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Fears for children as 
Google targets under-13s

cahal milmo
chief reporter

continued on P.6 >

‘top Gear’ presenter Jeremy clarkson was forced to flee Argentina this year after outrage over a numberplate h982 fkL, said to refer to the falklands war afP/getty

Internet privacy and child 
safety campaigners have called 
for dramatically improved 
parental controls in cyber-
space after Google revealed it 
is developing products aimed 
at the under-13s.

The California-based search 
giant is the first of the big 
internet companies openly to 
tailor its services to children 
aged 12 and under – an age 
group hitherto considered off-
limits for marketing purposes 
and data collection.

Google declined yesterday 
to say which of its panoply 
of products – ranging from 
its basic and highly lucrative 

search facility to YouTube 
and its Google Plus social 
media service to the Chrome 
browser – are to be made 
child-friendly.

But a government adviser 
told The Independent last night 
that Google would have to sat-
isfy the public that it was not 
seeking to deepen the com-
mercialisation of childhood by 
using its vast size to hoover up 

information about the behav-
iour of minors online. 

A senior executive with the 
firm, whose corporate motto 
is famously “Don’t be evil”, 
insisted any services would be 
“fun and safe” with parental 
supervision at their heart.

Pavni Diwanji, the Google 
vice-president in charge of 
the project, said: “We expect 
this to be controversial, 

but the simple truth is kids 
already have the technology 
in schools and at home. So the 
better approach is simply to 
see to it that the tech is used 
in a better way.”

Internet experts said Google 
was potentially tackling one of 
the growing contradictions of 
cyberspace whereby children 

Internet giant’s unprecedented initiative alarms child safety campaigners and prompts 
Government’s childhood ‘tsar’ to warn against dangers of using data to commercialise the young
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As attempts at parliamentary sabotage go, this 
one did not make it far. Enough MPs turned out 
to scupper a plan by Conservative backbench-
ers to throw a spanner in the works of new leg-
islation governing foreign aid. Future govern-
ments will now almost certainly be obliged to 
spend 0.7 per cent of Britain’s national income 
on it.

And yet, there has been little jubilation, or 
indeed noise of any kind, from the group of 146 
MPs who formed a vanguard around the pro-
posed Bill. Supporters have been easily drowned 
out in the press by the cantankerous objections 
of Philip Davies and Jacob Rees-Mogg. This 
mutedness owes a good deal to the bleak pic-
ture of Britain’s public finances as revealed by 
this week’s Autumn Statement. Public opin-
ion tends to overestimate the amount Britain 
spends on aid, and perhaps as a consequence 
desires it be cut back. And with the Institute 
for Fiscal Studies saying that cuts “on a colossal 
scale” will be needed after May’s general elec-
tion, the politicians who stick their neck s out in 
favour of diverting money from public services 
to fund projects overseas is taking a big risk.

Even at such a time, however, it is not impos-
sible to mount a defence of legally enshrining 
a set amount of aid spending, and more public 
figures should have been out on the stump to 
make it. At the least, that might have prevented 
the situation we find ourselves in now – in which 
Westminster appears to be riding far ahead of 
public opinion, without even the decency to 
explain why the rest of us should catch up. That 
the 0.7 per cent target was set more than 40 
years ago is not sufficient argumentative ballast: 
other European nations have cut their foreign 
aid budgets nevertheless. Britain became one of 
only five countries to reach the target in 2013.

A sensible case for continuing to do so would 

Editorials

An appeal for aid
The case for international development is persuasive – 
but its supporters have to make the case more loudly

Ostensibly the two most important statements 
on the economic state of the nation, the Autumn 
Statement and the Budget, have always been 
deeply political matters. Inevitably so, as voters 
have always placed the economy at the top, or 
close to the top, of their list of concerns, and 
the issue determines how people vote. 

So we have always expected a certain 
amount of spin to be attached to these 
announcements. However, the extent of the 
distortion applied by chancellors and shadow 
chancellors has become more extreme in 
recent times. It was Gordon Brown who per-
fected the art of re-announcing changes to tax 
and spending, and some of his Conservative 
predecessors who started to make numbers 
sound bigger than they are by accumulating 
savings or giveaways over the life of a parlia-
ment, or even longer. As we saw last week, 
George Osborne and Ed Balls are skilled in 
picking the few statistics that support their 

respective cases out of the general morass of 
misery that the public finances represent.

There is an alternative to this ritualistic, 
 confusing and unedifying spectacle. We 
could ask Robert Chote, head of the 
 independent Office for Budget Responsibility, 
to make a statement each year to the nation. 
Mr Chote is a figure of irreproachable recti-
tude; his reputation in his field is unassailable 
and he has no interest in misleading the public. 
The documents the OBR produces are 
 admirably clear and honest, and have led to 
some very awkward moments for the Chancel-
lor, and, for that matter, his shadow. The Insti-
tute for Fiscal Studies undertakes similarly 
valuable work, and its efforts too deserve a 
wider airing.

As it is, though, we are faced with another 
six months of lies and statistics as the election 
approaches. Behind the smoke and obscured 
by the mirrors, somewhere lies the truth.

Number cruncher
Wanted: a more honest guide to the public finances

update the narrative: the backlash to Band Aid 
30, which used the same patronising song as it 
did three decades ago despite Africa’s impres-
sive economic growth, showed a public increas-
ingly sceptical of teary-eyed imprecations.

It would talk first of the increasing rigour 
of development projects, and of the measure-
ments of their success. After decades of toing 
and froing on whether aid can effectively tackle 
poverty, recent studies cluster around the con-
clusion that it does, albeit to a comparatively 
small degree. A World Bank paper reviewing 
35 countries reported that, for every 1 per cent 
of national income a country receives in aid, 
growth in real income per person increases 
0.3 per cent.

It would also, crucially, admit that the most 
effective way to assist recipient states is to help 
them to make more money themselves. Less 
than a 10th of 1 per cent of all aid is spent on 
helping poor countries to build a functioning 
tax system. That should be increased as the 
budget goes up, and as a corollary aid organi-
sations ought to admit their primary role as 
facilitators of progress – unable to “make pov-
erty history”, but equipped to improve the work 
of local institutions, as well as do good on their 
own. The old adage of teaching a man to fish 
has not been taken up as it might be by the 
sector as a whole.

The Conservatives have also swung the 
purpose of the Department for International 
Development towards opening up markets 
for British companies: the DfID budget, 
then, not only saves lives – and a good many 
of them – it furthers trade and diplomatic co-
 operation. At one-seventh of a penny in every 
pound spent by the Government, it is excellent 
value for money. Now all we need is someone 
to say as much.
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Our view of MPs 
has been tested to 
breaking point

Morning all. Over the past 
few parliaments, the reputa-
tion of our MPs has taken 
a battering. The sleazy 
1990s were followed by 
the Iraq War, launched on 
shoddy intelligence, and 
against which a million of us 
marched, to no avail. Then 
in quick succession came 
an expenses crisis which 
showed many politicians 
stealing from the public 
purse, and a financial crisis 
which wasn’t caused by the 
poor, but for which they 
picked up the bill. 

And in all that time this 
newspaper has resisted the 
caricature of our political 
class as a bunch of grubby 
apparatchiks on the take. 
We believe very strongly in 
democracy, and reckon that 
for all its failings, Britain’s 
democracy is relatively 
free of corruption. We’ve 
also argued that though 
Westminster has its share 
of crooks, many if not most 
MPs are decent, industri-
ous, public-spirited types 
who could get paid better 
elsewhere. 

I have to say, this week 
has tested that view, and 
our patience, to breaking 
point. Both the Chancellor’s 
Autumn Statement, and the 
response of Labour, were 
so utterly inadequate, so 
completely brazen in their 
refusal to be straight with 
the public, that it is getting 
very hard indeed to defend 

aMOL raJaN
letter from
the editor

any of the main parties. For 
all his talk of “difficult deci-
sions”, there is no hiding the 
fact that George Osborne has 
repeatedly missed his tar-
gets on borrowing. A full 60 
per cent of the cuts in public 
spending are still to come, 
reducing state spending as 
a share of GDP to its lowest 
level for 80 years. And where 
are these cuts, with all the 
impact on jobs and liveli-
hoods, going to fall? On this, 
the detail was woefully absent, 
from all three main parties. 

Nor was there any sort of 
attempt, on either side of 
the Commons, to address 
the shocking truth about our 
economic recovery, reflected 
across the developed world 
– namely, that the link 
between growth, wages and 
productivity has been bro-
ken, so that ever more capital 
– or wealth – is going to ever 
fewer at the top. Add into this 
mix unfunded tax cuts to the 
tune of billions, and you can’t 
help feeling that MPs are try-
ing to hoodwink us. 

There are no consolations 
in this state of affairs, but 
we are lucky in Britain to 
at least have a media who 
are free to tell it like it is. I 
am biased, but I hope you 
share my feeling that in the 
run-up to a general election, 
a newspaper founded on 
the idea of commitment to 
truth over tribe is a useful 
bulwark against the coward-
ice and dissembling of our 
hated MPs. If they won’t be 
straight with the public, we 
certainly will.

Twitter: @amolrajan

young Saudi men demonstrate a stunt known as ‘sidewall skiing’ in the northern city of tabuk. the stunt has 
been used in television series including ‘Knight rider’ and ‘the dukes of hazzard’. rEUTErS
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and a prayer



� Saturday 6 december 2014 THE INDEPENDENTllll

Legal challenge to 
subsidy scheme for 
fossil fuel industry

The Government may be forced 
to suspend a £2.5bn annual 
subsidy scheme designed to 
keep the lights on in a cheap 
and environmentally friendly 
way following a legal challenge 
in the European Court of Jus-
tice, which claims it amounts 
to an “unlawful subsidy” for 
the fossil fuel industry.

The legal challenge follows 
a warning to energy minister 
Matthew Hancock by the 
Government’s official cli-
mate change adviser that the 
 consumer-funded subsidy 
scheme contained “design 
faults” that risked increasing 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
pushing up the UK’s collective 
household bill by as much as 
£359m in the first year alone.

With Britain set to gener-
ate increasing amounts of 
electricity from intermittent 
renewable sources such as 
wind, the new subsidy scheme 
aims to prevent blackouts by 
paying fossil fuel stations to 
be on standby in case energy 
supplies falter. 

The scheme, which is 
known as the “capacity mar-
ket” and due to launch in 
2018, also aims to maintain 
electricity supplies by paying 
companies and households 
to reduce their energy use at 
peak times.

But it violates state aid 
rules because it gives fossil 
fuel generators much better 
terms than households and 
companies, whose contribu-
tion to keeping the lights on is 
actually much more environ-
mentally friendly because it 
involves reducing energy 
use, according to the lawsuit, 
filed by Tempus Energy, a new 
electricity supplier.

“It’s the equivalent of 
the US government in 1876 
turning a blind eye to the 
first transatlantic telephone 
call and instead diverting its 
investment into improving 
the postal service,” said Tem-
pus Energy UK chief execu-
tive Sara Bell.

While power stations will 
be able to sign contracts guar-
anteeing them an income for 
15 years, the greener alterna-
tives to keeping the lights on 

– known as “demand side” 
– are eligible only for one-year 
contracts. 

This means that the fossil 
fuel power stations can make 
huge investments safe in the 
knowledge that they have 15 
years of guaranteed income. 
Meanwhile, those compa-
nies and households consid-
ering installing expensive 
equipment to enable them to 
reduce their energy use will 
think twice because they have 
only one year of guaranteed 
income, said Ms Bell.

As a result of the bias, fossil 
fuel companies will account 
for more than 99 per cent of 
the bidders when the Govern-
ment puts the first round of 
subsidy contracts up for auc-
tion later this month – with 
the “demand side” compris-
ing less than 1 per cent.

The bias towards fossil 
fuel plants will also have the 
knock-on effect of increasing 
the UK’s carbon emissions 
and discouraging investment 
in key new energy-saving 
technologies, such as battery 
storage, claims Ms Bell.

Ms Bell says she is confi-
dent that the European Court 
will rule Britain’s state aid to 
be illegal because it priori-
ties fossil fuels. Such a ruling 
will result in an 18-month EU 
Commission inquiry, during 
which the scheme would be 
suspended and which could, 
ultimately force the UK 
government to completely 
rewrite the terms.

ClientEarth, the environ-
mental law firm, said: “In its 
current form, the UK capacity 
mechanism breaches EU state 
aid rules. On this basis we think 

the scheme 
would give 
power 
stations the 
chance to 
sign longer 
contracts 
than greener 
suppliers PA

Tom BAwDEN
environment editor

A plan for cheaper and more environmentally friendly 
electricity is said to be biased towards power stations

Tempus has a very good case. 
There is a strong possibility it 
will be overturned. If that hap-
pens, generators who accept 
payments made through the 
auction run the risk of having 
them recovered.”

A spokesman for the 
Department for Energy and 
Climate Change said: “We 
are fully confident in this auc-
tion. The European Commis-
sion has concluded that the 
capacity market is within the 
European state aid rules. This 
challenge will have no impact 
on the running of the capacity 
auction in December.”

Tempus Energy’s case 
argues that the original rul-
ing did not properly consider 
the discrepancy between the 
fossil fuel and demand side 
contracts but says it will now 
be forced to by its appeal.

This is only the latest in a 
series of complaints made 
about the Government’s capac-
ity market. In September, Tim 
Yeo, the MP who chairs the 
Government’s independent 
Energy and Climate Change 
Committee, wrote to Mr Han-
cock expressing concerns that 
the scheme “could encourage 
the construction of expensive 
new power stations which are 
not actually required. The 
result of this will be to lock-
in unnecessary high-carbon 
generation capacity instead of 
innovative demand-side solu-
tions, leading to higher bills for 
electricity consumers”.

In October, the boss of Brit-
ish Gas’s parent company 
criticised the Government for 
allowing “old, dirty coal sta-
tions” to participate alongside 
cleaner gas stations.

nelson 
mandela’s 
grandson 
mandla 
mandela 
(centre) 
accompanied 
by family 
members, 
places a 
wreath at 
the feet of a 
30ft bronze 
statue 
of South 
africa’s first 
majority-rule 
President in 
Pretoria to 
mark the first 
anniversary 
of his death. 
events are 
to be held 
around the 
country in 
memory of 
the elder 
statesman, 
who died, 
aged 95, on 
5 december 
2013 THEmBA 
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Breastfeed in the 
corner, Farage 
tells mothers 

ANDy mcSmITH

Mothers who breastfeed in 
public should find a corner 
where they can do it without 
embarrassing anyone, Nigel 
Farage said yesterday.

Speaking on the eve of a 
planned demonstration in 
London outside Claridge’s, 
following the luxury hotel’s 
demands for a breastfeeding 

mother to cover herself up, 
the Ukip leader’s comments 
prompted anger and ridicule.

“I know a lot of people do 
feel very uncomfortable. It 
isn’t too difficult to breast-
feed a baby in a way that’s 
not openly ostentatious,” he 
said. “This is just a matter of 
common sense. I know par-
ticularly people of the older 
generation feel awkward and 
embarrassed by it.”

He went on to suggest that 
breastfeeding mothers should 
“perhaps sit in a corner, or 
whatever it might be”.

Mr Farage made his com-
ments during his regular 
LBC phone-in programme, 
after being asked about the 
Claridge’s incident in which 
Louise Burns, who was feed-

News 
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ing her baby daughter during 
a Christmas tea, was asked to 
cover herself with a napkin.

Dozens of protesters, 
including nursing mothers, 
are expected to turn out to a 
“nurse-in” later today outside 
the Mayfair hotel. A comment 
on the event’s Facebook page 
yesterday said: “If anything 
is going to change Claridge’s 
opinion, it’s the twit that is 
Farage supporting them.”

The 2010 Equality Act 
makes it unlawful for a busi-
ness to discriminate against a 
breastfeeding woman.

Mr Farage’s  remarks 
brought a prompt response 
from Downing Street to say 
David Cameron believes 
“breastfeeding is completely 
natural and it’s unacceptable 

for any women to be made 
to feel uncomfortable when 
breastfeeding in public.”

The Labour’s shadow Work 
and Pensions Secretary Rachel 
Reeves remarked: “Ridiculous 
comments by Nigel Farage. 
We should be encouraging 
mums to breastfeed, not tell-
ing them to go into a corner.”

Later Mr Farage issued a 
statement saying that it was for 
Claridge’s to set its own rules, 
and that it had a responsibil-
ity to customers, including 
those who are embarrassed 
by breastfeeding. He added: 
“I remarked that perhaps they 
might ask women to sit in a 
corner. Did I say I believe they 
should have to? No. Did I say 
I personally endorse this con-
cept? No.”

High Court declares prison book ban unlawful

NIgEl morrIs  
deputy political editor

A blanket ban on books being 
sent to prisoners in England 
and Wales was declared unlaw-
ful in the High Court yester-
day. The successful challenge 
to Justice Secretary Chris 
Grayling’s policy was brought 
by Barbara Gordon-Jones, an 
inmate with a doctorate in 
English literature.

Curbs on sending books to 
prisoners were imposed last 
year in a shake-up of the Incen-
tives and Earned Privileges 
Scheme designed to make it 
more difficult for drugs to be 
smuggled into prisons. Philip 
Pullman, Melvyn Bragg and 
Joanne Harris were among the 
authors to condemn changes.

Mr Justice Collins ruled he 
could see “no good reason” to 
restrict access to books and 
said he was satisfied that the 

policy was unlawful.  A Prison 
Service spokeswoman said: 
“This is a surprising judgment. 
There never was a specific 
ban on books and restrictions 
on parcels have been in exist-
ence … for many years and for 
very good reason.”

Gordon-Jones, 56, is a con-
victed arsonist from Kent who 
has a borderline personality 
disorder, and who is serving an 
indefinite sentence at Send 
prison in Surrey.

Chris Grayling’s 
ban on books 
being sent to 
prisoners was 
condemned  
by authors
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Google plans 
‘risk turning  
 minors into 
consumers’ 

under 13 are officially barred 
from using services such as 
Facebook or Instagram but 
nonetheless use them in 
large numbers.

Research shows that more 
than one in four British chil-
dren aged nine to 12 have 
social-media profiles. Face-
book, which like other social 
media platforms has a policy 
which does not allow minors 
to sign up, was used by 7.5 mil-
lion under-13s who had con-
cealed their age, according to 
a 2011 study. 

Child safety campaign-
ers said any web products 
for minors of the popularity 
achievable by Google, which 
processes 40,000 searches 
a second and last year made 
profits of $12.9bn (£8.3bn), 
could only succeed with guar-
antees of parental control.

Will Gardner, chief execu-
tive of the internet safety char-
ity Childnet International, 
said: “If this is going to come 
about Google needs to take 
into account the risks. This 
requires a very high level of 
parental engagement and it 
must be based on the permis-
sion they give.”

Internet companies are 
banned by European Union 
rules from targeting adver-
tising at the under-13s. And 
in America the Children’s 
Online Privacy Protection 
Act outlaws the collection of 
any data capable of identify-
ing a child without parental 
consent.

Such measures would reduce 
the ability of Google to collect 
commercially useful infor-
mation from products aimed 
at minors or leave it with the 
sensitive task of persuading 
parents to trust it with infor-
mation about their children.

The company already pro-
vides education programmes 
used by some 40 million pupils 
and teachers worldwide and 
does so without advertising as 
well as promising that all data 
remains the property of the 
schools that use it.

But a senior adviser on 
childhood to David Cameron 
said that while Google’s efforts 
to provide more child-friendly 
services in a safe environment 
were welcome, it could not do 
so at the cost of turning chil-
dren into consumers.

Reg Bailey, chief executive 
of the Mothers’ Union and 
author of the Let Children Be 
Children report, said: “We are 
very interested in how Google 
uses the data gathered from 
these new child-orientated 
products. Using them as a tool 
to reach, advertise and sell to a 

younger audience would only 
make the commercialisation 
of children worse.”

He added: “Safer environ-
ments for children should not 
just be about protecting them 
from explicit material but also 
about valuing them as children 
and not as consumers.”

Google has refused to set 
a timetable for its new prod-
ucts and remains tight-lipped 
about what services it wants 
to provide to minors beyond 
an oblique hint that it wants to 
encourage “creativity”. 

The firm was earlier this 
year rumoured to be develop-
ing a “dashboard” for parents 
to monitor what their children 
are doing online and a ver-
sion of YouTube targeted at 
the under-10s. It has already 
deployed online filters which 
remove explicit material from 
searches.

Ms Diwanji, a mother of two, 
told USA Today: “We want to 
be thoughtful about what we 
do, giving parents the right 
tools to oversee their kids’ use 
of our products. We want kids 
to be safe, but ultimately it’s 
about helping them be more 
than just pure consumers of 
tech, but creators, too.”

Google, along with all other 
internet companies, still faces 
the problem of being unable to 
reliably verify the age of users 
of particular websites, whether 
to prevent minors accessing 
adult content or stop adults 
posing as children. Google 
last night declined to com-
ment further on its plans.

NEws IN 
brIEf

Rail fares to rise by an 
average of 2.2 per cent
Rail fares in Britain will rise 
again on 4 January. 

Regulated prices covering 
anytime singles, off-peak 
returns and season tickets, 
will rise by an average of 
2.5 per cent. A London-
Manchester anytime single 
rises by £4 to £164.50, 
while the price of an annual 
season ticket between 
Brighton and London goes 

More NHS volunteers fly 
out to Ebola country
A second wave of NHS 
volunteers will arrive in 
Sierra Leone tomorrow to 
help tackle Ebola. The 25 
doctors, nurses and other 
medics will join 30 others 
who flew out last month. 
Staff nurse Hannah McRey-
nolds said: “I feel lucky to 
have been born into a 
society with free healthcare. 
I feel I should give back.” 

TraNsPorT HEalTHup by £88 a year to £3,728. 
Between Edinburgh and 
Cardiff, an off-peak return 
increases by £4.10 to 
£171.40. 

Non-regulated tickets, 
such as advance and super 
off-peak, will rise less 
steeply. The Rail Delivery 
Group calculates the overall 
increase in fares as 2.2 per 
cent. The director-general, 
Michael Roberts, said: “For 
every pound spent on fares, 
97p goes on track, train, 
staff and other costs, while 
3p goes in profits.”

C H I L D R E N  o N L I N E
T H E  g Row I N g  m a R k E T 

research shows that more 
than one in four british 
children aged nine to 12 
have social media profiles. 
facebook, which like other 
platforms does not allow 
minors to sign up, was used 
by 7.5 million under-13s who 
had concealed their age, 
according to a 2011 study.
There are already a number of 
successful game-based sites 
aimed at children: 

Club Penguin 
a multi-player game aimed 
at children aged six to 14. 
Players use penguin avatars 
and the game takes place in a 
wintery virtual world. 

Moshi Monsters 
a website aimed at children 
aged six to 14 which allows 
them to choose one of six 
pet monsters. Children can 
customise their monster, earn 
virtual currency, play games 
and communicate with other 
users. It has expanded into a 
multimillion-pound business. 

The lego Club
a free club and website for 
children aged four to 11. They 
subscribe to a free magazine, 
play games and get invited 
to events. They can also get 
email newsletters with details 
of new lego products.

< Continued from P.1
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Top Gear ‘wanted to 
torch Porsche to make 
escape more dramatic’ 
EXCLUSIVE
aDam SHErwIN

Jeremy Clarkson’s Top Gear 
team wanted to set fire to 
their sports cars after a mob of 
protesters forced the crew to 
abandon filming in Argentina, 
the official police report into 
the incident claims. 

Footage of burnt-out cars 
might have been used for 
“dramatic effect”, and could 
have given the impression 
that Clarkson and his col-
leagues had been forced to flee 
torched vehicles, Argentine 
diplomats suggested.

Alicia Castro, Argentina’s 
ambassador to the UK, has 
written to Rona Fairhead, 
chair of the BBC Trust, to 
demand that the BBC takes 
further action against the 
presenter after new details 
emerged about the contro-
versial episode, which will be 
shown this Christmas.

The report, by the deputy 
head of the provincial police 
in Tierra del Fuego, and seen 
by The Independent, con-
firms that the number plate 
of Clarkson’s Porsche, H982 
FKL, considered to be a taunt-
ing reference to the 1982 Falk-
lands conflict by angry locals, 
was changed before the BBC 
team was forced to flee.

The Argentine embassy in 
London believes this under-
mines Clarkson’s claim that 
the use of the H982 FKL plate 
was a “coincidence”, since the 
team had brought alternatives. 
Ambassador Castro called 
the H982 plate “malicious 

mockery” of those who fought 
in the war.

The police report details 
the dangerous pursuit which 
ensued when a group of 
Falklands veterans told the 
Top Gear team that their 
presence was unwelcome at 
their hotel in Cerro Castor, 
the world’s southernmost ski 
resort, in Tierra del Fuego.

The team tried to make 
their escape by road to Chile 
but a lorry “started moving 
towards the road in such a 
way as to bring about a colli-
sion with the Top Gear crew’s 
first vehicle”, the report said. 
Demonstrators “began to 
throw all manner of objects 
at the vehicles”.

Police acted to prevent 
the lorry “manoeuvring in 
an attempt to crash into the 
crew’s vehicles”. A Top Gear 
driver suffered cuts from 
shattered glass windows.

Mr Clarkson’s grey Porsche 
928, now with the plate H1 
VAE, escaped unharmed 
along with the Lotus Esprit 
and Ford Mustang driven 
by co-presenters, Richard 
Hammond and James May. 

The police report says that 
on arriving at the San Pablo 
road the “Top Gear crew took 
the decision to leave the sports 
cars behind and set them on 
fire”. Police told the crew 
they would not be allowed to 
burn the cars and told them 
to leave with them. The crew 
refused, the report said. Police 
impounded the cars, which 
the BBC is currently seeking 
to retrieve from the Argentine 
customs house in Rio Grande. 

top Gear’s 
presenters 
left argentina 
in a hurry 
aUTobLog.
Com.ar

The Top Gear team was forced 
to take “an alternative route 
to the Chilean border (the 
Radman crossing)”, under 
police supervision because 
protesters had blocked access 
to the motorway.

In a letter to the BBC Execu-
tive Board, ambassador Castro 
said the police report, which 
details an extensive secu-
rity operation put in place to 
protect the Top Gear team, 
“gives the lie to Mr Clarkson’s 
remarks that the Top Gear 
teams was ‘ambushed’ by the 
provincial authorities and ‘sent 
packing’ in order to win favour 
in an upcoming election”.

The supposed intention 
to burn the sports cars was 
“alarming and illegal”, she 
says. “Why would the team 
possibly want to burn such 
expensive BBC property?” 
asked the ambassador. Dip-
lomats believe it might have 
been “for dramatic effect”. 

However, a Top Gear source 
said the suggestion that the 
crew intended to burn the cars 
was “nonsense”. They already 
had enough dramatic material 
without taking further risks 
and their main objective was to 
ditch the cars and leave with-
out further trouble, they said.

In her letter to Ms Fairhead, 
ambassador Castro writes: 
“We believe Mr Clarkson’s 
behaviour fell well below the 
BBC’s editorial values and 
standards.” The BBC has told 
the ambassador that it has 
seen no evidence to contra-
dict Mr Clarkson’s explana-
tion that the offending plate 
was a “coincidence”.

NEwS IN 
brIEf

GP practices wrongly 
classed as ‘high concern’
The Care Quality 
Commission has been 
forced to apologise to 
dozens of GP practices 
after statistical errors 
mistakenly put them in a 
high-concern category. 

Some 60 practices which 
were categorised as being in 
the highest priority for an 
inspection have now been 
moved into lower bands. 

NHS

Pickpocket used parlour 
game on victim
A pickpocket who 
seemingly hypnotised 
his victim was using an 
elaborate, well-practised 
“parlour trick”, police said. 
CCTV released yesterday 
showed the thief taking cash 
from a man working in an 
off-licence in north London 
while his victim “remained 
motionless and unable to 
resist,” Scotland Yard said.

‘Serial’ podcast coming 
to Radio 4 Extra
A podcast series which re-
examines a real-life US high 
school murder case and has 
already become a worldwide 
hit is to be aired by the 
BBC. Serial has topped 
download charts in many 
countries and is said to have 
been accessed 21 million 

times since its launch 
in October with weekly 
updates. Now the series, 
whose 10th episode was 
released online yesterday, is 
to be broadcast by Radio 4 
Extra from tomorrow. 

In Serial, journalist 
Sarah Koenig unfolds 
her examination of the 
circumstances surrounding 
the death of student Hae 
Min Lee in Baltimore 
County, Maryland, in 1999. 
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Why would 
the team 
possibly 
want to 
burn such 
expensive 
property?



� Saturday 6 december 2014 THE INDEPENDENTllll

Osborne set to 
miss target of 
doubling exports

George Osborne is set to miss 
his target of doubling Britain’s 
exports by 2020 by a vast mar-
gin, according to an analysis of 
data from the Government’s 
own official forecaster by The 
Independent.

In his 2012 Budget speech, 
the Chancellor bemoaned the 
UK’s falling share of world 
exports and said: “We want to 
double our nation’s exports to 
£1trillion this decade.”

But in what is likely to prove 
an embarrassment to the Gov-
ernment, underlying fore-
casts produced by the Office 
for Budget Responsibility 
(OBR) alongside the Autumn 
Statement this week suggest 
that the value of exports in 
2019/20 will reach just £617bn 
– almost 40 per cent less than 
Mr Osborne’s target. 

In a further blow, the OBR’s 
predictions also show the 
UK’s share of global export 
markets declining over the 
next five years, despite the 
ongoing recovery.

Back in 2010, the Chancel-
lor hoped exports would be 
a significant contributor to 
GDP growth and help shift the 
economy away from its reli-
ance on household consump-
tion. But net trade has dragged 
down the economy every year 
since 2011 and looks set to do 
so in 2014 as well.

The OBR’s latest underlying 
forecasts show this depress-
ing pattern continuing over 
the rest of the decade, with 
trade detracting from growth 
slightly in every year over the 
next Parliament. 

Instead, the biggest con-
tributor to growth between 
2015 and 2019, in the OBR’s 
view, will be household con-
sumption. As The Independ-
ent revealed yesterday, this 
consumption will be paid for 
by households taking on an 
additional £360bn of unse-
cured credit.

Ministers have blamed the 
protracted weakness of the 
eurozone, the UK’s biggest 
export market, for the disap-
pointment in overseas sales. 
Andrew Goodwin, of Oxford 
Economics, said the recent 

ExclusIvE
bEN cHu
economicS editor

UK trade will fall short of Chancellor’s goals, 
predicts Office for Budget Responsibility

appreciation of sterling, which 
makes our exports less com-
petitive in global markets, had 
impeded growth this year. 

Mr Goodwin said his own 
organisation’s forecasts were 
a little more optimistic on UK 
export growth than the OBR, 
but were broadly in line. “It’s 
going to be slow growing. 
We’re going to be dragging 
ourselves forward, not sprint-
ing ahead,” he said.

In a sign of how rapidly 
the trade outlook has dete-
riorated, the OBR slashed 
its forecast for 2015 export 
growth this week to 2.4 per 
cent, down from the 4.7 per 
cent it expected in March.

The British Chambers of 
Commerce predicted Mr 
Osborne would miss his 2020 
target earlier this year, saying 
that the Government was not 
offering sufficient support 
for British firms and export-
ers relative to our economic 
peers. “We’ve got a Govern-
ment that is not putting its 
money where its mouth is” 
said the BCC’s Director-Gen-
eral, John Longworth.

The Government has taken 
several trade delegations full 
of UK executives to big emerg-
ing market such as India and 
China in recent years. 

Exports to China last year 
were up 80 per cent on 2010 
levels at a rate of more than 
£1bn a month, but they have 
fallen back this year. The UK 
still exports more to Ireland 
than the world’s second larg-
est economy. 

Exports to India in 2013 
were up 40 per cent on 2010 
levels, but they are also down 
sharply so far this year.

Who gets the 
postal vote?

He may be facing a difficult 
2015, with polls predicting a 
calamitous general election, 
but there was widespread 
consensus yesterday that 
Nick Clegg has won the battle 
of the Christmas cards. His 
“photobooth” pictures of 
himself donning a Santa hat, 
to the amusement of his wife, 
Miriam, came across as warm 
and sincere.

Labour leader Ed Miliband 
also won good reviews for 
a family photo in which he 
looks unusually comfortable 
and relaxed,  while David 
Cameron plumped for a 
more formal photo outside 
No 10, flanked by Chelsea 
Pensioners.

Women bear 85% of burden after 
Coalition’s tax and benefit tweaks
aNDrEw grIcE
political editor

Women have been hit much 
harder than men by tax and 
benefit changes since the Coa-
lition took office, according to 
research by the House of Com-
mons Library.

A study taking account of the 
measures in George Osborne’s 
Autumn Statement shows that 
£22bn of the £26bn of the 
Treasury revenue raised from 
tax and benefit reforms since 
2010 has come from  women 
– 85 per cent  of the total.

Labour, which commis-
sioned the research, will 
highlight it in the run up to 

next May’s general election 
to further its claim that David 
Cameron has “a problem with 
women.”

The policies that have had 
the biggest impact on women 
include cuts in tax credits, 
which took £8.3bn away from 
women but only £2.3bn from 
men; reductions in housing 
benefit, under which women 
lost £2.3bn and men £1.5bn 
and a three-year freeze in child 
benefit, which cost women 
£3.5bn and men £346m.

Gloria De Piero, the shadow 
women and equalities spokes-
person, said: “The verdict’s in 
on this Tory-led Government’s 
record for women. Whilst 
Cameron and Clegg’s deci-

sions have hit women hardest, 
Labour will ensure support for 
women and families is at the 
heart of everything we do.”

But Nicky Morgan, the Min-
ister for Women and Equalities, 
said: “There are more women 
in work than ever before, and 
the gender pay gap has fallen 
to its lowest on record. 

“We are increasing the per-
sonal allowance from £10,000 
to £10,600 in 2015-16. This 
will take another 430,000 
people out of income tax, and 
almost two-thirds of them will 
be women. There are also more 
businesses led by women and, 
for the first time, this country 
now has a woman on every 
FTSE 100 board.”

U K  E X P O R T S

SOURCE: OBR, INDEPENDENT CALCULATIONS
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“Labour finally admits 
failure as missed deficit 
target means further 
borrowing binge,” 
screamed The Daily 

Telegraph. “Balls breaks promise to balance 
nation’s books,” said The Times. “Labour’s 
stealth tax: Balls to hike stamp duty after 
election,” predicted the Daily Mail.

I couldn’t help wondering what the front 
pages might have looked like if Ed Balls, 
the shadow Chancellor, rather than George 
Osborne had presented this week’s Autumn 
Statement. Osborne won positive headlines 
in Conservative-supporting newspapers by 
announcing a surprise shake-up of stamp 
duty which means that 98 per cent of 
homebuyers now pay less. To conjure up a 
“tax cut for millions” with no money was a 
masterstroke. 

Hitting rich homebuyers enabled 
Osborne to revive his dormant “we’re all 
in it together” slogan. His £1bn “Google 
tax” on multinationals was an attempt to 
show the Tories are not in the pockets 
of big business. His stamp duty reform 
also dented the appeal of the mansion 
tax proposed by Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats. 

I suspect the third of my imaginary 
headlines – turning stamp duty into a 
stealth tax – will come true, whoever is in 
power after next May’s general election. 
The extra home sales it will generate are 
already expected to raise Treasury stamp 
duty revenues from £11.5bn to £19.5bn 
by 2020. Any future chancellor – Osborne 
included – will surely be tempted to fiddle 
with the property value bands to raise even 
more. It is much easier to tweak an existing 
tax than impose a new one.

The Chancellor tells us he will clear the 
deficit by 2017-18 and run a £23bn budget 
surplus by the 2020 election – all without 
imposing any tax rises. That is implausible 
enough but it gets worse: he also promises 
£7.2bn of income tax cuts. Senior Whitehall 
officials know it doesn’t add up, and that 
some tax rises will be needed to reduce the 
cuts below £55bn. 

With an election coming, ministers 
would rather talk about money for the 
NHS, road schemes or flood defences. The 
Tories needed an “austerity plus” message 
different to the diet of cuts they offered 
in 2010, to show the pain since then has 
produced some gain. 

Osborne and his Liberal Democrat 
deputy Danny Alexander splashed the 
infrastructure cash in key constituencies. 
“Our MPs in the marginals are happy 
bunnies; they are feeling the love,” said 
one senior Tory. The Chancellor got 
a hero’s welcome when he addressed 
Tory backbenchers after his Commons 
statement. Even those MPs who are not 
“Friends of George”, his growing band 
of potential backers in the future Tory 
leadership stakes, hailed what they saw as a 
brilliant, highly political package. 

David Cameron and Osborne won’t lose 
sleep over the headlines about “colossal” 
spending cuts ahead. They judge that, if 

voters realise the scale of the remaining task 
on the deficit, they will stick with the Tories 
rather than take a punt on Labour. 

Both parties acknowledge the need for 
cuts but when asked for specifics, their 
offerings are puny. Osborne cites a two-year 
freeze in most working-age benefits. But 
that would raise £3.2bn towards welfare 
savings estimated at more than £20bn. 

His aides say his plans are credible, that 
people should “look at his record” on cuts 
since 2010. Labour cites its proposed 1 
per cent cap on child benefit rises for two 
years to save £400m. But the Coalition is 
already doing year one. Much more honesty 
is required from all the parties on the big 
ticket items they would cut. 

Labour feels aggrieved that Osborne 
got away with blue murder this week. 
He announced that the Coalition would 
halve rather than eliminate the deficit 
in the current five-year parliament as 
originally planned. Ironically, the very 
plan that Alistair Darling, the then Labour 
Chancellor, put forward before the last 
election, which was attacked as inadequate 
by the Tories.

But Labour doesn’t deserve any public 
sympathy. The party’s smoke signals 
suggest it would have room to spend £27bn 
a year more than the Tories, giving voters 
a real choice. The Labour leadership is 

torn between making a virtue of that and 
spelling out the deep cuts that would still 
be needed. So it sits uncomfortably on 
the fence, its fuzzy message reducing its 
chances of being trusted with the nation’s 
finances again. 

The opinion polls suggest that voters 
would like Cameron to remain prime 
minister, but would prefer a Labour 
government. My top Tory sources tell me he 
is unlikely to defect to Labour, so the public 
will soon have a big choice to make.

The stamp duty hike for the rich was 
part of a wider canvas. “We are closing 
off our exposed flanks,” said one Tory 
strategist. Cameron aides say his speech 
on immigration a week ago was his “last 
word” on it before the election, although 
Ukip will have something to say about 
that. Osborne’s extra £2bn for the health 
budget was another attempt to neutralise a 
difficult issue. It was also yet another trap 
for Labour.

True to form, Labour declared that it 
would still spend an extra £2.5bn on NHS, 
no matter how much the Tories pledge for it. 
No one doubts the money is needed. But “I’ll 
raise you £2.5bn” was not a good message 
for a party which desperately needs to gain 
credibility on the deficit 
– and soon. The Tories 
are eliminating their 
negatives. Labour  
is not.

The Tories are shoring up their defences. 
Labour’s are still dangerously exposed

Inside Westminster
Andrew Grice

Overseas aid 
Bill survives  
opposition 
from Tory 
right wing

NIgEl morrIs
deputy political editor

A Bill which would guarantee 
minimum levels of spending 
on overseas aid yesterday sur-
vived an attempt by Conserva-
tive right-wingers to torpedo 
the measure.

A handful of Tories, sup-
ported by the newly elected 
Ukip MP Mark Reckless, voted 
against proposals to enshrine in 
law the commitment to spend 
0.7 per cent of national income 
on international development. 

There had been speculation 
that opponents would try to 
kill off the legislation by talk-
ing it out or tabling wrecking 
amendments; Tory MP Philip 
Davies spoke against the meas-
ure for more than an hour. But 
the Bill cleared the Commons 
with 15 minutes to spare.

David Cameron has faced 
Tory opposition to his deter-
mination to boost aid spend-
ing. He did not take part in the 
vote, although several minis-
ters voted in favour.

The Bill had been proposed 
by the former Liberal Demo-
crat cabinet minister, Michael 
Moore, who said it mattered 
because British aid “saves lives 
and transforms lives”.

Following the vote, Oxfam’s 
chief executive Mark Goldring 
said: “This commitment  
will mean the UK continues 
to lead the way in supporting 
lasting progress for millions  
hit by poverty, conflict and 
natural disasters.”

Cameron and Osborne won’t lose 
sleep over the headlines about 
‘colossal’ spending cuts ahead
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WARREN ANDERSON, EX-CHAIRMAN AND CEO of Union
Carbide has died, aged 92. The news broke on Halloween, by
which time he had already been gone a month. Perhaps his
executors, aware of the looming 30th anniversary of the Union
Carbide disaster in Bhopal, feared protests at his funeral.

Bhopal anniversaries were difficult for Anderson. They
brought reporters and questions. ‘Does it haunt you?’ ‘Why
won’t you talk about it?’ Mrs Anderson would step in to help
her husband. ‘That was a long time ago. He went over there
and tried to help. But they didn’t want his help.’ So much did
Anderson hate talking about Bhopal that in recent Decembers
he and his wife would leave their gated Vero Beach community
and hole up in a flat a few miles away. 

The 2014 anniversary, marking 30 years of pain, ruined
lungs, cancers, sore weeping skin, ruined eyes, failed kidneys,
liver disease, breathless panic, twisted children and mangled
births, would have been a particular ordeal for Anderson. He
was being sought by the producers of A Prayer for Rain, a
major feature about Bhopal in which he is played by Martin
Sheen. They wanted to offer him a chance to put his point of
view. Said Sheen, ‘We tried to contact him to show him our
script. But he never made a single move towards us.’  

When news of his death reached Bhopal, gas-survivors
gathered at the Union Carbide factory gate, close to where a
thirty-year-old slogan reads HANG ANDERSON, to spit on his
photograph. The present writer has been responsible for
every one of the appeals that have appeared for the Bhopal
Medical Appeal over the last twenty years. I know and admire
many of the people who spat on Anderson’s photograph and my
immediate feeling was regret that they had done it. Then I read
an article The Death Of An Enemy by US-based writer Siddhartha Deb who said, ‘The anger
one feels about Bhopal is the anger one feels about injustice; and that injustice is a structural
matter, larger than just one old man—even if that old man evinced no interest or genuine
sympathy for those whose ruined lives had become connected to his…So rest in peace,
Warren Anderson. We never wanted to hang you. The Anderson we want to hang is still Union
Carbide, Dow, the Indian government, the India-U.S. CEO Forum.’

I feel Deb is wrong. Justice or injustice, it’s always an individual moral choice. I also feel
that writers like Deb and myself do not have the right to issue pronouncements on behalf of
people whose experiences we have no possible way to understand. 

When the survivors speak for themselves these are some of the stories they tell.

‘If I think what terror is, it’s waking in darkness to the sound of screaming. Eyes and mouth on fire.
The room full of white mist. The children coughing. Outside people were shouting “Run! Gas!” The pain
in my chest was unbearable. Not knowing what’s happened, I said to my husband, “Get the children, run!”

‘Stepping out of the house we found people rushing past like a river. We were swept away with them,
gripping tight our children’s hands. The gas was so thick that bulbs were dim pinpricks. People were
running, this way, that way, some in their underclothes, others naked, all running for their lives. Cows ran
too, knocking people over. Those who fell didn’t get up. In the crush my children's hands were torn away.

I screamed their names. I tried to search for them, but they were gone. 
‘All around me people were dying in hideous ways. Some had piss

and shit running down their legs. Others were puking blood. People
were washing their eyes in open drains to ease the pain.

‘I saw a woman lose her unborn child. Her womb opened and the
foetus came out right there in the street…I was thinking this is all a
horrible dream, I have to wake up. All these years later I still dream of
dying people stumbling in brown tobacco light.’           SURVIVOR STATEMENTS

More than half a million people were injured by Union
Carbide’s gases. Thirty years later some 150,000 people in the
city remain incurably ill. By January 2012 the death toll, based
on official figures and studies, was nearly 23,000. 

Union Carbide’s abandoned, derelict factory remains full
of pesticides. Toxic sludges dumped by Carbide have poisoned
the ground water. In areas where the water is bad hundreds of
children have been born dead, malformed, and brain damaged
and birth defects occur at many times the national average.

The corporation that gassed a city and ruined countless lives
fought tooth and nail to pay out as little at possible. The pitiful
compensation that some, not all, received works out over thirty
years at less than 3p a day. Promised jobs never came. It took
an order from India’s Supreme Court before politicians finally
piped clean water to people who had been drinking, bathing in
and cooking with, a brew of lethal chemicals.  

Warren Anderson was not responsible for all these evils
but he was the powerful boss who walked away from the havoc
his company had created. Sheen says, ‘He could have taken
responsibility, cleaned up the mess and brought in a medical
team to help the people who were still suffering. It would have
made a difference, but he hadn’t the courage. He couldn’t

find that moment of clarity. Couldn’t face accepting his responsibility. He had a chance to
become human. He chose to remain inhuman.’

Whoever is to blame for what happened in Bhopal the victims were utterly innocent.
They slowly learned that there is no justice in the world. The indifference of corporations
and governments demonstrates that there is not much humanity either. 

Justice and kindness begin and end with individuals. Rampyari Bai is one of those who
spat on Anderson’s picture. She is 90, almost deaf and suffers from ulcers and cancer. She saw
her pregnant daughter-in-law and unborn grandchild die from the gas and her son suffer
several amputations. She vows, ‘Even if I have to crawl on the ground I’ll fight for justice
and good medical care until my final breath.’ 

Twenty years ago, Rampyari was one of the group of survivors who, realising that they
had been abandoned by every authority with a duty of care, decided to start their own free
clinics. The Bhopal Medical Appeal was set up by individuals in the UK to support that vision.

The two clinics we fund have given free award-winning medical care to about 40,000
people and are the only places where families with damaged children can get free medical
care and therapy. Our work is depends entirely on the donations of compassionate individuals.

If this is you please help as generously as you feel able.

Would you have spat on
a dead man’s photograph?

They did in Bhopal.
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the Olympian Lizzy yarnold received the insignia of her mbe, 
awarded in honour of her services to sport, from the Queen at 
Windsor castle yesterday. yarnold, 26, from West Kingsdown in 
Kent, won Great britain’s only gold medal at the Sochi Games in 
the women’s skeleton bobsled event. PA

Yarnold’s 
latest 
medal

Doctor killed himself after mother 
asked him to seek ‘gay cure’

A Harley Street doctor killed 
himself by jumping  from his 
luxury penthouse apartment 
after his mother asked him to 
seek “a cure” for being gay, an 
inquest heard.

Dr Nazim Mahmood, fell 
four storeys to his death from 
the balcony of his £700,000 
flat in a mansion block in 
West Hampstead, London, 
in July.

An inquest at St Pancras 
Coroners’ Court  heard 
Dr Mahmood had told his 
mother he was gay and was 
in a 13-year relationship with 
his fiancée, Matthew Ogston, 
just days before his death.

The court heard Dr Mah-
mood had kept his sexuality 
secret from his Muslim fam-
ily in Birmingham, fearing 
they would refuse to accept 
it on religious and cultural 
grounds. 

But having returned to the 
family home to celebrate Eid, 
the 34-year-old revealed his 

mATT wATTs sexuality after his mother 
asked him if he was gay, the 
court heard.

Mr Ogston, who lived at 
the penthouse flat with Dr 
Mahmood, told the inquest 
yesterday: “She had sug-
gested to him he needed to 
see a psychiatrist to see if he 
could be cured. Together I 
think they agreed they would 
get through it.

“Telling someone they 
needed to be cured would not 
be the easiest thing to take.”

The court heard that Dr 
Mahmood, who had never 
suffered from depression 
or any other mental illness, 
had taken drugs mephedrone 
and ketamine shortly before 
his death.

Dr Mahmood was a GP 
who also ran Face Clinic 
London – a chain of medical 
clinics which he co-founded 
in 2009,  providing wrinkle 
treatments such as Botox and 
chemical peels. 

Mr Ogston wept in court 
as he told of his love for Dr 
Mahmood, describing him 

as his “soulmate” and  insist-
ing his fiancé had given no 
indication of any intention to 
kill himself.

“He always wanted to 
help other people, always 
put other people first and 
wanted to care for people,” 
Mr Ogston told the coroner. 
“He was quite simply the 
most amazing man I’ll ever 
meet in my whole life.”

The coroner, Mary Has-
sell, ruled that Dr Mahmood 
took his own life. She said: “It 
seems incredible that a young 
man with so much going for 
him could have taken his 
own life. 

“But what I’ve heard is 
that he had one great sadness 
which was the difficulty his 
family had in accepting his 
sexuality.

“It seems desperately 
sad that in 2014 a person 
should feel that they can’t be 
accepted because of the way 
that they live and I can only 
feel the deepest sympathy for 
Nazim that he felt so sad and 
desperate.”

He always 
wanted to 
help other 
people, 
always  
put other 
people first
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UK democracy 
undermined by 
police power to 
snoop, say MPs

Secretive snooping powers 
that have been used by police 
to blow the cover of whistle-
blowers are “not fit for pur-
pose”, MPs warn today amid 
serious concerns about the use 
of surveillance in the UK.

British democracy is being 
undermined by the abuse of 
terror laws which saw the 
police sign off more than 
500,000 requests last year 
to retrieve communications 
data, says the influential Home 
Affairs committee. The report 
came as one of Britain’ most 
senior police officers warned 
there is a risk of the country 
becoming a “police state”.

The current snooping 

Paul PEacHEy
crime correSpondent

police 
snooping 
powers were 
questioned 
on the day 
Sir peter 
Fahy warned 
of a drift 
towards a 
police state 
GETTy

powers, which have also been 
exploited by councils to spy 
on ordinary citizens, must be 
overhauled urgently, the MPs 
argue in a report published just 
hours after judges ruled that 
GCHQ’s current system of 
intelligence collection is law-
ful.

Police used the powers 
to trawl through journal-
ists’ phone data and identi-
fied sources for stories that 
exposed disgraced former 
ministers Chris Huhne and 
Andrew Mitchell as liars.

One of the sources – former 
judge Constance Briscoe – was 
herself later jailed after lying 
to police about her contacts 
with the media, but a former 
policeman faced no criminal 
charges despite being sacked 
after telling The Sun about Mr 

Mitchell’s “pleb” rant at fellow 
officers in Downing Street.

Police are al lowed to 
retrieve communications 
data – which includes phone 
logs but not the contents of 
the calls – without the need 
to go to court on the say-so 
of a senior officer, under the 
2000 Regulation of Investiga-
tory Powers Act (RIPA).

Last year, police signed 
off on more than 450,000 
requests, and the intelligence 

services more than 50,000.”
Sir Peter Fahy, Chief Con-

stable in Greater Manchester, 
warned unless Parliament 
addresses what is defined 
as free speech and what is 
extremism, it will end up being 
decided by security forces. “If 
these issues are left to securo-
crats then there is a danger of 
a drift to a police state,” he 
told The Guardian. “There 
is a danger of us being turned 
into a thought police.”

If left to 
securocrats 
then there 
is a danger 
of a drift 
to a police 
state

Judges say 
GCHQ’s 
methods 
are lawful

The legal regime overseeing 
GCHQ’s mass surveillance 
programmes is now lawful, a 
body that investigates com-
plaints against intelligence 
agencies has found.

The human rights groups 
Liberty, Privacy International 
and Amnesty brought a legal 
challenge against GCHQ fol-
lowing disclosures made by the 
whistleblower Edward Snow-
den. They argued GCHQ’s 
methods breached article 8 
of the European Convention 
on Human Rights, the right 
to privacy, as well as article 
10, which protects freedom of 
expression. But judges at the 
Investigatory Powers Tribunal 
said: “There is no contraven-
tion of articles 8 and 10 by ref-
erence to those systems.”

Amnesty said it would 
appeal against the decision 
at the European Court of 
Human Rights.

jamIE GrIErsoN

News 
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Festival fined 
for ‘distressing’ 
marketing texts 
from ‘mum’
Paul gallagHEr

The organisers of the Parklife 
Festival in Manchester have 
been fined by the communi-
cations watchdog for sending 
marketing texts to thousands of 
ticket holders which appeared 
on their mobile phones as hav-
ing been sent by “mum”.

More than 70 ticket hold-
ers for the festival, which took 
place in June, complained 
about the “fun” PR trick. Many 
said it had upset them as their 
mothers had died. The texts 
caused “substantial distress”, 
the Information Commission-
ers Officer (ICO) said.

Ros Prior, 19, was one of 
70,000 ticket holders who 
received the text, which read: 
“Some of the Parklife after 
parties have already sold out. 
If your [sic] going, make sure 
your [sic] home for breakfast! 
Xxx www.afterlifemcr.com”.

“My phone went off and I 
clicked to read it. It said, ‘New 
message from mum’ and my 
heart stopped,” she said. Her 
mother had died of multiple 
sclerosis three years earlier.

“Even though it was only 
two seconds of sheer panic, it 
was horrible because I just saw 
mum. You just think, ‘Oh my 
God, is she still alive?’ I started 
crying. And then I read the text 
and realised it was Parklife.”

Ms Prior emailed the organ-
isers, Parklife Manchester, to 
express her “utter disgust with 
your completely inconsiderate 
and insensitive use of recent 
marketing techniques”.

Another ticket holder, 
whose mother had recently 
died, had kept her number in 
his contacts. He told the ICO 
he was extremely distressed 
to receive the “unprofessional 
and disgusting message”. 

Many of those who had 
bought tickets for the festival, 
where Snoop Dogg and Foals 
headlined, refused to go or 
handed back their tickets after 
receiving the text. 

The ICO fined Parklife Man-
chester for breaching regula-
tions because the identity of 
the person behind the text was 
“disguised or concealed”.

It also criticised the com-
pany for not initially taking 
the complaints seriously. 
Sacha Lord-Marchionne, the 
festival director, had tried to 
make light of the complaints, 
tweeting: “So this is what it 
feels like to be a jar of Marmite 
#LoveItOrHateIt”.

The company subsequently 
issued a public statement apol-
ogising for any distress caused 
and has co-operated with the 
watchdog’s investigation.

The event itself was marred 
by violence: two teenagers 
survived being stabbed, but a 
26-year-old man was killed by 
a punch to the head.

Steve Eckersley, the ICO’s 
head of enforcement, said: 
“This was a poorly thought out 
piece of marketing that didn’t 
appear to even try to follow the 
rules or consider the impact 
that their actions would have 
on the privacy of individuals. 

“It made some people very 
upset in an attempt to sell 
tickets to a club night. The 
fine sends a clear message that 
using this type of marketing is 
unacceptable.”

A festival spokesman said: 
“The communication was 
intended as a fun way of engag-
ing festival-goers. However, 
the festival acknowledges this 
was not an appropriate theme 
for everyone. The Parklife 
Weekender wants to apologise 
for any offence caused by the 
SMS marketing message.”

music 
fans at this 
summer’s 
Parklife 
Weekender 
festival in 
manchester  
EmPIcs

It was two 
seconds of 
panic. You 
just think, 
‘Oh my 
God, is she 
still alive?’

crImE

NEws IN 
brIEf

Griffin guilty of killing 
millionaire girlfriend
A businessman who 
punched and beat his 
wealthy girlfriend to death 
with a hat stand in their 
£1,000-a-night hotel room 
in Paris has been jailed for 
20 years.

Ian Griffin fled in his 
Porsche 911 after killing 
Kinga Legg in June 2009 and 
returned to Britain but was 
tracked down five days later. 

More school results axed 
over cheating
The number of primary 
schools having their exam 
results scrapped because of 
cheating has increased six 
fold in 12 months amid fears 
rules are being flouted to 
boost marks.

A total of 37 state primary 
schools had exam results for 
a whole year group binned 
last year, compared to just 
six the year before.

EDucaTIoNMs Legg, a millionairess, 
was found dead in the hotel 
suite’s bathtub. She was 
covered in more than 100 
bruises. Griffin claimed to 
have no memory of what 
happened. 

Ms Legg’s brother, Marek 
Wolf, said: “It was the 
correct verdict.’’ 

 Jurors took five hours to 
reach a verdict that Griffin 
voluntarily killed her. The 
judge said they had accepted 
Griffin’s level of responsibly 
was “changed” by his mental 
state.
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Where does one begin with 
Dr James Dewey Watson, the 
brilliant co-discoverer of the 
DNA double helix, best-selling 
author, Nobel laureate, icono-
clast and scientific racist?

This week, Watson’s 23-
carat gold Nobel medal went 
under the hammer at Chris-
tie’s in New York, sold by 
telephone auction for $4.75m 
(£3m) to an anonymous 
buyer. It had been with him 
since 1962 but will now help 
to pay for the impoverished 
retirement of the 82-year-
old godfather of molecular 
 biology. Or so he would have 
us believe.

In an interview with the 
Financial Times last week, 
Watson claimed that he has 
been shunned by the scientific 
community for daring to sug-
gest that race and intelligence 
are linked. He had become an 
“unperson”, he said, for com-
ments attributed to him in a 
newspaper interview pub-
lished in 2007.

“Because I was an ‘unper-
son’ I was fired from the 
boards of companies, so I 
have no income, apart from 
my academic income,” he 
said, before adding rather mis-
chievously that he needs the 
money not to pay his gas bill, 
but to buy a David Hockney 
painting, and to make some 
charitable donations.

Watson said that he was 
“not a racist in a conventional 

way” and apologised once 
again for remarks attributed 
to him seven years ago by 
a Sunday Times journalist, 
who also happened to be a 
former hand-picked student 
of his at the Cold Spring Har-
bor Laboratory in New York, 
where he was the director for 
nearly half a century.

That long, 4,000-word 
article published in the maga-
zine section was largely about 
fairly uncontroversial matters 
relating to a new biographical 
book by Watson. But towards 
the end, the journalist, Char-
lotte Hunt-Grubbe, included 
a few disjointed quotes from 
Watson that effectively ended 
his career and his standing 
among many of his peers.

“He says that he is ‘inher-
ently gloomy about the pros-
pects of Africa’ because ‘all our 
social policies are based on the 
fact that their intelligence is 
the same as ours – whereas 
all the testing says not really’,” 
Hunt-Grubbe wrote. 

“His hope is that everyone 
is equal, but he counters that 
‘people who have to deal with 
black employees find this not 
true’. He says that you should 
not discriminate on the basis 
of colour, because ‘there are 
many people of colour who are 
very talented, but don’t pro-
mote them when they haven’t 
succeeded at the lowest level,” 
she wrote.

Other newspapers, led by 

The Nobel medal has gone, sold for 
$4.75m. So has his reputation, 
besmirched by allegations of racism. 
But is James Watson the victim of 
political correctness – or a loose cannon
with unsavoury opinions he can’t keep 
to himself? S t e v e  Co n n o r  reports

A human 
riddle 
wrapped 
in a DnA 
double 
helix

Sam Smith and Ed Sheeran up for 
awards in next year’s Grammys

British performers including 
Ed Sheeran and Sam Smith 
are in the running for next 
year’s Grammy Awards after 
nominations were revealed 
yesterday.

Smith, who has gone from 
strength to strength after 
landing the Critics Choice 
prize at the Brits this year, 
has had huge success in the 
US. He is shortlisted for 
best pop vocal album, best 
pop solo and is up for record 
of the year with “Stay With 
Me”. The song is up against 
Taylor Swift’s “Shake It Off”, 
Meghan Trainor’s “All About 
That Bass”, Sia’s “Chandelier” 
and “Fancy” by Iggy Azalea.

Smith – who has been 
suggested as a contender 
for the title song for the new 
James Bond film Spectre 
– is up against fellow Britons 
Sheeran and Coldplay in the 
pop vocal album list. Smith’s 
In The Lonely Hour takes on 
Sheeran’s x, Coldplay’s Ghost 
Stories, Katy Perry’s Prism, 
Bangerz by Miley Cyrus and 
My Everything by Ariana 
Grande.

Sheeran was delighted 
with his inclusion, posting 
a message on Twitter which 
said: “Grammy nom[ination] 
and my album multiply has 
sold three million worldwide 
as of this morning. Good start 
to the day, thanks for all the 
support and love.”

In the pop solo category, 

ANTHoNy BArNEs Smith’s “Stay With Me” is 
up against Swift’s “Shake 
It Off”, Sia’s “Chandelier”, 
John Legend’s “All Of Me” 
and“Happy” by Pharrell 
Williams.

Comedienne Joan Rivers, 
who died three months ago, 
has a posthumous nomination 
for Diary Of A Mad Diva in 
the best spoken word album 
category.

Coldplay’s frontman Chris 
Martin hinted in an interview 
on Radio 1 that their next 
album would be their last. He 
said: “It’s our seventh thing, 
and the way we look at it is like 
the last Harry Potter book or 
something. Not to say that 
there might not be another 
thing one day, but this is the 
completion of something.”

News 

oN oTHEr 
PAgEs

Profile:  
ed Sheeran 

P.40
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The Independent, took up 
the story which broke just as 
Watson had landed at Hea-
throw to conduct a publicity 
tour of Britain for his book, 
appropriately entitled Avoid 
Boring People: Lessons from a 
Life in Science. 

In the work, he expanded 
on this theme of racial differ-
ences in intelligence, writing 
that “there is no firm reason 
to anticipate that the intel-
lectual capacities of peoples 
geographically separated by 
their evolution should prove to 
have evolved identically. Our 
wanting to reserve equal pow-
ers of reason as some universal 
heritage of humanity will not 
be enough to make it so.”

Understandably, politi-
cians ranging from Keith 
Vaz, the Labour chair of the 
Home Affairs Select Com-
mittee, to Ken Livingstone, 
the then Mayor of London, 
were incensed that Watson 
was about to be feted at meet-
ings up and down the country, 
from London to Edinburgh. 
“It is sad to see a scientist of 
such achievement making 
such baseless, unscientific 
and extremely offensive com-
ments,” Mr Vaz said.

The Science Museum in 
London, where Watson was 
due to deliver a sold-out lec-
ture, cancelled the gig, say-
ing that the Nobel laureate 
had “gone beyond the point 
of acceptable debate”. Edin-

burgh University swiftly fol-
lowed and Watson and his 
publishers were suddenly 
looking at a car wreck of a 
promotional book tour.

But worse was to follow. 
His beloved Cold Spring Har-
bour Laboratory, where he 
was Chancellor, suspended 
him from his administrative 
duties and recalled him to 
New York in an attempt to 
protect itself from the inflam-
matory implication that it was 
somehow involved in promot-
ing eugenics and the idea of 
there being a genetic basis to 
race and intelligence.

