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‘I HEARD HER GASP’
Steve Simmons chokes up talking about his wife,
Rafaela, who was in a persistent vegetative state. 

Marcus Yam Los Angeles Times

I
t was Valentine’s Day 2010 when Steve Simmons

asked his wife, Rafaela, to go on a motorcycle ride.

She wanted to stay home, he said. He was the one

who loved motorcycles. Not her.

“It’s not as fun when you’re a passenger as

[when] you are the driver,” Steve said. Rafaela went

along to make him happy.

Steve and Rafaela went 

COLUMN ONE 

Guilt drove him
to keep her alive
A motorcycle accident, a brain
injury, and years of anguish

[See Brain injury, A6]

By Joanne Faryon 
reporting from san diego

‘ROOM 20’ PODCAST

Download the podcast “Room 20” and subscribe to
our Play Next newsletter at latimes.com/room20.

Hong Kong seized on the

city’s only direct elections to

send an unmistakable mes-

sage that the movement has

broad support.

Backed by historically

large voter turnout, pro-

democracy candidates won

in a landslide, taking 388

council district seats com-

pared with 58 for pro-gov-

ernment candidates and

winning majority control of

all 18 council districts. Re-

sults for six seats were still

not final early Monday

morning. 

The outcome ensures

that the opposition will have

an overwhelming majority

HONG KONG — In

nearly six months of unprec-

edented unrest in Hong

Kong, the semiautonomous

city’s government and its

backers in Beijing have tried

to paint the pro-democracy

movement as a fringe and vi-

olent uprising led by radical

protesters.

On Sunday, voters in

of the 452 district council

seats, providing it a greater

say on the election commit-

tee for helping select Hong

Kong’s next leader, known

as chief executive.

The results send a strong

rebuke to the Hong Kong

government and its sup-

porters in China for their

handling of a political crisis

that shows no signs of abat-

ing.

What started as a protest

movement against pro-

posed legislation allowing

extraditions of criminal sus-

pects to China has evolved

into a furious defense of 

SUPPORTERS RALLY for pro-Beijing candidate Junius Ho, right side, and the
Democratic Party’s Lo Chun-yu on Sunday in Hong Kong’s Tuen Mun district.

Marcus Yam Los Angeles Times

Pro-democracy voices
roar in Hong Kong vote
Landslide win in local
elections viewed as 
a protest referendum.

By David Pierson

[See Hong Kong, A4]

LAKE TAHOE — The sugar

pine, with its footlong cones

and feathery branches that

stretch out high above the for-

est, used to be one of the most

common trees standing guard

over Lake Tahoe’s clear waters.

But drought, bark beetles and

climate change have ravaged

this beloved conifer, whose

population was already dimin-

ished by logging, development

and other human activities.

From 2012 to 2016, drought

and bark beetles killed more

than 129 million trees in Cali-

fornia, most of them conifers in

the Sierra Nevada. On the dri-

er, south-facing slopes on this

basin’s north side, sugar pines

were hit especially hard as

mountain pine beetles at-

tacked the water-starved

trees, tunneling through their

bark until many of them died.

“You had literally side-by-

UC DAVIS biologist Patricia Maloney is leading an effort to plant thousands of seedlings from drought-
surviving sugar pines in the Lake Tahoe area, hoping they carry genes resilient to climate change.

Photographs by Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

A bet on Sierra survivors
In climate race, scientists are propagating trees with staying power

LAND MANAGERS are seeing a need not just to restore ecosystems to their
previous state but to step in and accelerate how plants and animals adapt.

By Tony Barboza

[See Trees, A9]

WASHINGTON — For

the last two weeks of historic

public impeachment hear-

ings against President

Trump, Rep. Devin Nunes

has played the role of high-

profile inquisitor.

Now, Nunes (R-Tulare)

finds himself cast differ-

ently, entangled in the same

chain of events the commit-

tee has been probing —

whether Trump and his al-

lies sought to turn rumors

and intrigue in Ukraine into

a source of political attacks

against Democrats in the

U.S., especially former Vice

President Joe Biden.

Late Friday, CNN re-

ported that Lev Parnas, 

an indicted associate of

Trump personal lawyer

Rudolph W. Giuliani, was

prepared to tell Congress

that Nunes had met late last

year in Vienna with Viktor

Shokin, formerly the top

Ukrainian prosecutor, to 

obtain information about

the Bidens. The network

cited one of Parnas’ lawyers

as the source of the allega-

tion.

On Sunday, in a Fox News

interview, Nunes declined to

directly answer a question

about that allegation, but

threatened to sue CNN for

reporting it.

“Bottom line, were you in

Vienna with Shokin?” asked

Fox interviewer Maria Bar-

tiromo. 

“I really want to answer

all these questions,” Nunes

replied. 

But the congressman

said he was unable to do so 

Nunes
dodges
query
about
meeting 
Lawmaker threatens
to sue CNN over
report on allegation
he sought info from
ex-Ukrainian official.

By Laura King

[See Nunes, A7]

Bloomberg joins
crowded race
for president

The billionaire aims to
draw moderate voters
as Biden’s candidacy
falters, but he is likely
to face attacks from
the party’s progressive
wing. NATION, A5

6 shot at party 
in warehouse
district of L.A.
Three men and three
women are taken to
the hospital, one in
critical condition. The
gunman remains at
large. CALIFORNIA, B3

Weather
Mostly sunny. 
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WASHINGTON — De-

fense Secretary Mark Esper

on Sunday fired the Navy’s

top official, ending a stun-

ning clash between Presi-

dent Trump and top mili-

tary leadership over the fate

of a SEAL accused of war

crimes in Iraq.

Esper said he had lost

confidence in Navy Secre-

tary Richard V. Spencer and

alleged that Spencer pro-

posed a deal with the White

House behind his back to re-

solve the SEAL’s case. 

Trump has championed

the matter of Navy Chief

Petty Officer Edward R. Gal-

lagher, who was acquitted of

murder in the stabbing

death of an Islamic State

militant captive but con-

victed of posing with the

corpse while in Iraq in 2017.

Spencer’s firing was a

dramatic turn in the fast-

changing and politically

charged controversy. It ex-

posed fissures in Trump’s

relationship with the high-

est ranks of the U.S. military

and raised questions about

the appropriate role of a

commander in chief in mat-

ters of military justice.

Gallagher was demoted

from chief petty officer to a

1st class petty officer after

his conviction by a military

jury. Trump restored Galla-

gher’s rank this month.

The situation escalated

again in recent days.

On Wednesday, the Navy

had notified Gallagher that

he would face a Navy SEAL

review board to determine

whether he should be al-

lowed to remain in the elite

force. 

While Trump then

tweeted that he would not

allow the Navy to remove

Gallagher from the SEALs

by taking away his trident

pin, which designates a

SEAL member, the White

House told the Navy it could

proceed as planned, accord-

ing to a Navy officer who 

Leader
of Navy
is ousted
in clash
Pentagon chief fires
Richard V. Spencer,
giving Trump a win in
SEAL controversy.

associated press

RICHARD V. SPENCER
cited his duty to defend
the U.S. Consitution.

Alex Brandon AP

[See Navy, A7]
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Despite the increase in
large-scale protests, success
rates appear to have de-
clined since 2010, according
to a 2017 study spearheaded
by Erica Chenoweth, a
political scientist at Har-
vard University.

“Authoritarian leaders
have begun to develop and
systematize sophisticated
techniques to undermine
and thwart nonviolent
activists,” she wrote. 

Another reason for a
decline, according to John
Chalcraft, a professor of
Middle East history and
politics at the London
School of Economics and
Political Science, is that
people are embracing a
leaderless protest model. 

“You see it in Lebanon
and some extent in Hong
Kong ... there are limits to
what they can achieve be-
cause you need leadership
in order for protests to
engage and transform civil
society,” he said. 

Below is a look at what is
driving current protests:

Iran
Soon after Iranian Presi-

dent Hassan Rouhani’s
announcement Nov. 15 that
fuel subsidies would be
slashed, resulting in up to
50% hikes in gasoline prices,
tens of thousands rallied in
cities across Iran. Author-
ities reacted by firing tear
gas and live ammunition
into crowds, according to a
report by Amnesty
International.

At least 106 people have
been killed since protesters
took to the streets Nov. 15,

From Chile to Sudan,
Lebanon to Colombia,
mounting anger and frus-
tration over rising economic
and social inequality, politi-
cal corruption and disillu-
sionment with democrati-
cally elected and authoritar-
ian governments have led to
a wide array of mass pro-
tests in recent months.

On the surface, it might
appear they mark a distinc-
tive period in international
politics. But analysts say
that there have been several
such large-scale waves of
mass protests in recent
decades. 

The backdrop to the
protests of the 1980s and
1990s was largely the spread
of democracy, particularly
in Eastern Europe after the
fall of the Soviet Union.
What’s changed is that since
the early 2000s, major pro-
tests have become more
wide-ranging, and reaching
all corners of the world. 

“Governments are not
performing worse than they
were 30 years ago, but as
they grow they create win-
ners and losers,” said
Thomas Carothers, a
democracy expert at the
Washington-based Car-
negie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace. “Citizens
have higher expectations
now.... Over the last 10 years
we’ve seen an increasing
pattern of large-scale pro-
tests.”

He added that the power
of social media has also
helped mobilize protesters.
“I see technology as an
accelerator,” he said.

A 2013 study analyzing
843 protests in 84 countries
across the globe between
January 2006 and July 2014
found that the main griev-
ances were economic injus-
tice and a perceived failure
of political systems. 

Current protest move-
ments are often spear-
headed by financially
strapped young adults
increasingly fed up with
their plight, which they
believe is the result of cor-
rupt political elites.

Many have been driven
by country-specific griev-
ances, often stemming from
the fallout of the 2008 world-
wide financial crisis, Ca-
rothers said.

“This is a very broad
rejection of systems. It’s not
very ideological,” he said,
adding that large-scale
protests have been taking
place both in long-standing
authoritarian and demo-
cratic nations.

Some major one-issue
protests have quickly mor-
phed into movements con-
cerning larger grievances.

In Iran this month, it was
an official announcement
that gasoline prices would
be raised by as much 50%
that sparked mass protests,
which have since trans-
formed into demonstrations
against government corrup-
tion. 

“There’s frustration with
the operation of political
systems and how they are
distributing resources and
power,” said Robert O’Bri-
en, a political science pro-
fessor at McMaster Uni-
versity in Ontario, Canada.

the report found. 
The number could be

much higher, but the flow of
information has stagnated
because authorities blocked
internet access for Iranians
Nov. 16. On Thursday, some
provinces in Iran reported
that the internet had been
restored, the semiofficial
ISNA news agency said. 

Sudan
Protests began last

December over then-Presi-
dent Omar Hassan Ahmed
Bashir’s decision to trim
bread and fuel subsidies.
After Bashir was over-
thrown in an April coup
following nearly three dec-
ades of rule, mass
demonstrations continued,
with protesters calling for
the military government to
hand over power to civilians. 

In August, protest lead-
ers — largely made up of
young doctors and lawyers
— reached a power-sharing
arrangement due to last for
39 months.

Lebanon
What started as a protest

against a tax on WhatsApp
calls morphed into 4 million
people from all walks of life
taking to the streets last
month. That led to the
ouster of Lebanese Prime
Minister Saad Hariri, nearly
two weeks after the demon-
strations erupted. 

But tensions remain
high, with calls for an end to
government mismanage-
ment and corruption. The
protests have been largely
peaceful, although Amnesty
International documented

incidents of excessive force.
Alaa Abou Fakhr, a 39-year-
old father of three, was
killed when a Lebanese
soldier shot at protesters. 

Chile
As in Iran and Lebanon,

protests in Chile were trig-
gered by a price increase for
an economic staple. In this
case, it was a 4-cent spike in
subway fares announced
Oct. 6. 

Students led the charge,
organizing social media
campaigns encouraging
people to jump subway
turnstiles. The protesters
later began demanding
improvements in pensions,
healthcare and education. 

They are now calling for a
new constitution to replace
the one drafted in 1980 dur-
ing the dictatorship of Gen.
Augusto Pinochet.

Colombia
Tens of thousands of

Colombians discontented
with President Ivan Duque
and economic inequality,
took to the streets Thursday
amid growing unrest in
South America; protests
have also rocked Bolivia,
Ecuador as well as Chile. In
Colombia, according to the
World Bank, the top 10% of
earners received 39% of the
nation’s income in 2017.

Iraq
More than 300 people —

including at least 13 Sunday
— have died during demon-
strations that have gripped
Baghdad and Shiite Mus-
lim-dominated provinces
since Oct. 1. 

Largely leaderless, the
protests have been organ-
ized on social media by
citizens frustrated with
government corruption and
high unemployment. 

The protesters also aim
to overhaul Iraq’s sectarian
power-sharing system
imposed after the 2003
U.S.-led invasion. Author-
ities responded with live
ammunition and tear
gas. 

Although a majority of
the country’s revenue
comes from oil — an esti-
mated $79 billion worth —
ordinary Iraqis struggle to
make ends meet; 22% of
Iraqis live in poverty and
unemployment hovers
around 11%, according to the
World Bank.

BACK STORY

MORE THAN 300 people have died in Iraq since protests erupted Oct. 1 over government corruption and
high unemployment. Above, smoke billows from a building during a mass demonstration in Baghdad.

Erin Trieb Getty Images

Around the globe, political
grief boils into mass protest
Demonstrations flare up in democratic and authoritarian nations alike

By Melissa Etehad

PROTESTERS ROAST food outside the Lebanese government palace on Nov. 20,
the 35th day of nationwide anti-government demonstrations in Beirut.

Wael Hamzeh EPA/Shutterstock

SUDANESE PEOPLE rally Nov. 16 in support of
overthrown President Omar Hassan Ahmed Bashir.

Ebrahim Hamid AFP/Getty Images
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KABUL, Afghanistan —
After decades of conflict
across Afghanistan, recy-
cling is not at the top of most
people’s agendas.

But now, one Kabul wom-
an is declaring war on the
Afghan capital’s trash. 

Zuhal Atmar, 35, has set
up a recycling plant where
she processes 33 tons of
garbage a week. She’s the
first woman in Afghanistan
to have launched such a
business, often at a high per-
sonal cost.

Her drive, she said, stems
from her wish to live
“greener,” and from the real-
ization that Kabul has been
— at least in Afghanistan —
contributing to a changing
climate. “The city has one of
the worst air pollution rates,
and we toss away absurd
quantities of one-time-use
plastic,” Atmar said. “I had
to change something.”

Running a business as a
woman isn’t easy here. In Af-
ghanistan, reputation is a
lifeline when it comes to
entrepreneurship, and At-
mar is fighting for hers.

“People constantly
threaten to destroy my busi-
ness or my reputation,” she
said. “I know a handful of
men who run similar ven-
tures and they are jealous.
They don’t accept a woman
doing the same.” 

The mother of a 3-year-
old, she lives in a modern
high-rise overlooking the
mountains that surround
the capital. Her life is un-
common for a woman in Af-
ghanistan; so is recycling.

Kabul’s 6 million people
generate up to 308 tons of
trash each day, according to

the city. Most ends up in its
only landfill, neither sepa-
rated nor reused, guarded
by 60 armed men protecting
the machinery used to man-
age it, even as toxic waste
slowly seeps into the ground.
The trash heaps grow each
day.

Atmar, who grew up as a
refugee in Pakistan and re-
turned to Afghanistan after
the fall of the Taliban, has
been in the trash business
for seven years. She first set
up a waste-management
plant, separating the useful
from the throwaways, but
later decided to fully focus
on recycling. She purchased

$240,000 worth of Chinese
machinery, a sum partly
saved up from previous jobs
but mostly donated by the
U.S. government through
the USAID program.

Located between mud
brick houses on the far east-
ern outskirts of the city, her
factory — surrounded by
brick walls and a heavy gate
— goes almost unnoticed
from the outside. Inside, 70
employees wade into moun-
tains of trash to sort out
what’s useful.

Atmar focuses on paper
waste, which she buys from
scavengers. Trash collection
is barely regulated in Kabul,

and though there are 1,500
drop-off points, thousands
of scavengers roam the
streets daily, collecting
items of value that are being
tossed away.

Her staffers hand-sort
the piles of paper and card-
board, singling out any plas-
tic or perishables. The
machines do the rest.

“Each ton costs 4,500 af-
ghani,” or $57, she said. The
paper is shredded, cleaned
and bleached before it is
dried and pressed into toilet
paper that’s sold across the
country.

The city targets about $14
million annually for waste

management, which isn’t
nearly enough, said Behzad
Ghyasi, the municipality’s
former director of sanitation
services.

Atmar said her work
deeply affects her personal
life. Her business started off
smoothly, but she quickly re-
ceived death threats, and a
handful of men who run sim-
ilar businesses have teamed
up to bring her down, she
said. 

Afghanistan has deeply
rooted conservative beliefs,
with women often seen as
second-class citizens. She
said there are five other fac-
tories like hers, all run by

men.
“There’s a lot of judg-

ment and many people are
bothered by me running my
own business,” she said. “It’s
jealousy and wrong compe-
tition, and I think men here
feel threatened. I might face
more challenges as a wom-
an, but it just means I have
to fight harder. I’m not going
to stay behind.”

Though the factory’s
neighborhood has seen fre-
quent terrorist attacks, At-
mar walks confidently
through her recycling plant,
her hair covered loosely by a
scarf, her arms in motion as
she shouts instructions to
employees over the sound of
machines. She’s confident,
not scared, even though she
knows she could easily be-
come a target. 

“Everyone needs to start
feeling ownership for this
city for things to improve,”
Ghyasi said. Atmar, who
gets up before sunrise each
morning to manage both her
household and her work,
said she wants to set up ad-
ditional recycling plants and
advocacy campaigns to
teach people how to produce
less trash, and introduce pa-
per bags to replace plastic
ones.

“Kabul is environmen-
tally unhealthy. Pollution is
skyrocketing, especially in
winter when coal is burned
everywhere, and septic
sewage contaminates our
water. When it comes to the
environment, we can’t wait
for peace to come first. We
need to act now,” she said,
acknowledging that daily at-
tacks across the country
spread uncertainty and fear.

“I don’t see this changing
anytime soon,” she said.
“Some days there will be an
attack, but soon after, we re-
turn to normal until the next
attack. It’s a cycle. We have
no choice but to still invest in
our country and its environ-
ment.”

Glinski is a special
correspondent.

Breaking ground with Kabul’s garbage
The first woman in
Afghanistan to run
a recycling plant is
driven by her wish to
help the environment.

By Stefanie Glinski

ZUHAL ATMAR, right, runs a recycling plant in Kabul, where entrepreneurship isn’t easy for women. She’s
motivated by a desire to live “greener,” and by the realization the city has been contributing to climate change.

Stefanie Glinski For The Times

GOMA, Congo — A small
plane crashed into homes
shortly after takeoff Sunday
in Congo’s eastern city of
Goma, killing 26 people, in-
cluding the aircraft’s pas-
sengers and crew, as well as
residents on the ground, the
government of the central
African nation said.

The 19-seat Dornier 228-
200, owned by private carrier
Busy Bee, was headed to
Beni, about 220 miles north
of Goma, when it crashed in
the Mapendo district near
the airport in North Kivu
province, according to the
government.

Black smoke rose from
the plane’s wreckage and the
destroyed homes as dozens
of men tried to help with res-
cue efforts. The smoke
cleared as the men carried
bodies on stretchers and
hundreds gathered at the
site.

Although the National
Border Health Program ini-
tially said there were two
survivors from the plane, in-
cluding a crew member, the
provisional death toll was
later put at 26 — 17 passen-

gers, two crew members and
seven residents of the
homes, the Ministry of
Transportation said after
collecting information from
other government depart-
ments.

Placide Kambale, a local
pilot, said he rushed to assist
and saw that the plane was
on fire.

“I called other young peo-
ple from the neighborhood.
They helped me to try to re-
move those who still
moved,” he said.

“We have managed to re-
cover two that were quickly
sent to the hospital” before
the fire spread.

The U.N. mission in
Congo said it sent an emer-
gency crash and rescue team
with two fire engines to sup-
port Congolese authorities.

The government ex-
tended its condolences to
the families of those killed.

Plane crashes are fre-
quent in Congo because of
poor maintenance and lax
safety standards. 

None of Congo’s commer-
cial carriers, including Busy
Bee, are allowed to fly into
European Union airspace
because of the safety con-
cerns.

RESCUERS and onlookers amid the debris of a plane
that crashed shortly after takeoff in Goma, Congo.

Justin Kabumba Associated Press

Plane crashes
into homes in
Congo; 26 die 
associated press

NAGASAKI, Japan —
Pope Francis demanded
world leaders renounce
atomic weapons and the
Cold War-era doctrine of 
deterrence, saying Sunday
that the stockpiling of nucle-
ar arms decreases security,
wastes money and threatens
humanity.

Francis criticized the de-
mise of arms control treaties
while visiting Nagasaki, the
site of the second of the two
U.S. atomic bombings of
Japan in 1945.

After laying a wreath of
flowers and praying at the
foot of the memorial to the
victims, Francis said the
place stands as a stark re-
minder “of the pain and hor-
ror that we human beings
are capable of inflicting up-
on one another.”

“Convinced as I am that a
world without nuclear weap-
ons is possible and neces-
sary, I ask political leaders
not to forget that these
weapons cannot protect us
from current threats to na-
tional and international se-
curity,” he said.

The mood was somber
and silent, darkened by the
downpour that drenched
the terraced fields and rice
paddies of Nagasaki and the
thousands of Japanese who
came out in plastic raincoats
to witness the second pope
to pay his respects to victims
of the bomb.

Francis visited Nagasaki
— and later Hiroshima — at
the start of his three-day trip
to Japan aimed at empha-
sizing his call for a global ban
on atomic weapons. Naga-
saki was the perfect place to
begin his visit, the birth-
place of Christianity in
Japan and ground zero of
the bomb.

The Holy See was among
the first countries to sign
and ratify the new United

Nations nuclear prohibition
treaty, and Francis himself
has gone further than any
pope before him, saying in
2017 that not only the use but
also the mere possession of
atomic weapons is “to be
condemned.”

“One of the deepest long-
ings of the human heart is
for security, peace and sta-
bility,” he said Sunday. “The
possession of nuclear and
other weapons of mass de-
struction is not the answer
to this desire; indeed they
seem always to thwart it.”

The first U.S. atomic
bomb fell on Hiroshima on
Aug. 6, 1945, killing 140,000
people. The second was
dropped three days later on
Nagasaki and killed an addi-
tional 74,000 by the end of
the same year. Many sur-
vivors have suffered the last-
ing effects of radiation expo-
sure and developed various
forms of cancer.

“In a world where mil-
lions of children and families
live in inhumane conditions,
the money that is squan-
dered and the fortunes
made through the manufac-
ture, upgrading, mainte-
nance and sale of ever more
destructive weapons are an
affront crying out to heav-
en,” Francis said.

He lamented the “climate
of distrust” that is eating

away at nonproliferation ef-
forts and the arms control
framework, a reference to a
series of violated treaties
and the demise of the Inter-
mediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty, a landmark
Cold War-era agreement
from which the U.S. with-
drew this year after accusing
Russia of breaking the pact. 

Starting in 1982, the pa-
pacy had held that nuclear
deterrence could be morally
acceptable “as a step toward
mutual, verifiable nuclear
disarmament,” but it has
come to realize the policy
was becoming a permanent
condition. By condemning
nuclear deterrence, Francis
pleased liberals and agi-
tated conservatives, per-
haps informing his more nu-
anced remarks Sunday.

Japanese who came out
to see Francis were grateful,
regardless.

“I think he is a person
who can deliver the message
of peace without inhibition,”
said Negoro Fumiyo, a 62-
year-old from Osaka.

Fumiyo waited for hours
in the rain for Francis’ Mass,
celebrated in Nagasaki’s
baseball stadium before a
crowd of some 35,000 — and
the remains of a wooden
statue of the Virgin Mary
rescued from a cathedral de-
stroyed by the atomic bomb.

Francis’ visit to Nagasaki
also gave him the chance to
honor Christian missionar-
ies and martyrs centuries 
after St. Francis Xavier first
brought Christianity to the
archipelago in 1549.

He laid a second wreath
at the memorial of 26 Naga-
saki martyrs, who were cru-
cified in 1597 at the start of
the two-century wave of per-
secution of Christians by
Japanese rulers, and whose
example inspired Francis to
be a missionary in Japan
when he was a young priest.

“May we never forget
their heroic sacrifice!” Fran-
cis said at the memorial.

Shingo Fukaura traveled
to Nagasaki from the nearby
Goto Islands, where Chris-
tians fled during the time of
persecution, bearing gifts he
hoped to give the pope.

“I also brought this
branch of the camellia tree,
which has been on my island
since the time when we
Christians were hiding our
faith,” he said. “I am hoping
he could give his blessing to
this tree … and I could take it
back to the islands to make
it a symbol of peace.”

Winfield and Nuga write for
the Associated Press.
Associated Press writer
Mari Yamaguchi in Tokyo
contributed to this report.

Pope pleads for disarmament
In Nagasaki, Francis
calls on world leaders
to move past doctrine
of nuclear deterrence.

By Nicole Winfield 

and Haruka Nuga

POPE FRANCIS meets Sunday in Hiroshima with survivors of the U.S. atomic
bombings of Japan. He aimed to emphasize his calls for a global nuclear arms ban.

Vatican Media
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Yesomi Umolu: In the Nov.

24 Arts & Books section, an

article about Los Angeles

artist Oscar Tuazon mis-

spelled the last name of

Yesomi Umolu, artistic di-

rector of the Chicago Archi-

tecture Biennial, as Umoli.

FOR THE

RECORD

Hong Kong’s autonomy

from Beijing and a con-

demnation of a police force

seen as increasingly brutal

toward mostly young dem-

onstrators.

With lopsided election re-

sults on their side, pro-

testers and pro-democracy

candidates can level more

popular pressure on Hong

Kong’s embattled chief exe-

cutive, Carrie Lam, whose

hard-line approach has infu-

riated people in this city of

7.4 million. Lam can also ex-

pect pressure from pro-gov-

ernment politicians, some of

whom are already blaming

her leadership for the elec-

toral drubbing.

Despite that, experts say

there’s little evidence to sug-

gest Lam will deviate from

Beijing’s calls to continue

cracking down on protests

and refrain from offering

policy solutions or compro-

mise. 

“The record turnout and

surge in support for pro-

democracy candidates in

this election underlines the

breadth and depth of dissat-

isfaction with Carrie Lam

and the Hong Kong author-

ities,” said Ben Bland, re-

search fellow at the Lowy In-

stitute in Sydney, Australia,

and author of “Generation

HK: Seeking Identity in Chi-

na’s Shadow.” 

“However, given how few

powers these district coun-

cils have, we shouldn’t over-

state the impact of these re-

sults,” he added. “The gov-

ernment, and Beijing, ought

to be disturbed by the signal

Hong Kongers are sending,

but they are unlikely to

change course.”

Hong Kong has been

ruled under a special “one

country, two systems” prin-

ciple ever since it was re-

turned to China by Britain in

1997. That affords Hong

Kongers with more rights

than their counterparts liv-

ing in mainland China, such

as freedom of assembly, an

uncensored internet and a

free press. However, “one

country, two systems” is set

to expire in 2047, fueling the

anxiety about Hong Kong’s

future that’s erupted into

protests. And the arrange-

ment, even now, provides lit-

tle in the way of voting pow-

ers.

The district council, a

consultative body with no

lawmaking powers, is akin to

city councils in the United

States. Unlike legislators,

who are chosen, partly, by in-

terest groups, district coun-

cilors are the only public offi-

cials selected directly by vot-

ers.

In an outpouring remi-

niscent of the 2 million pro-

testers who marched

against the extradition bill

in June, voters flooded

polling stations Sunday

morning, forming lines that

snaked across plazas and

outside post offices and

schools.

“This is unprecedented,”

said Eric Lee, an assistant to

District Councilor Andrew

Chiu, a member of the pro-

democracy camp. “People

generally don’t wake up this

early on a Sunday.”

It was a rare opportunity

for Hong Kongers to vote

with their feet. Tightening

restrictions on public as-

sembly and subway closures

in recent months means the

city may never see protest

marches of a million or more

again.

A record 4.13 million peo-

ple registered to vote in the

elections, 440,000 more than

the last district council elec-

tions in 2015. Anti-establish-

ment parties also fielded a

record number of candi-

dates.

About 7 in 10 of those reg-

istered voters turned out to

the polls Sunday, much

more than the 47% turnout

in 2015.

Jay Wong had never

voted in district council elec-

tions before, deeming the

races too local to be worth

the bother. But on Sunday,

the 28-year-old music

teacher made sure to wake

up early to cast her vote.

“I had to because I don’t

want the establishment can-

didates to win,” said Wong,

using the name to describe

supporters of the Hong

Kong government and its

backers in Beijing.

The election offered a

rare respite from the unrest

and violence that have beset

Hong Kong nearly every

weekend since the summer.

Online message boards

frequented by demon-

strators urged people to re-

frain from protesting Sun-

day, acknowledging that the

elections were precisely the

sort of peaceful expression

of self-determination that

the movement was trying to

preserve in Hong Kong.

“I’m voting for the first

time so that the younger

generation can still have

freedom,” said Suker So, a

35-year-old air conditioner

repairman walking out of a

polling station in the suburb

of Sheung Shui that was

shrouded in tear gas a week

earlier.

Establishment candi-

dates had been counting on

what they believed was a

silent majority drowned out

by protesters who have little

tolerance for opposing

views.

While losing in an over-

whelming number of dis-

tricts, establishment sup-

porters still represented

about 40% of votes cast. 

Muk Ka-chun, a member

of the pro-Beijing Demo-

cratic Alliance for the Bet-

terment and Progress of

Hong Kong party, which is

favored by older Hong

Kongers, said his constitu-

ents were fed up with the dis-

ruption to everyday life

caused by demonstrators.

“The priority now is to

have social order back,” said

Muk, a 29-year-old high

school teacher, while drum-

ming up support in his dis-

trict of Wan Chai on Hong

Kong Island. “The older gen-

eration own houses and

cars, they want society to be

stable. Youngsters have

heart and want to change so-

ciety. But rioting is not the

right way.”

Muk would later lose his

race to first-time pro-

democracy candidate Susi

Law, garnering 42% of 4,113

votes cast.

Fears had abounded in

recent weeks that the elec-

tions would be postponed or

canceled because of unrest

in the streets. For the first

time, police were mobilized

to guard polling stations.

There were few reports of

irregularities aside from ac-

cusations that pro-estab-

lishment candidates had

bused in voters lured by gifts

of cash and bags of rice.

Tensions erupted in the

working-class neighbor-

hood of Tuen Mun, a district

contested by the highly divi-

sive politician Junius Ho.

The pro-Beijing figure has

been admonished for using

sexual innuendos to attack

female critics, and he also

lobbed death threats at a ri-

val candidate. 

He is accused of support-

ing triad criminal gangs re-

sponsible for the brutal at-

tack on unarmed subway

commuters on July 31.

Surrounded on Sunday

by bodyguards wearing avia-

tor sunglasses, Ho held a

rally that was drowned out

by outraged hecklers accus-

ing him of being a gangster

and soliciting support from

Chinese nationals rather

than Hong Kong residents.

“Go back to China!” a

man shouted at Ho’s sup-

porters from across a street.

“You can’t even speak

Cantonese.”

Hours later, Ho would

concede defeat to his Demo-

cratic Party rival, Lo Chun-

yu, sparking scenes of joy on

the streets of Tuen Mun with

democracy supporters

spraying champagne.

A Tuen Mun resident,

who earlier in the day

shouted Ho and his support-

ers away from his apartment

block, said Sunday’s results

helped ease some of the de-

spair he was feeling about

Hong Kong’s future.

“Things aren’t hopeless,”

said the 24-year-old engi-

neer who provided only his

last name, Cheung. “It

shows political participa-

tion in what little democracy

we have is up a lot. That

means there’s still conse-

quences for the govern-

ment.”

Pro-democracy landslide victory 

AN ELECTION rally in the working-class Tuen Mun district, where Junius Ho, a divisive politician, later conceded defeat to Lo Chun-yu.
Marcus Yam Los Angeles Times

[Hong Kong, from A1]

PRO-DEMOCRACY candidate Jimmy Sham in Sha Tin district. Democracy
backers gained a majority in all 18 council districts. Voter turnout was high. 

Philip Fong AFP/Getty Images

KABUL, Afghanistan —

A United Nations vehicle

was targeted in a bombing

Sunday in the Afghan capi-

tal, Kabul, and at least one

foreign citizen was killed, an

Afghan official said.

Interior Ministry spokes-

man Nasrat Rahimi said

that five others, including

two Afghan U.N. workers,

were wounded in the attack.

The vehicle was heavily

damaged.

The blast targeted the ve-

hicle on one of the busiest

roads in the city, in Police

District 9, Rahimi said.

No one immediately

claimed responsibility for

the attack, but both the Tali-

ban and Islamic State are

active in the capital and

have repeatedly claimed

previous attacks.

The Taliban control or

otherwise hold sway over

about half of Afghanistan,

staging near-daily attacks

that target Afghan forces

and government officials

across the country.

In the central province of

Daykundi, at least eight sol-

diers were killed when Tali-

ban fighters stormed their

checkpoint overnight, pro-

vincial Gov. Anwar Rahmati

said Sunday. He said four

other soldiers were

wounded in the hours-long

gun battle.

Rahmati said reinforce-

ments were dispatched early

Sunday to the area in Kajran

district, driving off the insur-

gents and killing at least 20

of them.

Qari Yusouf Ahmadi, 

a Taliban spokesman,

claimed responsibility for

the checkpoint attack. He

disputed the Taliban casu-

alty figures provided by the

governor and said the insur-

gents had seized weapons

and ammunition.

U.N. vehicle in
Kabul targeted
in deadly blast
Bombing in Afghan
capital follows Taliban
attack on soldiers.
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THE NATION
■■■ ELECTION 2020 ■■■

Billionaire and former
New York City Mayor
Michael R. Bloomberg
joined the race for the
Democratic presidential
nomination Sunday, adding
new uncertainty to the par-
ty’s already unsettled con-
test to pick President
Trump’s challenger in 2020.

After more than a decade
of exploring a White House
run, Bloomberg, one of the
richest men in the world, en-
ters the race with a huge fi-
nancial edge over his Demo-
cratic rivals — but also with
big vulnerabilities. The for-
mer Republican is banking
on the collapse of Joe Biden’s
candidacy, casting himself
as a steadier and more viable
moderate than the former
vice president.

“We cannot afford four
more years of President
Trump’s reckless and un-
ethical actions,” Bloomberg
said on his campaign web-
site. “He represents an exist-
ential threat to our country
and our values. If he wins 
another term in office, we
may never recover from the
damage.”

Bloomberg’s advisors ac-
knowledge he is starting too
late to compete effectively in
the states that will hold the
party’s first four nominating
contests in February: Iowa,
New Hampshire, Nevada
and South Carolina.

But Bloomberg will have
a virtually unlimited budget
to advertise in California
and more than a dozen other
states that hold Super Tues-
day contests March 3. He is
spending at least $31 million
on a week of television adver-
tising that began Sunday in
New York, Los Angeles, Chi-
cago and dozens of other cit-
ies across the nation.

“He has the ability finan-
cially to flood the airwaves
and digital media,” said
Dean Spiliotes, a Southern
New Hampshire University
politics professor who is
skeptical of Bloomberg’s po-
tential. “He’s going to be
criticized for trying to buy
the election, for sure.”

In his first TV commer-
cial, Bloomberg is cast as a
businessman who “took
charge of a city still reeling
from 9/11” and “helped bring
it back from the ashes.”

Bloomberg promises
higher taxes on the rich but
offers no specifics in the ad.
In the past, he has criticized
the proposal of Democratic
rival Elizabeth Warren, a
Massachusetts senator, to
impose a new tax on the as-
sets of Americans with per-
sonal fortunes of more than
$50 million.

Bloomberg also makes
clear in the ad that he rejects
the “Medicare for all” plans
of Warren and Vermont Sen.
Bernie Sanders, the two
leading progressives in the
Democratic field. He says he
would ensure that “everyone
without health insurance
can get it and everyone who
likes theirs” can keep it.

Polls have consistently
found most Democrats are
satisfied with their current
roster of candidates. None-
theless, Bloomberg is not
the only one to make a late
entry: Former Massachu-

setts Gov. Deval Patrick
joined the race this month.

Bloomberg had an-
nounced in March that he
would not run for president,
but he changed his mind 
after Biden’s candidacy
started to falter and Warren
and Sanders emerged as the
most popular alternatives.

“This is a pipe dream,”
said Democratic consultant
Paul Maslin, who is un-
aligned in the White House
race. “I just think it’s prepos-
terous. You don’t win this
thing by getting in late. You
have to go out and earn it.”

Bloomberg said he would
be “the only candidate in
this race who isn’t going to
take a penny from anyone
and will work for a dollar a
year.” His refusal to take
campaign contributions
could appeal to some voters,
but it will effectively dis-
qualify Bloomberg from par-
ticipating in debates sanc-
tioned by the Democratic
National Committee. A
broad donor base is one of
the party’s criteria to get on
the debate stage.

If Bloomberg’s candi-
dacy gains traction, he could
pose an especially serious
threat to Pete Buttigieg. The
mayor of South Bend, Ind.,
has positioned himself as a
moderate with appeal to
Democrats who fret that
Warren and Sanders are too
liberal to beat Trump in cru-
cial battleground states.
Buttigieg has surpassed
Biden in recent polls of likely
Iowa Democratic caucus
voters.

Since Bloomberg left of-
fice as mayor six years ago,
he has spent heavily on
Democratic campaigns and
causes, most notably on gun
control and the fight against
global warming. He men-
tioned both in his campaign
announcement.

Still, some party strate-
gists see an older white bil-
lionaire as poorly suited to
inspire the diverse constitu-
encies of Democrats who are
yearning to oust Trump.

Bloomberg’s history of
making boorish remarks
about women and support-
ing police stop-and-frisk
tactics risks alienating two
of the party’s core factions:
women and African Ameri-

cans. Recently, at a black
church in New York,
Bloomberg apologized for
mandating stop-and-frisk
when he was mayor; he de-
fended the tactic as recently
as January despite its out-
size effect on people of color. 

Warren and Sanders
have made billionaires a
prime target of their cam-
paigns, saying the rich buy
off politicians in Washington
and harm Americans strug-
gling to afford healthcare,
college tuition and other
day-to-day expenses. An-
other billionaire, former
hedge fund chief Tom Steyer
of San Francisco, declined to
enter the race before — like
Bloomberg — changing his
mind. Steyer has been stuck
near the bottom of the pack
in both national and early-
state polls.

Hugh Winebrenner, a po-
litical science professor
emeritus at Drake Uni-
versity in Iowa, called
Bloomberg’s candidacy a
longshot, saying the former
mayor will surely draw bru-
tal attacks from opponents.

“They’ve been in there
working their tails off, and all
of a sudden he comes in and
says, ‘Take me over them,’
and I suspect that’s not go-
ing to make some people
happy,” Winebrenner said.

Minnesota Sen. Amy
Klobuchar, another moder-
ate in the Democratic race,
told ABC News on Sunday
that she’d had four town 
hall meetings in New Hamp-
shire over the last couple of
days and did not think 
voters would appreciate
Bloomberg’s lavish spend-
ing on his candidacy.

“They’re not necessarily
looking for the richest per-
son,” she said, adding that
Trump was “constantly talk-
ing about how much money
he has.” 

“They’re looking for
someone different,”
Klobuchar said.

Sanders campaign man-
ager Faiz Shakir was more
caustic.

“It’s disgusting that
somebody who thinks that
this is the way that you win a
presidency, is you sit in your
Manhattan sky-rise and
pump out a bunch of adver-
tising and that that’s the

path,” he told NBC News. 
Bloomberg’s candidacy

creates an awkward conflict
for his media holdings. John
Micklethwait, the editor in
chief of Bloomberg News, 
released a statement saying
the outlet would continue its
tradition of not investigat-
ing Bloomberg, his family or
his foundation and “will 
extend the same policy to 
his rivals in the Democratic
primaries.”

“If other credible journal-
istic institutions publish in-
vestigative work on Mike or

the other Democratic candi-
dates,” Micklethwait said,
“we will either publish those
articles in full or summarize
them for our readers — and
we will not hide them.” 

At the same time, he said,
Bloomberg News “will con-
tinue to investigate the
Trump administration, as
the government of the day.”

Bloomberg Opinion will
stop running unsigned edi-
torials, he said, and several
opinion editors, including
Trump biographer Timothy
O’Brien, will take a leave of

absence to join Bloomberg’s
campaign. 

Bloomberg’s age is likely
to be a campaign challenge:
He is 77, nine months older
than Biden, who turned 77
on Wednesday. The oldest
Democrat in the race is
Sanders, who is 78. Warren is
70, and Trump is 73.

“Just what the field
needs, another septuage-
narian,” Maslin said.

Bloomberg was a Demo-
crat until 2001, when he reg-
istered as a Republican to
run for mayor of New York
City. He won the election
and served three terms.
Bloomberg abandoned the
GOP in 2007 and became an
independent. In October
2018, he registered again as a
Democrat.

Bloomberg has been a
staunch opponent of the to-
bacco and soft drink indus-
tries. His foundation has
spent hundreds of millions
of dollars to curb tobacco
use in the developing world.

He made plans to run for
president as an independent
in 2016 but ultimately stayed
out of the race. He has been a
brutal critic of Trump, a fel-
low New Yorker who recently
said there was no one he’d
rather run against than “lit-
tle Michael.” At the Demo-
cratic National Convention
in 2016, Bloomberg de-
scribed Trump as a “risky,
radical and reckless choice”
for president.

“I’m a New Yorker, and I
know a con when I see one,”
Bloomberg said. 

Bloomberg, who grew up
in the Boston area, was a
Wall Street investment
banker before he founded
Bloomberg LP, the informa-
tion technology and media
company that produced his
personal fortune. Forbes 
estimates his net worth at
$54 billion.

Bloomberg enters race for president
Billionaire aims to
draw moderate voters
as Biden falters, but is
likely to face attacks
from progressive wing.

By Michael Finnegan

FORMER NEW YORK Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg has been a prominent critic of President Trump. One of
the wealthiest people in the world, Bloomberg is spending at least $31 million on a weeklong television ad blitz.

Brendan Smialowski AFP/Getty Images

PETE BUTTIGIEG, mayor of South Bend, Ind., has passed Joe Biden in recent
Iowa polls but could face trouble if Bloomberg gains traction as another moderate.

Nati Harnik Associated Press
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‘I ask her if she would like to
wear one of her bracelets and
she nods and raises her hand so
I can put it on her.’ 

— STEVE SIMMONS, on his wife, Rafaela

riding with friends that Sunday

from San Diego to Oceanside.

They were on an easy, slow stretch

of Pacific Coast Highway that runs

mostly along sandy beaches, taco

shops and high-end fish houses

that cater to tourists. They were

near Carlsbad, less than five miles

from the halfway point, approach-

ing an intersection that should

have gone by as an unremarkable

blur, when a young woman drove

her car through a stop sign.

Steve saw it coming, but there

wasn’t enough time to lay down his

bike the way he was taught when

you’re about to broadside a car.

The front tire of his motorcycle

caught on the car’s rear bumper

and catapulted Rafaela, who was

wearing a helmet, to the ground.

Steve blacked out. He’d broken

his wrist and separated his shoul-

der. What happened next was

hazy, as he drifted in and out of

consciousness, except for a sound

he distinctly recalled.

“I heard her gasp,” he said.

Paramedics had to cut a hole in

Rafaela’s windpipe so she could

breathe.

Rafaela, 51 at the time, had

suffered a severe brain injury. She

slept and woke, her eyes opened

and closed. Her reflexes continued

to function. Sometimes she

yawned, or smiled, or cried.

But she was in a persistent

vegetative state.

After she had been in the ICU

for 27 days, doctors asked Steve:

Did he want to disconnect his wife

from the life-sustaining treatment

— feeding and breathing tubes —

and transfer her to hospice care?

Or did he want to send her to a

nursing home to continue treat-

ment, even though she had almost

no chance of recovering?

For Steve, who was 53 then,

that decision was complicated by

more than grief. He blamed him-

self for Rafaela’s condition.

In California alone, at least

4,000 people statewide are kept

alive with breathing and feeding

tubes. That number includes only

those covered by Medi-Cal, the

state’s insurance plan for the poor

and disabled.

They are the Terri Schiavos no

one has ever heard of. Schiavo was

the Florida woman whose life and

death were the subject of legal and

political battles in the 1990s. Schi-

avo’s heart stopped when she was

26. She was resuscitated and kept

alive with a feeding tube. Her

husband wanted the tube re-

moved, arguing she wouldn’t want

to live that way. Her parents be-

lieved otherwise, and the struggle

dragged on until 2005, when the

tube was removed. Schiavo died 13

days later.

In California, state law allows

Steve to make this decision on

behalf of his wife.

He decided on treatment,

because he believed she wanted to

live.

I first met Steve in 2014, while

working on an investigative series

about people kept on life support.

Over the next five years, I spent

hours interviewing him in person

or on the phone. Often, I sent him

questions by email.

“I wanted to write about the

first time you saw her on the beach

in Mexico,” I once emailed him.

Remembering who Rafaela was

before the accident was painful to

Steve. He almost always respond-

ed late in the evening.

“It was the month of July, mid-

afternoon when I saw my wife for

the first time. I remember that it

was extremely hot and humid and

I couldn’t fathom how someone

could lay on the beach in that sun,”

Steve replied.

“Did she like the sun? The

water?”

“She loves the sun but is not

comfortable in the water. She can’t

swim.”

I look back at those emails, one

excruciating question after anoth-

er.

“Do you remember the last

thing Rafaela said to you before

the accident?”

He couldn’t recall.

b

Rafaela was transferred to the

Villa Coronado Skilled Nursing

Facility in Coronado in San Diego

County. It’s housed in two build-

ings across the street from each

other. Steve considered Rafaela

lucky. She had a room in the newer

building. When he toured the

place, he saw the older one first.

“I walked out,” he said.

It was the smell. He couldn’t

take the smell.

Steve was determined to do

everything possible to keep his

wife alive. He researched every-

thing he could about brain injuries

and spent hours each day by

Rafaela’s bedside.

For the first time, he turned to

God.

When he had to go back to work

five months after the accident, he

hired a full-time caregiver to be

with her when he couldn’t. He

settled into a routine, visiting

Rafaela every day after work,

Saturday afternoons and all day

Sundays. A few times a year he’d

take a weekend for himself and

camp alone in the desert. There

were times, he said, when he just

wanted to die.

Like the night he stopped his

car on the Coronado Bridge, a

two-mile snake of a road high

above San Diego Bay. Its 34-inch

railings are an easy hurdle for

someone like Steve. Someone

looking for a way out. It had been

only months since the accident.

“It’s almost too tempting,” he

said.

It was late and there wasn’t

much traffic. Steve slowed his car

to nearly a stop and looked in his

rear mirror.

And then something hap-

pened, he said.

“God spoke to me. That’s why I

didn’t get out of the car.”

God told him he was being

selfish and that he needed to live

so he could continue taking care of

Rafaela.

Steve called his mother that

night.

“I want to jump off a bridge,” he

said to Cathy Simmons.

“Wait until I get there,” Cathy

said. “I’ll go with you.”

Cathy felt that she’d already

lost her daughter-in-law, Rafaela,

and she couldn’t bear to lose Steve

too. If he was going to jump, so

would she.

Cathy kept Steve on the phone

that night and persuaded him to

get medical treatment, anti-

depressants and therapy. But

nothing, she said, would alleviate

Steve’s guilt.

b

Rafaela’s skin was too smooth

for a woman in her 50s. Perhaps it

was a byproduct of the accident.

She had lost her ability to speak, to

smile willfully, to frown, to gesture

in a meaningful way, arresting the

lines that come from everyday life.

