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ARGE INDOOR EVENT
Three Counties Showground, 

Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6NW 

SPRING 2017 SHOW  

• Ferguson Tractor & Massey Ferguson 
70th anniversary display

• Zetor and East European tractors & 
machinery feature

• 80th anniversary of the Ransomes Mg 
Crawlers and equipment

• Classic trucks, Land Rovers, full size and 
miniature steam engines

• New larger restoraion demo area and 
more specialist companies

• Regional and Naional club displays
• Displays from most of the other well 

known makes
• Staionary engines, horicultural 

equipment & classic plant
• The ’s largest trade gathering of 

specialist spares and parts companies
• Model and toy retailers inc tools, 

gitware, books & literature

Our Sponsors

25th & 26th 
 2017

9am-5pm 9.30am-4pm 

Adult 
Weekend at gate,

Weekend Advance 
Weekend Camping (3 NIGHTS)

Advance, at show 
Admits 2 adults into the event. 

Under 15s free. Dogs on leads welcome.

• Large Aucion sale by HJ Pugh
 call 01531 631122 or www.hjpugh.co.uk

• Classic Truck and Van Display (Sun only)
• Vintage Sortout and Sparesday

• 
Malvern hills

SUNDAY 

CLASSIC

TRUCK SHOW

SEE US AT THE SHOW

SHOW FEATURES BOTH DAYS
• Veteran, Vintage, Classic and New farm tractors
• Historic farm machinery and agricultural 

heritage displays
• Regional and Naional Club display stands
• Classic Commercials, Land Rovers, miniature 

Steamers, model and diorama displays.
• Vintage Horicultural and garden equipment & 

Staionary engines
• The UK’s largest trade gathering of specialist 

vintage spares and parts companies plus model 
and toys, tools, work wear, books, gitware & 
literature

SPRING 2020 
SHOW
3 X EXHIBITION HALLS & SHOWGROUND

SATURDAY

Saturday from 10am 
Large Vintage Aucion sale

Over 100 Tractors & 1500 plus 
lots at Pugh’s Big Spring Sale

call 01531 631122 www.hjpugh.com

SUNDAY
Drive in Day of Classic Trucks in 

addiion to the classic commercials on 
display for both days.

& CLASSIC 
COMMERCIAL SHOW

Three Counties Showground,
Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6NW

Discounted Tickets
BUY ONLINE

www.tractorworldshows.co.uk
Tel: 016974 51882

22nd & 23rd 
February 2020

Our Sponsors

SUNDAY 

CLASSIC TRUCK 

DRIVE IN DAY

Admission:
Sat 9am-5pm, Sun 9am - 3pm

Adult £10.50 (advance)  £12.50 at show
Weekend adult £15 (advance)  

£20.00 at show
Weekend camping inc 2 adults  from £55 

Accompanied children 15 & under free
Dogs on leads welcome
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FIRST WORDS

Tractors, like earthmovers, bulldozers, and 
traction engines, are machines that were 
designed specifi cally to work. They are utility 
vehicles built to meet the needs of operators 
who need power and reliability delivered, 
day-in, day-out. As such, tractors are all 
about function, and the fi ner aspects of form 
have always been left largely to fend for 
themselves. Other than the colour in which a 
machine was painted, matters of aesthetics 
have never much troubled the manufacturers.

Nevertheless, for those of you reading 
this magazine, 
the rugged, 
no-nonsense 
looks of the 
typical tractor 
most certainly 
do possess a 
kind of unique 
beauty. There's 
something 
intrinsically appealing about the stripped-
back, almost minimalistic look of a tractor. 
Nothing's ever included that needn't be 
there, and there's never any pandering 
to fashion or fad. The design concept 
remains reassuringly consistent, from early 
machines such as the Model N featured 
in this issue's buying guide, to the latest, 
alternative fuel offerings from New Holland 
(see p24).

Welcome!

A beautiful sight; a 
tractor that's been 

working hard, exactly as 
its designer intended.

Most tractors follow a tried and trusted 
format; a powerful engine bolted to a 
rugged gearbox, big drive wheels at the 
rear, smaller, steerable ones at the front, 
and a driver's seat perched at the back. 
As a consequence, there's no doubting 
the purpose of a tractor. It's a machine 
that's been built to do a job; to make hard, 
heavy and tedious tasks look easy. This 
was something that was reaffi rmed to me 
recently, when I spent a very enjoyable 
day at the British National Ploughing 

Championships, 
in Lincolnshire.

Watching 
a fantastically 
varied range of 
tractors – all ages 
and sizes – being 
operated with 
the utmost skill 
and precision 

by the best ploughmen in the land, was 
a treat indeed. The visit prompted our 
introductory, Top 10 tips for competition 
ploughing feature in this issue (see p40), 
and I certainly intend to include more 
detailed coverage on this fascinating 
aspect of the hobby in future editions. 

t�'JOBMMZ�*hE�MJLF�UP�XJTI�ZPV�BMM�UIF�WFSZ�
best for the festive season, and here's to an 
exciting, prosperous and peaceful 2020!     

Meet the contributors
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with a keen interest 
in tractors and 
industrial heritage

Jane Brooks
Agricultural 
journalist and keen 
collector of Ford and 
Fordson tractors
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A tractor enthusiast 
with boundless 
energy and limitless 
knowledge

Pat Pawsey
Long-serving 
chairman of the 
Ford & Fordson 
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tireless tractor 
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Tractor repair 
and restoration 
specialist, writer 
and book author

Bob Weir
Lives in Scotland 
and was brought           
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tractors
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SPRING

SHOW

F
or those of you who aren’t aware of 
it, a 55-year-old man was killed this 
summer while on a Fordson tractor 

that was being driven by a younger man. 
This very unfortunate incident, which 

happened at Groombridge, in Kent, 
back in July, should serve as a salutary 
reminder to us all about the dangers 
associated with more than one person 
riding on a tractor.

Commenting on the accident, Peter 
Love said: “I’ve said many times before 
that the one-person-per-tractor rule 
must always be obeyed. This applies 
particularly around parade rings, which 
are classifi ed as public areas if visitors 
have paid to attend the event. In fact, this 
rule applies from the time exhibitors are 

T
he festive season may 
be fast approaching, 
but don’t forget to make 

a date in your diary for next 
year’s traditional tractor show 
season opener. Tractor World 
Spring will be taking place at 
the Three Counties 
Showground, on 
February 22-23, 
2020.

Tractor World Spring 
is a busy and popular 
event, with 90% of exhibits 
in the site’s four halls. The 
show invites tractors and 
agricultural machinery of all 
ages, but the special themes 
in 2020 will be ‘75 years of the 
Fordson E27N’, ‘50 years of the 
International Harvester World 
Wide Series’ and ‘Conversions’.

The fi rst E27N came off the 

allowed onto a show site, right through to 
when they leave, as per the entry form. 

“Exhibitors must have public liability 
insurance, and the tractor driver 
must be the one with that insurance. 
Unfortunately, not so many people have 
third party insurance to drive vehicles 
other than their own these days, so 
check your policy carefully fi rst.”

t With regard to modern tractors fi tted 
with an extra seat, it should be realised 
that this is intended for passengers who 
are over 13 years old and have a driving 
licence of some kind for the road. It’s 
not meant for use by young children to 
go to work with a parent in the holidays, 
or taking a ride around a show ring. The 
same applies to vintage, continental 
tractors that have two seats, and a 
famous ‘red’ make of tractor that featured 
a double seat in the 1940-1950s. 

Do you let others drive or ride on your 
tractor on the road or at events? 

assembly line on 19 March 1945, but 
it would be several months before 
production of the tractor it replaced, 
the Model N, ceased at Dagenham. 

popular around the world and when 
production ended, early in 1952, 
more than 230,000 had been built.

Among the hundreds of tractors 
and items of agricultural machinery 
at Tractor World Spring, from 
veteran and vintage to classics and 
the latest models, there will also 
be classic trucks and vans (with a 
drive-in day on the Sunday of the 
show – no booking necessary), 
horticultural machinery, model 
displays, miniature steamers and 
stationary engines. Those wishing 

to exhibit should either visit 
the website to download                                        
an entry form 
(tractorworldshows.co.uk) 
or call the show offi ce                 

on 01697 451882. 
To purchase your advance 

tickets, telephone 01697 
451882 or visit the website:                                
tractorworldshows.co.uk

Tractor World Spring and the 
Classic Commercial Show takes place 
at the Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6NW 
(follow brown signs from all major 
routes).

STAY SAFE

Do you let others drive or ride on your 

CHARITABLE
DONATIONS

O
n a glorious Friday 13th, back 
in September, the Tractor 
Enthusiasts of Nantmel club 

(TEN) presented a donation totalling 

£1,112.81 to Cancer Research UK. John 
Bates handed over the cheque to Liz 
Lewis and Veronica Jones-Davies, of the 
Rhayader branch of Cancer Research 
UK, watched by fellow members. 

The TEN club has already started 
planning the route for next year’s event, 
which is scheduled to take place on July 
19th. The target is to beat this year’s 

impressive donation total.

t The Leri Ward, the chemotherapy 
ward at Bronglais Hospital in 
Aberystwyth, has benefi ted to the 
tune of £1,105. This total represents 
the proceeds of the annual Llanidloes 
Tractor Run, which took place back in 
the summer, with many Fords actively 
involved.  

Known as the Major, the new tractor 
was initially only available with steel 
wheels – due to wartime shortages of 
rubber. The E27N would prove very 

TRACTOR WORLD 
SPRING ANNOUNCED



REPLACEMENT PANELS &
PARTS FOR FORD TRACTORS

Super Q mudguards, mudguard trim & fiberglass panels
for deluxe Cab all to fill Ford 4000, 5000 & 7000

Inc mudguard, inner guard skin, to panel & roof

Original style Ford 7000 exhaust pipes
Original style bonnet decals available for Ford Tractors

REPLACEMENT STEEL PANELS
FOR FORD AP/LP CAB

We accept all major credit cards

All prices + VAT

Mobile: 0788 5077168

Logan McMaster, N. Ireland

www.lmcmaster.com

New Ford Safety Cab doors available
for 3, 4, 5 & 7000 tractors

STEPHEN ROBINSON LTD

STEPHEN ROBINSON (TRACTORS) LTD
ESTABLISHED 1929 - EXPORTING SINCE THE 1970’S

andrew@stephenrobinson.com
Tel: 02892 689464 • Mobile: 07713 678650

www.stephenrobinson.com

FORD TRACTOR SPARES

FULL RANGE OF NEW AND USED
CAB SPARES AND MECHANICAL
PARTS AVAILABLE

PICK-UP-HITCH AND DRAW BARS
1000 Series, 100 Series, 10 Series, 40 Series,
2WD & 4WD

WHEELS AND TYRES
Large selection of Ford & County Rims & Tyres

FORDS WANTED FOR EXPORT

NEW Super Q
& Q Cab seals
new rubber seals for
all Ford Cabs

Ford Major disc brakes & brake shoes..........................................................................£POA

Hara cab parts (doors,window frames,door locks,handles,wings and lights) Propshafts,

universal joints, front hub parts & rebuilt hubs.

Rear axle casings,gears and seals, steering parts, transfers..........................................£POA

Victor cab,doors & window frames...............................................................................£POA

Super Four front Weight..............................................................................................£POA

County 1184 Front wafer weights................................................................................£POA

County 1124 non-cab footplates.................................................................................£POA

ADVERTISING

CALL RUSSELL ON 

OR EMAIL

IT PAYS

RUSSELL.BEDFORD@TALKMEDIASALES.CO.UK

01732 445328 

DOESN’T COST
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T
hanks to Simon Fenwick’s 
efforts, a blue plaque was 
unveiled in Albert Street, 

Fleet, Hampshire on October 13th, 
2019, commemorating the 90th 
anniversary of the founding of 
County Commercial Cars Ltd. 

Members of the founding Tapp 
family were present for the occasion, 
together with many County fans, and 
everyone was delighted that, at last, 
County has some offi cial recognition 
for everything it did in the town 
of Fleet, where it was the largest 
employer.

T
he forthcoming Somerset Vintage 
& Classic Tractor Show, to be held 
at the Bath & West Showground, 

Shepton Mallet, on January 25-26th, 
2020, not only always raises plenty of 
money for charity, but also boasts plenty 
of Ford and Fordsons among the many 
exhibits.

This indoor, static tractor show enjoys 
great support from a good variety of 
trade stands selling tools, models and 
spare parts. Another major attraction is 
the popular vintage collective auction, 
held on the 25th and run by HJ Pugh & 
Co, which usually sees 1,000+ lots under 
the hammer. Visit hjpugh.com for further 
details.

The 2019 show raised £10,000 for 
local charities, including £2,500 to 
Chemotherapy Chair, Yeovil Hospital 
Charity Appeal and £2,500 to the Dorset 
and Somerset Air Ambulance. The 
organisers aim to donate similar sums 
following the 2020 event. 

Entrance prices will be £8 for adults, £6 
for OAPs and £4 for children. Entry forms 
are available from somersettractorshow.
com, or by calling Nick Bryne on 01749 
860514 or Mike Marshall on 07976 
535762.

SOMERSET
VINTAGE 

IMPORTANT 
CORRECTIONS  

W
e’ve been asked to correct 
several inaccuracies which 
unfortunately slipped through 

the net and appeared in Issue 93, 
concerning the National Vintage Tractor 
Road Run 2020, being held in South 
Wales. 

We should clarify that the Glamorgan 
Vintage Tractor Club is organising the 
event, not the Glamorgan Iron Horse 
Vintage Society, as was stated. Also, 
there will be two charities benefi tting from 
the proceeds, which are the Wales Air 
Ambulance and Marie Curie.

Finally, the spelling of the event’s 
venue should, of course, have read 
‘Pencoed’. The magazine apologises for 
any confusion caused by these mistakes, 
and wishes the event every success. 
Readers can get the latest event news on 
Facebook, by searching for NVTRR 2020, 
or fi nd out more directly from chairman, 
Wayne Griffi ths, on 07866 495064.

RECOGNISED 
AT LAST!

Simon Fenwick with the much-needed 
blue plaque that’s been unveiled in 
Albert Street, Fleet, commemorating 
what County did for the town. 

J
ohn and Anne Bates are pleased to announce that the 2020 WNTRR will be 
based in Rhos-on-Sea, North Wales, and is set to take place on Sunday, June 
14th, 2020. The event will be under the leadership of Welsh National regular, 

Gareth Lloyd, and his team. More details will follow, as and when we get them.

WELSH NATIONAL 2020

COUNTY PLAQUES AVAILABLE

P
eter Love had a number of extra plaques made to commemorate the County 
90 and Roadless 100 anniversary display, staged at the 2019 Great Dorset 
Steam Fair. 

There are currently 30 of these left, and these are available for £5 each 
(including postage and packing). If you’d like one, then please give Peter a call on 
01323 833125.

One of 30 commemorative County/Roadless plaques still available. If you want 
one, hurry up!

COUNTY PLAQUES AVAILABLE
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NEWS

Ray Frampton

R
ay Frampton was certainly a ‘gentle 
giant’, and well known to FFA 

members. He always had a smile on his 
face and made everyone feel welcome 
whenever they saw him.

After serving his National Service in 
the RAF, he trained as a graphic designer 
then worked on newspapers for much of 
his life. He and his wife, Audrey, joined the 
Horsham Historic in 1975, and were also 
great Morris Register members, travelling 
extensively in their 1935 Morris Eight. 

The pair were great organisers and, 
when the Southern Counties Historic 
Preservation Trust lost its way regarding 
the South of England Showground steam 
and vehicle rally, they were there to pick 
up the pieces. 

They led the Horsham Historics with the 
Morris Register to recreate this event with 
great success, particularly in the 1990s, 
and the tractor section was very popular 
indeed, with many Fordsons attending

Sadly, Audrey died some years ago, but 
Ray, as chairman of the Horsham Historic, 

OBITUARIES
rallied the troops through troubled waters 
when the Ardingly Spectacular eventually 
became unviable. 

He was a regular at many events 
including the GDSF, and a great supporter 
of the preservation. He will be hugely 
missed, and we send our condolences.          

Nick Hollingsworth

N
ick Hollingsworth, who sadly died 
recently, ran the family Ford main 

dealerships in Hastings and Bexhill, East 
Sussex, for a great many years. Here they 
sold tractors, commercial vehicles and cars, 
from the Fordson N right through to the 
Ford 10 series. 

All of us at F&FT send our condolences to 
his family.  

Terry Simmonds

T
erry Simmonds (76), a major tractor 
collector from Crowborough, East 

Sussex, was a friendly, dedicated, hard-
worker, who spent his time in the building 
and plant mechanical industry. He was 
also the former chairman of South Eastern 
Vintage Agricultural Club, and was excellent 
at bringing people together and keeping 
things going. 

He designed a small, hydraulic excavator, 
for which he sold the patent after building 
a dozen or more. He also restored many 
Ford and Muir Hill tractors and machinery – 
every one to a high standard. 

Terry will be greatly missed by so many 
people, and all of us here at F&FT send 
our condolences to his wife, Judith, sons 
Ross, Nathan and Ollie, and the rest of            
his family.  

George West

G
eorge West sadly died recently, aged 
92. He began restoring tractors in 

1972, including some of the models he 
drove in his youth, such as the Standard 
Fordson N.

His whole life was connected to 
tractors and commercial vehicles, and his 
fi nal working years were spent operating 
a Ford D Series skip wagon on scrap 
collections, which he loved!

When his grandsons – Oliver and 
Austin – were old enough, they could be 
found in the workshop with granddad, 
working together on their Fordson Ns. 

He will be missed by his son, David, 
and grandsons, and we all send our 
condolences at this time. 

I 
have been a Ford & 
Fordson Association 
member since 2014 

and am, at the moment, 
restoring a Pre-Force 3000 
tractor.

Happily, I’ve got most of 
the parts that I need, but 
there is one item that’s 
proving a real struggle to 
fi nd, so I’m hoping that 
a fellow reader might be 
able to help with sourcing 
information, or even the 
part itself. 

The item I’m searching 
for is the rubber boot/cover 
that fi ts over the safety 
switch on the gearbox. If 
anyone could point me in 
the right direction, it would 
be much appreciated. I 
can be contacted via the 
magazine.
Evan Williams

CRY FOR
HELP!

Can anyone help with sourcing a gearbox safety switch rubber boot for the Pre-Force 3000?
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COMMENT

Phil Moston's 
E1A Major fi tted 
with a Perkins P6, 
photographed at 
the 2015 Tractor 
World. This is a 
conversion that 
really looks ‘right'.

I
n the August/September issue, I talked 
about some of the problems tractor 
owners may encounter when registering 
a vehicle with the Driver Licensing Agency 

(DVLA) and, hopefully, how to avoid them. 
However, the feedback I've had since has 
highlighted that there were several situations 
not covered, so here are four more important 
points to remedy that.

1. The DVLA authorises clubs to validate 
applications under the V765 scheme, or 
for age-related plates. A nominated person 
has to provide the DVLA with examples of 
the evidence that they use, and receive an 
annual questionnaire. The DVLA specifi es 
what evidence is acceptable to them and will 
not, for example, normally accept evidence 
gathered from the internet. What's more, this 
authorisation only applies to 
vehicle manufacturers that 
are no longer in existence, 
or have ceased to produce 
that class of vehicle. So, for 
example, Ford and Fordson 
tractors are authorised, but 
New Holland machines are not.

2. The dating certifi cate, or letter 
accompanying an application, is time-
sensitive, and you'd be surprised how many 
registration applications are rejected simply 
because the dating certifi cate is deemed 
to be too old. So, the moral is, once you 
receive the paperwork needed to make your 
application, don't delay!  

3. There's also some confusion surround Q 
plates. Suppose you buy a tractor with one, 
but would prefer an age-related registration 
instead, what are the prospects for that? 
Well, a while ago, the DVLA stated that if 

a Q plate had been on a vehicle for over a 
year, then it wouldn't consider applications 
for reinstating an original registration mark, 
even if acceptable evidence for that became 
available. Furthermore, applications had to 
be made by the same person who'd been 
allocated the Q plate.  

However, following representations from 
The Federation of British Historic Vehicle 
Clubs, this edict was withdrawn but, based 
on my experience (certainly if the application 
is for an age-related registration), there's no 
certainty that it will succeed.

4. The registering of tractors fi tted with 
non-original engines, or sporting other exotic 
modifi cations, is evidently another cause for 
concern among owners, about registrations. 
However, the DVLA seems to take a fairly 

relaxed view about an engine being replaced; 
it sensibly realises that tractors are working 
machines and that parts inevitably wear out.  

The problem is that Fordsons up until the 
introduction of the X worldwide series in 
1965 (except E27N Majors fi tted with Perkins 
P6 engines and Dextas), featured a chassis 
number and engine number that were one 
and the same. This had been the case 
since 1917. But when Fordson introduced 
its factory-reconditioned engine service for 
the E27N in 1949 – because dealers were 
struggling to recondition units quickly enough 
– the original engine number was supposed 

to be stamped on the replacement engine, to 
preserve the chassis number with the vehicle. 
In practice, of course, this often didn't happen, 
resulting in the number being ‘lost'.  

Fortunately, from the point when factory-
fi tted P6 engines became available in the 
E27N, (including the early E1A Majors), 
they had a VIN plate attached showing the 
chassis number. But this was dropped in the 
mid-1950s, roughly from the time the engine 
number migrated from being stamped near 
the starter motor, to a new position under 
number one injector. Dexta serial numbers 
were always stamped on the bell housing 
fl ange. 

From the introduction of the E27N, major 
castings bear a code indicating the day, 
month and year it was cast but, before that, 

only the day and month were 
given, which is of little help 
when dating a Fordson N or 
F – particularly if the original 
engine is missing.

I'm sure many of you are 
now nodding your heads 

sagely, having seen the problem if somebody 
grafts a Rolls-Royce Merlin engine into a Major. 
But it's worse than you think, as there are 
lots of E1A Majors running around fi tted with 
perfectly genuine 4D engines, that started life 
in a compressor or similar piece of kit.

If you have one of these – or something 
more esoteric – that you want to register for 
the road, please call me on 01787 277316 
during the day (or between 7-8pm in the 
evenings), and I will do my best to help you. 
But always remember that much will depend 
on the individual circumstances, which must 
comply with the DVLA's guidelines.

 You'd be surprised how many registration 
applications are rejected simply because the 
dating certificate is deemed to be too old 

PAT PAWSEY
… offers some further helpful clarifi cation on the potentially confusing issue of old tractor registrations 
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T
here’s something rather amazing 
about being able to spend just a 
couple of thousand pounds to buy 
yourself a fully-functioning and still 

usable machine from the Second World 
War. Admittedly, I’m not talking about a 
Hawker Hurricane or a Churchill tank, 
but it’s arguable that, in its own way, the 
diminutive Fordson Model N tractor, played 
just as much of a part in the result of the 
war as either of those two more widely 
recognised mechanical heroes.

The Fordson Model N was introduced 
in 1929, as a replacement for the Model 
F. Production began in Cork, Ireland, but 
switched to Dagenham, Essex, just three 

years later, where it continued until the 
model’s demise, in 1945. Undoubtedly, 
the Model N had become very long in the 
tooth by the mid-1940s and its replacement, 
the E27N, was certainly a better and more 
capable tractor. 

However, that’s not meant as any 
sort of slight against the Model N, which 
should be regarded as a landmark model. 
Its uncomplaining efforts during the hard 
war years were instrumental in helping to 
keep the UK fed and, for many farmers, 
the Model N was their fi rst experience with 
mechanical power. It was the machine that 
weaned them away from working the land 
with horses and, for those reasons alone, it 

deserves a cherished place in the history of 
these islands. 

Hardy survivor
In reality, the Model N wasn’t all that 
different from the Model F it succeeded, 
and the design of that tractor stretched 
right back to 1917. Nevertheless, it was 
very successful; a machine that was built to 
work and last. The fact that so many of the 
nearly a quarter of a million that were built, 
went on working for 10, 20 and even 30 
years beyond their sell-by date, is testament 
enough to the quality of the original design.