On the eve of his departure, 
I met Watson at a sparsely 
attended book reception at 
the Royal Society and asked 
him whether he had really 
said what was attributed to 
him. “I cannot understand 
how I could have said what 
I am quoted as having said,” 
he replied. 

He then suggested that the 
comments may even had been 
misheard or misunderstood 
after the interview with Hunt-
Grubbe when he was driving 
her back to the airport, as 
was his custom with visiting 
journalists, entertaining them 
with gossipy conversation. 

He also rather bitterly 
pointed out that Hunt-
Grubbe, whom he had specifi-
cally requested to interview 
him to promote his book, had 
failed to turn up for his Royal 

Society reception. “It speaks 
volumes,” he whispered con-
spiratorially, as if to suggest 
that Hunt-Grubbe must har-
bour some regrets.

But for all his expressed 
astonishment about the 
quotes attributed to him, it 
is difficult not to believe that 
he said what he was quoted as 
saying, although the context 
may well have been differ-
ent and more nuanced than 
implied by the article. 

Anyone who has followed 
Watson over the years since he 
carried out his Nobel-Prize-
winning work at the age of 
25, knows about his capacity 
to offend. Whether written or 
spoken, his words have fre-
quently over the years caused 
controversy and outrage. 

He wrote the inside story of 

his co-discovery in a racy little 
book called The Double Helix 
published in 1968. It became 
an immediate bestseller, 
but shocked other scientists 
including Francis Crick, his 
collaborator at Cambridge 
University, who thought it 
was low-brow tittle-tattle.

Wa t s o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
incensed feminists with 
his sexist descriptions of 
Rosalind Franklin, who with 
Maurice Wilkins had pro-
duced the X-ray images at 
King’s College London on 
which Crick and Watson had 
built their model of the DNA 
helix. Franklin, or “Rosy” as 
Watson insisted on calling 
her in his book, was “not 
unattractive, and might have 
been quite stunning had she 
taken even a mild interest 
in clothes”.

It could be argued that this 
was a different age to now, but 
then again these words come 
from a man who also joked 
“the best place for a feminist 
is in another person’s lab”.

I know from personal 
experience that his humour 
can stretch the boundaries of 
acceptability. When I inter-
viewed him at Cold Harbour 
in 2003, I asked him about 
germ-line gene therapy, the 
idea of modifying the genes 
of future generations which 
I knew he was in favour of 
considering as a viable medi-
cal technique.

dr James 
Watson with 
the original 
dNa model; 
he is no 
stranger to 
controversy, 
having also 
offended 
feminists 
afP/gETTy 

dr Watson’s 1962 Nobel Prize 
medal was auctioned for £3m 
at christie’s this week aP

“I always draw a laugh when 
I say that everyone knows the 
Irish need improvement,” he 
said deadpan but with a twin-
kle in his eye. As someone 
with obvious Irish ancestry, 
I could have taken offence, 
but I also knew that he has 
about as much Irish DNA as 
me and laughed it off.

But there have been other 
outrageous comments that 
cannot be laughed away, such 
as his view that dark-skinned 
people may have a bigger 
libido or the idea that women 
should be able to abort foe-
tuses with “gay genes”, which 
he later said was misunder-
stood as he was talking about 
being pro-choice rather than 
being anti-homosexual. 

But this capacity to go 
dangerously and excitingly  
off-piste is why journal-
ists like to interview him 
so much. We know, and he 
knows long before you know 
it, that the interview will 
never be boring. 

As long ago as 1990, the 
journal Science published an 
editorial stating: “To many 
in the scientific community, 
Watson has long been some-
thing of a wild man, and his 
colleagues tend to hold their 
collective breath whenever he 
veers from the script.”

The evolutionary biolo-
gist Edward O Wilson, who 
had clashed with Watson in 
the 1960s when he became a 
Harvard professor at the age 
of 28, famously called him 
the “Caligula of biology” 
who was given a licence to say 
anything that came to mind 
because of the greatness of 
his discovery.

“Few dared to call him 
openly to account … for the 
compelling reason that the 
deciphering of the DNA 
molecule with Francis Crick 
towered over all that the rest 
of us had achieved and could 
ever hope to achieve,” Wilson 
once wrote.

Matt Ridley, a science 
writer, once said that Watson 
is always two or three steps 
ahead of you in a conversa-
tion, and for all his apparent 
foot-in-mouth gaffes, one 
can’t help but feel that it’s 
part of his plan to court con-
troversy and thereby gener-
ate publicity. 

It was surely no accident 
that he talked to the Finan-
cial Times a week before the 
Christie’s auction – what bet-
ter media outlet to alert the 
world’s billionaires about 
an unmissible offer of a 
Nobel gold medal? Just as the 
 Sunday Times interview with 
a friendly former student, 
who must have ticked all his 
boxes about “girls” being 
blond, pretty and posh, was 
a carefully planned publicity 
operation.

But what Watson failed to 
realise, perhaps, is that he 
long ago lost his licence to say 
publicly whatever comes to 
mind. He has learnt the hard 
way that there are other ways 
to avoid boring people.
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The whiplash backlash: it’s not 
as if we’re hurting anyone (else)

From her secluded studio in 
Hampshire, Nikki has been 
running her online business 
for 15 years. A successful local 
businesswoman, until this 
week she would give work 
to up to 30 different models, 
actors and actresses. 

Few of her neighbours will 
have known her speciality 
though; she produces porno-
graphic videos of “face-sitting” 
and female domination. 

Following a change in the 
law, Nikki, who is profes-
sionally known as Mistress 
Whiplash, has had to close 
six of her video-on-demand 
websites after the new rules 
made her business model 
unprofitable.

She used to charge visitors 
to her websites up to £30 
to view her “niche” videos, 
which she insists are “con-
senting”, “legal” and “helping 

to reduce the stigma for peo-
ple who have different kinks” 
in society.

Nikki, 30, is not alone. She 
is one of dozens of small Brit-
ish pornographers who have 
hit out against a change in the 
law which means niche paid-
for online pornography of unu-
sual fetishes is now regulated 
in the same way as traditional 
DVDs bought in sex shops. 

The new rules are set by the 
Authority for Television On 
Demand (Atvod) using guide-
lines from the British Board of 
Film Censors (BBFC). 

Porn producers such as 
Nikki say these guidelines 
are based on a the 55-year-old 
Obscene Publication Act and 
are set to drive dozens of por-
nographers out of business. 

In effect, the new rules 
mean that acts such as can-
ing, bondage and spank-

ing are now banned, say the 
 pornographers

“There was always a fear 
that regulation would extend 
to us, and I’ve been regulated 
with regards to age consent by 
Atvod since 2013,” said Nikki, 
who started her career as a 

glamour model before setting 
up her own business specialis-
ing in face-sitting videos. 

“At that point I was happy 
to introduce more age verifi-
cation methods, but the new 
rules have wiped out six of my 
seven websites overnight.”

She added: “Face-sitting is 
exactly was it sounds like... 
The issue the regulator has 
with it is that there’s a per-
ceived breathing issue, but 
we’re talking about an 8st 
glamour model sitting on a 
14st man. I’ve never heard 
of an injury, let alone a death 
from it. It’s Orwellian really 
that the regulator is trying to 
ban a sex act that would be 
totally legal at home.” 

Atvod says the new rules 
were required to bring inter-
net porn in line with DVD 
sales in sex shops and don’t 
constitute a “banned” list of 

News  

A new law will outlaw video-on-demand websites which showcase certain sexual 
practices. jamie merrill meets the practitioners with livelihoods on the line
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you in future, text NOCALL CA to 70123 to receive no calls or NOSMS CA to 70123 to receive no SMS messages. To discuss this payment call 0203 282 7863. Ensure 
you get the bill payer’s permission before making a donation. UK registered charity number 1105851 Company number 5171525 Scotland charity number SC039150 
NI charity number XR94639 NI company number NI059154. The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid; © Christian Aid November 2014. 
Image for illustrative purposes only. Contents of delivery kits vary.

Headline data: Worldwide annual neonatal deaths attributable to intrapartum conditions. Source: Lancet 2014; 384: 189-205 

Lack of medical care kills 
a baby every 60 seconds.

Text KIT to 70080 to give £5 and your 
gift will be doubled for FREE – enough 
to send one life-saving delivery kit

In rural Kenya, women often have to give birth
with no medical care so thousands of babies die 
needlessly every year. But a Christmas gift of just £5 
from you could help save a baby’s life. Text now and 
the UK Government will double your gift to £10 – 
enough to send a life-saving delivery kit and help
bring a new life into the world this Christmas. 

sex acts, but rather they pro-
hibit various “types of mate-
rial” from being broadcast. 

These  mater ia l s  now 
include scenes that range 
from detailed portrayals of 
violence to scenes of crimi-
nal activity. The depiction of 
these activities has long been 
banned in the cinema and on 
DVD, says the body.

Despite this, campaigners 
say the move is an attack on a 
harmless industry. Myles Jack-
man, a solicitor specialising in 
obscenity law at Hodge Jones 
and Allen LLP, said: “This is 
impacting on millions of con-
senting adults who choose to 
view British pornography; 
forcing independent UK 
producers to close down and 
implementing the first step 
in a sustained campaign of 
 censorship” 

“What I find staggering is 
the disparity in the rules,” said 
porn producer Pandora Blake, 
who specialises in feminist 
domination. “There is mas-
sive gender inequality which 
suggests female sexual pleas-
ure is less natural than male 
pleasure.” 

However, this week there 
has been some confusion 
over exactly what is “banned” 
under the new rules. 

Peter Johnson, the chief 
executive officer of Atvod, 
said: “A lot of the information 
online this week hasn’t been 
accurate. The material we are 
talking about isn’t light spank-
ing or the cheeky chappy stuff 
at the end of the pier. 

“The sort of material that 
video on demand websites 
are now not allowed to show, 
is material that for instance 
included scenes of coercion, 
adults role playing as chil-
dren or any material that is in 
breach of the law. 

“All the changes in the rule 
mean is that video on demand 
websites are on the same foot-
ing as DVDs in sex shops.”

Beyond the legal wrangling 
over lists of banned acts, what’s 
really angered producers such 
as Ms Blake and Nikki though, 
is that most of the material in 
dispute is still freely available 
online from pornographers 
based overseas. 

Nikki said: “There isn’t a 
level playing field with the 
rest of the world. Most of 
our customers are just going 
to go abroad now. The only 
person losing out is British 
business.”

Ms Blake is taking another 
approach though, and won’t 
be complying with the new 
rules. “I’m refusing to comply 
and will keep trading as long 
as I can. These guidelines are 
based on a law that is 25 years 
out of date at least”. 

She added: “It’s nonsensical 
to apply them to the internet. 
Anything that adults consent  
to should be legal. Drawing 
more guidelines on how red a 
bottom is makes no sense. The 
law shouldn’t impose bounda-
ries on personal comfort.”

NEws IN 
brIEf

Dead baby found in gorge 
is formally identified
A baby found dead in the 
Avon Gorge was formally 
identified yesterday. 
Four-day-old Zaani Bevan 
Malbrouck had been taken 
from St Michael’s Hospital 
in Bristol on Tuesday by her 
mother, Charlotte Bevan. 
Ms Bevan’s body was found 
in the gorge on Wednesday 
night. Zaani’s body was 
found nearby on Thursday.

‘Birdman’ given second 
Asbo for feeding pigeons
A man known as the 
Morecambe Birdman has 
been ordered to reduce 
the amount of birdseed he 
feeds to pigeons from 40kg 
(88lb) a day to 0.5kg (1.1lb) 
three times a week. John 
Wilkinson has been given 
a new antisocial behaviour 
order (Asbo) after spending 
three weeks in jail for 
ignoring a previous Asbo. 

Cocaine smuggler planned 
to use underwater craft
A Dutch man has been 
found guilty of plotting to 
smuggle £16m of cocaine 
into the UK. Henri Van 
Doesburg, 68, planned to 
remove 108kg of the drug 
from a ship in Scotland 
with a Seabob underwater 
craft. The jury at Leeds 
Crown Court is considering 
verdicts on three other 
men. All deny the charges.

POLICE COUrTs COUrTsNikki (far 
left) and 
Pandora 
blake (left) 
say the 
moves are 
an attack on 
a harmless 
industry

Most of 
our 
customers 
are just 
going to 
go abroad 
now
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Vigilante killing 
of innocent 
man: police 
face charges
Paul PEacHEy
crime correSpondent

Sixteen people from a single 
police force face criminal and 
disciplinary charges after the 
cries for help from a disa-
bled man wrongly accused 
of paedophilia and killed by a 
drunken vigilante were alleg-
edly ignored in the days before 
his murder.

Three police officers and 
a community support officer 
from Avon and Somerset 
police face a criminal trial next 
year for misconduct in public 
office over Bijan Ebrahimi’s 
killing in July 2013.

Twelve others face dis-
ciplinary hearings in what 
is thought to be the largest 
number of police officers and 
staff facing sanction from a 
single incident investigated by 
the Independent Police Com-
plaints Commission (IPCC).

Iranian-born Mr Ebrahimi 
had repeatedly complained of 
bullying at his Bristol home 
but was arrested after he was 
wrongly accused of being a 
paedophile after he started 
filming neighbours’ anti-
social behaviour to bolster 
his case for a move.

Following Mr Ebrahimi’s 
release after questioning, 
neighbour Lee James repeat-
edly stamped on his head and 
dragged the body 100 yards to 

set it alight. He was sentenced 
to life in prison and a neigh-
bour, Stephen Norley, was 
jailed for four years after he 
helped to drag the body away.

The three police constables 
– Kevin Duffy, Helen Harris 
and Leanne Winter – were 
charged with misconduct in 
public office for “allegedly fail-
ing to respond to allegations 
and calls for help from Ebra-
himi”, the Crown Prosecution 
Service said yesterday.

A police community support 
officer, Andrew Passmore, 
faced the same charge after 
falsely telling a 999 operator 
that he was outside Mr Ebra-
himi’s home at an important 
time, the CPS said. He is also 
accused of perverting the 
course of justice. The officers 
are due in court next month. 

Mr Ebrahimi’s family said: 
“We are relieved by this 
decision and trust the officers 
will now face the full rigour of 
the law.”

bijan ebrahimi was killed by a 
drunken vigilante Pa
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The decision this week by Unesco to declare Dundee a ‘City of Design’ – the first place in the UK to achieve that status –  
underlines its growing reputation as a cultural and creative powerhouse. jay m e r r i c k  reports

The city that pushed the boat out 
Dundee does not often find 
itself compared to Berlin, 
Montreal and Beijing as one 
of the world’s cultural pow-
erhouses. Even in Scotland 
it is sometimes regarded as a 
“mini-me” to Glasgow. 

But the decision this week 
by Unesco to declare Dundee 
a world-class City of Design 
– the first place in Britain to 
achieve the distinction – has 
led to designers and engineers 
alike looking afresh at the north 
bank of the Firth of Tay.

The thumbs up from Unesco 
was strongly influenced by 
excitement  over the Dundee 
V&A Museum of Design, the 
work of the eminent Japanese 
architect Kengo Kuma, which 
will open in 2016.

It’s also a boon to residents 
and civic leaders who were 
disappointed by losing out to 
Hull as the UK’s next City of 
Culture.

But Dundee’s cultural and 
design offerings are more or 
less interchangeable in many 
respects, particularly as it is a 
world leader in the creation 
of iconic video games, from 
the original, modest likes 
of Lemmings to the block-
buster Grand Theft Auto 
series, whose effect on mass 
culture has been extraordi-
nary. More than 185 million 
people have sat hunched, and 
temporarily killer-eyed, over 
GTA games.  

Dundee is a nouveau-design 
city. In the 19th century, Glas-
gow was claiming internation-
ally acknowledged leadership 
in city planning, architecture 
and scientific and industrial 
innovation. 

Dundee on other hand was 
essentially a jute-producing 
powerhouse , where even the 
mill girls were as hard as nails 
– overdressed, loud, bold-
eyed, and often “roarin’ fou’ 
with drink”, according to one 
local historian. 

They may have encouraged 
the progressive town planning 
ideas of Patrick Geddes, who 
taught at University College 
Dundee from 1888. 

The standard tagline for 
Dundee until about 1960 was: 
jam, jute and journalism.

But that disguised the 
beginnings of the city’s design 
mojo, which eventually began 
to surface in the late 1930s 
when the pen of cartoonist 
Dudley Watkins produced 
memorable characters for 
the comics and comic strips 
produced by the Dundee pub-
lishers, DC Thomson. 

Watkins created The Broons 
and Oor Wullie, a spiky-haired 
ragamuffin whose default 
remarks were:  “Ye cannae 
win,” and “ye cannae beat a 

guid bucket for sittin’ on.” 
That visual storytelling 

DNA duly morphed into 
the psychopathic terrains 
of Grand Theft Auto, where 
admiration for buckets gave 
way to one-liners such as: 
“Your ass is mine, punk!” 

But Dundee’s 21st-century 
programming skills have 
produced something more 
intriguing: a video game 
designed by Charlie Czerkaw-
ski, called Play to Cure Genes 
in Space. It’s ostensibly about 
rockets landing on asteroids, 
but gamers are actually map-
ping anomalies in breast can-
cer chromosomes for Cancer 
Research UK. 

Gillian Eason, the direc-
tor of CreativeDundee, said: 
“I think that the crossover 
development of digital games 
design into other areas is a 
really strong possibility in 
Dundee, particularly for 
improving well-being – games 
for good, games for health. 

“There’s something about 
the gutsy nature of Dundee 
that’s significant, the attitude 
here. This is a place where 
people get together to make 
things happen. And in terms 
of design, we are producing 
a high percentage of gradu-
ates who now see that there 
are opportunities to stay here 
rather than fly south.” 

Among the latest roll-out of 
talented creatives are the fash-
ion designers Hayley Scan-
lan and Jane Gowans, prov-
ing that Dundee’s elevated 
design status is not entirely 
nerd-based. 

Rory Olcayto, the deputy 
editor of Architects Journal, 
says the city’s reinvention of 
key parts of its townscape and 
public realm has been exem-
plary, adding to Dundee’s 
increasingly convivial vibe. 

A £1bn scheme to transform 
the waterfront is under way, 
with the new V&A Museum as 
a focal point. Cost constraints 

have simplified the museum’s 
original astonishing design 
– a boulder-cum-spaceship 
jutting over the waters of the 
Tay; the new version looks like 
a stripey ship. 

Most of Dundee’s historic 
and modern architecture 
would not have interested 
Unesco’s design investigators. 
But there have been brilliant 
exceptions – the most obvi-
ous being the Maggie’s Can-
cer Care Centre designed by 
Frank Gehry in 1999.

Other standout buildings 
include Dundee Contempo-
rary Arts, designed by Rich-
ard Murphy, and Reiach and 
Hall’s civic headquarters.

As Dunde – whose set-
ting has been described by 
Stephen Fry as “ludicrously 
ideal” – assumes its new 
design leadership mantle, 
it’s hard not to hear Oor Wul-
lie’s captioned cry: “Smashin! 
I’m makin mysel mair Scottish 
than ever!”

clockwise 
from main: 
the V&a 
museum; 
maggie’s 
cancer care 
centre; 
‘Oor Wullie’, 
produced 
by dc 
thomson; 
dundee 
contemporary 
arts DuNDEE 
cITy couNcIl 
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Fury in Greece 
as Elgin Marble 
is loaned to 
Russian museum 
NIck clark
artS correSpondent

Athens reacted furiously yes-
terday after it was revealed 
that the British Museum had 
loaned one of the Elgin Mar-
bles to Russia. 

Greece’s Prime Minister, 
Antonis Samaras, called the 
move a “provocation” to his 
country’s people.

The long-running diplo-
matic row over the UK’s own-
ership of the ancient Greek 
antiquities was reignited by 
the loan – the first time one 
of the sculptures has been 
sent abroad since Lord Elgin 
brought them to London from 
the Parthenon more than 200 
years ago.  

Mr Samaras, whose gov-
ernment refuses to recognise 
the British Museum’s rights to 
the artworks and who has long 
called for them to be returned 
to their place of origin, said: 
“The Parthenon and its mar-
bles have been looted. The 
sculptures are priceless.

“We Greeks are one with 
our history and civilisation, 
which cannot be broken up, 
loaned out, or conceded.”

Frustrated that one of the 
sculptures should appear in St 
Petersburg, he said the move 
was “an affront to the Greek 
people”. The Parthenon and its 
marbles have been looted. The 
sculptures are priceless.”

The British Museum said 
the State Hermitage Museum 
had contacted them over the 
possible loan of one of the mar-
bles in September last year.

It was the first time anyone 
had asked, a spokeswoman for 
the British Museum said, add-
ing: “The trustees have always 
made it clear they are willing 
to lend.” She also revealed that 
the museum was in discus-
sions with other institutions 
over potential further loans.

The statue – depicting the 
river god Ilissos – will be on 
display in the Hermitage from 
today  until 18 January.

It was quietly removed from 
public view in November, 
with a note saying it was being 
made ready for display. It left 
the museum’s premises on 
Monday and secretly arrived 
in Russia the following day, 
with news finally breaking 

yesterday morning. It has 
been lent to help celebrate 
the 250th anniversary of the 
Hermitage. Neil MacGre-
gor, the director of the Brit-
ish Museum who was in St 
Petersburg yesterday, said: 
“It is a very big moment.”

The British Museum houses 
about 30 per cent of the origi-
nal Parthenon sculptures, 
which are 2,500 years old. The 
Louvre in Paris and the Vati-
can also have fragments. 

The museum has always 
maintained that the objects – 
removed during the Ottoman 
occupation of Greece – were 
purchased legally and that 
the museum is the best place 
to display them. “The pur-
pose of the British Museum 
is to present the world to the 
world,” it claims.

But Mr Samaras said yes-
terday: “The existence of the 
new Acropolis museum [has] 
invalidated the other British 
argument that there was no 
appropriate space for exhib-
iting the sculptures.”

Some also questioned the 
arrangement of a loan to a 
Russian institution given the 
diplomatic tensions between 
London and Moscow.

But Mr MacGregor said: 
“It’s precisely because rela-
tions between the countries 
are difficult that this kind of 
loan is important and so does 
the Hermitage.” Speaking to 
BBC Radio 4’s Today pro-
gramme, he added: “Both 
institutions believe it is pre-
cisely at moments like this 
that the museums have to 
keep speaking.”  

As things stands, the mar-
bles are unlikely to end up in 
Greece on even a temporary 
basis. The Greek govern-
ment has ruled out asking 
for a loan, but should that 
policy be reversed the British 
Museum says it would need 
assurances the marbles would 
be returned.

The Hollywood actor 
George Clooney waded 
into the row earlier this year 
when he called for them to 
be returned to Greece. His 
wife, the British lawyer Amal 
Clooney, is part of the legal 
team advising the Greek gov-
ernment on a potential chal-
lenge to force the return of 
the marbles.

The 
Parthenon 
and its 
marbles 
have  
been 
looted

News 
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Missing for 16 
years: world’s 
most elusive 
chameleon

Chameleons, renowned for 
being able to change colour, 
are difficult to spot at the best 
of times. Trying to find a tiny 
one that might not exist any-
more, and hasn’t been seen in 
16 years, poses a special kind 
of challenge.

Nevertheless, scientists 
are hoping to embark on the 
naturalist equivalent of look-
ing for a needle in a haystack 
by raising money to search for 
Chapman’s pygmy chameleon 
in Malawi.

The search was prompted 
after researchers working on 
the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) Red List of endan-
gered species found that 36 
per cent of the world’s cha-
meleon species are threat-
ened with extinction. Most 
of all the Chapman’s pygmy 
chameleon, which has suf-
fered badly because the for-
est where it lives in the district 
of Nsanje in southern Malawi 
has been decimated for farm-
ing and fuel in the past two 
decades.

While the pygmy chame-
leon will be difficult to impos-
sible to find, the prospect of 
locating one will be enhanced 
by the species’ tiny remaining 
habitat.

“The assessment shed 

light on the fact that this spe-
cies has not been observed 
in over 15 years and that its 
habitat has been reduced to 
approximately 0.6 square kilo-
metres of remaining unclear 
forest,” Brown University’s 
Christopher V Anderson, a 
member of the research team, 
told the environmental web-
site Mongabay.com, adding 
that the remaining habitat is 
divided into two small frag-
ments about 1.7km apart.

“Given the limited remain-
ing habitat and the intense 
pressure on these forest 
patches as potential agricul-
tural land by the surround-
ing community, we felt that 
this chameleon species was 
in the most extreme risk of 
extinction,” said Dr Ander-
son. “Chapman’s pygmy cha-
meleon is a relatively small 
species with a body type that 
allows it to mimic leaves.”

Chapman’s pygmy chame-
leon is largely ground-dwell-
ing, climbing into low bushes 
at night. Not much is known 
about the species, which was 
only discovered in 1992. 

“Unfortunately it is pos-
sible that Chapman’s pygmy 
chameleon is already extinct. 
Given just how small we esti-
mate the remaining unclear 
forest patches to be, it is 
entirely possible that these 
fragments have lost ecologi-
cal function and are too small 
to support populations.”

Dr Anderson is in the proc-
ess of raising money for the 
trip through the RocketHub 
crowdsourcing website.

“Our activities are not 
funded, so we are holding 
a fundraiser to enable us to 
send a small team of experts 
to Malawi in search of this 
species,” he said.

Tom bawDEN
environment editor

Researchers start 
crowd-funded 
campaign to  
find reclusive 
lizard lost in 
Malawi
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British jihadists 
who travelled 
to Syria jailed 
for 13 years
Paul PEacHEy
crime correSpondent

Two British jihadists have been 
jailed for nearly 13 years after 
their claims to be travelling to 
Syria for humanitarian work 
were exposed by thousands 
of war-zone images found on 
their digital camera.

A judge said that childhood 
friends Mohammed Ahmed 
and Yusuf Sarwar, both 22, 
were “deeply committed 
to violent extremism” after 
contacting extremists online.

The pair from Birmingham 
– who had no previous run-
ins with the police or links 
to extremist groups – had 
prepared for their trip to Syria 
by reading up books on Islam 
and Arabic from the “For 
Dummies” range of books.

“ T h e y  w i l l i n g l y , 
enthusiastically and with 
a great deal of purpose, 
persistence and determination 
embarked  on  a  course 
intending to commit acts 
of terrorism,” said Judge 
Michae l  Topolsk i  QC. 
“Both of these defendants 
are fundamentalists who 
are interested in and deeply 
c o m m i t t e d  t o  v i o l e n t 
extremism.”

S a r w a r ,  a  p a r t - t i m e 
computer science student, 
had faked documents to try to 
dupe his family into believing 
he was heading to Turkey on a 
university-organised trip. 

But his family reported 
him missing to police in May 
after receiving a letter from 
him detailing his intention to 
“do jihad” by joining terrorist 
group Kataib al-Muhajireen 
(KaM).

A police search of their 
home revealed an online 
conversation between Ahmed 
and a Swedish KaM fighter. 

Police also found images of 
Isis flags on their computers, 
e x t r e m i s t  l i t e r a t u r e 
and evidence of  online 
conversations between the 
pair and Islamic extremists.

The judge said that he 
believed the pair had not 
planned for an attack in 
Britain but found it “deeply 
disturbing” that instructions 
were found in their belongings 
on how to make a home-made 
bomb. The pair had claimed 
that they returned to the UK 
in January in part because of 
the rise of Isis and wanted no 
part in its brutality.

Det Ch Supt Sue Southern, 
head of West Midlands 
Counter-Terrorism Unit, 
said: “This case typifies the 
challenges both police and 
families are facing when 
it comes to young people 
being influenced to join the 
conflict in Syria or Iraq. These 
two men had no previous 
connections to extremist 
organisations and no police 
record. They were not known 
to us. However, one of them 
was clearly being influenced 
by extremists he was talking 
to online, and he in turn was 
radicalising his friend.”

They were jailed on the 
same day that the first man 
convicted of terror offences 
linked to Syria was also jailed 
for four years. Mashudur 
Choudhury, 31, was arrested 
after he arrived back at 
Gatwick Airport from a 
training camp in the country 
in October 2013.

He was convicted after a 
two-week trial which heard 
that he travelled to the area 
with four other people from 
his area of Portsmouth whom 
he dubbed the “Britani 
brigade Bangladeshi bad 
boys”. He had discussed 
becoming a martyr.

ahmed 
(left) and 
Sarwar had 
no previous 
record of 
links to 
extremism Pa 
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Savile’s DJ friend found 
guilty of sex offences
A DJ friend of Jimmy Savile 
has been convicted of a 
catalogue of historical sex 
offences against young girls.

Ex-Radio Caroline DJ Ray 
Teret, 73, used his celebrity 
status in the Manchester 
club scene in the 1960s and 
1970s to prey on many of his 
victims. He was mentored 
by Savile and was described 
as following him around 

‘World’s heaviest man’ 
dies of pneumonia
A London man believed 
to have been the world’s 
heaviest has died aged 44, it 
has emerged. The Channel 
5 programme 70 Stone And 
Almost Dead followed Keith 
Martin’s two-year battle to 
lose weight before he had 
stomach surgery last year. 
He had slimmed down to  
39 stone by the time he died 
of pneumonia in March.

courTs HEalTH“like a shadow”, Manchester 
Minshull Street Crown 
Court heard.

Teret, from Altrincham, 
told the jury he had no 
interest in underage girls, 
despite a previous convic-
tion for sex with a 15-year-
old girl in 1999. 

He denied 18 rapes and 12 
indecent assaults, plus two 
other sexual assaults. The 
jury found him guilty of 
seven rapes and 11 indecent 
assaults. He will be sen-
tenced next Thursday and 
was remanded in custody.
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To become Prime Minister, the Mayor of 
London must convince people he can represent 
Britain abroad. J os e p h  Wat t s  followed him on 
his Far East tour to see how he measured up

It’s Boris, the 
international 
statesman! 

dent, referring to the adora-
tion Indonesians had shown. 
“When I ride through London 
they shout ‘Tory Tosser’.”

The frenetic pace, thou-
sands of miles travelled and 
endless events, all take their 
toll. After the hot bike ride, 
presidential talks, a run to the 
airport, changing clothes on 
the plane, business meetings 
and interviews on touch down, 
Johnson looked relieved to 
find himself in a quiet room.

The only people with him 
were his communications 
chief Will Walden, myself and 
one other journalist. He was 
waiting for the BBC to call. 
His new shirt was still going 
strong, but the man wearing 
it was tired. Rubbing hands 
over his face and hair, Johnson 
sighed: “What’s this going to 
be about then?” 

The phone rang, he picked 
up and from nowhere the 
energy sprung forth from its 
apparently bottomless well. 

If anything the trip high-
lighted that the mystery of 
Boris is not a gap between his 
public and private persona. In 
Singapore’s botanic gardens, 
for example, where he enjoyed 
running after a lizard for the 
photographers, I waited till 
he was away from the cam-
eras to ask what he thought 
of the orchid they’d named 
after Margaret Thatcher. “It 
was small and inoffensive,” 
he said, unable to miss the 
chance for some irony even if 
only one or two people heard 
it. It did, however, have “spi-
ralling horns”.

The joker people see hang-
ing from a zip-wire on TV is 
not far from the man you get 
in the flesh. It’s why, unlike 

David Cameron, he is seen as 
having authenticity.

However, the Mayor has a 
particular talent for using met-
aphor to craft a political posi-
tion, which is useful because 
it means he can avoid the pain 
of overtly stating it.

Take immigration. He 
would avoid being so crass 
as to deliver a speech on net 
figures. In the Far East he 
talked about rubber instead, 
lauding it as the product of a 
process stretching from Brazil 
to Malaysia, proving the supe-
riority of a global outlook.

He would see it as tactless to 
define himself by talking tech-
nically about how immigrants 
should use the welfare system. 
In Asia he opted to speak on 
Athens and Sparta; how the 
former still thrives today 
because it embraced outsid-
ers, while the latter is wiped 
from existence. Point out that 
his tone on immigration is 
therefore more positive than 
the Prime Minister’s and he 
is able to deny it, because he 
has only really spoken about 
rubber and classics.

Yet on the day David Cam-
eron made tackling benefit 
tourism the foundation of his 
EU agenda, Johnson men-
tioned in passing in Singa-
pore that benefit abuse only 
involved a “small number”.

He also chose that moment 
to casually complain of “xeno-
phobia” in the UK’s debate.

Now is apparently not 
the right time politically for 
Johnson to draw clear divid-
ing lines within his party. But 
when the moment comes 
he’ll be doing it on a canvas 
that was cut and prepared on 
trips like this one.

When the 
heads  
turn, the 
Mayor can 
show 
whatever 
he wants

boris 
Johnson 
on a bike in 
Jakarta with 
Indonesian 
President 
Joko Widodo 
(second left):  
outside the 
Petronas 
towers (left) 
in Kuala 
Lumpur: and 
on his way to 
a meeting in 
Jakarta  
PA: EPA

The heroic staffer held up a 
jacket to curtain Boris John-
son off as he changed into his 
new shirt while sitting in his 
airplane seat. 

“Bloody hell,” said someone 
nearby as the curtain fell. The 
Mayor’s new shirt was ripping. 
It was so horrendously loud, 
it could have been interfering 
with the aircraft’s navigation 
systems.

But shouting, waving, ges-
ticulating and performing is 
what the Boris Johnson cir-
cus is all about. A show which 
turns heads wherever it goes. 
If it’s not what he’s wearing, 
it’s what he’s doing; riding a 
rickshaw, chasing a lizard, dis-
secting a cow.

When the heads turn the 
Mayor can show whatever 
he wants and for this trip, 
the briefing said it was Brit-
ish business. The firms riding 
Johnson’s coat tails to the Far 

East were impressed by access 
he gained them with at least 
two of them making deals 
during the week. One entre-
preneur said he was granted 
a meeting with a CEO, but 
only after saying he was part 
of Johnson’s delegation.

From the other side, Malay-
sia’s money-men were as eager 
to lap up Johnson’s oratory as 
they were to hear his plans for 
spending their millions.

Only once was the positive 
buzz surrounding the whole 
trip threatened, at an event 
celebrating the huge Battersea 
Power Station development. 

In front of a hall of poten-
tial investors and dignitar-
ies, I asked if he was working 
to make sure enough of the 
3,500 homes went to ordinary 
Londoners. There were 600 
affordable flats, he said bull-
ishly, and the “gloomadon 
poppers” could “put that in 

their pipe and smoke it”. The 
business crowd cheered. In 
the Far East after all, brand 
Boris is unrestrained by UK 
politics and its policy issues. 
In Kuala Lumpur his face was 
plastered across electronic 
billboards for his arrival. In 
Jakarta he was introduced 
at one event as “His Excel-
lency”.

Across the region brand 
Boris also reaches beyond the 
political and business heads, 
as it does in the UK. People 
enjoy the cartoon character; 
the blond mop and cheeky 
smile, the mumbling and 
eccentric intellect, the self-
deprecating humour.

It was also in Jakarta that he 
squeezed into an overly tight 
“Britain is Great” T-shirt and 
rode a Brompton bike through 
town to meet the President on 
Car-Free Sunday.

On Central Avenue’s main 
roundabout Sunday walkers 
quickly formed into a selfie-
hungry mob. When the much-
loved President Joko Widodo 
arrived, it suddenly felt like a 
dangerously overcrowded 
boy-band concert.

Boris hopes to emulatethe 
president, a former governor 
of his country’s capital who 
went on to win a national elec-
tion, by presenting himself as 
the charismatic outsider.

When the two eventually 
arrived at the Presidential 
Palace they held formal talks 
over breakfast. But while Mr 
Widodo sat grandly flanked 
by elephant tusks, Johnson 
remained in his T-shirt as they 
discussed how to build ties 
between their countries.

“I wish that happened to 
me,” he said to the Presi-
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A soldier 
maimed by 
war who 
refuses to 
be a victim

Three months ago Andy Reid 
received a message on Face-
book from a man called Rus-
sell, who said he was a veteran 
who had become homeless 
and was desperate for help. 
“Please come and speak to 
me,” he wrote.

Reid enlisted the help of his 
local council’s Armed Forces 
support officer and the pair 
met the man, who told them 
he had been kicked out of his 
house by his father because 
of his drinking. He had sent 
Reid the message because 
he did not know what else 
to do. “I tried to offer him 
the best advice that I could,” 
Reid recalls. “It was difficult 
because I didn’t want to say 
the wrong thing – I’m not a 
counsellor, am I?”

He might not be qualified 
to be St Helens’ unofficial 
therapist, but it is easy to see 
why someone such as Russell 
would have thought of Reid 
when he found himself at rock 
bottom. A soldier, an author, 
a skydiver and a motivational 
speaker, the 38-year-old has 
done it all – and most of it after 
losing his right leg below the 
knee, left leg above the knee, 
and right arm.

In 2009, while on patrol in 
Afghanistan with 3rd Battal-
ion The Yorkshire Regiment, 
Reid stood on an improvised 
explosive device. “The next 
thing I was aware of was laying 
on the floor on my back with a 
big dust cloud all around me,” 
he recalls. 

“I couldn’t hear anything at 
all. It was quite strange because 
I wasn’t in any pain – it felt like 
I’d just run into a door, there 
was numbness throughout 
my body. I looked down and 
couldn’t see my legs, but I 
couldn’t see any blood either. 
I began shouting for the 
medic as loud as I could, but I 
couldn’t hear myself.”

Slipping in and out of con-
sciousness, he was taken back 
to Camp Bastion and put in an 
induced coma, before being 

flown back to Selly Oak Hos-
pital in Birmingham. 

He remembers very little of 
his first week there, but vividly 
recalls his first thought when 
the doctors informed him of 
the full extent of his injuries. 
“I’m a survivor, not a victim,” 
he says.

Several men that Reid served 
alongside had been killed in 
similar incidents. “I thought: 
‘They’re no longer here and 
I still am, so I’m going to set 
myself some goals and start 
moving myself forward.’” 

Reid joined the Army when 
he was 21, but his interest in the 
forces began as a child when 
he listened to his grandfather’s 
stories about his own service.

Around the same time 
– when he was 11 – Reid’s 
mother had her leg ampu-
tated, the result of complica-
tions from a car crash years 
earlier. He now believes that 
this partially explains his 
extraordinarily calm reaction 
to his own injuries. 

“I’d grown up with my mum 
being an amputee, so I wasn’t 
really that concerned,” he 
says. “She brought up four 
kids up in a three-storey Vic-
torian house and just got on 
with it. Most people, even 
soldiers, probably don’t know 
another amputee, but having 
an insight into it did help.”

Remarkably, Reid only 
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Cameron raises death row 
case with Pakistani PM
David Cameron has used 
talks with his Pakistani 
counterpart to raise the 
case of a British grandfather 
being held on death row. 

Mohammad Asghar, from 
Edinburgh, was sentenced to 
death in Pakistan in January 
after being convicted of 
blasphemy for allegedly 
claiming to be a prophet. 
However, the 70-year-old is 

Donkey in road-safety 
campaign killed by car
A donkey foal used in road 
safety campaigns has been 
killed by a car in the New 
Forest. Jo-Jo had been used 
to teach young drivers 
about the vulnerability of 
roaming animals in the 
Forest. She was killed on 
the B3055 in the Hampshire 
village of Sway. A petition 
has now been set up calling 
for a lower speed limit.

DIPLOMACY ANIMALssaid to suffer from paranoid 
schizophrenia.

The Prime Minister 
discussed the case with 
Mohammad Nawaz Sharif 
at 10 Downing Street 
following an international 
conference in London on 
the future of Afghanistan.

A spokeswoman said 
Mr Cameron’s focus was 
on making sure that Mr 
Asghar “gets the right level 
of treatment and care and 
that his case is handled in 
the right way, given his 
particular circumstances”.

Aid from a charity supported by ‘The 
Independent’ allowed Andy Reid to get 
on with his life, he tells c h r i s  g r e e n

News 

If it wasn’t for the 
charity, Andy wouldn’t 
have been able to  
come home... I can’t 
thank them enough
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Christmas Appeal

Please make your cheque/postal order payable to ABF The Soldiers’ 
Charity. At the end of the campaign, the total raised will be split 
equally between ABF The Soldiers’ Charity and Veterans Aid 
(Registered Charity No. 1095308). 

Or please debit my Maestro/Delta/Mastercard/Visa/Amex/Diners Club/CAF card

Security code

Issue No ........... Valid ........ /......... Expires ..................................

Title  ............   Full Name ..............................................................

Signature ......................................................................................

Telephone .....................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................

................................................................   Postcode ....................

Email .............................................................................................
 If you are a UK taxpayer, please tick the box so we can claim 
back 25p for every £1 you give at no extra cost 

I would like ABF The Soldiers’ Charity to reclaim the tax I have paid on all donations I make today, 
have made in the four years prior to this year, and any donations I may make in the future, from the 
date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise. I am a UK taxpayer. I have paid or will pay an 
amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least 
equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I 
donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and 
Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the Charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on 
or after 6 April 2011.
* Text costs your donation amount plus network charge.  ABF The Soldiers’ Charity receives 100% 
of your donation.  Obtain bill payers permission.  Customer care : 0207 9018900  
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity is a registered charity in England and Wales (1146420) and registered as a 
company limited by guarantee in England and Wales (07974609).

Ex-servicemen and women who need help or advice
can call Veterans Aid free on 0800 0126867

Call:  020 7901 8909
Text:  VETERANS to 70004 to give £5

(Text VETERANS £10 to donate more.)*

Click:  www.homelessveterans.co.uk/donate 
Post:  Homeless Veterans Appeal, c/o ABF 

The Soldiers Charity, FREEPOST RTKR-
JURY-CELH, Unit 4, Minton Distribution Park, 
London Road, Amesbury, Salisbury, SP4 7RT

If you are a UK taxpayer, please tick the box so we can claim 

I would like ABF The Soldiers’ Charity to reclaim the tax I have paid on all donations I make today, 

£30              £50              £75              £100               I prefer to give £

CHRISTMAS
CHARITY AUCTION 
There are only two days left to bid. So if you want an original 
artwork by the Connor Brothers, ringside seats at the Burberry 
menswear collection, or the trip of a lifetime to Botswana...

LOT 2 AFRICAN TRIP 
OF A LIFETIME WITH 
THE DE BEERS GROUP
Take a once-in-a-lifetime trip 
to Botswana courtesy of the 
De Beers Group to see a work-
ing diamond mine and experi-
ence an amazing safari. The 
winning bidder and a compan-
ion will be flown business class 
from London to Gaborone via 
Johannesburg, staying over-
night on arrival in one of Bot-
swana’s finest hotels. The fol-
lowing day, they will be driven 
out to visit De Beers’ Jwaneng 
mine, before being whisked off 
to a luxury game drive with a 
chance to see Africa’s “big five” 
for a wonderful way to end your 
visit to Southern Africa. 

LOT 4 CONNOR BROTHERS’ 
ORIGINAL ARTWORK
The Connor Brothers are 
two of the most notable 
contemporary artists to have 
emerged in recent years. 
They have sold out shows of 
their work around the world. 
I Tried to Drown My Sorrows 
– an edition of eight, signed 
and numbered – is typical of 
their brilliance. Mixed media 
on paper; 118cm x 74cm.

LOT 7 BURBERRY 
FASHION SHOW 
Experience the glamour of 
the catwalk with the chance 
to attend Burberry Prorsum’s 
Menswear autumn/winter 
show, which takes place dur-
ing London Collections: Men, 
9 to 12 January 2015. This prize 
will give you the perfect excuse 
for a grand day out in London, 
with pizzazz guaranteed! 

LOT 8 A DAY AT THE 
INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY
Shadow Lisa Markwell, the 
Editor of the award-winning 
 Independent on Sunday, for a 
day at our offices in Kensing-
ton. Join her at editorial confer-
ence and see how a weekend 
paper unfolds. If you wish, you 
can split your day, coming in 
for forward planning early in 
the week, then again on Satur-
day as deadline looms.

LOT 9 BEHIND THE SCENES 
AT A LEGENDARY BOOKSHOP
Spend a week experiencing 
life and work at Heywood 
Hill bookshop, a favourite 
literary haunt of those in the 
know. Nancy Mitford was 
once a shop assistant here in 
London’s Mayfair. Placement 
available for those 16 years old 
or over. 

LOT 11 DAVE BROWN 
ORIGINAL CARTOON
Dave Brown, The Independ-
ent’s award-winning political 
cartoonist, has been tweaking 
the noses of the powerful and 
pompous for more than 40 
years. Now is your chance to 
bid for an original piece of his 
artwork – not a print or copy . 
Titled IPA, this cartoon, which 
appeared in The Independent 
on 24 October, offers a brilliant 
commentary on the impact of 
Ukip’s emergence on Britain’s 
established political parties. 

LOT 13 TAKE ON A 
GRANDMASTER
He defeated Garry Kasparov, 

but can he beat you? Jon 
Speelman, grandmaster 
and renowned chess writer, 
will take you on and give 
yo u  a  m a s te r c l a s s  f o r 
good measure. Your match 
will take place in London at 
a mutually convenient time 
and date.

LOT 16 DINE WITH A 
RESTAURANT CRITIC
Fay Maschler does not mince 
her words when it comes to 
giving her verdict on London’s 
great – and not so great – res-
taurants. Join her for a meal 
and see the London Evening 
Standard’s renowned restau-
rant critic in action. 

HOW TO BID
The auction 
is now open 
and will 
close at 
2pm on 
Monday 8 
December. 
Age and 
other 
restrictions 
may apply.
For full 
terms and 
conditions 
go to 
homeless
veterans.
co.uk/auc-
tion or visit 
eBay. 

MORE LOTS
For details 
of the rest of 
the lots in 
our charity 
auction, 
please go to 
homeless
veterans.
co.uk/
auction 

run , abseiled in Blackpool 
and written an autobiography, 
Standing Tall .  

He had his first taste of pub-
lic speaking while on a cruise 
ship  . He later took a course in 
motivational speaking – again 
funded by The Soldiers’ Char-
ity – and is now regularly 
booked by  companies, sports 
teams and schools.

“When I do a talk at a school, 
I think if one kid changes their 
attitude towards learning or 
towards life, then it’s all been 
worthwhile and I’ve achieved 
something,” he says. “And I 
wanted to write the book not 
so much for other injured guys, 
but for their parents or wives 
or children, so they could get a 
bit more of an insight into what 
their partner or son might be 
going through.

 Since his injury, Reid has 
met many civilians who have 
lost  limbs , and says he is often 
saddened by the fact that while 
he received excellent support 
from both the Army and The 
Soldiers’ Charity, the same 
cannot be said for them. 

In an attempt to redress the 
balance, he has set up his own 
charity – Amputation Inspi-
ration Motivation, or AIM – 
with fellow amputee Stephen 
Cruse . “People say to me: ‘But 
Andy, you lost your legs serv-
ing the country,’ but it was a 
job at the end of the day, and 
I loved doing it,” he says. 

“I don’t think that the coun-
try owes me a big debt. Why 
should I get better legs than 
that guy, just because I was in 
the Army and he wasn’t?”

 Andy Reid, 
 at his home 
in St  Helens, 
 with his 
son Will 
 COLIN 
MCPHERSON 

spent two weeks in hospital 
before he was ready to make 
his first trip home. But there 
was a problem: the house he 
shared in St Helens with his 
 girlfriend , Claire , was totally 
unsuited to the needs of a tri-
ple amputee. The couple were 
delighted when a grant from 
ABF The Soldiers’ Charity 
– one of two organisations 
being supported by The Inde-
pendent’s Homeless Veterans 
appeal  – paid for the necessary 
adjustments.

“He was desperate to just 
come home for a couple of 
days to be out of the hospital 
environment,” says Claire, 33. 
“ The ABF came and turned 
the front door around, put 
a ramp in and had a bed put 
downstairs. 

“If it wasn’t for them mak-
ing those adaptations, Andy 
wouldn’t have been able to 
come home   I can’t  thank the 
charity enough for what they 
did in those early days.”

Reid himself says it was a 
huge boost to be able to “go 
home, shut the front door, lock 
everyone else out and maybe 
have a little cry” with Claire . 
The couple  married in 2011 
and now have a two-year-old 
son, Will.

When they moved house, 
The Soldiers’ Charity also 
funded the installation of a 
lift and a  wet-room. But Reid, 
whose mantra is to “keep push-
ing myself forward”, does not 
like sitting around at home .

Since his injury, he has 
completed two tandem sky-
dives, taken part in a 10km 
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Chimps have no rights
US court rejects the case of a monkey 
claiming to be protected by human laws
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Abbott’s horrible year
It has been a terrible 12 months for 
Australia’s PM – and it may get worse

30

Uganda’s gay fighter
Frank Mugisha suffers daily threats of 
violence in a deeply prejudiced country
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Being black in America
Obama’s election has done little to  
change a society deeply divided by race
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With North Korea’s ability 
to hack the most sophisti-
cated computer systems in 
the world under scrutiny, a 
secretive cyber-warfare cell 
called Bureau 121 has come 
to light. 

Despi te  i t s  gr inding 
 poverty and isolation, North 
Korea has poured resources 
into the sophisticated hack-

ing cell, defectors said, as 
Pyongyang came under the 
microscope for a crippling 
hack into computers at Sony 
Pictures Entertainment. It is 
believed the attack was a spec-
tacular act of revenge upon on 
the company for distributing 
the comedy film The Inter-
view which involves a plot to 
kill North Korea’s leader Kim 

Jong-un, who is portrayed in 
highly unflattering terms.

A North Korean diplomat 
has denied Pyongyang was 
behind the attack last month 
but a US national security 
source said it was a suspect.

Defectors from the North 
have said that Bureau 121, 
staffed by some of the most 
talented computer experts 

in the insular state, is part of 
the General Bureau of Recon-
naissance, an elite spy agency 
run by the military. They have 
said it is involved in state-
 sponsored hacking, used by 
the Pyongyang government 
to spy on or sabotage its ene-
mies. Pyongyang has active 
cyber-warfare capabilities, 
military and software security 

experts have said. Much of it is 
targeted at the South, techni-
cally still in a state of war with 
North Korea. But Pyongyang 
has made no secret of its 
hatred of the United States.

Mi l i t a ry hackers  a re 
among the most talented and 
rewarded people in North 
Korea, hand-picked and 
trained from as young as 17, 

said Jang Se-yul, who studied 
with them at North Korea’s 
military college for computer 
science, or the University of 
Automation, before defecting 
to the South six years ago.

Speaking in Seoul, he said 
the Bureau 121 unit comprises 
about 1,800 cyber-warriors, 

 Continued on P.28 > 

North Korea’s cyber spies exposed
The revenge attack on Sony for its film lampooning Kim Jong-un has focused attention on Bureau 121, Pyongyang’s 

sophisticated, secretive and richly rewarded hacking cell. j U - m i n  pA r k and jA m e s  p e A r s o n report from Seoul

Kim Jong-un, North Korea’s supreme leader, found little to laugh about when an american comedy film was produced about a plot to kill him
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‘For them, the strongest 
weapon is cyber. It’s  
called the Secret War’

and is considered the elite of 
the military. “For them, the 
strongest weapon is cyber. In 
North Korea, it’s called the 
Secret War,” Mr Jang said.

One of his friends works in 
an overseas team of the unit, 
and is ostensibly an employee 
of a North Korean trading 
firm, Mr Jang said. Back at 
home, the friend and his fam-
ily have been given a large, 
state-allocated apartment in 
a relatively prosperous district 
of Pyongyang, he said.

“No one knows … his 
company runs business as 
usual. That’s why what he 
does is scarier,” Mr Jang said. 
“My friend, who belongs to 
a rural area, could bring all 
of his family to Pyongyang. 
Incentives for North Korea’s 
cyber experts are very strong 
… they are rich people in 
Pyongyang.”

He said the hackers in 
Bureau 121 were among the 
100 students who graduate 
from the University of Auto-
mation each year, after five 
years of study. 

More than 2,500 apply for 
places at the university, which 
has a campus in Pyongyang, 
behind barbed wire. “They 
are handpicked,” said Kim 
Heung-kwang, a former 
computer science professor 
in North Korea who defected 
to the South in 2004, referring 
to the state hackers. 

“It is a great honour for 
them. It is a white-collar job 
there and people have fanta-
sies about it.”

The attack on Sony Pictures 
included posting online the 
personal details of 47,000 
employees, including the Hol-
lywood stars Sylvester Stal-
lone and Judd Apatow. The 
two stars of The Interview, 
James Franco and Seth Rogen, 
have also had their salaries for 
the movie leaked.

Sony Pictures is a unit of the 
Japanese Sony Corporation. 
North Korea has described 
The Interview as an “act of 
war”. Last year, more than 
30,000 computers at South 
Korean banks and broadcast-
ing companies were hit by 

a similar attack that cyber-
security researchers widely 
believe was launched from 
North Korea.

Months later, the South 
Korean government’s online 
presence was targeted, with 
the President’s website 
defaced with a banner read-
ing “Long live General Kim 
Jong-un, president of reuni-
fication!”

Neither attack was part-
icularly sophisticated, but 
South Korean authorities said 
North Korea was to blame, 
even though “hacktivist” 
groups – online activists who 
hack high-profile targets in 
order to spread political 
 messages – first appeared to 
claim responsibility.

Those attacks used rudi-
mentary but effective mal-
ware which security research-
ers later dubbed DarkSeoul. 
Also known as the DarkSeoul 
Gang, the hackers have been 
involved in a five-year spree 
against South Korean targets, 
according to a report last year 
by the computer security firm 
Symantec, which estimated 
that the group comprised 10 
to 50 hackers and described 
it as “unique” in its ability to 
carry out high-profile and 
damaging attacks over sev-
eral years.

Some security experts have 
cast doubt on North Korean 
involvement in the attack on 
Sony, citing the publicity-
seeking hacktivist style of 
the attacks. 

However, the use of an 
unknown name by the group 
behind the Sony attacks, 
“Guardians of Peace”, is simi-
lar to previous attacks by the 
DarkSeoul Gang. 

It remains unclear if the 
DarkSeoul gang members are 
outsiders working on behalf 
of North Korea, or some of 
Pyongyang’s troops in the 
isolated country’s own “cyber 
army”. 

That may be made clearer 
on Christmas Day, when Sony 
Pictures intends to release 
The Interview, which, in 
July, Pyongyang described 
as “undisguised sponsoring 
of terrorism, as well as an act 
of war”. REuTERs

a scene from 
‘the 
Interview’, 
which shows  
Kim in an 
unflattering 
light

< Continued from P.27

World 

China’s former security chief arrested 

bEN blaNCHaRD
In beIjIng

Chinese authorities have 
arrested former domestic 
security chief Zhou Yong-
kang and expelled him from 
the ruling Communist Party, 
accusing him of crimes rang-
ing from accepting bribes to 
leaking state secrets.

In a statement released 
on the official Xinhua news 

agency just after midnight, the 
party’s elite politburo said Mr 
Zhou’s case had been handed 
over to judicial authorities, 
setting the stage for his trial. 

Mr Zhou, who is in his 70s, 
is by far the highest-profile 
figure caught up in President 
Xi Jinping’s crackdown on 
corruption.  Before his retire-
ment two years ago, Mr Zhou 
was head of China’s internal 
security division. According to 
reports, he has been accused 

of several crimes, including 
“serious violations of party 
discipline”, “accepting large 
sums of bribes”, “disclosing 
party and state secrets” and 
“committing adultery with 
several women”. 

A year ago, Mr Zhou was 
placed under virtual house 
arrest. Two months later, 
authorities seized assets worth 
at least 90bn yuan (£8.6bn) 
from his family members and 
associates. REuTERs
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Chimpanzee loses 
appeal over its  
basic ‘human rights’

A chimpanzee whose lawyer 
argued ought to be recog-
nised as a “legal person” lost 
his appeal at a court in New 
York on Thursday. In what 
is thought to be the first 
court case of its kind, Steven 
Wise, the president of animal 
advocacy group the Nonhu-
man Rights Project (NhRP), 
claimed Tommy, a 40ish year-
old chimp, was so similar to 
humans that he and his species 
deserved basic human rights.

Tommy, who lives alone in 
an enclosure on a caravan park 
in Gloversville, New York, 
 suffered conditions compa-
rable to a person in solitary 
confinement, Mr Wise told 
the court in Albany.

Citing a legal mechanism 
once used on behalf of slaves, 
he argued that Tommy was 
unlawfully imprisoned and 
ought to be released to live at 
a chimp sanctuary in Florida.

The court agreed that apes 
shared many human charac-
teristics, but said they were 
unable to contribute to society 
sufficiently to warrant human 
rights or “legal personhood”. 

In the ruling, Justice Karen 
Peters wrote: “So far as legal 
theory is concerned, a person 
is any being whom the law 
regards as capable of rights 
and duties... unlike human 

beings, chimpanzees cannot 
bear any legal duties, submit 
to societal responsibilities or 
be held legally accountable for 
their actions.”

In a 65-page legal brief, the 
NhRP argued that children 
and mentally disabled adults 
have legal rights, despite 
being unable to fulfil the social 
responsibilities of mature 
adults. The brief explained 
that chimps are “autono-
mous, self-determined, self-
aware, highly intelligent, and 
 emotionally complex beings” 
that fit the legal profile of a 
“person”. “Person is not a 
synonym for ‘human being’,” 
the brief said, “but designates 
an entity with the capacity for 
legal rights”.

A former circus performer, 
Tommy reportedly spends 
his day watching cartoons 
and nature programmes. 
His owner of approximately 
10 years, Patrick Lavery, 
declined to present his case 
to the appeals court, but has 
said Tommy’s home is a state-

of-the-art $150,000 (£93,400) 
enclosure. Last year, Mr Lav-
ery told the Albany Times 
Union that Tommy has “got 
a lot of enrichment. He’s got 
colour TV, cable and a stereo... 
He likes being by himself.”

The NhRP did not claim that 
Tommy had been mistreated, 
and Mr Lavery insists he is 
cared for according to state and 
federal license rules. But, said 
Natalie Prosin of the NhRP: 
“This isn’t an animal welfare 
case; this is an animal rights 
case. What we’re concerned 
with is that Tommy is viewed 
as a legal ‘thing’. He’s a piece of 
property, and we want that to 
change under the law, because 
Tommy deserves to have his 
autonomy respected.”

The NhRP purports to be 
“the only organisation working 
toward actual legal rights for 
members of species other than 
our own.” Its mission, accord-
ing to its website, is “to change 
the common law status of at 
least some non-human ani-
mals from mere ‘things,’ which 
lack the capacity to possess any 
legal right, to ‘persons’.”

The organisation said it 
would appeal the decision. 
Tommy’s case is just the first 
of several being developed 
by the NhRP, which intends 
to fight for broader rights 
not only for apes, but also 
for other intelligent animals 
such as elephants, orcas and 
dolphins.

tommy’s owner Patrick Lavery  
feeds the chimpanzee AP
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A stuttering economy 
and slumping in the 
polls: it’s all gone wrong 
for Abbott in Australia

Out and proud: the man  
taking on the world’s 
worst homophobes 

A treasurer under siege, a for-
eign minister in a sulk and a 
defence minister about to be 
forced to walk the plank. Add 
a stuttering economy, a string 
of poor opinion polls and a 
seven-month-old budget 
stalled in an upper house some 
have likened to One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest – and it’s not 
surprising that Tony Abbott, 
Australia’s Prime Minister, is 
not in the holiday mood.

As federal politicians con-
vened yesterday for the last 
time before their summer 
break, Mr Abbott’s back-
benchers – and even, report-
edly, some of his own ministers 
– were in mutinous mood. If 
2014 has been mostly dire for 
his conservative government, 
the past two weeks have been 
nothing short of appalling.

It’s hard to know where to 
start. The string of broken 
election promises? An “aus-
terity budget” that hurt the 
poor and spared the rich? 
Mr Abbott’s stubborn blind-
ness on climate change? The 
political folly of trying to water 
down racial hatred laws?

The Australian public is not 
impressed. Every opinion poll 
conducted during 2014 by one 
of the main polling organisa-
tions, Newspoll, has – bar one 
– put the opposition Labor 
Party ahead of the Liberal-
National Party Coalition. 
And that is no tribute to the 
lacklustre opposition leader, 
Bill Shorten.

With Labor eight points 
ahead in the latest Newspoll 
and the Prime Minister’s 
approval rating down to 33 per 
cent, there is speculation that 
he may face the same indig-
nity as his Liberal colleague 
in Victoria, Denis Napthine, 
whose state government was 
ousted last weekend after just 
one term – the first Victorian 
premier to suffer that fate for 
nearly 60 years.

The next federal election is 
nearly two years off. Still, the 
decline in Mr Abbott’s for-
tunes has been dramatic. After 
he won a convincing victory in 
September 2013, things quickly 
went bad for him, and – apart 
from a period mid-year when 
his performance in foreign 

affairs won plaudits – they have 
never really got better.

Now even his most loyal 
cheerleaders in the Murdoch 
press are turning against him. 
A columnist in The Australian, 
Janet Albrechtsen, accused 
him of talking “utter non-
sense” and “treating voters 
like dopes”. An editorial in the 
same newspaper urged him to 
stop peddling “silly slogans”.

If the Prime Minister’s woes 
are largely of his own making, 
then his Treasurer, Joe Hockey, 
must shoulder some blame. In 
May, Mr Hockey delivered one 
of the most unpopular budgets 
in Australian history. Its most 
despised measures – the intro-
duction of a fee for visiting a 
GP, and deregulation of uni-
versity fees – remain mired in 
the Senate.

In the Senate, the balance of 
power is held by a ragtag group, 
including Ricky Muir, the first 
and only representative of the 
Australian Motoring Enthusi-
ast Party. The government has 
to court these crossbenchers 
almost constantly. Mr Muir 
was persuaded yesterday to 
support a new restrictive visa 
for refugees – Australia’s lat-
est hardline measure to keep 
asylum-seekers out. 

Yesterday there was seri-
ous talk of Mr Hockey being 
replaced. But he is not the 
only senior figure under a 
cloud. The defence minister, 
David Johnston, is set to be 
reshuffled after declaring – in 
relation to the acquisition of 
a new submarine fleet – that 
he did not trust the govern-
ment’s own shipbuilding firm 
to make a canoe.

As for the foreign minister, 
Julie Bishop, she reportedly 
“went bananas” after learn-
ing that the trade minister, 
Andrew Robb, was to accom-
pany her to next week’s climate 
change talks in Peru – because 
Mr Abbott feared she might 

Frank Mugisha is gay. As a 
leading gay rights activist in 
Uganda, he receives daily 
death threats. His face is 
splashed across the tabloid 
newspapers. He is, if they 
are to be believed, “evil” and 
“shameless”. 

