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S INCE  September 1st, or even a little  
before, you’ve been hitting it hard, trying 
to pack in as much hunting as you can. 
Swinging in the sunflowers on the dove 
opener, crawling across the prairie after 
pronghorn, putting in hard miles in the 
elk mountains. Maybe you were even lucky 
enough to hike into the high country after 
sheep or to wade through miles of muskeg, 
hoping to intercept a band of caribou. 
Point is, September and October are the 
months to chase multiple species. But 
November? Now that’s a different story.

Funny how we all tend to focus on 
deer hunting once Halloween passes by. 
Oh, sure, waterfowlers are gearing up for 
peak migrations, and there is still some 
time left to fill the freezer with elk meat. 
But, just like bucks this month, most 
hunters have only one thing on their 
mind: the rut. The whitetail breeding 
season has been mythologized so much 
it’s almost pornographic.

Never mind that the rut is not neces-
sarily the best time to kill a true trophy 
whitetail. Most big bucks are taken ear-

lier in the season, when they’re still on  
a consistent pattern. Late October is a 
pretty good time to go deer hunting, too, 
when deer are starting to move around, 
expanding their territories and gearing 
up for the madness to come. But most 
hunters still want to be in the woods 
around that second week of November 
(depending on where you live, of course). 
And for good reason.

The deer woods can be a crazy place 
when the rut is in full swing. Hours of 
boredom can be interrupted by a full-scale 
melee as two swollen-up bucks converge 
on one hot doe. It’s also the best time to 
really put in the hours on stand. A stiff-
legged buck with his nose to the ground 
is just as likely to roll through at 10 o’clock 
as he is at dawn. All those deer-hunting 
rules, even the ones we give you in the 
Annual Deer Issue of Petersen’s Hunting, 
go out the window when the rut is on.

See you around the campfire,

Focus

FROM THE EDITOR

Tony Campbell | Dreamstime.com
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It is a ritual performed by tens of thousands of  

hunters across whitetail country every deer season. 

Dab a little doe-in-estrous urine on a boot, walk to 

the stand, dip a wick in the bottle, hang it from a 

limb, and wait for a buck to show up. Does it work? 

Lots of hunters think so. Although current figures 

are vague, one estimate places the deer lure market 

at $44 million annually. Another suggests it gener-

ates more than twice that.

Effective or not, that pre-hunt ritual could earn 

you a ticket in a growing number of states. The use of 

natural deer urine is now illegal in South Carolina,   �

ARE URINE BANS THE WRONG BATTLE AGAINST CWD? 
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� � Mississippi, Virginia, and at least six 
other states. Even possessing a bottle of 
doe pee is against the law. A few more 
states, including Pennsylvania, are con-
sidering similar regulations in an effort to 
combat the spread of chronic wasting 
disease. The always-fatal deer disease has 
been detected in 25 states, three Cana-
dian provinces, Finland, Norway, and 
South Korea.

But exactly how great is the risk of 
CWD transmission from store-bought 
deer urine?

Almost zero, according to one re-
searcher. Dr. Nick Haley, a Midwestern 
University veterinarian and microbiology 
researcher, says urine bans will not stop 
or slow the spread of the disease.

“CWD is present in biologically irrele-
vant levels in the urine of infected deer,” 
says Haley. “I compare it to mercury in 
drinking water. If you test almost any source 
of drinking water, you will find mercury, 
but how much? Is it enough to cause any 
harm? It is unfortunate that state agencies 
have latched on to urine bans as the answer 
to preventing the spread of CWD.  

“It makes it look like they are doing 
something, but we need more research 
before we start making these blanket bans.” 

Research at Colorado State University 
by former assistant professor Dr. Davin 
Henderson found no evidence that deer 
can become infected by coming in contact 
with urine from CWD sick deer even after 
feeding large and unnatural amounts over 
a multi-year period. 

“If you can’t transmit CWD in deer 
inoculating them with highly infected 
doses, hunters most certainly aren’t going 
to spread it using small amounts of scent 
in a hunting area,” said Henderson. “The 
volumes of urine required for experimen-
tal detection and infection makes the 
likelihood of urine serving as a natural 
route of transmissibility infinitely small. 
Numerous studies have attempted and 
failed to spread the disease with direct 
oral inoculation of urine.”

That’s why North American Deer 
Farmers Association Executive Director 

Shawn Schafer wonders why so much 
emphasis is placed on a one-ounce bottle 
of urine when so many other potential 
carriers are ignored

“I hunted in a CWD zone in Saskatch-
ewan, and I had to follow some pretty 
strict rules about bringing the meat back,” 
said Schafer. “The only thing I could bring 
back was the meat and antlers attached 
to the skull plate. We know that meat can 
carry the CWD prions, so I could be trans-
porting the disease that way. It can be 
carried in the mud on my boots and on 
my vehicle. I’m also a farmer. We trans-
port hay bales across state lines all the 
time. The plants and the soil in those 
bales can harbor CWD, but all every- 
one wants to talk about is a tiny bottle  
of deer urine that people use a few drops 
at a time.”

Research conducted at Colorado State 
University found that the meat of infected 
animals harbors exponentially more in-
fected prions than urine. Hunters may not 
be allowed to bring some parts of deer back 
to their home state, but they can bring 
meat. Lots of them are. According to data 
compiled by the Quality Deer Management 
Association (QDMA), hunters from 49 
states killed 31,291 deer in Wisconsin’s four-
county CWD “hot zone” during the 2016–
17 season. Of those killed, 29,000 were not 
tested for the disease, and much of that 
meat was taken across state lines. And 
there is a high probability some of it came 
from infected animals.

What’s more, the prions can remain in 
soil for years, and plants are known to 
take them up. Why are states focused on 
farm-collected urine and not on other 
potential sources of contamination? 

Every step to reduce the threat is a 
step in the right direction, said William 
McKinley, deer program coordinator at 
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fish-
eries, and Parks (MDWFP). CWD was 
discovered in Mississippi in February 
2018, and MDWFP enacted a urine ban 
starting in July.

“What is an acceptable level of prions 
in urine? How many does it take?” he 

Speer .416 

Bonded Bear Claw

Bullet Board
 B U L L E T  B A S I C S 

Designed in the mid ’80s by Jack Carter after a 
brush with death when common bullets failed
to quickly kill a Cape buffalo, the Trophy Bonded
Bear Claw (TBBC) features a solid rear shank and
a soft lead frontal core. Bonded into its cavity,
the lead core ensures rapid, complete expansion
without separation. The solid rear shank arrests
expansion once the front has achieved the classic,
desirable mushroom shape, and ensures that
adequate weight remains for deep penetration.

Currently, the TBBC brand is owned and 
manufactured by Speer and loaded into
Federal’s Premium line of safari ammunition. 

 T E S T I N G  G R O U N D 

Thomas Provstgaard used the bullet shown to
shoot a massive old “dagga boy” Cape buffalo
in Namibia. Fired from his .416 Rem. Mag. Kimber
Caprivi at a distance of 82 yards, the 400-grain
TBBC bullet impacted at an estimated 2,280 fps.

 F I E L D  P E R F O R M A N C E 

The bull was facing straight on, and the TBBC
ranged rearward through the vitals, rocking the 
bull and almost dropping him in his tracks. 
Rallying, the buffalo wheeled and dashed 50
or 60 yards before piling up.

 S T A T S 

Even after traveling some 40 inches through 
bone, heavy muscle, and vitals, the recovered 
bullet weighed 383.2 grains or 95.8 percent of
original weight. Average expanded diameter is
0.787, or 1.89 times original diameter. That’s
all-around sterling performance.

 N O T E S / O B S E R V A T I O N S 

No bullet provides more consistent, dependably
ideal on-impact performance. The TBBC family
has expanded to include the polymer-tipped, 
boattailed TBT and the super-aerodynamic Edge
TLR, both top performers on non-dangerous
game. To me, this is the Royal Family of
huntin bullets. —Joseph von Benedikt
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“I think a growing number of states 
are at least starting to have that conversa-
tion,” he said. “The data compiled by 
QDMA about how many deer were killed 
in the part of Wisconsin with a high rate 
of CWD by non-resident hunters was  
really eye-opening. If states want to get 
serious about this, a total ban on of the 
importation of any deer part may be  
another way to reduce the chance of CWD 
showing up in places where it has not 
been detected yet.”

Such a ban would likely face stiff op-
position from the hunting community—
especially from outfitters in places like 
Wisconsin, Illinois, and Kansas and hunt-
ers who travel to those states. Deer in all 
three states have tested positive for CWD. 
However, 80 percent of hunters support 
urine bans, according to a National Deer 
Alliance survey. Most said they actually 
use or have used urine and other natural 
deer products. McKinley said they received 
no negative feedback on his state’s ban. 

“We had a 30-day comment period, 
and we advertised this in a variety of out-
lets. We didn’t get a single negative com-
ment, and I haven’t spoken to anyone who 
was upset about the ban.”

The captive deer industry isn’t happy. 
Schafer doesn’t know how many farms 
collect and sell urine, but he figures there 
are around a “hundred or so” large produc-
ers and several hundred smaller ones. 
Since the first urine bans were enacted, 
the NADFA has stepped up efforts to pre-
vent the disease from spreading, including 
better monitoring and record-keeping.  
As per U.S. Department of Agriculture  � 

asked. “Until we have more answers, which 
we don’t yet, we would rather err on the 
safe side. Low risk does not mean no risk.”

The Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies (AFWA) set guidelines to help 
reduce the risk of new CWD transmissions. 
Most of the group’s focus is on the trans-
portation of live animals, but one “Best 
Management Practice” is a urine ban. 

“We are following the Best Manage-
ment Practices established by AFWA,” 
said McKinley. “So are other states that 
have banned deer urine products.”

AFWA’s guidelines also include other 
“alternative scientifically grounded man-
agement practices for reducing or elimi-
nating risk of disease transmission.” 
Among them is a “ban on all parts, includ-
ing meat and antlers, from CWD-positive 
states/provinces/territories. This alterna-
tive will restrict movement of all carcass 
parts and reduce the risk of moving prions 
from known CWD-positive areas to unin-
fected environments.” 

So far, though, no state has enacted a 
blanket ban on the importation of deer 
meat or antlers from known CWD states 
or even areas with high infection rates. 
That isn’t necessary, said McKinley. Meat 
generally isn’t placed in the environment 
where deer can come in contact with the 
infected prions.

“It goes into the freezer and then into 
your mouth,” he said. “At this point, we 
don’t see any reason to ban the importa-
tion of meat.”

That may be on the horizon, suggest-
ed Haley, who also consults the deer farm 
industry on CWD issues and research. 

6.5  
Weatherby  
RPM

Cartridge Corner
 H I S T O R Y 

This ultra-performance mountain cartridge is brand,
spanking new. Designed to fit into Weatherby’s
superbly sleek, small-diameter six-lug Mark V
action, it provides legitimate 6.5 magnum
performance in a sub-five-pound mountain
rifle. The combo is unprecedented and arguably
the best thing on the market for 6.5 lovers that
aggressively hunt mountain game in steep terrain.

There is no true parent case, but the 6.5-284
Norma comes pretty darned close. In essence, the
6.5Wby. RPM is a 6.5-284 lengthened by 0.4 inch.
Propellant capacity is about 19 percent greater

This is the first cartridge to ever wear the
Weatherby name and not possess the signature
double-radiused Venturi shoulder and a
magnum belt. A rebated rim spawned the
name, “6.5 Rebated Precision Magnum.” It’s
the forerunner of a new era of premium,
efficient magnum cartridge performance.

