensions
regulator about cuts to salaries,
benefits and retirement
payouts as it battles to stay
airborne after the withdrawal
of its Swiss backers. The
Mantegazza family has refused
to absorb further losses from
the business and has declined
to plug a £158million hole in
Monarch’s pension fund. The
company’s 3,000 staff are
being asked for pay cuts and
productivity improvements of
between 25 and 35 per cent on
top of 900 job losses. Page 29

utilities
0.53%

ABB: The Swiss engineering
group has won a £500million
contract from SSE for a new
underwater power cable in
Scotland that will transport
electricity generated by wind
farms southwards. It will
design and commission two
converter stations in northeast
Scotland. Separately, it said it
would buy back £2.4 billion of
shares, offering a sweetener to
investors after a problems at its
power systems unit and
sluggish growth. Page 32
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Mark Carney, governor of
the Bank of England, appears
before MPs to discuss the
Bank’s latest economic
forecasts. After his warning
that Scottish sovereignty
would be at risk, the
independence referendum
and the Bank’s contingency
planning for a Scottish exit
may overshadow the
discussion on interest rates

and inflation. The governor
is likely to be asked about the
decision to give wages
pre-eminence on the timing
of the first rate rise. He may
also be asked to explain his
suggestion that rates might
rise before wages pick up. He
will be flanked by Martin
Weale, a recent rate-rise
advocate, and Nemat Shafik,
the new Bank deputy.

The day ahead

Graph of the day

UK smartphonemarket share

July 2013July 2012 July 2014

Growth in the smartphone sector has slowed over the past
year as a lack of innovation has meant consumers have held
onto their phones for longer. All eyes are on Apple and
whether it can reignite enthusiasm for new phones
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Company Change

Petra Diamonds Finds another “exceptional” gem 8.7%
WmMorrison Citi says “buy” 3.1%
Meggitt Pushed by JP Morgan 2.0%
Lloyds Banking Group HSBC turns more positive 1.5%
Marks &Spencer Clothing sells better in August 1.3%
BHPBilliton Continuing demand worries -1.0%
Royal Dutch Shell “B” Cheaper oil -1.4%
Rightmove Earlier broker caution -1.8%
AB Foods Further consideration of slower Primark growth -2.1%
InterBulk Profit warning -11.4%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure

Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Abcam (health FY) £43.6m (£42.9m) 7.75p f 5.62p p Nov 28

Hargreaves (services FY) £52.1m (£43.1m) 25.5p f 16.7p p Nov 21

Hilton Food (consumer HY) £13.1m (£13m) 3.8p p Nov 28

ISG (services FY) £6.8m (£3m) 9.45p f 4.91p p Dec 9

JQW (technology HY) 105.2m yuan (70.8m yuan) 5.2p p Oct 23

Kalibrate (technology FY) $0.2m ($1.4m) 0c

SafeCharge (services HY) $5.6m ($1.2m) 2.88c p Oct 17

6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million. f = final p = payable

Results in brief
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The rise and rise
of chairman Ma
The man behind Alibaba
has cleverly placed his
revolutionary business
at the centre of China’s
future, writes Leo Lewis

Giants of ecommerce
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F
rom the shimmering hubs of
Shanghai to the shoddiest
backwaters of Anhui and
Gansu, the airport kiosks of
China have two things in

common: overpriced local sweets and a
portable television showing JackMaon
an endless loop.
In the video, China’s most famous

businessman delivers an inspirational
speech to awestruck entrepreneurs.
The 49-year-old’s pinched face reveals
the secrets of his success in careful
sentences. This is no longer the “Crazy
Ma” of the early 2000s but a corporate
wisemanwhohas painstakingly placed
himself and his company, Alibaba, at
the centre of China’s future.
In just over a week, though, it will be

the American stock market that could
make him worth more than $15billion,
propel him to the pinnacle of the

Chinese rich list and ensure that his
early-20s invocation to friends — “if
I’m not amillionaire by the time I’m 35,
kill me” — sounds even more ridicu-
lous than it already does.
Mr Ma’s evolution began with the

foundingofAlibaba in 1999andhasun-
folded with significant contradictions.
He is, friends say, a democrat at heart
who imparts totalitarian control over
his company and is amasterful navi-
gator of a communist economy. A
decadeago,hewasboldly toutinghis
belief that “SMEs are the future of
Asia”; the company he controls is a
corporate giant. His websites
have imposed on trade and
commerce in China what were
once unimaginable levels of
transparency. Would-be in-
vestors in Alibaba fret that
the company he is listing is
fundamentally opaque and its
strategy unknowable.
As Alibaba has grown, the ty-

phoon of eclectic acquisitions has
become more impenetrable, all the
more so because the company’s
structuremakes it unclearwhereAl-
ibaba’s interests stop and Mr Ma’s
begin. With an estimated market
valuation of $150billion, the im-
pending flotationofAlibaba is on
target to be the biggest techno-
logy listing yet, probably surpas-
sing that of Facebook.
However,MrMahimself isno

Zuckerberg-style technology
geek. The former English
teacher from Hangzhou is said to
draw no nerdy joy from digital par-
aphernalia and relies on a colleague
tocoaxhis iPad intodownloadinghis
favourite American TV shows.
Nor, according to one colleague

who owes his own fortune to Alibaba,
doesChina’s pre-eminent businessman
have a distinct passion for business.
That is despite a very obvious knack for
it. In the early days of Alibaba, when its
success was by no means assured, Mr
Ma introduced an idea that onedaywill
be studied in business schools around
the world.
Soon after its third birthday, Alibaba

had achieved its target of one million
members on the site, a landmark that,
while happy, did not ensure the com-
pany’s financial health. Mr Ma set the
company only one target for 2002: to
make a profit of a single dollar. “Every-
one said I was stupid,” he said a year
later, “but it gaveall theyoungpeople in
the company a clear goal in an area at
which none of them had any experi-
ence:makingmoney.” By the end of the
year, profits exceeded the $1 target
70,000 times over.
MrMa’s two greatest innovations, an

online platform for business-to-busi-
ness transactions and a virtual shop-
pingmall for ecommerce to consumers
(Taobao), have created a generation of
Chinese entrepreneurs. Taobao has
transformed the country’s consumer
economy and Alipay, the system he
created for processing online pay-
ments, has arrived on the radars of
China’s creaking state-owned banks as
a serious threat to their businesses. The
driving passion of MrMa, an acquaint-
ance says, appears to be inducing
change in the unchangeable.
The explanation for that, friends say,

may lie in the past. As a ten-year-old
boy in theeasterncityofHangzhouand
the middle son of folktale performers,
MrMadidnot excel at school andman-

aged to squeeze into
college only at a
third attempt.
His love of the
English lan-
guage took him
into teaching,
but it was the
emergence of
the internet, with

all its thrilling
potential for

disruption,

that changed his path. In 1995, the year
that Amazon.com went online, Mr Ma
cobbled together $2,000 from friends
and family to launch China’s first inter-
net company, China Pages. His era as
the arch-innovator, and perhaps the
greatest expert on the Chinese con-
sumer, had begun.

No longer the “Crazy Ma” of the early
2000s, Jack Ma has become the top
expert on the Chinese consumer
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Alstom paid £5m in bribes, court told
The British division of Alstom was
accused yesterday of payingmore than
£5million in bribes to corrupt officials
in India, Poland and Tunisia as part
of a six-year drive to secure lucrative
government transport contracts.
In the first day of a criminal trial

at Westminster magistrates’ court,
Alstom Network UK Ltd was charged
with six counts of corruption and con-
spiracy to corrupt in the culmination of
a near-five-year investigation by the
Serious Fraud Office.
The SFO, which is also bringing

charges against unnamed directors,
claimed thatAlstomNetwork, a subsid-
iary of the French-owned conglomer-

ate, had disguised the payments as con-
sultancy agreements with rail or tram
companies between 2000 and 2006.
According to the charges, in 2002

€3.13million was paid to a company
called Global King Technology to help
to secure a signalling, train control and
telecommunications contract with the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation.
A payment of €2.36million, in a con-

tract dated 2004, was made to another
company to help to win a 30-tram and
infrastructure job in Tunis, the charges
allege. In 2001, a payment of nearly
€216,200wasmade, disguised as a con-
sultancy deal, to boost its efforts to
secure a 62-tram contract in Warsaw,
according to the SFO’s allegations.
The SFO began its investigation in

2009, arresting three directors the next
yearbut releasing themwithout charge.
It would not say yesterday whether the
directors it was pursuing now were
present or former Alstom employees.
An Alstom spokeswoman declined

to comment on the case yesterday,
although the group has stated that it
has been in communication with the
SFOwith a view to agreeing a “fair and
appropriate settlement of these allega-
tions”.
If found guilty, Alstom would face a

hefty fine and potentially even a ban
frombidding for public sector contracts
in theEuropeanUnion.Thecasecomes
as Alstom is in the process of selling its
power division to General Electric for
$12.35billion.

Moray Firth power cable to
boost Scottish wind farms
Tim Webb

Miles Costello

A Swiss engineering group has won a
£500million contract from SSE for an
underwater power cable thatwill trans-
port electricity generated by Scottish
wind farms.
ABBwill design and commission two

320-kilovolt converter stations in
northeast Scotland, one atBlackhillock
in Moray and one at Spittal in Caith-
ness. The two stations will be linked by
a 100-mile cable being built under the
MorayFirth that isdue tobecomeoper-
ational in 2018.
The cable will be capable of trans-

portingup to 1200megawattsof electri-
city, twice the capacity of the London
Array, one of the world’s largest off-
shore wind farms, in the Thames Estu-
ary.The£1billionprojectwill help to re-
lieve bottlenecks on the transmission
network caused by the growth in
renewable energy in recent years.
Network operators are investing

large sums to strengthen the grid. They
have come under fire for paying large
so-called “constraint payments” to
wind farms to not operate when it is
very windy to prevent parts of the grid
in remote areas such as northern Scot-
land from becoming overloaded.

‘Yes’ vote to spark battle over oil clean-up
Tim Webb

Scottish independence would land the
oil industry in themiddleofa£35billion
dispute between Holyrood and West-
minster over who should foot the bill
to decommission the North Sea’s old
platforms and pipelines.
Attention has been focused on how

the spoils of the North Sea would be
divided between an independent Scot-
land and the rest of theUK. In fact, this
would be relatively straightforward.
Based on the widely accepted

“median line”marking Scottish terri-
torial waters, Scotland would be left
with91per centof remainingoil andgas

reserves. Far more contentious would
be reaching an agreement over how to
share the historical liabilities that are
due over the next 25 years.
The government has made a com-

mitment to pay for more than half the
cost of decommissioning old fields by
allowing oil companies to offset spend-
ing against their historical tax bill.
Ministers effectively have written a

£20billion IOU for the industry, but
funds have not been set aside to cover
the government’s share of the decom-
missioning costs.
Scotland refuses toassumeall the lia-

bilities of the fields it inherits because it
has benefited from only a fraction of

the £300 billion of taxes they have gen-
eratedover their lifetimeandwouldask
Westminster to make a contribution.
ColinPearson,EY’s taxpartner foroil

and gas, said: “It would be illogical for
Scotland toacceptall decommissioning
liabilities because the revenues from
these old oilfields have been shared
with the whole of the UK, sometimes
for as long as 40 years.
“An independent Scotland would

negotiate for everyone to share someof
this pain. It’s going to be a hugely con-
tentious issue to negotiate. There is no
precedent of taking into account such
revenues retrospectively and sharing
the costs accordingly.” The Scottish

government has promised that the
“outcome of these negotiations will
have no impact on the value of relief re-
ceived by operators”, but it is a promise
that it cannot guarantee.
With evenmost of those south of the

border accepting Scotland’s claim to
91 per cent of theNorthSea’s remaining
reserves, the debate has focused on
how much is left.
Oil&GasUK, the industry organisa-

tion, has estimated that between 15bil-
lion and 24billion barrels of oil and gas
equivalent could still be extracted. By
its own admission, however, this is
finger-in-the-air stuff, including, for
example, barrels not yet discovered.

The Yes campaign has seized on the
24billion figure, claiming that North
Sea reserves are worth £1.5 trillion,
based on $100 a barrel of oil.
Crucially for Alex Salmond and an

independent Scotland, however, even if
this £1.5 trillion headline figure is not
exaggerated, profits, which will deter-
mine the size of the tax take, will be far
smaller.
Operating costs have risen by nearly

half since 2011, eating into profits.
As remaining reserves become more
expensive to extract, more generous
tax breaks will be needed to make
development viable, further reducing
tax receipts in the short term.

Sterling’s slide
continues as
alarm grows

The pound lost yet more ground to
the dollar yesterday amid rising fears
about the implications of Scottish inde-
pendence.
Sterling dipped by 0.3 per cent to

$1.6088, adding to Monday’s market
rout — the biggest one-day decline in
two and a half years — after Scotland’s
nationalists moved ahead in the polls.
With the pound at a ten-month low,

traders continued to buy protection
from a currency collapse, buying op-
tions that would pay out in the event
that markets turned volatile.
Sterling-dollar one-month implied

volatility, a currency hedge, rose above
10 per cent— to 10.9 per cent— for the
first time since December 2011.
The further slide in the pound came

despiteMark Carney, the Bank of Eng-
land governor, signalling that a first
interest rate rise was “getting closer”.
The pound bounced after his com-
ments at midday, but soon slipped back
because of concerns over the fallout
from independence.
Since early July, the pound has fallen

11 cents against the dollar from almost
$1.72 and currency analysts expect it to
decline further before the referendum.
The pound rose 0.2 per cent against

the euro to €1.2461, which is collapsing
against the dollar. Sterling fell nearly
1 per cent against the euro on Monday.
“I don’t think they’ve fully priced in

the ramifications of a ‘yes’ vote,” Chris
Turner, head of currency strategy at
ING, said. “Itwouldhavehuge ramifica-
tions.”
Kit Juckes, at Société Générale, said:

“Scotland leaving the UK causes con-
siderable uncertainty because there is
no plan for what we do afterwards.”

Watchdog won’t hang up on savers north of the border

The Financial Conduct Authority
will ensure that it has enough staff
manning its consumer helpline phones
if Scotland votes for independence.
With savers and investors already

taking fright at the implications of
the Yes campaign winning, John

Griffith-Jones, chairman of the FCA,
said that the City watchdog had done
some “basic contingency planning” in
case of independence and that it would
be making sure its “phone lines are
properly manned” to deal with ques-
tions about the knock-on effects of the
vote.
Giving evidence to the Treasury

select committee, Mr Griffith-Jones
said: “We are making sure we have a
position around what advice would be
appropriate to give on day one.”
Until formal separation, the FCA

would remain the regulator of the Scot-
tish financial markets and Mr Griffith-
Jones said that the organisation was
ready to work with the country’s

authorities tohelp to create anewregu-
lator to take over its responsibilities
north of the border.
At the same hearing, the FCA

conceded that its efforts to clean up
financial markets was a “work in
progress” and that it didnot think it had
uncovered the full extent of abusive
behaviour in the banking industry.

Philip Aldrick

Square dancing The Irish dance group Siamsoir helped to launch Social in the Square in Edinburgh, an ambitious festival to promote social enterprises in Scotland

COLIN HATTERSLEY

Harry Wilson
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Fox has ‘no
plans’ to take
full control
of BSkyB
Alex Spence Media Editor

21st Century Fox is not planning to
make another bid for full control of
BSkyB after the satellite broadcaster
takes over its German and Italian cous-
ins, a senior executive said yesterday.
Chase Carey, the president and chief

operating officer of Fox, did not rule
out the prospect at some time in the
future, but he told a television industry
conference in London yesterday: “Cer-
tainly, what I can say clearly is we have
no plans. There are no initiatives under
way.”
Fox, which was spun off from News

Corporation, parent company of The
Times, last year, owns 39 per cent of
BSkyB. It abandoned an £8billion bid
for the remaining shares in the satellite
broadcaster in 2011, at the height of the
phone-hacking scandal.
Thwarted in its ambitions to bring its

British, Italian and German satellite
assets together under theFoxumbrella,
Fox has agreed to sell Sky Italia and its

majority stake in Sky Deutschland to
BSkyB. It will continue to hold nearly
40 per cent of the enlarged company
and there has been speculation that,
once the deal is completed, it will try
again to take full control ofBSkyB, even
though it would draw scrutiny from
regulators and politicians.
Mr Carey said: “Right now our plan

with Sky is to pursue the transaction
that we’ve announced. We have no
plans to pursue any more than that.
Ourgoal fromthis point forwardwill be
to do everything we can as the largest
shareholder of BSkyB to enable it to
fulfil its opportunities going forward.”
Mr Carey said that Fox had “moved

on” from its abandoned $80billion bid
forTimeWarner, the televisionand film
giant behind Warner Brothers studios
and HBO, the subscription service that
makes Game of Thrones and Veep.

Ed Conway

Which UK regions
had the biggest and
the smallest
increases in real
wages over the past

decade? When I was in Scotland
recently, I asked a few people to guess
and the answer was almost
universally as follows: biggest,
London; smallest, Scotland.
It goes some way towards

explaining a good chunk of the
support for Scottish independence. It
isn’t merely about nationalism, about
currency or about an economic
cost-benefit analysis. This is also
about alienation from Westminster.
The suspicion is that the recovery has
benefited the capital, the cabinet and
David Cameron’s cronies at the
expense of those on the other side of
the border.
In Edinburgh and Glasgow, I was

startled to hear this complaint far
more often than anything about
national self-determination.
In this, Scots are hardly alone. Walk

the streets of Catalonia, the Basque
Country or, for that matter, Clacton
and you’ll hear similar grievances.
Why has the recovery passed us by?
Why did the politicians and bankers
get off so easily?
They have a point.
Britons are still slogging their way

through the biggest squeeze on real
incomes since Victorian times. The
wage cuts in Spain and Greece are
even deeper. Many (if not all) of the
bankers who got rich on the way up
the boom have not only remained
rich but also benefited from
government and Bank of England
largesse on the way down.
Nor does there seem to be any end

in sight: banking reform has been
botched and the same mainstream
political parties that got us into this
mess are still bickering their way to
the next election. Is it any surprise
that the instinctive response is “a
plague on all their houses”?
Sure, this has manifested itself

differently in various parts of the
world. In Scotland it has fuelled the
Yes campaign. In parts of England it
has contributed to the rise of Ukip. In
the United States it’s the Tea Party; in
Denmark, the People’s Party.
Things could be worse. In other

countries, exasperation has
contributed to extremism rather than
to populism: in France, Marine Le
Pen has topped a presidential poll for

the first time; in Greece, the neo-Nazi
Golden Dawn has 18 seats in
parliament. Although the
manifestations are different, the root
causes are similar.
It isn’t merely the recession, though

it is no coincidence that mainstream
political parties are so far out of
favour in those countries facing the
deepest falls in living standards. We
are also living through a secular shift:
political institutions have been losing
their relevance for some time (look at
party membership levels) and
government has become at least
partially captured by vested interests.
It is a phenomenon that Samuel
Huntington called “political decay” —
a breakdown in trust of old,
not-fit-for-purpose politics. You can
see the hallmarks in the United States
and Britain, as well as in much of
western Europe.
At the same time, we are in an age

of creeping localism. Where once the
natural instinct of people, and
policymakers, was to think in
international terms, today the
multilateral institutions born in the
20th century face existential crises.
The UN, the European Union, the
World Trade Organisation — all are
under question. As of this summer,
the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank have a regional rival
in the Brics Development Bank.
Is it any surprise that in most parts

of the world there is so much pressure

for local government and devolution?
The main exceptions are those
instances – think Islamic State, think
Russia and Ukraine — where political
groups want to reinstate some
medieval or nostalgic interpretation
of civilisation.
Localism has its virtues — far

better to be governed from near than
from afar — but there are also
problems. The first is scale. The
reason the world is no longer a
collection of provinces and city-states
is because over time we’ve realised
that there are advantages to scale,
first militarily and diplomatically,
then economically. Whether it is in
negotiating a trade deal or protecting
shipping, merchants or one’s citizens
abroad, size still matters.
The second, more insidious worry

is that of co-ordination. The smaller
one is and the less contact one has
with one’s neighbours, the easier it is
to be the recipient of waste products,
be they greenhouse gases or financial
externalities, such as current or
capital account imbalances. At the
very least, one needs international
institutions to try to avoid pandemics,
or what economists call the tragedy of
the commons, where by following its
own self-interest one party causes
damage to others.
A case in point is the international

economy. As is quite evident from the
past decade, left to their own devices,
countries and their citizens have a

tendency to build up large excesses of
debt (eg, well, pretty much everyone).
According to Claudio Borio, of the
Bank for International Settlements,
local responses to this tendency go
only go so far.
Since large capital account

imbalances are the financial
equivalent of pollution, an
international response is also needed
if we are to prevent another global
boom and bust. Mr Borio warns that
unless there is such a response (for
which, read: another Bretton Woods
settlement, like the one that
re-engineered the global economic
system in the 1940s) there could be an
“epoch-defining” collapse in financial
and political systems. On the basis of
his chart, this next crisis might well
be expected within a decade.
Such concerns doubtless seem very

distant from the debate in
Kilmarnock and East Kilbride. Then
again, Scotland has a long and proud
history of internationalism (not to
mention experience of one or two
busts). Whether its electorate chooses
to turn its back on the UK, it should
be wary of turning its back on the
world order entirely.
Oh, and the answer to my first

question? The region of UK with the
weakest wage
growth over the past
decade was the
southeast. The
strongest? Scotland.

The financial and business cycles in the United States
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Going it alone is risky in a modern
world where size genuinely matters
Ed Conway is economics editor of Sky News

6 Sajid Javid will review whether
Britain’s main free-to-air television
broadcasters should have the right
to charge BSkyB and Virgin to carry
their channels. ITV and Channel 4
argue that rules preventing them
charging the cable and satellite
operators to carry their channels
are outdated and should be
removed. BSkyB and Virgin are
fiercely opposed to the move,
arguing that it would lead to higher
costs for the 14million subscribers to
their TV services.
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Hitachi boss questions
wisdom of Abenomics
Patrick Hosking Tokyo

One of Japan’s most senior indus-
trialists is having second thoughts
about the wisdom of prime ministerial
plans to address the deficit by raising
consumption tax again next year.
Hiroaki Nakanishi, the chairman

and chief executive of Hitachi, said he
was not sure that raising consumption
tax for the second time in 18 months
would be a good idea.
His comments came 24 hours after

Japan revealed that an earlier hike in
the consumption tax in April had pro-
pelled the country into an even steeper
decline in output in the second quarter
than previously thought. On Monday
the slide in second-quarter GDP was
revised from 6.8 per cent to an even
worse 7.1 per cent.
Mr Nakanishi, who said he was a

strong supporter of Shinzo Abe, the
prime minister, admitted that as re-
cently as July he had been convinced
that raising the consumption tax again
next year from 8 per cent to 10 per cent
was the right path — but now he was
less sure.
“Two months ago, my opinion was

veryclear:weshoulddo it,”he said. “But
right now many people are worried
about what the effect of the 2 per cent
increasewill be. It’s a timing thing.” The
balance from positive momentum in
the economy to negative could happen
very quickly, he warned.
Cracks are starting to appear in Mr

Abe’s key policy, with one of his closest
advisers also suggesting this week that
the tax hike should be delayed. Etsuro
Honda said that the rise, which is op-
posed by most voters, should be held
back until at least 2017 and even then
applied only if realwages had started to
increase.
Most business leadershavebeen sup-

portive of the April rise from 5 per cent
to 8 per cent and the planned second
rise from8per cent to 10 per cent, argu-
ing it was the least worst tax increase to
start to address Japan’s huge debts,
which now stand at 200 per cent of
GDP. One senior banker in Tokyo
argued yesterday that doing a U-turn
would be symbolically damaging in the
eyes of the financial markets.
The government is due to make a

final decision on the second tax rise in
December, with the hike coming in in
October next year.
Hitachi is one of Japan’s biggest com-

panies with 324,000 employees world-
wide making trains, power station
equipment, construction equipment
and electronics.
MrNakanishi alsowouldnot ruleout

the possibility that Hitachi eventually
might move its nuclear division head-
quarters from Japan to Britain if it was
successful in bidding for a nuclear
power station order at Wylfa on An-
glesey. It has already moved its railway
division to the UK, which, he said, was
a better place in which to do business
than it was ten years ago.

Wonga has poached an
executive from the
insurer RSA to help it to

resuscitate its battered reputation.
Tara Kneafsey will be responsible
for all elements of the payday
lender’s UK business and will be
working alongside Andy Haste, the
chairman since July and a former
chief executive of RSA.
A damning report from

regulators revealed in June that
Wonga had invented law firms to
put pressure on late payers. It
promised to pay out £2.6million in
redress to 45,000 customers.

Ms Kneafsey worked at RSA
for eight years and most
recently led its UK small
business division. She had
also run its Latvian
operation. Before joining
RSA, Ms Kneafsey worked as

a consultant. An avid
skier, she has taken up
the violin and
photography.

Business big shot

name tara
kneafsey
age 39
position
uk managing
director,
wonga

transport minister’s series
of mini mistakes
Baroness Kramer, the transport
minister, below, was on excellent
form offending her German hosts
as she helped to celebrate the
three millionth BMW-owned
Mini come off the production line
in Oxford. She referred to the car as
a Beetle, which is built by BMW’s
rival Volkswagen, and boasted that
British car production was
outpacing German output. If that
wasn’t enough, she continued to
praise Britons for embracing
ultra-low emission vehicles, but
Mini does not make electrics or
hybrids.

mukherjee’s great honour
Neel Mukherjee is a popular man.
Not only has he just been
shortlisted for the Man Booker
Prize but he also received a
handwritten letter from the
chancellor. George Osborne was
such a fan of Mr Mukherjee’s
book The Lives of Others,
which tells the story of a
Calcutta-based family, that he
wrote to tell him how much
he enjoyed it and wished him
luck with the prize.

downing street sale
There was shock and
horror when it appeared

that David Cameron had sold 10
Downing Street for only £43,000
yesterday. It turned out to be a
grotty, two-bedroom end of terrace
with the same address in Sutton-in-
Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, and not
the PM’s home, which is worth a lot
more and will not go on for sale
any time soon.

top marks
Mark Carney certainly enjoyed a
warmer welcome at the TUC than
Mervyn King did four years ago.
The Bank of England Governor
stuck to his previous message to
markets, that rates will not rise until
next year. Poor old Mervyn had the
impossible job of trying to sell the
idea that cutting the deficit and
thus jobs was the only way back to
prosperity. No contest really.

homebuilding? homeprinting
There might be a shortage of
brickies, but that shouldn’t stop
Britain’s housebuilders from
building more homes. All they need
is a giant 3D printer. WinSun
Decoration Design Engineering, a
company in China, has built ten
homes in one day using the printer,
which was 12 years in the making
— and they cost only £5,000 each
to build. Perhaps the likes of Barratt
Homes will start to hire some more
technology geeks.

CITY PEOPLE
The feuds, the faces and the farcical

Kathyrn Hopkins@_KathrynHopkins
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Hey, big spenders Tony Blair buys his chancellor, Gordon Brown, an ice-cream in the 2005 general election

Labour’s reckless spending left
Britain exposed, says watchdog
Labour was reckless with the public
finances in the years before the finan-
cial crisis, analysis by the government’s
independent economic watchdog has
suggested.
A combination of over-optimistic

forecasts for tax receipts and a decision
to ignore the demographic timebomb
of an ageing populationmeant that the
national debt rose at the second-fastest
rate of 31 of the world’s leading nations
between 2004 and 2007.
The worsening state of the public

finances left Britain exposed when the
financial crisis struck in 2008, plunging
the country into its deepest and most
prolonged recession of the past century.
The analysis by the Office for Budget

Responsibility, published yesterday,
only weeks before the party conference
season, will renew questions about
Labour’s handling of the economy in
the boom years as the country heads
towards a general election next May.
Speaking at the launch of the work-

ingpaper,Crisis andConsolidation in the
Public Finances,RobertChote, theOBR
chairman, described Britain’s decision
to increaseborrowing in the threeyears
prior to the crisis as “unusual”, adding:
“Others were trying to pre-fund the
risingcostsof ageingbygetting thedebt
down in the good times.”
The OBR also showed that Labour

took a far more optimistic view of tax
receipts to justify its spending decisions
than other contemporary forecasters.
External forecasts for the deficit were
about £10billion more pessimistic than
thegovernment eachyear from2003 to
2008, it said.
As a result, UK national debt rose by

about 2.5 per cent of GDP between
2004 and 2007, faster than the likes of
Greece, Italy and Portugal. Only five of
31 countries in the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment experienced a rise in public debt
over the period and only Hungary re-
ported a faster increase than the UK,
the OBR said.
Labour made the decision to boost

spending in 2002 to correct what it
described as “decades of chronic
under-investment in education, health,
transport and housing”. To fund the
plans, it chose to run a budget deficit of
about 3per cent of GDP annually.
However, the government’s projec-

tions were based on a fundamentally
unstable economic strategy that
assumed stronger than average UK
growth was permanent. With hind-
sight, both the OECD and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund say now that
Britain was expanding faster than its
potential and running an underlying
deficit above the 3per cent reported.
The extra GDP growth masked a

structural borrowing rate of about 5 per
cent of GDP that was “unsustainable”,
Mr Chote said. The Treasury was not
alone in its overestimation of UK
potential growth, he added. Most fore-
casters at the time were equally guilty.
The crisis exposed Britain’s real eco-

nomic position, revealing a previously
unrecognised hole in the public
finances equivalent to 8.6 per cent of
GDP — the shortfall between tax
receipts and spending, even with the
economy functioning at full potential.
As annual borrowing quadrupled to

fill the hole and compensate for a col-
lapse in tax receipts in the recession, the
national debt rocketed by £439billion
more than expected between 2008 and
2013 to £1.19 trillion.
To balance the books, the coalition

has committed to nine years of
austerity, amounting to savings worth
10.3 per cent ofGDP—aprogrammeof
cuts not matched since the Second
World War.
At the end of the programme, when

the books are balanced in 2018-19, both
government spending and receipts are
forecast to total roughly 38 per cent of
GDP — the same as in 2001, during
Labour’s first term.
However, Mr Chote said the debt

legacy and rising welfare bill would
result in big changes to “the shape of
the state”. Compared with 2001-02,
welfare and debt interest in 2018-19will
cost an extra 3 per cent of GDP —
roughly £50billion in today’s money.
Those costs will be largely offset by
equivalent cuts to public services by
reducing departmental spending.
Mr Chote also warned that debt

interest “is the dog that hasn’t barked
terribly loudly so far in terms of its
impact on the deficit”.Despite the huge
increase in debt, borrowing costs in
2012-13 were only £10.1billion higher
thanexpected in 2008before the reces-
sion struck — at £47.5billion.
All else being equal, the extra debt

should have increased the interest bill
by £23.4 billion that year — a single hit
bigger than the entire transport budget.
However, the Bank of England’s deci-
sion to cut rates to 0.5 per cent helped
lower the cost of thedebtby£12.1 billion.
Asked if suchdraconian cuts topublic

services were deliverable, Mr Chote
said the evidence was that they were.
Despite similar concerns since 2010,
“departments have continued to under-
spend their limits”, Mr Chote said.

Philip Aldrick Economics Editor

Factories build momentum for reviving economy

Britain remains on track to grow
strongly in the second half of the
year, economists said, after official
data underscored the strength of
the domestic economy.
Manufacturing output expand-

ed by 0.3 per cent in July as the
broader industrial production

sector grew 0.5 per cent, beating
forecasts for 0.2 per cent.
Separately, theUK’s trade deficit

widened to £3.3 billion in July from
£2.5 billion. It was worse than ex-
pected, but economists said that
exports had held up well and that
the rising deficit had been caused
by a sharp increase in imports.
Jonathan Loynes, chief Euro-

pean economist for Capital Eco-
nomics, said that higher imports
were “presumably reflecting the
continued strength of domestic
activity”.
He added: “With survey evi-

dence on other key sectors, such as
services, remaining strong, there
seems little reason for now to
expect overall economic growth

to slow in the third quarter or be-
yond.”
The sentiment was borne out

by Now-Casting Economics’
monthly index,whichclaimed that
Britain remained the world’s fast-
est-growing advanced economy
this month.
“UK growth shows no sign of

slowing,” it said.
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getting the
debt down in
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Dixons scores in high definition
as Brazil boosts big screen sales
England may have flopped in the
World Cup, but the tournament fed an
appetite for larger and increasingly
elaborate televisions that has endured
throughout the summer, boosting trad-
ing at Dixons Carphone.
In its first figures since a £3.7billion

merger last month, the old Dixons
Retail and Carphone Warehouse busi-
nesses revealed divergent fortunes.
British like-for-like sales were up by
4 per cent at Dixons over the three
months to August, but Carphone suf-
fered a 6 per cent decline because trad-
ing was poor compared with a block-
buster first quarter last year.
Sebastian James, the chief executive,

said that the company’s bestsellers had
been televisions, with “huge growth” in
screens sized at 50 inches ormore and a
sixfold increase in top-of-the-range 4K

high-definition models. “Customers
have been choosing much more prem-
ium kit,” he said. “Sales of televisions
have carried on well beyond theWorld
Cup.”
Dixons Carphone heavily promoted

its televisions before Brazil 2014, offer-
ing £10 cashback on new sets for every

goal scored by England, a promotion
that, Mr James acknowledged, was
“sadly, not a very expensive” offer for
the company. It has offered free war-
ranties on an increasingly broad range
to compete with rivals such as John
Lewis.
European sales for theDixons side of

the business were healthy. In Scandi-
navia, where Dixons is the biggest
player, sales rose by 1 per cent. In
Greece, sales rebounded 6 per cent,
which beat analysts’ expectations.
However, Carphone Warehouse

failed to match its performance last
year. Mr James brushed aside any con-
cerns about its results, declaring that
the numbers were a “pretty good start”
for the enlarged business, although he
noted that economic conditions were
far from assured.

“The housing recovery is driving
some business on the electronics side,

but consumer sentiment is a bit wob-
bly,” he said.
The merger is intended to take

advantage of what Dixons Carphone
describes as the “internet of things”,
whereby connected devices, such as
smartphones and tablets, will converge
with an increasing number of house-
hold goods, including televisions, that
have online connectivity.
The company has opened 11

Carphone Warehouse outlets within
Currys and PC World stores, with 30
“stores within stores” expected by
Christmas.
Alistair Davies, an Investec analyst,

said that he was encouraged by
prospects formergerbenefits: “They’ve
beenquick to get those first storeswith-
in stores up and running, and they’re
ahead of where they were when they
were disclosing synergies early on.”
The shares edged up 2.1p to 371.4p.

Andrew Clark, Marcus Leroux

Costa adds its
usual froth to
the numbers
at Whitbread

The British love affair with espresso
shows no sign of running out of steam
after Whitbread reported bubbling
sales at its fast-growing Costa coffee
shop chain.
The company added that tradingwas

positiveat itsPremier Innbudgethotels
as group like-for-like sales jumped by
6.8per cent in the second quarter.
Andy Harrison, the chief executive,

said that Whitbread remained “on
track for another good year” as its
brands continued to win market share,
while a £400million expansion pro-
gramme had helped to push total sales
12.8 per cent higher.
However, he said that comparative

trading in the second half would “get
tougher”, particularly in the fourth
quarter when last year’s snow-free
winter helped comparable sales to rise
by 7per cent.
Like-for-like sales at Costa’s mainUK

business grew by 7.3 per cent in the
second quarter, up from 4.5 per cent in
the first threemonths. For the half year,
Costa worldwide sales, including fran-
chised stores, rose 15.3 per cent to
£602.4million, as the chain opened 167
outlets, lifting its total to 2,941.
Costa announced a franchise deal in

the Philippines yesterday, which
becomes its 31st territory. Mr Harrison
said: “We’d hope to open 50 to 100
stores there over a number of years.”
Like-for-like sales at Premier Inn

grew by 9.2 per cent in the second
quarter as the continuing upturn in the
regions was boosted by the Farnbor-
oughAirshow and the Commonwealth
Games in Glasgow.
Occupancy improved from 83.9 per

cent to a record high of 87 per cent,
while revenueperavailable room—the
key industrymetric—wasupby8.6per
cent. Its UK bedroom stock grew by
5.6per cent to almost 56,000 rooms.
Like-for-like sales growth at the

group’s 401 Brewers Fayre, Beefeater
and Table Table outlets slowed from
4.4per cent to 1.7 per cent amid tough
comparatives.
The shares, which are up almost

37per cent over the past 12months, slid
11p to £43.87.
Tempus, page 38

Dominic Walsh

The sale of upmarket televisions has
risen sharply during the summer

LIU JIN/AFP/GETTY

Aburgeoning
appetite for
flat-pack

Scandinavian furniture
in cities such as Beijing,
Shanghai and Chengdu
has fuelled an
acceleration in sales
at Ikea, in spite of
“challenging” conditions
in Europe (Andrew Clark
and Marcus Leroux
write).
The world’s biggest

furniture maker said that
global sales had risen by
5.9 per cent to
€28.7billion (£23billion)
in 12 months to August,
excluding the impact of
currency. Once
exchange rates were

taken into account, the
increase was 3 per cent
and, on a same-store
basis, sales growth was
3.6 per cent.
Ikea named China,

where it has opened
three stores this year, as
its most rapidly
expanding market.
Peter Agnefjäll, the chief
executive, said that
Chinese shoppers liked
the fact that they were
permitted to lounge
about on Ikea’s display
sofas and beds for as
long as they liked, a
rarity in Chinese shops.
He added that North

American stores had
fared well, with Europe
picking up from the
eurozone crisis: “A year
ago, it was difficult for
retailers in southern
Europe, as for Ikea, but
we now see that things
are stabilising.” Ikea has
a target of doubling sales
to €50billion by 2020.

