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2 DAYS ❤ 13 MONEY EARNERS $152,058.10
ALONA JAMES

MYSTERY IN THE WINDS

$42,126.50

$4,387.38

TERRI ALEXANDER

FURY ON THE RUN

LISA LOCKHART

PRIME DIAMOND

$13,501 $7,500

JESSIE HAVENER

WHOOWHO SHEZTALENTED

RYANN PEDONE

DASH TA FIRE CANYON

$32,501.25

TAYLOR SHIELDS SCHEIDT

FURYS PRINCESS

$23,438

ABIGAIL POE

FURIOUS INTERLUDE

$1,700

JESSIE WADE

ZING ZING ITS TALENT

$3,500

NAYAH MURPHY

FEELING DIRTY

$902

PATRICIA JONS

FURY OF THE SUN

$7,500

LANA TIBBETTS

HEZASHARPDRESSEDMAN

$3,000

BILLIE ANN HARMON

PATRIOTS FIREWATER

$751

PINK BUCKLE
*

COPPER SPRING RANCH SIRES FURYOFTHEWIND, FIREWATER CANYON, CARRIZZO 
& PRIME  TALENT HAD 33 PINK BUCKLE ENTRIES, WITH 39% WINNING MONEY!

CopperSpringRanch.comCSR

$11,251

MARGO CROWTHER

SHES PACKIN FAME
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COWBOY WAY

PULLING BULLS WITHOUT THE DRAMA

Dylan Biggs’ ongoing series on training cattle is all about pulling bulls 

and trailing a single animal to a trailer and loading them — wreck-free. In 

this photo is TK Ranch hand Dexter Dedora on his gelding, JJ. 

Photo courtesy TK Ranch
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Ringing heel chains and jingle 
bells are the sounds of Christmas, 
and they echo throughout 
Canada’s Rocky Mountains as a 
sleigh glides along the trails.

Photo courtesy Banff & Lake 
Louise Tourism
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Where in the World
is Canadian Cowboy?

d  
the countries around the world where you read and enjoy 
Canadian Cowboy Country. W  

 

K

Amelie 

Crowshore 

China

Tyson Dueck & friends Mexico

Avril 

Chattaway 

Costa  
Rica

Madison 

Petriko 

Czech 

Republic

Claire 

Roberts 
Dead  

Sea

Has been bringing you spellbinding 
conversations, the clear, crisp music of 
the west, horse training advice, Baxter 

Black and great cowboy poetry each week 
on a network of great radio stations since 

1992.
And now you can watch and listen any 

time on YouTube and download the show 
as a podcast.

HUGH-MCLENNAN.COM
Get the details at  
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RR 1
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facebook.com/cowboycountrymag @CowboyCntryMag

Making a List …

T
he best part of my job is when I 
get the opportunity to brag on my 
friends, such as our Living Legend, 

Tom Wraight. The worst part of my job is 
that there are only so many pages in a mag-
azine! So many times, we’ve said of certain 
people, “You should write a book,” and Tom 
is one such man.

Perhaps Sandy Short had it right when 
she took the bull by the horns and inter-
viewed her dad and faithfully recorded his 
tales in a memoir. She had graciously sent 
me the book last year, and I finally had a 
chance to read it and marvel at the times 
we’ll never see again. I’ve included a review 
in Porch Reads.

As usual, our ongoing ranching series, 
What Works for Us, takes readers on a mar-
velous trip to some of the interesting locales 
in our country, and this issue showcases 
perhaps two of the most extreme examples. 
A few things that the outfits have in com-
mon are no shortage of water and isolation, 
or as Don Richardson says, “We’re not 
isolated, we’re geographically challenged.” 
Another point the two outfits have in com-
mon is the cost of freight for bringing in hay. 
The Hoff ’s supplement with grains from an 
ethanol plant, while Don will sometimes 

buy double-compressed hay that has made 
a round trip from the port of Prince Rupert 
on a container ship to Korea, where some-
times it is sent back (if there’s any quack 
grass in the hay, it’s rejected). He can pick 
it up off the docks for a “reasonable” price, 
even though it has been freighted well over 
14,000 km, rather than pay the trucking 
from Vanderhoof. Ingenious, eh?

I’d like to thank our guest columnist, 
Emily Kitching, for doing such a master-
ful job of introducing the craftsmen of the 
Traditional Cowboy Arts Association. This 
is her last column in this series, and I’ve 
enjoyed working with her and, of course, 
the TCAA. Their work is awe-inspiring and 
has been a visual treat for all of us!

Merry Christmas to you all — and 
thanks for continuing to invite us into 
your homes, saddlebags, cow camps and 
winter camps, and always remember that 
wherever you are, you are in Canadian 
Cowboy Country.

— Terri Mason, Editor
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Tales of a 
Horse Trader
Dear Terri,

I have never met you, but really enjoy Canadian Cowboy 
Country magazine, and also your poetry.

I was a trick rider for forty years, having started with the 
help of [Canadian Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame trick rider] Claire 
Dewar. I am the mother of Leann Weyh, who trick rode at the 
Calgary Stampede from 1990 to 2003, the most consecutive 
number of years for any trick rider. She was Leann Pollock at 
that time.

A few years ago, I taped many stories of my father, with 
a few additions from my mother, and had them made into a 
book. My mother died in 2015, just short of 103 years, and my 
father in 2016, just six days from 104 years. They truly were 
early settlers of this area. I have some of the books yet and 
thought you might like a copy. I hope you enjoy it.

– Sandy Short, Delisle, Sask.

Cattle Handling
Hi Terri,

I was visiting at a Stockmen’s meeting and I told them ‘that 
Canadian Cowboy has them articles on that cattle handling — I 
really enjoy them.’ It’s true if you keep your mouth shut when 
you’re doing some of this stuff, not be hollering and waving 
your arms and read what the cow does, they’ll come back to 
you like you wouldn’t believe. 

I sure like them articles. That guy knows what he’s talking 
about. I’d like to go to one of his cattle handling clinics.

– Dave “Duke” Tuchscherer, Richmound, Sask.

Best 
Dressed
Dear Terri,

Once again, thank you for 
a great magazine! Please 
find enclosed a photo of 
my First Prize winning 
Best Dressed Scarecrow, 
which I entered in 2019 
Minburn Ag Fair, using 
your article on 75 Years of 
Canadian Pro Rodeo.

– Charlotte Myroniuk, 
Minburn, Alta.

1 Emily Kitching
Traditional Cowboy Arts: 
We Are the Modern West, page 24

In 2001, Emily Kitching started her own horse magazine, Eclectic 

Horseman. Her goal is to become the best horsewoman she can 

be and to help horses get a better deal by educating horse owners 

around the world.

2 Jennifer Gyuricska
Trailblazers: 
The Lendrum Sisters, page 22

Jennifer Gyuricska is a marketing professional, fascinated with 

the lives of pioneer women in the Canadian West. Formerly from 

Edmonton, she now lives in Fredericton, New Brunswick.

3 David Bruha
Living Legend: 
Tom Wraight, page 27

Dave Bruha is co-owner/editor of Consort Enterprise, an award-

winning community newspaper established in 1912. Along with his 

wife, Carol, Bruha enjoys publishing stories chronicling the vibrant 

characters residing in East Central Alberta.

4 Dylan Biggs
Cowboy Way: 
Pulling Bulls, page 35 

For over 20 years Dylan has travelled extensively, sharing his 

knowledge of low-stress cattle handling with producers through 

livestock handling demonstrations.  Dylan, his wife Colleen and 

children run TK Ranch near Hanna, Alta.

1

3 4

2
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Canadian 
Cowboy 
Association 
Champions!
With some 55 rodeos in the 2019 

season, it all came down to a 

wild weekend of fast times and 

high scores at the CCA Finals in 

mid-October.

The Finals, held at Swift Current, 

Sask., was another big success, 

with even more growth expected.

The city’s mayor, His Honour 

Denis Perrault, kept up the 

tradition of Swift Current mayor’s 

“taking one for the team” when 

he enthusiastically agreed to help 

promote the event.

The city inked a multi-year deal 

to host the event, and Hizzoner 

swung into the saddle alongside 

team ropers, barrel racers — and 

even came out of a bucking chute. 

“My wife drew the line at bull riding, 

though,” he confessed. “This is the 

fourth time I’ve been on a horse, 

and all four of them have been 

videotaped. Before this, I’d never 

been on a horse before, and I sure 

have a lot of respect for what these 

competitors do.”

Founded in 1963, the CCA is the 

largest semi-pro rodeo association 

in Canada. With over 900 

memberships, the CCA now runs 

rodeos in Alberta, Saskatchewan 

and Manitoba.

Perrault rides CD Quarter Horses 

mare, Fancy, through the Tim 

Horton’s drive-through while 

promoting the CCA Finals
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Where in the World
is Canadian Cowboy?

Panama City, P
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Panama City, Panama
Panama City was founded on 
August 15, 1519, by Pedro Arias 
de Ávila. In 1671, the pirate Henry 
Morgan with a band of 1,400 
men attacked and looted the 
city, which was destroyed by 
fire. The ruins of the old city still 
remain and are a popular tourist 
attraction known as Panamá la 
Vieja (Old Panama).

The construction of the 
Panama Canal was of great 

benefit to the region, and today, 
Panama City’s economy is 
service-based, heavily weighted 
toward banking, commerce 
and tourism. Tourism is one of 
the most important economic 
activities, and the number 
of visitors increased from 
457,000 in 1999 to 1.4 million in 
2011, including award-winning 
photographer Pat Brewer of 
Kamloops, B.C.

Pat Brewer at 
Panama City

Hats off to 
Jay Contway
Montana’s famed ‘Storyteller in Bronze,’ Jay Contway, was 
paid tribute by the Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame when he 
was awarded their highly prized Saddle of Honor.

The Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame was founded on the 
vision of Montanans with a strong desire to honour, preserve 
and pass forward the values and culture of those who have 
made a meaningful impact to the state’s heritage. The MCHF 
fulfils this duty by recognizing the notable contributions, in 
part, of their Montana cowboys, cowgirls, American Indians, 
and settlers. To enhance these standards and principles, 
their goal is to bring new opportunity in which to pay tribute, 
with a prestigious award, to past inductees of the MCHF who 
epitomize the soul of the American West.

Contway is a famous bronze artist on both sides of the 
Medicine Line, whose works grace the homes of collectors 
and the rodeo greats as the top prize awarded by the 
Calgary Stampede.

Sadly, Jay is stricken with dementia, and when Gurnett 
announced his name, with a roar of applause the crowd 
stood to congratulate the artist as he was presented his 
award, a bronze replica of Charlie Russell’s saddle, sculpted 
by famed bronze artist… Jay Contway.

From left: Lynn Contway, Bill Galt, President of the Montana Cowboy Hall of Fame, 

Jay Contway, MCHF board director and Mike Gurnett, emcee. Jay was presented with 

Saddle of Honor Certificate No. 103 and a bronze that he sculpted for the MCHF Saddle 

of Honor Program.

A Piece of History
A reader brought this to my attention; they had found it in an old shed 
on their ranch in southern Saskatchewan. The wording on the holster 
reads, “Calgary Stampede” and on the tip of the holster is “1912.” That 
is a $1 coin beside it to give an indication of its small size. I suspect this 
came off a Western doll that was sold as a souvenir at the very first 
Calgary Stampede — but I don’t know for sure.

Does anyone have anything like this in their collection, and could you 

pass along any information? 

Email me, Terri@CowboyCountryMagazine.com

Dated 1912 and marked 

“Calgary Stampede,” this 

diminutive gun and holster 

appears to be from an old 

Stampede souvenir
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EMPTY SADDLES

Don Brestler
1934–2019

Donald Charles Brestler of Twin 
Butte, Alta., was a multi-talented 

and prolific artist, wordsmith 
and songwriter, who cowboyed 

as much as possible. 