Her hair was short and finely

streaked with gray, a sign Rafaela

was indeed aging and growing old

in her hospital bed.

Rafaela did not have an ad-

vance directive — a document

stating her wishes should she

become medically incapacitated.

Only about one-third of Ameri-

cans do.

Steve was certain that Rafaela

was aware, that she just had no

way to tell anyone. During his

visits, he spoke to her, told her he

loved her, played her favorite CDs,

rubbed lotion on her arms and

placed the bracelets she once

made on her wrists.

“Absolutely she had aware-

ness,” Steve said. “She got to the

point where she would turn her

head and look for people.”

Rafaela’s doctor, Ken Warm,

said Rafaela was likely blind, al-

though he had no way of knowing

for sure.

“There’s probably some very

sophisticated ways of determining

if a mute person who can’t move is

blind, but it was not available to

us,” he said.

Rafaela would sometimes blink

when Warm spoke to her, but he

didn’t know whether it was ran-

dom or purposeful. She did seem

to follow Steve’s commands, Warm

said. She could squeeze a ball in

her right hand when Steve asked

her to.

Despite Rafaela’s devastating

brain injury, she was generally

healthy. She didn’t get the bed-

sores and infections that people

on this unit are prone to have.

Steve’s schedule focused

around work and visiting Rafaela.

“[I’d] go home and do the same

thing every day,” he said.

His mother worried about him.

“How can you keep on?” Cathy

asked him. “How much longer?”

Steve told her that this was his

life.

In a way, Cathy understood.

Her husband had Alzheimer’s and

she’d been his caregiver for the last

12 years of his life. “That’s what you

do,” she said. “You just make sure

you don’t leave them.”

In Rafaela’s seventh year at the

Villa, Steve, normally congenial

and hopeful, was beginning to

sound defeated. It was as if some-

thing had punctured the protec-

tive bubble he’d worn all these

years. His resilience was finally

giving way to reality. But still he

persisted.

He’d found a place in Texas

that was supposed to be good at

rehabilitating brain-injured pa-

tients, but it was private and he

couldn’t afford it. Home seemed

like the best option. Steve was 59

by then and had learned about a

Medi-Cal program that would help

retrofit his condo to accommodate

his wife. So he had come up with a

plan: In two years, when he could

retire, he was going to bring

Rafaela home.

Months later, Steve said he had

something to tell me. He was his

usual buoyant self again.

“I’ve made a decision,” he said.

I knew what he meant. I’d re-

ported on end-of-life issues long

enough to know the code. Making

a decision meant he was finally

ready to let Rafaela go. After a few

minutes of awkward conversation,

I got the sense Steve was looking

for affirmation from me.

I thought of his mother, Cathy,

who had once said that she prayed

for Rafaela to either wake up or

die.

“I think your mother would be

happy to have you back,” I told

him.

About a week later, in July 2017,

I sent Steve an email. I asked him

whether he’d spoken with the

nursing home’s advanced care

planner, the person who helps

counsel families in these situa-

tions.

Ten days later, Steve respond-

ed. He’d changed his mind.

“Given my wife’s ability to

communicate via her left hand as

well as being able to nod yes or no I

can’t imagine doing anything

other than seeing what the future

has in store for her.

“Every day I ask her if she

would like to wear one of her

bracelets and she nods and raises

her hand so I can put it on her.”

b

In year eight, Steve noticed

that Rafaela slept more often. He

began to ask her about heaven.

“ ‘Do you want to go be with

Jesus?’ And she couldn’t give me a

response.”

Steve’s greatest hope had been

for his wife to recover. He’d been

around the nursing home long

enough, seen plenty of people

languish for years in this excruci-

ating limbo, that now he hoped for

something else, that Rafaela could

tell him whether she wanted to live

or to die.

His answer, in part, came from

a colleague at work. The two had

found a common bond — her

husband had been sick and had

also been on life support. When he

could no longer speak for himself,

she was the one who decided to

withdraw treatment and let him

go.

The work colleague began

visiting Rafaela at the Villa, some-

times with Steve and sometimes

on her own.

One day, she said to Steve,

“Your wife wants to go. She’s beg-

ging you.”

Steve was beginning to believe

that it might be time.

“All of a sudden, I thought,

what if something happens to

me?” Steve said.

He worried Rafaela would

become like the woman in the bed

next to her. Alone, with no one to

visit.

“I thought about my wife and

how she was before, and how she

enjoyed life,” he said. “She’s not

dancing, she’s not laughing, not

eating her Mexican food, not able

to do anything.”

Since the accident, Steve had

read a lot about brain injuries and

consciousness, and more recently,

about death and dying.

In year nine, he read a book

about preparing for the end of life,

“and how beautiful it should be,

given the right circumstances,” he

said. He wanted Rafaela to finally

find peace. She deserved her “dig-

nity back,” he said.

In October 2018, almost nine

years after the accident, Steve

decided to withdraw treatment.

“There was no one specific thing”

that triggered his decision, he said,

but a combination of things.

Mostly, it was time.

“It took that long to forgive

myself,” Steve said.

b

LakeView Home is a 1950s

house on a residential street lined

with palm trees in east San Diego

County. It looks like any other

house on the block, but for the

discreet sign near the front door,

“Bringing comfort to each day.” No

one would guess this is where

people come to die.

On Nov. 14, 2018, Rafaela was

transferred here, to a bedroom

with a twin bed covered in a white

and yellow quilt and a window

facing the front street. A leather

recliner was tucked into a corner of

the room, so Steve could be com-

fortable.

Rafaela could have received

hospice care at the Villa, but

Warm, her doctor for the last nine

years, didn’t believe the people

who had worked so hard to keep

her alive for so long should have to

cope with helping her die.

At LakeView, the 20-hour me-

chanical feeding stopped. Mar-

garet Elizondo, Rafaela’s hospice

doctor, said that without the

forced feedings she needed less

suctioning — the procedure in

which excess secretions were

vacuumed from her chest through

the hole in her throat.

When Rafaela was suctioned at

the Villa, she’d sometimes jolt

upward in bed and wince, as

though she were in pain.

“What we were doing to try to

prolong her life, thinking that we

were doing good, we were also

doing harm,” Elizondo said.

The breathing and feeding

tubes, the suctioning, the medica-

tions — they had kept Rafaela

alive. Depending on your point of

view, they either prolonged her life

or prolonged her death.

Rafaela “died on that day that

she was on that motorcycle nearly

a decade ago, and we tried to

pretend that that wasn’t what

happened,” Elizondo said. “We

don’t know when to let go.”

Without the feeding, Rafaela

became more somnolent and her

eyes were closed more often. With-

out hydration, her kidneys began

shutting down. She was given

medication for pain and to keep

her breathing comfortably.

Now, instead of asking Rafaela

to squeeze his hand, Steve told her

that he was going to be OK and

that he loved her.

On Saturday night, 10 days

after Rafaela was admitted to

hospice, Steve lay down beside his

wife in her bed.

“I cried very hard and asked for

her forgiveness.” He decided in

that moment to forgive himself.

When Steve returned to Lake-

View the next morning, he knew it

would be Rafaela’s last day.

“She would take these large

gasps of breath that were difficult

to watch,” he said. “And she would

do that for 10 minutes and stop.”

They were alone together when

Rafaela took her final breath. “The

color in her face was still so beauti-

ful,” Steve said.

He stayed with her for 20 min-

utes and stroked her hair. “I know

you’re above,” he told her.

Then he walked into the hall-

way and looked for a nurse.

“I think my wife has passed.”

He didn’t cry until he got in his

car to drive home.

b

About a week after Rafaela’s

death, Steve went back to the Villa

to visit with the people who had

cared for her for so long. He stood

outside her room, but couldn’t

bear to go in.

Since then, he’s spent time

traveling; he’s road-tripped

through the desert and hiked one

of the most deserted trails of the

Grand Canyon. And he’s spending

time with his 1-year-old miniature

schnauzer, Camila.

He retired in May, and plans to

leave San Diego and move to Utah

to be closer to his mother and the

rest of his family. That’s where he’ll

be Monday, the one-year anniver-

sary of Rafaela’s death.

Steve has no plans to formally

mark the occasion. Instead, he’ll

reflect, he said, about what’s past

and what’s still to come.

By letting Rafaela go, Steve

decided to live.

“Which is what she would have

wanted.” 

Faryon is a special correspondent.

Guilt drove him to keep his wife alive 

MEMORIES

Steve Simmons with things belonging to his wife. “I thought about ... how she was before, and
how she enjoyed life. She’s not dancing, she’s not laughing, not eating her Mexican food.”

Marcus Yam Los Angeles Times

EARLY DAYS

Steve and Rafaela in Tijuana, not long after they met on a
beach in Mexico. “She loves the sun,” Steve said of his wife.

[Brain injury, from A1]
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“because there is criminal
activity here; we’re working
with different law-enforce-
ment agencies.”

“I think you can under-
stand that I can’t compete
by trying to debate this out
with the public media when
90% of the media are totally
corrupt,” he said. 

“Everyone’s going to
know the truth; everyone’s
going to know all the facts,”
Nunes said. “I will win in
court.”

The Nunes-Shokin alle-
gation is a new twist in the
impeachment saga, which
has so far failed to breach an
unyielding wall of support
for Trump by GOP
lawmakers.

Democrats seized on the
allegation to portray Nunes
as part of the effort to enlist
Ukrainians to do political
dirty work for Trump.

“Look, I don’t know what
happened on that trip, but
the allegation is that Devin
Nunes used federal funds to
fly himself and a couple of
staffers over there in the
search of dirt on Biden,”
Rep. Jim Himes (D-Conn.),
a member of the Intelligence
Committee, said on CBS’
“Face the Nation.”

“That’s actually what the
president is accused of doing
— misusing public dollars
for a political purpose.”

Himes said that based on
Nunes’ behavior in the
course of the impeachment
inquiry, he had little faith
that the Central Valley
congressman was interested
in establishing facts, believ-
ing rather that he was deter-
mined to defend Trump at
any cost.

“If you watched Devin
Nunes for five minutes in
these hearings, you know
that he has given over to the
— utterly — to the defense of
the president, and more im-
portantly, to the propaga-
tion of fantastical conspira-
cy theories,” Himes said.

Throughout the two
weeks of public hearings,
Nunes, who along with Rep.
Adam B. Schiff (D-Bur-
bank) was allowed to give
opening and closing state-
ments as the testimony pro-
ceeded, poured scorn on the
process, calling the hearings
“bizarre,” a “kangaroo
court” and a “circus.”

The president has railed
about what he calls the in-
quiry’s unfairness and
blocked the release of docu-
ments and testimony by sen-
ior aides, including Secre-
tary of State Michael R.
Pompeo and acting White
House chief of staff Mick
Mulvaney, who could shed
firsthand light on events de-
scribed by witnesses who for
the most part did not deal

directly with Trump.
If Parnas testifies about

other aspects of the inquiry,
he should address any role
he played in brokering con-
tacts between Shokin and
Trump allies, Himes said.

Shokin is a key figure in
the Ukrainian scandal. The
former prosecutor was
forced out in March 2016 as
part of an anti-corruption
drive by the European Union
and the International Mone-
tary Fund. Biden joined in
the international effort to
push Shokin out.

Trump and his backers
have repeatedly suggested
that Biden engineered
Shokin’s firing to protect his
son Hunter, who sat on the
board of a Ukrainian gas
company, Burisma. U.S. offi-
cials who testified in the im-
peachment inquiry said that
was false. 

The U.S. allies and inter-
national organizations that
pushed for Shokin’s dismiss-
al said at the time that the
then-prosecutor general
was corruptly blocking in-
vestigations into wrong-
doing in Ukraine.

The allegation of Shokin
meeting Nunes comes from
Joseph Bondy, an attorney
for Parnas. The lawyer said
Shokin told Parnas that he
met last December in Vien-
na with Nunes, who traveled
there on congressional busi-
ness. 

Parnas was willing to of-
fer congressional testimony
about that and other mat-
ters, the lawyer said.

Parnas and another Giu-

liani associate, Igor Fruman,
were arrested in October
and charged with campaign
finance law violations tied to
the ultimately successful ef-
fort to oust the U.S. ambas-
sador to Ukraine. 

On Saturday, Rep. Adam
Smith (D-Wash.) told
MSNBC it was “quite likely”
that Nunes would face a
House ethics investigation
over the allegation. Smith
chairs the House Armed

Services Committee.
Schiff, who as Intelli-

gence Committee chairman
has been a principal foil of
Nunes, did not go that far
when asked Sunday what
sort of scrutiny Nunes might
face in the House.

Interviewed on CNN’s
“State of the Union,” Schiff
said that if Nunes “was on a
taxpayer-funded [trip] ...
seeking dirt on a potential
Democratic candidate for
president, Joe Biden, 
that would be an ethics mat-
ter.”

Schiff said that the main
interest of the Intelligence
Committee, which until now
has taken the lead in the im-
peachment proceedings,
was establishing actions or-
dered by Trump that per-
tained to Ukraine.

“I don’t want to comment
on what the Ethics Commit-
tee should do, particularly
vis-à-vis the ranking mem-
ber of my committee,” Schiff
said.

Nunes, who has filed sev-
eral lawsuits against news
organizations that have
written about him, as well as
a parody account on Twitter,
has threatened to sue both
CNN and the Daily Beast,
which also reported the 
alleged contact with Shokin.

CNN media reporter Ol-
iver Darcy tweeted on Friday
that when approached for
comment on the allegation,
Nunes replied: “I don’t talk
to you in this lifetime or the
next lifetime,” adding: “At
any time, on any question.”

But he did speak to Breit-
bart, a right-wing website,
about the CNN report, call-
ing it “demonstrably false.”

Giuliani, in a Fox News 
interview on Saturday, said
that Nunes had denied
meeting with Shokin, but
added that if the two were 
in contact, “there would’ve
been nothing wrong with 
it.”

Some Intelligence Com-
mittee members have called
publicly for testimony from
Parnas. 

Speaking to National
Public Radio on Saturday,
Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-
Texas) said it would be
“valuable to hear from him,
because we want to know
just how far this work ex-
tended” on behalf of Giuliani
and Trump.

A new twist in the impeachment saga

VIKTOR SHOKIN in 2015. A key figure in the Ukrainian scandal, the former prosecutor was forced out in
March 2016 as part of an anti-corruption drive by the European Union and the International Monetary Fund. 

Sergii Kharchenko Pacific Press/LightRocket

[Nunes, from A1]

REP. DEVIN NUNES (R-Tulare), left, confers with
minority counsel Steve Castor at the recent hearings. 

Drew Angerer Getty Images

spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss internal
matters.

That initially appeared to
defuse the situation. The
Navy SEAL review board
was due to hear Gallagher’s
case on Dec. 2.

Spencer, speaking Sat-
urday at an international se-
curity forum in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, said that he did
not consider a tweet by
Trump a formal order to
stop the Navy review board.

“I need a formal order to
act,” Spencer said. He said of
Trump’s tweets, “I don’t in-
terpret them as a formal or-
der.”

But on Sunday, Esper
said he had learned that
Spencer had “privately” pro-
posed to the White House
that Gallagher be allowed to
retire in his current rank and
without losing his status as a
SEAL. Esper said Spencer
had not told him of the pro-
posal to the White House,
causing him to lose “trust
and confidence.”

A spokeswoman for
Spencer, Navy Cmdr. Sarah
Higgins, said he had no im-
mediate comment. The
White House did not provide
details of Spencer’s alleged
private proposal regarding
Gallagher.

In yet another twist, Es-
per also directed on Sunday
that Gallagher be allowed to
retire at the end of this
month, and that the Navy re-
view board that was sched-
uled to hear his case starting
Dec. 2 be canceled. At Es-
per’s direction, Gallagher
will be allowed to retire as a
SEAL at his current rank.

That effectively gives
Trump the outcome he
sought. 

In a letter to Trump ac-
knowledging “my termina-
tion,” Spencer cited the criti-
cal importance of “the rule of
law” and the Uniform Code
of Military Justice. He had
concluded that he and the
president appear no longer
to share the same under-
standing of “the key princi-
ple of good order and disci-
pline.”

“I cannot in good con-
science obey an order that I

believe violates the sacred
oath I took in the presence of
my family, my flag and my
faith to support and defend
the Constitution of the
United States,” he wrote. He
did not cite a specific order.

Chief Pentagon spokes-
man Jonathan Hoffman said
Esper’s position had been
that the Navy’s disciplinary
process should be allowed to
“play itself out objectively
and deliberately.”

“However, at this point,
given the events of the last
few days,” Esper decided
that Gallagher should be al-
lowed to retain his SEAL
status, Hoffman said. He
said Esper had concluded
that Gallagher could not,
under the circumstances, re-
ceive a fair shake from the
Navy.

In the written statement,
Esper said of Spencer: “I am
deeply troubled by this con-
duct shown by a senior DOD
official. Unfortunately, as a
result I have determined
that Secretary Spencer no
longer has my confidence to
continue in his position. I
wish Richard well.”

Gallagher, speaking Sun-
day on “Fox & Friends,” al-
leged the Navy was acting in
retaliation.

“They could have taken
my trident at any time they
wanted,” he said. “Now
they’re trying to take it after
the president restored my
rank.”

Those who have their tri-
dent pins removed will no
longer be SEALs but could
remain in the Navy. The
Navy has revoked 154 trident
pins since 2011.

Spencer, 65, had served
as Navy secretary since Au-
gust 2017. He was a Wall
Street investment banker
and is a veteran of the Mar-
ine Corps. He and Esper
were Pentagon peers during
the period that Esper served
as Army secretary, before
being sworn in as Defense
secretary last July.

In a series of tweets Sun-
day evening, Trump said he
had been unhappy with the
Navy’s handling of the Galla-
gher case. 

Senate Minority Leader
Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) is-
sued a statement saying

Spencer “did the right
thing” and “should be proud
of standing up to President
Trump when he was wrong,
something too many in this
administration and the Re-
publican Party are scared to
do. Good order, discipline,
and morale among the
Armed Services must tran-
scend politics, and Secre-
tary Spencer’s commitment
to these principles with not
be forgotten.”

Sen. James M. Inhofe, the
Oklahoma Republican who
chairs the Armed Services
Committee, said Trump and
Esper “deserve to have a
leadership team who has
their trust and confidence.”
He also acknowledged that
he and Spencer had disa-
greed at times over the man-
agement of specific Navy
programs.

Trump said he was nomi-
nating Kenneth Braith-
waite, a retired Navy rear ad-
miral and the current U.S.
ambassador to Norway, to
succeed Spencer. In a tweet,
Trump called Braithwaite “a
man of great achievement
and success.”

Pentagon fires Navy secretary

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER Edward R. Gallagher, who was convicted of taking a
photo with an Islamic State fighter’s corpse, will keep his status as a Navy SEAL.

Andrew Dyer San Diego Union-Tribune
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The U.S. government is
barring federal dollars
meant for opioid addiction
treatment from being used
on medical marijuana.

The move is aimed at
states that allow marijuana
for medical uses, particu-
larly those letting patients
with opioid addiction use
pot as a treatment, said Dr.
Elinore McCance-Katz,
whose federal agency doles
out money to states for
treatment programs.

“There’s zero evidence
for that,” McCance-Katz
said. “We felt that it was time
to make it clear we did not
want individuals receiving
funds for treatment services
to be exposed to marijuana
and somehow given the im-
pression that it’s a treat-
ment.”

It’s the latest example of
the legal standoff between
federal officials and state
governments on marijuana.
While cannabis is consid-
ered an illegal drug by fed-
eral officials, 33 states allow
patients, with a doctor’s ap-
proval, to use it for medical
purposes. About a dozen al-
low recreational use, too.

The new restriction ap-
plies to the federal govern-
ment’s two main grant pro-
grams for opioid treatment
and an older grant program
that supports state efforts
to treat alcoholism and drug
addiction. The rule affects
billions of dollars from the
Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Admin-
istration.

Federal officials this
month held a phone call with
state officials to spell out the
restriction: Grant money
can’t be used to directly or

indirectly buy marijuana or
permit treatment with pot.
The rule also applies to us-
ing marijuana to treat men-
tal health disorders. It does
not apply to grants from
other federal agencies for re-
search on medical marijua-
na.

Addiction treatment pro-
grams must document their
efforts to urge patients to
stop if they are currently us-
ing marijuana for mental
health disorders or addic-
tion, or the programs risk
losing federal money, Mc-
Cance-Katz said.

Each state decides which
ailments are on their medi-
cal marijuana lists. Many al-
low patients, with a doctor’s
approval, to use it for
chronic pain and symptoms
of multiple sclerosis, where
there is good scientific evi-
dence. Other states have ap-
proved health conditions
with less scientific backing,
such as post-traumatic
stress disorder or anxiety,
swayed by firsthand experi-
ence from residents.

The evidence that mari-
juana helps some patients
use fewer opioids comes
from anecdotal reports or
surveys of drug users, which
is not the type of research
that can prove cause and ef-
fect. A study this year shot
down the notion that medi-
cal marijuana laws can 
prevent opioid overdose
deaths.

Yet, the ongoing over-
dose crisis has caused New
York, New Jersey and other
states to turn to marijuana
on the premise that pot “is
far less risky than injecting
heroin or fentanyl, so why
not try it?” said Leo Belet-
sky, a public health policy ex-
pert at Northeastern Uni-
versity in Boston.

STATES are barred from using U.S. grants on medi-
cinal pot. Above, a dispensary worker in New Jersey.

Julio Cortez Associated Press

U.S. restricts funds
for opioid treatment
associated press
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WITH CUSTOM PULL-OUT SHELVES,
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CUSTOM HARDWOOD GLIDE-OUT SHELVING ADDS VALUE

TO YOUR HOME AND TIME TO YOUR LIFE.
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MONDAY BUSINESS
THE AGENDA: RETIREMENT

Jan-Pieter Jansen, a 77-year-old
retiree from the Netherlands, had
high hopes for a worry-free retire-
ment after having saved diligently
into a pension during his working
life.

But Jansen, a former manager
in the metal industry, has been
forced to reappraise his plans after
receiving notice from his retire-
ment scheme, one of the Nether-
lands’ biggest industry-sector
funds, of plans to cut his pension by
up to 10%. Understandably, the
news has hit like a sledgehammer.

“This is causing me a lot of
stress,” says Jansen, who retired 17
years ago and hoped to use his pen-
sion pot to treat his grandchildren
and afford good hotels on holidays.
“The cuts to my pension will mean
thousands of euros less that I can
spend on the family and the holi-
days we like. I’m very angry that
this is happening after I saved for
so long.”

Jansen is not alone in experi-
encing pension pain. Tens of mil-
lions more pensioners and savers
around the world are facing the
same retirement insecurity, as
plunging interest rates since the fi-
nancial crisis wreak havoc on the
funding of schemes. As average life
expectancy increases, pensions
have become a defining political is-
sue in countries as diverse as Rus-
sia, Japan and Brazil.

General Electric, the industrial
conglomerate, recently announced
that it is joining a growing list of
companies that are ending guar-
anteed “final salary”-style pension
schemes, affecting about 20,000 of
its employees. In the U.K., tens of
thousands of university academics
are preparing to take strike action
over steep rises in their pension
contributions.

A common factor in this global
pension upheaval has been sup-
pressed bond yields.

Bonds have historically pro-
vided a simple match for the cash
flows needed to be paid out to the
members of retirement schemes.
But decades of declining bond
yields have made it far harder for
pension funds to buy an income for
their members, pushing them
more into equities and other riski-
er, untraded investments, such as
real estate and private equity.

Buoyant financial markets have
so far ensured robust investment
gains for pension plans on their ex-
isting holdings. Yet given their
long-term liabilities, the dimming
outlook for future gains is causing
anguish.

“Their house is on fire,” says Al-
ex Veroude, chief investment offi-
cer for the U.S. at Insight Invest-
ment, which manages money on
behalf of many pension funds. “And
rates can and probably will go
lower from here. Even if the house
is on fire, it’s still only the first floor.
We think it can hit the second and
third floor as well.”

This is not merely a danger to
individuals like Jansen who may
see their pensions cut — it could
also have a wider effect on the
economy. If people set aside more
money for retirement, it may ham-
per economic growth by reducing

consumption — the opposite of the
intention of central banks when
they cut rates. 

There may even be more sys-
temic consequences. Last month
the International Monetary Fund
warned in its annual report on
global financial stability that the
rush by pension funds into “illiq-
uid” assets will hamstring “the tra-
ditional role they play in stabilizing
markets during periods of stress,”
as they will have less money avail-
able to scoop up bargains.

The push into more unortho-
dox investment strategies is wor-
rying some in the industry, who
warn that it could exacerbate mar-
ket downturns. 

“We’re seeing some really un-
usual behavior, and we’ll see some
payback,” says Con Michalakis,
chief investment officer of State-
wide, an Australian pension plan.
“The trillion-dollar question is
when? I’ve been doing this for long
enough not to want to predict
when it will happen.”

When Christopher Ailman
studied for a degree in business
economics at the University of Cal-
ifornia in the late 1970s, Federal Re-
serve Chairman Paul Volcker was
ratcheting up interest rates, send-
ing bond yields spiraling higher.
Soon after he graduated in 1980 the
10-year Treasury yield hit a record
of nearly 16% — and the concept of
subzero yields seemed preposter-
ous. Today, the yield on the 10-year
Treasury note is about 1.8%.

“At school my textbooks said
that there was no such thing as
negative interest rates,” says Ail-
man, now chief investment officer
at CalSTRS, the $238-billion Cali-
fornia teachers’ pension plan. “But
here we are.”

In the wake of the financial cri-
sis, many central banks deployed
unconventional new tools to rein-
vigorate the global economy once
interest rates hit zero. At first this
primarily meant massive, multi-
trillion-dollar bond-buying pro-
grams, but in 2009 Sweden became
the first central bank to experi-

ment with negative interest rates.
It was later followed by Japan

and the rest of Europe, with the
desperate scramble for bonds
pushing yields lower. 

Growing concerns over the
health of the global economy, a
subdued inflation outlook and ex-
pectations of even easier monetary
policy have now pushed the pile of
negative-yielding debt to about $13
trillion.

Pension plans invest in a broad
array of asset classes, but with
many stock markets at or near
record highs, the prospect of gains
is dimming across the board. AQR
Capital Management estimates
that the classic 60-40 balanced eq-
uity-bond fund might return as lit-
tle as 2.9% on average a year after
inflation over the next decade,
compared with an average of 5%
since 1900.

“Higher prices are simply
pulling forward ever more future
return to the present,” says An-
drew Sheets, a strategist at Mor-
gan Stanley. “That’s great for to-
day’s asset owners, especially
those close to retirement. It is
much less good for anyone trying to
save, invest or manage well into the
future, who face an increasingly
barren return landscape.”

The tumble in bond yields is
particularly problematic for “de-
fined benefit” pension plans, which
promise members a specific pay-
out. They use high-grade bond
yields to calculate the value of their
future liabilities, and every small
move downward deepens their
funding challenges.

A 1-percentage-point fall in
long-term interest rates will in-
crease liabilities of a typical pen-
sion scheme by about 20%, but the
value of their assets would go up
only about 10%, estimates Bar-
oness Ros Altmann, a former U.K.
pensions minister. “Clearly, then,
scheme funding will deteriorate
and employers will need to in-
crease funding,” she adds.

Many U.K. pension schemes are
now using sophisticated “liability

driven investment” strategies,
hedging against the effect of lower
rates on their liabilities. This has
slowly started to catch on in Eu-
rope and the U.S. as well.

But those schemes that have
not taken steps to guard against in-
terest rate risk now face huge in-
creases in their deficits, and are
having to make difficult decisions
about how to bridge the funding
gap. 

Across the Western world, pen-
sion fund managers face similar
challenges. The industry outlook is
now as grim as it has ever been in
Peter Damgaard Jensen’s two-dec-
ade stint at the top of PKA, a Dan-
ish pension fund.

“In some countries, the pension
system cannot survive if things
don’t change,” he warns. “They ei-
ther have to pay in more or cut ben-
efits.”

In the Netherlands, the govern-
ment has come under pressure to
change retirement system rules so
schemes can effectively shrink
deficits, blown out by negative
bond yields. 

With European bond yields hit-
ting record lows in August, funding
ratios — a measure of how much
money a pension plan has com-
pared with its liabilities — have col-
lapsed to around 90%, according to
Anna Grebenchtchikova, a Dutch
pensions expert. 

“The 90% funding ratio means
that benefit cuts are likely unless
interest rates and/or equity mar-
kets rise substantially before the
end of the year,” she says. “Conse-
quently, many opposition parties
and organizations for the elderly
have called for a relaxation of the
rules.”

To counteract the fading out-
look for returns from mainstream
bonds and equity markets, many
pension plans are ratcheting up
their investments in “alternative”
or “private” assets, such as private
equity, real estate, venture capital,
infrastructure and untraded loans.

For long-term investors who
can accept the illiquidity in return

for the promise of higher returns,
this makes sense. A housing proj-
ect or toll road can produce a bond-
like, steady income stream. Yet
with almost every institutional in-
vestor exploring this avenue, it has
led to froth in “private markets.”

“There are some dangers,” says
Damgaard Jensen. “It can create
bubbles when people go into new
areas. They’re not the cheapest as-
set classes to go into. And there are
a lot of fees. Often the only people
that get rich are the fund man-
agers. And you have to make sure
you can hold on as it’s hard to sell.”

These private market invest-
ments involve allocating money to
private equity or real estate funds,
which will be “called” when their
managers want to make a big ac-
quisition. But this could reduce
how much money pension funds
have available. 

The IMF estimates that pen-
sion plans have doubled their allo-
cations to illiquid assets over the
last 10 years, and for about a fifth of
funds these capital commitments
amount to more than half their liq-
uid assets.

“Given higher liquidity risks,
pension funds will probably have to
set aside more of their liquid assets
to cover potential outflows during
and after periods of stress, espe-
cially if market funding becomes
more expensive,” the IMF said in
its Global Financial Stability Re-
port. “This would make it more dif-
ficult for them to buy assets traded
at distressed price levels, limiting
their ability to invest counter cycli-
cally and thus play a stabilizing
role during periods of market
stress.”

Faced with a continued sub-
dued outlook for investment re-
turns, fund managers face the un-
palatable prospect of inflicting fur-
ther pain by asking for bigger con-
tributions from pension members
and employers, imposing benefit
cuts or closing their schemes.

Altmann believes intervention
is needed to limit the effect of pen-
sion pain spreading to the wider
economy, as businesses divert cash
from investment into paying more
money to plug retirement scheme
deficits.

“Government and regulators
should be planning to help those
pension schemes and their spon-
sors who may never be able to af-
ford full annuity buyout, without
becoming insolvent,” she says. 

Without intervention, there are
also wider risks to society as more
workers could be shunted out of
company-backed guaranteed
schemes and into arrangements
where their pension is at the mercy
of the stock market.

“In 20 years, we may find our-
selves with a real global crisis
where we haven’t saved enough
money for retirement,” says Cal-
STRS’ Ailman. “Returns can fluc-
tuate, but longevity has been ex-
tended dramatically.… We just
have to explain to millennials that
their parents might have to move
back in with them.”

© The Financial Times Ltd. 2019.
All rights reserved. FT and
Financial Times are trademarks of
the Financial Times Ltd. Not to be
redistributed, copied or modified
in any way.

AS LIFE expectancy increases, pensions are becoming a defining political issue. Above, protesters oppose a government pension overhaul plan in Taiwan in 2016.
Ritchie B. Tongo European Pressphoto Agency

A pension crisis sweeps the world
Tens of millions face retirement insecurity after the financial crisis ruined interest rates

GENERAL ELECTRIC recently announced that it would end guaranteed “final salary”-style pen-
sion plans, affecting about 20,000 of its employees. Above, a worker at a GE plant in Britain.

Simon Dawson Bloomberg

By Josephine Cumbo

and Robin Wigglesworth
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side sugar pines, one alive,
one dead,” said UC Davis
forest biologist Patricia Ma-
loney.

But it’s not the dead trees
that interested Maloney. It’s
the survivors. 

She wanted to know how
they managed to stay heal-
thy and green despite expe-
riencing the same parched
conditions that killed their
neighbors. She thinks it has
to do with innate character-
istics that gave them a selec-
tive advantage over their
peers.

Maloney is now leading
an effort to plant thousands
of seedlings descended from
drought-surviving sugar
pines from around Lake
Tahoe, hoping they carry
genes that make them more
resilient to drought, waning
snowpack and other effects
of global warming.

It’s part of a growing rec-
ognition by scientists and
land managers that the
planet is warming so rapidly
they can no longer just re-
store ecosystems to their
previous state, but must
step in and accelerate how
plants and animals adapt.

Natural selection,
human assistance

Maloney calls her push to
replant Tahoe’s forests with
the progeny of local drought
survivors “assisted regen-
eration.” It’s a play off the
term “assisted migration,”
the idea that we should relo-
cate species that are unable
to adapt quickly enough to
climate change, such as
moving animals to higher
ground or colder waters. It’s
an approach Maloney op-
poses as fraught with risks
and unknown conse-
quences.

Instead, she sees hope in
the genetic variation in local
populations that allows
some trees to survive while
others succumb to drought
and other environmental
threats.

“I think what we’re wit-
nessing is contemporary na-
tural selection. Species have
been evolving for millions of
years, we’ve just hastened
the pace with climatic
change and drought,” Ma-
loney explained. “Let nature
and evolution in some way
run its course, but we can as-
sist in its regeneration.
There is promise in these
survivors. So let’s work with
what we have.”

Other scientists are also
working to assist species
threatened by the rapidly
warming climate.

To try to help dying reefs,
scientists at Stanford Uni-
versity are searching South
and Western Pacific islands
for “super corals” that are re-
sistant to warming oceans
and bleaching. Off the coast
of Southern California, re-
searchers are toiling to save
endangered white abalone
brought to the brink of ex-
tinction by overfishing,
predators and warmer wa-
ters. And in Canada, forestry
scientists are using the DNA
of lodgepole pines to guide
decisions about where to
plant tree populations that
are better suited to the new
climate.

“Natural selection is a
powerful force and we are all
trying to work to speed up
adaptation through natural
selection,” said Sally Aitken,
a professor of forest genetics
at the University of British
Columbia. “The raw materi-
al of natural selection is ge-
netic diversity. Increase di-
versity and you increase the
chances of survival. It’s a
way of hedging your bets.”

Aitken refers to this as
“assisted gene flow,” the idea
of boosting the population of
trees already adapted to the
changing climate, and says
it is broadly aligned with Ma-
loney’s approach.

“The challenges are quite
similar as well,” Aitken said.
“We’re seeing that our cli-
mates up and down the West
Coast are warming. We’ve
had exceptional droughts,
we’ve had exceptional insect
outbreaks and, in some
cases, introduced diseases
that are devastating species.
And sugar pine is suffering
from all of those.”

John Battles, a professor
of forest ecology at UC
Berkeley who is not involved
in Maloney’s reforestation
project, said her approach is
“really well founded, it’s im-
mediate and I don’t see any

downside.”
But it would be difficult

to expand to bigger land-
scapes and less-visited
forests, he said, that don’t
have the same cachet as
Tahoe.

From 100 survivors,
10,000 seedlings 

Maloney, a New Jersey
native, ventured to Califor-
nia for graduate school and
moved to Lake Tahoe after
meeting her husband, a pro-
fessional snowboarder. Now
in her fifties, she has lived
and worked in this basin for
two decades, trying to
understand how its forests
are changing with the envi-
ronment.

She began planning the
replanting project while Cal-
ifornia was still in the throes
of an exceptionally dry spell.

After the drought ended,
in 2017, she and her team se-
lected 100 of these surviving
sugar pines to be mothers to
a new generation. 

They studied, cored and
examined the rings of a por-
tion of those trees and
learned they all had at least
one thing in common: They
used water more efficiently
than their deceased neigh-

bors.
That ability can be

passed along to the next
generation, Maloney said.
But they probably have
other advantageous traits
that she wants to study, such
as when they time their
spring growth, how massive
their roots are and what
chemicals they send out
from their resin that might
attract or repel beetles.

Maloney’s husband, Tom
Burt, who also works as a
field assistant in her lab,
used a giant, pole-mounted
slingshot to shake loose the
heavy, football-sized pine
cones from high up in their
branches, collecting them in
burlap bags.

Taking seeds from those
cones, Maloney’s team
raised 10,000 of their off-
spring, first at a U.S. Forest
Service nursery in Plac-
erville, and later at a UC
Davis field station in Tahoe
City. About 4,000 of the seed-
lings are being planted start-
ing this fall, in time for the
rainy and snowy season
ahead, while others will wait
until early in the spring. An
additional 1,500 will be kept
for study, and the rest given
to homeowners along the
north shore of Tahoe to
plant.

By the time planting be-
gan in early November, the
sugar pine seedlings were
about a year and a half old
and less than a foot tall.
Their needles were bright
green, having been dosed up
with fertilizers in anticipa-
tion of the shock of being
transplanted into the grainy
mountain soil.

On one recent morning
near Kings Beach, UC Davis
scientists joined with two
crews of the California Con-
servation Corps to plant
hundreds of the seedlings,
scooping them from the bed
of a truck into planting bags
slung over their shoulders.

In groups they hiked to
individual planting spots,
each selected as having a de-
sirable microclimate, such
as protective shade from
surrounding trees or a rock,
slope or depression that col-
lects runoff near the young

trees’ roots. Each location
was tracked using GPS and
a tablet.

Small teams of helmet-
clad corps members moved
methodically from spot to
flag-marked spot, using
sledgehammers, rock bars
and hoes to pry and tamp
holes in the tough soil. They
tapped the popsicle-looking
seedlings out of the cone-like
pots holding their roots and
pressed them in. 

In each location, they
planted three seedlings from
the same mother, arranging
them in triangle configura-
tion about a foot or two
apart from one another,
then squirted them with a
burst of water from a back-
pack-mounted pump.

Stout sugar pine is
‘king of the conifers’

Sugar pines, named for
their sweet, syrupy resin, are
some of the biggest trees in
the world and can live for
hundreds of years and grow
more than 200 feet tall. They
were thriving more than 150
years ago when John Muir
called them the “king of the
conifers,” making up about
25% of the forest around
Lake Tahoe. Today, they’re
down to 5% or less, Maloney
said.

The 1859 discovery of the
Comstock Lode in Virginia
City, Nev., sparked a silver
rush and a logging boom,
with trees felled and ferried
by raft, water flume and rail
to supply lumber to the
mines. Loggers cut down so
many sugar pines, Ma-
loney’s research has found,
that in some locations their
genetic diversity suffers to
this day. 

Many have also been
killed by white pine blister
rust, a fungus introduced
from Europe a century ago. 

But in recent years, it’s
the sight of beetle-killed
trees left behind by the
drought that has raised new
alarm about the health of
the forest, said Amy Berry,
chief executive of the non-
profit Tahoe Fund, which
raised $36,000 for the proj-
ect. 

“The community has an
affinity for sugar pines, and a
curiosity for why these guys
are doing so well and the
other ones did not,” she said.
Combine that with the his-
tory of logging, and it wasn’t
difficult to convince people
that a new approach was
needed.

“With climate change,
you can’t go back to how it
was, because that’s not how
it’s going to be,” she said.

Planting for a
future climate

The implications of this
work stretch far beyond the
forest. Much of the water
that supplies California’s
cities, farms and rivers
comes from melting Sierra
Nevada snow, which is being
hit with more sunlight as
dead trees open up the for-
est canopy. Experts say that
could trigger even earlier
runoff, accelerating what is
already happening from cli-
mate change. As they decay,
the killed trees will also con-
tribute to global warming by
emitting carbon they once
absorbed.

The Sierra Nevada and
other western mountain
ranges are already feeling
the effects of the heat-trap-
ping gases humans spew
into the atmosphere. The re-
gion is experiencing higher
temperatures, more precipi-
tation falling as rain instead
of snow and earlier spring
runoff, trends that climate
scientists expect only to ac-
celerate in the decades to
come.

If greenhouse gas emis-
sions continue to rise un-
abated, temperatures in the
Sierra Nevada are projected
to heat up by 6 to 10 degrees
Fahrenheit on average by
the end of the century, ac-
cording to a state climate as-
sessment published last
year. The warming could be
limited to half that if global
emissions level off by mid-
century.

At Lake Tahoe, corps
members moved from one
planting site to the next on
an unusually warm Novem-
ber day, as Maloney circled
behind them in a down
jacket and canvas field vest.
She patted down the soil
around the baby trees and
spread duff and litter, old de-
cay and bark and pine nee-
dles from the forest floor, to
protect the soil underneath
from drying out.

Adding to their advan-
tages, about one-quarter of
the trees Maloney is plant-
ing carry a gene resistant to
white pine blister rust, a
much higher rate than oc-
curs naturally.

“Now they’re on their
own. Off to college,” Maloney
said. “We wave goodbye.”

Tree plantings don’t typi-
cally have high success
rates. On Lake Tahoe’s east-
ern side, where the soil is dry
and sandy, only about 16% of
transplanted trees survive.
But Maloney is hoping these
pines’ ancestry will make
them hardier than most.

“Fifty percent survival
would be amazing,” she said.
“Thirty percent, I’ll take.
That’s why we plant three —
with the hopes that maybe
one of them survives.”

VOLUNTEERS with the California Conservation Corps head into the thicket to begin planting thousands of sugar pine seedlings near Kings Beach this month.
Photographs by Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

Forest scientists bet on hardiest trees
[Trees, from A1]

ARTURO GARCIA of the Conservation Corps plants seedlings during the “assisted regeneration” effort.

VOLUNTEER Zach McHenry holds an armful of
seedlings. More will be planted in early spring.
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WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court says Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg has
been released from a Balti-
more hospital where she was
being treated for a possible
infection.

The 86-year-old Gins-
burg has returned to her
home in Washington and is
“doing well,” court spokes-
woman Kathy Arberg said
Sunday.

Ginsburg spent two
nights at Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore. She
was taken there Friday after
experiencing chills and
fever.

The court said she re-
ceived intravenous antibiot-
ics and fluids and that her
symptoms abated.

Ginsburg has had four

occurrences of cancer, in-
cluding two in the last year.
She had lung cancer surgery
in December and received
radiation treatment for a tu-
mor on her pancreas in Au-
gust.

She had a rare absence
from a public session of the
court in mid-November be-
cause of what the court said
was a stomach bug. 

She was back on the
bench the next time the jus-
tices met.

Her latest hospital stay
began Friday, after the jus-
tices met in private to dis-
cuss pending cases.

She was initially evaluat-
ed at Sibley Memorial Hos-
pital in Washington before
being transferred to Johns
Hopkins Hospital for fur-
ther evaluation and treat-
ment of any possible infec-
tion.

Ginsburg has been on the
court since 1993, appointed
by President Clinton. Only
Justice Clarence Thomas
has served longer among the
current members of the
court.

Ginsburg ‘doing well’ at
home after hospital stay
associated press

JUSTICE Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, 86, was treated
for chills and a fever.

Jeff Chiu Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Crim-
inal prosecution and convic-
tions of polluters have fallen
to quarter-century lows
under the Trump adminis-
tration’s Environmental
Protection Agency, deep-
ening three years of overall
enforcement declines, ac-
cording to Justice Depart-
ment statistics.

And while the adminis-
tration says it’s focusing on
quality over quantity in pol-
lution cases, using its en-
forcement resources to go
after the biggest and worst
offenders, an Associated
Press analysis found little
sign of that so far in court
cases closed in 2019.

The criminal pollution
cases initiated, and won 
this year, under the Trump
administration appear to 
be smaller one-offs, such as
an Alaska fishing captain
who let a reality TV show
crew film his cheering crew
as it dumped waste over-
board into an Alaskan strait
in 2017.

EPA spokeswoman Me-
lissa Sullivan said Thursday
it was “not unusual” for com-
plex criminal cases to take
years to move from initial in-
vestigations to filing of
charges. Sullivan said that
some statistics were up in
2019, such as a one-year rise
from 107 to 133 in total num-
ber of defendants charged in
criminal cases.

“We have devoted sub-
stantial resources to larger,
more complex investiga-
tions with more benefit to
the environment and public
health,” Justice Depart-
ment spokesman Wyn Horn-
buckle said in a statement.
“Such cases have resulted in
billions of dollars in criminal
penalties.”

But an environmental
watchdog group and a for-
mer regional EPA criminal
enforcement official said
three years of falling enforce-
ment numbers show the
Trump administration gut-
ting criminal investigations
and prosecutions at the
agency.

“These numbers in the
last three years, what they
show is the dismantling, in-
telligently, of this program,”
said Michael Hubbard, a for-
mer special agent in charge
for the EPA’s criminal inves-
tigation division in New Eng-
land.

It’s the Trump adminis-
tration “getting away with
increasing the risk to health
and the environment at the
benefit of corporate officials
who want to make more
money,” Hubbard said.

“By any recognized met-
ric, the odds of corporate
polluters facing criminal
consequences have reached
a modern low,” said Tim
Whitehouse, a former EPA
enforcement attorney and
executive director of the
Public Employees for Envi-
ronmental Responsibility
watchdog and advocacy
group. “Every year under
Trump has seen a further
enforcement decline.”

Syracuse University’s
Transactional Records Ac-
cess Clearinghouse com-
piled the records from Jus-
tice Department and EPA
cases for fiscal year 2019,
which ended in September.

The EPA sent 190 cases to
the Justice Department for
possible criminal prose-
cution, the figures show.
That’s up from 166 last year,
the second year of the
Trump administration, but
otherwise the lowest since
President George H.W.
Bush’s first term in 1990.

The Justice Department
filed 75 EPA prosecutions in
fiscal year 2019. That’s the
lowest number since 1994,
and down from a high of 198
in President Clinton’s sec-
ond term.

Justice Department in-
vestigators won 60 federal
convictions on pollution
cases referred by the EPA,
the fewest since 1995, accord-
ing to the Syracuse Uni-
versity figures.

Convictions and settle-
ments and sentences
against big corporate of-
fenders for fiscal year 2019
largely involved cases origi-
nated in the Obama admin-
istration but finished by the
Trump administration, as
with a $1.95-million penalty
against Hyundai Construc-
tion Equipment Americas
Inc. for importing diesel en-
gines that fell short of U.S.
clean-air requirements, the
EPA’s summary of 2019 con-
victions and resolutions

show. The EPA started that
investigation in 2015 after a
whistleblower tip.

The EPA said some other
enforcement categories
showed gains for the year.
That included 170 possible
criminal cases opened by the
EPA, up from 129 last year.

Criminal fines increased
from $28 million in 2018 to $45
million, the agency said.

Conservation groups
and former EPA officials, in-
cluding Hubbard, say
Trump administration cuts
in enforcement agents at the
EPA are one of the biggest
reasons for the criminal en-
forcement declines.

“It’s always resource-
driven,” Hubbard said.

Even if the EPA is opting
to focus its enforcement on
the biggest cases it can man-
age, for enforcement offi-
cials, “if I got nobody in the
store, I can’t sell any prod-
uct,” Hubbard said.

The EPA had 145 inves-
tigative agents on staff as of
February, down from 175 in
2012, Whitehouse, the PEER
chief, said.

Scott Pruitt, Trump’s
first EPA chief until scandals
forced him from office, fre-
quently pressed investiga-
tive agents into bodyguard
duty for his unusual 24-hour
protection detail.

Sullivan, the EPA
spokeswoman, said the
agency has 158 agents on
staff now, and is hiring more.

The Trump EPA says it is
putting more emphasis than
previous administrations on
working with polluters to
bring them into compliance
with public health and envi-
ronmental protections but
also prosecutes when neces-
sary.

The administration’s ar-
gument that it’s focusing 
on getting the really big of-
fenders is similar to that of
the Obama administration,
said Brett Hartl, govern-
ment affairs director for the
Center for Biological Diver-
sity. 

But even if big new crimi-
nal cases start popping up in
the future to prove environ-
mental investigators have
been busy under the Trump
administration, it might not
be the safest policy, Hartl
said.