Selling in
China is a
relaxing
business
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BGC muscles in on deal for rival broker
Long-awaited consolidation in the
interdealer broker market has begun
with a possible unsolicited offer by
BGC Partners, one of the five main
players, for another, GFI Group.
Interdealer brokers act as intermedi-

aries, allowing investment banks and
other financial institutions to deal in
derivatives and other instruments.
That market has been challenging for
the past couple of years, as banks have
reduced their trading and as the low
interest rate environment restricts vol-
atility in derivatives.
Observershavebeen forecasting that

those leading players, which also have
been laying off highly paid dealers in
response to thesluggishmarkets,would
try to consolidate. Several are known to
have been in discussions in the past.
In July, GFI, which was founded by

Mickey Gooch in 1987, agreed to sell
itself to CME, the Chicago exchange
operator, for $580million, or the equiv-
alent of $4.55 a share. As part of the
deal,MrGoochandhis colleagueswere
to buy back the voice broking business
for $165million.
BGC has muscled in on the deal and

has threatened to take its own offer,
worth $5.25 a share, or $675 million,
directly to GFI shareholders. It re-

vealed yesterday that, over the course
of several years, it had tried to buy GFI
and that at the time the CME deal was
being finalised it had written to the
boardwitha further request to enter in-
to talks over a possible takeover.
BGC also disclosed that it had built a

stake inGFI, which is listed on theNew
York Stock Exchange, equivalent to
13.5 per cent of the company. Howard
Lutnick, the chairman and chief
executive of BGC, said that merging
the companies would provide better
productivity per broker and significant
cost savings.
“BGC and GFI are expected to

become one of the world’s leading

financial services brokers, with en-
hanced global reach and expanded ca-
pabilities,” he said. “We believe that
GFI’s customers and brokers would
benefit fromGFI being part of a larger,
better capitalised and more diversified
company.”
The two market leaders in the inter-

dealer broker industry are quoted on
the London exchange. They are
Michael Spencer’s Icap and Tullett
Prebon, founded by Terry Smith. Both
have indicated in trading updates the
damage done by falling volumes in
their core markets.
BGC has said that it will launch a

tender offer for the shares inGFI that it

does not already own, going over the
heads of Mr Gooch and the rest of the
board, if they are not prepared to enter
into merger discussions. The offer
would be conditional on its acquisition
of amajority holding in GFI and there-
fore control.
In a letter to the GFI board, Mr

Lutnick wrote: “Our proposal is clearly
superior to the existing transaction in-
volvingCMEandGFI’smanagement, a
transaction that we believe reflects
deep conflicts of interest.”
BGC is understood to have cash bal-

ances that exceed $640 million.
GFIdidnot return calls seeking com-

ment last night.

Martin Waller

BMW GROUP

Production
to the max,
so Mini’s
going Dutch

I
t is the quintessential
British car that has
taken the world by
storm, but the very
success of the Mini has

raised fears that more and
more of the little — and not
so little — runarounds will
be made overseas (Robert
Lea writes).
The Cowley plant in

Oxford celebrated
yesterday as the three
millionth Mini rolled off the
assembly lines since the
company was reborn under
German ownership in 2001.
A £750million refit by

BMW of the Mini
operations —moving
production away from its
traditional two-door
versions to the longer
four-door hatchback — has
prompted an increase in
demand. With Cowley
having gone to three shifts
this summer, output will
increase from
173,000 in
2013 to
near-
capacity
of 265,000
in 2015.
More than

100,000 Minis a

year are already built by
BMW under contract in
Austria — predominantly
the controversial but
fast-selling supersized 4x4

Mini Countryman. That
arrangement is
coming to an end

and it seems
likely that a
large and
growing
proportion
of future

Minis will be built at a new
facility in Born, barely a
mile from the German
border in the Netherlands.
It is thought likely that a
new Mini Clubman estate
will be made in Oxford, but
that much of the
production of the regular
two-door Minis will shift to
Dutch territory.
Harald Krüger, BMW’s

head of production, is
sensitive to accusations that

the Britishness of the Mini
is being diluted. “Oxford
will remain the centre of
Mini production,” he said.
He also denied that BMW

had plans to open factories
in China or to switch
production to factories in
America, the single largest
Mini market, accounting
for nearly one in four sales.
He declined to comment,
however, on what volumes
were planned for its Dutch

plant, which went into
production in July.
Mini has been criticised

for spinning off too many
models and for making its
vehicles too large. That is
not going to change. It is
understood that BMW
could give the go-ahead
to a new sportscar version,
the Mini Superleggera,
which is due to make its
debut at the Paris motor
show this month.

Dynasty takes flight at
ailing Monarch Airlines
Wealthy, shrewd and publicity shy,
Switzerland’s Mantegazza dynasty has
bankrolled Monarch Airlines since the
holiday carrier was established with
two aircraft based at Luton in 1968.
Now,however, the family’spatiencehas
run out.
Sergio Mantegazza, 87, and his son

Fabio have given Monarch an ultima-
tum: find a new backer to absorb likely
losses of £60million this year or shut
down. Together with descendants of
Werner Albek, another early investor,
the Swiss have refused to plug a hole in
the company’s pension fundof between
£158million and £300million.
The withdrawal of funding marks a

dramatic change. Only last year, Iain
Rawlinson, then the chief executive,
said that the Mantegazzas were happy:
“What shareholders see is the prospect
of a very good return from the support
they gave the business in 2009 and
2011.”
The Mantegazzas have bailed out

Monarch twice before. The last time, in
2010, Fabio Mantegazza emphasised
his commitment, telling a trade paper:
“The family never wavered in its
support and will continue to support
Monarch. It has the resources and is
happy with the results of giving that
support, so it is prepared to do more.”
Originally from Lombardy, the

family settled in Ticino, the southern-
most canton of Switzerland, in the

18th century. Their links to tourism
date back to the 1920s, when Antonio
Mantegazza set up a rowing company
shuttling travellers between Lake
Lugano’s shores. The operation ex-
panded into coach trips taking tourists
onexcursions around the region,which
prosperedafter theSecondWorldWar.
Forbes estimates the Mantegazzas’

wealth at $4.5 billion. They control a
portfolio of upmarket travel busi-
nesses under brands suchasGlobus,
Monograms, Archers Holidays and
Avalon Waterways, in addition to
Cosmos, the cheap and cheer-
ful package holiday
specialist.
The family has

had its share of diffi-
cult times: in 1995,
Geo Mantegazza,
brother of Sergio,

waskidnapped fromtheparkinggarage
of his office in Paradiso, in southern
Switzerland. He was released after 30
hours. In 2004, Paolo Montegazza, at
the time chief executive of the family
travel business, killed himself, aged 34.

A down-to-earth figure, he had
published travel tips includ-
ing: “Pack light! If you can’t
lift your own bag, don’t
expect others to.”
Sergio Mantegazza re-

mains involved in the busi-
ness in his eighties. He rarely
appears in public, although

he did call on the Swiss
government last
year to stump up
funds to improve
his local airport in
Lugano, com-
plaining that
it was ill
equipped to
handle pri-
vate jets.

Andrew Clark Deputy Business Editor

Mini has flourished under BMW’s ownership, sales have grown, as have the cars, and could soon include the Superleggera, left

Kensington
sale comes
with £100m
hit at Investec
Miles Costello

Investec has offloaded its mortgage
business to two United States-based
private equity buyers for £100million
less than it paid for it just before the
financial crisis hit seven years ago.
The Anglo-South African financial

group sold Kensington Group to parts
of Blackstone andTPG for £180million
as part of the overhaul of its specialist
banking operations.
Investec, which effectively put Ken-

sington up for sale in February when it
hired Fenchurch Advisory Partners to
review its options, pointed to the com-
parison between the agreed sale price
and the net value of the lender’s assets
of £165million as at the end of March.
Investec bought Kensington for

£283 million in a shares-based acquisi-
tion that coincided with the lender’s
second profits warning within three
months.
Kensington was a rapidly growing

mortgage provider that specialised in
loans forborrowerswithapatchycredit
history. However, in a boomingmarket
for low-cost borrowing, it struggled to
borrow as cheaply as its rivals.
It is unclear whether Investec lost

money during its time as Kensington’s
owner. The group retained the lender’s
loss-makingunit in Irelandbut injected
into the sale some of its more recently
offered mortgages, not all of which
were sold through Kensington.
Although the price tag was well

below the amount originally paid,
Investec said thatKensingtonhad been
a consistent financial performer over
the past seven years. Selling the divi-
sion, which had gross assets of almost
£4billion, liberates capital and im-
proves its financial strength.
The sale kick-starts a fresh chapter in

the life of Kensington, whichwas set up
in 1994and listedon thestockexchange
in 2000. Blackstone and TPG said that
they planned to invest in the business,
which was also known during its hey-
day as a big buy-to-let lender. The two
groups have appointed IanHenderson,
the former chief executive of Shaw-
brook, one of the new breed of lenders
known as “challenger banks”, to be
group chief executive.
Although Kensington was a sub-

prime specialist when Investec bought
it, the group becamemore convention-
al, despite retaining its interest in the
buy-to-let market.
Investec, which has turned its sights

on wealthier customers, embarked on
the sale after the beginnings of the
economic recovery improved thecredit
quality of its lending book.

Patience has run
out for Sergio
Mantegazza
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and Bruker, which trades on Nasdaq,
have noted some weakness in their
end markets.
Orders for the year to date were

running ahead of the same period
last year. The only slow market is
Japan, where authorities appear to be
prioritising infrastructure spending
over research. The shares sell on a
more reasonable 18 times earnings,
which suggests plenty of potential
long-term.

measuring equipment for industry is
blaming, in part, the protracted
struggle to acquire the Belfast-based
Andor. This took Oxford further into
the nano-bio field, but the delay held
back revenue growth. That missed
target does not amount to much in
the general scheme of things. Of
more relevance is the sharp decline
in the share price, above £18 at the
start of this year and up 35p at £11.78
last night after a trading statement
that was reassuring, if short on detail.
Oxford gets 95 per cent of its

revenues outside the UK, about half
of them denominated in dollars, so
sterling’s strength is one negative.
Others in a similar area, including
the larger quoted company Spectris

The trouble with setting yourself
ambitious targets is that it
becomes brutally obvious when

you miss them. Three years ago
OxfordInstruments said that it
would grow annual revenues by
14 per cent a year, while also its
increasing return on sales to 14 per
cent as well, labelled by the company
its “14 Cubed” plan.
That three years was up in June.

While the second target was reached,
over the period compound annual
revenue growth was “just” 11 per
cent. The maker of high-tech

companies news

PRICES

Balfour’s Crossrail win
Balfour Beatty has won a
£70million contract to complete
and fit out a station at Woolwich
on the trans-London Crossrail
network. The work includes
finishing the openings either side
of the Thames tunnel on the line
at Plumstead and North
Woolwich, which is due to open in
2018. The Woolwich contract
brings to more than £700million
the value of work Balfour has won
on Crossrail, including the
tunnelling between Liverpool
Street and Whitechapel.

Barclays index sale
Standard &Poor’s and Markit
will fight it out to buy the index
business of Barclays. The
business, which includes the
US Aggregate Bond Index that
was bought as part of the
Lehman Brothers deal, could
fetch more than $1billion. It
would be the second sale of an
index business this year, after
London Stock Exchange paid
$2.7billion in cash for Russell
Investments.

Restaurant closures
Consumer spending may be
improving slowly, but restaurant
insolvencies rose by 15 per cent in
12 months amid rising energy and
food costs and strong
competition. According to Moore
Stephens, an accountancy, 747
restaurants failed, up from 648
the previous year. Mike Finch, a
partner at the firm, said: “The
tipping point [was] bad weather
last winter, with heavy flooding
through key trading periods.”

32Red goes wild
The clear-out of smaller online
gambling operators before the
introduction of a point-of-
consumption tax has gathered
pace, with 32Red acquiring the
British casino customer database
of Go Wild. The Malta-based
group’s withdrawal from the UK
market comes after news last
week that three other offshore
operators — Mansion, 12Bet and
SBOBet — were to close all or
part of their UK businesses.

Read these stories
in full online
thetimes.co.uk/
business

MartinWaller Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

Ambitious
plans for
growth
bedding in

W
hitbread is by no
means the most
exciting company on
the market, but it
has set itself some

exciting growth ambitions and shows
every sign of achieving them. Its
Premier Inn hotel chain, boasting
55,000 beds at present, wants to get
to 75,000 by 2018 and has the extra
space contracted to do so.
Meanwhile, it wants to gain

business from the independent
hoteliers that control a little more
than half the market — Premier
Inn’s share is about 8 per cent
to 9 per cent, so there is
plenty to go for.
The Costa coffee chain

wants to double sales to
about £1.3billion by 2016,
moving towards £2billion
two years later. It has the
advantage that, unlike the hotels
market, which is largely static, the
supply of coffee shops is growing by
about 5 per cent a year.
The Costa business overseas is

marginally profitable, making
£1million or £2million a year. It is at
a stage where further openings, such

as adding to the 350 outlets in
China, will generate
incremental revenues at
little extra cost, while there
are other regions to move
into — Whitbread
announced its first branch
in the Philippines yesterday.
One analyst was

forecasting that Whitbread
could double in size over the next
five years. All the metrics in the
latest trading statement, for the 11
weeks to August 14, were moving in

the right direction. Premier
Inn increased like-for-like
sales by 9.2 per cent over
the period, and achieved a
record occupancy level of
87 per cent.
Revenues per room, the

main measure of performance,
were flattish in London but rose by
10 per cent in the British regions,
reaping the benefits of the broader
economic recovery and the odd one-
off, such as the Commonwealth
Games.
Costa lifted like-for-likes by 7.3 per

cent. The restaurants operation,
which is co-located with Premier
Inn, experienced a more modest
1.7per cent advance, but this is still
ahead of the market as a whole.
Whitbread shares, off 8p at

£43.90, sell on about 21 times this
year’s earnings. That looks like a
chunky multiple for what is a stolid
business, and the dividend yield is
below 2 per cent. Yet those growth
ambitions make the shares a strong
“hold”.
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Wake up and smell the coffee

Whitbread share price
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Some of us always had our doubts
about the blur business model,
which was designed to reinvent

the way in which companies recruit
staff for important projects. Blur
shares were floated at 82p in late
2012 and at one stage approached £8
before collapsing after two profits
warnings this year.They ended last
night up 5½p at 86½p.
The company had to change the

way it recognised revenues, as the
earlier model was too optimistic.
The halfway figures to the end of

June give an indication how
over-optimistic: first-half
revenues for 2013 were
restated at $1.4million,
from $3.4million as
previously reported, and
losses deepened from
$1.56million to $2.02million.

First-half losses this year fell
further, to $4million, on revenues

of $5.7million.
The business continues to move

forward. It is signing up new clients
and there has been a 170 per cent
increase in the value of work from
repeat customers, while staffing
levels remain flat. Blur had to go to
the market in June to raise another
$22million, at 75p a share, to take it
forward to eventual profitability in
2016. It is an attractive enough
business model, but the shares are
probably for gamblers only.

17.8%
Costa coffee total
sales growth

follow me
on twitter
for updates
@MartinWaller10

MY ADVICEHold long term
WHYShares are trading on a
high multiple, but the options
for future growth are there in
both core markets, Costa
Coffee and Premier Inn

Areassuring statement from
Fenner, in that its end
markets are not getting any

worse, even if they are showing no
obvious signs of improvement. The
company makes conveyor belts and
the like for the mining industry,
and the downturn in capital
investment there led to a profits
warning in May.The shares have
traded in a narrow band since, but
added about 3 per cent yesterday.
Analysts were reassured that profits
would be in line with forecasts; all
the anecdotal evidence suggests its
core market has bottomed out.

And finally . . .

MY ADVICEBest avoided
WHY Share price still
unsupported by earnings

MY ADVICEBuy
WHY Share price fall since
start of year looks overdone

whitbread

6.8% like-for-like sales increase

blur group

Revenue $5.7m Cash $24.4m

oxford instruments

14% targeted return on sales

Major Indices
New York
Dow Jones 17013.87 (-97.55)
Nasdaq Composite 4552.29 (-40.00)
S&P 500 1988.44 (-13.10)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 15749.15 (+44.04)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 25190.45 n/a

Amsterdam
AEX Index 418.40 (-2.20)

Sydney
AO 5608.20 (+29.30)

Frankfurt
DAX 9710.70 (-47.33)

Singapore
Straits 3342.96 (+7.77)

Brussels
BEL20 3190.24 (-18.42)

Paris
CAC-40 4452.37 (-22.56)

Zurich
SMI Index 8825.60 (+8.41)
DJ EURO Stoxx 50 3245.43 (-22.11)

London

FTSE 100 6829.00 (-5.77)
FTSE 250 15786.87 (+18.62)
FTSE 350 3705.68 (-2.00)
FTSE Eurotop 100 2809.93 (-9.38)
FTSE All-Shares 3640.38 (-1.97)
FTSE Non Financials 4268.83 (-2.24)
techMARK 100 3382.32 (+15.88)
Bargains 921242
US$ 1.6087 (-0.0004)
Euro 1.2453 (-0.0030)
£:SDR 1.09 (+0.00)
Exchange Index 86.3 (unch)
Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI 127.80 Jul (2005 = 100)
RPI 256.00 Jul (Jan 1987 = 100)
RPIX 255.50 Jul (Jan 1987 = 100)
Morningstar Long Commodity 887.60 (-4.21)
Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4541.43 (+2.83)

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 98.40 -0.45
Brent 25 day (Jan) 99.30 -0.50
Brent 25 day (Feb) 100.05 -0.50
W Texas Intermed (Jan) 92.75 +0.55
W Texas Intermed (Feb) 91.90 +0.25

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld 961.00 963.00 +10.00
Gasoil EEC 856.00 857.00 -0.25
3.5 Fuel Oil 542.25 543.00 -1.75
Naphtha 839.00 841.00 -6.00

ICE Futures

Gas Oil
Sep 844.50-844.00 Dec 853.75-853.25
Oct 847.75-847.50 Jan 897.00-854.50
Nov 851.00-850.50 Volume: 220143

Brent (9.00pm)
Oct 99.28-99.26 Jan 101.40-101.25
Nov 100.07-100.04 Feb 103.00-101.00

Dec 100.78-100.71 Volume: 869525

LIFFE

Cocoa

Sep 1997 BID Dec 1935-1900
Dec 1996-1995 Mar 1929-1921
Mar 1968-1966 May unq
May 1959-1953
Jul 1951-1947
Sep 1930 BID Volume: 38321

RobustaCoffee

Sep 2150-2040 May 2120-2070
Nov 2070-2066 Jul 2175-2090
Jan 2087-2070
Mar 2175-2039 Volume: 9080

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters May 459.10-458.00
Aug 469.00-468.60

Oct 405.60-405.30 Oct 517.00-477.00
Dec 428.10-426.30 Dec 499.00-485.00
Mar 447.10-446.00 Volume: 20325

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Nov 118.05 Jan 119.55 Mar 122.55
May 125.50 Jul 125.60 Volume: 897

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Sep 14 113.08 113.22 112.99 113.40 840 21945
Dec 14 112.27 112.59 112.04 112.54 244083 385113

3-Mth Sterling Sep 14 99.430 99.440 99.420 99.440 106392 302657
Dec 14 99.340 99.340 99.290 99.320 179636 460202
Mar 15 99.180 99.190 99.120 99.150 145831 413678
Jun 15 99.010 99.030 98.950 98.975 147174 344998
Sep 15 98.840 98.850 98.770 98.800 98474 302777

3-Mth Euribor Sep 14 99.915 99.920 99.910 99.920 31288 493590
Dec 14 99.920 99.930 99.920 99.925 85572 448053
Mar 15 99.930 99.940 99.925 99.930 38707 359885
Jun 15 99.925 99.940 99.925 99.930 31841 309735
Sep 15 99.915 99.930 99.915 99.920 73342 331295

3-Mth Euroswiss Sep 14 99.990 100.00 99.990 100.00 817 41754
Dec 14 100.06 100.07 100.06 100.07 5953 66241
Mar 15 100.09 100.11 100.09 100.10 3379 63687
Jun 15 100.11 100.12 100.10 100.11 1561 38226

2 Year Swapnote Sep 14 111.57 111.59 111.57 111.59 368 23745
Dec 14 111.59

5 Year Swapnote Sep 14 127.30 127.34 127.22 127.27 535 9597
Dec 14 127.48 127.48 127.48 127.34 25

10 Year Swapnote Sep 14 146.15 146.15 145.83 146.06 32 3936
Dec 14 146.00

FTSE100 Sep 14 6819.0 6847.0 6812.0 6827.5 73614 642411
Dec 14 6797.0 6820.0 6786.5 6801.0 1666 26052

FTSEurofirst 80 Sep 14 4271.0 350
Dec 14 4273.0
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Fashion sales on
Oxford Street
could hit

£500million this
month, according to
the people behind an
annual celebration of
home-grown design in
the capital’s shops

(Andrew Clark writes).
Laura Whitmore,
above, the Irish TV
presenter, teamed up
with designers such as
Lulu Guinness and
Henry Holland to kick
off the Oxford Street
Fashion Showcase.

Ready for
dedicated
followers
of fashion
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Fairfield considers options
for a fresh shot at London
Gary ParkinsonMarket report

I
f at first you don’t succeed, then
come back four years later.
Remember Fairfield Energy?
This is the North Sea oil and gas
company owned by private

equity that hired Goldman Sachs and
Credit Suisse to advise on a London
flotation back in 2010. Its ambitions
to raise at least £330million, which
would have delivered Fairfield a
market value of upwards of
£720 million, were thwarted after it
failed to drum up enough interest
among investors. The float was pulled.
In the past month, so it is

rumoured, Fairfield has looked at a
reverse into Sterling Resources, based
in Calgary, quoted in Toronto, with
assets in the North Sea and elsewhere
and run by Jacob Ulrich, formerly the
senior energy adviser to Och-Ziff, the

hedge fund. That didn’t work
out, either.
Now, apparently, Fairfield,

owned by a consortium of
private investors led by
Warburg Pincus, is being
advised by Rothschild on
alternative routes to the public
market. Perhaps via another shot
at a London flotation or, more likely,
a reverse takeover of any one of a
number of quoted oil producers with
UK assets and a yawning disparity
between their values and market
capitalisations. Ithaca Energy (off
1¾p at 133p), Faroe Petroleum (¾p
easier at 107p) and Providence
Resources (up 1½p at 132½p) were
mentioned by speculators as potential
targets. So were others.
The wider market was soggy.

Already unsettled by the possibility
that Scotland may vote to leave the
UK and waiting to test the
temperature of the reception afforded
Apple’s latest iPhone, launched after
London closed, traders were offered

little incentive to buy shares by
the FederalReserve, which
laid out tougher funding
rules for American banks.
Under water all day, the
FTSE100 eventually settled
off 5.77 points at 6,829.00.
Oil fell four a fourth day.

Supplies are plentiful and
consumption less voracious than
expected. With a barrel of Brent
crude back below $100, Royal Dutch
Shell’s B shares lost 36p to £25.04½.
There was interest in shop shares

after largely decent August sales
figures from the British Retail
Consortium, a trade body. Clothing
and footwear sold well and Marks &
Spencer added 5¾p to 433¾p. The fall
in food sales had been well trailed
and WmMorrison advanced 5¼p to
175¼p after Citi said “buy”.
Those professional speculators not

eviscerated by Evotec’s profit warning
on Monday looked elsewhere, to the
Nasdaq-quoted SodaStream
International and TalismanEnergy,

quoted in Toronto. No one seemed to
know why they should buy shares in
the producer of home fizzy drink
makers or the oil and gas company,
only that they “had to have some”.
Something of a rarity this year: a

flotation trading above water. After
delivering muscular maiden results as
a public company, SafeCharge rose
by 9p to 225½p, a record. That left the
online payments business — backed
by Teddy Sagi, the Israeli billionaire,
founder of Playtech and owner of
Camden Market — nearly 40 per cent
north of its 162p float price in April,
when Shore Capital helped it to raise
$125million.
InterQuest also posted decent

results for the first half of the year,
lifting shares in the internet
recruitment specialist by 2p to 120p.
Not quite a record, but not far off and
perhaps nudging a level where Gary
Ashworth, the chairman, might
consider selling his 36.5 per cent
stake, should an approach to buy the
company be made.

follow us
on twitter
for updates
@timesbusiness

Kapow! Judge bashes Gotham
technology

One of London’s
most
controversial

companies has won a
pyrrhic victory
against one of its most
vocal critics. Quindell
said that a High Court
judge had ruled in its
favour in a libel and
defamation claim
against Gotham City
Research.
Rob Terry’s

technology contractor
called in the lawyers
in April after Gotham
had published a
scathing note
questioning its profits
and business model.
The now infamous

“country club built on
sand” jibe precipitated
a £1billion collapse in

Quindell’s market
value in a single day
that month, a 40 per
cent drop from 585p
from which it has not
recovered. Quindell,
up 2¼p at 167¼p
yesterday, made a
claim in the High
Court, which gave it

permission to serve
papers on Gotham in
Delaware demanding
that it come to Britain
to face a hearing.
Unsurprisingly, the

American financial
analyst, which makes
no secret about
profiting when shares
fall in companies
about which it writes,
was a no-show, hence
yesterday’s largely
technical ruling.
Still, the courts will

consider a potential
award of damages at
the end of November.
Until then, whether
Quindell will ever
collect a penny, let
alone the millions in
lost value, is a subject
for debate.

Rob Terry, Quindell’s
chairman, could
celebrate yesterday

Wall Street report
A sell-off in bond markets overseas
had a notable effect on Wall Street,
with investors, already fretting
about an interest rate rise, taking
fright. The Dow Jones industrial
average closed 97.55 points down at
17,013.87.

European money
deposits %

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Dollar rates
Australia 1.0868-1.0871
Canada 1.1011-1.1014
Denmark 5.7628-5.7643
Euro 0.7742-0.7743
Hong Kong 7.7501-7.7510
Japan 106.42-106.44
Malaysia 3.1984-3.1999
Norway 6.3515-6.3535
Singapore 1.2627-1.2632
Sweden 7.1107-7.1144
Switzerland 0.9340-0.9343

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 13.511-13.522
Australia dollar 1.7479-1.7484
Bahrain dinar 0.6026-0.6101
Brazil real 3.6598-3.6759
Euro 1.2451-1.2454
Hong Kong dollar 12.464-12.465
India rupee 97.366-97.565
Indonesia rupiah 18838-18876
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4597-0.4622
Malaysia ringgit 5.0199-5.2191
New Zealand dollar 1.9519-1.9530
Singapore dollar 2.0302-2.0317
S Africa rand 17.564-17.579
U A E dirham 5.9039-5.9101

Money rates %
Base Rates Clearing Banks 0.5 Finance House 1.0 ECB Refi 0.05 US Fed Fund 0-0.25
Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.5
Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.43; 3 mth 0.43. Sell: 1 mth 0.36; 3 mth 0.34

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth

Interbank Rates 0.5013 0.5235 0.5616 0.7041 1.0490

Clearer CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.78-0.63 1.10-0.95

Depo CDs 0.58-0.43 0.60-0.45 0.65-0.50 0.78-0.63 1.10-0.95

Eurodollar Deps 0.18-0.28 0.23-0.33 0.11-0.23 0.20-0.33 0.51-0.66

Eurodollar CDs 0.14-0.07 0.18-0.10 0.22-0.14 0.36-0.21 0.52-0.36

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month
Copenhagen 9.2644-9.3266 9.2684-9.2708 49ds 150ds
Euro 1.2530-1.2447 1.2453-1.2451 4pr 13pr
Montreal 1.7660-1.7760 1.7710-1.7712 9pr 24pr
New York 1.6064-1.6154 1.6080-1.6084 4ds 13ds
Oslo 10.188-10.235 10.214-10.219 86pr 249pr
Stockholm 11.290-11.484 11.437-11.442 21ds 72ds
Tokyo 170.59-171.50 171.11-171.18 12ds 29ds
Zurich 1.5019-1.5109 1.5026-1.5027 8ds 27ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.890 1.650
Canada $ 1.920 1.670
Denmark Kr 9.990 8.760
Egypt 12.750 10.140
Euro ¤ 1.360 1.190
Hong Kong $ 13.470 11.840
Hungary 431.320 354.860
Indonesia 21825.900 17409.500
Israel Shk 6.390 5.460
Japan Yen 184.250 159.570
New Zealand $ 2.180 1.840
Norway Kr 11.080 9.580
Poland 5.760 4.720
Russia 64.750 53.920
S Africa Rd 19.310 16.350
Sweden Kr 12.240 10.880
Switzerland Fr 1.660 1.430
Turkey Lira 3.890 3.110
USA $ 1.760 1.550

Rates for banknotes and traveller's cheques as
traded by Royal Bank of Scotland plc yesterday

AHDB meat services
Average fatstock prices at representative
markets
(p/kg lw) Pig Lamb Cattle
GB 121.76 151.76 181.44
(+/-) -23.76 -6.16 +0.74

Eng/Wales 121.76 152.05 178.85
(+/-) -23.76 -6.16 -0.10

Scotland unq 150.75 205.36
(+/-) -6.10 +10.33

London Metal Exchange
(Official)

Cash 3mth 15mth

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
6936.5-6937.0 6929.0-6930.0 7310.0-7320.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2157.0-2158.0 2173.0-2174.0 1980.0-1985.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2338.0-2338.5 2349.0-2349.5 1943.0-1948.0

Tin ($/tonne)
21080.0-21100.0 21125.0-21130.0 21235.0-21285.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2044.5-2045.0 2075.5-2076.0 2280.0-2285.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
19355.0-19360.0 19475.0-19500.0 18770.0-18870.0

Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth

Dollar

0.10 0.15 0.23 0.48

Sterling

0.50 0.56 0.69 1.02

Euro

-0.15 -0.05 0.06 0.23

Bullion: Open $1256.40

Close $1249.80-1250.26 High $1258.04

Low $1247.98

AM $1256.00 PM $1255.75

Krugerrand $1236.00-1312.00 (£768.47-815.72)

Platinum $1390.00 (£864.21)

Silver $18.98 (£11.80)

Palladium $868.00 (£539.67)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication
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‘I was riskingThe Kate
conspiracy
theorists
get a No
from me

R
ight, sorry to break this
to you but Kate hasn’t
got morning sickness.
No. Any reports that
imply that the Duchess
of Cambridge is
jack-knifed over a
silver-plated bucket are

false. In fact she’s merrily stuffing her
face with Twix bars while falling about
laughing at the royal reporters’
“concerned” faces on the TV news.
The sickness thing, you see, was a lie

cooked up by the establishment so it
could announce the pregnancy early
and stick it up the Yes campaign. “We
have seen the poll but — haha — we
raise you one royal embryo.” Genius.
This at least is according to one

conspiracy theory. If it doesn’t tickle
your fancy, how about this: Kate and
William conceived to order, to produce
a sprog just as next year’s election
campaign reaches a climax. They did it
for Dave. Or, if you prefer, for MI5.
For, yes, it turns out that a quarter of
Scots believe that British spies are
working to ensure a No vote, half of
them think the government is hiding
North Sea oil reserves and 19 per cent
reckon the ballot will be rigged.
Who knows? It could all be true. The

royal couple may indeed have been
visited by British spies and told to do
their bit to save the Union, though it
does seem quite a lot of pressure to put
on something currently the size of a
borlotti bean. I must say, if one unborn
baby whom you’ll never meet could

change your vote on something so
important it’s slightly alarming.
Unlikely to work, though: William and
Kate got married in 2011; a week later,
the SNP secured an unprecedented
majority at the Scottish Parliament
general election.
Whatever you think about royal

events they do tend to spawn the most
entertaining cock-and-bull stories.
Remember when Prince George was
still in utero and the headlines trilled
“It’s a girl!”? This was based on Kate
saying, when handed a cuddly toy by a
well-wisher: “Thank you, I will take
that for my d . . .” To any dog owner it
was obvious that she meant to say
“dog”. My favourite was the psychic
who claimed to be speaking to the
spirit of Diana, and was so sure that
Kate would have a girl on July 1
(Diana’s birthday) that she put £50 on
a 500-1 accumulator. And let’s not
forget the “expert” prediction that the
morning sickness last time suggested
that Kate was expecting twins.
People love supposition and

conspiracy theories and they have
always dogged the royals: “Wallis
Simpson was a man”; “the Queen
Mother was illegitimate”; “Princess
Margaret had a love child”. The fourth
most widely believed conspiracy
theory is that Diana and Dodi were
murdered (this comes after “Area 51
exists to investigate aliens” and “the
Apollo landing was a hoax”).
Psychologists say that, because we’re
basically powerless ants, conspiracy
theories give people a sense of control
in a random universe. When it comes
to the royals, perhaps they also feed
the human need for gossip and
subversion. Or to show that we don’t
trust the establishment.
You won’t find me indulging in such

poppycock. Still, don’t you find it a bit
fishy that, with immigration a hot issue
in the approach to the election, a 126-
year-old mystery is suddenly “solved”
— and Jack the Ripper turns out to be
a Polish immigrant? Just saying.

A funny
scam? Oh
yes it was
Thousands of people,
including me, received
a scam email from East
European hackers this
week fiendishly
disguised as tickets for
Peter Pan at the
Bournemouth Pavilion.
I knew it was a trick
because a) I would
never buy tickets for
a panto, and b) if I
did it wouldn’t be in
Bournemouth, four
hours’ drive away.
Odd choice of venue

given that potential
victims were chosen
from as far afield as
Scotland. Still, it did
provide one laugh.
Furious people,

thinking they were
being charged for
something they hadn’t
ordered, bombarded
the blameless box office
with calls. One man, a
publicist at Virgin
Trains, said he had
been unable to contact
anyone and couldn’t get
through because the
line was inundated.
How frustrating! A

Virgin employee irked
at being unable to get
through? Perhaps the
universe does do irony
after all.

101 uses
for dead
chest hair

Men: are you working
your chest hair or does
it just sit there like a
dead cat?
Then what you need

is manscaping, ie,
having your “chubes”
shaved into an iconic
shape such as that of
the Sydney Opera
House or New York
skyline. What are you
waiting for? A poll
suggests that turning

chest hair into body
art is on-trend and that
62 per cent of men aged
25 to 45 now try it.
No, I don’t believe a

word of it either. Why
would males enter a
world that women have
already shown is
expensive, time-
consuming and a total
arseache — ie, pubic
topiary pruning?
Only yesterday a

study showed that
shaving your bikini
line can cause
complications such as
infections, burns,
itching, rashes and
ingrown hairs. You’d be
insane to sign up for
that. Unless, of course,
you shave it into the
shape of a dead cat,
then at least upkeep
will be kept to a
minimum.

Carol
Midgley

Actor Max Irons
was wild at school,
but was he posh
enough to be in
the Bullingdon
Club, asks
Helen Rumbelow

I
f Labour wants to win the next
election it should forbid party
political broadcasts by Ed
Miliband and instead run the
trailer for The Riot Club. There
in lurid glory is a gang of toffs
based on the era when our
prime minister, chancellor of

the exchequer and the mayor of
London were in the Bullingdon Club.
In case you didn’t know — and the
Conservatives would be very pleased
if you didn’t — this is an exclusive
drinking society at Oxford University,
open only to the poshest of the
posh, whose meetings are drunken,
vandalising riots.
Of course, when played by Britain

most beautiful young actors, they
look rather different to David
Cameron, George Osborne and
Boris Johnson trussed up in
“Buller Club” tails in those
infamous photos. But as the
screen fills with the words
“FILTHY”, “RICH”, “SPOILT”
and “ROTTEN”, another
champagne bottle is sliced with a
sword, another decent pub landlord
smashed in the head with the giggle
word “whoops” and another smug
Etonian shouts, “I am sick to death
of poor people”, it’s clear that for
David, George and Boris this is a
horror movie.
The script was dubbed “Brideshead

meets Lord of the Flies”, so it is with
some casting poetry that the film’s lead
actor is Max Irons, son of Jeremy
Irons, who played a similar role in the
classic ITV Brideshead Revisited series.
Although, as I will later find out, Max
Irons will droop his languid eyes when
suffering comparison with his dad. As
soon as we sit down to tea I ask if the
politics of The Riot Club are overt and
Irons surges with anger: his wrist is
painfully broken from a beating he got
on a London street but he thumps
plaster against the table anyway.
“You look at the riots in London:

those kids were teenagers, causing
trouble, but many of them
subconsciously reacting to their
personal circumstances, which in
some parts of London were dire to say
the least. Their prospects were ruined
— given three years [in prison] to set
an example. You think, hang on:
although the people in power won’t
talk about it, you were doing the same
thing at a more discerning age, and
with every privilege afforded to you.
“The club is for people who want

to trash stuff mindlessly because
they can. Just last year someone
in it said they were burning £50
notes in front of homeless people.
And the politicians turn around and

REX FEATURES
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Britain’s
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have the audacity to call the rioters
mindless scum. That’s too much
hypocrisy for me to take.”
Well, I say, aren’t politicians entitled

to learn from their mistakes? On the
Bullingdon Club, Cameron will go
only so far as to say that he is “deeply
embarrassed” about it. “Yup, they
go, ‘Hey ho, it was another time in
our lives’. Well, absolutely not. Those
kids in London don’t get that excuse.
A prison term will follow them
around for ever. I have nothing
against wealthy people drinking
themselves stupid. But being involved
in a club that has those kinds of values
— at the expense of the poor — if
our prime minister, mayor, chancellor
were involved in that, I want to know
more if these people are now running
the country.”
Cameron aside, the film, like Posh,

the play it is based on, is about class
and entitlement in our increasingly
stratified society. When Brideshead
Revisited was first aired in 1981, Jeremy
Irons played Charles, the everyman
figure seduced by extreme wealth at
Oxford. Sebastian Flyte is even shown
in Bullingdon Club regalia, vomiting
into Charles’s bedroom window. Yet
that Brideshead production, at the
beginning of Thatcher’s power, set off
no revolution, only a fashion for
cricket jumpers. Three decades on,
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my education, breaking rules’

class and apparently started crying.
She realised at that point I could
barely read.”