Don also wrangled and packed 
horses around Waterton for 

Dave Simpson and Andy Russell. 

His artwork graced the covers 
and pages of many national 

magazines, including Canadian 

Cowboy Country.

EMPTY SADDLES

Leonard Schmidt
1939–2019

Leonard Emil Schmidt of 
Barrhead, Alta., was the patriarch 

of a multi-talented roping clan.

Leonard was well-known as a 
natural and inspiring teacher of 
roping, with talent with a lariat, 

and was well-regarded as a strong 
community builder.

Murray Lake Farming, the buyers of the high-selling saddle 

horse, MM Docs Cowboy also received a custom-made wool 

saddle pad

Ranch Country 
Horse Sale
It was another gorgeous early fall day 
for the 15th Annual Ranch Country Horse 
Sale, held in Maple Creek, Sask., on 
Saturday, September 14. This production 
sale of quality bred horses attracts 
buyers from across the country.

The high-selling saddle horse was 
Lot #47, MM Docs Cowboy, consigned 
by Seth Abrahamson. The gorgeous 
gelding sold for $11,000 to Murray Lake 
Farming of Medicine Hat, Alta.

The high-selling colt was Lot #12, 
a bay stud colt sired Chex My Magic 
X Yaki Jo Drifter. Consigned by Roger 
Parsonage, the weanling was sold to 
Borden Sunderland of Maple Creek 
for $1,900.

All told, the 32 colts averaged $1,075, 
the average on 17 saddle horses was 
$5,350 and the Top Five averaged $8,700. 

Mark your calendars for the next 
annual Ranch Country Horse Sale, held 
mid-September in beautiful Maple 
Creek, voted Canada’s Most Western 
Town. Ranch Country Horse Sale wishes 
to extend their thanks to all of the 
buyers, consignors, volunteers, the 
trade show folks, the 4-H Club and the 
photographers.

Borden Sunderland, buyer of the high-selling foal, also 

received a custom jacket

Heart of the Horse
It was a fun, eventful weekend at the Silver 
Slate Arena near Stavely, Alta., as audience and 
participants from across the country and around the 
globe joined Niki Flundra and her star-studded circle 
of friends to celebrate the horse.

The main draw was the $20,000-added colt 
starting competition that treated audiences to a 
glimpse of the world of some of the best trainers 
around, including Dan James of Midway, Kentucky, 

Matt Robertson of Lomond, Alta., and Glenn Stewart 
from Fort St. John, B.C. It was Glenn who took home 
the big cheque, with Dan and Matt finishing very 
close in the scoring.

Special guests included the fabulous Amberley 
Snyder, a barrel racer who is paralyzed from the 
waist down, Amber Marshall, TV star of Heartland 
and a close friend of the organizer and all-around 
marvelous Niki Flundra, who treated the audience to 
her Unbridled Liberty act with her horses.

Plans are already underway for 2020. For more 
information, visit theheartofthehorse.ca.

From left, Dan James, Matt Robertson and 

winner Glenn Stewart at Heart of the Horse

11cowboycountrymagazine.com
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Canada’s Longest 
Running Horse Sale
The Cypress Hills Registered Horse Breeders Association held their 43rd 
annual sale in Maple Creek, Sask., on another beautiful early fall day, 
attracting buyers in person and on the phone from across the country.

The high-selling saddle horse was Lot #41, One Chromey Goldmine. 
The two-year-old dark brown rabicano gelding sold to Darren Shaw of 
Cardston, Alta., for $32,500.

The high-selling weanling was Lot #10, Jess Lookin Perfect, consigned 
by 1 Y Quarter Horses/William and Donna Beierbach. The sorrel filly was 
purchased for $7,000 by Cedar Creek Holdings.

Mark your calendars for the 44th Annual Cypress Hills Registered Horse 
Breeders Association Sale, always held the third Saturday in September.

High-selling foal was Lot #9, Goldmine Dually, sired by Ninety Nine 
Goldmine X Playboys Lil Kit, and consigned by 1Y Quarter Horses/
William and Donna Beierbach, was sold to Robin Walker of Edson, Alta. 
The sorrel rabicano stud colt sold for $6000. Robin received an embroi-
dered horse blanket as the buyer.

High-selling saddle horse was Lot #41, One Chromey Goldmine. Shown 
under saddle by Kyle Elliott, the two-year-old dark brown rabicano 
gelding sold to Darren Shaw and his daughter, Tacee of Cardston, 
Alta., for $32,500, resetting the all-time high seller record for the sale. 
The gelding was consigned by 1Y Quarter Horses/William and Donna 
Beierbach. The Shaw’s received an embroidered horse blanket as the 
buyer of the high-selling horse.

Hail to the Ladies 
Who Lunch
For decades, the Ladies Luncheon has been the “go-to” event of the 
CFR. Recently, part of the organizing committee, namely Cindy Dahms, 
Jessica Aimer, Greg Aimer, Michael Dahms, Rebecca McKay and Wendy 
Daniel from Ranchman’s announced their retirement. I caught up with 
Cindy and Wendy to capture a few memories.

“I got involved with the Ladies of Canadian Pro Rodeo when I was 
executive director for the Canadian Pro Rodeo Sport Medicine Team,” 
said Cindy Dahms. “The ladies have always supported the team, 
and I knew first-hand who they were and what they did because 
my husband was a chiropractor with the team and still is. That was 
some 15 years ago.

Throughout the years I credit our success to teamwork. Everyone 
on our small committee has a specific skill set; we have been together 
for quite some time and take pride in putting on a great show. When 
it comes to highlights, one of my favourites was when we had Brett 
Kissel as our entertainer and the ladies were standing up, waving their 
napkins and singing along. The room was electric.”

Wendy Daniel inherited the job with her Ranchman’s employment.
“This year is the 45th Anniversary Fashion Show and Luncheon,” 

said Wendy. “Over the years well over $300,000 has been raised 
to benefit the Canadian Pro Rodeo Sport Medicine Team and CPRA 
Cowboy Benefit Fund. Themes I remember have been Country 

Christmas, County Fair, RodeoGras and Pajama Party (yes, I wore PJ’s), 
Beach Party (no, I did not wear a bikini), Rodeo Reunion for the 40th, 
and in 2019 it’s Sapphire and Silver — celebrating the 45th.

The fashion show involves many moving parts supported by the 
world of rodeo. Thanks to the ladies who supported the luncheon, 
our wonderful volunteers, rodeo committees, entertainers, sponsors, 
Western apparel suppliers, CFR contestants and Miss Rodeo Canada 
contestants who have been models, emcees Dennis Halstead and 
Jackie Rae Greening, and to a very tireless committee we have 
enjoyed working with.”

What does the future hold? “The CPRA is taking the event back 
and will be organized by Patty Auger,” says Daniel. “Ranchman’s will 
continue to be involved, but I just want to enjoy the event, not run it. I 
am confident that the tradition will continue as a fun-filled fundraiser.”

Cindy Dahms (left) and Wendy Daniel
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UPCOMING GALLERY SHOWS

PORCH READS

Michael Cameron, 

Godzilla’s Foot, 

2019, oil on canvas, 

courtesy of artist

Unbridled
Weaving a tale of the horse, Unbridled invites visitors to consider and 
celebrate our relationship with the horse as a companion, co-worker and 
source of transportation — a steadfast animal that contributed greatly to 
the development of humankind. In particular, Banff and the Canadian 
Rockies were shaped by the role of the horse. 

Curator D.L. Cameron describes it as an experience of “nostalgia for 
the horse — a yearning for simpler times when horses ruled this place.” 
Through a layered composition of historical and contemporary art 
mixed with collection objects, the presence of the horse in our lives is 
undeniable. Included are early photographs 
of outfitting and guiding, advertisements 
and beaded Indigenous tack.

Unbridled

Oct 11–Jan 31, 2020, Whyte 
Museum of the Canadian Rockies
111 Bear St., Banff, Alta.
Whyte.org

Art of the Cowgirl

The Corona Ranch, Phoenix, Ariz.

Jan 24–26

This event is a gathering of 

top horsewomen and artisans 

who share their skills through 

demonstrations, ranch horse and 

ranch rodeo competitions, and a 

trade show.

ArtoftheCowgirl.com

Woolaroc Retrospective

Oct 18–Dec 29, 2019

Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve, 

1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd., Bartlesville, 

Okla. Woolaroc.org

This year’s show features Tony Angell, 

Clyde Aspevig, Logan Maxwell Hagege, 

Quang Ho, Tony Hochstetler, Jeremy 

Lipking, Thomas Quinn, and Skip 

Whitcomb, all nationally recognized 

Western artists.

O.C. Seltzer’s West

Sep 6, 2019–Jan 5, 2020

C. M. Russell Museum, 400 13th St. N, 

Great Falls, Mont.  

CMRussell.org

This exhibition showcases the prolific 

works of Western painter Olaf Carl 

(O.C.) Seltzer (1877–1957), an artist 

from the northern plains of Montana 

passionate about documenting 

Western culture.

Tales of a
Horse Trader
Real Life Stories of Walt Smith
How many times have you heard someone say, “I 
wish he’d write a book.” Well, thank goodness horse-
woman Sandy Short knew what a treasure she had in 
her parents’ stories, and she did just that — she inter-
viewed her dad, well-known horse trader Walt Smith, 
and published a most interesting saga of good horses 
and bad deals, and good deals and bad horses.

It’s reflective of a time that we’ll never see again, 
when trading horses was as much a blood sport as 
a livelihood, and only those with nerves of steel 
survive. But it’s more than a compendium of horse 
trades, it’s tales of prairie life — including blizzards, 
good neighbours, saving lives, training horses and 
making do with what you’ve got.

Tales of a Horse Trader is neither slick nor polished, 
but it is a glimpse into a world that, at the time, 
some exploits were commonplace but today would 
be viewed as an amazing feat — such as riding from 
the Matador (Kyle, Sask., area) to Conquest in one 
day — a distance of 94 miles; or the time a friend got 
bucked off and kawanged his head on the road, and 
the injury cured his epilepsy; or simply the lifestyle 
in the Dirty Thirties when doctors and vets travelled 
with teams. The memories are diverse and speak of 
daily living and getting by. If you enjoy history writ-
ten by someone who was there, about people who 
made up this wild prairie life, then you will truly 
enjoy this book.

Tales of a Horse Trader; Real Life 

Stories of Walt Smith by Sandra L. 

Short. Softcover, 128 pages. Published 

by Clippity-Clop’s Chronicles,  

ClippityClop.ca

13cowboycountrymagazine.com
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arry Westergaard first saw the light of day on the family 

farm 20 miles west of Innisfail, Alta., near Dixon. Horses 

have been part of his life for as long as he can remember. 

When he got older, after getting broken limbs and a lot of bruises, 

his dad said, “When are you going to quit working with those 

really tough horses?” But some 60 years later, he’s still doing it.

When I saw his name on the passenger list 
of our 2019 Spirit of the West Cruise to the 
British Isles, I knew there would be some 
stories worth hearing from this long-time 
cowboy and horseman. Garry’s cowboy 
career began on the big outfits of BC’s 
Nicola Valley, and he rode with many of the 
highly respected hands of that area, as well 
as some of the more notorious characters.

One of the many he talked about was 
Garry Cooper.

“I rode with Garry Cooper years ago. 
He’s a bit unorthodox in some of his ways, 
but he was a tremendous cowboy,” said 
Garry. “I remember one time at Nicola there 
was Garry and a guy we called California 
Robbie. We were sorting pairs, cows with 
heifer calves going one way, cows with 
bull calves going the other way. We were 

all riding hackamore horses, but Coop’s 
horse kept running through the bosal. He 
was getting a little annoyed. He was doing 
most of the sorting while Robbie and I were 
handling the gates. I had a big Cowichan 
sweater on, and Coop asked if he could 
borrow it. Well, I got off my horse, gave him 
my sweater and he tied it around his horse’s 
head like a blindfold. Now I’m not kidding, 
we sorted that 300-400 head of cows, and 
he did most of the sorting with his horse 
blindfolded. ‘This way he won’t be running 
through the bosal, he said.’”