If you’re a small to aver-
age “polluter, then you’ll go,
‘Oh, I’m just a small-time
polluter,’ ” Hartl said.
“What’s your incentive?
‘They won’t come after me.’ ”

MEMBERS of the Texas Campaign for the Environment deliver letters in support
of federal cleanup programs to the EPA’s regional office in Dallas in 2017.

LM Otero Associated Press

EPA prosecutions fall
to quarter-century lows
The decline alarms 
a watchdog group, but
Trump administration
says it’s focusing on
the worst polluters.
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P
olitics and sports

don’t mix well. Just ask
Colin Kaepernick. But
sometimes politics in-
trudes on athletic

competition in a way that can’t
be ignored. Thoroughbred rac-
ing, already grappling with a
terrible track record of horse
deaths, is enveloped in yet an-
other political and moral catas-
trophe that few in the business
acknowledge. 

For more than two decades,
horse racing has been influ-
enced heavily by the Arab dy-
nasties of the Persian Gulf, no-
tably Dubai, a city-state in the
United Arab Emirates.
Through their rich races in
March, including the $10-mil-
lion Dubai World Cup, and their
enormous investment in pur-
chasing horses in the United
States and Europe, the Emi-
ratis have a vivid presence in
the sport. This extraordinary
immersion is led by Sheik Mo-
hammed bin Rashid al Mak-

toum, the ruler of Dubai.
Now the Saudis are entering

this glittering arena with the
$20-million Saudi Cup in Febru-
ary. Top trainers such as Hall of
Famer Bob Baffert are
reportedly heading to Riyadh.
According to news reports, the
kingdom is not only putting up a
record purse, but it will also foot
the bill for getting the horses to
King Abdulaziz Racetrack in
Riyadh. The largesse is hard to
resist.

It should be resisted, howev-
er. Both the Emirates and Saudi
Arabia are repressive states
that have fomented and sup-
ported large-scale violence
against civilians in Yemen,
among other hot spots in the re-
gion. The Saudis have paid for
terrorist militias in Syria and 
jihadi-oriented schools all over
the world. The Saudi war
against Yemen, until recently
braced by the Emiratis(and still
aided by the U.S.), is considered
one of the world’s worst human-
itarian disasters, with tens of
thousands killed and millions
on the brink of starvation.

Internal repression is
equally disturbing. Saudi Ara-
bia is in effect a totalitarian
state. Its Shiite minority is mar-
ginalized and silenced. It im-
ports workers from Pakistan
(as does Dubai) who are treated

like indentured servants. Wom-
en’s rights are almost nonexist-
ent. According to the CIA, the
Saudi crown prince, Moham-
med bin Salman, ordered the
murder of a U.S.-based journal-
ist, Jamal Khashoggi, last year.

And yet, the kingdom has
gotten a nearly free pass in U.S.
political culture because of its
aggressive public relations ef-
forts. According to the Center
for Responsive Politics, in 2018
Saudi Arabia spent $34 million
lobbying in the United States
alone. After Khashoggi’s killing,
Riyadh stopped promoting the
crown prince as a dynamic,
young reformer and turned
sharply toward “soft power” ef-
forts — including what’s known
as sportswashing. 

The Saudi Cup is one of the
splashiest of those efforts, and
the American (and European)
horse racing industry implicitly
endorses the Saudis’ charm of-
fensive with their uncritical
participation in the race. One
can imagine the kingdom reha-
bilitating the prince on the
world stage as he awards the
trophy to the winning trainer
and owner of the Saudi Cup, to
wide applause and excellent
publicity. As Dubai’s World Cup
has shown, chumminess with
European and American elites,
built around a tony horse oper-

ation, goes some distance
toward elevating even a govern-
ment known for its dreadful hu-
man rights record.

At some point, the leading
lights of the racing industry will
have to take moral responsibil-
ity for lending legitimacy to
thuggish regimes like the Emir-
ates and Saudi Arabia. What
does Mohammed bin Salman
have to do to earn their oppro-
brium? Genocide, terrorism,
oppression and murder are al-
ready afoot, so apparently the
answer is that no crime will earn
the racing industry’s disfavor. If
it’s all about money, the Saudis’
oil economy can keep pumping
out plenty of that.

We don’t expect horse train-
ers, jockeys and owners to be
statesmen. We have a reason-
able expectation, however, that
they shouldn’t be collaborators,
either.

John Tirman is executive
director of the MIT Center for
International Studies.

Horse racing’s other moral jam 
Trainers and owners
shouldn’t compete in
Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates.

By John Tirman
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A
s the gig economy sweeps
through more industries, many
of us are benefiting from the ex-
traordinary convenience and
lower prices that companies

like Uber, Lyft, Door Dash and others pro-
vide. But what about the workers?

Are Uber and other sharing-economy
companies heroes for creating hundreds of
thousands of jobs that provide workers
with greater flexibility and control over
their lives? Or are they villains who are
undermining basic labor protections and
increasing the societal divide between the
haves and the have-nots?

The answer, of course, is both. As such, a
solution should reflect the reality that gig
economy workers lie somewhere between
full-fledged employees and independent
contractors.

Some countries, like Spain and Canada,
have already tackled this question. They
have established a category of worker called
“dependent contractor.” Under this con-
cept, when workers earn a certain portion
of their income from a single company —
75% in Spain and as high as 80% in Canada
— and meet certain other criteria, they are
provided intermediate protections and
benefits such as notice of termination, col-
lective bargaining and minimum rest peri-
ods that stop short of what employees are
entitled to. Companies aren’t required to
pay benefits for someone who works only

sporadically to supplement other income.
Unfortunately, California didn’t follow

that path.
Instead, the Legislature pushed

through Assembly Bill 5, a measure that
categorizes the vast majority of gig econo-
my workers as full-time and part-time em-
ployees entitled to all the protections and
benefits that such employees receive. Uber,
Lyft and Door Dash, perceiving an exist-
ential threat to their business, has respond-
ed by unveiling a $90-million campaign to
undo AB 5 with a statewide initiative in
2020.

The ballot initiative that Uber, Lyft and
Door Dash are proposing would offer driv-
ers guaranteed pay that is 120% of the min-
imum wage when they are driving, but they
would not be paid while waiting for fares. It
would also provide stipends to cover health
insurance, 30 cents a mile and accident in-
surance.

Is it a good deal for gig economy work-
ers? Many think it isn’t, and many workers
and organized labor will fight hard to pre-
serve AB 5 and defeat the ballot initiative.
This lays the groundwork for a political bat-
tle royale that will pit labor against busi-
ness in the next statewide election with
high stakes for both sides.

Instead, labor and the companies would
be smart to negotiate a settlement. First, la-
bor and the workers can probably negotiate
better wages and terms in return for spar-
ing the companies a bruising political cam-
paign that will probably do substantial

damage to their brands.
Second, it’s important to remember that

Uber and many other gig economy compa-
nies are not profitable. Uber is currently los-
ing over $1 billion a quarter and is likely to
have an extremely difficult time raising fu-
ture rounds of capital. This is especially
true if it is forced to pay higher wages and
benefits — and profitability is no longer in
sight. If Uber or any of these companies
goes out of business, everyone loses. A ne-
gotiated compromise could obtain higher
wages for workers without putting compa-
nies on the hook for full benefits for all.

California leads the global innovation
economy, and we need to find ways to make
this innovation work for everyone. Labor
and our elected officials are right to stand
up for working people and to make sure that
all workers get basic protections. The chal-
lenge is finding a smart way to do that with
companies that are hemorrhaging cash.

The gig economy is still new and its im-
pacts have not yet been quantified or even
fully understood. As it wrestles with this
new industry, California would do well to
consider innovative approaches — like a de-
pendent contractor classification — al-
ready used in other countries. The sooner
there’s a resolution to this fight, the sooner
we can get back to dealing with other big
policy issues. 

Steve Westly is a former California state
controller and managing director of the
Westly Group, a venture capital firm.

IN COUNTRIES LIKE Canada, a labor category called “dependent contractor” provides protections and benefits for
workers who are somewhere between full-fledged employees and independent contractors.

Rich Pedroncelli Associated Press

A third way for Uber drivers 
By Steve Westly
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B
uilding housing for homeless
people in the city of Los Angeles is
an infuriatingly slow process. Even
the so-called bridge shelters that
are supposed to be an interim solu-

tion while we wait for new permanent hous-
ing have been taking a year or two to go up.

Meanwhile, tent encampments continue
to multiply on sidewalks, in parks, under
freeway overpasses — and frustration over
their presence grows. Elected officials, advo-
cates for the homeless and service providers
must think outside the tent, so to speak, to
come up with places for homeless people to
live that won’t leave them vulnerable to the
weather, crime and the many indignities of
life on the street. 

Here are some ideas. They are not long-
term solutions to the problem of homeless-
ness, and they’re by no means ideal. But nei-
ther is the situation we have on the streets to-
day. 

The city could expand “safe parking” lots
for people who live in their cars. This is being
done throughout Los Angeles with some
success. Let’s do more. City officials need to
find more vacant lots or convince more
churches, temples and owners of commer-
cial properties with parking lots that are
empty at night to open them to people living
in their cars. With block-by-block restric-
tions against overnight parking proliferating
and shelter space remaining scarce, do we
really want people climbing out of their vehi-
cles and sleeping on sidewalks at night just
to avoid getting a ticket they can’t afford?

Tiny houses, which are wooden struc-
tures the size of garden sheds, have become a
clever alternative for homeless people who
otherwise would have to sleep on a street.
They are, generally, rudimentary and usually
lack plumbing and heating. They’ve run into
trouble, understandably, when people have
tried to park them on sidewalks or at curbs
here in L.A. But it might make sense to set up
one or more enclaves of city-supplied tiny
houses — the way Portland, Ore., has done
on city-owned property — somewhere as an
experiment and figure out how to provide
water, sewer and power services. 

Here’s another idea that is neither ter-
ribly appealing nor a long-term solution, but
which should not be ruled out without con-
sideration. On a vacant lot or other public
space, the city could set up emergency-re-
sponse-style shared dwellings — larger than
tiny houses but less permanent in nature —
that offer privacy, security, restrooms, trash
collection and outreach services. The pres-
ence of security would mean less risk of
street crime, and people wouldn’t have to
worry about the arrival of police officers and
sanitation workers telling them to move
along. L.A. City Councilman Paul Koretz in-
troduced a motion to study the Outdoor
Emergency Shelter that the city of Modesto
has set up with an array of individual tents in
one location. Koretz asked the chief adminis-
trative officer to look into the feasibility of
doing some version of that on at least one lo-
cation in every council district.

Again, as with any new approach to the
crisis, the point isn’t to concentrate hun-
dreds of homeless people in remote areas
where they’ll be out of sight, out of mind. It’s
to provide safer, healthier alternatives to
street encampments that are within easy
reach of transportation and social services,
and that can be brought to fruition quickly.
Admission — it should go without saying —
should be totally voluntary. These are not re-
location camps. 

To be honest, this sort of clustering al-
ready exists in a less formal, less regulated
sense. In parts of the city where tent en-
campments are, in fact, tightly knit groups,
there are service providers who are already
working with and treating them as commu-
nities. Service providers are getting them
things they need right now — trash recepta-
cles, brooms, portable toilets — to make the
encampment a healthier place to live while
people wait for housing.

None of these are solutions to the prob-
lem of homelessness. They are at best short-
term measures to try to address the chaotic,
tragic and dangerous situation we have on
the streets today. We don’t want people living
in improvised dormitories or garden sheds
permanently. But to ignore the fact that
they’re already living in tents and that there
is scarce housing and shelter doesn’t help
anyone. 

In any case, what we don’t want is to make
homeless people invisible, lulling city resi-
dents and elected officials into thinking a
grove of tiny houses or a lot of parked cars
has solved homelessness. Only housing,
treatment, service and jobs will solve this
problem in the longer run. 

L.A. needs
new ideas on
homelessness

Long-term housing and shelters 
are taking time to build. The city
must find places for people to live
other than a sidewalk — and now.
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Criminal justice
reform measures
take hold slowly

Two major laws have
gained little traction
among prosecutors and
judges in six major
counties. B2

6 people shot at
warehouse party
A shooter opens fire at
a downtown event with
200 people as an
argument escalates,
authorities say. B3

Lottery ......................... B2

SLAIN TEEN HONORED

Kent Nishimura Los Angeles Times

Bryan Muehlberger hugs friends at a ceremony
for his daughter Gracie Anne, 15, who was fa-
tally shot Nov. 14 at Saugus High School. B3

Orange County Sheriff

Don Barnes said he will ap-

peal a judge’s recent ruling

ordering his department to

stop its blanket policy of

shackling inmates at the

waist inside county court-

houses, publicly attacking

the move as a “significant ju-

dicial overreach.” 

Last week, in response 

to several requests from 

defense attorneys, O.C. 

Superior Court Judge Kath-

leen Roberts issued a ruling

saying the Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment’s policy of shackling in-

mates, often for hours, 

as they await court appear-

ances “demeans the dignity

of the court process.”

“It is impermissible,” the

judge wrote, “to allow a pol-

icy of blanket shackling of in-

mates in holding cells.”

Roberts’ ruling, however,

isn’t an absolute ban on the

practice. Sheriff ’s officials

can still use waist restraints

while transporting inmates

from jail to the courthouse,

Roberts wrote, and can

make case-by-case requests

to judges for certain inmates

to be restrained even in the

courthouse.

In her written ruling bar-

ring the blanket practice of

shackling all inmates, Rob-

erts highlighted the case of

an inmate who had submit-

ted a court declaration say-

ing that after she was put in

shackles, she’d had a “mild

panic attack” and struggled

to breathe.

“I began to panic because

the waist chain was tight,”

the inmate wrote, according

to a portion of the declara-

tion included in the judge’s

ruling. 

The inmate said that her

handcuffs were attached to

the chain around her waist,

limiting her movement, and

that she’d been menstruat-

ing and had held in her urine

for several hours out of con-

cern that she wouldn’t be

able to use the bathroom

without help, the declara-

tion reads.

“I was both uncomfort-

able and self-conscious,” the

inmate wrote. “It was de-

grading.”

O.C. sheriff
attacks ruling
on shackling
of inmates
He insists that binding
all detainees at the
waist in courthouses is
necessary for safety.

By Marisa Gerber

[See Sheriff, B4]
Los Angeles City Con-

troller Ron Galperin has re-

leased an audit that urges

the Department of Water

and Power to speed up re-

pairs of utility equipment to

reduce the risk of sparking

wildfires.

The report, released last

week, listed 50 transformers

in fire hazard zones that the

DWP had identified for re-

placement as of August. 

The report also identified

2,230 utility poles that the

DWP had selected for re-

placement in such zones.

But on Wednesday, the util-

ity said the correct number

was 30.

Galperin questioned that

assertion during a news con-

ference at City Hall. He said

that his office worked with

the DWP for six months on

the audit and that the utility

changed the number shortly

before the report’s release.

“They repeatedly gave us

information — information

that was consistent and in-

formation that they said was

accurate. Then, at the 12th

hour, they come up with a

very different number,”

Galperin told reporters.

DWP spokesman Joe Ra-

mallo said a data error led to

the change. He also said the

backlogs cited in the city’s

audit are for “pending” work

to replace aging transform-

ers and utility poles, not for 

A HELICOPTER drops water on a fire burning near power lines above Sylmar in 2016. Utility equipment
has been blamed in several wildfires in recent years as California’s fire season grows longer and deadlier.

Al Seib Los Angeles Times

Aging DWP equipment
is fire risk, official warns
L.A. controller’s audit urges quick repairs, but utility disputes report

By Dakota Smith

THE GETTY fire is believed to have ignited when a branch hit a DWP line.
Mel Melcon Los Angeles Times

VENTURA COUNTY fire investigators arrive on
the scene of last month’s Easy fire in Simi Valley.

Al Seib Los Angeles Times

The DWP is
expected to face
an average of 
$42 million in
annual losses over
the next 100 years
because of the
threat of fires,
according to the
report.

[See DWP, B4]

Politicians

sometimes get

too cute and

make fools of

themselves.

Sacramento

Democrats got

too cute with

President

Trump over his taxes and

were loudly booed last week

by the California Supreme

Court.

Thank you, justices.

They deserved it.

Democratic legislators

passed and Gov. Gavin

Newsom signed a “gotcha”

bill in August intended to

force Trump — and any

presidential candidate — to

publicly release his income

tax returns. A candidate

who refused would be

barred from the California

presidential primary ballot.

Not so fast, said the

state’s highest court. It

ruled unanimously that the

law violated California’s

Constitution.

The Legislature didn’t

even consider the state

Constitution, the court

noted. A 1972 constitutional

amendment approved by

voters clearly made the

primary ballot accessible to

all “recognized” presidential

candidates.

The Democrats’ law also

violated the U.S. Constitu-

tion, a federal judge ruled

earlier. For one thing, it

conflicted with the qualifi-

cations clause in Article 2,

which states that a presi-

dent simply must be a natu-

ral born citizen who has

lived in the country 14 years

and be at least 35. Nothing

about releasing tax returns.

California Secretary of

State Alex Padilla, a Demo-

crat, filed an appeal, but

dropped it after the state

court ruled against the law.

This is not about 

CAPITOL JOURNAL

Democrats’ swipe
at Trump misfires 
GEORGE SKELTON
in sacramento

[See Skelton, B5]

In a Chinese meal,

typically one of the

first decisions you

make is about the

starch.

There are buns,

pancakes, rice, noo-

dles, dumplings,

doughnuts, breads,

buns and baozi, but

often it boils down to a choice be-

tween rice or flour.

We eat both rice and flour in my

family, but we’ve always had a

predilection for flour. Making baozi

is our main tradition during Christ-

mas and Thanksgiving.

It’s pretty easy to start. We add

water to flour to make dough, then

add yeast to help it rise. After a few

hours, we take the dough out, douse

it in flour and roll it into a thin log.

Then my father passes the log

through his hand, using his encir-

cled thumb and forefinger like a

cigar cutter to pinch the dough into

tiny buns. I roll the buns into the 

Pass the turkey and the baozi
The real reason my family makes steamed dumplings at Thanksgiving

FRANK SHYONG

FOLDED within baozi is a family’s story of humble roots. The holidays are
a chance to reexamine our narratives of our families and our childhoods. [See Shyong, B5]
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For Saturday, Nov. 23, 2019

SuperLotto Plus
Mega number is Bold

9-15-27-41-43—Mega 17

Jackpot: $9 million

Winners per category:

No. of
winners

Amount
of prize(s)

5 + Mega 0 —

5 2 $15,685

4 + Mega 5 $3,137

4 264 $99

3 + Mega 448 $52

3 11,100 $10

2 + Mega 5,531 $11

1 + Mega 27,788 $2

Mega only 42,262 $1

Powerball
Powerball number is bold

28-35-38-61-66—Powerball 23

Jackpot: $90 million

California winners per category:

No. of
winners

Amount
of prize(s)

5 +  P-ball 0 —

5 0 —

4 +  P-ball 1 $26,213

4 30 $436

3 +  P-ball 79 $172

3 1,768 $8

2 +  P-ball 1,440 $10

1 +  P-ball 12,172 $5

P-ball only 31,250 $4

Winning jackpot ticket(s) sold in other
states: None

For Sunday, Nov. 24, 2019

Fantasy Five: 5-6-20-26-38

Daily Four: 3-6-4-8

Daily Three (midday): 6-0-7

Daily Three (evening): 1-0-3

Daily Derby:

(2) Lucky Star
(9) Winning Spirit
(1) Gold Rush
Race time: 1:40.14

Results on the internet:

www.latimes.com/lottery

General information:

(800) 568-8379

(Results not available at this number)

Lottery results

For more than half a dec-

ade the state Legislature

has churned out scores of

bills and new initiatives

aimed at disassembling a

vast criminal justice system

built over nearly 40 years on

tough-on-crime laws that in-

creased punishments and

swelled state prison popula-

tions.

The blizzard of new laws

has put the state at the lead-

ing edge of the national

criminal justice reform

movement that aims at re-

versing mass incarceration

policies by reducing prison

sentences, opting for reha-

bilitation over punishment

and mandating new ap-

proaches to policing and

prosecution.

Yet since the start of the

reforms in 2011, when the

Legislature passed a law

known as public safety re-

alignment that reconfigured

the state penal system and

kept more nonviolent of-

fenders in local jails instead

of state prisons, prosecutors

and law enforcement groups

have opposed many of the

changes.

That opposition is re-

flected in how two major

criminal justice reform laws

are playing out in court-

rooms far from the legisla-

tive hallways of Sacramento.

Data gathered by the San

Diego Union-Tribune show

that prosecutors in six ma-

jor counties — which collec-

tively account for two of ev-

ery three inmates sent to

state prisons — more often

oppose bids by offenders

seeking reduced sentences

for accomplice-murder con-

victions or pretrial diversion

to mental health treatment

instead of prosecution.

The data show that two

ambitious and controversial

criminal justice reform laws

passed by the Legislature —

Senate Bill 1437 and Assem-

bly Bill 1810 — are slow to gain

much traction in those

courthouses. But opposi-

tion by prosecutors is not

the only reason that’s hap-

pening. 

The felony murder law,

SB 1437, has been challenged

on constitutional grounds in

appellate courts, for exam-

ple. Every case is different

and has to be reviewed on its

own. Also, the final call on

whether a defendant wins is

made by judges.

Still, criminal justice re-

form advocates, some of

whom worked to pass the

laws and are continuing to

push for more reforms, say

they are not surprised.

“This is in many ways the

crux of the challenge when it

comes to criminal justice re-

form,” said Lenore Ander-

son, president and founder

of Californians for Safety

and Justice. “Much of the re-

form is enacted through pol-

icy changes in state laws.

But, that change in state

laws is only as impactful as it

is implemented, on the

ground.”

The Union-Tribune

asked district attorneys in

the counties of San Diego,

San Bernardino, Los Ange-

les, Orange, Sacramento

and Riverside for informa-

tion on the number of cases

of people seeking resentenc-

ings under SB 1437, which

made changes to the felony-

murder law, and Assembly

Bill 1810, which allowed for

pretrial mental health diver-

sion.

The six counties account

for 65% of all inmates impris-

oned between 2016 and 2018,

according to statistics com-

piled by the California De-

partment of Corrections

and Rehabilitation. They

are also among the state’s 10

most populated counties.

Those two laws were se-

lected among the dozens of

laws and voter-approved ini-

tiatives because they were

controversial when passed

and addressed long-stand-

ing critiques by reform advo-

cates that the system is

overly punitive and does not

address the mental health

needs of defendants.

Unlike more sweeping re-

form measures such as pub-

lic safety realignment, both

laws allow prosecutors to

weigh in to support or op-

pose the defendant’s re-

quest for the benefits under

the new laws. They also pro-

vide a rough gauge on how

the reforms are playing out

in county courthouses.

California’s new felony

murder law, SB 1437,

changed previous state law

so that someone who was an

accomplice to a murder —

but not the killer — could not

be sentenced to 25 years to

life in prison. The new law is

retroactive, meaning several

hundreds of inmates who

were not actual killers and

are serving life sentences

could be eligible for a re-

duced sentence.

Inmates have to file a pe-

tition with local courts, and

if they are eligible they must

get a review and a hearing in

front of a judge.

The state’s mental health

diversion law, or AB 1810, al-

lows people charged with

crimes other than murder,

sex offenses and child abuse

to ask for diversion to a men-

tal health treatment plan

before the case goes to trial,

as long as they can convince

a judge that their mental ill-

ness was a motivating factor

in committing the crime.

The diversion suspends ac-

tion in the case and can last

up to two years. If the de-

fendant successfully com-

pletes treatment, the

charges are dismissed and

the records sealed.

Ajudge has to approve di-

version, and it can be can-

celed at any time if the per-

son does not comply with

treatment.

Prosecutors have re-

sisted the felony murder law

the most, data collected by

the newspaper show. Al-

most since the law’s incep-

tion on Jan. 1, district attor-

ney’s offices across the state

have challenged it as uncon-

stitutional. They contend

the law is an unauthorized

amendment to two previ-

ously voter-approved initia-

tives, Propositions 7 and 115,

and that state law prohibits

the Legislature from

amending voter-approved

laws.

Rulings from trial judges

in various counties have

been split on the question of

constitutionality.

On Tuesday the 4th Dis-

trict Court of Appeal in San

Diego ruled that the law is

constitutional, rejecting

challenges from prosecutors

in three cases from San Di-

ego and Riverside counties.

They are the first appellate

rulings in the state to make a

determination, though the

legal tussle may not be over

— prosecutors may still ask

the state Supreme Court to

review the decision.

In San Diego County, the

district attorney’s office said

it had received 198 petitions

seeking sentence reductions

under the law. It opposed 60,

all from defendants the of-

fice concluded were not eli-

gible for a new sentence

under the parameters of the

new law. 

Since the appeal was filed

in May, all cases are on hold

in San Diego County Superi-

or Court until the legal is-

sues are settled.

Opposition is nearly uni-

versal in other counties. In

Riverside, 276 resentencing

petitions were filed since the

new law was passed, and the

district attorney opposed

every one. Similarly in San

Bernardino, 255 petitions for

reduced sentences have

been filed, and all were op-

posed. Sacramento prose-

cutors opposed 150 of 330 to-

tal petitions.

Los Angeles County, the

state’s largest, received 1,647

petitions under the new fel-

ony murder law. A spokes-

man for Dist. Atty. Jackie

Lacey said the office could

not provide an “accurate

count” of how many it op-

posed. Judges there have

granted 10 petitions, the

spokesman said.

That is more than any of

the other counties, where

the data from prosecutors

showed judges had not

granted a single resentenc-

ing yet. (A spokeswoman for

the Orange County district

attorney said the office does

not track these requests.)

The legal battle has large-

ly halted action on demands

from inmates for resentenc-

ing hearings in county

courts. It has also given dis-

trict attorneys a reason to

oppose those bids.

“There are significant

concerns whether the statu-

te itself is constitutional or

validly enacted,” Shelly

Orio, a spokeswoman for the

Sacramento district attor-

ney’s office said in an email.

“Based on those concerns,

our office has filed a consti-

tutional challenge to the

statute.”

Michele Hanisee, the

leader of the Assn. of Deputy

District Attorneys in Los

Angeles and an outspoken

critic of the law, said the

numbers can be misleading

because many inmates who

are not eligible are applying

are clogging up the system.

Cases can also be years

old, requiring a hunt for re-

cords, transcripts and other

documents, which takes

time.

Still she said prosecutors

disagree with the law.

“Our office is opposing

them and prosecutors

around the state are oppos-

ing them,” she said. “Felony

murder did not go away. If

someone is eligible that does

not mean their conviction is

going to be vacated. Prose-

cutors don’t want people

rightly convicted of murder

getting released.”

When AB 1810 was passed

in July 2018, supporters said

the law addressed a surge in

recent years of people who

had been declared incompe-

tent to stand trial being sent

to the state mental health

hospital, straining its re-

sources. 

Instead it offered defend-

ants a chance to get treated

locally under court supervi-

sion, but without having to

go through a criminal pro-

ceeding.

Prosecutors and judges

objected to the mental

health law immediately,

complaining it went through

no hearing and was buried

deep in a large bill covering

myriad subjects. 

The law was soon

amended so people charged

with serious crimes such as

murder and sexual abuse

were not eligible, a move

that addressed one of the

objections from law enforce-

ment.

Data show that prose-

cutors are opposing defend-

ants seeking to be moved

into treatment under the di-

version law less frequently

than they are opposing

those seeking resentencing

under the felony murder law.

In San Diego, prose-

cutors have opposed 26 of 94

requests for diversion.

Judges have granted 30. In

Los Angeles, 342 requests

for diversion have been filed,

with prosecutors opposing

147, and judges granting 145.

In Sacramento, prosecutors

opposed 89 of 140 diversion

requests, judges granted 57.

And in Orange County pros-

ecutors opposed 21 of 118 re-

quests, with judges granting

35 total.

San Bernardino and Riv-

erside could not say how

many diversion requests

had been filed by defendants

or how many they opposed.

Mental health advocates

who supported the law said

it is still a work in progress

and were hesitant to draw

broad conclusions about

how it is playing out in court.

The law is potentially far

broader than existing diver-

sion programs that often re-

quire someone to enter a

plea before getting help, said

Anne Hadreas, a staff lawyer

for Disability Rights Califor-

nia.

“There was diversion be-

fore but for a smaller group,”

she said. “Now I think there

is some fear that they want

to make sure we are doing

this in a way that is safe and

appropriate.”

While the legal conflicts

continue, state prosecutors

are gearing up for an election

battle in 2020. 

A measure that would re-

verse some reforms adopted

by voters in Proposition 57

will be on the ballot. It would

expand the list of violent

crimes that would make in-

mates ineligible for early

parole, require DNA collec-

tion for some drug and theft

offenses, and tighten parole

reviews.

Hanisee said the mea-

sure would correct “unin-

tended consequences” of the

propositions, but opponents

see it as an effort to roll back

nearly a decade of reform of

the state’s justice system.

Moran writes for the San

Diego Union-Tribune.

Justice reform is failing to gain traction
Two major laws face
resistance by D.A.s in
six counties across the
state, data show.

AN INMATE in L.A. County’s men’s jail in 2014. Two criminal justice reform bills — a felony murder law and
pretrial mental health diversion — are not being implemented quickly in the state’s largest counties.

Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

By Greg Moran
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Fifteen-year-old Gracie
Anne Muehlberger and her
father, Bryan, used to dance
in their kitchen to Steven
Curtis Chapman’s song
“Cinderella,” about a father
dancing with his daughter
one last time before the
clock strikes midnight and
she leaves him for her prince.

The two would slide
around in their socks,
Muehlberger twirling his lit-
tle girl to the song they had
already picked out for her fu-
ture wedding. The lyrics
more poignant than they
knew.

So I will dance with Cin-
derella/ While she is here in

my arms/ ’Cause I know

something the prince never

knew/ Oh, I will dance with

Cinderella/ I don’t wanna
miss even one song/ ’Cause

all too soon the clock will

strike midnight/ And she’ll
be gone

“We never knew the mid-
night would be 7:38 a.m.,
Nov. 14,” Muehlberger said
during a celebration of his
daughter’s life Saturday
afternoon at Real Life
Church in Valencia that
drew hundreds of friends
and relatives. 

Gracie, 15, was one of two
students killed that day at
Saugus High School in
Santa Clarita.

She was fatally wounded
when a classmate armed
with a .45-caliber handgun
opened fire in the school’s

quad area, authorities said.
Another student, Dominic
Blackwell, 14, was also killed
and three others wounded.
The gunman, Nathaniel
Berhow, 16, then turned the
weapon on himself, author-
ities said. He died from his
injury a day later.

A private service was
scheduled for Dominic on
Sunday in Santa Clarita.

A motive for the shooting
has not been determined.
Gracie was part of a high
school ministry at Real Life,
a nondenominational Chris-
tian church. Lead pastor
Rusty George led the audi-
ence in a prayer, thanking
God for Gracie’s joy and her
effect on the people she
knew. He said that Gracie is
in a better place.

Mourners listened to
“Cinderella” and “Amazing
Grace” and watched videos
of Gracie dancing and sing-
ing. They shared their mem-
ories of her, describing her as

funny, free-spirited, viva-
cious, independent and “un-
apologetically herself.” She
loved Starbucks and
laughing and rap music and
Vans shoes.

Addison Koegle, 14, who
was wounded in the shoot-
ing, told the audience that
she’s never been in more
pain, physically or emotion-
ally. She remembered the
brownies she and Gracie
would bake together and the
performances they’d put on
for their parents.

“We talked about grow-
ing old together and living in
a house with a bunch of
dogs,” she said. 

Bryan Muehlberger re-
called how Gracie could eat
an entire jar of cherries from
Trader Joe’s in one sitting
and how she was the worst
deejay, always changing the
song every 30 seconds. He re-
membered their “date”
nights, when they’d both get
dressed up and he’d open
the door for her and let her
order first, little ways to
show her “how a man should
treat her.”

He shared an excerpt
from her journal and asked
that everyone in the audi-
ence remember her words:
“You only have one life to
live, so why not live it great,
real and fill it with memories
and experiences.”

“We are forever Gracie
strong,” he said. 

GRACIE ANNE MUEHLBERGER loved Starbucks and laughing and rap music and Vans shoes, friends and family said. She died Nov. 14.

Kent Nishimura Los Angeles Times

A poignant goodbye for slain teen
Hundreds celebrate the life of a Saugus High student who was ‘unapologetically herself’ 

By Andrea Castillo ‘You only have
one life to live, so
why not live it
great, real and fill
it with memories
and experiences.’ 

— Gracie Anne

Muehlberger,

a victim of the Saugus High

School shooting, in her journal

At least six people were
shot at a party in a ware-
house district in downtown
Los Angeles early Sunday,
police said.

The shooting occurred
about 1:15 a.m. at an outdoor
party attended by about 200
people in the 1100 block of
11th Street, police said. 

“There was an argument
that happened at a party, a
fight ensued, and the sus-
pect produced a handgun,”
Los Angeles Police Officer
Mike Lopez said. 

Six people were shot,
three men and three women,
he said. All six victims were
taken to a local hospital for
treatment, one of them in
critical condition, Lopez
said.

The gunman remains at
large, he said.

James Mahomes, 58, said
he was lying under a tarp
nearby when he heard gun-
shots. Mahomes said he
heard three or four popping
sounds followed by the
screeching of tires and 
people screaming, “Go! Go!
Go!”

“They were saying, ‘Open
the gate! Open the door!’ ”
he said.

The shooting occurred in
a parking lot near a building
labeled DJ Lights and
Sound in a heavily industrial
street lined with warehouses
and car stereo businesses.
Video recorded by KNBC-
TV Channel 4 showed a cha-
otic scene with dozens of
partygoers standing around
as paramedics and police re-
sponded. 

Investigators remained
at the scene early Sunday
gathering evidence and were
seeking video from busi-
nesses on 11th Street. 

They have asked for any-
one with information about
the shooting to contact Op-
erations Central Bureau 
detectives at (323) 846-6556.

The 11th Street shooting
wasn’t the only major out-
break of violence in down-
town over the weekend. 

Shortly after midnight
Saturday, four men were
shot in the 800 block of
South Spring Street at a
party that was attended by
“numerous people,” Lopez
said.

All four victims were tak-
en to hospitals and were
listed in stable condition, he
said.

Gunfire
at L.A.
party
hurts 6
Suspect in warehouse
district shooting, one
of two over weekend,
is at large, police say. 

By David Zahniser

SAN DIEGO — The 
only child to survive a San
Diego murder-suicide that
claimed the lives of his par-
ents and his three brothers
has died, according to a fam-
ily member.

Nine-year-old Ezekiel
Valdivia had been hospital-
ized and was on life support
at Rady Children’s Hospital
in San Diego since the Nov.
16 shooting. He was pro-
nounced dead Saturday at
11:23 p.m., said Karl Albright,
the boy’s uncle.

Police say 31-year-old 
Jose Valdivia shot his es-
tranged wife, Sabrina Rosa-
rio, 29, and their sons — Zeth
Valdivia, 11; Zuriel Valdivia,
5; Enzi Valdivia, 3; and Ezek-
iel — before turning the gun
on himself. Only Ezekiel had
survived the attack at the
family’s home in the south-
eastern San Diego commu-
nity of Paradise Hills.

Hundreds of mourners
gathered for a candlelight
vigil for the family Friday
night and implored commu-
nity members to speak out
against domestic violence.

At the gathering at Para-
dise Hills United Church of
Christ, family members
called Sabrina Rosario a

“wonderful, charismatic,
bright shining star” and a
caring mother, and a teacher
remembered the Valdivia
boys for their bright smiles.
The three oldest boys at-
tended Paradise Hills Ele-
mentary School.

“Big smiles on their face
in the morning at my run-
ning program.They were the
first ones out there,” Craig
Volimas, a physical educa-
tion teacher, told the crowd.
“They were a light for me ev-
ery single day.”

Albright, who is married
to Rosario’s sister, said the
couple’s difficulties began
about a year ago, after Val-
divia cheated on his wife for
the second time. Albright
said Rosario and Valdivia
had been married more than
a decade, and Rosario
worked to shield the chil-
dren from their struggles.

The couple separated in
December, and Rosario filed
for divorce in June. She had
sought and obtained a re-

straining order against her
husband the day before the
killings, according to police
and court records.

Rosario said Valdivia had
refused to leave her alone af-
ter she filed for divorce and
had become obsessed with
the idea that she was with
someone new.

Rosario said Valdivia
called her repeatedly and
showed up at her house un-
announced. She endured
months of harassing text
messages, including one
that included a photo of a
handgun with beer cans and
a bottle of alcohol in the
background, according to
court documents.

In court documents, she
talked of being frightened:
“This threat really scared
me and I can no longer han-
dle his abuse and harass-
ment,” she said.

The morning of the
shooting, police received a
911 call and could hear an ar-
gument in the background.

A second 911 call came soon
after, made by a relative who
lives next door, who re-
ported hearing what
sounded like a nail gun being
fired.

When police arrived, offi-
cers spotted a bleeding child
in the house and broke a
front window to get inside.
The parents and their
youngest child died at the
scene; the other boys were
taken to a hospital.

Those close to Valdivia
had told reporters they were
shocked to learn about the
threatening messages he’d
sent his estranged wife and
didn’t know him to carry a
gun.

The family created a 
GoFundMe account in the
aftermath of the shooting to
raise money for medical ex-
penses and funeral costs; as
of Sunday night, donors had
pledged more than $55,000.

Kucher writes for the San
Diego Union-Tribune.

4th boy
dies in
murder-
suicide

FROM LEFT, Zuriel, Enzi, Zeth and Ezekiel Valdivia. Ezekiel died Saturday after
a week on life support. His mother had a restraining order against his father. 

Father had shot his
four children and their
mother, then himself,
Nov. 16 in San Diego.

By Karen Kucher

Heavy rain and snow are
forecast to hit Southern Cal-
ifornia right around the time
Thanksgiving travelers will
take to the freeways.

A “broad swath of
precipitation” is expected to
blanket Los Angeles County
and surrounding areas
starting early Wednesday,
said Kathy Hoxsie, a mete-
orologist with the National
Weather Service in Oxnard.
The heaviest rain and snow
is predicted to fall between
Wednesday morning and
afternoon.

“The absolute worst
time,” Hoxsie said.

Lighter showers are fore-

cast for Thursday and Fri-
day and could extend into
the weekend. Rainfall esti-
mates for this storm call for
about 1 to 2 inches for the
coast and valleys, and 1.5 to 3
inches for the foothills and at
lower elevations of the
mountains. A foot or more of
snow is possible at higher el-
evations.

There’s a slight chance of
thunderstorms on Thurs-
day, which would mean brief
pockets of heavy rain,
Hoxsie said. If that happens,
meteorologists will be
watching burn areas closely,
as sustained precipitation
could cause mudslides.

In Northern California,
rain is forecast to arrive on
Tuesday afternoon and con-
tinue through Thursday, ac-
cording to Steve Anderson, a
meteorologist with the Na-
tional Weather Service in
San Francisco. A half-inch to
an inch of rain is predicted in
the Bay Area.

Thanksgiving
travelers could
face rain, snow

Heavy precipitation is
expected Wednesday,
during peak holiday
driving times.

By Laura Newberry



B4 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2019 LATIMES.COM

HOUSE FOR SALE BY
OWNER in Hawaiian Gar-
dens, CA 12256 E. 211TH
St. 3 bed 1 bath house for
sale. $525,000 OBO. Newly
remodeled & large backyard.
Willing to discuss financing.
NO AGENTS, only principals.
Call Kathy 323-350-0111

HOMES FOR SALE

LA COUNTY
SOUTHEAST
Southeast including
Long Beach

FOR SALE

I’m an exp’d caregiver, run
errands, dr appts, cleaning,
cooking, avail full time/part
time & live-in. 949-899-7770

Services For Seniors
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SUMMONS
CITACION JUDICIAL

Case Number (Numero del Caso): 18STLC11406

NOTICETO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
TONY NARBARA NEE , et al.,

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE):
ASSOCIATED READY MIXED CONCRETE, INC. , a
corporation,

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide
against you without your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons
and legal papers are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if
you want the court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your response. You
can find these court forms and more information at
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money, and property
may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit
legal services program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal ServicesWeb Site (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar associa-
tion. NOTE: The court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or arbitration award
of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the case.

іAVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decider en su
contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de que
le entreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para
presenter una respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en formato legal
correcto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte. Es
posible que haya un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro de Ayuda
de las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en
la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte
que le quede mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte que le
de un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder el
caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.

The name and address of the court is: (El nombre y
direccion de la corte es):
Los Angeles Superior Court of California
110 North Grand Avenue
Los Angeles , CA 90012

The name, address, and telephone number of
plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an at-
torney, is: (El nombre, la direccion y el numero
de telefono del abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):
LYNN A. SHINMOTO [Bar No. 94808] Devirian &
Shinmoto Prof . Corp.
2945 Townsgate Road, Suite 200
Westlake Village,, CA 91361
(805) 342-0169

Date: (Fecha) September 4, 2018

Sherri R. Carter Clerk
(Secretario)

Victor Sino Cruz Deputy
(Adjunto)
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Saturdayʼs
Jumbles:
Answer: Lorettaʼs voice has an arresting quality. It makes

you want to — CALL THE POLICE

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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work that hasn’t been ad-
dressed on time. 

“If a pole is out of compli-
ance with regulatory stand-
ards, it is replaced immedi-
ately,” Ramallo said. “This
was not explained clearly in
the report.”

In state-designated fire
hazard areas, which are dif-
ferent from those desig-
nated by the Los Angeles
Fire Department, the report
found that 824 utility poles
were identified for replace-
ment as of August. The
zones overlap in some cases,
but there was no double
counting of poles, according
to the controller’s office.

Utilities have faced in-
creased risk and liability as
California’s fire season
grows longer and deadlier.
Under state law, a utility
company must pay for dam-
age to homes and property if
its equipment causes a fire,
even if there was no negli-
gence on the utility’s part.

Some companies have
decided to turn off power
during windy red flag condi-
tions to reduce the risk of
equipment sparking a fire,
but the DWP has chosen not
to do so. Instead, the utility

has carried out fire preven-
tion measures such as clear-
ing vegetation around its
power lines and replacing
aging equipment.

The Getty fire last month
is believed to have started
when a dried eucalyptus tree
branch broke off during high
winds, hitting a DWP power
line. Sparks ignited a brush
fire that destroyed 12 homes
and forced thousands of
residents to evacuate.

The DWP is expected to
face an average of $42 million
in annual losses over the
next 100 years because of the
threat of fires, according to
the report. The utility has
wildfire insurance but says
its premiums have risen 20%
in the last few years.

Galperin’s 37-page review
of the DWP’s wildfire pre-
vention strategies focused in
part on the utility’s backlog
of replacing power poles and
equipment that could fuel
blazes. The controller’s of-
fice calls for the utility to
work closely with the LAFD
to better evaluate vegeta-
tion and other fire dangers
in high-risk areas and con-
sider creating a wildfire in-
surance fund for publicly
owned power utilities.

A UTILITY POLE and a restroom building at Leo Carrillo State Beach are left damaged last year in the wake
of the Woolsey fire. Deadly wildfires in recent years have brought increased scrutiny of utility companies.

Stuart W. Palley For The Times

Audit says city
power lines are
a wildfire risk
[DWP, from B1]

can eat, use the restroom
and blow their nose while re-
strained. 

In his statement, Barnes
also seemed to question the
judge’s impartiality, men-
tioning that, in the past, she
had been affiliated with the
American Civil Liberties
Union. 

Being shackled in a
courthouse holding cell
could affect an inmate’s abil-
ity to freely discuss the intri-
cacies of a case with their
lawyer, including discus-
sions of plea bargains, Rob-
erts wrote in her ruling. The
judge added that she had
not been convinced by
county counsel’s argument
that shackling all detainees
was the “least restrictive
means to accomplish securi-
ty goals.”

On Wednesday, two days
after the ruling, the sheriff
tweeted a scathing re-
sponse, saying Roberts had
committed “significant judi-
cial overreach.”

The department’s
across-the-board shackling
policy, he argued, is neces-
sary to keep inmates and
staff safe. 

“When inmates of differ-
ent classification levels are
mixed,” Barnes said, “it is
necessary to use waist re-
straints as a means of pre-
venting assaults and other

nefarious activities.”
The sheriff argued that

the ruling resulted from a
“false narrative” pushed by
defense attorneys, who had
“grossly distorted the re-
strictiveness of the waist re-
straints.” Barnes contends
that video of shackled in-
mates indicates that they

“Judge Roberts,” he
wrote, “made a decision for
the entire Orange County
Superior Court system that
was very much consistent
with the ACLU’s anti-incar-
ceration agenda.”

Barnes said in his state-
ment that he plans to appeal
the judge’s order.

The legal back-and-forth
marks the latest battle for a
department — and a jail sys-
tem — that in recent years
has been mired by an in-
formant scandal that jeop-
ardized some criminal cases
and drew scrutiny from
state and federal investiga-
tions.

In early 2016, three 
inmates accused of violent
crimes escaped from Men’s
Central Jail, the county’s
largest lock-up, by cutting
through a metal screen 
in their fourth-floor cell,
crawling through a plumb-
ing tunnel and rappelling
from the roof of the maxi-
mum-security jail with 
a rope of knotted bed 
sheets.

O.C. sheriff to appeal shackle ruling
[Sheriff, from B1]

SHERIFF DON BARNES said a judge’s order
against shackling all inmates at courthouses was
“judicial overreach” and based on a “false narrative.” 

Allen J. Schaben Los Angeles Times

A fire erupted inside a va-
cant office building in Van
Nuys on Sunday, threat-
ening a nearby community
of homeless people, author-
ities said. 

The blaze started shortly
after 4 p.m. and burned on
all five stories of the struc-
ture in the 7000 block of
North Sepulveda Boule-
vard, said Los Angeles Fire
Department spokesman

Brian Humphrey. More than
120 fire personnel battled the
blaze.

The fire was knocked
down by 6 p.m., Humphrey
said. Los Angeles police
evacuated people who live in
about 50 to 100 tents in an ad-
jacent parking lot, author-
ities said.

Sepulveda Boulevard
was closed between Sher-
man Way and Vose Street,
Humphrey said. 

The cause of the fire is
under investigation.

Homeless people are
evacuated due to fire
By Laura Newberry



LATIMES.COM MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2019 B5

whether Trump should
release his federal tax re-
turns. The six presidents
before him did, but he has
refused. Rather, it’s about
Democrats enacting a bla-
tantly unconstitutional law
with a straight face for
purely political reasons.

It’s about arrogance and
hypocrisy.

Democrats rationalized
that voters should be pro-
vided a candidate’s financial
information so they’ll know
about any potential con-
flicts of interest.

The state “has a strong
interest in ensuring that its
voters make informed,
educated choices,” Newsom
wrote in a bill signing mes-
sage. “States have a legal
and moral duty to do every-
thing in their power to en-
sure leaders seeking the
highest offices meet min-
imal standards and restore
public confidence.”

Please! “Moral duty”?
Does that mean Sacra-
mento Democrats are going
to run only honest cam-
paign ads starting in 2020?
And no more misleading
official titles and summaries
on ballot propositions?

To Newsom’s credit, he
insisted that the bill also
cover gubernatorial candi-
dates. That part of the law
remains.

Newsom disclosed his
taxes when he ran for gover-
nor last year. Former Gov.
Jerry Brown did not when
he ran in 2010 and 2014. In
2017, he vetoed a similar bill,
warning of a “slippery
slope.”

“What would be next?”
Brown asked. “Five years of
health records? A certified
birth certificate? High
school report cards?”

Democrats never
squawked about Brown not
releasing his taxes. That’s
hypocrisy.

Also hypocritical is that
if legislators were really
sincere about shining a light

on candidates’ personal
finances, they would have
included themselves in the
tax-disclosing requirement.

And if they’re serious

about increasing transpar-
ency, there’s a simple way to
do it under existing law. 

They could strengthen
the weak Statement of

Economic Interest form
that state and local candi-
dates must fill out. Presi-
dential and congressional
candidates have their own
feeble forms.