Violence towards gay peo-
ple is actively encouraged. 
But he feels no fear. “How 
can I feel afraid?” he says. “The 
threats are so frequent that it’s 
laughable – I don’t have time 
to notice any more because I 
have to get on with my work.”

But he is still scarred by the 
murder of his friend and col-
league David Kato, who was 
bludgeoned to death in 2011 
after suing a local newspaper. 
The now defunct Rolling Stone 
(unrelated to the US music 
magazine) had published 
photographs of Mr Kato and 
others thought to be gay. The 
headline was a simple and 
chilling call to arms. “Hang 
them,” it read. 

A few days ago, history came 
dangerously close to repeat-
ing itself, when another friend 

otherwise agree to ambitious 
emission reduction targets.

Then there are those broken 
promises – a dozen so far. They 
include an election-eve pledge 
not to cut the funding of the 
ABC (Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation) or SBS (Special 
Broadcasting Service, for eth-
nic minorities). Both have had 
their budgets slashed.

The Prime Minister – who 
repeatedly lambasted his pred-
ecessor, Julia Gillard, as a “liar” 
for breaking an election prom-
ise – initially insisted that he 
hadn’t really broken a prom-
ise. Finally, late this week, he 
admitted that he had.

The most serious challenge 
facing the government is the 
economy, and the necessity to 
reduce a budget deficit which 
Mr Hockey blames on years 
of profligate Labor spending. 
That was the thinking behind 
his austerity measures. The 
problem is, neither he nor the 
prime minister has managed 
to explain that satisfactorily 
to voters.

Meanwhile, the economic 
news just gets worse. Figures 
out this week show that growth 
has virtually stopped, prompt-
ing warnings of a recession. 
The Australian dollar has slid 
to its lowest point for more 
than four years, and iron ore 
prices – a key source of foreign 
earnings – are plummeting.

Until now, Mr Abbott’s own 
position seemed secure. And 
even now, the grumblings 
among his MPs are muted. No 
one wants to repeat the disas-
trous merry-go-round of the 
previous Labor governments. 

However, if the polls fail to 
improve, it is hard to imagine 
Mr Abbott leading his party 
into the next election. Were 
he to be replaced, his most 
likely successor would be Ms 
Bishop, an impressive foreign 
minister and the only woman 
in his cabinet.

KaTHy MarKs
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rights for LGBTI (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and 
intersex) people in Uganda. 

As director of the country’s 
leading gay rights coalition, 
Sexual Minorities Uganda, 
he travels extensively to raise 
awareness of and gain support 
for decriminalising homosex-
uality in African countries. 

By speaking to foreign 
governments, Mr Mugisha 
hopes to encourage interna-
tional pressure on Uganda 
until equality is reached. 
The US has already agreed 
to cut aid to the country, and 
Sexual Minorities Uganda 
achieved a huge victory this 
summer when the country’s 
Anti-Homosexuality Act was 
nullified. But the success was 
short-lived. 

Similar legislation under a 
new name, the Prohibition of 
Unnatural Sexual Practices 
Bill, will criminalise people 
who own property in which 
“unnatural sexual practices 
occur”. It puts landlords and 
families who house LGBTI 
people at risk. If the motion 

is passed, it could make 
thousands homeless. To 
make matters more difficult 
for campaigners, the new 
bill states that activism and 
advocacy of homosexuality 
will be also be outlawed. Mr 
Mugisha and his colleagues 
could be arrested and face up 
to seven years in prison for 
what the government terms 
the “promotion” of homo-
sexuality.

Raised in a strict Catholic 
family, Mr Mugisha believes 
that Uganda’s high regard for 
religion is largely to blame for 
its nationwide homophobia. 
“Religion is such an important 
part of our culture that any-
thing said by a religious leader 
is very much respected. And 
then we have extreme lead-
ers who are preaching a lot of 
hatred out of insecurity.”

For the very few Ugandans 
like Mr Mugisha who are 
open about their homosexu-
ality, every day presents a new 
security risk. “When people 
attack homosexuals in the 
street and in their homes, 

they really believe they are 
doing something moral and 
just – that it’s God’s work,” 
he says. “We don’t travel 
alone, we often move house 
and try to look out for each 
other. If someone is outed in 
the paper, they often change 
their number and don’t tell 
anyone.”

Despite the everyday diffi-
culties, Mr Mugisha remains 
positive that Uganda will one 
day be a liberal state. “I don’t 
feel angry at my country,” 
he says. “I am seeing a beat 
of change with everything 
that’s going on right now – 
most young people are more 
open-minded so that will filter 
through. 

“Sometime I walk into 
someone’s office – maybe 
a politician or someone of 
importance, and they look at 
me like I’m disgusting. But 
then we have a conversation 
and by the end they see me 
like a human being – for me 
that is the greatest feeling. 
That has really shows me that 
there is a future for Uganda.”

Kenyan 
President’s 
ethnic 
violence 
charges are 
dropped

Prosecutors dropped charges 
of crimes against humanity 
against the Kenyan Presi-
dent, Uhuru Kenyatta, yester-
day, marking a failure for the 
International Criminal Court 
in the highest-profile case in 
its 11-year history.

Judges in The Hague had on 
Wednesday given prosecutors 
a week to decide whether to 
proceed against Mr Kenyatta, 
who was accused of foment-
ing ethnic violence after the 
2007 election, or withdraw the 
charges.

Prosecutors have said that 
Mr Kenyatta, the first sitting 
president to have attended 
a session of the court, used 
his powers to obstruct the 
investigation, especially since 
becoming head of state last 
year. Mr Kenyatta’s lawyers 
denied this. The collapse is a 
blow to the court, which has 
secured only two convictions, 
both against little-known 
Congolese warlords, and has 
yet to prove it can hold the 
powerful to account.

Many Africans accuse the 
court of unfairly targeting 
their continent, while a law-
yer said it had failed victims of 
the post-election bloodshed 
in which 1,200 people were 
butchered. “The evidence 
has not improved to such an 
extent that Mr Kenyatta’s 
alleged criminal responsibil-
ity can be proven,” the pros-
ecutor, Fatou Bensouda, said 
in a court filing.

Mr Kenyatta received the 
news at a meeting of Ken-
yan officials and business 
executives, who applauded. 
Some hugged him. His reac-
tion, “one down, two to go”, 
referred to his wish to see sim-
ilar charges dropped against 
his deputy, William Ruto, and 
a Kenyan journalist.

Diplomats say the case 
has been a distraction for the 
administration, despite offi-
cial denials. But the economic 
impact has been limited, in 
part because most investors 
have long thought the case 
against Mr Kenyatta was fall-
ing apart. The court did not 
acquit Mr Kenyatta, so charges 
could be brought again if more 
evidence becomes available.

Fergal Gaynor, counsel for 
the victims, said the with-
drawal of charges would dis-
appoint the estimated 20,000 
victims in this case. REuTERs

and colleague, Kelly Daniels 
Mukwano, was attacked 
by a violent mob in his own 
home. “It was brutal,” recalls 
Mr Mugisha. “They were not 
robbers – nothing was taken 
from the house. It was just 
some people from the com-
munity who had heard that he 
was gay and wanted to punish 
him for it.” 

A fellow human rights cam-
paigner, Mr Mukwano is said 
to be recovering in a Kampala 
hospital. He was lucky to sur-
vive, and Mr Mugisha’s co-
workers say word had been 
spread about his sexuality. 

“He was receiving ver-
bal abuse on his way home 
from work that day,” says Mr 
Mugisha.“I had hoped that the 
situation was improving but 
we have still seen 164 cases 
of violence within a period of 
only four months. It is increas-
ingly dangerous to be gay and 
live in Uganda.”

A nominee for this year’s 
Nobel Peace Prize, Mr Mugi-
sha has dedicated his life to 
campaigning for equal human 

‘How can I feel 
afraid?’ says 
Frank Mugisha. 
‘The threats are 
so frequent that 
it’s laughable’
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When the US elected its first black president six years 
ago many liberals hailed Barack Obama’s entry to the 
White House as the beginning of a post-racial society.
However, T i m  Wa l k e r  discovers that little has changed 

What does it mean 
to be black in 
america in 2014?
The casual observer could be 
forgiven for studying the top 
ranks of the US Government 
and concluding that America 
had achieved something close 
to racial equality. 

President Barack Obama 
and three of his cabinet 
members are black, includ-
ing the outgoing Attorney 
General, Eric Holder. Mr 
Obama’s nominee to replace 
Mr Holder is Loretta Lynch, 
who would be the first black 
woman to lead the Justice 
Department.

Yet beneath the surface, the 
truth becomes clearer. African 
Americans make up almost 
14 per cent of the population. 
Fifty years since the passage of 
the Civil Rights Act, just two 
out of 100 US Senators are 
black. Of the companies in the 
Fortune 500 list, fewer than 10 
have a black chairman or CEO. 
The only black billionaires in 
the US – which boasts almost 

500 – are Oprah Winfrey and 
Michael Jordan.

In 2010, according to fig-
ures from the National Pov-
erty Centre, 27.4 per cent of 
black people lived beneath 
the poverty line, compared to 
9.9 per cent of non-Hispanic 
whites. A 2013 Pew Research 
Centre study found that black 
men were six times as likely as 
white men to be incarcerated. 
And then there is the issue that 
currently grips America: the 
deaths of multiple unarmed 
black men at the hands of 
white police officers.

It is a subject that will likely 
complicate Ms Lynch’s nomi-
nations process, after a grand 
jury in New York declined this 
week to indict a white police 
officer who was filmed chok-
ing to death 43-year-old Eric 
Garner, an unarmed black 
father of six, in Staten Island.

The decision led to demon-
strations across the US, and, 

as the US Attorney for a New 
York district that includes 
Staten Island, Ms Lynch is 
now responsible for a federal 
civil rights investigation into 
the case.

Mr Holder’s Justice Depart-
ment is already conducting a 
civil rights probe into police 
practices in Ferguson, Mis-
souri, following the death of 
18-year-old Michael Brown, 
who was shot dead in August. 
Mr Brown’s killer, Officer Dar-
ren Wilson, was also cleared 
by a grand jury this week, fuel-
ling nationwide protests and 
two nights of violent unrest in 
the St Louis suburb.

The deaths of Mr Brown and 
Mr Garner followed a now-
familiar pattern, repeated on 
22 November in Cleveland, 
Ohio, when 12-year-old Tamir 
Rice, holding a pellet gun, was 
shot dead by a police officer, 
and on Tuesday in Phoenix, 
Arizona, when Rumain Bris-

Journal’s staff quits en masse as 
owner reveals plans to go digital

racHaEl PElls 

Staff at the American politi-
cal and cultural magazine The 
New Republic staged a mass 
walk-out yesterday after its 
owner, the Facebook billion-
aire Chris Hughes, and newly 
appointed chief executive 
Guy Vidra announced plans 
to transform the publication 
into a digital platform. 

Mr Hughes, who shared his 
college dormitory with Face-
book’s founder Mark Zucker-
berg, unveiled plans to replace 
the journal’s long-running 
senior editor, Franklin Foer, 
with a former editor of The 
Atlantic Wire, Gabriel Snyder, 
allegedly without officially 
telling Mr Foer. 

More than 30 editors and 
contributing editors quit yes-
terday, just three weeks after 

the firm reportedly spent hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars 
on the journal’s 100th anniver-
sary gala dinner. A joint letter 
signed by 10 contributing edi-
tors said: “Our commitment 
to the venerable principles of 
the magazine requires us now 
to resign. Please remove our 
names from the masthead.”

John Judis, a senior editor 
who also resigned yesterday, 
said: “The New Republic was 
always a small  political 
magazine that was trying to 
change the world. Hughes 
and Vidra have decided to 
transform [it] into a profit-
making media center [sic] 
that is entirely different…”

In a statement last night, 
Mr Hughes said he was “sad-
dened by the loss of such 
great talent” and added that 
the journal was “bigger than 
any one of us”.

It was 
always a 
small 
magazine 
trying to 
change the 
world 

World 
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One of the 
protesters
outside 
Ferguson 
police station 
in missouri 
ScoTT 
olSoN/gETTy 
ImagES

bon, 34, was shot dead by an 
officer who believed he was 
reaching for a weapon.

Officer Wilson escaped 
without an indictment, as 
did Mr Garner’s killer, Dan-
iel Pantaleo. George Zim-
merman, a white neighbour-
hood watch volunteer who 
shot dead Trayvon Martin in 
Florida in 2012, was acquitted 
of murdering the unarmed 
black 17-year-old. Some have 
allowed the murky details of 
such cases to obscure the stark 
fact that young black men are 
disproportionately the victims 
of gun violence, and particu-
larly of police shootings.

According to a recent report 
by ProPublica, between 2010 
and 2012 federal data showed 
black men aged 15 to 19 were 
killed in police shootings at 
a rate of 31.17 per million, 
almost 20 times higher than 
white men of the same age.

One peaceful protester in 
Ferguson told The Independ-
ent last week that rioters 
there felt abandoned by the 
system. “A lot of young black 
men honestly feel like their 
life has no meaning, so what 
does it matter if they shoot 
each other, throw stuff at the 
police, destroy buildings,” 
said Chris, 34, who declined 
to give her last name. “They 
don’t feel like they have a 
place in America.”

The unrest in Ferguson 
is one of several ugly land-
marks in the history of post-
civil rights America, which 
proved that the country’s 
racial divisions were still 
broad and deep: the assassi-
nation of Martin Luther King; 
Hurricane Katrina; the 1992 
acquittal of the four white 
Los Angeles police officers 
who beat the black motorist 
Rodney King, which led to 

days of riots that left 55 peo-
ple dead. Among the more 
positive waypoints of the past 
half-century was the election 
of President Obama in 2008. 
After race reared its head dur-
ing the primary campaign that 
March, Mr Obama delivered 
a celebrated speech in Phila-
delphia in which he cited 
“the complexities of race in 
this country that we’ve never 
really worked through”. He 
added: “I have never been so 
naïve as to believe that we can 
get beyond our racial divisions 
in a single election cycle, or 
with a single candidacy.”

Nevertheless, Mr Obama’s 
election victory encouraged 
hopeful liberals to posit the 
possibility of a post-racial 
society, and allowed some in 
the Fox News pundit class to 
proclaim the end of racism, 
even as their criticism of the 
President came tinged with 
it. The black comedian Chris 
Rock, an honest and vital com-
mentator on race, addressed 
the meaning of Mr Obama’s 
presidency in a recent inter-
view with New York magazine. 
“To say Obama is progress is 
saying that he’s the first black 
person that is qualified to be 
president,” he said.

“That’s not black progress. 
That’s white progress. There 
have been black people 
qualified to be president 
for hundreds of years... my 
kids are smart, educated, 
beautiful, polite children. 
There have been smart, 
educated, beautiful, polite 
black children for hundreds 
of years. The advantage that 
my children have is that [they] 
are encountering the nicest 
white people that America 
has ever produced. Let’s hope 
America keeps producing 
nicer white people.”

Perhaps it is not the black 
community that ought to be 
under scrutiny, but the white 
community. In that 2008 
speech in Philadelphia, Mr 
Obama suggested: “The path 
to a more perfect union means 
acknowledging that what 
ails the African-American 
community does not just 
exist in the minds of black 
people; that the legacy of 
discrimination – and current 
incidents of discrimination, 
while less overt than in the 
past – are real and must be 
addressed.”

It is a message he continues 
to send today. Speaking on the 
morning after the Ferguson 
riots, Mr Obama scolded those 
responsible for the violence, 
but added: “The frustrations 
that people have are rooted 
in hard truths that need to be 
addressed... The problem is 
not just a Ferguson problem; 
it’s an American problem.”

In recent days, several 
Twitter hashtags have taken 
root, such as #HandsUpDont-
Shoot and #ICantBreathe, 
which refer to the deaths of 
Mr Brown and Mr Garner, 
respectively. Using another, 
#CrimingWhileWhite, whites 
have acknowledged their priv-
ilege in dealings with police, 
recounting their lack of pun-
ishment when caught breaking 
the law. The trend was started 
by Jason Ross, a former Daily 
Show writer, who tweeted: 
“Busted for larceny at 11. At 17, 
cited for booze + caught w gun 
@ school. No one called me a 
thug. Can’t recommend being 
white highly enough.” 

Following the decision not 
to indict Mr Garner’s killer, 
it was another comedian, 
Mr Ross’s former boss Jon 
Stewart, who appeared to act 
as the conscience of white 
America, when he said, in a 
Daily Show segment free of 
jokes: “We are definitely not 
living in a post-racial society. 
And I can imagine there are a 
lot of people wondering how 
much of a society we’re living 
in at all.”

Vatican closes the 
book on financial 
practices ‘from 
Middle Ages’

Vatican officials will be 
forced to work from a strict 
new financial rule book from 
1 January, as Pope Francis 
makes the final push to clean 
up the Holy See after decades 
of sleaze.

The accounting manual 
will improve the Holy See’s 
financial statements “and 
harmonise them with inter-
national standards”, putting 
paid to accounting practices 
which one expert said were 
“from the Middle Ages”, 
according to the Vatican 
Insider website.

Its arrival follows revelations 
that hundreds of millions 
of euros have been found 
“tucked away” in accounts 
of various departments of 
the Holy See without having 
appeared in the city-state’s 
balance sheets.

The sums were discovered 
by Pope Francis’s financial 
troubleshooter, Cardinal 
George Pell, the Prefect of the 
Secretariat for the Economy. 
Cardinal Pell said Vatican 
departments had long had “an 
almost free hand” with their 
finances and had followed 
“long-established patterns” 
in managing their affairs. 

“Very few were tempted to 
tell the outside world what 
was happening, except when 
they needed extra help,” he 
said, singling out the Secre-
tariat of State – in effect the 
Church’s diplomatic corps – as 
one department that appeared 
particularly secretive.

The Australian cardinal said 
there was no suggestion of 
graft regarding the undeclared 
sums, but rather evidence of 
arcane working practices. “It 
was impossible for anyone 
to know accurately what was 
going on overall,” he added.

A Vatican watcher and papal 
biographer, Marco Politi, said 
events showed that Francis 
was serious about cleaning 
out the Vatican stables, once 
and for all.

“What we are seeing is the 
determination of Francis to 
have complete transparency 
in the way the Vatican oper-
ates,” he said. “The latest 
revelations are good news. It 
shows Pell is doing a good job. 
He never stops looking. He is 
so energetic that Francis calls 
him ‘The Ranger’.”

Mr Politi said that once the 
new financial guidelines were 
in place, with Cardinal Pell 
to police them, the Vatican 

should finally emerge from 
the attitudes and working 
practices that have held sway 
“since the Middle Ages”.

Cardinal Pell has said that 
reforms were “well under 
way and already past the 
point where the Vatican could 
return to the ‘bad old days’”.

But the Vatican still has an 
important hurdle to climb: 
gaining the international all-
clear for its trouble bank, the 
Institute for Religious Works 
(IoR), which has been hit by a 
series of scandals stretching 
back to the fraudulent bank-
ruptcy of Banco Ambrosiano 
in the 1980s.

The IoR has been working 
with the Bank of Italy and the 
Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD) “for the Holy 
See’s inclusion in the so-called 
White List” – an OECD des-
ignation for countries that 
meet international standards 
on transparency and tax reg-
ulations. But so far its appli-
cations for inclusion have 
failed.

Last year, it emerged that 
as part of the programme to 
crack down on graft, the IoR 
had decided to close 900 sus-
picious accounts. Four of the 

mIcHaEl Day
in rOme

suspect accounts were linked 
to the Vatican embassies in 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq and 
Syria. The account closures 
followed a judicial report 
that said the bank was money-
laundering hotspot. Monsig-
nor Nunzio Scarano, a former 
senior Vatican accountant 
who had close ties to the IoR, 
is on trial accused of plotting 
to smuggle millions of dollars 
into Italy from Switzerland in 
a scheme to help rich friends 
dodge taxes. He has also been 
indicted on separate charges 
of laundering millions of euros 
through the IOR.

In June this year, Pope 
Francis sacked the all-Ital-
ian, five-man board of the 
Vatican’s financial watchdog, 
the Financial Information 
Authority, and brought in a 
fresh international line-up.

The IoR is cracking down 
on security, after suggestions 
that it was too easy for non-
account holders to access 
funds. Mr Politi said all these 
initiatives were likely to help 
it win OECD approval.

A lot of 
young 
black men  
feel like 
their life 
has no 
meaning

The Pope’s financial 
troubleshooter, 
Cardinal George Pell, 
said Vatican officials 
had for too long ‘had 
an almost free hand’

s ta i rw e l l d e at h
n e w  k i l l i n g  i n q u i ry

The district attorney for 
Brooklyn said yesterday he 
would convene a grand jury to 
consider charging a New york 
police officer who shot dead 
an unarmed black man in a 
stairwell on a housing estate.

Police have claimed that 
officer Peter liang’s gun may 
have discharged by accident, 
hitting akai gurley in the 
chest and killing him on 20 
November. officer liang, a 
new recruit, was on patrol 
when he entered a darkened 
stairwell at about the same 
time that mr gurley, 28, 
entered from a lower floor. 
The officer’s gun discharged a 
single shot, killing mr gurley, 
the father of a two-year-old.

mr gurley’s friends and 
family were set to gather with 
civil rights leaders for his 
wake last night.
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The name’s Osborne, 
licensed to kill the 
state as we know it

After 11 minutes of whirlwind hype at Pinewood 
Studios on Thursday, we know that the 24th 
James Bond film will be entitled Spectre. 
Headed by Ernst Stavro Blofeld, this all-
 purpose matrix of mayhem first surfaced in 
1961, in Ian Fleming’s novel Thunderball. The 
advent of the Special Executive for Counter-
 intelligence, Terrorism, Revenge and Extortion 
marked Fleming’s shift away from Cold War 
ideology towards generic baddies fuelled by 
insatiable destructive urges. 

So to bring the franchise entirely up to date, 
director Sam Mendes and his team might 
have redubbed their nest of nasties with a 
more contemporary acronym – perhaps as the 
“Deadly evil force inflicting cuts, insolvency 
and torment”. Or D.E.F.I.C.I.T.

Commander Bond’s adventures offer a handy 
prism – or rather a Martini glass – through 
which to view the Chancellor’s long-term 
plan for a smaller, leaner state. During his 
Autumn Statement, George Osborne gunned 
up his armoured Aston Martin and set off on 
a hairpin corniche route past scary economic 
boulders, potholes and ravines towards the 
low-spending, balanced-budget paradise of 
the fiscal year 2019-2020.

You know that anticlimactic smoochy scene 
that always ends the films? To a soundtrack of 

boyD ToNkIN
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lush strings, Bond and his latest conquest gaze 
out in a post-coital stupor over silver sands 
and turquoise seas. A few stray wisps of cloud 
form into messages. They read: “A £50bn cur-
rent account surplus”; “£61bn of extra cuts”; 
 “Government spending at 35.2 per cent of 
GDP” and, drifting over the horizon, “The low-
est proportion of state spending since 1938”. 

Bliss. Cue the closing credits – and, possibly, 
a reprise of Wings’ “Live and Let Die”. 

Almost since his 1953 arrival in Casino 
 Royale, Bond on page and screen has served 
as a slick-suited proxy for the state of the post-
imperial nation. Fans will recall his disap-
pointing encounter with Q in the aptly named 
Skyfall – a movie that premiered in 2012 just 
when it seemed that Osborne-branded auster-
ity had brought the heavens down in a pall of 
permanent gloom. As Q, the youthful secret-
service armourer, Ben Whishaw hands Daniel 
Craig a scanty package of goodies: not much 
more than a ticket, a pistol and a radio. Bond 
is unimpressed. Q ripostes: “Were you expect-
ing an exploding pen? We don’t really go in for 
that any more.” 

That was then. Now, Osborne has unveiled 
his plotlines for what you might call the James 
Bond state. It will be thin, agile, minimally 
staffed, endlessly flexible, ready to turn on a 
devalued euro and – like one version of that 
Aston Martin – able to dematerialise at the flick 
of a Treasury switch. 

Try to digest the detailed forecast published 
this week by the Office for Budget Responsi-
bility – a task that would take Bond about 15 
 minutes, cocktail-mixing included – and any 
user of public rather than secret services will 
tremble. As part of its decade-long “fiscal 
 consolidation”, the Government intends to 
slash per capita spending (health and schools 
apart) from £3,020 in 2010 to £1,290 in 2020. 
Over the same period, projected public expendi-
ture will plummet from 21.2 per cent of GDP to 
12.6 per cent. With 60 per cent of the planned 
pain still to come, the state’s share of the total 
economy will fall to “the lowest since 1938 using 
the Bank of England’s historical dataset”. 

Ah, 1938. Neville Chamberlain waves a paper 
containing Herr Hitler’s reassurances and pro-
claims peace for our time. The Special Areas 
Act and the Unemployment Assistance Board 
have mitigated the worst wounds of the Great 
Depression, although rickets, TB and other ail-
ments of extreme poverty still stalk the slums. 
But suburban sprawl gallops across the booming 
south. A new Green Belt (London and Home 
Counties) Act allows local authorities to buy land 
as a buffer against ribbon development. 

Pioneers open the Finsbury Health Centre 
for integrated, cradle-to-grave community 
welfare. It’s designed by Berthold Lubetkin, 
who has a modernist architect colleague 
called Erno Goldfinger. The BMA issues a 
pamphlet calling for a comprehensive scheme 

of access to doctors and hospitals – a sort of 
“national health service”. Ian Fleming fails as 
a City stockbroker.

Osborne’s 35.2 per cent solution – 1938-style 
– has spread either delight or despondency. 
Free-market fundamentalists hail his vision 
as a prospect of liberation from “welfare 
 dependency”. Clients, staff and advocates 
of the public realm shudder in premonitory 
dread. However, the dream of a James Bond 
state involves more than a scantily resourced 
retreat from boots on the ground – or helmets 
on the street – into a pattern of slimline agen-
cies charged to commission minimal services 
from private suppliers. To begin with, guar-
antees of future spending on the NHS and 
 (crucially) the “triple-locked” state pension 
mean that Osborne’s 007 costume – licensed 
to trim the bloated public sector – retains hid-
den fat beneath the knife-sharp tux.

Beyond those commitments, the present 
administration does not really hate the state. 
It hates transferring tax receipts to poor and 
vulnerable people. That is a rather different 
matter. Look at the Osborne strategy in the 
round and another picture comes into focus. 
Forget Q’s niggardliness of 2012. This govern-
ment just adores exploding pens. 

They come in many infrastructural guises. 
Much of the cunning gadgetry (about £73bn 
out of a £100bn commitment to large-scale 
projects) goes towards transport: the HS2 
 railway, or the £15bn investment in new roads. 
Higher-minded punters may take heart from 
the £141m earmarked for a cultural “Olympico-
polis” at Stratford, east London, or the £235m 
materials research centre in Manchester, con-
ceived as a pillar of Osborne’s “Northern Pow-
erhouse”. The atom-thin material graphene 
– developed, in a pure 007 subplot, by a pair 
of Russian émigrés at Manchester University 
– already has a dedicated research HQ under 
construction. Meanwhile, a “Knowledge Quar-
ter” in Bloomsbury and King’s Cross, London, 
will gather a cluster of high-thinking establish-
ments around the Francis Crick Institute for 
biomedical research.

This type of investment does not exactly 
 testify to a stampede back into the laissez-faire 
Stone Age. Although private capital may do 
much of the heavy lifting for these declamatory 
schemes, government departments will act 
as patrons, facilitators and impresarios. From 
sub-Stonehenge tunnels to flood barriers and 
research institutes, Osborne craves a cheap 
state – but a spectacular state as well.

The lethal toys that Q supplied to 007 
allowed the lone-wolf agent to make up in smart 
power what he lacked in overwhelming might. 
Osborne’s James Bond state aspires for some-
thing similar: social and economic leverage 
through knowledge hubs and communications 
networks. His aim (so far as one can read it) is 
that these equivalents of miniaturised weap-
ons and micro-transmitters will multiply the 
impact of much-curtailed public spending. 

Even if the strategy turns out as far-fetched 
and fanciful as a Bond storyline, it does not 
quite imply a retreat into the vestigial “night-
watchman state” of free-market theory. Rather, 
muscular and athletic public authority leaps 
from one slick stunt to another, never spending 
too much or staying too long. This is the state 
not as night-watchman but as superhero.

James Bond is fantasy. Osborne’s 10-year 
“consolidation” may prove an equal fiction. The 
OBR itself rows back on the willing suspension 
of disbelief when it warns that “the implied 
cuts during the next Parliament would pose a 
significant challenge if they were confirmed as 
firm policy”. Those cautious subjunctives spell, 
more or less, “You cannot be serious”. Especially 
since (as The Independent disclosed yesterday) 
the official story depends on a huge upswing in 
unsecured personal borrowing. The OBR fore-
sees “households’ finances in deficit and the 
gross debt-to-income ratio rising well above its 
pre-crisis peak by the forecast horizon”. 

Even solitary spooks need their backroom 
bureaucrats. The Conservative utopia – or 
mirage – of a state that would spend less, do 
less, but still incubate national achievement 
through high-yield projects, has a distinctly 
fuzzy hinterland. All those knowledge-driven, 
fully networked hubs, hives and powerhouses 
will call for regiments of expert managers, 
 specialist staff and (not least) well-trained 
apprentices. They will now be expected to 
emerge from squeezed and crumbling schools, 
indebted and shrunken universities, and serv-
ice-depleted neighbourhoods in which you are 
no more likely to come across a properly funded 
public library than a palm-fringed atoll where 
some wicked genius dwells.

In short, Osborne wants Bond without M – or 
rather, without the unseen army of profession-
als who really license his thrills. The OBR notes 
that the current plethora of low-grade, low-paid 
jobs – exactly the sort of employment you rely on 
without sufficient investment in quality training 
and education – has depressed tax revenues and 
so delayed the Government’s own timetable for 
deficit reduction. Yesterday, the International 
Labour Organisation confirmed that – after six 
years of falling real wages – British workers have 
suffered more in a spectral “boom” than many of 
their G20 counterparts have in a “bust”. 

But forget reality. Clear the sound stage for yet 
more infrastructural stunts enveloped in pseudo-
patriotic smoke and mirrors. On Thursday, the 
Pinewood press conference revealed that Spectre 
will also star the new Aston Martin DB10: “built 
for Bond”, as the car-maker proudly advertises. 
Or rather, built for the marque’s principal share-
holders: the Kuwaiti finance house Investment 
Dar, and the Italian private-equity consortium 
Investindustrial. Only a last-ditch foreign rescue 
stopped Bond’s motor from crashing into its own 
budgetary ravine. 

Flashy, splashy but underpowered, George 
Osborne’s 007 state may soon require the same 
sort of salvation.

Osborne has unveiled his 
 plotlines for the Bond state. 
It will be thin, agile, minimally 
staffed, endlessly flexible, ready 
to turn on a devalued euro

IllusTraTIoN by mark loNg
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Bad Sex in Fiction was won by Ben Okri for 
a particularly purple passage in The Age of 
Magic. “She felt certain now that there was a 
heaven and that it was here, in her body…” 

It’s confusing. One man’s silly smut is 
another man’s Ofcom complaint. So who 
decides which body parts and sexual acts 
are acceptable for public consumption 
and which are offensive or potentially 
harmful? It’s impossible to police but 
that has not stopped the Department for 
Culture, Sport and Media trying to parse 
the public’s private tastes. In the same week 
that David Cameron attacked Ed Balls for 
committing an act of “political masosadism” 
at Prime Minister’s Questions – “It’s sado-
masochism!” jeered the House in a chorus 
to give anyone nightmares – S&M was put 
on a new government banned list. 

On Tuesday, the Audiovisual Media 
Services Regulations 2014 introduced a 
series of restrictions on the pornography 
that can be bought and sold in the UK, to 
safeguard children. As a result, a number of 

sex acts it considers harmful 
or life endangering have 
been banned from paid-for 
pornography sites. These 
include – and here’s a list that 
Chris Morris would have been 
proud to feature on Brass 
Eye – spanking, aggressive 
whipping, strangulation, 
humiliation and the use of 
power tools. Who decides 
how aggressive a certain 
whipping is is not clear. 

The measures have not 
been welcomed. That female 

It’s been a big week for body parts. In 
particular those bits, if one must go in for 
primary school language, that are naughty. 
The bits that jiggle and wobble and 
sometimes spurt. There might be a few in 
this column – nothing gratuitous, naturally.

The main thing to understand is that some 
naughty bits, apparently, are naughtier than 
others. But whose bits are on show, and 
where, very much dictates how much we are 
expected to be shocked by them. So while it 
is absolutely fine for an American underwear 
company to send a platoon of glossy 
Amazons down a catwalk wearing little more 
than a wisp of chiffon, a hint of satin and for 
some reason massive, bejewelled wings, it is 
not fine for a new mother to breastfeed her 
12-week-old daughter at Claridge’s.

Nigel Farage has weighed in to declare 
the latter act “ostentatious”, but has yet to 
express an opinion on the former. In other 
words, the soft-porn lingerie spectacular, 
peekaboo videos and insane diet tips peddled 
by Victoria’s Secret and consumed by 
millions of young, impressionable types and 
countless older ones who should know better 
is OK; feeding a newborn, as Lou Burns tried 
to, amid fresh scones and tea strainers, is 
not. Bring the lady a modesty shroud.

Meanwhile, the animal rights charity Peta 
got into trouble this week for its billboard 
on the dangers of drinking milk. Its slogan, 
“Some bodily fluids are bad for you. Don’t 
swallow. Ditch dairy”, was banned within a 
day for being “too sexual”. And in London, 
the literati gathered at the In and Out Club 
to celebrate the smuttiest writing of the year. 
A giggle-fest of bursting dams, ruby nipples 
and heavy moaning, the Literary Review 

ejaculation is off the menu but the male 
equivalent is still the main event has been 
interpreted as lionising male pleasure while 
implying that female pleasure is shameful. 
True, but given that so much modern 
pornography is violently anti-female and that 
exploitation of women is rife in the industry, 
this is arguably quite small beer. More 
pertinently, the arbitrary nature of what’s 
in and what’s out has wider implications for 
online freedom. A government that legislates 
on which sexual acts are morally appropriate 
and which are not is a frightening thought. 

These are valid points, but just so much 
bluster. As long as there has been printing, 
there has been pornography. And as long 
as there has been pornography, there have 
been those who want it banned. These latest 
measures do nothing to address the free, 
non-regulated content that is produced in 
other countries and is most easily accessed 
by those without a credit card – like 
children. It is a worry children are watching 
pornography. It is also a worry that they 
play ultra-violent video games. Banning 
either will not work; frank, open discussion 
and education might.

It is extraordinary that even as society’s 
attitudes towards sex have changed radically, 
thanks in no small part to the internet, the 
tenor of debate is still couched in Carry On 
innuendoes or “Ban this filth!” censure. 
As the porn law debates rumble on, there 
are the questions of teen pregnancy, rape 
and consent, and institutional child abuse 
to consider. Each to his own, but worrying 
over degrees of aggressive spanking strikes 
me as rather a waste of time.
Twitter: @alicevjones 

One man’s 
silly  
smut is 
another 
man’s 
Ofcom 
complaint

Another
Voice

So Victoria’s Secret 
is good clean fun 
but breastfeeding in 
public is obscene. Run 
that by me again... 

AlIcE joNEs
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Indirect taxes hit the poorest

pupils suffering over  
a-level uncertainty 
MP Graham Stuart’s 
contribution to the debate 
surrounding A-level reform 
has added further confusion 
to the educational 
landscape (“Senior Tory’s 
U-turn on proposal to scrap 
AS-levels, 4 December).

 The situation we find 
ourselves in is somewhere 
between Pythonesque and 
Kafkaesque; during the 
course of one night next 
May, the entire educational 
landscape will be shaped. 
As of now, a Labour 
government will retain A-
levels in their current form, 
whereas a Conservative 
government will implement 
reform for some subjects 
but not others, against 
the advice of teachers, 
universities and now, it 
seems, their own party. 

Right now, we have 
pupils and parents in 
the position of choosing 
A-levels without knowing 
what they will look like; 
teachers choosing between 
syllabuses that may not 
come into existence, and 
careers staff who are unable 
to give proper guidance 
on how universities will go 
about admitting youngsters 
in less than two years’ time.

Next year’s election 
is unlikely to be won or 
lost on A-level reform. 
But – though it sounds 

melodramatic to say it – we 
are playing politics with 
pupils’ futures. It is in the 
national interest to remove 
the chaos and uncertainty 
of the current position. 

Can both parties and 
Ofqual not come to a sensible 
arrangement and agree on 
a common timetable for A-
level reform so that pupils 
and teachers can plan for 
the future properly?
Kieran Mclaughlin
Headmaster, Durham 
School, Durham 

Graham Stuart’s revised 
view of the value of AS- 
levels was fascinating if only 
for his reported statement: 
“My instinct originally was 
the same as [Gove’s] until 
I talked to headteachers in 
my constituency”. Well, that 
would have been a good 
place to start, wouldn’t 
it, rather than relying on 
instinct or, worse, on the 
hectoring Gove rhetoric? 
Beryl Wall
London W4

paracetaMol 
prescriptions
Rosie Millard’s call for a 
halt to the prescription of 
paracetamol (29 November) 
initially seems attractive. 
But things are not so simple.

As a former GP,  
I sometimes prescribed 
paracetamol, most often 

in liquid form for children 
with distressing conditions 
such as earache. Done with 
clear explanation that the 
child required pain relief 
rather than antibiotics, 
this has several benefits. 
Avoidance of unnecessary                  
use of antibiotics both saves 
money and decreases the 
risk of the worrying spread 
of antibiotic resistance. 

Prescription validates 
rather than dismisses the 
symptoms and the concerns 
they engender, but gives an 
opportunity to demonstrate 
that in the future similar 
illness can be safely 
managed at home with 
identical medicine (with the 
usual warnings to seek help 
if the pattern of illness is 
unusual or prolonged). 

The prescription can 
only be dispensed by a 
pharmacy, where advice on 
the management of minor 
illness is readily available 
and from where the identical 
medication can be purchased 
for similar episodes in 
the future. Prescription 
is an endorsement of 
paracetamol as a real and 
effective medicine used by 
professionals. These are 
all steps that encourage 
people’s self-reliance and 
help limit demand on 
overstretched primary care 
services in the future.
charles campion-smith
Dorchester

Why the fuss aBout 
arMs sales to israel?
Such a show of heart-
searching that the UK 
should be selling arms 
to Israel (report, 24 
November). And to 
Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 
Sudan, Syria, Iran, China, 
Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
Uzbekistan, Zimbabwe and 
countless other paragons 
of human rights – 45 
repressive states in all. 

The bottom line is: we 
sell arms! So why single out 
Israel, the only democracy 
in the Middle East with a 
free press and universal 
suffrage and under an 
existential threat for the 
past 70 years? Benjamin 
Netanyahu said that if the 
Arabs were to lay down 
their arms, peace would 
break out, but if Israel were 
to lay down hers, she would 
be obliterated. It certainly 
looks that way.
gillian cook
Brighton, East Sussex

I am angry and ashamed 
that a luxury dinner for 
arms dealers was held at 
the Tower of London, just 
days after the ending of 
the poppy display (report, 
28 November). It will be 
followed by an arms fair in 
London next September, 
promoting sales of arms, 
bombs and torture 
equipment. How many 

exhibitors would be willing 
to show us how “good” their 
products are by giving a 
personal demonstration,  
as a victim?
Joy Watson
Carlisle
 

short-sighteD  
policy?
You report (5 December) 
that the Northern, Eastern 
and Western Devon Clinical 
commissioning group will be 
providing only one hearing 
aid to people with hearing 
difficulties. I have worn two 
hearing aids for 20 years and 
I also wear spectacles. How 
would most people manage 
if their optician prescribed  
a monocle?
Janette Ward
Tarrington, Herefordshire 
 

WoMen get a  
Dressing DoWn  
Men do have dress-
code challenges, but are 
they really equivalent 
to women’s? (Letters, 5 
December.) Are men told 
to take responsibility for 
their own sexual assaults, 
sometimes by the police, 
because of their choice of 
clothing? Or that their female 
colleagues’ poor behaviour 
towards them is caused by 
their choice of trousers? 
samantha chung
Cambridge 

Letters to the Editor

It may sound  
melodramatic to say  

so, but we are  
playing politics with 

pupils’ futures 

By far the biggest tax hike 
of recent times for most 
people was the increase 
of VAT, by one-seventh, 
imposed in 2010. This has 
had a much bigger effect on 
most people’s standard of 
living than minor tinkering 
with tax thresholds.

Tax avoidance by multi-
nationals has increased 
as the result of a number 
of other Coalition 
measures, in particular 
the 2012 Controlled 
Foreign Company rules 
which massively widens 
opportunities to gain from 
tax exemptions and which 
the Government shows no 
sign of repealing

Corporation tax has now 
been cut from 28 to 21 and 
soon to 20 per cent under 
this Government, and 
exemptions expanded.

The result of all this is 
that the UK Government 
now raises substantially 

more from indirect tax than 
from tax on income and 
capital. Hence the current 
discussion of income tax is 
really beside the point.
professor peter  
taylor-gooby
University of Kent, 
Canterbury

Fears have been expressed 
that stamp duty could 
become a “stealth tax” 
(5 December). It has 
long been a stealth tax. 
When first introduced in 
its modern form in the 
1950s the threshold was 
set so that only the most 
expensive houses would 
attract the duty. At a time 
when a three-bedroom 
house in London cost in 
the region of £5,000, the 
threshold for stamp-duty 
liability was £30,000 – the 
equivalent of a £3m house 
now. As house prices rose, 
successive governments left 

the threshold as it was, so 
that virtually all house sales 
attracted the duty. 

The introduction of 
banding goes some way 
to redress the balance but 
stamp duty is now seen as a 
revenue stream rather than 
a redistributive mechanism 
to transfer wealth from the 
mega-wealthy to society as 
a whole.
patrick cleary
Honiton, Devon

A projected £55bn or more 
of cuts in government 
expenditure is likely to 
hit “welfare” hardest (the 
disabled, unemployed, and 
those unable to pay rising 
rents). Either that or there 
will be a huge increase in 
personal debt, leading to 
another disastrous financial 
collapse, like that of 2008.

Meanwhile, a totally 
useless project sails on, 
immune and protected 

– the £50-£100bn Trident 
missile project. No political 
party has the guts to 
confront this obscenity.

Instead they are all quite 
happy to ruin people’s 
lives, the economy and the 
very future of the United 
Kingdom in attempts to pay 
off the government debt 
mountain. We are insane to 
stand for this.
allan Williams
London E8 

One realises that we remain 
a deeply socially divided 
society when even a writer 
in The Independent (Andy 
McSmith, 5 December) 
can say of Jeremy Thorpe, 
vis à vis Harold Wilson 
and Edward Heath: 
“Intellectually he was their 
equal, while socially he was 
a cut above them”. 

This is a sorry attitude in 
this day and age. Socially 
he may have been very 

different, but to imply  
that this difference  
means better goes a long 
way to explaining the 
problems with this country.

 Witness an Autumn 
Statement that essentially 
takes from the poorer 
sections of society and 
gives to the better-off as 
a solution to our mainly 
banker-created debt. 
tom simpson
Bristol

With his insistence on 
off-balance-sheet PFI 
(private finance initiative), 
Gordon Brown loaded what 
is effectively the nation’s 
credit card. Now George 
Osborne hopes that we will 
emulate the ex-chancellor’s 
imprudence in our personal 
finances and thus make him 
appear competent.
s lawton
Kirtlington,  
Oxfordshire
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JoHN rENToul

Question: What makes 
great art? Answer: No 
idea, but we know it 
when we see it. We 
knew it when we saw 

it at Tate Modern’s Matisse: The Cut-Outs 
earlier this year and we know it again at the 
National Gallery’s equally overwhelming 
Rembrandt: The Late Works. What the two 
exhibitions have in common, other than 
genius, is the old age of the artists. Forgive 
my preference, but age beats youth in most 
instances when it comes to art, which is 
why I was never much sold on the Young 
British Artists phenomenon. Maybe later, I 
thought. Maybe when they’ve lived a little 
and find themselves less interesting. You 
will tell me that the age of the eyes of the 
beholder has something to do with this. So 
be it. We that have lived so long know better 
how to look than those whose eyes have still 
to open. And better how to think as well. 
But I’m not looking for a fight. Fighting 
being the only thing the old don’t do as well 
as the young. That, and optimism.

There was another obstacle besides youth, 
self-engrossment and unmerited attention 
which the YBAs had to overcome: art itself. 
Art is always partly its own subject, but to 
the children of Duchamp and Warhol it was 
nothing else. Here’s one of the ways we 
know when we’re in the presence of great 
art: we stand before it like men and women, 
stripped of curatorial cant, without once 
needing to use words like commodification, 
discourse or appropriation. Great art shuts 
us the fuck up.

Scratching his head over the scene in 
Anna Karenina where Levin takes an 
eternity getting to his own wedding, the 
critic Matthew Arnold traps himself in an 
unnecessary distinction. “We are not to 
take Anna Karenin as a work of art: we are 
to take it as a piece of life... The author has 
not invented and combined it, he has seen 
it... what his novel in this way loses in art it 
gains in reality.”

Arnold’s field was poetry. In his essay 
on Anna Karenina, he seems to be reading 
a novel for the first time in his life. We to 
whom novels are meat and drink know 
it requires art to hide art. Reality and art 
are not opposites for us. Nonetheless, 
the reading experience Arnold describes 
we recognise. Tolstoy’s masterpiece 
does seize us in this way; we do lose 
ourselves in the illusion of its reality; no 
Duchampian imp of aesthetic self-regard 
interposes itself between the work and the 
impression of life.

And as with Tolstoy, so with Rembrandt. 
You take in Rembrandt as you take in the 
living, and though you don’t forget you 
are looking at paintings, you marvel at 
what the art does not stand in the way of. 
Rembrandt, like Tolstoy, catches life in the 
moment of its being experienced, not by 
exemplars or prodigies, not by heroes or 
villains – though incidentally they might be 
either – but by those to whom being alive is 
absorbing and perplexing, the thing above 
all else that they do.

I don’t recall anyone smiling in any of 
the Rembrandts currently on show at the 
National Gallery, nor anyone weeping. His 
subjects exist between grief and happiness, 

not posing for him, but not helpless 
victims of his scrutiny either. Neither out 
nor in, they are of overwhelming interest 
to him to the degree that they remain 
undiscovered countries even to themselves. 
We who are beguiled by our personalities 
and smile dazzlingly into our own camera 
lenses have evolved beyond the interest 
of a Rembrandt. We have betrayed the 
conundrum of our being.

What strikes us in the majority of 
Rembrandt’s late portraits is the nakedness 
of our encounter with the subjects; we take 
them much as we take people in the hour 
of our meeting them for the first time, 
before they become a disappointment to us 
on account of what they believe, who they 
look up to and what musicals they like. No 
one is insignificant in the existential space 
he occupies; it’s only when we get to know 
him and his opinions better that we wish we 
hadn’t got to know him at all.

Rembrandt is first and foremost a 
painter of the human mystery. The only 
portraits that could be said to fail in this 

exhibition are those of the Apostles. And 
they fail because the Apostles come to us 
pre-ennobled by their Christian beliefs. 
Otherwise, the subjects of his portraits 
have nothing to recommend them but 
themselves; they are ennobled only by the 
fact of their being human.

The outstanding work in this show is 
Bathsheba at Her Bath, a painting of such 
breathtakingly fleshly sumptuousness 
that one might say the person hasn’t 
lived who hasn’t seen it, and having 
seen it has no more living to do. But it 
is profoundly touching too – Bathsheba 
naked, lost between wondering and 
compunction, holding the proposal from 
King David which, if she acts on it, will 
make her an adulteress. If you want to see 
a conscience painted, then here it is. That 
her exquisiteness is what’s got her into 
this, and that her conscience is therefore 
close fellow to her beauty, is the painting’s 
subject. It is as though to paint the one is 
to paint the other. Bathsheba’s very skin is 
infused with introspection.

We are, of course, not a million miles 
from Anna Karenina herself here. In her, 
too, there is this conflation of loveliness, 
expectancy and remorse. Tolstoy set 
out to write a cautionary tale of sexual 
wrongdoing when he conceived Anna 
Karenina, but the novelist in him got the 
better of the moralist. There seems to be no 
such warring of impulses in Rembrandt’s 
painting. He is neither sensualist nor 
preacher. To be human is to tempt, be 
tempted, to long for and regret. In the 
end you could say that Bathsheba at Her 
Bath shows how burdensome it is to be 
human, how human it 
is to be burdened, and 
why the story of that 
humanness is the only 
story to be told.

Errors &
Omissions

Evidently, the future 
is not ours to see

Howard Jacobson

To understand 
the mysteries of  
being human,  
look no further 
than Rembrandt

We’re in the presence of great 
art when we don’t have to use 
words like commodification

µ A picture caption on Monday told us that 
research is “unlikely to produce a Harry 
Potter Invisibility Cloak in the forseeable 
future”. This is a shame, as was our spelling 
of “foreseeable”. The difference between 
fore-, meaning in front, and for-, meaning 
without, is one that often trips us up.

µ “Cut out the middle man and bring 
science straight to the masses” was the 
headline on our interview with Annette 
Thomas on Monday. She is the chief 
executive of Macmillan Science and 
Education, publisher of Nature, and 
advocates open access rather than the 
traditional system of peer review in science 
publishing. “Cut out the middle man” would 
have been sexist, and a cliché, if she had 
been a man. As she isn’t, it was also silly. 

µ “It’s very rare that the British 
Fashion Awards act as a form of public 
rehabilitation,” we reported on Tuesday. 
The sentence went on: “... or perhaps nods 
towards greatness to come.” That should 
have been “nod”, as we were still talking 
about the awards, plural. We didn’t need 
the “perhaps” (or the “very”): extra words 
that clutter the sentence, making it harder 
to follow and making mistakes more likely, 
making it harder to follow still. 

Worse, we omitted to say what John 
Galliano had done, from which he needed 
to be habilitated. I had a dim memory, 
but had to look it up. He was sacked by 
Dior after drunken racist rants, which his 
lawyer blamed on “work-related stress and 
multiple addictions”. Our readers should 
have been reminded. 

µ “Sardinia fights to stop $1m Bronze 
Age icon going under the hammer”: 
this headline on Wednesday was about 
a “4,500-year-old pagan idol”, as its first 
paragraph informed us. (It would be 
pagan – “of beliefs other than those of 
the main world religions” – if it were 
4,500 years old.) 

It was unclear whether we were using 
“icon” in the headline in its literal or its 
metaphorical sense. An “idol” is a figure of 
a god (a statuette of a mother goddess, as 
we could see from the picture). An “icon” 
is a devotional painting of a holy person, 
typically on wood and used ceremonially in 
Eastern churches. So the literal sense was 
wrong, and the metaphorical sense is not 
just on the Banned List, but in this case 
was simply confusing.

µ  We mixed metaphors in our report of 
Wednesday’s match between Arsenal and 
Southampton: “As the hour approached 
the stalemate asked something of both 
managers: to stick or twist.” 

A football game turned into chess and 
ended as pontoon in a single sentence. 
This is not bad in itself, but the stalemate 
is wrong. It does not mean deadlock: it is 
the end of the game, a draw that usually 
comes about by mistake, when the player in 
a strong position fails to allow the weaker 
player any legal moves. Nothing, therefore, 
follows a stalemate, except in journalese, in 
which it is often “broken”. 
Guy Keleny is away
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Voices

The boy next door 
who made it very big

Profile 
Ed Sheeran

The most popular act on Spotify is a red-haired 23-year-old from 
Hebden Bridge who looks more like a fan than a star. By joHN walsH

Teens 
think: now 
there’s a 
pop star 
I could 
have a 
drink with

1991. His grandparents, Bill and Anne, came 
from Ireland. When Bill was training in dentistry 
at Guy’s Hospital, he once boxed Charlie Kray, 
elder brother of Ronnie and Reggie, to a stand-
still. Ed’s father John, one of eight children, was 
an art curator, Ed’s mother Imogen a jewellery 
designer.Ed grew up in Framlingham, Suffolk, 
with one brother, now a classical composer, and 
showed a Mozart-like precocity in music. He 
sang in the Catholic church choir at four, started 
guitar around the same age, and wrote songs in 
high school. He listened avidly to Van Morrison 
(whose younger self he strongly resembles) and 
went to his first concert at 11. He recorded his 
first songs at 14, dropped out of school at 16 and 
headed for London. There, he became a guitar 
technician for a two-piece folk band called 
Nizlopi, and in due course opened their gigs 
with his songs. There followed a year of restless, 
night-by-night concerts – 312 of them in 2009 
– and cautious recordings of songs on the 
“extended play” format. 

His breakthrough year was 2010. He flew to 
LA to seek his fortune and played open-mic 
nights across the city. In Jamie Foxx’s club, he 
was spotted by the owner, who offered him a 
bed and the use of his recording studio. Rather 
than seek a record company, Sheeran backed 
into the limelight, appearing on YouTube, 
bringing out more EPs, holding a free concert 
at the Barfly in Camden Town, to which 1,000 
people turned up.

On Jools Holland’s BBC2 show, Later, he 
debuted a tender rap song called “The A Team” 
about a junkie hooker. Released as a download, 

it sold 58,000 copies in a week 
and became the year’s top 
debut single (and the eighth-
best overall.) At the Brits in 
2012, Sheeran won both the 
Best British Solo Male Artist 
and British Breakthrough Act 
of the year. At the Ivor Novello 
awards,  “The A Team” 
eclipsed Adele’s “Rolling in 
the Deep” and “Shake It Out” 
by Florence and the Machine 
to win “Best Song Lyrically 
and Musically”. 

Sheeran was unstoppable. 
That summer he didn’t just 

close the Olympics, he also sang at the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee celebrations. Meanwhile, his 
first album + (as in “plus”) was released to mixed 
critical reviews but hit the top of the charts any-
way. By March 2012, it had sold a million copies 
and charted in Australia, New Zealand, Ireland, 
Netherlands, Belgium and Switzerland. 

After his year in the US with Swift, he 
returned to England to release his second 
album. The first single, “Sing!”, was a hit, and 
was taken up by Marks & Spencer for a televi-
sion commercial. In October, the video of a 
second song, “Thinking Out Loud”, featured 
a slimmed-down, waistcoated Sheeran dancing 
a very creditable (and sexy) pas de deux with 
Brittany Cherry from the American So You 
Think You Can Dance talent show.

It represents a sea change in Sheeran’s style. 
He lost 35lb for the dance video, mainly by 
 giving up beer. He’s given away most of his 
hoodies to charity, and now favours three-piece 
suits. After playing a field of female admirers, 
he’s had a steady girlfriend, Athina Andrelos, 
for nine months. And he’s bought a farm in his 
childhood town of Framlingham, waiting to be 
renovated as a family home. 

After a hectic career as everyone’s pal, he’s 
behaving like a proper grown-up – but one 
who’s still scheduled to play three concerts, at 
Wembley Stadium next July, solo, to a quarter 
of a million of his closest friends.

At the closing ceremony of the Olympic Games 
in London 2012, the climactic song was Pink 
Floyd’s elegiac “Wish You Were Here”.  Around 
the stadium, images of flying birds were super-
imposed by digital trickery on the multitudinous 
throng. The sound was massive. On stage, Pink 
Floyd’s Nick Mason played drums and Mike 
Rutherford from Genesis played guitar, wearing 
a cool black suit, white shirt and rock-star shades. 
Only the singer seemed to have missed the 
memo that this was a pretty grand event.

He wore a pink hoodie, trainers and jeans, 
and looked like he’d just got off a No 37 bus after 
a day’s busking on Clapham Common. Moon-
faced, unshaven, pale and ginger-haired, play-
ing a half-size guitar, he was nobody’s idea of a 
rock hero. He was too ordinary, too inconse-
quential, too much your bouncy kid brother. 

Millions of the global audience must have 
gazed at Ed Sheeran and thought: is this the 
best that British music has to offer? This guy? 
But even the doubters may have noted the 
ambition that shone in his bright eyes, the con-
fidence he radiated in this terrifying arena, and 
the husky beauty of his voice. They probably 
wondered how far he’d go.

He was 21 then. Now he’s 23, and they have 
their answer. He’s the most listened-to act in 
the world, according to Spotify – his 860 million 
downloads politely shouldering Eminem and 
Coldplay into second and third place. He’s the 
biggest-selling pop artist in the UK this year. 
This week his second album X (it’s supposed to 
mean “multiply” rather than “X-rated”) hit a 
million sales and has just been nominated for a 
Grammy. He has three singles in the top 40. 
And he’s just announced that, as part of his tour 
next year, he’s going to play three nights at 
Wembley Stadium. By himself. 

Sheeran’s image, his fans will tell you, is that 
he has no image, that he’s just a nice guy, a musi-
cian first and everything else way behind. And 
he certainly plays up his ordinariness. On Tues-
day afternoon, he tweeted his 11.3 million fol-
lowers: “Doing the Victoria secrets [sic] fashion 
show tonight and I’m eating a Greggs sausage 
roll in the dressing room.” After he sang on the 
catwalk, the tabloids gleefully recorded his rep-
ertoire of goofy grins, as a procession of statu-
esque models in jewel-studded Fantasy bras 
strode past him. But outside, speaking to jour-
nalists, he displayed an intelligent wit. Asked if 
he thought he was a sex symbol, he said: “I don’t 
think a man can be sexy. I think a man can be 
gruff, or waxed – and I’m neither.”

His philosophy is simple: “People say, ‘This 
is my favourite song. You should write another 
song like that.’ At the end of the day, fuck them. 
Be selfish. Why bother to please everyone? 
Please yourself. The rest will follow.” But he’s 
built a career on inclusivity. His music is a 
hybrid of acoustic folk, hip-hop beat and rapper-

style lyrics, though his words are chatty and 
confessional rather than combative and sexist. 
His look, his clothes, his Little Taylor guitar, 
his one-man-band-ism all express a romantic 
troubadour individualism that’s aching to con-
nect with others. He accretes people like a mag-
net: fans, girlfriends, peer pop stars, glamorous 
producers like Pharrell Williams, dangerous 
rappers like The Game (with whom he used to 
smoke weed, before, of course, giving up.) 

The key to his appeal is friendship. His most 
high-profile pal is Taylor Swift, the world-
 conquering pop/country singer with whom he 

spent half of 2013 on her US tour. Though the 
chemistry between them is plain, Sheeran has 
always said they weren’t lovers, just mutually 
admiring friends. It’s so romantic. He’s friends 
with Harry Styles of One Direction (an ex of 
Swift’s) for whom Ed has written songs. But 
away from the boy-band circuit, he’s accepted 
by the hip-hop fraternity. And lonely teens from 
Wales to Wyoming look at Sheeran and think: 
now there’s a pop star who I could go for a drink 
with without hating him. 

Edward Christopher Sheeran was born in 
Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, in February 

Born: 17 February 1991, Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire.
Family: His father, john, is an art curator; his mother, 
Imogen, a jewellery designer.
Education: Thomas Mills school, Framlingham, suffolk. 
Career: In 2010, ‘The a Team’ was the top-selling debut 
single. a year later, his debut album, +, was a million-
seller within months. In 2012, he sang at the olympics 
closing ceremony. In june 2014 he released his second 
album, X, which yesterday was nominated for a Grammy 

A L I F E  I N 
B R I E F

IllUsTRaTIoN BY laUREN CRow
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Russell Brand threatens 
to sue The Sun for 
libel because the 
newspaper describes 
him as a “hypocrite” 

for living in a flat owned by a landlord 
based in a tax haven. The Sun seems to 
be saying that because Russell can afford 
to rent somewhere plush in a trendy part 
of London, he isn’t fit to make comments 
about the lack of affordable homes for 
working people. 

Brand grew up in a single-bedroom home 
in Essex, so you could argue he is a great 
example of social mobility. Housing is the 
biggest problem facing this government, and 
George Osborne’s Autumn Statement didn’t 
really tackle the lack of accommodation for 
people on low incomes effectively. 

Granted, changing the way stamp duty 
is calculated is a neat way of heading off 
Labour’s controversial “mansion tax” – and 
by lowering the duty on homes sold for 
less than a million, Osborne will help many 
buyers. But the people who most need 
his help can’t get on the housing ladder at 
all and stamp duty isn’t on their agenda. 
There’s virtually no rented accommodation 
available they can afford, end of story. 

As for talk of new “garden cities” at 
Ebbsfleet and Bicester – for the most part 
these will be homes for middle-class people, 
with only a small proportion of affordable or 
rented homes. In the middle of our cities we 
need offices and warehouses repurposed, 
plus brownfield sites utilised to create 
thousands of basic rented flats for essential 
workers and single people. Instead, luxury 
flats are prioritised. 

In Clerkenwell, the huge Mount Pleasant 
sorting office site is to become luxury 
housing with only a very small amount 
of provision for low-income locals, after 
Boris Johnson intervened to overrule the 
planners. Shocking. 

Russell Brand is inarticulate, unfocused 
and annoying, but politicians must realise 
that dozens of our comedians fill 10,000-
seat arenas night after night, with audiences 
happy to pay £50 a ticket out of their hard-
earned wages. If only our political leaders 
could tap into this ability to connect with 
the electorate. And so, when Russell Brand 
speaks, thousands of people listen, no 
matter how much gobbledegook he might 
spout. He has charisma by the bucket load. 

It’s interesting that we love celebrities 
fronting charity campaigns, but we feel 
uncomfortable if they dare to express an 
opinion about the sensitive issue of housing. 
Recently, Griff Rhys Jones had the temerity 
to attack the mansion tax, and was told to 
bog off and move abroad by Bonnie Greer, 
among others. She later apologised but that 
doesn’t detract from her rude behaviour.

No matter where you live, and what 
you earn, if you have any conscience you 
must allow that our cities have to contain 
both rich and poor. We can’t airbrush out 
the working class and the young because 
they have nowhere to live. In all our major 
cities, low-cost housing should take priority 
over everything else. It should be taken 
out of party politics. I’m sorry to say it, 
but I’d rather Manchester had 10,000 new 
homes than yet another theatre. 

Janet Street-Porter

Russell Brand is a 
great advertisement 
for social mobility –  
and has every right 
to fight for those 
stuck at the bottom 

One act you won’t miss now 
Madame Jojo’s is no more
 
Sad news that another part of Soho’s history 
is to vanish. Madame Jojo’s, a cabaret club 
where acts ranging from the Sex Pistols to 
Adele have performed over the years, has 
had its licence revoked by Westminster 
Council and is likely to be demolished. 