But, as a direct consequence of that 
often-extended working life, many Model 

Chris Graham gets under the skin of the Fordson Model N, to discover 
more about buying and owning one of these iconic little vintage tractors

THE UNSUNG HE
F&FT DEC 2019/JAN 2020
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G HERO!

This 1935 Model N belongs to Nick Bryne and has been superbly 
restored and fi nished in Empire Blue and contrasting orange paint.

Ns were kept running with a hotch-potch 
of replacement parts taken from other 
models. So, it’s common nowadays to 
fi nd examples that have been fi tted with 
both older and newer parts to keep them 
running. Back in the day, farmers did what 
was necessary to ensure their machines 
stayed operational, with understandably 
little regard for originality. Being a working, 
utility vehicle, the fi ner points of correct 
mechanical specifi cation were very low on 
the list of priorities; the primary aim was 
always to keep the tractor useful, usually on 
the absolute minimum of budget.

Nowadays, anyone who fancies buying 
a Model N is faced with the choice between 
an already restored machine, or one that’s 
still awaiting that process. In either case, 
whether or not the tractor will be ‘right’ in 
terms of specifi cation, is the big question. 

Of course, much depends on your own 
objectives and expectations. Are you after 
an up-and-running machine simply to have 
some fun with at a few local shows and 
the odd ploughing match? Or is your aim 
to own a correctly specifi ed Model N that 
accurately resembles the tractor that left the 
factory in Cork or Dagenham?         

For some experience-based insight 
into the do’s and don’ts of buying, I took 
a trip to Somerset to consult Model N 
enthusiast, owner and restorer, Nick 
Bryne. He currently owns three Model Ns, 
and knows the tractor inside out, having 
restored each one of them to a very high 
standard. The fi rst buying-related point he 
made was that buyers must expect existing 
owners to make all sorts of claims for the 
tractors they’re selling, regarding originality 
and restoration. In reality, though, the fact 

that these machines have all changed 
hands so many times in the past, makes it 
impossible in most cases to be completely 
sure about an individual machine’s history. 
So take things with a pinch of salt, and 
make decisions based on what you see in 
front of you.

Renovation prospects    
The good news, however, is that the 
relative simplicity of the Model N’s design 
means that more or less every vehicle is 
recoverable, assuming you have the budget, 
time and patience needed for the project. 
Nevertheless, it’s important to approach 
ownership of one of these ageing machines 
with your eyes wide open. Given that you 
could be buying a machine that’s 90 years 
old, your expectations regarding on-going 
ownership, reliability levels and maintenance 
requirements must be realistic.

Nick advises that any buyer should 
do as much research as possible before 
spending any cash. “It’s important to be 
aware of what the machine you’re interested 
in should and shouldn’t be fi tted with. There 
are plenty of good reference books, and 
lots of existing owners and experts within 
the Ford & Fordson Association, who will be 
happy to help with advice and information,” 
he told me.     

“The reality now is that the chances of 
fi nding a good, original and unmolested 
Model N are next to nil. Almost all now will 

Years produced 1929-1932 in Cork, Ireland

 1933-1945 in Dagenham, Essex

Engine 267cu in. (4,379cc)

Power output  21hp

Fuel Petrol or TVO or lamp oil

Paint colours 1929-1931:  Grey

                           1932: Sir John Burr blue

 (transitional tractors)

                           1932-1937: Empire Blue/Orange

 (Essex cart colours)

 1937-1940: Harvest Gold

                           1940-on: Green 

Length 102in

Width 63in 

Wheelbase 63in

Height  55in (exhaust type dependant)

Weight 3,600lbs (1,636kg)

Number made Cork   31,453

 Dagenham 204,493

Total 235,946

FORDSON MODEL N TECH SPECS

 Its uncomplaining 
efforts during the hard 
war years were 
instrumental in helping to 
keep the UK fed  
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have some non-standard parts fi tted – 
perhaps a glass-bowl fuel tap, a fuel tank 
from a later model or the wrong magneto – 
but how important are such details to you? 
If it’s a running machine that you can use 
and enjoy, and it’s selling for a price you can 
afford, then it could be a good choice.

“A traditionalist, on the other hand, will 
want all the detail to be correct, and will 
relish the challenge involved in tracking 

down the parts necessary to bring their 
machine back to ‘as new’ condition. Both 
ownership approaches have their pros and 
cons but, arguably, the most important 
factor is that as many tractors as possible 
are preserved and kept running.”

Buying pointers
As well as all the usual pre-purchase checks 
(steering play, kingpin wear, tyre condition, 

presence of corrosion etc), there are several 
Model N-specifi c points which buyers 
should be aware of. For a start, with these 
tractors no longer having to work for a living, 
there isn’t the same pressure to keep them 
going through necessity. Couple this with 
the fact that values remain relatively low, and 
you have a situation where less sympathetic 
owners are reluctant to spend much money 
on an ailing Model N. Mechanical faults that 
can be relatively expensive to repair get 
ignored – as do many cosmetic issues – 
because there’s a growing perception now 
that these models simply aren’t worth the 
investment needed to bring them back up 
to scratch. 

“Model Ns being sold today will often 
be suffering with lots of niggling (and 
sometimes more serious) issues, which the 

Buying a Model N is all about the detail. With so many parts being interchangeable 
with those from earlier and later models, it’s important to recognise if things like 
the front axle, exhaust, wheels, wings and steering wheel are correct for the year of 
manufacture.

I bought my fi rst Model N – a 1944 
industrial version – in 1984, although 
I’d owned an E27N before this. I’ve 
always been a Ford man (cars and 
tractors) but fi rst got involved with the 
tractor side of things because a friend 
had an E27N half-track. My interest 
has developed steadily since then, 
and I still have the original E27N.

After I’d restored that fi rst Model N 
industrial, my appetite was well and truly 
whetted, and I bought two more Ns – 
1944 and 1935 models – both of which 
are now fully restored to as near original 
condition as I can get them. My aim has 
never been to restore tractors for re-sale, 
and the only time I sell things is if I’ve 
bought a machine as a parts donor. After 
I’ve removed what I need, I’ll then break 
what’s left and sell the parts, or move the 
vehicle on as one if there’s a buyer for it.

Fordsons have always been the tractor 
for me, and I really enjoy working on the 

vintage models. 
I have so much 
experience on 
these tractors 
now that I feel 
completely 
at home 
dealing with 
all aspects of 
their renovation. 
I work on 
newer tractors for a living, so I appreciate 
the contrast and genuinely prefer 
working on my older machines.

I’ve developed a real attachment to 
the Fordson Model N over the past 35 
years, and can’t ever see myself not 
having one or two in the shed. If I was 
forced to choose a favourite, I’d go for 
my green, 1944 narrow-wing model. That 
tractor was such a mess when I bought 
it about 12 years ago, and I and my two 
sons worked hard to bring it back to life.

OWNER’S VIEW: NICK BRYNE

newer tractors for a living, so I appreciate 

vintage models. 

their renovation. 

newer tractors for a living, so I appreciate newer tractors for a living, so I appreciate 

The type of tow hitch fi tted is a point 
worth noting. As standard, Fordson fi tted 
a straightforward plate on the Model 
N, but the Russell adaptive drawbar (as 
seen here) is a far more desirable and 
versatile option.

 The relative simplicity of the Model N’s design means 
that more or less every vehicle is recoverable 

At the bottom end of the market, it’s 
still possible to fi nd entry-level Model 
Ns selling for £300-£400. But these 
tractors are unlikely to be runners, and 
will probably have bits missing, too. 

To buy a running Model N which 
is all there, but in need of work, 
you should expect to pay at least 
£1,200. However, with Model Ns 
at this price, you must expect it 
to be fi tted with various incorrect 
parts, and be prepared to spend 
some money if you want to bring 
it back to the correct specifi cation 
for its year of manufacture.

At the top of the market these 
days, a really good Model N will 
typically fetch about £4,000.

WHAT TO PAY?
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previous owner never felt it was worthwhile 
dealing with,” Nick explained. “This is a 
great shame as, ultimately, such problems 
only ever get worse, and have an inevitable, 
knock-on and detrimental effect on the 
overall condition of the machine.

“A common problem that afflicts the 
Model N relates to the electrical system 
and, in particular, the magneto. Problems 
with this cause engine cut-outs and 
starting difficulties when hot. Originally, 
the tractor was fitted with a Bosch unit 
which performed very well but became 
unobtainable once the war broke out. So 
Fordson switched to the Lucas GJ4 unit 
during the war years, but this was found by 
many to be a good deal less reliable, even 
though it performed well in Morris cars 
of the period. As a consequence of this, 
and the extra cost involved in switching 
back to a Bosch unit, lots of tractors were 
subsequently fitted with the Lucas RF4 
magneto, when it became available.

“It is possible to test the magneto, by 
driving it using an electric drill (or on a lathe), 
then monitoring the output as the body of 
the unit is heated using a hot air gun (to 
simulate the heat effect associated with 
real-life operation). The problem is that the 
copper coils inside the magneto become 
cracked with age and, when exposed to 
heat, the wires expand which opens the gap 
and breaks the circuit. Allowing the unit to 
cool again closes the gap, the voltage starts 
flowing again and the engine can be started.

“Talking of the engine, the age of these 
tractors means that internal, mechanical 
wear can be a serious issue (piston rings, 
bores, bearings etc). If you decide to buy a 

Nick Bryne’s trio of beautifully restored Model Ns; the green 1944 model in the background, the 1944 Industrial model in the centre, 
and the blue and red 1935 model in the foreground.

tractor with a badly worn engine – that can 
be heard knocking – then be prepared for 
the fact that the cost of getting a specialist 
to put that right is likely to exceed the value 
of the tractor.”

Bearing wear
“The bearings inside the transmission are 
another relatively common wear point on 
the Model N. Replacements are available, 
but fitting is a big and potentially expensive 
job if you’re paying somebody else to do it. 
Front axles are something to be wary of, as 

well. There were two types used by Fordson 
on the Model N – a straight one and a 
bowed version. There have been instances 
where the bowed version has been wrongly 
fitted to a Model N that was designed for a 
straight one, resulting in a ride height that’s 
far too low. 

“The brake and clutch are operated by 
one pedal on this tractor – the first portion 
of the pedal travel operates the clutch while 
movement beyond that operates the brakes. 
It’s a transmission brake fitted to this model 
which, despite the age of the design, can 
still be reasonably effective assuming wear 
levels aren’t excessive. However, worn 
brakes are commonly found simply because 
of the cost involved in putting them right.

“Replacement parts are available, 
but fitting them can be an issue for less 
experienced owners. The tractor has to be 
split, so that the front of the transmission 
can be pulled off to gain the necessary 
access. But the job is doable on a DIY 
basis and, once again, there’s always help 
at the end of the phone from the many, 
mechanically-minded FFA members.

“As I’ve already mentioned, the Model 
N’s electrical system is very rudimentary. 
All it consists of is the magneto and the 
four leads running to the spark plugs. 

The simplest of controls on this 1935 
Model N. The four-spoke steering wheel 
with coated rim is correct four the 
period. Wartime models got a radiator-
mounted temperature gauge.

 Back in the day, owners 
of tractors like the Model 
N would happily mix and 
match parts when 
problems arose  
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The one exception to this simplicity is the 
industrial version, which was equipped for 
road running, so included lights and a horn 
that complicate the electrical system to                    
a degree.

“At a more general level, a common 
mistake that buyers make when looking at 
a prospective purchase is failing to check 
that the back wheels are a matching pair. 
Back in the day, owners of tractors like 

the Model N would happily mix and match 
parts when problems arose, and do so as 
cheaply as possible. So, if a wheel or tyre 
got damaged, a farmer would often opt 
to take a replacement off an older tractor, 
regardless of whether it was a matching 
wheel or not. First-time buyers, carried away 
with the excitement of viewing the tractor, 
can fail to notice such details, so always 
take your time when assessing a tractor.” 

Other details
Nick continued: “Steering wheel designs 
ranged over the years, with subtle changes 
being made during the model’s production 
life. All Model Ns should be fi tted with a 
four-spoke, not a three-spoke version 
from a Major. The earliest, Cork-made 
models featured much heavier spokes and 
additional drillings on the back boss. The 
steering wheels on ‘water-washer’ models 
had a powder-coated rim while, on later 
models, Fordson switched to a tubular 
steel rim, with indentations pressed into 
it and a coating for added grip. After this, 
a Bakelite-like coating was added which, 
of course, hardens, cracks and falls off               
with age.

“It’s also sensible to take a few minutes 
to check for wear at the business end of the 
starting handle. While the tip of the handle 
itself isn’t usually a problem (a worn pin can 
be replaced), the dog tooth that it engages 
with on the front pulley needs to be in good 
order. This inevitably wears with age, until 
it becomes so rounded-off that it becomes 
impossible to turn the engine. New pulleys 
aren’t available, so the options are either 
to source a good, secondhand one, or to 
carefully re-shape the original with a grinder 
to create a new ‘tooth’, although there’s 
only really enough metal to do this once.”

Overall, then, given the relatively 
minor nature of the problems that 
characteristically affl ict the Model N, it’s 
actually quite hard to make a serious 
mistake when buying one. The fact that 
you don’t have to invest thousands to 
secure an entry-level runner means that 
buyers are comfortingly insulated from 
fi nancial disaster. However, it’s important 
to appreciate that there can be signifi cant 
repair/restoration costs involved if you’re 
set on producing a pristine and age-
appropriate example. What’s more, with 
values as they are, Model N renovation is 
very unlikely to prove profi table; essentially, 
it needs to be a labour of love.

Given the historical importance of 
this tractor, its mechanical simplicity 
and the fact that it remains an utterly 
usable proposition up to 90 years after 
manufacture, it’s diffi cult to understand why 
values aren’t much higher. Nick has some 
interesting views on the subject. “There’s 
a growing demand for easy-to-live-with 
options,” he told me. “Many new owners 

Narrow wings were a wartime economy measure, to save as much steel as possible 
for the war effort. The radiator blind was a common feature to speed engine warming.

The industrial version was equipped for road running, with lights and a horn. The 
electrical system is correspondingly more complicated.
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 It’s a neatly styled, 
attractive little tractor that 
played an important part 
in history, and lived to tell 
the tale  
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want to turn a key to get their tractor going, 
not swing a handle. Starting the Model 
N’s engine involves a specific, multi-stage 
procedure, which some find off-putting.” 

Getting started
“The engine has to be primed and started 
on petrol, then switched over to TVO once 
it’s properly warmed. What’s more, every 
engine tends to have its own particular 
foibles, which owners can only appreciate 
with experience. So, the method for getting 
one started is likely to vary slightly from 
engine to engine; it’s a case of getting to 
know your motor, how it runs and what 
needs to be tweaked when it doesn’t.

“There also seems to be less tolerance 
among tractor buyers these days 
towards unreliability. New owners want 
their machines to be trouble-free and 
straightforward to take to shows, and ever 

fewer want to be messing around with TVO; 
so newer, diesel-powered machines from 
the ‘classic’ period are more in demand 
than older tractors from the vintage era. 

“In my view, Model N owners must 
be prepared to put the effort in. It’s not 
the sort of tractor that responds well to 
being shut away in a shed and ignored 
for months at a time. These old Ford 
engines require nurturing and mechanical 
sympathy, and can never be taken for 
granted. In practice, the reality is that very 
few Model N owners are lucky enough 
to own a tractor that will perform with 
complete reliability on every occasion. 
Getting even close to that situation requires 
a level of attention to detail that, regrettably, 
fewer and fewer owners seem able to 
deliver, nowadays.”

Having said all that, the charm offered 
by a Model N – whatever its condition – is 

MODEL N MILESTONES
■ In 1929 Ford’s tractor production 
moved from Dearborn, Michigan to 
Cork, Ireland, and the Model N was 
introduced, finished in grey paint.

■ Model N boasted a 3hp power 
increase compared to the outgoing 
Model F. Cooling system (water 
pump added) and electrics (high-
tension magneto) also upgraded. 
Larger water-washer air cleaner 
specified, with domed top.

■ Heavier front axle and wheels 
included to help minimise the 
risk of front-end lifting.    

■ Production of Model N moved to 
Ford’s Dagenham, Essex factory in 
1932. In 1933, the colour scheme 
changed to dark blue with red wheels. 

■ Other improvements made included 
shortening the wings (re-locating 
the toolbox to the dash area or on 
the nearside of the engine). Shorter 
wings improved turning ability when 
towing an implement. Clutch pedal 
moved and seat positioned further 
back to aid implement operation. 

■ A PTO was added in 1934 and 
the option of inflatable tyres arrived 
a year later, as an alternative to 
steel wheels with spade lugs.

■ Factory switched to ‘Harvest Gold’ 
(orange) paint for the Model N in 1937. 
A higher-compression cylinder head 
was also fitted, to produce more power 
and run on the more efficient tractor 
vapourising oil (TVO). New, vertical 
air intake and exhaust stacks added 
on either side of the engine, and the 
water-washer air cleaner system was 
replaced by a new, oil bath-based 
system (eliminating freezing risk).

■ Fordson changed from conspicuous, 
Harvest Gold paint to a less obvious 
dark green, once war broke out in 
1939. Wartime shortages also resulted 
in narrower wings but a radiator-top 
temperature gauge was added.

■ Model N production ended in 
the summer of 1945, with a total 
of 235,000 having been built.

undeniable. It’s a neatly styled, attractive 
little tractor that played an important part 
in history, and lived to tell the tale. So, if 
you fancy a slice of genuine agricultural 
aristocracy, and hanker after running a 
tractor of which you can be genuinely 
proud, then you really should be giving a 
Model N some serious consideration.  ■

This 1935 Model N is fitted with the early, low-slung exhaust. A variety of exhaust 
and manifold options was using during the production run, all of which are 
interchangeable.

Starting and running instructions were 
helpfully provided on the fuel tank of 
wartime models, to remind and help less 
experienced users keep the machines 
running as reliably as possible.

This is the Lucas GJ4 magneto that 
was fitted to the Model N following the 
outbreak of WW2. In practice, it wasn’t 
a great performer, perhaps due to its 
exposed position.

BUYING GUIDE
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SCOTTISH TREATS
Robert Ironside has been a Ford and Fordson 
enthusiast since childhood, and has gathered 
and restored an impressive collection of 
tractors since then. This is his story

B
eing brought up in a family of 
vintage vehicle enthusiasts 
meant that I was surrounded 
by old cars, motorbikes, 

lorries and tractors for my entire 
childhood. I remember visiting the 
Bon Accord Steam & Vintage Rally 
at the age of six, and spotting my 
fi rst Fordson E27N at that event. 
This tractor’s unique, vibrant orange 
wheels, and striking Oxford Blue 

paint, made such an impression on me 
that the memory of it remains strong in 
my mind to this day. 

As a result of that early experience, I 
wanted a blue and orange tractor, and 
that was that; the die was cast! After 
leaving school, I went and worked as 
an apprentice at a local heavy goods 
vehicle garage, and managed to save 
up enough money to allow me to start 
looking for a tractor to buy. 

Super Major arrives
I think it was in 1993 that I came across 
– and bought – a 1963 Fordson Super 
Major, which proved to be the fi rst of 
many tractors that I’ve owned since. 
When I got it home, though, it was found 
to be in rather a poor state; I quickly 
realised that it was going to take a lot 
of hard work to bring it up to the high 
standard that I was after. 

So, for the next few months of its life, 
this tractor underwent a major rebuild, 
and was subjected to a full respray 
which consumed about two gallons of 
paint overall. However, all the effort was 
worth it and, once fi nished, it looked 
truly beautiful. It was rallied for a couple 
of years following the restoration and, 

Robert’s 1954 Fordson Diesel Major, which he 

converted himself.
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COLLECTION SPOTLIGHT

Robert Ironside’s Ford and 
Fordson tractor collection 
has been built up carefully 
over the past 26 years.

 I came across – and bought 
– a 1963 Fordson Super Major, 
which proved to be the first of 
many tractors that I’ve           
owned since  
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COLLECTION SPOTLIGHT
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I’m happy to say, was much admired 
wherever it went. 

Then, in May 1995, I heard of a 1947 
petrol/paraffi n Fordson E27N that was 
for sale. It was being sold by another 
vintage tractor enthusiast, who’d bought 
it at a Cheffi ns sale in Cambridge. A deal 
was struck, and my second Fordson had 
arrived. 

Hands-on encounter
This tractor had already been restored 
at some point in the past, but had been 
allowed to deteriorate into a bit of a 
mess. So, after getting it home and 
discovering that it didn’t run, my initial 
mechanical investigation revealed that 
the problem lay with the Lucas magneto; 
it wasn’t sparking. 

This tractor gave me my fi rst, hands-
on, mechanical encounter with a petrol/
paraffi n engine, and set me on an 
interesting learning curve. After fi xing 
the engine issues, I fi lled the tank with 
petrol, gave the engine a few swings and 
she roared into life. I was ecstatic but, 
unfortunately, my happiness was short-
lived. 

As I fi lled the radiator with the seven 
gallons of coolant necessary, the engine 
began to cough and splutter, and then 
lost a cylinder. So, with the engine just 
about still running, I drained the radiator 
again, which returned the engine to 
normal, four-cylinder operation. 

Evidently, there was a problem that 
would require some more workshop time 
to sort out, and my fi rst thought was that 
a blown cylinder head gasket had to be 
at the root of the trouble. However, to my 
horror, further investigation revealed that 
the cylinder head was actually cracked. 
Fortunately, though, after getting in 
contact with the seller, I got hold of a 
replacement and fi tted it with the original, 
copper gasket. Thankfully, that brought 
the engine back to life in good order, and 
all seemed well.

After a ground-up restoration and the 
passing of nearly 25 years, I’m pleased 
to report that this tractor still starts fi rst 
time, and continues to look just as good 
as it ever did. Admittedly, there have 
been a few touch-ups to the paintwork 
here and there over the intervening 
years, but the biggest change was 
the fi tting of the new wings that I 
manufactured, back in 2015.

Fordson N search
In July 1997, I found myself on the hunt 
for Fordson N. I’d heard there was one 
for sale in a local village but, by the time 
I made an inquiry, it had already been 
sold. There was, however, a  Perkins 
L4-engined E27N still available, and this 

was a model that I’d never really thought 
about buying. So I made the decision 
and bought the tractor, even though I 
knew that it had been sitting outside for 
many years.

I set off to collect it the following 
weekend, towing a trailer with my Super 
Major. I also took a couple of batteries 
with me but, rather amazingly, the L4 

RIGHT: Robert bought this 1950 
Fordson E27N Perkins L4 in 1997, but 
it wasn’t back on the road until 2017.

This immaculate, 1943 Fordson N had to wait 10 years for its exacting restoration.

at the root of the trouble. However, to my 

replacement and fi tted it with the original, 

I set off to collect it the following 
weekend, towing a trailer with my Super 
Major. I also took a couple of batteries 
with me but, rather amazingly, the L4 
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burst into life with very little persuasion. 
What’s more, I was able to drive her 
on to the trailer, and the journey home 
was uneventful. As with my previous 
E27N, this one had already undergone 
a restoration in the past, but was now in 
need of a bit of a tidy-up. 

So, it got a respray as soon as it 
was safely in my workshop, and I 
was able to take it to a show the 
following weekend! It certainly wasn’t 
perfect, though, and the engine had 
low oil pressure. As a result, I didn’t 
use it again and put it into storage, 
where it sat for a good few years. It was 
the prospect of the 100th Anniversary 
celebrations of Ford and Fordson which 
spurred me into action. There was 
an event being organised at a local 
agricultural show in 2017, and I became 
determined to display that tractor there, 
which I did.

But 1997 was also the year that I 
bought a diesel-powered Fordson Major, 
which had reached the end of its time 
working on a local golf course. A deal 
was struck and, yet again, another 
Fordson was added to the collection. 

This one had a badly worn front axle, 
and the tin work was in a seriously poor 
condition. Because of these factors, 
it was left dormant in the shed until 
quite recently, when I decided to start 
working on her again.