Legislators could require
more specificity about a
candidate’s assets, such as
stocks, business ownerships
and non-government in-
come. 

Now, the information
asked for is so vague it’s
practically useless.

For example, a candidate
must check off whether his
stock is worth between
$10,000 and $100,000, or
$100,000 to $1 million or over
$1 million. And the form is
pockmarked with loopholes.
Exempt from disclosure are
government bonds, money
market accounts, credit

union shares and commod-
ities.

There’s plenty of room in
those forms to hide poten-
tial conflicts of interest.

“The categories are so
broad it’s hard to know
exactly what people’s inter-
ests and potential conflicts
are,” says Ann Ravel, former
chairwoman of the watch-
dog state Fair Political
Practices Commission and
an ex-member of the Fed-
eral Election Commission.
“It’s crazy.”

Ravel, a Democrat, is
running for the state Senate
in San Jose.

Dan Schnur, a former
FPPC chairman who
teaches political communi-
cation at USC and UC
Berkeley, says: “If legislators
are truly serious about

expanding disclosure and
not just slapping around
Donald Trump, they could
turn the statements of
economic interest into
something much more
meaningful.

“They could require
candidates to not just check
a box, but enter a real dollar
figure.”

Jessica Levinson, former
president of the Los Angeles
Ethics Commission who
teaches political law at
Loyola Law School, says
presidential candidates
should voluntarily release
their taxes, but not be
forced to.

“I didn’t think it was
good law,” she says of the
tossed-out legislation.
Disclosing taxes “is good
policy, but not every good
policy should be legally
mandated.

“There are so many real
fights to have with this
administration. Why would
you have this one?”

Democrats felt there was
nothing to lose. Even if the
law was quashed, beating
up Trump is always popular
in California, they theorized.

And if courts upheld the
law and Trump was barred
from the ballot, it would
suppress the GOP voter
turnout, helping Demo-
crats.

But there must be some
cost to looking juvenile and
petty.

Democrats also handed
Republicans a fat target.

The Democrats’ pri-
orities “are out of touch with
California’s needs,” Senate
Republican leader Shannon
Grove of Bakersfield said.
“There are real issues that
need to be addressed, such
as keeping the power on for
families, making housing
affordable and tackling the
out-of-control homeless
crisis.”

Chalk up a rare victory
for the GOP. It should teach
Democrats a lesson, but
probably won’t.

Law to get Trump’s tax returns flops
[Skelton, from B1]

CALIFORNIA Secretary of State Alex Padilla filed an appeal but dropped it after the state Supreme Court
ruled against the law. Democrats didn’t complain when Gov. Jerry Brown declined to disclose his taxes. 

Michael Owen Baker For The Times

GOV. GAVIN NEWSOM insisted the bill also cover
gubernatorial candidates. That provision remains.

Kevork Djansezian Getty Images

doughy moons that end up
as the bao’s wrapper. We
dab a mixture of ground
pork, soy sauce, rice wine
vinegar (or rice wine),
nappa cabbage and chives
(or green onions) onto the
wrappers.

Next is the part I always
mess up. We slowly rotate
the baozi, twisting, pinching
and cupping simulta-
neously so you end up with a
round, sealed pouch that
looks a bit like a plump,
coiled flower bud — though
mine often more closely
resemble lumpy potatoes.

I never understood ex-
actly why we made baozi.
It’s common for a lot of
Chinese cultures to eat
flour-based products like
breads, baozi and mantou

at home, but I had rarely
heard of other Taiwanese
families doing it. It was
time-consuming and diffi-
cult, like trying to perform a
dough-based origami.

The baozi were delicious,
but they were different, and
that wasn’t what I wanted
when I was growing up. As a
Taiwanese kid in Tennessee,

I hungered for turkey, stuff-
ing, cranberry sauce and
green bean casserole — or at
least a Thanksgiving that
somewhat resembled that
of my friends.

One day I asked my dad
why we make baozi during
the holidays. And flour, it
turns out, tells the story of
my family.

My grandfather was a
grain clerk who came over to
Taiwan with the nationalist
Chinese government after
the communist revolution in
1949. His family couldn’t
afford rice all the time, but
he received flour allowances
from work.

My grandmother made
mantou with the flour and
underwear with the sack-
cloth, which was 100% cot-
ton and higher-quality
fabric than the underwear
they could buy. When they
had meat, which wasn’t
often, they made baozi.

My mother and father
grew up during a time of
unprecedented economic
growth and societal change
that economists called the
Taiwan Miracle.

But the miracle’s price,

in part, was paid in rice.
Most domestically pro-
duced rice was exchanged
for foreign currency in order
to support the rapid indus-
trialization of Taiwan’s
economy. And rice produc-
tion across Asia took a
downturn following the
revolution in China and the
Korean and Indochina wars.
Many in my parents’ genera-
tion grew up knowing the
feeling of hunger.

Eating baozi and man-

tou, at the time, was a mark
of poverty. When my dad
opened his lunchbox at
school, all the other kids
would know that his family
was too poor to afford rice.

In other words, baozi

made him different, and
different wasn’t what my
father wanted to be at the
time. 

My mom told me a simi-
lar story last year.

She makes a dish I’ve
never seen in a Chinese
restaurant. It’s simple —
cabbage sauteed with salt
and pepper, with beaten
eggs poured over it to form
an omelet. Sometimes she
adds pickled Chinese rad-

ishes or meat or whatever is
in the fridge. It’s fast and
satisfying, and keeps pretty
well as leftovers.

She used to eat this
omelet nearly every day as a
child, so much that she grew
to hate it. Money was scarce
after my grandpa was hurt
in a car accident. My
grandma did odd jobs in
exchange for rice and other
food items. My mom and her
five siblings worked as chil-
dren to pay for school and
food. One of their chores
was to rummage in the
garbage bins outside restau-
rants for scraps to feed their
chickens.

And every day, when she
opened her lunchbox at
school, the omelet was
there, taunting her.

But as an adult, she
makes it regularly. It re-
minds her of her childhood.
She calls it a hui wei, which
literally translates to “re-
turn flavor.”

I was 30 years old when I
heard these stories for the
first time. I was struck by
the irony that both my
parents and I had grown up
yearning for belonging,

resenting the food of our
families. And I’m contin-
ually surprised by how little
I know about the people
who raised me.

I don’t know how my
parents met, or how my
father charmed my mother,
or what their families
thought of each other, or
what dreams they had as
young adults.

I know only that my
mother looks startlingly
beautiful in the wedding
photos that used to hang 
in their bedroom, and that
my father looks so proud
that his mouth appears too
small to hold the teeth in his
smile.

Growing up, I asked my
parents about their past
many times, but each ques-
tion was like inserting a
quarter in a broken pay-
phone. Always, they an-
swered in a way that ac-
knowledged the question
but provided no informa-
tion.

But as an adult, the
questions I asked as a child
suddenly have different
answers. And I’ve grown to
see the holidays as a chance

to reexamine the narratives
we told ourselves about our
families and our childhoods.
Memories of hunger and
longing can become cele-
brations of abundance. A
single question can trans-
form childhood resent-
ments into precious mark-
ers of identity.

I grew up longing for my
family to participate in
American traditions. And as
it turns out, our baozi tradi-
tion is fundamentally
American in at least one
way: The baozi and mantou

my father grew up eating in
Taiwan were made with
American flour — donated
by U.S. officials as part of an
aid campaign. The cotton
sacks that my grandmother
sewed into my father’s
underwear were stamped
with the American flag.

So at the dinner table
this Thanksgiving, if things
get tense or the silences get
long, here’s my advice: Ask
your parents to tell you a
story about the food they
grew up eating. 

Sometimes there’s a big
story behind a simple choice
between rice and flour.

Pass the stories and the baozi this Thanksgiving
[Shyong, from B1]

H
arry Morton, a
restaurant mogul
who was the son of
the Hard Rock 

Cafe chain co-founder and
grandson of the founder of
Morton’s The Steakhouse,
has died. He was 38.

Pink Taco, a restaurant
business Morton founded
and previously owned, con-
firmed his death in a state-
ment Sunday. Specifics
about the circumstances
surrounding Morton’s death
were not immediately avail-
able.

Morton was also an
owner of the Viper Room
nightclub in West Hollywood
and had been romantically
linked to several celebrities,

including Lindsay Lohan
and Demi Moore.

“Harry was a visionary
and restaurateur ahead of
his time, and his contrib-
utions, both professionally
to our brand and personally
to those he worked with,
were numerous,” Pink Taco
said in its statement.

Morton’s father, Peter,
co-founded the Hard Rock
Cafe chain and his grand-
father Arnie founded Mor-
ton’s The Steakhouse.

Harry Morton served as
vice president of devel-
opment of the Hard Rock
chain after working sum-
mers at the Hard Rock Hotel
in Las Vegas, the Los Ange-
les Times previously re-
ported. The Hard Rock
chain did not immediately
have a comment Sunday.

HARRY MORTON

Hard Rock Cafe co-founder’s
son made own mark in industry
associated press

Chris Polk Associated Press

‘A VISIONARY’

Harry Morton, left, founded Pink Taco and was an
owner of the Viper Room club in West Hollywood.

A
ctor Michael J. Pol-
lard, who earned
an Academy
Award nomination

for his role as the getaway
driver in the 1967 film “Bon-
nie and Clyde,” has died at
the age of 80.

Pollard died of cardiac ar-
rest at a Los Angeles hospi-
tal on Wednesday, his friend
Dawn Walker told the Holly-
wood Reporter.

Best known for his role as
C.W. Moss in “Bonnie Clyde,”
starring alongside Warren
Beatty and Faye Dunaway,
Pollard also appeared on TV
shows including “Alfred
Hitchcock Presents,” “Gun-
smoke” and “I Spy.”

Rob Zombie, who di-
rected Pollard in the 2003
film “House of 1000 Corpses,”
posted his condolences on

Facebook on Friday.
“I have always loved his

work and his truly unique
on-screen presence,” Zom-
bie said. “He was one of the
first actors I knew I had to
work with as soon as I got my
first film off the ground. He
will be missed.”

Known for playing ec-
centric and strangely hu-
morous misfits, the cherub-
faced actor was a favorite
among many of his peers. 

The late film critic Roger
Ebert lavished praise on Pol-
lard for his scene-stealing
performance in Carl Rei-
ner’s film “Enter Laughing.”

“There is something
about Pollard that is abso-
lutely original and seems to
strike audiences as irresist-
ibly funny and deserving of
affection,” Ebert wrote. 

Pollard is survived by his
son, Axel Emmett, and
daughter, Holly.

‘Bonnie and Clyde’
actor got Oscar nod
By Carlos Lozano

MICHAEL J. POLLARD
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Today’s rise/set

First Quarter

Full Moon

Last Quarter

New Moon

Dec. 11
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Dec. 3

Nov. 26Los Angeles County

Orange County

Ventura County

City Hi Lo Prcp. Hi Lo Sky

World

Key: Su sunny; Pc partly cloudy; Cy cloudy; Fg
foggy; Prcp precipitation; Dr drizzle; Hz;hazy
Sh showers; Ts thunderstorms; R rain; Sn snow;
Sf snow flurries; I ice; Rs rain/snow; W windy;
Tr trace. Notes: National extremes are for NWS
stations; excludes Alaska and Hawaii.
Missing data indicated by “xx”.
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Clemente

Mission Viejo

Irvine

Oceanside

Escondido

Poway

Ramona

San Diego

Temecula
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Springs

Fullerton

Chino
Riverside

Ontario

Pomona/
Fairplex San Bernardino

Yucca Valley

Hesperia

Whittier
Hills

LA Downtown
UCLA

Simi Valley
Chatsworth

Burbank Monrovia

Santa Clarita

Anaheim 80 55 -- 71 47 70 48
Avalon/Catalina 71 49 -- 61 50 60 48
Bakersfield 67 43 -- 62 36 56 42
Barstow 68 38 -- 72 37 58 38
Beaumont 69 46 -- 64 36 58 35
Big Bear Lake 57 22 -- 50 20 38 20
Bishop 65 24 -- 57 21 46 29
Burbank 76 45 -- 68 45 66 45
Camarillo 81 50 -- 69 43 69 46
Chatsworth 77 57 -- 70 45 65 46
Chino 78 40 -- 70 41 68 41
Dana Point 72 42 -- 65 48 65 49
Death Valley 77 50 -- 71 46 62 52
Del Mar 67 53 -- 66 50 66 51
Escondido 76 46 -- 69 43 68 44
Eureka 54 42 -- 53 39 49 41
Fallbrook xx xx xx 67 41 66 41
Fillmore 80 52 -- 71 44 64 39
Fresno 68 43 -- 63 36 58 42
Fullerton 79 48 -- 70 47 70 49
Hemet 73 39 -- 68 36 63 36
Hesperia 65 36 -- 67 27 54 38
Huntington Beach 72 46 -- 67 50 69 51
Idyllwild 61 33 -- 55 30 46 31
Irvine 75 49 -- 69 49 69 49
L.A. D’ntown/USC 78 52 -- 69 50 67 50
L.A. Int’l. Airport 78 53 -- 67 53 68 52

Laguna Beach 70 44 -- 66 50 66 52
Lancaster 66 27 -- 66 27 55 38
Long Beach 76 52 -- 68 48 70 51
Mammoth Lakes 60 5 -- 40 10 38 21
Mission Viejo 77 50 -- 69 48 68 48
Monrovia 76 52 -- 64 45 60 43
Monterey 73 47 -- 58 42 57 45
Mt. Wilson 62 46 -- 57 35 51 34
Needles 69 52 -- 70 44 59 39
Newport Beach 69 56 -- 66 51 67 52
Northridge xx xx xx 73 45 67 46
Oakland 68 40 -- 63 42 57 47
Oceanside 76 43 -- 67 39 68 38
Ojai 79 34 -- 71 40 62 39
Ontario 76 45 -- 68 44 67 45
Oxnard 73 48 -- 66 48 66 47
Palm Springs 78 54 -- 76 49 66 42
Pasadena 77 49 -- 69 47 65 47
Paso Robles 74 32 -- 67 27 60 39
Pomona/Fairplex 74 45 -- 69 43 67 43
Poway 77 43 -- 69 46 69 48
Redding 69 32 -- 61 35 48 40
Rialto 76 61 -- 67 44 63 43
Riverside 77 50 -- 68 35 63 37

Sacramento 68 37 -- 65 39 56 41
San Bernardino 75 44 -- 68 42 64 44
San Clemente Pier 67 58 -- 65 47 65 48
San Diego 74 51 -- 66 52 68 52
San Francisco 67 46 -- 61 45 56 46
San Gabriel xx xx xx 70 47 67 47
San Jose 69 42 -- 63 40 58 45
San Luis Obispo 79 51 -- 69 40 63 42
Santa Ana 76 51 -- 70 50 71 52
Santa Barbara 72 39 -- 69 43 65 44
Santa Clarita 74 54 -- 70 43 64 43
Santa Monica Pier 74 50 -- 68 50 68 51
Santa Paula 79 46 -- 70 44 64 40
Santa Rosa 72 33 -- 65 33 56 37
Simi Valley 76 60 -- 70 44 65 41
Tahoe Valley 55 16 -- 39 16 38 24
Temecula 76 44 -- 67 37 63 39
Thousand Oaks 76 60 -- 69 44 65 42
Torrance 75 52 -- 68 47 67 49
UCLA 77 55 -- 69 50 69 49
Van Nuys 78 47 -- 72 47 68 43
Ventura 74 57 -- 66 47 63 47
Whittier Hills 80 42 -- 70 48 69 50
Woodland Hills 79 47 -- 73 44 67 44
Wrightwood 52 30 -- 56 27 43 32
Yorba Linda 79 55 -- 69 47 68 46
Yosemite Valley 60 30 -- 51 23 45 27

Not as warm: A cold front will cross the southern half of the state today, bringing cooler temperatures.

A few areas along the coast will see some fog early; otherwise, it’ll be mostly sunny. A strong trough of

low pressure will drop through the Great Basin and winds will become quite strong in the upper and

lower deserts and over the mountains this afternoon and evening.

Sunny 67/50

Heavy rain 59/45

Rain 55/39

Partly sunny 56/42

Clouds, sun 65/46

Heavy rain 55/40

Rain 51/36

Partly sunny 53/36

Mostly sunny 68/51

Heavy rain 60/47

Rain 54/41

Partly sunny 57/43

Partly sunny 38/20

Snow at times 35/20

A bit of snow 29/13

Snow showers 27/10

Mostly sunny 66/42

Rain; cool 64/49

Rain 57/41

Showers 58/40

Mostly sunny Mostly sunny Increasingly windy Increasingly windyMostly sunny

Los Angeles Basin: Patchy
fog early at the coast;
otherwise, sunny and
cooler. Mostly clear tonight.

Valleys/canyons: Cooler
and sunny. Mostly clear
tonight. Sunny to partly
cloudy Tuesday.

Orange County: Sunny and
cooler. Partly cloudy

tonight; windy late. Sunny
to partly cloudy Tuesday.

Ventura/Santa Barbara:
Cooler and sunny; windy
over the mountains. Mostly
clear and breezy tonight.

San Diego County: Cooler
and sunny; windy across
the mountains. Mostly clear
tonight; breezy.

Local mountains: Cooler
and sunny; windy
afternoon. Mostly clear and
chilly tonight; a gusty
breeze.

High desert: Cooler and
sunny; very windy
afternoon. Mostly clear and
chilly tonight.

Low desert: Sun mixed with

a few high clouds; breezy.
Winds diminishing in the
evening; clear tonight.

San Francisco Bay Area:
Sunny to partly cloudy and
cooler; a gusty wind. Patchy
clouds tonight; winds
diminish.

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Today

Snow in the Rockies: A storm system will spread snow from the

Cascades to the northern Rockies with rain along the Pacific

Northwest coast. Snow will move out of New England. Some snow

will fall from eastern North Dakota to northern Michigan.

High 85 in Marathon, Fla.
Low –12 in Antero Reservoir, Colo.

Inner waters: Wind becoming
west-southwest at 5-10 knots. Wind
waves 3-7 feet; west swells 1-2 feet.

Surf zone: The risk for strong,
dangerous rip currents will be high
today at all area beaches. The risk will
remain high for all beaches Tuesday.

Morro Bay 4p NNW8 8/14 59/62

Santa Barbara 4p WSW6 4/14 63/65

Ventura 4p SSW6 4/14 63/63

Zuma Beach 4p S4 2/13 63/62

Marina del Rey 4p SSW4 2/14 63/63

Hermosa Beach 4p S4 2/14 64/64

Cabrillo Beach 4p S4 3/14 65/65

Hunt’n. Beach 4p S4 3/13 65/64

Newport Beach 4p S4 2/13 65/62

Dana Point 4p S4 2/13 64/60

San Clemente 4p S4 2/14 64/60

Oceanside 4p SSW4 2/14 64/62

Solana Beach 4p SSW4 2/14 63/63

Mission Beach 4p SW6 2/14 63/63

Avalon 4p S4 3/14 65/59

High/low 78/52 79/48 74/57
High/low a year ago 71/55 71/55 73/53
Normal high/low for date 71/50 70/48 70/47
Record high/date 94/1933 87/2012 82/1990
Record low/date 36/1895 41/2003 35/1952

24-hour total (as of 4 p.m.) 0.00 0.00 0.00
Season total (since Oct. 1) 0.63 0.13 0.14
Last season (Oct. 1 to date) 1.06 1.13 0.74
Season norm (Oct. 1 to date) 1.44 1.67 1.88
Humidity (high/low) 57/18 65/13 77/23

Sunday Today Tuesday Sunday Today Tuesday

Sunday Today

Sunday Today Tuesday

Forecasts provided by

AccuWeather, Inc. ©2019

Today 7:37a 6.8 Hi 1:17a 1.1 Lo

8:43p 4.5 Hi 2:29p -0.8 Lo

Tue. 8:12a 6.8 Hi 1:54a 1.4 Lo

9:34p 4.3 Hi 3:13p -1.0 Lo

Precipitation

Sun 6:35a/4:45p
Moon 5:24a/4:25p

Sun 6:33a/4:44p
Moon 5:22a/4:24p

Sun 6:39a/4:49p
Moon 5:28a/4:29p

Las Vegas, 45
Los Angeles, 45
Phoenix, 45
San Francisco, 45

Albuquerque 53 31 -- 54 31 Pc
Amarillo 62 28 -- 63 39 Su
Anchorage 31 28 .01 22 12 Su
Atlanta 54 44 -- 62 42 Su
Atlantic City 53 45 .87 54 46 Su
Austin 75 36 -- 82 61 Pc
Baltimore 52 39 .74 56 35 Su
Billings 60 44 Tr 38 18 Pc
Birmingham 57 43 Tr 62 43 Su
Boise 47 29 -- 42 22 Cy
Boston 48 40 1.52 52 40 Su
Brownsville 79 51 -- 83 69 Su
Buffalo 43 34 -- 47 41 Cy
Burlington, Vt. 40 33 Tr 44 36 Pc
Casper 46 34 Tr 30 17 Sn
Charleston, S.C. 61 49 .08 65 40 Su
Charleston, W.Va. 48 36 .15 58 36 Pc
Charlotte 58 40 .03 61 37 Su
Chicago 50 32 -- 52 34 Pc
Cincinnati 49 33 .08 56 41 Pc
Cleveland 45 31 .08 51 42 Pc
Colo. Springs 55 25 -- 45 21 Pc
Columbia, S.C. 61 43 .29 63 37 Su
Columbus 44 31 Tr 53 39 Pc
Concord, N.H. 37 24 1.61 47 29 Pc
Dallas/Ft.Worth 70 36 -- 74 58 Su
Denver 64 30 -- 43 21 Pc
Des Moines 56 31 -- 54 32 Pc
Detroit 47 29 -- 49 39 Cy
Duluth 47 32 -- 39 28 Pc
El Paso 64 39 -- 66 52 W
Eugene 53 30 .05 48 36 Sh
Fairbanks 21 13 Tr 13 -5 Cy
Fargo 46 27 -- 38 24 Pc
Flagstaff 56 17 -- 44 14 W
Grand Junction 46 26 -- 47 25 Cy
Grand Rapids 48 28 -- 48 35 Pc
Green Bay 46 32 -- 46 32 Pc
Hartford 43 36 1.29 52 35 Su
Helena 52 37 -- 35 19 Sn
Honolulu 85 74 -- 85 75 Pc
Houston 69 42 -- 78 67 Pc
Indianapolis 49 31 -- 53 40 Pc
Jacksonville, Fla. 64 52 .05 68 40 Su
Kansas City 62 30 -- 58 37 Pc
Las Vegas 63 42 -- 62 39 W
Little Rock 60 31 -- 67 54 Pc
Louisville 52 35 Tr 60 45 Pc
Medford 51 26 -- 47 31 Sh
Memphis 55 32 -- 66 52 Pc
Miami 84 69 .16 79 60 Pc
Milwaukee 51 32 -- 49 34 Pc
Minneapolis 45 33 -- 46 32 Pc
Nashville 55 35 -- 64 45 Su
New Orleans 64 48 -- 70 57 Su
New York 46 40 .93 51 41 Su
Oklahoma City 69 31 -- 64 40 Su
Omaha 59 29 -- 55 32 Pc
Orlando 73 63 .44 72 49 Pc
Philadelphia 47 39 .88 53 37 Su
Phoenix 73 50 -- 70 45 Pc
Pittsburgh 40 33 .37 52 39 Pc
Portland, Maine 38 28 .75 46 32 Pc
Portland, Ore. 51 41 .06 50 38 Sh
Providence 48 35 1.45 51 37 Su
Pueblo 64 21 -- 50 24 Cy
Raleigh 57 46 .37 61 38 Su
Rapid City 62 29 -- 41 23 Pc
Reno 55 26 -- 45 21 W
Richmond 56 40 .54 59 39 Su
St. Louis 59 32 -- 63 44 Pc
Salt Lake City 48 29 -- 38 24 Sn
San Antonio 74 42 -- 80 61 Pc
San Juan, P.R. 86 75 -- 89 78 Pc
Santa Fe 49 28 -- 49 26 Pc
Seattle 52 44 .11 48 37 Sh

Spokane 44 32 -- 37 24 Cy
Springfield, Mo. 62 29 -- 65 46 Su
Tallahassee 60 44 -- 66 40 Su
Tampa 69 63 .33 70 51 Su
Tucson 75 48 -- 70 49 Pc
Tulsa 70 33 -- 64 47 Su
Washington, D.C. 54 40 .66 56 40 Su
Wichita 67 26 -- 61 38 Su
Yuma 74 59 -- 74 47 Pc

Acapulco 92 78 .32 87 75 Pc
Amsterdam 48 37 -- 49 45 R
Athens 64 54 .53 68 55 R
Baghdad 73 43 -- 74 46 Pc
Bangkok 91 73 -- 93 74 Su
Barbados 86 80 .26 87 80 Sh
Beijing 42 38 -- 39 19 Hz
Berlin 48 36 -- 45 39 Pc
Buenos Aires 77 63 -- 74 63 R
Cabo San Lucas 81 61 -- 83 68 Pc
Cairo 77 58 -- 85 67 Su
Calgary 43 34 .00 33 18 Pc
Cancun 84 68 -- 84 74 Su
Copenhagen 45 43 -- 45 43 Cy
Dublin 48 39 .32 53 44 Sh
Edinburgh 48 46 .10 49 42 Cy
Frankfurt 49 39 -- 44 41 Cy
Geneva 52 34 -- 51 42 Pc
Havana 82 60 -- 82 63 Pc
Ho Chi Minh City 91 73 .04 92 74 Sh
Hong Kong 80 68 -- 81 65 Hz
Istanbul 64 55 .01 66 56 Cy
Jerusalem 64 49 -- 67 56 Pc
Johannesburg 83 57 -- 87 57 Su
Kabul 54 25 -- 49 26 Pc
Kingston 86 77 -- 87 75 Pc
London 52 43 .06 54 48 R
Madrid 55 45 -- 61 49 Pc
Manila 90 79 .02 89 80 Ts
Mecca 87 67 .17 86 69 Pc
Mexico City 75 53 -- 77 53 Pc
Montreal 36 28 -- 42 34 Cy
Moscow 28 18 -- 26 13 Hz
Mumbai 93 79 -- 92 76 Hz
New Delhi 79 61 -- 77 62 Ts
Oslo 37 36 .21 37 35 Cy
Paris 50 43 -- 51 49 R
Rio de Janeiro 75 70 .34 77 66 Pc
Rome 60 55 .72 64 49 Pc
Seoul 58 41 .06 45 30 Cy
Stockholm 37 36 -- 37 35 Cy
Sydney 73 65 .07 84 71 Pc
Taipei City 77 70 -- 75 65 R
Tehran 46 36 -- 46 35 Pc
Tokyo 68 57 -- 67 46 Pc
Toronto 45 27 -- 46 39 Cy
Vancouver 52 45 .12 46 35 Pc
Vienna 47 39 -- 47 41 Pc
Winnipeg 37 28 .05 33 22 Sn
Zurich 48 36 -- 46 40 Pc

69/43
71/40

66/47

66/48

70/44

69/43

71/45
73/44

68/47

68/48

66/51

66/50

65/47

67/39

69/43

69/46

66/52

67/39

67/37
69/48

69/49

70/50

68/50 70/48
70/47

70/41

68/36

76/49

68/35

69/50
69/50

70/4570/44

70/43

68/45 64/45

67/27

69/43
68/44 68/42

68/37

3-5’ 14 sec W

4-7’ 14 sec W

3-6’ 14 sec W

3-5’ 13 sec SSW

3-5’ 15 sec W

69/50 70/46 68/50 50/20 76/49

Las Vegas
62/39
Las Vegas
62/39

Seattle
48/37
Seattle
48/37

Los Angeles
69/50
Los Angeles
69/50

Denver
43/21
Denver
43/21

Houston
78/67
Houston
78/67

Miami
79/60
Miami
79/60

New York
51/41
New York
51/41Chicago

52/34
Chicago
52/34

Anchorage
22/12
Anchorage
22/12

VISTA, Calif. — Though
it is now legal to sell marijua-
na in Vista, that does not
necessarily mean the illegal
route has gone away.

On a recent weekday
morning, customers trickled
into the city’s first two li-
censed medical marijuana
storefronts, while just down
the street, an unlicensed, il-
legal shop continued to
flourish, sometimes drawing
enough vehicles to require
overflow parking.

One year after voters
passed Measure Z, the ballot
initiative that allows up to 11
licensed medical marijuana
shops in Vista, the north San
Diego County city continues
to see significant unlicensed
activity in a location that
court records show has been
able to reopen again and
again despite receiving regu-
lar government cease-and-
desist orders.

Representatives of the
first two licensed medical
marijuana shops, open since
mid-October, say that
though they are excited
about their new businesses,
the early going has been af-
fected by the city’s long
underground culture of il-
legal shops, which have
regularly sprouted through-
out the region, only to recede
under waves of law enforce-
ment raids, then sprout
again once attention wanes.

Illegal shops, said Justin
Christman, a Vista native
and co-proprietor of Flora

Verde, the city’s second
medical marijuana shop to
open under the new rules,
said illegal shops pose diffi-
cult competition. They often
don’t charge taxes that, by
city and state mandate, ex-
ceed 30% at licensed estab-
lishments.

“Our biggest issue is ac-
tually the illegal stores,”
Christman said. “That, com-
pounded with the fact that
we’re medical only, means
we get a lot of walkouts who
just don’t want to go through
the medical recommenda-
tion process, especially
knowing that they don’t
have to worry about it down
the street.”

Mary Boyd, manager of
Tradecraft Farms, the city’s
first licensed establishment,
which opened on East Vista
Way on Oct. 16, said resi-
dents have not adjusted to
the notion that medical
marijuana is the only type of
cannabis that can be sold le-
gally within Vista city limits.

“People are hesitant to
get their medical cards be-
cause Vista has had all of
these shops throughout the
years that were just walk-in,
21 and up,” Boyd said. “When
we opened, it was kind of a
big shock to people that they
can’t just walk right in, they
have to stop and do the
whole process.”

In recent weeks, the most
obvious illegal operation has
been a tenant of a two-unit
strip mall that has long
housed a popular liquor
store on South Santa Fe 
Avenue.

Though it is technically
on county land, the building
has a Vista address and an
astounding history. Even
though there is a long-
standing moratorium on op-
erating marijuana dispensa-
ries that covers unincorpo-
rated county ground, the op-
eration has managed to
thrive in plain sight for years.

Search warrants ob-
tained by the San Diego
Union-Tribune show that,
even though county code en-
forcement officers first is-
sued the property’s owner a
cease-and-desist order in
2015, the operation has man-
aged to keep its foothold in
the same location, cycling
through three different
names during its tenure and
shrugging off all attempts
from law enforcement to
keep it closed for good.

The situation clearly
does not please San Diego
County Supervisor Jim
Desmond, who said in an
emailed statement this
month that he is “com-
pletely opposed to illegal
marijuana shops, especially
with the recent uptick in
deaths due to illicit drugs.”

About one week after the
statement, the cat-and-
mouse game came to a head
at 1526 S. Santa Fe Ave. on
Thursday when deputies
again shut the location
down, seizing 80 pounds of
marijuana products and be-
tween $7,000 and $10,000 in
cash and citing six employ-
ees for misdemeanors.

Capt. Greg Rylaarsdam,
the officer in charge of the

Vista Sheriff ’s Station, said
Friday that while illegal pot
shop activity in the city has
slowed significantly since
Measure Z passed last year,
the South Santa Fe location
has stubbornly persisted.

Businesses are so prof-
itable, he said, that op-
erators tend to simply pay
their fines and reopen.

“It is very frustrating that
we do everything we can to
shut these types of illegal
businesses down, but they
just end up coming back,”
Rylaarsdam said. “It’s akin
to a game of whack-a-mole.” 

Marijuana possession
and use is treated less se-
verely since voters approved
its medical use in 1996 and its
recreational use in 2016.
However, cities and counties
can still use their zoning
powers to bar setting up
shop within their bounda-
ries. Until Measure Z, that
was the case in Vista, and it’s
still the case in the county.

Law enforcement agen-
cies throughout California
have been shutting down il-
legal pot shops for years. In
Vista, Rylaarsdam said, it
was not long ago that shops
were popping up in residen-
tial neighborhoods, eventu-
ally generating complaints
from neighbors. In some
cases, the captain said, dep-
uties would work with the
city’s public works depart-
ment to turn off utilities to
properties being used for il-
legal shops only to return
days or weeks later and dis-
cover that the operation was
up and running again using

a generator.
In all cases, he said, it’s

difficult to prove who is run-
ning illegal operations. All
business is handled in cash,
supplies are removed every
night and employees don’t
disclose who’s paying them.
For these shops, Rylaars-
dam said, getting shut down,
having merchandise and
money seized and getting
fined or receiving misde-
meanor citations is viewed
as the cost of doing business.

“We are going into these
places, and we’re taking
their products, but they
make so much money on the
days that they are in 
existence that the losses 
are somewhat incon-
sequential,” Rylaarsdam
said.

Two warrants filed in
early 2019 just before the San
Diego County Sheriff ’s De-
partment raided the South
Santa Fe facility on two
separate occasions show
that the demand for cheap
cannabis has been stronger
than a dozen administrative
citations, issued across a
span of five months, to the

property’s owner in 2017. 
County code enforce-

ment, search warrants indi-
cate, first shut down the
shop — then operating
under the name Tree House
Collective — in September
2018 after three straight
years of cease-and-desist or-
ders were ignored. But, just
10 days later, on Sept. 14, 2018,
the shop was open again,
this time under the name
Flower House.

Search warrants served
in January and February of
2019 not only seized cash,
marijuana and other para-
phernalia from the store, but
an extensive investigation
tracked organizers to a sec-
ond illegally operating shop
called Forever Green in Fall-
brook, and to the storefront
on East Vista Way that now
houses Tradecraft Farms,
the city’s first licensed medi-
cal marijuana dispensary.

Any current connection
between Tradecraft and the
illegal shop on South Santa
Fe is unclear.

Sisson writes for the San
Diego Union-Tribune

Struggling to uproot illegal weed

BUDTENDER CHARLES JACKSON restocks
shelves at Tradecraft Farms, a licensed marijuana
dispensary in Vista, a city in San Diego County.

Eduardo Contreras San Diego Union-Tribune

San Diego-area town legalizes medical pot, but black market persists

By Paul Sisson
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MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR

ROAD HOME THIS SEASON

socalbmw.com

HURRY IN TO RECEIVE A CREDIT OF UP TO $4,500

ON SELECT MODELS NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 2
ND

Offer available to qualified customers with excellent credit history who finance through

BMW Financial Services NA, LLC. Offer limited to customers who have owned a BMW

model in the last 12 months. In order to qualify for a BMW Loyalty Credit, loyal current

or former BMW owners or lessees must show proof of ownership or BMW Financial

Services NA, LLC account number and qualify for credit approval. Available credits:

$4,500 off new 2019 BMW 3 Series and 5 Series, $4,000 off new 2020 BMW X3,

$3,250 off new 2019 BMW X5. Must take delivery by December 2nd, 2019. Availability

of finance and loyalty credits are subject to dealer participation. Visit your authorized

BMW Center for important details.

©2019 BMW of North America, LLC. The BMW name, model names and logo are

registered trademarks.

NFL WEEK 12 ::RAMS VS. BALTIMORE
TODAY AT THE COLISEUM, 5:15 P.M. | TV: ESPN, CHANNEL 7

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — The arm

and legs we see. Those are quantifi-

able in the prodigious statistics

compiled by Baltimore Ravens

quarterback Lamar Jackson. To hear

his coach tell it, there’s something

else that sets apart the NFL’s most

electrifying player.

When he lifts the sideline shades,

check out the eyes.

“For lack of a better way to explain

it, I feel like he’s got a photographic

football memory,” coach John Har-

baugh said, standing with a reporter

after a recent Ravens practice. “He’ll

throw the ball to somebody, and I’ll

say, ‘Why’d you do that.’ He’ll say,

‘Well, 22 was low and 23 was high’ —

he talks by numbers — ‘and I felt 51

was pushing. So that’s why I went

over here.’ He’ll know every number

and where they were. So I go back

and watch the tape and I’m like, ‘Oh

my god. He had it exactly right.’ He

always comes off the field and knows

exactly where everybody was.

“He’s not perfect; he’ll miss

things. But his processing, his ability

to know what he saw, I think he sees

in photographs. You know how peo-

ple say the game slows down? Like,

you get back there and it’s a blur? It’s

not a blur to him. To me, he sees it

crystal clear, like a snapshot. He sees

it all, and he remembers it.”

These days, it’s Jackson who’s the

blur. The second-year star, whose

team plays against the Rams on

Monday night at the Coliseum, is the 

LAMAR JACKSON has led Baltimore to 14 regular-season wins since he became a starter late last sea-
son. He’s vying to be the NFL most valuable player with another run-pass threat, Seattle’s Russell Wilson.

Don Wright Associated Press

Purple gaze all
around Jackson
SAM FARMER

ON THE NFL

[See Farmer, D6]

The Kings’ video room

was eerily quiet one morning

last November. A man stood

at the front, a lump in his

throat, his voice cracking.

Dozens of eyes stared back

at him, somber and soggy,

tears welling in disbelief.

In his 14 years as the

Kings’ head athletic trainer,

Chris Kingsley had learned

to blend into the back-

ground. This sort of atten-

tion was the last thing he

ever wanted. But, he

couldn’t hide from it any

longer.

Kingsley had prostate

cancer. And it was time his

team finally found out.

“It was sad,” defenseman

Drew Doughty said. “He was

getting choked up. I don’t

think any of us had ever seen

him that way before. It was

tough for him to tell us. But

he was strong about it.”

It was the ultimate irony,

a wicked twist of fate. The

man long-tasked with safe-

guarding the Kings — who

took injuries to players per-

sonally, and prided himself

in returning them to health

— had to suddenly put him-

self first.

Kingsley caught it early,

received a promising prog-

nosis and ended up missing

only 20 games. But on that

dreary day last winter, his

announcement struck a

numbing chord for a club

that had come to depend on 

CHRIS KINGSLEY was
diagnosed with prostate
cancer last November.

Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

TAKING A TIMEOUT

By Jack Harris

[See Kings, D3]

Kings’ Kingsley worked hard at keeping players on the ice.
Then a cancer scare made him get his own health in order

What was shaping up as a

drama-free affair for the

Clippers produced some

anxiety before they took the

suspense out of Sunday’s

game with the New Orleans

Pelicans behind a dominat-

ing, career night from Mon-

trezl Harrell.

Harrell used his force

that has made him a dynam-

ic reserve to tie his career

high of 34 points and pull the

Clippers to a 134-109 win. He

capped his night with a dou-

ble-double, his 12 rebounds

one shy of a career best. 

Harrell had set his stand-

ard with a 34-point, 13-re-

bound effort against the Mil-

waukee Bucks this month.

“Honestly, I had a lot on

my mind coming into today’s

game,” said Harrell, who

worked his way through

whatever issues he’s dealing

with by missing just five of 18

shots. 

“I just really wanted to go

out here and leave it all out

here on the floor and just

keep putting the work in do-

ing something I love to do.

Being out here with a great

group of guys, man, and just

being able to just do what I

need to do.”

Kawhi Leonard scored 26

points and Paul George 18,

but they took a back seat to

the stars off the bench.

When the Clippers

started to wobble in the 

A ‘monster
night’ for
the Clippers
Harrell has his way as
stars take a back seat,
leading L.A. to its fifth
consecutive victory.

CLIPPERS 134

NEW ORLEANS 109

By Broderick Turner

MONTREZL HARRELL makes noise against New
Orleans with 34 points and 12 rebounds in 28 minutes.

Luis Sinco Los Angeles Times

[See Clippers, D4]

Ready to face a
tough road test
Helene Elliott writes
mettle will be tested
away from Staples. D4

Will Rams use Gurley?
Running back excelled against
Chicago but doesn’t know what
plans are against Baltimore. D6

SAN ANTONIO — When

LeBron James returned to

Cleveland for the first time

after leaving for Miami in

free agency, Cavaliers fans

got personal. They didn’t

just boo him. They held

signs attacking his personal

life. They chanted that his

hometown of Akron hated

him. They tried as hard as

they could to hurt his feel-

ings.

Then James scored

38 points and the Heat left

with a victory.

It’s a scene that’s not

likely to duplicate itself in

New Orleans on Wednesday

night, when Anthony Davis

returns for the first time

since his trade to the Lakers

this past summer. But in an

effort to prepare himself,

Davis checked in with

James, who didn’t hesitate

to remind him how many

points he scored in his re-

turn.

“Put a little pressure on

me,” Davis said with a smile.

He spoke Saturday night

after the Lakers beat the

Grizzlies in Memphis and

acknowledged that it’s been

on his mind.

Davis ‘excited’
for return game
Wednesday’s contest
will be forward’s first
in New Orleans since
being dealt to Lakers.

By Tania Ganguli

ANTHONY DAVIS and
L.A. have started 14-2.

Robert Gauthier L.A. Times

[See Davis, D5]

Baltimore star’s keen vision and playful spirit have turned heads
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Socal Auto Dealer Marketplace
New and used car dealer specials
Visit

latimes.com/DealerSpecials
to view current new and used car specials from reputable
auto dealerships throughout Southern California.

twitter.com/latimes

PRO CALENDAR

MON TUE WED THU FRI

25 26 27 28 29

LAKERS

at San

Antonio

5:30

SpecSN

at New

Orleans

6:30

SpecSN, ESPN

WASH.

7:30

SpecSN

CLIPPERS

at Dallas

5:30

Prime

at Memphis

5

Prime

at San

Antonio

5:30

Prime

RAMS

BALTIMORE

5:15

ESPN, 7 

CHARGERS

NEXT: SUNDAY AT DENVER, 1:15, CHANNEL 2

KINGS

SAN JOSE 

7:30

FSW

N.Y.

ISLANDERS 

7

FSW

at San Jose

1

FSW

DUCKS

N.Y.

ISLANDERS 

7

Prime

at Arizona

6:30

Ch. 13

WINNIPEG

1

Prime

Shade denotes home game

TIME EVENT ON THE AIR

BASKETBALL

5 p.m. Utah at Milwaukee TV: NBA 

5:30 p.m. Lakers at San Antonio TV: SpecSN 

R: 710, 1330

7:30 p.m. Oklahoma City at Golden State TV: NBA 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

9 a.m. NIT Season Tip-Off, Yale vs. Western Michigan TV: ESPNU

11 a.m. NIT Season Tip-Off, Seattle vs. Bucknell TV: ESPNU

11:30 a.m. Maui Invitational, Georgia vs. Dayton TV: ESPN2 

2 p.m. Maui Invitational, Virginia Tech vs. Michigan State TV: ESPN2 

3 p.m. Fort Myers Tip-Off, Pittsburgh vs. Kansas State TV: FS1

3:30 p.m. Kent State vs. Ohio State TV: Big Ten

4 p.m. Legends Classic, Wisconsin vs. Richmond TV: ESPN2 

4 p.m. Arkansas at Georgia Tech TV: ACC

4 p.m. Hall of Fame Classic, Butler vs. Missouri TV: ESPNU

4 p.m. Chattanooga at Tennessee TV: SEC

5:30 p.m. Fort Myers Tip-Off, Northwestern vs. Bradley TV: FS1

5:30 p.m. Louisiana Tech at Indiana TV: Big Ten

6:30 p.m. Hall of Fame Classic, Stanford vs. Oklahoma TV: ESPN2

8:30 p.m. Maui Invitational, UCLA vs. Brigham Young TV: ESPN2 R: 570

HOCKEY

7 p.m. New York Islanders at Ducks TV: Prime. R: 830

7:30 p.m. San Jose at Kings TV: FSW. R: IHeart

PRO FOOTBALL

5:15 p.m. Baltimore at Rams TV: 7, ESPN,

ESPND R: 710,

93.1, 980

SOCCER

Noon England, Aston Villa vs. Newcastle United TV: NBCSN 

TODAY ON THE AIR

COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

Favorite Line Underdog

La.-Lafayette 2 at Detroit

at Ohio State 18 Kent State

at Florida State 40 Chicago State

Arkansas 1 at Georgia Tech

at Tennessee 231⁄2 Chattanooga

at N. Illinois 5 Oakland

at Green Bay 71⁄2 CS Northridge

at Indiana 10 Louisiana Tech

at San Diego St. 191⁄2 Tennessee State

Northeastern 1 South Alabama

Drake 4 Miami (Ohio)

Wright State 81⁄2 Weber State

Murray State 61⁄2 La Salle

New Mexico State 5 Colorado State

South Florida 1 Loyola of Chicago

Old Dominion 31⁄2 George Mason

Nebraska PK Washington St.

Yale 61⁄2 Western Michigan

Bucknell 21⁄2 Seattle

Illinois State 21⁄2 Grand Canyon

W. Kentucky 11 Fordham

Dayton 1 Georgia

Michigan State 11 Virginia Tech

Chaminade OFF Kansas

Brigham Young 11⁄2 UCLA

Loyola Maryland 3 IUPUI

at Neb.-Omaha 141⁄2 Southern

Kansas State 3 Pittsburgh

Bradley 21⁄2 Northwestern

Wisconsin 6 Richmond

Auburn 61⁄2 New Mexico

Missouri 1 Butler

Oklahoma 51⁄2 Stanford

NHL 

Favorite Underdog

at Florida -138 Buffalo +128

Carolina -190 at Detroit +175

at Arizona -124 Edmonton +114

ODDS

The latest Sports Media
Misery Index, focus on the
Uncomfortable Thanksgiv-
ing Gathering Edition.
Where any degree of discon-
tent may not be smoothed
over by a whipped-up slice
of Don Cherry pie:

Not-so-low
threshold
8 A cartoonish version of

ESPN debater Stephen A.
Smith already exists in real
life. Yet on “The Simpsons,”
a recurring character keeps
popping up named Anger
Watkins.

Popping up on Homer
Simpson’s television,
Watkins’ loutish shtick
partners up with counter-
part Skip Angry — the
yellow-ized version of Skip
Bayless. Watkins and Angry
also have a live but some-
what dormant Twitter
account to help cross pro-
mote their faux show “Anger
vs. Angry.”

There are only so many
ways to conjugate our own
anger management.

Smith reportedly just
signed a five-year contract
extension that pays in the
neighborhood of $8 million
annually, tops on ESPN’s
payroll. Bully for him. Now
there are rumblings Bay-
less, who once left ESPN to
cash in on his own Fox
Sports chatterbox enter-
prise, might reunite with
Smith again on ESPN’s
“First Take.” Bully for us.
Let’s connect some more
synergetic dots and dismal
decimal points.

This new Disney+ inter-
net streaming service
launched last week, with
many ESPN personalities,
like Smith, doing their own
over-the-top social media to
promote the parent compa-
ny’s pet project.

Disney+ includes ar-
chive access to the trove of
“Simpsons” episodes, since

Disney purchased 20th
Century Fox earlier this
year.

What if Disney could
milk “The Simpsons” plat-
form and nudge the real
“Anger vs. Angry” back into
the reality of an art-imi-
tates-life pop culture train
wreck?

Smith, an ex-newspaper
columnist whom ESPN has
already hired, suspended
and fired in the past for
caustic verbiage, hasn’t
really reinvented himself.
He’s simply worn us down to
a point of mild acceptance
and distraction, although a
recent essay in The Ringer
website spins this as a “per-
sonality formerly known as
the Most Hated Man in
Sports Media” who now
demands our “strange new
respect.”

Quite frankly, we re-
spectfully decline that
strange old premise. It feels
chock-full of the same toxins
and byproducts in the beef
jerky Smith shills for in his
current sponsor portfolio.

If only we could seek out
a place like Deadspin to find
a way to mold our melan-
cholia into something man-
ageable. But then the com-
pany’s new management
has managed to turn that
into another pile of aban-
doned dread.
8 A quote by ESPN Ma-

jor League Baseball analyst/
New York Mets special
general manager advisor
Jessica Mendoza buried at
the end of a story posted by
The Athletic implies she
feels stuck in some journal-
ist purgatory, singled out by
teams like the Dodgers who
don’t want to give her access
to their locker rooms be-
cause of her role with a rival
team.