Whatever replaces the rundown but 
atmospheric Madame Jojo’s will have none 
of its charisma and is bound to include 
luxury flats and probably yet another 
expensive restaurant. 

Soho is my second home, part of my 
DNA. From the age of 14, I spent at least 
two nights a week hanging out at clubs like 
the Flamingo, the Marquee, the Scene and 
the 100 Club, eating in cheap dives like 
Jimmy’s with its surly waiters and huge 
portions of moussaka.

Madame Jojo’s was one of the last places 
where cabaret performers and musicians 
would play to a small audience and it 
should be preserved as part of our national 
heritage, not torn down. Elton John and 
David Furnish chose it for their stag party 
before their civil partnership, with live 
performances from Gary Barlow and Bryan 
Adams, but I’m afraid my lacklustre duet 
with Paul O’Grady was one of the most 
embarrassing moments of my life.

It wouldn’t be a late supper 
if we ate it at 7pm, would it?
Two very annoying things happened last 
week. Every day a fresh “diet” appeared in 
a daily newspaper, and the Queen of Smug, 
Kirstie Allsopp, gave us her tips on Twitter 
on how to have the perfect Christmas, with 
her “Advent Advice Calendar”. Once, the 

summer holidays were preceded by a rash 
of diets designed to get our bodies “beach-
ready”, and then January was a month of 
self-denial. Now we are being encouraged to 
slim down ready for our party frocks before 
we start seasonal feasting. 

At 9pm last night, I had made a tasty 
supper of sliced sprouts, slivers of beetroot 
and carrots, stir fried with hot sauce and 
prawns, added to a nice big bowl of pasta. 
Divine. As I consumed my supper, I read 
that the best way to lose weight is to leave a 
12-hour gap between dinner and breakfast. 
Researchers in the US say that eating late at 
night piles on the pounds. 

It’s a good job I don’t do guilt.

My despair at Radio 3’s 
fixation with celebrity
The BBC Trust wants to know what we 
think of Radio 4 and Radio 5 Live, as part 
of an ongoing review into their services. A 
good idea – it’s important to get feedback 
from users. But asking us to contribute via 
Twitter is frankly insulting. How can you 
make a meaningful contribution via a tweet?

There’s the option of logging on to the 
BBC website, but what happened to the old 
form of communication – writing a letter? 
Especially as the bulk of the audience for 
Radio 4 is elderly. The corporation should 
have sent out prepaid reply envelopes with 
our annual licences if they really want to 
hear what we think.

I’m in despair about Radio 3 – the amount 
of mindless chat every morning in the form 
of a “celebrity” interview is extraordinary. 
Cerys Matthews is a talented BBC Radio 
6 Music broadcaster and musician, but did 
we need her classical music choices for five 
consecutive days recently?

As for The Archers, the current storyline 
makes Casualty or EastEnders seem tame. 
Tom has returned from Canada, with a 
totally different voice. Danny Cohen, the 
director of television, used a press launch 
of the BBC’s Christmas programmes to ask: 
“Perhaps this is a time for a little less of the 
critical friend and a bit more of the friend… 
it would be crazy to undermine what 
we have.” I’m only making constructive 
suggestions, Danny.

Witness this wonderful  
spin-off from ‘The Sopranos’
I’ve come late to Lilyhammer, the black 
comedy starring Steven Van Zandt from 
The Sopranos as a former mobster who signs 
up to a witness protection plan. He ends up 
with a new identity in the Norwegian winter 
Olympics town of Lillehammer, where he 
communicates in a kind of pidgin mixture of 
the two languages. Soon he’s running a club 
and up to his old tricks. 

It’s reminiscent of Fargo, with a dash 
of Twin Peaks, and the show’s cast is an 
engaging band of oddballs. Series one aired 
on BBC Four, but the next two series are 
available on Netflix. Wonderful.
Twitter: @The_Real_JSP

Swansong: the closure of Soho’s madame 
Jojo’s is another loss to my second home rEx
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Ian McLagan was a member of two of the UK’s 
most influential rock bands, the Small Faces, 
the Mod outfit fronted by Steve Marriott who 
cast a long shadow over punk, power pop and 
Britpop, and the Faces, the good time group 
par excellence who provided the springboard 
for the solo career of Rod Stewart.

He was equally proficient on the Hammond 
B3 organ and the Wurlitzer electric piano, 
instruments that helped define the soulful, 
heady, cockney-accented psychedelia of the 
Small Faces ’60s hits “Here Comes The Nice”, 
“Itchycoo Park” and “Lazy Sunday”, and then 
drove the Faces’ booze-fuelled 1970s anthems 
“Had Me A Real Good Time”, “Stay With Me” 
and “Cindy Incidentally”, which he co-wrote. 
He went on to enjoy a lengthy and successful 
career as one of rock’s top sidemen, particularly 
after he moved to the US in the late 1970s. 

Known as “Mac”, he played with the Rich 
Kids, the Rolling Stones, Bob Dylan, Bonnie 
Raitt, Jackson Browne, the Georgia Satellites, 
Bruce Springsteen, Miracle Legion, Melissa 
Etheridge, Taj Mahal. Lucinda Williams and his 
erstwhile Faces bandmate, the Stones guitarist 
Ronnie Wood. He worked with several Brits in 
thrall to the music of his former bands, not to 
mention adoptees of his feather-cut hairstyle, 
including Paul Weller and Robyn Hitchcock.

He was a mainstay of Billy Bragg & the Blokes, 
co-writing much of the 2002 album, England, 
Half English, and contributed to two of 2014’s 
acclaimed releases, Down Where The Spirit 
Meets The Bone by Lucinda Williams and the 
eponymous album by the Empty Hearts, the 
garage group featuring Blondie drummer Clem 
Burke and the Cars guitarist Elliot Easton. 

An affecting vocalist and versatile song-
writer, he made several solo albums – United 
States was the latest – and led his Bump Band, 
a popular attraction in the Austin area, where 
he lived with his wife Kim. “My muse”, as he 
called the British model who had been married 
to Keith Moon, died in a car crash in 2006.

Born in 1945 in Hounslow, he first played 
guitar, and enjoyed listening to the accordion 
of his Irish maternal grandmother when he vis-
ited there. He was badgered into taking piano 
lessons by his mother, while his father later put 
down the hire purchase on his first electric key-
board, the Hohner Cembalet.

Seduced like so many Brits by “Rock Around 
The Clock”, he played tea chest bass and gui-
tar in skiffle groups. With the Muleskinners, 
formed as he studied graphic design at Twick-
enham Art College, he became a regular at Mid-
dlesex haunts like Eel Pie Island and the Craw-
daddy Club, where he first saw Rod Stewart, 
with Cyril Davies’ All Stars, and the Stones.

The Muleskinners backed visiting blues leg-
ends like Sonny Boy Williamson and Howlin’ 
Wolf, whose “Back Door Man” they covered 
on a Fontana 45 in 1965. That year he joined 
the Boz People, who supported the Byrds on 
their maiden UK tour, and recorded four sin-
gles without making much headway. 

The Small Faces, fresh from their debut Top 
20 hit “Whatcha Gonna Do About It”, the first of 
two singles featuring organist Jimmy Winston, 
were seeking a replacement when bassist Ron-
nie Lane came across a rave review about Mac 
in Beat Instrumental magazine. On 1 Novem-
ber 1965 their nefarious manager Don Arden 
invited Mac to a rehearsal that went so well he 
instantly joined Marriott, Lane and drummer 
Kenney Jones. He was paid £30 a a week, sub-
sequently reduced to £20, like his bandmates, 
and saw little reward as Arden tightened his 
grip and fought off rival managers.

Mac’s sterling, sensitive contribution to the 
group’s run of ’60s hits, starting with “Sha-La-
La-La-Lee” and including “All Or Nothing”, 

Ian McLagan

Keyboard player with the 
Small Faces and the Faces, 
two of the most influential 
bands in British pop music

“My Mind’s Eye”, “Tin Soldier” and “Afterglow 
Of Your Love” was rightly praised for its ability 
to colour the material by Marriott and Lane.

He grew in confidence and sang lead on his 
own “Long Agos And Worlds Apart” on Ogdens’ 
Nut Gone Flake, the group’s 1968 chart-topping 
conceptual triumph, packaged in a replica of 
a tobacco tin – designed by two former Mule-
skinners Nick Tweddell and Pete Brown – and 
featuring the comedian Stanley Unwin, whose 
gobbledegook narration had the musicians 
roaring around the studio with laughter.

Over the last four and a half decades, the 
much-rereleased Ogden’s has become a touch-
stone of British psychedelia, inspiring songs by 
Damon Albarn and Noel Gallagher, while early 
Small Faces singles bolstered the repertoire 
of proto-punk and punk groups like the Ham-
mersmith Gorillas and the Sex Pistols. 

At the end of 1968 Marriott quit to form 
Humble Pie, leaving Mac, Jones and Lane to 
team up with Stewart and Wood, then in the Jeff 
Beck Group, as well as Wood’s older brother 
Art and Kim Gardner, under the name Quiet 
Melon. This proved shortlived but the Mac-
Jones-Lane-Stewart-Wood quintet, named the 
Faces, turned out to be a lot more potent, even 
if all five principals spent more time in the pub 
than at rehearsals or in the studio.

In 1969, Stewart had already issued An Old 
Raincoat Will Never Let You Down, the first 
of five solo albums featuring Mac, while the 
bar-room antics and no-nonsense rockers of 
the Faces provided the perfect alternative to 
the excesses of progressive rock. Yet they only 
fitfully captured their magic in the studio, as 
on their inspired covers of Paul McCartney’s 
“Maybe I’m Amazed” and the Motown stand-
ard “(I Know) I’m Losing You”, and mellower 
material such as “Debris” from 1971’s A Nod Is 
As Good As a Wink... to a Blind Horse and the 
title track of their 1973 album Ooh La La.

The Faces split in 1975 and Mac, Jones and 
Marriott embarked on an ill-advised Small 
Faces relaunch before Mac joined Wood and 
the Stones in Paris to play piano on their disco 
smash “Miss You” and organ on their cover of 
“Just My Imagination (Running Away With 
Me)”, both on Some Girls, their 1978 album. 
He played on their 1978 and 1981 US tours: 
“Years after seeing them for the first time at the 
Station Hotel, Richmond, here I was, playing 
with my favourite band.”

He published an autobiography, All The Rage: 
A Riotous Romp Through Rock & Roll History 
(1998 and 2013), full of his mischievous sense 
of humour. In 2012 he was inducted with the 
Faces and Small Faces into the Rock And Roll 
Hall of Fame. He died after a stroke on the eve 
of a tour with Nick Lowe. µ PIerre PerrONe 

Ian Patrick McLagan, musician: born Houns-
low, Middlesex 12 May 1945; married 1968 
Sandy Sarjeant (marriage dissolved), 1978 
Kim Kerrigan (died 2006; one stepdaughter); 
died Austin, Texas 3 December 2014.

The Small 
Faces in 
1966: left 
to right, 
McLagan, 
Steve 
Marriott, 
Ronnie 
Laine and 
Kenney 
Jones 
HulToN/
gETTy

He was paid £30 a week 
with the Small Faces, which 
was reduced to £20 by their 
nefarious manager Don Arden

Musician. born: 1945

Hector Badillo

Politician who became the 
first Puerto Rican-born US 
congressman and ran for 
mayor of New York City

Campaigner. born: 1929

Herman Badillo was a New York City politician 
who became the first person born in Puerto 
Rico to become a US congressman. Puerto 
Rico has been a US territory for 115 years, and 
its people have been American citizens since 
1917. However, people on the island are barred 
from voting in US presidential elections and 
have no representation in the Senate and only 
limited representation in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

In Congress, Badillo concentrated on the 
problems of inner cities and urged federal help 
for poor members of minority groups. He also 
championed the rights of Puerto Ricans, noting 
in 1971 that they were subject to the military 
draft but couldn’t get many federal social ben-
efits. He served in the House of Representa-
tives from 1971 to 1977, when he resigned to 
become a deputy mayor during Ed Koch’s first 
mayoral term. In 2001 he waged a bitter primary 
election campaign against Michael Bloomberg 
for the Republican mayoral nomination. Like 
Bloomberg, he was by then a former Democrat; 
it was one of several failed runs to become New 
York City mayor. 

He was born in 1929, in Caguas, Puerto 
Rico. His parents died in a 1934 tuberculosis 
epidemic and he went to New York with an aunt 
in 1941. He attended public schools, City Col-
lege of New York and earned a law degree at 
Brooklyn Law School. He started work as a city 
official in 1962 and his first elected position was 
Bronx borough president from 1965 to 1969. 

“He was the first major Latino to be elected,” 
said his long-standing friend, the political con-
sultant George Arzt. “He was a true pioneer of 
the city.” µ GeOrGe m WaLSH aNd mIcHaeL HILL   

 
Herman Badillo, politician: born Caguas, 
Puerto Rico 21 August 1929; twice married 
(one son); died 3 December 2014. 

Badillo in 
New York in 
2001 during 
his bitter 
battle with 
Michael 
Bloomberg 
for the 
Republican 
mayoral 
nomination 
AP
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Mary Glen Haig, who has died at the age of 96, 
was a leading light in the world of British fenc-
ing. She took part in four Olympic Games from 
1948 to 1960 and went on to become Britain’s 
first female member of the International Olym-
pic Committee. Her working life was dedicated 
to dual careers as an administrator in the NHS 
and in her sport. 

She was born in Islington in north London 
in 1918, four months before the end of the First 
World War. Her father, Captain William James, 
had competed in fencing at the 1908 London 
Olympics. “My father spoke a great deal about 
the 1908 games,” she recalled. “He was very 
proud to have taken part.” When he was asked 
by her school, Regent Street Polytechnic, to 
set up a fencing team, she became one of the 
founder members, at the age 14. Immersed in 
the sport from an early age, she remembered 
with fondness her father’s encouragement. “He 
even turned our billiard room into somewhere 
I could practice, which was not welcomed by 
the rest of the family, I can assure you!”

Fencing was at the time an unusual choice 
of sport for women. When asked about those 
who opposed women’s involvement, she later 
commented, “I think there were a lot of peo-

ple like that, but it never bothered me, not at 
all. Fencing is an interesting game. I enjoyed 
it very much. It’s a game of outwitting your 
opponent.” Her first major victory was at the 
Women’s National Foil Championship in 1948, 
for which she trained while also running King’s 
College Hospital as its Governor. 

Glen Haig’s first Olympic appearance 
was in London in 1948; with a budget of just 
£750,000 it became known as “the austerity 
games”. Without the luxury of an Olympic 
village, visiting athletes were put up on camp 
beds in former army barracks and schools, and 
with food rationing still in force many teams 
brought their own food. Glen Haig loved to 
tell the story of a dinner one evening: “In the 
house next door the French girls were eating 
beefsteak and chips. The smell was too much 
for us, so we slipped in to their dining room and 
joined the queue.”

Two years later, in Auckland at the British 
Empire Games, forerunner of the Common-
wealth Games, she won gold in the women’s 
foil. She repeated that success in Vancouver in 
1954 and followed up with a bronze at Cardiff 
in 1958.

In 1976 she played an important role in expos-

ing the infamous cheating by Boris Onischenko 
at that summer’s Olympics in Montreal. The 
Soviet pentathlete had used a modified épée to 
trick the electronic scoring system into signal-
ling a hit on his opponent even when he had 
not made contact. Glen Haig, who was watch-
ing from the audience, intervened and insisted 
that his equipment be inspected, revealing the 
electrical modifications that had been made. 
Onischenko was disqualified and the British 
team went on to win gold in the event.

Outside the world of sport, as an NHS man-
ager, Glen Haig rose to the position of assistant 
district administrator of South Hammersmith 
Health District from 1974 until her retirement 
in 1982. When, the same year, the then IOC 
President, Juan Antonio Samaranch, sought a 
new member for the IOC committee, she was 
an obvious choice.

She brought expertise in her sport and fur-
ther balance to the committee, which at the 
time had only two other women members, 
who had been elected the previous year. She 
remained with the IOC for the next 12 years, 
steadfastly refusing to accept any of the lavish 
gifts which were being bestowed upon IOC 
members in order to influence their choice of 
Games hosts.

She remained an honorary member of the 
IOC, as well as holding an array of other leader-
ship and committee roles in sports organisa-
tions: she was President of the Amateur Fencing 
Association from 1973 until 1986, President of 
the British Sports Association for the Disabled 
(1981-1991) and Chairman of the British Olym-
pic Association Medical Trust (1989-1993).

Professor Philip Bruce of the British Acad-
emy of Fencing, of which she was an honorary 
member, remembered her: “Mary was one 
of the most forthright and intimidating peo-
ple I have ever met and she didn’t suffer fools 
lightly,” he said, “and yet she had fencing in her 
blood. During the mid-’70s I organised a fenc-
ing conference in the north-west and invited 
Mary [then AFA President] to be our guest of 
honour. Not only did she accept, she insisted 
on paying all her own expenses.”

She was appointed an MBE in the 1971 
Queen’s Birthday Honours, subsequently pro-
moted to Commander in the 1977 New Year 
Honours and Dame Commander in the 1993 
New Year Honours.

The IOC President Thomas Bach said in 
tribute: “Dame Mary Alison Glen Haig lived a 
life full of passion for sport and was a pioneer in 
many respects. Her skills on the sports field, as 
well as in the medical field, combined with her 
warm personality, made her unique. She was a 
true inspiration.” µ marcuS WILLIamSON

Mary Alison James, fencer, International 
Olympic Committee member and health serv-
ice administrator; born London 12 July 1918; 
MBE 1971, CBE 1977, DBE 1993; married 
1943 Andrew Glen Haig (marriage dissolved; 
deceased); died 15 November 2014.

TODAY: Janet Anderson, a 
former Opposition Whip, 65; 
Nicolas Barker, editor, book 
collector, 82; Dame Anne 
Begg MP, 59; Peter Buck, 
guitarist, 58; Rick Buckler, 
drummer, 59; Noel Clarke, 
actor, writer and director, 39; 
Andrew Flintoff, former 
england cricket captain, 37; 
Stephen Hepburn MP, 
55; Geoff Hoon, former 
government minister, 61; 
Tom Hulce, actor, 61; 
Tessa Kennedy, interior 
designer, 76; Baroness 
Liddell, former High 
commissioner to australia, 
64; Sir Martin Moore-Bick, 
a Lord Justice of appeal, 
68; Nick Park, animator, 
56; Heather Rabbatts, 
business executive, 59; Mark 
Reckless MP, 44; Sir 
Richard Shepherd MP, 72; 
Alain Tanner, film director, 
85; Ben Watt, musician, 52; 
Susie Wolff, racing driver, 
32.

TOMORROW: Nicole 
Appleton, singer, 40; Sir 
Fred Atkinson, economist, 
95; Ellen Burstyn, actress, 
82; Stan Boardman, 
comedian, 74; Professor 
Noam Chomsky, linguist 
and writer, 86; Jeffrey 
Donaldson MP, 52; Anne 
Fine, writer, 67; Colin 
Hendry, former Scotland 
footballer, 49; Sir Peter 
Housden, Permanent 
Secretary, Scottish 
Government, 64; Professor 
Ruth Lynden-Bell, Professor 
emeritus of condensed 
matter Simulation, Queen’s 
university, belfast, 77; 
Hermann Maier, Olympic 
skiing champion, 42; Anna 
Soubry MP, minister of 
State, ministry of defence, 
58; John Terry, former 
england football captain, 
34; Valerie Vaz MP, 60; 
Tom Waits, musician, 65; 
Thomas Winsor, Hm chief 
Inspector of constabulary, 57.

BIRTHDAYS

Fencer and health administrator who competed at four 
Olympic Games and went on to be a member of the IOC 

Birthdays

Glen Haig 
in 1948, 
when she 
took part 
in the 
‘austerity 
Olympics’  
in London

Tom Waits, singer, 65 
tomorrow CREDIT

Sportswoman. born: 1918

Her father, 
Captain 
James, had 
fenced for 
Britain at 
the 1908 
London 
Olympics

Dame Mary Glen Haig
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Cloudy and damp
It will turn cloudy through the day with
the risk of rain later.

Dry andfine
Drywith sunny spells, but turning
cloudier towards the evening.

Sunny spells
A dry day with lengthy spells of wintry
sunshine. Feeling cold.

Dry and bright
A dry day with plenty of sunny spells
and just a little cloud.

Sunny spells
Drywith sunny spells and variable
amounts of cloud around.

Blue skies
Dry and bright with plenty of sunshine,
but feeling quite cold.

Chilly and sunny
A dry day with a good deal of blue sky.
Feeling chilly.

Staying dry with plenty of blue skies
and little or no cloud.

A sunny day

Sunny spells
A dry day with spells of sunshine and
just a little cloud.

Dry with sunny spells, but turning
cloudier towards the evening.

Bright spells

Rain later
It will turn cloudier and breezier with
rain moving in later.

Breezy across northern parts of the UKwith rain spreading
south-eastwards through Scotland, Northern Ireland and
the north-west of England later. After a cold start, the rest of
the UKwill be dry with sunny spells.

St Marys
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Around theworld

Alicante s 16 61
Amsterdam m 5 41
Athens f 19 66
Bangkok c 30 86
Barbados dr 29 84
Barcelona s 12 54
Berlin r 2 36
Bucharest dr 0 32
Buenos Aires s 30 86
Cairo f 25 77
Cape Town s 24 75
Copenhagen dr 4 39
Corfu r 16 61
Dubai s 28 82
Hong Kong f 15 59
Istanbul m 10 50
Johannesburg s 29 84
Los Angeles c 18 64

Majorca f 16 61
Melbourne f 19 66
Miami sh 27 81
Moscow c 0 32
NewYork f 7 45
Nice s 16 61
Paris s 4 39
Reykjavik s -2 28
Rome th 14 57
Seychelles sh 31 88
Singapore f 30 86
Sydney th 29 84
Tenerife s 21 70
Tokyo s 13 55
Vancouver c 4 39
Venice c 10 50
Warsaw m -2 28
Wellington c 13 55

City °C °F City °C °F

High tides
Avonmouth 6.45 13.0 7.09 13.1
Cork 3.52 4.4 4.15 4.4
Dover 10.31 6.7 10.57 6.7
Greenock – – 12.00 3.6
Harwich 11.17 4.1 11.41 4.1
Holyhead 9.55 5.7 10.15 5.6

Hull (Albert Dk) 5.44 7.3 6.10 7.3
Liverpool 10.48 9.4 11.10 9.4
London 1.12 6.9 1.30 7.0
Milford Haven 5.44 7.0 6.06 7.0
Portsmouth 10.48 4.8 11.12 4.7
Pwllheli 7.39 5.1 7.59 5.1
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Suppliers are long used  
to being beaten up by  
big manufacturers and 
supermarkets

Chris Blackhurst on the 
‘pay to stay’ threats P.47
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* figures at 5pm

What cap?
The Chancellor’s cap on business rates will 
have a negligible effect, say analysts

46

New-look banking
Atom is the latest in a string of new banks, 
but can it tempt customers to switch?

48

James Ashton
The fire sale of government buildings is a 
boon for the Treasury – and developers

49

Andrew Dewson
How does Uber’s desire to be more 
‘humble’ fit in with its business model?

50

FTSE100    6742.84 
+0.95%     [+63.47]

FTSE250   16002.88
 +1.03%    [+ 162.37]

DoW JoNES   17975.78
+0.42%      [+75.98]

NikkEi  17920.45
+0.19%     [+33.24]

FTSE Eurofirst 300 1404.87 
+1.75%      [+24.1]

FTSE ALL-SHARE  3607.25
+0.95%    [+33.78]

DoLLAR/PouND   $1.5596
     [-0.81c]

EuRo/PouND   €1.2681
     [+0.13c]

DoLLAR/EuRo   $1.2299
     [-0.76c]

goLD   $1194
     [-15]

oiL   $68.99
   [-0.65]

Key fixer at Michael Howard oil 
firm ‘investigated over Libya deal’

jIm armITagE
deputy buSineSS editor

A key director at the controversial oil company 
chaired by the former Conservative party 
leader Lord Howard is being investigated for 
corruption, reports claimed yesterday.

The Wall Street Journal yesterday claimed 
that Mohamad Ali Ajami, a director of the Lon-
don-based Soma Oil & Gas, is being investi-
gated by the US Securities and Exchange Com-
mission and the Justice Department. 

The newspaper said the authorities were 
examining whether Mr Ajami made payments 
constituting bribes to persuade the Gaddafi-era 
Libyan Investment Authority to invest $300m 
(£190m) of the country’s oil money with the 
hedge fund Och-Ziff. 

The inquiry is only in its early stages and it 
should be stressed that the investigators have 
not concluded there has been any wrongdoing 
by Mr Ajami. The probe is unconnected with 
his later role at Soma.

Soma has already been the subject of  
questions from some non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) over its winning of the 
rights to run seismic tests in the recently war-
torn Somalia.

Mr Ajami is a director and major shareholder 
in Soma. He successfully persuaded a Russian 
billionaire to invest $50m in the company early 
this year to fund its seismic tests.

In return for this introduction and other 
services, Soma paid Mr Ajami’s vehicle, 
AfroEast, 1.5 million shares worth potentially 
$1.5m. The Russian tycoon Alexander 
Dzhaparidze also paid him, with 12.5 million 
Soma warrants, worth $12.5m.

In the Libyan deal under investigation, Mr 
Ajami, who did not respond to requests for 
comment, is alleged to have given some of 
the fee he received from Och-Ziff to another 
intermediary close to Gaddafi’s son, Saif, and 
Mustafa Zarti, then number two at the Libyan 
Investment Authority.   

Och-Ziff has stressed it was not aware that any 
money was paid to anyone other than Mr Ajami’s 
firm, The Wall Street Journal reported.

Och-Ziff’s London arm was led at the time 
by the multimillionaire Michael Cohen. It was 
his division that is thought to have arranged 
the hedge fund’s African investments, which 
also included an Ajami -led property company 
operating in Libya. 

The Independent has previously reported 
how this company, called Magna, fared badly 

and lost money for its investors, who included 
the Conservative businessman Wafic Said. One 
Magna director was the Conservative peer and 
Lady Thatcher’s adviser, Lord Powell. Mr Aja-
mi’s nephew, who was working on the projects, 
was subsequently found guilty of corruption 
and sentenced to eight years in prison, The Wall 
Street Journal  said.

Sources close to Lord Powell yesterday said 
that he and Lord Howard had never discussed 
Mr Ajami, despite being in regular contact with 
each other. Lord Powell was unaware that the 
middleman was working with Lord Howard.

A Soma spokesman said: “Soma undertook 
the standard due diligence at the time he 
[Ajami] joined the board and found nothing of 
concern.”

Mr Ajami joined Soma in December 2013.
Accounts for the company show that Soma 

is committed to issuing him with a further  
10 million shares in the group in return for a 

Middle man probed in US 
in connection with alleged 
bribes paid in a previous job 
to invest energy proceeds

authorities in Somalia, ravaged by war, were said to have been in no position to make decisions on oil revenues aFP/gETTy

$10m investment from him by the end of this 
month. The accounts say that, without Mr Aja-
mi’s $10m, it will have to scale back its opera-
tional expenditure or find alternative sources 
of funding.

Global Witness, the anti-corruption NGO, 
has expressed concerns about Soma getting 
involved in projects in Somalia at a time when 
the country does not have a framework in place 
dictating how the country’s oil revenues should 
be divided around the country. The UN has 
called for a moratorium on oil deals.

Global Witness’s  Barnaby Pace said of the 
inquiry into Mr Ajami: “This news adds even 
more controversy to Soma Oil and Gas and 
their oil deal in Somalia.” 

Mr Ajami, 60, is an established middleman 
in the Middle East, North Africa and Asia. He 
has extensive contacts in business and politics 
in the regions where he operates, making him 
a key “fixer” in those areas. 

Lord Howard 
did not discuss  
Mohamad Ali 
Ajami, according 
to sources close 
to Lord Powell
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US jobs growth fuels expectations of rate rise

BEN CHu
economicS editor

Markets placed a bet on a July 
2015 rate rise from the Federal 
Reserve after official figures 
showed the US economy cre-
ating jobs at its fastest rate in 
three years in November.

Non-farm payrolls surged 
by 321,000 during the month, 
the fastest pace of growth 
since January 2012, the Labor 
Department said.

“This supports the view that 
the Federal Reserve will start 
hiking rates in the middle of 

next year,” said Mohamed El-
Erian, chief economic adviser 
at Allianz.

“There is no doubt that this 
is an impressive figure, and 
will give the hawks at the Fed 
a bit more fire in their bellies 
at the next FOMC [Federal 
Open Market Committee] 
meeting,” said Rob Carnell of 
ING bank.

Futures contracts show that 
traders believe there is a strong 
likelihood of the first rate hike 
coming in July, based on CME 
FedWatch, which tracks rate 
hike expectations.

The jobs growth figure, 

which was considerably higher 
than analysts’ expectations of 
a 230,000 increase, instantly 
boosted the value of the dollar 
against a basket of other cur-
rencies by 0.6 per cent.

The unemployment rate 
stayed level at 5.8 per cent. The 
participation rate also remained 
steady at 62.8 per cent.

Average earnings grew by 0.4 
per cent on the month, the big-
gest increase since June 2013. 
Factory payrolls rose by their 
most in a year, while profes-
sional and business services 
took on the most workers since 
November 2010.

Fast-
food and 
healthcare 
workers 
marched 
with their 
supporters to 
demand an 
increase of 
the minimum 
wage to $15 
an hour in 
Los angeles 
this week 
AFP/GETTy

Chancellor’s business rate 
cap unravels in small print

The deadline for appeals is 
also likely to lead to the Valua-
tion Office Agency becoming 
overwhelmed, at a time when 
it is under pressure to clear a 
backlog of appeals. The Inde-
pendent has previously revealed 
it will miss its targets.

Some businesses will ben-
efit from the Chancellor’s 
reform. For example, there 
will be a £1,500-a-year dis-
count for premises with a 
rental value under £50,000. 

However, the rates expert 
Paul Turner-Mitchell said 70 
per cent of businesses will 
have to pay more than the cap. 
“Offering a 2 per cent cap is 
purely headline grabbing and 
actually isn’t helpful to any-
one,” he said. “The underlying 
problems are far deeper and 
the whole system needs 
changing because it is simply 
too complicated.”

Alan Watson, a partner at 
the ratings and property firm 
Rapleys, agreed, saying: 
“Against annual bills which 
run into the thousands of 
pounds, this would clearly 
qualify as the proverbial pea-
nuts in terms of relief.”  

Businesses will only save 
enough money to buy an extra 
pint of milk each week as a 
result of the Chancellor’s 
decision to cap business rate 
rises at 2 per cent next year, 
according to experts.

The tax on all commercial 
premises is supposed to go up 
in line with inflation, as meas-
ured by the retail prices index 
– currently, 2.3 per cent.  
George Osborne said he would 
cap this at 2 per cent to help 
smaller businesses, but that 
only means a saving of around 
£50 a year.

Analysts also pointed out 
that the vast majority of busi-
nesses will still pay more than 
the cap because of a supple-
mentary tax aimed at bigger 
businesses. And they warned 
that while the Government has 
promised a full review of the 
structure of business rates, 
which work like council tax 
and are paid by every commer-
cial property in the country, 
ministers were still ignoring 
the biggest problem: that the 

property  valuations used to set 
the tax are only made every five 
years.

Jerry Schurder, head of 
rates at the property consult-
ant Gerald Eve, explained this 
meant most valuations were 
totally out of date and needed 
to take place annually.

He said: “This was com-
pletely ignored at the Autumn 
Statement… Time after time 
businesses have been calling for 
more regular revaluations. 
Many are getting weary at 
spending time and money 
re s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  s a m e 
advice.” 

Another tweak to the rules, 
hidden in the small print, is 
that any business wishing to 
appeal against their bill must 
do so by 31 March – otherwise 
they will not receive a refund 
on backdated overpayments.

Mark Rigby, chief executive 
at the rates specialist CVS, 
called this a “stealth grab” that 
could leave businesses out of 
pocket by £1bn. “This is a 
technocratic reform which 
takes advantage of businesses’ 
lack of understanding of the 
complex rates system.”

SImoN NEvIllE

These 
changes, 
set against 
the annual 
bill of 
thousands, 
are peanuts

Balfour Beatty rejects 
Laing’s £1bn PPP offer
Balfour Beatty said it 
had rejected a £1bn cash 
offer from the John Laing 
Infrastructure Fund for its 
public-private partnership 
portfolio because it fell 
“significantly short” of its 
value. The building firm, 
whose new boss Leo Quinn 
starts work in January, said 
it would revalue its portfolio 
in the new year.

CoNSTRuCTIoN

NEwS  
IN BRIEF

Boss of easyJet flies 
home with £7.7m in pay
The easyJet chief executive, 
Carolyn McCall, received 
£7.7m in pay this year, 
and a 2.5 per cent rise for 
next year that will take her 
basic salary to £698,600. 
Her remuneration, which 
included £5.9m in long-
term bonuses and a £1m 
bonus, was £100,000 lower 
than a year ago because the 
bonus paid was smaller. 

AvIATIoN

Borrowers expect rates 
to stay low for a year
The Bank of England’s 
message on interest rates 
is getting through to 
the public, with nearly 
two-thirds believing that 
borrowing costs will remain 
at record lows for at least 
another year. According to 
its latest survey, only 37 per 
cent of Britons expect a rise 
in the next year, compared 
with 49 per cent in August.

ECoNomy

Warm autumn chills  
sales figures at Primark
The discount fashion 
chain Primark said its sales 
figures would be lower than 
expected because of the 
warm autumn, but insisted 
its profits forecasts would 
not be affected. Charles 
Sinclair, the chairman of 
its parent group Associated 
British Foods, said recent 
trading was “broadly” in line 
with expectations. 
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The best kind of awards ceremony  
is full of mutual admiration

My Week 
Chris Blackhurst

Of all the awards 
ceremonies I go to 
during the year, one 
I always enjoy is the 
Management Today 

Most Admired Companies. 
Partly it’s the setting. It’s never in a giant 

room with big screen and strobe lighting. It’s 
always in Claridge’s, the most elegant and 
intimate of London hotels, without fanfare 
and glitz. Then there’s the guests. They’re 
mostly the nominees themselves, many of 
them serious names from the top of business. 
This is a do devoid of hangers-on there to 
make up the crowd. 

And the prizes themselves. They’re 
not awards chosen by some mysterious 
process involving a committee comprised 
of folk doing favours or settling scores. The 
companies are ranked by their peers. This is a 
set of awards without rancour or conspiracy.

Sitting opposite me was John Burns, whose 
hugely successful Derwent London came 
top in the property sector. Burns has steered 
a brilliant, careful-as-she-goes strategy at 
Derwent, specialising in redeveloping former 
industrial and commercial premises in up-
and-coming areas in the centre of the capital. 

Fortunately, Burns is human: I can vouch 
that his cautious approach, thank goodness, 
does not extend to his golf.

Next to me was Andy Street, who picked 
up the plum honour of being named Most 
Admired Leader. If that has a North Korean 
ring, then Street, a clever, fast-talking 
livewire who speaks his mind, would not last 
two minutes in Pyongyang. 

Street’s triumph has added piquancy. 
Retailing has taken a hammering but there 
he is, MD of the John Lewis Partnership, 
heading the field. He’s not even the man at 
the very top – Charlie Mayfield is chairman 
– or technically, even second in command 
– Mark Price who also heads Waitrose, is 
deputy chairman. 

Street’s organisation is owned by its 
employees, is not stock market-quoted, and 
arguably its bosses have few of the pressures 
confronting other chiefs who must handle 
the City and investors. Is his victory a signal 
from the other leaders that they would love 
to be in his shoes, in a mutual? 

But before we go Mutuals R Us, it’s not all 
plain-sailing. Instead of shareholders, Street 
and co have their 91,000 colleagues or fellow 
“partners” to contend with. This year’s bonus 
for all the staff was 15 per cent. That was 
down from 17 per cent in 2013. 

Woe betide them if that figure was to drop 
into single figures (the last occasion it went 
below 10 per cent was in 2002 when the pay-
out was 9 per cent). At that point those other 
company chiefs might be very glad they stuck 
with the traditional model. 

I know my livery from my onions
Thursday night, I was invited to speak at a 
dinner for the Worshipful Company of Tin 
Plate Workers alias Wire Workers (yes, truly). 
Alas, my attempt at a joke, that I’d been to 
many livery dinners in my time but not for 
this City Livery, fell flat. 

We were sitting amidst the splendour of 
the base for another Livery Company, the 
Goldsmiths’ Hall. I said that I’d checked 

the list of such companies and there is not 
one dedicated entirely to journalists (there’s 
the Worshipful Company of Stationers and 
Newspaper Makers but it’s not quite the same 
thing). The last five professions, if that’s the 
right word, to be admitted to the hallowed 
108-strong list were: hackney carriage drivers, 
management consultants, international 
bankers, tax advisers and security 
professionals. But no place for hacks. Shame. 

Premier Foods is now a de-list celebrity 
You have to hand it to Premier Foods’ chief 
executive Gavin Darby. He knows how to 
turn a phrase. He’s written to suppliers 
demanding an “investment payment to 
support our growth”.

When a supplier queried the request, they 
were told more directly that “unfortunately 
those who do not participate will be 
nominated for de-list”. Forget Darby’s 
weasely words, it’s pay up or else.

While the BBC’s exposé of Premier Foods’ 
bully-boy tactics caused widespread shock 
yesterday, the one place it did not provoke 
any surprise was within the food industry. 
Suppliers are long used to being beaten up by 
big manufacturers and supermarkets.

What caused eyebrows to shoot up within 
the trade was someone going public and 
risking losing a lucrative contract. Anyone 
else dealing with Bob Horsley, who supplies 
Ambrosia, part of Premier, may think again. 
He’s a brave man, is Bob.

There’s a yawning gap in protection 
for small businesses in their relationships 
with the giants. Increasingly, power is 
concentrated in the hands of a few large 
manufacturers and supermarket chains. 
Step out of line at your peril. In theory, the 
supermarket side was covered by the creation 
of the Groceries Code Adjudicator last year. 
This supposedly all-powerful body has a staff 
of five and a budget of £450,000 a year – to 
tackle a £170bn-a-year market.

As the Tesco scandal, which concerns 
the accounting treatment of discounts 
extracted from suppliers, highlights, the 
watchdog is nowhere. Its annual report 
admits as much: “Investigations carried 
out by the GCA. No investigation has 
been launched by the GCA,” and “Cases 
in which the GCA has used enforcement 
measures. As no investigation has been 
launched, no enforcement measure has been 
recommended.”

The report does tell us, though, that the 
adjudicator, Christine Tacon, travelled 
9,912 miles. At least the retailer-supplier 
relationship has a referee. No such office 
exists for manufacturers. Even if a new body 
was established or Tacon’s remit widened, 
would it make any difference? She relies 
entirely on suppliers filing complaints. If they 
do so, they can kiss their business goodbye.

Wanted: a watchdog covering retailing 
and manufacturing; armed with legal muscle 
and well-funded; possessing the ability to 
seize emails and paperwork, take evidence 
and examine what is being said to the little 
people; and able to 
punish. Only then will 
anything change for 
the better for the Bob 
Horsleys of this world.

cITy EDITor
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Premier is shot down for 
‘pointing gun’ at suppliers
Laura cHEsTErs  
and  J Im armITagE 

Shares in Premier Foods 
plunged 7 per cent yesterday 
amid a severe backlash against 
its demands to force suppliers 
to pay it if they want to con-
tinue doing business with Brit-
ain’s biggest food company.

The Institute of Directors 
(IoD), the Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB) and the 
Labour shadow Business Min-
ister lined up to condemn the 
Mr Kipling and Hovis giant.

Labour’s Toby Perkins wrote 
to the Department for Busi-
ness to renew his calls for such 
demands to be outlawed under 
the Small Business Bill.

Simon Walker, director 
general of the IoD, said: “The 
news that Premier Foods 
could be forcing its suppli-
ers into controversial ‘pay to 
stay’ arrangements is deeply 
disturbing. Holding small 
businesses and suppliers at 
gunpoint is a sure way to catch 
the attention of policymakers 
and regulators. Premier need 
to consider their arrange-
ments closely. We encourage 
them to think of the long-term 
damage they could be doing to 
their suppliers, their brands, 
and business in general.”

Premier, which is already 
described as “troubled” in the 
City, had to launch a rights 
issue to raise new money earlier 
this year and warned on profits 
in October. Last night its shares 
closed down 2.5p at 33.5p.

The company defended 
the payments, arguing that 
its “invest for growth” strat-

egy includes asking suppliers 
to make an “annual voluntary 
investment to help fund our 
growth plans”. It said it had 
received many “positive” 
responses and that “many of 
our suppliers have seen their 
business grow as a result”.

The news follows The Inde-
pendent’s recent revelation 
that Morrisons asked its small 
suppliers to extend their pay-
ment terms to 60 or 90 days 
from an average of 30 days, and 
other seemingly aggressive 
practices by Tesco. It was the 
way in which Tesco accounted 
for its payments and rebates 
from suppliers that is thought 
to be behind the £263m hole 
in its profits.

The BBC said Premier has 
received millions of pounds 
under the plan and the FSB 
said that “demanding a cash gift 
under the threat of delisting is 
downright unfair”. It gave one 
example of a small business in 
the South-west that was asked 
to hand over £1,700.

Julie Palmer, partner and 
retail expert at the consultancy 
Begbies Traynor, said: “While 
Premier Foods is not breaking 
any competition laws… this is 
more a question of business 
ethics. Smaller suppliers to the 
food manufacturing industry 
typically operate under micro-
scopic margins, meaning that 
they are extremely dependent 
on high-volume contracts with 
the likes of Premier Foods to 
stay afloat. The practice of 
bringing in millions of pounds 
of new “investment” from sup-
pliers to mask shortfalls in 
their own operations will sit 
uneasy with many.” 

the canary Wharf developer Songbird said a final 
350p-per-share offer from Qatar and canada’s 
brookfield undervalued the financial district oLI scarFF

Wharf rebuffs 
raised bid 

They 
should 
think of 
the damage 
they could 
do to their 
suppliers
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Market Report

The City continues to play 
match maker for a reluctant 
Vodafone, wondering out 
loud about potential deals 
that the telecoms giant 
could do. 

It insists it is just fine as 
it is but looks increasingly 
isolated as BT, up 8.5p 
at 420p, eyes a deal with 
either EE or O2.

Both Goldman Sachs 
and Jefferies see the Virgin 
Media owner Liberty Global 
as the most likely target for 
Vodafone. Goldman takes a 
largely positive view of any 
potential deal but Jefferies 
is more wary, warning 
that it would stretch the 
balance sheet and threaten 
the sustainability of the 
dividend. 

But the broker also says 
that “transformational” 
M&A is needed in the long 
term and it’s better to bite 
the bullet now. Vodafone 
improved 6.95p to 230.60p.

The FTSE 100 rose 63.47 
points to 6,742.84, buoyed 
by better than expected US 
jobs figures. The British 
Airways owner IAG was 
the biggest beneficiary 
of the data, rising 20.2p 
to 486.7p on hopes of 
increased business travel. 
The continued slump in 
oil prices also helped, 
although for others it meant 
pain. Tullow Oil declined 
12.9p to 396p, while the oil 
services specialist Petrofac 
gave up 13.5p to 778p.

Investec examined the 
oil-airline relationship, 
arguing that cheaper fuel 
will lead to cheaper air 
tickets, which in turn will 
boost passenger numbers. 
That will increase demand 
for parts as planes fly 
more frequently and older 
models are revived to meet 
demand – all good news for 
the engineer Meggitt, up 
16.5p at 518p.

Investors are expecting 
good things at SuperGroup’s 
interim results on Thursday; 
the fashion brand rose 53.5p 
to 922p.

Outsourcery, the cloud 
computing specialist run by 
the Dragons’ Den star Piers 
Linney, rose 6p to 27p on 
AIM after announcing a 
contract with an unnamed 
FTSE 100 company worth 
£1.1m over the next three 
years. 

The mobile payments 
specialist Monitise climbed 
1.75p to 31.5p thanks to 
a seven-year “strategic 
partnership” with Virgin 
Money. Monitise will help 
to develop the bank’s digital 
banking services. 

The revival of companies 
such as LinkedIn helped 
Polar Capital Technology 
Trust up 2.5p to 567.5p. 

THE
markETs

Intl Cons airlns 486.70 +20.20 +4.33
st James Place 821.50 +30.00 +3.79
ImI 1219.00 +39.00 +3.31
meggitt 518.00 +16.50 +3.29
GkN 356.70 +11.20 +3.24
kingfisher 328.20 +10.20 +3.21
Vodafone 230.60 +6.95 +3.11
Barclays 249.45 +6.80 +2.80
Carnival 2805.00 +75.00 +2.75
royal Bk scot 403.50 +10.70 +2.72

	 Price	 Change	 %Chg
FTSE	100	RiSERS

	 Price	 Change	 %Chg
FTSE	100	FallERS

	 Price	 Change	 %Chg
FTSE	250	RiSERS

	 Price	 Change	 %Chg
FTSE	250	FallERS

THE	FTSE	100

3i Group 457.80 +10.90 458.00 343.61 3.28 8.35
aberdeen asset 467.70 +6.70 500.00 360.76 3.85 19.87
admiral 1278.00 +10.00 1583.00 1175.33 7.82 12.22
aggreko 1558.00 -11.00 1804.00 1414.00 1.71 16.09
anglo amer 1268.00 -15.50 1678.50 1221.00 4.02 26.36
antofagasta 732.00 -0.50 959.50 658.00 8.57 17.06
arm Holdings 946.50 +23.50 1112.00 778.50 0.65 
aB Foods 3284.00 +84.00 3293.00 2237.00 1.04 34.03
ashtead Group 1101.00 +21.00 1102.00 659.00 1.04 23.88
astraZeneca 4739.50 +40.50 5750.00 3367.07 3.58 14.63
aviva 506.00 +5.00 571.50 411.18 3.58 7.75
Babcock Intl 1144.00 +13.00 1301.39 993.00 1.91 26.59
BaE systems 481.70 +1.00 486.60 374.10 4.21 92.63
Barclays 249.45 +6.80 298.13 201.75 2.61 65.64
BG 907.50 -15.70 1355.50 862.68 1.98 19.74
BHP Billiton 1474.00 -26.00 2102.53 1418.00 5.26 11.24
BP 424.50 -2.40 526.80 405.35 6.04 5.34
BaT 3744.50 +14.50 3806.50 2871.00 3.87 18.23
British Land 775.50 +5.00 784.00 588.00 3.57 7.01
BT 420.00 +8.50 421.20 350.30 2.71 16.34
Bunzl 1814.00 +36.00 1817.00 1330.00 1.84 28.57
Burberry 1678.00 +13.00 1687.00 1348.00 1.96 22.80
Capita 1055.00 +8.00 1248.00 966.00 2.60 39.00
Carnival 2805.00 +75.00 2843.00 2085.00 2.29 26.19
Centrica 286.00 +2.20 349.80 280.50 6.01 15.54
Coca-Cola HBC 1431.00 +22.00 1813.00 1249.64 1.95 29.75
Compass 1104.00 +16.00 1115.62 924.41 2.45 22.62
CrH 1579.00 +24.00 1811.00 1220.00 3.12 49.31
Diageo 1971.00 +35.00 2043.50 1689.50 2.62 21.97
Direct Line Ins 291.70 +1.00 307.00 219.30 7.82 13.96
Dixons Carph 444.10 +4.40 446.40 260.30 1.35 24.14
Easyjet 1761.00 +45.00 1853.00 1207.00 2.58 15.38
Experian 1055.00 -6.00 1182.00 909.95 2.33 21.62
Friends Life 380.50 +4.50 386.50 266.60 8.19 26.44
Fresnillo 719.50 -10.00 1037.00 658.00 1.05 34.10
G4s 276.10 +3.00 280.20 225.40 3.25 11.09
GkN 356.70 +11.20 468.00 281.10 2.27 14.74
Glencore 316.50 -3.20 379.45 295.80 3.47 7.37
Gsk 1470.50 +9.50 1709.00 1200.67 5.44 13.07
Hammerson 623.50 +2.50 633.38 487.60 3.27 13.15
Hargrve Lans 991.00 -2.50 1580.62 827.00 3.23 28.72
HsBC Hldgs 643.10 +15.10 737.00 585.00 4.89 11.94
IaG 486.70 +20.20 493.00 306.40  96.43
ImI 1219.00 +39.00 1613.00 1108.00 2.96 17.17
Imperial Tob 2878.00 +14.00 2973.00 2156.00 4.45 19.38
IntCont Htls 2639.00 +34.00 2720.00 1845.00 1.63 26.96
Intertek 2319.00 +55.00 3168.00 2247.00 2.03 18.64
Intu Props 350.50 +0.70 359.90 270.10 3.91 10.23
ITV 213.20 -1.30 222.50 167.10 1.78 25.69
Johnson matth 3409.00 +65.00 3452.00 2695.00 1.88 20.33
kingfisher 328.20 +10.20 512.00 283.00 3.03 10.94
Land secs 1185.00 +5.00 1210.00 924.00 2.66 8.33
Legal & Gen 247.00 +2.10 248.80 193.00 3.97 16.25
Lloyds Bk Gp 80.89 +1.32 86.87 70.01  67.41
Lon stock Ex 2251.00 +55.00 2266.00 1238.85 1.35 38.79
marks&spen 496.90 +5.40 512.00 359.20 3.46 15.43
meggitt 518.00 +16.50 551.50 421.70 2.52 17.62
mondi 1102.00 +10.00 1140.00 895.00 2.93 17.51
morrison Wm 184.80 +2.30 269.79 150.60 7.39 18.06
National Grid 930.00 +2.50 965.00 742.50 4.54 14.01
Next 6655.00 -100.00 7275.00 5325.00 2.15 18.18
Old mutual 197.60 +1.10 211.52 163.80 4.28 13.17
Pearson 1220.00 +8.00 1351.00 981.00 4.02 18.32
Persimmon 1613.00 +32.00 1614.00 1111.00 4.34 19.04
Petrofac 778.00 -13.50 1483.00 766.00 5.10 6.36
Prudential 1550.50 +22.00 1573.50 1192.00 2.26 29.37
randgold res 4189.00 -123.00 5285.75 3600.00 0.77 21.63
reckitt Ben 5255.00 +70.00 5540.00 3235.75 2.61 21.71
reed Elsevier 1108.00 +14.00 1123.00 851.53 2.25 22.70
rio Tinto 2898.00 -35.50 3680.56 2814.50 4.23 22.78
rolls-royce 900.00 +19.50 1294.00 777.00 2.49 12.29
royal mail 404.50 -0.50 618.00 388.00 4.94 15.38
rBs 403.50 +10.70 403.90 291.60  5.02
shell a 2149.00 -1.00 2864.00 1994.50 5.61 12.89
shell B 2230.50 +1.50 2990.50 2082.32 5.41 13.38
rsa Insur 452.40 +0.50 500.50 347.09  10.40
saBmiller 3422.00 +49.50 3857.00 2650.21 1.85 25.19
sage 447.90 -1.70 458.10 346.70 2.71 26.24
sainsbury(J) 238.30 +4.90 400.00 209.50 7.26 6.32
schroders 2768.00 +48.00 2784.00 2086.00 2.38 18.47
severn Trent 1991.00 +29.00 2086.00 1626.00 4.26 10.93
shire 4602.00 +12.00 5470.00 2620.00 0.27 59.55
sky 949.50 +23.50 954.00 782.50 3.37 15.82
smith&Neph 1114.00 +22.00 1198.00 824.50 1.52 28.15
smiths 1145.00 — 1535.00 1103.00 3.52 19.41
sports Direct 699.50 +14.00 924.50 559.00  22.71
ssE 1679.00 +20.00 1682.00 1296.72 5.20 13.61
stan Chart 973.00 +4.90 1434.00 898.20 5.33 9.23
standard Life 426.30 +7.40 429.30 331.70 3.80 21.64
st James Place 821.50 +30.00 908.50 621.50 2.25 21.97
Tesco 189.60 +3.55 341.58 164.00 5.95 15.71
Travis Perkins 1838.00 +44.00 2000.72 1538.00 1.81 16.72
TUI Travel 450.00 +5.70 455.80 321.10 5.46 83.33
Tullow Oil 396.00 -12.90 922.00 387.40 3.03 33.20
Unilever 2729.00 +49.00 2763.00 2291.65 3.32 20.24
United Utilities 900.00 +9.00 919.50 641.00 4.07 8.31
Vodafone 230.60 +6.95 267.00 179.10 4.80 5.48
Weir 1838.00 +38.00 2848.00 1750.00 2.62 11.69
Whitbread 4675.00 +80.00 4990.00 3419.00 1.54 25.55
Wolseley 3690.00 +2.00 3729.00 2966.00 2.24 19.44
WPP 1367.00 +11.00 1391.00 1091.00 2.58 18.88

	 Price	 Change	 High	 low		 Div	Yield		 PE	

superGroup 922.00 +53.50 +6.16
Balfour Beatty 195.60 +10.90 +5.90
aO World 260.50 +12.40 +5.00
Howden Joinery 408.80 +18.10 +4.63
Booker 149.00 +6.30 +4.41
Countrywide 454.20 +18.20 +4.17
keller 488.60 +18.60 +3.96
NmC Health 488.60 +18.60 +3.96
Bodycote 640.50 +23.50 +3.81
rPC 611.00 +21.50 +3.65

Tullow Oil 396.00 -12.90 -3.15
randgold res 4189.00 -123.00 -2.85
BHP Billiton 1474.00 -26.00 -1.73
Petrofac 778.00 -13.50 -1.71
BG 907.50 -15.70 -1.70
Next 6655.00 -100.00 -1.48
Fresnillo 719.50 -10.00 -1.37
anglo amer 1268.00 -15.50 -1.21
rio Tinto 2898.00 -35.50 -1.21
Glencore 316.50 -3.20 -1.00

Bank of Georgia 2065.00 -161.00 -7.23
EnQuest 43.86 -1.89 -4.13
acacia mining 236.40 -8.70 -3.55
Lonmin 178.10 -4.90 -2.68
amec Foster 874.50 -21.00 -2.35
kaz minerals 245.40 -4.70 -1.88
COLT Group 134.80 -2.40 -1.75
Blackrk Wld min 327.40 -5.80 -1.74
Premier Oil 189.20 -3.20 -1.66
Vedanta res 678.50 -10.00 -1.45

OsCar 
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Will	atom	
split	the	
banking	
industry?	

The latest online lender has attracted 
top City backers. But can these new
challenger banks really change the face 
of the industry? ja m E S 	 m o o R E  reports

The reputation of the  
big four banks remains  
in tatters following  
the financial crisis

Will the new internet bank 
Atom be a nuclear-powered 
competitor that shakes up the 
established banking order, or 
will it end up as little more 
than a pint-sized irritant?

It seems as if retail banking 
is the hot business to be in 
right now. And Atom, set to 
launch next year, has a string 
of big-name backers, a line-up 
of City royalty to make any 
new venture drool. In addition 
to the high-profile fund man-
ager Neil Woodford, there is 
Jim O’Neill, from Goldman 
Sachs, the veteran venture 
capitalist Jon Moulton, and 
the car dealer-turned-philan-
thropist Sir Peter Vardy. They 
certainly think Atom, which 
will be free of any legacy dis-
ciplinary issues or legacy costs 
from expensive branch net-
works, will make a splash. 

Atom is the brainchild of 
Anthony Thomson, the co-
founder and former chairman 
of another challenger lender, 
Metro Bank. It will be run by 
no less than Mark Mullen, 
the former boss of the HSBC 
subsidiary First Direct, which 
was itself revolutionary when it 
launched as a telephone bank. 

But Atom is joining an 
increasingly crowded field. 
Rules allowing smaller and 
start-up banks a lighter capi-
tal burden than the indus-
try giants, combined with 
increasing public disillusion-
ment with lacklustre service 
and a string of ugly scandals, 
have tempted a host of rivals. 

A couple of years ago, Royal 
Bank of Scotland’s former 
chief executive, Stephen 
Hester, told a Treasury Select 
Committee inquiry into bank-
ing competition that big was 
better. Dismissing the need 
for these new entrants, he said: 
“[Scale] allows us to compete 
more successfully, to offer cus-
tomers a better solution, and 
to be better ourselves for the 
constituencies we serve.”

Vocal supporters of greater 
competition in banking, such 
as the Treasury Commit-
tee’s chairman, the Tory MP 

Andrew Tyrie, disagree. Mr 
Thomson believes he can 
prove them right. He said: 
“The great malaise in UK 
banking over recent years is 
that banks have forgotten that 
they are in business to provide 
a service. They think they are 
in business to make money. 
That’s the wrong way around. 
We intend to offer a great serv-
ice. I think what we will see in 
banking is lots of new competi-
tors for different bits of bank-
ing, profitable bits of banking, 
and I’m sure Atom won’t be the 
first new digital entrant.”

But even if it grows like 
Japanese knotweed, Atom 
will scarcely register on the 
radars of the “big four” lend-
ers: Barclays, HSBC, Lloyds 
and RBS. Not all of the chal-
lengers are starting off small, 
though. Others, such as TSB 
and Virgin Money, have either 
bought, or been spun out of, 
existing players. They are 
much bigger, and more diver-
sified, but can even they really 
shake up the market?

Garry White, chief invest-
ment commentator at the 
stockbroker Charles Stanley, 
believes banking’s Davids 
still have a lot to do before 
they worry the industry’s 
Goliaths. “The reputation of 
the big four banks remains in 
tatters following the financial 
crisis, but customer inertia 
means that many are unlikely 
to switch,” he said. “New rules 
were introduced to ensure 
that switching banks was easy, 
with the process required to 
be complete within seven 
days, including the transfer 
of all direct debits.

“But in the first year of the 
new rules, just 2 per cent of the 

UK’s 54 million active current 
accounts were switched. With 
the reputation of banks being 
so tarnished, and the amount 
of publicity that greeted the 
change in regulations, this is 
hardly a spectacular outcome. 
David has much work to do.”

White also points out that 
should any of the challengers 
fail, people may then decided 
that it’s better the devil they 
know. 

Ian Gordon, one of the 
sector’s most perceptive ana-
lysts, wonders whether there 
is any real need for a shake-up. 
“What we do have is an attrac-
tive, generally rational retail 
banking market which offers 
opportunity for new entrants 
and incumbents alike and, if 
you are ‘legacy-free’, is cur-
rently highly profitable. 
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Budge up, Sir Humphrey, your boss 
needs to shed some more buildings

Agenda
James Ashton

George Osborne might 
not like the BBC’s 
suggestion that his 
cuts risk taking Britain 
back to the Depression 

era depicted in George Orwell’s The Road 
to Wigan Pier, but not all members of the 
Government object to the idea of being 
taken back in another tilt at saving money.

In its latest update, the Cabinet Office 
boasts that the civil service is now at its 
smallest size since the Second World War 
– either 20 per cent smaller than it was in 
May 2010, if you believe the Institute for 
Government, or 16 per cent according to 
the Office for National Statistics. Much 
of this has come about through reforming 
employment terms, but the shrinkage also 
applies in the physical sense.

Central government has given up  
2 million square metres of property since 
the Coalition took power – equivalent of 
20 per cent of its estate. Among the most 
high-profile of these deals is the £60m sale 
of a long lease on Admiralty Arch to Rafael 
Serrano, the former investment banker 
whose Prime Investors Capital is converting 
it into a five-star hotel and members’ club. 
But there have been plenty of others.

A celebration of this feat of reduction 
seems a little premature when you consider 
what central government is left with. 
For example, it used to have “dozens” 
of buildings in Bristol; even after a 
“substantial” cut, it still occupies 27.  

The Cabinet Office is aiming for up 
to £6bn of extra receipts from property 
by 2020 – as part of its ambitions to find 
£10bn of savings by 2018 and up to £20bn 
by 2020 – not just from giving up offices, 
but airfields, barracks and prisons. Property 
developers would like the politicians to get 
on with it. Those builders that have been 
urged to solve Britain’s housing shortage 
say it would be easier for them to do so if 
the Government got on with releasing the 
estimated 40 per cent of land on which it is 
sitting in the shape of surplus Ministry of 
Defence and NHS sites.

Civil servants who hang on to their jobs 
during the inevitable cull will not be rattling 
around in half-empty buildings. A target to 
limit each full-time employee to an average 
of 10 square metres of office space by next 
year will be ratcheted down to 8 by 2018.

That sounds like rabbit-hutch territory, 
but open-plan working is driving 
down space requirements all the time. 
Commercial lets are currently in the range 
of 8 to 13 square metres, according to the 
British Council for Offices, suggesting this 
new target is eminently achievable. It’s time 
to budge up, Sir Humphrey.

It’s got Sheilas’ Wheels but it 
needs a sense of direction   

 
What to make of the boardroom changes 
at the Sheilas’ Wheels group Esure, which 
were shuffled out on Autumn Statement 
day? It’s hard to know which is worse 

– that the company is shedding two of its 
well-regarded non-executives in former 
CBI chief Dame Helen Alexander and 
Anthony Hobson, the ex-Northern Foods 
chairman; or that Peter Wood, the chairman 
and founder, is committing himself to the 
business for the medium term.

No one did well out of last year’s Esure 
float apart from Mr Wood, who pocketed 
£200m only to watch the shares slump 
when the business warned of lower growth 
in premiums and disappointed with the 
dividend. The stock still trades at a quarter 
less than the offer price and suffers by 
comparison with Direct Line, also founded 
by Mr Wood, whose shares change hands 
for two thirds more than the price at which 
they came to market.

Founders and their floated companies 
often have strained relations. Sir Stelios 
Haji-Ioannou has little to grumble about at 
easyJet these days, now that the airline is 
flying so high with Carolyn McCall at the 
controls, but it wasn’t always thus. Mike 
Ashley can keep a tighter rein on Sports 
Direct as executive deputy chairman. 
Despite rows over his pay package and 
unconventional style, if the shares keep 
rising, most investors think that’s fine.

In the case of Esure, there would be 
nothing worse than a back-seat driver. But 
if the chairman, who retains a 31 per cent 
stake, intends to hang around, he should 
be doing more to demonstrate that he is 
driving value for all shareholders.

New bank challenger is better 
off online than in the regions  

 
Subject to gaining its operating licence, Atom 
will join the pack of new British banks next 
year. It has an eye-catching list of backers, 
including the fund manager Neil Woodford. 
More important, it has the right idea.