As we talked about good horses we’ve 
had in the past, I mentioned that I might 
be in the minority, but I’ve had some good 
Appaloosas over the years.

“I think I was one of the first guys 
to cowboy on Appaloosa horses in the 

Nicola Valley,” said Garry. “I was riding a 
mare that was a daughter of the late Joe 
Sabyan’s stud, Comanche Warrior. We were 
sorting cattle on the Douglas Lake Ranch 
at English Bridge. The owner at that time, 
Chunky Woodward, was there, and of 
course there’s a big sign on the arena that 
says Home of World Champion Quarter 
Horses. The cowboss, Mike Ferguson, asked 
me to work the gate while he pushed steers 
at me, and my mare had a really good day. 
When we finished, Mr Woodward rode 
over and said, “Dammit, now I’ve got to add 
Appaloosas to my sign.”

Today, Garry and his wife, Pat, have 
G.W. Equine Services at Sherwood Park, 
Alta., where they raise, train and show top 
quality horses. You can find out more at 
gwequineservices.com. c

Cattle rancher and horse trainer Hugh McLennan 

and his wife, Billie, run their cattle in the beautiful 

rangeland outside of Kamloops, B.C. Hugh is the 

host of the multi-award-winning weekly radio 

program, Spirit of the West, heard across Canada 

and the U.S.

Garry 
Westergaard
Cowboy Tales Pat and Garry Westergaard being 

interviewed in Hugh and Billie’s 
stateroom onboard the Crown Princess

14 Canadian Cowboy Country December 2019/January 2020
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Stay in touch! Subscribe to CFR Red Deer and become a Rodeo Insider!
From new events and entertainment to key announcements, be the irst to know 
all things rodeo. Visit cfrreddeer.ca to sign up!

THANK YOU FOR  
A  GREAT RODEO!

CFR47  |  November 3 - 8, 2020
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Rory Armstrong
Hitting His Stride

T
ennis great Arthur Ashe was quoted as saying, “One 

important key to success is self-confidence. An 

important key to self-confidence is preparation.” Most 

people would agree with this statement, as the two often go 

hand in hand.

For outrider Rory Armstrong, the 2019 
chuckwagon season was a testament 
to this quote. The year proved to be a 
breakthrough season for Rory, as he 
significantly increased his rides per 
night, and by season’s end he received 

the Rod Glass Memorial Award for Most 
Improved Outrider.

“My whole life I grew up around 
the chuckwagon circuit,” explains 
Armstrong, “and I have been trying to 
ride for parts of the past five years. I’m 23 

years old now, and if I’m going to do this, 
I’m going to have to get serious.”

Rory’s bloodlines run deep in 
chuckwagon racing, as he is the son of 
two-time World Champion Outrider, 
Randy Armstrong, the grandson of 
chuckwagon legend Orville Strandquist 
and former outrider Lyle Armstrong, and 
the cousin to outrider Eddie Melville. But 
pedigree doesn’t replace preparation, so 
in the months between chuckwagon sea-
sons, Rory made regular trips to the gym 
and even started riding some bucking 
horses at Olds College.

His physique and mental toughness 
increased, and after spending spring 
training at Jason Glass’ ranch, Rory was 
better prepared to take on the 2019 
WPCA Pro Tour than ever in any prior 
year — and the preparation paid off.

“Throughout the season I received a 
lot of compliments from other outriders 
and drivers telling me I was riding good 
and doing a good job,” said Armstrong. 
“That also gave my confidence a boost.”

His improvement transformed into 
additional rides for Armstrong with 
some pretty good outfits. It also trans-
formed into some buckles, as Rory was 
rewarded by winning his first show 
championship behind Chanse Vigen 
at the Battle of the North in Dawson 
Creek, and another win behind Chad 
Harden at the inaugural Century Downs 
World Finals to end the 2019 season. 
To win the Rod Glass Memorial — an 
award his father won back in 1981 and 
1982 — capped a pretty special season 
for Rory Armstrong.

“In the last half of the season to be 
able to catch on with a guy like Chanse 
Vigen, who is just hitting his stride, 
was a big deal for me,” said Armstrong.  
“That’s when it really hit me how well I 
was doing.”

Like Chanse Vigen as a chuckwagon 
driver, Rory Armstrong is also hitting 
his stride as an outrider, and the strides 
he made this past year are going to carry 
him a long way in the sport he grew up 
in. It’s amazing what some preparation 
and a little self-confidence can do. C

Billy Melville is an author, noted historian and 

chuckwagon colour commentator on Rural 

Radio (SiriusXM Ch 147) and CBC Sports. He is 

the grandson of Orville Strandquist.
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Rory Armstrong was awarded the Rod Glass Memorial Award as the 

WPCA’s Most Improved Outrider at the 2019 WPCA Awards Banquet & Gala
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Need a Christmas present idea?
How about weekend passes for the
2020 Kamloops Cowboy Festival

March 19th to 22nd, 2020
Featuring the Best in 

Cowboy Poetry &
Western Music

Phone: 1-888-763-2221
or see www.bcchs.com

Check our web site for special accommodation rates
and for information on the Thursday Night Dinner / Dance 

A Cowboy Trade Show
with quality exhibitors

displaying western products

~ flatwork 
~ sculptures
~ photography

*  PLUS  *

The Art of the West Show and Sale
proudly sponsored by

Canadian Cowboy Country

*  PLUS  *

a weekend pass is only $80

Also available at Irvine’s Tack 

Order Today! 
Signal-Health.com 
877-378-4946 

400 13th Street North | Great Falls, Montana | (406) 727-1939 | cmrussell.org

M A RCH 19‒21,  2020

Make plans to join us at 
the C.M. Russell Museum .  is widely recognized as 
one of the most prestigious and fun Western art events in 
the world. It is set to impress once again, offering competitive  
bidding for significant works by highly-acclaimed historic 
and contemporary Western artists .

Joseph Henry Sharp (1859‒1953), Call of the War Chief, oil on canvas, 30  x 36  inches

SAV E THE DATE
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Whoa Ho Ho!

 ’T
is the season, so they say, to share seasonal joy, so let’s take 

a ride back to Christmases past, and I’ll share a couple of 

my holiday memories...

Getting the Tree
It was my job to go and find a nice, full 
Christmas tree for the family. It could be 
done on horseback, but usually I decided on 
the snowmobile — a 1969 Sno Prince. It was 
old when it was new to us.

After yanking the pull cord until my arm 
was ready to fall off, I’d finally get it started 
and commence my journey into the dense 

bush of the Precambrian shield to cut a 
tall tree, taking the top as my trophy and 
leaving the young trees to grow. When I fell 
our tree, it’s path to the ground was always 
uncertain, and it was always a few branches 
lighter upon landing.

Next, I would throw it in the sleigh, 
and with tree branches hanging out every-
where, I’d embark for home, breaking off 

even more limbs every time we went by a 
rock or another tree. By the time I arrived 
home, there would be huge bald spots on 
the tree, which allowed us to see the large 
‘s’ curve in its trunk. The next step in this 
holiday tradition was to drill holes in the 
trunk so we could squeeze in branches to 
fill the empty spots. 

Once this cherished tradition was com-
plete, I would place the tree in its stand — a 
feat of patience and balance with that ‘s’ in 
the trunk, but once standing, the family 
began decorating. The first job was untan-
gling the lights and replacing the broken 
and burnt-out bulbs. Then it was time for 
the ornaments and, finally, attempting to 
unravel the wadded-up ball of tinsel saved 
from last year. On completion of this yule-
tide tradition, it was capped off by the tree 
falling over when the last ornament was 
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hung. After redecorating we had to add 
guywires to the finished tree. Feel free to 
sing “Oh Christmas Tree” at this point in 
the story. Just the same, Christmas always 
seemed to come despite my best efforts!

Look at the Ornament 
Hanging from that Horse
Every year on a cattle ranch near Domain, 
Manitoba, (a hot bed of romance and 
intrigue) they had a live animal nativity 
scene in a large barn. Hundreds of people 
from all over would attend to celebrate 
the birth of our Lord, surrounded by his 
creatures. There were ducks and chickens, 
sheep and goats, a cow or two, pigs and 
two miniature donkeys, plus gossipers, 
busybodies, volunteers, cattle folk, parish-
ioners, cowboys, city folk and of course one 
horse… mine.

I was usually asked to narrate this won-
derful event, which I considered a great 
honour. Every year I would ride the six 
miles on my best saddle horse so that he 
too could be part of this tradition. One year 
I rode up to where folks were standing in 
the light from the barn door waiting for 
me so the Holy Event could begin. When 
I started to dismount, I realized too late 
that my spur had hooked and got caught 
up in the hind cinch or someplace similar. 
My momentum was already swinging, and 
I couldn’t stop it. I hit the ground with a 
thud with my foot, spur and all, still hung 
up in the stirrup… in front of everyone. I 
was lying on that frozen ground. Not the 
entrance I intended, plus, I needed help 
getting unhooked and to repair my bruised 
ego. Even though it was Christmas, my 
horse probably didn’t need the cowboy 
ornament hanging from his saddle rigging. 
But it did make a fun yet embarrassing 
Christmas memory that I will never forget!

I hope that this year you are making 
new and wonderful memories. Merry 
Christmas and Whoa Ho Ho to all, I hope 
your Christmas is a Diamond! c

“Diamond” Doug Keith is a poet, storyteller, Leanin’ 

Tree cowboy cartoonist, Western painter and 

preacher. He offers his unique take on everyday 

cowboy life through poem, story and art. Doug has 

been featured in several documentaries.
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Bryn Thiessen is a rancher, poet, cowboy and preacher at Cowboy Trail Church in Cochrane. Bryn and his wife 

Bonny market grass-fattened beef from their Helmer Creek Ranch southwest of Sundre, Alta. 

These words are not unique to me, they’re a 
paraphrase of a posting I saw on the infor-
mation highway (one of the few places my 
vehicles haven’t broke down this summer). 
Of course, if you really need socks, and I 
have, then it’s a welcome gift. In fact, the 
first record of wanting socks was found in a 
Roman settlement in Northern England from 
the 2nd Century. Along with the oldest sur-
viving pair of wool socks was a note that read, 
“Send more socks.” 

I’ve heard the story from a B.C. bunkhouse 
where the only gifts were a bundle of socks 
and a “special” meal (one was more appreci-
ated than the other.) Then there’s the story of 
the businessman who upon receiving a pair of 
socks from his employees, cried with joy. He 
was a double-amputee above the knees, and 
the socks meant that people didn’t think that 
he was different. From the bunkhouse to the 
boardroom, the gift of socks and the warmth, 
comfort and acceptance that they represent, 
are welcomed and enjoyed. However, if it 
seems that someone gave you socks out of 
duty or a lack of effort or interest, it lessens 
the appreciation.

If we trot over the hill to another water-
shed and look at the history and function of 
socks, we find these facts. Socks were men-
tioned in literature as early as the 8th Century 
BC by the Greek poet Hesiod. The Egyptians, 
like the Greeks, wore their socks with their 
sandals (fashion faux pas), but they took it a 
step farther: their socks were complete with 
a split toe so their flips didn’t flop. By the 

Middle Ages, socks were more like leggings, 
colourful and status symbols. By the 1500s 
it got to the point that in 1566, London had 
“Sock Police” to ensure that people were wear-
ing appropriate hosiery. The only problem I 
could find with socks (besides the ability to 
trap odours longer than a Senate appoint-
ment) is if worn too tight, can cause hair loss. 
I say, maybe keep them on your feet, not your 
head for a toque.