 A P P L I C A T I O N 

With correct projectile choice, the 6.5 Wby. RPM
is entirely adequate for elk-size game. Pick a
controlled-expansion bullet designed for deep
penetration, such as Barnes’s 127-grain LRX or
Nosler’s 140-grain Partition or AccuBond. It’s
ideal for Coues deer up through pronghorns,
whitetails, mule deer, and caribou. Use just
about any 6.5 deer bullet on the market
confidently. If you want to maximize reach,
handload an aerodynamic, heavy-for-caliber
projectile, such as Hornady’s 143-grain ELD-X. 

 B A L L I S T I C S 

For all-around work, Weatherby’s factory load
pushes a 140-grain Nosler AccuBond at close to
3,100 fps and 3,000 ft.-lbs. of muzzle energy
At sea-level atmospherics, when zeroed at 200
yards, it drops 6”at 300 yards, 17”at 400 yards,
and 35”at 500 yards, where it is still zipping along
at 2,210 fps and packing over 1,500 ft.-lbs. of
elk-dropping wallop. —Joseph von Benedikt

WHERE: Namibia, Africa

WHEN: July 2019

SPECIES: Sable

RIFLE: .338 Magnum

HUNTER: Mike Gillespie

•ROOM

Brought to you by

Monthly Rack Room winners will receive a YETI Rambler.   
Every quarter, one winner will be drawn to win an Aimpoint H-2 sight.  
Enter your trophy photo at   PE T E R S E N S H U N T I N G.CO M /RR 
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CALIFORNIA’S LEAD�FREE AMMUNITION  

REQUIREMENT IS NOW THE LAW STATEWIDE.

Back in 2008, when lead ammunition 
was banned in eight southern California 
counties, big-game hunters winced but 
complied, figuring shooting non-toxic 
bullets was their contribution to bring-
ing back endangered condors. The ban 
was later enlarged to include coyotes, 
feral hogs, and small-game species in 
the defined condor recovery area.

The wincing turned into full-body 
shudders in 2013, when California’s leg-
islature passed a bill extending the lead 
ban to the entire state, purportedly to 
assist condor recovery. The ban, signed 
by then-Gov. Jerry Brown in 2015, took 
effect this past July, and this time it’s not 
just certain rifle hunters who must com-
ply. All hunters, whether pursuing desert 
bighorn sheep in the Mojave, pigs on the 
Central Coast, or cinnamon teal in the 
Klamath Basin, must use only certified 
non-toxic ammunition.

The statewide non-toxic law has a 
double whammy. Also taking effect on 
July 1: draconian ammunition restric-
tions that require buyers to pass back-
ground checks before buying even a 
single box of rimfire ammo.

While the ammunition-buying  
restriction will affect every shooter, 
whether targeting long-range steel, 
clay pigeons, or ground squirrels, the 
lead ban has caused a curious sort of 
conflict among hunters.

“Back in 1991, when the feds man-
dated non-toxic shot for waterfowl hunt-
ing, I was one of the first to recognize 
that hunters have a responsibility to the 
resource,” said Bay Area waterfowler Joel 
Adkins. “The science seemed clear. By 
shooting lead, we were poisoning the 
ducks and geese we were honor-bound 
to conserve. This time? I just don’t know 
that banning lead across the state is 
going to save the condors. It seems like 
hunters and shooters are taking a dis-
proportionate share of the burden.”

Avian researchers say the science  
is just as clear that lead ammunition  
is poisoning endangered condors. An 
aggressive captive-breeding program  
has brought back the condor popula- 
tion from just 22 birds in 1982 to nearly 
500 birds spread from Baja California, 
across the Grand Canyon, and into Utah. 
Researchers say that elevated lead levels 
affects about 20 percent of the popula-
tion. Adult condors with lead poisoning 
must be trapped and detoxified before 
being rereleased into the wild. The main 
culprit, say researchers: lead with the 
isotope that matches that used in bullets.

By removing lead from the environ-
ment, including gut piles of hunter-
harvested animals, condors will have 
one fewer barrier to recovery, says the 
Center for Biological Diversity, which 
pushed for the statewide ban.

But the state’s game wardens aren’t 
as sure.

“California game wardens are on the 
front line enforcing the ban on lead  
ammunition for most hunting in con-
dor range,” the California Fish & Game 
Wardens Association testified. “But 
there is insufficient data to justify such 
a drastic action across the entire state.” 

—Andrew McKean

��  requirements, every deer that dies for 
any reason in a captive deer facility is 
tested for CWD. 

The Archery Trade Association (ATA) 
developed a series of standards that help 
ensure urine products are CWD-free. So 
far, 30 companies have joined ATA’s Deer 
Protection Program. They buy urine only 
from farms that agree to follow state and 
federal guidelines and ATA’s additional 
safeguards, which include additional herd 
monitoring and testing when necessary.

That’s still not good enough for some 
states, but a few are rethinking their bans. 
Louisiana, for example, now allows urine 
from facilities that adhere to the ATA’s 
program. Mississippi considered the same 
thing, but the MDWFP commission tabled 
the suggestion. 

In the meantime, the disease likely will 
show up in new states and regions. Haley 
won’t be surprised if it is detected in an 
additional 10 states within 15 years. Based 
on current science, it’s unlikely a ban on 
store-bought deer urine will prevent that.

—David Har t
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RANGE
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PRIME ����
OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE:

PRIME ����

New Bushnell PRIME laser rangefinders deliver 2x the

light transmission over others in their class* so you can

precisely range your target in the dimmest conditions

– when you’re most likely to have a shot opportunity.

Experience the advantage for yourself, and never guess

again in low light.

Simulated view 

30 minutes 

after sunset. 

2X BRIGHTER. 
AT FIRST LIGHT, LAST LIGHT AND 
EVERY MINUTE BETWEEN. 

* LEUPOLD RX ���, VORTEX IMPACT ���, 

NIKON MONARCH �I VR �VS. PRIME �����; 

SIG KILO ���, NIKON ACULON �VS. PRIME �����.
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With the RACK HUB, showing off a set of antlers doesn’t have 

to mean an expensive trip to the taxidermist. This high-strength 

aluminum mount accepts antlers of any size with each side 

swiveling independently to show off the rack’s best features. The 

pegs secure in place via knurled metal knobs. Pick up a few extra 

inserts and swap out racks to keep things fresh. $60;  rack-hub.com
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NEW GEAR

Pressured bucks present the ultimate challenge: How do you

catch them on their feet during daylight hours? Where legal, a

quality attractant like BB2 from Big & J can help you punch that

tag. With a super-strong smell and high-protein ingredients,

this pourable, granular formula draws deer from long distances.

Great for all-season and all-year use. $20 (20-lb. bag); bigandj.com

Thousands of h r by ozone generators for contr

odor, and manuf introduced the newest ozone te

ogy. The ScentL & GEAR CHAMBER keeps

clothes fresh. It h out shelves for footwe

if nothing else, the he stink of those sm

boots—and isn’t tha price? $380; s

Portable pop-up blinds are great when conditions dictate, but most

leave little room for gear. The Ameristep CARETAKER KICK-OUT 

features a flared bottom that opens additional space in the blind’s 

interior for a pack and other stuff. It also creates an irregular shape 

that blends in better, especially with the addition of natural camo 

via the brush straps. $120;  ameristep.com

Ever spilled doe pee all over your pack? Of course you have. 

Every hunter has. And then had to live with that stink all season 

long. That’s why Wildlife Research Center developed the GOLDEN 

DOE WITH SCENT REFLEX in a handy, pressurized spray bottle. 

It guarantees less mess and sprays the powerful, buck-attracting 

scent right where you want it. $12; wildlife.com



N
ot so many years ago, one of the other 
major sporting publications declared the 
death of the 16 gauge, citing the lack of 
available choices in both new guns and 
affordable ammunition as the twin execu-
tioners of the sub-gauge shotgun. Then 

something interesting happened. Browning introduced a 
newly designed A5 and followed it up with a modern take on 
the original Sweet 16. Nostalgia is a powerful motivator when 
it comes to purchasing decisions, and a subtle pulse in the 
otherwise flat line showed a bit of life still beat in the 16 gauge.

Along with a new offering came a renewed interest in sub-
gauge shotguns, with both the 28 gauge and .410 taking off in 
terms of popularity. Advancements in shot technology made 
those little guns more lethal than ever, and naturally, the hunt-
ing public looked around for other ways to stand out from the 
crowded field carrying versatile, but heavy, 12-gauge shotguns. 

Despite a death knell, the 16 gauge  
is enjoying newfound popularity.

The increased demand resulted in a new supply of ammunition 
choices to feed the growing hunger to fill the many 16 gauges 
getting pulled out of the back of the closet.

A year or two ago, hunters would be lucky to find a box of 
16-gauge upland loads on store shelves. Forget any kind of 
steel or non-toxic load for waterfowling. Online searches would 
dredge up limited offerings from a few manufacturers, includ-
ing Federal, Remington, Kent, and Fiocchi, but good luck 
finding anywhere that actually had stock to send. I managed 
to get a case of Remington Nitro-Steel No. 2s that are deadly 
on late-season ducks, and I covet them like gold ingots.

Today, an online search for 16-gauge shotgun shells delivers 
an abundance of offerings from all the major shotshell manu-
facturers as well as a plethora of smaller companies getting 
into the game. Because many of the 16-gauge shotguns carried 
afield are considered classics, bismuth has been the go-to load 
for a lot of hunters wanting a non-lead option. The problem is 

A Resurrection

DAVID DRAPER

GUNS & LOADS
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its price, particularly for reliably deadly Hevi-Shot. Kent has 
helped ease that with its new Bismuth Upland load, and a few 
other upstarts have followed suit. Even Boss, the hot, new kid 
on the block, is rumored to have a copper-plated bismuth load 
coming for 16-gauge fans.

So what it is about the 16 gauge that has kept it alive all 
these years? The standard saw is that the 16 carries like a 20, 
but hits like a 12, making it beloved among upland hunters 
putting in long, hard miles every day. There’s much to be said 
for this, even though it sports only a 2�-inch chamber. Kent 
Bismuth Upland sends a 1-ounce charge of No. 5 shot with a 
muzzle velocity of 1,350 fps. Fiocchi High Velocity moves its 
1�-ounce load of No. 5 lead shot at 1,300 fps, more than enough 
oomph to knock down a wary, end-of-season rooster.

Like most hunters, however, I cling to my 16 for nostalgia. 
I was introduced to the sub-gauge when my grandfather passed 
away. As the only grandkid who was an avid hunter, I ended up 

with his small gun collection, which included a beaten and 
battered Ithaca Long-Range Gun side-by-side in 16 gauge. I 
also acquired a few boxes of  Kent’s then-revolutionary Tungsten 
Matrix. Though the gun’s double-triggers confounded me, I 
carried it often and even managed to kill a few pheasants with 
Shorty Richard’s old double.

Later, with a bit of cash and some Cabela’s points, I picked 
up a used Italian stacked-barrel 16 gauge from I. Rizzini. This 
became my go-to gun for everything from late-season roosters 
to green-headed mallards. It was light to carry and swung 
easy, and the way it absolutely hammered the ducks solidified 
my love for the sweet 16 gauge. Last season, I swapped in a 
16-gauge Franchi Instinct SL and ate my fair share of fat, corn-
fed mallards, along with a few big Canada geese that fell to 
the steel No. 2s. With the availability of some new tungsten 
turkey loads from Apex and others, I’m already planning a 
16-gauge grand slam. I might even use the ol’ Ithaca.