Irons was sent off to a private
specialist dyslexia school and
remained in the private system.
The reading performance that made
him cry is now his full-time job, but
he still has to cover his dyslexia.
“I learn everything before I audition.
If they say to me, ‘Can you just read
this scene?’ I say: ‘Give me 15 minutes.’
I’ll go and have a cigarette, read it
through loads of times. I can’t busk
it. I’d make mistakes.”

Does he ever worry what would
have happened to him if he’d stayed
in his first school? “I guess . . .” He
looks discomfited again. “It was a great
school, but the teachers couldn’t give
one-to-one.” Cusack was determined
that he shouldn’t feel entitled, despite
then going to Bryanston, a boarding
school. But it was the charm he
acquired to mask his dyslexia that
became part of his undoing.

“My mother was quite tough. I got
suspended a lot at boarding school.
Smoking and drinking and having girls
in my bedroom. Stuff that you should
be doing at that age. On my second
suspension, she sent me to Zimbabwe
for five weeks. To teach me something.
So I had to teach at a school —
English, football and woodwork. I was
terrified. I was risking my education
by breaking the rules, so she wanted
me to know how lucky I was. She was
insistent I didn’t forget that.”

Did it work? “To a point.” He
smiles a nostalgic smile. “To a point.”
After more girls, fags, booze and girls,
the school’s patience ran out when he
was 18 and was caught having sex
again. “My parents weren’t best
pleased, but I didn’t really do anything
wrong. I wasn’t bullying anyone,
wasn’t stealing.”

At that point they cut him off
financially, although they allowed
him to live at home in their mews
house in west London. He still stays
there when he is over here from New
York, where he moved to live with his
girlfriend. “I worked in a pub. If you’re
not supported financially, you’re
incentivised. I have a lot of friends
who were supported financially and

they don’t work at all. My
parents didn’t kick me out
— that would have been
really difficult — but they
encouraged me to get
out there.”

Did he deliberately
choose a girlfriend outside
of acting? “You fall in love
with who you fall in love
with and make it work. My
girlfriend works in fashion,
so it’s interesting to talk to
each other about what you
do. If you’re both actors, it’s
quite easy to get wrapped
in yourself and defensive
about your career. My
parents make it work, but
it’s difficult. I didn’t really like
the dynamic it created.”

As a child he wasn’t exposed
to acting: “They never brought
me to set, nor to parties; didn’t
go to them themselves.” Now
he finds himself making peace
with his father’s reputation.

“It is difficult, I’m not going to lie.
There is always a part of you that
wants to please your parents,
especially your father if you’re a guy.
Everything I’ve ever hoped to achieve,
they’ve already achieved. I can never
amaze them. That sort of sucks. But
hopefully if you know that and can find
a way to take pleasure in achievements
for yourself, that’s a good thing no
matter what you do for a living.

“I just know being competitive and
hyper-ambitious definitely doesn’t
make me happy. It’s 90 per cent based
on pure fear — fear to be involved in
that race. I don’t go to the parties; the
awards shows I hate because it scares
me. I pretend that it’s something else
but the truth is it’s just fear. I want to
do the work, not that.”

As an actor, I say, can’t you just act
your way out of it? I already suspect
his charm is inseparable from his
acting. “It’s being yourself. The truth
of you is on display. The script’s
usually quite well written. If I say
those words, I’m OK; small talk
I start mumbling or sweating or
being super-awkward.”

There’s not a bead of sweat on him,
but still, this is likeable, far gentler
than the image of his father. Irons,
father and son, have been asked many
times to act or present together. Max
won’t do it. “I’m very proud of my dad.
I love him a lot. But in every article
that’s written about me, I’m Jeremy
Irons’s son. I’ve learnt to accept this,
but I don’t want to draw any more
attention to it. Maybe we could do
stage, one day.”

Before he goes I have to hear about
the broken wrist. Of course, it’s
complicated. Irons saw a teenage
shoplifter run from his parents’ local
London corner shop. Despite never
responding like this before and, he
admits, probably to impress his
girlfriend, he wrestled him to the
ground. But once down, the shop
owners, “adrenalised”, mistook Irons
for an accomplice, beating him and the
thief hard with broomsticks. No one
came out well. There’s a moral in there
somewhere, I say. “There is: I’ve never
done anything heroic before, I did it
once and broke my wrist.”
The Riot Club is released on Sept 19

I love my
dad a lot.
But in
every
article
about me,
I’m Jeremy
Irons’s son

Irons himself is hard to place: it has
been disconcerting up to this point to
have his left-wing views (“I’ve never
voted Conservative, put it that way”)
so strongly expressed in such soft
RP. In fact, he is one of those man-
boys whose appeal is their softness:
he’s smoker-pale and thin (“There
was a time about two years ago when
I was very muscular, I got auditions
for parts I didn’t like, so I got rid of
that”) and, owing to a mix-up that
is no fault of his own, couldn’t make
our first interview time so takes an
hour’s worth of buses and Tubes
on a Saturday to meet me near my
home. So, is he posh?

“Me? Um . . . I went to a boarding
school. I guess that gives me a few
points in the posh department. It
wasn’t a very posh boarding school;
quite liberal. I got kicked out of it,” he
trails off, discomfited. “F***, it’s a
funny question isn’t it? Because you
instantly feel the need to defend
yourself. I’d say I feel a little bit
posh but not that posh. Am I posh
enough to get into the Bullingdon
Club in real life? No f***ing way,
you’d have to be a Rothschild or God
knows who else. God, talking about
poshness is depressing.”

As the son of left-wing acting
royalty — his mother is the actress
and noted Labour donor Sinéad
Cusack — Irons went to a state
primary school in Oxfordshire. That
ended when Cusack, who was a
reading volunteer, happened upon
her son’s reading lesson when he
was eight. “I stood up, tried to read
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they don’t work at all. My
parents didn’t kick me out
— that would have been
really difficult — but they
encouraged me to get 
out there.” 

choose a girlfriend outside
of acting? “You fall in love
with who you fall in love
with and make it work. My
girlfriend works in fashion,
so it’s interesting to talk to
each other about what you
do. If you’re both actors, it’s
quite easy to get wrapped 
in yourself and defensive
about your career. My 
parents make it work, but 
it’s difficult. I didn’t really like
the dynamic it created.”

to acting: “They never brought
me to set, nor to parties; didn’t
go to them themselves.” Now
he finds himself making peace
with his father’s reputation.

Max Irons plays Miles, the same
everyman, seduced by wealth at
Oxford, but this film, midway through
another Tory-led government, is
angrier and more socialist.

Has Irons talked about the
Brideshead comparison with his dad?
“Not at all. I wonder how old he was
when he did Brideshead — a similar
age I would say [Jeremy was 33, Max
is 28]. I haven’t made the connection.
I don’t tend to make comparisons with
my father, with his career or him and
me as people, so maybe I avoided
all that subconsciously.”

In the film, Miles’s working class
love interest asks him: “Are you posh?”

The Riot Club starring
Max Irons, left, is based
on the Bullingdon Club,
above right, to which
David Cameron and
Boris Johnson
belonged. Below left:
Irons with his father,
the actor Jeremy Irons

a paragraph in front of the
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The truth
about women
and alcohol

The
post-kids’
bedtime
glass of
wine
turned into
waymore
than that

Read this
before you
drink
By Peta Bee

Waistline
Weight gain is one of the most instant
effects of regular alcohol consumption
and it’s not difficult to see why. A
large glass of wine (250ml) can add
228 calories to your meal. Drink 2-3
units a day and you could consume
6,000 calories a month. Over a year
that equates to a stone and a half of
added bulk.

Heart
Evidence that red wine has protective
properties “is very thin” according to
Katherine Brown, of the Institute of
Alcohol Studies. “It seems to be
narrowed down to two groups: middle
aged men and post-menopausal
women, and only when they consume
less than one unit a week.” In a study
published in the British Medical
Journal, Juan Casas, professor of
epidemiology at the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,
reported that one alcoholic drink a
day could be enough to increase the
risk of heart disease. “There was this
issue about whether low to moderate
consumption was good for your heart,”
Casas says. “This study shows that this
is simply not the case.”

Breasts
Cancer Research UK says in the UK
about 3,100 cases of breast cancer each
year are directly linked to alcohol.
Regular drinking can increase levels
of oestrogen and other hormones
associated with breast cancer.
Drinking can also increase cancer risk
by damaging DNA in cells. Compared
with those who don’t drink at all,
women who have three alcoholic
drinks a week were found by Harvard-
affiliated researchers to have a 15 per
cent higher risk of breast cancer.
It’s estimated that the risk of breast
cancer goes up another 10 per cent for
each additional drink women regularly
have each day.

Skin
Alcohol dehydrates the body and skin.
This happens every time you drink,
says Brown, “and even a young
woman’s complexion can become
drawn as the skin loses elasticity
through dehydration.” Over time,
drinking heavily can have permanent
effects. “Dilated capillaries, caused by
blood rushing to the surface of the
skin, is a common side-effect of heavy
drinking,” says Brown.

Stress levels
Stressed professional women are now
the biggest consumers of alcohol, says
Brown. A survey found that 81 per
cent of women who admitted they
drank above the safety guidelines
every week said they did so “to wind
down”. Research by Dr Jonathan Ling,
at the University of Sunderland, also
concluded that “the people who drink
most regularly are not young people
but those who live in households
where someone has a managerial or
professional job”.
Drinking doesn’t relieve stress levels,

though: it can make them worse.
Emma Childs, at the University of
Chicago, found that alcohol decreases
the hormonal response to stress but
extends the negative experience of the
stressful event. Stress also decreased
the pleasant effects of the alcohol.

Decision-making
“Women break down alcohol less
efficiently than men and accumulate
higher concentrations of it in the
blood from drinking the same amount
as men,” Brown says. “This is because
they have smaller livers and more
body fat.” Even after a couple of

drinks, the ability to make decisions
and react quickly is impaired. It takes
the liver an hour to break down each
unit of alcohol.

Sleep loss
A study at the University of Michigan
looked specifically at gender
differences in the effects of a night on
the tiles and found that women who
drank to the point of intoxication
between 8.30pm and 10pm had fewer
hours of sleep, woke more frequently
and for longer in the night and had
more disruptions in sleep than men.

Hair and nails
Too much alcohol attacks the liver, so
it impairs its ability to store the fat-
soluble vitamins A, D, E and K and to
metabolise protein. It also blocks the
absorption of folate, the B vitamin that
is essential for cell function and DNA-
building. Brittle, pale and peeling nails
are often the first sign that you are
drinking too much. They require a
steady supply of nutrients to grow
healthily but since they are not a vital
organ the body does not make them a
priority when its vitamins and mineral
levels are low.

Arrests of female drink-drivers have
almost doubled. It’s symptomatic of
a huge problem, says Lucy Cavendish

I
know why women drink. I know
exactly what it is that makes
middle-class, middle-aged
women drink, because I am
one. Or I mean I was one. Until
a few years ago I was one of
those women who puts the kids
to bed and opens up a bottle of

wine. Or I popped in to see a friend
and opened a bottle of wine.
In the past 15 years the number of

female drink-drivers has almost
doubled, according to a survey by
the AA. Women do drink and for the
same reason I did. Boredom. Not just
boredom but the things that go with it:
loneliness, loss of self, hazy sense of
self-belief, crashing self-esteem and
living a life where there seems to be
nothing much else to do. Drink blots
everything out (temporarily). It makes
you feel sociable. Sometimes it makes
you sad and then, when no one is
looking, you cry.
I am not talking alcoholism here. I

am not focusing on women who keep
vodka in their knicker drawer.
I am referring to bog-standard

women with kids. We see them every
day — the school-run mothers, the
ones in the shopping queue at the
supermarket, the ones absent-
mindedly pushing the buggy through

the door of the coffee shop. These are
the 40 to 44-year-olds who are
drinking more than anyone guesses.
Behind all those nice front doors

and in those restaurants and bijou
little places where mothers’ meetings
take place are women who drink.
They go out at lunchtime and have a
glass or so with friends. They go home
and open a bottle of wine when the
kids have gone to bed. They open
another bottle when their husband
comes home. Then maybe another,
and on it goes. Relationships are built
around alcohol.
Some of mine in the past certainly

have been. My former partner and I
drank enough to sink an entire
European country over the years.
There we would be, long hard day at
work over and four small children in
bed and once the sun was over the
yardarm we couldn’t wait to open the
bottle. Drinking was fun and also
bonding. We talked, we got close, we
laughed. There was a lot to like.
But for me, it all got too much. I

realised I was drinking far more than
I should have been. I wasn’t really in
control of it any more. What had
started out as a post-kids’ bedtime
glass of wine has turned in to way
more than that. I began to not

function well. I never had any desire
to drink during the day — a saving
grace I now think — but my evening
habit was very well established. So
I stopped.
But many women do not stop. They

are stuck in that whirling vortex of
unhappiness, loneliness and boredom;
maybe their partner is working long
hours. The ritual of the night-time
drink alleviates the pain that no one
wants to think about. Anyone who is
looking after small children knows
how mind-numbing it can be. Alcohol
alleviates this. It is a demarcation
between child time and adult time.
Many women I know who were
former high-fliers find the lack
of stimulation so frustrating that
a quick nip seems an easy and
non-threatening way out.
For some, that lunchtime wine is a

very bonding experience, a good
chuckle, then they drive to school
(not over the limit) to pick up the
kids. If you saw these women you’d
never know.
I have seen gaggles of middle-aged,

middle-class women on a girls’ night
out. It is prearranged, couched in the
terms of “let’s get away and have some
fun”. The fun means drinking yourself
legless in the disguise of “having a
good time”.
These women get so drunk they

lose door keys, mobile phones, items
of clothing. They chat up anything
in trousers. They fall over and hurt
themselves and don’t even notice.
Some end up in A&E. I have seen it
in my local town on a Saturday night
— usually the meek and mild mothers
are the worst, throwing off inhibitions
with every Jägermeister bomb.
Forget the photographs of young

women slumped against walls that
often grace the front of newspapers —
middle-aged women can outdo them
any weekend if you look in the right
places. It’s an endemic thing in our
culture. I have an American female
friend who was appalled at the
amount that English women quaff —
including me, I might add. A French
friend of mine also found it hard to
understand: “In France we just don’t
go out to ‘get drunk’.”
And, of course, the more you drink,

the more you want. Drink is a
depressant. If I drink more than two
glasses I feel very low the next day. I
get lower and lower in my spirit and
soul, and I know why.
There is no point in castigating

women for drinking — sometimes it
seems the only thing that lifts your
spirits (excuse the pun). It is, however,
a slippery slope. I know many
relationships that are bonded by the
common pastime of drinking. It is
what joins people together. I also
know how long and dark those
evenings can be, stretching ahead with
not much to look forward to. This is
why many women drink, and
statistically it is getting worse. I don’t
wish to sound holier-than-thou. It’s
not that I don’t drink any more. I just
drink a whole lot less. All I know is: I
feel a whole lot better for it.

ALAMY
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New York Fashion Week
What to wear next spring
Victoria Beckham nailed elongated skirts, beige went stone and ‘flatform’ sandals hit the heights
in the Big Apple. They will be coming soon to a high street near you, says Carolyn Asome

fashion

The even longer skirt
Apart from Versus, which was
poetically fixated on women’s thighs
and buttocks (see overleaf), hemlines
on day dresses and skirts at the
New York shows looked positively
Victorian. Some designers hovered
halfway between the knees and mid-
calf, with varying degrees of success,
so it took a decisive Brit to champion
skirts that fell way below the shin.
Beckham pulled off the remarkable
feat of showing you how to wear an
elongated, slimmish silhouettewith flat
shoes (pointed ones help) and still look
elegant. Tricky for shorties, but easier
to navigate than the midiskirt. W

Gingham
With houndstooth all the rage this
winter, thanks to Hedi Slimane, it’s
little wonder that gingham — a sort of
summer version of the lumberjacket
check — is going to be a hit next year.
At DVF there were womanly bosoms
heaving in Bardot-esque gingham,
while Altuzarra cut his gingham skirt
suits into a plainer Amish style. Why
does it keep on coming back? Because
checks are classic and timeless, some
would argue, yet bold, subversive and
always a bit “cool”. Just beware the
flimsy cotton summer dress, which
will have the unfortunate habit of
resembling your children’s uniform.

The flatform
It was only a matter of time before
someone combined the comfort of
flats with the positive psychological
uplift of a bit of added height. “Pah!”
said New York designers in unison.
“What Birkenstock can do to the
shoe-scape, we can do better.”
Flatforms ruled the New York
catwalks, appearing in many guises,
from sleek, minimal-looking,
rubber-moulded versions at Coach to
sportier, beachy styles at DKNY and
strappy wooden or jewel-encrusted
ones at Rag & Bone and Thakoon. Be
warned, spindly high heels — your
days are numbered.

Thakoon Diane von
Furstenberg

Victoria Beckham

Altuzarra

Vertical stripes
Put away your Breton
tops, because vertical
stripes are a-happening
next year. Forget all
you’ve read about them
making you look wider:
vertical can work if you
mix stripes of varying
thickness. Altuzarra
mastered this on pencil
skirts, while Victoria
Beckham showed them
swirled over long,
jersey-knit dresses.
They weren’t confined
to monochrome. Bold
clashing stripes were
popular; so too were the
candy-coloured ones at
Suno. Rejoice: you will
look “everyday normal”,
but console yourself
that, in fashion speak,
you will still be
“working a look”.

CATWALKING.COM
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Stone
New York isn’t a fashion capital that
embraces rubber sequins. Clothes the
colour of Starbucks coffee have always
gone down a storm and 2015 is no
different. Except that beige shall be
known as stone. Because this most
bland of shades has had a makeover
— in jute at Victoria Beckham; thick,
industrial-looking twill cotton at Rag
& Bone, and swishy-tastic linen
everywhere else. In a twist of irony,
“stone” will mark out the dresser who
is not trying too hard.

Neoprene
Thick, padded neoprene isn’t an
obvious choice in the Big Apple, where
humidity levels soar into the high 90s.
Let it never be said, though, that New
Yorkers are not devoted to the cause.
How else to explain the number of
“spongy” ensembles in the past few
days? The most winning came from
DKNY, including oversized parkas,
scuba dresses and voluminous skirts in
bold-coloured graphic patterns, plus a
white Hepburnesque wedding dress,
cut low at the back.

The long jacket
The longer-length jackets seen on the
Lim catwalk made me realise how
we’ve become used to cropped jackets.
New proportions are always tricky to
get your head around. Should your
trousers be longer or cropped? What
sort of skirt? The resounding advice
from the New York catwalk was to go
for as long as you can on your bottom
half, for lean, column-like proportions.
And for your feet? Blocky, chunky
sandals and the “flatform” (soon to be
seen on every high street).

Socks
You know socks are going to be a thing
when even Anthony Vaccarello, the
latest designer to produce a cling ’n’
bling collection for Versus, Versace’s
diffusion label, sticks a pair of black
socks on half the stiletto-sandal-clad
models he sends down the catwalk.
Never mind that they were dressed
in the shortest miniskirts or thigh-
grazing, laser-cut dresses with safety
pins, recalling a youthful Liz Hurley.
Anyone affecting student cool in socks
and sandals will need to up their game.

out-takes from his
Belstaff campaign shot
by Peter Lindbergh).

One night only
Humberto Leon and
Carol Lim of Opening
Ceremony asked Spike
Jonze and Jonah Hill
to create a fashion
satire in which the new
season’s clothes
became theatrical
costumes in a play.
Elle Fanning starred
as an underage model

and it was declared
“pure fashion gold”.

Polo in the park
At the launch of Ralph
Lauren’s Polo line for
women in Central
Park on Monday night
we witnessed a giant
4D water-screen
projection of a Polo
catwalk that rose up
from the water. The
catwalk pyrotechnics
war has just begun.
Carolyn Asome

Brand it like Beckham
I’m reluctant to believe
David Beckham is
little more than a cab
driver, ferrying the
boys to football and
Harper to ballet
lessons. For there he
was next to Anna
Wintour at Victoria’s
show and popping up
at the launch of his
Off Road book (the

View
from the
Front
Row

Donna KaranDKNY

Versus 3.1 Phillip Lim
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Michelle Obama,
Scarlett and the
power of Preen
America’s first lady, Hollywood’s A list
and Julia Roberts’s kids love the label.
Carolyn Asome meets the duo behind it

I
t’s strange to think that only
seven years ago there were
fashion designers who refused to
dress Victoria Beckham. Possibly
it’s interview suicide to bring this
up. Except it’s too late. And now
the husband-and-wife founders
of Preen, one of the most

coveted labels showing in London this
weekend, are shifting uncomfortably
in their seats. An embarrassed-looking
Thea Bregazzi, with her mass of red
hair, assures me she doesn’t remember
saying it. “When was that? I mean, I
think she is fantastic: just look at
everything she has achieved, and with
those four kids as well.”
“Times were different I suppose. We

weren’t chasing celebrities back then,”
concurs Justin Thornton, rubbing his
chin and looking a little perplexed.
“She was a style icon, of course, but
perhaps not for our market.”
Today Beckham is an award-

winning designer in her own right, but
it’s no surprise she might have wanted
to wear Preen back then. Everyone
who loves fashion always has.
Thornton and Bregazzi, both 45, may
lack the star wattage of young turks
Christopher Kane or JW Anderson,
but for the past 14 years they have
belted out deconstructed trousers and
skirt ensembles that are sharp and yet
slightly off kilter, as well as dresses
that make you feel a gazillion dollars
and that have moved other designers
— Roland Mouret among them — to
say they wish they had come up with
them. No wonder their client list
includes Michelle Obama, Gwyneth
Paltrow, Beyoncé and Cate Blanchett.
“There is no shoutiness or ego to Thea
and Justin, they just make wonderful
clothes,” says Ruth Chapman, co-
founder of Matches Fashion.
We meet on a sunny day in August.

Thornton and Bregazzi and their team
are toiling away in their Ladbroke
Grove HQ, not far away from the
original Portobello Road shop they
opened in the mid-Nineties. Eighteen
years later this privately owned label
sells to 25 countries. Its clothes are
elegant yet glamorous, casual yet
entirely practical. Sportswear
influences rub alongside strict
tailoring with an edge of Victoriana
(the mere hint of a peplum silhouette
or rise of a discreet bustle).
I’m not the only one who has turned

to Preen for every momentous
occasion in my life — the dress I wore
to my engagement party, my brother’s
wedding, the first swish do I went to
after giving birth. Perhaps its clothes
are different because they are
produced by a couple who grew up at
opposite ends of the Isle of Man.
“They are the real deal, a partnership

— which by the way must also be
knackered from juggling the demands
of a young family — who produce
collections which always feel so fresh
and very inspired. I’m really in awe of
that,” says Kim Hersov, editor-at-large
of Porter magazine.
Do they ever disagree about things, I

ask Thornton and Bregazzi. “All the
time,” they chorus. “I don’t know how
designers who work on their own do it.
It’s like having a brutally honest
second opinion,”says Bregazzi.
“Perhaps because we are two, there
are always two opposing themes in a
collection,” offers Thornton. “It’s not a
struggle necessarily, but it ends up
being knitted together to create what
we want. We always try to keep some
femininity because most women want
to feel a bit feminine, but then there’s
also this tailored masculine look too.”
They are renowned for their clever

cutting — has their design silhouette
changed since the birth of two

Wearing Preen —
from left: Michelle
Obama, Scarlett
Johansson, Naomi
Watts, Jessica Chastain
and Claire Danes.
Below left: Mini
Preen.Below: the
label’s founders, Thea
Bregazzi and Justin
Thornton

daughters, Fauve, five,
and Blythe, two? “Not
really. We have always
thought of ways to make our
clothes flattering. You know, like
those problem areas: the top of your
arms, something which drapes over
the stomach. The difference is that
when we first started we would have
this 20-35 age group in our heads,
which is quite funny to think now.
Because it’s no longer about age — I
mean, 50-year-olds have fantastic
bodies. It’s more about the attitude.”
One of the label’s most famous

pieces was a bandage-style “power
dress” back in 2007, when no one was
doing body-con. “We knew the dress
could go either way,” concedes
Thornton. “It was the bad taste/good
taste thing and we had to be really
careful who wore it. Amy Winehouse
in that citrus yellow got it, so did
Gwyneth Paltrow at the Iron Man
premiere [in Rome]. Some of the

department stores were unsure, the
implication being that you could look
a bit tarty in one. But the fact they
were matte, not shiny . . . like
everything we do it’s a bit higgledy-
piggledy, with chopped folds and
nothing’s ever perfect or symmetrical.”
The buyers who took the risk sold out
of everything they had ordered.
The couple’s current collection

draws inspiration from Annie Hall,
Bregazzi’s favourite film, and Star Wars
(Thornton is a huge sci-fi fan). “We do
love a box print and we’ve stuck
pictures of Darth Vader on some of
the tops and dresses.” They’ve also
launched Mini Preen, a range of
kidswear, sunglasses, a shoe collection
— which they describe as “a bit scuba
meets lady” — for this autumn and an
interiors collection is mooted.
Thornton gets as much pleasure

spotting a woman at the next table
sporting Preen as celebrities; although
Michelle Obama is special. “I mean,
she’s a world leader’s wife. And it’s
incredible she supports British
designers. She has been really
instrumental in showing that ladies in
the public eye don’t have to play it so
safe and wear boring, conservative
clothing. They can be intelligent and
love fashion, colour, print.”
Julia Roberts has been spied in the

current Star Wars collection six times
in a row. “We were tickled to hear her
on Good Morning America saying that
her kids didn’t think she was cool
because there was no Lego figure of
her, plus she had never appeared in a
Stars Wars film. But when she sticks
on one of our Stars Wars pieces, her
cool factor in their eyes shoots right
up,” says Thornton with a laugh.
Preen is showing at London Fashion
Week this Sunday at 9am

fashion

we
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‘Historians don’t like novelists
encroaching on their territory’
Bernard Cornwell, the creator of Sharpe, talks to Will Pavia about his
first foray into nonfiction — a reassessment of Wellington at Waterloo

O
n the stage of a
packed theatre on
Cape Cod, a doctor
ministers to a
famous writer who
has injured his hip.
“I’ve been doing a
little writing

myself,” says the doctor, and as his
patient squirms he pulls out a
manuscript the size of several
telephone directories. “Would it be too

much trouble to ask you to glance
over it while you are here?”
The audience roars with laughter,

because the doctor in this production
of The Man Who Came to Dinner is
being played by Bernard Cornwell, a
local resident who also happens to be
one of the most successful and prolific
novelists of our time. He has written
50 rollicking adventure stories filled
with Arthurian knights or Saxon
warriors or riflemen tramping the

Sharpe fans who are clamouring for
more should know that Cornwell, 70,
recently appeared as Dr Watson in a
creditable production of a Sherlock
Holmes story and more than held his
own in the musical Man of La Mancha.
Lately he has been doing something

else too. After three decades spent
spinning beautiful lies, Cornwell is
experimenting with reality. He noticed
while writing Sharpe’s Waterloo that it
was hard, even for a novelist, to
improve on the days in June 1815 that
led to the Battle of Waterloo. Emperor
Napoleon Bonaparte escapes from
the Island of Elba, France rallies to
his standard, a Prussian and a

Digital exclusive:
read an extract
from Waterloo
tablet editions and
thetimes.co.uk/arts

battlefields of the Napoleonic Wars.
Last month the BBC announced that it
is turning The Last Kingdom into a
new drama series.
His most famous creation, a grumpy

rifleman named Richard Sharpe, has
now shot and shagged his way from
Mysore to the battle of Waterloo, but
production of these bestsellers has
slowed in recent years so that the
London-born Cornwell can
concentrate on amateur dramatics.
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lately, that Wellington was a bastard
and he was going to run away and the
Germans saved his arse,” he says. “I
mean, it’s just crap. And he didn’t
help it after the event by not
talking about it.”

In the years after Waterloo, the
duke rejected all requests for
information from historians. “He
detested authors,” says Cornwell. “If
you wanted to know about the battle
of Waterloo it helped to be 28
with tits, and beautiful, at
which point he would
probably tell you everything
you wanted to know.”
Unfortunately, far too few
historians possessed
these attributes.

Lady Frances
Wedderburn-Webster,
by contrast, who
apparently had them
in spades, received a
detailed letter from the
duke on the eve of
Waterloo and on the day
after the battle.

“Most of Wellington’s
biographers try to deny the
affairs with young ladies,”
says Cornwell. This is not
his approach. In the book,
he notes that Lady

16-year-old ensign recalled seeing the
head of a young bugler hit by a round
shot: his brains “splattered the whole
battalion . . . Charles Fraser, a fine
gentleman in speech and manner,
raised a laugh by drawling out, ‘How
disgusting’.” Advancing lines of
infantrymen climbed mounds of
corpses and ten days after the battle,
visitors saw the pyres still burning,
“fed solely by human fat”.

In the book, Cornwell quotes a letter
that Sir Thomas Picton, a courageous
and irascible Welsh general, had
written to Wellington a year before
Waterloo, begging to be sent home.
“When there is any service to be done
it works on my mind so that it is
impossible for me to sleep at nights,”
he had written. He was needed at
Waterloo, however. Before leaving, he
lay down in a freshly dug grave and
remarked: “I think this would do for
me.” Cornwell says Sir Thomas was

suffering from post-traumatic stress
syndrome. “It had to be,” he says.

“And I’m sure people aren’t
going to be very happy with

the paragraph I put in
about people who

deserted the battle.”
On the other hand,
“again and again
you get memoirs
from old soldiers
from that period

who say, ‘It was the
best time of my life’,”
he says. He recalls
hearing an academic
describing the British
army during
Napoleonic Wars as
“ ‘brutally led by
aristocratic officers
who are grinding
the men down’.
There is not a
single scrap of
evidence for this
in any of the
diaries and

mother, Dorothy, who
serving in the

men’s Royal Air Force.
did not try to find

either of them for decades, but when
he did Dorothy told him of the
moment that the Wigginses arrived at
her bedside. “She said: ‘I could tell they
weren’t cuddly’,” he says. ‘I said: ‘You
got that right.’ ”

They were also concerned that
Oughtred was French. Possibly for the
first time, in a life spent spinning
glorious tales of French defeats,
Cornwell wished he had been born a
Frenchman. “Sadly Dorothy said, no
no, he’s Canadian.”

Though he detested his adoptive
mother — “When I was seven she
said, ‘I wish we hadn’t adopted you,’
and I thought: ‘Well actually I wish
that too’ ” — he had a certain
sympathy for his father. He recalled
meeting Mr Wiggins years later, when
Cornwell was co-habiting with a
girlfriend and working for the BBC:
Wiggins seemed utterly confounded
by both of these lifestyle choices.

While serving as the BBC’s head
of current affairs in Northern
Ireland, as the boss of two young
whipper-snappers named Gavin Esler
and Jeremy Paxman, he recorded a
piece about American travel agents
visiting Ulster. When one of these
agents stepped from a lift into a hotel
lobby: “I said to Gavin, ‘I’m going to
marry that one’. She was already
married, I was living with somebody. It
took us 18 months but I got her. And
still have her, 35 years later.”

He moved with her to America,
where he lived initially as an illegal
immigrant and tried his hand at
writing a novel set during the
Napoleonic Wars. He tells an amusing
story of meeting a literary agent at a
party, a scene that sounds very like the
one in The Man Who Came to Dinner.
“I said: ‘Oh, I’ve just written a novel.’
‘F***’, he said and walked off.” After
several more rebuttals, the agent
eventually consented to take the
manuscript for the first Sharpe book.
“He said, ‘Dear boy, if you must’,” says
Cornwell. The rest is history.
Waterloo: The True Story of Four
Days, Three Armies and Three
Battles is published by William
Collins on Sept 11 at £25.
To order for £20 visit

thetimes.co.uk/bookshop or call The
Times Bookshop on 0845 2712134

“Instead I found this
piece of paper and I

copied it down.” His
father, William
Oughtred, had been a
member of the Royal
Canadian Air Force
and had conducted a

wartime affair with his

Austen novels. “Yeah,” he
replies. “They were
f***ing like rabbits.” No,
I say. I was talking
about the horror of
standing on open
ground, bombarded by
canon fire that heated
the air like an oven. A

British-Dutch Army race to meet his
forces in the fields south of Brussels
and for a few days European affairs
seemed to take on the drama and
suspense of a thriller. So Cornwell has
written a history book.

“I’m fully expecting the Waterloo
book to be attacked,” he says, although
hopefully they will not use the
artillery pieces Napoleon deployed
and referred to as his “beautiful
daughters”. Still, they might be unkind.
“Historians don’t like novelists
encroaching on their territory.”

It is a few hours before Cornwell is
due on stage and we are sitting in the
wooded back garden of his house on
the Cape. Readers who meet him are
sometimes disappointed that he does
not look more like Sean Bean, who
played Sharpe so memorably in the
ITV series Sharpe’s Rifles, though
Cornwell is quite striking. His hair is
brown and grey and straggly — he
grew it long for a recent production of
Twelfth Night — and his voice is as
rich and deep as a plum pudding.

He does not claim to have
conducted a great deal of original
research for Waterloo: The History of
Four Days, Three Armies and Three
Battles, but he does offer a staunch
defence of his hero, the Duke of
Wellington. “There’s this big thing
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mother, Dorothy, who
was serving in the

Women’s Royal Air Force.
Cornwell did not try to find 

either of them for decades, but when 

says. “Ins
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copie
father
Oughtred, had been a
member of the Royal
Canadian Air Force
and had conducted a

wartime affair with his

he

No,

There’s this big
thing lately, that
Wellington was a
bastard. It’s crap

Bernard Cornwell
and, below right,
his hero the Duke
of Wellington.
Below: Sean Bean
as Sharpe in
1993, with
Elizabeth Hurley

Frances, who was 22, married and
heavily pregnant, had also been seen
meeting the duke in a park in Brussels
and descending alone with her “into a
hollow where the trees completely
screened them”.

“I think the view is because she was
eight and a half months pregnant
nothing happened. But — hello! Still
lots you can do! Ha, ha!” he says. “The
night before the battle he takes time to
write to her and the morning after the
battle. It’s ‘Dear Lady Frances’. Now
come on. I mean, you know, that’s
pretty bloody obvious.”

I tell him that reading his account of
the ball, juxtaposed against the
dreadful carnage that followed, made
me feel very differently about the
officers who prance through Jane

letters,” he says. “There’s this affection
between the officers and the men.”

Cornwell tried to join the army
himself as a teenager, but was told that
his myopia would ensure that he could
only serve as a clerk. He had grown up
in Essex, one of five children adopted
by a wealthy couple named Joe and
Marjorie Wiggins, who were members
of the Peculiar People, a radical
Protestant sect. They banned most of
the comforts of modern life from their
home and Cornwell remembers Mr
Wiggins taking him to see a memorial
to two Protestant martyrs and saying:
“One day, son, I’ll be burned here too.”