“I want to know where
the sport stands,” Mendoza
said. “That’s where I think
my frustration is. … There
was no objection when I
took the job. Then all of a
sudden, it’s become an
issue. … I do want some

clarity from the sport that
I’m covering.”

Let’s keep it simple in
today’s Houston Astros
sign-stealing era: You may
be told you can have “it all,”
whatever that means, but
you actually really can’t
have it both ways. This
should be a universal policy
of restrictive access to all
potential conflicts of inter-
ested parties. Unless you
work for a local MLB team
and any semblance of neu-
trality and confidentiality
with your broadcast partner
is clearly waived.

Medium
double-down 
8 Did you hear the one

about the guy in Las Vegas
who put down $20 on a
12-team parlay, hit on 11 and
just needed (fill in the
blank) to win $50,000 — but
it didn’t come through! Gee
whiz, if only. …

The more states that
legalize sports betting, the
more yarns like this appear
in today’s media — ESPN-
.com had that one above —
and more permeate from
sites such as The Action
Network and VSiN. The
intended consequences of
trying to normalize gam-
bling by framing it as a
human interest piece is that
it borders on irresponsibil-
ity. The reality is many more
cautionary tales, a by-
product of the odds stacked
against anyone who par-
takes in it.

And if we could double
down on this, more of these
stories are as compelling as
someone yammering on
about their March Madness
pool or FanDuel/Draft
Kings fantasies.

We get it. You almost
won. You didn’t. That’s why
it’s called a gamble.

(Also for what it’s worth:
Just saw a screening of the
upcoming Adam Sandler
movie “Uncut Gems.” If that
doesn’t prevent anyone
from thinking they’ve got

the glamour life of sports
gambling figured out …)
8 The 50th season of

“Monday Night Football”
has just a few weeks left,
thankfully. The ESPN
trucks pull into the down-
town L.A. circumference
one last time for the Rams-
Baltimore contest Monday
night at the Coliseum. 

This season of a Joe
Tessitore-Anthony
“Booger” McFarland duo
isn’t addition by subtrac-
tion. It may battle each
week with AMC’s “The
Walking Dead” for top-rated
cable show, but we’re not
sure which show title most
accurately fits the program.
It can still be fixed for the
next half-century. Espe-
cially if ABC/ESPN might
want to hire away free agent
Tony Romo from CBS.

Higher tolerance
8 Lindsey Vonn has

experienced enough de-
grees of miserableness. We
find new respect for the
retired Olympic skier with
the HBO documentary
“The Final Season” airing
Tuesday (10 p.m. to 11:30
p.m.), narrated by Liev
Schreiber. 

It’s beautifully shot with
an emotional climax allow-
ing the 35-year-old to come
to grips with how horrible
injuries shouldn’t define
her. It’s just part of the deal.
The fact it’s revealed that
she once wrote an essay at 8
years old describing how
she wanted to be the great-
est skier of all time will
hopefully provide her com-
fort and resolution.
8 Few if any better Twit-

ter feeds exist on a college
football Saturday than John
Walter’s Medium Happy,
feeding into his Medium
Happy blog and pieces for
The Athletic. Another
splendid performance this
season for the former News-
week, NBC Sports and
Sports Illustrated writer
who has found happiness
waiting on tables.

SPORTS MEDIA

No arguing a ‘First Take’ II
By Tom Hoffarth

The Cleveland Browns
played the Miami Dolphins
on Sunday, but it appears
many of them, and their
fans, still had the Nov. 14
fight with the Pittsburgh
Steelers on their mind.

Last week, Browns de-
fensive end Myles Garrett
was suspended for the rest
of the season for ripping off
Steelers quarterback Ma-
son Rudolph’s helmet and
hitting him in the head with
it during Cleveland’s 21-7
victory. During his appeal
with the NFL, Garrett ac-
cused Rudolph of inciting
him with a racial slur, which
Rudolph denied.

At Sunday’s game, some
Cleveland tailgaters had a
Rudolph piñata, and blind-
folded fans tried to hit it
with a Pittsburgh helmet.
There is video of it on Cleve-
land.com.

Also, Browns owner Dee
Haslam showed up to the
game with Garrett’s No. 95
on her cap in a show of sup-
port.

So, if you want to be
popular in Cleveland, just
hit someone in the head
with a hard object. Then
again, they may have found
some sort of weird good luck
charm. The Browns de-
feated Miami 41-24, while
Rudolph was benched
during Pittsburgh’s 16-10
victory over 0-11 Cincinnati.

It’s Vea, by a pound
Vita Vea of the Tampa

Bay Buccaneers became the
heaviest player in NFL
history to score an offensive
touchdown when he scored
on a one-yard reception
Sunday against the Atlanta
Falcons. 

Vea, who weighs 347
pounds and is usually a nose
tackle, was pass eligible for

the play and grabbed a toss
from Jameis Winston on a
roll-out to give the Bucca-
neers a 19-10 lead on their
way to victory.

Vea’s touchdown breaks
the mark held by 346-pound
Dontari Poe, who scored
with Kansas City in 2016.

But here’s the best stat
on Vea: His full name is
Tevita Tuli‘aki‘ono Tuipu-
lotu Mosese Va‘hae Fehoko
Faletau Vea.

Your favorite 
sports moment

What is your all-time
favorite local sports mo-
ment? Email me at hous-
ton.mitchell@latimes.com
and tell me what it is and
why, and it could appear in a
future Sports newsletter or
Morning Briefing.

This moment comes
from Perry Grant of Arca-
dia:

“May 1968, the week
before finals. Studying too
much and had to take a
break. Went over to Pauley
Pavilion to shoot some
hoops. The four side bas-
kets were down so there
were six open half courts.
Got into a three-on-three
game. There were three
games going on.

“The door on the west
end opened up and in
walked six more players. All
three games immediately
stopped, because the best
collegiate basketball team

in the nation (maybe of all
time) had just walked in,
plus one. Lew Alcindor
(later Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar), Lynn Shackelford,
Kenny Heitz, Lucius Allen
and Mike Warren and the
plus-one. The six quickly
chose teams and started
playing. I did not know the
name of the plus-one. He
seemed almost as tall as
Alcindor and very athletic. I
figured him to be a pro. He
was that good and he
blocked one of Alcindor’s
skyhooks [I know, I know.
Everybody tells me that’s
impossible but I know what
I saw].

“I turned to the guy next
to me and said, ‘Who the
heck is that?’ He said, ‘You
really don’t know who that
is? That’s Sidney Wicks; he
was at Santa Monica Col-
lege this past year but he’ll
be here next year to help us
win another title.’

“And he came and did
exactly that.” 

MORNING BRIEFING

Browns fans beat up a Rudolph piñata

VITA VEA, Tampa Bay’s 347-pound defensive lineman, became the heaviest play-
er in NFL history to make a touchdown catch Sunday against Atlanta.

Curtis Compton Atlanta Journal-Constitution

By Houston Mitchell

twitter.com/latimes
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More than a week after
Colin Kaepernick’s NFL
workout fell apart, disagree-
ments and distrust about it
remain on issues such as its
timing, who was invited and
who could film the quarter-
back.

In conversations with the
Associated Press, repre-
sentatives from both sides
blamed each other for what
went wrong Nov. 16. Kaeper-
nick’s side said the NFL or-
chestrated a workout as a
public relations stunt des-
tined to fail, while the league
said it gave him a real chance
to show off his skills — and
he didn’t show up.

A total of 25 teams were
supposed to attend the
league’s workout run by two
former head coaches at the
Atlanta Falcons’ practice fa-
cility. Instead, Kaepernick
ditched that workout and
threw passes in front of rep-
resentatives from eight NFL
teams at his own event at a
site 60 miles away.

Kaepernick, who led the
San Francisco 49ers to the
Super Bowl seven years ago,
hasn’t played since 2016,
when he sparked a wave of
protests and divisive debate
by kneeling during the na-
tional anthem to protest po-
lice brutality and racial in-
justice. In February, the
league settled a collusion
grievance filed by Kaeper-
nick and Eric Reid, a former
49ers safety who now plays
for the Carolina Panthers.

GOLF

Kim’s putt wins
her $1.5 million

Sei Young Kim made the
putt of her life, a 25-foot bird-
ie on the final hole of the sea-
son-ending CME Group
Tour Championship in
Naples, Fla., to win $1.5 mil-
lion, the richest prize in the
history of women’s golf.

The South Korean closed
with a two-under-par 70 to
finish at 18-under 270 at Tib-
uron Golf Club. Runner-up
Charley Hull of England
shot a 66 before Kim sank
her birdie putt on the par-
four 18th, then pumped her
fists in disbelief. 

Jon Rahm of Spain is
$5 million richer after cap-
turing the Race to Dubai ti-
tle on the European Tour by
winning the season-ending
World Tour Championship
in Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates, with a birdie on the fi-
nal hole. Rahm, who goes to
No. 3 in the world with the
victory, shot a final-round 68
and finished at 19-under 269.

Tyler Duncan made a 12-
foot birdie putt on the sec-
ond hole of a playoff with
Webb Simpson to win the
RSM Classic in St. Simons
Island, Ga., for his first PGA
Tour title. Duncan shot a

five-under 65 on Sea Island’s
Seaside Course, and Simp-
son closed with a 67. They
finished at 19-under 263.

ETC.

USC, UCLA
women advance

Natalie Ward scored a
goal late in the first half, and
the USC women’s soccer
team beat visiting Santa
Clara 1-0 to advance to the
quarterfinals of the NCAA
soccer tournament. 

Kaylie Collins earned
the shutout for the Trojans
(17-4-1). The Broncos fin-
ished 15-6-2. USC advances
to face North Carolina on
Friday in Chapel Hill. The
Tar Heels were NCAA run-
ners-up last season.

Mia Fishel and Viviana
Villacorta scored second-
half goals, and host UCLA
defeated Wisconsin 2-0 to
advance to the NCAA
quarterfinals for a third con-
secutive year. Teagan Micah
picked up the shutout for the
Bruins (17-4-1). The Badgers
finished 16-4-2. UCLA will
play defending NCAA cham-
pion Florida State on Friday
in Tallahassee.

The Pomona-Pitzer
women’s soccer team
reached the NCAA Division
III semifinals for the first
time, prevailing on penalty
kicks to defeat Washington
University (Mo.) in St. Louis
after the teams played to a
0-0 draw. The Sagehens will
play William Smith on Dec. 6
in Greensboro, N.C.

Officials in New Haven,
Conn., said 42 people were
charged with disorderly con-
duct after a protest inter-
rupted Saturday’s football
game between rivals Har-
vard and Yale. Students and
alumni from both schools
occupied midfield at the
Yale Bowl during a halftime
protest. Some held banners
urging their colleges to act
on climate change. 

El Monte High was de-
clared Southern Section Di-
vision 12 football champion
after the Southern Section
announced the semifinal
game between Adelanto and
Perris Orange Vista would
be a double forfeit because of
ejections following a fight. El
Monte will play in a state
bowl game in two weeks.

— Eric Sondheimer

In Madrid, Rafael Nadal
beat Denis Shapovalov 6-3,
7-6 (7) to clinch Spain’s sixth
Davis Cup title with a 2-0 win
over Canada. 

Andrew Harris ran for
134 yards and a touchdown
and caught a scoring pass as
the Winnipeg Blue Bombers
won their first Grey Cup title
since 1990 with a 33-12 victory
over the Hamilton Tiger-
Cats in Calgary, Alberta.

THE DAY IN SPORTS

Kaepernick,
NFL still differ
over workout
staff and wire reports

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Pacific W L OL Pts GF GA

Edmonton 16 7 3 35 85 73

Arizona 14 8 3 31 71 58

Vancouver 12 8 4 28 78 69

Vegas 11 10 4 26 75 73

San Jose 12 11 1 25 69 80

Calgary 11 12 3 25 65 80

DUCKS 10 11 3 23 65 75

KINGS 9 13 1 19 60 79

Central W L OL Pts GF GA

St. Louis 14 5 5 33 72 66

Dallas 14 8 2 30 68 57

Winnipeg 14 9 1 29 68 73

Colorado 13 8 2 28 81 69

Nashville 10 9 3 23 78 76

Chicago 9 9 5 23 66 69

Minnesota 9 11 3 21 64 77

Note: Overtime or shootout losses are worth one
point.

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Metropolitan W L OL Pts GF GA

Washington 16 4 5 37 91 75

N.Y. Islanders 16 3 2 34 68 51

Carolina 15 8 1 31 83 68

Pittsburgh 12 7 4 28 78 60

Philadelphia 11 7 5 27 70 71

N.Y. Rangers 10 9 2 22 71 76

Columbus 9 9 4 22 58 73

New Jersey 8 10 4 20 57 79

Atlantic W L OL Pts GF GA

Boston 15 3 5 35 83 60

Florida 12 7 5 29 88 89

Montreal 11 7 5 27 80 75

Toronto 11 10 4 26 81 85

Buffalo 11 9 3 25 67 68

Tampa Bay 11 7 2 24 75 66

Ottawa 11 11 1 23 65 71

Detroit 7 16 3 17 59 98

NHL STANDINGS

RESULTS

BUFFALO 5

AT FLORIDA 2

Zemgus Girgensons scored twice and Linus Ullmark made

43 saves as the Sabres snapped a three-game slide. 

CAROLINA 2

AT DETROIT 0

James Reimer made 19 saves for his 22nd career shutout

and the Red Wings lost their sixth consecutive game. 

EDMONTON 4

AT ARIZONA 3 (SO)

Connor McDavid scored the only goal of the shootout,

and the Oilers have won three of four on a five-game trip.

For complete NHL summaries, go to latimes.com/sports/scores

TODAY’S GAMES 

New York Islanders at DUCKS, 7 p.m. San Jose at KINGS, 7:30 p.m.

Buffalo at Tampa Bay, 4 p.m. Ottawa at Columbus, 4 p.m.

Vancouver at Philadelphia, 4 p.m. Calgary at Pittsburgh, 4 p.m.

Minnesota at New York Rangers, 4 p.m. St. Louis at Nashville, 5 p.m.

Vegas at Dallas, 5:30 p.m.

TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Minnesota at New Jersey, 4 p.m. Boston at Montreal, 4 p.m.

Dallas at Chicago, 5 p.m.

his calm, composed pres-
ence.

It’s the nature of his job.
While coaching staffs turn
over, most NHL training
staffs rarely change. In
Kingsley’s case, the well-
built and warm-natured
western Massachusetts na-
tive — recognizable by his
short dark hair and gruffly
faded New England accent
— has seen all the highs and
lows of a franchise that has
run the gamut of emotions
since his arrival more than a
decade ago.

“We have a full staff of
doctors that I report to,”
Kingsley said, before chuck-
ling. “If you ask them, they
say, ‘Well, we actually report
to you.’ I’m like the coordina-
tor. It’s a great challenge. Ev-
ery day, something new.”

Over the years, Kingsley
has learned to live with the
inevitable: “Things are going
to happen,” he concedes.

Still, there are some
things that can never be fully
prepared for.

“It was a hard day,” for-
ward Dustin Brown said.
“When you hear news like
that from someone you see
every day and work with ev-
ery day, it’s a bit of a shock.” 

::

There is a special role
trainers play on hockey
teams. Short of stepping on
the ice, they experience al-
most everything their play-
ers do. The same long hours.
The same constant stress.
The same need to put up a
facade, and make others feel
like everything is all right.

“Whether you don’t feel
good, you have colds, you
have the same colds they get,
maybe you get a touch of the
flu — you never let them
know it,” Kingsley ex-
plained, likening his staff to
the “barometer” of the team.
“You never want to show
anything.”

Fighting cancer, howev-
er, was something he simply
couldn’t hide. Kingsley al-
ways feared he’d one day
hear the diagnosis. Much
the way hockey runs
through Kingsley’s family, so
does the disease.

It took his mother’s life in
2017. His father and grand-
father both battled bouts of
prostate cancer — one of the
most common and curable
forms for men, with almost
175,000 estimated cases in
the U.S. each year and a
near-100% survival rate.
Though Kingsley was only 50
when he went in for routine
blood work last September,
his prostate-specific antigen
(PSA) levels came back
high.

First, doctors tried anti-
biotics. Six weeks later, he
was referred to a urologist
for a biopsy. In mid-Novem-
ber, Kingsley went on the
Kings’ three-game trip while
awaiting the results. When

he returned home, his world
changed.

“When you get told that
you have cancer, you think,
‘OK,’ ” Kingsley said, his
voice still straining at the
memory almost a year later.
“That hit home. So this is
real, something I’m going to
face head-on.”

Telling his family was tor-
tuous. His wife, Susan, was
hit hard. His kids — Jona-
than, 21, and Jaclyn, 18 —
took it even harder.

“My son internalizes
everything,” Kingsley said.
“So he relayed a lot of his
feelings to my wife: ‘Is Dad
going to be OK?’ Yup, he’s
going to be fine. Telling my
daughter, as soon as I men-
tion what I have, she breaks
down. She hears cancer, she
hears surgery, she thinks the
worst.”

Telling the team wasn’t
any easier.

Kingsley needed robotic-
assisted surgery, but was
told it could wait a month or
two. So, he initially tried lob-
bying Kings general man-
ager Rob Blake and Presi-
dent Luc Robitaille to not
take time off from the only
NHL job he has ever known.
He didn’t want to step away,
didn’t know how to. His
bosses gave him no choice.

“You take care of every-
body else,” they said. “Now
it’s time you take care of
yourself, or you won’t be able
to take care of anybody.”

::

Pierre McGuire talks
about the tips often.

Months before Kingsley
was diagnosed, McGuire, an
NBC television hockey ana-
lyst, battled prostate cancer
in January 2018. Since mak-
ing his prognosis public,
more than a dozen people
around the sport — from
general managers, to broad-
casters, to trainers — have
reached out to McGuire to
share or seek advice about
their own bouts with the dis-
ease. “You’ve got to be real
positive about it,” McGuire
said. “You don’t want to
bring yourself down. You
don’t want to bring your sup-
port team down either.”

Kingsley remembers Mc-
Guire’s suggestions being
two-fold.

The first part was simple:
“Walk. Walk. Walk.”

That’s what McGuire did
in 2018. After having his own
surgery on Jan. 4 of that year,
he targeted a return in time
to cover the 2018 Winter
Olympics. So a day after
leaving the hospital, he
walked two miles. Within
weeks, he worked up to four
miles per day. And when the
Games kicked off in
Pyeongchang, South Korea,
that February, McGuire was
back on the air.

Kingsley set his goal. He
wanted to recover from his
Dec. 11 surgery in time to re-
join the Kings after Febru-

ary’s All-Star break. In the
hospital, he did laps around
the hallway while dragging
his IV pole. At his Hermosa
Beach house, he conquered
the stairs. Before long, he
was trekking up and down
the beachfront to the pier
and back.

Kingsley also tried to stay
in touch with the team,
working on injury reports
and recovery plans from
home. His guard still up, he
did his best to act as if noth-
ing was wrong. He hid the
pain ravaging inside.

“It was hard, painful
sometimes, just to get out of
bed,” Kinglsey said, recalling
the side effects of a surgery
that cured his cancer but
carved up his core. “I didn’t
want anybody to see me do-
ing it, because it was hard. I
rigged some sheets and kept
pulling myself so I could get
up. Your whole core has been
disrupted. It hurt to sneeze
or cough. But you just chal-
lenge yourself. I said, ‘I hold
my athletes accountable.
I’ve got to hold myself ac-
countable.’ ”

It was the kind of hard ex-
terior often extolled in
hockey. Such is the culture of
a sport that often keeps vul-
nerabilities cloaked inside
and pushes emotions to the
back burner. Players and
staff alike try to act invinci-
ble, even if they aren’t.

It made the second half of
McGuire’s advice simple:
“You’re not always going to
be a tough guy. It’s just the
reality of life.”

McGuire’s moment of
truth came about a week
into his recovery. After re-
turning home from another
long walk around his Con-
necticut neighborhood, he
couldn’t get his catheter to
drain. His wife wasn’t home,
but his 17-year-old daughter
was. Reluctantly, he had to
ask for her help.

“I was so frustrated,” Mc-
Guire said. “I said, ‘Honey, I
hate to do this to you, but
you’re going to have to help
me.’ I felt terrible … I was
ready to start crying.”

Instead, his daughter
laughed his worries away.

“She’s like, ‘Dad, it’s
OK,’ ” McGuire said. “She
was smiling and joking at
me. It helped me let my
guard down.”

It’s perhaps the most
pertinent lesson McGuire
passes on now. The difficul-
ties of the disease can’t be in-
ternalized or locked away.
Cancer is a challenge that
can’t be conquered alone.

“It’s so important that
you have a strong support
staff around you,” he said,
“that are just going to pump
you up when you’re a little bit
down, and kick your butt
when you need it.” 

::

For Kingsley, the stun-
ning silver lining came in the
weeks after his procedure.

Upon receiving his diag-
nosis last winter, Kingsley
called his younger brother,
Steve, to share the news. Not
long after, Steve, then 48,
was diagnosed with prostate
cancer too.

Kingsley, still finishing
his own recovery, was able to
support his brother through
an almost identical struggle:
high PSA levels, a positive
biopsy, a robotic-assisted
surgery, a painful recovery. 

“It definitely takes the
wind out of your sails, get-
ting that phone call from my
brother or my own diagnos-
is,” said Steve, a commercial
real estate advisor in Bos-
ton. “But, it’s come a long
way. The procedures and the
detection and the success
rate. So I felt like he was go-
ing to be in good hands and I
was going to be in good
hands too.”

If it wasn’t clear to Kings-
ley already, his brother’s bat-
tle crystalized it. He wanted
to become a front-facing
part of the fight. As the pres-
ident of the Professional
Hockey Athletic Trainers,
Kingsley stood at the front of
a hotel ballroom in Austin,
Texas, during their annual
seminar and shared his
story. He still got choked up.
But this time, he wanted the
attention.

“Some of them were
shocked,” Kingsley said.
“Hopefully, it opened their
eyes. We’re all in that same
demographic. We’re getting
older. You turn 50, 51, 52 —
not that we’re old but this is
when these things affect us.
So I said, ‘Know your history,
talk to your Dad, talk to your
grandfather.’ ”

During the Kings’
Hockey Fight Cancer game
at Staples Center on Sat-
urday, Kingsley smiled as he
looked around at the rink,
gazing at the purple warm-
up jerseys, purple neckties,
purple “I Fight For...” signs
that have helped make many
types of cancer — prostate
included — curable.

Kingsley is actively in-
volved in that fight now. For
the first time, he grew a mus-
tache for November’s can-
cer-awareness month. 

After keeping his condi-
tion under wraps last year,
he opened up about his bat-
tle and all the difficulties
that came with it. He knows
he is an example now, em-
bodying the importance of
awareness, detection and
decision.

“I can be an advocate,” he
said. “I had a good outcome,
and I’d feel the same if I
didn’t. It can happen to any
of us, at any time. Cancer
doesn’t select when and
where and who. It does hap-
pen. When you hear it, it’s
hard.”

He paused, then recited
the advice he gives to anyone
who will listen.

“Take care of yourself,”
he said. “That’s the main
thing.”

CHRIS KINGSLEY, who recovered from prostate cancer, is back on the job as the Kings’ trainer. He now
joins the fight against cancer and helps others to be aware. “It can happen to any of us, at any time,” he says.

Gina Ferazzi Los Angeles Times

After cancer diagnosis,
trainer called a timeout
[Kings, from D1]
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NBA

Standings have been arranged to reflect how the teams will be deter-
mined for the playoffs. Teams are ranked 1-15 by record. Division
standing no longer has any bearing on the rankings. The top eight
teams in each conference make the playoffs, and the top-seeded
team would play the eighth-seeded team, the seventh team would
play the second, etc. Head-to-head competition is the first of several
tiebreakers, followed by conference record. (Western Conference di-
visions: S-Southwest; P-Pacific; N-Northwest; Eastern Conference
divisions: A-Atlantic; C-Central; S-Southeast). 

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Team W L PCT GB L10 Rk.

1. LAKERS 14 2 .875 9-1 P1

2. Denver 12 3 .800 11⁄2 9-1 N1

3. CLIPPERS 12 5 .706 21⁄2 7-3 P2

4. Dallas 11 5 .688 3 7-3 S1

4. Utah 11 5 .688 3 7-3 N2

6. Houston 11 6 .647 31⁄2 7-3 S2

7. Minnesota 8 8 .500 6 4-6 N3

7. Phoenix 8 8 .500 6 4-6 P3

9. Sacramento 7 8 .467 1⁄2 7-3 P4

10. New Orleans 6 11 .353 21⁄2 5-5 S3

10. San Antonio 6 11 .353 21⁄2 2-8 S4

12. Memphis 5 10 .333 21⁄2 4-6 S5

12. Oklahoma City 5 10 .333 21⁄2 4-6 N4

14. Portland 5 12 .294 31⁄2 2-8 N5

15. Golden State 3 14 .176 51⁄2 1-9 P5

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Team W L PCT GB L10 Rk.

1. Milwaukee 13 3 .813 9-1 C1

2. Boston 11 4 .733 11⁄2 7-3 A1

2. Miami 11 4 .733 11⁄2 7-3 S1

2. Toronto 11 4 .733 11⁄2 7-3 A2

5. Philadelphia 11 5 .688 2 6-4 A3

6. Indiana 9 6 .600 31⁄2 7-3 C2

7. Brooklyn 8 8 .500 5 6-4 A4

8. Orlando 6 9 .400 61⁄2 4-6 S2

9. Washington 5 9 .357 1⁄2 4-6 S3

10. Charlotte 6 11 .353 1 2-8 S4

10. Chicago 6 11 .353 1 4-6 C3

12. Cleveland 5 11 .313 11⁄2 3-7 C4

12. Detroit 5 11 .313 11⁄2 3-7 C5

14. Atlanta 4 12 .250 21⁄2 1-9 S5

15. New York 4 13 .235 3 3-7 A5

STANDINGS

Luka Doncic scored 41 points

and Tim Hardaway Jr. had a sea-

son-high 31 for the Dallas Maver-

icks, who never trailed in a 137-123

victory over the host Houston

Rockets on Sunday.

The Mavericks scored 45 points

in the first quarter and were up 78-

60 at halftime. Hardaway had 19

points in the half, Doncic 17 and

Kristaps Porzingis 15.

Dallas has won five consecutive

games and has scored at least 137

points in the last three. Houston

has lost three games in a row after

winning eight in a row.

James Harden had 32 points for

the Rockets but made only two of

15 three-point shots. Houston

made only 10 of 44 three-point tries.

Harden was asked what the

Rockets did wrong defensively.

“Everything,” he said. “We al-

lowed them to do whatever they

wanted to do from the beginning of

the game, and when you give a

team like that comfort, they gain

confidence. And that’s what they

did.”

Dallas focused on getting off to a

good start.

“It was important,” Hardaway

said. “We wanted to make sure we

came out of the gate with some fire-

power, some energy.”

Sacramento 113, at Washington
106: Harrison Barnes matched his

season high with 26 points, Bojan

Bogdanovic had 21 points and the

Kings won for the seventh time in

the last 10 games. Bradley Beal led

the Wizards with 20 points, ending

a string of 30 points or more at a ca-

reer-best five games. Sacramento

held Washington, which has the

NBA’s second-ranked offense, to

49 points after the break.

at Denver 116, Phoenix 104: Paul

Millsap scored 23 points, Jamal

Murray and Will Barton each had

22 and the Nuggets won their fifth

consecutive game. Suns guard

Devin Booker had a season-low 12

points. Booker went into the game

averaging 26.2 points in November.

Cheick Diallo led Phoenix with a

career-high 22 points, and Dario

Saric had a career-best 17 re-

bounds to go with 18 points. 

Brooklyn 103, at New York 101:
Spencer Dinwiddie scored 30

points, and the Nets won their

third game in a row. Dinwiddie has

scored 20 points or more in a ca-

reer-best five consecutive games

after stepping into the starting

lineup in place of injured Kyrie Ir-

ving. The Nets had a 27-9 advan-

tage in free-throw points.

at Clippers 134, New Orleans 109
— associated press

RESULTS

Big first quarter gets
Mavericks rolling

DALLAS 137, HOUSTON 123

Nuggets 116, Suns 104 

PHOENIX
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Oubre Jr. .......29 4-12 2-2 1-3 2 2 10

Saric ............33 7-11 0-0 0-17 2 4 18

Kaminsky ......19 3-7 1-1 1-4 3 4 7

Booker .........33 5-13 1-1 0-1 5 1 12

T.Johnson......16 2-4 1-2 0-0 3 1 7

Diallo ...........35 10-12 2-2 4-6 1 3 22

Okobo ..........28 6-11 1-2 0-2 4 1 16

C.Johnson .....21 2-7 0-0 0-0 1 1 6

Bridges.........16 1-3 2-2 0-1 1 0 4

Carter ............6 1-2 0-0 1-2 3 1 2

Totals 41-82 10-12 7-36 25 18 104

Shooting: Field goals, 50.0%; free throws, 83.3%
Three-point goals: 12-35 (Saric 4-6, Okobo 3-4,

T.Johnson 2-3, C.Johnson 2-6, Booker 1-7, Bridges
0-2, Kaminsky 0-3, Oubre Jr. 0-4). Team Rebounds:
5. Team Turnovers: 12 (12 PTS). Blocked Shots: 2
(Diallo, Saric). Turnovers: 12 (Booker 5, Diallo 2,
T.Johnson 2, C.Johnson, Carter, Oubre Jr.). Steals: 4
(Bridges, Kaminsky, Okobo, Oubre Jr.). Technical
Fouls: None. 

DENVER
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Barton..........32 8-18 2-2 5-8 4 2 22

Millsap .........26 6-12 9-9 3-5 0 4 23

Jokic ............32 4-9 0-0 4-13 5 2 8

Harris ...........35 2-7 1-2 0-1 3 2 6

Murray..........34 9-21 0-0 1-7 3 1 22

Grant ...........21 1-3 1-3 1-5 0 0 3

Plumlee ........15 6-10 2-4 4-7 2 1 14

Morris ..........13 4-5 1-3 0-3 4 0 10

Beasley ........10 2-4 0-0 1-2 2 2 6

Hernangomez ..9 0-0 0-0 0-1 0 1 0

Porter Jr. .........7 1-2 0-0 0-0 1 1 2

Craig..............1 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0

Totals 43-91 16-23 19-52 24 16 116

Shooting: Field goals, 47.3%; free throws, 69.6%
Three-point goals: 14-31 (Barton 4-7, Murray 4-

11, Beasley 2-2, Millsap 2-5, Morris 1-1, Harris 1-3,
Jokic 0-1, Porter Jr. 0-1). Team Rebounds: 5. Team
Turnovers: 10 (10 PTS). Blocked Shots: 2 (Grant,
Plumlee). Turnovers: 10 (Beasley 2, Hernangomez 2,
Plumlee 2, Barton, Harris, Jokic, Morris). Steals: 4
(Jokic 2, Barton, Murray). Technical Fouls: None. 

Phoenix 28 29 20 27— 104

Denver 28 24 27 37— 116

A—19,520. T—1:59. O—Sean Corbin, Nick
Buchert, Brett Nansel 

NBA

TODAY’S GAMES

Favorite Line Underdog Time

LAKERS 5 at San Antonio 5:30 p.m.

at Detroit 41⁄2 Orlando 4 p.m.

at Indiana 9 Memphis 4 p.m.

at Cleveland PK Brooklyn 4 p.m.

at Toronto PK Philadelphia 4:30 p.m.

at Boston OFF Sacramento 4:30 p.m.

at Miami 101⁄2 Charlotte 4:30 p.m.

Minnesota 4 at Atlanta 4:30 p.m.

at Milwaukee OFF Utah 5 p.m.

at Chicago 1 Portland 5 p.m.

at Golden State OFF Oklahoma City 7:30 p.m.

Mavericks 137, Rockets 123 

DALLAS
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Finney-Smith .32 4-11 2-2 3-10 1 3 12

Porzingis .......33 9-17 3-4 4-13 3 5 23

Powell ..........25 1-1 0-2 1-5 1 3 2

Doncic .........34 15-29 6-8 0-6 10 3 41

Hardaway Jr. ..38 10-18 6-7 2-4 5 1 31

Kleber ..........25 3-5 3-3 0-2 1 4 11

Wright ..........22 4-11 1-1 2-4 5 1 9

Curry............15 1-4 0-0 0-1 1 1 2

Jackson ..........9 1-4 0-0 0-2 0 1 3

Brunson .........2 1-1 1-1 0-0 1 0 3

Totals 49-101 22-28 12-47 28 22 137

Shooting: Field goals, 48.5%; free throws, 78.6%
Three-point goals: 17-44 (Hardaway Jr. 5-11,

Doncic 5-14, Kleber 2-4, Finney-Smith 2-5,
Porzingis 2-5, Jackson 1-2, Curry 0-1, Wright 0-2).
Team Rebounds: 12. Team Turnovers: 14 (18 PTS).
Blocked Shots: 5 (Powell 2, Doncic, Finney-Smith,
Porzingis). Turnovers: 14 (Doncic 6, Kleber 2, Powell
2, Finney-Smith, Hardaway Jr., Porzingis, Wright).
Steals: 9 (Doncic 2, Hardaway Jr. 2, Porzingis 2,
Curry, Finney-Smith, Powell). Technical Fouls: None. 

HOUSTON
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

House Jr. ......34 5-12 3-4 1-2 0 3 16

Tucker ..........35 7-10 0-0 1-5 2 2 16

Capela .........35 10-16 1-5 10-22 3 3 21

Harden .........41 11-24 8-10 1-9 11 5 32

Westbrook.....37 8-20 9-10 0-5 6 5 27

Rivers...........22 2-7 0-0 1-1 2 5 4

McLemore.....21 0-6 2-2 0-5 0 2 2

Chandler.........3 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 1 0

Sefolosha .......2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0

Hartenstein .....1 1-1 0-0 0-1 0 0 2

Clemons .........1 0-1 0-0 0-2 2 0 0

Clark..............1 1-1 0-0 0-0 0 0 3

Totals 45-98 23-31 14-52 26 26 123

Shooting: Field goals, 45.9%; free throws, 74.2%
Three-point goals: 10-44 (House Jr. 3-8, Tucker

2-5, Westbrook 2-5, Harden 2-15, Clark 1-1,
Clemons 0-1, Rivers 0-3, McLemore 0-6). Team Re-
bounds: 8. Team Turnovers: 11 (19 PTS). Blocked
Shots: 2 (McLemore, Tucker). Turnovers: 11 (Harden
6, Westbrook 4, Capela). Steals: 7 (Capela 2, Tucker
2, Harden, House Jr., Westbrook). Technical Fouls:
None. 

Dallas 45 33 27 32— 137

Houston 29 31 35 28— 123

A—18,055. T—2:11. O—Sean Wright, Mitchell
Ervin, Derrick Collins 

Nets 103, Knicks 101 

BROOKLYN
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Harris ...........29 4-13 2-2 0-1 1 3 13

Prince ..........34 6-14 0-0 1-11 5 4 14

J.Allen ..........31 5-9 8-11 4-10 1 2 18

Dinwiddie .....35 7-17 13-14 0-4 4 2 30

Temple .........35 4-9 0-1 0-0 0 2 12

Musa ...........21 2-6 0-2 0-3 3 0 5

Shumpert......19 1-2 2-2 0-0 1 2 5

Pinson..........17 0-4 0-0 0-1 2 0 0

Jordan ..........16 2-3 2-2 2-5 1 1 6

Totals 31-77 27-34 7-35 18 16 103

Shooting: Field goals, 40.3%; free throws, 79.4%
Three-point goals: 14-38 (Temple 4-8, Dinwiddie

3-8, Harris 3-8, Prince 2-7, Shumpert 1-2, Musa
1-3, Pinson 0-2). Team Rebounds: 14. Team Turn-
overs: 11 (14 PTS). Blocked Shots: 1 (Jordan). Turn-
overs: 11 (Harris 2, Musa 2, Pinson 2, Prince 2,
Shumpert 2, Jordan). Steals: 6 (Temple 2, J.Allen,
Musa, Pinson, Shumpert). Technical Fouls: None. 

NEW YORK
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Morris Sr. ......32 9-17 1-2 2-4 0 2 26

Randle .........31 6-10 2-4 1-8 4 2 15

Gibson .........20 4-5 0-1 4-8 1 3 8

Knox II..........17 1-4 2-2 0-3 3 4 5

Ntilikina........31 3-11 1-1 0-3 5 3 8

Ellington .......28 4-8 0-0 0-3 2 2 12

Dotson .........20 3-7 1-2 0-5 1 1 8

Smith Jr. .......20 4-11 0-0 0-2 5 2 10

Robinson ......19 2-2 2-4 2-3 0 6 6

Portis ...........17 1-5 0-0 0-4 1 4 3

Totals 37-80 9-16 9-43 22 29 101

Shooting: Field goals, 46.3%; free throws, 56.3%
Three-point goals: 18-35 (Morris Sr. 7-8, Elling-

ton 4-7, Smith Jr. 2-4, Randle 1-2, Dotson 1-3, Knox
II 1-3, Portis 1-3, Ntilikina 1-5). Team Rebounds: 11.
Team Turnovers: 16 (23 PTS). Blocked Shots: 4 (Rob-
inson 3, Knox II). Turnovers: 16 (Portis 4, Dotson 3,
Morris Sr. 3, Robinson 3, Randle 2, Smith Jr.).
Steals: 6 (Dotson, Gibson, Knox II, Morris Sr., Portis,
Smith Jr.). Technical Fouls: coach Pat Sullivan, 5:54
third 

Brooklyn 29 23 30 21— 103

New York 22 24 26 29— 101

A—18,770. T—2:23. O—Natalie Sago, Mark Lind-
say, Ben Taylor 

Kings 113, Wizards 106 

SACRAMENTO
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Barnes .........34 7-8 9-11 0-4 1 1 26

Bjelica..........29 3-11 0-0 4-12 3 2 6

Holmes.........36 7-9 2-2 1-10 1 3 16

Hield............36 4-14 7-7 1-2 5 2 18

Joseph .........35 5-10 0-0 0-2 5 3 10

Bogdanovic ...27 7-16 4-6 0-4 4 0 21

James ..........16 2-3 0-0 0-1 1 3 5

Ferrell ..........12 2-4 0-0 0-4 1 0 4

Dedmon .......11 2-6 2-2 0-0 1 3 7

Totals 39-81 24-28 6-39 22 17 113

Shooting: Field goals, 48.1%; free throws, 85.7%
Three-point goals: 11-31 (Barnes 3-3, Hield 3-7,

Bogdanovic 3-9, James 1-2, Dedmon 1-4, Ferrell
0-1, Joseph 0-1, Bjelica 0-4). Team Rebounds: 8.
Team Turnovers: 13 (17 PTS). Blocked Shots: 5
(Holmes 4, Bjelica). Turnovers: 13 (Bjelica 5, Barnes
3, Hield 2, Bogdanovic, Dedmon, Holmes). Steals: 9
(Bjelica 3, Holmes 2, Joseph 2, Bogdanovic, Ded-
mon). Technical Fouls: None. 

WASHINGTON
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Brown Jr........14 0-6 0-0 0-2 3 2 0

Hachimura ....23 2-7 2-2 0-4 1 0 7

Bryant ..........28 7-10 0-2 5-8 2 3 14

Beal.............41 8-18 2-2 2-3 8 3 20

Thomas ........29 6-11 1-1 0-2 2 5 17

Bertans ........29 4-10 0-0 1-6 2 3 12

Smith ...........24 3-9 0-0 0-5 3 0 7

McRae .........23 4-9 3-3 0-3 4 4 12

Wagner.........18 6-9 0-0 3-11 4 2 12

Miles..............5 1-2 1-2 1-1 0 1 3

Robinson ........0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0

Schofield ........0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0

Bonga ............0 1-1 0-0 0-0 0 0 2

Totals 42-92 9-12 12-45 29 23 106

Shooting: Field goals, 45.7%; free throws, 75.0%
Three-point goals: 13-34 (Thomas 4-7, Bertans

4-9, Beal 2-6, Hachimura 1-2, McRae 1-2, Smith
1-4, Brown Jr. 0-1, Miles 0-1, Wagner 0-2). Team Re-
bounds: 7. Team Turnovers: 16 (15 PTS). Blocked
Shots: 2 (Bertans, Thomas). Turnovers: 16 (Bryant 3,
Thomas 3, Beal 2, McRae 2, Smith 2, Wagner 2,
Hachimura, Miles). Steals: 5 (Bertans, Brown Jr.,
Hachimura, McRae, Smith). Technical Fouls: None. 

Sacramento 24 33 33 23— 113

Washington 27 30 28 21— 106

A—15,885. T—2:08. O—Tyler Ford, Mark Ayotte, JB
DeRosa

BOX
SCORES

This is still coming

together, this combi-

nation of the bite the

Clippers developed

last season and the

skill they gained this

season with the

arrival of Kawhi

Leonard and Paul George, but

sweeping a five-game homestand

while playing a variety of combina-

tions and styles has reinforced their

confidence and put them in solid

shape as they move into a challeng-

ing few weeks.

Now that they’ve gotten their act

together they’ll have to take it on the

road for nine of the next 11 games, but

they believe they won’t experience a

letdown when they leave the friendly

confines of Staples Center. 

The Clippers survived a third-

quarter lull on Sunday before they

awoke and ran off with a 134-109 vic-

tory over the New Orleans Pelicans,

fueled by Montrezl Harrell’s 34-point

performance. That helped them

compensate for Leonard’s seven-

for-19 shooting while scoring 26

points and George’s six-for-20 effort,

which included hitting just six of 16

three-point attempts.

“We’re a deep team, man, as you

can see,” Harrell said. “On any given

night anyone can have a big night.

Any given night three or four guys

can go off for a big night. It’s a great

thing to have. It’s definitely going to

help us going into the long stretch. 

“I don’t really think there’s one

particular guy you can be able to

take away, and if you do, there’s still

multiple guys you have to worry

about.”

Harrell had the biggest night, and

that’s no longer a surprise. He has

become a reliable scorer and re-

bounder, and he accounted for nearly

half of their 72 bench points on Sun-

day. “They can’t guard him. Not a lot

of people can in this league,” center

Ivica Zubac said, though he insisted

he has stopped Harrell in practice. 

What stands out as the biggest

gain from the wins over Atlanta,

Oklahoma City, Boston, Houston

and New Orleans that improved the

Clippers’ home record to 11-1 is that

they’re trusting one another and

getting a better sense of timing. They

opened the homestand with a blow-

out win over the Hawks, scoring 150

points, and followed that with a

strong defensive effort in a 90-88

victory over the Thunder. On

Wednesday against Boston, after

Jayson Tatum hit a three-point shot

to tie the score in regulation, they

pushed back to win in overtime. 

On Friday against the Rockets,

they ended the game with a 10-2 run,

including the winning jumper by

Leonard with 15 seconds left. 

Leonard played Friday and Sun-

day but under a different kind of load

management, with his playing time

kept to around 28 minutes in both

games. 

“We’re so versatile,” coach Doc

Rivers said. “Every night you can put

out a lineup that you can create

matchup problems, and that’s nice to

have.”

No matter the challenge, they’ve

faced it without hesitation. “The

thing I like about this team is it’s so

poised. No one points the finger,”

Patrick Beverley said after a typically

gritty 10-point, seven-rebound, four-

assist effort. “When it’s time to come

together we get tighter and closer,

and that’s what it’s going to take this

year.”

They’re only 1-4 on the road, but

Leonard missed two of those be-

cause of load management and a

sore knee. This will be their first

chance to take their full lineup out of

town. 

“We’re going with the same mind-

set that we have playing home games

that we take it on the road with us,”

Harrell said. “We’re going with the

mind-set that we want to take that

team out of what they do well and

continue to do what we’re doing and

do it at our pace and continue to

build and keep winning.”

They gave themselves a reason-

able shot at success by weathering

the absence of Leonard and George

and by capitalizing on a home-heavy

early schedule. The next test is to

keep this going. 

“I thought this homestand was

great for us. I think we learned we

have to play with energy, we have to

play with pace and make sure the

ball is getting shared and I think we

did that,” Lou Williams said after his

19-point performance Sunday. 

“Now we have an opportunity to

go out on the road, hang out a little

bit, have some dinners, build some

camaraderie. It should be good.”

They’ve been good so far. Whether

they can be great should be apparent

in this next stretch. 

“We’ve got a great group of guys,

man. There’s a lot of different lineups

that we can put out there on the

floor,” Harrell said. “We’re versatile

across the board, offensively and

defensively. We had some nail-biters

and two big games that may be

games of the year so far right now.

This is great that we can still be able

to run and collect wins while we’re

still figuring it out.”

HELENE ELLIOTT

Clippers rolling but will
the road show be a hit?

third quarter, their 62-37 lead having

been cut to 82-76, Harrell stepped up

and scored his team’s last 10 points in

the quarter.

The Clippers took control again,

opening a 100-87 lead after three quar-

ters. The lead was never fewer than 11

points the rest of the way.

“Trez had a major night,” said the

Clippers’ other super reserve, Lou

Williams, who also was a factor with 19

points and four assists. The Clippers

were plus-26 with him on the court,

and plus-30 with Harrell.

“Once he’s going downhill, once

he’s playing really aggressive and at-

tacking the rim, he’s virtually unstop-

pable with guys that are his size and

the footspeed that he has,” Williams

continued. “I thought he had a lot to

do with that tonight. He had a mon-

ster night.”

Harrell added 12 points in the

fourth quarter, making sure the Clip-

pers (12-5) won their fifth straight

game. They pushed their record to 11-1

at Staples Center, the best start in

franchise history at home.

“I think that people think that

Trez is good only because of Lou,”

coach Doc Rivers said. “And I think

they are starting to see Trez is good,

period. There’s nothing else after

that. He’s just a good basketball play-

er. He can score in the post. He can

score on [isolation plays]. He can do

it in a lot of different ways, and it’s

been great to watch. 

“Like each year, seems like he adds

more and more to his game. He went

left like five times today.”

The Pelicans tried to make the

game interesting behind the play of

forward Brandon Ingram, who

played his first game at Staples Cen-

ter since he was traded by the Lakers

along with Lonzo Ball in the deal for

Anthony Davis.

Ingram had 24 points and Ball,

who received a mix of boos and cheers

when he checked into the game in the

first quarter, had nine off the bench.

But this game was about how Har-

rell was in command and was ener-

gized for a Clippers team that played

its fourth game in seven nights.

“I’m just really out there having

fun and just taking what the defense

gives me,” Harrell said. “A couple of

the moves I made tonight I made go-

ing left because down there towards

their bench I heard a coach yelling,

‘Take away his right hand.’ So I felt

like I got a step quicker on a couple of

guys, so when I show that step to be

like I’m going right, they got to play it

honestly. Then I just attack back the

other way and it was all downhill from

there.”

LOU WILLIAMS, the Clippers’ other super sub off the bench, shoots over Lonzo Ball as Jahlil Okafor
watches. Williams scored 19 points in 25 minutes, and the Clippers were plus-26 with him in the lineup.

Luis Sinco Los Angeles Times

Harrell’s big game sparks win
[Clippers, from D1]

CLIPPERS 134, PELICANS 109 

NEW ORLEANS
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Ingram.....................................35 9-22 3-3 2-8 5 3 24

K.Williams ................................22 1-2 0-1 1-5 3 3 2

Hayes ......................................28 3-5 1-4 1-3 3 5 7

Holiday ....................................35 7-15 2-2 2-7 4 3 18

Redick .....................................24 4-9 2-2 0-4 2 3 12

Moore......................................21 7-12 0-0 1-3 1 3 17

Ball .........................................21 4-13 0-0 2-4 5 1 9

Okafor .....................................19 5-6 0-2 3-6 2 3 10

Melli........................................16 2-6 0-0 0-3 0 2 5

Jackson ...................................11 1-6 0-0 0-1 0 0 3

Alexander-Walker .........................3 0-2 2-4 0-1 1 0 2

Totals 43-98 10-18 12-45 26 26 109

Shooting: Field goals, 43.9%; free throws, 55.6%
Three-point goals: 13-41 (Moore 3-6, Ingram 3-7, Holiday 2-5, Redick

2-6, Jackson 1-2, Melli 1-5, Ball 1-7, K.Williams 0-1, Alexander-Walker
0-2). Team Rebounds: 12. Team Turnovers: 9 (10 PTS). Blocked Shots: 6
(Okafor 3, Ingram, K.Williams, Moore). Turnovers: 9 (Ball 2, Holiday 2,
Ingram 2, Hayes, K.Williams, Moore). Steals: 1 (Ball). Technical Fouls:
None. 