FRANCHI INSTINCT SL

It was tough for me to trade off the I. Rizzini, but I reached for the Franchi Instinct more often last 
season. It comes in on the scale at 5.8 pounds, which Franchi achieved via a lightweight aluminum 
alloy receiver, with twin ejectors, and a trimmer forend. This makes for a shotgun that’s easy to 
carry in the upland fields  and quick to the shoulder. The balance is nice, swinging easily on cross-
ing mallards in the duck blind. The receiver may sacrifice some durability to a heavier steel version, 
but for me, the light weight is worth it. The Grade AA walnut stock is satin finished.
$1,729;  franchiusa.com

BROWNING CITORI FEATHER SUPERLIGHT

Introduced at this year’s SHOT Show, the 16-gauge version of Browning’s popular Citori quickly 
rose to the top of my must-have list of firearms. The Grade II/III walnut stock sports classic lines, 
including a straight grip and Schnabel forend, and is finished in a gloss oil finish. Trim on the 
scale thanks to an aluminum alloy receiver, it gets added marks for the durable reliability of a 
steel breech face. This is one gun you’ll carry for a lifetime, and so will your children and grand-
children. It’s also the only off-the-shelf 16 gauge that I know of offered in the hunter’s choice of 
26- or 28-inch barrel lengths.
$2,470;  browning.com

A SELECTION OF 16s

While the other sub-gauges are getting a lot of the love from 
gun and ammo companies, there are a few manufacturers who 
keep 16-gauge shotguns in their lines for those of us who just 
have to be different. A few of these have been around for a while, 

while others are new offerings this year. Let’s hope some of the 
other gunmakers get on board with 16-gauge shotguns built 
on a true sub-gauge frame (rather than a 16-gauge chamber on 
a 12-gauge gun, which defeats the purpose altogether).



G U N S  &  L O A D S

Tristar leads the way when it comes to budget firearms, and the Hunter EX is the epitome of 
Turkish-made price and performance. While it’s not the prettiest gun on the market, it performs 
as advertised, at a price that allows entry into an otherwise pricey world of double-barrel shot-
guns. A steel monoblock receiver and a Turkish walnut stock add a bit of heft, but the true 16 
gauge frame trims overall weight to just 6 pounds. Extractors, chrome-lined barrel, and acid-
etched sideplates round out this affordable offering.
$655;  tristararms.com 

CZ SHARPTAIL

Every season I see more and more CZ double guns in the field, a fact I attribute to their price-to- 
performance ratio. For a street price that likely comes in under a grand, hunters get a serviceable  
double-barrel with durable coil springs and a selectable mechanical trigger set in an engraved 
receiver. I love the stylish lines, including a slight beavertail forend. The CNC-machined receiver 
helps reduce the overall weight by eliminating excess metal, though the Sharptail is still a bit heavy 
at 7.3 pounds. That’s likely attributable to the Turkish walnut stock and larger frame. Those of you 
who hate chasing down ejected empties will appreciate the Sharptail’s single extractor.
$1,072;  cz-usa.com
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efore, after, and throughout my long tenure as 
editor of this magazine the “Buck Sense” column 
written by John Wootters was one of our most 
popular departments. Created early on in the 
whitetail explosion, the popular column did 
much to shape the “whitetail cult” as it is today. 

However, Wootters was a proud Texan. Feedback from readers 
made it clear that some from other regions couldn’t relate to 
John’s primarily private-land in Texas situation. A few took 
stronger positions, calling an ethical “foul” over the use of feed-
ers, which are part and parcel to Texas deer hunting and have 
been legal forever.

Deer feeders are more widespread and accepted today than 
they were 40 years ago. As our whitetail populations exploded 
and overpopulation became an issue, more states legalized 
baiting, largely as a tool to increase harvest. Baiting deer is 
legal in Kansas. Some of our stands overlook feeders; others 
are just “in the woods.” If a guest objects to hunting near a 
feeder we have other options. So far nobody has objected.

Many jurisdictions remain in which baiting deer is not legal, 
but in general, I think the self-assured “ethics police” have lost 
this battle. However, those who feel strongly about deer feeders 
have free choice: Nowhere is their use required.

Today we have another ongoing ethical skirmish. There are 
those who believe it is unethical to take a shot at a moving 
animal. This has progressed to the point where some networks 
refuse to air video of animals shot while moving.

Is it ethical, and should you even try it?

CUTOFF SWITCH

I think we can all agree that a stationary shot is 
always best. I usually carry a grunt call, and most 
of the time a quick grunt will stop a moving buck 
in its tracks. A loud cat-like meow can also work. 
However, animals don’t always stop, and some-
times these efforts change a walk or a trot into a 
spooked gallop.

Let me give you two diametrically opposed 
opinions from two great gunwriters. The same 
John Wootters of “Buck Sense” fame once com-
mented to me that he wished firearms had “cutoff 

switches” that would preclude firing at a moving animal. Jack 
O’Connor took the opposite position, writing that game animals 
were “just as big moving as standing still.” 

Wootters was, of course, a whitetail fanatic, but he hunted 
widely across North America and a lot in Africa. O’Connor 
hunted mostly the West, but he also did a lot of hunting in 
Africa and some in Asia. Lord knows how many Coues deer he 
took, but he only took one “big” whitetail, and that was on his 
last hunt.

These totally different viewpoints from two revered hunters 
is hard to explain, but let me give it a shot. In his Arizona days, 
when big game was scarce, one of O’Connor’s favorite pastimes 
was shooting running jackrabbits. In other words, O’Connor 
practiced shooting moving game.

EUROS ON THE RUN

Our European brethren also practice. They have to because 
over there the “driven hunt” is one of the most prevalent 
techniques, and all shots are on the move. Experienced 
European hunters are undaunted and get good at it. I’m not 
sure if they would be amused or outraged by the concept 
that such shooting is unethical, but they would not agree. 
They do have an advantage: Since shooting moving game is 
normal in their world, good European ranges have running 
targets on tracks. So European riflemen practice hitting 
moving game. In fact, in several countries one must demon-
strate proficiency on a moving target to qualify for a hunting 

This running boar target was on a fast track, 
which is a great training tool. With a center- 
�re ri�e, lead is minimal at short range, but 
you simply must keep the ri�e swinging  
with the target—as in shotgunning.

Shooting Moving Game

CRAIG BODDINGTON

PASSPORT
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license. In Sweden and Finland, everyone in the party had to 
hit the “running moose”—repeatedly in the vitals—before 
our hunt could commence.

The running target was once an Olympic shooting event. 
I’ve seen a few “running boar” courses over here; they’re 
difficult and fun. Indoor ranges where you shoot at video 
images—in virtual reality—are amazing, but such setups 
are scarce, and few American ranges offer running targets. 
As a result, few of us practice shooting moving game. It’s 
not a major psychological stretch to first avoid moving 
shots, then fear them, and, finally, decide they’re unethical 
and no one should take them.

Honestly, if you’ve never practiced hitting moving game with 
a rifle, forbearance is a good policy. O’Connor was correct about 
the vital zone not changing size when the animal is moving, 
but Wootters was also correct because his point was that 
shooting at moving animals is a good way to wound game. 
Which, I suppose, is also the main point of the ethics fascists 
who would, if they could, outlaw taking any shot other than 
standing broadside.

O’Connor had his jackrabbits, and Europeans (and some 
Americans) have access to running targets. “DIY” options take 
creativity. We’ve all heard about putting a target inside a tire 
and rolling it downhill, which is great fun but labor-intensive. 
There is another option for practice, and most of us do it but 
perhaps haven’t thought of it in this light: shotgunning.

Turkey hunting is different: It’s usually a point target that’s 
aimed at. But wingshooting means shooting flying birds. (Oh, 

Lord, are the ethics police gonna get hold of this and mandate 
that we now must ground-sluice our birds?) Shooting moving 
game with a rifle requires more precision because that one 
bullet must be properly placed, unlike the forgiveness of a 
shotgun’s pattern. The principles, however, are the same: 
Acquire the target, establish the lead, and keep swinging. All 
wingshooting are good practice for moving game. For increased 
training value, put an optical sight, like the Aimpoint Micro 
S1, on your shotgun and go shoot clays. You’ll be surprised 
how quickly your precision increases.

Most skilled shotgunners are pretty good at hitting moving 
targets and, like me, are reluctant to draw a line in the sand 
and say, “Moving shots must not be taken.” However, “moving” 
covers a wide range of activity, from a stately walk to bounding 
over deadfalls. Target speed makes a huge difference in the 
practicality of a shot. Distance probably matters even more. A 
rifle bullet averages about 2.5 times faster than a shotgun charge. 
So at very close range the required lead is minimal provided 
you keep swinging. And don’t stop the gun! At 100 yards on a 
fast-moving target you need to start doing math, and it’s already 
too far—and usually too late!

Sure, I’ve missed running shots. I’ve missed stationary shots, 
too. Taking a shot is always a judgment call based on your 
confidence—in that split-second when the trigger breaks— 
that you know what you must do and do it to the best of your 
ability. This applies whether the animal is moving or standing 
still. I don’t advocate moving shots, but I’m not afraid of them. 
As with most things, practice makes (almost) perfect.

CZ-USA.COM

INTERCHANGEABLE 
STOCKS

FULLY ADJUSTABLE 
TRIGGER

SAFETY (22 LR, 17 HMR, 22 WMR)

COLD HAMMER FORGED
AND LAPPED BARREL

OUR FINEST RIMFIRE YET
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A
sk most hunters about the best way to
preserve their venison and they will answer
“in the freezer.” But what if you’re going
someplace that doesn’t have electricity?
Or you have limited freezer space? Or what
if your power goes out for an extended
amount of time?

The answer is to take a page from our grandparents and
great-grandparents and pressure can some of our venison.
Canning not only will free up space in your freezer and
provide meals during extended power outages, but also
pressure-canned venison tastes really good. And it makes a
quick and easy lunch or dinner.

Pressure canning has been around a long time. Like most
inventions, it came about because of money. Specifically, a
reward of 12,000 francs posted by the French government in
1795 for anyone who could come up with a way to safely feed
Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte’s army.

French confectioner Nicolas Appert accepted the challenge
and, in 1809, came up with a way to cook food sealed in glass
jars under steam. While Appert and the French government
didn’t fully understand the science behind the pressure devel-
oped under steam cooking, they knew it made the food shelf-
stable for long periods. 

In 1858, American John Mason invented a glass jar with a 
molded screw pattern at the top to accept screw on lids with 
rubber seals, making jars reusable and the seal more reliable. 

Through the early 20th century, National Presto Industries 
refined their pressure cookers for home use. By 1917, the United 
States Department of Agriculture determined that pressure 
canning was the only safe method of preserving low-acid foods 
without risk of food poisoning. In kitchens across the country, 
homemakers were quickly discovering the many benefits of 
high-speed cooking in their pressure canners. 

Other manufacturers quickly joined the home-canning 
market. By the mid-1940s, pressure canning for food storage 
had reached an all-time high with pressure cookers making up 
the largest market share of household goods items in dollars 
sold on a national level.

The combination of modern refrigeration and World War 
II brought a temporary end to the rise in popularity of pressure 
canning. But by the 1970s, a new breed of do-it-yourselfers 
discovered the benefits of pressure canning their food, and 
many manufacturers once again began producing pressure 
canners for the home market.

Free up space in your freezer and
make dinner quick when time is short.

But those early pressure canning days weren’t without issues.
For starters, faulty pressure-relief systems sometimes caused 
pressure canners to explode, often with catastrophic results. 
And unsafe food-handling practices often spread food poison-
ing and even botulism to people who had eaten canned foods.

Luckily, today’s advanced safety designs have all but elimi-
nated any risk of over-pressurization, and following USDA guide-
lines will guarantee your food will be safe to eat for years to come. 