He discovered the names of his real
parents at the age of ten, when Mr
Wiggins left his safe open. “I dived in,
obviously trying to steal money,” he
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Opera
The Little Green Swallow
Peacock Theatre, WC2
{{{((

C
ommissioned for a summer
festival in Tuscany and now
revived by British Youth
Opera, Jonathan Dove’s 1994
adaptation of Carlo Gozzi’s

fairytale has a sunny disposition that
belies the viciousness of a plot in which
two foundlings desert their foster
parents and turn into monsters of
vanity and greed. Glossy arpeggio
figures are cheerily syncopated and
dressed with cheeky allusions to
Janácek’s The Cunning Little Vixen.
There are dances, arias, duets, trios,
quartets, quintets and septets, all
coloured in bright, felt-tip hues. Should
you miss a line of the libretto, there
are usually several chances to hear it
again. Which is just as well when an
orchestra, here the Southbank Sinfonia
under Lionel Friend, refuses to play
below mezzo forte.
Stuart Barker’s lively production

enchants despite the balance problems
and the anaesthetic properties of the
arpeggios. While Simon Bejer’s
picture-book designs appeal to the
inner child, Barker draws out the
ambiguities in the comedy. From the
three singing apples (Hazel McBain,
Llio Evans, Katie Coventry) to the
two singing statues (Eirlys Myfanwy
Davies, Matt Buswell) he has a strong
cast. Ed Ballard’s jester-turned-
sausage-vendor Truffaldino displays
excellent comic timing, while Rozanna
Madylus is touching as Smeraldina,
the foster mother who loved her
foundlings so much that she went
without food to feed them. Emma Kerr
sings with impeccable diction and a
lustrous low mezzo as Ninetta. Joseph
Padfield mourns and lusts lugubriously
as Tartaglia, oblivious to the venality of
his mother (Elizabeth Karani) and her
advisor (Dominick Felix). The stars of
the show are soprano Filipa van Eck as
vain Barbarina and tenor Adam
Temple-Smith as her guileless twin
brother, Renzo.
Anna Picard
Box office: 0844 4124322, to Sat

Lenny Henry is just part of the blend of bawdy gags and music

A soul panto that’s
all over the shop
Is it a comedy, a drama or a party? This
Radio 4 spin-off with Lenny Henry is an
awkward mix of all three, says Alex Hardy

Theatre
Rudy’s Rare
Records
Birmingham Rep
{{(((

M
aking the leap from
Radio 4 comedy to live
stage production, Rudy’s
Rare Records feels like a
West Midlands version

of The Commitments, only cheesier.
On the radio, the humour hangs on

intergenerational conflict. Co-creator
Lenny Henry stars as aspirational
Adam, son of a Jamaican immigrant,
Rudy (Larrington Walker), a feckless
sort who owns the titular Birmingham

record shop. The script written by
Danny Robins tends towards the
straightforward and bawdy.
That premise is given a few more

dimensions on stage. The action is
soaked in live soul and reggae with
tunes including the Specials’ A
Message to You Rudy. There’s added
jeopardy as the bills build up in the
bin; as the spectres of gentrification
and demolition rumble outside.
Rudy’s began in 2008, a year before

the comic’s acting breakthrough in
Othello, and it’s to Henry’s credit that
he doesn’t overpower the production,
which remains resolutely an ensemble
piece. The trouble is that nothing
really overpowers the production,
which doesn’t quite know whether it’s
a party, a family drama or a comedy.
It is all three really, but in a rather
awkward and overpadded blend.
There are moments of real charge,

including a brilliantly choreographed
moment when Rudy’s long-suffering
squeeze Doreen (Lorna Gayle) sings
Dawn Penn’s You Don’t Love Me (No,
No, No), making it part stand-off with
Rudy, part courtship dance. It’s fun,
and a nice wink to Henry’s old comedy
character, as Adam belts out Desmond
Dekker’s Israelites. Weightier messages
about multiculturalism also hang in
the air as the older generations get
nostalgic about old-school racism. And
Libby Watson’s set fits the bill, showing
several shades of colourful clutter.
The script has some zingers too —

Henry’s Adam moans that in his
acting career he is typecast as a
mugger: “At least in 12 Years a Slave
you had a job for a while,” he moans.
However, for each sharp line there’s
another out of an old joke book. The
constant plot reminders also slow the
piece painfully: whenever the phone
rings it’s the developers, and we are
repeatedly told, in a warning against
online culture, that you “can’t
download atmosphere”. It means
the ending holds little surprise.
The sum total, then, is the feel of a

pantomime, albeit one with more soul
and sophistication. It would be a much
more winning formula if only the
production showed more faith that
its audience can keep up.
To Sept 20, then at the Hackney
Empire, London E8, Sept 24 to Oct 5

World Music
Carminho
Ronnie Scott’s, W1
{{{{(

F
ado in Frith Street? Why not?
Ronnie Scott’s often plays host
to the blues, so it is not a great
leap to welcome its
Portuguese equivalent, a genre

that came of age in intimate venues.
By the end of this absorbing evening,
the only question was when would the
young singer known as Carminho be
making a return visit.
True, in the first half hour a few

doubts lingered. Fado’s melancholic
poetry, its guttural cries and stark,
two-beat rhythms can conspire to
keep outsiders at bay. Whereas
Carminho’s older, better-known rivals,
Ana Moura and Mariza, occasionally
add English-language songs and
flashes of concert hall showmanship,
she stuck to a much more
traditionalist course at first, her guitar
trio calmly keeping pace with her.
It was when drummer Pedro

Segundo, a familiar face as a member
of the club’s house band (and a top-
flight classical timpanist too), joined
the line-up that the performance truly
took flight. His playing, powerful yet
discreet, added no end of colour.
Marcha de Alfama was buoyant and
joyous, and allowed us a glimpse of the
roots of frevo, the carnival music of
Brazil’s northeast. Bom Dia, Amor,
inspired by Portugal’s pre-eminent
poet, Fernando Pessoa, smuggled in an
understated reggae pulse.
Guitarists Luís Guerreiro, Diogo

Clemente and Marino de Freitas took
centre stage on the elegant
instrumental that opened the second
set. Carminho’s voice, meanwhile, was
majestic from start to finish. On the
very first number, Lágrimas do Céu,
she swooped down on to the word
chuva (rain) with so much intensity
that you almost felt the clouds open.
Alfama, taken a cappella, was richly
atmospheric, while she paid homage to
the Brazilian Vinicius de Moraes — a
poet, songwriter and diplomat —with
the haunting Saudades do Brasil.
Clive Davis

Theatre
The Flouers O’Edinburgh
Finborough Theatre, SW10
{((((

S
assenachs will need to
concentrate to catch every
word of Robert McLellan’s 1948
comedy: it’s written almost
entirely in Scots. It’s not the

dialect, though, that baffles — the plot
is infuriatingly garbled. It doesn’t help
that in Jennifer Bakst’s English
premiere production, part of the
Finborough’s Scotland Decides season,
its shenanigans seem so utterly
inconsequential —hugely disappointing
given the piece’s topicality.
The play is set in mid 18th-century

Edinburgh, among a gentry reeling
from the Acts of Union and the
Jacobite rising. Central to the story’s
ramblings is doughty Girzie
Carmichael, who has had her estate
confiscated as punishment for her
family’s support of Bonnie Prince
Charlie. She’s now reduced to living in
a tenement with her servant, Jock, and
stroppy, strong-minded niece, Kate.

She hopes to marry Kate off to
Charles Gilchrist. But Charles claims
to find Scottish language and life too
provincial, and is set on a political
career in Westminster, while Kate
embarks on a flirtation with an
English soldier.
Philip Lindley’s set is economically

atmospheric and the actors labour hard
to supply quirky dramatic colour. Kevin
McMonagle as Gilchrist’s weary, wily
father and Lewis Rae as the
permanently aflap Jock, the loyal
retainer with a flair for baking, deliver
beguiling turns. But Leigh Lothian as
Kate slouches about like a sulky
teenager. There’s no satirical bite here,
and startlingly scant passion in the
play’s defence of Scots culture. Finlay
Bain makes the most of Charles
Gilchrist’s pretensions, but with his
cringing devotion to English fashions,
the character is merely a faintly
amusing foppish booby, and when it’s
revealed that practically half of
Edinburgh is taking secret English
lessons, it’s a matter only for feeble
mirth. The play desperately needs fire in
its belly; here, there’s only cold porridge.
Sam Marlowe
Box office: 0844 8471652, to Sept 27

Prom 69
Cleveland
Orchestra/
Welser-Möst
{{{{(

Prom 70
SCO/Gernon
Albert Hall
{{{{(

F
or 40 years the Scottish
Chamber Orchestra have,
somehow, survived without a
tartan of their own. Now they
have one and the first person

to sport the fetching pattern is Peter
Maxwell “Max” Davies, who unveiled
his new SCO waistcoat at his 80th
birthday Prom on Monday. This was a
late-night concert, and while Max was
as genial and spry as ever it was a pity
that there were so few in the audience
to sing him happy birthday.
What you missed was a clever

triptych of Max’s works — and
appropriately, given the orchestra, a
very Scottish one. Ebb of Winter,
written last year just before the
composer was diagnosed with
leukemia, is a slow, anxious thaw —
the Orkney frost reluctantly fading as
trumpets desolately whoop and sparse
strings trade in anxious negotiations.
The gnarly moments give the work its
backbone, and make the final
glimmers that much more rewarding.
We then heard the clarinettist Dmitri

Ashkenazy melt dreamily through the
mellow textures of the Strathclyde
Concerto No 4, originally performed
by the SCO in 1990. This piece moves

at a more stately pace, but never loses
its thread. Finally came the raucous
delights of An Orkney Wedding,
possibly a mite underpowered in a hall
this size — at least until Robert Jordan
marched on with his bagpipes, in full
Highland fig. All three pieces were ably
conducted by newcomer Ben Gernon.
Franz Welser-Möst — cool,

unflappable, Austrian down to his
delightfully Mozartian middle names,
Leopold and Maria — is no one’s idea
of a radical maestro. Nonetheless he
has managed something radical with
the Cleveland Orchestra — making
them play as one seamless unit. You
think you know what legato means,
and then you hear the Cleveland
strings, playing as if they are truly
“tied together”. As a result, Brahms’s
Tragic Overture and Symphony No 2
flickered with a very delicate beauty
that makes the Clevelanders sound
like no other orchestra. Less
convincing, though, was the way they
defanged Jörg Widmann’s Teufel
Amor (“Devil Cupid”), a jagged post-
Romantic soundscape about the pangs
of love — pangs it didn’t sound as if
Welser-Möst has yet experienced.
Neil Fisher

From comedy to
classical, pop to
opera, read the
reviews first
thetimes.co.uk/
firstnight

DONALD COOPER; PHOTOSTAGE
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Pilot who had several
narrow wartime escapes
James Sinclair
Page 50

Sir Alexander Stirling
British diplomat and expert on the Middle East who survived an assassination attempt in Baghdad

Stirling, below, described Saddam Hussein, right, with his military commanders in 1980, as the most evil man he had met

SirAlexanderStirling survivedanassas-
sination attempt at the British embassy
in Baghdad in June 1980, while he was
ambassador to Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.
Three attackers brandishing auto-

matic weapons burst into the embassy
gardensandsetoff explosionsat theen-
trance, before one of themgot towithin
a few feet of him. Illuminated beneath a
chandelier in his ground-floor office,
Stirling braved three bullets fired
through the window at him, one of
which pierced his lapel. He later picked
the bullets out of the embassy wall and
mounted them on his mantlepiece.
Unflappable, he called urgently on

the Iraqi security services for help and
managed to dictate two telegrams to
London during the 30-minute siege.
Two of the gunmen were shot dead by
the Iraqi police (the third took poison).
“Weall rushed for the secure part of the
embassy,” a staff member said after-
wards. “Two explosions shook the
building . . .We were all keeping our
heads down.”
The embassy and the ambassador’s

residence were put under close guard.
The attack was thought to be either in
retaliation to events at the embassy of
Iran — Iraq’s neighbour — in London
the previous month when the SAS
stormed the building and freed hosta-
ges, or an attempt to disrupt Iraqi
national assembly elections. Stirling
and his staff were unhurt.
He knew Iraq well: he had already

served as first secretary in Baghdad
from1959 to 1962during the ruleofAbd
al-Karim Qasim. His long experience
of theMiddle East stretched back to his
national servicewith theRAF inEgypt.
After joining the Foreign Office, he
spent a year inLebanonbut returned to
Cairo in 1952. There he met Alison
Campbell, the British air attaché’s
daughter, and having wooed her on
moonlit walks near the pyramids, mar-
ried her in 1955.
A posting as first secretary and con-

sul in Amman, Jordan, was followed by
an assignment in Chile, where as first
secretaryhehonedhis skills of negotia-
tion and led the British delegation at
the fourth Antarctic Treaty Consulta-
tive Meeting held in Santiago in 1966.
After the UK’s withdrawal from

Aden, Stirling was sent on a tour of the

Gulf sheikhdoms to give assurance that
Britain’s treaty obligations would still
be upheld. He described himself as
“stunned”whenhewas summoned to a
meeting only a few months later to be
told of Britain’s plans to withdraw from
the Gulf. He wrote of how he and his
colleagues “wrestled with their con-
sciences over whether they could con-
tinue to represent HMG after this dou-
ble dealing”.
He reasoned, however, that his ser-

vice could still make a difference; he
headed to Bahrain as the last British
political agent before independence in
1971. Stirling had to mollify many who
felt betrayed after his government,
under financial strain, decided that it
must pull out. Britain left behind, Stir-
ling said, “a legacy of goodwill”. He was

deeply affected when members of
George Habash’s Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine hijacked BOAC
flight 775 (flying from Bahrain to
London), changed its course to Daw-
son’s Field in the Jordanian desert and
blew it up. The plane was full of British
children returning to school, and it was
a harrowing time for the Stirlings, who
knew many of the families.
He spent three years as counsellor in

strife-torn Beirut (until 1976) before his
postingasambassador to Iraq from1977
to 1980. Relations between Iraq and
Britain were in a poor state: the rise of
Saddam Hussein (who was, Stirling
said, themostevilmanhehadevermet)
caused grave concern.Hewas forced to
operate in an increasingly hostile
atmosphere as Saddam tightened his
grip on the country.

Stirling became successively Britain’s
ambassador to Tunisia, from where he
could observe Yasser Arafat’s Palestine
Liberation Organisation, which was
based there at the time; then ambassa-
dor to Sudan, in the grip of famine. As
Bob Geldof’s Band Aid charity cam-
paign and the 1985 Live Aid broadcast
brought global attention to the crisis,
Stirling organised the deliveries of key
food supplies and encouraged aid ef-
forts. He also faced another — albeit
trivial in comparison — struggle in
Khartoum with the Ministry of Public
Building and Works over the state of
theembassyoffices.Thesewerehoused
in the Shell building, and he pointedly
remarked in a despatch that it was not
inappropriate that the ‘S’ had fallen off
the wall above the main entrance.
Alexander John Dickson Stirling —

always known as Alec — was born in
Rawalpindi. Both his parents’ families
had significant associations with India:
his fatherwas a brigadierwho served in
theRoyalArmyMedicalCorps in India,
and hismaternal grandfather served as
senior presidency chaplain in Bombay.
Tall with brown hair and blue eyes,

he had been short-sighted since child-
hood and wore glasses for much of his
life. He attended Edinburgh Academy,
where he was a keen rugby player and
studied modern languages at Lincoln
College, Oxford. He later volunteered
to learn Arabic.
Stirling was appointed CMG in 1976,

and KBE in 1981 in recognition of his
service in Iraq. Aside from his
interest in the Arab world he loved
photography and cine films, both of
whichkepthimoccupiedwhilehiswife,
a skilled designer and maker of
silverware, set up her own workshop.
They had two sons and two

daughters: Patrick is a computer
software engineer who now lives in
Arizonawith hisAmericanwife; Jane, a
veterinary surgeon, works for Defra;
Lindsay, who was born in Baghdad,
works in publishing and journalism;
and Ewan, who was born in Amman, is
head of transformation at HSBC in
London (he was previously CEO of the
Bank of Oman).
A doting father, Stirling would often

read his children a bedtime story —
taken, inevitably, from Arabian Nights.

Sir Alexander Stirling, KBE, CMG,
diplomat, was born on October 20,
1926. He died on July 16, 2014,
aged 87

He braved three bullets,
one of which pierced the
lapel of his jacket

REX FEATURES

Dame Kathleen Ollerenshaw
Emeritus Professor
Des MacHale, Uni-
versity College Cork,
writes: Dame Kath-
leen Ollerenshaw
(obituary, Sept 4),
was by all accounts
a very remarkable
person. Perhaps

your readers would like to know about
a beautiful theorem in plane geometry
which now bears her name, Olleren-
shaw’s theorem. If a system of three
circles in the plane has the property
that each intersects the other two in
exactly two points, then the common
chords of these circles are concurrent.
It is very satisfying to draw an accurate
diagram to see how this works in
practice.

Peter Hopkirk
Ron Jacobs writes:
My wife and I had
the pleasure of ac-
companying Peter
Hopkirk (obituary,
Aug 27) on a trip to
Moscow, Irkutsk
and Ulan Bator in
1978. The journey

was small beer by Peter’s standards, no
doubt, but we were most impressed
when, in Irkutsk, hewas so exasperated
by the failure of staff to bring him hot
water for his coffee that he strode into
the hotel kitchen and boiled some
water himself. He then donated the
balance of the hot water to an experi-
mentwithacuboidofunyieldingSoviet
sugar. Only the slightest melting was
observed and the experiment was
officially abandoned after 12 minutes.

Lives remembered

COMING SOON

GREAT
WOMEN’S
LIVES

A NEW BOOK OF
TIMES OBITUARIES

Published byTheHistoryPress
on September 16 at £20.

To pre-order for the offer price
of £16 (including postage and
packing) call 0845 2712134 or
visit thetimes.co.uk/bookshop

The Times, June 20, 1980
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James Sinclair
Naval pilot who was shot down over Italy but survived to follow a varied career in music, engineering and newspapers

Sinclair was captured by the Germans after being shot down in an Albacore, left

James Sinclair was a 20-year-old Fleet
AirArmpilotwhenhe tookoff fromthe
Ark Royal five minutes before it was hit
by a torpedo fromaU-Boat onNovem-
ber 13, 1941. The aircraft carrier sank
after 12 hours. It was one of several
narrow scrapes for Sinclair during his
wartime service.
As a member of 812 Squadron, Lieu-

tenant Sinclair flew torpedo bombers
onmanymissions fromaircraft carriers
in theArctic, theAtlanticand theMedi-
terranean. He was engaged in a daring
but ill-conceived attack on the ports of
Petsamo in Finland and Kirkenes in
Norway in July 1941. Of the 59 British
aircraft involved, mostly Swordfishes
and Albacores, 15 were shot down with
little inconvenience to the enemy.
In January 1942 Sinclair’s Swordfish

suffered engine failure, forcing him to
ditch in the sea about 10 miles east of
Gibraltar. The aircraft sank
immediately and the emergency dingy
did not function, but Sinclair was spot-
tedandpickedupafter twohoursby the
destroyer HMS Hesperus.
Flying an Albacore inMay 1943, Sin-

clair was shot down during an auda-
cious night operation to drop a mine at
the harbour entrance to Catania on the
eastern coast of Sicily. Pulled from the
seaagain,hewas this time takenprison-
er and held in Italy before being trans-
ferred to Marlag “O” prison camp at
Westertimke near Bremen.
It was here

that the
events por-
trayed in
the 1953
film
Albert
R.N.
directed
by Lewis
Gilbert, in
which a mannequin was deployed as a
stand-inwhileaprisonerescaped, actu-
ally happened. Sinclair’s view, which he
later expressed in one of his droll com-
mentaries for the Glasgow Herald, was
that such escape attempts were prima-
rily a way of staving off boredom in an
environment where “hardly anything
ever happened”. The escapes were
rarely successful.
For themakers ofAlbert R.N. and the

BBC PoW series Colditz to have fash-
ioned a dramatic success out of such
unpromisingmaterial was, he declared,
“clearly a creative achievement of some
distinction”.
James Daniel “Dane” Sinclair was

born in Harborne, Birmingham, in
1920, the only son of William (later Sir
William) and Dr Patricia Sinclair. He
was educated at Rendcomb College,
Gloucestershire, where his academic
achievements were not matched in the
sporting arena. Described in a school
report as “lazy and clumsy” by his
games teacher, Sinclair was believed to
be the only pupil to be punished for
cowardice on the hockey field. “All run-
ning, jumping, javelin-throwing and
cold showers,” as he later described life
at Rendcomb, where he developed a
lifelong aversion to sport.
It was a different story, however,

when he spent his summer holidays
with his Free Presbyterian relations in
Wick in the farnorthof Scotlandwhere
he went swimming in the freezing sea-
water pool knownas theTrinkie.He al-
so became a competent tennis player
while a student at the University of
Glasgow where he read French, polit-
ical economyandhistory.He left before
completing his studies to volunteer for
the navy at the start of the war.
SinclairmetBarbaraBarclay-Bishop,

aWren from theHomeCounties, while
they were both stationed at the naval
air station in Crail, Fife. She was in
charge of packing parachutes and dis-
tributing themto thepilots. “If it doesn’t
work, bring it back and I’ll give you
another one,” she reassured him. They
married in 1948.
After thewar, Sinclair embarked on a

career as
a musi-
cian and
compos-
er. From
1953 to
1955 he

studied
piano at
the
Royal

Scottish Academy of
Music in Glasgow. He

wrote and arranged music for shows at
theCitizensTheatre,Glasgow,working
alongsideartists includingStanleyBax-
ter, Fulton Mackay, Duncan Macrae,
RoddyMacmillan, Joan Sims andMol-
lie Urquart. One of his compositions,
Summer is Gone, written with James
Gilbert, featured in the Christmas
Show at the Theatre Royal Windsor in
1955. However, with four children —
David, Jill, Susan and John — arriving
at regular intervals during the 1950s, he
deemed it prudent to takemore regular
employment as a shop floor trainee at

theengineeringworksofDunlop’s avia-
tion division in Coventry. He became a
marketing and sales manager for the
company’s tyre division in Glasgow,
then Birmingham, before being ap-
pointed the group’s chief press officer in
London. In 1964 he took up a post as
public relations officer at the engineer-

ingcompanyG&JWeir (laterTheWeir
Group) based in Cathcart, Glasgow,
where he worked until his retirement.
He also wrote under the name Dane

Sinclair as a pundit and commentator
for theGlasgowHerald and other publi-
cations. A series of his short stories was
broadcast on BBC radio. He worked

hard to achieve a wry, economical style
that seemed effortless, and took pride
inhis commandof language.Buthewas
no less gratified towin a competition to
describe in very few words who would
win a fight between Doctor Who and
the crew of Star Trek. He concluded
that the crew of Star Trekwould prevail
because their stories were grounded on
the principal of logic, whereas theDoc-
tor Who narratives depended on the
total absence of logic.
His passion for music never waned

and he continued to play piano in a va-
riety of semi-professional ensembles
on the Glasgow jazz circuit, including
the Bill Fanning Big Band, until well
into his retirement. At home, when the
children were growing up, the house
was always full ofmusic andmusicians,

with band practices taking place in the
front roomand the sounds ofOscar Pe-
terson, Count Basie and Duke Elling-
ton always in the air.
Itwasno surprisewhenhis eldest son

David embarked on a career as a musi-
cian and music journalist, becoming
chief rock critic of The Times in 1985,
whereheremainsa regular contributor.
Sinclair’s eldest daughter, Jill, became a
TV producer who worked on music
programmes including The Old Grey
Whistle Test andTheTube. His younger
daughterSusan is a librarian inOxford-
shire, while his younger son John re-
tired from a career in IT to become a
woodsman in Surrey. All four survive
him. His wife died in 2007.
After retirement, Sinclair worked

part-time for the Institute of Engineers
and Shipbuilders in Scotland and con-
tinued to be called upon by Lord Weir,
whomhe had first met at G& JWeir, to
help write his speeches.
Sinclair was renowned for his dry,

counter-intuitive wit which often went
against the prevailing wisdom of the
day. He ascribed his long and mostly
healthy life to thecarefulhusbandingof
his resources. “Whenever I feel the
need to take exercise, I go and lie down
until it wears off,” he said.

James Sinclair, Fleet Air Arm pilot, public
relations officer, writer and musician,
was born on December 24, 1920. He died
on August 3, 2014, aged 93

Karl Molitor
Downhill skier who dominated races on the fearsome Lauberhorn and won medals at the 1948 winter Olympics in St Moritz

The Lauberhorn downhill is the oldest,
longest and arguably toughest course
on the World Cup skiing calendar, but
Karl Molitor conquered it time and
again to become one of the sport’smost
celebrated figures.
More than 4,000 metres long with a

height difference of 1,028 metres, the
Lauberhorn is famed for the iconic
Hundschopf drop: steep and with jut-
ting cliffs on either side. It was one of
the locations in the 1969 Robert
Redford film,Downhill Racer. Competi-
tors accelerate at breakneck pace to
reach speeds in excess of 90mph. In
1991, Gernot Reinstadler, an Austrian,
crashed at the finish and died.
Using skismadeofhickoryandwear-

ing a sweater, tapered keilhosen and a
flat cap with ear-flaps, Molitor won 11
Lauberhorn races (downhill, slalom,
combined) between 1939 and 1948,
which is still a record (although compe-

tition was restricted during the war).
His first win was by nine seconds de-
spite a fall. He also took silver and
bronze medals at the 1948 winter
Olympic Games in St Moritz.
The Lauberhorn downhill began in

1930 as a way to determine whether
British officers on holiday from India
and the Far East or the local Swiss were
better skiers. “They started to ski and
suddenly they skied better than people
from town. That’s why locals started to
organise the race— to have something
to train for and beat the British,”
Molitor said.
Karl Molitor was born in Wengen, a

Swiss Alpine village accessible only by
rack-and-pinion railway, in 1920. The
outbreak of the Second World War
limited Molitor’s ability to compete in-
ternationally during his prime but he
gained renownoverseas later in life as a
maker of top-of-the-range “Moli”

leather ski boots whichwere popular in
the United States until plastic boots
become dominant in the 1970s.
Molitor was married to Antoinette

Molitor-Meyer, another highly
successful Swiss skier,whodied in2010.
Their son, Rico, ran the family ski
equipment business in Wengen. Molit-
orwas race director for the Lauberhorn
for 35 years and continued to ski the
course into his eighties.
He often praised the race for being

“as God intended” — shaped by the
harsh natural environment in contrast
to modern, precisely-designed courses.
“You can lose everything or win every-
thing in the finishareawithyour legson
fire after racing down for more than
two minutes,” he said.

Karl Molitor, skier, was born on June 29,
1920. He died on August 25, 2014,
aged 94

At school he was
punished for cowardice
on the hockey field

Molitor relished the natural challenges presented by the Lauberhorn course

AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Today’s television

Today’s radio

BBC ONE
6.00am Breakfast 9.15 The Housing
Enforcers 10.00 Homes Under the
Hammer 11.00 Street Patrol UK
11.45 Caught Red Handed 12.15pm
Bargain Hunt 1.00 BBC News;
Weather 1.30 BBC Regional News;
Weather 1.45 Doctors 2.15 Pressure
Pad 3.00 Escape to the Country
3.45 A Taste of Britain 4.30 Flog It!
5.15 Pointless 6.00 BBC News 6.30
BBC Regional News Programmes
7.00 The One Show Special: Invictus
Games Opening Ceremony 8.00
The Great British Bake Off 9.00
Our Zoo 10.00 BBC News 10.30
BBC Regional News; Weather 10.40
The Secrets 11.10 Room 101: Extra
Storage 11.50 FILM: Rounders
(1998) 1.45am-6.00 BBC News

BBC TWO
6.00am Homes Under the Hammer
7.00 Street Patrol UK 7.45 Caught
Red Handed 8.15 Sign Zone 11.00
BBC News 11.30 Daily Politics
1.00pm The Fred Dibnah Story 2.00
Cash in the Attic 2.30 The Chef’s
Protégé 3.00 Celebrity MasterChef
3.45 Nature’s Weirdest Events 4.45
Great British Railway Journeys 5.15
Put Your Money Where Your Mouth
Is 6.00 Two Tribes 6.30 Eggheads
7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip
8.00 Hotel India 9.00 Horizon:
Ebola — The Search for a Cure
10.00 Some Boffins with Jokes
10.30 Newsnight 11.20 Countdown
to the Invictus Games: Meet the
Warriors 12.20am The Motorway:
Life in the Fast Lane 1.20 Sign Zone:
Who Do You Think You Are?
2.20-3.10 Doctor Who. Sci-fi fantasy
4.00-6.05 BBC Learning Zone

ITV London
6.00am Good Morning Britain 8.30
Lorraine 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle
Show 10.30 This Morning 12.30pm
Loose Women 1.30 ITV News;
Weather 2.00 Dickinson’s Real Deal
3.00 The Alan Titchmarsh Show
4.00 Who’s Doing the Dishes? 5.00
The Chase 6.00 Regional News
6.30 ITV News; Weather 7.00
Emmerdale 7.30 Coronation Street
8.00 Celebrity Squares 9.00
Scott & Bailey 10.00 ITV News at
Ten and Weather 10.30 Regional
News 10.40 Through the Keyhole
11.40 The Cube: Celebrity Special
12.35am Jackpot247 3.00 Jeremy
Kyle USA 3.40 ITV Nightscreen
5.05-6.00 Jeremy Kyle

Channel 4
6.00am Countdown 6.45 Will &
Grace 7.10 The King of Queens 8.00
Everybody Loves Raymond 9.00
Frasier 10.00 Undercover Boss
11.00 Location, Location, Location
12.00 Channel 4 News Summary
12.05pm Celebrity Coach Trip
12.35 Jamie’s Money Saving Meals

1.05 Come Dine with Me 2.10 Phil
Spencer: Secret Agent 3.10
Countdown 4.00 Deal or No Deal
5.00 Come Dine with Me 6.00 The
Simpsons 6.30 Hollyoaks 7.00 News
8.00 Sarah Beeny’s Double Your
House for Half the Money 9.00
Grand Designs 10.00 All Creatures
Great and Stuffed 11.00 999: What’s
Your Emergency? 12.00 One Born
Every Minute USA 12.55am FILM:
Adam (2009) 2.30 FILM: Gaslight
(1940) 3.55 Sarah Beeny’s Selling
Houses 4.55 River Cottage Bites
5.05-6.00 Deal or No Deal

Sky1
6.00am The Real A&E 7.00
Futurama 9.00 NCIS: Los Angeles
11.00 Hawaii Five-0 1.00pm NCIS:
Los Angeles 3.00 Glee 4.00
Futurama 5.00 The Simpsons
5.30 Futurama 6.30 The Simpsons
8.00 Flintoff’s Road to Nowhere
9.00 Road Wars 10.00 NCIS: Los
Angeles 1.00am Hawaii Five-0
3.00 Road Wars 4.00 Stargate
Atlantis 5.00-6.00 Airline USA

BBC World
6.00am World News 6.30 World
Business Report 6.45 World News
7.30 World Business Report 7.45
World News 8.30 World Business
Report 8.45 World News 9.30
HARDtalk 10.00 World News
10.30 World Business Report 10.45
Sport Today 11.00 World News
12.00 GMT 1.00pm World News
1.30 World Business Report 1.45
Sport Today 2.00 Impact 3.30
HARDtalk 4.00 Global 5.30
World Business Report 5.45 Sport
Today 6.00 Outside Source 6.30
Focus on Africa 7.00 World News
Today 8.30 World Business Report
8.45 Sport Today 9.00 Business
Edition 9.30 HARDtalk 10.00 World
News America 11.00 Newsday 11.30
Asia Business 11.45 Sport Today
12.00 Newsday 12.30am Asia
Business 12.45 Sport Today 1.00
Newsday 1.30 Asia Business 1.45
Sport Today 2.00 World News 2.30
Asia Business 2.45 Sport Today
3.00 World News 3.30 Asia
Business 3.45 Sport Today 4.00
World News 4.30 HARDtalk 5.00
World News 5.30 World Business
Report 5.45-6.00 World News

Sky Sports 1
6.00am Football League Gold 7.00
WWE Vintage 8.00 Soccer AM: The
Best Bits 9.00 FL72 Review 10.00
English Roses 11.00 FL72 Review
12.00 Soccer AM: The Best Bits
1.00pm Fantasy Football: The
Highlights 1.30 English Roses 2.30
FL72 Review 3.30 Soccer AM: The
Best Bits 4.30 Fantasy Football: The
Highlights 5.00 Football’s Greatest
Players 6.00 Boots ‘n’ All 7.00
Fantasy Football: The Highlights

7.30 Live Greyhound Racing 9.30
Football’s Greatest Players 10.00
Boots ‘n’ All 11.00 Super League
Backchat 11.30 Speedway Gold
12.00 Fantasy Football: The
Highlights 12.30am Soccer AM:
The Best Bits 1.30 Fantasy Football:
The Highlights 2.00 Boots ‘n’ All
3.00 Elite League Speedway
5.00 Speedway Gold 5.30-6.00
Football’s Greatest Players

Sky Sports 2
6.00am Super League Gold
7.30 Super League Backchat
8.00 Super League Fulltime
9.00 County Championship Cricket
10.00 Live County Championship
Cricket 6.00pm Total Rugby
6.30 Sportswomen 7.00 GAA
Championship Review 8.00 County
Championship Cricket 9.00 Inside
the NFL 10.00 Triathlon: Long
Course Weekend — Pembrokeshire
11.00 Watersports World
12.00 Total Rugby 12.30am
County Championship Cricket
1.30 GAA Championship Review
2.30 Watersports World 3.30
County Championship Cricket
4.30 Super League Backchat
5.00-6.00 Super League Fulltime

Sky Sports 3
6.00am US Open Tennis 7.00 Game
Changers 8.00 Sports Unlimited
9.00 US Open Tennis 10.00 Sports
Unlimited 11.00 Racing News 11.30
Terrain Unleashed 12.00 Sporting
Heroes: Gary Newbon Interviews
Phil Taylor 1.00pm US Open Tennis
2.00 Terrain Unleashed 2.30
Sportswomen 3.00 Sports
Unlimited 4.00 US Open Tennis
5.00 WWE: Bottom Line 6.00
WWE: Afterburn 7.00 Powerboating
8.00 Boots ‘n’ All 9.00 US Open
Tennis 10.00 GAA Championship
Review 11.00 Max Power 12.00
British Motocross Championship
1.00am H2O Series 2014 1.30
Powerboating 2.30 H2O Series
2014 3.00 Max Power 4.00
Powerboating 5.00-6.00 British
Motocross Championship

British Eurosport
7.30am Live Snooker: Shanghai
Masters 10.30 Cycling: Vuelta a
España 11.45 Cycling: Tour of Britain
1.15pm Live Cycling: Tour of Britain
4.00 NFL: Monday Night Football
5.00 NFL Round-Up 5.50
Wednesday Selection 5.55 Riders
Club 6.00 US PGA Tour Golf 8.00
Ladies European Tour Golf 8.15 Golf
Club 8.20 Lucia’s Selection 8.25
Yacht Club 8.30 Wednesday
Selection 8.35 Cycling: Vuelta a
España 9.35 Cycling: British Grand
Prix Series 10.05 Triathlon: British
Championships 11.05 Cycling:
Vuelta a España 12.00-1.00am
Cycling: Tour of Britain. Highlights

Radio 4
5.30am News 5.43 Prayer for the
Day 5.45 Farming Today 5.58 Tweet
of the Day 6.00 Today 8.31 (LW)
Yesterday in Parliament 9.00 Great
Lives 9.30 Publishing Lives (r)
9.45 (LW) Daily Service 9.45 Book
of the Week 10.00 Woman’s Hour
10.56 The Listening Project 11.00
AL Kennedy (r) 11.30 Wordaholics
12.00 News 12.01pm (LW) Shipping
12.04 Home Front 12.15 You and
Yours 1.00 The World at One 1.45
Wow! How Did They Do That? (r)
2.00 The Archers (r) 2.15 Afternoon
Drama (r) 3.00 Money Box Live
3.30 Urine Trouble (r) 4.00 The
Educators 4.30 The Media Show
5.00 PM 5.54 (LW) Shipping 6.00
News 6.30 Tom Wrigglesworth 7.00
The Archers 7.15 Front Row 7.45
Craven 8.00 Future Proofing 8.45
Four Thought 9.00 Costing the
Earth (r) 9.30 Great Lives (r) 10.00
The World Tonight 10.45 Book at
Bedtime 11.00 Jigsaw 11.15 Mordrin
McDonald (r) 11.30 Parliament
12.30am Book of the Week (r)
12.48 Shipping 1.00 As BBC World
Service 5.20-5.30 Shipping

BBC World Service
5.00am Newsday 8.30 Business
Daily 8.50 Witness 9.00 News 9.06
HARDtalk 9.30 Click 10.00 World
Update 11.00 News 11.06 Outside
Source 12.00 News 12.06pm
Outlook 1.00 Newshour 2.00
Newshour 3.00 News 3.06 Business
Daily 3.30 The Documentary 4.00
The Newsroom 4.30 Sport Today
5.00 The Newsroom 5.30 World
Business Report 6.00 World Have
Your Say 7.00 The Newsroom
7.30 Healthcheck. Health issues
and medical breakthroughs from
around the world 8.00 News 8.06
HARDtalk 8.30 World Business
Report 8.50 From Our Own
Correspondent 9.00 Newshour. The
stories behind the latest headlines
10.00 News 10.06 Outlook.
Perspectives on important issues
11.00 News 11.06 The Newsroom
11.30 World Business Report 12.00
The Newsroom 12.20am Sports
News 12.30 The Documentary 1.00
News 1.06 Business Matters 2.00
The Newsroom 2.30 Healthcheck
3.00 News 3.06 Outlook 4.00
Newsday 4.30-5.00 Assignment

Radio 3
6.30am Breakfast 9.00 Essential
Classics 12.00 Composer of the
Week: Jean-Philippe Rameau
1.00pm News 1.02 Radio 3
Lunchtime Concert. London Winds
perform two pieces by Mozart at
LSO St Luke’s (r) 2.00 Afternoon on
3. The Swedish Radio Symphony
Orchestra performs Mahler’s
Resurrection Symphony 3.30 Live
Choral Evensong. From Hereford
Cathedral 4.30 In Tune. Suzy Music
and news from the arts world 6.30
Composer of the Week: Jean-
Philippe Rameau. The composer’s
favourite singers at the Paris Opera
(r) 7.30 Live BBC Proms 2014.
Andrew Litton conducts the BBC
Symphony Orchestra in 20th-
century English music, featuring
Vaughan Williams, Harrison
Birtwistle, and Walton’s Viola
Concerto with Lise Berthaud
10.15 Proms Composer Portraits.
Chamber music by Harrison
Birtwistle 11.00 Late Junction. Max
Reinhardt is joined by songwriter
and guitarist Richard Thompson
12.30am-6.30 Through the Night

Births, Marriages and Deaths the times.co.uk/announcements
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Declaring Trump Contracts – 21
Seven-card Fits

Sometimes, you do not have an
eight-card fit. In general, the 5-2 fit
is somewhat easier to declare than
the 4-3 fit. Missing six trumps, the
most likely split is 4-2. At least you
have an extra trump than their
longer length when you are 5-2.
This has ramifications for bidding:
Example: Partner opens 1♥, you
respond 1♠ and partner rebids 2♦
(showing 5♥-4♦). What now with:

(i) (ii) (iii)

(i) Bid 2♥. Going back to opener’s
first suit is a preference bid, not
support (partner should assume
you have just two hearts). You
should have six spades to bid 2♠
and are not (nearly) strong enough
to bid higher – responder’s bids of
2NT and above show 10+ pts.
(ii) 2♥. For two reasons it is better
to go back to 2♥ rather than leave
partner in 2♦ [because you per-
sonally prefer diamonds, this strat-
egy is known as “false preference”].
Firstly, because the 5-2 heart fit
will probably be easier to handle
than the 4-3 diamond fit. And
secondly, because 2♥ gives part-
ner another bid – and partner
could be very strong eg 18 points.
(iii) Pass. No choice but to leave part-
ner in the 4-3 fit*. And the oppo-
nents are no fools: knowing you’d
have bid 2♥ with 2♥-3♦, they’ll
expect dummy to table 1♥-3♦ and
will therefore lead trumps. Rats.
*5-3 if partner is 5♥-5♦.