So how did I braid together these thoughts 
and come up with this column? Let’s travel 
down the trail of my memories and find out.

As I mentioned this past season has been 
one of breakdowns. From my trucks to my 
horses to my joints and energy, things are 
wearing out. As a result I’ve got less done, with 
less fun. Still, I’ve acquired enough miles with 
my years to know I won’t always be what I 
was, but I will always be who I am. It’s kind 
of like the gift of socks — it may not be what 
you wanted, but it turns out it’s what you need 
and can use.

As we close the gate on this season and 
year, and you hang your stockings to dry 
by the fire, may they be filled not just with 
trinkets, but with the understanding of the 
promise that was given to the Shepherds in 
Luke 2:11: “Today your Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, was born in David’s City” (Gods Word 
Translation) and may the New Year be one 
where your daily gift — be it socks or sorrel 
horses — be warm, welcome and appreci-
ated as you take on your days in Canadian 
Cowboy Country. c

If Every Day Is a Gift,
Why Does It Seem
I Only Get Socks?

21cowboycountrymagazine.com



The eldest, Annie, was born in 1873. Mary 
and Myra, twins affectionately known as 
Mamie and Mimie, were born in 1880. The 
sisters travelled West to care for their ailing 
Uncle Charles. Accompanying them were 
their cousin, Florence, who used a wheel-
chair, and their brother, John, who would 
settle in Edmonton.

When Uncle Charles died of cancer 
in 1914, the title for the homestead was 
transferred to Annie. However, because the 
Dominion Lands Act only provided free 
land to men over eighteen and women with 
dependents, Annie, Mamie and Mimie — 
despite being primary caregivers to their 
cousin — did not qualify for land because 
Cousin Florence was not a minor.

They could have had a free homestead 
in the States where their parents lived, 
but perhaps the sisters recognized the 
homesteading process would be more 
costly than they could afford. Although the 
homestead was free if proved-up, there was 
an application fee in addition to supplies, 
tools and farming implements.

In Canada, to afford a homestead, 
the equipment, a comfortable house and 
to continue on in the face of adversity, 
many homesteaders left their land over 
the winter to gather capital by logging or 
mining. It appears the Lendrum’s may 
have had some independent wealth, 
since Charles didn’t leave during the 
slow farming season to earn funds 

elsewhere. On the statutory declaration 
proving his claim, when asked “when 
absent from said homestead where were 
you?” — he answered curtly, “at home, 
working on my farm,” and “I only went 
to get my provisions.”

Even if the men took jobs, the livestock 
couldn’t be left alone, nor the house aban-
doned. Homesteaders with families were 
more successful at this than single men 
were. However, the Lendrum’s proved a 
successful farm family, despite not having a 
‘wife’ among them.

It is likely the Lendrum sisters were 
doing Charles’ share of the homestead 
chores prior to his death. In addition to 
the 160 acres, of which 11 were broken for 

The
Lendrum 
Sisters
Life on the Lonely Plains
By JENNIFER GYURICSKA

///

A
longside the Heritage Mile, east of 

Edmonton in Sherwood Park, Alta., 

stands a statue of the three Lendrum 

sisters. Although their homestead lined a mile 

that contributed to the city’s growth, it was 

not their home’s location that earned these 

pioneering women such an honour. 

22 Canadian Cowboy Country December 2019/January 2020

TRAILBLAZERS PEOPLE WHO SHAPED THE WEST



crops by 1910, the homestead included five 
horses and 28 cattle, as well as chickens.

Many of the special tasks, such as plow-
ing and harvesting, would require more 
than one labourer. The physical demands 
of farming, in addition to the costs of sup-
plies, hired hands and maintaining the 
homestead and equipment, would have 
been daunting. The Lendrum quarter sec-
tion had additional value in that it was 
proved-up and workable. Annie, who held 
the title, could have sold it and moved her 
sisters into town, closer to family, but the 
Lendrum sisters stayed on.

Neighbourhood children would shovel 
their driveway in the winter months, and 
Mimie and Mamie put their nursing edu-
cation to use helping their neighbours in 
times of illness and tragedy. Doctors were 
still a rarity on the plains, so the sisters’ 
skills were prized among neighbours.

Still, the women stayed as long as they 
were able. Cousin Florence passed away on 
Christmas Eve in 1924, followed by Mimie 
in August of 1928. Annie transferred the 
title for the land to Mamie at her death 
in October of 1943, at the age of 69. Over 
the years, diminishing returns left Mamie 
unable to pay property taxes. She sold the 
land in 1947, moving to a nursing home in 
Edmonton before passing away in 1952. 
She is buried with her sisters near her 
Uncle Robert’s land in the Lendrum com-
munity of Edmonton.

If the Lendrum sisters travelled to the 
Canadian frontier simply to live a life of 
their own choosing, they succeeded. They 
faced certain financial hardships while car-
ing for a dying man and providing a home 
for their invalid cousin. But before they 
had a vote, before they were “persons,” they 
were homesteaders.

The statue of the Lendrum sisters 
stands in representation of women, equal 
in pioneering spirit to men and capable of 
making it on their own. c

Marjorie Ann Davies’ sculpture depicts 

Annie with a sheaf of wheat, Mamie 

holding a covered basket, and Mimie 

seated with a butter churn

PREVIOUS PAGE: Annie was responsible for 

running the farm while her sisters cared for 

cousin Florence and uncle Charles. Annie 

had broken 90 of the 160 acres at the time 

of her death.
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“When we look at a painting or sculpture, 
we usually see a representation of some-
thing. The artist has done the hard work of 
depicting a story that is emotive and com-
pelling. The work of the artist/craftsmen of 
the Traditional Cowboy Arts Association 
(TCAA) has similar characteristics. We are 
also trying to tell a story… the story of the 
West. Though it may seem less obvious, 
the narrative is there in the very form of 
the piece. This work cannot be replicated 
like bronze castings and prints that can be 
made over and over again for years. Each 
TCAA piece is a one-of-one, demonstrating 
hard-won design and executing skills that 
are very difficult to teach and transfer to 
another person.”

“The works of the members of the TCAA,” 
continues Schwarz, “are not only represen-
tational art, but they are also the authentic 
articles themselves that are depicted in 
paintings and sculpture. These pieces not 
only represent the West, they are the West. 
The saddles, bits, spurs, braid work, and 
silver are not abstractions. They are tan-
gible links to a culture and ethos that are an 
important part of the West… past, present 
and future.”

In the past few issues, you have seen 
incredible works of functional art and 
learned about the artistic processes of the 
incredibly talented makers of the TCAA. 
The group recently hosted their annual 
show at the National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City, Okla. 
This annual show was a time to celebrate a 
year of incredible creativity (as seen in the 
work showcased within this article) and 
to reflect on the path this association has 
blazed over the past two decades and to 
carry that mission forward for years to come.

The group’s mission statement has 
not changed since it’s founding: “The 
Traditional Cowboy Arts Association is dedi-
cated to preserving and promoting the skills 
of saddlemaking, bit and spur making, sil-
versmithing and rawhide braiding and the 
role of these traditional crafts in the cowboy 
culture of the North American West.”

The TCAA was founded 22 years ago out 
of the need to address a crisis in the cowboy 
trades. Fourteen craftsmen attended that 
first meeting and all identified the follow-
ing issues in the industry: secrecy between 
fellow makers and an unwillingness to 
share information, misdirection in media or 
exhibitions with a lack of understanding of 

true quality, low standards for work and no 
vision on how to lead the industry forward.

All agreed that education was the key to 
lead makers, the industry and consumers 
forward. They led by example, creating an 
annual exhibition and sale that brought 
makers, the public and collectors together 
to appreciate and learn from these valu-
able works.

Since its beginning, the sale has 
accumulated some fantastic statistics. In 
partnership with the National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum, it has generated 
just under $10M in sales, with an average 
sell-through rate of 70 per cent, including 
two sell-out shows. For this event, over 
830 one-of-a-kind pieces have been cre-
ated, including 112 saddles. These beautiful, 
functional creations have ranged in price 
from $7,500 to $96,500, averaging just over 
$30,000. Of the 112 made for the show, 105 
have sold at the show or shortly thereafter. 
The show’s longevity stretches beyond the 
weekend event and sale, as the exhibit 
remains open for three months and is seen 
by an estimated 800,000 people.

“It takes a tremendous amount of work to 
maintain and grow an organization,” says 
saddlemaker and current TCAA President, 
John Willemsma, “but we have so many 
more tools in our toolbox with social media, 
cellphones, things that just did not exist 22 
years ago. Right now, the biggest challenge 
we face is how to best utilize the tools that 
are available to us.”

Along with the sale, the association has 
created an extensive education program 
including fellowships, emerging artists 
competitions, workshops, mentoring 
sessions and a series of scholarships for 
students. The first few years of these pro-
grams were funded through membership 
dues and show commissions. Thankfully, 
some supporters have also added to 
the fund and, to date, have raised over 
$330,000 for these programs.

“With all these years of planning, work 
and sacrifice, can we rest?” asks silver-
smith and former TCAA President, Scott 
Hardy. “Certainly not. This is an incredibly 
unique culture that we could be one gener-
ation from losing if we are not careful. The 
TCAA has stuck to our guns when every-
one has tried to get us to change, to lower 
our standards and make compromises. We 
have stayed true to our vision. We are the 
modern West.” c

“We in the Traditional 
Cowboy Arts Association 
are convinced that artistic 

expression within our 
cowboy trades is critical to 

their longevity and cultural 
relevancy,” says founding 
member and saddlemaker, 

Cary Schwarz.

We 
Are the 

Modern 
West

STAYING TRUE  

TO THEIR VISION

By EMILY KITCHING
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The Traditional Cowboy Arts Association

The TCAA is an elite group of saddle makers, bit and spur makers, 

silversmiths and rawhide braiders who found common cause in the 

need to attract the next generation to take up these four disciplines 

and the equally important task of helping the public understand and 

appreciate the level of quality available today and the value of fine 

craftsmanship. Learn more at tcowboyarts.org.

Pablo Lozano’s  
quirt sold for $11,400

OPPOSITE PAGE:
Beau Compton’s “Cool Morning”  

silver plate sold for $32,400 at the  
2019 Traditional Cowboy Arts 

Association annual exhibit and sale

Wilson Capron’s 
2019 TCAA bit 

sold for $27,500

Scott Hardy’s silver 
and gold flask sold 

for $15,000

John Willemsma’s 
travel bag sold  

for $4,200
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presented by

The BC Cowboy
Heritage Society

Featuring
the Best in 

Cowboy Poetry
Western Music

www.bcchs.com

1-888-763-2221

A Cowboy Trade Show
with quality exhibitors

displaying western products

The Art of the West Show and Sale
proudly sponsored by

Canadian Cowboy Country

Traveling from Alberta or
Saskatchewan?

Take a motor coach & don't
worry about the driving.

See our web site for details!

~ flatwork 
~ sculptures
~ photography

a full Festival weekend
pass is only $80

Check our web site for special
accommodation rates

at the Coast Kamloops Hotel

This will be the 24th Anniversary!!This will be the 24th Anniversary!!
Kamloops Cowboy Festival --- March 19th - 22nd, 2020

 • Monitor cattle 
without disturbing  or 
agitating them

 • Real-time viewing or 
recording of what is 
going on in your barn

 • Monitor your livestock 
from anywhere with your 
smartphone!

 • Increase efficiency  
and security!

 • Get more sleep!

IP DIGITAL COW CAM SYSTEMS

GET READY FOR CALVING SEASON

Check our website 
for local dealers!

precisioncam.ca
1-866-289-8164

info@allenleigh.ca
A brand of

It is not what we have in life, but  

who we have in our life that matters.