What can you do with your pressure-canned venison? Just 
about anything. Use it for tacos, in soups and stews, add 
cheese and peppers for a killer cheesesteak sandwich, make 
a quick stroganoff to pour over noodles, or serve it over mashed 
potatoes. One of my favorite things to do is to eat it with a 
fork straight from the jar while sitting in the deer stand wait-
ing for next year’s canned venison to stroll by. 

LONG�TERM STORAGE

You can use just about any part of your deer for canning. The 
process tenderizes the venison as it cooks, so it’s a great way 
to use up tougher cuts like the front shoulder, shank meat, and 
sirloin tip. To prepare your meat for canning, simply trim away 
as much fat and connective tissue as possible and dice the meat 
into roughly 1-inch cubes. 

You can choose between pint- and quart-size jars for your 
venison. Quarts take a bit longer, but they work great when 

Pressure Canning

MICHAEL PENDLEY

FARE  GAME

After a little work upfront, canned 
venison creates a precooked solution 

for quick and easy meals.
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feeding a large crowd, like a deer camp. For me, pint jars are 
the most convenient. One pint of canned venison will feed even 
a couple of hungry people, and it’s easy enough to open a 
couple jars if you need to feed more.

When it comes to seasoning your canned venison, a little 
goes a long way. One half-teaspoon of non-iodized salt and a 
bit of black pepper sprinkled over the top of the venison is 
usually enough. You can also toss in additions like diced onion 
and your favorite type of fresh pepper.

These instructions are based on my Mirro brand 22-quart 
canner. Depending on your brand and size of pressure 
canner, the instructions might be different. Always read 
your owner’s manual for specific times and pressures for 
your canner.

Remember to keep everything clean—including jars, 
canners, and work areas—for maximum food safety. You can 
run the canner indoors over your stove’s burner or outside 
over a gas-burning camp stove. Either works just fine. 

FOR SAFE,

SUCCESSFUL

CANNING

ONE:

Inspect the canner to

make sure the gasket is

flexible and not cracked,

that all vent systems are

in working order, and

that none of the vent

holes are clogged with

food debris from previ-

ous canning sessions.

TWO:

Ensure jars are clean

and sterile before start-

ing the canning process

by boiling them for 10

minutes. Allow them

to cool before filling.

THREE:

Don’t overcrowd your

canner. Packing the 

canner too tightly or

taking your jars out

too soon can result

in undercooked meat.

FOUR:

Adjust your canning

times if you live higher

than 1,000 feet above

sea level. Consult the

owner’s manual for

your brand and model

of pressure canner for

the correct adjustments

STEP 1: Pack the jars tightly with 

meat, leaving �- to 1-inch of 

headspace above the meat. Use a 

butter knife to release any trapped 

air bubbles and then push the meat 

down to fill the space. If you want 

to mix in onions and peppers, add 

them in randomly as you fill the 

jars with meat.

STEP 2: Sprinkle on 1/2 tsp. (for 

quart jars, use 1 full teaspoon) of 

non-iodized salt and add a dash of 

pepper. Don’t worry about adding 

water or any other liquid to the jar. 

The venison will release moisture 

as it cooks, forming a tasty gravy.

STEP 3: After filling the jars and 

adding the seasoning, wipe the 

rim of each jar clean with a damp 

paper towel to make sure the lid is 

able to make full contact with the 

rim. Place a clean lid on each jar 

and screw the ring on finger tight.

STEP 4: Pour the recommended 

amount of water into the canner. 

(Consult your manual.) Add 1 tbs. 

of white vinegar. Gently place the 

jars into the canner; it’s OK if the 

sides touch each other. Place 

the lid of your canner in position, 

making sure it clicks into place for 

a tight seal.

STEP 5: Select the correct weight 

for canned meat as listed in the 

instructions included with your brand 

of canner (or find the info online). 

Set the canner over a hot burner 

until you see steam escaping from 

the lid vent. Wait 10 minutes for the 

air inside the cooker to equalize, then 

place the selected weight over the 

vent. Venison cans at 10 pounds of 

pressure close to sea level, 15 pounds 

at high altitudes. For my canner, that 

means I place a 10-pound weight 

(which actually weighs just a few 

ounces) over the vent. 

STEP 6: Once your weight starts  

to jiggle and release a little steam, 

reduce the heat to between low 

and medium. You want just enough 

heat to maintain a boil inside the 

cooker. When you are at the correct 

temperature, you should see a bit of 

steam or a wiggle from your weight 

every 10 to 15 seconds.

STEP 7: If using pint jars, set a  

timer for 1 hour, 15 minutes. For 

quarts, go 1 hour, 30 minutes. Once 

time is up, turn off the heat and 

walk away. Let the temperature 

inside the canner slowly reduce 

until steam no longer escapes from 

the vent and the lid of the canner 

is loose enough to remove. 

STEP 8: Using a jar lifter, move  

the jars from the canner to a folded 

towel on the countertop. Continue 

to let the jars cool, from several 

hours to overnight. As they cool, 

the lids will sound off with a “pop” 

as they seal themselves to the jar. 

Once the jars have cooled, you can 

test the seal by pushing down on 

the center of the lid. If the lid sinks 

then springs back up, the jar did not 

seal. Simply place that jar into the 

fridge and eat its contents over the 

next few days. I also like to date 

the lids before storing.

TIPS
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ob hunted whitetails 75 days last year. To be 
clear, some of those “days” meant sitting an hour 
before or after work, but still, the 40-year-old 
Missourian perched in a tree more than some 
birds. Now, Bob’s not complaining that he gets 
to hunt so much—in fact, he feels extremely 

fortunate to do so—but I was surprised when he confided in 
me that trophy deer hunting is often a lonely place for him. 
Many of us can relate.

 It’s not lonely when Bob first starts bowhunting in October, 
riding high on the hopes of bucks he’s seen on trailcams. He’s 
geared up for the pre-rut, where he might pass several dozen 
good bucks. It’s usually toward the end of Thanksgiving deer 
camp—where nearly everyone kills a buck, celebrates, then 
goes home content—when his wife begins asking him why he 
won’t just shoot a darn deer and be happy like everyone else.

It gets worse during December, long after the less obsessed 
have traded their grunt calls for waterfowl waders. Yet Bob sits 
solitary in cold metal stands each day, waiting for a buck that 
will meet his definition of a “shooter,” though there may not be 
such a deer in the county. Overall, it’s still fun for Bob—or else 
he wouldn’t do it—but he also admits this behavior could be 
perceived as more addiction than passion. He contends it’s less 
about killing a big deer than it is accomplishing a goal. 

Regardless, Bob’s home life becomes strained if he doesn’t 
kill the deer he’s after. Not hunting isn’t an option; it’s part of 
his DNA and his happiness. But he can’t shoot smaller bucks 
that don’t excite him, either. No one is feeling sorry for Bob, but 
it’s a real issue for some of us, which begs the question: Do we 
get so obsessed with big deer that we’re missing the point of 
deer hunting? If so, is there anything you can do about it and 
still enjoy your passion? 

DON’T LET IT BECOME A CANCER

Chad Jones knows something about being obsessed with big 
bucks. The North Texas native hunts in a region that produces 
low-fence, B&C-caliber deer, and when one shows up on his 
trailcam, his life changes. Last year, Jones discovered a breath-
taking non-typical on his property, and he hunted it like a madman.

“It consumed my life,” said Jones. “I spent most of the year 
shed hunting, finding bedding and feeding areas, hanging stands, 
and shooting my bow. Then I actually hunted him for about 35 
days. I almost missed Thanksgiving dinner that we were hosting!” 

Don’t let deer take over your life.

Jones has learned a few tricks for managing hunting with 
job and family. Maybe you are also at ease with your version of 
trophy deer hunting. We hope you are. But if you’re not, here 
are a few strategies that might help.

COMPROMISE

Depending on the couple, sitting in a tree all day every day can 
strain marriages, and so common sense urges compromise. 
Whether it’s with your family, friends, or professional obli- 
gations, obsessive deer hunters who learn to compromise 
generally hoe an easier row.

“My wife knows I’ll do just about anything she wants  
for nine months out of the year, but from October through 
December, she knows I’m hunting,” said Jones. “The key is 
working this out in advance.”

MAKE IT COMMUNAL 

If your family hunts, hunting obsession isn’t viewed so much 
as addiction as it is a family tradition in which everyone par-

Chad Jones killed this monster 
233-inch Texas buck Thanksgiving 

2018...and he’s still married.

Self-Help For  
Trophy Hunters

JEFF JOHNSTON

WHITETAILS
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300 RUM, 338 RUM and 375 RUM.  

THE WORLD’S FIRST HUNTING LOAD OPTIMIZED FOR 

ONE-SHOT KILLS OUT TO 700 YARDS* AND BEYOND.  

New VOR-TX LR is an extreme-distance load combining super-premium 

components, assembled with a level of precision never before 

attained in factory ammunition. The specially engineered LRX bullet 

is optimized specifi cally for each cartridge to deliver unmatched fl ight 

characteristics, pinpoint accuracy and lightning-like terminal results. Its 

nose cavity peels back into four cutting petals for massive expansion 

and identical on-game devastation from up close, to well past 700 

yards*. Providing the quick, clean kills you’ve come to expect from 

Barnes. Distances may vary. This ammunition’s results will not. 

BarnesBullets.com

*Refer to cartridge ballistics and shoot responsibly.



WHIT ETA I L S

takes. Dad and son and mom and daughter can share in the 
quest for that buck of a lifetime, all while learning valuable life 
lessons and enjoying the outdoors as a family. 

If you don’t have a family, consider taking a friend or a kid 
hunting. Most experienced hunters feel success vicariously 
through their students. If they take a small 8-pointer and are 
thrilled, you’ll feel the thrill and know you did the most impor-
tant work for our sport: recruiting a new hunter. 

MANAGE EXPECTATIONS

If you’ve taken some big deer in your life—maybe even a true 
giant—the reality is you’re not going to kill a bigger deer every 
year. While that shouldn’t stop you from trying, be realistic. 
Some years antler growth is down, and luck always plays a huge 
factor. During these years, big buck hunters are best advised 
to set their sights on lesser-sized or unique deer (a mature 
non-typical or a buck with mass). If you have no interest in this, 
learn to be at peace with not taking a deer at all. Embrace the 
challenge. But don’t let failure drag you down. 

TARGET OLD DEER, NOT RACK SIZE ALONE

Here are some facts. Old, mature whitetails are warier than 
big-racked younger deer, and so by this standard, they are a 
greater trophy. In general, there are greater numbers of older 
deer than of huge-racked deer, so even if you are not confident 
a huge-rack buck exists, there are likely still challenging animals 
to hunt. Taking six-year-old-plus deer is ideal for conservation, 
so focusing on mature whitetails and not the biggest can help. 

SELF�HANDICAP

If you’ve reached a deer-hunting plateau, a change in tech-
nology can reset your standards, reinvigorate your desire  
to learn, and allow you to return to the roots of hunting.  
For example, say you’ve killed several giant deer with a 
compound bow and can’t settle for anything less, consider 
using a recurve bow. 

ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT

Instead of feeling unlucky after you’ve spent 30 days in a 
stand without seeing a shooter, remember all the people 
throughout the world who have zero opportunity to hunt at 
all. We are extremely fortunate in pursuing whitetails for 
food and sport, so don’t let the absence of a few inches of 
bone on a buck’s head spoil the reason why you hunt: to 
enjoy the great outdoors! 