Engine issues
By the year 2000, I still hadn’t found a 
Fordson N but then – out of the blue 
– one came up for grabs at a Cheffi ns 
sale in Harrogate. It was a 1943 model 
and I bought it with its original buff 
logbook. My initial impression was that 
it seemed to be in reasonably good 
condition but, after getting it home 
and having a proper look at it, it soon 
became apparent that the tractor had 
been the subject of a restoration that 
hadn’t been completed as well as I 
would have hoped. 

Nevertheless, I ploughed-on with 
that project as best I could, but the 
engine was constantly leaking oil and 
water from every conceivable seal, 
and making a mess wherever it went. 
In the end, I concluded that there was 
no option but to strip and rebuild the 
engine, repairing every fault as I went. 
However, this all coincided with me 
building my house and getting married, 
which meant that the tractors had to 
be put to one side for a while. Then, 
the natural progression of things meant 

that children soon followed, putting 
even greater pressure on both time and 
money, so all my restoration work came 
to a grinding halt.

Fast-forward about 10 years, and I 
started to fi nd myself with a bit of spare 
time and money on my hands, so I was 
fi nally able to get back to the restoration 
of the Fordson N. My father, middle 
son and I spent the next two years 
renovating every aspect of that tractor; 
everything from the replacement of the 
radiator core to fi tting new wings and 
footplates (which I fabricated myself). 

Eventually fi nished!
The job was completed with the careful 
application of two gallons of green, 
synthetic paint, and the fi tting of new 
tyres to all four wheels. The project 
was fi nished in 2015, and we wasted 
little time in getting it out and about to 
events across Scotland. Evidently the 
work we’d done was up to scratch, 
and the tractor won prizes at shows 
all over the country, from Edinburgh to 
Inverness. 

Never being one to rest on my laurels, 
though, it was at about this same time 
that I fi nally started getting to grips with 
my 1963 Fordson Super Major. As I 
mentioned earlier, this tractor needed 
a complete restoration – following the 
one it had had in 1993 – and I’d also 

 I made the decision 
and bought the tractor, 
even though I knew that 
it had been sitting outside 
for many years  

This 1963 Fordson Performance Super Dexta is owned by Sandy Pittendriegh, 
but was lovingly restored by Robert Ironside.

burst into life with very little persuasion. 

a restoration in the past, but was now in 

where it sat for a good few years. It was 

celebrations of Ford and Fordson which 

which had reached the end of its time 
working on a local golf course. A deal 
was struck and, yet again, another 
Fordson was added to the collection. 

condition. Because of these factors, 
it was left dormant in the shed until 
quite recently, when I decided to start 
working on her again.

Engine issues
By the year 2000, I still hadn’t found a 
Fordson N but then – out of the blue 
– one came up for grabs at a Cheffi ns 
sale in Harrogate. It was a 1943 model 
and I bought it with its original buff 
logbook. My initial impression was that 
it seemed to be in reasonably good 
condition but, after getting it home 
and having a proper look at it, it soon 
became apparent that the tractor had 
been the subject of a restoration that 
hadn’t been completed as well as I 
would have hoped. 

that project as best I could, but the 
engine was constantly leaking oil and 
water from every conceivable seal, 
and making a mess wherever it went. 
In the end, I concluded that there was 
no option but to strip and rebuild the 
engine, repairing every fault as I went. 
However, this all coincided with me 
building my house and getting married, 
which meant that the tractors had to 
be put to one side for a while. Then, 
the natural progression of things meant 
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decided to swap the engine.
Unfortunately, the original engine’s 

block had become badly corroded, 
and was leaking water into the sump. A 
replacement was required and, in 2014, 
I’d stumbled upon a Ford 6D engine from 
a Clayson combine harvester, which was 
on its way to be scrapped. I’d stripped it 
down and fi tted new seals and gaskets, 
after which it sat, unused, for three 
years. 

The time eventually came, during a 
workshop clear-up, when the heavy old 
engine had to be moved, and then it 
struck me. The sensible place to put it 
would be straight into my Super Major. 
So, one Sunday morning I started at 7am 
by taking the front axle, casting and side 
rails off the tractor, and removing the 
old engine. Then I simply installed the 

6D, and had it secured and running by 
lunchtime!

A few hectic weeks later, the Super 
Major’s restoration had been completed 
and, as well as the new 6D engine, I’d 
fi tted new brake discs, actuators, seals, 
clutch, pressure plate, fi lters, a set of 
new side rails and a bonnet (which I 
made myself). The tractor was also 
treated to a new nose cone and full 
respray.

I’m very pleased with the results and 
am delighted to have been able to give 
this old tractor a new lease of life. What’s 
more, the way it now operates really 
makes me wonder why Ford didn’t ever 
opt to make a six-cylinder Major at the 
time? 

Since the completion of that tractor, 
I’ve bought a 270 Ford engine which is in 
the process of being fi tted to the diesel 
Major. I’ve also recently fi tted a Perkins 
1000 series engine into my father’s 
1959 Fordson Dexta and, last but not 
least, recently completed a nut-and-bolt 
rebuild of a 1963 Super Dexta, which 
belongs to a friend of mine. I’m not one 
for sitting on my hands! ■

 The tractor won prizes 
at shows all over the 
country, from Edinburgh 
to Inverness  

The 1963 Fordson Super Major is fi tted with a Ford 6D engine from a Clayson combine harvester.

Robert Ironside is an accomplished 
restorer, whose talents extend to the 
fabrication of replacement tractor 
wings and bonnets.
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W
e certainly live in uncertain 
times with regard to 
environmental policy-making. 
Whether you’re a man-made 

global warming sceptic or believer, there’s 
no doubting the weight the authorities are 
currently putting behind the green agenda. 
Moves are afoot to enforce a tighter 
control of greenhouse gas emissions, 
and fossil fuel-burning engines are fixed 
in the crosshairs as the authorities target 
CO2, nitrous oxide (NOx) and particulate 
emissions.

While the greatest emphasis at the 
moment appears to be being placed 
on improving air quality in the UK’s 
cities, there’s no reason to think that the 
predominantly diesel-fuelled machinery 
used in the agricultural sector won’t come 
under much closer scrutiny soon, too. 

There are already, of course, the EU-driven 
engine emissions standards for non-road 
mobile machinery, which have run through 
a series of ever more stringent regulatory 
stages, and we’re currently at Stage V.

Emissions control
The progressively tighter emissions limits 
set by these regulations are making it ever 
harder for engine manufacturers to retain 
good levels of practical performance, which 
is why tractor makers like New Holland, 
are working so hard to develop credible, 
alternative fuel options. While diesel 
power remains the mainstay in the new 
tractor market, it’s clear that research and 
development are needed to identify and 
refine a viable and practical successor.

New Holland’s alternative fuel story really 
began with biofuels, back in 2006. This was 

a viable option under the Stage III European 
emissions regulations but, when Stage IV 
arrived, in 2014, this solution ground to a 
halt; it’s simply not possible to run 100% 
biodiesel through a Stage IV-compliant 
engine. So, the company decided to switch 
its attention to hydrogen as a power source 
for its tractors. 

The concept involved using waste from 
the farm to produce electricity which, in 
turn, powered the production of hydrogen 
gas using electrolysis. The idea was then to 
utilise existing hydrogen fuel cell technology 
to power the tractor, using a pair of silent, 
electric motors, with water being the only 
emission. As a concept it worked well 
but, in practice, commercial interest levels 
remained stubbornly low, which triggered 
another re-think. 

The designers re-focused their efforts 

Echoing its predecessor, Fordson, New Holland has plans to return 
to the use of spark-ignition engines in a bid to meet modern emission 
restrictions, as Chris Graham discovers

BACK TO THE FUTURE

New Holland is 
committed to its new 
methane/compressed 
natural gas-powered 
tractor, and believes it 
has much to offer on 
both environmental 
and financial grounds. 
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on to on-farm power generation, using 
a bio-digester as an environmentally-
friendly source of natural gas, which could 
then be pressurised and used to power 
a spark-ignition engine taken from an 
Iveco truck. The result was an attractive 
prospect offering signifi cant environmental 
and customer benefi ts. Particulate output 
showed a 99% reduction compared to a 
traditional, diesel-powered engine, NOx 
emissions could be controlled much 
more effectively and CO2 output was 
cut by 10%. What’s more, there was no 
requirement for an expensive, top-of-
the-range bio-digester; it was perfectly                            
possible to produce the gas needed           
from much smaller units.   

Instantly impressive
A prototype, compressed natural gas-
powered tractor was produced, and 
instantly impressed everyone who drove 
it. The engineering team had dipped 
into rally car technology with the level of 
engine management technology used 
on the new motor, and the results were 
certainly impressive. Overall emissions 
are 80% of those produced by a state-of-
the-art, diesel, Stage V-compliant engine. 
Such dramatic improvements simply 

 While diesel power 
remains the mainstay in 
the new tractor market, 
it’s clear that research 
and development are 
needed to identify and 
refine a viable and 
practical successor 
on to on-farm power generation, using 

friendly source of natural gas, which could 
then be pressurised and used to power 

Iveco truck. The result was an attractive 
prospect offering signifi cant environmental 
and customer benefi ts. Particulate output 
showed a 99% reduction compared to a 
traditional, diesel-powered engine, NOx 

cut by 10%. What’s more, there was no 

the-range bio-digester; it was perfectly                            
possible to produce the gas needed           

A prototype, compressed natural gas-

instantly impressed everyone who drove 

into rally car technology with the level of 
engine management technology used 
on the new motor, and the results were 
certainly impressive. Overall emissions 
are 80% of those produced by a state-of-
the-art, diesel, Stage V-compliant engine. 

While diesel power 
remains the mainstay in 
the new tractor market, 

New Holland experimented with a hydrogen fuel cell-powered tractor about 
10 years ago, but concluded it wasn’t viable. 
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wouldn’t be possible from a diesel engine, 
without seriously inhibiting its real-world 
performance. The power and – perhaps 
more importantly – the torque figures 
produced by the new engine are identical to 
those from the equivalent, diesel-powered 
unit. 

The concept tractor was sent out 
to farmers for some serious, on-farm 
evaluation in Europe and further afield, and 
the feedback was very positive. The interest 
it’s already generated from overseas 
markets in countries such as Brazil, North 
America, Canada and Japan, has been 
significant. Users have loved many aspects 
of the tractor but, at a purely practical 
level, getting away from the constant 

smell of diesel was remarked on by many. 
Being able to eat sandwiches with hands 
untainted by diesel was much appreciated. 
Testers also liked the improved exhaust 
note and the relative refinement of the 
engine, compared to a typical diesel 
equivalent. 

New Holland has also looked at a fully-
electric tractor, but the primary technology 

barrier at the moment is battery size. The 
130kw/h battery pack needed to power an 
averaged-sized tractor today, would weigh 
about three tonnes, and would probably 
only be able to operate the tractor at full 
power for about one hour. Of course, 
it would be possible to increase that 
maximum operating time by running at a 
reduced power, but that would be self-

 Particulate output showed a 99% reduction 
compared to a traditional, diesel-powered engine, 
NOx emissions could be controlled much more 
effectively and CO2 output was cut by 10% 
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While not offering quite 
the same working time 
potential as a diesel-powered 
equivalent, the gas-powered 
tractor delivers significant 
running cost savings and 
environmental benefits.
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defeating in many instances. 
Then there’s the issue of recharging – 

the tractor will be completely inoperative 
once the battery pack is exhausted, so it 
will need to have been returned to base and 
the charger before that happens. Charge 
times would likely amount to hours without 
the assistance of a rapid-charge facility, in 
which case a workable amount of charge 
could be added in under 20 minutes. 
However, a 500kw electrical supply would 
be required for that, and therein lies the 
problem. 

A shortage of effective, on-farm charging 
is likely to be an ongoing issue as far as 
the electric tractor option is concerned; the 
infrastructure simply doesn’t exist at the 

moment, which is why manufacturers like 
New Holland believe that gas power is the 
more practical, workable and affordable 
alternative fuel option. 

Gas supply issues
But all that’s very well in theory. In practice, 
very few farmers have ready access to 
a biodigester. New Holland says that, 
currently, there are about 300 biogas 
plants in the UK, collecting waste and using 
energy crops to produce electricity. Of 
these, only about 80 of them are cleaning 
the gas produced, so that it can be fed into 
the national grid. This is the product that 
can be compressed and used as a vehicle 
fuel but, as things stand, only a handful of 
operators have the equipment needed to 
undertake the compression stage.

Nevertheless, New Holland is 
convinced that the market will be driven 
in the direction of its gas-powered tractor 
and that, with both the economic and 
environmental benefits possible, it won’t be 
too long before the biggest fleet operators 
start making the switch. 

In the meantime, of course, New Holland 
and the other big tractor manufacturers will 
certainly continue to sell diesel-powered 
machines. But, as far as New Holland is 
concerned, the gas-powered tractor is seen 
as an additional and important option to the 
existing range, which it believes will grow in 
popularity as time passes. Obviously, there 
will be some types of usage that it’s more 
suited to than others, but these will change 
as the market develops and matures. 

But, judging by the reaction to the new 
machine being reported by New Holland, 
and the environmental and financial savings 
its use could generate for operators, the 

Basildon manufacturer is confident of its 
new development. The gas-powered tractor 
has been signed-off and will be produced 
by New Holland as a machine available to 
all. There’s no information about price yet, 
but it will certainly be more expensive than 
comparative diesel models, to begin with. 

The compressed gas-powered, spark-
ignition engine will be a more complex unit, 
and the gas tank has to be manufactured 
to exacting safety standards. However, 
New Holland is confident that, thanks to 
the smooth-running characteristics of the 
engine, there will be significant longevity 
benefits with this unit, compared to the 
diesel-powered alternative. 

As things stand, though, the 
mass market isn’t quite ready for this 
development. It’s likely that most small 
to middling farmers will be unwilling to 
make the investment needed to adopt 
such technology at the moment. But 
New Holland knows that there are bigger 
businesses who will be interested now. 
Those who operate large fleets of trucks, 
vans and tractors, and who regard 
infrastructure as an investment, are in a 
position to look at the potential savings 
offered by compressed gas power – both 
economic and environmental – and make 
the decision to get involved. 

The financial savings to be made by 
tractor operators using a vehicle like this 
New Holland, bio-gas powered machine, 
will be significant, and this is what’s driving  
product interest now. What’s more, as 
increasing numbers of farmers start to 
appreciate that compressed natural gas 
can be a viable, clean and environmentally-
friendly fuel for their vehicles, then demand 
will surely grow at an ever-faster rate. ■

FUTURE FUELS

Apart from the spark-ignition engine under the bonnet and the compressed gas tank, 
the rest of the CNG-powered tractor is standard, New Holland’s fayre. It remains to be 
seen how the actual control layout will compare to this concept vehicle.
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R
estoring the 1965 County Super 6 
you see here was a real challenge 
and, even now, there are a couple of 
details that still need to be sorted. It 

wasn’t hard from a mechanical point of view 
– I’m more than happy working with this sort 
of ‘classic era’ tractor – but it was the sheer 
extent of the project that tested me most.  

I have a mechanical background, having 
worked for a few years as a tractor mechanic 
with Ford/Fordson agricultural dealership, 
WJ Cooper & Sons, in Buckingham, after 

leaving college in 1963. That’s where the 
seeds of my interest in County tractors 
were sown; there were a lot of large farms 
in that part of rural Buckinghamshire, 
so powerful County machines were a 
popular option in those days. 

Island roots
But my roots were in the Isle of Wight, 
where I grew up, so returning there 
to work was my next move. I spent 
15 years in the farm machinery sales, 

maintenance and repair sector, then 
switched to one of my other passions 
– boats. I got the opportunity to rent 
a boatyard in Yarmouth, which I ran 
successfully for the next 15 years. 

By the time I reached my mid-60s, 
I felt like I needed another change of 
direction, and to start slowing things 
down a bit. Getting into old tractors 
seemed like the obvious thing to do 
but, just as I’d moved on from the 
boatyard, my son returned from the 
Merchant Navy, bought Needles 
Pleasure Cruises and wanted my help 
with that. The business runs boat trips 
from Alum Bay to the Needles and, as I 
have a Boat Master licence for carrying 
passengers, I got straight into running 
those trips on a more-or-less full-time 
basis. 

David Lemonius has been a County man for 
many years, and this interest has culminated 
in the restoration of a fi ne Super 6. This is his 
story about that tractor 

David did all the panel spraying on his County Super 6, but the rest of the 
tractor was painted by hand. Cellulose paint was used throughout.

POWER &
GLORY
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ME AND MY TRACTOR

David is a great fan of the relative simplicity of the four-wheel-drive system fi tted to 
the County Super 6. He thoroughly enjoys working on tractors from the ‘classic’ era.

This, of course, meant that I wasn’t able 
to spend much time on the tractor side 
of things, and my plans to set up a small 
business repairing and restoring classic 
tractors had to be put on hold. It wasn’t 
until 2007 that I fi nally got to restore my 
fi rst tractor, which was a 1959 Fordson 
Dexta, and I followed that with a 1942 
Standard N. These were both complete, 
nut-and-bolt renovations, and I really 
enjoyed the process in both cases. It’s 
the engineering side that really interests 

David is a great fan of the relative simplicity of the four-wheel-drive system fi tted to 

 I’m actually sorry when    
a restoration is finished; it’s 
the engineering challenge 
that fires my enthusiasm  

The tractor arrived on the Isle of Wight in quite a state. Bits were missing, a coat of 
primer had been badly applied and the engine required major mechanical work.

me, together with fault-fi nding. In some 
respects, I’m actually sorry when a 
restoration is fi nished; it’s the engineering 
challenge that fi res my enthusiasm. If I’m 
honest, I don’t have so much interest in 
actually using a tractor once I’ve restored 
it, and what drives me is the prospect of 
the next project. 

Super 6 arrives
The Super 6 came to me in 2007. I’d been 
looking for a County to take on as a project 
for a while, and eventually found this 
1965 model (one of the last to be made) 
at Robert Fearnley’s in Norfolk. It was in 

part-restored condition, with the wings and 
other panels having been shot-blasted and 
fi nished in primer. Coincidentally, Robert 
also had a Roadless 75 in stock, so I did 
a deal and bought them both. I still have 
the Roadless and use it for working days 
but, in terms of restoration, I’ve barely          
touched it.

The County turned out to be a much 
bigger project than I had been expecting 
and, knowing what I know now, I probably 
wouldn’t tackle anything similar again. 
Regrettably, the job was ultimately made 
worse by the fact that the tractor had to 
stand outside (under a cover) for about four 
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years, before I had any spare time to get 
started on its restoration. 

It soon became apparent that the 
tractor was actually in a pretty rough state, 
mechanically speaking. Apart from the 
badly-primed panels, I started finding that 
it had been fitted with metric nuts and 
bolts all over the place. This added weight 
to my idea that it’s a tractor that had been 
imported back into the UK after a working 
life abroad (although I’ve not been able to 
confirm this yet).

Gearbox trouble
I’d been warned that there was a bit of 
a problem with the gearbox, and that it 
wouldn’t stay in one of the ranges. But, 
when I removed the side plate to have a 
look inside, I couldn’t believe the mess 
I found. Somebody had been messing 
around inside there with a welder! 
Fortunately, I had an old Power Major at 
the time, fitted with a decent, single-clutch 
gearbox, so I was able to scavenge the 
bits I needed out of that.   

Although the engine was original and 
ran when I got it, it was obviously very 
tired and required significant work. I fitted 
new pistons and liners, replaced the 
shell bearings, and got the diesel pump 
reconditioned. Now it runs beautifully. 
Other mechanical jobs included replacing 
some worn bearings in the back axle – an 
old diff’ from a Super Major provided the 
parts I needed. 

As far as the electrics are concerned, 
I fitted a new wiring loom, lengthening it 
where necessary to fit the County layout. 
The only problem that I still have to deal 
with concerns the temperature gauge. 
The standard length of the capillary tube 
that came with the replacement I bought 
isn’t long enough, so it’s not working 
at the moment. Currently, I use a laser 
gun to keep an eye on engine operating 
temperature, which is fine for the time 
being. Other electrical items that I’ve also 
replaced include the headlights and the 
ignition switch. 

Pressing issues
I did all the work myself in this restoration, 
apart from a few specialist tasks, such 
as re-chroming the drive shafts. I have 
my own lathe, so I’m able to machine 
components when necessary, and 
a hydraulic press, although the latter 
wasn’t large enough to press the ends 
of the drive shafts. I’m also a reasonably 
experienced welder, although I’ve given 
up my acetylene bottles now as I simply  I love six- and eight-
cylinder engines, both in 
terms of the power they 
deliver, and the sound                       
they make  

Work on the engine involved fitting new pistons and liners, replacing the shell bearings, and having the diesel pump 
reconditioned (David wasn’t able to tackle the latter himself).

This rebuild has been immensely satisfying, but it was certainly very labour-
intensive and David has vowed not to tackle another like it!  
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wasn’t using them enough. Now I rely on 
an electric welder, but also have propane 
and oxygen tanks to provide a fl ame if I 
need one. 

The original, fi breglass bonnet needed 
some repairs but, with my years of 
experience in the boat industry, I was 
quite happy tackling that work. The only 
other thing that I’ve not been able to do is 
to fi nd the correct exhaust manifold. The 
one that’s currently fi tted is from a truck 
application, and extends backwards, 
rather than running down and under 
the chassis member, as the original did. 
However, I think I may have tracked down 
the correct manifold, which will then mean 
that I can get the rest of the exhaust 
fabricated to the original design, although 
this will depend on fi nding somebody 
with the equipment needed to bend the 
pipe correctly. I gather that the machinery 
needed to do this is getting scarce 
nowadays, but have been advised that 
a traditional ship builder’s yard might be 
worth a try. 

As for the paintwork, I did all the 
spraying myself using a conventional, 
cellulose product. However, I opted to 
hand-paint the chassis – applying two 
coats of primer and then three coats 
of top coat. I didn’t set out to create a 
Concours-winning example, but simply 
wanted a good, ‘working’ fi nish, and I think 
I achieved that. 

Finished at last
Having only recently fi nished the County 
restoration project, I haven’t had a chance 
to really use it yet. In fact, the short journey 
needed to take the photographs for this 
feature, was the fi rst time that it’s actually 
been out on the road! Before that, all I’d 
done was move it around on the drive, just 
to make sure that all the gears, and the 

brakes, were working.   
Overall, I’m very pleased with the results 

I’ve achieved, and think that the Super 
6 is a great tractor. One of the factors 
that attracted me to the model in the 
fi rst place was the engine. I love six- and 
eight-cylinder engines, both in terms of 
the power they deliver, and the sound they 
make. I think that, back in the day, this was 
one of the aspects that set the County 
machines apart from the rest; an aspect 
that made them a bit special. They could 
do things that their contemporaries simply 
couldn’t. Granted, 80 or 90hp is nothing 

The turning circle on the County Super 6 is notoriously poor – one of this tractor’s 
very few weaknesses.  

The temperature gauge (left) isn’t currently working; its capillary tube is too short.

special these days, but it certainly was 
when these tractors were new, back in the 
1960s. 

But, as well as the power, there’s a 
really satisfying, mechanical refi nement to 
them, too. I can remember carrying out 
PDI inspections on 954 and 1004 models 
and, in those days, we used to stand a 
thruppenny bit on top of a running engine, 
and it wouldn’t fall over. This, I think, 
is pretty impressive for an agricultural 
engine fi tted to a working, utility vehicle. 
I also admired the engineering simplicity 
of the four-wheel-drive system as well 
as the inherent reliability the County 
tractors delivered. However, as power 
levels steadily increased, mechanical 
weaknesses within the Ford-designed 
transmission system started to be 
exposed, leading to core problems. 