CLIPPERS
Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A P T 

Harkless...................................22 1-4 0-0 1-4 1 1 3

Leonard ...................................27 7-19 10-12 1-4 6 1 26

Zubac ......................................17 2-6 1-2 5-10 0 6 5

Beverley ...................................29 4-5 0-0 3-7 4 4 10

George.....................................30 6-20 0-0 0-5 2 2 18

Harrell .....................................28 13-18 8-10 4-12 2 3 34

L.Williams ................................24 6-11 5-7 1-3 4 2 19

Green ......................................21 1-2 0-0 0-4 0 0 3

McGruder .................................16 4-6 0-0 1-5 4 0 9

Robinson .................................14 1-6 2-2 0-1 4 1 4

Mann ........................................3 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 1 0

Patterson ...................................2 1-1 0-0 0-1 0 0 3

Totals 46-98 26-33 16-56 27 21 134

Shooting: Field goals, 46.9%; free throws, 78.8%
Three-point goals: 16-43 (George 6-16, Beverley 2-3, L.Williams 2-5,

Leonard 2-6, Patterson 1-1, Green 1-2, Harkless 1-2, McGruder 1-3, Rob-
inson 0-5). Team Rebounds: 9. Team Turnovers: 6 (5 PTS). Blocked Shots:
5 (Beverley 2, Harrell 2, George). Turnovers: 6 (L.Williams 2, Beverley,
George, Leonard, Zubac). Steals: 4 (George 3, Harrell). Technical Fouls:
coach Clippers (Defensive three second), 10:38 third 

New Orleans 27 29 31 22— 109

Clippers 40 32 28 34— 134

A—19,068. T—2:08. O—Rodney Mott, Tony Brothers, Jason Goldenberg 
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EAST 

Buffalo 75, Missouri St. 74 
Charleston Southern 71, Delaware St. 61 
Colgate 64, CS Northridge 56 
Columbia 82, CCSU 52 
George Washington 66, Milwaukee 63 
LSU 96, Rhode Island 83 
Lafayette 80, Fairleigh Dickinson 75 
Maine 90, Maine Maritime Academy 50 
Merrimack 62, Hartford 58 
Rider 72, Vermont 67 
Sacred Heart 97, Quinnipiac 80 
St. John’s 78, UMass 63 
Towson 76, Saint Joseph’s 64 
UConn 80, Miami 55 
SOUTH 

Albany (NY) 65, Presbyterian 60 
Bethune-Cookman 74, St. Francis (IL) 70 
Clemson 62, Texas Southern 60, OT
ETSU 70, S. Utah 58 
Kentucky 81, Lamar 56 
Louisville 82, Akron 76 
Mississippi St. 81, Coastal Carolina 56 
Nicholls 82, UMBC 72 
Rice 77, East Carolina 69 
Southern Miss. 83, William Carey 64 

UNC-Greensboro 74, VMI 63 
W. Carolina 70, Stetson 64 
MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 91, Cincinnati 84, OT 
Creighton 76, North Florida 67 
Detroit 86, UC Irvine 74 
E. Michigan 58, NC A&T 54 
Evansville 115, Morgan St. 112, 3OT 
Florida 70, Xavier 65 
Indiana St. 84, Air Force 74 
Iowa 85, Cal Poly 59 
Liberty 62, UMKC 49 
Minnesota 79, North Dakota 56 
Ohio 75, Middle Tennessee 63 
Purdue Fort Wayne 81, Ohio Northern 47 
S. Dakota St. 84, MVSU 54 
SOUTHWEST 

Baylor 87, Villanova 78 
E. Illinois 72, Incarnate Word 63 
Texas Tech 96, LIU Brooklyn 66 
Texas-Arlington 85, Arkansas Tech 68 
WEST 

Arizona 104, Long Beach St. 67 
Colorado 56, Wyoming 41 
Duquesne 71, Loyola Marymount 50 
Hawaii 79, New Orleans 71

Hofstra 79, Cal St.-Fullerton 57 
Nevada 84, Valparaiso 59 
Tulane 65, Utah 61 
Utah St. 68, North Texas 59 
Virginia 48, Arizona St. 45 
Washington 88, San Diego 69 
WOMEN

EAST 

Boston College 87, VCU 52 
Brown 76, New Hampshire 68 
Drexel 58, Richmond 52 
George Mason 78, Penn St. 68 
George Washington 52, Georgetown 49 
Howard 73, Hofstra 64 
Maine 46, Navy 41 
Maryland 107, Quinnipiac 53 
Oregon 81, Syracuse 64 
Princeton 52, Monmouth (NJ) 40 
Providence 63, Mass.-Lowell 38 
St. Francis Brooklyn 89, Loyola (Md.) 78 
Stony Brook 54, Sacred Heart 50 
Towson 63, American U. 60 
SOUTH 

Alabama 66, Tulane 56 
Alabama St. 84, Paine 58 
Austin Peay 50, Chattanooga 49 

Coastal Carolina 66, W. Carolina 43 
Duke 99, Troy 85 
E. Kentucky 61, Mercer 60 
Fordham 76, Charlotte 51 
High Point 78, NC Central 58 
Jacksonville St. 87, Fort Valley State 65 
James Madison 76, Liberty 53 
Louisville 98, Boise St. 82 
Middle Tennessee 78, Furman 62 
SE Louisiana 65, Louisiana-Monroe 52 
South Carolina 84, Clemson 48 
South Florida 62, St. Francis (Pa.) 23 
Tennessee Tech 72, Samford 57 
UAB 97, McNeese St. 70 
UCF 75, Delaware 49 
Villanova 63, Georgia 58 
Virginia 56, Old Dominion 53 
Virginia Tech 88, Davidson 68 
W. Kentucky 77, UALR 58 
MIDWEST 

Creighton 79, Nebraska 74 
Drake 94, W. Illinois 75 
Evansville 66, Marshall 62 
FAU 80, W. Michigan 79 
Illinois 69, Bryant 55 
Illinois St. 66, North Dakota 58 

Kansas 68, Texas State 48 
Kent St. 82, Robert Morris 81 
Memphis 83, Toledo 76 
Michigan St. 79, Hartford 34 
Missouri 68, SIU-Edwardsville 51 
N. Iowa 78, Northwest Missouri State 53 
Purdue 68, N. Illinois 63 
Purdue Fort Wayne 82, Heidelberg 55 
Saint Louis 61, Colgate 51 
Texas-Arlington 57, Kansas St. 53 
UConn 73, Ohio St. 62 
Valparaiso 95, Bowling Green 90 
SOUTHWEST 

Texas 93, Southern U. 39 
Utah 91, UTSA 45 
WEST 

Arizona 77, Montana 42 
Arizona St. 66, Cal Poly 41 
Cal St.-Fullerton 80, Grand Canyon 70 
California 84, Arkansas 80 
Fresno St. 83, N. Arizona 66 
NC State 87, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 70 
Stanford 88, Buffalo 69 
Texas Southern 74, Hawaii 57 
Washington St. 71, CS Northridge 61 
Weber St. 64, UC Riverside 54 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL RESULTS

MEN

Detroit Mercy 86, UC Irvine 74: Antoine Davis scored 23

points to lead the Titans to their first win of the season at the

MGM Resorts Main Event tournament in Las Vegas.

Duquesne 71, Loyola Marymount 50: The Dukes (5-0)

trailed by two at halftime before outscoring the Lions 43-24

at the Junkanoo Jam in the Bahamas.

Hofstra 79, at Cal State Fullerton 57: The Pride continued

their strong West Coast trip, jumping out to a 15-2 lead on the

Titans en route to their third win in a row.

at No. 14 Arizona 104, Long Beach State 67: Nico Mannion

scored 22 points, and the Wildcats hit 13 of their first 16 shots

in the second half at the Wooden Legacy tournament.

Colgate 64, Cal State Northridge 56: Rapolas Ivanauskas

had 16 points and 13 rebounds as the Raiders rallied past the

Matadors at the Legends Classic in Green Bay, Wis.

MEN TODAY

Cal State Northridge at Wisconsin Green Bay.................5 p.m.

SOUTHLAND

LAHAINA, Hawaii —

Two hours before his young

team would tip off, Mick

Cronin continued to culti-

vate a much larger group.

His fans.

The UCLA basketball

coach appeared at an out-

door pep rally on the West-

wood campus for the foot-

ball team Thursday night as

part of its rivalry week festiv-

ities, informing the large

gathering that his team also

had a game to play.

“We’re 4-0 and it might be

a little chilly right now,”

Cronin said before the Bru-

ins lost to Hofstra, “but the

first 600 students get a

beach towel tonight.”

The student turnout was

strong for the Bruins’ game

inside Pauley Pavilion, the

latest payoff for Cronin’s ef-

forts to build buzz around

his program. He’s had for-

mer UCLA players Ryan

Hollins and Don MacLean,

both of whom played in the

NBA, address his team. He’s

staged a preseason show-

case for fans, enjoyed lunch

with Kareem Abdul-Jabbar,

enticed students with free

pizza and held a barbecue at

his home for the school’s

basketball alumni. 

“He had lots of appetiz-

ers, lots of water, a beautiful,

warm home and an inviting

atmosphere and then he had

all kinds of really good food

— chicken, ribs, potatoes,

vegetables, salad, corn,” leg-

endary Bruins center Bill

Walton said as only he can.

“Did I say potatoes too? And

all the things I like, which

summarizes my experience

with Mick Cronin. I’ve been

most impressed.”

Cronin said bringing

alumni back into the fold

was a big part of restoring

luster to UCLA basketball,

which has not been to a Final

Four since 2008 or won a na-

tional championship in al-

most a quarter of a century.

“The strength of any pro-

gram — and people say

UCLA is a blueblood — it’s

because you have an im-

mense fan base and that’s

because of all the winning,

and that’s because of your

fan base and your former

players,” Cronin said. “It’s a

tremendous pool of alumni

who played here at UCLA.

The beauty of being at this

place is, whether it’s Kevin

Love in the weight room or

Russell Westbrook working

out in the gym with his name

on the floor, there’s so many

guys.”

Part of the challenge fac-

ing Cronin has been illus-

trated by the Bruins’ early

home crowds. UCLA has av-

eraged only 5,672 fans this

season inside 13,800-seat

Pauley Pavilion, though at-

tendance is among the least

of Cronin’s worries.

The Bruins (4-1) are seek-

ing steady shooters, reliable

scorers, crunch-time lead-

ers, stout defenders and

heady decision-makers,

among other things, head-

ing into their opening-round

game against Brigham

Young (3-2) on Monday

night at the Lahaina Civic

Center in the Maui Invita-

tional.

Almost lost in UCLA’s 88-

78 setback against Hofstra

was the college debut of

freshman guard Jake Ky-

man, who made two three-

pointers and showed he

could fill some of the team’s

shooting void. It was also an-

nounced before the game

that sophomore forward

Kenneth Nwuba would red-

shirt, allowing him to devel-

op his skills before returning

to make a bigger impact. 

UCLA’s trip to Hawaii

could reveal more than how

the Bruins respond to their

first loss under Cronin.

Should the Bruins get past

BYU, they would likely face

fourth-ranked Kansas on

Tuesday. That would give

Cronin his first opportunity

to notch the sort of signa-

ture victory he heard so

much about from all the for-

mer UCLA greats who have

reconnected with the pro-

gram thanks to his outreach.

“Part of college basket-

ball, what makes it special, is

the tradition and the his-

tory, so why would you not

want those guys around?”

Cronin said. “It’s cool to

meet them, too.”

Villanova and Baylor

spent about 35 minutes

trading buckets — and the

lead — during a high-level

game that could have

passed for a Sweet 16

matchup.

Once Jared Butler and

the 24th-ranked Bears got

hot, the No. 17 Wildcats sim-

ply couldn’t stop them.

Butler scored 10 of his 22

points during the final six

minutes, helping Baylor pull

away for an 87-78 victory over

Villanova on Sunday night in

the Myrtle Beach Invita-

tional in Conway, S.C.

“I’m telling you: The last

five minutes of the game are

the most important,” Butler

said. “Usually the team that

makes the run in the last five

minutes usually wins.”

This time, it was his

team: MaCio Teague scored

18 points while Davion

Mitchell added 13 to help the

Bears (5-1) pass their first

top-25 test.

Baylor broke open a

tight, tense game with nine

ties and 18 lead changes by

scoring on its final 12 pos-

sessions and holding the

Wildcats without a field goal

during the final two minutes

to win their fourth straight.

Butler hit three-pointers

on back-to-back pos-

sessions early in that

stretch, the first of which put

the Bears up 67-66 with just

under six minutes left and

the second breaking a 67-67

tie.

“It seems like the bigger

the moment, the better he

plays,” coach Scott Drew

said of Butler.

at No. 2 Louisville 82,
Akron 76: Ryan McMahon

made two free throws with

16.8 seconds left, helping the

Cardinals (6-0) escape with

a win. The Zips (4-2) trailed

55-33 early in the second be-

fore getting within 78-74 on

the second of Loren Cristian

Jackson’s three consecutive

layups. 

No. 7 Virginia 48, Arizo-
na State 45: Casey Morsell

scored 19 points, including

the go-ahead three-pointer

with 1:02 remaining, and the

Cavaliers (6-0) rallied past

the Sun Devils (3-2) to win

the Hall of Fame Tip-Off

Tournament in Uncasville,

Conn. 

at No. 9 Kentucky 81,
Lamar 56: Tyrese Maxey

scored 21 points and the

Wildcats made a season-

high 10 three-pointers.

Maxey made a career-high

four three-pointers, sur-

passing three he made in an

opening victory over Michi-

gan State. Davion Buster led

the Cardinals (4-2) with 19

points.

at No. 12 Texas Tech 96,
Long Island 66: Jahmi’us

Ramsey scored a career-

high 27 points, the third-

highest-scoring game for a

freshman at Texas Tech,

and the Red Raiders (5-0)

pulled away after trailing by

a point at halftime to the

Sharks (1-5).

No. 15 Utah State 68,
North Texas 59: Alphonso

Anderson scored 10 of his 19

points down the stretch,

Justin Bean had a double-

double, and the Aggies (7-0)

scored the final 11 points to

beat the Mean Green (2-5) to

win the Montego Bay divi-

sion of the Jamaica Classic.

No. 23 Colorado 56, Wyo-
ming 41: Tyler Bey had 11

points and 19 rebounds for

his third double-double in

four games to lead the Buf-

faloes (4-0) in Las Vegas.

Hunter Maldonado scored

14 points to lead the Cow-

boys (3-4).

Florida 70, at No. 18 Xavi-
er 65: Keyontae Johnson

and Andrew Nembhard had

15 points each as the Gators

(5-2) held off the Musketeers

(6-1) in the Charleston Clas-

sic championship in

Charleston, S.C. Xavier got

to 68-65 on Quentin Good-

in’s three-pointer and had a

shot to tie but Paul Scruggs’

three-point miss was re-

bounded by Florida.

at No. 25 Washington 86,
San Diego 69: Isaiah Stew-

art had 25 points and seven

rebounds to lead the

Huskies (5-1) and fellow

freshman Jaden McDaniels

added 20 against the Tore-

ros (2-5).

BAYLOR PLAYERS celebrate an upset win against Villanova that had the feel of an NCAA tournament
game. The No. 24 Bears prevailed late against the No. 17 Wildcats in a tight matchup that had 18 lead changes.

Gerry Broome Associated Press

COLLEGE BASKETBALL TOP 25 ROUNDUP

Butler and Baylor bear down
associated press

“It’s getting closer and

closer,” Davis said. “It’s hard

not to think about it. You

just wait for it to happen. It’s

going to be different, obvi-

ously.”

Davis’ departure was dif-

ferent from James’ exit. He

told the Pelicans in advance

that he planned to become a

free agent in the summer of

2020 — and he still does.

Then he requested a trade

and offered suggestions

about which teams were

among his preferred desti-

nations. Most did not have

the capability to acquire

Davis, but the Lakers did.

The Pelicans ultimately

did not trade Davis by the

Feb. 7 deadline last season,

despite the Lakers’ desper-

ate attempts to acquire him.

That meant Davis had to

get back in a Pelicans uni-

form and face the team’s

fans. At the first home game

he played after the trade

deadline, against the Minne-

sota Timberwolves, some

fans still wore his jersey.

Others booed him multiple

times before and during the

game.

“I’m excited to play, just

[like] I was excited to play

that first game against Min-

nesota last year, but I think

you got to embrace it,” Davis

said. “I know what the reac-

tion’s going to be. I try to look

at all the guys who went and

had something like that, but

it’s unique, and I’m excited

to go there and play for the

first time with an opposing

team, so it’s going to be fun.”

In his seven seasons with

New Orleans, the team went

to the playoffs only twice

(one more time than the

Lakers did during the span).

The perception that the

Pelicans’ ownership group,

which also owns the New Or-

leans Saints of the NFL,

didn’t take its NBA team se-

riously didn’t help.

“We were the stepkids,”

said Lakers point guard Ra-

jon Rondo, who played in

New Orleans during the 2017-

18 season. “It’s just what it is.

The Saints are who they are.

They earned it. But some-

times the market is just like

that.”

New Orleans made a

first-round playoff exit in

2015. The most success Davis

had came two years ago on a

team that included Rondo

and now-Lakers teammate

DeMarcus Cousins. The

Pelicans swept the Portland

Trail Blazers in the first

round before falling to the

Golden State Warriors in the

next round, but New Or-

leans struggled again the fol-

lowing season. 

“[The Pelicans] just

didn’t do what they needed

to do to keep him,” Rondo

said. “… You don’t want to let

your career pass you by. He’s

eight, nine years in now. He

wants to contend for a title, a

championship. His legacy’s

on the line. I think he gave

the city all he had. There was

nothing else to give.”

The Lakers wanted to

contend for championships

again too. In July, they

traded for Davis and sent

three future first-round

draft picks and the right to

swap another to New Orle-

ans. They also sent three

players who had been

drafted in the first round —

Brandon Ingram (second

overall in 2016), Lonzo Ball

(second overall in 2017) and

Josh Hart (30th overall in

2017).

Dealt a blow by losing

first overall pick Zion

Williamson to a knee injury

in the preseason, the Peli-

cans have struggled to a 6-11

record, including a loss Sun-

day night to the Clippers.

But they have seen glimpses

of the promise of the players

the Lakers traded away.

Ingram has been particu-

larly impressive. So far this

season, he has averaged ca-

reer highs of 26.3 points,

7.1 rebounds and 4.2 assists

per game. 

“It’s twofold,” Davis said

of the game Wednesday. “I

mean, it’s going to be me

against the Pelicans and

then the three guys, if they

play, against the Lakers, so

it’s going to be a great battle.

Those guys are going to try

to take our heads off just to

prove a point, and I don’t

want to say I want to take

their heads off. I just want to

win it.”

TONIGHT
AT SAN ANTONIO
When: 5:30.

On the air: TV: Spectrum

SportsNet; Radio: 710, 1330.

Update: The Spurs (6-11)

snapped an eight-game

skid, their longest in more

than two decades, on Sat-

urday with a 111-104 victory

over the Knicks in New York.

Four-time All-Star guard

DeMar DeRozan (22.1 points

per game) and seven-time

All-Star forward LaMarcus

Aldridge (18.1 points, 6.8 re-

bounds) lead San Antonio.

Davis is expecting ‘great battle’ in New Orleans 
[Davis, from D1]

UCLA tonight

VS. BRIGHAM YOUNG

When: 8:30 PST.
Where: Lahaina Civic
Center, Lahaina, Hawaii.
On the air: TV: ESPN2;
Radio: 570.
Update: BYU is making its
first appearance in the
Maui Invitational since
2014 — when two of its
current players
participated. Forward
Dalton Nixon and guard
Jake Toolson, the nephew
of former Cougars and
Boston Celtics star Danny
Ainge, were members of
that team before going on
two-year Mormon
missions. Toolson also
spent two seasons at Utah
Valley before returning to
BYU. The Cougars are
coming off a 72-68 loss to
Boise State in overtime
but have a five-point
victory over Southern
Utah, which UCLA
defeated by 15.

Cronin courts fans
and alumni, feeds
into UCLA aura 
By Ben Bolch
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Rams (6-4)

vs. Baltimore (8-2)

When Rams 
have the ball
The Rams operated without their

starting receiver corps for nearly

all of the last three games, a situa-

tion that will change against the

Ravens. Brandin Cooks returns

after a two-game absence while

recovering from his second con-

cussion of the season, and fourth

in the last 21 months. Robert

Woods is back after being absent

from last week’s victory over the

Bears because of a family issue.

Cooks, Woods and Cooper Kupp

— one of the NFL’s most produc-

tive triumvirates in 2018 — should

enable Jared Goff to throw more

than the 18 passes he attempted

against the Bears. Goff has

passed for 11 touchdowns, with 10

interceptions. All eyes are on

coach Sean McVay to see whether

he will once again put the ball in

the hands of running back Todd

Gurley, or revert to the limited-

use strategy he appeared to

follow in the first nine games.

Against the Bears, Gurley carried

the ball a season-high 25 times for

97 yards. He also caught three

passes. That plan enabled a

mostly inexperienced offensive

line to gain confidence heading

into a matchup with another

aggressive defense. Linebacker

Matt Judon has six sacks. Cor-

nerback Marcus Peters has re-

turned two interceptions for

touchdowns since the Rams

traded him to the Ravens last

month. Veteran safety Earl

Thomas and cornerback Marlon

Humphrey also have two inter-

ceptions. 

When Ravens 
have the ball
Quarterback Lamar Jackson is

among the MVP front-runners,

leading the Ravens on a six-game

winning streak. Jackson has

passed for 19 touchdowns and run

for six while directing one of the

league’s most productive of-

fenses. Jackson has rushed for a

team-best 781 yards. Veteran

running back Mark Ingram has

rushed for eight touchdowns for a

team that averages an NFL-best

203.8 yards rushing per game.

The Ravens also average a

league-leading 34.1 points per

game. The Ravens deploy three

tight ends — Mark Andrews, Nick

Boyle and Hayden Hurst. An-

drews has 48 receptions, six for

touchdowns. Boyle and Hurst

have combined for 43 catches and

two touchdowns. Rookie receiver

Marquise Brown has four touch-

down catches. The Rams defense

has been stout since the mid-

October trade for cornerback

Jalen Ramsey. Opponents are

shying from challenging Ramsey,

which has enabled cornerback

Troy Hill more opportunities to

make plays. Hill intercepted a

pass and also had a sack against

the Bears. Lineman Aaron Don-

ald appears to be gaining mo-

mentum. The two-time NFL

defensive player of the year re-

corded two sacks against the

Bears, giving him a team-best

eight. Linebacker Clay Matthews

has seven sacks and linebacker

Dante Fowler 61⁄2. Safety Eric

Weddle played the previous three

seasons for the Ravens.

When they kick
Rams punter Johnny Hekker sat

out a practice this week because

of illness, but was a full 

participant Saturday and will

play against the Ravens. Kicker

Greg Zuerlein has made 18 of 23

field-goal attempts. Justin

Tucker has made 18 of 20 field-

goal attempts for the Ravens,

including two of three in last

week’s 41-7 victory over the Hous-

ton Texans. Punter Sam Koch

averages 46.3 yards per kick.

Gary Klein’s
prediction
With Cooks and Woods back,

McVay once again gives the ball

to Gurley and lets Goff work

play-action as the Rams offense

returns to a semblance of its 2018

form. The Rams must take a lead

and force Jackson to play from

behind.

RAMS 30, RAVENS 27

HOW THEY
MATCH UP 

How Rams and Ravens offenses and defenses have fared, with per-game averages and league ranks:

POINTS SCORED PTS ALLOWED

RAMS RAVENS

24.3 (12) 19.6 (6)

PTS ALLOWED POINTS SCORED

RAMS RAVENS

19.8 (10) 34.1 (1)

PASS OFFENSE PASS DEFENSE

RAMS RAVENS

268.9 (T7) 238.6 (18)

RUSH OFFENSE RUSH DEFENSE

RAMS RAVENS

97.6 (20) 94.3 (7)

TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE

RAMS RAVENS

366.5 (13) 332.9 (14)

TOTAL DEFENSE TOTAL OFFENSE

RAMS RAVENS

324.6 (10) 428.6 (2)

PASS DEFENSE PASS OFFENSE

RAMS RAVENS

235.5 (15) 224.8 (20)

RUSH DEFENSE RUSH OFFENSE

RAMS RAVENS

89.1 (5) 203.8 (1)

STATISTICAL COMPARISON

NFL: WEEK 12

only quarterback in league history

to produce at least 2,000 yards

passing and 700 yards rushing

through a season’s first 10 games.

The Ravens are 14-3 since Jack-

son took over as their starting

quarterback near the end of last

season. Jackson’s 14 regular-sea-

son victories are tied with Seattle’s

Russell Wilson for the most during

that span — and, not surprisingly,

Jackson and Wilson are the clear

Nos. 1 and 2 candidates for most

valuable player this season. 

The football world sees the

youthful effervescence of Jackson,

the spirit that drove him to borrow

a pair of sunglasses from a team

official and relax on the sideline in

the midst of a recent blowout

victory.

“One of our trainers had them

on, and I said, ‘Let me hold them

real quick,’ ” Jackson explained. “I

just put them on, was just chill-

ing.”

Beneath that nonchalance is a

player with uncommon focus and

intensity.

“You wish everybody could

watch Lamar and how he prepares

every day — meetings, really every-

thing, just his leadership,” said

Baltimore offensive coordinator

Greg Roman, the architect of San

Francisco’s offense during the

heyday of Colin Kaepernick as a

dual-threat quarterback.

“You wish you could make a

little documentary of [Jackson]

preparing for a game and kids

could watch it, and they could see

how much work goes into it.”

The Ravens, a franchise so long

defined by their defense, molded

their offense around Jackson after

he replaced drop-back style Joe

Flacco, taking pains to capitalize

on his ability to throw as well as

run.

In that sense, this is the golden

age of dual-threat quarterbacks,

from Jackson and Wilson, to Hous-

ton’s Deshaun Watson, Arizona’s

Kyler Murray, Buffalo’s Josh Allen,

and Kansas City’s Patrick Ma-

homes.

“It’s changed in the sense that

these guys who are really gifted

athletes who can run, whether it’s

Lamar or Mahomes, Russell, go

through the list,” said Hall of Fame

quarterback Troy Aikman, a Fox

analyst. 

“The difference is these guys

can beat you in the pocket. That’s

why they’re so dangerous.

“I don’t know how far runners

ultimately take a team. Now you’ve

got that element plus when things

aren’t there and they have to make

plays in the pocket, they’re mak-

ing those throws. I’ll always believe

that without that part of it, you’re

really not a quarterback. You’re

basically a running back.”

Jackson is ranked in the top

four in passer rating (106.3), pass-

ing touchdowns (19), and pass-to-

touchdown percentage (6.8). He

has finished with two “perfect”

passer ratings this season, against

Cincinnati and Miami, to join

Pittsburgh’s Ben Roethlisberger

(2007) as the only quarterbacks to

achieve that twice in the same

season.

“He’s just been blowing people

out of the water, blowing us out of

the water,” Ravens receiver Willie

Snead said of Jackson. 

“It’s like, ‘Dude, what are you

doing? You’re making crazy plays.’

But it’s been working for us. It’s

keeping defenses off balance, but

it’s pretty effective for us.”

Backing up Jackson is Robert

Griffin III, who exploded onto the

scene as the No. 2 overall pick by

the Washington Redskins in 2012,

sustained a knee injury at the end

of his rookie season, and — partly

because of friction with coaches

and their philosophies — never got

back to the heights he reached at

the start of his NFL career.

Asked if he wished the Red-

skins had shaped their offense

around him the way the Ravens

have tailored theirs to Jackson,

Griffin said: “I don’t think about

that, because all that stuff that

happened was part of my journey.

It helped me get to where I’m at

now with the Ravens, and it put

me in a position to be able to men-

tor Lamar with the knowledge and

experiences I do have.

“What I’ve told Lamar since he

got here was, this was the best

place for him to get drafted. Stable

organization, great leadership,

with offensive coaches who are

willing to not make you fit a mold

but build the offense around you.

The way that they handle Lamar

with the press and the PR team,

with social media, is the best I’ve

ever seen.”

That said, Griffin has a firm

grasp on what Jackson has done

for the Ravens, and how the for-

mer Louisville star has emerged as

a sensation in not just Baltimore

but across the league.

Tackle Orlando Brown Jr., who

like Jackson was drafted by Balti-

more in 2018, won’t forget when he

and the quarterback stopped by a

local mall after a practice last

December.

“We were just stopping by to get

Christmas presents,” Brown re-

called. 

“Man, we’re walking through

the mall and we get to Macy’s, he

stops for one picture, and I kid you

not, the whole mall was surround-

ing him. 

“It was incredible, bro. We’re

talking people walking up to him

on Facetime with family, like, ‘Hey,

look who I’m with.’ He took pic-

tures for about an hour and 45

minutes. I didn’t want to leave

him, but I almost left his [rear].”

All eyes are on him. And for

Jackson, whose eyes are every-

thing, that’s the way it should be.

Jackson is a leaguewide sensation
[Farmer, from D1]

The positive effects of Todd

Gurley’s best performance of the

season were evident in the minutes

that immediately followed it and

throughout the last week.

The Rams’ star running back

smiled, joked and embraced ques-

tions from reporters after he

carried the ball a season-high 25

times for 97 yards in a victory over

the Chicago Bears. The next eve-

ning, he posed for countless pho-

tos, signed autographs and easily

worked the crowd at Universal Stu-

dios during the “Taste of the

Rams” charity event benefiting the

Los Angeles Regional Food Bank.

And he appeared fit and nimble,

with no signs of overuse, during

drills as the Rams prepared for

Monday night’s game against the

Baltimore Ravens at the Coliseum.

So will coach Sean McVay and

the Rams again put the ball in Gur-

ley’s hands against the Ravens?

“We’ll see,” Gurley said. “We’ll

see what happens.”

The Rams’ main focus against

the Ravens will be trying to neu-

tralize quarterback Lamar Jack-

son, a dual-threat star who has led

his team to an 8-2 record and six

consecutive victories.

Another focus for the Rams is to

score, and a key to the potent of-

fenses that were their hallmark in

2017 and 2018 was an attack that ran

through and played off the threat

of Gurley.

McVay, in an apparent attempt

to manage Gurley’s much-scruti-

nized left knee, strayed from that

formula in the first nine games this

season. Two weeks ago in Pitts-

burgh, Gurley did not touch the

ball in the fourth quarter of a 17-12

defeat that had the Rams teetering

on falling out of playoff contention.

But against the Bears, with re-

ceivers Brandin Cooks and Robert

Woods absent and a mostly young

and inexperienced offensive line

patched together because of in-

juries, McVay turned to Gurley.

“You don’t want to make the

same mistakes twice,” McVay said

after his team improved its record

to 6-4.

The question now is whether

McVay will deploy Gurley in a simi-

lar fashion two games in a row and,

perhaps, beyond.

The Rams offense, in disarray

against Chicago, is mostly coming

back together against Baltimore.

Cooks, a deep-ball threat, has

returned after sitting out two

games while recovering from his

second concussion of the season.

The versatile Woods also is ex-

pected to play after missing last

week because of a family issue.

Right tackle Rob Havenstein re-

mains sidelined because of a knee

injury, but the line gained experi-

ence and confidence after clearing

the way for Gurley and effectively

protecting quarterback Jared Goff

against the Bears.

The Rams won that game 17-7.

They are expected to need more

scoring against a Ravens team that

comes into the game averaging 34.1

points per game.

“We need to be better than

that,” Goff said of the 17 points

scored against the Bears, “and it

starts with me.”

Goff, who signed a massive con-

tract extension before the season,

has passed for 11 touchdowns, with

10 interceptions. Against the

Bears, he completed 11 of 18 passes

for 173 yards, with an interception.

Asked to assess Goff ’s perform-

ance this season, McVay says he fo-

cuses on whether his quarterback

plays within the timing and

rhythm of the play, makes good de-

cisions and delivers the ball with

anticipation and accuracy.

“There are a lot of times that

you can check off all three of those

and then there’s sometimes where

we expect to be better,” McVay

said, “and I know he expects to be

better.”

The last time the Rams played

on “Monday Night Football,” Goff

completed 31 of 49 passes for 413

yards and four touchdowns, and

also ran for a touchdown, in a 54-51

victory over the Kansas City

Chiefs.

The matchup against the

Ravens has similar elements.

The Chiefs featured second-

year quarterback Patrick Ma-

homes, who was on his way to an

MVP season. Jackson, a second-

year pro, is regarded as an MVP

front-runner.

Goff ’s main concern is winning

a game that would keep alive the

Rams’ chances of a third consecu-

tive playoff appearance.

He reiterated last week that he

did not care about the number of

pass plays called. He pointed to the

formula McVay employed against

the Bears.

“We were using Todd a lot, and

he was doing his thing,” Goff said.

“Sure, I want to throw the ball a

bunch.

“But, if I throw the ball once and

we win, I’m happy with it.”

Gurley could be key for Rams
Running back had a big
workload in L.A.’s victory
over Chicago. Will it be
likewise against Baltimore?

By Gary Klein

TODD GURLEY, picking up some of his 97 yards in 25 carries in the Rams’ 17-7 victory over Chi-
cago on Nov. 17, might be used similarly against Baltimore. “We’ll see what happens,” he says.

Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times

Injury report

Final injury reports for the Monday game were submitted to the league
office Saturday:

RAMS: OUT — Offensive tackle Rob Havenstein (knee), defensive back
Darious Williams (ankle). QUESTIONABLE — Linebacker Natrez Patrick
(illness). 

RAVENS: DOUBTFUL — Defensive tackle Michael Pierce (ankle).
QUESTIONABLE — Offensive tackle Ronnie Stanley (ankle), wide receiver
Chris Moore (thumb), guard Ben Powers (thumb).
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Denver ................0 0 6 0— 3
Buffalo................6 6 14 20—20

First Quarter

Buf—FG Hauschka 39, 1:15.

Second Quarter

Buf—FG Hauschka 23, 8:09.
Buf—FG Hauschka 23, 8:12.

Third Quarter

Buf—Beasley 18 pass from J.Allen
(Hauschka kick), 12:57.

Buf—Beasley 18 pass from J.Allen
(Hauschka kick), 13:02.

Den—FG McManus 45, 7:45.

Fourth Quarter

Buf—J.Brown 34 pass from J.Allen
(Hauschka kick), 11:08.

Buf—J.Brown 34 pass from J.Allen
(Hauschka kick), 11:15.

Attendance—67,338.=
TEAM STATS Den Buf

First downs ..................9 22
Total Net Yards ..........134 424

Rushes-yards .........17-85 47-244
Passing .....................49 180
Punt Returns .............0-0 5-41
Kickoff Returns ........3-61 2-41
Interceptions Ret. .......1-8 1-7
Comp-Att-Int.......10-25-1 15-25-1
Sacked-Yards Lost ....4-33 1-5
Punts ..................8-44.4 4-32.0
Fumbles-Lost.............0-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards ........7-70 12-90
Time of Possession .24:56 35:04

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Denver, Lindsay 13-57,
Freeman 2-20, Allen 2-8. Buffalo, Single-
tary 21-106, Gore 15-65, Allen 9-56,
Foster 1-22, McKenzie 1-(minus 5).

PASSING: Denver, Allen 10-25-1-82.
Buffalo, Allen 15-25-1-185.

RECEIVING: Denver, Fant 3-14, Free-
man 2-9, Sutton 1-27, Beck 1-18, Lind-
say 1-11, Patrick 1-3, Spencer 1-0. Buf-
falo, Beasley 6-76, Brown 2-39, McKen-
zie 2-13, Knox 2-11, Foster 1-24, Kroft 1-
14, Singletary 1-8.

Carolina...............6 9 9 7—31
New Orleans.......14 3 14 3—34

First Quarter

NO—Murray 26 run (Lutz kick), 10:39.
NO—T.Smith 13 pass from Brees (Lutz

kick), 5:12.
Car—Moore 51 pass from Allen (kick

failed), 3:08.

Second Quarter

NO—FG Lutz 41, 13:34.
Car—FG Slye 41, 8:09.
Car—McCaffrey 1 pass from Allen (pass

failed), :00.

Third Quarter

NO—Cook 20 pass from Brees (Lutz
kick), 11:18.

Car—FG Slye 52, 8:36.
NO—M.Thomas 3 pass from Brees

(Lutz kick), 5:09.
Car—McCaffrey 4 run (kick failed),

1:28.

Fourth Quarter

Car—Moore 2 pass from Allen (Slye
kick), 9:23.

NO—FG Lutz 33, :00.
Attendance—73,068.

TEAM STATS Car NO

First downs .................26 23
Total Net Yards...........351 418
Rushes-yards........29-121 18-118
Passing ....................230 300
Punt Returns..............2-0 1--2
Kickoff Returns .........1-27 0-0
Interceptions Ret. .......1-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int .......23-36-0 30-39-1
Sacked-Yards Lost.....4-26 2-11
Punts ...................3-42.0 3-49.3
Fumbles-Lost .............2-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards .........3-25 12-123
Time of Possession..31:33 28:27

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Carolina, McCaffrey 22-64,
Samuel 4-40, Allen 1-9, Moore 1-8,
Armah 1-0. New Orleans, Murray 7-64,
Kamara 11-54.

PASSING: Carolina, Allen 23-36-0-
256. New Orleans, Brees 30-39-1-311.

RECEIVING: Carolina, McCaffrey 9-69,
Moore 6-126, Olsen 5-44, Samuel 1-9,
Thomas 1-4, Wright 1-4. New Orleans,
Thomas 10-101, Kamara 9-48, Cook 6-
99, Ginn 2-38, Smith 1-13, J.Hill 1-12,
T.Hill 1-0.

FIELD GOALS MISSED: Carolina, Slye
28.

Oakland ..............3 0 0 0— 3
New York .............3 10 21 0—34

First Quarter 

Oak—FG Carlson 48, 9:56. 
NYJ—FG Ficken 24, 5:02. 

Second Quarter 

NYJ—Darnold 4 run (Ficken kick),
10:44. 

NYJ—FG Ficken 35, 3:12. 

Third Quarter 

NYJ—Griffin 1 pass from Darnold
(Ficken kick), 12:58. 

NYJ—R.Anderson 1 pass from Darnold
(Ficken kick), 6:39. 

NYJ—Poole 15 interception return
(Ficken kick), 6:25. 

Attendance—78,523. 
TEAM Oak NYJ

First downs ................10 21
Total Net Yards ..........208 401
Rushes-yards .........22-68 30-88
Passing....................140 313
Punt Returns ...........2-14 1-26
Kickoff Returns ........4-70 1-19

Interceptions Ret. .......0-0 1-15
Comp-Att-Int.......19-34-1 20-29-0
Sacked-Yards Lost ......1-7 1-2
Punts ..................7-45.0 4-47.5
Fumbles-Lost.............3-1 2-1
Penalties-Yards ........4-35 4-37
Time of Possession .28:30 31:30

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Oakland, Jacobs 10-34,
Washington 6-19, Carr 1-11, Richard 2-4,
Ingold 1-0, Glennon 2-0. New York, Bell
12-49, Darnold 4-16, Powell 5-15, Jo.Ad-
ams 4-6, Montgomery 5-2. 

PASSING: Oakland, Carr 15-27-1-127,
Glennon 4-7-0-20. New York, Darnold
20-29-0-315. 

RECEIVING: Oakland, Richard 6-47,
Waller 3-41, Renfrow 3-31, T.Williams 2-
18, Jones 2-5, Moreau 1-3, Jacobs 1-2,
Washington 1-0. New York, Bell 5-59,
R.Anderson 4-86, Griffin 3-13, Thomas 2-
22, Crowder 2-18, Berrios 1-69, Smith 1-
22, Montgomery 1-21, Powell 1-5. 

FIELD GOALS MISSED: Oakland, Carl-
son 43. New York, Ficken 48. 

Dallas.................0 6 0 3— 9
New England........7 3 0 3—13

First Quarter

NE—Harry 10 pass from Brady (Folk
kick), :45.

Second Quarter

NE—FG Folk 44, 12:46.
Dal—FG Maher 46, 8:36.
Dal—FG Maher 27, 2:28.

Fourth Quarter

NE—FG Folk 42, 9:32.
Dal—FG Maher 29, 6:04.
Attendance—65,878.

TEAM STATS Dal NE

First downs ................16 17
Total Net Yards ..........321 282
Rushes-yards .......26-109 27-101
Passing....................212 181
Punt Returns .............0-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns ..........3-6 1-20

Interceptions Ret. .......0-0 1-0
Comp-Att-Int.......19-33-1 17-37-0
Sacked-Yards Lost ......0-0 2-9
Punts ..................5-32.0 6-43.8
Fumbles-Lost.............2-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards ........7-50 6-56
Time of Possession .30:22 29:38

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Dallas, Elliott 21-86, Pol-
lard 4-19, Prescott 1-4. New England,
Michel 20-85, Bolden 1-11, White 2-5,
Burkhead 2-3, Brady 2-(minus 3).

PASSING: Dallas, Prescott 19-33-1-
212. New England, Brady 17-37-0-190.

RECEIVING: Dallas, Cobb 4-86, Gallup
4-55, Elliott 4-40, Jarwin 3-17, Pollard
3-9, Witten 1-5. New England, Edelman
8-93, Meyers 4-74, Burkhead 2-14,
Harry 1-10, LaCosse 1-5, White 1-(minus
6).

FIELD GOALS MISSED: Dallas, Maher
46. New England, Folk 48, Folk 46.

Tampa Bay ...........7 12 6 10—35
Atlanta ..............10 0 3 9—22

First Quarter

Atl—FG Koo 25, 12:47.
TB—Godwin 71 pass from Winston (Gay

kick), 6:45.
Atl—Ollison 1 run (Koo kick), :46.

Second Quarter

TB—Godwin 1 pass from Winston (kick
failed), 7:55.

TB—Vea 1 pass from Winston (kick
failed), :40.

Third Quarter

TB—R.Jones 4 run (kick blocked),
10:58.

Atl—FG Koo 40, 1:40.

Fourth Quarter

TB—FG Gay 32, 12:48.
Atl—FG Koo 38, 8:12.
TB—Suh 6 fumble return (Gay kick),

3:06.
Atl—Ridley 21 pass from Schaub (pass

failed), 1:50.

TEAM STATS TB Atl

First downs .................20 22

Total Net Yards...........446 337
Rushes-yards........34-133 19-57
Passing ....................313 280
Punt Returns ............2-13 3-8
Kickoff Returns ...........0-0 0-0
Interceptions Ret. .......1-0 2-0
Comp-Att-Int .......18-28-2 28-55-1
Sacked-Yards Lost.......0-0 6-46
Punts ...................4-43.8 6-43.5
Fumbles-Lost .............0-0 2-1
Penalties-Yards .........8-51 7-60
Time of Possession..28:22 31:38

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Tampa Bay, Jones 12-51,
Winston 8-38, Barber 11-32, Ogunbowale
1-12, Logan 1-2, Miller 1-(minus 2). At-
lanta, Ollison 8-20, Ridley 1-15, Hill 9-14,
Ryan 1-8.

PASSING: Tampa Bay, Winston 18-28-
2-313. Atlanta, Ryan 23-46-1-271,
Schaub 5-9-0-55.

RECEIVING: Tampa Bay, Godwin 7-184,
Evans 4-50, Jones 3-16, Perriman 1-44,
Howard 1-10, Miller 1-8, Vea 1-1. Atlanta,
Gage 8-76, Ridley 6-85, J.Jones 5-68, Hill
3-13, Blake 2-16, Barner 2-8, Graham 1-
53, Ollison 1-7.

Attendance—71,463.

Seattle ................7 3 0 7—17
Philadelphia .........3 0 0 6— 9

First Quarter

Phi—FG Elliott 28, 7:29.
Sea—Turner 33 pass from Wilson (My-

ers kick), 5:54.

Second Quarter

Sea—FG Myers 24, 7:13.

Fourth Quarter

Sea—Penny 58 run (Myers kick), 11:56.
Phi—Ertz 2 pass from Wentz (return

failed), :20.
Attendance—69,796.

TEAM STATS Sea Phi

First downs .................14 23
Total Net Yards...........348 344
Rushes-yards........26-174 23-106
Passing ....................174 238
Punt Returns ............3-20 1--3

Kickoff Returns .........1-29 2-45
Interceptions Ret. .......2-0 1-15
Comp-Att-Int .......13-25-1 33-45-2
Sacked-Yards Lost.....6-26 3-18
Punts ...................7-39.0 4-41.0
Fumbles-Lost .............2-1 4-3
Penalties-Yards .......12-90 2-15
Time of Possession..28:07 31:53

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Seattle, Penny 14-129, Car-
son 8-26, Wilson 3-15, Moore 1-4. Phila-
delphia, Sanders 12-63, Wentz 5-27,
Ajayi 6-16.

PASSING: Seattle, Wilson 13-25-1-
200. Philadelphia, Wentz 33-45-2-256.

RECEIVING: Seattle, Carson 4-31, Met-
calf 3-35, Hollister 2-22, Lockett 1-38,
Turner 1-33, Moore 1-31, Gordon 1-10.
Philadelphia, Ertz 12-91, Goedert 7-32,
Ward 6-40, Matthews 3-27, Sanders 3-
23, Arcega-Whiteside 2-43.

Jacksonville ..........0 3 8 9—20
Tennessee ............0 7 28 7—42

Second Quarter 

Ten—Tannehill 21 run (Succop kick),
6:29. 

Jac—FG Lambo 49, 1:50. 

Third Quarter 

Ten—Kelly 1 pass from Tannehill (Suc-
cop kick), 13:13. 

Ten—Henry 74 run (Succop kick),
10:40. 

Ten—Henry 7 run (Succop kick), 10:24. 
Ten—A.Brown 65 pass from Tannehill

(Succop kick), 6:57. 
Jac—Fournette 1 run (Chark pass from

Foles), 2:23. 

Fourth Quarter 

Jac—Fournette 1 run (pass failed),
11:50. 

Ten—Tannehill 3 run (Succop kick),
9:47. 

Jac—FG Lambo 50, 4:48. 
TEAM STATS Jac Ten

First downs .................23 21

Total Net Yards...........369 471
Rushes-yards........27-117 33-219
Passing ....................252 252
Punt Returns ........2-(minu 2-22
Kickoff Returns .......7-157 2-34
Interceptions Ret. .......0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int .......32-48-0 14-18-0
Sacked-Yards Lost.....3-20 1-7
Punts ...................6-48.0 3-44.0
Fumbles-Lost .............1-1 2-2
Penalties-Yards .....11-104 6-54
Time of Possession..36:56 23:04

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Jacksonville, Fournette 24-
97, Foles 3-20. Tennessee, Henry 19-
159, Tannehill 7-40, Lewis 5-21, J.Smith
1-4, Raymond 1-(minus 5). 

PASSING: Jacksonville, Foles 32-48-0-
272. Tennessee, Tannehill 14-18-0-259. 

RECEIVING: Jacksonville, Fournette 9-
62, Westbrook 8-69, Chark 5-38, Conley
4-49, O’Leary 4-36, Cole 2-18. Tennes-
see, A.Brown 4-135, Humphries 3-20,
Cor.Davis 2-29, Lewis 1-24, Pruitt 1-20,
Henry 1-16, Raymond 1-14, Kelly 1-1.