Fact is, many of us die-hard deer hunters will never be 
completely satisfied until that Booner we know is running 
around right now is on our wall. And here’s another fact: The 
more you stay in the woods…the greater your chance of taking 
a Booner. Just ask Jones. 

As the crowd of Thanksgiving guests began to clamor, Jones 
whipped into his driveway with the 233-inch Texas behemoth. 
The day was saved, everyone celebrated, Jones was still married, 
and his sweet wife was happy his quest was over. 

But that was 2018. Jones has already been scouting, planting 
plots, and hanging stands since early 2019 because he’s a white-
tail hunter. That’s what we do. 



HUNT LIKE A WARRIOR

AT SIG SAUER OUR COMMITMENT TO INNOVATION AND NEXT GENERATION PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT HAS LED TO DOMINANCE IN THE 

MILITARY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT INDUSTRIES WORLDWIDE.  NOW, WE ARE BRINGING THAT SAME WARRIOR MINDSET TO THE HUNT.  

INTRODUCING THE NEW LINEUP OF SIG SAUER ELITE HUNTER TIPPED AMMO, FORMULATED TO BE EXCEEDINGLY ACCURATE AND PROVIDE 

UNRIVALED TERMINAL BALLISTICS, BECAUSE WHEN EVERYTHING IS ON THE LINE, CHOICES DICTATE RESULTS.  HUNT LIKE A WARRIOR.

SIGSAUER.COM
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test for real hunters these days, but for 
many, it’s not a trendy luxury to choose 
to hunt open-to-all ground. 
It’s a necessity.

And despite the constant social media 
feeds showing the contrary, public land 
whitetails don’t come easy. For most, 
they don’t come at all. The reasons for 
unfilled tags are many, but nearly all of 
them can be avoided when you stop 
making excuses.

TODAY  it seems like you can’t swing a 
dead cat at a bow range without hitting 
a flat-brim-hat-wearing, ironically mus-
tachioed hunter who looks down on 
anyone who treads upon private ground 
during hunting season. Public land has 
become a badge of pride and a litmus 

D O N ’ T  L E T  T H E  E X C U S E  M O N S T E R  E A T  Y O U  U P  

         A N D  L E A V E  Y O U  D E E R - L E S S  T H I S  N O V E M B E R . 

TONY J. PETERSON

REALITY
 PUBLIC LAND



HERE are some of the most common reasons we give 
ourselves to not hunt—or not to hunt well—and how 
to avoid them, not only to enjoy our time on public 
dirt, but also to succeed where most hunters fail.

CHOCK-FULL OF IDIOTS
If you have the perception that public 
dirt is at capacity when it comes to ter-
rible hunters, you may be almost right. 
When you’re exposed to the general hunt-
ing public, you’ll see a spectrum of skills, 
and at the bottom end, it’s not pretty. 
This isn’t unique to public land hunters 
and can be observed among general out-
doorsmen of all stripes at any late-August 
archery range—or, if you want a real treat, 
at a public-boat access on Independence 
Day. The thing is, on public dirt you’ll 
encounter hunters of all skill levels, but 
the worst hunters will also be those that 
tend to be easiest to avoid. Walk a half-
mile and you’ll about be there. Double 
that distance and the fumblers and bum-
blers will be nonfactors.

NO FOOD, NO FUN
If you spend time scouring tracts of  
public land via aerial photography, you’ll 
often notice a lack of destination food 
sources. Now, some big-buck stronghold 
states like Iowa have public land that is 
covered in agricultural fields and food 
plots. Other states, not so much. Setting 
out on whitetail ground that doesn’t  
feature a dreamy beanfield is a scary 
proposition for some deer hunters, but 
the bucks will be there. This is because 
public land often becomes public be-
cause it’s useless to farmers. The creek 
bottoms, bluffy hillsides, and wetlands 
that can’t be tilled are in low demand 
and have the tendency to end up as state 
or federal property. While those grounds 
may not appear to have easy food-to-bed, 
bed-to-food patterns, they usually have 
the best bedding cover around. Any 
whitetail hunter worth his camo knows 
that that’s not nothing.

NO GOOD LAND
How often do you hear—or say—there 
isn’t any quality public land in your neigh-
borhood? Another way to say this is that 
there isn’t any easy hunting to be found 
on shared ground within an hour of where 
I live. Either way, quality is in the eye of 
the tag-holder, and most of the time the 
land we swear is worthless is the same 
land we’ve never set foot on. Or haven’t 
hunted in a decade. Get out there on that 
whitetail wasteland and look around, and 
you might find that you’ve been missing 
out. This happens to yours truly every 
year around the Twin Cities where I live. 
There’s plenty of competition out there in 
the woods, but plenty of deer, too. You 
just have to figure out how to avoid one 
while bumping into the other.

A DEPRESSING HIT LIST
Today’s whitetail world is dominated  
by hit-list bucks and developing long 
histories with individual deer. Sure, you 
can’t babysit a buck on public land from 
a spike to a 160-incher, but that doesn’t 
mean there aren’t 5.5-year-old deer out 
there. Public land generally gets lumped 
into one category, which is meh at best. 
Just like private ground, however, the 
opportunities vary a lot from state to 
state and parcel to parcel. I’ve hunted 
states like the Dakotas, where my odds 
of seeing a mature buck are higher on 
public land than at home on private 
ground. It’s all about perspective, but  
the reality is that if your standards are 
mature-buck-or-bust, you can have a good 
season on ground that is open to all.

RIGHT:

It’s easy to make excuses when hunting 
public land, but the opportunity to succeed 

is real if you’re willing to work for it.

Maybe close-to-home public land isn’t 
so hot, but a few parcels an hour down 
the road are worth the effort. Or maybe 
what you believe to be poor ground 
really just deserves a little attention 
and sweat equity.



PAUPERS ON PUBLIC 

You don’t have $1,500 to deck yourself out in proper public-land 

hunting attire? Well, that sucks. No one wants to belong to the 

proletariat class of deer hunters, but most of us do. The good news 

—even if you can’t afford a matched set of ivory backscratchers 

for you and the wifey or your yacht is too small to support a heli-pad 

—is that despite the media portrayal of hunters these days, you 

can do just fine on a ditch-digger’s budget. Clothes that keep you 

comfortable in variable conditions are more important than those 

that look good. A single set of sticks and a stand can take you to 

many interesting ambush sites if you’re willing to set them up and 

take them down over and over. You don’t need a fleet of trail cam-

eras to scout with, and most of the scents, calls, lures, and decoys 

can stay right on the big box-store shelves. Get into the woods and 

figure out where deer like to walk. Then sit there and kill them. 

TOO MUCH WORK
It’s certainly nice to hang stands all  
summer, trim shooting lanes, and prep 
ambush sites to the highest comfort 
level possible. Unfortunately, that’s a 
private-land hunter’s reality. Public land 
regs vary from property to property, but 
generally speaking, you’re not going to be 
on the right side of the law if you trim a 
bunch of branches or saw down a dozen 
saplings to create a shooting lane. In fact, 
on a fair amount of public ground you 
have to put up and take down your stands 
daily, and you will be considered a crimi-
nal if you use a screw-in bow-hanger. It’s 
a pain in the ass, but it’s reality. The plus 
side of this extra work is that it’ll keep a 
lot of your competition at home or sitting 
on the ground with their backs to a tree 
spring-turkey style instead of going aerial 
to outsmart bucks.
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MENTAL MONSTERS 
It’s not uncommon to hear hunters’  
laments on the intelligence of mature 
bucks. Private-land deer that get old are 
brainiacs, but a public-land buck with 
some gray in his muzzle? That buck is a 
whitetail MENSA member that makes 
Elon Musk look like he’s been eating lead 
paint chips his whole life.

As if.
These are rabbits with antlers, and 

their intellectual capabilities are highly 
suspect. They are survival machines and 
nothing more. They need food, water, and, 
most importantly, security. That might 
mean holing up throughout the day on a 
hummock in a cattail slough that is impos-
sible to approach quietly. Or it might mean 
traveling through the cover with the wind 
in his face at last light, just like most deer. 
When we assign them too much credit 
for mental horsepower, we give ourselves 
an excuse to fail or, worse, to not hunt. 
Don’t do that to yourself. 

NONTYPICAL HUNTS 
ARE STUPID
This isn’t about antler symmetry, it’s 
about rethinking what conditions make 
the best hunts. On tightly controlled  
private ground, the early-November cold 
front that swings down from Canada and 
drops the temperatures 20 degrees over-
night is money. On public land, it just 
means that a lot of your competition is
going to be out and about. The condi-
tions that get deer moving sans any  
pressure are different than those that get 
public land bucks on their feet. This is
all tied to how many people are in the
woods. You may want a crisp November 
morning with frost on the ground and a 
northwest wind, but so does everyone 
else. I’ll take rain, wind, and heat over 
what are considered good whitetail  
conditions any day of the week. The 
fewer the hunters, the more the deer will 
move. You just need to rethink what 
makes for quality hunting conditions and 
get in a tree when others won’t.

BUDGET BOW GEAR 

You can drop upwards of $1,700 
for a new, barebones bow these 
days. Fully outfitted, that same rig 
could cost you $2,500 or more. All 
to shoot deer at 20 yards. New 
bows are nice, but for whitetails 
and the ranges they are typically 
arrowed at, you don’t need to  
borrow against your 401K to get 
a bow. Take a look at the options 
like the new Centec from Quest. 
This sub-4-pound bow will send 
arrows downrange at up to 335 
fps, is offered in two peak draw 
weights (55 pounds or 70 pounds), 
and is built with a host of G5 
Outdoors-specific technologies. 
You can have it for $500, and the 
Designed To Hunt package that 
will have you fully accessorized is 
$580. Good luck finding a better 
deal on the market. 

Perhaps you just need a sight but 
don’t want to drop $250. Check 
out TRUGLO’s Storm G2, which is 
available in a five-pin model (.019-
inch pins) that will cost you a 
paltry $35. Or maybe your quiver 
is a little light on ammo and you 
need to add a fresh dozen? Blood-
sport’s new Bloodhunter arrows 
are a solid choice, considering 
they are designed with Blood Ring 
Technology, Rugged Wrap Con-
struction, and are built to a 
straightness tolerance of +/- .004 
inch. You can buy six at a time for 
only $55, which is about one-third 
the cost of top-end arrows that 
kill whitetails the same way 
cheaper options do.

While it seems that the market is 
full of expensive hunting gear, not 
everything you need to be a suc-
cessful whitetail hunter comes 
with sticker shock. Conduct some 
due diligence and you’ll find 
plenty of good stuff that is easy 
on the wallet.

It’s easy to �nd reasons to stay home 
or to not hunt as hard as you should 
on public land. Instead, skip the excuses 
and put the work in. If you do, you’ll 
�nd common ground isn’t as bad to
hunt as many think.
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See the technology at Trijicon.com/AccuPoint.

Trijicon AccuPoint® 

What we’ve learned from decades of deployment with the world’s 

greatest � ghting forces, we’ve put back into our technology for 

the world’s greatest hunters. For example, rugged reliability with 

battery-free illumination when the shot of a lifetime is on the line.

WHETHER YOU’RE DEFENDING FREEDOM OR ENJOYING IT,

OUR OPTICS ARE READY FOR ANYTHING. 



P U B L I C  L A N D  R E A L I T I E S

GET YOUR HEAD RIGHT 
If you wade through the dudes posting 
flex-in-the-mirror gym selfies and the 
yoga-pants wearing huntresses flaunting 
their, uh, shooting skills, you’ll see people 
doing amazing things on social media. 
They’re out there running mountain 
marathons, dropping dozens of pounds 
of body weight, and, in many cases,  
arrowing good deer on public land. The 
people who are killing it in life are an  
inspiration, and they all share a couple 
of things: discipline and a great attitude. 
It’s totally woo-woo, but if you believe 
you won’t succeed hunting on public dirt, 
then you absolutely won’t. A piss-poor 
attitude about where you hunt and how 
hard it will be pretty much ensures the 
worst outcome. Get your head right and 
understand that if you put in the work 
and stop making excuses, you can do 
what many will say can’t be done. 