County quality
The quality of the engineering certainly 
played a big part in keeping the restoration 
of this tractor a relatively simple and 
straightforward process. The only aspect 
that became a challenge for me was the 
laborious cleaning and preparation that 
was required by virtually every component. 
Undoing the renovation work done 
by a previous owner, certainly added 
signifi cantly to my frustration levels, and to 
the time spent on the project. Discovering 
mud beneath hastily-applied primer is quite 
a dispiriting business especially if, like me, 
you fi nd parts preparation a real chore! 
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repairing and restoring them. However, one 
slightly dark cloud on the horizon – from a 
tractor point of view – is that we’re about 
to move house, and I won’t have as much 
space at the new place as I do now. This 
means that I have some hard decisions 
to make, as my tractor fl eet will have to 
be rationalised. Fortunately, I have some 
friends who have offered me storage for 
equipment and some tractors, but I’m 
certainly not going to be able to keep                 
them all. 

The Roadless 75 is probably my current 
favourite but – sadly – it’s one of the 
machines that’s destined to go, and I think 
I already have a buyer lined up. I have a 
connection with that tractor; probably more 
so than I do with the others. I can remember 
going on an offi cial Roadless demonstration 
back in the late 1960s, when the late 
Ven Dodge was the UK sales manager. 
I was impressed by the Roadless 65, 
subsequently bought one, and have been 
interested in them ever since. But I also have 
a real soft spot for my Pre-Force 4000. It’s 
a really handy little tractor, offering a great 
combination of power and manoeuvrability.

I still aim to continue restoring tractors 
after the move; I’ll have the room to work 
on one at a time. But I think that, 
realistically, I’ll have to restrict 
myself to less involved projects. 
Alas, tackling big projects like the 
County Super 6 in the future will 
probably be a step too far. ■

 I did all the work myself 
in this restoration, apart 
from a few specialist tasks, 
such as re-chroming the 
driveshafts  

The fuel tank is original, the fi breglass 
bonnet needed to be repaired and new 
wings have been fi tted.  

David Lemonius’ County Super 6 is 
now for sale, so if you’re interested 
in buying this beautifully-restored 
example, get in touch with him on 
07831 773561, or by sending an 
email to: david@lemonius.co.uk

SUPER 6 FOR SALE  
combination of power and manoeuvrability.

David Lemonius’ County Super 6 is 
now for sale, so if you’re interested 
in buying this beautifully-restored 
example, get in touch with him on 
07831 773561, or by sending an 
email to: david@lemonius.co.uk

SUPER 6 FOR SALE  

We have a pretty decent old tractor scene 
here on the Isle of Wight, with a number of 
popular road runs and shows. I get involved 
with non-competitive ploughing, and also 
attend a few tractor events on the mainland, 
from time to time. I’m very limited though, 
with regard to summer shows, because of 
my commitments to my son’s pleasure cruise 
business.

As well as the County, I currently own a 
1971 Ford Force 4000 which I bought about 
a year ago here on the island. It’s in need of 
a full restoration after spending many years 
working hard in a boatyard. I also have a 
1965 Pre-Force 4000 that’s fi tted with a 
loader (currently used as a utility, working 
tractor here at home), a 1965 Pre-Force Ford 
3000 and, of course, the 1972 Roadless 75. 

Favoured classics
I haven’t been tempted back to the really old 
machines because, overall, I think I prefer 
tractors from the ‘classic’ era. Those from 
the 1960s and ’70s are what I feel most 
comfortable with; I’m familiar with their 
design and engineering, so am happiest 

The County Super 6 was a big 
performer in its day. This one has 
been meticulously brought back 
to life and is now for sale.
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COUNTY TRACTOR SPARES LTD

Tel: 02380 814340
Email: info@atosborneltd.com

Shelley Lane, Ower, Romsey, Hants, SO51 6ZL

For all your

County tractor

spare parts

requirements

Order securely online for FREE postage and packing at:

www.anglianagrimedia.co.uk
Anglian Agri Media Ltd - The Farming DVD Professionals

Find us on:

DVDs for the Ford enthusiast: Farming with FORD

Jam-packed with the sights and 
sounds of classic blue iron hard at 
work, the Farming with Ford DVDs 
focus on Ford tractors still hard at 
work on British farms during 2018. An 
additional special feature on Part Two 
brings things up to date by visiting 
New Holland’s Basildon Tractor Plant.

£16.95 each, or both for £29.95. 
DVDs, approx. 110 mins each
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Ford & Fordson
Association Round-Up
Pat Pawsey brings you another collection of FFA news 
updates and event reports from across the UK

J
udging by the comments I’ve 
been hearing from members, 
the improvements our editor, 

Chris Graham, has been making 
to the layout and content of the 
magazine are meeting with your 
approval. It certainly has a fresher 
feel about it and, from what he tells 
me, there are more refi nements to 
come.  

With that in mind, and with a little 
nudge from Chris, we’ve decided to 
give the club’s ‘advertisement page’ 

a much-needed rethink. Its purpose 
is to promote the FFA and inform its 
members so, this month, we’re using 
it to remind readers that, to be an FFA 
member, the magazine subscription 
must be paid directly to us.  

This issue is still causing 
confusion, which I believe is because 
readers have been renewing their 
subscription by standing order, 
directly payable to Kelsey Publishing; 
probably mandated before the club 
became independent, just as I used 

to pay mine. These days, with so 
many other things going on, it’s easy 
to forget, and they just never got 
around to changing it.  

We’re also moving the panel that 
contains committee details from 
our main pages, to free-up space 
for more news. At the same time, 
we’re introducing a panel detailing 
club representatives. These will run 
in alternate issues, starting with the 
committee this time. 

Finally, we’re featuring forthcoming 
club events not promoted elsewhere, 
and selected merchandise. So keep 
an eye on it in future, and please let 
us know what you think.

The Dutch FFA 
Ploughing Match 
was held on August 
31st, on the farm 
of FFA member, 
Johan Hogeboom, at 
Eeserveen, Netherlands.  
The soil was sand with 
chopped straw on top 
and very dry, so burying 
the straw was the 
biggest problem. The 
organisers introduced 
a new class for three-
furrow mounted.

The event results 
are as follows: Two-
furrow mounted – 1st 
Co Looyestein, Dexta; 
2nd Henny Mennega, 
Dexta; 3rd Gerard 
Schoenmakers, 
Roadless Super Major. 
Three-furrow mounted 
– 1st Jurrie Potze, 
Major L4; 2nd Foppe Drent, 3055; 3rd Andre Hendriks, 5000. Parallel – 1st Cor Dam, 3000; 2nd Marcus Wenning, 5000. 
Reversable – Jaap Dam, 4000.

The organisers were Jans Stevens and Foppe Drent, and our thanks go to the landowner, Johan Hogeboom, and to Mrs 
Greet Drent for running the catering. It was a wonderful day and we hope to see you all again next year!
Gerard Schoemakers

DUTCH PLOUGHING 
Hans Boss and his restored Pre-Force 
5000 – a lovely tractor – hard at work at 
the recent Dutch FFA Ploughing Match.
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I missed the summer’s Great Dorset 
Steam Fair for the fi rst time in many 
years, so I’m indebted to Matt Bryne 
for his take on the 2019 show. Matt, 
with commendable modesty, failed to 
mention that he won the Stanley Pond 
Trophy with his beautifully-restored, 
1931 Fordson N and Ransomes 
cultivator/seed drill that was displayed 
in the working area. As many of you 
will know, the Bryne family are true 
enthusiasts – each doing their own 
thing – so congratulations to Matt for 
his achievement.

This year at Dorset there were – as 
always – a lot of Fordson and Ford 
tractors working on the site, and they 
seem to be a favourite for people to 
use for hauling their exhibits to shows, 
and shunting steam engines around the 
showground. 

A regular – and one I always fi nd an 
interesting tractor – is a Perkins P6-
engined E27N, owned by Alan Sparkes, 
that’s fi tted with a large, Automower 
rear winch. It has side chassis frames 
running the length of the tractor, plus 
a substantial weight in front of the 
radiator. 

Within the show there was a fi ne 
line-up of Fordsons in the granfers 
day display, plus a Matbro Mantis in a 
display of clay pipe laying. A superb 
‘hedgerow’ E27N could be seen in 
the ‘forest and farm’ area, as well as a 
Super Major-based Super 6 which, in 
its working life and following an issue 

with a front hub, had been 
fi tted with a 2WD axle. Also, 
there were various 10 and 
40 series tractors on water 
bowser duties, keeping the 
dust down. 

In the working tractors 
section, there were two model 
F tractors – Richard Carey’s 
1922 model, which was seen 
running a sawbench, and 
Jason Craddock’s 1923 – 
together with my 1931 Irish N. 
There were two waterwashers 
– an original-condition 1936 
tractor owned by Martin Tully, and 
Mikey Carey’s 1937, which had been his 
grandad’s tractor and was exhibited at the 
second GDSF, 50 years ago! 

The Ridges family always brings 
some interesting tractors and, this year, 
its original-condition, 1942 full-track 
standard crawler and an original, 1945 
E27N, made a lovely working pair. Equally 
impressive were the 1942 N and early 
restoration 1945 E27N, from the Cox & 
Turner collection. There was an eye-
catching selection of P6-engined E27Ns 
in the section, including Graham Spark’s 
Roadless Model E full-track crawler which, 
as always, was a great tractor to hear and 
see working. 

The Super Major-based Doe triple D 
– with Fritzmier cab – belonging to Jake 
Hooper, has been a regular visitor to the 
show on and off for a long time, so it was 
good to see it doing what it was built for 
once again this year.

A highlight for me was seeing four 
Roadless 6/4 tractors in one place, on the 
static, Roadless commemorative display. 
Two of them had come over from Ireland 
for the show – the well-restored green and 

yellow model, and a very good, original 
condition blue-grey one. Both belong to 
Malcolm Cooke, who also exhibited his 
Roadless 120 which was the last tractor 
built by the company before it was taken 
over by Jewells. This particular tractor 
was supplied new to BT, and has been 
restored in its original yellow livery. 

The special Roadless display also 
included a good variety of Roadless 
Majors and Dextas, plus a Selene 4WD 
Major and Dexta, illustrating the origins 
of the 4WD side of the company. There 
was an interesting selection of tractors 
on the ‘90 years of County’ display, 
too, ranging from a full track TVO E27N 
crawler belonging to Rob Jenkins, to 
James Hardstaff’s four-drive skid-steer 
which led the display ahead of the many 
equal-wheeled Ford conversions. These 
included a 1454 – originally supplied by 
Dorset Tractors – as well as most other 
main models from County’s history of 
Ford tractor conversions

Early-morning calmness in 
the Great Dorset Steam Fair 
working fi eld.

Matt Bryne won the Stanley 
Pond Trophy at The Great Dorset 
Steam Fair, with his beautifully-
restored,1931 Fordson N and 
Ransomes cultivator/seed drill.

DORSET!DORSET!

A SCORCHING
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DEVONSHIRE
DOINGS!
Summer has gone, the Show 
season is over and working days 
are done. Autumn is with us, and 
thoughts now turn to the workshop 
and sorting out those niggling 
problems (and perhaps more major 
projects) for the winter.

Speaking of projects, some of 
you will know that I’ve been looking 
for parts to complete the rebuild 
of a Ford 4000 tractor. Well, I’d 
just like to say that I can really 
recommend Ron Greet Tractors 
from Devon (tel: 01803 812269, 
rongreet.co.uk), for the supply 
of new, used and reconditioned 
spares to fi t most makes. The 
company’s support and back-up 

have proved to be most effi cient and 
helpful (other breakers are available!).

Moving on, I’m now fi nalising 
our winter evening programme. 
December’s event is scheduled for 
the 11th (7pm at Whiddon Down 
Village Hall). Brian Portch will be 
coming along to tell us about the 
brilliant Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 
I’ve heard him speak before, and it 
should be a most interesting talk, so 
do come along. 

The speakers for our 2020 
evenings will be fi nalised very soon, 
but the dates are fi xed for January 
29th and February 26th. More details 
will follow but, in the meantime, 
please keep in touch via email to: 
andrew@chilverton.co.uk and, 
hopefully, I’ll see you very soon.
Andrew Green, Devon
FFA Rep

After eight years, 
Wendy Gibson has 
decided to retire from 
her role as committee 
member responsible 
for FFA merchandise 
sales. After her years 
of sterling service, 
she’s keen now to 
pursue her many 
interests beyond the 
world of tractors, and 
to spend more time 
with her extended 
family.

She’s stepping down with our sincere 
thanks; her years of commitment in this 
often challenging role have been much 
appreciated by all.

WENDY GIBSON – 
STEPPING DOWN

Bill, Jane and Robert Ironside came 
down to help at the Farming Yesteryear 
Rally at Scone Place, Perthshire, on 
September 6th. The FFA presented a 
very varied stand, with no two exhibits 
the same.

Visitors enjoyed four Fordson Ns, all 
with different wheels, two Roadless 
Super Majors (one 1962, and a New 
Performance 1964). We also had a New 
Holland T5.115 Centenary (Bronze, No. 
31 out of 100 built), a petrol NP Dexta  
and a 1959 Dexta. 

The Dexta is notable because it has 
completed two charity runs from John 
O’Groats to Land’s End, and a coastal trip 
around Scotland, raising nearly £25,000 
for cancer research in the process. 

With 17 tractors on the stand, we also 
collected 2nd prize in the Best Show 
Stand contest, which was a real bonus 
for all concerned. With 10 new members 
signed-up on the day and quite a lot of 
merchandise sold, we can certainly count 
this event as a great success!
Roy Cowgill

A ‘Bronze’ New Holland TS.115 
on the FFA’s stand at the Farming 
Yesteryear Rally.

SUCCESSFUL
SCONE

NATIONAL PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIPS
North and Mid-Wales and Oxfordshire. 
John Lewis took the trophy with 273 
points, with Harry Williams and Geoff 
Sleightholm in second and third places, 
respectively. Participating tractors ranged 
from 1940s Fordson Ns to Dextas, Super 
Dextas, Fordson Majors and Ford 3000s. 

We are grateful to two of our 
Lincolnshire-based members who were 
kind enough to exhibit their tractors 
on the FFA stand. Richard Mason’s 
Ploughmaster 6/4 and 5004 Northrop, 
and Mark Coupland’s Ford 4000 
and Fordson Super Major, created 
considerable interest. Ken Bailey also 
exhibited his Ford 2000, having travelled 
from Essex with marquee and stand 
equipment for the weekend.

Thank you to the Society of Ploughmen 
for allowing the FFA’s participation, and 

Following a perfect fi rst day at the 
69th British National Ploughing 
Championships, in Lincolnshire 
(October 12-13th) for participants, 
exhibitors and spectators alike, our 
‘drowned’ ploughmen and stewards 
persisted heroically in their task on 
a very wet Sunday. For the second 
time in recent years, this event was 
hampered by bad weather and, while 
the ploughing went ahead, there were 
few spectators – other than hardy family 
members and offi cials – to be seen on 
day two.

Nine ploughmen competed in the FFA 
class – Pete Gilson, Geoff Sleightholm, 
Terence Stinson, Brian Gilbey, John 
Lewis, Derek Springett, Ray Thompson, 
Geoffrey Dibb and Harry Williams, 
travelling from Essex, Yorkshire, 

to everyone for your support at this 
prestigious event.
Jane Broomhall

John Lewis, victorious in Class 
10: Ford & Fordson Ploughing 
Championship, with his Dexta and 
Ransome TS59.

Wendy Gibson 
steps down with 
the FFA’s thanks. 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

AND FINALLY…
As another year draws to its close, I’m 
personally very glad that periodicals 
such as this provide one of the few 
havens – during these troubled times – 
that you can read without fear of having 
some politician’s views rammed down 
your throat.  

There are now just a few ploughing 
matches, road runs and crank-ups 
left to look forward to this year. I 
just hope that the coming winter is 
neither too bleak nor long. Thankfully, 
we don’t seem to get as much frost 
and snow as I remember when a 
boy, although I think snow is a poor 
barometer of a severe winter. Snow 
clearance – certainly in East Anglia 
– used to be a very local affair, also 
there was less traffic, villages were far 
more self-sufficient and there were no 

JJ Wright and Sons Ltd, 
Ford Main Dealers for 
60 Years (ISBN: 978-
1-5272-3706-3, £15) is 
a 128-page hardback 
written by FG Milk and 
BJK Dye, available on 
Amazon.  

Fred Milk started with 
the company in 1959 
joining the agricultural 
service department as 
an apprentice and later 
migrating to sales in 
1971. Brian Dye served 
his apprenticeship with a Nuffield 
dealer, before joining Wright’s 
agricultural team at about the same 
time.

The book charts the fortunes of 
JJ Wright and Son Ltd, from Joseph 
Wright’s first steps as a blacksmith 
in 1881, through bicycle repairs 
and manufacture, to his move into 
automobiles and founding the 
business in East Dereham in 1899 
and its eventual demise. 

The story then concentrates on 
the agricultural department, based 
in London Road, and is packed with 
photographs and interesting period 
ephemera, together with anecdotes 
of an agricultural engineer’s daily life.

It charts the period of Fred 
and Brian’s time, when a service 
engineer was sent to a broken-down 
machine on farm, and was expected 
to diagnose the fault and be able to 

AN ENGINEER’S TALE

salt lorries; keeping roads open was 
not the priority that it has become 
today. Probably the better evidence of 
change is the lack of ice thick enough 
to skate on in recent years – we 
seemed to skate on the pond or local 
gravel pits most years, when I was a 
child.

The FFA’s first major event in 2020 
will again be Tractor World at Malvern, 
and we look forward to seeing as 
many of you as can come. I don’t 
know if Mark Woodward has plans 
to move us again, but suspect it will 
depend on the number of entries and 
other features and plans. His last-
minute switch of our stand’s position 
from its usual place last year, made for 
a much better display. But the quality 
of that is entirely down to what you, 
our members, bring.

So, it’s time to start thinking 

repair it there and then, not leaving 
until it was back at work. How times 
have changed. 

This book will appeal to anyone 
interested in how agricultural 
engineering businesses of yesteryear 
were founded, developed, operated 
and unfortunately, in most cases, 
died. Wrights was a diverse company 
with full foundry and machine 
shop capabilities, undertaking 
work for the government and other 
manufacturing concerns, together 
with commercial vehicle and car 
sales and servicing. This book is 
packed with interesting information; 
I was looking forward to reading it 
and wasn’t disappointed. It’s a good 
read and has my vote.
Pat Pawsey

Fred Milk and Brian Dye (right) with 
their fascinating book.

WORKING 
CHALLENGE
The Vintage Enthusiasts held the 9th 
annual Autumn Working Weekend at 
Brixworth, Northants., on September 
7-8th. With the weather set fair a perfect 
weekend was expected, although the 
hard, dry ground provided challenging 
conditions for the ground-engaging 
machinery which was pulled along by 
mainly Blue tractors. 

One hundred and eighty acres were 
made available, by kind permission of the 
Brixworth Farming Company, to plough 
and work but, sadly, due to the very wet 
weather during July and August, about 
20 exhibitors were absent due to work 
getting in the way of play! But those who 
did attend certainly made a good show 
of working all the available land.

Other attractions included a licenced 
bar, food stalls, bric-a-brac, tombola, 
jewellery plus cakes, strawberries and 
cream, as well as a massive raffle. Grev 
Bray – a master woodcarver – put on a 
great show, producing many and varied 
carved items. The Power Pullers and 
the Peak Vale Tractor Pullers put on a 
brilliant display, with many, assorted blue 
machines hooking on to the ‘Stinger’ – 
the Peak Vale sledge.

The main aim of the weekend, apart 
from everyone having a good time, was 
to raise funds for the air ambulance and, 
this year, the event generated a healthy 
£8,000, taking the nine-year total to 
£40,000.
Michael & Lynn Alcock, organisers

SEASONAL
WISHES

Thank you to everyone for your
support in 2019, and wishing

members and friends an enjoyable 
festive season and a healthy,
happy and successful 2020.

✳✳
✳

✳

✳
✳

✳✳
✳

✳

about which events you’ll be going to 
next year. If you’d like the club to be 
at your favourite show, give your local 
representative or a committee member 
a call; they may be able to support it or, 
if they can’t, why not have a go yourself? 
We’ll certainly do what we can to help 
you. I know I keep saying it but, as 
nobody can be in two places at once, it 
really is the only alternative.



OFFER 1. DIGITAL EDITION

THE OTHER PERKINS

SCOTTISH VINTAGE CLUB 1184 RETURNS HOME

The story of the unusual County replica
Special

THE FINEST FORDSON

HOW TO BUY YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
OFFER 1. DIGITAL EDITION: shop.kelsey.co.uk/ffo
OFFER 2. PRINT EDITION: COMPLETE THE ORDER FORM BELOW

I wish to pay by Direct Debit paying just £20 for the next 6 issues (SAVING 
20%). I understand that after 6 issues my subscription will continue at £20.00
still saving 20% every 12 months - unless I write to tell you otherwise.

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society 

Name of Bank ................................................................................................

Address .........................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................

............................................................... Postcode .......................................

Account name ...............................................................................................

Sort code                                       Account number

                                               

Signature ........................................................  Date ....................................

Originator’s Id number

UK 6 issues at £26.40 

USA / EUROPE: 6 issues at £31.99

REST OF WORLD: 6 issues at £34.99

I enclose a cheque made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited (drawn from a UK account)

Please debit my  Visa  Visa Debit  MasterCard 

Card number                                                                          

Security number

Valid from ............ / ............ Expiry date ............ / ............

Signature ............................................................. Date ...................................

CHEQUE / CREDIT / DEBIT CARD

8 3 7 3 8 3

Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction are subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society.

PHONE TOLL FREE FROM USA:1-888-777-0275 (7am-3pm EST) 
INTERNATIONAL ONLY PLEASE CALL: 0044 (0)1959 543 747

(UK ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:

FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Ford & Fordson subscriptions, Kelsey 

Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TN16 3AG

(INTERNATIONAL ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:

Ford & Fordson subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., Cudham Tithe Barn, 

Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TN16 3AG, UK

T
H

E
 O

T
H

E
R

 P
E

R
K

IN
S

SC
O

TT
IS

H
 V

IN
TA

G
E 

CL
U

B
11

84
 R

ET
U

R
N

S
 H

O
M

E

T
he

 s
to

ry
 o

f 
th

e
 u

nu
su

al
 C

ou
n

ty
 r

ep
li

ca
S
p
e
c
ia
l

TH
E 

FI
N

ES
T 

FO
R

D
S

O
N

F
F
T

0
5
1
9

COUNTY 1174 GETS THE WORKS February/March 2018        ISSUE 83            

FORD

TRACTORS

FORDFORD

Fordson
&

TRACTORS FOR SALE: FORD ■ FORDSON ■ COUNTY ■ ROADLESS ■ MUIR-HILL & NEW HOLLAND

NEW HOLLAND

THE PAUL CABLE

■ HUNDREDS OF CLASSIFIEDS ■ EVENTS & SALES DIARIES ■ NEWS AND YOUR LETTERS

RED HOT FORDS 

FORD 7810 BUYER’S GUIDE

At Agritechnica

At Newark

Factory Railway

£
3
.9
9

PRICE
GUIDE

WHAT'S UP
& DOWN

Collection with FFT

TYRE PRACTICAL: DIAMONDS 
ARE FOR EVER 

Don't Scratch
Those Rims

WARNING

ROADLESS 6/4
COMES GOOD!

Factory Railway
FORD’S DAGENHAM

COUNTY 1174 GETS THE WORKS

SINGLE 
ISSUE ONLY 

£3.99

NEWS AND YOUR LETTERS

 BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE BUYER’S GUIDE

Offer closes on the 16th January 2020. Here at Kelsey Publishing we take your privacy 
seriously and will only use your personal information to administer your account and to 
provide the products and services you have requested from us. We will only contact you 
about our special offers via the preferences you have indicated above and you can update 
these at any time by emailing us at subs@kelsey.co.uk or by calling us on 01959 543 747.

We may wish to contact you regarding our special offers that we believe would be
of relevance to you. Please tick the boxes to tell us all the ways you would
prefer to hear from us    Email     Post     Phone     Text Message.

We will not pass your details onto third party companies.

SAVE MONEY          ON THESE SPECIAL OFFERS

3YES! PLEASE START MY SUBSCRIPTION TO FORD & FORDSON MAGAZINE

DELIVERY / PAYERS DETAILS

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr ............... Forename .............................................................