Too many banks are still fixated on their 
branch networks, probably because they 
have hundreds of high street outlets that 
they don’t know what to do with. Atom aims 
to be digital-only, which means no phone 
banking and only branches for business 
customers. The question is whether it can 
break into the mainstream. First Direct, the 
original branch-free bank, has amassed just 
1.25 million customers in 25 years and only 
60 per cent of them use its web offering.

Better to nail the high-tech customers 
than for a newcomer to open its doors 
as a regional bank, though. Ed Miliband 
still harbours a vision for a regional 
banking network modelled on Germany’s 
community banks, which he believes could 
rebuild trust in the sector. 

But if regional banks are the way forward 
then how come two of the strongest 
franchises in the country, the Clydesdale 
and Yorkshire banks, have been put up for 
sale by their owner, 
National Australia 
Bank, after years of 
deliberation about how 
to develop them?

49 

“We have enough proven 
examples – Aldermore, Shaw-
brook, Metro Bank, One Sav-
ings Bank, Virgin Money, etc 
– of challenger banks which 
can grow assets (usually mort-
gage-led, usually driven by 
intermediary distribution). 
Additionally, and impor-
tantly, liquidity from retail 
depositors is currently cheap 
and plentiful.”

It helps that loan impair-
ments are extremely low, 
and the big four are operating 
under constraints, some reg-
ulatory, some self-imposed. 
So they are not about to try to 
squeeze out the new boys. Not 
just yet. “I don’t particularly 
argue that they can, or will, 
or need to ‘shake up’ bank-
ing,” Mr Gordon said. “To a 
significant extent, they are 

operating below the radar, 
constructing rational/attrac-
tive niche businesses without 
inviting retaliatory action 
from incumbents.”

In other words, we probably 
will not see the new banks 
having the same sort of impact 
that, say, Lidl and Aldi have 
had on the grocery market. 

Mr Thomson sees things 
a little differently. He said: 
“New entrants can change 
industries; take transatlantic 
flight. A few years ago, it was a 
transit business. Then Virgin 
came in and changed it into an 
experience. Metro Bank, in a 
small way, changed banking. 
Before anyone else, we were 
rewarding staff for the qual-
ity of the customer experience 
based on customer surveys. 
We came in and did it before 

New bANk customers  
w h o  h A s  t h e  m os t ?

the regulators forced other 
banks to do it. So we played 
our own small part in chang-
ing the industry.”

Even the gimmicky dog bis-
cuits and bowls Metro offers 
its pet-owning customers are 
important. “If you can bring 
a dog in, and we don’t mind if 
it pees on the floor or worse, 
then people will think maybe 
we care about them as a cus-
tomer,” he said. “That actually 
became quite important.”

Perhaps banking doesn’t 
need challengers to shake it 
up. Because what it now offers 
is something that didn’t really 
exist before it was actively 
encouraged: genuine choice. If 
you want to switch, you can try 
Atom, or TSB, or Metro Bank if 
you want. That’s an option that 
didn’t used to be there.

Launches 
2015

1.7m

130,000

100,000

 190,000

406,000

4.5m

1.6m

2.8m

7.2m

Ato m

(clockwise from top left) 
Founder of metro bank and 
atom, anthony thomson; 
Paul Pester, chief executive 
of tSb; One Savings bank 
launches on the Stock 
exchange; a Sainsbury’s 
customer withdraws cash  
AFP/GETTy; ALAmy
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It looks like anyone 
who put money into 
the taxi app Uber back 
in June, when the 
company already had 

a whopping $17bn (£11bn) valuation, got a 
bargain. Here we are just six months later 
and Uber has raised more money, this time 
with a valuation of something like $40bn. 

Even though sane observers were 
scratching their heads like it was March 
2000 and the dot-com crash all over gain, 
the punters lined up and the company 
raised $1.2bn, as confirmed by the chief 
executive Travis Kalanick in a blog post. 
That’s how things are done nowadays.

All of this for a business that simplifies 
driving, hailing and paying for a taxi. 
The lunatics have taken over the asylum. 
Again. Which is presumably what people 
said about Google’s valuation, Amazon’s 
valuation and Facebook’s valuation – all of 
which have proved to have been worth it. 
The “new economic paradigm” of hyper-
fast growth that we heard so much about in 
the late 1990s actually arrived a while ago 
without many people noticing. 

Those businesses were, are still,  
transformational, which is what these 
investors think Uber will be – a world 
where the only people who need to own 
a car are Uber drivers. It’s not going to 
happen, even if the apps are very good and 
the company’s growth has been explosive. 
People like to own cars.

It isn’t just the lunatic valuation – which 
I am sure makes perfect sense to some 

business appears intent on living up to its 
name, trampling on anyone and anything 
in its way – and don’t doubt for one second 
that Londoners can wave goodbye to their 
iconic fleet of black cabs if Uber gets its way. 

Ironically, the company is supposed to 
be part of the “sharing economy” – an idea 
about ordinary people making a bit of extra 
cash by sharing their stuff. But in reality 
this is about corporations getting very rich 
through ordinary people sharing their stuff.

It’s usually exciting to see companies 
grow fast, raising impressive sums of 
money from established investors in the 
process. This time it’s not so exciting. 

Uber’s sole aim seems to be to 
monopolise a market and destroy an 
established industry as fast as possible and 
as ruthlessly as possible. I’m not usually 
one to cheer failure, but maybe I can be 
forgiven this time for hoping that Uber is 
the next MySpace.

The death of an American 
dream is on display at Sears
Is there any better symbol of the last 50 or 
60 years of the American economy than 

Sears? The department store chain 
synonymous with the post-war growth of 
the American middle class has now shrunk 
to the point where extinction is a distinct 
possibility. Stores and restaurants that 
cater for the wealthy or the poor are doing 
pretty well. Everything in between, where 
Sears and its subsidiary Kmart sit, is a 
total bust. 

Thursday’s third-quarter results from 
Sears made grim reading, as expected. A 
loss of $548m for the quarter was in line 
with optimistic forecasts, which is about the 
only good thing that can be said for it. The 
company could run out of cash next year. 

The share price has been propped up 
over the past month by the expectation that 
it will spin off some of its property into a 
real estate investment trust, but the 
underlying retail business is moribund. 
Desperately selling off the family silver is 
never a good sign.

Sears has suffered in line with the 
economy. However, it has also been a 
fascinating case of ideas that sound good in 
theory turning out to be disasters in practice.

Eddie Lampert, a successful New York 
hedge fund manager, bought Sears in 2005 
for $40bn – a lot of money to pay for a 
business that was in decline. He had vision, 

though, inspired by the objectivist 
economic “thinking” of Ayn Rand. 
Following this philosophy, Lampert 
believed that Sears could be turned round 
if he made store managers more 
competitive with each other. Objectivism 
made managers compete for assets on the 
basis, apparently, of how they negotiated 
for them – not whether they needed them.

As a result, Sears has alienated much of 
its customer base, its stores look pretty 
uninviting and Lampert turned a struggling 
business into one in its death throes. If 
there were an award for worst chief 
executive of the decade, Lampert would 
definitely be in the running.

It’s a shame – Sears was once a great 
company. But unfavourable economics, 
changing retail trends and half-baked 
management theories look like killing it. 
It’s hard to see it surviving despite 
quarterly revenue in excess of $7bn. 

It’s closing stores as fast as it can and 
confirmed another 235 closures on 
Thursday.

The muzak playing on Sears in-store 
speakers may include “It’s Beginning to 
Look a Lot Like Christmas”. They should 
be playing “It’s beginning to feel a lot like 
Woolworth’s”.

German taxi drivers blocked roads in berlin in protest against companies such as uber, which are not bound by the same rules SEaN GalluP/GETTy
very clever people – that makes Uber a 
compelling story. It’s a company that has 
shown little or no regard for any established 
business norms, or what we might loftily 
call business ethics, or for plain old decent 
behaviour. Uber doesn’t care.

A senior executive was recorded idly 
fantasising about smearing a journalist who 
happened to write something negative 
about Uber. Kalanick “apologised” via 
Twitter. The company has also been 
accused of paying people to book rides 
with the rival service Lyft, only to then 
cancel them at the last minute just to 
screw up Lyft’s drivers – who presumably 
are real people with real lives. Another 
unconvincing denial has followed. 

Meanwhile several of Uber’s drivers 
have been arrested for allegedly subjecting 
passengers to sexual assault. The list grows, 
almost as fast as the business.   

In his blog post, Mr Kalanick said that 
Uber would become more “humble” and 
create a million new jobs, which will be 
believed when seen. Its claims of being able 
to pay drivers $90,000 a year look a highly 
optimistic, “best case” scenario.

It’s hard to think of a company that has 
generated so much bad publicity in such a 
short time. Pity there isn’t much of a real 
market for bad publicity; I am sure Uber 
could come up with an app for that. The 

I’m not one to cheer failure, but 
maybe I can be forgiven for hoping 
that Uber is the next MySpace

Andrew Dewson 

Ruthless Uber should be driven out of every town
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Santa cause: 
gifts that 
can make a 
difference
There are so many ways you can raise 
money – and awareness – for charity.  
ro b  g r i f f i n  explains how easy it is to 
donate and reap financial rewards

Band Aid isn’t the only charity 
single looking to raise money 
this year. A musically minded 
group of people in Kent have 
produced their own record 
in support of a fabulous chil-
dren’s cause called Taylor-
Made Dreams.

The charity, established to 
enable youngsters with life 
limiting illnesses to achieve 
their dreams when time is 
short, has recorded the catchy 
tune It’s Christmas time, which 
is now available via its website 
(taylormadedreams.net).

This is just one of the innova-
tive ways in which charities are 
raising awareness and funds. 
Even though an impressive 
£10.4bn was raised in 2012-13, a 
constant supply of cash is needed 
to continue the good work. Here 
is our 10-point guide on how to 
make a difference.

Have a clearout 
Clear out your wardrobe, go 
through your loft and donate 
any unwanted items. Charity 
shops are always desperate for 
good-quality items, whether 
it’s clothes, electrical goods or 
books – just as long as they are 
in a decent and saleable condi-
tion. Find a shop by visiting 
charityretail.org.uk. 

Send a charity card
Send charity Christmas cards 
– and pay attention to how 
much money from the sale 
of each pack goes to the cause 
itself. Check out Card Aid 
(cardaid.co.uk), where you can 

design and buy a wide variety 
of traditional and e-Cards. 

Buy a Christmas present
If you are stuck for innovative 
present ideas then check out 
Good Gifts (goodgifts.org), 
which enables you to pur-
chase unconventional gifts. 
For example, £5 will buy a 
toothbrush and toothpaste 
for an African child, £25 will 
protect a 12-mile stretch of 
greenbelt land from develop-
ers, and £1,250 will equip a 
poor Indian neighbourhood 
with a complete library.

Make a donation
Whatever you donate, make 
sure it’s done tax efficiently as 
this can be a huge help to your 
charity of choice. Two of the 
most effective methods are Gift 
Aid and payroll giving. Chari-
ties are able to reclaim basic- 
rate tax that a donor has already 
paid on a donation if they have 
signed a Gift Aid declaration. 
This would make a £1 dona-
tion worth £1.25 to the char-
ity. Payroll giving means people 
can give directly to nominated 
charities out of their pay before 
tax is deducted. This means a 
£1 donation would only cost a 
basic-rate taxpayer 80p. 

Support charity events
A number of websites are now 
providing links to good causes to 
which you can donate. Justgiv-
ing.com has helped thousands 
of individuals raise millions of 
pounds for various causes. 

Make a commitment 
Consider making a regular 
donation to a favoured char-
ity – such as by monthly direct 
debit or standing order. The 
Barby Keel Animal Sanctuary 
(www.barbykeel.btck.co.uk) 
in Sidley, East Sussex, for 
example, offers the chance to 
sponsor one of its residents.

Hand over a few pence
Giving to charity doesn’t 
always mean making big  dona-
tions. Even a few pence can 
make an enormous difference. 
For example, if every house-
hold in the UK gave just 25p 
this Christmas it would raise 

more than £6m, according 
to Alison Hutchinson, chief 
executive officer of Pennies, 
the digital charity box. Pen-
nies enables people to donate 
by either pressing ‘YES’ on 
chip & pin machines or click-
ing on the ‘Donate’ button if 
shopping online.

Leaving a legacy
People often leave charita-
ble gifts in their wills. This 
reduces the amount of inher-
itance tax that will need to be 
paid on their estate. Charity 
Commission data shows that 
legacies are worth around 
£2bn-a-year to charities.

Without 
those 
researchers 
I probably 
wouldn’t 
be here 
today
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Share giving
This is a relatively unknown 
way to give to charity, but also 
a tax efficient one. People can 
give shares directly to charity 
as long as they are listed on a 
recognised stock exchange. 
Donors will get full tax relief 
on any capital gains tax. 

Offer to become a volunteer
Money is obviously important 
to any charity but committing 
your time can be as valuable. 
Find out what’s going on in 
your local area or log on to 
TimeBank (timebank.org.uk), 
the national charity inspiring 
people to volunteer.

For me it’s im-
portant to give 
back at Christmas 

so I do this by volunteering 
at my local British Heart 
Foundation (BHF) shop and 
by buying all of my Christ-
mas presents there. I lost 
my parents to heart disease. 
My dad died far too young, 

at 40. He lost his parents 
to heart disease too. My 
mum was diagnosed later 
on, in her sixties, and lived 
until she was 84. They say 
heart disease can effect 
entire families and, sadly, 
in my case that is true. It 
has tried its luck with me. I 
can’t be grateful enough for 

those researchers who are 
discovering new ways to help 
heart patients. Without them 
I probably wouldn’t be here 
today. 

To help give back and to 
raise money for heart disease, 
I’ve volunteered at my local 
BHF shop in Thornbury for 
the past five years. I love it. 
It’s a nice place to be and we 
all work so well as a team. 

I started buying my Christ-
mas gifts from the shop as 
there are just so many inter-
esting things that catch my 
eye while I’m volunteering. 
They have so many unique 
gifts at really low prices, so 
it’s easy to find something 
for all of the family. Best of 
all, 100 per cent of the profits 
raised goes into the fight 
against heart disease.  
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The People’s Champion 
Simon Read

The Chancellor 
has stamped on 
an unfair tax. But 
will the delight of 
 homebuyers mean 
misery for others?

Were you surprised 
by the sudden reform 
of the rules for stamp 
duty on property 
purchases? I certainly 

was. I’ve been calling for ages for a change 
in the tax to make it more fair – and, at a 
stroke, George Osborne did just that on 
Wednesday in his Autumn Statement.

To remind you, he has scrapped the old 
“slab system” where homebuyers paid the 
highest-rate tax on the whole amount. 
That’s been replaced with a way of charging 
that is similar to income tax and, in my 
view, much fairer. In short, homebuyers will 
now only pay tax, or a higher rate of tax, on 
sums above a certain threshold.  

As an example, anyone buying a home 
under the old regime for £185,000 would 
have paid 1 per cent on the full amount, 
working out at £1,850. Now they will pay 
nothing on the first £125,000 and 2 per 
cent on the remaining £60,000, which 
works out at £1,200, or a saving of £650.

The change means stamp duty will be cut 
for 98 per cent of homebuyers, according to 
Mr Osborne. He also said that only homes 
costing more than £937,000 will pay more 
stamp duty under the new system than they 
did under the old.

In other words, the news was good for 
first-time buyers and those purchasing 
average-priced homes, but annoying for 
those buying upmarket. You might think 
that was an odd thing for a Conservative 

Chancellor to do, but that would only be 
if you had forgotten that there’s a general 
election next May.

Will the move be a vote-winner? As I said 
earlier, Mr Osborne has made the tax much 
fairer; It’s a common-sense move rather 
than a tax giveaway. However, I would hope 
that most of us remain cautious about Tory 
plans for the future. 

After the news was announced on 
Wednesday, I spoke to a few people 
who were more or less directly affected. 
One friend completed their home 
purchase a couple of weeks ago and was 
understandably rueful about the few 
thousand that could have been saved had 
they delayed the transaction.

Marie de Freitas had the opposite 
reaction and will now be £3,800 better off 
(see the full story on the right). But with 
a pleasing sense of cynicism, she told me 
she expects to be stung elsewhere by the 
Government to make up for the windfall 
that she enjoyed this week.

Your country needs you ...  
to go massively into debt

 
Cynicism is an important part of any 
journalist’s outlook. I gave a talk at my son’s 
school last month about careers and the 
jobs market. There were one or two other 
dads and former pupils doing the same.

W e ’ v e  Sav e d  £ 3 , 8 0 0
M a R i e  d e  F R e i Ta S ,  3 0

ConSuMeR Money jouRnaliST oF The yeaR

My partner Mike 
and I are buying 
our first house to-

gether and hope to exchange 
next week.  We’re paying 
£310,000 for a three-bed 
home in Bishop’s Stortford, 
Hertfordshire, and have 
pushed our finances to the 
limit. While we both work 
in London – I’m in hospital-
ity and Mike is a jazz pianist 
– we’ve been completely 
priced out of the Capital. So 
the news about stamp duty 
this week has been fantastic. 

I reckon we’ll save £3,800 
on the tax, which, coinciden-
tally, is about what we need 
to replace the 20-year-old 
boiler in the property. It 
was a very welcome piece 
of news but we’re sceptical 
that where we’ve gained this 
week, we’ll end up losing the 
money elsewhere in tax.”
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We were all asked to pass on one bit of 
advice to the pupils based on our personal 
experience, and almost all of the advice was 
a variation of the solid recommendation to 
“work hard”.

Mine was a little different. I told them: 
“Be careful who you trust.” It’s my job to 
question the motives of politicians and 
business leaders and not to take their 
pronouncements at face value. But I also 
told them not to trust colleagues and 
especially their own bosses – as everyone 
has their own agenda and, frankly, no one 
but yourself has your own interests at heart.

There was a great example of that in 
action this week when my colleague Ben 
Chu, our Economics Editor, examined 
the small print in the latest report from 
the Office for Budget Responsibility. He 
discovered that Mr Osborne’s pleasing 
plans to slash the Government’s deficit are 
built on growth underpinned by all of us 
building up whopping loads of new debt.

In short, he’s reckoning on us going on a 
£360bn borrowing binge. That wasn’t the 
headline in his Autumn Statement, was it? 
If he’d been a bit more honest, he would 
presumably have said: “I’ll do all these great 
things for the country if you lot go out and 
spend more than you can afford.”

I’m not suggesting he’s encouraging us 
all into greater debt. But he seems to be 
banking on it. And, as most of us know, 
debt can be a disaster.

While borrowing is fine when you can 

Questions of Cash
Paul Gosling

Co-op Bank and a promised 
call that left me out of sorts 

Q  On 3 November I called 
the Co-operative Bank 
to explain that a health 
insurer would be charging 
£1,370.40 against my 
account. I was told there 
should be no problem with 
the credit card transaction, 
but that if there was the 
bank’s fraud department 
would call me. But when 
the insurer tried to make 
the transaction it was 
declined. I also explained 
that I would be travelling 
throughout South-east Asia 
from January to March next 
year and asked if this could 
be noted. The bank said 
I would have to call from 
each country to advise my 
local number. Is this really 
necessary?  NL, Philippines.  

A  The bank says the 
transaction was declined 
because the insurer 
provided incorrect account 
details. This would not 
generate a call from the 
fraud department as there 
was no attempt to conduct a 
fraudulent transaction. The 
insurer has since provided 
the correct details and the 
payment was processed. But 
the bank accepts it did not 
handle the matter efficiently. 
A spokeswoman says: “We 
accept that [the reader’s] 
calls would have been 
more straightforward had 
we ensured more detailed 
notes on his account had 
been made.” The bank 
apologises and has credited 
your account with a goodwill 
payment of £50, plus a £15 
to cover international calls 
to the bank.

C A N C E R  S U F F E R E R ’ S 
i P H O N E  A N X i E T i E S
Q  In early October I 
updated my phone to an 
iPhone 5S on my contract 
with Three. I was diagnosed 
with cancer in December 
and surgical treatments 
mean I spend quite a lot 
of time in hospitals and 
travelling to and from them. 
It also leads to anxiety when 
my freedom of movement 
or access is restricted. I 
now find the handset has 
three faults: the screen 
does not always allow me 
to access my contacts list, 
I can’t always answer calls 
and the phone sometimes 
gets very hot. We tried to 
return the handset to the 
store where we bought 
it, where the manager 
accepted there was a fault 

but refused to change the 
phone as the fault could 
not be demonstrated. He 
suggested we take the 
handset to an Apple store 
– the nearest one is 32 
miles away. But when we 
went we were told we had 
to make an appointment 
and there wasn’t one for 
two days. My husband went 
back to Three, insisting it 
was their responsibility as 
the contract was with them. 
They again refused.  SB, 
Oxfordshire.

A  Three has now provided 
you with a new phone and 
given you a direct contact 
number for if you have 
any further problems. A 
spokeswoman says: “We’ve 
resolved the issue with the 
customer and apologise for 
the inconvenience caused.” 
We wish you well with your 
treatment.

FAU lT y vA lv E  i S S U E 
w i T H  m y v w  G O l F
Q  I have a VW Golf Mark 
VI, bought new in 2009. 
A couple of weeks ago it 
broke down. The diagnosis 
was the failure of the EGR 
Valve, with a total repair 
cost of nearly £1,000. 
Other Mark VI owners 
have had similar problems 
and complaints to VW 
dealerships had resulted in 
“goodwill” reductions on 
bills of around 50 per cent. 
Surely valves should last 
the life of an engine and 
VW should recall the model 
and fix the fault. VW does 
not accept this, but my VW 
garage has matched the 50 
per cent “goodwill” offer.  
BC, Somerset.

 
A  Volkswagen UK 
conducted its own 
investigation at our request, 
and has rejected your 
argument. A spokeswoman 
says: “The car does not 
have a full Volkswagen UK 
franchised service history 
and we do not have any 
evidence of prior repairs.” 
VW therefore declines to 
provide support beyond 
the 50 per cent reduction 
on the repair bill previously 
agreed.

Questions of Cash cannot 
give individual advice. 
But we’ll do our best 
to help if you have a 
financial dilemma. Email 
us at: questionsofcash@
independent.co.uk

afford the repayments, that won’t be the 
case if something happens to disturb the 
equation – such as losing your job.

It’s not just on a personal level that debt 
can prove problematic. If we all build up the 
kind of debt the Chancellor is banking on, 
we could end up on a collective financial 
precipice where a problem or two will leave 
us scurrying to cut credit costs. And that 
would reduce growth. In short, his move 
looks like a road back to the bad old days of 
boom and bust. 

That could happen sooner than he thinks. 
The comparison site uSwitch.com predicts 
that 15 million Brits will be forced to borrow 
money to afford Christmas this year, with 
33 per cent putting their presents on 
plastic.

Think your energy bill is high? 
You ain’t seen nothing yet 

 
There also appears to be another hidden 
sting in the Autumn Statement – this time 
one that will hit energy consumers, or 
anyone who pays for gas and electricity.

 Mr Osborne announced that levies on 
energy companies are set to rise by £6.3bn 
over the next seven years. So what? Who do 
you think will end up paying for those extra 
levies?  That’s right, you and me.

In short, the chance of more price 
rises in the coming years has increased 
significantly. So while a typical domestic 
energy bill currently stands at £1,330, 
according to the industry watchdog Ofgem, 
it has been predicted that it will climb to 
£2,000.

In fact, the comparison site 
energyhelpline.com reckons that bills will 
continue to rise by between 5 per cent 
and 10 per cent a year over the long term. 
After this week’s news, it warned that the 
£2,000 energy bill will be reached in just 
five years. 

A little too much information 
about pension reforms 

 
For a change, there was little of note 
about pensions in the Autumn Statement. 
That was a bit of a relief. We’re already 
going through the biggest shake-up in the 
pensions system for many decades – one 
that has left financial firms, and most 
people planning for retirement, scratching 
their heads as they try to work out the right 
course of action.

Don’t get me wrong, the pension 
freedoms announced in March’s Budget 
were great news. But the changes have 
led to a whole new world of confusing 
buzzwords that have made it harder to 
know what to do  for the best.

We’ve had firms offering  pension credit 
cards, and there have been warnings about  
pension liberation. Meanwhile, many of the 
bigger firms are working to launch pension 
passports. I’ve made a 
video explaining some 
of these terms, which 
you can watch at ind.
pn/1zLQn8c.

‘We’re 
sceptical 
that where 
we’ve gained 
this week,’ 
says Marie 
de Freitas, 
‘we’ll end 
up losing 
the money 
elsewhere in 
tax’ CHARLIE 
FORGHAM-
BAILEy

s.read@independent.co.uk
twitter: @simonnread
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N O - N O T I C E  A C C O U N T S  ( W I T H  B O N U S )

Provider Deposit Notice/term  AER Contact 

Tesco £1 Instant 1.40%  tescobank.com
Post Office £1 Instant 1.40%  postoffice.co.uk
The AA £1,000 Instant 1.40%  theaa.com
BM Savings £1,000 Instant 1.35%  bmsavings.co.uk
Post Office £500 Instant 1.00%  postoffice.co.uk
Halifax £1 Instant 0.75%  halifax.co.uk
All products subject to change without notice. Introductory rates for a limited period.  

N O - N O T I C E  A C C O U N T S  ( W I T H O U T  B O N U S )

Provider Deposit Notice/term  AER Contact 

ICICI Bank £1 Instant 1.40% icicibank.co.uk
Coventry BS £500 Instant* 1.40% 08457 66 55 22
Kent Reliance £1,000 Instant 1.25% 08451 22 00 22
State Bank of India UK £500 Instant 1.25% sbiukonlinesavings.com
Virgin Money £1 Instant 1.21% virginmoney.com
Nationwide BS £1 Instant 1.20% nationwide.co.uk

All products subject to change without notice. * Withdrawal conditions apply

F I X E D  C A S H  I S A s
Provider Deposit Notice/term  AER Contact

Coventry BS £1 30-Nov-18 2.40% nt 08457 66 55 22
Virgin Money £1 24-Dec-17 2.15% t virginmoney.com
The AA £1 2 Years 2.00% t theaa.com
Julian Hodge Bank £5,000 1 Year 1.75% t 08008 40 28 10
Post Office £500 1 Year 1.70% t 08001 69 75 00

All products subject to change without notice.     t =  Transfers in allowed   nt = No transfers in allowed             

V A R I A B L E  C A S H  I S A s
Provider Deposit Notice/term  AER Contact 

Post Office £100 Instant    1.55% t b       postoffice.co.uk
NS&I £1 Instant    1.50% nt       nsandi.com
Sainsbury’s Bank £500 Instant    1.45% t          sainsburysbank.co.uk
Tesco Bank £1 Instant    1.45% t b       tescobank.com
Coventry BS £1 Instant    1.40% t          08457 66 55 22

All products subject to change without notice.     t = Transfers allowed    b = Bonus rate applies  nt = No transfers in allowed

F I X E D - R A T E  B O N D S
Provider Deposit Notice/term  AER Contact 

Secure Trust Bank £1,000 31-Jan-20 3.01% securetrustbank.com
Shawbrook Bank £5,000 3 Years 2.50% shawbrook.co.uk
Shawbrook Bank £1,000 2 Years 2.25% shawbrook.co.uk
Yorkshire BS £1,000 30-Apr-16 1.90% ybs.co.uk
FirstSave £1,000 1 Year 1.85% firstsave.co.uk
All products subject to change without notice. 

N O T I C E  A C C O U N T S
Provider Deposit Notice/term  AER Contact  
Shawbrook Bank £1,000 120 Days 1.85% shawbrook.co.uk
GE Capital Direct £500 100 Days 1.55% gecapitaldirect.co.uk
Shawbrook Bank £1,000 95 Days 1.45% shawbrook.co.uk
Kent Reliance £1,000 60 Days 1.35% kentreliance.co.uk
Post Office £500 30 Days 1.35%* 08001 69 75 00
All products subject to change without notice.      * Bonus rate applies  

m O N T H L y  I N T E R E S T  A C C O U N T S

Provider Deposit Notice/term  AER Contact 

Post Office £1 Instant 1.40% * postoffice.co.uk
Coventry BS £500 Instant** 1.40%  08457 66 55 22
State Bank of India UK £500 Instant 1.25%  sbiukonlinesavings.com
Kent Reliance £1,000 Instant 1.25%  08451 22 00 22
Virgin Money £1 Instant 1.21%  virginmoney.com
All products subject to change without notice.      * Bonus rate applies   ** Withdrawal conditions apply          

R E g U L A R  S A V E R  A C C O U N T S

Provider Deposit Notice/term  AER Contact 

Furness BS £1 Instant 2.55%* 0800 83 43 12
Leek United BS £25 Instant 2.25%** 08000 93 00 02
Market Harborough  £10 Instant 2.00%** mhbs.co.uk
Halifax £25 1 Year 2.00%* halifax.co.uk
Principality BS £20 1 Year 2.00%* principality.co.uk

All products subject to change without notice.  * Withdrawal conditions apply      ** Conditions and bonus rate apply

C H I L D R E N ’ S  S A V I N g S  A C C O U N T S

Provider Deposit Notice/term  AER Contact 

Halifax £10 12 Months 6.00% Via Branch
Barclays £5 Instant 3.50%* Via Branch 
Nationwide BS £1 Instant 3.00%* Via Branch
Newcastle BS £1 Instant 3.00%** 08456 00 43 68
HSBC £10 Instant 3.00%** Via Branch

All products subject to change without notice.     * Withdrawal conditions apply   ** Conditional bonus applies

H I g H E S T  C R E D I T  I N T E R E S T

Provider In credit rate Overdraft rate Contact 

TSB 5.00% a b 19.94% c tsb.co.uk
Nationwide BS 5.00% a b 0.00% c nationwide.co.uk
Santander 3.00%  a d  0.00% e 08007 07 66 92
Tesco Bank 3.00% a 18.90% tescobank.com
Halifax £5.00 a f £1 Per Day g 08457 20 30 40
Clydesdale Bank 2.00% a   9.90% cbonline.co.uk
 
a  Monthly minimum contribution applies   b  Intro variable rate for a limited period   c Fee free for 12 months  
d Conditions and monthly fee apply  e Interest free for 4 months  f Payment of £5.00 made each month  g  Charges tiered from £1 to £3 
depending on overdraft balance   

L O W E S T  O V E R D R A F T  R A T E S
Provider Authorised EAR Unauthorised EAR Contact 

Nationwide BS a 0.00%*            £5 per Day nationwide.co.uk
Norwich & Peterborough BS a 0.00%** 17.90% 08453 00 25 11
Santander a c 0.00%***        £6 per Day 08007 07 66 92
Clydesdale Bank a 9.90% 29.99% cbonline.co.uk
M&S Bank  15.90%              15.90% marksandspencer.com
first direct a 15.90%              15.90% firstdirect.com

All products subject to change without notice.      * Fee free for 12 Months   ** Interest free for 6 Months  *** Interest free for 4 
months    a Monthly minimum contribution applies  c Conditions and monthly fee apply

B E S T  B U y  L O A N S
Lender Representative Amount Total charge Total

  APR  per month for credit repaid

Sainsbury’s Bank 3.9% £183.41 £1,004 £11,004
Representative example: Figures based on £10,000 over 5 years with an interest rate of 3.9%, p.a.,  
the Representative APR  is 3.9% 

Hitachi 4.0% £183.83 £1,029 £11,029
Representative example: Figures based on £10,000 over 5 years with an interest rate of 4.0%,  
p.a., the Representative APR  is 4.0% 

Tesco Bank 4.1% £184.27 £1,056 £11,056
Representative example: Figures based on £10,000 over 5 years with an interest rate of 4.1%, p.a.,  
the Representative APR  is 4.1% 

The AA* 4.1% £184.28 £1,056 £11,056
Representative example: Figures based on £10,000 over 5 years with an interest rate of 4.1%, p.a.,  
the Representative APR  is 4.1% 

M&S Bank 4.2% £184.70 £1,082 £11,082
Representative example: Figures based on £10,000 over 5 years with an interest rate of 4.2%, p.a.,  
the Representative APR  is 4.2% 

All products subject to change without notice.    * Via moneysupermarket.com

Must be a M&S existing customer aged 30 or a homeowner 
                    

Lender Pay Rate APR* Period  max     Fee Contact 
     LTV

S h o r t  t e r m  f i x e d - r a t e  m o r t g a g e S 

Chelsea BS 1.38% 4.9% 31-Jan-17 65% £1,545**    08451 20 08 42
Yorkshire BS 1.39% 4.5% 31-Jan-17 65% £845**       08451 20 08 74
Chelsea BS 2.14% 4.7% 31-Jan-18 65% £1,545**    08451 20 08 42
Yorkshire BS 2.18% 4.4% 31-Jan-18 65% £845**       08451 20 08 74

l o n g  t e r m  f i x e d - r a t e  m o r t g a g e S 
HSBC 2.48% 3.5%       28-Feb-20 60% £999           08000 22 35 88
Leeds BS 2.59% 4.6%       31-Jan-20 65% £1,999            08450 50 50 75
Post Office 2.68% 3.9%       31-Dec-19 60% £995            08000 77 80 33
first direct 2.73% 3.5%       5 Years 65% £1,450            0800 48 24 48

9 0 %  l t V  m o r t g a g e S 
Leek United BS (D) 2.49% 5.0% 2 Years 90% £595        08000 93 00 04 
Chelsea BS (F) 2.89% 5.3% 31-Jan-17 90% £1,545**    08451 20 08 42 
Yorkshire BS (F) 2.94% 4.8% 31-Jan-17 90% £845**       08451 20 08 74
Post Office (F) 2.95% 4.3% 31-Dec-16 90% £995          08000 77 80 33 

B a S e  r a t e  t r a c k e r  m o r t g a g e S
TSB 1.34% 3.8% 30-Apr-17 60%  £2,260      08000 56 10 88
Post Office 1.39% 4.1% 31-Dec-16 60%  £1,495       08000 77 80 33
Yorkshire BS 1.44% 4.5% 31-Jan-17 65%  £345**        08451 20 08 74
Nationwide BS 1.44% 3.6% 2 Years 60%  £999        08000 30 40 48
 

d i S c o u n t  m o r t g a g e S 
HSBC 0.99% 3.7% 2 Years 60% £1,499 08000 22 35 88
Principality BS 1.50% 4.7% 31-Dec-16 65% £994      08006 78 10 00
Skipton BS  1.59% 4.8% 2 Years 60% £995 08458 50 17 55

o f f S e t  m o r t a g e S 
Chelsea BS (F) 1.58% 4.9% 31-Jan-17 65% £1,545**    08451 20 08 42
Yorkshire BS (F) 1.59% 4.5% 31-Jan-17 65% £845**      08451 20 08 74
first direct (BRT) 1.59% 3.6% 2 Years 65% £1,450         0800 48 24 46

(D) = Discount rate   (F) = Fixed Rate  (BRT) = Base Rate Tracker   * Denotes overall cost for comparsion   
** A £130 processing fee also applies     
 Your home may be repossesed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.  
All products subject to change without notice.  Lenders standard redemption conditions may also apply.   

B A L A N C E  T R A N S F E R S

Lender Type Balance Transfer Fee Representative             Contact 
     APR (variable)
Barclaycard* Visa 0% 34 months 2.99% 18.9%   barclaycard.co.uk
Representative example: If you spend £1,200 at a purchase rate of 18.9% p.a, your Representative APR will be 18.9% (variable)

Halifax MasterCard 0% 33 months 2.80% 18.9% halifax.co.uk
Representative example: If you spend £1,200 at a purchase rate of 18.95% p.a, your Representative APR will be 18.9% (variable)

Lloyds Bank MasterCard 0% 33 months 2.85% 18.9% lloydsbank.com
Representative example: If you spend £1,200 at a purchase rate of 18.94% p.a, your Representative APR will be 18.9% (variable)

Sainsbury’s Bank MasterCard 0% 33 months 2.89% 18.9% sainsburysbank.co.uk
Representative example: If you spend £1,200 at a purchase rate of 18.95% p.a, your Representative APR will be 18.9% (variable)

APR = Annual Percentage Rate  All products subject to change without notice.    * Must have an income of over £20,000   

I N T R O D U C T O R y  P U R C H A S E  R A T E S

Lender Type Purchases Balance Transfer Representative             Contact 
     APR (variable)
Halifax MasterCard 0% 20 months 0% 6 months 18.9% halifax.co.uk
Representative example: If you spend £1,200 at a purchase rate of 18.95% p.a., your Representative APR will be 18.9% (variable) 

M&S Bank MasterCard 0% 19 months 0% 15 months 18.9%       bank.marksandspencer.com
Representative example: If you spend £1,200 at an annual rate of 18.9% p.a., your Representative APR will be 18.9% (variable) 

Clydesdale Bank MasterCard 0% 19 months 0% 12 months 18.9% cbonline.co.uk
Representative example: If you spend £1,200 at an annual rate of 18.9% p.a., your Representative APR will be 18.9% (variable) 

Tesco Bank MasterCard 0% 19 months 0% 3 months 18.9% tescobank.com
Representative example: If you spend £1,200 at a purchase rate of 18.9% p.a., your Representative APR will be 18.9% (variable) 

APR = Annual Percentage Rate  All products subject to change without notice. . 

Source: moneySupermarket.com  MoneySuperMarket House, CH5 3UZ
MoneySuperMarket is free and independent. Rates correct at 4 December 2014
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m o n e y a l e r t s tat e  p e n s i o n  i n c r e a s e

f i v e  q u e s t i o n s  o n  p h o n e  s c a m s

This information is provided by Moneysupermarket.com in good faith: neither that 
company nor The Independent can be responsible for its accuracy. It should not be 
relied upon in any investment decision, for which you should consider professional 
advice. The price of investments can go up as well as down and past performance 
cannot be relied upon as a guide to future performance.

The basic state pension will 
climb by 2.5 per cent in April, the 
Government confirmed yesterday. 
That means a single person will get 
an extra £2.85 a week, bringing 
their total to £115.95.

The pension is increasing at 
around twice the rate of inflation 
because of the “Triple Lock” policy, 
which commits the Government to 
whichever is the highest – 2.5 per 
cent, the rise in inflation, or the rise 
in average earnings.

Meanwhile, around 900,000 of 
the poorest pensioners will receive 
a further boost because the rise has 
also been applied to the standard 

minimum guarantee in pension 
credit. This means the guarantee will 
climb to £151.20 from April 2015.

However, Morten Nilsson of the 
provider NOW: Pensions warned 
pre-retirement savers that regular 
increases in the state pension 
shouldn’t lull them into a false sense 
of security.

“Research we recently conducted 
with 100 cross-party MPs revealed 
that nearly one in six think the state 
pension will be extinct in 30 years’ 
time – or, if there is one, that it will 
be at a considerably lower level.” 

                 Simon Read

Are people still falling for these?  
They sure are. There was an alarming 
threefold rise to £23.9m in the amount 
of money lost to phone scammers last 
year, according to Financial Fraud 
Action UK.

How do they work?  
The scams centre on fraudsters 
tricking victims into believing they 
are speaking to a police officer or 
bank staff, or a representative of 
another trusted organisation, such 
as a computer company. The crooks 
then try to get people to reveal 
passwords or hand over cash or plastic 
to someone claiming to be a courier 
who will hold it for safe keeping. The 
con can include asking for card details, 
four-digit PINs and passwords. 
Sometimes fraudsters try to persuade 
their victims to transfer money to 
other accounts, hand over bank cards 
directly to a courier, or withdraw 
money from a branch.

How do they trick people into 
believing them?  
The fraudsters use the clever deceit 

of encouraging their victims to call the 
bank or police to verify their identity. 
But they actually stay on the line, 
which can remain open for up to two 
minutes. When the victim picks up the 
phone to make what they assume is a 
new call, the criminal’s accomplice is 
there to fool them into believing that 
they are now connected to the bank or 
a police officer.

How can you spot a fraudster?  
If anyone rings you claiming to be from 
the police or your bank, and asking for 
personal or financial details, they’re 
lying. “The bank or the police will 
never tell you to take such actions, 
so if you’re asked, it can only be a 
criminal attack,” says DCI Perry 
Stokes, head of the police’s Dedicated 
Cheque and Plastic Crime Unit.

What should you do if you’re targeted?  
“Wait five minutes and call your bank, 
preferably from a different telephone, 
if you have even the slightest doubt,” 
advises DCI Stokes.

  Simon Read
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No Pain, No Gain

The high spirits have abated, 
but Marston’s still has pedigree

DEREK PAIN

Shares in Marston’s, the 
brewer, pub owner and long- 
time constituent of the No 
Pain, No Gain portfolio, have 
suffered since hitting their 
high point.

The group has not had to 
issue a profit warning, as so 
many others have, but booze 
shares have not been in par-
ticularly high spirits and quite 
a few of them have felt the eco-
nomic pinch.

Last year Marston’s hit 
165p. The price has since fal-
tered, and as I write, it is down 
to 143p, despite quite encour-
aging results. 

Pre-tax profits were slightly 
lower at £83m, due to a 
shorter working year and pub 
disposals. But a series of one 
off, non-cash charges, often 
relating to pub sales and oner-
ous leases, left the Pedigree 
and Brakspear brewer nursing 
a £50.7m loss. 

Nearly 400 pubs, mostly 
relatively small with few din-
ing facilities, were sold dur-
ing the year and a further 200 
are due for the chop this year, 
leaving about 1,500 outlets. 

The 100th new-build pub/
restaurant was opened in 
September and a further 25 
are due to appear this finan-
cial year. 

The resultant estate will 
be composed mostly of man-
aged pub-restaurants and 
franchised pubs – a combi-
nation that should take them 
out of reach of the House of 
Commons vote that, if it ever 
becomes law, will adversely 
influence the tenanted pub 
side of the industry.

Marston’s range of beers 
did well with the Hobgob-
lin brand scoring during the 
Halloween period, lifting its 
year’s sales by 4 per cent. 

The year’s dividend is 
increased 5 per cent to 6.7p 
a share and chairman Ralph 
Findlay is confident the 
group’s reshaping is nearly 
over. He says a good start has 
been made to the current year 
and adds: “There are some 
signs of modest economic 
improvement.” 

Stockbroker The Share 
Centre is among the City fra-
ternities saying buy. 

The latest recruit to the port-
folio, the aspiring restaurant 
chain Fulham Shore, enjoyed 
quite a feast after I selected 
the shares and wrote about 
the company in this column 
last Saturday. The difference 
between my 9.5p price and 
the Friday close of 12.125p was 

quite substantial. I am sorry 
any reader attempting to fol-
low my guidance would have to 
swallow such a disadvantage.  

I feel the shares – as I write, 
they are 14p – are still worth 
while, but some of their 
attraction has obviously 
been dissipated by such an 
advance.

Some years ago, when I 
descended on another restau-
rant group, Prezzo, the shares 
jumped between putting pen 
to paper and publication. 
Yet anyone who ignored the 

increase eventually made a 
substantial profit.

Last  week I  wondered 
whether the brewer Greene 
King was still prepared to 
capture another constituent, 
the Spirit Pub Co. My doubts 
stemmed from the controver-
sial Commons vote relating to 
tenanted pubs. Well, it seems 
the deal will go ahead. Docu-
ments will be out before Christ-
mas and the scheme of arrange-
ment should be completed in 
the first half of next year.

I have already indicated that 
I will sell before the conclu-
sion of a bid that is mostly in 
shares. I have nothing against 
the brewer but acceptance 
would jeopardise the port-
folio’s policy of pumping 
£5,000 into each constituent. 
With Spirit shares above 100p, 
the portfolio will have more 
than doubled its money.

With the Spirit reward, 
the portfolio has, despite 
descending on Fulham, quite 
a cash pile that I will use for 
additions. I certainly don’t 
intend it to burn a hole in the 
portfolio’s pocket.

yourmoney@independent.co.uk

SHARE PRICE, PENCE
MARSTON’S

SOURCE: DIGITAL LOOK
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With a good start to the 
current year, there are 
some signs of modest 
economic improvement

Keep the faith in M&G Recovery. 
The wheel could turn full circle

mARK DAmPIER

The Analyst

I have been asked the same 
question on a number of occa-
sions over the past year: when 
will the M&G Recovery fund 
recover? 

The fund was launched in 
1969 and has been managed 
by only three people since, all 
of whom have maintained the 
same philosophy. The current 
manager, Tom Dobell, has 
been at the helm for 14 years, 
and until three years ago the 
fund had performed excep-
tionally well. After its recent 
poor performance, some com-
mentators said it had become 
a victim of its own success, 
ballooning in size as interest 
from investors grew. 

It is true that an influx of 
money can cause indigestion 
for fund managers. However, 
I think it’s all too easy to use 
this as an excuse. 

I have spoken to Mr Dobell 
a number of times over the 
past few years. I think he 
would admit he originally 
ran some of his winners for 
a little longer than he should 
have done. But the reality is 
that all good active manag-
ers go through poor spells. 
Throughout my career, the 
same has happened with sev-
eral talented fund managers, 
in my view, including Neil 
Woodford, Anthony Bolton 
and Angus Tulloch. 

When this happens, it 
brings one key question into 
focus: as an investor, do you 

have real conviction in the 
fund manager? If you do, while 
periods of underperform-
ance will prove unpleasant, 
you should at least anticipate 
that the manager will make it 
through the ordeal at some 
stage, provided their proc-
ess and philosophy remains 
unchanged.

The problem tends to stem 
from a lack of patience among 
portfolio managers and fund 
investors. After all, there will 
always be times when some 
funds do better than oth-
ers. I believe that one of the 
reasons for diversifying is to 
invest with managers with 
dissimilar styles, so that each 
fund within a portfolio fires 
at different times. This point 
seems too quickly forgotten. 
For instance, there is too much 
pressure on today’s media to 
produce content – highlight-
ing poor performance becomes 
an easy story to write.

I admit I can be accused of 
being patient for far too long. 
This leads itself to another 
question I am often asked: 

when do you sell a fund that is 
struggling? I do not have a pre-
cise timescale, but I have seen 
plenty of successful managers 
out of sorts for three years or 
more, who have subsequently 
made a comeback. It might 
feel uneasy at the time, but 
sometimes doing nothing is 
the hardest thing to do when 
it comes to investment.

I highlight Mr Dobell as he 
has recently received poor 
press for the fund’s holding in 
the insurance claims proces-
sor Quindell; he seems to have 
suffered disproportionately 
more than others who have 
also held the stock. But it is 
in his nature to take risks. He 
often purchases stocks that 
nobody else will touch and 
therein lies the opportunity. 
That said, it does mean things 
will, and do, go wrong.

In the case of Quindell, 
the easy solution would be to 
walk away. Unlike many fund 
managers, Mr Dobell is not 
frightened to get his hands 
dirty in order to set company 
management and corporate 

governance on the right track. 
The stock has cost the fund 
about 0.6 per cent, and while 
the manager is not happy 
about this, it is not a disaster. 
He hopes to salvage the situa-
tion and time will tell whether 
this can be done. 

Other holdings that have 
had a tough time include the 
oil and mining stocks, some of 
which have close connections 
with Africa. The fall in com-
modities prices, coupled with 
the Ebola outbreak, has hardly 
helped sentiment towards 
these stocks. That said, with a 
portfolio of 82 stocks, I would 
expect to see some winners 
come through. Indeed, a bid 
for one of the portfolio hold-
ings was made just last week 
(at the time of writing). 

In conclusion, I still have 
confidence in Mr Dobell. He 
is acutely aware that the last 
few years have been difficult 
and he is doing everything in 
his power to get through this 
rough patch for his investors. 

Periods such as this are part 
and parcel of recovery invest-
ing and a long-term outlook 
is essential. If you have real 
belief in Mr Dobell’s process, 
I would suggest holding on a 
bit longer. 

If I’m right, the M&G Recov-
ery fund will be a great recovery 
story in its own right.

mired in the black stuff: holdings in oil have not been kind to the fund recently but a long-term investment outlook is vital AFP/GETTy

M&G RECOVERY  
% GROWTH, YEARS

F U N D  F A C T  B O X

Managed by Tom Dobell
Launch Date 23 May 1969

Initial charge 1.00%
Annual Charge 0.75%

1 3 5

BEATING THE BENCHMARK
% GROWTH

 µ M&G RECOVERY  µ FTSE ALL SHARESOURCE: HARGREAVES LANSDOWN

Yield 1.59%
Fund size £5,579m

M&G Recovery

FTSE All Share
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Mark Dampier is head of 
research at Hargreaves 
Lansdown, the asset 
 manager, financial adviser 
and stockbroker. For more 
details about the funds in this 
 column, visit www.hl.co.uk
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We’re having a baby – 
I won’t get the Banana 
Splits for Christmas
Somewhere in the minds of each of those 
people who share your bloodline or your 
name, there resides a number. This figure 
represents an amount of money that these 
people – your family, basically – are prepared 
to spend on you at Christmas. (This is 
assuming that both they and you follow 
either the Judao-Christian perception of 
Christmas, or the more economically fluid 
Argos-Amazon translation.) 

Either way, you have some gaudy, 
beribboned boxes coming your way in a 
few weeks – and how big or small they are, 
and how numerous, will depend on the 
aforementioned number stored in the brains 
of the familial co-stars in your grand drama. 

Of course, these numbers are not carved 
in stone. Like pre-election poll results, they 
are able and liable to go up and down, being 
symbiotically linked to the general mood 
abroad – that is to say, how much you are 
considered by others to be either a genuinely 
nice sort or a genuinely enormous bellend.

My wife and I are having a baby. I mention 
this only because it is perhaps one of the 
only life events that will make our friends 
and family reassess that number in their 
heads. If your Aunt Michelle normally spent 

around £25 on you (the DVD 
boxset kind of gift), the fact 
that your wife has a small child 
inside her body is bound to 
make Michelle think twice. She 
actually has the opportunity to 
save herself a bit of cash. Throw 
£20 around online and she can 
definitely secure a nice woollen 
blanket or plush gonk that can 
be “for, you know …” as she 
nods at your wife’s O2 belly. 

Thus she keeps the other 
fiver, which she can add to the 
£40 she was already going to 

spend on Ian, her divorced lodger with the 
tight golf slacks. 

We are grateful that she has forked out for 
the baby’s blanket/gonk needs, and so won’t 
bother to question why she has failed to give 
me the boxset of classic episodes of The 
Banana Splits, which I had specifically hinted 
would go down a treat. 

The advent of the baby (and I use the 
word “advent” purely in its non-Messianic 
sense ... I’m certainly in no way suggesting 
that my offspring will have magic powers 
or anything approaching a halo), of course, 
also means that we can save ourselves a few 
quid. When Uncle Arnold starts thumbing 
a Robert Dyas catalogue in your face and 
bemoaning the quality of his old power drill, 
all you need do is repeat the nod towards 
Mrs MacInnes’ belly and make a few noises 
about “keeping it real” and “everyone just 
having to understand that we won’t be 
spending too much on anyone, due to the ... 
well, you know.”

Leaving levity aside (at which I, of course, 
excel), if anyone is stocking up on baby stuff 
like us, you could do worse than sign up to 
your local freecycle.org network. We have 
already got an Ikea cot and nappy-changing 
table for nothing. And nothing is my 
favourite number of all. 

Penalties of an early Christmas payday

SIMON READ

Bargain Hunter

Fancy driving a £250,000 
Bentley Continental GT3-R 
– on ice? That’s the €11,340 
prize – in fact there are two 
up for grabs – in a sea-
sonal competition from the 
luxury car maker.

But it’s also a fundraiser 
for the Care2Save, the 
charity that grew out of 
the fundraising team at St 
Luke’s Hospice, in Wins-
ford, Cheshire, which 
is not far from Bentley’s 
headquarters in Crewe . 

The charity  works to help 
people around the world in 
need of palliative and hos-
pice care.

Entries to the Bentley 
competition are £1 each, 
with no limit on how many 
times you can enter, with 
all proceeds going to Care-
2Save. On offer are two 
spaces on Bentley’s Power 
On Ice – a driving experi-
ence on the lakes of north-
ern Finland in February. 

The winners will get the 
first-ever chance to drive the 
new Continental GT3-R, 
Bentley’s most dynamic and 
powerful luxury road car, 
on ice. During the four-day 
adventure, they will also 

be able to drive a range of 
Bentley cars. You can enter 
the competition – which 
runs until 8 January 2015 – at 
bentley.care2save.co.uk.

Winter holiday rooms for 
£35 or less at Travelodge   
The hotel chain is offering 
200,000 rooms for £35 or 
less over the school holiday 
period, although the offer 
doesn’t apply to London 
hotels.

Breaks must take place 
between 19 December 2014 
and 5 January 2015 To book 
a £35 room go to trav-
elodge.co.uk. 

Think small with American 
Express and earn credit   
The American Express 
Shop Small promotion 
launches today and runs 
until 21 December. During 
that time, card members 
can get a £5 credit state-
ment when they spend £10 
in any participating local 
independent business. 

They can use the deal 
once at each participating 
business but there’s no 
overall cap on the number 
of times they can take up 
the offer. To register your 
card go to amexshopsmall.
co.uk/register.

In the beginning there were 
pancakes going cheap   
Genesis Crafty pancakes are 
on promotion in Sainsbury’s 
until  9 December. “Big 
Pancakes” are on offer at 
£2 for two packs, instead of 
£1.39 for one pack of four.
 
Cash in on chips with a spe-
cial offer at Sainsbury’s   
Manomasa tortilla chips will 
be half-price in Sainsbury’s 
from 10 to 24 December. 
They come in Chipotle & 
Lime and White Cheddar 
flavours and will be offered 
at £1 each instead of £2.

Take a Christmas getaway 
and feel the spirit of Mozart    
Feel like escaping the UK 
this Christmas? You could 
head to the fringes of the 
Alps on 23 or 24 December 
and save £320 through a VI 
hotel deal in Salzburg, the 
birthplace of Mozart.

From £270.26 per per-
son, the deal includes three 
nights in a deluxe double 
room, five-course Christ-
mas menu on 24 December, 
and a four-course gala din-
ner on Christmas Day. Get 
full details at bit.ly/1tQfnY8. 

you could earn the chance to drive a Continental GT3-R on ice 

The advent 
of the 
baby 
means we 
can save 
ourselves a 
few quid

Win a Bentley competition to be  
driving in a winter wonderland

The run up to Christmas is 
the most expensive time of 
the year for many of us, so it’s 
a great help if your employer 
enters into the festive spirit 
and pays your December sal-
ary a week or two in advance.

This could be a godsend 
when faced with the cost of 
presents, festive food and 
drink and nights out celebrat-
ing with family and friends.

However the downside of 
getting paid that bit earlier 
means it’s even easier to lose 
track of debit card transactions 
and direct debits, particularly 
when your next payday could 
be up to six weeks away.

Failing to keep tabs on your 
current account balance could 
mean you exceed your agreed 
overdraft limit and face a big 
bank charges bill come the 
first few weeks of 2015.

That’s not the best way to 
kick off the New Year, particu-
larly as you’ll have the post-

Christmas credit card bills to 
deal with, too.

If you don’t already have an 
agreed overdraft in place or 
you think you could do with a 
little more financial breathing 
space over the festive period, 
speak to your bank or build-
ing society now, to arrange 
an authorised overdraft suf-
ficient to see you through to 
the end of January.

It’s usually a simple and 
pain-free process and can be 
arranged very quickly either 
online, by phone or face to 
face if you pop down to your 
local branch.

Once you’ve got your safety 
net arranged, make sure you 
keep a close eye on your bal-
ance – there’s no excuse not to 
these days, with the informa-
tion available 24/7 online, on 
your smartphone, tablet or via 
an ATM.

To emphasise the impor-
tance of staying within your 
agreed limit, I looked at how 
much it could cost you if your 
bank allows you to drift £200 
over your limit, courtesy of 
two £100 debit card payments 

and your account remains 
overdrawn by this amount for 
seven days, until your January 
salary is received.

The numbers are too big 
to ignore, with customers of 
Lloyds Bank account facing 
a bill of £76, NatWest cus-
tomers £48, Santander £42 
and Halifax and Barclays £35 
– so it’s definitely worth being 
a little proactive and getting 
your finances organised.

One of the biggest prob-
lems people have with unau-
thorised overdraft charges 
is that there’s no common 
policy among banks; some 
charge fees daily, some charge 
monthly, some do both and 
the level of charges varies 
widely. But whichever tariff 
you’re signed up to, it can end 
up hitting your pocket hard.

Once Christmas is over and 
you know where you stand 
financially, it may be worth 
considering clearing your 
overdraft once and for all. For 
personal loans of £2,000 or 
£3,000 you’ll find that high-
street bank rates are well 
into double figures; however 

there are cheaper options: 
loans of £2,000 from Zopa 
and RateSetter are currently 
being charged at 7.8 per cent 
APR and 8.2 per cent APR 
respectively. Another option 
worth considering is the low 
rate credit card from MBNA, 
which charges a rate of 6.6 per 
cent APR but, unlike other 
plastic, enables you to trans-
fer money from the card into 
your bank account and doesn’t 
charge a fee for doing so.

It can prove a cost effective 
way of eradicating an expen-
sive overdraft, as long as you 
are disciplined and pay down 
the card balance each month 
until it’s cleared.

If you keep on top of your 
spending and stay within your 
agreed limit, then the charg-
es you incur will be minimal, 
and at least you won’t give 
the banks a chance to spoil 
your Christmas and New Year 
 celebrations.

NUMBERS OF 
THE WEEk

2.5%
rise in state 

pension 

£23.9m
lost to phone 

scammers 
last year 

£1.5bn
worth of 
overpaid 

energy bills

In the Red

DONALD MacINNES

ANDREW HAggER

Money Insider

Got any deals or discounts to 
share with readers? Send 
details and deadlines to your 
money@independent.co.uk

Twitter.com/DonaldAMacInnes

A n d r e w  H a g g e r  i s  a n  
independent personal finance 
analyst from www.money 
comms.co.uk
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STuck oN THE coNcISE croSSworD? 
Then call our solutions line on 0906 
751 0240. Calls cost 77p/min from  
a BT landline plus any network extras. 
If you are having trouble accessing the 
number, please call our helpdesk on 
08000 141 178

STuck oN a worD? Use your mobile phone to to find possible solutu-
tions. Just replace uknown letters with a full stop, start the message 
with IND SOLVE and send it to 654000. Eg. IND SOLVE pu..le. 
Texts cost 50p plus your standard network charge. If no suggestions 
are found, you won’t be charged. For multi-word answers, leave a space 
between the words. If you are having trouble using this service, please 
call our helpdesk on 08000 141 178

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s no maths involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic

Sudoku #4606

7 6 4 5 3
3 7

8 9 1
8 2 1 6 5
6 2 9 4 8
3 4 1

4 3 8 6
2

1 6

7 6 9 2 1 4 8 5 3
4 1 5 3 8 7 6 9 2
2 8 3 6 9 5 1 4 7
8 9 4 7 2 1 3 6 5
6 2 1 9 5 3 4 7 8
3 5 7 8 4 6 9 2 1
9 4 2 5 3 8 7 1 6
5 7 8 1 6 9 2 3 4
1 3 6 4 7 2 5 8 9

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Moderate Thu Nov 13 10:36:30 2014

6 8 7 9
9 4 5 1
5 8 1
4 7 1 5
1 9 2

2 6 5
9 1 7

3 4 8

6 4 2 5 1 8 3 7 9
9 3 7 2 4 6 5 8 1
5 8 1 7 9 3 2 6 4
4 7 8 1 2 9 6 3 5
1 5 6 8 3 4 7 9 2
3 2 9 6 7 5 1 4 8
2 6 4 9 5 7 8 1 3
8 9 5 3 6 1 4 2 7
7 1 3 4 8 2 9 5 6

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Tricky Thu Nov 13 10:36:43 2014

2 1 9 5 6 8
1

5
4 6 1

1 8 3 9 7
2 9 5

4 6
5 7 4 9

3 9 2 4

4 2 1 9 5 6 3 7 8
9 3 7 4 1 8 2 5 6
5 8 6 3 2 7 4 9 1
7 5 3 8 9 4 6 1 2
1 6 8 5 3 2 9 4 7
2 4 9 6 7 1 5 8 3
8 7 4 2 6 9 1 3 5
6 1 5 7 4 3 8 2 9
3 9 2 1 8 5 7 6 4

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Difficult Thu Nov 13 10:37:01 2014

Elementary Intermediate Advanced

Games&Puzzles

TODAY’S INQUISITOR  
See Sport, page 19

The numbers in the 
grid correspond to 
the letters of the 
alphabet. Solve the 
puzzle and fill in the 
letters in the key as 
you discover them. 
Three letters are 
provided to give you 
a start. The solution 
will be printed in 
Monday’s paper.

NEED a lITTlE HElP gETTINg 
STarTED? Then call for up 
to four extra clue letters on 
0901 292 5126.Calls cost 
£1.02 from a BT landline 
plus any netword extras. Or 
text IND CLUE to 65400 to 
receive your clues. Texts cost 
£1 plus your standard net-
work charge. Clues change 
each date at midnight. 
Phoneline and Text Help:  
08000 141178

Codeword #771

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10

11 12 13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23

SoluTIoN To yESTErDay’S coNcISE croSSworD
Across: 1 Faux, 4 Cuss (Focus), 8 Earl Grey, 9 Moot, 10 Authenticate,  
12 Fatal, 13 Plump, 16 Mersey Tunnel, 17 Silo, 18 Anecdote, 20 Glut, 21 Meek.
Down: 2 Ail, 3 Xerxes, 4 Coyote, 5 Semicolon, 6 Camaraderie,  
7 Contemplate, 11 Toadstool, 14 Tyrant, 15 Museum, 19 Due.

Concise crossword #8781

Across
1 Ensnared (6)
5 Originate (5)
8 Suntanned (5)
9 Affirm (7)
10 Landing gear (13)
11 Lookalike (6)
13 Emphasis (6)
17 Unduly brazen (2,4,2,5)
20 Large dish (7)
21 Very bad (Slang) (5)
22 Feudal lord (5)
23 Food store (6)

Down
2 Keep away from (5)
3 Unspecific (7)
4 Formal headwear (3,3)
5 Love affair (5)
6 Say again (7)
7 Result (5)
8 Leap (5)
12 Resentment (7)
14 Shoe repairer (7)
15 Full of flavour (5)
16 Cask (6)
17 Horrify (5)
18 Turning tool (5)
19 Severe (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
L

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
P R

11 15 6 4 26 3 26 16 9 22 6 16

15 16 21 23 23 26 24

26 3 6 9 6 12 25 22 6 13 26 1

12 1 22 26 14 24 12

9 15 7 26 1 24 2 3 6 17

6 16 23 9 16 5 13 6

24 19 9 18 26 16

1 23 24 13 24 6 21 15

1 26 20 26 22 10 22 20 24 24

23 3 12 10 23 23 15

6 22 6 12 5 6 1 9 23 8 26 12

22 1 6 16 26 26 3

26 2 26 25 17 9 26 21 24 1 3 18

 a   B   c   D   E   F   g   H   I   J   k   l   M   N   o   P   Q   r   S   T   u   V   w   X   y   Z 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Z E L T W P Q M F O I C U

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
N V D R X H S B Y K G J A

SoluTIoN To yESTErDay’S coDEworD
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The first five correct solutions 
to this week’s puzzle opened 
next Friday receive copies of the 
Oxford Dictionary Thesaurus and 
Wordpower Guide. Answers and 
winners’ names will be published 
next Saturday.   