On our deal, West knew to lead
a trump – pretty much mandatory
whatever your holding in trumps –
to cut down ruffing in dummy
(anticipating 1♥-3♦). Declarer
beat East’s ♦K with ♦A and made
some assumptions about likely
splits: hearts would be 4-3 (a miss-
ing odd number of cards rates to
split as evenly as possible); and
diamonds would split 4-2 (a miss-
ing even number of cards does not
rate to split evenly.

At trick two declarer correctly
began on hearts, which [assuming
the suit split 4-3] would require
one ruff to set up. He cashed ♥A
and ruffed ♥3. He now led over to
♦Q and, leaving the two missing
trumps out [lead a third trump and
West can draw trumps and play on
the black suits: disaster], he played
out ♥KQ then the promoted ♥9.

West could ruff (or not) but,
with ♠A to come, declarer had to
win eight tricks. The 4-3 fit battle
for trump control had been won –
just. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 2♦, Opening Lead: ♦2

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: Neither

N
W E

S

♠A7532
♥2
♦754
♣Q632

1♥ Pass 1♠ Pass
2♦ end

S W N E

♠84
♥AKQ93
♦AQ63
♣104

♠KJ96
♥765
♦K10
♣K985

♠Q10
♥J1084
♦J982
♣AJ7

♠AQ642
♥75
♦86
♣J962

♠A7532
♥2
♦Q74
♣J632

♠KJ72
♥97
♦J42
♣A732

________
á HRD D D]
àD D D 0 ]
ßpD inD 0]
Þ)rD D D ]
Ý D DpDP)]
ÜD D ) D ]
Û D D I D]
ÚD D D D ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

Winning Move

Black to play. This position is from Carl-
sen-Topalov, St. Louis 2014.
Here Topalov played 1 ... Rxa5 and after 2
Rc6+ and 3 Rxa6 the game was drawn. A
different continuation would have created
excellent winning chances. Can you see it?
For up-to-the-minute information follow
my tweets on twitter.com/times_chess.

Five in a row

Today’s win by Fabiano Caruana
represents his fifth consecutive win
against the world’s elite from the
Sinquefield Cup in St. Louis. The
American grandmaster, Hikaru
Nakamura, usually a dangerous
and resourceful tactician, appears
to be aiming for a draw almost
from the start, even with the white
pieces. Failing to effect the appro-
priate exchanges of material Na-
kamura drifts into an inferior mid-
dlegame and then progresses to a
desperate endgame phase where
his queen is no match for Black’s
combined forces.

White: Hikaru Nakamura
Black: Fabiano Caruana
Sinquefield Cup, St. Louis 2014
Slav Defence

1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 Nf3 Nf6 4 Nbd2
Bf5 5 Nh4 Be4 6 f3 Bg6 7 e3 e6 8
g3

White begins to drift aimlessly.
Here the sharp 8 Qb3 is called for,
e.g. 8 Qb3 Qc7 9 f4 Be7 10 Be2
Ne4 11 Nxg6 Nxd2 12 Bxd2 hxg6
with complex play as in Valsec-
chi-Grandadam, Athens 2012.
8 ... Be7 9 a3 Nbd7 10 cxd5 cxd5
11 Nxg6 hxg6 12 Bd3 e5 13 0-0
0-0 14 Qb3 Qc8 15 Nb1

The position is static, thus in-
creasing the chances of an even-
tual draw. However, the board is
full of pieces and there are many
opportunities before White can
reach the haven of a shared point.
15 ... exd4 16 exd4 Nb8 17 Nc3 Nc6
18 Be3 Qd7 19 Rad1 Rfd8 20 Rfe1
Ne8 21 Bf2 Nc7 22 Bf1 Bf6 23 Qa2

More solid is 23 Ne2. If 23 h4
with the plan of Kh2 and Bh3 to

harass the black queen then 23 ...
Ne6 24 Bh3 Ncxd4 25 Bxd4 Bxd4+
26 Kg2 Bxc3 27 Bxe6 fxe6 28 Qxc3
when, in spite of the extra pawn,
Black has little more than equality.
23 ... g5 24 b4 g6 25 Qd2 Kg7 26
b5 Ne7 27 Be3 Ne6 28 Bh3 Nf5 29
Bxf5 gxf5 30 f4 g4 31 Qd3 Rac8

________
á Dr4 D D]
à0pDqDpi ]
ß D Dng D]
ÞDPDpDpD ]
Ý D ) )pD]
Ü) HQG ) ]
Û D D D )]
ÚD DR$ I ]

ÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈ

32 Rc1
White should batten down the

hatches with 32 Ne2 since Black
must then defend against 33 Qxf5.
32 ... Rc4

If 33 Qxf5 Nxd4 is crushing.
33 Ne2 Nc7 34 Nc3 Rc8 35 h3
gxh3 36 Kh2 Nxb5

Having lost his b5-pawn, White’s
case is technically hopeless.
37 Nxb5 Qxb5 38 Kxh3

38 Qxf5 loses to 38 ... Qb2+.
38 ... Qd7 39 Kg2 b5 40 Rb1 a6
41 Rbc1 Qe6 42 Bf2 Rxc1 43
Rxe6 fxe6

The rooks overwhelm the queen.
44 g4 fxg4 45 Qe2 Kf7 46 Qd3
R1c2 47 Qh7+ Ke8 48 f5 Bxd4 49
Qg6+ Kd8 50 Qxe6 Rxf2+ 51 Kg3
Rc3+ 52 Kxg4 Rg2+ 53 Kf4 Rf2+
54 Kg4 Kc7 55 Qe7+ Kb6 56 Qd8+
Rc7 57 Qxd5 Bc5 58 Qd8 Kb7 59
f6 Bxa3 60 Qd5+ Kb6 61 Qd8 Bc5
62 Qb8+ Rb7 63 Qd8+ Ka7 64
Qd5 Bb6 65 Kg5 Rc7 66 Kg6 b4
67 Qe6 Bd4White resigns

Bridge Andrew Robson Word Watching Paul Dunn

Skolion a. A shield b. An Ancient Greek drinking song
c. A nerve cell
Eldritch a. Unearthly b. An Anglo-Saxon counsellor
c. A butcher’s chopper
Edamame a. Green soya b. A fragrant resin
c. Exaggeration

Across
4 Exceptionally good thing;
pinkish-orange (5)

7 Closing section (8)
8 Beat (cream) (4)
9 Very cheeky (8)
10 Causing fear or unease (6)
13 Felt compassion for (6)
14 Subatomic particle (6)

15 Ordained minister (6)
18 Prejudiced to one side (8)
19 Explodes, bursts (4)
20 Cause to be done more

quickly (8)
21 Radio bleeper (5)

Down

1 Gentle breeze (6)
2 Drink alcohol regularly (6)
3 Insurance contract (6)
4 Strange, odd (8)
5 Desire for food (8)
6 Group of seven (6)
11 Running out of validity (8)
12 Supplier (8)
14 Portable computer (6)
15 Small basket for fruit (6)
16 Weaken, damage (6)
17 Evening meal (6)

Solution to Crossword 6501

T2 CROSSWORD No 6502

1 2 3 654

7

8 9

10 11 12 13

14 15 1716

18 19

20

21

L I S T E D B O M B
U A X P W P E
C I R C A R O A M I N G
R D C E L U G
E M I T T E D R U M B A

N E U R
R E P R O C E S S E D

G E E X
O R T O N S L A N T E D
S R N S V I O
P L A C E B O A N N O Y
E C T R I C E
L E E K G L U T E N

Times Quick Crossword No 6502

Check today’s answers by ringing 09067 577188. Calls cost 77p per minute.

Polygon
From these letters, make
words of four or more
letters, always including
the central letter. Answers
must be in the Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
excluding capitalised
words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc),
adverbs ending in LY,
comparatives and
superlatives.

How you rate
12 words, average;
16, good; 22, very good;
29, excellent

Yesterday’s answers
alp, ape, bap, biped, bipedal,
blip, dap, dip, lap, leap, lip, lipa,
pad, pail, pal, pale, pea, peal,
pedal, pia, pial, pie, piebald,
pied, pile, pilea, plaid, plea,
plead, pleb, plié

Word Watching answers

Skolion (b) Songs sung by invited guests at banquets in Ancient
Greece.
Eldritch (a) Weird, unearthly, 16th-century Scots, perhaps from
Old English ælf (elf) + rice (realm).
Edamame (a) A preparation of soya beans still in the pod, used in
Japanese cookery.

Winning Move solution

1...Rc5!2Rxc5(if2Rg8Rxa5withanextrapawnwhilethewhite
knightremainstrapped)2...Nxc5andthewhiteknightistrapped
althoughWhiteretainschancestodrawafter3h5Kc74Nxa6+
Nxa65Kg3.

Chess Raymond Keene

Sudoku No 6803 Difficult

6
5 9 6 4

8 2
8 2 1
3 4
5 2 9 8 3 4

6 7 5 3
4 5 2 6

7 9
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9 Solutions tomorrow, yesterday’s solutions below

Killer No 3900 Tricky 15min

17 4 3 26 22 24

24 8

11 6 20 18 15

11

20 6 10

20 11 24 21

17 10 8 10

11 8

20

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 to 9. The digits within the cells joined by the dotted lines add up to the printed top
left hand figure.
Within each dotted line ‘shape’, a digit CANNOT be repeated.

Codeword No 2186

Numbers are substituted for letters in the crossword grid. Below the grid is the key.
Some letters are solved.Whenyouhave completedyour firstwordor phrase youwill
have theclues tomore letters.Enter themin thekeygridand themaingridandcheck
the letters on the alphabet list as you complete them.

A

A

N

N

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

15 5 13 1 22 12 17

9 26 25 11 26 1 13 10 4 7 11 19

25 2 7 25 11 9

1 26 12 11 14 25 26 9 1 18 9 26

26 26 14 26 26

3 1 11 25 14 26 9 18 1 11 25 14

19 4 26 18

18 25 19 13 20 6 23 18 11 1 6 8

13 13 18 14 11

21 18 12 4 16 26 7 6 25 26 12 12

14 26 4 1 11 12

14 7 24 26 22 13 1 7 25 6 26 9

4 2 16 7 8 14 9

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Sudoku, Killer and Codeword solutions
5 1 9 6 7 4 8 2 3
7 2 3 9 8 1 4 6 5
6 8 4 5 2 3 1 9 7
4 3 8 2 1 5 6 7 9
1 5 6 7 4 9 2 3 8
2 9 7 3 6 8 5 1 4
9 7 2 8 5 6 3 4 1
8 6 1 4 3 7 9 5 2
3 4 5 1 9 2 7 8 6

5 8 9 3 7 4 1 6 2
7 6 2 1 8 9 3 5 4
1 4 3 5 6 2 7 8 9
9 1 7 4 3 8 5 2 6
6 5 8 9 2 1 4 7 3
3 2 4 7 5 6 9 1 8
2 7 5 6 9 3 8 4 1
8 9 1 2 4 5 6 3 7
4 3 6 8 1 7 2 9 5

F O D S C W
J U G G L E K L A X O N

R R D E R R
G L U E U N W I E L D Y

O C E L Y
U N D I S T U R B E D

G N S A
Q U A R R E L S O M E

H N I V A
R E A D A B L E J A Z Z

L A A N O I
P I S T O L L I K I N G

X E D Y E G

No 6802 No 3898 No 2185Solution right
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Sport

Doncaster
Rob Wright
2.00 Salateen (nb) 4.10 Clon Brulee
2.30 Angelic Lord 4.45 Marmoom (nap)
3.00 Online Alexander 5.15 Commanche
3.35 Gambino
Thunderer’s double 3.00 Mecca’s Angel (nap).
4.10 Clon Brulee.
Going: good to soft (good from 1m to 6f straight
course)
Draw: no advantage At The Races

2.00 1stsecuritysolutions.co.uk
Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £9,703: 7f) (7)

1 (2) 3215 SALATEEN 21 (D) K A Ryan 9-7 J P Spencer
2 (6) 1434 PERCY ALLELINE 46 (P) R Beckett 9-5 S De Sousa
3 (1) 31142 WHEN WILL IT END 28 (D) R Hannon 9-0 R L Moore
4 (7) 031 GREY SENSATION 16 (D) K Burke 8-7 S Levey
5 (5) 351 ONLY JOKING 30 (D) H Palmer 8-7 W Buick
6 (3) 6303 GORING 29 Eve Johnson Houghton 8-4 P Hanagan
7 (4) 0615 STARDRIFTER 16 (D) R Fahey 8-0 P P Mathers

9-4 Salateen, 5-2 Only Joking, 9-2 Grey Sensation, When Will It End,
14-1 Percy Alleline, Stardrifter, 16-1 Goring.

Rob Wright’s choice: Salateen drops in class after a good
fifth in the Acomb Stakes at York Danger: Grey Sensation

2.30 Irish Stallion Farms EBF
Conditions Stakes
(2-Y-O: £12,450: 6f) (5)

1 (2) 165 ANGELIC LORD 62 T Dascombe 8-13 R Kingscote
2 (3) 10 GROWL 21 (D) B Meehan 8-13 J Fortune
3 (5) 6412 MARKAZ 40 (D,BF) B Hills 8-13 P Hanagan
4 (4) 10213 FUWAIRT 32 (D) R Hannon 8-11 L Dettori
5 (1) 40024 PRINCE BONNAIRE 16 D Brown 8-11 G Lee

4-6 Angelic Lord, 5-1 Markaz, 6-1 Fuwairt, Growl, 12-1 Prince Bonnaire.

Wright choice: Angelic Lord, fifth to Ivawood in the July
Stakes at Newmarket, will find this easier Danger: Growl

3.00 John Smith's Original
Scarbrough Stakes
(Listed:£23,680: 5f) (11)

1 (5) 14650 STEPS 19 (B,CD) R Varian 6-10-0 A Atzeni
2 (7) 21031 B FIFTY TWO 11 (T,B,D) C Hills 5-9-11 L Dettori
3 (9) 32404 KINGSGATE NATIVE 11 (H,D) R Cowell 9-9-11

R L Moore
4 (11) 33000 MONSIEUR JOE 19 (D) P Midgley 7-9-11 G Lee
5 (10) 0-010 NOBLE STORM 102 (D) E McMahon 8-9-11 J Hart
6 (4) 355-3 RECKLESS ABANDON 18 (CD) C Appleby 4-9-11 A Kirby
7 (8) 1-140 DEMORA 40 (D) M Appleby 5-9-6 A Mullen
8 (1) 00100 GLADIATRIX 25 (D) B Millman 5-9-6 R Havlin
9 (6) 41055 SWAN SONG 32 (D) A Balding 5-9-6 D Probert
10 (2) 4-115 MECCA'S ANGEL (D,BF) M Dods 3-9-5 P Mulrennan
11 (3) -4211 ONLINE ALEXANDER 18 (D) K A Ryan 3-9-5

J P Spencer

13-8 Reckless Abandon, 5-1 Steps, 15-2 Kingsgate Native, Mecca's Angel,
9-1 B Fifty Two, Online Alexander, 11-1 Demora, 12-1 Monsieur Joe,
16-1 Swan Song, 25-1 Noble Storm, 40-1 Gladiatrix.

Wright choice: Online Alexander, impressive in a handicap
atYork, canmakethestepupDangers:BFiftyTwo,Demora

3.35 Clipper Logistics Leger
Legends Classified Stakes
(£6,469: 1m) (18)

1 (2) -0035 BOB 91 (D) L Eyre 4-11-0 Dale Gibson
2 (4) 360-0 CHISWICK BEY 32 (T,C) R Fahey 6-11-0 G Bardwell
3 (1) 65332 CLIFF 25 (V) N Tinkler 4-11-0 W Newnes
4 (18) 03114 CLUMBER PLACE 25 Shaun Harris 8-11-0 W Ryan
5 (17) 45122 DANSILI DUTCH 19 (D) D O'Meara 5-11-0 M Hills
6 (8) 31221 GAMBINO 21 (P,D) J Riches 4-11-0 L Harvey
7 (12) 52125 GRACE HULL 19 (P) G Moss 4-11-0 C Llewellyn
8 (5) 56366 HARRY BOSCH 14 (P,D) Miss G Kelleway 4-11-0 Gay Kelleway
9 (16) 32401 JANAAB 15 (E,T,D) T Easterby 4-11-0 Kelly Harrison
10(14) 64113 KUWAIT STAR 37 (D) M Herrington 5-11-0 J McCarthy
11 (3) 50211 MIXED MESSAGE 15 (D) B Ellison 4-11-0 W Supple
12(15) 12320 NAOISE 35 (T,D) O Pears 6-11-0 O Pears
13(13) 10466 PATRIOTIC 22 (P,CD) C Dwyer 6-11-0 J Culloty
14 (7) -4414 TIGER JIM 16 (C,BF) J Goldie 4-11-0 G Duffield
15(11) 31423 COMANCHERO 31 (D) A Balding 3-10-9 K Darley
16 (9) 25040 SAKHALIN STAR 11 (C) Richard Guest 3-10-9 R Lappin
17 (6) 30420 POLAR FOREST 12 (E,D) Richard Guest 4-11-0 Reserve
18(10) 21652 CYFLYMDER 14 (D) D Griffiths 8-11-0 Reserve

5-1 Comanchero, 6-1 Dansili Dutch, Tiger Jim, 13-2 Cliff, 8-1 Gambino, Kuwait
Star, 12-1 Janaab, 14-1 Grace Hull, Patriotic, 16-1 others.

Wright choice: Gambinowon in good style atMusselburgh
and has a progressive profile Dangers: Tiger Jim, Cliff

4.10 Park Hill Hospital Conditions
Stakes (£12,450: 1m 2f 60y) (6)

1 (6) 60545 BAYRIR 18 (D) M Botti 5-9-8 M Harley
2 (5) 60-50 CAP O'RUSHES 102 C Appleby 4-9-2 S De Sousa
3 (2) 44313 CLON BRULEE 11 (CD) S Bin Suroor 5-9-2 R L Moore
4 (3) 51130 MAGIC HURRICANE 43 (BF) J Fanshawe 4-9-2 F Tylicki
5 (1) -3364 NABUCCO (D) J Gosden 5-9-2 W Buick
6 (4) 46500 RED GALILEO 21 E Dunlop 3-8-9 A Atzeni

15-8 Nabucco, 2-1 Clon Brulee, 6-1 Cap O'Rushes, 7-1 Red Galileo, 8-1 Magic
Hurricane, 14-1 Bayrir.

Wright choice: Clon Brulee ran a cracker when third in a
valuable handicap at Sandown Danger: Magic Hurricane

4.45 Romero Insurance Brokers Ltd
Handicap (3-Y-O: £12,450: 7f) (12)

1 (10) 30535 SUZI'S CONNOISSEUR 25 (P) H Palmer 9-7 W Buick
2 (11) 25604 EXPERT 27 (D) R Hannon 9-6 R L Moore
3 (7) -4505 SIR ROBERT CHEVAL 32 (D) M Botti 9-1 M Harley
4 (12) 11- EVENING ATTIRE 368 (CD) W Stone 9-1 S Levey
5 (4) 63406 AZAGAL 5 (CD) T Easterby 8-13 D Allan
6 (3) 52213 BASIL BERRY 18 (CD) C Dwyer 8-13 S De Sousa
7 (1) 31234 TICKING KATIE 4 (P,D) K Burke 8-13 R Kingscote
8 (2) 03224 LINCOLN 25 (D) M Channon 8-11 G Lee
9 (8) 45010 NAKUTI 41 (D) S Kirk 8-11 J Fortune
10 (9) 32141 MARMOOM 19 (D) C Hills 8-9 P Hanagan
11 (6) 21213 WILDE INSPIRATION 25 (D) J Camacho 8-8P Mulrennan
12 (5) 00005 NEZAR 19 (V,D) G Margarson 8-8 A Atzeni

7-2 Marmoom, 5-1 Wilde Inspiration, 7-1 Suzi's Connoisseur, 15-2 Ticking
Katie, 17-2 Lincoln, 9-1 Nakuti, Sir Robert Cheval, 10-1 Expert, 11-1 others.

Wright choice:Marmoomwonwell at Newmarket and has
had just six starts Dangers: Suzi’s Connoisseur, Expert

5.15 Magical Moments On
Canvas Handicap (£6,469: 5f) (22)

1 (20) 02050 RED BARON 5 (CD) E Alston 5-9-7 N Farley (3)
2 (14) 50005 GO NANI GO 27 (D) E De Giles 8-9-5 D J Bates (3)
3 (22) 00000 EVEN STEVENS 11 (V,CD) S Dixon 6-9-5 F Tylicki
4 (21) 10620 ADAM'S ALE 12 (D) P Midgley 5-9-4 P Hanagan
5 (2) 60504 SINGEUR 21 (D) R Bastiman 7-9-4 P Mulrennan
6 (17) 51350 MUTAFAAKIR 21 (B,D) Mrs R Carr 5-9-3 D Swift
7 (3) 04050 IMPERIAL LEGEND 21 (P,D) D Nicholls 5-9-3 A Mullen
8 (5) 20022 DANGEROUS AGE 20 (D) C Hills 4-9-1 R L Moore
9 (12) 00216 NOODLES BLUE BOY 21 (P,D) O Pears 8-9-0

J Butterfield (3)
10(10) 0-002 PEA SHOOTER 11 (D) D Nicholls 5-9-0 A Nicholls
11(13) 00004 LASTCHANCELUCAS 39 (D) Declan Carroll 4-9-0 J Hart
12 (4) 10305 EXPOSE 14 (D) Shaun Harris 6-8-13 J Nason (5)
13 (1) 1-004 PULL THE PLUG 67 (D) Declan Carroll 3-8-13 J Fortune
14 (9) 20031 TOM SAWYER 11 (B,D) J Camacho 6-8-13Sam James (3)
15 (8) 20001 OLDJOESAID 11 (D) P Midgley 10-8-13 G Lee
16(16) 53460 BONDI BEACH BOY 61 (D) James Turner 5-8-12

G Chaloner (3)
17(19) 50240 SLEEPY BLUE OCEAN 5 (P,CD) J Balding 8-8-11

S A Gray (5)
18(18) -0000 SACROSANCTUS 12 (B,D) S Dixon 6-8-10 A Atzeni
19(11) 50042 COMMANCHE 17 C Dwyer 5-8-10 S De Sousa
20 (6) 50020 AMBITIOUS ICARUS 11 (E,D) Richard Guest 5-8-9

D Sweeney
21(15) 50040 HAZELRIGG 4 (CD) T Easterby 9-8-8 D Allan
22 (7) 00004 THREES GRAND 12 (P,D) S Dixon 4-8-7 M Hopkins (5)

8-1 Pea Shooter, 12-1 Adam's Ale, Commanche, Dangerous Age, Imperial
Legend, Oldjoesaid, 14-1 Bondi Beach Boy, Even Stevens, Expose, Hazelrigg,
Singeur, Tom Sawyer, 16-1 Ambitious Icarus, Mutafaakir, 18-1 others.

Wright choice: Commanche is 3lb lower thanwhen second
in this two years agoDangers: Even Stevens, Pea Shooter

Kempton Park
Rob Wright
5.45 Lujeanie 7.45 Peace Accord
6.15 Gen I Am 8.15 Local Time
6.45 Shining Glitter 8.45 Lady Sylvia
7.15 Fresh Kingdom 9.15 Celestial Knight
Going: standard
Draw: 6f-1m, low numbers best
Tote Jackpot meeting Racing UK

5.45 Classified Claiming Stakes
(£2,587: 6f) (12)

1 (5) 32515 MY INSPIRATION 23 J Boyle 3-9-7 P Cosgrave
2 (6) 40041 FRONT PAGE NEWS 8 (CD) R Eddery 4-9-5

L Steward (5)
3 (10) 13304 ELECTION NIGHT 46 (H,D) T Easterby 3-9-3 T E Durcan
4 (8) 11363 HAMOODY 7 (D) J Tuite 10-9-3 D Muscutt (5)
5 (9) 50403 ARCTIC LYNX 14 (P,CD) R Cowell 7-9-1 A Beschizza
6 (11) 6-045 CHELWOOD GATE 26 (V,D) P Chamings 4-9-1 L Keniry
7 (2) 0633 HOUSE CAPTAIN 13 R Hannon 3-8-13 R Hughes
8 (3) 06231 LINDART 19 (B,D) R Hannon 3-8-13 G Mahon (7)
9 (4) 54232 THE DANDY YANK 7 (P,C) J Osborne 3-8-13 W A Carson
10(12) 52265 NOVERRE TO GO 21 (P,CD) R Harris 8-8-11

James Doyle
11 (7) 00464 PROFILE STAR 106 (D) Miss A Stokell 5-8-9 C Bishop (3)
12 (1) 15602 LUJEANIE 25 (P,CD,BF) P Crate 8-8-5 J Quinn

9-2 House Captain, 11-2 Noverre To Go, 7-1 Arctic Lynx, Lindart, Lujeanie,
8-1 Front Page News, 10-1 Hamoody, The Dandy Yank, 12-1 Chelwood Gate,
14-1 My Inspiration, Profile Star, 20-1 Election Night.

6.15 Handicap (2-Y-O: £1,940: 7f) (14)

1 (3) 0042 GEN I AM 22 R Hannon 9-7 R Hughes
2 (10) 46541 ARIZONA SNOW 22 (H) R Harris 9-6 W Twiston-Davies
3 (14) 05620 OLD FASHION 15 E Dunlop 9-6 Doubtful
4 (13) 00030 AULD FYFFEE 15 John Ryan 9-5 Doubtful
5 (9) 64433 FRAMLEY GARTH 14 D Elsworth 9-3 James Doyle
6 (2) 00052 FATHER STONE 14 D Elsworth 9-2 L Keniry
7 (5) 050 LADY ATLAS 17 D Brown 9-1 M Stainton
8 (4) 000 SENOR FIRECRACKER 21 B Johnson 8-10 W A Carson
9 (12) 006 DECIBELLE 21 Jane Chapple-Hyam 8-10 P Cosgrave
10 (6) 600 ELEVATOR ACTION 37 R Fahey 8-8 C Catlin
11 (7) 006 MORE DRAMA 23 S Kirk 8-8 Martin Dwyer
12(11) 050 AROUSAL 123 Michael Bell 8-7 Hayley Turner
13 (1) 0300 PRINCE ROFAN 15 (V) D Shaw 8-2 A McLean (7)
14 (8) 64600 TOMMYS GEAL 23 M Madgwick 8-2 H Crouch (7)

3-1 Gen I Am, 5-1 Father Stone, 6-1 Framley Garth, 7-1 More Drama, 8-1
Arizona Snow, Arousal, 10-1 Lady Atlas, 12-1 Elevator Action, 16-1 others.

6.45 Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(£2,587: 1m 4f) (10)

1 (2) 42 BRIGHT BEACON 26 C Appleby 3-9-0 A Kirby
2 (8) 05 CURVED 37 Lady Cecil 3-9-0 James Doyle
3 (5) 0-226 DALMATIA 53 (BF) Sir M Stoute 3-9-0 S W Kelly
4 (1) 0 HAVANA GIRL 128 H Dunlop 3-9-0 Dane O'Neill
5 (3) 0-5 HEAVENS EYES 21 J Hughes 3-9-0 P Cosgrave
6 (4) -0042 SHINING GLITTER 35 J Fanshawe 3-9-0 T Queally
7 (10) 23-24 SWEEPING UP 97 (T) H Morrison 3-9-0 P Dobbs
8 (9) -0033 TINGA 20 (T) R Beckett 3-9-0 R Hughes
9 (6) 5 WELL FINISHED 27 R Beckett 3-9-0 O Murphy
10 (7) 0 WILLSHEBETRYING 32 R Mills 3-9-0W Twiston-Davies

11-4 Bright Beacon, 7-2 Dalmatia, 9-2 Tinga, 5-1 Shining Glitter,
11-2 Sweeping Up, 12-1 Curved, 14-1 Well Finished, 33-1 others.

7.15 Handicap (3-Y-O: £2,587: 1m 4f) (12)

1 (5) -0225 BILLY BLUE 25 (B,C) J Gosden 9-7 R Havlin
2 (1) -0164 GOLDEN JOURNEY 21 Clive Cox 9-7 A Kirby
3 (12) 220 PERSPICACE 56 R Charlton 9-7 James Doyle
4 (11) 04506 NORSE STAR 27 S Kirk 9-6 Dane O'Neill
5 (9) 0-443 MISHKO 40 S Gollings 9-6 Mikey Ennis (7)
6 (3) 3-21 ROYAL WARRANTY 113 A Balding 9-4 L Keniry
7 (8) -4523 BY JUPITER 36 Michael Bell 9-4 J P Spencer
8 (7) 46520 FIGHTING BACK 12 Mrs A Perrett 9-4 R Hughes
9 (10) 1-044 CRYSTAL PEARL 64 (C) M Tompkins 9-3 T E Durcan
10 (6) 03013 FRESH KINGDOM 12 (P) J Fanshawe 9-2 S W Kelly
11 (2) 25166 YEAH BABY 32 (H,D) C Hills 9-2 T Queally
12 (4) 54242 KINEMA 22 (P) E Walker 9-2 G Baker

4-1 Royal Warranty, 5-1 Fresh Kingdom, 11-2 Billy Blue, 8-1 By Jupiter,
Perspicace, 10-1 Fighting Back, Golden Journey, Mishko, 14-1 others.

7.45 Handicap
(£2,587: 7f) (14)

1 (3) 600-0 ERTIKAAN 46 (C,D) Miss J Ellis 7-9-10 L Steward (5)
2 (7) 00261 GALATIAN 28 (CD) B Millman 7-9-10 P Millman (7)
3 (5) 10300 SHEIKH THE REINS 17 (V,CD) John Best 5-9-10 R Havlin
4 (14) 30232 FREDDY WITH A Y 9 (P,BF) G L Moore 4-9-9 G Baker
5 (11) 05033 NEW LEYF 8 (B,CD) J Gask 8-9-9 S Drowne
6 (9) 00-11 PEACE ACCORD 5 (D) M Wigham 4-9-9 R Hughes
7 (1) 60265 LOUD 33 (B,D) Miss A Weaver 4-9-8 Martin Lane
8 (12) 05054 TOYMAKER 17 (C) Phil McEntee 7-9-8 P Aspell
9 (13) 30444 PUTIN 23 (T,P,CD) Phil McEntee 6-9-7

Racheal Kneller (5)
10 (4) 00440 CAPTAIN KENDALL 34 (C) H Chisman 5-9-7 O Murphy
11 (8) 42152 LADY CROSSMAR 12 (C,D,BF) R Hannon 3-9-6

Josh Quinn (7)
12 (6) 51-00 GREEK SPIRIT 39 A McCabe 4-9-5 T Queally
13(10) 0-660 PRESIDENTE 12 E Walker 3-9-4 A Kirby
14 (2) -2235 BLUE BOUNTY 11 M Tompkins 3-9-1 T E Durcan

3-1 Peace Accord, 6-1 Lady Crossmar, 7-1 Galatian, 8-1 Blue Bounty, 10-1
Freddy With A Y, Presidente, 12-1 New Leyf, Sheikh The Reins, 14-1 others.

8.15 Conditions Stakes
(2-Y-O: £3,881: 1m) (5)

1 (4) MR QUICKSILVER A Balding 9-0 O Murphy
2 (1) 1 RESTORER 13 (D) W Muir 9-0 Martin Dwyer
3 (2) 51 SHARP SAILOR 32 (D) M Botti 9-0 M Harley
4 (5) 0 ST LAWRENCE GAP 19 R Mills 9-0 T E Durcan
5 (3) 41 LOCAL TIME 35 (C) S Bin Suroor 8-9 James Doyle

13-8 Local Time, 15-8 Sharp Sailor, 100-30 Restorer, 7-1 Mr Quicksilver,
33-1 St Lawrence Gap.

8.45 Handicap
(Div I: £1,940: 1m) (11)

1 (6) 20251 LADY SYLVIA 6 (C,D) J Tuite 5-9-10 Jenny Powell (5)
2 (3) 23233 TWO IN THE PINK 21 (B,C) Ralph Smith 4-9-8 M Harley
3 (7) 43330 MY MANEKINEKO 35 (D,BF) J Jenkins 5-9-6

D C Costello
4 (9) 46041 PENDO 12 (D) P Cole 3-9-5 Martin Lane
5 (8) 25002 PRINCESS SPIRIT 35 (P,CD) E Creighton 5-9-3 S W Kelly
6 (11) 0303 EXECUTRIX 20 Sir M Stoute 3-9-2 R Hughes
7 (10) -2364 STYBBA 36 (P) A Balding 3-9-1 J P Spencer
8 (2) 40351 LIFEJACKET 14 (B,D) E Dunlop 3-8-13 James Doyle
9 (4) 43550 WARBOND 58 (V,CD,BF) M Madgwick 6-8-12

K Shoemark (7)
10 (5) 64010 HONITON LACE 13 (T,P,D) Phil McEntee 3-8-10 P Aspell
11 (1) 00-00 TRIPLE O SEVEN 88 John Best 3-8-5 Martin Dwyer

4-1 Lady Sylvia, Pendo, 9-2 Lifejacket, 6-1 Executrix, 8-1 Stybba, 10-1 My
Manekineko, Princess Spirit, Two In The Pink, 16-1 Warbond, 20-1 others.

9.15 Handicap
(Div II: £1,940: 1m) (10)

1 (10) 53143 BENNELONG 9 (B,CD) L Carter 8-9-10 R Hughes
2 (7) 53-40 LORAINE 11 (CD) J Osborne 4-9-7 G Baker
3 (9) 01004 WELLIESINTHEWATER 20 (V) D Shaw 4-9-6 D Swift
4 (5) 15000 SETTLE FOR RED 12 (V,D) J Gask 4-9-5 Martin Lane
5 (2) 0-02 GRACEFILLY 21 E Walker 3-9-3 R Kingscote
6 (3) 42304 PLUCKY DIP 7 (CD) John Ryan 3-9-2 A Kirby
7 (4) 06022 CELESTIAL KNIGHT 14 (V,BF) J Fanshawe 3-9-2

S W Kelly
8 (6) 14000 BARBARY 67 C Fellowes 3-8-13 Dane O'Neill
9 (1) -0000 FIFTYSHADESDARKER 36 G Baker 3-8-12 P Cosgrave
10 (8) 6400 SPEEDY RIO 4 L Dace 3-8-5 K Shoemark (7)

9-4 Celestial Knight, 5-1 Bennelong, 6-1 Gracefilly, 13-2 Plucky Dip, 15-2
Loraine, 10-1 Welliesinthewater, 11-1 Barbary, Settle For Red, 16-1 others.

Course specialists
Carlisle: TrainersW Haggas, 4 winners from 7
runners, 57.1%; Sir M Prescott, 3 from 11, 27.3%.
Jockey Gemma Tutty, 5 wins from 20 rides, 25%.

Doncaster: Trainers K Burke, 5 from 20, 25%;
R Varian, 18 from 72, 25%. JockeysW Buick, 35
from 143, 24.5%; A Atzeni, 19 from 101, 18.8%.

Kempton Park: Trainer S Bin Suroor, 59 from 226,
26.1%. Jockey J P Spencer, 54 from 285, 18.9%.

Uttoxeter: Trainer P Middleton, 7 from 20, 35%.
Jockey G Sheehan, 10 from 46, 21.7%.

Blinkered first time: Carlisle 2.20 Cabbies Lou. Doncaster
4.45 Nezar. 5.15 Sacrosanctus. Kempton Park 5.45 Chel-
wood Gate. 6.15 Prince Rofan. 7.15 Billy Blue. 8.45 Two In
The Pink. 9.15 Settle For Red. Uttoxeter 2.40 An Capall
Mor, Aneedh.