Surname ........................................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................

.................................................................... Post / Zip code .........................

Country ..........................................................................................................

Daytime phone ............................................. Mobile ...................................... 

Email ..............................................................................................................

DIRECT DEBIT (UK BANK ACCOUNTS ONLY)

t NEVER MISS AN ISSUE

t FREE DELIVERY DIRECT
 TO YOUR DOOR

t BE THE FIRST TO READ

 NEW CONTENT

t SAVE MONEY ON SHOP PRICES

6 ISSUES FOR
JUST £19.99

WHY

SUBSCRIBE

TO SUBSCRIBE
DIGITALLY VISIT 

Shop.kelsey.co.uk/ffo



SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

OFFER 2. PRINT EDITION

6 ISSUES
FOR JUST £20

&

FANCY A CLASSIC TRACTOR? 9 PAGES OF BRILLIANT CLASSIFIEDS INSIDE

■ OLD 20 PARTS PROFILE ■ EVENTS DIARY ■ DEXTA 2000 OWNER’S TALE

TRACTORS

GREAT NEW PROJECT

Fordson Super Dexta rebuild begins 

FORD
Fordson

 OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2019                                                 ISSUE 93

SUMMER
FUN!
We’ve been out 
and about at all 
the best shows

£4.50

FORD 3000 Full buying guide reveals all Original County 1174 spotted

ULSTER
FESTIVAL

Super 7810 among FFA highlights

WHAT A
CRACKER!

Cover_October November_v3.indd   1

 AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2019 
       ISSUE 92

FORD

TRACTORS
Fordson

&

OF TRACTORS AND PARTS IN OUR BRILLIANT CLASSIFIED SECTION

■ FORDSON MAJOR E1A REBUILD PART 2 ■ EVENT REPORTS ■ AUCTION NEWS

A 1970 s ICON
We spotlight
the fabulous
and sought after
Ford 7000

Meet Graham Sibbald and his still-useful 1962 treasure A 1940s Fordson Standard N brought back to lifeWORKING DEXTA
LABOUR OF LOVE

Basic 
hints 
and tips 
to keep 
your 
machine 
in tip-top 
condition

TRACTOR MAINTENANCE

£4.40

9 PAGES

10/07/2019   15:17

 DECEMBER 2019/JANUARY 2020        ISSUE 94

FORD

TRACTORS

FORDFORD

Fordson
&

NINE-PAGE CLASSIFIED SECTION BURSTING WITH TEMPTING TRACTORS!

■ OWNER’S COLLECTION EXPLORED ■ SUPER DEXTA REBUILD PT.2 ■ SALES & EVENTS ROUND-UP

TOP 10 TIPS

£4.50

NINE-PAGE CLASSIFIED SECTION BURSTING WITH TEMPTING TRACTORS!GIANT

County Super 6: Owner’s full rebuild story told New Holland's clever tractor plans explained 

Competitive ploughing beginner’s guide

POWER & GLORY! FUTURE FUELS?FUTURE FUELS?
County Super 6: Owner’s full rebuild story told
POWER & GLORY!

How and why to buy 
this slice of
iconic tractor
history

MODEL N

3
EASY
WAYS

TO ORDER
Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:30pm 

CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM

01959 543 747 & quote offer code FFT01203

POST
Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX,
Ford & Fordson Tractors Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd.,
Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TN16 3AG

2

ONLINE

shop.kelsey.co.uk/ffo1

VE MONEY          ON THESE SPECIAL OFFERS

THE NUMBER ONE MAGAZINE FOR FORD, FORDSON AND NEW HOLLAND FANS!

FOR JUST £20

 SAVE
20%

UP
TO



40      December 2019/January 2020 Ford & Fordson Tractors

F&FT DEC 2019/JAN 2020

T
here are plenty of Ford and 
Fordson owners who don’t enjoy 
the luxury of access to the sort 
of land needed to really put their 

tractors through their paces. For many, 
parading around a show arena now 
and then during the summer, or taking 
part in the occasional road run, is about 
as active as it gets for their cherished 
machines.

However, for those keen to put their 
tractors to proper use – flexing their 

mechanical muscles in the way the 
designers intended – there exists the 
world of competitive ploughing. After all, 
what could be better than 
getting the opportunity 
to hone your 
ploughing 
abilities on 
somebody 
else’s land, in 
the company 
of other, like-

minded and equally enthusiastic owners?
But how easy is it to get involved and 

what do beginners need to know before 
getting started? What sort of equipment 
is most suited to the novice ploughman, 
and what does the typical competition 
involve? To answer these questions, and 
plenty else besides, we sat down with 
a pair of ploughing gurus, Ken Bailey, 
who is the Ford & Fordson Association’s 
southern ploughing director, and Terry 
Stinson who is a Society of Ploughmen 
committee member (ploughmen.co.uk).

Here are the top 10 tips that came out 
of that conversation, intended as a basic 
guide for those wanting to get involved 
with this fascinating and immensely 
rewarding aspect of tractor ownership.

1. Easy access
Don’t imagine that beginners have to 
take their first, tentative steps with the 
plough in a high-pressure, competition 
situation, because that’s simply not the 
case. There are plenty of ‘fun days’ and 
‘working days’ organised by the FFA and 

Competitive ploughing can 
be immensely satisfying but, 
be warned, once you become 
involved, it can become 
strangely addictive, too!

TOP 10 TIPS:
COMPETITIVE PLOUGHING
Tractors were designed to pull ploughs, but there’s 
a real art to doing the job well. So how can a novice 
owner start learning the craft?
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PLOUGHING EXPLAINED

the Society of Ploughmen, held all around 
the UK. These are informal and enjoyable 
occasions designed to encourage owners 
to get active with their tractors, especially 
those interested in ploughing. Experience 
levels don’t matter and beginners are 
certainly welcomed at these events, 
where helpful advice and tuition is made 
available to all. 

2. Competition structure
Once the novice ‘plougher’ has 
developed a degree of consistency and 
skill in his or her ability, then the world 
of proper competition beckons. The 
pinnacle of the UK competition scene 
is the annual, British National Ploughing 
Championships, organised by the Society 
of Ploughmen. It’s held at a different 
venue each year, and competitors qualify 
for it by winning one of the many regional 
competitions. All competitions are divided 
up into multiple classes, based on tractor 
age and plough type. Clubs like the FFA 
also run their own competitions, with 
finals at the championship event.

3. Ploughing requirement
At a ploughing match organised by the 
Society of Ploughmen, the ploughing 
requirement is always the same. 
Competitors are required to work on 
individual, marked-out plots, each of 
which is 12m wide and 100m long. 
However, in cases where competitions 
are being held on sites where overall 
space is limited – or if the number of 
entrants is high –  the plot size can be cut 
in half. Every competitor is given up to 
four hours to complete the ploughing of 
their plot, but must only go over the whole 
area once. So, if a competitor makes a 

mess of things in one section, there’s no 
prospect for running back over it in an 
attempt to make it look better. Stewards 
and judges continuously monitor 
progress.

4. Ploughing objectives
The primary aims when ploughing a 
competition plot are to cover all the 
ground, leave the surface level and to 
completely bury whatever was on the 
surface to begin with (grass, weeds, 
stubble). Also, all furrows must be 
straight, and equal to their neighbours. 
Judges are meticulous with their checking 
of ploughing consistency and accuracy, 
and will take measurements to confirm 
their visual impressions if necessary. The 
subtleties involved in achieving a top-
quality result are beyond the scope of this 
feature. There’s an art to plough set-up 
and adjustment which, to explain things 
properly, deserves a whole article of its 
own.

5. Getting started
The first action of every competitor is to 
‘open up’ their plot with a single, straight 
run up the centre (using marker poles as 
permitted sighters) and then a return run. 
The judge will then be required to assess 
this start before ploughing can continue, 
as there are competition points available 
for the quality of the ‘opening up’. The 
third run is called ‘heading in’, after which Competitions include classes for all ages of tractor and types of plough. 

An exacting approach is essential. 
Every aspect of the ploughing 
done in a competition is assessed, 
so keeping the plough correctly 
adjusted to produce the desired 
consistency of result, is essential.
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runs will continue up and down the length 
of the plot, on alternate sides, until the full 
width has been ploughed. 

6. How it’s scored
The judges’ scoring is based on a 
system that’s used across all ploughing 
competitions in the UK. There’s a 
maximum number of points available 
for each of the various aspects being 
assessed, and a competitor’s final score 
is calculated by totalling all the individual 
section points. The aspects judged 
include opening-up, ‘the start’ (the first 11 
or 12 furrows), seedbed (how well grass/
weeds/stubble have been turned in), 
firmness of the furrows, uniformity of the 
furrows, the finish (the final six furrows) 
and the ‘ins and outs’ (the neatness and 
accuracy of the plough’s entry and exit 
into/from the soil). Competition judges 
are all experienced ploughmen and their 
decisions are always final. 

7. Plough types
The humble plough has changed a 
good deal over the decades, and this 
is reflected in the classes seen at a 
ploughing match. The oldest is the trailing 
plough (as would have been pulled by 
horses), which is towed by the tractor. 
These were replaced by the mounted 
plough, which fixes directly on to a 
tractor – some of which are hydraulically 
adjustable if the tractor is new enough. 
The modern approach is the reversible 
plough, which is used in competition 
by the newest tractors. All ploughs 
have varying degrees of adjustability, 
according to their level of sophistication. 
Understanding how the individual 
adjustments affect the performance of the 
plough is an obviously crucial factor for 
a successful plough operator, and only 
comes with experience.

8. Straight-line secret
One of the keys to good ploughing is 
having the ability to produce a straight 
furrow which, as you might imagine, 
requires the tractor to be driven in a 
straight line. But don’t be fooled; this 
simple necessity sounds a lot easier than 
it actually is. The tractor must be steered 
by hand at all times, while often running 
at an angle and with the driver spending 
much of the time looking rearwards, 
keeping an eye on – and adjusting – 
the performance of the plough. This is 
hardest to do with a mounted plough, 
because of the rigid link between it and 
the tractor. So, if the plough has been 
badly set up, and is sitting slightly angled 
to one side or the other, it can cause the 
tractor to veer disastrously. Mounted 
plough set-up is vital. 

9. Which equipment?
The good news is that there’s no need 
to spend a fortune on an all-singing, 
all-dancing plough. In some respects, 
the more expensive implements can be 
more difficult to use – particularly for a 
novice – because there are too many 
adjustments available. A simpler, older, 
two-furrow plough is a far better option 
for an enthusiastic beginner, and perfectly 
usable 1960s and ’70s versions of these 
are still readily available for well under 
£1,000 today. Many ploughmen will 
recommend Ransomes equipment, which 
is good advice and, as replacement parts 
are now available for these ploughs from 
India, whatever renovation work that 
may be needed won’t be a problem. As 
far as the tractor is concerned, novice 
ploughers are best advised to work with 
something small and manageable, such 
as a Dexta.    

10. Common mistakes
One of the most common mistakes that 
even quite experienced ploughmen make 
is not taking enough care with their ‘ins 
and outs’ at the beginning and end of each 
furrow. The judges require a good straight 
line at the two ends of the ploughed patch, 
not an untidy, ragged one. So great care 
must be taken with the precise point at 
which the plough is dropped and lifted 
each time. It’s also quite common for 
operators to fail to notice changes in the 
soil make-up as they progress across the 
field. Different types of soil will present 
different densities, and these will be 
turned differently by the plough unless 
adjustments are made to compensate. 
Such defects will be spotted and marked 
down by the judges. The best advice for 
any beginner is to watch an experienced 
ploughman at work, and learn as much as 
possible before starting themselves. ■

Competition ploughing involves studying the plough as it works, which makes 
keeping the tractor running straight an art in itself.
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T
he Fordson Super Dexta’s engine 
was looking much better after 
it had been sandblasted. All the 
oil and grime had been removed 

and the bare metal then treated with red 
oxide primer to stop it rusting. So, now it 
was time to begin stripping it apart. While 
it was still attached to the tractor, I began 
by removing the smaller, more vulnerable 
items, such as the water pump. However, 
no sooner had I extracted its four retaining 
bolts, than a problem arose. 

Evidently, somebody working on this 
tractor in the past had forgotten to fit 
the plate on the back, meaning that the 
engine’s coolant had started to corrode the 
timing case cover. Ignoring such a problem 
could mean that the coolant solution would 
eventually find its way into the engine, so a 
new plate would certainly be needed. 

Engine out!
With the help of my engine crane and 
leveller, I got the engine disconnected 
from the tractor, into my workshop and 
securely mounted so that the serious 
work could begin. With the clutch 
assembly removed, I had access to the 
backplate and, with that removed, the 
rear crank oil seal was revealed. This is 
in two sections, with a rope seal pressed 
into the aluminium housing that’s bolted 
to the block with six bolts. Two of these 
fixings are longer than the rest, and their 
job is to clamp the rope seal together. 
Behind this assembly, there’s a gasket. 

Removing the sump was the next job 
so, once I’d drained the old engine oil, I 
could start undoing the collection of ½in 
bolts that hold it in place. Some of these 
are hidden, so making sure they were all 

removed is essential. As the sump itself 
on this Super Dexta application is such a 
heavy item, I simply raised the engine off 
it using the hoist that was still attached to 
the cylinder head. 

Of course, I took care to raise the 
engine high enough to clear the main 
oil pick-up pipe, which sits quite low 
down. Damaging the feed pipes at this 
stage wouldn’t be a good idea! Looking 
inside the sump for the first time, I wasn’t 
surprised to discover a thick layer of 
black sludge collected at the bottom, 
surrounding the circular gauze. 

As the bottom end was now apart, it 
was time to move upwards and remove 
the cylinder head so that I could have a 
proper look at the condition of that. The 
three diesel injectors were first to come 
out, as there’s a row of bolts holding the 

Ben Phillips gets to work on the 1964 Fordson 
Super Dexta restoration project, removing, 
stripping and assessing the engine

A SUPER PROJECT

Once the Fordson had been sand-
blasted, the engine was left lovely and 
clean on the outside.

Even though the engine was going to 
be removed fi rst, the whole lot was 
painted in red oxide, along with the 
rest of the tractor.

PART
TWO
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cylinder head down under them. I planned 
to send the injectors, together with the 
pump, to Dieselec Services in Ditton 
Priors, Shrops. (tel:  01746 712621), for 
some expert TLC.

Poor maintenance
As I inspected the rest of the head, I 
noticed that the front water jackets, 
that had been exposed from behind the 
thermostat housing, looked extremely 
rusty. Also, at the rear of the head, the 
backplate was starting to rust through, 
and there were actually some holes visible. 
So, in common with many others, it was 
becoming clear that this engine had been 
starved of regular oil changes and that a 
decent anti-freeze concentration had rarely 
(if ever) been maintained. 

However, there was better news once 
I’d removed the rocker cover. The rocker 
shaft appeared to be in good condition, so 
would require nothing more than a clean. 
Extracting it is simply a matter of removing 

four retaining nuts, plus the oil feed union 
at the back. Once this was out of the 
way, all the head bolts were exposed and 
ready to undo. Cylinder heads can be 
difficult to lift off because, with age, the 
inevitable carbon deposits that build-up 
along the head stud stems make things 
awkward. 

As I’d expected, this one was fairly 
badly affected in this way, and firmly stuck 
in place. But, as I still had the engine 
crane connected to the lifting eyes bolted 
to the head, I managed to lift it off with 
relative ease. With the head clear and 
stored safely, I could see that the head 
gasket was on its last legs, the pistons 
were fairly black and the bores showing 
noticeable signs of mechanical wear. 
Thankfully, these components were due 
to be replaced with shiny new parts, so I 
wasn’t concerned.  

Understanding and keeping the 
crankshaft, rocker shaft and the fuel 
injector pump all timed together correctly 
is essential when undertaking an engine 
rebuild like this. In the front timing case, 
you’ll find four gears, all of which have 
timing marks that line up together when 
the engine is set at TDC. I always apply 

Beginning the engine stripping 
process, I removed a few items before 
unbolting the engine from the skid 
unit. The water pump came off fi rst. 

These six bolts secure the rear crank 
oil seal housing to the block. The 
housing is a two-piece component 
that’s clamped together with two 
further nuts and bolts.

The important back plate was missing 
from behind the water pump. Without 
it, water is allowed to corrode the 
aluminium, as seen here. 

Using an engine crane and the hooks 
on the engine, lifting this heavy unit 
was easy; I could simply put it exactly 
where I wanted it!

Once the clutch assembly had been 
removed, the engine backplate could 
be taken off – all helping to make the 
unit a bit lighter.

With the backplate off, the engine was 
a much smaller unit now and the rear 
crank oil seal was revealed. 

RIGHT: A collection of bolts hold the 
sump on. Always watch out for the 
ones which aren’t so obviously visible, 
like the one I’m pointing at here. 
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Switching my attention to the top of 
the engine, the injectors were removed 
from the cylinder head, preparatory to 
being sent away for service.

dabs of different coloured paint on these 
gears, so that it’s obvious how they 
should be orientated when it comes 
to reassembly. However, in this case, 
somebody had been inside before me, 
and had stamped a series of identification 
dots on the gears, which did the same as 
my paint system.

Easy access
By this stage, I’d transferred the engine 
block to a specially-made stand designed 

to secure the weight safely. Not only did 
this make it much easier to be able to 
move the unit around, but it also allowed 
for the unit to be rotated through 360° 
– very convenient when working on the 
bottom end. 

The Super Dexta engine is fitted 
with a four-bearing crankshaft that’s 
held in position by ¾in set bolts that, 
themselves, are secured with tab 
washers. Three of these bolts were 
clear, but the front one had the oil pump 

attached to it, so that (and its associated 
pipework) had to be removed as well. 
Using a flat-bladed screwdriver, I flicked 
off the ‘e’ clip on the oil pump idler gear, 
which revealed one of the three bolts 
holding the pump in place. With these, 
and the two feed pipes disconnected, 
the pump could be simply lifted clear. It 
will be replaced with a new one.         

Next, I removed all the main bearing 
caps securing the crankshaft, which 
are number-stamped to avoid the risk 

RIGHT: Once 
I’d removed 
the cylinder 
head, I was 
pleased not to 
fi nd anything 
too untoward. 
Yes, the head 
gasket had 
certainly seen 
better days, 
but that’s to 
be expected.

It was important to lift the engine high 
enough to clear the oil pump pick-up 
pipe, as its positioning makes it quite 
vulnerable.  

Removing the rocker shaft provided 
me with the necessary access to get 
at the cylinder head bolts. 

The usual black, oily sludge was found 
lurking in the sump; too many years of 
infrequent oil changes had, no doubt, 
contributed to this gloopy mess. 

Once all the sump bolts had been 
removed, I simply lifted the engine with 
the crane to separate the two.  

At the rear of the cylinder head, the 
rectangular backplate covering the 
water jackets had corroded enough to 
produce a hole, as seen here. Years of 
running with an insuffi cient antifreeze 
concentration in the coolant were 
responsible for this.

When removing the rocker shaft, 
always make sure that the main oil feed 
pipe union at the back is undone, as it 
won’t lift off with that still attached.
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of replacing them in the wrong position. 
I always clean these carefully, then store 
them in a clean box so that they remain 
safe, undamaged and ready for the 
re-assembly stage. 

Once I’d removed the crankshaft, 
my initial inspection suggested that it 
wasn’t in bad condition. Nevertheless, 
it was still destined to be sent away to 
be accurately assessed and machined if 
necessary. I also removed and cleaned 
the rocker shaft, then put this carefully to 

one side for later. Tapping the pistons 
out through the top of the block was 
the final job I tackled before reaching 
for the pressure washer. I always 
make a point of thoroughly cleaning 
blocks before sending them away 
to the machine shop – in this case, 
Bromsgrove engine services (tel: 01527 
559333, bromsgroveengineservices.
com).

Also being sent off with the block 
was the set of new liners I’d bought. 

These are thin and extremely tight to fit, 
and they’re supplied semi-finished, so 
really are a job for the machine shop. 
Finally, I’d also discovered that the small 
end bushes needed reaming out to the 
correct size of the new gudgeon pins, 
so they were sent off too. ■

However, before the gears are 
removed, it’s a good idea to align the 
timing marks. Also make sure that 
you’re familiar with how to re-position 
them properly, when the rebuild stage 
is reached.

Removing the oil pump involves prising 
out this e clip on the intermediate 
gear… 

Removing the big end caps and the 
main bearings cleared the way to lift 
the crankshaft out.

The fi nal things removed from the 
block were the three pistons; simply 
tapped out from below.

Once the block was bare, it was 
thoroughly cleaned using a pressure 
washer before being dispatched to 
Bromsgrove Engine Services. 

Engine reassembly begins    

NEXT TIME

There are no timing chains used on 
these Perkins engines, just gears. 
These will all have to be removed and 
cleaned.

… followed by undoing these three 
bolts plus the feed pipes at the rear, 
then the whole pump can be taken off.

With the block now fi tted to an 
adjustable engine stand, I enjoyed 
the luxury of being able to turn the 
whole unit upside-down, which made 
removing the crankshaft so much 
easier. 
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OUT & ABOUT
Peter Love reports on the Ford and Fordson 
events, sales and news that have caught his 
expert eye over the past few weeks

If you have an event, sale or general 
tractor news that you feel would 
interest readers, then please contact 
Peter Love directly, by calling 01323 
833125 or sending an email to: 
peterlove@madasafi sh.com

WANT TO BE INCLUDED?

NANTMEL’S CANCER FUNDRAISER

T
ractors from all over Powys, South 
and West Wales – as well as the 
Border Counties – converged 

on Cefnllyn Farm, Nantmel on July 
21st, for the third running of the Tractor 
Enthusiasts of Nantmel TEN club’s annual 
Nantmel Tractor Run, in aid of Cancer 
Research UK.  

The start venue was the home of Alfred 
and Liz Lewis (Liz is the chairperson of 
the local Rhayader branch of Cancer 

Research UK), and tractor drivers were 
treated to tea/coffee and cake before the 
offi cial send-off, conducted by county 
councillors, David Evans and Kelvyn Curry.

John Bates led the procession away, 
along the ridge overlooking the spectacular 
Llyngwyn lake, and to tour the communities 
of Nantglas and Gaufron, before dropping 
down into Rhayader. Then the tractors 
headed towards Saint Harmon, taking 
in the magnifi cent scenery of the Marteg 

Raymond Rees was out on the Nantmel 
run with his famous County 1174. 

Keith Williams, from Newbridge, enjoyed 
the Nantmel run on his fi ne, original 
Fordson Power Major. 

valley, and on to Pantydwr and towards 
Llidiartywaun – taking in the water splash 
– before returning to Pantydwr and Saint 
Harmon for a late lunch. The popular raffl e 
was drawn before the tractors headed 
back to Nantmel and the fi nish.  

The TEN Club would like to thank all 
participants, marshals and supporters for 
their help, and for the generous donations 
and raffl e prizes. It was all well worth it! 
Anne Bates

D
espite an unseasonal, offi cial 
‘yellow’ weather warning about 
torrential rain and gales over Wales 

on Friday, August 9th, the Three Cocks 
Vintage Society Ltd’s annual steam and 
vintage rally went ahead on Sunday, 
August 11th.

Held at Boatside Farm, Hay-on-Wye, 
overlooking the beautiful river Wye and 
Black Mountains, the penultimate rally 
before the Society celebrates its ruby 
anniversary, was opened president and 
county councillor, James Gibson-Watt.  

F&FT DEC 2019/JAN 2019

Llanyre’s Mike Chandler was out with 
his early Fordson Dexta. 

This Perkins V8 diesel-powered Fordson 
E27N Major, belonging to P Parish, 
looked superb at Boatside Farm. 

espite an unseasonal, offi cial 

BONANZA
BOATSIDE

NANTMEL’S CANCER FUNDRAISERNANTMEL’S CANCER FUNDRAISER
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LINCS STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY

H
eld in good weather, the 34th 
Lincolnshire Steam & Vintage 
Rally took place on August 

17-18th. It turned out to be a grand 
occasion for Graham Morley 
and his team, who staged the 
tractor section at this, the biggest 
event of its kind in the county. An 
impressive 300+ tractors were 
gathered for visitors to enjoy. 