Follow Ash Cooper Art and Ranch Gallery

It is not what we have in life, but  

who we have in our life that matters.

Specializing in Rodeo, Ranch 

& Humourous Fine Artworks!

Now showing at our gallery in Senlac, Saskatchewan  

Open Sundays from 1 – 5 pm

Check our Facebook page to see where Ash will be next:



Tom Wraight
A Teamster’s Teamster
By DAVE BRUHA
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This past August saw the 90-year-old teamster back at 
Pioneer Acres near Irricana, Alta., for the 27th straight 
year, lines clenched in his weathered hands, driving a 
team for a ploughing demonstration.

“Fred McDiarmid and I made it there for another 
year. Fred has some great horses, and it is a lot of fun, 
even though I can’t throw the harness up anymore,” he 
chuckled. “Those horses get taller every year.”

But not as tall as they must have been through his 
eyes when he first drove a team on the family farm near 
Veteran, Alta., at nine years old.

“As a boy in the ’30s, I had a great love of animals, 
especially the grey team of Trixy and Daisy. When I was 
14, I quit school and went to work for a neighbour. I felt 
quite important when he trusted me to cultivate with 
his six grey Percherons,” Tom said, adding that he and 
schooling never did mix all that well. The horseman 
said he learned a lot from his dad and watched and 
learned from everyone over the years.

When he was 16, Tom went further afield, work-
ing for a farmer south-west of Coronation. Some years 
later he purchased the operation and ran a tight outfit 
for decades.

“I farmed and ranched there for many years, and 
horses were always part of the operation: seeding, 
haying, harvesting — right until the late ’50s. Winter 
feeding was always done with horses, hauling loose 

hay 10 miles round trip, square bales and finally large 
round bales spread with a homemade bale roller,” he 
explained of his younger days as a rancher.

On the ranch, they raised and broke their own 
saddle horses and working teams, and Tom is quick to 
proudly state he never had much excitement with the 
green stock.

“I’m no bronc rider,” he laughed. “I’d snub ’em to a 
post for a day or two and then they usually just went, 
nice and quiet. Usually. I only got bucked off a time or 
two, but any horse that didn’t get it ‘left home,’ even 
though any trouble was probably negligence on my 
part,” he stated matter-of-factly, adding that his most 
exciting ride was with a team of six on the [seed] drill.

“We were on a gravel road with the drill chains 
clanging on the rocks when a horse pulled the bridle off 
and took to running. They didn’t get up to chuckwagon 
speed, but they were close for a few minutes. I knew the 
two older horses wouldn’t keep up the pace, and they 
got things slowed down again. But, boy, did that outfit 
bounce,” he said as his laughter sent a tear rolling down 
his cheek. “It got my heart going for sure.”

On another excursion, Tom was the passenger in a 
half-barrel wagon with a pair of young horses pulling 
and a young fellow along to do the driving.

“I had a cast on my arm, but that’s a different story 
I won’t get into, other than to say I learned something 
from it. We had a big dog in there, too, and had gone 
quite a ways when all of a sudden one horse shot 
straight up in the air and away we went, thundering 
down the road. The lad was yelling, ‘What do I do? 
What do I do?’ I told him there isn’t much you can do... 
keep the reins tight, and keep straight on the road. 
That one horse is going to run out of wind and go 
down. When I say PULL ’EM — pull them off the road 
into the ditch,” Tom related of the frantic scene he was 
caught up in.

As the team slowed climbing a hill, the teacher gave 
his student the go-ahead to pull them, and they rolled 

 “T
here’s nothing I like to see better than a dark 

dappled grey or a shiny black team,” said 

enthused legendary horseman Tom Wraight, 

reflecting on his eight-decade relationship with 

Percheron draft horses. “Over the years, I’ve enjoyed 

their spirit, their wonderful disposition and their 

unequalled willingness to please,” Tom explained of his 

love for the animals that grew into a lifelong passion.
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to a stop in the grassy ditch. No damage done, but a les-
son learned.

“The dog was wagging his tail and ready to do it all 
again,” but that was enough for me and the young fel-
low,” Tom said with a smile.

“For the most part, working with horses on the 
ranch was kind of like playing, but in October of 
1951 we had a surprise blizzard that was about all 
we could manage to get through,” Tom recalled, the 
smile disappearing from his face. “We had left the 
team overnight where we were thrashing, and the 
next morning it was snowed under. We rode with two 
saddle horses, put four horses on a sleigh and had to 
lead the recovered team along to break trail coming 
home. We did get the cows rounded up and had to 
move them cross-country on the higher ground to get 
them home, cutting fences along the way. I’m not sure 
how cold it got, but when we got home just at dark, 
the cows walked right into the fence — their eyes 
were froze shut.”

Tom eventually sold that place and bought a farm 
three miles north of Coronation. That was more than 
30 years ago, and hundreds of trail rides, parades and 
ploughing demonstrations have passed like the wind 
through a field of tall prairie grass over this period of 
time. That is also where he ran into a tall, lanky fellow 
who was to become his long-time travelling companion 
— Fred McDiarmid.

“Fred was starting out with his draft horses when 
we moved to just north of Coronation, and I was able 
to help him a bit,” Tom modestly offered. “Fred and 
I have been to more events and parades than I can 
count. And in all that time on the road, or working 
demonstrations together, we have never had an argu-
ment. We didn’t always agree on everything, but we 
never had an argument.”

Whether driving a team on one of his wagons 
or riding his saddle horse, he has participated in 
countless parades.

“During one special celebration in Coronation, I had 
four outfits of draft horses pulling in the parade. I was 
so busy getting things organized that I had no time left 
to change into the special parade clothes my wife had 
sewn for me — just for the parade. I got into a lot of hot 
water over that,” he recalls with a smile betraying his 
mischievous side.

He also revealed a secret: he still — sort of — owns 
one horse, despite selling the farm and moving into an 
apartment in town years ago.

“I kind of gave Doc, my saddle horse, to a grand-
daughter. We share him — he stays at their place and 
they feed it, and I get to ride him when I want to. At my 
age, that’s a good setup!” he chuckled, adding that he 
still likes to ride at local parades, or saddle up and strike 
out across the prairie with the grandkids.

Even though formal schooling didn’t agree with him 
as a farm kid growing up, Tom has since packed in a 
lifetime of learning and passes along his knowledge and 
experience to countless other horse enthusiasts who 
view him as a mentor and somewhat of a guru with a 
cowboy hat. 

Reminiscing over many adventures with various 
teams taking in hundreds of events, Tom said it is hard 
to find just one highlight.

“Heck, there were so many great times with some 
wonderful horses and good people, although taking 
part in the Calgary Stampede Parade (twice) was pretty 
exciting, and the thirty-horse hitch at Pioneer Acres 
always come to mind. But you know, when we were 
north of town (Coronation), kids — about nine or ten 
years old — would come out from the school every year 
to see the horses and watch them work when we would 
be thrashing. Their faces would light up like a beacon 
when they stood beside the huge animals, and they 
were so excited and thrilled. That’s probably the biggest 
highlight for me,” he said quietly. “Seeing a bunch of 
kids — like when I was nine years old — full of  
enthusiasm... that’s hard to top!” c

 

OPOSITE PAGE: 

Tom walking 

alongside the 

18-horse hitch 

watching and 

adjusting the 

hitch. On the 

sleigh was 

Edgar Bedson, 

Neil Dimmock 

and Fred 

McDiarmid. 

Tom is a master 

at adjusting 

hitches.

THIS PAGE:  

The Last Great 

Hitch of the 

Century, a 

30-horse hitch 

hooked and 

paraded for 

three days 

in 1999 by 30 

members of 

Pioneer Acres 

Plowmen & 

Threshermen’s 

Club to celebrate 

the 30th 

anniversary 

of the club. 

Teamsters 

included Fred 

McDiarmid, 

the late Ralph 

Loosmore and 

Neil Dimmock. 

Tom is on 

horseback, top 

right near the 

lead. (That's 

Terri Mason in 

the pink shirt.)
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Home for the 

                Holidays
Prism-Equus Heritage Horse Series
Artist Linda Finstad offers her Heritage Horse Series of 
custom art that includes your heritage symbols (such as 
Norwegian, Celtic, etc.) incorporated into the body of a 
wildly colourful horse. 
LindaFinstad.com

Great Reads 
Honestly, the coffee table 
book, Cowboy Renaissance: 
The Traditional Cowboy Arts 
Association, is stunningly gor-
geous. It will be appreciated and 
treasured by every Westerner 
who has ever aspired to having 
better tack. This is what you buy 
the cowboy who has everything.
Mountain-Press.com

Cowboy Renaissance: The Traditional 
Cowboy Arts Association, by A.J. 
Mangum, Hardcover, 296 pages

Brown Creek Wild Rags
Looks, comfort and warmth are just three of the advan-
tages of Brown Creek wild rags. Made with 100 per cent 
silk, these perfectly finished scarves protect you from the 
elements all year-round.
BrownCreekRanch.com

If a Horse Had Words by Kelly Cooper and Lucy Eldridge and Cowboy Cody: 
Rope Sleep Repeat by Becky Wigemyr, are available through Amazon and 
Chapters–Indigo

Imagine a life-long voracious reader recommending even more books — 
and these will fill the imaginations of little ones with great rodeo stories! 
I heartily recommend both of these books!

There's no place 
like home for the 
holidays! Here are 
the editor's picks 
for under your 
Christmas tree.
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YETI Roadie 20

Perfect for the branding pen for the 

meds, the YETI Roadie® features a 

ColdLock™ Gasket, so meds and ice 

packs stay colder longer. Compact 

body, rotomolded construction, and 

super-sturdy, so if some wild-eyed 

heifer blows a fit, your very expen-

sive medications will be safe. You 

can use it for picnics and camping, 

too. Capacity is about 19 quarts, 

but visually, it holds around 12 cans 

with room for lots of ice.

YETI.com

Equiwinner

When electrolytes work properly, 

a horse can thrive because bet-

ter hydration and circulation lead 

to better performance. A simple 

10-day treatment can last for 

months — even up to a year. Since 

electrolytes are involved in every 

physiological process in the body, 

when you restore them to perfect 

health, a number of conditions 

disappear — including bleeding, 

tying-up, and headshaking. Don’t 

wait for serious problems—treat 

your horse to Equiwinner for a 

great start to the New Year

Signal-Health.com

Miss Macie Boots

Miss Macie boots are handcrafted with every detail in mind, from the 

tops of the boots to the soles of your feet. The blush-pink lining and 

cushion insole with arch support will keep you comfortable, while the 

leather sole with one of four chosen scriptures imprinted in them will 

have you walking into your purpose. Miss Macie Boots is also a proud 

sponsor of Miss Rodeo Canada. 

MissMacie.com

Wrangler 
Flannel Plaid
This Western-inspired top 

will quickly become a ward-

robe essential for your little 

cowgirl. Straight back yoke, 

twin chest pockets with flaps, 

and buttons. Available in two 

charming plaids.

Ariat Branded 
Malbec Men’s 
Hoodie
Your forever-favourite 

throw-it-on-and-go from 

Ariat. Super soft with just 

the right heft, and perfect 

for crisp mornings and 

cool evenings.

Rock & Roll 
Cowgirl Aztec 
Pattern Women’s 
Brown Sweater
This long-sleeve sweater 

features a small cable 

detail and Aztec design on 

front. Made from 100 per 

cent acrylic.

Long Live 
Cowboys Cap
Sometimes a job calls for a 

different hat, and this cap from 

Wrangler is the perfect choice. 

The cap features an adjustable 

snap back. 