Attendance—60,926. 

Pittsburgh ............0 3 7 6—16
Cincinnati ............0 7 3 0—10

Second Quarter

Pit—FG Boswell 26, 3:21.
Cin—Boyd 15 pass from Finley (Bullock

kick), 1:55.

Third Quarter

Pit—Washington 79 pass from Hodges
(Boswell kick), 11:10.

Cin—FG Bullock 27, 5:07.

Fourth Quarter

Pit—FG Boswell 47, 11:59.
Pit—FG Boswell 26, 3:18.
Attendance—47,423.

TEAM Pit Cin

First downs .................16 11
Total Net Yards...........339 244
Rushes-yards........38-160 21-86
Passing ....................179 158
Punt Returns ............4-21 4-18

Kickoff Returns .........1-15 4-94
Interceptions Ret. .......0-0 1-12
Comp-Att-Int .......13-27-1 12-26-0
Sacked-Yards Lost.....3-24 4-34
Punts ...................7-45.1 9-46.4
Fumbles-Lost .............0-0 4-2
Penalties-Yards .......10-76 7-79
Time of Possession..34:25 25:35

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Pittsburgh, Snell 21-98,
Whyte 6-43, Tr.Edmunds 2-7, Samuels
2-6, Rudolph 4-5, Hodges 3-1. Cincinnati,
Mixon 18-79, Finley 2-8, Bernard 1-(mi-
nus 1).

PASSING: Pittsburgh, Hodges 5-11-0-
118, Rudolph 8-16-1-85. Cincinnati, Fin-
ley 12-26-0-192.

RECEIVING: Pittsburgh, Washington 3-
98, Johnson 3-29, Samuels 3-26, Cain
1-35, Jones 1-9, Snell 1-5, McDonald 1-1.
Cincinnati, Boyd 5-101, Bernard 3-31, Er-
ickson 2-43, Tate 1-10, Eifert 1-7.

NFLWEEK 12

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

West W L T Pct. PF PA NFC AFC Div.

San Francisco 10 1 0 .909 332 163 7-1-0 3-0-0 3-1-0

Seattle 9 2 0 .818 292 263 6-1-0 3-1-0 3-0-0

RAMS 6 4 0 .600 243 198 4-3-0 2-1-0 0-2-0

Arizona 3 7 1 .318 248 317 2-6-1 1-1-0 0-3-0

North W L T Pct. PF PA NFC AFC Div.

Green Bay 8 3 0 .727 258 242 5-2-0 3-1-0 3-0-0

Minnesota 8 3 0 .727 289 205 6-2-0 2-1-0 1-2-0

Chicago 5 6 0 .455 188 188 4-4-0 1-2-0 2-1-0

Detroit 3 7 1 .318 260 291 2-5-1 1-2-0 0-3-0

South W L T Pct. PF PA NFC AFC Div.

New Orleans 9 2 0 .818 272 230 7-2-0 2-0-0 3-1-0

Carolina 5 6 0 .455 259 291 2-6-0 3-0-0 1-3-0

Tampa Bay 4 7 0 .364 312 335 4-6-0 0-1-0 2-3-0

Atlanta 3 8 0 .273 242 297 3-5-0 0-3-0 2-1-0

East W L T Pct. PF PA NFC AFC Div.

Dallas 6 5 0 .545 295 210 5-3-0 1-2-0 4-0-0

Philadelphia 5 6 0 .455 243 247 3-5-0 2-1-0 1-1-0

N.Y. Giants 2 9 0 .182 217 308 2-6-0 0-3-0 1-2-0

Washington 2 9 0 .182 144 269 1-6-0 1-3-0 0-3-0

AMERICAN CONFERENCE

West W L T Pct. PF PA AFC NFC Div.

Kansas City 7 4 0 .636 308 256 5-3-0 2-1-0 3-0-0

Oakland 6 5 0 .545 228 284 4-3-0 2-2-0 2-1-0

CHARGERS 4 7 0 .364 224 218 2-6-0 2-1-0 0-3-0

Denver 3 8 0 .273 175 217 3-5-0 0-3-0 1-2-0

North W L T Pct. PF PA AFC NFC Div.

Baltimore 8 2 0 .800 341 196 6-2-0 2-0-0 3-1-0

Pittsburgh 6 5 0 .545 216 212 5-3-0 1-2-0 2-2-0

Cleveland 5 6 0 .455 233 252 5-3-0 0-3-0 2-0-0

Cincinnati 0 11 0 .000 157 292 0-7-0 0-4-0 0-4-0

South W L T Pct. PF PA AFC NFC Div.

Houston 7 4 0 .636 265 249 6-2-0 1-2-0 3-1-0

Indianapolis 6 5 0 .545 244 226 5-5-0 1-0-0 3-1-0

Tennessee 6 5 0 .545 245 217 4-4-0 2-1-0 1-2-0

Jacksonville 4 7 0 .364 209 264 4-5-0 0-2-0 1-4-0

East W L T Pct. PF PA AFC NFC Div.

New England 10 1 0 .909 300 117 6-1-0 4-0-0 4-0-0

Buffalo 8 3 0 .727 231 173 6-2-0 2-1-0 3-1-0

N.Y. Jets 4 7 0 .364 198 258 1-6-0 3-1-0 0-4-0

Miami 2 9 0 .182 163 346 2-7-0 0-2-0 1-3-0

Thursday’s Game 
at Houston 20, Indianapolis 17 
Sunday’s Games
at N.Y. Jets 34, Oakland 3 
at Buffalo 20, Denver 3 
at Chicago 19, N.Y. Giants 14 
Pittsburgh 16, at Cincinnati 10 
at Cleveland 41, Miami 24 
Seattle 17, at Philadelphia 9 

at Washington 19, Detroit 16 
Tampa Bay 35, at Atlanta 22 
at New Orleans 34, Carolina 31 
at Tennessee 42, Jacksonville 20 
at New England 13, Dallas 9 
at San Francisco 37, Green Bay 8 

Open: Kansas City, CHARGERS, 
Arizona, Minnesota

STANDINGS

TONIGHT

Baltimore at RAMS...................................................5:15 

THURSDAY

Chicago at Detroit............................................9:30 a.m.
Buffalo at Dallas ..............................................1:30 p.m.
New Orleans at Atlanta ....................................5:15 p.m.

SUNDAY

Cleveland at Pittsburgh .......................................10 a.m.
Green Bay at New York Giants .....................................10
Philadelphia at Miami..................................................10
Tampa Bay at Jacksonville...........................................10
Tennessee at Indianapolis ..........................................10
New York Jets at Cincinnati .........................................10
Washington at Carolina................................................10
San Francisco at Baltimore .........................................10
RAMS at Arizona............................................................1
CHARGERS at Denver.......................................1:15 p.m.
Oakland at Kansas City ............................................1:15
New England at Houston..........................................5:15

NEXT MONDAY

Minnesota at Seattle .......................................5:15 p.m.

SCHEDULE Times Pacific

N.Y. Giants ...........0 7 0 7—14
Chicago ...............0 3 16 0—19

Second Quarter

NYG—K.Smith 3 pass from Jones
(Rosas kick), 7:38.

Chi—FG Pineiro 26, :08.

Third Quarter

Chi—Robinson 32 pass from Trubisky
(Pineiro kick), 12:12.

Chi—FG Pineiro 24, 7:09.
Chi—Trubisky 2 run (kick failed), 5:19.

Fourth Quarter

NYG—Tate 23 pass from Jones (Rosas
kick), 4:10.

Attendance—61,581.

TEAM STATS NYG Chi

First downs .................14 20
Total Net Yards...........243 335
Rushes-yards........21-109 26-65
Passing ....................134 270
Punt Returns ............3-52 1-1

Kickoff Returns .........4-86 0-0
Interceptions Ret.......2-30 0-0
Comp-Att-Int .......21-36-0 25-41-2
Sacked-Yards Lost.....1-16 2-8
Punts ...................5-51.4 6-41.7
Fumbles-Lost .............1-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards .........6-35 6-53
Time of Possession..26:49 33:11

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: N.Y. Giants, Barkley 17-59,
Jones 2-27, Shepard 1-22, Gallman 1-1.
Chicago, Cohen 6-25, Montgomery 13-
22, Trubisky 7-18.

PASSING: N.Y. Giants, Jones 21-36-0-
150. Chicago, Trubisky 25-41-2-278.

RECEIVING: N.Y. Giants, K.Smith 5-17,
Shepard 5-15, Slayton 4-67, Tate 3-33,
Barkley 2-1, Simonson 1-10, Latimer 1-7.
Chicago, Cohen 7-29, Robinson 6-131,
Miller 6-77, Braunecker 2-9, Montgomery
2-9, Gabriel 1-19, Horsted 1-4.

FIELD GOALS MISSED: N.Y. Giants,
Rosas 43, Rosas 42.

Miami .................0 3 14 7—24
Cleveland...........14 14 0 13—41

First Quarter

Cle—Landry 7 pass from Mayfield
(Seibert kick), 9:59.

Cle—Beckham 35 pass from Mayfield
(Seibert kick), 1:51.

Second Quarter

Cle—Landry 5 pass from Mayfield
(Seibert kick), 10:31.

Cle—Hunt 6 run (Seibert kick), 1:01.
Mia—FG Sanders 36, :00.

Third Quarter

Mia—Gesicki 11 pass from Fitzpatrick
(Sanders kick), 9:37.

Mia—Fitzpatrick 8 run (Sanders kick),
:04.

Fourth Quarter

Cle—FG Seibert 40, 11:21.
Cle—FG Seibert 26, 6:51.
Cle—Chubb 5 run (Seibert kick), 3:26.
Mia—Hurns 19 pass from Fitzpatrick

(Sanders kick), :39.

TEAM STATS Mia Cle

First downs .................22 30

Total Net Yards...........284 467
Rushes-yards..........20-92 32-147
Passing ....................192 320
Punt Returns ..............1-0 3-10
Kickoff Returns .........4-82 2-20
Interceptions Ret. .......1-3 2-4
Comp-Att-Int .......21-39-2 24-34-1
Sacked-Yards Lost.....4-22 1-7
Punts ...................4-44.5 1-37.0
Fumbles-Lost .............1-0 2-0
Penalties-Yards .........8-94 7-70
Time of Possession..23:54 36:06

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Miami, Fitzpatrick 5-45,
Laird 3-20, Ballage 7-13, Gaskin 4-10,
Wilson 1-4. Cleveland, Chubb 21-106,
Hunt 8-37, Mayfield 2-5, Gilbert 1-(minus
1).

PASSING: Miami, Fitzpatrick 21-39-2-
214. Cleveland, Mayfield 24-34-1-327.

RECEIVING: Miami, D.Parker 6-91, Wil-
son 6-33, Hurns 4-42, Gesicki 3-28, Bal-
lage 1-13, Gaskin 1-7. Cleveland, Landry
10-148, Beckham 6-84, Chubb 3-58,
Harris 2-20, Hunt 2-9, Carlson 1-8.

FIELD GOALS MISSED: Cleveland,
Seibert 46.

Attendance—67,431.

Detroit .................0 6 7 3—16
Washington ..........3 10 0 6—19

First Quarter 

Was—FG Hopkins 28, 2:31. 

Second Quarter 

Det—FG Prater 24, 13:09. 
Was—S.Sims 91 kickoff return (Hopkins

kick), 12:54. 
Was—FG Hopkins 37, 5:44. 
Det—FG Prater 49, :14. 

Third Quarter 

Det—L.Thomas 12 pass from Driskel (Prater
kick), 10:03. 

Fourth Quarter 

Det—FG Prater 21, 12:01. 
Was—FG Hopkins 42, 1:49. 
Was—FG Hopkins 39, :16. 
Attendance—57,754. 

TEAM STATS Det Was

First downs .................21 13
Total Net Yards...........364 230
Rushes-yards........32-175 24-86

Passing ....................189 144
Punt Returns ............4-31 2-0
Kickoff Returns .........2-43 2-124
Interceptions Ret. .......1-0 3-6
Comp-Att-Int .......20-33-3 13-30-1
Sacked-Yards Lost.....6-18 3-12
Punts ...................4-40.5 5-52.0
Fumbles-Lost .............2-1 1-1
Penalties-Yards .........6-65 8-63
Time of Possession..33:30 26:30

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Detroit, Scarbrough 18-98, Driskel
9-63, Johnson 4-11, McKissic 1-3. Washington,
Guice 10-32, Haskins 3-28, Peterson 10-27,
Keenum 1-(minus 1).

PASSING: Detroit, Driskel 20-33-3-207.
Washington, Haskins 13-29-1-156, S.Sims 0-1-
0-0. 

RECEIVING: Detroit, M.Jones 5-46, Golladay
4-61, Amendola 3-21, L.Thomas 2-24, McKissic
2-17, Johnson 2-10, Hall 1-21, James 1-7. Wash-
ington, McLaurin 5-72, Harmon 3-43, Peterson
1-22, Guice 1-6, Richardson 1-6, Sprinkle 1-4,
Smallwood 1-3.

FIELD GOALS MISSED: Detroit, Prater 39. 

New England held Dallas’ top-rated of-

fense without a touchdown for the first time

this season, and Tom Brady threw a touch-

down pass in the Patriots’ 18th straight

regular-season victory at home. 

The Patriots have won 10 games in 17

straight seasons dating to 2003 and sur-

passed the 49ers (1983-98) for most consecu-

tive years with at least 10 wins.

Cowboys owner Jerry Jones had hoped

his team could make a statement against an

elite team such as the Patriots, but left feel-

ing frustrated again. 

“It was a significant setback for our

team. ... We needed a win against an oppo-

nent like this and we haven’t had one,” Jones

said. “With the makings of this team, I

shouldn’t be this frustrated.”

Patriots....................13
Cowboys ....................9 

Josh Allen threw two touchdown passes

and Shaq Lawson had two of Buffalo’s four

sacks. The Bills have their best record

through 11 games in 23 years.

Buffalo improved to 8-3 to keep the Bills

firmly in position to secure their second

playoff berth in three years.

John Brown made a diving 34-yard

touchdown catch, and Cole Beasley scored

on an 18-yard reception. Allen finished 15 for

25 for 185 yards. 

“I think we started hitting our stride at

the right time. We just have to keep rolling,”

Beasley said. “We’ve been doing it in prac-

tice, and I think Josh is a lot more comfort-

able doing it that way.”

Bills ..........................20
Broncos .....................3 

MOVIN’ ON UP

John Munson Associated Press

Bills running back Frank Gore (20) looks for an opening as he gains some of his 65 yards rushing on Sunday. Gore
increased his total to 15,289 yards and moved ahead of boyhood idol Barry Sanders into third on the NFL career list. 

Devlin “Duck” Hodges took over for

struggling Mason Rudolph and threw a 79-

yard touchdown pass that sparked depleted

Pittsburgh and kept Cincinnati winless.

Hodges connected with James Washing-

ton on the game-turning play, leaving the

Steelers with a quarterback decision.

“Just felt like our offense needed a

spark,” Pittsburgh coach Mike Tomlin said

of inserting Hodges. “Mason wasn’t doing

enough; Duck came in ... made a couple of

plays. We’ll see what next week holds, next

week.”

Cincinnati set team records for worst

start and longest losing streak (11).

Steelers....................16
Bengals ....................10 

Jarvis Landry caught two touchdown

passes against his former team and Cleve-

land won in its first game since losing star

defensive end Myles Garrett to a season-

ending suspension.

Landry couldn’t wait to get back at Mi-

ami, which traded him in 2018. 

“It didn’t mean extra, but it was fun,”

Landry said. “It feels great to get a win and

to finish the game on a positive with every-

thing that’s been going on.” 

Browns ....................41
Dolphins.................24 

Tennessee scored four touchdowns over

six offensive plays in the third quarter en

route to a blowout of Jacksonville. The Ti-

tans’ second consecutive victory kept them

firmly in the AFC playoff hunt.

“That was a crazy stretch,” said quarter-

back Ryan Tannehill, who ran for two touch-

downs and threw for two more to improve to

4-1 as Tennessee’s starter. 

Derrick Henry became the first player

since 2006 to score two touchdowns within

20 seconds, and rookie A.J. Brown capped

the spurt with a 65-yard touchdown grab. 

Titans......................42
Jaguars ...................20 

Khalil Mack set up a touchdown with a

strip-sack and Allen Robinson had a sea-

son-high 131 yards receiving for Chicago.

Mack broke through in the third quarter

for just his second sack in seven games. 

The three-time All-Pro nailed Daniel

Jones deep in New York territory, and Chi-

cago’s Nick Williams recovered at the three.

That led to a two-yard touchdown run by

Mitchell Trubisky to make it 19-7.

“Turnovers are huge, especially down the

stretch,” Mack said. “No surprise that that

one was a huge play down the stretch.

That’s what we needed to win the game.”

Bears.........................19
Giants.......................14 

Wil Lutz kicked a 33-yard field goal to win

it, and New Orleans took a four-game lead in

the NFC South with five games left.

Carolina tied the score on D.J. Moore’s

fourth-down touchdown catch, stuffed

Alvin Kamara on fourth and one, and won a

challenge to get a first down on the Saints’

three-yard line with 2:21 left. But the Saints’

defense stiffened, and Joey Slye missed a

field-goal try from 28 yards.

“I feel terrible,” he said. “We needed this.”

Saints ......................34
Panthers..................31 

Sam Darnold threw two touchdown

passes and ran for a score, giving New York

its first three-game winning streak in more

than two years while ending Oakland’s.

“When we came on to the field, we felt

disrespected. We got booed in our own home

stadium by the Oakland fans,” safety Jamal

Adams said. “We came back into this locker

room and it was a hell of a talk.”

Brian Poole returned an interception 15

yards for a score and the defense made

things miserable for Derek Carr, who was

pulled late in the third quarter. “We got our

butts kicked,” Carr said.

Jets ...........................34
Raiders......................3 

Rookie quarterback Dwayne Haskins

made plays with his arm and his feet to help

set up Dustin Hopkins’ winning 39-yard

field goal with 16 seconds left, and Washing-

ton beat Detroit to end a four-game skid and

earn its first home victory in 13 months.

Haskins picked up his first NFL win but

inexplicably wasn’t on the field for the final

snap in victory formation. He was taking a

selfie with a fan who was in the first row, so

Case Keenum was sent in to kneel down.

“We were looking for [Haskins],” Red-

skins interim coach Bill Callahan said. “I

think he thought the game was over.” 

Redskins .................19
Lions .........................16 

Tampa Bay’s Jameis Winston had his

sixth 300-yard passing game in a row and

threw three touchdown passes, including

one to 6-foot-4, 347-pound defensive line-

man Vita Vea just before halftime.

On second and goal, Vea lined up at full-

back, apparently to be an extra blocker. He

slipped into the flat on play-action by Win-

ston for a one-yard score, his first career

touchdown.

“I scored?” Vea said, breaking into a

hearty laugh. “I thought it was a dream.”

Buccaneers............35
Falcons....................22 

Rashaad Penny ran for a career-best 129

yards, including a 58-yard touchdown, Rus-

sell Wilson threw one touchdown pass and

Seattle improved to 6-0 on the road.

A 2018 first-round selection, Penny has

158 fewer carries than Chris Carson, who is

closing in on 900 yards.

“It’s been a big test,” Penny said about

his backup role. “Just staying poised, wait-

ing my turn and trying to prove I can play,

but I know I got a great running back in

front of me in Chris.”

Playing without its top three receivers,

leading rusher and two Pro Bowl offensive

linemen, Philadelphia couldn’t do much on

offense, committing three turnovers inside

Seattle territory and one near midfield.

Philadelphia’s defense did its best to

keep it close, sacking Wilson six times.

Seahawks................17
Eagles.........................9 
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SANTA CLARA — A bat-

tle of NFC behemoths —

Green Bay and San Fran-

cisco — wasn’t much of a

fight at all.

The 49ers embarrassed

the Packers on a national

stage Sunday night, 37-8, us-

ing a smothering defense to

thoroughly dominate a team

that had not turned over the

football in a month.

That four-game streak

came to an abrupt end for

Green Bay with a strip sack

five plays into the game,

when San Francisco line-

backer Fred Warner

knocked the ball loose from

quarterback Aaron Rod-

gers. The 49ers recovered at

the two-yard line, scored on

the next play and had Levi’s

Stadium rocking.

That set the tone in a

showdown in which the

Packers gained just 60 yards

in the first half at an anemic

average of 1.8 yards per play.

Rodgers averaged 2.1 yards

per pass in the opening two

quarters, which NBC said

was his lowest output in a

first half ever.

“They just shut down a

Hall of Famer, one of the best

to ever play the game,” 49ers

offensive tackle Mike

McGlinchey said of his

team’s defense. “That’s

pretty cool.“

The 49ers improved to

10-1, tying them with New

England for the NFL’s best

record, but don’t have much

breathing room in the NFC

West, as Seattle is 9-2 after

winning at Philadelphia.

The 49ers’ only loss came in

overtime against the Sea-

hawks two weeks ago. The

teams meet in a regular-sea-

son finale at Seattle.

San Francisco’s perform-

ance Sunday night further

cemented the 49ers as the

team to beat in the NFC, a

remarkable turnaround for

a franchise that went 4-12

last season and hasn’t fin-

ished with a winning record

since 2013.

Jimmy Garoppolo threw

for 253 yards, with touch-

downs of 42 yards to receiver

Deebo Samuel and 61 to

tight end George Kittle, and

had a passer rating of 145.8,

upstaging Rodgers (75.8),

who was sacked five times.

It was a wildly disap-

pointing night for the Pack-

ers, who had a week off and

had a chance to edge ahead

of Minnesota in the NFC

North. Those clubs are tied

atop the division at 8-3, al-

though the Packers have the

tiebreaker by virtue of a

Week 2 win over the Vikings.

“There wasn’t a whole lot

positive tonight,” Rodgers

said. “A lot of stuff we talked

about during the week,

eliminating negative-yard-

age plays, obviously we

didn’t do that. They got after

us up front, and the coverage

was good on the back end.”

The West Coast has been

rough on the Packers, who

three weeks ago lost 26-11 at

the Chargers.

ARIK ARMSTEAD brings down Packers quarter-
back Aaron Rodgers for one of the 49ers’ five sacks.

John G. Mabanglo EPA/Shutterstock

49ers
pound
Packers,
Rodgers
Battle of NFC giants
is an unfair fight
as San Francisco rolls
and improves to 10-1.

SAN FRANCISCO 37

GREEN BAY 8

By Sam Farmer

It’s the one thing that

could make Joshua Kelley’s

smile vanish.

The perpetually cheery

UCLA running back looked

as though he might tear up

just at the mention of his fi-

nal game at the Rose Bowl,

which comes Saturday.

The transfer from UC

Davis who ranks No. 15 on

UCLA’s all-time rushing list

didn’t pretend that it would

be just another game when

asked about his farewell fol-

lowing the Bruins’ 52-35 loss

to USC on Saturday.

“I’ll definitely be emo-

tional,” said Kelley, who has

piled up 2,227 yards in less

than two full seasons. “I

wouldn’t catch me after the

game.”

The Bruins (4-7 overall,

4-4 Pac-12 Conference) won’t

play in a bowl game and are

headed for a fourth consecu-

tive losing season, but they

would like to provide a

happy ending for their 10

seniors and two graduate

transfers with a victory over

California (6-5, 3-5).

“I told our players in the

locker room to send our

players out the right way,”

coach Chip Kelly said. “We’re

an underclass-driven team

with not many seniors, but

we owe it to those guys to

show up next Saturday

against Cal.” 

Redshirt freshman Kyle

Philips said the small group

of seniors that includes Kel-

ley, center Boss Tagaloa and

linebackers Krys Barnes,

Josh Woods and Lokeni

Toailoa had set the standard

for a robust work ethic while

laying a foundation for bet-

ter seasons to come.

“That game should be

100% for our seniors because

they’ve done so much for

this program and just for us

individually,” Philips said.

“They’ve shown us the right

way of how to do things and

doing work the right way.”

Barnes and Toailoa were

injured against the Trojans,

leaving their status for the

game against the Golden

Bears uncertain.

Those who attend the

game could witness two odd-

ities. Should the Bruins pre-

vail, they would not qualify

for a bowl despite compiling

a winning record in Pac-12

play.

There also could be a mi-

nuscule crowd at the Rose

Bowl considering the night-

time start for a post-

Thanksgiving game with so

little at stake. 

Even if UCLA surpasses

the record-low crowd of

32,513 that came to watch the

Bruins play Oregon State in

November 1992, the team fig-

ures to set one dubious

record at the stadium it has

called home since 1982.

UCLA is averaging 44,998

fans for home games this

season, meaning it will need

69,658 to show up Saturday

to stay above the previous

season-low average of 49,107

set in 1995. Getting that

many fans to come might re-

quire Beyonce to perform at

halftime.

The Bruins’ attendance

has suffered from a variety of

factors, including the team’s

lack of success and no USC

game on the home schedule

this season. There is little

palpable buzz around a pro-

gram that needs to beat Cal

to avoid ending the season

on a three-game losing

streak.

Of course, that doesn’t

make the personal journeys

any less compelling.

“There’s a lot of motiva-

tion for sure,” Kelley said.

“There’s a lot of emotion for

this next game. … We have a

lot of seniors, so we’re ex-

cited to put them out on

top.” 

NEXT UP

UCLA vs. Cal

AT THE ROSE BOWL

Saturday, 7:30 p.m.
TV: FS1

Bruins hope to give their
seniors a rousing sendoff

By Ben Bolch

Kelley says he’ll be
emotional as he gets
one final chance 
to play for UCLA.

UCLA RUNNING BACK Joshua Kelley ranks 15th
on the school’s all-time rushing list with 2,227 yards.

Robert Gauthier Los Angeles Times

In the wake of a rivalry

victory, at the end of an un-

even regular season that

may very well be his last at

USC, Clay Helton preferred

to live in the moment, ignor-

ing his uncertain future for

as long as he could.

Soon, however, that fu-

ture would beckon from

across the dinner table.

Hours after the Trojans took

care of their crosstown rival

Bruins with a 52-35 victory

Saturday, Helton had a re-

cruiting dinner to attend,

where he’d have to sell pro-

spects on the future of USC’s

football program, in spite of

its uncertainty.

Even before a decision on

Helton’s status seemed im-

minent, that pitch wasn’tgo-

ing well this recruiting cycle,

as USC ranks 76th in

247Sports composite rank-

ings, just behind Bowling

Green and just ahead of

Texas San Antonio, the lat-

ter of which has been a part

of the Football Bowl Subdi-

vision for only six years.

Asked in his postgame

news conference how he

might pitch those recruits

now, Helton’s voice raised to

a boom.

“If you want to come and

do something special, jump

on the train with some damn

good kid quarterbacks,

some damn good skilled

young kids and have a lot of

fun, then come on!” he said.

“Is that good?” he said

with a grin. Whether Helton

will even have a seat on the

Trojans’ train next season

remains to be seen, but re-

gardless of who’s conduct-

ing, USC will have no short-

age of talent when it opens

the 2020 season.

Kedon Slovis, fresh off a

school-record 515-yard pass-

ing performance, will be a

sophomore. The backfield

will be intact. The Trojans’

deep receiving corps loses

Michael Pittman Jr., and

possibly an NFL-eligible Ty-

ler Vaughns, but gets back

everyone else and will have a

healthy Kyle Ford and an eli-

gible Bru McCoy, both top

recruits a season ago.

An offense that improved

leaps and bounds over the fi-

nal six weeks of this season

should only be better a year

from now. In the team’s final

five victories, USC’s offense

averaged 523.6 yards per

game, which, over a full sea-

son, would have ranked sev-

enth in the nation.

“When they come to-

gether, the offense down the

stretch started to play at a

really high level,” offensive

coordinator Graham Har-

rell said. “All the guys that

came knew we had a special

offense. A lot of it has to do

with confidence. It helped to

feel, as we started going

down the stretch, that man,

we can be unstoppable.

They started to feel that.”

Pending the decision on

Helton, Harrell might not

have the chance to continue

building on a relatively suc-

cessful debut season in

charge of USC’s offense. If a

new coach is put in place, es-

pecially one with an offen-

sive background, the Tro-

jans could have to scrap the

Air Raid and start anew with

a different system. 

For Slovis, who finished

the regular season with 3,242

yards passing and 28 touch-

downs in 11 games, such a

change could alter his devel-

opment. A new offense could

also open the door for in-

jured quarterback JT Dan-

iels to retake the job Slovis

stepped into.

On defense and special

teams, changes appear to be

a foregone conclusion. Even

if Helton remains the coach,

defensive coordinator

Clancy Pendergast and spe-

cial-teams coach John Bax-

ter could be in jeopardy of

losing their jobs after less-

than-stellar seasons for both

units.

Defensively, USC ranked

sixth in the Pac-12 Confer-

ence this season in points

(27.8) and yards given up

(415.2). Last week, Pender-

gast was asked where he felt

his unit improved the most

over the course of the sea-

son. He pointed to the num-

ber of young players who

garnered experience as the

defense was overcome by in-

jury.

“We got a lot of repetition

with a lot of different players

at all three levels,” Pender-

gast said. “As of late, the con-

tinuity of the same guys

playing has really helped us

play a little better.”

Those same guys will re-

turn a year older next sea-

son, giving USC one of its

most talented rosters this

decade.

The only question now is

who will be leading them. 

Helton’s USC future
is mired in scrutiny
It remains to be seen
whether he’ll coach 
a team in 2020 that is
showing big promise.

By Ryan Kartje

Team Record Pts. Prv.

1. LSU (50)............11-0 1537 1

2. Ohio St. (9) .......11-0 1486 2

3. Clemson (3) ......11-0 1440 3

4. Georgia ..............10-1 1347 4

5. Alabama ............10-1 1283 5

6. Utah....................10-1 1231 7

7. Oklahoma..........10-1 1189 8

8. Florida .................9-2 1058 10

9. Minnesota..........10-1 996 11

10. Michigan .............9-2 913 12

11. Baylor.................10-1 910 13

12. Penn St. ...............9-2 903 9

13. Wisconsin ...........9-2 791 14

14. Oregon.................9-2 784 6

15. Notre Dame........9-2 701 15

16. Auburn.................8-3 635 16

17. Memphis............10-1 535 18

18. Cincinnati ..........10-1 518 17

19. Iowa......................8-3 510 19

20.Boise St. ............10-1 410 20

21. Oklahoma St. .....8-3 266 22

22.Appalachian St.10-1 206 23

23.Virginia Tech ......8-3 147 25

24.Navy.....................8-2 99 NR

25.USC......................8-4 79 NR

Others receiving votes: Iowa State
74, Virginia 38, Texas A&M 27, Air
Force 22, Southern Methodist 9,
Arizona State 4, North Dakota
State 1, Louisiana-Lafayette 1. 

AP TOP 25 

Green Bay ..............................0 0 8 0— 8
San Francisco .......................10 13 7 7—37

First Quarter 

SF—Coleman 2 run (McLaughlin kick), 13:02. 
SF—FG McLaughlin 29, 3:13. 

Second Quarter 

SF—FG McLaughlin 27, 2:55. 
SF—Samuel 42 pass from Garoppolo (McLaughlin

kick), :58. 
SF—FG McLaughlin 48, :00. 

Third Quarter 

GB—D.Adams 2 pass from Rodgers (D.Adams pass
from Rodgers), 3:52. 

SF—Kittle 61 pass from Garoppolo (McLaughlin kick),
2:55. 

Fourth Quarter 

SF—Mostert 15 run (McLaughlin kick), 4:58. 
Attendance—71,500. 

STATISTICS

TEAM GB SF

First downs ...................................19 16
Total Net Yards .............................198 339
Rushes-yards ..........................28-117 22-112
Passing ........................................81 227
Punt Returns ..........................2-(minu 3-14
Kickoff Returns ...........................2-40 0-0
Interceptions Ret. ..........................0-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int..........................23-37-0 14-20-0
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................5-38 3-26
Punts .....................................6-37.2 4-45.5
Fumbles-Lost................................1-1 1-0
Penalties-Yards ...........................5-50 9-78
Time of Possession ....................35:16 24:44

Individual Leaders

RUSHING: Green Bay, J.Williams 11-45, A.Jones 13-
38, Lazard 1-21, Rodgers 3-13. San Francisco, Mostert
6-45, Coleman 11-39, Wilson 2-27, Garoppolo 2-1,
James 1-0. 

PASSING: Green Bay, Rodgers 20-33-0-104, Boyle
3-4-0-15. San Francisco, Garoppolo 14-20-0-253. 

RECEIVING: Green Bay, D.Adams 7-43, J.Williams 7-
35, Allison 3-9, Tonyan 2-8, Graham 1-7, Lazard 1-7,
Valdes-Scantling 1-7, Vitale 1-3. San Francisco, Kittle
6-129, Samuel 2-50, Bourne 2-27, Coleman 2-10,
Mostert 1-22, Sanders 1-15. 

FIELD GOALS MISSED: None. 
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Disney’s highly antici-
pated “Frozen 2” won the
weekend box office, opening
in first place with $127 mil-
lion, above analyst projec-
tions of $115 million, accord-
ing to estimates from mea-
surement firm Comscore. 

Internationally, the film
earned $223.2 million in 37
markets for a global cumu-
lative of $350 million, making
it the biggest opening ever
for Walt Disney Animation
Studios and the No. 3 ani-
mated debut of all time.

It is the biggest since the
studio’s “Lion King” de-
buted with $191.8 million in
July and sets a new record
for an animated picture re-
leased outside the summer
movie season.

“The strategy of opening
‘Frozen 2’ the weekend be-
fore Thanksgiving gives 
Disney’s latest hit a nice,
long runway to skate per-
fectly into the extended holi-
day weekend and then have
long-term playability,” said
Paul Dergarabedian, a sen-
ior media analyst at Com-
score. “It is perfectly posi-
tioned to play well into 2020.”

Even with Disney’s con-
tinued success, the overall
box office is still lagging,
down 6.8% versus the same
weekend a year ago. “Frozen
2” more than doubled the
opening of another Disney
sequel, “Ralph Breaks the 

‘Frozen
2’ casts
magical
spell 
The Disney sequel
eclipses projections,
sets records in its 
$127-million opening. 

By Sonaiya Kelley

[See ‘Frozen 2,’ E4]

If I hear
the term
“everyman”
one more
time, I am
going to
scream.
Loudly, on
the street
and repeatedly. Naked and
with drums, if that is what it
takes to kick the term out of
the cultural lexicon.

We’ve been hearing it a
lot lately, mainly because
Tom Hanks has a new movie
out, and when Tom Hanks
has a new movie out, “every-
man” is everywhere. It is the
go-to description of Hanks,
just exactly as if he were not
an actor, a fine and versatile
actor, which means he can
and indeed has played every
sort of man. Or person
(insert “Bosom Buddies”
reference here and then
quietly draw a veil over a
conceit once considered
funny and now not so
much).

In the movie he has out
this weekend, Hanks is
playing Mister Rogers in “A
Beautiful Day in the Neigh-
borhood,” so, as you can
imagine, the “everyman”
usage has hit Defcon 1. 

MARY McNAMARA

Time to
rethink
the ‘E’
word 

[See Hanks, E4]

In 2011, the Los Angles
County Museum of Art an-
nounced the acquisition 
of “Cranes,” a breathtaking
pair of six-panel painted
screens by Maruyama Okyo
(1733-95), Japan’s leading
18th century artist. Robert
T. Singer, curator of Japa-
nese art at the museum, had
spent years negotiating an
export license for the excep-
tional work, which certainly
seems worthy of national
treasure designation by the
Japanese government, and
philanthropist and museum
trustee Camilla Chandler
Frost stepped forward to
make the incredible pur-

ART REVIEW

Animals’ exquisite role in Japanese works 
Breathtaking examples
power the marvelous
‘Every Living Thing’
exhibition at LACMA. 

CHRISTOPHER KNIGHT

ART CRITIC

“CRANES,” Maruyama Okyo’s 1772 six-panel work, inspired “Every Living Thing: Animals in Japanese Art.”
Christopher Knight Los Angeles Times

[See Animals, E5]

Sarah Baughn still wanted to

teach yoga, even after it all. After she said that Bikram

Choudhury, the infamous Indian guru behind the hot yoga

phenomenon, sexually harassed her. After she became the

first of the yogi’s followers to publicly accuse him of miscon-

duct, filing a lawsuit that would inspire numerous other

women to follow in her footsteps. After settling out of court

with her former mentor, who continues to deny any wrong-

doing, accepting what she said was a payment meant to 

make up for what he had allegedly done to her.

She still wanted to teach yoga because it had transformed

her. She’d found the practice in 2004, when she was 20 and in

her second year of college, battling scoliosis. After a few

Bikram-style classes, her spine began to feel better, and

she became “two-classes-a-day obsessed.” She dropped out 

of college in Washington, moving to Los Angeles to learn 

from the guru himself.

So even a decade later — when Bikram had come to mean

something very different to her — she wanted to stick with

teaching. But then one day in 2014, during a class she was

leading, a student approached her during the water break.

The pupil told Baughn she’d found the instructor’s classes 

so impactful that she had just become a Bikram-certified

teacher herself.

“And in a split second, it all flashed through my head,”

Baughn, now 34, recalled. “You’re a 

BIKRAM CHOUDHURY, in speedo leading a class in Los Angeles, is the focus of a new Netflix film, “Bikram: Yogi, Guru, Predator.”

Luis Sinco Los Angeles Times

Presenting their case
Documentary delves into claims against the Bikram yoga founder
BY AMY KAUFMAN >>>

[See Choudhury, E2]
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“What in the world are 
we going to do?” Coldplay’s
Chris Martin asks to start
the title track of his group’s
new double album, “Every-
day Life.” “Look at what
everybody’s going through.”

Lush with creamy key-
boards and gently arcing
guitar licks, the music
around him is just what
we’ve come to expect from
this weighted blanket of a
rock band — as quintes-
sentially Coldplay as that
opening couplet, which is
vague enough to encom-
pass any trauma a listener
might bring to it.

“Everyone hurts / Every-
one cries,” the singer goes
on, which of course is no less
true today than it was when
R.E.M. made the same point
nearly 30 years ago.

But if Coldplay has en-
dured by dispensing a 
kind of all-purpose reassur-
ance — it remains, two dec-
ades after it emerged from
Britain’s post-Radiohead
sweepstakes, one of the few
nonboomer guitar acts ca-
pable of filling stadiums —
Martin spends much of the
band’s eighth LP pushing
past the feel-good general-

ities that made him rock’s
cuddliest heartthrob.

Martin began back in the
“Yellow” days by re-scaling
U2’s “The Joshua Tree” to
student-union dimensions;
over time, the group slowly
went bigger and slicker,
eventually racking up col-
laborations with the likes 
of Rihanna and the Chain-
smokers. But even as Martin
became a real-deal celebrity,
his presentation remained
nice-guy opaque.

Here, in contrast, over
the swirling psych-folk
groove of “Church,” he works
a surprisingly intimate 
sex-as-religion metaphor —
catnip for folks who wonder

about his love life after his
and Gwyneth Paltrow’s
“conscious uncoupling” —
while the disarming “Dad-
dy” zooms in unusually close
on the relationship between
a father and child: “Look,
Dad, we got the same hair.”

At times, good isn’t even
the feeling Martin is after, as
in “Guns,” a bitterly sarcas-
tic acoustic rant about folks
arming themselves to the
teeth, and the eerie and
menacing “Trouble in
Town,” which features what
sounds like a body-cam re-
cording of an abusive cop.

Put it this way: Martin
has been sufficiently roiled
by stories of racist attacks

and kids in cages that he
drops F-bombs in more than
one track, which has to be a
first for a Coldplay record.

In a search for further 
detail — or perhaps to leave
behind the chaos of Trump
and Brexit for a bit — the
group went globetrotting,
like British Isles royals 
Sting and Bono before it, 
for “Everyday Life,” pulling
in sounds from Africa and
the Middle East that distin-
guish this set from Cold-
play’s recent dabblings in
white-guy R&B and soft-
touch EDM. (To celebrate
the album’s release, Cold-
play — Martin along with
guitarist Jonny Buckland,

bassist Guy Berryman and
drummer Will Champion —
livestreamed a gig from Jor-
dan on Friday instead of 
doing a full tour, which the
band says it’s delaying until
it can figure out how to travel
in an environmentally sus-
tainable fashion.)

And musically, at least,
that journey paid off. The
gorgeous “Bani Adam” ben-
efits from a sample of a 
piece by Nigerian composer
Ikoli Harcourt Whyte; “Ara-
besque,” with a blaring 
saxophone solo by Femi
Kuti, gathers a swaggering
momentum we’ve never
heard from Coldplay. (Other
guests include Tiwa Savage,
a Nigerian singer Beyoncé
also drafted for her “Lion
King” album; pop super-
producer Max Martin; and
Chris Martin’s 13-year-old
son, Moses, who gets a
cowriting credit on “Or-
phans.”) Then there’s the
delicate “Èkó,” which openly
invites comparisons to the

work of an earlier traveler,
Paul Simon, whom Coldplay
evokes again in “Old
Friends.”

But where Simon in 
his lyrics always seemed de-
termined to catch some-
thing of the complexity of 
the place he was visiting,
Martin can be awfully sim-
plistic in these songs — a
problem in any context but
especially on an album 
otherwise marked by some
of his most nuanced words.

“In Africa the rivers are
perfectly deep and perfectly
wide,” he sings in “Èkó,”
practically begging us to 
picture him in a pith helmet.
“In Africa the mothers will
sing you to sleep and say, ‘It’s
all right.’ ” (All the rivers?
Every mother?)

Though you can appreci-
ate his looking beyond 
himself — as in “Orphans,”
which somewhat clumsily
attempts to channel the
frustration of kids displaced
by war in Syria — the result
feels even more blandly uni-
versalized than Coldplay’s
old moon-June love songs.

Fortunately, “Everyday
Life” doesn’t end before
Martin tries to rouse our
can-do spirit with “Champi-
on of the World,” a would-be
anthem in which he’s “head-
ing upwards from the Earth”
with — wait for it — “E.T. on
my bicycle.”

Say what you want about
the ungainliness of the 
image. But you can’t deny
the chutzpah it took to put 
it out there.

ALBUM REVIEW

Coldplay seeks ‘Everyday Life’ ’round world
The British band pulls
in sounds of Africa,
Mideast on ambitious
but clumsy album.

MIKAEL WOOD
POP MUSIC CRITIC

COLDPLAY, with Jonny Buckland, left, Chris Martin and Guy Berryman, is one
of few nonboomer guitar acts still able to fill stadiums, as at Rose Bowl in 2016.

Michael Owen Baker For The Times

“EVERYDAY LIFE” is
the result of band’s sonic
globetrotting journey.

Atlantic Records

Long before Frida there
was Juana.

Sor Juana Inés de la
Cruz, a nun in 17th century
Mexico City, then capital of
New Spain, was the first
great poet in the Americas.
She was also a determined
scholar, composer, play-
wright, painter, architect
and religious thinker at a
time when women, espe-
cially nuns, weren’t sup-
posed to be any of those
things. In so doing with 
unerring brilliance, she
managed to became one 
of the most celebrated fig-
ures of her time in the 
Spanish world.

She may not have a frac-
tion of the international
fame of Frida Kahlo. The
cloister in which Juana lived
in Mexico City’s historic 
center may not draw the
clusters of tour buses that
Frida’s house does. Sor
Juana fell into relative 
obscurity for close to three
centuries, until Nobel laure-
ate Octavio Paz published 
a pioneering biography and
study of her. Since then,
however, a valuable Juana
cultural industry has taken
hold.

Her likeness is on Mexi-
co’s 200-peso note. Modern
Juana novels, plays and
films abound. Netflix offers
the binge-worthy biopic se-
ries “Juana Inés,” enhanced
by Michael Nyman’s music.
John Adams included her
poems in his popular orato-
rio “El Niño.” Five years ago,
Fort Worth Opera mounted
Daniel Crozier’s “With
Blood, With Ink” about her.

With the premiere of
Carla Lucero’s illuminating
“Juana” at the Freud Play-
house on Friday night, Op-
era UCLA has brought
Juana once more to the lyric
stage. Based on the 1999 
novel “Sor Juana’s Second
Dream” by UCLA scholar
Alicia Gaspar de Alba, who
cowrote the Spanish lan-
guage libretto with the com-
poser, the new opera posits 
a Juana for our times.

As an operatic heroine,
the illegitimate daughter of
a Spanish officer and a Cre-
ole mother is a natural both
for what we know about her
and for all that we can, as is
the need and right of opera,
surmise. Her precocious 
genius stunned priests and
scholars alike in Mexico 
City, as did her entrancing
beauty. She had a feisty in-
dependence yet became a
nun at age 19. Presumably,
this was a way for her to
avoid a stifling marriage and

to pursue her scholarly and
artistic aims. It is now wide-
ly held — and the central
theme of the opera — that
Juana was not only a proto-
feminist but also a gay one.

She remarkably thrived
as a poet and scholar in reli-
gious life but bristled under
its restrictions. She had ad-
versaries around every cor-
ner, be it misogynist male
clergy or nuns jealous of her
fame and privilege. 

The opera opens with
Juana having been commis-
sioned, to the disapproval of
her mother superior and of
her confessor, to design a
grand arch for the arrival 
of a new viceroy and his wife,
the vicereine, from Spain. By
reading not far between the
sensual lines of Juana’s po-
etry and her correspond-
ence with the vicereine (La
Contessa in the opera), De
Alba posits in her novel a 
romance, which is con-

summated at the end of the
first act.

Juana’s bold liturgical ar-
guments ultimately led to
her downfall. She repented
and signed her repentance
in blood. The opera’s Inqui-
sition-like trial, in which 
she is forced to give up her
books and serve the sick, is
the dramatic climax, pre-
senting Juana as an ecstatic
martyr, shocking her tor-
mentors. Within months,
she catches what might 
have been plague and dies 
at age 46 in 1695.

Opera UCLA is present-
ing “Juana” as the second of
three new operas by female
composers and librettists,
begun last spring and con-
tinuing to next spring. The
production, a collaboration
with UCLA’s Herb Alpert
School of Music and its
School of Theater, Film and
Television, is a nearly all-fe-
male affair, with the occa-

sional male student mostly
in technical capacities. The
cast has its share of male
singers for clergy and court
roles, each a duplicitous or
otherwise ineffectual char-
acter. If that sounds ungen-
erous, in real life, some were
seemingly far worse. Juana’s
nemesis, a loathsome arch-
bishop, flogged priests for al-
lowing a woman to come
anywhere near them or to
have even cleaned a floor on
which they walked.

For Lucero, “Juana” is a
labor of love. She already
had wanted her second op-
era (her first, “Wuornos,”
portrayed serial killer Aileen
Wuornos) to be about Sor
Juana when she discovered
De Alba’s novel in 2002. The
project has been a 17-year ef-
fort, with interruptions for
other work. The score offers
an occasion for the Bay Area
composer to incorporate
what might seem contradic-

tory strengths: a back-
ground in the avant-garde 
at the California Institute 
of the Arts, work in televi-
sion and film, along with —
as a Latina herself — an
abiding interest in indige-
nous Mexican music.

The result is a loving por-
trait of Juana and her inner
struggles with sexuality and
liberation. In contrast to the
somewhat more modernist
male gaze of Crozier’s “With
Blood, With Ink,” Lucero’s
vocal writing is highly lyr-
ical. It is a longish two-act
opera (nearly three hours
with intermission, double
the length of Crozier’s) 
that, though divided into a
great many short scenes,
feels like it flows musically
with few breaks.

The chamber orchestra,
conducted by Mary Chun, 
is one of the opera’s two
great glories. Along with a
standard string quintet, 
the ensemble is peppered
with Baroque instruments
(harpsichord, alto recorder
and small guitar) and col-
ored by indigenous percus-
sion instruments and ocari-
na. A modern guitar adds
some Spanish flair.