There was a good crowd on 
both days, but the event also 
attracted some trouble-makers late 
on Saturday evening, which was 
unfortunate. Thankfully, none of the 
tractors was touched as far as we 
know, and on Sunday, everyone 
worked hard to make the best of a 
disappointing incident.

As always, Graham Morley 
worked tirelessly to put together an 
excellent selection of all the major 
makes or tractor, plus various 
continental models and much else 
besides. All were assembled by the 
famous showground clock tower, 
and even benefi ted from their own 
parade ring.

The exhibits included an 
excellent selection of Ford and 
Fordsons, with more than 70 of 
them creating an amazing display. 
It was also gratifying to note the 
very high standard of restoration 
among these vehicles and, all-
in-all, the superb variety of Ford 
and Fordsons contributed to an 
excellent event.

Dextas in all shapes and sizes were seen at the 34th Lincolnshire Steam &                 
Vintage Rally.

EVENTS

Chris Nicholson parading his 1944 
Fordson Standard N Utility at the Three 
Cocks Vintage Society Ltd’s steam and 
vintage rally.

Mr Gibson-Watt took a great 
interest in the wide variety of tractors 
and steam-powered vehicles on 
display, which isn’t a great surprise 
given that he’s actually related to 
James Watt, the Scottish inventor 
whose steam engine contributed so 
much to the industrial revolution.

There was an excellent array of 
Fordsons on display – a make that 
was popular in the border areas of 
England and Wales. So enthusiasts 
should certainly make a date in the 
diary for the 2020 event, which is 
scheduled for August 9th. 
Anne Bates.

There was a fi ne line of Fordson E1As at the show, with the clock tower in the 
background.    

EVENTS
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BUSY HADDENHAM WEEKEND

T
his event has certainly come 
a long way since the original, 
back in 1971, boasted 26 steam 

engines, fi ve motorcycles, two cars 
and just three tractors. It’s always a 
friendly, welcoming and busy show 
and this year saw a great selection of 
modern tractor dealers in attendance, 
plus various other club stands and even 
tractor restorers like A Newman & Sons 
displaying their excellent work. 

The local Ernest Doe stand featured 
an unusual County Z, that started life 
as a Bogmaster-style machine for the 
Forestry Commission with wide tracks. 

It was then converted with the high rear 
sprocket and cut-down tracks, and 
worked for GS Shropshire & Sons Ltd, 
pulling an iceberg lettuce planting rig 
(for which its creeper transmission was 

KETTERING BOUNCES BACK

The rare, high-gear County Z Diesel E1A 
Major, of GS Shropshire & Sons Ltd, on 
the Ernest Doe stand.

Ford 1000 and restored Ford 5000, with an E1A Major six-cylinder conversion in the 
background, illustrate the diverse line-up at Haddenham.

F&FT DEC 2019/JAN 2019

F
ollowing last year’s weather-
ruined, loss-making event, we’re 
delighted to report that the 2019 

Kettering Vintage Rally & Steam Fayre 
very much returned to form. 

While a scorching, 26°C Saturday 

outshone a dull and wet Sunday, this 
wasn’t enough to dampen overall spirits 
as the charity event celebrated its 20th 
anniversary. There were more than 140 
tractors entered, with at least 30 of them 
coming from the blue family. 

Ring commentary for the parade 
was provided by former FFA chairman, 
Peter Godwin, and the audience 
enjoyed his relaxed style. We’re sure 
that his inspiring words do much 
to encourage newcomers into the 
preservation movement, and long 
may that – and this well-liked show – 
continue. 

ideally suited).
There were many other highlights at 

this fi ne, traditional show which, we’re 
happy to report, is going from strength 
to strength. 

There was a raft of Fordson Super Dextas at the Kettering 
show; this 1963 example certainly looked the part. 

This early Dexta even took its owner’s dog for a ride around 
the parade ring! 
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T
he Kelsey Media special display at 
this year’s Great Dorset Steam Fair 
was arranged around the company’s 

welcome marquee in the static tractor 
section, and organised by Peter Love.

The 100-year Roadless and 90-year 
County celebration display had been 
limited to 50 tractors, but actually boasted 
57. These were from the two most 
famous, British-built, four-wheel-drive 
tractor manufacturers of their time. Both 
companies did so much for British exports, 
successfully sending their products all 
around the world. Today, 90% of all tractors 
feature four-wheel drive as standard, so the 
need for a specialist manufacturer offering it 
has disappeared. 

There weren’t as many Countys as there 
were Roadless on display, but that wasn’t 
really a surprise as the event was held in 
good, Roadless country. Nevertheless, 
those on show did encapsulate the full 

range of County models, from Robert Jenkins’ 
1949 CFT, to the very rare and all-original, 
1977 Power Drive 11F (with Farmhand loader) 
belonging to the Martin family. 

Also, there was a good selection of 
1164/74s, together with the winner of the Post-
1965 Class, the  Glanville’s 1184TW 120hp 
monster. This tractor – from Yelverton, Devon 
– was making its rally debut after restoration, 
and what an impressive one it was, too!

As for the six-cylinder Roadless 6/4, there 
were four examples on show, including two 
consecutive-numbered examples belonging to 
Mike Mitchell and Jake Hooper. The Malcolm 
Cooke green and yellow example (from 
Northern Ireland), went on to take the Pre-
1965 Class award at the show. This machine 
had been rebuilt by Ben Craig at Harbey, and 
made its debut last year at the Newark Show. 

Julian Mousley came out with his lovely, 
well-restored and genuine Roadless Dexta, 
and took second place in his class. Another 
lovely original and clean machine was Richard 
Lewis’ 1963 Super Dexta, and it was great to 
see that machine, as well. 

One person who really enjoyed 
the occasion was Peter Watkin from 
Borth, Ceredigion, with his Roadless 65 
Ploughmaster. He suffered a puncture on the 
Thursday of the show, caused by a porous 
tube. Nevertheless, thanks to Blandford Tyres, 

a repair was made on-site, which only cost 
Peter £75! 

Bringing the story up-to-date, visitors 
enjoyed Cooke’s unique, 1982 BT-coloured 
120 – the last of the breed – and Mike 
Mitchell’s stunning, 1981 980S. These 
two tractors fi nished second and third 
respectively in their class. 

All-in-all, the display went very well, 
although would have benefi tted from 
more marshals. Peter extends his thanks 
to everyone who helped make it such a 
great event. It was fantastic to be able to 
celebrate these two illustrious makes at the 
biggest event of its type in the world, and 
that’s saying something!  

EVENTS

A County 4000-Four passes the amazing Roadless BT120 – the last Roadless sold 
by the original company.

There were two industrial 
Roadless Super Majors that 
at one time had worked for 
the British Army. 

This early, Automower of 
Bath, Fordson E1A Major 
was in the static tractor line-
up at the GDSF.

The Byrne Roadless J17; an 
excellent job, all around! 

This County 1454 (missing 
its roof) is an extremely rare 
sight nowadays.

The dual-wheeled County 1174, in 
original-style condition, was very 
popular.

ROADLESS AND COUNTY STAR

Mike Mitchell’s 1981 Roadless 980S – 
with the portal axle – is a stunner.   

The Post-War Restored Class winner 
was the Glanville’s County 1184TW, 
making its rally debut.
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SALES CORNER
Our resident auction and sales guru, Peter Love, 
offers a snapshot of the Ford & Fordson movers 
and shakers changing hands at auctions and 
sales across the UK 

COUNTY BARGAIN!

V
isitors to Kelsey Media’s 
special County display at 
the Great Dorset Steam Fair 

this year, may have spotted Mike 
Brown’s tractor – I think a County 
1124 – running beautifully each day 
and fi tted with a David Brown bonnet 
assembly and a fully functioning 
Atlas crane.

Well, it still works regularly in the 
woods, and is now for sale at a 
decent price. Obtaining the correct 
bonnet wouldn’t involve a major 
outlay and, as both County and 
Roadless prices are now on the up, 
my advice is to get in there now! 
Anyone interested should call 07957 
804415 for details. 

Slumbering in the line-up at the GDSF, 
with its David Brown bonnet, this County 
1124 should be snapped up!

GOOD COVEY SALE

O
ver 300 cars were counted in the car 
park for the HJ Pugh Chris Covey and 
family sale at Nutshells, Alford, Surrey 

on September 21st. This was an important 
sale of its kind, offering a huge range of 
implements, plant, tractors and horticultural 
machines. 

The family was very helpful with loading after 
the sale and, while a lot of history went with the 

F&FT DEC 2019/JAN 2020

T
he past few months saw three 
Forward Control (FC) Countys 
come up for sale in various 

conditions, and all in the South East of 
England. 

At a South Eastern Marts sale at 
Ludgershall, Petworth, a six-cylinder 
example sold for £8,500 (grade 2 
condition) while, near Haywards Heath, 
a four-cylinder example in rough order 
(grade 1.8) sold for £5,000. Finally, at 
the Covey sale, a grade 2.5, FC 1004 
with Hiab crane (Q450 FRU with V5c) 
was sold by HJ Pugh to Ireland for 
£10,600, plus buyer’s premium. 

COUNTY FC 
UPDATE

This original County FC 1004 (used 
for timber work) sold at the Covey 
sale in September for a very good 
£10,600, but needs some work.

stock, there’s still plenty left for another day.
Among the highlights were: 1944 Ford 

Ferguson 8N, spares or repair 1, £400; 1949 
County CFT (No. PP10019) crawler, runs and 
drives 2, £1,900; Ford Ferguson 8N on iron 
wheels 1.6, £720; 1940 Fordson Standard N 
water washer, wide iron rear wheels 2, £800; 
E1A Power Major, good runner 2, £2,000; 
1956 Fordson E1A Major excellent, rollbar 

(KPN 794 V5c) 2, £2,100.
A 1985 Ford TW35 C57 FHK 4WD, front 

weights and hydraulic arms, rear wheel 
weights, tidy V5c, 9.4, £13,500; 1990 Ford 
8730 4WD Power-shift 5,979h (H833 MTW 
V5c) 9.5 £17,500; 1985 Ford 8210 2WD 
(overhaul needed) V5c 2/9, £3,300 and a 
County FC 1004 with Hiab crane, runs and 
drives, V5c, 2, £10,600. 

This Ford TW-35 four-wheel-drive sold for 
a decent £13,500, all things considered.

The top price paid on the day at the 
Covey sale was £17,500 for this good 
looking 8730 four-wheel-drive.

Although the bidding reached £16,000, 
this rare industrial Fordson E27N Major 
rotovator didn’t sell.

GOOD COVEY SALE
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F
ox Bennett held the Jim Andrews, 
and his brother-in-law John Norman, 
dispersal sale on September 14th 

at Hinckley, Leicestershire, as both had 
decided to retire. 

The John Norman part consisted 
primarily of Fordson spares and tractors, 
the majority being original or ‘as last used’ 
and in running condition, and just over 
750 lots came under the hammer. 

The Ford highlights included: Fordson 
Major 6-cyl (RWK 623) conversion 
engine, needing attention, £650; Fordson 
Major E1A (UAC 738), runner 1.9, £1,400; 
Fordson Major E1A (ONR 194) c/w loader, 
runner and best of the Majors 2, £1,700; 
Fordson Power Major, runner, wide rear 
wheels 2, £2,200; Roadless Super Major 
(199 XUK) ‘bitsa’ runner, engine changed, 
wrong hydraulic top, 2, £6,800.

KIVELLS MAJOR INTEREST

K
ivells conducted a notable 
monthly sale at Holsworthy 
Market, Devon, on 

September 7th, with potential 
buyers travelling from all over              
the UK.

The 2,000-lot sale of machinery 

KIVELLS MAJOR INTEREST

This is how the Majors were found when the auctioneers           
fi rst visited. 

This Live Drive example, that had been pulled out the bushes, 
went on to sell for £380.

TRACTOR SALES

Perhaps the best of the E1As at the 
Fox Bennett in Hinckley sale was this 
Power Major. With its wide rimes, it 
sold for £2,200.

E1AS AT HINCKLEY

This Roadless Super Major was a bit 
of a ‘bitsa’ but, nevertheless, sold for a 
good £6,800.

Ford 3000 FWD 
WANTED
If you’ve got a Ford 3000 four-
wheel-drive for sale, please 
contact reader Ian Wilson,                             
tel: 07770 362396.

Steering box covers
If you want a mint condition, 
restored, steering box cover for 
a Ford 4000, then ex-Ford 1000 
Series demonstrator, Ian Wilson, 
has just the thing. Call 07770 
362396 for details. 

One-owner 1968 
Roadless 75 
Absolutely original, 1968 Roadless 
75 – never seen a paintbrush – still 
got the stickers, clean and well 
looked after, 7,128 hours from new. 
It has a complete set of weights, 
engine sounds good, clutch, 
gears, PTO, brakes and hydraulics 
work as they should, £12,750. 
Email: timothyhowkins@gmail.com

And briefl y…

and poultry included a private 
collection of six Fordson E1A Major 
tractors from a farm on the edge of 
Dartmoor, being sold on behalf of the 
Heyward family. Four were running 
and two were in need of the full 
works, but they were all rather rough. 

The pick of the bunch was the 
Major complete with loader in 
good working order. It had been 
lightly used over the past few 
years, and sold for £2,100. The 
remainder fetched between £200 
and £1,300.
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W
elcome to our 'family' price guide that covers County, 
Fordson, Ford, Muir-Hill and Roadless. The prices 
quoted here are what the various models have sold 
for at auction or privately over the past few years. The 

price guide is updated regularly, but if your model is not listed or 
you have information on sale prices that we have not come across, 
do get in touch as we would be delighted to hear from you. Please 
email the editor at: chris.graham@kelsey.co.uk

 COUNTY       

CFT E27N p/p crawler 1948-5 £1,800  £2,100  £5,100  £4,600  £7,100  NA

CFT E27N Perkins P6 crawler 1948-51 £2,300 £3,100  £7,100  £6,800 £8,600 NA

Major Z crawler 1951-54 £1,600  £2,400  £6,800 £4,000 £5,100 NA

Major Z Mk II/III/IV crawler  1954-59  £1,600 £3,400  £4,900 £4,400  £5,300 NA

Major Ploughman crawler 1957-58 £1,600 £2,000 £4,900 £3,800 £5,100  NA

Major Ploughman P50 crawler 1958-61 £1,800 £2,200  £6,000  £3,400 £4,800  £8,500

Major Ploughman P55 crawler 1961-65 £1,900 £2,400  £5,500 £3,900 £4,400  NA

Major Ploughman 6-cyl crawler 1963-65 £2,200 £2,600 £5,400 £4,200 £5,420 NA

Four-Drive 1954-58 £7,700 £8,000 £12,100 £9,500  £15,750 £16,000

Hi-Drive 1958-62 £2,500 £3,600 £5,200 £5,600 £6,100 NA

County Dexta forestry 4 x4 1964 NA £9,800 NA NA NA NA

Super-4 1961-65 £4,600 £6,700  £12,600 £12,000 £16,500 £12,000

Super-4 Sea Horse replica orig scrap 1963 NA NA NA £10,000 NA NA

Super-6 1962-65 £4,800 £6,000 £10,300 £11,500 £18,200 £20,000

654  1964-68 £3,100 £4,230 £10,000 £8,900 £9,800 NA

FC654 1965-68 £2,900  £3,800 £6,400 £4,500 £5,600 NA

954  1965-67  £3,750 £3,900 £10,000 £5,400 £6,200 NA

1004 1966-75 £3,000 £4,200  £10,000 £7,000  £8,700 £10,300

854T 1967-68 £3,200 £4,300 £10,000 £5,900 £7,800 NA

FC1004 1967-77 £3,400 £4,600 £7,000 £5,950 £7,200 £15,500

1124  1967-72  £3,900  £7,200  £12,400  £8,900  £13,500 £18,000

1124 drainage machine 1967-72  NA   £4,300 NA £7,600 NA NA

754  1968-75 £3,600  £4,500 £7,000 £5,950 £8,950 NA

FC754 1968-75 £3,200 £4,400 £6,500 £5,950 £6,800 NA

4000-Four 1968-75 £2,100 £3,400 £8,000 £5,600 £8,200 £10,300

IHC 614 1966-68 NA £10,900 £16,000 £13,600 £18,000 NA

IHC 634  1969-72 £8,900 £9,500 £17,300 £20,000 £25,000 NA

1164 1971-77 £3,200 £8,400 £12,300 £8,600 £22,200 £14,500

944 1971-75 £2,800 £4,200 £9,400 £11,000 £12,200 NA

1254  1972-75  £4,850  £7,900  £14,500  £10,000  £14,400 £17,200

1454 1972-78 £4,900 £9,800 £15,200 £10,950 £15,500 £18,400

764  1975-78  £2,800  £4,640  £9,100  £6,800  £10,400  NA

964  1975-77 £3,300 £4,100 £9,100 £7,900 £10,700 NA

4600-Four 1975-81 £2,900 £4,300 £9,000 £5,900 £8,300  NA

6600-Four 1975-81 £3,400 £4,600 £9,000 £5,600 £8,800 NA

7600-Four 1975-81  £3,600 £4,800 £9,000 £5,800 £8,900 NA

1174 1977-79 £5,900 £11,000  £20,000 £19,200 £32,000 £34,000

6700-Four 1978-81 £3,600 £4,700 £9,000 £5,100 £7,600 NA

7700-Four  1978-81 £3,700 £4,800 £8,200 £5,200 £7,800 NA

FC1174 1978-80  £2,400 £3,100 £7,000  £5,500 £7,600 NA

774 1978-90 £3,200 £4,100 £14,000 £5,800 £8,100 NA

974 1978-90 £3,300 £4,300 £14,000 £7,800 £9,000 NA

1184 TW 1979-90 £8,600 £12,500 £21,000 £16,800 £54,000 £62,500

1464 TW 1978-87 £10,900 £14,980 £35,000 £17,800  £21,800 NA

1474 Short nose 1979-83 £22,200 £28,000 £71,000 £73,000 £81,000 NA

1474 Long nose 1979-83  £21,600  £24,200 £51,000 £64,000 £90,000 NA

County Ford 8100 2WD 1978-80 NA £3,400 £4,850 NA £7,200 NA

County Ford 8200 4WD  1980-82 NA £4,000 £6,100 £6,400 £7,900 NA 

FC1184 TW 1981-87 NA NA £8,400 NA NA NA

1884 1980-87  £38,000 £53,000 £120,000 £89,000 £100,000 NA

6610-F 1981-83 £7,400 £8,500 £12,000 £10,600 £12,800 NA

7610-E 1981-83 £7,400 £8,500 £12,000 £10,600 £12,800 NA

County Benson 1184-TW  1990 NA NA £21,000 NA NA £47,000

County Benson 118-4 1994 NA  NA £56,000 NA NA NA

 FORDSON/FORD       

MOM  1917-18  £2,900  £5,100  £10,000  £8,100  £21,000  NA

F USA  1918-23  £1,200  £4,400  £7,700  £6,400 £9,200  NA

F Irish  1919-23  £1,800  £2,900  £8,000  £7,000  £10,300  NA

F Irish  1923-28  £1,850  £2,800  £10,000  £6,900  £9,100  NA

F USA  1922-26  £1,350  £1,800  £6,500  £3,800  £6,300  NA

N Irish transition  1928-32  £1,600  £3,800  £7,000  £8,500  £9,600  NA

F Trackson D (equal sprocket)  1923-28  £3,200  £5,200  £7,100  NA  £7,900  NA

F Hadfield-Penfield Rigid Rail X  1922-28  £5,000  £6,800  £10,500  NA  NA  NA

Model T Eros Farm Conversion  1915-26  NA  £5,900  NA  £12,200  NA  NA

Model T Doodlebug  1912-26  NA  £3,900  NA  £6,200  NA  NA

Model T Road Roller (British made)  1918-26  NA  NA  NA  £2,750  £4,200  NA

F-N Perkins P6 conv  1924-45  NA  NA  £4,300  £3,600  £12,200  NA

N Perkins L4 conv  1928-45  NA  £4,100  NA  £7,600 £7,800  NA

N Perkins 270 conv  1928-45  NA  £3,600  NA  NA  £5,800  NA

N with French SLM2-eng  1934-39  £1,800  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA

N with Perkins Leopard Mk1/2 1937-45 NA NA NA £9,200 NA

N Waterwasher blue  1933-37  £650  £2,800  £4,600  £2,800  £3,800  £4,900

N Orange  1937-40  £600  £1,450  £3,700  £1,900  £4,200  £4,400

N Green  1940-42  £600  £1,350  £3,800  £1,900  £2,100  £4,700

N Utility Green  1943-45  £690  £3,300  £6,800  £3.300  £3,600  £4,300

N Rowcrop (All-round)  1936-45  £3,900  £5,700  £10,800  £7,000  £10,500  NA

N Narrow Hop Garden Kent conv  1933-45 £3,200  £3,500 £10,000 £4,800  £8,700 NA

N Industrial various  1933-45  £1,800  £2,800  £6,500  £3,900  £4,900  NA

F/N Galion Road Roller  1922-34  NA  NA  £5,200  NA  NA  NA

MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6 MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6

F Galion Road Grader  1922-28  NA  NA  £4,900 NA  NA  NA

N Greens Road Roller 1940-44  £1,200  £1,900  £3,800  £2,800 NA  NA

N A/B PT4 Road Roller  1940-44  £1,200  £1,900  £3,800  NA  NA  NA

N RAF Industrial  1938-45  NA NA  £7,600  £4,100  £6,900  NA

Fordson N Dungle Dozer  1943-46  NA  NA  NA  £13,200  NA  NA

9N Ford Ferguson  1939-42  £1,200  £2,100  £3,800  £2,900  £6,000 £6,200

2N Ford Ferguson  1942-47  £1,200  £2,000  £3,700  £2,200  £5,300  NA

2N Ford Ferguson Perkins P3 conv  1942-47  NA  NA  NA  NA  £6,000  NA

2N Ford Ferguson Funk Flathead-6 conv  1942-47  £2,800  £3,000  NA  NA  £4,800  NA

2N Ford Ferguson Funk V-8 conv 1942-47  NA  £4,900  NA  NA  £22,500  NA

2N Ford Ferguson Tug  1943-45  NA  NA  NA  NA  £6,700  NA

8N Ford Ferguson  1947-52  £1,300  £2,300  £3,000  £3,100  £5,400 £7,200

8N Ford Ferguson V-8 conv  1947-52  NA  NA  NA  NA  £11,800  NA

Jubilee  1952-54  £1,300  £1,600  £5,000  £3,200  £5,340  NA

6-900  1954-57  £1,100  £2,000  £3,600  £3,100  £3,900  NA

E27N petrol-paraffin  1945  £750  £1,100  £5,000  £1,800  £2,500  £3,900

E27N petrol-paraffin  1946-48  £750  £1,100  £5,000  £1,800  £6,800 £7,100

E27N Industrial p/p  1945-52  £1,000  £1,600  £4,200  £2,600  £3,000  NA

E27N Industrial p/p  1945-52  £1,000  £1,600  £4,200  £2,600  £3,000  NA

E27 p-p low gear  1946-52  £350  £900  £2,000  £1,600  £2,900  £3,200

E27 p-p high gear  1949-52  £950  £1,100  £5,100  £2,000  £8,000  £8,200

E27N Perkins P6  1948-52  £1,900  £3,900  £14,500  £5,600  £15,000  £17,100

E27N Perkins L4  1945-52  NA  £2,100  £3,900  £4,900  £7,600  NA

E27N Hopgarden-narrow p/p  1946-52  NA  NA  NA  £7,900  NA NA

E27N p/p rowcrop Bettinson conv  1946-52  NA  NA  £6,900  £4,800  NA NA

Major E1A petrol  1951-58 £900  £1,500  £4,200  £3,200  £4,100  NA

N Utility Green 1943-45 £690 £3,300 £6,800 £3.300 £3,600 £4,300

Major E1A diesel  1951-57  £950  £1,900  £7,200  £3,900  £4,900  £7,900

Major E1A diesel industrial  1951-57  £1,800   £2,950  £4,200  £3,700 £4,600 NA

Major KFD 52in narrow  1952-54  £2,100 £3,800 £6,900  £5,900 £8,000  NA

Major KFD 58in narrow  1954-60  £2,000 £3,100  £6,000 £3,900 £7,200  NA

Major KFD 68in narrow  1952-64  £1,700 £3,100  £6,000 £5,300  £7,000  £12,500

Major E1A Mk2 Live-drive  1957-58 £850  £1,800  £3,500  £3,400  £6,600   NA

Power Major  1958-60  £950  £1,900 £3,100  £6,000  £4,800  £5,300

Power Major Industrial 1958-60  £1,700  £2,000 £4,500 £3,600 £3,800  £5,900

Power/Super Major Hydrostatic  1958-65  NA  NA  £4,500  NA  NA  NA

Super Major  1960-62  £1,200 £4,000  £12,650 £4,800  £6,800  £10,100

Super Major Industrial  1960-62  £1,700  £2,900 £5,500  £4,100  £5,500  NA

New Performance Major  1963-64  £2,200  £4,600  £8,000  £4,200  £5,100  £9,400

New Performance Major Industrial  1963-65 £2,100  £2,900  £5,900  £5,400  £6,100  NA