Lammles
Lammles.com

cowboycountrymagazine.com



ON A CLEAR DAY  
WE CAN SEE CANADA
DON RICHARDSON

 

My wife and I made the switch to registered Polled Herefords 
in the early ’80s, and by 2000 we were 100 per cent regis-
tered stock. We market our genetics internationally, as well as 
locally, and we’ve shown our cattle as far away as Farmfair in 
Edmonton. We just returned from delivering our bulls to Olds 
College where they undergo *RFI testing. Those bulls will then 
be fed until April, and then they’re shipped to Vanderhoof for 
either the Vanderhoof or Williams Lake bull sale.

I calve between 30 and 35 cows, as that’s all our property will sus-
tain. I quit making hay because we don’t have enough sun to put 
up hay, but we put up 500 tons of grass silage from our meadows 
— but, yes, I do buy some hay, as I need a little bit for our calves, 
otherwise there’s too much moisture involved.

Our meadows are tidal — they go under water every time the 
tide goes over 20 feet, and we have 24-foot tides, so for a week 
every two weeks, they are underwater. They’re underwater for a 
few hours, then they’re not, as the tides come and go. In the sum-
mertime, we get blue saltwater on our meadows, and we have 
jellyfish lying on the meadows when the tide goes out.

We cut our silage with a direct-cut New Holland crop chopper. 
We cut it standing and blow it into the wagon. We fertilize with 
nitrogen, otherwise the crop is yellow because of all the water. 
All the plants that we’ve tried died, so the grasses are all native 
and salt-tolerant — it’s our saving grace. We feed test every year, 
and we’ve won numerous feed test competitions. My grass silage 
ranges from 12–16 per cent protein.

I have a feed wagon that handles long-cut silage [it’s about 4” 
long], and I load out of our silage pits — concrete floors covered 
with an expanded metal roof — and where we feed calves they’re 
on concrete, and the cows are fed in bunks on runners, which we 
move every day to avoid punching up the ground.

For water, we have a couple of dugouts on the farm, and we 
also have a couple of deep wells; one has awesome water for the 
houses and clinic, the other has awesome volume for the cows.

If we had enough land, our cattle could graze year-round, but 
I use up the acreage with rotational grazing. Our meadows go to 

What Works 

For Us 
Wintering Cattle
By TERRI MASON

R
anching on an island surrounded 

by the largest ocean in the world or 

on a peninsula jutting into one of 

the largest lakes in the world offers unique 

challenges. But like ranches everywhere, the 

biggest issue is making it through all four 

seasons with your cattle in great shape — and 

that’s where winter feeding looms large. From 
the shores of Haida Gwaii to the shores of 
Lake Manitoba, here are two diverse ranchers 
speaking on What Works for Us.
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sleep on the last weekend of September; everything just shuts 
down and goes dormant. The cattle have to be completely off our 
estuary fields by the end of September. I save some upland places 
and let the cattle go into those fields.

Regarding salt, in summer my cattle wouldn’t eat salt if you 
put it out because every puddle they drink from has salt. Salt 
they don’t need: we are copper deficient, zinc marginal and we 
are selenium deficient. We’ve tried many ways to deal with it, and 
today we use All Trace Mineral Bolus. Those boluses originate in 
England; all my cows get their bolus the last week in February; it 
will supply six trace minerals for eight months.

During the winter when I’m feeding silage from around mid-
November to almost to the end of May, I will top-dress a good 
mineral mix onto their silage every day. They never get free-
choice mineral simply because they ignore it, so these boluses 
are a godsend.

All of our cows are artificially inseminated, and I get good con-
ception because I can keep the selenium levels up. The calves are 
a slightly weaker link; we give them a selenium injection at birth 
and another when we turn them out at the end of May. At turnout 
we also give them a copper-oxide bolus, and for the next three 
weeks you can see them all change colour from pale yellow to a 
dark red because those calves are copper-deficient. That bolus will 

stay with those young calves until fall, then they’re back on feed 
and mineral every day and the cycle continues.

We have done blood tests, done kidney and liver samples, min-
eral profiles — and figure out where we are, and that along with 
testing the feed, we seem to have it all under control — and that’s 
what works for us.” 

*RFI — Residual feed intake (RFI) is a measure of feed efficiency, 
defined as the difference between an animal’s actual feed intake 
and its expected feed intake, based on its size and growth. The 
lower the value, the more efficient the animal is.

Richardson 

Ranch
Owners: Dr. Don and Leslie 

Richardson and family

Nearest town: Tlell, 

Graham Island, Haida 

Gwaii, B.C. (formerly Queen 

Charlotte Islands)

Established: 1919

Elevation: 27 feet above  

zero tide

Annual precipitation: 1067 mm 

(42 inches)

Size: 600 acres, some leased; 

20 acres now below high tide 

mark (sea erosion)

Cattle: Registered  

Polled Hereford 

Herd size: 30 – 35 cows

No brand registered; DNA on 

file and tattoos

Website: RichardsonRanch.ca

Tlell Polled Herefords, 

Richardson Ranch of Tlell, 

Haida Gwaii, established 1919
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PENINSULA RANCHING 
IN MANITOBA
KEN HOFF

Our ranch is about 60 per cent bush 
and 40 per cent open, and we winter the 
cattle outside with bush for shelter. Where 
our cow camp is you wouldn’t know you 
were on a peninsula because it is four 
miles wide. Because our land is pretty 
wild, we have easy-keeping cattle, so 
out of the 18 bulls we turned out, 15 are 
black Angus and three Herefords. I’ll get a 
couple more Herefords next year for some 
of that hybrid vigour.

When you talk about wintering, it’s a 
bad, bad thing to have a shortage of hay 
because we are so far away from any hay 
that the trucking is worth more than what 
the hay is. There’s no grain grown within 
miles, so that’s why we don’t winter calves, 
except what we’ll be breeding. Everything 
else is sold off the cow.

A lot of the hay that we put up — espe-
cially since the flood in 2011 — is pretty 
low quality; we have hundreds of bales 
of cattails, which the cows do eat, and 
what they don’t eat is good bedding, so we 

usually add some DDG (dried distiller’s 
grain). There’s a big corn/ethanol plant 
at Neepawa, so we get more bang for our 
buck buying that and supplementing the 
poor hay than we ever would buying hay.

We try to get away with just feeding the 
grain to the calves in bunks. For the cows, 
we just spread it on the snow, and we usu-
ally start just before calving starts (the last 
week in March, but the bulk are born in 
April). The young heifers we start feeding 
right away in November.

Because there’s water nearby on both 
sides of the ranch, fall stretches a little later 
than everywhere else for green grass and 
frost; but then in the spring, because the 
lake is all froze over, spring comes a little 
later ’cause sometimes there’s five feet of 
ice on Lake Manitoba.

We try to not feed until December 1 and 
go until the end of April. We could let the 
cows out even sooner, but it’s wet and the 
grass hasn’t grown too much, so they’d just 
tramp it down and do a lot of damage.

When we bought this ranch in 2000, 
there’d never been a shovelful of grass 
turned over; it’s all native grass. But since 
then, we’ve cleared 40 acres and put in 
alfalfa. So, 40 acres out of 10,000 — it’s still 
pretty natural.

For wildlife, we have lots of deer and 
a large herd of elk comes in, but the only 
real concern we have are black bears 

and wolves. There are animals killed 
every year.

What seemed strange for us when 
we first bought the place is that we are 
often haying out among the cows. On the 
pastures we bale the low spots, and there 
might be lots of cattails, but we’re mak-
ing bales in among the cows. We take the 
bales off as fast as possible, so we don’t 
lose many, but it seemed crazy when we 
first came here to see people out baling 
with a herd of cows around them, but 
that’s what works for us.

I want to say that I’ve ranched in all 
four provinces [150 Mile House, B.C., 
Cluny, Alta, Burr, Sask.] and in every 
case, you’d better have your living made 
somewhere else, and hopefully the ranch 
can pay for itself. But here, I would say 
because of the cost of the land and most 
of our ranch is lease, it’s the first ranch I’ve 
been on that’ll give you a living, plus pay 
for itself.” c

Tribar Ranch
Owners: Ken and Judy Hoff, Arvid and 

Debbie Nottveit

Nearest town: Moosehorn, Man. (100 km 

away); ranch is on Peonan Point

Established: 1999

Elevation: 251– 365 m (820 – 1,200 feet)

Annual precipitation: 400 mm (16 inches)

Size: 10,000 acres

Cattle: Mainly Angus and some Hereford 

– 350 pair, 50 heifers, 18 bulls

Brand: (Originally regis-

tered in Alberta in 1926) 

Triangle Bar, Right Hip

Ken Hoff, his son-in-

law, Arvid Nottveit, and 

grandson, Kyler Nottveit
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T
here are always times when one needs 

to drive single animals to the corrals, 

to a new pasture or back to the pasture 

where they belong. Driving singles probably 

generates more cattle tales than any other 

cattle-related work.

Back in the day, pulling bulls in the fall always guaranteed a rodeo 
of calamity for us. There’d be chasing, cussing, rope-whipping, bulls 
on the fight, dragging and inevitable injuries from minor to broken 
bones and always fence to repair. The harder the fight, the better 
the tales to tell. Looking back, I was guilty of too much boy and not 
enough cow and lucky to avoid serious injury or worse.

When one does things a certain way long enough, that way 
becomes the norm. So when Bud Williams was sitting at our 
kitchen table and asked what troubles I was having working our 
cattle, I couldn’t immediately answer his question except for with 
a rather feeble, “I’m not sure,” to which he stood up and pounded 
his fist down on the table saying, “then what the hell am I here 

for!” Needless to say, that got me thinking, and by morning I had a 
few troubles to share. Until one is taught something new, you don’t 
know what you didn’t know, and of course the animal is singled out 
as the sole troublemaker.

I never knew there was a progressive way to get an animal driv-
ing under control. I didn’t know I needed control of the hip (similar 
to a clutch) and control of the head (a steering wheel) so that I could P
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Pulling Bulls
Without the Drama
By DYLAN BIGGS

TK Ranch hand Dexter Dedora and his gelding, 

JJ, moving the bull out from the herd

Finding the stop

35cowboycountrymagazine.com
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control direction. A good cow dog that can 
drive a single through a gate or into a trailer 
in a field has to be able to work both ends: 
they must have control of the back end to 
generate movement and control of the head 
to steer it the right direction.

I could always get the bull to walk 
through the cows in the direction I wanted 
and out away from the herd about 100 or 
200 yards — then the bull would decide 
that was far enough, then turn to go back 
— and that is where the struggle began. 
The mistake I used to make was to pinch 
into his shoulder and/or neck to try to turn 
him out on the go, and that would speed 
him up, and either he would hook around 
me or if I was high enough up on his head 
and pressing to turn him he would hit the 
brakes and duck in behind me and head 
back to the cows.

The thing I do now (and have been 
doing for over 25 years) is when he starts to 
turn and I press into his head to turn him, 
if he starts to speed up to hook around me, 

I fade off him immediately and don’t try 
and turn him. I just go along with him, just 
blocking his turn but not pushing into him 
until he decides to stop on his own. The 
stop is my goal before asking him to turn. 
I repeat, get him to stop first, then ask for 
the turn.

So imagine you and your horse are just 
like a sheet of plywood, and all you are 

doing is riding along as a block and find-
ing the spot where he stops on his own, 
and then when he stops, you square your 
horse up on his head and press smooth and 
steady into the side of his head for a slow 
controlled turn-away. Don’t worry about 
where he stops. If it ends up you are back 

in with cows, it doesn’t matter. Sometimes 
we will end up back in the cows multiple 
times. All you are working on at this point is 
getting him to yield his head. If we can’t get 
control of his head to get a controlled turn 
both ways, it doesn’t matter where you are 
or aren’t. Don’t slam or jam into his head 
either or else you will spin him around too 
far and fast, and for sure you will be run-
ning back the other way.