Newnes keeps faith in Arc hope Sea The Moon
Three decades have passed but the
memory still gnaws at Billy Newnes.
The former jockey cannot forgive him-
self for thedefeatofTimeCharter in the
1983 Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe butmay
yet find redemption through a colt who
he says is blessed with similar ability.
Many have dismissed Sea The

Moon’s prospects of winning the Arc
after the spectacular German Derby
winner surrendered his unbeaten
record at Baden-Baden on Sunday, but
Newnes, who partners him three times
a week on the gallops of Markus Klug,
the trainer, retains faith.
“He was only 70 per cent fit at the

weekend and, in the circumstances,
ran a cracker to be second,” he said
yesterday. “After the Derby we had to
stand back for two to three weeks, then
bring him back very slowly because he
was stiff, hadbangedhimself andpulled
a muscle.
“It was always our aim to go for

Sunday’s race but the niggly setbacks
meant it became a case of ‘dowe run, or
do we go to the Arc without another
outing?’ We took a chance because of
his class, and that going to Paris with a
three-year-old who had not run since
early July would be very hard.
“When he’s tightened up, and

mentally right, you will see a different
horse. If all comes good, they will have
him to beat.”

Newnes retired from race-riding 12
years ago and Germany is his base, but
he is back in Britain today to compete
against other jockeys from yesteryear
in the annual Clipper Logistics Leger
Legends Stakes at Doncaster. Plenty of
tales will be shared and the 54-year-old
has more than most to recall.
The Liverpudlian shot to stardom in

1982 when, on his way to becoming
champion apprentice, hewon theOaks
aboard Time Charter. He partnered
the outstanding filly, trained by Henry
Candy, to several other notable
triumphs but theArc reverse, when she
finished a length fourth to All Along
after starting favourite, rankles.
“I should havewon but took it up 100

yards too early,” he said. “I’d never

ridden in the race before and if I’d been
able todo it again, anhour later, I’dhave
won. She [usually] came from behind
and had a great turn of foot.
“She was a tigress, always ready to

attack. If there was anybody near her
down at the start, she’d have a go at
them. Sea The Moon is the opposite,
he’s a real gentleman.”
Newnes also missed out on Time

Charter’s victory in the King George

and Queen Elizabeth Stakes but the
circumstances were different. Only
nine days before, he had looked the
grim reaper in the eye after a terrible
fall on Candy’s gallops in Wantage.
“The horse I was riding suffered a

brain haemorrhage and went straight
down,” he said. “When I came round, in
hospital, I had a broken collarbone and
shoulder, and learnt Brough Scott
[the journalist and TV presenter] had
brought me back from the dead by

giving me the kiss of life. Every five
years, I go on a first-aid refresher
course, so I may be able to repay the
favour.”
His rapid rise was derailed early in

1984when the JockeyClubbannedhim
for three years, finding him guilty of
accepting a gift of £1,000 from Harry
Bardsley, a renowned gambler, for
information. Newnes had told him that
Valuable Witness, his mount in the
Queen’s Vase at Royal Ascot, would not
act on the firm going.
His punishment was the most severe

given to a Flat jockey in 50 years but
there were also elements of farce in an
investigation that involved others, no-
tably Brian Taylor, the Derby-winning
rider. He was cleared of receiving a
lawnmower for allegedly giving similar
information.
“I suppose they had to be seen to be

doing something,” Newnes said. “I still
get it slung in my face now every now
and then, from a drunk or whoever, but
I can walk away from that.”
This afternoonNewneswill rideCliff

for an old ally in Nigel Tinkler. His
rivals will include four other classic-
winning jockeys, including 67-year-old
George Duffield, plus two others who
have won the Grand National.
“I play plenty of squash and ride four
lots a day, so I’m fit enough,” he said.
“I’ve got a bad draw to overcome but
I’m competitive as ever. I’m here to
win.”

Andy Stephens

‘He was only 70 per
cent fit at the weekend
and ran a cracker ’

Christophe Soumillon celebrates Sea The Moon’s victory in the German Derby
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Ainslie leading challenge
to plunder cup from USA

Sir Ben Ainslie’s fledgeling team
could emerge as the biggest threat to
lift the America’s Cup in 2017,
according to Jimmy Spithill, the
Australian who skippered Oracle
Team USA to victory in the past two
renewals.
Spithill and Ainslie were on the

sameboat asOracle stagedoneof the
greatest comebacks in sporting
history to retain the cup in San
Francisco last year, Spithill as
helmsmanandAinslie,whohadbeen
skippering Oracle’s reserve boat in
trials, brought in midway through as
tactician.
Only one team in the history of the

America’s Cup have won at the first
attempt, but Spithill is expecting
Ainslie to be a strong contender,
along with Emirates TeamNew Zea-
land, the beaten finalist last year.
“There is no question theywill be a

threat,” Spithill said. “They have
some strong guys. Jono Macbeth
[who has joined Ainslie from Oracle
as teammanager] was one of our key
guys in the last cup. Theyhave a lot of
good designers and some solid
investors behind them.
“We went head to head in the

AC45s in the World Series, we went
head to head in-house for Oracle in
the 72s and we will go head to head
here. It will be all-on when we go on
the water, that’s what motivates me.
“The racing is now all split-second

stuff, you always want to be a couple
of steps ahead, but you have to think
quick and there is a physical level, so
youareat thepointof exhaustionand
it is very easy to make mistakes.”
Ben Ainslie Racing was one of five

challengers confirmed at the launch
of the next America’s Cup in London
yesterday, with teams from Italy,
Sweden and France making up the
field for the challenger series before
the finals in either Bermuda or San
Diego in three years’ time. Before

that, the America’s CupWorld Series
will be contested featuring smaller
AC45 boats, the first of which could
be held in Portsmouth in June or July
next year, with points from the series
counting towards the America’s Cup
qualifying series in the summer of
2017, in larger AC62 boats. The
winner of that goes on to face Oracle
for the cup.
Ainslie’s team are starting to take

shape,with theirnewheadquarters in

Portsmouth due to open in May. So
far eight sailors have been recruited,
a number that could rise to 14,
althoughonly eight can be part of the
race crew. Eventually the workforce
for the team could rise to 100.
Competition for places in the crew

is expected tobe so tough thatAinslie
admitted yesterday even he is not
assured of his spot. “You saw with
Oracle last time, the team wasn’t
working for whatever reason, you
change it, but certainly it ismy inten-
tion to be at the helm,” Ainslie said.
Plans to bring Adrian Newey, the

Red Bull Formula One chief techni-
cal officer, on board are still on track,
despite his busy schedule in motor
racing, but Ainslie knows that he
must explore every avenue.
“Adrian is very passionate about

the America’s Cup and we are really
excited about working with him,”
Ainslie said. “The teams are all very
strong and it is going to be an incredi-
bly close fight. I’d say it is the most
competitive ever. It is a long, long
time since we have seen a line-up of
six teams that strong.”

Sailing
Ron Lewis

Eyes on the prize: Ainslie, who masterminded a fine comeback as Oracle
retained the America’s Cup, now represents the chief threat to their reign
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Marc Aspland,
the chief
sports

photographer of
The Times, was
awarded an honorary
fellowship by the Royal
Photographic Society
last night at a ceremony
at the Royal Society.

Derek Birch, the
president of the
organisation, said: “The
Royal Photographic
Society, founded in
1853, is extremely
pleased that a
world-renowned
editorial sports
photographer, with
such an international
reputation, is being
awarded an honorary
fellowship.”
Aspland’s new book
— The Art of Sports
Photography — is
published this week by
Prestel. It includes this
image, taken at the
“White Turf” European
Snow Race meeting in
St Moritz in 2008.

Aspland
receives
honorary
fellowship

See a gallery of Aspland’s stunning images on the Times website and tablet editions

Men at the helm

The six skippers who will contest
the 35th America’s Cup
Jimmy Spithill
Oracle Team USA, the defender
Dean Barker
Emirates Team New Zealand
Sir Ben Ainslie
Ben Ainslie Racing, Great Britain
Max Sirena Luna Rossa, Italy
Nathan Outteridge
Artemis, Sweden
Franck Cammas Team France



the times |Wednesday September 10 2014 FGM 55

Sport

Slater sidelined for the season

Leicester
Going: good (good to firm in places)

2.20 (7f) 1, Outlaw Country (W Buick, 8-11 fav);
2, Kisumu (7-1); 3,Manolito (8-1). 9 ran.NR:Ara-
bian Ruler, Champagne Bob. 3Ol, Ol. C Appleby.
2.50 (7f) 1,Dancetrack (JamesDoyle, 8-11 fav);
2,HillsAndDales (11-2); 3,NaturalNine (50-1).
9 ran. NR: Awjab, Glorious Dubai. 2Ol, 1Nl.
C Hills.
3.20 (7f) 1, Secret Lightning (L P Keniry, 7-2);
2, Hillgrove Angel (4-1); 3, Ciaras Cookie (11-4
fav). 12 ran. Ol, 1Nl. S Kirk.
3.50 (1m 3f 183yd) 1, High Church (James
Doyle, 11-8 fav; Thunderer’s nap); 2, Opera Fan
(12-1); 3, AStar InMyEye (5-1). 5 ran.NR: Echo
Brava. 2Ol, 4l. R Charlton.
4.20 (7f) 1, Take A Note (Jim Crowley, 8-1);
2, Secretinthepark (3-1 fav); 3, Verse Of Love
(25-1). 12 ran. Hd, hd. P Chamings.

4.50 (1m 60yd) 1, Sagaciously (James Doyle,
50-1); 2, Housemaker (9-4 fav); 3, Martlet
(5-1). 8 ran. 1l, sh hd. E Dunlop.
5.25 (5f) 1, Ajjaadd (William Twiston-Davies,
7-2); 2, Green Door (9-4 jt-fav); 3, Duke Of
Firenze (11-2). Boston Rocker (5th) 9-4 jt-fav.
5 ran. NR: Peace Seeker, Swiss Cross. 1Nl, 1Ol.
T Powell.
5.55 (1m 2f) 1, Flag Of Glory (P Millman, 6-1); 2,
Bold Cross (20-1); 3, Magnolia Ridge (11-2). Ela
GoogLaMou(4th)2-1 fav. 9 ran. 2Ol, 1Kl. PHiatt.
Placepot: £7.00. Quadpot: £4.80.

Redcar
Going: good to firm

2.30 (7f) 1,Mr Shekells (George Chaloner, 8-1);
2, Dominic Cork (14-1); 3, Summer Stroll (6-1).
Dragon King (5th) 4-1 fav. 14 ran. NR: Dragline.
Kl, 1l. P McBride.

3.00 (5f) 1, Snow Cloud (Sam James, 9-2);
2, Compton River (11-4 fav); 3, Zaza Zest
(33-1). 13 ran. 1Nl, hd. D O’Meara.
3.30 (6f) 1, Manatee Bay (F Norton, 20-1);
2, Enderby Spirit (GR) (12-1); 3, Exotic Guest
(14-1). He’sMy Boy (6th) 4-1 fav. 15 ran. 2l, nk.
D Nicholls.
4.00 (1m) 1, Knight Owl (Dane O’Neill, 5-1 jt-
fav); 2, Almuheet (6-1); 3, Anderiego (5-1 jt-
fav). 12 ran. NR: Showboating. Sh hd, Ol.
J Fanshawe.
4.35 (6f) 1, Foxtrot Pearl (F Norton, 12-1);
2, Rememberance Day (40-1); 3, Another Royal
(3-1). Tap Your Toes (5th) 5-6 fav. 7 ran. NR:
Byronaissance, IncredibleFresh,LadyCalantha.
1l, 1l. J Holt.
5.05 (1m6f19yd)1,Crakehall Lad (DAllan, 11-4
fav); 2, Madrasa (5-1); 3, District Attorney
(12-1). 10 ran. Nk, 1Nl. G A Swinbank.

5.40 (7f) 1, Broctune Papa Gio (Joe Doyle, 5-1

fav); 2, Blue Maisey (12-1); 3, Shamaheart
(9-1). 14 ran. Kl, nk. K Reveley.
Jackpot:not won (pool of £182,444.70 carried
forward to Kempton Park today).
Placepot: £9,925.20. Quadpot: £741.70.

Worcester
Going: good to firm (good in places)
2.10 (2m 110yd ch) 1, Accessallareas (A P
McCoy, Evens fav); 2, Apache Dawn (10-1);
3, Surprise Us (22-1). 6 ran. 15l, 9l. S-J Davies.
2.40 (2m 7f ch) 1, Handsome Buddy (Mikey
Hamill, 9-2); 2, Simply Charles (7-4 fav);
3, Trakeur (33-1). 7 ran. 2l, 11l. M Gates.
3.10 (2m 4f ch) 1, According To Sarah
(T J O’Brien, 11-4 jt-fav); 2, Kyles Faith (7-2);
3, Lysino (11-4 jt-fav). 5 ran. 1Nl, Ol. P Hobbs.
3.40 (2m 110yd ch) 1, Kitchapoly (A P McCoy,
8-11 fav); 2, Falcarragh (6-4); 3, Table Bluff
(25-1). 4 ran. 2Nl, 2Nl. D McCain.

4.10 (2m hdle) 1, Kayfton Pete (A Pogson,
20-1); 2, The Kvilleken (11-2); 3, Special Report
(100-30 fav). 10 ran. NR: Going Nowhere Fast.
Nk, Kl. C Pogson.
4.40 (2m 7f hdle) 1, Patsys Castle (A P McCoy,
4-6 fav); 2, BajanBlu (9-2); 3, Amberjam (40-1).
5 ran. 17l, 39l. K Bailey.
5.15 (2m hdle) 1, Intent (T Messenger, 11-2);
2, Whatdoesthefoxsay (1-5 fav); 3, Sirrah Star
(20-1). 7 ran. 2Ol, 7l. C Bealby.
Placepot: £30.10. Quadpot: £14.30.

Perth
Going: good
4.25 (2m 110yd) 1, Taglietelle (R Johnson, 8-15
fav); 2, Rossini’s Dancer (8-1); 3, Stynes (10-1).
8 ran. NR: Gold Chain. 4Kl, 1l. G Elliott.
4.55 (2m110yd) 1,Blue Ridge Lane (M JBolger,
15-8 fav); 2, Catchthemoonlight (9-1); 3,
Spread Boy (10-1). 7 ran. 7l, 1N. J C McConnell.

5.30 (3m) 1, Solway Bay (Ryan Day, 5-1);
2, Lady Of Verona (7-1); 3, Peachey Moment
(15-8 jt-fav). Oh Right (4th) 15-8 jt-fav. 5 ran.
1Ol, 9l. Miss L Harrison.
6.00 (2m4f 110yd) 1, I C Gold (R Johnson, 10-11
fav); 2, Ourbeautifuldream (7-1); 3, Dumbarton
(7-1). 4 ran. 2l, 1Kl. G Elliott.
6.30 (2m 110yd) 1, Amilliontimes (Tony Kelly,
14-1); 2, Dynamic Drive (7-1); 3, Obispo (5-2).
Dr Moloney (6th) 9-4 fav. 6 ran. Kl, 4Kl.
Mrs J Stephen.
7.00 (2m 4f 110yd) 1, Creevytennant (Conor
Shoemark, 9-2); 2, Scotch Warrior (5-1);
3, Bless TheWings (4-1). Book’em Danno (6th)
7-2 fav. 7 ran. 2l, Ol. F O’Brien.
7.30 (3m110yd)1,Balbriggan (MrJJCodd,8-11
fav); 2, Solway Sam (9-4); 3, Bescot Springs
(10-1). 5 ran. NR: Raifteiri. 4Kl, 13l. G Elliott.
Placepot: £760.50.
Quadpot: £476.50.

Yesterday’s racing results

Uttoxeter
Rob Wright
2.10 Exitas 4.25 Chill Factor
2.40 Aneedh 4.55 Unknown Legend
3.15My Lad Percy 5.25 Operateur
3.50 Grandads Horse
Going: good (good to firm in places)
At The Races

2.10 Maiden Hurdle
(£2,209: 2m 4f 110y) (8)

1 3 BERTIE BOB 40 Mrs V Jordan 8-11-0 W Kennedy
2 P-252 DEADLY STING 73 (P) J Butler 5-11-0 A P McCoy
3 4-342 EXITAS 52 (T) P Middleton 6-11-0 C Shoemark (3)
4 6 METAL MICKY 14 J Holt 7-11-0 C Poste
5 400-2 OLDEDDIETHEREBEL 13 (BF) D Skelton 5-11-0 H Skelton
6 /0P-P SHADESOFNAVY 13 P Pritchard 8-11-0 T Bellamy (5)
7 65422 SILVER SHUFFLE 15 (P) J M Jefferson 7-11-0 B Hughes
8 P4-P5 TIMS CRUSADER 102P (T) A Middleton 6-11-0 J Banks (5)

6-4 Silver Shuffle, 13-8 Deadly Sting, 7-2 Exitas, 10-1 others.

2.40 Conditional Jockeys' Selling
Hurdle (£1,949: 2m) (5)

1 -0046 DESCARO 14 (V,CD) John O'Shea 8-11-12 C McKee (6)
2 5-6P5 AN CAPALL MOR 15 (T,V,C,D) A Middleton 8-10-12K K Woods
3 33-02 ANEEDH 15F (B) Jedd O'Keeffe 4-10-12 J England
4 30-00 BOLLIN SAM 18 Mrs S Smith 8-10-12 C Bewley (6)
5 U4/0- HAMILTON HILL 19F B Llewellyn 7-10-12 R Williams (3)

8-11 Aneedh, 4-1 An Capall Mor, 15-2 Descaro, 8-1 Hamilton Hill, 11-1 Bollin
Sam.

3.15 Beginners' Chase (£4,051: 3m) (5)
1 10113 BOOK OF EXCUSES 18 (T,D,BF) D McCain 6-11-7W Renwick
2 316-3 KING BORU 24 (D) Miss E Lavelle 6-11-7 A Coleman
3 4-313 MIDNIGHT OSCAR 19 (V,C,D) K Bailey 7-11-7 A P McCoy
4 33232 MY LAD PERCY 14 (P,C) M Keighley 6-11-7 R Johnson
5 10544 VINNIE MY BOY 20 (T,P) P Bowen 6-11-7 D Devereux

11-4 My Lad Percy, 3-1 King Boru, 100-30 Book Of Excuses, Midnight Oscar,
15-2 Vinnie My Boy.

3.50 Handicap Hurdle
(£5,380: 2m 4f 110y) (7)

1 /063- KING OF THE NIGHT 320 (D) J M Jefferson 10-11-12
B Hughes

2 -5200 GRANDADS HORSE 42 (P,CD) C Longsdon 8-11-6 N Fehily
3 41232 SURF AND TURF 24 (D,BF) K Frost 8-10-11 J Hodson (7)
4 5046- ALDERLEY ROVER 144 I Williams 10-10-10 R Johnson
5 3-214 DON PADEJA 25F Jonjo O'Neill 4-10-9 A P McCoy
6 2042- WAKANDA 229 Mrs S Smith 5-10-7 R Mania
7 203/2 ASCENDANT 9 A Reid 8-10-4 J E Moore

7-2 Surf And Turf, 4-1 Alderley Rover, Don Padeja, Wakanda, 9-2 Ascendant,
8-1 Grandads Horse, 33-1 King Of The Night.

4.25 Handicap Hurdle (£3,249: 3m) (7)

1 0-622 POSSOL 19 (D) H Daly 11-11-12 P Brennan
2 -P122 MISSION COMPLETE 22 (T,P,D,BF) Jonjo O'Neill 8-11-10

A P McCoy
3 035-0 AMERICAN LIFE 123 (T) A Middleton 7-10-13 P Moloney
4 /1323 DAIS RETURN 56 (T,CD) J Coombe 10-10-10 L Muspratt (7)
5 02-01 CHILL FACTOR 20 (T,D) A Honeyball 5-10-8

Rachael Green (3)
6 16030 CON FORZA 44 (T) P Middleton 5-10-1 S Twiston-Davies
7 P10RR BOLD TARA 1 (T,P) M Keighley 7-10-0 Killian Moore (5)

2-1 Chill Factor, 3-1 Possol, 4-1 Dais Return,Mission Complete, 14-1American
Life, Bold Tara, 25-1 Con Forza.

4.55 Handicap Chase (£3,798: 2m 4f) (10)

1 31FP2 QOUBILAI 11 (H,D) T Coyle 10-11-12 D C Costello
2 -025P PAPRADON 24 (V,C,D) N Twiston-Davies 10-11-10

S Twiston-Davies
3 3P034 DARK ENERGY 50 (T,C,D) Fergal O'Brien 10-11-9

Miss A Stirling (7)
4 13355 FOREVER MY FRIEND 14 (CD) P Bowen 7-11-9 J E Moore
5 -4413 O'CALLAGHAN STRAND 16 (V,D,BF) Jonjo O'Neill 8-11-6

A P McCoy
6 -1210 RIVER PURPLE 38 (T,CD) J Mackie 7-11-6 P Moloney
7 23422 MILGEN BAY 9 (B,BF) O Sherwood 8-10-11 L Aspell
8 /P0-5 BALLY GUNNER 128 (D) H Tett 9-10-9 Tom O'Brien
9 053P2 UNKNOWN LEGEND 15 (H) A Middleton 7-10-6 J Banks (5)
10 56641 TREGARO 11 (T,CD) M Sowersby 8-10-4 B Hughes

9-2 O'Callaghan Strand, 5-1 Papradon, 6-1 Forever My Friend, Milgen Bay,
13-2 Tregaro, 8-1 Dark Energy, 9-1 River Purple, 10-1 Qoubilai, 12-1 others.

5.25 Handicap Hurdle (£2,209: 2m) (13)

1 5540 FLAMINGO BEAT 27 (P) Mrs C Dunnett 4-11-12 T Whelan (3)
2 53111 EVER SO MUCH 6 (P,D) B Haslam 5-11-11 A P McCoy
3 42000 MUBROOK 15 (D) J Riches 9-11-3 C Deutsch (7)
4 44F1F DANBY'S LEGEND 15 (D,BF) J M Jefferson 7-11-2 B Hughes
5 P303- BROTHER SCOTT 382 Mrs S Smith 7-11-2 C Bewley (7)
6 006-4 EVERGREEN FOREST 7F (B) Miss N Lloyd-Beavis 6-11-0D Bass
7 0010- GOAT CASTLE 348 (T) N Twiston-Davies 10-10-13

S Twiston-Davies
8 P43P- ASHCOTT BOY 160 N Mulholland 6-10-12 Doubtful
9 F-650 SNOWBALL 58 D Arbuthnot 7-10-10 L Aspell
10 -053R TENNESSEE BIRD 47 M Sowersby 6-10-10 G Sheehan
11 3F-32 OPERATEUR 7 B Haslam 6-10-8 Ryan D Clark (10)
12 3045- MAGGIE ARON 72F (D) J Hughes 8-10-7 R Johnson
13 -0002 MAXDELAS 10 (H,T,C) R Brotherton 8-10-1Killian Moore (5)

15-8 Ever So Much, 9-2 Operateur, 7-1 Danby's Legend, 10-1 Brother Scott,
Maxdelas, 12-1 Tennessee Bird, 14-1 others.

Carlisle
Rob Wright
2.20Monksford Lady 4.35 King Torus
2.50 Ferdy 5.05 Baltic Prince
3.25 Bright Flash 5.35 Ebony Express
4.00 Jolievitesse
Going: good to firm
Draw: 5f 193yd-6f 192yd, low numbers best
Racing UK

2.20 Nursery Handicap
(2-Y-O: £2,587: 5f 193y) (7)

1 (1) 4542 INTRUDER 17 R Fahey 9-7 T Hamilton
2 (2) 01632 DREAM APPROVAL 9 (D) D Kubler 9-4 Luke Morris
3 (5) 21560 CABBIES LOU 19 (V) N Wilson 8-12 J Haynes (3)
4 (4) 004 MAID IN ROME 57 T Easterby 8-11 A Elliott
5 (7) 360 SWEET MISSI 27 B Ellison 8-9 B A Curtis
6 (3) 554 MONKSFORD LADY 34 D McCain 8-7 P McDonald
7 (6) 565 REASSERT 121 T Easterby 8-5 D Fentiman

6-4 Dream Approval, 3-1 Intruder, 6-1 Maid In Rome, 8-1 Monksford Lady,
Sweet Missi, 12-1 Reassert, 20-1 Cabbies Lou.

2.50 Handicap (£2,587: 1m 1f 61y) (10)

1 (3) 62411 FRONTLINE PHANTOM 22 (CD) K Burke 7-9-10
P Sword (7)

2 (9) 33502 CLOUD MONKEY 19 (H) M Todhunter 4-9-9 P Makin
3 (7) 64044 ROYAL STRAIGHT 8 (T,D) Miss L Perratt 9-9-2

Sammy Jo Bell (5)
4 (6) 03-40 PAINTED TAIL 29 (D) Andrew Crook 7-9-0 D Fentiman
5 (10) 11331 REMEMBER ROCKY 14 (P,CD) Mrs L Normile 5-8-12

Megan Carberry (5)
6 (4) 23242 CALL OF DUTY 8 (C) Mrs D Sayer 9-8-12 E Sayer (5)
7 (5) 45336 LIL SOPHELLA 16 (BF) P Holmes 5-8-10 J Garritty (5)
8 (2) 22505 OUTBACKER 36 M Johnston 3-8-10 F Norton
9 (1) 23662 FERDY 14 P Green 5-8-10 R Da Silva
10 (8) 44004 SPOKESPERSON 13 (V) F Watson 6-8-10L Leadbitter (7)

3-1 Frontline Phantom, 4-1 Remember Rocky, 5-1 Cloud Monkey, Ferdy,
10-1 Call Of Duty, Lil Sophella, Outbacker, 12-1 Royal Straight, 20-1 others.

3.25 Maiden Fillies' Stakes
(2-Y-O: £2,587: 6f 192y) (9)

1 (3) 04 BOBBIE'S GIRL 14 W Haggas 9-0 G Gibbons
2 (7) 44 BRIGHT FLASH 19 D Brown 9-0 P McDonald
3 (2) 22 HOUSEMAKER 1 (BF) K Burke 9-0 D Tudhope
4 (9) 66 MANDRIA 16 D Kubler 9-0 R Winston
5 (8) MERRITT ISLAND Sir M Prescott 9-0 Doubtful
6 (4) 4 MIDNITE RIDE 14 R Fahey 9-0 T Hamilton
7 (1) NO NOT YET M Dods 9-0 C Beasley (3)
8 (6) 065 ORICANO 18 Mrs K Tutty 9-0 Gemma Tutty (5)
9 (5) TRIPLE DIP M Johnston 9-0 F Norton

7-4 Bright Flash, 2-1 Housemaker, 9-2 Bobbie's Girl, 10-1 Triple Dip, 12-1 No
Not Yet, 16-1 Midnite Ride, 50-1 Mandria, Oricano.

4.00 Maiden Stakes
(2-Y-O: £3,067: 7f 200y) (6)

1 (5) 536 DOMINADA 21 B Ellison 9-5 P McDonald
2 (2) 62 JOLIEVITESSE 26 K Burke 9-5 D Tudhope
3 (3) 5033 KIFAAYA 15 (BF) M Johnston 9-5 J Fanning
4 (4) LIFE KNOWLEDGE P Holmes 9-5 J Haynes (3)
5 (6) MISTER ARCHIE A Whillans 9-5 G Whillans (5)
6 (1) 0 SIR LANCELOTT 32 K Dalgleish 9-5 T Eaves

11-10 Dominada, 13-8 Jolievitesse, 13-2 Kifaaya, 14-1 Sir Lancelott,
25-1 Mister Archie, 40-1 Life Knowledge.

4.35 Handicap (£8,086: 7f 200y) (8)

1 (5) 25411 BARTACK 16 (V,D) D O'Meara 4-9-10 D Tudhope
2 (1) 00130 BIG JOHNNY D 11 (D) T D Barron 5-9-7 G Gibbons
3 (6) 16540 KING TORUS 11 (CD) Mrs R Carr 6-9-7 J Garritty (5)
4 (8) 00005 BURANO 54 (P,D) B Meehan 5-9-6 S Donohoe
5 (4) 22252 BOLD PREDICTION 16 (D) K Burke 4-9-5 J Haynes (3)
6 (2) 13010 SILVER RIME 18 (CD) Miss L Perratt 9-9-4 C Beasley (3)
7 (3) 03100 SHAHDAROBA 46 (P,D) M D Hammond 4-9-1

P McDonald
8 (7) 11U62 BORDER BANDIT 18 (P,D) Miss T Waggott 6-8-13

R Winston

11-4 Bartack, 4-1 King Torus, 5-1 Bold Prediction, 6-1 Border Bandit, Burano,
10-1 Big Johnny D, Silver Rime, 16-1 Shahdaroba.

5.05 Handicap (£2,726: 7f 200y) (10)

1 (3) 20600 MERCERS ROW 20 (C) Mrs K Tutty 7-9-10
Gemma Tutty (5)

2 (7) 6050- VENUTIUS 296 (D) E McMahon 7-9-8 G Gibbons
3 (6) 40645 PROPHESY 25 (P,CD) T Easterby 5-9-7 D Fentiman
4 (1) 03063 TECTONIC 8 (P,C,D) K Dalgleish 5-9-6 P Makin
5 (2) 03103 STAFFHOSS 29 M Johnston 4-9-3 F Norton
6 (5) 32565 RUNNING REEF 15 Miss T Waggott 5-9-0 R Winston
7 (9) 50662 BALTIC PRINCE 15 (C,D) P Green 4-8-10 R Da Silva
8 (8) 64-00 CONJUROR'S BLUFF 44 (P) F Watson 6-8-10

L Leadbitter (7)
9 (10) 00201 SUNI DANCER 14 (CD) P Green 3-8-8 Luke Morris
10 (4) 03420 MOUNT CHEIRON 14 Mrs D Sayer 3-8-6 P McDonald

4-1 Suni Dancer, 11-2 Running Reef, Staffhoss, 13-2 Prophesy, Tectonic,
7-1 Baltic Prince, 8-1 Mercers Row, 9-1 Mount Cheiron, 12-1 others.

5.35 Handicap (£8,086: 1m 6f 32y) (7)

1 (7) 02052 SIR FRANK MORGAN 14 (BF) M Johnston 4-10-0
J Fanning

2 (6) 02052 O MA LAD 34 (D) J J Quinn 6-9-12 Joe Doyle (5)
3 (3) 16040 NUMBER ONE LONDON 21 (P) B Meehan 4-9-11

S Donohoe
4 (5) 60335 EBONY EXPRESS 12 G A Swinbank 5-9-7 B A Curtis
5 (1) 1-04 BELL WEIR 16J Mrs D Sayer 6-9-6 E Sayer (5)
6 (2) 33561 MISS MACNAMARA 14 M Todhunter 5-9-3 P Makin
7 (4) 00021 WILLIAM OF ORANGE 5 (D) Sir M Prescott 3-9-2 Doubtful

9-4 Sir Frank Morgan, 3-1 O Ma Lad, 5-1 Miss Macnamara, Number One
London, 7-1 Ebony Express, 9-1 Bell Weir.

The International Rugby Board (IRB)
will blockSteffonArmitage’s bid to play
for France unless they are convinced
that he is exploring a nationality switch
for “bona fide sevens reasons”.
The IRB has created a window of

opportunity for capped players to
switch countries to bring its own
regulations into line with those of the
Olympic Games, which stipulate that
all participantsmust hold apassport for
the country they represent.
Any player who has not played inter-

national rugby for 18months and holds
a passport for another country can
trigger the switch by appearing in an
Olympic sevens qualification tourna-
ment, such as the IRB World Series.
Armitage is exploring his options

with France because England, for
whom he won the most recent of his
five caps in 2010, refuse to select players
based abroad. The Toulon flanker was
raised in the south of France and he
qualifies as ahome-grownplayerunder
the Top 14 quota system.
Fiji, Samoa and Tonga are all busy

examining opportunities offered by the
so-called loophole to field players who
have been capped by other nations at
next year’s World Cup and the 2016
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.
But Brett Gosper, chief executive of

the IRB, warned that the game’s world
governing body is on alert for any
potential abuses of the system. “We are
complying with the Olympic charter,”
he said. “Theobjectiveof the regulation
is that players qualify for sevens.
“There is a regulations committee

that will look at all applications for

transfer to see if it’s for bona fide sevens
reasons. The transfer will have to be
passed by the committee. For example,
if we have huge props applying for a
career in sevens, we’ll smell a rat. That’s
an obvious example and there will be
some in the grey area, but we want to
ensure the integrity of the regulation
and the spirit behind it is upheld.
“Any obvious abuses that go counter

to that spirit of why we’re doing it will
be caught in the net.”
Armitage holds obvious appeal to

Franceas a loose forward.Hewasvoted
European player of the year last season
and he can play effectively both atNo8
and at open-side flanker. He has also
played sevens for England, although
without great success.
Reports from Australia suggest that

Steve Mafi, the former Leicester for-
ward who has won ten caps for Tonga,
is being lined up by the Wallabies.
George Smith, the flanker, could move
in the opposite direction.
The Pacific Islands nations are

targeting a host of former All Blacks.
Sam Tuitupou, the Sale Sharks centre,
has been contacted byTonga, while Joe
Rokocoko and Sitiveni Sivivatu could
represent Fiji. Isaia Toeava, a member
of New Zealand’s World Cup-winning
squad in 2011, Casey Laulala and Chris
Masoe are among those linked with a
switch to Samoa.
“We will probably know in the next

couple of weeks,” Alama Ieremia, the
Samoa assistant coach, said. “We have
to make sure they can play sevens.”
New Zealand have confirmed that

they will play their first official
international in Samoa on July 8 next
year, as part of both sides’ World Cup
preparations.

IRB to tackle question of allegiances
Rugby union
Alex Lowe

Channel-hopping: Armitage, once of England, hopes to don the colours of France
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Ed Slater is expected to miss the entire
season after having surgery to repair a
torn anterior cruciate ligament. The
Leicester captain, 26, suffered the
injury while captaining England in
their midweek game against Crusaders
on the summer tour of New Zealand.
“It’s horrific for Ed in many ways,”

Richard Cockerill, Leicester’s director
of rugby, said. “It’s a critical year for us
and forhimwith theWorldCupcoming
up. He will probably spend the next 12
weeks off his feet and it will be a long

way back.” Leicester will be able to fill
the void with Brad Thorn, the New
Zealand lock, who will be available at
the start of October after recovering
from a torn bicep.
TomHomer, the London Irish utility

back, faces at least twomonthsout after
suffering knee ligament damage in the
exiles’ defeat by Harlequins on Satur-
day. It is another blow for the 24-year-
old, who missed most of last season
because of a groin injury.
AnthonyWatson, the Bath wing and

England squad member, has extended
his contract with the club until 2017.

Alex Lowe

Ferry in hot water over
comments about Deng
BasketballDanny Ferry, the
Atlanta Hawks general manager,
has been disciplined for making
racially charged comments about
Luol Deng, the Great Britain
forward, when the team pursued
the free agent this year.
WSB-TV, and Atlanta TV

station, reported that it obtained a
letter from Michael Gearon Jr, the
franchise co-owner, which cited
Ferry as saying Deng “has a little
African in him” and is “a two-
faced liar and cheat.” A spokesman
said the team’s investigation
uncovered the email written by
Bruce Levenson, the co-owner.
Ferry has apologised and claimed
he was only repeating comments
he had heard about the player.

Ding remains cautious
despite swift progress
SnookerDing Junhui raced into
the second round of the Shanghai
Masters yesterday with a 5-1 win
over Jack Lisowski, of England.
The defending champion’s hopes
of retaining his title have been
strengthened by defeats for
Ronnie O’Sullivan and Judd
Trump, both of whom were in his
half of the draw. Trump, the
Englishman, lost 5-2 to Dominic
Dale, of Wales, yesterday. “Ronnie
and Judd have gone out, but that
happens,” Ding said. “I must make
sure it doesn’t happen to me.”