What is holding you back from success  
on public dirt? Figure that out and you’ll be 
on your way toward more enjoyable hunts 

and, hopefully, fresh backstraps. 

WITHOUTWITH

For more information visit onxmaps.com/hunt

Download today for a 7-day free trial of the most comprehensive maps available.

photo: Je� Roberts
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STRAIGHT UP LEGENDARY
Introducing the World’s Fastest Straight-Walled Hunting Cartridge

More energy than 30-30 Win., 
300 Blackout and 223 Rem

Approximately 20% less recoil than 
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Through force of will and with the help 
of the sun’s first warm rays, I manage 
to suppress the shaking long enough to 
see the small doe through my binocu-
lars. Even in normal conditions, Coues 
deer, the legendary grey ghosts of the 
Sonora, are incredibly hard to spot. 
Thanks to abundant rains during the 
recent monsoon season, the grass is tall 
this year, waist-high in some places. 
That, combined with mesquite trees, 
manzanilla bushes, and various species 
of cactus, provides abundant cover for 
a deer that doesn’t grow much taller 
than a large German shepherd.

MEXICO  isn’t supposed to be this cold, 
not if the beachy brochures are any in-
dication. But this is a different Mexico. 
I am shivering by the time the sun starts 
to peek over the horizon. Of course, I 
remind myself, it is January—and I’m 
nowhere near a beach. Instead, I’m sit-
ting in the cold at nearly 5,000 feet, 
glassing the foothills of Sonora’s Los 
Ajos Mountains  in the light of dawn 
with guide Tico Martinez.

Though Tico speaks no English, and 
I understand un poco Spanish, he man-
ages to direct me to a deer standing in 
the shadows of the opposite hillside. 



In fact, hunting at Rancho Mababi 
felt a lot like being at home, mostly  
because of the hospitality of the Valen-
zuela family. Like most frontier home-
steads, the once-sprawling ranch has a 
storied history, passing from failed 
Mexican settlers to a colonial British 
holding to Mexican revolutionaries and 
even, it’s said, host to an occasional 
visit from Pancho Villa. Life in the rough 
desert country wasn’t easy, evidenced 
by the grave of Beatrice Paxton, who 
passed away in 1912. Her death was the 
final hardship for her husband, James, 
who soon after abandoned the ranch 
and returned to Britain, broken in heart 
and finances.

RANCH LIFE
While DIY hunts in Mexico are possible, 
it’s a smarter move to hire a reputable 
outfitter. A veteran Coues deer hunter, 
Jaycox has the drill down. Through a 
partnership with Rancho Mababi’s own-
ers, Roberto and Alice Valenzuela, and 
local friend Nick Forsyth, he takes sev-
eral dozen deer and turkey hunters to 
Rancho Mababi annually and always 
without a hitch. He’s a stickler for paper-
work and adaptable to the ever-changing 
regulations with carrying firearms into 
Mexico. Our group sailed through the 
border crossing and subsequent check-
points with little trouble and never once 
did I feel any trepidation with traveling 
or staying in Mexico.

SOON deer are moving out of the 
valley below us, heading uphill to shake 
off the frost and catch the sun’s rays. Tico 
and I spot several and relate their loca-
tion to each other with broken Spanglish 
and pantomime gestures. Later in the 
morning, after hours of picking apart 
every inch of ground within sight, we 
watch a buck emerge from the cover, 
nose to the ground, not far behind a doe. 
This far south, the rut comes late, and 
the deer here are just feeling it. With tiny 
main beams and just a few short tines, 
this isn’t the trophy we’re hoping for. 
“Macho,” Tico says, teaching me the Span-
ish word for a buck. Then, holding his 
thumb and finger close together to illus-
trate the buck’s short antlers, “Pequeño.”

When it comes to Coues deer, size is 
relative. A rack measuring 100 inches is 
the standard bar. A muy grande deer might 
reach 110 inches and qualifies for the 
Boone & Crockett record book. Excep-
tional trophies go 120 inches or more. I’m 
just hoping for a good buck, but limited 
hunting pressure and smart management 
by my outfitter Ted Jaycox (talltine.com) 
puts the possibility of a great buck within 
reach here on Rancho Mababi.

The headstone of Beatrice Paxton, who 
lived on Rancho Mababi with husband, 
James, in the early 1900s. He returned  
to Britain shortly after her death.

Alice Valenzuela, along with her  
husband Roberto, left Silicon Valley behind 

for a simpler life on their remote ranch  
south of the border.
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Roberto’s parents acquired 6,200 acres 
of the original 250,000-acre land grant 
around the middle of the last century. 
Like most kids who grow up on a remote, 
family ranch—me included—Roberto 
dreamed of a different life. At 18, he went 
to school in Arizona, met Alice, and 
moved to California, where they both 
started successful Silicon Valley careers 
and raised two young boys.

Their dynamic reminded me of my 
parents. Roberto, comfortably quiet,  
always thinking and tinkering to keep 
the dated machinery working with what-
ever pieces and parts he can scrounge, 
just like my late father spent most of his 
days. Alice rules the kitchen, cranking 
out traditional meals on an old wood-
fired stove and peppering us nonstop 
with an endless supply of questions. It 
wasn’t a surprise to learn she had a jour-
nalist’s background and, before moving 
to Mababi, founded one of the first His-
panic newspapers in northern California.

All that glitters is not gold, and the 
lure of a simpler life drew the family back 
to Rancho Mababi. Now Roberto and 
Alice live off-the-grid, down a bumpy 
gravel road. The cluster of squat stucco 
buildings are tucked into the base of the 
mountains near a bubbling spring. It’s 
easy to understand the strong pull this 
little Eden exerted on the Valenzuelas, 
who now raise sheep and a few cattle 
and give back to local communities, help-
ing yet another generation find success 
in a land that the news would have you 
believe is only corrupt and violent.



GRANDE FINALE
Dawn is a bit warmer on the second day, 
and once again the morning starts with 
eyes glued to the glass of my binoculars. I 
packed along two pair for this hunt. A set 
of tripod-mounted 15x50 binos is where 
I spend most of my time, covering the 
country in a grid pattern that I slowly pick 
apart for any hint of a deer: the flicker  
of an ear or a flash of the Coues deer’s 
white tail. A pair of 10x42s hang around 
my neck, and I use them to scan the sur-
rounding hillsides.

It’s with this smaller pair that I spot 
an antler tip shining in the sun. I grab 
the bigger optics and dial the mature 
buck into focus from nearly 900 yards 
away. It’s walking away from us, and the 
rack appears wider than the buck’s ears 
with good tine length. “Macho,” I tell 
Tico, turning from the binos momen-
tarily to direct my guide to the buck’s 
position. As fast I spot the deer again, 
he disappears, vanishing into the land-
scape. For the next two hours, my gaze 
never leaves that area as I strain my 
eyes to pull the deer from the surround-
ing scrub and give myself a headache 
in the process. He never reappears. 
Hunting Coues deer, I’m learning, is a 
game of patience and perseverance, and 
the image of that buck haunts me 
through the rest of day
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This is big, rough country, and shot 

opportunities are typically at long 

distances with a brief timeframe. I 

had faith in my Patriot chambered in 

flat-shooting .25-06. The button-rifled 

barrel and adjustable trigger delivered 

the accuracy, if not the sleek looks, 

of a much higher-priced gun. $500

M O S S B E R G . C O M 

VORTEX VIPER  

HD 15X50 BINOCULARS

Invest in quality optics. Days of glass-

ing will take a toll. These feature 

high-density glass in a package that’s 

surprisingly lightweight for the size. 

Pair them with a sturdy tripod and 

save the headache for the day after 

you celebrate tagging out. $769

V O R T E X O P T I C S . C O M 

HORNADY GMX SUPERFORMANCE

Coues deer aren’t big, but they are 

surprisingly tough for their diminutive 

size. So quality ammo is a must. These 

90-grain copper-alloy bullets retain 

their weight and energy at extended 

ranges. Hornady’s proprietary powder 

also pushes them faster, covering 

those long distances quickly. $50

H O R N A D Y . C O M 

By now, I have the routine down, and 
my eyes are starting to show it. The red-
ness doesn’t leave them, and every so 
often I have to refocus my gaze on some-
thing close by just to let them rest. I’m 
expecting more of the same on the third 

morning, so I’m somewhat surprised 
when a buck appears high on a nearby 
ridge just after dawn. The sun highlights 
his rack, not huge but close enough to 
the century mark for my liking.

He’s closely following a group of does. 
The tall grass here on the plateau makes 

a shot impossible from my bipod, so I 
scurry to where the grass gives way to 
rock. I’m able to get prone, and as the 
small herd of a half-dozen or so deer work 
down the opposite hill, the buck follows 
until he’s almost straight across the deep 
valley between us.



Features: Contoured stock giving perfect 
hold in 5 common shooting positions; 
glass-smooth action; 1-piece bolt body; 
adjustable trigger (2-4 lbs.); recoil-soaking 
TSA pad; free-floating, hammer-forged 
barrel; threaded muzzle. 

Feels right: like no other rifle before, 
the Franchi Momentum was created 
from the ground up on ergonomics, fit 
and feel. With its 150-year tradition of 
crafting fine Italian firearms, Franchi 
knows that when the gun feels right, 
the day, the camaraderie and the whole 
outdoor experience will also feel right.
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It’s a long shot, but one I’ve prepared 
for, putting more than a hundred rounds 
through my rifle, practicing at distances 
out to 400 yards. A chart detailing bullet 
drop is taped to the wood stock, and my 
scope is fitted with turrets that allow me 
to dial up just the right hold.

In the heat of the moment I forget it 
all and rely on good old-fashioned woods-
manship. My rangefinder reads 375 yards, 
and I figure the bullet will drop about 18 
inches in that distance. The buck stands 
still for a moment, quartering away just 
slightly, and I settle the crosshairs in a spot 
just behind his head. Milliseconds after 
the hammer falls, a loud thump echoes 
back to me and the buck sprints straight 
up the steep hill for a short distance before 
piling up in scrubby cholla cactus.

When I glance over at Tico, he is smil-
ing broadly, pointing at me. “Macho.” Then 
he splays his fingers wide, holding both 
hands above his head. “Macho grande.” 

After three days behind glass, this “Macho 
grande” was shot at nearly 375 yards. It  
did not go far, running uphill and quickly  

dying in scrubby cholla cactus. 

People
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MATRIX TIP

Proprietary Matrix Tip (copper/

polymer) initiates rapid expansion

Tip fragments upon impact to 

present large expanding

hollow point

Improved ballistic coefficient; 

expanding hollow point for 

increased on-target

energy transfer

RAPID EXPANSION

Designed specifically for 

whitetail, blacktail, mule 

deer and antelope

Energy is efficiently

and effectively

transferred

to the target

upon expansion

MADE IN THE USA
www.BrowningAmmo.com
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K I L L I N G A S M A RT O L D B R U I S E R IS A L I F E L O N G
E N D E AV O R F O R M O S T OF US.

CRAIG BODDINGTON

OVER THE YEARS  I’ve taken some big whitetails, but  
just one amazing buck of a lifetime remains  
a bucket-list item. Chances are I’ll never get him. My 
failure isn’t for a lack of effort, but shortages of skill, 
patience, and luck may be key factors.