NP Indust Aveling/B grader  1962-64 NA £3,500  NA  £4,500  NA  NA

Major 6-cyl conversion 1952-64  £2,000  £2,600  £3,000  £2,900  £3,800  NA

Dexta  1958-60 £600 £1,300  £1,800  £4,000 £4,800 £6,300

Dexta  1960-62 £850  £1,475  £1,700 £2,500  £5,100  NA

Dexta Special old style pan export  1962-64  £1,000  £1,700 £3,000  £3,300 £4,100  £5,600

Super Dexta 1962-3 £950 £1,800  £3,900  £2,800  £4,200  £6,100

Dexta petrol (older style)  1958-64  £950  £1,900  £3,900  £3,100  £4,400  £5,900

Super Dexta New Performance  1963-64  £1,150  £2,300  £4,100  £5,800  £6,100  £6,800

Dexta petrol (older style)  1958-64  £950  £1,900  £3,900  £3,100  £4,400  £5,900

Super Dexta New Performance  1963-64  £1,150  £2,300  £5,000  £6,800  £4,900  £6,800

Super Dexta NP petrol  1963-64  £1,400  £2,100  £3,300  NA  £4,900  NA

Dexta vineyard-narrow  1959-62  £1,000  £2,000  £4,000  £3,000  £4,400  NA

6-901 range USA  1957-62  £1,000 £1,700  £3,000  £3,200  £4,800  NA

2000 range USA  1962-64  £950  £1,450  £2,800  £2,300  £3,200  NA

4000 range USA  1962-64  £1,250  £1,680  NA  NA  NA  NA

5000 range USA  1962-64  £1,000  £1,950  £6,500  NA  £9,600  NA

6000 Commander Select-O-Speed  1961-65  £2,200  £2,600  £3,400  £3,200  £4,900  NA

Pre Force 2000 petrol  1964-68  NA  £2,900  £3,700  NA  NA  NA

Pre-Force 2000  1965-68  £1,000  £1,300  £4,000  £4,200  £4,800  NA

Pre-Force 2000 4 x 4  1965-68  NA  NA  NA  £4,450 £6,300  NA

Pre-Force 3000  1965-68  £1,700  £2,600   £5,300  £3,900  £4,200  NA

Pre-Force 3000 petrol  1964-68  NA  £2,800  £3,300  NA  NA  NA

Pre-Force 3000 Select-O-Speed  1965-68  £950  £3,000  £6,800  £4,300  £4,800  NA

Pre-Force 3000 vineyard  1965-68  £1,000  £1,800  NA  NA  NA  NA

Pre-Force 4000  1965-68  £1,600  £2,600  £7,000  £2,900  £4,900  NA

Pre-Force 4000 Select-O-Speed  1965-68  NA  NA  £4,100  NA  NA  NA

Pre-Force 5000  1965-68  £2,700  £3,400  £10,000  £4,800  £6,800  £11,000

Pre-Force 5000 4 x 4 M/European conv  1965-68  £2,900  £3,200  £4,500  NA  NA  NA

Pre-Force 5000 Select-O-Speed  1965-68  £3,400  £4,850  £6,000  £5,600  £7,400  NA

Pre-Force 5000 Automowerpylon/w  1967  NA  £3,400  NA  NA  NA  NA

Pre-Force 5000 petrol  1964-68  NA  £2,800  £3,800  NA  NA  NA

Pre-Force 5000 industrial  1961-65  NA  NA  £5,600  NA  NA  NA

Shibaura 1000  1973-5  NA  £2,200  £5,200  £6,600  £7,100  £7,900

Force 2000  1968-75  £1,300  £2,700  £4,600  £3,400  £4,800  £8,000

Force 2000 petrol  1968-72  £1,200  £2,700  NA  £4,200  NA  NA

Force 2000 vineyard-narrow  1968-75  NA  £2,100  NA  NA  £4,000  NA

Force 2000 4 x 4  1968-75  NA  NA  £5,100  NA  £6,200  NA

Force 3000  1968-75  £1,200  £2,100  £4,000  £3,600  £9,000 £9,600

Force 3000 petrol  1968 -75  NA  £2,900  £3,000  NA  NA  NA

Force 3000 vineyard-narrow  1968-75  £1,500  £2,000  £3,500  NA  NA  NA

MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6

Price guide key
BAND ONE:  Possibly not running, but in very complete condition
  Known at times as 'ex-farm' condition
BAND TWO: Will run but needs work done to it
BAND THREE: In original condition
BAND FOUR: Older restoration, but complete and should run
BAND FIVE: Average restored condition and ready to go
BAND SIX:  Concours. Restored tractors in exceptional condition
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Force 3000 4 x 4  1968-75  NA  £3,100  £5,200  NA  £7,000  NA

Force 4000 Select-O-Speed  1968-75  £1,600  £2,100  £5,600  £2,600  NA  NA

Force 4000  1968-75  £1,900  £2,800  £5,000  £3,900 £6,800  £9,200

Force 4000 4 x 4  1968-75  NA  NA  £4,800  NA  NA  NA

Force 4000 petrol  1968-75  NA  £2,500  £3,700  NA  NA  NA

Force 5000 Select-O-Speed  1968-75  £3,700  £3,900  £7,500  £6,600  £7,400  NA

Force 5000  1968-75  £3,100  £4,400  £16,900  6,200  £10,800  £16,400

Force 5000 4 x 4 M/European conv  1968-75  £2,500  £2,950  £3,800  NA  NA  NA

Ford 5000 Cotil Crane  1968-75  NA  £4,100  NA  NA  £6,700  NA

Force 5000 Rowcrop Select-O-Speed  1968-75  NA  £2,600  £5,600  NA  NA  NA

Force 5000 Industrial  1968-75  NA  £3,700  NA  NA  NA  NA

Force 5000 petrol  1968-75  NA  NA  £4,800  NA  NA  NA

Force 7000  1971-75  £3,200  £11,800  £19,600 £8,900  £18,200  £26,500

Force 3055 narrow French  1968-74  £1,500  £2,600  £4,500  NA  NA  NA

8000  1968-72  £3,100  £3,900  £9,000  £5,450  £7,800  NA

9000  1969-72  £3,050  £4,000  £9,000  £4,600  £6,960  NA

8600  1972-79  £2,600  £3,800  £12,200  £4,500  £6,600  NA

9600  1972-79  £2,700  £3,900  £10,700  £4,800  £6,800  NA

2600  1975-81  £1,400  £2,100  £4,800  £3,400  £5,600  NA

3600  1975-81  £1,400  £1,900  £4,800  £3,400  £5,900  NA

3600 narrow  1975-81  £1,700  NA  NA  £3,300  NA  NA

4100  1975-81  £1,750  £2,300  £5,400  £3,600  £5,800  NA

4600  1975-81  £2,150  £3,800  £5,800  £4,800  £5,600 NA

5600  1975-81 £3,100  £3,300 £5,100  £3,600  £5,900  £6,800

6600-6700 2WD  1975-80  £3,000  £4,800  £9,300  £5,900  £11,100  £12,200

6600 4WD  1975-80  £3,200  £4,950  £9,600  £6,400  £9,200 NA

7600 & 7700 2WD  1975-81  £3,100  £4,300  £12,100 £7,100  £12,000 NA

7600 4WD  1975-81  NA  £4,800  £16,400 NA  £23,000  NA

8100 2WD 1977-81 NA £6,400 £9,800 £7,800 NA NA

FW-30  1979-84  £4,900  £10,900  £18,000  £15,300  £16,900  NA

FW-60  1979-84  £6,400  £14,000  £23,000  £12,000  £16,400  NA

FW-30 New style 1984-87 NA NA £18,500 NA NA NA

FW-60 New style 1984-87 NA £15,400 £23,000 £22,500 £29,500 NA

TW-10  1979-83  £2,800  £4,900  £10,400  £6,300  £10,950  NA

TW-10 4WD  1979-83  £4,800  £5,600 £14,500  £12,200  £17,200  NA

TW-20  1979-83  £2,950  £5,800  £11,600  £6,600  £10,300  NA

TW-20 4WD  1979-83  £3,100  £6,100  £16,200 £6,900  £11,500   £16,700

TW-30  1979-83  £2,900  £3,600  £12,400  £8,700  £11,600  NA

TW-30 4WD  1979-83  £3.500  £5,900  £25,000  £12,200  £24,200  £32,1000

8100 4WD  1980-82  £3,600  £5,200  £10,700   £6,100  £8,500  £10,800

8200 4WD  1980-82  NA  £8,600  £12,700  NA  NA  NA

TW-5  1983-85  £3,200  £4,500  14,000  £7,720  £12,600  NA

TW-15  1983-85  £3,600  £5,200  £12,000  £7,400  £10,300  NA

TW-15 4WD  1983-85  £3,950  £5,400  £14,000  £8,400  £10,300  NA

TW-25  1983-85  £3,650  £5,850  £13,000  £9,300  £13,000  NA

TW-25 4WD  1983-85  £3,900  £5,950  £14,500  £10,000  £13,000  NA

TW-35  1983-85  £4,100  £5,600  £12,100  £9,800  £15,000  NA

TW-35 4WD  1983-85  £4,750  £6,100  £22,000  £9,800  £15,000  NA

2610  1981-85 £2,950 £3,800 £6,400 NA NA NA

2910  1981-85  £2,900  £3,200  £6,900  NA  NA  NA

3610 1981-85 £3,100 £3,600 £8,900 NA £8,100 NA

3910  1981-85  £3,400  £4,900  NA  £7,450  NA  NA

3910 4WD  1981-85  NA  £5,100  £10,600  NA  £9,400  NA

4110  1981-85  £2,900  £3,400  £10,400  £6,700  £7,900  £8,700

4610 2WD  1981-85  £3,100  £4,100  £10,900  £5,900  £6,950  NA

5610  1981-85  £3,100  £4,800  £9,600  £6,900  £9,400  NA

5610 4WD 1983-85 £3,400 £5,900 £10,900 £6,900 £9,400 NA

6610 1981-85 £3,700 £5,000 £12,000 £7,200 NA NA

6610 4WD 1983-85 £3,850 £5,600 £12,000 £7,200 NA NA

7610  1981-85 £3,900 £5,400 £14,800 £,8,900 £10,700 NA

7610 4WD 1983-85 £3,900 £5,900 £14,800 £,8,900 £10,700 NA

7710 1981-85 £2,900 £4,100 £12,400 £5,900 £8,900 NA

7710 4WD 1983-85 £3,200 £4,700 £14,400 £6,700 £10,950 NA

7910  1984-85 £3,100 £4,900 £12,000 NA NA NA

7910  1984-85  £3,200  £4,900  £12,900  NA  NA  NA

8210  1982-85  £3,600  £4,000  £9,200  £8,900  £7,200  NA

8210 4WD  1982-85  £3,900  £4,900  £11,200  £8,900  £10,200  NA

TW-10 Force II/III  1985-90  NA  £3,700  £6,150  £12,900  NA  NA

TW-10 Force II/III 4WD  1985-90  NA  £3,900  £7,500  £14,000  NA  NA

TW-25 Force II/III  1985-90  NA  £3,400  £6,800  £15,900  NA  £14,900

TW-25 Force II/III 4WD  1985-90  £3,950  £6,400  £20,000  NA  £14,900  NA

TW-35 Force II/III  1985-90  NA  £6,950  £20,000  NA  £17,200  NA

TW-35 Force II/III  1985-90  £4,100  £7,100  £20,000  NA  £17,200  NA

2610 Force II  1985-89  £2,950  £3,400  £8,000  NA  £7,400  NA

2910 Force II  1985-89  £3,000  £3,700  £8,300  NA  NA  NA

3610 Force II  1985-89  £3,000  £3,900  £8.900  £5,700  NA  NA

3610 Force II 4WD  1985-89  £3,300  £4,200  £9.900  £5,900  NA  NA

334 Industrial  1985-89  NA  £3,400  £4,200  £4,400  NA  NA

3910 Force II 1985-89 £3,700 £4,900 £12,000 £5,900 NA NA

4110 Force II  1985-91  £2,900  £3,500  £10,300  £6,800  £8,000  NA

4610 Force II  1985-89 £3,800 £5,000 £10,600 NA £8,200 NA

4610 Force II 4WD  1985-89  £4,100  £6,100  £12,000  NA  NA  NA

5610 Force II 1985-89 £3,900 £5,100 £11,000 NA NA NA

5610 Force II 4WD 1985-89 NA £5,600 £11,900 NA £12,600 NA

6610 Force II 1985-89 £3,900 £6,100 £10,000 NA NA NA

6710 Force II 4WD 1985-89 £4,400 £6,400 £11,900 NA  NA  NA

7810 Force II 4WD 1985-89 £4,900 £6,300 £14,800 NA £12,800 NA

7910 Force II  1988-89 NA £6,500 NA NA NA NA

7910 Force II 4WD 1988-89 £3,200 £5,200 £14,000 NA NA NA

8210 Force II 1985-89 £2,900 £4,900 £11,800 £6,100 NA NA

8210 Force II 4WD 1985-89 £3,100 £5,600 £12,600 £9,600 £10,800 NA

2910 Force III 1989-91 £3,300 £4,100 £12,000 £6,900 NA NA

3610 Force III 1989-91 £3,900 £5,400 £11,900 NA NA NA

3910 Force III 4WD 1989-91 NA £6,900 £12,000 £8,400 NA NA

4110 Force III  1989-91  £3,300  £3,800  £11,300  £7,200  £8,600  NA

4610 Force III 1989-91 £3,300 £4,600 £10,800 £6,400 £7,100  NA

4610 4WD Force III 1989-91  NA  NA  NA  £6,400  NA  NA

5610 Force III 1989-91 NA £6,100 £9,700 £8,400 £10,700 NA

6410 Force III 1989-91  £3,900  £5,800  £9,200  £7,400  £8,900  £12,200

6410 Force III 4WD  1989-91  £4,100  £6,000  £14,500  £9,200  NA  NA

6810 Force III  1989-91  NA  NA  £12,500  £8,900  NA  NA

6810 Force III 4WD  1989-91  £4,600  £8,800  £17,700  £8,900  NA  NA

7810 Force III 4WD  1989-91  £4,900  £8,900  £21,000  £13,100  £14,900  £21,200

7810 Silver Jubilee Force III 4WD  1989  £12,200  £17,200  £47,800 £13,200  £35,500   £46,200

7810 Silver Jubilee Force III 2WD  1989  NA  NA  NA  £15,700  NA  NA

7910 Force III  1989-91  £3,400  £4,100  NA  NA  NA  NA

7910 Force III 4WD  1989-91  £3,800  £4,800  NA  £9,300  £12,000  £19,900

8210 Force III 4WD 1989-91 £5,500 £7,100 £12.200 NA NA NA

8530 4WD  1989-94  £4,700  £6,100  £12,700  £9,100  £9,150  £16,900

8630 4WD  1989-94  £5,250  £8,900  £14,000  £10,350  £9,200  £16,300

8730 4WD  1989-94  £5,600  £9,200  £19,200  £10,600  £14,600  £17,750

8830 4WD  1989-94  £5,750  £7,300  £22,000  £12,100  £13,900  £16,500

3430  1990-96  £3,800  £4,300  £10,000  £8,700  NA  NA

3430 4WD  1990-96  NA  £4,900  £12,800  £9,900  NA  NA

3930  1990-96  £3,300  £4,600  £9,400  £10,850  £9,400  £12,200

3930 4WD  1990-96  NA  £5,600  £12,200  NA  NA  NA

4130  1990-96  £4,500  £5,100  £14,700  £6,100  £10,900  NA

4630  1990-99  £3,600  £4,280  £14,400  £6,300  £10,900  £12,100

4630 4WD  1990-99  £4,700  £8,250  £17,800  £12,800  £15,900  £16,200

4830 4WD  1990-92  £4,900  £8,500  £16,900  £12,500  £16,100  NA

5030  1992-96  £4,950  £5,600  £14,900  £16,400  £14,500  NA

5030 4WD  1992-96  NA  £5,900  £13,200  NA  NA  NA

5640 4WD  1991-97  £5,800  £6,900  £18,500  £8,700  £14,100  £18,600

6640 4WD  1991-98  £6,500  £10,200  £19,500  £9,900  £16,600  NA

7740 4WD  1991-93  £5,750  £6,800  £20,000  £7,200  £17,250  NA

7840 4WD  1991-98  £5,800  £6,900  £22,000  £8,400  £16,100  NA

8240 4WD  1991-95  £5,900  £6,900  £21,9000  £9,300  £16,200  NA

8340 4WD  1991-98  £4,100  £7,800  £22,000  £9,950  £18,900  NA

 MUIR-HILL

Fordson F Industrial Shunter  1924-8  NA  £2,100  NA  £3,000  £4,500  NA

Fordson N Industrial Shunter  1928-45  £1,400  £1,900  £3,200  £2,500  £3,400  NA

Fordson N Dumper various sizes  1931-38  £1,000  £1,400  £2,800  £1,900  £2,900  NA

Fordson N Dumper various sizes  1939-45  £850  £920  £2,500  £1,900  £2,300  NA

Fordson N crane  1934-45  £750  £1,200  £2,900  £1,900  £2,900  NA

Fordson E27N Dumper 10RB  1946-52  £1,000  £1,600  £2,400 £2,100  £2,800  NA

Fordson E27N Shunter P6  1946-52  £1,600  £2,400  £4,500  £3,500  £3.800  NA

Fordson E27N shovel p/p  1946-52  £500  £850  £2,500  £1,800  £2,100  NA

Fordson E1A Shunter  1953-61  £2,000  £2,300  £4,000  £2,900  £4,100  NA

101 Mk 1/2&3  1966-72  £3,300  £4,900  £12,100  £6,800  £11,300  NA

110 P 6354  1968-75  £3,300  £4,200  £12,600  £7,400  £10,900  NA

111 Mk3  1972-82  £3,400  £4,300  £12,000  £7,200  £9,100  NA

121 Series 1-2 & 3  1972-82  £3,500  £6,100  £14,000  £8,900  £12,100  NA

141  1978-82  £4,600  £4,800  £10,900  £8,500  £15,900  NA

161  1969-75  £6,200  £9,900  £15,500  £12,400  £14,000  NA

171  1975-82  £6,400  £8,000  £13,900  £12,900  £16,170 

 ROADLESS

Fordson Irish & N crawler  1930-39  £2,900  £3,300  £10,000  £7,800  £10,000  NA

Fordson N crawler  1939-45  £5,700 £6,800 £10,000  £8,500  £11,200  NA

Fordson N RAF crawler f/winch  1939-45  £5,750  £5,000  £10,500  £6,800  £10,900  NA

Fordson E27N DG4 h-track p/p  1945-52  £4,100  £6,100  £9,000  £7,000  £8,400  NA

Fordson E27N DG4 h-track P6  1948-52  £4,900  NA  £10,500  £6,700  £9,200  £10,200

Fordson E27N Hi-clear p/p  1951  £8,000  £8,900  £10,000  £9,100  £10,600  NA

Fordson E27N E Full-track p/p  1950-52  £4,400  £16,000  £19,000  £12,800  £15,000  NA

Fordson E1A Major Half-track  1953-62  £3,600  £4,200  £11,400  £7,100  £9,200  NA

Fordson E1A Major J17 crawler  1953-64  £2,300 £2,800  £6,000  £4,800  £6,200  NA

Fordson E1A Major ‘V’ row crop  1955-64  £1,900  £2,100  £6,300  £3,100  £4,600  NA

Fordson Power Major H-track  1958-60  NA  £4.100  NA  NA  NA  NA

Power-Super-NP Major  1956-64  £3,800  £5,600  £10,000  £7,000  £14,200  £18,000

Dexta  1960-64  £3,900  £4,300  £10,000  £7,400  £10,800  NA

Super Dexta  1963-64  £5,900  £7,000  £14,500  £10,800  £12,200  NA

Ploughmaster 6/4  1962-64  £6,200  £13,000  £16,200  £16,000  £18,800  NA

Land Rover 109 1961-64 NA NA £14,500 NA NA NA

IHC B-450 1963-70 NA £12,200 £15,000 £13,200 £17,000 NA

IHC B-614 1966-68 £6,800 NA £20,000 NA £16,000 £20,000

IHC 634 1969-72 NA £8,900 £18,000 £15,500 £18,200 NA

IHC 444 1973-75 NA £10,500 NA NA £14,500 NA

Ploughmaster 65  1964-68  £5,900  £6,800  £12,000  £8,900  £9,700  £16,000

Ploughmaster 90  1965-66  £7,400  £8,100  £16,500  £9,300  £13,200  £17,200

Ploughmaster 46  1966-72  £6,800  £8,000  £14,000  £9,800  £12,000  NA

Ploughmaster 75  1968-75  £4,200  £6,500  £14,500  £7,500   £13,650  NA

Ploughmaster 80 1968 NA NA £20,000 NA NA NA

Ploughmaster 95  1966-74  £7,600  £7,900  £12,000  £12,450  £14,500  NA

115  1968-75  £6,900  £7,600  £13,800  £10,600  £12,500  NA

115 High Clearance  1969-76  £6,900  £7,900  £16,000  £9,700  £10,900  NA

115 Long Wheelbase  1972  NA  £5,800  NA  NA  NA  NA

120  1971-83  £6,900  £9,600  £15,400  £10,600  £11,900  £22,000

94T  1971-75  £6,800  £7,800  £12,800  £9,800  £12,200  £17,900

105  1974-76  £5,300  £8,200  £16,000  £9,870  £13,200  NA

Ploughmaster 78  1975-83  £5,500  £8,600  £15,000  £7,800   £13,800  NA

98  1975-82  £9,650  £12,600  £18,000  £18,700  £14,600  NA

118  1976-82  £10,400  £12,900  £22,000  £18,200  £18,900  £26,400

780 & S  1979-81  £9,500  £11,500  £23,000  £18,600  £23,000  NA

Roadless 980 & S  1979-83  £12,900  £19,500  £25,000  £22,000  £26,000  £34,200

Jewelltrac Logtrac  1991  NA  NA  NA  NA  NA  £35,000

MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6 MODEL YEAR BAND 1 BAND 2 BAND 3 BAND 4 BAND 5 BAND 6

PRICE GUIDE
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4610 4WD

1983, £6,999. Unfinished project, road legal new 
tyres, engine rebuilt, new clutch and runs and 
drives well. Please call 01249 740377, Wiltshire 
(T).

5000

POA. Pre-Force Select-O-Speed, power steering, 
spool valves and a lovely original tractor. Please 
call 01747 828272.

5000 PRE-FORCE

£5,750. Nice tractor, starts and runs well. Good 
tyres and tinwork, new rear wings. Pto, Hydraulics 
all working. Please call 07966 881985.