In this process, if he speeds up and is 
running, then you go with him — but that 
is different than chasing him. I don’t get 
behind a bull and speed him up or chase 
him, there is no point, that doesn’t help 
get control, it just risks getting him more 
upset. If he speeds up, you match him, but 
you shouldn’t be the one speeding him up.

All singles have a side that they are will-
ing to turn away from you on, the other side 
is where you will struggle. You will spend 
80 per cent or more of the time working 
on that stiff side. Once you get the stiff side 
bending away from you, you will be able to 

Until one is taught something 

new, you don’t know what 

you didn’t know…

Squaring up on the head to pressure into 

the head to ask for a turn away
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turn them both ways, then you can head 
the direction you want at a walk and have 
confidence that you can get to where you 
are headed without a fight.

The next thing is to keep a steady 
eye on the animal as you go and to only 
change your position/pressure when the 
animal changes his. The tendency is for 
people to get worried as they get closer to 
where they are going, some will decrease 
the pressure by backing off, most people 
increase the pressure. The problem with 
hedging one’s bets or adding extra pres-
sure just for “insurance” is that in doing so, 
people usually change their position and 
pinch in on the animal, which actually 
makes the animal change direction, usu-
ally hooking them around us. You want 
to keep the pressure steady as long as it 
is working and not change it in anticipa-
tion of what the animal “might” do. Only 
change your pressure based on what the 
animal is actually doing, not what you 
think it is going to do.

If you are loading the bull on a trailer 
in the pasture, the way to think about it is 
this: we want the bull to give his attention 
to the trailer, and we don’t want to penalize 
him for that by over-pressuring him at the 
trailer. If on first approach he misses the 
trailer — just bring him back. When you get 
to the back of the trailer, give him a little 
time to think about it. You will know he is 
thinking about it if his nose is down and he 
is sniffing the trailer. Let him sniff. When 
he picks his head up, then ask for another 
step. If he turns and goes to leave, see if you 
can block him and turn him back — if he is 
going to push by you, let him go. We can’t 
and don’t want to force him to stay at the 
trailer; we don’t want to make the trailer an 
uncomfortable place to be. When he leaves, 
just go out to where you can stop him 
calmly and bring him back.

Sometimes they go on on the first 
approach, but most of the time it takes 
three or four approaches before they go on. 
If we don’t make it a fight, and they go on 

the trailer calmly and voluntarily, then the 
next time you have to load them, it will be 
as easy or most likely easier. If we make the 
trailer a fight today, next week or next year 
will probably be more of a fight. We have 
been pasture loading bulls into trailers for 
25 years now, and having trained them to 
drive and load on the trailer has made pull-
ing bulls so much easier.

Getting an animal to drive where you 
want just with your movement and position 
is simple, but sometimes it isn’t easy. You 
need a degree of patience. Bud Williams 
always said that you just need a fraction 
more patience than the bull or whatever 
animal you are driving.

Looking back at those times when I was 
mounted on a 1,200 lb horse, shoulder-to-
shoulder with a 2,400 lb bull, leaning into 
him at a dead run and thinking I was going 
to get him pointed the way I wanted — I 
really have to shake my head… c

Getting him to think about the trailer

A calm bull loaded in a trailer in 

the middle of the pasture
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Merry Christmas

Merry Christmas!
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2019 CFR

INTERNATIONAL

DELIGHT!
2019 Canadian Finals Rodeo crowns Champions 

from four countries. Orin Larsen of Inglis, 

Manitoba, making a spectacular 90-point ride on 

Calgary Stampede’s S-83 Special Delivery to win 

Round Five and help pave the way to his first 

Canadian Championship

Photo courtesy CPRA/Billie-Jean Duff
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Congratulations!
Year two of the Canadian Finals Rodeo 
in Red Deer, Alta. was terrific. The CPRA 
management, Board of Directors and 
staff extend a big congratulations to all 
the 2019 Champions and a huge thank-
you to Westerner Park and the Red Deer 
& District Chamber of Commerce for a 
job well done.

Overall, $1.65 million was paid out 
to CPRA rodeo athletes over the six-day Finals that saw Zeke Thurston break 
the season’s earning record on his way to winning his first saddle bronc cham-
pionship; Jordan Hansen ride Outlaw Buckers’ Blackstone After Party, the top 
bull of the year and CFR, to 90.25 points and Northcott-Macza’s outstanding 
saddle bronc, Get Smart, add a CFR title to his previously awarded Canadian 
and World Championships. 

In addition to world-class rodeo action, fans enjoyed the second edition 
of the Rising Stars Junior Finals Rodeo. And several new, exciting peripheral 
events were added to CFR week — among them a women’s breakaway roping 
event, an Ultimate Cowboy Challenge that involved CFR competitors and a 
bucking horse futurity, to name just a few.

While fans in Red Deer enjoyed a top-notch show, those at home were able, 
once again, to see the CFR in real time via the FloRodeo broadcast. We’re proud 
to have FloRodeo as our livesstream partner. Congratulations as well to the 
winner of the Finning Canada Cat UTV. Rodeo fans who attended 2019 Finning 
Pro Tour Rodeos had the opportunity to enter the draw, and Dale Dean was offi-
cially awarded her new Cat UTV at the CFR.

Another milestone for Canadian Pro Rodeo was the completion of our 
first season’s Maple Leaf Circuit and our inaugural Circuit Finals at Canadian 
Western Agribition in Regina, Sask. Congratulations to the winners! This event, 
along with two bull riding special events (Red Deer, January 11 and High River, 
January 18) kick off our 2020 season. 

Best of luck, as well, to the seven competitors who, in addition to Canadian 
stock contractors and their animals, will be representing our country at the 
2019 Wrangler National Finals Rodeo.

As we look back on a successful 2019, we extend a sincere thank-you to our 
sponsors, our fans, our rodeo committees and their volunteers. We appreciate 
you more than we can say and look forward to having you as part of our 2020 
season.

Finally, I’d like to wish everyone a happy Christmas season and an amazing 
year ahead. See you on the rodeo trail.

Terry Cooke,
President, CPRA

2020 

Miss Rodeo Canada 

Alicia Erickson

On the endless path of creating herself, the 
western lifestyle and support of the “rodeo 
family” has helped Alicia Erickson discover 
her purpose and passion. This 23-year-old has 
earned her Youth Justice Studies Diploma and 
will continue her education to obtain a bach-
elor’s degree in Social Work. Erickson believes 
that you should “be the person you needed 
when you were younger,” which inspired her to 
pursue this education.

Her passion for educating youth has always 
been apparent through hours of volunteering 
that transitioned into positions as a horse-back 
riding instructor, CanSkate Coach, youth pro-
gramming facilitator, and an equine 4-H leader. 
The Trochu, Alta. resident enjoys singing and 
playing guitar, helping family friends on the 
ranch, and barrel racing. While she didn’t inherit 
this lifestyle, Alicia chose to live by it and will 
continue to do so by being a contributing mem-
ber to the sport of rodeo.
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2019 CANADIAN CHAMPIONS
By BARB POULSEN

O
NE OF THE LOUDEST 

MOMENTS OF THE 2019 

CFR CAME ON SUNDAY 

AFTERNOON IN THE 

BAREBACK RIDING WHEN CANADIAN 

ORIN LARSEN RODE HIS WAY TO HIS 

FIRST CANADIAN CHAMPIONSHIP.

The Inglis, Manitoba cowboy put together 
a brilliant week, placing in five rounds and 
winning the last three to top the field in 
both the aggregate and season earnings. 

His $80,578 bested 2nd- place finisher and 
defending titlist, Richmond Champion of 
Dublin, Texas, for the victory.

“It’s unbelievable,” Larsen grinned, 
moments after his winning ride. “Ever 
since I was a kid running my hand in a 
riggin’ this is what I’ve wanted to do. I 
dreamed of being in this position. It’s a 
dream come true.”

The 28-year-old was somewhat philo-
sophical about the win and his spectacular 
season. “This year I’ve wanted to be more in 
the moment. I realize this won’t last forever. 

I just try to enjoy what I do and appreciate 
the opportunity because the day will come 
when it will just be a memory.”

But what a memory! With the title out-
come still in doubt, Larsen’s final ride came, 
and it was a gem as he combined scores 
with Calgary Stampede’s Zulu Warrior for 
an 89.5-point ride that brought many in the 
sold-out Centrium to their feet.

“I was pretty busy doing what I was 
doing, but when you hear the crowd roar 
like that, you know there must be some-
thing kind of special happening.”
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And “special” is a word that also applies 
to Zeke Thurston, who has accomplished 
more at 25 years of age than many athletes 
do in a lifetime.

Four CFR appearances, five NFR quali-
fications and a 2016 World Saddle Bronc 
Championship are a few achievements on 
the Big Valley, Alberta cowboy’s resume. 
But until now, a missing element had 
been a Canadian title. Thurston addressed 
that deficiency at this CFR, setting a new 
bronc riding season earnings record in the 
process, nearly doubling that of his near-
est rival, Nebraska’s Cort Scheer, who put 
together a $57,000 season.

“The Canadian title is one I’ve been gun-
ning for. I’ve accomplished a lot of things 
that I didn’t think I would before this one. 
And to hear I broke the earnings record is 

pretty cool. It goes to show how rodeo has 
grown as a whole. It’s pretty special for 
me to do what I love and make that kind 
of money.”

The season leader was the picture of 
consistency with scores in the mid-80s 
throughout the six-day event and earning 
cheques from every round to equal $37,980 
in CFR round earnings. He added the 
aggregate win as well ($15,795) for a record-
breaking season earnings total of $110,785.

A couple of titles went south of the 49th 
parallel, both in the roping events. In one of 
the most dramatic comeback wins, Shane 
Hanchey, the 2013 Tie-Down Roping World 
Champion, overcame a slow start and 
put together back-to-back go-round wins 
to close out the week and claim a fourth 
Canadian title and second in a row.

“It feels really good,” Hanchey acknowl-
edged after the performance. “The way 
it started, I didn’t know if I’d be in this 
position. But I follow the motto ‘don’t let 
the highs get too high or the lows too low’ 
and you can never count yourself out in 
this sport.”

The 11-year pro finished out of the 
money in the first two rounds of CFR#46, 
then managed modest 4th and 5th place 
finishes in the middle of the week before 
mounting his late charge. His final two 
times, a 7.3 and a 7.2, carried him to the 
aggregate title and allowed the Sulphur, 
Louisiana roper to catch the high-flying 

2019 CANADIAN CHAMPIONS, FROM LEFT:  

Alicia Erickson, Miss Rodeo Canada 2020 

Orin Larsen, Bareback  

Scott Guenthner, Steer Wrestling  

Hunter Koch, Matt Sherwood, Team Roping 

Zeke Thurston, Saddle Bronc 

Shane Hanchey, Tie-Down Roping 

Brooke Wills, Ladies Barrel Racing  

Edgar Durazo, Bull Riding  

Riley Warren, High Point  

Jacob Gardner, All-Around  

Jaden Holle, Miss Rodeo Canada 2019
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21-year-old, Haven Meged, for the title. The 
margin of victory was less than $8,000 with 
Hanchey at $57,089 in season earnings and 
Meged checking in at $49,625.

“When I saw the draw today, I had the 
calf I wanted and I knew if I could win the 
round and put the pressure on those other 
guys, I had a really good chance,” Hanchey 
added. “But two in a row and four overall 
— that’s cool.”