Inside today

Schumacher’s care
to continue at home
Page 23
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Relaxed approach
transforms Cilic
from nearly man
to grand master
Marin Cilic was still struggling to take
everything in when he faced the media
yesterday, the morning after becoming
the US Open champion.
Cilic, Goran Ivanisevic, his coach,

and his team had celebrated long into
the Manhattan night after Monday
night’s clinical 6-3, 6-3, 6-3 victory over
Kei Nishikori, of Japan.
“Ionlygot threehours’ sleep,which is

three more than Goran had when he
won Wimbledon,” the champion, 25,
said with a smile before being whisked
here, there and everywhere with seem-
ingly every TV station and talk show in
New York wanting a few minutes with
the man of the moment.
His superb runatFlushingMeadows,

during which he dismantled Roger
Federer in the semi-finals, hasgiven the
men’s game a shake-up, fuelling much
speculation that the iron grip exerted
on the game by the so-called “big four”
of Federer, Rafael Nadal, Novak Djok-
ovic and Andy Murray, is weakening.
Murray, beaten in the quarter-finals by
Djokovic, is now No11 in the world, his
lowest ranking for six years.
“It’s life-changing, like I’m on a

different planet,” said Cilic, whose first
grand-slam title has catapulted him to
six places above the Scot.
“The feelings haven’t sunk in yet, so I

can’t really understand what I’ve done.
I felt there was an opening this year
though. Rafa didn’t play over here for
the last couple of months, Andy had a
bad back injury at the end of last year
and this seasonhedidn’t playas great as
we’ve seen him these last few years.
“So there was an opening for other

players to get to the later stages of the
tournaments. Theguys are still going to
be there. Guys like myself, Milos
Raonic, Grigor Dimitrov, Nishikori,
Juan Martín del Potro when he comes
back, I feel we’re having much
bigger opportunities.” Ivanisevic, the

mastermind behind Cilic’s triumph,
having not only instilled belief into his
countryman but kept him mentally
strong during a four-month doping ban
last year and also ironed out some
technical flaws, including tailoring his
huge serve to perfection, believes that
the challenge for honours is now wide
open.
“This is great, for sure there are three

more potential winners of majors,
which is another great story for tennis,”
he said. “I just told him to have fun. He
enjoys playing tennis. Before he had so
much weight on his shoulders. I told
him just go and play, show the world
what he can do.
“He is just more relaxed, everything

is relaxed, my approach is more
relaxed, we have fun, we joke around. I
am not a guy who is a general, pushing.
I was a player so I know when to back

off, when to push him. You have to
know. This is the result.”
Murray is out of the top ten for the

first time since 2008, a slide that started
when he was out of action after back
surgery last year and has not been
halted, given his failure to win a title
since being crowned Wimbledon
champion last summer.
His chances of reaching the ATP

Tour World Finals — the top eight in
the world qualify for the end-of-season
showpieceat theO2arena inLondon—
will rest onhis ability tomakehay in the
Asian swing of the tour while also pro-
ducing some strong results beforehand

in Paris and, potentially, Valencia. Yet
with the likes ofCilic,Nishikori, Raonic
and Dimitrov all enjoying fruitful
summers, the British No1 will need to
produce the kind of consistently good
tennis thatgaveDjokovica real fright in
New York to ensure his presence at the
O2 arena.
Murray will be aware of the new

challenges he faces, as are his rivals.
“Most of the guys on the tour are
looking to get to a position where they
know that if they are playing well they
can beat anybody,” Cilic said.
“Forme, that’swhat I thinkwill be the

huge gain from this.”

Steve Brenner New York Murray has points to make

6Andy Murray has slipped to No11
in the world and needs to return to
the top eight to earn a place at the
ATP World Tour finals in November

6The Scot is on 3,155 ranking points
for the season while Tomas Berdych,
the present No8, has 3,510.

6Murray could play in Tokyo or
Beijing at the end of September and
the Masters 1000 event in Shanghai
in October. The week after that, he
has the option of playing in Valencia
or Basle before the last Masters
1000 event in Paris on October 27.

6 In Murray’s favour is that he has
no points to defend, because he was
injured at this time last season,
while there are 1,000 points for the
winner and 600 for the runner-up in
each of the Masters events.

Serving notice: Cilic will be encouraged to believe that his defeat of Nishikori in
the US Open marks the first of many grand-slam titles that will come his way

CJ GUNTHER/EPA

Sir Bradley Wiggins moved up to fifth
in the overall standings of the Tour of
Britain yesterday after a third stage
culminating in the gruelling ascent of
The Tumble, in Monmouthshire.
Wiggins, 34, who won the race last

year, is aiming for victory in what he
has said will be his final attempt to win
the general classification in a stage race
andwill begin today’s fourth stage, from
Worcester toBristol, 24 seconds behind
Edoardo Zardini, the Italian who rides
for Bardiani.
Zardini won the 179.7-kilometre

stage from Newtown yesterday,
shaking off the challenge of Nicolas
Roche, of Tinkoff Saxo, on the final
climb to finish in 4hr 35min 2sec, nine
seconds clear of Michal Kwiatkowski,
the Pole who rides forOmega Pharma-

Wiggins puts
himself back
in contention
for final prize
Cycling
John Westerby

Exclusive to members

Follow the Tour of
Britain with our
video highlights

thetimes.co.uk/cycling

QuickStep, with the Irish rider third
andWiggins another five seconds back.
Wigginswas paced back into the race

by David López, his Sky team-mate,
enabling him to stay in touch with the
leaders.
“We wanted to keep Bradley in

contention and limit our losses,” Ben
Swift, also of Team Sky, said. “There
was a bit of a hectic run into the bottom
of TheTumble andwe lost each other a
bit, but Bradley did a great job.”
Mark Renshaw, theOmega Pharma-

QuickStep rider and overnight leader,
was left behind early on the final climb
after winning the second stage.
6Today’s 184.6-kilometre stage is a
southbound trek that features the
tricky climb of Wyche Cutting and
steep ramp of Bridge Valley Road
towards the finish, where the top con-
tenders are set to make their move.



the times |Wednesday September 10 2014 FGM 57

Comment Sport

Changing of the guard a matter of time
Matthew Syed Sports Columnist and Feature Writer of the Year

T
he changing of the guard?
That is how it seems to
many after a stunning
victory by Marin Cilic, of
Croatia, over Kei Nishikori,

the Japanese, in the final of the
US Open. It was the first time since
January 2005 that a grand-slam final
had not featured at least one of the
sport’s big three: Roger Federer,
Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic. It
is the beginning, some commentators
are saying, of a new age.
I am not so sure. I suspect we will

see a great deal more of that trio and,
indeed, Andy Murray, who briefly
increased their number to four. Nadal
will be difficult to stop at next year’s
French Open; he always is. Federer
will prove a handful at next year’s
Wimbledon; he generally does.
Djokovic, with his athleticism and
grit, will win more grand-slam titles.
Murray, who was back to near his best
in New York, will also pose a threat.
But one thing is certain: the old

guard will eventually be usurped.
Grigor Dmitrov, the Bulgarian, is
elegant and ambitious. Milos Raonic,
of Canada, is beginning to motor.
There are many juniors of superlative
talent coming through the ranks too.
Maybe not this year, maybe not next,
but soon they will emerge. Federer
will be eased aside. Nadal will fade.
Even the indefatigable Djokovic will
succumb. That is the natural order of
things. The changing of the guard is
only ever a matter of time.
We should not fear this. I have read

a dozen commentaries since the two
men’s semi-finals in New York, when
Djokovic and Federer were knocked
out by Nishikori and Cilic respectively
in short order, speculating about the
future of tennis. These rivalries,
particularly between Federer and
Nadal, have sparked a world-wide
resurgence in tennis. There is a worry
that the game will lose its fizz when
they depart the stage. This, it seems
to me, is quite wrong. Change is often
a blessing for sport, as it is for life.
In his commencement address at

the elite Stanford University in 2005
(a speech almost as inspirational as
John Cleese’s funeral oration for
Graham Chapman), Steve Jobs, the
co-founder of Apple, reflected on the

process of change. He had been
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer a
few months previously and was in
remission. He was reflective, talking
about the importance of pursuing
one’s dreams. But he was also
philosophical and wise. He talked
about the inevitability of the ageing
process and why, viewed from a
particular perspective, it is a blessing.
“Death is very likely the single best

invention of life,” he said. “It is life’s
change agent. It clears out the old to
make way for the new. Right now the
new is you, but someday not too long
from now, you will gradually become
the old and be cleared away. Sorry to
be so dramatic, but it is quite true.”
It is a perspective that is dramatised

beautifully by sport, which, almost by
its nature, provides a way of
confronting, and reconciling ourselves
to, the process of ageing. We see older

players, our heroes, unable to cut it.
We see them wither and fade. It is
poignant, often sad, sometimes
crushing. But in these moments we
also glimpse something vital and
inspirational: we see new heroes,
fresh narratives, new rivalries. Sport,
like life, is dynastic. It is self-renewing.
These moments are all around us

and always have been. When
Muhammad Ali burst on to the scene,
he seemed brash and was rather
unwelcome. In one of his earliest
bouts he confronted Archie Moore,
the great light-heavyweight. Many
hoped that Moore would button the
“Louisville Lip”, but over four
chastening rounds, Moore aged. He
was already in his forties, but he left
the ring an old man, grey and
wizened. It was a moment of sadness,
to be sure, but it was also one of
renewal. Ali changed the sport. He

held his hands low, leant from the
waist and recited poetry. Boxing had
left one age and joined the next.
We see these moments in team

sports, too. In 1995, Sir Alex Ferguson
sold Paul Ince, Mark Hughes and
Andrei Kanchelskis, his ageing stars.
Many people, including Manchester
United fans, thought that he had
taken leave of his senses. Even the
graduates of the club’s youth team,
spearheaded by David Beckham,
Ryan Giggs and Gary Neville,
wondered if they were ready for their
elevation. But, alongside their team-
mates, they changed football. United’s
1998-99 treble-winning season — the
FA Cup semi-final replay against
Arsenal, the comeback against
Juventus in Turin, the miracle of the
Champions League final against
Bayern Munich at the Nou Camp —
remains one of the most pulsating in

history. Ferguson’s genius as a
manager, in large part, resided in the
clarity with which he perceived the
moment of transition; the precise
instant when to change the guard. He
was unsentimental about age, always
alert to signs of decay, even in his
most valued lieutenants. But, like
Jobs, he was endlessly sentimental
about youth. “Older players will see a
wall and run around it,” he once said.
“Young players will drive right
through it.”
When Ali won the heavyweight

title for an unprecedented third time
with victory over Leon Spinks in 1978,
Howard Cosell, the legendary
announcer, used the moment to
provide one of the most cherished
pieces of sports commentary, citing
the Bob Dylan song Forever Young.
“May your hands always be busy, may
your feet always be swift. May you
have a strong foundation, when the
winds of changes shift. May your
heart always be joyful, and may your
song always be sung. May you stay
forever young.”
Cosell knew, of course, as Dylan

did, that the words were merely
poetic. None of us stays forever
young. We do our best, we strive,
but, in the end, we fade. That is true
of Ali, Dylan, Beckham and Ferguson.
It is true of the tennis stars, with
whom we have lived and breathed
these past ten years: Federer, Nadal,
Djokovic. Their three-way rivalry
(four-way, if you include Murray) has
provided one of the great dramas in
sport. In time, however, it will be seen
as but one chapter in a wider, richer
story.
That is really the point. Change

happens whether we like it or not,
and it is only by accepting it that we
live to our fullest. As Jobs put it at the
climax of that beautiful speech: “Your
time is limited, so don’t waste it living
someone else’s life. Don’t be trapped
by dogma, which is living with the
results of other people’s thinking.
Don’t let the noise of others’ opinions
drown out your own inner voice. And
most important, have the courage to
follow your heart and intuition. They
somehow already know what you
truly want to become. Everything else
is secondary.”

Autumn of his career: even Federer, pictured during his defeat by Cilic in New York, will have to bow to time at some point

JASON O’BRIEN/ACTION IMAGES
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Yorkshire’s top
order damages
slim title hopes
of nearest rivals

There is much more to Yorkshire’s
opening partnership of AdamLyth and
Alex Lees than their neatly alliterative
names. Time and again this season, the
combined efforts of the left-handed
pairing have given their side a head
start and yesterday they propelled
Yorkshire another significant step
closer to clinching the LV= County
Championship title.
Nottinghamshire, the second-placed

team, began the game 26 points behind
the leaders and fell farther adrift as
Lyth and Lees were adding 176 for the
first wicket, their fourth century stand
of the season. Their average opening
partnership this season is 76 and,
from this secure base, Yorkshire
have established themselves as the
championship’s dominant force.
A draw will almost certainly be

enough to clinch the title with one
match remainingand, although the late
loss of three wickets for 17 runs lifted
Nottinghamshire’s spirits on an easy-
paced pitch, a first title since 2001 is
within Yorkshire’s grasp.
Lyth, 26,whomade251 in the innings

victory over Lancashire last week,
strokedhisway toa sixthchampionship
hundred of the season, passing 1,500
first-class runs in the process, while
Lees, 21, made 86, continuing an
excellent second season after earning
selection for England Lions last winter.
The names of both will feature in the
discussions of selectors choosing a

Lions party to tour South Africa this
winter.
There is a marked contrast in their

physical appearances, Lees broad-
shouldered and 6ft 3in, while Lyth is
wiry and seven inches shorter. Lees
likes to reach out to drive powerfully
through the off side, Lyth waits a little
longer until the ball is under his nose.
“They complement each other well,”
Jason Gillespie, the Yorkshire head
coach, said.
Lyth played with restraint yesterday,

reaching his hundred from 180 balls
with 14 fours before he chipped a return
catch to Gary Keedy.
For all their excellence, both could

have fallen cheaply if Nottinghamshire
had held their catches. Lyth edged the
second ball of the day, from Luke
Fletcher, and was reprieved by Chris
Read behind the stumps.
Lees, thrusting a little too firmly at

the left-armspinofKeedy,wasdropped
twice at short leg before Riki Wessels
took the third such chance that came
his way.
Once Nottinghamshire had finally

seen the back of the prolific openers,
they found themselves confronted by
Gary Ballance and Joe Root. While
Root looked unhappy to be given
leg-before to a ball fromHarry Gurney
that swung back, Ballance remains
unbeaten on 82, but the platform had
been laid by Lyth and Lees.
When Andrew Gale, the Yorkshire

captain, dropped himself earlier in the
season to accommodate the return of
Root, hismotivationwas a desire not to
break up his side’s promising opening
partnership.Gale, who is suspended for
this game, was on the balcony
applauding his team-mates’ efforts
yesterday andYorkshirehavebenefited
from his shrewd judgment.

Trent Bridge (first day of four; Yorkshire won toss):
Yorkshire have scored 319 for four wickets against
Nottinghamshire

John Westerby

Nottinghamshire
v Yorkshire

Laying the foundations: Lyth plays a late cut during his valuable century that put
Yorkshire in command at Trent Bridge and followed his 251 against Lancashire

ALLAN MCKENZIE / SWPIX.COM

Surrey become
latest side to
stall leaders’
promotion bid

ForMoeenAli, thehomely atmosphere
at New Road yesterday could not have
contrasted more sharply with the
hatred directed towards him from the
stands at Edgbaston two days earlier.
Affection pervaded when he walked
out to bat, cameon to bowl and,most of
all, when he raised his bat to celebrate a
half-century.
Only when it was announced on the

public address system that a bake-off
contested by players and staff based on
the television show had raised £600 for
charity were the cheers louder, and
then not by much. This felt very much
like a homecoming for the beard of the
moment on his first appearance for the
county since the end of June.
After the loss ofDarylMitchell to the

fourthball of the game,Moeengave the
crowd what they wanted, strikingMatt
Dunn for three off-side boundaries in
only the fourth over and setting the
tone for a run-rate that almost touched
five per over for the first two sessions
and would have embarrassed certain
England one-day scorecards.
His innings also reflected the

downside of the Worcestershire
performance. Having celebrated his
fifty with a tenth four, he immediately
fell to the pace of Dunn to leave the
impression of promise unfulfilled.
Having won the toss, the

Worcestershire topordergaveaway too
manywickets against the swinging ball.
The county have lost their past two

games and are stuttering towards the
points they need to seal promotion.
From 133 for six, they needed a stand of
95 in 22 overs between Joe Leach,
dropped off a sharp chance by Zafar
Ansari at slip third ball, and Tom
Kohler-Cadmore to give the innings
respectability.
The pair hit ten and nine fours

respectively in their fifties, but
to describe their operation as a
counterattack would be wrong because
therewasnothingdefensiveaboutwhat
had gone on hitherto.
The attack of Dunn, Stuart Meaker

and Jade Dernbach carried enough
speed and hostility to exploit a good
surface with bounce and carry. They
were also expensive at times, but
Gareth Batty, one of four former
Worcestershire players in the Surrey
side, provided control.
Charlie Morris, the 22-year-old

Worcestershire bowler, performed as
well as any of the visiting attack in the
final hour, but Mitchell McClenaghan
was less disciplined and Rory Burns
was especially quick to capitalise,
leaving Surrey strongly positioned.

Lancashire stage recovery in their attempt to survive

Worcester (Worcestershire won toss): Surrey, with
all first-innings wickets in hand, are 213 runs behind
Worcestershire

Richard Hobson

Worcestershire v Surrey

As late-season fate would have it, the
four teams most threatened with one
remaining relegation place are pitted
against each other this week.
Lancashire, in greatest danger,

recovered at Hove yesterday, where
three of the five championship games
this summer have ended in fewer than
eight sessions.
From148 for seven, they reached320,

Luke Procter offering an unbeaten 81.
Sussex faced two overs without scoring
by the close.
For their part,Durham, “fresh” from

their triumph 300 miles north in the
50-over semi-final on Saturday, came
back from 24 for three at Lord’s against
Middlesex. Scott Borthwick (unbeaten
on 169 overnight) and Ben Stokes, who
belted 85 from 139 balls, put on 176 in an
eventual total of 348 for seven. Paul
Collingwood chipped in with a fifty.
History wasmade in the second divi-

sion at Bristol where Alex Gidman, the
Gloucestershire captain, and Gareth
Roderick added 392 for the thirdwicket
against Leicestershire. It was the high-
est championship partnership for any
wicket for the home side, who finished
on a colossal 513 for five.
At Chelmsford, two sides who retain

outside hopes of promotion traded
wickets, Darren Stevens, ofKent, going
past his 250th scalp in the evening.
Essex gave a debut to James Porter, a
seamer, taking the number of players in

their campaign this year to 25. Kent
made 198 thanks to the two Sams:
Billings,with51, andNortheast,with 117.
Nobody else reached 12. Essex ended
on 97 for four.
Derbyshire, going for a fourth

successive championship win, reduced
Glamorgan to 158 for six at Cardiff, but
Chris Cooke, the South African, made
74 and Graham Wagg, once of
Derbyshire, hit 62 as the home side
reached 282. Derbyshire were eight
without loss in three overs to the close.

Round-up
Neville Scott

Hannon-Dalby and Barker put Warwickshire in command

ForWarwickshire to keep alive remote
hopes of the championship this year,
they had realistically to sweep to a
full-points victory in this game and rely

onNottinghamshire to inflict defeat on
Yorkshire in a low-scoring match at
Trent Bridge.
They remain roughly on course for

the former, but chances of a paucity of
runs at Nottingham had effectively
gone by lunch yesterday. Nothing
daunted, their seamers collectively
located better direction on a mottled
pitch that offered encouragement and
knocked Northamptonshire down
from 151 for three, 65 minutes after the
interval, to an eventual 273 all out.

OliverHannon-Dalby, the best of the
bowlers in themorning,went on to four
for 57, his best championship figures
since joining from Yorkshire last year,
and Keith Barker, who dictated the key
mid-afternoondeclinewith threewick-
ets in 11 balls, finished with four for 61.
It was a curious innings from a

Northamptonshire team who resolved
the first of this campaign’s issues when
they were relegated on Friday. Trying
to avoid becoming the third team to
pass through a first-division summer

without awin, theyoffered three stands
and as many collapses.
The longest resistance came in an

eighth-wicket alliance of 90, after four
men had fallen for 18 runs, which
secured two batting points. Ben
Duckett, profiting from three sharp
reprieves, made 55 and Andrew Hall,
the veteran South African released a
fortnight ago, reached 43.
Their efforts went some way to

rewarding James Kettleborough’s 71
earlier, before the 22-year-old, who

batted through the morning, fell three
short of a championship best in his
sixth appearance.
Adam Rossington, six months his

junior and another of promise as
Northamptonshire begin to rebuild
after a demoralising flirtation with
top-flight cricket, made 44 until
providing one of five catches to Tim
Ambrose behind the stumps.
Although IanWestwood went in the

third over of the reply, Warwickshire
ended on top.

Edgbaston (first day of four; Warwickshire won toss):
Warwickshire, with nine first-innings wickets in hand,
are 194 runs behind Northamptonshire

Neville Scott

Warwickshire v
Northamptonshire
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Football
Euro 2016 qualifying
Group B
Andorra (1) 1 Wales (1) 2
Lima 6 (pen)
10,000

Bale 22, 81

Other results: Group A: Kazakhstan 0 Latvia 0;
Czech Republic 2 Holland 1. Group B: Bosnia-
Herzegovina 1 Cyprus 2. Group H: Azerbaijan 1
Bulgaria 2; Croatia 2 Malta 0; Norway 0 Italy 2.

Under-21 Euro 2015 qualifying
Group one
Moldova (0) 0 England (1) 3
2,500 Berahino 16, 51

Kane 84

Lithuania (0) 1 Wales (0) 1
Tamulevicius 81 Evans 90+1

Other result:Groupone:Finland5SanMarino0.
Vanarama Conference: Aldershot 0 Woking 1;
Alfreton 1 Altrincham 1; Bristol Rovers 1
Wrexham 0; Chester FC 0 Torquay 2; Dartford 2
Eastleigh 2; Gateshead 4 AFC Telford 1; Lincoln
3Grimsby 2;Macclesfield 1Halifax 1;Nuneaton
1 Forest Green Rovers 0; Southport 1 Kidder-
minster 0; Welling United 2 Braintree Town 1.
North:AFC Fylde 2 Bradford PA 1; Boston Utd 2
Oxford City 7; Chorley 1 North Ferriby Utd 0;
Gainsborough1Tamworth 1; Guiseley 1Colwyn
Bay 1; Harrogate 1 Stalybridge 0; Hyde 0
Hednesford 1; Leamington 4 Gloucester City 1;
Worcester 2 Lowestoft 1. South: Concord
Rangers 3 Bishop Stortford 3; Havant and
Waterlooville 2 Hemel Hempstead 0 Maiden-
head Utd 0 Farnborough 1; Wealdstone 1 Bath
City 2; Weston-s-Mare 3 Ebbsfleet Utd 2;
Whitehawk 0 Sutton Utd 2.

Cricket
LV= County Championship
First division
Nottinghamshire v Yorkshire
Trent Bridge (first day of four; Yorkshire won
toss):Yorkshire,withsixfirst-inningswickets in
hand, have scored319againstNottinghamshire.
Yorkshire: First Innings
A Lyth c and b Keedy 122
A Z Lees c Wessels b Keedy 86
G S Ballance not out 82
*J E Root lbw b Gurney 11
†J M Bairstow c Lumb b Fletcher 2
J A Leaning not out 8
Extras (b 4, lb 4) 8
Total (4 wkts, 96 overs) 319
A U Rashid, T T Bresnan, S A Patterson,
R J Sidebottom and J A Brooks to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-176, 2-271, 3-289, 4-298.

Bowling: Fletcher 14-5-34-1; Gurney 20-2-82-1;
Ball 15-3-44-0; Keedy 25-1-93-2; Mullaney
13-2-32-0; Patel 9-1-26-0.
Nottinghamshire: S J Mullaney, A D Hales, M J
Lumb,JWATaylor,SRPatel,MHWessels,*†CM
WRead, L JFletcher, JTBall,HFGurney,GKeedy.
Umpires: R J Bailey and M J Saggers.

Warwickshire v Northamptonshire
Edgbaston (first day of four; Warwickshire
won toss): Warwickshire, with nine-first
innings wickets in hand, are 194 runs behind
Northamptonshire
Northamptonshire: First Innings
*S D Peters c Ambrose b Hannon-Dalby 35
J M Kettleborough c Ambrose b Clarke 71
K J Coetzer b Hannon-Dalby 2
R I Keogh c Westwood b Barker 3
†A M Rossington c Ambrose b Barker 44
J D Middlebrook c Ambrose b Barker 1
B M Duckett c and b Patel 55
D J Willey lbw b Barker 0
A J Hall c Ambrose b Hannon-Dalby 43
N Wagner c Hain b Hannon-Dalby 4
M Azharullah not out 0
Extras (b 1, lb 12, nb 2) 15
Total (77.3 overs) 273
Fall of wickets: 1-63, 2-79, 3-87, 4-151, 5-152,
6-169, 7-169, 8-265, 9-273.
Bowling:Woakes 16-4-59-0; Barker 17-1-61-4;
Hannon-Dalby 17.3-4-57-4; Clarke 18-2-47-1;
Patel 9-0-36-1.
Warwickshire: First Innings
*V Chopra not out 43
I J Westwood c Hall b Willey 1
W T S Porterfield not out 24
Extras (lb 2, w 5, nb 4) 11
Total (1 wkt, 16 overs) 79
I J L Trott, S RHain, †T RAmbrose, C RWoakes,
KHDBarker, JSPatel, RClarkeandOJHannon-
Dalby to bat.
Fall of wicket: 1-9.
Bowling:Willey 4-2-22-1; Azharullah 5-1-22-0;
Wagner 5-0-28-0; Middlebrook 2-1-5-0.
Umpires: N G B Cook and R T Robinson.

Middlesex v Durham
Lord’s (first day of four; Durham won toss):
Durham, with three first-innings wickets in
hand, have scored 348 against Middlesex
Durham: First Innings
M D Stoneman c Simpson b Murtagh 4
K K Jennings b Murtagh 0
S G Borthwick not out 169
M J Richardson c Malan b Murtagh 4
B A Stokes c Simpson b Dexter 85
*P D Collingwood lbw b Murtagh 59
G J Muchall lbw b Finn 0
†P Mustard lbw b Roland-Jones 15
J W Hastings not out 0
Extras (b 4, lb 5, w 1, nb 2) 12
Total (7 wkts, 96 overs) 348
C Rushworth and P K D Chase to bat.

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-20, 3-24, 4-200, 5-294,
6-295, 7-346.
Bowling: Murtagh 22-2-91-4; Finn 19-1-88-1;
Roland-Jones 19-4-68-1; Dexter 11-1-37-1;
Rayner 25-4-55-0.
Middlesex: *C J L Rogers, S D Robson,
D JMalan, E J GMorgan, N J Dexter, †J A Simp-
son, P R Stirling, O P Rayner, T S Roland-Jones,
T J Murtagh, S T Finn.
Umpires: N L Bainton and D J Millns.

Sussex v Lancashire
Hove (first day of four; Sussex won toss):
Sussex, with all first-innings wickets in hand,
are 320 runs behind Lancashire
Lancashire: First Innings
P J Horton lbw b Magoffin 16
U T Khawaja c Brown b Zaidi 45
A G Prince c Yardy b Hatchett 0
K R Brown c Joyce b Jordan 1
S J Croft c Brown b Hatchett 49
†J C Buttler c Zaidi b Magoffin 9
T C Smith c sub b Zaidi 12
L A Procter not out 81
*G Chapple c Wells b Magoffin 28
S C Kerrigan c Hatchett b Magoffin 25
J M Anderson lbw b Zaidi 28
Extras (b 2, lb 10, nb 14) 26
Total (91.5 overs) 320
Fall of wickets: 1-32, 2-33, 3-34, 4-96, 5-115,
6-135, 7-148, 8-192, 9-260.
Bowling: Magoffin 25-4-96-4; Jordan 26-5-
95-1; Hatchett 23-4-75-2; Zaidi 15.5-3-36-3;
Wells 2-0-6-0.
Sussex: First Innings
C D Nash not out 0
L W P Wells not out 0
Total (no wkt, 2 overs) 0
M H Yardy, *E C Joyce, C Cachopa, L J Wright,
†BCBrown,SAAZaidi, C J Jordan,S JMagoffin
and L J Hatchett to bat.
Bowling: Anderson 1-1-0-0; Chapple 1-1-0-0.
Umpires: M J D Bodenham and J W Lloyds.

Second division
Worcestershire v Surrey
Worcester (first day of four; Worcestershire
wontoss):Surrey,withall first-inningswickets
in hand, are 213 runs behind Worcestershire
Worcestershire: First Innings
*D K H Mitchell c Burns b Dernbach 0
R K Oliver c Batty b Dernbach 23
M M Ali b Dunn 54
T C Fell lbw b Dunn 0
A N Kervezee c Wilson b Dunn 18
T Kohler-Cadmore c Burns b Ansari 51
†O B Cox c Ansari b Meaker 0
J Leach c Solanki b Batty 70

J D Shantry c Roy b Meaker 21
M J McClenaghan not out 0
C A J Morris b Batty 0
Extras (b 12, lb 12, w 11) 35
Total (76.3 overs) 272
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-59, 3-70, 4-99, 5-131,
6-133, 7-228, 8-272, 9-272.
Bowling: Dernbach 18-6-54-2; Dunn 15-2-68-3;
Meaker 17-0-85-2; Batty 20.3-8-31-2; Ansari
6-3-10-1.
Surrey: First Innings
R J Burns not out 40
Z S Ansari not out 16
Extras (w 1, nb 2) 3
Total (no wkt, 17 overs) 59
V S Solanki, S M Davies, J J Roy, *†G CWilson,
GJBatty,AKapil, JWDernbach,SCMeakerand
M P Dunn to bat.
Bowling: McClenaghan 4-0-30-0; Morris 6-3-
13-0; Shantry 4-0-14-0; Ali 3-2-2-0.
Umpires: N G C Cowley and J H Evans.

Essex v Kent
Chelmsford (first day of four; Kent won toss):
Essex, with six first-innings wickets in hand,
are 101 runs beind Kent
Kent: First Innings
D J Bell-Drummond c Westley b Ryder 1
*R W T Key c Foster b Masters 0
B W Harmison c Westley b Masters 9
B P Nash lbw b Masters 4
S A Northeast c Panesar b Ryder 117
D I Stevens lbw b Porter 11
†S W Billings lbw b Napier 51
J C Tredwell c Browne b Napier 2
M E Claydon c Ryder b Napier 0
A E N Riley lbw b Panesar 2
M D Hunn not out 0
Extras (lb 1) 1
Total (61.4 overs) 198
Fall ofwickets: 1-1, 2-1, 3-13, 4-14, 5-37, 6-120,
7-136, 8-136, 9-166.
Bowling: Masters 17-5-44-3; Ryder 15.4-3-
54-2; Napier 13-4-44-3; Porter 11-1-41-1;
Panesar 5-1-14-1.
Essex: First Innings
T Westley c Harmison b Claydon 0
N L J Browne c Billings b Stevens 28
J C Mickleburgh lbw b Stevens 15
R S Bopara c Tredwell b Stevens 21
J D Ryder not out 28
*†J S Foster not out 5
Total (4 wkts, 34 overs) 97
K S Velani, D D Masters, G R Napier,
M S Panesar and J A Porter to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-38, 3-62, 4-67.
Bowling: Claydon 11-4-17-1; Stevens 16-6-
32-3; Hunn 4-1-27-0; Harmison 1-0-13-0; Riley
2-0-8-0.
Umpires: S C Gale and I J Gould.

Glamorgan v Derbyshire
SWALEC Stadium (first day of four; Glamorgan
won toss): Derbyshire, with all first-innings
wickets in hand, are 274 runs behindGlamorgan
Glamorgan: First Innings
J A Rudolph lbw b Palladino 9
W D Bragg lbw b White 22
G P Rees b Durston 28
C B Cooke c Madsen b Durston 74
J Allenby c Madsen b Footitt 6
D L Lloyd c Durston b Wainwright 23
*†M A Wallace b Footitt 7
G G Wagg b Palladino 62
D A Cosker not out 13
K A Bull b Palladino 4
M G Hogan c Cross b Footitt 10
Extras (b 1, lb 19, nb 4) 24
Total (90.1 overs) 282
Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-68, 3-76, 4-82, 5-126,
6-158, 7-249, 8-263, 9-271.
Bowling: Footitt 21.1-8-61-3; Palladino 21-10-
34-3; Durston 16-2-69-2; White 10-2-28-1;
Wainwright 18-3-52-1; Hughes 4-0-18-0.
Derbyshire: First Innings
B T Slater not out 4
B A Godleman not out 0
Extras (lb 4) 4
Total (no wkt, 3 overs) 8
*W L Madsen, C A Pujara, W J Durston,
A L Hughes, †G D Cross, D J Wainwright, A P
Palladino, M H A Footitt andWAWhite to bat.
Bowling: Hogan 2-1-4-0; Cosker 1-1-0-0.
Umpires: N A Mallender and N J Llong.

Gloucestershire v Leicestershire
Bristol (first day of four; Gloucestershire won
toss): Gloucestershire, with five first-innings
wickets in hand, have scored 513 against
Leicestershire
Gloucestershire: First Innings
W A Tavare c O’Brien b Sheikh 15
C D J Dent c Smith b Freckingham 24
†G H Roderick c Eckersley b Freckingham 171
*A P R Gidman not out 221
H J H Marshall lbw b Shreck 13
I A Cockbain lbw b Taylor 0
W R S Gidman not out 5
Extras (b 12, lb 6, w 2, nb 44) 64
Total (5 wkts, 96 overs) 513
T M J Smith, D A Payne, C N Miles and
L C Norwell to bat.
Fall of wickets: 1-39, 2-47, 3-439, 4-466, 5-491.
Bowling: Shreck 23-6-87-1; Freckingham 20-1-
113-2; Sheikh 15-2-78-1; Taylor 15-0-76-1;Naik
19-2-113-0; Redfern 3-0-20-0; Robson 1-0-8-0.
Leicestershire: G P Smith, A J Robson,
J H Eckersley, D J Redfern, *J J Cobb,
†N J O’Brien, R M L Taylor, J K H Naik, C E
Shreck, A Sheikh, O H Freckingham.
Umpires: S J O’Shaughnessy and S A Garratt.

First Test
West Indies v Bangladesh
Kingstown (final day of five): West Indies beat
Bangladesh by an innings
West Indies: First Innings 484-7 dec
(K C Brathwaite 212, S Chanderpaul 85 not out,
C H Gayle 64, D M Bravo 62; T Islam 5 for 135)
Second Innings
C H Gayle not out 9
K C Brathwaite not out 4
Total (no wkt, 2.4 overs) 13
Bowling: Hossain 1.4-0-9-0; Islam 1-0-4-0.
Bangladesh: First Innings 182 (M Haque 51;
S J Benn 5 for 39)
Second Innings (overnight 0-0)
*†M Rahim c Bravo b Taylor 116
M N Hossain c Gabriel b Roach 19
S H Chowdhury lbw b Roach 0
T Islam b Gabriel 0
M R Hossain b Gabriel 0
A Hossain not out 0
Extras (b 12, lb 4, w 2, nb 1) 19
Total (113.3 overs) 314
Fall of wickets: 1-11, 2-81, 3-104, 4-107, 5-237,
6-279, 7-291, 8-292, 9-292.
Bowling: Taylor 17.3-3-64-1; Roach 22-6-64-4;
Gabriel 17-9-25-2; Blackwood 12-1-51-0; Benn
28-8-44-2; Gayle 17-3-50-1.
Umpires: M Erasmus (South Africa) and
R K Illingworth (England).

Cycling
Tour of Britain
Third stage (Newtown to The Tumble,
179.7km): 1, E Zardini (It, Bardiani) 4hr 35min
2sec; 2,MKwiatkowski (Pol,OmegaPharma)at
9sec behind; 3, N Roche (Ire, Tinkoff-Saxo) 11;
4, D Teuns (Bel, BMC Racing) same time;
5, B Wiggins (GB, Team Sky) 14sec. Leading
overall positions: 1, Zardini 11hr 30min 21sec;
2, Kwiatkowski at 13sec behind; 3, Roche 17;
4, Teuns 21; 5, Wiggins 24.

Results and scoreboards

Fixtures

Cricket
LV= County Championship: Second day of four
(10.30; 96 overs minimum): First division:
Lord’s: Middlesex v Durham. Trent Bridge:
Nottinghamshire v Yorkshire. Hove: Sussex v
Lancashire. Edgbaston:Warwickshire v North-
amptonshire. Second division: Chelmsford:
Essex v Kent. SWALEC Stadium: Glamorgan v
Derbyshire. Bristol: Gloucestershire v Leices-
tershire. Worcester: Worcestershire v Surrey.

Cycling
Tour of Britain: Fourth stage.

Ajmal stays positive despite ban
Saeed Ajmal is in danger of missing the
World Cup next year after being
banned from bowling with immediate
effect as the highest-profile casualty of
the ICC crackdown against suspect
actions.
Biomechanical tests conducted at

theNationalCricketCentre inBrisbane
revealed that Ajmal bent his arm
beyond the permitted 15 degrees for
every one of his deliveries, not simply
the “doosra”. Although Pakistan can
appeal, he will be suspended for a full
year if a fresh examination endorses
the findings.
The World Cup begins in February

andAjmal, who heads the ICC one-day
bowling rankings, is fundamental to
Pakistan’s chancesof success.At theage
of 36, hemay struggle to alter an action
that has served him so well for so long
and, even if he does, his effectiveness
may be diminished.
Ajmal put a brave face on the

disappointment, pledging to be cleared
in good time for the tournament. “My
elbow is not usual [as the result of an
accident], so that is why it seems that I
bend it more than the normal
15 degrees allowed,” he said. “I am
positive about this and not worried.
Once they consider my medical
reports, I am sure there should not be
any problem.”
Since making his Test debut five

years ago, Ajmal has taken more
international wickets (442) across the
three formats than any other bowler in
the world. His “doosra” was reported in
2009 and cleared a month later, but he
was reported again after theTestmatch
against Sri Lanka in Galle last month.
The Pakistan Cricket Board was

taken by surprise at the results and
Shaharyar Khan, the chairman,
backtracked from his initial promise to
appeal immediately. He said later that

and engineering groups in Brisbane
andCanberra to investigate technology
that can be worn on the arm to assess
the legality of actions during matches.
It is based around “inertial” sensors
that have also been used in mobile
telephones and car crash impact-
detection systems.
As well as the reliability of

information, the governing body will
have to determine operational issues:
what would happen if the pads slip and
whether results should be acted upon
immediately or at the end of an over, a

session, a day’s play or a game. “We are
in the final stages of testing, but there is
still a long way to go,” an ICC
spokesman said.
In England this summer, Ajmal

was instrumental in helping
Worcestershire to the brink of
promotion from the second division of
the LV=County Championship. He
took 63 wickets in nine appearances,
but the county will monitor
developments before inviting him back
in 2015, when his availability is likely to
be restricted to the first two months.