3930 4WD

POA. Floor change gearbox. Breaking for spares. 
Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T).

4600 4WD

£5,999. 4WD tractor pick up hitch cab, 1980, W 
reg and has done 5,520 hours. Please call 01249 
740377, Wiltshire (T).

4610 H

£5,850. Patern box works perfect recon engine 
and new front tyres. Please call 078893 74775, 
Shropshire.

FORD

2000

1974, £POA. Original tractor, 4646 hours with V5. 
New tyres and re-spray, all original parts including 
front grill and pristine condition. Please call 07932 
317710, Shropshire.

3600 2WD

1977, £4,750. Lambourn cab fitted with grass 
tyres and QUICKE 2200 loader and bucket. 
Although it’s missing the nearside door and 
rear glass, it is quite a tidy tractor and has good 
cladding Please call 01763 780440, Hertfordshire 
(T).

3910

1986, £3,500. Grass tyres, few leaks and squeeks 
and all in working order. Please call 07889 
750126, SE London.
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6710 4WD

£6,250. A reg, tyres 480/70 x 38 45% + 320/70 
x 28 25%. Starts, runs and drives ok. Please call 
01254 877011, Lancashire (T).

7710 2WD

POA. Breaking for spares. Please call 01254 
877011, Lancashire (T).

7840 SLE 4WD

POA. Breaking for spares. Please call 01254 
877011, Lancashire (T).

7840 SLE 4WD

POA. L Reg breaking for spares. Please call 01254 
877011, Lancashire (T).

7910 4WD

POA. Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T).

8730 POWERSHIFT

POA. It has been fitted with 4 new tyres and 
comes complete with a full set of front weights 
and under belly weights. Inside the cab is clean 
with no damage to the seat or footwell mats. 
Please call 07966 881985, Devon (T).

FORDSON

DEXTA

1960, £3,000 ONO. With V5 new engine, four new 
tyres, tin work good, brakes all new and much 
more work done. Please call 01263 740960, 
Norfolk.

5610 2WD

1988, £7,999. One owner from new power 
steering, gear sticks on the floor and runs well 
with only 4300 hours. Please call 01249 740377, 
Wiltshire (T).

6600

1979, £8,000. Good used condition, lots of new 
parts as follows: rear window, battery, alternator, 
ball joins, suspension seat, battery clamp, fan 
belt, oil and disel filters, Ford grill, air filters, horn, 
exhaust, front tyres and hand painted. Please call 
07969 561132, Kent.

6640

1994, £11,999. 7800 hours done, 70 HP shuttle 
gearbox and Bomford power loader. Please call 
01249 740377, Wiltshire (T).

SALES HIGHLIGHT
TRACTORS FOR SALE

Model:  Fordson New 
Performance Super Major
Year: 1964
Engine:  Ford 3.6 litre 54hp 
Transmission: 6F-2R
Weight:  2417Klg
Price:  On application
Tel:  00353879386342

The Fordson New 
Performance Super 
Major is an iconic 
tractor and the one 
in the E1A range 
that is still in 
demand. 

Here is an example 
that is ready to rally 
and enjoy and the 
New Performance 
model was only 
made from July 1963 
and the late orders 
were completed 
by October 1964 
at Dagenham. 
Remembering tractor 
manufacture of the 
new 1000 X series 
had already started at 
Ford’s new specific 
factory at Cranes 
Lane, Basildon. 

The New 
Performance 
model features the 
up-rated Simms 
Minimec P4596 
and a slightly lower 

ratio differential that 
helped particularly 
the pto speed 
problem that afflicted 
the E1A range. 
Also the hydraulics 
are slightly more 
powerful and the 
appropriate housings 
were beefed up. 
Like the early Super 
Major it featured 
the disc brakes and 
later hand brake. 

These tractors 
make good road run 
tractors with a good 
top speed and are 
ideal to rally and to 
use on the farm on 
various jobs.  n
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MAJOR

£2,200. Starts and runs well in nice and original 
condition. Please call 07831 347400, Somerset 
(T).

MAJOR

£3,250. Fitted with Boughton winch, new tyres, clutch 
and nose cone and in working order. Please call 07548 
106703, Berkshire.

MAJOR

£3,000. Cargo engine 110hp power steering air 
compressor, 3 point linkage,new front tyres new 
alt and starter gwo could be supplied with cookes 
winch. Please call 07976 225680, Cornwall.

DEXTA

1959, POA. Vintage tractor in great condition. Very 
good starter, everything works as it should and 
always been stored undercover. Please call 07810 
400097, Hampshire.

DEXTA

1962, £5,600. Auto pick up hitch folding roll bar, 
diff lock, trailer pipe, new tyres all round and in 
good condition. Please call 07708 010055, York.

DETXA

£3,995. Diesel in good order with 3 point linkage. 
Please call 01249 740377, Wiltshire (T).

E27N

£5,000. Magneto rewound with new leads, new 
plugs, water pump refurbished, new belt, new 
radiator, all new valves and springs. Pistons 
and bore in good condition, just a clean-up 
required, new brakes back plates and cables. 
Heavy corrosion on the wings so I made new 
ones, carburettor sent for refurbishment to cox 
and turner. Set of new tyres, she starts and runs 
nicely. Please call 07970 455138.

SALES HIGHLIGHT
TRACTORS FOR SALE

Model: Roadless 
Ploughmaster 75 4 x 4 
Year: 1968
Engine: Ford 5000 6Y 3.8 litre 75hp 
Transmission: 8F - 2R 
Weight: 4102Klgs
Price: On application
Tel:  077�0�994896

This is the year of 
Roadless and 
County with their 
two anniversaries 
of 100 years and 90. 
It’s an ideal time to 
join ownership of 
these makes, 
particularly as the 
prices are on the 
up and up! 

This example is 
ready to go and is in 
the type of condition 
you all want, in 
other words clean 
and working. As for 
the owner Russell 
Watts, he has done 
a great job with this 
West Country tractor 
which features a 
V5c and more. Even 
though the tractor 
carries a later engine 
it does not affect its 
value as such with 
the way that these 4 

x 4 machines have 
sold in recent times. 

The Roadless 
Ploughmaster 
range came along 
in December1965 
with the 65 and the 
75 joining in 1968 
with the new 6Y 
series that Ford 
had introduced. 
The model was 
to be made until 
1975 when the 
Ploughmaster 78 
came along based 
on the 6600 series. 
It was basically the 
third most popular 
model made with 
1188 produced in 
various forms.   n
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MAJOR LOADER

1954, £7,750 ONO. Loader by Joe Bamford ( JCB), 
1860 hours on hour metre, great starter, lovely for 
tractor runs ,room required and no VAT. Please call 
07860 322268.

NEW PERFORMANCE SUPER MAJOR

1964, £3,000 Ono. Good starter in very good 
condition, original wings, good tyres. Reg but 
no V5. Complete with loader. Please call 07969 
584553, Oxfordshire.

POWER MAJOR

£2,750. Cab, power steering, live drive so straight 
to work. Please call 01428 683294, Surrey.

POWER MAJOR

£3,650. Totally original and rust free. One owner 
and starts and runs fine. Please call 01326 
221730, Cornwall.

MAJOR

£1,500 ONO. Off farm condition, ideal restoration 
project and a good runner. Please call 01959 
532452, Kent.

MAJOR

£1,900 ONO. Rebuilt engine and injection pump. 
Good starter and runner with good hydraulics. 
Drives well. Selling due to too many projects. 
Please call 07519 985783, Surrey.

MAJOR

1952, £5,450. E1ADKN petrol/tvo completely 
restored with original cowl bonnet wings no hand 
brake or hydraulics refurbished with new clutch 
rings bearings new tyres, originally supplied by 
Fits of Few and comes with original log book/ V5. 
Please call 01789 720629.

SUPER DEXTA 3000

£3,795. Pre Force excellent condition, new rear 
tyres, starts first time and runs great with V5. 
Please call 07747 636421, Northants.

STANDARD N

1936, £3,500. Starts and runs well and was used 
for ploughing. Please call 07586 107705, Lincs.

STANDARD N

1938, £2,700. This tractor is fully restored and 
in good running order. Took around two years to 
complete. Open to sensible offers. Please call 
01206 578083.

STANDARD N

1940, £5,000. Fitted with Perkins diesel engine. 
New tyres all round, radiator core and mudguards. 
Outer rim on steering wheel, new oil seal fitted 
in gearbox. Excellent tractor. Please call 07729 
614845, Staffordshire.
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 FORD 5000 INJECTION PUMP 

 £POA. Fully refurbished and professionally tested. 
Nationwide delivery. Please call 0116 2766831 or 
07817 914350. 

   FORD 6610 ENGINE 

 £2,250. Used 6610 engine in GWO c/w warranty 
for 3 months. We will need your old engine back 
in part exchange. Please call 01254 877011, 
Lancashire (T). 

 FORD 6610 INJECTION PUMP 

 £POA. Fully refurbished and professionally tested. 
Nationwide delivery. Please call 0116 2766831 or 
07817 914350. 

ENGINES, ENGINE PARTS AND 

ELECTRICAL PARTS

  DYNAMO MOUNTING KIT 

 £POA. To fit E27N P/P. www.
vintagetractorelectrics.co.uk. Please call  07624 
496516. (T)  

 FORD 40 SERIES FILTER KITS 

 £135. Ford/NH 40 series filter kits, engine oil filter, 
engine breather filter, fuel filter, inner and outer air 
filters and all hydraulic filters. Please call 01254 
877011, Lancashire (T). 

  FORD 4000 ENGINE 

 £1,500. Runs well in GWO, 3 month warranty, 
exchange unit, we will want your old engine 
back in exchange. Please call 01254 877011, 
Lancashire (T). 

 COUNTY 

  1164 

 £7,850 ONO. Forestry tractor with James Jones 
Highland Bear timber crane. 1975. Original 
working order. Please call 07582 596030, West 
Somerset. 

  1164 

 POA. Low hours and extra new spare parts. 
Please call +32 56 61 62 60 or info@
pietverschelde.com, Belgium (T). 

  ROADLESS 

 POWER MAJOR 

 £POA. Extensive restoration, very reluctant. Please 
call 07817 295376.   
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 FORDSON E27N-P6 BATTERY BOXES 

 POA. Please call 07624 496516. Visit www.
vintagetractorelectrics.co.uk (T)  

PARTS

 A PAIR OF STEERING BOX COVERS 

 £120. To fit Ford 4000, in as new condition. 
Please call 07770 362396, North Wales. 

FORD 10 AND 30 SERIES BONNETS

 POA. Selection of used Ford 10 series and 30 
series. Tractor bonnets available in varying 
conditions. Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire 
(T). 

 FORD 8000 INJECTION PUMP 

 £POA. Fully refurbished and professionally tested. 
Nationwide delivery. Please call 0116 2766831 or 
07817 914350. 

  FORDSON DEXTA INJECTORS PUMP 

 £POA. Fully refurbished and professionally tested. 
Nationwide delivery. Please call 0116 2766831 or 
07817 914350. 

  FORD DEXTA S INJECTION PUMP 

 £POA. Fully refurbished and professionally tested. 
Nationwide delivery. Please call 0116 2766831 or 
07817 914350.   

 FORD 6700 INJECTION PUMP 

 £POA. Fully refurbished and professionally tested. 
Nationwide delivery. Please call 0116 2766831 or 
07817 914350. 

   FORD 7810 ENGINE 

 £4,250. Fully reconditioned, new pistons, liners, 
valves, oil pump, water pump, shells, re-con 
injectors and pump tested etc. We will need your 
old engine returning. C/W 12 month warranty. 
Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T). 

   FORD/NH 7740 TURBO ENGINE 

 £2.750. S/H in GWO, 4 cylinder turbo and we will 
need your old engine returning. Please call 01254 
877011, Lancashire (T). 
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   FORD 40 SERIES FRONT AXLE 

 POA. S/H carrero axles to fit Ford 40 series. 
Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T). 

   FORD 40/TS SERIES PUH 

 £750. Used PUH to fit 56/66/77/78/8340, NH TS 
90/100/110/115 drop down type. All complete. 
Sp,e wear in pins as usual. Please call 01254 
877011, Lancashire (T). 

   FORD 4000 / 4600 / 4610 FRONT 

AXLE 

 £500. 2WD front axle to fit Ford 4000/ 4600 and 
4610 in good order. Please call 01254 877011, 
Lancashire (T). 

   FORD 1000 SERIES BUCKET STYLE 

SEAT 

 £150. Extremely good quality remake of a 
Ford classic c/w suspension Please call 01254 
877011, Lancashire (T). 

   FORD 25 KG WEIGHTS 

 £35. Fit Ford 5000/66000 etc. Please call 01254 
877011, Lancashire (T). 

   FORD 3600 AUTO HITCH CARRIAGE 

AND DROP ARMS 

 £185 +VAT. Used but in very good condition. No 
visible wear. Please call 01889 500303 or 07850 
525693, Staffs. (T)   

 FORD 40 KG FRONT WEIGHTS 

 £45. Fits Ford 10/40 and some ts tractors. Please 
call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T). 

FORD AP CAB ROOFS AND 

MUDGUARDS

 £275. Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T). 

  FORD 10 SERIES AP CAB HEATER 

MOTORS 

 £200. Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T). 



EMAIL YOUR AD TO: tractors@kelseyclassifieds.co.uk
TRADE ADVERTISERS CALL: 01732 445325

64     December/January 2020 Ford & Fordson Tractors

  FRONT FENDERS FORD 40 SERIES 

 £400. Fits all Ford 40 series with blue carrero 5 
stud axle. Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire 
(T). 

  SWIVEL CASTINGS TO FIT FORD 

5610-7810 

 £500. New front axle swivel castings to fit Ford 
5610-7810 with carrero axles. Please call 01254 
877011, Lancashire (T). 

   TANCO 967/968 LOADER BRACKETS 

TO SUIT IH 74/84/85/95 RANGE 

 £250 +VAT. Used. Please call 01889 500303 or 
07850 525693, Staffs. (T) 

   FORD DRAWBAR 

 £95 +VAT. Used. Fits 5/7000, 56/66/7600, 67 and 
7700. When fitted with auto hitch. Complete with 
pin and clip. Good condition. No welds or cracks. 
Please call 01889 500303 or 07850 525693, 
Staffs. (T) 

   FORD HITCH WITHOUT DRAWBAR 

 £55. Non genuine parts. Must fit either 3000 or 
Dexta size tractor. Approximately 17” in length. 
Please call 01363 772965. 

   FORD/NH BACK ENDS 

 POA. S/H back ends off Ford and NH 10/30/35/40/
TS/TSA/TM series breaking for spares. Please call 
01254 877011, Lancashire (T).   

 FORDSON N 305-405 

 £65. Fuel tank in need of repair. Please call 01530 
230013, Leicester. 

FORD  5000/7000 COMPLETE PICK UP 

HITCH 

 £425. Complete pick up hitch kit to fit for 5000, 
7000, 56/66/7600 tractors. Comes with all bolts 
brackets and fittings that you need for your 
tractor, including two brand new drop rods. Please 
call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T). 

   FORD 5/7000 WIPER MOTOR 

 £POA. Rubber surrounds, also door handles, 
latches and weight frames to suit 3000, 3600 or 
5000. Please call 07811 907317, Staffs. 

   FORD 5640-8340 REAR LIGHTS 

 £85. New rubberlite rear lights to fit Ford 5640-
8340 from 1992-1995 with steel rear fenders. 
These are the type fitted to export spec tractors 
as you cannot get originals anymore. Please call 
01254 877011, Lancashire (T).     
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   VINYL ECONOMY CAB SEAT 

 £70. Cab tractor, cab seat to suit all AP cab 
tractors ideal for scraper tractors available in blue 
or black. Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire 
(T). 

   WEIGHT FRAME TO SUIT FORD 

4/5/6/7000 SERIES 

 £95 +VAT. Used and in good condition. Please call 
01889 500303 or 07850 525693, Staffs. (T) 

   WELD ON EURO BRACKETS 

 £50. On a one piece frame. £50 each or 2 for £95. 
Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T).  

TRAILERS AND TYRES

  13.6 X 38 BKT TYRES ON FORD 6610 

WHEELS 

 £700. 90% tread, cross ply tyres, one tyre has a 
cut in the tread. Tyres only £300 pair and wheels 
only £400 pair. Please call 01254 877011, 
Lancashire (T). 

  14.9 X 28 BKT TYRES ON FORD 40s 

WHEELS 

 £800. 95% tread on Ford 40s 5 stud wheels. 
Tyres only £450 pair and wheels only £400. 
Please call 01254 877011, Lancashire (T). 

BATESON TILT BED TRAILER

£2,000. Bed trailer with winch and professionally 
built detachable canopy. Lights all working 
and lockable hitch. Please call 01848 330855, 
Dumfries.

MISCELLANEOUS

COUNTY CLOTH LAPEL BADGE

 £25. New/old stock 1960/1970. Very rare and a 
County owners dream. Please call 07976 624627, 
Devon. 

MISCELLANEOUS WANTED

  COUNTY NEWS NUMBERS 

 Wanted. Complete set. Please call 07870126584, 
Hants. 

  ORIGNAL WORKSHOP MANUAL 

 Wanted. Covering Ford 2000, 3000. 4000. 5000 
and 7000. Come together in two ring binder 
folders, plus supplements. Please call 01363 
772965, Crediton. 

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR 

SALE

DAVE ALLEN TRANSPORT

£POA. Ring for details. Collection or delivery to 
and from shows and sales tractors, agricultural 
machinery, plant, commercial and military 
vehicles, etc. Winch for non-runners. Large or 
small equipment moved. Short notice, evenings 
and weekends are not a problem. Fully insured. 
www.daveallentransport.co.uk (T). Dorset. 01308 
868741 or 07798 845112 (HP) 

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE

£POA. Based in south east England and 40 years 
in the business and a vintage tractor owner 
myself. Please call 07836 575198.     
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Next issue...

Note: Planned features in Ford & Fordson may be subject to alteration, due to circumstances beyond our control

t Super Dexta rebuild
 continues 
t The Versatile Years,
 Part 2
t Ford & Fordson
 Association news
t Essential events and
 sales round-up
t Another specialist in
 profile

This nine-model range 
of tractors, introduced 
in the mid-1970s 
offers an interesting 
ownership proposition 
for enthusiasts looking 
for a traditional, 
straightforward tractor 
with the benefit of a 
decent cab. Prices 
remain reasonable, but 
what are the secrets 
to buying a good one? 
We reveal all in our full 
buying guide. 

 Super Dexta rebuild

PLUS

FORD
600
SERIES
BUYING

Peter Love reports 
on the County 
and Roadless 
anniversary 
celebration, which 
he regards as the 
most historically 
important working 
events to have been 
held in 2019.    

Peter Love reports 

CELEBRATION!
WHAT A 

The Ford and 
Fordson scene 
is very active 
north of the 
border, as 
our first-hand 
account of 
showing around 
Scotland in 
2019 clearly 
demonstrates.  

SEEING
DOUBLE
Tractors don’t get much 
more unusual than the 
machines produced 
by Ernest Doe & Sons 
who, in a bid for more 
power, hit upon the 
idea of combining two 
tractors to create one, four-wheel-drive, articulated machine. 
We investigate one owner’s variation on this theme. 

A SEASON’S SHOWING

Next issue... February/March 2020 issue
on sale: January 17th



PARTS DELIVERED THROUGHOUT LANCASHIRE AND UK DAILY BY POST OR TNT ON NEXT DAY DELIVERY, LARGE ITEMS SENT ON PALLETS NO PROBLEM

Contact Mark Robinson: 01254 877011
www.mjrobinsontractors.co.uk

Coal Staithe Garage, Read, Burnley, Lancs, BB12 7RT (On the A680 next to Read Garden Centre)

BREAKING FOR SPARES MOST FORDS inc TS and 40 SERIES

Filter Kits
To fit Ford 40 Series, DP and SLE inc eng, fuel, air and 

hydraulic filters £135

FORD/NH AIR CON PUMPS/COMPRESSORS TO FIT 40s 
/ TS / TM £225, TSA £300

NEW NH GENUINE BRAKE SPACER CASTINGS TO FIT 
NH T6030-T6090 AND T7.190-T7.210

RRP £1500 OUR PRICE £750 EACH

SAUERMANN HYD PUSH OUT PUH TO FIT NH 
T7030-T7060 + T7.220-T7.270, GOOD TIDY CONDITION 

£1250

NEW BRAKE MASTER CYLINDERS TO FIT FORD/NH 
40s+TS £200, TM + T7000 + T7. £500

FORD / NH HEATER MOTORS 40s, 60s, TS + TM £150ea, 
TSA + 10s AP £200ea

7840 RAD -  NEW RADIATORS TO FIT FORD/NH 7840-
8340 £500, TM115-TM190 £750

NEW DROMONE PUHs FOR FORD/NH 40s / TS + TM 
HYD PUSH OUT £1750

NH TS FRONT GRILLES £500, 
TM FRONT GRILLES £400

FORD/NH PUH LATCH KITS FOR FITTING TO 10s/40s/
TS/TM + SOME TSA £150 EA

FORD/NH STAYBILIZERS - 5000 £30, 40 SERIES +TS £50 
+ £110, TM £100

FORD/NH WATER PUMPS 40S/TS/TM
£150 EA WHILE STOCKS LAST !

FORD 7840 SLE SPECIAL, M REG, 7900 HOURS, 
A/C,FRONT FENDERS, IN GWO, TYRES WORN, VERY 

STRAIGHT AND GENUINE £10,250

FORD AP CAB ROOFS £275 EA, 
AP CAB MUDGARDS £135 EA

Ford 40 Series Exhaust Boxes 56/6640…£145; 7740…£155; 
7840/8340 Turbo…£145; 7840/8340 non turbo £155

NH SYNCRO’S, 40s/TS SLE F+R PLATE TYPE KIT £1000, 
CONE TYPE £575, 40s/TS SL+DP F+R £500, TSA F+R SLE 

£1250, 60s + TM R/C £1100 PAIR

FORD HYDRAULIC PUMPS, 40s/TS SLE £2000, DUAL 
POWER £575, AUX ENGINE MOUNT £350, 7610 MAIN 

+ AUX PUMP £300ea

NH CAB SHOCKERS, TO FIT TM, TSA, T6000 + T7000 
SERIES £150ea

NH DAMPER PLATES - 40 SERIES + TS £125, 
TM R/C £300, TM P/C £400

FORD/NH STARTER MOTORS 3KW £100 EA,  
4.2 KW £150 EA

FORD/NH 40 SERIES FRONT FENDER KITS, £400
NH FRONT AXLE HUB REDUCTION GEAR KITS FOR 

40s/TS/TSA/TM+60s £500, 
BEARINGS + SEAL £135 EXTRA

NEW FORD/NH 5640 / 6640 / 7740 FRONT SIDE GRILLES,  
4 CYLINDER TRACTORS ONLY 

£150 PER SIDE

NH TM VISTRONIC ELECTRIC VISCOUS COUPLINGS 
NEW £500 KIND 

Wanted Ford: NH 35, 40, 60 Series, TM, TS, TL, TSA, TLA for breaking for spares, worn out, damaged etc.

TRACTOR CAB SEATS,KAB AIR SEAT FOR NH 40/TS/TM 
£550, BLACK CLOTH SPRING SUSPENSION SEAT £225, 

BLUE 10s AP VINAL SEAT £70

NEW GRAMMER AIR SEATS TO FIT FORD/NH 40s + TS 
£550, SHOPSOILED TSA, T6000 + T6 C/W SWIVEL, SLIDING 

HEADREST, OPS SENSOR, SEAT BELT ETC £650

FRONT AXLE DRIVESHAFT KIT TO FIT NH TM / TSA / T6000 
/ T7000 / T5 / T6 /T6 /T7 WITH FRONT SUSPENSION £850 , 

PROPSHAFT £225  EXTRA

NEW REAR LIGHTS TO FIT FORD 5640-8340 , 1992-1995, 
ORIGINAL RUBBERLITE EXPORT SPEC LIGHTS £85 EACH
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