WHITETAILS
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most good places, a 140+ inch mature 
buck is good. I hate to see folks pass a 
buck like that because they might not 
see a better one. Every season we take 
150-inch bucks. Upwards from there is 
less common. The last few seasons we 
have taken at least one 160-class buck, 
thus about one in 10 of the bucks we 
harvest. In our area, the occasional big-
ger buck is taken.

The record books provide excellent 
data as to where big stuff comes from, 
but it’s critical to use current listings. 
Outbreaks of EHD and CWD have clob-
bered the whitetails in several “big buck 
areas.” They will come back, but it takes 
time, and things can change quickly.

In August 2019, Boone and Crockett 
held their 30th triennial awards, honor-
ing the best North American animals 
entered into their records system in 
2016, 2017, and 2018. The 11 best white-
tails entered were invited for display:  

inches of antler is a fine buck anywhere. 
But it needs 30 inches more of antler  
to reach 170. A buck with 160 inches of 
antler is a really big whitetail…anywhere. 
If typical, a 160 qualifies for B&C’s trien-
nial “Awards Period” book. Many very 
good and dedicated whitetail hunters 
never see such a buck. Skill and patience 
count, but it depends on where you hunt 
and, always, how lucky you are.

I’ve hunted whitetails in some great 
places. Altogether, I’ve taken exactly four 
160-class bucks. Forgive me if I admit that 
I’d like to see one that closes that 10-inch 
gulf to 170, but I probably never will.

RIGHT PLACE
There are lots of good places to look for 
big whitetails, but in the free-range world, 
there are no sure things. I have a farm in 
Kansas, one of those good places. From 
what you hear, you’d think there’s a B&C 
buck behind every sunflower stalk. Lord, 
I wish, but we’ve never taken one.

We have plenty of bucks, but just like 

HOW BIG IS “BIG”?
Any mature whitetail buck taken free 
range in fair chase is an awesome ani-
mal. Boone and Crockett’s measuring 
system is the traditional yardstick for 
North American big game, with white-
tails a matter of beam and point length 
and four circumferences on each side, 
plus inside spread.

The all-time minimum is 170 inches 
for a typical whitetail. This is a giant 
buck, but extra or mismatched points 
aren’t uncommon on mature whitetails.  
The minimum for a non-typical is 195—
a lot of extra bone.

I’m not certain I’ve ever seen a  
typical 170-inch buck while hunting, 
though, perhaps, I’ve seen ones that were 
close. However, I admit that I dream of 
someday taking a buck that tips that 
magical number.

 In order to have any chance, it’s wise 
to hunt places that offer greater oppor-
tunity. Some areas have bigger deer. Then 
you have to hunt these places at the right 
times, often from one season to another. 
Finally, you need a bit of luck.

A mature whitetail that grew 140 

Hornady’s Neal Emery with a spectacular 
Nebraska buck. Unusually massive, this  
buck had often been sighted with some 

estimates up to 180. An awesome buck,  
but the points are short, and the �nal 

measurement was in the 160s.
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six Typicals from 194 inches to 199 inches 
and five Non-Typicals from 260 inches to 
a whopping 312 inches! Three of these 
were from Missouri, two from Iowa, two 
from Ohio, and one from Indiana. Although 
a small sampling, that’s a strong showing 
from the Midwest. The remaining three 
were (one each) from Arkansas, Saskatch-
ewan, and Tennessee.

ENOUGH TIME
This would seem to suggest the Midwest 
is a hotspot for really big whitetails, but 
there are other considerations. In this 
recent sampling—and across Boone and 
Crockett’s whitetail listings—the vast 
majority of really big whitetails are taken 
by locals hunting close to home, thus in 
country they know, with the entire season 
at their disposal. If you live in good white-
tail country, this is great news.

My personal best whitetails (the 160s) 
have been from Kansas (two), Georgia 
(one), and Texas (one). I have a buddy with 
a great place in Georgia, but such bucks 

are anomalies in the Deep South. Well-
managed ranches in certain parts of 
Texas regularly produce huge whitetails, 
but the prices for the hunts are princely.

As a Kansas resident, I have a 12-day 
rifle season and a 90-day bow season. If 
I were really serious about that bucket-
list whitetail, I’d use that long season 
with whatever equipment was legal, 
watching the weather and the rut, hunt-
ing when I could, and concentrating 
when conditions were favorable. This is 
what North America’s serious resident 
whitetail hunters do, and they take most 
of the big bucks

AT THE RIGHT TIME!
As John Wootters often wrote, “Any time 
you can hunt whitetails is a good time!” 
A big buck can step out any time you’re in 
the woods and will not offer a shot if you’re 
not in the woods. That said, whitetails are 
shy, wary, and sensitive. Given a choice, 
it’s wise to watch the wind, weather, moon 
phase, and status of the rut and concen-

Moline, Kansas, taxidermist Greg White and 
Boddington with a gorgeous buck taken by  
a local rancher in 2018. With the drop-point  
on its right side, this is a 180-plus buck. After 
deductions, it’s a clean net 175, a Boone  
and Crockett typical.

A beautiful Wyoming 10-point, taken with  
a Browning Hell’s Canyon .30-06. A buck like 
this is always a shooter, Boddington thought 
it might break 150. Although it’s still a good 
buck, actual measurement is low 140s.

THERE ARE LOTS OF GOOD PLACES  

TO LOOK FOR BIG WHITETAILS, 

BUT IN THE FREE-RANGE WORLD, 

THERE ARE NO SURE THINGS.

WHITETAILS
BUCK(ET) LIST
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chance I’d press it again—these are 
impressive bucks. There are bigger, so 
every few years I get the itch and try it 
again with the knowledge it’s going to 
be cold and chances aren’t that good. 
Deer densities are low up there, as low 
as one deer per square mile, and suc-
cess is not high. I once overheard a 
famous Saskatchewan outfitter boast, 
“All I need is one big deer to fill my 
camps the next year.” Ouch!

But the giants are there. The second-
largest Typical whitetail in B&C’s recent 
awards period was a humongous Saskatch-
ewan buck scoring 198 6/8, taken by Chris 
De Villiers—of course, a local resident.

In 2018 I tried again, hunting in Al-
berta on buddy Derek Barnes’s ranch in 
southeastern Alberta. The hunt was the 
third week in November, and the rut was 
well on. But even with the best planning, 
weather remains a great imponderable. 
It wasn’t too cold, but we had four days 
of brutal wind, and nothing likes wind. 
This was big, lonely prairie country with 
lots of deer. Glassing from a bluff down 
onto brushy flats above a frozen river, 
we saw a lot of young bucks, but the big 
boys were bushed up.

Then we got a break. The last day 
dawned calm and cold with six inches 
of fresh snow. Perfect. This should have 
been the day,. In close sequence we had 
two opportunities at heavy-antlered 
mature bucks, surely mid-140s. It wasn’t 
my shot, so I didn’t have to make the 
decision. These were good, solid north-
ern whitetails, but neither was my 
“bucket list buck.” That was that. Maybe 
I’ll try again in a couple of years.

insider’s game, few serious whitetail 
hunters will draw you a map. Things to 
look for are areas with lots of public land 
or an active outfitting industry, that pro-
duce good bucks, offer available licenses, 
and have seasons that are long or set 
during favorable conditions.

Much of the Great Plains region is 
favorable, and there are awesome pockets 
of whitetails throughout the Rocky Moun-
tain West, with plenty of public land. 
Texas has almost no public land, but 
whitetail hunting is a major industry.

Because I forego much of my Kansas 
opportunity, I’m more like the guy who 
thinks the grass is greener over the fence. 
This is not good thinking and, so far, not 
the best way to get that bucket list white-
tail—but I like to hunt different places. For 
me and many others, the answer for a big 
whitetail has been western Canada.

The most popular provinces are Al-
berta and Saskatchewan, with a Novem-
ber season that catches the rut and avail-
able licenses. It isn’t “free” hunting, but 
there are plenty of good outfitters, and 
the lure of the Canadian giants is strong. 
Staggered down from my “best” whitetails 
are several 150-class bucks from various 
places. Two of them are Saskatchewan 
bucks. Body size was huge, and the antlers 
were heavy and gnarly.

Neither quite filled my dream of just 
one really big whitetail, but I knew that 
when I pressed the trigger. Given the 

trate hunting when conditions are favor-
able, especially if time is limited.

The vagaries of state-set seasons are 
such that you have little control. Our 
Kansas rifle season starts the Wednesday 
after Thanksgiving. Our rut peaks in mid-
November so rifle season is tail-end or 
post-rut. Our archery season always 
catches the rut. Bowhunters enjoy a 
lower overall success, but bowhunters 
take a major share of big bucks because 
of the seasonal advantage.

Our best buck so far was a 165, rutting 
hard two weeks before rifle season.  
Regardless of whether you prefer long-
bows, compounds, crossbows, muzzle-
loaders, or centerfires, one secret to taking 
a really big whitetail is to get out in the 
woods as much as you can, which should 
drive you to acquiring proficiency with 
various arms so you can maximize your 
hunting time and concentrate when con-
ditions are ideal.

GOING FOR THE  
LONG BALL IN CANADA
Folks who don’t live in whitetail country 
have to look for places that are user-
friendly for outsiders. Because it’s an 

A �ne Saskatchewan 10-point 
measuring in the upper 150s. There 
are bigger deer up there, but a buck 
like this is hard to pass up.





B I G  B U C K ( E T )  L I S T

A BIT OF GOOD FORTUNE
Luck is a major factor. Luck with weather, 
luck in the right animal stepping out and 
offering a shot. Luck is random and can 
be good or bad. Windy days in Alberta 
were bad luck; having even one perfect 
day in mid-November was pretty good 
luck. Not getting a shot at a giant was nei-
ther good luck nor bad, just the way it goes 
when you’re looking for a really big buck.

It was just past sundown, on the fifth 
day of our 2018 Kansas rifle season. I 
thought I’d heard a shot, but in our oak 
ridges, sound is hard to pinpoint. The 
text read: “Jason’s got a buck!”

Jason Morton is vice president of  
marketing for CZ-USA in Kansas City 
and an old friend. He’s been coming to 
our place for several seasons, looking for 
a big whitetail. This has been a frustrat-
ing exercise. He’s passed nice bucks, and 
I was concerned he was looking for a 
buck that didn’t exist. Our first group 
cleared out early, so Jason drove down. 
We checked zero and got him on stand.

Two hours later, knowing what he’d 
been passing, I figured “this better be 

good.” I assumed it would be. We sort 
of knew this deer. Other hunters had 
been on this stand, our newest Redneck 
blind. A big buck had been seen twice, 
described as “high, wide, and heavy”—
but no shot. I hustled over to admire 
Jason’s long-overdue bit of luck.

The buck was indeed high, wide, and 
heavy: a big and absolutely clean eight-
pointer, an older deer with no hint of 

the tenth (“G4”) points that he never 
grew. Working with a little CZ 527 in 
6.5mm Grendel, Jason had shot him 
perfectly. Because I had to know, the 
next day I put a tape on him: straight 
up 160 inches, a huge eight-pointer. 
That’s a really big whitetail! 

Jason Morton’s 2018 Kansas buck is a 
perfectly clean eight-pointer, carrying  

almost exactly 160 inches of antler.
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Hunt Alberta
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Petersen’s Hunting is read by over 3.5 million avid out-
door enthusiasts every month, many of whom are look-
ing to book a hunt during the upcoming season. An ad in 
“WHERE TO GO” is the best possible way to let our read-
ers know where you are and what you have to offer. To 
place your order call Mark Thiffault at 800-200-7885.  
Email: Mark.Thiffault@IMOutdoors.com or Write: Where to Go 

section, Petersen’s Hunting, 33172 Via La Pluma, San Juan 
Capistrano, CA 92675.  Visa, Mastercard and Amex accepted.
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Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 2/15/20.

*Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 2/15/20.

1,000+  Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 2 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 2 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 5 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 1 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

LIMIT 3 - Coupon valid through 2/15/20*

Customer Rating

YOUR CHOICE

OF COLOR

Item 64434, 64432,  64162, 56104, 56105, 56106

• 9800 cu. in. of storage
• 1000 lb. capacity
• Weighs 175 lbs.

COMPARE TO
SNAP-ON
$ 1,750
MODEL: KRA4008FPBO

SUPER
COUPON

SAVE 
$ 1,450 

 26" x 22" SINGLE BANK EXTRA DEEP CABINETS 

$ 31999

ITEM 69115/69121/69129/69137/69249/877 shown

$499SA
65%

Customer Rating

NOW

$299  

7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6"
ALL PURPOSE/WEATHER

RESISTANT TARP

COMPARE TO $  878 
 BLUE HAWK MODEL: BG8X10-Y

ITEM 63537/64195/63852 shown

SAVE $ 494

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

$229 99

20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS
EXTREME TORQUE
1/2" IMPACT WRENCH KIT 

COMPARE TO

$  724 85
 SNAP-ON 

MODEL: CT8850PDB,
CTB8185BK, CTC720

•  4.0 amp hour battery 

$26999

ITEM 64520SAVE
$ 160

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

$1 09 99

WEATHERPROOF
PROTECTIVE RIFLE CASE

COMPARE TO $ 26999
PELICAN MODEL: DOUBLE RIFLE

MODEL  9800 

•  50-3/8" L 
13-5/8" W 
5-1/8" H 

Case contents and
locks not included.

$ 14999

ITEM 60388/69514 shown

SAVE $ 110

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

OW

$1 89 99

2 TON CAPACITY 
FOLDABLE

SHOP CRANE

COMPARE TO

$  29999
BIG RED

MODEL: 11674699

•  Boom extends from 
41" to 61-3/4"

• Crane height adjusts 
from 73-5/8" to 89"

$ 23999

ITEM 63750
56810/63181 shown

SAVE
52%

Customer Rating

NOW

$1 1 99

.50 CAL METAL
AMMO CAN

COMPARE TO

$  24 99
MODEL: FSGWHE1030

GAME WINNER 
$ 1499

SAVE $ 90

SUPER 
COUPON

$99 99

RAPID PUMP® 3 TON STEEL
HEAVY DUTY LOW PROFILE
FLOOR JACK

COMPARE TO

$ 18999 
TEQ CORRECT 

MODEL: T830018Z

•  Weighs 78 lbs. 

$10999

#1 SELLING JACKS IN AMERICA 

ITEM 62434, 62426, 62433, 62432,
62429, 64178, 64179, 62428 shown

SAVE 66% 

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

OW

$499  

MECHANIC'S
GLOVES

COMPARE TO

$ 14 99
VALEO 

MODEL: 25521

$599

AVAIL. IN SM,
MED, LG, XL, XXL

1500 WATT DUAL
TEMPERATURE HEAT GUN

(572°/1112°)

ITEM 35776/62340/62546/63104/96289 shown

SAVE 64%

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

COMPARE TO

$ 2806 
BLACK+ DECKER 

MODEL: HG1300 1499

OW

$9 99  

SAVE 59%

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

3 GALLON, 100 PSI OIL-FREE
AIR COMPRESSORS

COMPARE TO $ 9862
PORTER-CABLE MODEL: PCFP02003

• Air delivery:
0.6 CFM
@ 90 PSI

$39 99
YOUR CHOICE

ITEM 69269
97080 shown

HOT DOG
ITEM  61615/60637 
95275  shown

PANCAKE

$ 5999

ITEM 5889/62281/61637 shown

SAVE
83%

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

OW

$1 0 99

29 PIECE
TITANIUM

DRILL BIT SET 

COMPARE TO

$  6814
 DEWALT 

MODEL: DW1369

$1899

ITEM 63054/62858 shown

SAVE $ 99

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

W

$99 99

10 FT. x 20 FT.
PORTABLE CAR CANOPY 

COMPARE TO $ 199
 SHELTER LOGIC MODEL: 23522

$11999

ITEM 69505/62418/66537 shown

SAVE
70%

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

OW

$5 99  

72" x 80"
MOVING

BLANKET 

COMPARE TO

$  1999 
 BLUE HAWK 

MODEL: 77280 $899

900 WATT MAX. STARTING
2 CYCLE GAS POWERED

GENERATOR

ITEM 63024/63025 shown

SAVE
$ 16

SUPER COUPON

OW

$1 09 99

COMPARE TO $  12610
POWERSMART MODEL: PS50

•  5 hour run time
@ 50% capacity 

$12499

Customer Rating

ITEM 64110

SAVE
66%

SUPER
COUPON

Customer Rating

$499

250 LUMEN POP-UP 
LANTERN 

$ 14 99COMPARE TO

 GO GREEN POWER

$ 699

ITEM 64008/64011 shown

SAVE $ 264

SUPER
COUPON

$299 99

10 GUN ELECTRONIC
SECURITY SAFE

COMPARE TO

$ 564 57
STACK-ON

MODEL: SS-16-MB-E

•  CA DOJ compliant 

Contents not included.

$34999

Customer Rating

$5999
SAVE 50%

SUPER COUPON

Customer Rating

OW

$39 99  

500 LB. CAPACITY STEEL 
CARGO CARRIER 

COMPARE TO

$  7999 
 HIGHLAND 

MODEL:  1394500 

COMPARE TO
$ 13 52PERFORMANCE

TOOL MODEL: W2364

• Super-Strong,
Ultra-Lightweight 
   Composite Plastic

• Magnetic Base & 360° Swivel 
Hook for Hands-Free Operation

• 3-AAA Batteries (included)
• 144 Lumens

ALL IN A SINGLE 
SUPER POWERFUL LIGHT

SUPER BRIGHT LED /SMD
WORK LIGHT/FLASHLIGHT

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

OVER 5,000
 5 STAR REVIEWS

ITEM 63878/63991
64005/69567/60566

63601/67227shown

* 37085072 *
3 7 0 8 5 0 7 2 

* 37087603 *
3 7 0 8 7 6 0 3 

* 37100938 *
3 7 1 0 0 9 3 8 

* 37120244 *
3 7 1 2 0 2 4 4 

* 37145615 *
3 7 1 4 5 6 1 5 

* 37091713 *
3 7 0 9 1 7 1 3 

* 37114615 *
3 7 1 1 4 6 1 5 

* 37137433 *
3 7 1 3 7 4 3 3 

* 37154781 *
3 7 1 5 4 7 8 1 

* 37090034 *
3 7 0 9 0 0 3 4 

* 37111760 *
3 7 1 1 1 7 6 0 

* 37132009 *
3 7 1 3 2 0 0 9 

* 37153152 *
3 7 1 5 3 1 5 2 

* 37094478 *
3 7 0 9 4 4 7 8 

* 37119940 *
3 7 1 1 9 9 4 0 

* 37145328 *
3 7 1 4 5 3 2 8 

* 37156943 *
3 7 1 5 6 9 4 3 

* 37076575 *
3 7 0 7 6 5 7 5 

* 37077093 *
3 7 0 7 7 0 9 3 
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MY FIRST tree stand, a Baker, was also the first tree stand
for many other hunters of the early 1980s—because as the
first major brand to enter the marketplace, it was the only one
out there. A hunting buddy gave me that stand. He’d used it a
couple times, had no more use for it, and warned me to be
careful. I guess I wasn’t careful enough when I attempted to
climb a tree with it. Let’s just say I lost a copious amount of
blood, skin, and a fair amount of blue jean material as I repeat-
edly slid uncontrolled back down the tree. Most of my pals who
used that stand had the same experience.

That Baker was the only one I owned—briefly. The others
I’ve sat in belonged to hunting pals. Some were strong and
sturdy, some were flimsy and weak. Some required ladders,
some were “climbers.” I didn’t like any of them.

I’ve hunted whitetails in places where you were warned by
the property owner to stay in your stand until shooting light was
over, and if you didn’t, your hunt would be history. Nowadays,
with trail cams and all the other knowledge and technology at
our disposal, we want the deer woods to be as free of human scent
and movement as possible, unless other strategies are being used.

One of my fondest experiences—or lack thereof—with a
tree stand was on a hunt with legendary hunter Harold Knight.
We were in Tennessee, and Harold had scouted out a spot
before my arrival and put up a tree stand near several fresh
scrapes. He held the flashlight as I climbed the tree and settled
myself into the stand. As he was leaving, a gust of wind blew
in, and I realized at that moment that I didn’t want to be in 
that small stand a minute longer. As soon as Harold’s flashlight 
beam disappeared, I came down out of that tree like a spooked 
chimp and leaned against it. The stand creaked as the wind 
continued to blow, and I was feeling a bit guilty about being on 
the ground. It was a beautiful, balmy, blue sky day, about 70 
degrees, and I was thinking about a muley buck I’d killed in 
Montana during a raging blizzard the week before. 

Suddenly, I heard an animal running through the thick 
laurel. Out popped a beautiful buck, head down, sniffing the 
ground, obviously headed for the scrapes. He literally filled my 
scope, and I put him down at 25 yards with my .30-06. Harold 
rushed in when he heard the shot and marveled over the size 
of the whitetail that wore 10 perfect points. At a check station, 
the warden said it was the biggest buck taken in that county 
in years. I never told Harold I wasn’t in that tree stand.

I have no fear of heights. I once had a part-time tree service, 
and I scampered around in treetops, removing limbs one by 
one and lowering them to the ground. I could pick my battles 
when I worked in a tree. I knew where and how to safely proceed 
as I traversed the canopy, but I had no opportunity to do so 
with a tree stand.

I’m not very trusting when I have to rely on cables, straps,  
braces, wires, bolts, nails, and other types of fasteners that 
affix tree stands to trees. I have experienced some unfortu-
nate failures where I miraculously escaped serious injury. 
Many hunters have been hurt badly, and some even have 
lost their lives.

Other than the personal safety factor, I just don’t like the 
confinement of a tree stand, though I’m fully aware that being 
in an elevated position not only may be an advantage, but also 
a necessity. I’ve missed opportunities where a buck came in at 
an angle where I couldn’t possibly get a shot because I was 
unable turn to be in shooting position.

I guess the main reason I don’t like tree stands is my penchant 
to see what’s over the next rise, along the next field. I’m a 
vagabond at heart, and I like to roam, still-hunting my way 
along. I’m not a very patient hunter, unless I’m sitting over a 
bear bait, an elk wallow, or a hot deer trail. To the millions of 
deer hunters who use tree stands, I say good luck, enjoy the 
woods, and be safe in that stand. You don’t want to end up as 
a statistic—unless it’s one where you’re smiling next to your 
tree stand buck. 

Tree Stands

REARVIEW JIM ZUMBO
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BACKSTRAPS BEWARE when Mossberg�

rifles are on the hunt. As America’s oldest  

family-owned and operated firearms manufacturer, 

we’ve been building dependable, hardworking shotguns 

and rifles since 1919. American built. American strong.

ARM YOURSELF WITH MOSSBERG.

� �

#27940 – WALNUT STOCK, VORTEX
�

SCOPED COMBO

ARM YOURSELF WITH SAFETY Store firearms securely, inaccessible to children and unauthorized users.