Richard Hobson
Deputy Cricket Correspondent

Under the spotlight

Saeed Ajmal (Pakistan) Banned
with immediate effect after all his
deliveries were measured beyond
the 15degrees of tolerance.
Kane Williamson (New Zealand)
Undergoing remedial work after
being reported in July, but his
bowling is secondary to his batting.
Sachithra Senanayake (Sri Lanka)
Deemed to have thrown this season
against England, but hopes to play
in the return series in November.
Prosper Utseya (Zimbabwe) Under
assessment, having been reported
after a one-day game against South
Africa in Bulawayo.
Shane Shillingford (West Indies)
Has been banned twice, but is
available at present as long as he
does not bowl the “doosra”.

his board is “weighing all options”.
Khan said: “Our experts understood
that the ‘doosra’ may be suspected, but
that proved wrong because his entire
action was called illegal. That is a
concern for us.”
The “doosra” — the ball from an off

spinner turning from leg to off — has
long been held under suspicion outside
the sub-continent. Changes designed
to place greater scrutiny on illegal
actions were agreed by the ICC cricket
committee in June, with a number of
casualties since.
Australia will be the first opposition

to benefit fromAjmal’s absence. He has
loomed large in their preparations for
the 20-over, one-day and Test matches
in the UAE next month; they even
hired Muttiah Muralitharan to help
batsmen in the nets and chose Glenn
Maxwell because of a relatively good
record against Ajmal.
The ICC is in the third phase of an

agreement with cricket, sports science

Degree of concern: Pakistan will hope Ajmal can return by the 2015 World Cup

Ali aiming to
take the edge
off Edgbaston

Moeen Ali has played down the
controversy over his booing by India
supporters in the Twenty20
international at Edgbaston three days
ago asAngusPortermoved sharply last
night to clarify comments that the
player should take the spiteful
reception as a compliment about his
ability.
Ali wants to become a role model for

British-born Asians in supporting
England rather than the country of
their parents or grandparents. He said:
“Sunday has gone, I hope it will not
happen again. It did not bother me one
bit. I expected it a little bit, but not as
much as it was.
“I think a small group just booed,

others jumpedon thebandwagonand it
went from there. I do not care really. I
do not know the reason for it. I do not
want to cause controversy and say too
much, just look forward to playing
again for England.”
Ali spoke to Porter, the chief

executive of the Professional
Cricketers’ Association, on Monday
and decided not to take the matter
further, though Munir, his father,
described the crowd behaviour as
“disgraceful”.
Porter sought to take the sting out of

the controversy, but his initial response
provoked strong criticism on social
media. He said: “You are more likely to
boo someone when you think they are
someone to be feared. Take it as a
positive, you would rather be booed
than ignored.”
He added later: “The booing was

poor and racist behaviour is completely
unacceptable. I was trying to calm a
situation and I realise it had completely
the opposite effect. I unequivocally
condemn any form of racism.”

Richard Hobson

GARETH COPLEY/GETTY IMAGES
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Walcott vows he
will soon be up
to speed after
injury layoff

T
heo Walcott intends to prove
that he remains the quickest
member of Arsenal’s jet-
heeled front line when he
returns from his nine-month

injury layoff, despite Arsène Wenger
spending almost £50million this sum-
mer to add the raw speed of Danny
Welbeck and Alexis Sánchez.
Walcott has not featured for the club

since rupturing the anterior cruciate
ligament in his left knee in his side’s FA
Cup third-round victory over Totten-
hamHotspur on January 4, but expects
to be available for competitive action in
a matter of “weeks, rather than
months”.
The 25-year-old insisted last night

thathewouldnot be ready to faceSpurs
on September 27 and a return after the
October international break is thought
to be more likely. He is adamant,
though, that when he does come back,
he will have lost none of his pace. His
rehabilitation regime has focused on
building the strength in his legs — he
claims, only mildly tongue in cheek, to
have “the best pair” inWenger’s squad,
and confesses to having developed “a
bit of an obsession” with legs— to such
an extent that he believes he may be
even quicker when he returns.
Walcott knows that hewill have to be

if he is to restore his place in Arsenal’s
private history. Formore thanadecade,
Wenger has noted down his players’
times in a 40-metre sprint. At the start
of his Arsenal career,Walcott recorded
a timeof4.72sec, awhiskerquicker than
Thierry Henry’s 4.73. This summer,
Walcott’s record fell toHéctor Bellerín,
the reserve team right back, who
managed 4.71.
Walcott has made it his mission to

win back his status as the fastestman at
the club, but knows that he will face
competition not just from Bellerín but
from the likes ofWelbeck and Sánchez.
“It was wind-assisted,” Walcott,

speaking at Sportwaves, a charity exhi-
bition and auction, joked. “I was there
to see him do it. I had it a long time;
there’sno trophyoranything, just awell

done from the boss. I wasn’t upset—all
records are there to bebroken—but it’s
a goal of mine to get it back.
“I hope to be quicker when I come

back, definitely. You have to look at
these injuries as a blessing at times. I
haveneverhad theopportunity towork
on the strength in my legs and, with
that, I think I should be quicker and
stronger.
“It is the one thing I have not tested

yet — whether I am still the fastest at
Arsenal. I will test that last. The players
the boss has added are very, very fast.
They will fit the bill perfectly.
“Alexis has settled in very quickly.

Danny is a good guy — I have worked
with him with England — and I know
he is a hard worker. He always puts his
heart on the line. At times, I thought he
has needed to be more selfish, so I was
very happy [when he scored twice for
England] on Monday.
“I hope we will have the fastest

forward line in the Barclays Premier
League. It will hopefully put Arsenal
where we should be, winning trophies.”
Walcott was not present for the first

of those, of course, missing the FA Cup
Final becauseof injury.He insists that is
not a sourceof regret, perhaps evidence
of the perspective his layoff has given
him. While he has been away, Walcott
has become a father to Finley, and he
was involved in the charity auction for
BobWilson’sWillowfoundation, some-
thing he insists keeps his own problems
inperspective. “It bringsyouback to the
real world,” he said.
Nowonder, then, thatWalcott focus-

esnotonwhathemissedbutalsoon the
excitement of victory atWembley—as
well as the new arrivals. “If you look at
the great teams, once they get that first
one out of the way, they push on,” he
said. “There is a massive buzz around
the club.
“It has been well documented over

the years that we have not spent as
muchas others, butArsenal are doing it
the right way. [Wenger] does not like to
bring inmillionsandmillionsofpounds
of players who are all the same. He
knows what he is doing.”
6Theo Walcott features in the
Sportwaves exhibition and auction,
raising funds for Willow. Walcott’s
artwork is available for bids online until
September 14 at sportwaves.org

Striker tells Rory Smith
he has been working
hard on his leg muscles
and aims to claim back
his club’s sprint record

Southgate’s men maintain winning streak

England Under-21 flexed their con-
siderable muscles again last night to
finish 12 points ahead of the chasing
pack in their qualifying section for next
summer’s European Championship.
A fixture away to a Moldova side

previously unbeaten and unbreached
at home in group one seemed to
present Gareth Southgate’s team with
their toughest test of the campaign, but
they barely broke sweat in a one-sided
match. England had long since secured
a place in Friday’s draw for the two-
leg play-offs to be played next month,
but themannerof their victoryhascon-
firmed them as a team to avoid.
This was their eighth victory in suc-

cession, extending their sequence to 14
wins and a draw in their past 15 qualify-
ing matches for the past two European
Championships.
Saido Berahino had scored the only

goal when England beat Moldova in
Reading last autumn, and it was the
West Bromwich Albion forward who
set England on their way in Tiraspol,
striking a double that took his tally in
this campaign to nine goals from eight
appearances. Harry Kane completed

the scoring with England’s 31st goal in
qualifying, during which they have
conceded only twice. Berahino and
NathanRedmond ran riot on the flanks
while Tom Carroll, the captain, deliv-
ered a series of incisive through-balls
from midfield.
Redmond’s early cross from the left

fell to Berahino, whose shot was
blocked, but in the 16th minute his
centre from the right found the head of
Berahino, who headed into the far
corner of the net via the fingers of
Alexei Koselev, the goalkeeper.
Twice Redmond went close to scor-

ing, the second time after a fine pass by
Carroll, the captain, who is on loan at
Swansea City from Tottenham Hot-
spur. Jonathan Bond, one of five
changes from the victory over Lithua-
nia on Friday, made two easy saves but
otherwise was barely troubled in goal.
All the action took place at the other

end. Shortly after half-time Kane
turned his marker brilliantly in the
centre circle and teedupBerahino,who
sidefooted low inside the right corner to
make it 2-0. The same combination
almost created another goal moments
later, beforeMichaelKeane’s cross gave
Berahino a chance to complete his hat-
trick, only for Koselev to deny him.
The thirdgoal camesixminutes from

time, when Carroll’s delicate chip over
the defence found Kane, who turned
two defenders inside out and fired
home.

Under-21 play-offs draw

The ten qualifying group winners,
including England, and four best
runners-up will contest two-leg
play-offs, from which the seven
victorious teams will join the Czech
Republic, hosts of next summer’s
European Under-21 Championship
Draw Friday, 3pm, Nyon
Ties Oct 8 (first leg), Oct 14 (second)
Teams England, Croatia, Denmark,
France, Germany, Holland, Iceland,
Italy, Portugal, Serbia, Slovakia,
Spain, Sweden, Ukraine.
Group one standings

P W D L GF GA GD Pts
England (Q) 10 9 1 0 31 2 29 28
Finland 10 4 4 2 17 10 7 16
Moldova 10 5 1 4 12 6 6 16
Wales 10 3 3 4 12 13 -1 12
Lithuania 10 2 2 6 6 19 -13 8
San Marino 10 1 1 8 2 30 -28 4

Rising to the occasion: Kane wins an aerial duel against Anton in the England Under-21 team’s ninth win in succession
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West Ham United
C Cole 42, Noble 90+3
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Moldova Under-21

England Under-21
Berahino 16, 51, Kane 84
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Moldova Under-21 (3-5-2): A Koselev — V Gheorghiu,
M Focsa, V Jardan — C Bogdan (sub: S Matei, 46min),
G Anton, V Rata (sub: D Graur, 88), E Zasavitchi,
I Mirza — I Dima, N Milinceanu (sub: D Spataru, 57).
Substitutes not used: V Buga, V Paireli, I Ursu.
Booked: Focsa, Matei, Jardan.
England Under-21 (4-3-3): J Bond (Watford) — M Keane
(Burnley), J Lascelles (Nottingham Forest), L Moore
(Leicester City), L Garbutt (Everton; sub: T Blackett,
Manchester United, 80) —W Hughes (Derby County),
T Carroll (Swansea City), J Forster-Caskey (Brighton &
Hove Albion) — N Redmond (Norwich City; sub: D Ings,
Burnley, 80), H Kane (Tottenham Hotspur), S Berahino
(West Bromwich Albion; sub: A Pritchard, Brentford,
86). Substitutes not used: J Blackman (Middlesbrough),
B Gibson (Middlesbrough), T Ince (Hull), C Woodrow
(Fulham).
Referee: M Kalkavan (Turkey)

Back in the frame: the charity auction
of art featuring Walcott has helped
him keep his problems in perspective

CPG PHOTOGRAPHY
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Wilshere warms
to deeper role
despite being
butt of criticism

Bale’s mountain rescue saves stumbling Wales

Gandini stokes
World Cup row

QPR told ‘pay
up or face drop’
Continued from back page
stage, given that they have until
December to file their accounts, but
privately it is believed that Fernandes’s
stance has not changed. TheMalaysian
has previously outlined his belief that it
is unrealistic to expect a relegated club
to be able to cut their wage bill
immediately on relegation.
“Will we fight the fine?What do you

think? After all we’ve been through, it’s
my middle name — ‘Fight It’ Fernan-
des,” he said after the club won promo-
tion. “Myviewhasbeen consistent, that
it is very unfair for a club that has been
relegated as the wage difference
between the Premier League and
Championship is impossible. There
should be a time period for clubs to
rectify salaries. I’m in favour of FFP, but
it is unfair for a club coming down.”
Those clubs still in the Champion-

ship will not be subjected to fines —
they will, instead, be given transfer
embargoes valid from January — and
any money raised from sanctions will
be distributed to charity.
Manchester City’s huge fine for

breaching Uefa’s Financial Fair Play
rules,meanwhile, is tobe sharedamong
the other clubs in the Champions
League. City were fined £50million for
the FFP breaches, but will have to pay
only about £20million if they comply
withbreak-evenrules in future seasons.
The first trancheofpaymentsbyCity,

Paris Saint-Germain and Zenit St
Petersburg will total £20million and be
split among Champions League and
Europa League clubs who complied.

The dispute over the proposed Qatar
World Cup finals in 2022 continued
yesterday as the European clubs chal-
lenged Fifa, football’s governing body,
to provide “strong, decisive” reasons
why the tournament should be moved
from summer to winter.
Sepp Blatter, the Fifa president, has

suggested that a summerWorld Cup in
2022 is impossible because of the heat
in Qatar. However, the European Club
Association (ECA), which represents
197 clubs across the continent, stated
that it had yet to be providedwith com-
pelling reasons why its schedules
should be disrupted to accommodate a
winter World Cup in Qatar. “We need
more information,” Umberto Gandini,
the ECA vice-chairman, said.

Oliver Kay

It seems that JackWilshere is becoming
the new Wayne Rooney, although not
in theway hewouldwish.Much like his
predecessor as England’s most gifted
and most hyped player, the Arsenal
midfielder has emerged as a lightning
rod for the frustration of fans, the first
target for their abuse when things start
to go wrong.
The reaction on social media even to

moderate praise ofWilshere’s efforts in
an unfamiliar role against Switzerland
thisweekwas surprising, even for those
well versedwith the bile endemic in the
Twittersphere.
The 22-year-old was playing as a

singleholdingplayer for the first time in
his career, and doing his best to drive
England forward against decent oppo-
sition, yet his occasional misplaced
passes were seized upon as conclusive
evidence of supposed shortcomings,
both professional and personal.
The traditional media must take

some responsibility for this unfortu-
nate situation, as a big name at a big
club will always attract the most criti-
cism, but some of Wilshere’s managers
have not helped him, either, by hyping
his talents further still.
It seemed ludicrous to recall after his

tentative reinvention in Basle that,
more than three years ago, Fabio
Capello was comparing Wilshere to
Claude Makelele, the former France
midfielder, as the then 19-year-old
prepared to win his fourth England cap
in a friendly against Denmark. Judged
against those standards, what chance
has he got?
Roy Hodgson offered a more meas-

uredappraisal ofWilshere’s potential in
the role for his country yesterday,
acknowledging that playing in a differ-
ent position for his club is not ideal, as
Arsenal have largely used him as a
No10 orwide this season.Most intrigu-
ingly, the England manager suggested
that Wilshere may have to get used to
focusing on defensive duties with Eng-
land, and challenged him to get to grips
with playing two different roles.

“There’s more to come from him, but
I think he can do it, there’s no question
of that,”Hodgsonsaid. “Butwe’vegot to
be realistic as well.
“In some of the games we play, there

will be a call for someone who is more
of a defender than Jack, but going
forward we might be very grateful to
have a playmaker in that role.
“The one thing about Jack is that

he’ll get around the field and do his
defensive work.
“If he’s going to develop in that role,

he’ll have to spend more time with us
and accept that maybe Arsenal will use
him differently. He’ll have to have two
hats and be prepared to say, ‘I know I
don’tdo this forArsenal, but I’mplaying
for England now.’
“As long asheunderstands fullywhat

we want, I see no reason why he
shouldn’t do it.”
Wilshere ismaking the rightnoisesat

themoment, seemingly revelling in the
responsibility that he has been given to
make a single position his own, and
knuckling down to study the per-
formances of Andrea Pirlo and Javier
Mascherano.
The presence of athletic midfielders

such as Jordan Henderson and Fabian
Delphoneither sideofWilshere should
aid his transition as Hodgson’s experi-
ment continues over the coming
months.
“I enjoyed it, but it’s a new role for

me,” Wilshere said. “It’s the first time
I’ve ever played back there on my own.
Sometimes, I just want to get forward,
but you have to use your discipline. I’ll
get better in that role.
“It was a little bit of a surprise to play

with a diamond, but that’s probably the
system that’s best for the team. We’ve
got Hendo and Delphie, who’ve got
massive legs and can get forward and
get back, and me who can pick up the
ball and start attacks. It probably
wouldn’t suit me in a 4-3-3, but in a
diamond, it does suit me.”
Hodgson may have finally stumbled

across England’s best midfield balance,
a quality that it would be useful to
retain when assessing the value of
Wilshere’s contribution.

Cardiff City
Campbell, 21

West Ham United
C Cole 42, Noble 90+3
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Lima 6 (pen)

Wales
Bale 22, 81
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GarethBale, theRealMadrid superstar,
showed just why he cost £86million
with a moment of brilliance to spare
Wales’s blushes against Andorra.
The road to Andorra is a rocky one

through themountains of thePyrenees
and if this is anything to go by, Wales’s
2016 European Championship
qualifying campaign will be a bumpy
ride as they bid to reach the finals in
France.
Chris Coleman, themanager, saw his

side, ona3Gsurface, handedabig scare

by the part-timers ranked 199th — out
of 208 countries — in the Fifa
standings.
Ildefons Lima scored a sixth-minute

penalty after a pull by Neil Taylor on
Ivan Lorenzo before Bale’s fine double,
sealed with an excellent 81st-minute
free kick.
Wales’s world appeared to fall in

temporarily after this bizarre moment.
There did not seem to be any danger
when Lima, the Andorra centre back,
flicked on a long throw-in, with the ball
running away from goal.
However, a slight pull by Taylor on

Lorenzo led toSlavkoVincic, theSlove-
nian referee, pointing to the spot. There
was confusion over the incident, which
looked soft at best, with Mitja Zganec,
the additional assistant referee, signal-
ling to the referee,whohadnot reacted.

Youhad to delve backmore than four
years in the record books to find the
previous Andorra goal in a competitive
outing, but despite falling behind,
Wales had to cut out their early panic
and regroup quickly after the worst of
beginnings. There were signs of opti-

mism, Bale heading over from a
Joe Allen corner before the break-
through eventually came in the 22nd
minute.
Ben Davies, the Tottenham Hotspur

left back, collected the ball inside the
Andorrahalf andproduced aneat cross
towards Bale, who nodded into the far
corner from 12 yards.
The relief was palpable across the

faces of Wales players, management
and fans.
Despite a free kick by Bale and Andy

King heading wide, Wales looked as
though they could not force an all-
important winner. That was until Bale,
at the second attempt after Gabriel
Riera, theAndorra forward,hadbroken
out of the defensive wall to force a
retake, slammed home with a supreme
25-yard strike.

Matt Hughes
Deputy Football Correspondent
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Midfieldman’s
changing roles

Jack Wilshere’s position at the
base of England’s midfield
diamond contrasts with his
more attacking role at Arsenal.

the graphics show, he took
ssession within about
yards of the opposition goal

only twice on England duty this
week, whereas he did so

times for his club against
erton last month

Words
Edgar

Formation Formation

England v Switzerland Sept 8Arsenal v Everton Aug 23

Andorra (4-2-3-1): F Pol (Andorra) — J Rubio (UE Santa
Coloma), E García (Racing Lermeño), I Lima (FC Santa
Coloma), D Maneiro (UE Santa Coloma) — M Vales
(Zaragoza B), J Ayala (Andorra, sub: J Sanchez, 86min)
— I Lorenzo (CFJ Mollerussa), E Peppe (Andorra, sub:
M Vieira, 53), C Martínez (FC Santa Coloma, sub:
O Sonejee, 83); G Riera (FC Santa Coloma).
Booked: Peppe, Lorenzo, Maneiro, Rieria, Vales, Vieira.
Wales (4-3-3):W Hennessey (Crystal Palace) —
C Gunter (Reading), J Chester (Hull City), A Williams
(Swansea City), B Davies (Tottenham Hotspur) —
J Allen (Liverpool), A Ramsey (Arsenal; sub: E Huws,
90, Wigan Athletic), A King (Leicester City; sub:
G Williams, 77, ) — G Bale (Real Madrid), S Church
(Charlton Athletic; sub: J Ledley, 63), N Taylor
(Swansea City). Booked: Allen, Bale, Church.
Referee: S Vincic (Slovenia).

Van Gaal looks
to new signings

Louis van Gaal could hand debuts to
four players when Manchester United
face Queens Park Rangers at Old
Trafford on Sunday.
Radamel Falcao, the striker signed

on loan fromMonaco, andDaleyBlind,
the defensive midfielder bought from
Ajax, are expected to make their first
appearances for United in addition to
Marcos Rojo, the Argentina defender.
Luke Shaw could also make his first
league start but Phil Jones, who injured
a hamstring playing for England on
Monday, is out.
United are expected to announce

record revenues of between £429 mil-
lion and £434 million today when they
post their financial results for the year
to June 30, 2014.

James Ducker

GRAPHIC: JACK KINGHAM FOR THE TIMES



62 FGM Wednesday September 10 2014 | the times

Sport Football

N
o sooner had England
overcome the first of ten
hurdles in their Euro 2016
qualifying programme
than Roy Hodgson could

be heard laying out his requirements
for their base camp at the finals in
France: away from the big cities but not
too remote; an exclusive hotel within a
short daily bike ride from the training
ground.
“What we want is very clear,” the

Englandmanager said, as if talking to a
travel agent. “Wedon’twant tohave too
many people around us — and ideally
in an area where we’re not totally iso-
lated. We want a training field which is
close. In an ideal world youwould have
one you cycle to, like in Bad Ragaz
[Switzerland] with Liverpool [during
Hodgson’s tenure in 2010]. That, forme,
was the best: a magnificent hotel, then
on your bicycle to go to training.”
Well, it makes a pleasant change

from the type of “On your bike” head-
line that Hodgson might have woken
up to had England slipped up against
Switzerland on Monday evening. The
win in Basle — and the stylish way it
was achieved — was a game-changer.
With the tournamentexpanded from

16 teams to 24, evenHodgson, not usu-
ally the type to count chickens, has said
from the very start that qualification—
whichmeans finishing in the top two of
Switzerland, Slovenia, Estonia, Lithua-
nia and San Marino, with even third
place offering the safety net of a play-
off— should be a formality. For once, it
seems, England can afford to get ahead
of themselves.
That means Hodgson joining an FA

delegation to France this month to
check out potential training bases. The
east and southeast are favoured, but a
site on salubrious Cap Ferrat, on the
Côte d’Azur, has been ruled out.
In themeantime, England still have a

qualifying programme to navigate,
even ifHodgson foundhimself suggest-
ing that he hoped the games were not
made “miserable” by a lack of ambition
from the opposition. “It’s not about
being presumptuous,” he added.
“The one thing I should say after the

results over the past few days is that we
would underestimate the Lithuanias,
the Slovenias and the Estonias at our
peril. When we see Albania going to
Portugal and winning, when you see
Armenia leading Denmark for a long
time in Copenhagen, it’s all very well
saying, ‘Well, we should beat them’ —
and of course we should — but it can
take a bit of pain sometimes.”
Victory away to Switzerland, though,

in what looked like by far themost test-
ing of those ten qualifying fixtures,
increases the scope for Hodgson to use
the next year or so to build rather than

merely fretting about the next result, as
was the case during a tenseWorld Cup
qualifying campaign.
For the first time in what feels like an

age, with a younger team possessing
potential for growth, an England man-
ager has an opportunity and amandate
towork towards long-termgoals. Seven
of the starting line-up on Monday —
John Stones, Phil Jones, Jordan Hen-
derson, Jack Wilshere, Fabian Delph,
Raheem Sterling and Danny Welbeck
— are aged from 19 to 24. In the right
system and, pertinently, in a less
strained environment, they should
progress between now and 2016.
Welbeck claimed both goals on

Monday, showing a goalscoring prow-
ess that will encourage Arsenal’s sup-

porters as well as those of England, but
Sterling, 19, is causingmost excitement.
The development in his workrate and
decision-making over the past year has
been remarkable, although Hodgson
said that theLiverpool teenager still has
room for improvement.
“He will get more nuanced in his

decision-making,” Hodgson said when
asked how he expects Sterling to
mature between now and Euro 2016.
“Hopefully he won’t lose anything of
the talent, pace, athleticism and even
aggression he has, because he doesn’t
get knocked off the ball easily.
“The bottom line for him, I think, is

his understanding of when it’s right to
do it,whenheshouldbeabitmorecare-
ful, when he should just drift away and

take someone out of position.
These are the things that you
work on, on the training field.
I’m sure Brendan [Rodgers,
the Liverpool manager] is
working on that all the
time with him, like we do,
but it’s also games, partic-
ularlynowthatLiverpool
are back in the
Champions League with
big games coming up,
where you learn most.”
English football seems

to be producing more
mobile, athletic midfield
players andmore skilful, fast
forwards than ithas fora long
time. This may prove to be a
cyclical development, but it
also seems to reflect a greater
emphasis on technique-
based coaching. The flipside
is that there seems tobea short-
age of centre halves and midfield
players with defensive nous.
Against Switzerland, Wilshere

was deployed in an unfamiliar role
at the base of a midfield diamond. It
was not a seamless move, but the

Arsenal youngster acquitted him-
self well and the system played to
the strengths of the five players
ahead of him.

The real challenge, of
course, is to see if England
reach the stage where these
players and this system can
thrive against the very best
opponents. That may be
somewayoff, but finally it
feels as if England have
something — a result, a

performance, a nucleus of
young players, a system and a
positive mood — to build on.
“The players have got to go

away feeling happy,” Hodgson
said. “But if they’re wise, they
won’t start jumping for joy too
much. They’ll keep their feet on
the ground. They’ll say, ‘Yes we
did some good things, but if
we’re going to do something in
France 2016, we’ve got to be a lot
better.’ ”

Easy qualifying ride
will help manager
take long-term view

Forward thinking: base camps that accommodate every need

If Roy Hodgson is happy to tempt fate,
he could start planning England’s
accommodation for Euro 2016 in
France already. A digital catalogue has
been created by Uefa and the French
organising committee, outlining a
choice of 66 potential base camps
around the country. Here are some
suggestions for the England manager,
who is believed to favour the east and
southeast, wherever England’s group
matches are due to be played.

1. JW Marriott Cannes
Positioned between the
Mediterranean and the Alps, this hotel
has a restaurant that overlooks the
sea. Should the players feel the need
for high culture, they could try the
hotel’s 820-seat theatre. Training
would take place four miles away at
the Stade Pierre de Coubertin in
Cannes.

2. Dolce Frégate Provence
Golfers in the England squad would
enjoy this site as it features nine-hole
and 18-hole courses. Situated in
Saint-Cyr-sur-Mer, halfway between
Marseilles and Toulon, it overlooks
vineyards and the Mediterranean.
Players would train at Stade Saulnier,
three miles down the road.

3. Renaissance Aix-en-Provence
This new five-star hotel is proud of
its cuisine: the food is laid on by
Jean-Marc Banzo, a Michelin-starred
chef. The décor is described as “sober
and refined” — perfect, perhaps, as a
place of retreat after another defeat.
The Carcassonne complex, only two
miles away, includes grass and
artificial pitches and an Olympic-size
swimming pool.

4. Le Moulin de Vernègues
Ten miles from Marseilles, this hotel
was host to the France team during
the 1998 World Cup and 1984
European Championship, both of
which the hosts won. Set in parkland,
it offers golf and swimming. The
training facility, two and a half miles
away, features two stadiums.
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Exciting strategy: Sterling distinguished himself with another impressive game

Win in Switzerland
means England’s accent
can be on planning
rather than
fretting,
writes
Oliver Kay

Coasting clear: the result in
Basle put Hodgson and
his team on the right track
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Value of new core is source of comfort

Hodgson orders his
players to become
role model students

Roy Hodgson has begun giving his
players homework between inter-
national fixtures in an attempt to
hasten the development of his new-
look side. England squad members
have been issued with DVDs of their
recent performances, aswell as individ-
ually tailored clips of other leading
players, and been told to study them
before they reconvene for nextmonth’s
European Championship qualifiers
against San Marino and Estonia.
England’s 2-0 win over Switzerland

on Monday night lifted the mood
surrounding the national team, but
Hodgson has made it clear that the
playersmust domorebetweenmatches
to get to grips with the new tactics and
personnel he is planning to use
throughout the qualifiers.
JackWilshere, for example, has been

studying clips of Andrea Pirlo and Javi-
er Mascherano to help to improve his
understanding of the holding midfield
positionheoccupied for the first time in
Basle on Monday. Meanwhile, Gary
Neville, the assistant coach, has been
given a more hands-on role in liaising
with all the players.
“One thing we’re going to take from

this is that, between meet-ups, we’ve
got to do a little bit more work,”
Wilshere said yesterday. “We’ve got to
do our homework. We’ve got to go
through videos and analyse the games
because we don’t get long together. I’ll
speak with Gary Neville and we’re in
regular contact.
“In midweek when the manager told

meIwasgoing toplaydeeper, Iwatched
videos of Pirlo and Mascherano, the
best players who play there. It was
Pirlo’s use of the ball theywantedme to
look at, and the way Mascherano
breaks up play and gets around. I
watchedArgentina’s gameagainstGer-
many in theWorldCup final andhewas
fantastic. They’re thebest players in the
role and I can only learn from them.”
Hodgson has been encouraging the

players to take greater responsibility
generally since returning from the
World Cup, and Wayne Rooney
revealed yesterday that a private
meeting of players helped to inspire
their improved performance in Basle.
“We’ve worked hard and the players

have taken a lot of responsibility,”
Rooney said. “We’ve had meetings
among ourselves, just players in the

rooms, watching videos and discussing
how we can do better as a team.
“The manager gives us our game

plan, but because we don’t spend that
much time together we need to know
and feel confident in what we’re doing
as a team. In these meetings you’re
having players speak up who wouldn’t
normally speak up when coaches are
there. They’ve been good and I think
the players have really stood up.”
Rooney also revealed that Cuneyt

Cakır, the Turkish referee, told him to
have a quiet wordwith FabianDelph at
half-time at St Jakob-Park because the
Aston Villa midfielder was in danger of
being sent off on his competitive debut
for England.
“The referee said to me at half-time

to have a word with him, but I think he

Matt Hughes
Deputy Football Correspondent

Rooney said that a players’ meeting helped to inspire Monday’s performance
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[Delph] knew anyway,” Rooney said. “I
spoke to him and told him just to be
careful because one more foul and he
would have probably been off.”
Hodgson has confirmed that Gary

Cahill will replace Frank Lampard as
England’s official vice-captain. The
Chelsea defender took the armband
from Rooney after the striker was
substituted against Norway last week
and Switzerland on Monday.
“The manager pulled me aside on

Saturday after training and told me,”
Cahill said. “Last week against Norway
was the first time I’dworn the armband
and it meant a hell of a lot to me. For
him to tell me was a proud moment.”

CARL RECINE / ACTION IMAGES

Roy Hodgson believes that the FA’s
fears of a talent crisis inEnglish football
should be eased by the emergence of a
new core of high-class youngsters.
Greg Dyke, the FA chairman, has

stated an aim to increase the propor-
tion of English players in the Barclays
Premier League from 32 per cent to
45 per cent by 2022, but Hodgson
suggested last night that quantity is far
less important than quality. England’s
performance in the 2-0 victory away to
Switzerland on Monday, with a young,
new-look team including John Stones
and Raheem Sterling, increased his
confidence for the years ahead.
“People keep saying we haven’t got

enough players and there are a lot of
foreigners [in the Premier League],”
Hodgson said. “It’s true, of course, but I
still believe it’s enough. I think if we
believe in these players and have
enough timewith them, you don’t want

50, 60, 70 players to choose from.What
you really want is 20 or 25 really good
ones.
“I’m excited forRaheemSterling, but

I’m excited for the others as well. Don’t
forget that two of the young players I
took to the World Cup and have high
hopes for — Luke Shaw and Ross
Barkley— are both injured, as is Adam
Lallana. Barkley has captured the
imagination. So have Lallana and
Shaw.”
When it was put toHodgson that the

shortage of English players in the

Premier League remains a concern and
that clubs have a duty to try to promote
home-growntalent—aviewexpressed
by Dyke and many others in recent
times—hedisagreed. “No, I don’t think
that,” the England manager said. “I
think that these days the managers of
the top clubs are trying to develop their
players and are giving thema chance. If
anything, I should be grateful to them
because more and more players are
getting a chance at an early age.
“I’ve got no axe to grind with anyone

on that front. A club manager has one
responsibility: to his club, the club’s fans
and to win matches for that team. And
he has to do everything in his power to
win those matches. If that’s not playing
Englishplayers, becausehe’s got others,
then that’s fine for him.
“Andwewill continue to try to ident-

ify what we think is the best talent. If
that’s playing regularly [at club level],
that’s to our advantage. But if it isn’t
playing regularly, we will continue to
pick that talent and work with it.”

Oliver Kay
Chief Football Correspondent
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Wilshere warms to new
role despite criticism
Matt Hughes, page 61

FA plays down friendly
flashpoint potentialhp po
News, page 9

in Basle on Monday, but the England manager believes that there is still room for improvement in the Liverpool winger
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QPR told ‘pay up or face big drop’
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N U N E X T R A V A G A N T

1 Elegant note constant companion
drops in here (9)

6 War god on about 10s (5)
9 Personal servant secures wheel for
transport manager (7)

10 End of great currency difficulty (7)
11 Maybe Hamlet’s pronounced stoop

(5)
12 Cosy place in Ireland found by

English girl (9)
13 Communicate with influence (5)
14 Queen say has strange sense about

king— good sort? (4,5)
17 Spaniard, infirm, in morgue after

complication (9)
18 Wife dislodges one from culvert

washed out (5)
19 On foreign soil with access for

second area revoked (9)
22 Active on all sides and in opposite

direction (5)
24Occasional delivery that’s not

straight? (7)
25 Seeds eaten by parrot satisfy (7)
26No starter for Ruth, whose

preference is for fish? (5)
27 Port of pure quality? (9)

1 Fanatical bishop in attack (5)
2 Row Jewish man, in conflict with
himself, recalled after church? (9)

3 Book about medical specialism
hospital left in place (9)

4 Husband leaves pipe with new
butler, say, for work (10,5)

5 Decline to enter a dubious
agreement (7,8)

6 Gas rings argument leading to
murder? (5)

7 Leader in congregation cuts chat
short (5)

8 Good chap with just the same
name as writer (9)

13 Millions invested in capital part?
It’s a long story! (9)

15 Head going after goat snatcher (9)
16 Fancy—Greek character has mug

with beer in raised position! (9)
20This finds course drama school

runs (5)
21 General and relative time (5)
23 Long hair? Nancy’s very short at

first (5)
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british press awards — sports team of the year

Tennis should have
nothing to fear from
changing of guard
Matthew Syed, page 57

Advantage the
next generation

y(7HB7E2*OTSMNN( +%!_

Buying The Times: Austria€4.80; Belgium €4.00; Bulgaria
BGN7.50Cyprus €4.00;NorthCyprusYTL8.00;DenmarkDKK
30.00;France €4.00;Germany €4.00;Gibraltar £2.00;Greece
€4.00; Italy €4.00; Luxembourg €4.00;Malta €4.00;Morocco
MAD 36.00; Netherlands €4.00; Norway NOK 42.00; Oman
OMR 1.50; Portugal €4.00; Spain €4.00; Sweden SEK 35.00;
Switzerland CHF 6.80; Turkey TL6.50; UAE AED11

Opener Adam Lyth
sets tone with sixth
hundred of season
Cricket, pages 58-59

Yorkshire close
on county title
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Finishing flourish:Edoardo Zardini takes the applause after winning the third stage of the Tour of Britain in Monmouthshire to claim the overall lead. Sir Bradley Wiggins moved up to fifth. Report, page 56

Queens Park Rangers could be refused
entry to theSkyBetChampionship and
demoted to the fifth tier of English
football the next time they are
relegated should they refuse to pay a
multimillion-pound fine incurred by
breaking the Football League’s
Financial Fair Play (FFP) rules.
The west London club were given a

warning yesterday and could be fined

asmuch as £40million if their financial
results for the year that they spent in
the Championship in 2013-14 show a
sizeable loss.
The last accounts made available, for

the 2012-13 season, showed that QPR
lost £65.4million. It is expected that the
latest set of results, due to be published
in December, may be similar.
That would put the club in clear

breach of the Football League’s guide-
lines, which permit a club to lose no

more than£8million ina season. Shaun
Harvey, the league’s chief executive,
insisted yesterday that he was confi-
dent QPR could be charged, despite no
longer being part of the competition.
TonyFernandes, theQPRchairman,

has always vowed to fight any sanction
brought against them, but while
Harvey was keen to stress that he
hoped a “resolution” could be found, he
admitted that being excluded from the
Football League in the event of

relegation was a possible “nuclear
option” if no agreement is reached
between the club and the league.
“Theoretically, that is the position,

but Iwouldhope therewouldbe resolu-
tion long before that option evenhad to
be considered,” said Harvey, speaking
at the Soccerex conference in
Manchester. “The one thing for certain
is that most clubs [in the Barclays
PremierLeague]will becomeaFootball
League club again. Now QPR will of

course be hoping it does not happen for
some considerable number of seasons,
but the chances are they will need to
return to the Football League fold at
some point. Certainly, three of the 20
clubs that are in the Premier League
will be in the Football League next
season.”
A spokesman for the club said last

night that “itwouldbe inappropriate for
the club to comment further” at this
Continued on page 61

Rory Smith
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