SEND SoluTIoNS To Saturday 
Crossword, The Independent,  
2 Derry Street, London W8 5HF   

Please note there are no alternatives 
to the prizes offered. Please use 
the postcode and give your own 
postcode. Prizes will be dispatched 
within 28 days.

Terms & CondiTions If you call or text after the 
competition closing dates you will not be entered but 
may still be charged. By using The Independent’s text 
and phone services, you are agreeing to receive oc-
casional sms messages from Independent Print Limited 
companies informing you of services and events 
that may be of interest. You will not be charged for 
receiving these messages and may opt out at any time 
by texting STOP to the originating number. Phone and 
Text services on this page are provided by A&N Mobile 
& TV, W8 5TT. For help with these services,  
please call 08000 141 178.

STuck oN a 
worD? Use 
your mobile 
phone to to 
find possible 
solututions. 
Just replace 
uknown letters 
with a full 
stop, start the 
message with 
IND SOLVE 
and send it to 
654000. Eg. 
IND SOLVE 
pu..le. Texts 
cost 50p plus 
your standard 
network 
charge. If no 
suggestions 
are found, 
you won’t be 
charged. For 
multi-word 
answers, leave a 
space between 
the words. If 
you are having 
trouble using 
this service, 
please call our 
helpdesk on 
08000 141 178

Prize Super Sudoku 

Terms & CondiTions 1. Entries must be received by 10am on 12 December 2014. 2. Winners will be picked 
at random and notified by 18 December 2014. 3. See www.independent.co.uk/legal for standard terms and 
conditions. 4. Editor’s decision is final. 

How To Play Fill the grid so that every row, every column and every  
four-by-four box contains the digits 0 through to 9 and the letters  
A through F. There’s no maths involved. You solve the puzzle with  
reasoning and logic. Compiled by Mark Huckvale

9 0 2 8
8 6 9 5 0 D 7 1
C 4 B E 8 F

5 E A 3 0 9 F D 1 8 2
A F D C 0

6 E 1 0 3 B A
F 1 3 E 2

2 3 B 4 6 7 D
9 5 4 D B 3

F 0 B D 1 A 7 9 8
B 3 7 5 8 6 C 2 E

4 8 7 A B 9 F C 0
F 4 E A 8 B

C 7 6 0
4 D 3 A 2 C E
1 A 8 9 F 0 3 4

9 0 1 D 6 2 8 5 E 7 4 C B 3 F A
8 F 6 3 C A 4 B 9 5 2 0 E D 7 1
C 4 B 2 D 1 E 7 8 3 A F 5 0 9 6
7 5 E A 3 0 9 F D 6 1 B 8 4 2 C
A B 3 4 7 F D C 0 E 5 2 6 1 8 9
D 8 2 6 E 5 1 0 3 B 7 9 C F A 4
0 7 5 C A 9 6 8 4 F D 1 3 E B 2
F 1 9 E 2 3 B 4 A C 8 6 0 7 D 5
6 9 A 1 0 E C 2 5 8 F 4 D B 3 7
E C F 0 4 B 5 D 1 A 3 7 2 9 6 8
B 3 7 5 9 8 F 6 C 2 0 D 1 A 4 E
2 D 4 8 1 7 A 3 B 9 6 E F 5 C 0
3 2 C 7 F 4 0 9 6 D E 5 A 8 1 B
5 E D F 8 C 2 1 7 4 B A 9 6 0 3
4 6 0 B 5 D 3 A 2 1 9 8 7 C E F
1 A 8 9 B 6 7 E F 0 C 3 4 2 5 D

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Moderate Thu Nov 13 10:07:28 2014

7 4 9 0 B D
2 D 8 0 3 5 7 F C

8 F 4 1 5 C A 9 E
C 9 2 F 6 8
A 0 2 1

9 7 3 C 4 8
1 F 5
4 0 3 6 F 9 2

2 E 6 7 B 1
8 3 9 C 2

3 C D A 4 B 0 E F 6
7 F C 0 1 2

1 E 7 D 8 F 3 B
4 3 2 C

5 F 4 1 D E 8 0
C B E F 5 4 0 7 A

7 1 4 5 9 A E C F 0 2 B 8 D 3 6
2 A 6 D 8 0 3 5 E 1 9 4 7 B F C
B 3 8 F 4 1 D 6 5 C 7 A 0 9 2 E
C E 9 0 2 F 7 B D 3 6 8 5 A 1 4
A B 5 8 0 9 C 3 2 4 E 6 D 1 7 F
F 9 E 2 D B 5 1 0 7 3 C A 6 4 8
1 6 C 7 E 2 4 F 8 A D 5 9 0 B 3
4 D 0 3 6 7 A 8 B F 1 9 2 E C 5
D 4 2 A 3 8 9 E 6 5 F 7 B C 0 1
0 8 1 B 7 6 F 4 3 9 C 2 E 5 A D
9 5 3 C 1 D 2 A 4 B 0 E F 8 6 7
E 7 F 6 5 C B 0 1 8 A D 3 4 9 2
6 2 A 1 C E 0 9 7 D 8 F 4 3 5 B
8 0 D 4 B 3 6 7 A 2 5 1 C F E 9
5 F 7 9 A 4 1 D C E B 3 6 2 8 0
3 C B E F 5 8 2 9 6 4 0 1 7 D A

Mark Huckvale's Su Doku Puzzle Generator Rating: Moderate Thu Nov 13 10:37:32 2014

We have 10 copies of Secrets & Lies on DVD to give 
away. This Australian psychological drama, first 
broadcast on Channel 5, stars Martin Henderson 
as a family man whose discovery of the murdered 
body of his neighbour’s four-year-old son sets off a 
chain of events that will tear him apart, devastate his 
family, rock his community and punish the guilty 
and innocent without reason.

Secrets & Lies is available now on DVD, from RLJ Entertainment’s 
Acorn label.

For your chance to win, send your complete grid to: Super Sudoku, 
Secrets & Lies, The Independent, 2 Derry Street, London W8 5HF. 

Independent Print Limited would like to keep you informed of future promotions/offers. Please tick the box below if:  
You would like to hear from Independent Print Ltd in the future  ❏ You would like to receive additional offers and 
information sent by Independent Print Limited  on behalf of carefully selected partners  ❏

Last week’s solution and winners
R Marriner, Berwick-upon-
Tweed; Pete Rowberry, 
Saxmundham; Richard Wynne, 
Bristol; Helga Foss, Teddington; 
Tina Skelton, Penhow Gwent; 
Bruce Kettle, South Cerney, 
Glos; Richard Allan, Aberdeen; 
Bruce Cadbury, London;  
Peter Keate, Bristol;  
Roy Cooper, Shrewsbury

Name  
Address        
     Postcode  
Daytime contact number  
Email address  

London’s Leading  
Independent Luxury 

Hotel Group:  
www.grangehotels.com;  

@grangehotels

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21

22

23 24 25

26 27

Friday’s solution
S L E E P L I K E A T O P

O A U I F U
L U N A T I C T R A I T O R
E G O I R L I
F R O W N D E E P E N I N G
T F E L R W N H
L I F E S T Y L E E V E N T
U H W L A
G I B B E R I S H L I N E N
G E A N O T A G
A I R E R T O N S O R I A L
G G T E A R E
E N A M O U R W A R L O R D

M U I O M B
B O T T O M L E S S P I T

Last Saturday’s solution
R U N A W H E L K S T A L L
O I I C U W E

N O T F I T T O D R O N G O
S T H N O M A

B E R Y L S O B S T A C L E
V T M S

T E R I Y A K I D E T A C H
L M N C A E E

S T U P I D M A L T R E A T
E I M U

S T A R T I N G A G E I S M
O F R R T N E

S U R E T E A C I D T E S T
C C N N A R C

W H A T S E A T I N G Y O U

Prize cryptic crossword #8782
By NiMRoD

laST wEEk’S wINNErS  
Scott McGregor, Green Blyth; 
Phil Ridgway, Woodbridge;  
Paul Stevenson, Guildford; 
Mr R P Wright, Loughton, Essex; 
Rob Price, Plymouth

Across
1/10  Underground developer 

reeling in one of the 
bigger fish on record (6)

3 Before bike throws  
them, show-offs have 
rolls here (3-3,5)

9 Preparing for Monday 
week’s brief? No (2,4,5)

10 See 1 Across
11 Patrons complain about 

new players (14)
14/19A  Starts to lose one’s 

temper: the first to be 
knocked down! (3,3)

15 Repercussions after 
Italian agreed about 
things going wrong 
accepting borderline 
grades (4,7)

17 Pottery brought in  
money in prison, 
reaching majority (6,2,3)

19 See 14
20 Pub getting canine in 

means to negotiate! (10,4)
23/27  How ten-over 

turnaround illustrates 
sporting move (3-3)

24 Mutated adult is 
equipped with soft  
pads (6,5)

26 Just about managing 
Times after making  
press ... (9,2)

27 See 23

Down
1 ... for female academic (4)
2 Upholstered part of chair, 

some charm restored (7)
3 Provoke charges rotating 

food stickers (7-2)
4 Say Oxford people 

generally “have brown 
clothes” with “good blue 
robes” (4,3,4)

5 It’s not quite enough to 
get you into a row (3)

6 Miss Dent has knowledge 
to wit (5)

7 I keep forgetting bad 
acne is covering half  
of me (7)

8 Channels of 
communication in  
which lawyer and  
my tastes differ (4,6)

12 Literally, Henderson’s 
reflection about 
important time (3,4,4)

13 You wouldn’t want  
to be in these illicit 
reserves (5,5)

16 Dawn on Stephen it’s a 
way to do the spuds (6-3)

18 Mime artist hurt very 
much in audition (7)

19 Science facilitator’s 
papers carried by two 
working animals (7)

21 Division of the church 
in Renfrewshire town 
centre (5)

22 Order contents of 
Pandora’s Box (4)

25 In another spell, 6 might 
have loaded this gun (3)
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Today’s other  
puzzles
Concise  
crossword, 
codeword and 
sudoku, page 57; 
Inquisitor, Sport, 
page 19 

The prize: Two luxury Hotel Chocolat  
Sleeksters, each containing 28 chocolates. 
Hotel Chocolat is a British cocoa grower  
and luxury chocolatier, one of few that  
grows and harvests its own cocoa beans,  
from its own plantation on Saint Lucia.  
www.hotelchocolat.com/@hotelchocolat

Jumbo Prize
Win two luxury Hotel 
Chocolat Sleeksters

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23

24

25 26 27

28

29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

41

42 43 44 45

46

47 48 49 50

51

52 53 54 55 56

57 58

Name  
Address        
       Postcode  
Daytime contact number  
Email address  

Independent Print Limited would like to keep you informed of future promotions/offers.  
Please tick the box below if: You would like to hear from Independent Print Ltd in the future  ❏
You would like to receive additional offers and information sent by Independent Print Limited on behalf of carefully selected partners  ❏

Prize jumbo general knowledge crossword #290
By Eimi

character played by Jim 
Carrey in the 1994 film 
Dumb and Dumber (5)

53 Russian city, founded as a 
fortress in 1777, known as 
Voroshilovsk from 1940 
to 1944 (9)

55 The all-time leading 
goalscorer for Liverpool 
and Wales (3,4)

57 Football team nicknamed 
“the Toffees” (7)

58 Former Liverpool, Real 
Madrid, Manchester City 
and England midfielder 
who is now a pundit on 
BT Sport (5,9)

Down
1 A pastry filled with  

cream and flavoured  
with almonds (10)

2/49  Home of the New York 
Stock Exchange (4,6)

3 A stanza or poem of four 
lines, especially one 
having alternate rhymes, 
as used in Les Propheties 
by Nostradamus (8)

4 See 6
5 The southernmost of the 

Inner Hebrides (5)
6/4  Irish journalist who 

has been the main 
presenter of BBC Radio 
4’s lunchtime news 
programme The World at 
One since 2007 (6,7)

7 Yemen’s main port (4)
8 See 41
9 German name for the 

Vistula river (8)
10 Dish that gives its name 

to the third episode of 
the second series of 
Fawlty Towers (7,5)

11 See 33
14 Part of the body that may 

Across
12 Robert Louis Stevenson 

story originally called The 
Sea Cook (8,6)

13 Aromatic Eurasian plant 
whose pungent leaves are 
used as seasoning (7)

15 In heraldry, a ring-shaped 
device on a shield (7)

16 The opposition 
to the flow of 
alternating current 
by the capacitance 
or inductance of an 
electrical circuit (9)

17 The nucleus of trained 
professional servicemen 
forming the basis for the 
training of new units (5)

18 Uruguayan forward 
who left Liverpool for 
Barcelona after a third 
ban for biting opponents 
(4,6)

20 The nearest French port 
to England (6)

23/25  Character in the 
Australian soap opera 
Neighbours played by 
English actress Nicola 
Charles from 1996 to 
1999 (5,8)

26 Scotland’s most capped 
player who joined 
Liverpool from Celtic  
in 1977 (5,8)

29 ITV talent show that 
launched the careers of 
Lenny Henry, Michael 
Barrymore and Victoria 
Wood, among others 
(3,5)

32 English singer-
songwriter born  
Declan Patrick 
MacManus in 1954 (5,8)

34 The largest island of the 
Philippines (5)

36 England midfielder who 
joined Liverpool from 
Southampton after the 
2014 World Cup (4,7)

37 Large sea duck of the 
genus Somateria (5)

38 Channel between the 
mainland of Scotland 
and the Orkney Islands 
notorious for rough seas 
(8,5)

39 John ___, deputy prime 
minister from 1997 to 
2007 (8)

42 Girl who marches at the 
head of a procession, 
twirling a baton (4,9)

44 The first novel written by 
George Eliot (4,4)

47 The lean end of a neck of 
veal or mutton (5)

48 1971 musical set in 1959 
at the fictional Rydell 
High School (6)

50 American actress wife of 
Roman Polanski who was 
murdered by the Manson 
Family in 1969 (6,4)

52 First name of the 

display Frank’s sign (3,4)
19 The penultimate stage of 

a cup competition (9)
21 Optical device for 

transmitting Morse code 
pioneered by the Royal 
Navy in the late 19th 
century (5,4)

22 Adhesive product 
originally manufactured 
by Colin Kinninmonth 
and George Gray, in 
Acton in 1937 (9)

24 Actor born László 
Löwenstein in 1904 (5,5)

27 Author of On the Beach 
and A Town Like Alice 
(5,5)

28 Niels__, Danish physicist 
who won the 1922 Nobel 
Prize for Physics (4)

30 1960 Sam Cooke single 
that was a top ten hit in 
the US and the UK (5,4)

Garland’s three suitors 
in Thomas Hardy’s novel 
The Trumpet-Major (8)

46 Heartless usurer in 
Shakespeare’s play The 
Merchant of Venice (7)

47 Metal whose chemical 
symbol is Ag (6)

49 See 2
51 Common name for the 

drug amphetamine (5)
53 A trigonometric function 

that in a right-angled 
triangle is the ratio of the 
length of the opposite 
side to that of the 
hypotenuse (4)

54 A domed or vaulted 
semicircular or polygonal 
recess, especially at the 
east end of a church (4)

56 Last of the antediluvian 
Patriarchs in the Old 
Testament (4)

31 1989 film starring Al 
Pacino and Ellen Barkin 
(3,2,4)

33/11  1946 play by Eugene 
O’Neill (3,6,6)

34 8th-century Chinese poet 
whose lyrics deal mostly 
with wine, nature and 
women (2,2)

35 English fashion designer 
made a Dame in the 
2014 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours (6,6)

40 1952 novel about baseball 
written by Bernard 
Malamud (3,7)

41/8  Electronic band formed 
in Basildon in 1980 (7,4)

43 American thrash metal 
band formed in 1983 by 
former Metallica guitarist 
Dave Mustaine and 
bassist David Ellefson (8)

45 Festus ___, one of Anne 

TO ENTER, complete the crossword 
puzzle left and fill in the coupon 
below it and send to: 

Jumbo Crossword 290,  
The Independent 2 Derry Street,  
London W8 5HF

ENTRIEs musT bE REcEIvED by  
DEcEmbER 12. Usual promotions 
rules apply, see www.independent.
co.uk/legal. One prize of two Hotel 
Chocolat Sleeksters is available. 
One winner will be selected at 
random from all correct answers 
received by the closing date. The 
prize is non-transferable and there 
is no cash alternative.

T P C O B C D R S I
T I R A N A N O R T H B Y N O R T H W E S T

S K R T E R A B E A O
C H R I S T I A N S C I E N C E P U R P L E

R S O R T S C R P D
I N T A G L I O S T U A R T L I T T L E

A R O R I N B N R
S C A N D A L R O S E A N N E G R I P P E

O P B O N O A E
E L I J A H G H E R K I N C O U S T E A U

E A Y E R E H T H C
F R I M L N O T T I N G H I L L A L L E N

A E N R D E E B O P
G I N S B E R G B L O W F L Y R O N N I E

N W W E A L I P
S E C A N T S A L M A C I S J A C Q U E S

T O S L L N D N U
W I T H N A I L A N D I P I L C H A R D
A A M N E I A O T H

A G N E S B E A T D R I N K M A N W O M A N
N M B N Y M V O L R R

L E T S G O R O U N D A G A I N E C Z E M A
R T N E N R D Y E A

Solution to Jumbo #289

sPOT THE cONNEcTION 
What connects 36 Across, 55 Across 
and 58 Across? For a chance to 
win a hamper of Hotel Chocolat’s 
revolutionary new low-sugar, 
high cocoa #Supermilk, send 
your answer to: competitions@
independent.co.uk. Please include 
“Jumbo 290” in the subject line. 
For more information, visit 
hotelchocolat.com/supermilk

Bonus Prize

ANswER TO bONus quEsTION 
North By Northwest, Notting Hill 
and Withnail And I feature acting 
Grants (Cary, Hugh and Richard E, 
respectively)
cROsswORD wINNER  
Mr B Melton, Welton, Lincoln
bONus PRIZE wINNER  
John Dean, London





 

Liverpool 
stand by 
Balotelli 
despite  
FA charge

Liverpool will not sell Mario 
Balotelli next month, despite 
the player compounding a 
poor start to his Anfield career 
by sending the social media 
message, containing an anti-
Semitic stereotype, which 
saw him handed a Football 
Association misconduct 
charge last night.

The club protected itself 
against the striker’s habit of 
courting controversy by having 
several stringent clauses 
written into his contract in 
August, protecting them 
against errant behaviour on 
his part. But Liverpool have no 
intention of cutting their losses 
on their £16m investment 
– even though manager 
Brendan Rodgers, whose side 
face Sunderland at Anfield 
today, has also said that it is 
unclear when he will return 
from a groin injury which has 
kept the forward out for the 
past four games. Balotelli is yet 
to score for Liverpool in the 
Premier League. 

The 24-year-old is likely 
to plead not guilty to the FA 
charge – with the support 
of his club – which relates 
to a message described as 
“offensive” by the Jewish 
Leadership Council. The 
controversy will be deeply 
frustrating to a club who 
have worked hard to promote 
diversity after the Luis Suarez/
Patrice Evra controversy in 
2011 – appointing a social 
inclusion officer and even 
issuing staff with a list of 
unacceptable language last 
year.

Liverpool said that Balotelli 
will go through the necessary 
process to answer the charge 
that he breached Rule E3 
of the FA regulations, by 
retransmitting an Instagram 
image depicting the computer 
game character Super Mario 
alongside a racial stereotype 
and anti-Semitic remark:

Ian Herbert 
Chief sports writer

Straight back down?
Today’s bottom three are the trio that came up – proving how hard  

it is to adapt to Premier League life where goals are everything
i a n  h e r b e r t r e p o r t s ,  pag e s  2 - 3  Continued on P.4 > 

Burnley’s Danny ings: four league goals 

06.12.2014sport
e xc l u s i v e  co l u m n ,  p 5

football

Tim Sherwood 
Kids must be  

given a chance 
exclusive interview, p12

rugby union

Dan Cole 
Tiger back on track 
after pain in neck 

exclusive interview, p10

football

David Mannix 
From Istanbul  
to Warrington 

Leicester’s Leonardo Ulloa: five league goals Qpr’s Charlie Austin: seven league goals
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danny Ings has shown Premier 
League quality and given 
burnley hope with four goals 
in their last six games 

The focus on who might 
make the cut is 
beginning to coalesce 
around the strikers

COMING UP AND STAYING UP 
YOUR GUIDE TO THE BATTLE TO AVOID RELEGATION

LEICESTER CITY

BURNLEY

RELEGATION ZONE

QPR

ROUND � � � � � � � � � �� �� �� �� ��

�th

�th

�th

��th

��th

��th

��th

��th

��th

��th

��th

��th

��th

��th

PREMIER
LEAGUE
POSITION

Wolves

West Ham

Watford

Sheffield Utd

Reading

QPR

Manchester City

Ipswich

Derby

Charlton

Blackburn

West Brom

Sunderland

Nott’m Forest

Norwich City

Middlesbrough

Leicester

Bolton

Birmingham

Crystal Palace

4/9
Burnley

11/10
QPR

15/8
Crystal Palace

11/4
Hull

11/4
West Bromwich Albion

7/2
Sunderland

6/1
Aston Villa

O D D S  T O  B E  R E L E G A T E D

H O W  L O N G  D O  T E A M S  S T A Y  U P ?  PREMIER LEAGUE ERA

� � � � � � � � � ��

� � � �

��
SEASONS LASTED AFTER PROMOTION

27
SIDES

8

3 332 2 1 10 0

��

0

23/10
Leicester City

54%
of promoted sides 
went down in their 
�rst season up

1
Only one of the three 
promoted sides last season 
were relegated – Cardi� City 

HARRY
REDKNAPP 

QPR
App: Nov 2012

Win%: 35.8

NIGEL
PEARSON 

LEICESTER CITY
App: Nov 2011

Win%: 47.7

SEAN 
DYCHE 

BURNLEY
App: Oct 2012

Win%: 42.0

Number of times relegated

17 sides have gone down once

H O W  T H I S  S E A S O N ’ S  P R O M O T E D  S I D E S  H A V E  F A R E D  GAME-BY-GAME R E L E G A T E D  T E A M S  (PL ERA, 1992-2014)   

F O R M  G U I D E

BURNLEY

L L D DW W

W L W LD L

L L L LL D

QPR

LEICESTER CITY

Promoted 
trio face a 
dogfight 
to avoid 
the swift 
drop back

ter £10m. As usual, Rang-
ers spent substantially more 
– £21m – though their own 
predicament seems in part to 
be a reflection on a manager, 
Harry Redknapp, whose heart 
is not really in it.

These issues generally 
come down to the quality of 
a team’s defence – 11 of the 
15 sides who have been sent 
down from the top flight in the 
last five years have had among 
the worst three defences in 
the division. Being able to 
defend competently is more 
important than having the 
right attacking players, and 
QPR and Leicester have 
leaked more goals than any of 
the teams above them.

But the focus on who might 
make the cut is beginning to 
coalesce around the strikers. 
The last five years of Premier 
League football have demon-
strated that if you are going to 
survive with one of the divi-
sion’s worst three defences, 
then you need to score at least 
40 goals.

Only Hull City managed to 
buck that trend, when they 
escaped despite conceding 
64 goals and scoring 39 in that 
season of two halves under 
Phil Brown’s management 
in 2008-09. QPR and Leices-

It seems more like a war of 
attrition than ever, surviv-
ing in football’s promised 
land once you have made it 
there. The three promoted 
sides find themselves in the 
relegation zone heading into 
a weekend which – with two 
of them fighting it out against 
each other – may tell us a little 
more about who has the steel 
to survive.

If the current state of affairs 
– Leicester City bottom with 
Queen’s Park Rangers and 
Burnley just above them, 
ahead of the latter two’s meet-
ing at Loftus Road this after-
noon – is the one that prevails 
after 24 May, it will be the 
first time since 1997-98 that 
the three sides who arrived 
in the summer – Barnsley, 
Crystal Palace and Bolton 
Wanderers in that instance 
– headed straight back where 
they came from.

In the case of Leicester and 
Burnley, that would serve to 
reinforce the view that the 
strategy both have adopted, 
of spending relatively little, is 
unworkable. Burnley laid out 
£8m net this summer; Leices-

Leicester, Burnley and QPR need their 
strikers to fire or it will be a long season

ter are on course to score the 
magic 40. Burnley are not.

There is a deep symbolism 
about Rangers possessing 
the most potent goalscorer 
of any in the current bottom 
three – the division’s fourth 
highest scorer, Charlie Aus-
tin. The 25-year-old was sold 
to Redknapp by Burnley at 
the start of last season, when 
the east Lancashire side were 
struggling to make ends meet 
as the end of the parachute 
payments from their previ-
ous season in the Premier 
League – 2009-10 – loomed 
large. He scored 45 goals in 
90 games for Burnley, so the 
sale seemed to suggest they 
had given up on ever making 
it back. Austin started this sea-
son slowly, but his five goals in 
the last six games have given 
Rangers some hope. 

Burnley did not do so badly 
for a side who sold the family 
silver. While Manchester City 
were celebrating financial 
results this week which showed 
losses down to a mere £23m, 
including £205m wages, the 
Clarets were quietly revealing 
they turned a £300,000 profit, 
before £7.9m player promo-
tion bonuses were subtracted, 
in the season they regained 
their place in the top flight.

The goals of Danny Ings 
and Sam Vokes got them pro-
moted and it was the absence 
of that injured pair in the early 
months of this season which 
proved crippling. Burnley 
scored a solitary goal in their 
first seven games and the 
real worry for manager Sean 
Dyche was whether Ings 
– missing for four weeks with 
a hamstring injury – would be 
able to deliver in the Premier 
League.

The answer seems to be 
“yes”. After requiring five 
games to break his top-flight 
duck, he has scored four in the 
last six games, as Burnley have  
gone four games undefeated, 
though it was his performance 
and two goals for England 
Under–21s against Portugal 
at Turf Moor last month which 
really seems to have sent his 
confidence soaring.

“You could tell it did him 
the world of good,” says one 
who knows him well. Ings is 
a confidence player and the 
expectation around him feels 
daunting at times. Vokes, who 
has not played since sustaining 
a serious knee injury in March, 
made his first appearance for 
the club’s development squad 
in midweek and his return can-
not come soon enough. None 

IaN HErbErT
chIef SPortS wrIter

of Dyche’s back–up attacking 
options – Ashley Barnes, Mar-
vin Sordell or £1.5m Lukas 
Jutkiewicz – have looked any-
where near the level so far.

As Burnley have rallied – sur-
facing from the relegation zone 
with the draw against Newcas-
tle in midweek, before Hull’s 
point at Everton dropped 
them back in – so Leicester 
have slumped. They arrived 
as champions and looked like 
they wanted to be football 
royalty, ploughing the lion’s 
share of their summer budget 
into a player who they thought 
could get them goals. Leon-
ardo Ulloa, who cost £8m 
rising to £10m depending on 
performances from Brighton, 
promptly scored five, netting 
against Everton, Arsenal and 
Manchester United (twice), 
but has not managed one in 
the nine games since Louis van 
Gaal’s team was sent packing 
in September.

That is how a first season in 
the Premier League can catch 
you: the late-summer eupho-
ria of a place among the elite, 
and then the cold reality of 
the slog setting in. Leicester 
covered 30 per cent more 
ground against United than in 
the game which followed – the 
2–0 defeat at Crystal Palace. 

Sport / Football / Premier League
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COMING UP AND STAYING UP 
YOUR GUIDE TO THE BATTLE TO AVOID RELEGATION
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Only one of the three 
promoted sides last season 
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App: Nov 2011

Win%: 47.7

SEAN 
DYCHE 

BURNLEY
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Number of times relegated

17 sides have gone down once
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Jamie Vardy, the striker Nigel 
Pearson signed from Fleet-
wood Town, looked good in 
the Championship. Brendan 
Rodgers wanted to buy him 
for Swansea City, too. But 
the Premier League seems a 
step too far for him to date. 
Just one goal.

While QPR bought tried-
and-tested Premier League 
players in the summer – Steven 

Caulker, Rio Ferdinand and 
Leroy Fer – they have reverted 
to what they had before: the 
return of Richard Dunne, 
Joey Barton and Rob Green 
has helped stablise them.

Rangers have frankly not 
been the same team since 
Steve McClaren left Red-
knapp’s coaching staff to take 
over at Derby in October last 
year. They may renew the 
pursuit of Jermain Defoe, 
who has fallen out with his 
employers at Toronto FC in 
Major League Soccer – and 
will probably face competition 
from Leicester. Meanwhile, 

Burnley have been linked with 
Nottingham Forest midfielder 
Henri Lansbury.

It will be a triumph for self-
sustainability and the powers 
of intelligent man-manage-
ment if Burnley can avoid the 
drop. Out of the three man-
ager, Dyche looks the one 
most capable of inculcating 
the self-belief needed.

Rangers’ failure to garner a 
single point away from home is 
testament to the poor side they 
are – and one prone to inter-
nal strife. It rather escaped 
national attention that owner 
Tony Fernandes publicly cen-
sured both Adel Taarabt and 
Redknapp after the tit-for-tat 
spat following the manager’s 
claims that the midfielder was 
“three stone overweight”. 
There has been no new con-
tract for Redknapp.

Pearson looks uncomfort-
able as well. He is a prickly 
character, and at the centre 
of a club investigation after 
an altercation in which he told 
a Leicester fan not to bother 
attending games, as tempers 
rose during Tuesday’s defeat 
to Liverpool.

It is attritional down there. 
It will be a fight to the last. And 
which two sides play each on 
24 May? Leicester and QPR.

You need a survival plan 
to stay up – Leicester 
must adopt theirs now

on their minds: “What the hell 
are we doing here?”

Though the three promoted 
teams find themselves in the 
relegation zone going into this 
weekend, it can be the same 
for them.

Leicester City, who play 
Aston Villa tomorrow, interest 
me. They had the euphoria of 
that 5-3 win over Manchester 
United on 21 September but 
since then they have taken two 
points from a possible 27. We 
are seeing the mindset of many 
promoted teams: the euphoria 
of winning the Championship 
and finding themselves among 
the elite; then the psychologi-
cal effect when reality sets in 
and you find yourself strug-
gling to raise your game every 
week. The defeat at Crystal 
Palace, six days after beating 
United, to goals by Fraizer 
Campbell and Mile Jedinak 
will have shattered Nigel Pear-
son’s players.

After a run like the one they 
are on, with six goals con-
ceded in the last two games, 
they need to get back to the 
kind of basics we employed at 
Stoke six years ago.

They need a two-plan system 
to win at Villa. Plan A is first-
half containment, because 
Villa are at their best earlier 
in games. They’ve scored only 
four goals at home this season 
but all of those have been in 
the first half. Plan B is second-
half pressure, because there 
is always big expectation on 
players from the home crowd 
at Villa Park, which might 
be why seven of the 10 goals 
they’ve conceded at home this 
season have come in the last 
20 minutes of games.

It might look desperate for 
Leicester, with three of the 
top 10 clubs up next after this 
weekend – but survival is pos-
sible if you plan things right.

Burnley 
Today  QPr (a)
13 Dec  Southampton (h) 
20 Dec  tottenham (a) 
26 Dec  Liverpool (h)
28 Dec  manchester city (a)

Queen’s Park Rangers
Today  burnley (h)
15 Dec  everton (a) 
20 Dec  West bromwich (h) 
26 Dec  arsenal (a)
28 Dec  crystal Palace (h)

Leicester City
Tomorrow  aston Villa (a)
13 Dec  manchester city (h) 
20 Dec  West Ham (a) 
26 Dec  tottenham (h)
28 Dec  Hull (a)

Bottom of the Premier League
  P W D L F A Pts
Everton  14  4  6  4  24  22  18
Aston Villa  14  4  4  6  8  18  16
Stoke  14  4  3  7  14  18  15
Sunderland  14  2  8  4  13  23  14
C Palace  14  3  4  7  18  23  13
West Brom  14  3  4  7  14  20  13
Hull  14  2  6  6  15  21  12
Burnley  14  2  6  6  10  22  12
QPR  14  3  2  9  14  27  11
Leicester  14  2  4  8  14  24  10

B OT TO M  T H R E E
F I X T U R E S  A N D  TA B L E

People talk about the need 
to spend heavily to stay in 
the Premier League but 
there is more to it than that 
– and it doesn’t need to be 
complicated.

The key is to win your home 
games and let the rest look 
after itself. When the Stoke 
City side I was in were pro-
moted to the Premier League 
in 2008 we focused on the 15 
home games – they excluded 
Manchester United, Liver-
pool, Arsenal and Chelsea 
– which we knew we could 
win. We won only two away 
games all season – at Hull and 
West Bromwich Albion – but 
we still finished 12th, 11 points 
clear of the relegation zone.

You need to have a philo-
sophy when you get pro-
moted to the top flight and 
ours was to be very difficult 
to get anything out of on our 
own ground.

Those were slightly differ-
ent times. The rule changes on 
pitch sizes had not come in, so 
we were able to make the pitch 
as small as possible to avoid 
giving some illustrious Pre-
mier League opposition time 
on the ball. Because of the 
pitch size, we knew that by the 
time the ball was switched we 
could get over to the opposite 
side of the pitch to press it. 

Away from home we tried 
to do the same thing – switch 
sides when the ball was 
switched. It didn’t work. The 
extra two, three or four yards 
of space made a big difference; 
we could not make up the 
ground. When the opponents 
switched the ball we couldn’t 

get across to the other side of 
the pitch quickly enough and 
the opposite full-back and 
winger were free to break for-
ward. We got destroyed away 
from home at times.

But it didn’t matter because 
the potential to collect points 
at home was all we needed. As 
a newly promoted team you 
have to do anything you can to 
create the incremental gains 
in your favour.

I talked the other week 
about our preparations for 
Chelsea and against Man-
chester United we kept the 
grass long and dry, so Sir Alex 
Ferguson’s players could not 
play their fast-moving, pass-
ing game. You could hardly 
see your studs, the grass was 
so long. The game was on Box-
ing Day but I swear I came off 
the pitch with grass burns. 
We lost narrowly to an 83rd-
minute goal by Carlos Tevez.

We knew we could compete 
physically with 90 per cent 
of the teams in the Premier 
League. I looked at some of the 
opponents lining up against 
us in the tunnel that year and 
I could see exactly what was 

celebration 
time for 
Leicester 
city during 
their 5-3 
win over 
manchester 
united in 
September 
– which was 
their last 
victory in the 
league gETTy

DANNy  
HIggINBoTHAm

Talking Tactics

crystal Palace’s mile Jedinak 
pricked Leicester’s balloon

Jermain Defoe 
is a possible 
transfer target 
for both Queen’s 
Park Rangers and 
Leicester City
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mario balotelli has yet to score 
in the league for Liverpool

It’s not a hate game. You 
want to go into a game 
with everyone 100 per 
cent committed but fair

Sport / Football

Hornets’ 
rediscover 
their sting 
as Deeney 
hits three

Troy Deeney reignited Wat-
ford’s promotion bid with 
a hat-trick in this demoli-
tion of 10-man Fulham at 
Craven Cottage last night.

The visitors had lost their 
previous four matches to slip 
from top of the table to sev-
enth, but they rediscovered 
their early-season form in 
style while putting a dent in 
Fulham’s recent revival under 
new manager Kit Symons.

The hosts were looking 
for a fifth win from their last 
six home games, but it never 
looked on the cards as calamity 
struck in the first 20 minutes. 

First Almen Abdi opened 
the scoring for Watford 
from a free-kick, drilling a 
low shot through Deeney’s 
legs and underneath the 
j u m p i n g  F u l h a m  wa l l .

The home side’s goal-
keeper Marcus Bettinelli 
was then sent off  with 
barely after clipping Matej 
Vydra as the Czech striker 
attempted to round him.

Gabor Kiraly was sum-

moned from the bench to 
face Deeney’s spot-kick, 
but the Watford player was 
soon celebrating his first 
goal in six matches as he 
fired his team 2-0 ahead. He 
added a third before half-
time as he dispatched Gianni 
Munari’s header into the box. 

Abdi scored his second just 
after the break, collecting 
Vydra’s pass and unleashing 
a powerful, curling drive from 
25 yards into the top corner.

Deeney completed his hat-
trick deep in stoppage time, 
racing clear to beat Kiraly.  and 
cap a welcome return to form 
for the Hornets. Fulham barely 
createed a chance all game. 
Fulham: bettinelli; Grimmer, bodurov, burn, 
Stafylidis; Parker, christensen, Fofana (Williams, 
61), ruiz (Kiraly, 19), rodallega, mccormack. 
Substitutes not used: Hutchinson, Zverotic, 
roberts, dembele, Hyndman.
Watford: Gomes; bassong, cathcart, angella, 
Paredes; abdi, tozser (Guedioura, 83), munari, 
anya (Pudil, 86) deeney, Vydra (Forestieri, 66). 
Substitutes not used: doyley, dyer, Ighalo, 
bond.
Referee: P tierney (Lancashire).

Troy Deeney 
completed his 
hat-trick deep 
into injury time 
to leave Fulham 
humiliated

Whelan in hot water again 
over attempted apology
Dave Whelan, the Wigan 
chairman, could face fresh 
disciplinary action after 
he referred to a Chinese 
restaurant as “chingalings” 
in an interview.

The 78-year-old has been 
given until 12 December 
to respond to a Football 
Association misconduct 
charge over remarks he 
made about Jewish and 
Chinese people.

The Jewish Telegraph 
then asked Whelan whether 
he himself had ever used 
the term “chink”. He 
replied: “When I was 
growing up we used to call 
the Chinese [restaurant] 
‘chingalings’.”

WIgaN aTHlETIc

FooTball
IN bRIEF

Tigers’ finances probed in 
FFP investigation
Hull are under investigation 
by Uefa for possible 
breaches of Financial Fair 
Play rules.

The Tigers, who played 
in the qualifying rounds 
of the Europa League this 
season after finishing as FA 
Cup runners-up, are among 
several new clubs whose 
finances are being probed 
by Uefa’s club financial 
control body.

Hull must submit further 
information to Uefa but face 
no immediate sanctions.

Hull cITy

Gudjohnsen returns on 
season-long deal
Bolton have confirmed the 
signing of veteran striker 
Eidur Gudjohnsen for the rest 
of the season.

The 36-year-old, who pre-
viously played for Wander-
ers between 1998 and 2000 
before moving on to Chel-
sea, has been training at the 
Macron Stadium for the last 
month and manager Neil Len-
non said on Thursday that an 
agreement was imminent.

Bolton confirmed yesterday 
morning that a deal had been 
struck.

bolToN WaNDERERS

Under-fire McCoist 
denies Ibrox sack threat
Manager Ally McCoist 
believes he still has the 
confidence of the Rangers 
board – despite reports that 
chairman Sandy Easdale 
wants him out. McCoist 
faces mounting pressure 
after his side lost to part-time 
Alloa on Wednesday but it 
has been reported it would 
cost £4.1m to sack him.

RaNgERS

Balotelli set to fight FA charge with Liverpool support

“Jumps like a black man and 
grabs coins like a Jew.” A 
Liverpool spokesman said: 
“We acknowledge the FA’s 
decision and the player will 
work through the process to 
answer the charge.”

That suggests that Balotelli 
will not follow Rio Ferdinand’s 
course of action, in October, 
when he declined to attend 
an FA hearing when he faced 
a similar charge, relating to his 
derogatory “sket” comment 
on Twitter, which he claimed 
was meant in fun. Ferdinand’s 
decision effectively not to 
acknowledge the disciplinary 
process went down particularly 

badly with the three-man 
commission that heard his 
case. That commission also 
took his previous conduct into 
account, including the episode 
in which he referred to Ashley 
Cole as “choc ice” on Twitter 
– resulting in what was a 
surprisingly high tariff of a 
three-match ban and £25,000 
fine. With no such precedent 
for Balotelli, a more likely 
outcome in his case would be 
a fine.

U e f a  h a s  a d d e d  t o 
Liverpool’s headaches by 
stating yesterday that they 
want to undertake further 
investigations into the Anfield 
outfit, among seven clubs, for 
possible breaches of Financial 

Fair Play rules.  Roma, 
Internazionale, Monaco and 
Sporting Lisbon are also 
being subjected to additional 
scrutiny. 

Sports lawyer and FFP 
specialist Daniel Geey, of Field 
Fisher Waterhouse, said the 
governing body’s investigatory 
chamber might now examine 
revenue and outgoings for the 
financial year 2013-14, in an 
attempt to establish whether 
losses have exceeded the 
cumulative €45m (£35m) 
allowable in the three years 
leading up to FFP. Liverpool 
have always insisted they 
have complied with owners 
Fenway Sports Group, who are 
staunch supporters of FFP. 

Arsenal show faith in Diaby with 
offer of new contract ‘if he’s fit’

Abou Diaby, the oft-injured 
Arsenal midfielder, will be 
offered a new contract if he is 
able to prove his fitness. 

Diaby, 28, has made just 
two appearances in the last 21 
months, having spent most of 
that time out with a cruciate 
ligament injury, and is cur-
rently out of action due to a 
calf complaint. He has played 
just 67 minutes this season, in 
Arsenal’s home Capital One 
Cup defeat by Southampton 
in September. 

His current contract runs 
out at the end of the season 
and Arsène Wenger, the man-
ager, said: “If Diaby is fully 
fit, he will have a new deal at 
Arsenal.”

It is a remarkable display 
of faith in a player who made 
only one 16-minute Premier 
League appearance last sea-
son and has failed to play 20 
games in a season since the 
2010-11 campaign. His trou-
bles started near the end of 
2005-06, his first season with 
Arsenal, when a broken ankle 
kept him out of the Champi-
ons League final and sidelined 
him until the following Janu-
ary. There followed thigh inju-
ries, knee problems and more 
ankle complaints, before the 
ligament damage. 

Wenger added: “Abou 
Diaby is on the fringe of com-
ing back into full training but 
he is not there yet. He has a 
calf problem. His injuries are 
never severe but little grade 
one [problems]. He is not 
available yet.”

Wenger played down talk 
of bad blood between his side 
and Stoke City, to whom they 
travel today. The Stoke cap-
tain, Ryan Shawcross, had 
said that the club’s fans “dis-

like Arsenal, so it is going to 
be a tasty game”, following 
Wenger’s allegation in 2010 
that the Potteries side “played 
rugby on goalkeepers”.

Arsenal have not won in four 
visits to the Britannia Stadium 
since February 2010, when 
their 3-1 victory was marred 
by Shawcross’s leg-breaking 
tackle on Aaron Ramsey.

In response to questions 
about a potentially intimidat-
ing atmosphere today, Wenger 
said: “I think that’s exagger-
ated. It’s a football game, it’s 
not a hate game. You want to 

focus on playing football. In 
our job, it’s difficult to be sur-
prised by anything [anyone 
says].

“We are in a job where you 
have risks. The physical risk is 
part of our job, we accept that. 
What you want is to go into a 
game with everybody being 
100 per cent committed but 
fair.  After, you accept that any 
accident can happen.

“You do not want to have 
any suspicions before the 
match starts. That’s not very 
good. We can handle the 
physical side of the game and 
we have a good opportunity to 
show that.”

Nacho Monreal is unavail-
able with an ankle problem 
which could see the Arsenal 
left-back ruled out for sev-
eral weeks, while his natural 
understudy Kieran Gibbs 
is battling to be fit due to a 
hip injury. Central defender 
Laurent Koscielny is a doubt 
with an achilles inflammation 
which flares up after matches, 
but goalkeeper Wojciech 
 Szczesny returned to full 
training yesterday and could 
feature after missing three 
games with a hip injury.

SPoRTS STaFF

2005/06 16 games  1 goal
2006/07 18 games 1 goal
2007/08 28 games 4 goals
2008/09 36 games 4 goals
2009/10 40 games 7 goals
2010/11 20 games 2 goals
2011/12 5 games 0 goals
2012/13 15 games 0 goals
2013/14 1 game 0 goals
2014/15 1 game 0 goals

Diaby has played just 821 
minutes in the league over 
the last four seasons.

D I A BY ’ S  A R S E N A L c A R E E R
S E A S O N  BY S E A S O N

abou diaby playing for 
arsenal under-21s in October, 
before his latest injury setback 
gETTy

> continued from P.1 

Fulham 0

Watford 5
Abdi 15 51, Deeney pen 20 37 90

aNDy SImS
at craVen cOttaGe

championship
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manager, who is working on such a short-
term basis that he is afraid to select those 
young academy players because he feels 
pressure to win games immediately, in 
order to keep his job.

It is worth nothing that one thing you 
learn quickly as a manager is that young 
players do not let you down any more than 
the experienced ones. In fact, the only 
guarantee with the experienced players is 
that they will be expensive. You need to 
be brave.

The academy coaches at leading clubs are 
under a lot of pressure – more than people 
can imagine – to produce players who will 
perform the very moment they step into the 
first team. That is not right.

Young players take time and they have 
to be allowed to make the same mistakes 
as any player makes. But there are too few 
managers who can give them that latitude.

There are recriminations when a young 
player comes into the first team from the 
junior sides and does not perform. That 
means that you can develop a culture at 

When I heard that the 
Football Association 
had announced a new 
vision for the way it 
wants young footballers 

to play when they are representing England, 
my mind went back to a meeting I had a few 
years ago with an FA coach at Tottenham’s 
training ground.

I should say that the new regime under 
Dan Ashworth, the director of elite 
development at the FA, is very different 
now, but the frustration that we had 
at Spurs back then with the FA was its 
identification of the best players. On this 
occasion I had an FA coach in my office 
whose job it was to identify and keep tabs 
on who he regarded as the leading players 
in a particular age group.

Every time this coach would concentrate 
on one particular boy who, at Spurs, we 
felt had long since dropped off the pace. 
We had tried our best to help him to fulfil 
his potential but it was getting to the stage 
where, as eventually happened, he was 
going to have to leave the club. Yet every 
time, without fail, he was selected for his 
England age-group team.

To satisfy my own curiosity, I asked the 

coach in question when he had last seen the 
boy play. He ummed and ahhed and stared 
up at the ceiling of my office for a little 
while and then said he had seen him play 
at his loan club. I pointed out that he must 
have been watching a lot of that particular 
club because the lad in question had only 
managed a few minutes as a substitute.

When I suggested an alternative, a boy 
who had been doing really well for our 
youth teams, my suggestion was ignored.

Fair enough, that was the FA’s 
prerogative, and we all see the game 
differently. It is no easy task to keep a 
handle on so many different clubs. Even so, 
there seemed to be a tendency back then to 
stick with what they knew, rather than who 
had come through more recently.

It changed when I started to deal with 
Gareth Southgate when he joined the FA. 
He would pick my brains about young Spurs 
players and we would invite him over to 
watch training and games. I recommended 
Tom Carroll, who is well established in the 
Under-21s now.

I wish Dan Ashworth and Gareth the best 
with their “England DNA” plan, to try to 
instil a playing style and values in the young 
men who represent the junior England 
teams right up to the seniors.

Youth development is something I feel 
passionate about but the power to make 
the big change is in the hands of the clubs. 
They scout, train and develop the boys on 
a day-to-day basis and, ultimately, it is they 
who either pick the players in the first team 
or not.

I fear that at some clubs there is a 
climate of fear around the selection of 
young players. Obviously, it starts with the 

Tim Sherwood 

Harry Kane is proving at tottenham the value of bringing academy youngsters into the team gETTy

 

There should be at least one 
or two players in the academy 
who can make the step up

the club where it is easier for the academy 
coaches if the manager does not select 
young players. That way, at least if the 
youngsters never get a game, they can never 
fail. What a mess.

For the academy coaches, pointing to 
a manager’s reluctance to select academy 
players is their “get out of jail” card.

My view is different. As a manager I want 
to know who the next crop are and when 
they are handed over by the academy to the 
seniors I do not expect the finished article. 
I just want something that I can work with 
and try to polish up as a player to be good 
enough, over time, for the first team. If 
you do not have at least one or two players 
in the academy who can make the step up 
into the first team then I would consider 
that a disgraceful state of affairs at any 
professional club.

At Spurs there was the opportunity to 
build the team around a nucleus of home-
grown players, including those like Steven 
Caulker and Jake Livermore who were sold 
before they had the chance to flourish.

Against Chelsea on Wednesday it was 
notable that the young academy boys like 
Harry Kane and Ryan Mason were those 
who had the better games.

In order to build a team, and a squad, 
you need a manager or a sporting director 
who knows what the club have already. I 
am sure that is what Spurs’ new head of 
recruitment Paul Mitchell will be doing 
now – watching the junior age-group 
teams, observing first-team training 
– because only then do you build up a 
picture of where the gaps need filling.

Every club has some potential in its 
academy that can be nurtured, and there is 
no point spending money before you have 
thoroughly assessed what you already have.

For the Premier League clubs, however, 
football is a business and a highly successful 
one. Their priority is not making the 
England team stronger. Their priority is the 
most successful team they can get on the 
pitch within the parameters of their budget. 

Producing players for the national team is 
the preoccupation of the FA and it does not 
have the control of the academies. 

If it is so hard to produce young players, 
why do Barcelona and Ajax, for example, 
manage to do it year after year? Their 
leagues are less competitive, which helps, 
but it is also about the value that they place 
on that process.

If you look at the performances of the 
England junior teams over the last year, 
they have been good. The senior team have 
a large proportion of graduates from that 
process. The FA is doing something right. 

In the future it will have to make sure 
that its identification of players is right on 
the money.

Even when I was an Under-21 
international myself, I can remember there 
were some who were a certainty for the 
squad every time, yet never made it in the 
seniors. Picking the best players might 
sound a simple starting point, but it is not 
always as easy as it looks.

The only way to shut up the 
moaners is to win matches 
When he looks at it in the cold light of day, 
the Leicester City manager Nigel Pearson 
will realise that there is not much you can 
do about supporters who want to criticise 
from the stands during games. It is not 
pleasant, but when push comes to shove 
you just have to put up with it.

There were a few experts sitting around 
the dugout when I was in charge at 
White Hart Lane. They always knew who 
wasn’t playing well and who needed to be 
substituted. I don’t mind the flak aimed at 
managers – we can take it. I just feel that 
at times there is a danger it can affect the 
confidence of certain players.

The bottom line, however, is that fans pay 
their money and they can say what they like.

You cannot ban them from saying 
anything, that would be ridiculous. You 
just need to be thick-
skinned enough to take 
it – and to know that 
once you win a few 
games it all goes away.

There is a climate of fear around the selection of youngsters 
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Martinez staying sunny but 
clouds gather over Goodison

Roberto Martinez began this 
season with his face adorning a 
mural on the side of Goodison 
Park’s Main Stand. This was a 
tribute to his impressive first 
campaign as Everton manager 
– achieving the club’s highest 
points’ total since 1987 – but 
on Wednesday night, after 
the disappointing 1-1 draw 
with Hull City, Goodison 
offered a different kind of 
verdict as boos echoed around  
the ground.

The result left Everton 11th 
in the Premier League and fol-
lowed a home performance 
widely regarded as the worst 
of Martinez’s reign. It has not 
been the start to the season 
anybody at Goodison would 
have envisaged after a summer 
when Romelu Lukaku joined 
for a record £28m fee and Ross 
Barkley signed a new contract. 
Martinez reflected yesterday 
that this had “created huge 
expectations” yet Everton are 
currently nine points worse 
off than 12 months ago and 
as they prepare to visit in-
form Manchester City today, 
their anxieties are magnified 
by the memory of this week 
last year when it felt like 
Martinez, questioned now 
for the first time since arriv-
ing on Merseyside as Everton 
manager, really did have the  
Midas touch. 

It was on 4 December 2013 
that Everton claimed their 
first win at Manchester United 
since 1992; four days later 
they travelled to Arsenal and 
delivered another bold state-
ment, matching the Gunners 
in a footballing contest before 
earning a 1-1 draw through 
Gerard Deulofeu’s spectacu-
lar equaliser. Twelve months 
on, they have won just four of 
their 14 league fixtures . Argu-
ably the most striking statis-
tic of a frustrating, stop-start 
campaign is that in a league 
table of half-time results, they 
would sit second behind Chel-
sea. Everton have dropped 12 
points from winning posi-
tions – in the past week they 
led against both Tottenham 
and Hull but came away with 
a defeat and draw – and given 
that resilience was a key char-
acteristic under David Moyes, 
this fragility is alarming.

Martinez’s sunny dispo-
sition meant he was able to 
share a joke about that statis-
tic yesterday – “I’ve already 
asked the Premier League 
and the FA if we can play 45 
minutes” – and also come up 

with a stat of his own, namely 
that his side have lost just 
one in 10 in all competitions. 
“We have been unfortunate 
at times,” he added. “At times 
we haven’t been able to take 
advantage or we’ve been pun-
ished when the game becomes 
more open. That will balance 
up over the season but I’m 
delighted we are the team 
that takes the responsibility of 
wanting to score the goal and 
take the risks. At the moment 
we are getting punished and 
too many 50-50s are going 
against us.”

For Everton, it seems the 
tone of their season was set 
in the opening week. Last 
year Martinez’s reign had 
lift-off with a 1-0 home vic-
tory over Chelsea. This time, 
by contrast, they led 2-1 at 
Leicester before conceding a 
late equaliser and then threw 
away a two-goal advantage in 
a 2-2 home draw with Arsenal. 
If that had a psychological 
impact, there are other factors 
according to Barry Horne, the 

Howard will be 36 in March 
and the pair were at fault for 
goals conceded against both 
Tottenham and Hull. 

One worry for Evertoni-
ans is whether Martinez can 
restore last season’s seem-
ingly perfect blend of his own 
attacking philosophy and the 
Moyes-instilled resilience 
that he inherited. A former 
colleague of the Spaniard at 
Wigan recalled yesterday a 
frustrating pattern in games 
where Martinez’s old side 
would “have lots of the ball” 
but “give a soft goal away at 
the back [and] overplay at 
times”; there have been ech-
oes of this in Everton’s dis-
plays this term. 

The Europa League is 
another consideration. Mar-
tinez has picked strong sides 
and Everton have excelled in 
the competition but they have 
won only one of five league 
matches afterwards and the 
extra workload has meant 
more injuries, with James 
McCarthy and Steven Nai-
smith – arguably Martinez’s 
most consistent performers 
– both currently sidelined.

A final cause for concern 
is the form of Barkley. The 
England midfielder turned 
21 yesterday but has strug-
gled since returning from 
the knee ligament injury he 
suffered in August. Martinez 
said that “after Christmas we 
are going to see the best of 
Ross” as he reflected on the 
impact of his untimely injury. 
“I must admit the pre-season, 
before the injury, was the best 
I’ve seen him. That was him at 
his very, very best. He really 
benefited from going to the 
World Cup. The injury set 
him back but now he’s fully 
fit and he’s played a lot of  
minutes already.”

Martinez accepts that 
opposition teams are now 
“making sure it is difficult 
for him” and City certainly 
know all about a player who 
struck a brilliant goal past Joe 
Hart at Goodison in May. The 
champions were rumoured 
to have been quoted a £50m 
fee when they enquired about 
him in the summer yet Barkley 
has not actually scored since 
then. Fortunately, Martinez 
believes the bigger stages 
bring the best out of him. “That 
is the big attribute he has,” he 
said. “His biggest games last 
season were against the top 
sides – Man City, Arsenal.” 
Everton will hope for more of 
that today because they cer-
tainly need some inspiration 
from somewhere. 

Mourinho: 
Newcastle 
play game 
of their lives 
against us

Jose Mourinho has claimed that 
sides like Newcastle United 
drastically raise their game 
when Chelsea visit and said 
their other matches “look like 
friendlies” by comparison.

The Portuguese manager 
today takes his league lead-
ers to St James’ Park, which 
is one of just two stadiums he 
has never won at in the Pre-
mier League, along with Villa 
Park. When asked why that 
was, Mourinho delivered a line 
that had echoes of Sir Alex Fer-
guson’s infamous claim from 
1996, that Leeds United had 
“cheated their manager” by 
delivering their best perform-
ances against Manchester 
United. The difference was 
Ferguson’s line came after the 
game, but Mourinho’s com-
ment also appeared to be a barb 
at Sunderland, who lost 4-1 to 
Manchester City on Wednes-
day after their 0-0 draw against 
Chelsea last Saturday.

“Let’s try tomorrow,” 
Mourinho said. “It’s difficult, 
a difficult stadium to play at. 
There are a few stadiums in 
this country where, clearly, 
when they see the Chelsea 

shirts, they play the game of 
their lives. When they play 
against other teams they look 
like they’re playing friendlies. 
Maybe this is because Chel-
sea, in the last decade, became 
a strong team that everybody 
wants to beat.”

When asked what other 
teams he was referring to, 
Mourinho responded: “Watch 
matches on TV and make your 
own analysis... or disagree 
with me.”

He also stated that it was a 
compliment to his club, and 
that they should really have 
ended the poor record at New-
castle last season. Chelsea lost 
2-0 at St James’ in November 
last year.

“It makes us feel how big 
we are,” Mourinho said. “For 
me, that’s not a problem. We 
played well [there last season] 
but missed so many chances. 
We lost other matches last 
season where we clearly did 
nothing to win: against Crys-
tal Palace, we did nothing to 
win. Newcastle was not one 
of those matches.”

mIguEl DElaNEy

Jose Mourinho 
has never won a 
Premier League 
game at St James’ 
Park – where 
Chelsea play today

The man who could do no wrong three months ago is under pressure after a poor run
SImoN HarT

former Everton midfielder-
turned- Sky TV analyst and 
Liverpool Echo columnist. 
“Early in the season you had 
a combination of fatigue from 
the summer, a few players not 
being at the top of their game, 
and players being 12 months 
older,” he says. “They are small 
differences but when you con-
sider how fine the margins 
are, they might add up to a  
significant difference.”

Although captain Phil Jag-
ielka has put his World Cup 
troubles behind him, Horne 
notes that Everton have not 
had a settled back line. Last 
season they had the division’s 
best attacking full-back pair 
in Seamus Coleman and 
Leighton Baines but both 
have been hampered by 
injuries. Moreover, Father 
Time appears to be catching 
up with centre-back Sylvain 
Distin and goalkeeper Tim 
Howard. Distin – back in the 
team owing to injuries to John 
Stones and Antolin Alcaraz 
– turns 37 this month while 

everton 
goalkeeper 
tim Howard 
has let in 22 
goals so far 
this season 
and kept 
two clean 
sheets – the 
third-worst 
record in 
the Premier 
League 
gETTy

In a league 
of half-
time 
results, 
Everton 
would sit 
second

TOFFEES 
UNSTUCK

12
Points dropped 

from winning 
positions by 
Everton this 

season

27
Points from 

14 games last 
season - they 

have just 18 from 
14 this term

3
PL clean sheets 

this season 
- conceding 22 

- the fifth worst 
in the division
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Pardew survives 
the storms of 
Ashley’s reign

that summer. Pardew, who 
signed an eight-year contract, 
carried the can, and amidst a 
Europa League that was seen 
as a distraction in certain areas 
of the club, flirted with relega-
tion as Newcastle reached its 
quarter-final stage.

Relegation remains Kryp-
tonite to Ashley and his sports 
shops, and Pardew’s position 
looked precarious before 
safety was assured at Queen’s 
Park Rangers. 

The trauma of last season 
is fresher in the memory: Joe 
Kinnear’s return, another 
climb to fifth, the sale of 
Cabaye, the headbutt, a third 
successive defeat to Sunder-
land, the slide into mediocrity 
and a final game of the season 
when he could not even stand 
in the St James’ Park technical 
area because of fan abuse.

Through each, Ashley did 
not budge. A careless televi-
sion interview last November, 
when Pardew was critical of 

the owner, came as close as 
anything to costing him his 
job. Another dreadful run at 
the start of the season brought 
repeated calls for his head. 
Ashley, who would have to 
pay £5m in compensation to 
sack Pardew, stood firm.

Together they will share a 
most unlikely fourth anniver-
sary next week. “It’s credit to 
the owner, and also credit to 
me because I’ve had to dig in 
a few times,” Pardew said yes-
terday. “I think we both knew 
that when we signed that long 
contract, there were going to 
be difficult days as well as good 
days for us both. Me and Mike 
don’t really have too much 
communication, but when we 
do, it’s really constructive.”

Newcastle are three places 
higher than they were when 
he arrived. In one way at least, 
it remains a fairly static club.

Alan Pardew knew it would 
not be easy from day one. “I’ve 
had a lot of texts from manag-
ers saying, ‘You must be mad 
going in there’,” he revealed 
after taking over as Newcastle 
United manager on 9 Decem-
ber 2010.

Two days earlier, owner 
Mike Ashley had fired Chris 
Hughton, though the spectre 
of Pardew had been hanging 
over him for two months.

Pardew’s return to man-
agement after a four-month 
break following his dismissal  
at Southampton, saw him 
become the sixth different 
manager to run Newcastle 
during Ashley’s tenure as club 
owner, which was just three-
and-a-half tempestuous years 
old. Sam Allardyce, Kevin 
Keegan, Joe Kinnear, Alan 
Shearer and Hughton had all 
worked for Ashley and left in 
various states of annoyance. 

Pardew knew it would be 
a tough job, particularly fol-
lowing Hughton. “It’s difficult 
because it’s fairly obvious the 
players and fans had tremen-
dous respect for Chris and 
the fact he’s gone has caused 
something of a stir,” he said at 
his unveiling.

An initial poll of Newcas-
tle supporters showed that 
only 5.5 per cent backed the 
appointment. The Newcastle 
dressing room, which in the 
eyes of some at the club, was 
becoming too powerful, was 
another problem to be faced. 