Lucero comfortably
mixes these musical periods
and styles. But there is no
way to keep the indigenous
instruments with their
sounds and tunings down,
bringing to mind specu-
lations about a lost Juana
treatise on tunings. (John
Cage and Paz happened to
have been fascinated by 
this prospect and once dis-
cussed it over breakfast at
Harvard.) I heard the ocari-
na as the voice of Juana
standing out from the

crowd.
The other glory was 

Meagan Martin’s Juana. A
mezzo-soprano who re-
cently graduated from
UCLA, she offered a calmly
possessed poet of subdued
sublimity, a figure of near
saintly grace in the various
political, social and church
snake pits she is subjected
to. She suggested little of 
the fleshy, flashy sensuality
of La Contessa, intended 
for a showier soprano and
here expertly handled by
Michelle Drever. The sub-
limity of their love scene 
is gracefully suggested
through the orchestra and
whispered poetry, rather
than intertwining vocal
lines. The one oddity to the
sizable cast of historical fig-
ures, capably sung by stu-
dent performers, is the addi-
tion of El Alma, a spectral,
maybe Maya, figure who
spells out what the opera is
all about. She (or he, or they
— the role was written for an
androgynous countertenor
but is here taken by a mezzo-
soprano) references Plato’s
proposition of three sexes in
“Symposium” and prepares
us for Juana as a Sapphic fig-
ure returning to help us with
interpretive perspective.

Thanks to the com-
manding vocal and theat-
rical presence of Carmen
Voskuhl, dressed in a slinky
gown and extravagant head-
dresses, El Alma might seem
a welcome exotic presence 
in an otherwise straightfor-
ward period production 
directed by Sara E. Widzer.
But the Juana we celebrate
challenged academic ortho-
doxy, as the rest of “Juana”
convincingly demonstrates. 

Illuminating ‘Juana’ for our times 

SOR JUANA INÉS DE LA CRUZ (Meagan Martin) and Padre Antonio (Justin Birchell) in Opera UCLA’s production of “Juana.” 
Photographs by Myung J. Chun Los Angeles Times

EL ALMA (Carmen Voskuhl), a spectral figure, spells out what “Juana’s” about. 

OPERA REVIEW 

Opera UCLA debuts
Carla Lucero’s work,
based on the life of a
proto-feminist nun. 

MARK SWED
MUSIC CRITIC



Prepare the warheads. 
This is not to dis anyone

who has used the term lately
or even frequently. I have
used it myself, probably at
least once to describe the
mien of Tom Hanks. But
there was something about
the term in reference to a
film about Mister Rogers
that sent me over the edge
— Fred Rogers is an “every-
man” like Tom Hanks is an
“everyman,” which is to say
not at all. 

According to Webster’s,
“everyman” is “the typical 
or ordinary person.” We 
can pause right there to
note that the term is obvi-
ously and exclusively male
and has no feminine coun-
terpart, because appar-
ently, when we are describ-
ing “the typical or ordinary
person,” we mean a man,
even though the majority 
of people living on this plan-
et are women. “Every-
woman” is not a description
regularly associated 
with any female actor, in-
cluding Sally Field; histori-
cally, the term “girl next
door” signified a similar
down-to-earth charm
(though never in a leading
role), but it has mercifully
fallen out of favor.

“Everyman” is mostly
used as a literary term,
introduced into the lan-
guage by a 15th century
morality play written in
Middle English. In it, ac-
cording to the British Li-
brary website (in case you
thought I could actually
read Middle English), a
character known as Every-
man is informed of his immi-
nent death, by Death him-
self. He quickly struggles to
put aside all the false and
worldly things he loves to
achieve the Christian ver-
sion of salvation.

So it is not surprising
that the modern version of
“everyman,” although not
overtly Christian, is rarely if
ever applied to any person
or character identifying
with any other faith. Or to 
a man who is not white. 
Tom Hanks is many 
things, including highly
Caucasian, which is one big
reason why the constant
reference to him as an “ev-
eryman” is so very trouble-
some. An “everyman” is 
also rarely to never plagued
by addiction, mental 
illness, irrevocable physical
challenges or even, with
the exception of, say, 
“The Grapes of Wrath,”
extreme poverty. Today’s
“everyman” is either 
working or middle class,
even though both of those
things are vanishing at a
rapid clip.

The biggest problem
with the term, however,
especially as it is applied to

Hanks, is not demographic
but spiritual. Any actor who
can embody Walt Disney,
Fred Rogers and Forrest
Gump cannot be said to
specialize in “everyman.”
Hanks has certainly played
characters that fit with the
traditional imperfect-but-
struggling-toward-grace
definition of the term — Joe
Fox in “You’ve Got Mail,”
Charlie Wilson in “Charlie
Wilson’s War,” even Ben
Bradlee in “The Post.” 

More often than not,
however, his characters are
essentially decent and kind
men who when placed in
extraordinary circum-
stances do extraordinary
things. Capt. Miller in “Sav-
ing Private Ryan,” Viktor
Navorski in “The Terminal,”
Richard Phillips in “Captain
Phillips,” James Donovan in
“Bridge of Spies,” Chesley
Sullenberger in “Sully” and,
of course, Woody in the “Toy
Story” franchise. Woody,
like many of Hanks’ charac-
ters, makes mistakes, sure,
but his resting point is nice.
Not just nice, benevolent. A
leader who is often willing to
sacrifice himself for the
group.

That is what Hanks is so
good at, and why we love
him so — his characters
inevitably seem soft around
the edges (at age 63, 
Hanks could still be de-
scribed as baby-faced), but
time and again they prove
that kindness is strength,
quiet resolve is the best
form of courage and moral
decency is the bedrock of
heroism.

Wouldn’t it be nice to live
in a world where that was
the definition of typical and
ordinary, of “everyman”?
Alas, we will probably never
know. For many of us, the
struggle begins much fur-
ther back on the path to
salvation; for many of us,
“everyman” characters are
far removed — by color,
gender, culture, mental
health or financial and
emotional security, never
mind essential goodness —
from any recognizable defi-
nition of “ordinary” or “typi-
cal.”

Hanks is an extraordi-
nary actor who most often
plays heroes. Not super- or
anti- or gimlet-eyed classic
but heroic nonetheless.
There’s nothing “everyman”
about it, and why should
there be? The term is at 
best meaningless and at
worst dismissive. Being
kind and decent takes 
work, sometimes hard
work, in real life and on 
the big screen, and many of
us face obstacles beyond
moral fortitude. 

And as good an actor as
Hanks is, no one should be
asked to carry the burden 
of every man.

Time to get rid of term ‘everyman’ 
LEADERS ONE AND ALL 

David James DreamWorks Pictures

Disney Pixar

TOM HANKS’ hero characters include (clockwise from top left) Capt. Miller in “Saving Private Ryan,”
Woody in the “Toy Story” franchise, Chesley Sullenberger in “Sully” and James Donovan in “Bridge of Spies.” 

Keith Bernstein Warner Bros. Pictures

Dreamworks / 20th Century Fox

[Hanks, from E1]
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Internet,” with $56.2 million.
But the rest of this year’s top
10 grossed $87.1 million less
this past weekend than the
corresponding movies in
2018. The year-to-date total
now stands at $9.9 billion, 7%
below last year.

“Frozen 2” picks up three
years after the events of the
original, rejoining Elsa,
Anna and Olaf as they seek
the origin of Elsa’s magical
powers. It was well-received,
with an A-minus Cinema-
Score and a 75% “fresh” rat-
ing on review aggregation
site Rotten Tomatoes.

The sequel comes six
years after the original
opened with $93.6 million on
its way to $1.27 billion in glob-
al receipts. That picture in-
spired millions of dollars in
merchandising revenue and
stands as the highest-gross-
ing animated film globally,
not adjusting for inflation. 

In a distant second, 
Fox’s “Ford v Ferrari” added
$16 million in its second
weekend for a cumulative
$58 million. Globally, the 
film stands at $103.8 million.

At No. 3, Sony and Tri-
Star Pictures’ “A Beautiful
Day in the Neighborhood”
opened with $13.5 million,
just under analyst projec-
tions of $14 million. 

The film stars Tom
Hanks as iconic children’s
television show host Fred
Rogers in a story by Micah
Fitzerman-Blue and Noah
Harpster. Directed by Mar-
ielle Heller, the movie also
features Matthew Rhys, 
Susan Kelechi Watson and
Chris Cooper. 

“Beautiful Day” earned
positive critical response,

with a 96% “fresh” rating on
Rotten Tomatoes, and is ex-
pected to draw interest
through awards season. 

In fourth place, STX En-
tertainment’s “21 Bridges”
opened with $9.3 million, be-
low analyst projections of
$12 million to $14 million. 

Starring and coproduced
by Chadwick Boseman, the
film follows an NYPD de-
tective on the hunt for a 
pair of cop killers who in the
process uncovers mass cor-
ruption within his precinct.
“Avengers: Endgame” di-
rectors Joe and Anthony
Russo coproduced the 
picture, which also stars 
Sienna Miller, Stephan
James, Taylor Kitsch and
J.K. Simmons.

It earned mixed recep-
tion, with a B-plus Cinema-
Score and a 45% “rotten” 
rating on Rotten Tomatoes. 

Rounding out the top
five, Lionsgate’s “Midway”
added $4.7 million in its 
third weekend for a cumula-
tive $43.1 million.

At No. 6, Paramount’s
“Playing With Fire” earned
an additional $4.6 million 
in its third weekend for a 
cumulative $31.6 million.

In seventh place, Warner
Bros.’ “The Good Liar” add-
ed $3.4 million in its second
weekend for a cumulative
$11.8 million. 

“Charlie’s Angels,” at 
No. 8, took in an additional
$3.2 million in its second
weekend for a cumulative

$13.9 million.
In ninth place, Uni-

versal’s “Last Christmas”
added $3 million in its third
weekend for a cumulative
$27.8 million.

Rounding out the top 
10, Warner Bros.’ “Joker”
earned $2.8 million more in
its eighth weekend for a cu-
mulative $326.9 million. 

In limited release, Focus
Features’ “Dark Waters”
opened in four locations to
$110,000.

Starring Mark Ruffalo,
the legal thriller is based on
the real-life story of attorney
Rob Bilott, who took on the
DuPont chemical company
to expose the effects of the
harmful chemical PFOA. It
earned a 91% “fresh” rating

on Rotten Tomatoes.
Amazon expanded Shia

LeBeouf ’s “Honey Boy”
into 44 locations in its third
weekend (up from 17) to
$269,028 for a cumulative
$939,676. 

A24 expanded “Waves”
into 21 locations in its second
weekend (up from four in its

debut) to $168,760 for a cu-
mulative $335,991.

On Wednesday, Uni-
versal opens the drama
“Queen & Slim” and Li-
onsgate debuts the mystery
comedy “Knives Out,” which
has already taken in $2 mil-
lion in sold-out early-access
screenings Friday night.

BOX OFFICE

‘Frozen 2’ is casting a magical spell globally 

“FROZEN 2” had the biggest opening ever for Walt Disney Animation Studios.

Disney

Estimated sales in the U.S. and Canada:

Movie 

(Studio)

3-day 

gross

(millions)

Percentage

change from

last weekend

Total

(millions)

Days in

release

1 Frozen 2
(Disney)

$127 NA $127 3

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2 Ford v. Ferrari
(20th Century Fox)

$16 -49% $58 10

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3 A Beautiful Day
in the Neighborhood
(Sony)

$13.5 NA $13.5 3

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4 21 Bridges
(STX Entertainment)

$9.3 NA $9.3 3

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5 Midway
(Lionsgate)

$4.7 -45% $43.1 17

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6 Playing With Fire
(Paramount)

$4.6 -45% $31.6 17

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7 The Good Liar
(Warner Bros.)

$3.4 -40% $11.8 10

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8 Charlie’s Angels
(Sony)

$3.2 -62% $13.9 10

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9 Last Christmas
(Universal)

$3 -53% $27.8 17

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10 Joker
(Warner Bros.)

$2.8 -47% $326.9 52

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Industry totals

3-day gross 

(in millions)

Change from

2018

Year-to-date

gross

(in billions)

Change

from

2018

Change in

attendance

from 2018

$201.7 -6.8% $9.9 -7% NA

Sources: Comscore

Los Angeles Times

[‘Frozen 2,’ from E1]
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SERIES

The Neighborhood Gemma

(Beth Behrs) sets a Mal-

colm (Sheaun McKinney)

up on a blind date with a

teacher at her school in

this new episode. 8 p.m.

CBS

The Voice The Top 11 will

perform songs selected by

fans in this new episode. 8

p.m. NBC

All American Spencer,

Grace, Dillon and Darnell

(Daniel Ezra, Karimah

Westbrook, Jalyn Hall and

Da’Vinchi) go on a mis-

sion to find Corey (Chad

L. Coleman) in this new

episode. 8 p.m. The CW

Bob Hearts Abishola When

Abishola (Folake Olowo-

foyeku) gives a previous

suitor (Tony Tambi) a sec-

ond chance. 8:30 p.m. CBS

All Rise When one of Lola’s

(Simone Missick) former

murder cases is over-

turned on appeal Lola

fears she may have prose-

cuted an innocent man. 9

p.m. CBS

Black Lightning Anissa

(Nafessa Williams) tells

Jefferson (Cress

Williams) that she needs

Black Lightning’s help in

escorting meta refugees

out of the perimeter in this

new episode of the super-

hero series. 9 p.m. The CW

Dancing With the Stars
Lauren Alaina, Ally

Brooke, Hannah Brown

and Kel Mitchell will com-

pete for the Mirrorball tro-

phy in the season finale. 9

p.m. ABC

Prodigal Son With his father

(Michael Sheen) in soli-

tary confinement and the

FBI running the Junkyard

Killer case, Malcolm (Tom

Payne) tries having a nor-

mal lifestyle.9 p.m. Fox

Holiday Baking Champi-
onship Host Jesse Palmer

opens the new Thanksgiv-

ing episode by assigning

the seven remaining bak-

ers to use baked Brie and

jam mini-pies to elevate a

familiar and popular holi-

day appetizer. In the main

heat, the bakers take a

prepared ingredient and

incorporate it in a crowd-

pleasing Thanksgiving

dessert. Judges Duff

Goldman, Nancy Fuller

and Lorraine Pascale will

send one baker home. 9

p.m. Food Network

Wrap Battle This new six-

episode holiday competi-

tion features contestants

showing their skills at

wrapping presents. 9 and

10 p.m. Freeform

His Dark MaterialsArriving

North, Lyra (Dafne Keen)

seeks allies. 9 p.m. HBO

Christmas Cookie Chal-
lenge Host Eddie Jackson

invites five cookie makers

to take on the world of fine

art by assembling spec-

tacular cookie mosaics in

the season premiere. 10

p.m. Food Network

SPECIALS

College Behind Bars Film-

maker Ken Burns is an

executive producer of di-

rector Lynn Novick’s two-

part special (concluding

Tuesday) that takes view-

ers inside six New York

state prisons where pro-

gram gives inmates a

chance to earn college de-

grees. 9 p.m. KOCE

MOVIES

A Christmas Duet Former

singer turned innkeeper

(Chaley Rose) is stressed

when her business part-

ner (Chiara Zanni) goes

on pregnancy leave just as

their inn prepares to wel-

come a big holiday festi-

val. 8 p.m. Hallmark

Tully (2018) 3 p.m. Cinemax

Bohemian Rhapsody (2018)

6:40 p.m. HBO

TALK SHOWS

CBS This Morning Doris

Kearns Goodwin; Drew

Carey; Gretchen Rubin.

(N) 7 a.m. KCBS

Today (N) 7 a.m. KNBC

Good Morning America Di-

rector J.J. Abrams; Josh

Gad; Jason Aldean per-

forms. (N) 7 a.m. KABC

Good Day L.A. Gabriel Igle-

sias; shoe designer Jessica

Rich. (N) 7 a.m. KTTV

Live With Kelly and Ryan
Garth Brooks; Drew

Carey. (N) 9 a.m. KABC

The View (N) 10 a.m. KABC

Rachael Ray Alan Alda. (N)

10 a.m. KTTV

The Talk Jamie Lee Curtis;

Carson Kressley; Wanda

Wen. (N) 1 p.m. KCBS

Tamron Hall Patti LaBelle

and Deborah Cox. (N) 1

p.m. KABC

The Dr. Oz Show Mel Rob-

bins; Cameron Mathison.

(N) 1 p.m. KTTV

The Kelly Clarkson Show
Garth Brooks performs.

(N) 2 p.m. KNBC

Dr. Phil A woman blames

her mother’s illness and

father’s alcoholism and

physical abuse for her

rage. (N) 3 p.m. KCBS

The Ellen DeGeneres Show
Victoria Beckham, Victo-

ria Beckham Beauty. (N) 3

p.m. KNBC

The Real Max Greenfield,

Sheaun McKinney and

Marcel Spears (“The

Neighborhood”); co-host

Tisha Campbell. (N) 3

p.m. KTTV

The Doctors Ketamine clin-

ics; a guest says the show

saved his life; a way to re-

member where one put

one’s keys. (N) 3 p.m.

KCOP

To the Contrary With Bon-
nie Erbé Author Liz

Plank’s “For the Love of

Men.” (N) 6 p.m. KVCR

Amanpour and Company
(N) 11 p.m. KCET; mid-

night KVCR; 1 a.m. KLCS

The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon Daisy Rid-

ley; Tom Hiddleston; au-

thor Michael Eric Dyson;

Noah Cyrus and Leon

Bridges perform. (N) 11:34

p.m. KNBC

The Late Show: Stephen
Colbert Robert De Niro;

filmmaker J.J. Abrams.

(N) 11:35 p.m. KCBS

The Late Late Show With
James Corden Jamie Lee

Curtis; Thomas Middled-

itch; Pardison Fontaine.

(N) 12:37 a.m. KCBS

Late Night Sterling K.

Brown; Gilbert Gottfried;

Derren Brown. (N) 12:37

a.m. KNBC

A Little Late Thomas Mid-

dleditch; Martin Starr;

Zach Woods; Amanda

Crew. (N) 1:38 a.m. KNBC

TV HIGHLIGHTS

Michael Yarish CBS

A RIVAL emerges in a
new episode of “Bob
Hearts Abishola” star-
ring Folake Olowofoyeku.

Sports News (N) New Å Closed CaptioningMoviesMonday Prime-Time TV
8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm

CBS The Neighbor-
hood (TVPG)
A blind date.
(N)Å

Bob Hearts
Abishola
(TVPG) A
Rival. (N)Å

All Rise (TV14) Lola’s former
murder case is overturned;
Lola may have prosecuted an
innocent man. (N)Å

Bull (TV14) Pizzeria owners
are being sued by a teenager
who was injured climbing
their rooftop signage. (N)Å

News (N)Å

NBC The Voice (TVPG) The Top 11 artists perform songs select-
ed by fans. (N)Å

Bluff City Law (TV14) Sydney
and Elijah race to get asylum
for a journalist. (N)Å

News (N)Å

CW All American (TVPG) A mis-
sion to find Corey. (N)Å

Black Lightning Anissa needs
Black Lightning’s help. (N)

News (N)Å Sports Final
(N) (10:45)Å

News (N)Å

ABC Post Game (8:15) Dancing With the Stars (TVPG) (Season finale) (N)Å News (N)Å

KCAL News (N)Å News (N)Å News (N)Å Sports Central black-ishÅ

FOX 9-1-1 (TV14) Debris from
a meteor crashes into an
apartment building. (N)Å

Prodigal Son (TV14) Martin is
in solitary; the FBI takes over
the Junkyard case. (N)Å

News (N)Å Extra (TVPG)
Å

MyNt Law & Order: SVU (TV14)Å Law & Order: SVU (TV14)Å Seinfeld (TVG) SeinfeldÅ King of Queens

KVCR Inside the Court of Henry VIIIÅ Poldark (TV14)Å Horse Powers: Vikings Focus-Europe

KCET Death in Paradise (TVPG)Å Father Brown (TVPG)Å Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries AmanpourÅ

UNI La Rosa de Guadalupe (TV14) Cuna de lobos (TV14) El dragón (TV14) (N) Noticias

KOCE Antiques Roadshow (TVG)
Harrisburg.Å

College Behind Bars (TV14) Parts One & Two. (Premiere) A
program from incarcerated men and women. (N)Å

Native America
(TVPG)Å

KDOC Dateline (TV14)Å Dateline (TV14)Å Family GuyÅ Family GuyÅ Seinfeld (TVG)

KLCS Angle of AttackÅ Angle of AttackÅ D-Day: Over Normandy (TVPG) World News

A&E Live PD: Patrol Live PD: Patrol Live Rescue (TV14) (N)Å PD: Rewind

AMC Christmas Vacation (7) National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation››› (1989) Chevy Chase. (9:15)Å

ANP River Monsters (TVPG) River Monsters (TVPG) River Monsters

BBC Predator ››› (1987) Arnold Schwarzenegger, Carl Weathers. (R)Å Predator 2 ›› (1990) (R)Å

BET Welcome Home Roscoe (6:35) Little Man›› (2006) Shawn Wayans, Marlon Wayans. (PG-13)

Bravo Below Deck (TV14)Å Below Deck (TV14) (N)Å What Happens Below Deck (TV14)Å

CMT Mom (TV14) Mom (TV14) Mom (TV14) Mom (TV14) Mom (TV14) Mom (TV14) Mom (TV14)

CNN Anderson Cooper (TVPG)Å Cuomo Prime TimeÅ CNN Tonight: Don LemonÅ Newsroom (N)

Com The OfficeÅ The OfficeÅ The OfficeÅ The OfficeÅ The OfficeÅ The OfficeÅ Daily ShowÅ

Disc Street Outlaws (TV14) Drivers hustle to rack up points. (N)Å Street Outlaws (TV14)Å

Disn Roll With ItÅ Roll With ItÅ Roll With ItÅ Roll With ItÅ Roll With ItÅ Roll With ItÅ Roll With ItÅ

E! Botched (TV14)Å Botched (TV14)Å Botched (TV14) (N)Å Pop (N)Å

ESPN SportsCenter (8:15) (N) NFL Rewind SportsCenter (N)Å

Food Holiday Baking Championship
(TVG) (N)Å

Holiday Baking Championship
(TVG) (N)Å

Christmas Cookie Challenge
(TVG) (N)Å

Holiday Baking
(TVG)Å

FNC Fox News at Night (N)Å Tucker Carlson TonightÅ HannityÅ IngrahamÅ

Free Home Alone 2 (6:20) Wrap Battle (TVPG) (N)Å Wrap Battle (TVPG) (N)Å The 700 Club

FX Transformers: Dark of the Moon›› (2011) Shia LaBeouf, Josh Duhamel. (PG-13)Å

Hall A Christmas Duet (2019) Teryl Rothery.Å A Royal Christmas (2014) (10:03)

HGTV Love It or List It (TVPG)Å Love It or List It (TVPG) (N) Love It or List It (TVPG)Å Love It or List It

Hist American Pickers (TVPG)Å American Pickers (TVPG) (N) American Pickers (10:03) (N) Pickers

IFC 2 1/2 MenÅ 2 1/2 MenÅ 2 1/2 MenÅ 2 1/2 MenÅ 2 1/2 MenÅ 2 1/2 MenÅ 2 1/2 MenÅ

Life My Christmas Prince (2017) Alexis Knapp.Å Christmas in Mississippi (2017) (10:03)Å

MSN 11th Hour (N)Å The Rachel Maddow ShowÅ The Last WordÅ 11th HourÅ

MTV Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness

NGC Hitler’s Final Days (TV14) The months before Hitler’s defeat. Nazi Megastructures (TVPG) Final Days

Nick America’s Most Musical Family Friends (TV14) Friends (TV14) Friends (TV14) Friends (TV14) Friends (TV14)

OWN Dateline on OWN (TV14) Dateline on OWN (TV14) Dateline on OWN (TVPG) Dateline

Para Cops (TV14) Cops (TV14) Cops (TV14) Cops (TV14) Cops (TV14) Cops (TV14) Cops (TV14)

Sund The Silence of the Lambs›››› (1991) Jodie Foster. (R)Å Contact››› (1997) (PG)

Syfy Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1››› (2010) Daniel Radcliffe, Rupert Grint. (PG-13)Å

TBS Family GuyÅ Family GuyÅ Family GuyÅ Family GuyÅ American Dad American Dad ConanÅ

TCM The Thing From Another World Sherlock, Jr.››› (1924) Lilies of the Field››› (1963) Sidney Poitier.

TLC 90 Day Fiancé (TV14) Angela and Michael’s journey. (N) 90 Day Fiancé

TNT Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice›› (2016) Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill. (PG-13)Å Batman (11:15)

Toon Teen TitansÅ Teen TitansÅ American Dad American Dad Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers Family GuyÅ

Travel Most Terrifying Places-America Hometown Horror (TV14) (N) My Horror Story (TV14) (N) My HorrorÅ

Tru JokersÅ JokersÅ JokersÅ JokersÅ Jokes (N)Å MiseryÅ JokersÅ

TV L RaymondÅ Everybody Loves RaymondÅ RaymondÅ 2 1/2 MenÅ 2 1/2 MenÅ King of Queens

USA WWE Monday Night RAW (TVPG) Survivor Series PPV results. (N)Å Modern Family

VH1 Love & Hip Hop: Hollywood (N) Cartel Crew (TV14) (N) Love & Hip Hop: Hollywood Black Ink Crew

WGN MASH (TVPG) MASH (TVPG) Married ... With Married ... With Married ... With Married ... With How I MetÅ

Cine Skyscraper›› (2018) Dwayne Johnson.Å Tomb Raider›› (2018) Alicia Vikander. (PG-13) (9:45)Å

Encr Waterworld›› (1995) (6:42) State of Play››› (2009) Russell Crowe. (PG-13)Å Casino (11:09)

Epix Godfather of Harlem (TVMA) Deep State (TVMA)Å Deep State (TVMA)Å The Ring››

HBO Bohemian Rhapsody›››
(2018) (6:40)Å

His Dark Materials (TV14) Lyra
seeks allies. (N)Å

His Dark Materials (TV14) In
North, Lyra seeks allies.Å

Watchmen
(TVMA)Å

Show Shameless (TVMA)Å Ray Donovan (TVMA)Å Shameless (TVMA)Å Black Monday

Starz Dublin Murders (7:59)Å Telling Stories Dublin Murders (9:41)Å Searching (2018) (10:42)Å

TMC American Gigolo (1980) Richard Gere, Lauren Hutton. (R)Å Angel Heart››› (1987) (R)Å

chase possible.

The immaculately pre-

served screens display 17 

life-size, hyper-real gray and

red-crowned cranes arrayed

across nearly 23 feet of ab-

stract background in shim-

mering gold leaf. The crane

paintings, publicly shown

only twice in the previous 

239 years, were instrumental

in inspiring a large survey 

exhibition. “Every Living

Thing: Animals in Japa-

nese Art” is on view through

Dec. 8 in LACMA’s Resnick

Pavilion.

Three years after the

stunning acquisition, a col-

league at The Times re-

ported some startling and 

related news, unleashing

global pandemonium. De-

spite common assumptions

among legions of fans, the

hugely popular fictional

character Hello Kitty, drawn

by Japanese illustrator Yu-

ko Shimizu, turns out not 

to be a cat.

Hello Kitty, a blank-faced

licensing bonanza conceived

by Shintaro Tsuji, founder 

of the Sanrio Co., certainly

exhibits some feline features.

Soft and pointy ears, brisk

whiskers, button eyes and

nose. 

But wearing a jumper or 

a skirt and with a jaunty 

bow in her hair, she’s actually

a plush and gentle kitty who

has been reimagined as a 

little girl. The character is 

a transformation known in

Japanese as Gijinka — the

humanization of a nonhu-

man object or entity.

The exquisite LACMA

screen-paintings of elegant

cranes stand near the top of 

a broad cultural spectrum’s

high-art end, while Hello

Kitty takes her place at the

pinnacle of the popular-art

end. Cats are one ancient

symbol for good fortune in

Japanese art; cranes are an-

other, overlapping with lon-

gevity, since folklore has it

that a crane can live for 1,000

years. It’s no surprise that

Hello Kitty doesn’t turn up

among the nearly 200 paint-

ings, sculptures, drawings,

prints and other high art ob-

jects in “Every Living Thing,”

but cats certainly do.

One place is in “Cat Amid

Spring Flowers,” an Edo pe-

riod hanging scroll by Naga-

sawa Rosetsu (1754-99). A

languid black-and-white cat

is shown intently licking the

fur of an extended paw.

Rosetsu has placed the

animal in the lower third of a

tall, vertical length of silk,

which is just over 3 feet high

and a foot wide. At the pan-

el’s left edge, entwined stems

of garden flowers rise along

the cat’s back. Rather than a

defined landscape, the scene

is marked by pale, horizontal

washes of gray that create a

dreamy, atmospheric space,

like a cloudy sky.

This otherwise closely ob-

served bit of naturalism 

also features something pe-

culiar — namely, the cat’s

contour or profile. Stretched

out, its body curves around

to suggest the form of a

sphere. Against the hazy, at-

mospheric background, the

cat’s black and white pat-

terning dissolves into cloud-

like shapes. It’s as if we are

seeing a sun or moon sil-

houetted in the sky or per-

haps reflected below in water.

The cat becomes a myste-

rious presence, an animal

that occupies an ephemeral

space somewhere between

heaven and earth. Much Jap-

anese art is infused with

Shinto and Buddhist spir-

itual values, imported to the

island through China and

Korea, where nature spirits

are a focus of worship. Belief

in sacred power is often as-

signed to animals.

Coincidentally — and sig-

nificantly — Rosetsu was a

student of Okyo, painter of

the magnificent cranes.

The birds are rendered

with keen and perceptive re-

alism. They parade proudly

across the flat, horizontal ex-

panse like avian surrogates

for the leisurely people

strolling a century later in

Georges Seurat’s “A Sunday

on La Grande Jatte.” 

Direct observation of na-

ture, partly informed by the

artist’s interest in Western

painting, merges with deep

Japanese traditions of sym-

bolic subject matter and

graceful stylization. Rosetsu

does the same, except he

trades Okyo’s dramatic

sense of grandeur for a qui-

eter, more lyrical mood. It’s

instructive to see the two, a

generation apart in age, in

the same show.

One other notable feature

of these two works of art is

that both are in LACMA’s

own collection — as are many

of the show’s greatest exam-

ples. Around half of the ex-

hibition is from the muse-

um’s impressive holdings,

normally housed in the Pavil-

ion for Japanese Art, which is

closed for renovation.

In addition to Okyo’s

“Cranes,” there’s a 12th cen-

tury pair of sacred monkeys

from a Shinto shrine,

hunched and curious in a 

disconcerting fusion of hu-

man and animal instinct, in-

stalled next to a rare screen

painting that shows mon-

keys cavorting on a shrine’s

roof; a 10th century pair of

carved-wood lions, their ex-

pressive, almost human faces

mouthing the Sanskrit

equivalents for alpha and

omega, the beginning and

the end, life and death; and 

a 6th century earthenware

horse, a large funerary ani-

mal equipped for use in the

afterlife by a long-gone no-

ble. The exhibition provides

welcome context for some 

of the museum’s most power-

ful and important works.

Negotiations have been

underway for possible acqui-

sition of one of the most dy-

namic objects, which com-

mands the show’s entrance.

Amonumental carved statue

of “Bishamonten: Guardian

King of the North” blankets

the Buddhist warrior-god in

ferocious animals, real and

imaginary.

Dragons wrap his arms, a

lion’s head growls at his

waist, a tiger drapes down 

his back and an undefinable,

mythic creature with fierce

fangs crowns his head. These

are beasts chosen simply

(and effectively) to crank up

a power image. Eight and a

half feet tall, the magnificent,

larger-than-life sculpture is a

rare example of an exactly

dated work, its hollow interi-

or identifying its dedication

for an event known to have

taken place in 1124.

Spanning more than a

thousand years, the show

also includes some contem-

porary works, including play-

ful dog sculptures by Yoshi-

tomo Nara and Yayoi Ku-

sama. Polyester never looked

better than it does in three

white, pleated dresses de-

signed in 1990 by Issey

Miyake, held together by

grommets and leather 

straps but inspired by the

fluttering of doves.

To give such a wide-open

roster of works some shape,

the show is divided into a

dozen sections. It starts 

with the animals of the Japa-

nese zodiac, based on Chi-

na’s, and includes sections 

on religion and philosophy:

Buddhism, Shinto, Daoism,

Zen. Animals of earth, air 

and water get sorted out, 

as do those of myth and for-

eign origin — creatures of 

the faraway.

The exhibition was jointly

organized by the National

Gallery of Art in Washington,

D.C., where it was seen over

the summer, the Japan Foun-

dation in Tokyo and LACMA,

with Singer and scholar

Kawai Masatomo as co-cura-

tors. It ranges far and wide,

featuring marvelous loans

from scores of public and 

private collections in the 

U.S. and Japan.

If there’s a shortcoming,

it’s only that the exhibition

was trimmed by nearly a

third for presentation here,

perhaps a casualty of the 

museum’s truncated gallery

space as LACMA’s planned

building program gets

underway. That’s a shame,

given the surprisingly un-

precedented subject, but

there is still plenty to see.

You’ll leave wondering: Do

animals play such a perva-

sive role in the art of any

other culture? 

“PAIR OF SACRED MONKEYS,” from a Shinto shrine, fuse human and animal instinct, art critic writes.

Museum Associates / LACMA

Animals in
Japan’s art 
[Animals, from E1]

‘Every 
Living Thing’

Where: LACMA, 5905
Wilshire Blvd.

When: Through Dec. 8;
closed Wednesdays and
Thanksgiving Day

Price: $10-$25 (see
website for discounts and
free periods)

Info: (323) 857-6000,
lacma.org
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ACROSS

 1 Pole on the Pequod
 5 Conclude from evidence
 10 Auto loan figs.
 14 Smoothie berry
 15 Land, in France
 16 Talk over tea
 17 *Soccer ref ’s formal 

warning
 19 Like wet mud pies
 20 Bullring bravo
 21 Like dried-out mud pies
 22 Cerebral __: brain layer
 24 Name of many pharaohs
 26 Singer Mars
 27 *Letter box access
 30 Emeril catchword
 33 Like XLII, numeral-wise
 36 Elevator innovator
 37 Classic theater name
 38 Eurasian border range
 39 Fiber sources
 40 Four-leaf clover, to some
 41 Astronaut Armstrong
 42 Apartment payment
 43 “In Xanadu did __ 

Khan ... ”: Coleridge
 44 Weigh station unit
 45 *Area where cellphones 

don’t work
 47 Weighty exam
 49 Montblanc topper
 53 Prohibited
 55 Biblical “you”
 57 Rose of rock music
 58 “Sorry to say ... ”
 59 Later than expected ... 

and where the ends of 
the answers to starred 
clues may be found

 62 Opposite of went
 63 Bay window
 64 Many an Omani
 65 Like two, not one
 66 Simultaneous equation 

variables
 67 No longer here

DOWN

 1 Big city big shot
 2 Amtrak express train
 3 Witch trial town
 4 Shop __ you drop
 5 Formal words of 

confession
 6 Hickey spot

 7 Start to unravel
 8 Slip up
 9 Disaster relief 

organization
 10 Seed that grows 

squirrels?
 11 *Sneak into the shot
 12 Level with a wrecking 

ball
 13 River of Hades
 18 Neptune’s realm
 23 Part of KO
 25 Petite
 26 Cheesy pancake, 

perhaps
 28 Cosmetics giant
 29 Lamp support
 31 Ice skating feat
 32 Mimicking bird
 33 Littlest of the litter
 34 Snack sometimes eaten 

from the inside out
 35 *iPad’s giant ancestor
 37 City where Joan of Arc 

died
 39 Loaf holder
 43 Weak- or knock- follower
 45 Crime scene sample

 46 In full view
 48 “Peer Gynt” dramatist
 50 Egypt’s capital
 51 Guy felling trees
 52 Annapolis frosh
 53 Clock front
 54 Norse king
 55 Girl Scouts’ __ Mints
 56 Hurried, old-style
 60 Historical period
 61 Kids’ game with a safe 

area

ANSWER TO 

PREVIOUS PUZZLE

11/25/19

11/25/19

CROSSWORD

© 2019 Tribune Content AgencyBy Ed Sessa

Edited By Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

SUDOKU

BLISS By Harry Bliss

KENKEN

  Every box will contain a number; numbers depend on the size of the grid. For a 6x6 
puzzle, use Nos. 1-6. Do not repeat a number in any row or column. The numbers in each 
heavily outlined set of squares must combine to produce the target number found in the 
top left corner of the cage using the mathematical operation indicated. A number can be 
repeated within a cage as long as it is not in the same row or column.

DENNIS THE MENACE By Hank KetchamFAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane

MARMADUKE By Brad & Paul AndersonARGYLE SWEATER By Scott Hilburn

SPEED BUMP By Dave Coverly

COMICS

Aries (March 21-April 19):

Having things just the way

you want them is affordable

today. Discern between the

finer details and then em-

ploy your famous charm as

you make the request. 

Taurus (April 20-May

20): You’ll be importing in-

formation to people of vari-

ous sensibilities. Give a jest

its moment and let serious-

ness have the rest of them. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21):

Self-serving emotions are al-

ways repellent and cannot

be hidden. Generous and

genuine emotions are at-

tractive, no matter what

words they wear. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22):

You seek some simple and

true feeling you have in com-

mon and dwell there, letting

that emotion encircle the

both of you. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): If

you cling too tightly to the

thing that’s pretty good, you

won’t know what better

things are out there for you. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):

You’ll make people inter-

ested in you. You’ll get them

curious, but not over-

whelmed, employing quiet

grace, powerful presence or

cool courteousness. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23):

Right now, you’ve a tight rule

on a certain lovely and se-

cure pond. It would be fine if

you didn’t also know that is a

big bay out there and an

ocean beyond it.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21):

You’ll share the light of what

you know on a subject if and

when you do know some-

thing. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-

Dec. 21): Maybe you can’t

change the people around

you, but you can change who

you’re around. Walk to the

next group and say hello.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.

19): When a thing feels off, a

little too forced, just not

quite right heed that in-

stinct. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.

18): When you don’t want or

need anything from a per-

son, it is easy to see what’s

real in the situation.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March

20): You are adored more

than you know and love is

being stored up for you like

some sort of secret stash or

an inheritance.

Today’s birthday (Nov.

25): It’s a proud year. You’ll

give back, push forward,

gather your resources, rally

your troops and be the

leader you’ve known you

could be. You’ll lavish love on

the one who takes the time

to connect with and under-

stand you and you’ll come to

expect a new level of sweet

attention as your baseline in

relationships. Leo and Tau-

rus adore you. Your lucky

numbers: 6, 17, 15, 4 and 32.

Holiday Mathis writes her

column for Creators

Syndicate Inc. The

horoscope should be read

for entertainment. 

HOROSCOPE

By Holiday Mathis

Rose, our club member

whose kindness and cour-

tesy toward her fellow play-

ers is admirable, took on Un-

lucky Louie as a project. 

“He’s not as bad as his re-

sults show,” Rose had in-

sisted.

Louie was today’s de-

clarer, needing 10 tricks at

four hearts. West led the

king, ace and jack of spades,

and East threw a club. Louie

ruffed and, with his usual

haste, led a diamond to

dummy and returned a club

to finesse with his queen. 

West won and led anoth-

er spade. Louie ruffed again,

but East got rid of his last

club. When Louie tried to

cash the ace of clubs next,

East ruffed for down one. 

“His road to success is al-

ways under construction,”

Rose sighs. 

Unless Louie learns to

plan before he plays, he’s ne-

ver going anywhere — ex-

cept to the ATM to get mon-

ey to pay his losses in penny

games. After Louie ruffs the

third spade, he should take

the ace of clubs, cash the K-A

of diamonds and concede a

club. Even if West leads a

trump next, Louie can cross-

ruff for the rest. 

Question: You hold: ♠ A

K J 10 6 ♥ 4 ♦ 7 4 2 ♣ K J 10 4.

Your partner opens one dia-

mond, you bid one spade

and he raises to three

spades. What do you say? 

Answer: Your partner

promises a hand worth 16 to

18 points in support of

spades. You have a slam if he

holds an ideal hand such as

Q 9 8 4, 9 8 7, A K Q 10 5, A.

Cue-bid four clubs. It’s un-

usual to make your first cue

bid in a suit where you lack

the ace, but you need to try

for slam, and you have no

better option. 

South dealer 

N-S vulnerable 

NORTH
♠ 9 8 5 2 
♥ A 10 5 
♦ A 9 6 3 
♣ 9 5

WEST EAST
♠ A K J 10 6 ♠ 7 4 
♥ 4 ♥ 8 7 6 3 
♦ 7 4 2 ♦ Q J 10 8 
♣ K J 10 4 ♣ 6 3 2

SOUTH

♠ Q 3 

♥ K Q J 9 2 

♦ K 5 

♣ A Q 8 7 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1 ♥ 1 ♠ 2 ♥ Pass
3 ♥ Pass 4 ♥ All Pass

Opening lead — ♠ K 

Tribune Media Services

BRIDGE

By Frank Stewart

Dear Amy: I’m a 26-year-

old male with a gorgeous,

amazing girlfriend, a loving

family, a successful career,

and a house to call my own.

For the better part of my

life, I’ve been hiding

thoughts and feelings about

men, constantly brushing

them off as a phase.

The problem is that year

after year these feelings have

begun to get stronger. 

I realized this year this

wasn’t just a phase but a real

part of who I am, and I be-

lieve I need to embrace it. 

The problem is that I can-

not get over the thought of

hurting those around me by

admitting to these feelings. 

My sex life with my girl-

friend has slowly fizzled over

the last five years.

Not to mention the chal-

lenges with my friends who

have strong conservative

views, or my father, who is

old school. 

I feel like I have to choose

between throwing every-

thing I have away or continu-

ing to hide and bury it. I

think I’m bisexual, but I

haven’t felt any sexual feel-

ings toward women in a

while. 

Upset 

Dear Upset: You are con-

flating two challenging ex-

periences: breaking up with

a longtime partner and con-

fronting your instincts

about your own sexuality.

The challenges are related,

but you might do better and

be less overwhelmed if you

approach them separately. 

Yes, ending your relation-

ship will be hard to do. Your

girlfriend will likely be hurt

and disappointed, but per-

haps — not quite surprised. 

I don’t think it is neces-

sary for you to discuss your

sexuality with your girl-

friend until you feel emotion-

ally ready. Depending on the

kind of person she is, she

may be able to love and sup-

port you through this. 

It is not necessary for you

to disclose your sexuality to

your friends or family until

you are more experienced

and feel emotionally ready to

do so. Coming out is a proc-

ess, and it begins with you

acknowledging to yourself

that you want to live authen-

tically, and that you have a

human right to do so. As

hard as it is, and no matter

how others react to it, your

bravery will liberate you. 

Dear Amy: For the first

time in my life, I find myself

facing the prospect of

spending Christmas entirely

by myself. 

Unfortunately, a surprise

expense scuppered my

plans to go to my home of ori-

gin and I have no close

friends within a day’s drive. 

I have been offered

Christmas dinner with the

family of a colleague, but

spending the day with

strangers sounds somehow

worse than being alone. I am

resigned to a day of movies

and cocoa on my own and I

think it will be fine. What I

don’t want is to spend the

day feeling sorry for myself

or crying because I am alone

and far from loved ones.

Any advice for making

the most of my circum-

stances? 

Santa Claused

Dear Claused: My first

suggestion is that you look

for a way to be of service on

Christmas Day, whether

through helping to serve

dinner at the Salvation

Army, walking (or petting)

the dogs at your local animal

shelter, taking a plate of

goodies to an elderly neigh-

bor, or working as a “shovel

Santa” (I just made that

up!), shoveling a few side-

walks in your neighborhood.

I also think you should

take your colleague up on

the offer, but only for des-

sert. After that, a movie and

Chinese takeout sounds like

a perfect day. 

Send questions to Amy

Dickinson by email to ask

amy@amydickinson.com. 

ASK AMY

Unsure about coming out
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LIO By Mark Tatulli

CANDORVILLE By Darrin Bell

DOONESBURY By Garry Trudeau Doonesbury is on vacation. This is a reprint.

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE By Stephan Pastis

NON SEQUITUR By Wiley

LA CUCARACHA By Lalo Alcaraz

HALF FULL By Maria Scrivan

ZITS By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

PRICKLY CITY By Scott Stantis

FRAZZ By Jef Mallett

TUNDRA By Chad Carpenter

BABY BLUES By Jerry Scott & Rick Kirkman

JUMP START By Robb Armstrong

9 CHICKWEED LANE By Brooke McEldowney

CRANKSHAFT By Tom Batiuk & Chuck Ayers

GET FUZZY By Darby Conley

BIZARRO By Wayno and Piraro

BLONDIE By Dean Young & John Marshall

DRABBLE By Kevin Fagan

MUTTS By Patrick McDonnell

PEANUTS By Charles M. Schulz

DILBERT By Scott Adams

COMICS



E8 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2019 LOS ANGELES TIMES

ExquisiteWines and Unpretentious

Cuisine Highlight This Australian

Culinary Adventure

Journalist-led L.A. Times expeditions take you deeper into your destination.

FOOD & WELL-BEING

Australian Culinary Adventure
Itinerary: 11 Days
Departs March 12, 2020
Travelers: 25

Unpretentious, authentic and pared back — the latest trends in the Australian culinary scene can just as easily be used

to describe the passionate Aussies who are leading the charge. Every day offers exquisite dining experiences in Sydney

andMelbourne, and you will also have the good fortune of mixing with renowned chefs Ben Shewry of Attica, AndrewMcConnell

of Supernormal and Guy Stanaway at Rare Hare. With the food, it’s all about going back to basics by getting hands dirty and

rediscovering age-old techniques as well as championing sustainable practices and the dedicated local producers who put

quality above all else. Beyond food, you’ll find incredible drink offerings that include big, bold red wine, handcrafted gin and

whiskey and one-of-a-kind craft beers. This trip ends in Melbourne at the start of the incredible Food & Wine Festival, which

offers more than 250 events across the state. Join L.A. Times food writer and deputy editor Jenn Harris on a culinary adventure

that is bound to surprise and delight.

HIGHLIGHTS

· Dine at prize-winning
restaurants, and enjoy
a truly unforgettable
experience at Australia’s
Top Rated Restaurant
for 2019 according
to Gourmet Traveller
magazine.

· Experience incredible
private, up-close
encounters with wildlife
including koalas, kang-
aroos, dingoes and
rainbow lorikeets.

· Sample a broad
range of the wines —
including cool-climate
varietals such as Pinot
Gris and Pinot Noir —
amid historic villages,
beautiful gardens and
breath-taking scenery.

· Meet the best chefs
in Australia who are
inspired by fresh,
local ingredients, and
take part in a forage
experience.

BOOK NOW | 855.890.5298 (7 a.m. – 5 p.m. PT M – F)

View all our expeditions at expeditions.latimes.com Official Airline

HISTORY & POLITICS

AWoman’s World

in Morocco

Itinerary: 8 Days
Departs Sept. 13, 2020
Travelers: 25

On this eight-day journey led by former

Times foreign correspondent Megan

Stack, see the beauty and culture of Morocco

through the eyes of its women as you learn how

the country is taking steps toward gender

equality.

CRUISES & TRAINS

Iberian Immersion

Cruising Portugal’s Douro

Itinerary: 8 Days
Departs Oct. 29, 2020
Travelers: 25

Cruise the Douro from Porto to the Spanish

border with Kimi Yoshino, Times senior

deputy managing editor, visiting picturesque

villages, country wine estates and historic cities

along the way. Soak up the sights, sounds and

tastes of Iberia.

FINE ARTS & FESTIVALS

Cuban Rhythms

Itinerary: 6 Days
Departs Nov. 15, 2020
Travelers: 25

Join Times music writer Randy Lewis on

this six-day journey to explore the sights

and sounds of Cuba’s performing and visual arts.

Experience the many facets of Cuban art, music,

and dance with a behind-the-scenes look with

local artists.

Insight is always on the itinerary.

In Partnership With