The team roping was the story of a vet-
eran and a kid. Two-time World Champion 
Header Matt Sherwood of Pima, Arizona 
celebrated his 50th birthday during the 
course of the season, while on the heel-
ing side, 22-year-old Texan, Hunter Koch, 
was at his first professional Finals. Like 
Hanchey, they started slowly with a 7th 
in the first round but righted the ship in a 
hurry and put together three go-round wins 
and a 2nd place finish in another round 
over the remaining five days of competi-
tion. The unstoppable pair won both the 
aggregate and the overall title, going away 
with $74,000+ in season earnings, leav-
ing 2nd-place finishers, Canadians Kolton 
Schmidt and Jeremy Buhler, well back at 
just $47,000.

For the second year in a row, Provost, 
Alberta’s Scott Guenthner was the last steer 
wrestler in the final round. And for the sec-
ond year in a row, Guenthner did what he 
had to do to win the Canadian bulldogging 
crown. The five-time Canadian Finals quali-
fier, whose wife Becky delivered their first 
child just a few days before the start of the 
CFR, downed his steer in 4.6 seconds for a 
4th place cheque that, coupled with another 
4th place finish in the aggregate, enabled 
the second-generation bulldogger to amass 
$55,000 in season winnings. That was 
enough to edge the hard-charging Stephen 
Culling and 2017 Champion Jason Thomas 
by less than $3,500. Guenthner will join 
fellow Canadian champions, Orin Larsen, 
Shane Hanchey, Matt Sherwood, Hunter 
Cook and Zeke Thurston, along with bull 
riding aggregate winner, Jordan Hansen, in 
the trek to Las Vegas in December in search 
of World titles.

Kamloops, B.C. cowgirl Brooke Wills 
earned the ladies barrel racing win after a 
tough start that saw the CFR first-timer hit 
two barrels on opening night. Wills and her 
mare Fames to Blame (a.k.a. Famey) picked 

2019 Canadian Saddle Bronc Champion 

Zeke Thurston on Kesler’s 778 Copper 

Cat in the 6th round

2019 Canadian TDR Champion Shane 

Hanchey riding Logan Bird’s TJ
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up two go-round wins, 2nd and 3rd place 
cheques and 5th in the aggregate for a total 
of $60.657 in 2019 earnings. And Bluffton, 
Alta’s Stacey Ruzicka wrapped up her fairy 
tale season by being the only barrel racer to 
run penalty-free at this year’s CFR. Ruzicka 
picked up three placings and won the aggre-
gate title with an impressive $55,831 total.

The bull riding saw the first-ever 
Mexican-born CFR qualifier, Edgar Durazo, 
cap a spectacular CPRA Rookie year with 
a Canadian championship. Durazo domi-
nated early in the week with three go-round 
wins, then added 2nd, 3rd and 4th place 
cheques, as well as $11,745 in aggregate 
earnings to total $106,641 for the year. 2016 
Canadian Champion Jordan Hansen also 
rode all six of his bulls (including the only 
90+ score), battled the leader right to the 
end, and his 89.75 point ride on Sunday 
aboard the Vold bull Grey Tower lll meant 
that Durazo would have to get by Vold’s 
Strong Arm (he did for 87 points) to secure 
the title. Hansen’s outstanding effort gave 
the Ponoka cowboy the aggregate win and a 
$99,357 total.

Both the All-Around and High Point 
titles went to repeat winners. Dawson Creek, 
B.C. bull rider/steer wrestler Jacob Gardner 
captured the All-Around honours, while 
Stettler, Alta. tie-down roper/team roper 
Riley Warren came away from CFR#46 with 
the High Point Award in tow.

The Novice Champions for 2019 are 
second-generation bareback rider, Chett 
Deitz, from Milo, Alta. and Australian 
saddle bronc rider, Lachlan Sheppard. 
Tristen Manning from Hinton, Alta.  
won his second straight Junior Steer 
Riding Championship.

The top stock awards of the CFR were 
split between three stock contractors. 
253 Sundance Kid, from the Kesler Rodeo 
firm won top honours in the bareback 
riding, while 322 Blackstone After Party of 
Outlaw Buckers, already named Canadian 
Champion, was also proclaimed Best Bull of 
the CFR. And the brilliant Northcott-Macza 
four-legged superstar, 242 Get Smart, made 
it a triple when the 17-year-old bay geld-
ing added the CFR award to the Canadian 
and World Champion titles he had 
already achieved. c 

2019 Canadian Bull 

Riding Champion 

Edgar Durazo on 

Calgary Stampede’s 

201 Night Moves

2019 Canadian 

Champion Brooke 

Wills rounding the 

third barrel in the 

5th round

2019 Canadian Steer 

Wrestling Champion 

Scott Guenthner

45cowboycountrymagazine.com

C.P.R.A.



BR: Jordan Hansen

BB: Orin LarsenBB: Clint Laye

SB: Zeke Thurston

SB: Dawson Hay SB: Jake Watson

SW: Scott Guenthner

Pro Rodeo Canada Insider

ROAD TO THE NFR

C.P.R.A.

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN
CANADA’S “EH” TEAM
By TIM ELLIS

B
AREBACK RIDER, 

ORIN LARSEN, WILL 

FEEL A WHOLE LOT 

MORE CONFIDENT 

WALKING INTO THE THOMAS 

& MACK CENTER IN LAS VEGAS 

THIS TIME AROUND.

“I was a pretty big nervous wreck 
before that first round,” confides the 
28-year-old Larsen, who competed at 
last year’s National Finals Rodeo, just 
three weeks after major knee surgery. 
“That first horse was going to answer 
the question of whether I was going to 
limp through or tear it up again.”

“It was actually Imperial Beach 
of Kesler’s, which I’d been on mul-
tiple times. I was pretty cautious 
for the first few jumps, but once 
nothing moved or shifted, I relaxed 
quite a bit.”

By early March, Larsen had won 
over $80,000 and finished the regular 
season with over $173,000 in earn-
ings, just over $8,500 behind season 
leader, Clayton Biglow. The only 
other Canadian to beat that total was 
2016 World Champion Bronc Rider, 
Zeke Thurston.

“Overall I had a really good year,” 
says the 25-year-old, who qualified 
for the NFR for the fifth consecutive 
year. “I won some big rodeos, placed 
consistently and put myself in posi-
tion to win a world championship. 
That’s all you can ask for.”

Thurston won his largest cheque 
at the Ponoka Stampede ($21,388).

“My highlights, at least in Canada, 
were Ponoka and Pollockville [the 
Hardgrass Bronc Match],” offers 
Thurston, who has placed in eighteen 
rounds of the National Finals over the 

past four years. “I “forty-percented”* 
them both, won a lot of money, put up 
some big scores and had a lot of fun.”

Thurston’s travelling partners, 
Dawson Hay and Jake Watson, will 
join him in Las Vegas. It’s Watson’s 
second qualification. His first was in 
2016. Hay will compete at the NFR for 
the first time, just a year after winning 
the PRCA’s Saddle Bronc Rookie of 
the Year Award.

“I’ve watched bronc riding all my 
life, so to be in the Top 15 is a dream 
come true,” says Hay, who will retrace 
the footsteps of his dad, Rod, as he 
enters the Thomas & Mack Center. 

At 21, Hay is the youngest of 
this year’s Canadian contingent to 
compete in Vegas. Steer wrestler 
Scott Guenthner joins Larsen as 
the elder statesmen. Like Larsen, 
he finished third in the regular 
season but trails season leader, Ty 
Erickson, by some $43,000.

“I mean the NFR pays so well 
that if I win two rounds, I could 
be there right beside him,” sug-
gests the 28-year-old, three-time 
Finals qualifier. 

Rounding out the field of 
Canadian qualifiers are 26-year-old 
bareback rider, Clint Laye, who is 
in Las Vegas for the first time since 
2015, and bull rider Jordan Hansen, 
who made his first appearance in Las 
Vegas in 2017.

“I know this year was a lot 
tougher,” says 26-year-old Hansen, 
who finished the regular season with 
$114,554 in earnings, joining the 
other six Canadian qualifiers in sur-
passing the $100,000 plateau. “It was 
one of those years where the top guys 
kept winning.” c
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COWBOY CHURCHES
Nechako Valley Cowboy Church
Last Sun. of every month, 7 p.m., Nechako 
Community Church Building, Hwy 16 E, 
Vanderhoof, B.C., 250-567-4960

Open Valley Cowboy Church
Every Sun., 6:30 p.m., Head of the Lake Hall, 
past the O’Keefe Ranch on Hwy 97, Vernon, 
B.C., 250-503-0707

Boomtown Trail Cowboy Church
2nd and last Wed. of every month, 7 p.m., 
Elnora Drop-In Centre, Elnora, Alta., 
403-749-2047

Clearwater Cowboy Church
Every Thur., 7 p.m., Dovercourt Hall, Hwy 22, 
north of Caroline, Alta., 403-844-6641

Community Cowboy Church
Every Tue., 7-8 p.m., Niton Community Hall, 
Main St., Niton, Alta., 780-795-2326

Cowboy Trail Church
Every Tue., 7 p.m., Cochrane Ranche House, 
101 Ranchehouse Rd., Cochrane, Alta., 
403-638-4254

Heartland Cowboy Church
1st and 3rd Tue. of every month, 7 p.m., 
Stettler Agriplex, 4516-52 St., Stettler, Alta., 
780-877-2331

James River Cowboy Church
Every Wed., 7 p.m., James River Community 
Hall, 2.5 km S of James River store or 11.5 km 
N of Sundre on RR 53, Alta., 403-638-6439

Pipestone Cowboy — Cowgirl Church
2nd Mon. of every month, 7 p.m., Pipestone 
Café, Hwy 795, 11 km north from junction 
Hwy 13 and 795, Pipestone, Alta., 
780-312-8653

St. Albert Cowboy Church
Every Fri., 7 p.m., 60 Liberton Dr., St. Albert, 
Alta., 780-459-2222

The Cowboy Church
Every Fri., 7:30 p.m., Centre Park Church, 
52 Peacock Dr., Sherwood Park, Alta., 
780-918-5530

Viking Cowboy Church
Last Fri. of every month,  7:30 p.m., Viking 
Auction Market, junction of Hwy 26 and 36, 
Viking, Alta., 780-384-2114 

Willow Valley Cowboy Church
2nd Sun. of every month 10:00 a.m., 26016 
Hwy 595, 15 km east of Red Deer, Red Deer 
County, Alta., 403-347-0206

Battlefords Cowboy Church
1st and 3rd Thur. of every month, 7 p.m., 
Legion Hall, 22 St., Battleford, Sask., 
306-937-2733

Diamond C Cowboy Church
Every Tue., 7:30 p.m., 208 Sidney St., Maple 
Creek, Sask., 306-662-3431

Cowboy Valley Church
4054 PR 432 Morden, Man., 204-822-9909

countrymagazine.com 
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The feed sleigh bobs are frozen down
It’s time to jack them loose
Put warm grain bags upon the seat
To warm my old caboose

The lines are stiff, but soon they’ll thaw
As through my mitts they slide
Whoa to stop, hup to go
There’s no more smoother ride

Than sliding across the snow-packed earth
Where yesterday grew grain
Now cattle string out behind the sleigh
To get some hay again

Day in day out, until the thaw
They listen for the ring
Of heel chains and jingle bells
That makes this prairie sing

Oh, some I know, they curse the snow
As they slip and slide
But those that know, we love the snow
To feel the sleigh bobs glide

I’ve heard the bells on Christmas morn
The ancient rancher’s song
Of heel chains and jingle bells
It’s the prairie Christmas song.

Heel Chains & Jingle Bells © 2019 by Terri Mason, was written for this issue, to help celebrate 
Christmas, draft horses, my mentor and friend, Tom Wraight, and all of the great long-line 

teamsters who are my lifelong friends. Merry Christmas, everyone!

Heel Chains &
Jingle Bells

By TERRI MASON
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For The 
Whole Family
We know families, beacuse we are 
one.  Lammle’s is family owned and 
operated and we know what it takes 
to raise kids around a ranch.
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