There was a link between 

alan Pardew 
took over 
from the 
popular chris 
Hughton as 
Newcastle 
united 
manager in 
2010
gETTy

Draw holds no 
World Cup fear 
for England

mark Sampson will lead 
england in canada next year

MarTIN HarDy

Mike Ashley, 
who would have 
to pay £5m 
compensation to 
sack Pardew, has 
stood by him

glENN MoorE

Draw timing: 5pm (gMT)
Draw venue: ottawa

Six groups of four. Top two 
qualify for last 16 knock-out 
round, together with four 
best third-placed teams.

Pot 1 (seeds) Canada (hosts, 
Fifa ranking 8), USa (1), 
germany (2), Japan (3), 
France (4), Brazil (6) 
Pot 2 New Zealand (19),  
Mexico (25), Nigeria (35), 

wo m e n ’ s  wo r l d  c u p 2 0 1 5  d r aw  s e e d i n g  p ot s

Costa rica (40), Cameroon 
(51), Ivory Coast (64).  
Pot 3 australia (10), China 
(14), South Korea (17), 
Thailand (30), Colombia (31),  
Ecuador (49)
Pot 4 Sweden (5), England 
(7), Norway (9), Netherlands 
(15), Spain (16), Switzerland 
(18)
Finals to be played 6 June- 
5 July 2015 at Moncton, 
Montreal, ottawa, Winnipeg, 
Edmonton and Vancouver.

A year ago Greg Dyke, per-
ceptive but careless, stole 
the headlines by drawing 
a finger across his throat 
as England were handed a 
World Cup draw that paired 
Roy Hodgson’s team with Italy 
and Uruguay and included a 
match in the Amazon jun-
gle. There is no danger of a 
repeat this afternoon when 
the draw for the 2015 Wom-
en’s World Cup is made, and 
not just because the Football 
Association chairman will not 
be in Ottawa and there are no 
jungles in Canada.

The format and lack of 
depth in the women’s game 
means England should reach 
the knockout stages what-
ever the draw. Any danger of 
a ‘group of death’ scenario dis-
appeared when Fifa promoted 
Brazil above Sweden into the 
seeded pot thus ensuring Eng-
land could not get Brazil and a 
team like the US. 

The 24 teams will be split 
into six groups of four, from 
which 16 qualify for the knock-
out stages.

 As hosts Canada, coached 
by Englishman John Herd-
man, are seeded. Although 
they won bronze at the Lon-
don Olympics, defeating 
Team GB, England would be 
happy to be paired with them. 
The other seeds are European 
champions Germany, who 
eased to a 3-0 win over Eng-
land at Wembley last month, 
World Cup holders Japan, 
favourites and 2011 finalists 
the United States, France, 
who put England out in 2011 
on penalties, and Brazil.

The other pots are deter-
mined by geography so Swe-
den are with England. South 
Korea, China and Australia are 
the ones England would prob-
ably rather avoid.

Mark Sampson, England’s 
manager, was careful not to 

pre-judge the draw. He said: 
“There is no team we would 
like to avoid, the same way 
there is no one team we would 
definitely like to play.”

Sampson was challenged to 
make the semi-finals by Chel-
sea’s Emma Hayes, the only 
female manager in the Wom-
en’s Super League. “With 
the level of investment in the 
game, a semi-final appear-
ance has to be our minimum 
goal,” said Hayes. “I think any-
thing less means we would be 
underachieving.”

Fifa secretary general 
Jérôme Valcke said there 
would be a 50 per cent 
increase in prize-money for 
the finals, which would use 
goal-line technology. More 
controversially, he reiterated 
that all matches would be 
played on artificial pitches. 
There is a legal challenge to 
this by some players before 
the Human Rights Tribunal 
of Ontario but Valcke said 
claims that using the pitches 
was discriminating against 
women were “crazy” and “a 
nonsense”.

This is the first 24-nation 
tournament for the women, 
a 50 per cent expansion, and 
there are eight debutants. Fifa 
will be hoping there is not a 
result to match Germany’s 
11-0 win over Argentina in the 
2007 finals. 

Pardew and the then manag-
ing director, Derek Llambias 
and the PR operator Keith 
Bishop, that suggested he 
would be offered a tad longer 
than the previous quintet, but 
few foresaw his reign would 
outlast all five put together.

Pardew had, however, 
shown courage on his first day 
as manager. Neither Lambias 
nor Ashley faced the media. 
Instead, the new manager sat 
on his own in the media suite 
at St James’ Park as the lights 
flashed and the questions 
whirred. It was a hostile and 
lonely introduction to life on 
Tyneside, emotions he has 
encountered since, at particu-
larly white-knuckle periods of 
his four-year tenure.

After that, he had to meet 
the Newcastle captain, Kevin 
Nolan, and try to get a dress-
ing room on board. He man-
aged that. There was a first 
game against Liverpool at 
St James’ Park, for which he 
walked alone down the tun-
nel for a Saturday tea-time 
kick-off and faced the blind-
ing lights of cameras against 
a brooding Tyneside skyline. 
Newcastle won 3-1 that day. 
Nolan, Andy Carroll and 
Joey Barton, three key allies 
of Hughton, scored.

He built a new team based 
around Demba Ba and Yohan 
Cabaye that fought for its life, 
flirted with the Champions 
League, and eventually fin-
ished fifth. It won him the Pre-
mier League manager of the 
year and LMA manager of the 
year. Newcastle, incredibly, 
did not strengthen their squad 

I knew 
there were 
going to 
be difficult 
days when 
I’ve had to 
dig in
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It is not just Santa who 
will be getting the sack 
ready as Christmas 
nears. With 18 points 
at stake in the next 

25 days, and then the re-opening of the 
transfer window, several Premier League 
chairmen will also be pondering whether 
it is time to hand their manager the most 
unwanted of seasonal surprises. 

Common decency dictates few managers 
are actually fired at Christmas –Sheffield 
Wednesday’s brutal Christmas Eve axing 
of Derek Dooley in 1973, and Charlton’s 
despatch of Les Reed seven years ago, are 
rare exceptions. December, is, however, a 
dangerous time in the dug-out. Last season 
Martin Jol (Fulham), Steve Clarke (West 
Brom), Andre Villas-Boas (Tottenham) and 
Malky Mackay (Cardiff City) were all sacked 
this month, bringing to six the number of 
ousted Premier League bosses. 

So far, 14 matches into this campaign, no 
manager has been handed his P45 (Tony 
Pulis quit Crystal Palace on the season’s 
eve). If they all make it to midnight, this will 
be the first season since 1995-96 that the 
top flight has reached 7 December without 
a dismissal. Then the first manager to go 
was Roy McFarland, at Bolton, in January.

It is a very different story in 
the managerial killing field of the 
Championship, where Uwe Rösler last 
month became the 12th manager to part 
company with their employer. Even with 
Watford by then on their fourth gaffer, and 
Leeds their third, that meant nine clubs 
were under new management. There have 
also been four changes in League One, and 
eight in League Two.

This is not unusual. The Premier League, 
notes Dr Sue Bridgewater, director of 

Why no Premier League managers have been sacked yet this season
sports research at Liverpool University, 
“has historically been somewhat more 
stable in terms of managerial roles than 
the Football League”. Bridgewater, who is 
also a consultant to the League Managers’ 
Association, adds that another likely factor 
is “a majority of appointments are managers 
with high levels of experience, success and 
the highest level of coaching qualification”.

In addition, notes Bridgewater, “last 
season saw the highest number of dismissals 
in the Premier League [12, plus Mauricio 
Pochettino quit] and, as so many clubs 
changed manager last season, these clubs 
are early in the tenure of the new manager 
and might be less likely to change again 
within less than a year”.

In this, the current season is similar to 

1995-96, which followed a campaign in 
which 15 clubs changed manager either 
during or after the season. Only McFarland, 
who had been joint-manager at Bolton 
alongside Colin Todd, was removed, though 
there were also two post-season changes.

Certainly Alan Irvine’s survival prospects 
would seem to be enhanced by having 
only been appointed at West Brom during 
the summer. And while Albion chairman 
Jeremy Peace can be ruthless – Pepe Mel 
lasted less than six months – the fact Irvine 
was head-hunted by newly appointed 
technical director Terry Burton should buy 
him some time.

Similarly, that Pochettino was only hired 
in the summer, and Neil Warnock late 

Allardyce and Pardew 
survived, and their clubs 
have thrived

Odds: Home 6-4 Draw 12-5 Away 2-1
Kick-off today, 3pm (Highlights bbc 1, 10.20pm) 
Team news abel Hernandez (personal) returns 
to contention for Hull but midfielders Gaston 
ramirez (suspension) and mohamed diamé 
(knee) miss out. West bromwich albion are 
without chris brunt (hamstring) along with 
Jonas Olsson (achilles) and claudio yacob 
(suspension) but James morrison (illness) and 
Sébastien Pocognoli (leg) return to boost alan 
Irvine’s side for the trip north.

Odds: Home 6-1 Draw 3-1 Away 1-2
Kick-off today, 12.45pm (bt Sport 1; highlights 
bbc 1, 10.20pm) 
Team news Newcastle welcome back moussa 
Sissoko and Jack colback (both suspension) but 
Fabricio coloccini (hamstring) is unlikely to be 
risked and mike Williamson, daryl Janmaat and 
Sammy ameobi face checks. diego costa returns 
from a ban for chelsea and Gary cahill (head) is 
expected to be fit, while ramires or John Obi 
mikel replace the suspended Nemanja matic.

Odds: Home 3-5 Draw 16-5 Away 5-1
Kick-off today, 3pm (Highlights bbc 1, 10.20pm) 
Team news tottenham have Kyle Naughton 
back from a ban but the defender is doubtful, 
along with Vlad chiriches. danny rose (rib) is 
also back but emmanuel adebayor (virus/back) 
misses out. Joe Ledley (hip) is struggling for 
crystal Palace and damien delaney (calf) and 
adrian mariappa (knee) are unavailable but Neil 
Warnock should have forward dwight Gayle 
(illness) fit for the short trip north.

Odds: Home 3-1 Draw 13-5 Away evens
Kick-off today, 3pm (Highlights bbc 1, 10.20pm) 
Team news Stoke will make late decisions on 
Jon Walters (knee) and robert Huth (calf), but 
Glenn Whelan (calf) is struggling, along with 
Stephen Ireland (illness). Nacho monreal 
(ankle) misses out for arsenal and the London 
side will make late checks on Laurent Koscielny, 
Wojciech Szczesny, tomas rosicky, Kieran 
Gibbs and yaya Sanogo. mathieu debuchy 
(ankle) is close to a return for the Gunners.

Odds: Home 11-10 Draw 12-5 Away 13-5
Kick-off today, 3pm (Highlights bbc 1, 10.20pm) 
Team news Queen’s Park rangers manager 
Harry redknapp has no new concerns, with 
forward bobby Zamora (back) back, but mid-
fielders adel taarabt (groin), Sandro and 
alejandro Faurlin (both knee) remain unavail-
able. defenders Stephen Ward (ankle) and 
michael duff (calf) are missing for burnley, but 
forward Sam Vokes (knee) is nearing a return 
after impressing in a friendly this week.

Odds: Home 1-2 Draw 7-2 Away 13-2
Kick-off today, 3pm (Highlights bbc 1, 10.20pm) 
Team news Steven Gerrard may be rested 
again by Liverpool and mario balotelli remains 
out but Philippe coutinho (knee) has recovered 
and Jose enrique (knee) may also be in 
contention. Sunderland welcome adam 
Johnson and Wes brown back but Sebastian 
coates is ineligible against his parent side and 
Steven Fletcher (back) is doubtful for Gus 
Poyet’s visitors.

Sport  / Football
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Worrying 
times for 
Paul Lambert 
at aston Villa 
– but he has 
a long-term 
contract 
gETTy

the uplift in Sunderland’s results after 
Martin O’Neill replaced Steve Bruce 
in December 2011. Warnock knew his 
inexperienced chairman, Tony Fernandes, 
would look at O’Neill’s impact and assume 
that was what happened when a club 
changed manager. Sure enough, a few 
weeks later Fernandes fired Warnock.

LMA research suggests there is often a 
brief improvement when a club changes 
manager, but results soon revert to the 
norm. Improvement might, too, have 
happened anyway, which is why two of the 
most significant acts by owners this year 
have involved not acting.

Last winter Sam Allardyce was reportedly 
on the brink of being fired by West Ham 
almost every week. This autumn Alan 
Pardew was said to be one result from the 
sack. Both men survived and their clubs 
have subsequently thrived.

Given the huge cost of replacing a 
Premier League manager – in pay-outs to 
him and his backroom staff, and transfer 
fees as the new man demands his own 
players – several chairmen have doubtless 
looked at West Ham and Newcastle and 
decided to stay their hand. After all, Fulham 
(twice), Cardiff and Norwich all changed 
manager last season, and still went down. 

Nevertheless, at some point a nervy 
chairman will reach for the trigger.

Nigel Pearson, with two points from nine 
games and his relationship with Leicester 
supporters souring, looks vulnerable. So 
does Bruce, who has invested more than 
£30m net in 2014, and won only six of 33 
league matches.

Yet both clubs could 
suddenly revive under 
their management. 
Decisions, decisions... 

1

2

3
United risk price hikes
Manchester United have 
always paid a transfer 
premium but letting it be 
known Louis van Gaal has 
£100m-£150m to spend 
ensures an even higher 
mark-up. Such expressions 
of confidence may help to 
maintain the share price, 
but it is hard to recall similar 
revelations during the David 
Gill-Alex Ferguson era. 

And did those feet... ?
In defining England’s DNA, 
the FA should have sought 
an alternative to the national 
anthem rather than hoping 
players would “create a 
personal meaning” for it. 
This dirge is not used by any 
of the UK’s other countries 
and England used to walk 
out to “Heart of Oak”. Why 
not follow cricket and adopt 
William Blake’s “Jerusalem”? 

Keeping them in reserve
The substitutes’ bench has 
become a sofa for foreign 
goalies. More than 70 per 
cent of imported keepers 
have played fewer than 
20 competitive games, 
the Football Association’s  
Talent ID Conference heard 
yesterday; more than 40 per 
cent have never featured in a 
senior match. What a waste.

4
Life in the old Drog yet
Earlier this season it was 
suggested here that Frank 
Lampard and Didier Drogba 
no longer had the legs 
for the Premier League’s 
hurly-burly. That assessment 
was premature. Class is 
permanent and, aided by 
judicious management, the 
pair continue to show it.

5
Powell promise fades
Nick Powell was once one of 
England’s most promising 
teenagers. Now 20, he is 
unable to get into the match-
day squad of bottom club 
Leicester and is being sent 
back to Old Trafford. His 
story highlights the game’s 
problem in turning potential 
into performance.

twitter.com/GlennMoore7

f i v e  a s i d e s
by g l e n n  m o o r e

August, ought to work in their favour even 
at clubs that work through managers as 
rapidly as Spurs and Palace.

There are a couple of other factors at 
work. No team has been cut adrift at the 
bottom, and is thus looking in need of 
dramatic surgery, and the three teams in 
the relegation places have managers who 
as recently as May were being toasted for 
winning promotion.

Among other bosses of clubs in the lower 
reaches of the table, Gus Poyet has credit 
in the bank for saving Sunderland from 
relegation last season, as do Steve Bruce for 
taking Hull to their first FA Cup final and 
highest league finish and Mark Hughes for 
overseeing a transformation in Stoke City’s 
football while also steering them to their 
best finish since the 1970s. 

Making up the bottom nine are Aston 
Villa, whose four-year contract offer to 
Paul Lambert in the opening month of the 
season now looks ludicrously premature to 
many, but not necessarily to owner Randy 
Lerner. The American is trying to sell the 
club, so needs stability. He has also adopted 
an increasingly common strategic plan, 
which can be summarised thus: survive 
at minimal cost. Like Alan Pardew at 
Newcastle, Lambert has slashed the playing 
budget while staying in the Premier League, 
which in itself is now worth at least £65m.

The problem comes, of course, when 
survival is imperilled. So far Lerner and 
Lambert have kept their nerve and been 
rewarded with a brace of 15th places (worth 
£72.7m to Villa last season). 

One other factor is the domino effect. 
Chairmen tend to copy each other.

Warnock has said that when he was 
at QPR, and just keeping clear of the 
relegation zone, he watched with concern 

  P W D L F A Pts
Chelsea  14  11  3  0  33  11  36
Man City  14  9  3  2  31  14  30
So’ton  14  8  2  4  24  10  26
Man Utd  14  7  4  3  24  16  25
West Ham  14  7  3  4  23  17  24
Arsenal  14  6  5  3  22  15  23
Swansea  14  6  4  4  19  14  22
Liverpool  14  6  2  6  19  19  20
Newcastle  14  5  5  4  15  17  20
Tottenham  14  6  2  6  18  21  20
Everton  14  4  6  4  24  22  18
Aston Villa  14  4  4  6  8  18  16
Stoke  14  4  3  7  14  18  15
Sunderland  14  2  8  4  13  23  14
C Palace  14  3  4  7  18  23  13
West Brom  14  3  4  7  14  20  13
Hull  14  2  6  6  15  21  12
Burnley  14  2  6  6  10  22  12
QPR  14  3  2  9  14  27  11
Leicester  14  2  4  8  14  24  10

Leading scorers
14  Sergio Aguero manchester city 
11 Diego Costa chelsea 
9  Alexis Sanchez arsenal
7  Charlie Austin Queen’s Park rangers 
 Saido Berahino West bromwich albion

Odds: Home 13-10 Draw 12-5 Away 2-1
Kick-off tomorrow, 1.30pm (Sky Sports 1; 
highlights bbc 1, 10.30pm) 
Team news West Ham are hopeful over diafra 
Sakho (back) and alex Song (knee) but mid-
fielder mark Noble (calf) may miss out. Neil 
taylor is suspended for Swansea after picking 
up a fifth booking and defender Federico 
Fernandez (calf) is also out for the Welsh side 
but manager Garry monk will make late checks 
on midfielder Leon britton (knee).

Odds: Home 1-2 Draw 15-4 Away 6-1
Kick-off today, 5.30pm (Sky Sports 1; 
highlights bbc 1, 10.20pm) 
Team news edin dzeko and aleksandar 
Kolarov (both knee) may both return for 
manchester city, who miss Vincent Kompany 
(hamstring) and david Silva (knee) and who will 
rest Stevan Jovetic. antolin alcaraz (shoulder) 
could figure for everton along with arouna 
Koné and bryan Oviedo, but Steven Naismith, 
James mccarthy and darron Gibson are out.

Odds: Home 9-5 Draw 5-2 Away 6-4
Kick-off monday, 8pm (Sky Sports 1; highlights 
Sky Sports 1, 2.30am tuesday) 
Team news Jack cork (ankle) is out for at least 
a month for Southampton and manager ronald 
Koeman also has doubts over toby alderweireld 
(hamstring). morgan Schneiderlin remains out 
but dusan tadic is fit. Wayne rooney (knee) 
returns for manchester united but angel di 
maria (hamstring) is missing along with Luke 
Shaw, Jonny evans, rafael and daley blind.

Odds: Home 7-5 Draw 12-5 Away 11-5
Kick-off tomorrow, 4pm (Sky Sports 1; 
highlights bbc 1, 10.30pm) 
Team news Joe cole (hamstring) could be out 
till christmas for Villa and andreas Weimann is 
suspended. Fabian delph (shoulder) has 
returned to training but remains unavailable. 
Wes morgan is suspended for Leicester after 
his red card against Liverpool in midweek, while 
manager Nigel Pearson has concerns over 
david Nugent (illness) among others.
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PETE EvANS

‘I block out 
a lot of the 
memories’

David Mannix was compared to Wayne Rooney as a kid, 
played for England Under-20s and was on Liverpool’s bench 
in Istanbul... but injuries denied him a shot at the big time.  
As his Warrington side aim for another FA Cup upset today, 
he tells s I m o n  h u g h e s  why he refuses to dwell on the past 

‘Cup run is Maidstone’s 
reward for fighting back’ 

Maidstone’s FA Cup second-
round tie at Wrexham today is 
a reward for their long-suffer-
ing fans, claims Frannie Col-
lin, the striker who got them 
through the first round.

The seventh-tier Ryman 
League outfit make the trip to 
the north Wales Conference 
club after beating League Two 
Stevenage 2-1 in a first-round 
replay thanks to two goals 
from Collin.

It is a dramatic rebirth for 
Maidstone. The former Foot-
ball League club went bank-
rupt in 1992 and though a new 
club rose from the ashes it did 
not have a ground of its own 
until three years ago, when 
they returned to Maidstone at 
their new Gallagher Stadium 
home.

“This is a fantastic moment 
for all those who fought so hard 
to bring professional football 
back to Maidstone,” said Col-
lin. “Now look at us, we are 
in the second round of the FA 
Cup. I don’t think many of us 
believed this could happen so 
soon, but it has.”

The Stones could welcome 
back their captain Steve Watt 
after a thigh injury as they 

tackle a side who are no stran-
gers to Cup upsets themselves. 
Wrexham’s 2-1 win over Arse-
nal in 1992 is still regarded as 
one of the competition’s great-
est giant-killings.

But Jay Saunders, the Maid-
stone manager, is reluctant to 
risk Watt with key league fix-
tures looming for a side who 
are second in the Ryman Pre-
mier Division. “I don’t know if 
he’ll go straight back into the 
side at the minute,” he said.

“We’ve got the league to 
think about as well and we’ve 
got a massive game against 
Leatherhead on Tuesday. 
If playing him at Wrexham 
means he ends up missing 
the next four league games, I 
wouldn’t take the chance. He 
knows how I feel about it but 
we’ll have to see.”

In other FA Cup games, 
Bury, who lifted the trophy 
twice in four years over a 
century ago, and 1959 finalists 
and four-time semi-finalists 
Luton do battle at Gigg Lane 
in one of three all-League Two 
clashes, along with Oxford’s 
Kassam Stadium game against 
Tranmere and Cambridge’s 
home tie with Mansfield.

Last season’s semi-finalists 
Sheffield United, will look to 
avoid becoming giant-killing 
victims when they host Ply-
mouth, while Preston hope 
to avoid the same fate against 
Shrewsbury.

Today’s fixtures also see 
a father and son in FA Cup 
action. Gary Johnson’s Yeovil 
make the trip to Accrington, 
while son Lee will watch his 
Oldham outfit tackle third-
tier rivals Doncaster.

MK Dons ,  who have 
recorded home cup wins over 
the likes of AFC Wimbledon 
and Manchester United 
already this season, host 
Chesterfield today.

maidstone’s 
Frannie 
collin scores 
the winner 
against 
Stevenage in 
their Fa cup 
first-round 
replay
gETTy

Blyth back as giant-killers after 
local rivals Hartlepool humbled

Non-league Blyth Spartans 
rolled back the years to their 
FA Cup giant-killing exploits 
of 1978 by beating League Two 
Hartlepool 2-1 in the second 
round at the Victoria Ground 
last night.

The home side took the 
lead when Jonathan Franks 
ghosted on to a cross from the 
right to head home from close 
range in the 31st minute.

However Blyth, of the Evo-
Stik League Northern Premier 
League, were undaunted and 
equalised through Stephen 
Turnbull’s free-kick 11 min-

utes after half-time. With a 
replay beckoning at Croft 
Park, Jarrett Rivers got free 
down the right and kept his 
cool to bury Blyth’s winner 
into the bottom corner of the 
net and earn Tommy Cassi-
dy’s side a place in Monday’s 
draw.

Meanwhile, the name of 
Accrington Stanley’s ground, 
the Store First Stadium,  
is unlikely to provoke fear 
in visitors. But midfielder 
John O’Sullivan says the 
din of the fans is a different  
matter – and he hopes Yeovil 
Town are “crawling off the 
pitch” after today’s second 
round match.

SPorTS STAFF

Jarrett Rivers 
got Blyth’s 
dramatic late 
winner with 
a superb solo 
effort

This is a 
fantastic 
moment 
for those 
who fought 
to save  
the club
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david 
mannix 
(circled) after 
Liverpool’s 
2005 
champions 
League 
victory and 
(below) 
with one of 
his england 
under-20 
caps
gETTy; ColIN 
MCPHErsoN

It is painful for David Mannix 
reflecting on the past – what 
might have been, the dreams 
touched but not lived because 
of rotten fortune. 

Only when he really has to 
will Mannix catch sight of his 
younger self as a junior mem-
ber of Liverpool’s Champions 
League-winning squad on 
arguably the club’s greatest 
night, in Istanbul in 2005. 
Look at the photographs and 
he is there, wearing a track-
suit and garlanded in red and 
white tickertape just yards 
away from Steven Gerrard 
– the midfielder he was often 
compared to – as Europe’s 
most illustrious trophy is 
hoisted into the air.

“I could run, I could pass 
with both feet, I could shoot 
with power and I flew into 
tackles,” Mannix says. “But 
I never thought, ‘Oh yeah, 
I’m the next Steven Gerrard.’ 
I wanted to be me. I didn’t 
want to be someone else. I was 
desperate to prove myself and 
have my own identity.”

Travelling further back in 
time, Mannix can remember 
rooming with Wayne Rooney 
on international duty when 
the pair were England youths 
and considered almost as 
equals by those in the know.

“I was Liverpool’s main 
player and Wayne was Ever-
ton’s,” Mannix says. “I’d back 

myself against anyone. But he 
had what I had plus some. I 
was strong for my age; he was 
stronger. Wayne was the only 
lad that I came across who was 
better than me.”

While Rooney now cap-
tains England and has 100 
caps, Mannix – also 29 – leads 
Warrington Town, who are in 
the First Division North of the 
Northern Premier League, the 
eighth tier of English football, 
and who face Gateshead tomor-
row in the FA Cup second 
round, having beaten League 
Two’s Exeter last time out, the 
shock result of the first round. 
It was Mannix who delivered 
the corner for Craig Robinson’s 
match-winning header.

But why is he setting up 
Robinson, not Gerrard? Five 
knee operations, a broken leg 
and a ban for breaching betting 
rules are partly to blame. 

And yet it had all looked 
so promising when he was a 
teenager with talent so obvi-
ous he was often selected to 
perform five years above his 
natural group. After his par-
ents separated when he was 
13, he became the first player 
at Liverpool’s Academy to be 
allocated a personal counsellor 
so that he could try to deal with 
the emotional difficulties. At 
15, he made his debut for the 
reserves with Steve Heighway, 
the winger-turned-academy 

client. David Bentley, Darren 
Bent and Kieran Richardson 
were in the same group. There 
were big contracts. I had an 
agent. But by the time I was 
25 my professional career was 
over. I’m not into psychology. 
But when I was banned and 
not knowing what was going 
on in my life, there were signs 
of depression. That period is 
a blur.”

Mannix’s medical history is 
so agonising that there is not 
enough space here to detail 
all his body’s failings. On first 
cracking his right knee aged 
17, he was told by several spe-
cialists that he would not play 
again. Eighteen months later, 
the assessment of renowned 
Colorado-based surgeon 
Richard Steadman was more 
hopeful, suggesting a 60 per 
cent chance of recovery. After 
three years of rehabilitation, 
when he regularly discussed 
his problems with Jamie Red-
knapp, a sufferer of the same 
injury, Mannix was fit again. 
“I felt like a new player, I was 
flying,” he recalls. Liverpool 
rewarded him with a three-
year contract. “Then I jumped 
into a 50-50 tackle in a reserve 
match against Newcastle and 
snapped my leg.”

The drive, which once 
helped him determine the out-
come of matches, dissolved. “I 
never allowed an opponent to 
dominate me. But after work-
ing so hard to get back to that 
level, it killed me off.”

Mannix recovered in time 
and resumed playing – but 
not at the same level. He won 
a promotion to the Norwegian 
First Division with the curi-
ously named Ham-Kam, then 
found himself at Chester, then 
Accrington Stanley, where 
he ran into further trouble. 
He placed a £4,000 bet on 
Accrington to lose their final 
game of the 2007-08 season at 
home to Bury, a breach of FA 
rules. He was banned for 10 
months. If people are prepared 
to listen, there is an explana-
tion for what he considers at 
worse was a misunderstand-
ing of the guidelines.

“It’s much clearer now but 
back then it was a grey area. I 
didn’t think I was doing any-
thing wrong. I went into the 
shop and put the bet on myself. 
I wasn’t hiding anything. I 
wasn’t in the squad, the next 
day I was leaving Accrington 
and the team wasn’t as strong 
as it usually would be. It was a 

director, insisting he be 
offered a long-term deal, so 
certain was he that, barring 
demons taking control of 
Mannix’s mind or him suffer-
ing serious injury, the player 
would establish himself in the 
first team.

Heighway paid Gerrard 
and Jamie Carragher the 
same compliment and they 
proved his judgement correct, 
amassing more than 1,400 
appearances between them. 
Mannix, however, never made 
it to one.

He arrives for our interview 
carrying, scrunched-up in an 
orange supermarket bag, his 
England Under-20 caps and 
creased Liverpool shirts with 
his name and the No 38 on 
the back. He rarely looks at 
them. They live with his mum, 
Donna, in the Merseyside 
overspill town of Winsford, 
Cheshire, where he spent his 
childhood before Liverpool 
brought him to the city where 
his grandparents originally 
came from.

“I block out a lot of the mem-
ories,” he says. “The positive 
ones lead to thinking about the 
negative and I’m not ready to 
deal with them just yet. I had 
full-time football every day 
since I was 14. Everything was 
given to me. I had boot deals 
with Nike and then went to 
adidas, where I was an elite 

case of seeing A playing B and 
A not being better than B.

“Three other players got 
done as well but there was no 
conspiracy, nothing was fixed. 
Accrington hit the woodwork 
a few times and gave it a real 
go. On another day, the result 
might have been different. 
The authorities wanted to 
send out a message. Because 
we weren’t high profile, we 
were made an example of.”

Mannix retired as a pro-
fessional through the PFA, 
meaning he could claim his 
pension earlier than usual. 
Entering non-league, he 
joined Vauxhall Motors, then 
Colwyn Bay – the team War-
rington knocked out in the 
third qualifying round of this 
season’s FA Cup run, before 
Exeter were beaten in front of 
the BBC cameras.

Mannix, who is a qualified 
Uefa coach and runs his own 
football school in Liverpool, 
believes Exeter underesti-
mated Warrington by travel-
ling on the day of the game. 
“Six hours on a coach can’t be 
good preparation, can it?” he 
says. As captain, it was Man-
nix’s responsibility to arrange 
celebrations the next day. “We 
met for a pizza and did a good 
shift on the ale. People were 
stopping us on the street and 
offering their congratulations. 
It was a brilliant feeling.”

Warrington will train at 
Everton’s Finch Farm complex 
today before staying overnight 
in the North-east. Gateshead, 
three tiers above Warrington, 
are vying for promotion to the 
Football League. 

“Gateshead are supposedly 
the Barcelona of the Confer-
ence but that doesn’t bother 
us,” Mannix says. “We’ve 
got good footballers, too. I 
was brought up at Liverpool 
playing the right way. But in 
our side, that goes out of the 
window. You’ve got to earn 
the right to win any match. 
We’re a tough bunch, physi-
cal – a bit of a throw-back. 
It comes from our manager, 
Shaun Reid [Peter’s brother], 
who’s the maddest fella I’ve 
worked for. He won’t mind me 
saying that. The mentality is 
about intimidating the oppo-
sition, getting in their faces, 
tackling hard and winning the 
ball high up the pitch. We start 
games in a whirlwind. I’ll be 
honest, we’re horrible.”

Due to the pain in his knee, 
Mannix believes he has no 
more than three seasons left. 
Yet he harbours no bitterness. 
“I wouldn’t still be playing with 
a smile on my face otherwise, 
having that determination to 
prove myself every week.”

And what if Warrington 
were to upset Gateshead and 
draw Liverpool in the next 
round? There, Mannix would 
be lining up against a midfield 
that, in another life, he might 
have been part of. “Any Pre-
mier League team would do,” 
he says with a grin. “I’ll always 
be a Liverpool supporter. After 
everything that’s happened, 
it’d be some sort of miracle.”

I jumped 
into a  
50-50 in a 
reserve 
match and 
my leg 
snapped 
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Sport  / Rugby Union / European Champions Cup

Toulon test can 
be start of Cole’s 
return to England

It was at this time of year in 
2009 that Dan Cole of Leices-
ter, nothing more than a faint 
rumour as far as the general 
rugby public was concerned, 
first announced himself as 
a big, solid fact of union life 
by scrummaging one French 
international prop, Lionel 
Faure, clean off the pitch in 
an important Heineken Cup 
game at Welford Road and 
giving a second, Thomas 
Domingo, all the close-quarter 
grief he could handle. Two 
months later, he was in the 
England front row.

And there he stayed until 
this February, when, during 
a bog-standard weights ses-
sion at the red-rose base in 
Surrey, he suddenly found 
himself unable to bench-press 
anything heavier than thin air 
and was promptly diagnosed 
as suffering from a neck condi-
tion serious enough to put his 
career under threat. Tomor-
row he will attempt to recover 
some of the lost ground by tak-
ing another Frenchman or two 
to the cleaners in a European 
match every bit as central to 
his club’s well-being as the 
one five years ago.

There is a good deal riding 

on his performance against 
the reigning champions Tou-
lon, who are every bit as for-
midably equipped at the sharp 
end of the pack as Clermont 
Auvergne were back in ’09. 
The Six Nations is just around 
the corner, followed by some 
other tournament – that’s 
right, a home World Cup – a 
little further down the road, 
and since Cole last made his 
voice heard in affairs of rugby 
state, other props of the tight-
head variety have piped up to 
considerable effect.

Cole’s understudy at the 
last World Cup, the Bath 
forward David Wilson, has, 
by common consent, made 
the most of his recent first-
choice status. He may not be 
as mobile as the Leicester man 
and cannot begin to match 
him in the turnover depart-
ment, but when an England 
pack performs as well as this 
one, it is safe to assume that 
the man in the No 3 shirt is 
doing plenty right.

And then there is the 
newcomer, Kieran Brookes, 
whose cameos off the bench 
have been eye-catching. It 
may be that no prop in the 
country carries the ball as 

As he prepares for tomorrow’s meeting with the French club in the 
European Champions Cup, Leicester prop knows he faces tough fight
to reclaim an international place after nasty neck injury – but he sees
only positives in the challenges ahead, as he explains to C h r i s  h E w E T T

Co l E  i n 
n u m b E r s

48
The prop has 

won 48 caps for 
England, making 
his debut against 

Wales in 2010

10
Months since 

Cole’s last 
England game 
– in Scotland 

back in February

4
Games for 

Leicester this 
season, making 
his comeback v  
Sale last month
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Harlequins v Leinster
(Tomorrow, 3.15pm)
The Leinster team who won 
back-to-back European titles 
in the early years of this decade 
may well have been the finest 
of the Heineken Cup era: bet-
ter even than the Leicester of 
Martin Johnson and the Tou-
lon of Jonny Wilkinson. The 
fact that the current lot are not 
quite of the same standard will 
come as some relief to Harle-
quins, who badly need to win 
this game, but there are other 
forces at work that may not be 
to the English club’s liking.

No one of sound mind 
believes that the Dubliners 
have forgotten the fake blood 
scandal perpetrated by Quins 
in 2009 – an affair that might 
easily have halted the Irish 
province’s progress to the 
final, where they beat Leices-
ter to achieve their hearts’ 
desire. And no one imagines 
that memories of the brutal 
political battle over the future 
of European rugby, instigated 
by the top Premiership clubs 
and ultimately won by them, 
are anything but fresh in the 
minds of those on the far side 
of the water.

All things considered, 
then, this should be on the 
lively side. Quins have their 
England contingent – Chris 
Robshaw, Joe Marler, Mike 
Brown – back in the start-
ing line-up, but even if those 
three perform at the peak of 
their powers, they will be hard 
pushed to cramp the style of 
Rob Kearney, Gordon D’Arcy, 
Jamie Heaslip and company.

Leicester v Toulon
(Tomorrow, 5.30pm)
Leicester have a pack worthy 
of the name, especially as the 
outstanding front-rowers Mar-
cos Ayerza, Tom Youngs and 
Dan Cole are operating as a 

collective again. But when it 
comes to the big names for the 
big occasion, Toulon hold most 
of the cards. A spectacular array 
of Test talent from eight World 
Cup nations gives the reigning 
champions the most menacing 
of looks: only they could stick 
forwards as experienced as the 
All Black prop Carl Hayman 
and the Springbok flanker Juan 
Smith on the bench.

Inevitably, there will be 
much interest in the perform-
ance of Steffon Armitage, but 
the visitors have so much clout 
in other departments, Eng-
land’s “lost” flanker could play 
the worst game of his life and 
still be on the winning side.

Sale v Saracens
(Today, 1pm)
It may or may not be sig-
nificant that Owen Farrell, 
dropped from the England 
starting XI a week ago, 
lines up at inside centre for 
Saracens rather than outside-
half. Maybe the explanation 
is simple: Charlie Hodgson’s 
form at No 10 during the 
autumn Test window was so 
good, only a crazy man would 
demote him at this delicate 
moment in the campaign.

The Londoners will be 
helped no end by the absence 
of Daniel Braid and Dave Sey-
mour from the Sale loose com-
bination, and Johnny Leota 
from their midfield.

Best of the rest
Northampton are hot favour-
ites for a maximum five-point 
haul against weakened Tre-
viso, even over there at Stadio 
Comunale di Monigo, hence 
their decision to leave players 
as important as Kahn Fotuali’i, 
Dylan Hartley, Courtney 
Lawes and Tom Wood on the 
bench. Wasps, meanwhile, 
travel to Castres for the clash 
of the bottom feeders with-
out Christian Wade and Joe 
Simpson, two of their bright-
est attacking sparks.

Robshaw returns 
as Quins face up to 
Leinster bad blood
cHrIS HEwETT
rugby union correSpondent

dynamically as the 20-stoner 
from Stoke, who spent time 
with Cole at Leicester before 
joining Newcastle.

“In terms of pure set piece 
– scrum, line-out, maul 
– there aren’t many better 
packs than England’s right 
now,” Cole acknowledged as 
he assessed the scale of the 
challenge ahead of him. “The 
French and the Argentines are 
also up there, but when you 
achieve the kind of forward 
dominance against the big 
southern hemisphere teams 
we saw during the autumn 
series, it can take you a long 
way. England didn’t win all 
their games and we know how 
smart the All Blacks and the 
Wallabies are when it comes to 
adapting, but as we’ve found 
at Leicester over a number of 
years, a dominant pack gets 
you a lot of results.

“So when you look at the 
England pack, it’s going to be 
hard for anyone to get back 
in, be they Lions Test players 
– Geoff Parling, Tom Youngs 
– or whoever. But the way I see 
it, if you can force your way 
back against tough competi-
tion, you’ll be the better for it. 
When I was coming through 

the ranks at Leicester, I had 
Julian White and Martin 
Castrogiovanni ahead of me. If 
you get to the top of that kind 
of tree, it means something.

“As far as the England thing 
is concerned, I have to start 
playing to a standard where I 
make myself selectable. From 
there, it’s the competition in 
the squad that drives people 
on. It’s nothing to be scared 
of. You have to relish the test 
and enjoy it.”

So what happened during 
that gym session 10 months 
ago? To the naked eye, Cole 
had seemed perfectly at one 
with the world in the early 
games of the Six Nations 
– a narrow defeat in France, 
a commanding wet-weather 
victory in Scotland – and 
was set fair for the big game 
with Ireland at Twickenham. 
By suddenly going kaput, 
he threw the entire England 
operation into a tailspin.

“I’d been suffering from 
a stiff neck since playing a 
European game against Ulster 
in January,” he recalled. “So 
when, in the third week of 
the Six Nations, I tried to go 
through that weights routine 
and found I had no power in 
my left arm, it flagged up the 
possibility that the problem 
was something neural. I was 
sent off for a scan and that 
revealed a bulging disc in my 
neck, which was affecting the 
nerve route in my arm.

“Neck surgery is  not 
something you really want 
to undergo if you can help it, 
so I was happy to accept the 
specialist’s advice when he 
recommended three months 
of rest to let the bulge settle. It 
didn’t settle, unfortunately, so 
they operated in May.

“Was I worried? It wasn’t 
ideal. When you understand 
the forces that go through your 
neck, you don’t really want to 
mess around with it. But the 
surgeon had operated on most 
of the Leicester team – he did 
Tom Youngs’ back, Tom Croft’s 
neck, Miles Benjamin’s neck, 
Geoff Parling’s neck – and with 
them all playing again, I knew 
I’d be all right.

“It was meant to be a six-
month recovery, but I’m 
ahead of that and I’ve never 
felt better. It’s been frustrat-
ing, though: just sitting on my 

arse on the sofa doing pretty 
much zero – I wasn’t meant to 
‘activate’ my neck at all – when 
all I wanted was to be a part of 
what was going on at Leices-
ter... it was tough to take. A 
bit of video analysis and a free 
lunch is not really enough to 
get you up in the morning.

“Some people suggested I 
should go travelling, but you 
can’t just sod off for three 
months, can you? I thought it 
was my job to stay involved as 
much as possible and help out 
where needed. I’m not much 
of a beach person, anyway.”

Cole may be a month or so 
ahead of schedule, but this is 
not to suggest that his reha-
bilitation has been anything 
other than painstaking. The 
long weeks of nothing much 
were followed by equally long 
weeks of non-contact strength 
recovery work – the rugby 
equivalent of army square-
bashing. Then came the anx-
ious wait for a first competi-
tive outing, together with a 
first competitive scrum.

“Before our game against 
Sale last month there was 
some nervousness – not 
about the state of my neck, 
but about being crap after 10 
months out of the game,” he 
said. “When you’re away for 
that amount of time, you don’t 
really have a clue what’s going 
to happen. Thankfully, I was 
thrown straight into a scrum 
and after that, I was back on 
auto-pilot. Since then, play-
ing 65 minutes and then 80 
minutes, it’s been a matter of 
building up my match fitness 
and awareness. You can do as 
much training as you like, but 
you still have to know what to 
chase and what not to chase.”

If Toulon’s stellar imports 
c l i c k  t o m o r r o w,  C o l e 
could find himself chasing 
shadows. “You come across 
all-international packs in 
European rugby, but it’s not 
often you run into a complete 
squad with Test players from 
No 1 to No 23,” he said. “It 
could be as hard as a Test 
match, and knowing the way 
the French play, a forward-
dominated Test match at that. 
Still, it’s good to be back, even 
if I feel I’m in the middle of 
pre-season while everyone 
else is halfway through the 
serious stuff.”

dan cole 
in positive 
frame of 
mind, and 
(above) in 
action for 
Leicester last 
month 
ANDrEw Fox; 
gETTy

It’s the 
competition 
that drives 
people on. 
You have to 
relish the 
test

Bath give new life to their Champions Cup hopes 

Bath made light of terrible 
conditions in the south of 
France last night, rolling to 
an easy victory to keep their 
European Rugby Champi-

ons Cup hopes on course. 
The visitors, who had lost 
their first two games of the 
new tournament against Tou-
louse and Glasgow gained 15 
points from the increasingly 
assured boot of George Ford 
and a powerful performance 
from their pack as Montpellier 
lost their discipline in the mud 
and driving rain.

With the game safely in 
Bath’s pocket, Sam Bur-
gess was brought on for the 
last half-hour for his second 

appearance for the West 
Country club and once again 
made his presence felt with 
two bullocking runs and a 
huge hit.

Henry Thomas, the tight 
head prop, scored the visitors’ 
first try, crossing the white-
wash in the 36th minute to 
set the tone for the rest of the 
contest.

It had looked like being a 
tricky evening for Bath, how-
ever Montpellier conceded a 
penalty try before three home 

george Ford kicked 15 points 
as bath strolled to victory 

Montpellier 5

Bath 30

SPorTS STAFF

players were banished to the 
sin-bin for indiscretions near 
their own try-line. No 8 Leroy 
Houston scored Bath’s third 
to give them renewed hope of 
making the knockout stages.
Montpellier: Fall (Sicard 62); artru, ranger, 
W olivier, dupont; Selponi (pelissie 58), pail-
laugue (irabiren 71); Watremez, t bianchin (geli 
41), cilliers (atoub 41), tchale-Watchou, privat 
(ouedraogo 63), battut (donnelly 63), galletier 
(bianchin 52), tulou. replacements not used: 
Leleimalefaga.
Bath: Watson; agulla, Joseph, eastmond (bur-
gess 53), banahan; Ford, cook; auterac (James 
50), batty (Webber 50), thomas (Wilson 52), 
Hooper (attwood 54), day, Sisi, Fearns, Hou-
ston. replacements not used: Faosiliva, 
Stringer, devoto.
referee: i davies (Wales)

Chris Robshaw 
returns to the 
Harlequins’ 
line-up against 
Leinster 
tomorrow
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vIvEk cHauDHary
in jalandhar city

Kabaddi

England hope Messi of kabaddi 
can lead them to first World Cup

English sport will probably 
be relieved to see the back of 
2014, given the Ashes igno-
miny at the start of the year, 
the debacle that was the Brazil 
World Cup and mediocre per-
formances in rugby and other 
team competitions. Barring 
the odd standout individual 
performance from the likes of 
Lewis Hamilton, it has largely 
been an annus horribilis.

Salvation for those who 
wear the Three Lions with 
pride, however, may come 
in the unusual setting of the 
dusty playing fields of Punjab, 
north India, when the Kabaddi 
World Cup gets under way 
today. For once, England go 
into an international tourna-
ment as one of the favourites, 
aided by having one of the 
world’s best players.

England get under way with 
an opening match against 
Denmark. Twenty teams, 
almost exclusively made up 
of players with Indian back-
grounds, are taking part in 
the three-week tournament 
organised by Punjab’s state 
government.

Eight women’s teams are 
also participating, including 

England, who have no play-
ers with Indian backgrounds, 
something that has given them 
huge novelty value.

As England women’s coach, 
Ashok Das, says: “We are prob-
ably the tournament’s most 
popular team but I don’t think 
it’s because of our kabaddi 
skills. We have been to Punjab 
before and people are amazed 
that there’s an all-white wom-
en’s kabaddi team.”

While few expect them to 
make an impact in the tour-
nament, the England men’s 
team are being widely tipped 
to cause an upset and secure 
a first World Cup title thanks 
largely to their captain, San-
deep Sandhu, dubbed “the 
Lionel Messi of kabaddi” after 

being ranked the world’s top 
player of 2014. 

“Yes, we have the Lionel 
Messi of kabaddi, so anything 
is possible,” says England’s 
coach, Deepa Moli. “We have 
a strong, balanced side and the 
boys have been working very 
hard to make sure the World 
Cup comes to England for 
the first time. This would be 
a great achievement.”

While a potential English 
men’s victory is unlikely to 
register in the consciousness 
of the majority of English 
sports fans, nor indeed lead 
to a reception at Buckingham 
Palace, the traditional sport of 
kabaddi is serious business in 
some parts of India, pockets of 
England and other countries 
where Asians have settled.

Today’s opening ceremony 
in the Guru Gobindh Stadium 
in Jalandhar City is already a 
50,000 sellout. Matches are 
taking place over the next 
three weeks in 20 different 
cities and towns and will be 
televised live on a state-run 
television channel. The total 
prize-money on offer is almost 
£200,000.

In England, the kabaddi 
season runs from June to 
August, with matches held 
each Sunday in predominantly 
Asian areas, attracting crowds 
of up to 4,000. The best  
full-time players, who come 
over for the three-month sea-
son, can earn anything up to 
£30,000 in that time. This 
year’s England champions, 
Punjab United Wolverhamp-
ton, were led by Sandhu.

Kabaddi is best described 
as a combination of the play-
ground game British Bulldog, 
wrestling and rugby without 
a ball. There are two teams of 
11 players each within a circle 
made up of attackers, known 

as raiders, and defenders, 
known as stoppers or antis.

A raider enters the other 
team’s half to try and tag an 
opponent and get back to 
his half within 30 seconds, 
earning a point if successful 
(this has replaced the old rule 
where the raider had to hold 
their breath and constantly 
say the word “kabaddi”). 

If the raider is detained by 
a stopper and prevented from 
getting back to their own side, 
the point is awarded to the 
defending team. Matches 
comprise two halves of 20 
minutes each.

Played within boundaries as 
a contact sport between two 
teams of 11, the game’s aim 
is to accrue as many points 
as possible within two 20-
minute halves. 

Points are earned when an 
opponent is eliminated in one 
of two ways: either by being 
tagged or by failing to escape 
the opponent’s half. 

a “raider” must tag 
members of the opposing team 
and return to their half within 
30 seconds. Once all a team’s 
players are eliminated, the 
other side gain three points.

W H AT I S  K A BA D D I ?
A B R I E F E X P L A N AT I O N

Wolverhampton’s 
Sandeep Sandhu 
is ranked the 
world’s best 
kabaddi player  
this year

Those of a certain age will 
remember kabaddi when it 
was televised on Channel 4 in 
the early 1990s, giving it a cult 
following, particularly among 
students.

It is a sport that requires 
a combination of strength, 
guile and speed, and is said to 
have started more than 4,000 
years ago on the battlefield of 
Kurukshetra and is depicted 
in the great Sanskrit epic of 
Mahabharata. Later scriptures 
also refer to the Buddha play-
ing it when growing up.

For the England team, the 
focus is on more modern-day 
concerns. The squad is follow-
ing a special diet plan and has 
also had sessions with a sports 
psychologist. 

Unfortunately, Moli has also 
had to appeal to England fans 
travelling to this year’s tourna-
ment to behave themselves, 
as they have been involved in 
violence in the past.

“A lot of drinking goes on at 
the kabaddi tournaments and 
Punjabis as a whole are quite 
a fiery lot,” said the England 
coach. “There have been prob-
lems in the past with violence 
at matches and I’m afraid that 
a lot of the time England fans 
are involved. 

“This is England’s best 
opportunity to win a World 
Cup and we don’t want that 
ruined by our fans getting 
drunk and causing trouble.”

Donald 
ducks stray 
baboon on 
way to lead

Luke Donald had quite a day 
yesterday. Not only did he race 
to the top of the leaderboard of 
the Nedbank Golf Challenge 
in Sun City, South Africa, he 
did so after being chased off 
his shot by a baboon.

The Englishman had had an 
average opening day on Thurs-
day, shooting a one-under-par 
round of 71. But he showed the 
class which saw him top the 
world rankings in 2011 as he 
carded a nine-under-par 63 in 
the second round to head into 
the weekend two shots clear 
of the field.

Donald, 37 tomorrow, 
made six birdies on the front 
nine and added three on the 
back without dropping a shot 
throughout. And that was 
despite the mild scare from 
the galloping primate.

“He didn’t really pay any 
attention to me in the end 
but it gave me a bit of a fright 
when Shane [Lowry, his play-
ing partner] said ‘Watch out!’ 
They are big and strong and 
you wouldn’t want to mess 
with them, that’s for sure,” 
Donald said. “So I got well 
out of the way. I jumped pretty 
high.”

Returning to the more 
 prosaic question of his score, 
he added: “It’s been a while 
since I’ve gone really low. 
I’ve been seeing some signs 
of a lot of improvement in 
the last few weeks and some 
lower rounds in the mid to 
high 60s, but obviously nine 
birdies around this place is a 
great round and something I 
was very pleased with.”

Despite losing the lead, 
England’s Ross Fisher stayed 
in contention with a round of 
70 and now sits two behind 
Donald – with the same gap 
back to Frenchman Alexander 
Lévy. “I don’t feel I played as 
solidly as yesterday,” Fisher 
said. “I didn’t hit it as well off 
the tee.”

SPOrTS STaff

Golf

england take 
on Sierra 
leone at 
last year’s 
Kabaddi 
World cup 
afP/gETTy

Sport  

luke donald steps aside for 
the passing baboon
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Time for 
captain 
Morgan  
to deliver

Lehmann: 
India Test 
can help 
Australia 
with grief

Australia coach Darren 
Lehmann’s message for his 
side was to “stick together” 
as they began preparations 
for their first Test against 
India – their first match 
since the death of batsman  
Phillip Hughes.

Hu g h e s  d i e d  o n  2 7 
November aged 25, two 
days after he was hit on the 
neck by a bouncer from Sean 
Abbott during a Sheffield 
Shield match between South 
Australia and New South 
Wales. He played 26 Test 

matches and 25 one-day 
internationals and, although 
Lehmann admits it will be 
a “challenge” to move on 
without the batsman, he feels 
cricket could help the grieving 
process.

“Yeah we think so, only 
time will tell but I am sure 
they will be fine,” he said 
ahead of the first Test at the 
Adelaide Oval, which begins 
on Tuesday. “They are looking 
forward to getting out there 
and playing some cricket, 
training, and getting ready 

SPorTS STaff

For one match only, Eng-
land will be under different 
management tomorrow. 
Eoin Morgan is charged with 
the small matter of trying to 
level the series at a ground 
where England have beaten 
Sri Lanka only once in eight 
attempts.

He knows that however 
it turns out – victory by 200 
runs or 10 wickets allied to a 
sizzling unbeaten hundred 
for himself – Alastair Cook 
will return to the helm for 
the rest of the series. Cook 
has been banned because of 
England’s tardy over rate in 
Hambantota three days ago, 
his second offence of the year 
and alleviated by the fact that 
England won.

Morgan has been the unof-
ficial vice-captain of the one-
day side for two years, and 
despite his obvious creden-
tials as a positive player and 
forward thinker, his results as 
captain have been mixed. Eng-
land have lost three and won 
three, with two of the victories 
coming against Ireland.

“I always have enjoyed cap-
taining the side,” he said last 
night after England’s practice 
at a thankfully dry Premadasa 
Stadium. “Having not been a 
bowler since I was about 17 
years old it gives you another 

eoin morgan during england 
practice yesterday
gETTy

for a Test match. Obviously 
Hughesy would want us to do 
that as well. It is about getting 
their skills sharp and by 
Sunday and Monday I expect 
them to be at 100 per cent. 
It’s just a case of them getting 
back into it today.

“It has never been dealt 
with before, it will be a big 
challenge for us, but having 
said that we are here to play 
some cricket and that’s the 
key for everyone.

“[We must] stick together. 
We lost a family member 

from our cricket community. 
It is a case of rallying round 
each other, his family and 
the whole CA [Cricket 
Aust ra l i a]  f ami ly,  and 
getting on with what we do 
well – and that’s playing  
some cricket.”

Of the 13-man squad, 
only Michael Clarke was 
absent from practice, with 
a hamstring injury. He is set 
to take part in practice today, 
but Shaun Marsh has been 
called in as cover for the 
Australia captain.

darren Lehmann says his team 
will enjoy playing cricket again

Out-of-form stand-in England skipper 
backs himself ahead of fourth ODI

sort of string to your bow 
and it’s something I really 
enjoy. The other side of it is 
it also takes a lot of attention 
from your batting thoughts 
throughout the game. Maybe 
it will contribute to me getting 
some runs.

“I have captained at Mid-
dlesex and have had oppor-
tunities with England. I have 
always done it my way, things 
won’t change. I will play it as I 
see it and if my way is different 
then that’s just the way it is.”

Morgan needs runs as 
much as Cook himself. After 
a reasonable time in Australia 
where he scored a hundred 
and two fifties in the five 
matches, he has had the lean-
est possible summer. His aver-
age has plummeted to a little 
more than 17 and Morgan has 
kept finding different ways to 
be dismissed. If the captaincy 
had not come along, England 
might have seriously had 
to think about giving him a 
breather.

“During the summer I eval-
uated things and during the 
Sri Lanka series I probably got 
too involved in the team side 
of things and lost a bit of focus 
where I was at,” he said. “In 
the India series I don’t think 
I was good enough. I came up 

a place on this tour. Taylor 
scored three hundreds and a 
fifty in Nottinghamshire’s last 
four matches, three of those 
innings being at No 3. He has 
seemed in good touch so far in 
the nets and if England mean it 
when they say they must look 
at players before the World 
Cup – and they do – this is an 
ideal opportunity.

It is probably as well that 
Cook has a rest now, though 
England are well aware that 
there is a dilemma in wait-
ing. If they win and the top 
order, including the first-
wicket partnership, functions  
perfectly, then it will beg obvi-
ous questions.

Sri Lanka will be glad to be 
back at the Premadasa, their 
spiritual one-day home. They 
have won almost two-thirds of 
their 89 completed matches 
here. But Morgan said: “We 
take a lot of confidence from 
the last game. We probably 
didn’t play our best cricket 
but got the result we wanted. 
It’s a big job on our hands in 
the next game. We’ve made 
strides since coming here.”

The tourists will have to bat 
out of their skins to stave off a 
home side for whom Mahela 
Jayawardene returns. 

Therein lies another dif-
ficulty for England. Jaya-
wardene and Kumar San-
gakkara are retiring after 
the World Cup (though San-
gakkara may continue to play 
Tests). This is their last home 
series and they are clearly men 
on a mission. 

against a very good side and 
didn’t spend enough time at 
the crease to get myself in. 

“I have to play an aggres-
sive type of game, it’s the way 
I have played since I was a kid 
and it works for me. There is 
no use in me going into my 
shell or not playing any of 
my shots. I’m a gambler and 
I’m due. I’ve got to stay true 
to myself.” It may help that 
he averages 73 runs in those 
ODIs he has captained.

England had not  yet 

decided, or at least had not 
made public, how they were 
going to replace Cook in the 
order. The likelihood is that 
Alex Hales, who batted at  
No 3 in Hambantota last time, 
will move up to his more nor-
mal position of opener to part-
ner Moeen Ali.

The next bit of team selec-
tion is whether to ask Ian 
Bell to bat at three or give an 
opportunity to James Taylor, 
whose end-of-season form for 
Nottinghamshire won him 

I will captain the game 
my way and if my way  
is different then that’s 
just the way it is

James Taylor (left) 
is in contention 
for a recall after 
Alastair Cook’s ban 
ruled him out of 
tomorrow’s game

CO LO M B O  P R E V I E W
fO u R t h  O d I  d E ta I L s

Sri Lanka (probable): aD Math-
ews (capt), TM Dilshan, MDKJ 
Perera, KC Sangakkara (wk), 
DPMD Jayawardena, NLTC 
Perera, HDrL Thirimanne, 
BMaJ Mendis, KTgD Prasad, 
HMrKB Herath, BaW Mendis.
England (probable):  aD 
Hales, MM ali, JWa Taylor, 
JE root, EJg Morgan (capt), 
rS Bopara, JC Buttler (wk), 
CS Woakes, CJ Jordan, JC 
Tredwell, ST finn.

TV Sky Sports 2, 6am-
12.30pm gMT tomorrow
Weather Sunshine and show-
ers. Maximum temp: 30C.
Pitch report Should be high 
scoring. There has been plenty 
of sun on it after a month of 
intermittent heavy rains. 

STEPHEN BrENKLEy
in coLombo

Cricket
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Out of place 
– and breath 
– at Home of 
Champions

From an English Institute of 
Sport laboratory to running 
breathless in the foothills of 
the Rift Valley, it is abundantly 
clear my Olympic aspirations 
will go no further than writing 
about it on my laptop.

Does altitude training 
work? From my primitive 
tests at home on return-
ing from Iten, in Kenya, it 
does. Even in the consider-
ably colder climes, running  
seems easier at least for a week 
or two.

Starting in a Loughborough 
lab on a winter’s morning, it 
has been a brief journey devoid 
of much athletic ability, emu-
lating what every leading mid-
dle- to long-distance British 
athlete goes through.

My V02 max (basically your 
maximum aerobic capacity), is 
53. The Olympic hopefuls on 
the camp registered between 
70 and 85.

To gauge my training level 
for Kenya, my submaximal 
lactate profile is correlated 

over six short three-minute 
runs from nine kilometres an 
hour up to 13 to see where lac-
tate threshold and turn point 
speeds lie corresponding to 
heart rate.

This sets the boundaries for 
the three main levels of running 
up at 8,000 feet: easy, steady  
and tempo.

My lactate threshold, tested 
with blood samples from my 
ear lobe every three minutes, 
is at 11km/h while my heart 
rate is 166 beats per minute. 

maTT majENDIE

matt 
majendie 
undergoes 
physiology 
tests
mark 
SHEarmaN

Sport  / athletics

Taking the 
high road to 
British glory
Bodies lie slumped on the 
Kenyan roadside. An interval 
hill run has taken its toll in 
Iten, a town in the Rift Val-
ley known as the “Home of 
Champions”.

Unlike the rest of the 
group, the 1500m runner Ben 
Coldray has paid to be here 
for this moment of torture, 
shelling out £1,500 from his 
own pocket – partly raised by 
being a butler in the buff at 
hen-dos.

Mother -o f -one  Kat ie 
Brough has pushed herself 
one rep further than the rest 
of the group. Bearing a tat-
too on her back meaning “I 
love life”, she is adamant “not 
right now. This is worse than 
childbirth and you can quote 
me on that.”

As they run, sharing the 
terrain with cows and farm-
ers tilling the land, children 
on the side of the road shout 
“mizungo” (white man).

Welcome to Project Pinna-
cle, a new research partner-
ship between British Athlet-
ics and the English Institute 
of Sport aimed at trying bet-
ter to understand the effects 
of altitude training, mixing 
young athletes with estab-
lished names.

It  f luctuates between 
cutting-edge technology and 
utter simplicity, from being 
wired up to machinery like a 
human guinea pig at the EIS’s 
Loughborough laboratory to 
a diet of basic organic food in 
spartan surroundings.

British athletes have been 

funded to go to Iten since 
2009. It is where Mo Farah 
laid the foundations for his 
track successes and, on the 
clay-coated surfaces, it is 
where Britain is aiming to 
shape its next breed of Olym-
pic champions.

Barry Fudge, who perhaps 
fittingly grew up at the base 
of Ben Nevis, is the head of 
endurance at British Athletics 
and has played a key role in 
shaping Farah’s career, work-
ing closely with his coach, 
Alberto Salazar.

“The benefits athletes get 
are humungous in terms of 
competing against the best in 
the world, so for us it’s very 
important,” says Fudge.

“This is the first of a series 
of research projects we have 
got going on... to actually try 
to understand what we can do 
a bit better. A big emphasis on 
this camp is trying to under-
stand how people respond 
when they get there so we 
can fast-track it a bit better 
next time.

“You need to know this 
because every day costs money 
and time and we want people 
to be moving forward.”

The process spans 6,500 
miles from Loughborough to 
Kenya. Before travelling, each 
of the 16 athletes on this partic-
ular three-week training camp 
takes to a £15,000 treadmill 
big enough to house a bicycle 
or wheelchair, masked up and 
attached to a computer.

UK athletes are using training camps in Kenya’s Rift Valley
to find out how and why working at altitude can make such 
an enormous difference. m aT T m a j e n d i e  pays a visit 

Blood samples are taken 
from an ear lobe after each 
session to test lactate levels. 
Meanwhile, the V02 max 
related to oxygen consump-
tion is measured to break 
down each athlete’s individual 
running template to prepare 
them for altitude. It also reads 
their haemoglobin to meas-
ure the different production 
of red-blood cells at sea level 
and altitude.

On the ground in Kenya, 
former athlete-turned-coach 
Craig Winrow heads up this 
particular camp, his job as 
much to rein in eager athletes 
as set the training programme 
for them.

“Sometimes it’s good to 
learn the hard way, but actu-
ally I don’t think this is a good 
place to learn the hard way,” he 
says, citing examples of ath-

letes who have begun training 
too hard at 8,000 feet only to 
feel the full force of altitude 
and get sick.

A s  a n  a t h l e te ,  W i n -
row remembers primitive 
approaches to his own altitude 
training in Albuquerque, Mex-
ico City and South Africa, rip-
ping off a heart-rate monitor 
after growing frustrated by the 
limitations put upon him.

But despite the ever-
changing science, he repeats 
the mantra of the camp’s sim-
ple way of life – “it’s back to 
basics – train, eat and sleep”.

Each morning the athletes 
visit a physiologist, in this case 
Gareth Turner, who assesses 
how each has slept and how 
they feel, and whether they 
are fully ready for the rigours 
of training.

“Part of our job is to step 

out of the science world and 
explain to them why we are 
doing this in lay terms, which 
is difficult,” he says. “If they 
get a better understanding of 
it all then they’re more likely 
to buy into it. So the education 
with athletes and coaches is 
important and part of our role 
is to show them why it’s going 
to be beneficial.”

But what exactly are the 
benefits of altitude training? 
Habitually, four weeks of 
training at altitude are the 
equivalent of six weeks at 
sea level. Most athletes at 
altitude naturally produce 
more red blood cells to deal 
with the changing conditions 
– the  increase can be as much 
as five per cent.

“That doesn’t sound like 
much,” says Turner, “but if you 
consider how much oxygen british athletes try to catch their breath after a gruelling run
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The dominance of Great 
Britain’s women shows no 
sign of waning after another 
gold medal winning perform-
ance on the opening day of the 
Track World Cup in London 
yesterday.

In the first championships 
at the Olympic Velodrome 
since the London 2012 Games, 
when Britain won seven of the 
10 gold medals available, the 
hosts won two titles.

Britain’s men won the 
team pursuit after Olympic 
champion Laura Trott, world 
champions Elinor Barker and 
Katie Archibald and Euro-
pean champion Ciara Horne 
combined to win the wom-
en’s event, in a venue now 
officially known as the Lee 
Valley VeloPark.

It is four years since Britain’s 
women last lost a team pursuit 
– at the Track World Cup in 
Cali, Colombia in December 
2010 – which last year saw an 
additional kilometre and rider 
added.

Whatever the rider combi-
nation, their astonishing dom-
inance remains as the British 
quartet clocked four minutes 
22.167 seconds to finish ahead 
of Australia, who finished in 
4min 24.335sec.

Olympic champion Steven 
Burke was then joined by 

Andy Tennant, Owain Doull 
and Mark Christian in the 
corresponding men’s event 
and the quartet also struck 
gold.

Britain clocked 4:00.957 
to New Zealand’s 4:05.425, 
after world champions Aus-
tralia suffered an unfortunate 
puncture in their semi-final 
defeat to their antipodean 
rivals. The win for Britain’s 
men demonstrated a marked 
improvement following a 
woeful eighth-placed finish 
in February’s Track World 
Championships.

Earlier in the day illness 
contributed to Great Britain’s 
failure to advance in the men’s 
team sprint. Despite fielding 
Olympic champions Philip 
Hindes and Jason Kenny, 
alongside Callum Skinner, 
Britain placed a lowly seventh, 
with only four teams progress-
ing to the medal races.

Kenny, a three-time Olym-
pic champion, dug so deep 
after a shortened build-up that 
he was vomiting in a rubbish 
bag after the qualifying ride. 
He is scheduled to return to 
the track in today’s keirin.

The British Cycling sprint 
coach, Justin Grace, said: 
“We’ve had illness through-
out the team.These things 
probably take their toll, but 
we have to get on and do what 
we can.” 

Jess Varnish and Vicky Wil-
liamson also missed out on a 
medal ride in the correspond-
ing women’s event after plac-
ing fifth in qualifying.

Double gold for 
Team GB after 
illness threatens 
to ruin first day

Laura trott 
celebrates 
Great 
britain’s gold 
medal in the 
women’s 
team pursuit 
last night
GETTy

My turning point is 13km/
h with the heart rate up to 
177bpm.

What that means in lay-
man’s terms is that my easy 
running at sea level is sub 
11km/h, my steady running at 
11-13km/h and my tempo run-
ning anything above that.

At altitude, the numbers 
are skewed and the oxygen 
thinned, so the body has to 
work harder. The only true 
judge of where you are is your 
heart-rate monitor.

At 8,000 feet, even going up 
a flight of stairs a little quickly 
can leave you utterly breath-
less. Proper training, there-
fore, can be arduous.

Day one is a bike ride fol-
lowed by what is labelled an 
“easy” run – it is anything 
but – to the 200m dirt track 
where David Rudisha shaped 
his world-record pace for  
London 2012.

Day two is a 15-minute cir-
cuits session with two-time 
world indoors bronze med-

allist Andrew Osagie, which 
leaves you gasping for air 
skipping from shuttle runs to  
floor exercises.

It is all rounded off by a run 
through Iten where even the 
slightest cough or mistimed 
breath can leave you bereft of 
oxygen.

All round, it’s an interesting 
exercise but a sorry sight for 
locals bemused by the laboured 
efforts at what is meant to be 
the “Home of Champions”. I 
feel out of place.

MaTT McGEEHaN
at Lee vaLLey veLopark

Cycling

that can transport around the 
body it’s important.”

Here the food is far from 
cordon bleu, often basic cur-
ries when the athletes all sit 
together for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner each day.

Amid that, they have their 
own training schedules, 
mixing runs, gym sessions, 
physio and rest, all done away 
from the everyday distractions 
of home.

It is the fifth time in camp 
for Londoner Andrew Osagie, 
a world indoor medallist in the 
800m last year who has been 
struggling to get back from 
injury in Kenya. His running 
during his stint in east Africa 
has been limited to just three 
minutes and 20 seconds, the 
rest of the time spent either 
on the cross trainer or bike, 
or being put through circuits, 

all aimed at rehabilitating his 
damaged Achilles.

“I usually do something dif-
ferent to everyone else, just 
managing my injuries and try-
ing to get through it,” he says, 
“and the training’s tough. It’s 
hard work.”

At 26, Osagie is very much 
the elder statesman of the 
group, in contrast to the 
youngest of the intake, the 
18-year-old 800m runner 
Kyle Langford. The first-timer 
says of his experience: “To 
be asked to come here was a 
dream come true. I’m in my 
element. It’s a big learning 
curve for me, you just try new 
things and see if it works for 
you. You can pick up a lot.”

Mainstream athletics proba-
bly first encountered the wide-
spread effect of altitude at the 
Mexico Olympics in 1968 and, 

clockwise 
from main: 
taking on 
the kenyan 
roads; 
Hannah 
england 
stretches 
in the gym; 
everyone 
relieved 
the hill run 
is over; 
england 
with racheal 
bamford
SvEN 
TorfINN

Even the 
slightest 
mistimed 
breath can 
leave you 
gasping for 
oxygen

46 years on, it still remains a 
partially untapped science. 
“One of the big unknowns in 
altitude research and train-
ing science is how we use it 
before competition,” says 
Fudge. “Traditionally, that’s 
trial and error. What we’d 
like to be able to do is predict 
much better what will happen. 
We’re trying to shortcut the 
normal evolutionary process 
we get from training.”

Mistakes have been made, 
lessons learnt, with more 
undoubtedly to come, but it is 
hoped the first effects will be 
seen on the track next year.

The British Athletics 
Endurance Programme 
is supported by London 
Marathon, English Institute 
of Sport, National Lottery, 
Nike and Polar
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Jones topples world No 1 
for Grand Prix title

TaEkwoNDo

Olympic champion Jade 
Jones has been crowned 
World Grand Prix 
champion with a convincing 
victory over the world  
No 1, Eva Calvo Gomez, in 
Queretaro, Mexico.

The 21-year-old Briton 
ended a year-long losing 
streak against Gomez, with 

sPorT
IN brIEf

the Spaniard having come 
out on top in a series of 
previous Grand Prix finals.

“It’s amazing to have 
finally won the Grand Prix,” 
Jones said. “And to take 
the series final as well, I’m 
buzzing. 

“I always find Eva 
awkward and difficult and 
it’s affected me in the past. 
But I kept telling myself, 
‘Think of Rio [the 2016 
Olympics] as the main aim’, 
and that helped me today.”

sport  

O’Sullivan rallies to book 
UK semi-final place

sNookEr

Ronnie O’Sullivan clinched 
a 6-4 victory against 
Anthony McGill to move 
into the semi-finals of the 
UK Championship at York’s 
Barbican, where he will 
play Stuart Bingham today. 
O’Sullivan was 2-0 down but 
rallied to 5-3, before sealing 
the match with a break of 97.

Guy and O’Connor take 
silver for Team GB

swImmINg

James Guy twice broke 
the British record for the 
400 metres freestyle on 
his way to a silver medal 
at the World Short Course 
Championships in Doha.

The 19-year-old became 
the first Briton to clock 
a time of under three 
minutes 40 seconds as he 

qualified for the final before 
smashing the record set by 
Robbie Renwick in 2008 
with a time of 3min 36.35. 
Only Hungary’s Peter 
Berner could beat Guy’s 
time in the final to claim 
gold.

On a productive day for 
the British team, Siobhan-
Marie O’Connor also 
sealed a silver in the 100m 
individual medley to take 
the medal haul up to six for 
the event.

With both Sprinter Sacre and 
Sire De Grugy, resting up 
after injuries, today’s Tingle 
Creek Chase at Sandown feels 
a bit like a tennis Grand Slam 
without Djokovic and Nadal. 
The winner will have to do 
something extraordinary to be 
compared favourably with the 
last two winners of the two-
mile Champion Chase, who 
connections hope will recover 
in time to face each other at 
Cheltenham in March.

But in their absence Balder 
Succes and the novice God’s 
Own are two exciting young-
sters who might conceivably 
be champions one day.

In the meantime they are 
already established rivals, 
having met three times this 
year, most recently when God’s 
Own beat Balder Succes at 
Exeter last month. That made 
the score 2-1 to God’s Own 

(3.00 Sandown) and although 
he enjoyed a weight advantage, 
Tom George’s six-year-old won 
convincingly and, officially still 
a novice, perhaps has scope for 
the greater improvement.

Balder Succes will be rid-
den by Richard Johnson, 
who has been enjoying a 
golden autumn run. But it all 
turned sour yesterday when 
the Exeter stewards banned 
him for 12 days for taking the 
wrong course, a suspension 
that will rule him out of the 
whole Christmas and New 
Year period. 

A record field of 25 will 
line up for the Becher Chase 
at Aintree this afternoon and 
previous positive experience 
of the Grand National fences 
will be invaluable among the 
inevitable hurly-burly.

Chance Du Roy (1.30  
Aintree) won this race last 
year and is primed for a repeat 
by Philip Hobbs, who can do 
little wrong at the moment, 
while Oscar Time, twice 
placed in the Grand National 
in 2011 and last year, stands 
out among the outsiders.

The Tingle Creek Chase at 
Sandown and the Becher 
Chase at Aintree are live on 
Channel 4 Racing today.

God’s Own 
can stake 
claim to join 
anointed 
two-milers

JoN frEEmaN

Racing

Jockey Richard 
Johnson must 
serve a 12-day 
ban for taking the 
wrong course at 
Exeter yesterday

fa CuP sECoND rouND
Hartlepool (1) ......... 1 blyth spartans (0) 2
Franks 31 turnbull 56, rivers 90
 att 3,735
THE sky bET CHamPIoNsHIP
fulham (0) ............. 0 watford (3) ............ 5
 abdi 15, 51
 deeney 20 (pen), 37, 90

sCoTTIsH PrEmIErsHIP
ross County (0) .... 2 Dundee utd (1) ...... 3
arquin 76 ciftci 21, 58
maatsen 89 armstrong 48
 att 2,922
ITalIaN lEaguE: Fiorentina 0 Juventus 0.
gErmaN lEaguE: borussia dortmund 1 
tSG Hoffenheim 0.
frENCH lEaguE: toulouse 0 monaco 2.
C R i C k e t
sECoND TwENTy20 INTErNaTIoNal
New Zealand v Pakistan, Dubai: New 
Zealand 144-8 (20.0 overs). Pakistan 
127-10 (18.5 overs). New Zealand beat 
Pakistan by 17 runs.

weekend football fixtures 
3.0 unless stated
today
barClays PrEmIEr lEaguE
2 Hull v West brom........................................
3 Liverpool v Sunderland ...............................
4 man city v everton (5.30) .........................
5 Newcastle v chelsea (12.45) ......................
6 QPr v burnley ............................................
7 Southampton v man utd..........mon/Panel
8 Stoke v arsenal ...........................................
9 tottenham Hotspur v crystal Palace ........
 P w D l f a Pts
Chelsea 14 11 3 0 33 11 36
man City 14 9 3 2 31 14 30
southampton 14 8 2 4 24 10 26
man utd 14 7 4 3 24 16 25
west Ham 14 7 3 4 23 17 24
arsenal 14 6 5 3 22 15 23
swansea 14 6 4 4 19 14 22
liverpool 14 6 2 6 19 19 20
Newcastle 14 5 5 4 15 17 20
Tottenham  14 6 2 6 18 21 20
Everton 14 4 6 4 24 22 18
aston Villa 14 4 4 6 8 18 16
stoke 14 4 3 7 14 18 15
sunderland 14 2 8 4 13 23 14
Crystal Palace 14 3 4 7 18 23 13
west brom 14 3 4 7 14 20 13
Hull 14 2 6 6 15 21 12
burnley 14 2 6 6 10 22 12
QPr 14 3 2 9 14 27 11
leicester 14 2 4 8 14 24 10
sky bET CHamPIoNsHIP
11 blackburn v Sheffield Wednesday .............
12 blackpool v birmingham .............................
13 cardiff v rotherham ...................................
14 derby v brighton ........................................
15 Fulham v Watford ......................... Fri/Void
16 Huddersfield v brentford ...........................
17 Ipswich v Leeds ...........................................
18 millwall v middlesbrough ...........................
19 Nottingham Forest v charlton ...................
20 reading v bolton .........................................
21 Wigan v Norwich ........................................
22 Wolverhampton v bournemouth ...............
 P w D l f a Pts
Derby 19 10 5 4 35 19 35
Ipswich 19 9 7 3 28 19 34
brentford 19 10 4 5 30 24 34
bournemouth 19 9 6 4 37 20 33
middlesbro 19 9 6 4 28 14 33
watford 20 9 5 6 36 22 32
blackburn 19 8 7 4 30 26 31
Cardiff 19 8 5 6 24 22 29
Nottm forest 19 7 7 5 30 25 28
Charlton 19 6 10 3 20 19 28
Norwich 19 7 6 6 29 24 27
wolves 19 7 6 6 22 29 27
sheff wed 19 5 10 4 14 15 25
reading 19 7 3 9 25 30 24
leeds 19 6 5 8 23 26 23
fulham 20 6 4 10 30 39 22
birmingham 19 5 7 7 17 30 22
bolton 19 6 3 10 22 28 21
Huddersfield 19 5 6 8 25 32 21
millwall 19 4 8 7 21 26 20
rotherham 19 4 7 8 16 26 19
brighton 19 3 9 7 21 25 18
wigan 19 3 8 8 20 25 17
blackpool 19 1 6 12 13 31 9

sky bET lEaguE Two
- exeter v burton albion ...............................
 P w D l f a Pts
wycombe 19 11 5 3 31 17 38
luton 19 11 4 4 23 12 37
shrewsbury 19 11 3 5 30 15 36
burton albion 19 11 2 6 25 22 35
southend 19 10 4 5 21 15 34
Plymouth 19 9 4 6 22 11 31
Newport Cnty 19 8 7 4 28 21 31
bury 19 9 3 7 27 23 30
Exeter 19 8 6 5 27 25 30
Cambridge u 19 8 3 8 31 24 27
morecambe 19 8 3 8 20 21 27
Portsmouth 19 7 5 7 22 22 26
accrington s 19 8 2 9 28 32 26
stevenage 19 7 4 8 27 27 25
Northampton 19 7 3 9 27 27 24
afC wim’don 19 6 6 7 24 27 24
Cheltenham 19 6 5 8 18 28 23
mansfield 19 6 4 9 15 24 22
oxford utd 19 5 6 8 20 24 21
Dag & red 19 6 3 10 25 30 21
york 19 3 10 6 18 23 19
Carlisle 19 5 3 11 25 37 18
Tranmere 19 3 6 10 19 26 15
Hartlepool 19 3 3 13 14 34 12
fa CuP sECoND rouND
- accrington Stanley v yeovil .......................
- bury v Luton ................................................
- cambridge utd v mansfield .......................
- milton Keynes dons v chesterfield ...........
- Oldham v doncaster ..................................
- Oxford utd v tranmere..............................
- Preston v Shrewsbury .................................
- Sheffield utd v Plymouth ...........................
- Wrexham v maidstone utd (5.30) .............
JoHNsToNEs PaINTs TroPHy 
souTHErN sECTIoN sEmI fINal
- Gillingham v Leyton Orient ........................
sCoTTIsH PrEmIErsHIP
23 aberdeen v Hamilton .................................
24 dundee v Inverness ct ..............................
25 motherwell v celtic (12.45) .......................
26 Partick v Kilmarnock ...................................
27 ross county v dundee utd ......... Fri/Void
28 St mirren v St Johnstone ............................
 P w D l f a Pts
Celtic 14 10 2 2 28 9 32
Dundee utd 15 10 1 4 28 17 31
Inverness CT 14 9 2 3 22 12 29
Hamilton 14 8 3 3 27 14 27
aberdeen 14 8 1 5 20 17 25
Dundee 14 5 5 4 19 17 20
kilmarnock 14 6 2 6 16 19 20
st Johnstone 14 5 2 7 12 17 17
Partick 14 4 3 7 17 18 15
motherwell 14 3 1 10 9 24 10
st mirren 14 2 2 10 10 25 8
ross County 15 2 2 11 15 34 8
sCoTTIsH CHamPIoNsHIP
29 alloa v dumbarton......................................
30 Falkirk v Hibernian ......................................
31 Hearts v Queen of the South .....................
32 raith v Livingston .......................................
33 rangers v cowdenbeath ............................
 P w D l f a Pts
Hearts 14 12 2 0 37 7 38
rangers 14 9 2 3 35 13 29

Queen of sth 14 7 4 3 26 16 25
Hibernian 14 6 4 4 24 16 22
raith 14 5 3 6 16 26 18
falkirk 14 4 5 5 18 22 17
Dumbarton 14 3 4 7 13 31 13
alloa 14 3 3 8 15 23 12
Cowdenbeath 14 3 2 9 15 34 11
livingston 14 2 3 9 11 22 4
*livingston deducted 5 points for finan-
cial irregularities
sCoTTIsH lEaguE oNE
34 brechin v airdrieonians ...............................
35 dunfermline v ayr.......................................
36 Stenhousemuir v Forfar ..............................
37 Stirling v Peterhead ....................................
38 Stranraer v morton .....................................
 P w D l f a Pts
morton 14 9 0 5 24 15 27
forfar 14 7 5 2 23 15 26
Dunfermline 14 7 3 4 20 9 24
stranraer 14 6 6 2 26 18 24
brechin 14 5 5 4 24 22 20
Peterhead 14 5 5 4 16 19 20
ayr 14 5 1 8 17 22 16
stenhsemuir 14 4 2 8 17 23 14
airdrieonians 14 3 4 7 17 20 13
stirling 14 1 5 8 13 34 8
sCoTTIsH lEaguE Two
39 albion v elgin ..............................................
40 arbroath v annan athletic ..........................
41 berwick v clyde ..........................................
42 east Fife v montrose ..................................
43 Queen’s Park v east Stirling .......................
 P w D l f a Pts
arbroath 14 10 1 3 31 12 31
Queen’s Park 14 9 1 4 24 12 28
albion 14 8 3 3 21 11 27
East fife 14 4 5 5 19 18 17
annan ath 14 4 5 5 17 19 17
montrose 14 5 2 7 17 30 17
berwick 14 4 4 6 24 22 16
East stirling 14 5 1 8 17 29 16
Clyde 14 4 3 7 17 24 15
Elgin 14 2 5 7 12 22 11
VaNarama PrEmIEr
Forest Green v altrincham, macclesfield v 
Woking, Nuneaton v alfreton tn, torquay v 
barnet, Welling v bristol rovers. 
 Postponed: aldershot v Kidderminster, ches-
ter Fc v Lincoln city, dartford v Fc Halifax, 
dover v Wrexham, eastleigh v Grimsby, 
Southport v braintree tn.
VaNarama souTH
basingstoke v Sutton utd, boreham Wood 
v Hayes & yeading, chelmsford v Hemel 
Hempstead, concord rangers v Farnborough, 
Havant and W v eastbourne borough, maid-
enhead utd v ebbsfleet united, St albans v 
bath city, Wealdstone v Staines tn, Weston-
S-mare v bromley, Whitehawk v Gosport 
borough. 
VaNarama NorTH
aFc Fylde v Stalybridge, boston utd v brack-
ley, chorley v colwyn bay, Gainsborough v 
barrow, Harrogate tn v bradford P a, Hyde v 
North Ferriby utd, Leamington v Hednesford, 
Solihull moors v Lowestoft tn, Stockport 
county v Guiseley. 

THE HIgHlaND lEaguE
brora v Inverurie Loco Works, clachnacud-
din v Huntly, Forres mechanics v Keith, Fort 
William v deveronvale, Lossiemouth v turriff 
united, Nairn county v buckie thistle, rothes 
v cove rangers, Strathspey thistle v Fraser-
burgh, Wick academy v Formartine united. 
THE lowlaND lEaguE
edinburgh univ v east Kilbride, Spartans v 
Preston athletic, threave rovers v Gretna 
2008. 
IrIsH PrEmIEr
ballymena v Linfield, coleraine v cliftonville, 
crusaders v Portadown, Glentoran v ball-
inamallard utd, Warrenpoint tn v dungannon 
Swifts. 
wElsH PrEmIEr lEaguE
airbus uK v bangor city (2.30), carmarthen 
v bala tn (2.30), cefn druids v Port talbot 
(2.30), Prestatyn tn v Newtown (2.30). 
sPaNIsH lEaguE
44 athletic bilbao v cordoba (5.0) .................
46 deportivo La coruna v malaga (9.0) .........
48 elche v atletico madrid ..............................
- real madrid v celta Vigo (7.0) ...................
 P w D l f a Pts
real madrid 13 11 0 2 48 12 33
barcelona 13 10 1 2 31 6 31
atl madrid 13 9 2 2 25 12 29
sevilla 13 8 2 3 24 17 26
Valencia 13 7 3 3 24 12 24
Villarreal 13 6 3 4 19 14 21
malaga 13 6 3 4 16 14 21
Celta Vigo 13 5 5 3 17 13 20
ath bilbao 13 5 3 5 12 14 18
r Vallecano 13 5 2 6 16 24 17
Eibar 13 4 4 5 14 19 16
Espanyol 13 3 5 5 14 17 14
getafe 13 4 2 7 10 18 14
r sociedad 13 3 4 6 15 16 13
levante 13 3 3 7 10 33 12
granada 13 2 5 6 7 22 11
almeria 13 2 4 7 9 15 10
Deportivo  13 2 4 7 12 23 10
Elche 13 2 4 7 12 27 10
Cordoba 13 0 7 6 10 22 7
gErmaN lEaguE
bayern munich v bayer Leverkusen (5.30), 
borussia m’gladbach v Hertha berlin (2.30), 
cologne v augsburg (2.30), Hannover 96 v 
Wolfsburg (2.30), Paderborn v Sc Freiburg 
(2.30), Vfb Stuttgart v Schalke (2.30). 
ITalIaN lEaguE
roma v Sassuolo (5.0), torino v Palermo 
(7.45). 
frENCH lEaguE
bordeaux v Lorient (7.0), caen v Nice (7.0), 
Paris SG v Nantes (4.0), rennes v montpellier 
(7.0), St etienne v bastia (7.0). 
tomoRRow
barClays PrEmIEr lEaguE
1 aston Villa v Leicester (4.0) .......................
10 West Ham v Swansea (1.30) ......................
fa CuP sECoND rouND
- aldershot v rochdale (2.0) ........................

- barnsley v chester Fc (2.0) .......................
- bradford v dartford (2.0) ...........................
- bristol city v aFc telford (2.0) .................
- cheltenham v dover (2.0) .........................
- colchester v Peterborough (4.30).............
- Gateshead v Warrington tn (12.0) ............
- Scunthorpe v Worcester (2.0) ...................
- Southport v eastleigh (2.0) ........................
- Wycombe v aFc Wimbledon (2.0) ...........
wElsH PrEmIEr lEaguE
aberystwyth v rhyl (3.30). 
sPaNIsH lEaguE
45 barcelona v espanyol (4.0) ........................
47 eibar v almeria ..........................mon/Panel
49 Granada v Valencia (8.0) ............................
- rayo Vallecano v Sevilla (11.0am)...............
- Villarreal v real Sociedad (6.0) ..................
gErmaN lEaguE
eintracht Frankfurt v Werder bremen (4.30), 
Hamburg v mainz (2.30). 
ITalIaN lEaguE
atalanta v cesena (2.0), Genoa v ac milan 
(2.0), Inter milan v udinese (7.45), Napoli v 
empoli (11.30am), Parma v Lazio (2.0). 
frENCH lEaguE
evian tG v Lyon (1.0), Lens v Lille (4.0), mar-
seille v metz (8.0), reims v Guingamp (4.0). 

football on tV
today
Newcastle united v Chelsea
bt Sport 1, 12.00-15.00
motherwell v Celtic
Sky Sports 1, 12.30-15.00
manchester City v Everton
Sky Sports 1, 16.45-20.00
bayern munich v bayer leverkusen
bt Sport 1, 17.15-19.45
as roma v sassuolo
bt Sport 2, 17.15-19.00
real madrid v Celta Vigo
Sky Sports 5, 19.00-21.00
Torino v Palermo
bt Sport 1, 19.45-21.45
Deportivo la Coruna v malaga
Sky Sports 5, 21.00-23.00
tomoRRow
gateshead v warrington Town
bt Sport 1, 11.30-14.00
west Ham united v swansea City
Sky Sports 1, 12.30-15.30
genoa v aC milan
bt Sport 1, 14.00-16.00
aston Villa v leicester City
Sky Sports 1, 15.30-18.30
barcelona v Espanyol
Sky Sports 5, 15.55-18.00
Colchester utd v Peterborough utd
bt Sport 1, 16.00-18.45
Villarreal v real sociedad
Sky Sports 5, 18.00-20.00
Inter milan v udinese
bt Sport 1, 19.45-22.00
granada v Valencia
Sky Sports 5, 20.00-22.00

sporting digest
R u g by u n i o n
EuroPEaN CHamPIoNs CuP Pool 
four 
montpellier (0) ..... 5 bath (23) ............. 30
montpellier: Tries: tulou.
bath: Tries: thomas, Penalty, Houston. 
Conversions: Ford (3). Penalties: Ford (2). 
Drop goals: Ford. att: 6,500. 
 P w D l f a b Pts
glasgow 2 2 0 0 52 23 1 9
Toulouse 2 2 0 0 51 42 0 8
bath 3 1 0 2 59 63 1 5
montpellier 3 0 0 3 41 75 2 2
EuroPEaN CHallENgE CuP Pool 1 
grenoble (42) .....68 rovigo (3) ............ 10
 P w D l f a b Pts
london Irish 2 2 0 0 95 29 2 10
Cardiff blues 2 2 0 0 70 32 2 10
grenoble 3 1 0 2 97 72 1 5
rovigo 3 0 0 3 42 171 0 0
Pool 3 
Newcastle (14) ....30 s francais (9) ......23
Newcastle: Tries: Harris, Hammersley, 
robinson, cato. Conversions: catterick (2). 
Penalties: catterick (2).

weekend fixtures
stade francais: Tries: tomas, Inu. Con-
versions: m. Steyn (2). Penalties: m. Steyn 
(3). att: 4,300. 
 P w D l f a b Pts
Newcastle 3 3 0 0 103 68 2 14
N g D’gons 2 1 0 1 64 52 2 6
s francais 3 1 0 2 58 77 1 5
bucuresti 2 0 0 2 28 56 1 1
Pool 5 
brive (7) ...............22 oyonnax (13) ...... 30
 P w D l f a b Pts
gloucester 2 2 0 0 80 15 1 9
oyonnax 3 2 0 1 78 71 0 8
Zebre 2 1 0 1 50 54 0 4
brive 3 0 0 3 43 111 1 1
brITIsH aND IrIsH CuP Pool 1 
bristol (14) ...........22 l scottish (0) ...... 14
Pool 3 
munster (15) ........ 18 worcester (6)......23
S n o o k e R
uk CHamPIoNsHIP, york barbICaN: 
Quarter-finals: r O’Sullivan (eng) bt a 
mcGill (Sco) 6-4; S bingham (eng) bt G 
dott (Sco) 6-5; J trump (eng) bt m davis 
(eng) 6-1.

(Rugby 3pm unless stated)
to day
g o L F
(all wEEkEND): usPga Tour: 
HEro worlD CHallENgE (Isleworth 
G & cc, Florida). EuroPEaN Tour: 
NEDbaNk golf CHallENgE (Sun 
city, South africa). laDIEs EuroPEaN 
Tour: INDIaN oPEN (New delhi).
i C e  H o C k e y
ElITE lEaguE: Hull v coventry.
R u g by u n i o n
EuroPEaN CHamPIoNs CuP Pool 
oNE: munster v clermont auvergne (5.30), 
Sale v Saracens (1.0). CuP Pool THrEE: 
ulster v Scarlets (7.45). Pool fIVE: 
benetton treviso v Northampton (1.0), 
Ospreys v racing metro 92 (3.15).
EuroPEaN CHallENgE CuP Pool 
oNE: cardiff blues v London Irish (3.15). 
Pool Two: connacht v bayonne (5.0). 
Pool THrEE: bucuresti v Newport Gwent 
d’gons (11.0). Pool four: bordeaux-
begles v LOu rugby (7.45).

S n o o k e R
(all wEEkEND): uk CHamPIoNsHIP 
(york barbican).
to m o R Row
C R i C k e t
fourTH oNE Day INTErNaTIoNal: 
Sri Lanka v england (colombo, 04.30am).
i C e  H o C k e y
ElITE lEaguE: Fife v Sheffield.
R u g by u n i o n
EuroPEaN CHamPIoNs CuP Pool 
Two: castres v Wasps (1.0), Harlequins v 
Leinster (3.15). Pool THrEE: Leicester v 
toulon (5.30). Pool four: toulouse v 
Glasgow (3.15).
EuroPEaN CHallENgE CuP Pool 
fourl: edinburgh v London Welsh (2.0).
Pool fIVE: Gloucester v Zebre (3.15).
q u i z  a n S w e R S
1. Wayne rooney; 2. 1990; 3. 54,000; 4. 
borussia dortmund; 5. robbie Keane; 6. 
Steve claridge; 7. russia; 8. matthew Selt; 
9. 5; 10. Sunderland vs manchester city.
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Inquisitor #1363

A bottle of prosecco will go to  
the first three correct entries 
opened on 17 December. Please 
send your entry to Inquisitor 1363, 
The Independent, 2 Derry Street, 
London W8 5HF. You can comment 
about individual puzzles on the 
closing date at www.fifteensquared.
net, which hosts a weekly blog. 
 
The solution and winners will be  
published in two weeks. Solvers 
may e-mail queries and comments 
to nimrod1@jetdoc.co.uk at any 
time.

A P O L L O S P E E C H
P A N A D O L A M P L Y
H Y M N I N U R E I U P
I E H G X S R S I G B O
D R A G O P R E F A B I
S Y R I N X Y C R E E D
T O M M Y H A R M O R Y
V R O B B E R E D U C E
G U N N L R I F A S H O
A B I R E E V E B R I M
M A S O N B A R B O L A
E N T I T Y N E A T E N

Solution to Inquisitor 1361 
Unsteady by Gila
APOLLO/CREED, 
CLUBBER/LANG, IVAN/
DRAGO, TOMMY/GUNN 
and MASON/DIXON were 
opponents of R BALBOA 
(anagram of BARBOLA). Extra 
letters gave “HIS WHOLE 
LIFE WAS A MILLION-TO-
ONE SHOT”, the tagline from 
the first Rocky (= ‘unsteady’) 
movie.

Winners 
Iain Campbell, Isle of Lewis; 
Dr J Bygott, Oxford; 
Richard Moore, Lincoln

Associations by Kruger
Clues are presented in 
alphabetical order of their 
answers which must be 
fitted into the grid, wherever 
they will go. One of the 
five unclued entries has a 
direct association with three 
of the others. Arranged in 
conventional clue order, 
single extra letters yielded by 
wordplay in fifteen clues give 
a phrase which will instruct 
solvers how to identify and 
enter a cryptic representation 
of the fourth associated 
unclued entry. 

Clues
• In Alaska consider 

climbing trees (5)
• Stupidly I drill a small 

number of coverings for 
seeds (8)

• Voles in Victoria nesting 
in a quantity of wool – not 
good! (8)

• At one time infatuating 
stags into dancing (9)

• No gentleman of yore 
retaining right to keep 
property for vassal (6)

• Ugly old woman not 
covering second of 
trenches – this  
could affect rhubarb  
(8, 2 words)

• Lump in centre of 
Camden overturned  
car (6)

• Ditches in last two of 
fields filled by shower (6)

• Large vessel follows fleet 
essentially for fish (5)

• They eat into trunk of 
tree. Squirrels? (8)

• The truth: members 
of religious movement 
beheaded dissidents (11)

• Capital of backward 
nation (Tahiti) (5)

• Hard ground outside  
door (4)

• Worker in bakery taking 
off from policeman (4)

• Fashionable Indian scout 
ignores west of Nebraska 
completely (6, 2 words)

• In China nameless 
powdered mushroom is 
rejected as emetic (6)

• Scientist spots wife 
entering station 
frivolously wasting time 
(11, 2 words)

• Substance on crust of 
roti: unknown mould (6)

• Natural estuary surrounds 
wide bank (7)

• Emperor’s rule open to 
change (4)

• Washing the feet of dog, 
say, held by repulsive 
strap (6)

• Mistakenly CNN 
too covers vote on 
independence – it’s not 
damaging (8)

• Slick movement’s 
achieved, also 
pronounced (6)

• On occasions niggardly 
author meets extremely 
niggardly Scottish guide 
(9, 2 words)

• Salmon hiding in water 
grass became calm (7)

• Transfixed: Cambodia’s 
left provided with 
subterranean passages (7)

• Store sells mostly cobbled 
protective footwear (9)

• Reassigned leader of 
airmen onto first stage 
before flight (9)

• Badly want to cry 
mournfully for bird  
(8, 2 words)

• Henry leaves the skin of 
red-eye – oily, not to be 
eaten (6)

• Group of students leave 
redshank right beside 
American tree (6)

• River on island is source 
of poison (5)

• Calamity will befall town 
out east – terrible!  
(7, 2 words)

• Bird’s exhausted 
– without energy (4)

‘I attach a puzzle for your consideration…’ 
It’s demoralising trying to get your first puzzle published, 
especially if editors don’t reply or already have a stock of 
puzzles from a settled team. New puzzle-setters should 
check out bigdave44.com, the site that is to the Telegraph 
what fifteensquared.net is to the Independent/Guardian/
FT. The eponymous – and not inappropriately named – 
“Big” Dave, who has been “setting the words to lights” for 
nigh on six years, has featured now-familiar compilers like 
Alchemi, Commoner, Donk, eXternal, Hieroglyph, Kairos 
and Radler in his “Not The Saturday Prize Puzzle” series; 
and he’s just introduced an (also weekly but unedited) 
“Rookie” slot.   John henderSon (nimrod)

A I N T R E E
HYPERION
12.00 Great Try 12.30 Hannah’s Magic 1.00 Our Mick 1.30 The Package 2.05
Mountain King 2.40 Holywell 3.15 Poole Master
Live on TV: RUK Going: Mildmay & Hurdle course: Good to Soft 
(Good in places) National course: Soft (Good to Soft in places) 

CH41 . 3 0 B E T F R E D  B EC H E R  H A N D I C A P C H A S E 
(G R A D E  3 )  ( 1 )  6 y o +  £140,000 3 m  2 f

Timeform View: Plenty to consider, with last year’s winner Chance du Roy the pick of 
those with previous experience over the Grand National fences, but Nigel 
Twiston-Davies usually has one primed for this race and can win it for a sixth time with 
the progressive Benbens who jumped well and ran a blinder off his current mark at 
Cheltenham last month. The shortlist is anything but, though Mendip Express looks 
sure to give an excellent account of himself.
1 10201-0 AL CO (14) 9 11-12 Peter Bowen Jamie Moore
2 1120-35 MR MOONSHINE (42) 10 11-11 Sue Smith Daragh Bourke (5)
3 P82U2-4 BURTON PORT (42) 10 11-10 Jonjo O’Neill Richie McLernon s
4 P81-P MON PARRAIN (49) 8 11-9 Paul Nicholls Ryan Mahon s + t
5 1113P-1 MENDIP EXPRESS (31) 8 11-9 Harry Fry Mr W. Biddick (3) t
6 581U0-8 ACROSS THE BAY (24) 10 11-9 Donald McCain Wilson Renwick b + t
7 7390-72 RENARD (14) 9 11-7 Venetia Williams Liam Treadwell
8 12U46-4 GREEN FLAG (34) 7 11-7 Lucinda Russell Peter Buchanan
9 98/1P46- CHANCE DU ROY (245) 10 11-6 Philip Hobbs Tom O’Brien s
10 21476-5 JUST A PAR (28) 7 11-6 Paul Nicholls Nick Scholfield s
11 714P0-B LION NA BEARNAI (13) 12 11-4 T. Gibney A. P. Heskin
12 1P312-3 KNOCK A HAND (24) 9 11-4 Richard Lee Micheal Nolan (3) b
13 4PP/30-6 THE PACKAGE (21) 11 11-4 David Pipe Tom Scudamore s + t
14 411730- KRUZHLININ (245) 7 11-4 Donald McCain Jason Maguire
15 25827-2 GOONYELLA (21) 7 11-1 J. T. R. Dreaper J. J. Burke (3) t
16 604/11U OSCAR TIME (22) 13 11-1 Robert Waley-Cohen Mr S. Waley-Cohen (3)
17 24/759U- OUR FATHER (245) 8 11-1 David Pipe Conor O’Farrell b
18 2112-42 BENBENS (22) 9 10-13 Nigel Twiston-Davies Ryan Hatch (5)
19 6P0P- SHAKALAKABOOMBOOM (245) 10 10-11 N. Henderson Peter Carberry (3)
20 24P68-5 HIGHLAND LODGE (56) 8 10-11 Emma Lavelle Andrew Thornton
21 F11311 BALBRIGGAN (13) 7 10-10 Gordon Elliott D. J. Casey t
22 P-3315P BALLYBOUGH GORTA (37) 7 10-9 Peter Bowen Brian Hughes s
23 42PP-32 ALFIE SPINNER (28) 9 10-7 Nick Williams Daryl Jacob
24 0/84PF-3 SAINT ARE (21) 8 10-6 Tom George Denis O’Regan t
25 F415-14 MASTER NEO (21) 8 10-2 Nigel Hawke Mark Quinlan t

– 25 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. BENBENS 2. MENDIP EXPRESS 3. CHANCE DU ROY 
Betfair betting forecast: 10-1 Mendip Express, Balbriggan, Chance du Roy, 16-1
Highland Lodge, Green Flag, Benbens, Saint Are, Our Father, Goonyella, 20-1 Just A Par, 

25-1 Across The Bay, Burton Port, 33-1 Al Co, Knock A Hand, Alfie Spinner, Mon Parrain, 
The Package, 40-1 Mr Moonshine, Shakalakaboomboom, Oscar Time, 50-1 Renard, 66-1
Kruzhlinin, Ballybough Gorta, 100-1 Lion Na Bearnai, Master Neo

CH42 . 4 0 B E T F R E D  ‘ R AC I N G ’ S  B I G G E S T S U P P O R T E R ’ 
C H A S E  ( L I S T E D)  ( 1 )  4 y o +  £45,000 3 m  1 f

Timeform View: A Graded event in all but name with a quartet of very smart chasers 
lining up. Holywell and Ma Filleule should do much better with a run under their belts 
and look the pair to focus on, the former preferred with his impressive Grade 1 success 
over C&D in April still fresh in the memory.
1 U1111-3 HOLYWELL (34) 7 11-6 Jonjo O’Neill Richie McLernon s
2 3125P-1 SAM WINNER (21) 7 11-6 Paul Nicholls Nick Scholfield t
3 48-446 MEDERMIT (14) 10 11-0 Alan King Denis O’Regan
4 3P121-5 MA FILLEULE (35) 6 10-13 Nicky Henderson Daryl Jacob

– 4 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. HOLYWELL 2. MA FILLEULE 3. MEDERMIT 
Betfair betting forecast: 15-8 Holywell, 9-4 Ma Filleule, 4-1 Sam Winner, 5-1 Medermit

CH43 .1 5 B E T F R E D  G R A N D  S E F TO N  H A N D I C A P 
C H A S E  ( 2 )  6 y o +  £70,000 2 m  5 f  11 0 y

Timeform View: Bennys Mist has plenty of experience over the Grand National 
fences, finishing second from this mark in April’s Topham, and he could be worth 
chancing in a wide-open renewal. Persian Snow is better than he showed in last 
month’s Paddy Power and makes the shortlist, along with last year’s victor Rebel 
Rebellion.
1 12P24-3 ROLLING ACES (42) 8 11-12 Paul Nicholls Nick Scholfield s + t
2 93403-3 HUNT BALL (14) 9 11-11 Nicky Henderson Andrew Tinkler
3 2679-77 CHAMPION COURT (21) 9 11-3 Martin Keighley Ryan Hatch (5) s
4 1320-74 REBEL REBELLION (42) 9 11-0 Paul Nicholls Ryan Mahon b + t
5 110-8F6 POOLE MASTER (20) 9 10-12 David Pipe Tom Scudamore b
6 2167-20 PERSIAN SNOW (21) 8 10-10 Philip Hobbs Tom O’Brien t
7 2016-02 DOLATULO (28) 7 10-9 Warren Greatrex Denis O’Regan s + t
8 260-250 CEDRE BLEU (21) 7 10-8 Charlie Mann Mr S. Waley-Cohen (3) h, b + t
9 22450-5 UP TO SOMETHING (34) 6 10-8 Charlie Longsdon Daryl Jacob
10 1302-9P BENNYS MIST (28) 8 10-8 Venetia Williams Liam Treadwell
11 42621-6 WITNESS IN COURT (202) 7 10-7 Donald McCain Jason Maguire
12 B20-19P ORPHEUS VALLEY (21) 11 10-5 T. Gibney A. P. Heskin t
13 1326-1F FOUNDATION MAN (28) 7 10-5 Jonjo O’Neill Richie McLernon v
14 PP1P-12 BOB FORD (24) 7 10-2 Rebecca Curtis Jamie Moore h
15 2442-62 KING OF THE WOLDS (24) 7 10-0 Malcolm Jefferson Brian Hughes
16 915-PP2 TOO COOL TO FOOL (35) 11 10-0 Jim Goldie Wilson Renwick

– 16 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. BENNYS MIST 2. PERSIAN SNOW 3. REBEL REBELLION 

Betfair betting forecast: 7-1 Rebel Rebellion, 8-1 Rolling Aces, 9-1 Persian Snow, 
Dolatulo, 10-1 Bob Ford, 14-1 King of The Wolds, Bennys Mist, Champion Court, Hunt 
Ball, 20-1 Foundation Man, Witness In Court, Up To Something, 33-1 Cedre Bleu, Poole 
Master, 66-1 Orpheus Valley, 100-1 Too Cool To Fool

SA N D OW N
HYPERION
12.20 Clean Sheet 12.50 Koolala 1.20 Home Run 1.50 Irish Saint 2.25 Leviathan 3.00
Vukovar 3.35 Samstown 
Live on TV: RUK Going: Chase course: Soft (Good to Soft in places) 
Hurdle course: Soft (Heavy in places) 

CH42 . 2 5 M A D I N AT J U M E I R A H  D U BA I  D EC E M B E R 
H A N D I C A P H U R D L E  ( L I S T E D)  ( 1 )  4 y o + 
(0 -1 5 0)  £60,000 2 m  11 0 y

Timeform View: Dormello Mo was very impressive when winning in a first-time 
tongue tie at Exeter last month and is taken to follow-up from an 8 lb higher mark. 
Ruacana, Leviathan and Amore Alato are others to consider in a competitive heat.
1 6/0450-4 RUACANA (213) 5 11-12 John Ferguson Jack Sherwood (7)
2 411320- AMORE ALATO (246) 5 11-11 Nick Williams Richard Johnson
3 1415-51 DORMELLO MO (24) 4 11-10 Paul Nicholls Sam Twiston-Davies t
4 F106-41 LEVIATHAN (15) 7 11-9 Venetia Williams Aidan Coleman
5 4-112 SWEET DEAL (15) 4 11-7 Nicky Henderson Barry Geraghty
6 232542- SLEEPY HAVEN (224) 4 10-13 Jennie Candlish Noel Fehily
7 14/0-7 WAR SINGER (21) 7 10-12 Johnny Farrelly Leighton Aspell v + t
8 24/46- SNAKE EYES (315) 6 10-11 Nicky Henderson A. P. McCoy
9 432- SUDDEN WISH (354) 5 10-0 Gary Moore George Gorman (10)

– 9 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. DORMELLO MO 2. RUACANA 3. LEVIATHAN
Betfair betting forecast: 7-2 Dormello Mo, 5-1 Sweet Deal, Leviathan, 6-1 Snake Eyes, 
8-1 Amore Alato, 12-1 Ruacana, 14-1 Sleepy Haven, 16-1 War Singer, 66-1 Sudden Wish

CH43 . 0 0 8 8 8 S P O R T T I N G L E  C R E E K C H A S E  (G R A D E  1 ) 
( 1 ) 4 y o +  £150,000 2 m

Timeform View: With Sprinter Sacre and Sire de Grugy both sidelined this is an 
excellent opportunity for Balder Succes, who was one of last season’s top novices. 
He’s been beaten by God’s Own the last twice, but he did too much too soon at 
Punchestown on the first occasion and was giving away 7 lb to his rival at Exeter on 
reappearance. The highly regarded Vukovar is also of interest for his red-hot yard.
1 5111-32 BALDER SUCCES (32) 6 11-7 Alan King Richard Johnson
2 11245-3 DODGING BULLETS (20) 6 11-7 Paul Nicholls Sam Twiston-Davies t
3 0242-11 GOD’S OWN (32) 6 11-7 Tom George Paddy Brennan
4 2/11U7-P HINTERLAND (32) 6 11-7 Paul Nicholls Noel Fehily h
5 111F2-4 OSCAR WHISKY (21) 9 11-7 Nicky Henderson Barry Geraghty
6 2U2-562 SOMERSBY (14) 10 11-7 Mick Channon A. P. McCoy s

7 32335-1 THIRD INTENTION (15) 7 11-7 Colin Tizzard Brendan Powell
8 1/11217- VUKOVAR (268) 5 11-7 Harry Fry Davy Russell t
9 11/5-4 WILLIAM’S WISHES (14) 9 11-7 Evan Williams Paul Moloney
10 8162-35 PEPITE ROSE (32) 7 11-0 Venetia Williams Aidan Coleman

– 10 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. BALDER SUCCES 2. GOD’S OWN 3. VUKOVAR 
Betfair betting forecast: 11-4 Balder Succes, 4-1 God’s Own, 7-1 Oscar Whisky, 8-1
Vukovar, 9-1 Somersby, Dodging Bullets, 18-1 Hinterland, 33-1 Third Intention, William’s 
Wishes, 40-1 Pepite Rose

CH43 . 3 5 8 8 8 S P O R T LO N D O N  N AT I O N A L ( H A N D I C A P 
C H A S E )  ( 2 )  5 y o +  (0 -1 5 0)  £40,000 3 m  5 f  11 0 y

Timeform View: Kasbadali has had only 2 starts in as many years, but he seems to go 
well fresh and remains with plenty of potential over fences, especially now tackling a 
marathon trip. Samstown made a winning return over hurdles and is respected back in 
this sphere, while Whats Happening is another who promises to improve now his 
stamina is tested more fully.
1 14221-1 SAMSTOWN (28) 7 11-12 Alistair Whillans Richard Johnson
2 P51P-U3 THERE’S NO PANIC (64) 9 11-8 Paul Nicholls Sam Twiston-Davies s
3 712PP-2 EMPEROR’S CHOICE (14) 7 11-7 Venetia Williams Aidan Coleman
4 25204-4 WHATS HAPPENING (24) 7 11-7 Tom George Paddy Brennan t
5 252/12- KASBADALI (273) 9 11-7 Oliver Sherwood Leighton Aspell
6 0F491-6 UPHAM ATOM (41) 11 11-4 Kate Buckett Brendan Powell
7 661621 TALES OF MILAN (8) 7 10-8 Phil Middleton Harry Haynes b + t

– 7 DECLARED –
Timeform 1-2-3: 1. KASBADALI 2. SAMSTOWN 3. WHATS HAPPENING 
Betfair betting forecast: 7-2 There’s No Panic, 9-2 Kasbadali, Samstown, 5-1 Whats 
Happening, 11-2 Emperor’s Choice, 14-1 Tales of Milan, 16-1 Upham Atom

HYPERION
CHEPSTOW
12.25 One Track Mind 12.55 Minellahalfcentury 1.25 Binge Drinker 2.00 King Rolfe 
2.35 Zalgarry 3.10 Carole’s Destrier 3.45 Dueling Banjos 

WETHERBY
12.10 Missed Approach 12.40 Redpender 1.10 Omid 1.40 Wilde Pastures 2.15 Fisher 
2.50 Many Stars 3.25 Avenue Of Honour 

WOLVERHAMPTON
6.15 Gambino 6.45 Apache Storm 7.15 Cilento 7.45 Yorkshireman 8.15 Street Artist 
8.45 Humour 9.15 Royal Battalion 

FORM AND ANALYSIS SUPPLIED BY TIMEFORM
Follow us on Twitter @Timeform1948 for more opinion, advice and analysis

RACING FORM BY TIMEFORM

EXETER
Going: Good to Soft 
12.40 1. UNEFILLE DE GUYE (Giles Hawkins) 11-4f; 2. Positive Vibes 
7-2; 3. Precious Ground 12-1; 8 ran 1¾, 4 (Victor Dartnall) 
Betfair SPs: 4.13; 1.50, 1.85, 4.70 
1.10 1. SAPHIR DU RHEU (Nick Scholfield) 4-5f; 2. Horizontal Speed 
6-1; 3. Salmanazar 22-1; 8 ran 11, 8 (Paul Nicholls) 
Betfair SPs: 1.85; 1.22, 1.71, 5.41 
1.40 1. ULTRAGOLD (Brendan Powell) 6-1; 2. Wilton Milan 6-4f; 
3. Filbert 9-2; 9 ran 3, 2¾ (Colin Tizzard) 
Betfair SPs: 7.40; 2.66, 1.41, 2.28

2.15 1. ROBINSFIRTH (Brendan Powell) 15-2; 2. One For The Guv’nr 
7-2; 3. Hello George 8-11f; 18 ran 1¼, 8 (Colin Tizzard) 
Betfair SPs: 10.68; 2.80, 1.59, 1.13 
2.50 1. EXMOOR MIST (Jack Doyle) 3-1f; 2. Boss In Boots 11-1; 
3. Moving Waves 6-1; 11 ran 5, 6 (Victor Dartnall) 
Betfair SPs: 5.02; 2.42, 4.00, 2.88
3.20 1. ADRENALIN FLIGHT (Andrew Thornton) 11-2; 2. Milosam 
5-1; 3. Buckhorn Tom 6-1; 11 ran 9-2f Gorgehous Lliege (did not finish) 
2¼, 35 (Seamus Mullins) Betfair SPs: 7.80; 2.76, 2.55, 2.90
3.50 1. BOARD OF TRADE (Aidan Coleman) 6-1; 2. Wishfull Dreaming 
7-4f; 3. Morning Herald 50-1; 12 ran ½, ¾ (Alan King) 
Betfair SPs: 8.85; 2.77, 1.56, 18.00 

LINGFIELD PARK 
Going: Standard 
12.30 1. DREAMLIKE (Adam Kirby) 5-2f; 2. Zamoura 33-1; 
3. Never Change 5-1; 11 ran sh, ns (Luca Cumani) 
Betfair SPs: 3.88; 1.53, 9.20, 2.53 NR Crystalin
1.00 1. PLANETOID (William Twiston-Davies) 7-2; 2. Maison Brillet 
20-1; 3. Zinnobar 6-1; 11 ran 9-4f Takeitfromalady (11) ns, 2¼ (Jim Best) 
Betfair SPs: 5.36; 1.94, 6.50, 2.38
1.30 1. NIGHTLIGHT (James Doyle) 4-9f; 2. Beggers Luck 100-1; 
3. Childesplay 7-4; 4 ran 1¾, nk (Jeremy Noseda) 
Betfair SPs: 1.57; 1.05, 15.00, 1.10 

2.05 1. ARCTIC LYNX (Liam Jones) 7-2; 2. Noverre To Go 5-2; 
3. Pharoh Jake 9-2; 5 ran 6-4f Best Trip (4) 1¼, 3¼ (Robert Cowell) 
Betfair SPs: 5.25; 2.31, 1.94, 2.67 NR Quality Art
2.40 1. DESERT STRIKE (Hayley Turner) 16-1; 2. Thataboy 6-1; 
3. Suitsus 8-1; 12 ran 2-1f Tychaios (6) ¾, ½ (Conor Dore) 
Betfair SPs: 21.50; 4.80, 2.48, 3.30
3.10 1. RIZAL PARK (Thomas Brown) 3-1; 2. Until Midnight 5-2f; 
3. Tommy’s Secret 14-1; 8 ran nk, ½ (Andrew Balding) 
Betfair SPs: 4.60; 1.80, 1.53, 4.00 
3.40 1. GAELIC SILVER (Hector Crouch) 4-1; 2. Sheila’s Buddy 8-1; 
3. Persepolis 5-2f; 10 ran ¾, 2½ (Gary Moore) 
Betfair SPs: 6.00; 2.04, 3.07, 1.66 NR Commissar

SANDOWN PARK 
Going: Soft
12.50 1. BIVOUAC (Barry Geraghty) 4-1; 2. Storm Force Ten 
16-1; 3. Baron Alco 6-1; 6 ran 1-2f Baraka De Thaix (5) ¾, 2
(Nicky Henderson) Betfair SPs: 6.15; 2.18, 5.50, 2.46
1.20 1. GENEROUS RANSOM (Daryl Jacob) 15-2; 2. Howlongisafoot 
10-3; 3. Bob Tucker 4-1; 8 ran 9-4f In Fairness (7) 1¼, nk (Nick Gifford) 
Betfair SPs: 10.97; 2.71, 1.85, 2.00 
1.55 1. VYTA DU ROC (Barry Geraghty) 7-4f; 2. Shantou Bob 4-1; 
3. Tara Point 5-2; 5 ran ns, 1¼ (Nicky Henderson) 
Betfair SPs: 2.99; 1.65, 2.45, 1.97

2.30 1. BLACK THUNDER (Sam Twiston-Davies) 4-6f; 
2. Rocky Bender 40-1; 3. Corrin Wood 2-1; 4 ran 11, nk (Paul Nicholls) 
Betfair SPs: 1.72; 1.20, 10.12, 1.52
3.00 1. FIRM ORDER (Mr M. J. P. Kendrick) 4-1; 2. Handy Andy 13-8f; 
3. Ballyallia Man 9-2; 6 ran 1½, ½ (Paul Webber) 
Betfair SPs: 5.80; 2.76, 1.85, 2.81
3.30 1. AS DE MEE (Sam Twiston-Davies) 11-1; 2. Coup De Grace 7-2; 
3. Net Work Rouge 8-1; 9 ran evs f Theinval (5) nk, 2¾ (Paul Nicholls) 
Betfair SPs: 15.20; 3.05, 1.68, 2.90 NR Fourth Act

RACING RESULTS BY BETFAIR
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Tom Peck

For some it’s the 
twinkling lights in the 
streets, the drink-
driving adverts or 
the sudden rapacious 
consumerism of 

tiny children that signals the arrival of 
Christmas. Personally, and for nigh on 20 
years, it has been the guiltiest pleasure of 
the sporting calendar, and I hope it always 
will be.

No, not the barely disguised, 800-man 
stag do that is the darts at Ally Pally. That 
has gone far too mainstream now. And it’s 
arguably more shameful than that.

Some clues. Shout out when you know 
the answer. Lou Butera. Marcus Chamat. 
The Goresbrook Leisure Centre (come 
on...). Mika Immonen. Mika Immonen. 
Steve Davis, and for anyone left in... Earl 
“The Pearl” Strickland.

There we are. We got there. If there’s 
anyone still reading who’s been living on 
the dark side of one of Saturn’s moons since 
1994, or indeed anywhere unfamiliar to 
the cheap end of Sky Sports’ subscription 
package since around the mid-Nineties, I 
speak, of course, of the Mosconi Cup, nine-
ball pool’s answer to golf’s Ryder Cup.

This year’s event, which came to an 
end on Thursday night, was not a classic. 
Europe, lacking as ever many of the 
game’s brighter stars, but who play more 
cohesively as a unit (a system that has since 
been mimicked with great success by their 
golfing counterparts) won it at a stroll. 
It’s hard to tell whether home advantage 
played a part, as one would have to guess 
that even the European players would 
rather have been at the Mirage, Las Vegas, 
as they were last year, than the Tower 
Circus at Blackpool.

It was Europe’s fifth straight win, and 
by a landslide, but good on the whole 
team for jumping up and down in unison 
on top of the table as the crowd bellowed, 
“Easy! Easy!” into their opponents’ 
vanquished faces.

Such a procession of processions does 
make one wonder whether the Mosconi still 
ensnares the imagination of bored teenage 
boys as it once did with such devastating 
effect on my big brother and me.

Most worryingly of all, after a spine-
tingling reappearance last year, the game’s 

Christmas can only mean the hustlers’ convention of the Mosconi Cup

Most worryingly of all, this 
year Earl ‘The Pearl’ Strickland 
was tragically missing

q u i z  o f T h e  w e e k by s i m o n  R i c e

1 Which Manchester 
United player took to the 
microphone to sing at the 
club’s Christmas party? 

2 Tottenham remain 
without a win at Chelsea’s 
Stamford Bridge since 
when – 2000, 1990, 1980?  

3 The redevelopment 
of Anfield will take the 
stadium’s capacity to what?  

4 The players of which 
Champions League team 
pulled pints for supporters 
at a Christmas party this 
week? 

5 Which former Premier 
League player won the 
Major League Soccer most 
valuable player award? 

6 Which TV pundit is set to 
manage Salisbury City? 

7  It was alleged up to 99 per 

cent of Olympic athletes 
from which country were 
cheating? 

8 Ronnie O’Sullivan’s 147 
at the UK Championship 
came against who? 

9 By how many over par 

was Tiger Woods in his first 
competitive round since 
August? 

10 At which Premier 
League match this week did 
Spider-man (left) appear? 

 Answers P.18

muse fa forty pages aboot the bottom of a 
daaigestive biscuit.” 

But most of all, it is an annual reminder 
of the irresistible power of European 
eclecticism. For all the dangerous pool-hall 
glamour of Strickland and his pals, the great 
satisfaction, at least in the last half decade, 
is watching them all quietly be utterly 
vanquished by granite-headed metronomic 
Finns and Germans, and the no-nonsense 
brutality of the rough-edged ageing sons 
of English pub landlords, not least as we 
don’t even play the game. Not the nine-
ball version, anyway. There was a glorious 
incident, probably a decade ago, when 
Ronnie O’Sullivan briefly turned up, and had 
to ask his apparently legendary opponent the 
rules as he wiped the floor with him.

Oh well, that’s it for 
another year. And the 
drink-driving ads aren’t 
even on yet. Bring on 
the darts.

towering figure, Earl “The Pearl” was 
tragically missing again. Some have dared 
to suggest that the mulleted, mustachioed, 
wild-eyed 53-year-old Earl, son of a 
North Carolina tobacco harvester and a 
man seemingly permanently high on life, 
may finally have lost all contact with the 
universe around him when he claimed to be 
“one of the greatest athletes America has 
ever produced”.

I’m not so sure. He is the clearest 
glimpse most of us in this nation of closet 
Yankophiles will ever see of the real life 
pool hustler, of Paul Newman in The Color 
of Money. 

He is the only real life person we’ll ever 
hear talk of the “steer men and road agents” 
who toured the wood-floored pool halls 
of the Deep South, and the “strong arms” 
(the man who carries the gun) who’d stand 
beside them.

It’s a life Strickland gave up to play in 
the tournaments, because “people don’t 

clap for gamblers”, and set himself on a 
road that would one day lead all the way 
to Lakeside Shopping Centre, Thurrock. 
That was where I happened to pass by on 
my lunch break in the late Nineties, and 
saw him standing outside Bentalls in the 
central atrium at the end of an exhibition 
match, bellowing into the microphone: 
“Thank God, I wanna THANK GOD, for 
letting us play here today. Lakeside, you are 
incredible.”

The other irreplaceable force, of course, 
was the late and incomparably great Sid 
Waddell. Best known as the truly unique 
voice of darts, he saved so many of his 
greatest lines for the Mosconi: “Oh, and 
would you see the look of denouement, on 
the face of the Romford Slim, here at the 
Goresbrook Lesha Centa!” I can hear it now.

Ah, Waddell. Has anyone put better the 
terrifying challenge of the commentator’s 
art, its immediacy and brevity, than he once 
did: “It’s not like Marcel Proust, you can’t 

england’s
Karl boyes 
lines up 
a shot as 
europe 
cruised to 
another 
mosconi cup 
win over the 
united States 
this week 
gETTy
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